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Spey,  the,  195 
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Spinning  with  Spoon,  283 
Sport  at  Swanage,  354 
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at  the  World’s  Fair,  139 
Walton  Summer  Number,  Our.  127 
Walton’s  House,  a New  Drawing  of,  131 
I Walton’s  Statue  in  Winchester  Cathedral, 
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Dressing  for  Lines,  158,  167 

Eaely  Trout  Rising,  509 
Earth  Worms  and  Contagion,  158 
Eel  and  other  Experiences  - Snakes,  424 
Eels  Biting  and  Snapping,  342 
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Mr.  Jardine  and  Pike,  448 
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October  Pishing  in  North  Wales,  158,  168 

Odourless  Oil,  167 
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Salmon  taking  Bait  in  the  Sea,  323 
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Singular  Incident,  a,  78 
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Snakes,  568 

Specimen  Perch,  158,  168,  184 
Specimen  Pike,  236,  254,  270 
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Paint  or  not  to  Paint,  to,  120 
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341 
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Privilege  Ticket,  the,  158,  288,  306 
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a,  36 

Record,  a,  570 
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Fund,  474 

Robin  on  a Rod,  a,  306 
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Thorney  Weir  Fishery,  545 
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Wanted — a Coracle,  474 
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SALMON,  GRILSE,  AND  SEA-TROUT 
ANGLING. 

THE  SUMMER  SEASON  MIGRATION  AND 
SPORT  HINTS;  AND  HOTEL  FISHERIES. 


By  W.  Murdoch. 


A CHANGE,  8nd  rain  at  last  has  come — come, 
and  not  a bit  too  soon.  Over  much  of  Scotland  in 
the  end  of  last  week  there  was  a heavy  and  con- 
tinuous rainfall,  with  the  result  that  a number  of 
rivers  flooded  to  a height  that  had  not  been 
reached  by  them  since  far  back  as  the  month  of 
January.  During  the  several  days  since  the 
change  came  about  the  weather  has  proved  more 
broken  and  cloudy  in  the  main,  and  also  a good 
deal  colder.  In  the  latter  respect  it  is  certain  to 
prove  more  favourable  for  angling,  which  now, 
with  the  freshened  water  ought,  for  salmon, 
grilse,  and  sea-trout  in  the  majority  of  the  rivers 
of  the  Highlands,  to  be  soon  at  its  best  for  the 
true  summer  season  run  fish.  Presently  the 
earth  is  thirsty  indeed,  and  it  will  soon  absorb  all 
the  rain  that  has  yet  fallen ; hence,  if  we  have  no 
more  this  week  the  rivers  are  bound  to  run 
quickly  out.  But,  though  we  need  not  be  over 
sanguine,  I think  we  may  at  least  expect  that  not 
for  a considerable  time  will  the  streams  of  many 
districts  be  so  low  again  this  season  as  they  were 


but  the  other  day.  Usually,  when  rain — long 
before  entirely  absent,  or  almost  so — breaks  out 
with  the  arrival  of  the  summer  solstice,  it  con- 
tinues for  a good  while  to  fall  in  sufficient 
fpiantity  to  keep  the  rivers  in,  if  not  high,  at  least 
fair  volume  for  angling.  What  is  usual  may  not 
happen  to  be  realised  this  year,  notwit/hstanding 
the  predictions  of  the  meteorologists,  but  if  we  are 
to  have  angling  for  the  season  of  any  account  at 
all  on  the  true  summer  rivers  of  the  Highlands, 
it  is  bound  to  be  within  the  present  month. 
Therefore,  I would  advise  the  tourist  angler  who 
intends  to  fish  for  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-trout 
in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  to  now  prepare  to 
set  out.  It  ought  to  be  understood  by  every  one 
that  when  fish  ascend  at  the  natural  time  for 
their  ascent,  they  take  readiest — and  especially 
just  when  newly  run  and  settled.  The  present 
is  the  natural  time  for  them  to  run — if  true  sum- 
mer fish — and  when  they  come  forward  in  their 
greatest  numbers  to  coast  along  and  seek  their 
native  rivers  ; hence,  with  the  water  freshened  to 
encourage,  and  of  volume  ample  to  admit  of 
ascent,  they  run  inland  if  they  succeed  in  dodg- 
ing the  nets,  and  then  it  is  that  anglers  get  the 
best  sport  that  it  is  possible  to  have  with  them 
cseteris  jjarihus. 

On  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday  last  the 
rivers  that  were  in  heaviest  spate  owing  to  the 
rains  were  of  a colour,  and  so  foul  as  to  (put  it 
mildly)  battle  description  from  bringing  down 
their  four  or  five  months’  accumulations  of  filth. 
On  Monday  they  were  getting  into  better  colour, 
though  still  not  anything  like  right  for  angling, 
and  it  is  not  at  all  likely  that,  as  the  result  of 
last  spate,  they  have  proved  in  great  fly  fishing 
fettle  any  time  this  week.  Before  they  get  into 
such  prime  form  for  sport  as  could  be  desired, 
another  spate,  to  swill  out  the  deposits  left  by 
the  last  one  in  the  bottom  of  every  one  of  them, 
will  be  necessary.  Let  this,  however,  bub  come 
about,  and  then  I think  the  angling  for  July  will, 
if  not  better,  be  at  least  as  good  as  usual  on  the 
majority  of  the  purely  Highland  true  summer- 
seasoned  rivers. 

So  far  as  yet  lun,  the  season  in  most  districts 
has  proved  a wonderful  one  for  show  of  sea- 
trout,  but  hitherto  these  gamesome  little  fishes 
have,  from  lack  of  water,  been  kept  from  getting 
inland  except  in  the  most  trifling  of  numbers. 
Last  week,  however,  when  the  “ rise  ” of  it  began, 
it  was  found  that  from  all  tidal  waters  and 
estuaries  where  (by  reason  of  the  drought)  they 
had  steadily  accumulated,  and  at  last  got  crowded, 
they  evinced  the  keenest  desire  to  get  away.  In 
some  cases  with  the  very  rising — the  first  and 
dirtiest — of  the  flood,  they  commenced  the  ascent, 
not  in  mere  driblets,  but  in  great  shoals,  as  was 
amply  testified  by  the  netters  making  great  hauls 
of  them.  For  a couple  of  days  the  run  continued 
in  undiminished  strength,  and  this, remarkable  in 
itself,  was  rendered  all  the  more  remarkable  in 
that  scarcely  a salmon  or  grilse  sought  to  push 
up  along  with  them.  But  of  course  the  sea-trout 
had  been  “in,”  and  a good  while  waiting  to  go  up, 
whereas  the  salmon  and  grilse  were  not — being 
in  the  sea  proper,  although  on  the  coast  line  not 
far  distant.  Much  more  readily  than  grilse  or 
sea-trout  will  salmon  take  a river  when  a very 
heavy  flood  is  at  its  height ; but  as  sea-trout  are 
always  more  into  the  river  or  tideway  when 
waiting  for  the  opportunity  to  ascend,  it  is 
because  of  this,  and  from  the  additional  fact  that 
they  are  more  timid,  save  when  on  the  feed,  and 
easily  frightened  than  either  grilse  or  salmon, 
that  they  take  the  first  opportunity  there  is  for 
pushing  inland,  and  so  that  they  may  do  it  un- 
observed, go  away  with  the  first  and  dirtiest  of 
the  flood.  Most  marked,  however,  is  this  found 
to  be  after  a long  tract  of  drought,  such  as  we 
have  just  passed  through.  When  there  come  a 
series'  of  floods — one  flood  following  the  other 
quickly — it  is  scarcely  observable  after  the  first 
one,  as  then  the  water  does  not  come  down  filthy, 
nor  is  there  any  accumulation  of  detained  fish  to 
run  up. 

The  spate  we  have  longed  and  sighed  for,  and  got 
at  last,  had  continued  for  nearly  two  days  before  the 
grilse  and  salmon,  except  in  ones  and  twos,  began 
to  enter  the  rivers.  Early  this  week,  however,  a 
very  good  show  of  them  was  coming  forward  in 
most  districts  where  the  flood  kept  up;  and  should 
we  now  have  more  rain  to  keep  the  water  from 
falling  away  to  too  low  an  ebb,  we  naturally 
would  expect  that  in  a very  short  time  the 


angling  for  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-trout  will  be 
up  to  the  usual  standard  for  the  time  of  the  year 
on  most  of  our  Scottish  rivers. 

Hitherto  grilse  have  seemed  rather  scarce,  but 
not  so  scarce  as  last  year  up  to  this  time.  Of 
sea-trout  and  salmon,  on  the  other  hand,  there 
has  been  a magnificent  show.  Therefore  with 
them,  now  that  ascent  has  commenced,  and  also 
with  grilse,  about  whose  coming  on  in  great 
plenty  there  need,  I think,  be  no  fear.  There 
ought  this  month,  should  we  have  plenty  of  water, 
to  be  angling  quite  up  to  the  usual  standard  for 
July,  which  usually  and  naturally  is  the  best 
month  for  summer  angling  on  almost  the  whole 
lot  of  the  Hotel  river  fisheries  which  are  named 
below. 

One  word  I may  here  venture  by  way  of  advice, 
and  it  is,  that  it  usually  pays  to  nsh  fine  in 
summer.  As  to  the  water’s  state,  anglers  should 
make  perfectly  certain  before  leaving  home,  and 
they  ought  to  be  on  the  spot  when  the  fish  are 
fresh  run.  Half  the  chances  arc  missed  by  fishing 
in  August  for  July  fish — that  is,  fish  that  have 
ascended  in  July.  Should  the  water  be  very  small 
and  clear,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the 
angler  fish  not  only  fine,  but  fine  and  far 
off.  The  fish  must  not  be  scared  by  his  appear- 
ance or  shadow.  It  is  wholesome  advice — “ Keep 
oot  o’  sicht  ” as  much  as  possible.  Any  more 
than  “ potted”  fish  that  have  stayed  long  at  home 
in  ])articular  ])ots  or  pools,  the  delayed  July  fish 
that  ascend  in  August  are  not  free  takers — not  any- 
thing like  so  free  as  their  July  run  brethren,  not- 
withstanding the  weather  and  water  conditions 
may  seem  every  bit  as  favourable  to  the  angler. 

The  Scotch  hotels  that  have  connected  with 
them  river  angling,  which  in  almost  every  case 
proves  of  most  account  during  the  month  of  July 
for  the  migratory  salmon{doB,a,ve,  together  with  the 
names  of  the  rivers  fished  from  them,  as  follows  ; — 
Taynuilt  Hotel : theTaynuilt  section  of  the  River 
Awe;  a good  reach,  containing  somefine])ools;  once 
in  trim,  keeps  up  well.  Dalmally  Hotel  and  Inver- 
oran  Hotel : lower  and  uj)])er  reaches  on  River 
Orchy.  Panmure  Hotel,  Edzell : a considerable 
stretch  of  the  River  North  Esk.  Melvich  Hotel 
and  Forsinard  Hotel : sections  of  River  Halladale. 
Crown  Hotel  and  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm ; by 
Esk  Association’s  ticket.  Grant  Arms,  Gran- 
town,  and  Craigellachie  Hotel : sections  of  River 
Spey.  Gordon  Arms,  Huntly : long  stretch  of 
River  Deveron.  Spa  Hotel  and  Ben  Wyvis 
Hotel,  Strathpeffer  : reaches  of  Rivers  Conon  and 
Blackwater;  not  netted  now.  Inchnadamph  Hotel : 
River  Loanan.  Balnagown  Hotel,  Ardgay : long 
stretch  of  River  Conon,  Easter  Ross  ; beautiful 
character  of  water  with  many  casts,  but  rather 
inclined  to  quickly  run  out.  Loch  Inver  Hotels  : 
River  Kirkaig  and  stretch  of  River  Inver ; good 
for  sport  when  in  jily.  Grand  Hotel,  Aberdeen ; 
Invercauld  Arms,  Ballater  : extensive  reaches  of 
River  Dee.  B imam  Hotel,  Dunkeld  : considerable 
length  of  Tay  Fishings.  Loch  Ericht  Hotel: 
stretch  of  small  River  Truim. 

In  the  case  of  a few  of  the  above  fisheries, 
August  sometimes  proves  as  good  a month  as 
July.  Of  loch,  nether  reaches,  and  estuarial  sea- 
trout  fishing,  the  hotels  to  go  to  during  this 
month  for  the  best,  probably  are  : Taynuilt  Hotel, 
Durness  Hotel,  Betty  hill  Hotel,  Tongue  Hotel, 
Udny  Arms,  Newburgh,  Rhiconich  Hotel,  for 
Loch  Garbetbeg  (salmon  and  grilse  also),  and  Loch 
Sandwood  ; Loch  Maree  Hotel,  for  Loch  Maree ; 
Bonar  Bridge  Hotel  and  Inveran  Hotel,  for- Kyle 
of  Sunderland. 

N.B. — In  the  case  of  every  river  fishery  above- 
mentioned,  which  it  is  known  the  fish  quickly  run 
through  at  this  season,  the  angler  must  under- 
stand that  his  best  chances  are  during  the  first 
half  of  the  week  ; but  in  the  case  of  all  such  as 
contain  holding  or  stock  pools,  which  the  fish  do 
not  leave  for  a considerable  time,  hiS  chances, 
the  conditions  being  equally  favourable,  he 
should  know,  are  equally  good  during  any  time 
of  the  week. 


Ness  Castle,  near  Inverness — the  late  Mr. 
Fountaine-Walker’s  place — has  been  let,  with  the 
salmon  fishing  on  the  River  Ness,  to  Lord  Mount- 
Stephen  at  the  rent  of  £1400  a year.  The  Ness 
Castle  Fishery  is  the  best  sporting  section  of  the 
river,  and  the  angling  obtained  on  it  for  salmon 
and  grilse  during  the  mouth's  of  August  and 
September  is  wonderfully  good  most  years. 
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THFI  NEW  AND  OLD  SEEPPEHTON 
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Having  frequently  fished  the  Wcybndge  por- 
tion of  the  Thames,  the  Wey,  and  the  Oatlands 
Park  Lake  some  twenty  years  since,  L was 
desirous  of  going  over  the  water  leading  to 
Shepperton  Weir  from  Wey  bridge  to  inspect  tlie 
same.  For  that  purpose 
young  Mr.  Ernest  B.  Eyre, 
whose  father,  mother,  and 
sisters  reside  at  Wey- 
bridge,  kindly  and  skil- 
fully punted  me  in  his 
small  mahogany  punt  to  all 
parts  of  the  back  water, 
which  seemed  to  me  in 
no  way  altered,  with  the 
exception  that  the  new 
weir  relieves  the  old  weir 
from  a portion  of  the  rush 
of  water,  and  indeed  makes 
the  backwater  mere  enjoy* 
able.  I felt  bappy  in  visit- 
ing my  old  fishing  waters 

again;  there  were  the  same 
chub,  barbel,  and  bream 
swims  as  heretofore,  h rom 
a sketch  made  for  me  by 
young  Mr.  Binford  Byre, 
when  you  leave  Harris  s 
boat-house,  opposite  the 
Lincoln  Arms,  to  the  back 
water,  on  the  left  are  some 
willows  from  under  which 
I have  frequently  taken 
jack.  You  then  come  to 
Halliday’s  hole  — a deep 

whirlpool;  so  named  after  a hsherman  who  was 
drowned  there.  This  hole  is  a noted  P ac®  tor 
barbel ; a stream  runs  in  here  from  a mill,  whicl 
forms  a tumbling  bay,  from  whence  I have 
frequently  taken  perch.  This  spot  is  easily  di 
cernible,  is  there  is  a large  tree  at  the  corner 
surrounded  by  double  May  bushes.  Higher  up 
on  the  left  is  good  for  chub.  Here  the  water 
widens,  is  deep  in  the  middle,  and  contains  .lack, 
bream,  and  perch  of  large  size  ; Fream  very 
abundant.  1 once  had  a match  on  with  the  late 
Dr.  Diamond,  “ the  in- 
ventor of  paper  photo-  

graphy,”  who  was  stayin.g  r 

at  Weybridge.  He  fished  ; . 

with  one  of  his  boys,  f | . 

with  another.  The  doctor  1 

fished  Halliday’s  hole,  and  ; 

took  a quantity  of  barbel 
and  one  large  perch; 
largest  barbel  filb.  1 fished 
the  bream  water,  and 
caught  a good  many ; 
some  eels,  and  a flounder 
which  weighed  a pound, 
the  fisherman,  Charles 
Keen,  told  me  that  they 
generally  caught  one  at 
this  spot  every  year.  They 
are  supposed  to  have  been 
left  behind  when  Tedding- 
ton  Weir  was  constructed. 

On  weighing  in,  the 
Doctor’s  lot  beat  mine  by 
three  pounds.  1 forget 
our  exact  total,  but  it  was 
over  701b. , so  1 lost  the 
wager — a bottle  of  port, 
which  we  enjoyed  at 
Doctor  Diamond’s  hospit- 
able board  afterwards. 

Higher  op  towards  the 


There  are  several  streams  about  here,  one  is 
called  Brooks  Stream,  and  is  famous  for  spawning 
pike,  the  Bull-dog  Stream,  and  O d 
1 have  fished  all  many  a time,  but  nevei  caught 
fisli  ii’OiTi  tliem.  ^ v.f 

f once,  fishing  with 

seven  jack  in  succession  above  Halliday  s hole 
?he  laigest  was  about  101b.,  and  he  was  hooked 
with  the  snap-tackle  on  the  top  of  his  bead , I 
had  a deal  of  trouble  witb  this 
brought  to  the  landing-net,he  struggled  and  broke 
tl.rongh  the  mesh  of  the  old  net  and  got  away. 


water  but  permission  is  readily  given.  The  late 

hotel  side,  the  accumulation  of  --0  y i 

notei  Slue,  farther  end  are  weeds 

sewage  matter.  At  tne  lui  u „ , , _ m a n a 


which  contain  jack. 


A 


OLD  SHEPPERTON  WEIR. 


When  a few  yards  off  he  leapt  out  of  water  foi  , 
iov  T thought,  thankful  for  his  escape.  Charles  ^ 
E’en  was  A Chvrch  man,  and  very  much  re- 
spected, but  when  he  threw  the  net  after  the  fiJi, 

his  vexation  was  excusable. 

Miss  Maynie  Eyre,  a clever  artist,  and  ^^gbtei 
of  Mr.  H.  B.  Eyre,  the  picture  dealer  and  noted 
I expert  of  Lower  Grosvenor-place,  has  kindly, 
frJm  her  brother’s  punt,  made  two  sketches  ot 
! the  Old  and  New  Shepperton  Weirs,  up  to  date, 
which  I present  to  the  Editor  to  use  as  he  pleases. 


c member  of  the  T.A.P.S. 

fished  that  portionfrom  his 

own  punt  a few  years  ago 
— but  the  farmer  who  owns 
the  ground  there,  which 
slopes  to  the  Thames, 
called  him  a trespasser,  as| 
he  had  not  asked  his  per- 
mission, and  compelled 
him  to  give  up  the  five 
jack  he  had  caught.  From 
personal  experience,  all 
fish  should  be  transported 
in  the  water  they  are  used 
to,  and  gradually  adding 
purer  water  to  acclimatise 
them.  The  roach  I have 
taken  home  with  me  foi 
my  aquarium  from  the 
Serpentine  have  to  go 
through  the  same  process. 
The  manager  of  the  Oat- 
lands Park  Hotel,  formerly 
the  residence  of  the 
Duchess  of  York,  permits 
visitors  to  view  the  famous 
grotto  which  was  built  by 
the  first  Earl  of  Lincoln  at 
a cost  of  £40,000.  Close 
by  is  the  Duchess  of  York  s 
Dog  Cemetery,  there  are 
sixty-three  tombstones,  with  the  names  and  dates 
on  each.  Some  of  the  favourites  have  eulogistic 

r\nP.  Ol  WD.1CD.  -L 


verses  inscribed  on  the  stone,  one 
copied— to  the  memory  of  Julia;— 

“ Here  Julia  rests,  and  here  each  day 

Her  Mistress  strews  her  grave  with  ttowei  , 
Mourning  her  loss  whose  frolic  play. 
Enlivened  oft  the  lonesome  hours. 

From  Denmark  did  her  race  descend,  . . 
Beauteous  her  form,  and  mild  her  spirit, 

Oomnanion  gay,  and  faithful  friend,  . 

May  ye  who  read  this  have  half  her  merit. 


at 

in 


NEW  SHEPPERTON  tVElR 


^ column  erected 
Weybridge  in  1820, 
memory  of  the  Duchess 
of  York,  served  as  the 
converging  point  from  the 
stone  known  as  the  oeyen 
Dials.  The  stone  which 
formed  the  base,  and  gave 
the  directions  of  the  Seven 
Dials,  not  being  wanted  in 
I'orming  the  monunient,  it 
was  turned  into  a stepping- 
stone  near  the  adjoining 
inn,  where  it  now  lies 
half  sunk  in  the  earth. 
Another  account  I have 
read  describes  the  column 
having  been  erected  by  a 
City  goldsmith  in  the  bt. 
Giles’s  - fields  then,  now 
called  Seven  Dials,  to  pre- 
vent travellers  losing  their 
way.  When  streets  and 
houses  covered  the  space, 
the  monument  was  sold  to 
a stonemason,  from  whom 
it  was  bought  for  its  pre- 
■ purpose.  Ih  Diy  s 


sent 


Trivia  ” are  these  lines 


Higher  op  lowarua  Did  Weir  is  a fine 

run  of  water,  which  contains  barbel  and  trout 
IMany  hundreds  of  large  trout  have  been  cauHit 
here,  which  cost  the  captors, 
reckoned,  a guinea  an  ounce.  1 was  fishing  Ha  li- 
day’s  hole  once  with  my  wife,  when  a monstei 
barbel  seized  her  bait ; she  held  on  so  tight,  ant  , 
being  of  a light  figure,  the  fish  neaily  pulled  hei 
out  of  the  punt.  It  must  have  been  a large  lish 
indeed,  for  she  called  out  to  me  for  lu  Ip,  1 taking 
hold  of  her  dress  leforo  the  fellow  broke  away. 
This  so  alarmed  her  that  she  would  not  fish  again. 


Opposite  the  new  weir  on  the  Surrey  side^ 
there  are  several  garden  seats  from  whence  j 
there  is  a pretty  view  of  the  tumbling  waters  and  . 
Mirronnding  scenery.  This  - ™och  vm.te^^^  j 

by  artists  and  photographers.  The  larp  trout  j 
caught  here  exceed  in  ((uantity  those  taken  , 
other  weirs.  My  impression  is  that  they  are 
driven  out  of  the  main  river  by  the  steam  E^h^'^Fes, 
and  find  a genial  haven  at  the  weirs  and  in  the 
l,ack  water.  The  Fishhig  Gmetfe  records  verify 
this.  In  Oatlands  Park  is  a lake  which  contains 
carl),  jack,  roach,  rudd,  and  eels.  It  is  a private 


Where  fam'd  St.  Giles  s ’ 

An  in-rail’d  column  rears  lofty  «ea  . 

Here  to  seven  streets  seven  dials  count  their  y, 
And  from  eacli  other  catch  th® 

Here  oft  the  peasant,  wit.i  ?o  nlace 

Bewildered,  trudges  on  trom  P^.^o 
He  dwells  on  every  sign  ®biiud 
Enters  the  narrow  alley® 

Tries  every  winding  court  and 
And  doubles  over  his  weary  steps  again. 


Among  the  most  interesting  memorials  in  the 
P.riT  diu.rch,  SI.  James,  Weybnda 
sculpture  of  the  Duchess  of  \ork  bj  Ghantrej. 


Jin  A 1,  181)J 


THE  EfSirrNG  (JAZm’F. 


A VRoPO.^ED  ENG 


Mir, — An  oppoitnnity  for  securing  a splendid 
fisliirg  resort  is  offered  to  l\rr.  George  Know  les, 
of  Syrencot,  near  Salisbury,  Wilts,  and  myself. 

The  property  is  known  as  Bad  Boll,  and 
embraces  forty  miles  of  each  side  of  the  Wutach 
(except  a portion  below  Weizen,  where  one  side  is 
in  Switzerland),  which  is  acknowledged  to  be  the 
best  trout  and  grayling  river  in  the  Black  Forest. 


LlSlI  t'ISlUNli  CLIII!  IN  Til 


I have  .satisfied  myself  that  on  the  purchase  of 
the  property  there  will  be  no  netting  rights 
whatever  reserved.  The  nearest  railway  station 
is  Neustadt,  ten  miles  from  the  iiropert}',  with 
easy  access  by  driving  along  splendid  roads,  but 
the  most  direct  route  from  London  is  to 
Donaueschingen  Station  on  the  Schwarzwald 
Railway.  By  this  route  Bad  Boll  can  be  reached 


E BLACK  EOHEST. 


there  is  sullicient  interest  taken  in  the  matter  td 
encourage  us  to  complete  the  preliminary 
arrangements. 

With  this  view,  I would  ask  that  all  who  are 
desirous  of  entering  into  the  scheme, communicate 
with  Mr.  F.  Douglas  Norman,  solicitor,  of  4,  New 
Court,  Lincoln’s  Inn,  W.C.,  who  has  offered  his 
services  gratis,  from  whom  draft  of  the  proposed 


BAD  BOLL,  IN  THE  BLACK  FOREST. 


The  scenery  is  magnificent,  embracing  some  of 
the  most  picturesc[ue  spots  in  the  Black  Forest. 

On  the  property,  contiguous  to  the  fishing,  is 
an  hotel  with  a complete  fish-breeding  establish- 
ment, and  at  a small  cost  capital  lawn  tennis 
grounds  can  be  laid  out.  It  has  been  suggested 
that  this  property  be  secured  for  British  sports- 
men, and  that  a scheme  be  promulgated  for  com- 
mencing a fishing  club  by  registering  under  the 
Limited  Liability  Acts. 


in  twenty-six  hours,  whilst  the  return  journey 
only  occupies  twenty-four  hours. 

The  return  fare  from  London  is  about  £10  first 
class,  and  £7  second  class. 

Sir  Rose  Price  mentioned  it  in  a letter  to  the 
Fishing  Gazette  some  short  time  ago.  Several 
gentlemen  well  known  in  the  fishing  world 
have  already  offered  to  take  shares,  but  before 
definitely  formulating  a scheme  to  be  submitted 
to  intending  shareholders,  it  is  desired  to  see  if 


scheme  can  be  obtained,  and  who  will  be  glad  to 
give  any  further  information  desired,  and  where 
photos  can  be  seen. 

If  a sufficient  number  of  favourable  replies  are 
received,  the  matter  will  then  be  at  once  proceeded 
with.  Those  intending  to  become  members  incur 
no  liability  whatever  by  giving  their  adhesion  to 
the  scheme  —I  am.  Sir,  yours,  &c.. 

The  Travellers’  Club,  W.  A'ernon. 

London,  June,  1893. 


ON  THINGS  IN  GENERAL,  AND 
GROUND-BAIT  IN  PARTICULAR. 
{Concluded  from  page  484.) 


Bt  0.  0.  D. 


If  you  recollect  iu  my  last  letter,  I told  you 
that  the  roach  in  the  Lea  very  often  pi  eferred 
the  mixture  of  bread  and  bran,  or,  in  other  ^or  , 
the  gronnd-bait,  to  the  paste  on  the  hook.  Sj 
nosing  1 was  fishing  with  a small  pellet  of  white 
paste^.n  the  hook,  and  a pellet  of  bread  and  bi  a 
worked  up  adhesive  enough  to  ’■O^ain Jo^  some 
time  on  one  small  shot  placed  about  two  incue 
above  the  hook,  this  and  the  bait 
bottom,  whilst  the  three  or  four  sinall  shots  about 
Tfoot  above  the  hook  cocks  the  remarkably 
straight,  thin,  black-bodied,  white-tipped  porcu- 
pine Afloat  to  a nicety  in  the  gentle  stream^ 

Annarently  bites  occur,  but  instead  of  tlie  fish 
beinc  hooked  in  their  mouths,  they  are  caught  in 
their  eyes,  cheeks,  sides,  bellies,  and  even  i 
their  tails.  In  the  early  fifties,  this  L 

a well-known  Lea  angler,  but  it  was  not  lo  g 
before  he  discovered  that  the  supposed  bites 
arose  from  the  fish  helping  themselves  to  the 
ground-bait,  consequently  were  foul  hooked,  and 
on  opening  several  roach  their  stomachs  were 
full  of  bread  and  bran,  and  the  result  was  that 
not  only  he,  but  many  other  Lea  anglers  haie 
adopted  quite  different  tactics  with  respect  to  the 
method  of  using  groniid-bait  with 
results.  I have  frequently  seen  a larp  loat  and 
half  a peck  of  bran,  and  even  more,  thrown  in  a 
swim  in  the  course  of  five  or  six  hours.  One  can 
easily  imagine  the  effect  of  such  an  amount  of 
ground-bait,  especially  in  a swim  with  a very 
gentle  current,  and  probably  fish  conspicuous  by 
their  absence ; and  this  reminds  me  that  if  one 
knew  how  many  fish  were  in  a swim,  one 
could  ground-bait  acconl  ingly ; but  even  the 
number  of  bites  obtained  in  a given  time  is  not 
always  a good  criterion,  for  a swim  may  be  lull 
of  fish  and  not  one  of  them  will  feed.  Impos- 
sible,” I think  I hear  you  say.  All  I know  is  i 
have  seen  a swim  full  of  roach,  also  bream,  and 
known  others  to  be  so  on  several  occasions,  and 
tried  all  sorts  of  baits  without  having  <a  solitary 
nudge,  and  the  only  conclusion  I can  come  to  is 
they  were  either  gorged  to  repletion  or  suffer. iig 
from  previous  gluttony,  the  blues,  oi  were 
hippish  from  some  cause  or  other.  I say 
probably,  because  I contend  it  is  most  peculiar 
I^hat  they  should  all  have  been  of  the  same 
mind.  On  such  cccasions  as  these,  can  it 

be  possible  that  some  grey-headed  grand- 
father (in  other  words  the  “leading  fish) 
has  most  assuredly  by  a majestic  wave  ot  ms 
tail,  stickleback-like  drumming  of  As  bns,  work- 
ing of  his  lips,  rolling  of  his  wonderful  eye,  or 
by  some  peculiar  movement  utterly  unknown  to 
the  unsuspecting  angler,  warned  the  whole  shoal 
that  there  is  danger  ahead,  and  so  prevented 
them  from  taking  the  lure  ? “ Bosh  ! If  birds, 

seals,  and  many  kinds  of  animals  regularly  adopt 
similar  tactics,  why  not  fish  P Anyhow,  we  all 
know  how  much  easier  it  is  to  catch  baby  roach, 
chub,  carp,  &c.,  than  their  fathers  and  mothers. 
To  resume.  On  the  other  hand,  the  swim  may 
not  contain  a single  fish,  and  yet  with  the  idea  of 
getting  them  together,  when,  from  some  cause  or 
the  other  they  are  not  there  to  get,  in  a compara- 
tively short  period,  enough  large-sized  pellets  ot 
bread  and  bran,  or  bread  and  pollard,  are  t mown 
in  to  give  a regular  shoal  of  roach  (should  one 
happen  to  come  along)  a splendid  chance  to  fill 
themselves  to  bursting  point ; whilst  the  angler  is 
o-rumbling  and  growling  because  he  cannot  get  a 
bite  A certain  section  of  the  best  Lea  anglers 
go  a very  different  way  to  work,  for  amongst 
several  remarkable  dodges  is  one  in  the  carrying 
out  of  which  the  ground-bait  is  made  up  very 
much  lighter  than  of  yore,  and  a piece  about  the 
size  of  an  ostrich  egg  is  quite  sufficient  for  an 
ordinary  days’  fishing.  First,  a very  few  smalt 
pieces,  about  the  size  of  a hazel-nut,  are  cast  m f® 
attract  the  fish;  after  which,  they  cover  the 
already  hailed  hook  with  gronnd-bait  made  uj) 
extra  light,  that  is  to  say,  with  plenty  of  bran  and 
very  little  bread,  so  that  it  will  drop  or  come  off 
with  a slight  shake,  “ drizzle  ” down  the  ®wim, 
and  attract  without  feeding  the  fish;  but  if  the 
ground-bait  be  used  as  a hooh-ha,\t,  of  course  it 
must  be  made  up  much  more  adhesive,  and  this  can 


easily  be  accomplished,  if  the  angler  simply  dips 
a pile  from  thl  inside  ot  a loaf  at  lea^st  a day  old 
in  the  water,  in  a piece  of  clean  linen  cloth, 
thoroughly  squeeze  it  nearly  dry,  P 

adding  bran  or  pollard,  and  knead  away 
is  sufficiently  stiff  and  adhesive  for  the  purpose 
required.  It  goes  without  saying,  that  the 
st?onger  the  stream  the  stiffen  it  should  be  made, 
but  in  a perfectly  still  water  it  need  not  be  made  so 
adhesive  as  where  there  is  even  a gentle  stream. 


THE  SALMON  FISHERIES  OF 
NORAVAY. 

{Continued  from  page  436.) 


: 


By  G.  L. 


DEPTH. 

Many  Lea  anglers  know  their  favourite  s'vims 
so  well  they  have  no  occasion  to  plumb  the  depth, 
but  if  the  angler  is  unacquainted  with  the  river 
and  not  certain  of  the  depth,  m shurt,  a novice  at 
the  game,  he  should  use  a very  light 
cover  it  with  a piece  of  ground-bait  whilst  taking 
the  depth,  which  should  be  done  as  quietly  and 

®®H^^sSnld  not  keep  lifting  it  out  to  alter  the 
float,  but  draw  it  slowly  and  carefully  towards 
him  If  properly  carried  out  this  method  will 

not  disturb  the  flsh,  but  on  the  contrary  help 
to  get  them  together.  As  previous  y stated,  the 
ordinary  ground-bait,  intended  to  be  used  as  a 
/loofc-bait  must  be  worked  up  stiff  and  adhesive 
i for  in  warm  weather  roach  are  often  very  paraal 
to  this  lure,  which  should  be  pressed  flatly  upon 
the  hook,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the  fish  can 
be  hooked  better  than  if  a large,  round  or  pear- 
shaped  pellet  be  used,  especially  when  it  becomes 
hardened  by  the  a ction  of  the  water. 


IP  a further  instance  is  needed  to 
correctness  of  the  pUn®iples  underlying 
Norwegian  law,  and  the  certain  benefit  derive 
by  a fishery  from  the  application  o restrictions 
in  the  shape  of  a yearly  and  week  J 
the  case  of  the  “ Laagen  be 

river  in  former  days  was  one  of  the  most  prohuc 


not  only  in  tne  I’lver  ibbtjii  uuu  foil 

the  neighbourhood  of  the  mratb,  the  fishing  fell 
jTiarkedlv  between  1860  and  70. 


THE  UrrEB,  THAMES. 

The  upper  portion  of  the  Thames — more  especi- 
ally in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pangbourne  and 
Goring— may  be  operated  upon  m a similar 
manner  to  the  Lea  in  the  least  bit  heavier  water; 
but  the  bread  and  bran  should  be  made  a little 
stiffer  than  for  Lea  fishing.  A mixture  of  bread 
and  bran  is  an  excellent  bait  ajl  through  the 
Summer,  and  it  may  be  used  either  ledgering 
upon  a clean  bottom  or  float  fisAng  as  described 
atove,  i.e.,  pressed  flatly  upon  a No.  9 or  10  hook 
and,  where  possible,  fishing  just  above  the  top  of 
the  weeds  ; for,  in  spite  of  an  old  angling  Aiend  s 
dictum  that  roach  always  feed  best  on  the 
ground,  I beg  to  inform  him  that  I have  taken 
them  at  all  depths,  more  especially  if  the  water 
be  warm.  They  are  very  fond  of  i-ismg  m a 
clear  water,  or  coming  out  of  the  weeds  Ake 
this  bait,  also  gentles.  Floating  off  the  bottom 
in  hot  weather  with  the  above  baits  often  answeia 
well  in  the  Thames,  Lea,  Medway,  and  more 
often  than  not  in  the  Trent  with  creed  malt, 
wheat,  and  gentles.  Lower  down  the  Thames 
that  is  to  say,  between  Pangbourne  and  Maple 
Durham,  the  current  being  much  heavier  clay 
and  bran,  mixed  with  a very  little  soaked  bread 
may  be  used  with  success  in  some  of  the  chief 
swims,  especially  in  the  first,  second,  and  third 

meadowsbelow  the  weir,when  fishmg  from  thebank 

on  the  Pangbourne  side  of  the  river— a delightful 
and  most  charming  reach  of  the  Thames.  ^ 
of  the  above  ground-bait  should  often  be  thi  owmn, 
as  it  attracts  without  feeding  the  fish,  js 
stated,  as  much  bran  as  possible 
to  a very  small  portion  of  bread  I am  quite 
aware  that  some  of  the  Thames  professionals  soak 
all  the  crust  and  mix  it  with  clay,  and  this  may 
account  for  the  small  cube  of  the  tuner _ crust 
being  such  a successful  hook-bait:  but  m my 
humble  opinion  too  much  bread  is  often  used, 
and  when  this  is  the  case  it  is  apt  to  separate 
from  the  clay  and  over  feed  the  fish.  1 he  small 
pieces  of  crust  break  away,  float  down  the  stream, 
and  take  the  flsh  with  them. 


OENER.1.L  REMARKS,  M.AINLY  TO  THE  NOVICE. 

Ill  all  cases  of  using  bread  and.  bran  in  a I’ljer, 
if  possible,  choose  a swim  shoaling  at  the  end  ot 
it,  as  the  bread  and  bran  does  not  work  out,  and 
as  a rule  the  fish  are  not  so  easily  frightened,  i 
is  little  or  no  use  casting  lightly  made-up  bait 
into  a stream  too  swift  for  it,  or,  in  other  words. 
It  is  little  use  throwing  ground-bait  prepared  foi 
the  Lea  into  such  a river  as  the  Arun,  either  on 
the  ebb  or  flow  of  the  tide.  Study  well  the 
depth  and  force  of  the  current,  and  make  up  the 
ground-bait  accordingly.  In  slow  rivers  like  the 
Lea  always  use  plenty  of  bran  with  youi  AeM. 
Ill  stronger  and  deeper  swims,  more  especially  in 
a coloured  water,  inclose  whole  worms  in  balls 
mixed  with  bran;  dismembered  worms  may 
often  be  used  in  slacks  and  gentle  eddies  with 
success. 


tne  neiguouui j ; 

off  very  markedly  between  1860  and 

After  prolonged  fighting  among  ^be  various 
interests  involved,  a resolution 
limiting  the  netting  on  the  river  to  three  days  a 
week  while  in  1888  similar  action  m regard  to 
The  sea  fisheries,  by  which  they 
four  days  a week,  was  taken.  The  resul 
apparent  in  the  following  figures  :--In  1879  and 

1830,  before  any  "lakes  of 

weekly  close  time  existed,  1^®  and 

salmon  in  the  Laagen  amounted 
8400kg.  respectively,  a falling  off  ® 

10  000k<^  from  the  average  of  ten  years  fro 

ti  1875°'  Even  as  early  a!  1881  there  was  a slight 
mprovement,  which  continued  A®”  y®^"f ° ^ he 
alm^ost  uninterruptedly  until  in 

netting  both  in  fresh  and  sa  t wate"  had  been 
limited-the  take  amounted  to  ^l.OOOkg^  and  m 
18Q1  In  37  OOOke.,  or,  in  other  words,  the  river 
yielded  these  quantities  of  salmon  in  ^ree  ^ 
Sir  fishing, L against  about  one-third  ol  the 
weight  that  used  to  be  taken  m s‘»  <lV  • „ ( 

With  regard  more  especially  to  the  effect 
bac^-nets  when  used  in  large  numbers,  we  may 
recall  the  influence  of  these  destructive  engines 
on  some  of  the  Scottish  fisheries.  About  ®^ 
1822  they  were  introduced  on  the  Al^r  eens  ir 
coast  and  by  1830  considerable  numbers  were  in 
“so  in  the  .iighbourhood  of  the  Dee  Donjn 
spite  of  enhanced  prices  ^he  value  of  t y ly 
tike  of  salmon  on  these  two  rivers  had  d finished 
to  the  extent  of  £18,000  by  ^he  year  I860,  and, 
owing  to  the  same  influences  on  the  Moray  Firt  , 
the  fisheries  on  the  Beauly  declined  ^®  ®®®‘^J'L; 
and  those  of  the  Ness  to  a fourth  of  their 
former  value.  On  the  north-west  coast  of 
Sutherland  the  bag-nets  were  introduced  about 
1835  acd  up  to  1850  or  1851  they  rapidly  increased 
L number^s;  so  -nch  injury  however, 

L^foiU^  Vu:  vGiile  in  1839 

doMled.  ""underThe  same  malign 
the  net  fishing  on  the  west  ®®=’’"^ 
county  in  the  neighbourhood  ot  the  rivers 
Inver^and  Kirkaig,  fell  in  the  five  years  between 
1847  and  1851  from  42,000  to  1300  salmon.  The 
following  year  a new  lessee  took  the  hstiiQgs  and 
worked  them  without  bag-nets  the 
that  barely  thirty  fish  were  killed  in  these  two 
rivers  and^in  the  neighbourhood  cf  their  mouths. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond’s  fisheries  ®®^® 
portion  of  the  Spey  and  at  the  mouth  of  that 
river  form  another  case  in  point.  ^P  to  t e 
middle  of  the  century  they  had  b.en  At  for  a 
number  of  years,  during  which  bag-nets  were  the 
principal  m^eans  of  capture,  and  at  the  e^P'^’y  ° 
the  lease  the  yearly  take  had  fallen  • y 

mLri“iy.  tL  Da\e  then  took  the  fishmg  mto 

his  own  hands  and  did  away  with 
for  a distance  of  some  seven  mile.  ®^  ®®^®^  f Af:® 

“w’J“faTen:\lfSxt TeaA  i0,98O,  a^nd  so  greatly 

^filTy^arf  l?oi“f8?rt‘o  1st  ™2d  11.00 

salmon  fisheries  of  a severe  course  of  bag-netting, 
and  of  what  may  be  done  to  obviate 
the  above  would  seem  sufficient  f®-^  J\®  P^\P®f^ 
and  we  would  now  briefly  mention  the  tliim 
important  clause  in  the  new 
namely,  that  which  refers  to  the  size  of  the  mes  . 


July  1,  ISDIi] 


THE  EISIHNG  GAZETTE 


It  is  a generally  recognised  fact  among  all  the 
river  and  coast  fishermen  of  Norway,  that  the 
grilse  (“  laeksing  ” or  “ t(crt,”  as  they  are  called), 
which  generally  run  about  41b.,  double  their 
weight,  at  least,  during  the  succeeding  twelve 
months. 

In  the  market  the  grilse  fetch  little  more  than 
half  the  price  of  full-grown  fish  ; in  one  year, 
therefore,  during  the  transition  from  the  grilse 
to  the  salmon  stage,  they  practically  quadruple 
their  value.  The  clauses  in  the  Act,  which  reduce 
to  four  days  the  period  during  each  week  when 
■netting  is  lawful,  and  which  extend  the  autumn 
close  time,  have  met  with  strong  opposition  in 
many  parts  of  the  country ; but  that  the  grilse 
should  be  allowed  to  escape  has  been  almost 
unanimously  recognised  as  not  only  advantageous, 
but  necessary  for  the  proper  keeping  up  of  the 
•^tock  of  salmon.  Much  has  been  done  of  late 
years  to  assist  the  Norwegian  fisheries  in  the 
direction  of  artificial  hatching,  and  by  the  con- 
struction of  salmon  ladders  or  passes  at  different 
waterfalls,  but  the  difficulties  in  carrying  out  the 
former,  arising  from  climatic  and  local  conditions, 
are  very  great,  and  in  this  connection,  also,  a 
parallel  may  be  drawn  between  the  Norwegian 
climate  and  that  of  the  British  Isles,  which  shows 
how  great  are  the  advantages  possessed  by  the 
latter. 

Surrounded  on  all  sides  by  the  sea,  there  is  but 
little  severe  cold  in  winter  or  great  heat  in 
summer,  while  the  rainfall  is  a heavy  one  com- 
pared with  that  of  Norway,  as  the  following  figures 


••show  : 

Average 
rainfall  in 

District.  millimetres. 

England. ^ — West  Coast 1026 

South  Coast 955 

East  Coast  665 

Scotland. — West  Coast 1488 

East  and  North  Coasts  867 

Ireland. — West  Coast  1115 

East,  South,  and  North 904 

Finmarken  316 

Tromsii  to  the  Trondhjem  Fjord  823 

Trondhjem  Fjord  to  Lindernais  1309 

South  Coast 889 

Inland  516 


While  the  English  rivers  have  thus  an  ample 
supply  of  water,  those  of  Norway  are  by  no 
means  so  well  off.  Owing  to  the  low  temperature 
that  prevails  in  winter,  the  fall  which  occurs  at 
that  time  of  the  year  takes  the  form  of  snow, 
which  does  not  therefore  contribute  to  the  supply 
of  the  streams  until  spring  or  summer.  Partly 
owing  to  this,  and  partly  to  the  binding  effect  of 
severe  frost  upon  the  earth  and  the  moisture 
which  it  contains,  the  volume  of  water  in  the 
rivers  in  winter  falls  to  an  exceedingly  low  level, 
especially  in  the  months  of  February  and  March. 
Such  is  the  shrinkage  which  takes  place  at  that 
time,  especially  in  the  more  northern  parts  of  the 
country,  in  the  volume  of  water  discharged  by 
even  the  largest  rivers,  that  those  who  have  only 
seen  them  in  spring  and  summer  could  hardly 
credit  it.  The  spawn  having  been  deposited  by 
the  salmon  in  water  which  was  shallow  before 
the  shrinkage  took  place,  becomes  thus  exposed 
to  the  action  of  the  air  and  severe  frost  for  a 
prolonged  period. 

While  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  freezing  of 
salmon  roe  is  not  necessarily  fatal  to  the  embryo 
fish  when  it  is  succeeded  shortly  by  a thaw,  a long 
and  hard  frost  under  such  circumstances  always 
involves  destruction,  and  especially  is  it  unlikely 
that  roe  should  survive  this  process  when  buried 
in  the  gravel  exposed  to  the  different  pressures 
and  movements,  the  results  of  freezing  and  the 
succeeding  thaw. 

This,  however,  is  not  the  only  serious  damage 
with  which  the  spawning  operations  of  salmon 
are  threatened  on  Norwegian  rivers,  the  action  of 
drifting  surface  ice  being  very  destructive.  On 
some  of  them  this  phase  occurs  as  often  as  six  or 
eight  times  in  the  same  year  in  the  coast  districts 
where  the  frequent  changes  of  temperature  bring 
about  sudden  and  violent  floods,  which  break  up 
the  ice  and  bring  it  away  in  masses.  Not  only 
do  these  scrape  along  the  bottom  of  the  shallow 
spawning  beds  for  long  distances,  and  do  an  im- 
mense amount  of  damage  to  the  roe  or  young  fish, 
but  they  fre((uently  get  jammed  together  and 
piled  up  in  huge  heaps,  among  which  the  full- 
grown  salmon  become  involved  and  perish  in 
numbers. 

Long  and  continuous  severe  frost,  too,  causes 


the  formation  of  ground  ice  on  the  shallow  spawn- 
ing-beds, which,  when  the  thaw  succeeds,  becomes 
disrupted,  and  the  roe  is  destroyed  and  carried 
away  with  the  gravel  and  stones  attached  to  the 
ice. 

On  some  of  the  more  northerly  of  our  Scottish 
streams  such  occurrences  may  sometimes  take 
place,  but  even  in  them  they  are  very  rare,  and 
the  disadvantages  in  this  regard  under  which 
the  great  majority  of  Norwegian  ones  suffer  is 
apparent.  Under  the  superintendence  and  advice 
of  Herr  Landmark,  the  fishery  inspector,  a good 
many  experiments  in  the  construction  of  salmon 
ladders  have  been  undertaken,  and  although  not 
by  any  means  uniformly  successful,  very  con- 
siderable additions  have  been  made  to  the  river 
tracts  accessible  to  the  migratory  salmonidm.  Up 
till  recently  the  fishing  on  the  fine  large  river 
which  enters  at  the  head  of  the  Vefsen  Fjord  was 
practically  confined  to  one  huge  pool  immedi- 
ately below  the  fall  called  “ Fosjord,”  and  situated 
at  a distance  of  some  seven  miles  only  from  the 
sea  ; now  the  fish  have  been  enabled  not  only  to 
ascend  this  fall  to  a fine  series  of  pools  above  it, 
but  a second  foss  at  the  top  of  the  reach  has  been 
rendered  passable  to  the  fish,  which  have  thus 
been  given  access  to  some  twenty  miles  more  of 
river.  On  the  “ Suldal  ” river,  which  enters  the 
Ryfylke  Fjord  near  Stavanger,  there  used  to  be 
a small  fall  close  to  the  mouth,  and  so  crammed 
was  this  with  traps  and  other  contrivances  that 
few  fish  ever  got  up,  and  such  a thing  as  rod- 
fishing above  was  never  dreamt  of.  In  1884  an 
Englishman  secured  the  rights  on  a long  lease, 
cleared  away  all  the  obstacles,  artificial  and  other- 
wise, in  the  pass,  andthe  Suldal  now  affords  sport 
on  its  upper  reaches  inferior  to  that  obtained  on 
but  few  rivers  in  Norway.  In  addition  to  arti- 
ficialhatching on  a considerable  scale,  the  lessee 
carried  out  some  interesting  experiments  in  the 
marking  of  salmon,  which,  although  by  no 
means  conclusive  as  to  the  habits  of  these  fish, 
showed  some  curious  results. 

From  these  and  others  of  a similar  kind  we  are 
disposed  to  think  that  no  fixed  rule  can  be  applied 
regarding  the  visits  of  salmon  to  fresh- water  for 
spawning  purposes.  A certain  number  of  fish — 
more  especially  females — it  has  been  proved, 
ascend  the  rivers  for  two  or  more  years  in  succes- 
sion, but  that  all  or  even  the  bulk  of  the  salmon 
in  the  sea  do  so,  is  certainly  not  the  case.  On  the 
great  Tana  river  in  Northern  Scandinavia,  to 
which  the  fish  have  access  for  over  200  miles,  and 
with  which  we  have  had  considerable  personal 
experience,  the  discrepancy  between  the  average 
size  of  the  salmon  and  the  grilse  is  so  marked,  as 
to  suggest  a residence  in  salt  water  of  at  least 
one  year  between  ithe  salmon  and  the  grilse 
stage ; the  former  do  not  average  more 
than  41b.,  the  latter  from  191b.  to  221b.,  and  in 
some  seasons  even  more. 

The  Birkrem  river,  which  enters  salt  water  at 
Ekersund  on  the  south-eastern  coast,  is  the  most 
recent  success  in  the  way  of  opening  up  fresh- 
water to  the  migratory  fish. 

Up  to  about  five  years  ago  an  obstruction  in 
the  shape  of  a fall  called  the  Fotlandsfoss,  some 
25ft.  in  height,  existed  at  a distance  of  less  than 
an  English  mile  from  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
Although  naturally  not  an  insuperable  obstacle 
to  the  fish,  it  was,  like  the  Sandsfoss  on  the 
Suldal,  practically  rendered  so  by  numerous 
cruives  and  traps.  The  fishing  rights,  however, 
were  secured  by  a Norwegian  syndicate,  who 
cleared  away  all  the  traps  and  constructed  a 
salmon  pass  which  has  proved  a great  success. 

Large  numbers  of  fish  now  visit  the  upper 
waters  of  the  river ; last  season  very  fair  sport 
with  the  rod  was  obtained,  and  it  has  this  year 
been  secured  by  one  of  our  countrymen  on  lease 
at  a very  substantial  rent.  The  extent  of  water, 
however,  is  a very  considerable  one  ; the  river  is 
fed  by  several  large  and  deep  lakes,  always  an 
advantage.  There  is  an  abundance  of  capital 
spawning  ground,  and  there  is  every  likelihood 
that  the  Birkremselv  will  become  a first-class 
salmon  river. 

There  are  many  other  Norwegian  salmon 
streams  which  would  be  well  worth  taking  in 
hand,  and  on  which  extended  and  greatly 
improved  sport  might  be  obtained.  A good 
deal  of  discretion  must,  however,  be  exercised  in 
the  selection  before  any  expense  is  incurred. 

In  the  first  place,  of  course,  the  exclusive  rights 
on  the  water  to  be  opened  up  must  be  obtained 


for  a very  considerable  number  of  years  at  any 
rate,  if  not  by  purchase,  and  so,  too,  with  regard  to 
the  fishing  rights  on  the  coast  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  mouth  of  the  chosen  stream. 
These  will  very  likely  form  a substantial  addition 
to  the  rent,  but  their  possession  will  ultimately 
contribute  materially  to  the  success  of  the 
venture.  Glacier  streams  are  to  be  avoided ; 
their  courses  are  generally  too  rapid  to  contain 
much  good  angling  water,  their  temperature  is 
too  low  to  be  attractive  to  salmon,  and  in  conse- 
quence— as,  for  instance,  in  the  case  of  the  nume- 
rous and  considerable  rivers  which  have  their 
sources  in  the  great  Justedal  glacier — the  bulk 
of  the  fish  which  ascend  them  are  bull  and  sea- 
trout.  And  so,  too,  with  regard  to  the  rivers  of 
Norsk  Finmarken  ; except  the  Tana  (not  a purely 
Norwegian  stream),  Pasvig,  Neiden,  Laxelv,  and 
Maalselv,  there  is  hardly  one  frequented  by 
salmon  in  any  numbers ; the  migratory  fish 
consist  almost  entirely  of  trout  and  Arctic  char. 
On  account  of  the  severity  of  the  climate,  indeed, 
rivers  in  the  far  north  generally  are  not  satis- 
factory, and  anyone  desirous  of  experimenting  in 
this  direction,  would  do  well  to  restrict  himself 
to  the  country  south  of  the  Namsen. 


^cofcf)  ^XofC6. 

By  Mac. 

On  the  larger  and  deeper  lochs  of  the  High- 
lands, whose  best  season  is  midsummer,  sport  has 
kept  up  wonderfully,  notwithstanding  the  long 
continuance  of  the  drought.  They  have  not, 
however,  fished  so  well  as  they  certainly  would 
have  done  under  normal  conditions.  The  drought 
has  had  the  effect  of  causing  many  of  the 
shallower  loch’s  fishing  to  go  down  to  nothing. 
These  lochs,  over  a wide  area  of  the  Scottish 
Highlands,  contain  the  best  trout  for  sport, 
average  size,  and  eating.  Iti  many  of  them  the 
trout  are  also  pink-fleshed.  Among  the  principal 
large  lochs  that  have  kept  up  well  are  Ericht  and 
Raunoch.  The  Tay  last  week  was  lower  than  the 
oldest  resident  on  its  banks  can  remember  having 
seen  it.  The  loch  also  was  very  low,  yet,  not- 
withstanding, some  anglers  out  from  Ardeonaig 
Hotel  had  good  baskets  from  it  of  trout,  not  far 
short  of  the  41b.  average.  Loch  Fewn,  near  Loch 
Inver — another  good  loch — gave  good  sport  of 
late.  On  good  fishing  days,  when  the  best  parts 
of  it  are  fished,  the  trout  that  make  up  the 
baskets  average  pretty  nearly  |lb. 


A 64- FOUNDER  from  Loch  Awe,  a 64-pounder 
from  Loch  Shin,  an  8|-pounder  from  Loch  Shin, 
a 9-pounder  from  Loch  Urigill,  and  a I2-pounder 
from  Loch  Rannoch  were  the  chief  of  the  heavy- 
weight salmo  ferox  got  by  anglers  on  Scotch  lochs 
last  week.  

One  day  last  week  a gentleman  had  the  grand 
basket  of  twenty-five  trout,  weighing  321b.,  off 
Loch  Leven.  In  two  competitions  held  on  the 
loch — that  of  the  Waverley  Club,  Edinburgh, 
with  twenty-one  members  forw’ard,  and  that  of 
the  Clackmannan  Club  with  nine — the  two  first 
prize  takers  were  respectively,  Mr.  A.  Dixon,  who 
had  twelve  trout,  111b.  24oz. ; and  Mr.  J. 
McDonald,  who  had  six,  51b.  84oz. 


The  Brechin  and  Edzell  boys  did  it  though, 
which  indubitably  proves  that  they  are  “guid 
men  tu.”  They  were  out  in  strong  force  on  the 
North  Esk  and  the  Bervie  last  \7ednesday,  in 
their  second  competition  for  the  season.  Low — 
something  frightful  for  low  water  it  was  said — 
were  both  streams,  yet  notwithstanding  several  of 
the  rods  did  well,  getting  trout  up  to  lib.  weight, 
and  a big  catch  otherwise.  William  Burnett  took 
first  prize  with  a basket  291b.  2oz. ; D.  K.  Smart, 
second  prize  with  one  221b.  lloz. 

Some  nice  trout  have  been  got  of  late  from 
Loch  Tulla,  Blackmount,  Argyleshire.  The  trout 
of  this  loch  are  stiff  to  put  up,  and  probably  not 
very  numerous,  but  they  are  beauties. 

Anglers  have  this  week  got  some  good 
takes  of  sea-trout  from  the  Feugh — that  nice 
little  sporting  tributary  of  the  Dee  near  Ban- 
chory. 


[JrLY  ],  1893 


The  Scottish  rivers,  in  which  the  spate  that 
came  with  the  end  of  last,  rose  to  a good  height 
and  which  had  it  continuing  pretty  heavy  earlj 
this  week,  have  not  yet  given  such  good  ant,hn„ 
results  as  generally  it  was  believed  they  would 
by  this  time.  Personally  I did  not  share  tjie 
belief  that  sport  would  be  great  within  the  week 
The  first  summer  flood  after  ^ „ 

drought,  unless  very  heavy  and  little  shoit  of  a 
week's  duration,  invariably  seems,  as  »t  [uns 
down  to  angling  ply,  to  be  very  inky  in  coloiir 
as  a result  of  the  peat  oozings  or  sijpmf/s  ^he 
mosses  and  peaty  hillsides. 

appears  after  a flood  or  two  fo  owing  not  long 
afterwards,  with  which  the  bottom  also  gets 
cleaned  of  the  peaty  sediment  which  setUes  with 
the  running  out  of  the  first  flood,^and  which  is 
certainly  not  in  favour  of  fish  tauing  special  y 
well.  

As  a rule,  it  is  about  this  tirne  of  tbeyear  that  the 
wary  old  trout  of  our  northern  ^ 

their  guard,  and  that  a good  ^^^ny  of  them 

taken  in  and  done  for.  “on 

were  nicked  on  Don  and  peveron.  Ihe  b on 

yielded  several  of  weights 

While  the  Deveron,  it  is  reported,  8=^^®  °Viib 

and  a fair  number  ranging 

The  fly  did  little  in  bringing  up  these  big  chaps, 

almosJ^  the  whole  of  which  tbe 

the  evening-or,  correctly  speaking,  dm  mg  the 
night-with  worm,  par-tail,  and  natural  miiinovu 
Mn  George  Sim,  A.L.S.,  naturalist.  King-street, 
Aberdeen,  has  this  week  set  up  a most  pei  feet 
specimen  of  the  salmo  J'ario,  weighing  41b,,  which 
^as  canght  on  the  Don  on  Saturday  night  I 
have  not  seen  another  such  mce-looking  trout  of 
this  weight  for  a long  time. 


An  Aberdeen  correspondent  writes  me; 
“There  was  probably  not  much  improvernent  in 

the  salmon  last  week  ; stiil, 

•wcrderfullv.  The  average  weight  at  present  is 
from  101b.  to  121b„  the  smallest  ^out  Wb. 

and  the  largest  running  as  high  as  -jhlb.  ^ win^ 
to  the  stormy  weather  about  the  end  of  last  week, 

nearly  all  the  nets  in  the  Pee 

in  the  Dee  district  were  adrift.  The  1 

itself  has  not  done  much  except  in  trout  fishing. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  weather  will  settle  now, 
although  it  looked  like  a gale  from  the  south-east 
this  (Tuesday)  morning.  There  is  a.  nasty  fog 
hanoing  over  the  sea  however.  On  Friday  and 
Saturday  last  there  was  a regular  storm  on  Don- 
side  and,  in  fact,  it  was  rather  heavy  for  the  deep 
water  in  the  Dee  district.  The  Don  was  not 
much  flooded,  and  very  few  fish  seem  to  Pave  been 
taken.  A good  deal  of  water  has  been  running 
in  the  Dee,  but  the  fishing  has  not  been  of  much 
account  except  in  trout.  A few  hundreds  of  these 
were  "ot  on  Friday  and  Saturday,andtwo  beauti- 
7ul  salmon  were  landed  at  the  Pot  and  Fords 
station  on  Friday.  They 

haul  of  the  net,  and  weighed  together  64lb. 
Grilse  are  still  improving  both  in  weight  and 
.(uantity,  but  not  so  fast  as  could  be  desired, 
lery  few  reach  as  high  as  the  average 

weight  being  not  more  than  bT^b.  Sea-trout 
are  also  keeping  iip-the  finality  is  better  than 
has  been  known  for  a good  tew  seasons  back. 
The  average  weight  is  Ulb._  There  still 

hopes  that  if  fair  weather  is  experienced  the 
summer  fishing  will  prove  a success.  It  was 
reported  the  other  day  that  the  Aberdeen  Har- 
bor Commissioners  had  got  a haul  of  --b  j fas  , 
weif^hing  18001b.  From  this  take  being  stated  to 
be  a ‘ haul,’  a misapprehension  is  likely  to  arise, 
as  a haul  is  generally  understood  to  mean  a 
sweep  of  the  net.  The  real  facts  are ; the  take 
in  fjuestion  was  not  the  result  of  a haul.  Put  of 
several  days'  fishing.  A great  many  of  the 
harbour  nets  that  had  not  been  searched  from 
Friday  morning  until  Monday  and  similarly  t e 
horse  nets  at  the  pier,  which  all  through  t 
storm  had  fished  beautifully— these,  with  others 
after  iiractically  three  days  fishing,  gav 
haul  ’ referred  to,  which,  consequently,  is  nothm^^ 
wonderful,  everything  considered. 

Mr.  David  Mirray,  fishing  tackle  maker, 
Brechin,writes  ; — “ Thursday  last  rain  commenced 
to  fall  early  in  the  forenoon,  and  it  continued 
without  intermission  until  next  day.  The  rivers 
and  streams  consequently  got  up,  and  anglers. 


ouite  elated,  are  now  on  the  war  path  in  full 
force  expecting  with  every  confidence  that 
heavy  creels  will  be  much  more  common  than 
for  Jany  weeks  hitherto.  J ust  before  the  oucorae 
the  rain  and  when  the  streams  were  foul  m 
the  bottom’  and  low  as  they 

seen  our  local  club  mustered  out  well,  and  had 
Wednesday  last)  an  angling  co^Pf^N^r  h 
which  they  dispersed  themselves  over  the  North 
Esk,  and^South  Esk  and  tributaries,  and  the 
Bervie.  Worm  accounted  for  the  greater  bulk  of 
the  fish  that  were  creeled.  The  heaviest  basket 
was  St  Som  the  M.rk  of  the  North  Esk,  up 
Gleiiesk,  but  it  was  made  up  of  very 
For  getting  it,  the  prizeman,  I should  say,  had 
more  credit  for  showing  endurance  than  skill  , 
vet  I frraiit  he  is  quite  a deft  hand,  as  his  previous 
Record’s  abundantly  prove.  The  first  and  secon^^ 
prizeman  had  between  them  52lb.  weight  of  trout. 
XTtors  have  had  good  sport  on  the  Glenesk 
streams  since  the  rain  came  to  increase  the 
volume  of  water.  To;day  (Tuesday)  ram  is  again 
falling  heavily,  so  it  is  certain  that  Pshin,^ 
now  be  good  lor  some  time.  The  Edzell  AngliD^ 
Club  held  its  third  competition  for  the  spson  on 
Saturday,  but  though  the  water  right  the 

creels  were  rather  light.  Messrs.  Eoberlson 
Lindsay,  Cooper,  and  Davie  did  P®f 
as  it  was.  Edzell  anglers  had  bettei  look  to 
their  laurels,  as,  in  spite  of  the 
water,  the  cathedral  town  anglers  filled  their 

creels.”  

I ORSERVE  it  Stated  in  the  Boss-shire  Journal,  as 
Ardross  news,  that,  “ a magnificent  specimen  of 
the  golden  eagle  was  trapped  the  other  day  on 
the  Strathrusdale  Moor,  by  Mr.  Macleod,  game- 

keeper.  It  was  an  unusually  large  one,  measu  - 

hig^even  feet  from  tip  to  tip  of  its  wings.  It 
has  been  sent  to  London  for  preservation. 


one  can  realise  in  some  sense  tnfb  Vw 

prolonged  has  been  the  drought  in  such  close 
proximity  to  Ben  Nevis,  which  marks  the  grea*®®^ 
rainfall  in  Scotland.  Low  down  the  rivei  there 
aXsi-tro?t  “ in,”  and  a good  many  now  coming 
in,  but  the  angling  for  salmon  to  me 

tinues  wretchedly  unproductive,  ^iiting  to  me 
the  other  day,  a gentleman  says : [ a“  so^ry  to 

report  that  the  ram  has  not  reached  us  only 
slight  showers  breaking  out  at  run  so 

ha?e  done  no  good  to  the  ponld  -et  S 

low  latelv  that  no  decent  sized  fish  could  ^et  p 
Ir  We  may  get  grilse  after  this,  but  I am  much 
afVaid  that\here  will  be  but  few  salrnon  for  u^s 
thl‘5  vear  at  any  rate  until  the  back-end.  J ? 
so  good  a month  as  a rule,  has  given  no  fishing  so 
to  fpeak,  indeed,  all  that  is  worth  “Xfish  from 
Mr.  Tattersall’s  kill  last  week  of  five  & 

111b.  to  181b.  Mr.  T.  has  only  been  a week  on  th 
water,  and  he  has  done  better  than  he  expected  o 
it  considering  its  low  state. 

Our  Tay  correspondent  dJthSvefs 

last  got  rain,  but  not  enough  of  it  to  do  the  rivers 

any  ^perceptible  good- ^ There,  consequently,  s 

still  nothing  doing  with  the  jed, 

netting  it  is  almost  at  a standstill.  Salmon  are 

scarce,  and  grilse,  as  yet,  XnXot^ofthem 

but  sea-trout  continue  plentiful,  and  lots  ottnem 

are  perfect  beauties.  The  yellow  trout  fishing 

has  proved  (as  previously  all  ^ ®^Xete 

very  poor  indeed,  only  a few  decent  baskets 
havLg  ^ been  got  with  the  worm  fished  up 
stream.”  


Despite  the  excessive  drought  ^kich  sti 
obtained,  sport  looked  up  a little  on  the  Shin  las 
week,  when  several  salmon  and  grilse  were  go. 
The  Shin’s  summer  season  should  very  soon  n 
get  to  be  about  at  its  best. 

In  all  the  rivers  that  lately  were  spating  to  a 
o-ood  heio-ht,  the  long-up  “ potted  salmon  of  the 
fmin-  Sration  g”ot  moved  from  their  holds, 
and  fbr  several  days  were  skittling  on,  heading 
for  the  far-inland  mountain  tributaries,  which 
manv  of  them  have  now  reached,  and  wherein, 
unleL  removed  by  the  poacher  or  black-fisher, 
therein  remain  until  after  they  have  spawned. 


Oi’R  Spey  correspondent  writes Rain  has 
come  at  last,  and  what  a transformation  it  has 
cluBed  As  seen  on  Sunday  week,  the  river  was 
only  a mere  shadow  of  its  former  self;  whde  by 
thisdav  week  it  had  risen  nearly  4ft.,  and  on 
Suiida/was  still  rising.  There  ought  to  be  sport 
this  week  if  the  cunning  of  the  anglei  has 
not  deserted  him  with  his  long  and  enforced 
absence.”  

G M M.,  Deeside,  writes  Like  ‘Royal 

Charlie,’  rain  has  been  lang  o’  comm , but  when 
it  did  come  it  was  after  the  most  appiopiiate 
fashion-gentle  at  first,  then  a downpour.  Angling 
shouSi  re”ceive  a fresh  impetus..  The  month  of 
Julv  ought  to  be  doubly  good  this  year.  A sub 
iantS  run  of  fish,  chiefly  sea-trout,  came  away 
S the  first  of  tiie  flood.  Mr.  E.  Drummond, 
having  his  arrangements  cut  and  dry  before  the 

wekome  spate,  left  the  Ballogie  fishings  on 

Monday.  His  score  for  the  season  has  Ployed  a 
good  one,  considering  everything.  A sea-tront 
?f  41b.  I2oz.  was  killed  on  the  M /X'^Xe 

week  by  the  keeper ; this  is  heavy  foi  the  L ee. 
Sir  Algernon  Borthwick,  Bart.,  ? 

Invercauld  House  and  fishings,  is  to  have  Birk- 
hall  House  and  adjacent  fishing  and 
rights  for  the  autumn  months  at  the  hands  of 
Her  Majesty  the  Queen.” 


From  accounts  now  to  ^^PPrsnread 

the  heavy  rainfall  in  the  eud  of  last  week  spread 
over  a less  area  than  was  at  first  believed,  bmee 
Thursday  week  rain  has  fallen  m every  pa 
Scotland  without  exception,  but  m quite 
districts  to  such  a slight  extent  - scar 
move  the  rivers  and  streams.  The  aepre^ion 

rested  over  the  north  and  there  was  a 

chiefly,  in  some  districts  of  which  there  was  a 

rainfHl  in  twenty-four  wSe 

While  most  of  the  more  /X  Morav 

moved  a bit,  it  yet  w-as  only  those  ot  the  Moray 

'Firth  and  (he  .Lay  of  splendid 

east  coast  down  to  the  Tay  that  were  Booded  to  a 

rood  height.  _ 

Last  Saturday,  on  ^och  Leven,  a gentleman 
captured  with  fly  the  fine  basket  of  forty  trout, 
371b.  12oz.  

Thi  sea-tront  angling  on  ‘>>e  Biver  Awe  is 
imnrovino-  pretty  fast  now.  Within  the  las 
right  dfys  fhe,/have  fallen  to  different  anglers 

several  good  baskets. 

L ast  week  the  sea-salmon  fishing  all  round  was 
better  for  salmon  than  either  for  grilse  pr  sea 
Hout!  but  in  the  rivers  the  takes  were  mainly  ot 
sea-trout.  


The  Lochy-Spean,  Lord  Abmger  s fine  river, 
the  largest  and  best  for  salmon  angling  m the 
west  of  Scotland,  has  practically  done 
even  yet.  Seeing  that  the  river  is  reserved  en- 
tirely^ for  angling,  that  there  is  no  peH'^S  ' . ^ 

nor  along  the  coast  for  many  miles  Horn  its 
mouth,  and  that  by  this  time  ot  tbe  y^ar  the  fin® 
early  fishing  for  big  fash  is  usually  about  all  ovei. 


The  herling-fishing  is  now  getting  ®n  io 
the  Llway  rivers,  but  it  is  not  a patch  of  wha,t  it 
nnabt  to  be  with  better  conditions  prevailing. 
Ho”lever,  baskets  of  twelve,  fo^^^^een,  and^mxt^^^^^^^^ 
have  been  got  recently  at  one  outm„  y • 
rods  The  fish  are  still  small— not 
some  of  the  rivers  more  than  the  merest  fraction 

over  ^Ib.  as  yet. 

A CORRECTION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Sir  _Hx  your  issue  of  June  24, 1893,  under  tne 
hefirig  "scotch  Notes  by  Mac,”  a 

3a»thoKNri»^^^^^ 

)LdLcld  .heT«siuess  .tm 

cofjcfthLTal^cfhTlasJtingth.,  let.ee  in 

your  next  issiie.-I  am, 

Agent  for  W.  A.  Macleay  and  Son, 
Inverness. 

03,  Church-street,  Inverness,  -lune  28,  1893. 
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JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAY. 


NeXT  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday  Henley  will 
be  “ alive  ” with  boats  of  all  descriptions,  from  the 
little  canoes  to  the  monster  house-boats.  The  latter 
line  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  and  the  poor  fish  will  be 
treated  to  a .species  of  frround-bait,  while  the  “feasting: ” 
is  on.  in  the  shape  of  lobster  and  oyster  shells,  empty 
bottles,  and  cinders,  that  they  are  not  accustomed  to. 
Anglers  will,  no  doubt,  give  Henley  a wide  berth  until 
the  river  has  been  “ scoured.” 

As  giving  an  instance  of  the  shallowness  of  the  Thames 
between  Sunbury  and  Hampton  Court,  a tug  passing  up 
the  centre  of  the  river  quite  disturbs  the  bottom,  and 
makes  the  water  thick  and  muddy.  Several  gentlemen 
have  been  fishing  from  Moulsey  Weir  during  the  week, 
and  two  or  three  punts  have  been  out,  the  occupants 
being  intent  on  barbel  fishing.  Sport  has,  however,  been 
very  poor,  and  the  fishermen  are  as  anxious  for  rain 
as  the  agriculturalists. 

*##### 

A Yorkshire  correspondent,  writing  on  the  subject 
of  the  “All  England”  open  competition,  promoted  by 
the  Hull  Times,  in  which  a gold  medal  and  JE50  in  prizes 
are  to  be  fished  for  on  the  Ancholme,  at  Brigg,  York- 
shire, says  : “ On  the  last  occasion  twenty-six  out  of  the 
twenty-eight  prizes  went  to  Sheffield,  the  second  to 
Warrington,  and  one  of  the  minor  prizes  to  Hull.  It  is 
a lovely  part  of  the  county,  and  a splendid  river — not 
tidal.  Bream  and  roach  are  principally  caught  in  it, 
hut  it  contains  other  specimens.  Paste,  gentle,  and 
worm  are  the  favourite  baits,  the  bream  being  par- 
ticularly fond  of  a brandling  worm. 

*##### 

In  another  column  will  be  found  an  illustration  of  the 
Bad  Boll.  It  would  appear  that  some  ardent  sportsmen 
have  conceived  the  admirable  idea  of  forming  an  English 
fishing  club  in  the  Black  Forest.  As  will  be  seen  by  the 
view  of  the  “ Boll,”  the  scenery  is  magnificent,  and  the 
trout  and  grayling  fishing  all  that  could  possibly  be 
desired.  It  has  the  great  advantage  of  being  ten 
miles  from  the  nearest  railway  station,  and  the  drive 
rom  which  to  the  “swim”  must  be  simply  delightful. 
The  shareholders  in  “The  Black  Forest  Club”  will 
be  envied,  and  there  is  not  the  least  doubt  that  the 
scheme  will  shortly  become  an  accomplished  fact,  and 
that  the  “ Bad  Boll  ” will  be  known  henceforth  as 
the  “ Good  Boll.” 

*##### 

“Argus,”  in  the  Star  of  Tuesday  last,  says  that 
“ coarse  fishing  is  all  the  rage  just  now,  and  that  club 
members  may  be  seen  in  large  numbers  on  the  banks  of 
the  Thames  from  Richmond  to  Marlow.”  He  also  says, 
“ I was  talking  to  an  experienced  angler  the  other  day, 
who  is  a mad  enthusiast  in  the  gentle  art,  and  he 
warned  me  in  very  solemn  terms  to  avoid  any  associa- 
tion with  the  London  angling  clubs— that  is  to  say,  if  I 
desired  to  extract  any  real  interest  from  the  pastime. 
They  were  a nice  lot  of  fellows,  no  doubt,  but  while 
intensely  interested  in  the  piscatorial  art,  they  never 
follow  it  to  a scientific  development.  If  you  happen  to 
be  strolling  about  on  Sunday  morning  at  a very  early 
hour,  and  chance  to  run  across  the  headquarters  of 
some  of  these  metropolitan  anglers,  you  will  be  sur- 
prised at  the  unusual  activity  which  prevails,  for  the 
excursion  party  invariably  meet  at  the  club-house  and 
march  down  to  the  station  in  a body,  with  large  baskets 
slung  on  to  their  shoulders  as  to  the  manner  born,  bent 
on  a jolly  day’s  sport,  don’t-cher-know.” 
###### 

This  is  the  first  I have  heard  of  the  headquarters  of 
a club  being  made  a rendezvous  for  starting,  say,  to 
Pulborough.  The  railway  station,  surely,  was  meant. 
“ Argus  ” continues  ; “ But,  as  my  friend  says,  instead 
of  pairing  off  to  different  venues,  they  all  persist  in 
paying  their  Sabbath  visit  to  one  exclusive  centre  with 
the  natural  consequence  that  the  stream  is  simply 
fished  to  death.  Under  these  circumstances  it  generally 
happens  that  one  man  out  of  twenty  comes  home  rejoic- 
ing in  the  possession  of  a four  ounce  roach,  or  a “ fine 
gudgeon,  my  boy.”  If  they  do  happen  to  catch  a chub 
you  never  hear  the  last  of  it ; it’s  a nine  days’  wonder. 
And  the  worst  of  it  all  is  these  men  are  so  exceedingly 
imaginative,  according  to  the  general  run  of  unsuccessful 
anglers.  All  their  ducks  are  swans — or  perhaps  it 
would  be  better  to  say  that  all  their  roach  are  jack.” 

Seeing  that  “Argus”  has  been  “warned  in  very 
solemn  terms  ” to  give  the  club  angler  a wide  berth, 
there  may  be  little  opportunity  of  thanking  him  for  the 
picture  he  has  painted  of  angler  sportsmen.  It  is  not 
quite  clear  who  is  responsible  for  the  following  informa- 
tion— “Argus,”  or  the  mad  enthusiast:  “The  railway 
companies,  however,  are  particularly  courteous  to  the 
London  angling  clubs,  and  they  are  constantly  issuing 
cheap  tickets  for  their  accommodation.  The  Neio  River 
at  Broxbourne,  perhaps,  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
resorts  of  the  Cockney,  and  hither  the  tribes  go  up  in 
exceeding  large  numbers.”  Do  they  r Well,  I shall  see 
Mr.  Ghurney  about  this,  and  ask  how  it  is  that  the  new 
“ Guide,”  a copy  of  which  I received  on  Thursday,  has 
no  mention  of  the  New  River  being  open  to  “the 
tubes  ; ” and  the  moment  he  admits  that  “Argus”  is 
right,  one  of  the  first  to  be  “on  the  spot  ” will  be 

Dragnet. 


Mr.  Alexander  Wrioht,  Accountant,  of  10,  EvereMa-street, 
Barnsbury,  N.  (member  of  the  .Junior  Fly-Fishers,  &o.),  under- 
takes the  auditing  and  balancing  of  every  description  of  accounts 
at  moderate  rates. 


WRINKLES  AND  HINTS. 


There  are,  as  near  as  can  be  calculated,  50,000 
anglers  in  London  alone  who  fish  the  River  Thames. 


The  white  shark  is  the  most  deadly  of  his  race.  He 
reaches  a length  of  thirty-five  feet,  and  with  one  snap  of 
his  teeth  can  cut  a man’s  body  in  two. 


One  of  the  largest  hauls  of  mackerel  ever  known  on 
the  Western  Coast  was  made  recently  in  the  West  Bay 
at  Abbotsbury,  Dorset,  when  over  30,000  fine  fish  were 
landed.  


In  all  fish-ponds  a few  breeding-hurdles  are  very 
necessary.  They  consist  simply  of  hurdles  intertwined 
with  branches  of  fir  or  other  trees,  and  sunk  in  the 
water  in  a quiet  spot.  The  fish  cast  their  spawn  on  the 
hurdles,  which  can  then  be  lifted  out  and  transferred 
elsewhere.  Mr.  Buckland  recommended  that  these 
hurdles  should  bo  placed  on  the  top  of  the  water,  and 
fixed  there  by  posts  ; but  others  consider  the  sunken 
hurdle  is  a better  plan.  

Tench. ^ — Of  all  fresh-water  fish  that  are  worth  cul- 
tivation for  the  table,  the  tench  gives  the  least  trouble. 
Almost  any  pond  will  suit  his  contented  mind  ; like  the 
modest  violet,  he  shuns  the  “eager  eye  of  day,”  and 
the  deeper  and  quieter  the  pool  in  which  he  is  placed, 
the  better  he  is  pleased.  Like  his  near  relation  and 
close  ally,  the  carp,  swift  rivers  are  not  to  his  taste  ; 
gravelly  beds,  clear  running  water,  are  to  him  abomina- 
tions. A deep,  quiet  pond,  with  a bottom  of  mud,  in 
which  he  can  find  the  larvm  upon  which  he  principally 
subsists,  is  more  to  his  mind ; or,  better  still,  one  of 
those  deep  pits  from  which  clay  has  been  dug  for  bricks. 
When  these  pits  are  filled  with  water,  tench  thrive 
greatly  therein  ; the  quiet  which  is  conducive  to  medi- 
tation seems  also  conducive  to  adipose  tissue,  and  in  such 
situations  tench  grow  fat  and  multiply  in  a manner  most 
edifying  to  their  proprietor.  Tench  are  found  in  most 
slow-running  rivers  and  ponds  in  Europe,  and  in  many 
places  are  greatly  esteemed  for  the  table.  In  England 
they  are  found  in  great  quantities  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk, 
and  also  in  the  Southern  and  Midland  counties,  but 
farther  north  they  gradually  diminish,  In  Scotland 
they  are  rare.  They  are  pretty  widely  distributed  in 
Ireland. 


How  Sturgeon  are  Captured  at  Poti.  — The 
method  in  vogue  at  Poti  for  capturing  sturgeon,  so 
prized  for  its  caviare,  is  somewhat  curious,  and  does 
not  speak  highly  for  the  mental  attainments  of  the  fish 
in  question.  Stakes  are  placed  at  intervals  along  the 
banks,  to  which  long  cords  are  attached.  To  the  end  of 
each  cord  there  is  fastened  a sharp  iron  hook.  The 
sturgeon,  on  meeting  with  one  of  these  instruments, 
seems  to  imagine  that  it  is  placed  there  by  a beneficent 
Providence  merely  as  a plaything  wherewith  to  while 
away  the  time.  He  begins  to  play  with  it,  until  he 
manages  by  some  unlucky  move  to  receive  its  point  in 
his  fin,  tail,  or  side.  Prom  that  moment  he  seems  to 
lose  all  heart,  or  to  be  so  utterly  astonished  at  this  un- 
expected result  from  his  game  of  play  that  he  remains 
perfectly  motionless,  and  allows  the  owner  of  the  line  to 
draw  him  to  shore,  when  he  is  at  once  secured  rather 
more  carefully,  but  allowed  to  remain  in  the  water — 
indeed  he  is  not  taken  therefrom  till  a customer  appears. 
Should  a person  require  a sturgeon,  all  that  he  need  do 
is  to  go  to  the  river  and  impart  his  want  to  one  of  the 
many  fishermen  to  be  found  there.  The  man  promptly 
draws  in  one  of  the  desired  fish.  Should  that  perchance 
be  larger  than  is  wanted,  it  is  replaced  in  the  water  and 
another  is  drawn  in,  and  so  on  until  one  is  obtained  of 
the  size  required.  

“ Never  prophesy  till  you  know,”  says  the  Western. 
Morning  News.  “ The  other  day  a devotee — two  of 
them  in  fact,  only  one  was  an  old  hand,  and  the  other 
a novitiate — were  starting  for  the  Tamar  suitably 
accoutred.  ‘ Where  on  earth  are  you  going  f ’ said  an 
acquaintance.  ‘ Oh,  to  the  usual  place,’  was  the  reply. 
‘You’ll  catch  no  fish,’  was  the  rejoinder.  ‘Never 
prophesy  till  you  know,’  said  the  old  hand.  All  the 
conditions  were  cheering  truly  ! — tropical  heat,  wind 
ml,  cloud  0,  cattle  in  w'herever  there  were  any  along 
the  riverside.  There  was  scarcely  any  water  running,  a 
circumstance  which  saved  some  of  the  pools  from  con- 
tamination by  the  dirt  raised  by  the  cattle.  A group  of 
bullocks,  breast  deep  in  water,  would  make  a pool  of 
the  consistency  and  colour  of  pea-soup,  and  the  next 
would  be  unfishable,  but  the  next  again  might  be  tried, 
and  this  state  of  affairs  was  repeated  all  along.  Trout 
are,  as  a rule,  keen  on  surface  food  in  the  month  of 
June,  so  it  was  only  to  keep  out  of  sight  and  throw  up- 
stream under  the  near  bank — over  and  round  an  elbow 
where  possible — or  under  a favouring  bush,  and  here 
and  there  a trout  could  be  induced  to  take  ; so  the  old 
hand  got  a decent  basket  of  two  dozen  besides  sundry 
returned,  and  the  new  one  got  his  fair  proportion,  how 
many  this  deponent  sayeth  not.  This  was  by  fly-fishing, 
not  dapping.  On  his  return  the  former  acquainted  the 
would-be  prophet  with  the  falsity  of  his  prediction. 

‘ Then  you  must  have  had  a very  shady  river,’  was  the 
retort.  ‘ Oh,  yes,  we  have  one  specially  constructed  for 
us,  and  we  have  special  conditions  of  weather,  &c.,  along 
our  line  of  route,’  replied  that  veracious  piscator.  How 
is  it  that  everybody  one  meets  with  has  a decided 
opinion  to  offer  on  angling  prospects?  How  many  times 
does  it  occur  that  trout  may  be  taken  under  the  most 
unfavourable  conditions,  and  how  often  comparative 
failure  may  be  met  with  undar  the  most  favourable  ? 


OUR  AMERICAN  COUSINS. 


(Prom  the  “ American  Pishing  Gazette.”) 

A Gigantic  Sea  Skri'ent. 

“ Do  you  see  those  two  balls  of  fire,  Jim  ?” 

“Where?” 

“ Along  the  water’,s  edge  at  Point  Allerton.” 

“ I see  nothing.  Bill.  You’d  better  let  that  little  jug 
alone,  or  you’ll  be  seeing  a sea  serpent  next.” 

“ There  was  something  there  a moment  ago,  and  I will 
swear  to  it.” 

“You  are  seeing  double  to-night,  old  man  ; that  was 
the  glare  from  the  Bug  Light  that  shot  across  your 
vision.” 

“ Bug  Light  be  hanged.  There?  There  they  are  agin  ! 
Look!  Can’t  you  see  them  ?” 

By  George,  you’re  right.  Bill.  What  on  earth  are 
they  ?”  and  the  two  old  lobster-pot  poachers  were  trans- 
fixed with  amazement. 

“ Let’s  go  over  and  makean  investigation,”  and  splash 
went  the  lobster-pot  over  the  bows  of  the  dory. 

The  point  was  fully  two  miles  away,  and  both  the 
old  sea  dogs  put  the  utmost  of  their  energy  into  the 
sticks,  as  their  curiosity  had  been  aroused  to  the  highest 
notch. 

As  they  approached  nearer  and  nearer  to  land  the 
balls  of  fire  increased  in  intensity.  First  they  were  of 
a bright  yellow  tint,  and  immediately  they  would  change 
to  a deep  green,  then  a dazzling  crimson.  Then  one 
would  be  yellow  and  the  other  red,  and  their  bright- 
ness cast  long  lines  of  glittering  rays  a mile  to  seaward. 

“Let’s  turn  back,  Jim,  I don’t  care  to  be  on  very 
familiar  terms  with  the  owner  of  those  orbs,  if  they  are 
eyes.” 

“ I was  thinking  that  way  myself.” 

“Wo  can  make  a landing  further  down  the  beach,” 
suggested  Jim,  “and  continue  our  investigation  from 
the  top  of  the  bluff  that  overhangs  the  exact  spot  from 
which  the  strange  lights  are  shooting.” 

This  proposition  was  carried  out,  and  a few  minute 
later,  with  shaking  knees  and  chattering  teeth,  the  two 
men  climbed  to  the  top  of  the  elevation  and  then 
cautiously  peeped'  over. 

It  was  fully  two  minutes  before  either  spoke  a word. 
What  their  eyes  beheld  would  have  sent  a thrill  of 
horror  through  a bronze  statue. 

*■  That  thing  must  have  come  from  the  infernal 
regions,”  whispered  Bill  through  his  rattling  teeth. 

" Or  dropped  from  the  moon,”  responded  Jim  in  a 
voice  shivering  with  fear. 

Just  at  the  foot  of  the  bluff  lay  a hideous  monster, 
the  very  incarnation  of  all  that  was  repulsive  and 
startling.  He  was  the  king  of  sea  serpents,  and  dwarfed 
into  insignificance  all  the  other  creeping  things  ever 
before  seen.  Cape  cod  not  excepted. 

By  a rough  guess  he  was  at  least  175  feet  long,  and 
covered  with  scales  as  big  as  a barn  door.  They  ap- 
peared to  be  on  hinges,  and  every  time  the  monster 
breathed  they  lifted  from  its  body,  showing  a skin 
underneath  pointed  off  in  diamonds  of  white  and  black. 
Running  from  the  tip  of  the  huge  upper  jaw  to  the  tips 
of  the  double  tail  was  a row  of  three-pronged  spikes  of 
highly  polished  bone  or  iv'ory.  On  each  alternate  prong 
was  a rock  cod  in  the  last  throes  of  death. 

The  mouth  of  the  gigantic  amphibian  had  a longi- 
tudinal and  a vertical  motion,  and  when  distended  both 
ways  at  a time  presented  a cavity  in  which  a bath- 
house would  have  rattled  around. 

“ What’s  he  doing  Bill — can  you  make  out  his  pecu- 
liar actions  ? ” 

“It  looks  as  if  he  was  eating  railroad  iron.” 

“ It  struck  me  so,  too.  By  thunder  he  is  ! ” and  as 
the  men  spoke,  the  gigantic  reptile  inserted  his  under 
jaw  under  a rail  of  the  Nantasket  Beach  branch  of  the 
Old  Colony  Railroad  Company,  and  lifted  the  bar  as 
easily  as  if  it  had  been  a stick  of  solder.  Then  biting 
oft’  four  feet  of  it,  and  throwing  his  head  back,  and 
picking  off  one  of  the  rook  cod  as  a sort  of  dressing,  he 
appeared  to  thoroughly  enjoy  his  nocturnal  repast. 

“ I would  like  to  have  that  fellow  stuffed  and  sent  to 
Chicago,”  said  Jim,  and  his  mind  took  a speculative  turn 
“ We’d  make  more  out  of  him  than  robbing  lobster 
pots,”  chimed  in  Bill. 

“ Is  there  any  way  we  can  kill  him  ? ” 

“ Have  you  got  that  little  jug  with  you?  ” 

“ Yes,  here  it  is.” 

“ If  he  gets  that  pint  of  Hingham  skyrocket  whiskey 
into  his  stomach  he’s  ours  sure.” 

Pulling  a stout  piece  of  marlin  from  his  pocket,  one 
end  was  attached  to  the  handle,  and  the  jug  slowly 
lowered. 

The  moment  the  fierce  eyes  beheld  it,  a vicious  grab 
was  made  for  it,  and  three  minutes  later  the  great 
carcass  lay  motionless  in  death  upon  the  beach. 

This  story  was  related  by  one  of  the  men  to  the 
writer,  and  while  there  may  be  serious  doubts  as  to 
genuineness,  yet  it  is  hardly  more  wonderful  than  the 
regular  spring  stock  of  accounts  of  sea  monsters  that 
are  given  to  the  public  as  facts. — Boston  Herald. 


A cokre.spondent  who  relates  that  he  went  into  the 
mountains  from  Ovando,  Mont.,  and  near  Fish  Lake 
within  a day  and  a half  slew  a doe,  a buck,  another  doe 
and  her  fawn,  and  two  cow  elk,  then  refrained  from 
shooting  any  of  the  two  dozen  deer  subsequently 
encountered,  because  he  was  “glutted  with  the  sport,” 
and  did  not  care  to  kill  more  than  he  could  give  away. 
Let  us  be  thankful  that  some  line  is  drawn,  even  by  the 
gluttons  who  must  be  glutted  ; and  that,  as  Charles 
Kingsley  might  have  phrased  it,  of  butchering  big  game 
as  of  all  othoc  carnal  pleasures  there  cometh  satiety  at 
the  end. 
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THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


NOTES  FOR  CLUB  ANGLERS. 

The  Lea  opens  to-day  (Saturday)  for  roach^, 
tench!  barbel,  chub,  &c.  Perch  and  pike  fishing  does 
not  commence  until  Augus^ 

The  bream,  it  would  seem,  have  been 
fairly  in  some  parts  of  tbe  Thames,  especially  at  Kings 

ton,  where  I must  really  the  orAent  no 

Richardson  upon  their  success.  Up  to  the 
news  of  Geo.  Rosewell  s movements  m the  ^“®PP®”°“ 
district  has  reached  me,  but  I am  every  expeeti  g 
to  hear  that  he  has  been  among  the  bream  there,  as 
this  is  a well-known  bream^'  shop. 

The  Ouse  at  St.  Neot's  holds  a good  ^PP^/.*'/ 
roach,  chub,  perch,  jack,  tench,  &c.,  and  ^e^^Re 

well  renav  a visit  There  is  a convenient  train  service 
to  inruom  King’s  Cross.  I should  add.  that  the  river  is 
Ibout  a mile  from  tbe  station,  and  by  a-^angement  Mr^ 

Scard,  late  of  the  Bloomsbury  Bros.,  and  now  of  the 
Angel,  St.  Neot’s,  will  meet  visitors  with  a conveyance, 
it  they  do  not  care  to  the  distance. 

Mention  was  made  in  last  week’s 
a sparrow  having  been  dragged  leg  first  into  tn®  ^® 
fountain  by  a fish  whilst  the  bird  was  in  the  act  o 
quenching  its  thirst.  About  the  same  time  last  week  a 
frS  of  mine,  when  in  a meadow  by  the  banks  of  the 
Hampshire  Stmir,  disturbed  a reed  sparrow, 

flew  across  the  river  a large  fish  leaped  "^n  mouth’ 
caught  the  unfortunate  reed  sparrow  in  its  open  mont  , 
and  sank  into  the  depths  oj  the  stream  again. 

I HEAR  Mr.  Nutt,  of  the*S.vaii  at  Pulborouffh,  pro- 
poses to  celebrate  tbe  royal  wedding  by  ^ 

?he  inhabitants  of  the  district  over  sixty  y®^” 
a grand  tea  and  musical  evening.  ^ 1^®  P''®f „Yv- 
“ the  celebrated  Bognor  Boys  11°®’®  *7  ^It 

two  performers,  will  be  in  attendance,  and  that 

“ several  ladies  and  gentlemen  have  promised  to  assist 

at  an  open-air  concert.”  The  old 

likely  to  have  a merry  time  of  it  by  the  banks  of  the  Arnn 
on  Thursday  next,  and  I am  sure  the  London  anglers  w 
wish  them  a very  enjoyahle^ev^ening. 

lEORi)  Bridge,  on  the  Stour  at  Cbnstcbuich  is 
familiar  with  a good  many  London  anglers  and  pai^ 
ticularly  so  with  the  New  Albion  Piscatorials.  Ihe 
deep  hole  there  has  just  been  the  scene  of  a 
traeedv.  A market  gardener  on  Saturday  evening 
drove  his  horse  down  to  the  water’s  edge  to 
entered  the  stream  too  wUh  . the  result  that  ^ 

horse  and  cart  were  precipitated  into  tb®  bo  , 
said  to  be  14ft.  deep.  The  g/rdener,  whose  name  wa 
Earley  and  the  horse  were  drowmed,  but  a sister  w 
was  w!th  the  deceased  was  only  just  rescued  in  time. 

A NUMBER  of  anglers,  a*bout  thirty  T ^®4®. 

fishing  in  the  Ravensbourne  and  the  mill-pond  at  Lew 
bam  on  the  25th  ulb.  * 

Arrangements  are  being  made  to  bold  «; 
competition  on  the  Arun  at  Pu  borough.  Mr.  b'fbridge  is 
organising  it,  and  July  16  has  been  selected  as  the  date. 


I^tovinctal  Iftotcs 


^ ~ 

The  roach  fed  well  in  the  Arun  on  the  25th  ult.  m the 
Amberley  district.  One  angler,  a of 

regular  red-letter  day  there,  as  I hear  he  took  ^ 

rolch.  Four  of  the  Funny  Folks’  Club  weighed  m 
of  roach  and  bream  between  them.  A nice  bream,  going 
over  3ilb.,  was  landed  by  Mr.  Malcolm.  In  the  ®®urte  of 
the  day  a carp  of  about  31b.  was  had.  and  there  were 
many  miscellaneous  baskets  made.  The  hsh  are  ve^ 
clean  in  the  river.  At  Pulborough  sport  was  not  so  good. 

* # * L 

A PAPER  entitled  “Angling  Experiences’’  will  be 
read  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Baldwin  at  the  New  Albion  Piscatoiial 
Club  on  Thursday,  July  13. 

* * * I 

Anglers’  tickets  are  now  granted  from  Baker  Street 
Station  at  a single  fare  and  a quarter  to  stations  on  t 
Aylesbury  branch,  Rickmaiisworth  to  Ayl®,®bury^ 
eluded  on  the  condition  that  members  produce  vheir 
fishing-rods  and  tackle  and  card  of  membership. 

From  Ihe  annual  report  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent 
Society  we  gather  that  the  balance-sheet  lor 
sbowsli  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  members  and  a 
large  balance  in  hand,  despite  the  fact  that  a larger 
amount  than  ever  has  been  devoted  to  the  assistance  ot 
distressed  anglers  (a  total  of  JllGt  Is  ).  The  donations 
amounted  to  A‘9  17s.  fid.  ; annual  subscriptions  to 
£7  11s.  ; from  donation  boxes,  collected  at  concerts,  Ac., 
i-68  3s  4d. ; competitions,  .£42  16s.  9d. ; IHe  memters, 
^•J  'Js.  ; arrears  (1891,  1892),  £1  8s  2d.  ; 

(at  Is  Id)  £70  9s.  5d.  ; and  interest  £7  11s.  4d.)  , 
inaking  a total  of  £218  14s.  6d.  On  ^ay  19  there  was 
in  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank  the  sum  of  £349  8s  oL 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  although  ^J'®  ®°°'®''y  ' 
very  flourishing  condition,  every  ellort  should  b®  ™^“® 
to  still  further  augment  the  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the 
committee.  The  society  is  admirably  officered  ; and  the 
committee  (all  good  sound  business  men)  are 
of  the  utmost  credit  for  the  able  manner  in  which  they 
have  discharged  their  self-imposed  duties.  it  is 
sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  a much  larger  P®>;®®^age  ot 
London  anglers  will  avail  themselves  of  the  facilities 
offered  for  membership,  as,  should  misfortune  overtake 
them,  they  will  then  be  in  a position  to  ask  touanb 
receive,  the  louniy  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society. 

’ Goosequill. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  Birmingham  Association  challenge  cup  has  now 
Ihe  Hirmingua  Friday  and  Saturday 

become  an  establisheu  association 

it  headqiartols  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
the!ialf-vearly  subscription  and  the  levy  towards  the  pur- 
the  halt  yearly  ‘p  i(jay  evening  about  twelve  clubs 

&dedS  mii\ys,  a/don  Saturday  the ^who^^^^^ 

W^lt'^^'ani’  the\ston  Britennia,  Handsworth,  Tenby, 
SS  socieiies  paid  up  their  subscriptions  and  cup 
Wes  With  the^  Bordesley  Waltonians  and  Aston 
Ttritaiinia  a little  persuasion  will  have  to  be  used  to 
makrthern  come  to  , but  in  the  end  matters  will  come 
E^ht  The  whole  of  the  clubs  mentioned  will  be  fined 
2s  fid  for  not  paying  according  to  the  time  specified  on 
the  circular,  and  L third  quarter  stamps  will  be  issued 
nntil  therare  clear  on  the  books  of  the  association. 
Some  of  Hie  clubs  that  strongly  opposed  tb®  ®®P  ^®^^ 

funds  to  make  the  cup  as  valuable  as  possible,  and  worthy 
"BRmTngham  Anglers’ 

excursion  bids  fair  to  be  a great  success  The  members 
Iffitrat  gmug»L  Kt  loiX^klls  i^e^already 

Avon  neal  to  Stratford.  Thirty -three  “®“bers  took 
contest  which  was  of  three  hours’  duration. 
5’wenty  iine  members  weighed  in  fish  for  the  eighteen 

navies  iuii  took  the  specimen  prize  g>Y®u  ®y 
Hollings  with  a roach,  lib.  loz.  Messrs.  Wilkinson  and 

^ThllmttroAhl  Hearts  of  Oak  Society  stm  keep 
un  their  reputation  for  specimen  fish.  Ihe  ‘®-t®^t  adui 

caught,  144C)z  XU  gggjj 

wTo  Colipir,  of  London,  to  be  preserved,  and  will, 

?equi^s  a good  pike  and  bream  to  complete  their  collec 
change  in  the  weather  has  put  the  whole  of  the 

°Tcommittee  meeting  of  the  BirTuingham  Associat^ 
will  be  held,  on  Thursday  evening  next,  at  the  head 
quarters. 


[July  I,  1893 

cessful  fishing.  In  the  evening  there 

ably  been  a good  rise,  and  some  very  fair  bags  ^ 

toout  have  been  made.  The  Harley  Dale  club  a waiter 

has  also  been  yielding  pretty  well  to 

killing  flies  have  been  much  the  same  as  1 

Bottom  fishers  for  trout  have  d(ine  fairly  . ,^,^P 

grnb  and  maggots  being  the  moat  deadly  lure. 

Dove  is  very  low  and  clear. 


from  DERBYSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  ot  the  Pishing  Gazette. 

Though  a fair  quantity  of  rain  one  way  and 

h al  fallln  throughout  Derbyshire  during  the  P^®t  week, 

T hlw  X'etid  byTt’  The  Tr^t,  after  Monday  night’s 
lain  iLfa  few  inihes,  but  this  (Wednesday)  morning 

Idif  fl=h  are  still  mainly  on  the  shallows,  and  most  of 
those  secured  have  been  taken  with  caddis  grub,  fishing 
from  the  tail  of  deep  water  down  *be  shallows  At 
Eind's  Mills  on  the  small  reserved  portion,  Mr.  Wo(i 
and^his  friends  have  secured  several  good  ®P®®!“®“®  ^ 
blrbel  and  chub,  principally  with  the  caddis  grub 
Some  good  bags  of  roach  have  been  taken  7 

Caddif  grnb  was  again  the  favourite  lure.  I have  not 
heard  ot  any  successful  dace  and  chub  fishing  wi 
fly  in  the  Derbyshire  reaches  of  ^be  Trent,  though 

with  other  coarse  fish.  . ,, 

The  eel  season  “ for  fixed  engines  °P®®®au"  are 
but  it  is  too  early  lor  many  to  be  taken,  as  the  ' 
nlw  Lcenlung,  and  it  is  Uuring  their  descent  that  the 

‘"‘^Frmn  thi  Tr^It^Iueams  comes  the  ®®®P’®.'®^  ,*„g® 

waters  are  too  low  and  the  weather  too  bright  tor  sue 


from  the  fen  district  (LINCOLNSHIRE  . 

To  the  Editor  of  the  for 

The  weather  this  week  has  been  more 
angling,  and  b®tteypoH  Ms  b^een  ba^./^-f  Continue 

tSe“so£tIouWe,  those  near  the  banks  having  pre- 
vented several  good  fish  being  ®®*f®^f^g°p(,^ty.^oot  ’ will 
ia  understood  that  the  roding  of  the  lorty  toot  w 

commence  in  a few  days.  , gnalding 

The  opening  day  in  connection  w Rev. 

Angling  Club  was  a very  successful  one.  T 
"R,  G Ash  took  the  greatest  weight  of  fish i -.qiiI  ir>-7  * 

Mr.  j.  H.  Brogden landed  nine  tench  wmghm 

and  also  captured  an  eel  of  ^Ib-  6oz. , l^j_A^  g ^ 

rneTffiS  fi^.*^  Tta»innlro?tbe  above 
was  ’held  on  Monday,  when  the  P«f®® 
members  on  the  ®P®®i®S  day  were  presented. 

A singular  case  of  destruction  to  trout  has  occur 

almost  every  fish.  _ 

from  HAMPSHIRE  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

We  are  having  a delicious  rain  to-day  1^®® ^ 

SiS  laM%eport!ome  fair  trout  hav®  b®®^  taken  Horn 
Chalkleys  waters  at  Winchester.  1 ^®p.  ■ 
very  satisfactory  news  from  Homsey  and  prefer 

this  last  fortnight,  but  perhaps  local  anglers  prete 
keeping  good  things  tci  themselves  celebrated  at 

The  anniversary  of  bt.  balmon  "“L  ..  u ’>  i„ 
Cirencester  on  Friday,  and  at  th®  ®bi® 

EaH-street,  over  two  tons  (if  very  fine  fash  were 
a number  of  vvhicb  were  local  bsk-  ^ 

Our  naturalist  readers  may  b®  jntereste  stream, 

a snake,  measuring  3Jft  , was  bided  in  r.  j ^ 

on  Sunday,  by  Messrs.  Gaffy  and  Hallett.  it  conxa 

thirty-four  eggs.  

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

From  tbe  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 

viSr”.  sS'iiii?!'.’’  o’5;  It 
r.e  Et  dS'. . t Vof  r«'.d  Sii 

2001b.  We  hear  of  some  good  trout  ®°ini  g 
Sprint.  On  tbe  Upper  Eden  ™ v Ini  worn  In  efea; 

‘.-.isi'’'  *7.; 

pT.tT-£wlX  or’a* 

ShWhJ’od  o?  K.nd.r‘a».rl  J«.k,o„,'W.t.o„ 
and^ other  local  anglers  have  had  varying  succe.^^^^^ 
The  recent  case  ot  poisoning  in  tb®  K®  , h ^ ^ 

in  these  columns  last  week  se®“®  t j^uted  to 

raisri“^wr» 

p?offi!andalread^^^^^^^ 

5lb  e.cb,t,o  of  tb«  e.h  tw)  orthreoE. 

roEVoEW  wo..ber, 

prospects  are  hopeful. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

TotbeEditorof  tbe  Fishing  Gazetfe. 

The  social  gathering  promoted  by  the  Mane  =t^^ 

the  fullest  information.  piifton  held  their 

The  Robin  Hood  Angling  .S®®>®tytCM^ 
first  contest  for  the  season  in  the  , Oeorge 

succeeded  in  awarding  all  third,  John 

Haywood  ; second,  Oliver  Brook  Tavern 

S'.™.'."  .7  1 1 K,‘  p.id : 

same  place  fora  match  (in  Jny  . . , ^nd  the  Sc. 

On  the  22nd  teams  representing  tUese  iwo  suv. 


JurA'  1, 


at  Ivnowfiley  Delpli,  and,  after  a keen  contest,  victory 
rested  with  fhe  Liverpool  team  with  221b.  SJoz.  to 
101b.  (l.loz.  for  their  opponents.  The  I'oturn  contest  will 
shortly  be  hold  in  tlarswood  New  Dam,  and  the  gross 
weights  of  the  two  contests  will  decide  the  issue. 

The  Howebridgo  New  Star  Angling  Society  visited 
Chester  on  the  2 lth  to  the  number  of  nearly  100  anglers 
and  friends.  Twenty-six  competed  for  eight  prizes, 
which  were  awarded  as  follows;  1st,  II.  Fairhurst ; 2nd 
W.  Kerr;  3rd,  J.  Mather;  4th,  .John  Thomas;  .5th.  W. 
Hilton;  (5th,  Thos  Greenough  ; 7th,  J.  Knowles  ; 8th, 
K.  Rigby. 

On  the  23rd,  Mr.  John  Boll  secured  a magnificent 
basket  of  roach  and  bream  inPoynton  Pool. 

Mr.  Sam.  Brooks  has  secured  several  fine  baskets  of 
trout,  one  of  twent3'-ono  brace. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishinr/  Gazette. 

Our  rivers  are  all  in  good  order,  and  anglers  are  going 
out  now  in  fair  numbers.  Tbo  fishing  is  very  good  in 
some  places,  while  at  other  stations  little  has  been  done. 
The  Bure  is  fishing  best  of  all,  particularly  from  Hoiming 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Thurne. 

On  this  river  the  following  catches  worth  recording 
were  made  during  the  past  week  ; Mr.  Noble  and  friend, 
fishing  on  Thursday  at  the  confluence  of  Ant  and  Bure, 
took  3st.  of  roach  and  bream,  some  of  the  roach  l.vlb. 
each,  while  the  bream  ran  21b.  to  31b.  On  Sunday,  Mr. 
Cooper  took  some  roach  at  Horning,  one  of  them  21b., 
and  2st.  of  bream.  Mr.  C.  Smith  took  2^st.  of  bream  the 
same  day.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Dye  had  IJst.  of  fair 
bream  in  Horning  Ferry  Reach,  while  Mr.  Green  had 
2st.  in  the  Cinder  Oven  Reach.  Numerous  other  catches 
of  varying  weights  have  been  obtained. 

On  the  Yare  not  very  much  has  been  done,  though 
the  water  is  in  good  condition  for  bottom  fishing.  Only 
one  good  catch  has  come  to  my  knowledge.  This  was 
on  Sunday  (always  on  Sunday  that  big  bags  are  made,  it 
seems),  when  two  Norwich  anglers  took  7st.  of  good 
bream  at  Reed  ham  near  the  feiry.  Possibly  the  reason 
for  better  fishing  being  obtained  on  Sunday  is  because 
there  is  less  traffic  then  than  on  week  days. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  weather  is  unsettled,  and  smart  showers  are 
falling  occasionally.  In  the  early  hours  of  Tuesday 
morning  we  had  a tremendous  downpour  of  rain,  and 
towards  night  the  Trent  rose  four  or  five  inches,  the 
influx  bringing  down  huge  quantities  of  “ flannel  ” weed. 
On  Wednesday  night  the  temporary  change  had  passed 
away,  and  barbel  and  chub  anglers,  although  handi- 
capped by  boisterous  winds,  were  busy  on  most  of  the 
favourite  reaches  of  the  river.  I am  glad  to  report  that 
the  rise  set  the  barbel  in  a feeding  humour. 

At  Wilford  two  of  the  subscribers,  Mr.  II  Walker 
and  Mr.  J.  Boyd,  kilted  a grand  lot  of  fish  on  Tuesday 
besides  a number  of  very  good  perch,  a rare  achieve- 
ment now-a-days  to  accomplish  on  the  Trent.  In  the 
fame  length,  which  is  close  to  the  town,  and  thus  most 
convenient,  a few  lots  of  roach  and  dace  have  been  got 
by  the  aid  of  the  maggot,  and  at  night  the  fly-fishers 
have  creeled  some  nice  quantities  of  dace  and  chub  with 
small  hackle  flies. 

At  King’s  Mills,  Mr.  T.  Wood  has  been  enjoying 
excellent  sport  amongst  barbel,  using  both  the  worm 
and  the  caddis  grub,  and  on  Friday  Mr.  G.  Wood  landed, 
amongst  others,  a beauty  of  6^1b.  This  was  weighed  in  at 
the  rooms  of  the  Nottingham  Wellington  Society,  and 
is,  so  far,  first  on  the  list  in  the  barbel  class.  Mr.  S. 
Pogson  has  caught  barbel , roach,  dace,  chub,  and  eels 
n the  same  waters  ; and  on  Monday  Mr.  J.  Theaker  and 
Mr.  P.  Wilson  were  busy  amongst  dace,  using  both 
maggot  and  caddis  grub. 

At  Shardlow  sundry  barbel  continue  to  be  got  by 
members  of  the  Nottingham  Wellington  Society,  though 
none  have  run  above  the  average. 

Sport  is  poor  at  Sawley  and  Trent  Lock,  and  very 
little  fishing  is  being  indulged  in  in  the  private  waters 
of  the  Shrimpton  Club  at  Shrimpton. 

Last  week,  at  Bristo',  I had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  a 
roach  weighing  31b.  2oz.  It  is  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Frost,  fishing-tackle  dealer,  48,  Victoria-street,  and  was 
caught  in  private  waters  in  Wiltshire.  Anglers 
visiting  Bristol  ought  certiinly  to  make  a point  of 
seeing  it. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Whitaker,  of  Keighley,  Yorkshire,  very 
kindly  sent  me  on  Monday  the  scale  of  a tarpon,  which, 
he  writes,  was  killed  with  rod  and  line  ofl:  the  coast  of 
Florida.  The  fish  weighed  1501b.,  and  the  scale  now  in 
my  possession  is  the  size  of  a medium-sized  oyster  shell, 
which,  so  far  as  the  inside  is  concerned,  it  very  much 
resembles.  I shall  be  pleased  to  show  it  to  any  of  my 
friends.  

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  past  week  has  been  a distinct  advance  on  its 
predecessor,  and  sport  has  been  immeasui'ably  better. 
The  rain  of  last  week,  if  not  sufficient  to  higher  the 
waters,  at  all  events  has  coloured  them,  and  taken  off 
their  fineness,  with  results  favourable  to  the  angler, 
but  fatal  to  the  fish.  This,  in  brief,  is  the  epitome  cf 
last  week’s  reports  as  to  the  condition  of  local  streams. 
Now,  as  to  fishing.  This,  too,  has  wonderfully  im- 
proved. The  consequence  is  that  the  immense  shoals 
of  roach  and  perch  seen  in  the  waters  at  Boston  and 
other  Lincolnshire  places,  and  mentioned  by  me  last 
week,  have  suffered  considerably.  The  fish  have  come 
nicely  on  the  feed,  and  good  takes  are  being  reported 
on  all  hands. 


THE  ElSiriNG  GAZETTE 


The  trip  season  has  opened  well.  The  M.S.  and  L. 
Railway  Company  have  again  imme  forward  with  their 
cheap  week-end  excursions  to  Lincolnshire— a boon 
for  which  Sheffield  anglers  are  by  no  moans  ungrateful. 
Without  these  trips  and  other  concessions  there  would 
be  no  fishing  in  Lincolnshire  for  the  great  army  of 
Sheffield  working-men  anglers,  hence  their  gratitude  to 
the  railway  company  who  thus  came  to  their  rescue. 

The  advent  of  the  coarse  season  has  for  a time  caused 
trout  fishing  to  take  quite  a secondary  position.  The 
Derwent  on  some  of  its  reaches  is  quite  deserted,  while 
local  reservoirs  and  other  private  waters  have  not  been 
at  all  well  patronised.  This  is  a pity,  as  those  of  us 
who  have  been  out  have  done  remarkably  well.  On  the 
Derwent  the  fish  are  rising  freely  to  the  fly,  and  towards 
evening  a good  catch  is  fairly  certain.  Maggot,  too,  is 
by  no  means  unacceptable,  as  many  a well-filled  creel 
towards  Grindloford  Bridge  has  lately  testified.  In  the 
daytime  the  most  killing  bait  is  a large  house-fly  secured 
in  the  bend  of  tho  hook  and  dangled  on  the  surface  of 
the  water  beneath  a tree  or  near  the  bushes. 

The  match  season  may  be  said  to  have  commenced 
last  Saturday  with  the  contest  for  .£10,  promoted  by  the 
landlord  of  the  Navigation  Inn,  Killamarsh,  and  fished 
in  the  canal  at  that  place.  This  canal  has  undergone 
many  vicissitudes.  At  one  time  the  best  of  local  fishing 
grounds,  it  afterwards  deteriorated  considerably,  and 
was  then  improving  wonderfully  when  the  laying  out  of 
the  new  railway  caused  it  to  be  diverted  from  its  original 
course.  As  a result  of  this  many  fish  were  lost.  Now, 
however,  thanks  to  local  care,  it  bids  fair  to  resume  its 
old  place  as  the  best  of  the  home  waters,  so  to  speak. 
The  match  was  a success,  although  the  threatening 
weather  doubtless  prevented  many  leaving  Sheffield. 
Fishing  lasted  two  hours,  at  the  end  of  which  it  was 
found  that  the  winner  was  J.  Sissons,  Holbrook,  who 
weighed  in  lib.  7Joz.  Three  other  prize  winners  were 
Killamarsh  or  Eckington  men,  the  remainder  being  all 
Sheffielders,  altogether  3-12  competed.  The  catches  were 
principsBy  small  roach. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

At  length  the  welcome  rain  has  fallen.  So  far  as  ths 
Severn  is  concerned,  there  ha, s perhaps  been  little  harm 
done,  bnt  the  smaller  streams  have  suffered  considerably 
through  the  lack  of  water. 

Salmon  fishing  in  the  Upper  Severn  has  been  very 
unsatisfactory  of  late.  There  have  been  more  salmon  in 
the  river  this  year  than  for  some  seasons,  but 
nearly  the  whole  were  kelts  in  poor  condition, 
which  remained  in  the  river  for  a long  period 
awaiting  the  flush  to  take  them  back  to  the  salt  water. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  there  was  more  water  in  the 
river  in  the  autumn  and  winter  than  has  been  the  case 
for  several  seasons,  and  thus  the  gravid  fish  had  abun- 
dant opportunity  to  ascend  the  passes  and  numerous 
obstacles  that  bar  their  progress  in  the  lower  waters. 
Thus  Ihe  salmon  fishermen  of  the  Upper  Severn  and 
Vyrnwy  have  more  cause  than  ever  to  be  dissatisfied 
with  their  lot.  It  is  very  hard  that  those  interested  in 
angling  in  the  upper  waters  should  breed  and  rear  the 
fry  upon  which  the  river  depends  for  its  supply,  and  have 
no  chance  of  taking  their  share  of  tho  fish. 

The  death  is  recorded  of  Mr.  Munslow,  of  Uffington, 
near  Shrewsbury,  an  old  boatman  well  known  to  anglers 
in  the  district.  Ho  died  at  an  advanced  age. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  rains  have  improved  fishing  generally.  The  flies 
killing  best  have  been  Red  Tag,  Dark  Mackerel,  Whir- 
ling and  Skyblues,  Coch-y-bondhu,  Yellow  Dun,  Black 
Gnat,  and  (Governor,  with  Red  Palmers  and  Buzz-flies  for 
the  chub.  Mr.  E.  Davies  and  others  took  some  splendid 
trout  with  the  wasp  grub,  and  some  large  eels  have  been 
taken  with  the  same  bait. 

The  Worcester  Angling  Society  had  their  first  outing 
of  tho  season  on  Thursday  evening  last  on  tho  club 
water,  Lower  'Feme,  there  were  about  tventy-fiva 
members  xiresent,  but  the  sport  was  very  slow  ; the  1st 
prize  being  taken  by  Mr.  Warnar,  with  31b.  12oz.  ; Mr. 
Avery,  2nd;  W.  Bridges.  3rd. 

The  Bransford  Anglers’  Association  (a  new  club)  had 
their  first  contest  on  the  25th  ult.,  on  the  Teme  ; the 
members  mustered  well,  but  tho  competition  only 
lasted  two  hours,  and  the  takes  were  but  small ; Mr. 
Stanton,  winning  1st  prize  ; Alf.  Jones,  2nd,  disputed  ; 
W.  Palmer,  3rd  ; H.  Cole,  4th.  They  had  their  annual 
dinner  at  the  Fox  Inn,  Bransford,  on  Monday  evening, 
all  present  thoroughly  enjoying  themselves.  Some 
capital  songs  were  well  rendered,  and  a very  jolly  even- 
ing was  spent. 

The  Worcester  Working  Men’s  Angling  Society  had 
the  first  of  their  fortnightly  outings  on  Saturday  after- 
noon last.  'The  fish  taken  in  number  and  weight  were 
but  small.  It  was  found  that  the  water  had  been  con- 
tinually poached,  and  all  the  best  fish  netted  out  of  it. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Not  only  in  and  around  York,  hat  throughout  the 
“ broad  county  ” itself,  angling  h is  been  more  or  less  at 
a discount  ever  since  tho  trout  season  opened.  A week 
or  a fortnight’s  rain  is  wanted  to  do  any  real  good,  and 
unless  that  comes  soon,  trout  fishing  will  be  a dismal 
failure  this  year. 

A day  or  two  ago  a Durham  pitman  had  a number  of 
eels  in  his  possession,  some  weighing  over  21b. 

The  news  that  the  Codbeck,  at  Thirsk,  has  been 
poisoned  has  had  anything  but  a pleasing  effect  upon 
anglers. 
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'The  River  Whiske,  which  runs  i)ast  Northallerton,  has 
also  been  poisoned  with  disastrous  results.  Some 
hundreds  of  pike,  roach,  dace,  perch,  barbel,  chub,  and 
other  fish  are  to  bo  seen  lying  dead  in  the  weeds  of  the 
stream. 

By  permission  of  the  Hon.  Lewis  P.  Dawnay,  the 
members  of  tho  George  the  Fourth  Angling  Association, 
York,  had  an  outing  to  Beningbrongh  last  week.  'The 
catches  were  only  small.  Messrs.  'T.  Bodger,  T.  Coop, 
A.  Ferrand,  J.  Coates,  W.  Henderson,  H.  Harrison, 
'T.  Benson,  and  H.  Barker  took  prizes,  but,  as  regards 
tho  weight  of  the  catches — well,  it  is  better  not  to  say 
anything. 

'The  coarse  fishing  season  has  opened  inauspiciously, 
and  but  little  can  be  done  until  we  have  a good  rain. 
Heavy  showers  have  fallen,  but  in  the  majority  of  cases 
have  failed  to  benefit  the  rivers  to  any  appreciable 
extent. 


FROM  IRELAND. 

To  the  Editor  of  tho  Fishing  Gazette. 

KERRY. — Up  to  Monday  last  sport  was  poor  on  the 
lakes,  and  also  on  the  principal  salmon  and  sea-trout 
river.s. 

Since  then,  on  the  Kill irney  lakes,  brown  trout 
angling  has  been  pretty  good  on  a couple  of  days,  and 
the  fish  taken  averaged  lib. 

On  Waterville  lake,  the  average  basket  of  white 
trout  for  the  week  was  about  six,  the  fish  running 
from  lib.  to  2|lb. 

On  Waterville  river  sport  at  white  trout  has  been 
well  maintained,  but  only  a few  sizeable  brown  trout 
were  taken. 

On  Monday  a few  heavy  trout  were  had  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Rough  Island  and  Rabbit  Island.  As 
the  rain  at  time  of  writing  appears  likely  to  continue, 
sport  should  be  good  next  week.  The  lake  at  Water- 
ville has  never  been  known  to  be  so  low,  hut  the  salmon 
and  trout  are  very  numerous,  and  they  will  rise  better 
atter  the  rain. 

Sport  has  been  fair  on  tho  Inny  river,  and  some  good 
baskets  of  white  trout  have  been  had  in  the  evenings. 
Salmon  are  now  eoming  up  in  average  numbers,  and 
good  sport  is  expected  amongst  them  during  the  next 
few  days. 

On  the  NorIh  Kerry  rivers  sport  has  improved  con- 
siderably, and  some  niee  salmon  have  been  had  on  the 
rivers  Feale,  Gale,  Smerlagh,  and  Cashan. 

In  South  Kerry  trout  angling  is  still  poor,  but  matters 
are  expected  to  brighten  shortly.  Nothing  has  been 
done  as  yet  on  the  Reenroe  River. 

On  Coppal  Lake,  which  has  retained  a good  volume 
throughout  the  long  drought,  owing  to  the  numerous 
rivulets  from  a hundred  springs.  Sport  has  been  about 
up  to  the  average  at  both  white  and  brown  trout.  On 
the  mountain  Lake  of  Cummeravanig,  brown  trout 
anglers  met  with  average  suecess  on  the  evenings  of 
Tuesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday. 

On  Coomavoher  Lake  a juvenile  angler,  named  Patrick 
Coffey,  landed  a brown  trout  of  31b. 

At  Killoglin,  on  July  8th,  a meeting  will  be  held  by 
the  Inspector  of  Irish  Fisheries  to  inquire  into  several 
subjects,  principally  connected  with  the  salmon  fisheries 
on  the  Kiliarney  Lakes  and  the  River  Laune. 

Regarding  the  lamentable  drowning  of  Mr.  William 
Henry  Keating  on  Lough  Guittane,  on  the  12th  inst.,  I 
have  to  chronicle  the  recovery  of  the  body  on  Thursday 
last.  A coroner’s  inquest  has  been  held.  The  verdict 
returned  was  one  of  accidental  drowning. 

Sea  angling  has  been  good  during  the  past  week,  and 
exceptional  baskets  of  pollock  and  gurnet  have  been  had 
on  all  the  seaside  stations  on  the  Kerry  coast. 

Scad  continue  numerous  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Skelligs 
rocks,  and  the  Portmagee  boats  made  good  hauls 
amongst  them  last  week. 


ULSTER. — The  long-continued  drought  broke  on 
Tuesday,  when  a thunderstorm  caused  a copious  fall  of 
rain,  but  it  would  take  a fortnight’s  constant  fall  of  rain 
to  raise  the  rivers  even  to  their  normal  state. 

During  the  past  fortnight  I made  a cycling  tour 
through  Derry,  Antrim,  Tyrone,  and  Armagh,  and  in  all 
those  counties  sport  never  has  been  so  dull.  Broad 
rivers  are  reduced  to  mere  threads,  the  only  one  having 
any  weight  of  water  being  the  Lower  Binn.  No  salmon 
are  up  yet  in  the  Bann,  and  I learn  that  the  bag  nets  off 
the  coast  of  Antrim,  Deiry,  and  Donegal  are  getting  few 
fish,  so  scarce  are  they. 

List  'Thursday  morning,  just  after  daylight,  William 
Duff,  Inspector  of  Fisheries,  while  on  duty  with  a party 
of  bailiff's,  on  Lough  Neagh,  surprised  a boat  which 
contained  a large  number  of  pollen  under  eight  inches  in 
length.  The  fishers  tried  to  escape,  but  the  bailiffs 
boarded  the  boat,  and  seized  150  small  pollen.  The 
fishers  will  be  prosecuted  in  due  course.  The  fisheries 
of  the  Lough  so  far  have  been  very  poor ; scarcely 
any  eels  are  being  taken  ; few  trout  have  been  netted 
recently,  and  the  pollen  season  has  been  the  worst  for 
ten  years.  Plenty  of  rain  would  improve  all  these 
fisheries. 


Important  to  those  who  wish  to  become  Expert  Anoeers. 
—At  the  request  of  a number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  Jame.s 
Kerss,  Sprouston-on-Tweed,  winner  of  the  International  F'ly- 
casting  at  Ttvickenham,  1800,  and  at  Edinburgh,  1892,  has 
decided  to  again  give  a course  of  lessons  in  the  art  of  salmon  and 
trout  fly  casting,  also  bait  easting,  at  Messrs.  'Warner's  Welsh 
Harp  Fishery,  Hendon.  J.  K.  will  be  at  the  Welsh  Harp  for  this 
purpose  on  Thursday,  June  1.  1893;  and  as  the  course  will  only 
last  for  a limited  period,  it  is  important  that  those  who  wish  to 
take  lessons  should  make  early  application.  Terms;  Salmon  fly 
and  b.ait  casting,  £2  for  four  lessons;  trout  fly  casting,  £1  for  four 
lessons.  Eods  and  tackle  will  be  provided. — Bellevue  Cottage, 
Sprouston,  Kelso,  N.B. 


altoniana 


Mv  prophecy  that  this-Isaac  Walton’s  season 

-would  be  a remarkable  one  is  being  h^mWed  to 
t^be  letter  A goodly  number  of  trout  h^e  been 
takm  partitolfrly  ia  the  Henley  and  Keadmg 
di<^tricts  Some  exceedingly  large  chub  have 
foC  victiofs  .0  their  love  ot  cte-e-I  mean 
the  chub’s,  not  the  bag  s love— and  no  less  tuan 
twenty  eiiht  lack  were  taken  by  a trailer  on  one 
Ly  in  thf  Regatta  Eeach  at  Henley  twenty-two 
of  which  were  returned,  and  another  trailer  took 
te^4w^  ]ack,  twenty  of  which  were  retnrneA 
This  cRarly  shows  that  the  fishing  has 
improved  in  the  Henley  district,  for  it  will  be 
remembered  that  only  the  autumn  before  Hst, 
after  the  great  October  floods,  an  enormou 
number  of  ]Ack  were  killed,  and  it  was  supposed 
these  fish  received  such  a thinning  down  that 
5ittle  would  be  heard  of  them  for  some  years. 
But  when  it  is  possible  to  catch  twenty-seven 
iack  in  one  day  in  the  Thames,  even  though  they 

be  undersized, ^there  is  nob  m'^^h  doubt  about  the 
improvement  of  the  fishing.  ^ 

rbiih  T referred  to,  which  were  caught  at  iUarsn 
Weir  were  very  large.  Two  or  three  weigh  s 
have  been  mentioned,  the  least  of  which  was  1 3.b. 
thl  brace.  Thirteen  of  the  chub  weighed  3olb., 
L I am  told.  Roach  have  not  been  feeding  badly 

where  one  could  get  out  wT 

portions  of  the  Thames  which  I have  seen  lately 
Le  lower  than  they  have  been  for  several  years 
and  I can  advise  no  bank  angler  to  sit  over  3ft. 
of  exposed  black  mud,  which  is  being  gently 
simmered  by  the  hot  sun. 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 

Thebe  has  been  a great  improvement  during 
the  last  year  or  two  in  the  way  launches  are 
navigated  in  the  Thames;  but  there  unfortu- 
natefy  still  remains  a number  of 
who  regard  neither  personal  property  or  law,  aiid 
we  are  constantly  hearing  of  the  dangerous  wash 
they  occasion  when  driving  their 
high  rate  of  speed.  The  conservators  have  full 
powers  to  put  a stop  to  this  nuisance. 
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We  seem  to  be  constantly  haying  enquiries 
into  our  sea  fisheries,  but  very  little  seems  to  be 
done  in  consequence.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
commission  which  is  now  sitting  will  8^® 
a strong  report  as  to  lead  to  the  absolute  proh 
bition  of  trawling  in  what  are  termed  territorial 

waters-that  is  to  say,  within  three  miles  of  the 

British  shores.  Sea-fishing  is  becoming,  as  I 
alwavs  thought  it  would  become,  very  much  the 
ra«e,^and  the  sport  of  sea-anglers  is  seriously 
affected  by  the  trawlers.  I know  several  places 
where  the^  falling  ofi  of  the  fishing  can  be  dis- 
tinctly traced  to  the  scraping  out 
by  the  trawlers  ; and,  on  the  other  hand,  I could 
mention  places  unvisited  by  trawlers  where  the 
Sing  is  remarkably  good.  I was  discussing 
the  other  day  with  an  amateur  sea  fisherman  of 
{Treat  experience,  the  question  whether  pollack  in 
Sy  distS  couM  be  c'onsiderdbly  thinned  b,  f»r 
fishing,  I mean  by  fishing  with  lines  and  the 
conclusion  we  both  came  to  was,  that  they  may 
not  only  be  thinned  but  can  almost  be  extermn 
nated  where  a large  amount  of  line  fishing  is 
carried  on.  There  are  numbers  of  places  where 
the  pollack  fishing  was  good,  which  have  been 
literally  fished  out.  By  the  way.  Lord  Brassey 
has  become  a member  of  the  British  Sea 
Society,  the  president  of  which  (^r  Edwaid 
Birkbeck)  has  just  returned  from  Chicago,  i 
would  advise  all  persons  who  want  reliable 
information  about  sea-fishing  to  ]oin  the  society 
and  consult  the  committee.  Avery  large  amount 
of  useful  information  has  already  been  collected, 
and  the  corresponding  menabers  take  great 
trouble  to  give  the  most  reliable  information  to 
their  brother  anglers. 


I see  from  an  advertisement  in  the  Times  that 
the  Thames  Conservancy  have  deposited  their 
latest  draft  of  the  bye-laws  with  the  Privy 
Council,  and  that  those  who  wish  to  proceed 
further  in  the  matter  must 

in  the  month  commencing  J une  2b.  Petitions 
should  be  addressed  to  “ H®^,. 

Maiesty  in  Council,”  care  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Privy  Council,  Whitehall.  I made  inquiries  at 
the  offices  of  the  Privy  Council,  and 
that  no  expenses  whatever  were  incurred  by  those 
who  petitioned  against  the  i.e 

the  points  on  which  people  will  patition  will  be 
those  relating  to  the  use  of  drag  nets  of  any 
length,  hoop  nets,  and  night  lines;  and  the  bye 
law!  prohibiting  people  from  setping  eel  baskets 
in  fisheries  which  are  not,  practically  speakin  , 
private.  1 refer  to  such  parts  of  the  river  as  Mr. 
Justice  North,  in  his  very  able  judgment  in  Smith 
V.  Andrews,  described  in  the  following  words  . 
“ There  are  very  large  portions  of  the 
which  the  public  are  at  liberty  to  fish 
fear  of  interference;  not  from  any  right  of  their 
own,  but  because  the  real 

and  fishery  cannot  trace  and  establish  their  title 
Another  point  is  allowing  owners  of  private 
fisheries  to  catch  an  unlimited  quantity  of  roach 
and  dace  for  baits  for  eel  baskets,  godg®on  o 
course,  being  the  proper  bait.  iEMPL.xii. 


iug  float.  A Mississipi  fisherman  takes  out 
dolen  jug  floats,  strings  and  hooks  being  attached 
to  eacffi^  He  plants  his  floats,  and  when  lie  sees 
one  bobbing  up  and  down  he  knows  that  e-  ^ 

has  become^fast.  He  plies  his  boat  flio ^obbrng 

float,  pulls  in  the  line,  and  kills  hie 
fish.  Some  beautiful  pictures  are  eli®™ 

Mrs.  Mary  Orvis  Marbiyrys  fine 
“Favourite  Flies  and  their  Histor  es.  it  is  saia 
of  Mrs.  Orvis  Marbury  that  she  knows  rnore  ot 

flies  than  anybody  living.  Very 

does.  She  and  her  father,  Mr.  Charles  F.  Oryis, 
of  Manchester,  Vermont,  contribute  a c^^rmi  „ 
exhibit  to  the  Government  angling  ^ePYgf 
It  is  a kind  of  revolving  album,  6fb.  higffi  i 
which  all  manner  of  artificial  flies  are  arranged, 
lide  by  side  with  the  flies  are  pictures  of 
the  disfricts  and  streams  where  they  fu  Je 
cipally  used.  Many  English  flies,  it  fonld  he 
said,  Ld  a place  in  the  collection. 

propriate  little  quotation  accompanies  most  of 

the  pictures,  as  for  example  this,  | 

Orvis  Marbury’s  home  at  Manchester,  Veimont  . 


I have  received  the  following  letter  from  Mrs. 
Grundy’s  husband:  ‘‘Dear  Mr.  Templar, -My 
wife  accompanied  me  on  a fishing  excursion  the 
other  day,  and  was  exceedingly  shocked  by  a 
young  gentleman  who  met  us  on  the  bank  and 
advised  me  in  her  presence  to  put  up  a Spent 
Gnat.  She  considered  the  expression  indelicate 
in  the  extreme,  and  wishes  to  know  if  some 
other  expression  could  not  be  devised  to  indicate 
the  condition  of  ephemera  danica  previous  to  its 
dissolution.  Knowing  the  gentlemanly  way  m 
which  you  sympathise  with  the  views  of  angler  s 
wives,  I am  quite  sure  that  you  will  meet  Mis. 
Grundy's  wishes,  and  suggest  something  less 
obiectionable  than  the  expression  I have  reterreci 
to.— 1 have  the  honour  to  be,  your  obYmnt 
servant,  Chari.es  Grun uy.”— How  would  iJis- 
bursed  Gnat’'  do  P 


ANGLING  AT  THE  ’WORLD’S  FAIR. 

THE  UNITED  STATES  GOVERNMENT 
EXHIBIT. 

{Continued  from  page  453.) 

By  a COBBESrONDENT  IN  CHICAGO. 

At  the  southern  end  of  the  very  roomy  Govern- 
m^t  Building  the  United  States  Fish  Cornmis- 
bSpreP«red  its  tho.-ousMy 

on  fisheries.  A little  section  of  the  exhibit  is 
devoted  to  angling  simply,  and  ,'^®®T  ® { 

up  with  much  care  by  Dr.  Henshall.  Some  ot 
the  exhibits  come  from  the  United  States  Museum 
at  Washington;  some— indeed  a good  many 
have  been  obtained  from  individual  sources. 

A large  case  from  the  United  States  Museum 
illustrates  the  older  style  of  , [®;®i®’ 

contains  one  or  two  examples  of  whistling  reels. 
By  the  by,  has  anybody,  any  angler  in  any 
country,  ever  habitually  used,  or  used  to  any 
StenC  a whistling  reel?  Some  seventy-five 
split  bamboo  rods  are  contained  in  several  artistic 
cases  sent  by  the  Montague  City  Rod  Company. 
As  a companion  to  the  case  with  the  older  leels 
from  the  United  States  Museum,  there  is  another 
illustrating  the  older  kinds  of  artificial  flies 
flies  for  salmon,  lake  trout,  black  bass,  and  so  on. 
Messrs.  Abbey  and  Imbrey,  a very  Avell-known 
Arm  of  American  tackle  makers,  have  a capital 
stand  of  reels,  rods,  flies,  and  lines.  Ihe  flies  are 
effectively  shown— effectively  as  well  as  artisti- 
cally shown— on  a background  of  white  satin 
Some  of  Messrs.  Abbey  and  Htibrey  s fliitteriiig 
flies  are  in  the  collection.  These  can  best  be 
described  by  the  statement  that  you  would  have 
them  did  you  have  the  ordinary  dressing  of  a fly 
turned  backhanded.  One  s eye  can  hard ly  fail  to 
light  in  this  case  upon  a beautifully  gold-mounted 
rod  and  reel,  a large  topaz  bejewellmg  the  end  ot 
the  rod.  Two  sister  rods,  it  is  said,  have  been 

sold  to  England.  i i fi,o 

A little  further  on,  pictures  from  a book  on  the 
game  fishes  of  America,  which  Scribner  has 
published,  make  a pretty  show.  They  are  a ter 
paintings  by  Mr.  S.  A.  Kilbourne.  Urn  ®d 

States  Museum  contributes  a collection  of  fiffiing 
floats,  some  of  them  quaint  enough  looking  floats 
ill  all  surety.  Take  for  example  the  jug  floats 
used  on  the  Mississipi.  Cork  up  an  empty  g'’®!' 
beard  bottle,  and  you  have  a rough  and  ready 


“ Only  a little  village  street 
Lying  along  the  mountain  side. 

One  more  exhibit  from  the  United  States 
Museum  ought  to  be  mentioned-to  wit,  a stand 
of  trolling-spoons,  squid  Looks,  and  gi  eat  hoo 
used  on  the  north-west  coast.  Anglers  anxi^s 
to  preserve  their  trophies,  and  ^*3  ^-L® 
have  a nice  picture,  might  take  a hint  from  a case 
shown  by  Mr.  D.  W.  C.  Farrington,  of  LoweU, 
Massachusetts.  The  skin  is  taken  off  precisely 
ine  side  of  the  fish,  and  fixed  on  a rounded 
plaque.  In  this  way  the  natural  form  of  the 
body  is  thoroughly  preserved.  A man  who  is  no 
Lgler  at  all,  will  find  a point  of  interest  in  two 
figures  which  Dr.  Henshall  has  set  up  where  they 
cL  be  seen  to  advantage  One  reweseffis  an 
angler  up-to-date,  in  a fine  fishing  suit,  with  a rod 
and  all  the  most  recent  appliances.  He  is 
has  hold  of  his  fish,  and  is  about  to  get  it  lotothe 
ffinding  net.  This  is  the  scientific  angler  of  the 
modern  day.  The  other  figure  represents  a poor 
old  negro  who  has  sat  down  by  the  side  of  a 
Learn  to  fish  for  cat-fish,  wRh  a rough  bit  of 
stick  for  a rod,  and  the  clumsiest  of  ®frings  tor 
line  The  old  “ coon  ” falls  asleep,  and  the  frog 
with  which  he  had  baited  his  hook  has  jumped 
out  of  the  water  and  is  sleeping  ai  his  feet.  _ it  is 
impossible  not  to  catch  the  spirit  of  ^is  al- 
^iether  delightful  picture.  Dr.  Henshall  should 
set  to  it,  when  the  World’s  Fair  is  ovei^bat  his 
scientific  angler,  and  particularly  the  old  nigger, 
are  placed  in  some  permanent  place. 


The  Walton  Tebcentenaby.— " Lovers  of  the 

piscatorial  art  will  welcome  the  suggestion  that  the 

300th  anniversary  of  the  birth  ot  Izaak  Walton, 
on  August  9,  shall  be  commemorated  by  some 
memorial.  There  is  a marble  bust  of  Walton  at 
his  birthplace,  Stafford,  and  a statue  at  Win- 
chester, where  he  is  buried,  but  in  London,  the 
home  of  his  adoption,  his  claim  to  have  his  name 
and  work  written  on  a memorial  tablet  has 
hitherto  been  neglected.  Mr.  Marston,  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  thinks  St.  Dunstan  s Chureffi 
Fleet-street,  would  be  an  appropriate  building 
whereon  to  affix  a mural  decoration  In 
memoration  of  the  tercentary  a special  ^ition  ot 
“The  Complete  Angler  will  be  piffilished  by 
Messrs.  Bagster  in  September.  Mr.  J.  E.  Harting, 
librarian  to  the  Linnean  Society,  is  editing  the 
volume,  and  adding  to  it  notes  from  the  point  ot 
view  of  a naturalist.  ’ Nature, 

During  the  recent  droughty  weather  grappling 
for  trout,  or  “puddling,”  as  it  is  called  over  the 
Border,  has  become  very  prevalent  throughout 
the  country,  especially  in  the  northern  rivers 
where  the  heat  has  been  extreme,  and  the  waters 
all  but  dried  up.  The  Westmorland  river  Kent 
which  has  been  in  a state  of  jmllution  for  some 
time,  is  one  of  the  greatest  pfferers  from  these 
depredations,  and  has  again  and  ^gam  beY 
selected  as  the  scene  of  operations,close  to  Buriie 
side,  near  where  the  offending  mills  are  sRuated 
One  Joseph  Scott,  the  most  ® 

fined  2s.  fid.,  and  8s.  costs,  at  Kendal,  on  Friday 
last,  for  grappling  in  the  Kent.  On  the  decision 
of  the  magistrates  being  announced,  a voice,  from 
the  back  of  the  court : “ What ! for  two  fish  ? A 
suggestive  observation  under  the  circumstances. 


.July  ],  ]S‘);5] 
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CANTI.EY  ON  TUK  YARB. 


Thk  Yare  is  a capital  river,  and  having  a few 
days  at  my  disposal,  I jumped  into  a hansom 
and  caught  the  five  o’clock  express  to  Great 
Y’^armouth,  where  I intended  staying.  My  ticket 
— a Friday  till  Tuesday  one — cost  me  10s.,  and 
the  journey  to  Bloaterville — 1211  miles — was 
accomplished  in  excellent  time.  The  next  morning 
I was  at  Vauxhall  Station  in  time  to  catch  the 
7.15  a.m.  Norwich  train.  Upon  arrival  at  Cantley, 
the  river  is  close  at  hand,  and  there  are  plenty  of 
boats  to  be  had  at  the  Eed  House  Hotel,  which 
stands  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  which 
provides  excellent  accommodation  for  the  angler 
and  boating  man.  Mr.  Wilson,  the  present  pro- 
prietor, has  greatly  improved  the  hotel,  and 
the  yachting  fraternity  mostly  make  a break  in 
their  journey  here.  His  charge  for  a fishing  boat 
is  Is.  a day,  and  he  generally  has  a supply  of  bait 
on  hand  in  case  anglers  require  it. 

It  was  not  very  long  before  I was  in  a boat  and 
making  for  a deep  and  celebrated  bream  swim, 
called  “ Cantley  Hole.”  If  the  angler  standing 
on  the  quay  looks  down  the  river,  he  will  see  a 
patch  of  rushes  within  a hundred  yards.  Off  the 
rushes  is  the  deep  hole  referred  to,  and  many  a 
clinking  bream  and  roach  I have  landed  there  be- 
fore breakfast  time.  The  water  is  some  12ft.  or 
15ft.  deep,  I should  say,  and  when  the  wind  blows 
across  from  the  opposite  “ rond  ” or  bank  this 
swim  is  of  very  little  use,  either  for  the  leger  or 
the  float.  The  country  round  about  here  is  very 
low,  and  when  the  wind  gets  up  it  makes  a clean 
sweep  over  the  river,  and  creates  a very  heavy 
swell,  and  sometimes  when  in  a boat  you  could 
fancy  you  were  on  the  sea.  It  was  a lovely  morn- 
ing on  the  occasion  of  my  visit,  and  I was  not  long 
in  putting  my  tackle  together,  although  I felt  that 
my  time  at  the  swim  would  be  of  very  short 
duration.  The  wind  was  wrong  altogether  for  it, 
but  pleasant  memories  of  bygone  feats  there  in- 
duced me  to  give  it  another  trial,  even  though  the 
wind  had  changed  and  was  blowing  towards  me. 
Having  plumbed  the  depth,  1 baited  with  a nice 
well-scoured  brandling,  and  up  came  a small 
bream.  A new  worm  was  requisitioned — result, 
a small  roach.  Re-baiting,  I next  took  a bream 
of  about  lib. ; but  the  wind  now  got  up  so  strong, 
and  seemed  to  be  increasing  in  force  every  minute, 
that  I decided  to  make  tracks.  So  up  came  the 
rye-pecks,  and  getting  under  the  lee,  I soon  found 
myself  in  the  Devil’s  House  Reach.  This  is 
reckoned  a good  piece  of  water  for  roach  and  bream. 
I will  tell  anglers  how  to  find  it.  Just  past 
the  clump  of  rushes  where  I was  fishing  is  an  old, 
black-looking  drainage  mill,  a little  farther  on  a 
farmhouse,  and  nearly  facing  that  dwelling  on  the 
opposite  side  is  the  “ DevirsHouse”and  theDevil’s 
Reach . I well  remember  here  one  September  taking 
801b.  of  plumping,  fat-backed  roach, though  earlier 
in  the  season — at  the  end  of  July — I got  some 
splendid  bream,  one  of  which  went  4|lb.  Some- 
one has  said  that  bream  ai’e  inferior  as  sporting 
fish,  but  let  an  angler  get  a good  Yare  bream  on 
when  the  tide  is  in  full  swing,  and  I think 
he  will  tay  the  fish  provided  him  with  some 
very  exciting  play.  Now,  as  to  the  Devil’s 
House  Reach.  I have  never  been  able  to  as- 
certain whether  “ Old  Nick  ” ever  resided  in 
this  part  of  Norfolk,  nor  have  I ever  heard 
that  anglers  when  breaming  at  night  have 
received  a visit  from  his  satanic  majesty. 
Anglers,  upon  being  told  to  fish  the  Devil’s 
House  Reach,  will  naturally  ask  at  once,  “ Why  is 
it  called  the  Devil’s  House  ? ” Of  course,  there 
are  several  legends  in  connection  with  the  place: 
one  story — it  was  told  me  by  a reverend  gentleman, 
and  therefore  I take  it  that  it  is  the  most  truth- 
ful one — is  to  the  effect  that  many,  many  years 
ago  a certain  person  thought  he  would  like  to 
live  on  the  banks  of  the  Yare,  and  made  arrange- 
ments to  build  a house  there.  Accordingly  the 
necessary  bricks  were  deposited  on  the  Red  House 
rond  or  bank,  and  the  next  day  the  builders  were 
to  commence  work ; but,  to  their  great  amaze- 
ment, when  they  arrived  there  next  morning  the 
bricks  had  disappeared ; and  upon  a search  being 
made  lower  down  the  river,  they  were  found  on 
the  opposite  side  ; and  from  that  day  to  this  the 
legend  is  that  the  devil  carted  the  bricks  across 
the  river  in  the  dead  of  the  night ! Whether 
the  present  house  was  constructed  of  those  self- 
same bricks  I should  not  like  to  say.  All  I know 


is  that  some  very  capital  fishing  is  to  be  obtained 
in  that  ]>art  of  the  river  which  is  always  referred 
to  as  the  “ Devil’s  Roach.” 

The  wind  continued  to  blow  very  heavily,  and 
though  I was  roaching  with  a large  float — don’t 
forget  to  fish  this  river  with  a good-sized  float, 
say  one  taking  about  twenty-six  or  thirty  shots — 
it  dipped  so  much  in  the  waves  that  bites  were 
hard  to  detect.  So  I utilised  the  leger  instead 
of  the  float-tackle,  and  tried  for  bream  with  the 
brandling  worm.  The  wind,  however,  proved  too 
much  for  me,  and  after  taking  a few  fish  up  to 
IHb.,  and  seeing  no  prospect  of  the  wind  going 
down,  I gave  up  the  attempt,  and  rowed  to  the 
Red  House.  On  the  way  there  the  sky  grew  over- 
cast, and  the  sound  of  distant  thunder  could  be 
heard.  The  storm  quickly  travelled  Cantley 
way,  and  it  was  a good  thing  I pulled  up  the  rye- 
pecks  when  I did,  as  soon  afterwards  rain  fell  in 
torrents. 

There  are  numerous  good  swims  in  the  Yare 
at  Cantley.  For  bream  fishing  the  angler  cannot 
do  better  than  row  up  to  the  steam  drainage  mill, 
some  distance  farther  on  than  the  Devil’s  House, 
where  some  deep  water,  from  10ft.  to  14ft.,  is  to  be 
found,  and  where  a hard  bottom  is  also  obtainable. 
Going  in  the  opposite  direction  from  the  quay — 
towards  Buckenham,  which  is  also  a good  fishing 
station — we  find  ourselves  at  Langley  Dyke,  a fine 
spot  for  jack  in  the  winter.  Just  past  the  dyke 
commences  one  of  the  best  roaching  grounds  in 
the  Cantley  district,  and  a good  lee  can  generally 
be  obtained  here,  as  the  reach  is  fringed  with  tall 
rushes.  I don’t  want  to  exaggerate,  but  I have 
seen  boat  after  boat  arrive  at  the  quay,  at  the  end 
of  the  day,  each  with  201b.  or  801b.  of  roach  for 
their  catch.  Such  roach  too ! and  don’t  they  go 
for  the  boiled  wheat  in  August  and  September ! 
These  fish  are  no  “ water-sheep.”  They  are  very 
well  educated  indeed,  and  fight  to  the  last.  In 
September  they  are  in  the  very  pink  of  condition, 
and  I know  of  no  prettier  sight  than  a tray  of 
fresh-caught  roach  from  this  part. 

The  boiled  wheat  bait  is  the  bait  par  excellence 
for  roach  in  the  Yare  during  the  months  of 
August  and  September.  I have  tried  gentles, 
but  with  indifferent  results — that  is  to  say,  I 
have  taken  small  roach  at  every  swim,  but  for 
tbe  big  fish  I found  nothing  take  so  well  as 
boiled  wheat.  Just  now  the  roach  may  be  had 
with  the  red  worm  and  brandlings,  and  upon 
the  occasion  of  my  visit  the  other  day  I took  two 
half-pound  fish  with  saffron-coloured  paste, 
which  often  proves  a very  successful  lure  in 
this  and  other  Norfolk  rivers.  August  is 
considered  the  best  month  for  bream  on  this 
river,  and  some  tremendous  catches  have  been 
made  at  various  times.  I believe  I am  right  in 
stating  that  upon  one  occasion  9st.  of  bream  were 
bagged  in  the  very  Cantley  hole  I have  referred 
to;  whilst,  when  the  fish  are  on,  from  2st.  to  3st. 
is  by  no  means  an  uncommon  catch.  The  bream 
have  commenced  to  feed  already,  and  I hear 
that  several  good  takes  have  been  made  at 
Cantley.  About  the  best  bait  for  the  fish  is  the 
brandling  worm,  although  well  scoured  lobs  are 
not  to  be  despised  by  any  means.  The  angler 
can  either  float  fish  or  leger.  I like  the  float 
tackle  best.  The  Yare  at  Cantley  is  also  a good 
jack  river,  and  one  angler  the  other  day  in  an 
afternoon’s  spinning  took,  so  I was  informed,  ten 
jack,  not  one  being  under  41b.  I have  never  gone 
in  for  jacking  in  this  river,  but  I do  know  that 
one  day  four  of  these  rapacious  fish  went  for 
roach  I was  in  the  act  of  landing  at  various 
times,  and  literally  drove  me  out  of  the  swim,  as 
I had  no  suitable  tackle  with  me  to  wage  war 
against  them.  I have  also  known  of  fine  salmon- 
trout  being  occasionally  captured  spinning,  and 
good  perch  are  frequently  dropped  upon.  But 
the  Yare  is  best  noted  for  its  bream  and  roach, 
and  I am  quite  content  to  follow  them  up,  without 
troubling  about  the  jack  or  the  salmon-trout. 
An  angler  cannot  do  better  than  select  Yarmouth 
for  his  headquarters,  and  I wish  those  of  my 
readers  who  think  of  trying  their  luck  on  the 
Yare  good  sport  and  a merry  time  of  it. 

COOSEQUILL. 


We  regret  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Mr.  B.  C. 
Marshall,  of  Dulverton,  who  for  many  years  sent 
riv6r  reports  from  the  Barle  and  Exe  to  our 
columns  under  the  nom  de  plume  of  “ Iron 
Blue.” 


1‘.) 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

II.  Smith. — Soak  your  wheat  in  cold  water  for 
twenty-four  hours ; then  place  in  warm  water  and 
stew  gently  for  an  hour.  When  the  husk  splits 
open,  exposing  the  white,  strain  off. 

S.  K. — You  ask  us  to  describe  “ best  methods 
of  securing  spliced  fishing  rods.”  Would  it  not 
be  better  to  consult  a rod  maker  ? 

A SuiisciUBER. — You  should  send  name  and 
address.  Apply  Mr.  J.  Hutchings,  Railway 
Hotel,  at  Rickmansworth.  At  West  Drayton 
you  may  fish  on  Sunday  (free)  by  applying  at 
the  Trout  and  Chequers. 


[IFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents,^ 

“ One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi- 
ment.’’—1.  E.  Pbitt. 

LAKE  VYRNWY. 

Sir, — Your  correspondent,  “ A Fisherman,” 
evidently  belongs  to  that  section  of  the  craft  who 
are  classed  as  “ fine  old  crusted  grumblers.”  His 
first  complaint  is  that  Vyrnwy  trout  will  not 
take  the  fly  in  June  and  July.  This  is  absurd,  as 
the  records  in  the  Nis/iiay  Gazette  will  show.  I 
fished  the  lake  last  season  from  July  4 to  9 in 
company  with  a friend,  and  we  killed  good 
baskets  of  fish  every  day,  on  fly  only.  Minnowing 
has  this  season  been  allowed  for  the  first  time, 
and  no  one  can  ignore  the  regulation  as  to  the 
limited  part  of  the  lake  where  this  method  of 
fishing  is  permitted.  No  boatman  would  run  the 
risk  of  instant  dismissal  by  infringing  this  rule. 
Then,  as  to  the  limit  of  ten  brace;  surely  such  a 
basket  of  fish  would  satisfy  any  ordinary  mortal. 
But  the  crusted  grumblers  are  not  ordinary 
people.  “ A Fisherman  ” has  to  admit  the  enor- 
mous increase  in  the  stock  of  trout,  but  com- 
plains that  they  are  not  so  large  as  formerly. 
This  is  true,  but  the  reason  that  he  assigns  is  not 
the  truth,  because  he  alleges  that  the  lake  is 
overstocked,  and  that  “ the  supply  of  food  is  in- 
sufficient for  the  population.”  The  real  reason 
for  the  reduction  in  size  is  that  the  original  stock 
of  artificially  bred  Loch  Levens  have  been  so 
much  thinned  out  that  not  more  than  10  per  cent, 
of  this  variety  will  be  found  in  a day’s  catch. 
The  native  Welsh  trout  from  the  tributary 
streams  were  washed  down  into  the  lake  last 
winter  by  one  of  the  heaviest  floods  that  has 
ever  occurred  in  this  part  of  Wales  within  the 
memory  of  man.  It  is  with  these  stream  trout 
that  the  lake  now  teems,  and  they  reduce  the 
average  weight  of  the  baskets  because  the  take- 
able  size  has  beeu  cut  down  to  lOin.  As  to  the 
food  supply,  there  is  no  need  for  your  corre- 
spondent’s hints  on  the  subject,  because  Nature 
has  already  adjusted  the  balance.  The  fish  have 
been  full  of  fly  all  this  season,  and  several 
anglers  have  written  to  the  papers  about  the 
extraordinary  rises  of  fly  on  the  lake.  In  con- 
clusion, let  me  ask  “ A Fisherman  ” how  he  came 
to  expend  £5  or  £6  in  travelling  expenses  to 
Vyrnwy,^  The  return  fare  from  London  is 
80s.  6d.,  and  to  this  has  to  be  added  a trap  to 
hotel.  Vyrnwy  is  not  a cheap  fishing  place,  but 
there  is  no  reason  why  the  cost  should  be 
exaggerated.  Those  of  us  who  have  fished  Loch 
Leven — which  is  the  only  fishing  in  the  three 
kingdoms  to  be  compared  to  it — know  full  well 
that  Vyrnwy  costs  about  one-third  all  round  of 
what  you  have  to  pay  at  Leven. — I am,  &c.. 

Another  Fisherman, 


Sir, — In  reading  a letter  from  “ A Fisherman,” 
in  your  last  week’s  issue,  I find  some  assertions 
respecting  above  water  which  are  not  borne  out 
by  facts. 

“ A Fisherman”  lays  down  the  dogma  that  trout 
in  this  water  will  not  rise  to  fly  in  June  or  July. 
This  I must  deny  point  blank,  as  last  July, 
fishing  with  a friend,  we  had  very  good  sport, 
using  fly  only,  and  we  had  the  same  experience 
in  the  end  of  June  the  year  before,  and  trout 
never  rose  better  to  fly  than  they  did  here  the 
second  week  of  July  that  year.  These  several 
instances  were  all  after  heavy  rains,  which,  in 
these  summer  months,  seems  to  insure  good 
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sport  here.  This  excepbioaally  dry  seasou  there 
was  no  rain  to  speak  of  in  these  mountains  until 
recently,  when  one  inch  fell  by  gauge,  and,  as  a 
consequence,  I am  over  here  with  a full  expecta- 
tion of  doing  as  well  or  better  than  m former 
seasons,  and  as  I write  it  is  pouring  down  again. 
1 must  also  diher  respecting  the  comparative 
weight  of  trout  this  season  and  last.  I liave  the 
register  before  me,  and  find  the  two  years  agree 
exactljq  the  average  weight  being  two- thirds  of  a 
pound.  I can  quite  understand  some  disappoint- 
ment in  this  abnormal  season,  but  if  a man  cannot 
take  his  chance  in  fishing,  I would  suggest  some 
other  sport,  as  “ pigeon  shooting  ” from  a trap, 
or,  in  due  season,  hunting  (?)  a carted  stag. 
He  might  then  (perhaps)  be  sure  of  getting  value 
for  his  money. — I am,  &c.,  Lanl  astri.vn. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  Hotel. 

FISHING  IN  NORTH  WALES. 

Sill —Would  any  readers  of  your  valuable 
iournal  give  me  narticulars  of  some  quiet  spot  in 
North  Wales  where  fair  trout  fishing,  line  scenery, 
and  moderate  accommodation  are  to  be  got,  from 
middle  of  July  ?— 1 am,  Doctor. 


three  brooks — Pennythorn  brook,  four  miles 
long  ; Blanacombe  brook,  three  miles  long  ; and 
Awlescombe  brook,  four  miles  long.  Tailwater 
brook  rises  at  Broadhembury  (nearest  station, 
Otlery  Road,  four  miles),  runs  in  five  and  a half 
miles  to  that  station,  working  three  mills. 

Luib.  — On  the  Dochart,  eight  miles  from 
Kiliu.  Coaches  pass  daily.  The  salmon  fishing 
is  middling  late  on  in  the  season.  Trout  fishing 
uncertain,  though  the  fish  run  a fair  size.  The 
water  is  very  deep  and  sluggish  below  Luib,  but 
above  and  as  far  as  Loch  Dochart  there  are 
some  capital  streams  and  pools.  Rob  Roy  s 
burn  ioins  the  river  three  miles  above  Luib,  and 
here  capital  sport  can  be  had.  Large  perch 
may  be  caught  below  Luib.  I am,  &c., 

The  Angler's  Diary,  Is.  8d  , Post  Free. 


SEA-FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 


FISHING  ON  THE  DEE  AT  CORWEN  IN 
AUGUST. 

Sir —Will  you  kindly  permit  me  to  seek, 
through  the  columns  of  the  fishing  Gazette, 
some  information  as  to  the  fishing  (salmon,  trout, 
and  grayling)  which  may  be  expected  in  the  Dee, 
at  Corwen,  in  August,  under  fairly  favourable 
circumstances  of  water  and  weather.  Any  in- 
formation that  may  be  kindly  given  will  be 
gratefully  appreciated. — I am,  &c.,  E. 

FISHING  NEAR  SANDWICH. 
giR^ — 1 have  fished  some  ponds  near  Sandwich 
and  caught  jack,  perch,  roach,  and  eels — no 
charge  for  angling.  The  water  runs  in  from  the 
Stour,  and  the  fish  are  driven  into  it  by  the 
steam  blow  boat,  which  is  daily  used  to  cleanse 
the  muddy  rivtr  and  keep  the  communication  to 
Canterbury  open  for  tbe  use  of  large  vessels. 
Grove  Ferry  (charge  Is.)  is  a good  place  for 
coarse  fish,  and  an  occasional  trout  at  the  top  of 
the  tide,  as  the  fish  wander  up  and  down,  and  it 
is  only  at  high  and  slack  water  that  success  to 
the  angler  is  secure.  The  roach  are  plentiful  and 
large. — I am,  &c.,  T.  R.  Sachs. 

giR^ — In  reply  to  your  correspondent  *'  Wilson,” 
there  is  excellent  fishing  to  be  obtained  at  Grove 
Ferry,  near  Sandwich;  roach  are  numerous,  and 
I’un  very  large.  All  particulars  can  be  obtained 
at  the  Grove  Ferry  Hotel,  and  tickets  to  fish. 
The  charge  is  or  was  Is.  per  day,  or  per  season 
ticket.  Trout,  which  are  also  numerous,  have  to 
be  returned  to  the  water  unless  a special  permit 
be  obtained.  In  the  river-keeper’s  cottage  at 
Fordwich,  near  Canterbury,  is  a record  of  two 
roacb,  both  captured  on  the  same  day,  of  the 
surprising  weight  of  31b.  lOoz.  each.  I have 
never  heard  of  this  weight  being  equalled. — 

I am,  &c , R-  -fl-  Morris. 

SiR^ — In  answer  to  “Wilson,”  the  River  Stour 
runs  there,  bub  I should  advise  him  to  make 
Grove  Ferry  his  headquarters.  The  fishing  there 
is  very  good  ; the  place  is  very  healthy,  owing  to 
the  sea  breeze  (the  sea  is  only  three  or  four  miles 
away).  Mr.  Kernan,  at  the  Ship  Inn,  makes 
anglers  very  comfortable.  The  station-master  is 
a keen  angler,  and  will  give  information  as  to 
the  best  spots,  &c.  The  charge  for  fishing  is  Is. 
a day,  or,  I think,  2s.  fid.  a week,  family  ticket. 

I may  say  that  gentles  are  the  best  baits  for  roacb. 
— I am,  &c.,  IvEL. 

ANGLING  AT  TAUNTON  AND  LUIB. 

Sir, — Taunton  (Somerset),  G.W.R.— The  Tone. 
Trout,  dace,  roach,  jierch,  tench,  and  })ike.  ^ King- 
ston brook,  trout.  Black  brook,  trout.  ^9'^® 
preserved  above  the  town  by  an  association. 
Below  the  town  are  many  weirs  where  very 
large  trout  are  taken,  also  many  coarse  fish. 
Pike  fishing  good  below  the  town.  Leave  from 
the  millers  and  the  landowners.  Small  perch, 
roach,  tench,  and  eels  in  the  Bridgwater  canal. 
Otter  (trout, salmon)  rises  eight  miles  off  at  Otter- 
ford,  on  the  south  slopes  of  the  Black  Down 
Hills,  and  between  here  and  Tipton  it  receives 


yiR^ — Y^our  last  number  contains  an  inquiry  by 
“D.  M.”  about  sea-fishing  between  Foynes  and 
Kilrush,  and,  knowing  the  country  about  there 
pretty  well,  I may  be  able  to  give  him  a hint  or 

^'^The  Shannon  at  the  points  named  should  be 
good  for  pollack  and  such  fish  as  like  rocky 
shores  covered  with  sea  weed,  as  that  is  the 
characteristic  of  that  part  of  the  river,  with 
several  small  islands  studded  about,  but  1 have 
doubts  that  salmon  fishing  rights  about  there 
might  interfere  a good  deal  with  a sea- fisher, 
particularly  if  he  uses  flies  for  pollack. 

All  other  things  being  equal,  I should  advise 
“ D.  M.”  to  continue  his  journey  for  half  an  hour 
by  rail  beyond  Kdrush  to  Kilkee,  where  he  will 
be  able  to  fish  right  across  to  America,  if  so 
disposed.  There  are  several  good  hotels  and 
boats  in  abundance,  with  boatmen,  who  will 
supply  bait,  &c.,  for  about  Is.  to  Is.  bd.  per  hour. 
The  boats  are  corracles,  which  are  excellent  sea 
boats  (in  fact,  the  only  boats,  they  say,  which  are 
suitable  for  the  seas  there),  and  quite  safe  so  long 
as  a passenger  plays  no  pranks,  and  keeps  the 
balance  of  the  boat  steady  under  all  and  every 
circumstance.  There  can  be  no  standing  up  or 
leaning  suddenly  over  the  side. 

Tbe  fish  to  be  caught  are  pollack,  bream,  cod, 
mackerel,  whiting,  and  congers.  Last  summer 
I caught  three  dozen  bream  (good  size),  one 
mackerel,  and  one  whiting  in  about  an  hour. 
Fishing  can  also  be  had  in  the  fine  pools  on  the 
reef  known  as  the  Duggana  Rocks— called  by 
the  cockney  who  made  the  official  map  the 
Duggaiier  Rocks.  Care  must  be  taken  not  to 
get  caught  on  the  reef  with  a rising  tide,  for  no 
help  could  come  from  man.  ^ 

The  cliff  scenery  is  magnificent,  the  air  superb, 
and  “ Liberty  Hall  ” is  the  watchword.  It  is 
glorious  to  spend  a few  hours  on  a fine  evening 
riding  over  the  monster  rollers,  straight  from 
the  mid- Atlantic,  that,  passing  under  your  little 
cockle  shell,  fling  themselves  with  thunder  on 
the  cliffs.— I am,  &c.,  Hawtrey  Thwaites. 

British  Sea  Angling  Association. 


a stuffed  specimen  of  a female  otter  spotted  all 
over  the  body  with  white  ticks,  precisely  similar 
to  some  pointer  dogs.”  Later  on  the  above  was 
humorously  commented  on  by  another  cOTre- 
spondent  as  follows ; “ I believe  any  of  the  above 
specimens  are  quite  as  scarce  in  our  streams  as  a 
live  gorilla  in  our  woods.  Dead  ones  are  easily 
obtained.  First  catch  an  umber  brown  otter; 
stuff  him ; set  him  in  a shop  window,  where  t-e 
scorching  rays  of  the  sun  will  bleach  him  white 
in  the  course  of  three  or  four  years ; sousing  him 
in  his  native  element  will  cause  him  to  bleach 
sooner  and  come  out  pure  white  ; shorter  time 
makes  him  cream  colour.  If  he  is  to  be  tioke 
like  a pointer,  keep  him  from  the  sun,  wrapped  in 
paper,  and  cut  a few  holes  in  the  paper,  app  y 
nitric  or  other  acid  to  turn  his  hair  white ; any 
chemist  can  do  this.  If  he  is  to  be  ‘ zebraised, 
wind  round  him  some  lead  foil  in  stripes,  or  hoop 
him  up  with  old  crinoline,  before  he  undergoes 
bleaching,  and,  ‘ barring  accidents,’  he  will  m a 
few  years  be  zebraised  when  ‘ uncoopered.  Juast 
autumn,  when  in  Kelso,  I saw  a very  good  speci- 
men of  the  cream  coloured  otter  in  a saddler  s 
window ; on  inquiry,  I found  he  was  original  y 
umber  brown  when  killed  on  the  Eden  at  Newton 

TTie  Fishing  Gazette,  Oct.  3, 1891,  states  that  a 
flne  specimen  of  the  black  otter  was  caught  at 
Burnhervie,  Aberdeenshire. — I am,  &c.,  (jIANT. 


SEAEUNABLE  ADVICE. 

Sir —We  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  allow  us  to 
caution  those  of  your  readers  who  are  fishing 
tackle  dealers  against  exposing  their  goods  in 
the  shop  windows  more  than  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary. Our  experience  has  taught  us  that  a 
many  rods,  mounted  tackles,  casts,  ®®-> 
descriptions  are  spoiled  every  year  through  this, 
and  it  is  most  important  that  they  should  be 
kept  from  the  sun  and  heat. 

It  is  far  better  to  have  suitable  cards  made  up 
for  the  window,  and  goods  intended  for  sale  kept 
out.  Gut  is  best  kept  in  washleather,  and 
should  not  be  in  more  than  fiO  degrees  of  heat. 
AVe  venture  to  make  these  suggestions  in  the 
interests  of  both  sellers  and  users,  as  much  of  the 
blame  that  is  laid  on  the  makers  from  ferrules 
coming  loose,  hooks  slipping,  and  whippings 
coming  unfastened  is  really  due  to  over  exposure 
to  the  sun  and  heat. — Yours,  &c., 

Redditch.  E.  Allcock  and  Go. 


WHITE,  CREAM,  SPOTTED,  ZEBRA,  AND 
BLACK  OTTERS. 

giR_In  the  Fishing  Gazette,  June  24.  Mr.  S.  J. 
Hurley  (Killaloe),  supplies  the  interesting  infor- 
mation that  a perfectly  white  otter  has  recently 
been  seen  in  the  Shannon,  and  that  some  years 
ago  he,  in  the  same  locality,  saw  one  with  a white 
circle  round  his  neck.  Otters  spotted  with  white 
are  occasionally  met  with,  but  pure  white  speci- 
mens are  a great  rarity,  or  they  would  be  more 
frequently  heard  of.  But  I learn  from  the  Field, 
Oct.  12,  1889,  that  a white  one  from  China  was 
shown  at  the  Paris  Exhibition ; another  from 
North  America  was  exhibited  in  the  Loan 
Collection  of  Hunting  Trophies  in  the  American 
Exhibition  of  1887  ; and  that  a pure  white  otter, 
shot  at  Islay,  in  April,  1850,  is  preserved  in  the 
Belfast  Museum. 

A correspondent  in  the  same  ,] our nal.  May  ii, 
1862,  wrote  : “The  usuaTcolour  of  this  animal  is 
a deep  umber  brown  over  the  whole  body,  with 
little  variety  of  shade  in  any  particular  part ; but 
instances  of  pure  white  and  cream  coloured  otters, 
although  very  rare,  have  sometimes  occurred,  two 
of  the”  latter  colour  having  been  killed  on  the 
river  Ain,  Northumberland,  a few  years  ago,  and 
are  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Grey,  of  East 
Bolton.  I have  also  seen,  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 


WATERS  RENTED  BY  THE  TWO  ASEO- 
CIATIONS 

Sir —Much  dissatisfaction  has  been  expressed 
by  anglers  at  not  being  allowed  to  hold  two 
privilege  tickets— one  from  each  association— 
with  a view  of  fishing  the  preserved  waters  of 
both.  I think  this  difficulty  can  very  easily  be 
got  over.  If  the  Central  man  wishes  to  fash  the 
Anglers’  Association  let  him  apply  through  his 
secretary  to  Mr.  Ghurney  for  a permit,  and  pay 
2s.,  and  the  Anglers’  Association  man  a,pply 
through  his  secretary  to  Mr.  AVade,  and  pay  the 
same.  This  plan  would  be  a great  boon  to  both, 
and  bring  money  into  the  funds  of  both  associa- 
tions. The  card  could  be  smaller  or  a different 
shape  to  the  privilege  card,  to  avoid  mistakes  at 
the  booking  office.  If  any  brother  angler  has  any 
better  plan  to  propose  let  him  put  it  forward,  or 
anyone  in  opposition  let  him  state  his  objection. 

I am,  &c.,  ^ ^ F.  Castell. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  A,b. 


At  Maryculter  a bridge  is  to  be  built  over  the 
Dee,  which  should  prove  a great  boon  to  the 
anglers  on  the  reaches  thereabouts. 

There  was  little  improvement  in  the  Solway 
salmon  fishings  last  week  In  the  fixed  stake 
nets  some  moderate  catches  of  sea-trout  took 
place  on  odd  days,  while  on  others  the  takes  were 
small.  The  sea-trout  season  is  improving,  but 
tbe  run  of  salmon  is  a comparative  failure  in  the 
Solway  The  drift  net  whammel  boats  have  had 
an  unproductive  week,  and  scarcely  anything  was 
done  with  the  poke  nets.  Grilse  are  slow  in 
putting  in  an  appearance.  Last  Saturday  showed 
up  better,  as  some  fine  salmon  and  a great 

number  of  sea-trout  were  caught  in  the  haat-nets. 

The  week’s  quotations  were  : Salmon,  lUd. ; sea- 
trout,  8d. 
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ANGLING  FIXTURES. 


July  2. 

Amicable  Excelsior  : Match  at  Walton. 

Battersea  Friendly  : Match  at  Amberley. 

Boinore  : Match  at  Langley. 

Clapham  Junction  ; Outing  to  Amberley. 

Izaak  Walton  : Match  at  Amberley. 

Junior  Fly-fishers  : Outing  to  Barcombe  Mills. 

Phcenix  ; Prize  match. 

Serapis  ; Eoving  competition. 

United  ; Match  and  cold  collation. 

Wellington  : Match  at  Amberley. 

West  London  : Match  at  Richmond. 

Westminster  : Match  at  Edenbridge. 

•July  3.  . n 1 

Anglers’  Association  : Monthly  meeting  ot  general 
committee. 

Central  Associatiou : Monthly  delegate  meeting  at 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Covent  Garden. 

Epsom  : Monthly  meeting — Discussion. 

Islington  : Visit  on  No.  2 Eastern  District. 

Prince  of  Wales  : Quarterly  night. 

July  4. 

Cobden  : Quarterly  night. 

Dalston  : General  meeting. 

Independent  Brothers  : Quarterly  night. 

Walworth  Waltonians  : Supper. 

July  5. 

Izaak  Walton  ; Match  for  special  prizes. 

Lincoln  : Annual  supper. 

Pontefract : Half-yearly  meeting. 

Prince  Arthur  ; Quarterly  night. 

Royal  George  : Western  District  visit. 

St.  Thomas’s  : Quarterly  night. 

Walham  Green  : Quarterly  night. 

July  6. 

Amicable  Waltonians  ; Quarterly  night. 

Brompton : Special  meeting. 

Liverpool : Prize  outing. 


July 


Aug. 


FIXTURES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

9. — Anglers’  Pride  : Match  at  Amberley. 

9. — Crown  and  Buckland  ; Outing  to  Harlow. 
9. — Dalston  : Match  in  the  Lea. 

9. — Oak:  Match  at  Roy  don. 

9. — Seymour  Brothers  : Prize  outing. 

11. — Good  Intent : Distribution  of  prizes. 

11.  — Mildmay  : Annual  dinner. 

12.  — Seymour  Brothers  : General  meeting. 

12. — Walworth  Waltonians  : Match. 

16. — Sundial : Prize  outing. 

23. — Great  Eastern  : Match  at  Harlow. 

23.  — South  London  United  Visiting  List 

petition  at  Amberley. 

24.  — Hull  Times  Angling  Competition  at  Brigg. 
8. — Copenhagen  : Annual  outing. 


Com- 


3^epotts  from  Clubs 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertio7i)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  ITllurs- 
day  Morning.  Thursday  night’s  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  morning . Address  “ Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,” 
marked  “ Club  Report  ” outside  envelope. 


Anglers’  Association. — 1 have  the  pleasure  to 
report  that  the  Metropolitan  Railway  Company  have 
consented  to  grant  anglers  cheap  tickets  from  Baker- 
street  Station  to  Rickmansworth  and  stations  to  Ayles- 
bury. The  monthly  meeting  of  the  general  committee 
will  take  pla^e  on  Monday  evening  next,  July  3,  at  8.30. 
The  new  guide  books  are  now  ready,  and  may  be  had  by 
secretaries  applying  to  me  at  Foresters’  Hall  on  the 
first,  second,  and  third  Mondays,  from  8 30  to  10  o’clock, 
or  at  my  private  addre.ss,  1 16,  Mnrray-street,  New 
North-road,  Hoxton,  N. — R.  Ghuenet,  sec. 

Anglers’  Association  'Visiting  List  (Eastern 
'Distbict,  No.  2). — The  next  return  visit  on  this  list 
■will  take  place  at  the  Islington  Brothers’  Angling 
Society,  on  Monday,  July  3,  when  I hope  to  see  all 
the  clubs  in  the  district  represented,  as  we  want  to  give 
the  new  host  a house-warming. — F.  Thorling. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.— Since  my  last 
report  I beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£1  lOs.  on  behalf  of  the  late  fifth  Eye  House  competi 
tion. — E.  Ghurnet,  s»c. 

Allason  United  Brothers’  Angling  Society, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate. — 
The  special  general  meeting  of  June  28  was  well  attended. 
A vote  of  thanks  wa.s  awarded  to  Mr.  F.  E.  Brown  for 
■drafting  our  new  rules.  Our  host  gives  10s.  Od.  for  the 
member  who  gets  the  most  specimen  fish  (Sunday  fishing 
only),  but  a member  can  take  the  club’s  prize  week 
days,  each  fish  to  be  a different  species.  Will  members 
attend  next  Wednesday  at  9 p.m.  ? Messrs.  Brown  and 
W.  Smith,  auditors,  gave  in  their  report,  which  -n-as 
satisfactory.  On  the  18th  ult.  Mr.  Fuller  weighed  in  a 
fine  show  of  roach  and  dace ; Mr.  F.  E.  Brown  also  had 
a nice  show  of  roach  ; Messrs.  Hill,  roach  ; A.  Boreham, 
perch  and  roach;  Alf.  Smith,  roach.  Our  prize  list  has 
been  largely  increased  in  value.  Please  note  our  new 
address. — B.  Abrahams,  sec. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-plaoe,  Lincoln’s-inn-fields. — On  the  2.5th  ult. 
several  of  our  members  were  out,  and  met  with  some 


very  good  sport,  the  following  weighing-in  : H.  Seymour, 
roach  largest  11b.  loz.  ; W.  Stewart,  roach  ; W . Thornet, 
roach ; J.  Scott,  roach ; and  J.  Drew,  roach.  On 
Tuesday  we  got  through  our  usual  business,  but  one 
item  was  left  over  till  next  Tuesday,  when  I hope  to  see 
a good  master  of  members  present,  as  it  is  a matter  of 
importance,  and  1 thank  several  of  the  Mitre  Brothers 
for  giving  us  a visit  during  the  evening. — G.  Marriott. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald 
Paced  Stag,  Worship-square, Finsbury,  E C. — On  .Tune  25 
we  had  a very  nice  show  of  roach  by  Messrs.  Haynes, 
Harding,  and  Alliband.  On  Monday  the  committee  met 
and  revised  the  rules,  &c.  On  Wednesday  we  had 
another  full  meeting.  We  have  a few  vacancies  for 
eligible  members. — F.  G.  Hutchens,  sec. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea. — Our  first  match  this 
season  will  take  place  at  Walton-on-Thames,  from 
Shepperton  Weir  to  Sunbury  Lock,  tow-path  only,  on 
July  2;  fishing  to  commence  after  12  p.m.  Saturday,  and 
leave  off  fishing  at  7 30  p.m.  on  July  3 : jack  barred. 

On  June  25  several  of  our  members  weighed-in — viz., 
Messrs.  Jones.  Bliss,  Turpp,  jun.,  J.  Rich,  and  Bell. 

On  Saturday,  McLovett  had  a very  nice  show  of  fish, 
including  chub,  roach,  bream,  and  barbel. — J.Rich,  sec. 

Amicable  "Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The  Sun, 
Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road.— On  June  25  several 
of  our  members  had  a nice  show  of  fish.  Mr.  Tomkins,  a 
fine  show  of  roach  ; Mr.  J.  Nunn,  ditto;  Mr.  T.  Hake,  a 
fine  show  of  roach,  dace,  and  bream  ; and  Mr.  White- 
head,  a good  show  of  roach,  bream,  and  dace.  Members 
are  reminded  that  next  Thursday  will  be  quarterly 
night. — E.  R.  Embleton,  sec. 

Anglers’  Association  (Western  District  Visit- 
ing List). — The  next  return  visit  on  the  above  list  will 
take  place  on  Wednesday,  July  5,  to  the  Royal  George 
Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms,  Bateman-street,  Soho, 
when  I hope  to  see  a good  muster.  I also  ask  the  clubs 
to  attend  on  this  visit,  so  that  we  can  arrange  a meeting 
for  the  election  of  officers  to  carry  out  the  arrangements 
for  the  annual  competition  at  Langley,  on  behalf  of  the 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Society. — J.  Harris,  district 
officer. 

Angler’s  Pride  Angling  Society,  Princess  ot 
Wales,  South-street.  Walworth.  — Several  members 
visited  Amberley  on  June  25,  and  brought  away  some 
splendid  roach  and  bream,  the  most  successful  being 
Messrs.  Randall,  Scutt,  Hulls,  Taylor.  J.  Evans,  sen. 

I had  the  pleasure  of  booking  four  specimen  fish, 
namely,  Mr.  Randall,  two  roach,  11b.  11  Jib.  and 

llb.8Joz. ; Mr.  Hulls,  roach,  11b.  9oz. ; Mr.  Evans,  dace, 
9oz.  It  was  unanimously  agreed  to  fish  Amberley  on 
July  9 for  monthly  prizes.  Members  please  attend  on 
next  meeting  night,  for  final  arrangements.  Our  visit 
on  Monday  last  was  a great  success,  twenty  clubs 
answering  to  the  roll-call.  I also  thank  the  varions 
societies  for  the  support  rendered.  Members  please  call 
up  for  privilege  and  anglers’  Benevolent  tickets  awaiting 
them. — J.  H.  Tucker,  hon.  sec.  _ 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen  s 
Hotel,  Queen’s-road,  Battersea. — I'be  members  of  this 
club  will  fish  a match  on  July  2,  at  Amberley.  Pegged 
down.  Train:  London  Bridge  6 55  or  Clapham  Junc- 
tion 8.27,  by  leaving  names  at  clubhouse  on  Saturday. — 
Geo.  Mumford,  sec. 

Battersea  United  Fiscatorials,  Lord  Eanelagh, 
Verona-street,  S.W. — On  June  25  Mr.  J.  Ellis  weighed- 
in  .51b.  12oz.  roach,  &c.,  and  on  June  28  Mr.  E^M  ilson, 
111b.  loz.  roach,  &c.,  and  Mr.  Maokrell,  71b.  loz. 
roach,  &c.,  a very  nice  show.  It  has  been  decided  that 
we  have  a light  supper  to  take  place  on  the  last  V ed- 
nesday  in  July  for  distribution  of  prizes,  Ac.  All 
members  are  requested  to  attend  on  meeting  nights  for 
further  particulars.  We  made  two  members  last  meeting 
night. — A.  Trowbridge,  sec. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  "Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street. — Our  worthy  host,  Mr.  G. 
Shepherd,  weighed-in  a nice  show  of  barbel,  roach,  and 
chub  from  the  Thames,  on  the  23rd,  two  of  the  later 
fish  being  specimens,  one  being  preserved.  On  June  25 
our  trays  were  again  well  filled  with  some  capital  bream, 
roach,  and  barbel,  contributed  by  the  following  mem- 
bers : H.  Patman,  bream  (several  fish  over  31b.,  best  one 
31b.  15oz.)  ; W.  Streeton,  bream;  J.  Smith,  bream  and 
roach  ; J.  Warman,  roach  and  bream  ; and  G.  H.  Payne, 
barbel.  Total  weight,  75Jlb. — A.  Conn,  sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street. — Since  my  last  report  S“veral 
member.s  have  been  out,  and  done  fairly  well.  Messrs. 
F.  Barker,  roach  ; Hacker,  roach  and  dace;  and  Shelton, 
chub.  Others  had  fish,  but  did  not  weigh-in.  Wiil 
gentlemen  on  the  committee  kindly  come  up  next  week 
and  arrange  our  prize  list  for  the  coming  season.  J . 
Foster,  sec. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers’  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  W.C. — On  the  2-5th  ult.  we 
had  a very  poor  show  of  fish,  though  several  members 
were  out,  only  two  weighed  in — D.  Warren,  bream,  and 
C.  Payne,  bream  and  roach. — D.  Warren. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society. —Those  who  at- 
tended on  the  2.5th  ult.  were  well  rewarded  by  doing  so, 
for  Mr.  Balck  treated  us  to  a grand  show  of  trout  taken 
by  him  the  same  day,  eight  fish  going  close  on  181b.,  the 
two  heaviest  41b.  14jOz.  and  41b.  ioz.  respectively,  the 
smallest  fish  11b.  joz.,  all  handsome  trout,  the  result  of 
seven  hours’ fishing.  Messrs.  Brown,  West,  and  Hoare 
have  had  fair  takes  of  roach ; also  Halsell,  perch, 
heaviest  lib.  ; and  Steggles  some  good  bream  and  roach  ; 
Eundell,  chub.  On  Wednesday  last  Mr.  West,9_lb.  4j-oz. 
of  roach.  The  first  outing  for  the  season  is  fixed  for 
the  third  Sunday  in  August. — J.  H. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D’Oyley  Arms,  Marl- 
borough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W. — On  the  25th  ult.  Mr.  J. 


Hall  weighed-in  some  nice  chub,  up  to  2ilb.,  and  Mr. 
Davis,  barbel.  Members  will  please  note  that  a special 
meeting  has  been  called  for  Wednesday,  .July  •>,  to  form 
a committee  to  arrange  the  prize  list  for  the  present 
season. — H.  Roach.  „ . . 

Brothers  ’Well  Met  Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  'VI.,  King  Edward-street,  Liverpool-road.  — A 
few  of  our  members  weighed-in  fish  on  June  25.  Mr. 
Bass,  51b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  Elderton,  21b.  8oz.  of 
bream;  and  Mr.  Ferres,  roach.  I should  like  to  see 
some  of  our  old  members  if  they  would  give  us  a call 
any  Wednesday  evening  and  see  our  new  house.  Ht. 
Tame  sbc 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cheriy 
Tree,  Bromley.— On  the  25th  ult.  we  had  a fair  show 
fish,  the  following  weighing  in:  Mr.  B . Lees,  a nice 
show  of  bream  and  roach;  Mr.  Bissell,  roach  and  dace 
Mr.  Thompson,  roach,  and  Mr.  Watkins,  roach  and  dace. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  next  meeting  night  to 
settle  very  important  business. — J.  Watkins,  sec. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hart- 
land-road,  N.W.— On  June  25  only  three  of  our  mem- 
bers weighed  in  : Messrs.  Sartain,  roach ; Marshall, 
roach  ; Critcher,  roach  and  gudgeon.  On  Wednesday 
last  we  had  our  annual  distribution  of  prizes,  Mr  King 
taking  first  honours  with  gross  weight  of  all  fish 
specimen  jack,  specimen  barbel,  and  dividing  largest 
reach  prizes  with  Mr.  Critcher  ; Mr.  Langton  spemnien 
trout  and  largest  chub,  and  Mr.  Cox  largest  dace,  being 
the  principal  winners.  We  have  already  a good  list  ot 
prizes  promised  for  the  current  season.  E.  T.  White, 
sec. 

Canning 


Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 


Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E.— On  the  2oth 
ult.  the  following  weighed-in : Messrs.  0.  Jones,  R. 
Lashwood,  J.  Heester,  C.  Marney,  and  S.  Riley. 
Altoo-ether  a nice  show  of  bream  and  roach.  Mr.  G. 
Howell  was  elected  chairman  for  the  ensuing  season. 
Our  books  having  been  audited  and  found  correct, 
Mr.  T.  Stone  was  elected  a working  member.— 0. 
Jones,  sec.  , ,,  , 

Central  Association. — The  usual  delegate  meeting 
of  the  above  will  take  jilace  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  on  Monday  next,  July  3, 

at  9 p.m.  „ . _ 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling 
Society,  George,  Brooke-street,  H'dborn-bars.— Six  of 
our  members  took  part  in  the  Clerkenwell  competition, 
on  June  25,  Mr.  Macdonnell  winning  sixth  prize  with 
41b  7oz  of  bream  ; Mr.  Comley,  tenth  prize,  with 
31b.  12Joz.  bream  and  roach  ; Mr.  Macdonnell  also  win- 
ning Mr.  Challis’s  prize.  Mr.  Chambers  had  roach,  one 
nearly  a pound.  We  have  vacancies  for  a few  new 
members.  Active  members,  3d.  per  week  ; honorary, 
one  payment  of  5s.  for  the  year,  which  gives  a right  to 
fish  all  waters  rented  by  the  Anglers'  Association,  and 
railway  privilege. — Cas.  „ -nr  • i 

City  Fiscatorials,  Coffee  Pot  Tavern,  Warwiok- 
lane  E.C.— At  the  last  weekly  meeting  some  important 
business  was  transacted,  including  the  presentation  of 
last  season’s  prizes.  We  had  the  extreme  pleasure  ot 
electing  Mr.  J.  R.  Wilson,  host  of  the  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street,  as  an  active  member,  and  several 
other  former  honoraries  also  signified  their  intention  of 
becoming  workers  to  support  the  club.  The  resignation 
of  Mr  John  Smith  from  the  hon.  secretaryship  was 
accepted  with  much  regret  by  the  members,  and  a vote 
of  sincere  thanks  for  his  past  valuable  services  ordered 
to  be  placed  on  the  minutes.  In  the  angling  line,  Mr  T . 
Keeble  (host)  has  been  busy,  having  made  two  fine 
shows  of  barbel,  largest  fish  61b.  2oz. ; and  Mr.  Thorn 
had  two  barbel  on  Monday,  weighing  41b.  ojoz.  and 
31b.  IJoz.  respectively.— J.  D.  „ ■ mu 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  'Ihe 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  fci.W. 

On  the  22nd  ult.  Mr.  Brougham  opened  our  Thames 
Preservation  Box,  which,  I am  plea-ed  to  say, 
contained  lOs.  81.  This  society  is  still  increa-sing  its 
members,  we  having  made  three,  and  nominated  two 
more.  We  are  open  to  re leive  a few  more.  Members 
are  requested  to  catch  the  8 27  train  on  July  2 at 
Clapham  Junction  for  Amberley.  On  the  25th  ult  the 
following  weighed-in : Messrs.  A.  Rowates,  61o.  I j^^., 
roach  and  bream  ; J.  Willgoss,  lib.  lOjoz.,  roach;  and 
G.  T.  Jameson,  lib.  loz  , roach.- G.  T.  Jameson,  sec. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  Lis 6.-yA 
visit  on  ths  above  list  was  paid  to  the  LiucoIq  Angling’ 
Society,  on  Monday  evening,  Mr.  Webster  in  the  chair, 
faced  by  Mr.  Stretch,  jun.  The  following  fourteen 
societies  sent  representatives,  viz.  : Great  JNortfierii 
Brothers,  Lincoln,  St.  John's,  Crown  and  Buckland,  City 
of  London  and  Rising  Sun,  Seymour  Brothers,  Eustomans, 
Islington  Brothers,  Bloomsbury  Brothers,  Alma,  North 
London,  Phcenix,  Midland,  and  Independent  Brothers 
The  attendance  was  not  so  large  as  nsual,  but  they  h’aa 
a room  full.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  St.  John  s 
Angling  Society,  Empress  of  Russia,  St.  John  s-street. 
Date  later  on.  Our  summer  competition  was  decided 
on  June  25,  at  Amberley.  We  had  our  usual  fine 
weather,  and  a very  enjoyable  outing.  Result  m the 
order  named:  Mr.  Carr  (Phisnix),  201b  lUoz.,  ^1;  G. 
Watling  (Funny  Folks),  111b.,  los.  ; C.  Watling  (Great 
Northern),  61b.  4Joz„  12s.:  Biggs  (Funny  hoiks), 

51b  8i-oz  10s.  : H.  Long  (Crown  and  Buckland),  51b.  4OZ., 
8s.’;  J.  Macdonnell  (City  and  Rising  Sun),  41b.  7oz^,  7s  ; 
Bouffler  (Phcenix),  41b.  5oz.,  6s. ; Milliard  (Funny  Folks  , 
31b  141oz.  5s.;  Franklin  (Crown  and  Buckland), 

31b’.  14oz.,’  5s.  ; Comley  (City  and  Rising  Sun), 

31b  I2.V0Z.,  5s. ; E.  Vanhegan  (Funny  Folks),  31b.  4iz., 
4s  ’■  and  C.  'Walter  (Crown  and  Buckland),  21b.  foz.,  4s. 
Tlie  winner  weighed  in  some  fine  specimen  roach,  this 
being  the  second  time  in  succession  of  his  winning  this 
competition. — F.  Castell,  hon.  sec. 


Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  I^ensal- 
road  W.-We  had  some  nice  shows  of  fish  weighed  m 
on  the  25th  ult.  by  Messrs.  A.  Smith,  H.  Underwood,  h . 
Bourne,  T.  Twyman,  G.  Percival,  J-  Hicks,  and  U- 
Baxter.  Tuesday  next  is  quarterly  night  wlmn  I hope 
all  members  will  attend  for  the  election  of  oifacers,  and 
arrange  for  the  next  match. — A.  Smith,  sec. 

Copenhagen  Angling  Society,  York-road,  N.- 
On  the  22  nd  ult.  we  had  a fair  attendance,  Mr  Dickson 
in  the  chair.  In  the  course  of  the  evening  Mr.  Smith 
brought  in  roach.  Mr.  Belton,  roach  and  bream  ; and  Mr 
Parker  bream.  (I  may  state  that  this  report  was  sent 
in  too  late  for  last  week.)  On  Thursday,  June  29  we 
had  a small  attendance,  considering  it  was  quarterly 
night.  There  was  a good  show  of  fish  on  July  2 broiigM 

jjj Ford  bream  and  roach,  and  Mr.  Parker,  roach. 

Our  annual  outing  is  fixed  for  the  second  Saturday  in 
August.— B.  Pitt.  sec.  , 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscato^al 
Society,  Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell-greem  — The 
following  members  have  weighed-in  fish  since  the  open- 
ing June  18 : Mr.  Sherwood,  roach  and  dace ; Mr. 
Dockree,  roach  ; Mr.  W.  J.  Long,  roach  and  dace.  On 
June  25  we  had  our  competition  at  Amberley,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Clerkenwell  and  District,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Lono"  was  first  with  roach  and  bream,  also  a prize  in 
C.  and  D.  U.V.L. ; Mr.  G.  Franklin,  s^ond,  with 
roach  and  bream,  also  a prize  in  C.  and  D.  U.V.Jj.  ; 
Mr  C Walter,  third,  roach  and  dace,  also  a prize  in 
C.  and  D.  U.V.L.  ; Mr.  Bitty,  bream  and  roach  : Mr. 
Gobell  roach  ; Mr.  Sherwood,  roach.  The  next  outing 
will  be  on  July  9,  at  Harlow.  All  members  are  re- 
quested to  attend  next  Wednesday  to  make  final  arrange- 
ments. I wish  to  inform  secretaries  and  friends  that  1 
have  again  been  appointed  secretary  of  the  above 
society  for  the  ensuing  season,  and  trust  that  all  com- 
munications will  be  addressed  to  me  at  the  club-house.— 
W.  H.  Burward,  sec. 

Crystal  Palace  Pislieries.— Many  anglers  have 
been  taking  bream,  carp,  roach,  and  rudd  during  the 
week  One  man  had  107  on  Tuesday,  and  another  twenty- 
seven,  but,  owing  to  the  lax  system  prevailing,  and 
nossiblv  indifference  as  to  size,  bagged  the  lot  inst^d  ot 
properly  returning  small  fish  to  the  water.  Other 
persons  have  also  been  successfully  w.gaged.  There 
are  rumours  of  a half-crown  being  paid  to  any  angler 
who  will  land  a carp  of  11b.  and  upwards,  there  bmng 
several  that  have  hitherto  defied  the  C.P.  anglers,  1. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms.  Brown- 
low-street,  D .Iston.-On  the  25th  ult.  several  members 
were  out,  the  successful  ones  were  : Messrs.  Poore,  Hills, 
Parram,  Wythe,  Eobinson,  Eedwood,  and  Wild,  who 
had  a fine  show  of  roach,  dace,  perch,  bream  and  chub. 
On  July  9,  a boundary  match  will  be  fished  in  the 
Lea  for  six  prizes  ; full  particulars  to  be  obtained  at 
the  clubhouse.  Members,  don't  forget  that  Tuesday,  the 
4th,  is  general  meeting  night.— S.  Malbt,  sec. 

Fifth  Kte  House  Competition.— I beg  to  acknow- 
ledi^e  with  thanks  the  receipt  from  the  Amicable 
Brothers,  lOs.  ; Camden,  5s.— S.  Malbt,  sec. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saint’s-road,  Westbourne  Park.— On  the  18th  ult., 
the  following  weighed-in  : M.  A.  Barrett,  bream  from 
Thames  (largest,  31b.  3^;oz.)  ; and  M.  Father.s,  71b.  14oz. 
bream  and  tench.  On  the  25th,  our  first  match  of  the 
season  took  place  at  West  Drayton,  when  the  following 
took  prizes:  Mr.  Wilkins,  first:  Mr.  Fathers,  second  ; 
Mr  Walford,  third;  Messrs.  Abbott,  Newbon,  Foster, 
G.  becks,  and  Purchase,  were  declared  prize  winners.— 
W.  Jenkins,  sec. 

Eclipse  AnglingSociety,  Ledbury  Arms.  Ledbnry- 
road,  Bayswater.— A few  of  our  members  went  out  on 
the  25th  ult.  Mr.  Eeynolds,  bream  and  roach  ; Mr. 
Davies,  tench  and  roach  ; and  Mr.  Tnller,  roach.  We 
are  still  open  to  take  a few  members.  Entrance  fee.  Is. 
Weekly  payments,  2d.— F.  Eeynolds,  sec. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross-road,  Tottenham.— Our  tnembers  were  out  on  the 
25th  ult.,  and  returned  with  a nice  show  of  chub,  roach, 
and  dace;  Mr.  Price,  a nice  dace,  li)|oz.,  and  a chub, 
31b.  3oz. ; Mr.  Eencher,  two  dace,  SJ-oz.  ; Mr.  Knight, 
roach  ; Mr.  Phesay  roach  ; Mr.  Balaam,  roach  ; and  a 
visitor  showed  two  nice  tench,  11b.  8oz.  and  Hb.  12Joz. 
Members  intending  to  take  part  in  the  annual  dinner 
are  requested  to  give  their  names  in  by  Wednesday 
next.— H.  Tuck,  hon.  sec. 

Epsom  Angling  Society.— At  our  monthly  meet- 
inn-  on  Monday  next  a discussion  will  take  place  as  to 
best  methods,  tackle,  bait,  &c.,  to  boused  in  coarse  fish- 
ing. W.  Holt  weighed  in  a jack  21b.  3i(oz.,  and  a 
chub  11b.  \oz.  from  Thames,  Twickenham,  on  Mond-ay 
last. — Ed-w.  V7m.  Hailes. 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Society,  Eose  and  Crown, 
Goswell-road.— Our  annual  supper  and  distribution  of 
prizes  took  place  on  Thursday  last,  and  was  a decided 
success.  During  the  evening  the  prizes  were  presented 
to  the  succe.ssful  winners  by  Mr.  E.  Matthews.  The 
following  were  the  principal  winners  ; Mr.  Biggs, 
gross  weight  2221b.  3.iOZ.,  and  nine  others;  Mr.  Van- 
hegan  lOSilh.,  second  gross  weight,  and  seven  others  ; 
Messrs.  G.  Watling,  S.  Hill,  P.  Willard,  and  J.  Bickley. 
Our  prize  list  for  the  coming  season  is  already  a very 
good  one.  Since  the  opening  the  following  have  weighed- 
in  : on  the  18th  ult.  Mr.  Biggs,  roach,  dace,  and  bream  (one 
roach  over  11b.)  from  Amberley.  On  the  25th  ult.  four 
of  our  members  fished  in  the  Clerkenwell  competition  at 
Amberley,  all  of  them  taking  prizes  : Mr.  G.  Watling, 
roach,  dace,  and  bream,  111b.  (2nd);  Biggs,  roach  and 
bream,  b\\h.  (1th) ; P.  Willard,  roach,  dace,  and  bream 
(heaviest  roach,  lib,  8oz.),  31b.  15oz  (8tb) ; aiid  Van- 
began,  roach,  dace,  and  bream,  31b.  3oz.  filth). — J.  A\. 
Biggs,  sec. 


Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Bussell,  Isledon- 
road  N.— We  had  a nice  show  of  roach  on  the  25th  nit. 
(13lb.),  taken  by  Mr.  Eiggs  and  Ballard.  Mr. 

Stebbings  also  had  some  nice  bream.  We  had  tour  new 
members  proposed  on  Monday  last.  The  elections  will 
take  place  on  Monday.  A.  Payne,  sec.  ^ , 

Golden  Sarhel  Angling-  Society.— On  Tuesday 
Mr.  King  bad  211b.  of  barbel,  the  largest  fish  weighing 
61b  9toz  The  fish  were  in  prime  condition.  Will 
members  'kindly  attend  on  Tuesday  next,  as  important 
business  has  to  be  brought  forward.— J . E.  L. 

Granffe  Angling-  Society,  The  Earl  Derby,  Grange- 
road,  S.E. — On  Tuesday  last  the  members  of  this  society, 
held’tbeir  eleventh  annual  outing  and  dinner  at  ^ater- 
inn-bury,  in  Kent,  accompanied  by  the  president,  Mr. 
Wm.  Hunt;  Messrs.  J.  Varney  and  W.  Farrow,  vice- 
presidents  ; and  Mr.  E.  Eyder,  treasurer.  The  weather 
was  not  all  that  could  be  desired  ; but  on  the  -whole 
everything  passed  off  very  pleasantly,  and  the  catches 
of  fish  were  fairly  good,  Mr.  T.  Sandilands  having  the 
heaviest  weight.  ’ The  dinner  was  held  at  the  King  s 
Head  Hotel,  and  was  a great  success,  everything  being 
put  on  the  table  in  first-class  style  by  the  proprietor, 
Mr.  George  Whitmore.  Mr.  Win.  Hunt  occupied  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  J.  Varney  the  vice-chair.  After  the 
dinner  the  usual  toasts  were  given  and  responded  to. 
Prizes  for  this  year  to  the  value  of  several  pounds  were 
promised  by  the  following  gentlemen,  viz.  ; Messrs. 
Hunt,  Varney,  Farrow,  Eyder.  J.  H.  Eicli,  Curley, 
Tagg,  Hollands,  Hamilton,  Sumpter,  Aldous,  Ducket., 
&c.  A hearty  vote  of  thanks  having  been  given  to  the 
chairman  and  vice-chairman  for  presiding,  a most 
pleasant  two  hours  was  brought  to  a close.— AV.  K. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Castle  Inn, 

Leyton-road,  Stratford  New  Town. — Since  my  last  report 
the  following  have  weighed-in;  W.  Savage,  roach, 

T.  Tetsal,  roach  and  dace;  and  J.  Grande,_ roach.  At 
our  meeting  on  Tuesday  it  was  decided  to  fish  the  first 
peo--down  match  at  Harlow  on  July  23,  when  five  prizes 
will  be  fished  for— silver  teapot  first,  tea  service  second, 
jack-rod  third,  net  and  stick  fourth,  and  5s.  5th.— 

G.  F.  Weaver,  sec.  . , ~ ^ m. 

Great  Yarmontli  Piscatorial  Society. — i he 
first  bottom  match  of  the  season  fished  at  Fritton  Decoy 
June  22.  Thirty  competed  for  the  four  prizes  ojfered. 
Fishing  commenced  at  10  a. in.  and  finished  at  < p.m., 
with  the  following  result ; First,  Mr.  J.  PL  Fortescue, 
191b.;  second,  Mr.  A.  C.  Bradshaw,  171b.  4oz.;  third, 
Mr.  W.  E.  Saci-et,  111b.  14oz.  ; fourth,  Mr.  G.  Harrod, 
111b.  4oz.  Twenty-six  weighed-in  328  bream,  17  roach, 

50  perch,  8 hybrids,  and  10  eels,  weighing  1891b.  4oz. 
The  following  weighed-in  for  special  prizes : Messrs. 
Fortescue,  one  roach,  11b.  5oz. ; Harwood,  one  perch, 
14ioz.;  Bradshaw,  one  bream,  21b.  lOoz.  ; Denton,  one 
bream  21b.  lOoz.  -,  Kirby,  one  bream,  21b.  8oz.  ; Gowing, 
one  bream,  21b.  Coz.  The  duties  of  umpire  were  ably 
carried  out  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Harrison,  assisted  by  Mr. 
Harrod.— Wm.  Kirby,  hon.  sec. 

Greeii-w-icli  Angling  Society,  Eoyal  Hill,  Green- 
Deiidry,  a member  of  the  above  society, 
weio-iied  in  four  chub  from  the  Medway  ou  June  20, 
gross  weight  91b.  8oz.— J.  T.  Dunklet,  hon.  sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— The  ordinary  meet- 
ing was  held  last  Tuesday,  with  Mr.  F.  E.  Ohlson  in  the 
chair.  Five  new  members  were  elected,  Mr.  Hayward 
reported  having  taken  two  barbel  from  Kingston  ; Mr. 
Zurfass  some  roach  from  Mitcham  ; Mr.  Hesse,  roach 
from  Ponder’s  End  : Mr.  Howard,  roach  and  perch 
from  Nayland;  and  Mr.  Gibson,  roach  from  Cantley. 
The  Chairman  gave  a description  of  his  visit  to  Scot- 
land, and  competing  in  the  National  Angling  Clubs 
Association,  in  which  he  was  unsuccessful  ; but  lu 
seven  days  in  Sutherlandshire  he  caught  474  trmit, 
weio-hing  162ilb.  A new  member  was  proposed.  The 
secretary  stated  that  his  son,  Mr.  J.  E.  Tayler,  ot  Hol- 
born,  had,  on  the  previous  Wednesday,  taken  five  brook 
trout,  within  twenty-five  miles  of  London,  weighing 
12Jlb.  The  largest  fish  was  51b.  loz. 

The  following  excellent  programme  has  been  arranged 
by  the  committee  for  the  second  half  of  the  year  1^93  : 
July  4,  committee  and  ordinary  meeting  ; 11,  flounder 
fishing  at  Leigh  ; 18.  discussion  on  sea-fishing,  to  be 
opened  by  Mr.  G.  H.  'P'onng  ; 22,  visit  to  British  Museum ; 
2-5,  roach  fishing  at  Kelvedon.  August  1,  committee 
and  ordinary,  aud  outing  at  Windsor;  8,  no  meeting; 
15,  bream  fishing  at  Teuipsford  ; 22,  paper  by  Mr.  J.  B. 
Close  ; 29,  roach  outing  at  Mitcham.  Sept.  .5,  committee 
and  ordinary  ; 9,  casting  tournament ; 12,  ordinary 
meeting ; 19,  20,  22,  exhibition  of  mounted  fish,  aquatic 
birds,  fishing  tackle,  paintings,  books,  &o-  ; 19,  ladms 
and  trieiids  by  ticket  frorn  members  ; 26,  paper  by 
Mr.  John  Hearn  on  “Indian  Fish  and  Pishing.^ 
Oct.  3,  committee  aud  ordinary;  10,  paper  by  Mr._  E.  P. 
Goodwin,  “ Fly-fishing  for  Coarse  P'ish  ; ’’  17,  outing  at 
Southend;  24,  ordinary  meeting:  ol,  microscopical 
evening.  Nov.  7,  committee  and  ordinary,  short  pxper 
on  '-  Sea-Fishing  and  suitable  Tackle  for  Pteal ; ’’  9,  ^a- 
fishing  at  Deal ; 14.  ordinary  meeting;  -21,  paper^by  Dr. 
Brunton,  -‘An  Outing  on  Highland  Lakes ; 2s,  pike 
fishing  in  any  waters.  Deo.  5,  committee  and  ordinary ; 
12,  smoking  concert ; 19,  ordinary  meeting  ; "26,  Boxing 
day. — J.  Tayler,  sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe,  Lpper 
Tollington-road,  Isledon-road,  Holloway,  N.  On  the 
22nd  ult.  Mr.  Cornish  had  oyer  .51b.  of  good  perch,  and 
on  the  25th  Mr.  Westrup  weighed  in  one  barbai  aud  3Hb. 
of  dace  ; Mr.  Burton  also  had  perch  on  the  23th.  Phe 
meeting  on  Wednesday  last  was  very  well  attended,  and 
some  good  business  was  done,  not  the  least  important 
being  the  raising  of  our  standard  as  follows  ; Trout, 
14in.  ; brook  trout,  9in.  ; grayling,  T2in.  ; jack,  22in.  ; 
perch,  Sin.  : roach,  Sin.  : dace,  7in.  ; chub,  llin.  ; bream, 
12in. ; barbel,  Ptin.  ; carp,  lOin.  ; tench,  lOiii.  ; gudgeon, 


Sin.  ; rudd,  7in.  The  alteration  of  rules  will  be  com- 
pleted next  Wednesday,  July  5,  when  it  is  absolutMy 
necessary  that  all  members  should  attend,  G.  H, 
Eutheeford,  sec. 

Horseferry  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Clarence, 
Horseferry-road,  Westminster — We  had  a good  show 
of  fish  on  June  ‘25.  At  the  special  meeting  on  Wednes- 
day, officers  were  elected  as  follows  : Mr.  A.  Tomlin, 
chairman;  Mr.  Eley,  vice-chairman;  Mr.  F.  Taylor, 
secretary  and  delegate:  Mr.  T.  C.  Colmer,  treasurer; 
and  Messrs.  J.  Colmer  and  F.  Powell,  auditors. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Wednesday  to 
the  balance-sheet  read,  and  to  arrange  a match.  5H. 
King,  of  Woolwich,  gave  a very  nice  workbox  to  be 
competed  for.— F.  Taylor,  hon.  sec. 

Hounsfleld  Otters,  Lower  Edmonton. — On  June  lb, 
Mr.  S.  Smith  had  about  71b.  of  roach,  and  Messrs.  G^. 
Fiddle,  W.  F.  Fiddle,  Thomas,  Stevens,  and  P.  E. 
Simmons,  all  fairish  shows  of  roach  and  dace.  On 
June  25,  the  above-named,  with  the  addition  of  Messrs. 
Ashwood,  Cole,  Moss,  and  E.  Watling,  contributed  to  a 
good  lot  of  the  same  class  of  fish.  Mr.  S.  Smith  had 
also  a tench  of  about  IJlb.  Tuesday  next  will  be 
quarterly  night,  and  the  following  week  general 
meeting.  A prize  of  10s.  6d.  for  gross  weight  during 
July  has  been  offered,  and  will  probably  be  followed  by 
a similar  amount  each  month  ; so  that  any  members  not 
eligible  to  compete  for  this,  and  the  many  other  prizes, 
which  now  reach  a total  of  just  upon  ,£30,  should  quality, 
themselves  without  delay. — F.  S.  T.  , i. 

Howiiam  and  Border  Angling  Club.  This 
held  its  annual  competition  on  Saturday  last, 
joined  is  the  prize  list  : — Club  prizes  ; 1st,  Adam  Arm- 
strong, heaviest  basket,  181b.  loz.,  Calroust  burn  ; 

Eobert  Paterson,  second  ditto,  171b.  loz.,  Bowmont ; 3rd, 
James  Fletcher,  heaviest  dozen,  Sib.  5oz.,  Kale  ; 4th  Alex- 
ander Lunham,  heaviest  half  dozen,  11b.  13oz.,  Kale ; oth 
George  Bell,  greatest  number  of  trout,  111,  Heatherhope 
burn.  Special  prizes  : 1st,  Thomas  Paterson,  13to.  5oz, 
Eowhope  burn  ; 2nd,  James  Cuthbert,  12lb.  7oz-,  Coquet ; 
3rd,  Thomas  Cairns,  111b.  2|oz.,  Bowmont  : 4th,  Charles 
Hope,  71b.  7oz.,  Kale  ; 5th,  James  Mitchell,  51b.  9Joz., 
Capehope  ; 6th,  David G.  Gair,  51b.  7Joz.  Coquet;  7th, 
William  Lunam,  4lb.,  13ioz.,  Kale;  8th,  Michael  Turn- 
bull,  41b,  10oz.,Seefew  burn  ; 9th,  George  Fletcher,  41b, 
Seefew,  10th,  John  Paterson,  largest  trout,  Heathers- 
hope  ■ 11th,  William  Fletcher,  21b.  14oz.,  Kale  : l-2th, 
John  Turnbull,  21b.  5oz.,Kale  ; 13th,  William  Chisholm 
14th  William  Telfer.  The  annual  business  meeting  ot 
the  club  was  held  after  the  weighing,  and  the  members 
and  a few  friends  had  tea  at  the  Dickson’s  Arms  Hotel. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.  — A few 
members  were  out  on  the  25ih  ult.  S.  Orrow  weighed- 
in  61b.  roach  and  11b.  .5joz.  dace,  and  P.  Schulze, 
21b.  13Joz.  dace.— E.  Ghurnet,  sec.  _ . . 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Eed 
Lion,  Portland-street,  Soho. — On  June  25  our  members 
were  out,  but  only  one  weigbed-in— Mr.  Davies,  with 
roach.  Quarterly  night  is  next  Tuesday,  and  bu.siness 
commences  at  8.4o.  All  members  must  be  clear  on  the 
books.  I hope  to  see  a good  attendance.— G.  Bigsby, 

®^Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society.— Myddel- 
ton  Arni.-i,  Canonbury-road. — On  June  25  tue  following 
weighed  in:  Mr.  H.  Gay,  roach:  and  Mr  J.  Croker, 
roach.  We  met  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  G.  Holder  in  the 
chair,  when  oae  new  member  was  balloted  in,  and^  we 
have  room  for  a few  more.  The  return  visit  on  No.  -- 
district  will  be  on  July  3. — J.  H.  Herbert,  sec.  _ 
Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— Four  special 
prizes  (not  five  as  aunouiiced  last  week)  will  be  dshed 
for  at  Amberley,  on  July  2,  between  the  Park  wall  and 
Timberley  Bridge,  competitors  may  leave  London  on  the 
Saturday  previous,  fish  taken  on  July  2 only  to  weigh. 
There  are  also  two  special  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on 
Wednesday  next,  July  5,  members  may  choose  their  own 
fishing  waters  (private  waters  barred)  for  these  prizes. 
Mr.  W.  Meohara  had  bream  on  June  25,  and  onr  li-iend 
‘-  The  Doctor”  had  a nice  display  of  roach,  dace,  and 
perch,  on  Monday  last.  H.  „ , 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Portobello  Arms,  Kensal- 
road.— On  June  25  we  fished  lor  the  Welsh  Harp  season 
ticket,  presented  by  Mr.  Warner.  Mr.  IL  MTight  win- 
ning- the  same  with  31b.  5|oz.  of  roach.  Other  members 
■veighino-.in  were  Messr.s.  Dunham.  Bigsby,  G.  and  J. 
Scott,  aiid  E.  aid  H.  Challen,  We  electeione  new  mem- 
ber 011  Tuesday  last.  A.  IDE,  sec.  tt  j i 

Junior  Fay  Fishers,  The  Citizen,  /O,  Houndscitob. 
—Mr.  E.  May  occupied  the  chair  at  our  weekly  meeting. 
Ml*.  T.  Plunt  w'as  elected  a member,  and  one  g’entlemau 
nominated.  Inquiries  anent  membership  was  dealtwith, 
■and  the  secretary  instructed  to  reply.  The  next  outing 
will  take  place  at  Barcombe  Mills  on  July  2,  water  close 
to  station.  Apply  at  the  Station  Inn  Barcombe  Mills. 
Some  of  our  friends  will  go  down  on  Saturday,  ihere 
will  be  no  meeting  on  Thursday  next,  JAly  0,  huo  some 
of  our  friends  will  return  to  the  club-house  after  the 

day’s  fishing. — Hon.  Sec.  , /-i  t x- 

junior  Piscatorial  Society,  New  Cross  Inn  New 
Cross-road  S.F.— Uur  season  commences  to-day  (Satur- 
day! July  1.  and  the  first  competition  will  take  place  on 
July’  2,  at  Woking,  for  three  prizes,  viz.  : one  guinea, 
half  guinea,  quarter  guinea.  The  committee  have  also 
arranged  four  other  competitions  to  take  place  during 
the  summer  for  similar  prizes.  All  prizes  to  be  taken 
by  best  specimen  fish,  according  to  our  table  of  com- 

^’^Lady  of  the  Angling  Association,  Queen 

of  England,  Goldhawk-roau,  W.— On  the  21st  ult.  Mr. 
A B Mason  had  some  good  dace  with  the  fly  ; and  our 
president,  on  the  23rd,  rudd  from  private  water.  Several 
members  were  out  ou  the  2oth,  Mr  A.  B.  Mason  dace 
and  chub  with  the  fly  and  Messrs.  C.  J.  Carter  and  A. 


17 


,lVLY  1,  181);]] 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  EISIIINO  GAZEUTE 


Prole  roach  and  da(!e  from  Staines  Our  first  competition 
will  take  place  on  Thursday,  July  C,  from  bank  or  punt. 
New  book  of  rules,  balance-sheet,  and  prize  list  are  in 
the  hands  of  the  printer. — S.  IIcbton,  hon.  sec. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-stroet  — On  June  2.5th  several  members  fished  in 
the  competition  at  Amberley,  but  were  not  successful  in 
taking  a prize.  Mr.  Wallis  had  a nice  show  of  fish 
bream,  roach,  dace,  and  tench — roach  scaling  lib.  lOioz. ; 
Mr.  White  and  Mr.  Holmes,  roach  and  bream.  On 
Monday  last  our  visit  on  the  C.D.V.L.  was  a great 
success,  fourteen  clubs  being  represented.  I must  return 
my  thanks  to  all  those  who  attended.  The  ehair  was 
occupied  by  Mr.  Webster,  assisted  by  Mr.  W.  Stretch.  The 
eleventh  annual  supper  of  the  above  society  will  take  place 
on  Wednesday  next,  July  5.  Tickets  2s.  fid.  each.  I shall 
be  pleased  to  see  any  anglers  or  friends  that  can  make  it 
convenient  to  attend  after  the  dinner.  Mr.  Saunders, 
Mr.  Hitchins,  and  Mr.  Irish  were  elected  working 
members,  Mr.  E.  Griffiths  will  be  balloted  for  in  the 
usual  way.— W.  Watling,  sec. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.— The  first  of 
the  home  and  home  friendly  contests  with  the  St. 
Helen’s  Angling  Association  came  off  on  Thursday,  the 
22nd  ult.,  in  our  Knowsley  Water.  It  was  in  every 
way  a model  fishing  day  ; the  fish  were  in  a fairly  good 
humour,  and  consequently  there  was  a respectable  catch 
of  tench  and  roach.  After  a very  pleasant  and  some- 
what exeiting  day  the  Liverpool  Association  managed 
to  win  by  a margin  of  121b.  The  winning  team  con- 
sisted of  Messrs.  Mason,  Wilson,  Waller,  Place,  Wood, 
Till,  Noon,  Woolfall,  Eoberts,  and  Eimraer,  with  Mr. 

H.  Leaman  (who  did  not  fish),  captain.  The  St.  Helen’s 
team  accepted  the  result  quite  manfully,  but  the  Liver- 
pool men  and  their  margin  are  to  be  in  a manner 
.swamped  in  the  return  mateh  in  the  former’s  water. 
Mr.  Place  was  top  weight  (the  proper  place  to  be),  and 
wins  the  “ Bickerdyke  All-round  Angler,”  presented  by 
Mr.  Ball,  St.  Helen’s,  for  the  heaviest  catch.  A nice 
drive  through  Croxteth  Park  (Lord  Sefton’s),  a good  tea 
at  Mr.  Mason’s,  a variety  of  liquid  refreshments,  and, 
of  course,  the  usual  toasts,  finished  up  a most  pleasant 
and  harmonious  meeting. — E.  Woolfalt,. 

Midland  Angling  Society,  Prince  of  Wales, 
King’s-road,  St.  Paneras,  N.AV.— Several  of  our  members 
were  out  this  week,  but  only  one  had  fish.  Mr.  J. 
Grist  having  another  nice  lot  of  rudd. — T.  King. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Eailw'ay  Tavern, 
King  Henry’s  Walk.— Our  usual  weekly  meeting  took 
place  on  Tuesday,  with  a good  attendance  of  members. 
Mr.  Harry  Staines  was  out  on  the  25th  ult.,  and  brought 
home  51b.  of  niee  roach  and  dace.  During  the  week  he 
landed  three  trout  from  the  sea,  scaling  SJlb.  Mr.  C. 
Oliver  and  E.  Jermy  were  also  out  on  Saturday,  and  had 
a good  take  of  roach  and  dace.  Our  annual  dinner 
takes  place  on  Tuesday,  July  11.  We  had  another  new 
member  join  this  evening,  and  have  still  a vacancy  for  a 
few  more.  Information  can  be  obtained  at  the  club- 
house.— Jno.  Combee,  sec. 

Mitre  Brothers’  Angling  Society,  Mitre 
Tavern,  Kingsgate-street,  Holborn. — We  had  a good 
attendance  on  Monday  last,  and  good  business  was 
got  through.  Several  prizes  were  given  to  be  fished 
for.  Mr.  Timmins  weighed-in  a nice  show  of  roach  on 
the  25th  ult.  I hope  to  see  the  trays  full  on  the  9th 
inst.— A.  Toplis,  sec. 

North  Lambeth  Angling  Society.— Very  few  of 
our  members  were  out  on  the  25th  ult.  Mr.  E.  Eowles 
weighed  in  dace  from  the  Thames.  Members  are  re 
minded  that  this  week  ends  the  June  quarter.  The 
outstanding  prizes  have  not  been  settled. — T.  Daws 
sec. 

Oak  Angling  Society,  Eoyal  Oak,  Eoman-road, 
North  Bow. — We  had  a very  fair  show  of  fish  on 
June  18,  as  follows : Messrs.  Hearne,  Bond,  and  J . 
Payne,  the  latter  taking  the  first  prize  of  the  season. 
AVe  had  a good  show  of  fish  on  June  25.  Mr.  A.  Hearn, 
roach  and  perch  ; J.  H.  Holden,  roach  ; and  J.  Salnow, 
roach.  Mr.  G.  Bond  also  had  a very  nice  show  of  roach 
■on  the  Saturday.  We  fish  for  three  prizes  on  July  9,  at 
Eoydon,  between  No.  8 and  9 Bridges.  Barge  cut  only 
both  banks,  all  members  to  start  from  Coborn-road,  by 
the  7.30  a.m.  train.  Our  prize  list  was  further  increased 
on  Tuesday,  by  Mr.  T.  Watts,  a silver  cup  ; A.  Hearn, 
a tea  service  ; and  Mr.  Bond,  a handsome  prize. — H. 
Holden,  sec. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Eosemary-road,  Peckham. — Several  members 
were  out  on  June  25,  only  Mr.  Gardham  weighing-in 
71b.  7oz.  roach  and  dace,  the  largest  three  roach 
weighing  lib.  lOoz.,  lib.  7joz.,  11b.  5oz.  Others  had 
fish,  but  did  not  weigh-in.  Mr.  Etherington  has  given 
a prize  of  10s.  for  the  gross  weight  during  July,  and  5s. 
for  the  largest  specimen  of  any  fish  taken  the  same  month. 
Will  members  kindly  turn  up  and  have  the  revised 
rules,  as  there  are  some  important  alterations.  Privilege 
tickets  are  now  ready  for  members  wishing  to  take 
them  up.  There  is  still  the  sixth  prize  left  over  from 
the  last  series,  which  may  be  fished  for  open.  Gentlemen 
wishing  to  join  a flourishing  angling  society  may  have 
full  particulars  any  Wednesday  or  Sunday  evening. — 
W.  E.  Gardham,  sec. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — On  June  25  we  had  a flhie  show  of  fish. 
The  most  notable  was  Mr.  Carr’s  tray,  201b.  fijoz.,  bream 
and  roach  (two  of  the  roach  11b.  lljlb.  each,  and  two 
others  11b.  ijoz.  and  11b.  4j0z.)  They  will  be  set  up  in 
one  case.  He  also  had  one  fish  scaling  lib.  loz.,  which, 
with  the  other  four,  give  him  a good  start  for  Mr. 
Carter’s  prize  for  the  largest  number  of  roach  over  11b., 
season.  The  same  bag  of  fish  also  won  the  first  prize  in 
the  Clerkenwell  District  United  Competition.  He  has 
also  won  Mr.  Morgan’s  prize  for  the  first  specimen  fish 


of  the  season.  Mr.  Bouffler  won  the  seventh  prize  in 
the  C.D.U.  Competition,  amongst  whose  takes  was  a 
fine  roach  lib.  9joz.  ; it  will  be  set  up.  Mr.  E.  Dove  a 
good  show  of  dace,  also  perch,  roach,  and  bream. 
Messrs.  Eeed,  Jessop,  and  Carr,  jnn.,  all  had  roach. 
Mr.  Bozall,  jack,  Ulb,  I'^oz.  ; C.  Chapman,  jack, 
Gib.  13oz.,  and  Mr.  Volck,  one  jack.  On  Tuesday  we 
elected  Ernest  Baker,  Thomas  Cottman,  and  Abraham 
Holak  as  working  member.s.  George  Lambert  was  pro- 
posed, ballot  next  week.  Mr.  Aggis  gave  twohalf  guineas, 
one  for  the  largest  dace  over  9oz.,  one  for  the  gross 
weight  all  fish,  season  ; Mr.  Baker  gave  10s.  Gd.  gross 
weight  jack,  season;  Mr.  Elbourn  10s.  Gd.  gross  weight 
all  fish  bar  jack,  season  ; Mr.  Boxall,  10s.  Gd.  second 
gross  weight  jack,  season  ; and  Mrs.  Boxall,  lOs.  Gd. 
third  gross  weight  jack,  season.  We  are  now  enrolled 
on  the  Central  Association.  Members  can  have  their 
privilege  tickets  from  which  association  they  mav 
choose.  On  July  2 two  prizes  will  be  angled  for,  all 
members  to  go  where  they  like. — H.  W.  Morgan,  bon. 
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Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Eising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road. — We  are  invited  to  a 
spread,  which  will  take  place  on  Tuesday  next.  Members 
intending  to  go  will  favour  me  by  giving  their  names  in 
by  July  2.  On  June  25  the  following  members  weighed- 
in;  Mitchell,  barbel,  dace,  and  roach;  Line,  chub 
(largest  fish  31b.) ; Martin,  roach  and  dace  ; Messrs. 
Utting,  Clarke,  and  Hawes,  roach.  On  June  28  Mr.  T. 
Line  had  a good  show  of  bream  and  barbel  from  the 
Thames— two  of  the  former  weighing  81b.,  whieh  have 
been  sent  to  Mr.  Cooper  to  be  preserved.— E.  Ptne,  sec. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — There  were  some 
fine  shows  of  fish  on  the  trays  on  the  25th  ult.,  Mr. 
Clist  being  to  the  front  with  a show  of  rudd,  largest 
being  21b.  5joz.,  which  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Cooper  for 
casing  ; Mr.  Davy  having  141b.  of  bream,  and  shows  of 
roach,  ’tench,  and  bream  by  several  other  members. 
Monday  next  being  our  quarterly  night,  and  with  plenty 
of  business  to  transact,  I hope  members  will  show  up.— 

W.  B.  , „ . , „ 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Prince  and  Princess  ot 
Wales,  Kinglake-street,  Old  Kent-road.— The  above 
memb6rs  fished  their  first  monthly  outing  at  Amberley, 
June  25,  which  was  a success,  when  all  the  prizes  were 
taken  with  some  fine  shows  of  roach  and  bream  as 
follows : Messrs.  G.  Sharman,  roach  and  dace,  1st ; 
F.  T.  Lamberton,  bream,  2nd;  F.  Lamberton,  bream, 
3rd;  J.  Wigley,  roach  and  dace,  4th  ; J.  Davis,  roach 
and’  dace;  W.  Lamberton,  roach.  I am  pleased  to 
inform  members  that  we  were  presented  with  another 
very  nice  prize  from  our  host,  Mr.W.  J.  Crisp,  from  an 
esteemed  friend.  We  have  room  for  a few  more  new 
members.  Those  wishing  to  join  the  above  can  have 
full  particulars  by  applying  over  the  bar.— F.  T.  Lam- 
berton. sec.  „ . . ...  , , 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen  s Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho,  W.— Several  of  our  members  were 
out  on  June  25,  and  thefollowing  weighed-in  ; Mr.  Webber, 
roach  ; Mr.  Marchant,  tench  ; and  Mr.  Harris,  roach 
and  dace.  The  next  return  visit  on  the  Western  List 
will  be  held  at  above  address  on  Wednesday  next.  ^I 
hope  all  members  will  make  an  effort  to  be  present.  We 
made  several  more  members  last  AVednesday. — AV.  E. 
Shaw,  hon.  sec. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow,  E.— Several  of  our  members  were 
out  on  the  25th  ult.  The  following  weighed-in  : Messrs. 
J.  Yeo,  W.  Smith,  M.  Day  Jones,  and  G.  Yeo  with  a fair 
show  of  roach. — A.  Barclay,  sec.  ^ 

St.  George’s  Angling  Society,  St.  George  s- 
road,  Peckham.- Our  members  were  out  in  good  force 
on  the  the  25i,h  ult.,  and  some  nice  fish  were  taken.  Mr. 
Morrell,  bream  ; Mr.  Beard,  roach  ; Mr.  Lang,  bream  ; 
and  Mr  Eegardroe,  bream.  Gentlemen  wishing  to  join 
an  angling  society  could  not  do  better  than  to  join  us. 
Entrance  fee, . Is. ; subscription,  2d.  per  week.— 
Pro.  Tem.  ‘ „ . ^ ^ 

St.  Thomas’s  Angling  Society,  AVaterman  s 
Arms,  Paris-street,  Lambeth,  S.E. — On  June  25  Mr.  AY. 
Stone  had  a nice  catch  of  bream  and  roach.  AA’ednesday 
next  will  be  quarterly  night,  when  I hope  all  members 
will  be  present,  as  there  is  a lot  of  business  to  transact ; 
also  to  arrange  prizes  for  an  earlv  date.  Secretary. 

Second  Sux’rey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth.  — Several  members  paid  a 
visit  to  Amberley  on  June  25,  and  brought  up  seme  very 
good  fish.  Mr.  j.  T.  AAYight  had  a nice  roach,  turning 
the  scale  at  lib.  Goz.  Mr.  George  Galleymore  had  a 
very  good  perch  from  the  Central  Association  water. 
The  gentlemen  proposed  last  meeting  night  were  duly 
elected  members.  Mr.  Thomas  Stevens  (late  of  the 
Independent  Brothers),  was  proposed  a working 
member.  A special  meeting  is  called  for  next  AVednesday 
night,  when  I trust  all  members  will  be  present.  I am 
sorry  to  state  that  Mr.  Forrester  (a  member  of  this 
club)  met  with  a serious  accident  whilst  employed  at 
the  Tower  Bridge.  I was  told,  had  he  not  have  been 
stopped  after  a 30ft.  fall,  he  would  have  gone  another 
lOOfc.— J.  AVright,  sec. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Neville  Arms,  Neville- 
road.  Stoke  Newington,  N. — We  decided  on  Wednesday 
evening  to  have  a roving  competition  on  July  2,  for 
two  prizes,  and  I trust  all  members  will  avail  them- 
selves, and  weigh  in  some  good  specimens.  Those 
! members  not  having  received  their  privilege  cards  can 
have  them  by  applying  to  the  secretary ; and  shall  be 
pleased  to  accept  one  or  two  new  members  should  any 
gentlemen  wish  to  join  a good  club. — .1.  Laming. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arras,  72,  Grafton  Street,  N.— The  following  members 
weighed-in  fish  on  June  18  ; Messrs.  Petrie,  91b.  Goz., 


roach  and  dace  ; Lambert,  roach  and  dace  ; Holmes, 
rudd,  31b.  Goz.;  J.  Wright,  rudd;  Barnes,  nearly -db., 
roach;  Berry,  roach;  and  Smith,  jun.,  roach  ; and  on 
the  2.5th,  Messrs.  Petrie,  roach  and  dace,  101b.  7oz.  ; 
Weber,  roach,  one  fish  lib.  2Joz.  and  one  11b.  loz.  ; 
Bowry,  bream  (one  fish  21b.  7foz.) ; E.  Wright,  roach 
and  perch;  and  Baines,  roach  and  dace.  -^he  nrst 
outing  for  prizes  takes  place  on  July  9,  at  Amberley* 
Members  will  please  note  that  the  general  meeting  will 
take  place  on  Wednesday  July  12,  instead  of  July  .i. 

C.  B.  Lumby,  sec. 


. r>.  IJU  X , OCl..  -1,.  T TT  X 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane.— On  June  25  most  of  our  fishing  members 
were  out,  Mr.  Gill  being  first  with  121b.  of  carp,  bream, 
and  roach  (best  roach,  11b.  2i-lb.) ; Mr.  Jacobs,  one  jack, 
just  on  41b.,  with  worm  on  fine  gut  book;  Mr.  Clark, 
barbel  and  roach,  from  the  tidal.  On  Tuesday  we 
arranged  the  list  of  prizes  for  the  coming  season,  iwo 
more  members  were  elected. — Pelican. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Hope, 
Pollard-row.- The  members  of  the  above  were  out  on 
the  2.5th  ult.,  and  the  following  members  weighed-in  : 
Mr.  W.  Hooper,  bream,  41b.  9oz. ; and  perch  and  dace 
from  Amberley  ; Mr.  Norris  had  fine  carp.— T.  Sayce, 

^^Society  of  Caxtonian  Anglers,  Gough-square, 
Fleet-street.— At  the  meeting  of  the  above  society,  held 
on  Wednesday  evening  last,  some  important  bnsinep 
was  transacted.  The  secretary  has  great  pleasure  in 
announcing  that  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  was  unanimously 
elected  an  honorary  member.  _ . x 

South  London  United  Visiting  List.— A most 
successful  visit  on  this  list  was  paid  to  the  Anglers 
Pride  on  the  26tb  ult.,  when  on  the  roll  being  called  by 
Mr.  Field,  president  of  the  list,  the  following  nineteen 
clubs  responded  ; Bermondsey  Brothers,  Second  Surrey, 
Eodney,  South  London,  Anchor  and  Hope,  Peckham 
Brothers,  Battersea  Friendly,  St.  Alban’s  and  Excelsior, 
AVaggoners,  Clapham  Junction,  North  Lambeth,  St. 
Thomas's,  Amicable  Excelsior,  Original  North  Lambeth, 
St.  George’s,  Pixey  Brothers,  City  of  London  and  Eising 
Sun,  and  Anglers’  Pride.  Notice  of  next  visit  next 
week  The  first  friendly  competition  of  the  season  wiU 
be  fi.shed  at  Amberley  on  July  23;  conditions,  roving 
between  Houghton  and  Timberley  Bridges.— A.  Conn, 

^^°Stewiey  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Eoddeswell- 
road  Stepney. — On  the  25th  ult.  we  had  another  fine 
show  of  fish— Messrs.  Willshire,  rudd;  Hornbtower, 
roach;  AVest,  roach;  Woodford,  roach;  and  Beale, 
roach.  One  of  our  members  found  a winder  belonging 
to  one  of  the  Canning  Town  members  (P.  Hister),  who 
can  have  the  same  by  applying  to  the  clubhouse.— D. 

Marrows,  sec.  . . -r.,  , j -o-  „ 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — Several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  June  25,  but  only  four  weighed-in— ^z., 
Messrs.  H.  Gerrard,  Gibbs,  Hare,  and  Warden  Ihe 
first  outing  for  club  prizes  is  arranged  to  take  place  on 
July  16,  when  members  intend  going  down  by  road. 
Those  intending  to  compete  will  oblige  by  giving  in 
names  as  early  as  possible. — H.  Eeaves,  sec. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Deptford.— 
Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  the  25th  ult.,  with 
the  following  result ; Messrs.  H.  Freame,  roach  ; H. 
Fennell  roach;  H.  Eichards,  roach;  J.  Oakley,  roach, 
and  D.  Hayden,  roach.  The  members  of  the  above 
society  will  have  their  annual  cold  spread  and  fash  tor 
their  given  prizes  on  July  2 in  the  Medway.  All  prizes 
not  taken  on  the  2nd  to  be  fished  for  on  J uly  IG.— H. 

’Tyler,  hon.  sec.  . , „ xtx 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxhall  Cross.— On  the  25th  ult.  the  following  had 
fish  • Messrs.  Clegg,  roach ; Betts,  roach  and  dace ; 
Dawson,  roach  and  dace.  Several  others  had  fish  but 

did  not  weigh  in.  I hope  members  will  not  forget  Mr 

Phillips’s  prize  for  next  month.  Our  prize  list  is  com- 
pleted and  in  the  club-room.  Any  gentleman  wishing 
to  join  can  do  so  by  applying  on  any  Tu^day  evening, 
when  he  will  receive  a hearty  welcome.— H.  C. 

WaUiam  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Ordell  Arms,  Limerston-street,  Chelsea.— On  Wednes- 
day last  (Mr.  G.  Maslin  presiding)  the  minutes  ot  the 
previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed,  and  general 
business  transacted.  Mr.  F.  Carter  was  duly  elected  a 
member.  Mr.  J.  Sellers  and  Host  Norton  were  elected 
honorary  members.  Wednesday  next  is  quarterly 
night,  when  I hope  to  see  a good  muster.— E.  Sdtehall, 

^'^Walworth  Waltonians  Angling^  Society,  St. 
Paul’s  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth  S.E. 
On  June  28th  there  was  a good  muster,  Mr.  Piolame  in 
the  chair.  The  final  arrangement  for  the  .supper  on 
Tue.sday  next,  to  be  on  the  table  at  8 o clock  sharp.  Mr. 
Charles  Pearson  and  Mr.  Eobert  Colton  were  proposed 
as  members,  and  will  be  balloted  for  next  AVednesday. 
Mr.  Feecham  was  elected  alife  member  ot  the  W.W.A.S. 
Mr.  Toombs  weighed-in  a good  show  ot  bream.  C. 

HIBBLB,  sec.  « . . r>  - rx 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon^treet,  Watworth.-The  lollowing^  members 
weiff  hed-in  on  the  24th  ult.  ; Mr.  Haine,  h3oz., 

roach  and  chub;  Mr.  Turnbull,  4lb.,  roach  and  dace  ; 
Mr.  Westoby,  a chub,  11b.  13oz.  The  first  match  of  the 
season,  for  three  prizes,°will  be  fished  at  Amberley  on 
July  2 from  Houghton  Bridge  to  100  yards  other  side  of 
Timberley  Bridge  ; show  fish  at  Houghton  Bridge  at 

from  6.30  to  5.4.5.— Chas.  Wyeb,  sec  ^ 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers  Arms, 
Arlincton-street,  New  North-road. — On  the  25th  ult.  we 
had  roach,  bream,  and  tench  by  our  new  member,  Mr. 
Backhouse.  Our  annual  supper  took  place  on  the 
‘’Ist  ult.,  after  which,  assisted  by  our  numerous  friends, 
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we  passed  a very  merry  evening.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  on  next  meeting  night,  when  the 
yearly  balance-sheet  will  be  read. — W.  M.  ^ , 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses.  The  Grove.  Stratford.— Oar  members  were 
out  on  the  25th  nit.,  and  the  following  weighed-in  hsh  : 
Mr  P Homer.  ‘Jib.  9oz.  of  bream  and  tench  ; Mr.  K. 
Lowther,  Gib.  8oz.  of  roach  ; Mr.  O.  Lloyd.  21K  lloz.  of 
roach  and  jack  ; Mr.  H.  Pasmore  and  Mr.  T.  Smart, 
roach  ; Mr.  T.  Kenny,  perch.— R.  Lowther,  sec. 

Western  Piscatorials.— The  future  meetings  of 
the  “Western  Piscatorials  ” will  be  held  at  the 
quis  of  Granby,’’  Castle-street,  East  Oxtord-street.  W 
where  we  have  secured  a new  and  handsomely  furnished 
club-room.  Members  please  note  change  of  address, 
and  put  in  a full  attendance  next  Wednesday  evening, 
when  the  quarterly  balance-sheet  will  be  read  and  other 
important  business  transacted. — D.  W.  Evans,  sec. 

West  London  AngUng  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith, — Members  are  requested  to  note  that 
our  new  books  of  rules  are  now  ready,  and  may  be 
obtained  at  the  clubhouse  on  any  meeting  night,  as 
there  are  some  very  important  alterations.  Members 
should  obtain  same  as  soon  as  possible.  The  prize 
cards  are  also  ready  for  distribution.  The  prize  list  tor 
this  season  is  a very  substantial  one,  amounting  in  value 
to  d£'30.  Mr.  Chob  Webb  has  offered  two  prizes  for  a 
match  on  the  2nd  inst.,  between  Richmond  and  Twicken- 
ham, bank  or  punt,  not  less  than  seven  members  to 
compete.  Four  new  members  have  been  recently 
elected.— J.  J.  Hunter,  hon.  sec._ 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle. 
Francis- street,  Westminster. — On  June  25  Mr.  R.  Atchi- 
son weighed-in  some  fairly  good  chub  and  bream  ; Mr. 
W.  C.  Parsons  had  some  nice  roach,  but  did  not  weigh-in. 
At  the  meeting  of  Tuesday  last  Messrs.  Penton  and  Chart 
were  elected  members.  Mr.  Roser  will  give  a 
aquarium  for  the  largest  perch  weighed-in  during  the 
season.  Mr.  Penton  will  give  two  prizes— .£1  for  the 
second  largest  jack,  10s.  for  the  third  largest  jack 
weighed-in  during  season,  public  waters  only.  We  have 
decided  to  fish  our  first  match  this  season  at  Edeubridge 
on  July  2,  all  competitors  to  start  by  the  8.40  train  from 
Victoria  Station.  Members  wishing  to  join  a respect- 
able angling  society  cannot  do  better  than  apply  to  the 
secretary. — Geo.  Barrett. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

ffg*  River  Reporters  ivho  want  forms  and  em'elopes 
should  send  a post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstun's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION  SOCIETY. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  members  took  place  in 
the  Piscatorial  Salon  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  on 
Tuesday  evening  last.  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  J.P.. 
President  of  the  Society,  occupied  the  chair  and 
amongst  those  present  were  Dr.  Coates  and  Mr.  Sachs 
(Piscatorial  Society),  Mr.  W.  R.  Lawes  (Anglers’  Asso- 
ciation), Mr.  Thomas  Crumplen  (Central  Association), 
Mr.  G.  Newsom  (Friendly  Angrlers),  Mr.  Arthur 
(True  Waltonians).  Mr.  George  Evans  (Westbourne  Park 
Piscatorials),  Mr.  M.  F.  Grimmett  (New  Albion  Pisca- 
torials) Mr.  W.  H.  Jackson  (Brentford  Piscatorials), 
and  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougbam  (secretary).  The  minutes  of 
the  previous  annual  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
A very  interesting  report  from  the  committee,  and  a 
most  satisfactory  financial  statement  were  adopted,  and, 
in  the  reconstruction  of  the  committee,  all  the  retiring 
members,  with  one  exception,  were  re-elected.  The 
vaoancy  thus  occasioned  by  a withdrawal  of  membership 
was  filled  up  by  the  election  of  Dr.  Startin.  The  auditors 
Mr.  W.  T.  Cosier  and  Mr.  F.  J.  T.  Moore  (chartered 
accountant)  were  re-elected,  with  a vote  of  thanks  for 
their  past  gratuitous  services.  A cordial  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman  concluded  the  business  of  the  annual 
meeting.  At  the  committee  meeting,  held  previously,  it 
was  decided  to  have  the  usual  summer  river  trip  on 
Tuesday,  July  25. 


The  Truro  Fisheries  Exhibition  is  making  rapid 
strides  towards  completion,  and  will  be  open  from  Tues- 
day, July  2.5,  to  August  IG.  Some  account  of  the 
objects  of  this  exhibition,  which  bids  fair  to  become  one 
of  the  most  interesting  events  of  1893  (under  the  able 
guidance  of  Mr.  E.  W.  Rashlighi,  will  appear  in  our  next 
issue. 

Stour  Fishery  Defence. — A public  meeting  will 
be  held  to-day  (July  1)  at  the  Swan,  Stratford  St.  Mary, 
to  urge  the  right  of  landowners  and  the  public  to  the 
fishing  between  Stratford  Bridge  and  Boxford,  now 
claimed  exclusively  by  Lord  Ashburton  and  Mr.  Nocton. 
The  meeting  will  be  addressed  by  T.  Crumplen,  Esq.,  of 
London,  and  other  gentlemen.  Chair  to  be  taken  at 
8 p.m. 

On  the  25th  ult.  Mr.  E.  S.  Miller,  while  fishing  the 
Ivel  with  Mr.  L.  W.  Balck,  of  the  Bostonians,  took  a 
trout  of  81b.  loz.  Mr.  Balck's  catch  consisted  of 
171b.  14oz.  (largest  41b.  14oz.,  next  41b.  Joz.).  Mr. 
Miller’s  81b.  loz.  fish,  with  another  taken  a fortnight 
ago,  and  scaling  51b.  12oz.,  is  being  set  up  by  Messrs. 
Williams,  of  Great  Queen-street. 

Mr.  Norman  (of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society), 
recently  fishing  at  Leigh,  captured  ninety-three  good 
plaice  and  flounders. 

HoUoway's  Ointment  and  TO?s.— Glandular  swellings  in  the  throat, 
neuralgia,  tic  doloreux,  rheumatism,  gout,  lumbago,  and  other 
diseases  aflecting  the  glands,  muscles,  and  nerves  of  sensation, 
are  permanently  enariicated  by  this  healing  anti-febrile  and  sooth- 
ing preparation.  It  is  also  a perfect  remedy  for  all  skin  diseases, 
anil  every  kind  of  superlicial  inflammation,  which  soon  lose  their 
angry  and  painful  character  under  this  invaluable  Ointment. 
The  Pills  have  never  been  administered  either  by  hospital  or 
private  practitioner  in  dyspepsia  or  liver  complaints  without 
producing  the  desired  result. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below. 

z30  min.  for  Chelsea.  o55  min.  for  Kew. 

\40  ,,  „ Putney.  \ 75  ,,  ,,  Richmond. 

Add 45  ,,  ,,  Hammer-  Add-- 80  ,,  ,,  Twicken- 

/ smith.  / ham. 

Go  ,,  ,,  Barnes.  ^85  ,,  ,,  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o'clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 

minutes  later.  xr,  i.- 1 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  July  1 3-10  3.28 

Sunday,  ,,  2 3.46  4.  5 

Monday,  ,,  3 4.23  4.43 

Tuesday,  „ 4 5.  1 o-O 

Wednesday,  ,,  5 o 41  0.  d 

Thursday,  ,,  6 b-26  G.50 

Friday,  „ 7 7.16  i.4.j 

High  Wvter  at  Amberlet  and  Pulborough. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  July  1 3.5()  4.  8 

Sunday,  ,,  2 4.26  4 4.0 

Monday,  ,,  3 5.  3 ^ 5..-.X 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley. 

Pulborough  will  be  two  hours  forty  minutes  later. 

English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

Lower  Thames. — General  Remarks. — I must  first 
of  all  convey  to  the  anglers  an  expression  of  satisfaction 
in  finding  the  fish  are  now  perfectly  free  and  in  excellent 
condition.  Mr.  Durward  Lely  in  kindly  sending  me  a 
line  on  the  capture  of  another  trout  on  Saturday  last, 
one  of  61b.,  at  the  Sunbury  Weir,  making  his  eleventh 
trout  this  season,  makes  this  important  addition.  “ It 
was  quite  free  from  disease,  without  any  parasites.' 
When  I was  at  Hampton  Court  last  Saturday  both 
William  Milbourne  and  John  Smith  assured  me  all  the 
fish  they  had  taken,  including  those  on  the  opening  day, 
were  jierfectly  clean,  and  they  were  only  wanting 
customers  to  come  and  catch  the  fish,  as  there  were 
plenty  of  all  kinds  in  the  river.  William  Milbourne, 
with  marked  emphasis,  declared  “ there  were  any 
quantity  of  jack,  and  the  perch  were  coming  back 
again.”  The  take  of  fifty-two  jack  at  Shepperton, 
which  I sent  as  a late  report  at  the  end  of  last 
week,  as  the  result  of  two  days’  fishing  with  George 
Rosewell,  is  a further  proof  the  jack  are  not  at  all  scarce 
ill  the  river.  As  I take  a great  interest  in  the  fishing  in 
the  Lincolnshire  waters,  I eannot  help  referring  with 
some  regret  to  the  sad  loss  of  beautiful  trout  in  the 
river  Slea.  It  appears  at  Sleaford,  during  the  hot 
weather,  some  carbolic  disinfectant  was  put  in  the 
drains  and  the  violent  storm  of  last  week  washed  it  into 
the  river,  with  the  result,  it  is  reported,  that  it  has 
destroyed  all  the  trout.  In  my  customary  visits  to 
Sleaford  I have  always  stopped  on  the  bridge  to  admire 
the  splendid  trout  in  the  river,  which  runs  through  the 
heart  cf  the  town,  and  it  now  grieves  me  to  learn  of 
their  ignominious  deaths.  On  my  visit  to  the  “ Clapbam 
Anglers  ” last  Thursday  evening  week,  I was  not  only 
glad  to  find  a good  contribution  in  their  collecting  box, 
but  to  learn  from  the  members  they  were  one  and  all 
desirous  to  Dave  an  increased  standard  in  the  sizes  of 
fish.  I could  only  tell  them,  as  1 would  do  other  clubs, 
there  is  no  reason  why  they  should  not  possess  a 
standard  of  their  own,  higher  than  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy standard,  as  is  the  case  with  other  angling 
clubs.  It  was  pleasant  for  me  to  hear  of  their  sports- 
manlike views. — B. 

Upper  Thames.— The  rain  which  has  intermittently 
fallen  during  the  past  week,  has  certainly  livened  up  the 
hitherto  stale  river,  but  the  quantity  has  hardly  been 
sufficient  to  put  much  go  into  it,  or  improve  the  pro- 
spects of  the  all-round  fishing.  The  river  craft,  fearfully 
and  wonderfully  made,  which  by  hundreds  daily  are  now 
wending  their  way  Henleywards,  very  much  interfere 
with  the  chances  of  angling  successes;  and  until  this 
human  race  is  over,  the  disciples  of  Izaac  had  better  go 
for  the  “sculls,”  instead  of  the  eels.  In  the  Bray, 
Cookham,  Marlow,  and  Harleyford  waters  lately,  an  im- 
mense quantity  of  chub  have  been  taken  with  the  fly, 
but  this  pretty  fishing  has  its  dangers  with  so  many 
present  passing  boats,  and,  although  it  is  pleasant  to  be- 
come attached  to  a lady,  it  would  be  awkward  to  put  a 
hee  in  her  bonnet. — Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Chertsey).— J.  Boulter,  with  Mr.  Hiscock, 
of  London,  six  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  one  brace 
of  jack  ; and  another  day,  with  Capt.  Edwards,  four 
dozen  of  roach  and  one  brace  of  jack,  all  of  which  he 
returned.  J.  Hackett  has  been  getting  some  good  chub 
and  roach.  . , 

Thames  (Datchet).— The  river  is  still  very  low 
but  sport  is  not  bad.  I have  been  out  to-day  with 
partners,  had  three  barbel,  the  largest  41b.,  eight  chub 


average  Ijlb.  each,  and  four  dozen  roach  and  dace 
There  are  very  few  fishing  about  here  waiting  tor  ram 
I suppose. — G.  Lumsdbn.  -.h,  t 

Thames  (Hampton).— E.  Reddick,  one  day  141b.  ot 
bream,  another  day  121b.,  and  another  day  seven  bream 
and  one  jack  of  31b. 

Thames  (Hampton  Court).— ’William  Milbourno 
says,  “ The  fishing  is  now  getting  much  better  this  lasu 
few  days.  The  punts  have  been  getting  from  five  to  six 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  with  two  or  three  barbel 
daily.  The  fish  are  now  quite  clear,  and  in  goiid  con 
dition.  There  has  been  a great  quantity  of  small  jacK 
taken  by  private  boats.”  John  Smith,  in  two  days, 
forty-five  barbel,  the  largest  71b. ; and  William  Mil- 
bourne,  in  one  day,  fourteen  jack,  of  which  only  tour 
were  retained,  of  41b.  each.  , . i 

Thames  (Kingston).— J.  Knight,  during  the  ^eek, 
thirty  jack,  sixteen  bream,  eight  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace,  and  three  chub.  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson,  with  J . 
Wilkes,  four  dozen  of  roach  and  forty-five  bream.  Jobn 
Johnson,  seventeen  barbel,  eight  jack,  six  bream,  and 
three  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  N.  Bolton,  tourteen 
barbel,  ten  jack,  and  fourteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 

J.  Wright,  fifteen  bream.  It  is  reported  on  authority 
some  anglers  have  been  catching  large  quantities  ot 
bream  from  the  bank,  and  selling  them  at  twopence  a 
pound.  Mr.  Sands  in  a private  boat  had  a take  ot  live 
barbel  by  Kingston  Bridge.  A gentleman  in  a private- 

boat  has  caught  a golden  carp  of  about  31b. 

Thames  (Kingston).— We  have  had  a little  rain  at 
last,  but  still  the  water  keeps  very  clear,  and  it  pays  to- 
use  the  finest  tackle.  Mr.  Sands  caught  four  nice  jacK. 
Mr.  H.  Marsh,  with  Josh  Wilks,  one  barbel  and  tour 
bream.  Mr.  Bolton,  during  week,  fourteen  barbel,  ten 
jack,  fourteen  dozen  roach  and  dace.  John  Joimston, 
in  four  days,  seventeen  barbel,  eight  jack,  six  bream, 
three  dozen  roach  and  dace.  J.  Night,  thirty  jack,  six- 
teen bream,  three  chub,  eight  dozen  roach  and  toce. 
Mr.  Bengo,  some  very  large  eels,  the  best  weighing 
241b.— J.  R.  Richardson.  , » x,.  xi, 

Thames  (Lechlade  to  Cricklade).- Since  the 
opening  of  the  Thames  fishing  season  a lot  ot  anglers 
have  been  out  in  these  neighbourhoods,  and  some  lair 
sport  has  been  had.  There  are  plenty  of  fish  about  ot 
all  sorts— pike,  perch,  roach,  and  chub,  and  some 
whopping  barbel  in  some  of  the  deeps.  Gne  o your 
correspondents  last  week  asked  where  he  could  get  some 
good  gudgeon  fishing.  A friend  of  mine  on  Thursday 
evening  caught  some  two  dozen  of  these  dainty  hsh  in  a^ 
very  short  time.  There  is  still  a fairly  good  head  or 
water  on,  and  some  good  sport  is  to  be  had 
from  a boat  for  chub  and  dace.  Although  the  chub  do 
not  rise  freely  to  a small  fly,  some  good  execiRion  couia 
be  done  with  a large  Black  or  Red  Soldier,  Palmer,  or 
Gold  and  Silver  Sedge  (S.  Burge,  Fairford  has  some  lovely 
patterns  in  these  latter).  The  drought  does  not  appear 
to  have  affected  the  Upper  Thames  so  much  as  scime 
other  parts  of  the  country,  for  its  banks  are  still  toler- 
ably  fresh  and  green. — Rambler.  , 

Thames  (Penton  Hook).— F.  Collier,  one  day  with 
Mr.  Levy,  four  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and  one  barbel 
another  day,  with  Mr.  Jackson  and  friend,  three  dozen  or 
roach  and  dace  and  five  barbel;  another  day,  witrr 
Wallace  and  friend,  five  chub  and  two  dozen  ot  roach 
and  dace  ; and  another  day,  jack  fishing  with  Mr.  Ward 
and  Mr.  Hellins,  they  had  seven  runs  and  only  lanaecs 

one  fish  of  41b.  . ^ , xv,- 

Thames  (Richmond).— J.  Brain,  in  four  days, thirty 
barbel  (which  were  all  put  back  again  but  tour,  tne 
largest  91b.),  and  four  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  xUr. 
Alexis,  in  one  day  with  H.  Massell,  thirteen  baroel,  the 
two  largest  together  weighing  121b.  _ . 

Thames  (Staines).— John  Keene, jun.,  one  day  witn 
Mr.  Shepherd.  201b.  of  chub  and  jack  ;>nother  day , witn 
Mr.  Menear,  251b.  of  chub  ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Moss» 
301b.  of  chub  and  barbel  ; and  another  day,  with  Mr. 
Dyne,  in  two  hours  101b.  of  dace  and  chub. 

Thames  (Sunbury).— xMr.  Durward  Lely,  at  ^he- 
Weir,  a nice  trout  of  61b.,  making  his  eleventh  trout  this 
season — it  was  caught  with  fine  tackle,  and  the  fash,  a 
very  long  one,  was  free  from  parasites.  Mr  Allen  ana 
friend,  two  barbel.  oneSilb.,  the  other  7Jlb.,  both  being 
sent  for  preservation.  Mr.  Lock,  from  tne  banks,  got  a 
barbel  of  about  71h.  Messrs.  E.  Clarke  and  Sons  have- 
beeu  getting  some  roach,  dace,  barbel,  and  perch. 

Thames  (Teddington).— A gentleman,  fishing  by 
himself,  has  taken  three  carp,  two  jack,  and  a bream  ot 
41b.  ; Mr.  H.  Little,  one  jack  of  51b.  and  another  ot  4lb. 

Thames  (Twickenham).— S.  Cole,  in  one  day, 
two  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  one  barbel,  and  one  bream  ; 
R.  Coxen,  in  two  and  a half  days  with  Mr. 
eleven  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and  a barbel  ot  4i^°- 5 
G.  Coxen,  in  four  days,  twenty-two  dozen  of  roach  ana 
dace  and  five  barbel  ; Bert  Hammerton,  two  brace  ot 
jack  ; and  John  Spong,  in  four  days,  ten  jack  and  one 

^^Thames  ('Windsor  District).— The  few  showers 
which  have  fallen  since  my  last  have  made  no  percep- 
tible difference  in  the  height  or  colour 
it  must  be  greatly  benefited  to  the  extent  of  freshness. 
All  things  considered,  sport  has  been  fairly  gooa. 
Patrons  of  James  Dray  have  had  good  miscellaneous 
bags  of  barbel,  dace,  roach,  &c. ; on  one  occasion 
two  other  occasions  121b.  each,  one  of  the  latter  including 
a brace  of  barbel,  41b.  A nice  trout  of  41b.  has  been 
taken  by  R.  Gray  from  Boveney.  A specimen  of  that 
rare  fish  in  the  Thames,  the  carp,  has  been  caugM,  whilst 
roach  fishing  with  paste,  by  Mr.  Wighton,  of  Datchet; 
it  weighed  51b.  loz.,  and  I had  the  pleasure  of  returning 
it  to  the  river,  none  the  worse  for  its  experiences  above 
the  surface.  Unfortunately  1 forgot  to  attach  my  silver 
ring.  This  is  an  excellent  example  Mr.  W.  sets,  as  the 
fish,  beyond  sport,  are  worthless;  and,  as  he  said,  i 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

C3EASIDE.— TOURIST,  FORTNIGHTLY,  and  FRIDAY  to  TUESDAY  CHEAP 
^ TICKETS  to  YARMOUTH,  LOWESTOFT,  CROMER,  Soutbend-on-Sea, 
Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Nazo,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Fehxtowe,  Aldeburgh,  Soutb- 
wold,  and  Hunstanton  are  issTied  by  all  Trains  from  LONDON  (Liverpool-street),  also 
from  G.E.  SUBURBAN  STATIONS  and  New  Cross  (L.B.  and  ^t^sanie  ^ as  from 
T ivernool-street.  These  Cbeap  Tickets  are  issned  from  ST.  PANCRAS  (Midland)  and 
KENTISH  TOWN  to  HUNSTANTON,  YARMOUTH,  LOWESTOFT,  and  CROMER. 
f!HEAP  DAY  TRIPS  to  the  SEASIDE.  &c. 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA.  mnl  Back,  2a.  Gd..  DAILY  by  Through  FAST  TRAINS  from 
LIVeSpOOITCTREOT  Cheap  Tickets  also  issued  at  METRO- 
POLITAN LINE  STATIONS,  via  Bishopsgate.  , . , 

CLACTON,  WALTON,  and  HAKWICH  and  Back,  4s.  From  Liverpool-street,  on 
Sundays  at  9.10  a.m.,  and  on  Mondays  at  8.2.5  a.m. 

BKOXBOUHNE  and  BYE  HOUSE,  is.  (id.,  DAILY  from  Liverpool-street.  &c..  and 
on  Week-days  only  from  St.  Paneras  and  Kentish  Town. 

forest,  Is-.  DAILY  from  Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch-street,  New  Cross 
(L.B.  and  S.C.),  King's  CroL  (Met),  Gospel  Oak,  &c. 

For  full  particulars  see  bills.  BIRT,  General  Manager. 

London,  June,  189.1. 

“AQUAHIUM”  BAIT 

Mr  Thomas  Kimberley,  well  known  in  Birmingham  and  the  Midlands  as  an  expert  angler  of 
near  Worce.^r-a^o 

SolePr'opSor:  WALTER  SCOTT.  156.  Warstone  Lane.  BIRMINGHAM. 


W.  EVANS’ 

REAL  HARRIS’S  TWEED 

FISHING  SUIT, 

IConsinting  of  Norfolk  Jacket,  Waistcoat,  and  Knlcker- 
bockers  with  Box  Cloth  Continuations,  £4  4s. 

iVe  have  »eeii  name  highly 
sutiiifaciorv  examples  of  their 
style  ami  fittivg^  and  Jor  such 
high-class  work  their  prices 
appear  to  he  exceedingly  mode- 
rate. As  regards  quality  of 
material  and  variety  of  pat- 
tern, the  mostfastidiouscannot 
possibly  find  jault."  — Lana 
and  Water. 

Unsolicited  testimonials  and 
repeat  orders  are  also  beini? 
received  daily  from  all  parts  of 
the  Kingdom  for  our 
T R O U S E Ft  S, 
to  order,  at  16s.  6d.,  and 
SXJXTS, 
to  order,  at  £3  3s- 
In  Tweeds,  Cheviots,  Home- 
spuns, and  blue  Serges. 
From  an  old  suit,  as  guide,  we 
guarantee  a perfect  fit. 
Gentlemen  are  invited  to  in- 
spect our  New  Summer  Materials 
when  in  town,  or  to  write  for 
patterns,  which  are  sent  free, 
stating  colours  prefered. 

W.  EYANS, 

High-class  Tailor, 

L77,  Great  Portland  St.,  "SV. 
• (Estub.  January,  18(6i. 

Close  proximity'  to  Langham  Hotel  and  Oxford-clrc^ 


Rabbit,  Sheep,  and  Fishing  Netting;  Roofing  Felta 
, Tarpaulings ; Fancy  Horse  Suitings,  Loin  Cloths,  Drlvlrig 
Aprons,  Driving  Bands,  4c.  Send  for  Illustrated  Cata- 
i logue  and  samples  (post  free)  to  ANDREW  POTTER, 
i Melbourne  Works,  Wolverhampton,  and  London  Works, 
Reading.  Maker  to  H.M.  the  Queen  and  H.R.H.  the 
! Prince  of  Wales.  Awarded  10  Gold  and  Silver  Medals  ■ 


MARCH  IN  JUNE. 

March  is  0110  of  thG  eigbtGen  hgw  stations  rGcontly 
openod  to  tbe  club  anglor  by  tbe  G.E.R.  I bad  uGVGr 
fishGd  tbe  Nene,  and  was  anxious  to  “ sample  ” some  of 
the  celebrated  drains  and  fens  and  levels  which  abound 
in  the  neighbourhood.  A fellow-traveller,  who  divined 
the  object  of  my  Saturday  afternoon’s  visit  to  the  Nene 
from  tho  cre©l  and  rod  which  laid  on  the  rack  above  my 
head,  assured  me  that  he  had  often  had  good  sport  at 
Wisbech,  and  that  if  I went  on  to  that  quaint  old  town, 
I could  take  a steam-tram  to  Upwell  (nine  miles 
distant),  and  for  the  asking--for  it  was  private  water— 
I could  fish  to  my  heart’s  content.  Thanks,  fellow- 
traveller,  it  shall  be  Upwell.  , T ni.  j,  T 

Upon  leaving  March  Station  (at  which  he  alighted),  i 
fancied  I could  see  a peculiar  smile  on  this  “ native  s 
countenance,  but,  remembering  that  guile  was  only  the 
London  angler’s  accomplishment,  I took  no  further 
notice,  and  went  on  to  Wisbech.  I saw  the  Steam-tram, 
but,  being  anxious  to  possess  some  of  tbe  most  delicious 
strawberries  I bad  ever  seen,  and  for  which  it  appears 
Wisbech  is  justly  celebrated,  I invested  one  shilling  in 
four  baskets,  intending  to  do  what  is  always  my  custom 
take  some  of  tbe  good  things  from  the  country 
home  to  those  I left  behind  me.  But,  alas ! these 
strawberries,  like  some  of  the  fish  taken  from  the 
stagnant  water,  didn’t  “ keep,”  for  the  champion 
dace  catcher  (who  accompanied  me,  ami  whose  case  of 
specimens  adorns  the  walls  of  the  City  Piscatorials)  had 
kindly  assisted  me  to  dispose  of  the  luscious  fruit,  minus 
the  cream.  We  soon  discovered  that  there  were  some 
hours  to  wait  for  the  tram,  and  that  although  we  could 
get  to  Upwell  on  Saturday  evening,  we  should  have  to 


tramp  nine  miles  back  under  a broiling  sun  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  for  the  trams  do  not  run  on  Sundays.  That 
settled  it.  No  nine  mile  walk  for  me.  “Let  us  go  back 
to  March.”  “ We  will,”  was  the  eager  response.  Upon 
alighting  at  the  station  there  is  very  little  to  be  seen  of 
the  town,  and  upon  inquiring  at  the  first  hotel,  we  are 
again  accosted  by  a lover  of  tbe  gentle  art  as  to  our 
destination.  He  directed  us,  or  rather  accompanied  us, 
to  The  Chequers,  kept  by  a widow  lady,  the  quint- 
essence of  cleanliness  and  politeness,  and  vvho  turned  out 
to  be  “a  regular  mother”  to  us.  A good  supper,  a 
good  bed,  and  five  minutes’  w'alk  at  three  o’clock  on 
Sunday  morning,  saw  two  London  anglers  a distance  (jf 
three  miles  along  the  old  River  Nene — low  and  stagnMt, 
and  full  of  weeds,  the  odour  from  which  was  anything  but 
refreshing.  The  numberless  “ rises”  couvinced  us  that 
we  had  only  to  unpack  and  see  what  the  fish  were  like. 
But  our  guide  had  directed  us  to  a part  of  the 
river  which  joins  the  ’’Sixteen-foot,’  upon  arriving 
at  which  our  two  legers  were  soon  at  work,  in- 
tending to  “rig  up”  the  roach-pole  while  listen- 
ing for  the  “ singing  of  the  reel”  But  the  roach- 
pole  was  destined  to  have  a long  rest ; both 
reehs  ran  out  simultaneously,  and  a perch  and  an  eel 
were  wound  in  one,  and  two  eels  upon  the  other  ! Eels 
an(i  perch,  and  perch  and  eels  were  taken  as  quickly  as 
we  could  disgorge  (they  required  disgorging)  and  re-bait, 
when  it  was  decided  to  try  another  swim  for  roach.  The 
18ft.  tlin.  roach-pole  (made  by  Heming.  of  New  North- 
road,  Islington,  and  a splendid  rod  it  is)  was  then  put 
to  work,  when,  caating"  about  twenty-two  feet  into  five 
feet  of  water  (paste  the  lure),  I had  the  satisfaction  of  a 
smash — a big  bream.  Another  line  and  float  and  a No.  10 
crystal  hook,  with  wasD  grub  for  bait,  was  responsible 


for  a roach  of  7joz.,  now  followed  by  many  more  averag- 
ing 60Z.  It  was  striking  eight  o’clock  when  visions  of 
the  ham  an(i  eggs  which  awaited  me  at  nine  caused  me 
to  “ pack  up,”  give  the  superfluous  worms  and  ground- 
bait  to  the  fish,  and  return  with  as  pretty  a basket  of 
eels,  perch,  and  roach  as  it  had  been  my  good  fortune 
to  secure  for  some  time.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  best  time  for  fishing  is  early  morning  or  late  in  the 
evening  for  March  in  June,  and  the  early  rising  and 
long  walk  caused  me  to  linger  over  my  breakfast 
until  tbe  ebureb  bells  had  ceased  their  summons  to  the 
delightful  old  churches,  wbiob  always  seem  to  be 
so  much  better  attended  than  those  in  London.  March 
is  certainly  worth  a visit.  It  is  large,  and  prosperous, 
and  clean,  and  the  market-place  on  a Saturday  night 
reminded  me  of  my  dear  native  “ New  Cut,  so  far  as 
the  “bustle”  was  concerned.  Dinner  at  two  o’clock 
precluded  any  further  fishing — and  a real  country  ramble 
and  over  some  fruit  and  flower  gardens,  where  currants 
—red,  black,  and  white— strawberries,  raspberries,  and 
gooseberries  were  “ taken  as  they  come  or  rather  as 
■we  came — some  delicious  home-made  country  lemonade 
— and  the  ever  companionable  pipe  whiled  away  the 
peaceful  Sabbath  morning.  Dinner  over,  a visit  was 
paid  to  the  home  of  our  guide  of  tbe  previous  evening 
(Mr.  G.  Wilmot,  Malting  Cottages,  March,  Cambs.), 
and  after  partaking  of  his  hospitality  in  the  shape  of 
tea  and  cake,  we  sauntered  to  the  train— which  reached 
London  a few  minutes  after  eight  in  the  evening— dusty, 
browned,  tired,  hut  happy  in  the  possession  of  a gtiod 
bag  of  fish.  When  I have  three  days  (the  period 
for  which  the  ticket  is  available)  at  my  disposal, 
I shall  certainly  patronise  March — in  September  for 
prefer!  nee.  Dragnet. 


JAMES  OGDEN 

28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM, 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufactm-er  of  every  description  of  Fishing 
Tackle.  Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 


JAMES 

Eiery  description 


OGDEN'S  CELEBRATED  MULTUM-IN-PARVO 
FLY  RODS,  £\  Is. 

of  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies  Dressed  on  the  Premises,  and  despatched  per  return  of  post. 


N.B.-IT0  Connection  with  any  other  Persons  assuming  the 

same  Name. 
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have  had  my  bit  o’  fun  with  him  ; some  one  else  may 
have  the  same  now.”  Mr.  E.  Spencer,  of  Windsor,  has 
had  a nice  barbel  from  the  vicinity  of  Victoria  Bridge, 
weight  61b.  9oz.  A jack  of  61b.  was  taken  by  Mr.  E. 
Gray  on  the  2.5th  ult.  Mr.  A.  J.  Gooch,  of  Eton,  has 
had  the  finest  chub  this  season,  being  one  of  a brace 
which  weighed  respectively  31b.  lloz.  and  11b.  9oz. 
Messrs.  G.  Wilson  and  Johnson,  enthusiastic  students 
at  Eton,  have  also  had  some  nice  chub,  largest,  taken  by 
Mr.  Johnson,  going  2ilb.  Mr.  Bentley,  of  Windsor,  too, 
has  been  taking  good  baskets  of  chub  from  the  old  river, 
with  live  minnows.  Mr.  Roberts,  jun.,  of  Park-street, 
Windsor,  has  had  miscellaneous  bags  of  barbel,  dace, 
and  roach,  but  complains  of  low  and  bright  water. 

B.  E.  Bameeidoe. 

Ancliolme  District. — The  West  Hull  Club  fished  a 
match  at  Brandy  Wath  on  the  22nd  inst.,in  which  Mr. 

W.  Goodwin  won  first  prize,  A.  Burdin  second,  and  W, 
Crossland  third.  Messr.s.  Mearns  and  Garnet,  of  Sheffield, 
had  each  about  fifty  roach.  On  the  14th  inst.  a Sheffield 
angler  caught  one  of  the  king  carp  turned  out  by  the 
Commissioners  last  spring.  It  was  in  prime  condition 
and  well  grown.  The  water  bailiff  and  others  tried  to 
induce  the  captor  to  return  the  same,  but  he  would  not 
do  so.  It  would  be  well  for  anglers  to  put  these  fish 
back  during  the  i>resent  season,  and  thus  help  to 
improve  the  fishing.  A boy,  near  Brigg,  caught  a roach 
weighing  lib.  lOoz.  the  other  day.  This  was  bought  by 
a Sheffield  angler  for  6d.  Query.  Would  it  be  weighed 
in  for  a i^rize  1 Large  quantities  of  fine  bream  are 
daily  seen  in  the  river,  also  a few  fine  trout.  Thomas 
Eord. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Gloucestershire).— This  stream, 
considering  the  long-continued  drought,  is  throughout 
the  greater  part  of  its  coiirse  in  fairly  good  ply  for  fly- 
fishing, and  on  some  of  the  private  waters  good  average 
sport  has  been  had.  The  imblic  water  here  is  sfcll  fish- 
able,  though  shallow,  and  in  several  a few  good  trout 
may  be  seen  rising  about  noon  and  in  the  evening.  We 
have  had  but  few  anglers  here  since  the  May-fly,  and 
local  rods,  who  know  where  the  fish  are  are,  the  only  ones 
who  have  much  chance  of  success.  The  flies  now  on  are 
Olive  and  Yellow  Duns,  Eed  Spinners  and  Alders,  and 
an  occasional  Drake  may^  still  be  seen  floating  quietly 
unnoticed  down  the  stream.  Large  shoals  of  trout  fry 
and  minnows  may  be  seen  at  almost  every  turn  of  the 

Cornish.  Stres.ms. — Rain  came  on  Monday,  and 
lasted  until  Tuesday  night,  and  everybody  is  hoping  that 
the  drought  has  ended.  The  rivers,  however,  are  very 
little  altered,  as  the  land  absorbed  all  the  water.  Trout 
fishing  has  been  better  than  usual,  and  several  good 
baskets  were  made  in  the  open  waters  of  the  Camel  and 
Powey.  Anglers  attentions,  however,  are  drawn  to  the 
sea-trout  fishing  : and,  notwithstanding  that  the  waters 
are  so  low,  there  are  plenty  of  these  fish,  and  occasional 
salmon  too,  in  both  rivers.  Many  rods  have  been  out 
just  after  sunset  on  the  Camel,  and  have  taken  several 

peal  averaging  perhaps  21b.  each,  with  the  Alexandra.  It 

is  feared  there  is  a good  deal  of  illegal  net  fishing  going 
on  in  the  Fowey.— Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Farimighain).— At  last  we  have  had 
some  rain  here  (about  three  or  four  hours  of  it),  and 
although  we  could  do  with  a lot  more,  what  we  have  had 
has  considerably  improved  fishing  prospects.  Last 
Saturday  two  gentlemen,  Mr.  Pine  and  Mr.  Harris, 
stopping  at  the  Lion,  had  a nice  basket  of  twelve  brace 
between  them,  four  or  five  of  the  fish  scaling  21b.  each. 
The  former  gentleman,  in  striking  at  a fish,  hooked 
a water-rat  in  the  back,  which  he  landed  and  then 
returned  to  the  river,  though  not  because  it  was  under- 
sized. This  is  perfectly  true,  and  no  ” fishing  story.” 
Mr.  Sharpe,  on  Monday  evening,  caught  four  nice  trout 
on  the  lawn  in  about  an  hour  ; they  averaged  lib.  each. 
Our  annual  Flower  Show  comes  off  next  Thursday,  July 
G,  so  anglers  coming  down  that  day  would  not  be  able  to 
fish  the  lawn,  which  is  lent  to  the  committee  for  the 
day,  who  are  also  illuminating  the  river  and  grounds 
in  the  evening. — C.  E.  Stone. 

Dee  (Coiwen). — After  four  months  of  dry  weather  a 
change  came  on  Monday.  During  the  whole  afternoon 
and  night  rain  came  down  in  torrents.  The  river  has 
come  to  its  old  ceurse  up  to  the  bank  and  very  dirty. 
David  Roberts  had  51b.  with  worm.  The  trout  fishing 
out  to  bo  good  in  a day  or  two  after  this  cleaning  out. 
H.  'Williams  has  been  slaughtering  the  pike  this  last 
nine  days,  eight,  heaviest  81b.,  and  two  eels  5Hb.  The 
grayling  fishing  opens  on  Saturday,  the  1st.— Alwen. 

Derwent  (Ambergate).— The  much  needed  ram 
has  made  its  appearance,  and  the  Derwent  is  coming 
down  a splendid  colour.  Both  trout  and  grayling  are 
rising  fiercely,  and  good  sport  may  be  anticipated.  The 
best  flies  are  the  Amber  Dun  or  Throstle  Wing,  Pale 
Evening  Dun,  and  Eed  Spinner,  also  Small  Blacks. 
Some  fair  takes  of  both  trout  and  grayling  have  been 
made  diiriiigthe  week,  principally  liy  the  local  rodsters, 
ranging  from  one  and  a half  brace  to  five  brace  x^er  rod. 
Also  a few  tine  barbel  and  eels  with  the  worm  and  wasp 
grub.  The  rough  element  has  been  against  the  comfort 
of  the  fly-tisher  during  mid-day. — Amber  Dun. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Weather  and  water  now  all 
that  the  most  exacting  could  wish,  and  the  only  want  is 
someone  to  fish  the  club  waters.  Some  of  them  have 
not  been  fished  for  a month.  We  had  plenty  of  rain  the 
last  forty-eight  hours,  and  there  is  a slight  colour  even 
in  Dove  Dale,  and  that  is  the  last  place  to  look  for  a spate 
hereabouts. — E.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Dden  (Carlisle). — All  the  rivers  have  a little  more 
water  in  them,  the  Eden  about  nine  inches.  This  is  not 
enough.  It  wants  a regular  clean  out.  A few  fair 
baskets  have  been  got  in  the  evenings.  E.  McAlister 
had  81b.  one  night,  and  Mr.  Slater  killed  twice  91b. 
before  midnight.  Herlings  are  beginning  to  show.  This 


is  a fortnight  sooner  than  usual.  The  fishery  board 
have  decided  to  apply  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for  jiower 
to  make  a fifh-pass  at  Armathwaite  weir  in  spite  ot  the 
strong  opposition  of  the  owner.  Silver  Grey. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  long-protracted 
drought  has  at  last  broken  up,  and  served  to  freshen  the 
water  a little.  On  the  Brampford  waters.  Messrs.  Snell 
and  Taylor  have  killed  a few  nice  trout  and  eels,  and 
Messrs.  Edwards  and  Jackman  have  bad  several  good 
bags  of  eels.  Our  “local  searcher,”  Bro.  Kelley, 
has  been  at  it  both  early  and  late,  going  out  with  the 
early  sun  and  returning  by  the  late  moon.  He  has  had 
some  good  takes  of  eels,  on  one  day  getting  twenty-four, 
and  on  another  trip  a lot  of  twenty,  and  a brace  of 
trout,  also  a carp,  a rudd,  l^lb.,  and  a 21b. 

I am  very  pleased  to  learn  tbat  be  bas  taken  several 
decent  perch  of  -^Ib.  or  so,  this  fish  having  been  very, 
scarce  in  the  Exe  for  the  last  few  years.  To-day  he 
is  on  a private  water,  noted  for  its  heavy  roach  and 
perch  so  hope  to  report  some  “ Sockdollagers  ” next 
week.’  On  the  Greedy,  Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts  has  taken  a 
few  brace  of  very  fair  trout,  on  the  up-stream  worm. 
The  letting-out  of  the  Beats  on  Monday  for  the  annual 
clearing,  brought  out  the  usual  hacking  and  slashing 
contingent.  I watched  several  of  these  worthies, 
armed  with  pieces  of  hoop-iron,  sticks,  &c.,  cutting  and 
hacking  at  every  live  thing  within  their  reach  ; and 
although  nothing  more  important  than  a few  tiny  eels 
and  gudgeon  were  cut  up  during  my  stay,  there  is 
every  reason  to  fear  that  many  a good  fish  is  slauglEered 
at  these  “annuals.”  Where  are  the  water-bailiffs  at 
these  times  ? — Red  Palmer.  ...  , 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— The  showery 
weather  of  the  last  week  has  improved  the  anglers 
prospects  a good  deal,  and  they  are  looking  forward  to 
some  good  sport.  Along  the  Forty  foot  there  have  been 
complaints  that  fish  did  not  bite  well,  the  perch 
especially  being  shy,  for  want  of  r,ain.  A few  roach 
have  been  taken,  and  some  nice  tench,  a fish  rather 
scarce  in  this  water.  One  of  31b.  was  got  from  the 
upper  waters  last  week,  and  others  have  been  met  with. 
Eels  were  very  numerous,  and  some  good  ones  have 
been  secured.  There  are  many  complaints  of  weedsfrom 
the  Fortyfoot,  the  water  being  low,  the  fish  are  difficult 
to  laud.  At  the  drain  ends,  however,  the  water  is  pretty 
clear  The  waters  occupied  by  the  Spalding  Associa- 
tion the  Vernatts,  and  North  and  South  Drove  drams, 
and ’the  Glenn  Eiver  have  been  tried  with  success,  and 
roach,  perch,  and  tench  have  come  to  hand  pretty  treely. 
Eels  are  also  numerous,  and  one  angler  boasts  of  having 
got  a specimen  up  to  21b.  6oz.  This  week  end  are 

some  cheap  excursions  into  tne  district,  Wisbech,  Tydd, 
Murrow,  Sutton  Bridge,  &c.,  intended  to  be  visited. 
With  the  rains  coming  pretty  freely  prospects  are  very 
promising.  Grub  baits  will  be  found  best  for  roach  and 
bream,  and  for  eels  nothing  will  take  like  dew  worms.— 

IjIIMPET 

Idle  (North  Notts).— Visitors  are  coming  into  this 
district  pretty  freely  now,  but  their  results  are  not 
quite  so  good  as  expected.  Several  causes  contribute  to 
this  and  especially  the  low  water,  the  weeds  about  the 
streams,  and  the  quantity  of  food  in  the  water  from 
the  hay  harvest.  Some  very  fine  trout  were  cpght  last 
week  in  one  of  the  smaller  streams  near  Langwith  Lodge. 
One  of  them  scaled  61b.  loz.,  another  51b.,  and  third 
over  41b.  These  were  from  a private  water,  and  ^ have 
not  heard  the  circumstances  of  their  capture.  There 
are  undoubtedly,  some  very  fine  trout  in  the  streams  of 
the’ “ Dukery,  ’ but  their  capture  is  always  a giTiat 
privilege.  In  the  main  river  the  dace  were  noticed  to 
be  very  playful,  and  might  have  been  caught  with  files, 
butthey  were  shy  at  other  bait.  Roach  were  also  some- 
what shy,  but  anglers  did  best  among  eels,  plenty  ot 

them  being  in  the  river. — L.  . t 

Kennett  (Newbury,  &c.).— Angling  opened  on  the 
Kennett  last  week.  The  individual  takes  up  to  Tuesday 
last  were : Caleb  Hill,  601b.  of  fish  in  five  days  with  one  rod ; 
Mr.  C.  Flint,  a jack  of  21b.  and  one  trout  of  Islb.  ; Mr. 
Bili,  one  trout  and  one  perch;  Mr.  Wells,  L|lb.  trout  ; 
Mr.  Cruse,  one  trout  and  one  jack  ; Mr.  J . Pike,  one  jack. 
There  have  been  many  other  good  catches  since  this  list 
was  made,  but  I have  not  had  particulars  as  yet.  From 
the  Old  Kennett  waters,  belonging  to  the  Swan  Hotel, 
the  following  visitors  have  scored  : Mr.  Cook  and  fiends, 
five  brace  treut : Dr.  Duke,  one  brace  ditto;  and  Mr.  J. 
Young  one  ditto.  We  have  had  some  welcome  showers 
this  week,  and  sport  should  be  better  than  ever  by  next 

week. — J.  E.  W.  Ill 

Lea  and  Stort.— The  frequent  showers  we  have  had 
lately  have  not  been  heavy  or  continuous  enough  to 
cause  any  rise  in  the  height  of  the  water.  To-day 
(Thursday)  I noticed  that  fish  were  moving  in  a much 
more  lively  manner  than  they  have  done  for  some  time. 
By  the  time  that  this  week’s  issue  of  the  Finlniig  Gnzeffe 
is  in  the  hands  of  most  of  its  readers,  the  Lea  will  be 
open  for  all  kinds  of  fish  with  the  exception  of  perch  and 
pike.  In  the  lower  lengths  which  have  been  open,  such 
as  Cook’s  Ferry,  Games’s,  Higham  Hill,  and  the  Ferry 
Boat,  Tottenham,  quantities  of  dace  and  roach  have 
been  caught.  There  have  not  been  any  more  or 
the  big  bream  taken  at  Grames’s,  they  seem  now  to  have 
gone  down  to  the  bottom.  Just  below  the  lock  at 
Tottenham  vast  quantities  of  dace  and  roach  are  to  be 
seen,  but  as  this  is  just  where  the  sewage  from  the 
Tottenham  and  Edmonton  district  flows  in,  they  are 
not  worth  fishing  for.  1 have  not  heard  of  any  more 
trout  being  captured,  but  some  good  ones  have  been 
seen,  and  they  should  be  on  the  feed  after  the  rain.  The 
Navigation  Canal  is  in  many  parts  in  very  fair  condition, 
and  should  afford  sport  to  those  fishermen  who  make 
their  initial  effort  for  the  season.  I am  pleased  to 
notice  that  the  300th  anniversary  of  the  birthday  ot  old 
Father  Izaak,  on  Aug.  9,  is  likely  to  be  commemorated 


by  a gigantic  competition  in  the  Lea,  his  old  favourite 
river,  and  possibly  a casting  competition  may  be 
organised.  There  is  room  for  both.  Several  of  the 
clubs  will  compete  for  prizes  during  July,  both  on  the 
Lea  and  Stort.  Thursday  evening,  weather  more 
settled.— Spliced  Joint.  . , ■ , . 

Lea  (Broxbourne).— Though  the  water  is  bright, 
still  a few  nice  baskets  of  roach  and  dace  have  been 
taken.  We  saw  one  bag,  weighing  about  201b.,  with 
several  good  fish  amongst  them.  The  mostdeadly  bait  at 
present  is  the  caddis  worm,  a great  quantity  of  which 
are  to  be  found  in  the  water.  , , i 

Leicester.  -Sport  in  the  rivers  and  canal  has  shown 
signs  of  improvement.  Angling  in  the  canal  has  ap^- 
reiitly  been  the  most  remunerative,  roach  being  the 
most  sought  after.  Mr.  Pinnock,  jun.,  took  81b.,  Mi. 
Lowe  81b.,  and  Mr.  C.  Lings  a nice  basket.  Messrs 
Shelton  and  Cooley  had  fair  sport  among  the  pike,  but 
the  fish  as  a rule  were  small.  W.  Horton,  fly-fishings 
obtained  a nice  basket  of  chub,  dace,  and  roach.  With 
a slight  flush  in  the  water  anglers  have  naturally  paid 
attention  to  eel  fishing,  and  a number  obtained  good 
lots.  Mr.  Baugh  took  the  best  fish  that  came  under 
notice,  one  weighing  2jlh.  Bottom  fishing,  with  worms, 
has  not  resulted  in  much  sport,  a few  perch  only  being 
caught ; Mr.  Snafel  showing  the  best  basket,  which 
contained  fish  up  to  lib.  The  amateur  class  of  anglers 
have  had  mixed  baskets  of  perch  and  roach. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— These  trout 
streams  are  both  running  low  and  clear,  and  fishing  is 
quiet  during  the  day.  Rain  has  been  had,  but 
made  a lot  of  difference  to  the  water,  but  the  fish  have 
been  moving  better,  and  have  taken  the  Wickham,  Black 
Palmer,  Governor,  Cooh-y-Bondhu,  Pale  Blue,  and  Coach- 
man. Wasp  grub  fishing  is  good  in  the  evening,  the 
fish  taking  it  well,  and  some  very  nice  lots  of  trout  have 
been  taken  with  it.  Minnow  fishing  bas  been  successful* 
On  Monday  eight  good  trout  were  taken  with  the  wasii 
grub.  The  Pin.sley  is  in  order.  Fishing  quiet  in  it.— 

Gwynne.  , .. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland).  At 
last  there  are  indications  of  change  in  the  weather.  To- 
day (Wednesday)  we  have  had  a south-westerly  squally 
gale,  with  occasional  heavy  showers,  but  at  b*- 

writing  the  rivers  remain  very  low  and  clear.  Yellow 
Duns,  Sky  Blue,  Orange  Palmer,  Coch-y-bondhu, 
Governor,  and  Black  Palmer  should  be  best  flies  tor 
day,  and  Owls,  Spinners,  coachman  and  caddis,  tor 
evening.  Some  good  baskets  have  been  made  witt  the 
wasp  grub,  and  fair  sport  had  spinning.  E.  T, 
Williams.  „ 

Medway  (Tonbridge),— Season  opened  well.  Some 
very  good  fish  of  all  sorts  have  been  taken,  but  no  large 
quantities.  Two  fine  perch  were  taken  last  week  just 
under  21b.  each.  There  is  a large  quantity  of  fish  lu 
river,  and  forward  in  condition.  Chub  are  well  on  the  ny. 
especially  if  tipped  with  gentle.  This  is  really  a grand 
river  for  fly-fishing  for  chub,  on  opening  day  one  person 
had  twenty-three  chub,  going  17ib.  Bream  are  taking 
lob  a little.— R.  E.  Wedgwood. 

Ouse,  Derwent,  Rye  (Yorksbire).  — Me  aie 
bavin*'  genial  showers  at  last,  and  the  pro.spects  of  the 
angler  as  well  as  the  farmer  are  improving.  Some  good 
takes  of  coarse  fish  are  reported  both  in  the  Ouse  and 
Derwent,  chiefly  of  chub,  barbel,  and  dace.  A good 
trout  was  taken  the  other  day  in  the  Upper  Eye  by  Mr. 

E C.  Bainbridge,  bon.  secretary  of  York  Grosvenor 
Angling  Association.  The  fish  measured  18in.  long  and 
9Jin.  girth,  and  weighed  21b.  5oz.,  and  was  taken  by  a 
small  dressing  of  the  Alder  fly. — Ronald. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— The  wind  has  caused  sport 
to  be  rather  dull,  but  a few  roach  and  bream  have  been 
taken  at  difl'erent  times,  but  nothing  very  important. 
Some  very  nice  rudd  have  been  taken  at  the  end  ot  tne 
week.  A resident  was  out  chubbing  one  evening,  and 
captured  a fine  one,  41b.  6oz.,  in  good  condition.  J® 
to  be  hoped  that  in  a short  time  bream  will  be  on  ttie 
feed,  for  the  quantity  that  are  seen  near  the  surface  in 
calm  weather,  sport  will  be  good.  H.  Rout. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots).— Some  very  good  takes  ot  roach 
perch  and  bream,  and  water  in  thoroughly  excellent 
condition.  My  report  would  have  been  earlier,  but  have 
been  much  upset  yesterday,  getting  body  or  a local 
fisherman  out  of  river ; unfortunately  not  in  time  to 
save  his  life,  however. — A.  Scard.  , i,  i 

Plymouth.— Sea  Fishing.— Mackerel  and  pollack 
are  still  caught  in  great  numbers,  but  the  former  are 
well  out  to  sea,  and  do  not  seem  inclined  to  come  inside 
the  harbour.  The  bass  are  still  to  be  found  at  Bovisand, 
but  they  are  too  much  gorged  with  natural  saud-eels  to 
look  at  an  artificial  bait.  The  usual  small  pollack  and 
eel  fishing  is  to  be  bad  off  the  piers,  and  some  fine  crabs 
arc  sometimes  entangled  in  the  lines.  River  Fishing. 
— The  long  looked  for  rain  has  come  at  last,  and  put  the 
rivers  in  better  order,  and  fishermen  have  not  lost  anj 
time  in  getting  out.  i’here  are  a lot  of  peal  in  the  lower 
waters  waiting  to  go  up,  and  some  very  tine  ones  have 
been  taken  with  the  nets  in  the  Teigu,  Dart,  and  lamar. 
--William  Hearder. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— Prospects  of  sport  are 
considerably  brighter  now  that  the  long-watched  lor  rain 
has  come,  and  already  the  rivers  and  brooks  have  been 
considerably  freshened  and  cleansed.  There  has  been  a 
satisfactory  increase  in  the  volume  of  water  in  the 
Severn  and  the  minnow  should  produce  good  results. 
Trout  are  not  plentiful,  but,  as  is  the  ea-e  m most  rivers 
which  have  a small  supply,  they  run  large,  and  will  well 
repav  the  patience  which  their  capture  demands.  Mr 
A.  Ellis  bas  captured  several  jack.  Bottom  fishing  will 
at  present  produce  better  results  than  the  tiy. 
PiSCATOR . 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Harbours.— There  has  been 
a marked  change  in  the  weather  during  the  past  week. 
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A "ood  general  rain  foil  for  over  twelve  hours  on 
day  yet  no  perceptihlo  difference  in  the  height  ot  the 
water  is  noticeable.  Fish  are  feeding  better,  and  Irom 
the  Ouse  good  baskets  of  chub  and  roach  have  been 
taken.  Mr.  Batchelor  has  secured  some  good  fash  : Mr. 
Buleyno  about  101b.  ; Messrs.  Kempershal,  N^ash,  and 
Carlisle  have  also  had  good  sport.  The  Bother  at 
Selham  is  not  in  grand  order,  and  sport  has  been  disap- 
pointing. Several  good  bream  and  roach  are  reported 
from  the  Arun,  both  in  the  Pulborongh  and  Amberley 
districts.  The  Adur  in  the  tidal  water  has  been  fairly 
well  patronised.  Dace,  roach,  and  a few  flat  fash_^are 
notified  me,  and  a brace  of  carp,  weighing  bib.  .jOZ. 
Where  a few  spots  have  been  cleared  at  Chichester 
Canal  in  the  lower  reaches  good  sport  has  been  had 
among  the  bream  and  roach.  The  corporation  would 
entertain  a proposal  for  rentingthe  water  on  a term  ^®d> 
with  a moderate  outlay  this  would  make  one  ot  the  best 
angling  resorts  in  the  south.  George  F.  Salter. 

Suir  and  its  Tributaries.— Wo  have  got  the  wel- 
come rain  at  last.  On  the  waters  below  Clonmel  some 
sport  was  had,  especially  at  Dudley  s Weir,  where  Wm. 
Farrell  fishing  for  Mr.  Bobert  Malcomson,  landed  a peal 
of  41b., ’a  salmon  121b.,  and  another  peal  31b.  Good  trout- 
fishing has  been  had  on  all  the  stand-*,  Cahir  Park, Bally- 
makee  above  CloDmel,  and  Gurtun  and  Kilsheelan  below 
especially.  Baskets  of  trout  up  to  two  dozen  and  up- 
wards  were  had  on  dull  breezy  days.  Favourite  nies  : 
Gold  Wren,  Orange  Grouse,  and  the  different  Bails.— 
Bichabd  Bradeobd.  . . , . .-n 

Teme  (Knigliton). — The  water  in  this  part  is  still 
low  and  bright.  Bain  has  been  had.  but  not  sufficient 
to  colour  the  water.  The  fish  have  been  moving  better 
since  the  rain,  and  have  rose  well  at  the  fly.  Wasp 
grub  fishing  is  good. — B.  Knighton.  , 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  con- 
tinues to  run  low  and  clear.  The  fish  have  been  taking 
the  Wickham,  Governor,  Coch-y-bondhu,  Coachman, 
Hare’s  Far,  Sky  Blue,  and  Pern  Ply.  A second  edition 
of  the  May-fly  and  Orl  are  now  on  the  water,  but  the 
trout  will  not  look  at  them.  Bottom  fishers  have  been 
busy,  and  have  used  wasp  grub  with  success,  the  bait 
being  plentiful.  Minnow  fishing  in  the  morning  has 
proved  a good  killer.  The  grayling  are  now  sporting 
wgII,  and  several  good  fish  have  been  landed.  In  the 
Ludford  Park  water  some  good  trout  were  taken  on 
Saturday  with  the  Governor  and  Sky  Blue.  Along  the 
Folley  six  good  trout,  ilb.  each,  w'ere  caught  with  the 
wasp  grub.  Under  Whitcliffe  some  good  grayling  were 
taken  by  Mr.  Moyan  with  the  fly.  A number  of  eels 
have  been  landed  bottom  fishing.  In  the  Ashlord  water 
the  fish  have  rose  well  at  the  fly,  and  some  good  lots  ot 
trout  have  been  taken.  In  Oakley  Park  water  sport  has 
been  good  with  the  fly.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche,  are  all  clear  and  in  good  order  for  fishing.  In 
the  Corve  the  trout  are  biting  freely  at  the  wasp  grub. 
On  Tuesday  Mr.  Brookes  and  Mr.  Preece  landed  nine  nice 
trout  in  a short  time.  Sport  in  the  Ledwyche  improved. 

— S.  Ludlow.  , ^ 

Teme  (Tenhury).— In  this  part  the  water  is  still 
low  and  clear,  but  ram  has  been  had  and  more  threatens, 
and  there  is  a good  prospect  of  water  being  improved. 
The  fish  have  been  moving  better  at  the  fly,  and  some 
very  nice  trout  have  been  landed,  hut  the  fish  are 
covered  with  insects,  and  a flood  is  wanted  to  clear  the 
bottom  of  the  river  out,  as  it  is  getting  very  foul.  Wasp 
grub  fishing  has  been  good,  and  some  good  lots  of  trout 
have  been  landed.  The  Bea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are 
all  clear  and  slow,  little  fishing  done  in  any  of  them 
lately.— Worcester. 

Tore  (Hawes).— Since  the  commencement  ot  this 
season  bitter  disappointment  has  been  the  lot  of  the 
angler  in  this  district,  but  there  is  now  every  prospect 
ofli  flood.  The  Creeper  and  Stone-fly  season  vyent  by 
without  result.  The  river  has  been  m a chronic  state 
of  filth  for  months,  and  clear  water  worming  has  been 
almost  totally  out  of  question.  Fish  are  plentiful.— J. 
CORRY 

Weliand  (Spalding).— The  angling  season  opened 
last  week.  There  will  be  plenty  of  float-fishing  in  the 
thirty  miles  of  water  leased  by  the  Spalding  Angling 
Association.  The  drains  are  full  of  tench  and  roach,  but 
perch  are  not  so  plentiful ; a good  number  of  pike  have 
also  been  seen.  Fels,  of  which  there  are  an  unusual 
supply  in  this  district,  are  said  to  he  somewhat  scarce 
this  season.  A large  number  of  fish  have  beeu  killed  by 
the  dredgers,  which  have  been  at  woik  in  the  river. 
Many  Yorkshire  men  have  made  application  to  the 
Spalding  Angling  Association  to  be  elected  members  of 
the  club,  but  the  reply  has  been  negative,  and  the 
association  have  also  declined  to  send  fish  from  Spalding 
to  the  Yorkshire  waters. — B.  A.  S. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon).— I am  pleased  to  be  able  to 
report  that  a good  week’s  hshing  has  been  had  here,  and 
on  the  25th  nit.  sport  was  good.  I inclose  names  and 
weights  of  fish  of  those  subscribers  who  were  kind 
enough  to  weigh-in  with  my  keeper  : Messrs.  Flawell, 
ne  jack,  41b.,  roach,  IGlb. ; S.  Schultz,  one  jack,  /lb., 
roach,  5Jlb. ; Schultz,  jun.,  two  jack,  111b.,  roach, 
CJlb.  ; Cameron,  one  jack,  SJlb.,  roach,  .51b.  ; Higgs, 
roach,  121b.  ; Smith,  roach,  7lb.  ; Garden,  roach,  81b.  ; 
Brown,  roach,  141b. ; Holman,  roach,  81b.;  Bates,  roach, 
101b. ; Phillips,  roach,  121b.  ; Latham,  roach,  81b. ; 
Serfein,  roach,  81b.  Ooz. ; Winsley,  roach,  101b.,  bream, 
41b.  ; Slade,  roach,  81b.,  bream,  l-j-lb.  ; Whitehead  and 
friend,  roach,  221b. ; Bobertson,  one  tench,  3^1b.  There 
is  every  appearance  of  sport  improving. — J.  vVabnek. 

Witkam,  &c.  (Mid-Lincoln).— There  were  some 
heavy  thunderstorms  in  this  district  last  week,  and, 
though  it  made  fishing  a bit  uncomfortable,  it  improved 
the  prospects  wonderfully.  There  was  not  enough  rain, 
however,  to  clear  away  the  weeds  to  any  appreciable 
extent,  and  at  jiresent  landing  fish  is  rather  difficult  in 


many  jflaoes,  and  some  good  fish  have  been  lost.  In  the 
upper  waters  there  has  been  some  good  sport  with  chub, 
and  so  also  on  the  canal  at  Tattershall.  On  the  latter 
one  angler  picked  uji  nineteen  lieauties,  and  at  other 
points,  especially  about  Bracehridge,  these  fish  nave 
been  caught.  Natural  flies,  Blue-bottles  especially, 
have  been  the  leading  lures.  Eoach  and  bream  have 
been  rather  shy,  but  some  very  fair  catches  have  been 
noted  by  those  who  have  tried  wasp  grub  and  gentles : 
those  baits  at  present  being  almost  irresistible.  Boaoh 
in  some  instances  not  being  in  the  best  condition,  many 
have  turned  their  attention  to  cels,  which  are  very 
plentiful  indeed.  Dew-worms  should  be  secured  by 
intending  visitors,  as  with  these  they  will  scarcely  fail 
to  secure  a basket.  Anglers  are  looking  forward  to 
weed-cutting  with  interest.  This  has  been  promised 
earlv. — Luce. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— Bam  fell  on 
Monday  night,  which  put  quite  a flush  into  the  Derwent, 
and  brought  down  a woodland  water — just  the  water  the 
bottom  fishermen  delight  in.  A good  many  rods  were  at 
work  on  those  portions  of  the  Derwent  where  bottom 
fishing  is  allowed,  and  some  heavy  baskets  were  taken, 
chiefly  with  wasp  grub.  I saw  a beautiful  lot  of  six  brace 
that  were  taken  by  a local  angler  in  a few  hours 
yesterday.  The  river  is  rapidly  clearing,  and  by  the 
time  this  is  in  print  should  he  in  capital  ply  for  fly- 
fishing, and  sport  is  sure  to  be  improved  by  the  flush 
both  streams  have  had. — Dottbbil. 

Yare  (Norwich). — The  past  fortnight  has  been 
thoroughly  fisherman’s  weather,  and  the  rains  have 
much  improved  all  our  rivers  in  this  district.  Sport  on 
the  above  river  has  been  good  at  most  stations,  and 
bream  have  been  caught  in  numbers  at  Cantley,  especi- 
ally early  morning,  the  best  catch  I have  heard  of  being 
about  Ost.  before  breakfast.  At  Bnckenham  Ferry, 
some  good  roach  have  been  taken,  and  now  for  the  next 
two  months  this  station  and  Coldham  Hall  up  to  Sur- 
lingham  Ferry,  should  yield  roach  of  large  size  in  any 
number  if  properly  fished  for,  most  of  the  matches  take 
place  during  these  two  months,  and  I trust  to  be  able 
to  send  you  some  good  accounts  of  their  sport.  On  the 
Bure,  from  Acle  to  Coltishall,  fish  of  all  kinds  are  on 
the  feed,  small  bream  flats  are  as  numerous  as  ever,  and 
small  pike  can  now  be  taken  in  almost  all  the  reaches. 
In  the  vicinity  of  St.  Benet’s  Abbey,  and  down  to 
Thurne  Mouth,  sport  will  be  found  by  those  who  are 
out  yachting,  and  can  thereby  easily  sleep  near  and  be 
at  work  in  the  early  hours  ere  the  sun  rises.  Prospects 
excellent.— Egbert  Moll. 


Scotcli  Reports. 


Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.) 

During  the  past  week,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Quarton,  Dr 
Cnrror,  Eev.  A.  Dundas  Walker,  Mr.  James  Curror 
Mr.  Cunningham,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson,  Liverpool 
Eev.  E.  M.  Watson,  Dundee;  Dr.  Watson,  Edinburgh 
Mr.  A.  Watson,  Edinburgh;  Mr.  Ohlson,  London;  Mr 
Clay,  Matlock  ; Mr.  and  Miss  Taylor,  Liverpool ; Mr. 
Thompson,  and  Kev.  G.  D.  Douglas,  have  been  making 
capital  baskets  of  trout  on  Lochs  Boarland,  Gama, 
Veyatic,  Urigiel,  and  other  waters.  One  of  the  best 
baskets  of  the  week  was  made  on  Wednesday,  on  Loch 
Veyatie,  by  Dr.  Curror  and  Mr.  Curror,  who  lauded 
eighty  trout,  aggregating  351b.  On  Tuesday,  the  total 
take  was  5C0  trout,  1.551b. ; on  Wednesday,  586  trout, 
1611b.  ; on  Thursday,  276  trout,  69ilb.  ; on  jFriday,  443 
trout,  1121b..  and /eroa,  31b.;  and  on  Saturday,  about 
400  trout,  1081b.  The  total  basket  by  all  rods  during 
the  week  was  2673  trout,  aggregating  7231b.,  and  two 
Salma  ferojc.  121b.  It  should  be  stated  that  the  91b.  ferox 
of  Monday  was  by  mistake  in  last  report  attributed  to 
Dr.  Curror,  whereas  in  reality  it  was  landed  on  Loch 
Caina  by  Mrs.  Quarton.  On  Monday  this  week  the  sport 
was  as  follows  : Mr.  and  Mrs.  Quarton,  on  Loch  Urigill, 
ninety-four  trout,  26Jlb. ; Mr.  Dewar,  Perth,  sixty- 
seven  trout,  131b.  ; and  Dr.  Stacey,  Edinburgh,  thirty- 
six  trout,  7Jlb.  On  Loch  Cama,  Eev.  E.  D.  G.  Douglas 
and  Mr.  Thomson,  fifty-eight  trout,  19Jlb.  ; Mrs.  Ander- 
son and  Mr.  Taylor,  Liverpool,  fifty-seven  trout,  1941b.  ; 
and  Mr.  Anderson  and  Miss  Taylor,  Liverpool,  seventy- 
three  trout,  lOJlb.  Eev.  W.  Dundas  Walker,  on  Loch 
Bo;irlan,  had  thirty-six  trout,  81b.  Total  for  the  day 
421  trout,  1131b. — McB. 

Awe. — On  the  Taynuilt  Hotel  Waters  Dr.  Lowers 
(London)  and  Mr.  Davidson,  on  the  26th,  had  two  good 
baskets  of  sea-troat,  and  another  gentleman,  on  the 
24th,  had  a large  brown  trout  and  several  sea-trout. 
Sea-trout  are  numerous,  and  afford  excellent  sport  in 
the  evening. — D.  Macdonald. 

Ayrsliiue  Lochs  and.  Streams.— On  the  Ayrshire 
lochs  some  very  fair  sport  has  been  had  since  last  week’s 
notes.  Out  from  the  Eglington  Hotel,  Dalmellington, 
on  the  24th  lust.,  Messrs.  McDouall  and  Gurgan  killed 
fifty-four  yellow  trout,  weighing  12.Vlb.,  and  _ on  the 
same  day  Messrs.  Sharp  ani  party  had  sixty-six, 
weighing  141b.  4oz.  No  sport  has  been  had  on  the 
district  rivers.  Bain  has  fallen,  and  the  rivers  have 
been  improved  by  a rise  of  a foot  in  water.— Heather- 
bell. 

Berriedale  (Caithness). — Contrary  to  expectation, 
his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  who  arrived  here  ten 
days  ago,  is  at  his  seat,  Langwell  House.  The  Duke 
has  been  showing  his  anxiety  at  the  state  of  the  river 
mouth,  which,  as  I explained  some  time  ago,  is  at 
present  completely  closed.  Owing  to  the  tremendous 
amount  of  debris  silted  up,  there  is  no  available  means 
here  of  cleaning  the  opening  without  the  assistance  of  a 
good  spate,  and  the  smelts  still  remain  imprisoned  in  the 
pool  above.  They  are  to  all  appearance  strong  and 
healthy,  but  as  they  ought  to  be  in  the  sea  nearly  two 
months  ago,  they  must  feel  very  uncomfortable,  packed 


as  they  are  in  a pool  of  no  great  size.  Bain  has  fallen 
here,  but  has  made  no  dift'ercnce  in  the  river,  the  ground 
drinking  it  all  up  as  it  fell.— S.  Campbell. 

Border  Bsk. — Probably  the  longest  drought  on 
record  came  to  a partial  end  last  week,  and  hopes  arc 
now  entertained  that  a copious  ilownpour  will  soon 
revive  sport  in  the  Border  rivers.  As  yet  the  Esk  has 
only  risen  four  inches,  and  fish  are  still  prevented 
ascending  the  rivers,  despite  the  rain  of  the  past  week. 
There  have  been  few  takes  worth  recording  since  last 
report.  A few  sea  trout  have  been  got  in  the  upper 
reaches  with  both  worm  and  fly  by  Mr.  I'hos.  Irving,  of 
Langholm,  and  other  local  anglers.  Very  little  has  been 
done  in  the  middle  and  lower  reaches,  but  the  Liddle, 
since  the  middle  of  last  week,  has  shown  signs  of 
improvement,  although  it  is  still  very  low. — W.  A. 

Bimrannoch.  Hotel  (Hannoch,  N.B.)  - The  ipl- 
lowiug  sport  has  been  obtained  by  anglers  fromBuni’an- 
noch  Hotel,  on  Loch  Bannoch  ; — Mr.  Dean,  London,  had 
thirty-five  trout,  weighing  91b.  : Mr.  Mumford,  fifteen 
trout,  weighing  41b.  ; Mr.  Watt,  Cheshire,  had  two  dozen 
trout,  71b.  On  the  28th,  Mr.  Dean  bad  twenty-five  trout, 
Mr.  Mumford  eighteen  trout ; Mr.  S.  Spencer,  Northups- 
berland,  had  a nice  basket  of  trout,  including  a ferox  of 
51b  ; Mr.  Watt  had  two  dozen  trout,  and  Mr.  Batchelor, 
also,  had  a good  basket  of  trout. 

Carroll,  Easter  Ross  (Ardg'ay,  N.B.).— Mr.  W 
Allis-Smith,  of  Glencalvie,  and  others,  have  been  getting 
nice  baskets  of  trout  on  the  upper  waters.  On  Mondw, 
this  week,  the  Eev.  C.  L.  Kennoway  and  Bev.  A.  W. 
Parke,  Devonshire,  fished  the  Amat  Lodge  waters  from 
Balnagown  Arms  Hotel.  The  former  landed  a beautiful 
salmon  of  121b..  and  the  latter  hooked  one,  but  after 
some  play  it  broke  off.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Kennoway,  on 
same  water,  hooked  a salmon,  but  lost  it.  Elver  now  lu 
fair  order. — McB. 

Colb  Hotel  Lochs.— On  20th  ult.,  one  rod,  seven 
trout,  4|lb.  ; on  22nd,  two  rods,  twenty-three  trout, 
7jlb.  ; on 24th,  one  rod,  fifteen  trout,  61b.  ; on  26th,  two 
rods,  nineteen  trout,  7ilb.  Wind  north  all  last  ’"'eek, 
with  bright  sunshine  ; changed  to  south  to-day  (26thL 
Better  prospects  for  good  sport  if  it  remains.  Splendid 
sport  being  got  at  sea-fishing  in  evenings. — Mac. 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire). — Since  Friday  last  therivere 
have  been  rolling  down  in  magnificent  and  majestic 
splendour.  The  Dee  was  in  spate  on  Friday  and  Satur- 
day, and  has  got  the  much  needed  and  thorough 
out.  A good  run  of  salmon  came  away  on  the  first 
risings  of  the  river,  and  since  then  they  have  been  seen 
making  for  the  river  in  goodly  shoals.  Little  angling 
could  be  accomplished  in  the  exigences  of  the  flood  and 
the  unsettled  state  of  the  water.  On  the  WoodeM 
water,  Mr.  Watson’s  keeper  landed  a sea-trout  of  4)lb. 
The  grilse  are  not  improving  very  fast,  but  now  that  a 
fresh  impetus  has  been  given  to  fishing  interests  by  the 
welcome  rains,  they  may  he  expected  in  force.  The 
take  of  salmon  in  the  Aberdeen  harbour  nets  on  Monday 
morning  was  the  largest  of  the  season.  Two  hundred 
and  sixty-six  fiish  were  landed  from  their  stations  alone, 
scaling  in  the  aggregate  18001b. — Deesideb.  _ . 

Deveron  (Banifsbire). — This  river  is  now  in  fair 
spate  for  the  first  time  this  season,  and  the  vrater  on 
Saturday  last  was  running  over  the  dykes,  which  for  a 
good  many  weeks  have  been  quite  bare.  The  large 
accuoiulatioii  of  debris  that  has  acoumulited  during  the 
dry  season  in  the  river  bed  is  almost  swept  away.  Fish 
are  interrupted  a good  deal  by  the  shallowness  of  the 
water,  and,  although  they  have  commenced  ascending  ot 
late,  they  are  not  in  so  large  nuenbers  as  was  expected. 
In  the  meantime  there  is  a large  number  of  both  salmon 
and  grilse  on  the  coast.  In  the  beginning  of  the  present 
week  the  net  fishermen  on  the  river  killed  a few  grilse, 
the  first  got  on  the  river  tor  the  season.  .Several  salmon 
have  also  been  taken  from  the  lower  pools.  The  net 
fishing  oa  the  coast  showed  a marked  improvement  this 
week.  On  one  day  the  yield  increased  to  over  100 
salmon  and  grilse.  Prospects  in  future  are  encouraging 
both  on  sea  and  and  river.  At  Gardenstown  the  sea 
fishings  were  also  better  than  they  have  been  for  some 
time. — H.  W. 

Danbeath. — On  account  of  the  long  continued 
drought  not  a single  salmon  has  this  seas  m been  caught 
in  tfais  stream,  although  the  stake-net  fishermen  have 
had  a fairly  good  season.  Trout  anglers  have  had  pretty 
good  baskets.  It  is  hoped  that  the  rain  now  falling  will 
have  the  effect  of  making  it  yield  some  salmon.  A.  P. 

Esk. — A few  odd  sea  trout  have  been  taken  this 
week,  but  the  sport  is  much  under  the  average.  Herling 
are  appearing  in  the  waters  below  the  metal  bridge,  but 
they  have  not  got  mi  to  the  middle  waters.  Large 
quantities  of  sea  trout  are  in  the  pools. 

Forsmard  Hotel  (Sutherland). —The  following 
baskets  were  made  this  week  by  anglers  oat  from  this 
hotel : On  Monday,  Mr.  Herbert  Allport,  on  Loch  Leir, 
nine  trout  weighing  51b. ; Mr.  Horrooks,  on  Loch  Bad- 
den.  thirty  - seven  trout,  lOJlb.  On  Tuesday,  Mr, 
Herbert  Allport,  on  Loch  Bidden,  ninety  trout,  321b. 
Mr  Horrooks,  on  same  loch,  fifty-live  trout,  i8lb.  On 
Wednesday,  Mr.  Herbert  Allport,  on  Loch  Badden, 
seventy  trout,  241b.  ; Mr.  Horrooks,  on  Loch  Eii-lvuar, 
thirty-nine  trout,  141b. ; Mr.  Wm.  Allport,  on  Loch  Leir, 
eight  trout.  Gib.  On  Thursday,  Mr.  H.  AUport,  on  Loch 
Balden,  ninety  trout,  3IJlb.  ; Mr.  W.  Allport,  on  same 
loch,  fifty-two  trout,  201b.  ; Dr.  Cuff,  on  Loch  En-Buar, 
tweuty-two  trout,  9Jlb.  ; Mr.  Horrooks,  on  LoohClacken- 
geal  nine  trout,  41b.  ; Mr.  Foreman,  on  Loch  En-Buar, 
thirty-one  trout,  01b.  ; and  Mr.  P.  O.  Malloch,  Perth, 
on  same  loch,  eighty-seven  trout,  271b.,  both  Messrs. 
Malloch  and  Foreman  fished  out  of  the  same  boat.  On 
Friday  Mr.  Horrooks,  on  Loch  Leavio,  thirty-one  trout, 
101b. ; Mr.  W.  Allport,  on  Loch  En-Buar,  seventeen 
tront^Glb.  ; Dr.  Cuff',  on  same  loch,  eleven  trout,  41b.; 
Mr.  H.  Allport,  on  Loch  Taluheil,  thirteen  trout,  101b.  ; 
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Mr.  Malloch.  on  Loch  Badden,  102  trout,  341b.  ; Mr. 
Foreman,  on  same  loch,  fifty-six  trout,  201b.  On  Satur- 
day, Mr.  Malloch,  on  Loch  Coorach,  sixteen  trout,  91b.  ; 
Mr.  Foreman,  on  Loch  Achron,  nine  trout,  3Jlb.  ; Mr. 

H.  Allport,  on  Loch  Leir,  sixteen  trout,  91b.  ; Mr. 
Horrocks,  on  Loch  En-ltuar,  twenty-three  trout,  81b.  ; 
and  Dr.  Cuff,  on  Loch  Leven,  twenty-seven  trout.— Big 
Sandy  of  the  Blues. 

Inchuadampli. — June  20th,  Mr.  Usher,  Loch  Assynt, 
twenty-seven  trout,  121b.  ; Mr.  Cookson.  Loch  Assynt, 
forty  trout,  121b.  ; Mr.  Fry,  two  ferox  ; Messrs.  Allgood 
and  Straker,  Mid-Assynt,  sixty  trout,  201b.  21st,  Mr. 

Fry,  Loch  Awe,  forty  trout,  121b.  ; Messrs.  Allgood  and 
Straker,  Loch  Assynt,  thirty-six  trout,  121b. ; Mr. 
Cookson,  Mid-Assynt,  fifty-three  trout.  141b.  23rd, 

Mr.  Straker  and  Miss  Allgood,  Loch  Awe,  twenty-two 
trout,  101b. : Mr.  Allgood  and  Mrs.  Straker,  Mid-Assynt, 
forty  trout,  151b.;  Mr.  Cookson,  Ganavie,  sixty  trout, 
201b.  26th,  Mr.  Allgood  and  Mias  Allgood,  Loch  Awe, 
twenty-four  trout,  91b.;  Messrs.  Straker  and  Allgood. 
Mid-Assynt,  ninety-two  trout,  321b.  ; Mr.  Cookson  fished 
Loch  Assynt  for  three  hours,  and  caught  fourteen  trout, 
91b.— A.  Sutherland. 

Lairg  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  N.B .). — Some  very 
fine  baskets  were  made  on  the  hotel  waters  last  week. 
Undernoted  are  the  details  of  the  takes  : — On  Tuesday, 
last  week,  Messrs.  Douglas  (two  rods)  killed  fifty-three 
trout  weighing  211b.  on  Loch  Shin  ; Dr.  Douglas  and 
Mr.  Thompson,  on  the  same  loch,  caught  thirty-eight 
trout  weighing  131b. ; Mr.  Siiicer  had  twenty-eight  trout, 
101b.  ; Captain  Henderson,  fourteen  trout  weighing 
5 Jib.  ; and  a party  from  Ardgay  Hotel,  ten  trout,  51b. 
On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Copeland  fished  Loch  Shin,  and 
killed  one  Salmo  ferox  weighing  6Jlb.  and  fourteen  trcut 
weighing  71b. ; on  the  same  water  Captain  Henderson 
caught  half-a-dozen  trout,  3.jlb.,  and  Mr.  Burchardt 
nine  trout,  51b.  ; Messrs.  Douglas  and  Thompson  made 
a basket  of  twenty-tree  trout  weighing  131b.  on  Loch 
Beannoch.  On  Thursday,  Mr.  Copeland  made  a fine 
basket — one  Salmo  ferox  scaling  4|lb.,  and  twenty-two 
trout  weighing  lOlb.  ; Mr.  Spicer  killed  a lovely  ferox, 
which  weighed  8jlb.,  and  fourteen  trout,  51b.;  Mr. 
Douglas  and  Mr.  Thompson  caught  twenty-nine  trout 
weighing  101b.  on  Shinness  Bay  ; and  Dr.  Stacey  and 
Mr.  Dewar,  nineteen  trout,  61b.  Fair  baskets,  weather 
conditions  considered,  were  made  on  Friday  and 
Saturday.  On  Monday,  this  week,  Mr.  J.  W.  Meakin, 
fishing  Loch  Beannoch,  caught  eleven  fine  trout  weighing 
81b.  ; Captain  Henderson  killed  fourteen  trout,  51b.  ; 
Mr.  How'ard,  thirteen  trout,  5Jlb.  ; and  Mr.  Carlyon, 
seven  trout,  31b.,  all  on  Loch  Shin. — J.  Y. 

Loch  Ericht  (Dalwhinnie,  N.B.). — June  20,  Mr. 
Mitchel,  nine  trout;  Miss  Kerrick  and  friend,  twelve 
trout ; Mr.  Ludlow,  twenty-four  trout ; Mr.  Leatham, 
1041b.  ; Major  Pearson,  fourteen  trout ; Mr.  Robertson, 
thirty-three  trout ; Mr.  Sinclair.  61b.  21st,  Mr.  Mitchel, 
fourteen  trout ; Mr.  Leatham,  9|lb.  ; Miss  Kerrick,  91b. 
22nd,  Mr.  Leatham,  twenty-two  trout ; Mr.  Steel,  Perth, 
.sixteen  trout ; Mr.  Mitchel,  101b.  23rd,  Mr.  Wood, 

Carlisle,  twenty  trout ; Dr.  Robertson,  61b.  24th,  Mr. 

Wood,  thirty-four  trout ; Mr.  Steel,  thirty-seven  trout, 
ISlb.  ; Dr.  Robertson,  141b.  ; Mr.  Mitchel,  9lb.  ; Mr. 
Leatham,  131b.  : 26th,  Mr,  Steel,  fifty  trout,  231b.  ; Mr. 
Wembury,  Dundee,  eight  trout ; Mr.  Mitchel,  61b.  : Mr. 
Collier,  181b. — J.  M.  W. 

Lochinver  Hotels  (Lochinver,  Sutherland).— 

The  various  lochs  fished  at  this  centre  are  giving  very 
fine  sport.  The  following  are  some  of  the  baskets  : — 
On  Tuesday,  last  week.  Captain  Erskine  fished  Loch 
Fewn,  and  caught  fifty-one  trout,  weighing  151b.  : Mr. 
C.  H.  Mason,  London,  killed  four  dozen  trout,  weighing 
11  Jib.,  on  Loch  Beannoch;  while  on  Loch  Assynt,  Mr. 
James  Buckley  had  one  Salmo  ferox,  weighing  51b.,  and 
twenty-four  trout,  weighing  91b.  On  Tuesday,  Messrs. 
James  Buckley  and  Fred  Clegg,  fishing  Loch  Fewn,  had 
three  dozen  trout,  weighing  131b.  ; Mr.  C.  H.  Mason,  on 
Loch  Crocach,  had  thirty-nine  trout,  weighing  121b. 
On  Thursday,  Messrs.  Clegg  and  Buckley  c.iught  forty- 
eight  trout,  weighing  161b.,  on  Loch  Assynt;  and  Mr. 
C.  H.  Mason,  on  Loch  Crocach,  sixtj  -seven  trout,  weigh- 
ing 201b.  On  Friday,  Messrs.  Ja.s.  Buckley  and  4'. 
Clegg  made  an  excellent  basket  on  Loch  Fewn — seventy 
very  fine  front,  weighing  281b. 

Loclileven  (Kiuross). — The  long  looked-for  rain 
his  at  length  come.  The  average  weight  of  trout  taken 
has  improved  considerably,  while  the  captures  effected 
have  been  satisfactory.  Mr.  Archibald,  Tillicoultry  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Cameron,  Blairingone,  returned  on  Friday  witu 
a splendid  basket  of  forty-nine  trout,  which  weighed 
411b.,  and  on  the  following  day  Mr.  Y'ourg,  Aberdour, 
also  secured  forty  trout  of  371b.  8oz.  The  best  average 
basket  of  the  season  was  obtained  by  Mr.  Nisbet, 
London,  who  had  twenty-five  trout,  of  321b.  ; Mr. 
Wilson  and  Mr.  Ferguson,  Glasgow,  landed  ten  trout, 
131b..  in  two  and  a half  hours  : Mr.  Ogilvy,  Arndean, 
twenty-two  trout,  181b  ; Mr.  and  Miss  May  Taylor, 
Edinburgh,  twelve  trout,  121b.  ; Mr.  Graham, 
Edinburgh,  in  five  hours,  twelve  trout,  111b.  8oz. 
Mr.  Stewart,  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  R.  Haigh,  Blairhill, 
sixteen  trout,  141b.  4oz.  The  clubs  out  were  ; — Waver- 
ley  (twenty-one  rods)  total  116  trout,  961b.  ,5oz. ; first, 
Mr.  A.  Dixon,  twelve  trout,  111b.  2,jOz.  Pollokshields, 
five  rods,  twenty-six  trout,  181b.  6oz.  : first,  Mr.  Malcolm 
nine  trout,  61b.  6oz.  St.  Mirin,  Paisley,  eight  rods, 
thirty-six  trout,  ,381b.  9oz.  ; first,  Mr.  Eidie,  five  trout, 
61b.  12oz. — R.  B.  Laing. 

Loch.  Migdale  (Bonarhridge,  N.B.). — On  Wed- 
nesday, last  week.  Rev.  C.  L.  Kinnowing  and  party 
caught  sixteen  trout,  averaging  -|lb.  On  Monday,  this 
week,  Mr.  J.  MaePherson,  Bridge  Hotel,  landed  one 
dozen,  51b. : and  Mr.  Macintosh,  Gledfield,  two  and  a 
half  dozen,  8Jlb.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  MaePherson,  twelve 
trcut,  541b. — McB. 


Loch  Biannoch. — The  following  sport  was  obtained 
by  anglers  from  Dhualastair  Hotel.  June  21,  Doctors 
Aitchison  and  Mr.  Arnott,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  on  river, 
thirty  trout  ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kessler,  Manchester,  on 
loch,' seventeen  trout  ; Mr.  Greenland,  London,  fourteen 
trout;  Mr.  Gillespie.  Edinburgh,  seventeen  trout; 
Canon  Douglas  and  Mr.  Ferme,  East  Lothian,  sixty- 
three  trouh.  June  22,  Mr.  Ferme,  on  loch,  twenty-five 
trout ; Mr.  Kessler,  fourteen  trout.  June  23,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kessler,  on  loch,  twenty-two  trout;  Mr.  Cairns 
,and  friend,  Dunbar,  thirty-six  trout;  Mr.  Clay,  fourteen 
trout.  June  24,  Mr.  Kessler,  on  loch,  thirty-seven 
trout ; Mr.  Clay,  fifteen  trout  ; Drs.  Aitchison  and  Mr. 
Arnott,  on  river,  fifty-three  trout.  June  26,  Mr. 
Stauden.  Hants,  on  loch,  nineteen  trout,  one  weighing 
441b. ; Mr.  Clav,  twenty-seven  trout  : Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kessler,  ninetee'n  trout.  June  27,  Mr.  Kessler,  on  river, 
fourteen  trout. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 

During  the  past  week  Lochs  Shin,  Merkland,  Griam, 
&c.,  have  yielded  the  following  excellent  sport  : — On 
Monday,  Mr.  W.  Murray,  Bombay,  eighteen  trout,  91b. ; 
Rev.  Canon  Faber,  Doncaster,  sixty-three,  18Jlb.  ; 
Messrs.  Barton  and  Wilson.  Bewdley,  twenty-three, 
111b.  : Messrs.  Froggatt  and  Place,  Nottingham  (three 
hours  only),  forty-one,  141b.  ; Mr.  Waterall.  Notts, 
twelve.  51b.  ; Mr.  Oliver,  London,  twenty-one,  81b.  ; and 
Mr.  Chaytor,  along  with  Dr.  Addenbrook,  a nice  basket, 
fishing  off  shore.  On  Tuesday,  Rev.  Canon  Faber, 
fifty-six  trout,  19jlb.  ; Mr.  Murray,  thirty-nine,  14ilb.  ; 
Messrs.  Barton  and  Wilson,  thirty,  121b.  ; Mr.  Oliver, 
thirty-eight,  111b.;  Mr.  Place,  twenty-four,  111b.;  and 
Messrs.  Froggatt,  and  Waterall;  thirty-five,  181b.  On 
Wedne.sday,  Mr.  Oliver,  twenty-one  trout,  91b.  ; Rev. 
Canon  Faber,  twenty-five,  111b.:  Mr.  Froggatt, twenty- 
five,  101b. ; Messrs.  Waterall  and  Place,  thirty,  131b.  ; 
and  Mr.  Murray , twenty-eight,  11  Jib.  On  Thursday,  six 
rods  made  154  trout,  571b.  ; on  Friday,  five  rods,  eighty- 
six  trout,  491b.  ; and  on  Saturday,  five  rods,  127  trout, 
4741b.  In  six  days’  fishing.  Rev.  Canon  Faber  grassed 
296  trout,  1061b.  On  Monday  this  week,  Messrs. 
Murray  and  Oliver,  forty-one  trout,  2.51b. ; Mr.  Waterall, 
twelve,  51b.  : and  Captain  Murchison,  twenty-three,  lllb. 
—McB. 

Oykel  (Sutherland). — Next  to  nothing  has  been 
dona  on  this  river  during  the  past  two  months.  On 
Saturday  last  Mr.  MacLeod,  Langwell,  caught  the  first 
grilse  of  the  season,  a nice  fish  of  441b. — McB. 

Hhiconich  Hotel. — June  20,  Dr.  Webb,  Basing- 
stoke, No.  2,  fifty  trout,  211b.  ; Mr.  Kerr,  London,  Nos.  4 
and  5,  thirty-five  trout.  141b.  21st,  Dr.  Webb,  No.  3, 
forty-three  trout,  211b.  ; Mr.  Kerr,  No.  2,  fifty  trout, 
221b.  22nd,  Mr.  Digby,  Rev.  Mr.  Hammond,  and  Mr. 
Pears,  Norfolk,  No.  3,  12lb. ; Mr.  H.  F.  Kerr ; Dr. 
Webb,  sea  fishing,  one  sea  trout,  IJlb.,  one  grilse,  51b., 
cod,  ling,  &c.  23rd,  Mr.  Digby  and  party,  blown  off’  the 

loch,  got  141b.  trout;  Dr.  Webb,  No.  2,  twenty-nine 
trout,  131b.  ; Mr.  H.  F.  Kerr,  No.  3,  twenty-eight  trout, 
121b.  24th,  Dr.  Webb,  No.  3,  fifty-one  trout,  241b. ; Mr. 
H.  F.  Kerr,  half  hour  fishing,  three  trout,  2Jlb,  -.  Mr. 
Digby  and  party.  No.  2,  12lb.  26th,  Mr.  H.  F.  Kerr, 
No.  3,  thirty-five  tront,  191b.  ; Dr.  Webb,  Inchard,  one 
trout,  IJlb..  hooked  a grilse  and  lost  it.  Had  a few 
welcome  showers  during  the  week,  which  brought  the 
lochs  to  their  usual  height,  and  fish  began  going  up  the 
river. — J.  S. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (Scourie,  Lairg,  N.B.).— 
Considering  the  prolonged  drought  sport  on  the  hotel 
waters  has  been  good.  Fishing  Loch  Na-Clashfern,  Mr. 
L.  I veson,  London,  killed  thirty-one  trout  on  June  15; 
thirty-four  on  the  16th  ; fifty  trout,  101b.,  on  the  19th  ; 
and  thirty  trout.  91b.,  on  the  21st.  On  the  20th,  on 
Loch  Na  Brack,  the  same  angler  killed  seven,  2Jlb.  ; and 
on  the  22nd,  on  Mause  Loch,  he  had  five  trout.  On  this 
loch, on  the  23rd  and  24th,  Messrs.  Taylor  and  Buchanan, 
Glasgow,  had  fair  sport.  Messrs.  Mackinlay  and  Taylor, 
Glasgow,  got  some  excellent  sea  fishing  on  the  20th,  21st, 
and  22nd. — J.  Y. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — The  following  is  all  that 
has  been  done  since  last  reported  : — On  Thursday,  Miss 
Buxton,  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  made  a basket  of  trout, 
71b.  in  all ; on  Friday,  Col.  Upchar.  also  from  the  hotel, 
one  grilse,  4Jlb.  ; and  on  Saturday,  Airs.  Upchar,  three 
sea  trout,  31d. — McB. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  rain  so  long  and  so 
anxiously  looked  for  has  fallen,  and  will  doubtless  be  the 
means  of  giving  a fresh  impetus  to  angling.  The  summer 
migration  of  fish  were  afforded  an  excellent  opportunity 
to  run  up  during  the  “weekly  slap.’"  The  temperature 
is  very  changeable.  On  Sunday  last  snow  lay  on  the 
highest  points  of  the  Cairngorms.  The  river  had  fallen 
so  low  low  in  that  upland  district  that,  at  an  old  ford  at 
Boat  of  Insh  the  back  fin  and  part  of  the  body  of  a salmon 
was  observed  above  the  water,  while  washing  its  way  up 
to  Loch  Insh. — J.  M. 

Tongue  Hotel  Waters  (Tongue,  Sutherland, 

N.B.). — Sport  has  been  as  follows  during  the  past  week  : 
On  Monday,  Mr.  Parker,  London,  fishing  the  Kyle, 
killed  four  sea  trout,  weighing  7.11b.  (heaviest  fish  scaled 
31b.).  On  Loch  Slamm,  Mr.  Mac Artney, London,  caught 
eight  trout,  31b.  ; and  on  Tuesday'  the  same  angler  caught 
sixteen  brown  trout,  weighing  6lb.  On  Wednesday,  on 
the  Kyle,  Colonel  Smee,  London,  caught  seven  sea  trout, 
weighing  61b.  ; and  Mr.  Parker,  four  sea  trout,  weighing 
8jlb.  (heaviest,  fish  31b. 1.  On  Loch  Craggie,  on  Thurs- 
day, Colonel  Smee  killed  twenty-two  trout,  weighing 
91b.;  Mr.  Parker  caught  2Jlb.  trout;  Mr.  MacArtney 
tried  the  Kyle,  and  landed  a very  fine  sea-trout, 
which  scaled  51b.  On  Friday  Air.  AlacArtney  fished 
Loch  Na-Hacon,  and  caught  a dozen  trout,  averaging 
41b.  each.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Parker  caught  four  trout, 
2lb.,  on  Loch  Slamm;  and  Air.  AlacArtney,  on  L?ch 
Na-Hacon,  fifteen  brown  trout,  weighing  71b.— J.  Y. 


Tweed  and  Teviot. — Waltonians  have  had  rather 
better  sport  since  my  last  report,  owing  to  a twenty- 
four  hours’  rain,  which  set  in  on  Thursday  last;  this 
raised  the  Tweed  about  two  feet  and  a quarter,  the  rain, 
however,  having  no  such  effect  on  the  Teviot.  The 
freshet,  however,  has  done  a good  deal  of  good  in  the 
meantime,  and  it  will  also  have  admitted  of  the  ascent 
of  a number  of  fish  of  the  salmon  kind  to  the  lower 
waters.  A few  have  been  seen  making  their  way  up  the 
river  at  Kelso  Bridge,  but  not  many.  When  the  river 
was  falling,  after  the  flood,  some  capital  baskets  were 
got  with  minnow  and  worm.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Tait, 
fisherman,  Edenmouth  Cottage,  had  a fine  41b.  river 
trout,  besides  a good  basket,  in  all  141b.,  got  on  the 
Tweed.  Mr.  R.  Ormiston.  Haybank  House,  Kelso,  had 
also  a'bout  51h.  of  trout  the  same  day,  with  minnows  ; 
and  on  Wednesday  he  had  also  a good  few  trout.  All 
over,  however,  fair  takes  have  been  got,  and  many 
baskets,  of  from  31b.  up  to  81b.,  have  been  killed  on  the 
rivers.  The  weather  is  unsettled  at  present,  and  we  may 
have  another  flood  at  any  time. — Maxwheel. 

Usk  (at  Usk). — Only  one  salmon  has  been  captured 
this  week,  and  that  by  Mr.  R.  W.  Rickards,  of  the 
Priory,  Usk,  weighing  lOJlh.  The  water  rose  one  foot 
on  Thursday  morning,  and  a few  fish  were  observed 
moving  upwards,  but  if  rain  keeps  off  it  will  be  as  low 
as  ever  in  a day  or  so,  and  the  chances  of  sport  will  be 
out  of  the  question. — T. 

Irish  Reports. 

Ballinderry. — Angling  prospects  are  brightening,  as 
the  weather  has  broken  at  last.  Rain  fell  on  Alonday 
and  Tuesday,  but  not  sufficiently  heavy  to  aff'ect  the  river. 

Baim  (Toome  Bridge).  — Notwithstanding  dry 
weather,  fishermen  have  been  very  fortunate  on  above 
river.  Now  that  much  looked  for  rain  has  come  fisher- 
men visiting  Toome  Bridge  may  expect  good  baskets. 

Black  water,  Benburb  (co.  Tyrone).— There  is 
■ plenty  of  trout  in  the  pools,  but  they  are  fighting  very 
shy  of  the  anglers’  lines.  Mr.  John  Alills  had  a few 
brace  in  the  evening’s  fishing  over  the  deeps.  Under 
ordinary  circumstances  salmon  and  lake  trout  should 
now  be  running  up,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  there  is  not 
a sign  of  either.  A noble  brown  trout  of  61b.  is  lying  in 
one  of  the  pools. 

Lough  Currane  CWaterville,  Co.  Kerry).— Sport 
has  been  slack  owing  to  low  water  and  bright  sunshine. 
Among  the  best  baskets  for  the  past  week  were  one  of 
ten  white  trout,  got  by  Mr.  Sullivan,  and  another  of  nine, 
by  J.  Leary.  Salmon  are  numerous,  and  peal  are  now 
ascending  freely.  Rain  set  in  on  Monday,  and  good 
sport  is  expected  during  the  next  few  days. — Thos.  J. 
Denneht. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— A week 
of  alternate  heavy  rain  and  storm  ; but  the  river  is  not 
yet  anything  like  high  enough  for  salmon  fishing.  For 
grilse  fishing  the  water  is  in  fairly  good  trim,  however. 
The  professionals  on  the  free  salmon  and  trout  beats  are 
showing  the  rest  of  them  how  to  do  it— that  is,  how  to 
catch  fish.  This  week  they  have  killed  a goodly  number 
of  grilse,  although  the  water  has  been  somewhat  too 
low.  June  20,  J.  Johnson  and  YV.  Ives,  two  grilse, 
61b.  and  71b.  ; 21st,  three  grilse,  41b.  each,  and  one 
salmon,  6Jlb.  ; Frank  Jobnson,  two  grilse,  and 
two  on  the  20th  ; W.  Malone  and  'Tom  Grimes 
two  grilse,  71b.  and  51b.  ; an  English  angler,  on  the  pre- 
serves, had  seven  grilse.  22nd,  T.  Grimes,  two  grilse, 
3Jlb.  and  5Jlb. ; John  Johnson  and  V.  Ives,  on  the  free 
water,  four  grilse,  71b.,  fijlb.,  61b.,  51b.  23rd, 

W.  Malone  and  T.  Grimes,  before  breakfast,  on  the  free 
water,  three,  81b.,  61b.,  and  61b.  ; John  Johnson  and 
W.  Ives,  one  salmon,  91b.  ; an  English  angler,  two  grilse, 
on  the  preserves.  24lh,  Air.  Harold  M.  Courage,  on 
the  preserves,  two  grilse,  7ib.  and  6Jlb.  ; and  in  the 
evening  about  91b.  of  trout.  25th,  W.  Alalone  and  T. 
Grimes,  two  grilse,  81b.  and  51b.  26tb.  on  free  water, 

two  grilse,  6ib.  each;  T.  Grimes,  two  grilse,  71b.  and 
Sib.  ; W.  Ives,  one,  51b.  ; an  English  angler,  on  free 
water,  two  grilse.  27th,  W.  Alalone  and  T.  Grimes, 
three  grilse,  two  of  61b.  each  and  one  51b.  28th,  YY. 

Alalone  anU  T.  Grimes,  before  breakfast  on  the  pre- 
serves, three,  81b.,  6jlb.,  and  51b.  Tronting  on  the 
preserves  is  excellent.  Splendid  stock  of  salmon,  grilse, 
•and  trout  in  all  parts  of  the  river  here. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castle  Connell).— With  heavy  rain  for 
the  past  two  d;ays,  anglers  expect  a rise  of  water,  and.  in 
consequence,  an  improvement  in  sport.  On  Doonass  Air. 
H.  Hodges’ men  one  peal  4T  5.,  on  21st  ult. ; onesalmon, 
91b.,  24th  ; one  peal,  441b.,  on  27th.  Air.  G.  YV.  Green- 
hill,  on  Prospect,  got  one  peal,  SJlb.,  on  21st;  one  peal, 
41b.,  on  24th  ; two  peal,  31b.  and  3.41b.,  on  27th.  Air. 
B.  L.  Alarples,  on  Newgarden,  gotone  peal,  31b.,  on21st ; 
one  peal,  31b.,  on  22nd;  one  peal,  41b.,  on  23rd;  three 
peal,  31b.,  41b.,  and  51b.,  on  the  24th  ; one  peal,  2|lb.,  on 
26th  ; and  two  peal,  2.41b.  and  4Jlb..  on  27th.  On  Wood- 
lands, Captain  Bayly  got  two  peal,  41b.  and  51b.,  on  23rd ; 
one  salmon,  12Jlb.,  on  26th  ; and  one  salmon,  371b.,  on 
27th.  On  Summerhill  and  De  Burgho,  Airs.  E.  T.  Ingham 
killed  one  peal,  21b.,  on  22ad  ; two  peal,  51b.  and  61b., 
on  26th.  Air.  Ingham,  on  same  water,  killed  one  peal, 
41b.,  on  23th. — J.  Enright  and  Son,  Castleconnell. 

■Westmeath  Lakes,  Mullingar.— The  second  rise 
of  Green  Drake  is  beginning  to  appear  on  Lough  Ennell, 
and  towards  evtning  of  each  day,  the  flies  become  fairly 
numerous.  A few  trout  have  been  already  taken,  but 
the  fishing  will  not  bo  of  much  importance  for  ten  days 
or  so,  until  Harries  (daddy-longlegs),  Cinnamons, 
Ambers,  and  other  flies  are  more  in  evidence.  Some 
Green  Drake  are  also  to  be  had  on  Lough  Derravaragh, 
and  there  is  good  average  pike  fishing  to  be  obtained  on 
this  lake  at  the  present  time.  The  recent  abundant 
rains  will  greatly  benefit  the  fishing.— T.  J.  YV. 
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NOTICE. 
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the  Provinces. 
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Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland  ...  ...  ...  lOs.  (Id. 

,,  Six  Months  ditto  ditto  5s.  4d. 
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To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  sub- 
scription, including  postage...  ...  ...  12s.  Gd. 


Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  bo  ad- 
dressed to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address.— “B.IVS AM,  London.” 
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ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  JULY  8th,  1893. 


SALMON,  GRILSE,  AND  SEA-TROUT. 

MIDSUMMER  ANGLING  RESORTS. 

By  W.  Murdoch. 

Last  week,  albeit  in  the  briefest  possible 
manner,  I had  the  pleasure  of  referring  in  these 
columns,  for  the  guidance  of  the  tourist  angler, 
to  a number  of  fisheries  in  the  north  and  High- 
lands of  Scotland,  whereon  with  the  water  in  ply 
and  the  season  a normal  one  in  respect  of  the 
head  of  fish  forward,  the  angling  for  what  we 
term  the  migratory  or  anadromous  Snlmonidcc  is 
invariably  best  some  time  or  other  in  July  or 
early  in  August — in  respect,  that  is  to  say,  for 
the  fish  of  the  true  summer  migration.  To  most 
of  the  fisheries  in  cjuestion,  as  also  to  others,  I 
should  like  on  the  present  occasion  to  make  a 
somewhat  fuller  reference.  My  honest  convic- 
tion is  that  all  guidance  should  be  opportune; 
therefore  it  is  that  I now  offer  it  to  those  little 
acquainted  or  wholly  unacquainted  with  the 
north  and  Highlands  of  Scotland  who  contem- 
plate having  in  these  jiarts  a holiday  this  summer 
to  be  spent  principally  in  angling,  and  that  for 
Ihe  migratory  Salmeinidw.  I cannot  too  strongly 
urge  the  majority  of  anglers  to  get  earlier  in  the 
season  than  they  have  hitherto  done  to  the  High- 


lands and  north.  It  is  all  quite  true  that  I say; 
year  after  year  it  invariably  is  found  that  the  liest 
of  the  summer  fishing  for  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea- 
tront  such  as  is  got  on  free,  permit,  and  day- 
rented  waters  is  practically  over  before  the 
tourist  anglers  are  found  to  be  flocking  in  greatest 
numbers  to  these  northern  parts.  If  it  is  really 
the  wish  of  the  most  of  them  that  they  should 
obtain  the  best  sport  to  be  had,  then  it  follows 
that  they  must  he  on  the  spot  at  the  right  time — 
must  hold  it  of  far  greater  importance  to  be 
])resent  in  the  right  month  than  during  later  and 
more  fashionable  months. 

Before  proceeding  with  my  few  remarks  con- 
cerning the  different  fisheries,  I take  the  liberty 
of  repeating  in  substance  some  hints  which 
before  I have  given  in  this  paper  to  parties  look- 
ing out  for  new  or  fresh  fishing  grounds  ; in  the 
hope  that  to  such,  as  well  as  to  the  entire  stranger 
to  Scotland,  and  the  comparative  beginner,  they 
may  in  some  measure  be  useful  should  occasion 
arise  for  possessing  an  absolute  knowledge  of 
the  facts. 

First,  then,  it  sliould  be  ascertained  when  the 
particular  fisheries  thought  of  being  fished  are 
wont  to  give  their  best,  or  about  their  best,  fishing 
for  summer.  Second,  as  no  angler,  however 
splendid  a hand,  should  estimate  himself  better 
than  an  average  rod,  he  ought  (in  the  case  of  let 
fishings)  to  satisfy  himself  as  to  the  probability 
of  sport,  by  ascertaining,  before  negotiating 
further,  what  the  average  take  from  the  fishery 
at  the  particular  time  he  means  to  fish  has  been 
daily  or  weekly  to  one  rod — not  any  specially 
crack  rod — in  the  two  or  three  jears  most 
recently  gone  by.  lb  is  invaluable  that  such 
particulars  should  be  forthcoming.  Everyone, 
be  he  hotel-keeper,  factor,  agent,  or  proprietor, 
who  lets  fishings  for  long  or  short  periods  should 
keep  full  and  accurate  records  of  the  sport 
obtained  year  after  year,  and  cheerfully  furnish 
particulars  of  the  same  to  those  who  apply  for 
them.  Third  (and  purely  in  the  case  of  hotels  or 
“ permit  ” fishings),  those  who  do  not  care  to 
hang  about  getting  no  sport  by  reason  of  low 
water  or  waiting  for  fish  to  “ come  up,”  but  who 
are  in  a position  to  bundle  up  and  get  away  to 
their  fishing  at  any  moment  they  like,  would  do 
well  to  defer  starting  until  receipt  is  had  of  a 
wire  to  the  effect  that  the  water  is  getting  into 
right  ply.  This,  however,  may  sometimes  cut 
one  out  of  a good  gillie  or  boatman  (and  a very 
decided  loss  this  is  to  the  entire  stranger),  since 
others  may  arrive  earlier  on  the  spot  and  secure 
all  the  hands  that  are  worth  having.  Fourth,  if 
the  angler  intends  to  stick  to  one  place  for  the 
whole  of  his  holiday,  he  should  make  the  most 
careful  inquiry  concerning  at  least  three  or  four 
different  places,  and  the  place  that  he  fancies 
will  suit  him  best,  provided  he  is  satisfied 
that  all  the  information  to  hand  concerning  it 
is  genuine,  is  the  one  that  he  certainly  should 
select.  Fifth  (and  in  every  case),  if  the  in- 
formation as  to  the  season  and  the  probabilities 
of  sport  does  not  satisfy  the  intending  angler, 
a disinterested  party  having  intimate  acquain- 
tance with  all  the  facts  should  be  consulted. 
Sixth,  be  sure  when  treating  with  parties 
who  have  fishings  to  let  that  they  give  you  a 
definite  promise  of  the  services  of  thoroughly 
competent  men,  acquainted  with  all  the  ins  a.nd 
outs  of  the  fishings  and  fisheries,  as  gillies  or 
boatmen.  This,  to  the  stranger  or  tyro,  is  next 
in  importance  to  ascertaining  that  the  time  of 
the  year  it  is  intended  to  fish  is  the  best,  or  about 
the  best  time  of  all,  ceeteris  parihus.  Seventh, 
ascertain,  if  you  are  an  “economist,”  the  distance 
of  the  fishing  from  the  place  of  your  prospective 
“put  up,”  or  distances  of  the  respective  points  or 
beats;  the  terms  for  driving  (if  necessarj),  the 
charge  for  boat  (if  used),  and  (in  the  case  of 
hotels)  the  whole  outlay  you  will  have  to  bear  in 
respect  of  gillies’  fees,  flasks,  feeding,  and  the 
fishing.  Eighth,  know  how  yon  will  be  situated 
with  regard  to  the  scope  and  choice  of  water — 
whether  you  will  always  get  on  to  the  best  water 
whenever  yon  like,  or  whetlier  you  will  have  to 
take  your  turn  with  others,  or  liave  your  chance 
decided  by  the  ballot.  Ninth,  find  if  the  fishing 
is  free,  what  extent  of  water  tliere  is  for  it,  how 
many  rods  are  usually  on  it,  and  so  satisfy 
yourself  as  to  whether  there  will  be  a danger  of 
hustling  or  a likelihood  of  the  best  casts  being 
always  or  frequently  overcrowded  and  over- 
flogged. Tentli,  he  pleasant  with  your  gillie 


and  ready  to  he  guided  by  liim,  treat  liim 
well,  liberally  if  yon  will,  and  he,  if  a man 
who  knows  his  place  and  duty  tlioroughly, 
will  be  keen  as  mustard,  and  do  his  entire 
utmost  to  repay  you  by  putting  you  on 
sjjort;  but,  until  yon  know  your  man  sufficiently, 
do  not  be  extra  familiar  with  him  or  you  may 
have  cause  to  me  it,  should  he  he  one  of  those 
liotel  gillies  wlio  have  too  many  masters  in  tlie 
course  of  a season,  and  who  not  infrequently,  if 
their  iieads  are  wrongly  screwed  on,  requite  your 
kindness  by  failing  in  the  manners  expected  of 
them,  and  in  doing  as  they  should  the  duties 
they  are  paid  for.  Eleventh,  if  you  fish  hotel 
water,  or  permit  water,  which,  at  all  times,  yon 
and  all  the  other  rods  can  range  over  as  you  like, 
try,  the  whole  of  yon,  to  work  harmoniously 
together,  understanding  thoroughly  amongst 
yourselves — that  everyone  may  find  matters  most 
pleasant — when,  where,  and  how  each  one  is  to 
fish,  that  he  may  not  be  in  the  way  of  the  other. 
Twelfth,  do  not,  if  you  satisfied  yourself  that  you 
went  to  your  fishing-place  at  the  right  time,  that 
you  were  not  taken  in  by  the  information  you 
got,  get  splenetic  and  abuse  your  host,  the  factor, 
the  proprietor,  your  friend,  or  whoever  gave  you 
the  information  ; do  not,  I say,  abuse  or  speak  ill 
of  one  or  the  other  behind  his  back,  should  you, 
from  the  water  becoming  too  high  or  too  low,  not 
have  such  good  sport  as  yon  had  counted  on 
obtaining.  Thirteenth,  use  the  right  tackle  and 
the  right  lures,  and,  as  to  these  and  how  to  fish 
under  different  conditions,  always  cheerfully  give 
and  never  be  above  receiving  information.  Let 
there  be  no  jealousy  ; let  the  old  familiar  hands 
(on  hotel  fisheries  especially)  heartily  welcome 
the  new  comers ; Ut  all  compare  notes  freely  and 
truthfully,  and  let  the  most  successful,  as  is 
seemly  and  noble  and  well-becometh  brethren  of 
the  gentle  art,  do  everything  that  in  them  lies  to 
make  their  less  successful  companions  as  success- 
ful as  themselves. 

Drat  it ! These  preliminary  remarks  I find  I 
have  spun  out  to  a length  so  great  as  to  prevent 
me  from  obtaining  on  the  present  occasion  in  the 
fiercely  contested-for  columns  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  such  further  amount  of  space  as  I would 
require  for  the  matter  which  I have  sketched  out 
concerning  the  number  of  fisheries  I had  intended 
to  treat  of.  But  though  my  observations  must, 
therefore,  be  deferred  until  next  week,  there  are 
fisheries  that  were  omitted  by  me  last  week  to  be 
mentioned  that  I would  now  name  in  order  that 
anglers  intending  to  tour  may  know  of  them  and 
make  any  inquiries  about  them  if  they  care.  They 
are : Reaches  of  Feugh,  River  Lyon,  angling 
from  Kenmore  hotel ; the  estuary  of  the  Ythan  ; 
the  nether  reaches  of  theUgie;  the  lower  and 
tidal  lengths  of  the  Lossie,  Spey,  and  Nairn;  the 
Kyle  of  Sutherland  about  Inveran  and  Bonar 
Bridge;  the  tideway  of  the  Fleet;  the  tideway 
of  the  Brora;  the  Kyle  of  Tongue;  the  Kyle  of 
Durness;  the  sea  pools  of  the  Dionard  and  Naver; 
Loch  Garbet  Beg,  Inchard  and  Loch  Sandwood  at 
Rhiconich  ; the  Duartmore  river  and  lochs  at 
Scourie ; Loch  Maree  ; Loch  Shiel ; and  the  Nether 
Awe  sea-trout  angling.  On  all,  save  a few,  of 
these  fisheries  the  angling  is  principally  for  sea- 
trout.  In  some  instances  it  is  preserved  in  so  far 
that  permission  to  enjoy  it  has  to  be  obtained 
from  private  parties,  but  in  all  the  other  cases 
hotel  residence  carries  the  right  to  it. 


A Practic.yl  Present. — Prom  a letter  recently 
received  from  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  of  Aln- 
wick, Northumberland,  we  extract  the  following  : 
“We  forwarded  to  the  Princess  Victoria  of  Teck, 
a wedding  present  a few  days  ago,  of  one  of  our 
“ Compressed”  Cane  Built  Rods,  Reel,  and  Line, 
and  we  have  received  a letter  from  H.R.H.  the 
Duchess  of  Teck,  thanking  us  for  the  kind 
present  to  H.S.H.  Princess  Victoria  of  Teck,  and 
to  say  that  H.S.H.  has  much  pleasure  in  accept- 
ing Compressed  Cane  Built  Pishing  Rod,  Reel 
and  Line.” 

The  prize-taking  members  of  Border  and  South 
of  Scotland  Angling  Clubs  that  had  competitions 
“ on  ” recently,  made  good  baskets  as  a rule. 
The  small  burns  were  extensively  laid  under 
tribute,  and  it  was  chiefly  from  them  that  the 
prize  baskets  were  secured  ; but  the  trout,  it 
ought  to  bo  mentioned,  were  very  tiny  things. 
One  first  prize  taker  had  a basket  of  140  trout, 
weighing  201b. 
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ON  TJ^IJGII  PERG. 

lei'ord  ol'  ruined  hopes,  of 


THE  MAY-ETA’ 

Ha\  E we  to  indiie  a . 

bright  dreams  dis])elled,  of  great  expectations 
cruelly  crushed  by  the  saddening  results  of  each 
succeeding  disappointing  day  ? Some  of  us  think 
so,  but  old,  experienced  bands  tell  us  we  strung 
our  hopes  too  high,  forgetting  there  is  nothing 
certain  about  the  day  except  the  unexpect^. 

On  May  11,  having  learned  that  the  fly  was 
fully  up  on  the  celebrated  Derg  (Shannon),  we 
started  from  Athlone  in  the  good  yacht  Lucinda, 
with  two  fishing-boats  in  tow,  and  a not  ill-sup- 
plied larder  on  board,  and  after  falling  some  tour 
miles  down  the  river,  with  a rather  unsatisfactory 
wind,  we  met  with  our  first  incident  by  ruiinmg 
well  aground  on  the  Leinster  shore.  Our  leading 
hand,  a finished  yachtsman,  stormed  and  even 
swore;  the  rest  of  us,  mere  land-lubbers,  by  the 
way.  who  did  not  know  a halyard  from  a hand- 
spike, rather  enjoyed  it.  We  hailed  it  as  a break 
in  the  monotony  of  zig-zagging  over  fifty  or  sixty 
yards  of  river,  each  turn  involving  a pulling  and 
hauling  at  ropes,  which  looked  and  felt  uncommonly 
like  hard  work,  the  more  as  one’s  knuckles  got 
steadily  barked  one  by  one  in  desperate  attempts 
to  wind  ropes  round  certain  infernal  little  double 
headed  sticks,  closely  resembling  a wide-headed 
T with  a very  short  stem,  in  order  to  keep  them 
from  slipping.  There  was  just  room  round  the 
short  necks  of  these  instruments  of  torture  for 
one  turn  of  rope  and  your  finger,  and  generally 
the  finger  got  in  first.  We  expect  to  carry 
of  the  scars  of  that  trip  till  the  season  of  189 -i 
anyway,  when,  we  have  no  doubt,  they  will  be 
renewed,  for  the  little  experience  we  have  gained 
will,  of  course,  becpiite  forgotten  by  that  time.  But 
CAir  “ captain  ” cut  our  jubilation  short.  We 
dropped  those  wretched  ropes  and  rubbed  our 
hands— though  very  gently  for  obvious  reasons— 
with  glee  as  we  saw  him  haul  down  the  sails,  and 
place  an  anchor,  with  a long  rope  attached  to  it,  in 
one  of  the  boats.  (Here,  as  we  think  of  it,  we  shall 
make  a certain  statement,  and  have  done  with  it. 
We  are  well  aware  that  ropes  and  sticks  on  ships 
and  yachts  are  not  called  “ ropes”  and  “sticks,”  but 
we  absolutely  and  most  emphatically  decline  to 
indulge  in  nautical  jargon  and  technicalities.  It 
is  bad  enough  to  have  one’s  hands  lacerated  to 
the  bone  at  every  angle — and  I never  knew  how 
many  angles  there  were  on  the  human  hand 
before — without  calling  the  gnarled  iron  rope  that 
did  it  a “ sheet.”  Sheet,  indeed  ! What  name  is 
that  for  such  an  instrument  of  blood  and  torture  r) 
Well  our  captain  betook  himself  to  the  opposite 
bank,  or  near  it,  and  throwing  his  anchor  out, 
rowed  back,  bringing  the  end  of  the  long  rope  on 
board.  He  then  coolly  betook  himself  to  the  end 
of  the  long  stick  that  projects  from  the  mast 
over  the  side,  and  amused  himself  swinging  on  the 
end  of  it,  and  swearing  at  us  for  not  pulling  hard 
enough.  I never  pulled  so  in  my  life,  and 
my  unfortunate  back  reminds  me  of  it  to  this 
day.  My  hapless  comrades  did  not  spare  them 
selves  either.  At  last  the  rope  began  to  come  in, 
and  hope  rose  within  us.  But  it  was  only  the 
anchor  coming  towards  ns,  and  despair  fell  upon 
us  once  more,  and  the  rope  dropped  from  our 
burning  palms.  The  tyrannical  captain  yelled  at 
us,  and,  driven  to  desperation,  one  of  us  ventured 
to  expostulate,  and  even  went  so  far  as  to  hint 
that  he  always  thought  there  was  something  like 
a windlass  on  board  ships  for  odd  jobs  like  the  one 
we  were  on.  The  idea  of  a mere  landsman  like  him 
daring  to  “ think  ” under  the  circumstances  was 
too  much  for  our  merciless  captain,  and,  alter  ore 
peal  of  heartless  laughter,  he  grew  sarcastic  and 
scathing.  Maddened  at  this,  we  seized  the 
wretched  rope  once  more,  and  pulled  and  pulled 
till  our  bedimmed  sight  was  blotted  out 
perspiration,  till  cur  muscles  cracked  and  ached 
like  those  of  some  wretch  at  examination  on  the 
rack,  till  exhausted  nature  could  stand  no  more, 
and  we  leaned  against  each  other  for  sup]iort,  and 
opened  our  throbbing  hands  lor  relief.  But  the 
rope  stuck  to  the  plastic  flosli,  and  felt  like  a bar 
of  red-hot  iron. 

At  last,  as  the  sun  was  kissing  the  western 
horizon,  and  our  captain’s  stentorian  voice  had 
gradually  sunk  to  a hoarse  whisper,  she  moved, 
and  in  a few  minutes  her  bow  was  over  tbe 


anchor,  and  we  dropped  exhausted  on  the  deck. 

Our  captain  came  on  board  and  led  us  down 
stairs.  We  opened  the  whiskey  case,  and  with 
feeble  voice  confessed  to  each  other  that  the  ipys 
of  yachting  were  something  to  live  for,  something 

to  look  forward  to.  i n i 

Nmht  fell  upon  us  as  we  cleared  banaglier 
Bridge,  and  the  exquisite  song  of  the  reed 
sparrow  quickly  lulled  us  to  rest,  as  our  craft  lay 
amonof  the  reeds  and  rushes  on  the  margin  of  the 
noble  river.  We  have  no  desire  to  overwhelm 
the  reader  with  an  inordinate  amount  of  sack  to 
our  balfpen’orth  of  bread,  but  it  would  be  un]ust 
to  the  delightful  songster  who  made  the  two 
nights  we  passed  on  the  river  melodious  with  the 
sweetest  bird  music  to  which  I have  ever  listened 
if  we  were  to  pass  him  by  without  notice.  We 
did  not  hear  him  on  the  lake,  although  anchored 
close  to  a reedy  shore. 

We  reached  Portumna  our  second  evening  out 
ithoiit  further  incident,  and  taking  advantage 
of  a fair  breeze,  bote  down  the  lake  from  theie 
some  six  or  seven  miles,  anchoring  in  a small 
and  almost  land-locked  nook  on  the  Connaught 
side  under  a small  thick  wood,  without  sign  of 
human  habitation  near,  and  made  some  prepara- 
tions before  turning  in  for  commencing  opera- 
tions on  the  morrow.  Uur  captain  occupied  what 
he  called  the  “ fok’stl,”  which  was  also  our  kitchen, 
the  rest  of  us  were  in  the  cabin,  and  very  snug 
and  comfortable  and  roomy  it  was.  We  had  also 
takenalafge  waterproof  for  our  roof  intheevent  of 
rain,  and  a very  happy  thought  it  proved.  Giir 
watch-dog,  an  honest  old  retriever,  lay  outside 
tbe  door,  and  during  the  day  kept  w.atch  and 
,ard  (generally  asleep)  in  the  cabin  while  we 

were  away.  , • , i 

)-5aturday  (our  opening  day)  broke  bright  and 
warm,  with  very  light  southerly  breezes,  and  we 
all  went  ashore  to  explore  and  gather  firewood, 
as  "we  bad  i^esolved  to  breakfast  near  the  wood, 
the  weather  being  so  fine.  We  were  also  fojHi- 
nate  enough  to  find  a plentiful  supply  of  fly 
among  the  underwood,  and  as  the  morning  wore 
on  the  supply  increased.  Our  chart  told  us  that 
two  small  adjacent  islets,  close  under  one^  of 
which  our  yacht  lay,  were  called  the  “ bpa 
” and,  reconnoitring  near  the  corner 
wood  we  soon  discovered  the  reason, 
to  the  water,  in  a slight  hollow 
ui  Duc  pasture  land  which  extends  from  it 
tor  some  little  distance  when  it  degenerates  into 
bog  which  stretches  around  for  miles,  were  four 
sm"all  wells,  or,  rather  more  correctly,  two  pair  of 
wells  as  their  character  and  proximity  seemed  to 
indicate.  H.  discovered  them,  and  averred  he 
did  it  by  tbe  smell.  Undoubtedly,  if  a man  had 
water  on  his  premises  which  exhaled  the  odour 
that  one  pair  of  these  wells  reeked  of,  he  would 
certainly  be  prosecuted  under  some  Sanitary  Act 
or  other.  But  when  great  Nature  does  a thing 
like  this  in  her  own  wise  fashion,  grateful  pil- 
grims wend  their  weary  way  for  miles  to  drink 
and  be  poisoned.  They  were  shallow,  and  covered 
with  a forbidding- looking  film.  A well-worn 
path  lead  to  them  over  the  bog,  and  we  afterwards 
learned  they  were  in  great  request.  One  pair  had 
a powerful  odour  of  rotten  eggs,  and  the  colour 
of  the  Clyde  below  Glasgow.  What  it  tasted  like 
I shudder  to  think  of,  but  I saw  a man  drink  a 
pint  of  it  before  my  eyes  with  evident  relish,  and 
nothing  immediately  fatal  followed  either,  i 
even  saw  him  alive  and  well  a week  after,  but 
whether  he  still  lives  1 have  no  means  of  deter- 
mining. The  water  of  the  other  pair  tasted  like 
ink,  and  was  clear  enough.  We  sipped  a little 
of  it,  and  a taste  for  it  grew  on  us  before  we 
left  our  anchorage,  so  that  a visit  to  the  bpa 
became  in  time  the  recognised  first  function  of 
the  morning  with  three  of  us.  We  finally  chatted 
poor  so  much  over  his  abstention  that,  over- 
coming his  repugnance,  he,  one  morning,  came 
ashore  and  drank  as  deeply  as  the  rest  of  us. 
But  he  made  a mistake,  and  did  not  go  fish  that 
day  till  evening.  You  have  to  commence  a course 
of  these  waters  with  small  doses  or  you  11 
remember  it. 

Breakfast  concluded  and  l!y  gathered,  we 
started,  II.  and  I occupying  one  boat,  the  captain 
and  Y.  the  other.  And  itow  a word  about  our 

party.  , ,, 

captain  was  the  senior  or  ns,  and  is  well 
round  the  corner  of  two  score,  lie  has  been  a 
"dapper”  since  childhood,  and  in  dexterity, 
observation,  and  judgment  is  ]ierhnps  without  a 
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Close 
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rival  on  the  Shannon.  His  skill  in  casting  the 
live  fly  in  a calm  is  something  to  be  seen.  He  is 
full  of  resource  and  patient  perseverance,  knows 
no  fear  of  wind  or  weather,  and  is  a powerful 
oarsman,  to  whom  fatigue  is  a stranger.  A®  were 
altogether  in  his  hands,  and  felt  we  could  not  be 
in  better,  for  although  we  had  fished  Derg  little 
if  at  all  before  this  visit,  his  calling  had  made 
him  cognizant  of  the  resources  and  character  of 
every  yard  of  the  lake.  He  was  the  intimate 
acquaintance  of  many,  and  the  near  relative  of 
some,  who  had  been  fishing  Derg  for  years  past. 

We  found  his  information  never  at  fault. 

H has  been  a keen  and  successful  angl^  tor 
years.  He  has  dapped  since  he  was  first  able^to 
hold  a rod,  some  thirty  odd  years  ago,  and  has 
little  to  learn  about  this  department  ot  the  cratt. 

But  he  is  a very  hard  striker.  I .,  the  youngest 
member  of  the  party,  was  mere  tyro,  but  eager 
and  intelligent,  and  if  at  first  the  captain  had  to 
put  on  his  drakes,  and  his  light  blow  line  would 
foul  his  top  or  joints  a little  more  frequently  than 
usual,  he  improved  in  these  particulars  as  the 
time  wore  on,  and  fished  as  close  as  the  bes  . y 
own  experience  of  dapping  has  been  1 muted  to 
a few  days  the  last  few  seasons,  but  there  seeins 
to  me  to'be  very  little  in  it  indeed  of  an  esoteric 
kind,  or  that  any  angler  cannot  learn  in  ten 

™T^miie  from  our  anchorage  we  rounded  the 
point  of  Rossmore  Bay,  and  this  shoulder  ot  the 
lake  we  fished  almost  daily  during  our  stay,  it 
is  full  of  islets  and  shoals,  especially  inshore,  and 
is,  perhaps,  one  day  with  another,  the  best  fishing- 
ground  on  the  upper  portion  of  the  lake.  1 
learnt  from  Mr.  G.,  a gentleman  from  Roscommon, 
that  it  was  “ discovered”  by  him  the  year  before 
last.  It  appears  that  wandering  down  the  lalte 
that  season  in  his  yacht,  without 
guidance,  his  eye  rested  on  this  place  a likely- 
looking  spot,  and  so  he  anchored  and  tried  his 
luck  accordingly.  He  did  vvell,  and  was  inclined 
to  congratulate  himself  on  his  good  fortune,  when 
towards  evening  a passing  boat  hailed  him  and 
asked  what  he  was  doing.  On  learning  that  he 
was  fishing  he  was  warned  against  losing  his  time 
there,  and  Mount  Shannon  was  mentioned  as  the 
true  Mecca  of  an  angler’s  aspirations.  I hither 
he  promptly  went  next  day,  and  gave  the  place 
a trial,  learning  all  he  could  about  it  ^7  “jqu'ries 
the  while.  One  day  satisfied  him,  and  back  he 
went  to  Rossmore,  where  he  pegged  away  till  the 
season  closed.  On  comparing  notes  with  others 
he  found  he  had  chosen  wisely.  Last  season  he 
had  as  many  as  six  boats  at  a time  on  this  water 
keeping  him  company.  This  year  he  has  counted 
seventeen,  our  party  contributing  two  o • 

He  professes  his  intention  to  go  there  again  next 
year  if  all  goes  well.  . 

About  eleven,  H.  and  I commenced  operations 
with  a strong  sun  and  light  breeze.  Sometimes 
the  breeze  fell  so  much  that  dapping  fioi 
useless,  the  fly  resting  on  the  water  a 
from  the  boat.  But  to  give  even  the  'weathei  its 
due,  we  scarcely  had  one  hour’s  absolutely  hope- 
less fishing,  while  passing  clouds  and  occasional 
freshnings  of  the  breeze  gave  us,  on  the  whole,  a 
very  fair  fishing  day. 

Before  we  were  many  minutes  on  the  water 
two  things  struck  us  forcibly,  and,  alas  . con- 
tinued so  to  strike  us  till  we  weighed  anchor 
for  home— i.e.,  the  absence  of  flies  and  the  absence 

°^Now^'one  cannot  be  too  definite  in  a thing  of 
this  sort.  “ No  trout  rising,”  or  a “ bad  rise, 
means  one  thing  to  one  man,  quite  another  thmg 
to  another.  We  shall  try  to  be  precise.  Leaving 
out  of  account  certain  spots  accidentally  favoured 
by  wind  or  local  surroundings,  there  were  ®n  the 
water  that  first  day.  on  an  average,  about  fifteen 
flies  to  the  acre.  Each  drake  seemed  the  centre 
of  a circle  some  twenty  to  twenty-five  yards  in 
radius,  which  he  had  all  to  himself.  Of  course 
there  were  exceptions,  and  one  sometimes  saw 
two  or  three  drakes  on  a square  yard  of  wat®r> 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  we  sometimes  drifted 
over  nice  rolling  water  for  at  least  five  minutes 
without  seeing  a solitary  fly.  In  fact,  it  wa.s 
a moot  point  with  ns  whether  the  fly  was  ye. 
“ up  ■’  or  the  rise  actually  over  up  t®  the  time 
when  the  cold  storms,  which  drove  us  off  the  lake 
a fortnight  or  so  after  our  arrival  and  banished 
the  fly  completely,  gave  us  a hint  to  retire.  W e 
were  also  told  by  some  police  at  Portumna,  with 
whom  we  most  amicably  foregathered  in  our 
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cabin  one  night,  and  who  ,seeined  very  well 
informed  on  the  matter,  that  the  Hy  was  fully  up 
since  the  middle  of  April,  and  so  little  sport 
could  be  expected  in  the  middle  of  May,  and,  to 
sum  np  the  whole  matter,  the  state  of  the  case 
was  probably  this  : The  abnormally  warm  spring 
led  to  a premature  hatching  out  of  ily,  so  that  the 
true  seasonal  produce  was  necessarily  weak.  The 
time  being  doubled  and  the  number  of  Hies 
remaining  constant,  each  day  had  only  half  a 
day’s  supply.  The  flies,  too,  were  wretchedly 
small — one  shrunk  from  offering  even  a brace  of 
them  on  a hook  to  a trout  of  any  sensibility,  and 
H.  made  no  scruple  of  sticking  on  three  of  them 
at  a time,  and  no  great  mouthful  they  made. 
Towards  the  end  of  our  time  the  fly  became 
larger  and  more  vigorous,  and  this  seems  to 
countenance  the  theory  of  a premature  rise. 

We  saw  about  four  trout  rise  every  hour,  and 
this  was  about  the  average  our  whole  time.  But 
two  and  even  three  hours  passed  more  than  once 
without  a single  rise,andthis  on  good  days  and  with 
some  Hy  about.  We  saw  one  or  two  fish  actually 
feeding — i.e.,  taking  every  Hy  that  came  over 
them,  and  never  going  down,  they  were  so  busy. 
These  fish,  when  there  was  any  breeze  about,  all 
died,  or  at  least  were  hooked.  But  we  never  saw 
a rise  of  fish  (with  a solitary  exception,  to  be 
noticed  after).  Even  in  those  favoured  spots 
where  the  drakes  were  found  on  every  square 
foot,  and  where  we  knew  trout  to  be,  the  rise  was 
no  greater  than  on  the  open  water.  Never  for  an 
hour  during  our  stay  did  any  show  of  Hy  succeed 
in  rousing  the  fish  to  come  up  en  masse,  and 
present  that  spectacle  of  boilingwater  andheaving 
dark  forms  which  sends  every  angler’s  heart 
jumping  into  his  mouth.  Here  and  there  a trout 
felt  lazily  disposed  to  come  up  and  siick  down 
a fly  or  two,  but  there  was  nothing  contagious 
in  the  thing,  and  not  another  moved  wdthin  fur- 
longs of  him. 

{To  be  continued.) 


DORSETSHIRE:  ITS  RIVER  AND  SEA- 
FISHING. 

{Continued  from  page  412.) 

Bi’  Alfred  Jardine. 


Odr  boatmen  pushed  the  punt  through  tons  of 
floating  ice,  up  the  channel  of  the  mill-head  into 
the  main  river  above  the  weir  ; here  we  embarked 
and  made  for  Beluisb  Pool,  John  and  his  mate 
finding  it  tough  work  rowing  against  the  deep 
and  rapid  stream,  but  their  job  was  so  laborious 
that  J.  P.  W.  and  I were  put  ashore,  and  we 
walked  across  the  meadows,  where  we  waited  by 
the  river,  while  our  men  mastered  the  half-mile 
of  difficult  navigation,  rendered  more  so  by  the 
frozen  chunks  hurrying  onward,  to  the  open 
hatchways  of  the  salmon-weir. 

At  Beluish  the  river  makes  a sudden  bend ; here 
a stream  from  Bindon  falls  in,  and  their  united 
currents  have  washed  out  a large  and  deep  pool, 
that  gradually  shallows  to  where  wide  margins 
of  bullrush  and  spear-grass,  grow  up  through 
six  feet  of  water.  This  vegetation  extends  mostly 
round  the  pool,  making  splendid  cover  and 
breeding- places,  not  only  for  fisb,  but  for  duck, 
coots,  and  other  wild  birds.  It  is  a rare  place 
for  pike,  but  on  this  occasion  it  was  useless 
trying,  for  on  casting  a bait  out,  ten  to  one  it 
fell  on  or  between  the  slabs  of  ice,  either  to  be 
floated  away  or  sunk  between  them,  and  the  line 
broken  ; therefore,  as  fishing  was  quite  impracti- 
cable, we  turned  down  stream,  and  by  main 
strength  pulled  the  punt  up  the  sloping  bank, 
across  a narrow  strip  of  meadow  by  the  salmon- 
weir,  launched  it  again  on  the  pool  below,  and 
made  our  way  to  more  open  water  beyond  the 
mill. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  Beluish  is  a 
favourite  resting  place  for  salmon  that  have 
ascended  the  hatchways.  I have  seen  many  there, 
and  on  the  gravelly  beds  of  the  streams  adjacent. 
Once  I witnessed  an  otter  chasing  a salmon  about 
this  pool,  the  fish  throwing  itself  out  of  the  water 
several  times  in  its  efforts  to  escape,  which  at 
last  it  seemed  to  succeed  in  doing ; for  the  otter, 
being  disturbed,  made  its  way  to  tbe  reed  beds 
and  was  lost  to  sight. 

The  bustard  (Otistarda),  a bird  at  one  time 
comparatively  common  in  these  rrnfrequented 


moorland  valleys,  now  seldom  or  never  visits 
them.  In  1751  twenty-five  were  seen  together  in 
flight  passing  over  South  Dorsetshire,  and  as 
recently  as  1871  two  were  shot  from  a flock  of  five 
near  Beluish  ; also  a male  and  female  bittern,  by 
my  friend  Harry  White,  which,  with  an  otter  he 
killed  there,  are  admirably  preserved  in  his  house 
at  Lulworth.  Wild  swans  frequent  this  river  in 
winter,  also  duck,  widgeon,  coots,  herons,  Ac., 
are  then  plentiful  on  the  marshes  and  in  the 
streams. 

In  1804  .John  Bellasis,  of  Lulworth  Castle,  a 
retired  major-general  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany’s service,  owned  much  of  the  land  and  river 
in  South  Dorset,  and  I am  iTiclined  to  think  the 
pool  now  called  Beluish  was  originally  known  as 
Bellasis’  pool.  It  is  curious  that  after  a lapse  of 
nearly  ninety  years,  Lulworth  Castle  is  again 
occupied  by  J.  M.  Bellasis,  Es([.,  a descendant  of 
the  above-mentioned  Indian  hero. 

Just  past  the  mill  at  East  Stoke,  we  found  a 
corner,  at  a bend  of  the  stream,  fairly  clear  and 
fishable ; the  punt  was  made  fast  to  some  rushes, 
and  in  went  two  brilliant  dace,  on  paternoster 
tackle.  My  bait  was  instantly  accepted  by, 
apparently,  a nice  fish,  to  judge  from  the  w'ay  in 
which  it  moved  quickly  off  to  mid-stream. 
Striking  at  once,  I felt  its  weight — a ten  or 
twelve  pounder  at  least;  but  his  pikeship  did 
not  like  the  sting  of  the  steel,  and  made  a rush 
down  stream,  taking  out  some  thirty  yards  of 
line,  and  this  partly  under  the  ice.  However, 
by  careful  mancruvring,  I played  him  back  to  the 
punt ; my  tackle  held,  spite  of  the  ice,  and 
J.  I’.  W.  gaffed  me  a capital  fish  of  a dozen 
pounds. 

Then  came  his  turn,  for  close  to  the  rushes  he 
hooked  a good  fish,  no  doubt  the  mate  of  the  one 
I had  just  caught,  for,  as  a rule,  in  January  pike 
have  paired,  and  the  males  and  females  are 
usually  found  near  each  other.  His  fish  seized 
the  dace  most  savagely,  pulling  down  the  rod  top 
nearly  to  the  water  ; this  was  responded  to  with 
a gentle  upward  stroke,  and  the  pike  instantly 
made  for  the  deeps,  with  a swirl  and  a rush,  the 
whirr  of  the  winch  telling  unmistakably  that  it 
was  a strong  and  game  fish — a pluckier  one  never 
took  a live  bait — for  dashing  away  down  the 
river,  we  had  to  leave  our  moorings  at  once,  and 
follow,  keeping  as  level  with  the  fish  as  was 
possible,  so  that  my  friend  could  manipulate  his 
line  between  the  floes  and  prevent  it  being  nipped 
or  cut  by  the  sharp  edges  of  the  ice.. 

In  a few  minutes  more  we  were  drinking 
success  to  fishing  in  frosty  weather,  and  admiring 
one  of  the  prettiest  and  plumpest  of  pikesses 
that,  as  our  man  William  said,  ‘‘  he  had  ever 
clap’t  eyes  on” — a fish  of  151b. 

Pike  fed  well  all  day,  notwithstanding  the 
icy  river.  So  cold,  indeed,  was  it  that  our  lines 
partly  froze,  and  we  only  kept  them  in  ply,  by 
placing  plugs  of  cotton  wool  in  the  rings  of  our 
rods,  every  now  and  then  anointing  them  with 
a few  drops  of  castor  oil.  This  excellent  plan  to 
keep  lines  supple  in  keen  frosts,  I recommend  to 
all  my  readers  who  angle  during  sharp  wintry 
weather. 

Flowing  in  sinuous  course  along  the  valley,  at 
every  bend  of  the  river  is  a deep  hole  or  quiet 
eddy,  sheltered  by  reeds  and  other  aquatic 
growths  ; in  most  of  these  places  we  got  a pike, 
and  sometimes  two  or  three.  At  Rushton  Dairy 
oirr  men  had  to  make  a portage  across  the 
meadow  to  avoid  a plank-bridge,  under  which 
we  could  not  float  the  punt ; and  in  the  stretch  of 
deep  water  past  this  bridge  we  captured  our  beat 
pike,  a fish  of  181b.  Here,  about  two  o’clock, 
our  friend  White  joined  us  with  a couple  of 
beagles,  and  we  finished  up  the  afternoon  in 
his  turnip  fields,  with  some  capital  rabbit  shoot- 
ing, for  we  had  biought  guns  with  us  on  this 
excursion,  so  as  to  vary  our  spoi  t should  oppor- 
tunity occur.  Then  an  hou)'’s  rest,  with  a pipe 
and  a glass  of  hot  toddy,  at  the  farm-house,  and 
we  drove  back  to  Wai’eham  full  of  pleasant  anti- 
cipations of  having  sport  the  next  day,  although 
a north-easter  was  driving  hail  and  sleet  full  in 
our  faces,  like  shot  from  a mitrailleuse,  quickly 
covering  the  country  with  a mantle  of  white. 

Next  morning  was  less  tempestuous;  the  snow 
had  ])artly  disappeared,  and  occasional  gleams  of 
sunshine  foretokened  a pleasant  fishing  day.  Pike 
always  feed  well  in  windy  weather — then  the 
water  is  heavily  rippled,  which  prevents  the  fish 
seeing  the  angler  and  his  tackle.  Losing  habitual 


caution,  pike  then  vacate  their  fastnesses  and 
rove  about  fearlessly,  seeking  prey.  Under  such 
conditions  of  weather  and  water,  spinning  is  very 
successful,  especially  where  a river  is  wide  and 
from  three  to  live  feet  deep.  But  holes  and 
eddies,  between  weeds  and  among  water-lily 
beds — of  which  there  are  many  in  the  Eromc — 
such  choice  pikey  places  should  be  “pater- 
nostered,”  for  the  largest  fish  are  generally  to 
be  caught  in  these  localities. 

Commencing  at  Rushton,  where  we  left  our 
punt  the  previous  evening,  we  carefully  fished 
all  this  very  line  length  of  river  (about  two  miles), 
and  just  before  reaching  Holme  Bridge,  where 
the  stream  makes  a sudden  bend,  and  there  is  a 
wide  “ lake  ” (as  it  is  there  termed),  or  channel 
leading  into  a deep  backwater,  I caught  a nice 
fish  of  1511).  weight.  The  following  year  (Eeb.  4, 
1880)  1 captured  a pike  of  231b.  and  one  of  l-51b.  in 
this  same  piece  of  water, both  on  salmon-gut  pater- 
noster tackle.  Below  the  bridge  tbe  water  widens 
out  to  three  times  its  ordinary  expanse,  and  for 
two  or  three  hundred  yards,  until  it  reaches  an 
island,  affords  the  finest  spinning  in  all  the  river’s 
course.  It  is  not  at  all  unusual  for  the  angler 
to  catch  a salmon  here.  At  times  this  four-foot 
shallow  is  infested  with  kelts,  and  they  are  great 
nuisances,  from  the  persistent  way  in  which  they 
dash  at  a spinning  bait.  A (juartcr  mile  lower 
down  stream  is  Bond’s  Pool,  where  is  deep  water 
of  from  twelve  to  fifteen  feet,  seldom  fished 
without  accounting  for  a ten  or  twelve  pound, 
pike. 

In  many  places  we  noticed  largo  pieces  of  ice, 
fixed  to  the  bottom  weeds — i.e.,  ground  ice — a 
condition  of  things  only  seen  occasionally  when 
the  water  is  a degree  or  two  below  freezing  point ; 
and  our  surprise  was  great  that  fisb  fed  so  well  in 
such  keen  weather,  with  ice  adhering  to  the  weeds 
and  pebbles  at  the  bottom  of  the  river,  while 
surface  ice  was  floating  towards  the  sea. 

We  fished  no  longer,  for  we  were  more  than 
contented  with  our  sport ; but  at  the  side  of  a 
gorse-covered  hill,  which  rose  abruptly  from  the 
river  side  and  sheltered  us  from  the  north-east 
winds,  we  went  ashore,  spread  our  table-cloth 
among  some  withered  ferns,  and  unpacked  our 
mid-day  meal,  which  we  enjoyed  with  thankful 
hearts,  as  anglers  should.  When  commencing  to 
feed,  we  were  hailed  by  a stalwart  man  on 
the  other  side  of  the  river.  He  was  shooting  wild 
ducks,  and  was  clad  in  a white  night-cap  and 
gown,  so  as  to  assimilate  himself  to  the  wintry 
surroundings,  and  the  snow  which  still  covered 
the  marshes.  In  him  I recognised  the  son  of  a 
friend — the  farmer  at  Wargret,  who  was  always 
kind  in  giving  me  his  permission  to  fish  that  por- 
tion of  the  river.  His  son,  I regret  to  say,  died 
in  the  prime  of  manhood,  through  catching  cold 
when  pursuing  his  favourite  sport  of  winter  wild- 
fowling. 

After  lunch  we  devoted  two  or  three  hours  to 
shooting  fieldfares,  among  a crop  of  mangolds,  at 
Wargret,  where  these  birds  had  congregated  in 
large  numbers.  We  fired  off  all  our  cartridges, 
irrespective  of  the  size  of  the  shot  (some  were  as 
large  as  BB — for  duck  or  geese) ; we  killed 
several  dozens  of  the  “ felts,”  which  we  after- 
wards found  very  nice  and  toothsome,  judiciously 
cooked  with  kidney  and  steak,  and  made  into 
pasties.  Wheeldon’s  catch  of  pike  equalled  mine  ; 
we  had  over  two  hundredweight  between  ns,  and 
tbe  pleasure,  also,  of  giving  many  away  to  our 
Dorsetshire  friends,  besides  bringing  a score  of 
fine  ones  with  us  to  London,  as  samples  of  West 
of  England  fish,  and  to  convince  some  angling 
chums  of  the  possibility  of  having  good  sport  in 
keen,  frosty  weather. 

For  diversity  of  beautiful  scenery  few  counties 
surpass  Dorsetshire.  In  a previous  part  of  my 
article  I alluded  to  its  abbeys  and  churches, 
many  of  which  are  fine  structures,  and  very 
ancient,  abounding  in  interest  to  an  arcbmologist. 
St.  Mary’s  Abbey,  Sherborne,  has  a grand 
interior  and  groined  roof.  Sherborne,  in  705  a d., 
was  raised  to  a bishopric,  with  St.  Ealdhelm  for 
its  first  bishop,  whose  twenty-fifth  successor 
(Herman)  transferred  the  see  to  Old  Sarum, 
1072  A.D.  Wimborne  Minster  and  Wareham 
Abbey  Church  contain  tombs  dating  back  to  the 
thirteenth  century,  while  Beaminster  and  Bere- 
Regis  (the  king’s  burial  place)  have  churches  and 
antiquities  of  the  same  period,  or  even  earlier. 
I At  tbe  latter  town,  built  into  a farm  shed,  close 
by  the  trout  stream,  is  a wall  and  gable  of  the 
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nunnery  to  which  Queen  Elft’ida  fled,  after  causing 
her  step-son  Edward  to  be  sta))bed  to  death  at 
Corfe  Castle,  a.d.  975. 

Near  to  Eorchester  is  an  ancient  British  forti- 
fication, the  largest  in  the  West  of  England  It 
has  three  lofty  circuravallations  of  earth,  and 
three  deep  fosses,  with  an  area  of  115^  acres  ; and 
held  a garrison  of  20,000  men,  exclusive  of  horse 
soldiers.  It  was  never  conquered,  and,  therefore, 
was  called  the  “ Maiden  Castle.” 

Eggerton  Hill  (Roman)  has  three  ramparts, 
varying  from  50  feet  to  25  feet  in  height,  with  an 
area  of  47,V  acres.  Badbury-rings,  Hodd-rings, 
and  Spetisbury  are  other  earthworks  with  treble 
ramparts  ; they  are  about  five  miles  apart,  and, 
as  constructed,  formed  a triangle  of  forts. 
The  ancient  earth-wall  defences  of  Wareham  I 
have  already  mentioned. 

There  are  numerous  cromlechs,  dolmens,  and 
other  Druidical  remains  in  Dorsetshire  ; those  at 
Gorwell  appear  to  have  been  a stone  circle  or 
temple  of  the  Druids. 


A DAY  ON  A NORWEGIAN  MOUN- 
TAIN LOCH. 

By  X. 

Not  by  any  means  a nice  morning  on  which  to 
start  for  a five-and-thirty  miles  tramp  across  the 
fjelds.  Over  the  birch  woods  and  rolling  uplands 
which  extend  for  miles  in  every  direction,  over 
the  mountains  on  the  Norwegian  frontier,  and 
over  the  great  lake  Skallsjbn,  which  lies  before 
us,  there  is  a dull  metallic  glare,  which  bodes 
ill  for  our  going  far  with  dry  coats.  Far  to  the 
east  Aarescutan  towers  aloft,  but  his  shape  is 
ill-defined  and  hazy,  and  as  we  traverse  the  couple 
of  miles  of  moorland  that  intervene  between  the 
well-found  and  comfortable  but  lonely  farm- 
house of  Skallstugan,  the  wind  begins  to  come 
away  in  fitful  gusts,  and  moans  in  melancholy 
fashion  along  the  birch-clad  shores  of  the  big 
loch.  As  we  embark  on  our  extremely  tarry  old 
craft,  the  leaden  looking  waters  are  waking  into 
life  at  the  bidding  of  the  north  wind,  and,  by 
the  time  we  have  reached  the  opposite  shore, 
there  are  angry  waves  careering  over  the  surface, 
and,  mindful  of  the  numerous  narrow  escapes  we 
have  had  during  the  last  three  weeks  from  going 
straight  to  the  bottom  in  our  ancient  ship,  we  do 
not  altogether  regret  that  our  voyage  in  her  is 

^Up  through  the  woods  we  scramble  to  the 
Saeter,  picturesquely  situated  high  above  the 
lake — a “ haiver  ” with  the  lads  and  lasses  there 
abiding,  a big  bowl  of  milk  apiece,  and  with 
sundry  misgivings  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  per- 
formance, we  make  off  across  the  fjelds.  Aslak 
the  Lapp  bears  my  large  fishing  basket,  in  which 
is  stowed  away  provision  for  the  day  only,  I,  a 
double  barrel,  with  some  thirty  or  forty  car- 
tridges. while  strapped  on  my  back  is  a 12ft.  trout 
rod.  We  have  not  left  the  Saeter  more  than  a 
mile  behind,  and  are  just  clearing  the  upper  belts 
of  birch,  when  old  Grouse  comes  to  a dead  set  at 
a small  clump  of  brush,  on  walking  into  which 
up  get  a pack  of  at  least  a dozen  lyper.  My  first 
two  cartridges  account  for  three  of  the  birds,  and 
as  the  others  scatter  at  short  distances  we  follow 
them  up,  and  secure  five  more  without  difficulty. 
During  this  little  interlude,  however,  the  weather 
has  undergone  a change  for  the  worse  ; the  wind 
has  increased ; the  sky  is  now  completely  over- 
cast, and  already  great  drops  of  rain  are  beginning 
to  fall. 

Hardy  mountaineer  that  he  is,  Aslak  evidently 
views  with  disfavour  the  signs  of  the  sky ; we 
can  still  see  portions  of  the  great  lake  behind  us, 
the  white  horses  coursing  over  its  grey  surface, 
and  far  beyond  can  just  discern  the  hollow  in  the 
uplands,  where  lies  the  comfortable  house  we  so 
recently  left.  AVe  are  most  certain!}’  in  for  a 
terrific  day,  and  for  a moment  I doubt  whether  it 
would  not  be  wiser  to  return,  but  all  my  goods 
and  chattells  have  by  this  time  left  Skalstugaii 
for  Meraker  (where  1 am  bound  across  country), 
and,  ttie  weather  in  these  latitudes  once  broken, 
who  knows  when  it  will  mend ; and  so,  through 
wind  and  rain  onward  w’e  plod. 

Into  the  south-western  corner  of  Skallsjun  there 
flows  an  ice-cold  stream,  forming  in  its  course  a 
series  of  small  lakes ; on  the  steep  and  barren 


sides  of  its  glen  deep  snowdrifts  lie  the  summer 
through.  In  order  to  escape  the  full  fury  of  the 
storm,  we  seek  this  wild  gully,  although  in  doing 
so  we  diverge  considerably  from  the  direct  route, 
and  follow  it  for  two  or  three  miles.  Loch  after 
loch  we  pass,  no  sign  of  life  on  their  grey-green 
waters,  no  vegetation  on  their  barren  shores,  until 
at  last  we  emerge  once  more  upon  the  open  fjeld. 
Here  we  find  the  weather  pretty  nearly  as  bad  as 
it  can  be,  the  rain  descending  in  sheets,  and 
driven  before  the  gale  with  such  violence  as  to 
make  it  very  difficult  to  stand  up  against  it. 
Aslak,  however,  seems  quite  at  home,  and  in 
response  to  a grunt  and  sign  from  him,  with  some 
difficulty  we  make  out  through  the  driving  mist 
a number  of  queer  looking  beasts  moving  down  a 
hillside  close  by.  They  are  reindeer,  and  form 
the  worldly  we.alth  of  Aslak’s  revered  parents, 
who,  with  other  members  of  the  family,  are  en- 
camped by  the  shores  of  the  Ilolmsjo,  an  island- 
studded  loch  celebrated  for  its  trout.  At  my 
guide’s  instance  we  make  our  way  to  the  little 
tent,  where  we  are  hospitably  received  and  re- 
galed w'ith  fresh  reindeer  milk — than  which  no 
better  pick-me-up  for  a tired  man  exists.  But  the 
process  of  obtaining  the  creamy  liquid  is  a very 
slow  one  ; each  animal  having  to  be  lassoed  to  be 
milked,  and  then  affording  only  about  a wine- 
glassful.  The  old  man  had  just  come  in  from 
examining  his  nets,  and  a nice  haul  of  trout 
he  had  made,  some  seveuty  or  eighty  beauti- 
ful fish,  running  between  one  and  three  pounds 
apiece,  with  four  or  five  that  must  have  been 
considerably  above  the  latter  weight.  The  rain 
still  keeps  coming  down  as  hard  as  ever;  and 
now  the  burns  are  beginning  to  roar  m the 
glens,  and  minature  torrents  are  coursing  down 
the  rocks  in  all  directions,  it  is  very  certain 
we  will  be  in  evil  case  if  the  men  from  Meraker, 
who  are  supposed  to  meet  us  at  the  east  end  of 
Fjaergen,  do  not  turn  up,  for  the  inflowing 
streams  will  be  quite  impassable,  and  to  remain 
out  all  night  in  such  weather  is  not  to  be  thought 
of.  Bidding  farewell,  therefore,  to  the  lonely 
little  family  camped  out  in  the  wilds,  Aslak  and 
I proceed  on  our  exceedingly  moist  w’ay,  en- 
couraged  somewhat  by  the  milk  and  a stiffish 
dose  of  whisky  taken  as  a jirecautionary  measure. 
On  a snowdrift  we  come  across  some  tracks,  which 
look  like  those  of  a bear,  but  the  Lapp  tells  me 
it  is  a glutton  hanging  about  after  the  reindeer, 
to  which  he  is  a great  enemy,  and  of  which  he 
accounts  for  a number  throughout  the  year, 
especially  when  the  calves  are  born.  Our  direc- 
tion now  tends  more  to  the  west,  and,  about  one 
o’clock,  we  cross  the  frontier  (shown  by  a broad 
cleared  line  running  pretty  nearly  north  and 
south)  into  Norway,  and  begin  to  follow  the 
course  of  a stream  in  heavy  spate,  whose  waters 
ultimately  flow  into  theTrondhjem  Fjord  by  way 
of  the  Stordal  Valley.  It  is  near  the  entrance  of 
this  stream  into  Fjaergen,  where  the  men  from 
Meraker  are  supposed  to  meet  us  with  a boat,  the 
arrangement  having  lieen  made  with  the  inten- 
tion that  I should  fish  my  way  down  that  loch, 
and  walk  from  its  other  end  to  a farmhouse  just 
above  the  foss  on  the  Stordal  River.  Nothing 
could  be  more  moist  than  the  last  mile  or  two 
before  reaching  the  loch,  and  the  prospect  there 
IS  not  particularly  reassuring.  The  low  grey 
clouds,  from  which  the  waters  are  descending  in 
continuous  sheets,  are  being  driven  before  the 
gale  in  flying  masses.  The  surface  of  the  wild 
moorland  lake  is  seething  with  foaming  billows, 
and  there  is  no  boat.  Aslak  expresses  it  as  his 
opinion  that  in  the  face  of  the  gale  which  has 
been  blowing  all  day,  it,  would  have  been  impos- 
sible to  pull  a boat  any  distance,  but  that  there 
is  a little  bay  the  men  might  have  reached, 
and  wherein  they  might  have  taken  shelter 
a mile  or  so  farther  on.  Onwards  towards  the 
little  bay  we  accordingly  splash  and  splqrge,  old 
Grouse  'looking  dreadfully  dejected,  I with  sore 
misgivings,  the  Lapp  stoically  indifferent.  At  last 
we  round  a point,  beyond  which  is  the  bay  in 
fliiestion.  Joy  and  wonder  ! There  on  the  far 
side  is  a boat— evidently  the  boat,  our  boat,  drawn 
up  under  lee  of  a turfy  bank,  but  not  a living 
soul  is  to  be  seen.  Further  inspection,  too, 
iiroves  that  between  us  and  that  boat  there  is  a 
gulf  considerably  wider  than  the  little  bay,  for  into 
the  head  of  the  latter  there  flows  another  stream  in 
tearing  flood,  which  it  would  be  out  of  the  ques- 
tion to  cross  without  a swim,  and  a pretty  long 
one,  too.  Feeling  sure  that  the  men  must  have 


fallen  asleep  under  cover,  Aslak  and  I,  after  pretty 
nearly  yelling  our  heads  off  separately,  now  pre- 
pare for  a united  vocal  effort,  and,  after  a I'ccu- 
perating  pull  at  the  flask,  we  sit  down  in  a pool  of 
water,  and  give  vent  to  a series  of  the  most 
horrible  and  ear-piercing  shrieks  it  has  ever  been 
my  lot  to  hear,  and  in  which  we  are  cordially 
assisted  by  old  Grouse,  who  apparently  quite 
appreciates  the  situation,  and,  moved  by  a longing 
for  a roof  over  his  poor  wet  old  head,  gives 
to  prolonged  and  melancholy  howls.  Exhausted 
by  our  efforts,  we  gaze  long  and  anxiously  across 
the  grey  v/aters  of  the  bay.  Sure  enough  there 
is  something  moving  by  the  boat.  We  have  not 
screamed  in  vain,  and  in  a few  minutes  two  men 
enveloped  in  oilskins  are  pulling  towards  us. 
'Phey  had  accomplished  half  their  journey  before 
the  gale  came  on,  and  only  completed  it  with 
great  exertions — exertions  which  entitled  them, 
they  considered,  to  a good  snooze,  in  which  they 
had  been  indulging  when  disturbed  by  our  little 
concert.  There  being  no  signs  of  improvement 
in  the  weather,  it  is  agreed — especially  in  view  of 
the  next  day  probably  proving  a good  one  tor 
fishing — that,  instead  of  attempting  the  long 
journey  down  the  lake  and  thence  to  Meraker, 
we  should  spend  the  night  at  a not  far  distant 
Saeter.  Thither  we  therefore  proceed  in  our 
craft.  There  we  are  warmed  before  a tre- 
mendous fire  and  filled  with  fresh  trout  and 
milk,  and  bear’s  ham  and  cheese  in  various  stages 
of  decomposition.  The  males  of  the  eslablish- 
menb  do  not  seem  to  indulge  in  changes  ot 

raiment,  but  I am  accommodated  by  a stahvart 

“ pige  ” with  a skirt  made  of  material  of  the  most 
uncompromising  thickness  and  texture,  together 
with  a neat  thing  in  shirts.  In  these  garments  i 
disport  myself  much  to  my  own  satisfaction,  and 
to  the  evident  joy  of  all,  and,  after  a somewhat 
late  sitting,  we  retire  to  sleep  the  sleep  ol  the 
weary,  to  the  howling  of  the  gale  still  sweeping 
over  the  mountains. 

Old  Grouse’s  wet  nose  thrust  into  my  face 
awakes  me  next  morning.  The  remains  of  the 
storm  are  visible  in  the  sky,  across  which  ragge 
bits  of  cloud  are  still  hurrying,  but  the  sun  is 
shining  brightly  at  frequent  intervala,  and  the 
waves  on  the  loch  have  no  longer  the  angry  ap- 
pearance of  vesterday ; blue  and  crisp,  they  leap 
and  sparkle  "in  the  light.  Everywhere  there  is 
water ; the  moor  and  patches  of  low  scrub  are 
dripping,  the  burns  are  roaring  down  in  spate, 
and  streamlets  foam  down  the  hillsides  in  all 
directions  ; a better  fishing  day  could  not  be 
imagined.  Already  our  temporary  hosts  are  at 
their  work — the  men  cutting  hay,  the  women  at 
the  dairy.  A plentiful  breakfast  of  grilled  trout 
and  coffee  sets  me  up  for  many  an  hour,  and  soon 
after  eight  o’clock  we  are  once  more  afloat  on 
“ Fjaergen.”  With  such  a “ curl  ” on,  and  with 
the  lake  full  to  the  brim  of  moss-brown  water, 
there  is  but  little  need  of  fine  tackle,  so,  putting 
up  a strong  sea-trout  cast  and  three  large  flies,  i 
begin  business.  Few  casts  are  required  to  show 
ihat  the  fish  are  there  and  on  the  Led,  and  in  less 
than  an  hour  I have  secured  a dozen  beautiful 
trout,  none  under  a pound,  and  several  up  to  and 
slio-htly  over  21b.  Tbe  fish  rise  in  the  most  sport- 
ing way  in  the  roughest  -water  among  the 
blotches  of  foam,  and  tight  like  demons  ; all  are 
in  beautiful  condition,  and  all  pretty  nearly  as 
full  as  they  can  hold. 

At  first,  the  boatman  to  whom  the  task  ot  lana- 
in»  them  is  confided,  makei  some  horrible  mud- 
dles with  the  net,  and  loses  several  fish,  but 
gradually  he  takes  things  more  coolly,  and  scoops 
them  out  quite  in  professional  style.  All  the 
water,  however,  is  by  no  means  equally  good,  and, 
owing  to  my  ignorance  on  this  subject,  a material 
portion  of  one  of  the  finest  days  trout  fishing  1 
ever  had  the  luck  to  fall  in  with,  is  practically 
wasted.  Every  now  and  then  we  drift  along 
some  portion  of  the  lake  where  there  seem 
hardly  any  fish,  although  the  water  is  the 
right  depth  and  colour,  and  the  breeze  strikes 
it  well.  Then  there  is  a boil  among  the  foam, 
a good  trout  is  hooked  hard  and  fast,  and, 
after  a brilliant  three  or  four  minutes,  is 
added  to  the  already  well-filled  basket,  to  be 
followed  by  a whole  lot  of  others  in  rapid  suc- 
cession. Our  craft  is  not  exactly  a miracle  ot 
marine  architecture;  she  leaks  abominably,  and 
has  but  recently  received  a liberal  coating  ot 
tar.  Nevertheless,  she  is  heavy,  and  does  not 
drift  too  quickly  over  the  water— no  inconsider- 
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able  advantage  when  trout  are  rising  well  in  a 
strong  breeze.  By  one  o’clock,  having  got  over 
the  effects  of  earlv  breakfast,  we  land  for  the 
midday  meal.  Wild  as  the  surroundings  are 
still,  tlie  scene  is  very  different  from  that  of 
yesterday  at  the  same  hour.  Instead  of  grey 
masses  of  vapour  and  torrents  of  water,  there  is 
now  hardly  a cloud  in  the  heavens.  The  sun  and 
wind  between  them  have  removed  the  innumer- 
able gems  that  sparkled  on  every  leaf  and  blade 
of  grass,  and  mountain  berry  plant,  and,  though 
there  is  still  the  “ sound  of  many  waters  ” in  the 
air,  all  signs  of  the  storm  have  passed  away. 

For  some  half  hour  after  recommencing 
business  I hardly  get  a rise.  Then  comes  the  fish 
of  the  day — a speckled  beauty  of  4.|lb.,  which 
has  swallowed  the  big  Black  Palmer  with  such 
avidity  that  it  is  half-way  down  Master  Trout’s 
throat.  And  so,  with  varying  fortune,  we  drift 
on  until  about  five  o’clock,  when  the  breeze  dies 
almost  entirely  away,  and  I'ises  become  few  and  far 
between.  We  have  a good  long  tramp  before 
reaching  our  destination,  too,  and  my  bag  of 
trout  is  a heavy  one ; so,  infinitely  to  Grouse’s 
relief,  we  land  once  more,  and  di’ag  the  old  boat 
up  a narrow  mossy  creek.  The  trout  are  chucked 
out,  and  those  that  cannot  find  quai’ters  in  the 
big  basket  are  disposed  on  willow  branches  and 
bits  of  string.  The  last  of  the  whiskey  is  served 
round,  pipes  are  lit,  and  off  we  start  across  the 
fjeld  and  down  through  the  belt  of  forest  that 
clothes  the  sides  of  the  S tor  dal  Valley. 

Soon  after  eight  o’clock  we  reach  the  fai  m- 
bouse,  our  destination,  and  where  we  had  been 
somewhat  anxiously  looked  for.  The  trout  are 
■displayed  in  rows  upon  the  grass,  a weighing 
machine  is  produced,  and  I find  that  I have 
•captured  sixty-two  fish  weighing  811b. 


JONAS  THE  JACK-CATCHER. 


By  F.  G.  B.  E. 


I KEMEJiBER  reading  in  the  pages  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  a yarn  relating  to  an  angler  who,  failing 
to  capture  salmon  by  means  of  t’ne  legitimate  tiy, 
prevailed  against  them  by  using  a triangle  on 
gimp  weighted  with  lead,  and  thus  grassed  them 
by  hook  or  by  crook.  Of  course,  the  true  angler 
feels  at  the  mere  mention  of  the  feat  a cold  shiver 
in  the  region  of  the  backbone,  and  I confess  that 
I was  horror-struck  at  such  poaching  on  first 
hearing  of  it.  Now  when  it  comes  to  clearing  a 
trout  stream  from  the  pest  Esox  Indus,  the  trout- 
fisher  cares  not  by  what  means  the  death  of  the 
ravager  is  brought  about,  be  it  by  “ wire  ” or 
shot-gun  when  on  the  shallows.  Everybody 
probably  has  heard  of.  and  many  have  seen,  the 
process  of  wiring,  and  but  few  probably  have  been 
enticed  into  attempting  it  for  the  sake  of  amuse- 
ment. But  there  is  a more  subtle,  a craftier  and 
more  alluring  met’nod  of  taking  jack  from  a trout 
stream,  which  is  not  only  sport  giving,  but 
admits  of  the  introduction  of  much  skill.  I had 
a lesson  in  the  art  recently'  from  the  most  expert 
fisherman  I have  ever  met,  let  him  be  known 
■here  as  Jonas  the  Jack-catcher. 

I was  strolling  near  a certain  mill-pool  upon 
•the  Buckinghamshire  Colne  when  I met  Jonas, 
who  is  attached  as  keeper  there,  and  with  him  I 
made  a tour  of  the  water,  and  looked  upon  the 
trouts  that  lie  therein.  A shallow  backwater  runs 
near  by,  and  as  we  strolled  along  we  could  not 
help  noticing  numbers  of  small  jack  sunning 
themselves  and  lying  motionless  the  while. 
“Look  at  ’em,”  said  Jonas,  as  he  eyed  them 
intently,  “ the  curse  of  the  Colne  ; you  would  not 
believe  I’ve  had  sixteen  from  that  very  backwater 
this  week.”  “ The  old  wire-trick,  I suppose,”  I 
said,  leisurely  leaning  against  the  wooden  railing 
and  taking  but  ‘small  interest  in  the  subject 
as  I expected  only  to  see  Jonas  produce  the  wire 
from  his  waistcoat  pocket  and  proceed  to  business. 
“ God  bless  your  soul,  I’m  sick  ’o  that,  sir ; I have 
the  finest  fishing  and  fun  from  them  jack  on  the 
shallows  that  ever  man  in  this  world  has.  Wait 
while  I get  my  tackle,  sir,  and  I’ll  show  you  a bit 
of  sport.” 

I lazily  smoked  my  pipe  while  Jonas  adjusted 
his  tackle.  A ten-foot  bamboo  punt  rod,  and  a 
dressed  trout- spinning  line,  finished  off  by  a large 
triangle  on  gimp,  from  which  hung  about  an  inch 
■of  gimp  terminated  by  a split  bullet— that  was 


all.  “ Funny  tackle,  Jonas;  is  it  for  live  bait  ? ” 
“ No  bait,  sir.  Look  ! ” 

With  that  skill  and  unerring  aim  with  which  I 
have  seen  the  old  fisherman  spin  between  the 
weed  beds  for  trout,  the  triangle  dropped  noise- 
lessly into  the  water  and  was  slowly  drawn  along 
the  hard  bottom.  There  was  a turn  of  the  wrist, 
a splash  in  the  water,  a minute’s  pretty  play, 
and  then  he  laid  ashore  a jack  well  over  two 
pounds  in  weight.  “There’s  fun  in  that,  sir,  that 
a good  many  as  fishes  for  years  never  gets — you 
try  it.” 

I did,  and  got  thoroughly  engrossed  in  the  sport, 
though  I missed  my  first  two,  not  having  the 
delicate  hand  of  the  old  fisherman,  but  we 
managed  to  get  seven  in  the  morning  before  I 
left  him.  “ Good  day,  Jonas,”  I said,  “ it’s  the  best 
day’s  poaching  I ever  had.”  “Poaching  be 
banged  ! ” quoth  Jonas,  “ it  beats  salmon  fishing.” 


OPENING  UP  THE  ENGLISH  LAKE 
DISTRICT. 


For  some  time  a movement  has  been  on  foot  at 
Keswick,  and  other  parts  of  the  Lake  District, 
having  for  its  object  the  construction  of  a coach- 
road  through  the  solitudes  of  the  Styhead  Pass, 
which  is  1,600  feet  above  sea-level,  and  has 
hitherto  been  inaccessible  except  to  those  on  foot 
or  horseback.  However,  it  appears  that  the 
opening  up  to  general  traffic  a district  described 
as  the  wildest  scenery  in  England  will  meet  with 
considerable  opposition  before  it  becomes  an 
established  fact.  The  solitary  tramp  from  Wast- 
dale  Head  to  Keswick  presents  a scene  of  sublime 
and  rugged  beauty,  and  might  fitly  be  described 
by  altering  some  lines  of  Scott,  especially  now 
that  the  entire  Lake  District  is  destined  to  become 
a great  fishing  resort.  Prom  Keswick  to  Sea- 
thwaite,  part  of  the  journey,  and  from  Wastdale 
to  Seascale  and  the  sea  coast,  another  division  of 
the  route,  the  roads  are  public  highways  through 
charming  districts  that  need  no  eulogy.  But  the 
following  refers  to  Styhead  I’ass,  which  possesses 
an  indescribably  rugged  beauty  of  its  own. 

“ It  was  a wild  and  strange  retreat 
As  e’er  was  trod  by  angler’s  feet ; 

The  dell  npon  the  mountain’s  crest 
Yawned  like  a gash  on  warrior’s  breast. 

Its  trench  had  stayed  full  many  a rock 
Hurl’d  by  primeval  earthquake  shock 
From  Langale  Pikes’  grey  summits  wild. 

And  here,  in  random  ruin  piled. 

They  frown’d  incumbent  on  the  spot, 

And  form’d  the  rugged  silvan  grot. 

* # # * # 

With  dashing  hollow  voice  that  spoke 
The  incessant  war  of  wave  and  rock, 

Suspended  cliffs  with  hideous  sway 
Seem’d  nodding  o’er  the  cavern  grey. 

# # # # # 

Grey  superstition’s  whisper  dread 
Debarr’d  the  spot  to  vulgar  tread, 

For  there  she  said  did  fays  resort, 

And  satyrs  hold  their  silvan  court ; 

By  moonlight  tread  their  mystic  maze, 

And  blast  the  rash  beholder’s  gaze.” 

One  gentleman  enters  an  earnest  protest 
against  a “development”  which  he  describes  as 
little  short  of  desecration,  and  invokes  the  aid 
of  Mr.  Ruskin  in  the  matter.  Well,  the  district 
has  been  surveyed,  and,  as  almost  all  necessary 
materials  are  on  the  spot,  the  road  could  be  con- 
structed at  a cost  of  £o000.  The  funds  are  being 
raised  by  subscription,  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
the  Cumberland  County  Council  will  make  a 
contribution.  The  distance  from  Seascale  to 
Keswick  by  the  proposed  road,  which  will  be 
of  a zigzag  description,  and  a thoroughfare 
of  unsurpassed  grandeur,  is  about  twenty-five 
miles,  a little  more  than  the  distance  between 
Windermere  and  Keswick,  the  beautiful 
scenery  of  which  is  familiar  to  thousands  of 
tourists,  but  the  variety  and  grandeur  of  the 
proposed  new  drive  are  not  so  well  known,  and 
will  be  a revelation  to  many  when  completed. 
Another  preserver  of  ancient  landmarks  and 
solitudes  laments  in  this  strain  anent  the  advent 
of  the  ruthless  invader  of  the  privacy  of  the 
mountains  and  glens : “ Ah  me,  would  you  be- 
lieve it ! What  do  you  think  .P  Well,  a complete 
survey  has  been  made  for  a road  from  Wastdale 
Head  to  Seathwaite,  over  the  Styhead  Bass. 
Shades  of  Wordsworth,  Coleridge,  and  Southey, 
what  IS  the  world  coming  to  ? The  worst  of  it  is 
few  difficulties  lie  in  the  way,  the  money  will  be 
forthcoming,  about  £o000  or  thereabouts,  and  the 


engineering  will  be  easy  enough.”  This  gentle- 
man goes  on  to  say,  “ What  has  become  of  the 
glory  and  cliarm  of  that  delightful  region,  which 
consists  very  largely  in  its  immense  solitudes  ? 
And  none  of  them  are  grander  than  the  pass  over 
which  it  is  proposed  to  run  a serpentine  thorough- 
fare, where  a carriage  and  pair  may  safely  career 
along  at  the  rate  of  twelve  miles  an  hour.  Here  at 
present  one  can  be  alone  with  nature,  and  the  occa- 
sional passage  of  a pedestrian  or  two  does  not  jar 
upon  the  contemplative  mind.  But  when  this 
proposed  road  is  constructed,  and  a waggonette, 
forsooth,  is  coming  round  the  corner  every  few 
minutes,  and  a fashionable  inn  has  been  built,  as 
we  may  expect,  on  the  shores  of  the  Styhead 
Tarn,  the  peace  and  loneliness  will  disappear  for 
ever.”  The  foregoing  reminds  me  of  a brief 
paragraph  which  appeared  in  the  Saturday 
Review,  September  10,1870:  “It  is  to  be  feared 
that  these  farmers  who  keep  inns,  and  supply 
their  guests  with  the  product  of  their  farms,  are 
likely  to  disappear  before  advancing  civilization. 
The  tourist  who  knows  and  loves  Wastdale  as  it 
is,  can  hardly  help  the  destiny  which  threatens. 
A branch  line  from  the  coast  railway  will  some 
day  deprive  this  gate  of  the  mountains  of  West 
Cumberland  of  the  privileges  which  it  still  enjoys 
of  comparative  inaccessibility.  Instead  of  a pipe 
by  the  kitchen  fire  with  the  jolly,  old-fashioned 
Cumberland  landlord,  who  really  owns  the  land 
on  which  his  house  is  built,  and  with  his 
guests  and  his  dogs,  there  will  be  a coffee- 
room,  lighted  with  gas  and  smelling  of  an  infinite 
variety  of  dinners,  in  which  ladies  in  evening 
dress  read  novels,  and  young  gentlemen  got  up 
as  fancy  mountaineers  sustain  an  active  compe- 
tition for  the  only  copy  of  the  Times  which  has 
arrived  by  train  for  the  use  of  the  hotel.”  Yes, 
this  is  exactly  what  has  come  to  pass,  yea  and 
even  more  than  that,  in  the  way  of  civilised 
habics  of  life  and  enormities.  I am  far  from 
agreeing  with  all  this,  as  I am  especially  con- 
cerned in  the  opening  up  of  the  Lake  District  as 
an  immense  field  for  anglers.  If  the  proposed 
road  happened  to  be  a contemplated  railway 
which  was  intended  to  be  sent  snuffing  and 
snorting  through  the  pass,  it  would  be  a different 
thing,  but  the  scheme  to  open  a grand  thorough- 
fare for  vehicles  of  all  descriptions  through  an 
almost  unknown  pass  like  that  of  Styhead, 
where  a twenty  - five  miles  drive  can  be  had 
straight  away  through  a panorama  of  moun- 
tainous magnificence,  must  commend  itself  to 
all  well-balanced  minds.  It  will  be  a superb  run 
and  largely  patronised,  especially  after  Lakes 
Windermere,  Coniston,  Esthwaite,  Easdale  Tarn, 
Grasmere  Lake,  Bassenthwaite,  Ullswater,  Der- 
wentwater,  and  other  Cumberland  and  West- 
moreland lakes  are  thoroughly  stocked  with  fish, 
a work  that  is  now  being  proceeded  with.  Good 
fish  are  to  be  obtained  even  now,  but  in  a very 
short  time  Windermere  and  Coniston,  with  some 
of  the  other  lakes  will  form  a great  combination, 
and  take  a front  rank  among  the  fishing  waters 
of  the  country.  I hope  to  refer  to  this  subject 
in  a future  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and 
probably  date  my  notes  from  Windermere. — G. 


Mr.  G.  a.  P.vyton  writes  : “ Genoa,  July  1, 189o, 
My  dear  Marston, — You  may  be  interested  lo 
know  that  I saw  several  undoubted  May-flies, 
genuine  Green  Drakes,  on  June  2.5,  on  a little 
stream  in  the  Apennines,  about  1800  feet  above 
sea-level.  Owing  to  the  rough  nature  of  the 
ground  about  the  torrent,  I could  not  get  hold 
of  one  to  send  you,  but  there  was  no  mistake 
about  them,  and  the  size  and  colo  ir  exactly 
reminded  me  of  those  we  saw  together  on  the 
Itchen  in  May.  I got  seventy-five  trout  in  a 
day  and  a half  with  worm ; don’t  shudder,  in 
such  water  and  with  such  surroundings  there 
was  nothing  else  for  it.  Sea-fishing  poor,  and 
fish  awfully  dear.” 

Illegal  Salmon  Fishing  at  Whitry.  — On 
Saturday  week,  at  the  North  Riding  Police-court, 
Whitby,  two  sea  fishermen,  named  Wm.  Read- 
man  and  David  Peart,  were  charged  with  having 
illegally  fished  for  salmon,  contrary  to  the  bye 
law  of  the  Whitby  Board  of  Conservators.  In 
defence  defendants  asserted  that  they  did  not 
know  they  were  doing  any  harm.  The  magis- 
trates found  them  guilty,  but  this  being  the  first 
offence  under  the  new  bye-law  they  were  let  off 
with  nominal  fines. 


^cofcl)  ^lotcs. 

By  Mac. 

An  Aberdeen  correspondent  writes  me  : “The 
salmon  are  doing  very  well  both  in  quality  and 
number.  Several  very  fine  ones  have  been  got,  of 
weights  ranging  from  181b.  to  201b.,  the  average 
some  days  being  as  high  as  121b.  The  Don  dis- 
trict has  been  doing  best  lately,  owing  to  the  fine 
weather,  which  also  is  improving  the  fishing  at 
the  stations  of  Scrabster,  Thurso,  Wick,  Dunbeath, 
and  on  the  Moray  Firth.  The  Dee  has  been 
giving  a good  few  fish,  but  not  so  many  as  might 
be  expected,  seeing  that  tbe  river  has  been  a very 
good  size  for  the  past  ten  days.  We  have  got 
nearly  everything  we  could  wish  in  the  way  of 
weather  and  water,  and  are  quite  satisfied  with 
the  appearance  of  the  salmon.  The  grilse,  how- 
ever, are  not  doing  as  might  be  expected,  for 
although  they  were  late  in  coming  forward  we 
ought  to  have  been  getting  them  in  much  larger 
numbers  than  is  the  case.  A great  many  of  them 
have  been  rather  inferior  in  cjuality  and  very 
small  in  size,  which  they  ought  not  to  be  in  the 
first  week  in  July.  The  highest  weight  that  1 
have  seen  is  61b.,  while  the  average  would  not  be 
more  than  3|lb.  Sea-trout  are  doing  wonderfully, 
considering  the  long  time  which  the  drought 
lasted.  1 believe  the  greater  part  of  the  best  of 
the  time  was  lost  owing  to  this.  A good  few, 
however,  are  still  being  got  in  the  Dee,  the 
(piality  of  which  is  very  good.  They  have  been 
much  smaller  this  week,  however;  some  days  the 
average  weight  would  not  be  more  than  Ijlb. 
So  far  as  salmon  are  concerned,  they  have  done 
well  for  the  summer  season  as  yet ; but  it  has 
yet  to  be  proved  if  the  grilse  are  to  do  well.  I do 
not  care  to  say  definitely  about  them  as  they  are 
rather  backward  meantime.” 
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Sutherlandsbire,  but  it  was  particularly  heavy 
to  the  west  and  north.  Lochs  and  streams  in  the 
Tongue  district  have  risen,  and  much  better  sport 
is  anticipated.  Loch  Shin  is  rising,  as  also  the 
Kiver  Shin.  Belated  kelts  will  now  voyage  sea- 
wards. Sport  on  the  upper  reaches,  so  far  as 
salmon  angling  is  concerned,  has  been  a blank. 
Mr.  W.  Scott-Brock,  of  Auchinduich  House,  on 
Lord  Fitzhardinge’s  rod,  had  several  nice  baskets 
of  trout,  but  no  big  fish.  Prospects  here  very 
materially  improved  on  the  Ojkel  and  Oassley 
rivers,  and  fish  are  able  to  push  inland.” 

Our  Deveron  correspondent  writes : “ In  the 
beginning  of  last  week,  when  the  river 
fair  spate,  there  was  a splendid  run  of  fish  as 
far  up  as  the  dykes,  but  no  farther.  Some  oi 
the  salmon  were  of  exceedingly  large  size;  the 
largest  scaled  471b.,  21b.  heavier  than  last  year  s 
heaviest.  Grilse  were  of  splendid  quality,  and 
several  weighed  from  6lb.  to  bib.  The  heavy 
volume  of  water  did  much  to  clean  the  bed  of 
the  river.  Its  force,  however,  did  not  right  the 
entrance,  which  by  the  action  of  the  sea  is  almost 
closed.  The  stream  in  the  meantime  is  lowing 
eastward  between  two  bars  of  shingle.  When 
the  outer  bar  is  acted  upon  by  heavy  seas  the 
outlet  gets  closed  up  if  there  is  not  force  enough 
of  river  to  keep  it  open.  On  the  coast  the  yield 
of  salmon  and  grilse  for  the  week  ending  Satur- 
day last  was  about  60cwt.,  the  largest  of  any 
week  since  the  fishing  opened.  Anglers  are 
having  very  poor  sport.” 


The  herling  and  sea-trout  angling,  although 
proving  rather  fickle,  is  yet  doing  pretty  well  on 
the  Esk  and  Annan,  and  other  streams  of  the 
Solway.  The  bulk  of  the  fish  falling  to  anglers 
for  some  time  past  has  about  invariably  been 
herling  of  rather  a small  size  ; but  it  is  gratifying 
to  be  able  to  report  that  sea-trout  are  now  doing 
much  better  than  they  were  a week  or  two  since. 


The  sea-trout  are  still  coming  up,  and  they 
continue  to  be  a good  size  for  the  time  of  the 
year,  on  the  Kyles  of  Tongue  and  Durness,  in 
Sutherlandsbire.  

I AJi  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Alexander  Iraser, 
solicitor,  63,  Church-street,  Inverne.ss,  for  his 
letter  which  appeared  in  this  paper  last  week, 
correcting  the  paragraph  by  me  in  the  previous 
week’s  “ Scotch  Notes  ” column,  and  giving  the 
real  facts  relative  to  the  business  of  W.  A.  Mac- 
leay  and  Son,  Inverness. 

With  reference  to  the  preceding  note — I am 
conscious  that  mistakes  will  occur  in  the  Scotch 
Notes,  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  some ; but  I 
assure  the  readers  of  this  paper  that  what  I 
write  is,  to  the  best  of  my  belief,  correct.  Mis- 
takes, however,  should  not  be  allowed  to  pass ; 
therefore,  those  noticing  them  will  greatly  oblige 
by  correcting  them  at  once. 

Our  Spey  correspondent  writes  : “ Water  now 
in  excellent  ply,  but  few  fish  are  to  be  seen 
pushing  up.  I mildly  suspect  that  the  Duke’s 
netters  down  seaward  are  taking  too  good  care  of 
them.  The  altered  state  of  matters  has  not 
brought  such  sport  as  was  expected.  The  angling 
for  salmon  and  grilse  still  remains  practically  a 
dead  letter.”  

A “Far  North”  correspondent  writes;  “ It  now 
looks  as  if  rain  would  come  in  hearty  earnest ; 
but  what  fell  lately  made  no  material  difference 
to  the  rivers,  which  are  still  yielding  hardly  any 
sport  with  salmon  and  grilse.  But  some  nice 
baskets  of  trout  are  being  had  on  the  lochs  here 
and  there.  Till  recently  the  weather  was  too 
fine  and  too  hot  for  the  trout  rising  well ; but 
now  that  it  is  colder  they  should  be  far  better  on 
the  rise.  They  could  scarcely  be  in  finer  condi- 
tion than  they  are  now.” 

Mr.  John  Young,  Schoolhouse,  Lairg,  writes : 
“ Copious  rain  has  fallen  pretty  generally  over 


Mr.  Davip  Murray,  tackle  maker,  Brechin, 
writes  ; “ Since  the  advent  of  the  rain  a few  grilse 
have  succeeded  in  running  the  gauntlet  of  the 
netters  at  the  mouth  of  the  North  Esk,  and  are 
spending  tbeir  summer  holidays  at  the  Loups. 
They  have  been  tried  with  all  sorts  and  sizes  of 
Hies,  but  they  refuse  to  ‘ tak’  a hand.’  It  is  fair 
to  mention  that  the  ‘ Grapple  Saul  ’ fly  has  not 
as  yet  been  attempted,  which  shows  that  the 
‘ North  Eskers  ’ are  not  altogether  devoid  of  con- 
science. Perhaps  another  move  of  the  water 
would  make  these  fish  more  willing  to  negotiate. 
A good  many  sea-trout  have  got  to  the  uppei 
reaches  of  the  West  Water,  and  several  ones 
about  l^lb.  weight  have  been  taken,  some  with 
fly  and  "some  with  worm.  ‘ Hare  Lug,’  ‘ Zulu, 

‘ Toppy,’  and  ‘ Glenesk  Deadly  ’ are  maintaining 
their  reputation  as  killers.  Mr.  James  Strachan 
had  four  dozen  very  nice  trout  on  the  Bervie  on 
Wednesday  last,  with  worm  and  fly,  and  he 
reports  having  met  an  angler  who  had 
earlier  at  the  water  and  secured  a splendid 
creelful.  Visitors  to  Glenesk  are  having  good 
trouting  on  the  Eiver  North  Esk  and  its  feeders. 
Altogether  Waltonians  are  much  better  pleased 
with  the  prospects  and  results.” 

This  week  sport  improved  a little  on  Loch 
Leven,  but  not  a great  number  of  anglers  were 
trying  their  hand.  The  Glasgow  St.  Mungo 
Club  competed,  and  had,  amongst  the  seven 
competitors,  421b.  weight  of  trout.  No  competi- 
tor did  splendidly,  nor  any  one  very  badly,  ihe 
first  prize  taker,  Mr.  C.  Gibb,  had  not  quite  81b. 
weight,  which  leaves  a decent  average  to  the  six 
1 others.  The  best  takes  by  private  parties  were 
I Mr.  Harris,  291b.,  and  Mr.  Ogilvy,  _261b.  This 
year,  during  June,  the  loch  gave  5038  trout  as 
against  2100  in  June  last  year. 

The  drops  of  rain,  now  affecting  the  rivers 
somewhat,  are  mending  matters  up  the  Kyle  of 
Sutherland  way.  Shin,  Oykel,  and  Carron,  have 
all  given  better  sport  in  salmon  and  grilse  since 
1 tbe  end  of  last  week. 
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On  the  Inveroran  Hotel  section  of  the  River 
Orchy,  Argyllshire,  several  salmon  of  a good 
weight  were  caught  by  anglers  last  week. 

It  is  reported  that  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
Esk,  Dumfriesshire,  Col.  Wybergh  secured, 
during  two  days’  fishing  last  week,  no  fewer  than 
eighty  herlings  and  five  sea-trout.  Both  days,  it 
is  said,  he  enjoyed  splendid  sport.  Amongst  the 
sea-trout  of  the  Esk  and  Annan,  there  are  now 
“ occasionals  ” weighing  31b.  and  3|lb. 

The  takes  that  I have  heard  of,  of  Balmo  ferox 
of  good  weights  on  the  Scotch  lochs  during  the 
last  eight  days  are:  One  of  5lb.,  Loch  Assynt  ; 
one  of  441b.,  Loch  Cama ; one  of  4|lb.  and  one 
41b.,  Loch  Shin;  one  of  4|lb.  and  one  of  51b., 
Loch  Rannoch ; one  of  41b.,  Loch  Loyal ; and  one 
of  91b.,  Loch  Garry. 

Of  late  thunder  showers  have  been  pretty 
frequent  over  most  of  Scotland,  and  as  a result, 
the  great  majority  of  the  summer  angling  rivers 
have  filled  arid  freshened,  though  one  or  two  of 
them  not  sufficiently  to  clear  out  the  sun  and 
heat-induced  filth  accumulated  during  the 
recently  ended  long  spell  of  dry,  bright,  hot 
weather.  Till  this  filth  nas  been  swept  away,  and 
not  a trace  of  it  left,  there  is  but  little  chance  of 
the  angling  proving  so  really  good  as  it  ought  to 
be.  One  flood,  if  short  of  being  a very  heavy  and 
lasting  one,  is  not  enough  after  a prolonged  spell 
of  intense  drought  and  heat.  A second  one  is 
usually  needed"  to  set  the  angling  for  the 
migratory  iS'aZmouidm  thoroughly  to  rights.  The 
first  in  nearly  all  Highland  and  hilly  districts 
ends  with  inky-black  peat  water  (the  peat  ooziu  gs 
or  sipings  coming  from  the  cut  peat),  which 
really  does  more  harm  than  good,  putting,  as  is 
generally  observed,  the  fusli  greatly  off  the  rise. 


At  Aberlour,  on  Saturday,  the  first  grilse  of  ^the 
season,  got  so  far  up  tbe  river,  was  killed  ou^tbe 
Aberlour  House  water  by  Mr.  Findlay’s  keeper.- 

The  Tay  is  doing  nothing  yet,  but  hopes  that 
matters  will  improve  presently  are  now  enter- 
tained pretty  generally.  Our  correspondent 
writes  ; — “4Ye  have  had  a lot  of  rain  lately,  but 
not  so  much  has  yet  fallen  as  will  put  the  rivers 
up  to  high  fishing  level.  Lately  the  Tay  rose 
about  3ft.,  but  has  fallen  off  1ft.  again.  Later 
days  have  marked  an  improvement  in  the  net 
fishing.  Salmon  show  fairly,  sea  trout  abun- 
dantly, but  grilse  are  still  scarce.  Speedie  s 
netters  have  got  some  very  large  salmon.’ 


Usually  between  the  beginning  and  the  20th 
or  25th  of  the  present  month  it  is  found  that  the 
fishing  is  best  for  loch  trout  in  the  later  High- 
land districts  of  Scotland,- which  include  most  of 
Sutherland,  Caithness,  Cromarthy.  and  Ross- 
shires,  and  good  slices  of  the  counties  of  Argyll 
and  Perth,  together  with  the  higher  districts  of 
Moray,  Banff,  Aberdeen,  and  Forfarshires. 

G.  M.  M.,  Deeside,  writes : “ The  river  has 
been  in  a most  disgusting  state  during  the  past 
week.  While  the  fish  are  plentiful,  the  peaty 
colour  of  the  water  precludes  all  possibility  of 
really  good  sport.  And  as  long  as  it  runs  this 
colour  the  prospects  will  be  nowhere,  except  now 
and  again  to  the  bait  fisher.  A few  beasties 
were  G)t  on  the  Woodend  water  by  Charlie  Gill, 
on  the  Blackball  by  Frank  Farqubarson,  and  on 
the  Cairiiton  by  Davie  Rae,  all  scaling  from  22lb. 
to  441b.,  and  all  grilse.  The  right  of  angling 
the  Feugh  has  been  passed  over  by  the  Blackhall 
people  to  the  innkeeper  at  Whitestone,  and  should 
prove  an  attraction.  There  is  a great  dearth  of 
anglers  on  the  Dee  just  now,  and  the  most 
enthusiastic  of  the  present  generation,  Mr.  E. 
Drummond,  only  left  on  Tuesday  (to-daj ),  having 
prolonged  his  stay  to  see  what  the  floods  would 
bring  him.  Mr.  W.  E.  Nicol,  the  proprietor, 
now  takes  his  place  on  the  Ballogie  fishings. 

are  sorry  to  loose  the  famous  keeper,  angler,, 
and  fly-tyer,  John  Mortimer,  who  has  trans- 
ferred his  services  from  Ballogie  to  the  south.” 

The  lochs  of  the  respective  districts  in  the 
far  north  of  Scotland,  which  contain  the  best 
trout,  and  which  fish  best  in  July,  I would  give 
as  Lochs  Cracail,  Corr,  and  Migdale  in  the  Inveran 
and  Bonar  Bridge  districts;  Lochs  Craggie  and 
Beannoch  in  the  Lairg  district ; Lochs  Gru<W  and 
Glas-loch,  in  Strathbrora  ; Loch  Scye,  ne^  Reay ; 
Loch  Slettil,  Loch-na-Seilge,  Loch-na-Coorach, 
in  Strathhalladale;  Lochs  Liem-na-Claven  and 
Baddan  loch,  in  the  Helmsdale  basin ; Loch 
Bali«-all,  Loch  Craskach,  in  the  Melvich  district ; 
Loch-na-Caorach  and  Loch  Craggie,  in  the  Farr 
district ; Lochs  Craggie,  Loyal,  Slam,  Hallam, 
and  Meaddie,  in  the  Tongue  and  Altnaharra 
districts  ; Lochs  Crosspuil  and  Gaisgeach,  in  the 
Durness  district ; Lochs  Tarvie,  Sandwood, 
Ganivah,  in  the  Rhiconich  district;  Loch  Awe 
and  Gillaroo  loch,  in  the  Inchnadamph  district ; 
Lochs  Fewn  and  Skin-a-skink,  in  the  Loch  Inver 
district ; Lochs  Awe,  Veyatie,  and  Ailsh,  in  the 
Altnagallagach  and  Oykel  districts. 
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JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAY. 


WRINKLES  AND  HINTS. 


The  first  entry  for  the  Hull  Times  competition,  at 
Brigg,  in  North  Lincolnshire,  on  July  25,  was  received 
from  Mr.  Collier,  of  Tottenham,  London,  on  July  4. 
**#### 

Mb.  D.  E.  Pack-Bebesford.  while  fishing  at  Kilrea, 
Co.  Derry,  found  that  his  tail-fiy  became  entangled. 
While  freeing  it  the  other  two  flies  were  loose  in  the 
air,  when  one  (aCoch-y-bondhu)  was  seized  by  a martin. 
On  being  pulled  in  it  was  released,  and  flew  away  little, 
if  any,  the  worse  for  its  capture. 

#*#### 

An  account  of  the  meeting  held  on  Saturday  last,  at 
Stratford  St.  Mary,  at  which  the  case  of  Donald  Mint 
was  discussed,  appears  in  another  column.  There  can 
be  no  complaint  of  the  hearty  manner  in  which  anglers 
have  taken  up  this  latest  question  of  “ Public  Eights  ; ” 
the  only  regret  is  that  the  natives  (or  some  of  them) 
are  not  able  to  express  themselves  as  strongly  as  they 
feel.  It  is  pleasant  to  see  that  some  of  the  clubs  are 
convening  special  meetings  with  a view  to  assisting  the 
defence  fund. 

###### 

Mr.  Eolph,  of  the  Earn  Hotel,  Brandon,  writes  : 
“Fish  are  very  clean  now,  and  we  are  having 
splendid  sport ; some  London  gentlemen  have  taken 
some  very  good  fish,  both  roach  and  dace.”  We  may 
say  he  has  plenty  of  accommodation  for  anglers. 
###*## 

The  words  “ poisoned  fish  ” always  send  a shudder 
through  every  true  angler’s  veins.  We  have  bad  enough 
and  to  spare  of  late  of  such  instances.  This  week 
news  reaches  us  of  the  total  destruction  of  that  game, 
but  delicate  fish,  the  trout,  in  the  Corbeck.  Some  good 
sportsmen  have  forwarded  to  Mr.  E.  B.  Marston  a few 
specimens  of  trout  and  grayling  for  his  opinion  as  to 
the  cause  of  their  death.  “ Poisoned  ! ” will.  I am 
afraid,  be  the  verdict.  But  a scientific  investigation 
means  time,  and  the  decision  will  be  given  as  soon  as 
possible. 

«##*## 


. At  tbe  Crnmlin  petty  session,  co.  Antrim,  last 
Monday,  a very  interesting  case  was  heard.  Mr.  William 
Savage,  Inspector  of  fisheries,  summoned  the  Ulster 
Woollen  Company  (Limited),  having  an  office  at  Glenoak, 
near  Crumlin,  and  Thomas  J.  Scott,  managing  director, 
for  that  they  did  unlawfully  throw,  empty,  or  cause  to 
flow  into  the  Crumlin  river  certain  deleterious  or 
poisonous  liquids,  in  a state  poisonous  to  fish,  and 
contrary  to  the  statute.  Dr.  Mussen,  J.P.,  presided, 
Mr.  J.  K.  Currie,  of  Ballymena,  prosecuted,  and  Mr. 
Carnth,  of  Ballymena,  appeared  for  the  defence.  The 
magistrates  imposed  a fine  of  10s.  and  costs. 

#***## 

Mr.  E.  Ghubney  writes.-  “ I have  just  received  the 
following  list  of  stations  and  fares  on  the  Metropolitan 
Eailway  ” : 


Baker-street 

to 

Eickmansworth  . 

Chorley  Wood 

Chalfont-road  .. 

Chesham  

Amersham  

Great  Missenden,. 

Wendover 

Stoke  Mandeville 
Aylesbury 


Eeturn  Pare. 

s.  d. 

....  1 7 
. . 1 10 
....  2 0 
....  2 5 
....  2 3 
....  2 9 

....  a 3 

....  3 6 
....  3 8 


##*### 


Upwards  of  1601b.  of  roach,  some  good  jack  and 
bream,  and  a tench  of  3|lb.,  taken  within  half  an  hour 
of  Moorgate-street  Station,  is  the  reeord  of  what  was 
done  on  the  27th  nit.  at  the  Welsh  Harp,  Hendon.  This 
does  not  appear  as  though  the  water  was  depleted  of 
fish  by  the  great  frost  a year  or  two  sinee.  A large 
quantity  of  fish  were  certainly  lost  then,  but  the  waters 
have  been  liberally  re-stoeked  since  that  time  that  such 
takes  as  instanced  are  ordinary  events.  Messrs. 
Eiebardson,  of  Ye  Pluckie  Perche,  77,  Pinsbury-pave.^ 
ment,  are  now  acting  as  city  agents  for  this  fishery,  and 
from  them  all  information,  besides  tickets  (day  and 
yearly),  ean  be  obtained. 


##*### 


Mb.  Edwin  Gunston,  of  the  Eichmond  Piscatorial 
Society,  fishing  recently  with  Job  Brain,  at  Eichmond, 
had  some  remarkably  good  sport  with  the  barbel. 
Although  using  a No.  9 hook  on  fine  gut  and  single 
gentle,  he  succeeded  in  capturing  six  fish  weighing  301b. 
(largest  81b.). 

#*##** 


An  American,  after  a month’s  sojourn  in  “ Merrie 
England,”  was  asked  what  he  thought  of  the  climate. 
His  answer  was  to  the  effect  that  he  had  only  seen  a few 
“ samples.”  Anglers  may  be  pardoned  for  speaking  of 
the  “weather  ” perhaps  more  than  any  other  section  of 
the  community  ; for,  undoubtedly,  it  is  an  important 
factor  with  them.  Although  the  rivers  are  low  and 
clear,  no  complaint  can  bo  made  of  the  lovely  weather 
which  prevailed  during  the  departure  from  the  metroijolis 
of  the  Prineess  May,  who,  by  the  way,  appeared  some- 
what tired  of  the  festivities  ; and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the 
first  present  she  will  select  will  be  that  presented  to  her 
by  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  of  Alnwick,  and  that  a few 
weeks  with  the  rod  will  restore  her  to  her  wonted  health. 
The  presents  are  already  suflieienUy  numerous  in  all 
conscience,  but  there  is  still  one  omission — “ A case  of 
May-Flies,”  by  Dragnet. 


Pearls  worth  AllO, 000  were  in  three  years  taken  from 
mussels  in  the  Eiver  Tay. 


The  largest  trout  ever  caught  in  the  Upper  Yellow- 
stone, in  America,  measured  twenty-nine  inches  in 
length,  seventeen  inches  in  circumference,  and  weighed 
81bs.  and  9ozs.  It  has  been  stuffed  and  mounted  for 
exhibition  at  the  Columbian  Exposition. 

Gudgeon.  — Gudgeon  are  widely  distributed  over 
Europe  ; and  in  most  of  the  rivers  of  England  and 
Ireland  the  fish  is  found  in  abundance.  In  Scotland  it 
is  not  known  ; and  it  is  only  of  recent  years  that  it  has 
been  found  in  Cornwall  or  the  western  portion  of  Devon- 
shire. In  Franee  it  is  immensely  esteemed  for  the  table  ; 
two  francs  a pound  and  upwards  being  given  for  gudgeon 
in  the  country  towns.  It  is  said  that  Thames  fishermen 
can  always  get  a halfpenny  apiece  for  gudgeon  at  the 
waterside  hotels  on  the  Upper  Thames,  where  the  experi- 
ence of  anglers  has  taught  them  to  appreciate  the  edible 
charms  of  Oobio.  The  best  gudgeon  for  eating  are  those 
of  the  Thames,  which  far  surpass  in  flavour  those  of  the 
Trent  and  the  two  Avons,  where  they  are  found  in 
abundance.  Gudgeon  like  clear,  moderately  swift-flowing 
rivers,  with  bottoms  of  gravel,  and  here  and  there  deep 
holes  in  which  they  congregate  in  the  winter  for  warmth. 
Frank  Buckland,  who  was  an  ardent  admirer  of  gudgeon- 
fishing, says  that  “ favourite  spots  for  them,  when  in  the 
biting  humour  about  Windsor,  are  the  deep  holes  dredged 
out  of  the  bed  of  the  Thames  by  the  dredging,  locally  called 
ballast,  barges.”  But  a gudgeon  is  a hardy  little  fish, 
and  few  situations  come  amiss  to  him.  Gudgeon  do  well 
in  ponds  too,  though,  if  a brisk  steam  happens  to  run 
through  the  pond,  they  will  benefit  greatly  thereby. 

The  Minnow. — The  minnow,  though  the  smallest 
member  of  the  Vyprinidai,  is  by  no  means  to  be  despised 
on  that  aeoount.  Izaak  Walton  says  that  he  may  be 
“ for  excellency  of  meat  compared  to  any  fish  of  greatest 
value  and  largest  size.”  Mr.  Yarrell  says  “they  make 
an  excellent  fry  when  a sufficient  quantity  can  be 
obtained.”  The  minnow  is  one  of  the  greatest  dandies 
the  British  rivers  possess,  especially  when  he  goes 
courting  in  the  summer-time.  His  back  is  dark  green, 
ornamented  with  bars  of  a darker  shade.  A yellow  line 
adorns  his  side  from  his  gill-covers  to  his  tail,  his  cheeks 
and  fins  are  yellow,  and  underneath  he  is  a brilliant 
pink  during  the  summer,  at  other  times  a faint  yellow. 
As  all  this  variety  of  colour  is  united  on  a little  body 
barely  three  inches  long,  it  is  easy  to  imagine  what  an 
ornamental  little  fish  the  Leuciscus  phoxmus  is.  The 
minnow  is  very  different  from  the  gudgeon  in  his  choice 
of  water,  for,  while  the  gudgeon  has  an  unpleasant  liking 
for  sewer  water,  the  minnow  is  most  particular  that  the 
water  he  lives  in  is  clear  and  rapid.  The  water  of  the 
Itohen,  which  runs  past  Winchester  and  is  largely  mixed 
with  chalk,  is  particularly  favourable  to  minnows  ; and 
the  Itchen  minnows  are  said  to  be  unusually  large  and 
handsome.  It  was  perhaps  owing  to  their  being  so  that 
William  of  Wykeham,  the  founder  of  Winchester 
College,  was  so  very  partial  to  them,  and  had  them 
constantly  served  at  his  table.  At  a banquet  which  he 
gave  to  the  King  and  Queen  on  the  16th  of  September, 
1394,  many  kinds  of  fish  were  served,  and  amongst 
them  no  less  than  seven  gallons  of  minnows. 


A Monster  op  the  Deep. — Those  who  have  seen  a 
diving-suit  are  aware  of  the  frightful  appearance  of  a 
man  arrayed  in  it.  The  front  of  the  head-piec?  is  a 
large  circular  pane  of  glass,  giving  the  wearer  the  ap- 
pearance of  a hideous  Cyclops.  From  the  top  of  the 
head  runs  a rubber  tube  for  supplying  air  to  the  diver, 
and  there  is  also  a rope  for  hauling  him  up.  In  the 
early  days  of  the  gold  excitement  in  California,  a Mr. 
Potts  and  his  partner,  both  miners,  decided  that  there 
was  gold  at  the  head  waters  of  the  San  Joaquin.  They 
discovered  a deep  hole  in  the  bed  of  one  of  the  forks,  and 
concluded  that,  if  there  was  gold  anywhere  in  the  bed 
of  the  stream,  it  was  in  that  hole.  They  tried  diving  to 
the  bottom  ; but  the  water  was  too  deep,  and  they  found 
themselves  in  a dilemma.  Mr.  Pott’s  partner  bet, bought 
himself  of  a diving-suit  in  San  Francisco  which  he 
could  procure,  and  the  decision  was  reached  that  he 
should  go  and  bring  it.  This  he  did,  arriving  with  it 
after  some  time.  Mr.  Pott’s  partner  arrayed  himself  in 
the  suit.  Lying  across  the  hole  was  a fallen  tree,  and 
Mr.  Potts  and  his  partner  walked  out  upon  the  log,  and 
the  partner  slipped  down  into  the  water  and  was 
instantly  out  of  sight.  Mr.  Potts  held  the  rope  by 
which  to  pull  him  up.  The  signal  agreed  upon  was  a 
jerk  of  the  rope.  While  Mr.  Potts  was  thus  sitting  on 
the  log  and  holding  the  rope,  he  appeared  to  be  fishing 
with  a stout  line  for  big  fish.  He  was  thus  engaged 
when  Chief  Keweah  and  his  squaws  came  down  from  the 
mountains,  where  they  had  been  gathering  nuts.  He 
stopped,  and  thus  addressed  Mr.  Potts  ; “You  ketchum 
fish  ?”  “ No,  not  yet,’’  was  the  reply  ; “ but  I expect  a 

bite  pretty  soon.”  The  old  chief  was  evidently  much 
interested  in  the  acene,  and  without  more  ado  he  squatted 
on  the  bank  and  awaited  developments,  his  squaws  fol- 
lowing his  example.  Pretty  soon  there  came  a jerk  of 
the  rope  that  rippled  the  surface  of  the  water.  Keweah 
became  greatly  excited  when  he  saw  Mr.  Potts  pulling 
heavily  on  the  line  ; and  the  old  chief  raised  himself  to 
his  feet  and  watched  the  jirocedure  with  the  deepest 
interest.  Presently  the  monster  of  the  deep  came  to 
the  surface,  with  its  hideous  C.yclopean  eye  turned  in 
Keweah’s  direction.  “ Ugh  ! ” shouted  the  old  warrior  ; 
and  he  and  his  squaws  turned  suddenly  and  fled  panic- 
stricken  over  the  plains. 


GROUND  BAIT. 

The  force  required  to  open  an  oyster  is  more  than 
1300  times  its  weight.  


Anglers  should  make  the  best  of  this  world,  for 
they’ll  never  get  out  of  it  alive. 


An  angler  who  has  never  been  ashamed  of  himself  has 
never  been  well  introduced  to  himself. 


Ihe  Professor  : “ I’ve  caught  a good  many  trout  that 
weighed  seven  pounds.”  The  Colonel  : “ Yea  ; it  takes 
a good  many  to  weigh  that.” 


PiscATOR:  “ Any  use  fishing  in  this  brook,  my  man, 
dye  think  P”  The  man  : Try,  guvnor,  try.  Can  but 
try.  Dessay  there  s fool  fish  there,  like  elaew'aore.” 

For  one  angler  who  thinks  he  would  like  to  know 
everything  there  are  at  least  a dozen  who  think  they 
can  tell  him.  

“ Do  you  consider  oysters  healthy,  doctor  ? ” “ Cer- 

tainly, madam  at  least,  I never  had  a single  one  under 
treatment  in  the  whole  course  of  my  jiractice.” 

Eoach  is  a fish — a female  fish.  Cock-roaches  are 
caught  in  the  kitchen,  after  dark.  Soles  and  eels  are 
fish,  but  an  old  boot  isn’t,  though  a good  many  are 
caught  in  the  Thames.  Fly-fishing  is  frequently  in- 
dulged in  by  men  with  sticky  papers  round  their  hats. 


Australian  waters  produce  a fish  strong  enough  to 
jump  out  of  an  aquarium  and  skip  around  on  the  floor. 
By  a little  thoughtful  attention  this  fish  might  be  taught 
to  dip  itself  in  salt  and  | butter,  and  juv.p  into  a 
fryingpan  and  fry  itself.  

To  be  a fisherman  all  you  have  to  do  is  to  fish— that  is 
snffishent.  People  who  are  too  poor  to  have  a deposit 
account  in  the  bank,  deposit  what  they  have  on  the 
the  ground  and  fish  from  the  bank.  The  rich,  hovever, 
come  to  the  punt  at  once. 


An  angler,  in  top  boots,  asked  a shepherd  whether  the 
river  was  fordable  or  not.  “ Yes,”  said  he.  The  angler 
tried,  but  sank  in  head  over  heels.  “ Why,  you  rogue,” 
said  he,  ‘‘did  you  not  tell  me  I might  pass  over?” 
‘’Truly,  sir,”  says  he,  “ I thought  so,  for  my  geese  go 
over  and  back  every  day.” 


It  is  not  always  that  you  can  get  good  shooting,  but 
when  a sportsman  recently  asked  a farmer  : “ Any  good 
shooting  on  your  farm  ? ” the  agriculturist  replied  ; 
“ Splendid  ; there  is  the  tax-gatherer  in  the  parlour,  and 
my  mother-in-law  in  the  kitchen.  Climb  over  the  fence, 
young  man,  load  both  barrels,  and  shoot  the  lot.” 

An  enterprising-looking  countryman,  with  a large 
creel  full  of  fine  trout,  was  standing  in  the  doorway  of  a 
railway  station.  A passenger  accosted  him,  and,  after 
admiring  the  fish,  remarked : “ Going  to  take  them 
home  for  supper,  I suppose  ? ” “ Not  if  I can  help  it,” 

the  grinning  rustic  replied.  “ There  be  a party  of  gents 
as  went  fishing  from  here  this  morning  ; they’re  ’spected 
back  soon,  and  I'm  just  a-waiting  to  save  their  feelings.” 


A CURATE  on  his  way  to  church  one  Sunday  morning 
saw  two  lads  with  their  lines  and  rods  by  the  side  of  a 
stream.  The  good  man  was  fond  of  sport,  but  true  to 
his  creed  and  cloth.  “Boys,”  said  he,  in  a stern  tone, 
“ do  you  not  know  what  day  this  is  ? Have  you  not  been 

taught  that  it  is  a sin  to .”  At  this  point  down 

went  the  float  with  a jerk.  “ Pull  him  up  ! Pull  him 
up  I ” instinctively  exclaimed  the  rev.  gentleman. 


A Yobeshibeman  and  a Leicestershireman  contend- 
ing for  the  superior  fertility  of  their  respective  counties, 
the  Leicestershireman  declared  that  he  could  turn  a 
horse  into  a field  new-mown,  and  the  next  morning  the 
grass  would  be  grown  above  his  hoofs.  “ Pho ! that’s 
nothing,”  cried  the  Yorkshireman  ; ‘'you  mty  turn  a 
horse  into  a field  in  Yorkshire,  and  not  be  able  to  find 
him  next  morniny.”  

This  is  the  yarn,  says  the  Torkshire  Weekly  Post, 
my  angling  friend  sends  me  from  North  Wales  : — “ One 
of  our  cycling  men  did  a bit  of  fishing  in  the  river  here 
the  other  day,  and  when  he  mounted  his  machine  to 
return  home  the  handle  bar  was  decorated  with  a 
handkerchief  containing  some  remarkably  fine  eels.  He 
didn’t  ride  tar  before  the  tyre  of  his  front  wheel  came 
off,  and  while  he  got  off  his  iron  steed  to  investigate  the 
amount  of  the  damage,  one  of  the  largest  eels  glided  out 
of  the  handkerehief  and  dropped  on  the  groove  of  thn 
wheel,  which  it  completely  encircled,  and  stuck  there  as 
though  the  berth  suited  it.  Our  friend  was  startled  at 
first,  but  he  is  a practical  man  and  knows  a good  thing 
when  he  sees  it.  So,  letting  well  alone,  he  stuck  lhe 
tail  of  the  eel  in  its  mouth,  and  the  greed.y  beggar  in 
trying  to  swallow  it.self  tightened  more  and  more  round 
the  wheel,  and  the  cyclist  rode  home  on  his  new  tyre. 
He  says  for  ‘ resilience  ’ and  ‘ go  ’ the  Dunlop  pneumatic' 
isn’t  in  it  with  the  ‘ patent  eel  tyre.’  The  only  fault  he 
can  find  is  the  fishy  aroma  imparted  to  the  circumambient 
air  when  he  now  goes  for  a spin  on  his  machine.  The 
eel  is  not  yet  dead,  and  it  is  ho’^qd  with  careful  using 
may  last  throughout  the  season.” 
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NOTES  FOR  CLUB  ANGLERS. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Chubb,  of  sate  fame,  bas  taken  an  181b.  pike 
on  Loch  Tuinmel.  # ^ # 

Thk  T.A.P.S.  announce  their  annual  water  excursion 
for  the  ‘istii  inst.,  when  they  will  do  the  Thames  m a 
steam  launch.  1 trust  the  weather  may  be  propitious 
for  the  outing.  # ^ # 

AlbeadtP  Yes;  the  sea-serpent  has  been  seen  off 
I(iui(iue.  The  fell  monster  is  150ft.  'Ofg,  and  the 
captains  of  two  vessels  sailed  so  near  it  that  they 
counted  its  fins  ! Here  the  telegram  announcing  the 
discovery  of  the  wonderful  beast  ends,  so  I unable 
to  add  anything  as  to  their  number,  which  is  very 
unsatisfactory  from  an  angler’s  point  of  view. 

*** 

A MAMMOTH  bream  of  lOlb.  has  this  week  been  sent 
to  Cooper’s  for  preservation.  Where  the  fish  was 
caught  and  by  whom  I am  unable  to  say,  but  tne 
capture  is  nevertheless  a fact. 

* * 

The  Lea  season  opened  on  Saturday,  there  being  a 
good  head  of  water.  The  stream  was,  however,  rather 
too  bright.  Some  nice  dace  were,  I hear,  taken  at 
Ponder’s  End  on  the  2nd,  and  at  Broxbourne  a roach  of 
11b.  2oz.  was  secured.  I beg  to  remind  anglers  that 
all  perch  and  pike  must  be  put  back  until  August  . 

The  Stort  cannot  be  badly  off  for  trout.  Since 
May  1,  Mr.  Gee,  the  Anglers’  Association  s ^atw- 
bailiff,  has  taken  between  Bishops  Stortford  and  Saw- 
bridgeworth  eleven  fish,  weighing  in  the  afgre^ate 
2(?lb.  Mr.  Gee  is  now  going  in  for  a little  roach  fishii  g, 
and  in  the  evenings  has  captured  some  eighty  or  ninety 
good  fish  since  commencing  operations.  nl® 

Lglers  to  try  their  fortunes  in  this  stretch  of  water, 
and  surely  the  hint  is  worth  taking. 

Several  members  of  the  Chelmsford  Angling  Society 
have  been  after  the  roach  lately,  but  up  to  the  present 
they  have  not  had  any  very  heavy  takes.  Messrs,  h. 
Pluck  and  B.  Newell  have  been  the  mo.st  successtu 
members.  * 

# 

The  Bermondsey  Brothers  are  going  it- 
of  fish  were  to  be  seen  on  their  trays  on  the  ..nd  inst. 
Mr.  W.  Streeton  was  top  scorer  with  a fane  snow  oi 

bream — 331b.  * # 

# 

The  Chiswick  Piscatorials  were  enrolled  on  the 
Central  Association  on  Monday  night.  They  number 
forty -five  members  already^  ^ 

The  residents  of  Streatham  have  just  formed  an 
angling  society.  Mr.  H.  Kimber,  M.P.,  is  its  pi’eside®t, 
and  the  vice-presidents  include  a number  ®i  ^ ’ 

Mr.  Ambridge,  of  Surrey  Villa,  Sunny  Hill-road,  is  the 
secretary  of  the  new  club,  which  is  installed  at  tne 
High  School  Hall,  Penfold-road,  Streatham. 

^ ^ * 

I have  received  the  new  ” Angler’s  Guide  ” from  Mr. 
Ghurney,  and  it  is  particularly  useful  to  anglers  thi 
season,  L it  contains  a list  of  the  new  fishing  stations, with 
the  fares  thereto  on  the  Great  Eastern  and  London  and 
North-Western  Railways.  The  price  of  the  guide  is  bd., 
and  it  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Ghurney,  at  un, 
Murray-street,  New  Nortlnri^d,  N, 

The  open  competition  fished  by  the  Albion 

Piscatorials  last  week  resulted  in  421b. 
weighed-in.  The  prizes  were  taken  by  (1)  Mr.  L.. 
Newbury,  (2)  Mr.  K.  Mudd,  and  (3)  Mr.  A.  K.  Matthews. 
I hear  the  members  are  arranging  to  fish  a triendly 
competition  with  a team  of  the  St.  Ives  anglers. 


IProvincial  Botes 


The  secretary  of  the  St.  Ives  Angling  Society  (Mr.  E. 
Collinson)  writes  to  inform  me  that  Mr.  Ailwyn  t. 
Fellowes,  M.P.,  has  expressed  his  intention  oi  present- 
ing a challenge  cup  to  the  club.  Some  roach  from  14oz. 
to  11b.  l^oz.  were  weighed  into  the  club  on  Friday  and 
Saturday. 

I AM  credibly  informed  that  over  fifty  roach  weighing 
11b.  apiece  were  taken  by  various  anglers  in  the  Arun 
at  Pulborough  and  Amberley  on  Sunday  week. 

On  the  2nd  inst.  the  Amberley  anglers  again  did  some 
execution.  The  tide  answered  admirably,  and  the  water 
being  also  in  good  condition  many  nice  takes  ot  hsb 
were  secured.  The  special  train  was  crammed,  a,nd  i 
hear  that  over  700  persons  alighted  1 at  Amberley  alone. 
Here  are  a few  of  the  catches  made  there,  and  furnished 
to  me  by  one  who  had  been  fishing  the  ■ One 

angler  (whose  name  my  informant  did  not  think  ot), 
IClb.  bream,  one  over  4Jlb.  ; Mr.  Frank  \ anhegan.  141b. 
bream  and  roach,  one  roach  IJlb.,  largest  bream  -jlb.; 
Mr.  C.  Watling,  111b.  bream  and  roach,  two  roach  l^lb. 
each  ; Mr.  G.  Watling,  between  71b.  and  81b. ; Mr.  \\  . 
Biggs,  about  81b.;  Mr.  S.  Hill,  about  .db.  ; Mr.  Gill, 
lUb  roach;  Mr.  Norris,  81b.;  Mr.  Whitbread,  lOlb.  or 
nib. ; Mr.  Steadman,  81h.,  &c. 

* ** 

The  iirizes  in  connection  with  the  roving  competHioii, 
starting  at  Pulborough  on  the  16th  inst.  are ; r ij'st, 
.£2;  second,  £1  10s.;  third,  ill;  fourth,  los.  ; filth, 
10s.  Od.  ; sixth,  10s.  (id.  ; seventh,  lOs.  ; specimen  roach, 
5s. ; specimen  bream,  timepiece  ; to  which  will  be  added 
the  fid.  entrance  fee.  QoosEguiLL. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  was  held  at  the  Birming- 
ham Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield,  on  Friday  e^uing  last. 
Tune  30  Mr  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  C.  White  occu- 
Jled  the  le-chair.  The  chief  business  of  the  meeting 
was  the  election  of  the  chief  officers  and  committee  for 
the  ensuing  year.  The  president,  in  opening  the  meeting, 
noS  out  the  good  work  the  society  had  done  in  the 
past,  and  also  the  assistance  the  members  who  had 
fallen  into  distress  had  received  from  the  funds,  he 
congratulated  the  society  upon  its  numerical  and  finan- 
cial progress.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meetings 
were’^read  and  confirmed  with  very  little  discussmn, 
when  the  election  of  officers  wu^fas 

T Coles  was  elected  as  president  and  Mr.  C.  White  as 
vice-president,  Mr.  White  was  also  elected  treasurer. 
Messrs.  Hughes  and  Hall  were  elected  as  trustees,  and 
Mr  H Miller  as  secretary.  The  election  of  the  com- 
mittee resulted  as  follows  ; Messrs.  Marshall,  Reynolds, 
Cnx  Marsden  Jolly,  Currie,  Collinbourne,  Bruton, 
Turner  Blacks’haw,  Darby,  Dawes,  Gorman.  Burrows, 
Saunders  Dillon,  Page,  Tallis,  and  Pearsall.  The  seore- 
tnvy  reported  that  a first-class  number  of  prmes  had 

been  received  for  the  forthcoming  contest,  and  he  called 

upon  the  meeting  to  push  th®  sale  of 

the  contest  and  excursion,  which  takes  place  on  the  15th 

of  the  present  month  in  aid  of  the 

The  annual  subscriptions  are  now  due  from  members 
to  the  Benevolent  Society,  and  the  secretary  would 
Lteem  it  a favour  if  the  club  secretaries  would  forward 
the  same,  together  with  the  names  and  addresses,  to 
him  as  soon  L possible  so  that  he  can  place  his  report 
before  the  next  committee  meeting.  , , , 

The  Victoria  Society  had  a very  pleasant  ® 
on  Monday  last  at  Alrewas,  where  they  fished  then 
annual  contest . About  thirty  of  the  members  competed 
Under  the  usual  conditions  all  the  members  but  one 

succeeded  in  securing  fish  which  run  rather  smalL  The 

chief  honours  fell  to  Mr.  T.  Southall.  Mi . F.  Starsmore 

*^”a)1  the^efub^  are  now  busy  with  their  contests,  and 
have  completed  their  arrangements  so  far  as  the  time 
and  places  are  concerned.  They  are  now  on  the  look 
out  for  prizes.  The  Bellbarn  club,  which  is  the  largest 
and  on/ of  the  best  conducted  clubs  in  Birmingham, 
informs  me  that  they  intend  holding  their  annual  con- 
test in  the  Avon,  at  Twyning  Fleet,  on  Monday,  July 
17th  next  Over  100  of  the  members  are  expected  to 
c/mpete  • 'the  club  offer  a first-class  lot  of  prizes  to  be 
Setedfor.  The  club’s  valuable  challenge  cup  will 
X breompeted  for,  and  go  to  the  winner  of  the  first 
nrize  and  be  held  by  him  for  the  term  of  twelve  months. 

I am’pleased  to  see  that  the  club  fish  their  contest  at  a 
place  where  the  fish  are  plentiful,  and  I expect  to  record 
some  catches  above  the  average  in  this  contest. 

The  Rose  and  Crown  Society  fish  their  annual  contest 
on  August  20,  also  at  Twyning  Fleet.  As  a large 
numbw  of  the  members  will  patronise  this  contest 
as  it  is  the  first  time  the  club  has  fished  their  contest 
in  a river,  special  railway  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  the  club  by  Mr.  White,  and  a reduction 
in  the  fare  has  been  made  to  the  members  about  1.^ 
"embVrs"  e expected  to  compete.  T^®  cliib  in  he  past 
has  been  noted  for  its  grand  prizes,  but  this  year  they 

^ sUS'onibf ««“■  5“ 

been  all  that  could  be  desired.  A great  many  ®f 
members  have  been  out,  and  nearly  all  have  met  with 
fair  sport.  All  our  Midland  rivers  remain  very  low, 
anda^good  heavy  rain  is  required  th^e 

and  freshen  up  the  water  ; this  would  also  benefit  the 
pol  and  canals,  as,  owing  to  the  absence  of  rn.n  the 
waters  have  become  very  stagnant,  and  the  pools  ex 
ceedingly  low.  Pool  fishing  at  the  present  time  neai  to 
BRnfingtom  has  been  very  go°d.  a“d  some  very  Urge 
takes  of  mixed  fish  have  been  reported  from  those  pools 
that  are  only  accessible  to  the  select  tew. 


the  Little  Marryat,  Throstle  Wing,  Pale  Hvening  Dun, 
and  Red  Spinner  have  also  been  effective.  In  the  Irent, 
coarse  fishers  have  been  doing  fairly  well. 

In  the  King’s  Mills  water,  on  the  reserved  portion, 
Mr.  Wood,  last  Friday,  killed  four  barbel,  weighing 
22ilb.  A few  good  barbel,  roach,  and  chub  have  been 
taken  in  the  Shardlow  reach,  while  in  the  Sawley  reac  i, 
some  good  chub  have  fallen  to  wasp  grub.  Roach  tishei  s 
who  are  not  doing  well  with  maggot  and  wasp  grub, 
should  try  wheat.  I have  seen  no  one  fly-fishing  in  the 
Derbyshire  portion  of  the  Trent.  Eels  are  still  running 
up,  but  the  “ fixed  engines”  are  as  yet  taking  but  tew. 
Canal  fishers  during  the  past  week  have  been  out  in 
large  numbers,  but  have  not  been  very  successtul.  ine 
canal  at  this  point  (Western  Cliff),  from  Swarkestone  to 
Aston-on-Trent,  can  only  now  be  fished  on  payment  ot 
3d.  per  day.  It  is  a very  favourite  reach  with  Deibj 
anglers,  and  has  been  so  much 

especially  by  the  taking  of  undersized  fish  of  all  kinds) 

that  the  restriction  will  do  a world  of  good.  In  popu- 
larity this  bit  of  water  vies  with  the  Wellington  portion, 
which  has  been  doing  fairly  well.  Coarse  fish  generally 
are  still  inclined  to  keep  in  the  shallows  and  rapid  water, 
especially  dace.  Barbel  are  thus  early  showing  no 
objection  to  the  worm. 


from  DERBYSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  heavy  rains  have  had  an  appreciable  eff  ect  ^he 

various  trout  streams.  The  Derwent  rose  3ft.  ana  was 
coloured  while  the  Dove  also  rose  and  was  well  tinged. 

coarse  fish  if  they  do  not  ge;.  trout.  Both  on  tne  vvye 
and  the  Derwent  fly-fishing  has 

cess  and  good  baskets  have  been  taken  f ®® 

Se  poftion  has  yielded  faiidy  well,  ^ ^ ® «ot 

heard  of  much  having  been  done  on  the  Dove,  on 
thich  matters  have  been  up  to 

factorv  Lower  down  the  Derwent  about  Dufteld  and 
BelpeJ  (where  the  river  begins  to  show  marked  signs  of 
pollution,  and  trout  are  scarce)  coarse  fish  have  "0^®?“ 
faking  with  any  freedom.  Coarse  fish  m marked  di^ 
tinction  to  what  they  are  doing  in  the  irent,  in  wnicu 

thev  are  lying  mostly  in  the  weed,  are  keeping  verj-  miich 

onVe  Lrfac^eTn  thm  portion  of  the  Derwent.  Und^ 
such  circumstances,  fly— so  iar  as  dace  are  concerned 
would  yield  better  results  than  any  kind  oi  bait 

A crack  brook  fisher  had  a.  nice  basket  ot  brook  trout 
three  and  a half  brace  in  '"P  .S® 

savs  all  with  wasp  grub.  The  brook  trout  fashing  this 
seLon  has  been  poor,  owing  to  the  dry  weather,  but  the 
fish  are  in  excellent  condition.  1 he  killing  flies  have 
been  Yellow  and  Ash  Dun,  (Juill  and  Black  Gnats  ; while 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE'. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Angling  prospects  in  the  Fen  District  continue  to 
improve.  Sunday’s  heavy  rain  has  put  the  waters  m 
better  trim,  and,  although  the  weeds  are  still  a nuisunce, 
sport  is  considerably  better  than  it  was  a fortnight  ago. 

I hear  that  fishermen  from  the  northern  towns— Shemeia 
especially— are  beginning  to  arrive  in  the  Boston  dis- 
trict The  lower  reaches  of  the  Forty-foot  are  their 
favourite  haunts  ; but,  owing  to  the  weedy  condition  ol 
this  river  many  of  them  are  at  present  confining  their 
attention  to  the  Witham  between  Boston  and  Lincoln. 
Some  of  the  smaller  drains  between  Bcmrne  and 
Spalding  including  Vernatt’s,  the  Cimnter  Drain,  and 
also  the  river  Glen-are  just  now  affording  excellent 
sport.  In  some  of  these  waters  tench  are  very  plentitui, 
and  I hear  that  Mr.  Brogden,  a S^palding  gentleman 
captured  in  three  days,  near  Bode  The 

these  fish,  weighing  from  2Jlb.  to  3Jlb.  each, 
prospects  are  improving  every  day. 

FROM  HAMPSHIRE  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Salmon  are  still  being  brought  down  the  Itchen  in 
somewhat  large  quantities,  and  sea  trout  are  also  coming 
down  as  far  as  the  weirs.  Some  few  salmon  have  been 
captured  since  my  last,  but  I fail  to  hear  of  any  indiv  - 
dual  hauls  worthy  of  special  mention.  ^ • j a 

Tuesday  night  we  had  a perfect  hurricane  of  wind  and 
rain,  and  the  result  will  be  to  put  the  rivers  J®d 
move,  and  in  some  cases  to  a state  of  flood.  We  are 
glad  to  see  the  rain,  but  it’s  too  late  to  do  much  good. 

Some  people  have  peculiar  ideas  of  catching  fash,  and 
an  amusing  instance  was  recorded  at  Southampton  on 
Friday,  when  a youth  named  William  Cooper  was  fined 
5s  for  “ angling  ” with  a stolen  bucket.  Lhe  defendant 
admitted  that  he  used  the  bucket  for  the  purpose  of 
angling,  but  it  did  not  transpire  with  what  result. 

from  the  lake  DISTRICT. 

From  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

There  is  very  little  to  report  this  week  from  any  part 
of  tlie  district,  and  it  really  appears  as  though  anglers 
will  have  to  “ throw  up  the  sponge  ’ on  some  rivers. 
Limited  areas,  however,  have  benefited  by  thunder 
showers,  and  we  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  a wish 
that  the  rain  may  become  more  general.  Given  a go^od 
fresli  many  streams  would  immediately  receive  an  in- 
fluTof  sea  fish,  which  are  said  to  be  lying  in  large 
numbers  in  the  estuaries.  A ®®“®Yl®’?ble  quantity  haie 
been  taken  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kent,  where  a limited 
amount  of  netting  is  done,  and  water  only  is  refla'r®^ 
to  enable  the  morts,  &c.  to  run  upward.  Perch  can  be- 
obtained  in  galore  on  Lake  Windermere, 
counting  their  takes  by  scores  at  an  outing.  . 
specimens  of  the  large  lake  trout  ®'’^® 
to  book  ; and,  in  fact,  the  akes  are  about  the  only 
places  where  a certainty  of  sport  may  be 
^ Amongst  the  small  number  who  have  tri^  ^^®  Jrl 
on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Eden,  Messrs.  Robt.  Hod., 
son  and  William  Thornton  have  been  most  successful, 
Xi  securing  a few  pounds  with  Corncrake  oi‘ 

the  Kent,  Messrs.  Garnett,  W.  Fisher,  and  J. 
Whitehead  have  had  a few  trout  above  Bowston;  while 
the  Sprint  has  yielded  its  quota  to  the  rods  ot  Me.ssrs. 
Sdl  and  others  in  the  vicinity  Hurneside,  wasp  g^^^ 
and  night  fly  being  the  lures  used.  Mr.  C.  \\  . Watson 
and  Mr.  J.  Jackson  .also  had  a few  tr  ut 
stream  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  and  Mr.  H.  Stabler  on 

^''in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Cockermouth  Messrs. Telford^ 
Patterson,  Wilkinson,  Wakefield,  Todhunter,  and  Alli- 
son have  had  a few  good  sea  fish  up  to  2J,lb.  each. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Sport  during  the  past  week  lia®  been 
average  character.  On  the  1st  inst.  the  St.  Helen  s 
anglers  visited  the  Worsley  canal  fishery  at  Leigh  to  the 
number  of  about  seventy.  Ihe  catches  ”’®''® 

The  following  is  an  official  list  of  winners  : Messrs.  ^ . 
Burrows,  T Gilman,  S.  Gilman,  and  H Moss  Greed. 
The  prizes  were  both  useful  and  valuable.  Mr.  Ge  . 
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Boardman  has  taken  a roauh  of  lib.  8oz.,  which  will 
soon  be  located  in  the  society’s  club  room.  To-day  the 
Moss  Side  Socials  are  formally  opening’  the  sixth  water 
secured  for  their  use.  The  Now  Islington  anglers  fished 
their  first  contest  in  tlie  Worsley  canal  fishery  at 
Bittern  Wood  on  the  1st.  The  following  are  the 
winners: — Messrs.  Samuel  Hicks,  Kobert  Nuttall,  John 
Wilson,  and  Samuel  Ellison.  Mr.  Livingstone  took  a 
tench  lljoz. 

The  Swinton  Anglers,  fishing  a contest  side  by  side 
with  the  above  society,  had  very  fair  sport,  all  members 
taking  fish.  -The  following  were  the  principal  winners  : 
—Messrs.  J.  Bromilow,  T.  Bromilow,  T.  Kenyon,  Geo. 
Haywood,  John  Smith. 

The  July  meeting  of  the  Kingfisher  Angling  Society 
was  held  on  the  4th,  a full  agenda  mostly  of  a private 
nature  was  dealt  with.  It  was  resolved  to  give  a prize 
to  the  Manchester  district  of  not  less  than  .£1  Is.  for 
their  competition  on  the  29th,  and,  owing  to  the 
numerous  applications  for  membership,  it  has  been 
deemed  necessary  to  raise  the  entrance  fee  to  £1  Is. 
The  members  intend  visiting  Scotland  shortly.  The 
Wellington  Angling  visited  the  waters  at  Higher 
Blackley  on  the  1st,  and  found  winners  for  the  prizes 
offered  as  follows  : — Messrs.  R.  England.  E.  Whitehead, 
B.  Jackson,  W.  Butterworth,  W.  Tinker,  J.  Butter- 
worth,  J._  Holmes,  W.  Smith  (2),  R.  Boardman,  W. 
Smith  (I),  E.  Hibbert,  R.  Cox,  G.  Smith,  J.  Small,  W. 
Prescott,  jun.,  and  R.  Edge. 

Manchester  anglers  are  requested  not  to  forget  the 
general  meeting  on  the  20th. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  weather  has  been  very  unsettled  and  thunder- 
storms have  raged  throughout  the  valley  of  the  Trent. 
The  change  has  had  a prejudicial  effect  on  sport. 

In  the  King’s  Mills  fishery  Mr.  T.  Wood,  the  lessee, 
had  four  grand  barbel  on  Friday  with  the  worm.  They 
weighed  22Jlb.,  and  were  in  the  best  possible  condition. 
Mr.  S.  Poyson  caught,  on  the  same  day,  a barbel  of  4|lb. 
on  a very  fine  roach  line  ; and  others  did  well. 

At  Shardlow  Mr.  G.  Bates  bagged  a couple  of  barbel 
and  a bag  of  capital  eels,  numbering  fourteen  fish. 

At  Wilford  Mr.  H.  Walker  accounted  for  twenty-two 
barbel  during  the  week ; and  on  the  shallows  above  the 
bridge  some  very  good  chub  and  dace  were  secured  by 
the  fly  fishermen. 

On  the  town  side  of  the  river  Mr.  A.  Eaton  bagged, 
with  fly,  ten  dace,  averaging  very  nearly  as  many  ounces 
each. 

Mr.  T.  Leak  has  had  barbel  up  to  .51b.  from  Holme 
Pierrepont,  and  chub  have  come  from  the  fishery  of  Mr . 
W.  Parr  at  Colwick. 

Lower  down  the  Trent  sport  has  not  been  good, 
anglers  complaining  of  the  presence  of  bottom  weed. 

I had  some  conversation  last  Saturday  with  Aid. 
Sands,  of  Nottingham,  our  conservator  on  the  Trent 
Fishery  Board,  relative  to  the  snatching  of  fish  by 
would-be  fishermen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  borough, 
and  more  particularly  in  the  town  waters  themselves. 
He  pointed  out  several  difficulties,  which  are  familiar  to 
anglers  who  do  not  begrudge  the  expenditure  of  a small 
sum  in  the  protection  of  fish  throughout  the  fishery 
district,  and  promised  to  lay  the  evils  complained  of 
before  the  board  authorities.  He  also  promised  me  to 
consult  the  Town  Clerk  (Sir  Samuel  George  Johnson)  as 
to  what  could  be  done  to  punish  offenders  in  the  waters 
over  which  the  corporation  possess  vested  interests  on 
behalf  of  the  public.  Local  organisations  cannot  be 
expected  to  do  the  work,  legitimate  work,  of  public 
bodies,  and  I sincerely  trust  that  definite  action  will 
speedily  be  taken  to  bring  offenders  to  justice.  Anglers 
having  the  sport  at  heart  deeply  regret  the  absence  at 
Nottingham  of  paid  bailiffs  of  the  fishery  board.  Until 
we  have  one  or  two  no  real  good  will  ever  be  accom- 
plished. 

In  my  notes  last  week  re  the  weight  of  the  magnificent 
roach,  which  was  shown  to  me  during  a recent  visit  to 
Bristol  by  Mr.  R.  D.  Frost,  of  48,  Victoria  and  Temple 
Streets,  I returned  it  at  31b.  2oz.  It  should  have  read 
31b.  8oz.  It  is  a fine  specimen,  and  well  deserving  of 
inspection  by  visitors  to  the  western  town. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

There  is  every  indication  that  the  recently-opened 
coarse  season  is  to  be  one  of  the  most  active  of  late  years. 
Within  recent  times  there  will  have  been  no  season 
in  which  there  have  been  more  matches,  club  and 
otherwise,  than  there  promises  to  be  this  year. 
Already,  despite  the  fact  that  the  season  has  not  yet 
been  open  more  than  two-thirds  of  a month,  I have  before 
me  particulars  of  nearly  120  matches  arranged  by 
Sheffield  clubs,  the  number  including  all  sorts  of  clubs, 
and  embracing  all  sorts  of  places  and  waters. 

Matters  piscatorial  remain  pretty  much  as  they  were 
last  week  until  Monday  and  Tuesday.  Up  to  then  fly- 
fishing had  been  carried  on  with  much  success,  whereas 
bottom-fishing  had,  in  most  cases,  been  very  disappoint- 
ing. 

There  are  waters  in  Lincolnshire,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Boston,  Lincoln,  and  Bardney,  including  the 
lower  and  upper  Witham,  the  Forty-foot,  the  Fossdyke, 
Hophole  Drain,  Conbridge,  and  the  Ancholme,  where  it 
has  been  no  uncommon  thing  on  the  opening  day 
for  a good  angler  to  take  his  two  and  three 
stone  of  fish.  But  this  year,  through  a variety 
of  causes,  very  little  was  done,  and  it  was  not 
until  last  Monday,  when  the  greater  portion  of 
the  north  of  England  was  visited  by  heavy  thunder  and 


rain  storms,  that  angling  looked  uji.  After  a grand 
shower  there  are  few  waters  better  for  coarse  fishers 
than  the  Witham  and  the  Ancholme  ; while  for  trout 
anglers  the  Derwent,  under  similar  conditions,  is  hard 
to  boat. 

Some  grand  baskets  have  been  made  from  the  Der- 
went, with  the  maggot,  in  the  Ambergate  and  Matlock 
lengths,  and  in  the  Chatsworth  waters.  The  Trent  has 
yielded  well  in  barbel,  the  Ancholme  and  Witham  in 
roach,  perch,  and  bream  ; while  in  the  Eckington  dis- 
trict fair  quantities  of  roach  have  been  taken  from  the 
River  Rother.  Viewed  in  the  light  of  Monday’s  rain,  1 
recommend  the  Ancholme,  Witham,  and  Derwent  for 
fishing  next  week. 

Last  Saturday  several  members  of  the  Freestone  Club, 
held  at  the  Crown  Inn,  Scotland-street,  had  good  sport 
at  Boston,  among  roach,  bream,  and  tench.  W.  Wild 
had  341b.  12:;oz. ; C.  Kirk,  341b.  13oz.  : E.  Birch,  Iblb.  ; 
A.  Clark,  41b.  9oz.  None  were  weighed  in  under  six 
inches  in  length.  The  Pheasant  Inn  party  had  some 
grand  trout  at  Hazlehead,  near  Penistone  last  Thursday. 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Various  matters  of  considerable  importance  to  anglers 
of  the  Upper  Severn  and  Vyrnw.y  were  considered  at  a 
joint  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Severn  Board  of 
Conservators  acting  for  the  counties  of  Salop,  Mont- 
gomeryshire, and  Denbighshire,  on  Saturday  at  the 
Guildhall,  Shrewsbury,  convened  by  Mr.  J.  Williams, 
hon.  sec.  to  the  Salop  sub-district  committee,  in  view 
of  the  coming  board  meeting.  The  first  business  was 
the  consideration  of  the  proposal  now  being  considered 
by  the  executive  of  the  board  to  increase  the  price  of 
trout  rod  and  line  licences,  from  Is.  to  2s.  There  was  a 
lengthy  discussion  in  the  matter,  and  ultimately  the 
proposal  was  approved,  mainly  on  account  of  the  under- 
standing that  the  additional  revenue  thus  obtained  by 
the  board,  will  be  spent  in  the  upper  water  districts  from 
which  it  will  be  derived.  The  scheme  of  appointing 
honorary  water  bailiffs  was  next  touched  upon,  and 
various  objections  were  raised,  and  the  propo.sal  at  length 
condemned.  The  next  item  on  the  agenda  was  the  con- 
sideration of  the  question  which  is  being  raised  in 
various  localities  as  to  the  necessity  tor  netting 
out  a goodly  number  of  the  pike  and  chub 
which  are  far  too  numerous  in  the  Upper  Severn  for  the 
well-being  of  the  trout.  It  was  contended  that  the 
trout  could  not  be  expected  to  thrive  while  so  many 
heavy  pike  and  chub  exist.  Ultimately  the  proposal 
was  agreed  to.  The  only  matter  of  importance  arising 
out  of  the  general  business  was  a discussion  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  practice  of  allowing  water  bailiffs  to 
sell  licences  was  a right  one.  Various  members  strongly 
deprecated  the  practice,  and  the  matter  was  at  length 
reterred  to  the  board  for  further  consideration.  Sir 
Charles  Rouse  Broughton  occupied  the  chair,  and 
among  those  present  were  Mr.  J.  'VVatson,  Berwick  Hall, 
Mr.  H.  Hughes,  Mr.  J.  H.  Morris  (Shrewsbury),  Mr.  J. 
Kempster  (Llausaintffraid),  Mr.  J.  Williams  (hon.  sec. 
to  the  Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling  Society),  and  many 
other  prominent  conservators. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  long-delayed  rain  came  in  torrent.s  on  Monday, 
when  a thunderstorm  of  unusual  severity  passed  over 
Yorkshire.  This  has  refreshed  the  rivers  almost  every- 
where. Rod  and  line  men  turned  out  in  large  numbers 
on  Tuesday  morning,  but  had  to  put  up  with  the  Usual 
disadvantages  of  discoloured  water. 

Several  York  men  proceeded  to  Elvington,  and  tried 
the  Derwent.  Nearly  all  were  bottom  anglers,  but  they 
came  away  with  fairly  well  filled  baskets. 

The  Foss  at  York  has  yielded  some  fine  roach,  Mr.  E. 
Wilson  having  done  well. 

As  regards  the  Ouse,  however — in  the  more  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  the  city — matters  are  not  so  encourag- 
ing. I was  assured  by  one  gentlemen  this  (Wednesday) 
morning,  that  all  three  expert  York  men  caught  between 
them  on  the  previous  da.y,  was  three  eels  and  a small 
dace.  The  water  was  coffee  coloured,  and  the  mouths 
of  the  fish  taken  were  full  of  nasty  green  matter.  This 
may  be  owing  to  the  sewerage  works,  as  higher  up  the 
stream  nothing  similar  was  noticed. 

At  Richmond,  Thirsk,  and  in  the  West  Riding  angling 
has  improved. 

Mentioning  Thirsk  reminds  me  that  the  local  angling 
club  has  decided  to  place  timber  fences  along  the  side 
of  the  Codbeck  for  the  convenience  of  its  members. 
Notices  are  also  being  posted  warning  trespassers  that 
they  will  be  prosecuted.  With  reference  to  the  poison- 
ing of  fish  at  Northallerton,  to  which  1 referred  last  week, 
an  angler  in  that  district  told  me  that  his  colleagues 
had  some  intentions  of  bringing  the  matter  before  the 
Local  Board,  whom  they  consider  not  blameless.  A day 
or  two  previous  to  the  poisoning  the  drains  emptying 
into  the  river  had  been  flushed  with  carbolic  acid. 

The  members  of  the  Harrogate  Angling  Association 
have  decided  to  hold  their  annual  excursion  and  fishing 
match  on  Monday  next.  The  planes  selected  to  be 
visited  are  Walshford,  Hunsingore,  Couthorpe  Oak,  and 
Cattal,  the  match  to  be  fished  in  the  Nidd  between  the 
first  and  last  named  places. 

The  York  City  Council,  at  its  adjourned  meeting  on 
Monday  night,  adopted  the  recommendation  of  the  Foss 
Navigation  Committee,  made  some  time  since,  consent- 
ing to  the  fishing  rights  of  the  Foss  being  handed  over 
to  York  Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers,  at  a nominal 
rentage.  'The  Council  reserve  to  themselves  the  right 
of  prosecution,  or  sanction  of  any  prosecutions. 


FROM  IRELAND. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

DUBLIN.  — Oh  the  whole  angling  during  the  past 
week  has  been  very  favourable.  The  occasional  heavy 
rains  during  the  week  have  served  the  rivers,  and  fly- 
fishing is  at  present  giving  fair  sport  all  over  the  Dublin 
and  Kildare  districts.  'The  dry  weather  had  parched 
most  of  the  rivers  in  county  Wicklow,  and  for  a time 
nothing  was  done,  but  within  the  past  few  days  matters 
have  improved,  and  the  trout  rivers  might  again  bo 
visited  with  happy  results.  .Several  members  of  the 
Dublin  Star  Anglers’  Club  were  out  on  the  Aughrim  at 
Woodenbridge,  on  July  2,  and  had  some  nice  sport. 
Westmeath  Lakes  has  also  been  dull,  but  fishing  is 
expected  to  be  better  towards  the  end  of  this  week, 
when  the  “ Harries  ” will  be  about. 

At  the  Dublin  Zoological  Gardens  this  week  the 
latest  addition  is  a fine  seal,  which  was  capitured  near 
Balllina  (west  coast).  It  is  at  present  terribly  vicious, 
and  refuses  to  eat  the  food  thrown  to  it.  In  the  course 
of  a week,  however,  when  its  present  plump  condition 
becomes  reduced  by  hunger,  the  animal  (or  fish  r)  which 
has  lately  been  dining  off  the  best  salmon  of  the  Moy 
Fishery,  will  no  doubt  thankfully  accept  of  the  dead 
fish  which  the  Garden  authorities  may  allot  to  it. 

At  the  National  Workman’s  Exhibition  the  Baltimore 
Fishery  School  are  exhibiting  fishing  nets  made  and 
mounted  by  the  boys  of  the  school,  which,  it  is  believed 
here,  will  defy  competition. 


KERRY. — Sport  has  been  very  good  on  Waterville 
Lake  since  last  notes.  White  trout  angling  is  now  in 
full  swing  on  this  water,  and  several  gentlemen  are 
down  for  the  fishing. 

The  weather  occasionally  has  been  very  bright,  but, 
on  the  whole,  it  has  been  rather  favourable  for  the 
white  trout  angling. 

The  baskets  during  the  week  varied  from  a dozen  to 
three  dozen  trout  (white  and  brown).  The  white  trout 
varied  in  weight  from  11b.  to  31b.,  and  the  brown  trout 
averaged  11b. 

On  Waterville  river  the  white  trout  angling  has  been 
of  a first-class  description,  and  Mr.  A.  R.  Brooke-Leeds 
and  the  Rev.  J.  Ross  Barker,  had  baskets  varying  from 
a dozen  to  two  dozen  in  an  evening’s  fishing.  Salmon 
are  very  numerous  on  the  tidal  water,  but  are  very  slow 
in  ascending,  owing  to  the  low  water.  Peal  or  grilse  are 
coming  up  in  good  numbers. 

The  river  is  again  at  an  unprecedented  low  level.  Peal 
and  sea  trout  are  very  numerous  in  the  Bridge  Pool,  but 
though  several  local  anglers  tried  all  kinds  of  lures,  no 
peal  were  taken,  and  only  an  occasional  sea  trout. 

On  the  Inny,  matters  piscatorial  are  very  backward  at 
present,  owing  to  low  water.  White  trout  are  un- 
doubtedly very  numerous,  but  only  a few  salmon  have 
come  up.  The  trout,  however,  are  rising  badly,  and, 
indeed,  on  most  days,  they  will  not  rise  at  all.  A heavy 
fall  of  rain  is  necessary  before  things  improve  here.  I 
am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  poaching  appears  to 
have  been  abandoned  on  this  water,  at  least  for  the 
present.  The  water  is  better  looked  after  lately,  and 
when  rain  does  come,  sport  is  sure  to  be  good. 

Coppal  Lake  has  fished  well  during  tue  past  week. 
Anglers  who  fished  from  boats  had  an  average  basket  of 
about  three  dozen  trout,  a third  of  which  were  white  or 
sea  trout. 

On  Cummeravanig  Lake,  brown  trout  anglers  did  very 
well,  but,  generally  speaking,  the  fish  were  inferior  in 
size,  only  a few  reaching  lib.  in  weight. 

At  Killarney,  sport  has  been  good  among  the  brown 
trout,  but  only  a few  salmon  and  peal  have  been  had  by 
anglers. 

In  North  Kerry  very  little  has  been  done,  and  in  South 
Kerry  angling  appears  to  have  been  brought  to  a stand- 
still, owing  to  bright  sunshine  and  low  water. 

The  sea  fishing  has  been  good  during  the  week,  espe- 
cially in  the  evenings. 


ULSTER. — 'The  rivers  in  the  north-east  portion  of 
the  province  are  toning  down,  after  the  heavy  rain  of 
last  week.  Strange  to  say,  very  little  rain  seems  to  have 
fallen  in  Donegal.  In  several  places  in  Tyrone  over 
three  inches  of  rain  fell  in  twenty-four  hours,  the  27th 
and  28th  ult. 

At  the  Ballymena  (co.  Antrim)  petty  sessions  a mill- 
owner,  named  William  Young,  was  charged  with  having 
caused  to  flow  into  the  river  Maine  deleterious  or 
poisonous  liquid  which  was  injurious  to  fish.  The  case 
having  been  proved,  the  Bencli  imposed  a fine  of  £1  and 
costs.  A similar  charge  was  proved  against  the  Messrs. 
Haughton  and  Frazer,  who  were  fined  10s.  each. 

I had  a rather  queer  experience  with  a pike  last  Satur- 
day evening.  I was  spinning  an  inch  and  a quarter 
Devon  over  a piece  of  thick  water  on  Ardtrea  river,  and 
I raised  a fish.  When  I struck.  I was  sure  I was  in  a 
20  pounder.  After  a run  or  two  1 saw  I had  a small 
pike.  Six  times  in  succession  it  leaped  clean  out  of  the 
water,  and,  after  some  twenty  minutes’  jilay,  I bagged 
it.  I then  found  that  the  Devon  was  firmly  hooked 
between  its  eyes,  on  the  top  of  the  head.  The  tail 
triangle  of  the  bait  was  missing,  but  I found  it  inside  the 
pike’s  mouth.  My  impression  is  that  the  pike,  which 
weighed  41b.  only,  hooked  itself  right  enough,  but 
snapped  the  binding  of  the  triangle,  at  the  same  time 
hooking  itself.  The  subsequent  "post  mortem  ” resulted 
in  four  trout  fry  and  three  minnows  being  found  in  its 
maw. 


Mr.  AT/EXANIiek  Wriiiht,  .\ccountant,  of  10,  EvereUla-sfreet, 
Bamslniry,  N.  (member  of  the  .luriior  Fly-Fishers,  &c.),  .under- 
takes the  auiliting  and  halaneing  of  every  de.seripiion  of  accounts 
at  moderate  rates. 
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THE  NEW  FISHING  STATIONS 

ON  THE 

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 
ST.  IVES  ON  THE  GREAT  OUSE. 


Althol'gh  St.  Ives  and  Fleet-street  are  situated 
something  like  seventy-two  miles  apart,  the  local 
angling  society  in  the  historic  Huntingdonshire 
town  boasts  ot'  about  thirty  London  members. 
This  fact  is  in  itself  a sufficient  guarantee  that 
the  Great  Ouse  is  a river  with  a good  name  for 
angling,  and  if  any  doubt  exists  in  this  direction  I 
think  It  will  be  quite  set  on  one  side  by  a visit. 
The  first  train  to  leave  Liverpool-street  for  St. 
Ives  is  the  5.55  a.m.,  which  gets  to  the  latter 
town  at  8.59.  The  8.45  arrives  at  10.40,  and  the 
trains  departing  from  London  after  then  are  the 
9.10,  11.0  (Mondays  only),  11.55,  2.32  p.m..  4.32, 
5.15,  and  7.32,  which  is  due  at  St.  Ives  at  10.8  p.m. 
'rrains  leave  St.  Ives  at  8.16  a.m.  (Mondays 
only),  8.54  a.m.,  12.45  v.m.,  4.0,  6.6,  and  7.30, 
which  lands  the  angler  in  town  at  9.45  in  nice 
time  to  weigh-in.  There  is  only  one  Sunday 
train  to  St.  Ives,  but  unfortunately  it  is  no  use  to 
the  angler,  although  an  angler  who  goes  down  to 
St.  Ives  on  Saturday  afternoon  can  come  back  on 
Sunday  by  the  4.15  p.m.  train,  which  gets  to 
Liverpool-street  at  6 40  p.m.  Anglers  must 
remember  to  change  at  Cambridge  each  way. 
With  regard  to  accommodation,  there  is  any 
amount,  "and  I can  thoroughly  recommend  anglers 
to  the  White  Horse,  the  Cow  and  Hare,  Broad- 
way, and  Mr.  J.  A.  Hopkins  Temperance  Hotel 
in  the  Market-place.  Last  week  I found  myself 
at  this  excellent  angling  resort,  which  the 
London  club  anglers  can  now  reach  with  their 
privilege  tickets  for  6s.  2d.  return,  and  from  my 
own  expei’ience  and  from  particulars  which  weie 
furnished  me  from  a well-authenticated  source,  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  very  long  ere  I again  present 
myself  in  piscatorial  array  to  the  booking-clerk 
at  Liverpool-street  and  ask  for  an  angler’s  ticket 
to  St.  Ives.  Not  that  I had  anything  like  a 
red-letter  day  there ; far  from  it,  for  I came  off 
very  badly  indeed,  a cold,  grey,  duU  morning 
having  put  the  fish  off  the  feed,  but  I returned  to 
town  a wiser  if  very  nearly  a fishless  man.  I he 
fish  are  in  the  river — need  I say  that 
mentioning  the  deep,  slowly-running  Ouse  r foi 
I saw  no  end  of  fish-life  about,  and  only  a day  or 
two  prior  to  my  trying  the  water  some  capital 
takes  had  been  made,  and  roach  up  to  11b.  5oz. 
scaled  at  the  St.  Ives  Society.  My  readers  must 
nob  therefore  judge  the  merits  of  the  river  by  my 
unsuccessful  efforts,  though  I tried  my  hardest  to 
get  among  the  bream  and  roach.  When  one  is 
mixing  up  ground  bait  at  ^ a.m.  it  looks  like 
business,  and  not  long  after  that  hour  I found  niy- 
self  surveying  the  Ouse,  and  mumbling  to  myself 
something  about  a stone  or  two  of  roach  and  bream 
before  breakfast ! Well,  if  I did  not  see  my  hopes 
realised  it  does  not  much  matter,  for  it  is  ]ust  as 
likely  as  not  that  the  very  next  morning  another 
angler  fell  in  with  the  good  fortune  which  was 
denied  me.  The  8t.  Ives  people  will  get  the 
fish  if  any  one  can,  for  they  devote  a great 
deal  of  their  leisure  time  to  angling,  and  in 
the  evening  especially,  when  the  work  ot  the 
day  has  been  completed,  you  see  a number  of 
fishermen,  carrying  one-jointed  bamboo  rods  and 
a small  bag  or  basket  containing  boiled  wheat, 
emerge  from  the  town  and  saunter  down  the 
river,  casting  knowing  looks  at  the  stream. 

A few  words  about  the  St.  Ives  and  District 
Angling  Society  may  not  be  uninteresting- 
Its  headquarters  are  established  at  the  Wliite 
Horse  Hotel,  ,iust  over  the  bridge,  and  where  I 
also  pitched  by  camp,  and  was  made  very  com- 
fortable indeed  by  mine  host  Clifton.  About 
four  years  ago  there  were  only  thirty'-nine 
members  belonging  to  it,  but  at  this  time  Mr. 
Collinson  came  upon  the  scene  as  secretary,  and 
since  then  the  society  has  done  nothing  but 
prosper.  Indeed,  it  has  got  along  so  swimmingly 
that  over  1.50  members  may  now  be  counted  on 
its  books,  and  amongst  them  there  are,  as  may 
be  imagined,  many  skillul  a,nglers.  And  theory  is 
still  they  come,  tor  Mr.  Collinson  showed  me,  the 
other  evening,  the  names  of  several  other  candi- 
dates  for  member, ship.  Mr.  R.  <1.  Lindsell  is  the 
president  of  the  society,  and  Messrs.  C.  John- 
stone, G.  A.  Smith,  A.  Skeats,  S.  G.  Jarman. 
F.  J.  Kitsell,  J.  Mustill,  G.  R.  James,  and  (’. 
Koyston  form  a veiy  excellent  committee,  which 


meets  once  a month  and  transacts  all  the  business 
in  connection  with  the  society.  No  prizes  are 
given  for  gross  weight,  specimen  fish  only  count- 
ing, and  it  a London  angler  is  a member  he  can, 
ot  course,  weigh-in  his  fish  any  day  excepting 
Sunday,  when  very  little  angling  is  done  in  St. 
Ives.  Round  about  here  the  riparian  owners  are 
as  plentiful  as  blackberries,  but  they  have 
behaved  splendidly  to  the  society,  which  enjoys 
the  privilege  of  fishing  some  ten  miles  of  water 
running  through  their  land.  A good  many  of 
the  riparian  owners  do  not,  however,  favour 
Sunday  fishing,  and  the  society,  naturally  liking 
to  keep  in  the  good  graces  of  their  benefactors, 
do  not  encourage  it  either.  The  riparian  owners, 
unfortunately,  have  little  or  no  idea  how  the 
London  angler  is  situated.  At  St.  Ives  his  country 
“brother”  finds  the  river  almost  at  his  very  feet, 
and  can  go  down  after  business  hours  any  day  in 
the  week,  and  then  take  enough  fish  to  secure 
a good  show  at  the  club.  The  London  angler 
has  generally  no  opportunity  of  seeing  the  river 
until  the  finish  of  a hard  week’s  work  on  Satur- 
day. which  thus  only  leaves  him  Sunday  to  do  a 
little  bit  of  fishing.  After  being  boxed  up  all  the 
week  in  some  stuft’y  shop,  factory,  or  warehouse, 
it  appears  to  be  unite  a treat  to  i)e  able  to  smell  the 
fresh  air  of  the  lovely  country  side,  and  I have  no 
doubt  that  our  good  friend  the  riparian  owner  may 
occasionally  on  a Sunday  come  across  an  angler 
sitting  very  peacefully  on  the  bankside^  with  a 

square-looking  brown-varnished  box  or  a similarly 

shaped  basket,  intently  watching  for  a little  red 
or  black  object  in  the  water  to  disappear.  This  is  a 
London  angler,  and  I trust  that  the  riparian  owner 
will  leave  him  to  his  own  harmless  meditations. 


Practically  speaking,  there  is  no/ree  fishing  from 
the  banks  in  the  St.  Ives  district,  although  there 


is  nothing  to  prevent  you  from  fishing  from  a boat. 
The  local  society  hire  the  rights  of  fishing  for 
ten  miles  round,  and  although  they  would  not,  I 
feel  convinced,  turn  away  a brother  angler  from 
London,  yet  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  for 
both  parties  if  he  had  joined  the  local  society. 
Surely  to  have  the  privilege  of  fishing  ten  miles 
of  good  summer  and  winter  water,  and  the  right 
to  weigh-in  for  silver  medals  and  other  piizes 
up  to  Saturday  night  warrants  the  investment  of 
2s.  6d.,  which  is  the  society’s  subscription.  Nay, 
more,  the  London  members  of  the  society  can 
1 ravel  at  the  cheap  fare  from  Liverpool-street  to 
St.  Ives  on  producing  the  St.  Ives  card  of  mem- 
bership. . 

“At  any  rate,  Mr.  Collinson,  I said,  after  we 
bad  been  discussing  matters  piscatorial  for  some 
time,  “ you  will  do  your  best  for  any  ot  our 
London  anglers  if  they,  as  I anticipate  they  T^nl, 
pay  you  a visit  for  a little  Sunday  fishing  r 

Remember  how  they  are  placed.” 

“I  will;  rest  assured  of  that.  If  they  come 
down  let  them  come  and  see  me  in  The  Broadway, 
and  I will  do  my  best  for  them.  I have  done  it 
before,  and  I shall  not  mind  doing  it  again. 

The  roach,  bream,  perch,  and  dace  fishing  is 
very  good  at  St.  Ives,  and  a short  distance  down 
the  river,  and  just  by  the  red-painted  iron 
railway  bridge  a boy  took  a perch  of  StId-  a tew 
days  ago.  The  St.  Ives  anglers  generally  live- 
bait  with  gudgeon  when  after  the  “ bright-eyed 
perch  with  fins  of  Tyrian  dye,”  but  I should  say 
that  a well-scoured  lob  or  brandling  ought 
to  likewise  prove  attractive.  Standing  on  the 
charming  old  bridge,  the  subject  for  so  many 
artists’  pictures,  one  looks  down  stream,  and 
beyond  the  railway  bridge  there  is  a splendid 
roach  and  bream  ground  up  to  the  St.  Ives 
staunch  or  lock.  The  meadow  on  the  leiC  bank 
is  called  the  “ Holmes,”  and  the  angler  will  there 
find  some  very  good  swims,  suitable  for  his  roach- 
pole.  This  is  a very  favourite  spot  for  the  local 
fishermen,  and  some  fine  takes  of  fish  are  often 
secured  there.  The  fishing  is  also  very  fair  from 
the  opposite  bank,  and  in  the  vicinity  of 
pailings  jutting  into  the  river,  a good  depth  ot 
water  can  be  found.  A little  farther  on  we  come 
to  the  staunch.  We  have  a large  deep 
here,  and  on  the  lock-side  a iiuiet  eddy,  noted 
locally  for  the  fine  roach  and  dace  it  holds, 
and  as  the  water  runs  through  the  lock  gates,  it 
passes  over  a nice  gravel  shallow,  and  thence  we 
are  unable  to  fish  it  farther,  owing  to  the  prolific 
weed  growth.  There  looks  a quiet  deep  piece  ot 
water  just  against  the  lock-keeper’s  cottage,  but 
as  1 was  told  no  one  ever  did  any  good  there  1 
did  not  try  it.  The  eddy  just  below  the 


lock  is,  however,  somewhat  difficult  of  access, 
but  if  an  angler  is  not  timid  and  does  not  naind 
sitting  on  some  campshedding  with  his  legs 
dangling  over  about  12ft.  or  14ft.  of  water,  he 
will,  I hope,  be  able  to  do  all  right  there,  ihe 
local  anglers,  especially  the  youths,  seem  to  run 
about  the  campshedding  with  the  agility  ot 
monkeys,  but  I would  rather  be  in  a boat  or  in  a 
punt,  as  I was  upon  the  occasion  I fished  the  place 
and  saw  a nice  trout  leap  some  three  or  four  teet 
into  the  air.  From  here  the  river  down  streani 
is  too  weedy  for  fishing,  but  farther  on  good 
water  will  be  found  in  “the  Friend,”  and  at 
Overcourt,  Holywell,  Fenstanton,  and  Swavesey. 
The  bream  fishing  is  particularly  good  in  those 
districts,  and  some  fine  specimen  chub  are  fre- 
quently caught  there.  At  Holywell  Ferry  a friend 
of  mine  took  501b.  of  roach  and  bream  last 
August  Bank  Holiday,  and  the  natives  who  aie 
very  willing  to  put  a stranger  on  to  a good  swim 
or  two,  frecjuently  make  some  big  catches  ot 
bream  in  August  and  September.  In  these 
months  some  of  the  St.  Ives  anglers  have  a 
old  time  of  it.  They  go  bream-fishing  at 
and  two  of  them  have  been  known  to  catch  9Jlb. 
and  651b.  of  bream  respectively  from  about  9 P-™- 
to  4 a.m.  They  generally  bait  a swim  up  with 
either  greaves  or  worms,  boiled  wheat,  or  some- 
times grains,  and  between  9 and  10  o clock,  or 
perhaps  earlier,  sally  forth  on  their  nocturnal 
mission  and  fish  through  the  night,  directing 
their  operations  with  a lantern  as  soon  as  a fish 
is  hooked.  The  ledger  is  used,  of  course,  and  1 
should  certainly  recommend  a night’s  bream- 
fishing on  the  Ouse,  especially  if  a local  angler 
can  be  prevailed  upon  to  share  the  vigil.  In 
the  direction  of  Hemingford,  which  is  up  stream, 
an  angler  will  encounter  good  all-round  fishing 
from  the  bank  ; some  good  bream,  perch,  and  chub, 
finding  a home  there.  Just  over  St.  Ives  Bridge 
and  a little  way  past  the  White  Horse,  a f jotpath 
leads  across  the  meadows,  and  this  bring  you  to 
Hemingford  Mills,  between  which  and  St.  Ives 
Bridge,  on  any  fairly  favourable  day,  a good  basket 
of  fish  ought  to  be  had.  Near  the  bridge  I am 
assured  there  is  some  excellent  dace  fishing  in 
about  mid-sti-eam,  just  off  the  quay;  so  I give 
this  item  in  case  any  anglers  like  to  try  their 
fortunes  at  this  spot  from  a boat.  As  regards 
fishing  boats,  they  can  be  hired  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Doo,  The  Quay,  St.  Ives,  at  Is.  6d.  per  day  ; but 
there  is  no  lack  of  bank  fishing.  M ith  regard  to 
bait,  a London  angler  can  have  his  favourite 
gentles  and  worms  in  his  “box,”  but  he  must  not 
forget,  on  any  account,  to  take  some  boiled  wheat 
with  him,  as  the  roach  and  bream  are  most  partial 
to  it  in  the  Ouse.  In  fact,  I should  strongly 
recommend  anglers  to  commence  with  boiled 
wheat,  and  then  would  be  the  time,  it  the  fish 
did  not  appreciate  it,  to  slip  on  a bunch  ot 
gentles.  The  Ouse  it  must  be  remembered  is  an 
excellent  winter  river,  and  a change  of  diet  is 
then  necessary  for  the  roach  and  dace  ; but  from 
June  to  October  there  is  nothing  like  boiled 
wheat.  At  least,  I am  only  quoting  the  opinions  of 
the  local  piscators,  which  deserve  to  be  respected. 
The  jack  fishing  is  also  very  good  in  the  autumn 
and  winter  months,  and  an  obliging  friend  offered 
to  show  me  a 301b.  pike  if  I would  walk  about  a 
mile  up  the  river  with  him!  There  was,  sad  to 
relate,  no  opportunity  for  this  very  delightful 
experience,  as  it  was  once  more  time  for  me  to 
leave  the  riverside  and  the  pleasant  town  of  St. 
Ives  for  the  great  metropolis.  Gooseqdill. 


The  “ Hull  Times”  Angling  Competition. — The 
gold  medal  to  be  awarded  to  the  winner  of  the  All 
England  ( 'bampionship,  in  the  Hull  Timett 
Angling  Competition,  which  takes  place  on  the 
Ancholme  at  Brigg  (Lincolnshire),  on  the  24th 
inst.,  is  a delicate  and  exquisite  example  of  the 
goldsmith’s  art.  Pendant  in  shape,  a medallion 
is  encircled  bv  a scroll  work,  floriate  in  design, 
while  the  trip“le  gold  crowns  of  Kingston-upon- 
Hiill  are  supported  hy  two  fishes  graven  in  the 
same  metal.  The  crowns  have  a hackground  of 
blue  enamel  and  form,  as  it  were,  the  crest  of  the 
medal.  On  the  centre  medallion  is  enamelled  a 
miniature  in  colours  of  an  angler,  rod  in  hand, 
standing  by  a stream.  On  the  back  of  the  medal 
will  be  engraved  the  name  of  the  wdnner  of  the 
trophy,  together  w’ith  particulars  of  the  coinpeti- 
tion.  The  design  is  mas«ive  without  heaviness. 
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PiBC. ; “Look  you,  here’s  a trout  will  fill  six  reason- 
able bellies.’’ — Izaak  llVil/ofi. 

Trout  fisliiiig  in  the  Thames  has  been  remark- 
ably good  this  spring,  the  dry  weal  her  tiotwith- 
standing,  and  the  best  of  the  fishing  has  been 
had  in  the  ffenley  and  Beading  districts.  I do 
not  pretend  to  give  a river  report  in  this  column. 
I think  most  of  the  fish  have  been  reported,  but 
it  is  right  to  call  attention  to  tbo  success  ■which  is 
attending  the  endeavours  of  the  two  associations 
at  Henley  and  Beading  to  irnpi-ove  trout  fishing 
in  our  premier  river.  Not  a hundred  miles  from 
Henley  Bridge  lies  a trout  which  rivals  in  pro- 
portions the  monster  fish  caught  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Kennet  some  years  ago  by  Holdvvay,  the 
professional  fisherman,  better  known  to  his  cus- 
tomers as  Bush. 


Many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  have 
been  thankful  for  the  two  capital  articles  on 
fishing  in  Norway,  which  have  recently  appeared. 
The  country  is  a delightful  one,  simply  teeming 
with  fish,  but  I am  not  sure  that  the  trout-fishing 
on  the  whole  is  better  than  that  to  be  obtained 
in  England,  in  some  such  river  as,  for  instance, 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Kennet.  But,  of  course, 
the  Upper  Kennet  is  only  open  to  persons  whose 
number  is  as  limited  as  their  purses  must  he 
long,  while  trout-fishing  in  Norway  is  practically 
all  free,  and  lies  amid  romantic  and  picturesque 
surroundings.  I cannot  help,  however,  giving 
vent  to  a grumble  on  the  sub]ect  of  the  steamer 
fares  to  Norway.  Norway  is  a very  cheap  place 
when  you  get  there,  but  the  getting  there  must 
be  a drawback  to  many  people.  Badaeker  says 
the  minimum  return  fare  is  £6,  which  includes 
food  on  the  steamer,  and  I suppose  anyone  start- 
ing from  London  would,  on  the  outgoing  and 
return  journey  between  his  starting  point  and 
destination,  spend  nearer  £7  than  £6.  One 
certainly  does  save  in  lamp  oil  and  candles, 
because  during  the  summer  months  there  is 
practically  no  night  in  Scandinavia. 


Those  anglers  who  are  fond  of  the  sea  and  a 
coasting  cruise  may  do  worse  than  take  Langland’s 
steamer  from  Liverpool  for  Oban  and  then  change 
on  to  one  of  the  coasting  steamers  which  thread 
their  way  through  the  beautiful  islands  on  the 
west  coast.  Sea  fishing  in  that  part  of  the  world 
is  simply  superb,  and  I may  say,  even  at  the  risk 
of  hurting  an  old  friend’s  feelings,  superior  to 
that  to  be  obtained  at  Deal.  What  would  London 
anglers  say  to  three  dozen  whiting  ranging  from 
Hb.  to  31b.  each ; half  a dozen  plaice,  none  under 
1 ^Ib. ; a codling  or  two  betw'een  41b.  or  51b. ; three 
or  four  grey  gurnards  of  a couple  of  pounds 
each,  and  sundry  other  fish,  all  caught  within  a 
couple  of  hours  from  a boat  moored  not  a 
hundred  yards  from  the  land,  the  baits  being 
simply  mussels  dragged  from  the  rocks  before 
starting.''  Or  what  would  he  think,  1 wonder,  of 
twenty  pollack,  varying  from  41b.  to  121b,  as  the 
result  of  a quiet  row  round  a few  islands  in  the 
evening  ? 

If  he  chooses  to  go  further  afield  to  the 
Hebrides,  there  he  may  catch  his  half-hundred- 
weight of  haddock  in  an  hour  or  so.  It  is  grand 
fishing,  and  the  only  pity  is  that  it  is  so  far,  and 
the  journey  is  so  costly.  Happy  thought ! Wby 
should  not  the  Anglers’  Association  or  the 
Central  Association  charter  a steamboat  and  take 
members  up  to  the  west  coast  of  Scotland  for  a 
few  shillings  a head  ? 1 suppose  if  a large  number 
of  persons  joined  an  expedition  of  the  kind  it 
could  be  done  at  a comjiaratively  small  cost,  and 
what  a holiday  it  would  be  for  the  tired  workers 
of  our  great  cities,  and  how  sick  some  of  them 
would  be  ! 


At  the  recent  annual  general  meeting  of  the 
Henley-on-Thames  and  District  Eishery  Preserva- 
tion Association,  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  resigned  the 
post  of  joint  hon.  sec.,  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Stearns, 
New  Mills  Cottage,  a member  of  the  Stock 
Exchange,  was  elected,  jointly  with  Dr.  Jeston, 
J.P.,  in  his  place,  Mr.  Cook  only  returned  to 
the  post  of  hon.  sec.  two  years  ago,  when  the 
society  was  in  a somewhat  critical  state,  and  has 
left  it  in  a more  or  less  flouriehing  conditicn, 


having  acted  as  hon.  sec.  <a  year  longer  than  the 
period  for  which  he  undertook  the  work.  Mr 
Stearns  is  the  son  of  one  who  was  amongst  the 
most  successful  trout  fishers  on  the  Thames,  and 
has  himself  killed  several  brace  of  good  fish 
almost  within  a stone’s  throw  of  his  house  this 
spring.  The  prize  which  was  offered  by  tbe  as- 
sociation to  the  fisherman  who  kept  the  best 
recoi'd  of  events  for  twelve  months  in  diary  form, 
has  been  awarded  to  the  old  veteran,  William 
Parrott,  who  not  only  gave  a detailed  account  of 
most  of  the  fish  taken,  the  state  of  the  water,  wind, 
and  weather,  but  also  included  in  lus  remarks 
some  of  those  quaint  observations  on  things  in 
general  for  which  he  is  noted.  Temfi.ar. 


ANSWEBS  TO  COBBESPONDENTS. 

Yorkshire.— Brigg  (on  the  Ancholme)  is  in 
North  Lincolnshire,  about  ten  miles  from  the 
Humber  as  the  crow  flies.  It  is  on  the  M.  S. 
and  L.  line,  between  Sheffield,  Betford,  Gains- 
borough, and  Hull — about  half-way  between  the 
two  last-named  places. 


CorrcspouliJiftce 

[IPe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents 

A NOTE  FBOM  MB.  STUBDY. 

Sir, — In  the  very  instructive  summary  of  the 
Beyer  v.  Corbett  case,  in  your  number  of 
June  24,  “X.’’  while  stating  that  two  of  my 
charges  of  mis-statements  by  Mr.  Beyer  had  been 
proved,  appears  to  think  that  the  truth  of  the 
third  eharge  remains  in  doubt. 

With  your  permission  I hope  to  show  that  the 
statement  that  I had  only  now  two  pools  above 
the  Evanger  Lake,  is  even  further  from  the  fact 
than  the  other  two.  I not  only  repeat  that  I have 
there  eleven  pools,  with  old  names,  but  will  add, 
that  I have  been  catching  fish  in  five  of  them, 
on  each  of  which  the  taking  places  are  out  of 
sight  even  of  the  fishing  places  on  every  one  of 
the  others.  This,  if  desired,  I undertake  to 
prove  to  Mr.  Beyer’s  agent  here. 

“ X.”  appears  to  think  ray  fears  of  injury  un- 
necessary. He  may  not,  however,  have  taken 
into  consideration  the  fact,  which  as  an  experi- 
enced fisherman  he  will  well  know,  that  short 
lower  waters  without  obstacles  are  always  very 
unsatisfactory,  owing  to  nearly  all  the  fish 
running  through  without  stopping.  Thus,  to 
knock  300  per  cent,  off  the  short  length  of  the 
Bolstad,  was  to  proclaim  it  useless,  and  so  very 
much  to  injure  me.  The  tenant  before  me,  who 
is  probably  now  tbe  oldest  English  fisherman  in 
Norway,  threw  up  his  ten  years’  lease  at  the  end 
of  his  first  year  remarking,  “ The  Bolstad  is 
only  a pipe  to  the  upper  water.” 

The  article  gives  currency  to  a statement  that 
friends  of  Beyer  caught  many  fish  on  the 
reserved  Sundays  in  1891,  and  I cannot  help 
remarking  thereon  that  if  they  did  it  was  par- 
ticularly hard  on  the  tenant,  Mr.  Kennard,  who 
had  paid  £120,  and  was  slowly  getting  4201b.  of 
fish  for  it. 

To  kill  or  scratch  fish  for  which  a tenant  has 
paid,  to  pari  over  the  water  for  twenty-four  hours 
at  a stretch  with  four  rods,  and  to  take  credit 
for  doing  it,  is  an  excellent  illustration  of  the 
views  of  Bergen  middlemen. 

Their  prices  are  based  on  selected  catches,  “ no 
record  ” being  kept  of  the  five  out  of  six  bad  ones. 
They  never  dream  of  telling  their  August  tenants, 
as  1 take  care  to  tell  mine,  that  if  the  weather 
be  dry,  the  river  will  be  useless.  The  probability 
of  this  has  been  my  reason  for  keeping  my  rent 
for  August  and  September  low — an  average  of 
£28  for  an  average  take  of  5601b. 

I used  to  fish  August  myself,  but  soon  had 
enough  of  it  to  know  that  the  river  was  worth 
very  little  in  many  years  ; and  considering  that 
this  drawback  should  be  allowed  for  by  the 
owner,  I fixed  the  rent  in  accordance. 

It  is  needless  to  seek  to  occupy  your  space  with 
expressions  of  approval  of  “X-’s”  paper,  which 
seems  worthy  qf  being  very  carefully  considered 
by  all  who  are,  or  who  may  be,  interested  in  the 
question.— I am,  Ac.,  EpWAEn  ^TURb'V. 

Evanger,  June  30, 1803, 


THE  DEATH  OF  “IBON  BLUE.” 

Sir, — Your  readers  will  have  missed  already  the 
usual  weekly  report  of  “ 1 ron  Blue  ” on  the  Exe 
and  Barle.  Alas!  your  columns  will  know  him 
no  more — he  died  on  June  12,  at  his  pretty  little 
cottage  at  Dulverton,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine. 
At  his  own  request  he  was  carried  a few  days 
before  his  death  into  a room  he  bad  built,  over- 
hanging the  stream  he  loved  so  much,  and  he 
died  within  sight  and  sound  of  the  babbling 
waters. 

Benjamin  Crosby  Marshall  was  the  only  child  of 
the  late  Benjamin  C.  Marshall— a partner  of  the 
firm  of  Simpkin,  Marshall  and  Co.  He  lived  a 
life  of  adventure  from  his  youth,  and  had  seen 
sport  of  all  kinds  in  many  lands.  He  lived  for 
some  years  in  Australia,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty 
won  the  “ Melbourne  Derby.”  He  also  lived 
for  twenty  years  in  Canada — shooting:  and  fishing. 
He  came  to  Dulverton  in  1885.  Mr.  Mar, shall 
will  be  much  missed  locally  among  fishermen, 
and  he  will  be  the  more  missed  by  the  numerous 
visitors  to  Dulverton.  It  was  sufficiect  for 
Marshall  to  know  that  a fisherman  was  a 
stranger  to  the  river,  to  scorn  the  benefit  of  his 
local  knowledge  and  craft  in  the  gentle  art  of 
which  he  was  so  able  an  exponent. 

Mr.  Marshall  was  a prominent  member  of  the 
“ Dulverton  Fishing  Association,”  and  was  un- 
tiring in  his  efforts  to  secure  its  welfare — his 
place  will  be  difficult  to  fill.  E.  F.  St.  B.  G. 

Dulverton,  Somerset. 

“GATES  OB  fences:--” 

Sir, — On  July  2 the  first  gate  upon  the  right- 
hand  side  of  Houghton  Bridge  was  carefully 
closed  to  the  public  by  chain  and  nails.  Is  this 
done  by  the  farmer  merely  to  keep  his  horses 
from  straying,  or  does  it  threaten  the  long- 
existing  footpath  along  the  river  from  Houghton 
Bridge  to  Bury  ? I ask  the  question  now,  before 
it  is  too  late.  This  pathway  has  been  used  by 
locals  as  well  as  visitors  for  over  thirty  years  to 
my  own  know-ledge,  and  no  doubt  long  before. 

This  is  the  first  time  in  the  recollection  of  the 
oldest  angler  that  this  particular  gate  has  been 
chained  or  fixed. — I am,  Ac  , F.  Malcoji. 

July  3.  

A TBUE  DANE  TBOUT. 

Sir, — Whilst  bicycling  in  Cheshire,  a short  time 
ago,  I came  across  a splendid  specimen  of  a river 
trout  in  perfect  condition.  It  was  26|in.  long, 
girth  16in.,  weight  91b.  I was  told  by  more  than 
one  fisherman  that  the  fish  was  a true  Dane  trout, 
not  an  importation.  I saw  it  at  the  Bull’s  Head 
Hotel,  Congleton,  and  fully  expected  one  of  the 
local  anglers  would  have  sent  an  account  of  it  to 
your  widely-known  paper,  but  I have  not  seen 
anything  relating  to  it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
The  fish  was  caught  in  a net  by  the  watchman  at 
the  old  Mill.  It  was  quite  an  accident,  as  the 
man  was  trying  for  small  fish,  and  greatly  to  his 
surprise  he  discovered  the  splendid  trout,  fast 
by  the  head  only.  The  fish  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
a Manchester  taxidermist  who,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
will  do  justice  to  the  fine  proportions  of  so  hand- 
some a Dane  trout. — I am,  Ac., 

Albert  M.vtthews. 


TWO  COMPANIONS  WANTED. 

Sir, — I am  in  want  of  two  companions  for  a 
fortnight’s  sea  and  river  fishing  along  the  Devon- 
shire coast,  commencing  July  29. 

A friend  and  myself  have  the  offer  of  a good 
sailing  boat  witb  two  men,  at  Plymouth,  and 
propose  to  call  at  Dartmouth  (for  Biver  Dart), 
Torquay,  and  Teignmouth,  and  anywhere  else 
agreeable ; cooking  utensiD,  fishing  tackle,  and 
sleeping  accommodation  (hammocks)  on  board. 
The  trip  will  be  free  and  easy,  and  I’m  sure  very 
enjoyable  all  round.  The  cost  for  four  persons 
will  be  30s.  each  per  week,  leaving  each  one  to 
provide  his  own  food.  I shall  be  very  pleased  to 
hear  from  anyone  wishing  to  join  us.— 1 am,  Ac , 

W.M.  Poultnev. 

1,  Clarke’s-buildings,  Tottenhara-lane, 

Hornsey,  N. 

TBOUT  FISHING  AT  HAWICK. 

Sir,— Will  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  if  there 
is  any  trout  water  at  Hawick  on  which  day 
tickets  can  lie  bought.'-— lam,  Ac,,  H.  E. 
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LAKE  VYRNWY. 

Hik, — You  'were  good  enough  last  week  to 
insert  my  crude  notions  in  reference  to  the 
above,  and  I have  already  received  two  letters 
from  gentlemen  who  “spotted”  me  under  my 
perhaps  too  boldly  assumed  signature,  warmly 
advocating  my  views.  I trust  they  may  find 
favour  in  influential  quarters.  Fish,  as  I said,  in 
the  lake  are  in  number  amplij  sufficient  for  any 
number  of  rods,  and  any  mode  of  rod-fishing,  but, 
unless  I mistake,  they  are  not  increasing  in  size. 
The  reason  is  not  far  to  seek — they  are  short  of 
food.  To  provide  sufficient  for  the  hungry 
multitude  natural  and  ever  increasing  sources  of 
food,  cradles  of  insect  life,  should  be  provided.  I 
believe  that  some  water  snails  have  been  intro- 
duced, but  only  certain  breeds  of  trout  eat  snails. 
What  is  wanted  is  a supply  of  insect  life.  To 
obtain  this  (1)  plant  willows  wherever  they  will 
grow  close  to  the  water’s  edge;  (2)  import  a few 
tons  of  gravel  from  the  bed  of  some  “ May-fly  ” or 
“ March  Brown  ” stream  ; (3)  sink  baskets 

enclosing  with  eai’th  reeds,  water-lilies,  and  other 
water  weeds  in  likely  places.  The  result  in  two 
or  three  years  will  amply  repay  the  trouble  and 
expense.— I am,  &c.,  A Fi.sherman. 


FISHING  AT  SCHWArZBURG. 

— Your  number  of  17th  inst.  only  just  to 
hand.  “ M.  B.”  is  wrong  in  supposing  I am 
mixing  up  Schwarzburg  with  other  places  in 
Germany.  I only  fished  there  for  trout  in 
Germany.  I certainly  fished  the  Schwarza  with  a 
written  permit  of  the  landlord,  and  I only  wish  I 
had  it  now.  1 paid  3.50  marks  per  day,  board  and 
lodging,  without  extras.  My  average  catches 
were  two  dozen  in  an  afternoon  worth  keeping. 
I got  a number  of  one  and  two-pounders.  This 
is  all  I can  say.  I can  only  suppose  that  the 
landlord  has  put  up  his  prices,  and  that  he  has 
lost  his  Schwarza  fishing  rights,  which  I believe 
he  held  from  the  “ Fiirst,”  with  whom  he  was  on 
bad  terms.  I need  not  say  how  exceedingly  sorry 
I am  that  “ M.  B.”  should  have  gone  on  such  a 
wild-goose  chase,  but  it  is  really  no  fault  of 
mine.  I only  told  him  what  I had  done  and 
nothing  more. — I am,  Ac.,  Rook. 

Braila,  June  25.  


MISLEADING  REPORTS, 
gm —Under  the  heading”  Darenth  " (Fannng- 
ham)  C.  R.  Stone  last  week  reported  as  follows ; 
“ Last  Saturday  two  gentlemen,  Mr.  Rine  and 
Mr.  Harris,  stopping  at  the  Lion,  kad  a nice 
basket  of  twelve  brace  between  them.”  As  I 
happen  to  know  that  Messrs.  Rine  and  Harris 
were  fishing  in  a private  park,  some  miles  away 
from  Farningham,  on  the  day  in  question,  the 
above  report  is  misleading.  AVhatever  may  have 
been  the  intention  of  the  writer,  his  words  convey 
the  impression  that  these  twelve  brace  of  fish 
were  caught  on  the  Uon  water,  at  Farningham. 
Such  paragraphs  are  baits  for  the  capture  of 
confiding  anglers. — I am,  &c., 

A Lover  of  Truth. 


SPLICED  FISHING  RODS. 
giK, — In  your  issue  of  July  1,  I see  you  advise 
a correspondent  who  inquires  as  to  the  best 
method  of  securing  spliced  fishing  rods,  to  con- 
sult a rod  maker.  Will  you  allow  me  to  suggest 
a method  with  which  I doubt  not  many  of  your 
readers  are  acquainted  P It  consists  of  a fairly 
stout  indiarubber  band  such  as  is  used  for 
securing  papers.  It  is  cut  in  two,  and  one  end 
simply  jammed  into  the  small  wire  catch  found 
on  most  rods.  The  band  is  then  tightly  wound 
round  the  splice  (the  fewer  turns  the  better),  and 
the  other  end  caught  in  the  catch  on  the  lower 
part  of  the  rod.  i have  tried  many  methods  of 
splicing,  but  know  of  nothing  equal  to  this 
The  splice  can  be  made  in  a minute,  and  it  adds 
ereatly  to  the  spring  of  the  rod. — I am,  &c., 

” A.  G.  fl’WEEDIE. 


FISHING  NEAR  FOLKESTONE. 

Sir,  -I  shall  esteem  it  a favour  if  you  will 
kindly  tell  me  whether  there  is  any  fresh-water 
fishing  in  or  near  Folkestone,  and  if  there  is, 
what  kind,  and  whether  it  is  free  or  otherwise; 
also,  as  regards  the  sea-fishing,  if  there  is  any 
from  the  pier,  and  if  so  what  kind  ? — I am,  Ac., 

J.  E.  Layton. 

There  is  some  fresh-water  fishing  in  the 
Military  Canal  at  Hythe.  Not  much  fishing 
from  the  pier;  better  from  the  beach  in  September 
and  Octolier.  j 


THE  MONEY  ELEMENT  AMONG 
ORDINARY  CLUB  ANGLERS. 

Sir, — Granted  it  is  probable  that  young  mem- 
bers who  affiliate  themselves  to  one  or  other  of 
the  ever  increasing  London  and  provincial 
angling  clubs  require  for  a time  some  little  in- 
ducement to  excel  in  striving  to  win  money 
prizes,  one  cannot  but  observe  with  regret  that,  in 
this  the  300th  anniversary  of  the  birth  of  Izaak 
Walton,  the  practice  of  offering  coin  should  mark 
the  period  in  an  increasing  degree.  Experienced 
anglers  ought  to  find  in  the  fascinations  of  the 
sport  a sufficient  reward  without  the  chink  of 
coin  being  ever  in  the  expectation  of  their 
handling.  Money,  indeed,  seems  to  be  the  bane 
of  the  amateur  athletic  world. 

An  angler  who  has  proved  his  efficiency  by 
winning  coin,  or  in  “kind”  prizes,  should  not 
bemean  himself  by  joining  in  competitions  on 
equal  terms  with  half  a hundred  more  or  less  in- 
expei’ienced  members  of  London  or  provincial 
angling  clubs.  As  long  as  these  pot-hunting 
inducements  continue  to  be  offered  some  sort  of 
classification,  or  at  least  handicapping,  should 
regulate  these  fishing  matches.  Young  anglers 
cannot  be  expected  to  go  on  competing  under  the 
present  unfair  conditions  ; and  racing  for  good 
swims  is  altogether  alien  to  the  thought  of  those 
who  always  Fish  for  Sport. 


“CATCH”  TO  USE  WITH 
SLIDER  FLOAT. 

find  the  enclosed  very  useful  when 
using  a “ slider  ” float,  as  it  can  so 
easily  be  moved  to  regulate  the 
deptli  (above  the  float,  of  course),  and 
when  tightened  up  again  is  ]ierfectly 
fixed. 

The  holes  must  be  punched  with 
a broken  needle  on  a piece  of  load. 

Hoping  it  may  be  useful  to  some 
of  your  bream  and  barbel  fishing 
readers, — I am,  dr,c  , 

Frank  L.  Moir. 

33,  Belsize-road,  N.W. 

[This  little  “catch”  is  merely  a slip  of  stout 
quill  with  two  holes  punched  in  it. — Ed. J 


FLY-FISHING  FOR  BASS. 

Sir,— Could  you  kindly  inform  me,  through 
your  valuable  paper,  if  bass  can  be  taken  with 
the  artificial  fly— large  sea  or  salmon  flies  of 
course.  I have  taken  them  in  the  Arun  with  a 
spoon  bait,  but  should  like  to  know  if  they  would 
be  likely  to  rise  to  a fly,  as  if  so  they  should  give 
good  sport  fishing  from  a boat  in  rivers  _ or 
mouth  of  harbours.  Thanking  you  in  antici- 
pation.— 1 am,  &c.,  Wm.  Tucker. 

South  Croydon. 

[Bass  are  frequently  taken  with  soft  crab  or 
squid  bait,  or  a large  and  gaudy  artificial  fly.] 


GRUB-BODIED  CHUB  AND  DACE  FLIES 
gjit_ — I having  handed  to  Mr.  Walbran,  of  New 
Station-street,  Leeds,  my  own  pattern  flies  for 
chub  and  dace  (grub-bodied),  and  having  had 
samples  from  him,  which  now  meet  with  my 
approbation,  I invite  anglers  to  send  for 
patterns  and  give  them  a trial.  I may  add  that 
I never  have  any  pecuniary  interest  in  these 
little  matters.  I think  that  they  only  need  to  be 
known  to  be  appreciated.  I shall  be  very  glad 
indeed  if  they  can  be  improved  upon,  and  so  no 
doubt  would  Mr.  Walbran  be ; but  at  present  I 
think  them  as  good  a lot  of  flies  as  are  sold  for 
the  purpose.  If  any  purchaser  finds  them  kill 
well,  all  / would  ask  is  that  ho  acknowledge 
the  fact  in  the  F.G.  At  present  I am  supposed 
to  be  salmon  fishing  in  Sutherlandshire,  but  the 
lack  of  water  makes  sport  all  but  nil,  so  1 more 
often  trout  fish  instead,  on  the  lochs. — I am,  &c., 

E.  M.  Tod 


FISHING  AT  WEST  DRAYTON. 

— Your  subscriber  is  wrong  in  the  state- 
ment that  there  is  free  fishing  in  this  locality.  I 
often  have  to  caution  persons  trespassing  on  my 
holding,  whose  excuse  is  they  thought  it  was  free 
water,  for  I do  not  wish  to  prosecute  if  such 
trespass  is  unintentional.  I see  it  occurs  from  a 
mis-statement  made  to  the  public.  The  part  of 
the  river  referred  to  is  the  property  of  the  Free- 
holders of  the  Township  of  Uxbridge  and  the 
parish  of  Hillingdon  (who,  I am  sorry  to  say, 
are  somewhat  indifferent  to  their  rights)  ; such 
freeholder  has  power  to  prosecute  all  stranger, tres- 
passers, and  no  one  may  fish  unless  accompanied 
by  the  freeholders,  whose  right  is  netting,  not 
angling.  I only  wish  Mr.  “ Trout  and  Chequers  ” 
had  some  control  over  the  right,  it  would  be 
better  cared  for,  and  beneficial  to  the  locality  in 
general.  There  is  no  free  fishing  in  this  district, 
but  the  public  have  been  led  to  believe  so,  and  it 
causes  many  very  unpleasant  interims  between 
owners  and  the  erring  individual.  The  canal  is 
rented  and  managed  by  Mr.  Ghurney,  for  a 
society ; all  other  runs  are  the  property  of  owners 
or  those  holding  under  superior  landlords. — I am, 
&c.  T.  W.  Mcrray, 

Proprietor  Thorney  Weir  Club,  West  Drayton. 


FISHING  NEAR  SANDWICH. 

Sir, — I should  like  to  point  out  that  the  “Blow- 
boat  ” is  only  used  twice  a year  for  about  two 
weeks  at  a time,  and  through  the  courtesy  of  the 
officials  such  times  are  regulated  as  not  to 
interfere  with  the  fishing.  I shall  be  happy  to 
crive  “ Wilson  ” any  further  information  he  may 
desire  if  he  will  send  me  a line. — I am,  &c.. 


Ickham,  Wingham,  Kent. 


F.  W.  Lucy. 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND. 

SiH,— Could  you  mention  in  the  columns  of 
your  interesting  paper  a small  and  cheap  hostelry 
situated  on  one  of  the  best  salmon  fishing  lakes 
or  rivers  of  Scotland,  where  “ Weekly  Reader” 
could  enjoy  a week  or  ten  days’  salmon  fishing  in 
August  or  September  at  small  expense  ? — I am, 
^c.  — Weekly  Reader. 


FISHING  IN  NORTH  WALES. 

Sir  — Iq  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  the  1st  inst. 
I saw  a letter  signed  “ Doctor  ” under  the 
heading  of  “ Fishing  in  North  Wales.”  There  is 
splendid  trout  fishing  in  this  district,  and  ample 
accommodation  in  the  town  and  suburbs.  Par- 
ticulars of  same  I shall  be  happy  to  furnish  on 
hearing  what  are  the  requirements. — I am,  Ac., 

J.  T.  Jones. 

College  View,  32,  Arenig-street,  Bala. 


THE  BLACK  FOREST  CLUB. 

— With  regard  to  the  article  in  your  last 
issue,  entitled  “ A Proposed  English  Pishing 
Club  in  the  Black  Forest,”  I think  that  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  angler,  no  more  desirable 
purchase  could  be  made.  Unfortunately,  very 
few  people  know  how  delightfully  pretty  the 
Valley  of  the  Wutach  is,  and  how  comfortable 
and  reasonable  are  the  quarters  to  be  obtained  at 
Bad  Boll.  The  fishing  in  that  part  of  the 
Wutach  proposed  to  be  acquired  by  the  English 
Club  is  exceptionally  good,  and  so  pleased  am  I 
with  the  prospect  of  having  an  interest  in  this  in 
every  way  promising  undertaking,  that  I am  at 
once  communicating  with  Mr.  Douglas  Norman, 
whose  name  you  were  good  enough  to  give.  I 
append  my  name  and  address,  but  not  for  publica- 
tion.— I am,  Ac.,  A.  E.  B. 


HOW  TO  KEEP  GET. 

Sir, — A doctor  asked  me  the  other  day  why 
fishermen  do  not  keep  their  gut,  as  surgeons  do, 
in  carbolic  oil.  The  gut,  he  says,  is  kept  pliant 
and  strong  for  tying  arteries,  and  is  improved  by 
the  keeping.  Has  this  plan  ever  been  tried  by 
anglers,  or  is  there  any  drawback  to  it  ? — I am, 

AcT,  h.b. 


FISHING  IN  THE  CHERWELL. 

Sir, — Can  you  kindly  inform  me  if  there  is 
any  good  bottom  fishing  in  the  River  Cherwell, 
at  Kirtlington,  near  Oxford,  or  thereabouts.— I 
am,  Ac.,  J-  C.  Pettifer. 

Parkhurst,  Isle  of  Wight. 

[There  is  fair  coarse  fishing  in  the  Cherwell, 
chub  especially.] 


FISHING  AT  BEAUMARIS. 

Sir, — 1 should  be  very  grateful  if  any  of  your 
readers  could  give  me  information  about  the 
fishing  at  Beaumaris ; pollack  and  bass  especially. 
From  pier  or  rock  rather  than  boat  — I am,  Ac., 

Cave  Humphrey. 


Index  to  Fishino  G.azette. — The  Index  to 
Vol.  XXVI.  (January  to  June,  1893)  will  appear 
as  a supplement  to  our  issue  of  July  15  next. 
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ANGLING  FIXTURES. 

July  9. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  ; Prize  outing’. 

Crown  and  Buckland  : Match  at  Harlow. 

Dalston  : Match  at  Ware. 

Earlsfield  : Outing  at  Weyhridge. 

Enterprise  : Annual  dinner  at  Eye  House. 

Globe  ; Match  at  Amberley. 

Oak  : Match  at  Eoydon. 

St.  George’s  : Match  at  Byfleet. 

July  10. 

Anglers’  Association ; Renting  and  Preservation 
Committee  meeting. 

July  11. 

Good  Intent ; Distribution  of  prizes. 

Gresham  : Sea-fishing  at  Leigh. 

Mildmay : Annual  dinner. 

Westminster  : Special  meeting. 

July  12. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  : Quarterly  night. 

Western  Piscatorials  ; Special  meeting. 

July  13. 

Prince  Albert : Quarterly  night. 

July  14. 

Anglers  Benevolent : Committee  meeting  at  8.30. 

July  15. 

Prince  of  Wales  : Match  at  Langley. 


FIXTUEBS  FOE  THE  FUTUEB. 

July  16. — Allason  United  Brothers:  Competition  at 
Langley. 

16. — Amicable  Brothers  : Annual  dinner. 

16. — Bomore  : Brake  outing  to  Langley. 

)>  16. — Hoxton  Brothers  : Annual  dinner. 

16. — Izaak  Walton  : Annual  dinner. 

16. — Jubilee;  Match  at  Langley. 

)i  16. — Sundial : Prize  outing. 

16. — United  Brothers  : Purse  outing. 

5)  19. — Forest  Gate  : Special  general  meeting. 

,)  19. — Izaak  Walton  : Annual  dinner. 

22. — Gresham : Visit  to  Natural  History  section 
of  British  Mn.seum. 

,1  23. — Great  Eastern  : Match  at  Harlow. 

,>  23. — South  London  United  Visiting  List ; Com- 

petition at  Amberley. 

,,  24. — Bermondsey  Brothers  : Central  Association 

Visit. 

i>  24. — Hull  Times  Angling  Competition  at  Brigg. 

5.  24. — North  London  : Visit  (No.  2,  Eastern). 

>>  25.  Hoxton  Brothers  : Distribution  of  prizes. 

Aug.  8.— Copenhagen  : Annual  outing. 


Eeports  from  Clu&s 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
Insure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
uay  Morningf.  Thursday  night’ s clubs  or  meeti7ig$  by 
first  post  on  Friday  mor^iing.  Address  “ Editor,  Pishing 
Gazette,  8t.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London," 
marked  “Club  Eepobt  ’’  outside  envelope. 


notice:. 

SECRETARIES  OP  CLUBS  who  take  in  The 
Fisuiugf  Gazette  are  reminded  that  we  shall  be 
pleased  to  send  them  a nicely  got  up  and  strongly  bound 
Reading  Case  for  same,  gratis  on  receipt  of  a card 
addressed  to  the  “ Manager,’’  The  Pishing  Gazette, 
St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C.,  asking 
for  same  to  be  sent.  


Anglers’  Association.— The  monthly  meeting  of 
the  Renting  and  Preservation  Committee  will  take  place 
-on  Monday  evening  next,  July  10,  at  8.30.— R.  G hurney 
sec.  ’ 

Anglers  Association.  — The  general  committee 
met  on  Monday  last,  the  3rd  inst  , at  8.30  p.m.  Mr. 
W.  H.  Beckett,  vice-president,  in  the  chair.  After 
sundry  preliminary  business  had  been  disposed  of,  the 
Slough  and  Langley  Angling  Society,  meeting  at  the 
Dolphin  Hotel,  Slough,  was  duly  enrolled.  This  society 
starts  with  twenty-two  members,  and  their  rules  are  all 
that  the  association  require.  It  is  understood  this 
society  will  look  after  the  interests  of  the  association’s 
fishery  in  this  neighbourhood.  The  secretary  drew 
attention  to  the  prosecution  of  Donald  Flint  Mr 
Manning  reported  that  he  had  attended  the  open-air 
meeting  held  in  the  grounds  of  the  Swan  Hotel,  Strat- 
lord  St.  Mary,  and  took  the  chair  at  the  request  of 
those  present.  Mr.  Crumplen  addressed  the  meeting  in 
an  able  manner,  and  subscriptions  were  afterwards 
received  of  nearly  .£9  for  the  Defence  Fund.  The 
tenant  farmers  and  landowners  do  not  appear  to  be  very 
interested  in  the  result.  After  debating  this  subject 
for  some  time,  it  was  decided  by  a motion  proposed  by 
Mr.  Goodwin,  that  the  discussion  should  be  adjourned 
until  further  information  had  been  received,  and  Messrs. 
Ghurney  and  Parker  were  requested  to  obtain  same  if 
possible.  The  Chiswick  Piscatorials,  meeting  at  the 
Packhorse  and  Talbot  Hotel,  High-.street,  Chiswick 
were  duly  enrolled,  they  have  forty-five  members.  A 
very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  brought  an 
important  thoroughly  business  evening  to  a close  — 
Hon.  Reporter. 

Anglers  Benevolent  Society. — The  next  meeting 
of  the  committee  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening 
July  14,  at  8.30.-R.  Ghurney,  sec. 


Aberdeen  Amateur  Rock-Fisliers’  Association. 

The  members  of  this  association  competed  on  Saturday 
for  a number  of  prizes,  the  results  also  deciding  the 
third  trophy  competition.  Subjoined  are  the  winners  : 
hirst.  Win.  Campbell,  171b.  6oz.  ; second,  James 
Walker,  151b.  12oz. ; third,  Alexander  Douglas, 

81b.  lloz.  : fourth,  David  Maid,  41b;  fifth,  John  Inch, 
11b.  ; sixth,  James  Wilson,  3oz.  The  fact  of  very  light 
catches  getting  into  tlie  prize-list  is  due  to  several 
recent  prize-winners  having  been  penalised  for  this 
occasion,^  the  competition  being  a handicap  one.  The 
competition  for  the  medal  presented  by  Mr.  Parsons, 
George-street,  and  a silk  handkerchief  given  by  Mrs. 
Parsons  for  the  heaviest  and  second  heaviest  fish  for 
June  resulted  in  James  Dawson  gaining  the  medal  with 
a fish  of  81b.  8oz.,  while  Janies  Wilson  and  John  Inch 
tied  for  the  second  place.  In  deciding  the  tie  the  latter 
won  with  8oz.,  Wilson  having  only  3oz. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Cowley  Arms,  Nor- 
mandy-place,  Brixton,  S.W. — Since  my  last  report  the 
following  members  have  weighed-in  : ‘On  the  25th  ult., 
Mr.  De  B.  Green,  bream,  41b.  lOoz.  (winning  the  prize 
left  over  from  the  18th)  ; Mr.  W.  Warde,  dace,  31b. ; Mr. 
E.  A.  Enever,  roach,  21b.  loz. ; Mr.  Bryant,  roach,  and 
Mr.  White,  roach.  On  the  2nd  inst.,  Mr.  Bryant, 
bream,  91b.  5oz.  ; Mr.  W.  Warde,  roach,  11b.  3oz. ; Mr. 
Barnes,  roach,  11b.  On  the  4th  inst.,  Mr.  I.  Wiggins, 
roach,  31b.  5oz.,  and  Mr.  F.  Tottem,  roach,  11b.  2oz.  It 
was  arranged  at  our  la.st  meeting  that  the  prizes  for 
this  month  should  be  left  over,  and  put  in  the  August 
competition.  We  still  have  room  for  a few  more  mem- 
bers, and  any  gentleman  wishing  to  join  can  have  full 
particulars  at  anytime  on  application  at  the  club-house. 
— W.  H.  Bryant,  hon.  sec. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate.— 
On  the  5th  inst.  the  minutes  were  read  and  confirmed 
Mr.  J.  Gibbs  proposed  Mr.  Berkley  as  working  memberi 
who  will  be  balloted  for  next  week  Messrs.  Brown  and 
Stokes  have  been  elected  delegates  to  the  Anglers’ 
Association.  It  has  been  unanimously  agreed  that  we 
fish  our  second  annual  match  of  the  season  at  Slough 
Cottage  Pound  of  the  Langley  Canal,  on  July  16,  pegged 
down,  two  rods,  meadow  side,  no  less  than  8oz.  of  fish 
to  take  a prize.  The  following  are  the  four  prizes  ; 
10s.  6d.,  first;  jack-rod,  second;  Host  Wood  gives 
bottom  rod,  value  4s.,  for  third  ; and  a zinc  bait-can, 
fourth.  Will  members  attend  next  Wednesday  at  9 p.m. 
— important  business.— B.  Abrahams,  sec. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln’s-inn-fields,  W.C.— On  July  2 the 
following  weighed-in:  S.  Cutbush,  roach;  J.  Drew, 
roach  and  dace;  W.  Thornet,  bream  and  roach;  W. 
Stewart,  roach  ; S.  Masters,  roach  ; G.  Marriott,  perch  • 
and  W.  Hopping,  roach.  On  Tuesday  we  went  through 
some  important  business.  Messrs.  Lake  and  Jewell 
were  elected  honorary  members,  and  Mr.  Whiston  was 
proposed  as  a working  member,  ballot  next  Tuesday, 
when  I hope  to  see  a good  muster,  as  our  prize  list  will 
be  read  and  discussed  before  being  put  in  hands  of 
printer.— G.  Marriott,  sec. 

Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
btag.  Worship-square,  E.C.— On  July  2 Mr.  Haynes 
weighed-in  a nice  show  of  roach  and  bream.  On  Wednes- 
day two  new  members  were  elected.  I would  remind 
all  members  that  our  annual  dinner  takes  place  on  July  16, 
at  the  Swan  Hotel,  Fittleworth,  when  I hope  to  see  a 
good  muster.— F.  G.  Hutchins,  see. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea.— On  July  2 we  fished 
our  first  match  at  W^alton,  and  our  trays  were  well  filled. 
The  successful  members  were  Mr.  Lovett,  first,  91b.  of 
bream  ; Mr.  J.  Rich,  second,  bib.  roach  and  barbel ; Mr. 

Turner,  third,  3^lb.  barbel.  The  followingf  als> 
weighed-in  ; Mr.  Herbert,  roach  and  barbel ; Lane, 
bream  and  barbel ; G.  Rich,  bream  ; I).  Cooper,  bream  ; 
A.  Bond,  bream;  Bliss,  bream  ; W*  Knowler,  chub  and 
roach;  Barraclough,  roach  and  dace;  Jones,  roach  and 
bream. 

Amicable  WaltonianAng-ling*  Society,  The  Sun, 
Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — On  July  2 several 

result  of  a fine  show 
of  fish,  contributed  by  the  following  members  : Mr. 
Tomkins  and  Mr.  Nunn,  sen.,  with  fine  shows  of  roach 
and  dace;  Mr,  T.  Hake  and  Mr.  Lambarth,  jun.,  with 
nice  shows  of  roach,  dace,  and  bream ; Mr  C Irvin 

Hill,  with  bream. 

Mr.  Whitebread,  with  a fine  show  of  roach,  dace,  and 
bream,  taking  first  honours  with  the  largest  show  durino: 
the  evening. — -E.  R.  Embleton,  sec.  ° 

Batt^sea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Hotel,  Queen  s-road,  Battersea. — The  members  of  this 
mub  fished  a match  at  Amberley,  on  July  2,  as  follows  : 
Mr.  J.  Antcliffe,  first  (his  take  including  a nice  roach  of 
lib.  3oz.) ; Mr.  Charles  Wastell  weighed-in  141b  8oz 
roach  and  dace,  from  Chertsey ; Mr.  W.  Hines  roach 
and  bream,  from  Walton. — Geo.  Mumford,  sec. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
paok,  Bermondsey,  S.E.— Ourtrays  were  again  well  filled 
with  some  capital  bream,  roach,  barbel,  and  dace,  con- 
tributed by  the  following  members : — W.  Streeton, 
bream  ; J.  Smith,  bream  and  roach  ; J.  Warmau,  bream 
and  roach ; G.  Pocock,  bream  ; G.  Hamp,  roach  and 
bream  ; G.  Payne,  roach,  perch,  and  dace  ; R.  Bracken- 
bury,  tench;  and  A.  Conn,  barbel  and  roach.  Total 
gross  weight,  821b.  7oz.  The  next  visit  on  the  Central 
Association  list  will  be  to  this  society,  on  Monday,  the 
24th. — A.  Conn,  sec. 

c!  AngHng  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 

bouthwark-street. — Since  my  last  report  several 
members  have  been  out  to  Amberley,  Mr.  Foster  having 
a nice  show  of  bream,  101b.  lljoz.  Other  members  had 
fish.  Mr.  Wheelhouse,  roach  ; Mr.  Hacker,  roach  ; Mr, 


Calder,  chub  ; Mr.  J.  Downes,  roach.  Will  memliers  come 
up  next  Wednesday  and  decide  where  we  shall  fish  our 
first  outing  this  season,  also  to  arrange  our  ijrize  list  for 
the  present  year?— J.  Foster,  sec. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  W.C. — On  the  2nd  inst.  we 
had  a nice  show  from  the  following  : Mr.  Smith,  roach  ; 
Mr.  Gill,  a very  nice  show  of  roach  from  the  Lea,  and 
A.  W.  Pain,  carp.  Wednesday  next,  July  12,  will  be 
quarter  night,  and  the  19th  is  the  limit  night.  Mem- 
bers will  fish  for  Mr.  Seymour’s  prize  on  the  9th  inst., 
anvwhero  in  the  Lea,  gross  weight. — D.  Warren. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  Britannia,  Clarendon- 
road,  Notting-hill. — Since  my  last  report  I am  very 
pleased  to  say  that  our  trays  have  been  well  patronised. 
On  June  18  the  following  weighed  in:  Messrs. 

Hamilton,  Griffiths,  and  Stone ; on  June  25,  Messrs. 
Stone,  Hamilton,  Griffiths,  and  G.  Ball  ; on  July  2, 
Messrs.  Stone,  with  some  splendid  roach,  Griffith.s,  and 
Shew.  Owing  to  a little  misunderstanding  our  peg- 
down  match  was  postponed  until  J uly  16,  by  brake  to 
Langley  ; start  from  club  house  at  12  midnight. — 
F.  Stainford,  sec. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.  — Since  my  last 
report  we  have  had  some  nice  fish  shown  by  the  mem- 
bers. Mr.  Ward,  roach,  201b.,  heaviest  lib.  5*oz., 
11b.  3oz.,  11b.  3oz.,  lib.  IJoz. ; bream,  111b.,  heaviest 
31b.  4joz.  Mr.  West,  roach,  61b.  l|oz.,  heaviest 
lib.  5Eb.  Mr.  Rundell,  bream,  rudd,  and  perch.  Mr. 
Pearson,  dace. — J.  H. 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  - street,  Liverpool-road.  — On  Wednesday, 
June  28,  one  of  our  members,  Mr.  Hawle,  had  a very 
nice  show  of  roach,  weight  131b.,  largest  11b.  7oz.  On 
Wednesday,  July  12,  I should  like  to  see  as  many  mem- 
bers as  possible,  as  we  have  eight  new  fishing  members 
to  elect. — Hy.  Tame,  sec. 

Brunsivick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley.  — On  the  2nd  inst.,  the  following 
weighed-in  : Mr.  G.  Mearing,  bream  and  roach  ; Thomp- 
son, bream  ; Wilson,  bream  and  roach  ; Bissell,  bream; 
Watkins,  roach  and  dace ; J.  Mearing,  Parmenter, 
Short,  Lees,  Oakes,  bream  and  roach ; Hart,  bream. 
We  shall  shortly  fish  a match  for  several  prizes,  and 
hope  members  will  turn  up  in  force  to  arrange  the 
same. — J.  Watkins,  sec. 

Burdett  Angling  Society,  118.  Hackney-road.— 
We  had  a splendid  show  of  fish  on  the  2nd  inst.  Our 
trays  were  full  of  roach.  Mr.  J.  Pether  had  enough  to 
fill  two  trays  (six  of  the  largest  roach  weighing  5|lb.). 
Mr.  Kerby  also  had  a nice  show  of  roach,  winning  a 
prize  given  by  Mr.  Pether.  Young  men  wishing  to  join 
a club  may  join  the  Burdett  for  6s.  per  year  (privilege 
ticket  included).  The  secretary  is  at  the  club  after 
8 o’clock  each  evening. — J.  Pether,  sec. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hart- 
land-road,  N.W. — On  Saturday  Mr.  Chapman  had  a nice 
show  of  roach  ; on  July  2 Mr.  Marshall  had  roach  ; Mr. 
Sartain,  roach  ; and  Mr.  Gritcher,  roach  and  gudgeon. 
On  Monday  Mr.  W.  White  had  a nice  show  of  jack 
weighing  281b. — E.  T.  White,  sec. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E. — We  had 
another  good  show  of  fish  on  July  2,  by  the  following 
members  : Messrs.  J.  Wilson,  R.  Hall.  P.  Heester,  G. 
Hatton,  G.  Howell,  R.  Lashwood,  J.  Allen,  C.  Marney 
and  O.  Jones.  Also  Mr  G.  Mills  weighed-in  on  Wednes  ' 
day  evening  21b.  3oz.  of  roach. 

Central  Association  of  Iiondon  Angling  Clubs. 
— The  monthly  delegate  meeting  was  held  at  the  Bedford 
Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane.  W.C.,  on  Monday  last,  Mr. 
C.  A.  Medcalf  in  the  chair.  The  minutes  of  previous 
meetings  were  duly  confirmed  and  general  routine 
business  disposed  of.  The  Phoenix  Angling  Society,  an 
old  established  and  influential  society,  applied  for 
enrolment,  which  had  been  provisionally  granted  by  the 
committee  and  was  now  endorsed  by  the  delegates.  A 
new  society,  the  Chiswick  Piscatorial,  held  at  the  Pack 
Horse  Hotel,  High-road,  Chiswick,  applied  for  enrol- 
ment. The  chairman  attended  and  stated  that  there 
were  already  forty-five  members  ; rules  and  everything 
found  to  be  satisfactory  ; they  were  unanimously 
enrolled.  A very  interesting  discussion  ensued  in 
reference  to  the  claim  of  the  riparian  owner  to  the 
fishing  from  bank  to  bank  on  the  Suffolk  Stour  at 
Stratford  St.  Mary  and  Boxford.  Mr.  Crumplen 
gave  some  interesting  details  of  the  Donald  Flint  law- 
suit, and  a resolution  was  unanimously  passed  pledging 
the  association  to  support  the  Suffolk  Stour  Defence 
Fund  by  every  means  in  its  power ; also  that  a letter 
be  sent  to  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  asking  him  to  lend  his 
powerful  support  by  opening  a subscription  list,  &e. 
The  delegates  voted  the  sum  of  five  guineas  as  their 
first  donation  towards  this  fund,  and  every  society  is  also 
urged  to  forward  a donation  in  order  to  successfully 
fight  the  case.  The  receipt  and  letter  acknowledging 
the  donation  sent  to  the  Thames  Public  Bights  Associa- 
tion were  producad,  and  read  to  the  meeting.  A letter 
was  read  to  the  meeting  intimating  that  the  Metro- 
politan Railway  Company  had  agreed  to  grant  the  con- 
cession of  cheap  travelling  to  anglers  on  production  of 
their  card  and  fishing  tackle  to  Rickmansworth  and  their 
Aylesbury  extension,  Mr.  James  Smith  was  elected 
to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
Beesley  from  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  Com- 
mittee. The  visiting  officer  and  hon.  bailiff’s  reports 
were  handed  in  and  adopted,  and  further  appointments 
made.  The  secretary  stated  that  he  had  issued  a large 
number  of  privilege  tickets,  there  being  several  hun- 
dred more  issued  this  year  than  at  the  corresponding 
period  of  previous  years.  All  communications  to  be 
sent  to  Mr,  W.  J,  Wade,  6,  Priter-road,  Bermondsey, 
S.E. 
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City  of  London  and  Rising  Snu  Angling 
Society. — We  bad  81b.  2oz.  of  roach  and  bream  on  the 
2nd,  weighed-in  by  Mr.  Macdonnell.  No  other  member 
showed  fish. — CAS.  _ . . rro. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction.  On 
July  2 several  o?  our  members  journeyed  to  Amberley 
to  fish  a competition  for  three  prizes,  with  the  following 
result  :^lst,  A.  Bowater,  21b.  llioz. ; 2nd,  A.  Turner, 
11b.  14ioz.  ; 3rd,  A.  Moore,  11b.  14oz.  Messrs.  Will- 
goss,  Marchant,  and  J.  W.  Jameson  also  had  fish. 

G.  T.  Jameson,  sec. 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorials 
Society,  Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell-green,  E.C.— On 
July  2 the  following  members  had  fair  shows ; Mr. 
Walter,  bream,  roach,  and  dace,  131b.  loz. ; Mr.  W. 
Long,  roach,  bream,  and  dace,  101b.  12Joz.  ; Mr.  Morris, 
roach,  bream,  and  dace,  41b.  2oz. ; Mr.  Dockree,  roach 
and  dace,  31b.  T2oz.  ; Mr.  Gabell,  roach,  31b.  2oz.  ; Mr. 
G.  Franklin,  bream  and  roach,  31b.  4|oz. ; Mr.  Kitty, 
roach,  21b.  lOloz.  On  July  9 we  fish  a roving  match  at 
Harlow  for  Messrs.  Chapman,  Fickling,  Walter,  and 
Burwash  prizes,  all  to  start  Sunday  morning.  I trust 
all  members  will  attend  next  Wednesday,  as  there  is  some 
important  business  to  be  brought  forward  ; also  we  wish 
to  collect  as  much  as  possible  for  the  Donald  Flint 
Defence  Fund.— W.  H.  Burwash,  sec. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  July  2 Messrs.  C.  Bobin- 
son,  H.  Poore,  W.  Wythe,  F.  Legge,  Malby,  R.  Parram, 
F.  Baldwin,  had  a very  fine  show  of  roach,  dace,  perch, 
and  bream.  On  Tuesday,  the  4th,  our  quarterly  general 
meeting  took  place,  when  the  balance  sheet  was  pre- 
sented and  accejjted,  the  auditors,  Messrs.  Legge  and 
Spong,  giving  a very  favourable  report.  On  the  9th 
inst.  we  fish  a boundary  match  for  six  prizes  at  Ware 
from  the  gate  above  Ptiory  Lock  to  Hertford  Lock. 
Members  to  go  down  by  the  8.0,  9.0,  and  9.19  from 
Hackney  Downs.  Members  going  down  by  the  9.19  to 
report  themselves  to  one  of  the  committee,  secretary,  or 
chairman,  before  commencing. — S.  Malbt,  soc. 

Fifth  Rye  House  Competition.— I beg  to  acknow- 
ledge, with  thanks,  the  receipt  from  the  Camden,  5s.  ; 
Bomore,  7s. — S.  Malbt,  sec. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 

All  Saints-roadj  Westbourne-park.— On  July  2 most  of 
our  members  were  out,  and  weighed-in  some  nice  shows  : 
Mr.  Tucker,  71b.  Gjoz.  bream  and  roach  ; Mr.  Wilkins, 
21b.  5Joz.  roach  ; Mr.  Purchase,  one  roach,  11b.  2oz.,  from 
the  Thames  ; Mr.  A.  Barrett,  111b.  9oz.  bream,  from  the 
Thames;  Mr.  Walford,  51b.  lOJoz.  bream  (one  going 
41b.  41oz.) ; Mr.  G.  Jenkins,  31b.  roach  and  perch,  and 
Mr.  Foster,  41b.  13oz.  dace ; Mr.  Allum,  21b.  7Joz.  tench  ; 
Mr.  Bedford,  11b.  loz.  roach  ; Mr.  Fathers,  51b.  lUoz. 
roach  and  bream  ; Mr.  Belcher,  21b.  2oz.  roach  ; Mr. 
Gill,  roach  ; and  Mr,  Fletcher,  roach  and  dace.— W. 
Jenkins,  sec. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Tottenham.  — A few 
of  our  members  journeyed  Cambridge  way  on  the 
2nd  inst.,  but  met  with  rather  poor  sport,  Mr.  Dwyer 
coming  off  best  with  Clb.  roach  and  dace,  and  a chub  of 
lib.  9oz.,  whilst  Mr.  Day  had  roach  and  dace,  some  of 
the  latter  half  a pound  ; Mr.  Price  showed  a nice  bag 
of  roach  and  dace,  whilst  others  with  poor  results  were 
Messrs.  Sharland  and  Aris,  though  we  had  a most 
enjoyable  day’s  outing  with  our  friends  Mr.  Ponty 
Pettopiere,  Mr.  F.  Ashdown  (Hounsfield  Otters),  and 
Mr.  Frank  Grey  (Good  Intent),  the  luncheon  basket  of 
“Ponty’s”  being  done  full  justice  to.  At  our  com- 
mittee meeting,  on  Tuesday,  over  twenty  prizes  were 
arranged  to  be  fished  for  during  the  present  season. 
Seven  new  members  were  elected,  and  our  club  is  in  a 
flourishing  condition. — Duncan  Sharland,  hon.  sec. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Halfway  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.  W.— The  usual  weekly  meeting  took  place 
on  Wednesday  last.  An  outing  was  arranged  for  July  9 
at  the  Blue  Anchor  water,  Weybridge. — Wm.  L.  Bruce, 
hon.  sec. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross-road,  Tottenham.— Some  of  our  members  were  out 
on  the  2nd  inst.,  with  the  following  result Mr.  Phesay, 
51b.  5oz.  (including  a chub  31b.  4oz.  and  a dace  9Joz.)  ; 
Mr.  Price,  two  dace,  14ioz. ; Mr.  Knight,  lib.  5oz. 
roach;  and  Mr.  Hammond  with  a show  of  gudgeon. 
Our  annual  dinner  takes  place  at  Rye  House  on  July  9. 

• — H.  Tuck,  hon.  sec. 

Epsom  Angling  Society. — At  our  monthly  meet- 
ing held  on  Monday  last,  3rd  inst.,  Mr.  W.  R.  Giles  in 
the  chair,  a discussion  took  place  as  to  “ The  best 
methods,  tackle,  bait,  &c.,  to  be  used  in  coarse  fishing  ” 
in  which  the  chairman  and  Messrs.  Jeffery,  Geo.  Miles, 
H.  McLean,  W.  Simmons,  H.  Vickery,  W.  Dix,  and 
E.  W.  Hailes  took  part.  On  Saturday  last  Messrs.  T.  A. 
Bucknill,  jun.,  and  E.  W.  Hailes  weighed  in  71b.  7|oz. 
roach  and  bream  from  the  Mole,  the  bream  weighing 
llh  5Joz.— Edward  Wm.  Hailes,  sec. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest  Gate. — On  June  25  and  July  2, 
Messrs.  W.  H.  and  W.  J.  Talbot  and  J.  Carter  had 
another  nice  show  of  rudd,  and  on  July  1,  Mr.  E.  Men- 
sham  roach,  largest  11b.  l|oz.  Messrs.  Talbot  and 
Carter  reported  the  capture  of  a fine  specimen  of  an 
English  snake.  It  was  first  observed  coming  down  to 
the  water,  and  on  being  approaehed  darted  into  the  reeds. 
After  a long  seareh  it  was  discovered  just  in  the  water, 
and  with  the  assistance  of  a landing  net  thrown  up  on 
the  bank,  and  there  captured  alive,  and  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  Carter.  It  measures  nearly  four  feet. 
A smaller  snake  was  also  killed  during  the  day.  On 
July  9 there  will  be  an  outing  to  Burnham-on-Crouch. 
Members  will  meet  at  Forest  Gate  station  at  9.30.  On 
July  19  there  will  be  a speeial  general  meeting  to  con- 
sider rule  10.  Six  new  members  were  duly  elected  at 


our  weekly  meeting  on  Wednesday  last.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Talbot  brought  up  the  roach  lib.  9ioa.  (which  had  been 
set-up  beautifully  by  Cooper),  and  W.  J.  Talbot  a case 
of  bullheads  from  Southend,  set  up  as  curiosities.— 
W.  J.  Talbot. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road,  N.— On  July  2 the  following  members  weighed-in  : 
Messrs.  Hebbings,  201b.  Goz.  bream  (one  fish  21b  12Joz.) ; 
W.  Lawrence,  tench,  21b.  2Joz. ; and  Biggs  and  Ballard, 
roach  There  are  three  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  July  9 
at  Amberley— first,  lOs.  6d.  ; second,  9s.  ; third,  6s. 
Four  new  members  were  elected  on  Monday  last.  A. 


ITAIJMlSi,  SCO.  , 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  The  Crown, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch.— Some  good  takes  of  roach 
and  dace  have  been  brought  in  by  Donald  Flint  and 
C.  E.  James  (one  of  Mr.  Flint’s  roach  scaling  lib.  lljoz.), 
Mr.  James’s  fish  averaging  from  Jib.  to  11b.  IJoz.  Our 
prizes  will  be  distributed  on  Tuesday,  July  11.  The 
secretary  will  be  at  the  club-house  on  Saturday  and 
Monday  evenings,  July  8 and  10,  to  receive  the  prizes.  I 
hope  those  who  have  promised  prizes  will  be  prepared 
with  them  at  the  time.  Mr.  H.  J.  Tibbatts  will  preside 
at  the  distribution. — B.  Murphy. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Castle  Inn, 
Leyton-road,  Stratford.— On  July  2 the  following 
weighed-in: — W.  Burling,  bream,  roach,  and  dace  ; W. 
Savage,  roach  and  dace;  B.  Edwards,  roach;  and  J. 
Grande,  roach  and  jierch.  On  Tuesday  evening  Mr.  S. 
Houghton  was  elected  a working  member.  G.  F. 
Weaver,  sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— The  usual  weekly 
meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  with  Mr.  G.  Chambers, 
vice-president,  in  the  chair.  Four  new  members  were 
elected,  and  two  others  proposed.  Mr.  C.  S.  BentRy 
presented  the  society  with  the  “Memoirs  of  Dr. 
Blakey,”  and  Mr.  Norman  presented  Jarrold’s  Guide 
to  Cromer,’’  for  which  thanks  were  givp.  On  Tuesday 
next,  the  11th,  there  will  be  a sea-fishing  excursion  to 
Leigh,  leaving  Fenchurch  street,  at  8.23  a.m.,  and 
returning  at  7.21  or  9.6  p.m.  Members  wishing  to  join 
the  party  are  requested  to  communicate  with  Mr.  C.  E. 
Fosbrooke,  Roehampton,  S.W.  The  water  at  Mitcham 
is  now  in  fishing  order,  and  the  grass  has  been  cut  in  the 
Kelvedon  meadows.  On  Saturday,  the  22nd  inst.,  some 
of  the  members  will  visit  the  Natural  History  section 
of  the  British  Museum,  in  Cromwell-road,  W.,  where 
they  will  be  received  by  Dr.  Giinther  at  three  o’clock. 
James  Tayler,  sec. 

Havelock  Angling  Society,  Good  Intent,  Mowlem- 
street,  Cambridge-heatti. — On  July  2 we  had  some  very 
fine  roach  weighed-in  by  three  of  our  members  Mr. 
C.  Pfleger,  Mr.  D.  Lincoln,  and  Mr.  W.  Tuthill,  some 
of  the  fish  going  lib.  each.  There  will  be  a very  im- 
portant question  brought  forward  on  Tuesday  next, 
July  11,  when  I should  like  to  see  a good  muster.— W. 
Young,  sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  Isle  don-road,  Holloway,  N.  On  the 
1st  inst.  Mr.  Webb  weighed-in  a grand  show  of  perch, 
the  four  largest  fish  together  going  over  71b.  On  the 
2nd,  Mr.  Westrup  brought  lljlb.  of  barbel  and  dace 
from  the  Thames,  heaviest  barbel  a fine  specimen  of 
81b.  ,5oz.  Mr.  Burton  also  had  some  good  roach.  On 
the  5th,  Mr.  Cornish  had  81b.  5oz.  of  good  perch.  Mr. 
Millington  had  three  chub,  together  about  41b.,  on  the 
2nd,  but  was  too  late  to  weigh-in. — G.  H.  Rutherford, 
sac. 

Horseferry  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Clarence, 
Horseferry-road,  Westminster. — The  following  members 
weighed-in  the  2nd  inst.: — Mr.  King,  one  jack,  and 
some  nice  roach  ; Captain  Balantine,  roach,  bream,  and 
dace;  Mr.  C.  Hopkins,  roach;  Mr.  E.  Balantine,  bream 
and  roach ; Mr.  Garland,  roach.  At  the  meeting  on 
Wednesday,  the  auditors  signed  the  balance-sheet, 
which  was  satisfactory.  Two  new  members  were 
elected- Messrs.  A.  Balantine  and  B.  C.  Early.  Gen- 
tlemen wishing  to  join  a select  angling  society,  should 
apply  any  Wedteslay  evening  to — F.  Taylor,  hon.  sec. 

Hoxtoii  Brothers  Angling  Society. — Mr.  S. 
Orrow  weighed-in  bream,  roach,  and  dace  on  July  2, 
largest  bream  3ilb.  The  annual  dinner  will  take  place 
at  the  Bye  House  on  July  16,  and  the  distribution  of 
prizes  on  Tuesday,  July  25. — B.Ghurnet,  sec. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Red 
Lion,  Portland-street,  Soho.— On  July  2 the  following 
weighed-in:  Mr.  Davies,  roach,  and  Mr.  G.  Bigsby, 
roach.  On  Wednesday  last  we  proposed  a new  working 
member.  I hope  all  members  will  try  and  attend  on 
Wednesday  next,  as  there  is  a lot  of  business  to  be 
done. — G.  Bigsby,  sec. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — On  July  2 the  following 
members  weighed  in : Mr,  G,  Holder,  carp  and  roach, 
31b.  12Joz.  ; Mr.  Carpenter,  roach,  21b.  lloz. ; Mr.  J.  H. 
Herbert,  carp ; Mr.  Gay,  roach,  and  Mr.  E.  Challis, 
dace.  The  visit  on  No.  2 Eastern  District  took  place  on 
Monday  last,  and  was  much  better  attended  than  our 
list.  The  following  gentlemen  contributed  to  the 
harmony  : Messrs.  Forst,  H.  Stretch,  Salmon, 

E.  Challis,  Anthey,  Rapley,  \V.  Stretch,  Horley-Black- 
man.  Wanner,  Mellett,  Thornling;  pianist,  Mr. 
Phillips.  Eleven  clubs  answered  the  roll-call.  We 
met  on  Tuesday  last,  when  the  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  were  read  and  confirmed.  Two  more  members 
were  elected. — J.  H.  Herbert,  sec. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.  — The  annual 
dinners  will  take  place  on  the  16th  and  19th  July,  at 
Mr.  J.  Lyndsell’s,  the  Pied  Bull,  Sbanstead,  and  St. 
Margarets,  Herts.  Those  who  intend  being  present 
at  the  Sunday  dinner  will  please  send  in  their  names 
not  later  than  Wednesday,  the  12th  inst.,^  or  for 
the  Wednesday  dinner  not  later  than  the  16th  inst. 


The  members  competed  for  four  special  prizes  on  the 
2nd  inst.,  at  Amberley,  when  Mr.  W.  H.  Mech^ 
secured  first  honours;  Mr.  G.  Rogers,  second;  Mr._  G, 
Bliss,  third  ; and  Mr.  C.  Green,  fourth.  The  two  prizes 
fished  for  on  Wednesday,  the  5th  inst.,  Mr.  W.  Mecl^ 
was  first,  Mr.  G.  Nunn  was  second.  Messrs.  W. 
Wilshere,  W.  Wilkinson,  C.  Hayward,  and  G.  P.  Bolt 
had  fish  on  the  same  day.  Our  friend  the  Doctor  was 
again  successful  on  Monday  last,  having  a tray  of  hand- 
some roach  and  dace. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Portibello  Arms,  Kensal- 
road.— On  July  2,  Messrs.  Bence,  H.  Wright,  Ide, 
Gilder,  and  the  brothers  Scott,  had  fair  shows  of  roach 
and  bream.  We  have  arranged  a match  for  JMy  lo,  to 
take  place  at  King’s  Langley,  particulars  of  which  will 
appear  next  week. — A.  Ide,  sec. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  New  Crop  Inn, 
New  Cross-road,  S.E.— Our  first  prize  competition  took 
place  on  July  2 at  Woking  with  the  following  results  : 

1st  prize,  Mr.  W.  Rapkim  ; 2nd  prize,  Mr.  H.  G.  Penny  ; 
3rd  prize,  Mr.  J.  W.  Freeman.  Mr.  J.  B.  Freeman,  fish- 
ing with  a friend  near  Wateringbury,  had  a good  take 
of  roach,  four  largest  21b.  5\oz. — W.  W.  C. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  Qneen 
of  England,  Goldhawk-road,_  W. — ^Since  last  report  the 
following  members  have  weighed-in  : Mr.  S.  J.  Sheeiy 
rudd,  best  fish  11b.  lOJoz. ; Mr.  A.  B.  Mason,  chub  and 
dace  ; Mr.  C.  J.  Carter,  barbel,  roach,  and  dace  ; Mr. 

C.  E.  Look,  roach  and  dace.  Marlow  competition  post- 
poned owing  to  the  Henley  Regatta, _ We  have  a few 
vacancies.  Particulars  of  membership  can  be  had  at 
the  club  any  Friday  evening  between  8.30  and  10 
o’clock,  or  by  post. — S.  Burton,  hon.  sec. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street.— On  the  2cid  inst.,  the  following  showed 
some  nice  fish: — Mr.  Watling,  roach;  Mr.  Wallis, 
bream  and  roach ; Mr.  Holmes,^  carp ; Mr.  More, 
bream.  On  Wednesday,  the  5th  inst.,  our  eleventh 
annual  supper  took  place,  which,  I need  hardly  say,  was 
a great  success,  the  table  being  most  tastefully  deco- 
rated with  coloured  lamps  and  flowers  of  all  kinds, 
which  gives  great  credit  to  our  worthy  host  and  hostess 
for  their  catering.  I myself,  as  a member,  can  say  that 
it  was  one  of  the  most  successful  suppers  that  has  taken 
place  at  the  above  since  I have  been  a member.  Prizes 
were  offered  by  different  friends  amounting  to  about 
thirty  pounds.  I return  my  thanks  to  all  the  friends 
that  assisted  us  on  this  occasion. — W.  Watling,  sec. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.— There  was  a 
fair  attendance  of  members  at  last  week’s  meeting,  at 
which  two  new  members  were  nominated  and  one  elected. 
The  return  engagement  with  the  St.  Helen  s Association 
was  fixed  for  the  13bh,  subject  to  their  approval.  In  the 
evening  we  dine  with  them  at  St  Helen’s,  and  a good 
old  spread  there  will  of  a surety  be,  with  oceans  oi 
enthusiasm  and  other  refreshments,  for  they  are  un- 
doubtedly a hearty  lot  of  anglers.  We  fish  a Cheshire 
mere  to-morrow  (Gfch)  for  some  prizes,  but  we  are  praying 
and  hoping  for  a good,  old-fa-hioned  fall  of  rain,  to  give 
our  rivers  a rise  in  the  world,  for  we  are  all  anxious  to 
have  those  outings  to  Sir  W.  W.  Wynn’s_  preserved 
water  of  the  Cheshire  Dee,  so  generously  given  us  by 
the  popular  baronet,  the  King  in  Wales,  Our 
Knowsley  water  still  continues  to  yield  fair  sport,  and 
is  daily  visited  by  more  or  less  of  oup^  members, 
soine  of  whom  even  stay  all  night,  so  attractive  has  the 
place  become. — R.  Woolfall. 

Marylebone  Angling  Society,  Pine  Apple, 
Carlisle-street,  E ?gware-road- — On  July  2 the  following 
weighed-in:  Messrs.  Winsley,  jun.,  jack;  Winsley,  Slade, 
Melbourne,  Fisher,  Pearce,  with  roach  ; Penfold,  rudd. 
— J.  Melbourne,  sec. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Rulway  iavern. 
King  Henry’s  Wa'k,  K. — We  had  a good  attendance  on 
Tuesday,  and  made  one  new  member.  Several  were  out 
on  July  2,  but  met  with  poor  success.  Our  annual 
dinner  takes  place  on  Tuesday  next  at  8.30  ; any  anglers 
wishing  to  join  us  will  be  welcome. — McOomber,  sec. 

Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mitre  Tavern, 
Kingogate-street,  Holborn.  — Several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  the  2nd  inst.,  weighing-in  a fine  show  of 
roach  Messrs.  Simmons  and  Talbot  being  the  suceessrul 
competitors  for  prizes.  I hope  members  will  show  up 
in  force  on  the  10th  inst.,  to  arrange  for  our  outing 
and  other  business  of  importance. — A.  Toplis,  sec. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House 
Hollovvay-road,  N.— On  July  2 we  ha  la  very  fair  show  ot 
fish  on  the  trays  by  the  following  : Messrs.  H.  Stretch, 
bream,  tench,  perch  (heaviest  bream,  31b.  J 'y* 

Stretch,  bream;  Hayes,  roach  (heaviest  11b.  2^oz.); 
and  Driscoll,  roach.  The  next  return  visit  on  the  No.  1 
Eastern  District  Visiting  List  will  take  place  at  the 
above  ou  Monday,  July  24.— H.  Stretch,  hon.  see. 

Oak  Angling  Society,  Royal  Oak,  Roman-road, 
North  Bow.— Ou  the  2nd  inst.  the  following  had  fash ; 
Mr.  A.  Hearn  a nice  show  of  roach  ; Mr.  H.  Holden  also 
some  good  roaoh  ; Mr.  G.  Bond,  roach;  1. 
roach  ; and  J.  Payne,  roach.  I hope  members  will  meet 
in  force  on  July  9,  to  fish  at  Royden.  1'  e train  leaves 
Coborn-road  at  7.30  a.m. — J.  H.  Holden. 

Park  Angling  Society.— The  members  of  the 
above  were  out  ou  July  2 — Messrs.  Lambwt,  Koyle, 
Hawkins,  Lewis,  Thompson,  Roberts,  Payee,  Gibb  ; the 
takes  consisted  of  roach.  _ . . t.  . 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Rosemary-road,  Peckham.  On  the  2nd  inst., 
three  members  weighed-in,  viz. : Mr.  Steadman,  roach 
and  bream,  41b.  13oz.  ; Mr.  Gardham,  31b.  3ioz.  ; and 
Mr  Etherington,  roach,  lib.  7oz.  Mr.  Steadman  s 
largest  roach,  11b.  lOoz.  Will  members  kindly  come 
up,  as  there  have  been  very  poor  meetings  of  late. 
The  revised  rules  are  printed,  in  which  are  some  very 
important  alterations  to  be  adhered  to.  I hear  that  the 
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Eiver  Arun  was  to  bo  netted  this  week.  Cannot  our 
associations  take  the  matter  up,  and  ask  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk  to  put  a stop  to  this  very  distressing  circum- 
stance?— W.  E.  Gardham,  sec. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
x'oad,  N.W.— On  July  2 wo  had  another  fine  show  of  fish, 
Mr.  C.  Chapman  winning  first  prize  with  jack, 
121b.  l.'i.loz. ; Mr.  F.  Dove  second,  with  101b.  lloz.  roach; 
and  Mr.  Boxall  third,  with  101b.  lOoz.  jack  and  roach. 
Messrs.  Mares,  Carr,  Bouffler,  C.  Dove,  Brown,  and 
Warrington  all  had  good  takes,  chiefly  bream,  roach, 
chub,  and  dace.  The  best  fish  were  Mr.  Mares,  two 
roach,  lib.  4Joz,  and  11b.  3.joz.  ; Mr.  C.  Dove,  one 
roach,  11b.  3Joz.  ; Mr.  Bouffler,  one  roach,  11b.  2Joz. 
Mr.  Volck  had  several  jack.  Messrs.  Mares,  C.  Dove, 
Heelas,  and  Morgan  had  some  nice  roach  on  Monday 
from  9oz.  to  12oz.  each.  On  Tuesday  we  elected  Mr. 
Lambert  as  a working  member,  who  kindly  added 
lOs.  6d.  to  our  prize  list  for  the  first  lib.  roach  from  the 
Lea.  Mr.  Beyer  was  elected  as  a working  member,  and 
Mr.  John  Keillier  as  an  honorary  member.  Mr.  Mares 
had  a few  roach  on  Tuesday  from  Drayton. — H.  W. 
Morgan,  hon.  asst.  sec. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Eising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road. — Several  members  were 
out  on  July  2,  but  met  with  indifferent  success,  only  the 
three  following  weighiug-in  : Mr.  ,T.  Clarke,  bream  and 
roach;  Mr.  P.  Martin,  roach,  and  W.  Naylor,  perch, 
roach,  and  dace.  On  July  5,  Mr.  T.  Line  weighed-in 
two  nice  chub. — E.  Ptne,  secretary. 

Prince  Albert  Angling  Societyf  Gardners’  Arms, 
Lefevre-road,  Old  Ford,  E. — Members  please  note  that 
Thursday  next,  July  13,  will  be  quarterly  night.  We 
also  wish  to  arrange  for  prizes  for  the  season.  Hoping 
all  members  will  attend. — C.  Tote,  sec. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur,  Gol- 
borne-road.  North  Kensington. — Wednesday,  July  5, 
being  quarterly  night,  we  had  a very  large  meeting. 
Four  new  members  were  proposed,  and  will  be  ballotted 
for  next  week.  A discussion  took  place  in  reference  to 
our  rules,  which  will  be  finished  next  week.  On  July  2 
Mr  Coulthard  weighed-in  a nice  show  of  roach  from  the 
Welsh  Harp,  and  having  two  days  this  week  for  fishing, 
I hope  to  be  able  to  report  some  good  takes. — J.  Harris, 
■sec. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — There  were  some 
capital  trays  of  fish  in  the  room  on  July  2,  comprising 
roach,  tench,  bream,  dace,  and  rudd.  Monday  being 
our_  quarterly  night,  it  was  resolved  to  have  a club 
outing  for  prizes  to  be  fished  in  the  Langley  Canal, 
starting  from  Paddington  by  the  midnight  train  on  the 
14th,  and  to  start  fishing  at  3.30  on  the  15th.  Pegged 
down  match  and  two  rods  allowed. — -W.  B. 

Queen’s  Angling  Society,  Latimer  Arms,  Walmer- 
road,  W. — On  July  2 the  following  members  weighed-in  : 
Messrs.  Pratt,  Hoads,  Messenger,  jun..  Wrench,  Cook, 
Garrett,  Poore,  and  Morgan ; Messrs.  Pratt,  Hoads, 
and  Messenger,  jun.,  weighing-in  over  91b.  of  dace 
between  them. — C.  H.  Drake,  sec. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho,  W. — On  July  2 the  following 
weighed-in  : Mr.  Gibbons,  dace,  roach,  and  perch;  Mr. 
Webber,  roach;  Mr.  Harris,  jack  and  roach;  Mr. 
Hughes,  roach  ; Mr.  Holder,  roach,  gudgeon,  and  dace  ; 
Mr.  Eobinson,  roach  and  dace ; and  Mr.  Connorton 
chub.  On  Wednesday  last  a return  visit  on  the  Western 
List  was  held  at  above  address.  We  had  a very  jolly 
evening  indeed,  and  when  the  roll  was  called  twelve 
clubs  aswered.  Eepresentatives  of  the  Seymour  and 
Bloomsbury  Brothers  honoured  us  with  their  company. 
The  next  visit  goes  to  the  Sundial  Angling  Society  ; the 
date  will  be  announced  shortly.  I hope  some  of  our 
members  will  make  it  convenient  to  attend.  We  have  a 
lot  of  work  to  do  next  Wednesday,  members  will  oblige 
by  turning  up  in  full  force. — W.  E.  Shaw,  hon.  sec. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow,  E. — On  July  2,  the  following  mem- 
bers weighed-in  : Mr.  E.  Perry,  a nice  sample  of  roach  ; 
Mr.  Jones,  roach  ; A.  Barclay,  roach  and  bream ; J. 
Stanley,  roach ; J.  Yeo,  roach ; G.  Yeo,  roach ; M. 
Day,  roach  ; J.  Sollnow,  roach;  W.  Smith,  roach,  total 
40lh.  3oz.,  all  taken  from  the  Lea.  On  Tuesday  Mr. 
J.  Yeo  weighed-in  131b.  6oz.  of  good  class  roach, 
heaviest  roach  weighing  lib.  8ioz.,  which  has  been  sent 
for  preservation.  Mr.  W.  Smith  had  also  over  61b.  of 
roach  on  the  same  day.  I wish  to  remind  anglers  who 
reside  in  the  neighbourhood  and  do  not  belong  to  any 
angling  society,  that  we  are  still  open  for  a few  good 
working  members.  We  made  one  member  on  Tuesday 
last,  and  another  was  proposed. — A.  Barclay,  sec. 

St.  George’s  Angling  Society,  St.  George’s-road, 
Peckham. — Our  members  were  out  in  good  force  on 
July  2,  and  some  good  fish  were  taken.  Mr.  Lang, 
131h.  lOoz.  bream,  jack,  roach  (largest  bream  going 
41b.  5oz.,  which  was  sent  to  Mr.  Miller  to  be  put  up) ; 
Mr.  Eegardsoe,  51b.  6oz.  bream  and  roach  ; Mr.  Morrell, 
31b.  9oz.  bream.  We  fish  for  a series  of  prizes  on  July  9 
at  Byfleet.  We  have  room  for  a few  working  members. 
Subscription  2d.  per  week  ; entrance  Is. — Pro  Tem. 

St.  Thomas’s  Angling  Society,  Wakeman’s  Arms, 
Paris-street,  Lambeth,  S.E. — Messrs.  Beans  and  Stone 
weighed-in  on  the  2nd  inst.  a nice  catch  of  bream,  roach, 
and  dace.  Other  members  had  fish,  but  did  not  bring 
them  to  the  club.  Wednesday  being  quarterly  night, 
all  prizes  due  were  paid  out,  and  it  was  proposed  and 
carried  that  a further  amoun't  should  be  withdrawn  for 
prizes,  day  and  place  to  be  arranged  next  Wednesday. 
— Secretary. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth. — We  had  a good  muster  on 
Wednesday,  and  got  through  a deal  of  business  for  the 
good  of  the  club.  The  three  gentlemen  proposed  last 


meeting  night  were  duly  elected  members,  and  another 
gentleman  elected  as  an  honorary  member.  Several 
members  paid  a visit  to  Amborley  on  the  2nd  inst.,  and 
took  a few  very  good  fish.  They  intend  going  down  again 
next  week,  when  I trust  to  see  the  trays  well  filled. — J. 
Wright,  sec. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Nevill  Arms,  Nevill- 
road.  Stoke  Newington,  N. — Our  roving  competition  on 
July  2 was  a great  success,  Mr.  Guyver  being  first  with 
23lh.  7oz.  of  perch,  rudd,  and  tench  (largest  31b.  7oz.)  ; 
Mr.  Hunt,  81b.  ISJoz.  (a  fine  sea-trout  of  41b.  8oz.  and  a 
bream  of  31b.  14ioz.).  The  following  also  weighed-in  : 
Mr.  C.  'Pilbury,  perch,  [rudd,  and  dace,  71b.  Ofoz. ; E. 
Hopper,  roach,  61b.  lloz.,  two  going  11b.  loz.  each  ; Mr. 
Sully,  dace,  roach,  and  perch,  61b.  3Joz. ; Mr.  J.  Edward, 
roach,  51b.  15oz.  ; Mr.  H.  Frost,  roach,  51b.  8oz.  ; Mr. 
Laming  brought  in  a fine  tray  of  roach  jnot  for  com- 
petition), 111b.  8oz.  ; total  weight  being  751b.  13|oz. 
This  bids  fair  for  a good  season,  our  new  members 
showing  up  well.  Do  not  forget  the  attendance  prize. 
We  shall  be  pleased  to  have  one  or  two  members 
nominated,  as  we  have  a few  vacancies. — J.  Laming, 
sec. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane. — On  July  2 most  of  our  members  were  out. 
Amongst  those  who  weighed-in  were  the  following  : — 
Mr.  Gill,  a specimen  roach  Hb.  44-oz. ; Mr.  Curtis, 
bream  and  roach  ; Mr.  Smales,  bream ; and  Mr.  Clark, 
one  jack,  4|lb.  On  Tuesday  several  were  out,  but  none 
woighed-in.  It  is  a good  job  we  have  removed  the 
limit  as  to  strength  of  the  club,  for  we  are  electing 
fresh  members  every  week. — Pelican. 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  235,  Camberwell-road.— On  July  2 Messrs. 
Dartnall,  Boorman,  and  Cotterell  had  bream,  roach, 
and  barhel  (Mr.  Cotterell’s  largest  barbel  51b.  loz., 
and  Mr.  Dartnall’s  largest  bream  2Jlb.).  AVe  elected 
one  new  member  at  our  meeting  on  Wednesday  last. — 
J.  J.  F.,  sec. 

South  London  United  Visiting  List. — The 

clubs  on  this  list  will  fish  their  first  friendly  competition 
of  the  season  at  Amberley  on  the  23rd  for  a aeries  of 
money  prizes,  all  prizes  paid  at  conclusion  of  match. 
Conditions,  roving  between  Houghton  and  Timberley 
Bridges,  towpath  only,  tickets  for  which  have  been  sent 
to  every  society  on  the  list.  Secretaries  not  receiving 
same  or  having  sold  them  and  require  more  will  oblige 
by  communicating  with  the  hon.  sec. — A.  Conn,  12, 
Trothy-road,  Bermondsey. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Eoddeswell- 
road.  Stepney.  — On  the  2nd  inst.  the  following 
weighed-in  : Mr.  Morrish,  bream  ; Nash,  hream  ; Cham- 
berlin, bi-eam  ; Willshire,  dace  ; Woodford,  roach  ; 
French,  roach ; F.  Jewson,  jun.,  roach;  and  Euston, 
roach.  We  made  another  new  member  last  week,  and 
have  room  for  more. — G.  Marran,  sec. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford.— Several  members  of 
the  above  fished  for  twenty-two  prizes  on  July  2 at 
Wateringbury,  but  only  eight  prizes  were  taken,  as 
follows  : Mr.  W.  Windred,  first,  1 guinea,  given  by  Host 
W.  Wood ; J.  Steer,  second,  1 guinea,  given  by  W. 
Windred  ; H.  Fordham,  third,  1 guinea,  given  by  Mr.  G. 
Weaver  ; B.  Champion,  fourth,  1 guinea,  given  by  Mr. 
Shrubshole ; H.  Tyler,  fifth,  1 guinea,  given  by  Mr. 
Brown;  A.  Smith,  sixth,  a cruet,  given  by  Inspector 
Apps ; J.  Payne,  seventh,  half-guinea,  given  by  F. 
Morse;  C.  Wilderspin,  eighth,  Nottingham  rod,  by  J. 
Payne.  Much  praise  is  due  to  Mr.  G.  Bull  for  the  way 
in  which  our  annual  cold  spread  was  carried  out.  The 
rest  of  the  given  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  July  16. — ■ 
H.  Tyler,  hon.  sec. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxhall  Cross. — On  the  2nd  the  following  had  fish  ; — 
Mr.  Dawson,  bream  and  roach  ; Phillips,  roach,  perch, 
and  dace  ; Betts,  roach  and  dace.  Several  others  had 
fish,  but  did  not  show  up.  I have  the  tickets  on  hand 
for  the  Amberley  match,  should  any  of  you  require 
them.  I must  ask  members  to  show  up  on  Tuesday  next 
to  make  arrangements  for  our  next  match.  Mr.  Denyer 
weighed  a fine  show  of  dace  on  the  1st. — H.  C. 

Waltham  Brothers,  King’s  Arms,  Waltham  Abbey. 
— Our  yearly  meeting  was  held  on  the  30th  ult.,  when 
Mr.  E.  Simmons  was  appointed  president ; Mr.  H. 
Avis,  treasurer  ; Messrs.  E.  Simmons  and  A.  Gaywood, 
delegates;  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Beach,  secretary.  Messrs.  J. 
Lapwood,  A.  Gaywood,  C.  Saville,  F.  Chapman,  weighed 
in  roach  to  the  extent  of  41b.  7Joz.  One  or  two  old 
members  were  reinstated,  and  business  concluded  with 
harmony.— A.  G.  Beach. 

Waltoniaii  Angling  Society,  The  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  Albany-street,  Eegent’s-park.  — On  June  25, 
the  following  members  weighed  in  fish  : — Messrs.  W. 
Dodge  and  Good.  On  July  2,  Mr.  Miller  had  a good 
show  of  carp,  171b.  12oz ; Mr.  W.  Dodge,  roach, 
21b.  13oz.  ; and  Mr.  Fisher,  roach,  31b.  (one  fish, 
11b.  2Joz.). — J.  Packman. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 

Paul’s  Tavern,  Walworth,  S.E. — On  July  2 Mr.  Kibble 
weighed-in  Gib.  9Joz.  roach ; Mr.  Walters,  51b.  5oz. 
roach.  On  Tuesday  last  we  had  a convivial  supper, 
when  a deputation  of  the  Pixie  Brothers  joined  us  as 
our  guests.  A very  pleasant  evening  was  spent,  and 
the  catering  was  excellent.  After  supper  the  evening 
was  devoted  to  harmony,  contributed  by  the  following 
gentlemen  : Messrs.  H.  Bayley  (chairman),  Mitchell, 
nibble,  Tidmarsh,  Feecham,T.  W.  Venner,  Ho.st  Liver- 
more, Pyne,  Lines,  Lawrance,  E.  Lees,  and  others. — 
C.  Hibble,  sec. 

Western  Piscatorials,  Marquis  of  Granby,  Castle 
street  East,  Oxford-street,  W. — The  first  meeting  in  our 
new  house  on  Wednesday  last  was  a gi'and  success. 
Everybody  was  delighted  with  our  comfortable  club 
room,  and  we  inaugurated  the  opening  by  enrolling  two 


new  members.  The  balance-sheet  for  last  quarter  was 
read,  showing  us  to  bo  in  a sound  financial  position.  A 
special  meeting  was  appointed  for  next  Wednesday  to 
consider  and  arrange  society  prizes  for  the  new  season, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  all  members  will  make  an  effort  to 
attend.— D.  W.  Evans,  sec. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The 
Coach  and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — On  .July  2 
the  following  members  weighed-in  : — Messrs  C.  Maxted, 
71b.  4oz.  roach  ; Pasmore,  41b.  IJoz.  roach  ; (J.  Hobbs, 
31b.  2Joz.  bream  ; Kenny,  21b.  5Joz.  roach;  O.  Lloyd, 
21b.  3oz.  roach  ; Wilmott,  11b.  7Joz.  roach.  Messrs.  K. 
Lowther  and  Sutherland  also  weighed-in  roach. — E. 
Lowther,  sec. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle, 
Prancis-stroet,  Westminster. — Our  members  competed 
for  four  prizes  at  Edenbridge  on  July  2.  Mr.  Pope 
took  the  first  prize  with  some  good  roach,  Mr.  Wheeler 
second  prize  with  roach,  Mr.  Huggins  third  prize  with 
roach,  and  Mr.  Mandry  fourth  prize,  also  with  roach. 
Messrs.  Atchison  and  Parsons  weighed-in.  At  the 
meeting  of  Tuesday  last  it  was  decided  to  call  a special 
meeting  for  Tuesday  next,  when  it  is  hoped  all  members 
will  attend.  Mr.  Wragg  will  give  a prize  for  the  first 
IJlb.  roach  weighed-in.  Gentlemen  wishing  to  join  an 
angling  society  cannot  do  better  than  apply  to  the 
secretary. — Geo.  Barrett. 


STOUE  FISHING  EIGHTS. 

The  village  of  Stratford  St.  Mary  is  nothing  if  not 
piscatorial ; the  very  boys  are  adepts  with  the  rod  and 
line,  and  much  of  the  trade  of  the  village  is  dependent 
on  the  “ gentle  art  ” of  angling.  The  equanimity  of  the 
villagers,  however,  has  been  somewhat  disturbed  by  the 
prospect  of  a possible  loss  of  business,  owing  to  a claim 
by  the  lord  of  the  manor  and  his  agent  to  the  exclusive 
rights  of  the  fishing  between  Stratford  Bridge  to  Lang- 
ham  Mill.  The  matter  is  being  taken  up  by  most  of  the 
London  angling  clubs,  more  especially  the  phase  of  it 
which  pertains  to  fighting  the  interim  injunction  against 
an  angler,  Donald  Flint. 

A public  meeting  in  reference  to  the  general  question 
was  held  on  Saturday  last  in  a field  at  the  rear  of  the 
Swan  Inn,  Stratford,  which  was  attended  by  a number 
of  villagers  and  members  of  London  angling  clubs.  Mr. 
Manning  was  voted  to  the  chair,  and  called  upon  Mr. 
Crumplen  to  address  the  meeting  who  said  that  the 
nature  of  the  dispute  was  that  tor  very  many  years  the 
villagers,  the  Londoners — in  fact  the  public  generally — ■ 
had  had  the  privilege  of  fishing  the  waters  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood without  let  or  hindrance.  One  of  the  London 
anglers  some  months  ago  was  fishing  on  some  land,  the 
landlord  having  given  him  permission.  He  was  spoken 
to,  and  ultimately  served  with  a writ,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  prevent  him  and  everyone  else  from  fishing 
that  particular  river.  Unfortunately  that  angler, 
Donald  Flint,  did  not  appear — not  understanding  the 
case  sufficiently.  The  result  was  that  an  interim 
injunction  was  aiiplied  for  debarring  him  from  fishing  in 
future  for  all  time  in  this  particular  water.  It  was  one 
of  the  most  extraordinary  cases  that  ever  happened. 
The  law  so  far  as  hitherto  declared  set  forth  that  the 
landowners  on  either  side  of  the  river  had  the  right  of 
fishing  from  their  land  as  far  as  the  centre  of  the  river. 
Lord  Ashburton  and  Mr.  Nocton  claimed  to  override  the 
rights  of  landowners,  to  debar  them  from  fishing  from 
the  towing  path  or  from  the  banks  of  the  river,  and 
said  “ You  must  not  put  a line  into  the  water  nor  take  a 
fish  out.”  It  was  really  a question  of  law  that  had  been 
settled  over  asd  over  again,  and  always  to  the  effect 
that  the  landowners  had  the  fishing  rights  adjoining 
their  land.  There  had  been  an  exception  on  the  Thames, 
and  one  or  two  other  exceptions  in  which  something 
contrary  had  been  ruled,  but  in  those  cases  there  had 
been  ancient  charters  dating  back  some  of  them  to  the 
time  of  Henry  II.,  and  the  parties  who  had  succeeded  in 
debarring  show  that  the  right  of  fishery  had  belonged  to 
them  exclusively  under  the  charter  and  that  they  had 
claimed  their  rights  from  time  to  time.  Prom  the 
information  he  had  gathered.  Lord  Ashburton  and  Mr. 
Nocton  had  certainly  not  shown  that  they  had  a 
continuous  claim  to  the  fishery.  People  had  fished 
there  from  all  times,  not  far  short  of  a century,  and 
probably  very  much  longer.  There  were  certainly  cases 
where,  going  back  from  father  to  son,  it  was  distinctly 
shown  that  the  ordinary  angler,  who  conducted  himself 
properly  by  the  river  bank,  had  not  been  interfered  with. 
What  tbey  wanted  to  known  was  by  what  right  or  reason 
Lord  Ashburton  and  Mr.  Nocton  endeavoured  to  prevent 
the  angler  from  fishing  in  tho.se  waters.  That  was  the 
question  in  dispute.  They  must  bear  in  mind  that  the 
people  who  were  largely  interested  in  the  question  were 
the  landowners.  The  case  was  such  an  extraordinary 
and  exceptional  one  that  they  intended  to  endeavour  to 
contest  it.  Donald  Flint,  owing  to  the  unfortunate 
ignorance  of  the  circumstances  in  which  he  seemed  to 
have  been  placed,  omitted  to  comply  with  the  necessary 
forms  of  law.  The  question  was  of  great  public  interest, 
and  not  only  concerned  Stratford  but  every  river  in  the 
kingdom.  If  the  principle  was  once  set  up,  and  if  it  was 
shown  that  Lord  Ashburton  could  enforce  the  right  he 
claimed,  other  persons  in  the  neighbourhood  would  make 
similar  claims,  and  the  result  would  be  there  would  be 
no  fishing  for  miles  around.  If  that  claim  was  once 
established  in  that  district  similar  claims  would  be 
established  in  other  districts.  It  was  their  duty  to  bow 
to  Lord  Ashburton’s  claim  if  it  was  a just  one,  but  at 
the  same  time  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  get  the  law 
amended.  It  was  exceedingly  hard,  after  the  rivers  had 
been  put  into  proper  order,  after  clubs  had  been  formed 
for  those  who  pursued  that  recreation  in  a true  and 
portsmanlike  way,  to  find  that  someone  stepped  in  and 
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took  advantage  of  generations  of  wotk._  He  asked  them 
to  do  their  utmost  in  the  locality  to  resist  the  claim,  and 
he  reminded  them  that  nothing  could  be  done  without 
funds.  They  had  succeeded,  he  said,  in  getting  able 
counsel  to  take  the  case  in  hand,  and  his  opinion  was 
that  either  Lord  Ashburton  had  a very  strong  case,  or 
he  had  no  case  at  all.  He  wished  to  see  the  matter 
thrashed  out  thoroughly  between  the  anglers.  Lord  Ash 
burton,  and  the  landowners.  They  (alluding  to  the 
Anglers’  Association),  took  the  case  up  solely  on 
principle,  because  they  felt  if  that  fishery  question  was 
decided  in  favour  of  Lord  Ashburton,  the  result  would 
be  the  closing  of  many  other  waters  in  the  country.  Mr. 
Crumplen  mentioned  that  there  were  present  that  even- 
ing representatives  of  the  Central  Association  and  the 
Anglers’  Association,  practically  the  whole  of  the  London 
anglers,  numbering  thousands  of  members,  the  bulk  of 
whom  were  not  rich  men,  but  came  there  to  have 
their  day’s  sport,  without  troubling  anyone.  He  read 
letters  from  Dr.  F.  W.  Spurgin,  Rev.  Gerald  Druce,  of 
Najland,  and  Mr.  Ribald,  one  of  the  water  bailiffs,  who 
agreed  with  the  course  being  taken,  and  desired  to  co- 
operate with  the  members.  Mr.  Crumplen  then  read  a 
copy  of  notices  that  had  been  posted  by  Lord  Ashburton, 
stating  what  had  been  done  by  Mr.  Justice  North,  on 
April  11,  prohibiting  fishing  in  the  river  from  either 
bank,  and  also  stating  that  trespassers  would  be  prose- 
cuted. The  injunction  obtained  against  Donald  Flint 
prohibited  fishing,  he  stated,  from  Stratford  Bridge  to 
Boxford. 

Mr.  Crumplen  moved,  and  Mr.  Gates,  of  Colchester, 
seconded,  the  following  resolution,  which  was  carried 
unanimously  : — “ That  the  meeting  protested  against 
the  claim  of  Lord  Ashburton  and  Mr.  Nocton  to  the  ex- 
clusive right  cf  fishery  in  the  River  Stour  between  SHat- 
ford  St.  Mary  and  Boxford,  believing  such  claim  to  be 
destructive  of  the  rights  of  landowners  and  villagers 
freely  exercised  from  time  immemorial,  and  decidedly 
injurious  to  the  general  interests  of  the  locality.” 

Mr.  Bolton,  of  Colchester,  thought  it  would  be 
desirable  to  communicate  the  facts  of  the  case  to  the 
member  for  the  Division,  with  a view  to  bringing  the 
subject  before  Parliament— an  opinion  in  which  every- 
one concurred. 

A local  committee  was  then  formed,  with  power  to  add 
to  the  number,  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating  with  the 
London  anglers  and  assisting  them  by  collecting  funds 
in  defence  of  Donald  Flint. 

Mr.  A.  T.  Cobbold,  of  Ipswich,  one  of  the  conservators 
of  the  river,  informed  the  meeting  that  he  knew  of 
several  gentlemen  in  the  neighbourhood  who  were 
willing  to  support  the  public  rights.  He  admired  the 
tone  of  Mr.  Crumplen’s  address,  and  very  heartily 
endorsed  all  that  had  been  said. 

A collection  was  then  made  in  support  of  the  funds, 
the  meeting  closing  with  the  customary  votes  of  thanks. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

River  Reporters  who  want  forms  ami  envelopes 
should  send  a post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Runstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Add 


'30  min.  for  Chelsea. 
(40  ,,  ,,  Putney. 

1 45  ,,  ,,  Hammer- 

I smith. 

'50  ,,  ,,  Barnes. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below. 

min.  for  Kew. 
w5  ,,  ,,  Richmond. 

Add  No  ,,  ,,  Twicken- 

I ham. 

,,  ,,  Teddington 

Ex,\mple  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  July  8 8.  9 8.39 

Sunday,  ,,  9 9.10  .n’to 

Monday,  ,,  10  10.17  10.63 

Tuesday,  ,,  11  11.28  — 

Wednesday,  ,,  12  0.  3 0.34 

Thursday,  ,,  13  1.  4 1-34 

Friday,  „ 14  2.  3 2.*^8 

High  Water  at  Amberlet  and  Pulborough. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  July  8 8.49  A 

Sunday,  ,,  9 9.50  

Monday,  .,  10  10.57  

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley. 

Pulborough  will  be  two  hours  forty  minutes  later. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a list  of  piscatorial  patents,  which  is 
supplied  to  ns  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
Registered  Patent  Agents,  and  Attorneys  for  British, 
Colonial,  and  Foreign  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade 
Marks,  76,  Chancery-lane,  Holborn,  W.C.  All  inquiries 
answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers  : 
Applications. 

11,760.  Walter  James  Wood,  of  200,  Hainton-street, 
Great  Grimsby,  for  an  improved  trawl  gang- 
way frame  for  steam  fishing  vessels. 


The  Future  Government  op  the  Thames. — This 
imnortant  question  was  discussed  on  Saturday  at  a 
specially  convened  meeting  of  the  Reading  and  District 
Angling  Association,  held  at  the  Great  Western  Hotel, 
Mr.  W.  Bonny  in  the  chair.  The  following  resolution, 
proposed  by  Mr.  Arthur  C.  Butler,  and  seconded  by 
Mr.  W.  W.  Ridley,  was  unanimously  carried  : — “ The 
Committee  of  the  Reading  and  District  Angling  Associa- 
tion express  their  hearty  approval  of  the  action  taken 
by  H.  W.  Lawson,  Esq.,  M.P.,  in  the  matter  of  moving 
the  House  of  Commons  for  the  appointment  of  a Royal 
Commission  to  inquire  and  report  as  to  the  constitution 
of  the  present  Board  of  Thames  Conservancy  and  the 
future  government  of  the  Thames.  The  committee  feel 
the  great  importance  of  a radical  reform  in  the  consti- 
tution of  the  governing  body  of  the  river,  and  are  pre- 
pared to  render  every  assistance  in  their  power  by 
affording  information,  and  if  necessary  giving  evidence 
before  such  Royal  Commission.  That  copies  of  this 
resolution  be  sent  to  the  Members  of  Parliament  for  the 
Divisions  of  Beiksbire  and  the  Member  for  Reading, 
with  a request  that  they  support  Mr.  Lawson’s  motion.” 

Important  to  those  who  wish  to  become  Expert  Anolers. 
— At  the  request  of  a number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  James 
Kerss,  Sprouston-on-Tweed,  winner  of  the  International  Fly- 
casting at  Tviickenham,  1890,  and  at  Edinburgh,  1892,  has 
decided  to  again  give  a course  of  lessons  in  the  art  of  salmon  and 
trout  fly  casting,  also  bait  casting,  at  Messrs.  Warner's  Welsh 
Harp  Fishery,  Hendon.  J.  K.  will  be  at  the  Welsh  Harp  for  this 
purpose  on  Thursday,  June  1,  1893;  and  as  the  course  will  only 
last  for  a limited  period,  it  is  important  that  those  who  wish  to 
take  lessons  should  make  early  application.  Terms:  Salmon  fly 
and  bait  casting,  £2  for  four  lessons;  trout  fly  casting,  £1  for  four 
lessons.  Kods  and  tackle  will  be  provided. — Bellevue  Cottage, 
Sprouston,  Kelso,  N.B. 

If  you  are  Interested  In  Books 

Bend  2s.  6d.  in  stamps  for  a copy  post  free  every  week  for 
3 months  of  “ The  Publishers’  Circular  and  Booksellers, 
Becord,”  St.  Dimstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

Lower  Thames. — General  Remarks.— The  re- 
Iiorts,  which  are  coming  in  by  almost  every  post,  are 
strongly  indicative  of  the  present  season  being  an 
unusually  successful  one,  and  any  doubt  as  to  the 
capacity  and  resources  of  the  river  must  he  entirely 
dispersed.  The  fish  of  all  kinds  are  plentiful  and  in 
excellent  condition,  and  if  some  of  the  reports  were  not 
well  authenticated  I should,  with  others,  doubt  their 
accuracy.  Jack  are  reported  to  be  plentiful ; the  bream 
are  being  taken,  especially  at  Kingston,  in  very  large 
quantities  ; chub  are  most  prolific,  and  barbel  are  giving 
excellent  sport,  and  not  only  as  regards  numbers,  but  are 
remarkable  for  their  size,  and  those  fish  of  7lb.  and  81b. 
each  have  been  considered  worth  preserving.  I am 
very  sorry  to  find,  in  the  face  of  the  New  Fishery  Bye- 
laws, there  are  those  unsportsmanlike  individuals  who 
are  waging  war  against  the  small  jack  in  the  condemned 
practice  of  trailing.  As  William  Milbourne  justly 
remarks,  it  is  an  attempt  to  ruin  jack  fishing  in 
the  river.  I wonder  those  who  practise  are  not 
ashamed  at  being  seen  carryfng  fti  cm,  as  they  cannot  be 
actuated  by  any  good  motive.  Anglers  and  angling 
clubs  have  raised  their  voices  against  it,  and  if  there  is 
any  bye-law  more  than  another  that  enjoys  popularity 
it  is  the  one  which  runs  as  follows  ; ” No  person  shall 
allow  any  rod  and  line,  or  line  to  which  any  bait  or 
hook,  natural  or  artificial,  is  attached  to  be  drawn  or 
trailed  from  any  vessel  on  the  River  Thames.”  The 
committee  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society 
have  issued  an  appeal  hoping  “the  fishermen  will  assist 
in  cautioning  all  anglers  against  trailing  on  the  River 
Thames.”  I am  about  to  pay  a visit  to  Bloaterland,  and 
to  make  ray  headquarters  for  a few  days  at  the 
Metropolitan  Boarding  House,  Great  Yarmouth,  which, 
at  its  inexpensive  rate  of  5s.  per  day,  and  the  excellency 
of  the  food,  I found  on  two  visits  last  year  so  full  of 
homely  comfort  and  pleasure.  Mr.  Frank  Hill,  one  of 
the  proprietors,  is  an  enthusiastic  angler. — B. 

Upper  Thames. — Rain  has  again  fallen  heavily  in 
the  Thames  Valley,  and  has  done  an  immensity  of  good 
to  the  river,  angling,  and  the  agricultural  interests. 
Chub  and  dace  have  been  afi'ording  great  sport  to  those 
anglers  who  know  how  to  throw  a fly,  but  bottom  fishing 
has  suffered  considerably  in  results  from  Staines  to 
Goring  in  consequence  of  the  hubbub  and  turmoil,  even 
in  hitherto  comparatively  quiet  waters,  caused  by  the 
traffic  to  and  from  the  world’s  regatta,  Henley.  The 
weather  to-day  (Thursday)  is  delightful  in  the  extreme 
— indeed  fitting  and  Royal  wedding  weather — with  a 
cool  and  refreshing  breeze  from  the  south-east. 
Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Chert  sey). — John  Poulter,  one  day,  with 
Mr.  C.  Wastell,  20lb.  of  roach  and  dace,  and  another 
day,  two  chub  and  six  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; John 
Hackett,  one  day,  thirteen  chub  and  121b.  of  roach 
and  dace,  which  were  all  returned  to  the  river.  The 
bank  anglers  here  doing  well  with  some  good  roach  and 
perch. 

Thames  (Hampton  Court).  — John  Smith,  one 
day,  with  Mr.  Daws,  twenty  barbel ; another  day,  with 
Messrs.  Lill  and  King,  twenty-four  barbel,  the  largest 
71b.  ; and  another  day,  with  Mr.  Styles,  fifteen  barbel. 
Other  days  roach  fishing  about  five  dozen  each  day, 
and  two  or  three  barbel.  One  of  the  anglers  at  the  weir 
has  taken  four  chub. 

Thames  (Kingston). — N.  Bolton,  thirty-one 
barbel,  seven  jack,  two  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  the 


largest  roach  Hlb. ; and  o i two  evenings  with  {Mr. 
Hayward  twenty  barbel.  John  Johnson,  during  the 
week,  twenty-nine  barbel,  the  largest  71b.  ; three  3^ck, 
five  bream,  and  three  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  John 
Knight  thirteen  jack,  thirty  bream,  twelve  barbel,  and 
seventeen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; three  of  the  roach 
were  very  fine.  J.  Wilkes  has  done  well  amongst  the 
bream,  barbel,  and  roach  and  dace.  B.  Wright,  with 
three  anglers,  seventeen  barbel,  forty-five  bream,  and 
ten  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  during  the  week.  G. 
Chamberlain,  of  Hampton  Wick,  took  three  barbel,  the 
largest  8ilb.,  which  has  been  sent  to  Mr.  Richardson- 

for  preservation.  , v ^ n-  j -ru 

Thames  (Penton  Hook).— F.  Collier,  one  day  with 
Mr.  Johnson  and  friend,  five  barbel  and  three  chub: 
another  day  with  Mr.  Levy  and  friend,  three  barbel  and 
three  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  another  day  with 
Mr.  Batten  and  Mr.  Windell,  ten  barbel,  four  chub,  and 

one  small  bream.  tt  u a 

Thames  (Richmond).— Henry  Mansell  and  Job 
Brain  have  been  doing  very  well  amongst  the  barbel, 
and  E Howard,  jun.,  in  two  days  has  taken  six  dopn 
of  roach  and  dace.  The  bank  anglers  have  been  getting 

very  fair  sport.  ^ , „ . , 

Thames  (Staines).— John  Keene,  jun.,  one  day  with 
Mr  Belsham,  nine  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  two  barbel 
and  one  jack  ; another  day  with  Mr.  Wilson  and  friend, 
201b.  of  roach  and  barbel ; another  day  with  Mr.  New- 
bury, 501b.  of  barbel ; another  day  with  Mr.  Mop,  451b. 
of  barbel  and  bream  ; another  day  with  Mr.  WoodviH, 
six  dozen  of  roach,  one  barbel,  and  one  brace  ot  pok  ; 
and  another  day  with  Mr.  Back,  five  dozm  of  roach  and 
dace,  two  barbel,  one  bream,  and  one  jack. 

Thames  (Sunbury).— Mr.  E.  Clarke,  in  three  days, 
ten  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and  two  barbel.  Messp. 

T and  A Stroud  report  they  have  taken  during  the 
week  sixty  barbel,  thirty  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  spen 
bream,  and  five  jack;  and  Mr  W Bolt,  with  John 
Stroud,  twenty-eight  barbel  and  five  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace.  The  bank  anglers  have  done  well  in  roach,  dace, 

and  bream,  and  a few  barbel.  , t • • n 

Thames  (Teddington).— Joseph  Baldwin,  in  three 
days  four  chub,  three  barbel,  and  three  dozen  of  roach 
and  dace.  W.  McBride,  in  one  day,  five  barbel  and  a 
perch  of  lib.,  and  A.  Baldwin,  in  two  days,  Meven  barbel. 

Thames  (Twickenham).— S.  Cole,  in  two  days 
three  barbel,  the  largest  61b.,  and  five  dozen  roach  and 
dace  George  Coxen,  in  two  days,  seventeen  dozen  ot 
roach  and  dace,  and  two  barbel.  Pert  Hammerton 
thirty  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and  four  jack,  the 
largest  71b.  R.  Moffat,  three  lack,  the  largest  5ilb.,  and 
five  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  J ohn  Spong,  m three  days, 
seven  jack,  two  barbel,  and  four  dozen  of  roiph  and  dace 
Thames  (Weybridge).-Mr.  Leaf,  fishing  with 
Herbert  Carr,  has  taken  a small  trout  of  about  31b.  Mr. 

C H Wheeley  sends  me  word  he  has  been  getting  a lot  ot 
good  chub  ; he  says  they  are  in  good  condition,  and  he 
got  fifteen  one  evening.  , . , • 

Windsor  District.— The  river  here  is  still  ex- 
tremely low  and  slow  flowing;  in  fact  I do  not 
remember  seeing  the  weir  stream  in  wope  condition. 
Notwithstanding  the  smallness  and  brightness  ot  the 
water,  fair  sport  is  had.  Mr.  G.  Westrnp,  pf  London, 
whilst  dace-fishing  with  James  Grey,  has  taken  another 

handsome  barbel.  It  weighed  81b.  5oz.,  or  lOoz.  heavier 
than  the  one  he  took  recently  under  same  circumstences. 
In  addition  he  had  about  101b.  of  dace  chub,  &c.  A 
great  many  chub  have  been  taken,  toough  none  of  extra- 
ordinary size  ; Lord  Inverurie,  a student  at  Ltop  had 
the  besL  a fish  of  21b.,  also  another  of  IJlb  Mr.  Prior, 
another  student,  had  a brace  of  barbel  going  61b. 
Several  jack  have  been  taken,  spinning  with  aidificml 
baits,  but  small,  3ilb.  being  the  largest,  caught  by  Mr 
Orchard,  jun  , of  Windsor.  A nice  little  trout  ot 
31b  44oz.  was  also  taken  on  an  artificial,  by  Mr.  H. 
Mattingley,  of  Windsor.  Quantities  of  chub  and  barbel 
may  be  seen  in  the  Windsor  weir  stream  now,  out  are 
hard  to  catch  after  the  first  fish.  It  has  been  suggested 
that  chub  might  be  stalked  beautifully  by  means  of  a 
piir  of  Capt.  Boyton’s  water  boots.  Is  he  an  angler— 
who  knows? — B.  R.  B. 

Ancholme  District.— Considering  .the  very  hot 
weather,  sport  has  been  better  than  one  cmM  expect. 
0.ie  of  the  best  catches  was  made  by  Mr.  J.  K.  James, 
of  Sheffield,  who  had  101b.  of  roach  and  op  nip  brpm. 
On  the  first  Mr.  W.  Lumby,  of  Sheffield,  had  151b.  of 
roach,  the  largest  being  about  lib.  Messrs.  Lispr  and 
Brookfield,  of  Attercliffe,  had  171b.  of  roph  and  dace, 
the  latter  being  a very  fine  sample.  The  best  baits  pe 
gentles  and  paste.  The  trout  brooks  are  p low  tpt 
little  fishing  therein  is  now  dpe.  The  Slei,  wffich 
contains  some  of  the  finest  trout  in  the  pnnty,  has  pen 
recently  poisoned  through  the  flushing  of^  pnitary 
drains.  Beautiful  fish,  running  well  up  to  .Ab.,  were 
killed  ; 4000  stock  fish  from  a drain,  mainly  rpch,  were 
transferred  to  Ancholme  recently.— Thomas  Ford. 

Cornish  Streams.— The  eastern  part  of  the  county 
was  visited  by  severe  thunderstorms  p Tuesday,  and 
all  the  rivers  rose  to  some  extent.  Hundrep  of  pal 
are  in  the  deep  pools  of  the  Camel,  and  evening  fisher- 
men have  made  capital  baskets.  The  fish  which  were; 
caught  were,  however,  not  so  large  as  they  usually  me- 
at this  time  of  the  year.  At  Half-way  House,  on  th& 
Fowey,  two  rods  got  twenty-eight  peal  betpen  them  ; 
but  between  there  and  Lostwithiel  very  little  has  been 
done.  Trout  fishermen  have  been  out  on  the  mprlpd 
streams,  and  have  had  very  good  sport  indeed. 

Bodmin.  . , 

Dee  (Corwen).— The  river  is  getting  low  as  ever, 
but  the  fresh  water  of  last  week  livened  the  fish  up,  md 
some  good  baskets  have  been  made  in  the  penip.  Dr.. 
Roberts  had  some  very  fine  grayling  on  Tuesday,  two 
over  lilb.  each,  with  the  Stone  fly.  Some  fine  eels. 
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FISHING  ROD,  HOOK,  & TACKLE  MANUFACTURERS, 

STANDARD  WORKS,  REDDITCH.  London  Office:  60,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  E.C. 

FIFTEEN  HIGHEST  AWAEDS  AT  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITIONS. 

SOLE  WHOLESALE  AGENTS  FOR  THE  “ MOSCROP  REEL.”  (PATENT.) 


S.Allcock  & Patent 


Ring-mounted  \yyDEV0N. 

Highly  Recommended. 


PATENTS,  &c. 

Platt’s  Basket. 

Twisted  Wire  Gimp, 
Swiveltail  Baits. 

“ Fishing  Gazette  ” Pike 
Floats. 

The  Champion  Spinner. 
Lander’s  Roach  Float. 
Geen’s  Spiral  Baits- 


Trade  Mark. 


PATENTS,  &c. 

Ebonite  and  Gnn  Metal 
Reels.  Light  and  Strong. 

The  Perfect  Hook. 

The  Fisherman’s  Knife. 

Tanned  Flax  Lines. 

Pennell’s  Hooks. 

Hercules  Waterproof  Pure  Silk 
Lines  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

SOLE  AGENTS  FOR  CLARK’S 
PORTABLE  ROD  CASE. 


The  Swivel  Tail  for  Trout,  Salmon,  and  Pike. 
A sure  killer. 


The  Stone  Fly. 


The  Moscrop  Reel  (Patent). 


THE  “HARDY’^  GOLD  MEDAL  RODS. 

MAKERS  FOR  JLJLTj  AUTHORITIES,  ANO  ONLY  MAKERS  OF 

CANE-BUILT  TROUT  BODS.  “HOUUHTON”  DBY  FLY  SPECIALITIES.  THE  “ALNWICK”  GREENHEART  TROUT  RODS. 


Catalogue  No.  5C4.  8ft.  to  12ft.,  finest  quality  eane-built,  3- piece; 
cork  or  other  handles.  “Weeger”  reel  fitting,  Hardy’s  patent 
lock  joints,  bridge  rings,  &c.,  £4  16s.  6d.  Steel  centres  £1  extra. 
No.  564.  The  “PERFECTION”  Details  as  above,  but  a 
2-piece  rod  with  one  top  only.  3 guineas. 

No.  564T.  The  '*  PERFECT  TEST-”  As  above,  hut  two  tops 
and  long  bamboo  top  case.  £5. 


ROD,  lift,  two  tops,  top  case,  cork  handle,  Hardy’s  patent 
lock  joints,  bridge  ring,  and  reversible  spear  and  butt  cap. 
5 guineas. 

This  rod  has  been  the  subject  of  a special  study,  and  is 
pronounced  by  experts  the  only  perfect  dry  fly  rod  in  existence. 

LINE  (solid),  double  taper,  35yds. ; dressed  under  the  air 
pump  with  pure  boiled  oil  as  per  instructions  given  by  P.  M. 
Halford,  Esq.  11s.  8d. 


REEL, — Our  patent  ball-bearing,  with  regulating  check,  2|in,, 
27s.  Cd. 


CAST  CASE,  5s.  CASTS,  Is.  each. 


SALMON  AND  GBILSE  BODS. 

Douhle-built  Cane,  -writh  and  without  Steel  Centres. 

Cork  handles,  universal  reel  fittings ; Hardy’s  patent  lock 
joints,  bridge  rings,  ifcc.  Without  Steel  C With  Steel  Centre. 

The  “ KELSON  ” 18ft.  ...  £10  lls.  Gd.  and  £12  5s. 

HARDY’S  “ SPECIAL  ” 17ft.  ...  £9  iOs.  6d.  and  £11 

The  “ HI-REGAN  ” left...  £8  5s.  6d.  and  £10 

The  “LADIES”  15ft.  ...  £7  3s.  6d.  and  £8  lls. 

The  “PENNELL”  (four tops),  steel  centre,  only  ...  £9  5s. 

If  you  hare  not  seen  it,  send  three  stamps  for  “ Hints  on  Angling  ” and  List.  200  Illustrations 


LANDING  NET,  35s, 
FLIES,  2s.  6d.  dozen. 


fjflP  All  rods  are  balanced  by  our  Mr.  J.  J Hardy,  who,  using  a 
“Hi-Regan”  rod,  won  the  16ft.  competition;  and  also  won  the 
12ft.  competition,  held  at  Edinburgh  last  year,  beating  all  com- 
petitors. He  used  steel  centre  rods. 


Catalogues  Nos.  597  to  603.  Finest  quality,  unrivalled  for  style, 
quality,  and  balance.  3-piece,  two  fops,  cork  handles.  Hardy’s 
patent  lock  joints,  universal  reel  fastener.  9ft.  and  9ft.  6in., 
41^.  6d. ; 10ft.  and  10ft.  Gin.,  44s. ; lift,  ll^ft.,  12ft,  46s.  6d. ; plain 
joints,  tfec.,  less  prices.  See  List. 

No.  635.  The  “ HOTSPUR.'*  -A-s  above,  but  a 2-piece  rod, 
one  top  only,  8ft.  to  lift.,  25s. ; with  two  tops  and  bamboo  top 
case,  42s.  6d. 


No.  636.  HARDY’S  CELEBRATED  GUINEA”  ROD 

S-piece,  two  tops,  cedar  handle  ; universal  reel  fitting. 

Guaranteed  equal  to  any  other  maker's  best. 

THE  “ALNWICK”  SALMON  AND  SEA-TROUT  RODS. 

Cork  handles;  Hardy's  patent  lock  joints;  universal  reel 
fittings:  3-piece,  two  tops ; 18ft.,  90s.;  17ft.,  80s.  6d. ; 16ft.,  74s.; 
15ft.,  65s.;  14ft.,  61s.;  13ft.,  56s.;  plain  joints,  &c.,  less  prices. 
See  List.  Suitable  reels  for  all  above  rods. 


HARDY  BROS.,  Practical  Anglers  and  Manufacturers, 


r-OKmON  AGENTS 


LONDON  AND  NORTH  BRITISH  WORKS,  ALNWICK. 

— MIH.ITJiR'y  EQUH^IVIENT  ANE»  TORTOISE  TENT  CO  , ETD-,  49,  RJ5.EE  IVEA-EE. 

JAMES  OGDEN 

28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM, 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing 
Tackle.  Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 

JAMES  OGDEN’S  CELEBRATED  MULTUM-IN-PARVO 

FLY  RODS,  £\  Is. 

Every  description  of  Salmon  and  Tront  Flies  Dressed  on  tlie  Premises,  and  despatclied  per  return  of  post. 

N.B.— No  Connection  with,  any  other  Persons  assuming  the 

same  Name. 
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were  caught  last  week.  H.  Williams  had  three  4;ilh. , and 
a (like  dlb. — Alwen. 

Derwent  (Ambergate). — The  weather  has  been 
nnsettled  in  this  locality  daring  the  week,_  and  the  Der- 
went has  been  full  of  road  washings,  which  prevented 
sport  with  the  fly.  Bottom  fishers  have  had  a fairly 
good  time  amongst  the  trout,  barbel,  and  eels.  Several 
fine  fish  have  been  taken,  principally  with  wasp  grubs. 
The  streams  have  now  cleared  down,  and  prospects  for 
good  sport  are  promising ; there  has  been  an  absence  of 
aquatic  and  other  flies,  but  what  few  there  are  are  taken 
freely.  The  best  the  Amber  and  Silver  Duns,  the  Little 
Brown  and  Bed  Spinners,  and  Honey  Bumble. — Ambeb 
Dun. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— We  had  a few  hours’  rain 
on  Monday,  which  coloured  the  watercourses  much,  and 
this  temporarily  improved  sport.  A dish  of  five  brace  of 
trout  was  taken  in  the  course  of  an  hour  from  Shirly 
Brook.— D.  AND  W.  H.  Foster. 

East  and  West  Cleddair  (Pembrokeshire').— 
Trout  fishing  here  has  been  out  of  the  question  for  some 
weeks  past ; indeed,  there  is  scarcely  any  water  in  the 
rivers.  If  we  have  not  a good  heavy  rain  very  soon  it  is 
feared  that  many  fi.sh  will  die  from  want  of  water,  as 
the  shallows  are  nearly  dry.  We  have  never  experienced 
such  a drought.  It  will  be  worse  on  the  poor  cattle  than 
the  fish,  as  there  is  scarcely  any  hay  in  this  part  of 
Wales. — H. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Heavy  rain  fell  through- 
out this  district  on  Tuesday,  but  unfortunately  very 
little  of  it  found  its  way  into  the  river.  A few  decent 
bags  of  eels  have  been  made  by  Messrs.  Edwards  and 
Jackman,  on  the  Brampford  waters,  and  on  the  Greedy 
Messrs.  Kelley  and  Roberts  have  had  mixed  bags  of 
trout  and  eels.  Messrs.  Moore  and  Theenwissen,  out 
on  Saturday  last,  had  two  brace  of  trout,  and  a few 
fair  eels.  Some  fair  takes  of  perch  and  roach  have 
been  had  by  the  canal  anglers,  a hag  of  roach  killed  by 
Mr.  Roberts,  including  three  good  ones  of  lib.  2oz.,  jlb., 
anil  lOoz.  From  a private  pond  in  tliis  neighbourhood 
Bro.  Kelley  baa  secured  some  good  tench,  the  best 
going  il.flb.’  2ilb.,  and  IJlb.  each.  Mr.  Sanders  has  had 
another  “ good  ’un  ” of  2 ;lb.  from  the  Exwick  waters.— 
Red  Palmer. 

Pen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).  — The 

prospects  of  anglers  are  much  improved  in  this  district 
by  the  numerous  thunder  and  other  showers  during  the 
past  ten  days  or  so.  The  heavier  of  the  storms,  though, 
have  had  the  effect  of  bringing  a good  deal  of  natural 
food  from  the  smaller  drains,  and  rendering  the  fish 
still  fanciful  as  regards  feeding.  Lively  gentles  have, 
however,  tempted  a fair  quantity  of  roach,  so  that  some 
nice  baskets  have  been  made,  and  perch  and  eels  have 
been  more  amenable  to  worms.  Some  very  fine  perch 
have  lately  been  got  from  some  of  the  drains,  some  odd 
ones  reaching  upwards  of  lib.  each.  One  gentleman 
caught  five,  scaling  41b.,  a few  days  ago,  and,  seeing 
that  J-lb.  fish  are  here  considered  good  fish,  the  take  is 
worth  recording.  Eels  have  run  up  to  a good  size,  some 
few  taken  with  line  getting  up  to  2|lb.  each.  Some  nice 
tench  have  been  coming  to  hand  lately  in  what  is  called 
the  Counter  Drain,  and  also  in  one  or  two  other  drains 
not  particularly  noted  for  these  fish.  These  fish  have 
run  up  to  nearly  41b.  each  in  one  or  two  cases,  and  in 
the’clear  water  quite  shoals  of  them  have  been  noticed, 
giving  promise  of  some  capital  sport  as  soon  as  the 
water  gets  coloured.  A good  many  visitors  were  on 
the  public  waters  of  t’nis  district  last  week,  but  their 
success  was  only  moderate. — Limpet. 

Idle  (Hortli  Notts).— Better  sport  has  been  expe- 
rienced in  the  Idle  and  kindred  waters,  but  it  can 
scarcely  be  called  good,  owing  to  the  low  and  weedy 
state  of  the  water.  The  trout  have  been  more  lively  in 
the  upper  waters,  and,  though  fishing  has  been  tried  in  a 
number  of  places,  only  now  and  then  have  they  been 
taken  with  gentle  or  worm,  probably  owing  to  the  quan- 
tity of  food  naturally  in  the  water  from  the  hay  harvest, 
which  is  not  yet  finished  in  many  places.  Roach  fishing 
has  not  been  altogether  satisfactory,  owing  to  many  fish 
being  in  only  poor  condition,  and  much  of  the  water 
being  weedy-  The  rains  of  late  have  put  a little  more 
water  into  the  river,  and  there  is  not  so  much  flannel 
weed  to  contend  with.  At  the  drain  and  small  stream 
outfalls,  however,  there  has  been  very  fair  fishing,  but 
eels  and  dace  and  chub  seem  to  have  had  most  attention. 
Eels  are  most  plentifnl,  and  easy  to  catch.  I hear  the 
canal  is  very  weedy  in  places,  and  scarcely  fit  to  fish, 
but  it  contains  a good  quantity  of  fish.  Visitors  have 
not  been  very  numerous. — L. 

iCesmett  Rucl  Bisti-ict.— The  good  results  of  the 
past  few  w’eeks  are  well  maintained  in  the  waters  of  the 
KewLiry  district.  The  association  waters  are  especially 
yielding' well,  and  heavy  bags  are  being  made  daily,  as 
the'  following  report  from  the  Newbury  weekly  shows  : 
Mr.  Reel,  on  Friday  week,  121b.  jack,  and  two  at  4|lb., 
two  perch,  Iflb.  Mr.  G.  Flint,  some  good  jack  ; Mr. 
Brandley.the  same;  Mr.  Purdie,  jack, -51b.  ; and  two 
jack  of  41b.,  another  angler  ; and  one  angler  two  brace 
of  good  trout.  The  above  were  mainly  from  the  Kennett. 
From  the  Lambourne  some  trout  and  coarse  fish  are 
grassed  dailj'.  Mr.  G.  Hill  has  had  a total  of  401b. 
the  total  for  perch  during  last  week  was  4Jlb.,  andSG.jlb. 
jack  ; but  doubtless  many  more  have  been  caught  which 
have  not  as  yet  been  reported.  Have  had  a heavy  rain 
and  we  shall  probable  have  increased  sport. — J.  E.  W. 

Lake  Coron  (Eodorgfan,  Anglesey).— The  rain 
of  last  week  brought  a little  change  in  the  fishing. 
Trout  took  fairly  well  in  the  evening,  but  the  lake  is  ex- 
ceedingly low,  and  nothing  short  of  a deluge  will  bring 
matters  right.— Sea  Fishing.— This  week  the  bream 
came  to  the  bay  (Aberflraw)  in  abundance,  and  some 
good  catche.s  wore  made.  It  is  time  for  bass  and  mackerel 
to  come  near  the  shores. — W.  II. 


Lea  (Broxbonrne). — The  water  is  bright  and  low. 

A few  roach  have  been  taken.  The  water  is  full  of 
fish,  and  with  a little  of  the  long-expected  rain  sport 
should  be  good. 

Lea  (Waltham  Abbey).— We  have  been  having 
fine  sport  here  since  the  season  opened.  The  following 
members  of  the  local  club  and  strangers  have  had  fair 
takes  : — J.  Lapwood,  two  roach,  of  lib.  7oz.  and  12oz.  ; 

F.  Ghapman,  11b.  2oz.  and  9oz.  ; A.  Gaywood,  7oz.,  all 
roach  ; Mr.  A.  Brown  had  about  61b.  of  various  fish  ; 
Mr.  Saville  a show  of  roach  and  Mr.  Fitch  also.  Mr. 
Avis  gives  prizes  on  July  IGth  for  a pegged-down  match. 
We  are  in  want  of  a little  rain  though. — Gleaewateb. 

Lea  (Ware).— The  takes  have  been  grand  here  since 
Saturday  We  have  a large  number  here.  Their  takes 
have  been  101b.,  141b.,  81b.,  51b.  each.  Mr.  Baldock 
took  34ilb.  on  Saturday,  301b.  on  July  2,  61b.  Monday, 
10.ilb.  Tuesday,  10|lb.  Wednesday.  There  has  been 
several  here  to-day  (Thursday),  but  not  much  sport.  A 
punt  to  let.— C.  H.  Phillips,  Star  Inn. 

Lea  and  Stort.— The  opening  day  for  roach  fishing 
in  the  Lea  brought  out  a large  number  of  metropolitan 
anglers  ; their  successes  were  varied,  and,  though  some 
had  no  luck,  good  baskets  were  made.  The  best  sport 
was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ware,  three  anglers  retur- 
niiig"  home  with  nearly  301b.  weight  of  roach.  JoeBal- 
dock  had  a take  of  2141b.  fishing  from  his  punt  near  the 
boom.  Waltham  Abbey.— The  best  fish  I saw  there 
were  three  roach  of  fib.  each,  taken  by  Mr.  Holden,  the 
secretary  of  the  Oak  Angling  Society  : they  were  hand> 
some  fish  in  gfood  condition.  Some  of  the  members  of 
the  local  club,  the  Waltham  Brothers,  had  decent  takes, 
and,  according  to  their  new  arrangement,  they  weigh- 
in  both  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays  ; of  course,  fishing  as 
they  L in  the  immediate  vicinity,  the  idea  is  a good 
one  On  the  16th  July  there  will  be  an  open  competi- 
tion held  there,  when  Harry  Avis,  of  the  King’s  Arms, 
will  give  prizes.  Matters  have  been  very  quiet  at 
Enfield  Lock,  Sewardstone,  and  Ponders  End,  but  few 
anglers  having  visited  these  waters.  Cook’s  Ferry. 

— 'The  usual  contingent  have  been  out  here,  but  nothing 
calling  for  special  comment  has  been  done.  Games  s, 
Higham  Hill. — A few  nice  perch  have  been  taken,  and 
one  angler  had  three  good  roach  of  about  fib.  each,  with 
the  fly  ; another  one  five  bream.  Some  of  the  Edmonton 
and  Tottenham  members  had  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  J. 
Hadkiss,  the  secretary,  getting  his  fish  from  the  Stort 
at  Burnt  Mill.  A smoking  concert  will  be  held  at  their 
headquarters,  the  Globe,  202,  Fore-street,  Edmonton,  on 
the  15th  inst.,  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  of  the  late  Mr. 
Sellwood,  an  old  member.  During  the  evening  the 
tackle  of  the  deceased  will  be  distributed  in  eight  prizes. 
-Spliced  Joint.  . 

Leicester.  — The  marked  improvement  in  matters 
piscatorial  has  been  maintained,  the  rains  last  Saturday 
and  Sunday  largely  benefiting  the  water.  A good  lot  of 
roach  were  taken  from  the  canal.  The  most  conspicuous 
captures  were  Mr.  Slingsby,  131b.  ; Mr.  Bachus,  101b. ; 
and  Smith,  101b.  The  latter  also  had  a brace  of  chub 
and  capital  dace.  Other  takes  of  roach  were ; 71b.,  by 
Mr.  Loach  ; 01b.,  by  Mr.  Lings.  Several  specimen  fish 
were  shown,  Mr.  Smith  a perch,  lib.  8oz.,  and  Mr. 
Taylor,  a roach,  11b.  4oz.  Each  of  these  anglers  were 
awarded  prizes  at  their  respective  clubs.  At  Nar- 
borough  roach  have  been  freely  taken  ; at  Brooksby, 
Rear.sby,  and  Frisby  anglers  have  had  no  reason  to  com- 
plain, roach,  perch,  and  chub  coming  fairly  well  to  hand. 
Several  brace  of  tench,  over  11b.,  were  caught,  fishing 
during  the  evenings. 

Lugg  and  Ai-row  (Leominster). — Are  now 
running  in  a little  better.  R'lin  fell  heavily  at  the 
beo-inning  of  the  week  and  the  water  rose  a little.  11116 
trout  rise  well  at  the  Palmers,  Spinners,  Coch-y-bondhu, 
Governor,  and  Sky  Blue.  Wasp  grub  fishing  has  been 
brisk,  the  bait  being  very  plentiful.  The  Pinsley  is  now 
running  clear  and  has  been  improved  by  the  rain.  A few 
fish  have  been  taken  in  it  with  the  fly.— Gwtnne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— The 
storm  of  a week  ago  did  not  affect  the  rivers,  which  are 
still  very  low  and  clear.  Weather  mostly  bright,  with 
wind  north  and  east.  Little  doing  with  fly— only  chance 
early  morning  and  late  evening.  Minnow  fishing  fairly 
good,  and  wasp  grub  doing  well.  Flies  are  numerous  and 
varied— Yellow  Dun,  Sky  Blue,  Orange  Palmer,  Coch-y- 
bondhu,  Black  Palmer,  Ants,  Spinners,  Owls,  Cadis  and 
Ginger  Moth,  and  Coachman. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Maidstone).— Water  bright  and  stale 
Most  of  the  roach  taken  are  in  the  shallow  parts.  A 
few  Viream  and  perch  have  been  taken,  but  they  were 
not  in  good  condition.  The  chub  wouhl  feed  well  now 
if  the  water  was  freshened  by  rain.  The  perch  were 
taken  with  small  live  bait. — W.  Sheubsole. 

Medway  (Tonbridge).— Not  much  doing;  a few 
nice  takes  of  bream,  and  though  much  earlier  than  I 
like  to  report,  one  or  two  pike.  The  rain  of  3 uesday 
night  has  onlivered  things  a little.  London  clubs 
please  take  notice,  no  fishing  without  a ticket. 

R.  E.  W.  - o J 

Ouse  (St.  Neot’s).— The  welcome  ram  on  Sunday 
ni^ht  considerably  imxiroved  the  aspect  of  the  river 
here,  colouring  it  so  that  each  day  since  good  bags  have 
been  the  order,  and  we  may  now  say  the  bream  season 
has  started  here,  and  good  brandlings  have  answered 
for  most  of  the  takes  I have  noticed.— A.  Scard. 

Plynioutb.  — Sea  Fishing.  — Aquarius  has  been 
enjoying  himself  to-day,  and  farmers  and  fisheimen 
should  return  grateful  thanks.  I had  a nice  pollack  on 
Thursday,  caught  near  the  Rennie  Bocks.  It  weighed 
1241b.  Several  about  this  size  have  been  taken  in  that 
vicinity.  Smaller  ones,  from  41b.  down  to  11b.,  are 
taken  morning  and  evenings  at  the  back  of  Drake  s 
Island,  and  near  Duke  Rock.  All  other  kinds  of  fishing 
are  pretty  much  as  usual. — William  Heardeb. 


Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — All  these  rivers  are  at  iiresent  in  good  condi- 
tion for  angling.  There  is  sufficient  water  in  the  rivers 
to  ensure  good  sport.  At  Llanyniynech  Mr.  Whittaker 
has  taken  several  large  pike,  and  at  Llanyblodwel  some 
very  fine  trout  have  been  landed  in  excellent  condition, 
one  scaling  a trifle  under  SJlb.  and  another  41b.,  one  of 
3jlb.  and  another  2.41b.  Some  anglers  complain  of  the 
scarcity  of  trout  in  the  Vyrnwy,  but  experienced  men 
find  little  difficulty  in  taking  them. — Vybnwt. 

Stour  (Bures). — The  water  is  gin  bright,  and  the 
fish  are  dead  off  the  feed.— Goosequill. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Harbours. — After  a few  bright 
days  we  have  experienced  several  hours’  steady  rain, 
which  has  been  general  throughout  the  county,  but 
much  more  is  required  to  make  any  improvement  in  the 
state  of  rivers.  Good  takes  of  roach  and  bream  are 
reported  from  the  Arun  at  Amberley.  Roach  have 
exceeded  lib.  in  weight,  and  bream  of  41b.  have  been 
taken.  Several  anglers  have  visited  the  Bother,  both 
in  the  Selham  and  Fittleworth  reaches.  941b.  of  roach 
and  bream  is  the  heaviest  basket  notified  me  from  near 
Midhurst.  Several  good  roach  have  been  taken  from 
the  Ouse  below  Lewes ; a basket  of  1241b.  included  a 
brace  weighing  2ib,  3oz.  Roach  and  chub  have  given 
sport  in  the  upper  reaches.  91b.  of  roach  and  dace 
were  taken  from  the  Adur  on  Monday.  A few  bass  and 
mullet  have  been  secured  at  Littlehampton  harbour, 
and  up  the  river  one  bass  weighing  8jlb. — Geobge  F. 
Salter. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— We  have  had, 
during  the  past  fortnight,  just  enough  rain  to  scour  -the 
bed  of  the  river,  and  during  the  past  week  some  nice 
trout  have  been  taken  (chiefly  by  local  anglers)  by  min- 
now fishing.  Should  we  he  favoured  by  an  average 
rainfall  from  now,  we  think  the  latter  part  of  the  trout 
season  will  not  prove  so  disappointing  as  many  are  in- 
clined to  suppose.  At  time  of  writing,  the  river  is  fall- 
ing again  rapidly. — H. 

Teme  (Knighton). — The  Teme  in  this  district  has 
had  some  rain,  and  the  water  is  now  improved.  More 
is  wanted.  A few  rods  have  been  out,  but  sport  has 
been  quiet.  With  more  rain  sport  should  be  good. — R. 
Knighton. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  is  in  fair  order  tor 
angling,  a heavy  thunderstorm  passed  over  the  district 
on  Monday,  and  rain  tell  again  on  Wednesday  and  the 
water  has  risen  a little  and  fishing  should  now  be  im- 
jjroved.  A good  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  have 
used  the  Sky  Bine,  Red  Spinner,  Yellow  Dun,  July  Dun, 
Palmers,  Coch-y-bondhu,  Coachman,  and  Wickham. 
Bottom  fishing  has  been  good  with  the  wasp  grub. 
Minnow  fishing  in  the  morning  has  been  good.  In  the 
water  below  Ludford  on  Saturday  three  gentlemen  were 
out  with  the  fly,  and  one  landed  thirty-one  trout,  gray- 
ling and  roach  with  the  Bed  Spinner  and  Yellow  Dun. 
In  the  Castle  Pound  several  good  lots  of  roach  and  eels 
have  been  taken.  Up  the  Downton  Castle  water  the 
fish  have  been  sporting  well,  and  some  good  fish  have 
been  landed  with  the  fly.  On  Monday  evening  some 
good  lots  of  eels  were  taken  with  the  worm  under 
Whitcliffe.  In  the  Oakly  Park  water  fly  fishing  with 
the  Wickham  and  Sky  Blue  has  been  good.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  C:un,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  low  and  clear.  Bain 
has  been  had,  and  the  water  is  improved.  The  fish  are 
feeding  well  at  the  wasp  grub.  On  Saturday  six  good 
trout  were  taken  with  the  wasp  grub.  On  Tuesday 
evening  sfiort  was  good.  In  the  Ledwyche  sport  has 
been  better,  little  fishing  done  in  the  Ony  this  week. — 
T.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  district  rain  has  fallen, 
and  the  water  imiiroved.  The  fish  have  been  moving  at 
the  fly  and  have  taken  the  wasp  grab.  A few  rods  have 
been  out,  and  some  very  nice  fish  have  been  taken.  On 
Saturday  a good  dish  of  trout  were  taken  with  the  fly 
at  Little  Hereford.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  ani  Ledwyche  are 
all  clear  and  low.  Sport  in  them  very  quiet  at  present. 
— Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — A thunderstorm  broke  over 
Newark  on  Sunday  evening,  but  had  no  effect  on  the 
Trent  which  is  still  running  low  and  fine,  though  a 
slight  rise  is  apparent  to-day  (Thurslay).  Chub  and 
bream  are  giving  sport  in  the  Muskham  water,  a lot  of 
both  species  having  been  taken  with  wasp  grabs  and 
worms,  Mr.  A.  Lee  securing  some  good  specimens  of  the 
former,  best  31b.  2oz.,  and  Mr.  H.  Corner,  out  of  a bag 
consisting  of  ten  bream,  weighing  2l4lb.,  had  one  of 
equal  weight  to  the  chub. — Trentsideb. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon). — I am  pleased  to  be  able 
to  send  yon  a good  report  again  this  week.  The  jack 
have  come  on  the  feed  well.  I send  you  names  of  a few 
snbscribers  who  weighed  in  here  : Mr.  Gordon,  nine  jack 
and  101b.  roach  ; Mr.  Cameron,  four  jack  and  51b.  roach, 
Mr.  White,  six  jack  and  101b.  roach;  Mr.  Helan,  three 
jack  and  51b.  of  roach;  Mr.  Palmer,  one  jack;  Mr. 
Harris,  141b.  roach  ; Mr.  Bolt,  one  jack  ; Mr.  Seal,  101b. 
roach;  Mr.  Ford,  91b.  roach;  Mr.  Neal,  71b.  roach; 
Mr.  Day,  61b.  roach;  Mr.  Mngford,  81b.  roach.— J. 
W abnee. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincoln).— Reports  from  the 
different  fishing  stations  of  this  district  speak  of  im- 
proved prospects,  but  weedy  water  and  fish  shy  from  the 
large  quantity  of  food  apparently  in  the  water.  Where 
skill  and  care  is  exercised  there  have  been  some  good 
captures,  but  many  nice  fish  have  been  lost  in  bad  land- 
ing places.  There  was  the  intention  of  getting  the  weeds 
cut  in  some  places  for  the  convenience  of  fishermen,  but 
not  much  progress  has  been  made  in  this  direction  as  yet. 
In  the  Upper  Witham  the  water  is  very  clear  and 
moderately  low.  Chub  are  noticed  to  be  plentiful  and 
sportive,  and  in  the  morning  and  evenings  anglers  have 
got  some  very  good  ones,  mostly  with  flies.  House  flies, 
blue  flies,  small  moths,  and  cherries,  are  to  be  recom- 
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mended.  Roach  aro  feeding  bettor  in  the  lower  river, 
and  from  clear  swims  some  very  fair  baskets  have  been 
made.  Some  pretty  good  takes  of  bream  have  been 
negotiated  with  paste  chiefly.  One  angler  the  other 
day  bagged  five  of  these  fish  from  Brayford  Pool , which 
together  scaled  141b.  On  the  Fossdyke  there  have  been 
a few  nice  bream  caught,  but  here  and  in  the  main  river 
the  best  business  has  been  done  among  eels  with  stout 
tackle. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— A quantity  of 
heavy  thunder  rain  has  fallen,  and  put  a good  deal  of 
colour  into  both  streams,  and  spoiled  them  for  fly- 
fishing on  one  or  two  days,  but  has  given  the  bottom 
fishermen  another  chance,  some  heavy  baskets  having 
been  made.  From  Darley  Dale  water,  Mr.  Cassell  has 
had  six  and  five  and  a half  brace,  and  Mr.  Crowder,  five 
brace  and  a barbel  of  01b.  A local  angler  also  took  four 
and  a half  brace  with  the  minnow  on  Friday.  Mr. 
Cassell  also  had  four  and  a half  brace  of  good  fish  from 
the  Matlock  water  on  Tue.sday  night.  Mr.  King  has 
taken  a grand  fish  of  31b.,  and  Mr.  Brooker  one  between 
21b.  and  31b.  from  this  water.  The  Derwent  is  rapidly 
clearing,  and  should  be  in  good  trim  for  the  fly  by  Satur- 
day. Yellow  and  Ash  Duns,  Quills,  and  Little  Marryatt 
will  be  found  to  kill. — Dotterel. 

Yare  (Cantley). — A number  of  fine  bream  have 
been  caught  here  this  week,  several  of  them  running  up 
to  41b.  each. — Goosequill. 

Scotch  Reports. 

Altnacealg'acb  Hotel  Waters  (via  Dairg', 

N.B.)— During  the  past  week  capital  baskets  were 
made,  some  of  them  ranging  from  201b.  to  301b.  trout  in 
a day’s  fishing.  Among  the  anglers  out  were  Rev.  W. 
Dundas  Walker,  Rev.  G.  D.  Douglas,  Mr.  Thompson, 
Mr.  and  Miss  Taylor,  Liverpool ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ander- 
son, Liverpool ; Dr.  Stacey,  Edinburgh  ; Mr.  Dewar, 
Perth  ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Quarton,  Dr.  Curror,  Mr.  James 
Curror,  Professor  Harrower,  Aberdeen ; and  Mr.  Stewart. 
— McB. 

Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters.  — June  23,  on  Loch 
Harold,  Mr.  Sutherland,  thirty-two  trout,  8|lb.  ; Mr. 
W.  Kennedy,  forty-four  trout,  13Jlb. ; on  Loch  Meaddie, 
Mr.  Orchar,  twenty-six  trout,  8|lb.  ; JMr.  Walker,  thirty- 
one  trout,  8^1b. ; Messrs.  Robertson  and  Scott,  sixty- 
nine  trout,  201b.  ; 24th,  on  Loch  Meaddie,  Mr.  Orchar, 
forty-two  trout,  lOilb. ; Mr.  Walker,  forty-five  trout, 
ll|lb.  ; Messrs.  Robertson  and  Scott,  fifty-five  trout, 
17|lb. ; on  Loch  Harold,  Major  Spratt  and  Mr.  Ritchie, 
sixty-eight  trout,  231b. ; 26th,  on  Loch  Naver,  Mr. 
Orchar,  one  salmon,  41b.,  ten  trout,  41b.  ; on  Loch 
Meaddie,  Mr.  Walker,  forty-five  trout,  13Jlb.  ; Messrs. 
Robertson  and  Scott,  forty-seven  trout,  15Jlb. ; 27th,  on 
Loch  Meaddie,  Mr.  Scott,  twenty-three  trout,  7Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Walker,  nineteen  trout,  6Ib. ; on  Loch  Naver,  Mr! 
Orchar.  one  salmon,  61b.  ; on  Loch  Loyal,  Major  Spratt 
and  Mr.  Ritchie,  thirteen  trout,  4Jlb. ; 28th,  on  Loch 
Meaddie,  Mr.  Walker,  thirty-five  trout,  101b.  ; Messrs. 
Robertson  and  Scott,  forty-one  trout,  13|lb.  ; Mr. 
M'Cartney  and  Major  Spratt,  one  fero:e,  31b.,  thirty 
trout,  121b.;  29th,  on  Loch  Harold,  Mr.  M‘Cartney 
and  Major  Spratt,  seventy-four  trout,  241b.;  on  Loch 
Meaddie,  Mr.  Walker,  twenty-four  trout,  7ilb.  ; Messrs. 
Robertson  and  Scott,  twenty-eight  trout,  12Jlb.  ; on 
Loch  Corr,  Mr.  Orchar,  thirty-seven  trout,  181b. 

Border  Bsk.  — This  river  is  now  considerably 
fuller  in  volume  since  the  rains  of  last  week,  and  sea- trout 
are  making  their  way  to  the  upper  reaches,  conse- 
quently the  takes  have  increased.  A few  whiting  have 
been  caught,  and  yellow  trout  are  affording  good  sport. 
In  the  Langholm  water,  Mr.  T.  Irving  had  seven  sea 
trout,  two  whiting,  and  21b.  of  yellow  trout  ; Mr.  D. 
Johnstone,  had  two  sea  trout ; Mr.  J.  Barnfather,  three  ; 
Mr.  G.  W.  Gourlay,  two  ; and  Mr.  J.  Murray  had  a good 
basket.  Mr.  A.  M'Millan  crught  four  sea  trout  at  a 
night  fishing.  Mr.  W.  Ballautine  had  one,  and  Mr. 

C.  Sanders  one,  at  Langholm  Bridge.  In  Ewes,  Mr. 
Joe  Anderson  had  a yellow  trout,  nearly  11b.,  in  weight 
and  a good  take  of  sea-trout.  Mr.  J.  S.  Wood,  also 
creeled  a lot  of  yellow  trout  from  the  Ewes.  In  the 
Canonbie  water,  Mr.  May,  of  Liverpool,  staying  at 
Grindstone  head,  caught  twenty-six  sea-trout  in  nine 
days,  also  a salmon  of  81b.,  from  the  Willow  Pool,  while 
fishing  with  a small  fly.  Mr.  F.  Irving,  Burnfoot,  had 
four  sea  trout,  one  weighing  31b.,  and  also  hooked  a 
salmon  which  got  away  when  it  appeared  exhausted. 
Mr.  Frank  Little,  Burnfoot  Killedy,  several  sea  trout, 
and  Mr.  J.  Graham,  Crookholm,  has  had  a number  of 
sea  trout  and  whiting  in  the  Liddle  ; Mr.  Leslie,  Penton, 
had  sixteen  sea  trout,  and  the  Misses  Tait,  of  Penton 
Bridge,  caught  eleven  sea  trout;  Mr.  W.  Davidson, 
Byre  Burnfoot,  had  two  sea  trout ; Mr.  David  Murray, 
caught  seven  sea  trout,  Mr.  W.  Icving,  Rawnd,  had  six- 
teen sea  trout  at  three  fishings.  In  the  lower  reaches 
between  Longtown  and  the  Metal  Bridge  some  good 
catches  have  been  made  ; Col.  Wybergh,  in  two  days’ 
fishing,  caught  eighty  whiting  and  five  saa  trout : Mr. 
Huthart,  Carlisle,  had  nineteen  whiting,  and  Mr. 
Atkinson,  Carlisle,  on  the  same  day,  had  a similar 
number ; Dr.  McLachlan,  Longtown,  had  five  sea  trout 
and  a dozen  whiting  ; Mr.  R.  Lamb,  Longtown,  bad  six 
sea  trout  and  eight  whiting  ; and  Mr.  J.  Bell,  Longtown, 
at  two  fishings,  creeled  ten  sea  trout  and  two  dozen 
whiting;  at  a second  fishing.  Dr.  McLachlan  had  three 
sea  trout  and  a number  of  whiting  and  yellow  trout. 
Messrs.  Grant  and  Reid,  of  Longtown,  have  also  been 
successful  in  landing  sea  trout  and  whiting.  The  latest 
reports  from  the  Langholm  district  state  that  the  pools 
are  swarming  with  sea  trout ; therefore,  when  the  long- 
expected  flood  makes  its  appearance,  there  will  be 
plenty  of  sport. — W.  A. 


Carron,  Easter  Boss  (Ardgay,  N.B.).— Last 
week  Mr.  W.  Allis-Smith,  of  Glenoalvie,  landed  three 
salmon  weighing  91b.,  71b.,  and  81b.,  on  the  upper 
waters  ; and  Rev.  C.  L.  Kinnoway,  a 12-pounder  on 
Arnot  Water. — McB. 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire). — The  full  advantage  of  the 
recent  floods  has  been  for  the  nonce  spoiled  by  the 
abominable  colour  of  the  water,  and  the  amount  of 
sport  proportionately  reduced,  which  would  otherwise 
have  been  got.  But  really  there  is  a scarcity  of  anglers, 
fishing  matters  seemingly  being  at  a considerable  dis- 
count. On  the  Braemar  waters,  Mr.  McGregor  got  three 
good  salmon,  while  Mr.  John  Laraont  had  one  of  Gib. 
on  Mar  Lodge  water.  On  the  Balmoral  and  Ballater 
section,  a good  few  fish' were  got  after  the  recent  rise, 
all  from  the  lower  reaches.  The  Clunie  is  well  stocked. 
On  the  Glen  Tana  waters,  several  salmon  and  grilse 
were  got  by  Sir  William  Brooks’  keepers.  On  the 
Woodend  water,  Mr.  Wm.  Farnell  Watson’s  keeper 
landed  three  grilse  ; Mr.  Hay’s  party  several  on  Black- 
ball ; and  Mr.  T.  'Turner  Farley’s  keeper  two  or  three 
on  Cairnton  section,  all  scaling  from  211b.  to  4Jlb. 
The  supply  on  the  coast  still  keeps  up.— Deesider. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— A fair  number  of  salmon 
and  grilse  were  obtained  on  the  river  Devei’on  during 
the  past  week,  (jrilse  are  appearing  in  abundance,  but 
they  are  not  entering  the  river  as  formerly,  owing  to  the 
irregular  and  silted  entrance.  At  the  time  of  the  late 
spate,  when  the  water  was  the  highest  reached  this 
season,  some  fine  salmon  ascended  the  stream  ; several 
scaled  over  251b  , and  one  exceptionally  large  fish 
weighed  471b.  We  hear  from  a different  source  that  the 
salmon  only  wanted  Jib.  of  501b.  The  river  is  now  get- 
ting a little  low,  and  the  fishmg  is  falling  off  again.  We 
hear  that  anglers  on  the  whole  course  are  having  a very 
dull  time  of  it.  On  the  adjacent  coast  the  fishing  is  very 
productive.  From  all  stations  heavy  shots  are  reported. 
Last  week  the  total  catch  was  thirty  boxes,  more  than 
double  the  number  of  boxes  for  the  corresponding  week 
last  season.  In  the  beginning  of  this  week  twelve  boxes 
were  consigned  to  the  markets.  The  salmon  are  of  good 
quality  and  quite  free  from  disease.  There  was  also  an 
improvement  in  the  fishings  on  the  Gardenstown  coast, 
close  on  a dozen  boxes  having  been  got  for  the  week. 
Should  the  weather  keep  moderate,  with  occasional 
showers  of  rain,  the  fishing  will  be  pretty  well  made  up 
before  the  close  of  the  season. — H.  W. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).— We  did  not  have  the 
r.ain  which  fell  in  parts  of  the  north  of  Scotland  over  a 
week  ago,  but  some  good  showers  of  short  duration, 
which  in  no  way  affected  the  river.  I am  told  few  fish 
remain  in  the  river,  which  is  to  be  regretted,  especially 
as  the  herring  season  commences  a week  hence,  when, 
with  the  number  of  boats  about,  scarcely  any  fish  go  up, 
no  matter  what  the  state  of  the  water  may  be.  The 
only  parties  who  have  benefited  by  the  long  drought  are 
the  netsmen.  Good  accounts  continue  to  come  from  the 
lochs.  During  the  week  the  Guisgill  party  have  had 
excellent  sport,  daily  baskets  of  from  201b.  to  351b.  of 
fine  trout. — S.  C. 

Is  la  (Perthshire).— Last  week  the  Isla  reached  a 
height  which  has  not  been  reached  since  January,  and, 
from  the  amount  of  peaty  and  other  matter  brought 
down,  the  filth  was  indescribable.  After  a time  it  was 
in  good  fettle  for  fly,  but  a spate  is  required  to  swill  the 
bottom  completely.  Since  the  rain  sport  has  greatly 
improved.  On  Tuesday  Messrs.  D.  McKenzie  and  A. 
Ballantyne  had  seventy-two  and  ninety-six  good  trout 
respectively.  Many  have  been  out  getting  very  fair 
sport.  Among  others  were  Major  Todd  and  Messrs. 
Leslie,  Thomson,  Fearn,  Ogilvy,  and  Wilson,  Dundee. 
On  the  Shee  affluent,  Mr.  J.  Fleming  had  on  Saturday 
130  nice  trout,  one  of  them  being  over  lib.  The  lochs 
in  the  Isla  basin  liave  also  given  pretty  fair  sport. 
Messrs.  McCombie  Smith  and  J.  C.  Beaton  had  thirty- 
six  fish  of  about  |lb.  each  on  Loebvaneau.  On  L’nt- 
rathen  Loch  Mr.  W.  Sadler  had  a good  take,  and  Mr. 

A.  Fergusson  had  a pike  whose  stomach  contained  a 
trout  of  lib.  Lady  Kinlooh  has  had  good  sport  on 
Auchentaple  Loch ; and  on  Saturday  Messrs.  W.  N. 
Machan  and  W.  Smith  had  twenty-one  trout  of  221b. 
On  Brewlands  Pond,  on  Monday,  they  had  sixteen  nice 
fish  which  they  did  not  weigh,  and  Rev.  Messrs.  Goldie, 
Glemsla,  and  Morrison,  Kirkmichael,  had,  the  former 
eleven  trout,  one  of  IJlb.,  total  4Jlb.,  and  the  latter 
thirty  fish  of  9i-lb.— Iasgair. 

Keninore  (laocii  Tay).— June  29,  On  the  Hotel 
water  Mr.  Barnett  caught  twenty-one  trout,  71b. 
30th.  On  the  Reserved  water  Captain  Davidson  caught 
thirty-eight  trout,  161b.  30th.  The  Aberfeldy  Angling 
Club  held  a competition  on  Loch  Tay.  Mr.  Stevens 
first  prize,  41b.  trout ; Mr.  Haggart,  11b.  15oz.  ; Mr. 
Wood,  11b.  12jz. — Knight. 

Iiairg'  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg',  N.B.).— The  weather 
of  the  past  week  was  very  tine,  though,  perhaps,  a trifle 
dull  and  warm  for  successful  angling.  The  heavy  rains 
have  improved  the  outlook.  The  following  is  the  hotel 
record  : On  Tuesday  last  week,  fishing  Loch  Shin,  Mr. 
Ho'ward  killed  sixteen  trout,  weighing  7ilb, ; and  Mr. 
Carlyon,  on  the  same  loch,  fifteen  trout,  6|lb.  Wednes- 
day was  thundering  in  the  afternoon.  The  best  basket 
of  the  day  was  made  on  Loch  Cracail,  by  Mr.  Jowers — 
fourteen  trout,  lljlb.  On  Loch  Beannoch  Mr.  Carlyon 
caught  nine  trout,  6ib.  On  Loch  Shin  Mr.  Howard  got 
nine  trout,  5 Jib.  Thursday  being  Sacramental  fast,  anglers 
took  a holiday.  Mr.  Jovvors,  however,  fished  Loch  Cr  cail 
Ghillielers,  and  caught  six  trout,  4Jlb.  On  Friday,  which 
was  very  bright  with  a south-easterly  breeze,  Mr. 
Howard  caught  ten  trout,  7Jlb.,  on  Loch  Shin;  and  on 
Loch  Beannoch,  Messrs.  Carlyon  and  Bowse,  six  trout, 
61b.  On  Saturday  Messrs.  Douglas  and  Thompson  made 
a basket  of  twenty-one  trout,  9:;lb.,  on  Loch  Cracail. 


Messrs.  Wilkies,  London,  caught  in  a few  hours  on  Loch 
Shin  six  trout,  SJlb.  Mr.  J.  W.  Meakin  had  fair  sport. 
On  Monday,  on  Loch  Shin,  Mr.  and  Miss  .lowers  had 
very  good  sport,  their  total  being  one  Snlmo  ferox, 
weighing  4Ib.,  and  eighteen  trout,  101b.  Capt.  Hender- 
son got  ten  trout,  41b. ; Mr.  Copeland  five  trout,  21b.  ; 
Messrs.  Wilkie  a dozen  trout,  8', lb.  Dr.  Douglas  eleven 
trout,  51b  ; and  Mr.  Hawkins  six  trout,  51b.  On  Loch 
Beannoch,  Messrs.  Douglas  and  Thompson,  thirteen 
trout,  7Jlb. ; and  on  Loch  Cracail,  Messrs.  Carlyon  and 
Bowse  killed  six  trout,  weighing  51b. — J.  Y. 

Locliinver  Hotel  Waters  (Lochiiiver,  Suther- 
land, N.B.). — Since  last  reported,  sport  in  the.se  waters 
ha.s  been  as  under-noted — viz.  : On  Saturday  last  week, 
Messrs.  Mulliner  and  Vickers  fished  Loch  Assynt,  and 
caught  fifty  trout,  weighing  IGlb.  On  Monday,  Capt. 
Erskine  killed  thirty  trout,  weighing  101b.,  on  Loch 
Fewn.  On  Tuesday,  in  a gale,  the  same  loch  was  fished 
by  Messrs.  Mulliner  and  Vicker.s,  sixty-two  trout, 
weighing  201b.  On  Wedne.sday,  the  same  anglers  killed 
sixty  trout,  weighing  241b.,  on  Loch  Crocaoh.  On  Thurs- 
day, on  Loch  Fewn,  Mr.  J.  C.  Spencer  caught  thirty-nine 
trout,  weighing  131b.  : and  Messrs.  Logan,  fifty-three 
trout,  181b.  ; Mr.  W.  C.  Tait,  on  Loch  Crocaoh,  twenty- 
five  trout,  81b.,  and  on  Loch  Assynt,  Mr.  Hardinge  and 
Mr.  Wood,  thirty-two  trout,  weighing  91b.  On  Friday, 
fishing  Loch  Fewn,  Messrs.  Mulliner  and  Vickers  got 
sixty-two  trout,  weighing  211b.  ; on  Loch  Beannoch, 
Mr.  W.  C.  Tait  got  thirty-five  trout,  101b.  ; and  on  Loch 
Assynt,  Messrs.  Logan  caught  thirty-four  trout.  On 
Saturday,  Mr.  W.  C.  Tait  tried  Loch  Fewn,  and  landed 
forty-nine  trout,  weighing  111b.,  and  Messrs.  Logan, 
Loch  Beannoch,  sixty-three  trout,  weighing  101b. — J.Y. 

Iioch.le'ven  (Kinross).  — Angling  during  the  past 
week  has  been  very  fitful,  and  comparatively  few  boats 
have  been  out.  The  average  “take”  per  boat  was 
eight  trout,  while  several  were  successful  in  sccurin 
heavy  creels.  Mr.  Nisbet,  London,  had  t'venty  wu 
trout,  261b.  8oz.  : Mr.  Ogilvie,  Arndean,  twenty  nine 
trout,  261b.  ; Mr.  J.  J.  Harris,  Green  Hotel,  Kinross, 
twenty-four  trout,  291b.  The  most  successful  club  was 
the  St.  Mungo,  from  Glasgow,  when  seven  competitors 
captured  forty-nine  trout,  421b.  2oz.  The  best  prize 
basket  during  the  week  was  got  by  Dr.  Macniven,of  the 
West  of  Scotland  Club  who  had  nine  trout,  111b.  Five 
thousand  and  thirty-eight  trout  were  captured  with 
the  rod  in  June,  and  their  average  weight  was  I'ljoz. 
In  June  1892  scarcely  half  that  number  were  killed, 
while  they  were  not  so  large. — Robert  B.  Laing. 

Loch,  of  Stenuess  (Orkney). — Mr.  Ingham,  at  the 
Mason’s  Arms  Hotel,  Stromness,  fished  the  Loch  of 
Stenness  on  Wednesday,  June  28,  had  three  trout, 
weighing  71b.  ; on  the  29th,  two  trout,  weighing  41b.  ; on 
the  30th,  five  trout,  weighing  81b.— John  Maceay. 

Loch  Migdale. — Last  week  a number  of  anglers 
were  out  from  Bridge  Hotel,  Bonarbridge,  and  baskets 
ranging  from  four  to  five  dozen  nice  trout  were  made. — 
McB. 

Loch  Bannoch. — The  following  sport  was  obtained 
by  anglers  from  Dunalastair  Hotel,  June  28  : — Mr. 
Kessler,  Manchester,  on  loch,  seventeen  trout.  June  29, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kessler,  on  loch,  thirty-nine  trout ; Mr. 
Laing,  St.  Andrews,  twenty-five  trout.  June  30,  Rev. 
Mr.  Hooper,  Brighton,  on  loch,  seventeen  trout ; Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kessler,  six  trout ; Mr.  Wood,  Dundee,  seven 
trout : Mr.  Stitt,  Edinburgh,  on  river,  fifteen  trout. 
July  1,  Mr.  Murray  Stoney,  St.  Andrews,  on  loch, 
twenty-nine  trout;  Mr.  Standen,  Hants,  twenty-two 
trout  ; Mr.  Laing,  twenty-eight  trout ; Mr.  Cairns, 
Dunbar,  forty-eight  trout ; Mrs.  Cross,  Grange-over- 
Sands,  on  river,  seventeen  trout  ; Rev.  Mr.  Hooper, 
thirteen  trout;  Mr.  Stitt,  fourteen  trout;  Mr.  Dixon, 
Glasgow,  six  trout ; Mr.  White,  Edinburgh,  five  trout. 
July  3,  Mr.  and  Miss  Carrie  Nash,  Liverpool,  on  locb, 
fourteen  trout,  two  weighing  over  21b.  : Mr.  a.nd  Mrs. 
Stitt,  thirty-seven  trout ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dixon,  twenty- 
two  trout;  Mr.  Murray  Honey,  twenty-one  trout ; Mr. 
White,  on  river,  fourteen  trout ; Mr.  Laing,  eight  trout ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Standen,  seven  trout  ; Mr.  Shields  and 
friend,  eleven  trout.  July  .4,  Mr.  Shields  and  friend,  on 
loch,  fifteen  trout  ; Mr.  Stitt,  sixteen  trout ; Mr.  White, 
ten  trout ; Mr.  Dixon,  seventeen  trout ; Mr.  Laing,  on 
river,  thirteen  trout ; Mr.  Standen,  seven  trout. 

OverscRig  Hotel  Waters,  via  Lairg,  N.B.— 
Among  the  anglers  out  on  the  various  locks  during  tlie 
past  week  were,  Mr.  W.  Murray,  Bombay;  Mr. 
Waterall,  Nottingham;  Mr.  Oliver,  London;  C.rpt. 
Minohison,  Arbroath  ; Messrs.  Worsley-Taylor  ; Mr. 
Leslie-Jones.  Mr.  Wotherspoon  &c.  lu  several  oases 
trout  averaged  over  Jib. — McB. 

Bhicouich  Hotel. — June  27,  Digby  and  party, 
Yorkshire,  sea  fishing,  cod,  lythe,  and  sea  trout ; H.  F. 
Kerr,  Esq.,  London,  No.  3,  twenty-five  trout,  Ifjlb.  : 
Dr.  Webb,  Basingstoke,  Garbet  Beg,  one  sea  trout, 
lflb-5  one  grilse,  4jlb.,  one  salmon,  lljlb.  28th,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Digby,  sea  fishing;  Miss  and  Rev.  Ilamoud, 
sea  fishing;  Miss  Hoare  and  Mr.  Pears,  sea  fishing. 
28th,  H.  F.  Kerr,  Esq.,  Achrisgill  river  and  Loch  Duich, 
250  trout ; Dr.  Webb,  No.  2,  thirty-six,  171b.  29th, 

H.  F.  Kerr,  Inchard,  four  sea  trout,  6Jlb. ; Dr.  Webb, 
No.  3,  Garbet  Beg,  81b  trout,  one  grilse,  Clb.  ; Rev. 
Mr.  Hamond,  No.  3,  121b.  trout.  30th,  Dr.  Webb, 
Inchard,  five  sea  trout,  8Jlb. ; Dig)>yand  party,  luchard, 
two  sea  trout,  31b.,  cod,  Ac.  ; H.  F.  Kerr,  No.  3,  l'21b. 
trout. — J.  F. 

Scoiirie  Hotel  Waters  (Scourie  by  Lairg', 

N.B.). — The  following  is  last  week’s  angling  record, 
viz.  : On  Friday,  June  23,  Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Liverpool, 
fishing  Mause  Loch  for  about  an  hour,  two  troutof  IJlb., 
and  on  Monday,  on  Loch  Na-Clashfern,  the  same  angler 
killed  fifty-six  trout,  weighing  161b.  On  Tuesday,  on 
B.iddinamoult  Loch,  Mr.  Taylor,  Glasgow,  lauded  one 
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Sdlmo  fcni.r,  weighing  61b.  On  Wednesday,  which  was 
very  windy,  Mr.  Buchanan,  fishing  Duart  More  from 
the  bank,  made  a nice  basket  of  eight  trout ; on  another 
loch,  from  the  shore,  the  same  angler  killed  fifty 
trout,  101b.,  and  on  Hall  Lochs,  on  Friday,  a basket  of 
thirty  trout,  weighing  101b.  This  catch  included  a 
beautiful  brown  trout,  weighing  3Jlb.— J.  Y. 

Shill,  Inveran,  N.B.— Two  fine  salmon,  weighing 
231b.  and  lOJlb.  respectively,  were  landed  on  the  lower 
beat,  last  Thursday,  by  Colonel  Upcher,  Sutherland 
Arms  Hotel,  Inveran.  Since  then  up  to  Wednesday 
this  week  the  river  was  blank. — McB. 

South  of  Scotland..— A good  quantity  of  rain  has 
fallen  in  this  district,  but  the  rivers  have  not  benefited 
much.  The  Solway  rivers  are  having  their  first  run  of 
herling  for  the  season.  This  is  fully  three  weeks  earlier 
than  usual.  There  was  a big  catch  in  the  Annan  this 
week,  where  the  migration  of  herling  is  extra  large. — 
Annan. — This  river  had  a rise  of  fully  a foot  of  water 
on  Monday  of  last  week,  and  on  the  whole  sport  has 
been  better.  On  Friday  Mr.  Davie  caught  eleven 
with  fly  and  worm  in  the  Brewery  water  after 
dark.  Mr.  John  Hall  caught  fourteen  on  the  same 
evening  with  small  spider  fly.  Mr.  George  Carrick 
landed  one  sea  trout  and  a herling  on  Saturday  night, 
and  Mr.  McGiverin  had  also  a sea  trout  at  the 
Brewery  stream.  Other  anglers  had  from  a bi’ace  to 
six  herling  each.  Mr.  John  Laurie  killed  eight, 
and  Mr.  W.  Wright  had  a dozen  on  Friday 
afternoon,  and  six  in  an  hour’s  fishing  on  Saturday. 
Mr.  Wright  had  grand  sport  on  Tuesday  after- 
noon, killing,  with  small  fly,  and  single-handed  rod, 
sixty-eight  herling,  weighing  151b.  Nearly  the  whole  of 
thetroutwere  killed  with  a special  fly,  “ Goldand  Silver.” 
The  same  angler  has  had  over  200  herling  in  five  outings. 
The  run  of  sea  fish  has  kept  up  this  week,  and  immense 
numbers  of  herling  have  ascended  the  river.  Mr.  W. 
Wallas,  Wigton,  killed  with  brandling  worm  on  Friday, 
tour  large  sea  trout  and  thirty-seven  herling.  Another 
angler  had  thirty,  thirty-three,  and  twenty-seven  at 
three  outings.  Mr.  John  Beel,  the  Buck,  had  thirteen 
herling  on  Tuesday.  Mr.  Eobert  Graham  had  over 
twenty  ; Mr.  Laurie,  Mr.  McGiverin,  Mr.  Hall,  and 
many  others  had  from  a dozen  to  twenty  each.  Mr.  W. 
Wright  killed  with  fly,  this  forenoon,  twenty-seven 
herling.  A few  baskets  of  herling  have  been  had  this 
week  in  the  Esk.  Mr.  Davidson  had  three  sea  trout. 
Mrs.  Tait  had  a nice  basket  of  sea  trout  and  herling  in 
the  Liddle,  and  at  the  “ Loup,”  Mr.  Graham  had  a 
couple  of  sea  trout.  In  the  town  water  Mr.  T.  Morri- 
son had  ten  sea  trout  in  three  days.  Mr.  J.  Bell,  five 
sea  trout,  with  worm,  at  ‘‘The  Gullets,”  and  Mr.  T. 
Irving  killed  a beautiful  fish  of  3Hb.  A number 
of  Carlisle  anglers  have  been  fishing  the  lower 
water’s  of  the  Esk,  and  have  had  good  sport. — 
The  Neth. — Herling  are  now  running  to  the  Nith, 
and  a few  have  been  caught  in  the  stretch  below  the 
Suspension  Bridge.  Higher  irp  river  the  reports  are  not 
sogood.  A rise  in  the  water  would  benefit  the  angling. 
The  Galloway  Eivers. — Sport  has  been  very  quiet 
this  week.  In  the  Dee  at  Kirkcudbright  a number  of 
herling  have  been  cairght,  but  the  sport  is  not  yet  about 
much.  All  the  rivers  have  run  down  again  since  the  rain- 
fall. A good  flood  is  much  wanted  to  scour  out  the  beds 
of  the  streams,  which  are  full  of  decayed  vegetable 
matter. — Heatheebbll. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — It  is  now  quite  apparent  that 
there  are  very  few  fish  in  the  river,  and  what  are  refuse 
to  be  tempted.  For  miles  not  a fish  of  the  salmon  kind 
has  been  caught  for  weeks,  nothing  but  trout  fishing 
after  sundown,  and  nothing  great  then.  The  grilse  net- 
fishing  is  proving  a complete  failure.  However,  three 
were  got  last  week  by  the  rod  ; one  on  the  Aberlour 
House  water,  on  this  day  week,  by  Mr.  Chas.  Findlay  ; 
one,  on  the  same  day,  by  Lord  Westmorland,  on  the  Pxt- 
croy,  water  -.  and  one  as  far  up  as  the  Badenoch  waters. 
These  are  the  first  of  the  season,  and  weighed  each  some 
2Jlb.  A magnificent  fish,  weighing  471b.,  and  measuring 
3ft.  Sin.  in  length  and  32in.  in  girth,  was  caught  by 
the  Duke  of  Kichmond  and  Gordon’s  netsmcn,  at  the 
Tugnet,  Fochabers,  on  Monday.  On  Sunday  rain  fell 
heavily  again,  and  the  river  is  keeping  up  fairly  well. — 
J.  M. 

Tongue  Hotel  Waters  (Tongue,  Sutherland, 
N.'.B). — Mr.  Parker,  London,  fished.  Loch  Craggie  from 
Tongue  Hotel  on  Monday,  and  killed  nine  brown  trout, 
weighing  IJlb.  ; Loch  Na-Hacon,  on  Tuesday,  eight 
trout,  31b.  ; Loch  Craggin,  on  Wednesday,  nine  trout, 
weighing  4rlb.  ; the  Kyle  of  Tongue,  on  Thursday,  four 
sea  trout,  weighing  8jlb.  (heaviest  fish  scaled  31b.) ; the 
Kyle,  on  Friday,  two  sea  trout,  weighing  lib.  and  2ilb. 
respectively  ; and  Loch, Slam,  on  Saturday,  five  brown 
trout.  Eecent  heavy  rains  have  much  improved 
angling  prospects. — J.  Y. 

Tweed,  &c. — The  river  has  been  flo  wing  in  somewhat 
greater  volume  than  for  some  time  past,  but  no  very 
heavy  baskets  have  been  got,  some  ranging  from  31b.  up 
to  (Jib.  have  been  killed  on  both  the  main  streams.  On 
the  Tweed,  angling  near  to  Kelso  Bridge,  Mr.  James 


Chisholme,  bird-stuffer,  Kelso,  had  some  nice  baskets 
since  last  report,  weighing  from  81b.  to  101b.  ; Mr.  James 
Cockburn,  porter,  Shedden  Park-road,  Kelso,  had  one 
dish  of  81b.  of  very  nice  trout.  On  the  same  river,  Mr. 
Eichard  Ormiston'has  had  41b.  and  51b.,  while  Mr.  Jas. 
Eobertson,  two  miles  down  the  river,  had  6Jlb.  On  the 
Leader,  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  W.  K.  Munro,  Eskbank, 
had  l.Tilb.,  and  Mr.  J.  Sanderson,  101b.  (jn  the  Teviot, 
Mr  Aitken  had  51b.,  and  Mr.  Eobert  and  Mr.  James 
Affleck,  Heaton,  had  each  about  the  same  weight  on 
Saturday  last.  On  the  Dumfriesshire  Esk,  Mr.  N.  S. 
May.  Liverpool,  has  recently  had  takes  of  four  and  five 
sea-trout  at  sea  fishing,  and  on  Thursday  afternoon 
fishing  at  the  Willow  Pool  with  the  small  fly,  he  hooked 
a salmon,  and  after  a run  he  succeeded  in  landing  the 
fish,  which  weighed  81b.  The  rivers  in  the  Border  dis- 
tiUt  have  now  (Thursday)  once  more  begun  to  run  in 
small  again.  The  net  salmon  fishing  on  the  Tweed,  and 
at  Berwick,  and  on  the  sea  coast,  have  been  very  unpro- 
ductive during  the  week.  During  last  week  there  was 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  trout  got,  but  salmon  were 
scarce,  and  showed  a considerable  decrease.  Prices— 
Salmon  and  grilse.  Is.  Id.  per  pound  ; and  trout,  lOd.  to 
lid.  per  pound. — Maxwheel. 

Whitadder  (Ellenford).  — July  3,  Mr.  Steed, 
tweiity-one  trout  ; Mr.  Coxon,  Newcastle,  twenty- four  ; 
Mr  Wilson,  twenty-three  : Eev.  J.  Messer  Dunlop, 
Edinburgh,  4ilb.  ; ’Bailie  Dunlop,  Edinburgh,  3ilb.  ; 
Mr.  Alfred  Cameron,  Edinburgh,  21b.  July  4,  Mr. 
Baillie,  Edinburgh,  twenty-six  trout  weighing  S^lb- 
Worm  is  the  principal  lure  at  the  present  time.  E.  J. 
Fenton. 
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noUincay's  Pills. — The  Hour  of  Danger. — Disease  commonly 
comes  on  with  slight  symptoms,  which,  when  neglecteil,  increase 
in  extent,  ami  gratiually  grow  dangerous  a condition  which  be- 
trays the  grossest  remissneES — when  these  Pills,  taken  in  accord- 
ance with  their  accomiiauying  directions,  would  not  only  have 
checked,  hut  conquered  the  incipient  disorder.  Patients  daily  for- 
waid  details  of  the  most  remarkable  and  instructive  cases  in 
which  timely  attention  to  Holloway’s  advice  has  undoubtedly 
saved  them  from  severe  illness.  These  Pills  act  primarily  on  the 
digestive  organs,  which  they  stimulate  when  slow  and  imperfect ; 
and,  secondly,  upon  the  blood,  which  is  thoroughly  puritlad  by 
them,  whence  is  derived  tlic  general  tone  they  impart,  and  their 
power  of  subjugating  hypochondriacism,  dyspepsia,  and  nervous 
complainlB 


Ballinderry.— The  floods  of  Tuesday  last  left  the 
water  highly  discoloured,  and  it  is  only  now  getting 
into  form,  consequently  not  much  was  done  since  last 
report.  The  best  trout  of  the  week  was  one  of  2ilb  , 
killed  by  James  Toss  in  the  Kingemill  tributary  on  the 
worm.  On  Saturday  your  correspondent  killed  five 
trout  and  a 4- lb.  pike  on  the  Ardrea  section,  and  brace  of 
trout  the  following  Monday  on  the  lower  linn,  Coagh. 
One  salmon  was  seen  rising  on  Wednesday  at  the  Bor- 
month.  Some  lake  trout  are  up  from  Lough  Neagh. 

Bann  (Toome  Bridge).— Fishing  on  above  river 
has  been  fair  last  week  ; but  drought  has  again  set  in, 
and  fish  are  shy  in  taking  fly.  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Doagh, 
got  a very  nice  basket  of  trout  on  Saturday.  Plenty 
of  fish  in  river.  If  we  had  more  rain  good  fishing  may 
be  expected.  Pollan  are  plentiful  in  Lough  Neash,  and 
large  quantities  has  been  sent  from  Toome  to  English 
markets  ; also  large  numbers  sold  in  local  markets. 

Z G 

Black-water,  Benburb  (co.  Tyrone).— The  water 
is  yet  “thick.”  Only  a few  trout  were  killed.  Mr. 
Skelton,  among  others,  killed  one  Ijlb.jand  J.  Beattie 
had  one  Ijlb.  on  Saturday  evening.  No  salmon  are  up 
here  yet,  but  it  is  iirobable  that  a few  may  have 
reached  the  lake.  A fine  dog  otter,  weighing  191b.,  was 
trapped  on  Tuesday  evening  last  by  Mr.  J . Mills.  Otters 
are  pretty  plentiful  this  season. 

Carlisle  Arms  Hotel,  Cong.— Friday  last  Ca,pt. 

Cotton  and  Mr.  Shaw  caught  twenty-four  trout  weighing 
‘281b.,  and  two  pike  101b.  on  Lough  Mask.  Monday,  on 
Lough  Corril,  Mr.  O’Donohoe  and  Mr.  O’Malley  got  five 
nice  trout,  about  81b.  ; Tom  Lydon,  four  trout,  101b.— E. 
tJRK  E 

Crossgar  (co.  Down).— Although  rain  was  pretty 
general  tfirough  Ulster  last  week,  it  did  not  fall  here  in 
sufficient  quantities  to  be  of  any  service.  The  river  is 
almost  as  low  as  it  was  two  months  ago.  It  is  pleasing 
to  observe  that  the  flax  crop  is  not  so  extensively 
cultivated  this  season  as  in  former  years,  consequently 
if  the  plague  comes  on  before  the  floods  its  effects  will 
not  be  so  bad.  Eain,  rain,  is  the  cry  throughout  this 
country.— J.  A.  B.  . ^ , , 

Brne. — During  the  early  portion  of  the  past  weelr 
the  weather  was  nice  and  dull,  with  an  occasional 
shower  of  rain,  and  during  that  time  some  capital 
sport  was  obtained,  but,  unfortunately,  towards  the  end 
of  the  week,  and  up  to  the  present  in  this,  the  weather 
has  gone  back  to  the  old  bright,  hot  sunshine,  and 
easterly  winds.  The  most  successful  anglers  for  the 
week  were,  Mr.  E.  Graves,  Mr.  E.  P.  Bates,  Mr.  H, 
Christie,  Mr.  E.  Houlgrave,  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Gabriel, 
and  Mr.  Browne.  Other  anglers  had  a couple  of  fish 
each.  Up  to  the  present  this  season,  there  are  fewer 
large  salmon  in  the  river  than  in  former  years.  The 
waters  in  this  district  are  all  very  low. — M.  Eogan  and 

Lough  Currane  CWaterville,  Co.  Kerry).— Sport 
has  been  good  among  white  trout.  The  best  basket 
recorded  was  one  of  twenty-one  white  trout  obtained  on 
Friday,  by  Mr.  H.  J.  Lester  and  Mr.  Troop.  The  aver- 
age basket  for  the  week  was  about  ten  white  and  five 
sizeable  brown  trout.  A few  peal  have  been  got,  but  no 
salmon.  The  former  are  now  ascending  in  large  numbers. 
Weather  fine,  but  too  bright  at  times  for  successful 
angling.— Thos.  J.  Dennehy. 

Mourne  and  Strull  (Ne-wtonste-wart,  co. 
Tyrone).  The  rain  came  down  in  torrents  on  Tuesday 
evening,  with  the  result  that  the  river  has  received  a 
welcome  supply.  Should  the  rain  continue  there  will  be 
plenty  of  salmon  and  sea-trout  up  immediately.  Last 
week  the  Messrs.  Carter  (father  and  son)  Englisli  anglers, 
stopping  at  the  Abercorn  Arms,  had  good  trouting.  The 
Inspector  of  Irish  Fisheries  has  declined  to  reopen  the 
question  of  extending  the  open  season  on  the  Mourne. 
The  official  mind,  beclouded  with  red  tape,  is  very 
obtuse. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  and  Lakes  (Balliua). — Since  last  report  ve 
have  had  a good  fall  of  rain  which  raised  the  river  to  a 


nice  height.  Salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout  ascended  in 
large  numbers,  and  are  now  in  the  pools  as  fresh  as 
paint.  Mr.  G.  T.  Burke  had  three  grilse  on  Thursimy, 
and  two  on  Friday,  and  several  sea  trout  each  day.  The 
same  day  Mr.  Lodwickhad  one  grilse,  Mr.  E.  Brown  had 
one  and  three  sea  trout,  Mr.  L.  Gallagher  had  one  salmw 
and  one  grilse  and  four  sea  trout.  On  the  3rd,  Mr.  G.  T, 
Burke  had  two  grilse  and  four  sea  trout,  aM  Ito. 
Gallagher  one  grilse  and  six  sea  trout  weighing  81b.  The 
loiio-hs  are  yielding  fair  baskets  of  trout  to  anglers,  and 
amongst  the  most  successful  are  Mr.  F Wiggens,  Mr. 
Salmona,  Mr.  Cutler,  and  Mr.  Lod  wick.  The  latter 
gentleman  had  a trout  of  over  91b.  a few  days  back. 
FrankIHearns.  ,,  -t..  • J. 

Owena,  Ardara  (co.  Donegal).— The  river  yet 
remains  below  its  normal  height,  though  some  ram  tell. 
Sport  is  necessarily  dull.  One  gentleman,  stopping  in 
Nesbitt’s  Arms,  killed  a salmon  and  lost  a couple 
others.  More  rain  is  required  to  put  the  r^er  m ply- 
Hosapenna  Hotel,  Carrigart  (co.  Donegal). 
The  water  attached  to  this  fashionable  place  has  im- 
proved owing  to  the  floods,  but  the  weather  is  a trifle 
warm.  Amongst  those  who  have  Imd  fair  brown  trout 
fishing  were  Mr.  George  Boss,  Dublin;  Mr.  F^.  J. 
Smith,  Dublin;  Mr.  Fair,  Belfast ; Mr  H A.  Law, 
University  College,  Oxford  ; Eev.  A.  (K  Stuart,  Lo^<?n- 
derry  ; and  Mr.  A.  S.  McClelland,  Banbridge  With 
less  warm  weather  and  a little  more  ram  sport  would 
improve  greatly. — J.  A.  B.  , i 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Although 
the  weather  has  been  most  unfavourable  for  sport  this 
week,  yet  the  grilse  fishing  has  surpassed  that  of  last 
week  Indeed,  every  rod  on  the  river,  both  on  tlie 
reserved  and  free  beats,  ha-re  had  unusually  good  sport. 
On  the  preserves  one  English  angler  killed  to  his  own 
rod  on  Friday  last,  June  30,  one  salmon,  I2ilb.,  and  ten 
grilse,  total  weight,  721b.;  since  then  he  has  landed 
several  other  grilse  besides  many  dishes  of  trout.  On 
Mr  W Young  s preserves.  Mr.  A.  B.  Samuelson  killed, 
on  June  29,  five  grilse,  91b.,  81b.  8oz.,  61b.  8oz.,  61b., 
and  41b.  ; on  July  4.  four  grilse,  ilb.,  61h.  I2oz  51b., 
and  31b.  8oz.  ; and  other  days  four  grilse  and  one 
salmon  ; Mr.  Harold,  Mr.  Courage,  and  Capt.  Alexander, 
on  the  preserves,  have  taken  some  six  or  eight  grilse 
this  week;  John  Lyons  and  Richard  Johnson,  fishing 
for  Mr  Courage,  got  two  grilse,  81b.  and  61b. ; June^.^8, 
on  the  free  water,  Thomas  Grimes,  two  grUse,  ilb 
each  ; 29th,  W.  Malone  and  T.  Grimes,  before  breakfast 
on  the  free  water,  four  grilse,  /lb.,  71b.,  61b.,  and  51^b.; 
Tone  30  three  grilse  ; T.  Grimes,  on  the  free  water, 
fZ  gHlse,  81b  ,llb.,  81b.,  51b. ; July  1 W Malone  and 
T Grimes,  on  free  water,  before  breakfast,  four  grilse, 
81b„  71b.,  6Hb.,  and  SHb. ; July  3.  ^r  Gorst,  th^e 
grilse,  on  free  water,  81b.,  81b.,  and  61b.;  ..nd,  W. 
Malone  and  T.  Grimes,  before  breakfast,  on  free  water, 
four  grilse,  SJlb.,  6ilb.,  51b  , and  31b. ; 2nd,  same  rods, 
on  same  water,  before  breakfast,  three  grilse,  81b.  81b., 
and  71b.  - July  4,  same  rods,  on  same  water,  before 
breakfast,  five  grilse,  8Jlb.,  71b.,  71b.,  fijlb.,  and  61b.  ; 
Mr  H B Samuelson,  on  Mr.  W.  Young  s preserves, 
four  grilse;  Col.  Williams,  three  grilse,  81b.,  71b.,  and 
51b  ■ Dr  J Eoyston,  on  the  free  water,  four  grilse  ; 
July’s,  W.  Malone  and  T.  Grimes,  before  breakfast  on 
free  water,  five  grilse,  91b.,  81b  . 71b..  51b.,  and  41b.  The 
following  have  arrived  this  week  from  England  : Dr.  E. 
Gorst,  Huyton,  Liverpool,  Dr.  J.  Eoyston,  Epdney- 
street,  Liverpool,  and  Col.  Williams.  The  following 
have  returned  to  England  : Mr.  O.  Vinter  Mr.  Harold 
IVI.  Courag’c,  atid  Capt.  Alexander.  S.  J.  xIuklet. 


A South  African  correspondent  writes  : “ About  ten 
miles  from  Toiiw’s  River,  north  of  Cape  Town,  on  the 
Kimberley  line,  is  the  Verkeerke  Vlei  (or  lake).  It  has 
an  area  of  1000  acres  of  water.  In  the  Vlei  there  is  a 
constant  supply  of  water,  which  is  swarming  with  w^er- 
fowl  of  all  descriptions.  The  fish  in  the  Vlei,  which 
abound  in  great  quantities,  are  a species  of  mullet  of 
very  good  flavour,  and  the  English  carp,  recently  sup- 
plied by  Mr.  de  Vos,  M.L.A.,  which  are  doing  well. 
The  freshwater  springer,  and  the  yellow  fish  of  the 
Orange  Eiverare  to  be  introduced.  They  would  thrive. 

A TROUT  (says  Blucfc  aud  II  Kite)  is  not  suddenly 
inspired  to  hunger  by  the  spectacle  of  a bleak  passing 
near  him.  When  his  meal  time  comes  on,  it  is  then, 
and  not  before,  that  the  trout  goes  foraging  ; and  then 
is  it  that  the  angler's  chance  arrives.  Not  that  he  may 
not  see  trout  dashing  about  after  bleak  all  round  his 
bait,  and  even  over  his  line,  without  the  least  notice  of 
his  lure  being  taken.  A trout,  be  it  known,  having  once 
fixed  its  eye  upon  a particular  fish,  follows  that  parti- 
cular fish  until  it  obtains  it,  or  it  escapes.  It  will  follow 
its  intended  victim  right  through  a shoal  of  its  fellows 
without  deviating  to  the  right  or  to  the  left.  Conse- 
quently, it  must  be  the  angler’s  constant  hope  that  the 
trout  will  see  his  particular  bait  first.  A trout  does 
not  sell  3 its  prey  and  bear  it  off  in  the  stealthy  way 
adopted  by  the  pike.  There  is  a plunge,  a dash,  and  a 
tug,  and  either  you  are  fast  or  you  are  not.  If  yon 
attempt  to  strike  in  the  way  that  must  be  proper  m the 
ease  of  the  pike,  the  betting  would  be  overwhelmingly 
against  your  being  fast. 


Mothers  of  Boys,  who  wouhi  like  their  sons  to  get  together, 
without  expense  and  at  little  trouble,  a Library  ot  sterling  Jtooks 
of  Adventure  for  Boys,  by  the  Best  Writers,  including  O.  A. 
Uenty,  Jules  Verne,  H.  JI.  Stanley,  Sir  W.  F.  Butler,  W.  H.  G. 
Kingston.  &c„  should  write  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston, 
and  Company,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane.  London, 
for  particulars  of  the  --New  Library  Scheme,"  in  connection 
with  their  Illustrated  Weekly  Penny  Paper,  Hoys.  N.  B.— Posteard 
will  do,  hut  kindly  give  full  address  and  mention  Boys  Library 
ycheme. 
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SCOTCH  FISHERIES. 
SALMON,  GRILSE,  AND  SEA-TROUT. 
MIDSUMMER  ANGLING  RESORTS. 


By  W.  Muedoch. 


I VERY  much  fear  that  July  of  this  year  is  to 
pass  hy  without  the  grilse  and  salmon  angling 
proving  of  much  account  on  a great  many  of 
those  river  fisheries  in  Scotland  that  tourist 
anglers,  and  others  on  angling  bent,  may  avail 
themselves  of  trying.  A wet  midsummer  brings 
about  the  best  angling  of  this  sort  that  the 
individual  streams  are  capable  of  affording  in 
July;  and  the  greater  the  head  of  fish  forward, 
the  more  gratifying,  as  a rule,  the  sport  is  found 
to  prove.  Up  to  the  time  I write  (the  beginning 
of  the  present  week)  there  has  not,  that  I have 
heard  of,  been  a strong  run  for  the  month  of 
the  Salmo  salar  and  its  adolescent,  the  grilse, 
into  any  of  the  rivers  whereof,  in  connection  with 
hotels  or  otherwise,  there  is  angling — on  reaches 
tnat  are  free,  nominally  free,  or  obtainable  for 
short  periods  at  a moderate  figure — to  afford  such 
as  I designate  the  tourist  angler  the  opportunity 
lof  a battle  royal  with  the  monarch  of  the  stream. 
I Hitherto  the  weather  has  been  drier  than  it 
» usually  proves  during  the  first  half  of  July.  In 


not  a single  river  has  there  yet  this  summer  been 
more  than  one  good  spate,  while,  in  the  case  of  a 
great  many,  a mere  freshening  of  the  water  is  all 
that  has  been  experienced.  The  effect  of  the 
long,  almost  unprecedentedly  long,  period  of 
drought  tor  the  earlier  half  of  the  year  is  still 
being  felt,  more  by  anglers  than  any  other  class, 
for  the  earth  having  been  rendered  so  terribly 
dry  by  the  drought  and  heat,  it  is  even  yet  not 
half  so  well  stored  with  moisture  from  the  rain 
that  has  fallen  as  it  usually  is  abjut  mid- July. 
Add  to  this,  that  vegetation  and  crops  are  now 
forward  to  that  stage  when  they  require  most 
moisture,  and  sap  the  earth  most,  and  it  can 
easily  bo  understood,  even  by  those  far  removed 
from  the  scenes,  why  the  rivers  are  still  in  no 
better  volume  from  the  rain  that  has  fallen,  and 
is  continuing  to  fall,  over  tracts  of  country,  in 
the  nature  principally  of  thunder-showers  and  of 
“ local  drenchers.” 

Since  the  dry  spell  broke,  or  the  end  of  the 
drought”  (as  the  newspapers  put  it)  came  about, 
we  have  had  no  heavy  and  continuous  fall  of  rain 
over  the  whole  country  at  one  and  the  same  time. 
Some  weeks  ago  the  rivers  of  the  east  coast,  from 
the  Esks  of  Forfarshire  in  the  south  to  as  far 
north  as  the  Cromarty  Firth,  were  put  into  spate 
volume,  from  heavy  to  medium,  by  rain  in  their 
watersheds,  of  from  a day  to  two  days’  duration. 
But  although  farther  south  and  in  the  Border 
and  Solway  districts  rain  fell  about  the  same 
time,  and  did  move  the  rivers  a bit,  it  yet  was  not 
heavy  enough  in  any  single  instance  to  cause  a 
big  spate.  All  the  array  of  rivers  of  the  west 
coast  and  in  the  “ far  north  ” were  not  the  least 
affected  about  the  time  indicated.  In  none  of  the 
districts  included  in  the  great  area  which  these 
occupy  was  there  until  lately  anything  more  than 
occasional  flying  showers  amongst  the  hills.  In 
the  end  of  last  week,  however,  there  were  heavy 
falls  of  rain,  which  put  into  fairish  spate  a lot  of 
the  “far  north”  rivers  and  not  a few  of  those  of 
the  western  seaboard.  East-coast  rivers  north  of 
the  Ness  and  south  of  the  Esks  also  increased  in 
some  instances  very  considerably  in  volume  at  the 
same  time.  But,  as  I have  remarked,  not  one 
single  Scotch  river  has  yet  this  summer  had  more 
than  one  rattling  good  flood  in  it,  and  this  I am 
bound  to  state  plainly  (in  order  that  anglers  may 
not  be  misled)  is  not  enough  to  put — will  not,  in 
fact,  in  summer,  after  a long  spell  of  drought,  put 
the  water  into  half  right  angling  ply.  Every 
river  in  Scotland  will,  before  it  can  fish  really 
well  this  summer,  require  to  be  twice  flooded 
to  good  summer  flood  height,  or  else  have  one 
big  spate  with  another  inferior  in  magnitude 
following  hard  on — the  latter  to  clear  out  the 
whole  of  the  peaty-water  and  peat  and  iron  ore 
sediment  attendant  on  the  running  down  of  the 
first.  Let  but  two  such  floods  come  and  go,  and 
the  water  afterwards  keep  sufliciently  well  up, 
then  I believe  the  angler  should  have  chances  of 
sport,  more  or  less  good,  with  salmon  or  grilse,  or 
both,  on  the  fisheries  to  be  named,  during  what 
still  remains  of  the  present  month.  Everything 
right,  it  is  not  yet  too  far  on  for  some 
summer-season  sport  being  got  on  most  of 
them. 

The  Taynuilt  section  of  the  River  Awe,  Argyll- 
shire, is  rented  by  the  hotel  keeper  at  Taynuilt, 
to  give  angling  to  his  piscatorially-inclined 
visitors.  The  stretch  of  river,  which  is  con- 
siderable, extends  from  the  railway  bridge  down- 
ward, and  is  fished  from  the  left  bank  only. 
Anglers  often  get  fine  sport  with  sea-trout  in  the 
“ Red  Brae  ” cast  and  other  casts  lower  down. 
There  are  lots  of  nice-looking  salmon  pools  and 
streams,  but  it  takes  the  most  skilful  angler  all 
his  time  to  fish  some  of  them  properly  on  account 
of  high  rocky  banks,  clothed  with  shrub,  rising 
so  sheer  and  close  behind.  The  best  yielding,  and, 
to  my  mind,  the  most  pleasant  and  easy  to  fish 
cast  is  the  “ Stepping  Stones.”  Heavy  fish  are 
got  in  this  section  of  the  river  ; and,  because 
they  come  soonest  after  the  Sunday  slap,  Monday 
and  Tuesday  are  held  to  be  the  best  days  for 
sport  when  the  water  is  in  fettle.  Farther  inland, 
there  is  angling  to  be  had  at  Dalmally  and  Inver- 
oran,  on  the  River  Orchy.  At  each  of  these 
places  the  hotel  keeper  has  a reach  of  river 
whereon  his  guests  can  ply  the  rod  to  their  hearts’ 
content.  Few  of  the  fish  got  on  the  Inveroran 
stretch  are  quite  fresh  run,  but  on  the  Dalmally 
reach  there  is  the  chance,  when  the  water  is  in 
fettle,  of  a salmon  or  grilse  being  got  that  has 


just  come  up  out  of  Loch  Awe,  and  that  had  but 
a few  days  before  pushed  up  the  short  River 
Awe. 

At  Edzell,  on  the  River  North  Esk,  there  is  a 
two  mile  sketch  of  salmon  fishing  from  the  left 
bank,  in  connection  with  the  Panmure  Arms 
Hotel.  Salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-trout,  all  run'the 
North  Esk  in  summer  when  they  can  get.  With 
the  water  in  order,  the  casts  on  the  fishery  in 
(piestion  that  jiresent  the  best  chance  are  the 
Neck  of  Lyn-martin,  the  Sneck,  the  Bulwark, 
and  the  tof)  of  the  Arn. 

On  the  Kenmore  Hotel  section  of  the  River 
Lyon,  toll  may  be  taken  of  some  of  the  fish  about 
this  time  of  the  year,  when,  with  the  waters 
suitable  for  ascent,  they  are  pushing  on  their 
way  to  the  upper  waters.  The  same  remark 
applies  to  the  (Jrathes  Gastle  water  of  the  Dee — 
a stretch  of  four  and  a half  miles  fished  from  the 
left  bank — which  is  rented  by  Mr.  Mann,  of  the 
Grand  Hotel,  Aberdeen.  For  this  fishery  Mon- 
day and  Tuesday  are  the  best  days  of  the  week, 
and  the  angler  on  it  has  more  chance  of  sea-trout 
and  grilse  than  of  salmon.  To  get  the  most  sport 
agoing,  he  should  push  the  fishing  hardest  in  the 
forenoon  and  again  in  the  evening — in  fact,  until 
quite  dark.  This  advice  is  also  given  to  those 
who  fish  the  lovely  and  extensive  reach  of  water, 
flowing  through  the  choicest  of  Highland  scenery, 
connected  with  the  Invercanld  Arms  Hotel  at 
Ballater.  On  this  fishery  no  day  is  better  than 
another,  everything  else  being  equal. 

On  the  Deveron,  .at  Huntly,  there  are  several 
miles  of  river  gifted  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
and  Gordon,  whereon  in  a good  year  there  is  sport 
to  be  had  with  grilse  during  the  month  of  July. 
The  Deveron  is  famous  for  its  yellow  trout ; and 
on  the  fishery  in  question  sport  ought  to  be  much 
better  than  heretofore,  since  now  it  is  well  looked 
after  by  a vigilant,  strong,  and  influential  protec- 
tion association. 

Mr.  Macdonald,  of  the  Grant  Arms,  Grantown, 
rents,  to  afford  his  angling  visitors  the  opportu- 
nity of  pursuing  their  favourite  pastime,  a capital 
stretch  of  the  Countess  of  Seafield’s  Castle  Grant 
salmon  fishery  of  the  Spey.  During  July  and 
early  in  August  the  summer  fishing  is  best.  It 
is  chiefly  for  grilse  which,  when  the  river  is  what 
is  called  a ‘‘  float  water,”  run  quickly  forward 
to  the  higher  reaches.  Much  lower  down,  at 
Craigellachie,  there  is  a small  but  goodish  bit  of 
water  connected  with  Craigellachie  Hotel.  Here- 
abouts, angling  for  sea-trout  is  often  in  July 
good  in  the  evenings  from  a little  before  sunset 
until  quite  dark.  On  the  Duke  of  Richmond’s 
Gordon  Castle  water  permits  are  granted  by  Mr. 
Weclderspoon,  the  Commissioner,  and  Mr.  Aitken, 
the  Factor,  to  fish  for  trout  and  sea-trout  during 
the  summer  months.  Very  frequently  the  sport 
obtained  is  splendid. 

Within  the  area  I have  just  gone  over  occur 
the  following  sea-trout  fisheries  which,  in  respect 
of  their  strictly  summer  fishing,  fish  best  in  .July 
as  a rule  : the  lower  reaches  and  tideway  of  the 
South  Esk,  the  same  of  the  North  Esk,  the 
nether  w'aters  of  the  Bervie,  the  estuary  of  the 
Ythan,  and  the  lower  lengths  of  the  Ugie  and 
Lossie. 

Next  week  I hope  to  refer,  in  somewhat  the 
same  manner  as  above,  to  the  Strathpeffer  hotels’ 
fisheries  of  the  Conon  and  Blackwater ; the  sea- 
trout  angling  of  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland;  the 
Balnagown  Hotel  salmon  and  grilse  fishery  at 
Ardgay ; the  sea-trout  angling  of  the  tideways  of 
Fleet  and  Brora;  the  Melvich  and  Forsinard 
hotels’  salmon  and  grilse  angling  of  the  Halla- 
dale  ; the  sea-ti’out  tidal  angling  of  the  Naver,  of 
the  Kyle  of  Tongue,  of  the  Kyle  of  Durness,  and 
of  the  River  Dionard ; the  sea-trout  angling  of 
Loch  Sandwood,  and  the  Loch  Garbet-beg  and 
Inchard  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-trout  angling  at 
Rhiconich;  the  Duartmore  river  and  loch  salmon, 
gril«p,  and  sea-trout  angling  at  Scourie ; the  Inver 
and  Kirkaig  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-trout  angling 
in  connection  with  the  Loch  Inver  hotels  ; the 
Loch  Assynt  and  River  Loanan  angling  of  the 
same  sort  at  Inchnadamph,  and  the  sea-trout 
angling  on  Loch  Maree — the  largest,  and,  in 
point  of  scenery,  probably  the  grandest  and  most 
picturesque  of  northern  Highland  lochs. 


A WELL  proportioned  grey  trout,  weighing  2. Ub., 
was  caught  in  a pool  near  Low  Gelt  Bridge  by  a 
Brampton  youth  oil  Tuesday  night. 
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Our  Aberdeen  correspondent  reports  that:  “The 
coining  on  of  the  summer  fish  has  not  improved 
very  much  of  late.  The  sea  has  often  been  nasty, 
proving  greatly  against  operations  in  the  shallow 
water,  especially  of  the  Don  district  fishings. 
Being  mostly  from  east  and  south-east  the  wind 
has  not  suited  well.  For  the  Dee  district,  river 
and  coast,  it  has  proved  too  strong,  yet  the 
fishing  has  improved  a little  in  these  waters, 
though  grilse  have  not  come  on  in  numbers  up  to 
expectation.  Some  days  the  salmon  average  from 
12lb.  to  1.51b.  weight ; other  days  a good  deal  less 
from  lots  of  small  ones  being  amongst  them. 
Plenty  are  now  of  weights  from  20lb.  to  301b. 
apiece.  Genei-ally  speaking  the  coast  fishing  is 
doing  better  than  the  rivers,  but  both  would  no 
doubt  show  great  improvement  if  we  had  better 
airted  winds,  and  not  so  much  nasty  sea  fog.  I 
do  not  think  that  on  the  north-eastern  coast, 
between  Banff  and  Stonehaven,  there  is  meantime 
a very  great  head  of  fish  close  in.  If  there  were, 
the  fishing  results  would  be  better.  Rain  might 
not  do  much  good  to  the  sea-fishing  now,  hut  if 
it  came  heavy  enough  it  probably  might  help  the 
river  fishing  a hit.  Grilse  do  not  promise  very 
well  in  respect  of  quality,  there  being  a great 
many  lean  ones  amongst  them,  which  is  not 
regarded  as  a good  omen  at  this  time  of  the 
season.  This  notwithstanding,  they  may  im]jrove 
in  quality  and  come  on  in  better  numbers  in  the 
course  of  the  next  ten  days  or  a fortnight.  Few 
in  the  Aberdeen  district  reach  61h.  yet,  and  the 
general  weight  does  not  go  more  than  3,Ub.  I am  of 
opinion  that  the  flush  of  the  sea-trout  fishing  is  over, 
hut  already  this  fishing  has  proved  a splendid 
one,  and  so  would  stand  a fair  average,  even 
though  little  more  should  he  done.  What  sea- 
trout  are  now  being  got  are  a very  good  size.  I 
have  seen  several  hybrid  fish  lately — two  of  121b. 
and  141b.  respectively — that  were  got  in  this 
district.  Most  of  such  fish  are  hull-trout  and 
salmon  “ crosses.”  This  year’s  summer  fishing,  as 
compared  with  the  average  of  recent  years,  is,  for 
the  whole  of  the  east  and  north-east  coasts  fishings, 
still  a good  hit  behind  up  to  date.  About  Dum- 
beath  and  Thurso  the  fishing  has  done  quite  as 
well  as  usual,  and  on  the  Mearns  coast  it  has 
shown  considerable  improvement  lately ; but  at 
quite  a lot  of  stations  of  the  Moray,  Dornoch, 
Beauty,  and  Cromarty  Firths,  and  down,  south 
from  the  Esks.  there  is  still  a great  leeway  to  be 
made  up.”  

Colin  Gunn,  of  the  Brora,  says:  “We  have 
had  nought  at  all  of  the  rain  you  write  about,  and 
presently  we  are  simply  dried  up.  No  one  about 
here  ever  saw  the  Brora  so  low.  The  springs  and 
wells  connected  with  the  houses  have  almost  all 
failed  us.  On  Saturday  we  heard  a deal  of 
thunder,  hut  it  was  far  off,  and  only  gave  us  an 
hour  of  small  rain.  We  could  well  do  with 
twelve  hours  of  a constant  pour,  nearly  as  heavy 
as  a waterspout.  Not  a single  salmon  or  grilse 
has  been  killed  here  for  six  weeks,  and  we  never 
try  now.  Matters  are  desperately  flat,  man ! 
I wish  Archie  could  get  another  big  otter  or 
something  out  of  the  common  to  keep  the  stone 
rolling.”  


Johnnie  Sutherland,  of  Durness,  writes  : 
“ The  sport  on  the  Kyle  was  bad  the  week  before 
last ; this  week  it  has  been  a little  better.  The 
Doinard  river  and  loch  have  done  nothing  this 
year  yet ; and  this  is  most  astonishing,  consider- 
ing that  July  always  proves  the  best  month  of  the 
year  for  them.  It  is  believed  that  the  fish  have 
not  i-un  up  out  of  the  Kyle ; at  least,  Mackay 
Campbell,  of  the  Gualin,  the  Dionard  keeper, 
said  last  Saturday  ‘ There  are  no  fish  up  yet.’ 
The  Kyle  is  full  of  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-trout, 
which  we  constantly  see  jumping  over  our  lines, 
hut  not  one  of  the  grilse  or  salmon  will  take.  The 
other  day  a Cape  Wrath  shepherd  told  me  that 
the  sea-trout  were  coming  up  to  the  back  of  the 
bar  and  staying  there  until  high  water.  On  the 
strength  of  this  information  1 went  over  there 
yesterday  with  Di-.  Taylor,  and  came  home  with 
an  excellent  basket  of  fish  ; hut  we  worked  hard. 
A gale  of  wind  sprung  up,  and  some  of  the  boats 
had  to  run  ashore.  We,  however,  weathered  it 
out  all  the  time,  and  wei'e  repaid  for  it.  There 


will  be  spring  tides  this  week,  and  there  is  great 
need  for  them.  It  looks  as  if  we  will  do  well  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  Kyle  this  week  if  the 
weather  keeps  calm.  The  baskets  of  sea- trout  for 
the  last  four  days  were:  Sir  William  Fielding, 
Scarborough,  two  days  out,  twenty-four  trout, 
35Db. ; Dr.  Everley  Taylor,  Scarborough,  two 
days  out,  thirty  trout,  561b. ; Dr.  Cuff,  Scar- 
borough, two  days  out,  fourteen  trout,  291b. ; Mr. 
Crossby,  three  days  out,  thirty-six  trout,  71^1b.” 

The  Seoisman  says  that  the  success  which  has 
attended  the  herring  fishing  at  some  of  the 
principal  east  coast  stations  is  quite  unusual  at 
this  early  period  of  the  season.  The  great  shoals 
of  fish  which  in  recent  weeks  were  off  the  north 
isles  have  taken  their  course  down  the  east  coast, 
but  from  thirty  to  fifty  miles  off.  There  the 
boats  have  struck  them,  and  night  after  night 
during  last  week  immense  hauls  were  brought 
into  Peterhead,  Fraserburgh,  and  other  ports. 
Not  only  are  the  fish  being  got  in  large  quantity, 
hut  the  quality  is  superior  to  what  is  usually  seen 
in  the  beginning  of  July.  The  white  fishing,  at 
ports  where  it  is  being  prosecuted,  has  also  been 
fairly  successful,  and  prices  have  been  well  main- 
tained. The  salmon  fishings,  alike  on  the  rivers 
and  on  the  coasts,  have  slightly  improved,  and 
takes  are  now  of  more  encouraging  weight. 


Next  to  nothing  amongst  salmon  and  grilse 
has  been  done  during  the  week  on  Findhorn, 
Spey,  and  Deveron.  Conditions  have  got  so 
wretchedly  discouraging  that  very  few  anglers 
are  now  trying  their  skill.  At  present  there  is 
no  angling  on  Tay  and  none  on  Tweed  for  anything 
better  than  trooties  in  the  salmon  angling  reaches. 
The  Dee,  too,  is  fishing  unprecedentedly  ill,  and 
this  even  on  its  best  summer  reaches,  for  which 
the  earlier  part  of  July  which  from  experience 
anglers  all  along  the  river  reckon  equally  as  good 
an  angling  fortnight  as  there  is  in  summer. 


A FRIEND  writes  me  from  Lord  Abinger’s 
celebrated  river,  the  Lochy-Spean:  “There  is 
still  no  water  here — at  least,  not  enough  to  make 
the  fishing  anything.  If  we  have  no  angling  we 
have  plenty  of  thunder  ; it  bellowed  all  round 
here  terrifically  on  Friday  evening  and  Saturday, 
but  only  a wee  drcqipie  of  rain  fell.  To-daj^  (Mon- 
day) as  I write  it  is  thundering  heavily,  and 
there  is  a better  appearance  of  rain.  The  show 
of  fish  on  the  coast  has  become  much  better  of 
late,  hence  we  may  expect  a grand  run  of  them 
into  the  rivers  whenever  the  rain  does  come.  No 
party  on  any  of  the  beats  did  much  last  week. 
We  had  a fish  every  day,  but  that  was  the 
utmost  we  could  make  of  it.” 


A “ Reay  Forester  ” writes  me  : “ You  hope  I 
am  in  good  form ; how  could  I be  so  with  the 
Laxford  river  all  but  dry  ? In  the  same  state  it 
has  been  ever  since  the  month  of  March.  The 
fish  may  attempt,  but  none  of  any  size  can  ascend. 
Captain  and  Mr.  Egerton  fished  the  last  ten 
days,  but  with  such  water  it  was  not  expected 
they  could  do  much.  However,  the  river  did 
yield  them  a few  grilse,  which  was  a real  wonder. 
On  Loch  Stack  they  got  some  fine  baskets  of  sea- 
trout,  tbe  largest  of  the  trout  weighing  41b.  and 
4|lb.,  or  thereabouts.  On  Loch  Stack  some  of  the 
anglers  from  the  other  end  are  making  fine 
baskets  of  large-sized  sea-trout.” 


For  the  past  week  the  salmon  caught  in  most 
districts  of  the  Scottish  sea-coast  have  averaged 
from  121b.  to  131b.,  but  now  there  are  coming  on 
the  very  large  fish  which  are  so  plentiful  in  the 
autumn  months.  From  every  district  between 
the  mouth  of  the  Findhorn  in  the  north  and  the 
mouth  of  the  Tweed  in  the  south,  there  have 
recently  been  caught  salmon  of  401b.  weight. 
For  the  week,  however,  no  fish  of  501b.,  that  I 
have  heard  of,  was  “ run  in,”  although  several 
were  got  of  451b.,  and  of  a pound  or  two  more  or 
less  weight.  

My  record,  from  information  received,  of 
Salmo  ferox  captures  for  the  week  'oy  anglers  on 
Scotch  lochs  is  this  time  as  follows  : “ On  Loch 
Shin,  two,  of  8|^lb.  and  bjlb. ; on  Loch  Ericht,  one 
of  71b. ; on  Loch  Meaddie,  two,  of  5^1b.  and  41b. ; 
on  Loch  Baddinamoult,  one  of  61b. ; on  Loch 
Garry,  one  of  71b. ; on  Loch  Ericht,  one  of  81b. ; 
on  Loch  Rannoch,  one  of  9^1b. 


The  Annan  water  bailiffs  made  an  extraordi- 
nary capture  of  alleged  poachers  in  the  Solway  at 
Annan  last  Saturday.  Three  had  the  pluck  to 
tackle  and  capture  ten  with  nearly  four  hundred 
salmon  trout,  locally  known  as  herling.  Five 
fishing  boats  were  also  seized,  along  with  nearly 
800  yards  of  herring  nets,  and  other  600  yards  of 
sparling  nets.  The  capture  is  the  most  important 
ever  made  in  the  Solway.  The  alleged  poachers 
are  all  well  known  to  the  police.  As  the  fish  and 
nets  were  conveyed  to  the  county  police  at  Annan 
by  Sergeant  Jardine  immense  interest  was  taken 
in  the  affair.  The  nets  seized  are  all  small 
meshed,  and  capable  of  hanging  small  trout  from 
jlb.  to  11b.  The  men  were  liberated,  after  being 
charged  with  the  offence  by  the  police. 


On  Saturday  a sturgeon,  measuring  7|ft.  in 
length,  was  captured  in  the  Beauly  Firth,  opposite 
Redcastle.  It  is  conjectured  that  this  huge 
specimen,  in  the  pursuit  of  the  salmon,  had 
followed  them  up  the  Firth.  It  was  caught  in 
one  of  the  salmon  nets. 


A correspondent  writes  me:  “Until  Aug.  1 
the  Ben  Wyvis  Hotel,  at  Strathpeffer,  has  the 
lower  half  of  the  Blackwater  below  Contin  Bridge 
— on  this  part  thei’e  are  in  all  some  seven  pools, 
the  best  being,  I believe,  the  Bridge  and  Junction 
pools.  For  grilse  this  is  one  of  the  finest  parts 
of  the  river,  which  is  admittedly  one  of  the  very 
best  salmon  rivers  in  the  Highlands.  After 
Aug.  1 the  hotel  has  the  upper  half  of  the  river, 
from  Contin  Bridge  to  the  ‘ Palls,’  this  in  i 
addition  to  the  lower  half.  There  are  over  a ; 
dozen  good  pools  on  this  section,  the  most  noted 
being  the  Rogie  or  Fall  pool,  the  Flat,  Step, 
Preserve,  and  Long  pools.  I believe  I am  correct 
in  saying  that  no  other  hotel  has  any  right  of 
fishing  on  the  Blackwater  this  season.  Visitors 
to  the  Ben  Wyvis  enjoy  this  privilege  free.” 


A PEW  grilse  are  being  get  on  the  Aberlour 
water  of  the  River  Spey ; but  although  they 
appear  in  fair  quantities,  they  are  difficult  to  get, 
owing  to  the  low  state  of  the  water  at  present. 

On  Loch  Leven,  Mr.  Smeaton,  Dundee,  had  a 
basket  of  sixteen  trout,  weighing  I91b.  4oz.,  one 
day  last  week.  One  fish,  scaling  31b.  2oz.,  is  the 
heaviest  caught  this  season. 


McBouncer  writeth:  “During  the  past  week 
the  Press  has  been  almost  overloaded  with 
accounts  of  rejoicings  held  all  over  the  south  on 
account  of  the  royal  marriage.  It  may  be  a 
little  refreshing  to  know  that  the  auspicious 
event  has  not  been  allowed  to  pass  unobserved 
even  in  the  wilds  of  Sutherland.  At  Overscaig 
Hotel,  situated  in  the  lonely^  centre  of  that 
remote  county,  the  angling  visitors  got  up  a 
demonstration  in  honour  of  the  event,  which 
turned  out  a complete  success.  In  the  afternoon 
of  the  wedding  day  outdoor  sports  were  held, 
including  tug  of  war,  races,  and  other  athletic 
exercises,  and  later  on  the  gillies  and  other  friends 
were  entertained  to  a ball,  which  was  kept  up 
w'ith  great  spirit  to  the  martial  strains  of  the 
bagpipes  until  the  small  hours  of  Friday  morning. 
The  anglers  mixed  freely  in  the  dance,  and  all 
appeared  to  thoroughly  enjoy  themselves.  Among 
the  company  it  may  be  mentioned  were  Mr. 
Wotherspoon  (London),  Capt.  Murchison  (Ar- 
broath), Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wigram,  Mr.  Wigram, 
jun..  Rev.  Canon  Snell,  Mr.  Dudley- Y'orke,  Mr. 
Leslie- Jones,  Messrs.  Worsley-Taylor,  Mr.  Mackay, 
hotel  keeper,  and  party,  besides  gillies  and  others. 
Tbe  royal  couple’s  health  was  enthusiastically 
pledged  with  Highland  honours.” 

G.  M.  M.,  Deeside,  writes:  “The  amount  of 
sport  being  got  on  the  Dee  is  truly  disappointing ; 
the  number  of  anglers  essaying  for  such  doubly 
so.  For  the  credit  of  July,  usually  the  best  month 
for  grilse,  it  is  devoutly  to  be  wished  that  this 
state  of  matters  may  suddenly  come  to  an  end. 
The  show  of  fish  at  the  Linn  O’Dee  requires  to  be 
seen  to  be  realised  in  the  least  degree.  Thousands 
is  a meagre  enumeration  for  them.  Their 
attempts  at  the  falls  daily  afford  infinite  amuse- 
ment to  the  increasing  crowd  of  visitors  to  this 
sanatorium  of  the  north.  Last  week  Mr.  H.  Lee 
Warner  had  four  salmon  on  the  Invercauld  Hotel 
water  at  Ballater,  scaling  from  61b.  to  121b.  This 
was  the  best  basket  of  the  week.  There  has  been 
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too  much  thunder  about  for  decent  sport.  The 
Feugh  (the  Dee’s  best  tributary)  has  been 
yielding  grand  baskets  of  sea-trout  between 
Whitestone  Inn  and  the  Falls.  Anglers  visiting 
Deeside,  and  on  the  look-out  for  a casual  day’s 
fishing  either  on  river  or  loch,  might  do  worse 
than  make  Profeit’s  House  at  Dinnet  their  head- 
quarters. Plenty  of  fishing  may  be  had  all  round 
for  the  asking.  The  Udny  Arms  Hotel  on  the 
famous  sea-trout  stream  (the  Ythan)  has  recently 
been  enlarged.” 

Foe  the  salmon  and  grilse  angling  in  Scotland 
in  summer,  spoken  of  in  an  all-over  sense.  July 
is  unquestionably  the  best  month  ; but  as  far  as 
it  has  gone  this  year,  the  angling  on  the  rivers, 
taken  as  a whole,  has  been  an  absolute  failure. 
On  a few  not  a single  salmon  or  grilse  has  been 
got ; on  a good  many  only  a drappit  fish  or  two, 
while  on  not  a single  one  have  results  been  up  to 
the  usual  merit  for  the  first  half  of  July. 


NOTES  ON  TROUT-FISHING  IN  THE 
LAKES  OF  NORTH  WALES. 


By  Ram  ELBE. 


In  a former  article  I endeavoured  to  give  a 
short  description  of  some  of  the  lakes  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Bettws-y-Coed,  and  an  idea  of 
the  sport  they  afford.  I now  propose  to  do  the 
same  of  a few  of  those  that  can  be  reached  more 
conveniently  from  Capel  Curig,  all  of  which  I 
have  flogged  at  various  times  during  the  last  ten 
fishing  seasons.  The  fishing  in  some  of  these 
lakes  is  free,  and  in  the  others  it  is  available 
during  the  whole  season  on  payment  of  the  sura 
of  3s.  The  lakes  where  this  nominal  tribute  is 
made  for  the  fishing  are  on  the  Gwydir  Estate, 
and  the  3s.  ticket  also  grants  permission  to  angle 
in  the  greater  part  of  the  Llugwy,  and  most  of  the 
smaller  streams  on  the  property.  Again,  let  me 
remind  anyone  who  takes  the  trouble  to  peruse 
these  notes  that  fine  trout-fishing  will  not  be 
found  in  any  of  the  lakes  described  in  them. 
Really  good  fishing  where  the  water  is  open  to 
the  public  is  very  hard  to  obtain  nowadays,  and 
anglers  who  are  content  with  moderate  sport,  and 
enjoy  walking  and  the  beauties  of  nature, 
might  do  worse  than  to  pitch  their  tents  at 
Capel  Curig. 

We  will  first  take  the  two  lakes  at  Capel  Curig 
itself.  They  are  generally  known  as  the  Capel 
Curig  lakes,  though  there  is  a long  Welsh  name 
to  them  whieh  has  slipped  my  memory.  The  two 
lakes  are  very  near  together,  and  lie  in  front  of 
the  Capel  Curig  Hotel,  and  close  to  the  Llanberis 
coach  road.  They  are  each  about  a mile  long, 
and  vary  in  breadth  from  100  to  400  yards. 
There  are  lots  of  trout  in  both  of  them,  averaging 
four  or  five  to  the  pound.  On  a good  day  a few 
half-pounders  will  help  to  swell  the  basket,  and 
fish  of  over  a pound  are  sometimes  taken.  The 
best  fishing  is  in  April  and  May,  and  during 
these  months  a good  angler  can  often  take  out 
two  dozen  trout  in  a day.  Later  on,  the  fishing 
is  very  uncertain  in  the  daytime,  and  during  the 
summer  months  the  best  chance  of  success  is  in 
the  evening.  If  there  is  a breeze  sport  is  some- 
times pretty  lively  about  sunset.  I hardly  know 
anything  more  picturesque  than  the  view  from 
the  Capel  Curig  lakes  on  a fine  summer 
evening,  and,  should  the  trout  not  be  in  a 
rising  humour,  the  eye  will  never  tire  of  resting 
on  the  peaks  of  Snowdon  and  the  rocky  sides  and 
summits  of  the  Clyddirs,  or  nearer  at  hand  the 
massive  form  of  Moel  Siabod  with  its  grassy 
slopes,  presenting  a vivid  contrast  to  the  bare  and 
rugged  mountains  of  the  Snowdonian  range  on 
the  opposite  side.  Nearer  still  may  be  seen  the 
farmhouses  and  cottages  of  the  hamlet,  and  the 
hotel  nestling  amidst  a clump  of  fir  trees. 

Perhaps  along  the  water’s  edge  a group  of 
cows  are  slowly  wending  their  way ; no  longer 
troubled  by  the  flies  now  that  the  heat  of  the  day 
is  over,  they  present  a pleasing  picture  of  quiet 
contentment,  amidst  the  beauties  of  the  lakes  and 
mountains.  The  lordly  heron  is  not  an  infre- 
quent visitor  to  the  shores  of  the  lakes,  and  his 
evening  meal  being  finished,  announces  his  depar- 
ture with  a loud  flapping  of  his  huge  outstretched 
pinions.  Presently  a pair  of  wild  duck  flit  rapidly 
across  the  water,  and  as  the  twilight  begins  to 


fade  the  bat  passes  to  and  fro  with  his  noiseless 
flight,  whilst  from  a distant  copse  the  hoot  of  the 
owl  is  heard.  The  outlines  of  tie  mountains 
grow  less  and  less  distinct  a.s  night  steals  on,  and 
casts  her  mantle  o’er  the  peaceful  scene.  How- 
ever, I must  linger  no  longer  with  the  attractions 
outside  the  lakes,  but  return  to  the  sub]ect  of 
the  trout  within  them,  and  the  more  prosaic 
matters  relating  to  their  capture.  The  best  flies 
in  April  and  May  are  the  March  Brown,  Red 
Spinner,  Claret  and  Crouse,  Teal  and  Creen,  and 
Red  and  Mallard.  Later  on  the  Alder,  Coch-y- 
bondhu.  Partridge  and  Brown,  and  Black  Cnat  are 
all  good.  For  evening  fishing  the  Coachman  and 
White  Moth  are  as  effective  as  anything.  Medium- 
sized hooks  should  be  used  for  these  lakes.  If 
there  is  very  little  breeze  a small  Quill  Cnat  is 
often  the  only  thing  that  will  tempt  the  fish,  and 
the  more  the  art  of  dry  fly-fishing  can  be  prac- 
tised on  these  occasions,  the  more  success  will 
the  angler  have.  This  mode  of  fishing  with  a 
Quill  Cnat,  or  some  very  small  fly,  is  the  best  to 
adopt  on  all  the  lakes  in  this  part  of  North  Wales 
when  there  is  little  or  no  curl  on  the  water.  The 
boats  on  the  lake,  which  belong  to  the  landlord  of 
the  hotel,  can  be  hired  by  the  day  for  a moderate 
charge.  A pleasant  walk  of  a couple  of  miles 
across  the  moors  to  the  foot  of  Pen-Hethlig  will 
take  us  to  Llyn  Cowlyd,  a long  narrow  piece  of 
water,  surrounded  by  rocks  and  boulders,  which 
give  it  a wild  and  gloomy  appearance.  One  can 
also  walk  to  this  lake  from  Trefriw,  but  the 
journey  is  long  and  laborious,  and  the  way  is  not 
very  easj^  to  find.  Cowlyd  is  a very  deep  lake, 
and  in  most  places  a few  steps  from  the  shore 
will  land  a person  into  several  hundred  feet  of 
water.  On  the  west  side  are  some  steep  rocks 
overhanging  an  unfathomable  spot,  and  care 
must  be  exercised  in  passing  over  them.  There 
is  no  boat  on  the  lake,  and  as  can  be  imagined 
very  little  wading  is  possible,  but  this  does  not 
matter  very  much,  as  the  fish  gererally  lie  near 
the  shore  and  may  often  be  reached  without 
going  into  the  water  at  all.  Cowlyd  contains  a 
great  many  trout,  more,  perhaps,  than  any  lake 
in  this  part  of  North  Wales  where  the  fishing  is 
not  preserved.  I have  sometimes  seen  myriads 
of  rises  when  the  water  was  perfectly  smooth, 
and  it  seemed  as  if  every  squai’e  foot  of  water 
within  thirty  yards  from  the  shore  was  occu- 
pied by  a trout.  Although  the  trout  are  so 
numerous,  the  fishing  in  this  lake  is  most  un- 
certain ; at  times  they  rise  very  freely  and  there 
is  no  difficulty  in  catching  two  or  three  dozen ; 
again,  when  the  conditions  are  to  all  appeai’ances 
perfectly  favourable,  a person  may  thrash  the 
water  the  whole  day,  and  not  get  any  sport.  The 
fish  average  a quarter  of  a pound,  and  are  singu- 
larly uniform  in  size ; in  a catch  of  two  or  three 
dozen,  probably  not  more  than  a sixth  of  them 
will  be  under  or  over  this  weight.  The  best 
trout  I ever  took  out  turned  the  scales  at  14oz., 
and  I have  seldom  caught  one  over  6oz.  I have 
generally  had  most  success  at  the  end  of  the  lake 
nearest  Trefriw  ; here  the  very  deep  water  lies 
further  from  the  shore  and  wading  is  safe  for 
some  distance  out.  The  Cowlyd  trout  are  deli- 
cious eating,  and  invariably  have  pink  flesh  even 
if  very  small.  The  water  is  extremely  cold,  and 
unless  the  weather  is  unusually  mild  the  fish 
are  not  in  condition  until  the  first  or  second 
week  in  June.  From  the  middle  of  this  month 
until  the  middle  of  July  they  rise  more  than  at 
any  other  time,  especially  during  the  day.  In 
the  latter  part  of  July  they  often  rise  freely 
towards  evening,  and  in  August,  when  the  weather 
has  been  warm,  I have  had  fair  sport  during  the 
day,  and  also  in  the  evening.  After  the  end  of 
August  the  fishing  is  very  poor,  and  on  a cold 
raw  day  in  any  of  the  foregoing  months,  it  is  a 
waste  of  time  to  try  this  lake.  Small  flies 
generally  do  the  best ; the  Claret  and  Crouse 
and  Partridge  and  Brown  are  perhaps  the  most 
killing.  The  Alder,  Black  Cnat,  Teal  and  Yellow, 
Hare’s  Ear,  and  the  Blue  Dun  are  also  good.  If 
the  lake  is  very  rough  it  sometimes  pays  to  put 
on  a larger  pattern.  The  fishing  on  the  east  side 
of  the  lake  belongs  to  the  proprietor  of  the 
Cwydir  Estate,  and  on  the  opposite  side  it  is  the 
property  of  Lord  Penrhyn,  and  no  licence  is 
required. 

About  a mile  and  a half  from  Cowlyd,  in  a 
north-westerly  directon,  Llyn  Eigiau  will  be 
found,  resting  in  a wild  recess  of  Carnedd  Lewel- 
lyn.  This  is  a fair-sized,  shapeless  lake,  guarded 


on  the  west  side  by  the  frowning  cliffs  of  Carnedd 
Lewellyn,  while  from  the  other  points  of  the 
compass  it  is  bordered  by  a low  flat  shore.  A 
few  scattered  about  cottages  remind  the  stranger 
that  humanity  exists  even  in  this  out  of  the  way 
region,  but  should  he  want  to  make  any  impiiries 
of  the  inhabitants  of  these  dreary  abodes,  and 
cannot  speak  the  Welsh,  he  will  very  probably 
have  some  difficulty  in  making  himself  under- 
stood. Although  about  the  same  altitude  as 
Cowlyd,  Eigiau  is  very  different  in  many  respects. 
The  water  in  the  latter  is  much  warmer;  a fact 
which  can  perhaps  be  accounted  for  by  its  being 
much  shallower  than  Cowlyd,  and  containing 
more  sand  and  mud  than  the  colder  lake.  But 
whatever  the  cause  of  the  difference  in  the 
temperature  of  the  two  lakes  is,  the  trout  in 
Eigiau  are  much  earlier  in  condition,  and  they 
are  quite  fit  to  be  taken  by  the  middle  of  April. 
My  own  experience  in  regard  to  the  fishing  in 
Llyn  Eigiau  is  very  limited.  Judging  fi-om  the 
few  visits  I have  made  to  it,  and  information 
afforded  by  others  who  know  the  lake  better  than 
I do,  I should  say  that  the  chances  cf  sport  are 
not  good.  The  lake  contains  a fair  number  of 
trout,  and  some  big  ones  too;  but  the  fish  are 
shy  and  capricious,  and  I have  never  heard  of  a 
good  basket  being  made  here.  A great  drawback 
to  the  chances  of  the  rod  and  line  fisherman  is 
the  netting  that  is  carried  on,  by  means  of  which 
a great  many  trout  are  annually  taken  out  of  the 
lake.  I have  no  wish  to  say  a word  against  the 
netting,  as  it  is  done  by  people  who  have  to  pay 
for  the  privilege,  and  who  are  only  exorcising 
their  rights.  I merely  mention  it  as  a probable 
detriment  to  the  sport.  The  last  time  I visited 
Eigiau  I lashed  the  water  hard  all  day,  and  only 
brought  back  two  nice  fish  of  each,  and  lost  a 
larger  one,  and  as  this  constituted  the  average 
sport  on  the  few  occasions  I tried  the  lake,  I have 
since  concluded  that  to  go  so  far  for  such  a small 
return  does  not  pay,  particularly  when  there  are 
better  fishing  grounds  nearer  at  hand.  Wading 
is  feasible  in  most  parts  of  the  lake,  and  I do  not 
remember  there  being  any  bogs  or  dangerous 
places.  For  April  and  May  I would  recommend 
a medium-sized  March  Brown,  Red  Spinner,  and 
Red  and  Mallard.  Later  in  the  season,  the 
patterns  I mentioned  as  being  good  for  Cowlyd 
would  23Eobably  do  well  here  on  rather  larger 
hooks.  A person  who  is  fond  of  walking  and 
wild  mountain  scenery,  and  does  not  look  for 
much  sport,  might  enjoy  a visit  to  Eigiau,  and 
perhaps  have  better  luck  than  the  writer  has  ex- 
perienced there.  The  small  lake  of  Fynnon 
Llugwy,  which  lies  to  the  west  of  Cowlyd,  is 
a beautiful  sheet  of  water,  and  the  mountain 
scenery  all  round  it  is  magnificent ; but  the  trout 
in  it  are  so  small — most  of  them  not  much  larger 
than  minnows — that  it  is  not  worth  taking  a rod 
to.  Like  Cowlyd,  Llyn  Fynnon  is  very  deep  and 
very  cold,  but,  judging  from  the  diminutive  size 
of  its  trout,  there  must  be  very  considerably  less 
for  them  to  feed  upon  than  in  the  former  lake, 
and  I can  only  attribute  their  miserable  growth 
to  lack  of  nourishment. 

To  the  east  of  Cowlyd,  about  three  miles  and  a 
half  from  Capel  Curig,  Llyn  Crafuant  reposes 
peacefully  in  a beautiful  mountain  valley.  It  is 
nearly  as  long  as  Cowlyd — that  is,  about  a mile 
— and  considerably  broader,  and  the  fishing  in  it 
cannot  be  passed  over  so  quickly  as  in  the  little 
lake  mentioned  in  the  last  paragraph.  Crafuant 
has  always  afforded  fairly  good  fishing,  as 
compared  with  other  lakes  in  this  part  of  the 
world,  and  a few  years  ago  efforts  were  made 
to  improve  it  by  the  introduction  of  several 
thousand  Loch  Leven  fry,  which  have  thrived 
very  well  in  their  new  abode,  and  during  the  last 
two  seasons  sport  has  benefited  considerably  by 
their  importation.  The  fish  average  about  three 
to  the  pound,  and  on  a good  day  trout  of  a pound 
are  sometimes  taken,  and  occasionally  larger 
ones.  There  must  be  a great  many  trout  in  the 
lake  now,  and  a moderate  amount  of  angling  will 
prevent  them  becoming  too  numerous,  and  the 
consequent  inevitable  decrease  in  the  average  size. 
The  best  sport  in  this  lake  is  generally  obtained 
in  the  early  part  of  the  season,  and  on  a favourable 
day  in  April,  May,  or  tbe  first  part  of  June,  a 
couple  of  dozen  nice  trout  should  find  their  way 
to  the  angler’s  creel.  Some  days  the  fish  are 
very  shy,  and  come  short  at  the  fly  ; on  others  they 
take  it  quite  boldly.  This  happens  more  or  less 
in  all  the  Welsh  lakes,  but  it  is  particularly 
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noticeable  in  Crafnant  and  the  Capel  Curig 
lakes.  After  the  middle  of  .Tone  the  day  fishing 
is  not  so  good.  The  evening  is  then  the  best 
time  to  visit  Crafnant,  and  by  staying  late  a 
good  many  trout  can  often  been  bagged,  and 
towards  dark  one  may  get  hold  of  a whopper. 
The  flies  recommended  for  the  Capel  Cnrig 
lakes  will  do  well  for  Crafnant.  Boats  can  be 
hired  for  a very  trifling  charge,  and  those  who 
prefer  to  wade  can  do  so  with  comfort  in  most 
parts  of  the  lake,  and  will  probably  enjoy  as  good 
sport  as  in  the  boat,  or  perhaps  better.  Crafnant 
is  a little  nearer  to  Trefriw  than  to  Capel  Cnrig ; 
from  Bettws-y-Coed  the  distance  is  about  five 
miles,  and  the  walk  across  the  moors  is  a very 
pleasant  one.  The  lake  is  on  the  tlwydir 
estate. 

That  beantlfnl  lake  Llyn  Geiryonidd,  which  one 
pas.ses  in  going  from  Crafnant  to  Bettw'S-y-Coed, 
was  a good  fishing  resort  in  former  days,  but  the 
trout  have  all  been  destroyed  by  the  washings 
from  a lead  mine.  1 do  not  pretend  to  have 
enumerated  in  this  article  all  the  lakes  where 
fishing  can  be  had  that  are  within  reach  from 
Capel  Curig.  Amongst  others  further  off  may 
be  mentioned  Llyns,  Ogwen,  Idwal,  Gwynant 
(which  contains  salmon  as  well  as  trout),  and 
several  small  lakes  of  greater  altitude  than  these 
amongst  the  recesses  of  Snowdon  and  the 
Glyddirs.  In  many  of  these  the  fishing  is  free, 
but  as  I have  never  tried  any  of  them,  and  some 
I have  never  seen,  I cannot  give  any  information 
about  their  angling  merits. 

In  conclusion,  I would  merely  add  that  the 
river  fishing  in  this  section  of  North  Wales 
which  is  not  preserved,  or  is  included  in  the 
three  shilling  ticket,  is  much  inferior  to  that 
in  the  lakes  where  the  privilege  is  the  same. 


STRAY  CASTS. 

(Continued  from  page  2-5.) 

By  Mona. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  alleged  that  the  character 
of  the  season  is  here  again  the  explanation.  That 
the  drake  supplied  a moderate  daily  dish, 
moderately  partaken  of,  to  the  fish  for  a month 
and  upwards  this  year,  but  never  appeared  in  the 
sudden  and  demoralising  profusion  which  turns 
the  brief  seasons  of  other  years  into  a gluttonous 
and  reckless  carnival  is,  I venture  to  take  it,  a 
good  enough  working  explanation  of  the  poor 
rise  of  trout  this  year.  If  one  fished  every  day 
from  the  first  moment  the  drake  showed  itself 
his  bag  would  doubtless  be  as  heavy  as  oue  made 
under  exactly  similar  conditions  last  year;  but 
the  best  week  or  fortnight  of  this  year  could 
not  nearly  approach  the  corresponding  p°riod  of 
last  year.  An  officer  of  the  Athlone  garrison, 
whose  fishing  almost  exactly  synchronizes  with 
ours,  and  who  was  in  the  thick  of  it  in  '92  year, 
told  us  that  on  the  whole,  though  certainly  some- 
what disajopointed,  he  was  not  disposed  to 
complain  over  much.  Last  year,  he  says,  he 
met  with  some  splendid  days,  with  tne  fish 
rising  in  hundreds  around  him;  but  he  met 
with  more  than  one  absolutely  blank  day.  This 
year  he  had  not  even  one.  Neither  must  it 
be  omitted  that  we,  at  least,  did  not  fish  at  all  as 
we  should.  We  were  never  on  the  ground  before 
ten,  and  sometimes  noon  had  passed  before  we 
put  in  an  appearance.  And  when  the  day  proved 
poor  we  refused  to  stop  till  the  late  evening, 
satisfying  ourselves  with  the  wretched  justifica- 
tion that  we  came  to  Lough  Derg  for  sport  and 
not  for  labour.  The  Apostle  asks  how  two  can 
walk  together  if  they  be  not  agreed,  and  he 
might  similarly  ask  how  they  could  fish  together 
either.  When  one  talks  of  remaining  while  ally 
can  be  seen  on  the  water,  and  the  other  murmurs 
of  the  pangs  of  disappointment  or  hunger,  the 
day’s  sport  is  nearly  over. 

Our  first  day  yielded  181b.  for  the  two  boats, 
II.  and  1 having  five  fish,  and  the  Captain  and  Y. 
four.  The  weight  was  evenly  divided,  the  best 
fish  in  each  lioat  turning  the  scale  at  81b.,  but 
we  had  two  only  11b.  each,  and  they  had  nothing 
under  21b.  Little  we  thought  when  we  compared 
notes  that  night  over  a most  enjoyable  dinner  in 
the  wilderness  that  that  day  was  to  be  our  best. 
Yet  so  it  was. 

Next  day,  Sunday,  IT.,  who  does  not  fish  on  the 


Sabbath,  went  ashore  after  breakfast  to  walk  to 
Portumna,  a Sabbatb  Day’s  journey  of  twelve  or 
thirteen  miles.  On  his  return,  near  midnight,  he 
brought  a native  aboard  with  him  who  had 
accosted  him  on  the  road  returning  from 
Portumna,  invited  him  into  his  house  and  gnided 
him  over  the  pathless  bog,  and  acted  the  good 
Samaritan  generally.  We  made  him  welcome, 
and  invited  him  to  whiskey  and  what  was  going, 
but  he  neither  drank  nor  smoked.  And  behold 
under  his  arm  he  bore  a bowl  of  beautiful  fresh 
butter,  and  from  a capacious  pocket  he  drew  a 
cpiart  bottle  of  fresh  new  milk,  for  “ our  tay,” 
and  promised  to  call  “agin.”  Ah!  my  hapless, 
best-loved  land,  if  ere  I forget  your  boundless 

hospitality  may  I forget  to well  steady,  there  ; 

that  will  do  for  the  heroic.  It  appears  poor  Tom 
Molloy  quickly  found  out  from  H.,  who  is  a man 
blessed  with  the  fearful  gift  of  familiarity  beyond 
all  the  sons  of  men,  that  he.  II.,  was  from 
Athlone.  Instantly  Tom  took  him  to  his  breast. 

“ Do  you  know  T’im  M.  there?  ” 

“ Know  him  ! ” ejaculates  II.,  “he  is  a tenant 
of  mine,  and  one  of  my  oldest  friends  ! ” 

Then  Tom  laid  all  in  the  house  at  H ’s  feet, 
and  got  his  milk  and  butter  ready  for  his  friends. 
And  the  old  man,  long  past  seventy,  seizing  a 
stout  stick,  wheel  it  was  H.’s  pleasure  to  move, 
stood  up  to  guide  his  gviest  over  two  miles  of  bog 
and  woodland  gloom  to  tbe  “ spa,’’  repulsing 
almost  with  indignation  H.’s  suggestion  that  he 
should  allow  his  stalwart  son  Con — a strapping 
young  man  of  thirty — to  come  in  his  place,  as  the 
night  was  dark  and  chilly;  and,  with  a shake  in 
his  honest  kindly  voice,  he  told  us  how  his  heart 
warmed  at  the  sight  of  the  man  who  knew  poor 
Tim.  And  in  the  small  hours  the  captain  row  ed 
him  ashore,  and  we  all  gave  him  a “ Good  night  ’’ 
and  a “Hurrah”  as  he  disappeared  into  the 
Egyptian  darkness  of  the  wmod,  and  sunk  out  of 
sight. 

And  who  was  Tim  ? 

A neighbour’s  son,  who  some  thirty  years 
before  used  to  pass  Tom’s  door  to  school,  occa- 
sionally throwing  a stone  at  a convenient  flock 
of  ducks,  or  at  the  dog,  or  otherwise  winning 
Tom’s  kind  heart ; or  Mrs.  Molloy  ivould  call 
him  in  out  of  a violent  show  er  of  rain,  and  send 
him  aw'ay  with  a second  breakfast.  And  so  he 
reached  young  man’s  estate,  and  wmnt  to  Athlone 
to  business,  Tom  going  to  see  him  the  day  he  set 
out  to  give  him  his  blessing  and  slip  a sovereign 
into  his  hand  when  no  one  was  looking.  And 
Tom  has  heard  now  and  then  of  his  career  and 
rejoiced,  how  he  became  foreman  in  his  shop,  and 
by-and-bye  married  his  master’s  widow,  and 
generally  has  his  lands  and  his  beeves.  I doubt 
whether  he  has  set  eyes  on  him  these  ten  years ; 
but  yet  for  his  sake  there  we  were,  with  fresh 
eggs  by  the  dozen,  and  butter  and  milk, 
and  beautiful  home-made  bread  showered  on 
us  morning  after  morning  by  this  noble- 
hearted  old  man.  And  I suppose  this  generous 
patriarch  really  never  experienced  one  sinale 
disinterested  act  of  kindness  at  the  hands  of  his 
beloved  'I’im  in  his  life,  and  never  expected  the 
like.  Con  “ did  ” three  months  in  Galway  jail  as 
one  of  the  defenders  of  Saunders’s  Fort.  For 
were  we  not  within  three  miles  of  Woodford,  and 
did  w'e  not  wander  for  a few  hours  amid  ruin  and 
desolation  and  terrible  sights,  telling  of  anguish 
and  woe  and  broken  hearts  and  wd.chered  lives  ? 

We  shall  now  return  to  our  fishing,  and  sum- 
marise results.  We  fished  altogether  ten  days, 
some  of  us  going  out  every  day  we  were  on  the 
the  lake.  We  killed  seventy  fish,  weighing  1301b., 
the  captain  being  an  easy  first  with  thirty-one 
fish,  weighing  6Ilb.,  H.  next  with  seventeen, 
scaling  301b.,  Y.  and  myself  first  at  our  own  end 
with  a beggarly  ten  each,  191b. 

Y^.’s  5-pounder  was  our  best  fish,  and  H.  and 
the  captain  had  a 4-pounder  each.  Our  daily 
average  each  was  3slb.  Y.  and  I alone  had 
blank  days.  The  weather  on  the  whole  was 
favourable,  getting  rather  cold  towards  the  end 
of  the  time.  One  or  two  days  were  too  stormy 
to  make  fishing  pleasant,  and  this  naturally 
brings  me  to  Wednesday  the  17th,  when  the 
captain  secured  something  like  a record.  The 
day  was  fiercely  wild,  and  H.  left  the  yacht  after 
breakfast,  accompanied  by  Con,  who  came  on 
board  by  appointment  to  carry  some  packages  of 
fish  to  his  house,  where  a horse  and  car  were 
ready  to  carry  H.  and  Con  anil  fish  to  Portumna, 
whence  the  latter  were  to  be  despatched  per 


parcel  post  to  Athlone.  H.  was  also  to  bring 
back  certain  commissariat  supplies.  And  here 
we  may  as  well  mention  that  it  is  very  difficult 
to  get  fish  safely  away  from  Derg,  except  one  is 
near  Portumna,  where  unfortunately  the  fishing 
is  poor.  We  sent  away  about  401b.,  one  parcel 
out  of  six  going  bad.  As  for  the  rest,  we  ac- 
counted for  every  tail  except  two  or  three  we 
persuaded  Con  to  accept.  I landed  with  the 
party  and  spent  the  day  exploring,  Y.  and  the 
captain  facing  the  raging  lake  in  a small  shooting 
punt.  They  returned  about  four  with  three  small 
fish  of  about  11b.  each.  The  weather  moderating 
by-and-bye,  and  much  of  the  day  remaining,  it 
occurred  to  the  captain  that  he  could  not  do 
better  than  cross  the  lake  to  one  of  his  yachts 
which  had  some  relatives  on  board,  with  whom 
he  had  some  little  business  to  transact.  At  the 
last  moment  he  allowed  me  to  put  his  rod  and 
box  of  drakes  into  the  boat  with  him.  Slipping 
across  the  two  miles  of  water,  he  effected  his 
business  and  saw  the  yacht  off  to  Portumna,  and 
finding  himself  under  the  lee  of  a thick  wood 
surrounding  a small  bay,  he  proceeded  to  watch 
and  wait  for  contingencies.  The  evening  gradu- 
ally warmed  up  and  the  wind  sank  without 
actually  dying  out.  Presently  the  Grey  Drake 
(spent  gnat)  began  to  come  out  from  the  wood 
and  carpet  the  water.  The  trout  at  last  could 
stand  it  no  longer.  They  lost  their  heads  and 
commenced  to  rise  fast  and  furious.  Pushing 
quietly  out  till  he  could  just  feel  the  soft  breeze 
over  the  tree  tops,  the  captain  commenced  opera- 
tions. The  wind  was  so  light  he  had  to  “ cast  ” 
almost  every  other  fish,  but  he  returned  at  eight 
with  seven  fish  scaling  141b.  He  had  lost  two. 
This  was  the  one  bit  of  fishing  worth  having  any 
of  us  got.  I waited  for  that  evening  rise  every 
day  after,  but  in  vain.  There  was  either  rain  or 
storm  or  both  instead,  and  disappointment 
saddened  all  the  scene. 

(To  he  continued.) 


How  A 16lb.  Kennet  Trout  was  Captured. — 
The  other  day  I got  into  conversation  with  an  old 
angler  who,  when  a lad,  forty  years  ago,  lived  at 
Newbury,  on  the  Kennet,  and  we  had  a fisherman’s 
chat  about  the  large  trout  which  then  inhabited 
that  river,  and  for  twenty  years  subsequently ; 
such  monsters  as  those  caught  in  Lord  Craven’s 
portion  of  the  stream,  fish  of  18Rb.  and  201b. 
weight.  This  old  man  much  interested  me  in 
his  description  how  a large  trout,  that  for  several 
seasons  had  made  its  cruising  place  and  feeding 
quarters  close  to  the  town  bridge,  was  captured 
just  where  a pipe  discharged  the  kitchen  refuse 
from  the  bank  building  into  the  river.  Although 
the  fish  snapped  up  such  inconsiderable  trifles  as 
entrails  of  chickens  and  ducks,  and  did  not 
object  to  a small  boiled  new  potatoe,  yet  it 
ignored  the  most  artful  imitations  of  bugs, 
beetles,  and  flies,  and  would  not  be  seduced  by 
spinning- baits,  or  even  by  bleak,  gudgeon,  or 
small  dace ; still,  ray  informant  had  thrice 
hooked  this  fish,  he  told  me,  by  swimming  a 
small  frog  down  to  and  over  it,  but  only  to  have 
his  tackle  broken — which  was  always  the  case 
with  every  one  else  who  angled  for,  and  had 
succeeding  in  hooking,  this  trout.  The  old  man 
told  me  that  when  a youth  he  was  apprenticed  to 
a linen-draper  at  Newbury,  and  on  coming  home 
after  delivering  a parcel  one  afternoon,  he  caught 
some  young  frogs,  and,  for  want  of  a better 
receptacle,  placed  them  in  his  trousers  pocket. 
On  reaching  the  shop  some  had  crawled  out 
under  his  waistcoat,  and  two  were  on  his  shirt- 
front,  much  to  the  alarm  of  the  young  ladies  in 
the  establishment.  One  day  the  cook  at  the 
bank,  after  pouring  some  kitchen-waste  down  the 
pipe,  crossed  the  street  to  the  river,  and  happened 
to  see  the  trout,  feeding  in  his  accustomed  place, 
swallow  a small  potato.  She  ran  back  and  told 
the  bank  manager,  who  had  his  rod  and  tackle 
ready,  and  he  placed  another  little  potato  on  his 
hook,  and  let  it  float  down  with  the  stream.  It 
was  immediately  bolted  by  the  trout,  which  was 
hooked  and  landed — a grand  fish  of  161b. 

IMr.  James  McKae,  writing  from  Paris,  says  : 
“ I see  the  F/.s/iiup  Gazette  mentions  a 281b.  pike 
killed  on  Lough  Conn.  I have  heard  from  a 
friend  who  is  fishing  there  that  he  killed  one  of 
351b.,  in  fine  condition,  it  was  4,1ft.  long,  and  has 
been  sent  to  London  to  be  set  up.” 
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A RAMBLE  WITH  A ROACH  ROD. 

IN  A BACKWATER  AT  STAINES. 


By  Straw  Hat. 


“ While  you  and  I upon  the  deck 
So  comfortably  are  lying’, 

My  eyes  ! What  tiles  and  chimney-pots 
About  their  heads  are  flying!  ” — OldSonq. 

Late  in  the  winter,  and  early  in  the  year  18SK5 
we  found  ourselves  at  the  railway  station  at 
Staines,  en  route  for  the  favourite  pitch  of  the 
London  angler.  Hurrying  over  the  bridge,  we 
saw  our  man,  whom  we  had  previously  written 
to,  and  engaged,  punctually  awaiting  our  coming 
with  his  tow-line  already  laid  out  along  the  path, 
and  with  all  the  cargo  carefully  stowed  away  on 
board.  “Jump  in.  sir  ; ‘ Cupid  ’ will  steer,  and 
we’ll  be  above  the  Bell  Weir  in  less  than  half  an 
hour.”  Away  we  go  at  the  rate  of  four  miles  an 
hour,  “ Cupid  ” in  the  meantime  entertaining  me 
with  a story  of  how  a man  jumped  off  Staines 
Bridge  intending  “to  drown  his  blessed  self,” 
and  how  he,  instead  of  striking  the  water,  fell 
upon  a portion  of  a gentleman’s  lawn,  and  “bruk 
his  back.”  After  which,  they  “ werry  soon  col- 
lared him,  and  locked  him  up.”  “ Don’t  you 
ever  go  to  school,  Cupid  .f*  ” we  remarked.  “ Not 
oftener  than  I can  help,  take  my  tip.  Mother 
sends  me  on  Monday  and  Toosday,  and  then  I 
gives  her  the  slip  for  the  rest  of  the  week,  and 
comes  down  here  and  steers  for  gentlemen  who 
are  going  fishing.  I gets  a shilling  sometimes. 
But  did  you  say,  sir,  that  you  corned  from 
Epsom?”  “We  did,”  we  replied.  “Then  that 
story  of  the  ‘ bob  ’ won’t  do  for  you — will  it  P ” 
“ Well,  not  exactly,”  we  reply  ; “ but  do  you  often 
find  them  down  here  P ” “ Wot,  sir  ? ” “ Why, 

‘mugs.’”  The  boy,  keen  as  a knife,  showed  his 
appreciation  of  the  question  by  grinning  from 
ear  to  ear,  remarking  at  the  same  time,  " Well, 
I know  you’ll  gie  me  suthing,  cos  you’ve  been 
here  before,  many  a time.”  And  so  w’e  glide 
along  round  the  gasworks  corner,  until  we  come 
within  sight  of  the  Bell  W eir  Lock,  where  evidently 
there  is  something  wrong  with  the  mechanical 
apparatus,  for  Spicer  halts  as  if  shot,  and  Cupid 
stands  up  in  the  stern  sheets,  like  the  famous 
admiral  of  history,  who  ordered  “ young  Villiam 
for  to  stand  upon  the  poop.”  We  half  expected 
to  hear  the  usual  nautical  phrases  of  “ Sail  ho  !” 
and  “ Where  away  ? ” bellowed  out  by  our  two 
pilots ; but  Spicer  mournfully  returns  to  the 
punt,  and  informs  us  that  we  can't  go  through 
the  lock,  which  is  under  repair,  and  that  we  must 
try  the  backwater  opposite,  as  the  river  is  run- 
ning like  a mill-race,  and  that  there  are  signs  of 
the  wind  freshening.  Cupid  is  therefore  dis- 
missed, but  not  with  a bob ; yet  he  merrily 
trots  off  back  to  Staines  to  find,  we  hope,  a 
“mug”  more  suitable  for  the  filling  of  his  side 
exchequer,  while,  as  his  figure  looms  smaller  and 
smaller,  as  he  increases  his  distance  from  the 
punt,  the  well-known  strains  of  “ Ta-ra-ra-boom- 
de-ay  ” are  wafted  back  upon  the  breeze,  proving 
that  Cupid  is  a musician  as  well  as  a pilot. 
Spicer  puts  in  a good  piece  of  work  with  his  punt- 
pole,  we  reach  the  Middlesex  side,  and  drift 
quietly  into  the  backwater.  Spicer,  as  he  always 
does  when  in  contemplation,  strokes  his  amber 
moustache,  and  watches  both  sides  of  our  craft 
for  any  appearance  of  fish,  and  we  are  quickly 
made  acquainted  with  the  fact  that  they  are 
about  by  the  furrows  of  the  “ broad-arrow  ” shape 
as  they  make  their  ways  to  safer  resorts.  “ Before 
we  begin  roach  fishing,”  remarks  Spicer,  “ I want 
to  go  for  a jack  that  is  always  hanging  about 
here.  He’s  done  me  three  times,  and  we  may 
nab  him  to-day.”  We  now  turn  sharply  to  the 
left,  towards  the  spreading  roots  of  one  of  the 
“ monarchs  ” of  the  forest,  and  tie  up  to  some  of 
the  boughs.  A small  and  lively  dace  is  speedily 
affixed  to  the  paternoster,  and  we  go  deftly  in 
among,  and  around  the  roots  of  our  noble-looking 
friend  before  mentioned.  We  work  every  inch 
of  the  water  within  reach,  when  suddenly  we 
feel  a double  knock,  like  a small  electric 
shock,  to  the  elbow.  “Hit  him,  sir.”  “You’ve 
got  him.”  “Wind  him  in.”  “That  tackle  will 
stand  anything.”  In  about  a minute,  a good 
4-pounder  is  pitched  into  the  welt.  “ That  ain’t 
the  one  though — there’s  another,  a reg’lar 
7-pounder,  and  he  always  does  me.  Ah  ! and 
not  only  me,  but  some  of  the  others.  I believe 
that  the  rascal  goes  to  some  boaid-school,  w here 


they  educate  jack.”  “ But  let’s  try  again.  When 
there’s  one,  there  are  generally  two.”  And  so 
we  go  over  the  old  ground  again,  and  shift  a 
couple  of  yards  higher  up.  Dab,  dab,  dab,  and 
draw,  draw.  draw.  “ Got  him  this  time  all 
right ! ” “ Hang  it,  he’s  off,”  and  so  he  was ; 

for  nothing  more  was  seen  of  him  after  but  the 
splash,  and  the  furrows  that  hem.adeashe  dashed 
down  the  backwater.  Spicer's  hand  again 
stroked  the  amber  appendage  between  his  nose 
and  lip,  and  he  delivered  himself  thusly  : “ You 
varmint!  You’ve  done  me  four  limes;  but  I’m 
on  your  track  again  to  morrow,  and  I’ll  have 
you  before  I’ve  done  with  you.  Well,  sir, 
that’s  all.  Now  we’ll  commence  roach-fishing.” 
Slowly  and  silently  we  drift  with  the  current  for 
some  thirty  yards.  The  wind,  which  had  given 
signs  of  risitig,  w.as  now  blowing  a gale;  but 
we  were  effectually  sheltered  from  its  effects  by 
the  thick  trees  and  bushes,  and  by  the  high 
banks  cn  either  side.  But  we  could  hear  it 
roaring  down  the  main  stream,  as  if  all  the 
extra  hands  were  working  the  bellows.  Making 
the  punt  fast  to  a bough,  a favourite  plan  with 
our  fisherman,  we  had  a good  swim  of  five  yards 
to  where  the  current  was  parted  by  a thick 
bush.  The  usual  routine  now  followed.  The 
depth  was  plumbed,  and  a few  puddings  cast 
in  to  lure  the  enemy  to  their  destruction. 
They  were  at  home,  and  at  the  first  swim  we 
found  them,  nice  little  fellows  of  six  or  seven 
ounces.  The  wind  was  now  howling  fearfully, 
while  the  trees  above  acknowledged  the  power  of 
the  hurricane  by  bending  and  bowing  before  its 
strength.  High  up,  a solitary  crow  tried  hard  to 
make  headway  against  the  fearful  blast,  but  all  to 
no  purpose.  Short  tack,  and  long,  he  tried,  but,  com- 
pletely baffled,  he  suddenly  clapped  his  rudder 
hard  to  port,  and  retired  in  the  contrary  direction, 
at  about  forty  miles  an  hour.  The  snapping  and 
falling  of  branches  were  frequent,  and  a larger 
one  than  ordinary  falling  just  in  our  rear,  caused 
our  pilot  to  exclaim  that  things  “ were  getting 
just  a bit  hot.”  Nevertheless,  we  still  continued 
to  bag  the  roach,  until  we  had  taken  about  three 
dozen.  All  at  once  they  went  “ off,”  and  we  took 
no  more.  Some  bubbles  were  now  fitfully  rising 
to  the  surface  of  the  water  on  the  right  of  the 
swim  ; but  what  seemed  to  me  as  curious  about 
the  rising  was  that  each  bubble  ascended  higher 
up  stream.  We  called  Spicer’s  attention  to  the 
fact,  and  this  caused  another  careful  stroking  of 
the  “ amber.”  All  at  once  a mass  of  leaves,  about 
a bushel  or  so,  mixed  with  mud  and  sticks,  rose 
to  the  surface.  “ An  otter,  I’m  sure  ! ” shouted 
Spicer,  and  down  went  the  punt-pole  to  the  depths 
helow.  But  he  had  not  allowed  for  the  flowing 
of  the  stream,  and  so  the  improvised  weapon 
returned  to  the  hand  of  the  harpooner.  It  was 
now  lunch-time,  so  throwing  out  live-bait  tackle 
for  jack,  we  satisfied  the  inner  man,  and  discussed 
the  otter  question.  Then  we  shifted  to  a charm- 
ing little  spot,  into  a kind  of  natural  bay,  under 
and  among  some  boughs  that  overhung  and 
dipped  into  the  water.  Fish  were  plentiful ; ro 
doubt  they  had  retired  there  from  the  main 
river,  owing  to  the  strength  of  the  stream  and 
the  violent  weather.  At  every  swim  there  was  a 
knock,  and,  what  we  considered  as  extremely 
curious,  was  that  the  I’oach  gradually  increased 
in  size  until  we  landed  one  of  14oz.  Hopes  of 
bagging  a “ specimen  ” now  began  to  dawn  upon 
us,  but,  alas ! ’twas  not  to  be,  for  the  wind  roared 
again  in  its  fury,  and  down  came  the  pitiless  rain 
in  torrents.  We  donned  our  waterproofs  and 
made  for  shelter  from  the  storm.  Fishing  was, 
however,  all  over  for  that  day,  for,  although  the 
wind  abated  somewhat,  the  water  rose  above  the 
bearings  of  the  punt,  and  we  were  forced  to  put 
a stop  to  what  would  have  been  a glorious  day’s 
sport,  and  a take.”  As  it  was  we  weighed-in 
121b.  of  very  decent  roach  from  that  backwater, 
at  our  headquarters,  the  Wellington  Hotel,  Epsom. 


A KEW  book  on  sport,  &c.,  by  that  well-known 
writer,  R.  .1.  Lloyd  Price,  entitled  “ Dogs  Ancient 
and  Modern,  and  Walks  in  Wales,”  will  be  shortly 
published  by  Messrs.  Eglington  and  Co.,  Limited. 
Besides  containing  very  interesting  matter  on  the 
various  breeds  of  dogs  for  sporting  purposes,  it 
has  six  or  seven  cha])ters  devoted  to  a guide  to  the 
various  angling  haunts  in  North  Wales,  making 
the  book  invaluable  alike  to  the  sportsman,  the 
angler,  and  the  tourist. 


BAITS  FOR  SEA-FISHING. 


By  F.  G.  Aflalo. 


Now  that  the  sport  of  sea-angling  is  becoming 
more  popular,  a few  notes  on  the  subject  of  baits 
may  be  of  interest. 

During  the  spring  tides  there  is  often  such  a 
distribution  of  various  kinds  of  fish  food  that  the 
mullet  more  especially  are  as  glutted  as  carp  in 
a pond,  and  will  not  take  any  bait,  however  tempt- 
ing. All  my  exceptional  catches  have  been  made 
during  the  neaj),  or  short  tides.  In  the  matter  of 
the  correct  bait  to  use  at  certain  seasons,  or 
under  certain  conditions  of  wind  and  weather,  1 
am  getting  more  convinced  each  year  that  it  is 
impossible  to  reduce  one’s  procedure  to  so  many 
hard  and  fast  principles,  and  that,  given  a certain 
degree  of  technical  knowledge  and  practical 
common  sense,  chance  rules  the  roost  in  sea-fish- 
ing  as  in  many  other  matters.  Sea-fish  are  so 
capricious  in  their  tastes  and  so  voracious  in 
their  appetites  that  it  would  indeed  be  surprising 
were  the  list  of  killing  baits  not  an  exceptionally 
long  and  varied  one.  Indeed,  it  is  not  saying  tco 
much  if  we  affirm  that  any  substance,  animal  or 
vegetable,  would  probably  find  a customer  of 
some  sort  if  given  a fair  trial. 

As  a piece  of  very  general  advice,  I would 
advise  sea- fishermen  to  get  their  baits  as  much  as 
possible  from  the  shcre  itself,  only  having  re- 
course to  the  fishmonger’s  slab  under  exceptional 
circumstances,  when  it  is  impossible  to  obtain 
what  they  want  elsewhere.  For  example,  two  of 
the  very  finest  all-round  sea-baits  are  the  lug- 
worm  and  mussel  (Arenicola  piscatorum  and 
Mytilvs  edulis).  When  the  tide  recedes  sufficiently, 
the  former  may  be  obtained  from  the  sands,  the 
latter  from  the  rocks  in  great  numbers,  but 
during  the  neap  tides  already  alluded  to,  neither 
sands  nor  rocks  are  at  times  sufficiently  uncovered 
to  admit  of  the  angler  seeking  his  bait  direct,  in 
which  case  he  must  go  to  the  fishmonger  and  buy 
a herring  or  mackerel,  a dab’s  head,  or  some 
shell-fish. 

Three  years  ago  I had,  or  shared,  a theory  with 
regard  to  the  “ local  ” tastes  of  fish,  which  pointed 
to  the  food  abounding  in  their  own  particular 
locality,  and  to  which  they  are  most  accustomed, 
as  the  correct  bait  for  sea  fish.  To  this  theory  I 
gave,  I regret  to  say,  expression  in  a book ; though 
I even  then  mentioned  having  come  across 
more  exceptions  than  would  be  necessary  to 
prove  the  rule.  Since  then,  the  exceptions  have 
become  the  rule,  and  the  rule  the  exception. 
Artificial  baits  are  employed  with  enormous 
success  where  they  could  never  resemble  any- 
thing local ; and  a friend  recently  caught  twice 
as  many  “ seir  ” on  the  Coromandel  coast  by 
using  a bright  salmon-fly  as  he  could  ever  hook 
on  the  local  counterfeit  “ flying  fish”  in  vogue 
among  the  natives.  Whelks,  mussels,  limpets 
are  greedily  seized  by  fish  that  could  never  by 
any  possibility  enjoy  such  delicacies  in  the 
natural  state,  fish  unprovided  with  any  means 
of  dislodging  them  from  their  wondrous 
armour. 

Among  the  best  all-round  sea-baits  are  lug- 
worms.  They  are  not  pleasant  to  dig,  and  still 
less  so  to  use,  so  the  squeamish  angler  had  better 
put  up  with  a little  less  sport  and  employ  some 
less  objectionable  bait.  They  are  usually  kept  in 
damp  sea-weed,  but  the  Bexhill  men,  having  com- 
paratively little  of  this  commodity,  substitute 
bracken.  They  also  squeeze  out  the  internal 
economy  when  they  dig  them,  a proceeding 
which  makes  them  somewhat  less  objectionable 
to  handle  without  seriously  affecting  their  merits 
as  a bait. 

The  mussel  is  another  excellent  bait,  though 
but  few  amateurs  understand  its  proper  use. 
Here  again  the  difficulty  of  baiting  (and  also  to 
some  extent  the  attractiveness)  is  lessened  by 
keeping  in  salt.  At  Hastings  and  Eastbourne 
mussels  are  obtainable  from  the  piers  or  rocks,  at 
Bournemouth  from  the  pier,  and  at  Weymouth 
and  Torquay  from  the  harbours.  At  Dover, 
they  can  only  be  obtained  at  low  tides  by  taking 
a boat  round  to  the  harbour  sluice;  but  large 
Dutch  mussels  can  generally  be  obtained  of  Mr. 
Driiicobier,  fishmonger,  of  Snargate-street.  A 
bait  for  cod  and  codling  but  little  used  by  the 
amateur,  though  almost  exclusively  employed  by 
our  professional  fishermen,  is  the  whelk;  and  I 
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should  like  to  see  its  use  more  generally  encour- 
aged, not  alone  because  it  is  an  excellent  bait, 
easj'  to  keep  and  easy  to  use,  but  also  on  account 
of  its  destructive  behaviour  among  the  oyster- 
beds.  Another  point  in  connection  with  the 
whelk  that  is  perhaps  not  so  generally  known  as 
it  might  be,  is  that  it  is  an  admirable  scavenger, 
being  largely  employed  as  such  at  the  Crystal 
Palace  and  Brighton  Aquaria  ; and  Mr.  Lawler, 
who  has  done  such  estimable  work  at  both 
establishments,  has  many  a time  told  me  that,  but 
for  his  whelks,  he  would  have  been  at  a loss  how 
to  keep  his  tanks  free  of  offal.  When  residing  at 
Leghorn,  a couple  of  years  ago,  I used  to  enjoy 
stewed  whelks,  under  the  somewhat  euphemistic 
title  of  “ fruits  of  the  sea”  ; but  that  was  bpfore 
I met  Mr.  Lawler. 

There  are  two  other  worms  beside  the  lug 
which  are  of  great  use  in  mullet  or  pollack  fish- 
ing, the  rag  worm,  found  in  muddy  harbours,  and 
the  rockworm,  dug  out  of  the  chalky  rocks  near 
Dover  and  elsewhere,  to  which  is  allied  the 
curious  nereid  worm,  which  somehow  manages  to 
secrete  itself  in  the  extreme  peak  of  the  hermit 
crab’s  adopted  abode.  The  tail  of  the  hermit,  or 
soldier,  is  in  itself  a first-rate  bait  for  flat  fish 
and  codling;  and  if  there  are  no  rocks  handy,  a 
sufficient  fjuantity  may  as  a rule  be  got  by  sink- 
ing a small  open  net,  baited  with  fish  offal,  close 
to  where  you  are  fishing,  where  it  will  serve 
another  very  useful  purpose  by  keeping  the  crabs 
away  from  your  hooks.  When  about  to  crack 
one  of  the  shells,  place  it  on  a damp  cloth. 

Here,  again,  to  take  a brief  look  round  at  some 
of  our  favourite  watering-places,  you  should  find 
lugworms  plentiful,  and  therefore  cheap,  at  Dover 
and  Bournemouth ; ragworms  at  Dover,  Newhaven, 
Littlehampton,  Southampton,  in  short  near  any 
harbour,  and  rock  worms  only  on  the  chalky 
Kentish  coast,  and  again  along  that  of  Devon  and 
Cornwall.  Ragworms  required  at  Deal  must  be 
brought  from  Dover,  just  as  Eastbourne  and 
Hastings  lug-diggers  often  meet  half-way  at 
Bexhill.  For  bass  and  pollack  fishing  perhaps 
the  finest  bait  obtainable  (when  is  it  obtainable  ?) 
is  the  living  sand-eel,  of  the  use  of  which  our 
veteran  sea-fisherman,  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilcocks,  is  a 
staunch  advocate,  having  told  me  only  a few 
weeks  since  that  he  believed  it  to  be  fhe  only  bait 
worth  using  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten.  So  do  I ; 
but  as  you  can  scarcely  ever  get  it  when  jou 
want  it,  there  being,  I believe,  about  half  a dozen 
seines  employed  for  its  capture  between  Dunge- 
ness  and  the  Land’s  End,  and  as  it  is  most  difficult 
to  keep  alive  when  you  do  manage  to  get  a supply, 
the  average  sea-angler  has  to  content  himself 
with  some  less  marvellous  bait,  that  is  more 
get-at-able  if  less  effective.  As  a very  good  sub- 
stitute, I would  suggest  the  soft  green  crab, 
which  is  to  be  found,  evidently  conscious  of  its 
weakness,  hiding  under  loose  rocks  and  stones. 

Another  much  used  bait  for  bass  is  a piece  of 
squid,  to  get  which  it  is  generally  necessary  to 
visit  the  smacks  at  dawn  with  an  open  tobacco 
pouch  or  a loosely  stoppered  flask.  The  only 
drawback  to  the  use  of  this  bait  is,  that  it  is  a’so 
very  attractive  to  such  small  conger  as  roam 
about  by  day,  the  capture  of  which  involve  much 
loss  of  time  and  temper. 

These  then  are  the  chief  natural  baits  with 
which  sea-fish  of  one  kind  or  another  may  gene- 
rally be  taken;  and  before  bringing  these  re- 
marks to  a close,  1 cannot  help  once  more  calling 
attention  to  the  very  irregular  supply  of  sea- 
baits  with  which  we  have  to  be  contented  in  this 
sporting  country.  Artificial  baits  of  various 
materials,  chiefly  indiarubber,  can,  of  course,  be 
purchased  at  any  tackle  sho]i ; but  it  should  not 
be  forgotten  that  their  use  is  limited  to  the 
capture  of  three  species,  the  bass,  pollack,  and 
mackerel,  and  that  during  a great  part  of  the 
)ear  they  are  totally  ineffective. 

Some  time  ago,  1 remember  reading  in  the 
columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  an  appeal  in 
connection  with  this  long-felt  want,  signed  by  your 
much  missed  sea-fishing  contributor,  “Stormy 
Fetrel,”  and  whether  it  has  met  with  the  re.^ponse 
it  deserved  on  the  part  of  makers  of  sea-tackle 
or  keepers  of  aquaria,  I do  not  know,  but  I 
fear  1 can  guess. 

Hitherto  there  may  have  been  some  excuse 
for  the  backwardness  in  starting  a central  depot 
for  sea-baits  (of  which  there  is  actually  one  at 
Leghorn)  in  the  paucity  of  sea-anglers  ; but  that 
may  be  removed  in  the  course  of  a year  or  two. 


A DAY  AT  HUE8TBOURNE. 


By  R.  S.  R. 


So.ME  documents  give  us  a thrill  of  pleasure  as 
we  handle  them,  but  no  cheque  or  five  pound  note 
brought  me  greater  delight  than  the  little  paper 
which  bore  the  words  “ The  bearer  has  permission 
to  fish  with  the  artificial  fly  only  in  the  Hnrst- 
bourne  water,  on  Monday,  June  19,  1893.”  There 
was  a whole  week  in  which  to  anticipate  this  day 
with  the  rod,  and  over  and  over  again  this  permit 
was  drawn  out  and  joyfully  scanned.  When  the 
day  came  there  was  an  early  rise  (not  of  the  trout, 
but  of  the  fisher),  and  a rush  to  the  window  to 
see  what  the  morning  was  like;  the  sun  shining 
in  a cloudless  sky,  the  wind  blowing  from  the  N., 
as  the  smoke  from  the  cottage  chimneys  showed, 
right  down  the  valley — as  bad  a prospect  for  a 
fishing  day  as  could  well  be. 

At  half-past  nine  I am  on  the  river,  after  a ten 
mites  drive,  having  thoughtfully  added  to  the 
contents  of  my  basket  a bottle  of  cider  from  the 
inn.  And  now  fo’  a rising  fish;  for  an  hour  I 
can  see  none,  but  here  is  a likely  place.  There  is 
a tree  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  stream,  whose 
branches  nearly  touch  the  water ; on  my  side  a 
hawthorn  bush,  against  which  I can  stand,  and 
actually  be  in  the  shade;  and  lo,  under  the  tree, 
close  to  the  further  bank,  a fish  rises.  A cast  or 
two  and  my  Hare's  Ear  and  Yellow  floats  over  him, 
and  he  has  it,  but  in  another  second  he  has  gone; 
a bad  start.  I inspect  my  line ; the  fly  has  been 
left  in  the  fish.  I tie  on  another  very  carefully 
and  proceed  up  stream.  There  is  another  rise; 
this  time  the  fish  lies  close  to  the  top  of  some  weeds. 
With  care  I wade  up  behind  him  within  casting 
distance,  and  after  hitching  once  or  twice  in  an 
awkward  bush,  my  fly  falls  respectably  in  front  of 
him  ; he  takes  it,  and  is  hooked,  but  he  is  into  the 
weeds  like  a shot,  and  again  my  line  comes  back 
without  the  fly.  What  is  the  matter?  I tie  on 
another,  and  this  time  give  it  a pull,  and  the 
beautiful  gut  point  breaks  like  tinder  at  the  knot. 
Off'  it  comes,  no  more  gut  points  for  me  to  day.  I 
must  rely  on  my  cast,  and,  clear  as  the  water  is. 
trust  that  it  is  fine  enough  to  escape  the  notice  of 
the  wily  trout.  The  sun  blazes  down,  there  is  no 
wind  to  speak  of,  it  is  almost  intolerably  hot,  but 
I fish  on,  and  am  at  length  rewarded  by  landing  a 
Hb.  fiffi.  As  I stand  quietly  in  the  water,  like  an 
exaggerated  heron,  I hear  the  conversation  of  the 
haymakers  in  the  next  field,  who  are  tedding  the 
hay.  It  is  on  an  unexjiected  subject,  the  Derby. 
One  old  man,  the  chief  speaker,  denounces  the 
iniquity  of  the  turf ; but  then  he  goes  on  to 
expatiate  on  the  skill  of  the  jockeys.  “Well, 
now,”  he  says,  ‘ in  this  ’ere  Derby  race  there  is  a 
corner  they  have  to  go  round ; he  what  gets  the 
inside  turn,  he  has  the  best  chance.  There  be 
railings  all  round  the  course.  The  folk  with 
their  carriages  and  carts,  they  ties  their  horses  up 
to  these  ’ere  railings  with  halters.  Now,  afore  the 
race,  round  come  the  police,  and  they  makes  the 
people  untie  all  their  horses ; you  see  the  thick- 
ness of  a halter  on  them  there  railings  might  just 
spoil  a horse’s  chance;  that  shows  you  how  close 
them  jockeys  ride  round  that,  there  corner,”  and 
so  on,  and  so  on.  But  now  the  haymakers  are 
gone,  and,  though  1 have  but  one  fish,  I retire 
under  an  elm  to  eat  my  lunch.  That  is  soon  over, 
and,  as  I see  a trout  or  two  rising  in  the  first 
place  I visited,  1 go  there  and  secure  another. 
Then  I go  up  above  a fall,  jiicturesque  with  ruins 
and  trees,  out  of  which  flashes  a kingfisher  as  1 
pass  to  a place  where  I am  told  there  are  some 
leviathans.  There  they  are,  sure  enough,  but  I 
cannot  get  them  to  rise  at  me.  A huge  lime 
tree  spreads  its  branches  over  and  into  the  river, 
under  its  shade  sit  the  clergyman  of  the  parish 
and  his  sister.  I cast  and  miss  a fish,  which 
seems  to  awaken  a little  sympathy  in  their  hearts. 
Presently,  however,  I am  into  another,  and  land 
it,  no  leviathan,  only  Ijlb.,  but  the  clergyman 
accepts  it  for  his  dinner,  and  show's  greater 
interest  in  my  proceedings.  Now  there  is  a good 
rise  outside  the  branches  of  the  lime  tree.  ' I 
venture  out  some  yards,  as  far  as  my  wading 
stockings  will  allow,  through  mud  and  weed,  to 
get  behind  him  ; then  1 cast  and  have  hold  of  him. 
How  he  does  rush  about.  He  tries  the  weed,  he 
tries  ihe  branches  of  the  lime  tree  again  and 
again,  but  I keep  him  out  at  the  risk  of  every- 
thing. Where  is  the  net?  Its  spring  clip  has 
slipped  out  of  my  pocket,  and  the  net  lies  at  the 


bottom  of  the  river.  I get  my  toe  under  it  and 
regain  it,  and  now  after  a handsome  struggle  I 
net  my  fish  (no  leviathan,  a two-pounder),  and 
turn  abruptly,  too  abruptly,  to  go  ashore.  Stuck 
in  the  mud  and  weeds,  I lose  my  balance,  and  sit 
down  in  the  water  (I  should  like  to  have  seen  the 
clergyman’s  face  at  that  moment).  I thrust  my 
arm  down  and  get  uyi  as  soon  as  possible,  look  at 
my  net,  it  is  empty.  I lift  up  my  rod,  the  line  is 
covered  with  hanging  bits  of  weed,  but  there  is 
the  fish  still  on,  so  I slip  the  net  under  him  again 
and  make  for  terra  firma.  The  clergyman  says 
that  he  had  no  idea  trout  fishing  was  such  sport. 
The  wind  shifts  to  all  points  in  the  compass,  and 
we  hear  thunder  in  the  distance;  but  there  is  a 
good  evening  rise  between  7 and  8.30.  I have  the 
right  tly,  a Whitchurch  Dun,  and  get  two  brace 
more,  averaging  Dlb.  each.  Then  I start  for  home. 
A pleasant  drive  in  the  cool  summer  evening,  a 
basket  of  fish  for  the  wife  to  make  atonement  for 
my  long  absence  from  home,  a welcome  supper,  and 
one  more  pipe,  a little  extra  whisky  and  water 
because  of  my  wetting,  and  my  fishing  day  is  over. 


BOOKS  REVIEWED. 

Messes.  Walker,  Fraser,  and  Steele,  of  68, 
Bath- street,  Glasgow,  have  sent  us  their  1893 
edition  of  “The  Scottish  Register  of  Coast, 
Country,  and  West  Highland  Houses.”  This 
register  of  fishings,  grouse  moors,  deer  forests, 
mansion  houses,  and  lowland  shootings,  may  be 
had  on  application,  or  by  post  for  two  stamps. 
The  guide,  which  consists  of  nearly  300  pages  of 
valuable  information,  also  contains  a map  of 
Scotland  (by  John  Bartholomew  and  Co.), 
showing  all  roads,  streams,  rivers,  lochs,  and 
hamlets.  At  this  season  of  the  year,  when 
tourists  are  necessarily  exercised  in  finding  suit- 
able accommodation,  this  “ Scottish  Register  ’ 
will  come  as  a “ guide,  philosopher,  and  friend.’’ 
All  tastes  may  be  gratified,  and  all  purses  suited. 
Cottages  from  £12  for  three  months,  and 
mansions  from  £2-50  for  the  same  period,  may  be 
arranged  for  through  Messrs.  Walker,  Fraser, 
and  Steele.  On  the  3rd  inst.  the  Midland 
Railway  Company  commenced  a new  afternoon 
Scotch  express,  with  first  and  third-class  dining 
carriages  attached,  between  London  and  Glasgow, 
starting  at  1.30  p.m.  at  each  end.  A first-class 
luncheon  is  served  for  2s.  fid.  (third-cla=s  2s.),  and 
a table  d’hote  dinner  (first-class  3s.  fid.,  third- 
class  2s.  fid  ).  A pot  of  tea  and  roll  and  butter 
can  be  obtained  for  fid.  The  increased  comforts 
now  placed  at  the  disposal  of  passengers  should 
result  in  a large  increase  of  traffic.  To  pleasure- 
travellers  and  tourists  between  Scotland  and 
England  these  new  privileges  will  be  hailed  with 
satisfaction,  whilst  to  the  commercial  man,  whose 
business  engagements  often  deny  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  taking  his  lunch  before  the  trains  leave, 
the  fact  that  he  can  eat  his  meal  in  leisure  and 
in  comfort  en  route  will  be  an  immense  boon. 


The  new  edition  of  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers’ 
Catalogue  is  now  before  us.  In  addition  to  a 
complete  list  of  every  conceivable  article  required 
by  the  angler,  which  are  numbered,  illustrated, 
and  described,  there  are  “Hints  on  Angling,” 
which  include  fly-fishing  for  trout;  casting  the 
fly  ; where  and  how  to  fish  ; striking  and  hooking  ; 
landing  the  fish;  choice  of  rod;  playing  a fish, 
gaffing;  spinning  with  the  natural  minnow  ; new 
drop  minnow  tackle  for  trout,  pike,  perch,  &c. ; 
creeper,  May-fly,  and  grub  fishing ; worm  fishing ; 
hints  to  anglers  about  Norway  and  New  Zealand, 
eyed-hooks;  the  jam  knot  attachment  for  trout- 
flies;  artificial  flies;  a complete  list  of  flies  for 
March  to  September,  &c.,  Ac.  To  attempt  to 
enumerate  the  whole  of  the  articles  herein 
recorded  would  fill  two  or  three  columns  of  our 
pages.  There  are  four-and-twenty  pages  of  testi- 
monials from  some  of  the  greatest  authorities  of 
the  present  day,  a perusal  of  which,  taken  hap- 
hazard, will  convince  the  most  sceptical  that  there 
must  be  something  in  the  Brothers  Hardy,  or, 
rather,  in  the  goods  which  they  manufacture  and 
supply  from  their  celebrated  Alnwick  factories, 
to  call  forth  such  encomiums.  AVe  will  conclude 
this  notice  in  the  words  of  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers, 
London  and  North  British  AVorks,  Alnwick  ; “ If 
you  have  not  seen  it  (the  catalogue),  send  three 
stamps  for  ‘Hints  on  Angling’  and  List.  200 
illustrations.” 


July  15,  ]893] 


THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAY. 


That  celebrated  angler,  Max  Walbran,  says  this  is 
ihe  worst  trout  season  he  can  remember.  ‘‘  I killed 
eighteen  good  fish  on  Monday  and  ten  on  Wednesday. 
Was  almost  baked  alive.  Upstream;  worm;  nothing 
else  any  good.” 

Two  fishermen,  named  Barlow  and  Eoberts,  while 
drawing  their  salmon  nets  in  the  estuary  of  the  Dee,  off 
Connah’s  Quay,  caught  a young  bottle-nosed  shark,  2Jft. 
in  length.  When  the  creature  was  opened  the  fishermen 
extracted  a salmon  |lb.  in  weight.  This  is  the  first 
instance  recorded  of  the  capture  of  a shark  in  the 
Deo.  Like  the  famous  miller,  it  evidently  “ cared  for 
nobody,”  and  could  take  its  salmon  without  cucumber. 
An  Irishman  once  remarked  that  a sheep’s  head  was  the 
finest  joint  in  the  pig.  By  the  same  line  of  argument 
the  best  part  of  this  undersized  shark  was  the  salmon. 
****** 

The  Society  of  Caxtonian  Anglers  have  arranged  to  fish 
the  club  cup  competition,  at  Chertsey,  on  Sept.  14.  The 
value  of  the  cup  is  five  guineas.  There  will  also  be  a 
second  prize  of  two  guineas,  and  a third  prize  of  one 
guinea.  Only  specimen  fish  may  be  weiglied-in  for  club 
prizes.  Salmon  must  weigh  61b.,  and  trout  (Thames 
or  Lea)  must  not  measure  less  than  lOin. ; roach.  Sin. — 
heaviest  for  season,  £3  3s.  ; pike,  24in.  ; barbel,  15in  ; 
bream,  12in.  ; chub,  tench,  and  carp.  lOin.  ; perch, 
rudd,  and  grayling,  9in. ; dace,  7in.  ; and  gudgeon,  .5in. 
—heaviest,  Is.  ; second  prize,  10s.  (5d.  No  money  is 
allowed  to  be  taken ; prizes  must  be  selected  for  value 
won.  Season  1893-94  bids  fair  to  eclipse  the  one  just 
ended.  Surely  the  Caxtonians  are  good  Waltonians  ! 
****** 

Mb.  Oliver  Burton,  of  Leicester,  has  been  spending 
a few  days  at  Ormesby  Broad.  “ The  Sportsman  ” (Mr. 
Samuel  Bichmond,  proprietor)  was  the  hotel  selected, 
and  Mr.  Bnrton  tells  me  that  he  received  every  atten- 
tion ; is  loud  in  his  praise  of  “ Sam,”  the  proprietor  of 
the  boat ; and  that  sport  at  the  Sportsman,  if  not  always 
good,  was  productive  on  one  day  of  301b.,  another  of  301b., 
and  another  of  291b.,  which  included  bream  of  31b.  and 
roach  of  11b.  Eighty-nine  pounds  of  bream  and  roach  in 
three  days  is  not  bad  work.  These  takes  are  not  by  any 
means  uncommon,  and  Mr.  Burton  will  not  be  asked  to 
draw  it  mild.  He  has  returned,  as  I hope  every  angler 
will  return  from  his  holiday,  with  no  bitter  reflections, 
but  stout  and  hale  and  hearty. 

****** 

The  date  of  the  Hull  Times  competition,  at  Brigg,  on 
the  Ancholme,  is  July  24  (Monday).  July  25  (Tuesday) 
is  the  date  for  the  opening  of  the  Fisheries  Exhibition, 
at  Truro,  in  Cormwall. 

****** 

Mb.  Hesse  has  recently  preserved  and  mounted  the 
head  of  a 401b.  habuka  (New  Zealand  fish)  for  the 
Sussex  Piscatorial  Society.  It  certainly  is  remarkably 
well  done,  and  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  society  (Mr.  W.  E. 
Booth)  writes  : “ My  committee  are  so  pleased  with  the 
result  that  they  desire  me  to  say  that,  in  their  opinion, 
the  excellence  of  the  work  is  only  equalled  by  the 
moderation  in  the  charge  made.” 

****** 

The  Thames  at  Eichmond  has  been  exceedingly  low 
during  the  past  week,  it  being  possible  to  easily  see  the 
hed  of  the  river  in  many  parts.  In  the  “ Gull  ” this  has 
heen  specially  noticeable,  and  a number  of  fishermen 
have  visited  this  part  of  the  river  fly-fishing  for  dace. 
The  Black  Gnat  was  the  principal  fly,  though  the 
Soldier  proved  very  useful  when  showers  of  rain  passed 
over  the  district.  Despite  the  shallowness  of  the  water 
the  punt  fishermen  usually  managed  to  get  plenty  of  fish, 
which  unfortunately  ran  small  in  size. 

****** 

We  have  read  lately  of  all  sorts  of  “accidents” 
happening  to  destroy  the  fish,  such  as  vitriol  and  car- 
bolic acid  floating  down  the  rivers  in  Yorkshire  ; lime 
below  Nottingham ; dynamite  in  Somerset ; sea  water 
entering  the  Vernatts,  South  Lincoln,  &c.  We  have 
had  a water  famine — oh  ! what  miles  of  “copy  ” have 
heen  made  out  of  this  famine ! The  sun,  the  dear, 
delightful  sun,  that  I can  never  get  enough  of,  has 
been  abused  by  all  but  the  angry  culturists,  who,  if  they 
have  “ made  hay  while  the  sun  shines,”  should  have  a 
good  stock  by  them  now  (but  which  they  say  they 
haven’t).  Eain ! rain  ! has  been  the  cry.  It  comes  ; and 
lo  ! the  first  decent  damper  washes  the  “ carbolic  ” out 
of  the  drains  into  the  river,  and  kills  all  the  trout.  Then 
comes  the  thunder  to  the  delight  of  the  eel  catchers — 
one  was  taken  this  week  at  Hythe  of  4Jlb. — and  the 
lightning,  to  the  supposed  slaughter  of  myriads  of  fish 
of  almost  every  species,  and  very  nearly  the  annihilation 
of  two  men  and  a boy  ! 

****** 

Mb.  E.  P.  Wilson,  of  Northumberland-street,  Edin- 
burgh, tells  us  that  two  gentlemen  and  a .young  lad  were 
fishing  a pond  at  Monikie,  when  a bright  flash  of 
lightning  caused  one  of  them  to  drop  back  on  the  seat  of 
the  boat  and  exclaim,  “ I say,  I’ve  been  struck  ! ” and 
the  other,  “ So  have  I ! ” One  gentleman  experienced  a 
prickling  sensation  on  the  forehead,  while  the  other  felt 
a dull  pain  on  the  top  of  the  head.  The  lad  was  also 
“ dazed.”  One  of  the  gentlemen  was  fishing  with  a 
steel-centred  rod,  and  the  probability  is  that  this  acted 
as  a conductor  for  Ihe  electric  fluid.  Oh  ! happy 
fisherman  ! if  you  could  all  get  takes  of  fifty  or  sixty 
pounds  of  fish  without  any  trouble  where  would  be  the 
sport?  Where,  indeed!  No;  let  us  keep  the  ball 
rolling ; let  us  enjoy  the  boats  and  the  weeds,  and  the 
barricades,  and  the  nailed-up  gates,  and  look  forward  to 
the  ice  and  snow,  and  mud  and  slush,  and  howling  winds, 


and  let  us  not  be  content  until  the  riparian  owners  lay 
claim  to  all  the  water,  and  grudge  us  the  very  air  we 
breathe ! 

****** 

While  the  weeds  are  with  us — and  they  are  likely  to 
be  the  cause  of  a few  more  breakages  to  tackle  before 
the  forty  days  and  forty  nights  of  rain,  which  someone 
in  the  know  prophesies — the  two  best,  very  best,  baits 
for  use  up  till  the  end  of  August  are  caddis  worms  and 
wasi>  grub.  If  you  arc  a bit  of  a naturalist  you  may 
“ find  ” caddis  in  the  majority  of  rivers,  at  almost  all 
seasons  of  the  year.  An  “old”  hand  will  get  enough 
at  one  haul  of  the  landing  net  to  last  him  for  a day’s 
fishing.  If  he  prefers  to  jirocure  them  as  he  does  his 
gentles  and  worms,  from  the  tackle  dealers,  Mr. 
Sowerbutts,  of  the  East-end,  and  Mr.  Poole,  of 
190,  Broadwall,  Stamford-street,  S.E.,  have  them  on 
sale.  Wasp  grubs  may  also  be  procured  by  “ new  ” 
hands  ; so  may  blisters.  Those  who  may  care  to  try 
them,  without  the  trouble  of  “ laying  siege  ” to  their 
well-ordered  home’,  should  call  or  send  to  Messrs. 
Eichardson,  of  “The  Pluckie  Perche,”  Finsbury-pave- 
ment.  The  charge  is,  I believe,  4d.  per  ounce. 

**#-**« 

On  Tuesday  night  the  club  room  of  the  “ Good  Intent  ” 
anglers  was  transformed  into  a bazaar.  Wives,  and 
daughter.^,  and  sweethearts,  were  allowed  to  feast  their 
eyes  on  the  greatest  variety  of  articles  it  has  ever  been 
my  good  fortune  to  see  brought  together  in  any  angling 
club.  The  occasion  was  the  annual  distribution  of 
prizes.  Mr.  Murphy  (who  had  been  absent  for  some 
time  through  illness)  went  through  an  almost  intermin- 
able list  of  prizes  and  prize-winners  ; and  at  the  finish — 
plucky  though  he  is — was  well-nigh  exhausted.  He 
received,  what  he  deserved,  an  ovation.  The  trustee, 
Mr.  Williams,  who  subscribes  two  guineas  yearly  to  the 
list,  was  on  the  right  of  Chairman  H.  J.  Tibbatts,  who 
came  up  to  his  club  laden  with  some  good  Cam  roach 
(one  of  lUb.),  and  in  a voice — not  “ low  and  clear  ” as  the 
song  says,  and  as  the  rivers  are — sonorous  and  stentorian, 
made  some  happy  and  apropos  remarks  to  each  recipient. 
To  enumerate  the  prizes  would  be  a wearisome 
task,  but  this  club,  although  it  fishes  for  guineas,  com- 
pels the  members  to  transform  them  into  articles  useful 
or  ornamental — or  both.  Amongst  them  were  a music 
stool,  a magnificent  “ go  cart,”  boots,  shoes,  leggings, 
suits  of  clothes,  cigars,  gold  chains,  brooches,  diamond 
rings,  oil  paintings,  and  a regular  china-shop  full  of 
toilet  sets,  vases,  dinner  and  tea  services,  cruets,  &c., 
but  not  one  copper  kettle.  All  honour  to  this  hard- 
working body,  and  may  the  .£50  which  Mr.  Tibbatt’s 
“ coaxed  ” out  of  the  assembled  guests  and  members — 
principally  members — be  still  further  augmented,  and 
may  the  members  receive  the  same  meed  of  praise  at 
their  next  “annual”  as  was  justly  awarded  them  by 
their  right  good  secretary,  Mr.  Murphy,  on  Tuesday  last 
****** 

The  Excursion. 

Happvt  gliding  through  the  water,  while  the  afternoon 
gets  shorter. 

As  the  music’s  artless  strains  for  ever  fill  the  happy 
hour. 

And  the  breezes  die  and  listen  where  the  evening  waters 
glisten. 

Which  the  shaded  vision  of  the  passing  pretty  banka 
embower. 

And  at  tea,  while  quiet  resting,  ever  happy,  ever  jesting, 

And  the  kindly  mutual  presence  bears  an  image  sweet 
and  new, 

Castle-building  in  the  play-time  of  love’s  idle  happy 
day-time. 

Fond  pursuing  little  fancies,  little  thoughts,  and 
pictures  true. 

Further,  where  the  trees  are  blowing,  and  the  sweetest 
spring  is  growing, 

How  the  happy  time  is  crowding  with  all  mem’ries 
free  and  sweet ! 

As  we  wander  ’mongst  the  flowers,  pay  no  heed  to  flying 
hours. 

Only  commune,  chat  and  answer,  and  the  soft  grass 
at  our  feet. 

Last,  the  darkening  pathway  wending,  and  the  last  of 
evening  spending, 

And  we  pass  into  the  lights  and  sounds  of  London  and 
the  night. 

Comes  perhaps  to  heightened  pastime,  sadder  thought 
— “ perhaps  the  last  time  ! ” 

Yet  shall  clear  into  a mem’ry  fresh — a mem’ry  dear 
and  liright. 


Anglers  picture  the  trout  as  holding  the  fort,  not 
lowering  behind  weeds,  like  the  pike,  but  in  the  full 
rush  of  water,  where  all  may  behold  him,  and  whence  he 
issues  with  a dash  that  makes  known  the  presence  of 
someone  of  importance.  The  angler  knows,  too,  that 
even  when  that  rare  moment  arrives  when  the  trout 
unwarily  seizes  the  barbed  lure,  he  is  far  from  being 
certain  of  his  prey.  On  his  hook  he  has  one  possessed 
of  both  craft  and  power,  and  until  the  last  gasp  both  of 
these  will  be  utilised.  For  the  supreme  moment  of  this 
struggle  between  man  and  fish,  men— sane  men,  able- 
bodied  and  with  means  to  do  other  things,  and  the 
intellectuality  to  enjoy  them — will  devote  hours,  days, 
and  weeks  to  the  pursuit  of  the  Thames  trout,  knowing 
full  well  that  the  proportion  of  blank  days  to  those 
bringing  prizes  must  be  sadly  disproportionate,  judged  by 
the  standard  of  other  phases  of  trout  fishing.  Fi.shing 
for  Thames  trout  is  certainly  the  nearest  approach  to 
piscatorial  gambling  that  can  bo  imagined,  for,  spirit 
you  never  so  wisely  or  so  well,  if  the  trout  be  not  in  the 
humour  your  labour  is  all  in  vain. 


GROUND  BAIT. 


Frosts  are  generally  dew  before  they  come. 


If  an  angler  could  only  oat  good  advice,  living  would 
be  cheap — ho  can  get  so  much  of  it  free. 


The  angler  who  has  the  greatest  difficulty  in  obtaining 
an  audience  is  the  one  who  knows  everything. 


Anglers  like  plenty  of  “drought,”  but  not  the  sort 
we  have  bad  lately.  

Irish  Piscator : “Its  a very  great  pleasure  to  be 
angling  alone,  especially  when  yor  sweetheart  is  wid  ye.” 


Fi.shermen  frequently  take  fish  by  the  gills;  they 
have  also  been  known  to  take  stout  by  the  quart. 


When  fish  are  taking  flies  towards  evening  they  are 
going  home.  

Gold  fi.sh  are  found  in  ornamental  waters;  anyone 
caught  with  them  in  their  possession  will  he  fined. 


Fish  are  often  sold  by  weight ; fishermen  are  often 
sold  by  waiting— and  not  catching  any. 


The  principal  thing  to  have  in  a punt  is  plenty  o 
grub — gentlemen  always  do. 


The  man  who  supplies  gentles  need  not  necessarily  be 
agentlemvn.  


It  is  curious  that  fishermen  leave  as  soon  as  the  sport 
begins ; directly  the  first  fish  bites  they  hook  it. 


Margate  boat.  Stout  gentleman  (has  volunteered  a 
song):  “I’m  afloat,  I'm  afloat,”  &e.  Grumpy  One: 
“Oh,  you’re  a float,  are  you?  What  do  they  try  and 
catch  with  you— whales  ? ” 


When  an  angler  lost  a paper  of  hooks  at  Pulborough, 
several  of  his  confreres  gathered  round  him,  and  asked 
the  usual  question  : “ Do  you  know  where  you  lost  it  ? ” 
“Yes,  yes,”  he  replied;  “I’m  merely  hunting  in  these 
other  places  for  it  to  kill  time.” 


Edward  the  Confessor,  during  his  luncheon  hour, 
was  tempted  to  patronise  a shilling  fish  ordinary  at 
Billingsgate,  consisting  of  three  courses,  with  potatoes 
and  bread.  For  the  first  course  a small  and  somewhat 
dubious  fish  was  placed  before  the  monarch,  who 
regarded  it  for  some  moments  in  a fit  of  gloomy  abstrac- 
tion. Presently,  calling  the  waiter,  ho  asked  : “Sirrah, 
what  callest  thou  this  fish?”  “Smelt,  sire  I ’’-replied 
he  of  the  grimy  shirt-front.  “ It  is  well  named,” 
replied  the  king,  standing  up  and  taking  his  crown  from 
the  hat  rack,  “ for  it  hath  smelt  so  loud  that  I cannot 
hear  myself  talk.  I must  hie  me  to  a fresh  place.” 


Fishy  Proceeding. — Some  time  ago  a Manchester 
merchant  was  fishing  in  the  Wye,  near  Chatsworth,  and 
met  with  indifferent  luck.  He  was  rendered  the  more 
impatient  at  his  non-success  by  noticing  the  facility 
with  which  two  apparently  bucolic  fellows  in  a swim  a 
little  higher  up  the  stf-eam  were  pulling  the  speckled 
beauties  to  the  bank.  The  Manchester  man  approached, 
and  induced  them  by  a gift  of  money  to  send  the  shining 
spoil  to  his  address  in  Cottonopolis,  where  no  doubt  he 
intended  to  pass  off  among  his  friends  the  catch  of  trout 
as  his  own.  Great  was  his  humiliation  on  receipt  of  the 
hamper  to  find  enclosed  in  an  envelope  bearing  a ducal 
crest  the  money  he  had  paid,  together  with  a card 
bearing  the  words — “ With  the  compliment!  of  the 
Marquis  of  Harlington  and  Lord  Edward  Cavendish.” 


We  extract  the  following  from  the  Yorkshire  Weekly 
Post:  “I  have  but  a very  poor  opinion  of  the  eel.  Ho 
keeps  such  low  company.  You  will  generally  meet  him 
in  company  with  a lot  of  disreputable  loafers  in  a White- 
chapel eel  pie  shop.  He  is  such  a contrary  chap,  too. 
Instead  of  running  up  the  river  to  spawn,  like  the  lordly 
salmon  or  any  other  right-minded  fish,  he — the  silver 
variety  of  him  at  any  rate — must  needs  work  down  to  the 
estuaries  to  multiply  his  species.  His  capabilities  in  the 
acrobatic  line  are  too  well  known  to  need  much  com- 
ment. He  can  do  all  the  contortionist’s  stage  tricks 
except  the  ‘ splits.’  However  frightened  the  eel  may 
become,  he  never  gets  into  such  a funk  that  his  heart  is 
in  his  mouth.  The  extraordinary  plan  upon  which  he  is 
built  will  not  allow  of  such  a state  of  thing.!,  for — owing 
to  lack  of  space  else  vhere— bis  vital  organs  are  quite  at 
the  other  end  of  him,  stowed  away  at  the  bottom  of  his 
hold.  Possibly  this  fact  may  account  for  his  utter  want 
of  sympathy — his  heart  isn’t  in  the  right  place,  you  see. 
The  eel  may  be  taken  by  ledgering  with  lobworms  in 
quiet  pools,  along  the  river  banks  (especially  where 
there  are  plenty  of  tree  roots),  among  the  piles  and 
masonry  of  old  weirs  and  tluices,  near  the  mouths  of 
drains,  and  almost  anywhere  where  the  stream  is  not  too 
strong,  and  there  is  mud  or  weed  about.  The  tackle 
should  be  strong,  and  your  clothes  some  that  you  don’t 
care  to  wear  again.  It  requires  a long  pull  and  a strong 
pull  to  persuade  the  eel  to  come  out  of  his  hole  or  release 
his  tail  from  some  convenient  snag  after  he  finds  himself 
hooked,  but  once  get  him  clear  and  he  has  no  fight  left 
in  him  until  you  get  him  to  bank.” 
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NOTES  FOR  CLUB  ANGLERS. 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting'  of  the  London  Anglers’ 
Association  'will  take  place  on  Monday,  at  the  Foresters 
Hall,  Clerkenwell.  # ^ * 

A COMPETITION  amongst  the  members  of  the  Anchor 
and  Hope  Club,  the  Eoyal  George,  Rotherhithe  New- 
road,  -was  held  on  the  Arun,  at  Amberley,  on  the  hth 
inst.  About  201b.  of  fish  resulted. 

* ** 

A FINE  rudd  of  21b.  6oz.  has  recently  been  caught  in 
the  Ouse,  at  St.  Ives,  a privilege  ticket  station.  There 
are  some  more  there  like  it. 

* * 

* 

No  angler  should  start  from  Liverpool-street  without 
boiled  wheat.  The  fish  in  the  rivers  down  the  G.E.R. 
are  very  partial  to  it.  # ^ 

I SAW  a brace  of  fine  trout  at  Barton  Mills,  near 
Mildenhall,  the  other  day.  They  have  defied  capture 
for  a long  time,  but  I thought  I had  got  one  of  them 
when  I was  down  that  way  last.  The  fish  made  a dash 
for  the  artificial  minnow,  but  all  at  once  slackened  speed, 
and  then,  having  coolly  swam  up  to  the  bait,  disappeared 
into  the  deep  hole  again,  evidently  satisfied  that  the 
minnow  looked  rather  dangerous.  The  cunning  of  these 
two  trout  is  remarkable.  Whilst  they  never  take  a bait 
from  a well-equipped  angler,  they  frequently  bite  at  the 
locals’  cad-baits  and  smash  him  up,  and  if  they  can  espy 
a little  hoy  in  the  act  of  lifting  out  a small  roach  or  dace 
they  love  to  “chop”  it  in  two.  The  liveliest  of  dace, 
minnows,  and  gudgeons,  and  the  best  of  artificial  baits 
have  been  sent  down  the  mill-stream,  and  the  Cambridge 
and  Newmarket  anglers  have  tried  their  hardest,  but 
the  two  trout  have  preferred  to  feed  when  willow  rods 
were  near  and  little  yokels  were  trying  for  gudgeon  and 
dace  with  a pin.  The  fish  are  always  in  one  spot — just 
where  the  stream  runs  into  the  mill-pool.  I saw  them 
at  least  twenty  times  whilst  I was  fishing  there.  I 
should  like  Mr.  Wheeldon  to  see  what  he  could  do  in 
this  part.  The  Thames  trout  seem  to  have  rejected  him, 
and  ere  the  season  is  too  late  our  good  angler- sportsman 
might  yet  in  “fields  fresh  and  pastures  new”  retrieve 
his  bad  fortune  by  capturing  these  two  very  artful  Lark 
trout.  # ^ # 

Several  members  of  the  Great  Yarmouth  Working 
Men’s  Angling  Society  weighed-in  some  nice  bream  on 
the  2nd  inst.,  including  one  fish  of  4jlb.,  which  had  been 
landed  by  Mr.  C.  Bullimore. 

A PEGGED-DOWN  competition  for  boys  not  exceeding 
fourteen  years  of  age,  has  been  promoted  by  the  members 
of  the  St.  Ives  Angling  Society,  and  will  take  place  in 
the  Ouse  this  (Saturday)  afternoon.  The  prizes  are  : 
first,  7s.  ; second,  5s. ; third,  2s.  fid.  ; and  fourth.  Is.  Gd. 

A PIKE,  said  to  weigh  about  301b.,  has  recently  been 
seen  in  the  Surrey  Commercial  Docks. 

Salmon  are  amongst  the  fish  to  be. found  in  the  Stour 
at  Manningtree. 

Punt  fishing  up  the  Thames  is  affording  sport,  but  the 
bank  anglers,  generally  speaking,  have  not  been  doing 
very  well,  as  they  get  too  much  disturbed  by  the  boating 
fraternity.  Few  anglers  seem  to  go  in  for  trout  fishing 
now,  though  there  is  no  reason  why  success  should  not 
attend  their  efforts  in  the  early  morning  and  again  in  the 
evening.  The  recent  rains  should  have  freshened  up  the 
water  considerably,  but  it  still  lacks  colour.  We  have 
now,  however,  reached  July,  and,  according  to  Dr. 
Rudolf  Falb,  a German  weather  prophet,  this  month, 
and  August  and  September,  are  to  be  extremely  wet. 
September,  he  considers,  will  beat  the  record  for  rain. 
Certainly  the  Thames  needs  Hooding,  but  we  anglers  can 
hardly  do  with  three  months’  I’ain  right  off — it  would  be 
a typical  case  of  jumping  out  of  the  fire  into  the  frying- 
pan — and  I hope  that,  like  a good  many  other  things 
made  in  Germany,  the  learned  doctor’s  predictions 
about  the  weather  may  turn  out  unsound. 

# # 

# 

I HEAR  a carp  and  some  tench  were  taken  in  the  Arun 
on  the  9th  inst.  Several  capital  baskets  of  bream  and 
roach  were  also  made  in  the  Amberley  and  Pulborough 
districts,  and  the  river  this  season  is  certainly  fishing 
very  well.  Amongst  the  latest  takes  made  by  the 
London  anglers  which  have  been  notified  me,  I should  like 
to  mention  two,  Mr.  C.  Watling,  231b.,  and  Mr.  Savage, 
201b.  Roach  and  bream  made  up  these  excellent  baskets. 

# # 

# 

Given  fine  weather,  the  roving  competition  organised 
by  Mr.  Eldridge,  at  Pulborough,  on  July  15,  should  be 
a very  successful  event.  I append  the  conditions,  and 
hope  i shall  have  the  pleasure  of  looking  on  a good  show 
of  fish.  “ No  live  bait  to  be  used.  Jack,  eels,  pope, 
dabs,  bleak,  and  gudgeon  barred.  Thames  measure. 
No  one  to  fish  within  ten  yards  of  another  without  his 
consent.  One  rod  only  to  be  carried.  Disputes  to  be 
settled  by  the  stewards  present.  Weighing  to  com- 
mence at  4 o’clock.  No  fish  will  be  received  after 
4.30  sharp.  The  weighing  to  take  place  at  Mr.  Nutt’s, 
Swan  Hotel,  Pulborough.  All  competitors  must  get 
their  tickets  stamped  at  the  Swan  Hotel  before  starting, 
anyone  neglecting  to  do  so  will  be  disqualified.”  For  the 
convenience  of  the  anglers  and  their  friends  two  specials 
will  run  from  London  Bridge  at  G.45  and  C..55  a.m. 
to-morrow  morning.  Gooseqdill. 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

On  Thursday  evening  last,  July  6,  the  ordinary 
monthly  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling  Associa 
tion  was  held  at  the  headquarters.  Mr.  J.  Hughes  pre- 
sided, in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Coles,  who  was  prevented 
attending  the  meeting  through  an  accident  to  his  foot. 
The  other  absent  members  were  Messrs.  Dance,  Ctes- 
well,  Allen,  Holding,  and  Alexander.  The  minutes  of 
the  previous  meeting,  held  June  1st,  were  read  and 
adopted.  Mr.  White  gave  in  a report  of  his  visit  to 
Pershore,  in  company  with  Mr.  Coles,  for  the  purpose 
of  seeing  if  the  river  Avon  was  suitable  for  a large  con- 
test at  this  place.  The  report  went  to  show  that  the 
river  from  Pershore  down  towards  Defford,  both  sides  of 
the  river  will  be  available  for  the  contest  ; the  water 
is  easy  of  access  from  the  banks,  and  free  from  rushes 
and  weeds,  and  in  no  place  would  there  be  any  parts 
that  would  he  unfishable.  The  report  was  adopted  as 
satisfactory,  and  the  best  thanks  of  the  committee 
accorded  to  Messrs.  Coles  and  White  for  their  services. 
'The  question  of  withholding  the  stamps  from  the  four 
clubs  that  had  not  paid  their  subscription  was  next 
discussed,  when  it  was  resolved  that  the  action  of  the 
secretary  be  approved  of,  and  that  the  clubs  in  question 
comply  with  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  last  general 
meeting  before  they  receive  their  stamps.  The  secre- 
tary drew  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  desira- 
bility of  calling  a special  general  meeting  for  dealing 
with  the  contest  and  other  important  business,  when  it 
was  decided  to  hold  a special  general  meeting  on 
Thursday  evening  next,  July  20th,  chair  to  be  taken  at 
8 o’clock  prompt.  This  concluded  the  business  of  the 
meeting. 

I am  pleased  to  inform  my  readers  that  the  whole  of 
the  clubs,  with  the  exception  of  the  City  Society,  have 
paid  their  subscriptions  to  the  Association  and  to  the 
challege  cup  fund.  The  amount  paid  to  the  latter  is  in 
excess  of  what  was  anticipated,  the  amount  raised  by 
the  threepenny  levy  being  £40  Is.  This  sum  will  go  a 
long  way  towards  a good  cup,  but  the  committee  are 
trying  to  augment  this  sum  by  private  subscriptions,  a 
list  of  which  will  appear  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  on 
Aug.  19  next. 

The  Camden  Society  fished  their  annual  contest  at 
Alrewas  on  Saturday  afternoon  last.  Sixty-nine 
members  competed  for  a first-class  selection  of  prizes. 
The  contest  was  of  the  usual  duration — two  hours — 
during  which  time  Jupiter  Pluvius  held  complete  control 
of  the  weather  department,  much  to  the  disgust  of 
those  who  were  without  waterproofs  or  umbrellas.  The 
result  of  the  contest  ended  in  Mr.  A.  Marlow  taking 
first  honours,  Mr.  C.  Wainwright,  second,  Mr.  J.  A. 
Dance,  third,  &c.  Mr.  W.  Perry,  of  the  Brookfields 
Society,  acted  as  referee.  The  prizes  will  be  distributed 
at  the  next  general  meeting  of  the  society. 

Moseley  New  Pool  still  furnishes  good  sport  for  the 
Belmont  anglers.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the  water 
being  low  ; it  gives  the  anglers  a better  chance  of  fishing 
certain  places  from  the  banks  that  under  ordinary 
circumstances  would  not  be  get-at-able.  The  gentlemen 
securing  the  chief  honours  during  the  past  week  is  Mr. 
John  Steiihens.  This  gentleman  took  seven  roach  on 
the  7th  inst.,  which  weighed  71b.  3oz.  The  largest 
weighed  lib.  4oz.  and  the  smallest  14oz. 

The  somewhat  heavy  rains  that  we  have  had  lately  in 
the  Midlands  has  had  the  desired  effect  of  putting  all 
our  waters  in  better  condition.  We  have  had  some 
very  heavy  storms,  and  all  we  want  now  is  a little  fine 
weather  just  to  put  the  anglers  on  good  terms  with 
themselves. 

The  special  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Asso- 
ciation, to  be  held  on  Thursday  evening  next,  -will  be  of 
great  importance,  as  the  resignation  of  the  vice-presi- 
dent will  be  discussed,  and  the  challenge  cup  and  annual 
contest  will  be  finally  settled.  Chair  will  be  taken  at 
8 o’clock  prompt,  and  the  delegates  are  requested  to 
attend  early  owing  to  the  lengthy  agenda. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE*. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Here  we  have  had  a lot  of  heavy  rain  since  my  last 
notes  were  despatched,  and  this  has  had  the  effect  of 
improving  the  chances  of  the  angler.  Roach  and  perch 
have  both  been  easier  to  catch.  As  an  instance,  it  may 
be  stated  that  two  fishermen  in  a reach  of  the  Forty- 
foot,  near  Donington  Bridge,  got  between  them,  on 
Monday,  no  less  than  sixty-two  fish,  weighing  in  the 
aggregate,  about  281b. ; and  on  the  11th,  another  gen- 
tleman secured  a mixed  basket  of  121b. 

The  most  seductive  baits  for  roach  this  week  have 
been  new  ■wheat,  paste,  and  the  wasp  grub.  'Lhe  latter 
killed  five  beauties  near  the  Nesham  Bridge  on  Tuesday, 
averaging  fib.  each.  The  best  perch  have  been  taken 
with  the  worm. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  large  numbers  of  young 
pike  have  been  seen  in  the  tributaries  of  the  Forty- 
foot.  Latterly,  these  fish  have  been  getting  scarce, 
the  outcome,  probably,  of  over-fishing. 

It  is  said  that  the  Vernatt’s  Drain,  a favourite  resort 
of  Spalding  anglers,  has  recently  been  poisoned  by  a 
quantity  of  salt  water  finding  its  way  into  the  stream. 
'This  has  had  the  effect  of  killing  a large  number  of 
fish. 

The  Glen,  a neighbouring  river,  is,  however,  in  good 
trim,  and  is  just  now  offering  capital  sport. 


FROM  HAMPSHIRE  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Since  last  week’s  notes  we  have  had  a quantity  of 
rain ; in  fact,  we  have  experienced  several  days  of  more 
or  less  wet  weather. 

Hampshire  trout  seem  to  be  rather  backward  at 
present  : certainly  some  are  being  continually  bagged, 
but  the  big  fish  are  inclined  to  be  wary. 

One  goes  abroad  for  news  of  home  ! While  in  London 
on  Sunday  I saw  a couple  of  beautiful  Test  trout  caught 
by  a Saturday  afternoon  angler  who  resides  at  Peckham. 

At  Amberley  I also  heard  some  good  news.  A bream 
of  41b.,  a roach  of  11b.  llioz.,  a carp  of  31b.,  and  other 
fine  fish  have  been  taken.  Mr.  Carr  has  had  201b.  of 
roach  and  bream,  and  other  London  anglers  have  done 
well. 

In  the  Lamborne  and  Kennett  sport  continues  good, 
and  the  Association  waters  at  Newbury  have  especially 
yielded  well.  I hear  there  is  a mile  of  trout  fishing  to 
let  at  Newbury.  

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

It  is  not  for  us  to  say  whether  anglers  as  a class  are 
church-goers — there  is  no  reason  why  they  should  be 
otherwise— but  we  doubt  not  they  took  part  in  Sunday’s 
thanksgiving  for  ram,  and  whether  in  the  sacred  edifice 
or  elsewhere,  it  would  be  equally  sincere.  With  the 
rest  of  the  North  of  England,  we  enjoyed  a heavy  down- 
fall on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  following  the  hottest  day 
of  this  remarkable  year.  The  northern  portion  of  the 
county  (seems  to  have  received  the  greater  portion 
of  the  storm  on  Saturday,  the  Kendal  and  Milnthorpe 
district  being  little  affected  until  Sunday.  Rivers  soon 
showed  an  improved  aspect,  the  result  being  that  they 
were  cleared  of  much  of  their  filthy  accumulations,  and, 
after  the  first  rush  of  water,  ran  clearer  than  might  have 
been  expected.  Reports  from  the  various  centres, 
speak  of  a fair  number  of  rods  being  out  on  Monday, 
through  sport  seems  to  have  been  indifferent,  judging  by 
the  takes  mentioned.  Windermere  and  the  other  lakes  are 
holding  their  own,  the  first-named  in  particular,  affor- 
ding profitable  enjoyment  to  both  fly  and  coarse  fishers. 
Perch  can  by  taken  almost  in  any  quantity  ; and  when 
we  state  that  trout  up  to  31b.  or  41b.  each  are  landed  by 
rod,  it  is  sufficient  to  indicate  that  there  are  fish  worth 
trying  for.  Of  the  rivers  in  South  Westmorland,  the 
Sprint  has  been  the  best  whipped,  and  wasp  grub — quite 
an  innovation  here  in  trout-fishing — has  been  most 
successful.  One  working  man  living  on  the  banks  of  the 
stream,  who  dared  public  opinion  by  turning  out  on  the 
Sabbath,  had  ten  trout  on  that  day  with  this  bait  before 
the  flood,  four  later  on  with  worm,  and  four 
on  Monday  with  the  grub  ; some  others,  using  fly 
and  worm,  returned  home  after  a blank  day.  It 
should  not  be  inferred  from  the  foregoing  that  rivers  are 
now  in  good  ply  ; more  rain  is  needed  before  they  can 
be  considered  satisfactory. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  Hulme  Crown  Angling  Society  fished  their  first 
contest  for  the  season  at  Chester.  1,  J.  Fitton  ; 2,  Geo. 
Thompson  ; 3,  F.  Hartley  ; 4,  J.  Fletcher  ; 5,  T.  Newton 
6,  T.  Farrel ; 7,  T.  Reade  ; 8,  G.  McGowan ; 9,  W. 
Dyson;  10,  G.  Lloyd;  11,  G.  Yates  ; 12,  J.  Pickering. 

The  Palatine  Anglers  have  fixed  the  2Gth  for  their 
third  contest,  to  take  place  at  Poynton  Pool  from  2.30  to 
7 o’clock,  for  three  prizes.  Mr.  Sam  Brooks  is  appointed 
to  represent  the  society  at  the  forthcoming  champion- 
ship  contest  at  Brigg. 

The  Shakespeare  Angling  Society  visited  Chester  on 
the  8th  to  decide  a fixture.  Every  competitor  took  fish, 
and  the  following  won  prizes  —First,  Mr.  F.  Bibby, 
21b.  5oz. ; second,  Mr.  Sykes,  21b.  2oz.  ; third,  Mr. 
Walker,  11b.  14oz.  Mr.  J.  E.  Chapman  will  represent 
this  club  at  Brigg.  The  above  match  was  about  the 
best  the  club  has  had  since  its  formation.  Mr.  Sam 
Brooks  officiated  as  captain. 

The  Longsight  Anglers  have  appointed  Mr.  John 
Kershaw,  jun.,  to  represent  them  at  Brigg. 

The  Buckland  Angling  Society  is  due  at  Worsley  to 
fish  a club  contest  on  t’ne  15th  near  the  Swing  Bridge. 

The  St.  Helen’s  Angling  Association  intend  paying  a 
second  visit  to  the  Worsley  Canal  on  Aug.  7. 

The  Openshaw  Anglers  visited  the  Poynton  Canal  on 
the  8th,  and  succeeded  in  finding  winners  for  ten  prizes. 

The  Brookfield  Anglers  intend  promoting  an  open  con- 
test in  the  Macclesfield  Canal  on  Aug.  19,  .£10  to  be 
given  in  prizes.  The  secretary  will  represent  the  society 
on  the  24th  at  Brigg. 

The  opening  match  of  the  Cambrian  Angling  Society 
was  a disappointing  affair,  only  two  prizes  were  secured 
out  of  a goodly  number — they  should  try  a little  nearer 
home. 

The  Bay  Mare  Angling  Society  are  due  at  Chester  on 
23rd.  The  secretary  reports  progress  towards  efficiency. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  clubs  sbould  at 
once  make  a return  of  the  numbers  likely  to  take  part 
in  the  monster  competition  on  the  29th  in  the  Whaley 
Bridge  Fishery.  

FROM  MONTGOMERYSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

We  have  had  violent  thunderstorms  in  many  places  in 
this  vicinity,  and  exceptionally  heavy  rain.  The  attention 
of  all  interested  in  the  preservation  of  trout  and  grayling 
in  this  county  is  called  just  at  present  to  the  very  inade- 
quate manner  in  which  the  rivers  are  watched  by  the 
Severn  Fishery  Board.  One  sensible  proposal  is  to 
enlist  honorary  river  watchers,  duly  authorised,  to 
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assist  the  paid  men.  Another  proposal  to  provide  funds 
to  increase  the  staff  of  paid  water  bailiffs  is  to  increase 
the  amount  of  the  cost  of  fishing  licences  to  something 
like  a reasonable  sum  instead  of  the  paltry  shilling  now 
charged. 

An  association  of  conservators  and  others  in  Mont- 
gomeryshire interested  in  the  matter  has  been  formed 
with  the  very  popular  master  of  the  otter  hounds,  Mr. 
Edmund  Buckley,  as  hon.  sec.  Nearly  twenty  otters  have 
already  been  killed  during  the  present  season,  and  on 
Saturday  last  on  the  River  Tanat,  near  Llanyblodwel, 
another  of  these  notorious  poachers  succumbed  after 
upwards  of  an  hour  of  good  sport.  On  Monday  even- 
ing last  a very  large  otter  was  seen  by  several  persons 
near  the  bridge  over  the  Vyrnwy  below  Llanymynech, 
most  actively  engaged  in  his  favourite  pursuit. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishinp  Gazette. 

Very  little  is  now  to  be  done  here  for  a day  or  two 
from_  to-night  (Wednesday),  as  we  have  had  a suc- 
cession of  heavy  thunderstorms,  accompanied  by  torrents 
of  rain.  Early  this  morning  we  had  a very  severe  storm, 
lasting  nearly  an  hour,  the  rain  coming  down  a perfect 
deluge. _ This  will  make  the  waters  thick,  but  by  time 
of  publication,  if  no  more  rains  follow,  the  water  will  be 
in  fine  condition  in  all  our  rivers.  Mr.  Hubbard  has  had 
good  sport  at  Salhouse,  on  the  Bure,  during  last  week, 
on  several  days  getting  good  bags  of  bream,  of  fair  size. 
At  Coltishall  some  good  bream  have  been  taken.  One 
catch,  last  Thursday,  by  two  rods,  in  two  hours, 
weighed  about  4st.  On  the  Tare,  the  catches  have  been 
mall,  the  highest  catch  for  a boat  of  two  anglers,  in  a 
match  on  Wednesday  at  Buckenham  Perry,  only  going 
st.  31b.  Good  sport  may  now  be  anticipated  on  this 
river  next  week,  when  the  water  is  clearing.  I was  out 
with  a friend  on  Thursday,  fly-fishing  for  roach  and 
dace.  Our  united  catch  amounted  to  seventy  fish,  taken 
with  Soldier  Palmer,  Red  Palmer,  and  Coch-y-bondhu. 
The  Norwich  Angling  Club,  at  their  last  meeting,  were 
presented  with  a magnificent  album  by  Mr.  Geo. 
Daniels.  The  album  was  most  beautifully  got  up,  and 
contains  spaces  for  the  portraits  of  members  of  the  club. 
The  reverse  side  of  each  leaf  was  ornamented  with  two 
large  views  of  Broadland  scenery,  and  the  gift  will  be  a 
valuable  addition  to  the  club  properties. — A.  J.  Rudd. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

We  had  a heavy  fall  of  rain  on  Wednesday.  The  water 
at  the  time  of  writing  was  as  low  and  clear  as  ever,  and 
very  few  fish  are  caught  unless  the  angler  employs  the 
finest  possible  tackle. 

At  Colinck  (lower  section)  Mr.  H.  Parr  and  friends 
have  landed  above  fifty  barbel  during  the  week,  and  at 
the  weir  head  Mr.  Miles  Leek  has  accounted,  on  a worm 
baiting,  for  twenty-two.  Mr.  J.  Lowater,  Mr.  H. 
Stevenson,  Mr.  T.  Leak,  and  Mr.  Green,  have  each 
caught  fish  (barbel)  in  the  Holme  Pierrepont  reach. 
Many  fine  chub  have  been  got  at  night  with  the  Zulu- 
fly,  dressed  by  a local  expert.  It  is  a thorough  killer, 
and  ought  to  be  more  extensively  used  on  the  river. 

In  the  Kellam  length  Mr.  W.  Hall  excelled  with  three 
barbel  of  15jlb.  Near  this  fishery  on  Monday  Mr.  E. 
Peat  and  myself  bagged  three  barbel,  twenty-two  eels, 
and  one  perch.  Floating  was  impossible  owing  to  a high 
and  adverse  wind,  and  we  were  reluctantly  compelled 
to  fall  back  on  the  leger  line  and  tackle. 

Barbel  continue  to  be  taken  at  and  around  Wilford, 
which  up  to  now,  this  season,  has  literally  been  fished 
to  death.  A subscriber  has  only  to  be  seen  to  get  a fish, 
and  the  river  afterwards  is  haunted.  But  there  is  no 
help  for  it.  The  old  saying — First  there,  first  turn. 

Sport,  in  a more  or  less  degree,  has  been  enjoyed  at 
Sawley  and  Shardlow,  and  some  good  barbel  have  again 
been  met  with  at  and  about  King’s  Mills.  Here  the 
waters  are  so  low  that  people  can  almost — all  ford — 
walk  across  the  stream  without  pulling  off  their  boots. 

Thousands  of  coarse  fish  of  all  kinds  appear  to  have 
been  poisoned  below  Nottingham.  On  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  hundreds  were  picked  out  of  the  river  from 
the  sides  between  Burton  Joyce  and  Hoveringham.  At 
Farindon  Ferry  three  salmon,  one  191b.,  and  in  good  con- 
dition, were  got  out.  Such  a vast  quantity  could  not 
possibly  have  been  blown  up.  Lime,  it  is  believed,  has 
been  used.  It  is  a most  regrettable  fact  that  no  paid 
water  bailiffs  of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  can  be  pro- 
vided, through  lack  of  funds,  to  protect  the  river  as  it 
should  be  protected,  between  Nottingham  and  Newark. 
The  same  rule  applies  to  the  Trent  above  Nottingham  ; 
in  fact  the  board  can  only  afford  to  maintain  a couple  of 
inspectors,  who,  in  addition  to  snatches  of  the  Trent, 
are  supposed  to  cover  the  whole  of  the  tributary  rivers 
and  streams  throughout  Derbyshire,  Staffordshire,  and 
Leicestershire. 

The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  local  body  here  styling 
themselves  the  Nottingham  and  Notts  Anglers’  Associa- 
tion has  been  held  in  the  town. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Despite  the  at  times  unfavourable  weather,  some  good 
catches  have  been  recorded.  We  are  now  threatened 
with  changeful,  showery  weather. 

In  the  Eckington  district  several  good  catches  of 
roach  and  tench  have  taken  place  in  the  canal,  although 
the  results  from  the  river  are  disappointing. 

The  Bother  Angling  Club  decided  to  fish  the  annual 
match  at  Boston  in  the  Forty-foot,  on  Aug.  21. 

The  Wye  and  Derwent  are  yielding  well.  After  a j 
heavy  rainfall,  few  streams  yield  better  than  the  Der-  ' 


went,  a good  healthy  maggot  being  an  irresistible  lure 
in  the  many  deeps  which  abound  above  and  below  Mat- 
lock. 

From  Lincolnshire  great  things  are  recorded,  the 
Witham,  the  Anchnlme,  and  the  numerous  drains  round 
Boston  furnishing  ample  sport.  Bream  have  been  caught 
in  large  numbers  in  these  waters.  Potato  paste  was  the 
most  killing  bait. 

Last  Saturday  there  were  fished  no  less  than  twelve 
matches  from  Sheffield,  Boston  being  the  favourite 
locale. 

The  suggested  match  between  Mr.  J.  Osborne,  of 
London,  and  Mr.  W.  Arnold,  of  Sheffield,  the  one  repre- 
senting the  Lea,  or  long  pole  style,  and  the  other  the 
Trent,  or  running  tackle  style,  seems  likely  to  some  off, 
Mr.  Osborne  having  expressed  his  willingness  to  take 
part  in  such  a match. 

The  polluted  state  of  the  River  Don  is  now  engaging 
attention  on  every  hand.  The  latest  to  take  up  the 
matter  are  the  mill-owners  and  manufacturers  who  take 
their  boiler  water  from  the  stream.  They  complain  that 
so  polluted  is  the  water  that  it  damages  their  boilers 
and  plant,  and  that  not  a few  insurance  offices  refuse  to 
insure  boilers  in  which  Don  water  is  admitted.  Masses 
of  vitriol  are  frequently  seen  floating  down  the  river.  In 
Sheffield  we  have  now  fine  authorities  to  look  after  the 
Don.  In  August  we  hope  also  to  see  established  a 
West  Riding  Conservancy  Board. 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  river  and  brooks  have  risen  considerably,  and 
the  minnow  will  be  found  to  bo  more  effective  than  it 
has  been  during  the  season.  Bottom  fishers  should 
also  have  a good  time  with  wasp  grub  or  worm. 

The  need  for  additional  protection  in  the  Upper 
Severn  is  great  indeed,  as  the  one  or  two  bailiffs  who 
now  guard  about  fifty  miles  of  water  are  utterly  power- 
less to  cope  with  the  poaching  fraternity,  who,  for  so 
many  years,  have  almost  openly  broken  the  law,  and 
swept  the  fords.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Shropshire 
Severn  Angling  Association  to  take  energetic  measures 
to  protect  their  own  interests,  and  those  of  anglers  in 
this  respect,  and,  with  additional  aid  from  the  Board, 
their  measures  should  go  a great  way  towards  bettering 
the  impoverished  fisheries  of  the  Upper  Severn  and 
Vyrnwy.  

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  weather  in  this  district  has  been  very  variable 
during  the  past  week.  The  water  in  the  rivers  and 
smaller  streams  is  very  low  and  fine.  Some  good  baskets 
of  trout  and  coarse  fish  have  been  taken,  the  fly-fisher- 
men having  the  best  of  it.  On  the  Teme  Red  Spinner, 
Sky  Blue,  Whirling  Blue,  Dark  Mackerel,  Red  Tag, 
Yellow  Dun,  Governor,  and  Black  Gnat  have  all  gone 
well.  The  best  chub  and  dace  have  been  taken  with 
wasp  grub  and  maggot.  Under  the  weirs  on  the  Severn 
there  are  a lot  of  large  trout.  In  the  Severn  large 
baskets  of  chub  have  been  taken. 

In  the  Avon  roach  have  taken  paste  and  stewed  wheat 
well.  One  angler  at  Eckington  took  nearly  301b.  with 
the  latter,  and  some  capital  perch  have  been  taken  with 
the  worm. 

The  Worcester  Working  Men’s  Anglers  Association 
celebrated  the  Royal  wedding  on  Thursday  last  by  an 
outing  to  the  club  water  at  Horsham.  Over  eighty 
members  attended,  and  four  brakes  conveyed  them  to 
their  destination,  a special  conveyance  taking  the 
refreshments,  kindly  provided  by  the  president,  E.  H. 
Bowen,  Esq.  A good  quantity  of  fish  were  taken,  the 
heaviest  basket  by  Mr.  Allies. 


FROM  IRELAND. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

KERRY. — Since  last  notes  the  sea-fishing  has  been 
very  good  on  the  Kerry  coast,  and  at  Portmagee,  Ballin- 
skelligs,  and  Coomatlocane  large  numbers  of  fine 
herrings  have  been  had  by  the  netsmen. 

Since  Friday  last  rain  fell  heavily  at  intervals,  and 
sport  has  shown  up  a good  deal  throughout  the  county. 
On  Waterville  lake  good  baskets  of  white  trout  have 
been  had,  and  a few  peal  have  been  taken.  The  trout, 
both  white  and  brown,  are  now  very  numerous,  and  with 
more  rain,  which  seems  impending,  sport  is  sure  to  be 
good. 

At  Killarney  the  brown  trout  angling  has  been  well  up 
to  the  average,  but  only  a few  salmon  have  been  had  by 
anglers.  The  waters  here  have  risen  a good  deal,  and  good 
sport  is  looked  forward  to  during  the  next  few  days. 

On  Coppal  Lake  the  trout  fishing  has  been  well 
maintained,  and  some  fine  specimens  of  white  or  sea- 
trout  have  been  landed. 

On  Cummeravanig  Lake  brown  trout  anglers  did  fairly 
well  since  Sunday,  but  no  heavy  fish  were  landed.  This 
water  is  now  in  nice  angling  order.  The  Inney  is  also 
in  nice  trim  at  present,  but  I have  not  heard  that  any 
anglers  have  been  out.  I expect,  however,  that  salmon- 
anglers  will  turn  out  in  force  on  this  water  in  a day  or 
two.  White  trout  are  numerous  throughout  the  whole 
length  of  this  river,  and  good  sport  is  expected  amongst 
them  from  this  forth. 

On  Waterville  river  trout  angling  has  been  pretty 
good,  but  no  salmon  or  peal  have  been  landed  by  anglers, 
though  large  numbers  of  both  kinds  have  been  taken  in 
the  weir,  and  also  by  the  seine  boats  in  the  tidal  waters. 

In  North  Kerry  salmon  angling  has  been  fair  on  the 
Rivers  Feale,  Gale,  Smerlagh,  and  Cashan,  and  the  trout 
angling  has  been  first-class  for  the  past  week  on  all  those 


waters.  Poaching  appears  to  have  been  abandoned 
recently  in  this  direction,  owing  no  doubt  to  the  heavy 
fines  inflicted  from  time  to  time  on  those  convicted  at 
Petty  Sessions. 

ULSTER. — The  rain  lias  improved  the  trout  fishing 
all  round.  Strange  to  say,  rain  in  small  quantities  only 
has  fallen  in  co.  Donegal  and  co.  Down.  Some 
interesting  evidence  was  given  a few  days  ago  before  a 
Select  Committee,  appointed  by  the  House  of  Commons 
to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  Irish  sea  fisheries. 

At  the  Toomebridge  Petty  Sessions  last  Monday,  a 
fisherman  was  charged  with  having  3313  pollen  in  his 
possession,  which  were  under  size.  He  was  fined 
d£165  13s.,  or  in  default  three  months. 


Fishing  on  Lake  Windermere.— The  recently- 
constituted  Lake  District  Angling  Association  have 
made  great  improvements  with  regard  to  the  fishing  on 
Lake  Windermere.  Enormous  catches  of  perch  have 
been  made  with  rod  and  line  since  the  opening  of  the 
season.  During  one  day  a couple  of  gentlemen  caught 
130  fish  ; a Bowness  youth  killed  over  200  at  a fishing. 

Jhnior  Fly-fishers. — In  presenting  this,  the  first 
annual  report,  your  committee  can  fairly  congratulate 
you  on  the  satisfactory  position  of  the  society,  and  view 
with  pleasure  the  growing  interest  that  has  been  taken 
in  its  objects.  They  regret  that  owing  to  the  small  sub- 
scription previously  paid,  it  has  been  impossible  to 
obtain  waters  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  members,  but 
hope  to  be  able,  with  the  increased  subscriptions  now  in 
operation,  to  shortly  obtain  a suitable  stretch  of  water 
for  that  purpose,  and  trust  to  receive  the  hearty  co- 
operation of  all  members  in  bringing  to  the  notice  of  the 
society  any  such  waters.  The  society  has  necessarily 
been  at  much  greater  expense  during  the  first  year  of  its 
existence  in  order  to  bring  its  claims  before  the  angling 
fraternity,  but,  notwithstanding  this  fact,  your  com- 
mittee have  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  income  has  so 
far  exceeded  the  expenditure  that  the  society  has  not 
only  been  enabled  to  retain  the  waters  heretofore  rented, 
on  the  original  terms,  but  this  season  to  acquire  trans- 
ferable tickets  on  a well-known  stretch  of  fly-water,  and 
still  have  a balance  in  hand.  The  expenseo  in  connec- 
tion with  the  rental  of  these  waters  have  been  paid  up  to 
the  end  of  the  present  season  on  the  respective  waters. 
The  outings  which  have  taken  place  in  various  districts 
have  been  of  much  benefit  to  members  who  had 
previously  been  unacquainted  with  the  use  of  the  fly-rod. 
During  the  past  season  almost  every  kind  of  fish  has 
been  caught  with  the  fly  by  members.  The  reading  of 
papers  on  angling  subjects,  and  the  exhibition  of  tackle 
in  relation  to  fl.y-fishing  has  been  a feature  of  the  society 
attended  with  success,  and  it  is  hoped  to  make  such 
arrangements  for  the  coming  season,  as  will  ensure  a 
continuance  of  such  success.  We  should  like  to  draw 
your  attention  to  the  resolutions  which  were  recently 
carried  with  reference  to  the  increased  subscription — 
they  are  now  as  follows : 1.  To  full  or  working 

members  of  any  angling  society,  5s.  per  annum.  2.  To 
honorary  members  of  (and  paying  5s.  and  upwards  to) 
any  angling  society,  lOs.  6d.  per  annum.  3.  To  those 
who  are  not  members  of  (or  having  been  members  have 
withdrawn  or  resigned  their  membership  from)  any 
angling  society,  15s.  per  annum.  4.  Entrance  fee,  5s. 

Birkbeck  Building  Society.— The  42nd  annual 
meeting  of  the  above  society  was  held  recently,  when  an 
eminently  satisfactory  report  was  adopted.  Prom  it  we 
gather  that  the  receipts  during  the  year,  which  ended 
March  31  last,  reached  <£12,169,030,  making  a total  from 
the  commencement  of  the  society  of  .£163,297,213.  The 
deposits  received  were  <£9,857,817,  and  the  subscriptions 
.£215,871.  The  gross  profits  amounted  to  £213,867.  The 
surpkis  funds  now  stand  at  £5,727,331,  of  which 
£1,670,210  is  invested  in  Consols  and  other  securities 
guaranteed  by  the  British  Government.  Upwards  of 
two  millions  (£2,093,590)  registered  in  the  books  of  the 
Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England.  The 
cash  in  the  hands  of  the  bankers  is  £478, -586.  The 
Permanent  Guarantee  Fund  stands  at  £150,000,  and  the 
balance  £162,983,  making  together  £312,983  in  excess  of 
the  liabilities — the  whole  amount  being  invested  in 
Consols.  The  subscriptions  and  deposits  withdrawable 
on  demand  amount  to  £5,883,572.  The  surplus  funds 
(which  are  invested  in  readily  convertible  securities) 
are  sufficient  to  pay  the  depositors  lllj  per  cent,  on  the 
amount  of  their  deposits.  The  new  accounts  opened 
during  the  year  were  13,752,  and  there  are  alto- 
gether 67,244  shareholders  and  depositors  on  the  books. 
Since  its  establishment,  the  society  has  returned  to  the 
shareholders  and  depositors  £135,309,265,  the  whole 
amount  having  been  repaid  upon  demand.  In  dealing 
with  these  large  sums,  entrusted  to  the  society  by  the 
public,  the  directors  have  exercised  the  utmost  care  and 
caution.  No  better  proof  of  the  soundness  and  strength 
of  the  society’s  position  could  be  afforded  than  that 
given  by  the  manner  in  which  it  met  the  run  brought 
about  in  September  last  by  the  collapse  of  the 
“ Liberator”  and  its  allied  companies.  As  showing  the 
growth  of  the  society  the  depositors  in  the  decade  1851- 
1861  were  1423;  total  receipts  £149,113.  1861-1871, 
19,451  depositors  ; total  receipts  £7,991,730.  1871-1881, 
38,058  depositors  ; total  receipts  £.56,942,588.  1881-1891, 
60,045  depositors ; total  receipts  £141.766,177.  1891-1893, 
67,244 ; total  receipts  £163,297,213.  Such  gigantic 
strides  as  hei’e  recorded  are  extremely  rare,  and  the 
directors  are  sincerely  to  be  congratulated  upon  the 
marvellous  progress  which  it  is  our  pleasure  to  chronicle 
Without  a doubt  the  society  is  admirably  officered,  and 
we  feel  safe  in  asserting  that  much  of  the  phenomenal 
success  which  has  been  attained  is  due  to  the  magic 
words,  “ Francis  Ravonscroft,  Manager.” 
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THE  EISIIING  GAZETTE 


A SEINING  PARTY  (NORTH 
BORNEO). 


By  R.  N. 


British  men-of-war  are  sujiplied  with  a seine 
net,  the  larger  ships  with  one  of  sixty  fathoms 
long,  the  smaller  class  of  Tessels  forty  fathoms. 
These  nets  are  intended  to  give  the  ship’s  com- 
pany an  occasional  supply  of  fi’esh  fish  as  well  as 
afford  the  officers  and  men  recreation. 

Many  suitable  opportunities  occur  for  using 
these  seine  nets,  but  perhaps  the  best  is  when  a 
ship  anchors  for  night  under  the  lee  of  some 
island  that  is  not  frequently  visited. 

In  navigating  close  and  little-known  w'aters,  it 
is  most  desirable  to  have  daylight  to  thread  the 
intricate  and  coral-lined  straits. 

While  serving  in  a gunboat  off  the  north  coast 
of  Borneo,  I remember  such  an  occasion.  About 
five  p.m.  we  had  brought  up  in  a sheltered  hay  off 
the  Island  of  Banquey.  After  the  ship  had  got 
her  chain,  she  required  little  further  attention, 
the  sea  being  perfectly  calm,  and  no  chance  of  a 
blow.  So,  alter  awning  had  been  spread  and  all 
made  snug  for  the  night,  the  hands  were  piped 
down,  a signal  that  work  was  over. 

The  small  staff  of  officers  were  galheied 
round  the  midship  gun  (the  usual  smoking 
jilace).  The  shore,  which  was  barely  half  a mile 
off',  naturally  formed  one  of  the  topics  of  the 
desultory  conversation  that  is  carried  on  at  such 
times.  Someone  gazing  over  the  gangway  at 
the  white  sandy  beach  fringed  with  some  darkish 
cyjiress-looking  trees,  and  a few  cccoanuts  stand- 
ing out  against  the  .sky,  suggested  “ What  a 
capital  place  it  w’ould  be  for  seining.” 

This  suggestion  met  with  general  approval, 
although  there  was  some  slight  dissent  on  the 
part  of  the  first  lieutenant,  who  had  visions  of 
his  white  decks  littered  with  fish  scales.  How- 
ever, after  growling  out  something  about  the 
hands  will  have  to  he  turned  up  at  four  o’clock 
to-morrow  morning,  finished  up  by  saying,  “Well, 
you  had  better  ask  the  Old  Man  (captain).”  Per- 
mission was  readily  granted.  The  gunner  was 
deputed  to  get  volunteers  from  the  men — no 
difficult  matter,  as  these  parties  are  most  popular 
on  the  lower  deck.  The  gallant  marines  are 
fisheimen  to  a man,  from  the  sergeant  to  the 
drummer;  the  engine  room  department  also  is 
sure  to  furnish  a good  supply  both  of  officers  and 
stokers. 

The  party  being  made  up,  a continn  ent  was  told 
off  to  get  the  net  out  of  the  forehold,  while  others 
lower  the  two  boats — a cutter  and  dinghy. 

The  officers  retiring  to  dress,  or  rather  undress, 
for  the  occasion,  the  oldest  and  greenest  coat 
(and  after  a year  or  so  of  the  tropics  they  do 
turn  colour  a bit)  is  selected,  which  with  a 
flannel  shirt,  ditto  trousers,  with  an  old  pair  of 
shoes,  and  something  on  the  head,  is  about  all 
that  is  required.  The  energetic  gunner,  with  his 
willing  hands,  had  got  the  net  (in  our  case  a 
60-fathom  one)  into  the  stern  sheets  of  the  cutter. 
Care  has  1o  he  exercised  that  the  net  goes  in 
ready  for  the  first  shoot,  and  that  the  bag  or  cod 
in  the  centre  of  the  net  is  tied.  This  cod  is  for 
emptying  the  net  of  fish,  and  should  it  remain 
untied  would  effectually  do  so  in  the  water. 

As  the  boats  lay  ready  to  shove  off  with  their 
motley  crew,  so  different  to  the  usual  smart  turn- 
out, there  w’ere  shouts  for  the  doctor.  He  was 
not  wanted  professionally,  but  no  seining  party 
was  complete  without  him,  a naturalist  and 
general  authority  on  all  the  Ologies.  At  last  he 
appeared  in  a hat  that  must  have  half  filled  his 
small  cabin,  smiling  from  the  recollection  of  that 
last  cool  whiskey  and  soda,  and  innocently 
remarking  “ he  could  not  find  his  hat,”  which  was 
treated  with  the  silence  it  deserved. 

One  of  the  delights  of  a party  like  this  is  the 
perfect  equality  that  reigns  after  the  ship  is  left. 
We  had  about  thirty  all  told  in  the  party,  and  it 
was  a tight  fit  in  the  boats,  the  net  fairly  monopo- 
lising the  stern  sheets.  The  marines,  always  an 
item  in  a boat,  required  some  stowing  away. 
Then  there  were  the  arms — a double-barrelled 
fowling-piece,  belonging  to  the  doctor,  a ship’s 
rifle,  belonging  to  her  Majesty,  ditto  cutlass,  also 
a couple  of  bosiding  axes,  a small  supply  of  pro- 
visions, and,  as  there  was  no  option  on  that 
island,  the  drink  question  received  the  attention 
it  deserved.  Rven  fresh  water  had  to  be  taken. 


The  boats  were  pulled  in  for  the  beach,  under 
the  direction  of  the  original  proposer  of  the  party, 
who  selected  a small  sandy  bay,  apparently  free 
from  coral — much  coral  makes  it  impossible  to 
haul  the  net — for  the  first  shoot.  As  the  cutter 
gets  in  shoal  water  alt  oars  save  two  are  laid  in, 
and  with  these  two  oars  she  is  quietly  beached, 
and  those  of  the  party  not  required  to  handle  the 
net  are  landed  with  one  end  of  the  hauling  rope. 
The  cutter  then  proceeds  to  pull  slowly  out  to 
sea  again,  paying  out  the  rope  as  she  goes 
until  the  net  is  reached.  This  is  payed  out,  the 
leaded  bottom  rope  sinking,  the  top  line  floating 
with  corks  on  the  surface,  the  boat’s  course 
being  gradually  altered  so  as  to  enclose  as  much 
of  the  bay  as  iiossible. 

Meanwhile  the  party  on  shore  have  been  busily 
engaged  collecting  drift-wood — all  these  beaches 
seem  to  abound  with  quantities  of  drift-wood, 
some  of  it  huge  trunks  of  trees,  probably  brought 
down  by  neighbouring  rivers  on  the  main  land, 
and  thrown  up  by  storms. 

On  this  particular  beach  I remember  we  found 
quantities  of  resin ; this  we  concluded  came 
from  the  cedar-like  trees  that  grew  close  down  to 
the  beach.  Our  naturalist  failed  to  name  them  ; 
but  they  reminded  me  of  tamarisk  bushes  grown 
into  trees.  I also  recollect  there  was  a talk  of  a 
company  being  formed  to  ship  this  gum  or  resin 
to  Singapore;  but  it  never  was  floated,  and  the 
resin  is  there  still  unless  that  has  been  floated 
oft'. 

The  interior  did  not  offer  great  facilities  for 
exploration,  as  the  thick  undergrowth  luxuriated 
in  thorns ; even  the  trailing  leguminous  plant, 
with  large  purple  flowers  like  pea  blossoms, 
which  covered  the  sand  above  high-water  mark, 
had  long  curved  thorns.  This  universal  protec- 
tion of  plant  life  in  the  tropics  tells  a tale  of  a 
mighty  struggle  for  existence  in  the  long  distant 
past. 

The  jungle,  besides  these  pleasant  obstructions, 
also  swarmed  with  leeches,  mosquitoes,  and 
possibly  snakes.  Still,  some  of  the  enterprising 
topgallant-yardmen  managed  to  establish  a com- 
munication with  the  tops  of  the  nearest  cocoanut 
trees,  thereby  adding  to  the  supply  of  drinks. 
By  the  time  the  tropical  sun  had  finally  sunk 
below  the  horizon  (bye-the-bye,  we  did  not  see 
this  phenomena  occur,  as  the  horizon  was  hidden 
by  heavy  rain  clouds),  two  huge  bonfires  were 
blazing  on  the  beach,  and  the  astonished  hermit 
crabs  in  their  shell  houses  had  scampered  off  to 
places  of  safety.  The  beach  was  simply  alive  with 
these  when  we  landed;  all  colours;  some  with 
claws  the  most  brilliant  blue,  others  red.  And  such 
diversity  in  taste;  some  had  chosen  houses  of 
decidedly  gothic  structni’e,  others  Norman — or 
was  it  a case  of  what  comes  handy  The  cutter 
had  by  now  completed  the  circuit  of  the  bay,  and 
landed  the  other  rope.  Here  she  is  beached,  the 
dinghy  remaining  afloat,  with  three  or  four  hands, 
outside  the  net,  ready,  in  case  the  net  fouls  any- 
thing, to  clear  it. 

Should  the  bottom  of  the  net  be  found  to  be 
fast  in  anything,an  expert  swimmer  tumbles  over 
from  the  boat  and  dives  down  until  the  bottom 
rope  is  reached,  and  generally  manages  to  clear 
it ; failing  this  the  net  has  to  be  hauled  up  near 
the  obstruction  and  the  bottom  rope  nnder-run 
until  it  is  clear. 

Diving  down  in  these  waters  is  rather  nervous 
work,  as  sharks  are  pretty  numerous. 

As  soon  as  the  second  rope  is  landed,  the  party, 
divided  into  two,  proceed  to  steadily  drag  the  net 
towards  the  shore,  at  the  same  time  gradually 
closing  in  towards  each  other. 

Then,  as  the  net  approaches  the  shoal  water  the 
leaded  poles,  to  which  each  end  of  the  net  is 
attached,  appear,  and  some  one  swims  off  to  give 
these  the  proper  outward  cant,  and  the  hauling 
proceeds  more  briskly,  as  now  the  fish  begin  to 
make  their  presence  known  by  jumping  over  the 
corks. 

These  fish  are  of  the  mullet  tribe,  and 
generally  form  the  bulk  of  the  fish  caught  here ; 
but  they  are  most  active  jumpers,  and,  after  one 
or  two  have  shown  the  way,  the  rest  follow  like  a 
flock  of  sheep.  This  the  men  in  the  dinghy 
endeavour  to  stop — beating  the  w^ater  and  driving 
them  back. 

Quite  a game  of  water  tennis  goes  on,  ss, 
armed  with  rudder  or  any  small  handy  bottom 
board,  they  try  to  volley  the  fish  over  the  net. 
No  easy  matter,  as  the  fish,  some  of  them  weigh- 
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ing  perhaps  31b.  or  more,  come  with  great  force 
and  most  unexpectedly. 

As  the  sides  of  the  net  come  in  on  the  sand  a 
few  fish  are  usually  found  immeshed,  generally 
fish  of  ihe  mackerel  tribe  or  garfish;  but,  like  the 
jilan*.',  nearly  all  the  fish  have  thorns,  and  one 
gets  very  wary  of  handling  them.  The  greatest 
excitement  prevails  as  the  cod  and  centre  of  the 
net  containing  the  bulk  of  the  fish  comes  in  on 
the  sand.  Most  of  the  party  who  have  been 
revelling  in  the  water  outside  the  net  now  are 
gathered  round  to  inspect  the  catch. 

A curious  mixed  mass  of  fish.  The  mullet  we 
knew,  but  these  varied  considerably  from  the 
English  grey  mullet,  being  much  better  eating, 
and  having  a yellow  longitudinal  stripe  down  the 
side,  the  dorsal  fin  was  armed  with  three  spikes. 
Amongst  some  of  the  most  undesirable  were 
three  or  four  large  saw-fish  ; one  I remember  we 
measured  was  9ft.  from  the  tip  of  the  saw  snout 
to  the  end  of  the  tail. 

These  are  a species  of  shark  resembling  that 
fish  in  every  way,  but  having  a long  flat  snout, 
thickly  set  with  teeth  on  either  side;  this  they 
use  with  effecL  amongst  a shoal  of  fish,  giving 
quick  side-ways  sweeps  with  their  snout. 

The  damage  these  fish  did  to  the  net  can  be 
easily  imagined,  but  the  sailors,  who  turn  most 
things  to  account,  hacked  oft'  the  saw-like  snouts 
with  boarding  axes,  and  carried  them  back  to  the 
ship  as  trophies,  and  these  trophies  kept  on 
turning  up  at  intervals  in  odd  corners  of  the 
vef  sel,  much  to  the  disgust  of  inspecting  officers, 
but  I am  glad  to  think  the  order  to  throw  them 
overboard  was  somehow  evaded,  and  that  now 
they  are  adorming  some  inland  cottage  in 
England,  a lasting  memorial  of  Jack’s  voyage  to 
the  Indies. 

Another  disagreeable  member  of  the  shark 
family  we  caught  of  large  size,  and  in  consider- 
able quantities,(was  the  sting  ray;  its  long  whip- 
like tail,  armed  near  the  end  with  a sharp  bony 
spine,  made  it  a very  formidable  fish  to  handle, 
as  our  master-at-arms  found,  receiving  the  full 
force  of  a blow  from  the  tail  of  a large  specimen 
of  this  fish  on  his  bare  arm,  driving  the  spine 
deep  into  the  flesh.  For  some  hours  he  was  in 
great  pain,  the  arm  swelling  up  and  showing 
every  appearance  of  poison.  Internal  and  external 
application  of  rum  eventually  relieved  the  pain. 

The  fins  of  this  ray  crimped  like  skate,  proved 
excellent  eating. 

It  would  take  up  too  much  space,  even  if  I were 
capable  of  doing  so,  to  describe  all  the  strange 
fish  that  came  up  in  that  haul.  The  colours  of 
some  of  them  were  very  beautiful,  but  many  of 
the  forms  grotesque  in  their  ugliness  — one 
“ with  a face  on  him  like  a cow,”  as  an  observant 
tailor  remarked.  The  pi-ickly  globe  fish,  which 
puffed  themselves  out  like  angry  old  gentlemen, 
also  called  forth  much  amusement.  Those  of 
the  catch  that  looked  most  edible  were  collected 
and  placed  in  tubs  and  buckets,  and  preparations 
made  for  the  next  haul. 

By  this  time  it  was  fairly  dark,  and  the  use 
of  the  bonfires  came  in,  the  broad  glare  they 
threw  over  the  glassy  waters  not  only  gave  liaht 
to  renew  opei-ations,  but  attracted  the  fish  into 
the  bay,  and  the  smoke  somewhat  abated  the 
swarm  of  mosquitoes. 

A few  fish  were  cooked  on  the  spot  in  the 
ashes  of  these  fires,  the  fish  being  buried,  just 
as  it  came  out  of  the  water,  in  ashes,  a little  fire 
raked  over  it.  Cooked  this  way  they  were  most 
excellent  eating,  the  skin  coming  off  whole, 
leaving  the  flesh  clean,  white,  and  juicy. 

By  the  time  these  hauls  had  been  made,  every- 
one was  fairly  tired,  and  sufficient  fish  taken  to 
more  than  supply  our  small  ship’s  company.  It 
was  a strange  sight  on  that  beach,  the  large  fires 
lighting  up  the  dark  belt  of  trees;  the  groups 
of  figures  round  those  fires,  who  looked  more 
like  some  savage  tribe  performing  a sacrifical 
rite  than  modern  men-of-warsmen ; the  still 
water  reflecting  everything. 

I suppose  the  catching  of  fish  by  hauling  nets 
is  one  of  the  oldest  of  all  forms  of  fishing,  and 
think  that  it  is  a sort  of  return  to  the  primitive 
state  of  man  that  forms  one  of  the  principal 
charms  of  a seining  party. 

It  was  nearly  midnight  as  we  rowed  our  laden 
boats  back  to  where  that  an^? thing  but  triumph 
of  naval  architecture  lay,  reflecting  her  tapered 
spars  in  the  water. 

Once  alongside  extreme  quiet  was  the  order, 
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as  the  sleeping  watch,  like  the  proverbial  dog,  it 
is  well  to  let  lie.  The  net  is  triced  up  to  the  fore- 
crosstrees, the  boats  to  their  davits,  and  after 
shifting  their  wet  and  sandy  garments  for  dry 
ones,  the  seining  party  is  soon  stretched  asleep 
under  the  awnings  (for  it  is  suffocation  to  sleep 
below  in  a bug-trap  in  these  latitudes),  but  only 
to  be  awakened  all  too  soon  by  the  boatswain’s 
pipe  of  “all  hands  up  anchor.” 

The  capstan  is  rigged  amidst  a few  not 
smothered  curses  at  the  buckets  and  tubs  of  fish 
that  litter  the  fore-deck,  and  as  the  first  streak 
of  dawn  makes  the  darkness  visible  “ the  anchor 
is  away,”  and  the  Banquey  seining  party  is  a 
thing  of  the  past. 


Waltoniana 


Chub  are  taking  very  kindly  to  cheese  just 
now.  In  fact  they  take  kindly  to  almost  any- 
thing if  the  angler  can  manage  to  put  it  before 
them  without  raising  their  suspicions,  and  they 
happen  to  be  at  all  on  the  feed.  Many  men  use 
a triangle  when  baiting  with  cheese,  but  I prefer 
a single  hook,  as  it  is  much  easier  pulled  through 
the  bait,  whereas  the  cheese  clings  to  the  triangle, 
and  acts  as  a guard  to  the  hook.  If  one  uses 
rotten  old  cheese,  which  the  chub  decidedly  like 
best  of  all,  it  will  harden  in  the  water  to  such  an 
extent  that  it  will  be  almost  impossible  to  strike 
the  hook  through  it,  aud  one  may  over  and  over 
again  be  simply  pulling  the  bait  out  of  the  mouth 
of  the  fish.  One  method  of  softening  old  cheese 
is  to  make  it  into  a paste  with  a little  butter. 
Another  plan  is  to  make  a paste  of  bread  and 
cheese,  but  a piece  of  new  red  American  requires 
neither  bread  or  butter,  being  very  paste  or  soap- 
like in  its  consistence  before  being  kneaded. 


When  chub  fishing  with  Mottingham  tackle  I 
never  put  any  shot  nearer  the  hook  than  18in. 
One  does  not  want  to  have  the  bait  close  to  the 
bottom  with  float  tackle  which  travels  with  the 
stream,  but  of  course  tight  corking  is  quite  a 
different  thing,  and  there  the  float  is  put  so  high 
that  the  bait  and,  at  any  rate  a portion  of  the 
shot,  lie  at  the  bottom. 


I AM  still  hearing  of  large  takes  of  jack  by 
trailers  at  Henley.  I mentioned  one  of  some 
twenty- eight  jack  taken  in  one  day  on  one  rod, 
and  since  then  some  smaller  but  still  large  takes 
have  been  made.  The  fish  do  not  run  any  size, 
and  the  majority  of  them  have  to  be  returned  to 
the  water ; but  there  they  are,  ready  to  grow  as 
large  as  you  please,  if  only  given  the  chance. 
One  great  point  about  doing  away  with  trailing 
will  be  that  these  small  jack  would  not  be  caught 
quite  so  often  as  they  are  at  present,  and  when 
they  come  to  years  of  discretion  will  not  have 
received  that  liberal  education  in  fish  hooks, 
which  at  present  is  thejr  gain  and  the  angler’s 
loss.  I suppose  these  little  fish  are  caught  half  a 
dozen  times  before  they  get  to  the  18in.  standard 
of  length.  The  result  is  of  course  that  in  the 
Thames  the  large  pike  are  hardly  less  shy  than 
the  trout. 


It  is  not  so  well  known  as  it  should  be  that  the 
present  Government  has  definitely  promised  Mr. 
Lawson,  M.P.  for  Cirencester,  a committee  to 
inquire  into  the  constitution,  powers,  finances, 
and  duties  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board. 
Of  course  the  present  Government  may  never 
live  to  carry  out  this  promise,  but  then  the  last 
Government  made  a similar  promise,  so  that 
whatever  happens  to  the  party  in  power,  it  would 
seem  as  if  something  will  be  done.  When  that 
inquiry  takes  place  anglers  must  be  very  careful 
indeed  that  their  interests  are  properly  laid 
before  the  committee,  and  not  one  but  a dozen  of 
the  leading  lights  among  London  anglers  and  the 
gentlemen  who  have  done  so  much  for  the 
fisheries  of  the  Thames,  should  appear  before  the 
committee,  and  strongly  urge  that  the  claims  of 
Thames  anglers,  and  more  particularly  of  Thames 
fishery  preservers,  to  be  represented  on  the 
reformed  board. 


I AM  writing  “Waltoniana”  to-day  in  a skiff, 
half  buried  among  graceful  weeds,  and  two  little 
reed  sparrows,  apparently  regarding  me  as  a 


harmless  sort  of  creature,  have  come  into  the 
boat,  made  a careful  examination  of  it,  looked  at 
me  out  of  one  eye,  with  their  head  on  one  side, 
aud  picked  up  all  the  insects  they  can  find.  In  a 
grove  of  elms  a dove  is  cooing  quietly,  and  two 
thrushes  are  singing  their  evening  duet  across 
the  river  to  one  another.  I have  apparently 
offended  a moorhen,  which,  though  unseen,  gives 
vent  now  and  again  to  an  indignant  cluck,  cluck, 
and  an  old  mallard,  floating  on  the  stioam  a 
hundred  yards  or  so  distant,  utters  an  occasional 
solemn  “ quack.”  The  reed  sparrows  are  charm- 
ing little  visitors,  sometimes  clinging  to  the  up- 
right stem  of  a reed,  and  peering  about  for  flies, 
sometimes  hopping  down  the  painter  of  the  boat 
as  it  lies  in  the  bows,  and  searching  out  luckless 
insects  which,  perhaps  aware  of  their  danger,  have 
crawled  under  the  rope. 

The  cheekiest  of  the  trio,  for  a third  one  has 
now  come,  has  even  flown  |within  three  or  four 
yards  of  me,  but  has  retreated  without  alighting. 
One  has  tried  to  walk  up  the  varnished  sides  of 
the  boat,  but  has  signally  failed,  for  there  was 
nothing  wherein  he  could  stick  his  little  claws. 
A broken  reed  forms  a bridge  across  the  bows  of 
the  boat,  and  this  is  a very  favourite  promenade 
this  evening  for  these  dainty  little  birds.  Now 
and  again  a fish  splashes.  There  is  a consider- 
able amount  of  twittering  among  the  withy 
boughs,  and  the  grasshoppers  keep  up  a steady 
chirp  among  the  meadows.  I have  a sort  of  feel- 
ing that  the  fish  will  feed  this  evening,  but  one 
cannot  very  well  discuss  on  Waltonianic  subjects 
and  fish  at  the  same  time.  The  word  “ Waltoni- 
anic” seems  to  have  frightened  the  reed  sparrows 
for  they  have  left  me.  A launch  comes  by  nearly 
upsetting  my  equanimity  and  craft.  I can 
write  no  more  this  evening,  but  merely  beg  to 
subscribe  myself,  with  much  respect,  yours  .most 
obediently,  Templar. 


Comsyonlime 

[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents ,~\ 

“ One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi- 
ment.’’— T.  E.  Pritt. 

SALMON  FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND. 

SiK, — “Weekly  Reader”  could  have  thirty 
miles  of  salmon  fishing  in  the  Tweed  in  its  upper 
reaches  free.  The  salmon  don't  get  up  until 
after  middle  September,  and  then  only  in  small 
numbers  at  first;  but  until  the  close  of  November 
the  increase  goes  on,  and  fishers  have  really  good 
sport /ree  of  any  charge  whatever.  Be  it  under- 
stood that  this  fishing  won’t  compare  with  the 
high  rented  waters  up  in  the  north  of  Scotland, 
but  where  expense  is  an  object,  and  a perfect 
freedom  from  bothersome  “ rights  of  way,” 
“permits,”  and  “gillies,”  then  the  Tweed  between 
and  from  the  Crook  to  Elibank  offers  to  the 
humble  modest  angler  many  delightful  advan- 
tages. It  is  not  required  of  me  to  speak  of  the 
great  beauty  of  the  silver  Tweed,  its  banks,  its 
hills,  and  general  scenery,  and  its  fine  trout- 
fishing (also  quite  free).  I have  spent  many  yearly 
holidays  in  the  region,  and  can  speak  from  a 
personal  experience  of  over  thirty  years.  If 
“ Weekly  Reader  ” wants  me  to  select  a spot  for 
him  I shall  with  pleasure  give  him  every  informa- 
tion. In  eleven  hours  from  Euston,  St.  Pancras, 
or  King’s  Cross,  he  can  be  at  the  waterside.  If 
he  is  not  particular  and  will  stay  at  a little 
cottage  thirty  yards  from  the  river,  where  the 
very  children  are  anglers  versed  in  trout- fishing, 
let  him  go  to  Mrs.  Scott’s,  Woodend  Cottages, 
Glenormiston,  Cardrona,  Peeblesshire.  My  com- 
panion and  I stayed  there  a fortnight  last  July, 
and  we  have  happy  remembrances  of  tbe  trout- 
fishing, and  the  kindly  ways  of  the  few  people 
resident  at  that  angler’s  haven.  But  he  must  not 
expect  luxuries.  If  he  writes  early  he  may  secure 
a bedroom,  the  only  one  perhaps.  He  may,  if  he 
likes,  fish  for  his  breakfast  and  his  dinner,  too. 
All  the  year  round  he  may  have  trout  fishing,  and 
from  September  till  end  of  November  the  salmon 
are  seen  playing  in  nearly  every  pool.  Charges 
for  rooms  are  extremely  moderate  ; scrupulously 
clean.  No  inn  within  two  and  a half  miles. — 

I am,  &c.,  C.  Moeeat. 

68,  Lansdowne-road,  Tottenham,  N. 


salmcn  in  the  ITCHEN. 

Sir, — What  has  come  to  the  Itcheii  F I read 
in  the  Notes  fi-om  Hampshire  and  District,  in 
last  week’s  Gazette,  that ; “ Salmon  are  still  being 
brought  down  the  Itcheii  in  somewhat  largo 
quantities.”  What  are  they  brought  down  in  ? 
Barges  ; and  why  ? lam  glad  to  leai-n  the  sca- 
trout  are  better  able  to  take  care  of  themselves, 
as  the  note  goes  on  to  say,  “ And  sea-trout  are 
also  coming  down  as  far  as  the  weirs.”  But 
surely  it  is  such  a short  time  since  they  started 
to  go  up  they  cannot  possibly  want  to  come  down 
again.  However,  it  has  been  a strange  year,  and 
many  things  have  gone  contrary.  Still,  I should 
like  to  know  more  about  these  salmon  and  sea- 
trout. — I am,  &c..  Inquirer. 

[We  must  ask  our  correspondent  to  give  more 
details,  and  hope  he  can  explain  what  he  means  by 
salmon  being  “ brought  down  the  Itchen  in  large 
quantities.”  It  seems  to  us  he  is  at  sea,  or  ought 
to  be. — Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  CCNTREXEVILLE. 

Sir, — I intend  going  in  August  to  Contrexe- 
ville  in  the  Vosges  Mountains.  Can  any  of  your 
readers  give  me  any  information  retire  fishing,  or 
put  me  in  the  way  to  arrive  at  reliable  informa- 
tion from  some  one  who  knows  the  district?  If 
so  it  will  greatly  oblige. — I am,  &c., 

S.  M.  Satterthwaite. 


FISHING  IN  THE  DEE  AT  CCRWEN. 

Sir, — In  answer  to  the  question  in  your  issue 
of  July  1,  regarding  salmon,  trout,  and  grayling 
fishing  in  the  Dee  at  Corwen,  I can  say  that  as 
far  as  trout  and  grayling  are  concerned,  the 
sport  (weather  and  water  favourable)  is  fairly 
good,  as  the  trout  and  grayling  here  during  June 
and  July  are  rather  quiet,  but  during  August 
and  September  rise  at  the  fly  or  run  at  the 
minnow  or  worm  as  well  as  they  do  in  the 
beginning  of  the  season.  The  salmon,  if  there  is 
water  enough  for  them  to  come  up  to  the  reaches 
about  Corwen,  are  taken  as  early  as  the  middle  of 
June,  and  by  August  and  September  (there  being 
plenty  of  W'ater),  the  salmon -fishing  is  in  full 
swing. — I am,  &c.,  Hugh  AVilliams, 

River- Watcher,  Corwen,  N.W. 


ILLEGAL  DESTRUCTION  OF  COARSE 
FISH. 

Sir, — The  destruction  of  fish  in  the  River 
Trent  by  creatures  not  worthy  even  of  the  name 
of  poachers,  still  obtains.  Men  who  for  the  sake 
of  a few  pence,  or  a “ can  of  ale,”  will  wreck  the 
prospects  of  their  fellows’  enjoyment  for  years  to 
come,  maybe,  still  exist. 

On  Wednesday  week  I was  down  by  the  water- 
side, below  Gunthorpe.  The  water  and  the 
banks  presented  a sight  alarming  enough  to 
convince  the  most  apathetic  sportsman  that  more 
forces  ought  to  be  put  into  action  to  prevent  the 
wholesale  destruction  of  fish  by  the  use  of 
dynamite.  I am  speaking  well  within  the  mark 
when  I say  some  hundreds  of  thousands  of  coarse 
fish  must  have  been  killed  by  the  Monday  and 
Tuesday  nights’  operations.  Both  banks  were 
fringed  for  miles  with  fish,  bellies  upwards,  while 
hundreds  of  dead  fish  were  floating  down  the 
stream.  All  kinds  of  Trent  fish  were  represented, 
sufficient  in  quantity  to  have  afforded  sport  in 
the  free  waters  for  many  seasons  to  come,  yet, 
for  the  sake  of  the  few  that  can  be  “ snatched  ” 
after  the  explosion — say  a sack  load — boat  loads 
must  be  sacrificed.  What  is  the  remedy  ? Give 
the  Trent  Conservators  the  power  to  put  more 
paid  servants  on  the  water,  aud  amend  the  Game 
and  Fishery  Acts,  by  compelling  every  licensed 
salesman  to  produce  a “way  bill ” of  all  goods 
exposed  for  sale,  and  if  all  the  fishing  societies  in 
this  town  would  only  act  shoulder  to  shoulder, 
these  two  points  would  soon  be  accomplished. — i 
am,  &c.,  VV.  Gasivell. 

Nottingham.  

FISHING  IN  NORTH  WALES. 

Sir,— In  reply  to  “ Doctor,”  in  your  issue  of 
July  1, 1 would  advise  him  to  consult  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  that  date,  and  in  the  last  column  of  the 
last  page  he  will  find  an  advertisement  respect- 
ing the  Green  Hotel,  Llangedwyn,  where  1 am 
now  staying,  and  can  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of 
ail  wdiich  that  advertisement  contains. — I am,  &c., 

A A^isitor. 
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ILLEGAL  FISHING  ON  THE  BLACK- 
WATER. 

Sir,— Mi^ht  I be  allowed,  tlirougb  the  medium 
of  your  valuable  paper,  to  inform  members  of 
angling  clubs  and  others,  that  the  fishing  near 
Maldon,  Essex,  on  the  Blackwater,  known  as  the 
Langford  Hall  water,  is  strictly  private  ? 

It  IS  a source  of  great  disappointment  to  the 
members  who  comedown  here  Sunday  after  Sun- 
day to  find  the  fishing  closed  against  them,  and  a 
source  of  annoyance  to  myself,  as  proprietor,  to 
have  continually  to  turn  members  off. 

The  present  tenancy  expires  Lady  Day,  1894, 
and  should  any  club  or  association  desire  to  hire 
it,  I shall  be  pleased  to  let  it  to  them,  and  be  as 
loyal  to  them,  in  preserving  their  rights  against 
all  comers,  as  I feel  it  my  duty  to  be  to  the  present 
tenant.— I am,  &c.,  Alpred  Lomas. 

Longford  Hall,  Maldon,  Essex. 

FISHING  AT  PULBOROUGH. 

Sir, — As  one  of  your  readers,  I shall  esteem  it  a 
favour  by  your  informing  me  in  your  next  issue  as 
to  the  free  fishing  at  Pulborough  and  Amberley  ; 
any  particulars  will  be  welcome;  also  which  you 
consider  the  better  place  of  the  two  tor  a few 
days’  stay  ; also  as  to  baits,  &c.  I should  be 
pleased  to  subscribe  if  you  happen  to  know  of 
any  jirivate  water  there. — I am,  &c., 

E.  P.  Be.\mont. 

[Both  at  Pulborough  and  Amberley  there  is 
plenty  of  good  free  fishing.  At  Amberley  the 
Central  Association  have  just  rented  a grand 
stretch  of  water,  from  which  some  of  its  members 
have  succeeded  in  taking  plenty  of  good  fish. 
You  should  join  a club  affiliated  to  this  associa- 
tion ; you  would  then  be  able  to  fish  it  free,  on 
production  of  your  ticket.  As  to  baits — worms 
for  bream  ; and  paste,  gentles,  or  caddis  worms 
for  roach.  Some  nice  fish  have  been  taken  with 
bread,  in  cubes  (Thames  style).] 


ROACH  AND  BREAM  LINES. 

— Now  that  coarse  fishing  has  commenced, 

I should  like  to  take  the  opinion  of  some  of  your 
readers  upon  the  subject  of  running  tackle  in 
general,  and  upon  lines  in  particular.  Some 
years  ago  we  bad  a championship  match,  in  which 
Mr.  Woodward,  of  London,  and  Mr.  Bailey,  of 
Nottingham,  contended,  each  in  his  own  style,  in 
which  the  latter  gentleman  was  defeated.  These 
matches,  in  the  opinion  of  some  anglers,  myself 
included,  did  not  show  the  superiority  of  one 
style  or  the  other.  I am  a Nottingham  fisher 
myself,  bub  I have  tried  both  styles,  and  I have 
practically  given  up  the  long  pole.  I like  it  for 
some  swims,  but'  I prefer  the  fine  line  and  the 
Nottingham  reel,  by  the  help  of  which  I can  kill 
my  fish  from  almost  any  position.  Many  anglers 
fish  in  the  Nottingham  style  with  a line  which  is 
bagged  and  bowed  all  over  the  swim.  That  is 
not  my  style.  I keep  a taut  line,  and  have  struck 
fish  in  the  Thames  and  Mole  forty  yards  off.  I 
send  you  a sample  of  each  of  the  three  roach  and 
bream  lines  that  I have  in  use.  Each  line  will  sup- 
port a dead  weight  of  41b.  or  51b.  They  are  excellent 
specimens  of  running  lines,  and  will  uncoil  from 
my  reels  without  any  manipulation.  I once 
bought  a splendid  line  in  the  town  of  Notting- 
ham, perhaps  it  was  a shade  stouter  than  those 
I now  have  in  use;  but  it  was  a beauty,  and 
would  support  a dead  weight  of  81b.  It  lasted 
for  fourteen  years,  and  it  was  like  parting  from 
an  old  friend  when  it  became  too  short  for  me  to 
use.  If,  Mr.  Editor,  you  could  prevail  upon  your 
correspondents  to  try  their  lines,  and  to  give  the 
results  through  the  columns  of  the  F.  G.,  the 
hearts  of  many  coarse  fishers  would  be  gladdened. 
If,  too,  any  gentleman  would  forward  to  me 
specimens  of  fine  roach  tackle,  I would  test  them 
against  my  own,  for  if  I have  nob  some  of  the 
best.  I should  like  to  have  them.  I may  state 
that  with  my  first  Nottingham  line  (fourteen 
years  one)  1 landed  two  barbel  in  one  evening, 
fishing  with  young  Tom  Davis,  of  9]:lb.  and  7flb., 
at  Moulsey  Weir. — 1 am,  &c.,  J.  Jeffery. 

Farade,  Epsom. 

FISHING  AT  SEWARDSTONE. 

Sir,— AVill  you  kindly  tell  me,  through  your 
columns,  if  there  is  any  Sunday  fishing _ at 
Bewardstone,  and  best  way  to  arrive  there? — 
I am,  &c.,  Olh  Subscriber. 

[Book  to  Bonders  End  station.  Members  of 
the  Anglers’  Association  can  fish  any  day  by 


producing  privilege  ticket.  It  is  known  as 
“ Coventry’s  AVater.”  I believe  Mr.  Coventry 
still  reserves  the  right  to  issue  season  t ickets.] 


FISH  STRUCK  BY  LIGHTNING. 

Sir, — As  there  has  been  a quantity  of  our 
fish  dying  in  the  Royal  Military  Canal  during 
these  last  two  days  (Sunday  morning  and 
Mod  day),  and  knowing  it  would  be  interesting 
to  you  and  of  satisfaction  to  the  number  of 
London  anglers  who  patronise  the  water,  I have 
taken  the  liberty  of  forwarding  one  of  the  fish 
(the  only  one  of  its  kind)  to  you  for  examina- 
tion. I may  mention  that  it  is  only  a distance 
of  about  200  yards  at  AVest  Hythe  that  the  fish 
have  died,  and  they  are  chiefly  small  roach  and 
bream,  from  I inch  to  about  8 inches  or  9 inches, 
with  an  occasional  bream  of  about  I^lb.  I may 
also  mention  that  on  Saturday  evening  a very 
violent  thunderstorm  passed  over  West  Hythe, 
and  the  inhabitants  state  that  the  lightning  struck 
the  water  repeatedly,  and  in  the  morning,  at 
4 a.m.,the  fish  were  swimming  towards  the  bank, 
some  actually  jumping  out  on  to  the  land. 
Trusting  that  I am  not  troubling  you  too  much, 
—I  am,  &c.,  Chas.  Austen,  Water  Bailiff. 

[The  fish  sent  for  examination  bore  no  traces 
of  being  struck  by  lightning.  It  was  a remark- 
ably fine  specimen  of  hybrid  roach-bream  (of 
which  there  are  many  in  the  canal  and  ponds  in 
the  neighbourhood),  weighing  I5oz.,  lOA  inches 
in  length,  and  11  inches  in  girth.] 


DEAD  FISH  IN  THE  HYTHE  CANAL. 

Sir, — A large  number  of  bream,  tench,  jack, 
and  roach  have  been  killed  by  lightning  striking 
the  water.  Their  eyes  were  most  peculiar,  very 
much  puffed  out  below  the  gills,  and  the  roach 
and  bream  very  red  on  the  top  of  their  heads. 
From  Seabrook  to  second  bend  the  fish  were  not 
affected, — I am,  &c.,  0.  0.  D. 


FISHING  AT  HORLEY. 

— Would  you  kindly  give  me  full  informa- 
tion as  to  fishing  at  Horley,  Surrey.  I should 
like  the  name  of  a good  inn  near  the  river,  and 
also  information  as  to  how  leave  is  to  be  obtained. 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — I am,  &c.,  R.  N. 

[The  River  Mole  runs  through  Horley.  A few 
srnall  trout  above  ; below,  pike,  perch,  carp,  tench, 
bream,  and  roach.  Leave  from  the  millers.  By 
Horley  Church  is  some  deep  water  holding  good 
fish.  You  will  find  excellent  accommodation  at 
the  “ Six  Bells,”  kept  by  Mrs.  Chart.  The  Mole 
is  a sluggish  stream,  and  you  will  do  well  to  light 
ledger— early  morning  or  in  the  evening  for  pre- 
ference.]   

ANGLING  AT  BEAUMARIS. 

— Opposite  the  town  and  all  along  the 
straits  you  may  get  plenty  of  small  codlings,  fla,t- 
fish,  &c.  The  best  baits  are  mussels,  black  Imit, 
and’  soft  crabs,  i.e.,  without  their  shells,  and 
found  under  stones,  &c.  There  is  fair  bass  fish- 
ing between  the  Meuai  and  Tubular  Bridges ; 
also  at  Puffin  Island  for  pollack  ; sand-eels  at  the 
Dutchman  Sands.  There  is  good  rod-fishing  off 
shore  along  the  north  and  west  coast  of  Angle- 
sey, especially  at  the  Skerries,  where,  with  a 
white  fly,  the  black  and  white  pollack  may  be 
taken.  August  and  September  are  the  best 
months  for  bass  fishing  here. — I am,  &c., 

M.  A. 


BORDER  ESK. 

Sir, — Your  reporter  last  year  (Gilnockie)  was 
requested  by  you — presumably  with  a view  of 
making  his  report  a bit  practical  to  non-residents 
— to  give  the  lure  with  which  fish  were  caught,  and 
I would  ask  you,  sir,  to  repeat  this  demand.  In 
last  issue  of  Fishing  Gazette,  bar  a single  instance, 
no  lure  was  mentioned.  Now,  from  the  nature 
of  this  river’s  bed,  &c..  that  part  of  it  also  the 
Lifjdle— above  Scotch  Dyke,  lends  itself  best  to 
those  wedded  to  the  worm ; below,  to  the  fly.  A 
note  stating  whether  the  majority  of  fish  were 
caught  with  worm  in  eif/ier  section, would  be  of  real 
value  alike  to  the  bait  or  fly-fisherman,  especially 
when  water  is  scarce,  as  a visitor  could  then  go 
direct  to  fish  that  section  his  mode  of  angling  most 
accommodated  itself  to.  “ Gilnockie  ” last  year 
told  the  public  to  the  effect  that  visitors  had 
wiped  the  eye  of  the  locals  in  the^  matter  of 
snatching.  AY  ell,  sir,  should  any  honafide  visitor 


this  year  be  convicted  of  this  same  little  game, 
or  a man  acting  as  his  paid  attendant,  his  master 
being  present  at  the  time,  I will  give  a guinea  to 
any  one  hospital  named  by  the  then  editor  of 
Fishivy  Gazette. — I am,  &c..  Gazette. 


MISLEADING  REPORTS. 

— I think  it  is  time  that  something  should 
be  done  to  put  a stop  to  persons  sending  reports 
to  your  very  valuable  paper,  who  either  do  not 
know  what  they  are  writing  about  or  otherwise 
do  not  take  the  trouble  to  find  the  truth,  provided 
they  can  gather  together  a few  notes  for  the 
Gazette. 

I read  in  your  notes  from  Ireland,  of  1st  inst., 
the  following : ” No  salmon  are  up  yet  in  the 
Bann,  and  I learn  that  the  bag-nets  off  the  coast 
of  Antrim,  . Derry,  and  Donegal  are  getting  few 
fish,  so  scarce  are  they.”  Long  before  the  above 
appeared  in  the  Gazette  not  only  were  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  river  well  stocked,  but  hundreds 
had  reached  Lough  Neagh,  as  the  following  will 
show.  On  June  27,  28,  29,  and  30,  Mr.  Alexander’s 
net,  at  Portglenone,  landed  ninety-two  salmon 
and  grilse,  nearly  all  red  fish,  many  of  them 
having  been  in  the  river  for  at  least  six  weeks. 
This  station  is  twenty-six  miles  from  the  sea. 
Mr.  Moor’s  nets,  at  New  Ferry,  which  is  four 
miles  from  Toome,  took  over  one  hundred  fish  on 
same  days. 

I am  sorry  to  say  the  Bann  has  not  given 
sport  to  the  rod  in  proportion  this  year  to  the 
number  of  salmon  it  contains,  nor  even  what 
it  did  in  former  seasons  when  there  were  fewer 
fish.  This,  in  ray  opinion,  can  be  easily  accounted 
for.  There  is  no  river  in  Ireland  so  variable  in 
its  temperature.  In  cold  summers,  when  the 
lough  is  full,  it  is  much  lower  than  the  Bush, 
whmh  does  not  contain  one-fiftieth  part  of  its 
volume  of  water,  while  this  year  it  was  many 
degrees  higher.  This  is  caused  by  so  much 
surface  water  being  exposed  to  the  sun.  In 
warm  dry  seasons  like  the  present,  when  the 
lake  is  low,  there  is  more  of  its  waters  warmed 
by  the  sun’s  heat  than  when  it  is  full  and  much 
deeper,  though  it  always  has  the  same  area 
exposed.  It  is  from  this  lake  that  the  lower 
Bann  is  fed,  there  being  no  tributaries  of  note 
from  its  fall  over  the  bar  at  Toome  till  it  reaches 
the  sea,  a distance  of  thirty-six  miles. 

The  reach  of  water  at  Kilrea  is  full  of  salmon, 
but  no  one  trying.  It  would  seem  as  if  this 
place  was  forgotten,  as  no  English  angler  has 
visited  it  for  so  far  this  year.  The  trout  fishing 
on  this  part  of  the  river  was  better  than  for 
many  years  past,  but  it  is  now  over  till  a flood 
comes  to  bring  up  more  fish  on  the  shallows. 

At  Coronroe,ten  miles  and  ahalf  from  Coleraine, 
there  are  more  fish  than  there  have  been  for 
vears.  This  reach  is  held  by  a club,  and  no  one 
IS  allowed  to  fish  it  but  themselves  or  those  who 
get  permission  from  Lord  Shaftesbury,  who  also 
holds  a right  over  the  whole  river,  to  give  per- 
mission to  his  friends  to  angle  for  salmon  and 
trout. 

The  only  anglers  I heard  of  being  on  this  reach 
for  the  past  week  were  Major  Johnston  and  his 
brother.  Judge  Johnston,  who  got  seven  salmon 
and  grilse  each,  all  on  the  fly.  There  were  twelve 
taken  on  the  Judge  fly,  and  two  on  Lord  Ran- 
dolph. The  patterns  that  did  so  well  in  former 
seasons  they  would  not  look  at.  I he  Silver 
Doctor  and  the  Silver  Grey  got  each  a fair  trial, 
but  without  any  success.  It  is  strange  to  see 
these  flies,  each  having  a silver  body  almost  the 
same  as  the  Judge,  of  no  use,  while  that  accounted 
for  nearly  all.  Had  the  hackles  used  on  the 
Judge  been  put  on  either  of  the  other  two  flies 
and  no  change  made  in  the  wdngs,  I have  no 
doubt  but  the  results  would  have  been  the  same. 
From  my  long  experience  as  an  angler  I find  it  is 
the  hackles  kill  the  fish.  I have  even  found  in 
clear  water  that  a certain  shade  is  taken, 
while  other  shades  are  altogether  refused  of  the 
same  colour.  This  is  how  patterns  that  have 
been  invented  with  great  care  are  destroyed,  and 
their  reputation  ruined.  Let  the  angler  go  into 
some  shop  where  flies  are  sold  and  ask  for  a 
certain  pattern  with  a dyed  hackle  or  hackles, 
and  he  will  at  once  be  supplied  with  flies  that 
would  even  do  credit  to  Major  Traherne,  so  far 
as  dressing  is  concerned  ; but  the  shade  of  hackle 
is  wrong  and  out  of  harmony  with  the  other  parts 
of  the  fly,  which  renders  it  useless. — I am,  Ac., 
Rasharkin,  co.  Antrim.  D.yniel  O Fee. 
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SATURDAY,  JULY  15,  1893. 


ANGLING  FIXTURES. 


July  16. 

Allason  United  Brothers  ; Competition  at  Langley. 
Amicable  Brothers  ; Annual  dinner. 

Anglers’  Association  : Special  delegate  meeting. 
Bomoro  : Brake  outing  to  Langley. 

Hoxton  Brothers  : Annual  dinner. 

Izaak  Walton  ; Dinner  at  Stanstead. 

Jubilee  : Match  at  Langley. 

Penge : Prize  outing. 

Prince  of  Wales  ; Match  in  Slough  Canal. 

South  London  ; Match  at  Egharn. 

St.  Thomas’s  : Prize  outing  at  Amborloy. 

Sundial : Prize  outing. 

United  Brothers  : Prize  outing  at  Watcringbury. 

July  17. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  : Central  visit. 

July  18. 

Gresham  : Discussion  on  sea-fishing. 

Havelock  : Quarterly  night. 

July  19. 

Canning  Town  : Quarterly  night. 

Crown  and  Buckland  ; Quarterly  night. 

Forest  Gate  : Special  general  meeting. 

Jzaak  Walton  ; Dinner  at  St.  Margarets. 

Pixie  Brothers  : Special  meeting. 

St.  George’s  ; South  London  visit. 

July  20. 

Amicable  Waltonians  : Special  general  meeting. 
Sundial ; Visit. 

July  22. 

Gresham:  Visit  to  Natural  History  Section  of  British 
Museum. 

Junior  Fly  fishers  : Outing  to  Brandon. 


FIXTUEES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

July  23.— Brunswick  Brothers:  Match  at  Dagenham 
Lake. 

),  23. — Phoenix  : Match  at  Windsor. 

,,  23.— Royal  George  : Outing  to  Marlow. 

,,  23.— Silver  Trout : Outing  to  Hatfield  Peverel. 

,,  23. — South  London  United  Visiting  List : Com- 

petition at  Amberley. 

„ 24.— Bermondsey  Brothers : Central  Association 

visit. 

I,  24. — Hull  Times  Angling  Competition  at  Brigg. 

„ 24.— North  London  : Visit  (No.  2 Eastern  District). 

„ 25.— Hoxton  Brothers  : Distribution  of  prizes  and 

visit. 

,,  25. — Westminster  : Special  meeting. 

,,  2(5. — Battersea  United  : Supper. 

,,  26.— St.  Albans  and  Excelsior:  South  London 

visit. 

„ 29. — Blackfriars  : Match  at  Wateringbury. 

,,  30. — Great  Eastern  : Match  at  Harlow. 

,,  30. — Lincoln  : Outing  to  Bourne  End. 

,,  30.— Pixie  Brothers  : Match  at  Amberley. 

Aug.  10. — Norlands  : Outing  to  Langley. 

,,  12.— Copenhagen  : Annual  outing. 

,,  20.— Waggoners  : Match. 


2^eptts  from  Clubs 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day  Morning^.  Thursday  night's  clubs  or  meetings  by 
nvBt  post  on  Friday  morning . Address"  Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  8t.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London  ” 
marked  Club  Report  ” outside  envelope. 


Anglers’  Association.— The  monthly  delegate 
meeting,  which  is  to  be  special,  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  question  of  raising  the  sizes  of  fish  to  be  taken 
from  the  waters  rented  by  the  Anglers’  Asscciation,  will 
take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  Ju'y  17  at  8 30 
Delegates  will  oblige  by  attending  early.— R.  Ghuenet 
sec.  ’ 


Anglers  Association.  — Southern  District 
Visiting  List.— A return  visit  on  the  above  list  will 
take  place  on  Wednesday  next,  the  19th  inst.,  at  the 
St.  George’s  Angling  Society,  Prince  of  Wales,  St 
George  s-road,  Peckham,  S.E.  As  this  society  is  always 
represented  at  every  visit,  I hope  brother  anglers  will 
rally  round  and  give  them  a bumper.— G W Arm- 
strong, District  Officer. 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  iist  (Western 
District).  On  Wednesday,  July  5,  a successful  visit 
was  paid  to  the  Royal  George  Angling  Society.  On  the 
roll  call,  twelve  clubs  were  well  represented.  The 
A B.S.  box,  on  being  opened,  was  found  to  contain  13s. 
Ihe  Rest  visit  goes  to  the  Sundial  Angling  Society 
Arrow,  King-street,  Hammersmith  the  date 
ot  which  due  notice  will  be  given.  On  Friday,  July  7 
I attended  the  Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association  to 
open  the  A.B  S.  box,  which  I found  to  contain  .£1,  for 
which  I returned  thanks.— J.  W.  Harris,  visiting 
Om^»er.  ® 


Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Cowley  Arms,  Nor 
mandy-place,  Brixton,  S.W.— On  the  9th  inst.  Mr.  De  E 
Green  had  a nice  show  of  fish,  bream,  141b.  lOoz.  ; am 
M*’’  viT  F.  Barnes  also  weighed  in  roach 

Mr.  W.  Marde  again  weighed  in  on  the  11th  inst 
having  roach,  largest  fish,  11b.  2oz.  I shall  be  glad  i 
members  will  please  attend  next  week  to  arrange  as  t 
our  match  on  the  6th  prox.^W.  H.  Bryant,  hon.  sec. 

Allason  United  Brother’s  Angling  Society 
Dube  of  Sussex.  Uxbridge-atreet,  Netting  Hill  Gate. - 


Several  members  met  on  the  12th,  and  our  match  was 
discussed  ; and  if  the  pegged-down  match  cannot  take 
piaco  in  Cottage  Pound  it  will  take  plaeo  in  the  Slough 
l ound.  Mr.  W.  Smith  was  duly  elected  in  the  place  of 
t.  E.  Brown  as  one  of  the  delegates. — B.  Arrahams, 
sec. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields.— On  July  9 the 
iollowing  weighed  in  : W.  Stewart,  nice  show  of  roach  ■ 
J.  Drew,  roach  and  dace  ; S.  Cutbush,  roach  and  dace  ■ 
J.  Scott,  roach.  On  Tuesday  the  usual  business  was 
transacted,  and  our  prize  list  for  the  present  season  wa.s 
read,  and  found  to  be  very  good.  I should  like  to  see  a 
few  more  members  attend  on  the  15th.— G.  Marriott 
sec.  ’ 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald-faced 
Stag,  Worship-square,  E.O. — On  July  9 last  several 
members  were  out,  and  Messrs.  Harding,  Foster,  and 
Lisher  weighed-in  some  very  fine  fish  from  our  new 
ivater  ; many  roach  and  bream  over  11b.  each.  I would 
remind  members  that  our  annual  dinner  takes  place  on 
July  16,  at  Swan  Hotel,  Fittleworth,  at  1.30.— F G 
Hutchins,  sec. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 

Sun,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road.— Ou  July  9 the 
following  members  weighed-in  : Mr.  Whitebread,  roach 
dace,  and  bream  (largest  roach,  lib.  5oz.)  ; Mr.  For- 
rester, roach  and  bream  (several  of  the  roach’  over 
11b.) ; Mr.  J.  Nunn,  roach  and  bream  ; Mr.  Hake,  roach 
and  dace  ; Mr.  C.  Irvin,  dace;  Mr.  Embleton  (sec  ) 
dace  and  bream  ; Mr.  Dyer,  roach,  dice,  and  bream  • 
Mr.  Lambarth,  jun.,  bream  and  roach  ; and  Mr.  Hill’ 
roach,  dace,  and  bream  (largest  bream,  41b.,  which  has 
been  sent  to  be  preserved).  On  July  16  the  majority  of 
the  members  fish  in  the  competition  at  Pulborough,  and 
members  are  requested  to  attend  the  special  general 
meeting  next  Thursday  on  important  business. — E.  R. 
Embleton,  sic. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society.— Several 
of  our  members  were  out,  on  the  9th  inst.,  at  Amberley, 
competing  for  various  prizes.  Most  of  them  had  fish’, 
the  following  being  the  winners:  Messrs.  Scott, 

Mallet,  Palmer,  and  Jones,  At  our  last  meeting  we 
made  four  new  members,  when  half  a guinea  was 
unanimously  voted  to  the  Suffolk  Stour  defence  fund. 
— D.  Davis,  sec. 

Antwerp  Angling  Society,  Antwerp  Arms, 
Church-road,  Tottenham. — Our  first  annual  supper  took 
place  at  our  clubhouse  on  J uly  5,  and  passed  in  a very 
satisfactory  manner.  After  supper  the  evening  was 
devoted  to  harmony,  and  we  have  to  thank  Mr.  Hadkis 
for  his  welcome  visit  and  for  his  songs  and  recitations. 
The  evening  closed  with  a vote  of  thanks  to  our  late 
secretary,  Mr.  F.  Crookes,  for  his  services  for  the  past 
two  years.  Mr.  G.  Field,  on  July  9,  had  a nice  show  of 
roaouand  eels,  and  Mr.  E.  Crookes,  chub,  largest  21b.— 
C.  Bradley,  sec. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Hotel,  Queen’s-road,  Battersea.— On  July  9 Mr.  J. 
Antcliff’e  had  a nice  show  of  bream,  two  roach  (one  over 
a pound)  ; Mr.  W.  Hines,  bream  ; Mr.  Dejonge,  roach  ; 
and  Mr.  C.  Wastell,  roach  and  dace.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday  next. — Geo.  Mumpord. 

Battersea  United  Piscatorials,  Lord  Ranelagh, 
Verne-street,  S.W.— On  the  5th  inst.  Mr.  Mackrell 
weighed-in  71b.  loz.,  dace,  &c.,  and  Mr.  F.  Jury, 
61b.  13oz.,  dace,  &c.  On  the  8th  inst..  Mr.  E.  Wilson, 
111b.  loz.  ; and  on  12th  inst.,  Mr.  E.  Wilson, 
91b.  (hjoz.,  and  Mr.  S.  Aplin,  61b.  12|oz.,  roach,  &c.  It 
has  been  decided  that  we  have  a supper  on  the 
26th  inst.,  and  all  members  are  requested  to  apply  as 
early  as  possible  for  tickets.  I shall  esteem  it  a favour 
if  prize  donors  will  forward  their  prizes  to  avoid 
confusion  on  night  of  presentation. — A.  Trowbridge, 
sec. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street.— We  had  a fair  show  of  fish 
on  the  9th,  to  which  the  following  members  contributed  : 
H.  Patman,  W.  Streeton,  James  Smith,  and  J.  Warmaii, 
gross  weight  57Ub.  A visit  on  the  Central  Association 
List  will  be  paid  to  this  society  on  Monday,  the  24th, 
when  the  company  of  brother  anglers  and  friends  will  be 
esteemed  a favour. — A.  Conn.  sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street, — it  was  arranged  that  we  fish  our 
first  match  this  season  at  Wateringbury,  on  July  29; 
all  to  start  from  London  Bridge  (South-Eastern  Rail- 
way),  at  7.1-5,  and  leave  off  by  signal.  I wish  to  announce 
that  our  annual  dinner  will  take  place  next  month. 
Several  members  were  out  on  the  9th,  and  the  following 
weighed  in:  Mr.  Foster,  bream;  Mr.  Downes,  bream ; 
Mr.  Wheelhouse,  bream;  Mr.  Jones,  tench  ; Mr.  Hacker, 
carp;  Mr.  Holden,  carp.  Will  gentlemen  kindly  come 
up  next  week  and  settle  tor  our  cup  competition. — 

J.  Foster,  sec 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad- street,  W.C.— Most  ot  the  members 
were  out  on  the  9th  inst.  for  Mr.  Seymour’s  prize,  but 
only  one  weighed  in— Mr.  T.  Davis— he  winning ’Mr. 
Seymour’s  prize.  Wednesday  next  will  be  limit  night. — 

D.  Warren. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.  — Some  of  the 
members  have  enj.'yedgood  sport  Ouring  the  past  week, 
ihe  most  successlul  being  the  basket  of  Mr.  Bilck,  with 
141b.  of  trout,  heaviest  fish  over  lib.,  all  very  handsome 
fi.'h,  and  Mr.  West,  w th  I41b.  of  roach,  heaviest  fish 
lib.  6|oz.  ; Messrs.  Lewis  and  Ewin,  dace  and  roach; 
Jennings,  roach ; Billings,  perch  and  roach ; Brown, 
roach ; Pearson,  dace ; Rome,  b.arbel,  roach,  and 
dace.  We  have  voted  10s.  6J.  towards  the  Stour 
Defence  Fund.— J.  H. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley, — On  the  9th  inst.  the  following"  members 


weighed-in:  Mr.  C.  Wilson,  bream  and  roach;  Mr.  J. 
Watkins,  roach  and  chub;  J.  Mearing,  bream  and 
roach;  C.  Parmenter,  bream;  W.  Short,  bream  and 
roach  ; B.  Lees,  bream  and  roach  ; A.  Thompson,  bream 
and  roach  : J.  Hart,  bream  and  roach;  W.  Lees,  jun., 
roach.  We  fish  for  prizes  at  Dagenham  Lake  on  the’ 
23rd  inst. — J.  Watkins,  sec. 

Burdett  Angling  Society,  118,  Hackney-road.— 
On  July  9 the  following  members  weighed-in  : ,1.  Pethie, 
good  show  of  roach  ; Mr.  Kirby,  roach  ; Mr.  Kirby  also 
had  a good  show  of  fish.  We  also  had  some  good  bream. 
Will  members  kindly  clear  the  books,  as  we  are  starting 
Tinder  new  rules,  and  shall  have  a lot  of  prizes  to  fish 
for  shortly. — J.  Pethie,  soc. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hart- 
land-road,  N.  W. — On  the  9tb  inst.  only  two  arrived  home 
in  timo  to  weigh  in— Mr.  Marshall,  roach,  and  Mr.  Sar- 
tain,  roach.  On  Wednesday  last  we  elected  another 
working  member,  and  still  have  room  for  a few  more. — 
E.  T.  White,  sec. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  o 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E. — On  the  9th 
inst.  all  our  trays  wore  well  filled  with  bream,  tench, 
and  roach,  two  of  our  new  members  having  nearly  301b. 
of  bream  and  tench,  Messrs.  Wilkinson  and  Hall ; also" 
Messrs.  R.  Lashwood,  G.  Howell,  T.  Stone,  P.  Heester, 
E.  Dove,  J.  Allen,  E.  Robertson,  G.  Hatton,  and  J. 
Heester  weighed-in  ; total  gross  weight,  781b.  13oz. 
Wednesday  next,  July  19,  will  be  quarterly  night.— 
O.  Jones,  sec. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling 
Society.  — On  the  9th  Mr.  Macdonnell  weighed-in 
131b.  12^oz.  of  bream,  and  Mr.  Comley,  sen.,  31b.  12Joz. 
of  bream  and  roach.  We  have  several  prizes  on  hand 
to  be  fished  for  this  month.  A meeting  of  the  members 
is  called  for  Tuesday  next  to  deal  with  them.— Cas. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstaiiley-road,  Ciapnam  Junction,  8.W. — 
On  July  9 the  following  members  weighed-in  fish: — 
Messrs.  J.  Willgos,s,  121b.  10‘foz.  roach  ; Porter,  lib.  7ioz. 
roach,  and  the  Brothers  Jameson  also  bad  fish.— G.  T. 
Jameson,  sec. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W.— On  July  6 Messrs.  E.  Baxter  had  bream  (one 
fish  31b.  lOJoz.),  total,  81b. ; G.  Percival,  bream,  121b. 
3oz.  ; A.  Tucker,  bream,  181b.  4oz.  ; F.  Hannabus,  bream. 
On  July  9,  J.  Godfrey  bream,  61b.  lOoz. ; E.  Baxter, 
chub,  roach,  and  dace,  51b. ; G.  I’ereival,  roach,  41b.  7oz.  ; 
T.  Twyman,  roach  and  dace.  We  fish  a match  on 
July  23,  at  West  Drayton,  a pegged-down,  one  rod  only, 
jack  barred.  I hope  all  members  will  attend  on  Tuesday 
next  to  consider  a propo.sed  alteration  of  an  important 
rule. — A.  Smith,  sec. 

Copenhagen  Angling  Society,  York-road.— Oar 
members  were  out  on  July  9,  and  had  a fair  show  of  fish, 
Mr.  Smith,  tench  and  roach;  Mr.  Collier,  roach;  Mr. 
Talbot,  roach  ; Blr.  Pitt,  roach  ; and  Mr.  Parker,  roach. 
On  Tuesday  Mr.  Stephens  had  a good  show  of  roach  ; 
Mr.  Parker,  roach  and  tench  ; Mr.  Kemble,  tench  ana 
carp;  and  Mr.  Greenip,  roach. — B.  Pitt. 

Corinthian  Angling  Club,  Priuoe  of  Wales 
Hotel,  Eastbourne-terrace,  W. — Our  members  have  been 
getting  some  nice  shows  of  fish  lately,  Mr.  P.  Brown 
weighed-in  a grand  dace  of  13oz..  and  a few  days  later  a 
dish  of  roach,  twelve  fish,  weighing  8flb.  Mr.  C. 
Stallibrass  weighed-in  a fine  take  ot  bream,  three  of 
them  weighing  111b.  13oz.,  largest  fish  41b.  6jz.  Mr. 
R.  B.  Brown  weighed-in  bream,  three  largest  weighing 
101b.  9oz.  We  have  a few  vacancies  in  the  club,  and 
should  be  pleased  to  see  any  gentleman  wishing  to  join 
us  any  Wednesday  evening  at  above  address. — H.  0.  S. 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorials 
Society,  Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell-greeii,  E.C. — 
Several  members  competed  in  the  match  at  Harlow  on 
July  9,  but  the  takes  were  very  small,  Mr.  C.  Glover 
first,  with  roach  ; Mr.  W.  Long,  second,  with  roach  ; 
Mr.  G.  Norris,  third,  with  roach  ; Mr.  Ritty,  fourth, 
with  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  T.  Wright,  roach;  Mr.  H. 
Wright,  roach,  from  Elsmere;  Mr.  C.  Walter,  roach, 
dace,  and  bream  : Mr.  Sherwood,  roach  and  dace  ; Mr. 
Dockree,  roach  and  dace.  I beg  to  reminl  members 
that  next  Wednesday  is  quarterly  night,  when  we  have 
some  very  important  business. — W.  H Burwash. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.- On  the  9th  inst.  twenty-two 
members  competed  for  six  10s.  6d.  prizes  in  the  Lea  at 
Ware,  result  as  follows  : C.  Robinson,  first,  31b.  Ij-oz.  ; C. 
Richardson,  second,  21b.9|oz  ; C.  Pocock,  third,  21b.  6ioz ; 

J.  Hills,  fourth,  21b.  1 joz.  ; F.  Baldwin,  fifth,  lib,  lljoz.  ; 

E.  Wild,  sixth,  11b.  5toz.  Messrs.  Parram,  Wythe,  W. 
Richardson,  and  Spong  also  had  fish.  Members  please 
attend  in  force  on  Tuesday  next,  as  there  is  some  very 
important  business  to  bring  forward. — S.  Malby,  sec. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Tottenham.— Rather  a 
quiet  week,  tuough  not  quite  a blank,  as  our  late 
secretary,  Mr.  T.  Barlow,  had  161b.  of  nice  roach  and 
dace  from  Ware,  and  Mr.  Tom  Collier  over  7ib.  of  the 
same  kind  on  the  10th  inst.  from  a spot  a little  further 
down  the  line.  We  had  to  tax  our  friend  Mr.  Ghurney’s 
energies  again  this  week  to  the  tune  of  eight  more 
priviieues,  wuich  augurs  well  sj  early  in  tae  season  tor 
the  success  of  " I’he  Birds.”  VVe  are  arranging  a nice 
lit  le  trip  to  the  Broads  un  the  22nd,  and  expect  about 
eight  or  nine  of  us  to  give  Orniesby  a treat  from  Satur- 
day morning  till  Monday  night.  Members  very  busy 
collecting  “ lobs,  ’ and,  given  line  weather,  you  are  very 
likely  to  hear  more  about  this  little  matter  later  on. — 
Duncan  Sharland,  hon.  seo. 

East  London  Piscatorial  Society. — One  of  our 
members  fishing  recently,  at  Broxbourue,  had  a bream 
of31b.  12oz. — W.  H.  Myers,  sec. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross-road,  Tottenham.  -On  July  9 our  annual  dinner 
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was  held  at  the  Rye  House  Hotel.  Mr.  Teale  placed  a 
splendid  dinner  on  the  table,  to  which  ample  justice  was 
done  by  all.  Mr.  J.  P.  M.  Millard  made  a short  speech, 
and  asked  all  present  to  drink  the  health  of  the  b 
which  was  done  with  enthusiasm,  after  which  Mr.  Ji/lliot 
suitably  responded.  The  secretary  announced  a 
list  of  prizes  to  be  fished  for  during  the  season.  On  this 
occasion  the  club  save  three  prizes  to  be  competed  for, 
in  addition  to  which  Mr.  Tatten  kindly  presented  a goat 
for  the  best  roach  taken  on  the  day,  which  was  won  by 
Mr.  Tuck.  The  members  also  arranged  a sweepstake 
amongst  themselves.  The  result  was  as  follows  : Mr. 
Harrison,  roach,  21b.  1 tjoz.,  first  prize,  club  and  sweep  ; 
Mr.  Tuck,  roach,  21b.  loz.,  including  one  roach,  lib.  loz., 
second  prize,  club  and  sweep;  Mr.  Hoy,  roach,  lib. 
T24oz.,  third  prize,  club  and  sweep.  The  following 
also  weighed-in : Mr.  Gallington,  lib.  3^oz.;  l\Ir.  Kimpton, 
lloz.;  Mr.  G.  Langton,  lOjoz. ; Mr.  Price,  3Jnz.  ; Mr. 
VVade.  C>ioz.  ; Mr.  Bencher,  !)loz.  ; Mr.  J.  Hawkins,  3oz.; 
J\Ir.  Wilton,  ILloz.;  Mr.  Elmes,  9|oz.;  Mr.  Charidge.  7oz.; 
Mr.  Robson.  3foz.  ; Mr.  Ganiage,  lljoz.— W.  H.  Tuck 
Epsom  Angling  Society.— During  the  past  week 
the  following  have  weighed-in;  J.  A.  Bucknill,  ;ian., 
roach  and  tench,  2|lb.,  one  tench  13jlb.,  and  a breacn 
Wlb.  • T.  Jeffery,  chub,  12ioz.,  and  a dace,  loz. ; and 
H W.  Hailes,  a dace  of  7oz.— Euw'.  Wm.  Hailes,  hon. 

^'^Forest  Gate  Piscatorlals.— On  July  9 an  outing 
of  the  club  took  place  to  Burnham-on-Croiich,  where  an 
enjoyable  day  was  spent.  The  following  weighed-in 
fish  ^ Mendham,  roach;  Baily,  bream;  Capt.  Carter 
W J Talbot,  rudd  ; Swatlin,  jack  ; Mendham  also  had 
roLh  on  Wednesday.  There  will  be  a special  general 
meeting  on  Wednesday  next,  to  consider  rule  10.— VV.  J. 
Talbot.  . ^ 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
Goswell-road. — Since  my  last  we  have  had  some  nice 
shows  of  fish.  On  July  2,  Mr.  Vantegan,  bream  and 
roach,  131b.  14|oz.  (one  roach  11b.  6ioz.)  ; 

71b.  Ujoz. ; G.  Watling.  .51b.  8Joz.  ; and  b.  Hill, 
11b.  7‘,oz.  On  the  9th,  G.  Watling,  41b.  joz,  ; Biggs, 
31b.  74oz. ; G.  Vantegan,  31b.  I'Joz.  (one  perch  11b  I joz  ) ; 
Ivory,  21b.  9oz.  ; Crettenden,  21b.  ; and  S.  Hill.  We 
have  made  three  new  members  in  the  last  three  weeks, 
and  have  still  room  for  more. — J.  VV.  Biggs,  sec. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  liussell,  Isledon-road, 

— We  had  a good  show  of  fish  on  July  9,  341b.  4Joz., 
taken  by  Messrs.  Stebbirgs,  Ballard,  Hoggett,  Riggs, 
and  W.  'Lawrence.  We  also  elected  another  member  on 
Monday  last.— A.  Payne,  sec. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch —There  were  some  good  shows 
of  roach  brought  in  on  the  lOlh  by  Messrs.  Maybury, 
Parker  and  Flint;  on  the  11th  Mr.  H.  _J.  Tibbatts  had  a 
tray  of  roach  from  the  Cam,  all  p:ood-sized  fish.  On  the 
same  night  our  distribution  of  prizes  took  place,  when 
our  tables  were  well  loaded  with  all  kinds  of  articles 
that  the  winners  desired  to  purchase.  Amongst^  the 
most  successful  wei'e  J.  Smith,  D.  Hewett,  A.  bims, 
D.  Flint,  F.  Raynor,  B Murphy,  W.  Maybury,  O.  Wade, 
Parker,  Whitmore,  and  Hunt,  and  many  others.  After 
(he  distribution  of  prizes,  our  excellent  chairman,  Mr. 
Tibbatts,  made  an  appeal  to  the  members  for  prizes  ^r 
the  coming  season,  which  was  well  responded  to.  He 
was  kept  booking  down  until  he  was  satisfied  there  was 
nearly  £b0  worth  subscribed.  Everything  passed  off 
successfully.  I hope  all  members  will  be  at  the  club  on 
Tuesday  next,  to  decide  about  going  out,  and  to  settle 
about  the  dinner.  There  are  several  members  wait.ng 
to  be  enrolled.— R.  Murphy,  sec. 

Great-Eastern  Angling  Angling,  Castle  Inn 
Ley  ton-road,  Stratford  INew  Town,  E.  Tue  members  ot 
the  above  club  were  out  on  the  9th  Inst.,  but  only  two 
weighed  fish.  I wish  to  inform  members  that  the  match 
which  was  to  have  taken  place  on  the  23rd  has  been 
postponed  until  -Inly  30 — G.  F.  Weaver,  sec. 

Great  Northern  Brothers’  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southamptou-street,  Pentonville.— Since 
my  last  report  we  have  had  some  good  fish  from  the 
Central  Association  water  at  Amberley.  On  June  25 
the  following  members  weighed:  Bream  and  roach, 

C.  Watling,  tllb.  loz.  (one  roach  lib.  4|oz.) ; H.  Dun- 
combe,  41b.  15oz.  ; J.  Blatchley,  41b.  loz.  (one  roach 
lib.  6oz.  and  one  lib.  5Joz.);  W.  Parkin,  rndd,  8lb.  loz. ; 
IVlessrs.  Francis  and  tSnell,  roach,  from  Welsh  Harp; 
.1.  A.  Fitch,  roach;  J.  Cartwright,  roach.  July  2, 
C.  Watling,  T21b.  13oz.,  bream  and  roach  from  the 
central  water  (three  roach  weighing  11b.  5Joz.,  11b.  5oz., 
and  lib.)  ; W.  Parkin,  71b.  7oz.  ; W.  Creasey,  51b-  5oz.  ; 
J.  Cartwright,  41b.  9oz.  ; H.  Duncombe,  31b.  2oz.  ; and 
G.  Snell.  On  the  9th,  C.  Watling,  a fine  tray  of  bream 
and  roach,  from  the  Central  water,  Amberley,  231b.  5oz. 
(one  roach  11b,  8ioz.  and  one  lib.  2oz.)  ; J.  Cartwright, 
Olb.  ; W.  Parkin,  51b.  15oz.  ; W.  Crea.sey,  51b.  loz.; 
.1.  A.  Fitch,  31h.  8oz  ; J.  K.  Fitch,  lib.  13oz.  ; ,J. 
Watling,  lib.  13oz.  ; H.  Watling,  21b.  toz.  ; H.  Dun- 
combo,  21b.  : Messrs.  Snell.  Francis,  and  Loom  also 
weighed  in.  Three  prizes  were  fished  for  at  the  Welsh 
Karp.  First,  H.  Watling:  second,  F.  Watling;  third, 

G.  Francis.  The  following  new  members  have  been 
(dected  : Messrs.  .1.  A.  Roger.s,  J.  Edwards,  0.  Largo, 

H.  Watling,  A.  Smith,  and  J.  Osborne.  The  case  of 
L ird  Ashburton  and  Mr.  Nocton  N.  Donald  Smith  was 
discussed  at  our  meeting  on  the  Pith  inst.,  and  the  sum 
of  21s.  was  voted  towards  the  defence  fund.  Mr. 
Crnmplen  and  the  Central  Association  were  compli- 
mented upon  the  spirited  manner  in  which  they  have 
taken  vu)  the  above  case. — J.  S.  FiTCH,  sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— The  ordinary  weekly 
meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday  last,  when  Dr.  C.  S. 
Patterson  was  in  the  chair.  A now  member  was  elected, 
and  another  proposed . A number  of  the  members  had 
been  fishing  off  Southend,  but  met  with  very  poor  sport. 


Mr.  Cooke  reported  having  taken  roach  from  Bye 
House  ; Mr.  Goodwin  several  dace  and  one  trout  from 
Hertford  ; Mr.  Close,  roach  and  dace  from  Sussex  ; and 
Mr.  Zerfass  some  good  roach  and  dace  from  Ware.  It 
was  resolved  that  the  society  should  send  a representa- 
tive to  the  Walton  Tercentenary  Banquet  at  St'ifford  on 
August  9.  On  Tuesday,  the  18th  inst.,  a discussion  will 
take  place  on  sea-fishing,  to  be  opened  by  Mr.  G.  H. 
Young:  and  on  Saturday,  the 22nd,  a party  of  members 
will  vidt  the  Natural  History  Section  of  the  British 
Museum,  in  the  Cromwell-road,  at  3 p.m.,  when  Dr. 
Gnnther  has  kindly  consented  to  receive  them. — James 
Taylor,  sec, 

Havelock  Angling  Society,  Good  Intent,  Bishop  s- 
road.  Mowlem-street,  Cambridge  Heath. — On  July  ^1 
Mr.  E.  Earop  weighed-in  some  very  good  roach  ; Mr.  C. 
PflGer,  roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  J.  Gay,  roach  ; and  Mr.  J . 
Griffiths,  bream  and  roach.  Members  will  please  take 
notice  that  Tuesday,  July  25,  will  be  quarterly  night. 
W.  Young,  sec. 

Higlibury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe,  I,  pper 
Tollington-road,  Isledon-road,  Hollowaw,  N.— We  had  a 
very  good  show  on  the  9th  : Mr.  Glover  had  7^1b.  of 
good  roach,  dace,  and  chub  ; Mr.  Weatrup,  41b.  of  dace, 
chub,  and  barbel  ; Mr.  Schofield,  roach  and  dace.  Mr. 
Bertschinger  exhibited  some  nice  perch  and  eels,  and 
myself  about  51b.  of  roach  and  dace.  At  the  meeting  on 
Wednesday  evening  we  got  half  through  the  revision  of 
rules.  We  shall  finish  the  remainder  next  Wednesday, 
19th,  when  members  are  requested  to  attend. — G.  H. 
Rutherford,  sec. 


Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Ivingsland-road,  Shoreditcti. — F.  Oardiuer  was  the  pnJy 
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member  who  weighed-in  on  the  9th  inst.,  with  o^lb.  ot 
roach.  The  annual  dinner  will  take  place  at  the  Rye 
House  on  July  16.  The  next  No.  1 Eastern  District 
Visit  of  angling  societies  will  take  place  at  the  above 
house  on  Monday,  July  24.  G.  H.  Wood,  president, 
Hoxton  Brothers,  chairman  ; S.  Mead,  treasurer, 
Original  Alexandra,  vice-chair. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Red 
Lion,  Portland-street,  Soho. — On  the  9th  the  following 
weighed-in  : Mr.  Wilson,  roach  and  rudd,  61b.  S-joz.  ; 
Mr.  Davies,  roach.  On  Wednesday  next  I hope  all 
members  will  show  np,  as  there  is  much  business  to 
transact.— G.  Bigsby.  i i 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arm-i,  Canonbury-road. — Several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  July  9,  but  had  very  little  sport  ; only  Mr. 

G.  Holder  had 'fish.  On  Tuesday  the  minutes  of  the 
previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed,  Mr.  ,1. 
Carpenter  in  the  chair,  when  one  member  was  ballotted 
in,  and  one  proposed.  We  have  room  for  a feiv  more 
mUibers  honorary  or  working. — J.  H.  Herbert,  sec. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling;  Society.— As  previously 
announced,  the  members  and  friends  will  dine  at  the  Pied 
Bull,  Stanstead  and  St.  Margaret’s,  Herts,  on  Sunday 
and  Wednesday  next,  the  16th  and  19th  inst.  Mr.  T.  W. 
Garrard  had  a nice  take  of  bream  on  the  9th  inst.  Mr. 
F.  Heldt  had  rudd  on  the  same  day.  Our  friend  the 
Doctor  had  some  good  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  J.  Elliot 
also  had  some  good  roach.  Mr.  G.  Nunn  had  bream  on 
Wednesday  the  TJth  inst. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Portobello  Arms,  Kensal- 
road.— On  July  6 we  had  a nice  show  of  roach  and 
bream,  weighed-in  by  the  Brother-s  Scott,  Mr.  G.  Scott 
having  121b.  (best  roach  11b.  2oz.).  On  the  9ch  we 
had  some  very  fair  shows  of  roach  and  bream  by  Messrs. 

H.  Wright,  Bence,  Bigsby,  and  the  Brothers  Scott.  On 
the  11th,  Mr.  C.  Challen  had  8lb.  of  roach.  On  July  16 
we  fish  a match  at  Kings  Langley,  for  seven  prizes  : 
First,  15s.  ; second,  roach  rod;  third,  lOs.  (id.;  fourth 
8s.  ; fifth,  7s. ; sixth,  5s.  ; seventh,  5s.  Roving,  one  rod 
only.  Jack  barred.  First  train  down,  or  any  subse- 
quent train  ; cease  fishing  at  7 p.m.,  and  return  together 
or  be  disqualified:  no  member  be  eligible  to  take  a 
prize  unless  he  weighs-in  lib.  of  fish.  The  first  train 
leaves  Willesden  .lunotion  at  9.9, — A.  Ide,  sec. 

Junior  Fly-Fishers,  70,  Houndsditch.— Mr.  H. 
Roach  in  the  chair.  Minutes  were  read,  and  the  annual 
report,  as  issued,  was.  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  J. 
Tayler  adopted  as  read.  It  has  been  decided  to  go  to 
Brandon  on  Saturday,  July  22  (time  of  departure 
arranged  on  Thursday  next),  returning  Sunday  evening. 
Those  who  wish  to  join  the  party  will  kindly  attend  to 
settle  the  final  fixtures  Nearly  every  member  present 
had  been  fishing,  chub,  dace  and  roach  being  the 
principal  fish  taken. — Hon  Sec. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  Queen 

of  England,  Goldhawk-road,  W.  — The  following  members 
weighed-in  during  the  week:  Mr.  S.  J.  Sheen,  roach 
and  bream,  251b. ; Mr.  A.  B.  Mason,  dace  and  chub  (one 
chub  21b.  3|oz.)  ; Mr.  G.  Byrne,  roach  and  dace, 
41b.  14joz.  ; Mr.  C.  J.  Carter,  roach  and  dace,  21b.  5|oz.  ; 
Mr.  C.  E.  Lock,  dace  (two  fish,  13^oz.) ; Blr.  M. 
Manning,  barbel  and  perch  ; and  Mr.  G.  Bailey,  roach. 
Messrs.  A.  B.  Mason  and  F.  Newcombe_  have  been 
appointed  delegates  to  the  Anglers  Association.  The 
Anglers’  Benevolent  box  contained  19s.,  which  was 
made  up  to  ^1.  Six  new  members  were  elected  on 
Friday.  The  first  monthly  competition  commences  on 
the  23rd  inst.,  and  terminates  August  20,  for  five  prizes, 
public  waters,  punt,  or  bank.  A new  member  to  propose 
at  next  meeting  - S.  Burton,  hon.  sec. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Wm- 
chester-street.- Gn  the  9th  inst.,  the  following  members 
had  fish  : Mr.  Watling,  roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  Wood,  roach 
and  gudgeon;  and  Mr.  Holmes,  roach.  An  outing  is 
arranged  to  take  place  at  Bourne  End,  on  .luly  30,  for 
four  half  guineas  ; all  to  start,  by  first  train.  Mr.  E. 
Griffiths  was  elected  a working  member,  and  Mr.  J. 
Rackham  was  propo.sed  for  membership  and  will  be 
balloted  for  next  week. — W.  Watling,  sec.  - 


Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 

5,  Queen's-pquare.— Our  quarterly  meeting  last  week 
was  well  attended,  and  one  new  member  elected,  ibe 
following  resolutions  were  duly  carried;  lhat  a 
watcher  be  appointed  for  the  Knowsley  water  ; that  the 
renting  of  onr  various  waters  be  continued  for  another 
twelve  months  from  Oot.  1,  and  that  the  secretary  s 
railway  faro  be  paid  to  attend  the  remaining  competi- 
tions this  year,  in  order  that  the  weighing  in  &c., 
may  be  officially  supervised.  Our  outing  to  a Cheshire 
mere  on  the  6th  turned  out  almost  the  greatest^asco  we 
have  ever  had.  The  mere,  which  is  an  almost  perlect 
oval  and  beautifully  embosomed  maframework  ot  lovely 
scenery,  was  as  green  as  gras.?— locally  known  as 
“ brohen  ’’—and  nothing  but  small  fish  would  bite,  ami 
few  of  them.  The  prize  winners  were : 1st,  Mr  K. 
Wilson  (we  shall  have  to  handicap  this  gentleman) ; ^nd, 
Mr.  Holloway  ; and  3rd,  Mr.  Watson.  Catch  me  at  this 
watsr  again  when  it  is  in  this  beastly  condition. 

R.  WOOLEALL.  „ . A 1 

Marylebone  Angling  Society,  Pme  Apple, 
Carlisle-street,  Edgware-road.— A few  of  our  members 
were  out  on  the  9th  inst  , and  the  following  vveighed-m  ; 
Me.ssrs.  A.  W.  G.  Fisher,  Slade  Pearce,  and  Melbourne, 
with  fair  takes  of  bream,  roach,  and  rudd.— J.  Mel- 
bourne, sec.  _ . A.  -r.  • c w 

Midland  Angling  Society,  Prince  of  Wales, 
King’s-road,  St.  Pancras,  N.W.— We  have  had  some 
good  shows  since  my  last,  Mr.  J.  Grist  having  a nme 
lot  of  rudd  weighing  121b.  3oz.  W.  Mogg  and  H. 
Cockram  also  had  some  nice  roach.— T.  King. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Railway  Tavern, 
King  Henry’s  Walk. — The  annual  dinner  and  distribution 
of  prizes  which  took  place  on  Tuesday  was  a vm’y  great 
success.  The  rest  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  harmony, 
Messrs.  C.  Oliver,  Smith,  Argent,  Phil  Harris,  Jermy, 
Silver,  Stookdale,  Bevey,  and  others,  contributed  to  the 
harmony.  Three  new  members  were  elected,  and  a 
pleasant  evening  was  brought  to  a close.  JNO. 

Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mitre  Tavern, 
Kingsgato-street,  Holborn.-A  few  of  our  members 
were  out  on  the  9th  inst.,  but  only  two  returned  with 
fish.  On  the  10th  inst.  Mr.  Vinicombe  was  elected  a 
workinir  member.  Will  all  members  attend  on  the 
17th  inst.  not  later  than  9 p.m.,  as  we  have  business 
to  attend  to  which  needs  the  attendance  ot  all  the 
raembors.— A.  Toplis,  sec.  , „ . ^ , - t,-  e 

New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society,  Duke  ot  Kent, 
Old  Kent-road.— On  July  13  an  interesting  paper  entitled 
“ Angling  Experiences,”  was  read  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Baldwin, 
who  received  a cordial  vote  of  thanks  for  the  sanie.  Our 
next  competition  will  be  held  in  the  Ouse,  at  bt.  Ives, 
on  Thursday.  Owing  to  several  of  our  members  having 
urgent  business  to  attend  to,  we  have  postponed  the 
match  we  intended  to  have  fished  against  the  bt  1 ves  and 
District  Angling  Society  on  the  above  date.  A smoker 
was  held  in  the  course  of  the  evening,  which  passed  off 
very  enjoyably.  Several  new  members  were  proposed. 
A number  of  fine  dace  were  weighed-in  by  Mr.  A.  1a. 

Matthews. — N.  A.  P.  , ..t  c i i 

Norlands,  22,  Norland-road  North.- Onr  first  general 
outing  this  season  takes  place  on  Aug.  10  to  L ingley. 
Those  members  who  were  not  present  at  the  last  meet- 
ino-  please  note  that  it  was  decided  that  the  su^m  of 
2 guineas  be  granted  from  the  funds  towards  the  day  s 
expenses.  A few  members  have  been  out.  but  met  with 
poor  success. — Hon.  Reporter. 

North  London  Angling  Club,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road,  N.— The  next  return  vi=it  on  the  No.  2 
Eastern  District,  will  take  place  ac  the  above  on  Mon- 
day July  24.  On  July  9,  the  following  members 
we'ighed-in;  Mr.  Hoyle,  perch  and  gudgeon  ; Mr  H. 
Stretch,  bream.  On  Wednesday  last  Air.  W.  Catnig 
was  elected  an  honorary  memcer,  and  we  have  su^ 

room  for  more.  Members  joiniug“  this  club  will  have  the 
chance  of  learning  fly  fishing  from  our  worthy  president 

by  appointmeut.-H.  Stretch,  bon.  sec. 

Oak  An  Idling  Club,  Royal  Oak,  Roman-road,  North 
Bow -On  b,aturday,  July  8,  we  had  a good  show  of 
roach  by  A.  Hearn  and  T.  H.  Holden.  Messrs.  Barclay 
and  A Barclay  also  favoured  us  with  a grand  show  ot 
roach.  On  July  9,  we  fished  for  three  prizes  at  Roydoii, 
Mr  J Salnow,  first,  with  roach;  Mr.  J.  H.  Holder, 
second,  with  roach;  Mr.  T.  Watts  had  roach  and  chub  ; 
J.  W.  Payne,  roach  ; W.  Elsom,  roach.  On  July  11,  Mr. 
T.  Watts  had  a grand  show  of  roach,  one  going  11b.  5ioz. 
aiid  several  others  close  on  a pound.— J.  H.  Holden, 


Penge  Angling  Society,  The  Lord  Palmerston, 
Maple-road,  Penge,  S.E.— On  the  9th  inst.,  two  mem- 
bers weighed  in,  from  our  club  water,  nme  nice  bream, 
22Hb. ; one  roach,  11b.  loz.  Our  first  prize  day  of  tbe 
season  takes  place,  on  the  I6th  inst.,  at  our  club  water, 
for  four  prizes.  By  brake  ; start  at  midnight.  Vacan- 
cies for  a few  new  members.  Meeting  nigut,  Wednes- 
day.—F.  Thilling,  sec 

Plioenix  Angling  Socety,  The  Crown,  Panoras- 
road  N W.— On  July  9 we  naa  another  good  show,  Mr. 
Elbo’urnhid  25lb.  94oz.  bream,  the  largest  fish3lb.  9.ioz.; 
Mr  K.  Carr,  31b.  I2I0Z.,  bream  and  roach  ; Mr.  C.  Dove, 
lib  llioz  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  F.  Dove,  61b.  6oz., 
bream,  roach,  and  dace  ; Mr.  Mares,  11b.  lloz  roaefi. 
On  July  7 and  9 Mr.  Mares  had  51b.  13roz.  and 
21b.  3ioz.,  all  roach.  On  July  10  Mr.  R.  Carr  had 
71b  80Z  bream  and  roach.  On  July  23rd  wo  fish  tor 
prizes  at  Windsor,  roving  match,  towing-path  aide. 
Mr  G.  Chapman  had  71b.  jack  and  Mr.  Boxall  5lb. ; also 
a few  roach.— H.  W.  Morgan,  hon.  assist,  sec. 

Pixie  Bi-others  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Keni-roaa. — Our  first  competition 
will  take  place  at  Amberley  (Central  Association  W atrr) 
on  July  30.  On  the  18th,  Messrs.  Clarke,  Hawes,  and 
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Uttingf  weighed  in  bream  and  roach  from  the  Medway  ; 
Messrs.  Wriffgleaworth,  Line,  Mitchell  tried  Staines, 
only  the  former  weig-hed  in  some  barbel.  Mr.  T.  Line 
on  the  l‘2th,  barbel,  chub,  and  dace.  Our  members  are 
requested  to  attend  on  Wednesday  next,  July  19,  9.30 
sharp,  to  settle  some  important  business. — E.  Pyne 

Prince  Albert  Angling'  Society,  Gardener's 
Arms,  Lefevre-road,  Old  Eord. — Our  members  were  out 
on  the  9th,  but  with  small  success,  Mr.  W.  lleven 
weighing'-in  roach,  and  Mr.  Glover  roach. — C.  Toye. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur,  Gol- 
borne-road.  North  Kensington.— On  July  9 Mr.  Coulthard 
weighed-in  a nice  show  of  roach  from  the  Welsh  Harp. 
On  Wednesday,  July  12,  Mr.  Tipper  and  Mr.  Lloyde 
were  elected  members  of  the  above  society.  Two  more 
were  proposed.  The  following  ofKcers  wore  elected  for 
the  quarter  : — Mr.  Pettifer,  chairman  ; Mr.  Coulthard, 
vice  ; Mr.  Scott,  auditor.-  J.  Haebis,  sec. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — There  were  some 
fine  shows  of  bream  and  tench  by  our  members  on  the 
9th  inst.,  Mr.  Dav,y  being  well  to  the  front  with  a speci- 
men tench,  and  Mr.  Clist  ditto  with  bream.  We  fish 
our  match  in  the  Slough  canal  on  the  IGth  inst.  ; pegged 
down  ; and  as  most  of  the  members  intend  to  try  their 
skill,  I hope  the  seven  prizes  given  will  be  won. — W.  B. 

XCiodney  Piscatorials,  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales,  Kinglake-street,  Old  Kent-road.— On  the  2nd 
inst.,  the  following  weighed-in; — Messrs.  J.  Davis, 
barbel  and  dace  ; J.  Wigley,  roach  and  bream  ; G.  Sbar- 
man,  roach  and  dace ; P.  T.  Lamberton,  roach  and 
bream  ; P.  Lamberton,  roach  and  dace.  Again,  on  9th 
inst.,  Messrs.  G.  Sharman,  roach,  dace,  and  bream  ; J. 
Wigley,  roach  and  bream  ; P.  Lamberton,  roach  and 
dace.  I hope  members  will  show  up  in  full  force,  as  we 
want  to  arrange  for  the  next  monthly  outing  We  have 
oom  for  a few  more  new  members. — P.  T.  Lamberton 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman- street,  Soho.  W.— On  the  9th  inst.  the  follow- 
ing weighed-in  : — Mr.  Webber,  roach  ; Mr.  Cavers,  chub 
and  Mr.  Robinson,  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon.  I am 
pleased  to  say  that  an  outing  has  been  arranged  to  take 
place  on  the  23rd  inst.,  at  Marlow,  boundaries  to  be 
Marlow  Bridge  to  Temple  Lock,  under  usual  conditions. 
The  prizes  will  be  decided  next  Wednesday,  ■when  I hope 
the  members  will  turn  up.  Committee  men  please  take 
notice  that  a meeting  is  convened  for  Wednesday  next, 
the  19th  inst.,  at  nine  o’clock.  We  made  two  more 
honorary  members  at  the  last  meeting. — W.  B.  Shaw, 
hon.  see. 

Royal  Oak  A'ngling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Caborn-road,  Bow,  E.^ — On  the  9th  inst.  our  trays  were 
again  well  filled  with  roach,  chub,  and  dace,  the  follow- 
ing members  contributing;  P.  Barclay,  181b.  of  chub 
and  roach,  heaviest  roach  11b.  4flb.  and  loz.  4J-oz.  ; Blr. 
E.  Perry,  111b.  9oz.,  roach  and  dace,  heaviest  roach, 
lib.  5oz.  and  Hb.  4joz. ; J.  Yeo,  9lb.  15oz.,  roach, 
heaviest  roach,  lib.  4|oz.  ; W.  Smith,  61b.,  heaviest 
roach,  lib.  4j-oz.  ; Mr.  Jones,  51b.  13oz.,  roach  ; Mr.  G. 
Yeo,  roach;  IMr.  Stanley,  roach;  H.  Sallnow,  roach. 
Total,  5ilb.  llijoz.  On  Tuesday  our  meeting  was  fairly 
attended,  and  two  new  members  were  elected  and  other 
important  business  transacted. — A.  Baeclat,  sec. 

St.  George’s  Angling  Society,  St.  George’s-road, 
Peckham. — On  July  9 all  the  prizes  were  won  by  the 
following  members  ; Mr'  Blorrill,  first,  41b.  6Joz.,  bream 
and  dace  ; Mr.  Regardsoe,  second,  with  41b.  loz.,  bream 
and  roach  ; Blr.  Lang,  third,  with  31b.  lOoz.,  bream  and 
dace  ; Blr.  Gearing  also  had  fish.  Our  next  visit  on  the 
S.  L.  V.  L.  will  take  place  on  July  19,  when  I hope  to 
see  a good  musti-r. — Peo  Tem. 

St.  Ives  and  District  Angling  Society. — The 
members  of  this  society  held  a roach  tournament  on 
Tuesday,  for  a i umber  of  prizes.  Specimen  fish  only 
counted.  Over  360  roach  were  caught.  Result:  Pirst, 
Mr.  G.  R.  James  ; second,  Mr.  P.  J.  Kitsell  ; third,  Blr. 

. Powell. 

St.  Th.onxas's  Angling  Society,  Waterman’s  Arms, 
Paris-street,  Lambetti,  S.E.— On  July  9 Blr.  W.  Stone 
weighed  in  some  good  bream.  On  July  16  we  fish  at 
Amberley  for  five  prizes,  roaming,  either  side  of  the 
water. — Seceetabt. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Sfca-Egate-street,  Lambeth. — On  the  0th  inst.,  Messrs.  G. 
Brocken, _ Green,  Jarrett,  Anstey,  G.  Ballinger,  and 
J.  T.  Wright  paid  Amberley  a visit,  and  had  some  good 
takes  of  roach,  dace,  eels,  and  bream,  the  best  show 
was  weighed  in  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Wright,  be  had  171b.  61oz. 
On  Wednesday,  Blr.  Jarrett  was  duly  elected  a member. 
1 hope  to  see  the  members  turn  up  in  full  force  to  com- 
pete for  the  prizes  at  Pulborough  on  the  16th. — J. 
Wright,  sec. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arras,  Graf  ton-street,  W.— On  the  2nd  inst.  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  had  fish  : Blessrs.  Petrie,  roach,  dace, 

and  grayling,  181b.  loz.  ; Spencer,  jun.,  list.  91b.,  roach 
and  dace  ; and  North,  bream.  We  liad  our  first  outing 
for  a series  of  six  prizes,  on  the  0th  inst.,  with  the 
following  result ; Messrs.  Spencer,  sen.,  51b.  (lOz.,  first ; 
Smith,  jun.,  roach,  second  ; Moore,  roach,  11b.  3ioz., 
third;  J.  Petrie,  roach,  fourth;  Spencer,  jun.,  roach' 
filth;  J.  Wright,  roach,  sixth;  and  Docker,  roach, 
seventh;  B.  SmiBi,  roach,  and  C.  Smith,  sen.,  roach. 
Any  gentleman  wishing  to  join  this  society  can  do  so  by 
applying  at  the  above  house  on  Wednesday  evenings. 
— C.  B.  Lumey,  sec. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Blaiden-lane.— On  the  9th  inst.  most  of  our  niember.s 
lAere  out,  bat  none  had  occasion  to  weigh-m.  Our  fir.st 
outing  will  take  place  on  July  23  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 
So  as  to  have  a good  long  day  it  was  decided  to  go 
down  by  the  train  leaving  Liverpool-strect  about  12.0 
Saturday  night,  and  start  fishing  at  daylight ; but  other 


members  can  come  down  on  Sunday  morning  (usual  club 
conditions).  Three  prizes. — Peeican. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Hope, 
Pollard-row. — On  .July  9 the  following  members  weighed- 
in  : W.  Hooper,  71b.  14oz.  bream  ; R.  Sponceley,  one 
barbel,  41b.  3Joz.  ; H.  Spenoeley,  roach  ; Norris,  bream  ; 
J.  Rosamond,  roach  ; Lazarus,  roach  ; Harris,  roach, 
31b.  7joz.  ; Henry,  roach  ; D.  Marks,  iiereh  and  dace  ; 
M.  A.  Marks,  roach  ; W.  Wells,  roach. — T.  Sayce,  sec. 

South  Iiondon  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  235,  Camberwell-road. — On  July  15,  we  fish  for 
four  prizes  at  Egham.  On  the  6th,  Messrs.  Stevens, 
Cotterell,  Smith,  and  Frei  had  barbel,  hream,  and 
roach.  On  the  9th  Mr.  Dartnall  had  lOlb.  6oz.  of 
bream  and  roaeh,  and  Mr.  Sargeant  4JIb.  of  eels.  Two 
new  members  were  elected  on  Wednesday  last,  and  one 
proposed  for  election  on  our  next  meetinEr. — .1.  J.  F.,  sec. 

South  London  United  Visiting  List  — The  next 
visit  on  this  list  will  be  to  the  St.  Albans  and  Excelsior 
Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Royal  George,  New-street, 
Kennington  Park-road,  on  Wednesday,  the  26th  inst. 
I know  that  Wednesday  is  an  awkward  night,  most  of 
the  societies  on  the  list  holding  their  weekly  meeting  on 
that  evening,  but  it  is  the  only  evening  in  the  week  that 
their  club-room  is  disengaged,  and  as  the  St.  Albans  are 
always  represented  at  every  visit  on  the  list,  I trust 
the  other  societies  will  return  the  conipliinent,  and 
appoint  two  or  three  of  their  meraber.s  to  be  present. 
Tickets  for  the  competition  at  Amberley  on  the  23rd, 
have  been  sent  to  every  society  on  the  list.  Secretaries 
requiring  more  can  have  them  on  application  to  the  hon. 
sec. — A.  Conn. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Stepney. — The  following  member.s  weighed  in  on 
the  9th  inst: — Mr.  Nash,  bream;  Mr.  i bamberlin, 
bream ; Mr.  Hornblower,  bream  ; Mr.  Smith,  perch  ■ 
Blr.  Blorrish,  bream  and  roach  ; Mr.  West,  roach  ; Mr! 
Woodford,  roach  and  dace;  and  Blr.  Willshere,  rudd. — 
G.  BIabrows,  sec. 

^Suadiul  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — On  the  16th  inst.  our 
members  will  fish  a match  for  club  prizes.  A brake 
starts  from  the  club  bouse  at  12. .30  a.m.  for  Kings 
Langley.  Our  return  visit  is  arranged  to  take  place 
on  Thursday,  July  20,  when  we  shall  be  glad  to  see  as 
many  anglers  and  friends  as  can  make  it  convenient  to 
attend  — H.  Reaves,  sec. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Deptford.— 
On  July  6,  Mr.  H.  Treame  and  H.  Richards  weighed-in 
some  fine  roach.  On  the  9th  our  trays  were  well  filled 
by  the  following  members  ; Mr.  E.  Beak,  roach  and 
bream ; H.  Treame,  roach  ; J.  Payne,  roach ; B. 
Champion,  roach  ; J.  Oakley,  roach  ; H.  Fennell,  roach  ; 
J.  Steer,  roach.  The  rest  of  the  given  prizes  will  be 
fished  foronthelGth  inst.  at  Wateringbury. — H.  Tylob. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxball  Cross.— On  July  9 the  following  had  fish  ; Blr. 
Clugg,  roach  ; Dawson,  roach  and  bream,  Phillips,  roach 
and  dace;  Frankum,  roach  and  perch;  Powell,  roach: 
Betts,  roach  and  dace : Joseph,  bream  and  roach.  I 
wish  to  remind  members  that  the  next  match  takes 
place  on  August  20  for  five  prizes.  Conditions  to  follow. 
I have  the  tickets  on  hand  for  the  Amberley  match, 
shonld  any  of  you  require  them. — H.  C.  ’ 

WaltiiS-in  BrotKers,  King’s  Arms. — Our  members 
have  had  splendid  catches  during  the  week.  Mr.  J. 
Williams  weighed  in  on  two  days  81b.  13oz.  of  roa’ch^ 
three  scaling  15oz.  each  ; B-Ir.  J.  Lipwood  bad  21b.  lOoz! 
roach  ; Blr.  C.  Saville,  lib.  lOoz.  roach  ; Mr.  R. 
Simmons,  5oz.,  Blr.  J.  Lapwood,  second  take,  lib.  12oz. 
We  fish  in  Blr.  Avis’s  pegged-down  on  the  15th  inst. 
London  members  please  note.  Blr.  A Shambrooke  had 
a nice  roach  on  Monday.  We  intend  giving  an  open 
competition  shortly. — A.  G.  Beach,  sec. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hill-street,  WalworUi.— Tlie  prizes  in  the  competition 
on  the  2nd  inst.  were  as  follows;  B'lr.  Turnbull,  first ; 
Blr.  Haines,  second  : Mr.  Jenkins,  third.  Mr.  Pritchard 
weighed-in  41b.  and  41b.  5oz.  on  the  5tb  and  12tb  respec- 
tively. On  the  9th  Blr.  Haines  111b.  2oz.  of  bream  and 
roach,  and  Mr.  Turnbull,  21b.  lOoz.— Chas.  Wyer,  sec. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The 
Coach  and  Horses.  The  Grove.  Stratford.— On  the  5th 
Blr.  Pasmore  bad  131b.  10.|oz.  of  roach  and  21b.  12oz.  of 
dace  ; on  the  9th,  21b.  2oz.  of  roach  ; Mr.  C.  Maxte.l, 
91b.  6Joz.  of  roach;  Mr.  Sutherland,  5Ib.  2i-oz.  ; Mr.’ 
Hobbs,  51b.  14oz.  of  bream  ; Mr.  Humfrys,  41b.  15Joz. 
of  bream  and  perch  ; Blr.  Smart,  roach  ; “Blr.  Paracieni 
and  Mr.  Seal,  roach  ; Blr.  J.  BI.  W.  Bennett,  31b.  3oz.  of 
chub.  Our  meeting  takes  place  on  Wednesday  next,  the 
19th. — R.  Lowtheb,  hon.  sec. 

V/est  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith.—  Ten  members  were  out  on  the  2nd 
inst,,  all  of  whom  bad  fish.  W.  Cox,  jun.,  E Leaf,  and 
E.  White  bad  good  shows  from  S anbury.  Seven  mem- 
bers competed  in  the  match  at  Richmond  and  Twicken- 
ham for  Blr.  Chob  Webb’s  prize;  our  secretary  first, 
and  Mr.  Brittain  second.  Blembers  are  requeued  to 
attend  the  meeting  on  Thursdoy  next  to  arrange  next 
club  match.  Books  of  rules  and  prize  cards  are  ready.  — 
J.  J.  Hunter,  hon:  sec. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle, 
Francis-street,  Westminster.— On  the  9th  inst,,  Blr. 
Eccarins  was  the  only  member  to  weigh  in,  with  a fine 
sliow_  o+' roach.  At  the  meeting  of  Tuesday  last,  Mr. 
Atchison,  senior,  occupied  the  chair,  faced  by  Blr.  West- 
lake,  and  during  Hie  evening  some  important  business 
was  proceeded  with.  Three  more  new  members  were 
elected— Mossr.s.  H.  Arnold,  W.  Pitt,  and  W.  Crawley. 
A special  meeting  is  called  for  Tuesday,  July  25,  to 
alter  some  of  the  rules.  Gentlemen  wishing  to  join  an 
angling  society,  cannot  do  better  than  apply  to  tiio  sec- 
retary.—Geo.  Barrett. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


(iYr  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  ami  envelopes 
should  send  a post  card  to  the  Manaijer  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  Lorulon. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below. 

/30  min.  for  Chelsea.  ('SS  min.  for  Kew. 

Wo  ,,  ,,  Putney.  w5  ,,  ,,  Richmond. 

Add-j45  ,,  ,,  Hammer-  Add'jSO  ,,  ,,  Twicken- 

/ smith.  / ham. 

^50  ,,  „ Barnes.  ^85  ,,  ,,  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  tie  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  oe 

High  Water 

at  London 

Bridge. 

Morning. 

E/eDiDg. 

Saturday,  J uly  15  

...  2.54  

3.20 

Sunday,  ,, 

Monday,  ,, 

Tuesday,  ,, 

Wednesday,  ,, 

16  

...  3.41  

4.  9 

, 17  

...  4.32  ...  . 

4 53 

18  

...  5.14  

5.35 

19  

...  S..56  

6.17 

Thursday,  ,, 
Friday,  ,, 

20  

...  6.38 

21  

...  7.19  

7.43 

High  Water  at  Amberley  and  Pulborough. 

Morning.  K/euing. 

Saturday,  July  15  3.34  4.  0 

Sunday,  ,,  16  4.21  4.49 

Monday,  ,,  17  5,12  5.33 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley. 

Pulborough  will  be  two  hours  forty  minutes  later. 


English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

Lower  Thames.  — General  Remarks.  — The 
angling  news  after  the  Henley  Regatta,  and  the  return 
of  boats  from  that  portion  of  the  river  are  never  of  any 
very  special  character,  and  this  week  the  returns  have 
not  been  so  plentiful  as  they  have  been  previously,  and 
I do  not  think  the  anglers  have  been  at  work  in  similar 
numbers.  It  would,  however,  appear  that  barbel  and 
chub  have  been  fairly  conspicuous,  and  the  same  may 
be  said  of  bream  and  jack.  The  fact  is,  and  that  is 
apparent  to  all,  both  fishermen  and  anglers,  we  want  a 
good  rainfall  to  put  the  river  in  first-rate  condition,  and 
then  fish  catching  will  be  even  better  than  it  has  been. 
The  time  of  the  year  has  nov  arrived  for  the  angling 
clubs  to  arrange  for  their  summer  dinner,  and  this  week 
I have  received  my  first  invitation  from  that  good  old  club, 
the  Friendly  Anglers,  who  have  arranged  to  pay  a special 
visit  to  Rickmansworth,  and  dine  at  the  'Victoria  Hotel, 
near  the  Railway  Station,  on  Saturday  next,  July  22nd, 
and  if  all’s  well  1 hope  to  find  myself  amongst  them,  as 
I always  prove  them  to  be  what  the  title  of  their  society 
represents — thoroughly  friendly.  It  must  be  borne  in 
mind  the  annual  summer  river  trip  of  the  committee 
and  friends  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society 
takes  place  on  Tuesday,  July  25th,  and  the  tickets, 
which  include  the  launch  and  a first-rate  dinner 
in  the  evening  at  the  Castle  Hotel,  Hampton  Couit 
Station,  are  half  a guinea  each  and  must  be  taken 
by  the  Saturday  previous.  It  has  been  the  custom 
in  previous  years  to  have  a lunch  at  Staines  at  a 
charge  of  half  a crown  each,  but  it  has  always  been 
found,  after  partaking  of  a heavy  luncheon  there,  the 
guests  have  not  been  equal  to  the  thorough  enjoyment 
of  such  a dinner  as  Mr.  Blayo  always  puts  on  the  table, 
and  it  has  been  arranged  instead  for  the  worthy  host  to 
have  some  light  refreshments  on  bo'ard  for  those  who 
may  require  any. — B. 

Thames  (Chertsey). — John  Poulter,  one  day,  with 
Blr.  C.  Wartell,  211b.  of  roach  and  dace;  another  day, 
with  Mr.  Gentry  and  friend,  six  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace  ; and  another  day,  with  Blr.  Wastell,  who  caught 
six  dozen  of  roach  and  daco.  Lotan  Hackett,  one  day, 
twenty-one  chub ; another  day,  161b.  of  roach  ; and 
another  d-ay,  101b.  of  roach. 

Thames  (Datchet). — Thursday:  the  river  is  a trifle 
higher  to-day.  There  is  not  much  fishing  going  on  hero.  , 
I have  not  been  out  professionally  but  once  during  a 
fortnight.  I am  still  baiting  a swim.  I saw  a very  fine 
perch  caught  trailing  with  a spoon,  also  a chnb  about 
31b.  I had  occasion  to  get  up  early  last  Saturday  morn- 
ing to  fetch  the  punt  home.  I took  a fly  rod  with  mo. 

I should  think  that  a dozen  and  a half  of  good  fish  ran 
at  it,  not  one  touched  it.  I was  more  successful  this 
afternoon  with  a fly  of  ray  own  manufacture  ; hooked 
two  fish  between  31b.  and  41b.  each.  They  both 
straightened  the  hook. — G.  Lumsden. 

Thames  (Hampton  Court).— John  Smith,  in  two 
days,  ten  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and  eight  barbel ; 
William  Melbourne,  in  one  day,  four  jack,  the  largest, 
71b.  ; Blr.  Budd,  one  day,  fishing  by  himself,  took  four 
and  a half  dozen  of  very  tine  roaeh,  some  of  them  weigh- 
ing Ul>-  each.  The  water  very  low  and  bright. 

Thames  (Kingston).— John  Johnson,  in  five  days, 
eigdit  barbel,  four  chub,  and  one  brace  of  jack ; 
Wilkinson,  in  the  week,  sixteen  bream  and  five  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace;  G.  Chamberlain  and  friend,  seven 
barbel  and  .some  good  roach  ; J.  Knight,  one  day  with 
Blr.  Saunders,  fourteen  barbel  and  six  jack,  only  six  of 
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Ihe  barbel  being:  kept;  another  day,  with  Messrs. 
Donglas  and  Hewitt,  six  barbel,  four  chub,  and  one  fine 
roach ; and  on  other  days  twenty-eight  barbel,  nine 
bream,  four  chub,  and  two  roach. 

Thames  (King'ston). — The  river  is  in  grand  con- 
dition alter  llie  vei y ihc:h  rain  ot  t list  I cw  diu  s.  I was 
out  for  a few  hours  with  Josh.  Wilks  when  ho  got  some 
good  roach  and  dace.  B.  Wright  passed  us  with  some 
splendid  bream,  in  fact,  the  well  of  the  punt  was  nearly 
full.  John  Johnson,  in  five  days,  twenty-eight  barbel, 
four  chub,  and  two  jack  ; J.  Wilks,  sixteen  bream,  five 
dozen  roach  and  dace  ; .1.  Knite,  one  day  with  Mr. 
Saunders,  fourteen  barbel,  of  which  he  returned  six; 
Bolton,  in  two  days,  eight  barbel  and  two  jack.  J.  M. 
Richardson. 

Thames  (Lechlade  to  Cricklade).— I hear  on 
all  sides  of  good  sport  being  had  in  these  neighbour- 
hoods, e.specially  amongst  the  perch  and  roach  by 
bottom  fishers,  and  by  fly  fishers  amongst  the  chub  and 
dace.  The  stream  is  in  fairly  good  order  for  fishing,  the 
recent  rains  having  much  improved  the  river  here. 
Rambler. 

Thames  (Penton  Hook).— F.  Collier  reports  he  has 
been  out  four  days  and  had  some  good  sport  amongst  the 
barbel,  chub,  and  jack,  making  several  good  takes. 

Thames  (Richmond).— The  punts  have  been  get- 
ting some  very  fair  sport  with  roach,  dace,  and  barbel. 

Thames  (Shepperton).— Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  has 
been  continuing  his  sport  amongst  the  chub,  and  taken 
some  nice  fish  in  very  good  condition. 

Thames  (Snnbury). — Mr.  Clarke  has  been  princi- 
pally engaged  amongst  the  roach  and  dace,  with  satis- 
factory results.  Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud  report  their 
result  in  the  week  to  have  been  seventy  barbel,  eighteen 
jack,  and  a few  roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  Bolt,  one  day,  with 
John  Stroud,  fifteen  barbel,  and,  in  landing  the  last  fish, 
fell  overboard,  and  swa.m  ashore;  Mr.  Mitcheson,  jun., 
has  taken  a trout  of  4jlb.  ; Mr.  M.  Tulett,  one  chub  of 
.Jib.  5oz.,  another  of  31b.,  and  two  barbel,  31b.  7oz. 

Thames  (Teddington). — Joseph  Baldwin,  in  two 
days,  three  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  a barbel  of  31b., 
and  three  jack,  the  largest  51b.  One  of  the  bank  anglers 
got  a jack  of  81b. 

Thames  (Twickenham).— S.  Cole,  in  three  days, 
sixteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  three  barbel ; 
George  Coxen,  in  the  same  time,  fifteen  dozen  of  roach 
and  dace;  John  Coxen,  in  one  day,  six  dozen  of  roach 
and  dace,  the  largest  roach  21b.  ; R.  Coxen,  in  three 
days,  361b.  of  roach  and  dace,  the  largest  roach  1 jib.  ; 
.Tohn  Frost,  in  two  days,  ten  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; 

A.  Hammerton,  in  three  days,  twelve  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace ; Pert  Hammerfon,  in  three  days,  131b.  of  I’oach 
and  dace;  and  John  Spong,  in  five  days,  nine  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace,  six  jack,  and  a couple  of  barbel. 

Thames  (Windsor  District). — Refreshing  showers 
throughout  the  Thames  Valley  were  very  welcome,  and 
are  much  appreciated  by  the  angler,  many  ‘‘  first  turns 
this  season  ” having  taken  place  during  the  week,  the 
most  successful  in  ijoint  of  numbers  being  Mr.  C.  Hewlett 
ot  Eton,  who,  on  the  11th  inst.,  with  Mr.  W.  Crook,  also 
of  the  classical  town,  secured  fifty-one  dace  in  two  and  a 
half  hours  before  breakfast,  and  has  since  had  good 
sport  amongst  the  dace.  By  using  a lake  rake  some 
spots  were  cleared  of  weed,  and  new  feeding  ground 
made,  to  which  Mr.  Hewlett  attributes  such  a good  take. 
Chub  are  now  feeding  well.  Amongst  the  most  suc- 
cessful have  been  Mr.  Elliot,  of  Eton,  two,  31b.  2oz.  and 
l.vlb.  ; Mr.  Roberts,  jun.,  of  Park-street,  Windsor,  one 
of  21b.  lljoz.  and  one  of  2Jlb.  ; Mr.  R.  P-  Hornby,  jun., 
Eton  College,  several,  largest  21b.  6oz.  ; Mr.  J.  Butler, 
of  Eton  (a  chip  of  the  old  block),  on  one  occasion,  six 
chub,  three  barbel,  besides  several  dace  and  roach.  Mr. 
Bentley,  of  Windsor,  had  a nice  basket  of  chub  (8th 
inst.)  going  101b.  R.  Gray  and  son,  in  one  hour’s  fishing 
had  three  barbel,  largest  Tjlb.,  which  took  about  twenty 
minutes  of  the  time),  two  chub,  31b.,  and  one  dozen  dace. 
In  report  of  July  1,  the  jack  credited  to  R.  Gray  as 
being  61b.  should  have  been  81b.  Mr.  Johnson,  Eton 
College,  has  had  during  the  last  week  or  two  twenty-six 
chub  weighing  25flb.  Owing  to  the  drought,  cattle 
have  been  sorely  tried.  A cow  was  seen  to  cross  the  old 
river  at  Old  Windsor  to  the  other  side  for  pastures  new, 
and  a few  days  back  I witnessed  the  unusual  sight  of 
bullocks  wading  out  in  the  river  and  eating  voi'aciously 
of  the  rushes  and  weeds. — B.  R.  B. 

Ancliolme  District. — The  Ancholme  is  at  present 
literally  teeming  with  fish.  We  have  had  occasional 
showers,  but  the  waters  are  still  very  clear.  Some  of 
the  best  catches  for  single  days  or  a few  hours’  fishing 
during  the  week  were  as  follows: — Messrs.  Jack  and 
Welsh,  131b.  bream,  near  Coal  Dyke,  and  bait,  paste  ; 
Mr.  T.  White,  lOlb.  bream,  near  same  place,  bait, 
gentles  ; Mr.  C.  Speight,  8Jlb.  bream  ; Mr.  E.  Hawkins, 
201b.  bream  and  roach,  near  Castlethorpe  Bridge;  Mr. 
W.  Meanwell,  three  large  bream,  one  good  perch,  and 
about  fifty  smaller  fish.  Trout  becks  low.  Best  flies  : 
Dotterell  Duns,  with  yellow  or  orange  bodies,  dressed 
very  fine  ; No.  1 Kendal  hook.  -Thomas  Ford. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Gloucestershire).— The  recent 
rains  have  put  an  improved  appearance  on  the  Coin. 
The  Vicar,  on  Friday,  with  his  usual  skill,  got  a brace 
and  a half  of  useful  fish,  besides  leaving  a fly  in  one  or 
two  other  big  ones.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Ramble  killed  a 
tierce  of  nice  fish,  his  best  being  a 2-poundcr  ; he  had 
come  off  the  Test,  and  was  using  the  oiled-fiy  : he  got 
his  fish,  I think,  with  an  Olive.  The  ivater  is  smooth 
and  glassy,  though  of  a good  colour,  and  notliing  but 
fine  tackle  and  small  Hies  are  of  any  use.  The  flies  now 
on  are  Black  and  Blue  Gnats,  (Jlive  Duns,  and  Spinners, 
and  Alders  and  Skaters  in  the  evening.  I fancy  a 
Governor,  Wickham,  and  Black  Gnat  would  answer  all 
purposes.  There  is  a fair  evcning’sllthrow  to  bo  had 


here,  and  the  banks  of  the  Coin  are  very  pleasant  on 
a summer’s  night. — Pan. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  land  has  soaked  up  nearly 
all  the  heavy  rain  which  has  fallen  since  Saturday,  and 
the  rivers  remain  just  as  they  were,  with  water  enough 
to  supply  the  mills  and  no  more.  Little  or  no  sport  has 
been  got  for  the  week  in  either  the  Fowey  or  the  Camel. 

A professional  rod  got  a salmon  of  fflb.,  the  first  salmon 
taken  this  season  by  the  Bodmin  rods.  Peal  fishing  has 
lieen  poor.  On  the  Fowey  very  little  has  been  done. 
One  rod  got  a variety  basket  of  six  trout,  six  eels, 
largest  Ijlb.,  three  flounders,  and  one  peal  of  fib.  The 
nets  in  the  estuaries  have  done  little. — Bodmin. 

Derwent  (Ambergate).  — Sport  on  the  Derwent 
during  the  past  week  has  been  encouraging,  baskets  of 
eight  brace  have  been  made  with  the  Amber  and  Silver 
Grey  Duns  and  Brown  and  Red  Spinners.  The  copious 
showers  of  the  past  day  or  two  have  raised  both  the 
Derwent  and  tributaries,  and  at  time  of  writing  are  too 
thick  to  admit  of  fly  fishing,  but  if  no  more  rain  inter- 
venes they  will  be  in  good  order  by  Saturday. — Amber 

(Whitby).— The  floods  which  have  followed  the 
thunderstorms  have  had  the  effect  of  clearing  the  river 
of  the  bulk  of  the  remaining  kelts,  and,  moreover,  have 
allowed  a good  many  clean-ruu  salmon  to  get  into  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  stream.  When  the  river  becomes 
a little  more  settled,  some  good  sport  may  be  expected. 
Trout  fishing  has  been  rather  slow  during  the  week,  but 
Mr.  W.  H.  Young,  of  York,  had  a fair  day  on  the  Gros- 
mont  Priory  waters,  killing  thirteen  brace  of  nice  fish. 

Jno.  j.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter)- — Ram  has  fallen  dur- 
ing the  last  day  or  two.  Very  little  has  been  done  in  the 
way  of  river  fishing.  Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts,  two  brace  of 
trout ; Mr.  H.  Moore,  two  brace  ; and  Mr.  J.  Tuckett,  a 
brace  ; Blr.  Thelwessen  had  also  a nice  lot  of  nineteen 
eels.  OnThur-sday  last,  Messrs.  Kelly  and  Campfield 
had  sixty-five  perch  and  twenty-six  eels,  weighing  25lb. 
The  entire  catch  weighed  about  351b.  The  annual 
cleaning  of  the  Eowick  Mill  Beat  was  commenced  and 
the  “ v>oaching  element  ” was  as  usual  well  represented. 
More  fish  are  slaughtered  at  these  “ annual  cleanings 
than  would  be  taken  in  a whole  season’s  fair  fishing. — 
Red  Palmer.  . , , 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— An  accident 
happened  on  the  Vernatts  Drain  last  week,  by  an  influx 
of  sea  water,  which  has  killed  many  fish.  The  other 
waters  in  the  Spalding  district  are  yielding  very  well. 
From  the  Glenn  several  good  baskets  have  been  got, 
which  have  included  a lot  of  nice  tench.  Some  good 
roach  have  also  been  obtained-  At  different  points 
on  the  Forty-foot  anglers  have  been  pretty  lucky  with 
roach.  Paste  has  proved  the  best  lure.  The  bsst  sport 
on  this  water  has  been  found  among  eels,  and  several 
fine  ones  are  mentioned  — Limpet. 

Idle  (Nortli  Notts).— The  number  of  fishermen  on 
the  waters  in  this  district  has  increased,  and  fair  sport 
obtained.  Roach,  dace,  eels,  and  chub  have  been  taken. 
The  best  work  with  this  class  of  fish  has  been  obtained 
by  what  is  known  as  dibbing  with  the  natural  fly.  There 
are  an  enormous  number  of  insects  of  all  kinds  this  year 
in  the  woodlands,  and  very  many  are  drawn  into  the 
water  with  the  rain  storms.  The  draii  ends  are  the 
best  places  for  sport,  and  some  very  fair  baskets 
have  been  made,  chiefly  vvith  gentles.  Dace  are  very 
lively  in  the  sunshine.  The  Stockwith  Canal  is  very 
weedy,  but  there  are  many  paints  where  sport  can  be 
pursued. — L.  , 1 

Kennett  and  Laiiibourns  (Newbury  and 
District).— Good  fish  are  being  taken  daily,  especially 
from  the  River  Kennett.  The  Newbury  town  waters, 
and  also  the  Association  preserves,  have  provided 
capital  siaort,  and  reports  are  most  satisfactory.  During 
the  week  I hear  of  over  501b.  of  coarse  fish  being  taken, 
three  beautiful  porch  scaling  4Vlb.  Hill  lias  had  4.jlb. 
trout  and  121b.  coarse  fish  ; Mr.  Kelley,  who  prefers  the 
water  at  Hawhridge,  has  had  two  perch  of  2Jlb.  the 
pair.  The  borough  waters  have  yielded  three  jack  of 
81b.  by  Mr.  Randall,  and  two  jack,  6|lb.,  besides  other 
fish.— J.  C.  WOOTTON. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales,  via  Oswestry). 

—Owing  to  the  want  of  fresh  water,  and  consequent 
poor  sport,  I have  not  thought  it  worth  while  to  send  a 
report  for  the  last  two  weeks ; in  fact,  we  must  cer- 
tainly have  a good  week’s  rain  before  we  can  look  for 
good  fishing,  as  in  this  abnormal  season,  circumstances 
are  so  changed,  that  we  have  no  precedent  to  go  by. 
Judging  by  tlie  weather  the  last  few  days,  I think  we 
shall  soon  get  the  freshening  we  want,  and  then  I trust 
I shall  have  some  good  sport  to  record  as  in  former 
years. 

Later.— The  Culverts  and  other  lake-feeders  have 
just  commenced  to  run,  which  will  soon  have  their 
effect. — Bono  Drift.  _ . j- 

Lea  and  Short.  - The  rivers  are  in  very  fair  condi- 
tion consequent  on  the  frequent  downpours  we  have  had 
lately.  On  Saturday  last  a very  heavy  storm  of  thunder 
and  lightning,  accompanied  by  a deluge  of  rain,  visited 
the  Lea  valley.  It  is  a generally  understood  rule  that 
fi.sh  will  not  feed  when  a thunderstorm  is  impend- 
ing. This  rule  was  proved  by  the  exception,  as  fish 
fed  well,  and  I saw  a lot  of  nice  catches  ol  roach. 
Sunday  morning  was  anything  but  inviting  from  an 
angler  s point  of  view,  but  did  not  deter  a lot  of 
sound  fishermen  turning  out,  and  in  many  cases  they 
were  moderately  successful.  At  Waltham  Abbey  sport 
was  fairly  good  as  follows  : On  the  Saturday,  the  results 
were  : Messrs.  C.  Saville,  11b.  lOoz.  ; J.  Lapwood,  14oz.  ; 
J,  Williams,  41b.  Soi.  ; on  the  next  day,  J.  Lapwood  had 
11b.  12oz.  ; R.  Simmons,  lib.  5oz.  ; and  a French- 
man, about  2Ib.  All  the  above  were  roach  in  good 
condition.  Anglers  should  remember  the  open  com- 


petition to  be  held  there  on  the  16th  inst.  Good 
prizes  will  be  given  by  Harry  Avis,  of  the  King  s 
Arms.  Entries  6d.  each  up  to  noon.  A good  dinner  ot 
roast  ducks,  green  peas,  &c.,  will  be  ready  at  1.30  P ™- 
at  a most  reasonable  price,  and  I think  anglers  could 
hardly  do  better  than  put  in  a day  in  this  arrangement. 

I heard  some  news  at  Enfield  Lock,  from  the  secretary, 

Mr  J Johnson,  of  the  Royal  Small  Arms  Angling 
Seciety,  to  the  effect  that  they  have  changed  their 
quarters  to  the  Swan  and  Bike,  which  enables  them  to 
fish  the  (Ordnance  Pool,  a spot  that  holds  some  un- 
doubted monsters  of  the  taest  kinds  of  Lea  fish.  Thurs- 
day evening  : Water  all  right,  but  weather  unsettled.— 

Spliced  Joint.  t j 

Lea  (Broxtaourne.)— Roach  are  well  on  the  teed, 
and  a great  many  fish  have  been  taken  during  the  last 
week.  I saw  one  nice  basket  of  bream  taken  with  the 

red  worm.  , ^ i 

Lea  (Ponder’s  End).— A good  day  s fishing,  hsh 
plentiful ; barbel  and  roach  seemed  to  take  well. 
takes : Mr.  Harris,  London,  barbel,  41b.  l_4oz.  ; Mr. 
Spenceley,  Bethnal-green,  barbel,  41b.  Ooz.  ; Mr. 
Oxenham,  Ponder’s-end,  roach,  lib.  3oz.  Fred  Green. 

Lea  (Waltham  Abbey).— The  water  is  in  splendid 
condition  again,  and  good  takes  as  well  as  numerims  are 
again  the  fashion.  On  Wednesday  I saw  41b.  8oz.  or 
roach  weighed-in  at  the  King’s  Arms,  and  on  Thursday 
71b.  101b.  of  roach  by  Messrs,  R.  Spillett,  J.  Williams,  and 
C.  Trimmer.  Messrs.  Lapwood  and  Saville  had  4lb.  6oz. 
from  the  marshes  ; Messrs.  Jacobs  and  several  London 
anglers  had  some  condition  fish  that  were  not  weighed. 
On”the  6th  Mr.  H.  Avis  gives  prizes  for  a pegged  down 
match  at  Waltham  Abbey  to  fish  from  10  a.m.  till  6 p.m. 
Bait,  paste  and  cads,  latter  plentiful  here.— Clear- 
water. , , „ 

Lea  (Ware.)— There  has  been  a large  number  ot 
anglers  here  this  week,  and  some  good  takes.  On  the 
fith  inst.  there  were  some  good  takes  between  the  Boom 
and  Ware  Bridge.  The  fishing  here  is  good.  Mr. 
Saunders  had  a good  take  of  roach,  one  weighing 
11b.  lloz.  The  average  weight  of  others  were  from  Jib. 
to  Jib-  'I'he  water  is  grand  here.  A pleasure  boat  on 
hire.  — C.  Phillips. 

Leicester.— The  rains  during  the  week  have  proved 
most  beneficial  to  the  waters,  and  fishing  prospects  con- 
tinue to  show  marked  improvement.  Most  of  those  who 
follow  the  sport  and  have  favoured  the  waters  near  the 
town  have  hardly  ever  returned  without  respectable 
baskets  of  fish.  The  canal  has  again  furnished  the  best 
sport,  roach  being  the  chief  quarry.  A few  baskets  of 
roach  were  Messrs.  Moulding,  71b.  ; Brant,  ilb.  ; Room- 
son,  91b.;  Mandrip,  61b.;  Mee,  51b.;  Smith,  51b  ; 
Gilbert,  51b.,  and  lots  of  other  small  ba,skets.  W. 
Gilbert  took  one  specimen,  lib.  5oz.  Late  in  the  even- 
ings good  dace  and  chub  have  been  caught,  one  brace  ol 
dace  taken  from  new  St.  Mary’s  Mills  scaling  9oz.  each. 
Fishing  has  been  excellent  at  Rearsby,  Narborough,  and 
most  of  the  other  resorts  in  this  district. 

Lttgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  — Both  these 
streams  have  been  running  very  clear  and  low,  but  this 
week  heavy  thunderstorms  have  caused  them  to  begin 
to  rise  and  change  colour.  Sport  has  been  better,  the 
fish  being  more  on  the  move.  A few  rods  have  been 
out  and  used  fly  and  wasp  grub,  and  some  nice  trout 
have  been  taken.  Wasp  grub  fishing  is  best  at  present, 
and  some  good  dishes  of  large  trout  should  be  made 
after  this  rain.  On  Monday  a good  basket  of  trout 
was  landed  with  the  fly.  The  Pinsley  is  now  clear  and 
in  better  order,  sport  quiet  at  present  on  it.— Gwynne. 

Luffg',  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingfsland). 
Thunderstorms,  with  heavy  showers  of  rain,  have  pre- 
vailed for  tbs  last  four  days,  and  caused  rivers  to  rise 
about  six  inches  of  faintly  stained  water,  which  will 
give  a chance  of  sport.  Flies  are  numerous  and  varied 

Yellow  Dun,  Ssy  Blue,  Ants,  Black  Palmer,  July 

Duq,  Orange  Palmer,  Spinners.  Owls,  Ginger  Moth, 
Jiily’Onat,  and  Coachman,  are  all  good.  (Good  baskets 
have  been  made  with  wasp  grub,  and  fair  sport  had 
with  minnow.  Graylings  season  commence  Saturday, 
15th  inst— B.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Maidstone).— Water  very  bright.  A few 
local  anglers  have  had  good  sport  with  the  roach— one 
or  two  of  the  adepts  have  taken  bream  up  to  31b.— but 
is  anything  but  fast.  Good  sport  is  to  be  had  with 
the  perch;  some  good  ones  have  been  taken.— W. 
Shrubsole. 

Medway  (Tonbridge). — As  the  6th  ultimo  was  re- 
garded as  a holiday  a goodly  number  of  anglers,  prin- 
cipally local,  were  on  the  banks  of  the  river.  Several 
baskets  of  two  and  three  stones  of  bream  and  roach  were 
taken  ; one  basket  of  just  301b.  was  a very  pretty  sight, 
as  we  insist  on  our  standard  of  roach  6 inches  eye  to 
fork  of  tail,  bream  9 ditto.  Bream  have  been  taken  np 
to  41b. ; tench  (rather  scarce  here)  up  to  2Jlb.  Parties 
coming  from  town  I strongly  advise  to  go  above  the 
town,  as  the  river  is  rather  “ hampered  ” by  the  barges 
below  the  town. — R.  E.  W. 

Ouse  (Great  Paxton,  St.  Neots).— The  bream 
have  come  on  in  fine  style  in  this  reach  of  the  riYcr ; 
some  very  fine  fish  have  been  caught  both  with  brandling 
and  lob  worms,  and  the  roach  have  never  fed  better; 
one  was  caught  last  week,  nearly  21b.,  and  several  Hb. 
and  Jib.  each,  but  the  bream  have  taken  the  cake.— \\  . 

Ddckeb.  , , . , .1 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— The  water  has  been  in  better 
condition  the  last  lew  days,  and  is  at  present,  for  angling 
than  it  has  been  all  the  season.  The  rain  has  caused 
the  water  as  mentioned,  and  both  bream  and  roach  have 
been  taken  ne.ar  the  town,  the  roach,  especially  in 
numbers,  and  at  present  it  bids  fair  for  good  sport.  A 
fine  roach.  11b.  l5oz.  was  taken  by  a local,  and  Mr.  (^.  A. 
Bryant  has  been  among  the  rudd,  taking  a fine  specimen 
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of  21b.  lOJoz.,  and  should  the  rains  continue  (not  to 
cause  a flush)  bream  will  feed  well. — H.  Rout. 

Ouse  (Oflford).  -The  season  has  opened  well,  and 
some  very  g-ood  bag.s  have  been  taken.  On  June  29 
Mr.  Mackenzie  took  one  hundred  good  roach  and  ten 
bresin,  and  a local  took  one  hundred  and  thirty-six 
rnaoh,  some  weighing  over  lib.  On  Saturday,  July  1, 
Mr.  Mackenzie  took  thirty-three  bream,  and  to-day 
(Thursday)  when  writing  bream  are  feeding  well. — 
n.  Collins. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots)  . — Water  gradually  improving  in 
colour;  some  very  good  bags  since  last  report;  a 
decent  number  of  bream  taken,  many  of  them  going  41b. 
each.  Sorry  to  report  the  finding  of  a very  fine  perch 
dead  (by  Mr.  Birkett,  who  is  fishing  here),  which  must 
have  gone  quite  3Jlb.  when  alive.  The  perch  arc 
feeding  freely,  and  any  number  can  be  had  with  good 
minnows. — A.  Scabd. 

Plymouth. — Sea  and  River  Pishino. — The  storm 
of  thunder  and  lightning  that  we  had  a few  days  ago, 
not  only  cleared  the  air,  but  cleared  the  fish.  A very 
few  pollack  were  taken  for  several  days  after,  except 


well  out  to  sea.  They  are,  however,  finding  their  way 
in  again.  Mullet  are  also  in  the  harbour,  and  can  bo 
caught  with  the  usual  rod  linos.  The  largest,  however, 
are  taken  on  a floating  line,  made  after  the  following 
principle  : .50  or  OOyds.  of  fine  strong  line,  should  have 
gut  hooks  a,t  fathom  intervals,  a split  shot  on  the  gut 
of  each  hook  near  the  shank,  and  a iiiece  of  bottle  cork 
fastened  to  the  line  at  each  hook.  This  arrangement 
keeps  the  line  floating  on  the  surface,  with  the  hooks 
below.  Before  using  the  line,  we  generally  row  gently 
over  the  spot  where  the  mullet  have  been  seen  playing, 
taking  care  to  row  against  the  tide,  and  distribute  some 
fine  crumbs  of  soft  bread.  This,  as  it  were,  baits  the 
swim,  and  brings  the  fish  again  to  the  surface.  We 
then  pay  out  the  line,  which  is  baited  with  tough  cake, 
which  is  mixed  with  shrimp  paste,  having  a little  cotton 
wool  mixed  up  with  it  so  as  to  keep  it  on  the  hooks  as 
the  line  is  gradually  payed  out.  The  tide  takes  it 
over  the  water  that  we  had  previously  baited, 
and  the  mullet  playing  on  the  surface  are  caught.  This 
is  a very  favourite  mode  of  fishing  with  several  of  our 
amateurs  here,  and  I should  think  it  would  take  well  in 


any  estuary  or  dock  where  those  mullet  are  to  be  found  ; 
they  require  very  tender  handling  when  hooked. — 
River  Fishing. — Although  the  rain  has  done  a lot  of 
good  to  the  country,  it  has  not  made  much  diffe- 
rence to  the  rivers  which  are  still  very  low.  The 
lower  waters  are  crowded  with  peel  waiting  for  the  first 
flood  to  get  to  the  higher  waters  to  spawn,  some  fine 
ones  liave  been  taken  on  the  Dart,  Tavy,  and  Tamar. 
Several  have  also  been  landed  by  the  Cawsand  boats. 
Now  is  a very  good  time  for  the  amater  fishermen  to 
visit  Plymouth,  as  apartments  are  cheap,  and  plenty  of 
sport  can  be  had. — William  Hearder, 

Scarboroug'h..— Sea  Angling. — Both  pier  and  boat 
anglers  have  only  had  very  moderate  sport  for  some 
weeks  past.  Whiting  are  scarce,  and  mackerel  have 
not  yet  shown  up  in  the  bay,  but  will  doubtless  do  so 
in  the  course  of  a week  or  two,  as  the  herring  season 
is  close  at  hand. — H. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).-  The  heavy  thunderstorms 
which  have  occurred  recently  have  had  the  beneficial 
effect  of  considerably  freshening  the  Severn  and  its 
tributaries,  and  the  river  is  now  at  a higher  level  than 
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1^0  g-nat  or  micJget  troubles  the  man  who  uses 
^ Homocea  when  fishing  ; where  it  is  they  won’t 
come,  being  aromatic  in  its  odour ; it  is  very  pleasant 
to  use;  and,  if  bitten  by  them,  or  fleas,  or  any  insect,  its 
use  neutralises  Xdio.  poison  of  their  sting  at  once. 

For  cuts,  wounds,  and  bruises  it  has  no  equal,  and  to 
rub  the  muscles  after  a hard  day' s work  is  all  that  is  needed 
to  make  one  feel  fresh  and  comfortable  ; and  for  Sunburn, 
it  only  needs  to  be  used  once  to  find  what  a delightful 
remedy  it  is,  so,  when  you  are  off,  remember  a box  of 
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is  as  essential  for  your  comfort  as  your  rod,  reel,  and  fiy- 
book  are  for  your  fishing. 
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it  has  been  for  a loner  time.  The  trout  have  been  moving* 
well  after  the  minnow,  and  ground  baits,  which  at  the 
present  time  will  be  found  more  serviceable  than  the  fly. 
Rough  fish  have  been  taking  well,  the  wasp  grub  con- 
tinuing to  be  the  favourite  lure. — Piscator. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Iilanynxy- 
nech.).— On  Monday  last  there  was  a very  heavy  storm 
of  rain  in  this  neighbourhood,  and,  for  a few  minutes, 
hailstones  nearly  as  large  as  broad  beans  descended,  but 
no  damage  was  done.  Since  that  time  the  weather  has 
been  very  unsettled,  with  thunder  and  frequent  showers, 
which  has  raised  the  waters  in  all  our  rivers,  and,  for  the 
first  time  since  April,  the  river  Tanat  has  risen  so  much 
that  it  again  flows  over  the  weir  at  Abertanat,  below 
Llanyblodwel.  The  water  is  now  not  bright  enough  lor 
the  fly,  but  all  our  local  anglers  are  very  busy  and  very 
successful  with  all  other  kinds  of  bait.  Mr.  Buckley  s 
otter  hounds  had  a capital  day’s  sport  on  the  Tanat  on 
Saturday  last,  and,  after  a chase  of  more  than  an  hour, 
killed  a bitch  otter,  near  the  Rectory,  at  Llanyblodwel, 
which  scaled  over  131b. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures).  — Although  we  have  had  several 
heavy  storms  during  the  past  week,  the  water  is  still 
very  bright,  and  but  few  fish  have  been  taken.  A few 
roach  and  bream  have  been  taken  by  local  anglers, 
largest  roach,  11b.  8oz.  ; bream,  21b.  Still,  if  we  could 
only  get  enough  rain  to  colour  the  water,  some  good 
fish  would  be  taken.  Light  ledgering,  with  white  paste 
or  gentles,  are  the  most  killing  bait  at  present.  W. 
Bainbeidge. 

Sussex  Rivers. — Angling  is  now  in  full  swing 
throughout  the  country,  and  with  a welcome  change 
in  the  weather  sport  has  greatly  improved.  Kiin  has 
fallen  heavily  during  the  week,  and  on  Wednesday,  on 
the  Chichester  and  Midhurst  district  a small  deluge  was 
experienced  during  a heavy  thunderstorm.  The  Aruu 
from  Arundel  to  Pulborough  has  been  well  patronised, 
and  excellent  baskets  of  roach  and  bream  have  been 
made,  notably  in  the  Amberley  district,  where  from 
121b.  to  IHb.  of  fish  per  day  have  been  taken,  roach  up 
to  lib.  5oz..  and  bream  weighing  4flb.  The  Rother  from 
Selhain  to  Pulborough  has  yielded  several  good  takes. 
Baskets  of  roach  up  to  131b.  have  been  taken  from  the 
lower  portion  of  the  Ouse,  and  from  above  Barcombe 
good  sport  has  been  obtained  with  roach,  dace,  and 
chub.  Fish  in  the  tidal  water  of  the  Adnr  are  exception- 
ally clean  and  bright.  The  canal  at  Chichester  is  yield- 
iaga  number  of  roach. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (North  Devon). — The  rain  which  has  fallen 
during  the  week,  and  tlie  very  appearance  of  the  glass 
and  clouds,  would  convince  anyone  that  a fishing  season 
is  in  store.  The  old  kelts  which  have  been  left  all  the 
summer  in  the  deep  holes,  moved  away  on  Monday,  and 
from  every  outlook  the  fresh  salmon  are  running  up  the 
rivers,  many  over  201b.,  besides,  hundreds  of  small  peal 
have  been  taken  in  the  nets  during  the  last  few  days.  I 
got  a 4.ilb.  trout  from  the  Lynn  last  week,  and,  bad  it 
been  feeding  at  the  alderman’s  daily  feed,  it  would  have 
been  filb.  Trout  are  seen  jumping  in  every  pit,  or  hole, 
but  are  small  ounce  fish.  The  bass  fishing  has  been 
remarkably  bad.  Last  week  I met  an  old  labourer,  who 
said  when  a lad  he  used  to  get  salmon  where  now  it  is 
perfectly  dry.  and  the  largest  fish  he  ever  speared  was 
’i’Slb.,  many  GOlb.,  and  now  not  a half  ounce  trout  lives 
there.— Rusty  (jAME. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Caicligaiisliire).  — Earn  has 
just  fallen  in  sutficient  quantity  to  cleanse  the  bed  of 
the  river,  and,  should  the  rain  continue  for  a few  days, 
we  shall  doubtless  have  some  sport  with  trout,  by  the 
end  of  this  week,  or  early  in  next.— H. 

Teme  (Knigliton).  — In  this  part  the  water  has 
been  very  low  and  clear,  and  fishing  has  been  dull. 
Rain  fell  at  the  beginning  of  the  week,  and  the  fish  are 
now  moving  better.  Fishing  has  been  quiet,  but  the 
prospects  are  better,  and  good  sport  should  be  had 
with  both  fly  and  wasp  grub,  the  latter  bait  being  the  best 
killer  at  present. — R.  Knighton. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  has 
been  running  very  low  and  clear.  The  rain  has  greatly 
improved  the  fishing.  The  fish  have  been  rising  well  at 
fly.  The  best  flies  are  the  Black  Palmer,  Coch-y-bondhu, 
Black  Ant,  Coachman,  Wickham,  Hare’s  Ear,  and 
Governor.  Bottom  fishers  have  been  busy  with  the 
wasp  grub,  and  some  fine  trout  have  been  landed.  The 
grayling  are  feeding  better,  and  sport  good  amongst 
them.  Minnow  fishing  is  improved.  On  Monday  near 
Steventon  a good  dish  of  ti'out  was  taken  with  the 
■VVickham  and  Black  Ant.  Near  the  Paper  Mills  a trout 
L;lb.  was  landed  bottom-fishing.  In  the  Oakley  Park 
water  sport  has  been  quiet  this  week.  The  Ony,  Corve, 
Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  low  and  clear. — T.  Lud- 

LOW. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  part  the  water  has  been 
much  improved  by  the  heavy  falls  of  rain,  and  the 
fish  have  moved  better.  At  present  wasp  grnb  will 
1)0  the  best  bait,  when  some  large  trout  should  be 
landed.  A few  have  been  out,  and  the  fish  have  been 
biting  better,  and  some  nice  fish  landed.  The  Rea,  Kyre, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  low. — Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington).  We  had  a regular  down- 
pour of  ram  yesterday.  And  this  morning  there  was  a 
big  rise  in  the  river,  enough  to  carry  aw,ay  the  old  kelts, 
that  should  have  been  in  the  salt  and  briny  ocean  months 
since.  Thi.s  will  rejoice  the  rod  nren  and  biung  up  some 
good  fresh  fish  that  have  been  waiting  so  long  tor  a run 
up,  and  greatly  improve  the  trout-fishing.— Practical 
ANtiLER. 

Trent  (Newark). — Coarse  fish,  barbel  excepted,  are 
feeding  moderately  well  in  the  Newark  district,  storms 
having  had  a beneficial  effect  on  the  waters.  Breairr 
are  taking  worms,  roach  and  dace  gentles,  and  chub 
wasp  grubs.  From  the  weir-hole  near  tlie  town  several 
nice  barbel  rarging  fiom  4.b.  to  Gib.  have  been  taken, 


but  the  recognised  barbel  swims  have  not  been 
operated  upon.  Chub  up  to  31b.  2oz.  have  been  taken 
from  the  Muskham  length,  Mr.  T.  Brown  securing  one 
of  that  weight,  and  anglers  are  all  agreed  that  perhaps 
never  before  did  the  Trent  offer  such  inducements  to 
the  chub  fisherman  ; go  when  you  may  they  (the  chub) 
are  to  be  found.  Lower  down  from  the  Carlton  water 
some  nice  dice  have  been  bagged,  and  the  lower  state 
of  the  temperature  is  more  favourable  to  the  angler.— 
Trbntsider. 

Usk  (at  Usk). — The  river  jiresented  a different 
aspect  on  Wedneslay  when  a flood  ot  three  feet  came 
down,  much  to  the  delight  of  anglers  staying  here  and 
in  the  neighbourhood.  A large  qijantity  of  salmon  were 
observed  moving  upwards,  and  no  doubt  Friday  good 
sport  will  be  obtained.  Only  a few  trout  have  been  had 
this  week,  but  large  quantities  of  eels  were  taken  out  by 
means  of  clotting  with  worms.  Colonel  Waddilove 
landed  a salmon  on  Tuesday,  151b.,  the  only  one  caught 
for  a considerable  time. — i’. 

Warner’s  Welsh  Harp.— Fishing  here  is  still 
continuing  to  get  better,  sport  among  the  jack,  roach, 
perch,  and  tench  especially  being  good.  There  have 
been  a good  number  of  anglers  during  the  week,  and  I 
append  you  some  of  their  takes  : — Mr.  Schultz,  three 
jack  and  Gib.  roach  ; Mr.  Ballard,  81b.  roach  ; Mr. 
Tipping,  141b.  roach  ; Mr.  Palmer,  one  jack,  IGlb.  roach, 
and  one  tench  ; Mr.  Bush,  51b.  roach  and  one  tench  ; 
Mr.  Brane.  one  jack  and  71b.  roach  ; Mr.  Plumpton,  four 
jack  and  101b.  roach  ; Mr.  Cameron,  two  jack  and  51b. 
roach  ; Mr.  Phillips,  lOlb.  roach  ; Mr.  Robertson,  51b. 
roach  and  one  tench  ; Mr.  Slade,  01b.  roach  and  one 
tench  : Mr.  Braun,  one  jack  and  81b.  roach ; Mr. 
Gordon,  one  jack  and  101b.  roach  ; Mr.  Taylor,  101b. 
roach ; Mr.  White,  one  jack  and  101b.  roach ; Mr. 
Goodman,  two  jack  and  41b.  roach  ; Mr  Brodie,  101b. 
roach  : Messrs.  Matting  and  Findlay,  151b.  roach  ; Mr. 
Havwood  and  friend,  roach  and  perch. — J.  Warner. 

Witkam,  &c.  (Mid-Lincoln). -The  recent  storms 
have  caused  freshes  on  the  tributaries,  such  as  the 
Brant,  the  Barlings,  &o.  The  drains  also  in  connection 
with  the  main  river,  such  as  tlie  North  Drain,  the  Delph, 
the  Hobhole,  Bargate,  &o.,  are  now  in  pretty  good  trim, 
but  anglers  complain  of  a quantity  of  weeds  in  the  Forty- 
foot  about  Boston.  The  canal  at  Tattershall  is  in  good 
order,  and  some  good  sport  has  been  got  from  it,  and 
also  from  the  river  about  that  point,  and  at  Dogdyke. 
Sontbery,  &c.  Roach  and  bream  have  been  the  chief 
fish  taken  on  the  lower  part  of  the  river.  About 
Bardney  the  river  is  low  and  weedy.  Dace  and  chub 
are  plentiful  on  the  Upper  Witham,  and  some  capital 
bags  of  the  latter  have  lately  been  got  from  the  deeper 
swims  about  the  mouth  of  the  Brant.  Some  nice  lots  of 
trout  have  been  got  from  the  top  waters  of  the  Witham, 
from  the  Brant  and  from  the  Barlings.  In  the  latter 
are  some  good  perch,  a fair  quantity  of  late  coming  to 
hand.  The  Fosdyke  is  yielding  better,  and  on  this  and 
from  Bray  ford  Pool  there  have  been  good  hauls  of  bream 
and  roach. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Matlock  Bath). — At  the  end 

of  last  wiek  both  rivers  were  in  excellent  condition  for 
fly  fishing,  and  a good  many  rods  were  ont  on  the 
various  club  waters,  and  some  nice  dishes  of  trout  and 
grayling  were  token,  the  Derwent  showing  the  best 
sport.  A local  ang  er  took  seven  brace  on  the  Baslow 
lengths  of  the  Chats  worth  Club  water.  Mr.  Barton  had 
three  brace  on  the  Bakewell  length  of  the  Wye.  Un 
the  lower  length  of  the  Matlock  water,  below  Cromford, 
Mr.  Pearson,  of  Chesterfield,  had  three  brace  of  good 
trout;  Mr.  Alfrey,  of  Ripley,  two  brace  of  trout  and  a 
brace  of  grayling  ; Mr.  Cooper,  two  brace  ; and  two  other 
local  anglers,  two  and  two  and  a half  brace  of  trout 
respectively.  Unfortunately  the  weather  broke  on  Sun- 
day, rain  falling  in  torrents.  This  put  a lot  of  colour 
into  the  river,  and  quite  spoiled  it  for  fly-fishing,  and 
as  we  have  had  heavy  thunderstorms  daily  since  it 
has  not  cleared,  and  it  will  take  two  or  three  fine  days 
before  there  will  be  any  chance  of  sport  with  the  fly. 
Several  large  eels  have  been  taken  by  the  bottom  fisher- 
men. I landed  one  for  Mr.  King  at  Matlock  Bath, 
which  measured  1ft.  8in.,  and  scaled  G;;lb.  When  I fay 
that  he  was-  fishing  with  very  fine  tackle  and  a light  fly- 
rod,  it  will  be  unaerstood  what  sport  it  gave;  it  took 
about  half  an  hour  to  bring  it  to  the  net,  and  then  we 
should  not,  I think,  have  landed  it  but  for  the  assist- 
ance of  a boat. — Dotterel. 

Yare  (Norwicli). — Bream  fishing  in  the  lower 
reaches  near  Cantley  and  Reeham  has  been  fairly  suc- 
cessful, and  I am  informed  that  in  one  or  two  instances 
upwards  of  5st.  have  been  caught,  and  at  Cantley  some 
good  roach  have  also  been  taken,  whilst  Buokenham 
Ferry  (the  best  roach  fishing  station  on  the  stream)  has 
enjoyed,  from  what  I hear,  fairly  gooil  sport, ^though 
nothing  remarkable.  Coming  higher  np  to  Coldhain 
Hall  and  (Fawcett’s)  Yare  Hotel,  catches  have  been 
meagre  and  few  and  far  between,  still  the  water  has  been 
in  good  condition  owing  to  the  rains,  and  1 found  on 
Tuesday  that  fish  were  fairly  on  the  feed,  as  I caught 
nearly  a score  good  roach  and  rudd  in  about  two  hours 
without  any  preparation,  only  having  a piece  of  white 
paste.  1 found  the  weeds  a terrible  trouble  : they  have 
been  allowed  to  grow  so  far  out  into  the  stream.  I sup- 
pose the  authorities  wilt  commence  cutting  them  just 
as  our  season  is  at  its  height,  and  every  angler 
knows  what  a nuisance  ttoating  weeds  are.  On 
the  Bure  some  gooJ  bream  have  been  caugrt  at 
Coltisball,  the  best  catch  I’ve  heard  of  was  about  4st.  ; 
and  in  the  Church  Beach,  above  Wroxham  Bridge, 
Messrs.  Ireland  and  C.  Carter  caught  another  4st  ; 
whilst  many  minor  catches  are  reported  all  tlie  river. 
One  Norwich  fishing  clul),  holding  their  match  at 
Horning,  had  a splendid  catch,  the  members  being  well 
s.itisfifd  with  their  day’s  sport  ; whilst  at  Btalham, 


angler-s  are  doing  extremely  well.  Some  reports  of 
e.toredingly  good  catches  during  tue  past  few  days  are 
to  hand,  and  “ Alma  Nichols,”  the  Stalham  prac  tical 
angler,  has  been  showing  some  fine  specimens  of  fish 
c night  by  gentlemen  who  have  been  piloted  by  him, 
which  evidences  his  knowledge  of  where  to  find  them 
and  how  to  catch  them.  Prospects  : on  Sunday  last  we 
had  a succession  of  storms,  and  on  Wednesday  morning 
a terrific  thunderstorm  broke  over  Norwich  at  2a.m  , 
accompanied  by  vivid  flashes  of  lightning,  but  no  parti- 
cular damage  occurred,  except  unpleasant  flood®  in  low- 
lying  districts.  The  heavy  rains  will  favourably  affect 
our  river,  and  although  it  is  quite  cold  this  (rb]irsday) 
evening,  I expect  to  hear  of  heavy  catches  during  the 
ensuing  week. — Robert  Moll. 

Yore,  Wliarfe,  &c.  — There  has  been  fresh  water 
down  moat  of  the  principal  rivers  during  the  week,  and 
some  fairly  good  baskets  have  been  made  with  minnow. 

A pike  lijUi.  was  killed  on  the  Tanfield  Club  water 
with  a spinning  Ixait,  other  two,  OJlb.  and 
also  been  trimmered  during  the  past  month.  logBlaclr, 
July  Dun,  Brown  Owl,  and  Knotted  or  Stone  Midge, 
best  flies  to  use  at  present. — Francis  M.  Walbran. 

Scotch  Reports. 

Altnacealgacli  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lair^> 
N.B.).— Although  the  weather  has  not  been  favourable 
during  the  past  week  some  good  baskets  hive  been  mMe 
on  Lochs  Caraa,  Urigill,  Veyatie,  and  Boarlan.  On 
Monday  the  heaviest  takes  were  by  Professor  Harrower, 
Aberdeen,  five  dozen  tioit ; Dr.  Peddle,  Perth, along  with 
Mr.Connacher, twenty-four  trout,  121b.  ; and  Mr.  Morton, 
forty,  lOjlb.  On  Tuesday,  the  best  were  Mr.  Connacher 
and'Dr.  Feddie,  13G  trout,  33.|lb. ; Mr.  Morton  tweMy- 
seven,  81b.  ; and  Professor  Harrower,  ninety-five,  2Jlb. 
On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Connacher  and  Dr.  Peddle,  forty- 
three  trout,  15Jlb.  ; Messrs  Carlyon  and  Rowsc,  Corn- 
wall, tliYty-thice,  131o.  ; Professor  Harrower,  forty- 

seven,  131b.  ; and  Mr.  Humphreys,  Stockport,  forty, 

91b.  On  Thursday,  the  best  baskets  were  by  Dr.  Peddio 
ard  Mr.  Connacher  with  seventy-eight  trout,  281b.  ; Mr. 
Morton,  lorty-two,  IHlb.  ; and  Rev.  P.  Whyte,  along 
with  Dr.  Bussell.  London,  forty,  101b.  Friday  was  very 
unfavourable.  Seven  boats— ten  rods  in  all— were  out, 
and  a total  of  28G  trout,  831b.  were  landed.  On  Satur- 
day a thunderstorm  prevailed,  and  sport  \vas  poor 
except  in  the  following  cases : Dr.  Peddle  and  Mr. 
Connacher,  seventy  trout,  211b.  : Mr.  Dickin,  London, 
twenty-five,  ; and  I)i*.  Hussell  and  Rev.  P.  Whyte, 
forty-five,  IGJlb.  On  Monday,  this  week,  the  anglers 
ont  were  Mr.  Dicken,  eighteen  trout,  Gib.  ; Rev.  B. 
Whyte  and  Dr.  Bussell,  twenty-four,  91b.  ; Messrs. 
Humphrey  and  Morton,  sixty-nine,  I5|lb.  ; Messrs. 
Beith  and  Millar,  thirty,  121b.  ; Dr.  and  Mrs.  Underhill, 
twenty-four,  Gi-lli. ; Mr.  Hawkins,  thirty-five,  llijb. ; 
Dr.  Peddle  and  Mr.  Connacher,  117,  371b.  ; Mr.  M.ills. 
seventeen,  4.|lb.  ; and  Mr.  Cutcliffe,  fifteen,  51b.  3 otal 

for  the  day,  319  trout,  1071b. — McB. 

AltnaKarra  Hotel  Waters.  — June  30,  on  Loch 
Meaddie,  Mr.  VValker,  twenty-two  trout,  Gib. ; on  Loch 
Meaddie,  Messrs.  Robertson  and  Scott,  forty-three  trout, 
12lD.;  on  Loch  Loyal,  Mr.  Macartney  and  Major  Spratt,  one 
salmon,  4lb.,  nineteen  trout,  Gib.  July  1,  on  Loch 
Meaddie,  Mr.  Macartney,  twenty-three  trout,  7lb.  ; on 
Loch  Meaddie,  Major  Spratt  and  Mr.  Ritchie,  twenty 
trout,  Gib.  July  3,  on  Loch  Meaddie,  Major  Spratt  and 
Mr.  Ritchie,  twenty-five  trout,  81b.  ; on  Loch  Meaddie, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Macartney,  two  salmon,  5|lb.  and  41b.,  thirty- 
six' trout,  101b.  July  4,  on  Loch  Naver,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Macartney,  seventeen  trout,  71b.  ; on  Loch  Naver,  Major 
Spratt  and  Mr.  Ritchie,  one  grilse,  41b.,  twelve  trout, 
51b.  July  5,  on  Lake  Naver,  Major  Spratt  and  Mr. 
Ritchie,  eighteen  trout,  lU^lb.  ; on  Lich  Naver,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Macartney,  nine  trout,  7lb.  ; on  Loch  Meaddie, 
Messrs.  Strake'r,  sixty  trout,  24lb.  July  G,  on  Loch 
Meaddie,  Major  Spratt  and  Mr.  Ritchie,  twenty-four 
trout,  101b.  ; on  Loch  Meaddie,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Macartney, 
fourteen  trout,  12lb.  On  Lake  Harold,  Messrs.  Straker, 
t liriy-'.wo  trout,  131b.  July  7,  on  Loch  Loyal,  Messrs. 
Straker,  uiirty-two  trout,  151b.  July  8,  on  Loch  Meaddie, 
Messrs  Straker,  tweuty-mne  trout,  141b.  ; on  Loch  Naver, 
Mr?  and  Mrs.  Anderson,  twelve  trout,  Gib.  July  10,  on 
L)ch  Naver,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson,  twenty  trout, 
74lb.  ; on  Loch  Halam,  Messrs.  Straker,  forty-five  trout, 
2ulb. ';  July  11.  on  Loch  Breakbni,  Messrs.  Straker, 
forty-five  trout,  141b.  ; on  Loch  Meaddie,  Messrs.  Price 
and  Bilburgh,  fifty  trout,  141b.— W.  Munro. 

Berriedale.— The  bank  at  the  river  mouth,  after 
being  cut  to  let  smolts  get  to  sea,  has  again  filled  up, 
but  during  the  day  or  two  it  was  open,  hundreds  of  them 
were  seen  to  pass  down.  Owing  to  the  low  state  of  the 
water  there  is  no  angling.  The  stake  net  fishery  has 
been  doing  exceedingly  well  during  the  past  three 
weeks.— A.  P. 

Border  Esk.  — Some  fair  captures  have  recently 
been  made  on  this  river,  which  is  gradually  rising  to 
it  I usual  level.  In  the  Langholm  water,  good  hauls  of 
sea  trout  have  been  the  role  during  the  past  week.  Mr. 
Thomas  Morrison,  Langholm,  had  tea  sea  trout  at  two 


Holloways  Pills  ami  Gin/nient.— Suilden  chanscs  of  tempera' uro 
sorely  try’ull  persons  prone  to  rheumatism,  sciatiea.  tic  doloretix. 
amt  many  maiiiilies  scarcely  less  painful,  though  of  shorter  dura- 
tiun.  On  the  first  altaek  of  stiffness  or  suffering  in  any  muscle, 
joint,  or  nerve,  recourse  should  immediately  lie  had  to  fomenting 
the  seat  of  disease  with  hot  brine  and  rubliing  in  this  remarkable 
Ointment  which  will  assuage  the  uneasiness  of  the  jiart,  suliduo 
inflrmmaiion,  and  reduce  the  swelling.  The  Pills,  simultaneously 
later,  wi  1 rectify  constitutional  distuthances  and  renew  tlie 
sa-ength.  No  remeily  heretofore  discovered  has  )iroveil  so  elTec.ive 
as  th  ■ Oinimtnt  ami  Pills  lor  removing  gouty,  rhenmatie.  and 
scrofulous  altac!cs,  which  alfoct  all  Uijos.  uii.i  arc  couiiuoiily  cal.cd 
hereditary. 
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fishings;  Mr.  Wm.  Story  had  sevpn  ; Mr.  Jno.  Bell, 
five;  Mr.  T.  Irving  had  throe:  Messrs.  Jas.  Graham 
and  Jas.  Morrison  had  each  two  sea  trout  in  the 
Skippers’  Gullets.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Molyneux,  Eskdale 
Temperance  Hotel,  had  two  whiting  and  some  yellow 
trout,  and  subsequently  five  sea  trout  and  whiting, 
weighing  41b.  At  Crannel  Holm  in  the  Tod- Holes,  he 
had  two  sea  trout,  one  of  them  3jlb. , being  the  largest 
this  season;  also  two  sea  trout,  weighing  2 lib.,  at  the 
Island  Pool ; Mr.  Goo.  Maxwell,  Langholm,  at  three 
fishings,  had  s'x  sea  trout  with  the  fly;  Mr.  Thos.  Irving 
landed  one.  3Jlb.  ; Mr.  John  Harkness  caught  four ; 
Mr.  J.  Barnfather  landing  three  with  the  worm,  one 
weighing  ,‘!lb.,  and  another  2Hb.  Mr.  Jas  Boll  had  a 
capital  basket  at  Skippers’  Gullets,  and  Messrs. 
McMillan  and  Ballantyne  have  been  fairly  successful. 
In  the  mindle  reaches  Mr.  R.  Houghtv,  Byreburnfoot, 
has  made  some  good  kills  ; Mr.  Walter  Scott.  Holmfoot, 
had  four  sea  trout  in  the  Canonbie  water  ; Mr.  May,  of 
Liverpool,  staying  at  Canonbie,  bad  three  sea  trout  from 
the  Willow  Pool  ; several  anglers  have  also  had  good 
baskets  of  yellow  trout : Mr.  James  Graham,  Crookholm, 
has  had  sea  trout  and  whiting  in  the  Liddle  ; Mr.  Tait, 
of  the  Penton  Bridge  Inn.  had  a fine  kill  at  the  well- 
known  worm  cast,  “ The  Loup”  ; Mrs.  Tait  had  also  a 
good  basket  of  sea  trout  and  whiting  from  the  Liddle, 
which  is  now  getting  into  good  order.  In  the  lower 
reaches  the  whiting  are  reported  small.  Mr.  William 
Douglas,  writing  from  the  Eskdale  Temperance  Hotel, 
Langholm,  says  “ the  river  is  full  of  fish,  which  has  been 
swelled  a bit,  and  twenty-four  hours’  rain  is  all  that  is 
required  now  to  produce  good  sport.  It  is  now  at  time 
of  writing  raining  hard  at  Metal  Bridge,  and  probably 
the  much-needed  flood  may  be  at  band  ; it  is,  however, 
in  the  Langholm  where  the  deluge  is  moat  wanted,  in 
order  to  set  the  mountain  streams  afloat. — W.  A. 

Brora  (Brora). — The  river  is  very  low,  and  except 
for  the  few  trout  got  late  at  night  and  early  in  the  morn- 
ing little  is  done.  The  salmon  net  fishers  are  not  doing 
much. — A.  P. 

Banrannoch.  Hotel,  (Hannoch,  N.B.).— The 

baskets  were  not  so  heavy  as  they  have  been  during 
the  past  few  days.  On  the  Bnnrannoch  Hotel  water  on 
the  River  Tummel,  Mr.  S.  Spencer,  Northumberland, 
had  a basket  of  good  trout,  including  one  of  21b.  weight ; 
Mr.  Stanton,  Chesterfield,  had  eighteen  trout  weighing 
6Jlb.  ; Mr.  and  Miss  Tyser,  London,  twenty-four  trout 
weighing  81b. ; Mr.  Tyser,  jun  . London,  thirty  trout 
weighing  121b.  ; Mr.  'Trollope,  London,  a nice  basket, 
fishing  the  river  in  the  evening.  Monday,  July  10.  Mr. 
S.  Spencer,  Northumberland,  on  the  river,  a fine  trout 
weighing  31b.  ; Mr.  Sfanton,  Chesterfield,  eighteen 
frout  weighing  41b.;  Mr.  Tyser,  London,  twenty-five 
trout  weighing  71b.  ; Mr.  Lindo,  Brighton,  sixteen  trout 
weighing  81b.  ; Mr.  Trollope.  London,  twenty  trout, 
5|lb.  Tuesday,  July  II,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Wood  and  Miss  W. 
Tervoise,  Foss,  twenty-six  trout,  one  weighing  41b.  ; 
Mr.  Stanton.  Chesterfield,  fourteen  trout  weighing  41b. ; 
Mr.  Tyser,  London,  twenty- two  trout  weighing  Gib.  ; 
Mr.  Trollope,  London,  twelve  trout  weighing  41b. 

Dee  f Aherdeenshire). — The  past  week  has  been  one 
of  thunderstorms,  and  consequently  the  amount  of  sport 
somewhat  meagre.  The  Dee  has  cleared  considerably, 
and  the  goodly  number  of  fish  now  seen  give  hope  for  the 
immediate  future.  On  the  Woodend  water,  Mr.  William 
Farnell  Watson’s  keeper  creeled  three  grilse  of  the 
average  weight.  On  the  Kineskie  water,  Willie  Dawson, 
keeper,  landed  one,  3ilb.  On  the  Feugh,  some  splendid 
baskets  of  sea-trout  are  being  got  daily.  On  the  Glen- 
Tana  section.  Sir  William  Cunliffe  Brooks,  Bart.,  and 
party,  creeled  several  salmon,  and  the  first  grilse  of  the 
season.  On  the  Invercanld  Arms  Ballater  water  sport 
has  been  below  the  the  average.  On  the  7th.  Mrs. 
Upcher  bad  two  fish  of  5Jlb,  and  81b.  ; on  the  8th,  Mr. 
Lee  Warner  had  one  of  81b.  ; and  Colonel  Upcher  had 
one  of  GJlb.  The  show  of  salmon  at  the  Linn  O’Dee  has 
to  be  seen  to  be  realised.  The  late  floods  have  brought 
the  shoalsfrom  the  lower  reaches.  The  attempts  of  the 
thousands  of  fish  to  daily  scale  the  falls  is  affording 
much  attraction  to  the  numerous  visitors  in  Braemar. 
The  salmon  supply  on  the  coast,  keeps  well  up,  and 
already  the  summer  fishing  has  been  a pronounced 
success.  The  Don  district  has  fished  best  lately. 
Grilse  are  far  from  satisfactory  either  as  regards 
numbers  or  quality.  On  the  Don,  Ythan,  and  other 
streams  some  good  trouting  is  being  got. — Debsidee. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).  — The  River  Deveron  has 
almost  sunk  to  the  low  level  which  it  attained  some 
weeks  ago.  The  lessees,  both  east  and  west,  of  the  river 
have  had  a splendid  fishing  up  to  this  date,  and  grilse, 
which  were  late  in  appearing,  are  coming  on  in  increased 
numbers.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  there  is  no  want  of 
fish,  but  that  they  are  mostly  caught  in  the  bag  nets  on 
the  sea,  or  by_  the  sweep  nets  at  the  river’s  mouth,  and 
until  this  fishing  is  closed  there  will  be  little  chance  of 
any  improvement  in  the  rod  fishing. — H.  W. 

Dochart  (Luib  Hotel,  Perthshire).— On  Saturday 
Mr.  Grey,  Glasgow,  out  from  Luib  Hotel,  on  Loch 
Nubhair,  killed  fifteen  trout,  weight  51b.  Mr.  Lewis, 
Manchester,  six  trout,  the  heaviest  fib.  ; on  Monday 


I.MPORTANT  TO  THOSE  WUO  WISH  TO  BECOME  EXPERT  AnOLBRS. 
—At  the  request  of  a number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  .lames 
Kersa,  Sprouston-on-Tweed,  winner  of  the  International  Fly- 
casting at  Twickenham,  1800,  and  at  Edinburgh,  1802,  has 
decided  to  again  give  a course  of  les.sons  in  the  art.  of  salmon  and 
trout  Hy  casting,  also  bait  casting,  at  Messrs.  Warner's  Welsh 
Harp  Fishery.  Hendon.  .T.  K.  will  he  at  the  Welsh  Harp  for  this 
purpose  on  Thur.sday,  .Tune  1.  1808 ; and  as  the  cour.se  will  only 
Ia8tforalimiiedpcriod.it  is  important  that  those  who  wish  to 
take  leasons  should  make  early  apjtlic.ation.  Terms:  Salmon  fly 
and  bait  ca.stmg,  £2  for  four  lessons;  trout  fly  casting,  £1  for  four 
lessons.  Rods  and  tackle  will  he  provided. — Btdlevue  Cottage 
Sprouston,  Kelso,  N.B. 


afternoon,  Mr.  R.  Butter,  Perth,  in  the  river,  killed 
three  trout,  weight  31b.  The  river  is  now  in  first-class 
ply.— Donai.d  McNaughton. 

Forsiiiard  Hotel.— On  Monday,  Mr.  Allport,  on 
Loch  Taluheil,  eighteen  tront,  141b.  ; Mr.  Horrocks,  on 
LochSeavie,  thirty  trout,  101b.;  Dr.  Cuff,  on  Loch  En- 
Rnar,  forty-six  trout,  18Ub.  ; Mr.  Dane,  twenty-seven 
trout,  91b.  ; Mr.  Foreman,  on  Bidden,  forty-two  trout, 
151b.  ; and  Mr.  Malloch,  same  loch,  eigbty-nine  trout, 
321b.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Horrocks,  on  Loch  En  Rear, 
eighteen  trout,  81b.,  and  one  sea-trout;  Mr.  Allport,  on 
Loch  Jubilee,  one  tront,  21b.  ; Mr.  Malloch,  on  Loch 
Loir,  twenty  trout,  9Jlb.  ; Dr.  Cuff,  on  the  Halladale, 
thirty  trout ; Mr.  Dane,  same  water,  nine  trout.  On 
Wednesday,  Mr.  Allport,  on  Loch  En-Ruar,  thirty-throe 
trout,  12Jlb.  ; Mr.  Horrocks,  on  Clachengeal,  filteen 
trout,  Hl.ilb.  ; Mr.  Malloch,  on  Badden,  eighty-seven 
trout,  2911). ; and  Mr.  Foreman,  same  loch,  thirty-four 
trout,  1111).  On  Thursday,  Mr.  Malloch,  on  Loch  En- 
Ruar.  eighty-two  trout,  291b.  ; Mr.  Foreman,  same 
loci),  thirty-two  tront,  121b. ; Dr.  Cuff,  on  Loch  Achron, 
ten  trout,  41b.  ; Mr.  Dane,  on  Coorach,  fourteen  trout, 
5Jlb. ; and  Mr.  Horrocks,  on  Badden,  thirty-four  trout, 
14lb.  On  Friday,  Mr.  Malloch,  on  Loch  Badden,  seventy 
tront,  231b.;  Mr.  Foreman,  same  loch,  twenty-one 
trout,  lOJlb.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Evans,  on  Loch  En- 
Ruar,  twenty-seven  trout,  91b.  ; Mr.  Gurney,  same 
loch,  sixteen  trout,  Gib.  ; Dr.  Michio,  on  Leir,  five 
trout,  31b.  ; and  Mr.  J.  Murray,  on  Taluheil,  five  trout, 
341b. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).  - The  river  is  still 
exceedingly  low.  Passing  Deeble,  a short  distance 
from  Kildonan,  I saw  an  angler  carefully  fishing 
one  of  the  pools.  There  was  a nice  breeze  blowing 
up  stream,  and  the  day  was  cloudy.  Much  to  my  sur- 
prize, he  hooked  a fish,  and  in  a few  minutes  landed  a 
fresh  run  grilse  of  4ilb.,  and  I was  afterwards  informed 
that  he  .saw  several  others.  Proceeding  to  the  Palls, 
upper  and  lower,  I had  a long  look  at  them— but  such  a 
transformation  1 They  were  no  longer  falls,  but  easy 
going  water,  the  volume  of  which  was  so  reduced  that 
one  might  stand  on  them  without  the  fear  of  being 
toppled  over  into  the  pool  below.  One  salmon  only  I saw 
leap,  a deeply-dyed  brown  fellow.  Having  neither  rod 
nor  line  with  me,  I had  no  fishing  ; if  I had,  possibly  I 
might  have  caught  one  of  those  grilse,  whose  indomit- 
able pluck  and  energy  had  enabled  them  to  go  so  far  up 
stream.  Theuetsmen  have  had  another  week  ot  unprece- 
dented success,  and  have  now  reached  the  biggest  catch 
for  many  years.  The  herring  fishing  is  now  in  active 
operation  here,  and  some  good  catches  are  being  got. 
-S.  C. 

Inchnadamph.  Hotel  Waters  (Inchnadampli, 
Sutherland,  N.B.). — Fishing  Loch  Awe  on  TnesOay, 
June  27,  Mr.  Allgood,  jun.,  and  Miss  Allgood  caught  two 
dozen  trout,  weighing  91b.  On  Mid-Assynt  Messrs. 
Straker  and  Allgood  had  a big  basket  ot  ninety-two 
trout,  aggregating  301b.  On  Loch  Assynt  for  three 
hours  Mr.  Cookson  killed  fourteen  trout,  91b.  On 
Wednesday,  which  was  very  thundery.  Misses  Allgood 
caught  six  trout,  31b.,  on  Loch  Assynt ; Mr.  Burchardt 
killed  seventeen  trout,  101b.,  on  Loch  Arne.  Mr. 
Cookson,  on  Mid-Assynt,  had  twenty-six  trout, 
151b.  (one  trout  scaled  31b.).  Dr.  Lockwood  and 
friend,  on  Mid-Assynt,  had  twenty-eight  trout,  131b. 
(heaviest  trout  31b.) ; Mr.  Allgocd  and  Mrs.  Straker,  on 
Loch  Assynt,  sixteen  trout,  IHb.  This  basket  included 
one  trout  of  If  lb.,  one  of  lib.,  and  one  of  fib.  On 
Thursday,  Dr.  Lockwood  and  Dr.  Atkin  caught  twenty 
trout,  71b.,  and  Mr.  Allgood,  twenty-four  trout,  Hlb., 
on  Loch  Assynt.  On  Thursday,  July  8,  Dr.  Lockwood 
and  Dr.  Atkin  caught  sixteen  trout,  7ilb.,  on  Loch 
Gillaroo.  On  Friday  Mr.  Anderson  fished  Loch  Awe, 
and  got  seventeen  trout  weighing  9.|lb.,  while  Messrs. 
Lockwood  and  Atkin  landed  thirty  trout,  111b.,  on  Mid- 
Assynt.  On  Saturday  Messrs.  Lockwood  and  Anderson 
caught  twenty-nine  .trout,  101b.,  on  Mid-Assynt;  Mr. 
Atkin,  on  the  same  loch,  two  dozen  trout  weighing 
91b.  : Mr.  Howard,  on  Loch  Awe,  seven  trout,  41b. — 
J.  Y. 

Inveran,  N.B.— On  Thursday  last  Lord  Braybrooke, 
Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  fished  the  lower  Shin  beats,  and 
grassed  a grilse  of  4Jlb.  on  Poll  Caolog  ; and  on  Friday 
one  of  5|lb.  on  same  beat.  Saturday  and  Monday  were 
blank.  As  this  is  penned  (Wednesday  noon)  rain  has 
commenced,  which, if  it  continues,  will  do  much  good. — 
McB. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland. — Several  anglers  have  been 
sea-trout  angling,  and  some  good  sport  has  been 
obtained.  The  most  successful  was  Mr.  Pnllar,  who 
made  three  baskets  of  twenty-four,  thirty-four,  and 
fifty-four  of  mixed  sea  trout  and  brown  trout ; the  fifty- 
four  trout  basket  aggregated  251b.  Mr.  Bilburgh,  Mr. 
O’Shaughnessy,  Dr.  Underhill,  and  others  have  been 
more  or  less  successful. — McB. 

laairg  Hotel  Waters  i (Lairg,  N.B.).— Weather 
conditions  of  the  past  week  were  unfavourable  for  good 
sport.  Local  thunderstorms  prevailed  every  other  day. 
Friday  was  one  of  the  warmest  days  of  the  season,  the 
shaded  maximum  thermometer  registering  78.5  degrees, 
F. ; the  total  rainfall  for  the  week  was  0.89.  Under- 
noted  is  the  hotel  record  of  the  angling.  On  Tuesday, 
Mr.  Copeland,  fishing  Loch  Shin,  caught  two  Salino 
ferox  of  841b.  and  5flb.,  and  ten  trout,  741b.  On  the 
same  loch,  Messrs.  Wilkie,  London,  killed  twenty  trout, 
71b. ; Messrs  Douglas  and  'Thompson  got  twenty-nine 
trout,  941b.  ; Dr.  Douglas,  nine  trout,  4ilh.  ; Gapt. 
Henderson,  nine  tront,  341b.  ; and  Col.  Deans  and  Mr. 
Hawkins,  fair  sport.  Air.  J.  W.  Meakin  opened  the 
season  on  Loch  Nam-fuar-leachd,  killing  twenty-eight 
trout,  mb.  On  Wednesday  Loch  Shin  was  fi.shed 
by  Capt.  Henderson,  twenty  trout,  81b.  ; Messrs. 
Wilkie,  five  trout,  41b.  ; Col.  Deans,  ten  trout,  Gib.  ; and 


Mr.  Wilson  and  friend,  six  trout,  2Ub.  ; Dr.  .lowers 
killed  sixteen  trout,  71b.,  on  Loch  Cracail ; and  Messrs. 
Douglas  and  Thompson,  five  trout,  2}lb.,  on  Loch  Boan- 
noob.  On  Thursday,  on  Loch  Shin,  Mr.  Copeland  killed 
nine  trout  weighing  Gib. ; Messrs.  Douglas  and  Thomp- 
son bad  thirteen  trout,  Gib.,  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Douglas 
a dozen  trout,  b./lb.  ; Mr.  John  Alacleod  made  a fine 
basket  on  Sluice  Pool,  two  dozen  trout,  131b.  ; Messrs. 
Wilkie  tried  Lock  Beannoch,  ten  trout,  81b.  ; Col.  Deans 
killed  a 21b.  trout  on  Oracad.  On  Friday  Mr.  J.  W. 
Meakin  fished  Loch  Nam-luar-leachd  fora  coupleof  hours 
and  landed  twenty  trout,  91b.  ; on  Loch  Heaiinoeh,  Col. 
Deans  got  two  tront,  2.}lb.  ; while  on  Loch  Shin,  Mr. 
Copeland  caught  five  trout;  Dr.  Jowers,  ten  trout,  441b., 
and  Mr.  Mills  two  dozen  trout,  81b.  On  Saturday  Dr. 
.lowers  killed  twenty-one  trout  weighing  101b.  ; on 
Loch  Nam-fuar-leachd,  while  on  Loch  Shin,  Col.  Deans 
killed  two  dozen  trout,  8lb.  Fair  sport  was  had  by  Mr. 
Copeland,  five  trout,  31b.  ; and  by  Alessrs.  Cummings 
and  Meakin.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Copeland  landed  a fine 
Salmo  ferox,  of  741b.  and  five  trout,  24lb.,  on  Loch  Shin. 
On  the  same  loch  Air.  Cummings  caught  fifteen  trout ; 
Col.  Deans,  eighteen  trout,  9flb  ; and  Capt.  Henderson, 
eleven  tront.  On  Loch  Nam-fuar-leachd,  Mr.  Price 
caugh  fifteen  trout  weighing  S'flb. — J.  Y. 

Loch.  Ericht  (Dal'whinnie,  N.B.).— On  Jnly  3, 
Mr.  AVeinburg,  Dundee,  eight  trout;  Mr.  Steel,  Perth, 
forty-eight  trout,  231b.  ; Air.  Alitohell,  Gib. ; Air.  Collier, 
18lb.  4th,  Messrs.  Sainsbury,  101b.  ; Mr.  Bnnbury, 
seventeen  trout ; Major  Dorward,  thirteen  trout ; 51b. 
5th,  Messrs.  Sainsbury,  forty-three  trout ; Air.  Bunbury, 
six  ti’out;  Mr.  Harris,  Dundee,  five  trout;  Alajor 
Dornard,  seventeen  trout.  Gth,  Mr.  Moore,  Bombay, 
eight  trout ; Major  Dorward,  eighteen  trout,  7Ib.  ; Air. 
Richardson,  thirteen  trout,  and  one  of  3lb.  ; Air.  Harris, 
eight  trout,  weighing  71b.,  and  a 8almo  ferox  oi  71b.; 
Alessrs.  Sainsbury,  twenty-five  trout,  7th,  Air.  Richard- 
son, twelve  trout ; Air.  Waller,  seven  trout ; Mr.  Harris, 
four  trout,  weighing  51b  ; Alessrs.  Sainsbury,  nineteen 
trout ; Air.  Moore,  fourteen  trout.  8th,  Mr.  Moore, 
three  trout,  7jlb.,  and  a Salmo  ferox  of  81b ; Air. 
Lewinez,  six  trout,  two  weighed  141b.  and  2lb.  each  ; 
Air.  Richardson,  fourteen  trout;  Messrs.  Sainsburj', 
nineteen  trout. — John  AIcDonabd. 

Lochleveu  (Kinross). — Fewer  boats  have  been  out 
than  last  week,  but  these  have  met  with  greater  success. 
Rain  has  fallen  somewhat  copiously  with  a better 
fishing  wind  from  the  east.  The  Dunfermline  club,  with 
ten  rods,  killed  forty-seven  trout,  371b.  12oz.  Mr.  J. 
Dick  was  awarded  the  first  prize  for  a basket  of  nine 
trout,  81b.  lOoz.  Twenty- two  competitors  engaged  in 
the  Wanderers  Club  from  Glasgow,  when  one  hundred 
trout  were  captured  of  90jlb.  The  St.  Andrew,  Edin- 
burgh, Club  had  a total  of  tbirty-nine  trout,  371b.  4oz.  to 
eight  rods.  The  heaviest  returns  from  private  Iroats 
out  were  obtained  by  the  following  : — Air.  Ferrie,  Glas- 
gow, twenty-four,  181b.  Air.  McDonald  and  Air.  Green, 
London,  had  one  of  the  best  average  baskets  of  the 
season.  Their  capture  was  nine  trout  of  151b.  Mr.  and 
Alaster  Taylor,  Edinburgh,  eighteen,  151b.  Air.  J. 
Gordon  Mason,  Edinburgh,  twenty-eight  trout,  251b. 
Air.  H.  J.  Sanderson  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Hardie,  Edinburgh, 
thirty  trout,  241b.  Mr.  Dunsmure  and  Air.  Steel  had  in 
two  days  seventeen  trout,  171b.,  and  seventeen  trout, 
IGlb.  Mr.  Brown,  Newcastle  (out  two  hours  in  the 
evening),  eleven  trout,  121b.  8oz.  Air.  Durward  Lely, 
eighteen.  171b.  Mr.  and  Alaster  Knight,  twenty-two, 
211b.  12oz.  Mr.  Smeaton,  Dundee  (two  days),  twenty- 
three,  2Clb.,  and  sixteen,  191b.  4oz.  One  of  the  latter 
fish  was  the  heaviest  caught  here  this  season,  and 
weighed  31b.  2oz.  Mr.  Ogilvy,  Arndean,  thirteen,  131b. 
— Robt.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Migdale  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.).— Owing  to 
unfavourable  conditions  as  to  weather  and  water,  sport 
has  not  been  so  good  of  late,  but  the  fish  caught  are  of 
good  size  and  quality. — AIcB. 

Loch  Eiannoch.  — The  following  sport  has  been 
obtained  by  anglers  from  Dunalastair  Hotel.  July  5, 
Air.  Nash,  Liverpool,  on  looh,  thirteen  trout,  one  Salmo 
ferox,  in  excellent  condition,  weighing  941b.,  which  gave 
splendid  sport : Dr.  and  Airs.  Kirk  and  the  Rev. 
Air.  Lindsay,  Bathgate,  thirty-six  trout ; Air.  Murray 
Honey,  St.  Andrews,  nine  trout ; Air.  Laing,  St. 
Andrews,  fifteen  trout ; Mr.  White,  Sussex,  on  river, 
sixteen  trout ; Air.  Stitt,  Edinburgh,  fifteen  trout. 
Jnly  6.  Mr.  Shields  and  friend,  Perth,  on  loch,  fourteen 
tront;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kirk,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lindsay, 
twenty-five  trout;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stitt,  fourteen  trout; 
Mr.  Nash  and  son,  ten  tront,  one  weighing  2ilb.  ; Mr. 
Dixon,  Glasgow,  thirteen  trout;  Mr.  White,  on  river, 
fourteen  trout.  July  7.  M’'.  Standen,  Hants,  on  Icch, 
eleven  trout ; the  Rev.  Air.  Lindsay  and  Dr.  Kirk, 
twelve  trout ; Mr.  White,  on  river,  seventeen  trout. 
July  8.  Mr.  and  Aliss  Nash,  on  loch,  twenty-five  trout; 
Dr.  Kirk  and  the  Rev.  Air.  Lindsay,  ten  trout ; Air. 
and  Airs.  Blencowe,  Sussex,  ten  trout ; Air.  White,  on 
river,  sixteen  trout.  July  10.  Air.  Nash  and  son,  on 
looh,  nineteen  tront;  Dr.  Kirk  and  the  Rev.  Air. 
Lindsay,  eighteen  tront  ; Air.  Laing,  seventeen  trout  ; 
Air.,  Mrs.,  and  Aliss  Blencowe,  thirteen  trout ; Air.  Stitt, 
on  river,  thirteen  trout;  Mr.  White,  fifteen  trout;  Mr. 
Dixon,  eleven  trout.  July  11.  Dr.  Kirk  and  the  Rev. 
Air.  Lindsay,  on  loch,  tiventy-six  trout ; Air.  and  Miss 
Carrie  Nash,  five  tront,  three  weighing  over  31b.  ; Air. 
and  Mrs.  Shields,  eleven  trout ; Air.,  Airs.,  and  Aliss 
Blencowe,  thirteen  trout;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickinson, 
Liverpool,  nine  trout;  Air.  White,  on  river,  nineteen 
trout ; Airs.  Cross,  Grange-over-Sands,  fifteen  trout ; 
Air.  Stitt,  thirteen  trout. 

Overscaig  Hotel  'Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.)— 

Of  the  anglers  out  on  Alonday  week  the  most  successful 
were  Capt.  Alurchison,  Arbroath,  who,  on  Loch  Alerk- 
land,  had  fifty  trout  weighing  IS.jlb.  ; and  Air.  AVorsley- 
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Taylor,  sen-,  on  same  loch,  twenty-six,  111b.  The  same 
anglers  were  out  on  Tuesday,  the  former  on  Hill  Loch, 
14G  trout,  30Jlb.  ; and  the  latter  on  Fiag  Beat,  sixteen 
beauties  averaging  Jib-  each.  Fair  baskets  were  also 
made  by  Messrs.  Leslie-Jones,  Mr.  Worsley-Taylor, 
jun.,  and  Mr.  Wotherspoon.  On  Wednesday  nine  or 
ten  rods  were  out  and  fair  sport  obtained  ; the  best 
baskets  were  Mr.  Wotherspoon,  on  Fiag  Beat,  thirty- 
two  trout,  81b.  ; and  Mr.  Worsley-Taylor,  on  Hill  Loch, 
107  trout,  1.51b.  On  Thursday,  Capt.  Murchison,  on 
Small  Hill  Loch,  ninety-six  trout,  281b.  ; Mr.  Wother- 
spoon. on  Merklard,  thirty-nine,  111b.  ; and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wigram,  on  Fiag  Beat,  eighteen,  101b,  ; Rev.  Canon 
Snell,  Mr.  Wigram,  jun.,  Mr  Dudley-Yorke,  Mr.  Leslie- 
Jones,  and  Messrs.  Worsley-Taylor,  also  had  fair  sport. 
The  best  baskets  of  Friday  were  Mr.  Worsley-Taylor 
and  Mr.  Leslie-Jones,  fifty-three  trout,  one  of  them  21b. 
and  the  whole  251b.;  Eev.  Canon  Snell  and  Mr.  Wigram, 
thirty-eight,  111b.  ; and  Mr.  Wotherspoon,  nineteen, 
81b.  On  Saturday  a severe  thunderstorm  interfered 
with  sport.  Best  baskets,  Capt.  Blurchi.son,  seventeen 
trout,  101b.  ; Messrs.  Worsley-Taylor  and  Leslie-Jones, 
thirty,  121b. ; and  Messrs.  Wigram,  twenty-four,  121b. 
— McB. 

Rang'ag'  (Caithness). — On  account  of  its  distance 
from  hotel  accommodation  this  loch  has  rarely  been 
fished  except  by  local  anglers.  The  energetic  landlord 
of  Latheronwheel  Hotel  has  recently  placed  a boat  on  it, 
and  Mr.  Bruce,  of  Dunheafh  Castle,  tried  it  on  Friday 
last,  and,  although  the  day  was  unfavourable,  he  had 
twenty-one  trout,  weiyhing  12', lb. — A.  P. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (Scourie  by  Lairg, 
N.B.).— The  weather  conditions  of  last  week  were  very 
unfavourable  for  obtaining  good  sport.  The  following 
is  the  record  : On  Monday,  July  3,  tishing  Loch  Na- 
Clashfern,  Messrs.  Buchanan  and  Turnbull,  Liverpool, 
made  a total  basket  ot  forty-five  trout,  weighing  131b. 
On  Tuesday,  on  Duart  Mhor,  the  same  angler  killed 
seven  trout,  31b.  On  Wednesday,  on  Loch  Na-Clashfern. 
they  got  ten  trout,  41b. ; and  on  Friday,  fishing  Hill 
Lochs,  twenty  trout,  averaging  Jib.  each.  On  Thursday, 
Messrs.  Buchanan  and  Turnbull  went  sea-fishing,  and 
made  a capital  basket  of  nearly  lOolb.  of  fish.— J.  Y. 

Shetland  (Queen’s  Hotel,  Baltasound).— Fishing 
from  this  hotel,  on  Loch  Cliff,  on  the  3rd  inst.,  Messrs. 
N.  Lees-Unwin,  of  Southport,  and  George  Musgrove,  of 
Glasgow,  killed  thirty-eight  trout,  weighing  lljlb.  On 
Tuesday,  the  4th,  they  also  secured  forty-four,  weight 
14Jlb. ; Mr.  Musgrove  killed  twenty-four  fish  on  the  5tli, 
which  turned  the  scales  at  8ilb  ; and  yesterday  (Satur- 
day), the  8th,  Messrs.  Unwin  and  Musgrove  again  killed 
twenty-seven  trout,  weighing  101b.  Rain  is  much  needed, 
when  the  takes  of  fish  will  improve  greatly.— James 
Anderson.  Manager. 

South  of  Scotland.— On  Saturday  and  Tuesday 
thunderstorms  with  heavy  rains  prevailed,  and  from  a 
foot  to  eighteen  inches  more  water  swelled  the  rivers 
on  the  Border.  A strong  run  of  herlings  have  been 
ascending  the  waters,  and  some  capital  sport  has  taken 
place. — The  Annan.— This  river  has  not  been  giving 
such  good  sport  this  week.  The  rise  in  the  water  on 
Monday,  and  again  on  Tuesday,  kept  trout  on  the  run 
for  the  upper  waters.  Last  week  end  fine  sport  was  had 
on  the  lower  waters,  chiefly  with  the  clear  water  worm. 
The  Eev.  Mr.  Thomson  had  over  a dozen  with  fly  and 
worm  ; ex-Dean  London  caught  fourteen  herling  in  the 
Milnfield  water  with  fly  ; Mr.  Geo.  Pool  had  eight  ; Mr. 
Robert  Graham  had  over  a dozen,  and  Mr.  John  Bell 
had  forty  at  three  outings  ; Mr.  John  Rae  killed  twenty 
fine  herling  on  Wednesday  night;  Mr.  Hall,  eight; 
Capt.  Ewart,  seven.  Mr.  W.  Wright  had  several  good 
catches,  and  on  Monday  he  had  a dozen  with  fly. 
In  Hoddam  Castle  water  the  keepers  have  had  some  fine 
sea  trout  by  angling  after  dark.  Mr.  Byres,  of  Kirtle- 
bridge,  killed  six  herling  and  eighteen  yellow  trout ; Mr. 
Wyllie,  six  herling  and  one  dozen  yellow  trout.  In  the 
Murraythwaite  water,  Mr.  Brown  caught  a tine  yellow 
trout  of  31b.  and  three  sea  trout,  two  of  which  weighed 
Iflb.  each. — The  Nith. — Sport  has  somewhat  improved. 
A fair  show  of  herling  have  made  their  appearance  in 
the  tidal  waters.  A few  nice  fish  have  been  killed  in 
the  Thornhill  portion.— The  Esk.— On  the  Esk  the 
angling  has  not  been  good.  Day  fishing  has  been  of 
little  use  with  the  clear  and  low  waters.  The  river  is 
also  very  foul  at  the  bottom,  and  every  few  casts  the 
flies  get  fouled  with  floating  weeds  after  dark.  - 
Galloway  Rivers. — A few  herling  have  been  caught 
since  last  report  on  the  rivers,  the  Fleet,  the  Dee,  and 
Urr  ; but  the  sport  generally  is  much  below  the  average 
of  the  season.  The  waters  are  unsettled,  and  with 
thunder  and  tire  in  the  air,  trout  have  not  been  rising 
well  this  week. — Ayrshire  Lochs  and  Rivers.— Most 
of  the  rivers  have  been  in  floods,  and  some  fair  sport  has 
fallen  to  the  rods  in  the  local  streams. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— The  river  is  still  very  low, 
and,  until  another  spate  is  experienced,  no  improvement 
in  the  outlook  may  be  expected.  Grilse  are  being  got 
daily  in  the  middle  reaches.  On  the  Aberlour  House 
water,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Chas.  Findlay  had  one  of  41b.  ; 
and  on  Thursday,  Mr.  McKenzie,  gamekeeper,  had 
another  of  the  same  weight  on  the  same  water  ; while 
on  the  Pitcroy  water.  Lord  Westmoreland  had  one  on 
Wednesday,  one  on  Thursday,  and  one  on  Friday, 
besides  a sea  trout.  Bug  where  the  salmon  are  no  one 
appears  to  know.  A few  trout  are  being  got  after  sun- 
down and  up  to  ten  o’clock  in  the  evening.  Owing  to 
the  fine  weather  the  salmon  fishing  on  the  adjacent 
coast  last  week  jiroved  to  be  the  best  during  the  present 
season.  On  Tuesday,  on  the  Glengrant  water  at 
Craigielachie,  Mr.  George  Shanks,  fisherman,  had  a 
grilse  of  4Ib. — J.  M. 

Tongue  Hotel  Waters  (Tongue,  Sutherland, 
N.B;.— Recent  heavy  rains  have  materially  improved 


the  prospects  of  sport.  Last  week  the  angling  record 
was  as  as  follows,  viz.  : — On  Monday,  on  Loch  Craggie, 
Mr.  Parker,  of  London,  three  trout,  IJlb.  Fishing  the 
Kyle,  Mr.  Lawson  and  Messrs.  Galloway,  Acklington, 
killed  five  sea  trout,  weighing  141b.  (heaviest  fish  scaled 
4Jlb.).  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Parker  killed  two  sea  trout, 
31b.,  on  the  Kyle.  On  Wednesday,  the  same  angler 
caught  four  sea  trout,  71b.,  on  the  Kyle.  Mr.  Ross, 
Edinburgh,  fished  Loch  Craggie,  and  caught 
fifteen  brown  trout,  weighing  71b.  Eev.  Mr. 
Hooper,  Cornwall  on  Loch  Na  - Hacon,  a dozen 
trout,  weighing  411>.  On  Thursday,  Mr.  Ross  tried 
the  Kyle,  and  caught  four  sea  trout  weighing  81b. 
(heaviest  fish,  31b.);  Rev.  Mr.  Hooper,  on  Loch  Craggie, 
had  fourteen  brown  trout,  weighing  5.jlb. ; while  on  Loch 
Loyal  Mr.  Wilson,  Arbroath,  caught  two  sea  trout,  of 
21b.  and  11b.  ; and  Mr.  Sitwell,  Forso  House,  eight 
brown  trout,  411b.  On  Friday,  fishing  the  Kyle,  Mr. 
Wilson  killed  six  sea  trout,  weighing  81b.  (heaviest  fish, 
2Jlb.) ; on  Loch  Craggie,  Mr.  Sitwell  got  eleven  brown 
trout,  bib.  ; and  on  Loch  Loyal,  Rev.  Mr.  Hooper  made 
a basket  of  twenty-two  brown  trout,  weighing  91b.  On 
Saturday,  fishing  Loch  Na-Hacon,  Mr.  Ross  killed  six 
brown  trout,  21b. ; on  Loch  Loyal  Mr.  Wilson  killed 
twenty-one  ti'out,  7Jlb.  ; and  on  Loch  Craggie,  Mr.  Fin- 
layson,  London,  had  half-a-dozen  trout,  31b. — J.  A. 

Tweed,  &c. — The  rivers  are  running  in  very  fair  ply, 
but  the  sport  obtained  generally  has  not  been  such  as 
the  condition  of  the  rivers  would  warrant.  A con- 
tinuance of  rain  has  kept  the  colour  of  the  rivers  very 
good.  Takes  of  from  31b.  up  to  51b.  have  been  got  in 
both  Tweed  and  Teviot  during  the  w'eek,  aud^  on  the 
Eden,  near  Kelso,  one  nice  basket  of  trout  of  61b.  was 
killed.  One  good  basket  of  101b.  has  been  got  on  the 
Rale.  Anglers  are  in  hopes  ot  a full  flood  soon.  Such 
an  occurrence  would  put  the  rivers  in  the  Border 
districts  into  proper  trim.  The  weather  to-day  (Thurs- 
day) is  fine  and  mild,  with  the  glass  fairly  high  and 
steady.— Maxwheel. 

Whitadder  (Ellem  Cottage).  — July  6,  Mr. 
Baillie,  Edinburgh,  31b.;  same  day.  Rev.  J.  Messer 
Dunlop),  Edinburgh,  61b.  7th,  Bailie  Dunlop,  Edin- 
burgh, 41b,  ; Mr.  W.  B.  Gilbert,  Edinburgh,  thirteen 
trout.  10th,  Mr.  Stead,  41b  ; Bailie  Dunlop,  .Silb.  ; Mr. 
Gilbert,  61b.  11th,  Mr.  Stead,  twenty-nine  trout.  The 

river  seems  to  bo  in  splendid  order  for  fishing,  as  rain 
has  fallen  every  day  since  Friday. — R.  J.  Fenton. 

Irish  Reports. 

Ballinderry  (Coaglx).  — The  stream  is  yet  low 
though  heavy  rain  fell  on  Sunday.  Angling  is  neces- 
sarily anything  but  good.  On  Monday  Sergeant  Fraser 
had  a brace  of  trout,  and  on  Tuesday  morning  your 
correspondent  had  a brace.  At  the  Barmouth  better 
sport  has  been  had  by  the  professionals.  Some  lake 
trout  are  in  the  lower  pools. 

Baiin,  Lough  Neagh  (Tooine).— Since  last  report 
fishing  has  been  fairly  good.  Mr.  Renshaw  (Manchester) 
got  five  nice  trout  on  Saturday.  Fortunately  for  fisher- 
men Sunday  was  a very  wet  day.  Monday  opened  well. 
Mr.  Meehad,  jun.  (Belfast)  killed  two  fine  trout,  one  over 
21b.,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Webster  and  Dr.  Williams  having  very 
fair’sport.  This  being  the  Belfast  holiday  time,  a good 
number  of  fishermen  are  staying  at  the  O’Neill  Arms 
Hotel.  After  morning  and  before  evening  fly-fishing 
gentlemen  find  good  amusement  at  pike  and  perch,  which 
are  being  taken  now  in  large  numbers.— F.  G. 

Blackwater,  Benhurh  (co.  Tyrone.)— Angling  is 
not  much  improved  since  last  report.  On  Saturday 
evening  Mr.  John  Mills  had  a bag  of  five  trout,  heaviest 
Iflb.,  dry  fly  fishing.  Kelts  are  yet  plentiful  in  the 
river,  recently  some  up  to  Iblb.  were  taken  out  of  mill 
races’ and  backwaters  and  placed  in  the  river. — J.  A.  B. 

Brne. — During  the  past  week  the  weather  was  dead 
against  angling  ; one  day  thunderstorms  and  pouring 
rain,  the  next  day  glaring  bright  sun  and  strong  east 
wind,  and,  as  the  river  continues  very  low,  sport  fell  far 
below  the  average.  Still,  a few  of  the  rods  on  the  river 
were  fairly  fortunate.  The  anglers  that  showed  the 
best  records  were  Mr.  E.  P.  Bates,  Mr.  R.  Graves,  Mr. 
Parker,  Mr.  H.  Christie,  and  Mr.  Ballwicks.  Very  little 
improvement  in  the  weather  at  time  of  writing.  M. 
Eogan  and  Sons. 

Lougli  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Since 
Thursday  sport  has  been  good  on  favourable  days,  the 
baskets  of  white  running  from  seven  to  a dozen,  besides 
the  usual  numbers  of  brown  trout.  Peal  and  salmon  are 
now  coming  up  in  good  numbers,  in  consequence  of  the 
waters  having  risen  after  heavy  rain.  Good  prospects 
are  entertained  of  the  sport  for  the  next  few  days. 
Thos.  j.  Dennehy. 

Lougbi  Neagh  (Stewartstown).— The  eel  fishing 
has  been  rather  poor,  and  within  the  past  week  trout 
netting  has  fallen  off  greatly.  The  pollen  fishermen  are 
not  making  much  of  it,  at  least  on  the  Tyrone  shores. 

Mount  G-able  Hotel  (Clonbur).— Captnn  Row- 
land, C.  H.  Cotton,  Etwell  Hall,  Derby,  and  Mr. 
Crowley,  have  fished  Loul'Ii  Mask,  and  o, aught,  on  4th, 
eigliteen  trout,  from  11b.  to  6flb.  ; on  the  5th,  twenty- 
three  trout,  largest  4.\lb  ; on  the  6th,  owing  to  a tieavy 
fall  of  rain,  fish  did  not  take.  With  a change  to  rain  and 
favourable  wind,  sport  promises  good  next  week.— Patt 
Burke,  fisherman. 

Mourne  and  Strull  (Newtonstewart,  co. 
Tyrone).— Since  Sunday  evening  a nice  freshet  put  this 
stream  on  its  best  form.  Salmon  and  sea-trout  are  now 
up  as  far  as  here.  Mr.  George  H.  Fulton,  Abercorn 
Arms,  had  a brace  of  sea-trout  on  Tuesday,  2Jlb. 
Angling  prospects  at  present  are  good. — J.  A.  B. 


Owena,  Ardara  (co.  Donegal).— This  stream  is 
now  getting  into  good  form.  Till  within  the  past  few 
days  there  was  no  rain  worth  speaking  of  since  the 
first  week  of  March.  On  Tuesday,  Colonel  Heggerson, 
stopping  at  Nesbitt’s  Arms,  had  a good  day’s  sport, 
the  details  of  which  I have  not  yet  to  hand.  Silmon 
and  sea  trout  are  plentiful.  A number  of  anglers  are 
expected  this  week  at  the  Nesbitt’s  Arms,  a very  com- 
fortable place,  and  one  which  I can  conscientiously 
recommend  to  the  wandering  Waltonians.  The  courteous 
owner— Mr.  Neil  McNelis— has  the  privilege  of  half-a- 
dozen  salmon  rods,  I believe,  on  this  stream  from  the 
Marquis  ot  Conyngham. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — Heavy 
rainfall  this  week,  which  has  caused  a nice  spate  in  the 
river  ; and  already  the  fish  are  beginning  to  feel  the 
freshet.  Good  as  was  the  sport  last  week,  it  is  better 
still  this  week,  and  every  prospect  of  sport  improving. 
Both  the  reserved  and  free  waters  are  paved  with  salmon, 
grilse,  and  trout.  This  is  no  exaggeration.  July  6, 
Col.  Willans,  on  the  jireserves,  three  grilse,  71b.,  Gjlb., 
and  5|lb  ; W.  Malone  and  T.  Grimes,  on  the  free  water, 
before  breakfast,  five  grilse,  lOHb.,  91b.,  71b.,  51b.,  51b. 
7th,  Col.  Willans,  one  grilse,  8jlb.  ; W.  Malone  and  T. 
Grimes,  on  free  water,  before  breakfast,  four  grilse,  81b., 
71b.,  61b.,5Jlb.  8th,  Col.  Willans,  three  grilse,  61b.,  61b., 
and  41b. ; W.  Malone  and  T.  Grimes,  on  free  water, 
before  breakfast,  seven  grilse,  81b.,  71b.,  71b.,  71b.,  61b., 
61b.,  and  41b.  ; and  subsequently  during  the  day,  T. 
Grimes,  on  same  water,  three  grilse,  81b.,  7Jlb.,  and 
51b. ; D.  Gorst,  before  breakfast,  one  grilse,  71b.  ; 9th, 
W.  Malone  and  T.  Grimes,  before  breakfast,  on  free 
water,  five  grilse,  lOJlb  , 91b.,  81b.,  81b.,  and  71b.  10th, 
same  rods,  before  breakfast  on  free  water,  five  grilse, 
81b.,  71b.,  61b.,  61b.,  and  61b.  11th,  Mr.  Claud  Lefroy,  on 
free  water, four  grilse,  71b.,  71b.,  61b.,  and  41b.;  W.  Malone 
and T.  Grimes,  before  breakfast,  on  free  water,  five  grilse, 
81b.,  71b.,  71b.,  51b.,  and  51b.  ; Col.  Willans,  on  the 
preserves,  two  grilse,  7Jlb.  and  51b.,  and  he  also  met  and 
hooked  fifteen  other  grilse.  Two  other  English  rods, 
who  have  fished  the  preserves  during  the  week,  have 
likewise  killed  a good  many  grilse,  but  I do  not 
know  the  exact  number.  As  will  bo  seen  by  the  fore- 
going record,  the  size  of  the  grilse  landed  is  most  satis- 
factory. Dr.  R.  Gorst  and  Dr.  J.  Eoyston  have  returned 
to  Liverpool,  and  Col.  Willans  has  arrived  from 
England.— S.  J.  Hurley. 


Tackle  at  the  Crystal  Palace.— A “Sports  and 
Pastimes  ’’  exhibition  is  a vague  and  comprehensive 
term,  and  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the  Crystal  Palace 
executive  have  fully  availed  themselves  of  the  licence, 
for  the  central  stalls  include  various  descriptions  of 
conveyances,  harness,  and  whips,  billiard-tables, 
curling-stones,  cycles,  and  hobby-horses.  But  by  far 
the  most  interesting  item  of  the  whole  display  is  a large 
tent  to  the  right  of  the  main  entrance,  devoted  to  what 
is  called  the  poaching  and  natural  history  section  ; and 
particularly  attractive  to  the  angler  is  the  valuable 
case  of  fish-hooks,  which  stands  aloof  from  the  disreput- 
able salmon  Leisters  and  “rakes,”  lent  by  Mr.  Lovett, 
of  Croydon.  It  contains  well-arranged  groups  of  New 
Zealand  shark-hooks  ; a variety  of  clumsy  yet  ingenious 
weapons  from  the  South  Pacific,  one  made  of  human 
bone  (possibly  shaped  at  leisure,  after  a good  meal  l),and 
another  on  a snood  of  human  twisted  hair.  Then  there  are 
pre-historic  (somewhat  restored)  hooks  of  neolithic  flint, 
and  one  made  from  a Swiss  boar’s  tusk.  A few  flint 
fish-gorges,  a couple  of  Norwegian  hooks,  with  quick- 
silver in  a sealed  tube  as  the  chief  attraction,  and  the 
case  includes  a compartment  of  modern  Scotch  salmon 
hooks,  and  indiarubber  eels.  Altogether  Mr.  Lovett’s 
contribution  is  worth  coming  for  alone,  it  is  historical. 

Fishes  in  Hot  Water.- A stupid  old  story  relates 
the  profane  language  made  use  of  by  the  fishes  “ When 
Sol’s  perpendicular  rays  illumined  the  depths  of  the  sea.” 

As  to  what  really  happens  on  such  occasions,  some  experi- 
ments just  made  by  the  secretary  of  the  National  Fish 
Culture  Association,  and  reported  by  the  Fish  Culture 
Journal,  give  results  certainly  curious,  and  possibly 
practically  useful.  The  object  was  to  discover  the 
highest  temperature  at  which  fish  can  exist  in  water,  the 

competitors  beingoarp,  gudgeon,  dace, roach, perch,golden 
tench,  common  tench,  trout,  salmon,  and  minnow.  Not  till 
the  water  reached  80  deg.  did  any  signs  of  languor  show 
themselves  ; and  the  first  that  gave  in  was  a perch  at  82. 
Then  followed  retirements  in  the  following  order — roach, 
salmon,  minnow,  gudgeon,  dace,  common  tench,  golden 
tench  -until  the  carp  was  left  winner  of  the  prize  for 
endurance,  holding  out  till  91,  three  degrees  better  than 
the  best  record  below  him.  Having  taken  the  hot  water 
neat  with  what  looked  like  fatal  results,  the  natural 
corrective  was  exhibited  in  the  form  of  brandy,  which, 
to  the  dismay  of  teetotal  practitioners,  presently  set  all 
the  competitors  swimming  about  in  their  normal  con- 
dition just  as  if  nothing  had  happened,  with  the  sole 
exception  of  one  dace,  who  died  a martyr  either  to 
science  or  to,  the  somewhat  heroic  remedy.  Some 
surprise  is  expressed  at  the  endurance  of  the  minnow, 
and  also  of  the  ealraon,  considering  his  especial  need  of 
oxygen,  and  even  at  that  of  the  perch,  who  is  known  to 
have  an  exceptional  and  characteristic  antipathy  to 
warm  water.  It  remains  to  be  shown,  of  course,  in  what  , 
way  pisciculture  is  to  be  practically  benefited  by  the  j 
experiment.  '■ 


Mr.  Alexander  Wright.  Accountant,  of  10.  Everelda-etreet,  , 
Barnsbury,  N.  (member  of  the  Junior  Fly-Fiehers,  4c.).  under-  ■ 
takes  the  auditing  and  balancing  of  every  description  of  accounts 
at  moderate  rates. 
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NOTICE.  
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a guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com- 
munications.   
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Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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STRAY  CASTS. 

(Continued  from  page  48.) 

By  Mona. 

We  had  a sort  of  talking  acquaintance  with 
every  hoat  we  met,  and  knew  fairly  well  what 
was  going  on  at  our  end  of  the  lake.  Hour  for 
hour  our  luck  seemed  quite  up  to  the  average 
mark,  hut  our  late  starts  told  heavily  against  us. 
The  first  day  we  were  out  H.  killed  a nice  fish 
over  21b.,  with  a double  hook  and  casting  line  in 
its  mouth.  We  learned  at  Portumna  who  lost 
the  fish,  on  mentioning  the  style  of  tackle  used. 
The  two  small  hooks  were  tied  together  at 
an  angle  of  60°,  one  being  slightly  higher  than 
the  other.  A drake  is  put  on  each,  and  they 
would  probably  float  very  attractively. 

I hooked  eleven  fish  and  killed  ten.  H.,  with 
whom  I fished  every  day  except  one,  and  who 
killed  seventeen,  at  least  hooked  ten  more,  say 
thirty  in  all.  He  has  a very  heavy  hand.  He 
also  rose  say  another  dozen  that  he  did  not 
touch,  while  I raised  perhaps  half  of  this.  The 
captain  must  have  met  at  least  fifty  fish,  while 
T.  left  two  casting  lines  in  fish,  besides  losing 
several  others.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  my 
record  was  incomparably  the  worst,  tw'O  fish 


rising  to  me  to  about  five  to  H.,  or  seven  to  the 
captain,  but  comparison  with  the  latter  is  not 
worth  much  perhaps,  as  we  did  not  fish  in  the 
same  boat.  On  one  day,  the  last,  I got  three  fish 
to  H.’s  one,  but  on  no  other  occasion  did  I even 
tie  with  him.  Perhaps  no  form  of  angling  levels 
skilful  and  unskilful  more  than  dapping,  so  that 
some  explanation  of  my  wretched  performance 
ought  to  be  forthcoming ; but  I frankly  confess 
myself  at  a loss  to  find  one.  We  all  fished  with 
16ft.  cods,  all  used  similar  blow-lines,  all  used  flies 
gathered  on  the  same  bushes  and  resembling  each 
other  as  one  egg  resembles  another.  H.  offered  a 
remark  once  or  twice  about  the  length  of  my 
line,  my  fly  being  too  far  away  from  the  boat  to 
allow  mo  to  strike  promptly.  But  the  fish  did 
not  rise  for  me  to  strike,  and  up  to  the  moment 
of  striking  distance  was  an  advantage.  7fe  raised 
and  killed  fish  half  a rod’s  length  from  the  boat ; 
my  fish  all  rose  well  out.  I fished  light  gut  with 
the  smallest  hook  that  would  allow  of  two  drakes 
being  impaled  on  it  together.  H.  and  the  captain 
fished  stout  gut,  and  an  anchor  each.  I don’t 
quite  mean  an  anchor  such  as  the  Rodney 
carries  for  instance,  but  a small  anchoi-.  such  as 
might  do,  say,  for  our  own  yacht.  How  two 
unfortunate  drakes  could  carry  such  a mass  of 
steel  for  two  minutes  even  filled  me  with 
bewildered  astonishment.  Y.  started  with  an 
awful  weapon,  which  even  the  captain  ventured 
to  suggest  might  be  replaced  by  something 
lighter,  and  he  probably  was  a loser  by  acting  on 
the  suggestion.  We  put  on  our  flies  in  the  same 
way,  and  my  flies  not  only  floated  erect  but  even 
fluttered  for  upwards  of  twenty  minutes  to  half- 
an-hour  after  being  mounted  ; but  they  fluttered 
in  vain.  I had  a dozen  or  so  of  Clarke’s  and 
Ogden’s  floaters  up  my  sleeve,  too,  for  an  emer- 
gency, but  need  scarcely  say  I was  careful  to 
keep  this  very  dark.  I was  deeply  enough  in 
disgrace  as  it  was. 

Dapping  is  a most  precarious  form  of  sport. 
Calm  bright  weather  is  absolutely  fatal  to  it, 
for  not  only  is  it  almost  impossible  to  approach  a 
rising  fish  near  enough  to  have  any  chance  of 
stirring  him,  but  the  fish  seem  scarcely  to  rise  at 
all  in  such  weather,  however  plentifully  the  flies 
may  be  sprinkled  on  the  water. 

Cross-lines  were  much  in  evidence.  We  saw 
five  hard  at  work,  and  were  in  touch  with  three 
of  the  craft.  The  whole  business  of  cross-lining 
seems  in  a chaotic  state  at  present,  the  question 
of  legality  or  illegality  being  apparently  laid 
upon  the  shelf.  On  payment  of  an  annual  licence 
of  2.5s.  to  a duly  accredited  agent  of  a fishery 
board,  a cross-line  may  be  used,  which  simply  is, 
as  the  name  implies,  a stout  line  of  any  length 
stretched  across  between  two  boats,  and  depending 
from  which  is  a number  of  flies  or  other  lures  on 
foot  links,  at  suitable  intervals.  The  two  boats 
being  steadily  rowed  about  at  a distance  from 
each  other  to  keep  the  line  duly  taut,  fish  rise 
and  get  hooked,  and  are  played  into  whichever 
boat  is  nearest.  This  is  legitimate  cross-line 
fishing,  but  as  it  necessitates  the  employment  of 
two  boats,  and  two  men  at  least  in  each,  one  to 
pull  and  one  to  fish,  human  ingenuity  has  dis- 
covered a substitute  for  the  second  boat,  thus 
enabling  two  men  to  work  the  engine  between 
them.  It  was  found  out  that  if  two  feet  of  an 
ordinary  slight  plank  were  weighted  with  a leaden 
“’keel”  it  would  float  upright,  showing  an  inch 
or  two  of  surface  above  the  water  according  to  the 
weighting  of  the  keel,  and  that  if  the  end  of  the 
cross-line  were  attached  to  this  in  a proper  way  it 
would  hold  a steady  parallel  course  to  the  moving 
boat,  and  carry  the  line  with  its  lures  as  fully  taut 
as  the  angler  desires,  and  also  perform  most 
wonderful  evolutions  in  dexterous  hands,  g-'ing 
round  the  boat  in  a circle,  backing  diving,  and  the 
like.  In  fact,  when  painted  black,  the  board  so 
resembled  the  movements  of  a playful  otter  that 
the  name  it  bears  was  probably  given  to  it  for 
this  reason.  Now  the  “ otter  ” will  fish  the  cross- 
line  to  the  very  last  fly,  for  an  object  so  small  and 
little  conspicuous  will  not  scare  fish  away  to  any 
appreciable  extent.  On  the  other  hand  a boat 
will  spoil  a considerable  area  of  surrounding 
water.  But  this  one  small  advantage  aside — and 
it  is  an  advantage  that  can  be  neutralised  by 
simply  lengthening  the  cross-line  between  the  two 
boats  to  any  desired  extent — the  cross-line  with 
boats  is,  I am  told,  by  far  the  deadliest  way  of 
fishing.  It  can  easily  be  fished  double  the  length 
of  any  otter  line,  can  be  far  better  fished,  owing 


to  the  way  both  ends  are  controlled,  and  not  one 
fish  hooked  is  lost,  to  the  three  or  four  lost  on  the 
otter.  But  as  the  cross-line  necessitates  the  use 
of  two  boats,  with  the  accompanying  incon- 
venience and  expense,  it  is  legalised,  while  the 
more  eligible  “ otter  ” is  declared  an  illegal  engine. 
Surely  the  grand  old  Doctor,  with  his  classic 
definition  of  angling,  would  have  an  additional 
reason  for  his  uncomplimentary  opinion  of  the 
angler  if  he  only  knew  of  the  style  of  legislation 
the  latter  sometimes  affects  ! 

It  appears  that  a year  or  two  ago  a Tipperary 
otter  fisher  swept  Lough  Derg  from  shore  to  shore 
with  a perseverance  and  publicity  which  left 
nothing  to  be  desired.  Becoming  notorious,  a 
delicate  hint  or  two  from  the  Limerick  authori- 
ties reached  him,  but  he  treated  the  monition 
with  scorn  and  contempt.  To  strengthen  their 
position,  the  defied  conservators  published  and 
proclaimed  the  prohibitory  statutes  and  bye-laws 
on  the  subject  at  every  market  cross  and  church 
gate  within  their  jurisdiction.  Many  of  the 
more  timid  and  humble  among  the  otter  fra- 
ternity took  the  alarm,  but  our  hero  continued 
his  devastations  with  a high  hand,  and  snapped 
his  fingers  right  royally  at  “ law  and  order.” 
He  was  prosecuted  and  convicted,  but  finally 
“ made  hares  of  them  all,”  like  his  redoubtable 
name-sake,  Father  O'Plynn  of  blessed  memory. 
He  maintained  (and  sucessfully  in  the  end)  that 
he  used  two  boats,  as  the  Act  rei[uired.  He  had 
appealed  against  the  conviction,  and,  drawing 
his  second  or  auxiliary  craft  from  his  pocket 
with  triumphant  flourish,  behold  a boat  it  was. 
■with  deck  and  leaded  keel,  with  bowsprit  and 
mast,  and  flag  and  furled  sail  (four  square  inches 
of  red  calico)  complete  ! The  Act  did  not  say  a 
crew  was  necessary,  if  it  did  he  was  prepared  to 
find  one.  It  did  not  specify  size  of  boat ; one 
eighteen  inches  over  all  did  him  as  well  as  one 
eighteen  feet.  And  so  he  carried  home  his  craft 
rejoicing.  And,  true  enough,  every  otter  we  saw 
had  a four-inch  mast  with  a red  ensign,  the  size 
of  a postage  stamp,  stuck  to  it,  and  so  the 
‘‘  boat,’’  as  they  were  careful  to  call  it,  was  never 
lost  to  sight  in  heavy  weather.  The  fact  of  the 
matter  seems  to  be  this  : The  conservators,  finding 
their  revenue  seriously  affected  in  consequence 
of  the  O’Flynn  scare,  took  the  alarm,  and  water 
bailiffs  were  warned  to  wink  very  hard.  They 
now  keep  on  winking.  One  of  them  even  assured 
a timid  and  interested  inquirer  that  he  could 
‘'scrape  away”  in  perfect  safety,  as  never  again 
would  otter  fishing  be  interfered  with. 

One  boat  we  looked  into  had  about  twenty 
pounds  of  fish,  and,  to  our  great  astonishment, 
we  saw  them  land  a “ fresh- water  herring,”  or 
pollen,  on  a fly,  a thing  we  never  before  heard  of. 
We  understood  this  fish  is  never  taken  angling. 

A considerable  number  of  the  Lough  Derg 
fish  were  in  poor  condition,  and  they  do  not  in 
general  exhibit  that  fire  when  hooked  which  i.« 
shown  by  the  trout  of  Lough  Ree  higher  up  on 
the  Shannon.  Unfortunately,  however,  the 
Lough  Ree  trout  are  wretched  risers,  though 
game  to  the  last,  and  run  a far  heavier  average 
than  the  Derg  fish.  Few  of  the  latter  exceed  81b. 
in  weight,  and  a 5-pounder  is  one  of  a hundred. 

The  Galway  natives,  we  noticed,  say  “what- 
ever,” not  “ whateff'er,”  the  expression  among 
the  Hielandmen.  They  call  the  lake  the  ‘ broad 
Shannon”;  we  never  heard  one  of  them  use  the 
word  “ Derg.”  Con  made  a most  picturesque 
remark,  which  is  probably  local,  and  which  we 
then  heard  for  the  first  time.  Coming  on  board 
to  see  us  one  day,  and  looking  out  on  the 
raging  lake,  where  the  foam-crested  waves  were 
heavily  rolling,  he  remarked,  “ Bedad,  they’re 
taking  off  their  coats  to  it ! ” The  idea  of  going 
at  it  in  their  white  shirt  sleeves  seemed  very 
happy. 

Derg,  like  the  majority  of  1 rish  lakes,  especially 
the  larger  ones,  gives  little  or  no  sport  with  the 
artificial  fly.  It  seems  to  be  little  netted  or 
poached,  its  coasts  being  very  sparsely  populated, 
and  above  all,  no  good  market  for  tish  being 
readily  accessible. 

Though  somewhat  disappointing  from  the 
angler’s  point  of  view,  our  trip  was  otherwise  a 
most  delightful  one,  and  when,  on  the  day  fort- 
night after  leaving  home,  we  dropped  anchor  at 
Athlone,  the  feeling  most  predominant  with  all 
four  of  us  was  a hope  that  we  might  once  again 
have  another  outing  on  Lough  Derg  when  the 
May-lly  season  of  1891  comes  round. 
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By  Mac. 

It  is  now  quite  apparent  that  on  Scotch  rivers 
generally,  the  angling  for  the  6sh  < f the  summer 
migration  will  be  pretty  much  a failure  this  year. 
Nowhere,  or  at  any  time,  during  what  of  the 
season  has  gone  by  has  the  show  of  grilse  been 
up  to  the  usual  strength.  As  a general  rule  grilse 
should,  and  usually  do,  make  up  more  of  the 
fishing  to  the  rod  and  net  on  Scotch  fisheries  in 
summer,  than  both  salmon  and  grilse  together. 
From  all  quarters,  however,  there  is  still  coming 
the  complaint  that  they  are  a particularly 
“ short  croji  ” this  year. 


With  reference  to  Mr  Angus  Morrison’s, 
Melvick  Hotel,  stocking  of  Sutherlandshire  lochs, 
and  his  own  hatchery  and  rearing  operations,  a 
“ Far  North  ” fish  culturist  has  written  me  : 
“ I saw  one  of  Morrison’s  three-year- olds  the 
other  day — he  sent  it  me  to  see  and  taste ; it  was  a 
beauty  ofl.Ub.,  and  very  pink-fleshed.  He  said 
he  saw  several  larger  ones  on  the  loch  from  which 
it  was  taken.  Our  Ijoch  Leven  fry  here  have 
done  uncommonly  well  this  year ; only  three  or 
four  deaths  in  a week.  Some  are  now  Sin.  to 
4in.  in  length.  The  foni inalis  fry  have  done 
splendidly,  and  are  even  larger.  Where  both 
sorts  are  together,  I turned  in  thousands  of  shell 
snails  which  spawned  on  anything  and  everything, 
until  the  sides  of  the  races  and  ponds  were 
perfectly  coated  with  gelatine-looking  slubbers, 
which  soon  hatched  into  myriads  of  snails.  It 
would  do  your  heart  good  to  see  the  fry  feed. 
Three  or  four  pounds  of  food  they  bolt  out  of 
sight  in  a very  short  time.  I may  send  you  a 
specimen  shortly  to  show  you  how  fast  they  do 
grow.”  

From  the  famous  Loch  Stack,  which  yields  for 
the  year  vastly  more  sea-trout  to  the  rod  than 
any  river  or  other  loch  fishery  in  Scotland,  a 
“ Beay  Forester”  writes  to  me:  “At  last  the  sea- 
trout  have  got  forward  to  Stack  in  fair  numbers, 
notwithstanding  the  Laxford  still  keeps  so  low  as 
not  to  afford  them  the  means  of  getting  freely  up 
it  to  their  summer  quarters.  This  condition  of 
matters  is  enough  to  make  you  understand 
that  the  Laxford’s  own  angling  for  salmon  and 
grilse  is  as  yet  very  much  below  the  standard 
for  July.  Up  to  last  week,  anglers  had  got  no 
larger  fish  than  sea-trout  on  Loch  Stack,  which 
shows  they  were  not  up,  at  least  in  numbers.  I 
have  tried  several  days  for  a few  hours,  but  the 
most  sea-trout  I have  yet  got  at  one  turn  is 
six.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Powys  fished  five  days  the 
other  week  and  got  thirty-eight  of  good  size.  For 
the  ]iresent  time,  which  is  about  the  best,  the 
sport  is  uncommonly  poor  for  Loch  Stack,  but, 
then,  what  could  be  expected,  seeing  that  the 
Laxford,  up  which  the  fish  have  to  run,  is  so  low 
that  the  fords  and  shallows  are  almost  impass- 
aule  


Mr.  Archibald  Harper  writes  : “ I am  sorry 
I have  not  the  capture  of  a big  otter  to  record 
this  week,  as  Colin  Gunn  would  like,  but  I have 
something  as  good.  I caught  eleven  salmon  by 
fair  casting  of  tbe  fly  on  Lochmore  one  day  about 
the  latter  end  of  June.  Surely  this  is  a wonder- 
ful performance  with  the  water  at  its  lowest 
ebb  and  the  weather  at  its  warmest.  There, 
‘ Colin’ ! Study  the  ‘glassie’  properly,  and  who 
knows  but  you  may  do  something  as  wonderful 
yourself  some  day.”  

Our  Deveron  correspondent  writes  : “ In  the 
end  of  last  week  the  mouth  of  the  river  was  com- 
pletely shut  up  with  sand  and  shingle.  Although 
interruptions  at  the  entrance  are  of  annual 
occurrence,  still  it  is  a good  many  years  since  the 
outflow  of  the  water  was  completely  checked. 
This  state  of  matters,  of  course,  is  detrimental  to 
the  fishings,  as  it  completely  shuts  out  the  fish. 
On  Saturday  a new  channel  was  made  through 
the  barrier,  which  liberated  the  pent-up  stream.” 


McBouncer  writeth  : “ In  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  the  8th  inst.  (p.  24),  1 noticed  an  interesting 
article  by  Mr.  Murdoch,  which  contained  sound 
advice  to  anglers  as  to  their  dealings  with  gillies. 
As  a rule  gillies  are  intelligent  and  observant, 
and  anxious  to  do  their  utmost  to  secure  sport 


for  the  ‘ gents.’  Sometimes,  however,  friction 
will  arise  through  misunderstanding,  and  when 
such  is  the  case  farewell  to  sport,  unless  the 
differences  are  squared  up,  or  a change  of  gillie 
is  obtained.  I could  give  several  incidents  to 
illustrate  this,  but  one  may  suffice.  A middle- 
aged  officer,  who  had  spent  most  of  his  time  in 
foreign  service,  found  his  way  to  the  Highlands 
a few  years  ago  for  the  first  time.  His  gillie  was 
a capital  hand,  but  rather  loquacious.  The 
officer,  who  had  always  been  accustomed  to  the 
strict  discipline  of  the  army,  and  the  gulf  which 
there  subsists  between  superiors  and  inferiors, 
thought  the  free  and  easy  familiarities  of  his 
attendant  altogether  out  of  place.  His  ideas  of 
propriety  were  so  outraged  that  he  snubbed  the 
gillie  ; in  fact,  told  him  to  speak  only  when  spoken 
to.  It  must  have  been  a sore  trial  to  a garrulous 
man  like  this  gillie  to  remain  silent  all  day,  but 
he  did  so — only  answering  his  master  in  as  few 
syllables  as  possible  whenever  he  spoke.  They 
had  a hard  day  of  it  wandering  hither  and 
thither  on  the  moor.  On  their  way  home  with 
empty  bags  the  sportsman  was  not  in  the  best  of 
humour.  He  remarked  to  the  gillie  how  dis- 
appointing it  was ; but  how  could  it  be  otherwise 
as  they  saw  neither  beast  nor  bird  they  could  fire 
at?  ‘Yes,  sir,’  said  the  gillie.  ‘What  do  you 
mean  ? ’ retorted  the  officer.  ‘ Surely  you  don’t 
understand  me  : I say  we  have  not  seen  a head 
of  game  the  whole  day.’  ‘ I have,  sir,’  was  the 
laconic  reply.  ‘ Indeed ! and  what  did  you  see  ? ’ 
The  tongue-tied  gillie  now  burst  forth  with  his 
usual  volubility.  ‘ Well,  when  we  was  at  Dal- 
meadhonach  1 seen  a nice  fat  roe-puck  in  tbe 
brackens  apout  forty  yairds  awa’,  and  at  Camus- 
gurachan  I seen  some  plackcock,  and  at  Lubnam- 
birrau  I seen  prown  hares,  and  at  Corrymhuiltein 

I seen ’ ‘ And  why  the  d did  you 

not  tell  me  at  the  time  ? ’ interrupted  the  in- 
furiated sportsman.  ‘ Jist  pecaase  you  ordered 
that  I wasna  to  sjioke  at  aal  until  I was  to  be 
spoken  to.’  The  officer  used  language  which  need 
not  be  reproduced  here ; the  letter  D occupied  a 
prominent  position  as  an  initial  to  some  of  his 
expletives.  The  gillie  lost  his  place.  He  is  now 
a canny  crofter  living  within  a,  few  miles  from 
where  this  is  penned.” 

Low,  very  low  indeed,  though  the  water  has 
been,  sea-trout  have  got  tip  the  Earn  and  Almond, 
tributaries  of  the  Tay,  and  some  few  of  them 
were  caught  by  anglers  last  week.  This  indicates 
how  determinately,  once  their  season  for  ascent 
has  arrived,  sea-trout  will  force  their  way  inland 
under  conditions  the  most  deterring,  and  when 
it  seems  a complete  mystery  how  they  can 
manage  it.  They  are  “ strong  ” on  pushing  over 
shallows,  garths,  and  fords  under  cover  of  the 
darkness,  as  also  when  the  wind  is  violent  ; and 
this  doubtless  for  the  reason — though  they  may 
have  no  reason  themselves — that  they  may  be 
unseen  or  see  nothing  to  frighten  them. 
When  running  they  are  particularly  sharp  and 
shy  fish.  

Last  week  at  the  finish  of  the  Bredalbane 
Angling  Club’s  competition  on  Loch  Tay,  the  first 
prizeman  was  awarded  a fishing  rod,  presented 
by  the  Marquis  del  Bozzo,  and  the  second  prize- 
man a fishing  book,  presented  by  Mr.  Maisey, 
hotelkeeper,  Killin.  

The  Lews  mixed  fishing— that  for  salmon, 
grilse,  and  sea-trout  all  together — which  on  some 
of  the  streams  and  their  lochan  expansions  is  the 
best  of  the  kind  got  in  Scotland  in  summer, 
does  not  seem  generally  to  be  coming  up  to  the 
mark  this  year.  This,  too,  is  the  month  and 
about  the  time  of  it  when  sport  is  usually  in  its 
full  flush. 


The  Awe — the  largest  and  best  summer  season 
river  of  Argyllshire — I learn  from  Mr.  Macdonald, 
of  Taynuilt  Hotel,  is  giving  few  grilse  and  salmon 
to  the  rod  at  present.  Regarding  his  own  fishery 
he  says : — “ 1 am  sorry  that  we  have  not  yet  had 
sufficient  rain.  The  river,  however,  is  by  no 
means  too  low  for  fairish  angling,  but  it  stands 
greatly  in  need  of  a freshening  up.  Plenty  of 
salmon  and  grilse  are  to  be  seen  showing  and 
leaping  in  the  pools,  but  none  of  the  anglers 
here  have  managed  to  kill  any  tor  some  time 
past.  Surely  we  will  get  on  better  now,  seeing 
that  the  best  time  of  all  is  about  with  us. 


Another  foot  of  water  would  improve  the  chances 
greatly.  In  the  meantime  we  have  plenty  of  sea- 
trout,  of  weights  from  lib.  to  4|lb.” 

For  last  week,  the  sport  with  sea-trout  in  the 
Kyle  of  Durness  fell  away  considerably.  The 
average  take  to  the  rod  in  the  day  did  not  much 
exceed  81b.,  and  the  best  take  of  all  was  not  more 
than  eight  sea-trout,  121b.  Johnnie  Sutherland 
says : — “ The  Dionard  has  at  last  risen  and  brought 
the  sea-pools  of  the  Kyle  into  ply ; and  I there- 
fore think  that  with  the  opportunity  now  pre- 
sented for  fly-fishing,  and  the  lots  of  fresh  fish 
coming  into  the  Kyle,  the  chances  of  sport  for 
some  time  to  come  look  much  brighter.” 


The  first  prizeman  in  the  Stirling  Club’s  com- 
petition on  Loch  Leven  on  Tuesday  was  Mr.  R.  T. 
Annan,  Bridge  of  Allan,  with  seven  trout,  101b. 
lOoz.  


This  is  no  joke.  Adam’s  estate  of  Eden  is  for 
sale.  This  compact  and  beautiful  little  place 
would  be  certain  to  prove  a perfect  paradise  to 
(if  bought  by)  a keen  angler.  As  part  and  parcel 
of  it,  there  are  exclusive  angling  (besides  net 
fishing)  rights  on  the  Deveron,  renowned  for  its 
early  trouting  and  its  autumn  salmon  angling. 
When  Mr.  Adam,  banker,  Aberdeen,  now  deceased, 
purchased  Eden  some  ten  years  ago  it  was  re- 
marked at  the  time,  that  “ this  transference  of 
Eden  to  Adam  looks  uncommonly  like  Paradise 
Regained.”  

Inferring  from  the  results  obtained  by  anglers, 
it  can  scarcely  be  thought  that  the  Salmo  ferox 
has  been  foraging  very  actively  in  the  Scotch 
lochs  of  late.  The  only  captures  recorded  for  the 
week,  that  I have  heard  of,  are — Loch  Shin,  2.Ub., 
S^lb.,  41b.,  7Jlb.,  and  7Hb. ; Loch  Awe,  31b. ; Locbs 
Oskewitch  and  Skinaskink,  61b.  and  71b. ; Loch 
Garry,  41b. ; Loch  Gama,  3|lb. — with  fly.  Some 
half  dozen  very  pretty  trout,  each  weighing 
between  2|lb.  and  3Hb.,  were  caught  on  Loch 
Raunoch.  


The  splendid  sporting  estate  of  Knoydart, 
belonging  to  Mr.  John  Baird,  was  sold  the  other 
day  to  Mr.  E.  S.  Barlow,  Galston  Park,  Harlow. 
It  includes  a grand  deer  forest  and  the  Guiseran 
angling — the  best  river  angling  for  sea-trout  on 
that  part  of  the  West  Coast.  Knoydart  in  former 
times  was  part  of  the  extensive  estates  of  the 
Macdonells,  chieftains  of  Glengarry. 

Generally,  loch  fishing  for  trout  is  now  getting 
a bit  stale ; but  in  lots  of  lochs  the  sport  is  still 
keeping  up  very  well.  Loch  Leven  which  can- 
not be  classed  as  a wild  trout  loch,  has  not  been 
so  greatly  run  upon  for  some  time  past,  but  it 
nevertheless  has  kept  fairly  well  up  in  its  fishing, 
yielding  to  several  rods  baskets  of  over  201b. 

An  Aberdeen  correspondent  writes : — “ Salmon 
are  still  doing  fairly  well.  Lots  of  very  fine  fish 
were  landed  last  week,  of  weights  from  151b.  to 
201b.,  and  the  average  would  be  from  121b.  to 
151b.  Several  have  been  got  about  301b.,  and  one 
of  471b.  was  got  at  Macduff.  The  Dee  district 
has  been  doing  better  last  week,  but  the  Don 
district  was  rather  poor  on  Thursday  and  Friday, 
owing  to  a heavy  sea  which  broke  a good  miny 
of  the  nets  adrift.  Neither  the  sea  nor  the  river 
are  doing  so  well  as  they  should  at  this  season. 
Barring  the  bad  days  in  the  end  of  last  week  the 
weather  on  the  whole  keeps  very  favourable.  I 
do  not  think  the  fish  are  on  the  coast  in  any 
quantity  in  the  meantime.  Grilse  are  not  coming 
on  as  they  ought  at  this  time.  They  are  not 
looking  well  either,  and  I am  afraid  they  will  be 
a failure  this  season.  Some  days  the  average 
weight  would  not  exceed  3|lb  , very  few  reaching 
51b.  or  61b.  The  best  of  the  sea-trout  fishing  is 
over,  still  a few  are  being  got  of  very  fine  quality, 
their  average  weight  is  about  l.^b.,  and  they  are 
being  got  up  to  as  high  as  91b.  A beautiful 
hybrid  was  caught  on  Tuesday.  It  was  partly 
trout  and  partly  grilse — a nice  little  fish  of  41b. 
weight.”  

The  Mackay  scored  heavily  in  the  end  of  last 
W'eek  among  the  obstinate  fish  that  had  lain  so 
long  winking  one  eye  at  the  anglers  on  the  Kin- 
cardine O’Neil  reaches  of  the  Dee.  \Ye  wish  him 
renewed  luck. 
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For  several  weeks  past  splendid  takes  of  very 
large  trout  have  been  secured  all  along  the  Don 
and  Ueveron  by  anglers  llshing  late  in  the  evening 
and  into  the  dark  with  worm,  par-tail,  and 
natural  minnow.  A friend  of  mine  had  a big 
day  and  night  lately  on  the  Don,  a good  many 
miles  above  Alford.  He  went  out  in  the  morning 
about  seven,  and  stuck  to  it  until  about  eleven  at 
night.  His  take  included  five  or  six  trout  of 
weights  between  lib.  and  2:|lb. ; a trout  of  ilHb., 
aud  one  of  d|lb.,  besides  over  a dozen  of  weights 
from  |lb.  upwards.  Most  of  this  basket  was 
made  between  7 p.m.  and  10  p.m. 


On  the  Kyle  of  Tongue  sport  was  not  specially 
good  last  week,  yet  most  of  the  sea-trout  caught 
were  of  very  good  weights. 


Mr.  Young,  Lairg  schoolhouse,  writes:  “From 
Saturday  night  to  Monday  evening  last  the 
measured  rainfall  at  Lairg  was  0 82  inch.  The 
feeders  at  Loch  Shin  are  now  in  small  spate,  and 
it  is  expected  the  Shin  will  be  ‘ down  ’ before 
to-morrow.  This  rain  was  very  general,  and 
angling — salmon  angling  in  particular — should 
be  ‘looking  up.’  During  the  rain  salmon  were 
seen  leaping  the  Shin  falls,  and  several  nice  fish 
were  observed  in  the  Lady’s  pool,  a well-known 
cast  on  the  upper  waters.  Have  you  ever  known 
an  angler  to  be  attacked  by  otters  ? Such  was 
the  experience  of  a local  angler  who  was  trout 
fishing  near  the  Sluie  pool  on  the  Upper  Shin 
waters  the  other  week.” 


G.  M.  M.,  Deeside,  writes : “ Seldom  has 
angling  been  at  such  a discount.  A good  few 
fish  are  in  the  pools,  but  no  one  seems  caring  to 
try  for  them.  Sir  Wm.  Brook’s  fishermen,  and 
the  guests  at  the  Invercauld  Arms,  Ballater,  are 
the  only  rods  that  are  out.  The  results  of  the 
past  week  were  very  gratifying,  considering  the 
fluctuation  of  weather  and  water.  Grilse  were 
coming  freely  to  the  fiy,  and  more  than  one 
angler  on  the  mid-reaches  made  a good  pull. 
Autumn  waters  are  at  a premium  already,  and 
the  most  likely  sections  on  the  Dee  have,  in  almost 
every  instance,  been  arranged  for.  A timous 
flood  towards  the  end  of  August,  when  the  nets 
are  off  for  good,  makes  all  the  difference  between 
a good  and  a bad  season.  The  middle  of 
September,  however,  is  the  busiest  period  when 
favoured  with  good  round  waters.” 


“ Hison  ” writes  me  : “ Anglers  in  Inverness- 
shire  are  heartily  sick  of  the  drought.  Inver- 
garry  Hotel  is  all  but  empty — a rare  thing  in  the 
month  of  July,  as  in  former  seasons  it  used  to  be 
crowded.  And  what  is  the  reason  ? Simply  that 
the  worthy  proprietor  cannot  give  favourable 
accounts  of  the  state  of  Loch  Garry.  Loch 
Quoich,  Loch  Garry,  and  Loch  Oich,  which  act  as 
reservoirs  to  their  cognomenal  rivers,  are 
exceedingly  low.  Loch  Oich  will  have  to  rise 
six  feet  before  a drop  of  water  crosses  the  weir 
which  forms  the  head  or  source  of  River  Oich. 
Mr.  Flasket,  staying  at  the  Lovat  Arms,  Fort 
Augustus,  landed  a salmon  to-day  which  weighed 
131b.,  but  it  was  as  dark  in  the  colour  as  ‘ Old 
Nick  ’ gets  the  credit  of  being.  He  had  also  a nice 
basket  of  Loch  Ness  trout.  He  has  been  rather 
successful  lately.  The  drought  never  interferes 
with  the  trout  angling  on  Loch  Ness,  and  if  the 
day  is  favourable  there  is  every  chance  of  good 
sport.  Mr.  Mellor,  Post  Office  Buildings,  is  doing 
well  among  trout  and  large  pike  in  the  Kyltra 
reach  of  the  canal,  and  also  on  Loch  Tarff — the 
latter  privilege  he  has  from  Mr.  E.  Ross,  shooting 
tenant.  He  landed  to-day,  off  Loch  Tarff,  about 
four  dozen  nice  trout  averaging  three  to  the 
pound.”  

Our  Spey  correspondent  writes:  “Anglers 
have  come  from  the  river  so  often  with  ‘ aching 
arms  and  hacks  ’ and  empty  baskets,  that  they 
have  now  almost  ceased  to  try  the  fishing. 
Only  an  odd  salmon  is  being  got,  and  grilse  are 
very  shy.  It  is  feared  there  will  be  little  im- 
provement until  the  net  fishing  is  closed.  Such 
is  the  accumulation  of  bottom  growth  and  filth 
that  it  will  take  a ‘ roaring  ’ flood  to  clean  it  out. 
The  salmon  fishing  on  the  coast  keeps  up  remark- 
ably well.” 


IN'rLRM8'lTN(J  EXPERIMENT’S  IN 
RRBEUING  SALMON. 


Mr.  .1.  W.  Wheluon,  of  Burgate,  Pickering, 
who  has  occasionally  contributed  to  our  columns 
during  the  past  ten  years  or  more,  has  been 
making  some  experiments  with  salmon  milt  and 
ova,  and  in  a letter  to  a friend  gives  an  interest- 
ing account  of  one  or  two  of  them,  which  we  have 
pleasure  in  publishing.  We  believe  that  the 
time  Mr.  Wheldon  succeeded  in  keeping  the 
milt  is  the  longest  on  record.  The  late  Dr. 
Francis  Day,  in  his  work  on  the  “ Salmonidie  of 
Britain,”  p.  2-55,  mentions  a case  of  successful 
impregnation  of  Loch  Leven  trout  ova  with 
salmon  milt,  which  had  been  kept  in  a tightly- 
corked  soda-water  bottle  for  some  time;  the 
number  of  hours  is  not  mentioned,  but  from  the 
evening  of  one  day  to  some  time  the  next  day ; 
and  he  mentions  previously  trout  milt  being 
successfully  used  more  than  four  hours  after  it 
was  taken.  Mr.  Wheldon’s  experiment  was 
successful  after  96  hours,  and  proves  that  it 
would  he  quite  possible  to  impregnate  eggs  taken 
in  the  South  of  England  with  milt  from  the 
North  of  Scotland.  We  congratulate  Mr.  Wheldon 
on  his  success,  and  hope  he  will  be  encouraged  to 
make  further  experiments. 

Here  are  the  extracts  from  his  letter  : 

“Burgate,  Pickering,  June  29,  1893. 

“ Dear  Sir, — In  your  last  letter  you  said  that 
you  were  anxiously  waiting  to  hear  the  result  of 
my  experiments  with  salmon  ova.  &c.  Well!  I 
am  glad  to  tell  you  that  the  No.  6,  the  most 
important  of  all,  turned  out  as  1 expected. 

(3. — Milt  taken  from  a 20lb.  male  salmon  (head 
of  the  tidal  water  of  the  Esk)  on  Monday, 
Dec.  19,  about  1.1-5  p.m. ; bottled,  carried  home 
in  my  breast  pocket,  and  same  evening  stood  into 
one  of  my  hatching  trays,  so  as  to  keep  it  at  as 
even  a temperature  as  possible,  of  course  tightly 
corked  (some  of  the  same  milt  you  got).  On  the 
Friday  following,  96  hours  after  taking  the  milt, 
or  rather  more,  as  the  tides  being  later  every 
day,  we  had  more  time,  at  the  very  first  try 
with  the  net  got  a beautiful  161b.  female  salmon, 
just  ripe;  in  two  minutes  or  less  she  ran  about 
6000  eggs  into  the  dish,  which  were  milted  with 
the  milt  from  the  male  fish  taken  on  the  Monday 
previous.  Those  eggs  hatched  fairly  well,  much 
better,  indeed,  than  1 could  have  hoped,  and  they 
were  strong  and  healthy  up  to  when  I took  them 
back  and  turned  them  into  their  native  river,  the 
Esk.  The  loss  of  dead  ova  was  more  than 
No.  1 experiment;  but  the  great  point  is  this, 
that,  firstly,  I prove  that  a cross  (salmon)  can  be 
got  with  any  particular  breed  by  arranging 
beforehand,  and  then  telegrams  when  to  send 
the  milt  in  a bottle  (properly  packed  of  course). 
From  Thurso  to  Whitby  it  could  come  in  about 
26  hours  ; well,  my  No.  6 experiment  was  96 
hours.  If  it  could  live  and  thrive  after  96  hours, 
the  shorter  time  is  safe.  Secondly,  the  advantage 
to  be  gained  by  any  board  in  introducing  fresh 
blood,  or  trying  to  raise  the  average  size  in  any 
given  river ; or  trying  to  get  an  earlier  run  of 
fish,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Whitby  Board  (crossing 
with  the  Thurso  breed).  The  result  will  be 
gained  just  five  years  sooner  by  milt  in  a bottle 
than  by  the  old  way  of  fetching  ova.  They  have 
to  hatch,  two  years  after  go  to  the  sea  as  smolts, 
two  years  after  come  back  as  grilse,  next  year  as 
salmon ; then  they  breed,  and  it  is  another  four 
or  five  years  before  that  cross  can  tell  on  a river. 
I have  to  thank  the  Esk  Board  for  their  kindness 
in  helping  me  in  these  experiments.  No  board 
that  1 could  hear  of  wanted  any  young  salmon, 
so  about  the  middle  of  June  1 took  the  whole 
lot  back,  about  11,000,  and  turned  them  into  the 
Esk  and  its  tributaries,  where  I thought  best. 
The  nets  on  the  coast  are  getting  a nice  lot  of  fish 
just  now;  there  are  thirty-four  licences  as 
against  twenty-six  last  year.  Some  of  them  last 
year  made  U15  to  1:30  in  a night.  First  salmon 
in  Esk  killed  by  rod  on  July  5.  You  are  quite 
welcome  to  show  this  letter  to  Mr.  Marston,  as 
salmon  breeding  is  really  a matter  of  public 
importance.”  


Last  Saturday,  at  an  early  hour,  the  Annan 
water  bailiffs  made  an  important  capture  of 
illegal  fishing  gear.  Ten  poachers  were  surprised 
in  the  early  morning,  and  five  fishing  boats 
captured,  with  upwards  of  lOOO  yards  of  nets. 


^att%  anil  €>ucries 

Game  Prospects  in  the  North. — 'I'he  nearer 
the  approach  of  the  shooting  season  the  more 
propitious  and  assuring  are  the  prospects.  Every 
kind  of  game  is  in  forward  condition;  like  the 
surrounding  vegetation  it  is  fully  a month  before 
the  normal  average.  Grouse  will  be  very  strong 
and  heavy  birds,  and  driving  is  almost  certain  to 
be  general,  even  at  the  start.  Deer  were  never  in 
better  coat  and  colour  at  this  season.  Partridge 
will  bejgot  at  by  the  1st,  which  is  seldom  the  case 
in  the  north,  nor  are  they  most  often  worth,  but 
this  season  they  will  be  strong  and  plentiful,  and 
the  ground  if  not  cleared  at  least  in  stack. 
Altogether  the  season  promises  to  be  much  more 
than  an  average  one  on  every  hand.  Not  a 
whisper  of  disease  yet. 

Big  Kennet  Trout  at  Newbury. — The  lapse 
of  years  is  apt  to  cast  a glamour  around  deeds 
with  rod  and  line.  The  capture  of  a few  large 
trout  close  by  Newbury  bridge  has  excited  a deal 
of  attention,  and  as  the  Fishing  Gazette  is  always 
desirous  of  correcting  inaccuracies,  especially  in 
home  fish  stories,  it  might  be  as  well  to  state  that 
a 10|lb.  trout  was  caught,  while  using  potato 
as  bait,  by  Charles  Slocock,  Esq.,  of  Donnington, 
the  senior  partner  of  the  Old  Bank,  whose 
premises  are  situate  in  the  south-west  approaches 
of  Newbury  bridge,  close  by  the  latter  of  which 
the  fine  fish  was  with  difficulty  landed.^^  The 
angler  might  of  course  have  been  “ broken  ” with 
the  lOi-pounder,  and  possibly  also  by  the  16- 
pounder  and  a bit  over  that  was  treated  to  a 
meal  every  day  for  some  time  before  a net 
enmeshed  the  large  fish  in  its  “ sleeping  apart- 
ments ” in  the  ever-trouty  Town  Mill-tail,  by  a 
relative  of  Mrs.  Knight’s,  the  tenant  of  the  mill. 
The  late  Lord  Craven  killed  a 201b.,  also  an 
18jlb.,  and  two  other  trout  lOilb.  and  81b.,  in  his 
lordship’s  preserved  water  at  Enborne  and 
Hamstead  Marshall.  Mr.  Bishop  is  the  resident 
sporting  tenant  of  the  above  fine  property.  Mr. 
Marcus  H.  Lewis  caught  a few  heavy  trout  and 
other  large  fish  at  Ham  Mills  aud  the  adjoining 
waters  at  Greenham  during  his  uncle’s  (Mr. 
Champion)  lifetime,  and  while  Mr.  Lewis  himself 
worked  the  mills,  subsequently.  Among  other 
fish,  was  a 141b.  barbel,  a pike  of  2-51b.,  a brace  of 
trout,  9flb.  and  8flb.,  beside  a Kennet  chub  of 
51b.  No  doubt  the  Angling  Club,  formed  many 
years  ago,  of  which  the  late  Stephen  Hemsted, 
M.D.,  of  Newbury,  the  late  Archer  Croft,  Esq., 
of  Greenham  Lodge,  and  the  late  Rev.  F.  Merrick, 
were  the  leading  spirits,  tended  to  improve  the 
water  at  Hambridge,  Mr.  Tull’s  Old  River  water, 
and  higher  up  at  Greenham.  The  late  fox- 
hunting correspondent  of  the  Field  and  Land  and 
Water  (Mr.  Mackrill)  had  a day’s  fishing  now  and 
then  some  years  back  with  his  sporting  friends. 
Dr.  Hemsted,  sen.,  and  others  ; and  the  action  of 
the  old  club  improved  the  water.— W.  F. 


An  Angler  Drowned  by  his  Line  and  Creel, 
—Mr.  Tattersall,  of  Thornliebank,  fishing  the 
loch  on  the  Eaglesham  estate,  was  changing  his 
seat  in  the  boat,  when  his  line,  becoming 
entangled  with  his  legs,  caused  the  boat  to 
capsize,  and  the  whole  of  the  occupants  were 
thrown  into  the  river.  All  were  saved  but  IVlr. 
Tattersall,  who  was  a good  swimmer.  His  death 
is  attributed  to  his  being  hampered  with  his 
creel. 

“More  than  half  a century  ago,”  says  C.  AY. 
Dod  in  the  Field,  “ fishing  for  barbel  with  a piece 
of  lead  resting  on  the  bottom  ivas,  and  perhaps 
still  is,  called  on  the  Trent  fishing  with  a lodge- 
plumb.  When  I went  as  a boy  to  Eton,  I found 
that  the  same  mode  of  fishing  was  called  on  the 
Thames  ‘ fishing  with  a ledger.’  From  that  time 
to  this  I have  never  doubted  that  ‘ ledge,  ledger, 
lodge  ’ were  derivatives  with  kindred  meanings 
and  etymology.  On  looking  into  several  English 
dictionaries,  I find  my  belief  supported  ^by 
Richardson,  who  gives  Anglo-Saxon  lec-gan,  to 
lie  at  rest,’  as  the  root  of  all  these  words.  Skeat 
is  less  clear,  and  I must  say  less  satisfactory  as 
to  derivation.  But  a ‘ledger,'  whether  applied 
to  a book  or  a lump  of  lead,^  is  that  which  ‘ lies  at 
rest.’  See  also  Latham's  Dictionary  under 
‘ Ledger  and  Ledge.’  ” 
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SCOTCH  FISHERIES. 

SALMON,  GRILSE,  AND  SEA-TROUT. 


By  W.  Murdoch. 


Other  than  Mr.  MacDonald’s  (Grant  Arms 
Hotel)  fishery  there  is  no  rented  stretch  of  the 
Upper  Spey  whereon  the  tourist  angler  may 
enjoy  the  pastime  of  salmon  angling,  free  or 
nominally  free.  But  farther  in  amongst  the  hills, 
and  truly  in  the  wilds,  a section  of  the  Spey’s 
tributary,  the  Truim,  he  will  find  at  his  disposal, 
in  virtue  of  putting  up  at  Dalwhinnie  Hotel. 
.1  uly  and  August  are  the  best  months  for  getting 
the  freshest  run  grilse  of  the  Truim  ; and  those 
who  understand  the  casts,  or  who  have  with  them 
a gillie  who  does,  are  not  unlikely,  when  the 
water  is  in  ply,  to  get  hold  of  a fish  or  two. 

On  the  Feugh — the  best  of  all  the  Dee’s  tribu- 
taries for  the  migratory  sahnonidce — there  is  now, 
I learn  from  our  Deeside  corre- 
spondent, permission  to  be  had 
from  the  Whitestone  innkeeper  to 
fish  the  Blackball  section  ot  this 
pretty  little  stream.  Permits,  also, 
for  the  Dye,  and  other  reaches  of 
the  Feugh,  are  usually  not  difficult 
to  obtain.  When  just  in  perfect 
fettle  the  best  parts  of  these 
streams  are  splendid  in  midsummer 
in  respect  of  their  grilse  and  sea- 
trout  angling.  Feughside  or  White- 
stone  Inn  is  about  five  miles  from 
Banchory  on  the  Deeside  Railway. 

On  the  Findhorn,  near  Forres, 
there  is  of  the  lower  reaches  a con- 
siderable stretch,  extending  from 
the  Red  Craig  to  the  sea,  that  can 
be  fished  by  ticket — for  the  day,  the 
week,  the  mouth,  or  the  season — of 
the  Forres  Angling  Association. 

The  time  of  the  year  has  now  arrived 
when,  with  conditions  of  weather, 
wind,  and  water  all  right  generally, 
the  sea-trout  commence  to  show 
well,  and  the  angling  for  the  best 
conditioned  of  them  begins  in 
earnest.' 

Already  some  capital  fishing  has 
been  had  on  the  Nairn  for  the 
splendid  sea-trout,  native  to  this 
pretty  little  stream,  that  ascend  in 
the  summer  time  when  the  water  is 
sufficient  in  volume.  Most  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  Nairn  readily 
grant  permits  to  such  anglers  of 
respectability  as  they  know  any- 
thing about.  All  the  three  rivers 
in  line — the  Findhorn,  the  Nairn, 
and  the  Ness — should  very  soon 
now  have  their  angling  for  the 
prime-conditioned  and  mettlesome 
sea-trout  of  the  summer  run  going 
briskly  on.  All  that  is  wanted  is  a 
right  state  of  weather  and  water — 
that  existing,  the  fish  will  be 
forward  as  usual,  and  be  .found  to 
take.  Of  the  Ness,  there  is  a fine 
fishing  stretch  belonging  to  the 
town,  which  the  Town  Council  of 
Inverness  throws  open  to  the 
public  every  eighth  lawful  day.  It 
is  not  to  be  denied  that  it  is  hard 
fished,  yet  among  the  anglers  who 
fish  it  there  are  several  (both  native  and  tourist) 
who  frequently  have  two  or  more  grilse  in  a day, 
with  a good  take  of  sea-trout  in  addition.  This 
year’s  free  fishing  days  that  are  still  to  go  are 
July  29,  Aug.  8,  17,  26,  Sept.  5,  14,  23,  Oct.  3,  11. 
August  and  September  are  far  and  away  the  best 
months  for  the  grilse  angling. 

By  residing  at  either  of  the  two  principal 
hotels  at  Strathpeffer,  a noted  health  resort, 
and  the  most  fashionable  watering  place  in  the 
tiorth,  .anglers  can  enjoy  the  privilege  of  river 
angling  for  salmon  and  grilse.  The  dual  river 
Conon-Blackwater  is  now  the  best  cared  for 
of  all  the  Ross-shire  rivers.  Mr.  Wallace,  of 
the  Spa  Hotel,  rents,  for  his  visitors’  amuse- 
ment, the  angling  on  a stretch  of  the  Conon  and 
on  the  whole  of  its  best  yielding  tributary,  the 
Meig.  W'ith  conditions  right,  July  proves  the 
liest  month  as  a whole  for  the  Conon.  and 
August  for  the  JMeig.  The  fishing  is  easily  got 


at  by  driving;  so  also  is  the  Blackwater  fishing 
attached  to  the  Ben  Wyvis  Hotel.  The  latter  is 
over  the  lower  half  of  the  river  below  Contin 
Bridge.  After  August  1,  this  fishery,  from 
another  length  being  attached,  embraces  the 
upper  half  of  the  river  from  Contin  Bridge  to 
the  Falls  of  Rogie,  a most  picturesque  piece  of 
river  scenery,  where  salmon  and  grilse,  attempt- 
ing to  clear  the  falls,  may  often  be  seen  in  great 
numbers.  The  water  is  nicely  broken  up,  and 
the  casts  in  the  fishery,  which  are  numerous, 
include  the  Junction,  the  Bridge,  the  Long,  the 
Preserve,  the  Step,  the  Flat,  and  the  Fall 
])00ls. 

The  Kyle  of  Sutherland  often  gives  capital 
sea-trout  fishing  about  this  time  of  the  year. 
Its  best  parts  are  those  from  about  op])osite 
Bonar  Bridge  up  to  Shin  mouth,  at  which  there 
is  a fine  cast  for  grilse  or  salmon  when  the  water 
is  in  right  state.  Inveran  Hotel  and  Bonar 
Bridge  Hotel  are  both  very  handy  for  the  Kyle 


sea-trout  fishing,  which,  from  being  chiefly  with 
fly.  is  very  nice  sport. 

One  of  the  prettiest  and  most  extensive  of  the 
hotel  lengths  of  river  that  fall  to  me  to  mention 
is  that  of  the  Carron,  Easter  Ross,  connected 
with  the  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  Ardgay. 
There  are  many  splendid  pools  and  streams  in 
this  fishery,  and  on  the  two  or  three  lower  ones 
(owing  to  the  observance  of  the  weekly  slap) 
there  is  a very  good  chance  on  Saturday  nighc  or 
Monday  morning  of  a fish  or  two  being  got.  But, 
because  they  are  holding  or  stock  pools,  those 
fine  rocky  ones  higher  up,  about  and  above 
Brelangwell,  are  more  certain.  Tae  Carron  is  ; 
a beautiful  type  of  a river,  but  the  great  fault 
with  it  is  that  it  soon  runs  out.  Yet  even  when 
very  low  its  rock-bound  fast- water  catches  yield 
sport.  A mistake  with  most  Carron  anglers,  as  ^ 
I have  conclusively  demonstrated,  is  that  they 
fish  with  much  too  large  flies  in  summer. 


The  Fleet  at  the  Mound  presents  rare  good 
chances  for  sea-trout  fishing  in  June  and  July, 
when  tides  and  water  are  right.  The  Claret  and 
Mallard,  or  Mound  fly,  is  a great  nailer  here,  but 
others  mentioned  by  me  in  my  list  of  sea-trout 
flies  for  the  “ Far  North  ” have  proved 
equally  deadly  of  recent  years.  The  late 
Mr.  Andrew  A^oung,  of  Invershin,  than 
whom  there  was  no  greater  authority  in  his 
day,  on  the  rivers  and  fisheries  generally 
of  the  North,  and  their  fish,  says  : “ The  Fleet  runs 
below  a stone  bridge  in  the  famous  Fleet  Mound 
— certainly  one  of  the  finest  embankments  in  the 
North,  1029  yards  in  length — and  falls  into  a 
shallow  estuary,  which  is  little  more  than  sand 
banks  at  low- water,  but  at  high-water  the  tide 
flows  to  a considerable  distance  up  the  river,  and, 
of  course,  the  fish  run  up  with  it ; but  if  the  river 
be  in  a very  low  state  at  the  time,  part  of  the  fish  are 
sure  to  return  with  the  ebbing  tide,  particularly 
in  June  and  July.  About  a mile  down  the 
estuary,  at  a point  near  Skebo 
Castle,  the  salmon  take  the  fly  very 
w'ell  in  the  salt-water  during  June, 
July,  and  part  of  August.  This 
is  the  only  spot  in  the  kingdom, 
that  I am  aware  of,  wKere  angling 
salmon  has  been  successfully  prac- 
tised in  salt-water.  Mr.  George 
Ross,  the  present  tenant  of  Torboll 
in  this  neighbourhood,  was  the 
first  to  bring  this  salt-water  spot 
into  repute  as  an  angling  stance. 
He  made  the  attempt — he  caught 
salmon  with  the  fly — and  since  that 
time  many  others  have  killed  them 
there  also.” 

Being,  when  in  right  trim,  fre- 
quented by  lots  of  sea-trout,  the 
tidal  waters  of  the  Brora  present 
to  the  tourist  angler  chances  of 
fairish  baskets  About  this  time 
of  the  year,  when  sea-trout  are 
leaving  the  sea  to  run  inland,  the 
sport  usually  is  best.  Night,  or 
late  evening,  fishing  is  greatly  in 
vogue  here ; and  the  man  to  give 
the  straight  tip  to  the  stranger  is 
Ihe  well-known,  popular,  and  genial 
Professor,  who  himself,  when  he 
fishes,  is  invariably  the  top  scorer. 

The  sport  obtained  on  the  tide- 
way of  the  Helmsdale,  the  next 
river,  is  hardly  worth  mentioning. 
But  on  the  Berriedale,  Dunbeath, 
and  Wester,  all  streams  farther 
north,  first-rate  fishing  is  fre- 
quently had  — on  the  Berriedale 
from  now  to  September  for  salmon, 
grilse,  and  sea-trout,  on  the  Dun- 
beath for  sea-trout,  and  on  the 
Wester  and  Loch  Wester  for  sea- 
trout  of  a great  size.  But  to  angle 
on  all  or  any  of  these  waters  one 
must  have  special  permits  or  be 
/ invited. 

The  Thurso  does  not  offer  much 
inducement  at  this  season ; and,  in 
any  case,  it  is  all  rented  by  sports- 
men, as  also  now  is  the  fine  little 
river  Forss,  on  which  last  year  Mr. 
Angus  Morrison,  of  the  Reay  Hotel, 
had  a rod. 

Mr.  Morrison,  however,  has  ang- 
ling on  the  Halladale  river  in 
connection  with  his  other  house,  Melvich 
Hotel.  He,  as  well  as  mine  popular  host 
of  the  Forsinard  Hotel,  Mr.  George  Murray,  is 
ever  ready  to  show  sport,  if  sport  can  be  had 
at  all.  Both  have  river  fishings  which  they 
let  out  to  their  guests.  A salmon  or  grilse  and 
some  sea-trout  may  be  got  when  the  water  is  in 
ply  ; but  the  Halladale  runs  out  even  more  quickly 
than  the  Carron,  hence  is  not  much  to  be  depended 
on  for  sport.  The  chances  are  all  to  those  who 
are  on  the  spot  when  it  gets  into  fettle. 

The  Naver’s  tideway  at  Bettyhill  of  Farr  used 
about  this  time  of  the  year  to  give  rattling  good 
sea-trout  angling  on  a few  of  its  tidal  pools. 
But  I learn  that  of  late  years  there  has  been  a 
marked  falling  off  in  results  in  consequence  of  a 
shifting  of  the  bottom  by  the  tides. 

I need  say  nothing  about  the  Kyles  of  Tongue 
and  Durness,  which  are  so  well-known  and  so 
greatly  frequented  by  anglers  on  account  of 


i; 


i 


July  22,  1893] 


THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


71 


their  teeming  with  sea-trout,  which  are  caught 
in  groat  numbers  by  trolling  with  the  natural 
sand-eel.  However,  I may  mention  that  the 
Feri'y  burn  which  falls  into  Kyle  at  Tongue 
gives  on  the  running  down  of  a spate  good  sport 
with  sea-trout  (and  perhaps  a grilse  thrown  in) 
to  those  who  know  the  casts  and  how  to  fish 
them.  Young  “ Captain  ” Hoss  was  the  don  hand 
in  putting  anglers  on  to  fish  in  this  stream,  but 
he,  poor  fellow,  I learned  with  much  regret, 
departed  some  years  ago  from  his  angling  scenes 
for  evermore. 

At  Rhiconich  there  is,  within  a mile  of  the 
hotel,  the  Loch  Garbetbeg  salmon,  grilse,  and 
sca-trout  angling,  which  the  hotel  keeper  lets  out 
to  his  guests.  Fish  up  in  plenty  (as  they  usually 
are  by  this  time  of  the  year),  and  the  wind  a 
proper  strength  and  from  the  right  quarter,  then 
a day’s  fishing  on  Garbetbeg  is  worth  having, 
and  no  mistake.  Sea-trout  are  also  got  in  fair 
numbers  with  fly  at  the  head  of  Loch  darbetmore 
for  a month  or  so  about  this  time.  Some,  too, 
are  occasionally  got  on  Loch  Inchard  by  trolling 
with  the  natural  sand-eel.  The  short  river 
Inchard,  which  from  being  without  pools  is 
simply  a lead  to  Loch  Garbetbeg,  is  of  little 
sporting  account.  But  down  Loch  Inchai-dside, 
about  a mile  from  the  hotel,  falls  in  the  Achriesgill 
water,  below  the  falls  of  which  there  is  always,  when 
the  water  is  in  ply,  the  chance  of  a grilse  or  two 
and  some  sea-trout.  Hotel  anglers,  however, 
must,  in  order  to  get  the  sport,  be  first 
on  the  water,  and  this  necessitates  their 
getting  up,  and  being  present  before  day- 
light breaks.  They  should  know  that  the 
crofters  on  the  braes  are  early  risers,  and 
that  they  and  their  loons  will  be  at  the  fish- 
ing and  have  the  cream  taken  off  before  the 
“sma’  ’oors  ” have  passed  if  they  are  not 
forestalled.  Loch  Standwood.  farther  out 
the  same  way,  and  over  the  hill  of  Sheigra, 
gives  grand  sea-trout  to  the  rod  in  July 
and  August.  The  best  part  of  the  loch 
is  the  head  beside  where  the  Shinary 
Water  runs  in.  Sea-trout  may  not  be 
got  in  great  numbers,  it  all  depends  on 
the  tides  and  the  state  of  the  loch’s  out- 
flow channel  which  communicates  with  the 
sea,  but  they  will  be  found  to  be  splendid 
fisb,  large,  beautifully  shaped,  and  game- 
some as  could  be  wished. 

A little  later  on  good  sea-trout  fishing 
should  be  had  on  several  of  the  Scourie 
lochs,  but  even  now,  given  right  condi- 
tions and  plenty  of  water,  the  Duartmore 
and  its  lochs  ought  to  be  yielding  as  well 
as  they  do  at  any  time.  The  top  of  the 
little  loch  above  the  fall,  fished  from  the 
bank,  is  a sure  cast  with  fly  for  a grilse 
or  sea-trout ; and  another  good  cast  for 
a sea-trout  is  that  from  the  built  point  into 
the  reedy  loch  up  nearer  the  road.  The  Fall 
pool  fishes  best  with  worm,  and  sometimes 
gives  a few  fish ; but  the  best  cast  for  fly, 
and  where,  without  doubt,  at  least  one  grilse 
should  be  got,  is  away  down  only  a few  hundred 
yards  from  the  sea  and  beside  a stony  hillock  on 
the  left  bank.  Some  yards  still  lower  the  Broad 
flat,  where  are  lots  of  Gg  stones,  is  good  in  a high 
water.  This  is  a delightfully  retired  angling 
spot;  and  the  Duartmore  and  little  loch  im- 
mediately above  it  should,  I am  quite  certain, 
yield  to  the  angler  who  studies  them,  who  can 
fish  and  who  fishes  under  favourable  conditions 
of  weather  and  water,  such  sport  with  grilse  and 
sea-trout  as  is  but  seldom  to  be  had  free  of  charge 
in  a place  so  invigorating,  so  eye  pleasing  for 
variety,  at  once  amid  the  majesty  of  the  moun- 
tains and  by  the  shore  of  the  Atlantic,  away,  far 
away,  from  the  drear-world  life,  the  smoke,  and 
the  din,  and  the  feverish  unrest  of  the  great  cities. 


‘^YORKSHIRE  ANGLER’S  CREEL.’ 


Unuek  this  name  Mr.  F.  M.  Walbran,  of  Leeds, 
who  always  keeps  a keen  look-out  for  anything 
new,  has  brought  out  a tin  creel,  with  some  novel 
fittings,  designed  by  Mr.  W.  Carter  Platt,  the 
Angling  Editor  of  the  Yorkshire  Post. 

The  tin  creel  is  becoming  popular  in  the  north. 
Some  years  ago  Mr.  G.  Yarde,  of  the  Fly-fishers 
Club,  designed  one,  which  Mr.  Gillett,  of  Fetter- 
lane,  brought  out,  of  the  same  shape  as  the  one 
illustrated,  except  that  the  back  of  it  was  hollowed 
somewhat  so  as  to  fit  the  curve  of  the  body 
better. 

The  novelty  in  Mr.  Platt’s  creel  is  in  the 
interior.  There  is  a sliding  door  over  the  hole 
the  fish  are  put  through  for  use  in  case  of  heavy 
rain,  and  when,  as  often  happens,  there  is  a fly 
book  inside,  this  slide  will  save  it.  Then  there  is 
a compartment  for  holding  the  lunch  packet, 
made  like  a trap-door,  so  that  in  the  afternoon 
when  the  lunch  is  comfortably  stowed  in  another 
locker,  you  pash  back  a bolt,  the  trap-door 
falls,  and  you  go  on  filling  your  creel  to  the 
brim. 

Some  anglers  do  not  like  a tin  creel,  but  they 
have  several  advantages,  one  of  the  chief  being 
that  they  can  be  quickly  and  thoroughly  cleaned, 
and  if  painted  a light  brown  colour,  as  Mr.  Platt’s 


THE  NAMING  OF  TROUT  FLIES. 


A COERESPONDENT  says  : “The  larger-sized  fish 
in  the  Darenth  are  wretchedly  poor.  Trout  that 
ought  to  weigh  a pound  and  a half  are  less  than 
a pound  weight,  and  they  are  worthless  for  the 
table.  The  low  state  of  the  river  is  responsible 
for  this  state  of  semi-starvation.  The  weed  beds 
are  dry,  and  the  fly  has  nearly  all  been  killed — 
thanks  to  the  flooding  of  the  water  meadows.  I 
saw  two  May-fly  on  Saturday,  July  1.5,  and  they 
were  both  taken  by  trout.  A spent  gnat  was  put 
over  these  fish  immediately  afterwards  and  they 
both  refused  it.” 


“YORKSHIRE  ANGLER’S  CREEL.” 

is,  they  keep  the  fish  in  much  better  condition 
and  appearance  than  an  open  wicker  creel  does. 
They  can  also  be  used  for  carrying  live  bait  in  an 
emergency. 

Altogether  we  think  Mr.  Platt  deserves  credit 
(the  cash  will  come  also  we  hope  in  time)  for  the 
ingenious  manner  in  which  he  has  added  to  the 
angler’s  comforts.  We  must  not  forget  that  this 
tin  creel  affords  a strong  and  dry  seat  on  which 
to  lunch  or  smoke,  though  a tall  man  needs  a bit 
of  bank  or  a big  flat  stone  under  it. 

We  have  also  received  from  Mr.  Walbran 
samples  of  the  new  chub  and  dace  flies,  which  were 
described  fully  by  the  inventor,  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  in 
our  columns  recently.  We  have  had  no  chance 
to  try  them  yet,  but  from  what  Mr.  Tod  says, 
anyone  who  fishes  with  the  artificial  fly  for  chub 
or  dace  would  certainly  do  well  to  do  so ; the 
price  is  2s.  fid.  per  dozen. 


I On  Wednesday  a salmon  weighing  501b.  was 
i caught  at  Dornock  fishery  in  the  Solway  at 
' Annan  by  a haaf-net  fisherman. 

The  trout  of  the  Melvich  Lochs  are  very  hand- 
some fellows,  judging  from  a brace  weighing  just 
31b.,  which  were  sent  to  us  the  other  day  by  Mr. 
Angus  Morrisson,  of  Melvich  Hotel.  We  have 
I not  often  seen  more  beautifully  marked  fish,  the 
red  spots  being  very  numerous  and  brilliant. 


By  V-yl  Conson. 

“ The  world  is  out  of  joint.  Oli,  cursed  spite, 

That  over  I was  born  to  sot  it  right.” 

TiiEnomenclatureof  British  trout  flies  is  oneof 
the  anomalies  of  the  British  Constitution.  Like 
other  anomalies  affecting  that  impalpable  fabric, 
it  works  better  than  could  be  expected  on  any 
reasonable  theory.  This  is  not  due  to  the  system, 
but  to  the  admirable  genius  of  the  British 
character  which  enables  us  to  make  the  best  of 
things  as  they  are,  without  bothering  too  much 
to  set  them  right. 

I am  not  proposing  to  set  this  anomaly  right. 
It  began  wrong,  it  has  gone  on  wrong,  it  will 
continue  wrong  while  a trout  remains  in  Hamp- 
shire. It  will  never  get  right.  The  accumula- 
tion of  ages  of  wrong  practice  is  too  much  for 
even  the  most  gigantic  Waltonian  strength  to 
move.  It  began  in  ignorance.  It  piled  Peleon 
of  ignorance  on  Ossa  of  ignorance,  all  for  want  of 
a scientific  explorer  in  its  youth.  If  Ronalds  had 
been  born  in  the  17th  century,  and  had  published 
his  immortal  work  in  1649  instead  of  1849,  the 
terminology  of  the  art  would  have  had  a chance. 
But  now  it  is  smothered  in  the  accumulations  of 
anomalies. 

Having  started  in  ignorance,  there  came  in,  to 
make  confusion  worse  confounded.  Mis- 
understanding, the  child  of  Ignorance,  and 
she  continueth  to  this  day. 

Undoubtedly  the  original  basis  of  fly- 
dressing names  was,  in  theory  at  any  rate, 
entomological.  Witness  the  descriptions  of 
Walton  and  Cotton.  But  the  imitation  of 
natural  flies  was  then,  as  it  is  to  this  day, 
experimental  and  empirical,  among  even  the 
best  practitioners,  who  copy  from  the 
natural  insect,  and  it  became  necessary  to 
distinguish  the  different  dressings  of  the 
same  insect  one  from  the  other. 

Thus  came  in  names  having  reference 
to  material  and  to  colour;  names  such  as 
these  are  found  in  the  earliest  books  on 
fly-fishing,  names  which,  in  my  judgment, 
show  that  for  generations  previous  to  all 
literature  on  the  subject  a vast  amount  of 
time  and  thought  had  been  bestowed  in  the 
evolution  of  the  patterns  they  denote. 

Then  these  patterns  came  into  the  hands 
of  professional  dressers  living  in  towns, 
having  no  access  to  the  rivers,  no  leisure  to 
dress  their  flies  from  nature,  no  knowledge 
of  the  flies  their  patterns  were  supposed 
to  imitate.  Hence  myriads  of  diversions 
from  the  original  patterns,  both  in  shade, 
composition,  and  shape  — each  diversion 
the  parent  of  others.  Even  in  these 
days  how'  hard  it  is  to  get  flies  dressed 
correctly  to  pattern.  There  is  almost 
always  a difference,  even  with  the  best  of 
dressers ; the  result  either  of  idiosyncrasy 
or  difference  of  method.  What  wonder 
then  if  new  names,  or  twists,  or  new  applications 
of  existing  names,  have  been  given  to  many  and 
many  a pattern  which  has  no  counterpart  in 
nature.  Many  of  these  flies  will  kill,  but  if  they 
will  kill  really  shy  fish  my  belief  is  that  it  is 
because  they  have  some  counterpart  in  nature, 
which  we  fail  to  realise.  Take  the  Wickham’s 
Fancy.  I have  a strong  impression  that  in  some 
lights  it  is  a Light  Olive,  in  some  a Red  or  Orange 
Spinner.  Or  take  the  Pink  Wickham ; if  dressed 
double,  with  plenty  of  hackle  on  a short  hook,  as 
Mr.  George  Holland,  of  Winchester,  renders 
him,  he  is  a capital  Cowdung  fly,  a small 
bee,  and  several  sedges  into  the  bargain — 
so  that  Signor  Trout  may  pay  his  life  and 
take  his  choice.  It  is,  in  my  opinion,  for 
Hampshire  waters  the  most  fascinating  general 
fly  that  exists.  By  “general  fly”  I mean  one 
that  is  of  use  when  no  special  rise  of  duns  is 
on  the  water.  When  duns  are  up,  I freely  con- 
fess the  Pink  Wickham  useless.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary that  the  resemblance  should  be  very  exact. 
The  correct  general  impression  of  size  and  of 
colour  are  in  my  opinion  more  important  to 
obtain  than  precision  of  shape.  Shape  is  valuable 
in  a trout-fly  mainly  so  far  as  it  makes  it  more 
efficient  for  its  purpose  of  floating,  if  a floater;  of 
moving  naturally  in  the  water,  if  it  be  a sunk 
fly;  and  so  far  also  as  to  it  ministers  to  the 
idiosyncra.sy  of  the  local  trout  for  a fat.or  thin  fly. 
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A\'ell,  then  came  tlie  habit  of  naming  flies  after 
famous  fishermen,  to  make  confusion  worse 
confounded  still. 

1 think  he  "would  be  doing  the  trout-angling 
public  a service  who  would  delete  from  all  the 
books  ihose  patterns  which,  not  being  standard 
patterns,  are  not  like  any  insect  on  which  the 
trout  feeds,  and  who  would  append  to  every  other 
pattern  a note  specifying  the  insect  it  is  intended 
or  supposed  to  represent.  A difficulty  would 
here  arise  from  the  fact  that  many  patterns,  as, 
for  instance,  Dotterel  and  Yellow,  serve  in  the 
same  or  different  sizes  to  represent  a series  of  flies 
occurring  at  different  seasons  of  the  year.  But 
that  difficulty  could  be  got  over.  Some  such 
step  as  this  (a  step  obviotisly  impossible)  is  a 
necessary  preliminary  to  any  reform. 

The  next  best  proposition  is  the  formation  of  a 
powerful  and  representative  committee  of  the 
Fly-fishers’  Club  to  compile  and  publish  a work 
bearing  the  aiithority  of  the  club,  in  Avhich  all 
hitherto  published  dressings  should  be  collected 
and  arranged,  except  so  far  as  for  any  good 
reason,  such  as  I have  indicated,  the  committee 
should  determine  on  its  rejection;  each  set  of 
dressings  to  be  under  the  heading  of  the  natural 
fly  it  is  intended  to  imitate.  The  work  would  be 
encyclopa  dic  but  authoritative,  and  if  every  pro- 
fessional dresser  and  every  trout-angler  could  be 
induced  to  take  one,  it  might  have  a chance  of 
settling  things  a bit  into  systematic  order.  But 
1 have  no  hope  of  any  such  a work  being 
attempted.  It  would  occupy  a lifetime — not  a 
short  one — to  compile,  and  we  only  have  one 
apiece. 

#***##* 

I have  often  amused  myself  with  speculation 
as  to  the  origin  of  angling  blunders.  How  often 
one  spes  complaints  from  anglers  who  should 
know  lietter  that  the  May-fly  ought  to  be  called 
the  June-fly  ! It  appears  to  have  escaped  these 
discoverers  that  the  May  that  names  the  fly  is  the 
hawthorn  blossom  and  not  the  month.  The  haw- 
thorn blossom  took  its  name,  perhaps,  from  the 
month  in  the  days  when  May  was  June,  but  the 
fly  took  its  name  from  the  hawthorn  bloom,  with 
which  its  appearance  coincides. 

Then,  again,  what  a structure  has  been  built  on 
the  Green  Drake.  Fancy  theories  have  been 
erected  about  the  cock  of  the  May-flies  tail  to 
account  for  the  name  Drake.  Isn’t  it  all  very 
simple  .f*  The  fly  is  called,  as  so  many  a fly  is 
called,  from  the  material  of  which  it  is  made,  the 
mallard’s  breast  feather  dyed  green-olive.  Upon 
the  name  Green  Drake  poor  Theakston  has  built 
up  his  theory  of  nomenclature,  in  which  he  calls 
all  the  upwinged  flies  Drakes,  and  appropriates 
the  much  better  name  of  Duns  to  another  order 
of  flies. 

Looking  over  Halcyon’s  dressings  the  other 
day  I came  on  eight  or  nine,  I forget  which,  of 
the  Yellovv  Dun,  of  which  I was  then  in  search, 
and  nearly  all  the  eight  or  nine  were  differently 
named,  and  the  writer  seemed  unaware  that  they 
all  were  imitations  of  the  same  fly.  If  I had 
taken  up  another  fly  I daresay  I should  have 
found  similar  results.  This  article  would  be 
incomplete  without  a meed  of  praise  to  Mr. 
Bang’s  little  Dictionary  of  Synonyms.  With  all 
his  conclusions  I do  not  pretend  to  agree,  but  the 
little  work  is  a plucky  and  well-meant  effort  to 
solve  the  problem. 

No ; the  advance  of  entomological  knowledge 
among  anglers  may  do  much,  but  so  long  as  the 
vast  body  of  them  buy  their  flies  shop-made  from 
stock  patterns  by  unpractical  men,  so  long  is  the 
evil  we  groan  under  hopeless  of  abatement.  If 
only  for  the  sake  of  learning  something  of  ento- 
mology and  much  of  birds  and  beasts,  I exhort 
brother  fly-fishers  to  learn,  even  if  they  do  not 
intend  to  keep  up  their  knowledge  of  fly-dressing. 


Game  I’RosrECTS  in  Dumfkie.sshire. — In  the 
extensive  shootings  belonging  to  the  Duke  of 
Buccleuch  and  others  throughout  Eskdale,  the 
prospects  for  the  Twelfth  aie  very  favourable. 
Where  there  was  a good  stock  on  the  ground 
from  last  season  the  birds  have  done  unusually 
well.  The  nesting  season  was  a good  one.  Black 
game  have  not  done  so  well  for  years  owing  to 
the  dry  season.  Pheasants  have  done  extra- 
ordinarily well,  both  the  wild  birds  and  those 
hantl-reared.  Partridges  are  also  numerous, 
although  there  are  a few  barren  birds. 


THE  NEW  FISHING  STATIONS 

ON  THE 

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAYS 


BRANDON  ON  THE  LITTLE  OUSE. 

In  Brandon  we  have  a new  fishing-station  of 
which  London  club  anglers  may  well  be  proud. 

Being  unable  to  catch  a train  in  the  evening, 
one  day  last  week,  I determined  to  take  the  first 
to  Brandon  on  the  following  morning,  which 
leaves  Liverpool-street  at  five  minutes  to 
six  o’clock,  and  gets  to  the  former  place  shortly 
after  half-past  nine,  which,  of  course,  is  rather  a 
long  time  to  take  over  eighty-eight  miles.  Still 
this  is  the  newspaper  train,  and  stoppages  are 
necessary  at  many  stations  eu  route,  in  order  to 
let  our  country  cousins  know  what  has  been 
going  on  in  town  during  the  previous  twenty- 
four  hours. 

At  half  past  nine  I found  myself  at  the 
Ram  Hotel.  A jolly- looking  individual  stepped 
forward.  “ Mr.  Rolph,  I presume?"  I said,  and 
the  greeting  which  followed  must  have  pub 
Stanley’s  and  Livingstone’s  completely  in  the 
shade.  If  there  is  one  person  in  the  world  Mr. 
Rolph  likes  to  see  it  is  an  angler  from  London  ; 
he  not  only  gives  him  a hearty  welcome,  a good 
bed,  and  the  best  of  food,  but  takes  him  out  and 
shows  him  the  swims  where  he  will  be  likely  to 
procure  a good  basket  of  fish  to  take  back  to 
town  to  show  the  other  members  of  the  club. 

There  is  a Sunday  train  to  Brandon  that  may 
suit  some  anglei’S  who  can  put  up  with  about 
5tV  hours’  fishing.  It  leaves  Liverpool-street  at 
if  60  a. m , and  arrives  at  Brandon  thirteen  minutes 
after  Id  o’clock.  But  here  is  a better  piece  of 
news  for  the  club  anglers — an  item  of  intelligence 
which  will  send  a thrill  of  joy  through  the 
enthusiasts  who  do  not  mind  maising  their  beds  in 
the  third-class  carriages  of  G.E.R.  Each  evening 
(Saturday  included)  there  is  a mail  train  which 
departs  from  Liverpool-street  at  10.2  p m.,  and 
if  the  anglers  care  to  avail  themselves  of  this 
they  can  get  off  at  Brandon  about  a quarter  to 
one  o’clock  on  Sunday  morning.  So  far,  so 
good.  There  is  no  fishing,  however,  ofl:  the 
platform  ; and  nothing  in  common  with  the 
desires  and  wants  of  a traveller  at  that  early 
hour  of  the  morn ; that  being  so,  you  cross 
the  line,  and,  passing  out  of  a gate,  which  a 
kindly  porter  will  unbar  for  you,  having  first 
relieved  you  of  half  of  your  privilege  ticket,  and 
the  next  instant  you  are  in  Bridge-street. 
Follow  your  nasal  organ,  and  in  two  minutes’ 
time  the  Ram  Hotel  will  hove  in  sight.  You 
need  only  knock  gently,  for  on  Saturday  night 
Host  Rolph  sleeps  lightly,  and  with  only  one  eye 
closed,  anticipatory  of  a nocturnal  visit.  Then 
you  can  go  to  bed  and  sleep  till  breakfast  time, 
or  you  can  stop  in  the  bar  parlour  until  day- 
break, and  there  comes  a yearning  over  you  to  be 
up  and  at  the  dace  and  roach,  which  are  but  a 
stone’s  throw  away.  The  river  is  very  weedy 
just  now,  but  there  is  a good  supply  of  deep 
water,  and  if  an  angler  goes  in  the  direction  of  the 
Sheepwash  Staunch,  which  is  down  the  river, 
he  will  find  some  fair  swims  over  a level  bottom 
running  through  the  weed  beds,  and  which  I 
should  think  are  easily  get-at-able  from  the  bank 
with  the  roach  pole.  The  Little  Ouse  is,  as  its 
name  implies,  a little  river,  and  a very  picturesque 
one  into  the  bargain,  especially  in  the  direction  of 
Downham.  Sheepwash  Staunch  will  be  recog- 
nised by  a large  red-painted  wheel,  which  works 
the  gates  there;  Mr.  Rolph  informs  me  there  is 
Horn  8ft.  to  15ft.  of  water  at  times.  Just  now  it 
is  best  noted  for  perch,  but  in  the  autumn  and 
winter  months  it  is  the  haunt  of  very  large  roach. 
An  angler  who  fishes  the  river  from  either  the 
bank  or  punt  must  not  be  disheartened  at  the 
weed  growth,  for  at  this  season  of  the  year  such 
rivers  as  this  are  invariably  afflicted  with  a 
prodigious  growth  of  aquatic  vegetation.  There 
is  no  help  for  it,  but  there  are  plenty  of  fine  fish 
in  the  river,  and  as  there  is  a sharp  stream  always 
on,  the  fish  are  by  no  means  dirty  or  sluggish, 
and  on  a fairly  favourable  day,  summer  or  winter, 
a good  basket  should  be  made.  On  the  Saturday 
prior  to  my  visiting  Brandon,  I heard  of  several 
London  anglers  who  had  been  down  and  averaged 
about  101b.  each  of  nice  dace  and  roach,  whilst  of 
course  much  larger  takes  are  frequently  made. 
In  September  151b.  or  201b.  is  easily  obtained  at 
times,  and  Host  Rolph,  who  is  a keen  lover  of  the 


rod  and  gun,  and  another  angler,  have  taken 
between  301b.  and  401b.  of  roach  and  dace  in  a few 
hours’  fishing.  Going  in  the  opposite  direction 
to  Sheepwash  Staunch  we  pass  under  Brandon 
bridge,  a fourteenth  century  erection,  and  being 
in  a boat  with  Mr.  Rolph  for  my  guide,  we  lowered 
the  weights  opposite  a boat-house,  and  found  a 
nice  deep  swim  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  where  I 
caught  several  nice  dace.  Off  the  campshedding, 
which  will  be  noted  here,  and  almost  at  the  end 
of  it,  will  be  found  a fine  swim  in  the  autumn  and 
winter  months  for  roach  and  dace,  and  last  season, 
about  that  period  of  the  year,  several  anglers 
from  London  accounted  for  some  capital  baskets 
of  fish.  A little  farther  up  stream  we  find  a tele- 
graph pole,  and  it  is  only  natural  that  the  water 
in  its  vicinity  should  have  been  dubbed  the  “ Tele- 
graph Swim.”  There  are  opportunities  here  for  the 
roach-pole  on  the  bank,  or  the  Nottingham  rod 
when  in  the  boat ; but  when  I tried  it  they  were 
cutting  the  weeds  above,  and  I failed  to  get  a 
fish,  for  the  simple  reason  that  every  time  the 
float  went  down  the  stream  the  gut  was  caught 
by  a piece  of  weed  which  was  floating  underneath 
the  surface.  The  towing  pith  is  situated  on  the 
side  where  the  telegraph  pole  is  erected,  and  it  is 
inaccessible  unless  anglers  have  the  way  to  reach 
it  pointed  out  to  them.  The  barge-horses  have 
to  reach  it  from  the  other  side  of  the  bridge  by 
swimming  it,  but  an  angler  may  be  spared  the 
task  of  having  to  tie  his  box  and  pole  and 
clothes  on  to  his  head  and  indulge  in  a natatorial 
performance  by  getting  one  of  Mr.  Rolph’s  men 
to  row  him  the  short  distance.  There  is  a pretty 
swim  with  a level  bottom  about  forty  yards  higher 
up  the  stream,  where  there  is  a clump  of  bushes, 
and  a staging  for  the  barge-horses  to  pass  over. 
By  the  way,  an  angler  need  have  no  fear  of  being 
much  disturbed  by  the  barges,  as  they  only  come 
by  once  in  a blue  moon.  At  this  spot  I took  some 
very  decent  dace,  the  largest  |lb.,  whilst  Mr. 
Rolph  caught  one  a little  larger,  and  I felt  very 
satisfied  indeed  with  the  swim.  The  boat 
was  moored  on  the  Brandon  side  of  the  staging, 
and  we  fished  midstream  with  gentles.  From  here 
the  angler  can  wander  at  sweet  will  along  the 
bank,  and  whilst  there  are  some  deep  swims  for 
bottom  fishing,  I noted  some  pretty  shallows 
where  the  fly  should  attract  the  dace.  At  the 
last  moment  I hear  the  Junior  Fly-fishers  con- 
template an  outing  to  Brandon  this  day 
(Saturday),  and  I should  think  they  ought  to 
make  a good  basket  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub, 
though  of  course  they  will  have  to  look  out  for 
the  weeds.  There  are  some  magnificent  chub  up 
this  way,  and  if  the  angler  continues  along  the 
bank  he  will  come  to  a number  of  trees,  where 
the  roots  form  the  headquartei’s  of  a very  large 
chub  family,  from  the  ^Ib.  little  boy  “ chubs  ’’  no 
the  great,  great  grandfathers  of  71b. ! One  day  a 
London,  angler,  a Mi’.  Swales,  I believe,  stole 
stealthily  up  here,  and,  being  a nice  frosty 
morning,  introduced  some  bullock’s  pith  to  the 
notice  of  the  colony.  The  effect  was  magical  on 
both  sides.  The  chub  fed,  and  the  angler  slew, 
and  two  of  the  captured  may  now  be  seen  at  the 
Ram  Inn.  They  weigh  6pb.  and  71b.  each. 

I only  had  a short  day  at  Brandon  on  the 
occasion  of  my  visit,  but  I hope  to  give  more 
particulars  about  the  water  later  on,  in  time  for 
the  autumn  and  winter  fishing.  I may  say  that, 
having  seen  plenty  of  fish  about,  and  having 
caught  dace  from  4oz.  to  8oz.,  I can  thoroughly 
recommend  the  river.  I have  fished  no  river  for 
a long  time  with  such  picturesque  surroundings, 
the  banks  being  one  mass  of  wild  flowers,  whilst 
the  trees  and  ljushes  dotted  here  and  there  on 
the  winding  stream,  and  the  fine  woods  which  we 
see  on  either  side  of  us,  and  which  lead  us  on  to 
Downh.am,  constitute  a charming  rural  scene. 
The  air  is  lovely,  the  birds  are  full  of  song,  and, 
as  w’e  row  home,  the  snipe  are  busy  getting  up, 
and  the  old  cock  pheasants  are  ‘‘  cocketting  ’’  on 
the  edge  of  the  plantations,  whilst  the  peewits  and 
whistling  plover  hover  overhead,  the  waterhens 
lazily  swim  across  stream,  and  a mallard  jumps 
up  from  a bunch  of  rushes  with  a loud  quack. 

I should  add  that  an  angler  should  take  plenty 
of  gentles  when  visiting  Brandon,  and  also  a 
good  supply  of  red  worms,  and,  next  month, 
boiled  wheat.  There  is  plenty  of  accommodation, 
at  a reasonable  charge,  at  the  Ram  and  Eagle. 
Last,  but  by  no  means  least,  I should  mention 
that  the  train  for  London  on  Sunday  evening 
leaves  Brandon  at  7 p.m.  Goo.sEquiLL. 
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JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAT. 


The  “ Smoke  Ferret  ” or  vermin  “ Choker  ” is  a most 
ingfenious  and  at  the  same  time  a most  efficacious  means 
of  destroying  vermin  of  all  kinds.  Messrs.  Pickersgill, 
of  Bingley-street,  Leeds,  supply  “cured”  wasp  grubs 
at  3s.  6d.  per  1000.  Should  the  angler  wish  to  procure 
for  himself  this  most  alluring  bait  at  the  river  side  he 
may  be  supplied  with  a box  of  No.  1 (and  we  may  also 
add  A 1)  “chokers”  for  2s.  from  Messrs.  McDongall 
Brothers,  10,  Mark-lane,  or  of  all  dealers.  Lancelot 
Newton,  Esq.,  of  Alconbury  Hill,  Huntingdon,  writes  ■ 
“ July  10.  Sirs,  I enclose  postal  order  for  settlement  of 
my  account.  For  taking  wasps’  nests  they  are  admir- 
able. I took  five  last  week  on  my  pond  bank.”  The 
“ cured  ” grub  is  the  best. 

*«***# 

On  Monday  next,  July  24,  the  All  England  Angling 
Competition,  for  the  gold  championship  medal  and  ^£50, 
will  take  place  at  Brigg,  on  the  Ancholme.  Special 
trains  will  be  run  from  Hull  and  other  places.  If  a 
“ special  ” were  run  from  London  several  Thames  and 
Lea  fishermen  would  be  only  too  pleased  to  drop  a line 
in  the  Ancholme.  May  the  day  be  fine,  the  sport  good, 
and  the  best  man  win  ! 

**#**# 

Mb.  Patteeson,  the  president  of  the  St.  John’s 
Angling  Society,  writes  me:  “With  regard  to  Mr. 
Talbot’s  accident  at  Pulborough  last  Sunday,  myself 
and  two  sons  were  there,  and  when  he  was  taken  out  of 
the  water  he  was  not  dead.  Great  credit  is  due  to  the 
doctor  and  his  assistant  for  the  way  they  worked.  I 
do  not  think  he  could  have  been  in  the  water  many 
minutes.  I see  it  reported  he  was  in  two  feet  of  water 
or  more.  I should  say  not  more  than  12in.  to  15in.,  as 
he  was  not  wet  beyond  his  chest.  Mr.  Nutt  deserves 
the  highest  praise,  for  he  did  all  in  his  power  to  restore 
deceased  to  life.  I hope  my  brother  fisherman  will  give 
him  their  support  to  repay  him  for  his  kindness  to  our 
lost  brother  fisherman.” 

A COEEESPONDENT  informs  US  that  “ P.  Cleave  caugh 
fot^-five  roach,  rudd,  and  bream  at  the  Crystal  Palace 
on  July  6. 

****** 

At  Walton-on-Thaines,  says  J.  G.  Shepherd  (water 
bailiff),  anglers  may  find  plenty  of  sport,  either  bank  or 
punt  fishing,  the  latter  very  reasonable.  There  are  some 
good  fishermen  to  accompany  them  : G.  Hone,  J.  Hone, 
A.  Lavey,  Dick  Walford,  Harry  Searle,  &o.,  who  may 
be  found  by  inquiring  at  the  Swan  Hotel.  Some  good 
takes  of  bream,  roach,  and  barbel  are  recorded. 

****** 

St.  Ouen  (in  the  Field)  says  : “ I notice  that  one  of 
your  correspondents  wishes  to  hear  of  a bait  likely  to 
catch  bass.  When  you  are  trolling  for  them  or  anchored 
where  there  is  tide,  a small  fresh-water  eel,  about  the 
size  of  a lead  pencil,  is  the  most  killing  bait  I have  ever 
used  ; if  you  are  anchored  and  getting  them  on  the 
bottom,  a piece  of  the  tail  of  a lobster  is  an  excellent 
bait.  You  must  stun  the  eel,  or  he  will  twist  your  line 
up.” 

#*###* 

Seveeal  members  of  the  Gresham,  including  Mr. 
Bramley  and  Dr.  Paterson,  visited  Fritton  Lake  on 
Saturday  last.  Although  the  takes  of  fish  were  not  very 
heavy,  they  consisted  of  roach,  perch,  bream,  and  an 
eel.  The  next  day  they  visited  the  Waveney,  at  St. 
Olave’s.  The  river  was  in  a terribly  dirty  state,  but 
Dr.  Paterson  took  the  heaviest  roach,  ledgering  with 
paste.  The  rain  coming  down  in  torrents  caused  the 
Greshamites  to  seek  the  hospitable  portals  of  “ The 
Bell,”  proprietor,  Mr.  Girling.  This  house  is  close  to 
the  river,  and  some  good  swims  can  be  pointed  out  to 
the  angler  by  this  genial  Boniface,  who  also  has  plenty 
of  boats  and  baits.  After  partaking  of  hot  brandy  and 
water,  to  counteract  the  effects  of  a soaking,  Mr.  Girling 
showed  them  some  nice  bream,  which  had  been  taken  close 
to  his  house  early  in  the  morning — one  of  them  weighing 
4jlb.  Anglers  might  do  much  worse  just  now  than 
patronise  St.  Olave’s,  in  the  Waveney  contains  some 
good  roach  and  bream.  For  the  guidance  of  intending 
visitors,  I quote  from  Mr.  Girling’s  card  : “ The  Bell,” 
about  two  minutes’  walk  from  Great  Eastern  Eailway 
Station,  one  mile  from  Fritton  Decoy,  six  from  Great 
Yarmouth,  eight  from  Lowestoft,  three  from  Somer- 
leyton  Park ; close  to  the  river. 

* * * * # * 

A MACHINE  for  taking  fish  by  the  wholesale  is 
employed  in  North  Carolina.  It  is  called  a “ fish 
wheel,”  and  is  worked  like  an  ordinary  water  wheel  by 
a narrow  stream  that  is  permitted  to  give  outlet  to  a 
dammed  stream.  But  it  is  so  constructed  that  in  revolv- 
ing it  picks  up  all  the  fish  that  pass  through  and  throws 
them  into  a great  box.  A similar  device  is  used  by  the 
canning  fishermen  for  salmon  on  the  Columbian  and 
other  rivers. 

* * * * * , « 

On  Tuesday  evening  next  the  club  room  of  the  Hoxton 
Brothers  will  he  en  fete,  the  occasion  being  the  annual 
presentation  of  prizes.  Judging  from  the  list  before  me, 

“ visitors  and  friends  ” will  be  highly  pleased  with  the 
sight,  for  it  bids  fair  to  rival  that  of  their  near  neigh- 
bours, the  Good  Intent,  both  in  number  and  variety  of 
useful  articles  selected  by  the  fortunate  winners.  Eight 
o’clock  is  the  time  fixed  for  the  commencement  of  the 
ceremony  ; but,  although  he  has  received  a cordial  invi- 
tation to  be  present,  the  opening  of  the  Cornish 
Fisheries  Exhibition,  in  Truro,  on  that  day  will  necessi- 
tate the  appearance  in  the  land  of  “ tin,  copper,  and 
fish,”  of  Deaonet. 


OUR  AMERICAN  COUSINS. 


(Prom  “ Forest  and  Stream.”) 

One  Way  of  Killing  a Salmon. 

Have  you,  my  friends,  ever  killed  a salmon?  If  you 
have,  you  doubtless  did  it  in  the  so-called  “ scientific  ” 
manner — played  the  fish  until  you  tired  him  out,  then 
gently  drew  him  within  reach  of  the  cruel  gaffer,  who 
safely  brought  him  to  land. 

Such  had  been  my  method  until  July,  1891,  while 
fishing  on  the  shore  of  the  beautiful  Margurite  River  in 
Cape  Breton.  Then  the  conditions  were  decidedly 
changed,  and  through  force  of  circumstances  I learned 
what  it  actually  means  to  kill  a salmon. 

One  coo),  bright  morning,  two  ardent  anglers  started 
out  for  the  usual  daily  fishing.  We  carried  but  one  gaff, 
and  it  was  agreed  that  in  case  either  hooked  a fish,  the 
other  should  gaff  him.  This  |>lan  worked  well  for  some 
hours,  though  we  met  with  but  indifferent  success. 

Being  tempted  further  and  further  down  the  stream,  I 
became  separated  from  my  friend,  although,  as  I 
supposed,  within  hailing  distance.  With  but  little  hope 
of  raising  a fish,  I whipped  the  pool  beside  me  over  for 
the  second  time.  When  the  furthest  point  was  reached, 
a change  came  over  me  ! I found  business  on  hand  ! A 
fine  fresh-run  salmon  had  struck  and  was  fairly  hooked, 
and  the  reel  was  playing  the  symphony  so  sweet  to  the 
true  angler’s  heart.  I turned  to  my  friend  who  had 
retained  the  gaff,  but  he  was  not  in  sight.  The  fish 
rushed  this  way  and  that — now  down — now  up,  re- 
peatedly leaping  out  of  the  water,  flashing  like  silver  in 
the  sunlight. 

The  thrill  of  the  strike  thrills  througli  me  now. 

And  the  wliir-r  of  the  reel  I hear. 

As  lie  matlly  sped  with  the  silken  thread, 

And  plowed  through  the  waters  clear. 

While  fighting  and  watching  him,  I shouted  and  called 
— but  heard  no  response.  The  wind  was  contrary,  and 
the  sound  could  be  heard  but  a short  distance.  The 
mighty  fish  leaped  and  rushed  again  and  again. 

Hark  to  the  music  of  the  reel  1 

but,  ere  long,  his  struggles  became  fainter.  The  flexible 
rod  had  apparently  done  its  work,  and  were  the  gaffer 
but  there,  the  salmon  would  soon  be  safe.  But,  alas, 
he  came  not,  and  the  battle  must  be  fought  single-handed 
and  alone. 

My  mind  was  full  of  anxious  thoughts.  What  could  be 
done  ? How  much  strain  would  this  single  leader,  once 
tested  at  Clb.,  now  stand?  The  bank  was  rough  and 
shelving.  There  seemed  but  one  way,  and  that  a very 
risky  one,  but  I must  take  the  chances  and  “beach  him.” 

While  hesitating  and  trying  to  decide,  the  fish  had 
worked  back  into  the  current,  seemingly  with  new  life 
and  a determination  to  conquer.  Another  but  shorter 
fight  brought  him  into  quiet  water  once  more. 

Then  reeling  up  as  much  line  as  possible,  I selected 
the  smoothest  place  in  the  edge  of  the  pool,  turned  the 
salmon’s  head  towards  it,  and  with  all  the  force  I dare 
use  drew  the  fish  towards  the  bank. 

When  about  one-half  of  the  body  was  out  of  the  water, 
the  leader  parted  ! Imagine  my  dismay.  Quick  as 
thought  the  rod  was  thrown  back,  and  as  the  grand  121b. 
hero  flopped  back  into  the  water,  I threw  myself  bodily 
upon  and  back  of  him,  and  with  hands  and  knees  held 
the  noble  fellow  and  threw  him  upon  the  shore,  fairly 
killing  him. 

Anglers — you  do  not  know  of  the  excitement  and  glory 
of  killing  a salmon,  unless  you  have  done  likewise. — 
H.  O.  WiLBUE. 

(From  the  American  “ Fishing  Gazette.”) 

Fly-Fishing  foe  Bass. 

I have  found  that  about  the  time  the  dragon  fly  puts 
in  its  multitudinous  appearance  is  the  best  of  all  for  fly- 
fishing for  bass  in  lakes.  I need  not  tell  my  readers 
that  this  fly  “ rises  ” from  a water  larva  (which  is  itself 
a good  bait) , and  if  a brown  fly  approximating  in  appear- 
ance to  the  full  grown  larva,  success  is  certain.  I make 
a fly  as  follows,  and  find  it  wonderfully  sure.  Hook 
No.  4,  body  brown  cinnamon  wool,  wings  brown  turkey, 
hackle  brown  and  very  bushily  dressed.  As  an  alter- 
native, the  Seth  Green  fly  may  be  used.  It  is  thus 
dressed  : Body  green  silk  ribbed  with  yellow,  hackle 
brown,  wings  brown  or  buff  turkey.  If  the  angler  be 
not  an  expert  in  fly  casting  he  can  troll  these  flies.  His 
leader  should  be  of  very  strong  salmon  gut,  six  feet 
long,  and  his  flies — he  may  have  three— should  not  be 
nearer  than  twenty  inehes  apart.  I have  said  that  these 
flies  were  allowable,  but  I am  not  sure  that  strictly 
speaking  the  law  allows  that  number.  Let  us  ste 
Angling  is  defined  in  Article  12,  section  271,  of  Game 
Law  of  1892  to  mean,  “taking  fish  with  hook  and  line  or 
rod  held  in  hand,  and  does  not  include  set  lines.”  Now 
does  this  mean  one  hook  and  line,  or  is  the  number  of 
hooks  immaterial  ? If  the  latter,  then  why  may  I not 
attach  a hundred  and  still  holding  the  line  in  hand, 
practically  fish  with  a set  line  ? Truly  language  was 
given  the  framers  of  the  ’92  Code  not  to  reveal,  but  to 
disguise  their  thoughts.  Of  course  to  the  real  sports- 
man the  intent  of  the  law  is  obvious,  but  why  is  it  so 
miserably  expressed  ? 


Cooking  Teout. 

Heae  what  “ Frank  Forrester,”  the  accomplished 
Herbert,  says  of  his  own  method  of  trout  cooking. 
“ This  is  the  method  of  the  wood  and  in  the  woods  I 
learned  it ; but,  having  learned,  I practice  it  at  home, 
considering  trout  one  of  the  most  delicious  morceaux, 
when  thus  cooked,  in  the  world.  It  must  be  cooked. 


however,  in  the  open  air,  by  a wood  fire  kindled  on  the 
ground,  or  by  a charcoal  fire  in  a small  Boston  furnace. 
Clean  and  scile  your  fish,  open,  clean,  and  wash  him 
internally  ; take,  for  a 11b.  fish,  two  small  skewers  of  red 
cedar  wood,  upon  each  thread  a piece  of  salt  fat  pork 
half  an  inch  square,  annex  him  by  the  tail  to  a twig  of 
pliant  wood,  which  suffer  to  bend  over  the  fire  so  as  ito 
bring  the  fish  opposite  the  blaze,  place  a large  biscuit  or 
a slice  of  thin  dry  toast  under  the  drip  of  the  gravy. 
Cook  quickly.  For  a 21b.  fish  ten  minutes  will  suffice. 
Dish  with  the  biscuit  under  him,  and  eat  with  salt  and 
lemon  juice,  or,  if  you  please,  with  shrimp  or  lobster 
sauce,  or  a dash  of  Worcestershire  or  Harvey  sauce, 
though  1 think  these  for  my  own  part  bad  taste. 

Here  is  another  recipe  for  frying  trout.  Wash  and 
drain  in  a colander  a few  minutes,  split  nearly  to  the 
tail,  flour  slightly,  salt,  and  put  in  pan,  whieh  should  be 
hot,  but  not  burning.  Throw  in  a little  salt  to  prevent 
sticking,  and  do  not  turn  until  brown  enough  for  the 
table.  A few  slices  of  salt  pork  fried  with  it  adds 
greatly  to  the  flavour.  This  process,  it  must  be  added, 
is  greatly  inferior  to  that  of  “ Forrester.” 

(From  the  American  “ Field.”) 

When  the  Fish  aee  on  the  Bite. 

Oh  we’re  all  along  the  river,  and  we’re  all  along  the 
cricks. 

An’  them  as  hasn’t  any  poles  is  busy  cutting  sticks. 

For  there  ain’t  no  use  o’  workin’,  cause  you  see  it  isn’t 
right. 

When  the  worms  is  easy  diggin’,  and  the  fish  is  on  the 
bite. 

Oh  you  do  not  know  the  raptur’  that  is  on  a feller’s  min’. 
When  he’s  on  a log  a-sittin’  an  a-watching  of  his  line. 
For  he’s  got  his  pipe  a-goin’,  an’  his  heart  is  gay  and 
light. 

An’  his  cares  is  all  behin’  him,  when  the  fish  is  on  the 
bite. 

Oh  the  birds  is  singin  to  him,  all  az  happy  az  kin  be. 
An’  the  bullfrog’s  close  beside  him,  with  his  voice  way 
up  in  G ; 

With  his  broad  hat  pulled  down  slouchways,  jus’  fer 
keepin’  out  the  light. 

An’  he  doesn’t  keer  fer  nothin’  ’eept  the  fish  that’s  on 
the  bite. 

Oh  I’d  ruther  be  a fishing’  an  a settin’  on  a stump. 

Than  to  be  a king  or  emp’ror,  an’  a makin’  people  hump, 
Fer  thar’s  no  sich  fun  az  fishin’  to  a man  whose  min’  is 
right. 

When  the  worms  is  easy  diggin’  an’  the  fish  is  on  the 
bite.  A.  W.  Bellaw. 


Lough  Melvin  Fisheet. — Owing  to  the  interven- 
tion of  mutual  friends,  the  misunderstanding  which 
eventuated  in  the  action  brought  in  the  High  Court  of 
Justice  in  Ireland  between  Mr.  R.  N.  Barrow  and  Mr. 
William  Slater,  has  been  cleared  up  in  a manner  satis- 
factory to  both  parties.  Judgment  for  a nominal  sum 
has  been  entered  for  the  plaintiff,  the  defendant  having 
paid  the  costs  of  the  action. — Innis-Owen. 

We  understand,  says  Herepath's  Railway  Journal,  that 
the  Railway  Passengers’  Assurance  Company  has  wisely 
resolved  upon  certain  alterations  in  its  insurance 
tickets  to  meet  the  changed  circumstances  of  the  times. 
Founded  in  the  early  days  of  railway  enterprise,  the 
company  at  the  outset  prudently  restricted  its  liability 
on  a third-class  passenger  to  ^£200  in  case  of  fatal 
accident,  and  considering  the  construction  of  the 
carriage  in  which  the  first  poor  travellers  were 
conveyed,  that  amount  was  as  large  as  a company 
proposing  to  issue  hundreds  of  tickets  for  one  train,  and 
with  a conscience  as  regards  meeting  its  liabilities,  was 
justified  in  insuring.  In  these  days  of  padded  and  well- 
appointed  third-class  carriages,  well-to-do  people  are 
tempted  to  avoid  the  higher  fares,  as,  indeed.  Sir  E. 
Watkin  piteously  complains,  and  we  think  the  old 
“Railway  Passenger”  right  in  recognising  the  facts, 
and  in  giving  the  third-class  passenger  the  opportunity 
of  securing  to  his  family  .£500  should  he  be  smashed  up. 
It  is  sometimes  overlooked  that  these  tickets  carry  with 
them  the  right  to  claim  for  disablement  (a  feature 
rendering  them,  on  this  ground  alone,  not  to  speak  of 
others,  vastly  superior  to  the  newspaper  coupon  insur- 
ance, which  has  a passing  vogue),  and  as  a ^£1000  ticket, 
issued  at  a cost  of  3d.,  entitles  the  holder  to  claim  at 
the  rate  of  ^£6  a week  for  disablement,  we  cannot  say 
that  we  are  surprised  to  find  such  insurances  still  re- 
stricted to  first-class  passengers.  An  extra  charge  has 
hitherto  been  made  to  travellers  by  excursion  trains. 
This  is  to  be  abolished,  and  the  cheap  tripper  will  now 
be  able  to  obtain  an  insurance  at  the  same  rate  as  the 
ordinary  traveller — a recognition  of  the  improvements 
that  have  been  made  in  excursion  traffic.  We  could 
wish  that  there  were  no  longer  occasion  for  such  a com- 
pany, useful  as  it  has  proved  itself,  but  in  spite  of  all 
improvements,  machinery  may  go  wrong,  flaws  cannot 
always  be  detected,  and  the  best  managed  company  is 
.sometimes  at  the  mercy  of  the  signalman,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  dreadful  accident  at  Thirsk.  The  Government 
returns,  indeed,  show  in  1892  more  than  four  times  the 
number  of  passengers  killed  from  causes  beyond  their 
own  control  than  in  1891.  We  can  only  hope  that  the 
alterations  made  by  the  company  will  be  appreciated  by 
the  public,  and  that  its  sphere  of  usefulness  will  be 
greatly  enlarged. 


If  you  are  Interested  In  Books 
send  2s.  6d.  In  stamps  for  a copy  post  free  every  week  for 
3 months  of  " Thb  Pubushbrs’  Oiroulak  and  Booksbllbrb, 
BbOord,"  St.  Dunstan'a  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

A oominittee  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Angling 
Association  will  be  held  this  (Saturday)  evening,  July  22, 
at  the  Drawbridge  Hotel,  Bristol ; cnair  taken  at  5.30. 

On  Saturday  afternoon  last,  the  contest  in  aid  of  the 
funds  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  was 
fished  at  Brearley  in  the  Stratford  canal.  A special  train 
was  chartered  by  the  society.  The  contestants  numbered 
267.  The  following  is  the  official  list  of  prize-winners : 1st, 
J.  Smith,  Hillyfields  (club) ; 2nd  and  3rd  ties,  S.  Bryan, 
Queen’s  Tavern  (club),  and  S.  Adams,  Rose  and  Crown 
(club) : 4th  and  Bth  ties,  C.  Bowler,  Bellbarn  (club),  and 
T.  Allbut,  Ashted  (club)  ; 6th,  A.  Goode,  Vine  Unity 
(club) ; 7th,  Mr.  Waterhouse  ((jarrison  Club)  ; 8th,  Mr. 
Lacy,  St.  Paul’s  (club) ; 9th,  F.  Goodwin,  Queen’s 
Tavern  (club)  ; 10th,  H.  Coleman,  West  End  (club),  11th, 
A.  Birkin,  Bird  in  Hand  (club)  ; 12th  and  13th  ties,  S. 
Kendal,  Anglers’  Pride  (club),  and  Mr.  Reason.  Highgate 
(club)  ; 14th,  T.  Toley,  Old  Green  Man  (club) ; 15th,  Mr. 
Douglas,  Ashted  (club) ; 16th,  W.  G.  Bennett,  Deritend  ; 
17th  and  18th  ties,  W.  Groves,  St.  Paul’s  (club)  and  Mr. 
Walker,  Highgate  Park  (club) ; 19th,  P.  Starsmore, 
Manor  (club)  ; 20th  and  21st  ties,  Mr.  J.  Jukes,  Birming- 
ham Heath  (club),  and  Mr.  Bertie,  Highgate  Park  (club). 
The  prizes,  which  number  up  to  the  present  about 
twenty-one,  and  consist  of  some  very  useful  articles, 
will  be  distributed  at  the  headquarters  on  Thursday 
evening,  July  27,  upon  which  occasion  the  usual  smoking 
concert  will  be  held. 

The  Bellbarn  Society  made  a journey  to  Twyning 
Fleet  on  Monday  last  for  the  jmrpose  of  fishing  their 
annual  contest.  The  ground  was  marked  out  and  the 
contest  commenced  by  twenty  minutes.  After  the  start 
the  landowner  put  in  an  appearance  and  ordered  the 
contestants  off  the  land.  All  that  could  be  said  and 
done  was  tried  to  induce  this  gentleman  to  allow  the 
contest  to  proceed,  but  without  avail  until  it  was  too 
late  for  the  contest  to  be  finished.  A meeting  was 
held  on  the  ground,  and  it  was  decided  to  postpone  the 
contest  until  after  Bank  Holiday  next. 

The  Tenby  Society  have  arranged  to  fish  their  annual 
contest  at  Twyning  Fleet  on  July  23  ; but,  owing  to  the 
circumstances  mentioned,  the  contest  will  either  have  to 
be  postponed  or  fished  elsewhere. 


FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  continuous  showers  have  kept  all  the  rivers  and 
streams  in  good  ply.  In  the  Wye  the  freshet  has  made 
the  trout  and  grayling  rise  freely.  Grayling  spawned 
very  early  under  very  favourable  conditions,  and  this 
may  account  for  their  being  thus  soon  so  far  forward. 
In  the  Derwent  bottom  fishers  have  had  a good  time  of 
it.  Wasp  grub,  maggot,  and  worm  have  all  been  more 
or  less  deadly.  The  killing  flies  have  been  the  same  as 
have  of  late  been  most  fatal.  Yellow  and  Ash  Duns, 
Little  Marryat,  Black  Gnats,  &c.  Coarse  fishers  on  the 
Derwent  have  also  done  fairly  well,  particularly  amongst 
eels. 

The  Trent  has  benefited  by  the  recent  rain,  and  large 
quantities  of  weed,  which  so  vexes  the  soul  of  the 
bottom  fisher,  have  been  carried  away.  Chub  have 
been  taking  freely  of  late  both  wasp  grub  and  greaves, 
and  some  good  bags  have  been  made,  especially  in  the 
Lawley  reach,  which  has  also  yielded  a few  good  bream. 

The  recent  wholesale  destruction  of  fish  in  the  Trent 
still  remains  a mystery.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Trent 
Board  will  take  the  matter  up  strongly,  and  spare 
neither  time  nor  expense  in  unravelling  the  mystery  and 
preventing  the  recurrence  of  such  depopulation. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE) 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Most  of  the  fen  rivers  and  drains  have  yielded  satisfac- 
tory sport  this  week,  the  continued  showers  and  cooler 
weather  having  brought  about  a much-needed  improve- 
ment. 

North-country  anglers  who  are  now  visiting  the  Lin- 
colnshire waters  are  dividing  their  attention  pretty 
evenly  between  the  Witham,  Forty-foot,  and  Hobhole 
Drain.  On  each  of  these  waters  some  splendid  bags  have 
been  made.  Reports  from  the  Forty-foot  are  extremely 
encouraging,  and,  when  the  weeding  operations  are  com- 
pleted, this  should  prove  a happy  hunting  ground.  The 
best  weights  this  week  have  been  taken  by  Mr.  Dunn, 
who  captured  521b.  (mixed)  in  three  days  ; Mr.  Pearson, 
13Jlb.,  on  the  17th ; and  Mr.  Kitchen,  121b.  on  the  18th.  ; 
Mr.  Dawson  also  got  a dish  of  eight  splendid  roach 
averaging  Jib.  each  ; and  Mr.  Millington  had  one  speci- 
men of  31b. 

The  waters  in  the  Spalding  and  Stamford  districts, 
including  the  Welland,  Glen,  Vernatts,  and  the  Counter 
Drain,  have  all  been  well  patronised,  and  tench  have 
formed  a leading  item. 

Some  remarkable  catches  were  reported  to  have  been 
made  by  Sheffield  anglers  in  the  Boston  district  on  Wed- 
nesday. The  best  takes  were  : W.  Belk,  431b.  6oz.  ; R. 
Shaw,  421b.  4oz.  ; and  C.  Talbot,  301b.  The  fish  were 
principally  bream,  roaeh,  and  tench,  and  were  caught  in 
the  Maud  Foster  drain  near  Boston  and  the  Witham  at 
Kirkstead, 


FRCM  LANCASHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  recent  rains  have  sent  anglers  to  every  available 
water,  and  if  we  are  to  accept  reports  as  reliable,  sport 
has  been  obtained  of  a much  more  satisfactory  kind. 

The  Buckland  Angling  Society  visited  the  Worsley 
Canal  fishery  on  the  15th  to  decide  their  first  club 
match,  with  the  following  result : 1,  R.  Ashton  ; 2,  S. 
Jones  ; 3,  C.  Lucas  ; 4,  A.  Allen  ; and  5,  B.  Godwin. 

The  Manchester  amalgamation  are  running  the 
annual  trip  to  Lincoln  on  the  30th. 

The  official  list  of  prize  winners  in  the  Openshaw 
match  is  as  follows; — 1,  T.  Jones;  2,  W.  Ainley;  3,  S. 
Eyres ; 4,  C.  Muddieman  ; 5,  S.  Dean;  6,  J.  Pennington  ; 
7,  G.  Yates  ; 8,  W.  Dale  ; 9,  G.  Crowther ; and  10,  S. 
Rubery. 

Two  new  clubs  have  very  recentl.y  sprang  into  exis- 
tence in  Manchester  ; one  is  the  Beswick  Angling  Society 
and  the  other  has  for  its  head-quarters  the  Artillery 
Arms,  naturally  taking  this  sign  for  its  designatory 
title.  Much  regret  will  be  felt  at  the  collapse  of  the 
Gorton  Tank  Angling  Society. 

The  Bristol  Angling  Society  fished  a contest  at  Boyn- 
ton Pool  last  Saturday,  all  prizes  taken  as  follows  : — 1st, 
Mr.  Norton,  and  2nd,  Mr.  T.  Smith,  equal  ; 3rd,  Mr.  A. 
Smith  ; 4th-,  Mr.  Whitehead  ; 5th,  Mr.  Toft ; 6th,  Mr.  W. 
Twitty.  This  water  is  affording  really  good  sport,  some 
large  bream,  roach,  and  tench  being  taken.  Mr.  J. 
Pendrigh,  of  the  Levenshulme  Angling  Society  recently 
took  two  fine  tench  from  this  pool,  and  they  now  adorn 
the  club  room  walls.  The  picnic  of  the  Kingfishers 
also  to  this  resort  was  a great  success,  and  much  enjoyed. 
Messrs.  Wilkinson,  Hill,  Mitchell,  and  Lattimer  report 
a good  day’s  sport  at  the  German  Pool. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  frequent  rains  of  last  week  have  put  all  the  waters 
in  our  district  in  capital  order,  and  splendid  sport  is  now 
being  had  all  along  the  Yare,  and  also  at  Horning  and 
St.  Benet’s  on  the  Bure. 

At  Trowse  Hythe  on  Monday  one  angler  had  four 
stone  of  good  bream.  At  Brundall  good  catches  are 
being  made.  Two  anglers  had  five  stone  of  splendid 
roach,  and  two  other  rods  had  two  stone  on  Monday. 
At  Cantley  some  splendid  roach  are  being  bagged  ; on 
Saturday  one  rod  had  fifty-five  fish  ; another  thirty-four 
near  Langley  Stream  Mill ; on  the  16th,  two  boats  had 
about  forty  fish  eaeh  ; on  Tuesday  two  rods  had  two  and 
a half  stone  of  roach  and  bream. 

At  Reedham  some  very  good  bream  are  being  landed. 
One  angler  had  five  stone  on  the  12th  ; another  four 
stone  of  splendid  fish  on  the  16th ; and  another  three 
stone  on  the  17th. 

From  the  Bure  come  good  reports  of  catches  ; one 
catch  of  four  stone  took  first  prize  in  a match  on  Thurs- 
day, second  prize  being  taken  with  three  and  a half 
stone. 

On  the  Ant  some  good  roach  fell  last  week  to  the  lot 
of  one  angler  who  took  three  and  a half  stone  of  fish, 
while  other  catches  of  two  and  a half  and  two  stone  were 
made  at  Horning  Fen  and  in  the  Ward. 

At  Coltishall  on  Tuesday  two  rods  took  seventy  roach  ; 
several  were  small  but  some  were  11b.  each,  and  one 
was  Ijlb. 

At  Salhouse  two  rods  took  five  stone  of  bream  on 
the  15th.  ____ 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  Trent  is  still  running  in  low  and  bright  volume, 
and  barbel  anglers  continue  to  go  out  in  force. 

In  the  Parsonage  length  of  the  Colwick  private  waters 
Mr.  W.  Parr  and  friends  continue  to  enjoy  splendid 
sport  amongst  barbel. 

In  the  Holme  Pierrepont  subscription  waters  Mr.  J. 
Lowater  and  Mr.  T.  Leak  have  each  caught  barbel  and 
chub.  The  Wilford  length  is  extensively  patronised  but 
sport  has  not  been  good. 

In  the  free  waters  of  the  borough  some  fine  barbel 
have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  the  leger  fishermen. 

At  Sawley  chub  and  dace  have  shown  sport,  and  a 
few  barbel  were  got  on  Monday  in  the  hole  below  the 
weir.  A little  higher  up  the  river  a poor  fellow,  hailing 
from  Derby,  named  Glover,  was  drowned.  He  was 
fishing  near  the  junction  of  the  Derwent  with  the  main 
stream  when  his  hat  blew  off,  became  entangled  in  his 
line,  and  afterwards  got  into  the  stream.  Being  an 
expert  swimmer  he  went  in  after  it,  and  was  swimming 
ashore  when,  unfortunately,  he  was  seized  with  cramp, 
and  disappeared.  His  body  was  afterwards  recovered. 

Numerous  fishermen,  members  of  the  Nottingham 
Wellington  Socety,  have  patronised  the  Shardlow 
length,  in  which,  on  Thursday,  a number  of  them  fished 
the  first  roving  match  of  the  year,  the  first  prize  going 
to  Mr.  W.  Johnson,  with  51b.  lOoz.  ; the  second  to  Mr. 
Wallis  with  31b.  6Joz.  ; and  the  third  to  Mr.  G.  R. 
Welford  with  3jlb. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Coarse  fishing  is  now  in  full  swing.  The  trains  to 
popular  resorts  in  Lincolnshire  are  well  patronised.  The 
weather  of  the  previous  week  was  in  every  way  favour- 
able to  angling.  The  rain,  thunderstorms,  and  cooler 
weather  put  life  and  colour  into  the  water,  and  energy 
and  activity  into  the  fish.  Bream  and  roach  still  con- 
tinue to  be  caught  largely  in  the  Witham  and  Foss,  and 
in  the  Eckington  district  those  who  have  tried  the 
' Bother,  and  are  at  all  acquainted  with  its  swims,  have 


had  no  reason  for  complaint.  There  are  some  decent  | 
chub  in  this  river  well  worth  angling  for.  Derbyshire  j 
angling  is  up  to  its  average  high-water  mark,  bottom  | 
anglers  having  done  better  after  the  recent  rains  than  j 
fly-fishers.  After  a good  shower  the  deeps  at  What- , 
standwell  yield  well.  I 

A couple  of  months  ago  I saw  a 3 Jib.  trout  taken  j: 
from  this  spot,  and  since  then  have  heard  of  many  | 
others  near  that  weight.  My  favourite  Lincolnshire  I 
waters,  the  river  Ancholme  and  the  Forty-foot,  are 
yielding  well.  For  coarse  fish  there  are  few  waters 
in  England  that  can  beat  these,  and  the  takes  of  the  last 
two  weeks  afford  ample  evidence  of  the  nature  of  the 
fishing  therein.  Some  grand  barbel  are  being  taken  from 
the  Trent,  although,  for  reasons  1 cannot  fathom,  few 
Sheffielders  are  in  the  swim.  Bream  are  also  being  taken 
from  the  Trent  in  large  numbers  by  local  anglers,  our 
Sheffield  champion,  W.  Arnold,  recently  taking  801b.  one 
morning  before  breakfast. 

Of  the  weekly  shows,  the  two  best  I have  heard  of  are 
those  at  the  Grapes  Inn,  Trippett-lane,  and  the  Smithfield 
Hotel,  Blouk-street.  At  the  former  place  J.  Jackson 
exhibited  451b.  4oz.  ; F.  Bradshaw,  391b.  ; W.  Whit- 
taker, 381b.  12oz.  : G.  Harrop,  301b.  4oz. ; and  W.  H. 
Adams,  241b.  The  last-named  took  first  prize  for  the 
largest  fish,  a grand  bream,  weighing  51b.  4oz.  At  the 
Smithfield  Hotel  the  weights  were  : W.  Belk,  431b.  6oz. ; 
R.  Shaw,  451b.  4oz. ; and  C.  Talbot,  301b.  The  fish 
were  principally  roach,  bream,  and  tench,  and  were 
caught  in  the  Maud  Poster  Drain,  Boston,  and  the 
Witham,  near  Kirkstead.  Not  a single  fish  weighed  in 
at  the  Smithfield  was  under  the  6 inch  scale  adopted  by 
the  Sheffield  Anglers’  Association. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

During  the  past  week  we  have  had  some  nice  warm  and 
cloudy  days,  with  more  or  less  rain  each  day.  There 
have  been  a good  few  rods  out,  but  sport  have  not  been 
generally  good,  still  bottom  fishers  have  had  a fairly 
good  time  of  it,  wasp  grub  and  maggot  being  the  most 
killing  baits.  On  the  Teme  the  fly  has  been  used  with 
varying  success.  Yellow  Dun,  Hare  s Ear,  Dark 
Mackerel,  Black  and  Red  Palmer.  Whirling  Blue,  and 
Black  Gnat,  being  the  most  successful ; and  fair  baskets 
of  trout  and  dace  were  taken,  and  with  the  Bright 
Devon  two  good  trout  were  taken  under  the  weirs.  On 
Thursday  last.  Will  Smith  took  a grand  trout  from  a 
brook  near  Droitwich,  it  was  22Jin,  long  with  a girth  of 
about  12in. 

On  Thursday,  the  13bh,  the  St.  John’s  Amateur 
Angling  Association  held  their  first  competition  of  the 
season  on  their  club  water.  The  first  prize  was  won  by 
Mr.  W.  Bridges,  Mr.  Drew  second,  Messrs.  Silk  and 
Thrift  tied  for  third,  which  they  divided  between  them 

On  Saturday,  the  15th  inst.,  the  Worcester  Working 
Men’s  Angling  Association  had  their  first  competition 
for  prizes  in  the  river  Severn,  at  Severn  Stoke.  Thirty- 
seven  members  competed  for  fourteen  prizes,  but  only 
nine  were  won,  no  fish  under  3oz.  being  weighable. 


FROM  IRELAND. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

DUBLIN. — The  heavy  rains  have  raised  the  rivers, 
and  rod  fishing  is  now  being  indulged  in  with  renewed 
activity. 

The  Dublin  clubs  are  fishing  the  various  preserves 
and  trout  rivers  with  success.  The  northern  waters  are 
attracting  remarkable  attention,  and  the  Namy  river  is 
a favourite  resort.  The  preserves  on  this  stretch  have 
given  fine  sport  this  season. 

The  Wicklow  rivers  have  been  busy  too,  and  a good 
many  rods  fished  the  Aughrim,  the  Dartry,  and  the 
Glendalough  lakes  during  the  week. 

The  Midland  Great  Western  Railway  Company  has 
just  issued  a series  of  circular  tours  to  the  great  salmon 
districts  of  the  West  of  Ireland. 

Peal  fishing  on  the  Shannon  is  very  successful  just 
now. 

Amongst  those  of  the  western  fisheries  that  should  be 
visited  is  Carna,  Connemara,  where  excellent  white 
trout  and  brown  trout  fishing  can  be  had. 

The  Baltimore  fishery  schools  were  on  Monday  last 
visited  by  several  distinguishec  personages. 

The  Earl  of  iKenmare’s  fisherman  recently  killed  a 
trout,  weighing  101b.,  in  the  Low’er  Lake,  Killarney. 
The  fly  used  was  his  favourite  Orange  Grouse. 

The  “ Toome  Eel  Fishery  case,”  which  has  been  a 
source  of  continuous  litigation  for  nearly  a centur.v, 
has  just  been  disposed  of  by  the  Iiish  Vice-Chancellor  in 
the  Dublin  Courts.  


ULSTER.  — Since  Saturday  rain  has  fallen  almost 
continuously,  and  there  would  seem  to  be  a general 
improvement  all  round  on  angling  over  this  province. 

"The  Mourne  and  Strule  (Newtonstewart,  co.  Tyrone). 
— On  Saturday  night  the  rain  commenced,  and  has  con- 
tinued since  intermittently.  Plenty  of  salmon  and  sea 
trout  are  now  up  from  the  Atlantic,  but  scarcely  any- 
thing has  been  done  yet.  Concerning  the  vexed  question 
of  the  extension  of  the  angling  season  on  this  stream  1 
learn  that  a meeting  of  the  conservators  will  shortly  be 
held. 

The  Owenca  (Ardara,  co.  Donegal). — This  stream  is 
rapidly  getting  on  its  best  behaviour,  from  the  abun- 
dance of  rain.  On  Monday  Lieut.  C.  A.  Wilding  (Royal 
InUiskilling  Fusiliers),  stopping  at  Nesbitt’s  Arms, 
killed  three  newly  run  salmon. 
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N0TIC1^:8  OP  BOOKS. 


The  words  “By  Joseph  ITatton”  are  always 
certain  to  arrest  attention,  for  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  imagine  anything  “ hat,  stale,  or  un- 
profitable ” emanating  from  the  pen  of  this 
popular  writer.  Under  the  title  “ Cigarette 
Papers  for  Holiday-Smoking  ” (price  6d.,  pub- 
lished at  30,  Fleet-street),  Joseph  Hatton  meta- 
phorically takes  the  passengers  as  they  are  landed 
at  the  Hook  of  Holland  to  whatever  city  or  place 
of  interest  they  may  be  intent  on  visiting,  and 
every  object  of  interest  en  route  is  described  in 
his  own  inimitable  style.  Holiday  seekers  will  do 
well  to  obtain  a copy  of  this  charming  little 
work.  The  price  brings  it  within  the  reach  of 
all,  and  therefore  we  need  only  say  that  the  first 
chapter  opens  with  a description  of  “The  Two 
Hooks  ” (the  Hook  of  Holland  and  Sandy  Hook). 
Sandy  Hook  is  familiar  to  every  schoolboy,  and 
the  Hook  of  Holland  will  become  still  more 
widely  patronised  now  that  Joseph  Hatton 
has  “ lit  his  cigarette.”  He  says  nothing 
about  Penton  Hook ; but  London  anglers  are 
doubtless  sufficiently  familiar  with  that  cele- 
brated Thames  swim.  In  the  last  chapter  (the 
“ An  Revoir  ”)  the  author  says  : — “ In  the  manu- 
facture of  this  special  bundle  of  ‘ Cigarette 
Papers  ’ for  holiday  smoking,  my  attention  has 
simply  been  to  jot  down  upon  the  maps  of  rail 
and  ocean  travel  some  of  the  attractive  spots  that 
have  become  easier  of  access  than  formerly,  by 
means  of  the  new  Hook  of  Holland  route  from 
England  to  the  Continent.  It  is  not  necessary 
to  dwell  upon  the  inducements  for  travellers 
that  lie  in  the  more  rapid  communication  with 
Amsterdam,  the  Hague,  Rotterdam,  Berlin,  and 
the  country  that  lies  between.  Everybody  knows 
Holland  now-a-days,  with  its  Boompjies  that 
suggest  Yarmouth,  and  its  internal  canals  that 
now  and  then  suggest  Venice.  For  those  who 
come  to  Europe  to  see  its  historic  and  ancient 
places,  a leisurely  route  to  the  Continent  is 
always  worth  consideration.  The  Great  Eastern 
Railway  Company  has  long  sought  to  impress 
this  upon  excursionists.  Meanwhile  it  has  worked 
out  the  shortest  way  to  Hamburg  and  the  adjacent 
districts,  and  struck  into  the  most  direct  route 
to  Berlin,  and  with  advantages  as  to  fares  and 
speed.”  

Now  that  Joseph  Hatton  has  got  us  over  the 
Hook  we  cannot  do  better  than  draw  the  atten- 
tion of  our  readers  to  another  of  Percy  Lindley’s 
Holiday  Handbooks,  entitled  “ Holidays  in  Bel- 
gium— a cheap  Continental  Trip,  including  Ant- 
werp, Brussels,  Waterloo,  and  the  picturesque 
cities  of  Old  Flanders.”  This  is  undoubtedly  a 
marvellous  pennyworth,  for  it  consists  of  thirty - 
two  large  pages,  and  is  illustrated  with  twenty- 
four  choice  engravings  of  interesting  subjects. 
To  those  who  are  contemplating  a visit  to  Belgium 
we  would  say — procure  a copy  of  “ Percy 
Lindley’s  Guide  to  Belgium.”  The  “ Hints  to 
Tourists  ” is  alone  worth  ten  times  the  money ; 
and  the  information  contained  in  the  work  is 
most  interesting  and  reliable. 


Fly-tyino— No  Foktcne  in  it  for  Ladies. — 
“ During  the  past  few  years,  to  diversify  the 
entertaining  subjects  of  the  gigantic  gooseberry, 
the  sea-serpent,  and  ‘Is  marriage  a failure?’  a 
paragraph  has  appeared  in  the  newspapers  to  the 
effect  that  if  gentlewomen  in  straitened  circum- 
stances wish  to  become  wealthy  they  cannot  do 
better  than  learn  how  to  tie  artificial  flies,  as  from 
£3  to  £4  per  week  can  be  earned  thereby.  I 
alluded  to  the  subject  in  this  column  last  year 
about  this  time  ; now  it  has  cropped  up  again.  I 
know  a little  about  the  subject,  and  I say  that 
such  a statement  is  most  absurd  and  misleading. 
The  total  amount  of  really  high-class  work  that 
even  an  expert  professional  tier  could  produce 
would  not  reach  the  value  named,  and  when 
materials  [and  advertising  were  paid  for  (and  a 
trade  could  not  be  done  without  the  latter),  I am 
afraid  the  margin  of  profit  left  would  be  very 
small.  I know  many  ladies  who  have  tried  the 
experiment,  and  only  two  have  succeeded  in 
building  up  anything  like  a connection  ; and  I 
don’t  think,  although  they  are  both  of  them 
getting  well  on  in  years,  that  either  of  them  have 
been  able  to  save  much  money.” — Halcyon,  in  the 
weekly  edition  of  Leeds  Mercury. 


SOME  NOTES  ON  THE  RIVER  ARUN. 

LEDGERTNG  FOR  EELS. 

By  Old  Hand. 


July  2 was  a glorious  day,  and  as  sport  had 
been  good  on  this  noted  river,  more  especially 
amongst  the  roach  and  bream,  I started  off  with 
the  intention  of  catching  the  Pulborough  and 
Amberley  train  from  East  Dulwich,  but  taking  a 
wrong  turning  I found  myself  at  West  Dulwich 
Station,  so  there  was  nothing  for  it  but  to  trudge 
back  to  Tulse  Hill  and  take  the  train  to  Arundel 
(3s.  return,  starting  from  London  Bridge  at  8.1-5, 
Tulse  Hill  at  8.30;  returning  from  Arundel  at 
7.20,  but  not  stopping  at  either  Pulborough  or 
Amberley). 

In  consequence  of  the  dry  weather,  I have  no 
doubt,  a large  number  of  fish  came  down  from 
the  stale,  sluggish  water  above,  to  the  fresher 
water  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Amberley,  several 
fine  takes  of  both  roach  and  bream  being  recorded. 
Good  bags  of  the  above-mentioned  fish  were  also 
captured  on  July  2,  a well-known  club  angler 
having  nearly  20lb.  of  fish,  but  he  lost  several 
splendid  bream  through  being  unable  to  reach 
them,  as  I understand  they  were  caught  in  less 
than  three  feet  of  water  at  low  tide  (Arun  anglers 
well  know  what  this  means),  and  a landing  net 
with  a handle  twenty  feet  in  length  would  not 
be  out  of  place  on  these  occasions,  for  the  banks 
are  very  steep,  the  water  a long  way  off,  with 
such  vast  accumulations  of  mud  between,  that  an 
ordinary  landing  net  is  utterly  useless,  and  one 
cannot  drag  bream  through  the  exposed  mud 
at  low  tide. 

I fondly  imagined  that  the  fish  had  found  their 
way  as  far  down  as  the  Black  Rabbit  Inn,  but  I 
had  not  been  fishing  long  when  I was  convinced 
of  my  error,  for  I caught  nothing  but  eels,  except 
on  one  occasion,  when  I caught  a roach  on  one 
hook  and  a flounder  on  the  other,  and  I thought 
I had  hold  of  a monster  bream  until  the  roach 
came  in  sight  on  the  uppermost  hook.  Arun  eels 
are  very  tasty,  especially  when  stewed,  being 
singularly  sweet  and  delicate,  and  by  the  time  1 
finished  I had  a rare  good  stew  ; but  oh ! the 
trouble  those  eels  were  to  skin  and  clean,  for  they 
did  not  average  more  than  six  to  the  pound.  A 
few  remarks  on  their  capture  may  not  be  out  of 
place  here. 

Use  a 2Jin.  or  3in.  centre-pin  reel ; a fine, 
strong,  but  not  an  expensive  line,  as  sooner  or 
later  the  water  is  sure  to  spoil  it.  Throw  from 
the  reel  with  the  stream  about  the  distance  you 
want  to  fish  out,  and  so  prevent  the  bullet  rolling 
as  much  as  possible.  I prefer  a bullet,  because  it 
does  not  catch  on  the  bottom  so  easily  as  a 
Thames  or  coffin-shaped  lead.  The  action  of  the 
strong  stream  on  a too  thick  line  will  very  quickly 
bring  a good-sized  bullet  too  close  to  the  side,  at 
least  too  close  to  my  fancy,  for  in  many  places 
the  closer  you  fish  to  the  side  the  more  muddy  it 

is,  and,  as  a rule,  there  is  nothing  beats  fishing 
well  out.  Using  a thickish  line  is  not  of  so  much 
consequence  when  fishing  from  a boat,  as  the  rod- 
top  can  be  held  straight  as  a ram-rod  towards 
the  bait,  and  not  at  an  angle  of  about  45  deg. 
Why  some  anglers  prefer  to  ledger  at  such  a 
ridiculous  angle  when  there  is  no  necessity  for 

it,  is  best  known  to  themselves.  Leave  no  ends 
hanging  from  the  worms,  and  as  the  eels  for  the 
most  part  run  small,  do  not  use  either  large 
hooks  or  large  worms. 

If  I had  used  the  large  hooks  generally  recom- 
mended for  eel  fishing,  I should  have  missed  nine 
bites  out  of  ten ; the  point  of  the  large  hook  being 
nearly  always  outside  the  small  mouth  at  the 
time  of  striking.  With  ordinary  care  the  casting 
can  be  done  with  the  greatest  ease  without  the 
slightest  hitch,  and  after  the  bullet  has  settled, 
at  once  put  on  the  check.  This  check  is  quite 
sufficient  to  keep  the  line  from  running  off  the 
reel  either  on  the  ebb  or  flow,  but  it  should  be 
taken  off  before  reeling  in.  When  the  tide  is  at 
the  flood  the  check  is  not  required,  but  in  any 
case  the  fish  should  always  be  struck  directly 
from  the  reel,  and,  the  water  being  at  a standstill, 
the  angler  can  cast  in  any  direction  without 
much  fear  of  getting  his  tackle  entangled  in 
the  weeds  as  when  they  are  floating  up  and  down 
with  the  tide,  but  this  does  not  last  long.  A 
Nottingham  chub  or  barbel  rod  used  for  floating 


pure  and  simple,  is  a capital  rod  tor  this  work 
Ijeing  neither  too  whijipy  nor  too  stiff. 

A too  pliant  rod  prevents  the  angler  send- 
ing the  hook  home,  its  elasticity  not  being 
maintained  ecjually  throughout ; and  he  is  often 
obliged  to  strike  with  such  force  with  a rod  too 
stiff,  that  very  often  when  he  does  hit  his  fish, 
pop  goes  his  tackle.  The  hole  through  the  bullet 
should  be  as  wide  as  possible,  with  the  edges  cut 
well  down  to  allow  the  line  free  play,  and  prevent 
it  getting  frayed.  Two  shops  out  of  three  do 
not  keep  these  bullets,  why  I cannot  understand 
— I mean  bullets  with  a big  wide  hole.  The 
bottom  tackle  should  be  as  light  as  possible,  with 
the  top  hook  tied  on  a short  length  of  stitfish 
gut  (say  4 inches)  to  prevent  its  twisting  round 
and  getting  entangled  with  the  longer  or  bottom 
length,  and  1 prefer  the  bullet  on  the  line. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  a very  much 
smaller  bullet  may  be  used  on  a No.  2 than  a 
No.  4 or  5 line,  and  the  lighter  weight  is  not  so 
liable  to  get  fast.  A pellet  of  paste  made  up 
very  stiff  and  adhesive  at  the  water  side,  with 
bran,  bread,  and  a little  barley  meal,  well  sipieezed 
around  the  bullet,  is  a better  ground-bait, 
when  fishing  with  worms,  than  none  ; and  I will 
tel!  you  why.  When  eels  are  hungry  (as  they 
evidently  were  on  this  occasion),  almost  anything 
will  attract,  but  they  go  for  the  worms,  and  it 
strikes  me  very  forcibly  that  if  those  gentlemen 
I saw  bobbing  or  “ clod  ” fishing  in  boats  were  to 
throw  in  some  ground-bait  that  would  attract 
without  feeding  the  eels,  they  would  meet  with 
even  greater  success,  and  save  themselves  con- 
siderable time  and  trouble. 

For  instance,  I have  caught  eels  from  a boat 
simply  throwing  in  a few  grains  and  bran  as 
ground-bait.  On  the  other  hand,  some  anglers 
prefer  buying  their  eels.  There  were  plenty  for 
sale,  all  alive,  and  cheap.  If  properly  kneaded, 
the  pellet  of  ground-bait  well  squeezed  round  the 
bullet,  can  be  cast  any  reasonable  distance,  and 
when  there  comes  a succession  of  what  I should 
call  running  nudges,  with  a final  bend  of  the  rod, 
or  a sharp,  quick,  determined  pull  (they  don’t  all 
bite  alike),  instantly  strike,  and  the  moment  one 
feels  an  eel  is  hooked,  one  should  stand  no 
nonsense,  but  reel  in  as  fast  as  possible,  and,  in 
spite  of  all  his  efforts  to  tie  the  tackle  in  knots, 
keep  him  fully  extended  against  the  stream,  drop 
him  on  the  grass,  place  one's  foot  firmly  across 
him,  and  give  him  his  coup  de  grace  by  severing 
his  backbone  at  the  back  of  his  head  with  a sharp 
penknife,  when  the  hook  may  be  extracted  in 
comfort. 

Roach  and  bream  can  be  taken  following  the 
float  down  with  a Lea  roach  pole,  pure  and  simple, 
baiting  with  either  paste,  gentles,  and  sometimes 
worms,  according  to  state  of  the  weather  and 
water,  and  pegging  for  bream  with  a similar  rod 
may  often  be  practised  with  success. 


Wolves  in  Norway. — The  wolves  have  certainly 
created  a scare  among  the  good  people  of  Norway 
during  the  last  winter,  reports  innumerable 
coming  from  all  quarters  as  to  the  appearance  of 
their  tracks  as  far  south  very  nearly  as  Chris- 
tiania. Many  of  these  would  seem  to  have  been 
exaggerated ; for,  as  a matter  of  fact,  no  wolves 
have  been  killed  to  the  south  of  Gudbrandsdal,  or, 
indeed,  much  outside  the  districts  where  they 
have  existed  for  many  years.  That  they  have 
increased,  however,  within  these  districts  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  and  unless  kept  nnder  will 
undoubtedly  do  much  damage  among  the  elk  and 
reindeer  in  winter,  as  well  as  among  domestic 
animals  in  summer.  Here,  therefore,  is  another 
attraction  for  the  wandering  angler  on  the 
Norwegian  fjelds.  Last  summer  more  than  one 
English  sportsman  fell  in  with  a wolf  or  two 
when  armed  only  with  a rod  ; but,  except  when  in 
numbers  or  when  driven  by  hunger,  they  are 
cowardly  brutes,  and  hard  to  get  a shot  at.  1 have 
more  than  once  come  across  them  when  fishing 
among  the  Swedish  mountains;  but  even  if  1 
had  had  a gun  or  rifle  with  me  in  place  of  a rod, 
there  would  have  been  little  chance  of  getting  a 
good  shot  at  the  brutes.  It  generally  turned  out 
on  these  occasions  that  Lapps  with  their  rein- 
deer were  somewhere  in  the  neighbourhood. 
When  fishing  the  upper  waters  of  the  Reisen,  we 
used  to  hear  the  weird  howling  of  the  wolves 
among  the  rocks  above  us  every  night.  At 
first  it  did  not  improve  our  night’s  rest,  but  the 
effect  soon  wore  off. 
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Some  of  the  best  sea- fishing  to  be  had  at  the 
present  moment  is  with  bass,  mackerel,  and 
pollack,  if  one  could  only  find  the  right  spot  to 
go  to.  I must  confess  to  having  no  great  love 
for  the  professional  method  of  whiffing  for 
mackerel.  To  sail  at  four  or  five  miles  an  hour 
through  the  water  is  delightful,  but  pulling  up 
those  heavy  two-pound  leads,  even  though  there 
may  be  a fish  on  each  time — which  is  not  always 
the  case — becomes  most  tedious  and  back-aching 
after  an  hour  or  two.  It  is  not  sport  as  we 
anglers  understand  it.  Much  more  pleasant  is 
it  to  take  a small  craft,  sail  slower  than  in  the 
ordinary  mackerel  boat,  and  use  a two  ounce 
lead.  


A MACKEREL  from  lilb.  to  2Mh.  gives  great 
fun  on  a light  rod,  though  in  a small  boat  it  must 
be  confessed  that  where  the  angler  is  his  own 
navigator,  the  rod  is  apt  to  be  rather  a nuisance. 
The  last  time  I was  oat  fishing  in  this  way,  I had 
a boy  with  me  who  knew  nothing  about  sailing, 
so  had  the  pleasant  task  of  looking  after  the  boat, 
the  rod,  and  the  boy.  Finally,  the  breeze 
freshening,  I made  the  hoy  lay  down  in  the 
bottom  of  the  boat  a little  to  windward,  where 
he  made  excellent  ballast.  It  is  really  pleasanter 
to  catch  a dozen  fish  with  a light  tackle  in  this 
quiet  way  than  to  have  a long  day's  work  with 
the  two-pound  leads  and  bring  home  500  or  600. 


There  is  not  much  doubt  that  the  very  best 
bait  of  all  for  mackerel  fishing  in  this  fashion 
is  the  last  or  laske,  as  it  is  variously  termed. 
There  are  several  ways  of  cutting  this  bait  from 
the  side  of  the  mackerel,  but  the  following  is,  so 
far  as  my  experience  goes,  the  best.  Hold  the 
mackerel  in  your  left  hand  with  the  head  point- 
ing towards  your  body  ; lay  the  tail  down  on  the 
gunwale  of  the  boat,  and  with  a sharp  knife  make 
a circular  incision  in  the  skin  or  back  about 
l|in.  from  the  tail.  Then  slip  the  knife  under 
this  piece  of  skin  that  you  have  raised  and  slither 
it  off  down  to  the  tail,  and  you  will  get  a trian- 
gular piece  of  skin,  the  base  of  which  is  a slightly 
convex  curve.  There  should  be  very  little  flesh 
on  the  skin,  and  the  bait  should  not  be  more 
than  l^in.  in  length.  At  the  commencement  of 
the  season  one  uses  smaller  baits  than  later  on. 
To  bait  the  hook  lay  the  laske,  skin  side  down, 
on  a flat  piece  of  cork  and  press  the  point  of 
the  hook  through  the  apex  of  the  triangle.  If 
the  laske  is  cut  and  baited  properly  it  will,  as 
it  is  drawn  through  the  water,  quiver,  and  look, 
even  to  the  angler,  exactly  like  small  herring  fry 
swimming  through  the  water. 


For  fishing  at  a low  rate  of  speed  from  a small 
sailing  boat,  the  easily-shifted  Fishing  Gazette 
leads  are  extremely  useful.  Not  only  are  the  fish 
found  at  difi'erent  depths,  but  on  some  days  it 
may  be  necessary,  owing  to  the  freshness  of  the 
breeze,  to  sail  rather  faster  than  on  others,  and 
then  a little  more  lead  is  required.  In  bright 
weather  it  is  important  to  have  gut  next  the  hook, 
hut  when  there  is  a good  breeze  and  the  weather 
is  dull,  as  many  fish  are  caught  without  gut  as 
with  it.  tSea  fishermen  term  the  portion  of  the 
line  next  the  hook  the  “snooding,”  and  many 
professional  mackerel  fishermen  now  make  their 
snooding  consist  of  a yard  of  gut,  and  two  or 
thi'ee  yards  of  fine  hempen  line.  I never  had 
much  success  when  whiffing  from  a rowing  boat 
for  mackerel.  Possibly  the  oars  frightened  the 
fish,  and  when  we  have  been  rowing,  which  has 
been  on  those  days  when  there  was  not  enough 
wind  for  sailing,  the  fish  bit  shyly.  A bit  of 
gurnard  skin  is  by  no  means  a bad  bait.  It  is 
usually  dried,  and  it  is  a caj)ital  plan  to  have  a 
few  dry  baits  in  one’s  book  loi-  use  to  start  with. 
As  soon  as  the  first  mackerel  is  caught,  then  go 
for  his  tail  and  cut  a bait  from  it.  Templar. 


Mr.  Herrington,  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  has 
kindly  forwarded  us  the  particulars  of  the 
creation  of  the  Southern  Fea  Fisheries  District, 
in  accordance  with  the  Sea  Fisheries  Regulation 
Act,  18-8.  The  constitution  of  the  committee, 
expenses,  and  definitions  are  concisely  set  forth. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

E.  Burgess. — The  nearest  fresh-water  fishing 
to  Clacton-on-Sea  is  Holland  Brook,  which  rises 
seven  miles  above  Thorpe,  and  joins  the  sea  six 
miles  down,  two  miles  east  of  Clacton.  There 
may  be  roach  in  the  brook,  but  am  not  sure. 

H.  H.  W. — Neither  of  the  ponds  you  name 
contain  fish  worth  angling  for.  Why  not  fish 
the  Thames  or  Lea  ? 

H.  Salinger. — Thanks.  We  shall  be  happy  to 
receive  an  occasional  report  from  your  secretary. 
A roach  of  11b.  12oz.  is  quite  worthy  of  being  set 
up. 

Clerk. — We  think  Paddock  Wood,  on  the 
S E R.,  or  Tunbridge,  would  suit  you. 


CotreSjp0TllJ5TtCt 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 

“ One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi- 
ment,"— T.  E.  Pritt. 

FLY-FISHING  FOR  BASS. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  Tucker’s  query  whether 
bass  take  the  artificial  fly,  as  I have  had  con- 
siderable experience  in  fishing  for  this  strong 
and  sporting  fish,  perhaps  the  hints  I may  be  able 
to  give  may  be  of  some  interest,  especially  now 
as  the  season  is  approaching  for  bass  fishing,  and 
more  interest  is  now  being  taken  in  all  sea  fish- 
ing. First  then,  bass  will  undoubtedly  take  a 
fly,  and  almost  any  old  salmon  fly  will  kill  them 
occasionally,  but  they  are  very  capricious,  and  I 
have  constantly  found  them  refuse  to  take  an 
ordinary  fly  even  when  they  are  playing  on  the 
surface.  There  is  one  kind  of  fly,  however,  or 
rather  artificial  bait  used  as  a fly,  that  I 
have  found  infallible,  and  it  is  made  thus  : 
First  take  a small  salmon  hook  of  about  No.  4 or 
5 (round  bend  for  choice),  tie  it  on  a loop  of  treble 
or  double  gut  as  if  for  a salmon  fly.  Then  take 
an  ordinary  quill  toothpick  and  lash  it  on  to  the 
hook,  leaving  the  point  of  quill  projecting  as 
below. 
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Then  take  the  skin  from  the  belly  of  a grey 
gurnet,  nail  it  out  on  a board,  and  let  it  dry. 
When  dry  cut  a piece  out  of  this  shape. 


Fold  this  over  the  quill  and  hook,  lashing  it  at 
the  head  and  stitching  together  all  along  the 
lower  side,  when  it  will  present  this  appearance. 


When  dry  it  looks  rather  dull,  like  the  colour  of 
the  horn  of  a horn  lantern,  but  when  wet  it  gets 
a beautiful  silvery,  and  yet  transparent,  irdes- 
cence,  and  when  drawn  rapidly  by  jerks  along 
the  surface  of  the  water,  gives  a very  accurate 
representation  of  the  silvery  “ brit,”  or  young 
fry,  that  is  the  principal  food  of  the  bass  when 
surface  feeding. 

This  bait  is  even  lighter  than  an  ordinary  fly,  and 
can  be  cast  like  it,  attached  to  an  ordinary  cast  of 
salmon  gut.  I have  always  found  it  irresistible 
when  bass  are  surface  feeding,  and  both  mackerel 
and  pollack  take  it  almost  ec[ually  well,  and  as 
the  gurnet  skin  is  so  tough  as  to  be  almost 
indestructible,  three  or  four  of  these  gurnet  Hies 
will  last  a season. 

The  bait  should  be  cast  with  an  ordinary  15ft. 
or  16ft.  grilse  rod  and  pretty  heavy  tapering 
line ; it  cun  then  be  hurled  out  with  tolerable 
accuracy  even  against  a fairly  strong  breeze,  and 
this  is  a great  advantage,  as  if  fishing  from  the 
rocks,  bass  are  generally  to  be  found  in  the 
breakers,  and  nearly  always  on  the  weather  or 
( xposed  side  of  the  reef  or  island  as  the  case  may 


be.  I know  of  no  more  exciting  sport  than  is 
to  be  had  by  landing  just  before  flood  tide  on 
some  small  islet  or  rock  freijuented  by  bass,  and 
waiting  for  the  shoal  to  rise,  and  then  casting 
for  them  and  killing  them  from  shore.  This  is 
a far  better  plan  than  fishing  from  a boat,  as  , 
when  they  are  much  fished,  the  boat  soon  scai;ea  j 
them  and  “ puts  them  down.”  It  is  better  to  let  i 
your  fisherman  anchor  within  hail,  so  as  to  be  i 
in  reach  if  a shifting  wind  or  the  rising  tide 
compels  you  to  shift  your  quarters.  (N.B. — A \ 

long  gaff  is  indispensable.)  I have  in  this  wa}’  V 
landed  six  or  seven  bass  from  41b.  up  to  141b.,  ] 
and  about  the  same  quantity  of  large  pollack  ) 
in  one  tide  on  the  Devonshire  coast,  and  no  ] 
doubt  there  are  many  places  less  fished,  where  ( 
double  this  amount  could  be  killed  by  this  method.  I 
I hope  that  these  hints  will  be  useful  to  Mr.  j; 
Tucker  and  other  sea  fishermen,  and  if  I can  i 
give  any  further  explanations  or  instructions  to 
those  wishing  to  try  this  very  sporting  kind  of 
fishing  I shall  be  happy  to  do  so,  if  they  will  | 
communicate  with  me  through  you. — I am,  &c.,  ; 

Glanrhos,  i 


A BIG  TAKE  OP  FISH. 

Sir, — When  turning  over  the  pages  of  the  i 
Fishing  Gazette  week  by  week,  I look  for,  and  ^ 
am  always  pleased  when  I can  find,  some  account  .| 
of  a good  day’s  sport ; and  I venture  to  say  ' i 
that  there  will  be  a good,  number  of  your  J 
readers  interested  in  a short  account  of  the  p 
really  splendid  day  I had  on  Barton  Broad  with  I 
the  roach  on  the  4th  of  July.  Enclosed  I send  > 
you  a photograph  I had  taken  of  the  “ catch.” 
Many  people  will  recognise  Nichols,  the  Stalham  jc 
angler  and  attendant,  and,  by  the  way,  for  the 
convenience  of  my  brother  sportsmen,  allow  me 
to  say  that  no  man  could  wish  for  a better  guide 
and  attendant  angler  than  Nichols.  I have,  after 
many  years  fishing  in  the  Broads,  found  that  a 
day  with  him  means  a day’s  good  sport.  Have 
you  ever  heard,  sir,  of  a better  catch  of  roach 
than  fifty-one  fish  turning  the  scale  at  5l!lb.  ? I 
have  many  times  had  a greater  weight  of  fish, 
but  never  of  one  class.  I shall  remember  July  4, 
1893,  on  Barton  Broad,  all  my  life,  and  when  the 
tackle  is  carefully  laid  by  till  the  following 
season,  and  on  the  winter  evenings  we  are  fighting 
our  fishing  battles  over  again,  there  will  be  none 
more  worthy  of  a place  than  this  catch  of  roach. 

In  the  photograph  you  will  see  a few  bream, 

&c. — the  total  weight  of  fish  caught  was  651b.  All 
anglers  who  are  desirous  of  a few  days’  good 
sport  should  come  here.  My  last  take  (July  9) 
was  711b.,  principally  bream,  not  equal  to  the 
roach  day,  but  sufficiently  good  for  the  most  ! 
ardent  angler. — 1 am,  &c., 

Stalham.  Fredk.  A.  Warlow. 

[Judging  from  the  photograph,  it  really  is  a 
grand  take,  and  speaks  well  for  the  skill  of  the  | 
captors.]  j 

A SINGULAR  INCIDENT. 

Sir, — The  following  fact  may  interest  some  of 
your  readers ; although  from  time  to  time  you 
give  us  interesting  accounts  of  remarkable 
events  that  occur  in  the  experiences  of  those 
pursuing  the  gentle  art,  yet  I do  not  remember 
reading  anything  just  on  the  same  lines. 

On  Saturday  1 started  with  two  others  in  a i 
boat  from  Arundel  Bridge  to  fish  the  old  river,  j 
or  Horseshoe  as  it  is  called.  We  gently  drifted  j 
under  the  boughs  of  a spreading  tree  that  we  j 
knew  so  well,  and  made  fast,  and  speedily  set  to  | 
work  enjoying  the  visional  feast  that  surrounded 
us.  We  were  fishingwithfinetackle  for  roach,  and 
had  made  a small  b.ag,  when  I struck  what  was  '• 
supposed  to  be  one  of  the  largest  fish  in  the  river, 
with  the  result  that  my  line  had  quite  disappeared, 
though  the  float,  which  had  fallen  off,  I was  able  i 
to  rescue  with  the  aid  of  the  landing  net.  I was  well 
scolded  for  having  struck  so  hard  at  my  fish  ( which 
was  one  of  my  faults),  and  told  that  I deserved 
to  lose  llum,  &c.  Well,  sir,  we  had  been  fishing 
for  about  an  hour  when  I heard  a strange  noise 
of  splashing  from  behind  the  boat,  which  for 
some  time  was  unnoticed,  but  at  length  I looked 
round  and  discovered  a fish  hanging  and 
struggling  on  one  of  the  lower  branches  of 
a tree.  My  lost  fish  had  evidently  rushed  into 
the  rushes,  wound  the  line  round  the  twigs,  and 
had  thus  been  left  high  and  dry  by  the  then  falling 
tide.  This  big  fish  weighed  4oz. — I am,  &c., 

G.  Gathercole. 
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KOACH  AND  BRKAM  LINES. 
giR^ — I was  glad  to  see  in  your  last  issue  the 
note  of  Mr.  Jell'ery  on  roach  and  bream  lines.  I 
have  for  some  time  fished  the  River  Arun,  and 
prefer  the  long  pole  and  tight  line  stylo,  perhaps 
because  it  is  more  easy  and  does  not  require  so 
much  skill.  1 generally  use  tv?o  rods,  one  for 
swimming,  the  other  pegged  down  by  my  side. 
The  one  1 peg  down  is  alter  this  fashion  : I have 
just  enough  shots  on  the  line  to  keep  it  from 
being  driven  up  by  force  of  water;  these  1 have 
just  above  the  hook  length,  with  one  exception, 
about  the  centre  of  the  hook  length.  I then 
nicely  plumb  the  depth  and  allow  the  hook  length 
to  rest  upon  the  bottom,  the  shots  just  clearing 
it.  If  the  tide  is  very  strong  I use  a heavier  float 
and  more  shot.  Although  I would  rather  catch 
one  fish  with  the  swimming  line  than  three  on 
the  other,  in  seven  out  of  ten  cases  the  odds  are 
on  the  pegged  down  one  ; yet  if  I ledger  with  the 
same  tackle  with  a drilled  bullet  that  the  line 
passes  through  ever  so  easily,  I cannot  catch  so 
many  fish.  I should  like  to  know  how  to  account 
for  this.  My  opinion  is  that  with  the  shots  just 
clearing  the  bottom,  the  water  has  the  effect  of 
gently  moving  the  line  and  so  the  bait  from  time 
to  time,  which  may  attract  the  fish  more  than 
with  the  lead  lying  still  upon  the  bottom.  I am, 
of  course,  very  amateur,  and  probably  this  will 
bring  a smile  to  some  faces,  but  I am  very  fond 
of  roach  fishing,  and  should  be  very  glad  if  any 
reader  of  your  valuable  and  interesting  paper 
would  give  a hint  through  the  same. — I am,  &c., 

Bertie. 


Sir, — Does  Mr.  Jeffery  (1)  mean  to  say  that  he 
would  prefer  to  keep  a taut  line  and  strike  his 
fish  forty  yards  off  when  stret  pegging  for  dace, 
or  tight  corking  for  barbel,  &c.  P Then  all  I can 
say  is,  I have  a good  deal  yet  to  learn  in  the  art 
of  Trent  angling.  (2)  If  “ many  anglers  fish  in 
the  Nottingham  style,  with  a line  which  is 
bagged  and  bowed  all  over  the  swim,”  as  Mr. 
Jeffery  says,  all  I can  say  is,  I never  saw  such  an 
extraordinary  performance  take  place  on  the 
Trent,  for  the  simple  reason  that  it  is  impossible 
— I repeat,  impossible.  (3)  May  1 ask  Mr. 
Jeffery  what  fish  he  was  after  where  he  says  : 
” They  are  excellent  specimens  of  running  lines, 
and  will  uncoil  from  any  reel  without  any 
manipulation”?  Surely  Mr.  Jeffery  would  not 
permit  any  line,  good,  bad,  or  indifferent,  to  un- 
coil from  his  reel — does  it  go  by  clockwork  ? — 
and  allow  a pelican  quill  to  travel  forty  or  fifty 
yards  down  a barbel  swim  without  some  kind  of 
manipulation.  If  so,  then  where  are  these  reels 
and  lines  to  be  obtained  ? — I am,  &c., 

A Trent  Angler. 

Sir, — As  Mr.  Jeffery  says  he  is  “a  Nottingham 
fisher,”  what  sort  of  reel  does  he  use  to  enable 
him  to  follow  the  Nottingham  style  “ without  any 
manipulation”  of  the  line?  This  is  very  refreshing. 
(1)  Where  can  I obtain  it,  and  what  is  the  price 
of  this  reel?  (2)  Does  it  go  by  clockwork? 
Again,  he  says  : “ Many  anglers  fish  in  the 
Nottingham  style  with  a line  that  is  bagged  and 
bowed  all  over  the  swim.”  Where,  in  the  name 
of  all  that  is  comical,  where?  Not  at  Notting- 
ham, surely. — I am,  &c.,  A Trent  Angler. 


Sir, — Will  your  correspondent,  J.  Jeffery,  say 
what  part  of  the  slow  River  Mole  he  can  let 
40  yards  of  line  off  his  reel  without  it  bagging 
or  bowing  all  over  the  swim  ? 

With  regard  to  the  Woodward  and  Bailey 
match,  allow  me  to  state  that  while  Mr.  Jeffery 
was  letting  out  and  reeling  in  40  yards  of  line  (if 
fish  were  biting  at  all)  any  average  Lea  man 
would  hook  and  land  three  fish  to  Mr.  Jeffery’s 
one. 

If  Mr.  Jeffery  doubts  this,  there  can  be  found 
plenty  of  Lea  men  who  will  be  willing  to  make  a 
match  with  him. — I am,  &c.,  A Lea  Angler. 


FISHING  AT  BATH. 

Sir, — Will  you  kindly  tell  me  in  next  week’s 
Fishing  Gazette,  whether  there  is  any  fishing  near 
Bath  Or  Bristol,  and  what  kind  of  fish,  and  oblige  ? 
— Yours,  &c.,  H.  W.  Lloyd. 

[Bath  and  Bristol  are  on  the  Avon,  which 
contains  some  excellent  roach,  pike,  perch,  chub, 
and  very  large  gudgeon.  Plenty  of  free  fishing. 
There  is  also  some  good  trout  fishing,  at  Shaw- 
ford,  between  Bath  and  Fro  me.] 


MISLEADING  REPORTS. 

Sir, "Would  you  permit  me  to  mildly  take  ex-  ( 
ception  to  both  the  tone  and  the  obvious  deduction  ^ 
from  the  opening  part  of  Mr.  Daniel  O’Fee’s  < 
letter  in  your  last  issue.  The  conclusion  there-  ( 
from  is  evidently  that  your  Lister  reports  are  1 
almost  invariably  incorrect.  The  reverse  is  quite 
the  case.  I have  frequently  been  impressed  with  i 
the  exactitude  of  very  many  of  these  reports,  in 
view  of  the  difliculty  which  must  have  been  caused 
by  the  obtaining  of  reliable  information,  where 
personal  knowledge  could  only  bo  had  by  presence 
at  the  rivers — an  expensive  method  and  out  of 
the  question  in  all  cases.  I have  had  the  plea- 
sure of  knowing  your  correspondent  “ J.  A.  B.” 
since  I took  up  the  work  of  the  Belfast  Anglers’ 
Association,  nearly  six  years  ago,  and  I have  found 
that  he  spares  no  pains  to  secure  veracious  reports 
or  to  further  angling  interests  in  this  district. — I 
am,  &c.,  F.  J.  Kennedy,  Hon.  Sec.  B.A.A. 

Sir. — In  last  week’s  issue  Mr.  Daniel  O'Fee  calls 
attention  to  my  Ulster  notes  of  the  previous 
week,  re  no  salmon  at  that  time  in  the  Bann.  I 
admit  that  I was  in  error,  but  I had  no  occasion 
to  doubt  the  veracity  of  the  gentleman  who  had 
informed  me  to  that  effect  at  the  time.  While 
being  obliged  to  Mr.  O’Fee  for  correcting  my 
error,  I cannot  help  saying  that  his  general  attack 
on  my  notes,  which  I contribute  to  the  best  of  my 
ability,  is  unwarranted  and  unjustifiable. — I am, 
James  A.  Barlow'e. 

THE  BAD  BOLL  SCHEME. 

Sir, — A recent  number  of  your  paper  gives 
publicity  to  a project  started  for  the  purpose  of 
buying  up  the  Bad  Boll  Hotel,  together  with  the 
fishing  rights  on  the  River  Wutach,  in  the  Black 
Forest.  To  one  who  has  fished  this  stream  the 
proposition  presents  some  attractions.  It  may 
safely  be  assumed  that  the  sport  is  good.  The 
trout  and  grayling  are  both  plentiful  and  of  con- 
siderable size,  and  with  care  the  whole  river 
could  be  transformed  into  a splendid  sketch  of 
sporting  water. 

Before,  however,  adventuring  an  application 
for  shares  it  is,  I think,  due  to  the  would-be  sub- 
scriber that  he  should  be  put  in  possession  of 
more  detailed  information  than  is  at  present  at 
his  disposal.  In  the  first  place,  I gather  from  the 
public  notice  that  it  is  in  contemplation  to  con- 
tinue to  run  the  hotel  on  its  present  lines,  not 
reserving  it  exclusively  for  the  convenience  of 
fishermen ; if  so,  something  more  than  a simple 
assertion  as  to  the  profits  likely  to  be  gathered 
from  this  venture  seems  desirable  ; the  more  so, 
as  the  estimate  indicated  seems  to  me  a some- 
what sanguine  one.  Moreover,  the  price  to  be 
paid  for  the  hotel  and  its  appurtenant  buildings 
appears  at  first  sight  excessive.  It  is  quite  pos- 
sible, how'ever,that  this  opinion  might  be  modified 
on  learning  more  precise  details. 

Further,  we  are  told  that  a fish-breeding 
establishment  exists  on  or  near  the  premises. 

' My  recollection  coincides  with  this  statement, 

I indeed,  if  I am  not  mistaken,  other  and  even  more 
elaborately  managed  establishments  of  a similar 
; kind  have  been  started  at  various  spots  situated 
• on  the  banks  of  this  river ; and  I believe  it  to  be 
a fact  that  the  present  lessee  of  the  fishing  rights 
is  under  an  engagement  with  the  German  Govern- 
' ment  to  supply  trout  and  grayling  fry  for  the 
, purpose  of  stocking  other  rivers  in  that  country. 

; It  would  be  as  well  to  know  whether  this  obliga- 
tion would  be  insisted  upon  as  one  of  the  terms 
' of  the  lease  to  be  taken  by  the  new  company. 

' Again,  some  information  might  be  conceded  on 
i the  question  of  the  precautions  to  be  taken  to 
i prevent  poaching,  which,  I fear,  must  be  of  a more 
J stringent  kind  than  those  now  in  force,  when  it  is 
remembered  that  the  lessees  are  to  be  foreigners, 

L and  foreigners  towards  whom  the  villagers  may 
I nourish  feelings  the  reverse  of  hospitable. 

Assuming  that  the  fishing  rights  are  to  include 
both  banks  of  the  stream,  I,  for  one,  should  like 
to  know  what  steps  are  practicable  for  preventing 
3 the  water  being  polluted  and  the  fish  destroyed 
r by  the  discharge  of  poisonous  liquids  from  mills 
■'  or  manufactories  having  drains  communicating 
with  the  stream  ; and  this  question  assumes  the 
1 more  importance  from  the  fact  that  a misfortune 
, of  this  kind  did  undoubtedly  once  happen,  when 
washings  from  a mill  in  or  near  Newstadt  did 
cause  the  greatest  havoc  among  the  fish,  almost  as 
far  as  the  preserved  water  opposite  the  hotel. 


Personally,  I think  it  would  be  a mistake  to 
charge  a daily  fee,  however  small,  payable  by 
visitors,  not  members  of  the  club,  for  the  privilege 
of  fishing  in  a portion  of  the  stream  ; under  any 
circumstances  a municipal  charge  of  five  marks 
has  to  be  paid  before  a lino  can  be  thrown  on  the 
water,  a tax  which  would  probably  be  considered 
sufficiently  burdensome  without  the  addition  of  a 
daily  fee.  Residence  at  a hotel  generally  is  sup- 
posed to  carry  with  it  the  right  to  fish,  and  it 
would,  I think,  certainly  detract  from  the  attrac- 
tiveness of  the  hotel  if  an  exception  were  made 
to  the  usual  rule.  The  extent  of  water  open  to 
visitors  might  be  curtailed,  but  I certainly  think 
a portion  of  the  stream,  however  limited,  should 
be  made  available  to  visitors  free  of  all  charge.  I 
further  think  that  the  restriction  sought  to  be 
imposed  on  suberibers  of  £50,  which  would  prevent 
the  transfer  of  fishing  rights  to  a friend,  quite 
unnecessary.  Bad  Boll  is  a long  way  from  London, 
and  it  is  not  likely  that  the  privilege,  except 
perhaps  in  one  or  two  isolated  cases,  where  the 
subscriber  happens  to  live  in  the  neighbourhood, 
is  at  all  likely  to  be  abused,  or  render  it  probable 
that  a river  forty  miles  in  extent  would  be  over- 
fished.— I am,  &c.,  R- 


BAITS  FOR  SEA  FISHING. 

Sir, — Your  correspondent,  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  is 
slightly  in  error  when  he  says  that  artificial  baits 
only  take  three  kinds  of  fish,  namely,  pollack,  bass, 
and  mackerel.  The  ‘M  im  Crow  ” sand-eel  is  a very 
deadly  bait  for  codling  and  cod,  as  also  is  the 
Plano-convex  minnow.  Gurnard,  garfish,  billet, 
piper,  haddock,  tub,  lythe,  shad,  readily  take 
the  various  silver  spinners,  whilst  the  chad, 
herring,  and  grey  mullet  take  the  fly.  Some 
little  time  ago  I had  a letter  from  the  Earl  of 
Mayo,  who  said  that  his  brother,  who  was  on  the 
West  Coast  of  Africa,  had  very  good  sport  with 
the  White  Fly.  I know  several  fishermen  who 
still  pursue  the  sport,  and  fly-fishing  for  herring 
is  very  common.  1 think  I reported  a mixed 
basket  of  billet  and  cod  having  amongst  it  one 
cod  weighing  161b.,  which  was  caught  by  Mr. 
F.  J.  Leach,  who  was  staying  at  Redcar,  the 
bait  being  the  Red  “ Jim  Crow  ” sand-eel,  and  the 
hundredweight  being  caught  one  morning.  I have 
more  than  once  caught  a conger  on  a spinning 
bait,  and  not  foul-hooked.  I cannot  agree  with 
Mr.  J.  C.  Willcocks  in  his  remarks  that,  a living 
sand-eel  is  the  only  bait  worth  using  in  nine  cases 
out  of  ten  for  pollack  and  bass,  when  I have 
abundant  evidence  in  writing  that  in  many  cases 
the  artificial  spinning  sand-eel  has  beaten  the 
natural  bait  by  two  to  one  ; in  fact,  I have  known 
instances  where  fish  have  refused  the  natural 
for  the  artificial.  A gentleman  fishing  in 
“ Yealm  Gut”  was  using  t,ne  living  sandeel,  but 
sport  was  bad  and  bait  was  nearly  exhausted.  At 
last  he  landed  a pollack  which  disgorged  a score 
or  more  sand-eels ; he  then  thought  he  was  right 
for  another  hour  or  two,  but,  to  his  disgust,  fish 
would  not  look  at  his  natural  bait  ; on  fixing  up 
a red  sand-eel  he  took  nine  good  fish  in  less  than 
a quarter  of  an  hour.  I think  this  proves  that 
fish  are  like  human  beings  in  their  taste,  they 
like  a variety,  and  when  they  are  glutted  with 
one  bait  they  will  take  another.  I have  taken 
scores  of  pouting  with  a white  shirt  button  on 
the  hook.  Bream  and  dory  also  take  bright 
spinning  baits.- — I am,  &c., 

Plymouth.  Willi.am  Hearder. 


I LONDON  V.  SHEFFIELD. 

L Sir, — Will  you  kindly  give  publicity,  through 
) your  columns,  to  the  facL  that  Sheffield  anglers 
i are  very  anxious  to  arrange  a match  between  an 
s expert  in  their  style  of  angling  and  a representa- 
, tive  London  wielder  of  the  long  pole,  for  choice 
''  Mr.  J.  Osborne,  who  has  expressed  his  willingness 
to  compete.  As  this  desire  for  a match  on  the 
) part  of  our  brethern  of  the  cutlery  town  dates 
) back  some  considerable  period,  the  credit  of 
J London  anglers  appears  to  be  at  stake ; there- 
l fore,  with  the  object  of  discussing  ways  and 
3 means  for  bringing  about  what  would  be  a very 
' interesting  contest,  it  has  been  decided  to  call  an 
3 open  meeting  at  Mr.  II.  J.  Tibbatts’s,  the  Citizen, 
J Houndsditch,  on  Tuesday,  the  25th  inst.,  at  9 p.m. 
1 sharp,  at  which  all  anglers  who  are  interested  in 
I the  subject  and  wish  to  express  their  views  thereon 
3 are  cordially  invited  to  attend. — I am,  &c., 

17,  Cleveland  road,  N.  J.  McDermott, 
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SEA  FISHING  AT  SELSEY. 

Sir, — As  an  old  angler,  but,  owing  to  circum- 
stances, having  lately  had  but  too  little  oppor- 
tunity for  fresh-water  fishing,  I have,  in  taking 
my  holiday,  tried  my  hand  at  sea  fishing,  and, 
knowing  the  difficulty  with  many  anglers  to  find 
a comfortable  swim  of  easy  access  to  the  metro- 
polis, am  glad  to  give  you  my  experiences  at 
Selsea.  I leave  Victoria  for  Chichester  per 
L.  B.  and  S.  C.  Bailway,  at  which  place  I arrive 
after  two  hours’  lovely  ride,  thence  by  coach 
about  eight  miles,  for  the  moderate  sum  of  Is., 
and  I arrive  at  a fishing  village  of  about  1000 
inhabitants — Selsey-on-Sea. 

On  the  south-east  side,  for  those  who  prefer 
fishing,  I find  myself  in  company  with  shell-fisher- 
men. I make  tracks,  and,  under  the  influence  of 
the  pipe,  get  a good  deal  of  information,  and 
learn,  among  other  things,  there  are  something 
like  twenty  little  yachts,  which  are  owned  by 
as  many  masters,  most  respectacle  indeed,  and 
as  was  stated  at  the  Fishermen’s  Exhibition, 
“ little  gentlemen.”  Their  occupation  is  a 
fairly  successful  one;  they  are  enabled  at  this 
time  of  the  year  to  supply  on  an  average  a good 
one-horse  load  of  crabs  and  lobsters  each  day.  I 
also  saw  several  prawners,  who,  I was  sorry  to 
hear,  were  meeting  with  poor  success  this  season, 
but  all  this  is  by  the  way.  I secure  my 
“■  diggings,”  and  shortly  find  not  fish,  but  a 
very  nice  fowl,  green  peas,  and  new  potatoes, 
that  were  a surprise  to  me  after  the  weather 
we  have  experienced.  After  dinner  I secure 
the  use  of  a boat  and  a good  supply  of 
small  shrimps  got  from  the  Marshes  quite  near, 
and  the  following  morning  finds  me  about  a mile 
and  a half  out  near  a rock,  and  close  to  the 
passage  up  the  Solent.  I have  a splendid  view 
of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  various  large  steamers 
which  come  within  half  a mile  of  the  S])ot.  I 
find  others  on  the  war  path,  a lady  and  gentle- 
man with  their  boatman,  and  am  somewhat 
surprised,  after  rigging  up  my  tackle  of  rather 
fine  gut  and  a No.  4 sneck  bend  hook,  and 
slightly  weighted  line,  on  an  old  general  rod, 
that  is  quite  up  to  81b.  or  101b.,  to  find  myself 
immediately  at  work.  I get  a run  at  once,  and 
secure  a whiting  cole  of  about  a pound.  I irse  my 
landing  net  even  for  this.  I re-bait,  and  am 
immediately  at  it  again,  and  so  we  proceed  ; but 
my  neighbours  are  unhappy,  they  move  the  boat, 
but  with  no  better  result ; at  this  1 am  a little 
surprised  to  find  my  friend  Saunders,  the  boat 
owner,  in  error,  but  so  he  was,  for  he  was  using 
his  usual  coarse  lines  and  hooks,  and  in  the  very 
clear  water,  I told  him  perhaps  the  “ clothes 
lines  ” were  seen  by  those  artful  fish.  I supply 
him  with  one  of  my  gut  lines,  and  I very  soon 
notice  the  lady  has  him,  the  fish,  not  Saunders, 
he  is  a confirmed  batchelor,  and  they  readily 
acknowledge  that  fine  tackle  is  best  everywhere. 
You  may  now  and  then  get  broken  up,  but  better 
that  than  spend  all  the  time  without  a touch. 
The  result  of  my  morning’s  spell  of  about  an  hour 
and  a halt  is  twenty-six  fine  fish.  I rejieat  this 
every  day  when  tolerably  calm,  and  after  a rough 
sea,  on  the  morning  I am  returning  to  London,  I 
secure  401b.  of  good  fish  in  an  hour,  some  of 
which  I bring  home  weighing  41b.  and  .51b.  each, 
and  a codling  of  71b.  I should  not  close  without 
saying  I find  board  and  lodging  at  Selsey  very 
clean  and  comfortable  for  20s.  to  30s.  per  week 
inclusive.  The  fishermen  are  of  the  most  respect- 
able class.  Many  of  them  have  lived  and 
laboured  at  their  dear  craft  over  three  score 
years.  One  family  I heard  of,  the  father  and 
three  or  more  sons  all  alive  and  well,  and  the 
youngest  is  a youth  of  sixty  years.  I shall  be 
delighted  to  give  any  particulars  to  any  brother 
fisherman  who  likes  to  be  quiet  and  go  a-angling. 
— I am,  &c.,  JosRpu  Lakk. 

Station-road,  Brixton,  S.W. 


TROUT  FISHING. 

Sir, — During  the  past  few  weeks  trout,  weights 
as  follows,  have  been  caught  in  the  River  Colne 
and  weighed-in  at  the  club  house : — 31b.  8oz., 
31b.  ll.loz.,  31b.  12’, oz.,  31b.  4oz.,  41b.  Ojoz. 

The  fish  were  all  taken  by  members  of  the 
Watford  Piscators,  and  they  constitute  so  fine  a 
record  that  1 think  the  fact  would  be  interesting  to 
the  readers  of  your  valuable  paper. — I am,  Ac., 

24,  Essex-road,  J.  Tu'lor,  secretary. 

Watford. 


The  following  letter  and  photos  have  been  sent 
to  Mr.  Bambridge,  of  Eton,  who  has  kindly 
forwarded  them  to  us  for  insertion  : 

SOME  CAIRO  CARP. 

Sir, — I have  persevered  and  succeeded. 
Yesterday  I landed  a fish  of  19flb.  (just  going 
201b.),  and  three  days  ago  one  of  lOU'o.  I got 
them  ledgering,  and  they  are  very  like  carp.  In 
all  I have  caught  four  different  species,  but  the 
rest  all  small. 

The  natives  all  laughed  at  my  fine  tackle,  and 
I tried  most  things,  and  now  I think  I am  on  the 


FISHING  AT  SOUTHWOLD. 

Sir, — I should  feel  much  obliged  if  you  could 
inform  me  in  your  next  issue  if  there  is  any,  and 
if  so,  what  kind  of,  fishing  to  be  had  in  the 
the  neighbourhood  of  Southwold ; how  far  it  is 
away,  and,  if  permission  is  needed,  to  whom  I 
should  apply  ? — I am,  Ac.,  W.  H.  H. 

[Fresh-water  fishing  can  be  had  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Southwold  about  two  miles  from 
the  town.  Application  for  permission  to  be 
obtained  through  the  Rev.  J.  F.  N.  Ewen, 
Reydon  Hall,  Wangford.  Several  anglers  go  as 
far  as  Beccles,  which  is  a twelve  miles  drive.  Salt- 


right road  to  success.  I return  home  nearly  at 
once,  on  leave,  and  shall  come  and  see  you,  and  if 
you  wish  it,  would  gladly  tell  you  what  a fisher- 
man on  the  Nile  really  wants. 

The  big  fish  (19flb.)  was  caught  on  one  of  your 
single  gut  ledgers  and  barbel  hook  you  sent  me. 
He  took  out  40  yards  to  50  yards  of  line  at  first, 
and  I had  a job  to  land  him  ; but,  luckily,  had 
had  a rough  gaff  forged  here,  and  one  of  the 
English  officers  gaffed  him  for  me. 

They  are  very  fair  eating,  even  with  a native 
cook.  There  were  three  officers  there  when  I was 
playing  him,  and  who  saw  him  weighed,  and 
they  were  astonished  at  the  goodness  of  your  gut. 

I meant  to  send  a little  paragraph  to  the  Field 
paper,  but  it  is  too  late,  as  the  mail  is  going,  and 
I am  too  lazy  ; but  you  have  my  full  permission 
to  ({uote  any  of  this  letter  anywhere,  as  I believe 


water  fish  are  caught  at  times  from  the  shore 
by  line  with  ten  to  twelve  or  more  hooks  attached 
to  the  line,  weighted  and  thrown  in  as  far  as 
possible.  Also  by  going  off  in  boats  and  dropping 
lines  in.  The  principal  industry  of  Southwold  is 
fishing.  At  various  seasons  herrings,  soles, 
turbot,  plaice,  bults,  lobsters,  shrimps,  smelts, 
Ac.,  are  caught  in  the  bay.  Boats  are  let  on 
reasonable  terms,  and  many  of  the  visitors  go  off 
with  the  fishermen  for  a night’s  cruise.  South- 
wold is  109|  miles  from  London.] 


PISHING  AT  GRASMERE. 

Sir, — Would  you  kindly  give  me  any  informa- 
tion regarding  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Grasmere  in  August.^  Perch  appear  to  be  plentiful, 
but  I am  anxious  to  get  some  trout,  and  any  in- 


Nile  fish  have  hitherto  been  supposed  “ uneat- 
able ” by  most  people. 

I enclose  you  two  bad  photos  of  specimens  of 
fish  I have  caught.  I am  a bad  photographer — 
they  may  interest  you. 

The  old  greenheart  pike  rod  is  a wonder  still, 
and  much  admired. 

Well ! I hope  to  see  you  soon,  and  talk  it  all 
over,  as  there  are  a lot  of  little  improvements 
you  could  make  for  the  East.  I have  been  just 
on  eleven  years  on  and  off  in  different  parts. — I 
a,m,  Ac.,  Lt.  Clyde  d’Agdilar, 

17th  Lancers,  Egypt.  Cavalry. 

War  Office,  Cairo,  Egypt. 

FISHING  NEAR  LITTLEHAMPTON. 

Sir, — Would  you  kindly  inform  me  through 
your  valuable  paper,  whether  there  is  any  fresh- 
water fishing  at  or  near  Littlehampton,  and 
whether  it  is  free  or  otherwise  ? An  answer  will 
greatly  oblige. — Yours,  Ac.,  .1.  S. 

[Pulborough  and  Ambcrley  are  near  Little- 
hampton. The  Pother  and  Arun  contain  some  good 
fish.  There  is  free  fishing  to  be  obtained  on  both 

these  rivers.]  

NET  WANTED. 

Sir, — Will  anyone  in  possession  of  a net,  or 
who  knows  of  one,  suitable  for  dragging  a good- 
sized  pond,  kindly  communicate  with  me  for 
hire  or  loan  of  same  at  once.  Must  be  a small 
mesh. — I am,  Ac.,  R.  E.  Wedgwood. 

Stoneleigh,  London-road,  Tonbridge. 


formation  regarding  them  will  be  very  gratefully 
received. — I am,  Ac.,  W.  W.  F. 

[There  are  a few  pike  and  trout  and  plenty  of 
perch  in  Grasmere,  but  they  are  much  fished. 
Plenty  of  small  trout  in  the  stream  are  which 
runs  into  Grasmere.  The  higher  up  you  go  the 
better  the  fishing.  Easdale  Tarn,  three  miles 
above  Grasmere,  trout  and  perch.  The  same  at 
Codall  Tarn  near  Easdale.  We  believe  a small 
fee  is  required  for  fishing.] 


THE  SKEGNESS  DISASTER. 

Sir, — I regret  to  inform  you  that  among  the 
victims  of  the  late  deplorable  disaster  at  Skegness 
were  the  highly  respected  secretary  of  our  fishing 
club,  Mr.  W.  S.  Hawkins,  and  Mr.  T.  Waterman. 
A subscription  list  will  shortly  be  forwarded  to 
fishing  clubs,  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  liberally 
patronised.  Altogether  we  have  lost  ton  of  our 
members,  who  have  left  behind  them  eight  widows 
and  thirty  children.  )Ve  therefore  hope  j'ou  will 
do  your  best  to  supplement  the  relief  fund  by  any 
means  that  you  can  devise. — I am,  Ac., 

E.  A.  HriiREN,  '\'iee  I’resident  and 
Chairman  of  Fishing  Club. 

Clapton  Park  Club  and  Institute, 

60,  Brooksby’s-walk,  Homerton. 


HOW  TO  KEEP  GUT. 

Sir, — Carbolised  “gut  ” ligatures  are  known  by 
the  prefix  “cat.”  No  relation  to  the  “ silkworm” — 
fiddlestrings,  in  fact. — I am,  Ac.,  Grasshopper. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 

SATURDAY,  JULY  22,  1893. 


ANGLING  FIXTURES. 


July  23. 

Brunswick  Brothers  ; Match  at  Dagenham  DaLce. 
Cobden  : Match  at  West  Drayton. 

Great  Yarmouth  Working  Men's  Angling  Society  : 
Excursion  to  Wroxham. 

Oak  : Match  at  Roydon. 

Pbmnix  ; Match  at  Windsor. 

Royal  George  : Outing  to  Basingstoke  Canal. 

Silver  Trout : Outing  to  Hatfield  Peveril. 

South  London  United  Visiting  List : Competition  at 
Amberley. 

Walworth  Waltonians  : Match. 

July  24. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  : Central  Association  visit. 

Globe  : Special  meeting. 

Hoxton  Brothers  : Visit. 

Htdl  Times  Angling  Competition  at  Brigg. 

North  London  : Visit  (No.  2 Eastern  District). 

July  25. 

Gresham  : Roach  competition  at  Kelvedon. 

Havelock  : Quarterly  night. 

Hoxton  Brothers  : Distribution  of  prizes. 

Waggoners  ; Special  meeting. 

Westminster : Special  meeting. 

July  26. 

Battersea  L'nited : Supper. 

St.  Albans  and  Excelsior  : South  London  visit. 
Walworth  Waltonians  : Committee  meeting. 

July  28. 

Anglers'  Benevolent : Committee  meeting. 

FIXTUKES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

July  30. — Amicable  Excelsior  ; Roving  match. 

„ 30. — Blackfriars  : Match  at  Wateringbnry. 

,,  30. — Clapham  Junction  : Match  at  Woking. 

,,  30. — Good  Intent : Match  at  St.  Margaret’s. 

,,  30. — Great  Eastern  ; Match  at  Harlow. 

,,  30. — Great  Yarmouth  Working  Men’s  Angling 

Society  : Match  at  Cantley. 

„ 30. — Hounsfield  Otters  : Match  at  Harlow. 

,,  30. — Jubilee  ; Match  at  Langley. 

,,  30. — Junior  Piscatorials  : Prize  outing. 

,,  30. — Lincoln  : Outing  to  Bourne  End. 

,,  30. — Park  : Match  in  Forty  Guinea  Water. 

„ 30. — Penge  : Outing  to  club  water. 

„ 30. — Pixie  Brothers  : Match  at  Amberley. 

,,  30. — Rodney  Piscatorials  : Outing  to  Amberley. 

,,  30. — Stepney  : Match. 

„ 30. — St.  Thomas’s  : Match. 

,,  30. — Western  Piscatorials  : Outing  to  Henley. 

..  31. — Royal  Oak  : Smoking  Concert. 

6. — Amicable  Brothers ; Outing  to  Amberley. 

10. — Norlands  : Outing  to  Langley. 

12.  — Copenhagen ; Annual  outing. 

13. — West  Ham  : Match  at  Hatfield  Peveril. 

20.  — Waggoners  : Match. 

21.  — Good  Intent : Dinner  at  Bye  House. 


Aug. 


I^eparts  from  Clutis 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morniuir.  Thursday  night’s  clubs  or  meetings  by 
£rst  post  on  Friday  morning.  Address  “ Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London," 
marked  “ Club  Repoet  ” outside  envelope. 


Anglers’  Association.— The  delegates  met  on 
Monday  list  at  Forestei  s'  Hall.  The  chair  was  taken  by 
the  vice-president,  Mr  W.  H.  Beckett.  After  the  pre- 
liminary business  had  been  disposed  of,  it  was  agreed 
to  take  entire  charge  of  a fishery  on  the  Lea.  The 
especial  business  of  the  evening  was  the  discussion  of 
a resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  J.  Harwood,  of  the  Sundial 
Angling  Society,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Hibble, 
“ that  we  should  raise  the  standard  of  the  sizes  of  fish 
that  might  be  taken  in  all  the  fisheries  belonging  exclu- 
sively to  the  society.  ” Mr.  Baxter  pointed  out  that  a 
large  number  of  west  end  clubs  would  probably  with- 
draw from  the  society  if  the  resolution  was  carried. 
The  chairman  stated  that  he  was  in  favour  of  it  in  prin- 
ciple, but  he  feared  that  many  members  would  withdraw 
from  the  Association,  and  that  we  might  not  be  able  for 
want  of  funds  to  carry  out  our  existing  contracts.  Mr. 
Manning  suggested  that  every  club  should  first  raise  its 
standard,  then  we  can  do  the  same.  Mr.  Jennings 
stated  that  his  club  had  raised  its  standard,  and  that  it 
had  worked  well.  Mr.  Thorling  stated  that  every 
angler  would  require  a guide  book  to  enable  him  to  keep 
himself  correct,  the  regulations  are  becoming  so  various, 
otherwise  many  anglers  will  never  know  when 
they  are  doing  right  or  wrong.  Mr.  Shaw  pro- 
posed, and  Mr.  Close  seconded  an  amendment  that 
the  resolution  should  stand  over  for  six  months.  Ulti- 
mately it  was  resolved  not  to  entertain  the  proposed 
raising  of  the  standard  on  an  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Laming,  seconded  by  Mr.  Tibbatts.  The  visiting 
officers  gave  their  reports.  Mr.  Manning  had  a good 
meeting  at  the  Forest  Gate  Piscatorials.  Mr.  Thorling 
had  visited  the  Islington  Brothers,  where  eleven  clubs 
were  represented  and  a very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent, 
and  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Box  was  well  responded  to. 
His  next  visit  is  to  the  North  London  on  Monday  next. 
Mr.  Armstrong  had  a good  meeting  at  the  Bermondsey 
Brothers,  where  fourteen  clubs  sent  representatives. 
Mr.  Murphy  was  present  for  the  first  time  since  his 


recent  illne.ss,  and  was  very  warmly  welcomed  back. 

He  introduced  the  iiuestion  of  assisting  Mr.  Donald 
Flint  with  money  to  defray  his  expenses  in  the  suit  of 
I, ord  Ashburton  v.  Flint.  A long  discussion  followed, 
from  which  it  was  suggested  that,  even  if  we  upset  his 
Lordship's  claim,  we  might  not  be  able  to  secure  fishing 
rights  from  landowners  adjoining  the  Stour.  L'nder 
these  circumstances  it  was  not  thought  desirable  to 
make  a grant  from  the  funds  of  the  society.  Messrs. 

R.  Jenkins,  W.  Dawes,  and  .1.  Coonertyof  the  Slough 
and  Langley  Angling  Society  were  duly  appointed 
honorarv  bailiffs  of  our  fishery  at  Langley.  The  roll 
was  called  at  11  p.m.,  sixty-tv.'o  clubs  being  repre- 
sented.—Hon.  Repoetee. 

Anglers’  Association —E.vstep.n  District,  No.  1. 

— The  next  return  vi.'sit  on  tne  above  will  be  to  the 
Hoxton  Brothers,  the  Spread  Eigle,  Kingsland-road,  on 
Monday  next,  July  24.  There  is  a large  club  roam  and 
excelleut  accommodation.  Friends  who  w.ll  givens  a 
look  in  will  oblige. — G.  Manning, 

Anglers’  Association  'Visiting  List.— E.asteen 
Disteict  No.  2. — 'Lhe  next  return  visit  on  this  list 
will  take  place  on  Monday  next.  July  24,  at  the  North 
London  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Highbury  Brewery 
Tap  House,  Holloway -road.  All  brotber  anglers  will 
receive  a hearty  welcome. — I'.  Tb  deling. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.— Since  my  last 
report  I beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt 
of  £i  7s.,  from  the  late  Rye  House  competition  ; il, 
Lady  of  the  Lake:  13s.,  Royal  George  Angling  Societies  ; 
from  their  donation  boxes.  The  next  meeting  of  the 
committee  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening,  July  23,  at 
30.— R.  Ghuenet.  sec. 

Allason  United  Brothers’  Ang;Iiag  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate. — 
The  members  fished  their  second  match  in  the  Slough 
Canal,  on  July  10,  for  four  prizes,  when  they  were  all 
taken  as  follow's : Mr.  C.  Turner,  first;  Mr.  J.  Gibbs, 
second  ; Mr.  E.  Jackson,  third,  and  Mr.  Hill,  fourth. 
The  fish  weighed-in  consisted  of  tench  and  bream.  Mr. 
Boreham  also  had  fish.  Mr.  Berkeley  was  elected  a 
working  member. — B.  Abeahams,  sec. 

A Gigantic  Competition  will  take  place  about  the 
second  week  in  August  for  a large  number  of  valuable 
prizes,  to  be  fished  for  in  the  Slough  Canal.  Host  Cook, 
of  the  Brickmakers’  Arms,  Slough,  where  the  competi- 
tors will  weigh  in,  has  subscribed  largely  to  the  prize 
list,  and  we  hope  to  have  the  support  of  all  London 
Angling  brethren. — Ben.jamin  Abrahams,  secretary 
2>ro  tern.,  25,  Silver-street,  Notting-hill  Gate. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields. — On  the  16th  we 
had  a splendid  show  from  the  following ; J.  Drew, 
roach,  bream,  dace  : \V.  Hall,  roach  ; W.  Stewart,  roach 
and  dace;  S.  Marsters,  roach  and  dace  : J.  Scott,  roach 
and  dace  ; "iV.  Hopping,  bream  ; S.  Cutbush,  dace.  All 
members  who  can  make  it  convenient  to  attend  on 
Tuesday  will  greatly  oblige.  Business  commences  at 
1*  p.m.  sharp. — G.  Marriott,  sec. 

Amicable  Brotbers  Angling  Society,  Bald-faced 
Stag,  W^orship-square,  E.C.— On  July  16  we  had  a grand 
muster  at  Pulborough  en  route  for  Fittleworth,  where 
Mrs.  Hawkins,  hoste.ss  of  the  Swan  Hotel,  provided  us 
with  our  33th  annual  dinner,  which  gave  great  satisfac- 
tion to  all  present ; in  fact,  it  was  one  of  those  pegged- 
down  matches  where  all  the  competitors  had  good  sport. 
Everybody  weighed-in  and  each  one  got  a prize.  There 
was  a strong  effort  made  in  the  morning  by  one  Jupiter 
Pluvius  to  spoil  our  little  beano,  but  it  was  a dismal 
failure,  for  everybody  was  jolly  in  spite  of  the  downpour, 
and  the  fine  afternoon  that  ensued  was  fully  appreciated, 
and  some  delightful  rambles  brought  a most  enjoyable 
day  to  a close,  and  we  all  came  home  fully  and  com- 
pletely satisfied.  I am  desired  to  inform  members  and 
friends  that  Mr.  Brocket  will  start  his  van  to  Dagenham 
from  the  above  house,  as  usual,  at  twelve  o’clock  every 
Saturday  night  till  further  notice.  On  Wednesday  we 
had  a full  meeting,  and  our  prize  list  was  greatly 
augmented.  We  also  arranged  an  outing  to  fish  our  new 
water  at  Amberley  for  a series  of  prizes  on  August  6, 
when  I hope  to  see  a good  muster. — F.  G.  Hutchins,  sec. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea  —Several  good  trays 
of  fish  were  shown  on  July  9 and  16.  The  following 
weighed  in  :— Mr.  Blyth,  roach  and  barbel ; Mr.  Loucht, 
barbel  and  bream  ; Mr.  T.  Ling,  jun.,  a very  nice  show 
of  roach  and  dace,  Mr.  G.  Rich,  barbel,  and  a very  nice 
golden  carp  of  2ilh.  : Mr.  J.  Rich,  barbel  and  bream  ; 
Mr.  A.  Bond,  barbel,  bream,  and  jack;  Mr.  Southgate, 
jack : Mr.  Barraclougb,  roach  and  dace ; Mr.  S. 

Laurance,  roach  and  dace ; and  several  others  weighed- 
in.  All  the  fish  were  taken  from  the  Thames.  Our 
next  match  is  dated  for  July  30;  roving,  bank  only, 
private  waters  and  jack  barred. — James  Rich.  sec. 

Amicable  "Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
Sun,  Great  Sutton-street,  Gosweil-road.-;-Oar  members 
were  out  in  good  force  on  the  16th  inst.,  in  the  competi- 
tion at  Pulborough,  with  the  result  of  a fine  show  of 
fish  by  the  following  members  : Mr.  Rowe,  with  roach  ; 
Mr.  Windier,  with  roach  and  dace ; Mr.  Hake,  with 
roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  Embleton,  jun.,  with  roach,  dace, 
and  perch  ; Mr.  Lambarth,  jun.,  with  roach  and  dace  ; 
Mr.  Hill,  with  roach,  dace,  and  bream  ; Mr.  Dyer,  with 
roach  and  bream  ; and  Mr.  W’hitebread,  with  some  fine 
roach  and  bream,  the  largest  roach,  weighing  21b.  8jOz., 
winning  a prize  in  the  competition  for  best  specimen 
fish,  which  has  been  put  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Sparrow,  to 
be  preserved. — E.  R.  Embleton,  sec. 

Anglers’  Bride,  Princess  of  Wales,  South-street, 
Walworth.  We  had  a very  fine  show  of  fish  weighed-in 
on  July  16  by  the  following  members  : Messrs.  Scutt, 
Randall,  Savage,  Evans  (sen.),  J.  Charles,  Mr.  Scutt’s 
take  of  161b.  winning  the  third  prize  in  the  competition 


at  Amberley,  value  .£1.  I wish  to  remind  members  of 
this  society  that  we  still  hold  our  weekly  mootings  at 
the  above  address.  I am  sure  it  would  do  the  officers’ 
eyesight  good  to  see  a few  of  them  attend.— J.  H. 
'Ti.ickee,  hon.  sec. 

Antwerp  Angling  Society,  Antwerp  Arms, 
Church-road,  Tottenham.— We  held  our  monthly 
meeting  on  Saturday  last.  Mr.  Thomson  promised  a 
Oise  of  carvers  as  a prize  for  the  best  jack  weighed-in 
daring  the  season.  We  made  two  new  working  members 
and  are  still  open  for  more.  Several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  last,  only  one 
weighed-in.  Mr.  E.  Creokes  had  a shoiv  of  chub.— C. 
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Battersea  United  Piscatorials,  Lord  Rinelagh, 
Verona-street,  S.W. — On  19th  inst.  Mr.  E.  Wilson 
weighed-in  llib.  13  ;oz.  of  chub,  and  on  the  same  evening 
the'^a-ccounts  were  audited  and  found  to  be  in  a very 
satisfactory  condition.  Members  are  reminded  that 
our  first  sapper  is  fixed  to  take  place  on  the  26th  inst., 
and  all  are  requested  to  attend  at  club  house  on  the 
23rd  inst.  to  give  in  their  names,  in  order  that  I may 
give  in  an  estimate  to  the  caterer. — A.  Trowbeidoe. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street. — We  had  a fair  show  of  fish 
on  the  16th,  contributed  by  the  following  members: 
James  Smith,  roach  and  bream,  one  of  the  latter  scaling 
41b. ; W.  Streeton,  bream  : H.  Patman,  bream  ; A.  Conn, 
bream,  roach,  barbie,  and  chub  ; J.  Warman,  roach  and 
bream:  A.  Payne,  bream  and  chub,  total  gross_ weight, 
511b.  The  next  visit  on  the  Central  Association  List 
will  be  paid  to  this  society  on  Monday,  the  24th,  when 
the  company  of  brother  anglers  and  friends  will  be 
esteemed  a favour. — A Conn,  sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Anns, 
Southwark-street. — Our  match  at  Wateringbnry  will 
take  place  on  July  30;  leave  London  Bridge  (S.E.R.)  at 
7 13.  On  the  16th,  Mr.  Wheelhouse  weighed  in  bream  ; 
Mr.  Shelton,  ’iream;  Mr.  Downes,  roach;  Mr.  Sommer- 
ville,  bream;  and  Mr.  F.  Barker,  roach.  Will  members 
kindly  send  their  money  for  our  cup  competition,  as  next 
meeting  night  is  the  last  to  pay  in.— J.  Foster,  sec. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  W.C.— On  the  16th,  Messrs. 
C.  Davis  and  J.  Windsor  weighed-in  roach  and  dace. 
We  had  a good  show  of  members  on  the  limit  night.  The 
auditors  for  the  quarter  are  T.  Davis  and  E.  Crawford. 
The  chairman  for  the  next  quarter  is  Mr.  C.  Davis,  Mr. 
Brown  having  resigned  from  the  chair,  a vote  of  thanks 
being  passed  for  his  past  services. — D.  Warren. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  Britannia,  Clarendon- 
road.— We  fished  our  peg-down  match  on  July  16.  The 
first  prize  was  taken  by  Mr.  Wilson ; second  by  hH. 
Griffiths  ; third  by  Mr.  F.  Shaw  ; fourth  by  Mr.  G. 
Shaw  : fifth  by  Mr.  T.  Clark.  A very  enjoyable  day  was 
spent,  bat  I am  sorry  to  say  a lot  of  good  fish  were  lost. 
— F.  Stanifoed,  sec. 

Brothers  "Well  Met  Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  VI.,  King  Edward-street,  Liverpool-road. — On 
July  12  Mr.  Bass  had  a very  fine  show  of  roach  (221b.,). 
On  July  16  Mr.  Elderton  had  a splendid  show  of  roach  and 
rudd  (united  weight  251b.  14oz.}.  Mr.  Bass  also  weighed 
roach  and  bream  at  the  same  time.  I should  like  the 
secretaries  of  other  societies  to  send  all  communications 
to  the  above  house  instead  of  sending  to  the  old  house, 
the  Berkeley  Castle.  Meeting  nights  Wednesday.s  and 
Sundays.— Ht.  Tame,  sec. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley.— On  the  16th  inst.  we  had  some  good 
takes  of  fish  brought  up  by  the  following  members  ; Mr. 
C.  Wilson,  bream  and  roach  ; Mr.  Bissel,  roach,  P®^ch, 
and  dace  ; Mr.  J.  Watkins,  roach,  chub,  and  dace  ; Mr. 
C.  Parmenter,  roach:  Mr.  Short,  bream  ; Mr.  B.  Lees, 
bream  and  roach  ; Mr.  Lees,  jan,,  bream  and  roach 
Mr.  A.  Thompson,  bream  and  roach  ; Mr.  E.  Lee,  bream 
and  roach.  Our  first  match  will  take  place  at  Dagenham 
Gulf,  on  the 23rd  inst.,  pegged-down,  all  .sizeable  fish  to 
weigh,  one  rod  only.  Messrs.  Lees  and  Short  will  pc? 
out  the  swims. — J.  Watkins,  sec. 

Burdett  Angling  Society,  Hackney-road.— We 
had  a fine  show  ot  roach  on  July  16.  All  the  trays  were 
filled  up  with  good  fish  by  the  following ; Mess^. 
Gurney,  J.  Pether,  Godfrey,  and  Kerby,  roach.  We 
made  three  new  members  last  week.  There  is  a prize  to 
be  fished  for  on  July  23,  members  to  sign  on  Saturday 
at  clubhouse  after  two  o’clock. — J.  Pethee,  sec. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange  Hart- 
land-road,  N.W. — On  July  16,  wc  had  a good  show  ot 
fish: — Mr.  Marshall,  seven  jack,  weighing  251b.,  and  a 
few  nice  roach:  Mr.  Sartain,  roach;  Mr.  Critcher, 
roach  ; and  Mr.  Lockmiller.  roach. — E.  T.  White,  sec. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-read,  Canning  Town.  E. — On  July  17 
the  following  members  contributed  ; Messrs.  R.  Lash- 
wood,  bream,  roach,  and  perch;  J.  Riley,  bream  and 
roach  : J.  Wilkinson,  bream,  rudd.  and  tench  ; and  K. 
Hall,  Ire im  and  tench.  After  our  del igates  report  was 
read  and  confirmed,  the  following  gentlemen,  were 
elected  working  members  of  this  society ; Mr.  J.  White, 
Mr.  B.  Rule,  and  Mr.  Isaac  Osborne. — 0.  Jones,  sec. 

City  of  London  and  B.ising  Sun  Angling 
Society. — Two  members  w-eigbed-in  on  the  KRh  : Mr. 
Garbrecht,  three  tenih,  8lb.  3Joz.  (the  best  fish,  21b. 
13ioz.):  Mr.  Maodonnell,  a few  bream.  We  fash  tor 
four  prizes  at  Harlow  on  August  6,  pegged  down. 
Honorary  members  are  eligible  to  compete.  Gas. 

City  Piscatorials,  Coffee  Pot  Tavern,  Warwick- 
lane,  Newgate-street,  E.C. — Members  please  note  that 
the  new  season  is  now  in  full  swing,  and  the  hon.  sec. 
would  like  to  hear  from  those  not  having  ordered  their 
privilege  tickets  ; say  which  prefer.  Central  or  Anglers 
Association.  Several  new  members  have  been  enrolled, 
but  still  we  have  room  for  a number  of  actives.  Sub- 
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scription,  10s.  per  annum,  in  advance,  or  Is.  per  month  ; 
honorary  members,  5s.  per  year,  in  advance,  which  sum 
includes  cost  of  railway  privilege  ticket.  In  the  matter 
of  sport,  our  energetic  host,  Mr.  Tom  Keeble,  has  shown 
some  very  fine  perch  from  the  Little  Ouse,  likewise  anew 
member,  Mr.  Beilis,  who  accompanied  him. — J.  D. 

Clapliatn  Junction  Angling'  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
Since  my  last  report  the  following  members  have 
weighed-in : Mr.  Geo.  Edwards,  421b.  of  bream  ; 

J.  Willgoss,  51b.  foz.  roach;  J.  W.  Jameson, 
21b.  12Joz.  roach ; Porter,  11b.  ISJoz.  roach ; Chap- 
man, 11b.  12oz.  bream,  &c.  Members  please  note  that 
we  fish  our  next  competition  on  July  30,  at  Woking 
Broad  Mead.  All  fish  to  weigh  (jack  barred) : return  by 
0.21  train.  Any  member  losing  the  first  train  and 
coming  down  by  the  next,  will  be  eligible  to  fish  on 
reporting  himself  to  one  of  the  committee.  At  our  last 
meeting  we  had  the  pleasure  of  making  two  more 
members,  Messrs.  C.  W.  Clisby  and  J.  Hale. — G.  T. 
Jameson,  sec. 

Cobclen  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W. — We  had  fish  weighed-in  on  the  16th  inst.  by 
Messrs.  E.  Baxter,  bream  and  tench,  301b.  7oz.  ; G. 
Percival.  bream  and  tench,  251b.  8oz.  ; A.  Tucker,  roach 
and  perch,  61b.  7oz. ; and  P.  Hannabus,  bream  and  roach, 
41b.  13oz.  The  match  ta.kes  place  on  July  23,  at  West 
Drayton  : start  fishing  at  4 p.m. — A.  Smith. 

Copenhagen  Angling  Society.— We  had  a fair 
show  of  fish  on  the  Kith.  Mr.  Ford,  bream  and  roach, 
but  too  late  to  weigh  in.  Our  first  outing  and  dinner  of 
the  season  takes  place  on  August  12.  We  shall  be  happy 
to  enrol  gentlemen  as  working  members. — B.  Pitt,  sec. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  the  16th  several  of  my 
members  were  out,  but  the  only  gentlemen  who  showed 
fish  were  Messrs.  Poore,  Pocock,  Parram,  Hills,  and 
Ward,  who  had  a very  fine  show  of  roach,  bream,  and 
dace. — S.  Malbt,  sec. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Tottenham.— A few  of 
our  members  have  been  out  this  week,  but  with  rather 
poor  results,  owing  no  doubt  to  the  unsettled  state  of 
the  weather.  On  the  16th  Mr.  C.  Ashmore  weighed-in 
8jlb.  nice  roach  and  dace,  and  on  the  19th  Mr.  Dwyer 
about  41b.  tench  and  rudd,  heaviest  tench  lib.  9Joz.  ; 
Mr.  Price,  on  the  same  day,  a fine  roach  of  11b.  5|oz. — 
Duncan  Sharland,  bon.  sec. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  High  Cross-road, 
Tottenham. — We  had  a good  show  of  fish  on  the  16th. 
Mr.  Phesay,  a nice  lot  of  chub,  largest  21b.  lOoz.  ; Mr. 
Eencher,  dace  ; Mr.  Olaridge,  roach  ; Mr.  Price,  dace  ; 
Mr.  Balaam,  dace  ; Mr.  Knight,  roach  ; and  Mr.  Corral 
brought  in  six  nice  dace,  ranging  from  9jOz.  to  13Joz. 
Members  please  note  monthly  night  next  Wednesday. — 
W.  H.  Tuck,  hon.  sec. 

Epsom  Angling  Society.— During  the  past  week 
the  following  have  weighed  in:  Messrs.  Skilton  and  Dix, 
perch  and  eels  ; Messrs.  Bucknill,  Jeffery,  and  Hailes, 
roach,  51b.  7oz.  (joint  catch),  and  J.  Jeffery,  roach, 
111b.  2oz.— Edward  William  Hailes,  hon.  sec. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials.— On  Saturday  last  Mr. 
Mendham  weighed  in  roach,  and  on  the  16th,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Talbot  saved  the  club  from  a blank  with  roach  and 
tench.  On  Wednesday  the  ordinary  meeting  was  made 
special  to  consider  the  desirability  of  altering  rule  10. 
It  was  proposed  to  limit  weighing-in  to  Wednesdays  and 
Sundays  only.  This  met  with  no  support,  an  amend- 
ment was  proposed  and  unanimously  carried.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  hold  a smoking  concert  at  an  early  date  for  the 
benefit  of  a member,  who  recently  lost  his  wife  leaving 
him  with  several  young  children,  when  we  hope 
members  of  other  clubs  will  attend  and  support  us. 
Two  more  members  were  made  and  other  business  trans- 
acted.— W.  J.  Talbot. 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Society,  Bose  and  Crown, 
Goswell-road.— On  July  Ki  seven  of  our  members  fished 
in  the  competition,  at  Pulborough,  three  of  them  taking 
prizes.  Messrs.  G.  Watling,  81b.  13oz.,  4th-  J W 
Biggs,  71b.  4Joz.,  6th  ; S.  Hill,  31b.  2oz.,  21st.  ’ Messrs 
Inery.  Wanhegan,  and  Willard,  also  had  fish.  One  of 
Mr.  Hill's  roach  weighed  lib.  8joz.— J.  W.  Biggs,  sec. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road,  N. — We  had  a moderate  show  of  fish  on  July  16 — 
151b.  4Joz.  of  bream  and  roach,  taken  by  Messrs.  W. 
Lawrence,  C.  Ellis,  and  Stebbings.  Mr.  Baily  also 
showed  some  nice  roach.  A special  meeting  is  called 
for  next  Monday,  July  24,  to  arrange  a smoking  concert 
for  the  benefit  of  our  old  member  who  has  been  under 
the  weather  some  time,  Mr.  C.  Franklin.— A.  Payne 
sec.  ’ 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch. — There  was  the  best  show  of 
roach  brought  in  on  the  16th  that  it  has  been  my  lot  to 
see  for  a long  time— Messrs.  Maybury,  J.  Williams,  A. 
Taylor,  Devon,  and  Parker,  and  many  others.  Every 
tray  was  filled.  On  Tuesday  we  had  a large  number  of 
members,  who  decided  to  go  for  prizes  on  the  30th  at 
St.  ^ xMargaret’s ; alt  start  by  first  train.  They  also 
decided  to  have  our  annual  dinner  at  Rye  House  the 
third  Monday  in  August.  We  also  voted  .£2  2s.  to  the 
Stour  defence  fund. — R.  Murphy. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood.  Southampton-street,  Pentonville. — We  had 
some  very  fine  roach  and  bream  weighed  in  from  the 
Central  Water,  Amberley,  on  July  15.  C.  Watling, 
<st  41b.  (one  roach  weighing  21b.,  another  11b.  3oz.)  ; 

Fitch,  roach,  ono  fish,  lib.  ll^oz.  ; C.  Largo,  roach 
Parkin,  Gib.  2oz.  (one  roach 
lib.  5Joz.,  another  11b.  2^oz.) ; J.  A.  Fitch,  61b.  13oz.  ; J. 
Cartwright,  31b.  7oz. ; G.  Snell,  31b.  4oz.  ; J.  Blatchley, 
tIt  *Ai-  Prown,  H.  Duncombe,  and  F. 

Watling  bad  small  shows.  H.  Scott,  whilst  perch  fish- 
ing at  Amberley,  captured  (on  a single  gut  hook)  a fine 


jack  weighing  161b.  8oz.  Messrs.  C.  Watling,  J. 
Blatchley,  and  G.  Snell  won  prizes  in  Mr.  Eldridge’s 
competition  at  Pulborough.  Messrs.  W.  Parkin  and  J. 
Cartwright  would  have  won  prizes,  but  arrived  too  late 
to  weigh  in.  Messrs.  J.  K.  Pitch’s  roach  andH.  Scott’s 
jack  will  be  preserved. — J.  A.  Fitch,  sec. 

Great  Yarmouth.  'Working  Men’s  Angling 
Society. — At  a meeting  of  this  society  held  on  Monday 
evening,  it  was  decided  to  hold  the  next  club  match  at 
Cantley  on  the  30th  inst.  The  Musical  Troupe  branch 
of  the  society  will  hold  its  third  excursion  on  the  23rd 
inst.,  the  place  selected  being  Wroxham,  and  the  con- 
veyance being  Bradley’s  fine  saloon  steamer  Queen  of 
the  Broads. — E.  W.  Buckle,  hon.  sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.  -The  ordinary  weekly 
meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  presided  over  by  Mr.  A. 
Heiron.  A new  member  was  elected,  and  another  pro- 
posed. The  secretary  reported  that  Mr.  G.  Chambers, 
V.P,, had  consented  to  reptesent  the  society  atthe  Walton 
tercentenary  festival  at  Stafford,  on  August  9,  A letter 
was  read  from  Dr,  Giinther,  as  to  the  proposed  visit  of 
members  to  the  Natui-al  History  Section  of  the  British 
Museum  next  Saturday.  The  members  will  assemble  at 
the  entrance  to  the  Museum  in  Cromwell-road, 
South  Kensington,  at  2,45,  on  Saturday  next, 
the  22nd,  where  Dr,  Giinther  v/ill  receive  them. 
The  following  reports  on  fishing  were  made : — Mr. 
Goodwin,  one  and  a half  brace  of  trout  from  the 
Darenth  and  some  chub  and  dace  from  Ponder’s  End  ; 
Mr.  Parker,  roach  from  the  Welsh  Harp  ; Mr.  R.  Snare, 
six  bream  from  Ponder’s  End;  Mr.  G.  Allen,  two  brace 
of  trout  from  the  Darenth;  Mr.  E.  Hesse  weighed  in 
the  following  roach  from  one  of  the  society’s  waters  : 
one  of  lib.  7oz.,  one  of  11b.  3oz.,  one  of  11b.  one  of  15oz.. 
and  altogether  twenty-two  fish  weighing  131b.  9oz.,  and 
was  toasted  as  the  successful  angler.  A discussion  on 
sea  fishing  was  opened  by  a paper  from  Mr.  Young,  and 
Messrs.  Bentley,  Dr.  Patterson,  Norman,  Parker, 
Eldridge,  Hesse,  and  other  members  took  part  in  it, 
after  which  the  following  resolution  was  proposed 
by  Mr.  Goodwin,  seconded  by  Mr.  Young,  and 
carried  : — “ That  this  meeting  of  amateur  anglers 
considers  that,  in  the  interests  of  the  nation  at 
large,  steps  should  be  at  once  taken  to  prevent  the 
taking  and  exposure  for  sale  of  flat  fish  (such  as 
soles,  plaice,  flounders,  &c.,  of  miniature  size,  and  that 
a close  period  for  such  fish,  of  at  least  one  month,  pre- 
ferable during  the  spawning  season,  be  enacted  by  law; 
further  that  the  existing  law  prohibiting  trawling  for 
such  fish  within  the  three  mile  coast  limit  should  be 
strictly  enforced.”  The  secretary  was  requested  to  send 
copies  of  the  above  resolution  to  the  Royal  Commis- 
sioner on  Sea  Pishing,  the  Fishmongers’  Company,  Sir 

E.  Birkbeck,  chairman  of  the  commission,  and  a vice- 
president  of  the  Gresham  Society,  Mr.  H.  S.  Foster, 
M.P.,  for  Lowestoft,  one  of  the  members  of  the  Royal 
Commission,  and  also  a member  of  the  Gresham  Society, 
and  the  British  Sea  Fishing  Society,  asking  them 
to  co-operate  in  accomplishing  the  object  in  view. 
A vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  Mr.  Young  for  intro- 
ducing the  subject.  The  following  resolution  was  also 
passed  : ” That  the  Gresham  Angling  Society  do  not  as 
a society,  or  individually,  fish  for  or  take  any  sea  fish 
during  the  spawning  season,  so  far  as  such  spawning 
season  is  known.”  The  secretary  was  requested  to 
make  inquiries  about  some  fishing  water  to  be  let,  and 
report  to  the  next  meeting.  On  Tuesday  a roach  com- 
petition will  take  place  at  Kelvedon,  members  leaving 
Liverpool-street  at  9.3  a.m. — James  Tatleb,  sec. 

Havelock  Angling  Society,  Good  Intent,  Mowlem- 
street,  Bishops-road,  Cambridge  Heath.— On  July  16th 
we  had  a good  show  of  fish,  Mr.  T.  Thompson  having 
■301b.  lOoz.  roach  and  dace  (one  handsome  roach  weighing 
lib.  lOoz.)  ; Mr.  J.  Griffiths  some  nice  bieamand  roach  ; 
Mr.  Pfleger,  Mr.  J.  Gay,  and  Mr.  D.  Lincoln  each  had 
some  good  roach.  Members  will  please  not  forget  that 
Tuesday  next,  July  25,  will  be  quarterly  night. — W. 
Young,  sec. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society.— On  July  16, 
several  of  our  members  were  out,  and  met  with  a very 
fair  supply,  Mr.  G.  W.  Green  bringing  a nice  show  of 
roach  ; Mr.  A.  Fish,  ditto  bream  ; and  Mr.  A.  Bagshaw, 
rudd.  Members  will  please  remember  that  the  annual 
dinner  will  shortly  be  discussed,  and  rules  relating  to 
same  will  be  strictly  carried  out.  Also  look  to  your 
prize  list  for  the  next  three  months. — 'W.  H.  Fenner. 

Horseferry  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Clarence, 
Horseferry-road,  Westminster. — There  was  no  meeting 
on  Wednesday  last,  owing  to  the  sudden  death  of  our 
esteemed  chairman,  Mr.  A.  Tomlin,  which  took  place  at 
the  club  house  that  evening  at  6.15  p.m.  He  was  irlay- 
ing  a game  of  draughts  in  the  bar,  and  fell  back  dead. 
The  next  meeting  will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  the 
26th,  when  it  is  hoped  all  members  will  attend. — 

F.  Taylor. 

Hounsfield  Otters,  Lower  Edmonton.— On  Tuesday, 
the  18th  inst.,  Mr.  A.  Smith  had  a chub  of  2Ub.  from 
Flanders  Weir.  It  has  been  arranged  to  fish  for  eight 
prizes  on  the  30th  inst.,  proceeding  to  Harlow  by  first 
train  and  meeting  at  the  railway  station  there  before 
commencing  to  fish.  One  rod  only  allowed.  Any  farther 
information  may  be  obtained  at  our  meeting  on  Tuesday 
evening  next. — P.  S.  T. 

Hoxtoa  Brothers  Angling  Society.— The  next 
return  visit,  bio.  1 Eastern  District,  will  take  place  in 
our  club-room,  the  Spread  Eagle,  1,  Kingsland-road, 
Shoreditch,  adjoining  North  London  Railway  Station,  on 
Monday  evening  next,  July  21,  when  we  shall  be  pleased 
to  see  as  many  anglers  and  friends  as  can  favour  us  with 
their  company,  chairman  G.  H.  Wood,  President  Hox  ton 
Brothers,  faced  by  our  old  friend  Sam  Mead,  Treasurer 
Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society.  The  distribution 
of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Tuesday  evening  next, 


Julv  25.  Brother  anglers  and  friends  cordially  invited. 
— R-  Ghubney,  sec. 

Indepeadeii't  Bret’aers  Angling  Society,  Red 

Lion,  Portland-street,  Soho. — On  July  16  the  following 
weighed-in  : — Mr.  Davies,  roach,  dace,  bream  ; and  Mr. 
Fitzgerald,  carp.  Messrs.  Gollop  and  Fitzgerald  were 
elected  auditors.  Mr.  Brame  was  elected  as  a working 
member,  and  another  was  proposed.  I hope  members 
will  show  up  in  good  force  on  Wednesday  next. — G. 
Bigsby,  sec- 

Islingtcn  Angling  Society.— On  Monday  evening 
last  (Mr.  G.  A.  Smith  iu  the  chair),  regret  was  expressed 
by  the  meeting  at  the  inability  of  the  secretary  to 
attend,  and  arrangements  were  made  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  the  society  in  his  absence.  'Two  new 
members  were  elected,  and  the  names  of  several  future 
members  given  to  the  chairman.  After  a discussion  of 
piscatorial  matters  generally,  the  meeting  concluded  in 
the  usual  way. — A.  C.  B. 

Izaak  'Walton  Angling  Society.— The  members 
and  friends  dined  at  tbe  Pied  Bull,  Stanstead  St.  Mar- 
garet’s, Herts,  on  the  16th  and  19th  inst.  There  was  a 
good  muster  on  each  occasion,  and  great  praise  and 
sincere  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  J.  Lyndsell  for  the  very 
nice  manner  in  which  the  dinners  were  served.  Mr.  G. 
Bliss  weighed  in  roach,  dace,  and  perch  on  the  16th, 
Mr.  T.  'W.  Garrard  bal  bream  and  perch  on  the  same 
day.  All  members  who  can  possibly  attend  on  Wednes- 
day evening  next  will  please  to  do  so.  Some  interesting 
business  will  be  placed  before  the  meeting. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Ang'iiug  Society,  Portobello  Arms,  Kensal- 
road.— On  the  16th  July  we  fished  a match  at  King’s 
Langley,  but  unfortunately  no  member  succeeded  in 
getting  the  stipulated  weight  (11b.)  to  enable  him  to 
take  a prize.  We  had  a nice  show  of  fish  in  the  club 
room,  however,  from  other  waters,  injluding  a fine  show 
of  roach  by  Mr.  Bence,  271b. ; roach  and  bream  by  Mr. 
Barrett,  l:ilb.  S.joz.  ; best  bream,  31b.  2oz.,  and  smaller 
shows  by  Messrs.  Ridgway,  J.  Scott,  G Scott,  Wheeler, 
Beales,  and  Gilder.  We  fi-h  off  the  match  at  the  Tank 
Pound,  Langley,  on  July  30,  full  particulars  of  which 
will  appear  next  week. — A.  Ide,  sec. 

Junior  Fly  Fishers,  70,  Houndsditch. — Mr.  May 
occupied  the  cuair  at  the  ordinary  meeting,  which  was 
preceded  by  a special  committee  meeting  at  which  an 
important  matter  was  decided.  Next  outing,  Brandon, 
Norfolk.  Members  have  arranged  to  go  on  Saturday — 
some  by  the  11.55  train  from  Liverpool-street,  some  by 
the  2.30,  and  others  by  the  5.15.  Headquarters,  the 
Ram  Hotel,  Brandon.  Messrs.  West  and  Goodwin  bave 
taken  dace  and  trout,  the  latter  unfortunately  too 
small  to  be  retained. — Hon.  Sec. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  New  Cross  Inn,  New 
Criss-road,  S.E.~Several  members  were  outon the  15th, 
16th,  and  17th  inst.,  but  the  only  takes  worthy  of  note 
were  had  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Freeman  and  Mr.  J.  R.  Freeman 
from  the  Medway.  The  best  fish  taken  was  a roach, 
lib.  3oz.  Our  next  prize  competition  will  take  place  on 
the  30th  inst. — W.  W.  C, 

Eady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  Queen 
of  England,  Goldhawk-road,  W. — Since  the  9th  inst.  the 
following  members  have  been  out : Messrs.  A.  Wilmot 
and  G.  Dexter,  piloted  by  Tom  Spicer,  at  Staines,  had  a 
tine  show  of  bream,  171b.  3|oz.  (one  fish  31b.  6iuz.),  and 
13lb.  4oz.  (one  fish  21b.  I24OZ.)  respectively,  which  takes 
the  first  and  second  punt  prize  for  week  competition, 
ending  16th  inst.  The  four  bank  prizes  were  won  by 
Messrs.  Bailey,  Mason,  Look,  and  Byrne.  Messrs.  C.  J. 
Carter  and  G.  Baldwin,  out  with  'Tom  Spicer,  on  tie 
16th  inst.,  had  a nice  show  of  barbel,  roach,  and  dace  ; 
Mr.  T.  S.  Stevens,  chub;  Mr.  A.  B.  Mason,  dace  ; and 
Mr.  C.  E.  Lock,  chub.  Two  new  members  were  elected. 
Total  honoiary  and  angling  members  to  date  104.— 
G.  Burton,  hon.  sec. 

Iiincolu  Anglmg  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville. — On  the  16th  inst.  several 
members  of  the  above  society  fished  in  the  Pulborough 
competition,  but  none  of  them  were  successful  in  taking 
a prize,  Mr.  Steiner  being  the  only  member  taking  fish, 
perch,  bream,  and  roach.  On  July  30  we  have  an  outing 
at  Bourne  End  for  four  prizes.  All  to  start  first,  train 
Sunday  morning  and  return  by  the  7.35  train  at  night, 
Mr.  Rackham  was  unanimously  elected  a working 
member.  I hope  members  will  do  their  best  to  turn  up 
a bit  bet  :er  of  meeting  nights. — VV.  Watling,  sec. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
5,  Queen  s-square. — VVe  are  now  having  splendid  fishing 
weather,  and  those  anglers  who  can  get  away  should  be 
on  the  war  path,  as  from  all  quarters  news  comes  of 
much  impioved  watrrs,  and  consequently  the  prospects 
of  good  sport  must  ba  very  rosy  indeed.  The  second  of 
our  home  and  home  competitions,  with  a team  of  the 
St.  Helen’s  Angling  Association,  came  off  on  Thursday 
last  m their  water,  Garswood  New  Dam.  The  Liverpool 
team  got  a great  dressing  down,  but  ihe  St.  Helen’s  men 
were  not  equal  to  the  task  of  ruboing  off  the  121b. 
against  them  in  the  first  meeting,  and  they  were  beaten 
at  the  finish  by  the  very  narrow  margin  of  2jlb.,  and  so 
Jack  remains  as  good  as  his  master.  Words  would  fail 
to  convey  the  enthusiasm  created  by  this  second  tussle 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Helen’s,  and  the  waterside 
as  six  o’clock  approached  was  lined  by  a very  large 
number  of  deeply  interested  spectators  who  were  at  boil- 
ing point  with  excitement,  and  as  fish  after  fish  was 
■'landed”  by  the  St.  Helen’s  men,  you  could  almost 
hear  the  exultant  palpitation  of  the  neart  that  passed 
through  the  crowd.  During  the  last  hour  (5  to  6)  it 
became  apparent  that  only  the  advent  of  time  could 
save  the  match  for  Liverpool,  and,  whilst  they  were 
anxiously  praying  for  the  hour  of  knocking  off  to  arrive 
the  St.  Helen’s  people  were  just  as  fervently  petitioning 
for  another  hour  or  even  half  an  hour  more  in  which  to 
administer  the  “happy  dispatch.”  On  behalf  ojE  the 
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Liverpool  Club,  I bos  to  tender  to  the  St.  Helen’s  Club 
our  higb  appreciation  of  the  princely  style  in  which  we 
were  entertained  from  start  to  finish,  and  to  thank  them 
moat  heartily  for  their  more  than  generous  treatment. 
There  were  many  sore  and  aching  heads  next  day. — Bo. 

WOOLt'ALL. 

Marylebone  Anglinif  Society,  Pineapple,  Car- 
lisle-street,  bldgware-road. — A few  of  our  members  wore 
out  on  July  1(5,  and  weighed-in  .some  grand  shows: 
Mr.  Fisher,  bream  ; and  Messrs.  Pearce  and  Penfold, 
rudd.— N.Mblbournk,  sec. 

Merry  Anglers,  Manchester. — This  society  fished 
their  opening  match  of  the  season  in  Poynton  Canal 
on  July  It).  Prize-winners  : First,  J.  Pearce  ; second, 
W.  Bass:  third,  Bancroft;  fourth.  S.  Eyres;  fifth,  J. 
Thompson;  sixth,  B.  Marshall;  seventh,  J.  Wagstaff ; 
eighth,  Meeeham  ; ninth,  Godwin. — T.  Moss,  sec. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Bailway  Tavern, 
King  Henry’s  Walk.— vVe  had  a good  attendance  on 
Tuesday,  and  five  more  new  members  elected.  Several 
were  out  on  the  IGth  inst.,  but  did  not  take  any  fish  up 
to  our  standard.  We  have  vacancies  for  a few  more 
members,  should  any  gentlemen  be  desirous  of  joining. 
— John  (Jombek,  sec. 

Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mitre  Tavern, 
Kingsgate-street,  Holborn. — Owing  to  a fatal  accident 
to  one  of  our  members  named  W.  Talbot,  who  was  found 
drowned  at  Pulborough  on  the  16th  inst.,  whilst  taking 
part  in  the  competition,  our  meeting  was  postponed  till 
the  24th  iust.,  when  I hope  to  see  all  members  present, 
as  we  have  to  arrange  wdat  can  be  done  for  the  widow 
and  eight  children.  The  members  request  me  to  express 
their  deepest  gratitude  to  Mr.  Eldridge  and  Mr.  Nutt 
for  the  great  kindness  and  interest  exercised  by  them  on 
the  sad  occasion.  The  funeral  will  take  place  at  Ching- 
ford  on  Monday  the  24th  inst. — A.  'Poplis,  sec. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  143, 
Green-street. — July  16,  we  had  a nice  show  of  bream  ; 
C.  Lamb,  jun.,  161b.  6ioz.  of  bream,  one  weighing 
41b.  8foz.,  being  the  best  specimen  bream  shown  in  the 
club  this  season;  H.  Hart,  bream,  51b.  6Joz.,  one  of 
them  weighing  31b. ; C.  Lamb,  jun.,  only  joined  our  club 
this  year. — A.  Lewis,  sec. 

North  Lambeth  Angling  Society.— Most  of  our 
members  were  out  on  the  I6th  inst.,  and  some  very  fair 
shows  of  fish  were  taken.  Mr.  G.  Palmer,  roach  ; Mr. 

G.  Pruden,  roach  and  dace  (largest  dace  fioz.) ; Mr.  S. 
Daws,  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  E.  G.  Boe,  roach  ; Mr.  W. 

H.  Dawes,  dace ; Mr.  W.  Boutledge  also  weighed  in  a 
good  show  of  roach  for  the  honorary  members’  prize. 
The  monthly  prize  will  conclude  July  30th.  All  members 
must  be  clear  for  June  quarter. — T.  Daws,  sec. 

North  London  Angling  Club,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road,  N. — The  next  return  visit  on  the  No.  2 
Eastern  District  takes  place  at  the  above  on  Monday, 
July  24.  Anglers  and  friends  invited.  On  July  16  only 
three  members  weighed  in  (Mr.  H.  Stretch,  Mr.  Greg, 
Mr.  Hayes)  with  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon.  Gentlemen 
wishing  to  join  an  angling  club  in  a good  financial 
position  can  learn  all  particulars  on  Wednesday  or 
Sunday  evenings. — H.  Stretch,  hon.  sec. 

Oak  Angling  Society,  Boyal  Oak,  Eoman-road, 
Bow. — A number  of  our  members  were  out  on  July  16, 
and  most  of  them  had  fish,  but  only  Mr.  '1.  Watts,  with 
some  nice  roach,  showed  up.  On  July  23  the  members 
will  fish  for  the  prize  not  taken  at  the  Boydon  competi- 
tion for  the  heaviest  fish,  bar  jack.  Member?  going  on 
Saturday  night  will  have  to  sign  on  at  the  club-house 
after  4 p.m. — J.  H.  Holden,  sec. 

Park  Angling  Society. — A few  members  of  the 
above  were  out  on  the  16th  inst.  The  following  were 
successful ; Messis.  Lambert,  Hawkins,  Coldwell,  Gibb, 
Lewis,  Thompson,  and  Sargant.  A peg-down  match 
will  take  place  at  the  Forty  Guinea  Waters  on  July  30 
for  members  who  were  not  successful  in  taking  a.  prize 
last  season. 

Feckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  East 
Surrey-grove,  Peckham.  — Last  week  tour  members 
weighed-in,  namely,  Brancher,  Etherington,  Daniels, 
and  Gardham,  who  had  some  good  roach.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  to  business,  as  the  match  for  the 
next  series  of  prizes  are  to  be  fished  for  shortly.  Any 
gentleman  wishing  to  join  our  club  can  have  all  parti- 
culars by  applying  to  the  clubhouse,  or  of  the  secretary. 
— W.  E.  Gardham. 

Penge  Angling  Society,  The  Lord  Palmerston, 
Maple-road,  Penge,  S E. — Our  outing  on  the  16th  inst. 
was  a great  success,  all  prizes  being  taken,  nice  trays  of 
roach  and  bream.  We  have  arranged  for  our  next  out- 
ing to  take  place  on  the  30th  inst.  at  our  club  water,  by 
brake,  to  start  from  club  house  at  12.15  a.m. — F.  Shil- 
iLiNG,  sec. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — On  July  16  witnessed  a very  good  show, 
Mr.  Elbourne  having  321b.  of  bream,  several  going  close 
on  to  41b.,  and  one  41b.  7oz.,  which  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  taxidermist.  Mr.  Boafiier  had  81b.  lOjOz.  roach,  two 
of  them  going  lib.  3joz.  and  11b.  loz.,  winning  Mr. 
Lambert’s  prize  of  10s.  6d.,  for  the  first  lib.  roacb  from 
the  Lea.  Mr.  F.  Dove  had  a nice  mixed  lot,  totalling 
.71’o.  3Joz. ; Mr.  C.  Dove  had  a similar  lot,  the  best  roach 
going  11b.  3joz.  Mr.  E.  Carr  was  the  winner  of  the 
twelfth  prize  in  the  Pulborough  competition,  having 
-51b.  3joz.  ; Mr.  Mares,  roach,  81b.  lO^oz ; Messrs. 
Little  and  Lambert  weighed-in  roach  and  dace.  On 
Monday  Messrs.  B.  F.  Foster  and  Boxall  had  a good 
show  of  jack.  Several  prizes  are  to  be  angled  for  at 
Windsor  on  the  23rd  inst.,  only  that  day’s  fish  to 
weigh. — H.  W.  Morgan,  hon.  assist,  sec. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Eising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road. — -I  hope  all  members 
will  compete  in  our  first  monthly  outing  at  Amberley, 
on  July  30.  The  following  weighed-in  on  the  16th  inst. : 


Mr.  H.  Mitchell,  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Utting,  roach  ; 
Mr,  Lino,  barbel.  We  have  arranged  prize  list  for 
season,  members  can  see  same  at  club  house.  H.  K. 
Pynk,  sec. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur, 
Golborno-road.— On  July  16  Mr.  Eodbor  weighed  in  a 
nice  barbel  of  .3jlb.,  gross  weight  6ilb.  ; Mr.  Coulthard, 
2jlb.  of  roach.  1 hope  members  will  attend  in  force  on 
Wednesday  next,  so  that  we  can  finish  the  rules. — J. 
Harris,  sec.  . 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales,  Kinglake-street,  Old  Kent-road.-  The  following 
members  weighed-in  some  very  fine  shows  of  fish  on  the 
16th  inst.,  as  follows;  Messrs.  F.  T.  Lamberton,  paoh 
and  bream  (one  specimen  roach  lib.  6Joz.)  ; J.  Wigley, 
roach  and  bream ; F.  Lamberton,  roach  and  bream  ; 
W.  Lamberton,  roach  and  bream;  B.  Carter,  roach  and 
bream;  J.  Davis,  barbel  and  dace;  total  gross  weight, 
221b.  Onr  next  monthly  outing  takes  place  at  Amberley, 
on  the  30th  inst.,  to  go  where  you  like.— F.  T.  Lamber- 
ton, sec.  , , 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen  s Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho,  W.  — On  the  16th  inst.  the 
following  gentlemen  weighed  in  : -Mr.  Webber,  roach; 
Mr.  Gibbons,  dace ; Mr.  Harris,  roach ; Mr.  Chart, 
roach.  Our  outing  will  be  fished  at  the  Basingstoke 
Canal  on  July  23,  instead  of  Marlow,  as  advertised  last 
week.  All  competitors  leave  Waterloo  by  the  first  train 
to  Woking.  The  boundary  is  from  the  small  wooden 
bridge  over  the  canal  near  the  station  Londonwards. 
Another  gentleman  was  proposed  as  a working  member. 
— 'VV.  E.  Shaw,  hon.  sec. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow,  E.— On  July  16  we  again  had  a 
splendid  show  of  roach  on  view,  brought  in  by  the  fol- 
lowing members: — F.  Barclay,  E.  Perry,  W.  Jones,  A. 
Baiclay,  G.  Yeo,  J.  Stanley,  J.  Yeo,  H,  Sallnow,  W. 
Smith.  Mr.  E.  Perry  was  again  to  the  front  with  heaviest 
roach,  lib.  5ioz.  Several  of  the  other  members’ roach 
went  well  over  lib,  each.  Total,  391b.  13oz.  I beg  to 
inform  brother  anglers  that  a grand  smoking  concert 
will  take  place  at  the  above  house  on  Monday,  July  31, 
in  aid  of  one  of  the  members  (John  Stanley),  who  has 
been  for  some  time  in  reduced  circumstance,  and  only 
recently  lost  his  wife ; and  as  he  is  left  with  a large 
family,  and  has  always  been  among  the  first  to  help 
others  when  in  distress,  it  is  hoped  this  appeal  will  be 
liberally  responded  to.  Mr.  T.  Parker,  Good  Intent 
A.S.,  has  promised  to  act  as  vice-chairman  on  that 
occasion.  The  chair  will  be  taken  by  —A.  Barclay,  sec, 
St.  George’s  Angling  Society,  St.  George’s-road, 
Peckham.— Our  members  were  out  on  the  16th  inst., 
but  the  takes  of  fish  were  not  large.  Messrs.  Lang  and 
Morvil  had  bream  and  roach.  Onr  visit  on  the 
S.L.U.V.L.  was  not  a success;  only  a few  showed  up. 
Gentlemen  wishing  to  join  an  angling  society  should  join 
this  one  : Entrance  Is.  ; sub.  2d.  per  week.— Pro  Tem. 

St.  Thomas’  Angling  Society,  Waterman’s  Arms, 
Paris-street,  Lambeth,  S.E.— The  members  of  the  above 
club  fished  at  Amberley,  on  July  16,  for  prizes,  which 
were  taken  in  the  following  order : Messrs.  Stone, 
Beams  Booth,  and  J.  Fisher.  There  is  still  one  prize  not 
taken,  but  it  is  left  until  July  30,  place  to  be  proposed 
next  meeting  nigbt,  when  I hope  the  members  will  show 
in  full  force.— Secretary.  ' 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Nevill  Arms,  Nevill- 
road.  Stoke  Newington,W.— We  had  a good  show  of  fish 
on  July  16,  total,  471b.  7oz.,  made  up  by  : Mr.  Tilbury, 
tench  and  rudd,  281b.  lOoz.  ; Mr.  Guyver,  tench,  rudd, 
and  jack,  161b.,  and  the  jack,  over  41b.,  was  taken  with 
roach  tackle,  many  of  the  tench  going  over  31b.  each  ; 
Mr.  J.  Edwards,  dace,  roach,  and  perch,  2lb.  13ioz.  ; 
Mr.  Allan  also  had  roach.  On  Wednesday  Mr.  G.  Sully 
weighed-in  roach  and  bream,  2lb.  lloz.,  and  we  made 
another  new  member.  I shall  be  glad  to  receive  nomi- 
nations of  one  or  two  more  gentlemen  to  make  up  our 
number.  Arrangements  are  being  made  for  our  next 
outing  sea-fishing. — J.  Laming,  sec.  ^ 

Seymour  Brotkers  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  Grafton-street.— The  following  members  had  fish 
on  the  16th  inst.  : Messrs,  Weber,  roach  and  bream, 
61b.  9oz.,  largest  roach,  11b.  12Joz. ; Holmes,  roach  and 
bream,  21b.  1.5oz. ; C.  Smith,  jun.,  roach  and  bream, 
31b.  9jOZ.  ; Barnes,  51b.  8oz.  roach  and  dace  ; Petrie. 
51b'.  15ioz.  ; Lambert,  41b.  5oz.  roach  and  dace ; E. 
Wright,  roach  and  dace,  lib.  12oz.  ; Berry,  15oz.  roach  ; 
J Wright,  roach,  131oz.— C.  B Lumlet,  sec. 

Small  Arms  Angling  Club,  Swan  and  Pike, 
Enfield  Lock.— A few  memOers  were  out  on  the  15th. 
Mr.  G.  Cook,  61b.  8oz.  roach,  and  two  dace  of  lOoz.  each  ; 
J.  Deadman,  roach,  11b.  13oz.  ; J.  Johnson,  IJlb. 
roach;  E.  Partridge,  one  roach,  13oz. — John  J.  John- 
son, sec-  i 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Hope, 
Pollard-row,  E.— On  July  16  the  following  members 
weighed  in:  W.  Hooper,  61b.  2oz.  of  bream  and  3Ib.  of 
roach,  heaviest  roach  lib.  3oz. ; W.  Wells,  a fine  show 
of  roach;  Harris,  some  good  roach;  and  Mr.  Barfoot, 
roach.— T.  Satce.  sec. 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  235,  Camberwell-road.— On  the  16th  inst.,  in 
the  competition,  Messrs.  Sargeant,  Frost,  Delhaye,  and 
Boorman  took  the  four  prizes.  Mr.  Dartnall  had  151b. 
of  bream  and  roach,  heaviest  bream,  31b.  lloz.,  heaviest 
roach  11b.  9oz.  ; Mr.  Gearing  had  81b.,  roach  and  bream  ; 
Messrs.  Eogers  and  Farebrother,  on  Monday,  had  nearly 
201b.  of  roach,  barbel,  and  dace  from  the  Thames.— 
J.  J.  F.,  sec. 

South  London  United  Visiting  List.— The  next 
visit  on  this  List  will  be  paid  to  the  St.  Albans  and 
Excelsior  United  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Eoyal 
George,  New-street,  Kennington-park-road,  on  Wednes- 
day, the  26th  inst.  1 know  that  Wednesday  is  an  awk- 


ward night,  most  of  the  societies  on  the  list  holding 
their  meetings  on  that  evening,  but  it  is  the  only  night 
on  which  the  club-room  of  the  St.  Albans  is  disengaged, 
and  as  they  are  always  represented  at  every  visit  on  the 
List,  I trust  the  societies  that  meet  on  Wednesdays  will 
strain  a point  on  this  occasion,  and  appoint  two  or  three 
of  their  members  to  be  present.  Secretaries  are  re- 
minded that  all  tickets  and  moneys  for  the  competition 
at  Amberley  on  the  23rd  must  be  returned  to  tlio  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey,  S.E.,  on  Friday,  the  21st,  by  10. .50, 
no  one  being  allowed  to  enter  after  that  date.  A.  Conn, 
hon.  sec. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Beehive,  Ehodeswell- 
road.  Stepney.— The  following  members  weighed  in  fish 
on  July  16  : Mr.  Gerrard,  bream  and  roach  ; Mr.  Jolly, 
bream  and  roach ; Mr.  Morrish,  bream ; Mr.  Horn- 
blower,  bream  ; Mr.  West,  roach  ; Mr.  Breamley,  roach. 
Members  please  note  the  match  on  the  30th  .July, 
pegged  down. — G.  Marrows,  sec. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford.— Onr  trays  were  vvell 
filled  with  roach  and  bream  on  the  16th  by  the  following 
members  : Mr.  F.  Beak,  a fine  show  of  roach  and  bream  ; 
H.  Freame,  roach  ; H.  Tyler,  roach,  J.  Steer,  roach  and 
specimen  dace  ; J.  Payne,  roach ; A.  Smith,  roach  ; 
J.  Sakley,  roach  ; B.  Thompson,  dace,  perch.  The 
following  members  fished  for  the  remainder  of  the  given 
prizes  on  the  16th  at  Wateringbury  : W.  Tyler  (9) 
half  guinoa.,  given  by  H.  Freame  ; H.  fiichards  half 
guinea,  given  by  G.  H.  Fennell;  F.  Peuton  (11),  half 
guinea,  given  by  W.  Tyler  ; W.  Morsley,  jun.  (12),  half 
guinea,  given  by  R.  Lawes  ; H.  Ceilings  (13),  tea  service, 
given  by  R.  Hampion  ; Belton  (14),  ten  shillings, 
given  by  a friend  ; H.  Fennell  (15),  7s.  bd.,  given  by 
H.  Richards.  Gross  weight  of  fish  weighed  in  on  the 
10th,  791b.  13oz.— H.  Tyler,  hon.  sec.  , 

Victoria  British  Queen  Anglings  Society. 
Bolton.— A match  was  fished  in  the  canal  at  Worsley  on 
the  15th,  about  130  competing.  The  following  were  the 
prize  winners : — First,  T.  Kenyon  ; second,  W.  Hole- 
house;  third,  John  Burtonwood ; fourth,  J.  Bradshaw  ; 
fifth  and  sixth  (tied),  John  Brown  and  P.  Berry.— J.  D. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxhall  Cross.— Several  of  our  members  were  out  on 
the  16th.  The  following  weighed-in  ; — Mr.  Betts,  roach 
and  bream;  Mr.  Powell,  roacb  and  dace:  Mr.  Clegg, 
roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  Howson,  roach  and  perch  ; Mr. 
Joseph,  roach  and  dace  : Mr.  Philips,  roach  and  bream  ; 
Mr.  Dawson,  roach  and  bream  ; Mr.  Gain,  roach  and 
dace.  Mr.  Pain  bad  roach  on  the  15th.  We  bad  a good 
meeting  on  the  18th.  Several  important  items  were 
got  through  in  connection  with  our  next  match.  A 
special  meeting  is  called  for  on  Tuesday  next,  July  25. 
Important  business. — H.  C.  ^ . j. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Odell  Arms,  Limerston-street,  S.W. — On  vVednesday  last, 
Mr.  G.  Martin  presiding,  the  minutes  were  read  and 
confirmed,  and  general  business  transacted,  when  M^. 
Cable  was  proposed  as  an  honorary  member,  Mr.  G. 
Powe  was  elected  chairman  for  the  ensuing  three  months. 
On  July  16,  Mr.  Glass  had  a nice  show  of  roach  and 
bream,  Mr.  T.  Allder  roach  and  dace,  Mr.  J.  Powe,  H. 
Templeman,  and  several  others  had  fish. — E.  Sutchall, 

^^Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association,  Crown 
and  Woolpack  Tavern,  162,  Bt.  john-street-road.— The 
annual  dinner  of  this  society  was  held  at  the  Eoehnek 
Hotel,  Tilehurst,  on  Wednesday,  the  12th  mst.  W. 
Schrader,  Esq.,  occupied  the  chair,  ably  supported  by 
F.  Symmonds,  Esq.,  as  vice-chairman.  The  dinner  was 
a great  success  and  reflected  great  credit  on  our  hostess, 
Mrs.  Noyes.  On  the  cloth  being  removed  the  usual 
loyal  toast  was  proposed  and  responded  to.  The  toast, 
“Success  to  the  Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Associa- 
tion ” was  responded  to  by  the  hon  secretary. 
toast  of  the  visitors  was  responded  to  by  Mr.  Edell,  and 
the  health  of  the  treasurer,  secretary,  chairman,  and 
vice-chairman  having  been  duly  proposed  and  answered 
brought  the  dinner  to  a close. — H.  P.  Isaac,  hon.  sec. 

Waltonian  Angling  Society,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Gbany-road,  Eegent's-park.— On  July  16  several  of  our 
neinbers  were  out,  Mr.  Good,  51b.  5oz.,  roach ; Mr.  H. 
>utman,  61b.  13oz.,  roach  ; Messrs.  Muller,  E.  Dodge, 
un  Fisher,  and  Every  also  weighed-in.—J.  Packman. 

Walworth  Waltdnians,  St.  Paul’s  Tavern.  Wal- 
vortb,  S.E.— For  the  competition,  on  July  23,  it  wa® 
lecidedthat  it  be  open,  public  and  private,  punt  or  bank. 
Wednesday  next  will  be  a very  important  meeting,  and 
!very  member  is  earnestly  requested  to  attend ; also  a 
jommittee  meeting  at  8.30  sharp. — C.  Hibble,  sec. 

Western  Piscatorials,  Marquis  of  urauby,  Castle- 
itreet  W.— On  Wednesday  we  bad  a full  master  of  hab- 
u"  members,  when  the  prizes  for  the  season  were 
irranged,  the  value  of  society  and  presentation  prizes 
innounced  being  over  L20  in  value.  An  outing  is 
irranged  for  July  30,  to  Henley  and  bhiplake  and 
;here  will  be  a competition  for  two  prizes  ot  lOi.  bd. 
sach  for  best  roach  and  jack.  Two  new  fishing  members 
vere  proposed  and  an  hon.  member  elected.  Over 
twenty  new  members  have  been  enrolled  since  the  open- 
ing of  the  season. — D.  W.  Evans,  sec.  i 

West  Ham  Brothers’  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.-Our  members  were 
out  on  July  16.  when  the  following  weighed-in  :-Mr  L . 
Homer  121b.  4ioz.  of  bream  ; Mr.  C.  Maxted,  111b.  JJoz. 
of  roach  ; Mr.  C.  Bickill,  91b.  12oz.  of  bream  and  roach; 
Mr.  Pasmore,  51b.  84^oz.  of  roacb  ; Mi*.  C.  Wadsworth, 
4lb.  lO^z.  of  roach:  Mr.  C.  Dearlove,  2lb.  8oz  of 
roach  ■ Mr.  F.  Humfryes,  31b.  of  roach  (one  fish  weighing 
lib  );’and  Mr.  E.  Smith,  roach.  We  are  to  have  a 
boundary  match  at  Hatfield  Peveril  on  Aug.  13  for 
five  prizes.  All  members  to  go  down  by  the  last  tram 
on  Saturday  nigbt,  leaving  Stratford  at  12  p.m.— E. 
Lowther,  sec. 
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Westminster  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle, 
Francis- street. — On  July  only  two  members  weighed 
in : Mr.  E.  Atchison,  with  chub,  roach,  rudd,  and 
bream,  and  Mr.  Eoser  with  roach  and  dace.  On  Tuesday 
evening  Mr.  Atchison,  sen.,  oconidei  the  chair,  faced 
by  Mr.  Westlake.  Two  more  new  members  were 
elected,  Messrs.  C.  Butler  and  J.  Hebblethwaite.  I 
hope  members  will  not  forget  the  special  meeting 
called  for  next  Tuesday.  Mr.  Martin  has  presented  us 
with  a silver  challenge  cup.  Conditions  later  on. 
Gentlemen  wishing  to  join  ns  will  please  apply  to  the 
secretary. — Geo.  Barrett. 


NOTES  FOR  CLUB  ANGLERS. 


A FINE  trout  of  81b.  I4oz.  has  been  caught  this  week 
by  E.  Eeene,  fisherman,  in  tb“  Staines  district. 

*#* 

The  Slough  and  Langley  Angling  .Society  should  prove 
a good  friend  to  the  London  anglers  who  fish  the  Grand 
Junction  Canal.  The  interest  they  take  in  the  preservation 
of  the  water  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  on  Monday  night 
several  of  the  members  applied  for  permission  to  act  as 
honorary  water  bailiffs  to  the  Anglers’  Association,  who 
rent  the  canal.  Their  services  were  gladly  accepted. 

* ** 

A NEW  fishery,  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  members 
of  the  Anglers’  Association,  has  just  been  taken  on  th  e 
Lea  at  Ponders  End.  ^ ^ 


I AM  informed  that  Mr.  P.  Edward  Dove  has  accepted 
the  post  of  Honorary  Counsel  to  the  Central  Association 
of  Anglers.  Mr.  Dove  is,  I believe,  the  gentleman  who 
drafted  Mr.  H.  Broadhurst’s  Bill  to  free  the  rivers,  and 
the  Central  are  to  be  congratulated  on  their  good 
fortune  in  having  become  associated  with  Mr.  Dove. 

* * 

■# 

^ At  the  meeting  of  the  Anglers’  Aesociation  on  Monday 
night  one  of  the  delegates  announced  that  a friend  of 
his  on  Sunday  last  took  fifty  roach  in  the  Slough  Canal 
before  getting  one  of  7 inches.  “That’s  funny,’’  ex- 
claimed another  delegate,  “I  can  never  take  a small 
fish  there,’’  a remark  which  caused  no  small  amount  of 
merriment.  The  lucky  angler,  nothing  daunted,  stated 
how  he  accomplished  the  feat.  “ I use  a large  piece  of 
paste  on  the  hook,  fish  well  out,  and  leger.”  The  secret 
is  now  divulged  how  never  to  take  small  fish  ! 

Begaedinq  the  recent  terrible  boating  catastrophe 
at  Skegness,  I regret  to  hear  that  a number  of  the 
drowned  were  members  of  the  Clapton  Park  Angling 
Society,  holding  privilege  tickets  of  the  Anglers’  Asso- 
ciation. They  have  left  behind  them  eight  widows  and 
thirty  children,  with  whom  I am  sure  every  angler  will 
deeply  sympathise.  It  is  intended  to  raise  a subscrip- 
tion at  the  clubs  on  their  behalf. 

* * 

* 

Visits  will  be  paid  on  Monday  night  to  the  Hoxton 
Brothers  and  North  London  Angling  Club.  On  Wednes- 
day the  St.  George’s,  St.  George’s-road,  Peckham. 
announce  a convivial  evening,  whilst  on  the  following 
night  a smoker  is  to  be  held  at  the  Sundial  Angling  Club, 
the  Plough  and  Harrow,  King-street,  Hammersmith. 

* * 


The  proposal  to  raise  the  sizes  of  fish  caught  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Anglers’  Association  was  rejected  on  Monday 
night  at  a meeting  of  delegates,  held  at  the  Foresters' 
Hall.  Although  I quite  agree  with  Mr.  Charles  Hibble, 
who  seconded  Mr.  Harwood’s  proposition,  that  roach  of 
Tin.  were  miserable  fish  to  bring  into  a club-room,  it  would 
be  rather  hard  lines  on  the  Slough  Canal  anglers,  one  of 
whom  the  other  day  took  half  a hundred  roach  before  he 
glanced  upon  a 7in.  fish,  to  raise  the  roach  to  Sin.  I 
entirely  coincide  with  Mr.  Manning  that  there  should  be 
no  coercion  in  the  matter  as  far  as  the  association  is 
concerned.  If  individual  clubs  desire  to  be  above  the 
Thames  standard,  let  them,  by  all  means,  but  the  asso- 
ciation should  not  try  and  force  them  to  resort  to  this 
measure,  and  I am  glad  it  has  no  idea  of  doing  so. 

* * * 

All  club  anglers  will,  I am  sure,  regret  very  much  to 
hear  of  the  tragic  end  of  Mr.  William  Talbot,  a member 
of  the  Mitre  Angling  Society,  Holborn,  who  was  found 
drowned  in  the  Arun  at  Pulborough  on  Sunday.  The 
unfortunate  man  was  one  of  the  competitors  in  the 
match  held  thereon  the  day  referred  to.  and  was  noticed 
fishing  in  the  Swan  Meadow.  Shortly  before  three 
o’clock,  however,  a gipsy  who  was  rowing  down  the  river 
discovered  him  lying  face  downwards  in  about  two  feet 
of  water,  and  got  him  out  as  speedily  as  possible.  Medical 
assistance  was  soon  at  hand,  but  the  unfortunate  angler 
was  past  human  aid.  Close  to  the  spot  his  fishing-box  was 
found  overturned,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Foot  that 
he  fell  off  it  into  the  river  in  a fit  and  was  suffocated. 


At  the  Pulborough  competition  on  July  15,  200  anglers 
took  part,  and  in  the  course  of  the  day  1081b.  fish  were 
taken.  The  roach  were  especially  fine.  Mr.  C.  Watling 
caught  one  21b.  ;^oz.,  and  no  doubt  as  he  made  his  way  to 
the  scene  of  the  weighing-in,  made  sure  he  was  the 
winner  of  the  specimen  prize  for  roach.  Nine  out  of 
every  ten  anglers  would  also  have  thought  so.  But 
there  was  Mr.  "Whitebread  to  beat.  He  scaled  a roach 
of  21b.  8joz.  It  was  a magnificent  fish,  and  one  not  often 
heard  of  nowadays,  not  even  in  the  Hampshire  Avon. 
The  prize-winners  were  : 1,  H.  Palmer,  Anchor  and 
Hope,  201b. ; 2,  A.  Glass,  Anchor  and  Hope,  191b.  joz.  ; 
3,  H.  Scutt,  Anglers’  Pride,  151b.  141oz. ; 4,  G.  Watling, 
Funny  Folks,  81b.  13oz. ; 5,  C.  Watling,  Great  Northern 
Brothers,  71b.  (ijoz. ; 0,  W.  Biggs,  Funny  Folks, 
Tibs.  4.^oz, ; 7,  F.  Young,  Great  Northern  Brothers, 


61b.  SJoz. ; 8,  H.  Whitebread,  Amicable  Waltonians, 
61b.  7oz. ; 9,  C.  Burnett,  Tottenham,  61b.  7oz.  ; 10,  J. 
Blatchley,  Great  Northern  Brothers.  51b.  9Joz. ; 11,  E. 
Carr,  Phoenix,  51b.  3oz.  ; 12.  'W.  Lawrence,  un- 

attached, 41b.  lOJoz. : 13,  W.  Bray,  Bloomsbury 
Brothers,  41b.  64oz.  ; 14,  T.  Simpkins,  Anchor  and  Hope, 
41b.  4jOz.  ; 15,  J.  Osborne,  Mildmay,  41b.  25OZ.  ; 16,  S. 
Genese.  unattached,  31b.  ISJoz.  ; 17,  C.  Fletcher, 
31b.  12oz. : IS,  G.  Morris,  Crown  and  Buckland,  31b.  85OZ.  ; 
19,  W.  Meadam,  Izaak  Walton,  31b.  64oz. ; 20,  G.  Snell, 
Great  Northern  Brothers.  31b.  6oz.  ; 21,  S.  Hill,  Funny 
Folks,  .31b.  2oz. ; 22,  C.  Holmes,  Seymour,  31b.  ^oz. ; 
and  23,  R.  Smith,  Bermondsey  Brothers,  21b.  15oz. 

Goosequill. 

REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


Hg-  Ri  ver  Reporters  tvho  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 


Time  of  High  'Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below. 

r30  min.  for  Chelsea.  r55  min.  for  Kew. 

Go  ,,  ,,  Putney.  w5  ,,  ,,  Eichmond. 

Add'S 45  ,,  ,,  Hammer-  Add-sSO  ,,  ,,  Twicken- 

/ smith.  / ham. 

^50  ,,  ,,  Barnes.  ^85  ,,  ,,  Teddington 

Example  -. — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday,  July 

90 

Morning. 

8.  7 . 

Evening 

8 38 

Sunday,  ,, 

23  

9.  4 

940 

Monday,  ,, 

24  

10.17  

10.  .53 

Tuesday,  ., 

25  

11.28  

— 

Wednesday,  ,, 

26  

0.  1 .. 

0 30 

Thursdav,  ,, 

27  

0..56  . ... 

1 20 

Friday  ,, 

28  

1.41  

2. 1 

High  Water  at  Ameerlet  and  Pelborough. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  July  22  8.47  9.13 

Sunday,  ,,  23  9.44  10.20 

Monday,  .,  24  10.57  11.33 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley. 

Pulborough  will  be  two  hours  forty  minutes  later. 


English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

Thames.— General  Eemares. — I have  only  just  re- 
turned from  Bloaterland,  where,  in  Great  Yarmouth,  I 
have  been  enjoying  the  breezes  from  the  briny  ocean, 
and  it  is  my  custom  on  a first  visit  to  have  a look  at 
Oulton  Broad,  and  to  hear  from  my  good  friend,  Mr. 
George  Mason,  of  the  Wherry  Hotel,  some  account  of 
the  excellent  fishing  he  usually  gives  to  his  clients,  but 
as  the  London  anglers  have  not  yet  mustered  in  any 
force,  we  have  postponed  until  next  month  all  angling 
remarks,  further  than  to  say  he  is  not  only  prepared  to 
give  them  some  good  sport,  but  to  provide  for  them  the 
comforts  and  good  catering  of  his  well-known  hostelry. 
I alsvays  enjoy  a visit  to  Fritton  Decoy,  where  my  friend, 
Mr.  Hallam,  not  only  make.s  his  place  attractive  to  the 
anglers,  but  to  the  general  visitors  from  Yarmouth,  who 
daily  go  there  in  shoals  on  the  large  brakes  which 
leave  the  jetty  several  times  during  the  day,  the  pleasure 
gardens  and  the  walks  through  the  wood  by  the  side  of 
the  lake  can  be  throughly  enjoyed  and  fully  appreciated. 
In  making  a visit  to  Great  Yarmouth  or  Lowestoft,  the 
Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  at  Liverpool- street 
have  a splendid  service  of  trains,  and  in  little  over  three 
hours  the  destination  is  reached,  and  the  fares  are  ex- 
ceedingly moderate.  I returned  from  Great  Y’armouth 
on  Tuesday,  and  the  journey  to  Liverpool-street  was 
accomplished  punctually  in  three  hours.  I have  since 
received  some  good  fishing  news  from  the  Thames — there 
is  one  item  from  Staines  of  the  capture  of  a fine  specimen 
trout  from  the  punt  of  Edward  Keene,  it  weighed  a little 
over  91b.,  and  only  measured  28in.  in  length;  and  in  the 
same  district  John  Keene,  jun.  in  three  days  made  a total 
result  of  1451b.  of  dace,  barbel,  and  bream,  several  oLhe 
bream  weighing  51b.  each. — B. 

Thames  (Chertsey). — John  Poulter,  in  one  day, 
with  Mr.  C.  Wastell,  caught  18Ib.  ot  roach  and  dace,  and 
with  another  angler,  in  two  days,  fifteen  dozen  of  roach 
and  dace,  four  chub,  and  one  bream ; J.  Hackett,  in 
three  days,  ten  barbel  and  twenty  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace  ; and  C.  Harris,  in  one  day,  101b.  of  good  roach. 

Thames  (Eiugfston). — N.  Bolton,  during  the  week, 
fifteen  barbel,  six  bream,  five  perch,  and  nine  jack,  the 
largest  jack  6jlb.  ; John  Johnson,  thirty-two  barbel, 
five  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  two  jack,  and  two  bream  ; 
J.  Wilkes,  seventeen  bream,  one  barbel,  and  ten  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace  ; J.  Knight,  sixty-four  barbel,  thirteen 
chub,  and  ten  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  The  bank 
anglers  have  been  doing  well  with  the  bream,  barbel, 
roach,  and  dace. 

Thames  (Kingston).  — The  fishing  here  is  as 
good  as  ever  I knew  it  to  be ; everyone  seems  to 
get  plenty  of  fish.  Out  with  Josh  Wilks,  we  had 
some  very  nice  bream ; also  roach  and  dace.  My  wife 
got  a good  barbel,  with  gentles  on  a No.  12  roach  hook 


and  the  finest  drawn  gut ; John  Johnston,  fifty-nine 
barbel,  five  dozen  roach  and  dace,  two  jack,  four  bream ; 
Josh  Wilks,  thirty-two  bream,  one  barbel,  twelve  dozen 
roach  and  dace  ; W.  Boltou,  nineteen  barbel,  six  bream, 
five  perch,  nine  jack,  the  largest  going  6Jlb.  : J.  Knight, 
sixty-four  barbel  and  twelve  chub.  An  angler  from  the 
bank  got  a perch,  l|lb.,  and  another  a roach  of  l^lb. — 
J.  E.  Richardson. 

TKames  (Long  Litton). — Mr.  G.  T.  King  and  Mr. 
G.  B.  Carrnthers,  fishing  with  Buttery,  in  one  day, 
caught  thirty-four  barbel,  one  good  perch,  and  a cbub. 
Mr.  Carrnthers,  in  sending  this  result,  speaks  very 
highly  of  the  fisherman,  who  did  his  best  to  give  them 
pleasure  and  satisfaction. 

TKames  (Penton  Hook). — F.  Collier,  one  day,  witK 
Mr.  Slater  and  friend,  three  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and 
one  jack  ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Johnson  and  friend, 
181b.  of  barbel  and  two  bream  ; another  day,  with  Mr. 
Turner  and  friend,  nine  barbel  and  four  bream,  the- 
largest  bream  41b.  The  bank  anglers  have  had  good 
sport  amongst  the  barbel,  bream,  and  cbub. 

Thames  (Richmond).— Job  Brain,  during  the 
week,  forty  barbel,  nearly  all  being  returned  to  the 
river,  and  ten  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  H.  Mansell 
has  been  taking  daily  about  eight  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace,  and  a total  of  five  barbel. 

Thames  (Staines). — John  Keene,  jun.,  one  day 
with  Mr.  Wilson  and  friend,  201b.  of  fish  : another  day, 
with  Messrs.  Edwards,  501b.  of  bream  ; another  day, 
with  Mr.  Codd  and  friend,  601b.  of  bream  and  barbel ; 
and  another  day,  with  Mr.  O’Dowd,  351b.  of  bream  and 
barbel. 

Thames  (Sunbury). — Messrs.  E.  Clarke  and  Sons 
have  been  getting  some  good  sport  among-st  the  roach, 
dace,  and  barbel ; Mr.  Swain  has  taken  a trout  of  41b. ; 
Mr.  Jenkyn,  in  three  hours,  eighteen  barbel : Herbert, 
one  day,  ten  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  another  day 
three  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  two  barbel,  and  one  brace 
of  perch.  Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud  report  a total  of 
“ eighty-two  barbel,  fifty-two  jack,  and  twelve  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace.” 

Thames  (Teddington). — Joseph  Baldwin,  one  day, 
four  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; another  day,  three  jack, 
the  largest  91b.,  and  another  day  five  dozen  of  roach 
and  dace. 

Thames  (T-wickenham). — George  Coxen,  in  two 
days,  fifteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace ; R.  Coxen,  in 
three  days,  351b.  of  roach  and  dace,  one  bream,  and 
three  barbel ; John  Coxen,  one  day,  about  four  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace  ; A.  Hammerton,  in  one  day,  five  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace,  and  one  barbel  : and  John  Spong,  in 
five  days,  twelve  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  four  barbel, 
and  one  brace  of  jack. 

Upper  Thames.— The  upper  reaches  of  the  Thames 
are  now  in  prime  fettle  for  all  kinds  of  ground  fishing, 
and  also  spinning  and  fly  work.  Chub  and  dace  are 
rewarding  the  anglers  who  can  deftly  place  a fly  at  the 
edge  of  or  under  the  boughs  for  the  former  fish,  or 
lightly  cover  a sharp  weir  stream  for  the  latter.  In 
between  the  beds  of  weeds  on  a gravel  bottom,  roach 
are  now  to  be  obtained  either  with  gentles  or  paste,  the 
latter  bait  being  preferred,  and  fetching  the  better  fish. 
Gudgeon  may  be  had  for  the  asking,  and  good  fun  it  is 
now  to  follow  the  “rake’s  progress,”  and  hear  the 
merry  laughter  from  the  ladies  and  youngsters  who  will 
insist  upon  jumping  up  to  land  the  minutest  fingerling. 
Barbel  are  fairly  well  on  the  feed,  and  as  the  toothsome 
lobworm  is  now  plentiful,  and  swims  can  be  well  baited, 
big  hauls  of  these  game  fish  are  sure  to  accrue.  Rain 
has  been  falling  heavily  all  the  week,  but  the  river  can 
stand  a lot  of  that,  and  be  still  further  improved  in 
angling  condition. — Marlow  Buzz. 

Windsor  District. — A tew  showers  have  fallen  in 
the  Thames  Valley  sines  my  last,  but  the  steady  down- 
pour of  some  hours’  duration  so  devoutly  wished  for  has 
not  yet  come,  and  till  it  does  little  difference  can  be 
expected  in  the  state  of  the  river,  which  is  still  low  and 
bright.  All  things  considered,  the  sport  has  been  fairly 
good,  though  the  jack  have  bean  terribly  small.  As 
regards  numbers,  a fourteen-year-old  enthusiast.  Master 
Percy  Holden,  of  Eton,  managed  to  take  five  one  day  by 
spinning,  and  unfortunately  broke  away  with  a large  one. 
Mr.  Windsor,  of  Windsor,  on  one  occasion  also  got  four, 
but  small.  The  largest  I have  heard  of  was  a 3jlb.  fish, 
which  was  caught  by  Lumsden  of  Datchet,  whilst  fishing 
for  dace  with  greaves,  a very  unusual  thing  for  them  to 
take, though  some  years  back  whilst  barbel  fishing  with  it, 

I took  one  in  front  of  Windsor  Bridge,  which  was  about 
41b.  Mr.  Godwin  Smith  and  son,  late  of  Windsor,  out 
with  James  Gray,  17th  inst.,  had  a nice  basket  of  nine 
barbel,  largest  about  41b.,  two  chub  and  a few  dace. 
Roach  are  coming  on  better,  both  as  regards  size  and 
numbers,  but  one  14oz.,  taken  by  Master  C.  Betteridge, 
of  Eton,  is  the  heaviest  I can  record  this  week.  Master 
Percy  Holden  coming  very  close  with  one  of  13|oz.  A 
good  many  chub  have  been  taken,  largest  amongst  a 
basket  of  eight  by  Mr.  Coomber,  of  Eton,  weighing 
21b.  lljoz.  That  little  brown  beetle,  the  cockchafer, 
which  was  thought  to  be  extinct,  has  been  very 
numerous  this  season,  and  good  bags  of  chnb  have 
been  made  with  it,  both  by  dapping  and  sinking. — B.  E. 
Bambridge. 

Ancholme  District.— The  recent  rains  have  put  a 
little  colour  into  the  waters,  and  have  greatly  improved 
the  fi.shing.  A wager  was  fished  on  Thursday  last 
between  Messrs.  G.  Garnett  and  J.  Newton,  of  Sheffield, 
the  largest  number  of  fish  to  win.  Garnett  got  thirty- 
seven,  Newton  thirty-two.  On  Saturday  Mr.  G.  White 
had  111b.  of  roach,  and  Messrs.  Simpson,  Clark,  and 
Bradley  also  had  good  baskets.  On  Monday,  Mr.  F. 
Walker  had  91b.  of  bream  and  roach,  the  largest  bream 
31b.  2oz.  ; Mr.  J.  Walsh  had  81b.  of  bream  and  roach  ; 
Mr.  Smith,  Sheffield,  nearly  2st.  of  roach.  During  the 


week  Mr.  W.  Hare  (Sheffield)  had  a stone  of  roach  and 
dace.  Mr.  W.  Meanwell  got  a dace  weighing  Idoz.  at 
Riverhead,  and  Mr.  F.  Brown,  Hull,  had,  amongst 
other  fish,  a 3lb.  bream. — Thomas  Ford.  « , . • 

Arun,  Pulboroug*!!. — Palmer,  who  won  first  prize  in 
onr  last  Sunday’s  competition,  canght  over  201b.  of  fish 
to-day  near  Swan  Hotel.  Other  good  catches  during  the 
week.  Water  in  good  condition. — (4.  H.  Nutt. 

Bala  Lake,  North  Wales.— For  several  weeks  the 
perch  have  afforded  very  good  sport  in  this  lake,  several 
as  heavy  as  2lb.  Two  or  three  very  good  baskets  ot 
roach  have  also  been  made.  Thongh  the  roach  are 
numerous  in  this  lake,  they  are  seldom  fished  for.  During 
the  last  week  the  pike  and  perch  have  done  very 
Mr.  Brooks  and  his  sons  with  Tweeney  managed  to 
capture  074*  perch,  besides  a few  pike  and  several  eels. 
Mr.  Knott  and  Mr  Llewellyn  Jones  had  also  ^ 
week  with  the  pike  and  perch.  Friday,  one  trout  lib., 
one  pike  01b.,  and  thirty-four  perch.  Saturday,  one 
pike,  71b,  Monday,  two  pike,  41b.  and  42lb.  Tuesday, 


one  pike,  .'lib.,  and  a jack.  Tuesday,  Mr  Derman,  one 
pike  r,lb.  Wednesday,  Mr.  Price,  of  Liverpool  one 
pike,  71b.,  and  a jack.  The  rivers  are 
the  course  of  a day  or  two  the  ,riyers  will  be 
angling  order,  and  some  good  baskets  should  be  made  on 
th«  Rbydyfen  Plats  and  Tryweryn  Lake.— Gwtniad. 

Brighton.— Sea  Angling.— Only  small  catches  of 
plaice,  rock  whiting,  and  small  conger  have  been  made 
by  boat  anglers  during  the  past  week  or  two.  At  time 
of  writing  sea  rough,  with  a gale  trom  the  we,.u. 

"^'c^ornish  Streams.— The  rivers  have  again  sunk  to 
an  extremely  low  level,  and  very  few 
running.  Several  peal  have  been  taken  out  lately, 
supposed  to  have  been  killed  by  dynamite.  The  nets  at 
Wadebridgc,  on  the  Camel,  got  three  salmon,  weighing 
nearly  301b.  each,  daring  the  past  weei  ; but  only  a tew 
little' peal  were  taken  by  the  rods  higher  up.  irout 
fishing  has  been  very  good,  although  the  waters  in  tne 
moorland  streams  are  very  low.— Bodmin. 


ARTHUR  J.  TAYLER,  Booi<Ls 

“ ■p-RT’TICH  HORN  ” Bend  2b.  6d.  In  etumps  for  a copy  post  free  every 

„ . T s 3 ■'  T 

^ r o ' • 1 CULAB  AND  BOOKSELLEBS’  EEOOBD.  St.  Dnu- 

Close  to  River  and  Railway  Station.  Specia  t T nnAnn 

accommodation  tor  Anglers.  1 sign’s  Hoo.e.  Fetter  Lane.  London 

ACCIDENTS  OF  TRAVEL 

AND  ALL  OTHER  ACCIDENTS,  INSURED  AGAINST  BY 

THE  RAILWAY  PASSENGERS'  ASSURANCE  COMPANY, 

.-VT  AXTTN  T AT>n-C'C!'^r  /VtA/TPAMV  PRAVimM^  FOR 


THE  OLDEST  AND  LARGEST  COMPANY  PROVIDING  FOR 

ACCtDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 
64,  CORNHILL,  LONDON. 


Secs. 


THE  MOSCROP  REEL 


24  inches  14/- 

3 „ 16; 

31  — 

4 — 

44 


Adjustable  Drag.  Weight. 

16,6  ' 5 ounces. 

18/6  7 „ 

21/6  lO 

25/-  15 

_ 30,'-  22  ,, 

Sent  on  approval  on  receipt  of  P.O. 

J.  B.  MOSCKOP,  2S  Market  Place,  Manchester. 

Usual  Teums  to  the  Trade. 

From  C.  F.  Brenan,  Spring  Gardens,  Manchester. 

I have  worked  your  reel  through  the  whole  season,  and  look  on 
it  as  the  most  reliable  reel  I ever  hao.’' 

From  F.  Maltby  Bland,  Bury  St.  Edmunds. 

“The  reel  has  done  its  work  splendidly;  its  ventilation,  its  sim* 
plicity  in  taking  to  pieces,  are  untold  advantages.” 

Prom  R.  Oswald  Smith.  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Club,  Pall  Mall. 

“ I have  found  the  reel  satisfactory  in  every  way.  ’ 

From  T.  S.  Turnbull,  Fountain-street,  Manchester. 

*'  My  opinion  is  that  your  reel  is  as  near  perfection  as  human  skill 
can  attain.”  _ ,,  r,-  i v, 

From  JOHN  Bushby,  Frankby.  near  Birkenhead. 

“ Your  reel  is  in  perfect  order  after  having  had  a good  cleaning  ana 
oiling  at  the  end  of  the  season  (a  very  easy  matter  with  your  patent). 
I can  suggest  no  improvement.” 


WA SPS  ! ! ! WASPS  ! ! f 

FOE  TAKING  WASPS’  NESTS  USE 

McBOUGALL'S 

“SMOKE-FERRETS”  or 

‘ Aiu  vermin  ” CHOKERS.” 

Non-EEplosive  ftud  Free  from  Poison. 

Users  sav  : " For  taking  Wasps’  Nests  they  act 

like  mogie  ” ‘‘For  taking  Wasps’  Nests  they 

i are  most  useful  and  certain." “ They  have  given 

complete  satisfaction,  and  are  ..““a 

Also  for  Exterminating  EATS. 

RABP.ITS,  and  ALL  VERMIN  THAT  BURROW 
UNDERGROUND. 

Size  No.  1.  at  2 - per  doz.  : 22  6 per  gross. 

2 At  5 • • « 5 V 6 '1 

The  No.  ‘2  is  three  times  the  size  of  No.  1. 
From  Chemists.  Iro.nmonoerr,  Ac.,  and 
McDougall  Bros.,  10,  Mark-lane,  Lond.,  E.C. 

Users  mi  all  hands  rccommaid  them.  tSee  Certificates. 


Dee  (Corwen,  N.  Wales/.— Tuesday  night  s ram 
brought  about  2ft.  more  water,  and  very  dirty.  14. 
Eoberts  had  4ilb.  of  very  fine  trout,  with  worm,  and  J. 
Lovel  had  31b.,  and  an  eel,  21b.  The  water  is  now  in 
grand  order  for  fly.  D.  Eoberts  had  41b.,  with  fly  ami 
worm  • Mr  H.  Williams  had  three  brace,  i^lb.,  with  fly  ; 
Mr  Walker  had  four  fish.  Best  flies,  Olive  Dun,  Stone 
Flv,  Alder  Fly.— Alwen.  . 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— We  have  water  in  good 
trim  now,  and  sport  is  equally  good,  especially  on  the 
brooks.  The  Eev.  E.  K.  Bolton  got  tour  and  a halt 
brace  of  good-sized  fish  from  Bradbnrn  Brook  on  Friday, 
and  exactly  the  same  sized  dish  on  Saturday.  These 
with  the  Hare’s  Ear  and  the  Turkey  B-own  We  hear  of 
good  sport  on  the  Birdsgrove  length  and  on  Benlly 
Brook,  as  well  as  on  several  other  lengths.— 14.  W.  H. 
Foster.  Ashbourne. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).— 
The  rivers  still  keep  very  low,  notwithstanding  several 
heavy  showers  that  have  fallen  daring  the  past  week ; 

"VrOTICE  —Tourists  about  to  visit  Ballina  would 

IN  do  well  to  consult  the  undersized  In  the  flr^ 
instance,  as  he  is  :n  a 

CLAaS  BOATS  and  ATTENDANCE,  togetner  wth  be«*t 
Fli«8  of  his  o'wn  manufacture,  - ultable  for  either  lake 
or  river,  on  the  most  moderate 

cost  punctually  attended  to.— Note  addre^ss,  JOHN 
DEVERS,  Profestional  Rod  and  Gun  Sportsman, 
Ballina.  Co.  Mavn,  Ireland  . 


HAVE  YOU  TRIED 

KING’S 

NAT1IR1L  BAIT? 

UNSURPASSED  FOR  ALL  FISH  which  ■will 
take  a PASTE  BAIT.  Is  used  hy  the  leading 
Anglers  of  the  day  with  the  greatest  success. 

Of  all  TACKLE  DEALERS,  in  Packets,  3i, 
6d.,  and  Is.  each,  or  by  post  (postage  extra)  of 
the  Maker— WM.  KING,  157,  COMMEECIAX. 
ROAD,  LONDON,  E. 


YACHTING  & FISHING  Ae  NORFOLK  BROADS 

YACHTS  for  HIRE.  List,  with  full  description,  on  appUeation. 

A.  J.  EUDD  (late  C.  J-  Greene),  Pishing  Tackle  Manufacturer. 

54,  LONDON  STREET,  NORWICH. 

Every  Information  as  to  Fishing  Grounds  given  to  Customers. 

JOHN  COOi»EK  <Sc  SONS, 

[naturalists  to  H.B.H.  THE  DUKE  OF  EDINBURGH. 

SILVER  MEDALS,  1887,  '80,  & ’82. 


28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM, 


Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Maniifactnrer  of  every  description  of  Fishing 
Tackle.  Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 


JAMES 


OGDEN’S  CELEBRATED  MULTUM-IN-PARVO 
FLY  RODS,  f1  Is. 

Every  description  of  Solinoii  Hnd  Trout  Flies  Dressed  on  the  Premises,  nnd  despntched  per  retnrn  of  post. 

— No  ConnGction  with,  ojciy  othor  Porsons  assuming  th© 

same  Name. 


■SG 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


iiideef),  want  a lot  of  rain  bofore  w*g  can  count  ut^ou 
anything  like  good  sport. — H. 

£den  (Carlisle).  The  two  feet  of  fresh  water  will 
greatly  improve  the  herling  fishing.  These  merry  little 
hsh  are  p.entiful.  but  hitherto  have  not  got  above  the 
sewage  outfall,  and  consequently  have  not  been  taking 
freely.  It  will  take  another  two  or  three  feet  to  clear 
out  1 he  filth.  Trout  fishing  is  about  over.  Some  of  the 
Carlisle  poachers  who  have  been  visiting  the  Esk  prettv 
regularly,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  watchers  near  Long- 
bourne  on  Sunday  night,  and  though  three  out  of  the 
four  got  aw'ay,  they  lost  their  nets.  A heavy  run  of 
salmon  is  e.vpected  in  a day  or  two. — Silver  Grey. 

and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  tropical  rain  of 
brought  the  river  down  in  heavy  volume. 

Brampford  Water,  on  Monday 
killed  four  brace  of  nice  trout  with  the  artificial  minnow. 
From  the  canal  some  very  good  takes  of  roach  have 
been  had.  Several  good  bags  of  perch  have  also  been 
made  in  point  of  numbers,  but  the  fish  generally  run 
small. — Eed  Palmer. 

Pen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).  — The 

rams  of  the  past  week  have  very  much  improved  pro- 
spects for  roach  and  perch  fishing.  In  the  Billing, 
borough  district  anglers  have  been  doing  well,  both  in 
the  Portv-foot  and  the  drains  in  conuection  with  it. 
North  of  Bonington  Bridge  some  good  baskets  have 
been  made  lately.  Near  Crawley’s  Mill  there  has  been 
some  good  gport.  Capital  roach  have  been  met  with. 
Good  }ierch  and  roach  have  been  taken  on  the  Swines- 
liead  lengths.  Roach  and  perch  have  been  taken  freely 
from  the  GJenn,  the  Vernatts.  North  and  South  Drove 
and  the  Counter-drain  in  the  Spalding  district,  and  par- 
. ticplarlyj  about  Pode  Hole.  Some  good  tench  were  also 
^ takjen.  about,  here.  Best  execution  seems  to  have  been 
done  with  new  wheat  and  paste  for  roach,  whilst  worm 
wasp  grub,  gentles,  Ac.,  have  been  used  for  perch  — 
Limpet. 

Idle  (Nortli  Notts. ). — A number  of  anglers  have 
. been  out  on  these  waters,  with  fairly  good  sport.  The 
water  is  in  good  condition,  but  weeds  very  prevalent. 
Roach  and  dace  have  been  the  chief  fish  to  hand  but 
several  nice  chub  have  been  got,  as  well  as  a few  trout 
■from,  the  length  near  to  Retford  and  Tllne.  Bream 
■.have'ibeen  rather  scarce. — L. 

' Keniiett,  &c.  (Newbury  District).— The  river 
Iveimett  and  also  the  Lamborne  continue  to  yield  well 
and  so  far  the  coarse  season  has  been  above  the  average. 
The  recent  rains  also  have  considerably  helped  aii<rlers 
and  heavy  baskets  have  resulted.  Some  1131b.  of  coarse 
fish  have  been  taken  from  the  Association  waters,  and 
151b.  from  the  borough  water.s.  Scores  of  local  anglers 
and  several  visitors  are  daily  having  useful  bags.  I 
fancy  the  most  fetching  bait  for  roach,  which  are  to  be 
met  with  large,  is  boiled  wheat,  although  many  stick  to 
the  paste. — .1.  E.  W. 

Lake  District. — At  the  time  of  writing,  rain  is 
descending  in  torrents.  A quantity  of  rain  has  fallen, 
and  some  few  mort  have  found  their  way  up  the  rivers. 
The  bead  of  Morei^ambe  and  the  estuary  of  the  Kent 
have  yielded  immense  quantities  of  fish  to  the  netters. 
At  Low  Levens,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Kent,  several 
kelts  ' have  been  taken  among  fhe  fresh-run  fish.  Mort 
have  been  hawked  in  Kendal  this  week  at  lOd.  per  lb. 
Trout  fi.sbing  cannot  be  described  as  good.  The  best 
takes  are  from  the  dams,  with  winged  night  flies.  The 
Sprint,  Mint,  Kent,  and  Troutbeck  have  all  yielded  fair 
numbers  of  fish,  not  in  the  best  of  condition.  Best 
files  for  use  in  next  few  weeks  are  Corncrake,  Dotterell, 
Golden  Plover,  and  Light  Starling,  all  dressed  as  hackle 
flies.  VV  indermere  continues  to  yield  magnificent  takes 
of  perch.  Trout  fishers  would  prefer  to  see  them  less 
plentiful. 

Lea  (Ponder’s  End).— Plenty  of  sport,  and  fish 
numerous.  Favourite  bait,  wasp  grub.  Mr  York 
Islington,  barbel,  51b.  !»oz.— the  best  fish,  but  other 
anglers  caught  fair  (luantities  of  roach  and  other  fish.— 
Pred  Green. 

Lea  (Ware,). — There  has  been  some  very  fine  takes  of 
roach  here  this  week,  and  the  river  is  in  splendid  con- 
ditioii  now.  the  most  killing  baits  being  caddis  and 
bloodworms,  of  which  Joseph  Baldock.of  the  toll  house, 
has  a good  supply,  if  any  anglers  visiting  here  should 
require  any.— Edwin  Cossar. 

Lea  and  Stott.  The  rough  and  showery  weather 
we  have  had  lately  has  not  been  very  enticing  for  any 
kind  of  outdoor  sports,  still  some  good  catches  of  fisii 
have  been  made  at  several  places.  At  the  competition 
at  Waltham  Abbey,  the  six  prizes  were  taken  as  follows  ■ 

J.  Hadkiss.  first,  lib.  lOioz.  : Dick  Spillett,  second, 
lib.'  3oz.;'C.  Saville,  third,  l'2oz. ; Bramley,  fourth 
13oz.  ; West,  fifth,  7^oz. ; W.  Fitch,  sixth,  (ijoz.  Mr.’ 
Bevau,  of  the  Prince  Albert  Angling  Society,  bad 
31b.  I'ioz.  : Mr.  Quinn,  roach,  one  of  7ioz. ; C.  Ellis, 
roach  ; J.  West,  roach  : and  E.  Berry,  a tench  of  2Jlb! 
Another  contest  of  a much  larger  description  will  be 
held  there  on  July  30,  whendSS  worth  of  prizes  are  to  be 
competed  for.  Some  of  the  Edmonton  and  Tottenham 
members  had  fair  shows  on  the  16th  Inst.  : G.  Letch 
31b.  15voz.  ; C.  Hadkiss,  31b.  lOjoz.  ; W.  Dew,  21b  14;oz  ■ 

J.  Hadkiss,  lib.  lOJoz.  ; H.  West,  lib.  3Joz.,  and  other 
smaller  takes.  I passed  a very  pleasant  hour  or  two  at 
the  Hountfield  Otters  Club  on  Tuesday,  which  is  held 
at  the  Cross  Keys,  Edmonton  Green.  The  club  will  have 
a competition  at  Harlow,  on  July  30,  for  eight  prizes. — 
Sl'MCED  JuINT. 

Leicester.  — The  unsettled  weather  has  slightly 
interlered.  with  angling,  but  much  good  will  doubtless 
accrue  from  the  rains,  which  have  well  flushed  the  river 
and  canal.  Angling  has  been  principally  confined  to 
roach  fishing,  and  several  of  the  more  prominent 
wielders  of  the  rod  have  suceeded  in  taking  satisfactory 
lots  of  fish  from  the  Leicester  preserves.  Mr.  H.  Prime 
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weighed  in  121b.  of  roach,  Mr.  Pinnock,  101b.  ; Mr.  Cox, 
71b.;  and  Messrs.  Pinnock,  jun.,  and  Toach,  51b.  each.’ 
Most  of  the  fish  were  landed  from  the  canal,  and  when 
the  meadows  along  the  Soar  above  the  town  have  been 
cut,  anglers  will  have  further  opportunities  of  getting 
good  baskets  from  these  noted  waters.  A few  brace  of 
chub  have  been  secured  from  the  backwaters  at  Ayle- 
stone.  The  resorts  away  from  the  town  have  not  received 
quite  so  much  attention,  but  sport  has  chiefly  been  with 
the  roach  and  perch.  The  portion  of  the  riVer  at  Nar- 
borough  and  Croft  have  yielded  well,  and  roach  and 
pike  up  to  4Jlb.  have  been  good  business.  Market 
Harborough  way  anglers  who  regularly  attend  the 
Wreake  have  done  fairly  well,  but  the  rains  have  sadly 
interfered  with  successful  fishing  operations,  the  storms 
being  very  heavy  at  times.  The  waters  late  this  week 
bad  greatly  improved,  no  rain  having  fallen  since 
Wednesday.  Should  the  favonrable  conditions  con- 
tinue anglers  will  doubtless  be  again  very  busy  by  the 
time  this  report  is  in  print,  and  sport  should  be 
excellent. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  — These  trout 
and  grayling  streams  are  still  running  low  and  clear. 
The  fish  have  been  moving  fairly  well  at  the  fly.  Wasp 
grub  fishing  has  been  better,  and  several  nice  lots  of 
trout  have  been  landed.  Gra.yling  have  been  spotting 
well  at  the  fly.  The  Pinsley  is  now  clear,  and  in  order 
for  fishing.  Sport  in  it  is  good. — Gwtnne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Elvers  are  still  extremely  low  and  clear  ; the  slight 
rise  of  a week  ago  quickly  run  off.  Although  the  weather 
is  mostly  dull,  with  occasional  showers,  fish  are  very 
sluggish  ; scarcely  any  to  be  seen  rising.  A good  strong 
fresh  is  wanted  badly  ; sport  will  not  be  really  sood 
till  we  get  one.  Flies  as  last  week,  with  the  addition  of 
Silver  Dun;  wasp  grub  fishing  fairly  good;  not  much 
doing  with  minnow. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Maidstone). — Elver  in  fine  condition  for 
all-round  angling.  Roach  have  been  well  on,  and  some 
good  bream  have  been  taken  boiled  wheat  is  the 
favourite  lure,  and  maiden  lobs  for  bream.  Chub  now 
take  cheese,  paste,  or  a grasshopper.  A few  jack  have 
been  taken,  but  in  poor  condition.  In  our  lower  pen 
there  has  been  a great  destruction  of  roach  and  eels. — 
W.  Shrdbsole. 

Medway  (Tonbridge).— Enough  rain  has  at  last 
fallen  to  thoroughly  colour  the  water,  and,  strange  to 
say,  to  put  iieai'ly  all  fish  off  the  feed.  Some  very  good 
baskets  of  roach  and  bream  up  to  last  Friday  evening, 
but  very  little  done  since  then.  Some  half  dozen 
specimen  tench  have  been  taken  during  the  week,  one  or 
two  of  which  went  to  London  clubs.  Paste,  wasp  grub, 
and  stewed  wheat  have  been  freely  used,  but  now  every- 
one seems  trying  to  get  brandlings  and  lobs.— E.  E.  W. 

Ouse  (Brandon). — Elver  here  in  splendid  condition. 
We  are  having  splendid  sport.  A Mr.  Price  caught 
some  roach  weighing  IHb.,  and  Mr.  Scott  and  myself 
caught  some  averaging  over  lib.  each  ; in  fact,  every- 
body has  had  very  good  sport  this  week.  Every  accom- 
modation can  be  bad  at  the  Ram  Hotel,  and  every  atten- 
tion paid  to  visitors. — J.  Rolph. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— The  rain  has  put  the  water 
in  splendid  order  for  roach  and  bream.  Roach  have 
been  feeding  well  on  wheat.  Mr.  C.  A.  Bryant  and 
W.  D.  Storey  have  taken  some  good  rudd,  one  scaling 
21b.  Goz.  Chub  have  been  feeding  well. — H.  Rout. 

Penzance.— Amateur  anglers  are  having  excellent 
sport,  both  off  the  pier  and  in  the  bay.  Bass  are  tairly 
plentiful,  and  good  takes  of  whiting  pollock,  and  flat 
fish  are  being  made.  A few  grey  mullet  have  been 
taken,  and  the  pilchard  fishery  is  now  on. — H. 

PlymoutK. — Sea  Fishing. — Some  very  fine  bass 
have  been  canght  at  Powey,  fishing  from  the  rocks 
rvith  the  indiarubher  sand  eel,  after  the  fashion  of  salmon 
fishing.  They  are  to  he  caught  at  the  Rame  and  Penlee, 
and  there  are  great  numbers  still  about  the  pier  at 
Boves  ; and  pollack  are  still  at  their  favourite  haunts, 
the  largest  near  the  Rennie  rocks,  and  smaller,  from  lib. 
to  41b,,  near  the  winter  shoal.  Pouting  can  be  caught 
at  the  present  time  off  the  ladies’  bathing-place,  boats 
taking  as  many  as  from  ten  to  twelve  dozen,  using  the 
chopstick  lines,  with  hooks  to  gut  and  baited  with  mud- 
worms. — River  Pishing. — The  rivers  are  still  low,  but 
occasional  rains  have  greatly  improved  matters,  some 
good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  on  the  Meavy, 
and  peel  on  the  Dart  and  Tamar;  but  we  want  a lot 
more  rain  yet,  before  the  I’ivers  are  in  what  I call  a 
fishable  condition. — William  Heardeb. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).- The  cloudy  weather  and 
frequent  rainfalls  have  been  conducive  to  successful 
angling,  and  good  sport  has  been  obtained,  principally 
with  the  coarse  fish.  Pishing  in  the  Dovey,  near 
Machynlleth,  last  week,  Mr.  Henry  Brown  took  half  a 
dozen  trout  averaging  21b.  each  w'ith  the  worm.  The 
fly  has  not  been  taking  well. — Piscator. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanyniy- 
nech).  Owing  to  frequent  and  very  heavy  showers  of 
rain,  all  these  rivers  are  now  much  higher  than  they 
have  been  for  some  months  past.  At  present  they  are 
not  in  very  good  condition  for  the  fly,  although  some 
good  catches  are  occasionally  made ; but  should  the 
present  fine  weather  continue,  in  a very  few  days  they 
will  be  in  splendid  condition.  Bottom  fishers  are 
having  a grand  time  of  it  at  present,  and,  with  wasp 
•JiS'&ffots  and  other  kinds  of  bait,  very  large  baskets  of 
fish  are  taken  daily. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures). — The  river  is  still  very  clear,  and 
fish  are  feeding  very  shy.  A few  roach  and  bream  may 
be  taken  in  the  morning  and  evening  fishing ; but  nothing 
much  will  be  done  until  the  river  gets  a thorough  wash- 
ing out.  White  paste,  coloured  with  ground  bait,  is  the 
favourite  lure. — W.  B.xinbridge. 


Sussex  Kiivers. — With  the  welcome  rain  sport  has 
considerably  improved  in  all  waters.  The  competition 
at  Pniborough  and  Amberley  on  the  10th  inst.  was  a 
grand  success,  both  in  the  number  of  competitors  and 
the  weight  taken.  During  the  week  several  good  takes 
were  made  at  and  below  Amberley.  A bream  of 
31b.  14oz.  and  roach  up  to  11b.  9oz.  included  in  a 191b. 
basket.  Some  splendid  roach  have  also  been  taken  near 
Billingshurst,  where  a 21b.  fish  is  not  unusual.  The 
Rother  is  in  good  order,  and  in  the  upper  portion  pike  are 
reported  numerous.  A perch  of  31b.  is  notified  from 
the  Selham  reach,  and  baskets  of  fine  roach  and  bream 
from  the  lower  water.  Chub  have  given  sport  on  the 
Ouse,  and  the  roach  fishermen  have  had  takes  up  to 
131b.  The  canal,  Chichester,  is  in  excellent  trim,  and,  now 
that  the  corporation  are  clearing  the  surface  weeds, 
better  sport  may  be  hoped  for.  Up  to  the  present  I 
have  not  heard  of  bream  weighing  over  21b.,  but  there 
are  heavy  carp  both  at  the  basin  and  in  the  bridge 
holes,  a break  away  is  of  frequent  occurrence.  Good 
sport  has  been  obtained  among  the  roach  and  dace 
in  the  Steyning  district  up  the  Adur.— George  F. 
Salter. 

Taw  (North  Devon). — Rivers  are  well  up  and 
salmon  and  peel  are  running.  The  flood  of  Monday,  which 
measured  1 95in.  and  the  same  Wednesday  was  l'.50in., 
which  makes  the  streams  almost  three-quarter  bank  high. 
Fish  are  seen  feeding  and  sporting  in  every  pit.  One 
gentlemen  told  me  that  fift.y-five  was  his  share  Satur- 
day, but  not  so  large  as  should  be  ; another,  twenty-five, 
and  I heard  of  two  wormers  taking  four  dozen  between 
them,  but  it  will  take  a week  or  so  for  fish  to  show  the 
effects  of  this  week’s  feed  Fishermen  for  the  next 
Bank  Holiday  will,  I feel  sure,  have  the  best  of  the 
season  and  their  good  chances  of  returning  sport  on  the 
waters  banks.  Bass  have  not  come  into  the  bay  this 
year. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— Several  heavy 
showers  of  rain  have  fallen,  and  a few  small  baskets  of 
trout  (say  21b.  to  51b.  a basket)  have  been  taken  chiefly 
on  the  minnow — by  local  fishermen,  but  the  water  is 
again  running  low,  and  we  want  a lot  more  rain  to  move 
the  trout  and  to  insure  anything  like  sport. — H. 

Tenie  (Knighton). — The  water  is  running  low  and 
clear,  rain  has  been  had  in  the  district,  but  it  has  made 
little  difference  in  the  water,  and  more  is  wanted.  Fish- 
ing has  been  best  in  the  evening  part.  A few  rods  have 
been  out,  and  a few  good  trout  have  been  landed. — R. 
Knighton. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  low  and 
clear.  More  rain  is  wanted  to  put  the  fish  well  on  the 
feed.  The  flies  used  are  the  Governoi,  Sky  Blue,  Black 
Palmer,  July  Dun,  July  Gnat,  Cooh-y-bondhu,  Orange 
Palmer,  and  Coachman.  Bottom  fishers  have  been  busy 
with  the  worm  and  wasp  grub.  Minnow  fishing  in  the 
morning  part  has  been  good.  Grayling  are  now  feeding 
well,  and  are  sold  at  Is.  per  pound.  Some  good  chub 
have  been  taken  near  Saltmore  with  the  wasp  grub. 
Along  the  Folley  six  trout  were  taken  on  Monday  with 
the  wasp  grub.  In  the  Castle  Pound  several  nice  lots  of 
eels  have  been  landed  with  the  worm.  In  the  Ludford 
water  good  sport  was  had  with  the  fly.  The  Ony,  Corve, 
Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  low  and  clear,  but  in  good 
order  for  fishing.  In  the  Corve  several  good  lots  of 
trout  have  been  taken  this  week  with  the  wasp  grub.— 
T.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury), — The  river  is  slill  low  and  clear, 
but  in  fair  fishing  order.  More  rain  is  wanted.  The 
fish  are  moving  better  at  the  fly,  and  have  taken  the 
wasp  grub  well.  A few  rods  have  been  out,  and  some 
nice  trout  and  grayling  have  been  landed,  but  the  takes 
have  been  small.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
low  and  clear,  fishing  in  them  quiet. — Worcester. 

Tenby. — Boat  anglers  are  only  having  poor  sport.  A 
few  conger  are  being  taken,  as  also  sea  bream  and  plaice 
— H. 

Torridge  (Torrington). — River  in  greater  flood  to- 
day than  it  has  been  since  March  1.  Many  fishermen 
are  out  fishing  for  eels.  This  big  water  will  stock  the 
river  with  salmon  and  peal,  and  improve  the  trout  fish- 
ing.— Practical  Angler. 

Trent  (Newark). — During  the  week  the  Trent  has 
been  slightly  unsettled.  Bream  fishing  has  fallen  off, 
and  chub  do  not  appear  to  take  wasp  grub  with  the 
greediness  of  a fortnight  ago.  A few  good  roach  and 
dace  have  been  bagged  with  gentles.  The  Newark 
Piscatorials  closed  a successful  half  year  on  Wednesday 
night,  the  weigbing-in  book  shows  goodly  numbers  to 
have  been  frayed  in  all  classes,  the  following  being  best 
specimens  : Roach,  lib.  7Joz.  8 shots,  Mr.  J.  Halliday  ; 
dace,  8oz.  4 shots,  Mr.  F.  C.  Lees  ; bream,  31b.  2oz.,  Mr. 

H.  Corner;  chub,  31b.  2oz.,  Mr.  A.  Lee;  perch, 
lib.  3toz.  4 shots,  Mr.  J.  Halliday ; and  bleak, 
Ijoz.  7 shots. — Teentsider. 

^Velsb  Harp  (Hendon,  N.W^.). — Fishing  here  was 
very  good  indeed  last  week,  on  Sunday  especially.  One 
gentlemen,  who  would  not  give  his  name,  got  seven  jack, 
all  over  61b.,  by  spinning.  I send  you  the  names  and 
weights  of  fish  weighed  iu  here  : Mr.  Gordon,  91b.  roach 
and  two  jack  ; Mr.  Cameron,  61b.  roach  and  three  jack  ; 
Mr.  Brown,  8Hb.  roach  ; Mr.  Tipper,  101b.  roach  and 
three  jack  ; Mr.  Tomlin,  fourteen  perch  : Mr.  White, 
31b.  roach  and  one  jack  ; Mr.  Marshall,  41b.  roach  and 
seven  jack ; Mr.  Frost,  61b.  roach  and  four  bream  ; Mr. 
Howell,  five  jack  ; Mr.  Bush,  81b.  roach  ; Mr.  Shultz, 
61b.  roach  and  two  jack  ; Mr.  Palmer,  151b.  roach  and 
nine  perch  ; Mr.  Howell,  91b.  roach,  and  one  jack  ; Mr. 
Sam‘'on,  7|lb.  roach  ; Mr.  Ealand,  111b.  roach  and 
fifteen  porch  ; Mr.  Robinson,  71b.  roach  and  four  perch. 

— J.  Warner. 

W^itham,  &c.  (ZUid  Lincoln). — Anglers  have 
been  having  rare  sport  on  the  lower  lengths  of  the 
Witham  and  on  the  drains  about  Boston.  The  best  takes 
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have  como  from  the  Maud  Foster  Drain  and  from  the 
M^itham  at  Kirkstead  ; but  other  points  liave  yielded 
well.  Fine  bream  have  been  taken  from  Brayford  pool, 
many  runninf?  from  Illb.  to  lib.,  and  some  nice  bream  as 
well  as  roach  have  been  landed  from  tbe  boasdyke. 
Capital  perch  are  now  beinfr  pot  from  the  Barhnp.s 
River  and  some  of  the  other  subsidiary  streams.  1 hese 
waters  are  a little  flushed  and  coloured,  and  oookspnrs 
are  irresistible.  Paste  fis  said  to  have  proved  best  tor 
bream,  whilst  roach  fishers  have  found  creed  wheat  an 
excellent  bait.  Eels  are  still  plentiful  in  the  rivei. 

'Wye  and  Derwent  (Matlock,  Derbyshire).— 

Both  rivers  have  benefited  by  the  rain  we  have  had 
during  the  week,  and  are  now  in  excellent  condition 
for  fly-ashing,  and  the  weather  now  take  up,  good  sport 
ought  to  be  obtained.  Some  nice  dishes  of  fish  have 
been  taken  since  my  last  report,  the  largest  basket,  one 
of  eight  and  a half  brace,  has  been  captured  from  the 
Chatsworth  club  water.  1 took  tour  brace  of  nice  nsh 
at  Bowsley,  on  Saturday  afternoon,  and  three  and  a 
half  brace  on  Monday,  on  the  Matlock  water.  Messrs. 
Pearson,  Green,  and  others  have  killed  some  good  hsh. 
The  eel  mentioned  in  my  last  week’s  report  was  3ft.  bin. 
not  1ft.  Sin.  Flies,  Apple  Green,  Ash  Dun,  and 
Grey  Quill. — A.  Clark. 

Yare  (Tforwich).— Prom  accounts  to  hand  sport  has 
improved  during  this  week,  as  the  end  of  last  week  was 
any  thing  but  lively.  On  Saturday  last  some  few  bream 
were  taken  in  the  lower  reaches  down  past  Buckenham, 
near  Langley,  and  others  lower  down  at  Cantley,  and 
reports  of  catches  up  to  5st.  of  bream  at  Beedham  are 
noted.  Coming  up  to  Brundall,  near  Norwich,  Fawcett 
told  me  on  Saturday  last  that  some  anglers  near  the  ice 
house  had  caught  about  2st,  of  roach  and  bream  a few 
days  before,  and  quite  up  to  the  connection  of  the  Yare 
with  the  Wensnm  bream  have  been  taken  in  goodly 
numbers.  On  the  Bure  sport  has  been  generally  fairly 
good.  In  the  Ranworth  district,  near  the  Ant,  soyne 
fine  bream  and  roach  have  been  taken  by  Norwich 
anglers,  whilst  on  the  Ant  the  roach  have  been^  on  the 
feed,  one  catch  of  3^st.  being  made.  The  Boar  s Head 
Angling  Club  hold  their  annual  match  at  Cantley  on 
Thursday,  27th  inst.  Prospects  are  now  decidedly  good, 
the  rains  which  have  fallen  improving  all  our  streams.  ■ 
Robert  Moll. 

Scotch  Reports. 

Altnacealgach  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— On  Monday 
week,  fourteen  anglers  were  out,  and  349  trout,  aggre- 
gating 1071b.,  were  landed.  The  heaviest  baskets  were 
by  Dr.  Peddie  and  Mr.  Connacher,  Perth,  on  Loch  Cama, 
117  trout,  371b.  ; and  Messrs.  Humphreys  and  Morton, 
on  Loch  Urigill,  sixty-nine  trout,  l-S.^lb.  On  Tuesday 
the  sport  was  not  so  good,  but  on  Wednesday  ten  anglers 
made  a total  of  280  trout,  791b. ; Dr.  Peddie  and  Mr. 
Connacher  coming  first  with  seventy-four  trout,  261b.  ; 
Messrs.  Mills  and  Gill,  Mr.  Dicken,  Messrs.  Beith  and 
Millar,  Mr.  Humphrey,  Dr.  Underhill,  and  Rev  P. 
Whyte  were  also  out,  and  made  baskets  ranging  from 
.5|lb.  to  181b.  On  Thursday,  Loch  Cama  yielded  capital 
sport.  General  Ranken.  London,  had  thirty-four  timut, 
19ilb.,  and  a/ero.r  of  3Jlb..  caught  with  fly;  Mr.  Con- 
nacher, twenty-seven  trout,  ll^lb. ; and  Dr  PetMie, 
along  with  Mr.  Cutcliff,  seventy-three  trout,  221b  ; Rev. 
P Whyte  and  Mr.  Whyte  fished  Loch  Veyatie,  and  got 
thirty-four  trout,  Hlb.  ; and  Dr.  Underhill,  on  Loch 
Urigill,  fifty  trout,  141b.  Nice  baskets  were  also  made 
by  Mr.  Dicken,  Mr.  Humphreys,  and  Messrs.  Mills  and 
Gill.  The  total  for  the  day  was  287  fish,  105ilb.— 
McB. 

Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters.  — July  12,  on  Loch 
Meaddie.  Messrs.  Price  and  Billiurgh,  sixty  trout,  181b  ; 
onlLochHalam,  Mr.  Straker,  thirty-nine  trout,  181b.  13th, 
on  Loch  Loyal,  Messrs.  Price  and  Bilburgh,  one  ferox, 
51b.,  and  forty-two  trout,  201b.  14th,  on  Loch  Loyal, 
Messrs.  Price  and  Bilburgh,  thirty-nine  trout.  171b. 
15th,  on  Loch  Halam,  Messrs.  Price  and  Bilburgh, 
fifty  trout,  231b. ; on  Loch  Naver,  Mr.  Somerville,  ten 
trout,  61b.  ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stitt,  twenty-two  trout,  7|-lb. 
17th,  on  Loch  Naver,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stitt,  sixteen  trout, 
61b  • Mr.  Somerville,  two  sea-trout,  21b.  2Joz.,  and  three 
trout,  5ilb.  18th,  on  Loch  Loyal,  Mr.  Somerville  and 
Mr.  White,  fifty  trout,  171b.  ; on  Loch  Meaddie,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Stitt,  twenty-five  trout,  7ilb.— W.  Munbo. 

Beauly. — Angling  has  much  improved.  On  Monday 
the  Duke  of  Portland  landed  a fine  salmon  of  121b.  On 
Tuesday  five  grilse  scaling  from  41b.  to  ilb. ; and  on  the 
previous  Friday  two  salmon,  91b.  and  121b.,  four  grilse  of 
average  weights,  and  a few  trout.  G.  M. 

Border  Esk.— The  Esk  is  again  decreasing  in  size, 
notwithstanding  the  recent  rains.  Angling  is  only  poor 
in  the  middle  reaches.  Below  Longtown  matters  are  im- 
proving, Mr.  Huthart,  Carlisle,  creeled  over  fifty  whit- 
ing at  a fishing.  Mr.  Atkinson,  of  Carlisle,  had  ninety 
whiting  at  three  fishings.  Mr.  Bell,  Longtown,  good 
creel  of  sea  trout  and  whiting,  whilst  Col.  Wybergh  has 
had  twenty  and  thirty  whiting  at  a fishing  in  the 
Metal  Bridge  water,  and  also  a few  sea  trout. 
Both  of  sea  trout  and  whiting  good  takes  have  been 
made  in  the  upper  reaches  of  this  river.  Penton  Bridge 
is  only  six  miles  railway  from  Langholm  and  two  miles 
walk  or  drive  from  the  Cross  Keys,  Canonbie.  That  two 
miles  stretch  of  water  from  Penton  Linns  to  the  foot 
of  Liddle,  within  view  of  the  well-known  Roman  camp, 
is  well  worth  visiting,  both  on  account  of  the  scenery 
and  the  fishing  to  be  obtained  in  the  numerous  pools 
when  the  river  is  in  trim.  In  addition  to  vrhich  the 
famous  Willow  and  Cauldron  pools,  the  best  pitches  on 
the  Esk,  are  within  sight  of  the  confluence  of  the  two 
streams  at  the  extremity  of  “ Canonbie  Lea.” — W.  A. 


Carron,  Easter  B,oss  (Ardgay,  N.B.).-— On 

Wednesday  last  Mr.  W.  Allis-Smith,  of  Glencalvie, 
landed  a salmon  weighing  71b.,  on  Thursday  a 61b. 
grilse,  and  on  Friday  two  grilse  weighing  41b.  each. 

M<'B.  , , ,>  11  1. 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire).  -On  the  Invercauld  Ballater 
Doc  fishings,  Mr.  Yarrow  had  two  of  71b.  and  81b.  and 
two  of  81b.  and  91b.  on  two  days  last  week,  while  Mr. 

H.  Lee  Warner,  on  the  same  water,  creeled  one  of  81b., 
and  Colonel  Upcher  one  of  8.ilb.  On  the  Glen 
waters.  Sir  Wm.  Brook’s  keepers  and  party  hail  fash 
almost  evsry  day  last  weok.  On.  tho  Ivincardin©  O NbII 
section,  Mr.  Geo.  M.  Mackay  landed  a grilse  of  3|lb., 
while  the  Woodend,  Crathes,  and  lower  beats  yielded  a 
good  few  grilse  and  sea  trout  to  the  keepers  and  others. 

Dunheath  (Dunbeath).— There  is  abundance  of  fish 
at  the  river  mouth  waiting  for  the  rise  of  the  river.  So 
temptingly  have  they  been  displaying  themselves  that 
last  week  a few  bold  youths  stretched  a strong  herring 
net  across  the  river  mouth  when  the  tide  was  in,  and 
were  quietly  waiting  until  the  ebbing  tide  would  leave 
them  a decent  booty,  when  they  were  set  on  by  the  pro- 
prietor’s keeper,  with  what  results  for  all  concerned 
remains  to  be  seen.  Only  legitimate  anglers  are  to  have 
the  river  more  carefully  preserved  hereafter.  — A.  P. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).— There  is  now  a rise  in 
the  water  of  several  inches,  but  not  such  as  to  allow 
fish  to  run  up  freely.  Pishing  from  a boat  in  the  bay  in 
the  evening,  with  white  flies,  pollock  and  lythe  can  be 
got  in  great  numbers.  Sometimes  grilse  will  take 
herring  bait,  while  the  fresh  milt  of  the  heriing  is  a 
deadly  lure  for  sea  trout,  and  is  occasionally  taken  by 
salmon.  The  herring  fishing  is  pro.secuted  here  with 
fair  success.  During  the  week  one  tort  landei  a catch 
of  48,000  herrings,  all  fine  fish.— S.  C. 

Indmadamph.  Kotel  VTaters  (Inclmadaiiipli, 
Sutherland,  N.B.).— On  Tuesday,  fishing  Loch  Awe, 
Messrs.  Lockwoofi  and  Atkin  killed  forty  nine  trout: 
on  Mid  Assynt,  Mr.  Wotherspoon,  eighteen  trout ; and 
on  Loch  Assynt,  Mr.  Howard,  one  dozen  trout  and  one 
sea  trout.  On  Wednesday  Messrs.  Lockwood  and 
Anderson  were  out  on  Loch  Assynt,  and  landed  twenty- 
two  trout ; on  Mid  Assynt,  Rev.  Mr.  Atkins  killed  fifteen 
trout  - Mr  Wotherspoon,  on  Loch  Awe,  thirteen  trout. 
On  Friday,  Rev.  Mr.  Atkins,  fishing  Mid  Assynt,  killed 
twenty-two  trout ; Mr.  Wotherspoon,  on  Loch  Assynt, 
had  twenty-two  trout;  and  Messrs  Lockwood  and 
Anderson,  on  Loch  Awe,  two  dozen  trout.  ^ On  INIonday, 
Messrs.  Lockwood  and  Anderson  fished  Mid  Assynt,  and 
got  fifty-four  trout ; Rev.  Mr-  Atkins  tried  Loch  Awe, 
and  landed  twenty-one  trout ; on  Mid  Assynt,  ^Mr. 
Wotherspoon  caught  twenty-two  trout  weighing  db.  . 
and  Mr.  Macewen,  fishing  Loch  Assynt  for  an  hour, 
caught  three  trout  weighing  2Jlb.,  and  one  sea  trout 
weighing  31b. — J.  Y.  . , 

Inverness-shire  'Waters,  N.E.— Over  4(G  tput 
were  got  oil"  Loch  Ruthven  last  week,  the  gross  weight 
of  which  was  considerably  over  1601b.  On  Loch  Garry, 
Mr.  Clapperton.  School  House,  Invergarry,  is  enjoying 
fair  sport  considering  the  low  state  of  the  water.  This 
loch,  which  was  very  much  below  normal  level,  is  now 
rapidly  rising  owing  to  about  twenty-four  hours  constant 
rain,  and  will  be  in  good  fishing  trim  ere  this  appears  in 
print.  Anglers  on  Loch  NeSi'?  had  excellent  angling 
lately,  principally  by  trolling.  One  gentleman  had  a 
basket  of  2Slb.,  including  one  trout  of  71b.  and  another 
of  5Mb.  ; the  trout  averaged  fully  a pound.  Mr. 
Flasket  staying  at  the  Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  Fort 
Augustus,  is  having  good  sport  on  the  latter  water  ; he 
landed  a 161b.  salmon  on  Monday  ; Mr.  Mellor,  staying 
at  the  Post  Office  Buildings, ^ Fort  Augustus,  is  landing 
baskets  of  heavy  trout  and  pike  on  the  Kyltra  reach  of 
tbe  Caledonian  canal.  He  had  a good  day  s angling  on 
Loch  Tarff  on  Monday;  Mr.  Fraser  had  twelve  grilse 
with  the  net  on  the  Foyers  haul  of  Loch  Ness,  cons^ 
qiiently  anglers  at  the  head  of  the  loch  and  Ruer  Oich 
may  expect  to  land  a few  iu  the  passing.  Hison. 

Isla  (PerthsMre).— The  fishing  has  much  improved 
luring  the  week,  and  many  anglers  have  been  out  and 
’‘ot  good  sport.  The  lochs  have  also  done  well.  On 
luchenchapell  Loch  Mr.  McDonald,  of  Alloa,  killed  a 

oeautiful  trout  of  .5ilb.—lASGAlB.  . 

Kings  House  Hotel,  Glencoe,  by  Eallachulisli. 

—Mr.  Young,  from  Edinburgh,  on  Loohnastang,  on  the 
L5th  inst.,  caught  seven  aud  a half  dozen  trout.  D. 
Buchanan.  _ . „ „ „ . , 

Lairg  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  N.B.).— Anglers 
it  this  centre  had  fair  sport  during  the  past  week. 
A-inongst  the  most  successful  were  Mr.  Copeland, 
Metcalfe-Smith,  Mr.  C.  Cummings,  Capt.  Deans,  A.D.C., 
Mr.  J.  B.  Bussell,  Capt.  Drake,  Mr.  Haldridge,  Capt. 
Henderson. — J.  Y.  , , . 

Loclileven  (Kinross).— More  boats  have  been  out, 
and  anglers  have  met  with  fair  success.  The  Kinross- 
shire  Club  captured,  with  nineteen  rods,  seventy-two 
trout,  541b.  lOoz.  Six  competitors  engaged  in  the  Stir- 
ling Club  competition,  when  their  capture  was  forty- 
one  trout,  331b.  14oz.  The  prize  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr. 
B.T.  Annan,  first,  with  seven  trout,  101b.  lOioz.  (heaviest 
trcut  21b.  loz.).  Private  parties  had  sport  as  under 
Durward  Lely,  eighteen  trout,  131b.  8oz.  ; Provost 
Griffiths,  Falkirk,  thirteen  trout,  131b.  ; Mr.  Hawley, 
ten  trout,  131b.  : Mr.  Mather,  Kinross,  eleven  trout, 
111b.  ; Mrs.  Archibald,  Edinburgh,  seven,  of  101b.  ; Mr. 
Ogilvy,  Arndean,  seventeen,  151b. ; Mr.  Smeaton  and 
Mr.  Grant,  Dundee,  thirty  trout,  261b.  8oz. ; Mr.  Gordon, 
Glasgow,  out  a few  hours,  had  thirteen  trout,  101b.  ; Mr. 
Hwar,  Bonnybridge,  sixteen,  151b.  : Mr.  Fetter  and  Mr, 
'Weyr,  eighteen,  171b.  ; Mr.  Bussell,  Glasgow,  fifteen, 
121b.— Robt.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Rannoch.— The  following  sport  was  obtained 
by  anglers  from  Dbunalastair  Hotel : July  12,  Dr.  Kirk 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lindsay,  Bathgate,  on  loch,  twenty- 


six  trout;  Mr.  and  Mi---.  Earrie  Nash.  Liverpool,  five 
trout,  three  weighing  over  31b.  : Mr.  and  Mr.s.  Shields, 
Perth,  eleven  trout;  Mr.,  Mrs.,  and  .Miss  Blemowe, 
Lewes,  thirteen  trout : Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickinson,  nine 
trout ; Mr.  White,  Sussex,  on  river,  nineteen  trout  ; 
Mrs  Cross,  Graiige-over-Sands,  fifteen  trout ; Mr.  Stitt, 
Edinburgh’,  thirteen  trout.  July  13,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dickinson,  on  loch,  nineteen  trout ; Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kirk, 
thirteen  trout:  the  Rev.  A.  A.  Knollys  and  Major 
Knollys,  Dorking,  ten  trout ; Mr.  Wormald  and  Col. 
the  Hon.  G.  Napier,  seven  trout  ; Mr.  White,  an  river 
ten  trout;  Mr.  Stitt,  nine  trout.  July  14,  Mr  and 
Mrs  Dickinson,  on  loch,  sixteen  trout;  Mr.  Nasli, 
twenty  trout:  the  Rev.  A.  A.  Knollys  and  Major 
Knollys  five  trout;  Mr.  Wormald  and  Col.  the  Hon. 
G Napier  thirteen  trout ; Mr.  Pinkerton.  Totnes, 
nine  trout  ; Dr.  and  IMrs.  Kirk,  ten  trout.  July  I”.  «>•. 
Nash  and  Dr.  Kirk,  on  loch,  seventeen  trout;  Mrs. 
Kirk  and  Miss  Carrie  Nash,  thirteen  trout;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dickinson,  thirteen  trout;  Mr.  Pinkerton,  six 
trout-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lockwood,  twelve  trout;  Mr. 
Wormald  and  Col.  the  Hon.  G.  Napier,  eleven  trout : 
Mr  and  Mrs.  Herbert.  London,  eleven  trout.  J>i  Jl7, 
Mr  Herbert,  on locli,  eleven  trout;  Dr.  and  Mr.-;^  Kirlr, 
twenty-five  trout ; Mr.  Pinkerton,  fifteen  trout ; Messrs. 
Brice  and  Buchanan.  Glasgow,  eight  trout ; R-ev  A A. 

Knollys  and  Major  Knollys,  eleven  trout.  July  18,  Mr. 
and  Miss  Nash,  on  loch,  eleven  trout,  and  one  ferUmo 
ferox  weighing  4Ub.,  in  splendid  condition  ; Dr,  and 
Mrs. 'Kirk  thirteen  trout ; Mr.  Herbert,  sixteen  trout ; 
Mr.  ’ Piukei-ton,  six  trout;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickinson, 


lairteen  trout.  _ , , -r..  i i 

Naver  (Bettyliill,  Sutherland). -River  low  and 
iport  nil.  All  the  lodges  are  now  empty,  except  Da  vina, 
where  Major  Burnell,  lessee  of  the  shooting.s,  and  Mr. 
Oates  are  enjoying  trout  angling  on  the  lochs.-McB. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.E.).— 

A number  of  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  various  lochs, 
but  full  details  cannot  be  given.  The  weather  has  been 
very  unfavourable. — M>  B.  ^ j 

Bangag  and  Buard  (Caithness).— Tee  dry 
weather  has  driven  anglers  to  the  lochs,  and  in  the 

desperate  se  ivch  for  anything  like  a suitable  oast,  tfae 

above  two  lochs  have,  from  the  angler’s  point  of  view, 
been  discovered  only  this  year,  and  visitors  from  Latlier- 
onwheel  Hotel  are  having  splendid  sport  on  them. 
Baskets  of  from  o.j-lb.  to  1Mb.  are  got  in  the  early 
mornings  and  the  evenings.  The  trout  weigh  from  4oz. 
or  .5oz.  to  idb.  andeven  U'.b.  each,  are  of  good  quality, 
and  give  capital  sport.  A.  P.  , , . , , , , 

Melvich  Hotel  (SutheiTaiidshire).— -knglers  at 
this  hotel  have  been  having  good  sport,  and  there  is 
every  prospect  of  the  lochs  in  connection  with  it  beoony 
ing  some  of  the  most  famous  in  the  county.  The  experi- 
ments on  trout  breeding,  which  Mr.  Morrison  has 
devoted  so  much  attention  to  during  the  past  few  years 
are  now  beginning  to  show  that  the  time  spent,  ar.  well 
as  trouble  entailed,  vidll  recompense  him.  iill  tins 
year  these  experiments  could  not  be  properly  tested,  but 
the  result  of  stocking  new  lochs  show's  that  there  is 
abundance  of  feeding  for  trout.  Of  these  lochs  which 
have  for  the  first  time  been  stocked  with  trout  three 
years  ago,  the  following  two,  Loch  Na-ba-odhar  and 
Loch  Na-Eglais  may  be  given  as  samples.  Ifaese 
had  a small  supply  of  Licblevens  put  into  them 
in  the  Spring  of  1890,  and  they  are  grassed  this 
year  weighing  from  1Mb.  to  21b.  Still  larger  than 
these  have  been  seen,  but  anglers  not  beenlucXv  enough 
to  land  them.  The  quality  and  shape  of  Loch  Na-Eglais 
surpass  those  of  the  other.  There  is  an  almost  unlimited 
supply  of  feeding  in  the  loch,  principally  freshwater 
shrimp.  There  is  every  prospect  of  this  loch  becoming, 
with  a fuller  supply  of  trout,  a treat  to  anglers.  I'  rom 
Loch  Na-ba-odhar  two  trout  have  been  sent  you  as  a 
simple.  These  for  shape  and  quality  will  far  surpass 
Loch  Sletil.  which  was  considered  one  oi  the  best  ot 
Sutherland  lochs.  Among  some  of  the  baskets  lauded 
were  the  following;  On  Thursday,  on  Loch  Meall,  Mr. 
Evans,  thirty  trout,  l-olb.  On  Saturday,  on  Loch  Aeraii, 
Mr.  Evans,  twenty-one  trout,  101b.;  Mr.  Gurney  Loch 
Meall,  fifteen  trout,  71b.  ; Loch  Carrach,  Drs.  Ky del  and 
McKern,  twenty-five  trout,  18ilh.  ; Mr.  Viilliam^  I^ch 
Leye,  three  trout,  heaviest  2ilb.,  and  on  Loch  Na-Eglais, 
one  trout,  31b.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Williams,  on  Loch  Na- 
ba-odhar,  two  trout.  3Ub.  ; Mr.  Evans,  on  Loch  Meall, 
twenty-one  trout,  111b.:  Mr.  Garney,  on  Loch  Aeran, 
nineteen  trout.  91b.  ; Mr.  Morrison,  on  Loch  Na-Eglais, 
three  trout,  51b. — A.  M.  , ~ . ,v  -r,  .t 

B.annocli,N.S.  (Bitnrannocli  Kotel).-The  state- 
ment is  from  anglers  staying  at  Bunrannoch  Hotel,  on 
Loch  Raiinooh.  Thursday,  July  13  Mr.  Trollope^ 
London,  forty-three  trout,  weighing  141b.  ; Mr.  lyfcr, 
iun  London,  eighteen  trout,  one  weighing  ...lb,  ; Mr. 
Beaty  aid  sou,  Match is(er,  t velve  trout  four  weighiog 
i\h.  each.  Friday,  July  14th,  Mrs.  Wood  and  Miss 
Jervois,  Foss,  twentv-four  trout,  weighing  Mb.  to  lib 
each ; Mr.  Beaty  ami  Son,  Manchester,  eleven  trout, 
averaging  ilb.  to  jib.  each;  Mr.  Lmdo  Brighton.. 
"wenty-four  trout,  one  weighing  31b.;  Mr  Tyler,  jiin., 
oiidon,  twenty-eight  trout,  weighing  ,1b.  batimlay, 
ulv  18  Mr.  Tyser,  jun.,  London,  twelve  trout ; Mr. 
rollope,  London,  nine  trout ; Mrs.  Wood  and  Miss 
ervo  se,  Foss,  lourteen  tvoxxt : Mr.  Beaty  and  son, 
[anchester,  eight  troat ; tbe  day  unfavourable  tor 
nglers.  Monday,  July  17,  Messrs.  Bexty,  Manchester, 
ixteen  trout,  weighing  8lb.  Tuesday,  July  18,  Messrs, 
leaty,  Manchester,  thirteen  trout  ; Mr.  Tyser,  juii.', 
,oiidon,  twenty  trout : Mr.  Trollope,  London,  on  the 
iver,  twelve  trout,  one  weighing  31b. 

Rhiconich.  Hotel.— July  6,  Dr.  Webb,  Basingstoke, 
(o.  2 twenty-five  trout,  121b.  : Mr.  and  Mrs.  Digby,  Nor- 
olk  Miss  Hammond,  Norfolk  ; Rev.  Mr.  Hammond, 
[orfolk  • Mr.  Pears,  Norfolk,  No.  3,  thirty  trout,  12ib. 
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July  7,  sun  being  too  bright  for  hill  loch  fishing,  party 
went  sea  fishing  all  day,  and  got  some  cod,  Ijthe,  &o. 
July  8,  Mr.  Digby  and  party,  after  dinner,  sea  fishing, 
oaught  one  grilse,  weighing  Gib.,  and  one  sea  bream,  cod, 
lythe,  &c.  July  10  and  11,  party  sea  fishing.  July  11, 
H.  F.  Kerr,  Esq.,  London,  one  sea-trout,  21b.  July  1.5. 
H.  F.  Kerr,  Esq.,  London,  No.  3,  thirty-three  trout, 
141b.  July  17.  H.  F.  Kerr,  Esq.,  London,  No.  3,  twenty 
trout,  101b.  We  have  had  a few  showers  of  rain  Sunday 
and  Monday,  which  brought  loch  and  stream  to  its  usual 
height,  and  fair  sport  is  expected  during  the  week — J.  S. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (Scourie  by  Lairg, 
H.B.). — Fishing  hill  lochs  from  Scourie  Hotel  on 
Wednesday  last  week,  Messrs.  Simpson  and  Morrison, 
one  trout,  3|lb.  ; two  trout,  21b.  each  ; four,  IJlb.  each  ; 
six,  lib.  each;  and  one,  |lb.  On  Saturday,  Messrs. 
Grant  and  Hamm,  London,  in  a few  hours,  eight  trout, 
weighing  441b. — J.  Y. 

South  of  Scotland.  — The  angling  on  the  South 
of  Scotland  rivers  had  been  iof  a shifty  nature  since 
last  week’s  report.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday  some  fine 
sport  was  had  with  fly.  Some  of  the  rivers  are  now  in 
part  flood,  but  very  heavy  rainfall  is  needed  to  clean 
out  the  beds  of  the  streams. — The  Nith  — This  river 
has  given  improved  sport  this  week,  with  fly.  In  the 
lower  reaches  herling  have  been  pretty  numerous,  but 
a slight  flood  carried  off  the  greater  quantity  of  herling 
to  the  higher  waters.  The  Duke’s  water  at  Thornhill 
has  afforded  some  fair  fronting,  especially  when  fine 
tackle  and  small  flies  were  useJ — The  Esk.  — This 
week  sport  has  been  better.  In  the  lower  waters  a few 
good  baskets  of  herling  have  been  caught.  Monday 
was  a capital  day,  and  with  a south-west  breeze  several 
Carlisle  rods  had  fairly  nice  catches  of  herling  at  the 
Metal  Bridge.  Good  sport  also  fell  to  the  rods  in  the 
Longtown  portion,  and  a few  sea-trout  were  caught. — 
Annan. — Last  week  the  sport  in  this  river  among  herling 
was  ^very  poor.  The  only  chance  for  sport  was  by 
angling  after  dark  with  fly,  and  by  this  means  several 
good  baskets  were  m,ade  in  the  lower  reaches.  Mr. 
James  Dixon,  baker,  who  was  fishing  after  dark  for 
herling  in  Sir  Robert  Jardine’s  water,  landed  a fine 
new  run  salmon  of  151b. ; Mr.  Eedmayne,  Wigton,  killed 
six  herling  on  Saturday ; Mr.  John  Rae  also  caught 
fourteen  herling ; Mr.  David  Loudon  had  six  with 
worm  ; Mr.  John  Hamilton,  four,  with  fly  : Mr.  W.  A. 
Bell  caught  eight  herling  with  fly;  and  Mr.  Geo! 
Carruthers,  seven  ; Mr.  P.  Loudon  had  about  a dozen  • 
Mr.  Baxter,  Distillery  Farm,  a few ; Mr.  Hall  and 
others  had  from  four  to  six  each  ; Mr.  Wm.  WrigG, 
Ednam,  killed  during  the  forenoon  of  Monday  fifty- 
five  herling  and  two  sea  trout  with  Dun  fly ; Mr. 
Eedmayne  killed  twenty-three  with  fly  and  worm ; 
and  Mr.  Eedmayne,  twenty-nine  herling  weighing  about 
ffib.  ; Mr.  J.  Thomson  caught  two  sea  trout  and  a few 
herling  ; Mr.  Baxter  had  five  in  an  hour’s  fishing ; Mr. 
Pirie  killed  eight  on  Monday,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Neilson 
five  ; Mr.  David  Loudon,  six  herling  and  one  sea  trout ; 
Mr.  J.  Eae,  eight  herling;  Mr.  Robert  Graham, 
merchant,  caught  ten  with  fly ; Mr.  Wm.  Wallas, 
Wigton,  killed  a brace  of  sea  trout  and  a nice  basket  of 
eight  herling  in  the  water  above  bridge  ; Mr.  John 
Iveson  had  a few  with  worm  bait.— The  Kiekcud- 
BRIGHTSHIEE  Dee.  — The  Salmon  fishing  on  this 
river  has  been  a dead  failure  this  season.  The  spring 
fishing  opened  well,  but  since  then  nothing  has  been 
done.  The  herling  are  showing  fairly  well  in  the  lower 
and  middle  reaches.  The  lessees  of  the  net  fishings  in 
the  lower,  middle,  and  upper  reaches  are  complaining  of 
no  catches  in  their  nets. — Ayrshire  Lochs  and 
Streams.— These  lochs  in  Ayrshire,  the  Doon  and 
Finlas,have  given  fair  sport  among  yellow  trout.  Eain 
has  now^  fallen,  which  will  put  the  streams  in  better 
order.  Good  floods  are  much  needed  to  clean  out  the 
streams.  To-day  the  weather  seems  unsettled  for  the 
present,  with  a likelihood  of  more  rain. — Heatherbell. 


_ EoUoway's  Pills. — This  Medicine  ha.s  resisted  every  test  which 
lime,  prejudice,  and  vested  interest  could  impose  upon  it,  and  it  at 
length  stands  forth  triumphant  as  the  most  reliable  remedy  for 
those  derangements  of  the  system  so  common  at  the  change  of 
seasons.  When  the  air  grows  cooler,  and  the  functions  of  the  skin 
are  retarded,  an  occasional  dose  of  Holloway’s  Pills  will  call  on 
the  liver  and  kidneys  for  greater  activity,  and  compensate  the 
system  for  diminished  cutaneous  action.  As  alteratives, 
aperients,  and  tonics  these  Pills  have  no  equal.  To  every  aged 
and  delicate  persc>n  whose  appetite  is  defective,  dige.stiou  infirm, 
and  tone  of  healtli  low,  this  medicine  will  be  a precious  boon’ 
conferring  both  ease  and  strength. 


Spey  (Morayshire).- Ar-gting  has  slightly  im- 
proved during  the  past  ten  days.  The  grilse  season  at 
the  Duke  of  Eichmond's  river  netting  fishings  has 
proved,  as  yet,  a failure.  The  best  week’s  fishing  was 
got  on  the  Ballindalloch  section  hy  James  Watt,  fisher- 
man to  Sir  George  Macpherson  Grant.  On  Tuesday  he 
had  two  grilse  of  2jlb.  each ; on  Wednesday,  three 
salmon,  of  161b.,  81b.,  and  61b. ; on  Thursday,  a salmon 
of  lOjlb.,  and  a grilse  of  5jlb.  ; on  Friday,  two  grilse, 
of  41b.  and  S^lb.  ; and  on  this  day  week  a salmon  of  -51b. 
On  the  Pitcroy  water  Lord  Westmoreland  killed  four 
fish,  weighing  from  4^1b.  to  8Ib.  ; and  on  Monday  night, 
Mr.  Dann,  gamekeeper,  killed  two  salmon  of  141b.  and  7Jlb, 
The  salmon  fishing  on  the  coast  keeps  up  remarkably 
well.^  Owing  to  rough  weather  the  boats  were  at  sea  on 
the  first  three  days  of  the  week  only,  but  were  success- 
ful in  landing  5 tons  2 cvt.,  compared  with  .8  tons 
14  cwt.  for  sf-x  <liV3  of  the  previous  week.  Several 
weighed^  from  401b.  to  44'b,  while  a number  weighed 
from  IGIb.  to  201b.  each. — J.  M. 

Tongue  Hotel  Waters  (Tongue,  Sutherland, 
N.B). — Sport  was  much  better  last  week,  the  rain 
storms  putting  the  lochs  into  good  ply.  The  following 
gentlemen  were  amongst  the  most  successful : — Mr. 
Eoss,  Mr.  Finlayson,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Bourne,  Mr. 
Weldon,  Rev.  Mr.  Anderson,  Mr.  Hardv,  Miss  Lindley. 
— J.  Y. 

Tweed,  &c. — The  smaller  burns  and  feeders  have 
profitted  more  by  the  recent  rains  than  the  main  streams, 
and  capita!  sport  has  been  got  on  some  of  them  hy  the 
local  anglers.  On  the  Kale  an  angler  had  101b.  of 
nice  trout,  while  on  the  Bowmont  baskets  of  from  8lb. 
to  101b.  have  also  been  killed.  Eain  fell  very  heavily 
at  Kelso  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  morning.  Lord 
Dunglass  had  excellent  luck  the  other  day,  as  he  man- 
aged to  secure  both  a salmon  and  a grilse  in  one  day’s 
fishing  on  the  Birgham  water.  On  the  Leader  takes  of 
trout  from  6Jlb.  up  to  101b.  and  121b.  have  been  got. — 
Maxwheel.  ' 

Ythan  (Aherdeensliire).  — A fine  run  of  finnock 
and  sea  trout  is  being  met  with  in  this  celebrated  tidal 
reach. — G.  M. 

Irish  Reports. 

Ballinderry  (Coagii) . — On  Sunday  a heavy  thunder- 
storm brought  the  ram  in  torrents  ; but,  as  the  river 
was  low.  it  did  not  raise  it  very  much.  Monday  was 
bright,  with  occasional  showers  and  a gusty  west  wind, 
very  little  being  done,  and  that  little  on  the  worm. 
Since  then  the  weather  has  been  very  unfav’ourable. 
One  or  two  salmon  have  been  seen  in  the  lower  reaches, 
three  miles  down  from  here.  Another  flood  would  bring 
plenty  of  salmon  up. 

Ballynalimcli. — Splendid  spate  on  these  waters. 
Salmon  and  white  trout  passing  up  in  large  numbers. 
Mr.  Broadhurst,  staying  at  Recess,  canght  on  Wednes- 
day thirteen  salmon,  weighing  1231b.  (largest  ISilb.). 
Messrs.  Houlg:rave,  Moore,  and  Jackson  had  also  good 
baskets  of  white  trout. — J.  F. 

BaliynaMncii  Piskery  ( co.  Galway.).— The  long- 
looked-for  heavy  rain  has  come  at  last,  causing  a good 
flood.  Salmon  and  white  trout  passing  up  in  very  great 
numbers;  sport  very  good. — Redman. 

Bann  iToomei. — Trout  are  not  taking  so  well  this 
week,  and  the  only  sport  are  perch  and  pike,  which  are 
very  plentiful  this  year.  The  only  consolation  fisher- 
men had  was  that  there  are  plenty  of  fish  rising,  but 
won’t  take  the  tty. — Z.  G. 

Brne. — Sport  during  the  past  week  was  rather  poor. 
The  rain  of  the  last  two  days  has  improved  matters,  and 
better  sport  may  be  expected. — M.  Eouan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Neagh  ^ Stewarts  town). — Since  my  last 
report  there  has  been  no  improvement  on  the  pollen, 
trout,  and  eel  fisheries,  and  the  fishers  are  unanimous  in 
saying  that  this  has  been  an  unusually  bad  year.  Mean- 
while. almost  every  day  the  fishers  are  being  fined  in 
sums  from  i;5  to  Jil65,  in  one  case  for  taking  pollen 
under  Sin.,  contrary  to  the  Pollen  Fisheries  (Ireland)  Act 
of  last  year.  A movement  has  been  set  on  foot  to  have 
this  Act  amended  by  a clause  reducing  the  limit  to  6in. 
The  nets  have  taken  no  salmon  yet,  at  least  on  the 
Tyrone  shores. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  and  Lakes  JBalliual. — Not  since  last  March 
have  we  had  so  much  water  in  the  river  as  we  have 
to-day,  a fine  flood  came  down  last  night  and  every  signs 
of  more  rain.  Fish,  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout  are 
coming  up  the  river  in  large  quantities  tempted  by  the 


fresh  push  of  water  in  the  river,  the  only  good  flood  we 
had  this  season.  The  weather  is  broken,  and  as  I write 
rain  is  falling.— Frank  Hearns.  Ballina,  co.  Mayo. 

Newtonstewart  (Abercorn  ArmsHotel). — I have 
to  report  that  the  rivers  Mourne,  Strnle,  Montylony  or 
Glenelly.,  and  Derg  are  now  in  high  flood,  and  will  fish 
in  a day  or  two  provided  no  more  rain  falls.  Salmon 
.and  sea-trout  are  running  up  in  considerable  numbers. 

I write  to  warn  your  readers  who  may  not  have  fished 
these  rivers  before  that  they  would  do  well  to  provide 
themselves  with  a .£1  salmon  licence,  which  may  be  ob- 
tained from.  Martin  Kelly  and  Son,  fishing  tacLe 
manufacturers,  Sackville-street,  Dublin,  before  they 
attempt  to  wet  a line  on  these  rivers,  as  the 
bailiff,  Armstrong,  informed  me  that  he  no  longer 
would  facilitate  gentlemen  by  taking  a sovereign 
from  them  and  procuring  a licence.  Under  any  circum- 
stances thi.s  is  a bad  district  to  take  out  a licence  in,  as 
the  season  cLose.s  on  the  10th  Oct.  and  licences  in  other 
districts  are  granted  to  the  1st  Nov.,  andforthe  same 
amount  of  money — £1. — Innis-Owen. 

Bosses  (Dnngloe,  Bouegal). — The  prospects  of 
good  angling  in  the  Rosses  in  August  and  September 
are  excellent.  Rain  has  put  the  rivers  and  lakes  in 
good  form.  Sea  trout  are  running  up  fast.  Major 
Gosselin,  on  the  Derrynane  river,  killed  seventeen  sea 
trout  last  Tuesday.  A large  party  of  anglers  is  expected 
the  1st  August,  at  Hanlon's  Hotel  here. — J.  A.  Bap.- 

LO  WE. 

Shaaaoa  and  Lough  Berg  (Killaloe).  — A 

splendid  record  this  week  again.  July  8,  Mr.  H.  B. 
Samuelson,  on  Mr.  W.  Young’s  preserves,  three  grilse, 
81b.,  641b.,  and  61b.  ; J.  Johnson  and  W.  Ives,  on  the 
free  water,  three,  61h.  each.  9th,  three,  81h.,  .51b.,  51b. 
11th,  five,  81b.,  71b.,  71b.,  51b.,  41b.  12th,  Col.  Willans, 
on  the  pre.serves,  one  grilse,  61b.;  W.  Malone  and  T. 
Grimes,  on  the  free  water,  five,  9.|lb.,  81b.,  81b.,  61b., 
51b.,  4Ib.  13th,  W.  Malone  and  T.  Grimes,  six  grilse, 
GJlb.,  61b.,  5Jlb.,  51b.,  5ib.,  and  31b.  ; J.  Johnson  and  W. 
Ives,  on  free  water,  three  grilse,  101b.,  91b.,  61b. 
14th,  four,  71b.,  71b.,  Gib.,  51b.  ; W.  Malone  and 
W.  Ives,  ten  grilse.  15th,  same  rods,  six  grilse. 
16th,  four  grilse,  71b.,  71b.,  61b.,  51b.  ; J.  Johnson, 
and  W.  Ives,  six,  two  61b.  each,  three  51b.  each,  and 
one  41b.  17th.  W.  Malone  and  W.  Ives,  seven  grilse. 
18th,  Col,  Willans,  three  grilse,  101b.,  71b.,  5lb.,  and  one 
trout  3.jlb. ; W.  Malone  and  W.  Ives,  nine  large  grilse ; 
same  rods,  on  the  free  water,  seven  grilse.  Both  Col. 
Willans  and  Mr.  H.  B.  Samuelson  have  ta'Ken  several 
other  grilse  during  the  week.  Heavy  rain  has  been 
falling  since  Saturday,  St.  Swithin’s  Day.  The  river  is 
bound  to  get  a good  rise  which  will  serve  the  autumn 
fishing. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Westmeath  Lake.s,  Mullingar. — There  is  a good 
second  rise  of  green  drake  on  the  Westmeath  lakes,  and 
especially  Lough  Ennell  or  Belvedere,  and  trout  are- 
rising  freely,  but  not  surely.  The  head  water  bailiff  on 
Lough  Derravaragh  hooked  a large  pike,  and  played  it 
for  an  hour,  but  the  gut  trace  broke,  aud  the  fish  was 
lost- T.  J.  W. 


Illegal  Fishing  at  Sudbury.- At  the  Sudbury 
Petty  Sessions  on  Thursday,  before  the  Mayor  (Mr. 
C.  E.  Mauldon),  Mr.  R.  Mattingly,  Mr.  E.  Mann,  Mr. 
E.  S.  Joy,  and  Mr.  Elliston  Allen,  Joseph  Dalton,  a 
pensioner,  of  Sudbury,  was  charged  with  using  a flue 
net,  contrary  to  the  Freshwater  Fisheries  Act.  at  Sud- 
bury,  on  June  17. — Mr.  A.  T.  Cobbold,  of  Ipswich, 
solicitor  to  the  Stour  Board  of  Conservators,  prosecuted. 

He  called  Arthur  George  Golding,  an  engine  driver, 
v.rho  said  he  saw  defendant  at  the  bottom  of  his 
garden  with  a pole  and  net,  which  he  shoved  across  the 
ditch.  Charles  Game  gave  corroborative  evidence. — 
The  defendant  called  Thomas  Ager  to  prove  that  he  was 
not  at  the  riverside  at  the  time  : but  the  bench  decided 
to  convict,  and  ordered  defendant  to  pay  10s.  and  costs 
143. — Defendant  said  he  would  not  pay,  and  if  the  two 
men  to  whom  the  net  belonged  could  see  him  suffer — 
and  one  was,  he  said,  in  court — they  ought  to  be 
“ burnt.” 


Mr.  Alexander  Wrisht,  Accountant,  of  10,  Everelda-street, 
Barnsbury,  N.  (member  of  the  Junior  Fly-Fisher.s,  &c.),  under- 
takes the  auditing  and  balancing  of  every  description  of  accounts 
at  moderate  rates. 


Now  Ready,  sent  carriage  ^aid  to  any  address  in  the  United  Kingdom,  for  Fifteen  ShilUngs 

A POBTFOLIO  Of  PEBIANEIIT  OEPROOUCTIONS  OTW  FISH  PICTOIIES, 

From  Painting.3  by  the  late  celebrated  Fish  Paiater, 

Xji.  jf'iEl. 


Plate  I.-THE  GAME  FISH  OF  GREAT 
BRITAIN. 

„ II.-KEY  TO  DITTO. 

III.-IN  A FIX. 
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Plata  VIH.-THE  ANGLER’S  REST. 
IX.-THE  FIRST  LESSON, 

„ X.-A  LEAP  FOR  LIBERTY. 
„ XI, -THE  POACHER. 


“ A charming  addition  to  the  Angler’s  Library  and  the  Club  Room.”— Fishing  Gazette. 

“ The  reproductions,  simply  framed,  make  an  excellent  set  of  wall  fruit  for  a country  house,  smoking-room,  or  angler’s  private  den.” -The  Field 
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NOTICE. 


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday, 
and  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and 
Son’s  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News- 
agents and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department, 
Fishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c.. 
should  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses, 
not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
a guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com- 
munications.   


of  Sutoscriptioo. 

The  Gazette  can  be  bad  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dunstan’s  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland  ...  ...  ...  10s.  6d. 

,,  Six  Months  ditto  ditto  6s.  4d. 

,,  Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  sub- 
scription, including  postage...  ...  ...  12s.  Gd. 


Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address.— “BIVS AM,  London.” 
TELEPHONE  No.  2679. 


— m — 

with  which  is  incorporated 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  JULY  29th,  1893. 


THE 

IZAAK  WALTOM  TERCENTENARY 

(WEDNESDAY,  AUGUST  9,  1893) 

AT  BROXBOURNE. 


We  have  heard  from  the  Mayor  of  Stafford 
that  that  town,  the  birthplace  of  Walton,  will  not 
be  able  to  take  part  in  any  celebration  of  the 
event. 

After  considering  the  matter,  we  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  an  appropriate  way  of  marking 
the  occasion  would  be  to  have  a sort  of  informal 
meeting  of  anglers  at  some  pleasant  spot  on  the 
banks  of  Walton’s  favourite  river,  the  Lea,  and 
have  an 

ANGLERS’  LUNCHEON 

in  the  middle  of  the  day — with  a few  songs  and 
short  speeches — and,  if  possible,  get  one  or  two 
experts  at  casting  the  salmon  fly,  trout  fly,  and 
spinning  bait,  to  give  a little  exhibition  of  their 
skill ; no  competition.  But  we  fear  it  will  not  be 
possible  to  carry  out  this  casting  exhibition,  as 
no  prizes  will  be  offered,  and  there  is  no  fund  to 


pay  exj)enses.  Amateurs  or  professionals  who 
would  care  to  volunteer  their  services  are  invited 
to  do  so. 

We  have  selected  Mrs.  Beningfield,  of  the 
Crown  Hotel,  Broxbourne,  to  be  our  hostess  for 
the  occasion — Wednesday,  August  9 next — and, 
in  order  that  expense  may  not  deter  anglers,  the 
price  of  the  luncheon  tickets  has  been  fixed  at  3s. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  receive  applications  for 
tickets  from  anglers  who  would  like  to  be  present ; 
they  must  be  accompanied  by  postal  orders  for 
3.S.,  and  should  be  addressed,  not  later  than 
Monday,  August  7,  to 

R.  B.  MARSTON, 

Editor  Fishing  Gazette, 

St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane, 
London. 

Some  account  of  the  celebration  will  appear 
in  our  Izaak  Walton  Tercentenary  Number, 
August  12,  which  will  be  our  Double  Summer 
Number  this  year,  and  contain  Illustrations  and 
Articles  of  a Waltonian  character. 


BAD  TIMES  ON  THE  TEST. 


By  Major  W.  G.  Turle. 


When  it  was  fine  it  was  very,  very  fine,  and 
when  it  rained  it  poured.  That  I think  correctly 
describes  the  state  of  the  weather  for  the  last 
four  months,  in  Hampshire  at  least.  The  general 
effect  no  doubt  would  have  been  better  if  all  the 
fine  weather  had  not  come  together,  followed  by 
deluges  of  rain.  But  so  it  was  ; scorching  sun 
and  sharp  east  winds  all  through  the  May-fly 
season ; little  fly  and  any  quantity  of  weed. 
Indeed,  the  way  the  weeds  have  grown  up  in  the 
river  is  positively  alarming.  They  have  been  cut 
twice  already  this  season — a most  unusual  occur- 
rence so  early — and  they  will  soon  want  it  again. 
If  the  grass  had  only  grown  at  the  same  rate, 
what  a hay  harvest  we  should  have  had,  instead 
of  the  poor  half-grown,  over-ripe  stuff,  quarter 
of  a ton  to  the  acre.  A decent  hay  rick  will  be 
quite  a curiosity  in  these  parts  this  winter. 

When  the  drought  broke  up,  and  the  river  was 
well  refreshed,  we  fishermen  naturally  hoped  that 
things  were  going  to  look  up  a bit.  But  our 
expectations  were  sadly  disappointed,  for,  wet  or 
dry,  fair  wind  or  foul,  there  was  scarcely  any  fly 
on  the  water.  Now  and  then  an  angler  would 
get  a decent  day,  as,  for  instance,  on  .luly  6,  when 
a near  neighbour  made  a really  royal  bag  with  a 
fly  called  the  Governor,  though  there  was  no  fly 
on,  and  not  a fish  rising.  If  he  said  he  had 
excellent  sport,  it  must  have  been  so  indeed,  for 
to  catch  five  brace  on  that  water  is  a very 
ordinary  take. 

I don’t  know  what  to  make  of  the  fishing  this 
year,  it  is  as  changeable  and  unaccountable  as  the 
fashions  in  women’s  dress.  Some  mornings  the 
fish  will  rise  well  at  one  particular  spot,  and  a 
short  distance  off  they  will  refuse  to  stir.  They 
came  up  finely  in  the  morning  of  June  26  .about 
eleven  o’clock.  On  Wednesday,  27tb,  whilst  I 
was  walking  over  the  new  bridge  at  Wherwell 
with  my  friend  G.,  our  attention  was  attracted  by 
the  weeds  which  were  coming  down,  but  not  over 
thickly,  and  then  we  saw  the  fish  rising  so  freely 
that  my  friend  immediately  rushed  home  to  fetch 
his  rod ; the  weeds,  by-the-bye,  were  coming 
down  from  my  own  water  higher  up.  Later  in 
the  day  I inquired  of  the  keeper  about  the  rise  of 
the  fi.y,  and  he  replied,  “ What  rise  of  fly  P ” as 
he  had  hardly  seen  one  either  in  the  morning  or 
afternoon. 

Now  the  conclusion  I draw  from  this  is,  that 
the  fish  by  the  new  bridge  and  thereabouts  were 
rising  at  the  insects  on  the  cut  weeds.  Moral, 
therefore,  if  fish  won’t  rise  where  you  are,  send  a 
man  half  a mile  further  up  the  river  to  cut  weeds. 
The  idea  is  not  altogether  new,  for  I have  many  a 
time  had  gcod  results  from  having  the  mud 
trampled  up  a bit  some  little  distance  above 
w here  I was  fishing.  In  all  my  five  and  twenty 
years’  experience  i have  never  known  a year  so 
bad  for  rise  of  fly  as  this  one,  and  I am  not  quite 
sure  whether  the  incessant  weed  cutting  has  not 
something  to  answer  for  in  the  matter.  It  had  to 
be  done  though  or  else  there  would  not  have 
been  room  to  throw  a fly,  for  the  weeds  grow  like 
magic.  I forgot  to  mention  that  G.  only  caught 


one  fish;  but  he  frankly  owns  it  was  his  own 
fault,  as,  under  the  circumstances,  he  ought  to 
have  done  much  better. 

On  Saturday  an  A1  angler,  who,  I venture  to 
assert,  has  killed  more  fish  this  season  on  the 
Test  than  any  four  fishermen  put  together,  dropped 
in  to  lunch  and  told  me  that  he  and  a pal  had 
been  fishing  all  morning  and  had  only  caught  one 
fish  between  them.  It  must  have  been  rather 
vexing,  as  it  was  his  last  day,  and,  of  course,  he 
wished  to  finish  up  his  brilliant  season  with  eclat. 
He  has  promised  to  send  me  a full  account  of  his 
doings,  which  I hope  to  give  in  a future  article, 
as  I know  the  list  of  killed  will  make  some  of 
my  readers  stare. 

Having  been  out  three  times  in  the  evening 
lately  and  caught  one  fish,  I am  thoroughly 
disgusted  with  the  whole  state  of  things.  It  is 
I know  entirely  owing  to  the  lack  of  fly,  and  the 
fish  are  beginning  to  get  rather  thin.  Hearing 
on  Saturday  that  there  had  been  no  rise  all  day, 

1 made  sure  that  if  I went  out  about  eight 
o’clock  I should  get  some  sport.  So  after  a 
hurried  dinner  I started  off  with  my  rod  to  the 
meadows  and  waited  patiently  till  after  nine,  but 
never  saw  a single  fish  put  up.  Now,  if  that  is 
not  enough  to  choke  a man  off,  I don’t  know  what 
is.  No  more  such  fishing  as  this,  I said  to  my- 
self. Give  me  a comfortable  armchair  and  the 
magazines  at  home,  and  let  who  will  go  fishing 
for  these  sort  of  returns. 

Yet  the  evening  was  everything  that  could  be 
desired,  though  perhaps  not  quite  so  warm  as  it 
might  be  at  this  time  of  the  year.  I saw  plenty 
of  white  moths  and  sedges  flitting  about  in  the 
dusk,  but  no  small  fly.  I even  rigged  up  a 
medium-sized  Sedge  and  Coachman,  and  tried 
fishing  a good  half  mile  of  water  down  stream, 
but,  as  I said  before,  utterly  without  success,  for 
not  a sii'gle  fish  moved.  A few  fish  have  been 
taken  on  the  Longparish  water,  not  of  much  size, 

I fancy,  for  a friend  tells  me  that  of  eight  fish  he 
caught  there,  one  day  last  week,  he  had  to  return 
seven  as  under  weight.  The  cattle  on  the  Long- 
parish  Common,  in  consequence  of  the  shortness 
of  pasture,  have  been  a more  than  usual  source 
of  annoyance  to  the  angler,  for  nothing  but  an 
appeal  to  their  physical  feelings  will  make  them 
leave  the  weeds  alone ; moral  persuasion  is  no 
good  whatever. 

One  fisherman  has  been  so  bothered  with  them 
that,  not  being  able  to  stand  the  nuisance  any 
longer,  he  devised  a very  simple  and  ingenious 
expedient  for  ridding  himself  of  their  company. 
He  asks  them  once,  twice,  firmly  but  politely,  to 
depart,  but  if  they  still  refuse,  he  tucks  his  rod 
under  his  arm  and  draws  out  of  his  pocket  a 
catapult,  and  lets  drive  into  their  flanks  a swan- 
shot.  The  animals  never  need  another  bidding, 
but  start  off  at  express  speed  for  the  nearest  shade, 
evidently  under  the  impression  that  there  is  a 
host  of  gad-flies  at  their  heels,  leaving  him  at 
peace  for  the  time  being. 

I saw  a nice  trout  that  was  caught  in  the 
Worthy  water  (Itchen)  some  little  time  ago ; 
it  weighed  about  31b.,  and  the  captor,  a brother 
officer,  prided  himself  on  its  shape.  I could  not 
entirely  aj^ree  with  him,  as,  in  order  to  keep  the 
fish  he  had  taken  out  its  inside  and  stuffed  it 
with  nettles,  which  did  not  add  to  its  general 
symmetrical  appearance.  I may  be  prejudiced, 
but  I am  convinced  that  for  shape  and  beauty  an 
Itchen  trout  cannot  compare  with  one  of  our 
Test  ones.  This  particular  fish  of  which  I am 
speaking  was  caught  about  9 p.m.,  in  rather  a 
peculiar  manner,  being  hooked  in  the  mouth  with 
a small  sedge,  and,  in  its  struggles  to  free  itself, 
got  the  collar  absolutely  tied  in  a knot  round  the 
adipose  fin,  which  was  nearly  cut  in  two.  Conse- 
quently it  pulled  so  tremendously  that  my  friend 
was  rather  astonished  at  not  finding  it  still  larger, 
as,  after  so  much  play,  he  had  been  prepared  to 
land  a real  monster.  Catching  a fish  by  hitching 
the  gut  round  the  adipose  fin  sounds,  I know, 
extremely  like  an  angler’s  tale,  but  I saw  myself 
the  place  where  it  had  cut  close  into  the  body. 

I have  always  maintained  that  August  and 
September  are  the  best  two  months  for  fishing, 
and  I sincerely  hope  my  judgment  will  prove 
correct  this  year,  for  I may  say  we  have  hardly 
had  any  fishing  at  all  as  yet.  “ Inquirer,”  who 
asked  in  the  Field  a few  weeks  ago  whether 
fishing  in  the  chalk  streams  was  really  worth 
all  the  fuss  made  about  it,  might  have  had  some 
reason  for  his  doubts  if  he  had  been  residing  in 
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these  parts  for  the  last  four  months.  Not  that  I 
should  agree  in  a general  way  with  the  conclu- 
sions he  draws,  for  in  an  ordinary  season  we  have 
had  excellent  sport  with  the  small  fly  almost 
immediately  after  the  May-fly  was  over,  indeed 
some  of  our  best  bags  last  year  were  made  then. 

I am  sorry  to  hear  that  the  poachers  have  been 
busy  on  the  Anton,  and  in  one  night  took  some 
hundreds  of  fish  from  the  Clatford  water.  The 
scene  of  the  disaster,  right  in  front  of  the 
owner’s  house,  was  a wide  gravelly  shallow,  con- 
taining a pretty  show  of  fish,  which  Mr.  F.  only 
fished  moderately,  as  he  liked  to  watch  the  trout 
basking  in  the  sun.  Unfortunately  he  had  not 
staked  this  part  of  the  river,  being  under  the 
impression  that  stakes,  to  be  of  any  use,  must  be 
level  with  the  water,  in  which  case  they  would  be 
apt  to  collect  too  many  floating  weeds.  This,  as 
I have  since  told  him,  is  not  necessary,  as  stakes 
are  quite  as,  and  perhaps  more,  efficacious  if 
placed  only  three  inches  above  the  river  bed, 
provided  they  are  well  tenter  hooked.  I know 
that  there  is  an  objection  to  tenter  hooks  on  the 
plea  that  they  are  liable  to  tear  wading  stockings, 
but  that  can  be  avoided  by  doubling  up  the 
points  of  the  hooks  a little,  in  which  condition 
they  are  all  the  more  useful  for  entangling  the 
nets. 

But  to  return  to  my  story.  It  was  a lovely 
night,  in  fact  the  ever  memorable  6th  of  July,  and 
as  the  owner  strolled  down  the  lawn,  about  11  p.m., 
he  could  not  help  thinking  what  an  opportunity 
it  would  be  for  the  poachers,  and  he  considered 
seriously  whether  it  would  not  be  a good  idea  to 
sit  up  and  watch,  though  he  ended  by  going 
to  bed  as  usual.  Andover  was  holding  high 
festival  that  evening,  free  teas,  processions,  and 
fireworks,  and  all  the  village  folks  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood were  gathered  together  in  the  town, 
sightseeing.  Not  so  the  poachers,  however,  who 
evidently  practised  the  proverb  of  business  before 
pleasure,  for  the  next  morning,  when  Mr.  F.  went 
down  to  see  his  favourite  water,  he  found  every 
fish  had  been  clean  swept  out  of  it.  There  was 
no  doubt  as  to  how  they  had  gone,  for  the  tracks 
in  the  mud  and  on  the  banks  clearly  showed 
where  the  nets  had  been  shaken  out. 

The  fly  that  is  usually  on  the  water  in  the 
evenings  at  this  time  of  the  year — a most  killing 
one  let  me  say — is  the  Sherry  Spinner,  which  has 
a little  bunch  of  green  eggs  curled  up  under  the 
tail,  like  the  Grannom,  and,  I should  imagine,  a 
well-tied  fly  of  the  latter  species  could  also  be 
used  with  effect.  As  the  dusk  increases,  I 
recommend  a Silver  Sedge  tied  on  0 0 hook. 
But,  alas ! no  fly  has  been  of  much  service  so  far 
this  out-and-out  depressing  year,  and  fishermen, 
like  the  rest  of  the  world,  have  been  passing 
through  real  bad  times. 


THE  FEEE  TROUT  LOCHS 

AND 

HOLIDAY  ATTRACTIONS  OF  THE 
DURNESS  DISTRICT. 

By  Donald  Mackay. 


A geeaT  if  not  the  greater  part  of  the  High- 
lands is  mapped  out  as  deer  forests,  with,  of 
course,  the  salmon  and  trout  fishings  of  the 
afforested  areas  included — all  sacred  to  the  Clan 
of  Croesus ; while  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
remainder  (that  is  of  any  account  for  yielding 
sport  with  gun  or  rod)  is  leased  or  rented  as 
grouse  shootings  and  rod  fishings  to  the  highest 
bidders.  Some  of  such  bidders  are  the  landlords 
of  hotels,  who,  with  an  eye  to  business  and  an 
indefinite  capacity  for  booty,  retail  the  rod  fish- 
ings at  so  much  a day  per  rod,  and  additionally 
per  boat,  where  a boat  is  needed.  The  “ land  of 
the  mountain  and  the  flood  ” is  thus  so  much 
taken  up  in  its  choice  regions  to  constitute  private 
paradises  for  the  “ favoured  few,”  and  in  its  sub- 
ordinate regions  by  the  other  parties  just 
indicated,  that  lovers  of  the  “ gentle  art,”  whose 
annual  summer  holiday  is  restricted  to  from  one 
to  three  or  four  weeks,  are  frequently  at  a loss 
where  to  go  for  invigorating  recreation  at  their 
favourite  sport,  with  any  reasonable  assurance 
of  avoiding  disappointment. 

The  probability  of  depletive  charges  and  the 
improbability  of  repletive  enjoyment  to  com- 
pensate for  them,  constitute  the  densest  and 
most  chilling  “ Scotch  mist  ” of  the  holiday 


season  in  the  forecast  of  expeditionary  anglers. 
There  is,  however,  at  least  one  district  in  the  “ far 
north,”  which  this  most  modern  but  nearly 
ubiquitous  Scotch  mist  has  not  yet  enveloped, 
and  in  which  halcyon  days  are  still  in  store  for 
such  lovers  of  the  “ gentle  art  ” as  fall  within  the 
category  above  alluded  to.  The  district  under 
notice  is  that  of  Durness,  in  the  north-west  of 
Sutherland.  Besides  marvellously  diversified 
Highland  scenery,  it  includes  within  its  bounds 
thFredoubtable  promontory  of  Cape  Wrath,  the 
nearest  trout  loch  to  which  (about  two  and  a half 
miles  from  the  Cape  Lighthouse)  is  the  most 
northerly  situated  trout  loch  on  the  British  main- 
land, inhabited  by  a form  of  non-migratory  trout 
of  goodly  size,  and  for  delicious  flavour  second  to 
none  known  to  the  veteran  angler  who  now 
refers  to  it.  The  distinctive  characteristics  of 
this  very  noteworthy  trout,  which  are  peculiar, 
and  a cursory  description  of  Loch  Keisgag,  its 
appropriate  habitat,  will  be  given  farther  on. 
The  superior  excellence  of  its  flavour,  however, 
and  the  circumstance  of  its  occurring  in  the  most 
northerly  situated  trout  loch  on  the  mainland  of 
Britain,  are  facts  which — it  may  be  observed  in 
passing — invest  it  with  special  interest  to  the 
curious  in  trout  lore. 

To  the  summer  holiday  angler  the  leading 
attractions  of  the  Durness  district  include  the 
following : It  is  studded  with  a constellation  of 
free  trout  lochs.  One  of  these  lochs,  having 
brackish  water,  is  frequented  by  sea-trout  of 
unusually  large  size  on  the  average.  It  is 
inhabited  by  other  two  distinct  forms  of  trout, 
one  of  which,  Salnio  estuarius,  attains  to  a great 
weight — 71b.  There  are  four  more  trout  lochs 
of  first-class  note,  either  on  account  of  the  amount 
of  animating  sport  yielded  or  the  exceptional 
superiority  of  the  trout  for  gameness  and  rich- 
ness of  flavour  combined.  Besides  the  above 
there  are  some  seven  trout  lochs  of  secondary  or 
ordinary  note,  but  everyone  of  them  of  attractive 
interest  to  the  angler  with  an  original  dash  of  the 
naturalist  in  him,  which  no  angler  of  the  genuine 
Waltonian  type  is  without.  In  two  of  those 
secondary  lochs  the  trout  are  numerous,  but  not 
growing  to  a large  size,  while  the  variety  inhabit- 
ing each  loch  presents  some  peculiarities  of 
coloration,  markings,  and  shape  which,  to  the 
generally  intelligent  observer,  are  novelties  of 
never  failing,  fresh,  and  refreshing  curiosity. 
All  the  lochs  referred  to  are  accessible,  the  most 
of  them  easily  accessible,  from  the  Durness  Ho'el, 
and  are  free  trout  lochs — that  is  to  say,  every 
angler  putting  up  at  the  hotel  has  the  privilege 
of  fishing  on  them  free  of  charge. 

Apart  from  auxiliaries,  which  season  the  sport 
without  making  it  too  salt,  the  greatest  attraction 
of  the  Durness  district  in  this  connection  is  the 
sea-trout  rod  fishing  on  the  tidal  pools  of  the 
Durness  Kyle.  A stretch  several  miles  long  of 
the  inner  part  of  this  Kyle  is  shallow  when  the  tide 
is  in,  and  has  a bottom  of  sand-flats  so  nearly  level 
that,  with  the  ebb  tide,  the  sea  recedes  a distance 
of  some  five  miles  or  thereby.  The  Grudie,  a 
salmon  and  sea-trout  river,  enters  the  head  of  the 
Kyle,  and,  when  the  tide  is  out,  its  course  forms 
a meandering  chain  of  tidal  pools  all  down  the 
then  sea-deserted  sand-flats.  The  chain  of  tidal 
pools,  with  its  many  bends  and  sweeping  curves, 
is  much  longer  than  the  entire  length  of  the  sand- 
flats  in  a direct  line ; and  thus  its  pools  are  so 
numerous  aud  extensive  as  to  afford  fishing  pools 
enough  (and,  as  yet,  always  to  spare)  to  all  comers ; 
and  during  summer  and  autumn  every  return  of 
the  tide  usually  replenishes  them  with  fresh 
schools  of  the  anadromous  Salmonidce,  clad  in 
their  brightest  silvery  garb.  The  sport  which 
these  give  when  in  the  humour  is  the  most 
animating,  sustained,  and  pleasantly  absorbing  of 
its  kind,  excepting  that  afforded  by  salmon  and 
salmon-grilse,  when  they  also  are  in  gregarious 
abundance  and  in  the  humour,  which  is  not  nearly 
so  often  the  case  with  them  as  with  the  Durness 
Kyle  sea-trouts.  A sea-bottom  of  sand  is  the 
natural  feeding-ground  of  shrimps  and  sand-eels, 
and  is  the  kind  best  adapted  to  their  life  habits 
throughout.  Balnakiel  I3ay,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Durness  Kyle,  and  the  rest  of  the  K>le  seawards 
and  landwards,  have  a sand  bottom,  and  swarm 
always  with  shrimps  and  usually  with  sand-eels — 
both  the  favourite  foods  of  sea-trout.  In  summer 
sea-trout  affect  brackish  water  if  they  can  have 
abundance  of  their  choice  kinds  of  foods  to  regale 
upon  at  the  same  time.  Twice  (approximately) 


in  the  twenty-four  hours  the  flowing  tide 
covers  the  sand-flats  of  this  Kyle  and  tempo- 
rarily obliterates  the  chain  of  tidal  pools.  The 
sea-trout,  whose  instincts  make  them  prefer  to 
remain  gambolling  in  the  brackish  water  of  the 
tidal  pools,  when  the  tide  is  out,  with  whetted 
appetites  sally  forth  on  the  tide’s  return,  and 
exercise  their  agility  in  capturing  the  shrimps 
and  sand-eels,  which  come  trooping  up  with  the 
making  flood  to  forage  for  themselves  on  the 
now  submerged  sand-flats.  The  sea-trout,  being 
a migratory  species,  sojourns  in  regular  course 
during  at  least  a part  of  the  year  in  fresh  water, 
and  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  in  the  open 
sea  and  its  confines.  In  the  Durness  Kyle  it 
finds  at  the  same  time  both  the  conditions  most 
congenial  to  its  migratory  instincts  and  those 
most  subservient  to  its  primary  wants  together. 
It  can  there  indulge  daily  a modified  form  of  its 
annual  migrations  ; it  can  stay  a part  of  the  day 
in  nearlv  fresh  or  more  brackish  water,  just  as  it 
likes,  and  another  part  of  the  day  in  briny  sea- 
water, and  meantime  find  copious  abundance  of 
its  most  favourite  kinds  of  food  to  appease  the 
keen  appetite,  which,  as  in  this  species,  always 
obtains,  when  growth  and  improvement  of  condi- 
tion are  simultaneously  in  rapid  progress.  The 
perennial  profusion  of  the  kinds  of  food  it  thrives 
best  upon  is  the  circumstance,  however,  which 
mainly  determines  the  sea-trout  in  making  the 
Durness  Kyle  such  a frequented  resort.  As 
might  be  expected  from  "tbe  combination  of 
favourable  conditions  just  specified,  the  tidal 
pools  of  the  Durness  Kyle  usually  teem  with 
sea-trout  during  the  summer  seasou  to  a 
degree  unparalleled  in  any  other  Kyle  on 
the  north  or  west  Highland  seaboard.  In  some 
places  those  tidal  pools  can  be  fished  from 
the  bank,  but  much  the  most  successful  mode 
of  fishing  is  by  rod-trolling  from  a boat ; 
and  the  most  taking  lure  upon  the  whole  is  sand- 
eel,  an  abundant  supply  of  which  is  usually 
readily  procurable  by  digging  for  it  in  the  sand- 
flats.  One  angler — Mr.  Davis,  London — who, 
from  former  experience  in  the  “ far  north  ” of 
the  Highlands,  knew  the  right  place  to  go  to, 
totalled  from  those  tidal  pools  in  one  week,  about 
the  beginning  of  June,  21Hb.  of  sea-trout,  a good 
many  of  them  ranging  from  3lb.  to  over  61b.,  and 
this  in  weather  which,  although  gloriously  bright 
and  bracingly  enjoyable,  was  far  from  being  the 
best  from  a rod-fishing  point  of  view.  Probably 
rod-fishing  sport  equal  to  Mr.  Davis’s  has  not 
been  obtained  this  season  as  yet  elsewhere  in 
Britain ; and  it  speaks  with  matter  of  fact 
eloquence  to  the  rod-fishing  attractions  of  the 
Durness  district. 

Salmon-grilse  rise  to  the  troller’s  sand-eel  bait 
in  those  tidal  pools,  and  a brisk  engagement  with 
one  occasionally  varies  the  sport;  nominally, 
however,  rather  than  actually,  as  some  of  the  sea- 
trout  there  are  as  large  as  a medium-sized 
salmon-grilse,  and  about  equally  dashing.  From 
being  a young  member  of  the  typical  species  of 
the  genus,  and  furthermore,  in  the  estimation  of 
the  assthetic,  from  being  more  elegantly  shaped, 
a salmon-grilse  usually  excites  a more  highly 
glowing  welcome  than  an  equally  large  and 
equally  resplendent  sea-trout. 

‘‘  All’s  well  that  ends  well.”  The  end  or  wind- 
up of  a holiday  angler’s  sojourn  in  the  “Far 
North  ” is  his  hotel  bill  settlement.  The  landlady 
of  the  Durness  Hotel,  Mrs.  Turnbull,  pays  a 
good  round  sum  annually  to  the  proprietor,  the 
Duke  of  Sutherland,  for  the  rod-fishings  of  the 
Durness  Kyle.  For  the  use  of  anglers  staying 
at  the  hotel  she  has  equipped  a flotilla  of  altogether 
some  ten  boats.  She  keeps  in  readiness  for  the 
tidal  pools  exclusively  three  of  them,  and  can  at 
any  time  supplement  those  three  with  more,  if 
need  arises.  The  cuisine  and  the  attention  to  the 
general  comforts  of  the  hotel  guests  are  as  nearly 
as  may  be  a sweet  home  model  of  what  they 
ought  to  be  in  such  a place.  The  ogre  of  lucre  in 
any  shape  or  form  is  never  permitted  to  assert 
itself  or  to  lurk  in  the  hostelry,  or  in  anything  in 
connection  with  it  under  the  landlady’s  manage- 
ment. During  all  the  years  she  has  been  keeping 
the  hotel  she  has  not  only  never  charged  anglers 
a penny  for  the  privilege  of  fishing  on  the  tidal 
pools,  although  she  has  been  paying  an  annual 
rent  for  them  herself,  but  has  been  furthermore 
supplying  them  all  along  with  fishing-boats 
equally  free  of  charge.  On  each  of  the  best  trout 
lochs  accessible  from  the  hotel  she  also  keeps  a 
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boat  free  of  charge.  A naturalist  angler  may — 
as  the  writer  of  this  paper  has  done — tour  more 
than  once  round  this  terraqueous  orb  without 
meeting  another  lady  in  her  profession  so  un- 
affectedly devoted  to  redeem  that  profession  from 
all  sordidness.  The  holiday  angler  who  visits 
the  Durness  district,  if  he  succeed  by  fair  play 
in  landing  a four-year-old  Loch  Crosspool  trout 
will  have  thereby  obtained  proof  positive  of 
having  had  a tussle  with  a specimen  of  the  most 
gameson  sal  monoid  of  British  waters.  And  the 
still  better  and  more  memorable  tale  of  having 
found  out  and  seen  rara  avis  in  terris  he  will  have 
to  relate,  if  he  sojourns  a week  in  the  Durness 
Hotel. 


THE  SALMON  FISHERIES  OF 
NORWAY. 


In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  June  10  and  in  that 
of  July  1,  there  appeared  an  article  containing 
arguments  in  support  of  the  new  Norwegian  salmon 
law,  which  began  to  take  effect  last  year.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  the  three  most  important 
clauses  were — (1)  The  extension  of  the  weekly 
close  time  for  the  nets  to  three  days  a week,  from 
6 p.m.  on  Fridays  to  6 p.m.  on  Mondays  ; (2)  the 
yearly  close  time  for  the  nets  to  commence  on 
August  26  instead  of  September  14;  and  (3)  the 
increase  in  size  of  the  net  mesh  from  knot  to 
knot  to  6^  centimetres  (=  2 56in.)  when  wet. 

In  Bergen  a general  meeting  of  salmon  fishers 
from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  representing 
the  various  interests  at  stake,  was  held  ; and, 
although  not  agreeing  with  most  of  the  views  there 
expressed,  it  may  be  of  interest  to  reproduce  in 
epitomised  form  some  of  the  arguments  advanced 
(principally  of  course  by  the  proprietors  of  coast 
and  fjord  fisheries)  against  the  new  law,  which 
undoubtedly  hits  some  of  them  very  hard, 
especially  the  bagnetsmen.  As  the  names  of  the 
speakers  would  convey  no  meaning  to  the  English 
reader,  I will  therefore  substitute  a letter  of  the 
alphabet  for  each  of  them,  and  abbreviate  the 
speeches  very  greatly.  Some  of  the  opinions  and 
ideas  contained  therein  are  curious.  _ A.  said  that 
the  weekly  close  time  had  always  differed  greatly; 
it  had  always  been  the  desire  of  the  fishery  owners 
that  it  should  be  regulated,  but  the  Government 
had  done  nothing  in  the  matter.  “ The  new  law 
says  that  fishing  shall  be  restricted  to  four  days 
a week  only,  tnis  is  too  little.”  “Formerly,  on 
an  average,  we  could  fish  from  fifty  to  sixty  days 
in  the  year,  now  we  cannot  do  so  on  more  than 
thirty  ; one  and  a half  instead  of  three  days  close 
time  in  the  week  would  be  enough.  The  size  of 
the  mesh  was  formerly  fixed  at  2|  inches,  which 
had  been  agreed  to  with  considerable  reluctance 
from  many  sides,  because  it  was  feared  a great 
proportion  of  the  fish  would  pass  through  ; the 
results  were  not,  however,  to  injurious  as  ex- 
pected. But  with  the  new  mesh  it  will  not  be 
possible  to  take  fish  under  14  marks  {=  71b.),  and 
now  two-thirds  of  the  take  consists  of  salmon 
averaging  only  10  marks.” 

B.  was  afraid  that  those  who  had  framed  the 
new  law  had  not  had  the  poor  fisherman  in  their 
minds,  and  how  frequently  its  effect  would  be  to 
deprive  him  of  his  daily  bread ; to_  him  every 
minute  during  which  he  can  fish  is  of  value. 
There  are  many  such  who  have  no  place  to  put 
out  bagnets,  but  who  can  manage  to  set  an 
ordinary  one,  with  which  to  capture  a fish  or  two 
for  their  poor  families.  From  doing  this  he 
will  now  be  prevented,  a serious  matter  for  him. 

The  limitation  of  the  weekly  fishing  time 
must  result  in  great  depreciation  of  property 
round  the  coast.  The  power  of  further  limita- 
tion vested  in  Amtsformandskab,  or  County 
Council,  is  a dangerous  weapon ; when  in  such 
an  assembly  there  is  a majority  of  river  fishery 
owners,  the  opportunity  of  extending  the  close  time 
to  three  days  a week  only  will  certainly  be  taken. 
What,  too,  will  be  the  loss  entailed  on  the  country 
by  the  destruction  of  from  6000  to  8000,  perhaps 
10,000,  bagnets,  (the  size  of  whose  mesh  will  be  no 
longer  legal),  costing  from  75  to  100  kroners  each 
to  say  nothing  of  innumerable  other  nets  of, 
various  kinds  ?” 

C.  thought  that  with  the  increased  size  of 
mesh,  the  majority  of  fish  up  to  16  marks  (=  81b.) 
would  escape ; only  when  in  exceptionally  fine  con- 
dition would  fish  of  14  marks  (=  71b.)  be  taken. 


“ Every  fisherman  knows  from  experience  that 
fishing  is  liable  to  great  fluctuations.  With  the 
same  salmon  net  where  I have  never  caught  any- 
thing before,  I have  this  year  done  well.  This,  of 
course,  is  accounted  for  by  storms,  weather 
generally,  and  by  food  supply ; it  is  not  the  regu- 
lations as  to  close  time  that  causes  a fishery  to  do 
well  one  year  and  badly  for  four  or  five,  it  is  the 
ocean  currents  which  divert  one  way  or  another 
— near  to  or  far  from  the  coast — the  herrings  and 
other  small  fish  on  which  the  salmon  feed.” 

D.  was  satisfied  enough  with  the  alteration 
in  the  date  of  commencement  of  the  close  season, 
but  thought  that  the  extension  of  the  weekly 
close  time  would  be  the  ruin  of  many  of  the  coast 
fisheries,  or  at  any  rate  reduce  them  very  greatly 
in  value.  He  was  quite  aware  that  it  was  the 
increase  in  the  numbers  of  the  bagnets  which 
had  brought  about  this  stringent  measure,  but  he 
did  not  consider  them  as  being  so  injurious  to 
the  fisheries  as  they  were  made  out.  Their  use 
had  become  popular,  he  said,  not  on  account  of 
the  number  of  salmon  which  they  took,  but  on 
account  of  the  ease  with  which  they  were  looked 
after  and  worked.  Moreover,  there  were  many 
days  both  on  the  coast  and  on  the  fjords,  when, 
owing  to  the  weather,  [fishing  was  impossible  ; he 
therefore  considered  the  number  of  days  on  which 
fishing  was  possible  throughout  the  season  already 
sufficiently  restricted  from  one  cause  and 
another. 

E.  agreed  with  the  sentiments  of  the 
previous  speaker,  and  considered  that  the 
weather  on  the  coast  rendered  a further  weekly 
close  time  for  the  nets  quite  unnecessary. 

F.  thought  that  the  yearly  close  time  did 
no  real  good,  and  that  it  was  absurd  to  suppose 
it  absolutely  necessary  for  salmon  to  go  to 
rivers  to  spawn. 

“ The  fish  come  in  vast  shoals  from  the 
Arctic  Sea,  and  with  the  ocean  currents  great 
numbers  pass  right  down  the  west  coast.  At 
the  southern  extremity  thereof,  they  meet  the 
comparatively  fresh  water  issuing  from  the 
Baltic  between  the  naze  of  Norway  and  the 
northern  extremity  of  the  Jutland  coast;  and  I 
am  of  opinion  that  in  the  Skagerak  there  are 
extensive  spawning  beds. 

“ In  the  Baltic,  too,  there  is  such  a quantity  of 
salmon  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to 
find  room  in  the  rivers.  Looking  at  the  ocean 
currents  and  the  manner  in  which  the  move- 
ments of  salmon  are  undoubtedly  affected  by 
them,  I consider  that  the  sea  is  the  proper 
spawning  place  for  these  fish. 

“ With  regard  to  the  improvement  or  falling  off 
of  the  fishing,  I believe — and  most  fishermen  will 
agree  with  me — that  the  trend  of  the  currents  is 
the  main  cause  which  affects  the  salmon’s  move- 
ments. They  go  with  the  stream,  and  are  dis- 
tributed accordingly ; if  it  tends  in  towards  the 
land  they  are  captured  by  the  nets ; if  not,  the 
fishing  suffers.  The  conditions  of  weather  and 
currents  constitute  a sufficient  protection ; none 
other  is  required. 

“ With  regard  to  the  size  of  the  mesh,  it  is  large 
enough  already,  and  to  increase  it  further  would 
be  very  injurious  to  the  net  fishermen.  Kr.  70 
has  been  named  as  the  cost  of  a net.  I,  myself, 
have  had  to  pay  Kr.  150  for  one,  which  even  if  it 
had  been  made  at  home  would  have  cost  Kr.  130. 
If  all  the  bagnets  are  condemned,  they  will 
represent  a sum  of  between  Kr.  5,000,000  and 
Kr.  6 000,000.  It  appears  to  me  absurd  to  say 
that  the  fishermen  of  the  fjords,  which  in  many 
cases  are  so  long  and  broad,  can  do  any  material 
injury  to  the  river  fisheries.  1 consider  that  it  is 
an  absolute  fact  that  salmon  only  repair  to  the 
rivers  if  the  currents  take  them  there.  It  has 
been  stated  with  regard  to  one  fishery  that  the 
yearly  take  varied  from  6,000  to  20,000  kilog. 
What  becomes  of  the  fish  in  the  years  they  do  not 
visit  the  river,  and  where  do  they  spawn  P These 
are  questions  which  the  theoris'; can  never  answer; 
moreover,  there  are  several  kinds  of  salmon,  and 
the  sea  fish  differ  from  the  river  ones.  ’ X. 

(To  be  continued.) 


On  the  Feochan  several  fair  takes  of  sea-trout 
were  got  last  week. 

The  Brechin  boys,  in  the  last  competition  of 
their  club  for  the  season,  made  some  grand 
catches  of  trout  on  the  Esks,  the  Glenesk  streams, 
the  West  Water,  and  the  Isla. 


^co(cf) 

By  Mac. 

David  Murray,  tackle  maker,  Brechin,  writes  : 

“ Lately  we  have  had  some  fine  showers,  but 
nothing  sufficient  to  cause  a spate,  so  that  the 
volume  of  the  streams  is  not  kept  up  for  any 
length  of  time.  The  young  finnook  are  beginning 
to  appear  in  the  South  Esk,  and  a good  many 
have  been  got,  but  of  small  size.  It  is  a pity  to 
kill  them  yet ; for  if  they  were  left  for  a month, 
they  would  be  very  much  larger,  and  afford 
better  sport ; not  to  speak  of  their  appearance  in 
the  ‘ frying  pan.’  Speaking  of  the  South  Esk, 
it  has  always  been  surprising  to  me  that  so  few 
middle-sized  or  large  yellow  trout  are  got  in  it, 
as  it  appears  to  run  through  a suitable  soil  for 
providing  good  feeding  for  trout.  I or  miles  of 
its  length  the  angler  comes  alternately  to  deep 
sullen  pools,  long  placid  stretches  of  medium 
depth,  and  rippling  streams.  Anglers  not 
acquainted  with  the  South  Esk  must,  in  coming 
to  likely  spot  after  likely  spot,  have  their  hopes 
raised  repeatedly  only  to  be  dashed  as  often  to 
the  ground,  for  instead  of  banking  large,  well- 
fed  trout,  they  only  succeed  in  catching  neither 
more  nor  less  than  a lot  of  rubbish.  That  there 
are  a few  well-fed  trout  of  fair  size  in  this  river 
is  proved  from  the  fact  that  in  the  ‘ downcome 
of  the  water  after  rain,  decent  baskets  are  got 
with  the  worm.  As  eels  of  all  sizes  are  abun- 
dant, I have  been  thinking  that  perhaps  they 
are  the  poachers ; and  if  so,  ^ all  interested  in 
sport  should  wage  war  against  those  slimy 
monsters,  which,  by  all  Scotch  anglers  at  least, 
are  ‘ voted  unclean.’  I should  like  very  much 
to  hear  the  opinion  of  anglers  generally  as  to  the 
effect  of  great  numbers  of  eels  in  a river.  The 
South  Esk  is  a capital  river  after  all  for  sport,  as 
the  back  end  gives,  as  a rule,  grand  results  with 
the  autumn  salmon,  and  also  yields  fine  creels  of 
finnock,  which  for  sport  and  food  are  ditficult  to 
beat.  The  pearl  fisher  has  also  a good  word  for 
the  South  Esk,  as  many  fine  pearls  are  got  in  it, 
besides  an  occasional  one  of  ‘ the  first  water. 
In  the  streams  of  Glenesk  capital  baskets  are 
being  got  with  the  worm.  Last  Wednesday 
being  the  concluding  competition  for  the  season 
of  the  Brechin  Angling  Club,  a good  many 
members  were  out,  and  record  baskets  were  got. 
Many  creels  turned  the  scales  at  frotn  201b.  to 
341b.  each.  After  this  all  may  exclaim,  ‘ Oh, 
Agle,  thy  sun  is  set,  to  rise  no  more  (?)  Brechin, 
forward  to  the  seat  of  honour. 


The  best  general  killing  flies  on  the  waters  of 
Sutherland  shire  in  summer  for  salmon,  grilse, 
and  sea-trout,  are  Blue  Doctor,  Black  Doctor, 
Golden  Wasp,  Badger,  Green  Peacock,  and  Claret 
and  Mallard— dressed  the  sizes  to  suit  the  several 
streams,  the  respective  sorts  of  fish,  and  the 
conditions  of  water  and  weather. 


The  old  and  reprehensible  practice  of  ottering, 
but  which  its  devotees  will,  on  the  sly,  tell  you 
with  a chuckle,  is  “ just  grand  fun,”  has  not  yet 
died  out  in  the  counties  of  Inverness,  Boss, 
Cromarty,  Sutherland,  and  Caithness.  The  lochs 
that  contain  the  finest  and  largest  trout  are 
those  the  habitual  otterer  selects  for  Ins  little 
game.  While  fishing  such  lochs  anglers  otten 
get  hold  of  trout,  which,  from  being  mimm  the 
superior  maxiliary  on  one  side,  or,  as  the^  j 
landers  put  it,  “without  one  of  their  ,iaws,  afford 
proof  positive  that  they  have  been  struggling  on 
the  hooks  of  the  otter. 


An  Aberdeen  correspondent  writes  me ; 
“ Salmon  are  still  doing  very  well,  keeping  up 
both  in  number  and  quality ; in  fact,  they  are 
beyond  an  average.  They  were  very  meagre  in 
the  early  part  of  the  season,  though  some  places 
did  'wonderfully  well  when  the  weather  was 
favourable,  but,  in  general,  they  were  under  an 
average  spring  fishing.  Since  May  came  in  the 
rivers  have  been  so  low  that  few  salmon  have 
taken  them,  and,  in  consequence,  their  fishing 
has  been  under  the  average.  No  particularly 
heavy  fish  have  been  got  lately,  though  I have 
seen  from  fifteen  to  twenty  salmon  at  one  time 
all  over  201b.  One  of  401b.  was  got  here  also. 
The  average  weight  presently  would  be  from 
121b.  to  141b.  To  all  appearance  there  will  be  a 
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good  show  of  autumn  salmon  should  the  weather 
remain  favourable.  The  grilse  have  been  a failure 
this  season,  and  as  the  time  when  the  flush  of  the 
grilse  should  appear  has  gone  by,  I do  not  believe 
that  they  will  be  got  now  in  any  quantity.  Still, 
it  is  quite  possible  that  they  may  come  on  more 
numerous  towards  October,  but  I do  not  think  it 
probable.  The  quality  has  been  very  indifferent 
all  along;  the  largest  part  of  those  got  being 
small  grilse,  with  now  and  then  a few  fine  fish 
amongst  them.  They  are  far  under  the  usual 
average  at  this  time.  I have  seen  them  of 
weights  from  71b.  to  7|lb.,  but  they  are  very  rare. 
The  fishing  for  sea-trout  is  pretty  well  thi’ough, 
though  some  are  being  got  yet  of  very  fine 
quality.  They  have  been  better  this  season  than 
for  some  years  past,  and  have  been  a very  fair 
average  trout  fishing.  It  is  quite  possible  that 
the  continuation  of  the  drought  so  early  in  the 
spring  might  have  kept  the  grilse  from  coming 
‘ on.’  For  this  reason  alone  they  may  yet  appear 
more  numerous  towards  October  ; but  this  is 
doubtful,  since  at  no  time  since  the  season  began 
have  they  appeared  to  be  numerous,  even  though 
the  weather  during  the  latter  end  of  June  and 
the  first  part  of  July — which  is  the  principal 
time  for  them — kept  all  that  could  be  wished  for 
on  the  greater  part  of  the  east  coast.  We  very 
seldom  see  a good  salmon  fishing  and  a good 
grilse  fishing  both  in  one  year.  I am  not  prepared 
to  state  definitely  the  cause  of  this  failure  of  the 
grilse  crop,  although  I might  assign  several 
reasons.  In  the  meantime,  however,  I shall  defer 
giving  reasons  till  we  see  what  a little  fresh  water 
in  the  rivers  may  do.  In  reply  to  your  question  as 
to  whether  the  salmon  grow  more  (juickly  in  the 
sea  during  the  warm  than  during  the  cold  weather, 
I may  say  they  grow  far  quicker  in  the  warm 
weather ; in  fact,  they  grow  little,  if  any,  in  the 
cold  weather.  I do  not  think  salmon  feed  vora- 
ciously at  any  time,  but  when  they  do  feed  most 
is  generally  when  they  are  out  of  season.  They 
feed  mostly  on  shrimps,  sile,  and  other  fry,  which 
I have  seen  taken  from  them.  I expect  finnock 
to  be  appearing  soon,  when  we  get  a good  supply 
of  water.  There  is  very  little  appearance  of  them 
at  the  present  time,  but  they  ought  to  be  coming 
on  now.  I have  seen  them  in  large  numbers  in 
the  Dee  by  this  time  some  years  ago.” 


The  Tay  Betters  take  too  good  care  of  the  fish 
for  the  Tay  angling  in  summer  being  of  the  least 
account  for  anything  better  than  common  trout. 
The  netting  is  carried  on  on  lines  utterly  sub- 
versive to  the  up-keep  of  the  rivers’  head  of  fish 
at  all  the  seasons,  and  it  extends  so  far  inland 
that  there  is  no  chance  whatever  of  fish  escaping 
the  toils  except  during  heavy  floods,  and  even 
then  only  in  the  sparsest  driblets.  The  salmon 
angling  still  continues  as  it  has  been  ever  since 
March — poor;  poor  is  not  the  word — it  is  simply, 
not  worth  looking  at  or  trying.  Since  a month 
past,  the  up  country  and  mountain  rains,  to- 
gether with  thunder-showers,  have  several  times 
freshened  the  water  enough  to  bring  about  some 
sport  had  fish  been  present.  But  there  were 
none ; hence  from  this  splendid  river  there  has 
been  nothing  to  record  in  the  way  of  angling. 
“Nor  will  there  now  he,”  says  my  informant, 
“ until,  with  the  advent  of  the  annual  close  time, 
a clean  sweep  off  of  the  nets  is  made.” 


The  water  having  been  freshened  and  moved 
by  the  broken  weather  giving  hill  “drookers,” 
the  salmon  of  the  Orchy  shifted  pools,  and 
wakened  up  considerably  of  late,  with  the  result 
that  anglers  out  on  the  Inveroran  Hotel  stretch 
obtained  some  tidy  sport.  Among  those  “ ta 
teuk  sawmon  ” were  the  Comte  de  Paris  and  Duke 
de  Chartres.  Mr.  Templeton,  a Glasgow  gentle- 
man, had  a grand  trout  of  61b.  weight  off  Loch 
Tulla. 


The  water  of  the  Tweed  is  about  as  stale  as  the 
news  from  it,  which  is  as  usual.  Not  a rap  doing 
in  salmon  or  grilse  angling.  Matters  here  are 
exactly  on  a par  with  the  Tay’s  state  of  affairs. 
Thus  the  two  largest  rivers  in  Scotland  are  the 
two  that  are  fishing  and  have,  ever  since  the  end 
of  spring,  fished  poorest. 


The  big  “ fush  ” of  the  late  migration  are  now 
beginning  to  come  in  about  to  the  Scottish  coast. 
Within  the  week  several  splendid  ones  have  been 


netted.  Several  districts,  with  the  most  noteworthy 
fish  caught  in  each,  are  : Tweed,  351b. ; Dee,  301b. ; 
Esks,  401b. ; Deveron,  471b. ; Spey,  441b. ; Solway, 
501b. ; Tay  and  Earn,  691b. 


The  Salnio  ferox  captures  on  Scotch  lochs 
reported  to  me  since  last  week  are ; Loch  Shin, 
three  best,  6ilb.,  81b.,  91b. ; Loch  Bannoch,  4^1b. 
and  6|lb. ; Loch  Boarlan,  41b. ; Loch  Cama,  51b. ; 
Loch  Craggie,  51b.  

The  Dionard  river  and  loch — the  best  sporting 
waters  in  the  western  section  of  the  north  coast 
of  Scotland  during  summer — have  been  fishing 
better  lately  ; but  for  the  same  reason,  plenty  of 
water,  little  could  be  done  in  the  Durness  Kyle 
amongst  the  sea-trout  by  trolling.  Johnnie 
Sutherland  says : “ Most  of  the  week  it  was  all 
up  with  the  Kyle  troll  fishing  for  sea-trout, 
owing  to  want  of  sand-eels,  and  the  Dionard 
bringing  down  too  much  fresh  water.  But,  of 
course,  the  rise  of  the  Dionard  j^ut  the  sea  pools 
right  for  us.  These  were  fished  on  Friday  and 
Saturday  by  two  gentlemen,  Mr.  Powers  and  Mr. 
Clayton,  and  yielded  one  salmon,  two  grilse,  and 
eleven  sea-trout.  Loch  Sean  will  be  tried  next 
week  for  the  first  time  this  year.  It  is  our  best 
sea-trout  angling  loch,  and  it  is  usually  about 
this  time  that  the  sea-trout  begin  to  run  up 
into  it.” 


The  Kyle  of  Tongue  sea-trout  fishing,  though 
now  nothing  specially  “ swagger,”  is  yet  keeping 
up  well  for  this  advanced  time  of  the  season.  The 
present  week  opened  with  six  sea-trout  to  one  of 
the  rods.  One  or  two  of  the  hotel  anglers  have 
scored  heavily  for  some  days  among  the  big 
trout  in  the  lochs  round  about  Tongue. 


Loch  Aw'e  is  now  having  a lot  of  salmon  and 
grilse  in  it,  and  for  some  eight  or  ten  days  past 
takes  have  been  obtained  by  different  anglers  out 
from  the  hotels  on  the  loch  side. 


On  the  Carron,  Easter  Ross,  the  salmon,  grilse, 
and  sea-trout,  looked  up  a little  better  last  week, 
albeit  a highly  unpropitious  state  of  matters 
still  held  sway.  Saturday  and  Monday  last,  one 
gentleman  got  a take  of  fine  trout  and  a nice 
grilse  on  the  Ardgay  Hotel  section  of  the  river. 

It  is  reported  to  me  that  the  old  hands  declare 
that  they  have  never  seen  such  a good  show  of 
sea-trout  in  the  Y^than’s  tideway  at  this  time  of 
the  year  as  there  is  at  present.  The  weather 
suiting  pretty  well,  the  takes  are  consequently 
high.  Two  rods  fishing  from  one  boat  are 
credited  with  having  landed,  in  four  days,  115 
sea-trout,  some  of  which  weighed  over  21b. 


“ The  truth  is  ” (said  the  keeper  of  an  angling 
store  to  a customer)  “ that  fishing  is  fast  becoming 
a forsaken  art,  and  is  every  day  going  to  the 
dogs.  And,”  he  added,  almost  furiously,  “ it’s 
that gowff  that’s  doing  it.”  But  as  a counter- 

check, a new  kind  of  fishing  has  been  developed — 
namely,  fishing  for  herring  with  rod,  line,  and 
fly,  which  should  catch  on  with  lots.  The  “ Gan- 
tocks  ” is  the  chief  centre  of  this  piscatorial 
exercise  meanwhile,  and  Friday  last,  says  the 
Dunoon  Herald,  one  of  Glasgow’s  well-known 
citizens  and  his  wife  caught  540  herring,  some  of 
which  were  sent  to  the  local  hospital.  Splendid 
herring  they  were,  too,  and  all  got  on  the  fly-rod. 

The  salmon  and  grilse  angling  on  the  River 
Awe,  Argyllshire,  has  improved  a good  bit  since 
the  middle  of  last  week. 


For  some  little  time  past  there  has  been  no 
great  crush  of  anglers  on  Loch  Leven,  nor  has 
the  sport  obtained  been  of  great  account  on  the 
whole  ; but  there  is  looked  for,  and  there  should 
come  on  now,  some  splendid  angling  on  this 
famous  loch  before  its  season  runs  out. 


Wehnesday  last  was  the  eventful  day,  and  at 
nine  o’clock  at  night  the  members,  who  had 
gathered  in  from  the  different  quarters  round 
about,  converged  at  the  “ Grown,”  where  the 
weighing-in  took  place,  and  showed  the  first 
prize  to  have  fallen  to  Wm.  Sceele,  with 
331b.  8oz. ; W.  Burnett,  with  281b.  4oz.,  coming 
a good  second ; and  D.  K.  Smart,  with  221b.  6oz., 
a respectable  third. 


Most  people  who  are  going  in  for  a little 
amateur  fish-culture  leave  the  necessary  works 
until  the  autumn.  This  is  a great  mistake.  The 
summer  is  the  time  for  ponds  and  redd  making. 
The  soil  is  dry  and  easily  dug,  the  days  are  long, 
and  the  work  has  not  to  be  carried  out  in  an 
ocean  of  mud,  as  is  so  often  the  case  in  winter. 
Every  reader  of  this  paper  who  has  a little  pond 
at  his  disjjosal,  and  also  a little  time,  should  try 
his  hand  at  fish-culture  on  a small  scale ; I know 
of  no  more  fascinating  amusement.  Whatever  is 
done  should  be  carefully  noted  in  a diary,  for 
success  in  fish-culture  depends  upon  careful 
attention  to  a number  of  minute  details,  many  of 
which  can  only  be  acquired  by  experience,  and 
which  are  often  forgotten  if  not  noted  down. 


There  is  no  doubt  that  salmon  do,  at  times,  rise 
to  a natural  fly.  An  instance  is  on  record  of  some 
grilse  being  taken  which  were  found  to  be  almost 
stuffed  with  daddy  longlegs.  An  ingenious 
angler  is  said  to  have  dressed  a fly  to  represent 
these  quaint  insects,  and  to  have  had  marvellous 
sport.  Many  a salmon  has  fallen  a victim  to  the 
March  Brown  on  the  cast  of  a trout-fisher,  and  I 
know  of  more  than  one  instance  myself  of  a 
salmon  rising  to  a dry  fly,  not  to  a Blue  Dun  or 
Detached  Badger,  but  to  the  ordinary  small  salmon- 
fly,  when  cast  for  the  first  time  on  a small  pool. 

It  is  a very  interesting  thing  to  compare  the 
salmon  flies  of  long  ago  with  those  of  to-day,  and 
to  note  the  changes  which  have  taken  place.  Our 
grandfathers  knew  little  or  nothing  of  the  gaudy 
creations  which  we  now  use.  So  many  varieties 
of  salmon  flies  have  been  found  to  kill  that  the 
difficulty  rather  is  to  say  whac  will  not  kill  than 
what  will.  A piece  of  sober- coloured  fur  for  the 
body,  with  turkey  wing,  red  hackle,  and  some- 
times a little  tinsel,  form  a type  of  fly  on  which 
many  a good  salmon  was  killed  by  our  grand- 
fathers. This  simple  fly  became  more  and  more 
elaborated  until  we  attained  the  wonderful  com- 
binations of  feathers,  hackles,  &c.,  which  are  the 
delight  of  the  tackle  dealers,  and  result  in  the 
death  of  many  a good  fish.  Compare  these  again 
with  the  flies  used  on  the  Usk,  the  Spey,  and 
with  those  very  curious  and  no  doubt  deadly 
flies  invented  by  Mr.  Fraser  Sandeman.  It  is 
difficult  not  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
salmon  fisher  is  very  much  more  particular  in 
the  matter  of  flies  than  are  the  fish,  and  the  more 
experienced  among  them  know  right  well  how 
much  more  important  is  size  than  colour. 


Summer  perch  fishing  is  very  pretty  sport. 
Up  to  the  middle  of  July  the  gudgeon  is  one  of 
the  best  baits  that  can  be  used,  and  with  a 
gudgeon  I should  much  prefer  float  tackle  to  the 
paternoster.  For  this  reason  : if  one  is  using  the 
paternoster,  and  the  perch  run  with  the  bait,  as 
they  often  will,  they  feel  the  weight  of  the  lead, 
or  may  be  entirely  stopped  by  the  lead  catching 
in  a weed  or  stone,  and  of  course  they  leave  go  of 
the  bait  immediately.  With  float  tackle,  on  the 
other  hand,  little  or  no  resistance  is  offered  them, 
and  sufficient  time  can  be  allowed  before  striking. 
In  the  summer  perch  do  not  feed  so  ravenously 
as  in  January  or  February.  They  often  seem  to 
play  with  the  bait  before  swallowing  it,  and  one 
has  to  give  them  a good  deal  of  time.  I have 
lost  many  a good  fish  by  striking  too  soon  when 
fishing  with  gudgeon. 

After  the  middle  of  July,  the  two  best  baits 
that  can  he  used  are  well-scoured  red  worms  and 
minnows,  and  I prefer  those  which  are  small. 
The  red  worm  should  be  used  on  float  tackle,  run, 
by  means  of  a Nottingham  line,  in  clear  spaces 
between  weeds  wherever  there  is  a little  stream. 
A good  supply  of  red  worms  is  necessary,  and  to 
ensure  success,  a few  should  be  thrown  in.  The 
water  being  clear,  the  tackle  must  be  fine,  and 
the  spot  must  be  approached  with  great  caution. 
IMinuo  ivs  may  be  used  in  the  same  manner,  or  be 
floated  down  the  centre  of  any  river,  on  Thames 
roach  tackle,  care  being  taken  to  shift  the  float 
from  time  to  time  according  to  the  depth.  The 
minnow  should  be  about  a foot  from  the  bottom. 
But  with  a paternoster  one  can  fish  little  places 
among  weeds  which  cannot  be  reached  with  float 
tackle.  Templar. 


THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


July  21),  1893] 


d:{ 


Half  Hours  with  Popular  Authors. 

FISHING  EXI’BRILNCBS.  * 

Anyone  writing  on  angling  in  tlie  present  day 
must,  if  writing  a small  book,  attack  the  subject 
from  one  of  two  points  of  view,  viz.,  the  scientific, 
or  the  anecdotal. 

Major  Hopkins’  work  is  of  the  latter  class,  and 
is  a very  good  specimen  of  that  class. 

The  average  writer  of  fishing  experiences 
ignores,  as  a rule,  the  existence  of  any  fish  save 
salmon  and  trout.  The  author  of  this  little  book 
devotes  a large  space  certainly  to  our  British 
sporting  Suhnonidse,  but  does  not  forget  to  give 
iis  anecdotes  about  pike,  barbel,  bass,  &c,  not  to 
mention  an  account  of  a day’s  live  baiting  for 
crocodile. 

The  book  is  written  throughout  in  a breezy, 
racy  style,  which  would  make  it  interesting  even 
to  a non-angler.  Many  hints  are  given  to  the 
practical  fisherman,  the  most  important  of  which 
are  those  on  the  use  of  the  Nottingham  reel,  and 
on  bass  and  pollack  fishing,  with  an  account 
of  a double  artificial  sand-eel,  which  the  Major 
invented,  and  found  very  killing  amongst  the 
“ grandpapas  ” of  the  flock.  The  following  is  the 
history  of  the  first  trial  in  the  Major’s  own 
words : 

“ I determined  to  try  to  attract  the  bass  from 
the  bottom  by  a more  startling  bait  than  was 
generally  used.  I got  two  indiarubber  eels,  one 
black  and  one  red,  and 
fastened  one  behind  the 
other,  thus  creating  the 
immortal  ‘ Tickle-Toby  !’ 

“James,  when  he  saw  , V-'" 

it,  said  with  a shrug  of 
his  shoulders,  ‘ Bean’t  a 
might  o’  use.  Major.’ 

“ ‘ We’ll  try  it,  any- 
how,’ I replied. 

“ Waiting  till  nearly 
half  ebb  tide,  we  started 
for  the  rocks,  when  there 
was  from  four  to  eight 
feet  of  water  over  them, 
and  began  slowly  sailing 
across,  ‘Tickle-Toby’  and 
some  thirty  yards  of  line 
astern. 

“We  had  crossed  once, 
when,  turning  my  head 
to  see  if  it  was  time  to 
wear  round,  with  the  rod 
over  my  shoulder,  1 got 
a dig  in  the  jaw  from  the 
butt  that  was  singularly 
nasty.  Bottom,  I feared. 

But  what  is  that  astern 
splashing  about  ? 

“ ‘ A fish,  by  Jove  ! ’ 

“ But  I had  hardly  Jgot  the  words  out  of  my 
mouth  when  he  got  off. 

“‘Tickle-Toby’  on  examination  was  all  right, 
and  with  much  better  heart  we  wore  round  and 
sailed  across  again.  Not  far  had  we  gone  when 

Got  one ! ’ was  my  joyous  cry.  ‘ He’s  a buster, 
James.  Bring  her  up.’ 

“ Then  a rare  fight  ensued,  James  eventually 
slipping  the  landing-net  under  a 71b.  ba,ss. 

“ I must  here  explain  that  a landing-net  is 
much  better  than  a gaff,  as  the  skin  of  the  bass 
is  tough,  and  it  is  difficult  to  get  one  into  them. 

‘“There’s  biggerer  ones  than  ’e,’  said  .James, 
with  a murderous  grin. 

“ Off  again,  and  I was  soon  fast  in  another  of 
51b.  Well,  before  the  water  got  too  low  to  cover 
the  rocks  we  had  two  of  51b.,  one  6^1b.,  one  of 
71b. ; and  just  as  we  were  leaving,  taking  a last 
turn  round  a rock  which  was  nearly  showing,  my 
line  received  a terrible  pull.  Fast  in  the  rock,  I 
thought ; but  no,  whatever  it  was,  it  was  moving. 
A fish,  by  Heavens ! ‘ Grandpapa  ’ (as  James 

used  to  call  the  big  ones)  this  time. 

“He  was  a whacker,  and  soon  had  some  fifty 
yards  of  line  out;  then  he  stopped  and  came  into 
boat  quite  quietly,  till  I began  to  think  he  could 
not  be  so  big  after  all. 

“.James  had  got  up  on  his  seat  to  have  a look 
at  him. 

“ ‘ Oh,  Lord,’  he  said,  ‘ ’e’s  as  big  as  a ’ouse ! ’ 

*“  Fishing  Experiences.”  By  Major  F.  P.  Hopkins. 

Longmans  and  Co.,  1893. 


“ The  fish  had,  1 presume,  caught  sight  of  the 
boat  or  James,  for  he  then  gave  me  a taste  of 
his  power,  plunging  and  rushing  in  a frantic 
manner. 

“ ‘ Mind  you  zave  ’un,’  .1  ames  kept  saying. 

“ He  gave  in  at  last,  and  the  landing-net  laid  in 
the  bottom  of  the  boat  a bass  of  111b,,  the  largest 
1 had,  or  have  since,  caught. 

“ ‘ Tickle-Toby  ’ was  the  invention  of  the  century, 
any  myself  the  creator.” 

The  Major’s  remarks  on  the  use  of  large  baits 
for  large  pike  are  sound  and  to  the  point,  and 
will  be  endorsed  by  most,  if  not  all,  pike  fishers ; 
but  the  use  of  herrings,  partially  salted,  as  dead 
bait  (not  spinning  bait)  is  somewhat  of  a novelty, 
and  would  not,  one  would  think,  prove  very 
successful  as  a means  of  capturing  the  wily 
Esox  of  our  English  lakes  and  rivers. 

The  book  has  several  whole-page  illustrations, 
reproductions  of  pen  and  ink  drawings,  and  has 
numerous  cuts  illustrating  the  contained  stories. 

The  following  is  a good  sample  of  a fishing 
story  and  is  equalled  by  many  others  in  the 
book : 

“ Returning  to  the  landing-place,  I saw  a 
Clovelly  boat  had  come  over  with  a boatman  and 
gentleman  on  board;  so,  hailing  them,  I ran 
alongside,  and  the  latter  told  me  he  had  come  for 
some  conger-fishing,  which  he  said  was  very 
good. 

“ I told  him  J had  not  done  much  with  the 
pollock,  and  he  then  asked  me  to  accompany  him 


great  bar  of  silver  nearly  as  thick  as  a man’s 
body,  fifteen  or  sixteen  feet  long,  wriggling  about 
in  the  clear  phosphoric  water.  ‘ What  are  we  to 
do  with  the  brute  now  we’ve  got  him  ? ’ 1 thought. 
This  was  speedily  settled  for  me  by  Bob  cleverly 
inserting  the  gaff"  in  its  huge  belly,  and  with 

M ’s  help  pulling  half  his  long  body  into  the 

boat,  the  rest  following. 

I “ Horrors  ! his  great  ugly  head  and  gaping 
; jaws  are  within  a foot  of  my  legs. 

’ ‘ A moment's  respite  whilst  the  brute  disposed 

of  the  gaff  stick  by  seizing  it  in  his  mouth  and 
breaking  it  off  like  a carrot.  Ah ! that  sight 

settled  me,  and  apparently  M too,  for  as  I 

disappeared  over  the  stern,  he  did  ditto  over  the 
bows. 

“ Hanging  on  with  our  hands  to  the  sides  of  the 
hoat,  we  earnestly  urged  Bob,  who  was  dancing 
about  on  the  thwarts,  hammering  away  with  the 
stretcher,  to  do  for  the  beggar. 

“ As  the  conger  wriggled  towards  the  stern  in 

one  direction,  up  would  come  M ’s  head — 

‘ Go  it.  Bob  ; give  it  him  ! ’ Round  the  fish  would 
come  towards  the  bows,  when  down  would  go 

M ’s  tuppeny,  and  up  mine  would  come,  with 

a similar  request  to  Bob  to  give  him  snuff  ! 

“One  well-directed  blow  at  last  partially 
stunned  the  fish,  and  I scrambled  on  board,  and 
by  the  aid  of  a large  clasp  knife  succeeded  in 
settling  the  monster’s  career.  Sitting  down  in 
the  boat,  we  roared  with  laughing ; but  Bob  did 
not  see  much  to  laugh  at,  being  seriously  grate- 
ful for  the  existence  of 
his  legs  below  the  knees. 

“ The  brute  weighed 
721b. 

“ Of  course  his  capture 
ended  our  night’s  fish- 
ing, as  wet  through,  we 
were  glad  to  get  back  to 
my  lodgings  and  into 
dry  things. 

••  Bob  made  a good 
thing  of  it  after  all.  On 
our  return  to  the  boat  in 
the  morning,  we  found  he 
had  rigged  up  an  awning 
in  the  boat,  stretched  the 
conger  over  the  thwarts, 
and,  in  large  letters  on  a 
piece  of  paper,  informed 
the  public  that  the  Idea 
/Serpent  was  on  view 
inside,  entrance  one 
penny. 

“An  excursion  steamer 
from  Clovelly  coming  in, 
he  did  a big  trade.” 
r.;  , Asa  criticism  on  this 

!•  - fi.shing  story,  one  might 

say  with  the  author’s 

friend,  N (p.  Ill), 

“ Snakes  ! That  tms  a twister.”  N.B. — 'The  fish, 
not  the  story. 

The  only  fault  to  be  found  with  the  book  is  the 
quasi-support  given  to  various  doubtful  methods 
of  catching  fish,  i.e.,  cross  lining  for  salmon  and 
triramering  for  pike.  They  are,  however,  some- 
what apologetically  mentioned,  and  have  two 
plausible  excuses : 1st,  That  they  happened 

some  time  ago;  2nd,  That  they  were  used  in 
Ireland. 

In  conclusirn,  t is  not  too  much  to  say  that 


MY  FIRST  TROUT. 

that  evening,  saying  he  thought  we  should  have 
some  rare  sport. 

“ This  invitation  1 gladly  accepted,  and,  after 
dinner  at  my  lodgings,  we  started  about  7 p.m. 
on  a warm  August  evening  for  our  fishing  ground. 

We  had  a capital  supply  of  bait,  principally 
herrings,  and  gear  which  implied  heavy  fish.  The 
boatman.  Bob,  took  the  paddles  and  slowly  pulled 
the  heavy  boat,  a two-masted  lugger,  to  a likely 
spot ; anchored,  and  down  into  the  black  green 

depths  went  two  large  hooks,  with  the  best  part  ; , r • , • j , ■ i i 

of  a herring  on  each,  heavy  leads,  and  some  seven  | the  book  is  the  best  of  its  kind  that  has  been 
fathoms  of  line.  \ published  for  some  time.  It  is  unnecessary  to 

“ Lighting  our  pipes,  we  awaited  results.  ‘ I 

have  got  one,’  said  my  new  friend,  M , and 

hauling  away  as  h^ird  as  he  could,  up  came  a great 
conger  of  some  71b.  weight. 

“ Bob  stuck  a huge  gaff  into  him,  had  him  in  the 
boat,  and  by  making  free  use  of  a heavy  stretcher 
soon  killed  him. 

“ ‘ That’s  nothing,’  said  M . ‘ He’s  a baby 

to  some  of  them.’ 

“ A little  time  elapsed  before  getting  another 
bite,  when  my  line  received  a violent  jerk.  ‘ By 
George,  I’ve  got  something,’  said  I.  ‘ Feels  d — d 
like  the  sea  serpent.  G ive  me  a hand — I can’t 
hold  the  beggar.’  The  thick  line  spinning  through 
my  fingers  too  fast  to  be  pleasant.  ‘ Blazes ! ’ 

M ; ‘ he’s  a stunner ! The  tackle  will 


say  more,  as  the  extracts  given  will  siieak  for 
themselves. 


says 

hold,  so  haul  away.’  Easier  said  than  done,  most 
of  the  said  hauling  bein?  done  by  the  fish. 

“ With  plenty  of  slack,  we  beat  him  at  last, 
and,  oh  Jjord  ! looking  over  the  side,  I saw  a 


^The  Jzaak  Walton  Tercentenary. — A lecture 
on  “ The  Life  and  Times  of  Izaak  Walton”  will 
be  delivered  by  Mk.  T.  Ckuiiplen  (Piscatorial 
Society)  at  the  meeting  of  the  Balloon  Society  of 
Great  Britain,  at  St.  James’s  Hall,  on  Friday 
evening  next,  August  4,  1893,  at  8 o clock,  to 
which  all  anglers  are  invited.  A dinner  will 
take  place  on  Wednesday,  August  9,  to  celebrate 
the  event,  for  which  tickets  (5s.  fid.  each)  may 
be  obtained  from  Mr.  Roberts,  St.  James’s  Hall 
Restaurant ; Mr.  T.  Crumplen,  12,  Regent-street, 
S.W. ; Mr.  F.  Bellamy,  99,  Jennyn-street,  S.W. ; 
or  Edward  E.  Lyons,  hon.  sec.,  26,  Budge-row, 
Gannon-street,  London,  E.C. 
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STREAM  AND  ROOT.. 


By  H.  R.  Francts.  M.A. 


The  two  words  on  which  I am  fain  to  dwell  to- 
day carry  with  them  a mighty  spell  for  the  fly- 
lisher.  They  embrace  the  whole  scene  of  his 
special  enpymejits,  the  field  of  his  enterprises. 
His  favourite  river  or  brook  draws  its  chief 
attraction  from  the  “sweet  succession  of  stream 
and  pool  in  its  varied  course.  With  the  changes 
of  weather  or  water,  now  the  sparkling  shallow, 
now  the  smoother  eddy,  comes  into  the  place  of 
honour,  and  suggests  lively  hojjes  of  sport.  But 
the  charm  of  these  two  magic  words  does  not 
stop  here.  To  those  whose  reminiscences  of 
angling  are  linked  with  many  phases  of  wild 
scenery,  who  have  floated  on  the  mottntain  loch 
as  well  as  rambled  by  the  rushing  stream,  they 
suggest  a retrospective  comparison  between  two 
diiferent  forms  of  the  same  delightful  sport ; 
between  the  pleasant  toil  of  following  through 
rough  or  smooth  the  everchanging  river,  and  the 
calmer  ]oy  of  studying  the  ripples  on  the  level 
lake.  For  such  a comparison  I may  fairly  claim 
to  have  had  more  than  average  opportunities. 
The  light  yet  steady  foot,  the  unwearying  limbs 
— so  needful  in  long  days  by  the  riverside — which 
I was  permitted  to  enjoy  till  well  past  the  “three- 
score and  ten,”  have  gradually  failed  me,  and  the 
long  easy  cast  from  a boat  has  increasing  attrac- 
tions. Yet  I believe  my  general  verdict  would 
coincide  with  that  of  the  majority  of  fly-fishers, 
that  charming  as  the  “ Pool  ” may  be  in  certain 
moods  and  under  certain  conditions, the “ Stream” 
has  yet  greater  and  more  varied  attractions.  But 
anglers  must  not  forget  that  the  conditions  of 
their  sport  are  rapidly  changing,  save  in  some 
favoured  mountain  regions,  and  that  the  pool  is 
pretty  sure  to  wax  while  the  stream  too  certainly 
wanes.  It  is  to  this  change — to  its  causes  and 
effects,  and. to  the  way  in  which  both  may  be 
wisely  dealt  with — that  I wish  to  invite  the  atten- 
tion of  practical  anglers. 

That  the  majority  of  our  English  streams  are 
steadily  diminishing  in  volume  is  a fact  which 
those  who  most  regret  it  will  be  least  inclined 
to  deny.  Improved  drainage  reduces  the  duration 
of  a spate,  and  dismisses  to  seaward  in  a day  or 
two  the  copious  rainfall,  which  sixty  years  since 
would  have  kept  the  water  bank  high  for  a week. 
The  tapping  of  springs,  again,  in  aid  of  manu- 
facttires  or  of  local  supply,  acts  very  unfavour- 
ably, especially  on  those  nurseries  of  the  best 
trout,  our  chalk  streams.  We  read  frequently 
of  the  success  of  some  deep  artesian  boring,  and 
too  often  forget  that  the  water  thus  obtained 
goes  to  lower  permanently  the  flow  of  some 
lovely  brook.  The  Naiad  “ weeps  her  impoverish’d 
urn  all  summer  long”;  the  fly-fisher  mourns  over 
fishless  shallows,  and  redds  deserted.  I could 
tell  a sad  tale  of  miles  on  miles  of  watercourses 
now  almost  dry,  whence  I rarely  failed  to  fill  my 
creel  in  “ the  days  that  are  no  more.”  The  miller, 
too,  in  these  days  of  agricultural  depression,  has 
become  an  important  personage,  whom  his  land- 
lord, however  well  affected  tow&rdsihe salmonidas, 
can  ill  afford  to  thwart  or  overrule.  He  sways 
the  destinies  of  the  stream,  a, nd,  like  the  Crane  of 
the  Cranstouns,  says  to  the  fly-fisher  in  search  of 
a cast,  “Thou  shalt  want  ere  I want.”  How 
many  winding  brooks  do  we  see,  even  in  well- 
watered  Devon,  reduced  to  a mere  thread  of  fish- 
less water,  while  the  straight  cut  of  the  mill 
race  keeps  its  mocking  fulness.  How  many 
attempts  made  by  lessees  of  trout  streams  to 
improve  the  fishing  by  holding  up  the  water  here 
and  there  are  battled  by  the  molendinary 
potentate,  who  objects  on  the  ground  of  possible 
and  sometimes  purely  imaginary  interference 
with  his  rights  ! Still  there  is  occasional  com- 
pensation in  the  well-fed  fish  to  be  found  in 
the  mill-tail  and  the  reach  immediately  below  it. 
But  what  amends  can  be  hoped  for  when  the 
water  supply  is  not  merely  diverted,  for  better 
for  worse,  but  fatally  polluted  by  manufactur- 
ing greed  or  municipal  negligence:'  On  the 
wrongs  thus  inflicted,  by  evading  or  ignoring  the 
law,  not  merely  on  the  fraternity  of  anglers,  but 
on  the  whole  population  along  the  course  of  what 
ought  to  be  a clear  stream,  I need  not  pause  to 
dwell  in  detail.  I trust,  however,  that  some 
enei’getic  readers  of  the  Fishing  Ga^.ette  will  fill 
up  the  outline  of  my  argument  by  directing 


public  indignation  against  some  of  the  offenders, 
whether  individuals  or  responsible  bodies,  to 
whom  the  worst  cases  of  ]>ollution  are  due.  I 
must  be  content  with  pointing  out  the  effect  of 
this  evil,  in  conjunction  with  others  already 
mentioned,  in  reducing  the  advantage  which 
“ stream  ” has  hitherto  held  over  “ pool  ” in  the 
general  estimation  of  AValtonians. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  may  fairly  anticijjate 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  large  “ pools  ” 
available  for  fly-fishing.  The  increasing  popu- 
lation of  our  great  towns — an  increase  which  we 
may  regret,  but  may  well  despair  of  checking — 
demands  a larger  and  better  water  supply  just  at 
the  time  when  that  derivable  from  our  rivers  is, 
as  I have  shown,  generally  tending  to  become 
less  and  worse.  Extensive  reservoirs,  fed, 
perhaps,  from  some  high-lying  lake,  but  more 
probably  by  a confluence  of  streams  into  an 
artificial  basin,  will  be  required  to  meet  the 
demand.  We  cannot  expect  these  to  be  on  the 
grand  scale  of  the  A^yrnwy  Lake,  but  they  will  be 
valuable  fish  preserves,  especially  for  trout,  if 
judiciously  stocked.  I have  seen  wonderful 
results  attained  on  sundry  pools  from  three  to 
thirty  acres  in  extent,  formed  merely  by  damming 
up  a petty  brook  at  the  lower  end  of  some 
natural  hollow.  In  several  of  these  I never  took 
a fish  under  a pound  in  weight,  while  they 
frequently  ran  to  21b.  or  31b.  And  it  is,  I think, 
specially  worth  the  notice  of  pisciculturists  that 
in  all  these  cases  the  original  stock  which  in  a 
few  years  of  the  “pool  ” attained  such  exceptional 
weight,  accompanied  by  great  excellence  of  colour 
and  condition,  were  merely  the  troutlets  of  the 
petty  “ stream,”  which  had  been  judiciously 
expanded  for  their  benefit.  It  is  thus  abundantly 
clear  that  the  increased  extent  and  depth  of  water 
in  which  these  small  fish  found  their  new  feeding- 
grounds,  caused  an  immediate  and  rapid  improve- 
ment in  their  size  and  quality.  The  same  lesson 
may  be  learned  by  comparing  the  average  weight 
of  the  trout  in  the  shallow  head-waters  of  any 
good  river  with  that  which  they  attain  lower 
down  in  its  course  when  it  has  increased  in 
width  and  volume.  The  breed  is  the  same, 
though  the  changes  in  the  channel  produce  local 
varieties,  but  the  improved  feed  tells  on  their 
bulk  and  condition. 

But  the  operation  of  this  law  is  more  obvious 
in  the  pool  than  in  the  stream;  and,  as  both 
natural  lakes  and  reservoirs  are  sure  in  the 
coming  year  to  receive  increased  attention  and 
to  be  stocked  or  re-stocked  as  the  case  may  be 
fromsome  of  our  admirable  fish-breeding  establish- 
ments, the  question  of  the  sort  of  stock  desirable 
in  each  case  requires,  I think,  to  be  more  care- 
fully studied  than  it  yet  has  been.  Writing 
always  under  correction  of  more  experienced 
observers,  I venture  to  say  that  too  much  stress 
seems  to  be  laid  on  stocking  with  the  finest 
varieties  of  salmonidx.  I know  that  in  a newly- 
formed  pool  small  burn  trout  will  in  a few  years 
attain  to  noble  dimensions,  and  become,  in  fact, 
all  that  anglers  or  gourmet  could  desire.  I doubt 
whether  the  choicest  lake  breed  would  in  the 
like  case  do  as  well.  Their  superiority  is  the  result 
of  high  feeding  maintained  for  many  generations, 
and  little  likely  to  be  equalled  in  their  new 
quarters.  If  an  improved  dietary  produces  a 
crescendo  movement,  a reduced  one  must  surely 
tend  to  a diminuendo.  ' 

When  it  is  thought  advisable  to  re-stock  a lake 
or  pool,  which  has  fallen  off  in  the  quantity  or 
quality  of  its  trout,  the  question  becomes  more 
complicated.  The  mere  crossing  of  the  local 
breed  may  of  itself  be  beneficial,  and  especially 
so  when  the  new  strain  is  superior  to  that  with 
which  it  is  to  mingle.  But  still  the  sufficiency 
of  the  feed  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  new 
stock  will  be  the  ruling  consideration.  It  can 
never  be  safe  to  reckon  on  their  doing  well  on 
scantier  or  poorer  diet  than  they  and  their  finned 
ancestry  have  been  reared  on.  And  this  caution 
will  hold  good  in  re-stocking  the  stream  as  well 
as  the  pool.  Many  anglers,  I fear,  will  regard 
me  as  a dangerous  heretic,  because  I am  not 
sanguine  as  to  the  improvement  generally  attain- 
able by  the  introduction  of  Sahno  levenensis  into 
new  waters.  Of  course  it  is  pleasant  to  see  so 
fine  a variety  multiplied  by  artificial  breeding, 
and  I believe  that,  if  they  be  liberally  fed  in 
ponds  well  freshened  by  a running  stream,  they 
will  pay  well  in  the  fish  market.  But  I fear  that 
they  will  degenerate  in  most  of  the  lakes  and 


nearly  all  of  the  rivers  into  which  zealous 
pisciculturists  may  introduce  them.  AVhat- 
ever  their  remoter  ancestry  may  have  been 
— and  I confess  myself  little  inclined  to 
regard  them  as  the  descendants  of  land-locked 
sea-trout  — the  Loch  Leven  fish  of  to-day  owe 
their  high  quality  to  a two-fold  diet  of  mollusca 
and  of  flies  (chiefly  ephemera)  enjoyed  in  great 
abundance  for  many  generations.  If  they  can  be 
turned  into  a large  water  where  they  will  find 
plenty  of  similar  food,  they  will  doubtless  “ show 
the  mettle  of  their  pasture,”  and  continue  to  be 
first-rate  fish  for  sport  or  for  the  table ; but 
otherwise  I should  have  better  hopes  from  stock 
of  a less  distinguished  race.  I am  inclined  to 
think  that  S.  levenensis  might  be  judiciously 
used  in  re-stocking  Llyn  Elsi,  a high-lying  tarn 
on  the  hillside  about  two  miles  from  Bettws-y- 
Coed.  The  trout  of  this  lake  when  I first  knew 
it  were  beyond  comparison  the  best  I ever  tasted 
in  AVales,  and  when  at  their  full  size  redder  than 
any  salmon.  They  w'ere  peculiar  in  shape  and  hue, 
being  veiy  cylindrical  in  form — nearly  as  thick 
as  deep— and  richly  mottled  rather  than  spotted. 
Their  appearance  and  their  habitat  strongly 
suggested  the  “two-fold  diet”  above  noticed. 
The  biggest  specimen  I ever  saw  weighed  nearly 
41b. ; those  taken  with  the  fly  would  average 
about  a pound.  But  year  by  year  this  beautiful 
water  was  over  fished,  and  its  secluded  position 
rendered  it  particularly  liable  to  be  poached  with 
the  night-line.  Of  its  recent  history  I know 
nothing,  but  had  its  palmy  days  returned  it 
would  surely  have  figured  in  the  F.  G. 

The  working  out  of  mines  ought  to  afford 
great  room  for  experiments  in  re-stocking  streams 
as  well  as  pools.  The  re-publication  (after  forty- 
four  years)  of  Mr.  Beever’s  “ Practical  Fly- 
fishing ” is  calling  attention  to  the  sad  havoc 
which  mines — and  I fear  we  must  add  miners — 
have  wrought  in  the  Lake  Country  since  that 
skilful  angler  pitched  his  tent  at  Coniston. 
Something,  I beliere,  is  already  doing,  but  more 
yet  remains  to  be  done.  In  Cornwall  and  Devon, 
again,  many  mines  (chiefly,  I think,  of  lead)  have 
been  abandoned,  after  destroying  the  breed  of 
trout  in  the  streams  which  received  their 
washings.  These  streams — some  of  them  on 
beautiful  Dartmoor — call  aloud  for  re-stocking. 
Here  and  there  you  have  a reach  of  water 
where  the  vitality  of  the  trout  withstand.'^; 
the  poison  of  the  mine  - washings,  though 
not  without  detriment  to  fish  and  hindrance 
to  the  fly-fisher.  I remember  forty-five  years 
ago  a similar  state  of  things  in  that 
noble  river  the  Tees.  The  “ hushes  ” wash- 
ings of  lead  ore  were  frequent  and  at 
irregular  intervals.  For  two  successive  years  I 
was  a summer  visitor  at  Barnard  Castle,  and 
was  most  provokingly  unlucky  in  encountering 
these  “ hushes  ” on  certainly  one  half  of  what  I 
meant  to  be  fishing  days.  As  I strode  down 
to  the  stream  on  a promising  day,  high  in 
hope,  I was  too  often  met  by  some  local  fly- 
fisher  with  the  unwelcome,  though  friendly 
laconism,  “T’  ’ushint’  Tees.”  The  three  syllables 
implied  that  not  a trout  would  rise  that  day, 
the  whole  finny  population  having  retired  to 
sulk  under  stones  in  the  deepest  holes  they  could 
find.  The  nuisance,  however,  was  limited  in  its 
range ; a few  miles  below  Barnard  Castle  the 
cool,  clear  gush  of  the  Greta  came  to  refresh 
the  polluted  waters  of  the  Tees,  and  below 
Rokeby  the  fly  gradually  resumed  its  sway.  I 
have  never  revisited  Teesdale,  save  in  my 
dreams,  and  know  not  the  recent  history  of  the 
“ hushes  ”;  but  if  the  lead  mines  have  been 
abandoned,  the  river  has  of  course  gained  in 
attraction.  It  always  had  no  common  charms 
either  for  the  angler  or  the  artist,  and  in  its 
higher  and  wilder  reaches,  where  it  comes 
“ Thundering  down  Cauldron  and  High  Force,” 
offers  a rich  reward  to  the  bold  explorer.  But  I am 
indulging  in  a wide  discussion,  I must  return  to 
my  many-sided  theme,  the  stocking  and  re-stock- 
ingot  pools. 


“ Scribner’ .s  Magazine”  for  July,  which,  by  the 
way,  is  a most  interesting  number,  contains  a 
delightful  article  by  Henry  A"an  Dyke,  entitled 
“ Trout  Pishing  in  the  Traun  ” (illustrated  with 
six  beautiful  engravings),  and  anglers  would  do 
well  to  secure  a copy. 
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JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAY. 


TifE  old  paw  that  “ Accidents  will  happen  in  the  best 
regulated  families  ” may  bo  a true  one,  hut  it  is  worn  out. 
A much  bettor  lino  on  the  copy-books  (we  offer  the 
suggestion  gratuitously  to  Mr.  Jackson)  would  be  “Acci- 
dents should  be  provided  against.”  The  list  of  disasters 
it  was  our  melancholy  duty  to  chronicle  last  week  should 
cause  the  contemplative  angler  to  pause  and  reflect.  It 
is  just  possible  that  Mr.  Tattersall,  who  was  a good 
swimmer,  but  whose  death  was  attributed  to  his  being 
hampered  with  his  creel,  may  never  have  heard  of 
“Tod’s  Safety  Buckle.”  Readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
have  no  such  excuse. 

The  poor  man  who  was  drowned  in  about  2ft.  of  water 
at  Pulborough  on  the  16th  may  not  have  been  able  to 
prevent  the  sad  occurrence,  but  as  an  affiliated  member 
of  a London  angling  club  he  surely  could  not  have 
pleaded  ignorance  of  the  existence  of  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society  ! How  many  thousands  of  anglers 
there  are  who  are  eligible,  for  the  modest  sum  of  one 
shilling  and  one  penny  per  year,  to  become  enrolled 
under  the  banners  of  this  admirable  society,  who  yet 
persistently  and  wilfully  hold  aloof.  “ ‘ Charity  ’ is  not 
in  my  line,”  was  the  remark  overheard  in  a London 
club  recently  by  the  writer.  The  speaker  was  correct. 
No  deed  of  charity  ever  troiMed  him  ; but  he  was 
sorely  troubled  when,  in  great  distress,  he  applied  for, 
and  was  naturally  refused  (being  a non-subscriber),  the 
bounty  of  the  A.B.S. 

****** 

The  Skegness  fatality  may  not  have  been  preventible ; 
but  the  sufferings  of  the  bereaved  wi^es  and  families 
would  have  been  considerably  alleviated  had  the 
deceased  taken  the  ordinary  precautions  to  insure  their 
lives  to  the  extent  of  their  means.  We  are  all  wise 
after  the  event.  What  sane  man  would  neglect  to 
insure  his  goods  and  chattels  against  fire?  What 
reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  would  care  to  throw  away 
the  opportunity  of  securing  to  his  relatives  or  friends 
ifilOO  in  case  of  death  by  drowning  or  railway  accident, 
which  the  proprietors  of  that  paper  have  placed  within 
the  reach  of  all  ? 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

In  another  column  will  be  found  an  announcement  of 
a luncheon  at  Broxbourne,  to  take  place  on  August  9,  in 
commemoration  of  the  Tercentenary  of  Izaak  Walton. 
The  tickets  are  fixed  at  the  low  charge  of  3s.  each,  and 
it  is  hoped  the  event  will  pass  off  pleasantly  and 
successfully.  Several  well-known  anglers  have  signified 
their  intention  of  being  present,  amongst  them  being 
Mr.  T.  Crumplen  (“Old  Izaak”).  Applications  for 
tickets  should  be  made  as  early  as  possible. 

******* 

F The  monster  pike  which  was  recently  on  view  at  the 
Aquarium  Exhibition,  has  been  “ set  up,”  and  will  adorn 
the  walls  of  the  luncheon-room  at  Mrs.  Beningfield’s, 
the  Crown  Hotel,  Broxbourne,  on  August  9.  Visitors 
will  also  be  able  to  view  the  deformed  specimen,  which 
has  been  kindly  lent  for  the  occasion  by  Mr.  E.  B. 
Marston. 

****** 

Hull  v.  Sheffield. — In  consequence  of  the  pre- 
ponderance of  Sheffield  anglers  in  the  successful  list  at 
the  All-England  match  at  Brigg,  on  Monday,  a contest 
is  being  arranged  between  ten  Hull  anglers  and  ten 
Sheffield  anglers  for  .£10  a side,  to  come  off  at  Brigg  in 
about  three  weeks.  Mr.  Durden  selects  the  Third  Port 
men,  and  Mr.  Tom  Robinson  the  Sheffielders. 

****** 

We  extract  the  following  from  Scribner’s  Magazine 
for  July:  “The  Yankee’s  antipathy  to  work  has  never 
yet  been  adequately  appreciated.  He  is  in  a state  of 
perpetual  insurrection  against  the  primal  curse.  He 
feels  that  he  was  born  to  sit  on  the  fence  and  whittle  in 
the  sunshine,  and  he  is  against  every  apparent  necessity 
that  would  compel  him  to  forego  the  serene  pleasures  of 
a purely  contemplative  existence.  He  recognises,  to  be 
sure,  that  work  has  got  to  be  done.  No  one  has  a more 
vivid  realisation  of  that.  But  the  consciousness  of  the 
need  of  getting  things  done  does  not  impel  him  to  take 
his  coat  off  and  do  them,  so  much  as  to  contrive  some 
way  of  accomplishing  ends  without  working.  The 
crudest,  simplest  way  of  doing  that  is  to  get  rich 
enough  to  hire  labour.  Accordingly  the  Yankee  does 
try  to  get  rich,  and  does  not  try  in  vain.  It  is  not  that 
he  loves  money  so  much,  and  desires  to  possess  it,  as 
that  he  loves  labour  so  little.  - 

****** 

“ But  to  get  rich  is  only  an  indirect  way  of  beating 
the  tyrant.  The  Yankee  would  rather  abolish  work 
than  elude  it.  If  he  can  get  it  done  without  human 
intervention  at  all,  he  likes  that  best ; and  if  he  cannot 
•wholly  eliminate  human  intervention,  he  wants  to 
reduce  it  to  its  lowest  possible  limit.  When  be  gets 
matters  fixed  so  that  the  work  is  done  with  very  little 
intermeddling,  he  is  willing  to  sit  by  and  supervise  the 
process.  He  will  pull  a lever  and  turn  a cock  now  and 
then  without  much  complaint,  if  so  be  that  he  can 
ruminate  and  whittle  between  times.  It  is  not  that  he 
is  lazy.  His  name  is  a synonyme  for  energy  and 
perseverance.  But  to  make  things  work  together  for 
the  automatic  accomplishment  of  labour,  and  to  sit  by 
and  see  that  they  work  right — that  is  the  Yankee  idea 
of  the  mission  of  man.” 

**#**« 

The  members  of  the  Phoenix  have  no  occasion  to 
complain  of  poor  shows.  On  the  23rd,  Mr.  Elbourn  had 
441b.  of  bream — amongst  them  one  of  41b.,  two  41b.  6oz., 
one  of  41b.  lloz.,  and  one  of  51b.  8oz.  Mr.  Carr,  out  of 
331b.  9oz.,  had  a roach  11b.  12]oz. 


On  the  23rd  inst.,  951b.  5oz.  of  fish  wore  registered  by 
the  membdrs  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society, 
amongst  them  being  a bream  of  41b.  3‘fOZ.,  and  several 
of  lOJoz. 

****** 

The  annual  summer  river  trip  of  the  committee  and 
friends  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society, 
took  place  on  Tuesday  last,  July  25.  Mr.  Alfred 
Nuthall  presided  at  the  dinner  at  the  Castle  Hotel 
(which  was  a great  success),  and  to  which  nearly  fifty 
guests  sat  down. 

****** 

On  Friday  evening,  August  4,  a meeting  will  take 
place  at  the  Citizen,  70,  Houndsditch,  to  discuss  the 
arrangements  for  the  match  “ London  v.  Sheffield.”  All 
interested  are  requested  to  attend  at  9 p.m.  sharp. 
****** 

Anglers  will  bo  pleased  to  hear  that  Mr.  Williams 
(of  the  Silver  Trout)  is  progressing  favourably. 

****** 

At  the  South  London  United  competition  on  July  23, 
the  following  were  the  winners  : Mr.  Scott  (111b.  10-Ioz.), 
first ; Mr.  R.  Dodson  (71b.  14Joz.),  second ; Mr.  Glass 
(41b.  7oz.),  third;  Mr.  H.  Scutt,  fourth;  Mr.  J.  Randall, 
fifth  ; Mr.  J.  Wright  (president  of  the  List),  sixth. 

A GIGANTIC  competition  will  take  place  in  the  Slough 
Canal,  on  August  13,  for  a large  number  of  valuable 
prizes  ; two  rods  allowed  ; all  fish  to  weigh-in  bar  jack 
and  eels.  Competitors  leave  London  by  the  first  down 
train  on  the  13th  after  8 a.m.  No  live  bait  to  be  used. 
The  anglers  will  be  started  by  signal,  and  fishing  to 
cease  at  7 p.m. ; entrance  fee  Is.  All  the  surplus  money 
left  over,  after  the  postage,  printing,  &c.,  is  paid,  will 
be  given  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  our  brother 
anglers  who  perished  in  the  recent  Skegness  disaster. 
This  competition  is  open  to  members  holding  Anglers’ 
Association  tickets,  which  must  be  produced  on  entering 
their  names.  Tickets  may  be  obtained  of  Mr.  E.  Cook, 
Slough  ; Mr.  J.  W.  Harris,  Western  District  Visiting 
Officer;  and  of  the  hon.  sec.,  B.  Abrahams,  25,  Silver- 
street,  Netting  Hill  Gate. 

****** 

An  experience  happened  to  one  of  the  Juniors  a few 
days  ago.  When  he  landed  a dace  from  the  Thames  his 
fly  had  not  been  taken  by  the  fish,  but  had  caught  in  a 
piece  of  a gut  cast  which  was  hanging  from  a fly  firmly 
embedded  in  the  jaws  of  the  fish,  that  some  unlucky  fly- 
fisher  had  lost. 

* * * « * « 

It  is  said  the  Earl  of  Tankerville,  while  angling  in  the 
River  Till,  using  worms  as  bait  on  Stewart  tackle, 
hooked  a trout,  and  the  gut  breaking,  put  in  another 
tackle,  hooked  a fish  again,  and  broke,  and  again  renew  ei 
the  tackle.  A third  time  he  hooked,  and  this  time 
landed,  when  to  his  astonishment  he  found  the  three 
tackles  of  nine  hooks  in  all  in  the  month  of  the  same  fish. 
****** 

Several  correspondents  who  have  recently  fished 
March  give  very  poor  accounts  of  the  sport  to  be 
obtained  there  at  present,  the  fish  which  fall  to  the 
fair  angler’s  lot  being  all  very  considerably  undersized. 
They  have  it  on  good  authority  that  over  eight  hundred- 
weight of  fish  had  been  netted  out  of  the  waters  one  day 
last  week.  From  what  we  can  gather,  certain  men  pay 
for  the  “ right  ” to  net  the  river  ; and  they  do  it  with  a 
vengeance — taking  care  to  use  a very  small 

Dragnet. 


AUGUST  BANK  HOLIDAY  ON  THE  CONTINENT. 

The  new  route  rid  Harwich  and  the  Hook  of  Holland 
offers  exceptional  facilities  to  passengers  who  wish  to 
visit  Holland  for  a few  days.  Holiday-makers  leaving 
London  any  evening,  Sundays  included,  reach  Amster- 
dam, The  Hague,  Scheveningen,  and  other  Dutch  towns 
the  following  morning,  and  the  service  is  the  same  for 
the  return  journey.  Return  and  tourist  tickets  are 
issued  at  low  fares. 

Cheap  tours  have  also  been  arranged  by  the  Harwich- 
Antwerp  route,  enabling  tourists  to  visit  Belgium  and 
the  Grand  Duchy  of  Luxemburg,  including  Antwerp, 
Brussels,  Li^ge,  Spa,  Dinant,  and  the  hitherto  little- 
visited  picturesque  valleys  and  interesting  old  towns  of 
the  Grand  Duchy.  Passengers  leaving  on  Friday  or 
Saturday,  August  4 or  5,  reach  the  Ardennes  the  next 
afternoon,  returning  on  Monday  in  time  to  reach  their 
homes  early  on  Tuesday. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  offers,  in  con- 
junction with  the  General  Steam  Navigation  Company, 
trips  to  Hamburg.  Passengers  will  leave  Liverpool- 
street  Station  at  8 p.m.  on  Wednesday,  August  2,  or 
Saturday,  August  5. 


Fish-Ponds. — Fish-ponds  should  not  be  made  too 
deep  ; with  the  exception  of  a few  deep  holes,  to  which 
the  fish  like  to  retire  at  times,  the  best  fish-ponds  are 
generally  shallow.  In  comparatively  shallow  ponds  fish 
find  a greater  quantity  of  the  insects  and  larvse  on  which 
they  love  to  feed  than  they  do  in  deep  waters  ; and  many 
of  the  aquatic  plants  which  they  prefer— such  as  those 
of  the  ranunculus  and  potamageton  tribes — do  better  in 
water  that  is  not  too  deep.  Rushes  and  reed.s  should 
also  be  encouraged  in  fish-ponds,  as  the  fish  like  them, 
not  only  for  shelter,  but  chiefly  for  depositing  thrir  eggs 
thereupon  in  spawning-time.  Some  authorities  recom- 
mend that  osiers  should  be  planted  round  the  ponds ; 
but  on  this  question,  and  also  on  another  closely  allied 
to  it — namely,  whether  trees  should  be  allowed  on  the 
margin  of  fish-ponds — there  are  considerable  differences 
of  oinnion. 


GROUND  BAIT. 


Many  a strong-headed  angler  has  weak  ideas. 


The  right  kind  of  angler  always  learns  something 
worth  knowing  from  a mistake. 


Bees  in  the  Arctic  regions  have  no  stings,  because  no 
one  ever  thinks  of  sitting  down  on  an  iceberg  for  a ipiiet 
bit  of  roach  fishing.  ____ 

“ Saw  a man  git  a good  bite  the  other  day.”  “ Did 
yer?  Wheer  was  that?”  “Agin  our  factory.  The 
bulldog  got  at  ’im.”  ____ 

Mrs.  Wrangle  : “ If  you  keep  on  staying  out  so  late 
at  your  fishing  club  you’ll  kill  yourself.”  Mr.  Wrangle  : 
“ Then  I’ll  still  be  your  late  husband.” 


He  : “ I’m  going  to  our  annual  fishing  club  supper  to- 
night, love.”  She;  “ But  surely  not  in  a dress  suit?” 
“ Of  course  ; why  not?  ” “ It  will  look  so  out  of  place 

to  come  home  in  it  in  broad  daylight.” 


“Jimmie,  didn’t  I tell  you  I would  whip  you  next 
time  you  ran  away  to  go  fishing  while  the  water  is  so 
deep  ? ” “ I wasn’t  goin’  to  do  no  fishin’.  I was  just  a 

goin’  to  carry  bait,  and  go  in  swimmin’  ! ” 


Wife  : “ Do  these  new  fishing  boots  hurt  you  when 
you  have  them  on?”  Angling  Husband  : “Oh,  no; 
they  hurt  me  when  I’m  in  bed  : when  I have  my  slippers 
on  ; and  when  I take  a bath.  Anything  else  ? ” 


Visitor  ; “ Where  are  the  silver  fish  you  had  in  your 
aquarium  ? ” Mrs.  .Jones  : “ They  are  dead.  I hired  a 
greenhorn  of  a servant,  and  because  I told  her  to  scour 
all  the  silver  ware  she  scoured  the  silver  fish  too. 


“ Gracious  ! ” said  a student,  as  he  mopped  his  brow ; 
“ it’s  too  warm  to  work.”  Then  he  threw  down  his  pen, 
went  out,  pulled  his  punt  four  miles  up  the  river,  sat 
fishing  in  a blazing  sun  for  six  hours,  and  pulled  four 
miles  back  home.  


Guard  of  train:  “What  has  happened?  Why  did 
you  pull  the  bell-cord?  ” Angler  : “ My  gentle-box  fell 
out  of  the  window.”  Guard  : “ And  for  such  a trifle  you 
stop  the  train  ? ” Angler  : “ Trifle  ! You  ought  to  see 
what  beautiful  gentles  they  are  ! ” 


With  a forty-shilling  rod  and  a ten-shilling  reel, 

And  a five-shilling  line  and  a ten-shilling  creel, 

A book  full  of  one-shilling  and  two-shilling  flies. 

Away  with  his  forty-shilling  ticket  he  hies. 

Thus  he  spends  one  hundred  shillings  ere  he  starts  out, 
and  returns 

In  a week  with  ten  pennyworth  of  trout,  and  the ■. 


A Fipeshire  fisherman,  in  whose  house  there  was 
neither  watch  nor  clock,  got  out  of  his  bed  one  morning, 
but  did  not  know  the  time.  Accordingly  he  went  to  the 
door  in  his  nightshirt,  and  looked  out,  to  see  if,  from  the 
appfarance  of  things  round,  he  could  discover  the  hour 
of  the  morning.  While  standing  in  this  state  a fellow 
fisherman  came  past,  hurrying  away  to  begin  the 
labours  of  the  day.  Having  learned  from  him  that  it 
was  half-past  five,  he  exclaimed  : “ Ods,  then,  I maun 
gang  aiva’  in  an’  rise.” 

Some  years  ago  an  angler  dropped  his  fly-book  under 
the  table  while  playing  cards  at  the  inn  with  some 
gentlemen  farmers.  He  did  not  discover  his  loss  until 
he  was  going  to  bed,  when,  on  returning  to  the  room 
where  he  had  been  playing,  he  was  met  by  the  waiter, 
who  said  : 

“I  know  what  you  want,  sir;  you  have  lost  some- 
thing ? ” 

“ Yes  ; I have  lost  my  fly-book.” 

“ Well,  sir,  I have  found  it;  and  here  it  is.” 

“ Thanks,  my  good  lad  ; here’s  a half-crown  for  you.” 
“ No,  sir,  I want  no  reward  for  being  honest ; but  ” — • 
(looking  at  him  with  a knowing  grin) — “ wasn’t  it  lucky 
none  of  the  gentlemen  found  it  ? ” 


Sardines  are  caught  in  large  numbers  off  the  coast  of 
Brittany. 

Tench  seldom  attain  a greater  weight  in  this  country 
than  seven  or  eight  pounds,  though  in  Italy,  it  is  stated, 
they  sometimes  grow  to  twenty  pounds.  The  usual 
weight  of  tench  in  small  ponds  is  from  two  to  three 
pounds  ; and  this  average  is  attained  only  in  favourable 
circumstances  as  regards  water. 

We  have  not  yet  done  with  the  famous  carp  of  Fon- 
tainebleau. There  is  to  be,  we  are  told,  a “Feast 
of  Carp,”  at  which  the  fish  are  not  to  be  eaten,  but 
simply  to  have  rings  inserted  in  their  noses,  and  to  be 
put  back  into  their  native  element.  An  army-surgeon 
has  now  been  experimenting  on  two  ill-fated  carp,  which 
have  received  silver  rings  without  any  apparent  detri- 
ment to  iheir  skins  or  fheir  digestion.  In  the  meantime 
numerous  offers  of  jewelled  rings  for  the  adornment  of 
the  nasal  prominences  of  the  carp  have  been  received 
from  Parisian  ladies  who  have  nothing  better  to  do  with 
their  money.  The  fete  is  looked  forward  to  with  the 
greatest  interest,  and  the  carp  will  be  put  into  the  water 
to  the  sound  of  tabor,  trumpet,  and  kettledrum,  the 
whole  ceremony  being  enough  to  frighten  any  ordinary 
fish  to  death.  The  adventures  of  the  carp  on  land  may 
not,  however,  end  with  the  fetes. 
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FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 


IPcovincial  IFlotes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

A committee  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Angling 
Association  was  held  on  Saturday  at  the  Drawbridge 
Hotel,  Bristol.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting 
were  read  and  confirmed,  after  which  the  balance  sheet 
and  auditors’  report  were  taken.  The  report  was  in 
every  way  satisfactory.  Mr.  Coles  gave  in  a report  of 
his  visit  to  the  Oxford  Association.  It  was  decided  not 
to  hold  anymore  contests  for  prizes  purchased  by  the 
funds  of  the  association.  The  question  of  holding  all 
the  association  meetings  at  one  jiarticular  centre,  easy 
of  access  to  all  associations  concerned,  was  discussed. 
The  Severn  and  Avon  reports  were  received  and  adopted. 
Correspondence  was  read  from  the  railway  companies, 
and  reports  given  in  by  the  secretary  and  president, 
which  went  to  show  that  the  Wolverhampton  and  Oxford 
stations  were  having  the  fares  affixed  by  the  L.  and  N.  W . 
and  G.W.R.  Companies.  Application  from  associations 
wishing  to  join  the  P.A.A.  were  read,  after  which  a vote 
of  thanks  to  the  president,  vice-president,  and  the 
Bristol  Association,  brought  the  meeting  to  a close. 

A special  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association  was  held  on  .Inly  20.  The  report  of  the 
Pershore  visit  was  given  in  by  Messrs.  Coles  and  White, 
and  went  to  show  that  the  River  Avon  in  this  vicinity  was 
in  every  way  suitable  for  the  requirements  for  the  contest 
to  be  held  upon  a large  scale,  both  sides  of  the  river 
could  be  utilised;  tents  for  refreshments,  &c.,  will  be 
provided.  The  contest  will  be  fished  from  Pershore 
Weir,  down  sti'eam  towards  Defford.  The  resignation 
of  the  vice-pre.sident  was  next  proceeded  with,  when, 
after  a lengthy  discussion,  Mr.  Dance  was  prevailed 
upon  to  continue  in  office  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

I am  pleased  to  see  that  Mr.  Wood,  of  the  Twyning 
Fleet  Inn,  has  put  matters  right  respecting  the  fishing 
of  the  River  Avon  near  to  his  house,  and  that  a repetition 
of  what  occurred  to  the  Bellbarn  Club  will  not  take 
place  again.  On  July  23,  the  Tenby  Society  fished  their 
annual  contest  at  Mr.  Wood’s  water,  and  it  was  in  every 
way  a success.  The  contest  lasted  three  hours  ; Mr. 
Ashmore,  first;  Mr.  Smith,  second  ; Mr.  C.  Wainwright, 
third.  The  prizes  will  be  distributed  at  the  next 
general  meeting. 

Some  grand  bream  were  taken  from  the  Avon  at 
Twyning  Fleet  on  Monday  last. 

A committee  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association  will  be  held  on  Thursday  evening  next. 


FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Most  of  the  rivers  in  this  district  are  now  in  improved 
condition  for  angling.  In  Keswick  and  neighbourhood 
there  have  been  some  good  panniers  of  trout,  amongst 
the  most  successful  being  Messrs.  Thwaite,  Musgrave, 
and  Edgar,  and  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Heelis.  Cockermouth 
anglers  have  not  been  behindhand  amongst  the  sea  and 
grey  trout,  while  Mr.  J.  Benson  succeeded  in  landing, 
last  week,  a 151b.  salmon ; Mr.  J.  Vickers,  3|lb,  lake- 
trout ; Messrs.  R.  Benson  and  J.  Fearon,  sea-trout,  31b. 
and  11b.  respectively;  and  Mr.  Troughear,  whiting 
and  two  trout ; Mr.  J.  Pollock  has  accounted  for  seven 
sea-trout  and  five  trout ; Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  E.  Casson, 
and  Mr.  C.  W.  Watson  (Kendal),  each  a number  during 
the  past  few  days,  including  sea-trout,  with  which  the 
Cocker  is  now  swarming  ; there  are  also  some  newly-run 
salmon  up.  In  the  Orton  district  sport  is  reported  as 
poor;  but  on  the  Lune,  at  Tebay,  matters  are  better, 
and  good  baskets  have  been  obtained  by  numerous  rods, 
chiefly  with  worm.  A few  fish  have  been  taken  with 
minnow  on  other  streams,  while  fly-fishers  find  the 
Corncrake  or  Dark  Snipe  with  orange  body  the  most 
killing  casts.  A few  perch,  eels,  and  pike  have  been 
secured  in  the  Kendal  canal  by  natives  and  visitors, 
amongst  the  latter  being  some  gentlemen  from  Bolton, 
Lancashire.  


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

On  the  21st  inst.,  the  board  of  management  of  the 
Worsley  Canal  Fishery  held  a meeting  at  the  Crown 
Hotel,  Manchester,  Mr.  R.  Burn,  the  president,  in  the 
chair.  Intending  competitors  should  note  that  the  rule 
restricting  the  size  of  fish  is  rescinded,  and  now  every- 
one who  takes  part  in  the  great  match  on  Sept.  2 must  have 
a bait-can  to  keep  undersized  fish  alive  until  after  being 
weighed.  It  was  also  decided  to  establish  a club 
championship  for  clubs  who  can  fish  at  least  one 
competition  in  the  fishery  during  the  season. 

On  the  same  day,  and  at  the  same  place,  the 
Manchester  centre  of  the  N.A.A.  held  a meeting  for  the 
disposal  of  general  business.  The  Manchester  Distriet 
Anglers’  Association  general  meeting  was  held  on  the 
20th  inst.,  Mr.  J.  Pendrigh  occupying  the  chair.  The 
agenda  was  heavy,  and  of  great  importance,  including  a 
revision  of  the  rules. 

The  Moston  anglers  succeeded  in  finding  winners  for 
six  prizes  on  Saturday  last  in  a match  fished  in  the 
Worsley  canal.  This  is  a young  society,  but  is  pro- 
gressing favourably.  The  following  list  is  in  order  of 
merit : R.  England,  H.  Woodcock,  J.  Aspinall,  S.  Moore, 
J.  Beresford,  W.  Whittaker.  Sport  has  hardly  been  so 
good  during  the  past  few  days,  the  fish  in  many  waters 
being  entirely  off  the  feed. 


The  event  of  the  week  was  the  All-England  Oompeti- 
tion  at  Brigg  last  Monday.  Additional  interest  was 
given  the  match  by  the  fact  that  the  Sheffield  chanipion. 

Will  Arnold,  was  confidently  looked  upon  as  the  victor, 
and  that  it  was  probable  that  he  would  have  to  meet  in 
the  match  an  exponent  or  two  of  the  London  style  of 
angling.  Negotiations  have  been  in  progress  for  some 
time  past  for  a match  between  Arnold,  as  the  leading 
Sheffield  representative,  and  J.  Osborne,  of  London,  as 
atypical  wielder  of  the  long  pole.  It  was  felt  that  if 
Arnold  came  out  as  winner  of  the  All-England  Competi- 
tion a match  between  him  and  Osborne  would  be  inevit- 
able. As  it  is,  the  event  will  come  off,  Sheffield  having 
given  the  challenge,  and  London  having  taken  it  up.  i 

Monday’s  match  was  fisned  at  Brigg,  in  the  Ancholme,  j 
the  stakes  being  .£50  and  the  championship  gold  medal 
provided  by  the  Hull  Times.  There  were  274  compe-  I 

titors,  the  greater  part  being  Sheffielders,  although  • 

there  were  entrants  from  Hull,  Leeds,  Wakefield,  R 

Liverpool,  Manchester,  York,  London,  and  other  |. 

places.  Fishing  lasted  nearly  four  hours.  The  water  1 1 

was  favourable,  although  there  was  a trifle  too  much  y 

wind.  Of  the  twenty-eight  prize  winners  twenty-one  Ij 

were  Sheffielders.  The  chief  winner,  Darwin,  is  a lead-  Ij 

ing  angler  in  Sheffield.  He  was  last  year  selected  to  fish  I 

a famous  Lancashire  man,  the  two  being  the  chief  men  of  H 

their  districts.  They  fished  for  two  days,  a day  each  in  j 

in  each  other’s  home  waters.  Darwin  lost  heavily  on 
that  occasion.  His  success  last  Monday  is  therefore  all 
the  more  gratifying  to  Sheffield  anglers.  The  full  list 
of  prize  winners  is  as  follows  ; 

1,  £17  10s.  and  gold  medal,  Walter  Darwin,  Sheffield, 

101b.  8Joz. 

2,  £10,  George  Harrop,  Sheffield,  81b.  8jOZ. 

3,  £5,  Sam.  Fox,  Sheffield,  41b.  4oz. 

4,  £3,  George  Sauby,  Sheffield,  41b.  2|oz. 

5,  £2,  George  White,  Brigg,  31b.  llfoz. 

6,  £1,  Walter  Goodwin,  Hull,  31b.  lljoz. 

7,  £1,  Bill  Slinn,  Sheffield,  31b.  8oz. 

8,  £1,  W.  Oxley,  Sheffield,  31b.  5joz. 

9,  £1,  W.  Morton,  Sheffield,  31b.  2joz. 

10,  £1,  J.  Ludlow,  Sheffield,  31b.  IJoz. 

11,  15s.,  W.  Ludlow,  Sheffield,  31b.  Ijoz. 

12,  15s.,  W.  Newbold,  Sheffield,  31b.  loz. 

13,  15s.,  Ryalls,  Sheffield,  31b. 

14,  15s.,  G.  Beaumont,  Sheffield,  21b.  lljoz. 

15,  10s.,  J.  Lee,  Sheffield,  21b.  lOoz. 

16,  10s.,  W.  H.  Brown,  Sheffield,  21b.  9foz. 

17,  lOs.,  C.  Challinger,  Sheffield,  21b.  8joz. 

18,  lOs.,  T.  Robinson,  Sheffield,  21b.  7Joz. 

19,  5s.,  W.  Hall,  Sheffield,  21b.  7ioz. 

20,  5s.,  W.  Thompson,  Sheffield,  21b.  7ioz. 

21,  os.,  G.  Cole,  Eckington,  21b.  6§oz. 

22,  5s.,  W.  Arnold,  Sheffield,  21b.  fijoz, 

23,  5s.,  W.  Gamble,  Hull,  21b.  5oz. 

24,  5s.,  H.  Wood,  Hull,  21b.  5oz. 

25,  5s.,  W.  V.  Nutbrown,  Attercliffe,  21b.  4foz. 

26,  5s.,  W.  Nutbrown,  Attercliffe,  21b.  2jOZ. 

27,  5s.,  W.  Swaine,  Bradford,  21b.  2\oz, 

28,  5s.,  J.  Britain  Bradford,  21b.  loz. 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  Severn  Conservators  have  formally  decided  that 
the  anglers  of  the  Upper  Severn  shall  in  future  pay  2s. 
per  annum,  instead  of  Is.  as  hitherto,  for  rod  and  line 
trout  fishing  in  the  counties  of  Salop,  Montgomeryshire, 
and  Denbighshire,  and  it  is  an  understanding  that  a 
sum  equivalent  to  the  additional  amount  thus  received 
by  the  board  shall  be  devoted  to  re-stocking  and  pre- 
serving the  river  in  the  districts.  It  is  calculated  that 
the  additional  sum  received  from  Shropshire  will  repre- 
sent about  £75  per  annum. 

It  is  a matter  of  common  knowledge  that  the  fords 
are  constantly  netted  by  skilled  hands.  The  Shropshire 
Severn  Angling  Association,  if  they  carry  out  the 
proposal  to  appoint  an  extra  bailiff  will  do  a great  deal 
to  stop  this  poaching.  Anglers,  it  is  true  will  have 
to  pay  to  the  association  an  annual  licence  fee  of  a few 
shillings  for  the  privilege  of  fishing  anywhere  outside 
the  limits  of  the  borough  of  Shrewsbury.  The  members 
of  the  Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling  Society  will  be 
exempt  from  the  payment  of  this  fee  on  showing  their 
membership  ticket. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  E . liter  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

There  is  a general  improvement  in  the  condition  of 
the  Y'orkshire  streams  as  a result  of  recent  showers. 
The  Swale,  at  Richmond,  has  had  a “wash  out,’’ and 
anglers  have  had  some  good  panniers.  Fishing  near 
Marrick  Abbey,  Mr.  Thos.  Metcalfe  caught  twenty- 
eight  trout,  and  Mr.  T.  Wright  had  thirty-two.  The 
Nidd  and  Yore  have  also  yielded  improved  sport,  several 
local  gentlemen  taking  some  very  creditable  baskets  of 
roach,  dace,  and  chub.  The  maggot  was  largely  used. 
The  Ouse,  at  York,  however,  is  only  in  modera,te  trim, 
though  numerous  bottom  anglers  have  tried  their  luck. 

Several  of  the  local  angling  associations  have  brought 
off  matches  recently.  These  include  the  Old  Ebor, 
which  by-the-bye  is  about  the  most  successful  society 
in  the  city.  The  contest  I allude  to  came  off  In  the 
Derwent,  at  Thicket  Priory,  on  Saturday,  and  attracted 
a good  array  of  members.  Mr.  H.  Fowles  beaded  the 
list  of  prize-takers  with  61b.  l^oz.,  Mr.  T.  Clayton  came 
second  with  31b.  IJoz.,  and  Mr,  W.  Mitchell  third  with 
21b. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  Wye  and  Derwent  are  now  once  more  low  and 
clear,  while  the  few  inches  of  rise  on  the  Trent  lasted 
only  a short  time.  The  Derwent  and  Wye  have  both  been 
too  low  for  successful  fly  fishing  for  trout  during  the 
day,  but  grayling  have  risen  with  considerable  freedom 
in  the  rapids,  and  some  fair  bags  have  been  made. 
Trout  fishing  with  the  fly  has  been  followed  with  fair 
success  in  the  evening,  and  Honey  Dun,  Bumble,  Ash 
Duns,  Black  Gnat,  Apple  Green,  and  Yellow  Duns  have 
been  the  most  killing  flies.  In  the  lower  reaches  some 
good  trout  have  been  taken  with  wasp-grub.  Another 
large  eel  (61b.  in  weight),  has  been  taken  in  the 
Belper  water  of  the  Derwent.  On  the  Trent  coarse 
fishers  seem  contented. 

There  are  a good  many  grayling  and  trout  between 
Willington  and  Swarkestone  Bridge,  but  they  are  rarely 
caught.  It  is  certainly  the  best-looking  bit  of  water  on 
the  lower  Trent  for  these  fish.  Lower  down,  above 
Melbourne  Bridge,  there  has  been  some  capital  sport 
amongst  the  bream  by  ledgering  with  the  worm.  At 
King’s  Mills  Mr.  Wood  and  his  son  have  taken  some 
good  barbel,  chub,  eels,  and  perch.  Sport  all  over  has 
been  good.  

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE*. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

As  the  season  progresses  the  number  of  votaries  of  the 
“gentle  art ’’becomes  larger  in  the  Fen  district,  and 
under  the  influence  of  better  weather,  and  less  obstruc- 
tive waters,  sport  is  now  about  at  its  best.  The  Sheffield 
Anglers’  Association  recently  offered  seven  prizes  of  £1 
each  for  the  best  specimen  fish  of  the  seven  coarse 
species,  the  fish  to  be  taken  by  members  in  club  matches. 
The  following  are  the  largest  specimens  up  to  Wednesday, 
with  the  names  of  their  captors,  and  the  clubs  of  which 
they  are  members  ; Bream,  31b.  121oz.,  E.  Myers  (Hep- 
worth’s  Workmen’s  A.C.)  ; roach,  11b.  3ioz.,  R.  Thorpe 
(Napolean  A.C.)  ; tench,  21b.,  J.  Buxton  (Star  A.C.). 
It  is  a singular  fact  that  each  of  the  fish  named  should 
have  been  taken  from  the  Bargate  Drain,  near  Boston. 
Numerous  matches  are  now  in  course  of  arrangement. 

The  Hull  Times  All-England  Competition,  for  money 
prizes  to  the  value  of  £50,  and  gold  championship 
medal,  was  brought  off  on  Monday,  and  attracted 
anglers  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  The  principal 
prize  of  £17  10s.  and  gold  medal  went  to  Walter  Dar- 
win, of  SheftielJ,  who  beaded  the  list  with  lolb.  8|oz. 
There  were  twenty- seven  other  prizes,  ranging  from 
£10  to  5s.,  and  it  is  worthy  of  notice  that  twenty-two 
of  the  prize  takers  hailed  from  Sheffield.  The  Fen  rivers 
and  drains  could  not  be  in  better  trim  than  they  are  just 
now,  and  excellent  sport  continues  to  be  had,  especially 
on  the  Witham  between  Lincoln  and  Boston,  where 
some  magnificent  bream  have  recently  been  captured. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Though  the  Yare  is  not  in  the  best  order  for  bottom 
fishing,  yet  good  sport  is  being  obtained  all  along  the 
river.  The  water  is  in  good  condition  from  Norwich  to 
Rockland  ; from  Rockland  to  Cantley  it  is  as  clear  as 
can  be,  and  from  Cantley  to  Rcedham  (the  lowest  angling 
station)  it  is  a fairly  good  colour. 

Some  good  bream  are  now  being  taken  at  Trowse 
Hythe  ; catches  of  three  to  four  stone  of  fish  from  31b. 
to  41b.  each  have  been  made  the  last  week. 

On  Thursday  one  gentleman  had  fifcy-five  nice  roach, 
and  another  rod  had  thirty-six  at  Buckenham  Hubbs.  On 
Friday  two  gentlemen  took  seventy-six  roach,  weighing 
521b.,  and  two  other  rods  hadabout  fifty  fish.  On  Satur- 
day one  rod,  in  Rockland  Reach,  took  seventy-eight 
roach,  another  fifty-four  at  the  same  place.  In  Langley 
Short  Reach  one  rod  had  130  roach,  and  another  angler 
took  some  bream  and  forty  roach  in  the  Horseshoe 
Reach  at  Buckenham.  On  Monday  one  rod  took  eighty- 
five,  and  another  rod  sixty  roach  in  Ro’ckland  Reach. 
At  Cantley  some  good  baskets  have  been  obtained  all 
along  by  the  Red  House,  and  from  the  quay  a gentle- 
man took  two  bushels  of  roach  on  Friday  afternoon  and 
Saturday.  On  Friday  a gentleman,  staying  at  the  Red 
House,  took  a good  bream  of  41b.  lloz. 

Several  good  fish  have  been  taken  at  Reedham  Ferry, 
principally  bream,  and  some  good  hauls  are  now  being 
made  on  (dulton  Broad. 

On  the  Bure  very  little  has  been  done  this  week,  a few 
small  catches  only  having  been  brought  to  bank. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

The  Trent  here  is  still  very  low  and  clear,  and  all  the 
favourite  barbel  swims  are  fishable  with  comfort. 

In  the  waters  of  the  Long  Eaton  Angling  Society,  Mr. 
Clifford  killed  seven  very  fine  barbel  ;best  fish  101b.). 
At  Thrumpton  Mr.  J.  C.  Cox,  J.P.,  killed,  amongst 
other  barbel,  one  of  6jlb.  At  King’s  Mills  Mr.  G. 
Wood  has  secured  3.51b.  of  barbel,  chub,  and  eels.  At 
Weston  some  heavy  bream  have  been  secured,  ledgering, 
by  subscribers  to  the  fishery  hailing  from  Melbourne 
and  Castle  Donington.  One  had  a basket  of  over  401b. 

In  the  Shardlow  length  Mr.  S.  Watts,  of  the  Notting- 
ham Wellington  Society,  has  excelled  with  351b.  of 
roach. 

At  Sawley  the  greaves  fishermen  have  been  making 
excellent  bags  of  large  chub,  and  a few  barbel  have 
been  allured  from  the  levy  below  the  weir. 

'Ihe  free  waters  of  the  borough  have  daily  yielded 
barbel. 

In  one  of  the  tributary  streams  Mr.  W.  Prior  has 
enjoyed  brilliant  sport  amongst  the  trout. 


July  29,  1893] 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Thecontinnoua  rains  we  have  had  have  much  improved 
sport,  still  it  is  not  what  may  be  called  good  ; fish  cer- 
tainly are  not  well  on  the  feed,  neither  in  the  rivers  or 
brooks,  yet  some  very  Ifair  sport  has  been  had  with  the 
fly  on  the  Teme.  One  angler  took  ten  and  a-half  brace 
dace,  two  and  a-half  brace  trout,  and  one  brace  gray- 
ling. His  companion,  with  the  maggot,  captured  sixteen 
very  fine  dace  and  a grand  brace  trout.  Others  have 
landed  some  nice  lots  of  trout  and  grayling  of  from  21b, 
to  31b.  Hare’s  Ear,  Dark  Mackerel,  Black  Gnat,  July 
Gnat,  Governor,  Red  and  Black  Palmers,  are  the  flies 
that  have  been  chiefly  used. 

In  the  Severn  and  Teme,  lots  of  chub  have  been  taken 
with  wasp  grub  and  maggot,  while  in  the  Avon  and 
canals  large  bags  of  roach  and  bream  have  been  taken 
with  the  stewed  wheat. 

On  Thursday  last,  the  Worcester  Angling  Society, 
held  at  the  Buil’s  Head  Inn,  had  their  first  competition 
of  the  season  on  their  club  water  on  the  Lower  Teme. 
There  was  a good  muster  of  members,  and  a fair  number 
of  fish  taken,  chiefly  coarse  fish.  The  secretary,  Mr.  W. 
.Bridges,  took  first  prize,  Mr.  R.  Langford,  second,  Mr. 
W.  Smith,  third,  Mr.  C.  Avery,  fourth. 

The  Worcester  Working  Men’s  Club  will  have  a 
friendly  competition  on  the  Teme  on  Saturday  afternoon. 


FROM  IRELAND. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

DUBLIN.— Trout  fishers  in  the  Dublin,  Wicklow,  and 
Kildare  districts  find  the  rivers  in  proper  fettle. 

Canal  fishing  around  Dublin  is  also  giving  good  play. 
Perch,  bream,  eel,  and  every  class  of  rough  sport  is 
reported  to  be  plentiful. 

Sea  angling  is  in  full  swing  along  the  whole  bay  ot 
Dublin  just  now,  and  boats  at  Greystones,  Dalkery, 
Kingstown,  Howtb,  &c.,  are  having  nice  takes. 

Salmon  fishing  by  rod  on  the  River  Slaney  (co. 
Wexford)  remains  open  until  the  middle  of  September. 
However,  the  present  year’s  rod  fishing  has  been  most 
satisfactory.  The  angler  whilst  in  this  district  can 
have  some  of  the  finest  trout  fishing  in  Ireland,  as 
excellent  rivers  are  to  be  found  on  all  sides. 

Capt.  Pirie,  of  the  Gordon  Highlanders,  saved  the  life 
of  a little  boy,  named  Watson, who  was  fishing  at  Mount- 
street  Bridge  (Dublin)  last  week,  and  fell  into  water 
15  feet  deep.  The  captain,  who  was  passing,  dived  after 
the  boy  had  disappeared,  and  brought  him  safely  to  the 
bank. 


KERRY.— At  Glenoar  the  trout  fishing  has  been  up  to 
the  average,  but  little  has  been  done  with  salmon. 
On  Coppal  Lake,  in  the  Waterville  district,  sport  has 
been  good  at  both  white  and  brown  trout.  Several 
baskets  of  two  dozen  trout  (white  and  brown)  have  been 
had  last  week  by  anglers  fishing  either  from  bank  or 
boat. 

Salmon  and  sea-trout  are  reported  very  numerous  in 
the  Inny,  but  this  water  is  now  running  too  low  for  suc- 
cessful angling.  I think  it  right  to  state  here,  for  the 
information  of  intending  visitors  to  Waterville,  that  the 
fishing  rights  of  this  water  are  at  present  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Galvin,  proprietor  of  the  Bay  view  Hotel,  Water- 
ville, who  gives  permission  to  fish  it  to  gentleman  stay- 
ing at  his  hotel,  without  extra  charge. 

The  sea  angling  has  been  very  good  during  the  past 
week  at  several  points.  At  Waterville,  Valentia,  and 
Darrynane  pollock  anglers  did  very  well,  and  bottom 
fishers  had  large  hampers  of  gurnet  and  bream  in  Ballin- 
skelligs  Bay. 

Sport  has  improved  very  much  throughout  the 
county  in  consequence  of  heavy  rain.  On  Waterville 
Lake  the  sea-trout  angling  is  now  in  full  swing,  and  the 
baskets  of  those  fish  recorded  varied  from  a dozen  to 
two  dozen  on  favourable  days.  The  brown  trout  angling 
has  also  been  well  up  to  the  average,  and  several  fine 
specimens  of  21b.  and  over  have  been  brought  to  boat. 
Salmon  fishing  has  been  tried  on  a few  occasions  only, 
but  nothing  beyond  a few  peal  has  been  the  result. 
Salmon,  peal,  and  sea  trout  are  very  numerous  in  the 
lake  at  present,  and  sport  should  be  good  during 
August.  . . , . 

Sport  has  been  pretty  good  on  the  principal  rivers  in 
the  north  Kerry  district,  and  on  the  Teale  several  fine 
salmon  have  been  landed. 

InRossleigh  the  sea-trout  angling  has  been  fair,  and  a 
few  good  baskets  were  had  on  a couple  of  days. 


When  eyed  hooks  for  salmon  and  trout  flies  became 
the  vogue  in  England,  the  tackle  dealers  were  quick  to 
see  that  there  was  need  of  something  other  than  the 
ordinary  fly  book  in  which  to  carry  them.  Anglers,  too, 
were  quick  to  make  suggestions  in  this  line,  and,  the 
consequence  was,  that  the  “ Eyed-troutFly  Box,”  ” The 
Excelsior  Salmon  Fly  Box,”  “The  Test-eyed  Trout  Fly 
Case,”  The  Marston,  The  Halford,  The  Mallock,  The 
Henry,  and  other  boxes  for  eyed-hook  trout  and  salmon 
flies,  and  cases  for  dry  flies,  and  flies  with  upright 
wings,  and  cast  cases  with  eyed  flies,  &c.,  made  their 
appearance.  They  are  all  excellent  and  convenient,  but 
are  made  in  another  country,  and  the  ocean  rolls  between, 
and  there  are  custom  duties,  &c.  We  have  had  the 
eyed-hooks  over  here  for  a number  of  years,  and  they 
are  coming  more  and  more  in  use  for  trout  and  salmon 
flies,  but,  so  far  as  I know,  none  of  our  dealers  have 
until  this  year  brought  out  a box  for  the  angler  to  carry 
the  eyed-hook  flies  in. — Shooting  and  Fishing. 
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AUGUST  BANK  HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS,  1893. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  announce  cheap 
excursion,  bookings  on  Friday,  July  4,  to  Newmarket, 
Ely,  Hunstanton,  Deroham,  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Lowes- 
toft, &c. ; and  on  Saturday,  August  5,  to  Cambridge, 
Wisbech,  Lynn,  Norwich,  Yarmouth,  Cromer,  Don- 
caster, Hull,  Sheffield,  Manchester,  York,  Newcastle, 
Scarborough,  &c.  A special  booking  office  will  be 
opened  at  the  Li verpool-street  Station  from  July  31  to 
August  5 for  the  issue  of  ordinary  tickets,  and  of  tourist, 
fortniglitly,  and  Friday  to  'I'nesday  tickets  to  the  sea- 
side and  the  Broads  district  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  for 
use  on  forward  dates.  Tickets  can  also  be  obtained  at 
the  Company’s  West-end  offices.  Cl,  Regent-street;  215, 
Edgeware-road  ; 51,  New  Oxford-street ; and  at  their 
other  City  and  West-end  offices.  Additional  relieving 
trains  will  be  run  on  Friday  and  Saturday  to  Southend- 
on-Sea,  Colchester,  Clacton,  Walton,  Ipswich,  Norwich, 
Lowestoft,  Cambridge,  Lynn,  &c.  ; and  on  Saturday 
special  fast  trains  for  Yarmouth  will  leave  Liverpool- 
street  at  9.55,  10.5,  12.30,  1.30,  1.50,  and  C.53  p.m.  For 
the  accommodation  of  persons  detained  at  business 
until  late  in  the  evening  on  Saturday,  a special  midnight 
train  will  leave  Li  verpool-street  at  12,25  a.m.  for  Norwich, 
Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft,  via  Ipswich,  calling  at  the 
principal  intermediate  stations.  On  Bank  Holiday  excur- 
sion trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street  and  Fen- 
church- street  by  the  new  route  to  Southend-on-Sea,  also 
to  Clacton,  Walton,  and  Harwich  ; and  from  Liverpool- 
street  and  St.  Pancras  to  Cambridge,  Ely,  and  Yar- 
mouth. Excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  to  Epping 
Forest,  Broxbourne,  and  Rye  House.  A special  service 
of  trains  will  run  from  Liverpool-street  to  Chingford, 
Longhton,  Broxbourne,  and  Rye  House  ; from  Fenchurch- 
street  to  Chingford  and  Longhton,  and  from  Gospel 
Oak  to  Ohingford.  For  the  accommodation  of  business 
people  wishing  to  return  to  London  early  Tuesday 
morning,  a special  fast  train  will  run  from  Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft,  Clacton,  &c.,  due  at  Liverpool-street  at 
9.10  a.m.  


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION  SOCIETY. 

In  one  of  the  brightest  of  days,  and  with  an  unusually 
large  attendance  of  visitors,  the  annual  summer  river 
trip  of  the  committee  and  their  friends  took  place  on 
Tuesday  last,  July  25.  The  large  steam  launch  Formosa 
was  chartered  for  the  occasion,  and  the  start  was  made 
from  the  garden  steps  of  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  J.P.,  at 
Kingston-on-Thames,  and  from  thence  proceeded  to 
Staines.  It  was  customary  to  have  a luncheon  at  the 
latter  place,  but  it  was  found,  after  partaking  of  that, 
the  guests  were  in  no  condition  to  enjoy  one  of  Mr. 
Mayo’s  capital  dinners  on  their  return  to  Hampton  Court, 
and  it  was  arranged  instead  that  Mr.  Mayo  should 
take  some  light  refreshments  on  the  launch,  and  thus  be 
enabled  to  supply  the  visitors  with  what  they  required  in 
the  shape  of  rump  steak,  patties,  and  sandwiches,  and,  of 
course,  some  lubrication.  The  only  call  that  was 
made  was  at  Halliford,  to  pay  a visit  to  the  new  hostess, 
Mrs.  Cotsford,  of  the  Ship  Hotel,  who  had  become  a 
generous  subscriber  to  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society,  and  between  that  point  and  Shepperton  Lock 
the  committee  had  a meeting  in  the  saloon  of  the  launch 
to  consider  a complaint  that  had  been  made  to  the 
Thames  Conservators  against  one  of  their  river-keepers, 
and,  after  reading  the  evidence  of  several  gentlemen  who 
had  witnessed  the  occurrence  complained  of,  they  were 
of  unanimous  opinion  the  charges  against  the  river- 
keeper  were  unfounded,  and  he  was  in  no  way  to  blame 
for  what  he  had  done.  The  return  journey  was  made 
from  Staines  at  three  o’clock,  and  it  should  be  men- 
tioned that  a flag  presented  by  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  with 
the  full  designation  of  the  society  and  the  City 
arms  was  used  on  the  launch  on  this  occasion. 
The  dinner,  which  took  place  at  the  Castle  Hotel, 
Hampton  Court  station,  at  half-past  six,  endorsed  once 
more  the  excellent  catering  of  Mr.  Mayo,  and  which  has 
become  one  of  the  great  features  of  the  day.  Mr. 
Alfred  Nuthall,  J.P.,  president  of  the  society,  occupied 
the  chair,  and  amongst  those  present  were  Alderman 
Jones,  J.P.,  Dr.  Startin,  Dr.  Coates,  and  Messrs.  John 
Elsden,  J.  L.  Jones,  C.W.  Elsden,  S.  Peat,  W.  H.  Jack- 
son,  F.  Donetil,  W.  H.  Brougham,  T.  Crumplen,  Arthur 
Price,  W.  F.  Grimmett,  G.  Newson,  Newbury,  George 
Evans,  Brownsword,  &c.,  making  altogether  nearly  fifty 
guests.  A letter  was  read  from  Mr.  Andrew  Pears, 
regretting  his  absence  from  indisposition,  as  he  fully 
intended  to  be  present.  A most  hearty  reception  was 
given  to  Mr.  George  Evans,  after  his  serious  illness. 
There  was  no  attempt  at  proposing  toasts  after  the 
National  Anthem,  but  those  present  regarded  the 
occasion  was  one  on  which  theT.A.P.S.  should  be  given, 
and  also  those  of  “The  President”  and  “The  Secre- 
tary.” There  were  also  “The  Visitors,”  to  which  Mr. 
Dove  replied,  and  the  company  did  not  separate  without 
that  of  “ The  Worthy  Host,”  with  expressions  of  satis- 
faction at  the  excellence  of  the  dinner. 


Anglers  who  wish  to  feel  quite  at  home  in  their 
sport  should  secure  one  of  Mr.  Evans’  admirably 
adapted  fishing  suits.  They  are  made  of  real  Harris’s 
hand-woven  tweed,  and  include  Norfolk  jacket,  waist- 
coat, and  knickerbockers,  with  box  cloth  continuations. 
The  address  is  77,  Great  Portland-sti’eet,  W. 

On  Saturday  last,  twenty-three  boys,  under  14  years 
of  age,  entered  an  angling  competition  on  the  Great 
Ouse.  The  St.  Ives  and  District  Angling  Society  were 
the  promoters.  The  four  prizes  were  of  the  value  of  7s., 
5s.,  2s.  6d.,  and  Is.  6d.,  the  first  being  taken  by  J. 
Harrison,  aged  12.  The  second  and  third  winners  were 
each  aged  8. — M. 
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FRIENDLY  ANGLERS  AT  RICKMANSWORTH. 

The  annual  summer  outing  of  the  members  and  friends 
of  the  venerable  society  of  Friendly  Anglers  took  place 
on  Saturday  last,  making  their  head<iuarters  at  the 
Victoria  Hotel,  opposite  to  the  railway  station.  Previous 
to  the  dinner,  which  took  place  at  six  o’clock,  several  of 
the  members  had  a two  hours’  drive  through  the  beautiful 
country,  whilst  others  enjoyed  themselves  in  various 
other  ways.  At  the  hour  fixed  a most  excellent  dinner 
was  placed  upon  the  table,  and  gave  such  entire  .satis- 
faction, there  is  little  doubt  the  society  will  in  future 
make  the  summer  fixture  for  Rickmans  worth,  as  they 
did  at  Windsor  for  so  many  years,  until  there  was  a 
change  in  the  occupation  of  the  hostelry.  The  chair  was 
occupied,  in  his  usual  genial  manner,  by  Mr.  H.  Mitchell, 
with  Mr.  C.  J.  Hill,  jun.,  in  the  vice  chair,  and  amongst 
those  present  were  Messrs.  T.  R.  Sachs,  George  Newsura, 
F.  Berry,  S.  Peat,  George  Palmer,  W.  H.  Brougham,  R.  L. 
Pugh,  F.  H.  Hoblyn,  W.  Bloxham,  W.  Moakin  (sec  ), 
J.  W.  Howard,  Brownsword,  Kennell,  A.  Hunt,  C. 
Freeman,  W.  H.  Holland,  R.  Smith,  &o.  There  were 
the  usual  loyal  and  complimentary  toasts,  and  in  pro- 
posing that  of  “ The  Friendly  Anglers,”  the  chairman 
took  occasion  to  advocate  their  summer  outings  as 
maintaining  a spirit  of  friendliness  and  unity,  for  which 
the  society  was  distinguished,  and  remarked  that  one  of 
their  members  had  at  last  caught  a jack  of  231b.  4oz.  in 
a take  of  1921b.  weight  of  jack  in  one  day,  but  the 
worthy  captor,  Mr.  R.  L.  Pugh,  preferred  retaining  the 
fish  for  his  private  collection  to  securing  the  large 
amount  of  prizes  which  has  been  so  long  ofi’ered  for  a 
jack  of  over  201b.  The  toast  of  the  “ Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society  ” was  acknowledged  by  Mr.  W.  H. 
Brougham,  and  other  toasts  followed,  interspersed  with 
some  excellent  harmony.  In  the  course  of  the  evening 
Mr.  F.  Berry,  in  the  name  of  the  subscribers,  presented 
to  Mr.  F.  W.  Howard  a very  handsome  case  containing 
an  Albert  Truro  pipe  and  a couple  of  mouthpieces,  all 
silver  mounted,  as  a spontaneous  and  sincere  apprecia- 
tion of  his  valued  membership  of  twenty-three  years, 
and  five  years  as  treasurer. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a list  of  piscatorial  patents,  which  is 
supplied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
Registered  Patent  Agents,  and  Attorneys  for  British, 
Colonial,  and  Foreign  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade 
Marks,  76,  Chancery-lane,  Holborn,  W.C.  All  inquiries 
answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers  : 
Applications. 

12,136.  A.  G.  D.  Crawshay,  of  40,  Duke-street, 
St.  James’,  London,  for  improvements  in 
apparatus  for  landing  fish. 

12,209.  F.  R.  Kerridge,  of  Wimbourne,  Dorset,  for 
improvements  in  fishing  reels  for  spinning. 

12,281.  E.  Oliver,  of  London,  for  an  improved  joint 
for  fishing  rods  and  like  purposes. 

9673.  Henry  B.  Tiltman,  of  37,  Shaw-street,  Hull, 
for  trawl  gangway  with  ro  lers  for  fishing 
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9885.  W.  C.  Clark  and  f'.  J.  Clark,  of  Halifax,  for 
the  Yorkshire  angler’s  creel. 

9940.  F.  T.  B.  Hurley,  of  Aston-in-Makerfield,  Lan- 
cashire, for  improvements  in  receptacles  for 
artificial  flies  attached  to  lengths  < f gut. 

10,074.  J.  Grubb,  of  Birmingham,  for  improvements 
in  the  manufacture  of  fishing  reels. 

10,087.  C.  H.  Cook,  of  Elmlea,  South  Stoke,  Reading, 
for  floating  fishing  lines. 


An  angler  named  Coslett  (of  the  Prince  of  Wales 
Angling  Society)  had  a narrow  escape  from  drowning  on 
Sunday  last,  in  the  Tank  Pound,  at  Langley.  A brother 
angler,  and  a member  of  the  same  club,  named  William 
French,  plunged  into  the  water,  and  succeeded  in 
bringing  Coslett  to  the  bank  in  a very  exhausted 
condition.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pithouse,  of  the  North  Star 
Inn,  rendered  every  possible  assistance. — M. 

Meeting  op  the  Severn  Board  op  Conservators. 
— The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Severn  Conservators 
was  held  at  Birmingham,  on  the  20th  inst.  Mr.  Cadle 
presided.  One  or  two  vacancies  on  the  board  having 
been  filled,  the  report  of  the  executive  and  pollution 
committee  was  received.  This  recommended  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  additional  bailiff  near  Shrewsbury.  The 
report  of  the  superintendent  set  forth  that  the  take  of 
salmon  had  not,  during  the  quarter,  been  up  to  the 
average,  and  that  the  trout-fishing  had.  not  been  good. 
The  committee  recommended  that  in  future  the 
bailiff  be  not  allowed  to  distribute  licences,  a,nd  a 
resolution  to  this  effect  was  carried.  The  chairman 
moved  : “ That  the  licence  duty  leviable  on  rods  and 
lines  used  for  fishing  for  trout  in  the  Severn  Fishery 
District  be  varied,  and  that  the  amount  of  licence  duty  for 
each  and  every  rod  and  line  for  fishing  for  trout  to  be 
used  in  such  part  of  the  district  as  lies  within  the 
Counties  of  Salop,  Montgomery,  and  Denbigh  shall  be 
the  sum  of  2s.  ; and  to  be  used  in  the  remainder  of  the 
district  the  sum  of  Is.”  The  motion  was  agreed  to.  A 
further  resolution  to  the  effect  that  a sum  equal  to  the 
net  amount  received  from  the  increased  duty  be  applied 
to  increasing  the  protection  of  the  rivers  and  streams^  in 
such  counties  as  it  was  derived  from,  and  to  increasing 
the  stock  of  trout.  A discussion  followed  as  to  the 
advisability  of  increasing  the  bailiffs’  salaries,  in  order 
to  secure  the  services  of  efficient  men. 


Mr  Alexander  Wright,  Accountant,  of  10,  Everelda-street, 
Barnsbury,  N.  (member  ot  the  Greaham,  Junior  Fly-Fiahers,  &c.), 
undertakes  the  auditing  and  balancing  of  every  description  of 
accounts  at  moderate  rates.  Rents  and  debts  collected. 
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[July  29,  1893 


THE  NEW  FISHING  STATIONS 

ON  THE 

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 


THE  BURE  AT  ACLE  BRIDGE. 

Within  easy  reach  of  Yarmouth  we  have  the 
rivers  Bure,  Yare,  Thurne,  Ant,  Wensum,  &c., 
and  if  an  angler  desires  to  try  the  broads,  those 
of  Fritton,  Ormesby,  Oulton,  and  Barton  are 
close  at  hand.  There  is  very  good  fishing  at  all 
these  resorts,  but  if  I particularised  them  I 
should  require  at  least  two  Fishing  Gazettes  for 
the  purpose.  Suffice  it  for  the  present,  there- 
fore, if  1 take  the  angler  in  search  of  good  fishing 
to  Acle  Bridge  on  the  Bure.  Here  we  are  within 
nine  or  ten  miles  of  Yarmouth,  and  on  a river 
which  holds  a very  fine  stock  of  roach,  bream, 
perch,  and  pike,  besides  rudd,  and,  I think,  tench. 
Occasional  trout  are  also  taken,  and  the  visitor 
will  find  several  specimens  of  Salmo  fario 
(including  one  possessing  a curious  malformation 
of  the  tail)  which  Mr.  Rose  has  caught  in  the 
Acle  waters,  and  which  now  repose  in  the 
“parlour”  at  the  Bridge  lun.  A year  or  two 
ago  I used  to  see  a large  trout  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  bridge,  but  I could  never  get  him  to  feed. 
Mr.  Rose  also  tried  for  the  fish,  which  fed 
regularly,  but  it  always  gave  a wide  berth  to 
artificial  baits  and  the  lures  of  the  angler.  The 
roach  and  bream  fishing  is  excellent  at  Acle  in 
the  months  of  August  and  September,  especially 
the  latter  period,  when  the  roach  are  then  in  their 
prime,  and  the  big  golden-sided  bream  exhibit 
their  prowess  in  the  direction  of  making  a very 
desperate  attempt  to  break  away  from  you.  A 
good  time  to  commence  bream  fishing  is  on  the 
turn  of  the  tide,  when  an  angler  if  he  has  got  his 
rye  pecks  down  in  the  deeps  must  be  prepared 
for  a hea  y take.  This  of  coui-se  is  no  hardship, 
but  so  well  do  the  bream  feed  at  certain  times 
1 hat  2 stone  or  8 stone  of  fish  may  soon  be  taken. 
The  fish  come  on  the  feed  suddenly  and  un- 
ex  jiectedly.  Personally,  they  once  began  to  play 
with  the  float  when  I was  very  short  of  worms, 
and  so  intent  were  they  on  their  food  that  I took 
several  fish  with  a worm  that  I should  have 
treated  as  useless  when  the  bag  was  well  pro- 
visioned. The  Acle  bream  are  artful  biters,  and  a 
strict  watch  on  the  float  is  imperative. 

Starting  from  Yarmouth,  if  you  go  to  Vauxhall 
Station  the  train  will  put  you  down  at  the  Acle 
Station  in  about  a quarter  of  an  hour.  The 
beauty  of  travelling  by  train  to  Acle  is  that 
should  the  iron  horse  ever  break  down  en  route 
the  visiting  angler  need  have  no  fear  of  having  to 
wander  about  the  gigantic  fields  for  an  hour  or  so 
before  he  sees  a road,  for  the  highway  from 
Yarmouth  to  Acle  runs  parallel  with  the  metals 
in  a straight  line  all  the  way.  From  Acle  Station 
to  the  river  is  about  twenty-five  minutes’  walk, 
but  Mr.  Rose,  the  proprietor  of  the  Bridge  Inn, 
meets  all  trains  from  Yarmouth,  I believe.  If  an 
angler  elects  to  walk  the  distance,  he  must  bear 
sharp  round  by  the  church,  and  then  anyone  will 
direct  him.  It  is  a very  pleasant,  invigorating 
walk  on  a fine  Seprember  morning,  and  if  you 
have  arrived  by  the  first  train,  which  g^^nerally 
reaches  Acle  about  seven  o’clock,  nothing  but  a 
dish  of  fiam  and  eggs  will  satisfy  you  wnen  you 
get  to  your  journey’s  end.  A good  stock  of  boats 
is  to  be  found  at  the  Bridge  Inn,  and  one  can 
generally  be  obtained  for  Is.  or  Is.  6d.  per  day. 
The  best  swims  I know  of  in  the  Acle  district  are 
in  the  direction  of  St.  Benet’s  Abbey.  Rowing 
under  the  bridge,  a brick-built  steam  drainage 
mill  is  seen  ahead,  and  plenty  of  deep  water  is  to 
be  found  just  past  it.  Nearing  the  mill,  by  the 
way,  an  old  campshedding  catches  the  eye,  and 
here  I have  made  some  pretty  miscellaneous 
baskets  of  roach,  bream,  and  perch.  It  is 
especially  a perch  spot.  When  in  the  deep 
water,  I used  to  moor  my  boat  about  100  yards 
past  the  mill,  where  there  is  some  capital  roach 
and  bream  fishing  to  be  had,  with  an  occasional 
rudd  to  make  the  show  more  varied.  It  is  a long, 
long  pull,  and,  if  the  tide  is  against  you,  a very 
strong  pull  to  St.  Benet’s  Abbey,  but  when  once 
there  some  good  fishing  is  to  be  had — better,  they 
say,  than  at  Acle — but  having  never  fished  it,  I 
Cannot  speak  from  experience.  Some  nice  swims 
may  be  found  in  the  direction  of  Yarmouth,  and 
at  Muckfleet  some  very  heavy  bream  are  to  be 
caught.  The  river  holds  a fair  stock  of  pike,  and 


in  the  autumn  and  winter  four  or  five  brace  are 
often  taken  in  a few  hours’  spinning.  Eels  also 
abound  about  here,  and  if  an  angler  cares  to 
operate  at  night  he  should  be  rewarded  with  a 
good  haul.  A friend  and  I once  spent  a night 
after  the  eels,  and  any  anglers  in  search  of 
“ experiences  ” will  most  assuredly  meet  with 
them  when  angling  on  a Norfolk  river.  My 
advice  is  : don’t  forget  to  take  a lantern,  as  if 
the  night  should  turn  out  a cloudy  one,  the 
greatest  difficulty  will  be  experienced  in  landing 
and  unhooking  the  fish.  On  the  occasion  I went 
out  I used  a barbel  hook  wrapped  on  thick  gut, 
and  ledgered  with  large  lobs.  The  eels  should  be 
allowed  plenty  of  time  before  being  struck.  In 
regard  to  baits  for  roach  fishing,  lioiled  wheat, 
gentles,  and  coloured  pastes  all  answer,  but  the 
former  is,  I think,  the  most  attractive,  and  it 
certainly  accounts  for  the  heaviest  fish.  Bream 
like  the  brandling  worm,  but  at  times  I have 
found  them  very  partial  to  gentles,  boiled  wheat, 
and  saffron-coloured  paste.  In  regard  to  depth,  I 
used  to  fish  on  the  bottom,  and  I should  also  here 
state  that  when  the  tide  is  coming  in  or  going 
out  the  plummet  ought  to  be  frequently 
requisitioned,  as  the  water  rises  and  falls  very 
quickly.  I have  fished  in  many  of  the  Norfolk 
waters,  and  the  Bure  at  Acle  takes  a lot  of 
beating  in  August,  September,  and  October. 
The  Norwich  club  anglers  frequently  make  it 
the  scene  of  their  piscatorial  operations,  and, 
personally  speaking,  I do  not  care  how  soon  Acle 
again  is  visited  by  Goosequii.l. 


The  Devonshire  Association  for  the  Advance- 
ment of  Science,  Literature,  and  Art, commenced 
its  thirty-second  annual  meeting  at  Torquay,  on 
Tuesday  last,  July  25.  Dr.  T.  W.  Brushfield 
delivered  the  presidential  address  in  the  Bath 
saloon. 

Prospects  of  the  Twelfth. — The  season 
promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  prolific  for  the 
past  dozen  years.  Coveys  on  the  lower  grounds 
range  from  five  to  seven  birds  apiece,  while  nine 
and  even  ten  birds  have  been  noted  on  more 
fa  voured  moors,  while  on  the  higher  grounds  the 
average  is  set  down  from  three  to  five. 

Capture  of  a Swordfish  in  the  Forth. — A 
fisherman  recently  caught  a swordfish  in  his  nets, 
off  Bo’ness.  It  measured  7ft.  4in.  from  tip  to  tip, 
the  sword  being  3ft.  long. 

The  largest  salmon  exposed  for  sale  in  London 
of  recent  years  has  just  reached  the  metropolis. 
The  fish  weighs  68lb  , and  is  53in.  in  length,  and 
30Iin.  in  girth.  The  record  salmon,  “ The  King 
of  Scots,”  was  taken  in  1870,  and  weighed  701b., 
its  length  being  53in.,  and  its  girth  Sl^in.  Both 
fish  came  from  the  Tay. 

Accident  to  Mr.  F.  Williams. — Those  who 
know  Mr.  Fred  Williams,  the  fishing  tackle 
maker  in  Great  Queen-street,  W.C.,  will  be  sorry 
to  learn  that,  having  run  a splinter  of  greenheart 
wood  into  his  right  hand  forefinger,  blood 
poisoning  set  in,  and  necessitated  the  amputation 
of  that  finger;  he  is  sMll  in  hospital  and  doing 
well.  Mr.  Fred  Williams  has  many  friends 
among  the  angling  fraternity,  and  no  one  feels 
for  him  more  than  I do,  and  I wish  him  a speedy 
recovery. — T.  R.  Sachs. 

Mr.  Samuel  Allcock,  of  Redditch.  — “ The 
Bedditch  News  recently  published  a very  interest- 
ing memoir  of  Mr.  Samuel  Allcock,  and  a perusal 
of  it  proves  most  conclusively  how  hy  means  of 
indomitable  energy  and  perseverance  a huge 
business  has  been  established  from  very  small 
beginnings.  Mr.  Allcock  at  the  early  age  of 
fifteen  was  sent  out  by  his  father  to  solicit  orders, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty  he  took  the  management 
of  the  then  small  concern.  For  the  first  ten  years 
ho  had  to  face  very  great  difficulties,  but  he  over- 
came them  little  hy  little,  and  to-day  he  stands  at 
the  head  of  the  largest  wholesale  fishing  tackle 
concern  in  the  world.  There  are  branch  houses 
in  Canada,  Murcia,  Spain,  and  London.  In  the 
town  of  Redditch  his  name  is  a household  word 
as  a benefactor  of  the  poor  and  needy ; hut  Mr. 
Allccck  is  practical  even  in  his  charity,  for 
he  always  makes  a point  of  investigating  every 
case  himself,  and  does  not  hestow  alms  unless  he 
thinks  it  a deserving  one,  and  then  he  does  not 
jiroclaim  his  generosity  openly  to  the  world.  In 
politics  he  is  a Liberal.” — Halcyon  in  Weekly 
Edition  of  Leeds  Mercury. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS.  I 

“ ViRTUs  EST  venerabilis.” — That  fish  story  in  || 
Truth  about  Truth’s  friend  catching  the  perch’s  J 
eye,  fishing  with  the  eye  and  catching  the  fish,  is  -j 
a very  old  chestnut,  it  has  happened  to  many  < 

friends  of  Truth. 

Gold  Fish. — A very  little  plain  boiled  rice  and  j i 
a few  bloodworms  occasionally.  I 

G.  N.  (Rugby). — We  think  you  will  get  a little  ! 
fresh- water  fishing  in  the  Yar,  near  Brading. 
Flounders  used  to  be  plentiful,  also  roach  and  ' _ 
dace.  Day  tickets  at  Is.  are  issued. 

Geo.  Jackson. — Have  you  ever  tried  King’s  G 
Bait  Preservative  .f*  It  is  made  by  Mr.  King,  1 , i 
New-road,  Commercial-road,  E.  Spirits  are  i 
generally  used,  but  Mr.  King’s  powder  does  not  ] 
dull  the  brilliancy  as  spirit  does.  You  must  not  I 
put  too  many  in  at  once,  and  pour  away  the  first  \ 
dose  after  a day  or  two  and  add  fresh.  Brine  of  jj 
course  will  preserve  baits,  but  shrivels  them  up.  c 

H.  Dodds. — The  fresh-water  fishing  near  East-  ^ 

bourne  is  not  of  much  account.  There  is  a little  ' 
perch,  roach,  and  jack  fishing  at  Pevensey,  above  | 
the  flood-gates,  up  to  which  the  tide  runs  in  the 
Pevensey  stream.  You  can  get  by  train  to  i 
Barcombe  Mills  to  fish  the  association  water  i 
(Ouse).  Tickets  at  the  inn,  price  Is.  J 

PiscATOR. — Take  a trout  fly-rod  and  short  top  U 
for  spinning.  Soldier  Palmer,  Red  Palmer,  Coch-  g 
y-bondhu,  and  the  usual  Quill  Gnats  for  bright 
days.  The  Devon  minnow  is  as  good  as  any. 

Inquirer. — If  yon  can  obtain  the  necessary 
permission  to  fish  the  Hogg’s  Mill  river  at 
Ewell,  it  should  certainly  be  worth  a visit. 

E.  S.  (New  Cross). — You  require  to  get  per- 
mission to  fish  on  the  Hall  Farm  river,  Yoxford,  i 
near  Darsham.  Apply  to  the  steward  of  Sir 
R.  Blois. 

Golden  Barbel. — The  fish  which  Mr.  James 
brought  to  the  office  of  the  Fishinq  Gazette, 
weighing  Ilb.  l|-oz  , and  taken  by  Mr.  King  from 
the  Tring  reservoir  on  July  25,  is  decided  by  Mr. 

R.  B.  Marston  to  be  a rudd. 

Geo.  T.  F. — We  know  of  no  roach  fishing  near 
Stirling.  You  will  get  trout  fishing  at  Loch 
Leven.  Write  to  the  secretary  of  the  Loch  Leven 
Angling  Association  for  particulars.  You  must 
take  a boat. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 

“ One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi' 
went.”— T.  E.  Pritt. 

EXPERIMENTS  IN  TROUT  AND  SALMON 
BREEDING. 

Sir, — I have  read  the  interesting  account  in 
your  paper  of  salmon  milt  being  safely  kept  in  a 
corked  bottle  for  ninety-six  hours,  and  should 
say  it  is  the  longest  time  on  record.  I have 
several  times  sent  milt  in  hermetically  sealed 
tubes  long  distances  by  post,  and  it  has  done  its 
work  successfully,  but  the  time  would  probably 
not  exceed  fort) -eight  hours.  It  cannot  always 
be  relied  on,  however,  as  it  takes  very  little  to 
destroy  its  vitality,  but  if  dealt  with  properly  it 
usually  turns  out  good.  If  the  milt  be  examined 
under  the  microscope  the  moment  it  com6s  from 
the  fish,  the  little  creatures  known  as  spermatozoa 
may  be  distinctly  seen  in  enormous  numbers, 
moving  about  with  great  rapidity,  but  their 
movements  gradually  slacken,  and  in  less  than 
two  minutes,  whilst  I have  been  watching  them, 
they  have  become  quite  inanimate.  The  great 
secret  of  success  is  in  having  good  milt,  and 
keeping  the  air  from  it.  I have  successfully 
used  milt  taken  from  a dead  fish,  and  have  also, 
on  several  occasions,  impregnated  ova  taken  under 
similar  conditions.  My  attention  was  drawn  the 
other  day  to  an  interesting  experiment  lately 
tried  by  one  of  ray  men.  In  April,  he  was  trans- 
ferring some  trout-fry  from  the  rearing-tanks  to 
a pond,  and  took  them  to  the  pond  in  a tub. 
After  turning  them  out,  one  was  found  still  in 
the  tub.  The  man  filled  the  latter  with  water, 
and  left  it,  and  the  trout  remained  quite  well,  and 
lived  in  that  tub  for  three  months  without 
change  of  water,  when,  the  tub  being  wanted,  he 
was  turned  out. — I am,  &c.,  J.  J.  Armistead. 

Solway  Fisheries,  Dumfries. 
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MAY-FLIES  FKOM  ROUMANIA. 

Sir, — I have  the  pleasure  to  enclose  you  two 
Roumanian  May-flies.  They  only  come  on  for  one 
day  here — this  year  to-day — and  are  going  about 
the  river  in  crowds.  On  the  steamer,  this  afr.er- 
noon,  coming  from  Galatz,  it  was  almost 
impossible  to  step  on  the  decks  without  squashing 
one,  and  all  over  the  place  were  May-flies  in  their 
various  stages,  and  empty  skins  lying  about. 
Along  the  edge  of  the  river  they  lie  almost  like 
snow  on  water. 

The  Roumanians  call  the  day  they  come 
“Rosalie,”  and  make  a ‘ kef,”  as  they  call  it; 
that  is,  wine-drinking,  dancing  their  native 
dance,  the  “ Hora,”  getting  drunk,  and  probably 
end  up  with  a little  stabbing ! 

About  six  weeks  later  come  on  a flight  of  dies, 
fhe  same  shape  as  Maj -flies,  but  about  -|in.  long, 
and  all  yellow. 

I saw  some  men  with  acarp,  last  week,  13  kilos, 
281b.  to  291b.  This  is  surely  a “whopper.” — I 
am,  &c.,  “Rook.” 

Braila.  June  22,  1893. 

[The  May -flies  sent  are  never  seen  alive  in  this 
country.  The  general  shape  is  like  our  May-fly, 
but  the  wings,  which  are  of  a violet  tint,  have 
mot  the  same  strong,  netlike  markings.  The 
body  of  the  male  fly  sent  is  fin.  long,  of  a prim- 
rose colour  underneath,  and  black  along  the  back. 
The  two  tails  of  the  male  are  also  primrose 
colour  and  very  long— 2fin. — Ed  ] 


FISHING  IN  THE  SHETLAND  ISLANDS. 

Sir, — Doubtless  some  of  your  readers  may  be 
thinking  of  going  to  the  above  Islands  to  fish 
during  their  summer  holidays.  Should  they 
meditate  journeying  to  the  Walls  or  Clousta 
districts  I should  advise  them  to  make  inquiries, 
as  I know  the  Clousta  fishings  are  already  let,  and 
they  are  trying  to  do  the  same  with  the  Mel  by. 

Last  year  there  was  a considerable  amount  of 
disappointment  and  friction  caused  by  the  Melby 
estate  being  let  after  people  had  arrived. — I am, 
&c..  Tourist. 

Darlington,  July  21. 


LAKE  VYRNWY. 

Sir, — Having  seen  several  letters  in  your  valu- 
able paper  re  fishing  in  Lake  Vyrnwy,  North 
Wales,  may  I trespass  on  your  space  to  add  my 
own  experience  there.  I stayed  at  Lake  Vyrnwy 
Hotel  last  month  for  a week’s  fishing.  In  all 
justice  to  the  lake,  it  must  be  allowed  that  the 
previous  long  drought  militated  against  good 
sport,  but  the  result  of  my  week’s  fishing  was,  in 
the  lake,  one  trout  (caught  spinning),  and  one 
trout  (fib.),  caught  with  fly  in  the  river.  The 
hqtel  is  very  good,  very  comfortable,  with  a 
nicely  furnished  ladies’  room,  and  an  excellent 
billiard  room  and  table,  lavatory,  &c.  Miss 
Davis,  the  manageress,  does  her  best  to  make  her 
visitors  comfortable  in  every  way,  but  the  ques- 
tion which  arises  in  the  mind  of  a fisherman  is. 
Is  it  worth  while  to  go  a long  distance  from 
London,  with  very  expensive  posting  charges  at 
the  end  of  a long  railway  journey,  and  a large 
hotel  bill  to  follow  (for  no  one  can  call  Lake 
Vyrnwy  Hotel  an  inexpensive  hotel),  unless  you 
are  certain  of.  at  all  events,  fairly  good  sport 
at  the  end  ? You  cannot  call  the  fishing  good  in 
a lake  where,  under  any  circumstances,  the  fish 
will  not  rise  to  the  fly  at  any  time  of  the  twenty- 
four  hours — in  the  month  of  June — for  a whole 
week.  The  few  caught  whilst  the  writer  was  at 
Vyrnwy  were  with  a minnow  trailing  behind  a 
boat  late  in  the  evening.  The  scenery,  air,  and 
surroundings  of  Lake  Vyrnwy  are  lovely.  The 
hotel  very  comfortable,  but  expensive.  The  fish- 
ing is  said  to  be  excellent  at  times,  but  my  expe- 
rience was  a most  unfortunate  one.  I would 
strongly  advise  any  angler  who  thinks  of 
paying  a visit  to  Lake  Vyrnwy  to  first  find  out 
if  the  trout  in  the  lake  are  taking,  and,  if  so, 
whether  minnow  or  fly. — I am,  &c., 

A Fly-Fisherjian. 


BANK  ANGLING. 

Sir, — Can  you  inform  me  the  nearest  place  on 
the  Thames  or  Lea  for  good  bank  angling  for 
pike  and  perch  P — I am,  &c.,  C.  P. 

[You  are  full  soon  in  the  season  for  these  fish. 
For  the  Lea,  Ware  ; or  for  the  Thames,  Shop- 
per ton.] 


AN  ANGLER  DROWNED  BY  HIS  CREEL. 

Sir, — The  sad  accident  mentioned  in  last  week’s 
issue,  which  cost  Mr.  Tattersall  his  life,  ends 
thus  : “All  were  saved  but  Mr.  Tattersall,  who 
was  a good  swimmer.  His  death  is  attributed  to 
his  being  hampered  with  his  creel.” 

Surely,  enough  has  been  written  on  the  subject 
already  to  prove  the  necessity  of  having  a basket 
or  bag  so  easily  detached  that  a man  can  free 
himself  from  it  in  a second. 

Scotch,  Welsh,  and  North  of  England  anglers 
who  wade  rapid  rivers  (often  in  flood)  have  fre- 
quently to  “ chance  it  ” in  fording  the  river,  say, 
going  home  after  a day’s  fishing,  with  a more  or 
less  full  creel. 

Then  there  is  at  all  times  the  risk  of  stepping 
into  a hole  in  river  or  loch.  It  is  bad  enough  to 
battle  in  a swollen  river  with  “ waders,”  without 
having  a heavy  basket,  and  let  any  man  try  to 
take  off  a heavy  creel  in  the  usual  way,  by 
forcing  the  shoulder-strap  over  his  head  with 
both  hands,  whilst  the  current  is  hurling  him  on- 
wards to  destntetion,  and  he  will  realise  how  it 
flurries  him,  and  takes  his  breath  away,  and,  in 
fact,  gives  him  no  chance.  Here  is  a good 
swimmer,  whose  creel  probably  was  not  full,  lost 
when  all  the  others  were  saved  who  were  thrown 
into  the  water  at  the  same  time  by  the  upsetting 
of  the  boat. 

Now,  as  was  recently  stated  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  I have  used  for  years  a buckle  I had 


made  by  a working  jeweller  (after  many  altera- 
tions), and  I can  free  myself  from  my  basket  (all 
the  easier  if  a trifle  heavy)  in  a second.  Mr. 
Gillet,  of  Fetter-lane,  brought  it  out  years  ago, 
and  would,  no  doubt,  be  happy  to  show  it  to  any 
one  who  cares  to  see  it.  I may  add  that  the  strap 
must  be  fitted  with  good  eyelet  holes  ; this  is  quite 
essential,  and  then  the  buckle  will  be  safe,  and 
not  till  then. 

As  I have  done  my  trout  fishing  for  the  year, 
and  as  my  only  aim  is  to  earnestly  force  upon 
brother  anglers  the  value  of  my  very  simple 
invention.  I will  be  delighted  to  send  my  own  strap 
and  buckle  to  any  responsible  person— secretary 
of  an  angling  society,  &c. — to  show  the  working 
of  it.  Again  T say,  that  neither  in  this  nor  in 
any  other  of  my  inventions  for  angling  purposes, 
do  I ever  receive  a penny.  Indeed,  I may  use  the 
words  of  a friend,  when  speaking  of  a venture 
of  his  own  on  a larger  scale  : “ In  fact,”  he  said, 
“ the  profit  is  a dead  loss.” 

Seriously,  is  human  life  so  cheap  that  men  will 
rather  be  drowned  than  use  a buckle  which,  if 
well  and  truly  made,  frees  an  angler  in  a second 
of  the  heaviest  creel,  without  necessitating  the 
touching  of  the  shoulder  strap  ? 

I would  be  most  happy  to  forward  my  strap  to 
the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Fly-fishers’  Club,  of  which  I 
am  a member,  if  requested.  To  be  perfect,  strap 
and  buckle  should  be  sold  together,  as  it  is 
essential  that  they  work  without  a hitch,  and 
eyelet  holes  are  quite  essential  to  this.  It  quite 
pains  me  to  think  that  poor  Mr.  Tattersall  would 
have  been  alive  to-day  had  his  basket  been  fitted 
like  my  own — since  he  was  a good  swimmer. — I 
am,  &c.,  F-  M.  Tod. 


BAITS  FOR  BASS. 

Sir. — I have  read  “ Glanrhos’  ” letter  re  bass 
baits,  and  enclose  you  what  has  proved  a good 
thing.  It  is  not  my  invention,  but  the  idea  of  our 
member  for  the  royal  borough,  F.  T.  Barry,  Esq., 
M.P.,  who  kills  well  with  it  in  the  Wick  Caithness 
waters.  It  wears  quite  white — a very  important 
feature.  When  in  quest  of  bass,  ling,  lythe, 
saithe,  &c.,  put  this  one  up  and  try  it. — I am, 
&c.,  B.  R.  Bambridge. 

[Mr.  Barry’s  bait  is  simple  and  strong,  and 
looks  like  a killer. — Ed  ] 


LONDON  V.  SHEFFIELD. 

Sir, — The  meeting  held  on  Tuesday  last  at  the 
Citizen,  70,  Houndsditch,  E.C  , to  arrange  for  a 
match  under  the  above  title,  was,  unfortunately, 
lacking  the  presence  of  many  who  favour  the 
idea,  but  were  prevenled  from  attending  by 
previous  engagements  and  the  rather  short  notice. 
It  was,  therefore,  proposed  to  request  all  those 
who  attended,  and  as  many  others  who  can 
possibly  do  so,  to  be  present  at  the  same  place  of 
meetiKg  at  9 p.m.  on  Friday,  August  4,  just  to 
show  Sheffielders  that  London  holds  anglers 
whose  skill  in  wielding  the  long  pole  is  worthy 
of  support  against  any  opponents  in  any  other 
style. — I am,  &c.,  J.  McDermott. 

VASELINE  ON  FLOATING  FLIES. 

Sir, — Here  is  a wrinkle  for  the  benefit  of  all  mem- 
bers of  the  dry-fly  craft.  Apply  a small  quantity  of 
vaselinetothebodiesof  your  big  evening  flies  by  the 
aid  of  a match  or  piece  of  stick,  and  gently  rub  the 
hackle  between  your  finger  and  thumb.  The  fly 
thus  treated  will  float  like  a haystack ! Don’t 
put  any  vaseline  on  the  wings,  or  you  will  spoil 
the  fly.  The  value  of  this  dodge  in  the  last  half- 
hour  of  daylight  cannot  be  exaggerated.  Have 
you  tried  vaseline  on  your  winch  line  ? It  not, 
do  so,  and  you  will  never  use  anything  else.  All 
the  worry  of  changing  your  big  sedges  in  the 
dusk  in  order  to  keep  them  afloat  is  avoided  by 
this  simple  treatment  of  the  fly. — I am,  &c., 

Bromley,  Kent.  C.  W.  Gedney. 

A GOOD  ANGLER. 

Sir, — A few  days  back  I was  roach-fishing 
with  one  of  Booth’s  light  bamboo  roach-rods, 
running  silk  line,  three  yards  of  gut,  and  15-inch 
drawn-bottom  No.  12  hook.  As  the  roach  were 
not  biting  I put  on  a minnow,  threw  it  in,  and  in 
a few  minutes  was  fast  in  a nice  fish,  which,  after 
ten  minutes’  playing,  I brought  to  the  side.  My 
friend  succeeded  in  putting  the  net  under,  and 
landed  a pike,  which  next  morning  weighed 
41b.  14oz. — I am,  &c.,  W.  R. 


FISHING  AT  PENZANCE. 

Sir, — I am  much  obliged  for  your  letter  con- 
taining information  as  to  the  fishing  to  be  obtained 
near  Swansea,  and  am  anticipating  a good  time 
amongst  the  finny  tribe  down  that  way. 

The  best  sea  fishing  I have  ever  had  on  terra 
firma  was  off  the  Penzance  pier,  three  years 
since,  fishing  with  paternoster,  and  using  pil- 
chard for  bait.  I landed  several  plaice  up  to 
6lb.  each,  and  numerous  congers  and  gurnards. 
The  amusing  part  of  it  was  that  all  my  friends 
were  emphatic  in  their  assertion  that  plaice  was 
the  last  fish  we  should  ever  catch  there.  In 
one  and  a half  hours’  fishing  from  a boat,  some 
three  cr  four  miles  from  shore,  two  of  us  secured 
a basket  of  six  dozen  good  whiting. 

In  short,  as  I said  before,  for  fishing  and  also 
for  the  magnificent  scenery,  Penzance  is  a first- 
class  place  to  go  to. 

Perhaps  these  few  items  may  be  useful  to  you 
if  you  find  yourself  down  that  part  of  the  country. 

We  have  lately  had  our  reservoir  opened  for 
fishing  (trout)— limit  eight  fish  per  day  per  rod. 
Two  friends  of  mine  went  over  a few  weeks  since, 
and  with  four  hours’  fishing  had  a bag  of  sixteen 
fish,  turning  the  scale  at  491b.  Every  one  has 
the  best  of  sport,  the  fishing  having  been  strictly 
preserved  for  some  years.  Another  friend  of 
mine  has  three  set  up,  going  13|lb.  the  lot. 
These  hang  in  his  dining  room,  next  to  a pike  of 
27|lb.,  captured  by  him  last  year  in  some  loca^ 
waters. — I am,  &c.,  Jno.  Sheffield. 

Northampton.  

FISHING  AT  WINDERMERE. 

Sir, — During  the  first  week  of  August  I wish 
to  spend  a week  on  Windermere  in  fishing.  I 
prefer  trout  fishing,  but  should  be  grateful  for 
information  both  as  to  trout  and  perch  fishing. 
Will  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  where  is  the 
best  part  on  Windermere  for  trout,  and  where  for 
perch  ? Whether  any  particular  bait  or  mode  of 
fishing  is  necessary  for  the  latter,  and  whether  I 
can  obtain  clean  lodgings,  with  board,  at  Newby 
Bridge  or  Bowness,  and  which  is  the  nearest  of 
the  two  to  the  best  fishing  ground  ? I shall  be 
grateful  for  any  hints  which  can  be  given.  Is  a 
trout  license  necessary,  and  where  must  it  be 
obtained  ?— I am,  &c.  R.  W.  K. 
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FLY-FISHING  NEAR  CHESTER. 

Sm, — I shall  be  glad  of  information  as  to  the 
■whereabouts  of  some  fly-fishing  close  to  Chester 
and  North  Wales,  how  permission  is  granted,  and 
the  charges  for  same. — I am,  &c., 

Hokace  Oliver. 

[There  is  plenty  of  good  fishing  close  to 
Chester.  The  Dee  or  Lliw  contains  some 
splendid  trout,  but  it  is  nearly  all  preserved. 
At  Llanwchllyn  the  water  is  preserved  by  Sir. 
W.  W.  Wynne.  Perhaps  some  of  our  readers  who 
know  the  place  well  will  answer  you  more  fully.] 


FLY-FISHING  FOR  BASS. 

Sir, — The  bait  your  correspondent  “ Glanrhos  ” 
mentions  is  very  like  my  soleskin  bait,  which  I 
have  made  for  the  last  twenty  years,  with  various 
mountings.  It  is  indeed  a very  good  bait,  but 
scarcely  comes  up  to  the  Drab  Spinning  Sand-eel, 
it  certainly  has  the  advantage  of  being  made  of 
fish  skin,  and,  being  without  the  quill  in  the 
interior,  becomes  soft,  and  the  bass  is  not  liable  to 
strike  the  pointed  end  of  the  quill.  I should  be 
pleased  to  send  your  correspondent  one  or  two  of 
my  special  bass  baits  for  him  to  try,  as  it  is  only  by 
actual  practical  experience  that  we  can  get  at  the 
best  baits.  I see  he  mentions  taking  bass  up  to 
Illb.  weight.  Would  he  kindly  give  me  the  date 
when  caught,  the  locality,  and  the  name  of 
captor,  as  I keep  a record  of  all  heavy  fish  ? — I 
am,  &c.,  William  Heardee. 

Plymouth.  

FISHING  FROM  THE  REEL.  &c. 

Sir, — Allow  me  to  thank  your  correspondents 
for  their  replies,  which  my  letter,  asking  for 
information,  has  produced,  especially  “ Bertie  ” 
for  bis  letter,  which  quite  hits  the  spirit  with 
which  mine  was  indited.  I think  that  probably 
he,  in  the  first  instance,  selects  his  “peg-down,” 
and  trusts  more  to  fortune  for  what  fish  he  can 
take  in  his  long  swim,  which  may  be  weedy,  not 
of  uniform  depth,  &c.  With  regard  to  “ Trent 
Angler  No  1 ” I would  remark  that  he  proposes 
a ((uestion  to  me,  and  answers  it  himself.  With 
regard  to  the  bagging  and  bowing,  I would  refer 
him  to  the  letter  of  “ Lea  Angler,”  who  has 
evidently  suffered  from  the  annoyance,  for 
he  asks,  “ Where,  in  the  Mole,  I can  run 
off  40  yards  of  line  without  its  occurrence  P” 

I have  often  seen  men  who  would  talk 
fishing  by  the  hour,  men  who  pose  as  authorities 
upon  the  art  of  angling,  with  their  lines 
under  water,  and  so  bowed  and  bellied  that 
it  was  no  wonder,  to  me,  that  they  never  took  a 
“ bag  ” home.  I would  add  that  my  reels  are 
simply  good  ordinary  ones,  kept  well  oiled,  and 
that  my  running  tackle  is  the  finest  and  strongest 
that  I can  get.  I again  assert  that  they  run  out 
without  manipulation.  For  further  information, 
if  “ Trent  Angler  ” will  try  a day  with  J.  Spong, 
of  Twickenham ; Spicer,  of  Staines ; Stroud,  of 
Sunbury,  either  will  demonstrate  to  him  how  it 
is  done.  I have  seen  the  last-mentioned  of  these 
strike  a roach  quite  fifty  yards  off.  Old  Spong’s 
constant  reminder  to  his  customers  when  fishing 
is  to  “ let  her  go,”  as  “ some  of  the  big  ’uns  have 
taken  outside  places.”  “ Trent  Angler’s  ” and 
also  “ Lea  Angler’s  ” letters  were  simply  fund  for 
amusement  on  Saturday  evening  last.  0 ne  Thames 
fisherman  would  like  to  know  if  “ T.  A.  ” had  ever 
seen  a Nottingham  reel.  By  being  a Nottingham 
fisherman,  I meant  to  infer  that  I preferred  the 
Nottingham  style.  I am  as  thoroughbred  a 
Cockney  as  a man  born  in  the  West  can  be.  I am 
glad  to  find  that  “ Trent  Angler  No.  2 ” has  found 
something  refreshing  for  this  extremely  hot 
weather.  If  he  will  take  the  copy  of  my  letter  out 
with  him  when  fishing,  he  will  be  in  no  danger 
from  sunstroke — if  he  has  not  got  it  already.  I 
presume  that,  having  fished  the  Trent,  he  knows, 
or  ought  to  know,  that  there  are  no  works  in  a 
Nottingham  reel.  How  strangely  similar  those 
letters  of  “T.  A.  I and  2”  read!  Were  they 
written  in  the  same  room  ? My  remarks  upon 
the  fisherman  whose  line  was  bagging  and  bowing 
all  over  the  swim  were  intended  to  be  what 
Artemus  Ward  called  “ sarkas-tical,”  but  it 
seems  to  be  as  hard  a matter  to  drive  a joke  into 
the  skulls  of  some  Trent  anglers  as  into  the 
cranium  of  the  proverbial  Caledonian.  But,  in 
answer  to  his  question,  I have  seen  such  things  at 
Nottingham,  but  not  with  experienced  men.  1 have 
fished  the  Trent  with  some  good  men,  viz., 


Francis  Francis,  Bailey,  Bendigo,  Spey,  and 
Alfred  Shaw,  and  jointly  with  some  good 
cricketers  of  the  olden  time  from  the  old  Trent 
Bridge,  when  we  have  had  a match  on  there. 
And  now  I come  to  the  last  of  your  correspon- 
dents, to  whom  my  letter  seems  to  have  caused 
some  disquietude.  I can  conceive  the  state  of 
mind  of  this  angler  when  he  supposed  that  his 
favourite  roach-pole  is  attacked.  With  regard  to 
his  3 to  1,  I would  remark  that  if  he  had  been  out 
with  me  on  July  18,  I should  have  caught  twenty 
to  his  one,  simplv  from  the  fact  that  the  roach 
were  feeding  (Mole)  at  the  end  of  the  swim, 
25  yards  off,  and  that  no  fish  were  taken  near  the 
bank.  I could  tell  him  where,  in  the  Mole,  I can 
let  out  40  yards  of  line,  from  my  reel,  without 
manipulation;  but  I refrain,  for  several  reasons, 
one  being  that  a fisherman  of  such  asperity  of 
manner  would  spoil  the  fishing  in  even  the 
apathetic  and  “ sullen  Mole.”  By  referring  to 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  July  22,  he  will  see,  under 
the  title  of  Epsom  Angling  Society,  what  I 
took  in  a long  swim  in  the  Mole  between 
2 p.m.  and  6.30  p.m.  “ Lea  Angler  ” is 
assuming  that  I always  let  out  40  yards  of 
line,  and  forgets  that  fish  take  the  lure  at 
all  parts  of  the  swim.  I have  not  the  least 
doubt  that  there  are  plenty  of  men  who 
would  fish  a match  with  me,  but  I am  no  match 
fisher.  My  object  in  writing  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette  was  to  find  out  the  strength  of  roach  and 
bream  lines  in  comparison  to  their  stoutness,  and 
not  to  step  upon  the  top  joint  of  any  man’s  rod, 
or,  rather,  the  tail  of  his  coat.  I should  like  to 
read  arguments  in  favour  of  each  style  of 
fishing ; but  I don’t  care  about  shallow  gibes,  or 
feeble  attempts  to  be  funny. — I am,  &c., 

J.  Jeffery. 


SEA  FISHING  ON  THE  S.W.  COAST. 

Sir, — A gentleman,  who  is  well-known  as  an 
enthusiastic  sea- fisherman,  gave  me  a call  last 
week  on  his  return  from  the  Scilly  Islands, 
where  he  has  been  having  some  wonderful  sport 
amongst  the  pollack.  He  always  fishes  with  two 
lines  astern,  fitted  in  a style  of  his  own  design, 
which  is  very  effective;  he  only  uses  a single 
bait  at  the  end  of  each,  which  is  the  Red  Spinning 
India-rubber  Sand-eel,  which  he  swears  by  in 
preference  to  any  natural  bait.  He  told  me  he 
was  fishing  about  seven  days,  and  his  total  catch 
was  1020,  varying  from  41b.  to  1241b.,  all  the  fish 
of  smaller  size  he  carefully  unhooked  and  put 
back,  as  he  said,  to  grow  bigger  by  the  next  time 
he  went  there. 

I should  say  that  he  used  a small  steam  launch, 
and  always  whiffed  under  steam. 

I wonder  more  people  do  not  go  fishing  to  the 
Scilly  Isles,  there  is  such  an  abundance  of  pollack, 
and  boat  hire  is  so  cheap.  The  last  time  my  friend 
was  there  he  caught  1800  in  eleven  days. 

I should  be  pleased  to  give  any  of  your  readers 
particulars  as  to  a locality  and  mode  of  fitting  a 
line. — I am,  &c.,  William  Hearder. 

Plymouth.  

FISHING  AT  WAINFLEET. 

• Sir, — It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  there 
is  some  very  good  sport  in  our  Wainfleet  river, 
which  is  open  free  in  the  fishing  season.  For 
persons  who  want  bracing  air  and  plenty  of 
fishing,  Wainfleet  cannot  be  excelled.  There  are 
plenty  of  good  apartments,  and  cheap.  It 
is  only  five  miles  from  Skegness  on  the 
Great  Northern  Railway.  A fisherman  with 
whom  1 am  acquainted  gets  some  good  catches, 
although  the  fish  are  not  very  large.  There 
are  special  trains  from  all  parts  to  Skegness, 
from  whence  anglers  can  re-bookto  Wainfleet  at  a 
fare  of  5d.  I think  Wainfleet  is  worth  a tria.l — 
I am,  &c.,  G.  F.  W.  Cash. 

The  Elms,  Wainfleet. 


WIMBLEDON  LAKE. 

Sir, — Could  you  give  me,  through  the  medium 
of  the  F.  G.,  any  information  about  Wimbledon 
Lake  ? What  are  the  best  baits  for  carp  and  bream, 
also  are  there  any  jack  or  perch  ? Any  other 
advice  appertaining  to  the  water  or  tackle  will  be 
much  appreciated. — I am,  &c..  Can. 

[Wimbledon  Lake  contains  carp,  bream,  pike, 
roach,  dace,  and  barbel.  For  carp  use  paste 
(ledgeringj,  with  triangle  ^ooks.  Bream  are 
partial  to  maiden  lobworms.  'It  is  not  much  use 
trying  for  pike  during  the  summer  months.] 
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BEOWN  TEOUT  PISHIHG  IN  NOEWAY. 

Sir, — Will  anyone  from  his  own  experience 
advise  me  where  to  go  for  brown  fronting  in  [■■ 
Norway  during  three  weeks  in  September,  with 
hints  as  to  flies  ? Cheap  hut  comfortable  quarters,  | 
fairly  accessible  from  one  of  the  larger  ports 
desirable.  Can  anyone  who  has  tried  Aaseral 
give  information  about  the  fishing  there?— 

I am,  &c.,  H.  A.  V. 

FISHING  AT  BOURNEMOUTH. 

Sir, — Will  you  kindly  inform  me  whether  ' 
there  is  any  good  fishing  at  Bournemouth,  and  | 
what  kind  of  fish  ? — I am,  &c.,  J.  Barber. 

[Very  good  fishing  on  the  Stour.  Pike,  perch,  I 
chub,  roach,  &c.  Apply  to  Mr.  J.  G.  Tigwell, 

18,  Arcade,  Bournemouth.] 


FISHING  AT  EXETER. 

Sir, — Can  you  tell  me  if  good  trout  fishing  can  . 
be  had  by  a resident  at  Exeter,  or  in  the  t 
immediate  neighbourhood,  for  small  expense  P — I j 
am,  &c.,  G-  E.  S. 

[On  the  Exe  there  is  some  good  fishing — 
salmon,  trout,  pike,  dace,  and  perch.  At 
Dulverton  some  good  trouting,  free  of  the  hotels,  , 
or  by  small  payment.] 


FISHING  AT  RAMSGATE. 

Sir, — Will  you  kindly  answer  in  the  correspon- 
dence of  the  next  issue  if  there  is  any  river  a 
fishing  to  be  obtained  near  Ramsgate?  Also  if  'b 
there  is  any  good  sea-fishing  at  this  time  of  the  ( 
year  ? I am  going  to  spend  the  next  week  there,  q 
and  would  take  some  tackle  with  me. — I am,  j| 
&c.,  A.  M.  ", 

[Fair  sea-fishing  for  cod  and  whiting.  Fresh- 
water fishing  at  Minster,  in  the  Stour.] 


A BIG  ROACH  REPORTED.  j, 

Sir, — Mr.  H.  Brown,  of  Kennington,  fishing  at  I 
Araberley,  on  July  23  (with  a tight  line),  caught  a i 
grand  roach.  When  weighed  at  the  fish  pre-  » 
server’s  on  Monday  mid-day  scaled  2Ib.  ?4oz.  full.  , 
Had  the  fish  been  in  good  condition  it  would  have  \ 
weighed  about  lib.  heavier  (so  he  was  told). — ji 
I am,  &c.,  Jas.  S.ands. 

St.  Alban’s  and  Excelsior  Angling  Club. 


THE  MEDWAY  (TONBRIDGE).  '■ 

Sir,  — “ R.  E.  W.”  says  : — “ London  clubs  |i 
please  take  notice  : No  fishing  without  a ticket.”  J 
What  is  the  price,  where  am  I to  obtain,  and  | 
for  what  distance  does  this  ticket  (be  itj  daily, 
weekly,  &c.)  allow  one  to  fish.® — I am  &c., 

Old  Angler.  • 


STEEL  CENTRED  RODS. 

Sir, — Would  any  of  your  readers  who  use 
steel  centred  rods,  perhaps  say  through  the 
medium  of  your  interesting  paper  if  they  have 
had  similar  experiences  to  those  related  in  your 
paper  of  last  week.  If  so,  it  would  seem  that  i 
these  rods  are  rather  dangerous  to  use  in  a 
thunderstorm. — I am,  &c.,  S. 


SILK  WORM  GUT. 

Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
give  me  any  information  as  to  the  process  of  the 
manufacture  of  silk  worm  gut,  or  refer  me  to 
any  books  bearing  on  the  subject  ? — I am,  &c., 

Silk  Worm. 


CORNWALL  COUNTIES  FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 


The  promoters  of  the  above  exhibition,  which 
was  opened  by  Lord  St.  Levan,  in  the  unavoidable 
absence  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated on  the  really  magnificent  collection  of 
exhibits  gathered  from  nearly  all  parts  of  the 
world.  Mr.  Evelyn  Rashleigh  (whose  love  for 
fishermen  and  for  his  county  first  conceived  the 
idea  of  establishing  a fishery  school  in  Cornwall) 
is  in  a fair  way  to  see  his  dream  realised ; and 
this  should  compensate  him  for  the  toil  he  has 
undergone. 

A full  account  of  this  most  interesting  exhibi- 
tion will  appear  in  our  next  issue. 


SUriM.EMENT  TO  THE  ELSIIING  GAZETTE 
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ANGLING  FIXTURES. 


July  30. 

Amioable  Excelsior  : Roving  match. 

Blackfriars  : Match  at  Watoringhury. 

Clapham  Junction  ; Match  at  Woking. 

Good  Intent : Match  at  Cheshunt. 

Great  Eastern  ; Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 

Great  Yarmouth  Working  Men’s  Angling  Society  : 
Match  at  Cantley. 

Hounsfield  Otters  : Match  at  Harlow. 

Jubilee  ; Match  at  Langley. 

Junior  Piscatorials  : Prize  outing. 

Lincoln  : Outing  to  Bourne  End. 

North-East  Brothers  : Match  in  Forty-Guinea  Water. 
Park  : Match  in  Forty-Guinea  Water. 

Penge  : Outing  to  club  water. 

Pixie  Brothers  : Match  at  Amberley. 

Rodney  Piscatorials  : Outing  to  Amberley. 

Sociable  Brothers  : Match  at  Cheshunt. 

St.  John’s  : Roving  match  on  the  Lea. 

St.  Thomas’s  : Match. 

Waltham  Brothers  : Match. 

Western  Piscatorials  : Outing  to  Henle3'. 

July  31. 

Royal  Oak  : Smoking  Concert. 

Auin^st  1. 

Gresham  ; Punt  outing  at  Windsor. 

August  2. 

Amicable  Excelsior  : Quarterly  night. 

Camden  ; Quarterly  night. 

Walworth  Waltonians  ; Special  meeting. 

August  3. 

Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorials  : Match  at  Ormesby 
Broad. 

August  4. 

St.  John’s:  Special  meeting. 

FIXTUEES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

Aug.  6. — Albert  Piscatorials  : Match  at  Pulborough. 

,,  6. — Battersea  Friendly  : Roving  Match. 

,,  9. — Angler’s  Luncheon  at  Broxbourne,  tickets  3s. 

(Walton  Tercentenary). 

,,  10. — Norlands  : Outing  to  Langley. 

„ 12. — Copenhagen  : Outing  to  Harlington. 

,,  13. — Bloomsbury  Brothers  : Match  at  Slough 

Canal. 

,,  13. — Brompton  : Match  at  Y'alding. 

,,  13. — Gigantic  competition  in  Slough  Canal  for 

benefit  of  sufferers  in  Skegness  disaster. 
,,  13. — West  Ham  : Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 

„ 14. — Convivial : Visit. 

,,  1(5. — North-East  Brothers  : Special  meeting. 

,,  20. — Amicable  Brothers:  Outing  to  Amberley. 

,,  20.— Bostonians  : Match  at  Pangbourne. 

,,  20. — Waggoners  : Match. 

,,  21. — Globe  : Smoking  Concert. 

,,  21. — Good  Intent : Dinner  at  Rye  House. 

,,  23. — Crown  and  Buckland  : Special  meeting. 


Eepxts  from  Clufts 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Tliurs- 
day  IMCorning.  Thursday  night’s  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  mor  ning . Address  “ Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,” 
marked  “ Club  Repoet  ” outside  envelope. 


UOXICE. 

SECRETARIES  OP  CLUBS  who  take  in  The 
Pishing  Gazette  are  reminded  that  we  shall  be 
pleased  to  send  them  a nicely  got  up  and  strongly  bound 
Steading  Case  for  same,  gratis  on  receipt  of  a card 
addressed  to  the  “ Manager,”  The  Fishing  Gazette, 
St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C.,  asking 
for  same  to  be  sent.  

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  Iiist. — Easteen 
Disteict  No.  2. — A successful  visit  on  the  above  list 
was  paid  the  North  London  Angling  Society  on  Monday 
last,  when  sixteen  clubs  were  represented,  and  a pleasant 
evening  spent.  The  next  visit  will  take  place  at  the  St. 
John’s  Angling  Society,  Empress  of  Russia,  St.  John- 
street-road,  Clerkenwell.  Date  next  week.  — F. 
Thoeling. 

Anglers’ Association  Visiting  List. — Westeen 
Disteict. — On  Thursday,  July  20,  a most  successful 
visit  was  paid  to  the  Sundial  Angling  Society.  On  the 
roll  call  twelve  clubs  were  well  represented.  The  A.  B. 
box  contained  13s.  6d.,  and  I was  very  sorry  to  have  to 
leave  in  the  midst  of  such  good  harmony.  A match  will 
take  place  in  the  Slough  Canal  on  August  13  for  several 
prizes,  which  have  been  obtained  through  Mr.  Cook,  of 
the  Brickmakers’  Arms,  Slough,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
widows  and  children  of  the  late  members  who  were 
drowned  in  the  Skegness  disaster.  Further  particulars 
next  week.— J.  W.  Haeeis,  visiting  officer. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Cowlej'  Arms,  Nor- 
mandy-place,  Brixton,  S.W. — On  the  16th  inst.,  Mr. 
Bryant,  roach ; Mr.  Barnes  weighed-in  dace ; on  the 
18th  inst.  Mr.  W.  Warde,  roach  ; on  the  23rd  inst.,  Mr. 
Bryant,  bream  and  roach;  on  the  24th  inst.,  Mr.  W. 
Warde,  dace  (including  one  fine  specimen  taken  with 
the  fly).  Our  next  match  takes  place  at  Pulborough, 
for  four  prizes,  on  Aug.  6,  and  full  particulars  next 
Wednesday.  Last  Wednesday  we  elected  two  new 


honorarj'  members  (Mr.  Grigg  and  Mr.  W.  Johnson). 
Still  have  room  for  a few  more  members. — W.  H. 
Betant,  hon.  sec. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate. — 

On  the  26th  inst.  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting 
were  read  and  confirmed.  Mr.  Jackson  has  resigned  the 
chairmanship,  and  Mr.  Fuller  elected  chairman  for  the 
ensuing  (juarter.  The  members  weighed  on  the  23rd 
were  Messrs.  Boreham,  Bridge,  and  Hill.  Mr.  Morgan 
and  Mr.  Challen  had  fish  but  did  not  weigh  in. — B. 
Abeahams,  sec. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-placo,  Lincoln’s-inn-fields. — On  July  23  our  trays 
were  well  filled  by  the  following  : — S.  Masters,  a nice 
show  of  roach,  two  largest  11b.  Ihoz.  and  11b.  8oz.; 
W.  Hall,  roach  and  dace  ; W.  Thornet,  roach  and  dace, 
and  bream  ; and  W.  Stewart,  roach. — G.  Maeeiott, 
sec. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square,  E.C. — On  July  23  Mr.  Harding 
weighed  in  a nice  show  of  roach  and  dace.  The  date  of 
our  outing  at  Amberley  has  been  altered  to  the  third 
Sunday  in  August ; all  to  go  down  by  the  first  train. 
Time  of  fishing,  &c.,  to  be  arranged.— F.  G.  Hutchins. 

Amicable  Bxcelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea. — Gn  July  23  some  nice 
shows  of  roach  and  bream  were  weighed  in.  On  J uly  30  we 
fish  our  roving  match  ; private  waters,  and  jack  barred. 
On  Wednesday  next,  Aug.  2,  will  be  quarterly  night.— 

J.  Rich,  sec. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  Sun 

Tavern,  Great  Sutton-street,  Clerkenwell. — Several  of 
the  members  of  the  above  were  out  on  the  23rd  inst.  with 
this  result : Mr.  Tomkins,  a good  show  of  roach  and 
dace  ; Mr.  Nunn,  ditto  ; Mr.  Hill,  a fine  show  of  bream, 
roach,  and  dace  (several  of  the  bream  being  specimen 
fish) ; and  Mr.  Dyer,  with  barbel,  roach,  and  dace.  The 
large  roach  taken  by  one  of  our  late  members,  Mr.  White- 
bread,  has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Sparrow. — 
Repoetee. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W. — A match  will 
take  jdace  on  Aug.  6 and  7,  both  days  take  to  weigh. 
Roving,  four  prizes.  A special  meeting  for  important 
business  will  be  held  on  Tuesday  next,  when  all 
members  are  requested  to  attend.  On  July  16  Mr. 
Wastell  weighed  in  101b.  9oz.  roach  and  dace  from 
Chertsey  ; on  the  23rd,  Mr.  Wastell,  from  Chertsey,  61b. 
roach  ; Mr.  J.  Antcliffe,  bream,  from  Amberley ; Mr. 
W.  Chettle,  dace,  from  the  Colne,  one  lOfoz. — Geo. 
Mumfoed,  sec. 

Battersea  United  Piscatorials,  Lord  Ranelagh, 
Verona-street,  S.W. —On  July  26  our  first  annual  supper 
took  place,  and  turned  out  a success.  A hearty  vote  of 
thanks  w'as  accorded  to  our  worthy  host  for  the  able 
manner  in  which  the  supper  was  placed  on  the  table. 
During  the  evening  some  excellent  harmony  was 
rendered  by  the  following  gentlemen  : — Messrs.  Bo  water 
and  May,  Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society  ; Messrs. 
H.  Smith,  G.  'Trowbridge,  F.  Jury,  F.  Wilson,  J.  Keene, 
jun.,  W.  Russell,  and  Mr.  Bartlett;  our  pianist,  Mr. 
Dineham,  also  assisted  most  ably.  Prizes  to  the  value 
of  .£9  were  promised  for  the  ensuing  season.  During 
the  past  season  5611b.  of  fish  have  been  weighed  in, 
Messrs.  E.  Wilson,  P.  Wilson,  Mackrell,  and  Jury  being 
the  most  succespiul.  The  following  members  took 
prizes  :— Mr.  E.  Wilson,  seven  prizes;  Mr.  Mackrell, 
four;  Mr.  F.  Wilson,  three;  Mr.  Steele,  two;  Mr. 
Smith,  one;  Mr.  Aplin,  one;  Mr.  Ellis,  one:  Mr. 

Hinkley,  one  ; and  Mr.  Trowbridge,  one.  I should  like 
to  see  all  members  present  next  meeting  night. — A. 
’Teowbeidge,  sec. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 

pack,  Bermondsey-street. — The  members  of  tne  above 
fished  a competition  for  their  July  series  of  prizes,  at 
Amberley,  on  the  23rd,  under  same  conditions  as  governed 
the  South  London  competition.  Result : Mr.  D.  Dodson, 
71b.  14ioz.,  first,  and  also  taking  second  prize  in  South 
London  competition;  H.  Putman,  lib.  lljoz.,  second; 
and  G.  Hamp,  11b.  8ioz.,  third.  A visit  on  the  Central 
Association  List  was  paid  to  this  society  on  the  24th, 
and  proved  a great  success,  twenty  clubs  being  repre- 
sented, the  Great  Northern  Brothers  especially  being 
present  in  full  force.  On  behalf  of  the  Bermondsey 
Brothers  I take  this  opportunity  of  returning  their 
sincere  thanks  to  the  Great  Northern  and  other  societies 
for  their  support  on  that  occasion,  and  also  to  a,ssure 
them  that  we  shall  not  forget  to  return  the  compliment 
on  the  occasion  of  future  visits. — A.  Conn,  sec. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Sonthwark-street. — Since  my  last  report,  the  following 
members  have  weighed-in  : Mr.  C.  Adron,  tench  ; Mr. 
Downes,  bream;  Mr.  Foster,  bream;  and  Mr.  Hacker, 
carp.  Our  match  will  take  place  on  July  30  at  Water- 
ingbury.  Start  from  London  Bridge  (S.E.R  ) at  7.13, 
and  leave  off  by  signal.  Mr.  J.  R.  Wilson,  referee  and 
starter.  The  next  visit  on  the  Central  Association  will 
be  to  this  society.  Full  particulars  next  week.— T. 
Fostee,  sec. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  W.C.— On  the  23rd,  Messrs. 
C.  Davis  had  bream  and  tench  ; H.  Davis,  roach  ; and 
J.  Windsor,  dace.  After  the  books  had  been  audited, 
it  was  found  we  had  a good  balance  in  hand,  and  the 
members  will  fish  for  .£2 15s.  on  Aug.  13  at  Slough  Canal. 
A vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  auditors,  Mr.  T. 
Davis  and  F.  Crawford. — D.  Waeeen. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.  — We  have  had 
some  fair  takes  of  fish  shown  by  the  following  members  : 
Mr.  J.  Hoare,  roach  (heaviest  lib.  lioz.) ; Mr.  Pearson, 
rudd  and  bream  ; Mr.  Jennings,  roach  and  dace  ; Mr. 
West,  roach  (heaviest  11b.  ^oz.).  The  day’s  outing  will 


be  held  at  Pangbourne  on  August  20.  Competition  to 
bo  from  the  bank  only. — J.  H. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D’Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.  This  evening  being 
quarterly  night  the  usual  election  of  officers  took  place, 
also  two  more  working  members  were  added  to  the  club. 
The  first  outing  of  the  season  has  been  arranged  to  take 
place  at  Yalding  on  Aug.  13  ; four  prizes  are  given  by 
the  club  for  this  occasion,  also  several  prizes  by 
members.  All  intending  competitors  will  please  give  in 
their  names  by  Aug.  9,  as  tw'O  members  have  kindly 
offered  to  go  down  overnight  and  bait  up  sufficient  swims 
for  those  coming  in  the  morning.  All  fish  to  weigh 
according  to  club  rules,  two  rods  allowed  and  bank  only. 
All  competitors  to  meet  at  the  Anchor  at  9.39.  On  July 
23  Mr.  Roach  weighed  in  chub,  roach,  and  dace  ; on 
Tuesday,  Messrs.  Williams,  Brook,  Sander,  and  Norton 
weighed  in  bream  and  roach,  several  of  the  bream  being 
very  close  on  41b  H.  R. 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  Yl.,  King  Ed  ward-street.  Liverpool-road.— 
On  July  23  one  of  our  members,  Mr.  Elderton,  had  a 
splendid  show  of  roach,  2.51b.  loz. ; on  Wednesday,  Mr. 
Hawley,  91h.  lOoz.  roach  and  bream,  largest  roach, 
11b.  4oz.  Meeting  nights  Wednesdays  and  Sundays.— 
Henry  James,  sec.  „ . ^ 

Brunswick  Brotliers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley.- Our  first  matcn  took  place  at  Dagen- 
ham on  the  23rd  inst.  Only  two  prizes  were  taken— Mr. 
J.  Watkins,  first,  bream  and  roach;  Mr.  B.  Lees, 
second,  bream  and  roach.  We  had  a nice  show  of 
from  other  waters.  Mr.  B.  Bissell,  roach  (heaviest  fi®h 
lib.  2oz.),  and  Mr.  Powell  West,  roach  and  daee.— J. 
AVatkins,  sec.  . , .r  . 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hart- 
land-road,  N.W.— On  July  23  last  the  following  members 
weighed  in : Mr.  Marshall,  roach  and  bream ; 
Sartain,  roach  ; Mr.  Lockmiller,  roach  and  perch  ; Mr. 
Critcher,  roach  and  gudgeon  ; Mr.  Langton  had  also  a 
few  good  roach.  On  Wednesday  last  another  honorary 
member  was  proposed.  Members  are  reminded  that 
AVednesday  night  is  quarterly  night. — E.  T.  AA  hite,  sec. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E.— On  July  ,.■> 
the  following  weighed  in  : — Messrs.  S.  Riley,  bream; 
J.  Riley,  bream  and  roach;  C.  Marney,  bream  : and  R. 
Lashwood,  jack  and  bream.  Other  members  had  fish, 
but  did  not  weigh  in.  I wish  to  remind  absent  members 
that  we  want  to  arrange  on  next  meeting  night,  Aug.  2, 
w'here  our  annual  club  prizes  will  be  fished  for.  O. 
Jones  see 

City  of  London  and  Bising  San  Angling 
Society.— The  following  members  were  successful  on 
the  23rd  inst.  : Mr.  Macdonnell,  141b.  3oz.  of  bream  and 
roach  from  Amberley  ; Mr.  R.  Sharpless,  roach,  dace, 
and  a barbel,  51b.  4jz.;  and  Mr.  Comley,  jun..  roach 
and  perch. — Cas.  _ „ . . nri 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  ihe 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction.  On  the 
23rd  inst.  the  following  members  weighed-in:  Messrs, 
Moore,  121b.  bream  and  roach  (one  bream  going  41b.) ; J. 
AA’illgoss,  51b.  ll^oz.  bream  and  roach  ; E.  Porter, 
31b.  6oz.  roach:  R.  Chapman,  21b.  13oz.  bream  and 
roach  ; C.  Chapman,  21b.  llfoz.  roach  ; J.  AA’.  Jameson, 
21b.  12oz.  bream ; G.  T.  Jameson,  11b.  12oz.  chub.  I 
hope  members  will  show  up  in  full  force  at  our  compe- 
tition at  AVoking  on  July  30.  Usual  conditions  ; jack 
barred.— G.  T.  Jameson,  sec.  _ 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 

List. — It  is  not  convenient  for  the  St.  John’s  Angling 
Society  to  take  up  their  visit,  therefore  the  next  will  be 
to  the  Convivial  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  City  of 
London  Tavern,  at  the  corner  of  Sidney-street,  City- 
road,  on  Monday,  August  14,  on  which  occasion  Mr.  AA  . 
Midsom,  of  the  Hoxton  Brothers,  will  take  the  chair.— 
F.  Castell,  hon.  sec. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  Free  Trade,  Edward  s- 
lane.  Church-street,  Stoke  Newington. — On  July^22  the 
following  members  weighed-in : Messrs.  Kellick, 

bream,  121b.  ; Anthony,  3fb.  9Aoz.,  roach  : Bampton, 
jack,  4lb.  8oz.  ; Lefevre.  tench,  21b.  8Joz.,  and  roach; 
also  Keyworth,  roach  ; Leggs.  roach  and  dace;  AA  bite, 
roach;  Pound,  roach;  AAAlks,  perch  and  roach.  Our 
boards  were  well  filled. — AA’.  Lefevee,  sec. 

Cotoden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  AV.— AVe  fished  a match  on  July  23,  for  fifteen 
club  prizes,  as  follows  : Messrs.  T.  Marsh,  AA  . Parbury, 
T.  Brown,  sen.,  A.  Smith,  J.  Godfrey,  J.  Brown,  G. 
A’oung,  G.  Percival,  F.  Nunney,  F.  Hannibus.  T.  Twy- 
man,  T.  Stringer,  E.  Baxter,  J.  Hicks,  AA  . Rooke.  A. 
Smith,  sec.  . ^ at 

Copenhagen  Angling  Society,  Aork-road,  IN. 
Several  members  have  been  to  AAare,  Messrs,  lolbot, 
Stephens,  AVinder,  Belton,  Guttridge.  and  Eade  weighing 
in  a nice  show  of  roach.  Our  annual  outing  takes  place 
at  Harlington  on  Aug.  12.— B.  Pitt,  sec  ^ i 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorial 
Society,  Middlesex  Arms,  34,  Clerkenwell-green.  — 
Since  last  report  the  following  have  had  good  sport : 
July  16  Mr.  Sherwood,  roach  and  dace,  111b.  9oz., 
two  roach,  11b.  7oz.  and  11b.  3ioz.  ; Mr.  AA'alter,  roach, 
bream,  and  dace,  91b.  4^oz.,  one  roach, ^llb.  84OZ. ; Mr. 
Norris,  roach  and  bream  ; Mr.  H.  AAYight,  tench  and 
roach ; Mr.  Dockree,  roach  and  dace ; Mr.  Gowland, 
perch.'  July  25.  Mr.  AA'^alter,  roach,  bream,  and  dace, 
111b.  lljoz.,  one  roach,  11b.  8foz.  ; Mr.  Sherwood, 
roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  Dockree,  bream,  dace,  and  roach ; 
Mr.  AY.  Long,  bream,  roach,  and  dace.  I hope  members 
wili  attend  next  AA’ednesday,  as  we  have  another  day’s 
outing  to  arrange  ; also  I beg  to  inform  them  a special 
general  meeting  will  be  called  on  AA’ednesday,  Aug.  23, 
when  some  very  important  business  will  be  brought 
forward.— AA’.  H.  Buewash,  sec. 
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Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston- — On  July  23  many  of  my 
members  were  out,  but  the  only  gentlemen  who  weighed- 
in  were  Messrs.  Poore,  Redwood,  Pocock,  Malby,  Wild, 
Hills,  and  W.  Richardson,  who  had  a very  fine  show  of 
roach,  chub,  dace,  and  bream,  several  of  the 
roach  scaling  over  lib.  On  Tuesday  next  I should  like 
to  see  a good  muster. — S.  Malbt,  sec. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints-road,  Westbourne  Park. — On  July  23  the 
following  members  weighed-in  ; Mr.  Bidwell,  21b.  lloz., 
roach;  Mr.  Allum,  31b.  1.5Joz.,  roach;  Mr.  Atley, 
2Jlb.,  roach  ; Mr.  Purchase,  81b.  8Joz.,  bream  and 
roach  ; Mr.  G.  Dicks,  101b.  1 joz.  of  bream  and  roach  ; 
Mr.  Walford,  41b.4ioz.,  roach  and  bream  ; Mr.  Fathers, 
31b.  3ioz.,  bream  and  roach  ; Mr.  A.  Barrett,  dace, 
11b.  1.5Joz.  ; W.  Jenkins,  roach  ; Mr.  Barker,  roach. — 
W.  Jenkins,  sec. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross-road,  Tottenham. — On  the  23rd  our  members 
brought  in  a capital  show  of  fish.  Mr.  Phesay,  roach  ; 
Mr.  Rencher,  dace ; Mr.  Corral,  dace  ; Mr.  Knight, 
roach  ; Mr.  Heywood,  roach  ; Mr.  Elliot,  roach  ; and 
Mr.  Fudge  a capital  show  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub, 
weighing  141b.  2oz.,  and  a nice  trout  21b.  lOloz. — W.  H. 
Tuck,  hon.  sec. 

Epsom  Angling  Society. — Our  members  during 
the  past  week  have  weighed-iu  as  under  : E.  W.  Hailes, 
six  dace,  31b.  ooz.  (largest  lljoz.),  they  have  been  sent 
to  Messrs.  Cooper  and  Sons  for  preservation  ; Messrs. 
Dix  and  Skilton,  111b.,  roach,  bream,  and  barbel,  and 
one  small  jack  ; J.  Jeffery  141b.  roach. — E.  W.  Hailes, 
sec. 

Eustonian  Angling  Society,  King’s  Head, 
Swinton-street. — Several  members  of  this  society  fished 
the  Welsh  Harp  water  on  July  23,  for  a prize  given  by 
Mr.  Muscatell,  which  was  won  by  Mr.  Abbott,  with 
roach.  Mr.  Muscatell,  perch  and  roach  ; Staples,  roach  ; 
Cook,  roach ; Stanley,  roach.  Mr.  Lawrence,  rudd ; 
Costa,  rudd,  from  other  water,  making  a nice  show. — C. 
Abbott,  sec. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorlals. — On  July  22  last  Mr. 
E.  Mendham  weighed  in  roach  41b.  ; and  on  July  23  Mr. 
W.  J.  Talbot  had  a nice  show  of  roach  and  dace  (largest 
roach  4oz.J,  that  being  the  first  point  weighed  in  for  the 
silver  cup,  while  his  dace  weighed  21b.  12|oz.  (largest 
IO3OZ.) ; Mr.  T.  Kempster  also  had  some  nice  dace  from 
the  Thames  ; and  on  Wednesday  Mr.  Mendham  had  a 
pleasant  day,  having  brought  up  some  nice  dace  from 
the  Lea. 

General  Post  Office  Angling  Society,  Head- 
quarters, E.C.  D.  O.,  G.P.O. — Our  members  can  now 
spare  time  to  pay  a few  visits  to  the  rivers  once  again. 
Messrs.  Neal  and  Jordan,  fishing  at  Amberley,  .secured 
some  good  fish,  including  a fine  lot  of  eels.  The  same 
gentleman,  fishing  at  Dagenham  on  Wednesday  last 
brought  home  good  bags ; Mr.  Neal  had  T21b.  13oz.  of 
roach  and  bream  ; Mr.  Jordan,  81b.  4oz.,  roach  and 
bream.  We  also  had  a fine  show  of  roach,  19 Jib.,  ten 
fish  going  ISjlb.,  taken  by  Mr.  Whitmore.  I shall  be 
glad  to  have  weights  of  fish  taken  by  members  on  any 
other  than  club  days,  those  members  in  outlying  districts 
especially.  I might  also  ask  those  members  in  the 
various  districts  to  use  their  influence  in  securing 
brother  officers  for  members  of  this  society.  Our  sub- 
scriptions are  now  greatly  reduced,  and  I shall  be 
pleased  to  send  full  particulars  of  same  to  any  officer 
wishing  for  them,  by  writing  me  either  to  the  E.C.D.O. 
or  my  private  address,  14,  Bignold-road,  Forest  Gate. — 

D.  W.  Donne,  sec. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road,  N. — We  had  a moderate  show  of  fish  on  July  23, 
131b.  80Z.  of  bream  and  roach,  taken  by  Messrs.  W. 
Laurence,  Standen,  Riggs,  and  Ballard.  We  elected  two 
new  members  on  Monday  last,  and  arranged  a smoking 
concert  to  take  place  on  Monday,  August  21,  for  the 
benefit  of  our  old  member  Mr.  C.  Franklin. — A.  Patne. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch.  — Mr.  Maybury  and  A. 
Taylor  brought  up  some  good  takes  of  roach  on  the 
23rd,  all  good  elass  fish.  On  the  25th  three  new  members 
were  enrolled.  We  fish  for  ten  prizes  at  Cheshnnt  on 
July  30,  instead  of  at  St.  Margaret’s,  as  previously 
announced ; start  by  first  train.  Our  annual  dinner 
takes  place  at  the  Rye  House  Hotel  on  Monday, 
August  21  ; Mr.  H.  J.  Tibbatts  will  take  the  chair,  Mr.  J. 
Williams  vice.  A four-horse  brake  will  start  from  the 
club  house  on  the  morning  ; all  those  wishing  to  go  by 
the  brake  will  please  give  in  their  names  at  once. — 

E.  Mukphy. 

Great-Eastern  Angling  Society,  Castle  Inn, 
Leyton-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — On  July  23  the 
following  members  weighed-in  : J.  Grande,  roach  and 
bream,  91b.  ; W.  Burling,  roach,  21b.  4oz. ; W.  Savage, 
roach  and  bream  ; and  S.  Houghton,  a brace  of  tench, 
31b.  I wish  to  inform  members  that  the  match  is  to 
take  place  at  Hatfield  Peverel,  and  not  Harlow,  as 
previously  arranged. — G.  F.  Weaver,  sec. 

Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Society.— This 
.society  fished  a match  at  Fritton  Decoy  on  the  20th  inst., 
when  thirty-two  of  its  members  put  in  an  appearance. 
Fishing  commenced  by  starting  from  the  landing  stage 
at  ten  o’clock,  and  finished  at  7 p.m.  The  winners  were  ; 
Messrs.  Harrod,  first,  181b.  8oz.  ; C.  H.  Hari-ison,  second, 
IClb.  ; W.  Beech,  third,  131b.  3oz.  ; and  fourth,  W. 
Sacret,  121b.  lOoz.  Total  catch  .503  fish,  weighing 
2041b.  2oz..  The  society  also  fished  a half-day  match 
at  Cantley,  on  the  22nd  inst.,  with  but  poor  results,  only 
three  weighing-in  for  the  three  prizes  ottered,  viz.,  first, 
Mr.  J.  H.  Fortescue  ; second,  Mr.  F.  Mower  ; and  third, 
Mr.  A.  E.  Bond.  The  date  of  the  next  fuU-day 
match  is  “August  3,  on  Filby  Broad. — Wm.  Kirby, 
hon.  sec. 


Gresham  Angling  Society.— At  an  ordinary  meet- 
ing, held  on  Tuesday  last,  with  Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley  in  the 
chair,  a new  member  was  elected.  Mr.  Norman  re- 
ported that  several  members  of  the  society  had  visited 
the  Natural  History  section  of  the  British  Museum  at 
South  Kensington,  on  the  previous  Saturday,  where 
they  were  received  by  Dr.  Gunther,  who  kindly  con- 
ducted them  over  a great  portion  of  it.  and  explained  to 
them  many  objects  of  interest  to  ichthyologists.  They 
were  all  highly  delighted,  and  a hearty  vote  of  thanks 
to  Dr.  Gunther  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Connellan,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Parker,  and  carried.  The  secretary  reported 
having  written  to  the  Royal  Sea  Fisheries  Commis- 
sioners, the  Fishmongers’  Company,  Sir  E.  Birkbeck, 
Bart.,  H.  S.  Foster,  Esq.,  M.P.,  and  the  British  Sea 
Anglers’  Society,  with  copies  of  the  resolution  passed 
at  the  last  meeting,  and  asking  for  their  co-operation  in 
the  preservation  of  flat  fish  round  the  coasts,  and  read 
replies  from  them  of  a most  satisfactory  nature.  Dr. 
Brunton  congratulated  the  society  for  having  done  such 
good  work  in  bringing  the  matter  forward.  Mr.  J.  H. 
Ellis  brought  up  two  prizes,  one  a oast  of  the  head  of 
his  famous  bulldog  “ Champion  Grabber,”  and  another 
of  his  dog  “ Guido,”  and  a cordial  vote  of  thanks  was 
given  him.  The  following  takes  of  fish  were  recorded  : 
Dr.  Brunton,  a large  quantity  of  trout  from  Loch  Leven, 
the  largest  up  to  Iflb.  ; Mr.  Dippie,  sixty-five  flounders 
from  Leigh,  weighing  26flb. ; Mr.  Connellan,  from  the 
Waveney,  one  bream,  Sjlb.,  one  roach,  IJlb..  and  many 
smaller  fish  of  each  kind ; Mr.  Gergass,  from  Scar- 
borough, a large  quantity  of  whiting,  gurnet,  plaice,  and 
dabs,  in  three  evenings,  95,  1-53,  and  65.  The  competitors 
in  the  roach  competition  at  Kelvedon  weighed-in  their 
fish.  The  first  prize  (cast  of  dog’s  head)  was  taken  by 
Mr.  A.  J.  CartlanL  his  best  three  roach  weighing 
respectively  11b.  3oz.,  11b.  4oz.,  and  12Joz.  Mr.  E. 
Hesse  took  the  second  prize  (a  pike  rod),  his  three  fish 
weighing  lib.  loz.,  13oz.,  and  9Joz.  Several  other 
members  had  good  roach.  An  application  was  read  from 
the  Clapton  Park  Angling  Society,  soliciting  aid  on  be- 
half of  the  widows  and  children  of  ten  of  their  members 
who  perished  in  the  Skegness  disaster.  The  sum  of 
d£l  8s.  was  collected  in  the  room,  which  the  secretary 
was  requested  to  forward.  Members  wishing  to  join  the 
punt-duting  at  Windsor,  next  Tuesday,  are  requested  to 
communicate  with  Mr.  T.  Gilbert,  .52,  Lyndhurst-grove, 
Peckhani. — James  Tatler,  sec. 

Harlesden  Angling'  Society,  Green  Man,  High- 
street,  Harlesden. — Two  of  our  members  weighed-in 
some  very  good  tench  on  July  23  from  the  Langley  and 
Slough  canal.  Mr.  H.  Shilcock,  41b.,  and  Mr.  F.  Smith, 
one  fish,  Ijlb. — F.  Smith,  hon.  sec. 

Havelock  Angling  Society,  Good  Intent,  Mowlem- 
street,  Bishop’s-road,  Cambridge  Heath.— On  July  23 
Messrs.  J.  Gay,  C.  Pfleger,  and  Mr.  W.  Tuthill  weighed 
in  a few  roach  each.  I am  extremely  sorry  to  have  to 
record  a proposition  passing  a vote  of  censure  on  one  of 
our  members  in  consequence  of  him  having  spread 
detractory  reports  (outside  the  club  room)  respecting  a 
brother  member. — W.  Young,  sec. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society. — On  July  23 
we  had  a splendid  show  of  fish.  Mr.  A.  Fish  bringing 
bream  and  roach  ; G.  W.  Green,  bream,  roach,  and 
dace;  T.  Holmes,  bream;  A.  Bagshaw,  rudd;  H.  Bag- 
shaw,  rudd  ; Russell,  roach  and  bream.  Members  should 
pay  attention  to  the  existing  rules,  and  not  forget  to 
come  up  at  least  when  dinner  time  approaches.  I hope 
to  see  a full  muster  on  Wednesday  next  to  select  our 
garden  for  the  annual  spread. — W.  H.  Fenner,  sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  Isledon-road,  Holloway,  N.  — On 
July  14,  Mr.  G.  Cornish  had  131b.  2oz.  of  good  roach 
and  dace  from  the  Lea.  On  the  16th,  Mr.  T.  N.  Glover 
weighed-in  the  best  take  of  the  season,  twenty-one  fine 
roach,  weighing  lljlb.  besides  chub  from  the  Colne,  and 
again  on  the  23rd,  with  eight  roach  over  81b.  and  a fine 
perch.  On  the  23rd,  Mr.  G.  Westrup  had  chub  and  dace  ; 
Mr.  J.  C.  Webb,  roach  ; Mr.  E.  A.  Bertschinger,  perch 
and  dace  ; and  myself  roach  and  perch. — G.  H.  Ruther- 
fori),  sec. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.  — Two  of 

our  members  weighed-in  on  July  23  : F.  Newton,  roach 
and  dace;  F.  Gardner,  roach.  Our  return  visit  No.  1, 
Eastern  District,  took  place  on  Monday  evening  last, 
twenty  clubs  answering  to  the  roll  call.  The  commodious 
club  room  was  well  filled,  G.  H.  Wood  President 
Hoxton  Brothers,  chairman ; S.  Mead,  treasurer,  Original 
Alexandra,  vice-chair.  The  singing  was  of  the  first 
order,  pianist,  Mr.  E.  Goodwins.  l-5s.  was  collected  on 
behalf  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  members  of  the 
Clapton  Park  Angling  Club  who  perished  in  the  late 
Skegness  disaster.  Our  annual  distribution  of  prizes 
took  place  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  and  was  a great 
success,  the  tables  being  covered  with  valuable  and 
useful  articles,  from  oil  paintings  to  clocks  and  watches. 
We  do  not  allow  any  money  prizes  to  be  taken.  We 
have  a good  prize  list  for  the  ensuing  season. — R. 
Ghdrnet,  sec. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Red 

Lion,  Portland-street,  Soh'^. — On  July  23  the  following 
weighed  in  : Mr.  Fitzgerald,  roach  and  dace ; Mr.  Davies, 
roach.  On  Wednesday  last  very  little  business  was 
done,  owing  to  such  a poor  show  of  members,  and  I hope 
they  will  attend  the  weekly  meeting  more  often  than 
they  have  done. — G.  Bigsbt,  sec. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mydilel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — On  July  16  the  following 
weighed  in  fish  : — Mr.  Gay,  barbel  and  bream  ; Mr. 
Challis,  roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  Carpenter,  roach ; J.  H. 
Herbert,  roach.  On  July  18  the  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  were  read  and  confirmed,  and  one  new  member 
was  elected.  On  July  23  the  following  had  fish  : — Mr. 
Carpenter,  roach  and  carp ; Mr.  Gay,  roach  and  dace ; 


Mr.  Burwash,  carp  ; Mr.  Salmon,  roach  ; Mr.  Bell,  roach. 
On  July  25  (Mr.  Holder  in  the  chair)  an  honorary 
member  was  elected. — J.  H.  Herbert,  sec. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society. — The  members 
will  compete  for  four  special  prizes  on  Wednesday, 
Aug.  9,  between  Burnt  Mill  and  Harlow  ; there  are 
also  four  special  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  Aug.  13, 
between  Ware  Bridge  and  Ware  Park  Mill.  Messrs.  W. 

' Mecham  and  T.  W.  Garrard  weighed  in  bream  on  23rd 
inst.  Messrs.  T.  Goodwins  and  H.  C.  Wheatley  had 
roach  on  Wednesday,  the  26th  inst. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Portobello  Arms,  Kensal- 
road. — On  July  23  we  had  a splendid  show  of  fish  in  the 
club-room,  consisting  of  bream  by  Mr.  E.  Challen,  381b. 
lloz.  ; ditto,  Mr.  H.  Challen,,  161b.  3oz. ; ditto,  Messrs. 
Warner  and  Corrington,  .581b.  between  them.  Most  of 
the  fish  of  these  four  gentlemen  went  21b.,  and  some 
31b.  Roach  by  Mr.  G.  Scott,  41b.  9oz.  ; ditto,  Mr.  J. 
Scott,  21b.  9Joz. ; ditto,  Mr.  H.  Wheeler,  11b.  lOJoz.  ; 
ditto,  Mr.  Bence,  11b.  4oz.  ; 1221b.  15oz.  in  all.  On  the 
25th  Mr.  Bigsby  weighed  in  311b.  of  roach.  On  July  3<) 
we  fish  a match  at  Langley  (roving)  in  Langley  Pound; 
one  rod  only,  jack  barred.  Members  to  go  down  by  the 
midnight  train.  Cease  fishing  at  7.30  ; return  together 
or  be  disqualified.  No  member  to  take  a prize  unless 
he  weighs  in  Jib.  of  fish. — A.  Ide,  sec. 

Junior  Ffy-Fiskers,  70,  Houndsditoh.— Mr.  J.  P. 
Courtland  (v.-p ) occupied  the  chair.  The  appeal  of 
the  Clapton  Park  Angling  Society  on  behalf  of  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  lost  their  lives  in 
the  Skegness  disaster,  was  supported  by  all  present, 
and  will  be  brought  again  at  next  meeting.  A letter 
was  read  from  R.  Bollarston,  Esq.,  re  Izaak  Walton 
Tercentenary  at  Broxbourne,  on  August  9.  Some  of  our 
members  intend  going,  and  will  be  pleased  if  others  will 
join  them,  but  the  secretary  must  be  informed  by 
Thursday  next  at  latest.  Tickets  for  the  ‘‘angler’s 
luncheon,”  3s.  Messrs.  May,  Ford,  Tebbatts,  and  West 
reported  having  taken  fish  from  Hertford  and  the  Little 
Ouse.  Our  chairman,  just  returned  from  a fishing 
holiday  in  Norfolk — visiting  the  rivers  round  the 
county — gave  a very  interesting  account  of  his  trip, 
and  gave  us  some  very  useful  information  as  to  places 
and  rivers,  &c.  Mr.  Brandon’s  outing  was  a success. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling' Association,  Queen 
of  England,  Goldhawk-road,  W. — Several  members  were 
out  during  the  week,  and  the  following  weighed  in  ; — 
Messrs.  G.  Dexter,  G.  Baldwin,  and  C.  E.  Lock,  but  the 
takes  were  not  large. — S.  Burton,  hon.  sec. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society.— On  July  23  the  fol- 
lowing weighed  in  fish  ; Mr.  Walliss,  bream  and  roach  ; 
Mr.  Watling,  roach  and  dace  (one  roach  lib.  6oz.) ; Mr. 
Holmes,  carp.  On  July  30  we  fish  for  four  half-guineas 
at  Bourne  End,  all  to  start  by  first  train  Sunday  morn- 
ing, and  return  by  the  7.35  at  night. — W.  Watling, 
sec. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
5.  Queen’s-square,  and  18,  St.  John’s-lane. — There  was  a 
poor  attendance  at  last  week’s  meeting,  and,  beyond 
routine  business,  nothing  was  done.  Mr.  H.  France  gave 
two  prizes  of  15s.  each  for  the  August  Bank  Holiday, 
fishing  either  in  Dee  or  Vyrnwy,  and  Mr.  C.  T.  Rimmer 
gives  1 guinea  for  the  heaviest  roach,  lib.  and  upwards, 
taken  in  our  competitions  or  from  any  public  water — our 
park  lakes  barred — including  Knowsley. — R.  Wool- 
pall. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Railway  Tavern, 
King  Henry's  Walk. — We  had  a poor  attendance  on 
Tuesday,  but  two  more  new  members  were  made.  Mr. 
Garratt  was  out  at  St.  Margaret’s,  and  took  a nice 
perch  about  IJlb.,  which  was  returned  to  the  water.  Mr. 
H.  Staines  and  several  others  were  out,  but  met  with 
poor  sport. — John  Comber,  sec. 

Nortli-Bast  Brothers  Angling  Society,  143, 
Green-street. — C.  Lamb,  sen.,  put  on  a nice  show  of 
bream  on  July  23,  bream,  251b.  3';oz.  (largest  weighing 
31b.  5oz.);  roach,  21b.  4]oz.  0.  Lamb,  sen.,  bream, 

271b.  5jOZ.  (largest  41b.  3oz.)  and  roach,  21b.  9oz.  Our 
members  have  a pegged  down  match  on  July  30,  at  the 
Forty-guinea  water.  Rye  House.  All  to  start  by  the 
first  train  as  usual.  Special  meeting  on  Aug.  10. — A. 
Lewis,  sec. 

North  Lambeth  Angling  Society.— On  July  23 
Mr.  G.  Palmer  weighed  in  roach  and  chub  ; and  Mr. 
Routledge  roach,  for  the  honorary  members’  prize. 
July  30  will  conclude  the  July  series.  The  cup  presented 
by  Mr.  Lockett  is  given  for  greatest  variety  of  specimen 
fish  taken  during  the  season,  heaviest  fish  in  each  class 
to  count.  Further  information  from  the  secretary. — T. 
Daws. 

Oak  Angling  Society,  Royal  Oak,  Roman-road, 
North  Bow. — On  July  23  the  following  weighed  in  : Mr. 
T.  W.  Payne,  roach  ; A.  Hearn,  roach  ; T.  Watts,  roach  ; 
G.  Bond  and  T.  H.  Holden,  roach.  Mr.  T.  W.  Payne 
took  the  prize  for  the  heaviest  roach,  a nice  fish  weigh- 
ing 14Joz.  Will  members  please  show  up  a little  'better 
on  Tuesday  ? — J.  H.  Holden,  sec. 

Feckbam  Brothers  Angling  Society,  East 
.Surrey-grove,  Peckham. — Last  week  our  show  of  fish 
was  greatly  increased  when  Mr.  Heedman  weighed-in 
211b.  4oz.,  and  Mr.  Brancher  71b.  9oz.  of  very  fine 
roach,  largest  11b.  8oz.  We  hope  more  members  will  be 
up  next  week,  on  account  of  the  prizes  that  are  to  be 
fished  for.  Any  gentleman  wishing  to  join  our  club  can 
have  all  particulars  from  the  se  cretary — W.  E. 
Gardham. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — On  July  23  we  had  a splendid  show  of  fish. 
Mr.  Elbourne  had  431b.  15Joz.  bream  (largest  51b.  8oz., 
and  four  others  going  41b.  1 loz. , 41b.  6oz.,  and  41b.  Ooz.,  ana 
4lb.  respectively) ; 5lr.  Carr,  sen.,  331b.  84 oz.  roach  and 
bream,  one  roach  going  lib.  12Joz.,  which  has  gone  to  be 
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set  up.  The  five  bream  will  also  be  set  vip  in  one  case. 
Mr.  Heelas  won  first  prize  in  the  Windsor  competition, 
Mr.  Little  second,  and  C.  Dove  third.  Mr.  Nares  bad 
71b.  2.J0Z.  roach  and  bream  ^ Mr.  Houifler  had  .51b.  lOoz. 
roach,  several  of  the  fish  from  ,,'lb.  to  11b. ; Mr.  C. 
Chapman,  jack,  Clb.  l‘2.|oz.  Mr.  A.  Chapman  gave 
10s.  Gd.  for  the  largest  jack  over  51b.,  on  Tuesday  ; Mr. 
Warrington,  10s.  (id.,  day  ’s  outing  at  Bedford  ; and  Mr. 
Carr,  jun.,  10s.  Cd.,  day’s  outing  at  Amberley.  All 
members  please  show  up  next  Tuesday,  as  several  prizes 
must  be  decided  for  Bank  Holiday. — H.  A.  Morgan, 
hon.  assistant-sec. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road.  — At  our  last  meeting, 
Mr.  J.  Davney  was  elected  an  honorary  member,  and 
Mr.  White  proposed.  The  following  weighed-in  on 
July  23 : Mr.  Utting,  roach  and  bream,  101b.  51oz. 
(largest  bream,  3Hb.)  ; Mr.  Nayler,  roach  and  tench 
from  the  Thames  (largest  tench,  2jlb.)  : Mr.  Mitchell, 
chub  and  dace,  51b.  ; Mr.  Line,  chub,  2ilb.  Members 
are  reminded  that  Wednesday,  August  9,  is  the  day  for 
the  Isaac  Walton  outing  at  Broxbourne.  Tickets  for 
spread,  3a.  each.  Those  wishing  for  a pleasant  day  can- 
not do  better  than  seize  this  opportunity.  Members 
intending  to  go,  will  oblige  by  giving  their  names  in  as 
soon  as  possible  to — E.  Pyne,  sec. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur,  Gol- 
borne-road.  North  Kensington. — On  July  21  Mr.  Eodber 
weighed  in  a nice  barbel  from  the  Thames,  51b.  8Joz. 
We  made  two  new  members  on  Wednesday  last,  and  two 
more  were  proposed.  I hope  members  will  attend  next 
week  for  important  business. — J.  Harris,  sec. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — On  the  IGth, 
forty-four  of  our  members  fished  a pegged-down  match 
in  the  Slough  Canal  for  seven  prizes,  and  Mr.  Grey  took 
the  first  prize  with  a capital  show  of  roach,  largest 
weighing  lib.  4oz.  On  the  23rd,  the  trays  were  crowded 
with  fish — Mr.  Robins,  291b.  bream  ; Mr.  Davy,  191b. 
bream;  Mr.  Lee,  bream  (largest  41b.  3joz.);  Mr.  Whit- 
ford,  dace,  several  lOJoz.,  with  shows  of  roach  and  tench 
by  other  members. — Wm.  Bowyer,  sec. 

Prujean  Angling  Society,  Rose  Tavern,  Old 
Bailey,  E.C. — The  usual  fortnightly  meeting  will  be  held 
on  Wednesday,  Aug.  2,  when  business  of  an  important 
nature  will  be  brought  forward,  and  I hope  every 
member  will  attend. — S.  Stewart,  hon.  sec. 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales,  109,  Kinglake-street,  Old  Kent-road. — On  July  23 
the  following  members  weighed  in  : Messrs.  J.  Wigley, 
roach,  bream,  and  dace ; F.  Lamberton,  roach  and  dace  ; 
G.  Sharman,  roach  and  bream  ; F.  L.  Lamberton,  roach 
and  dace  ; and  E.  Carter  roach.  We  fish  our  monthly 
outing  on  July  30  at  Amberley  (go  where  you  like). 
Train  leaves  London  Bridge  at  6,55  a.m. — F . T. 
Lamberton,  sec. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow,  E. — On  July  23  the  following  members 
weighed  in  : F.  Barclay,  151b.  6^oz.  of  roacb  ; E.  Perry, 
101b.  7jOz.  of  roach  ; J.  Yeo,  91b.  lloz.,  roach,  three 
heaviest  being  11b.  4oz.,  11b.  4oz.,  and  11b.  4.^oz. ; W. 
Smith,  roach,  71b.  Gjoz. ; H.  R.  Hubbard,  roach,  71b.  ioz. 
(one  roach  going  lib.  GJlb.) ; W.  Sallnow,  roach, 
21b.  Ijlb.  ; W.  Jones,  roach,  21b.  IJ^oz.  ; Stanley,  roach  ; 
A.  Barclay,  roach ; G.  Yeo,  roach.  Total,  601b.  joz. 
I beg  to  remind  anglers  of  the  benefit  for  J.  Stanley, 
which  takes  place  at  the  above  house  on  Monday, 
July  31,  at  8.30  p.m.— A.  Barclay,  sec. 

St.  John’s  Angling  Society. — The  members  of  the 
above  will  compete  for  three  prizes  on  July  30  in 
the  Lea,  roving  between  Eye  House  and  Ware.  No 
prize  to  be  taken  with  less  than  Ub.  of  fish.  A special 
general  meeting  will  take  place  on  Friday,  August  4, 
when  several  important  questions  will  be  brought  on  for 
discussion. ^F.  Thorling. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth. — Only  two  members  fished  in 
the  S.L.U.  tournament  at  Amberley  on  the  23rd,  when 
Mr.  J.  Wright  took  sixth  prize  ; Mr.  J.  T.  Wright  had 
fish,  but  not  sufficient  to  take  prizes.  On  Wednesday 
last  it  was  proposed  and  carried  that  our  worthy  host, 
Mr.  H.  Mulley,  having  had  the  offer  of  a very  large 
club  to  hold  their  meetings  on  Wednesday  nights  at 
his  hon.se,  we  (the  Second  Surrey)  alter  our  meeting 
night  from  Wednesday  to  Tuesday  night  until  further 
notice.  I hope  secretaries  of  clubs  will  take  a note  of 
this  and  oblige. — J.  Wright,  sec. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Nevill  Arms,  Nevill- 
road,  Stoke  Newington. — Only  two  of  our  members 
weighed-in  fish  on  July  23,  but  it  was  made  up  in  quality 
with  some  fine  bream  by  Mr.  J.  Edwards  and  Mr. 
Thornton.  On  Wednesday,  Mr.  G.  Sully  weighed-in 
roach.  I shall  be  pleased  for  members  to  show  up  on 
Wednesday  night,  being  first  meeting  night  of  the 
month,  Mr.  J.  Edwards  in  the  chair,  at  8.30.  — J. 
Laming. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  Grafton-street,  W. — The  following  members  had 
fish  on  July  23:  Petrie,  roach  and  dace,  61b.  5;(oz.  ; 
North,  roach,  31b.  8oz.  ; Barnes,  21b.  I'ioz.  ; Smith,  jun., 
bream,  21b.  2joz.  ; Weber,  21b.  lOjOz.  roach  : E.  Wright, 
bream,  14oz.  ; J.  Wright,  roach,  lib.  9joz.  ; C.  Holmes, 
141b.  |oz.  ; Berry,  roach,  5oz. — (j.  B.  Lumbt,  sec. 

Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling  Society.  — A 
general  meeting  of  the  members  of  this  society  was  held 
on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  J.  H.  Morris  presiding.  A discus- 
sion took  place  as  to  the  advisability  of  again  approach- 
ing the  conservators  with  a view  to  sanctioning  the  ap- 
pointment of  honorary  water  bailiffs  on  the  Severn,  but 
no  formal  resolution  was  moved.  The  question  as  to  the 
best  means  of  putting,  an  effectual  stop  to  the  constant 


poaching  of  the  river  was  next  considered,  to  the  effect 
that  “ the  secretary  be  asked  to  communicate  with  the 
County  Association  as  to  the  advisability  of  taking 
certain  steps  to  prevent  poaching.”  A club  excursion 
is  V)eing  arranged  for  August  or  the  beginning  of 
September.  A vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  con- 
cluded the  meeting. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane. — On  July  16,  Mr.  Curtis  bad  a nice  show  of 
tench,  36.11b.,  besides  roach  and  perch,  total,  iOUb.  ; 
Mr.  Longiands.  tench  and  roach,  81b. : Clark,  carp  ; and 
Geale,  roach,  21b.  On  .July  23,  our  outing  at  Hatfield 
Peverel  took  place,  and  the  three  prizes  were  won  in 
the  following  order  : Mr.  Geale,  1 ; Meagles,  2 ; Clark, 
3.  Mr.  Smales  had  about  371b.  of  bream  and  roach  ; 
Mr.  Curtis,  bream,  16.J^lb.,  tench,  and  rudd.  On  Tues- 
day, Mr.  Tree  was  unanimously  elected  a fishing  member, 
and  Mr.  Brink  was  elected  treasurer  in  the  place  of 
Mr.  Williams,  who  has  retired  through  illness. — 
Pelican. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Hope, 
Pollard  row. — On  July  23  the  following  members 
weighed-in; — Mr.  A.  Marks,  61b.  of  bream  and  some 
nice  roach;  Mr.  D.  Marks,  51b.  12|oz.  bream  and 
11b.  12oz.  roach;  W.  Hooper,  11b.  lO^oz.  bream  and 
21b.  6ioz.  roach  ; Mr.  Isaacs,  roach ; J.  Brown,  roach  ; 
Norris,  roach;  Barfoot,  roach  and  bream;  Harris, 
roacb  ; Spenceley,  roach;  Wells,  roach  ; .1.  Rosamond, 
roach.  I wish  to  remind  members  that  we  fish  a peg- 
down  match  on  July  30  atCheshunt. — T.  Sayce,  sec. 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  235,  Camberwell-road. — On  July  23  Messrs. 
Sargeant,  Smith,  Widner,  Hailey,  Dartnall,  Boorman, 
and  (Hearing,  weighed-in  in  the  aggregate  27Hb.  fish  ; Mr. 
Hailey  a specimen  perch  of  21b.  2oz.  On  .Inly  26,  Mr. 
Marsh  weighed-in  51b.  12oz.  handsome  brook  trout. — 
J.  J.  F.,  sec. 

South  London  United  Anglers  Visiting  List. 

— The  clubs  enrolled  on  the  above  list  fished  their 
first  competition  of  the  season  at  Amberley  on 
the  23rd.  The  entries  were  not  so  large  as  an- 
ticipated, but  otherwise  the  match  proved  most 
successful.  The  following  were  the  successful  com- 
petitors : Mr.  Scott,  Anchor  and  Hope.  111b.  lOJoz. 
bream,  first ; Mr.  D.  Dodson,  Bermondsey  Brothers, 
7)b.  14Joz.,  second;  Mr.  Glass,  Anchor  and  Hope, 
41b.  7oz.,  third  ; Mr.  H.  Scott,  Anglers’  Pride,  fourth  : 
Mr.  J.  Randall,  Anglers’  Pride,  fifth  ; Mr.  J.  Wright, 
vice-president  of  List,  and  secretary  of  Second  Surrey 
Angling  Society,  sixth.  Several  other  competitors 
weighed-in,  notably  Mr.  Eatherington,  Peckham 
Brothers,  roach,  one  a nice  fish  of  lib.  5;Voz.  A return 
visit  was  paid  to  tbe  St.  Albans  and  Excelsior  on  the 
26th, when  a most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent,  although 
only  eleven  clubs  were  represented.  The  next  visit  will 
be  to  the  Waggoners  ; notice  of  date  next  week. — 
A.  Conn,  hon.  sec. 

Stepney  Angling  Society.  Beehive,  Ehodeswell- 
road.  Stepney. — The  following  members  weighed  in  on 
July  23  Mr.  Willshire,  bream  ; Mr.  Gerrard,  brea,m  : 
Mr.  Chamberlain,  bream  and  roach ; Mr.  H.  Smith, 
bream  ; Mr.  W.  Smith,  bream  ; Mr.  Jolly,  bream  ; Mr. 
Ehren,  roach  ; Mr.  Coombs, dace  ; Mr.  Woodford,  roach. 
Our  match  is  unavoidably  postponed.  Members  please 
note. — (3.  Marrows,  sec. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — Our  first  match  for  club 
prizes  took  place  on  July  16,  twenty  of  us  going  down 
to  King’s  Langley  in  a brake,  starting  from  club  house 
at  2 a.m.  ; we  had  a pleasant  journey  there  and  back. 
The  prizes  were  taken  as  under  ; Mr.  Carpenter,  1st  ; 
Mr.  Hare,  2nd;  Mr.  Harwood,  3rd:  Mr.  Stinchcombe, 
4th  ; Mr.  Gibbs,  5th.  We  bad  a full  house  on  Thursday, 
the  20th,  our  return  visit,  twelve  clubs  were  repre- 
sented. Mr.  Rosier,  Westminster,  took  the  chair,  Mr. 
Bigsby,  Independent,  vice.  Mr.  Harris,  visiting  officer, 
attended,  and  opened  collecting  box,  finding  13s.  6d. 
therein.  There  were  plenty  of  good  songs,  ably  accom- 
panied by  H.  Barber,  who  presided  at  piano. — H. 
Reaves,  sec. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Deptford.— 
Our  trays  were  well  filled  on  the  23rd  by  the  following 
members  : Mr.  W.  Tyler,  roach ; W.  Windred,  roach 
and  dace  : J.  Oakley,  roach  and  dace  ; J.  Payne,  roach  ; 
J.  Steer,  roach  and  dace;  and  H.  Fordham,  roach.  On 
the  24th,  Mr.  H.  Freame  had  a fine  catch  of  roach. — H. 
Tyler,  hon.  sec. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Yauxhall-oross. — The  following  had  fish  on  the  23rd 
inst.  : — Mr.  Clegg,  roach  and  dace  : Mr.  Powell,  bream  ; 
Mr.  Howson,  roach  and  dace  : Mr.  Betts,  roach  : Mr. 
Dawson,  roach  and  bream  ; Mr.  Gain,  bream  and  dace  : 
Mr.  Phillips,  bream  and  chub.  Mr.  Pain  had  roach  on 
the  22nd.  We  had  a good  meeting  on  the  25th,  Mr. 
Phillips  in  the  chair.  Our  contest  for  Aug.  20  is  com- 
plete. Another  new  member  was  proposed — Mr.  Soar. 
Ballot  next  week,  and  we  still  have  a few  more 
vacancies. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 

Odell  Arms,  Limerstomstreet,  S.W.— The  members  of 
the  above  held  their  usual  weekly  meeting,  Mr.  G.  Powe 
presiding.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were 
read  and  confirmed,  and  general  business  transacted, 
Mr.  Cable  being  elected  an  honorary  member.  On 
July  23  Mr.  Templeman  w'eighed-in  a fine  show  of  roach 
and  dace.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Wednes- 
day next  to  make  final  arrangements  for  outing  on 
Aug.  20.— E.  SUTEHALL,  S6C. 

Waltham  Brothers,  King’s  Arms. — Our  members 
have  been  out  in  force  during  the  week,  Mr.  C.  Saville 
having  31b.  of  roach;  J.  Lapwood,  3joz.;  \\  . Pitch,  a 
show  ; E.  Simmons,  lloz.  ; J.  Williams,  A.  Gaywood, 


and  A.  Shambrooke  have  also  had  takes.  On  the  23rd, 
Simmons  had  a chub  of  21b.  8Joz.  ; Saville  had  21b.  6ioz.; 
Lapwood,  lOjOz.  roach.  On  Monday,  Mr.  A.  Sham- 
brooke had  a bream  of  41b.,  and  a few  small  roach. 
Other  members  not  out.  We  fish  in  the  £5  sweepstakes 
on  July  30. — A.  G.  Beach,  sec. 

Waitonian  Angling  Society,  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  Albany-street,  Regent’s-park. — On  Wednesday, 
July  19,  Mr.  Roland  had  a good  show  of  roach,  91b,  2oz. 
On  July  23,  Mr.  Good  bad  81b.  of  roach,  and  Messrs.  A. 
Putnam  and  W.  Dodge  weighed-in  roach.  James 
Packman. 

Walworth  Waltonians,  St.  Paul’s  Tavern,  Wal- 
worth, S.E. — The  result  of  the  competition  on  the  23rd 
was  as  follows  ; — Mr.  Hibble,  first,  with  131b.  12^oz.  ; Mr. 
Walters,  .second,  with  61b.  lioz.  On  Wednesday,  26th, 
Mr.  E.  Lees  weighed-in  specimen  carp  and  .51b.  lloz. 
roach.  At  the  committee  meeting  rule  .30  was  rescinded. 
Wednesday  next  will  be  special  meeting;  nine  sharp. — ■ 

C.  Hibble,  sec. 

Western  Piscatorials,  Marquis  of  Granby,  Castle- 
street  East,  London,  W. — The  final  arrangements  for  our 
outing  on.  July  30  to  Henley  and  Shiplake  were  made 
at  a numerously  attended  meeting  on  Wednesday  last. 
There  is  every  promise  of  a keen  competition,  and  as  we 
have  a new  set  of  fish-trays  on  order,  we  hope  to  .see 
them  well  filled  on  this  occasion.  Two  new  fishing 
members  were  unanimously  elected  on  Wednesday. — 

D.  W.  Evans,  sec. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — On  July  23  the 
following  members  weighed  - in : Mr.  C.  Maxted, 
91b.  15,Voz.  roach;  Mr.  E.  Lowther.  31b.  134oz.  roach; 
Mr.  F.  Horner,  21b.  12Joz.  roach ; Mr.  W.  H.  Pasmore, 
11b.  lloz.  roach ; Mr.  C.  Roberts,  11b.  6Joz.  of  roach. 
Mr.  E.  Smith  and  Mr.  F.  Humfryesand  Mr.  H.  Pierac- 
cini  also  weighed-in  roach  and  rudd.  I hope  our 
members  will  not  forget  our  boundary  match  at  Hatfield 
Peverel  on  Aug.  13  for  five  prizes,  all  members  to  go 
down  by  the  last  train  on  Saturday  night  that  leaves 
Stratford  at  12  p.m.— R.  Lowther,  secretary. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle, 
Francis-Street,  Westminster. — At  the  special  meeting 
called  for  revising  of  one  or  two  rules,  it  was  decided  by 
thirty  members  present,  to  compete  for  the  silver 
challenge  cup  presented  by  Mr.  Martin,  one  of  our 
members,  in  the  following  manner  : “ It  shall  be  com- 

peted for  two  years  in  succession  by  having  six  matches, 
one  match  in  each  quarter.  The  competitor  who  wins 
four  matches  out  of  the  six  shall  be  declared  the  winner, 
and  these  matches  will  be  held  under  the  same  conditions 
as  club  matches,  ties  to  be  competed  for.”  Several 
members  were  out  on  July  23.  and  Mr.  R.  Atchison 
saved  us  from  a blank  with  a tine  show  of  chub,  total 
weight  of  7|lb.,  largest  fish  scaling  2ib.  7Joz.  At  this 
meeting  one  or  two  rules  were  slightly  altered,  and  two 
new  rules  were  added.  The  auditors  went  through  the 
balance  sheets,  and  a new  member  was  elected  (Mr. 
Churley).  Gentlemen  wishing  to  join  us,  please  appl.y 
to  the  secretary. — ^Geo.  Barrett. 


There  is  no  more  monotonous  form  of  salmon  fishing 
than  trolling  on  a sheet  of  fresh  water  such  as  the  great 
Perthshire  loch.  Enveloped  in  wraps  of  every  sort  and 
description,  the  fisherman  sits  in  the  stern  sheets  of  a 
boat,  which  is  slowly  propelled  through  the  water  by  a 
couple  of  Highland  gillies,  a couple  of  phantoms 
attached  to  his  long  lines  out  astern.  The  extent  of  skill 
which  he  exercises,  until  the  fish  is  hooked,  at  any  rate, 
is  limited  to  the  size  and  colour  of  the  phantoms  ; the 
boatman  do  the  rest.  Harling  on  many  big  rivers 
requires  much  more  knowledge  and  care.  To  be 
successful,  the  angler  must  know  his  ground  thoroughly, 
the  approximate  depth  of  each  pool,  the  places  where 
the  fish  lie  in  various  states  of  the  water,  and  the  lures 
best  adapted  for  these.  Of  the  Norwegian  salmon  rivers 
the  Namsen  does  not,  perhaps,  present  such  a variety  of 
water  as  would  serve  to  illustrate  this  statement,  the 
majority  of  the  pools,  except  perhaps  on  the  Midjaa 
beat,  being  deep  and  heavy.  On  the  Namsen,  moreover, 
one  great  element  of  variety  in  the  way  of  lure  is 
eliminated,  the  fly  being  hardly  ever  used,  unless, 
perhaps,  when  the  water  is  dead  low ; spoons  and 
phantoms  are  practically  the  only  things  that  avail. 
The  Tana  is  a different  and  much  finer  stream— the  heav, 
ideal  of  a harling  river,  presenting,  as  it  does,  an  infinite 
variety  of  pool  and  rapid.  I had  the  good  fortune,  says 
a writer  in  the  Field,  to  fish  a beat  on  that  magnificent 
salmon  river  before  it  was  spoiled  for  several  years, 
and,  although  I paid  the  most  minute  attention  to  the 
ways  and  lay  of  the  fish.  1 have  never  acquired  more 
than  a rudimentai’y  knowledge  thereof.  In  the  early 
spring  flood  things  were  plain  enough  ; one  bad  only  to 
fish,  when  the  heady  currents  permitted,  with  good  big 
spoons  or  phantoms,  devoting  most  time  to  the  Russian 
side,  the  snow-water  from  the  Norwegian  tributaries 
rendering  that  side  useless  for  the  most  part.  But  when 
the  river  ran  into  good  fishing  trim,  it  was  a very 
different  matter. — Pall  Mall  Gazette. 


Bolloway’s  Omtment  ami  Pt7(s.— With  the  changing  season  it  is 
prudent  for  all  to  rectify  any  ailment  afllicting  them  ; but  it  is 
incumbent  on  the  aged,  suffering  under  ulcerations  and  similar 
debilitating  cau.ses,  to  have  them  remorotl,  or  worse  consequences 
will  follow.  This  Ointment  is  their  remedy;  on  its  powers  all 
may  confidently  rely ; it  not  simply  puts  their  sores  out  of  sight, 
but  extirpates  the  source  of  misenief,  extracts  the  corroding 
poison,  and  .stimulates  nature  to  fill  uj)  the  ulcer  with  sound, 
healthy  granulations,  that  will  abide  through  life.  Under  this 
treatment  bad  legs  soon  liecome  sound,  scorbutic  skins  cast  off 
their  scales,  and  scrofulous  sores  cea.se  to  annoy.  Such  liope  for 
the  disease  was  unknown  in  former  days. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


Rirer  Reporters  n-ho  n-ant  forms  and  envelopes 
should  se'tid  a post  card  to  the  Mamujer  of  the  Wishing 
Gazette,  St.  iJunstan  s i/ou^e,  Fetter-lane,  Lonaoit. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  belo' 


Add -145 


/30  min.  for  Chelsea. 
\40  „ ,,  Putney. 


^ ■id 

^50 


i55  min.  for  Kew. 

75  ,,  ,,  Richmond. 

80  „ „ Twicken- 

ham. 

85  „ ,,  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

J7.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridg^. 

Saturday,  July  29  

Sunday,  ,,  30  

Monday,  ,,  31  

Tuesday,  Aug.  1 

Wednesday,  ,,  2 

Thursday,  ,,  3 

Friday,  ,,  4 


Morning. 

Evening. 

2.20 

2.39 

2.57 

3.14 

3.31  , 

3.48 

4.  6 , 

4 24 

4.42 

5.17  . 

5-37 

5.57 

0.19 

r AND 

Pulborough. 

Morning. 

Evening. 

3.  0 

3.19 

3..37 

3.54 

4.11 

4.28 

Saturday,  July  29  

Sunday,  ,,  30  

Monday,  .,  31  _ 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley. 

Pulborough  will  be  two  hours  forty  minutes  later. 


English  and  Welsh  Reports. 

Lower  Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  late 
rains  have  greatly  improved  the  character  and  condi- 
tion of  the  water,  although  it  is  in  some  places  both 
low  and  bright.  The  anglers,  however,  have  bad  no 
reason  to  complain  of  any  deficiency  of  sport,  liut,  on  the 
contrary,  the  yields  this  season  up  to  the  present  have 
been  largely  in  excess  of  many  previous  years.  Mr.  A. 
Nnthall,  J.P.,  when  proposing  the  toast  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society,  remarked  “ he  had  never 
known  any  season  when,  in  the  early  portion  so  many 
barbel  had  been  caught,’’  and  it.  may  further  be 
remarked  there  has  been  a great  number  of  those  fish, 
ranging  from  Gib.  to  9lb.  each.  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley,  in 
sending  me  a night  line  he  had  fished  up  at  Docket  Point 
adds:  “Since  last  writing  to  you  I have  had  some  fine 
chub,  roach,  Ac.,  and  a 41b.  trout  from  the  Tumbling 
Bay,  and  a perch  of  21b.  from  the  fame  place. 
This  is  the  best  perch  I have  seen  for  a long  while  in  the 
Thames.  My  friend,  Mr.  Wilkinson,  of  Barnes,  has  had 
some  good  chub  and  roach,  one  of  the  latter  going  a 
pound.  ” The  season  has  been  remarkable  also  for  the 
presence  of  so  many  bream,  and  in  many  instances  those 
fish  have  been  taken  of  51b.  each.  I am  afraid  that 
some  of  the  anglers,  in  the  sport  they  have  had,  have  not 
thought  of  recognising  the  society  which  has  done  so 
much  to  protect  and  maintain  a stock  of  fish  in  the 
river.  I was  in  hopes,  after  the  issue  of  my  pamphlet 
on  "Thames  Preservation,”  so  kindly  printed  gratui- 
tously by  the  Fishinrj  Gazette,  and  sold  at  sixpence  each 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society,  it  would,  after  showing  what  had  been  done  by 
the  committee  for  the  benefit  of  anglers,  be  the  means  of 
increasing  its  funds,  but  I am  afraid  those  who  ought  to 
purchase  it  have  not  done  so,  and  I can  only  add  if  they 
will  do  so,  and  make  application  to  the  secretary,  11, 
Pownall  - gardens,  Hounslow,  their  wishes  shall  be 

The  Upper  Thames.—  Although  the  Thames  in  the 
upper  reaches  is  in  excellent  order  lor  all  and  any  class 
of  fishing,  few  disciples  of  Izaak  seem  to  have  taken 
advantage  of  the  exceptionally  good  trim  of  the  water. 
In  the  Medmenham,  Marlow,  and  Bourne  End  waters, 
good  takes  of  roach  during  the  past  week  have  been  had 
by  the  early  and  late  pisoators,  but  the  all- engrossing 
work  is  now  that  of  gudgeon  fishing,  and,  although  this, 
to  the  educated  and  “ above-that-sort-of-line  ” angler, 
seems  poor  work,  it  is  yet  sure  sport  to  the  thousands 
of  ladies  and  youngsters  who  frequent  the  grand  old 
river  and  its  lovely  surroundings.  Weather  superb,  river 
Buperber,  sport  superbest ! — Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Cheitsey).— John  Poulter,  one  day,  with 
Mr.  Wastell,  six  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; another  day, 
with  a gentleman,  twelve  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; and 
another  day.  in  four  hours,  six  dozen  of  roach  and  one 
bream.  L.  Hackett,  in  one  day,  with  Mr.  Cartwright, 
30lb.  of  roach  and  dace;  and  another  day,  fourteen 
barbel  and  twenty-five  chub.  C.  Harris,  in  one  day, 
four  dozen  of  roach  and  a couple  of  barbel. 

Thames  (Hampton  Court).  — William  Melborne 
reports  " Mr.  Creswick,  of  Palace-road,  East  Moulsey, 
and  two  friends,  in  a couple  of  days,  caught  thirty-six 
barbel  and  six  brace  of  perch,  two  of  the  largest  perch 
weighing  lib.  each.  The  water  here  is  still  very  low 
and  bright.” 

Thames  (Hingstou).  — The  fishing  is  still  very 
good.  J.  Wilks,  thirty-three  bream,  twelve  dozen 
roach  and  dace,  four  jack  ; J.  Knight,  fifty-three  barbel, 
thirteen  chub,  nine  jack,  and  eight  dozen  roach  and 


dace  ; B.  Pope,  one  day,  ten  dozen  roach  and  dace  ; 
N.  Bolton,  fifteen  barbel,  ten  dozen  roach  and  dace,  six 
jack,  and  two  perch  ; J.  Johnstone,  in  one  day,  401b.  of 
bream,  and  other  days  he  also  had  good  takes. 
J.  R.  Richardson. 

Thames  (Kingston).— N.  Bolton,  in  the  week, 
fifteen  bream,  eight  barbel,  six  jack,  one  brace  of  perch, 
and  ten  dozen  of  roach  and  dace;  J.  Wilkes,  thirty- 
three  bream,  four  perch,  one  jack,  and  twelve  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace  ; J.  Knight,  fifty-three  barbel,  thirteen 
chub,  nine  jack,  and  eight  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 
John  Johnson,  on  Monday  last  with  Mr.  Janies  Clapp, 
about  351b.  weight  of  bream  ; and  on  other  days  a total 
of  forty-two  barbel,  fifteen  bream,  four  chub,  three  jack, 
and  seven  dozen  of  roach  and  dace ; H.  Tutman,  in 
three  days,  seven  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  five  barbel, 
and  six  bream. 

Thames  (Richmond).  — Job  Brain  and  Henry 
Mansell  have  been  doing  well  with  roach,  dace,  and 
barbel ; E.  Howard,  in  one  day,  four  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace  and  a barbel  of  2Jlb. 

Thames  (Staines). — John  Keene,  jun.,  has  been 
out  all  the  week,  and  done  well  with  the  barbel,  roach, 
and  dace.  One  day,  with  Mr.  Rogers,  ‘201b.  of  barbel, 
dace,  and  bream;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Wilson,  ten 
chub  and  four  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; in  two  other 
days,  with  Mr.  Waterer,  thirty-seven  barbel,  the  largest 
4^1b.  ; and  another  day,  with  Mr.  Newbury  and  friend, 
three’  barbel  and  a large  quantity  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Sunbury). — Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Shand, 
during  the  week,  thirty-three  barbel,  eighteen  bream, 
and  eighteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  Messrs.  E. 
Clarke  and  Sons,  forty  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Teddington).  — W.  McBride,  in  three 
days,  eleven  dozen  of  roacb  and  dace,  three  brace  of 
jack,  and  a perch  of  11b.  Joseph  Baldwin,  in  two  half 
days,  six  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Twickenham).— George  Coxen,  in  three 
days,  361b.  of  roach  and  dace.  R.  Coxen,  in  four  days, 
561b.  of  roach  and  dace,  and  four  barbel.  J.  Coxen,  in 
two  and  a half  days,  251b.  of  roach  and  dace;  J. 
Dunn,  in  two  days,  281b.  of  roach  and  dace,  three 
barbei,  and  a perch  of  Ulb.  A.  Hammerton,  in  the 
week,  twenty-eight  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  one  barbel, 
and  two  jack.  S.  Cole,  in  the  week,  seven  barbel,  two 
perch,  and  sixteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  : and  John 
Spong,  thri-e  barbel,  four  jack,  and  twelve  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace. 

Windsor  District. — Refreshing  showers  have 
fallen,  but  without  the  slightest  visible  effect  on  the 
river  ; still,  fair  sport  has  been  had,  and,  with  the  ap- 
proach of  autumn,  the  pike  fisherman  will  soon  be  think- 
ing of  his  favourite  sport,  though  many  are  now  trying 
for  them,  the  result  being  many  small  fish  are  had, 
though  Mr.  Coomher,  of  Eton,  was  fortunate  enough  to 
head  the  local  club  list  with  one  of  51b.  lOoz.,  a rather 
poor  fish  as  regards  condition.  Chub  are  rising  fairly 
well  but  the  last  few  days  have  been  too  windy  for  this 
Viranch  of  the  art.  Mr.  Major,  of  Windsor,  had  one  2ilb. ; 
Mr.  W.  B.  Summersby,  of  Eton,  one,  2ilb.  ; Mr.  Thomas, 
cf  Eton,  one  of  the  same  weight,  and,  in  addition,  12lb. 
of  smaller.  Mr.  Hewlett,  of  Eton,  has  been  taking 
roach  and  dace  in  the  early  mornings,  nine  and  a 
quarter  dozen,  and  a jack,  being  the  respectable  total 
for  three  visits.  From  an  epicurian  point  of  view 
perhaps  the  best  fish  of  the  week  was  a nice  fat  eel  of 
lib.  lOoz.,  caught  by  Mr.  Belchin,  of  Windsor,  with  rod 
and  line.  I have  received  an  offer  this  week  of  over  two 
miles  of  Thames  river  fishing  (navigable  portion)  for 
<£25  per  annum.  Anyone  like  to  take  this  interesting 
lot?  I can  forward  particulars. — B.  E.  Bambridge. 

Ancliolme  District.— Roach  have  fed  well  during 
the  past  week.  Messrs.  Hawkins,  Evison,  and  White, 
of  Brigg,  all  had  good  catches.  White  got  101b.  in  two 
hours.  The  largest  roach  was  taken  by  Watson,  which 
weighed  11b.  7oz.  Bream  fishing,  too,  is  improving.— 
Thomas  Ford.  , , . 

Arvm  (Pulborough.  and  Amberley).— Fishing  all 
round  has  not  been  so  good  during  the  past  few  days, 
but  some  of  the  London  anglers  have  again  been  doing 
well  at  these  resorts.  Mr.  Steadman  had  201b.  of  roach 
and  bream  at  Pulborough  on  July  23.  The  Funny 
h'olks’  members  have  had  from  61b.  to  121b.  baskets  from 
the  river,  and  the  fish  caught  have  comprised  some 
excellent  roach.  The  river  was  in  fair  order  for  bottom 
fishing.  In  regard  to  baits,  anglers  are  advised  to  give 
boiled  wheat  a trial  now. — M. 

Brighton.— Sea  Angling. — Boat  anglers  have  had 
varying  sport  during  the  past  fortnight.  Small  conger, 
rock  whiting,  plaice,  and  dabs  are  met  with,  although 
not  plentiful.  A few  bass  have  been  caught  off  the 
groynes  at  Kemptown.  We  have  had  rough  seas  during 
the  past  ten  dajs,  but  to-day  (the  27th)  it  is  quite  calm, 
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Cornish  Streams.— Five  huudred  peal  were  killed 
in  the  Fowey  by  dynamite.  Peal  are  travelling  very 
plentifully  everywhere  now.  Two  Lostwithiel  rods  got 
twelve  very  good  fish  between  them  on  Tuesday , but  the 
river  is  very  much  coloured,  too  much  in  fact  for  any- 
thing but  worm.  On  the  Camel,  Napier  got  a salmon  of 
12Ub.  and  three  peal.  Ongh,  five  peal,  and  other  rods 
two  or  three.  Tne  rivers  have  risen  very  considerably 
during  the  rain;  trout  fishing  is  very  good  just  now.  • 

Bodmin.  . j i.-n 

Dee  (Corwen). — Fishing  is  almost  at  a standstill, 
only  the  worm  anglers  manage  to  get  a few.  They  Hss 
in  the  evening  at  times  for  about  ten  minutes,^  and 
anglers  manage  to  get  a brace  or  two  then.  Mr.  bhaw 
killed  two  jack  end  of  week.  The  weather  is  close  and 
heavy,  and  thunder  is  hanging  about.  On  Saturday, 
the  22nd,  Capt.  Foster’s  otter  hounds  meet  at  Llanderfel 
Bridge  to  hunt  the  Dee. — Alwen. 


Derwent  (Ambergate). — Sport  has  been  encour- 
aging during  tlie  week  both  in  the  Derwent  and  tribu- 
taries : baskets  of  three  to  five  brace  per  rod  have  been 
taken  by  the  Silver  Dun,  Red  Spinner,  and  small  Black 
Flies,  bn  the  Duffield  Club  water  of  the  lower  Der- 
went, the  members  are  having  good  sport  among  the 
trout,  also  several  very  large  eels  have  been  landed. 
The  weather  is  somewhat  unsettled,  and  the  streams  are 
slightly  discoloured,  and  prospects  are  good  tor  the 
holidays. — Amber  Dun. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Weather  is  now  every- 
thing that  could  be  wished,  i.e.,  cloudy,  with  occasional 
showers.  Water  is  still  clear,  but  if  present  weather 
holds,  as  appears  likely,  a spate  will  be  on  by  the  time 
this  meets  the  eye  of  the  reader.  Some  good  fish  have 
been  taken  from  most  public  and  private  lengths  this 
week.  The  Golden  Dun  appears  to  be  the  most  taking 
fly.— D.  AND  W.  H.  Foster.  . 

Esk  eWhitby).— There  is  yet  very  little  doing  on 
this  river.  The  water  has  run  down  a great  deal  and  a 
flood  is  wanted.  A few  salmon  trout  have  been  caught 
at  Egton  Bridge  and  in  the  Lealholm  waters,  but  so  far 
there  has  been  no  sport  to  speak  of. — Jno.  J . Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  intermittent  rain 
of  the  past  week  has  kept  the  rivers  in  a more  or  less 
fluctuating  condition,  and  sport  has  consequently  been 
rather  uncertain.  From  the  Brampford  section  of  the 
Exe,  a few  good  dishes  of  trout  have  been  had,  among 
the  most  successful  anglers  being  Messrs.  Coward, 
Snell,  and  Taylor.  Some  good  bags  of  eels  have  also 
fallen  to  the  rods  of  Messrs.  Edwards  and  Jackman, 
best  specimen  21b.  2oz.  On  the  Creedy,  a few  fair  trout 
have  been  killed  by  Messrs.  Tucker  and  Roberts. 
Canal  anglers  have  been  doing  fair  business  among  the 
porch  and  roach,  a good  lot  of  the  latter,  numbering 
two-and-a-half  dozen,  being  taken  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts, 
.several  fish  running  from  ^Ib.  to  4lb.  each.  Mr.  Ivelley 
has  been  getting  some  good  roach  from  the  Exwick 
waters. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— The  con- 
tinued! showery  weather  makes  angling  very.prosperous, 
and  the  roding  operations  are  continually,  as  it  were, 
opening  out  fresh  fields  for  sport,  particularly  along  the 
Forty-foot,  where  the  fishing  is,  on  the  whole,  very  good. 
In  the  Billingborough  district,  local  experts  are  getting 
some  good  baskets.  In  the  Spalding  district,  sportsmen 
have  had  good  takes,  some  good  tench  coming  to  hand. 
Roach  and  eels  h ive  been  plentifully  captured,  some  ot 
the  latter  exceptionally  fine.  The  Counter  and  the 
North  and  South  Drove  drains  have  been  well  patro- 
nised, and  at  Bode  Hole,  where  the  waters  meet,  some  ex- 
cellent business  has  been  done.  Perch  are  in  excellent 
trim,  and  easy  to  take. — Limpet. 

(ripping. — This  river  is  in  nice  condition  for  angling, 
the  only  fault  being  rather  too  bright,  but  still  good 
men  can  make  good  bags,  takes  of  roach  weighing 
lOjlb.,  111b.,  and  101b.  being  recorled  during  the  week 
at  Claydon.— PiSCATOR.  ......  u 

Idle  (North  Notts).— The  Idle  and  the  Ryton  have 
had  a good  many  visitors  this  week,  and  some  good 
business  has  been  done.  Near  to  Scrooby  there  has 
been  some  good  sport.  A nice  lot  of  chub  have  also 
lately  been  procured  from  the  water  near  Retford,  and 
a few  trout  have  come  also  from  the  free  lengths  of  the 
river.  The  lower  portion  of  the  Idle  and  the  drains  in 
connection  therewith  have  had  a few  visitors  on  them, 
but  their  doings  have  only  been  moderate.  L. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey).— Messrs 
Dean,  Cloth,  Higgins,  and  Southwortn,  of  Bolton,  had 
very  fair  sport  bottom  fishing,  though  the  weather  was 
very  boisterous.  Mr.  Coles,  Bodorgan  Arms  Hotel,  had 
a nice  trout,  lilb.,  with  several  smaller  in  fly  fishing, 
and  others  have  taken  good  fish  with  a Qnill  Gnat, 
Orange  and  White,  and  a Bluebottle.  Lake  very  low 
and  fresh  water  wanted. — W.  H. 

Lea  and  Stort.— The  heavy  rains  and  thunderstorms 
of  the  last  few  days  have  not  mads  mnch  apparent 
difference  in  the  height  of  the  water.  The  water  is  a 
good  co.our,  not  too  bright.  At  Tottenham  fair  sport 
was  had,  and  in  the  Silk  weed  length  two  members  ot 
the  Eagle  Angling  Society  had  some  good  eels  ; in  Day  s 
Ferrie  Boat  ivater  Mr.  Smith  and  other  anglers  had 
roach  and  eels.  At  Games’s,  Higham  Hill  fishery,  some 
gool  takes  of  roach  have  been  made,  and  a tew  fine 
dace  have  been  caught.  At  Cook’s  Ferry  a good  many 
roach,  dace,  and  perch  have  been  taken,  but  they  have 
run  small.  The  pike  and  perch  fishing  opens  on  Tuesday 
next,  and  there  is  a plentiful  stock  of  both  kinds.  I saw 
some  nice  lots  of  fish  on  the  23rd  at  the  club-room  ot 
the  Edmonton  and  Tottenham.— Spliced  Joint. 

Lea  (Waltham  Ahbsy).— We  are  having  splendid 
Sport  here.  I recently  saw  over  401b.  of  roach  and  dace 
weighed  at  the  King’s  Arms.  On  Monday,  Mr.  A. 
Shambrooke  had  a bream  of  exactly  41b.  and  a few 
roach  from  Mr.  Avis’s  fishery.  Mr.  A.  Guinn  had  a dace 
of  nine  inches  when  dry.  Mr.  Bell  had  61b.  lOoz.,  ot 
fish  being  41b.  12oz.  roach,  and  two  bream  of  11b.  14dz. 
Mr.’  Maples  had  lib.  12ioz.  of  roach.  Anglers  are 
advised  visit  to  here  on  July  30  to  fish  in  the  .£5  competi- 
tion. The  prizes  consist  of  five  clocks,  two  plated  tea- 
pots, a set  of  carvers,  a 35s.  roach  pole,  a cruet-stand, 
and  other  useful  articles.  Fish  witli  paste  or  gentles. 
Clearwater.  . . , 

Lea  (Ware).— We  have  had  some  nice  rains,  and  tne 
river  is  in  splendid  order.  A member  of  the  Walton  and 
Cotton  Club  fishing  here  on  the  23rd  had  a fine  take  ot 
roach,  having  some  nice  ones  averaging  l^lb.  each. 

S Silverton,  42,  James-street,  Bethnal  Green,  fashing 
opposite  The  Bull  Inn  last  Monday  morning,  landed  a 
handsome  trout  of  S^lb.  A Mr.  Cornish,  of  Finchley, 
fishing  here  to-day,  Friday,  has  had  a very  fine  take  ot 
roach  and  dace. — Edwin  Cossar, 
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Leicester. — The  nvins  have  proved  most  honoficial  in 
keeping  np  the  takes  of  lish  in  tlie  waters  in  Leieestor- 
shire.  Sport  has  been  most  excellent.  From  the  pre- 
serve:! waters  belonging  to.  the  b)cal  society,  and  the 
free  waters  below  to  the  town  (ish  liave  been  taken  in 
good  numbers.  Some  of  the  best  takes  at  Leicester  were 
111b.  of  roach  by  Mr,  Brant  ; lolb.,  Mr  Bates  ; 81b,,  Mr. 
Backus;  131b.,  Mr.  H.  Prime  ; 71b.,  .Mr.  Eld,  and  nearly 
all  the  anglers  out  took  from  31b.  to  61b.  Mr.  A.  Harri- 
son, in  a mixed  basket,  showed  two  and  a half  brace  of 
fine  dace,  and  from  Hacks  Meadow  waters  tine  chub 
were  landed  up  to  31b.  Higher  up  the  water,  at  Ayle- 
stone,  roach  and  perch  have  been  secured.  Pike  fishing 
has  not  been  very  good,  and  perhaps  the  best  fish  shown 
v;as  one  of  61b.,  taken  by  Mr.  Memory.  The  waters  at 
Blaby,  Narborough,  and  Croft  also  received  plenty  of 
patronage,  baskets  averaging  from  51b.  to  101b.  At  the 
Canal  at  Smeaton  things  have  been  going  merrily,  Mr. 
Waddimore  and  some  friends  taking  a bag  of  251b.  all 
roach,  and  at  some  private  waters  a splendid  lot  of  pike, 
bream,  and  perch  were  Shown  by  Messrs.  A.  Hardy, 
G.  Wilson.  T.  Wright,  and  A.  Archer. 

Little  Ouse  (Bandon). — The  roach  and  dace  have 
been  feeding  freely  on  this  river  lately,  and  some  nice 


catches  have  been  made.  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Thorpe,  of 
Tfietford,  fi.ahiiig  below  tho  Sheepwash  Staunch,  on  the 
23rd.  took  .50  b roacli  and  dace,  and  three  London 
anriers  on  tlie  .simj  day,  got  about  -lOlb.  of  fish  between 
tnem.  Several  <if  i)ie  members  of  the  .Junior  H’ly-tishors’ 

I 'bin,  als  1 tiuksome  nice  dace  with  the  fly  on  the  23rd. 
Tho  water  is  in  good  order.  Boats,  bait,  and  every 
a.ccommodation,  can  bo  found  at  the  Ram,  which  is  close 
to  the  riverside.  — H.  M 

Lugg'  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  very  low  and  bright.  The  flies 
used  are  the  Silver  Dun,  Hare’s  Ear,  Wickham’s  Fancy, 
Palmers.  Wasp  grub  fishing  has  been  tried  with  success. 
— Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 

Rivers  extremely  low  and  clear.  Fly-ttthing  of  but 
little  account  except  when  there  is  a strong  breeze. 
Grayling  are  coming  better  on  the  feed.  Trout  getting 
more  sluggish.  Flies  appear  this  year  so  much  befoie 
their  usual  time  that  some  are  taking  now  that  we 
generally  do  not  use  till  1 he  middle  (or  later)  of  August, 
notably  the  Red  Tay  and  Green  Insect  find  favour  just 
now.  Have  not  yet  seen  the  August  Dun,  but  expect  to 
in  a few  days  ; these,  with  Sky  Blue,  Ants.  Ginger  Moth, 


.July  I>iin,  Spinner,  July  Gnat,  and  Coaubtnan,  are  t.lio 
beMt  of  a groat  variety  now  on.  A froth  is  badly  wanted. 
— R.  T.  Wu.r.iAM.s. 

Medway  ( Maidstone). — WciUier  and  water  favour- 
able. Bream,  roacti,  and  perch  are  no  v well  O ’. 
Anglers  hav)  bad  tome  good  creeliand  good  snort,  lias 
been  the  rule,  Good  chub  fishr-ig  c in  now  be  bad  at  liie 
weirs  at  Tetton,  Yalding,  and  F..irlcigh.  My  lavourile 
bait  is  cheese  paste. — W.  SunniiSOLE. 

Medway  (Tonbridge). — Good  catches  of  bream  and 
roach  have  been  recorded.  Eels  are  on  the  move,  and 
carp  and  tench  have  been  feeding,  some  good  fish  having 
been  taken,  and  one  or  two  fine  carp  lost  through  tight- 
lining.  River  in  first-class  order.  Baits,  gentles  and 
wasp  grubs. — R.  E.  W. 

Ormesby  Broad  (Norfolk). — Bream  fishing  hero  is 
very  good  just  now.  Agenrlemin  staying  at  the  Eel’s 
Foot  Inn  landed  over  four  stone  last  Friday,  the  largest 
fish  scaling  3Jlb.  ; only  one  weighed  under  IJlb.  Lob 
worms  were  greedily  taken  during  the  day,  but  in  the 
evening  ordinary  bread  paste  was  preferred.  The  swim 
was  not  ground  baited  until  the  fishing  commenced, 
about  9.30  iu  the  morning.  On  Saturday  and  Monday 
over  200  fish  were  landed,  but  of  much  smaller  size,  as 


ARTHUR  J.  TAYLER, 

“FB.BNCH  HORN,” 

Close  to  River  and  Railway  Station.  Special 
accommodation  for  Anglers. 


If  you  are  Interested  In  Books 

send  2s.  6d.  in  stamps  for  a (^opy  post  free  every 
week  for  3 months  of  “Tbb  Publishers’  Cir 
CULAR  AND  BOOKSELLERS'  BeOORD.”  St.  Dno- 
i Stan's  Rohm.  Fitter  Laha.  London 


AJJOLERS  OBSERVE!! 

We  can  save  you  in  many  things  as  much  as  per  cent.  Call  or  send  for  our  full  detailed  Price 
List  (free  by  post),  and  be  convinced.  Repeatedly  recommended  by  the  “ Fishing  Gazette,”  " Land 
and  Water,”  “ Angling,”  ‘‘  Fishing,"  &c. 

Specialities  in  Bods.— Our  ‘‘  Prize”  Boach  Hod,  London  made  (as  supplied  for  the  “Imperial” 
Cup  Competition),  18  feet,  warranted  first  class  quality  throughout.  Division  bag,  22s.  6d.  Our  “ Marvel  ” 
Fly  Bod.  real  Greenheort,  four  joints,  brazed,  tapered  butt,  winch  fittings,  in  bag,  9s.  Our 
“ Favourite"  Bottom  and  Jack  Rod,  best  Hickory,  four  joints,  brazed,  with  extra  stout  jack  top  (will 
kill  heavy  fish),  in  bag,  10s.  6d. 

Specialities  in  Beels.' — Polished  Brass,  1|  inch,  'l.s. ; 2 inch,  Is.-ld. ; 2f  inch.  Is.  6d.  The 
“Archer,"  cheapest  metal  reel  ever  made,  nickel  plated,  Nottingham  action,  with  line  guard  and 
drier,  2 inch.  Is.  Cd. : 2J  inch,  Is.  9d.  Nottingham  Reels,  with  removable  check,  3 inch,  4s. ; .3J  inch, 
5s. ; 4 inch,  (!s.  6d. ; 4J  inch,  7s. 

Specialities  in  Lines.— Our  “Marvel"  Silk  Line,  warranted  pure,  and  plaited  (not  twisted), 
consequently  won't  kink.  Extra  fine  for  roach,  30  yards,  Y^d. : 50  yards,  lOd.  ; fine,  30  yards,  9d. ; 
40  yards.  Is. ; medium,  50  yards.  Is.  .YAd. ; 75  yard.s,  2s.  2Ad.;  100  yards,  2s-  lid.;  stout,  .DO  yards, 
2s.  Id.;  75  yards,  3s.  IJd. ; 100  yards,  4s.  2d.  Finest  Braided  Waterproof  Silk,  extra  fine,  Is.  (id. 
per  score;  fine,  is.  9d.  score;  medium.  2s.  score;  stout,  2s.  9d.  score.  Jack  Lines,  waterproof, 
“Spot,"  very  strong,  7d.  per  score.  Best  Plaited  Hemp  (tanned),  strongest  line  we  sell,  9d.  per  score 
(will  not  twist). 

Specialities  in  Hooks  (on  Gut). — Best  Hooks,  on  be.st  gut.  .5d.  dozen;  best  hooks  on  fine 
gut,  Cd.  dozen ; best  hooks  on  finest  drawn  gut  (our  “ Cobweb  ”),  9d.  dozen ; best  hooks  on  best  hair, 
6d.  per  dozen. 

Specialities  in  Gut  Bottoms. — 1,  2,  or  3 yards.  Good  strong,  Id.  per  yard;  best  tapered, 
l^d.  per  yard ; finest  drawn  “ Cobweb,”  3d.  per  yard. 

Specialities  in  Flies  — Good  Trout  and  Dace,  Is.  dozen,  or  Is.  3d.  per  dozen  to  own  patterns; 
very  best  ditto  (split  wings),  2s.  dozen  (dressed  by  a crack  fiy  fisherman).  Agems  for  Ri.hardson's 
Patent  Flies,  with  r.  al  tcings — sure  killers  on  any  water,  3s.  dozen. 

Specialities  in  Traces,  Ledgers,  and  Paternosters.— Our  “Special  ” Steel  Wire,  six 
times  the  strength  of  gut.  Enormously  strong,  very  durable,  9d.  and  Is.  each. 

Worms  and  Gentles  kept  in  stock.  City  Agents  for  the  “ Welsh  Harp"  Fishery,  Hendon. 

HENRY  RICHARDSON  & CO.,  “Ye  Pluckie  Perche,” 

TV,  FIUSBXJRY  JF'A'VTEIVIEI'i’X',  X.  ON  DON. 

We  are  the  nearest  Tackle  Makers  to  Liverpool  Street,  Moorgate  Street,  and  Broad  Street  Stations. 


ACCIDENTS  OF  TRAVEL 

AND  ALL  OTHER  ACCIDENTS,  INSURED  AGAINST  BY 

THE  RAILWAY  PASSENGERS’  ASSURANCE  COMPANY, 

THE  OLDEST  AND  LARGEST  COMPANY  PROVIDING  FOB 

ACCIDENTS  OE  ALL  KINDS, 

64,  CORNHILL,  LOWDON.  rv'iAr^"!-- 


RAMSBOTTOM 

All  the  Latest  Improvements  in  Fishing  Tackle. 
R.  RADUSBOTTOM,  si,  market  ST.,  MANCHESTER. 

Telegraphic  Address,  “PISCATOE,”  MANCHESTER 

Write  for  GUT  Report  and  Price  List  “GRATIS.” 

GUT  IMPORTER 


28,  WINCflCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM, 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing 
Tackle.  Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 

JAMES  OGDEN'S  CELEBRATED  MULTUM-IN-PARVO 

FLY  RODS,  £1  Is. 


Every  description  of  Saimon  and  Tront  Fiies  Dressed  on  the  Premises,  and  despatched  per  retnrn  of  post. 

N.B.— No  Connection  with  any  other  Persons  assuming  the 

same  Name. 


108 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


[July  29,  1893 


STATIONS  AVAILABLE  TO  ANGLERS  BY  PRIVILEGE  TICKETS  ON  THE  GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 


Althoene  (Crouch),  Essex,  36;  3s. 

Aedleigh  (Stour),  Essex,  56  ; 4s.  3d. 

Attdlet  End  (Cam),  Essex,  44  ; 3s.  6Jd. 
Battlesbiudqe  (Crouch),  Essex,  29;  2s.  4Jd. 
Billeeicat  (Chelmer),  Essex,  26  ; 2s. 

Bishop’s  Stoetfoed  (Stort),  Herts,  33;  2s.  7d. 
Blake  Hall  (Boding),  Essex,  21;  Is.  9jd. 
Bbainteee  (Blackwater),  Essex,  45;  3s.  lOd. 
Braughinq  (Bib),  Herts,  30J  ; 2s.  7Jd. 
Beoxbouene  (Lea),  Herts,  17j  : Is.  6d. 
Bdntingpoed  (Bib),  Herts,  33f;  2s.  lid. 

Bdees  (Stour),  Suffolk,  54;  4s.  6Jd. 
Bdenham-on-Ceoijch  (Crouch),  Essex,  39;  3s.  3d. 
Bdent  Mill  (Stort),  Essex,  25;  Is.  lljd. 

Castle  Hedingham  (Colne),  Essex,  56t;  4s.  lljd. 
Ch APPEL  (Colne),  Essex,  50j:  4s.  2Jd. 

Chelmsford  (Chelmer),  Essex,  29j;  2s.  6Jd. 
Cheshdnt  (Lea),  Herts,  14j  ; Is.  2d. 

Chigwell  Lane  (Boding),  Essex,  13^  ; Is.  IJd. 
Colne  (Colne),  Essex,  57J  ; 4s.  6d. 

Ceomee,  Norfolk,  1.39  ; lOs. 

Eluenham  (Cam),  Essex,  38:  3s.  O^d. 


Bltmtisham 

(Ouse),  Hunts,  74  via  Camhs 
and  St.  Ives  ; 84|  via 
. Ely  ; (Is.  2d. 

Bottisham 

(Camhs),  61f  ; 5s.  2d. 

Brandon 

(Little  Ouse),  Suffolk,  86j  ; 
7fi.  2id. 

Burnt  Fen 

(Little  Ouse),  Suffolk,  77i  ; 
6s.  5Jd. 

Clare 

(Stour),  Suffolk,  62  via 
Audley  End,  68  via  Mark’s 
Tey,  81  via  Camhs  ; 5s.  2d. 

Colcliester 

(Colne),  Essex,  51f ; 4s.  4d. 


Downham 

(Ouse),  Norfolk, 
7s.  2Jd. 

Earith  Bridge 
(Ouse),  Hunts, 
Camhs : 821 

(id.  4^d. 

Ely 

(Ouse),  Camhs,  70J- 


Enfield  Lock  (Lea),  Middlesex,  12  ; Is. 

Epping  (Boding),  Essex,  17  ; Is.  h^d. 

Fambridge  (Crouch),  Essex,  35:  2s.  lOd. 

Great  Chesteeford  (Cam),  Essex,  48  ; 3s.  10|d. 
Gunton  (Ant  and  Broads),  Norfolk,  138  ; lOs. 
Hadham  (Ash),  Herts,  25i  : 2s.  3i. 

Halstead  (Colne),  Essex,  62h  : 4s.'  8Jd. 

Harlow  (Stort),  Essex,  26j ; 2s.  IJd. 

Hatfield  Peveeil  (Chelmer),  Essex,  .36;  3s.  Id. 
Hertford  (Lea),  Herts,  24j  ; 2s.  6d. 

Hunstanton,  Norfolk,  114J  ; 9s.  6d. 

Kelvedon  (Blackwater),  Essex,  42J  ; 3s.  7d. 
Loughton  (Boding),  Essex,  12  ; Is.  OJd. 
Lowestoft  (for  Waveney),  Suffolk,  117|;  10s. 
Maldon,  East  (Blackwateri,  Essex,  44  ; 3s.  3Jd. 
Maldon,  West  (Black-water),  Essex,  3s.  2d. 
Manningteee  (Stour),  Essex,  -59  ; 5s.  O^d. 
Mardocks  (Ash),  Herts,  23  ; 2s. 

Mark’s  Tbt  (Colne),  Essex,  47  ; 3s.  lljd. 
Newport  (Cam),  Essex,  42J  ; 3s.  5d. 

North  Walsham  (Ant),  Norfolk,  134  ; lOs. 
North  Weald  (Boding),  Essex,  19| ; Is.  8d. 


Ongar  (Boding),  Essex,  22  ; Is.  lljd. 

Ponder’s  End  (Lea),  Middlesex,  10;  9d. 

Boydon  (Stort),  Essex,  22j  ; Is.  9d. 

Bye  House  (Lea),  Herts,  19  ; Is.  8d. 

Sawbridgeworth  (Stort),  Herts,  29  ; 2s.  3W. 
Shelford  (Cam),  Camhs,  55  ; 4s.  5Jd. 

Shenfield  (Chelmer),  Essex,  20j  ; Is.  8d. 
S0UTH.MINSTER,  Essex,  40  ; 3s.  4d. 

Standon  (Bib),  Herts,  29j  ; 2s.  61d. 

Stanstead  (Stort),  Essex,  33;  2s.  lOd. 

St.  Margaret’s  (Lea),  Herts,  20j  ; Is.  9d. 

Thetdon  Bois  (Boding),  Essex,  16,  Is.  3^d. 

Waltham  Cross  (Lea),  Essex,  13  ; Is.  Id. 

Ware  (Lea),  Herts,  22i  ; Is.  lid. 

West  Mill  (Bib),  Herts,  32i;  2s.  9id. 

Whittlesford  (Cam),  Camhs,  49  ; 4s.  2d. 

WiCKFORD  (Crouch),  Essex,  26;  2s.  2d. 

WiDFORD  (Ash),  Herts,  24  ; 2s.  Id. 

WiTHAM  (Blackwater),  Essex,  39;  3s.  3jd. 

WooDHAM  Ferris  (Crouch),  Essex,  31 ; 2s.  7d. 
Wroxham  (Bui’e  and  Broads),  Norfolk,  122j ; 10s. 
Yarmouth,  10s. 


Hilgay  Fen 
(Ouse),  Norfolk,  83t 


Lakenheath 
(Little  Ouse), 
6s.  lOid. 


Littleport 

(Ouse),  Camhs,  76;  6s.  4d. 

Long  Melford 
(Stour),  Suffolk,  Oli- 
Mark’s  Tey ; 68J 

Audley  End ; 5s.  IJd. 


March 

(Nen  and  Fen  Drains), 
Camhs,  86  via  Ely ; 89j 
via.  Camhs  ; 7s.  2d, 

Mildenhall 

(Lark),  Suffolk,  76| ; 6d.  4^d. 

St.  Ives 

(Ouse) , Hunts,  70| ; 5s.  lOjd. 


Sudbury 

(Stour),  Suffolk, 
4s.  lOld. 


Waterbeach 

(Cam*^,  Camhs,  61 ; 5s.  Id. 


Suffolk,  821- 
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the  strong  wind  prevented  the  boat  being  moored  in  the 
deepest  water.  Curiously  enough,  a jack,  weighing  lilb., 
seized  the  paste  and  was  landed,  being  caught  with  a 
tight  line  on  a roach  rod. 

Ouse  (Great  Paxton,  St.  Neots). — Good  bags  of 
fish  are  still  made  hero.  The  bream  have  now  got  into 
fine  condition.  On  July  22  Mr.  Norton,  of  Walham 
Green,  had  a fine  take  of  golden  carp  bream  ; some  very 
fine  roach  were  caught  here.  We  never  saw  the  roach 
in  finer  condition. — William  Ouckek. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — Very  good  takes  of  bream  this 
last  week,  Mr.  Anstiji,  the  naturalist,  among  his  little 
lot  having  five  fish  weighing  ICiilb.  Mr.  Kibble  also 
had  a decent  lot.  A jack  taken  last  week  was  over 
1 yard  long,  and  if  taken  in  the  season  would  have  gone 
201b.  at  least,  but  was  awfully  poor,  and  only  went  121b. 
Water  in  splendid  order. — A.  Scabd. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury). — There  has  been  a good 
quantity  of  Vyrnwy  water  in  the  river  during  the  last 
week  or  tvro,  and,  as  is  invariably  the  case  under  these 
circumstances,  the  fish  have  not  been  taking  well.  The 
streams,  however,  are  now  clearing  nicely,  and  fly-fish- 
ing should  again  become  practicable  and  profitable.  One 
or  two  large  jack  have  been  taken  recently,  and  many 
chub.  A Red  Palmer  or  large  black  hackled  fly  will 
be  found  of  service  in  fly-fishing  for  chub,  and  under  the 
willows  they  may  be  found  in  large  numbers.  Mr. 
Sturgiss’  bailiff  has  recently  cleared  the  river  of  a 
number  of  pike  and  chub  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ford 
by  means  of  the  bush  net. — Piscatob. 

Stour  (Bures). — Several  heavy  showers  of  rain  have 
fallen  in  this  district  during  the  past  week,  and  fishing 
has  much  improved,  but  still  the  fish  are  not  well  on  the 
feed.  The  largest  bream  I have  seen  taken  was  about 
21b.  On  Wednesday  evening  Master  E.  Cousins,  fishing 
in  the  village,  took  a nice  roach  of  lib.  6oz.  White 
paste  coloured,  with  ground  bait  or  gentles,  are  still  the 
best  killing  bait  for  roach,  while  a brandling  or  marsh 
worm  are  best  for  bream. — W.  BAiNBBiDaE. 

Sussex  Silvers. — The  majority  of  angling  resorts 
are  now  in  excellent  order,  and  fish  are  feeding  freely. 
The  Arun,  at  almost  every  point  from  the  Black  Rabbit 
to  Billingshurst,  has  yielded  excellent  sport.  Bream 
up  to  3|lb.  and  roach  weighing  21b.  have  been  taken 
during  the  week.  From  the  Rother  good  takes  of 
bream  and  roach  are  notified  me.  Among  181b.  of  fish 
taken  between  Selham  and  Midhurst,  was  a small  pike, 
a perch  of  2§lb.,  and  a well-conditioned  trout  of  l^lb. 
Several  good  roach  and  chub  are  reported  from  the 
Ouse  above  Barcombe.  Chub  up  to  2Jlb.  and  roach  to 
11b.  5oz.  A pike  of  61b.  was  taken  on  roach  tackle, 
but  with  running  gear,  having  snapped  a small  roach  as 
it  was  being  landed.  Dace  and  roach,  with  flat  fish, 
have  given  sport  on  the  Adur.  The  basin  at  Chichester 
Canal  has  been  well  patronised. — Geoeqe  F.  Salteb. 

Taw  (NortR  Devon). — Some  nice  catches  of  trout 
are  reported,  three  and  even  four  dozen  a day  in  the  big 
waters.  One  gentleman  got  six  peal,  another  five,  one 
day.  The  waters  have  risen,  and  the  fields  are  all  green 
again.  Some  youngsters  have  taken  a nice  catch  or 
two — one  to  two  dozen  trout — besides  filling  their 
baskets  with  mushrooms.  Another  of  those  sharp 
practices  of  catching  the  owner’s  son  for  fishing  without 
the  2s.  6d.  licence  was  before  the  magistrates  last  week, 
and,  although  the  gentleman  was  fishing  his  own  water, 
which  was  private,  they  summoned  him.  — Rusty 
Game. 

Tees. — After  the  copious  rain  of  last  week  the  Tees 
became  flooded  for  the  first  time  this  season,  and  the 
long-wished-for  worm  water  was  the  result.  Good  hauls 
of  trout  have  been  made  in  the  upper  reaches,  and 
anglers  from  a distance  are  nbw  visiting  the  river  in 
round  numbers. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire). — Thanks  to  the 
recent  rainfall,  the  river  is  now  in  good  order  for  fishing, 
and  a few  nice  catches  of  trout  have  been  made  during 
the  past  week,  although  rather  below  the  average  of  the 
previous  week.  With  the  next  flood,  we  hope  to  have  a 
run  of  salmon  to  the  upper  waters. — H. 

Teme  (Knighton). — The  Teme  in  this  part  continues 
to  run  low  and  clear,  and  rain  is  now  wanted  to  refresh 
the  river.  Several  sharp  showers  have  been  had,  which 
have  done  a little  good.  Fishing  is  very  quiet.  The 
fish  move  a little  in  the  evening,  but  no  sport  has  been 
had.  Wasp  grub  fishing  has  been  tried  with  little 
success. — R.  Knighton. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  low  and  clear.  The  fish  have  been  rising  better 
in  the  evening.  The  best  flies  are  the  Wickham’s  Fancy, 
Hare’s  Ear,  Silver  Twisted  Blue,  Coachman,  Moths,  and 
Black  and  Orange  Palmer.  Minnow  fishing  has  been 
good  in  the  early  morning.  Wasp  grub  fishing  ha.s  been 
good.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  H.  W.  Brookes  tried  the  water 
below  Ludford,  and  with  the  Wickham  landed  eight 
good  trout.  Near  Ashford  several  very  nice  fish  were 
taken  with  the  wasp  grub.  Under  Whitcliffe  some  good 
roach  and  eels  were  landed  with  wasp  grub.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  low  and  clear.  Rain 
has  improved  the  Corve  a little,  and  there  has  been  more 
sport.  Wasp  grub  fishing  has  been  good.  On  Tuesday 
several  good  trout  were  landed.  Sport  in  the  Ledwyche 
better. — T.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  district  the  water  is  very 
low  and  clear,  but  in  fair  order  for  angling.  Grayling 
are  moving  well  at  the  fly.  Wasp  grub  fishing  has  been 
good  in  the  evening.  The'Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are 
all  low  and  clear,  and  sport  quiet. — Woecestee. 

Torridg’e  (Torrington). — River  now  in  order  for 
fly-fishing.  Since  last  week’s  report  a quantity  of  fish 
has  been  caught ; one  local  fisherman  took  381b.  of  eels 
in  one  day,  another  took  301b.  of  flounders.  My  son, 
home  for  his  holidays,  took  thirty-two  trout  and  eight 
dace  one  day,  and  thirteen  trout  the  day  following ; and 


others  have  had  some  good  catches.  — Peac'tical 
Angi.ek. 

Trent  (Newark). — The  Trent  is  running  in  admir- 
able condition  for  all-round  angling,  and  bottom  fisher- 
men are  meeting  with  fair  success.  Prom  the  Gully  at 
Averham  weirs  and  close  to  the  town  barbel  have  been 
taken  with  greaves,  and  from  the  Corporation  water 
worms  have  been  the  popular  lure.  The  bulk  of  the  flsh 
run  small,  but  few  over  31b.,  though  good  fish  abound  in 
all  the  swims.  Roach  are  in  excellent  condition,  and  are 
taking  white  paste  and  gentles,  the  latter  bait  being 
most  killing  for  dace.  Chub  take  wasp  grub  and  greaves, 
and  bream  worms.  A lot*of  eels  have  been  taken  by  the 
bai'bel  fishermen,  to  whom  the  flannel  weed  still  con- 
tinues a source  of  annoyance. — Trentsideb. 

Witham,  &c.  (Slid  Lincoln). — Lively  and  pleasant 
times  are  reported  along  the  Witham.  Anglers  are  now 
getting  among  the  bream,  and  some  good  fish  are  cap- 
tured. Several  pike  have  been  caught  ledgering  near  to 
Kirkstead.  Perch  are  being  caught  in  the  Barlings. 
There  have  been  some  excellent  bream  brought  from 
Brayford  pool. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). —The  past  week 
will  rank  as  one  of  the  worst  for  sport  with  the  fly 
during  the  season.  The  condition  of  the  Derwent  has 
been  favourable  for  the  fly  fishermen,  but  both  trout 
and  grayling  have  been  very  sulky,  having  scarcely  risen 
at  all,  and  when  they  have  condescended  to  come  to  the 
surface,  have  been  taking  a small  midge,  so  that  nothing 
could  be  done  with  them.  So  far  as  I am  able  to  gather, 
not  a single  decent  lot  has  been  taken  on  any  of  the 
public  lengths  with  the  fly,  and  I fear  no  improvement 
in  sport  must  he  looked  for  until  the  weather  becomes 
more  settled. — Dotterel. 

Yare  (Norwicb). — Reports  received  by  me  vary  very 
much.  Sport  at  Buckenham  and  Brundall  is  very  good. 
Near  Norwich  some  fine  bream,  up  to  nearly  41b.,  have 
been  caught.  At  Brundall  a good  catch  of  4st.  of  roach 
was  had  by  the  landlord  of  the  Shuttles,  Heigham,  and 
the  fish  have  been  on  show  to-day  (Thursday).  On  the 
Bure  good  fishing  is  now  being  obtained,  the  recent  rain 
having  put  the  stream  in  fine  condition.  On  Saturday 
last  Mr.  Blake  landed  some  fine  roach,  the  heaviest 
weighing  11b.  lloz.,  and  several  scaling  Ijlb.  The  St. 
Andrews  Angling  Club  held  their  annual  match  at  Acle 
last  week,  and  thirty  competitors  fished.  The  first  six 
prize-takers  were — 1,  T.  Plumbly  ; 2,  S.  H.  Bussell  ; 3, 
A.  J.  Morris;  4,  J.  Keymer;  5,  T.  Smith;  6,  B B. 
Morgan.  Prospects  are  now  very  good  in  all  parts  of 
our  district.  Prom  Stalham,  which  is  in  connection 
with  Barton  Broad,  Alma  Nichols  writes  me  that  he 
was  out  with  Dr.  Birt  last  week,  and  had  a fine  take 
of  rudd,  some  weighing  21b.  On  Friday  he  was  out 
with  Mr.  J.  Pratley,  and  took  again  some  large  rudd 
and  perch.  On  Saturday,  whilst  out  with  Dr.  Walker 
and  Dr.  Moton,  a fine  lot  of  bream,  up  to  31b.,  were 
caught,  also  a tench  of  3jlb. — Robert  Mole. 

Yore,  Wharfe,  and  Nidd. — These  are  all  in  capital 
order  at  present,  the  floods  of  last  week  having  stirred 
the  fish  up  apparently.  Mr.  Riley  Fortune,  president  of 
the  Harrogate  Club,  has  done  very  well  on  the  Nidd. 
On  the  Costa  the  grayling  have  risen  very  freely.  Crim- 
son Partridge  and  Fog  Black  being  the  best  flies.  I 
killed  sixteen  good  fish  on  the  Yore  last  Monday,  near 
Aysgarth,  with  natural  minnow  on  “Ariel”  tackle.  I 
ran  at  least  thirty  more,  but  the  fish  came  very  “ short,” 
probably  owing  to  thunder  hanging  about.  More  rain 
impending. — Francis  M.  AValbran. 

Scotch  Reports. 

AltHacealgacK  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— The  weather  has  been  so  very  unpropitious  that  sport 
has  fallen  off,  but  an  all-round  improvement  has  now 
taken  place.  The  sport  obtained  on  Lochs  Bourlan, 
Urigil,  Veyatie,  and  other  waters  has  been  somewhat  as 
follows  : On  Tuesday,  Rev.  Canon  Snill  and  Mr.  Wigram, 
eleven  trout ; Messrs.  Beith  and  Millar,  twelve  ; Messrs. 
Whyte,  twenty ; Messrs.  Gill,  twenty ; Gen.  Ranken, 
eleven;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Underhill,  twenty  trout;  Mrs. 
Wigram  and  Mr.  Wigram,  jun.,  fourteen  trout;  and 
Messrs.  Hull,  twenty-six.  On  AVednesday,  Messrs. 
Hall,  twenty-nine  trout ; Gen.  Ranken,  twenty-eight  ; 
and  Mr.  Gill,  twenty-two.  On  Thursday,  the  best 
baskets  were  by  Messrs.  Hall,  Messrs.  Beith  and  Millar, 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Underhill,  Gen.  Ranken,  and  Mr.  Gill.  On 
Friday  boats  were  all  blown  off  lochs ; best  baskets, 
Messrs.  Hall,  thirt.v-eight  trout,  and  Gen.  Ranken, 
twenty-four.  Saturday,  very  stormy,  but  Messrs.  Hall 
got  thirty  thirty-seven  trout.  On  Monday,  this  week, 
Messrs.  Beith  and  Millar,  twenty- five  trout  ; Messrs. 
Hall,  forty;  and  Gen.  Ranken,  along  with  Mr.  Gill, 
forty-eight. — McB. 

Altuaharra  Hotel  Waters.— July  19,  on  Loch 
Naver,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stitt,  seventeen  trout,  5^1b.  ; 
Mr.  Somervill,  two  sea  trout  and  ten  trout,  6Jlb.  20th, 
on  Loch  Naver,  Mr.  White,  one  sea  trout  and  seven 
trout,  4Jlb.  ; on  Loch  Halam,  Messrs.  Stitt  and  Somer- 
ville, thirty-nine  trout,  20ilb.  21st,  on  River  Mudale, 
Mr.  R.  McDonald,  one  salmon,  61b.  22nd,  on  Loch 
Meaddie,  Mr.  Stitt,  forty-five  trout,  9|lb.  ; Mr.  Somer- 
ville, thirty-seven  trout,  VJlb.  24th,  on  Loch  Naver,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Stitt,  four  sea  trout,  61b.,  seven  trout  3|lb. 
25th,  on  Loch  Naver,  Mr.  AVhite,  one  sea  trout,  21b.,  ten 
trout  41b.  ; Mr.  Deans,  two  ferox,  21b.,  31b.,  seventeen 
trout  61b. — W.  Muneo. 

Border  Bsk. — The  water  still  continues  very  low. 
The  pools  are  well  stocked  with  fish  ; but,  as  there  has 
not  been  a single  good  flood  this  season,  the  bottom  of 
the  river  is  very  foul.  In  the  water  below  Langholm 
some  good  sea  trout  have  been  taken.  Anglers  have 
also  had  fair  baskets  below  Langholm,  but  in  the 
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reaches  above  the  “ muckle  toon  ” little  has  been  done. 
A number  of  whiting  have  been  caught  in  the  Lhidle 
close  to  Penton  Bridge.  Some  of  the  pools  in  the 
district  are  very  deep,  and  can  be  fished  at  all  times. 
Reports  from  Longtown  and  Metal  Bridge  districts  are 
very  meagre,  and,  although  rain  has  been  falling  at 
intervals,  the  waters  are  not  moving. — W.  A. 

Carron  (Baster  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.E).— River 
still  in  bad  order,  but  now  improving  and  fish  running. 
Last  week  Mr.  AV.  Allis-Smith  landed  four  grilse, 
averaging  41b.  each,  and  a salmon  of  101b.  On  Saturday 
Mr.  W.  E.  AV.  Strickland  got  seven  sea  trout  weighing 
101b.  in  all.  On  Monday  this  week,  Mr.  Strickland,  a 
grilse  of  71b.,  besides  several  nice  trout. — McE. 

Dalmellington  (Eglinton  Hotel).  — Out  from 
this  hotel  on  23rd  inst..  Councillor  Meikle,  Ayr,  and 
party  fished  Loch  Finlas  and  got  thirty-six  trout; 
heaviest  trout  13oz. — Jas.  Macdonald. 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire).— Many  hundreds  of  fish  got 
over  the  Linn  falls  of  the  Dee  last  week  and  into  the 
most  inland  feeders.  This  portends  an  early  spawning 
season.  The  water  has  been  “ink  black”  during  the 
past  week.  On  the  Braemar  and  Balmoral  reaches  some 
red  fish  have  been  landed.  On  the  Ballater  section  Mr. 
McGregor’s  guests  had  three  salmon  scaling  from  61b.  to 
121b.  and  one  or  two  grilse.  On  the  Glen  Tana  reaches 
Sir  Wm.  Brooks  landed  two  grilse  and  several  salmon. — 
Deesideb. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — Since  the  new  entrance  to 
this  river — cut  through  the  bar — was  made  there  has 
been  a splendid  run  of  fish,  and  the  lower  pools  were 
fairly  well  stocked.  Little  or  nothing  has  been  done  by 
the  rod.  On  the  tidal  water  and  at  other  points  of  the 
river  trout  fishing  proved  very  poor. — H.  AV. 

Dunbeath. — Recent  rains  have  put  this  river  in 
excellent  ply.  Mr.  Bruce,  the  Castle,  had  eight  sea 
trout  and  twenty-five  yellow  trout.  One  of  the  sea 
trout  weighed  3jlb.,  and  the  total  weight  was  151b.  On 
Friday  he  had  two  sea  trout  and  eighteen  yellow  trout, 
total  weight  61b.  ; Mr.  Alex.  Sutherland,  Edinburgh,  on 
the  lower  beat,  had  a grilse  of  2ilb.  and  several  sea  and 
yellow  trout,  totalling  91b. — A.  P. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).  — For  a week  past  we 
have  had  more  or  less  rain.  The  abnormal  success 
which  attended  the  netsmen  during  the  season  must 
have  told  heavily  on  the  numbers,  and  it  is  possible 
there  will  not  be  much  of  a run  before  autumn.  The 
burns  in  the  neighbourhood  are  giving  good  sport  with 
brown  trout.  A few  finnocks  are  being  got  late  at  night 
on  the  river,  but  sea  trout,  like  grilse  and  salmon,  are 
not  on  the  run.  Loch  fishing  has  been  good  during  the 
week. — S.  C. 

Inverness-sliire  Waters  (N.E.).— Rivers  and  lochs 
are  now  in  full  flood.  Loch  Knookie  is  yielding 
excellent  sport  to  anglers  staying  at  AVhitebridge  Inn. 
Mr.  Mellor,  Post  Office,  Port  Augustus,  still  continues 
to  get  good  sport  both  with  pike  and  trout.  He  had  a 
try  on  the  Oich  for  grilse,  but  was  unsuccesssul.  He 
only  saw  one,  and  it  rose  short.  I am  a little  disappointed 
at  Loch  Garry,  considering  the  height  of  the  water,  that 
better  sport  is  not  got-  There  are  very  few  anglers  at 
Fort  Augustus  at  present.  Mr.  Godman  is  having  good 
sport  with  grilse  on  the  Ness. — Heron. 

Lairg  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg.  N.B.).— AVeather 
conditions  last  week  were  most  unfavourable  for 
angling.  The  following  were  among  the  most  success- 
ful; Captain  Drake,  Caiitain  Deans,  A. D.C.,  Captain 
Henderson.  Messrs.  AVightman,  Copeland,  Cummings, 
Alcridge,  P.  H.  AVhyte,  and  Mullins.— J.  Y. 

Lochawe. — The  following  are  the  takes  by  gentlemen 
out  from  the  Taycreggan  Hotel  on  Monday  ; Mr.  Spink, 
Edinburgh,  one  salmon,  141b.  ; Mr.  Dynon,  Glasgow, 
twenty  trout,  61b.,  on  Loch  Nant. — A.  Munro. 

Lochinver  and  Gulag  Hotels’  Waters  (Locn- 
inver,  N.B.). — The  Inver  and  Kirkaig  rivers  were  in 
full  flood  with  the  recent  heavy  rainfall,  and  are  now  in 
capital  ply.  Good  sport  has  been  obtained  by  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  : Colonel  Boothby,  Messrs.  McKay,  Minet, 
Sidney  A’Court,  Dickson,  G.  AV.  AVaters,  and  J.  Boberts- 
Thomson. — J.  Y. 

Lochleven  (Kinross). — The  atmospheric  conditions 
being  most  unfavourable,  few  anglers  have  been  out, 
and  creels  have  been  rather  light.  Perch  fishing  has  been 
very  successful — a party  of  four,  fishing  from  a boat, 
securing  2.501b.  in  four  hours  and  a half.  In  consequence 
of  perch  becoming  somewhat  scarce  a few  years  ago  the 
netting  was  discontinued,  and  they  are  now  rapidly 
increasing  in  numbers. — Robt.  B.  Laing. 

Locli  Rannoch.. — The  following  sport  was  obtained 
by  anglers  from  Dunalastair  Hotel : July  18th,  Mr.  Wor- 
mald  and  Col.  the  Hon.  G.  Napier,  on  loch,  121  trout. 
July  19,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickinson,  Liverpool,  on  loch, 
thirteen  trout ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herbert,  London,  six 
trout;  Mr.  Pinkerton,  Totnes,  ten  trout;  the]  Rev. 
A.  A.  and  Major  Knollys,  seven  trout.  July  20,  Mr. 
Nash,  Liverpool,  on  loch,  twenty-six  trout ; Mr.  Pinker- 
ton, fifteen  trout ; the  Rev.  A.  A.  Knollys  and  Major 
Knollys,  Dorking,  ten  trout.  July  21,  Mr.  Nash,  on 
loch,  fourteen  trout  and  one  Salmo  ferox,  weighing  (jj-lb. 
which  gave  excellent  sport ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickinson, 
thirteen  trout ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herbert,  ten  trout ; the 
Rev.  A.  A.  Knollys  and  Major  Knollys,  ten  trout. 
July  22,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickinson,  on  loch,  fifteen  trout; 
Mr.  and  Miss  Carrie  Nash,  nineteen  trout ; Mr.  Pinkerton 
eighteen  trout  ; Rev.  A.  A.  Knollys  and  Major  Knollys, 
on  river,  ten  trout.  July  24,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herbert,  on 
loch,  ten  trout ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickinson,  eight  trout ; 
Mr.  and  Miss  Nash,  eight  trout ; Mr.  AVm.  (Knollys, 
London,  and  Mrs.  Archibald  Knollys,  Dorking,  two 
trout.  July  25,  Mr.  Nash  and  Dr.  Hamilton,  Liverpool, 
on  loch,  nine  trout ; Mr  and  Mrs.  Dickinson,  fifteen 
trout;  Mr.  Wm.  Knollys  on  river,  three  trout,  one 
weighing  over  21b. 
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]^ocli  Ilnard  (Caithness). — Mr.  Alex.  Sutherland, 
E(iinlmrg:h,  had  some  good  trout  fishing  on  this  loeh  last 
week.  He  found  the  Grey  Spider  and  the  Red  Spider 
most  effectual.  His  basket  was  nearly  91b.  ; the  heaviest 
fifih  scaled  Ijlb. — A.  P. 

Meivich  Hotel  (Sutherlandshire). — On  Friday, 

Mr.  Williams  had  a grilse,  51b.,  and  a sea  trout,  31b.,  on 
the  Halladale  : Mr.  Evans  had  a large  basket  of  trout, 
including  a few  nice  sea  trout.  On  Saturday,  Dr.  Percy 
Kidd  had  a 51b.  grilse,  and  Messrs.  Crossleyand  Kenyon 
a basket  of  trout.  On  Monday,  Dr.  Crossleyand  Mr. 
Kenyon  had  seventeen  trout.  Sea  fishing  gives  splendid 
sport.  Mr.  Evans,  on  Monday  evening,  had  six  lythe, 
heaviest  101b.' — A.  M. 

M’aver  (Bettyhill,  Sutherland). — On  Thursday, 

Mr.  Wormald  landed  a 41b.  sea  trout.  On  Friday. 
Major  Burnell,  one  sea  trout,  31b.,  one  grilse,  41b.,  and 
a salmon  of  91b.  ; another  91b.  salmon  wai  caught  by 
Mr.  Percy  Wormald  on  beat  No.  2.  On  Saturday,  Lieut. 
Grosvenor,  landed  a 101b.  salmon  on  beat  No.  4;  and 
Major  Burnell,  one  on  No.  1.  On  Monday  this  week 
Mr.  Wormald  had  a fine  grilse  weighing  71b.  on 
beat  No.  4 ; and  Lieut.  Grosvenor,  a salmon  of  121b.  on 
beat  No.  5.  Excellent  sport  in  sea  trout  angling  is 
being  got  on  the  tidal  waters.  On  Friday  Colour- 
Sergt.  Lhn  Mackay  landed  forty-seven  trout.— McB. 

Hess,  Inverness. — The  recent  rains  have  improved 
the  condition  of  the  river,  and  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea 
trout  are  ascending  in  large  numbers.  If  the  water 
keeps  as  at  present  the  prospects  are  good  for  the  next 
fortnight.  Sea  trout  and  finnocks  are  very  plentiful  on 
the  lower  water,  and  some  nice  baskets  have  been  made 
during  the  week  at  the  netting  stations  : the  catches  on 
the  whole  have  been  satisfactory. — D.  Watson. 

Overscaig'  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.)— 
State  of  weather  and  water  so  adverse  since  last  re- 
ported that  sport  has  been  comparatively  poor,  but 
matters  are  now  improving.  The  principal  takes  during 
the  pa:-t  week  were  as  follows:  On  Tuesday,  Messrs. 
Robson  and  Young,  131b.  trout ; Mr.  Mullins,  on  Mid 
Shin,  one  fero.i  of  91b.  ; and  Mr.  Dudley,  York,  sixteen 
nice  trout,  on  Loch  Grian.  On  Thursday  Messrs. 
Robson  and  Young  had  fifty-six  trout.  On  Friday 
Messrs.  Kaye  had  twenty-four  trout ; Messrs.  Robson 
and  Young,  eighteen.  8Jlb. ; and  Messrs.  Worsley  and 
Taylor  eight  sea  trout.  On  Monday  this  week  Mr. 
Worsley  Taylor,  Q.C.,  one  salmon,  81b.  ; and  Mrs. 
Archibald  eight  sea  trout.  Loch  More  and  river  are 
SLOW  (Wednesday)  in  excellent  order. — McB. 

HamiocK,  N.B.  (Bunrannoch  Hotel).— The 

following  sport  was  obtained  by  anglers  staying  at  Bun- 
rannoch Hotel  on  Loch  Rannoch : Wednesday,  July  19, 
Messrs.  A.  F.  and  S.  Beaty,  Manchester,  had  a good 
basket  of  trout,  one  weighing  31b. ; Thur.sday,  July  20, 
a very  unfavourable  day  for  anglers  ; Friday,  July  21, 
Messrs.  Beaty,  Manchester,  sixteen  trout  on  the  loch  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hadden,  Aberdeen,  twelve  trout ; Satur- 
day, July  22,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hadden,  Aberdeen,  eight 
trout  on  the  loch  ; Mr.  Trollope  and  Mr.  Hare,  London, 
twenty-eight  trout;  Monday,  July  24,  Mr.  Linds, 
Brighton,  twenty-four  trout;  Messrs.  Beaty,  Man- 
chester, thirty  trout;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hadden,  Aberdeen, 
fifteen  trout ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rankins,  Liverpool,  eleven 
trout  ; Tuesday,  July  20,  Messrs.  Beaty,  Manchester, 
twenty-seven  trout ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hadden,  Aberdeen, 
fourteen  trout. 

KMconich  Hotel.— July  18,  H.  F.  Kerr,  Esq., 
London,  Garbet  Beg,  two  sea  trout,  21b.  July  19,  H.  F. 
Kerr,  Esq.,  London,  Garbet  Beg,  three  sea  trout,  31b. ; 
three  grilse,  3ilh.  July  20,  H.  F.  Kerr,  Esq.,  London, 
Garbet  Beg,  one  salmon,  71b.  July  21,  H.  F.  Kerr,  Esq., 
London,  Garbet  Beg,  seven  sea  trout,  8Jlb.  ; one  salmon, 
fiflb.  July  22,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirby,  Coventry,  Garbet 
Beg,  two  sea  trout,  2jlb. ; five  grilse,  7Jlb.,  Gib.,  51b., 
4tlb.,  Vlb,  ; three  salmon,  81b.  H.  F.  Kerr,  Esq., 
Cfarbet  More,  two  sea  trout,  31b.  Mr.  and  Master  Cox, 
Dundee,  Skerrha,  twenty-three  trout,  one  sea  trout. 
July  24,  H.  F.  Kerr,  Esq.,  Garbet  Beg,  five  sea  trout, 
5Mb.;  one  grilse,  5.ilb.  Messrs.  Scott,  Dundee,  Garbet 
More’,  three  sea  trout,  41b.  Messrs.  Playfair  and  Scott, 
Dundee,  Loch  Hanla,  trout,  141b. ; four  sea  trout.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Kirby,  Coventry,  Skerrha,  one  sea  trout. — 
J-  S. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (Scourie  by  Lairg, 

H.B.).— Last  week  was  most  unfavourable  for  fishing, 
being  very  wet  and  windy.  Messrs.  Grant  and  Humm 
have  had  really  grand  sport.  Other  anglers  made  fair 
baskets. — J.  Y. 

SMn.— The  season  opened  on  the  upper  reaches  ot 
the  Shin  on  Wednesday,  this  week,  when  Major  Berkeley, 
on  Lord  Fitzhardinge’s  rod,  landed  two  salmon  weighing 
lljlb.  and  9|lb.  respectively.— J.  Y. 

SMn,  Inveran,  N.B. — On  Monday  last  week.  Lord 
Braybrooke,  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  Inveran,  fished 
lower  beats,  and  got  two  grilse,  4 Jib  and  61b.  on  Poll 
Caolag.  On  Wednesday,  his  lordship  grassed  a 41b. 
grilse,  and  a salmon  of  l(31b.  on  Big  Fall  Pool ; and  on 
Saturday  a salmon  of  14|lb.  on  Cromarty  Pool.  General 
Bell  was  also  out  on  Saturday,  and  got  a 151b.  salmon. 
<m  the  Meadow  Pool. — McB. 

South  of  Scotland.  — Angling  on  the  Border  rivers 
ha.s  not  been  so  good  this  week.  On  Friday  and  Satur- 
day the  rivers  were  in  fine  order  for  fly-fishing,  and 
favourable  south-west  winds  enhanced  the  chance 
of  herling  taking  the  fly.  Despite  the  favourable  con- 
ditions trout  refused  all  lures.— The  Annan.— Angling 
has  been  at  a discount  this  week  on  the  Annan  and  its 
tributaries.  Close  to  Annan,  and  especially  in  the  lower 
waters,  sport  has  been  better  than  in  the  higher  reaches. 
A few  herling  have  been  caught  in  the  tributaries. 
Night  fishing  is  not  giving  good  sport,  as  the  water  is 
not  clear  enough  for  night  after  the  past  flood  of  last 
week  end. — The  Ekk. — This  border  river  continues  low. 


but  fair  sport  has  been  had.  The  herling  and  sea-trout 
are  chiefly  caught  with  worm  bait  at  the  head  of  the 
pools.  Carlisle  anglers  finding  herling  very  scarce  in 
the  Eden,  have  turned  their  attention  to  the  Esk, 
and  a few  of  them  have  had  fine  sport.  — The 
Atrshiue  Lochs  and  Streams.— Sport  has  fallen 
off  considerably  during  the  last  fortnight.— Loch 
Finlas.— Several  anglers  have  been  out  from  the 
hotels  at  Dalmellington,  and  had  fair  catches  of  yellow 
trout.— The  Ayrshire  Rivers.— Sport  has  slightly 
improved  on  the  district  streams  with  fly.  On  the 
higher  waters  of  the  Ayr  a few  nice  trout  have  fallen  to 
the  rods.  On  the  Garnock  several  of  the  Kilbirnie 
anglers  have  done  not  so  far  amiss  among  brown  trout, 
chiefly  with  worm  and  minnow  lures.  Fair  catches 
have  also  been  made  with  fly. — The  Nith. — In  the 
waters  above  Dumfries  a good  many  herling  are  show- 
ing, but  have  not  been  “ taking.’’  In  the  Auldgirth  and 
Thornhill  portions  some  fair  baskets  have  been  caught. 
The  Sanquhar  waters  have  been  doing  very  little. — The 
Galloway  Rivers. — No  notable  sport  has  fallen  to 
rods  in  the  Fleet,  the  Urr,  or  the  Kirkcudbrightshire 
Dee.  Herling  are  pretty  plentiful  in  all  the  lower 
waters. — Heatheebell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Heavy  thunder  showers  have 
fallen  during  the  week,  but  sport  continues  a.s  backward 
as  ever.  On  the  Glcngrant  water.  Major  Grant  had 
two  grilse  and  Col.  Grant  one,  of  51b.  With  the  rise  in 
the  streams  several  good  baskets  of  trout  were  got. 

On  the  Fiddich  several  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  were 

got. — J.  M.  ^ iT  1 J 

Tongue  Hotel  Waters  (Tongue,  Sutherland, 
N.B.).— Sport  on  the  Hotel  waters  has  much  improved 
the  heavy  rainfall  putting  the  various  loohs  into  very 
o-ocd  ply.  The  most  notable  captures  were  made  by 
Messrs.  Ross,  Bourne,  Weldon,  Hardie,  Price,  and  Bell- 
borough.  Friday  and  Saturday  vcere  very  stormy.— 

J.  Y. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  &c.— These  rivers  are  still  running 
in  good  volume.  A good  flood  is  much  wanted.  Salmon 
are  as  scarce  as  ever,  and  very  few  are  known  to  be 
in  any  of  the  rivers.  The  takes  of  trout  being  got  at 
present  are  small  on  both  Tweed  and  Teviot,  the  best 
sport  being  now  secured  on  the  smaller  tributary 
streams  and  hill  burns.  On  the  Bowmont  a dish  of 
81b.  was  got  by  one  angler,  and  G.Vlb.  by  another,  while 
101b.  fell  to  the  share  of  a gentleman  on  the  Kale.  Two 
baskets  of  41b.  and  4.Jlb.  have  also  been  got  on  the  Eden 
near  Kelso  this  week;  and  on  Wednesday  one  of  41b. 
was  killed  on  the  same  stream  by  Mr.  Jas.  Wilson. 
On  the  Tweed  the  baskets  killed  have  ranged  from  31b. 
to  5ilb.,  and  on  the  sister  river,  Teviot,  the  weights  have 
been  much  the  same.  The  Tweed  net  salmon  fishings 
are  very  unsatisfactory  at  present.  The  weather  at 
present  is  mild  and  genial,  with  a rising  glass,  and  no 
appearance  of  rain. — Maxwheel. 

YtKan.— Sea-trout  are  very  plentiful  on  the  tidal 
reaches  of  the  Ythan.  Mr.  Williams,  sen.,  and  Mr. 
Williams,  jun.,  have  done  exceedingly  well  with  the 
trout.  The  accommodation  at  the  Udn.y  Arms  has  been 
recently  extended. — G.  M. 

Irish  Reports. 

Ballinderry. — This  stream  is  in  pretty  good  form, 
but  still  a trifle  low.  Mr.  Tom  Anderson  has  recently 
taken  a basket  of  twenty-seven  trout.  Salmon  are  now 
in  the  lower  reaches  next  Lough  Neagh,  but  none  have 
been  landed  on  the  rod  as  yet.  The  Red  Hackle  and 
Claret  shades  are  the  killing  trout-flies. 

Bann  (Toome). — Fishing  as  usual  here.  ^ Perch  and 
pike  fishing  fairly  good,  with  an  occasional  trout. 
Major  Bruce  killed  a few  nice  trout  the  other  night,  and 
Dr.  Edmondson,  Belfast,  secured  a fine  trout  on  Tuesday 
evening,  2Jlb.  Pollan  fishing  on  co.  Derry  shore  has 
been  good.  Salmon  have  been  scarce  at  Toome  salmon 
fishery  owing  to  lowness  of  water.  With  plenty  of  rain  we 
expect  large  takes,  as  there  are  plenty  of  fish  waiting  to 
come  up  at  main  water  fishery.  A few  fine  salmon  have 
been  taken. — F.G. 

Blackwater,  Benburh  (co.  Tyrone).— The  water 
is  the  colour  of  dark  beer,  and  I am  afraid  that  the 
flax-water  will  soon  darken  it  more.  Salmon  have  ar- 
rived in  these  pools,  some  up  to  181b. 

Lougli  Currane  CWaterville,  co.  Kerry).  — 
Sport  has  fallen  away  during  the  past  couple  of  days 
in  consequence  of  unfavourable  winds.  The  baskets 
obtained  during  the  week  varied  from  three  to  fifteen 
sea-trout,  with  an  average  of  about  six  brown  trout  to 
each  roL  No  salmon  have  been  got.  and  only  a few 
peal.  Salmon,  peal,  and  sea.-trout  are  ascending  in  good 
numbers  at  present.  The  best  flies  for  the  w'eek  were 
those  of  the  local  pattern.  Weather  very  changeable, 
and  prospects  of  sport  uncertain  for  the  next  few  days. 
— Thos.  j.  Dennehy. 

Lougli  reagh.. — This  lake  is  in  good  form  for 
angling.  On  Monday  evening  Mr.  Henry  Wilson  bagged 
a dozen  nice  trout ; Mr.  Putchell,  Q.C.,  had  a light  bag 
of  trout. 

Lougli  Neagli. — In  the  past  week  there  has  been  a 
decided  improvement  in  the  pollen  fisheries  on  the 
Tyrone  shores.  Salmon  are  now  running  the  lough 
eu  route  to  the  Maine,  Blackwater,  and  other  rivers. 
Scarcely  any  trout  are  being  taken.  The  fisher, 
Francis  Crozier,  who  was  fined  in  .£166  for  having  nearly 
4000  small  pollen  in  his  possession,  has  left  the  country. 
— J.  A.  B. 

Mourne  and  Strule  (Neurtonstewart,  co. 
Tyrone). — The  water  is  in  fair  trim,  and  sport  at  last 
has  got  fairly  under  way.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Charles 
P.  Gibbons,  English  gentleman,  stopping  in  the  Aber- 
corn  Arms,  killed  a very  nice  brown  trout  of  211b.,  and  a 


grilse  of  5Jlb.  B.  McAveny  killed  a brown  trout  of  3Jlb. 
same  day,  Mr  George  J.  H.  Fulton,  Abercorn  Arms,  is 
having  these  trout  photographed  for  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
P.  Methers  killed  a couple  ot  salmon  on  Saturday,  and 
Mr.  Parron,  on  Tuesday,  killed  a fine  fish,  L5ilb.,  and 
Mr  Gibbons  one  of  7Jlb. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  and  Lakes  (Ballina). — Owing  to  the  floods 
of  last  week,  and  the  continuous  rains,  the  river  has 
not  been  in  good  order  for  fly  during  the  past  week, 
although  a few  fish  were  got  by  each  of  the  rods  out. 
Amongst  the  most  successful  were  Captain  Thyne,  Mr. 
Brooks,  Mr.  E.  Brown,  Major  Paget,  Mr.  George  P. 
Bourk,  Captain  Stevenson,  and  Mr.  L.  B.  Gallagher. 
We  may  expect  a good  fishing  water  by  the  end  of 
this  week,  when  the  river  settles,  and  there  ought  to 
be  grand  sport  with  grilse  and  sea-tront  left  in  the 
pools  after  the  floods. — Frank  Hearns. 

Owenea,  Ardara  (co.  Donegal).— Sport  this  week 
remains  much  the  same.  On  Thursday  last  Lieut.  C.  A. 
Wilding,  Royal  Inniskilling  Fusiliers,  and  brother  killed 
four  salmon  and  a gcol  bag  of  brown  trout,  Mr,  Neil 
McNelis  has  one  rod  yet  to  be  let  on  this  stream. 

Newtownstewart  (Abercorn  Arms  Hotel).— 
The  season  has  opened  here  by  the  capture  of  the  first 
fish  on  the  Claddagh  water  by  Mr.  Charles  P.  Gibbons. 
On  Wednesday,  on  the  Victoria  Bridge  water,  Mr. 
R.  N.  Barron  brought  two  fish  to  bank.  The  proprietor 
of  this  hotel  will  supply  licences  to  anglers  on  their 
arrival  here.  He  ought  to  keep  a couple  of  Rogan  rods 
for  sale,  if  he  could  set  them. — Innis-Owen, 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Sport 
on  the  preserved  and  free  waters  has  been  very  g;ood 
this  week.  Sea-tront  have  been  running  for  some  time. 
The  brown  trout  are  always  with  us,  both  on  river  and 
lake.  W.  Malone  and  T.  Grimes  killed,  in  one  day, 
thirteen  grilse.  Amongst  the  most  successful  anglers 
were  Col.  Willans,  Mr.  H.  B.  Samnelson,  W.  Malone, 
and  T.  Grimes.— S.  J.  Hurley, 

Shannon  (Castle  Connell), — The  heavy  rain  for 
the  past  few  weeks  has  caused  a good  rise  of  water.  On 
Doonass,  Mr.  H.  Hodges’  men  got  one  peal,  31b.,  on 
22nd.  On  Prospect,  Lord  Massy  got  two  peal,  3Jlb.  and 
4jlb.,  on  18th  ; four  peal,  31b.,  3Jlb.,  61b  , 61b.,  and  one 
salmon,  7,;lb.,  on  20th.  On  Hermitage,  Mr.  W.  C.  Bald- 
win got  three  peal,  3Jlb. , 41b.,  4Jlb.,  on  22nd,  and  one 
peal  4Jlb.  on  24th.  On  Suramerhill  and  De  Burgho,  Mr. 
E.  T.  Ingham  got  one  peal.  41b.,  on  19th.  On  the  same 
water,  Mrs.  Ingham  got  one  oeal,  51b.,  on  20th,  and  one 
peal,  51b.,  on  21st.— John  Enright  and  Son. 


Mr.  George  Hoyle,  president  of  the  North  London 
Angling  Club,  is  exhibiting  a case  of  artificial  flies  (of 
his  own  make)  at  the  Truro  Exhibition. 

In  one  of  the  tanks  at  the  Cornwall  County  Fisheries 
Exhibition  are  some  English  and  Japanese  goldfish.  The 
latter  are  a very  pretty  fish,  the  fins  being  abnormally 
large.  Although  more  than  200  years  have  elapsed  since 
goldfish  were  introduced  into  England,  all  efforts  to 
develop  this  peculiarity  have  been  fruitless  ; but  Mr. 
Phillips  (of  Penryn),  who  exhibits  them,  has  hopes  of 
success. 

The  sprat  has  floating  eggs,  but  does  not  appear  to 
wander  so  far  abroad  as  the  pilchard.  It  is  found  in 
estuaries  in  winter,  and  spawns  at  sea  in  the  earlier  part 
of  the  year,  while  its  young  when  a few  months  old 
ascend  rivers,  and  are  largely  taken  under  the  name 
of  whitebait  with  the  young  of  the  winter  herring.  The 
anchovy  occurs  off  the  Cornish  coast  in  winter,  but  its 
spawn  has  not  been  found  there.  Curiously  enough  it 
spawns  ever  summer  in  June  and  July  in  the  Zuyder 
Zee,  in  Holland,  and  in  the  Mediterranean,  but  not  in 
the  English  Channel. 

Avon  and  Erme  Fishery  District.  — Trent 
fishing  in  the  Rivers  Avon  and  Erme  commenced  on 
March  1,  and  terminates  on  September  30.  Salmon 
fishing,  with  rod  and  line,  commences  in  the  River 
Avon  on  May  2,  and  in  the  River  Erme  on  April  5,  and 
terminates  in  both  rivers  on  Nov.  29.  The  charge  for 
licences  is  ; For  salmon,  whole  season,  20s.  each ; for 
trout,  whole  season,  lOs.  each ; for  trout,  one  week,  5s. 
each  ; for  trout,  one  day,  2s.  each.  A salmon  licence 
covers  trout  fishing.  Any  person  found  fishing  in  any 
waters  in  this  district  without  having  previously  ob- 
tained a licence  will  be  prosecuted.  Licences  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  Stanford  Perrott,  Fore-street,  Kings- 
bridge ; Messrs.  Jeffery  and  Son,  12,  George-street, 
Plymouth  ; Messrs.  Hearder  and  Son,  195,  Union-street, 
Plymouth ; Mr.  W.  M.  Thomas,  saddler,  Ivybridge ; 
Messrs.  C.  and  R.  Brooks,  10,  Edgecombe-street,  Stone- 
house  : Mrs.  Peathyjohns,  Avon  Hotel,  Avonwick ; Mr. 
Roseveare,  The  Hotel.  Kingsbridge-road  Station ; Mr. 
John  Ford,  boot  and  shoe  maker,  Ermington ; Mr. 
William  Arscott,  Royal  Oak  Hotel,  South  Brent ; Mr. 
W.  Davies,  Pack  Horse  Hotel,  South  Brent;  Mr.  A. 
Peachy,  Carew  Arms,  South  Brent  ; Mr.  Henry  Rundle, 
Turk’s  Head,  Loddiswell ; Mrs.  C.  Horswill,  Sun  Inn, 
Diptford ; Messrs.  Lakeman  and  Son,  Stamp  Office, 
Modbury,  or  of  the  clerk  of  the  conservators,  Mr. 
Wm.  Beer,  solicitor,  Kingsbridge.  Persons  wishing  to 
exchange  season  trout  licences  for  salmon  licences 
may  bejeredited  with  the  amount  paid  in  respect  of  the 
trout  licence.  No  fishing  is  allowed  with  minnow,  or 
with  any  artificial  bait  except  fly,  until  after  July  31, 
nor  with  worm  until  after  May  16.  All  fish  taken  below 
Shipley  Bridge,  on  the  Avon,  and  Harford  Bridge,  on 
the  Erme,  not  exceeding  7in.  in  length,  are  to  be  put 
back  into  the  water.  Fishing  on  Sundays  is  prohibited. 
The  water  bailiffs  have  orders  to  report  any  infraction 
of  these  rules  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Board.  Agents  are 
requested  to  fill  in  the  dates  and  names,  and  sign  each 
licence  before  issuing  the  same. — By  Order  of  the  Board, 
William  Beer,  clerk. 
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NOTICE.  • — 


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday, 
and  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and 
Son’s  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News- 
agents and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces. 
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lane,  London. 
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not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
a guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com- 
munications. 

Terms  of’  Suto  script  foil. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dunstan’s  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made. 

For  One  Tear,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland  ...  ...  ...  10s.  6d. 

,,  Six  Months  ditto  ditto  5s.  4d. 

,,  Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  suh- 

scription,  including  postage 12s.  6d. 

Advertisexn.en'ts. 

Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 

Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address. — “R.IVSAM,  London.” 
TELEPHONE  No.  2679. 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  AUGUST  5th,  1893. 


THE 

IZAAR  WALTON  TERCENTENARY 

(WEDNESDAY,  AUGUST  9,  1893) 

AT  BROXBOURNE. 

We  have  heard  from  the  Mayor  of  Stafford  that 
that  town,  the  birthplace  of  Walton,  will  not  be 
able  to  take  part  in  any  celebration  of  the  event. 

After  considering  the  matter,  we  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  an  appropriate  way  of  marking 
the  occasion  would  be  to  have  a sort  of  informal 
meeting  of  anglers  ac  some  pleasant  spot  on  the 
banks  of  Walton’s  favourite  river,  the  Lea,  and 
have  an 

ANGLERS’  LUNCHEON 

in  the  middle  of  the  day — with  a few  songs  and 
short  speeches — and,  if  possible,  get  one  or  two 
experts  at  casting  the  salmon  fly,  trout  fly,  and 
spinning  bait,  to  give  a little  exhibition  of  their 
skill ; no  competition.  But  we  fear  it  will  not  be 
possible  to  carry  out  this  casting  exhibition,  as 
no  prizes  will  be  offered,  and  there  is  no  fund  to 
pay  expenses.  Amateurs  or  professionals  who 
would  care  to  volunteer  their  services  are  invited 
to  do  so. 

We  have  selected  Mrs.  Beningfield,  of  the 
Crown  Hotel,  Broxbourne,  to  be  our  hostess  for 
the  occasion — Wednesday,  August  9 next — and, 
in  order  that  expense  may  not  deter  anglers,  the 
price  of  the  tickets  has  been  fixed  at  3s. 

The  luncheon  has  been  fixed  to  take  place  at 
two  o’clock  punctually,  the  1'2,47  train  leaving 


Liverpool-street  arriving  at  Broxbourne  at  1.36. 
There  is  also  a fast  train  from  Liverpool-street 
at  eleven  o’clock,  due  at  Broxbourne  11.28.  The 
Crown  Hotel  is  close  to  Broxbourne  Railway 
Station. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  receive  applications  for 
tickets  from  anglers  who  would  like  to  be  present ; 
they  must  be  accompanied  by  postal  orders  for 
3s.,  and  should  be  addressed,  not  later  than 
Monday,  August  7,  to 

R.  B.  MARSTON, 

Editor  Fishing  Gazette, 

St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane, 
London. 

Some  account  of  the  celebration  will  appear 
in  our  Izaak  Walton  Tercentenary  Number, 
August  12,  which  will  bo  our  Double  Summer 
Number  this  year,  and  contain  Illustrations  and 
Articles  of  a Waltonian  character. 


HOLIDAY  ANGLING  IN  THE 
HIGHLANDS  FOR  GRILSE 
AND  SEA-TROUT. 

By  M. 

Regarding  the  equipment,  the  rod,  which  is 
first  in  importance,  I from  personal  experience 
would  say  should  be  15ft.  or  thereby.  One  of 
this  length,  if  properly  balanced,  and  possessing 
bone  enough,  will  be  found  by  most  anglers  to 
work  admirably.  A whippy  rod  takes  too  long 
to  land  a heavy  fish,  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
one  with  a want  of  pliancy,  and  too  stiff  a point, 
often  causes  the  hold  of  the  hook  to  break.  My 
own  favourite  grilse  rod  is  14ft.  Gin.  It  is 
medium  in  build,  and  has  an  even  spring  all 
along,  which  distributes  the  strain  equally  over 
the  whole  length.  The  essential  points  of  a good 
grilse  rod  are  to  give  and  take  smartly.  It  some- 
times happens  that  a 16ft.,  or  even  a 17ft.,  rod  is 
necessary  to  hang  the  fly  over  the  fish,  but  there 
are  only  a few  rivers  that  this  cannot  be  done  on 
as  well  with  a fifteen-footer  if  the  angler  is  a 
good  wader  and  uses  trousers.  On  the  largest 
rivers  after  this  time  of  the  year,  when  the  grilse 
run  a large  size,  it  is  necessary  for  the  rod  to  be 
of  length  and  strength  requisite  to  put  the  fly 
over  the  fish,  keep  them  clear  of  any  obstacle  when 
played,  and  land  them  within  reasonable  time. 

The  reel  I would  recommend  is  one  of  good 
size,  capable  of  containing  plenty  of  line,  and 
that  will  run  freely  though  not  over-run.  It  is 
desirable  to  have  it  of  considerable  circumference, 
and  my  preference  is  decidedly  for  one  that  is 
deep  and  narrow  for  its  size.  With  a reel  con- 
structed on  these  lines  there  is  little  chance  of 
the  hold,  if  good,  giving  way,  or  of  the  fish 
snapping  the  cast  line  when  he  makes  a sudden 
spin.  Owing  to  the  circumference  of  its  coil  the 
line  runs  oft'  without  dragging,  and  when  a fish 
rushes  towards  the  angler  it  usually  can  be 
wound  in  at  a rate  that  will  be  found  to  keep  the 
strain  on  him — a very  important  matter,  since 
the  least  slackening  often  proves  fatal,  not  to  the 
fish  but  to  the  fisher’s  success.  The  reel  should 
balance  the  rod  to  a nicety,  have  a revolving 
plate,  and,  to  not  exceed  the  proper  weight,  be 
composite — of  a nature  to  suit  the  angler’s  taste. 
One  such  as  I have  indicated  insures  quick 
running  out  or  rapid  reeling  in,  and  that  it  be 
well  filled  is  essential  where  the  water  is  broad, 
and  the  following  up  of  the  fish  is  largely  or 
wholly  precluded.  At  the  same  time  I would 
warn  anglers  not  to  cram  the  reel  with  line 
so  as  to  touch  the  pillars.  If  this  is  not  attMided 
to  grief  may  result  through  the  line  sticking  at 
the  most  critical  moment.  It  is  not  unusual  for 
a fish  just  about  to  be  taken  from  tho  water 
apparently  almost  lifeless  to  make  a sudden  rush, 
and  then,  if  there  be  too  much  line  or  it  has  been 
carelessly  wound  in,  the  chances  are  that  a smash 
will  result,  and,  with  a wag  of  his  tail,  the  fish 
you  had  almost  within  your  grasp  will  bid  you  a 
curt  adieu.  The  reel  is  usually  blamed,  not  the 
carelessness  of  the  angler,  for  a disaster  of  this 
nature. 

I prefer  a line  with  a taper  of  some  five  or  six 
yards — tapering  gradually  to  not  too  fine  an  end. 
My  reason  for  this  is  that  I affix  a tapered  plaited 
gut  cast,  and  I do  hate  to  see  the  thick  end  of  it 
any  thicker  than  the  silk  to  which  it  is  attached. 
Another  reason  is  that  casting  cannot  be  done  so 


neatly  and  lightly  with  thick  gut  united  to  a 
thinner  silk  end.  I am  most  particular  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  line.  Most  of  them  have  too  little 
weight  for  their  bulk,  or  are  too  hard  for 
working  nicely  in  the  water,  while  a good  many 
crack  owing  to  over-dressing  or  else  bad  dressing. 
As  the  angler  is  often  required  to  fish  fine,  I 
would  advise  him  to  use  a line  which  possesses 
these  qualities : not  being  very  thick,  have  a 
slight  taper  of  several  yards,  be  solid-plaited,  and 
heavy  for  its  bulk,  and  be  very  pliable.  These 
points  insure  (1)  neat  and  fine  casting  ; (2)  light 
working  of  fly  where  necessary ; (3)  the  wind 
being  easily  cut  or  cast  against ; (4)  switching 
carried  on,  if  needed,  and  (5)  tho  line  running 
out  at  once,  straight  in  the  water  as  the  current, 
a most  important  matter,  since  only  by  this  is 
the  right  play  of  the  fly  secured.  A hard  and 
glazed  over-dressed  line  does  not  allow  the  fly  to 
swim  true,  and  does,  by  its  bulging  and  bellying, 
probably  scare  fish,  while  one  that  is  perfectly 
pliable  is  at  once  carried  out  by  the  current  to 
the  full  stretch,  with  the  result  that  the  fly  plays 
all  right,  and  appears  to  the  fish  as  tempting  as 
can  be,  while  performing  the  whole  of  its  sweep. 
None  of  the  three  or  four  strands  of  single  gut 
attached  to  the  plaited  cast  should  be  very  thick. 
Clean  round  gut,  little  thicker  than  that 
ordinarily  used  for  loch  brown  trout  fishing, 
should  prove  strong  enough,  and,  mayhap,  last 
for  days  if  fairly  used. 

For  grilse  fishing  in  summer  large  hooks  are 
of  no  use  whatever,  no  matter  what  the  state  of 
the  water.  From  the  middle  of  July  to  the  middle 
of  September  I should  not  care  to  try  my  hand 
long  with  anything  larger  than  No.  3,  Wm. 
Bartleet  and  Sons’  scale  of  Limerick  bend.  This 
is  the  largest  size  I have  ever  heard  of  being 
positively  required.  Personal  experience  leads 
me  to  think  Nos.  5,  6,  and  7 the  best  all-round 
sizes.  On  small  streams,  rather  shallow  in 
character,  a small  hook  always  does  best  on  a 
bright  day  during  dry  weather.  But  on  some 
rivers— even  large  ones — the  small  hooks.  Nos.  8 
and  9,  kill  very  well  under  similar  conditions.  In 
low  water  the  forenoon  is  the  best  time  as  a rule. 
For  evening  fishing  I find  an  average  size  of  fly 
the  most  useful  until,  at  any  rate,  there  is  some 
failing  of  the  light. 

I do  most  of  my  summer  fishing  with  the 
Limerick  bent  hook.  Of  the  sizes  from  No.  3 to 
6 inclusive,  I prefer  the  single  hook,  but  from  the 
latter  number  inclusive  down  to  No.  10, 1 take  the 
hook  as  it  comes,  having  no  decided  preference 
for  it  either  single  or  double,  as  I have  generally 
found  the  single  to  prove  as  good  as  the  double. 
Many  anglers  are  certain  they  kill  more  fish  on 
the  double  hook,  which  very  likely  is  the  case,  as 
if  they  prefer  it  they  naturally  fish  more  with  it, 
and  so  of  course  give  it  more  chances.  Advocates 
of  the  double  hook  say  it  balances  better  in  the 
water,  and  therefore  swims  more  correctly.  But 
I cannot  think  there  is  much  to  choose  between. 
For  fine  fishing  I uphold  the  single  hook,  as  it 
does  not  create  such  a wake  in  dead  calm  water. 
The  young  angler  will  soon  learn,  from  seeing  for 
himself,  to  decide  for  himself. 

Good  results  are  often  obtained  by  worm 
fishing  for  grilse;  a stronger  rod  and  probably 
somewhat  less  fine  tackle  being  used.  Large 
healthy  lob  worms  on  good  big  round  bent  hooks 
tempt  the  sea-trout  and  grilse  readily  when  the 
water  is  rising  or  beginning  to  fall.  Worm  fishing, 
however,  is  scarcely  any  use  in  the  case  of  hill- 
run  Highland  streams  when  the  water  is  coming 
down  a black  inky  colour. 

Having  given  a 'orief  description  of  the  neces- 
sary equipment,  I now  intend  to  give  a few  hints 
regarding  the  practice.  Let  us  assume  that  our 
angler  is  going  to  fish  for  grilse,  and  that  he  has 
already  arrived  at  his  destination.  His  holiday 
is  to  be  spent  in  fishing  on  a Highland  river  of 
average  size  and  character.  He  engages  a gillie 
who  knows  the  most  likely  spots  and  places,  and 
who  will  look  after  his  comfort  when  at  the  fish- 
ing. Let  me  assume  the  river  is  found  to  be  in 
excellent  order  and  fish  plentiful.  The  gillie 
selects  the  most  likely  fly.  This  he  does  not  take 
long  to  do,  for  he  knows  just  the  right  thing 
from  long  experience.  He  may  find  fault  with 
the  hooks  ; probably  he  favours  the  double  ones, 
which  the  angler  has  not  got,  or  vice  versa.  This, 
however,  can  be  made  all  right  later  on,  hut  for 
the  present  the  chance  must  be  taken  with  what 
is  at  hand.  The  single  hooks,  I assume,  are  used. 
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and  prove  good  holders,  if  fairly  driven  home  at 
first.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  casts  in  ply  fish 
well,  and  the  angler  is  pleased.  He  has  been 
using  the  larger  sizes  of  hooks,  for  the  water  has 
kept  in  round  running  volume. 

By  and  by  the  water  gets  low  and  clear,  though 
not  to  such  a degree  as  to  put  fishing  wholly  out 
of  the  question.  While  there  was  plenty  water 
and  the  fish  were  on  the  move,  light  and  fine 
fishing  was  not  required.  Now  matters  are 
changed.  The  fish  are  very  shy  in  rising  and 
have  nearly  all  become  “ potted.”  The  earth  is 
dry,  vegetation  parched,  and  the  air  close  and 
sultry.  The  large  hooks  which  previously  took 
well  are  now  of  no  use,  except  late  in  the  evening. 
Skill  has  become  the  great  essential.  The  gillie 
very  likely  advises  wading,  which  was  unneces- 
sary in  the  heavy  water  when  the  fish  lie  close 
to  the  bank,  or,  at  least,  within  easy  casting 
distance.  They  have  all  gone  into  the  deeper 
pools  and  mid-stream  runs  now.  The  gillie  advises 
that  the  same  size  of  fly  will  not  do  for  every 
catch.  This  is  owing  to  the  depth,  velocity, 
roughness,  or  placidity  of  water.  Generally, 
even  running,  well  out  streams,  where  there 
is  shallow  water,  require  the  smallest  fly.  The 
difference  between  the  largest  and  the  smallest 
sizes  necessary  is  not  much.  Thus  if  No.  6 
is  needed  for  the  strongest  and  roughest  water, 
nothing  smaller  than  No.  8 will,  I think,  be 
required  for  any  of  the  water  at  the  same  time. 

Presuming  the  angler  has  no  flies,  it  may  not 
be  cut  of  place  to  give  him  a few  hints  as  to  the 
patterns  and  sizes  required  for  most  Highland 
rivers.  Jock  Scott,  Silver  Doctor,  Black  Doctor, 
Blue  Doctor,  and  Childers  are  all-round  favourites, 
seldom  failing  to  secure  good  results  when  such 
are  obtainable  by  fair  and  sriuare  fly-fishing.  In 
good  round  waters  the  Jock  Scott  is  a rattler, 
while  under  the  same  conditions,  and  especially 
on  bright  days,  the  Silver  Doctor  and  Blue 
Doctor  usually  come  in  about  best.  Under  the 
most  common  of  conditions  it  will  be  found  that 
the  Jock  Scott  usually  secures  as  good  results  as 
any  number  of  others  ; indeed  more,  for  in  frying 
many  patterns  time  is  lost  fishing  with  useless 
ones,  not  to  speak  of  what  is  wasted  in  changing. 
I do  not  believe  in  mixed  bodies  for  small  flies,  as 
combinations  in  small  compass  lessen  the  effect  in 
the  water.  The  bodies  which  I prefer  are:  for  bright 
weather,  light  blue,  black,  herl,  silver,  golden,  and 
green  ; for  dull  weather,  black,  claret,  brown,  and 
dark  orange.  I recommend  that  bright  weather 
bodies  have  more  tinsel  than  dull  weather  ones. 


His  Eoyal  Highness  Comte  de  Paris  and  Due 
de  Charteris,  fishing  from  Inveran  Hotel,  on  the 
28th  ult.,  had  eleven  dozen  trout.  On  the  same 
day  Mr.  Templeton,  Glasgow,  on  Orchy,  had  one 
salmon,  91b.  On  the  29th,  Comte  de  Paris  and 
Due  de  Charteris  had  seven  dozen  and  four  trout. 

“Where  shall  I go  for  my  holidays  P ” If  you 
are  a fisherman,  take  your  wife  and  children  to 
Scarborough;  see  that  they  are  comfortable; 
and  pull  out  of  your  knapsack  Tom  Bradley’s 
“ Yorkshire  Angler’s  Guide.”  You  will  find 
therein  enough  information  as  to  “ How,  when, 
and  where  to  fish  ” to  keep  you  away  from 
London  to  Christmas. 

“Teiiplar’s  ” reference  to  salmon  taking  a dry 
fly  has  brought  us  a note  from  Mr.  C.  W.  Gedney, 
who  gives  the  following  instance  that  occurred 
some  three  seasons  back : “ Dr.  Haigh,  of 

Coventry,  was  trying  some  experimental  dry- 
fly  casting  with  a 10ft.  rod  under  the  arches  of 
the  Kilrea  Bridge,  on  the  Bann,  in  the  west  of 
Ireland.  He  was  fishing  with  a Sedge,  and  the 
floating  fly  was  taken  by  a grilse  of  some  61b., 
that  made  things  lively  for  the  angler;  but  he 
won  in  the  end,  in  spite  of  the  unequal  odds. 

Some  of  the  disappointed  correspondents  of 
this  paper,  who  have  taken  a week’s  holiday  and 
got  but  a sorry  return  in  the  shape  of  sport  for 
their  outlay,  do  grave  injustice  to  the  rivers  and 
lochs  they  have  visited  by  rushing  into  jirint  and 
assuming  that  the  existing  condiiion  of  things  is 
otherwise  than  exceptional.  Never  within  the 
recollection  of  the  oldest  angler  has  there  been 
such  a bad  trout  season  as  that  of  1893.  Loch 
and  river  have  been  equally  bad,  and  trout  fishing 
has  been  at  its  worst  during  the  past  sis  weeks. 
In  waters  teeming  with  fish  they  have  resolutely 
refused  to  take  an  artificial  fly,  although  they 
would  poke  jt  with  their  snouts  f^od  swirl  away. 


^cofd)  ^ofes. 

By  Mac. 

It  is  a notorious  fact  that  a vast  deal  of 
illegal  netting  for  salmon  and  grilse  is  permitted 
on  the  east  coast  of  Scotland.  The  local  fishery 
boards  should  see  to  this — it  is  simply  a stand- 
ing disgrace.  But  perhaps  the  reason  for  their 
taking  non-cognisance  is  that  they,  or  the  domi- 
nant factions  of  the  boards  in  whose  water  it 
exists,  are  implicated  in  it.  In  some  localities 
the  sea  nets  are  systematically  fished  during  the 
whole  of  the  weekly  slap.  What  does  that 
model  of  a vigilant  and  efficient  chief  board,  the 
Fishery  Board  for  Scotland,  with  all  its  highly 
ornamental  officials,  say  to  this  ? 


Loch  Garry,  considered  by  many  to  be  the 
finest  mountain  lake  in  Inverness-shire,  is  sur- 
rounded by  hills  luxuriantly  clothed  with  wood 
of  various  kinds,  chiefly  oak,  ash,  birch,  and  the 
famous  natural  fir  of  Greenfield.  A better  field 
for  the  artist  could  scarcely  be  found,  in  the 
autumn  especially,  when  the  trees  take  on  their 
many  and  varied  colourings  and  tints,  and  make 
contrast  so  striking  and  iiicturesque.  And  it 
would  be  difficult  to  drop  on  choicer  trout  and 
Salmo  ferox  fishing  than  is  to  be  got  on  the  loch 
itself ; a magnificent  sheet  of  water  five  miles  long, 
whereon  vi  iiors  at  the  Invergarry  Hotel  have 
he  privilege  of  the  sport  free  with  boats  also 
provided.  

The  season  of  the  year  is  now  past  for  the 
potentiality  of  the  big  par  among  the  salmon  of 
the  Scotch  rivers.  A thumping  large  par — not 
spun,  but  cast  by  a spinning  rod,  and  worked  like 
a worm  or  prawn,  or  allowed  to  “ wobble”  lazily 
about — will  on  most  rivers  prove  a desperate 
nailer  for  a short  time  under  favourable  condi- 
tions in  the  end  of  May,  during  June,  and  per- 
haps early  in  July.  But  this  is  the  soon-kill- 
all-sport  method  of  fishing ; and  the  devil  take 
it.  


The  choicest  fishing  waters  of  the  Uists  have 
lately  been  yielding  fairly  of  sea-trout,  for  which 
the  best  fishing  season  in  these  western  parts  is 
just  at  hand.  

Eecently  quite  a run  of  grand  angling  was  got 
on  the  Carron  river  in  Eoss-shire,  whereon,  but 
the  other  week,  a gentleman  had  thirty  sea-trout 
at  an  outing.  

Under  unfavourable  conditions,  the  Arbroath 
Angling  Club  held  their  midsummer  competition 
on  the  Luther  and  West  Water  last  week,  when 
the  first  prize  was  taken  by  Mr.  T.  Cramond,  with 
a basket  of  about  lOlb.  The  heaviest  single 
trout  weighed  a little  over  Hb.  A triangular 
match  might  be  got  up  to  be  taken  part  in  by  the 
Brechin,  Arbroath,  and  Blairgowrie  Clubs,  in  each 
of  which  there  are  several  of  the  most  “ don  ” 
hands  at  trouting  in  Central  Scotland. 


Our  Spey  correspondent  writes : “ Angling 

remains  stagnant  as  ditch-water.  Sportsmen  do 
not  look  for  an  improvement  until  the  removal 
of  the  nets  on  the  26th  curt.,  liy  which  time  their 
appetite  for  the  moors  will  be  partly  satisfied,  so 
that  they  will  return  to  the  water  with  renewed 
vigour.  Trout  are  being  got  in  the  evenings.  An 
analer  who  is  ever  on  the  outlook  for  a favour- 
able cast  was  seen  the  other  night  wending  his 
way  to  the  water  side,  seated  on  his  ‘safety,’  and 
with  him  his  rod  and  basket.  A friend  in 
Fochabers  writes  me  that  there  is  nothing  doing 
with  the  rod,  but  I fear  that,  with  such  pools  as 
they  have,  if  anglers  there  had  a real  interest 
in  the  sport,  such  as  our  friend  of  the  cycle, 
there  would  be  something  doing.  Some  weeks 
ago  the  last  of  the  ova  from  the  Fochabers 
hatchery  were  transferred  to  the  water,  in  the 
very  best  of  condition.  As  to  how  the  young  fish 
will  do,  time,  of  course,  will  only  tell.” 

Speaking  of  it  in  a general  and  all-round  sense, 
the  angling  for  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea-truut,  such 
as  it  is,  is  better  at  present  on  the  westem  than 
on  the  eastern  rivers  of  Scotland.  Just  now  is 
about  the  best  time  of  the  whole  year  for  the 
lochs  of  the  late  district  of  Scourie,  in  the  west  of 


Sutherlandshire,  yielding  the  cream  of  their 
trout  and  trouting.  Unquestionably  the  very 
finest  and  largest  of  the  trout  are  to  be  found  in 
the  lochans  and  tiny  lochs  which  generally  are 
remote  and  high  up  in  the  hills,  and  are  to  all, 
save  the  sinewy,  active,  and  young,  rather  a long 
and  trying  walk.  Hitherto,  largely  on  account 
of  a want  of  enterprise  on  the  part  of  Scourie 
hoteliers,  Ihe  bulk  of  the  waters  of  this  beautiful, 
remote,  and  excellent  fishing  district  have  lain, 
as  it  were,  practically  fallow.  It  would  pay,  not 
a doubt  of  it,  to  thoroughly  exploit  and  explore 
every  one  of  the  lochans  and  wee  lochs  on  the 
hills  within  a walking  distance  of  seven  or  eight 
miles,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  present  enterprising  tenant  of  the  hotel  will 
have  this  done  to  satisfy,  and  be  a guide  to  such 
as  are  guests  at  his  house  on  angling  bent.  Some 
magnificent  trout  taken  this  present  season  from 
the  hill  lochs  farthest  out  amply  corroborates 
what  I have  more  than  once  previously  mentioned, 
that  there  are  wonderfully  fine  gamesome  large 
trout  to  be  got  in  fair  numbers  in  the  remote 
little  hill  lochs  of  the  Scourie  district.  Mr. 
Mclver,  the  Duke  of  Sutherland’s  agent  or  factor 
for  the  region  and  west  coast,  who  resides  at 
Scourie,  has  for  some  years  past  done  a good 
deal  prospectively  for  the  nearer  waters  by 
planting  Loch  Leven  and  other  trout  ova  imported 
from  a distance  in  made-up  redds  in  the  bunis 
between  various  lochs.  Also  he  has  been  taking 
the  pains  to  render  more  accessible  to  the  migra- 
tory Salmonidse  a number  of  the  lochs  of  the 
district  not  far  from  the  sea  by  clearing  out 
the  channels  of  the  burns  forming  the  com- 
municating links.  

Our  Deeside  correspondent  writes : “ With 
the  advmt  of  August  the  autumn  prospects  loom 
in  the  near  future.  Sportsmen  are  now  daily 
coming  north,  and  Deeside  is  appearing  to  be  as 
run  on  during  the  coming  season  as  ever.  The 
water  has  been  in  good  fettle  during  the  past 
week,  but  the  prevailing  lights  have  been  abomi- 
nably bad,  and  the  amount  of  sport  insignificant. 
Trout  are  still  in  good  condition  on  the  Dee,  and 
good  baskets  were  made  on  some  occasions  lately. 
We  hear  from  the  Ythan  that  the  show  of  fish  in 
the  tidal  reaches  is  something  magnificent.  Mr. 
Williams,  Liverpool,  had  one  the  other  day  over 
Hb.  This  is  an  extra  heavyweight  for  an  Ythan 
tidal  sea-trout.”  


“ J.  Y.,”  Sutherlandshire,  writes:  “A  feature 
of  the  takes  by  Tongue  Hotel  anglers  last  week 
was  the  number  of  big  brown  trout  killed,  e.g.  : 
On  Loch  Buie,  four  trout,  4ilb.,  and  seven  trout, 
6Hb.  (one  21b.) ; on  Loch  Loyal,  four  trout, 
7lb.  (one  41b.),  nine  trout,  71b.  (one  2^1b.),  and 
eight  trout,  51b.;  and  on  Loch  Na-Clach-Geall 
one  trout,  2Hb.  The  Kirkaig  and  Inver  are  in 
very  fine  ply,  and  several  fine  fish  have  been 
killed.  On  Friday  last  week  Mr.  Mackay 
killed  a grilse  of  7Hb.  On  Monday,  on  the 
Lower  Kirkaig,  Colonel  Boothby  landed  one 
grilse  of  61b.  and  one  of  71b.  On  Gulag  Loch 
Mr.  Sidney  A’Court  killed  one  of  7Hb.,  and  on 
the  Lower  Inver,  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Dicken  got 
a erilse  weighing  61b.  Mr.  Ballance,  fishing  Loch 
Shin  from  Lairg  Hotel  on  Friday,  killed  a 
monster  Salmo  ferox  which  scaled  1241b.  This  is 
the  biggest  fish  captured  on  Loch  Shin  since 
several  years.  Mr.  C.  H.  Mason,  of  London,  has 
taken  Lochinver  shootings  and  fishings  along 
with  Oak  Villa,  Lochinver.  Mr.  Liddell,  Achany 
House,  Lairg,  has  been  making  capital  baskets 
on  Loch  Craggie.  On  T'uesday  last  week  he 
killed  twenty  trout  weighing  201b. ; ^ and  on 
Wednesday  sixteen  trout  weighing  161b.” 

Last  week  anglers  on  the  Spey  did  little  among 
the  salmon,  but  they  succeeded  in  picking  out  a 
few  more  grilse  than  they  have  done  for  some 
time  past.  A few  nice  sea-trout  fell  to  theiod, 
and  there  were  some  indications  of  the  autumn 
run  of  finnock  having  commenced. 

On  the  Ness,  sport  amonst  grilse  has  made 
headway  since  a fortnight  past,  and  the  Inver- 
ness “loc.als”  have  been  .securing  some  nice 
baskets  of  sea-trout.  

The  Aberdeen  Amateur  Eock  Fishers'  Asso- 
ciation, whose  members  fish  with  rod  and  lim, 
had  a great  muster  and  scored  heavily  last  Satui- 
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day,  when  a competition  of  the  Association  took 
place  from  the  rocks  at  various  points  along  the 
coast  between  Aberdeen  and  Stonehaven.  The 
first  prizetaker,  Mr.  Alexander  Douglas,  weighed 
in  at  the  end  of  the  day  ti71b.  12oz. 


The  Aberdeenshire  Dee  District  Board,  for  the 
ensuing  year,  was  on  Tuesday  elected  at  a meet- 
ing of  the  proprietors  held  in  Aberdeen.  Ap- 
pointed to  represent  the  Lower  Dee,  or  netting 
interests,  are  the  Treasurer  of  Aberdeen.  Mr. 
George  Davidson,  of  Wellwood,  and  Mr.  A.  P. 
Hogarth,  salmon  tacksman,  while  the  Marquis  of 
Huntly,  Aboyne  Castle,  Mr.  A.  Haldane  Far- 
(luharson,  of  Invercauld,  and  Colonel  Thomas 
Burnett,  brother  of  Sir  Robert  Burnett,  Bart., 
of  Leys  and  Crathes,  Crathes  Castle,  are  the 
elected  representatives  of  the  angling  and  upper 
waters  proprietors.  

In  the  meantime  sport  is  rather  slack  on  the 
Durness  Kyle,  due  in  a great  measure  to  there 
being  few  sand-eels  to  encourage  the  sea-trout  to 
come  in  and  forage.  The  best  of  the  season, 
however — at  this  spot,  so  celebrated  for  its  sea- 
trout  angling — is  now  past.  The  whole  fishing 
on  the  Kyle  and  sea  pools  last  week  only 
amounted  to  one  grilse  and  thirty-seven  sea- 
trout. 


Ouii  North  Esk  correspondent  writes  : “ For  the 
month  of  July  salmon  have  done  very  well  on  the 
coast.  Grilse,  however,  have  done  very  poorly, 
and  I am  afraid  they  will  not  come  on  now,  for, 
even  after  a good  season,  they  usually  begin  to 
get  scarce  in  August.  The  rivers  North  and 
South  Esks  are  as  small  as  ever,  and  not  a single 
fish  getting  up.  The  netters  in  the  tideway  are 
only  getting  a few  sea-trout  with  an  odd  grilse 
now  and  then.  Anglers,  however,  are  having 
splendid  baskets  of  finnock  on  the  South  Esk 
about  the  Bridge  of  Dun.  A couple  of  anglers  on 
one  day  this  week  had  baskets  of  six  dozen  and 
five  dozen  finnock.  Fair  catches  of  sea-trout 
have  been  got  on  the  North  Esk,  but  the  yellow 
trout  fishing  is  almost  over  now.  Only  about  a 
dozen  fish  are  to  be  seen  at  the  Gannochy  loups, 
and  one  grilse  is  all  that  has  been  got  out  among 
them  by  the  rod  this  month.  There  is  still  no 
appearance  of  a rise  of  water  to  bring  up  more 
fish.” 


In  the  tidal  and  nether  reaches  of  all  the  eastern 
rivers  of  Scotland,  from  the  Forth  north  to  the 
Ness,  that  have  a migration  of  late  or  autumn 
finnock  (young  sea-trout),  there  is  now  beginning 
to  be  a fair  show  of  these  highly  gamesome  little 
fishes.  On  every  one  of  the  rivers  within  the 
ccmpass  indicated,  the  lower  waters  fishing  for 
finnock  is  best  on  the  whole,  as  also  best  of  all, 
sometime  between  the  middle  of  August  and  the 
early  days  of  October. 


Since  the  middle  of  July  the  salmon  and  grilse 
angling  on  the  Beauly,  showed,  for  a while,  con- 
siderable improvement,  and  some  nice  fish  were 
got  on  Lord  Lovat’s  Beaufort  Castle  water  by 
ihe  Duke  of  Portland’s  party  ; but  on  the  Conon 
and  Blackwater,  the  next  rivers  farther  north, 
the  angling,  which  for  many  months  has  suffered 
greatly  owing  to  the  drought,  is  still  very  back- 
ward. 


According  to  my  notes,  the  Sahno  fercx 
angling  results  on  the  Scotch  lochs  for  the  week, 
only  the  larger  fish  being  mentioned,  have  been 
as  follows  : Loch  Craggie,  one,  71b,  ; Loch  Ean- 
noch,  one,  6:jlh.  ; Loch  Meaddie,  one,  31b. ; Loch 
Shin,  three,  3^1b  , 41b.,  and  12Hb. 


With  the  advent  of  August,  sport  on  Loch 
Leven  is  reported  as  improving,  and  much 
better  results  than  those  ruling  fcr  some  time 
past  are  now  looked  for. 


Friday,  last  week,  a Tweed  salmon  of  SO^lb. 
weight,  the  largest  got  in  the  district  this 
season,  was  caught  by  the  Shoreside  Fishery 
netters.  Tay,  Tweed,  and  Solway  fisheries — each 
with  one  fish — are  at  the  top  this  year,  as  yet,  for 
he.avy  salmon.  From  all  quarters  I hear  com- 
plaints that  the  grilse  season  has  proved  an 
almost  unprecedented  failure. 


During  the  latter  part  of  last  month  some 
splendid  sport  was  had  by  anglers  on  the  salmon, 
grilse,  and  sea-trout  waters  of  Rhiconich,  in 
Sutherlandshire.  Loch  Garbet-Beg  took  the 
cake  for  one  day’s  fishing  from  one  boat  with  two 
sea- trout,  three  salmon,  and  five  grilse. 


The  total  number  of  trout  caught  with  the  rod 
on  Loch  Leven  in  July  was  2948,  the  weight 
thereof  beinff  27641b.  8oz.  Last  year’s  take  for 
July  was  1087  trout,  weighing  12821b.  It  thus 
appears  that  for  the  month  more  than  double 
the  number  of  fish  were  landed  this  year,  but, 
that  the  average  weight  is  not  by  a good  bit  so 
great.  


As,  indicated  by  the  scores  of  anglers  from 
Overscaig,  sea- trout  are  now  forward  in 
abundance  in  Loch  More,  one  of  the  Duke  of 
Westminster’s  preserved  lochs  in  the  Reay 
Forest,  but  which  the  guests  of  mine  host  the 
genial,  jovial,  rale  Mackay,  of  the  Overscaig 
Hotel,  have  the  privilege  of  fishing. 


A friend  writes  me  from  the  Lochy  Spean  : 
“We  have  had  a little  more  water  lately,  but  all  the 
same  we  have  not  done  much  better.  I fear  we 
are  suffering  from  the  effects  of  the  great  floods 
in  the  winter  of  ’91-2.  I am  curious  to  know 
the  results  on  the  other  rivers  that  the  floods 
greatly  affected.  I see  very  few  grilse  so  far, 
and  I very  much  doubt  if  we  will  have  them  at  all 
this  year  now.  The  best  take  got  by  us  any  day 
during  the  last  fortnight  was  four  salmon,  the 
heaviest  301b.” 


Mr.  Macdonald,  of  Taynuilt  Hotel,  writes 
me:  “The  sea-trout  are  taking  very  well  indeed, 
but  I am  much  disappointed  in  my  salmon  and 
grilse  expectations.  The  river  is  perfect  for  size 
and  plenty  fish  are  in  all  the  pools,  yet  nothing 
can  be  done.  I think  the  heavy,  close,  warm 
weather  we  are  having  is  chiefly  the  cause  of  the 
angling  failure.  The  salmon  occasionally  attempt 
a sluggish  move  after  the  fly  when  it  happens  to 
pass  close  by,  but  their  movements  being  of  that 
indifferent  nature  there  is  really  little  chance  of 
hooking  any  of  them.  I hojie  matters  will  mend 
speedily.  Brisker  weather  should  make  a great 
change.” 


CORNWALL  COUNTY  FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 


The  above  exhibition  may  be  considered  to  be 
the  joint  creation  of  Messrs.  Hugh  Rice  and 
Evelyn  Rashleigh.  The  fisheries  of  Cornwall 
having  somewhat  fallen  off,  it  was  thought  that 
“ an  exhibition  on  a large  scale  might  be  the 
means  of  instructing  the  fishermen  in  all  the 
modern  appliances  of  his  craft,  as  well  as  encou- 
raging the  science  of  fish  culture,  fish  curing, 
packing,  and  other  industries,  and,  if  resulting  in 
financial  success,  have,  as  a practical  outcome, 
the  establishment  of  a county  fish  school.”  With- 
out going  into  the  details  of  the  hard  toils  and 
“ups  and  downs”  which  its  promoters  have 
experienced,  suffice  it  to  say  that  on  Tuesday, 
July  25,  under  the  most  favourable  auspices,  the 
exhibition  was  declared  open  by  Lord  St.  Levan. 
A visitor  who  might  have  been  present  on  the 
day  preceding  the  opening  would  have  declared 
it  to  be  an  impossibility  to  open  the  show  on  the 
day  appointed.  But  that  visitor  most  certainly 
could  not  have  been  acquainted  with  the  “go” 
and  perseverance  which  characterises  Cornish- 
men.  A brilliant  sun  cast  a halo  over  what  a few 
hours  previously  had  appeared  chaos  and  packing- 
cases,  and,  amidst  the  greatest  enthusiasm — the 
ringing  of  bells,  the  music  from  brass  bands, 
and  the  cheers  of  the  holiday-makers,  the  gates 
were  thrown  open  to  the  public.  A regret  was 
felt  in  some  quarters  that  the  Duke  of  Corn- 
wall did  not  grace  the  proceedings  by  his 
presence,  but  an  admirable  substitute  was 
found  in  Lord  St.  Levan,  who  received  a most 
enthusiastic  reception.  As  a Cornish  wit  re- 
marked, “a  little  Levan  seemed  to  have^leavened 
the  whole  lump.”  The  Mayor’s  reception,  the 
devotional  service,  the  opening  ceremony,  the 
luncheon,  and  the  long  list  of  valuable  contribu- 
tions from  the  various  societies  and  individuals, 
can  only  be  touched  upon  lightly  in  these 


columns.  The  exhibition  will  remain  open  until 
Aug.  15,  and,  should  the  attendance  be  equal  to 
the  anticipations  of  those  who  are  responsible  for 
this  really  grand  show,  Messrs.  Rashleigh  and 
Rice  may  certainly  look  forward  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a fishery  school  for  Cornwall.  If  the 
three  R’s  formed  a part  of  the  curriculum  they 
may  be  interpreted  — Rashleigh,  Rice,  and 
Renown.  In  justice  to  the  first  two  R’s, 
“ renown  ” was  not  of  their  seeking — they  did 
good  by  stealth,  and,  whether  they  blush  or  no, 
we  sincerely  hope  they  may  find  it  fame. 

Dr.  Fowler,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Biological  As- 
sociation, shows  specimens  of  the  indigenous 
oysters  of  England  and  Scotland  which  group 
themselves  together  into  definite  races,  and  his 
splendid  exhibit  sets  forth  the  purple-shelled 
Yealm,  the  green  Fal,  &c.  Then  there  are  the 
enemies  of  the  oyster,  the  sponge,  the  starfish,  who 
“projects  his  stomach  into  the  open  shell  when 
the  unfortunate  oyster  is  having  an  unwary  gape. 
The  oyster  may  close,  but  the  starfish  does  not 
care.  His  stomach  is  elastic,  and  will  bear  pres- 
sure. He  surrounds  the  poor  oyster  with  his 
digestive  juices,  and  makes  short  work  of  him.” 
The  dog  wiielkgoes  to  work  in  another  way,  boring 
beautiful  round  holes  through  the  shell,  and 
picking  out  the  delicate  bits  of  the  oyster  at  his 
leisure.  Another  enemy  is  a microscopical  worm. 
Besides  direct  enemies,  the  oyster  has  indirect 
foes,  of  which  the  chief  is  the  crow-oyster,  which 
is  small  and  inedible,  and  yet  takes  the  same 
kind  of  food,  and  enters  into  severe  competition 
with  the  oyster.  Barnacles  trouble  the  oyster  in 
the  same  way,  and  if  they  are  not  well  looked 
after  they  enter  into  competition  with  one 
another  and  fighting  for  food. 

A very  large  space  is  taken  up  by  fishing  gear 
of  almost  every  conceivable  species,  the  mere 
attempt  to  enumerate  which  would  occupy  several 
pages.  Notably  may  be  mentioned  the  trawl, 
mackerel,  herring,  long  line,  hand  line,  hooks, 
harpoons,  tackle,  &c.  There  are  illustrations 
also  of  the  methods  for  using  and  preserving 
them  adopted  by  this  and  other  nations — such 
as  the  Norwegian  and  the  Dutch — together  with 
samples  of  baits,  natural,  artificial,  and  scientific. 
One  of  the  greatest  curiosities  of  the  exhibition 
is  lent  by  Mr.  E.  W.  Rashleigh.  It  consists  of 
three  cases  of  old  fishing  appliances,  such  as 
were  in  use  among  Cornishmen  from  tbe  time  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  down  to  within  less  than  half 
a century  ago,  and  includes  a nestle  taker  for 
rope  making,  and  a wood  and  stone  anchor. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Williams  sends  a fine  case  of  small 
models  of  nets  of  every  sort,  made  by  Mr.  W. 
Hearder,  of  Plymouth.  There  are  some  good 
specimens  of  bolters  and  appliances  for  cod 
fishing. 

An  item  of  considerable  interest  here  coisists 
of  some  notes  on  nets,  &c.,  by  Mr.  E.  W.  Ra  h- 
leigh,  who  describes  the  history  of  the  same 
fishery  in  Cornwall,  and  the  progress  made  in 
the  manufacture  of  gear. 

In  another  division  are  to  be  found  oyster 
dredges,  crab,  lobster,  prawn  pots,  &c.,  and  other 
appliances,  or  models  of  them,  used  in  catching 
shell-fish. 

The  fine  art  section  has  a catalogue  and  a build- 
ing entirely  to  itself,  and  valuable  and  interesting 
though  it  is,  it  must  be  dismissed  with  the  words 
“ a magnificent  collection,”  as  may  readily  be 
imagined,  when  we  say  that  the  London  section  of 
the  committee  alone  consisted  of  such  names  as 

O.  Hook,  R.A.,  Henry  Moore,  A.R.A.,  W.  L. 
Wyllie,  A.R.A.,  Stanhope  A.  Forhes,  A.R.A., 
Hamilton  Macallum,  R.I,,  Walter  Langley, 
R.I.,  Napier  Hemy,  R.I.,  W.  Ayerst  Ingram, 

P. R.A.A.S.A.,  R.  H.  Carter,  Norman  Garstin, 
Adrian  Stokes,  Julius  Olsson,  Henry  S.  Tuke, 
F.  Bramley,  and  T.  C.  Goich. 

Reluctantly  leaving  this  gallery,  we  enter  the 
large  building  where  Mr.  Abrahams,  of  the 
“Little  Wonder”  Bazaar  (of  London),  exhibits 
some  really  beautiful  specimens  of  shells,  &c., 
suitable  for  presents.  Adjoining  this  stall  is 
Messrs.  W.  Hearder  and  Son’s,  of  Plymouth,  who 
exhibit  a large  and  choice  assortment  of  tackle, 
both  for  sea  and  river  fishing,  and  the  visitor 
will  find  an  hour  pass  very  pleasantly  in  inspect- 
ing some  of  this  firm’s  latest  improvements  for 
the  capture  of  sea  fish.  The  net-making  machine, 
the  steam  capstan,  and  the  thousand-and-ono 
objects  of  interest,  must  perforce  be  left  for 
another  notice. 
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NOTES  ON  CANAL  FISHING. 


A GOOD  day’s  sport  is  often  to  be  met  with  in  a 
canal,  though  of  course  nine  out  of  every  ten 
anglers  prefer  to  fish  a running  stream,  as  it  is 
more  exciting,  and  necessitates  them  always  being 
on  the  alert,  for  when  they  have  once  thrown  in 
they  never  know  where  their  float  is  going  to 
signal  a bite.  A fish  may  take  the  bait  at  the 
top  or  the  tail  end  of  the  swim,  or  the  float  may 
have  gone  half  way  on  its  journey  before  a feed- 
ing fish  seizes  the  gentle  or  the  worm.  Thus  a 
river  angler  never  loses  sight  of  his  float  as  it 
works  towards  the  end  of  the  swim  ; but  when  a 
canal  is  Ashed  an  angler  finds  his  float  almost 
stationary,  especially  in  the  deep  parts  of  the 
water,  and  he  is  apt  after  a time  to  grow  weary  of 
keeping  up  the  requisite  strict  watch  on  it,  with 
the  result  in  many  cases  that,  just  as  he  has 
removed  his  attention  from  it,  a bite  takes  place 
and  he  strikes  too  late — just  as  the  float  is  coming 
up  again.  There  is,  however,  a great  deal  of 
pleasure  to  be  got  out  of  canal  fishing  when 
properly  followed  up,  and  I have  frequently  had 
some  fine  takes  when  fishing  a certain  length  of 
water  of  this  description.  1 must  nevertheless 
confess  that  there  is  an  absence  of  the  anticipation 
and  excitement  which  an  angler  feels  when  fish- 
ing a river  with  a good  sharp  stream  in  front  of 
him,  and,  although  canal  fish  offer  a decided 
resistance  when  an  attempt  is  made  to  haul  them 
out  of  their  native  element,  they  do  not  appear 
to  exercise  their  fighting  powers  to  the  extent 
a fair  sized  river  fish  does.  There  is  one  fish, 
however,  inhabiting  canals  which  is  certainly 
very  plucky  and  determined.  I refer  to  the 
perch,  which  love  to  gambol  about  the  bridge 
holes  and  piles,  and  which,  when  hooked  up  to 
lib.  in  weight,  afford  an  angler  some  of  the 
prettiest  sport  imaginable.  I used  to  fish  for 
canal  perch  with  a hair  line,  and  it  was  a delight- 
ful amusement,  for  they  seemed  to  guess  the 
sort  of  line  I was  using  and  tugged  and  shot 
about,  now  for  this  patch  of  weeds  and  now  for 
that,  until  at  last  they  found  that  they  had  been 
unnecessarily  shortening  their  own  lives  by  the 
process  of  drowning,  as  I did  not  feel  at  all 
dismayed  at  the  capers  they  cut,  for  I was  using 
horsehair  which  was  a match  for  any  of  the 
black-striped  gentry.  I should  here  like  to  refer 
to  a singular  incident  which  happened  to  me 
whilst  perch  fishing  in  a canal  one  August  morn- 
ing. 1 hooked  a nice  lib.  fish,  and  after  I had 
played  it  out  and  was  drawing  it  towards  the 
net,  another  perch  rose  to  the  surface,  back  fin 
erect,  .and  made  several  savage  side  charges  at 
the  line,  but  it  did  not  succed  in  cutting  it.  The 
best  baits  for  canal  perch  are  worms,  well-scoured 
brandlings  for  instance,  and  the  angler  does  not 
want  to  fish  on  the  bottom.  He  will,  I tbink, 
do  better  if  the  float  is  so  lowered  as  to 
leave  the  bait  about  half  a foot  or  a foot  off  the 
bottom. 

The  principal  fish  to  be  found  in  canals  are 
roach,  bream,  perch,  pike,  tench,  carp,  and  eels, 
and  I know  of  one  canal  in  Nottinghamshire 
which  used  to  hold  large  numbers  of  fine 
gudgeon,  and  three  or  four  dozen  were  often 
caught  with  paste  in  an  evening’s  fishing,  and 
provided  a toothsome  breakfast  in  the  morning. 
There  is  some  excellent  fishing  in  the  Chichester 
Canal  and  the  Grand  Junction  Canal,  a portion 
of  which  at  Slough  is  rented  by  the  London 
Anglers’  Association.  Roach  fishing  in  a canal 
is  very  different  to  roach  fishing  in  a river.  The 
baits  may  be  said  to  be  different ; certainly  the 
tackle  should  be.  The  heavily-shotted  river  float 
should  be  replaced  by  a light  porcupine  or  crow 
cjuill.  The  latter  float  to  my  mind  is  the  most 
suitable  in  such  still  waters  as  one  finds  in  a 
canal,  though  of  course  the  first  mentioned  kind 
of  float  is  one  which  suits  the  purpose  very  well 
when  a lighter  float  cannot  be  obtained.  1 used 
to  obtain  some  excellent  quills  for  roach  fishing 
out  of  hen’s  wings,  whilst  the  wing  feather  of  a 
seagull  also  makes  a handy  float.  I have  one  in 
my  possession  at  the  present  time  which  I picked 
up  on  the  shore  at  Skegness  many  years  ago,  and 
the  line  still  accompanies  it  with  which  I used 
to  get  such  fine  baskets  of  roach  and  bream 
in  a canal  which  is  not  unknown  to  most  Trent 
anglers.  This  float  only  carries  one  cap.  I 
could,  if  1 chose,  rig  it  up  with  two  caps,  or  ring 
it  at  the  end,  and  place  a cap  on  the  quill  end  of 


the  float.  But  I like  the  float  best  with  one  cap, 
and  this  I place  at  the  end  of  it.  When  I strike 
I am  on  the  fish  in  an  instant,  because  the  line 
only  has  to  pass  through  the  sunken  end  of  the 
float,  and  the  strike  is  communicated  to  the 
submerged  length  of  gut  without  any  obstruc- 
tion whatever.  It  is  a clean  strike,  and  a deadly 
way  of  fishing  in  quiet,  deep  waters,  such 
as  the  angler  comes  across  in  the  canal.  A 
roach-pole,  a hair  line,  and  a crow  quill,  what 
chance  do  the  feeding  roach  stand  ? The  Lea 
angler  in  many  cases  uses  a heavier  float  than  is 
necessary,  and  I would  venture  to  say  that  where 
there  was  little  stream  the  one-capped  crow  quill 
would  take  the  prize.  There  is  nothing  more 
delicate,  nothing  more  natty  than  a hair-line  and 
one  of  those  floats  attached  to  a roach  pole  or  a 
Nottingham  rod.  Such  tackle  ought  to  prove 
one  too  many  for  even  such  a sagacious  fish  as  a 
Lea  roach.  However,  I must  not  be  too  one- 
sided in  my  opinions,  as  I am  reminded  that  a 
light  ledger  in  a canal  is  by  no  means  out  of  place. 
The  crafty  anglers  who  visit  Slough  and  Langley 
are  known  to  use  this  description  of  tackle  with 
considerable  success,  and  I can  only  add  that  I 
have  also  done  well  when  ledgering  in  a canal  for 
roach.  The  roach  vary  their  tastes  in  different 
canals.  In  some  parts  it  is  something  of  a 
piscatorial  miracle  to  take  a roach  with  any- 
thing but  a piece  of  paste,  whilst  gentles, 
worms,  paste,  and  cad-bait  are  appreciated  by 
feeding  roach  in  other  quarters.  Personally,  I 
like  to  fish  for  roach  with  paste  best,  and  when 
you  see  your  crow  quill  slowly  gliding  away,  you 
may  know  that  you  have  a pounder  to  deal  with 
on  your  hair  tackle.  It  is  therefore  scarcely 
necessary  to  impress  on  the  fisherman  that  to 
strike  hard  with  hair  tackle,  and  a one-pound  fish 
at  the  other  end,  is  a very  dangerous  thing,  inas- 
much as  the  hair  repudiates  being  jerked  about 
as  if  it  is  a clothes-line,  and  bids  you  a farewell.  It 
is  amusing  to  hear  an  angler  cursing  his  luck 
when  he  has  wantonly  destroyed  his  horsehair 
line.  “ I never  knew  any  good  of  horsehair  yet,” 
he  savagely  exclaims,  as  he  whips  out  his  winder 
and  puts  on  a gut  cast.  But  he  has  purely  and 
simply  lost  his  hair  line  in  the  strike.  This  is 
the  frequent  cause  of  a smash  when  hair-line 
fishing  ; the  fish,  be  it  roach  or  bream,  much  less 
frequently  carries  the  hook  off  in  showing  fight, 
and  anglers  cannot  reconcile  themselves  too  much 
to  the  fact  that  they  must  strike  delicately  yet 
firmly  enough  to  drive  the  hook  home.  As  to 
ground-bait,  the  “ cricket  balls  ” which  we  are 
wont  to  send  to  the  bottom  of  a tidal  river  or  a 
sharp  stream  would  be  out  of  place  in  a canal 
when  reaching.  The  ingredients  used  in  the 
ground-bait  need  not  be  changed,  but  instead  of 
hard  balls  of  bread  and  bran  being  put  into  the 
canal,  the  concoction  must  be  made  so  as  to  easily 
dissolve  and  separate.  Chewed  bread  is  a good 
ground-bait  when  paste  fishing. 

As  to  the  bream  and  tench,  worms  prove  as 
killing  as  anything  in  canals,  although  my 
experience  has  been  that  paste  in  August  fetches 
the  bream  up  in  a very  satisfactory  manner.  I 
like  to  work  a little  brown  sugar  or  honey  in  the 
paste,  and  then,  if  the  carp  are  about,  a pretty 
addition  is  not  unfrequently  made  to  the  basket 
of  the  canal  angler.  Float  tackle  seems  to  be 
more  in  vogue  for  bream  fishing  than  the  ledger  ; 
and  some  country  anglers  take  the  fish  with 
tackle  strong  enough  to  land  a shark.  I once 
saw  one  of  them  armed  with  a hook  which 
must  certainly  have  fallen  out  of  the  mouth  of  a 
cod  at  the  local  fishmonger’s.  It  was  wrapped 
on  a piece  of  steel  wire,  whilst,  curiously  enough, 
the  upper  part  of  the  line  was  composed  of  not 
out-of-the-way  thick  gut.  In  regard  to  his  float, 
it  faithfully  resembled  a large  Dutch  top  I used 
to  possess.  Yet,  in  spite  of  such  tackle,  the 
canal  bream  did  not  fight  shy  of  some  well- 
scoured  brandlings  the  villager  then  had.  Tench 
thrive  well  in  canals,  and  outside  a bed  of  water- 
lilies  is  a good  spot  to  try  for  them.  In  the 
Slough  Canal  some  very  fine  tench,  I am  told, 
have  their  haunt,  and,  as  a member  of  the 
Anglers’  Association,  I am  looking  forward  to  a 
day  after  them  in  that  locality  shortly. 

Goosequill. 
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By  Rux. 

In  the  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  dated 
June  25,  a correspondent  has  asked  for  some 
information  respecting  the  fishing  to  be  had  in 
the  Isle  of  Man.  It  is  many  years  since  I had 
the  pleasure  of  visiting  the  fair  land  of  Mona, 
but  perhaps  the  following  up-to-date,  and,  I 
believe,  reliable  intelligence,  gleaned  from  a 
variety  of  authentic  sources,  may  be  of  some 
use  to  him. 

Within  a very  short  distance  of  the  town  of 
Douglas,  the  River  Glars  affords  some  fishing. 
This  stream  is,  however,  strictly  preserved  from 
the  Quarter  Bridge  to  Tromode.  From  Tromqde 
to  Baldwin  the  angling  is  free.  Port  Soderick 
river  is  worth  visiting,  and  is  only  three-quarters 
of  an  hour’s  walk  from  Douglas.  About  seven 
miles  by  train  from  Douglas  is  Kirk-Santon, 
situated  not  far  distant  from  the  banks  of  the 
above  river,  where  two  miles  of  good  free  trout 
fishing  can  be  obtained.  The  Silyerburn,  which 
runs  through  a very  charming  district,  is  near 
Ballasola,  and  generally  affords  sport.  Near 
Glen  Meay  are  two  very  popular  streams  with 
the  knights  of  the  rod— the  Rushen  and  Dalby. 
They  are  thirteen  miles  from  Douglas,  can  be 
reached  by  car,  and  the  upper  pools  are  very 
highly  recommended.  Besides  the  above,  there 
are  the  Peel  and  Glen  Helen  rivers  near  St.  John  s, 
Spruyt  Yane  and  Little  London  rivers  near 
Injebreck,  and  Ballaugh  stream.  Those  wishing 
to  spend  some  time  on  the  banks  of  this  river  and 
other  streamlets  in  the  vicinity  will  find  comfort- 
able quarters  in  the  village  of  Ballaugh.  We 
now  come  to  the  Sulby  river,  which,  without 
exception,  is  the  most  important  and  beautiful 
river  on  the  island.  It  passes  through  more 
than  ten  miles  of  country  on  its  -way  to  the  sea, 
so  from  that  the  visitor  can  form  his  own  opinion 
as  to  the  length  of  time  it  will  take  to  give  this 
stream  a fair  trial.  Although  not  absolutely 
necessary,  in  order  to  fish  the  Sulby  in  comfort, 
the  best  plan  the  angler  can  adopt  is  to  make  the 
thriving  town  of  Ramsey  his  headquarters. 
There  are  several  very  good  hotels,  of  which, 
perhaps,  the  Albert  is  the  best.  Lodgings  at 
moderate  rates  can  be  had  if  desired.  Other 
streams,  from  which  fair  baskets  of  trout  may 
be  taken,  are  the  Laxey  Glen  and  the  Glen  Roy. 
The  latter  is  by  far  the  better  of  the  two,  there 
being  several  miles  of  good  water  that  hold 
plenty  of  fine  trout.  Another  burn  that  is 
strongly  recommended  is  tlie  Rhenab,  ■which, 
flowing  at  the  lower  end  of  Glen  Mona,  is  but 
little  ‘fished,  and  affords  capital  trout  angling. 
Although  under  favourable  auspices  the  visiting 
fisherman  may  be  rewarded  for  his  time  and 
patience,  there  is  but  little  doubt  that  angling  in 
the  tarns  of  Mona  is  nothing  like  what  it  used  to 
be.  Many  of  the  streams  have  not  only  been 
over-fished,  but  also  poached  to  such  a degree 
that  the  denizens  of  the  deep  have  been  nearly 
exterminated,  whilst  in  others  the  lead  mines 
have  caused  similar  destruction.  Another  fact 
worth  noting  is  that  the  majority  of  the  streams  in 
the  Isle  of  Man  being  very  small,  are  not  generally 
in  proper  order  for  fishing.  The  water  frequently 
becomes  so  low  that  angling  is  practically  at  an 
end  till  rain  causes  a freshec.  Different  streams 
require  different  lures,  in  some  the  fish  pre- 
ferring the  artificial  fly,  in  others  the  tit-bit 
worm  bait.  A number  of  artificial  insects  are 
recommended  by  the  craft,  but  those  adapted 
for  Mona  waters  will  be  best  obtained  from  the 
local  artist,  Mr.  Armroyd,  who  resides  in  Douglas, 
and  is  mentioned  by  the  brotherhood  as  a pro- 
ficient in  Manx  fly  tying. 

W^e  will  now  turn  our  attention  to  the  sea- 
fishing available  in  Mona  salt  waters,  which  is 
plentiful  and  good,  and  affords  every  oppor- 
tunity tor  full  creels.  In  the  month  of  J uly  the 
fish  which  are  to  be  caught  are  various,  consisting 
of  mackerel,  gurnet,  codling,  coal-fish,  bollen,  Ac. 
To  ensure  sport  a boat  is  necessai'y,  and  the 
services  of  a boy  who  knows  the  ground  is  almost 
indispensable.  The  cost  of  the  boat  is  one  shilling 
per  hour,  and  that  of  the  lad  threepence  for  the 
same  length  of  time.  The  best  sport  will  be 
found  amongst  the  mackerel,  which  are  found  m 
considerable  numbers  along  the  shores  of  the 
Isle  of  Man.  Next  to  the  mackerel,  the  calig  or 
coal-fish  offers  the  most  inducement  to  the  fisher- 
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man.  'I'hey  are  frequently  caught  weighing  as 
much  as  :501b.  along  the  coast,  the  best  time  to 
operate  being  about  dark,  or  say  from  seven  till 
nine  p.m.  A variety  of  lures  are  had  recourse 
to  to  capture  the  calig,  the  most  killing  being 
sand-eel  bait,  although  some  prefer  an  artificial 
fly  tied  on  a No.  2 hook,  the  body  of  which  is 
composed  of  silver  tinsel,  with  one  feather,  about 
3in.  long,  from  underneath  the  wing  of  the  white 
gull.  The  month  of  August  is  considered  one  of 
the  best  seasons  of  the  year  for  deep  sea  fishing 
in  Douglas  and  Kamsey  Bays,  as  at  that  particular 
time  the  herring  boats  are  stationed  in  these 
inlets,  and  the  refuse  of  fish  which  is  thrown 
overboard  in  cleaning  the  nets  after  a night’s 
fishing  induces  the  fish  to  come  nearer  the  shore, 
where  they  will  find  an  abundance  of  food.  In 
the  above  bays  there  are  also  plenty  of  conger  eels, 
which,  although  not  the  very  cleanest  of  angling, 
afford  excellent  spoi't.  We  now  come  to  what  I 
may  term  the  last  on  the  list  of  Manx  sea  fish, 
viz.,  the  carp.  These  splendid  specimens  of  the 
piscine  species  are  found  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Port  St.  Mary,  Port  Erin,  and  Peel  during  the 
months  of  June,  July,  and  August.  They  visit 
the  Mona  coast  in  dense  shoals,  are  bold  and 
voracious  when  on  the  feed,  and,  if  properly 
equipped,  the  fisherman  may  expect  to  draw 
many  a tight  line.  Evening  is  the  best  time,  and 
twenty  yards  of  ordinary  sea-line,  with  5-0  or  6-0 
hooks  tied  on  with  gimp,  is  the  tackle  generally 
used.  The  average  weight  of  the  carp  is  from 
lib.  to  31b.,  and  as  many  as  twenty  dozen  have 
been  taken  by  one  boat  during  the  night. 

The  climate  of  the  island  is  mild  all  the  year 
round,  and  the  air  remarkably  pure  and  healthy, 
and,  owing  to  its  being  surrounded  by  an  ocean 
which  is  warmed  by  the  Gulf  Stream,  the  weather 
is  seldom  oppressively  hot  in  summer  or  very 
cold  in  winter. 

There  are  several  routes  by  which  the  fair  land 
of  Mona  may  be  reached,  the  most  popular  being 
that  between  Liverpool  and  Douglas,  a distance 
of  seventy-five  miles.  The  steamers  leave  the 
Mersey  every  day  except  Sunday  at  1 p.m.,  the 
cabin  fare  being  six  shillings,  or  a retiirn  ticket, 
available  for  two  months,  can  be  bought  for  the 
small  sum  of  half  a guinea.  Previous  to  the  Isle 
of  Man  becoming,  what  it  now  is,  a popular 
summer  resort,  living  was  very  cheap,  and  even 
now  it  is  possible  to  find  accommodation  at  a 
reasonable  figure.  Those,  however,  who  re(|uire 
luxuries  will  find  the  expense  about  the  same  as 
at  other  fashionable  watering  places.  Owing  to 
the  size  of  the  island,  which  is  only  thirty-three 
miles  long  by  twelve  miles  broad,  and  its  being 
traversed  by  a few  good  railways  and  excellent 
high  roads,  it  is  remarkably  easy  to  cover  its 
whole  extent.  Horses  and  conveyances  can  be 
had  at  moderate  charges,  so  the  tourist,  if  he  so 
desires,  can  enjoy  many  a delightful  drive.  In  so 
small  a compass,  there  is  a pleasant  variety  of  level 
and  upland,  hill  and  dale,  and  in  some  places  there 
are  wild,  and  in  others  lovely,  bits  of  scenery. 
Finer  sea  bathing  is  not  to  be  found  in  Her 
Majesty’s  dominions.  The  water  is  of  great 
strength  and  purity.  The  beaches  are  composed 
either  of  fine  hard  white  sand  or  small  variegated 
pebbles,  which  glisten  under  the  water  in  the 
sunlight,  while  the  sea  is  so  free  from  impurities 
that  the  bottom  is  distinctly  seen  at  a depth  of 
from  twenty  to  thirty  feet.  Irrespective  of 
fishing  and  boating,  during  his  pedestrian 
rambles  the  tourist  will  find  much  to  interest 
him.  The  island  is  intimately  associated  with 
the  earliest  conquests  of  Christianity  under  St. 
Patrick  himself,  and  it  is  in  a manner  studded  all 
over  with  stone  crosses  similar  to  those  in  the 
Land  of  Erin.  Neither  is  this  all  that  will  attract 
the  admiration  of  the  visitor  when  in  this  quaint 
little  country.  He  will  find  a language  still 
lingering  in  every  corner  as  unknown  as  Greek 
to  the  majority  of  British  globe-trotters,  with  old 
manners  and  customs  here  and  there,  car'rying 
him  back  to  the  past  generations  of  many 
hundred  years,  while  every  nook  and  corner  is 
associated  with  romantic  legends  and  ghost- tales. 
Mona  is  a little  kingdom  in  itself,  complete  with 
Governor,  Council,  and  House  of  Keys,  separate 
laws,  civil  and  ecclesiastical,  the  oldest  bishopric 
in  the  British  Isles,  and,  moreover,  a Tynwald 
Hill,  where  the  people  still  meet,  as  did  those  of 
the  ancient  Scandinavians,  as  far  back  as  history 
can  trace,  and  which  is  the  only  relic  of  the 
custom  that  remains  in  Europe.  Such  is  a brief 


sketch  of  the  fishing  and  a few  of  the  leading 
interesting  points  connected  with  Elian  Vannin 
Veg  Veen. 

“ ’Tis  Mona  the  lone  ! Where  the  silver  mist  gathers, 
Pale  shroud,  whence  our  wizard-chief  watches  unseen 
O’er  the  breezy,  the  bright,  the  loved  home  of  my 
fathers ; 

Oh  Mamnin,  my  graih  my  cree  ! Mamnin  Veg  Veen  ! ” 


WatoniEita 


I HAD  a pleasing  experience  the  other  day, 
catching  trout,  which  averaged  over  lib.,  in  a 
loch  1200  feet  above  the  sea.  It  is  very  rare  that 
at  this  level  one  can  find  fish  of  any  weight. 
Nine  years  ago  there  was  not  a fish  of  any  kind 
in  the  loch.  It  was  stocked  with  eggs  from 
Howietoun,  with  splendid  results.  One  fish  of 
61b.  has  been  taken  out  of  it.  My  largest  fish 
was  G^lb.  I rather  doubt  if  this  splendid 
average  will  be  maintained.  Lochs,  like  the  old 
fish-stews,  would  be  all  the  better  for  being 
emptied  occasionally,  left  fallow  for  a year,  and 
then  restocked.  


One  of  the  most  deadly  methods  of  fishing  for 
jack  at  this  time  of  year  is  the  paternoster,  and, 
simple  as  it  is,  very  few  people  seem  to  under- 
stand its  proper  use.  The  jack  lie  near  the  edge 
of  some  weedy  covert  whence  they  can  pounce 
out  on  baits  that  swim  by — of  course  I am 
speaking  of  summer  and  early  autumn.  The 
thing,  therefore,  not  to  do  is  to  unwind  a lot  of 
line,  cast  the  bait  out  into  the  middle  of  the 
river,  and  gi’adually  work  it  in  towards  one. 
That  may  answer  very  well  in  deep  quiet  reaches 
in  winter  time,  but  it  is  not  the  sort  of  fishing  to 
be  pursued  in  summer,  except  under  very  excep- 
tional circumstances.  The  thing  to  do,  rather,  is 
to  use  a 12ft.  or  13ft.  rod,  and  lower  the  pater- 
noster quietly  into  the  water,  just  by  the  side  of 
some  reed  or  weed-bed,  wait  a minute  or  two, 
and,  if  there  is  no  responsive  knock  at  the  end  of 
the  rod,  try  a little  further  on.  For  one  fish  out  in 
the  open  there  are  twenty  in  the  weeds,  and  the 
edges  of  reed  and  w'eed-beds  are  the  places  which 
should  be  most  carefully  fished. 


On  the  Thames  there  is  no  more  killing  method 
than  to  drift  down  stream  in  a punt  managed  by 
a skilful  waterman  and  fish  all  likely  places  with 
a paternoster.  Some  writers  advise  the  use  of  a 
sort  of  combination  paternoster,  bearing  on  one 
hook  a minnow,  on  another  a jack  bait,  and  on  a 
third  a worm  ; the  idea  being  that  if  you  don’t 
catch  one  kind  of  fish  you  will  catch  another. 
The  result  is  that  if  a jack  of  any  size  takes  the 
bait  the  two  remaining  hooks  will  be  certain  to 
catch  in  the  weeds,  and  the  pike  will  probably  be 
lost.  The  tackle,  if  strong  enough  for  jack,  is 
too  stout  for  perch,  and,  so  far  as  my  experience 
goes,  the  jack  bait  in  rivers  which  are  much 
fished  acts  as  a sort  of  scare  to  the  perch.  One 
can  hardly  expect  a perch  to  take  the  minnow 
when  a few  inches  further  up  the  line  is  a 
gudgeon  or  small  dace  hooked  by  the  nose  and 
vainly  struggling  to  get  free.  No ; the  angler 
should  not  hang  out  a sign  of  this  kind  to  inform 
the  perch  what  his  profession  is,  but,  if  the  water 
is  a bit  thick  and  the  angler  is  fishing  for  perch, 
there  is  not  much  objection  to  the  use  of  two 
hooks — one  baited  with  a small  gudgeon,  and  the 
other  baited  with  a worm.  If  he  is  fishing  for 
perch  in  a river  where  pike  are  plentiful,  he 
should  use  very  fine  gimp  for  the  hook  to  which 
the  gudgeon  is  attached. 

Yeky  little  is  heard  concerning  the  most  deadly 
method  of  catching  large  chub — by  which  I mean 
sinking  and  drawing  for  them  with  dead  frogs. 
In  many  respects  the  tackle  resembles  that  used 
for  pike,  but  the  rod  is  shorter,  the  hook  smaller, 
and,  of  course,  no  gimp  is  used.  A baiting 
needle  is  required,  which  is  put  in  at  the  frog’s 
mouth  and  out  at  its  tail,  and  the  lead  drawn 
into  its  stomach,  the  double  hook  forming  a fine 
pair  of  moustachios.  The  hind  legs  should  be 
tightly  tied  with  well  waxed  thread  on  to  the 
gut,  not  outstretched,  but  at  a comfortable  and 
easy  angle.  The  frog  is  of  course  killed  before 
any  of  these  operations  are  carried  out.  The 
tackle  should  be  fairly  strong,  the  trace  being  of 
what  tackle  makers  call  loch  trout  gut,  thougti  it 
is  far  too  stout  for  the  majority  of  loch  trout. 


The  rod  should  be  of  pleasantly  liglit  bamboo, 
with  large  rings,  and  the  running  line  should  be 
a fine  one.  The  bait  is  worked  in  exactly  the 
same  fashion  as  if  it  were  a gudgeon,  the  only 
exception  being  that  it  is  cast  in  the  haunts  of 
chub  and  not  in  the  haunts  of  pike.  One  may  in 
places  fish  from  the  bank,  dropping  the  frog  just 
over  the  edge,  letting  it  sink  to  the  bottom,  and 
drawing  it  up  once  or  twice.  Then  try  another 
place  it  one  does  not  have  a run.  When  fishing 
from  a boat  the  angler  should  kneel  in  the  stern 
and  cast  the  frog  with  an  underhand  sweep  of  the 
rod  as  far  under  the  branches  as  he  can,  letting 
the  bait  sink  nearly  to  the  bottom,  drawing  it  up 
once  or  twice.  As  the  frog  used  is  a large  one — 
about  as  big  as  a two-pound  chub  can  get  into 
its  mouth — it  is  not  desirable  to  strike  for  about 
fifteen  seconds  after  feeling  that  tightening  or 
running  out  of  the  line  w'hich  indicates  a fish. 
Some  of  the  very  largest  chub  are  caught  in  this 
fashion,  and  it  is  particularly  suitable  in  rivers 
like  the  Thames,'  where  there  is  a good  deal  of 
traffic,  and  the  fish,  instead  of  lying  near  the 
surface,  as  they  would  if  uudisturbed,  cruise 
about  the  bottom  in  search  of  food. 


One  of  the  largest  chub  I ever  caught  in  the 
Thames  fell  a victim  to  this  bait.  I was  fishing 
at  Harts  Lock,  the  group  of  islands  between 
Basildon  and  Pangbourne,  where  I suppose  in 
former  times  was  a weir.  At  one  spot  I was  ahle 
to  cast  right  over  a narrow  island  into  a stream 
on  the  other  side,  and  there  I came  upon  this  big 
fish.  It  came  at  the  frog  almost  as  it  touched 
the  water,  and  followed  it  down.  I landed  on 
the  island  to  play  him,  and  had  no  small  difficulty 
in  getting  him  into  the  landing  net  because  of 
the  weeds.  TEwrLAR. 


FISHING  FROM  A BRIDGE. 


A Correspondent  says  he  has  recently  joined 
an  angling  club,  and  several  of  his  brother 
members  tell  him  that  he  has  no  right  to  fish 
from  a bridge.  He  says  he  always  fished  from 
whatever  bridge  came  in  his  way  before  he  joined 
a club,  and  should  be  glad  of  our  opinion  as  to 
whether  anyone  can  stoj)  him.  This  question  has 
been  answered  in  our  columns,  we  believe,  on 
several  occasions.  The  fact  that  he  has  hitherto 
fished  from  roads  or  bridges  unmolested  does  not 
justify  him  in  doing  so  in  the  future.  For  his  in- 
formation we  quote  the  following  extract  from 
“ Oke’s  Fishery  Laws,”  by  J.  W.  Willis-Bund  : 

“The  question  of  the  ownership  of  the  soil 
and  the  decision  in  Reg.  v.  Pratt,  disposes  of  two 
points  that  are  frequently  raised,  namely,  if  a 
bridge  crosses  a river,  or  a road  runs  alongside 
a river,  have  the  public  a right  to  fish  from  the 
road  or  bridge  ? It  is  quite  clear  they  have  not. 
They  have  no  more  right  than  they  would  have 
to  take  the  fruit  from  a fruit  tree  in  a garden 
adjoining  a road.  They  have  the  right  to  use 
the  road  for  all  purposes  necessary  or  incidental 
for  the  purposes  of  locomotion,  but  they  have  no 
right  to  use  it  for  other  purposes  apart  from  those. 

“ The  same  rule  applies  to  a towing-path.  The 
fact  of  there  being  a towing-path  gives  the 
public  no  right  to  fish  from  it ; indeed,  it  may  be 
doubted  if  they  have  any  rights  there,  other  than 
to  use  the  towing-path  for  purposes  of  navigation. 

“In  the  same  way  the  public,  if  the  banks  of 
the  river  belong  to  the  owner  of  the  adjoining 
land,  have  no  right  from  the  banks,  although 
they  may  have  a right  to  fish  in  the  river.  They 
cannot  use  the  banks  either  for  angling  from  or  for 
drawing  their  nets,  or  for  any  purpose  connected 
with  fishing.  There  is,  it  is  true,  an  old  case  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  to  the  contrary,  but 
this  has  not  been  followed.  It  would  appear, 
however,  that  the  fishermen  of  a particular 
locality,  that  is,  a class  of  persons,  might  acquire 
such  right  by  long  user;  but  there  seems  to  be 
no  authority  for  saying  that  the  public,  qua 
public,  could  acquire  any  such  right.  Of  course, 
this  limits  the  right  of  the  public  to  use  a public 
fishery  most  materially,  as,  in  a great  many 
localities,  the  public  use  the  banks  of  the  river 
as  if  they  were  their  own,  but  this  is  usually  by 
sufferance  of  the  landowner,  not  by  virtue  of  any 
right ; and  there  would  seem  to  be  no  length  of 
time  by  which  the  public  could  acquire  this  right. 
At  any  time  the  landowner  may  forbid  it,  and 
proceed  against  the  persons  as  trespassers.” 
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NOTES  AND  EBFLECTIONS  ON 
ANGLING  AT  PULBOEOUGH. 


By  Clayr  Kenwal. 

[A%itlwr  of  “ Roach  Fishing  in  the  Lea  Style.”) 

On  each  of  the  many  occasions  that  I have 
travelled  to  the  pleasant  Sussex  village  of  Pul- 
Ijorough,  when  emerging  from  its  railway  station, 
which  stands  on  the  summit  of  a commanding 
ridge,  I have  paused  to  admire  the  broad  land- 
scape there  displayed  of  the  green  and  peaceful 
valley  of  the  Arun,  -with  the  long  chain  of  the 
downs  forming  a background  that  is  abruptly 
broken  on  the  left  at  the  point  known  as 
Chanctonbury  Ring.  Often  enough  at  such  times 
my  thoughts  have  stretched  far  back  into  the 
past,  and  rendered  honest  tribute  of  respect  to 
the  wisdom  of  those  ancient  Romans  who  chose 
this  site  for  one  of  their  military  stations ; for 
there  the  rising  ground  only  needed  their  disci- 
plined labour  to  transform  it  into  a stronghold, 
while  the  surrounding  country  and  the  Arun 
itself  doubtless  provided  sustenance  sufficient  for 
the  needs  of  those  hardy,  intrepid,  and  ingenious 
warriors.  As  it  is  recorded  that  they  appreciated 
the  mullet  and  trout  of  Britain,  it  may  be  safely 
inferred  that  the  favourite  river  of  latter-day 
London  anglers  had  its  share  in  earning  that 
piscatorial  reputation  for  these  islands;  consider- 
ing also,  that  centuries  after  the  Roman  occupa- 
tion Izaak  Walton  recorded  his  opinion  that  the 
county  of  Sussex,  through  which  the  greater 
part  of  the  Arun  flows,  “ abounds  more  with  fish 
than  any  in  this  nation.” 

It  is  much  to  be  doubted  whether  a passing 
thought  to  the  many  beauties  of  the  place  or  to 
its  highly  interesting  historical  associations  is 
ever  bestowed  by  more  than  a very  small  percent- 
age of  the  great  multitude  of  Londoners  who 
weekly  during  the  finer  months  make  this  fifty- 
mile  journey  from  the  metropolis,  and  rapidly 
wend  their  way  down  the  station  hill  in  hot  haste 
to  reach  their  swims ; and  yet  it  seems  to  me  that 
a due  appreciation  of  the  glories  of  our  native 
hills  and  dales,  and  a fair  acquaintance  with  the 
pages  of  “our  rough  island  story,” should  form 
part  of  the  mental  equipment  of  every  British 
angler,  if  only  to  supplement  his  satisfaction  on 
days  when  sport  is  good,  as  well  as  to  be  a solace 
when  empty  baskets  have  to  be  carried  back  to 
town. 

To  the  watchmaking  district  of  Clerkenwell 
belongs  the  honour  of  having  produced,  some 
thirty  years  since,  the  angling  pioneers  who  first 
brought  within  the  means  of  their  London 
brethren  the  piscatorial  resources  of  the  Arun, 
by  inducing  the  London,  Brighton,  and  South 
Coast  Railway  Company  to  run  cheap  excursions 
to  Pulborough  and  Amberley ; and  it  is  signifi- 
cant of  the  popularity  of  angling  among  the 
dwellers  in  our  great  city,  as  well  as  of  the  pro- 
lific character  of  the  rivers  Arun  and  Western 
Rother,  that  these  trips  are  more  patronised  now 
than  ever.  Veteran  anglers  may  be  still  found 
who  tell  fabulous  stories  of  the  fishing  to  be  had 
in  this  part  of  Sussex  before  it  became  so  gener- 
al ly  known,  and,  with  the  privilege  of  age,  un- 
favourably compare  the  present  times  with  the 
past,  when  a select  few,  with  bated  breath,  and 
forefingers  on  nose,  would  arrange  to  get  away 
together  unnoticed  on  Saturday  evenings,  and 
return  on  Sundays  laden  with  great  roach,  bream, 
and  carp  from  the  Arun,  that  w^ere  at  once  the 
wonder  and  envy  of  less  fortunate  fellow  club 
members.  But,  in  spite  of  some  recent  restric- 
tions by  landowners,  and  occasional  uncomfortable 
whispers  as  to  the  use  of  big  nets,  there  are  few 
districts  now  available  to  London  anglers  that 
afford  such  combined  advantages  of  good  sport, 
fine  scenery,  and  pure  air,  at  a cheap  rate. 

The  village  of  Pulborough  is  a particularly  long 
and  straggling  one,  but  very  trim  and  clean,  and 
inviting  to  pent-up  town  dwellers.  It  contains 
two  good  hotels,  the  Railway  and  the  Swan, 
besides  some  few  other  licensed  houses  and  a 
coffee  palace,  where  good  and  clean  board  and 
lodging  may  be  obtained  at  moderate  prices ; a 
statement  that  applies  equally  to  many  of  the 
cottages  and  private  dwelling  houses.  On  the 
whole,  bottom  fishermen  might  do  much  worse 
than  spend  a holiday  at  Pulborough,  because,  in 
addition  to  the  fishing  just  at  hand.  Amberley 
and  Billingshurst  on  the  Arun,  and  Fittleworth, 
Petworth,  and  Selham,  on  the  Rother,  are  easy 


of  access  from  Pulborough  Station,  which  is  a 
junction  ; and  all  afford  excellent  chance  of  good 
bags  in  the  right  season,  which,  for  the  Arun, 
may  be  approximately  stated  as  from  July  to 
October,  while  sport  with  pike  and  roach  in  the 
Rother  continues  through  the  winter  except 
during  heavy  floods.  Day  trips  may  also  be 
made  to  Littlehampton  whenever  a sniff  of  sea 
air  is  desired  for  a change ; thus  affording  a good 
opportunity  of  all-round  satisfaction  so  important 
to  anglers  who  are  also  family  men. 

The  Railway  Hotel  at  the  foot  of  the  before- 
mentioned  station  hill,  was  my  holiday  home  at 
Pulboroiigh  in  the  days  gone  by,  when  Host 
Grantham  held  sway ; and  some  of  my  most 
pleasant  recollections  are  connected  with  that 
hostelry,  which  has  of  late  been  much  altered 
and  enlarged.  Once  I spent  the  whole  of  the 
month  of  August  there,  and  in  many  subse- 
quent years  a fortnight  at  least  of  the  southern 
harvest  month  found  me  in  the  same  com- 
fortable quarters.  The  fishing  was  then  ex- 
cellent ; trays  of  fine  bream  and  roach 
forming  one  of  the  bar-parlour  attractions 
in  the  evenings  during  my  visits,  and  were  also 
the  means  of  inducing  many  acts  of  kindness 
towards  ine  on  the  part  of  the  custoiners  to  whom 
the  fish  were  generally  given.  Among  the  items 
thus  generously  bestowed  on  me  was  a bag  of 
best  new  wheat  for  bait  by  one  farmer,  permis- 
sion to  make  short  cuts  across  his  land  by 
another,  or  a lift  in  the  veterinary  surgeon’s  trap 
to  a cricket  match  at  a neighbouring  village. 
Even  the  formality  of  asking  permission  to  fish 
in  Sir  Walter,  then  Colonel,  Barttelot’s  private 
water  was  unnecessary  in  ray  case,  for  I was  luckily 
made  free  of  it  all  by  one  of  his  sous  on  holiday  from 
Eton,  who  one  day  watched  me  land  a good  fish. 
Some  of  the  prettiest  fishing  was  to  be  obtained 
in  the  meadow,  which  is  reached  by  passing 
under  the  arch  outside  the  railway  hotel,  turning 
sharp  to  the  left  and  over  a stone  bridge  just 
beyond  the  police  station,  and  looking  towards 
Hardham  Mill.  The  water  then  under  hand  is 
really  the  millstream,  and  many  an  eight  or  ten 
pcund  bag  of  fine  roach  have  I taken  there 
between  tea-time  and  dusk,  finishing  up  as  often 
as  not  with  one  or  two  good  bream.  It  was  here 
that  I first  tested  the  value  of  creed  wheat  as  a 
bait,  and  can  never  forget  my  satisfaction  with 
the  experiment.  White  paste  had  been  fairly 
effective  previously;  but  the  swims  in  which  a 
fair  sprinkling  of  the  wheat  mixed  with  the 
ordinary  bread  and  bran  had  been  thrown  in 
overnight  held  a fine  store  of  big  roach  the  next 
morning,  and  I had  a full  square  basketful  of 
them  by  breakfast  time ; the  same  sport  being 
repeated  with  little  variation  whenever  the  same 
method  of  baiting  was  employed.  It  was  an  old 
ostler  at  the  Railway  Hotel  to  whom  I was 
indebted  for  my  first  supply  of  properly  creed 
new  white  wheat,  and  ever  since  I have  had  the 
greatest  faith  in  that  cleanly  and  convenient  lure 
for  roach  and  bream  in  rivers  flowing  through 
corn-growing  districts.  Each  grain  of  new 
wheat,  when  correctly  prepared,  swells  to  the 
size  of  a pea,  and  shows  a straight  streak  of  the 
white  interior,  which  is  of  a much  more  glutinous 
nature  in  a recent  product  of  harvest,  tban  from 
old  long-stored  samples  usually  obtainable  from 
corn-chandlers,  although  this  latter  does  very 
well  for  ground-bait.  Even  for  that  purpose, 
however,  it  is  surpassed  by  the  rolled  or  crushed 
wheat  now  sold  for  porridge,  which,  when  creed, 
mixes  well  with  bran,  and  does  not  afford  such 
satisfying  mouthfuls  for  the  fish  as  whole  grains. 
The  grains  for  the  hook  should  be  first  soaked 
some  hours  in  cold  water,  and  then  placed  in  a 
slow  oven  to  stew  gently,  adding  more  water 
when  necessary,  for  the  wheat  should  not  be 
allowed  to  bake  or  burn,  nor  left  long  enough  to 
entirely  expose  the  interior  of  the  grain.  The 
best  method  of  baiting  with  one  grain  is  1o 
place  the  point  of  the  hook  in  at  the  top  of  the 
white  opening  and  work  it  round  so  tliat  the 
shank  lies  between  the  husk  and  what  it  incloses, 
and  the  point  just  comes  to  the  opening  before 
mentioned,  ready  to  penetrate  the  mouth  of  an 
adventurous  fish.  Those  anglers  who  place  this 
good  bait  on  the  hook  anyhow  and  leave  a sort  of 
shield  of  the  husk  about  the  point  and  barb  are 
generally  those  who  abuse  wheat  and  complain  of 
lost  bites  when  using  it.  I have  found  it  a good 
plan  to  ledger  with  a second  grain  on  the  shank 
of  a larger  hook  when  specimen  fish  were  about. 


using  the  same  care  in  fixing  one  of  the  grains  on 
the  point.  Those  anglers  who  cannot  obtain  the 
new  grain  for  hook  baits  by  making  interest  with 
farmers,  are  recommended  to  try  such  large 
seedsmen  as  Carter’s  or  Sutton’s  for  what  is 
known  as  “ sample  ” wheat.  I have  advisedly 
included  bream  as  within  the  sphere  of  influence 
of  wheat,  because  in  my  younger  days  I was  much 
infatuated  with  hair  for  lines,  and  ruefully 
remember  how  many  of  them  were  wrecked  by 
very  much  larger  fish  than  the  good  roach  that 
horsehair  and  wheat  helped  me  to  master.  Ledger- 
ing with  two  grains  of  wheat  as  previously  men- 
tioned often  accounts  for  the  best  of  bream  from 
the  Arun  and  other  waters. 

{To  be  continued). 


AN  AUTOPSY. 


By  Val  Conson. 

I KNOW  not  what  moved  me  to  stroll  down  for 
an  hour  or  two  to  the  open  bit  of  the  Wandle  at 
Oarshalton,  and  to  stuff  a reel  in  my  pocket  and 
take  a rod  with  me.  True  the  water  swarms 
with  fingerlings,  and  rarely  a sizeable  fish,  yet 
somehow  I could  not-  resist  the  temptation  of  a 
flick  at  running  water.  And  so  with  a Raley’s 
cast  case  in  one  pocket,  and  a paper  box  with 
some  Red,  Blue,  and  Olive  Quills,  and  the  inevit- 
able Whitchurch,  I betook  myself  to  the  waterside 
about  7.30  p.m.  The  water  was  shallow  as  usual 
and  gin  clear,  and  every  merry  little  trout  could 
be  distinctly  seen,  lying  in  wait  and  flipping 
down  the  flies  with  a quick  impatient  action.  Of 
an  extraordinary  honey  whiteness  are  these  trout, 
like  no  others  I ever  saw,  and  when  grassed  their 
clarity  is  even  more  noticeable  than  it  is  in  the 
water.  They  came  up  freely  enough,  but  very 
short,  to  the  proffered  Whitchurch ; and  it  was 
some  minutes  ere  I got  one  to  fasten.  Game, 
hard-fighting,  jumping  fish  are  these  Wandle 
trout  when  hooked — a result  of  their  shallow, 
open,  not  very  deeply  weeded  habitat.  As  I 
approached  the  railway  arch  I saw  a fish  rising 
close  up  against  the  wall  on  my  side,  and,  putting 
a Red  Quill  lightly  to  him,  was  pleased  to  find 
myself  fast  in  a sizeable  trout;  and  before  many 
minutes  I had  stranded  him  on  a shallow  bit  of 
shore  and  lifted  him  out  of  the  water  with  my  foot. 

Before  I went  to  bed  the  contents  of  his 
stomach  were  squeezed  out  into  a glass  of  water, 
and  I spent  an  interested  hour  next  morning  in 
examining  them  in  detail. 

There  were  anumber  of  the  ordinary  brown  water- 
snails,  in  various  stages  of  digestion,  and  some 
delicate  little  peaked  shells,  shaped  like  a cap  of 
liberty,  with  no  spiral  in  them,  like  a limpet  with 
a bent  point.  Curiously  enough,  there  was  not 
a single  caddis,  but  there  was  the  remains  of  a 
bank  bee  and  two  ladybirds.  The  main  mass, 
however,  when  stirred,  separated  up  into  a number 
of  flies  and  creepers.  The  great  bulk  were  the 
shucks  or  bodies  of  a long  gnat,  which  would 
be  perfectly  imitated  by  the  Grey  Quill.  There 
were,  moreover,  three  flies  of  similar  type,  but 
of  bodies  of  the  most  extraordinarily  brilliant 
and  glassy  deep  green  hue,  with  darker  ribbing. 
I never  saw  the  like  before.  The  legs  were  of 
a paler  and  opaquer  green.  A brilliant  Green 
Quill  might  imitate  them  well.  I got  the  colour, 
however,  exactly  with  some  pea-green  floss.  I 
dressed  a couple  of  patterns  on  long  00  hooks, 
with  rib  of  yellow  tying  silk  well  waxed,  and  a 
very  short-fibred  hackle  of  pale  blue,  dyed  light 
olive,  and  gave  them  to  a friend  to  try.  There 
were  several  creepers  of  a pale  yellow  liue — pale 
WateryDun  perhaps — others  stouter  and  stockier, 
the  very  moral  of  a hare’s  ear  of  a rather  pale 
type,  with  stumpy  little  dark  wing  covers.  I 
can  now  understand  the  invention  of  the  Hare's 
Ear,  and  why  some  H-ampshire  anglers  use  no 
other  dun  throughout  the  season.  There  were 
some  other  creepers  of  upwinged  duns,  one  of 
them  of  a ruddy  hue,  something  like  the  hair 
of  a liver-coloured  spaniel ; but,  singularly 
enough,  not  a single  matured  upwinged  dun 
(though  they  were  coming  up  freely  from  the 
water),  and  not  a single  caddis  fly  of  any  species. 
The  fish  in  question  may  have  been  a specialist, 
with  no  fancy  for  the  common  run  of  ephemeridre 
and  phrygandiaj,  but  he  was  fat  and  in  lovely 
condition,  and  it  is  difficult  to  explain  the 
severely  limited  character  of  the  contents  of  his 
stomach. 
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ANGLING  FIXTURES. 

August  6.  

Albert:  Match  at  Pulborough. 

Battersea  Friendly  : Eoving  Match. 

North-East  Brothers  : Match  at  Cheshunt. 

August  8. 

City  of  London  : Match  at  Harlow. 

August  9. 

Walton  Tercentenary  Luncheon  at  Broxbourne. 

Tickets  3s.  Lunch  at  two  o’clock. 

Walworth  Waltonians  : Match  at  Pulborough. 

August  10. 

Norlands  : Outing  to  Langley. 

August  11. 

Anglers’  Benevolent : Committee  meeting. 

August  12. 

Holiday  and  Walton  Number  of  Fishing  Gazette. 
Price  2d. 

Copenhagen  : Outing  to  Harlington. 


Aug.  13, — Bermondsey  Brothers  : Match. 

,,  13. — Bloomsbury  Brothers : Match  at  Slough 

Canal. 

„ 13. — Brompton  : Match  at  Yalding. 

,,  13. — Competition  in  Slough  Canal  for  benefit  of 

sufferers  in  Skegness  disaster. 

,,  13. — Peckham  Brothers  : Match. 

,,  13. — Phoenix  : Prize  outing  (two  days). 

,,  13. — West  Ham  : Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 

,,  14. — Blackfriars  : Visit. 

,,  14. — Convivial : Visit. 

„ 15. — Waggoners  : Visit. 

,,  16. — Amicable  Brothers  : Roving  match. 

,,  20. — Amicable  Brothers : Outing  to  Amberley. 

,,  20. — Bostonians  : Match  at  Pangbourne. 

„ 20. — Horseferry  : Match. 

,,  20. — Pixie  : Match  at  Egham. 

,,  20. — Waggoners  : Match. 

„ 21. — Globe  : Smoking  Concert. 

,,  21. — Good  Intent : Dinner  at  Eye  House. 

,,  24. — West  London  : Match. 

,,  27. — West  London  : Match. 

„ 28. — Westminster  : Match  at  Horley. 


TIDE  TABLES. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below. 

^30  min.  for  Chelsea.  ^55  min.  for  Kew. 

HO  ,,  ,,  Putney.  w5  ,,  ,,  Richmond. 

Add -<45  ,,  ,,  Hammer-  Add-<80  ,,  ,,  Twicken- 

/ smith.  I ham. 

'^50  ,,  ,,  Barnes.  ^85  ,,  ,,  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of 

High  Water 

at  London 

Bridge. 

Saturday.  Auo-.  5 

Morning. 

...  6.42  

Evening. 

7.  G 

Sunday,  ,, 

Monday,  ,, 

Tuesday,  ,, 

Wednesday,  ,, 

6 

...  7.31  

8.  1 

7 

...  8.33  

9.11 

8 

...  9 53  

10.36 

9 

...  11.20  

Thursday,  ,, 
Friday. 

10  

...  0.  2 

0.36 

11  

...  1.  6 

1.35 

High  Water  at  Amberlet  and  Pulborough. 

Morning.  Evening 

Saturday,  Aug.  5 7.22  7.46 

Sunday,  ,,  6 8.11  8 41 

Monday,  „ 7 9.13  9.51 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley. 

Pulborough  will  be  two  hours  forty  minutes  later. 


JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAT. 


The  “ gentle  angler  ” is  proverbially  kind-hearted, 
and  it  must  be  very  gratifying  to  Mr.  E.  Hurren,  chair- 
man of  the  Clapton  Park  Club  and  Institute,  to  find 
that  such  a hearty  response  is  being  made  to  the  appeal 
for  funds  on  behalf  of  the  eight  widows  and  thirty 
children  who  have  been  left  to  mourn  the  loss  of  the  ten 
members  who  perished  in  the  recent  Skegness  disaster. 
Mr.  Eennell,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Clapton  Angling  Society, 
is  striving  his  utmost  to  raise  a substantial  sum  for  this 
praiseworthy  object,  and  it  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that 
letters  of  sympathy,  which,  of  course,  are  very  accep- 
table, may  be  accompanied,  wherever  possible,  with  a 
subscription,  and  that  the  London  angling  clubs  will 
render  every  assistance  in  their  power. 

* * * * * « 

We  have  been  favoured  with  a copy  of  the  rules  of 
the  Dipping  Angling  Preseivation  Society,  from  which 
we  gather  that  it  was  “ established  in  1868,  having  for 
its  object  the  suppression  of  illegal  methods  of  taking 
fish,  and  the  improvement  of  fishing  generally  in 
the  waters  of  tbe  Dipping.”  The  society  has 
achieved  the  object  for  which  it  was  founded,  and  its 
success  is  no  small  degree  due  to  the  name  of  “ Cobbold  ” 
and  the  energetic  hon.  sec.  Mr.  W.  C.  S.  Edgecombe. 
We  wish  this  society  continued  success. 

****** 

Mr.  Eitchie,  chairman  and  managing  director  of 
the  Eoyal  Aquarium  Summer  and  Winter  Garden 


Society,  Limited,  is  to  be  complimented  upon  the  favour- 
able aspect  of  the  society’s  funds.  The  balance  sheet 
for  the  half  year  ended  Juno  30  shows  a gross  profit  of 
dB9350  8s.  7d.,  being  at  the  rate  of  over  6 per  cent,  per 
annum  net  profit.  As  the  success  has  been  acquired 
during  one  of  tbe  most  generally  unremunerative  seasons 
known  to  the  theatrical  world,  it  may  reasonably  be 
hoped  that  the  concluding  six  months  of  the  year  will 
be  at  least  as  favourable.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
“ Eoyal  Aquarium  ” is  bravely  sustaining  its  reputation 
as  a “ popular  resort.” 

****** 

An  up-to-date  correspondent  “ wants  to  know  ” where 
the  last  centenary  of  Izaak  Walton  was  celebrated — on 
the  Lea  or  at  the  Potteries.  We  will  look  through  the 
back  numbers  of  the  Fishinij  Gazette  during  the  “ Bank  ” 
holiday,  and  try  and  settle  it  for  him.  He  also  “ wants 
to  know”  if  the  “ M.  M.”  sauce  is  the  Mr.  Marston 
Sauce.  What  sauce ! All  I know  is  that  he  “ has  it  in 
his  houses,”  and  that  John  Burgess  and  Son  have  all 
their  work  to  complete  the  orders  now  that  anglers  have 
tasted  the  M.  M.  Savoy  pickle  ! 

****** 

A SPLENDID  lot  of  roach  have  been  caught  in  the 
preserved  water  at  Stowmarket  during  the  last  fort- 
night. Since  the  middle  of  July  many  fish  have  been 
taken  over  11b.,  and  on  Saturday  afternoon  George 
Goddard  secured  five  fish  weighing  31b.  9^oz.  The 
Association  purchased  2G0  tench,  which  they  turned 
into  the  river  last  week. 

****** 

Those  of  our  readers  who  have  not  yet  decided  where 
to  spend  their  holidays  (be  they  fly  fishermen,  coarse 
fishermen,  or  sea,  fishermen)  will  be  thoroughly  repaid 
by  a visit  to  Cornwall.  It  is  a long  ride ; but  the 
scenery  through  which  the  tourist  is  conveyed  by  the 
excellent  service  of  trains  run  by  the  G.W.R.  from 
Paddington  to  Penzance  is  simply  delightful,  and  would 
be  difficult  to  surpass  in  any  county  in  England.  The 
exhibition  at  Truro  will  remain  open  until  Aug.  16,  so 
that  visitors  have  yet  time  to  be  present  at  the  five 
remaining  lectures  on  subjects  of  vital  interest  to  all 
anglers  by  sea  or  river.  Within  easy  distance  of  Truro 
(after  viewing  the  largest  and  most  varied  assortment  of 
fishing  tackle  that  was  ever  shown  at  an  exhibition  by 
William  Hoarder  and  Sons),  is  Plymouth,  where,  we  are 
told,  bass  are  taking  artificial  bait,  and  that,  by  using 
squid  or  pilchard,  they  are  being  got  up  to  71b.  ; grey 
mullet  are  plentiful  ; and  mackerel  being  taken  close  in 
shore  by  whiffing  with  the  silver  spinner  ; and  pollack 
of  31b.  and  41b.,  by  using  the  red  indiarubber  sand-eel. 
Who’s  off  to  the  land  of  “ Fish,  tin,  and  copper  P” 
****** 

In  connection  with  the  Cornwall  County  Fisheries 
Exhibition  (July  25  to  August  16),  twelve  lectures  will 
be  delivered  in  the  public  buildings,  Truro,  on  subjects 
closely  connected  with  the  fishing  industry. 

****** 

Fish  of  over  201b.  are  by  no  means  rare  in  New 
Zealand.  One  fish  left  in  a back-water,  when  the  Sel- 
wyn  river  (Canterbury,  South  Island  of  New  Zealand) 
ran  down  after  a flood,  was  brought  to  the  scales,  and, 
as  they  could  not  weigh  the  fish  whole,  it  was  cleaned, 
the  head  and  tail  cut  off,  after  which  operation  the  fish 
weighed  361b.  Trout  over  51b.  seldom  take  the  fly. 
Most  of  the  large  fish  take  a grasshopper,  native  fish, 
or  artificial  minnow. 

****** 

The  third  edition  (enlarged  and  revised)  of  “ Eed 
Palmer,”  a Practical  Treatise  on  Fly-fishing,  is  in  the 
press,  and  will  be  ready  shortly.  Price  Is.  fid.  By  the 
same  author,  ‘‘  A Guide  to  the  Business  of  Public 
Meetings,”  price  2s.  6d.,  will  shortly  be  published. 
There  should  be  a large  demand  for  these  two  works, 
and  no  angling  club  library  will  be  complete  without 
them.  Address  T.  Tayler,  65,  Hazleville-road,  Hornsey 
Rise,  London,  W. 

****** 

Mr.  Macdermott,  fishing  at  Selham  on  Saturday 
afternoon,  took  sixteen  good  roach,  while  the  mill  was 
in  motion  (one  going  l|lb.).  On  Sunday  evening  he 
noticed  two  anglers  who  were  conveying  their  captures 
to  town  in  potato  sacks  ! Surely  this  is  a good  season 
for  Pulborough. 

****** 

Shooting  men  and  fishing  men  use  flasks — the  former 
to  “ keep  their  powder  dry,”  the  latter  to  keep  it  wet. 
Mr.  Fisher,  of  188,  Strand,  London,  has  long  since  made 
the  angler  familiar  with  his  shilling  flask — half  leather 
and  screw-top — and  a most  serviceable  flask  it  it.  The 
latest  introduction  of  this  celebrated  firm  is  the 
“ Angler’s  Flask.”  It  is  called  the  “ crystal,”  and  having 
no  leather,  the  contents  may  be  seen  at  a glance.  The 
cup  is  of  german  silver,  gilt  inside,  and  the  screw-top  is 
superseded  by  a most  ingenious  “ bayonet  catch.”  For 
elegance,  utility,  and  cleanliness  these  flasks  would  be 
difficult  to  surpass,  and  are  made  in  sizes  to  hold  from 
one-twelfth  of  a pint  to  a pint,  at  prices  ranging  from 
10s.  to  22a.  An  inspection  is  invited  by  Mr.  Fisher,  188, 
Strand. 

****** 

Two  roach  were  shown  at  Mr.  Duke’s,  Timberley,  on 
July  29.  The  first  turned  the  scale  at  21b.  when  taken 
by  Mr.  J.  Harman,  and  the  other  Iflb.,  byF.  Malcom. 
****** 

The  Eagle  Angling  Society’s  prize  list  for  the  current 
season  is  to  hand,  the  first  item  on  which  is  a Bank 
Holiday  outing  for  half-guinea  prizes  (jack  barred).  If 
there  is  any  benefit  in  leaving  the  small  jack  in  to  grow 
bigger,  this  club  are  wise.  August  is  a bit  too  soon  to 
go  “jacking.”  The  last  item  on  tbe  two-page  list  of 
guineas  and  half-guineas  is  one  given  by  Mr.  Miles — 100 
yards  of  beat  silk  line  for  best  chub  over  21b.  The 


secretary  of  this  club,  Mr.  Duncan  Sharland,  is  following 
in  the  footsteps  of  the  late  secretary  of  this  uji-to  date 
club. 

• * , * * * * 

Mr.  Dutch  (water-bailiff)  writes  us  that  a 41b.  bream 
has  been  taken  in  tbe  Magnum  Water,  belonging  to  Mr. 
Wells,  Railway  Tavern,  St.  Margaret’s,  by  William 
Barrington,  of  the  Hoxton  Brothers.  Also  that  a 31b. 
tench  has  been  taken  from  the  ‘ Broad  Water”  of  the 
Lea. 

****** 

“An  Amateur  Angler  ” reminds  us  that  good  fly- 
fishing may  be  had  near  Chester  by  applying  at  Mr. 
Owen’s,  Green  Hotel,  Llangedwn,  where  good  fishing 
and  every  accommodation  may  be  obtained. 

****** 

On  the  Bure,  at  Cottishall,  a lady  has  taken  30ib.  of 
good  roach,  two  of  them  close  upon  21b.  each. 

****** 

Messrs.  Bell  and  Prichard,  of  2,  Ludgate-circus, 
are  the  makers  of  a Norfolk  jacket  which  anglers  would 
do  well  to  use.  All  the  latest  improvements  are  intro- 
duced ; it  is  literally  studded  with  pockets  ; is  made  of 
all  wool,  and  thoroughly  shrunk.  The  price  of  this 
desirable  jacket  (without  which  a fisherman’s  outfit 
must  be  considered  incomplete)  is  only  25s. 

****** 

Just  now  turbot  is  cheap.  A cut  from  a large  fish  is 
better  than  a small  whole  one.  Two  or  three  pounds 
from  a large  turbot  make  a nice  dish.  Boil  it  from 
twenty  minutes  to  half  an  hour,  according  to  thickness. 
Put  the  fish  on  to  cook  in  cold  water  ; add  one  dessert 
spoonful  of  vinegar  to  every  pint  of  water,  also  a little 
salt.  Serve  with  shrimp  sauce  or  melted  butter. 
****** 

No  good  fish-breeding  can  be  done  in  ponds  unless 
they  are  drained  dry  from  time  to  time,  and  authorities 
are  agreed  that  the  oftener  it  is  done  the  better  for  the 
fish.  If  ponds  are  left  to  themselves  and  never  drained 
out,  not  only  will  the  fish  not  thrive  in  them,  but  they 
will  almost  cease  to  breed  and  increase  neither  in 
number  nor  size,  no  matter  how  much  attention  they 
receive. 

****** 

“On  July  30  a well-known  Deptford  angler,”  says 
“ Ajax,”  “ had  a terrible  encounter  with  a pike  at  Salem. 
He  was  fishing  from  the  bank,  when  suddenly  a monster 
fish  came  into  his  swim.  He  at  once  put  out  a bait, 
and  succeeded  in  hooking  him.  The  next  thing  was  to 
land  him  (his  head  being  too  large  for  the  net).  After 
calling  for  assistance,  which  never  came,  he  tied  him  to 
a post,  and  went  in  search  of  a pitchfork  at  a farm  close 
by  ; but  on  his  return  the  fish  had  broken  away,  and 
must  have  weighed  at  least  301b.”  The  tackle  was  not 
at  fault  in  this  instance.  Fish  (?)  which  are  too  large 
for  ordinary  landing  should  be  tied  up  with  good  stout 
tanned  conger  line  (from  Hoarder,  of  Plymouth),  and 
there  would  be  less  bad  Latin  and  French  indulged  in 
while  in  search  of  the  Dragnet. 


The  best  thing  going — an  unwelcome  guest. 

Evert  angler  knows  how  good  he  would  be  were  he 
some  other  fellow. 

If  some  anglers  waited  to  be  struck  with  an  idea  they 
would  never  be  hit. 

Although  an  angler  is  human,  it  is  hard  at  times  to 
divine  his  motives. 

Good  news  for  fence  finders.  A barking  dog  never 
bites — when  he’s  barking  1 

You  can  never  tell  the  quality  of  an  angler’s  heart 
by  the  fit  of  his  clothes  or  the  rod  he  carries. 

There  are  some  things  a little  angler  can't  do  ; but 
he  can  catch  just  as  big  a cold  as  a giant  angler. 

Lecturer:  “ Take  tbe  fish  and  wash  it  well.”  Pupil: 
“ Well,  that  is  funny  ! Fancy  having  to  wash  a fish  that 
has  lived  all  its  life  in  the  water  ! ” 

Mrs.  Eod  : “Would  your  husband  leave  you  very 
much  if  he  were  to  die  ? ” Mrs.  Reel : “ Not  much 

more  than  now.  He  leaves  me  six  nights  out  of  seven 
as  it  is.” 

Traveller  : “ Do  you  want  anything  in  my  line  to- 
day, sir?  My  line  is  ” Shopkeeper  (savagely): 

“Your  line  is  to  h:ok  it!”  Traveller:  “Yes,  it  is, 
sir,  so  to  say.  My  line  is  fishing  lines,  sir  ! ” 

The  seal  ring  worn  by  the  Pope,  and  used  by  him  on 
official  documents  to  which  his  signature  is  attached, 
has  on  it  the  engraving  of  a fish  with  the  cipher  of  the 
wearer.  Since  the  thirteenth  century  every  Pope  has 
worn  a ring  of  this  character,  and  it  is  shattered  with 
a hammer  when  the  bearer  dies. 

Privileged  Keeper  (to  member  of  fishing  club,  of 
profuse  and  ruddy  locks,  who  is  just  about  to  try  for  the 
big  trout — a very  wary  fish)  ; “ Keep  yer  head  down, 
sir,  keep  yer  head  down!”  (Becoming  exasperated): 
“ Bless  the  man  ! Keep  yer  head  down  ! You  might 
as  well  come  with  a torch-light  procession  to  take  a 
fish  ! ” 

In  the  North  we  have  deep-water  ducks  and  “ mar.sh 
ducks.”  In  the  South  the  latter  are  called  “ puddle 
ducks.”  The  bluebills  of  the  North  are  called  “grey- 
backs”  in  Texas,  and  are  also  called  “do-grees.”  I 
couldn’t  figure  out  that  last  name  for  a while,  till  t 
occurred  to  me  that  it  meant  dos  gris — Galveston 
French  for  “ grey  back.”  The  latter  seems  the  general 
Southern  or  Texas  name  for  the  bluebill.  Even  more 
puzzling  was  the  term  “pull-does,”  which  I found  was 
the  common  name  for  our  mud  hens  in  the  South.  Yet 
when  you  think  of  the  French  poule.  d’eau,’’  or  “ water 
hen,”  the  rest  is  easy. — Forest  and  Stream. 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  Friday  evening  last  the  prizes  won  in  the  late 
contest  in  connection  with  the  Birmingham  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society  were  distributed  at  the  Birmingham 
Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield.  The  distribution  of  prizes 
was  preceded  by  the  usual  vocal  and  instrumental 
concert,  which  was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  the  large 
number  of  members  and  friends  who  were  present.  Mr. 
T.  Coles  presided,  and  carried  out  the  programme  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  After  the  concert,  the 
prizes,  which  numbered  twenty^one  very  useful  and 
ornamental  articles,  were  distributed  to  the  successful 
competitors,  who  were  well  pleased  with  what  they 
received.  The  chairman  spoke  to  the  success  of  the 
contest,  and  informed  the  meeting  that  about  .£8 
remained  after  paying  the  whole  of  the  expenses,  to  be 
placed  to  the  credit  of  the  society.  A vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chairman  brought  the  evening  to  a close. 

I am  requested  on  behalf  of  the  committee  to  thank 
the  clubs  and  members  for  their  support  given  to  the 
Benevolent  Society  by  giving  the  prizes  for  the  late 
contest.  The  next  contest  in  connection  with  this 
society  will  take  place  early  in  October. 

The  Oxford  Association,  which  have  recently  become 
affiliated  with  the  Provincial  Association,  have  had  the 
fares  arraneed  to  the  stations  they  desire  to  travel  to 
on  the  G.W.E.  Co.’s  lines,  and  the  cards  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  printer  ; the  Oxford  members  will  be  in  a 
position  to  use  the  cards  by  Monday  next. 

I am  sorry  to  record  the  death  of  Mr.  Charles  Little- 
bales,  a member  of  the  St.  George’s  and  Eose  and 
Crown  societies,  and  greatly  respected  by  a large 
number  of  anglers  in  and  out  of  Birmingham. 

The  Edgbaston  Eeservoir  is  now  open  for  public 
fishing. 

The  Highgate  Park  Club  fish  their  annual  contest  at 
Evesham  on  Tuesday  next,  Aug.  8;  fare  from  Camp 
Hill,  2s.  (id. 

A test  question  is  to  be  made  between  the  landowners 
and  the  Midland  Eailway  Company  respecting  the  right 
of  fishing  the  Myra  Canal  at  Stoke  Golding. 

The  Spring  Hill  Club  have  decided  to  fish  their 
annual  contest  at  Fazeley  on  Aug.  20  next. 


FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

Despite  the  occasional  showers  of  the  past  week,  sport 
with  the  fly  has  been  rather  poor,  owing  to  the  low  state 
of  the  waters,  though  grayling  have  risen  fairly  well. 
At  evening,  it  is  true,  a few  good  trout  have  fallen  both 
to  fly  and  the  natural  minnow,  but  as  a rule  it  is  good 
grayling  that  have  fallen  victims  to  the  former  lure.  By 
fishing  late,  however,  some  good  trout  have  been  taken 
with  the  fly,  though  owing  to  the  extremely  cold  nights, 
comparatively  speaking,  the  fish  have  risen  badly  in  the 
early  morning.  The  killing  flies,  ro  far  as  fly  has  been 
successful,  have  been  Yellow  and  Ash  Duns,  Black  Gnat, 
Grey  Quill,  and  small  Brown  and  Eed  Spinners. 
Alatters  in  Dovedale  have  been  quiet,  owing  to  the  low 
state  of  the  water,  though  with  the  present  climatic 
conditions,  sunshine  and  showers  alternating,  some 
very  fair  work  has  been  done.  “ Duns  ” — the 
various  varieties— have  been  the  most  killing  flies. 
In  the  Trent,  though  the  weed  has  been  troublesome, 
it  is  now  much  diminished  in  quantity,  and  sport  has,  on 
the  whole,  been  fair.  Barbel  fishing  has,  however, 
fallen  OS’  in  the  Derbyshire  lengths,  and  fly-fishing  for 
chub  and  dace  has  yielded  only  moderate  results.  The 
best  all-round  bait  has  been  worm.  I have  seen  several 
excellent  baskets  of  late  made  with  this  lure,  particularly 
in  the  Weston  reach,  one  angler  having  141b.  roach  and 
dace  on  Thursday  last,  about  the  same  on  Saturday,  and 
yesterday  over  201b.  of  roach,  dace,  chub,  perch,  and 
one  bream,  ten  of  the  perch  weighed  from  fib.  down- 
wards. Fine  tackle  should  be  used,  as  the  fish  are  very 
shy.  The  large  chub  seem  to  be  in  the  deeps,  though 
late  in  the  evening  they  move  towards  the  shallows. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE'. 

The  conditions  for  angling  in  the  Fen  District  remain 
unchanged  from  last  week,  and,  given  fine  weather. 
Bank  Holiday  anglers,  who  are  expected  to  visit  the 
Boston  district  in  shoals,  will,  undoubtedly,  have  a fine 
time  of  it,  as  recently  most  of  the  waters  have  been 
yielding  extraordinary  heavy  baskets  of  fish.  Sheffielders 
especially  have  done  uncommonly  well.  The  most 
successful  this  week  were  Mr.  J.  Gibbitas,  who  took 
501b.,  chiefly  bream,  near  Eastville,  and  Mr.  E.  Shaw 
got  301b.  (mixed),  and  Mr.  J.  Furniss  241b.  from  the 
Bargate  Drain.  Other  good  takes  are  reported  by  Mr. 
W.  Newbould,  331b.  ; H.  Hirst,  30lb.  ; J.  Wilkinson, 
201b. ; and  T.  Darby,  181b.  Two  specimen  fish,  one  a 
bream  of  41b.,  and  the  other  a perch  of  21b.  lOoz.,  have 
been  secured  during  the  week.  All  along  the 
Witham,  from  Boston  to  Lincoln,  numerous  anglers 
have  been  at  work,  with  the  most  gratifying  results. 
Is  is  here  where  many  of  the  Bank  Holiday 
fishermen  will  disport  themselves  on  Monday.  Good 
reports  are  ahso  to  hand  from  the  Forty-foot, 
the  following  being  about  the  best : Mr.  J.  Dawson,  121b., 
on  the  31st  ult.  ; Mr.  Kitchen,  111b.  2oz.,  same  day  (in- 
cluding a perch  of  21b.) ; Mr.  Dunn,  81b.  3oe.,  on  the  1st, 
and  111b.  on  the  2nd  ; and  Mr.  Pearson,  Gib.  7oz.,  also  on 
the  2nd.  On  the  previous  Saturday  Mr.  Binney  secured 
a brace  of  splendid  tench,  weighing  Gib.  Eeports  from 
the  Witham,  Glen,  and  the  Vornatts  Drain,  are  also 
very  encouraging,  but  in  some  portions  of  the  latter 
numerous  fish  have  been  destroyed  through  Hie  accidental 


introduction  of  salt  water.  New  wheat  has  proved  a 
seductive  bait  for  roach  this  week,  and  perch  have  bit 
freely  at  the  worm.  

FROM  HANTS  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  local  Hampshire  waters  seem  to  me  to  be  a 
decided  failure.  Some  gentlemen  from  London  last 
week  got  a few  good  trout  whilst  iiaying  a professional 
visit  to  the  city.  At  Pulborough  good  sport  is  being 
had,  and  a beautiful  roach  taken  near  Amberley  scaled 
21b.  8Joz.  ; Mr.  H.  Palmer,  of  the  Anchor  and  Hope, 
obtained  a 231b.  basket.  

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  social  gathering  and  picnic  of  the  Manchester 
District  Anglers’  Association  took  place  on  July  29,  at 
Todd’s  Brook  Eeservoir,  Whaley  Bridge,  and  was  a 
great  success.  About  130  took  part  in  the  contest,  and 
winners  were  found  for  the  thirty  prizes.  The  heaviest 
individual  weight  was  lib.  S^oz.  Mr.  Wm.  Bibby  secured 
the  opportunity  of  taking  photos  of  the  assembled  fisher- 
men. 

The  Cambrian  Angling  Society  have  arranged  for 
their  next  match  on  the  Moss  Eeaoh  of  the  Worsley 
Canal,  on  Aug.  12.  Mr.  Harry  Lloyd,  of  the  Ashton 
Waltonians,  has  just  returned  with  a nice  basket  of 
roach,  taken  at  Fosdyke,  weighing  301b.  Mr.  E. 
Burman,  of  the  Q Angling  Society,  Staleybridge, 
has  weighed-in  one  bream  41b.  Goz.,  and  one  of 
31b.  13oz.,  and  a roach  11b.  loz.  The  monster  competi- 
tion at  Brigg  is  likely  to  be  responsible  for  a lot  of 
challenges,  as  many  ai’e  not  satisfied  with  the  results. 
Lancashire  comes  out  blank,  and,  judging  from  the  men 
who  went  from  Manchester,  we  certainly  expected 
better  things.  The  Shakespere  members  at  Chester  had 
excellent  sport,  the  three  prizes  being  won  by  J.  E. 
Newton,  A.  W.  Wolstencroft,  and  H.  (4.  Walker.  The 
Old  Perseverance  Society  fished  their  first  match  on  the 
Weaver,  and  easily  disposed  of  six  prizes.  Good  sport 
also  fell  to  the  Bay  Mare  Angling  Society  at  Chester, 
but  the  fish  were  small.  The  King’s  Head  Angling 
Society  fished  their  contest,  extending  over  two  days, 
in  the  German  Pool,  and  found  winners  for  all  prizes 
offered.  Many  private  waters  are  suffering  from  the 
long  drought,  and  disease  has  already  appeared  in  some. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

The  waters  of  our  district  are  now  in  very  good  condi- 
tion for  roach  and  bream  fishing,  and  prospects  could 
not  be  better  for  the  bottom  fisher. 

The  Bure  is  fishing  better  now  than  it  has  for  weeks 
past,  while  the  Yare  is  still  yielding  splendid  hauls  of 
very  good  roach.  The  best  baits  are  red  and  pink  paste 
for  the  Bure,  white  and  yellow  paste  for  the  Yare  for 
roach,  while  for  bream  in  our  waters  a good  sized  lob- 
worm takes  a lot  of  beating. 

The  following  good  catches  have  been  made  on  the 
Yare  on  Thursday  : Two  stone  of  good  roach  at  Buc.ken- 
ham  and  two  and  a half  stone  at  the  Hubbs.  The  same 
day,  at  Cantley,  a club  took  G stone  121b.  On  Monday 
Mr.  Taylor  had  three  and  a half  stone  and  Mr.  C.  C. 
Whipps  two  stone  of  roach,  at  Buckenham.  One  angler, 
at  Cantley,  took,  in  three  days,  seven  and  a half  stone 
of  fine  roach.  At  Trowse  Hythe  some  good  bream  are 
being  taken. 

On  the  Bure,  Mr.  Davis,  of  Birmingham,  took  361b. 
of  bream  at  Horning,  and  three  stone  at  Salhonse, 
largest  41b.,  and  one  perch  21b.  4oz.  Mr.  Dennington 
took  four  stone  bream  and  Mr.  Greene  three  stone,  at 
Salhouse  ; Mr.  Williams  made  a catch  of  four  stone  of 
big  bream  at  Horning.  All  these  were  in  two  days, 
Thursday  and  Friday.  Other  sportsmen  have  done  very 
well.  


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Eain  has  fallen  heavily  at  intervals,  but  the  Trent 
here  has  undergone  no  change.  Cold  nights  appear  to 
have  afl:'ected  the  feeding  habits  of  barbel,  which  have 
not  shown  such  good  sport  as  in  the  previous  week. 

At  Markham,  below  Collingham,  a Nottingham  gentle- 
man killed  on  Monday  a basket  of  fifteen  barbel.  Higher 
up  the  river,  or  at  Girton,  Mr.  W.  Stevens,  of  the 
Nottingham  Wellington  Angling  Society,  bagged,  chiefly 
with  wasp  grub,  a dozen  fine  chub,  some  big  eels,  and  a 
few  perch.  Sport  is  poor  at  Kelham,  and  in  that  district. 

The  middle  reaches  have  not  been  fished  so  extensively 
as  usual. 

At  Holme  Pierrepont  Mr.  Lee  took  on  Saturday  301b. 
of  roach,  dace,  and  perch,  having  previously  killed,  on 
a baiting  of  worms,  eight  very  fine  barbel,  and  above  a 
dozen  eels. 

Barbel  up  to  6Jlb  have  been  taken  in  the  Wilford 
waters  by  Mr.  G.  Hall  and  Mr.  W.  Harrison,  the  latter 
swelling  his  creel  with  a number  of  heavy  chub.  Mr. 
Hoe  has  killed  dace  and  chub,  wading,  with  fly,  and 
some  choice  lots  of  dace  have  been  got  in  the  streams 
above  Clifton  colliery  by  Mr.  A.  Eaton,  also  with  fly. 

Chub  have  come  from  Sawley,  greaves  being  the  bait 
tised,  and  at  King’s  Mills,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Grover,  Not- 
tingham, out  with  J.  Theaker,  took  251b.  of  splendid 
dace  and  perch  with  the  worm. 

Barbel  seem  ofl:  the  feed  at  Shardlow,  but  the  sub- 
scribers have  daily  been  securing  good  baskets  of  dace 
with  worm  and  maggots.  A portion  of  the  Trent  is  to 
let  in  the  Sawley  district.  The  Nottingham  Wellington 
Society  fish  their  next  roving  match  in  their  waters  at 
Shardlow,  on  Bank  Holiday. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

An  epitome  of  the  past  week’s  angling  may  be  com- 
pressed into  small  compass.  There  have  been  many 


rods  at  work,  weather  has  been  excellent,  and,  on  the 
whole,  sport  capital.  As  the  season  advances,  the  fish  are 
conjing  better  on  the  feed,  and  in  the  various  Lincolnshire 
waters  large  catches  are  the  rule.  The  best  baits  about 
now,  judging  by  actual  results,  are  maggots  and  creed 
wheat.  As  an  indication  of  the  sport  in  Lincolnshire,  I 
may  mention  that  on  Monday  nine  friends  of  mine  went 
to  Boston  by  ordinary  train.  On  the  way  they  made 
the  acquaintance  of  five  other.s  similarly  bent.  At 
night,  on  the  return  journey,  the  fourteen — together 
with  three  others  they  then  met — compared  notes. 
They  had  all  fished  the  local  drains,  and  had,  amongst 
them,  seen  perhaps  a hundred  anglers  out,  and  not  one 
of  the  batch  was  retorning  with  an  empty  creel,  nor  had 
they  met  a single  angler  who  had  drawn  the  day  blank. 
On  Sunday,  at  the  various  local  houses,  catches  of  301b. 
were  common.  Mr.  E.  Shaw  took  a specimen  bream 
weighing  31b.,  caught  in  the  Bargate  Drain,  Boston.  A 
specimen  perch,  weighing  21b.  lOoz.,  was  caught  at 
Brigg.  The  fish  was  exhibited  at  the  Crown  Inn, 
Scotland-street,  but  the  captor  wishes  to  veil  his 
identity  under  the  cognomen  of  “ a Friend.”  Nearly  a 
score  of  matche.s  were  fished  last  week  end,  and  there 
are  more  to  follow,  the  list  including  Mr.  Eobinson’s 
All- England  match.  

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

Shropshire  anglers  generally  are  scarcely  yet  fully 
aware  of  the  important  changes  which  have  recently 
taken  place  in  the  conditions  under  which  they  will  be 
permitted  to  fish  the  river  in  this  county,  and  that  in 
future  they  will  have  to  pay  considerably  more  for  the 
privilege  of  angling,  while  in  return  for  these  additional 
fees  practical  steps  will  be  taken,  both  by  the  Severn 
Conservators  and  the  Shropshire  Angling  Association, 
to  make  the  river  a first-class  angling  stream.  In  the 
past,  anglers  have  been  permitted  to  fish  in  the  Severn, 
in  any  part  of  the  county,  on  production  of  the  Is.  licence 
duty  levied  by  the  Severn  Board  of  Conservators,  and 
their  right  has  not  been  challenged.  The  con- 
sequence has  been  that  little  attention  has  been 
paid  to  the  re-stocking  of  the  river  — except  so 
far  as  the  praiseworthy  efforts  of  the  Shrewsbury 
Angling  Society  are  concerned — and  while  the  stream 
has  been  over  fished  by  legitimate  anglers  on  the  one 
hand,  constant  and  systematic  poaching  on  the  other 
has  done  even  more  to  impoverish  the  fisheries.  The 
board  has  not  had  a sufficient  income  to  provide  a 
sufficient  staff  of  bailiffs  to  ensure  efficient  protection, 
so  that  while  various  causes  have  tended  to  reduce  the 
numbers  of  game  fish,  little  or  no  means  have  been 
taken  to  keep  up  the  supply.  There  now  appears  to  be 
a brighter  outlook,  inasmuch  as,  in  the  first  place,  the 
board,  at  the  instance  of  the  Shropshire  sub-committee, 
has  decided  to  double  the  licence  fee  payable  in  the 
upper  waters,  and  devote  the  proceeds  to  the  protection 
of  the  river  ; and,  secondly,  the  lately-organised  Shrop- 
shire Angling  Association  has  assumed  control  of 
the  county  fisheries,  and  intends  to  levy  a duty 
from  all  anglers,  the  proceeds  of  which  will  be  devoted 
solely  to  the  betterment  of  the  fishing,  and  to  provide 
increased  protection.  Their  licence  fee  will  be  Gs.  per 
annmn,  which  will  include  the  duty  of  the  board.  They 
do  not,  however,  include  the  water  within  the  limits  of 
the  borough  of  Shrewsbury  in  their  area,  and  the  members 
of  the  Shrewsbury  Society  will  not  be  called  upon  to  pay 
any  fee  to  the  Salop  Association  for  angling  in  the 
county  waters  provided  they  are  prepared  to  produce 
their  ticket  of  membership.  Thus  three  important 
bodies — the  Board,  and  the  Shropshire  and  Shrewsbury 
Societies — will  in  future  work  unitedly  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Severn  fisheries,  and  anglers  should  have  no  cause 
to  complain  of  the  additional  fees  demanded  from  them 
while  they  see  such  promise  of  the  sport  being  made  so 
much  more  profitable.  

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  streams  in  this  district  are  in  good  condition  for 
angling.  There  have  been  a great  many  rods  out,  and 
sport  fairly  good  all  round.  Dace,  chub,  and  roach 
fishing  have  been  very  successful,  and  large  baskets 
have  been  taken.  Mr.  Warner,  of  the  Worcester  City 
Club,  at  Kuightsford  Bridge,  on  the  Teme,  caught  forty- 
nine  splendid  dace  with  the  maggot ; another  angler, 
with  the  fly,  caught  181b.  of  chub  ; another  91b.  of  trout, 
grayling,  and  dace,  in  the  same  water  ; while  higher  up 
the  river,  at  Markey,  Mr.  Fidoe,  in  addition  to  a nice 
lot  of  fish  of  smaller  size,  was  successful  in  landing  a 
fine  trout  41b.  in  weight.  Many  other  good  baskets  of 
fish  were  taken  in  this  river,  but  the  samlets  are  in 
shoals,  and  caused  some  very  questionable  language  to 
be  used  by  anglers  as  they  had  continually  to  unhook 
them  and  return  them  to  the  water.  'The  principle  flies 
on  the  water  were  the  Yellow  Dun,  Sky  Blue,  Mackerel, 
and  Gnats,  but  the  Whirling  Blue  and  Hare’s  Ear  were 
used  with  success. 

The  Severn  has  also  yielded  better  sport  this  week, 
good  takes  of  chub  and  roach  have  been  had  with  wasp 
grub,  maggots,  and  paste,  and  Mr.  Best,  jun.,  of  Holt 
Castle,  caught  six  brace  of  trout  with  the  fly  under  the 
Holt  Weir.  This  young  gentleman,  who  was  wading, 
while  changing  his  position,  let  his  flies  trail  on  the 
water  behind  him,  one  of  which  was  seized  by  a perch 
of  21b. 

Eoach  and  perch  have  gone  well  in  the  Avon.  With 
stewed  wheat  one  angler  had  seventeen  roach,  weighing 
111b.  : another  took  over  201b.  ; another  nine  good  perch 
with  the  red  worm.  These  in  the  Deiford  and  Eckington 
water.  Numerous  angling  arrangements  have  been 
made  among  the  various  club  members  for  Bank  Holiday, 
and  some  stiff'  contests  are  anticipated. 

Mr.  Birley,  an  artist,  fishing  the  Lower  Teme  a few 
days  ago,  caught  two  dozen  fine  gudgeon,  all  of  which 
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he  deolares  were  taken  while  spinning  with  an  artificial 
minnow,  a bright  Devon,  and  that  they  took  the  bait 
furious  and  fast.  Novel  sport  that ! 


FROM  IRELAND, 

KERRY.— Sport  has  been  poor  throughout  the  county. 
The  weather  has  been  very  unsettled,  with  frequent 
heavy  showers  of  rain.  On  Waterville  Lake  the  sea- 
trout  angling  has  declined,  and  the  baskets  obtained 
during  the  week  seldom  went  beyond  half-a-dozen.  The 
fish,  however,  were  of  a good  size,  several  weighing 
over  21b.,  the  average  being  about  11b.  The  heaviest 
sea-trout  fell  to  the  rod  of  Major  Rickards.  The  brown 
trout  fishing  has  not  been  as  good  as  usual.  Salmon  and 
sea-trout  continue  to  come  up  from  the  sea  in  large 
numbers,  but  the  trout  now  running  are  small.  At 
Killarney  matters  are  rather  backward  ; but  anglers  in 
this  direction  anticipate  good  sport  amongst  salmon  and 
peal.  At  Rossbeigh  little  or  nothing  has  been  done. 
Angling  is  sure  to  continue  bad  here  until  some  heavy 
or  prolonged  rain  falls. 

Trout  fishing  has  been  pretty  good  at  Glencar,  but  1 
have  not  heard  of  any  salmon  being  taken. 

In  North  Kerry  a few  salmon  have  been  had  by  local 
anglers  on  the  rivers  Feale,  Smerlagh,  Gale,  and 
Cashan,  and  the  trout  angling  on  those  waters  has 
been  up  to  the  average  on  favourable  days.  Angling 
has  been  practically  at  a standstill  on  the  majority  of 
the  South  Kerry  waters,  and  the  prospects  of  any  sport 
here  are  very  remote. 

Sport  has  been  good  both  at  white  and  brown  trout  on 
Coppal  Lake,  in  the  Waterville  district.  August  is 
generally  looked  upon  as  the  best  month  for  this  water, 
and  this  year  it  is  expected  to  be  at  least  up  to  the 
average. 

The  Inney  is  now  running  very  low,  and  though  salmon 
and  sea-trout  are  abundant,  very  little  sport  has  been 
obtained.  ^ . .3 

Cummeravanig  Lake  has  been  rather  heavily  nsneu 
during  the  week.  On  Saturday  a local  angler  landed  a 
brown  trout  of  21b. 

On  Drenane  Lake  the  brown  trout  angling  has  been 
well  maintained.  White  trout  are  sometimes  taken 

here.  Angling  visitors  continue  to  arrive  at  Waterville, 

and  if  August  proves  as  good  for  the  sea-trout  angling 
as  anticipated,  a rush  is  likely  to  take  place.  The  sea- 
angling has  been  very  good  since  Friday  last.  Pollack 
anglers  are  getting  from  ten  to  twenty  in  an  evening’s 
fishing,  and  the  artificial  rubber  eel  has  accounted  for 
the  majority  of  the  fish.  Bottom  fishers  have  had  good 
sport  also,  and  the  baskets  recorded  varied  from  sixty  to 
one  hundred  gurnet,  bream,  and  whiting  to  each  hand- 
line.   


“ THE  PISCATORIALS  ” AT  EGHAM. 

The  Piscatorial  Society’s  summer  dinner  took  place 
at  the  Angler’s  Rest,  Egham  Lock,  on  Friday,  July  28. 
Dr.  Brunton  occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs, 
the  president  of  the  society,  the  vice-chair.  The  usual 
loyal  toast  was  followed  by  that  of  “ The  Piscatorial 
Society,”  which  was  drunk  with  great  heartiness.  The 
chairman  (Dr.  Brunton)  then  proposed  “ The  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society,”  coupled  with  the  health 
of  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  who  replied  in  a humorous 
speech.  Other  toasts  followed,  including  that  of  “The 
Chairman,”  which  was  enthusiastically  drunk  and 
acknowledged.  The  evening  was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by 
all  present. 


AUGUST  BANK  HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS,  1893, 
The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  announce  cheap 
excursion,  bookings  on  Friday,  August  4,  to  Newmarket, 
Ely,  Hunstanton,  Dereham,  Colchester,  Ipswich,  Lowes- 
toft, &c. ; and  on  Saturday,  August  5,  to  Cambridge, 
Wisbech.  Lynn,  Norwich,  Yarmouth,  Cromer,  Don- 
caster, Hull,  Sheffield,  Manchester,  York,  Newcastle, 
Scarborough,  &c.  A special  booking  office  will  be 
opened  at  the  Liverpool-street  Station  from  July  31  to 
August  5 for  the  issue  of  ordinary  tickets,  and  of  tourist, 
fortnightly,  and  Friday  to  Tuesday  tickets  to  the  sea- 
side and  the  Broads  district  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  for 
use  on  forward  dates.  Tickets  can  also  be  obtained  at 
the  Company’s  West-end  offices,  61,  Regent-street ; 215, 
Edgeware-road  ; 51,  New  Oxford-street and  at  their 
other  City  and  West-end  offices.  Additional  relieving 
trains  will  be  run  on  Friday  and  Saturday  to  Southend- 
on-Sea,  Colchester,  Clacton,  Walton,  Ipswich,  Norwich, 
Lowestoft,  Cambridge,  Lynn,  &c.  ; and  on  Saturday 
special  fast  trains  for  Yarmouth  will  leave  Liverpool- 
street  at  9.55,  10.5,  12.30,  1.30,  1.50,  and  6.53  p.m.  For 
the  accommodation  of  persons  detained  at  business 
until  late  in  the  evening  on  Saturday,  a special  midnight 
train  will  1 eave  Li  verpool-street  at  1 2.25  a.  m . f or  Nor  wich , 
Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft,  via  Ipswich,  calling  at  the 
principal  intermediate  stations.  On  Bank  Holiday  excur- 
sion trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street  and  Fen- 
church-street  by  the  new  route  to  Southend-on-Sea,  also 
to  Clacton,  Walton,  and  Harwich  : and  from  Liverpool- 
street  and  St.  Pancras  to  Cambridge,  Ely,  and  Yar- 
mouth. Excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  to  Epping 
Forest,  Broxbourne,  and  Eye  House.  A special  service 
of  trains  will  run  from  Liverpool-street  to  Chingford, 
Loughton,  Broxbourne,  and  Eye  House ; fromFenchurch- 
street  to  Chingford  and  Loughton,  and  from  Gospel 
Oak  to  Chingford.  For  the  accommodation  of  business 
people  wishing  to  return  to  London  early  Tuesday 
morning,  a special  fast  train  will  run  from  Yarmouth, 
Lowestoft,  Clacton,  &c.,  due  at  Liverpool-street  at 
9.10  a.m. 


ANSWEES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

F.  M.  L. — The  Woolly  Bear  is  only  another  name  for 
the  Red,  Brown,  or  Black  Palmer. 

Constant  Reader. — Plenty  of  good  fishing  in  the 
neighbourhood  you  mention,  but  not,  we  think,  on 
Sundays.  Write  Mr.  J.  Smith,  Northbrook-street, 
Newbury. 

H.  PowelIj. — The  book  you  mean  is  called  the  Angler’s 
Diary,  and  contains  all  the  information  yon  seek.  _ It  is 
a valuable  work,  and  may  be  had  post  free  on  receipt  of 
Is.  7d.  in  postage  stamps  to  Sampson  Low,  Marston, 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 


[Tl^e  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents  A 
“ One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi- 
ment.”—T.  E.  Pritt. 

WHAT  WERE  THEY  TAKING? 

Sir, — The  fish  in  the  Colne  have  got  a bad  name  as 
takers  of  the  fly,  and  my  experience  is  that  it  is 
thoroughly  deserved  ; we  seldom  get  a real  good  rise, 
and  my  idea  is  that  the  cause  is  not  on  account  of  any 
dis  ike  to  a diet  of  Ephemerie  or  Phryganid®,  but  simply 
because  they  seldom  get  the  chance,  so  few  flies  are  now 
to  be  found  on  this  river.  On  the  stretch  of  water  I 
generally  fish,  that  situated  between  the  True  Waltonian 
Society’s  at  Eickmansworth  and  General  Goodlake’s  at 
Denham,  belonging  to  the  proprietor  of  the  Fisheries 
Hotel  at  Harefield,  I have  found  the  best  plan  to  depend 
on  a large  fly  fished  wet  and  drawn  through  the  water, 
somewhat  after  the  style  of  fishing  on  a north  country 
river,  trying  all  the  likely  spots  “on  spec,”  as  the 
chance  of  finding  a rising  fish  to  stalk  are  remote.  How- 
ever, there  are  exceptions  to  every  rule,  and  the  other 
evening  I put  in  an  appearance  with  the  intention  of 
having  a try  for  some  good  chub  that  I had  spotted  on 
the  Sunday  previously,  and  on  passing  over  the  bridge 
had  a look  at  the  water— nothing  was  moving,  and  I had 
half  a mind  to  rig  up  a roach  line  instead  of  trying  the 
fly.  While  contemplating,  a good  fish  moved  in  the  weir 
pool,  and  this  decided  it ; my  Hardy  came  out  of  its  case 
and  was  soon  put  up  with  a nice  Coachman  at  the  end  of 
a fine  but  strong  cast.  On  going  to  look  for  my  friend 
who  had  moved  a few  minutes  before,  I was  astonished 
to  see,  not  him  alone,  but  scores  of  fish  madly  rising 
all  over  the  pool,  and  some  of  them  were  good  trout,  too. 

Visions  of  slaughter  arose  before  my  excited  brain, 
and  I called  out  the  landlord  to  lend  a hand  with  the 
net.  Picking  out  one  of  the  best  fish  I carefully  covered 
him  with  the  Coachman  and  let  it  float  over  him  dry  ; 
twice  he  rose  at  something  a few  inches  from  my 
artificial,  the  presence  of  which  did  not  appear  to 
concern  him  in  the  least.  There  was  no  doubt  but  that 
I had  got  the  wrong  fly,  and  to  find  out  the  right  one  was 
the  task.  There  appeared  only  a small  yellow  curse  on 
the  water  and  a few  small  brown  flies  at  intervals  ; 
unfortunately,  I could  not  manage  to  secure  one  of 
these,  and  had  to  guess  at  what  it  was.  In  turn  I tried 
some  of  the  choicest  patterns  of  Sedge,  Wickham,  Alder, 
Red  Spinner,  Brown  Spinner,  and  Duns,  and  Quill  Gnats 
in  galore,  but  deuce  a touch  could  I get.  It  was  about 
eight  when  the  rise  began,  and  just  before  nine  it 
ceased  : during  that  time  I only  stirred  one  fish,  with  a 
teal  and  claret  lake  fly,  and  he  only  looked  at  it.  The 
whole  business  was  a mystery  to  me,  as  the  fish  in  this 
water  are  seldom  fished  for  with  the  fly,  and  when  on 
the  rise  generally  are  indifferent  to  niceties  of  pattern. 
Another  thing  to  be  noted  was  that  the  chub  and  dace 
never  came  for  my  artificial— they,  as  a rule,  are  not 
very  particular,  and  will  come  for  anything  with  a gaudy 
body  and  coloured  hackle.  There  were  some  weeds 
coming  down,  and  it  is  possible  that  these  brought  down 
the  insect  on  which  the  fish  fed.  One  thing  I do  know, 
that  it  was  the  best  rise  I ever  saw  on  the  Colne.  I had 
no  idea  that  there  were  such  a lot  of  trout  in  the  water, 
and  I never  got  a fish.  Perhaps,  Mr.  Editor,  you  can 
suggest  what  the  killing  fly  was,  so  that  if  it  is  ever  my 
fortune  to  bo  present  at  another  such  rise  I may  avenge 
my  defeat  on  this  occasion. — I am,  &c., 

A.  C.  Pemberton. 

[The  fly  they  were  taking  was  the  fly  ; as  you  are  not 
sure  what  it  was  we  cannot  help  you  to  imitate  it,  but 
when  you  get  as  near  as  your  best  fly-maker  can  go  to  a 
“ curse  ” it  is  not  often  of  any  use— the  naturals  are  on 
so  thick  that  your  artificial  is  not  seen,  it  is  smothered 
in  the  crowd.  If  a black  curse  is  on  then  Holland  s 
pike  scale  black  midge  is  useful  at  times.  On  the  whole, 
it  is  a good  thing  that  we  cannot  kill  trout  when  they 
are  all  rising  madly  at  midges. — Ed.] 


LAKE  VYRNWY. 

Sib, — I have  just  seen  the  letter  from  “ A Ply  Fisher- 
man ” in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  should  like  to  say  a 
few  words  about  the  fishing  in  this  celebrated  lake.  I can 
speak  with  some  authority  as  I have  only  just  returned 
from  there,  and  have  been  so  pleased  with  my  visit  that  I 
have  booked  my  rooms  for  next  spring,  when  the  fishing 
is  extremely  good.  June  is  not  certainly  the  best 
month  for  Lake  Vyrnwy,  especially  after  such  a drought 
as  the  oldest  inhabitants  cannot  recollect.  The  lake  is 
eight  or  nine  feet  lower  than  usual,  the  tributary 
streams  are  nearly  dry,  and  of  course  there  is  very 
little  food  going  into  such  a large  sheet  of  water.  July 
is  admitted  by  all  who  know  the  district  to  bo  a worse 
month  than  June,  yet  I had  some  fairly  good  fishing 


during  the  last  week,  one  day  getting  fourteen  trout 
weighing  101b.  14oz.,  another  day  ten  fish,  &c.,  some  on 
fly  and  some  on  minnow.  • 

I understand  from  gentlemen  who  have  fished  the 
lake  from  the  very  commencement,  that  the  fishing 
improves  during  August,  and  in  September  is  as  good  as 
it  is  in  the  spring.  This  is  also  borne  out  by  the  boat- 
men. I can  only  say  that  “ A Ply  Fisherman  ” must 
have  had  most  ghastly  luck  to  have  only  scored  one 
trout  on  the  lake  in  a whole  week’s  fishing,  and  I do  not 
think  it  fair  to  let  this  go  forth  to  the  fishing  world  as  a 
sample  of  what  generally  takes  place.  With  regard  to 
the  hotel  I must  also  differ  from  your  correspondent,  I 
call  the  charges  most  moderate  for  such  first-rate 
accommodation. 

My  bill  for  eight  days  (from  Saturday  morning  until 
the  following  Saturday  night)  was  only  13s.  6d.  for 
board,  rooms,  and  attendance,  and  this  included  a first- 
rate  table  d’hote,  on  a most  liberal  scale.  The  delightful 
surroundings  of  the  place  make  it  well  worth  a visit 
even  if  there  were  no  fishing  at  all  to  be  had  ; but  in 
this  exceptional  summer  a good  fisherman  can  get  trout 
enough  to  provide  a second  course  (after  the  soup)  for 
all  the  visitors  at  the  hotel,  and  I found  no  difficulty  in 
getting  more  pink-fleshed  “ Loch  Levens  ” than  we 
could  consume. 

In  conclusion,  I can  strongly  advise  those  who  are 
tired  of  the  “ daily  round  and  common  task  ” to  take  a 
journey  to  this  most  beautiful  spot,  and  if  they  are  not 
repaid  by  a first  glance  of  the  lake,  as  the  carriage  turns 
the  last  corner  of  the  hills,  which  up  to  this  point  hide 
it  from  view,  I can  only  say  they  are  hard  to  please.  I 
may  add  that  when  there  is  only  a light  breeze  it  is  no 
use  trying  the  ordinary  lake  flies ; I found  a sniall  Red 
Spinner  and  Black  Gnat  (river  size)  the  most  killing,  and 
the  real  minnow  for  trolling  is  better  than  any  imita- 
tion.— I am,  &c.,  Quill  Gnat. 

PLIES  AND  FLY-FISHERS. 

Sir, — When  fishing  on  the  Wandle,  one  evening  a 
fortnight  ago,  I was  cruelly  bitten  or  stung  by  flies.  I 
did  not  notice  any  swarm  (as  in  the  case  of  midges),  and 
though  I saw  a few  flies,  they  did  not  seem  to  attack  me, 
and  1 did  not  feel  any  annoyance  whatever  till  next 
day,  when  I found  I had  been  bitten  or  stung  in  several 
places  about  the  face  and  neck.  The  next  morning  the 
‘ spots  became  swollen,  red,  and  exceedingly  irritable, 
and  when  broken  exuded  a serous  fluid,  lasting  in  some 
instances  for  two  whole  days. 

I went  on  the  same  water  a few  evenings  ago,  and  was 
again  stung  or  bitten,  once  on  the  palm  of  the  hand 
(where  the  skin  is  so  hard)  and  twice  on  the  chin  (where 
one  would  suppose  the  beard  would  be  some  protection), 
and  these  two  places  have  proved  to  be  the  most  inflamed 
and  painful  of  all. 

I would  be  glad  to  know  what  flies  these  can  be,  and 
the  best  way  of  guarding  against  their  attacks  in  future. 
One  friend  says  mosquitoes,  but  whatever  they  are  their 
bite  or  sting  is  the  most  virulent  I ever  experienced. 
I have  fished  for  many  years,  but  never  got  such  bites 
as  these. — 1 am,  &c.,  James  Callaghan. 

FISHING  AT  BEDING. 

Sir, — I should  be  glad  if  you  could  kindly  inform  me, 
in  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  what  fish  would 
be  likely  to  be  caught  at  Beding,  near  Bramber,  on  the 
River  Adur,  and  what  bait  you  would  recommend  ? The 
Adur  opens  into  the  sea  at  Shoreham,  and  Beding  is 
about  seven  miles  from  mouth. — I am,  &c., 

Thos.  J.  Foster. 


SEA-PISHING  IN  DEVONSHIRE. 

Sir, — I am  anxious  to  find  a village  on  the  coast  of 
Devonshire  or  Cornwall  where  fair  sea-fishing  is  to  be 
got  in  September  and  October,  where  cost  of  living  is 
moderate,  the  air  bracing,  and  within  easy  distance  of  a 
town. 

If  any  of  your  numerous  correspondents  could  assist 
me  with  their  suggestions  I would  feel  very  greatly 
obliged,  and  if  the  place  were  one  to  which  the  above 
requirements  would  apply  throughout  the  winter  as 
well,  so  much  the  better.— I am,  &c.,  Bass. 

PISHING  AT  MORECAMBE. 

Sib, — Would  it  be  troubling  you  too  much  to  inform 
me  as  to  the  fishing  to  be  obtained  at  Morecambe, 
Lancs.  ? — I am,  &c.,  Jno.  Sheffield. 

[The  River  Lune  is  the  nearest  fresh-water  fishing  to 
Morecambe.  Salmon  and  trout.  Tickets  may  be  had 
from  the  lessee  for  a small  sum  per  week.  There  should 
be  fair  sea  fishing  at  Morecambe.] 


PISHING  AT  BRIDLINGTON. 

Sib, — Can  you  tell  me,  through  the  medium  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  whether  there  is  any  fresh-water  fishing 
at  Bridlington,  and  any  particulars  as  to  salt-water 
fishing? — I am,  &c.,  W.  G.  W. 

[At  Bridlington  there  is  fair  angling  for  billet 
pollack  at  Flamborough  Head  ; and  a variety  of  sea 
fish  in  the  offing.  Perhaps  some  of  our  readers  will 
kindly  give  you  particulars  of  fresh- water  fishing.] 


FREE  FISHING  ON  THE  LEA. 

Sir, — Is  there  any  free  fishing  in  the  River  Lea,  viz., 
Broxbourne  ; if  not,  to  whom  do  you  apply  for  permis- 
sion, and  what  to  pay  P An  answer  will  oblige.  - I am, 

W.  J.  Tombs. 

[You  will  have  to  pay  Is.  for  a day  ticket  at  Brox- 
bourne (Mrs.  Beningfield,  The  Crown  Hotel);  or  you 
can  go  to  Carthegena  Lock  (one  mile  towards  Rye 
House),  where  the  free  fishing  commences,  and  extends 
' to  Hertford.] 
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FISHING  AT  WINDERMERE. 

Sib, — Since  the  action  of  the  English  Lake  District 
Angling  Association,  the  rod  fishing  has  much  improved 
on  Windermere.  The  best  trout  fishing  may  be  had  in 
the  shallow  bays  of  the  lake,  either  in  the  proximity  of 
Bowness  or  in  like  situations  at  Newby  Bridge.  The 
rocky  bottoms  around  the  various  islands  are  almost 
certain  finds  to  anglers  at  all  skilled.  Recent  takes 
show  that  Windermere  trout  are  just  now  in  splendid 
condition.  The  lake  simply  swarms  with  small  perch, 
but  there  are  certain  localities  where  shoals  of  really 
large  fish  are  constantly  found.  The  writer  recently 
had  a specimen  weighing  lib.  2oz. ; not  a bad  fish  for 
these  cold  northern  waters.  Live  minnows  (which  may 
be  bad  from  any  of  the  fishermen)  are  probably  the  best 
killing  bait,  and  next  nice  red  worms.  If  “ R.  W.  K.  ” 
desires  to  fish  for  trout,  a licence  will  be  necessary  ; but 
he  would  get  most  privileges,  at  small  cost,  by  becoming 
a member  of  the  Angling  Association  mentioned,  the 
secretary  of  which  is  Geo.  Gatey,  Esq.,  Ambleside. 
Good  lodgings  of  every  description  can  be  had  at  either 
of  the  places  named  by  “ R.  W.  K.,”  but  I prefer 
Bowness,  as  being  more  central.  My  best  advice  to  him 
is  to  get  hold  of  some  old  local  fisherman,  who  will  be 
certain  to  save  him  a great  deal  of  time  and  trouble. — 
I am,  &C.,  WiNANDKRMEEE. 


FISHING  AT  HASTINGS. 

Sir, — Will  yon  kindly  inform  me  in  your  next  issue 
whether  there  is  any  fresh-water  fishing  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Hastings,  also  if  the  sea  fishing  is  any 
good  there  ? Thanking  you  in  anticipation, — I am,  &c., 

F.  Duncan. 

[Sea  fishing  good  from  the  pier.  There  is  very  little 
fresh-water  fishing  at  Hastings.  Sb.  Leonards,  which  is 
very  close  to  Hastings,  is  a little  better.  The  following 
is  from  the  “ Angler’s  Diary,”  which  you  can  purchase 
for  Is.  fid.  at  the  office  of  the  Fishing  Gazette : “ St. 
Leonards. — A small  stream  by  St.  Leonards  station. 
This  stream  rises  1 mile  N.W.  of  Catfield  in  three  small 
ponds  ; fi  miles  on  a stream  joins  on  the  left  bank,  which 
rises  in  two  large  lakes  in  Battle  Abbey.  5 mile  down 
is  the  Peppering  Powder  Mill  Head,  where  a streamlet 
joins  on  the  left  bank,  running  out  of  a small  pond 
1 mile  off,  close  to  the  railway.  IJ  miles  down,  at  Crow- 
hurst.  a stream  joins  on  the  right  bank,  rising  out  of  a 
pond  5 mile  off.  2 miles  down,  the  brook  joiuslthe  main 
stream  ; 2 miles  on  St.  Leonards  is  reached.”] 


COARSE  FISHING  NEAR  EXETER. 

Sib, — I should  be  yery  much  obliged  for  any  informa- 
tion as  to  coarse  fishing  near  Exeter.  Is  any  part  of 
the  Exe  free  for  bottom  fishing,  and  is  the  fishing  good 
in  the  canal  there  ?— I am,  &c.,  A.  Powell. 

[Bottom  fishing  good  close  to  the  city  and  free;  also 
good  fishing  in  Exeter  ship  canal.  Roach,  dace,  pike, 
perch,  carp,  tench,  and  flounders.] 


FISHING  AT  ST.  NEOTS. 

Sib, — If  you  can  find  space  in  your  next  issue  I 
should  feel  very  grateful  for  a few  hints  with  regard  to 
the  fi.shing  on  the  Ouse  at  St.  Neots,  also  as  to  the 
most  killing  baits,  &c.  Is  the  fishing  free,  and,  if  not, 
what  steps  could  I take  to  obtain  a permit  ? As  you 
have  most  probably  touched  upon  these  points  before,  I 
must  ask  you  to  pardon  my  asking  these  questions,  as  I 
regret  to  say  that  I have  only  recently  become  an 
ardent  admirer  of  the  F.O.,  which  is  tantamount  to 
saying  I have  but  recently  become  a disciple  of  Izaak 
Walton. — lam,  &c.,  R.  O.  D. 

[The  Ouse  at  St.  Neots  contains  all  kinds  of  coarse 
fish,  except  barbel.  For  roach  use  paste,  boiled  wheat, 
gentles,  wasp  grub,  or  caddis.  For  bream  try  well 
scoured  marsh  or  brandling  worms.  The  river  is  free 
from  Eaton  Mill  to  Kym.  You  cannot  do  better  if  you 
contemplate  fishing  the  Ouse  at  St.  Neots  than  write  to 
Mr.  Chard,  the  Angel  Inn,  who  will  treat  you  well,  and 
give  you  every  information  you  may  require.] 


FISHING  NE.4R  CLEETHORPES. 

Sir, — Can  yon  kindly  inform  me  if  there  is  any  good 
fresh-water  fishing  near  Cleethorpes  (Lincolnshire). — I 
am,  &c..  Paternoster. 

[Write  Mr.  Ford,  Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,  who  will 
give  you  some  valuable  information.] 


Sir, — I notice  Billericay  mentioned  in  a recent  issue 
as  a fishing  station  on  the  G.E.R.  Can  you  kindly  give 
me  particulars  of  the  fishings,  if  free,  distance  from 
station  to  river,  and  class  of  fish  likely  to  be  had.  I am 
after  perch,  and  should  be  glad  to  hear  of  good  places 
onthe  G.E.R.  within  twenty  miles  or  so  of  London.  Are 
shrimps  a good  bait r" — I am,  Ac.,  A.  Beldham. 

I There  is  some  free  fishing  about  a mile  and  a half  or 
two  miles  from  Billericay  (on  the  Chelmer),  roach,  dace, 
a feir  perch  and  pike.  There  are  some  good  perch  in 
the  Lea,  if  you  can  only  catch  them.  Bures  is  the  place 
for  perch,  but  it  is  more  than  twenty  miles  from  London 
(4s.  01, d.  return  by  privilege  ticket).  Take  down  a can 
of  small  minnows.  You  should  get  a perch  for  every 
minnow.  Colder  weather  than  August  is  best.  Early 
morning.  Shrimps  are  a good  bait  for  chub.][ 


THE  MEDWAY  (TONBRIDGE). 

Sib,— In  answer  to  “ Old  Angler,”  I beg  to  give  the 
following  particulars  regarding  tickets  for  fishing  in  our 
portion  of  the  Medway  ; Od.  day  tickets  from  town  to 
East  Lock,  on  towing-path  only,  4.^  miles  ; Is.  day  tickets 
Irom  Lucifer  Bridge  to  East  Lock,  both  sides  of  river 
nearly  all  the  distance  ; 2s.  fid.  season  ticket  from  Town 
Bridge  to  East  Lock ; 5s.  season  ticket  from  Lucifer 
Bridge  to  East  Lock  (Lucifer  Bridge  is  about  miles 


above  the  town) ; lOs.  fid.  season  ticket  from  Endsfield 
Bridge  to  East  Lock,  about  9 miles ; guinea  ticket,  to 
include  family  and  one  friend  for  season  on  all  our 
waters,  as  the  half-guinea  does  a single  person.  Tickets 
to  be  obtained  from  Messrs.  H.  Huntly,  Bull  Hotel,  and 
F.  King,  High-street,  Tonbridge,  or  the  secretary  of  the 
Tonbridge  and  District  Fish  Preservation  Society. — 
I am,  &c.,  R.  E.  W. 


FISHING  FROM  THE  REEL,  &c. 

Sib, — If  Mr.  Jeffery  would  only  stick  to  business  and 
answer  the  questions  I asked,  instead  of  writing  a 
rigmarole  on  sunstroke,  thick  skulls,  Artemus  Ward, 
cricket  matches,  Messrs.  Francis,  Bailey,  Bendigo,  & Co., 
&c.,  &c.,  it  appears  to  me  it  would  have  been  better  for 
all  concerned.  What  on  earth  has  all  this  to  do  with 
fishing  in  the  Nottingham  style  ? Never  having  seen  an 
angler  Treating  proper  “Let  her  go”  in  the  manner 
described  by  Mr.  Jeffery,  I naturally  thought  he  had  a 
reel  specially  made  that  would  allow  the  line  to  run  off 
without  the  manipulation  so  necessary  to  this  style  of 
angling — in  other  words,  to  allow  just  enough  line  to  run 
off  and  no  more  ; and  Trent  Angler  No.  2 seems  to  be  of 
the  same  opinion.  To  those  who  prefer  Mr.  Jeffery’s 
happy-go-lucky  style  of  fishing  to  a more  certain  and 
safer  method,  “ Let  her  go  ” by  all  means. 

Personally,  I object  to  “ Let  her  go,”  and  prefer 
bringing  the  backward  pressure  necessary  to  enable  the 
bait  to  travel  down  the  swim  in  a perfectly  natural 
manner,  with  the  bait  in  front  of  the  float  and  tackle, 
and  not  in  the  erratic  manner  described  by  Mr.  Jeffery, 
at  its  own  sweet  will,  in  a manner  Mr.  Francis  Francis 
(more  especially)  says  is  impossible  without  the  bait 
getting  behind  the  float  and  tackle,  a thing  not  to  be 
thought  of ; in  short,  this  delicate  manipulation  of 
paying  out  line  requires  a great  amount  of  practice,  and 
can  be  obtained  in  no  other  way.  Mr.  Jeffery  does 
answer  one  question,  and  says  : “ I have  seen  such 
things  at  Nottingham,  but  not  with  experienced  men.” 
Just  so.  For  once  we  agree.  I may  gently  remind  Mr. 
Jeffery  that  the  stream  is  quite  as  quick  again  on  the 
float  as  it  is  on  the  bait,  thus  increasing  the  difficulty 
of  striking  when  she  is  allowed  to  go  50  yards,  and 
favouring  the  argument  of  Mr.  Francis.  With  respect 
to  Mr.  Jeffery  catching  twenty  fish  25  yards  off  to  a Lea 
roacher’s  one,  I must  leave  a Lea  roacher  to  swallow 
that  pill  as  best  he  can,  for  I always  thought  the  boot 
was  on  the  other  leg,  but  it  appears  I am  mistaken. — 
I am,  &c.,  A Trent  Angler. 

Sib, — As  Mr.  Jeffery  refuses  to  mention  the  swim 
where  it  is  possible  to  float  down  40  yards  of  line  upon 
the  River  Mole  without  manipulation,  I ask  if  the  swim 
runs  under  Box  Hill,  and  cannot  be  seen  ? It  may 
interest  Mr.  Jeffery  to  hear  a very  well-known  Lea 
roacher  took  over  81b.  of  fish  in  twenty  minutes  at  Mrs. 
Benningfield’s  water.  How  is  this,  umpire? 

A Lea  Roacheb. 

Sib, — “ Old  Hand  ” communicates  to  your  journal  an 
interesting  article  of  “ Some  Notes  on  the  River  Arun,” 
and  complains  that  a club  angler  lost  some  large  bream 
through  being  unable  to  drag  them  through  the  mud 
when  the  tide  was  at  ebb.  Would  you  kindly  allow 
me  to  suggest  to  “Old  Hand  ” that  a landing-net  of 
20ft.  in  length  could  be  easily  dispensed  with  by  adopt- 
ing the  following  device.  Take  an  ordinary  clearing 
ring,  and  in  the  thinest  portion  of  the  ring  drill  half-a- 
dozen  holes,  then  take  the  same  number  of  rather  large 
round  bend  hooks,  rather  long  in  the  shank,  and  soften 
the  end  of  shank  in  a gas  jet  by  allowing  them  to  cool 
gradually  ; then  tap  the  holes  and  the  shanks  of  the 
hooks  with  corresponding  die,  and  let  all  the  points  of 
the  hooks,  say  half-a-dozen,  face  the  same  way,  and 
towards  the  fish.  The  ring  will  then  be  heavier  at  the 
bottom  when  placed  to  slide  down  the  line,  and  will 
keep  the  hooks  in  position  when  dropped  on  the  head  of 
the  recumbent  fish.  The  mere  tightening  of  the  string 
will  tilt  the  hooks  on  to  the  head  of  the  fish,  and  fix 
themselves,  and  can  be  then  hauled  through  the  mud. 

I feel  sure  that  I have  no  need  to  tell  “ Old  Hand  ” that 
the  reel  line  should  be  kept  at  full  tension,  whilst  the 
ring  is  passing  down,  and  that  the  float  (if  any)  should 
be  of  such  a shape  as  to  offer  the  least  obstruction. — 

I am,  &c.,  J.  T.  H. 


Sib, — With  respect  to  Messrs.  Jeffery,  Stroud,  Spicer, 
Spong,  &c.,  allowing  their  reels  to  run  off  line  without 
the  slightest  manipulation,  and  catching  roach  50  yards 
off,  I can  only  say  it  would  not  suit 

Trent  Angler  No.  2. 


TO  PAINT  OR  NOT  TO  PAINT. 

Sib, — What  would  you  advise  me  to  paint  a tin  live 
bait  can  with  inside  and  out  so  that  it  will  not  smell  ? I 
have  tried  Aspinall’s  white  enamel  for  the  inside  and 
green  for  the  outside  of  a zinc  can,  but  find  that  it  smells 
too  much  and  kills  the  fish.  I want  to  paint  the  in  and 
outside  one  colour  if  I can,  green,  black,  or  brown 
preferred. — I am,  &c.,  Frank  A.  Parr 

[A  zinc  can  should  not  require  painting  at  all. 
Aspinall’s  paint,  or  any  other  paint,  is  certain  to  give  off 
an  odour  which  is  very  detrimental  to  fish.  If  you  sand- 
paper the  inside  of  the  can  thoroughly,  you  may  paint 
the  outside  with  whatever  colour  suits  you  best  ; but 
give  it  time  to  dry,  and  get  rid  of  the  smell  as  much  as 
possible.  A tin  can  will  rust,  but  should  not  be  painted 
inside  ; keeji  dry  when  not  in  use.] 

THE  ANTI-NIAGARA  WATERPROOF. 

Sir, — Some  five  or  six  years  ago  I saw  an  advertise- 
ment in  your  paper  of  a waterproof,  dubbed  the  “ Anti- 
Niagara.”  I bought  one,  and  found  it  worthy  of  its 


name.  It  was  the  most  genuine  waterproof  I ever  pos- 
sessed, and  did  me  good  service  until  last  year,  when,  at 
the  end  of  the  season,  I left  it  with  my  gillie,  who  was 
very  glad  to  have  it.  I can’t  lay  my  hands  on  the 
name  and  address  (in  London)  of  the  maker.  Can  you 
help  me,  or  can  any  of  your  readers  recommend  a real 
waterproof  — not  one  of  those  toy  articles  which  get 
soaked  through  by  an  hour’s  heavy  rain  ?— I am,  &c., 

O B 

[Will  Mr.  Alfred  Mackrill  kindly  reply  to  this  ? — Ed.] 


RUBBER  SOLUTION. 

Sir, — Can  you  recommend  me  the  best  solution  for 
repairing  a torn  macintosh  overcoat?  Trusting  you 
will  put  a reply  in  your  correspondence  column  this 
week, — I am,  &c.,  A.  E.  Saunders. 

[Purchase  a sixpenny  bottle  of  rubber  solution,  the 
same  kind  as  fishermen  use  for  repairing  their  waders, 
and  put  on  a small  patch  of  same  kind  of  material,  if 
possible.]  ____ 

A STICKY  OILSKIN  COAT. 

Sib, — I have  an  oilskin  coat,  which  has  been 
improperly  dressed — it  sticks  together.  Can  any  of 
your  numerous  readers  suggest  a remedy  ? Any  infor- 
mation will  oblige. — I am,  &c.,  Isis. 


CURIOUS  BOAT  DISCOVERED. 

The  following  cutting  from  the  Irish  Times  has  been 
kindly  forwarded  to  us  by  Dr.  Mayne ; 

“ Sir, — I wish  to  inform  you,  and  you  may  please  insert 
it  in  your  paper,  about  a very  curious  boat  which  has 
been  found  in  the  bog  about  a mile  from  this.  It  is  very 
roughly  made,  being  scooped  out  of  a large  block  of  oak 
about  7ft.  in  length,  with  rough  planks  of  oak  for  seats 
along  the  sides,  and  the  same  at  top  and  bottom.  Then 
there  are  two  oars  of  the  same,  which  when  dug  up  were 
both  resting  against  one  side  of  the  boat.  It  is  very 
rough  to  look  at,  but  when  a little  of  the  outside  is 
scraped  it  is  as  black  as  coal  and  shines  like  ebony.  I 
enclose  a small  chip  of  it.  The  men  about  the  bog  had 
cut  away  portions  of  the  sides,  they  thought  it  such  a 
curiosity.  But  immediately  I heard  of  it  I went  and 
bought  it,  and  prevented  further  damage.  I have  it  at 
present  in  an  open  yard,  and  would  be  glad  to  show 
it  to  anyone.  'The  whole  thing  weighs  about  15  cwt. — 
I am.  &c.,  D J.  Hutton. 

“ P.S. — I think  it  must  have  been  originally  about  15ft. 
under  the  surface.  The  men  said  it  was  filled  with 
stones  when  found,  which  is  strange,  there  being  no 
stones  whatever  about. 

“ Crossmaglen,  County  Armagh,  July  19.” 


AUGUST  BANK  HOLIDAY  ON  THE  CONTINENT. 

The  new  route  vi&  Harwich  and  the  Hook  of  Holland 
offers  exceptional  facilities  to  passengers  who  wish  to 
visit  Holland  for  a few  days.  Holiday-makers  leaving 
London  any  evening,  Sundays  included,  reach  Amster- 
dam, The  Hague,  Scheveningen,  and  other  Dutch  towns 
the  following  morning,  and  the  ssrvice  is  the  same  for 
the  return  journey.  Return  and  tourist  tickets  are 
issued  at  low  fares. 

Cheap  tours  have  also  been  arranged  by  the  Harwlch- 
Antwerp  route,  enabling  tourists  to  visit  Belgium  and 
the  Grand  Duchy  of  Luxemburg,  including  Antwerp, 
Brussels,  LRge,  Spa,  Dinant,  and  the  hitherto  little- 
visited  picturesque  valleys  and  interesting  old  towns  of 
the  Grand  Duchy.  Passengers  leaving  on  Friday  or 
Saturday,  August  4 or  5,  reach  the  Ardennes  the  next 
afternoon,  returning  on  Monday  in  time  to  reach  their 
homes  early  on  Tuesday. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  offers,  in  con- 
junction with  the  General  Steam  Navigation  Company, 
trips  to  Hamburg.  Passengers  will  leave  Liverpool- 
street  Station  at  8 p.m.  on  Wednesday,  August  2,  or 
Saturday,  August  5. 


If  every  man  makes  a new  “ ster”  out  of  something, 
I am  beginning  to  fear  that  we  shall  shortly  see  stories 
like  the  following : Once  upon  a time  there  was  a famous 
gunster  and  rodster.  He  had  a couple  of  friends  who 
were  also  great  devotees  of  the  rod  and  gun.  One  was 
also  a noted  dogster.  These  three  good  friends  had  been 
chums  ever  since  they  were  youngsters,  and  were  now 
well-seasoned  campsters.  canoesters,  and  pun(t)sters. 
These  three  jolly  comrades  kept  clear  of  all  tricksters, 
and  never  allowed  a shyster  near  their  camp.  After  due 
talk  and  smoke  (they  were  all  yarnstersand  smokesters), 
they  decided  to  go  for  an  outing  of  a week  or  ten  days’ 
duration.  Before  setting  out  they  had  to  buy  provisions 
for  the  trip.  They  bought  bread  and  biscuits  from  a 
bakester,  beer,  &c.,  from  a brewster.  They  went  to  a 
hookster  for  fishing  lines,  hooks,  &c.,  and  also  visited  a 
porkster  for  ham  and  bacon,  and  last  of  all  a cowster 
for  butter  and  cheese.  The.v  preferred  to  be  ttysters, 
but  they  also  took  a good-sized  can  from  the  wormster’s. 
They  engaged  a cookster  and  canoester,  but  the  start 
was  scarcely  made  when  the  wind  turned  to  a nor’-easter. 
Soon  they  ivere  all  in  a fluster,  and  being  such  coiusters 
and  punsters,  the  canoe  sank  and  they  were  all 
drowned. — Forest  and  Stream. 


Is  Bkitisii  Sport  Dying  Opt?  has  often  been  a (luestion  for 
discussion,  and  it  is  very  satisfactory  to  know  that  a negative 
answer  can  be  given.  The  phy.sioal  condition  of  Englishmen  has 
improved  during  the  past  lialf  century,  and  tlie  cause  of  this 
satisfactory  chang-i  is  attributed  to  tiie  better  style  - of  living 
which  has  been  adopted  h.v  all  classes.  Men  are  more  temperatt,' 
both  in  eating  »nd  drinking,  and.  above  all.  the  system  is  kept  in 
tone  and  the  bl«od  purilied  by  medicines  of  sterling  worth,  such 
as  Holloway’s  Pills  and  Ointment.  The  taste  for  sport  will  never 
die  while  people  use  these  remedies,  which  will  cure  or  relieve 
any  complaint,  and  give  strength  in  place  of  weakness.  - 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

SATURDAY,  AUGUST  5,  1893. 


Eeyotts  from  Clulrs 


We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning'.  Thursday  flight’s  chibs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  morning.  Addre.se  “ Editor,  Fishing- 
Gazettb,  St.  Dunstan’s  House.  Fetter-lane,  London,” 
marked  “Chub  Report”  outside  envelope. 


Anglers’  Benevolent. — I beg  to  acknowledge  with 
thanks  the  receipt  of  lO.s.  from  the  late  Rye  House  Com- 
petition, and  5s.  annual  subscription  from  the  Scliool 
Board  Angling  Society.  The  next  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee will  take  place  on  Friday  evening,  Aug.  11,  at 
S.30. — R.  Ghuknbt. 

Aberdeen  Amateur  Bock-Bishers’ Association. 

— The  members  of  this  association  held  a competition 
on  Saturday  for  a number  of  prizes.  There  was  a large 
muster  of  competitors,  and,  as  the  weather  was  favour- 
able, some  good  baskets  were  obtained.  The  fishing 
took  place  at  various  points  along  the  coast  between 
Aberdeen  and  Stonehaven.  1,  Alexander  Douglas, 
671b.  12oz. ; 2,  D.  Young,  511b.  ; 3,  Ewen  Riddell,  391b.  ; 

4,  John  Anderson,  351b.  5oz.  ; 5,  William  Campbell, 
351b.  2oz.  ; 6,  R.  Beattie,  281b.;  7,  J.  Smith,  251b.  9oz. ; 

B,  P.  Cushnie,  251b. 

Albert  Piscatorial. — On  the  30th  ult.  Mr.  Warde 
weighed-in  roach,  Mr.  Enever  roach,  Mr.  White  roach. 
Mr.  White  also  weighed-in  dace  on  the  2nd  inst.  Our 
match  has  been  altered  to  a roving  match  (go  where  you 
please),  for  Aug.  6 and  7. — W.  H.  Bryant. 

Allasou  United  Brothers.— On  the  2nd  Mr.  Morgan 
had  roach,  but  did  not  weigh-in,  and  several  of  our 
members  are  going  to  try  for  some  big  fish  in  the 
holidays,  and  I hope  to  see  our  trays  well  tilled. — B. 
Abrahams. 

Alma. — On  July  30  Sid  Cutbush  had  roach,  bream, 
and  dace  (largest  bream,  31b.  lloz.)  ; J.  Scott,  roach, 
bream,  and  dace  (largest  roach,  lib.  Ifoz.) ; W.  Hall, 
roach  and  bream  ; W.  Thornet,  roach,  bream,  dace,  and 
gudgeon  (largest  bream,  21b.  8oz.) ; W.  Hopping,  roach 
and  rudd  ; S.  Masters,  roach  (largest,  lib.  2oz.).  On 
Tuesday  two  hon.  members  were  elected  and  one  working 
member  proposed.  Up  to  the  present,  15s.  had  been 
collected  on  behalf  of  Clapton  A.  S.  Skegness  Relief 
Fund,  but  I hope  to  see  it  increased. — G.  Marriott. 

Amicable  Brothers. — On  July  30  we  had  a very 
decent  show  of  fish,  principally  roach  and  bream  by 
Messrs.  Haynes,  Harding,  Hutchins,  and  Parslow.  Our 
roving  match  takes  place  on  Aug.  16,  at  Amberley 
(Association  water),  for  five  prizes.  We  have  vacancies 
for  a few  members. — F.  G.  Hutchins. 

Battersea  United.  — On  2nd  inst.  Mr.  Wilson 
weighed-in  81b.  8oz.  barbel,  &o.,  and  Mr.  Mackrell 
101b.  Joz.  barbel,  &c.  We  have  made  another  member. 
Will  members  be  present  next  Wednesday  in  order  that 
a day’s  outing  may  be  arranged,  as  we  have  a lot  of 
prizes  to  fish  for? — A.  Trowbridge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers. — We  had  a fair  show  of 
fishon  the  30th  ult.  James  Smith,  bream  and  roach  ; 
H.  Patman,  tench  and  bream  ; W.  Struton,  tench  and 
bream ; J.  Warman,  carp ; H.  Metcalfe,  carp ; total 
gross  weight  39Jlb.  The  competition  for  the  August 
series  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  the  13th,  place  and 
conditions  to  be  decided  at  the  weekly  meeting  on  the 
11th. — A.  Conn. 

Blackfriars. — Our  match  took  place  on  July  30,  at 
Wateringbury.  Mr.  Downes  first;  Mr.  Sommerville 
second  ; Mr.  Marigold  third.  Others  had  fish,  but  not 
enough  to  take  a prize.  I wish  to  announce  that  wm 
have  a visit  on  the  Central  Association  on  Monday, 
August  14,  when  I hope  to  see  a full  room.  Mr.  Dawson 
was  elected  a working  member  on  Wednesday.  Will 
members  kindly  come  up  next  week  and  arrange  when 
and  where  we  shall  have  our  annual  dinner  outing. — 
J.  Foster. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers.— On  the  30th  ult.  we  had  a 
nice  show  of  fish  ; Messrs.  C.  Davis,  roach  and  bream  ; 
J.  Stevens,  roach  and  rudd ; H.  Davis,  roach  and  dace  ; 
Brown,  roach.  I am  sorry  to  say  we  have  lost  another 
of  our  members,  Mr.  Holmes,  who  died  after  a short 
illness. — D.  Warren. 

Brompton. — On  July  30  Messrs.  Cecil,  Davis,  and 
Ashby  brought  up  roach,  dace,  and  bream.  On  Monday 
Mr.  Avis  had  a very  nice  show  of  roach,  heaviest  fish 
lib.  lloz.,  and  a bream  21b.  9Joz.,  from  the  Medway. 
The  first  outing  will  take  place  at  Yalding  on  Aug.  13, 
those  who  intend  going  down  are  requested  to  give  their 
names  in  next  Wednesday  evening.  Another  prize  was 
given  for  the  competition. — H.  R. 

Brothers  Well  Met.  — On  July  30  Mr.  Bass 
weighed-in  111b.  3oz.  roach  from  the  Lea.  Mr.  Elderton 
was  the  winner  of  our  gross  weight  prize  for  July,  with 
511b.  8oz.  roach  and  rudd.  We  have  two  gross  weight 
prizes  for  this  month,  one  for  Wednesdays,  and  one  tor 
Sundays.— Hy.  Tame. 

Bruns'wick  Brothers.— On  July  30  the  following 
weighed-in  : Mr.  H.  Bones,  bream,  roach,  chub,  perch 
(three  heaviest  bream  weighing  lllb.  13oz.) ; C.  Wilson, 
B.  Bissell,  J.  Watkins,  C.  Parmenter,  G.  Mearing,  B. 
Lees,  N.  Lees,  jun.,  and  A.  Thompson.  Three  more 
members  have  been  made.  The  remaining  prizes  will 
be  fished  for  on  the  6th  and  7th  inst.  (roving),  both  days’ 
takes  to  eount  as  one.  During  the  evening  Mr.  Powel 
West  brought  in  a fine  show  of  bream  and  roach 
(181b.  13oz.)  from  Amberley.  A party  of  our  members 
intend  fishing  the  Norfolk  Broads  on  Bank  Holiday. — 
J.  Watkins. 

Cambridge  Friendly. — Since  the  opening  of  the 
season  the  following  have  had  some  excellent  fish : Mr. 
Vincent  two  trout,  largest  21b.  9|oz.  ; Mr.  Fitzgibbon, 


tench  ; Mr.  Carville,  a nice  trout ; Mr.  Hutchins,  a 
tench  21b.  loz.  ; W.  Lawler,  tench ; Wilson,  roach, 
largest  11b.  8oz. ; Warsop,  pike,  roach,  and  rudd, 
311b.  13Joz. ; Mr.  Carter,  bream  and  roach  ; Mr.  Scutt, 
bream  and  roach  ; and  Mr.  Allen  roach. — W.  Sutton. 

Camden. — On  July  30  our  trays  were  in  a flourishing 
condition,  Mr.  R.  Marshall  having  a nice  show  of  jack, 
roach,  and  bream,  also  Messrs.  Locke,  Miller,  and 
Critchen  contributing  their  share  to  them.  I would 
remind  all  members  that  we  weigh-in  fish  until  Wednes- 
day. Aug.  9. — E.  White,  sec. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun. — The  following 
members  were  successful  on  the  30th  : Mr.  Macdonnell, 
bream  and  roach  from  Amberley,  161b.  6oz. ; Mr.  R. 
Sharpless,  roach,  dace,  and  perch  from  the  Thames, 
71b.  2oz.  ; Mr.  W.  Cooper,  a jack  ; and  Mr.  Castell, 
roach.  Four  prizes  presented  by  Mr.  H.  Taylor  will  be 
fished  for  on  the  8th,  at  Harlow,  pegged  down.  Honorary 
membeis  can  compete.  8 2 a.m.  train  from  Liverpool- 
street.- Cas. 

Clapham  Junction. — On  July  30  we  fished  a com- 
petition at  Woking  ttii«s  prizes,  a.s  follows  ; Messrs. 

J.  Willgofs,  81b.  8Joz.,  roach,  first;  A.  Turner,  31b., 
roachanddace,  second;  E.  Porter, 21b. 3joz., roach, third. 

H.  Moore,  21b.  13Joz.,  roach  ; T.  Marchant,  21b.  l^oz., 
roach  ; H.  J.  Remington,  lib.  8Joz.,  roach  ; C.  Chap- 
man, 11b.  7|oz.,  roach  ; E.  Barber,  11b.  joz.,  roach  and 
dace;  Messrs.  Jameson.  Bowater,  R.  Chapman,  Eyres, 
&c.,  also  having  fish.  We  have  subscribed  15s.  towards 
the  Skegness  disaster. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clissold. — On  Thursday  last  we  added  two  new  rules 
to  our  books,  and  arranged  prizes  for  August  holiday. 
On  July  20  the  following  weighed-in  ; Anthony,  51b. 
roach  ; White,  roach  ; Kejworth,  roach  ; Found,  roach  ; 
Potter,  roach  ; Lefevre,  roach  : Pound  being  one  of  the 
successful  winners  of  a timepiece  at  the  competition  at 
Waltham  Cross. — W.  Lefevre. 

Dalston. — On  July  30,  Messrs.  Wild,  Wythe,  and 
Parram  weighed-in  some  very  fine  roach  and  chub,  some 
of  the  roach  scaling  over  11b.  Members  please  note  that 
they  can  weigh-in  on  Sunday  and  Monday  next. — S. 
Malby. 

Eagle. — We  had  a magnificent  show.  On  J uly  23, 
Mr.  C.  Burnett,  101b.  roach  (heaviest  IJlb.),  and  on 
July  30,  9Jlb  bream  and  61b.  roach  (heaviest  lib.  5Joz.)  ; 
Mr.  C.  Ashmore,  roach  and  dace  on  July  27  ; Mr.  T. 
Barlow, 251b.  roach  (all  good  size);  Mr.  T.  Collier,  same 
day,  721b.  of  nice  bream  (heaviest  21b.  lOoz.).  On 
July  29,  Mr.  H.  Day  101b.  roach  from  Wiltshire  (heaviest 
lib.  5oz  ),  &c.  Our  prize  list  consists  of  twenty- 
three  prizes,  the  first  two  of  which  are  to  be  fished  for 
on  Bank  Holiday.  We  made  three  more  new  members 
this  week. — Duncan  Sharland. 

Edmonton  and  Tottenham. — On  July  30,  the 
following'  members  weighed-in:  Messrs.  J.  Hadkiss, 
roach  and  bream  ; W.  W esser,  roach  ; G.  Letch  and  W. 
Coppins,  roach.  We  fish  for  eight  prizes  on  Aug.  6 and  7, 
both  days  to  weigh-in.  The  result  of  Mrs.  Selwood’s 
concerts  is  as  follows  : 1,  1392  ; 2,  958  ; 3,  738 ; 4,  49 ; 
5,  5;  6,  297  : 7,  281 ; 8,  1446.— J.  Hadkiss,  sec. 

Enterprise. — On  July  30  we  competed  for  the  first 
weekly  prize,  which  was  won  by  Mr.  Tuck,  with  a roach 
of  lib.  3oz.  Messrs.  Phesay,  Claridge,  and  Knight  had 
roach,  and  Mr.  Wade  roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  Corral  had 
five  nice  dace  from  9o*.  to  lloz.  Will  members  please 
clear  the  books  before  competing. — W.  H.  Tuck. 

Epsom. — Since  my  last  report  the  following  have 
weighed-in  : Messrs.  Howell  and  Wiltshire,  81b.  bream 
and  roach  ; E.  W.  Hailes,  two  roach  and  two  dace, 
lib.  9tOZ.  ; W.  Simmonds,  perch  and  gudgeon. — E.  W. 
Hailes. 

Fox’est  Gate. — The  weight  of  the  specimen  roach  last 
week  should  have  been  lib.  4oz.  instead  of  4oz.  On  J uly  30 
Mr.  Mendham  weighed-in  roach  ; W.  Mayes,  roach  ; W.  H. 
Talbot,  some  fine  bream;  J.  Howell,  bream;  W.  J. 
Talbot,  perch  ; W.  Bailey,  dace.  Members  are  requested 
to  attend  on  Wednesday  next  to  make  arrangements  for 
a match,  and  other  business.  Three  new  members  have 
been  made.  Gentlemen  desirous  of  joining  a first-class 
club  should  apply  to  W.  J.  Talbot,  6,  Ismalia-road, 
Forest  Gate.  E. 

Funny  Folks. — On  the  23rd,  Messrs.  Biggs  weighed 
121b.  6'ioz.  ; P.  Wdlard,  101b.  ; S.  Hill,  21b.  llioz.  ; F. 
Vanhegan,  21b.  lOjoz.,  from  Amberley ; and  W.  Ivory, 
lib.  8oz.,  from  the  Lea.  On  the  30cb,  Messrs.  Biggs 
weighed  101b.  15oz.,  one  roach  lib.  6jOz.  ; F.  Vanhegan, 
31b.  lOJoz.  ; and  S.  Hill,  11b.  2|oz.,  from  Amberley  ; Mr. 
W.  Ivory,  41b.  14foz  , one  roach  lib.  Ijoz.  ; and  P. 
Willard,  roach.  We  have  made  two  more  members,  Mr. 
J.  Harwood  and  H.  Whitebread,  and  another  on  the 
books  for  next  week. — J.  W.  Biggs. 

General  Post  Office.— We  have  had  a few  good 
shows  of  fish  taken  by  the  following  members  : Mr. 
Neale,  roach  and  bream,  Oyb.  ; Mr.  Groves,  roach,  191b. ; 
also  some  fine  roach  taken  by  Mr.  Jordan.  Several 
other  members  were  out  but  returned  too  late  to  weigh- 
in. — L.  W.  Doinne. 

Globe. — We  had  but  a small  show  of  fish  on  July  30, 
101b.  8oz.  of  roach,  bream,  &c.,  taken  by  Messrs. 
Stelibings,  Caborn,  AV.  Lawrence,  Riggs,  Ballard,  and 
Standen.  There  are  two  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  Bank 
Holiday.  Members  can  weigh-in  until  12  p.m.  that 
evening. — A.  Payne. 

Golden  Barbel. — On  July  30  Messrs.  Chapman, 
bream  and  roach,  311b.  13oz. ; Vinall,  do,,  lllb.  l^oz.  ; 
W.  Bouring,  do.,  lllb.  Ijoz.  ; Rich,  dace  and  roach, 
51b.  7aOZ. ; Trowbridge,  roach,  41b.  7Joz. ; Fowler,  do,, 
11b.  15jOz. ; Porter,  do.,  3lb.  joz. ; Brewer,  bream, 
21b.  15joz.  ; and  Monk,  do.,  11b.  8oz.,  and  dace,  11b.  ioz. 
Tuesday  last  was  quarterly  night ; all  members  must 
clear  the  books  by  Tuesday  next. — J.  Roach. 

Good  Intent.  — Nearly  fifty  members  fished  at 
Cheshunt  on  July  30  for  prizes.  D.  Flint,  1 ; Burton, 


2;  Almeratb,3;  .1.  Sollomon,  4 ; Hastings,  5 : Gadbury, 

6;  D.  Sims,  7 ; Hurle,  8 ; Loyd,  9 ; Bowker,  10.  Mr.  H. 
Devon  had  dace  and  trout  from  Hertford.  On  Tuesday 
Mr.  A.  Taylor  brought  in  a good  show  of  roach  from  the 
Lea  (ore  fish  11b.  7ioz.).  Our  annual  dinner  takes  place 
at  the  Rye  House  on  the  21st  inst.,  Mr.  H.  J.  Tibbatts 
chairman;  Mr.  J.  Williams  vice  ditto. — R.  Murphy. 

Grange.— During  the  last  six  or  seven  days  several 
of  onr  members  have  been  out,  but  their  takes  have  not 
been  very  large.  Among  the  most  successful  was  Mr. 
Chris.  Green,  who  had  a nice  show  of  roach  and  tench 
on  tlie  28th  ult.,  scaling  just  over  181b.  W.  K. 

Great  Eastern. — We  fished  a peg-down  match  at 
Hatfield  Peverel,  on  July  30,  as  follows:  Messrs.  F. 
Wheeler  (1),  lib.  S^oz.,  teapot,  value  15s.;  Grande  (2), 
lib.  ioz.,  tea  service,  value  lOs.  6d. ; W.  Barling  (3), 
12^oz.,  jack  rod;  T.  Tetsal  (4),  7oz  , landing  net  and 
stick;  and  W.  Steere  (5),  b^oz.,  value  5s.- G.  F. 
Weaver. 

Groat  ETortliern  Brothers.— Only  a few  members 
weighed-in  on  the  30th  ult.,  but  the  result  was  a very 
nice  show  of  roach,  bream,  and  dace.  ,J.  Osborne, 
281b  12oz.  ; J.  Cartwright,  121b.  9oz.  ; W.  Parkin, 

T21b.  13oz  ; J.  K.  Fitch,  71b.  15oz. ; H.  Duncombe, 
61b.  12oz.;  J.  A.  Fitch,  41b.  12oz.  ; and  W.  Creasey, 
41b.  lloz.  Total,  781b.  4oz.— J.  A.  Fitch. 

Gresham. — On  Tuesday  the  chair  was  occupied  by 
Mr.  G.  Chambers,  vice-president.  One  new  member  was 
elected.  The  following  reports  of  fish  taken  were  made  ; 
Mr.  Allen,  a mixed  lot  of  roach,  dace,  chub,  jack,  and 
eels,  and  some  tench,  one  of  which  weighed  3rlb.  ; Mr. 
Marshall  and  two  friends,  401b.  of  bream,  some  of 
them  up  to  31b.  ; Mr.  Parker  and  two  friends,  131b. 
flounders  ; Mr.  Hall,  dace,  roach,  and  a perch,  with  fly ; 
Messrs.  Goodwin  and  Close,  roach  and  bream  ; Mr. 
Zerfass,  roach  and  dace  Irom  the  Old  Fleet  River; 
Mr.  Dippie,  dace  from  St.  Margaret’s,  one  of  Jib. ; 
Mr.  Bramley,  roach  and  dace  from  the  New  River; 
Mr.  Gibson,  a trout  of  2.pb.  from  the  Kennet ; 
Mr.  Hesse,  eight  roach  from  Flanders  Weir.  Dr 
Ladell  had  been  pollack  fishing  in  Cornwall,  and 
promised  on  a future  occasion  to  read  a paper  on  his 
experiences.  A further  sum  of  9s.  fid.  was  subscribed 
towards  the  Skegness  fund.  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman,  hon. 
librarian,  presented  two  books  to  the  library,  for  which 
a vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  him.  Some  of  the 
members  arranged  to  go  to  the  AValton  Tercentenary 
meeting  at  Broxbourne  on  the  9th.  Arrangements  were 
made  for  the  bream  competition  for  prizes  on  the  Ouse^ 
at  Tempsford,  on  the  15th  inst.  To  leave  by  the  7.45 
train  from  King’s  Cross.  Dr.  Giinther,  F.R.S.,  of  the 
Natural  History  Section  of  the  British  Museum,  was 
elected  an  honorary  member.  There  will  be  no  meeting 
next  Tuesday,  Aug.  8. — James  Tayler. 

Hearts  of  Oak.— On  July  30  Messrs.  Holmes  had 
bream  ; Russell,  roach  ; and  A.  Fish,  bream  and  roach. 
On  Wednesday  we  were  presented  with  a pair  of  hand- 
some pictures  and  a pair  of  figures  to  be  fished  for.—  W. 
Fenner. 

Highbury. — During  the  week  we  have  had  some 
good  shows  by  the  following  : Mr.  Cornish,  61b.  ^oz.  of 
roach  and  dace  from  the  Lea ; Mr.  Glover,  about  51b.  of 
roach,  perch,  and  dace  from  the  Colne  (largest  roach, 
11b.  4oz.)  ; Mr.  Burton,  roach;  and  Mr.  Westrup  and 
myself,  dace  from  the  Thames. — G.  H.  Rutherford. 

Horseferry. — We  compete  for  prizes  on  Aug.  20. 
Conditions  to  be  arranged  on  Wednesday  next.  Mr. 
Jones  was  elected  a member.  After  the  usual  business 
the  evening  concluded  with  harmony.  F.  Taylor. 

Hoxton  Brothers.— On  July  30  A.  Hattemore 
weighed-in  9ilb.  of  roach  ; F.  Newton,  91b.  tench,  also 
roach  and  bream  ; and  Mr.  Barrington,  roach,  dace,  and 
one  bream,  31b.  8Joz..  from  the  sea — R Ghurney. 

Independent  Brothers.— On  July  30  the  fo Towing 
w,iighed-in ; Mr.  Pope,  bream  and  roach ; Mr-  Fitz- 
gerald, roach;  Mr.  Bigsby,  roach  and  tench;  Mr. 
Davies,  bream  and  roach.  The  usual  conditions  lor  the 

holidays  (one  weigh-in  only).— G.  Bigsby. 

Islington  Brothers. — On  July  30  the  following 
weighed-in  : Messrs.  Wright,  carp  and  roach ; Holdw, 
carp;  Caroenter,  roach;  Wellstead,  roach;  and  J.  H. 
Herbert,  roach.  It  has  been  settled  to  hold  a concert 
for  the  benefit  of  the  widows  and  orphans  in  the 
Skegness  disaster. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton.  — As  announced  last  week,  the 
members  will  compete  for  four  special  prizes  on  Wed- 
nesday next,  the  9th  inst.,  between  Burnt  Mill  and 
Harlow  ; also  for  four  ditto.,  on  the  13th  inst.,  between 
Ware  Bridg'G  and  Ware  Park  Mills.  Messrs.  0*.  Bliss, 
AV.  H.  Mecham,  and  T.  AV.  Garrard,  weighed-in  bream 
on  July  3).  Mr.  C.  Layton  had  roach  on  the  sa,me  day. 
On  AVednesday,  the  2nd  inst.,  Messrs.  T.  Harrison  and 
C.  Layton  liad  some  handsome  roach  and  x!)erch.  Mr. 
AV.  H.  Mecham  had  a tray  of  fine  bream  on  the  same 
day.  Mr.  H.  C.  AVheatley  also  weighed-in  roach.— 
H B 

izaak  Walton  (Cre-we).— The  public  fishing  matcli 
of  this  society  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  September  2, 
at  Minshall  Vernon  Canal.  Some  very  nice  prizes  are 
offered,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  fishermen  oi  the 
engine  town  will  muster  in  great  force  that  day,-^ 

Horace.  , ^ a t i.  t i 

Jubilee.— On  July  30  we  fished  a match  at  Langley 
for  seven  prizes,  five  of  which  were  taken  : l,^Mr. 
Barrett,  roach  ; 2,  Mr.  Bence,  do.  ; 3,  Mr.  L.  Wright, 
tench ; 4,  Mr.  J.  Scott,  roach  and  tench  ; 5,  Mr.  H. 
Wright,  roach. — A.  Ide.  , 

Junior  Fly-Fisliers.— J.  Tayler,  Esq.,  in  the  chair. 
The  circular  re  Skegness  disaster  was  ordered  to  he  held 
over.  Several  members  will  go  to  the  Izaak  AValton 
Tercentenary  on  Wednesday  next  at  Broxbourne.  Those 
who  have  not  given  their  names  to  the  secretary  must 
obtain  their  tickets  direct  from  R.  B.  Mars^on,  Esq. 
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Oar  president  hopes  to  meet  a good  number  of  our 
members  on  the  occasion,  with  their  fly-rods.  A good 
train  leaves  Liverpool-street  at  11  o’clock.  Mr.  Hall 
reported  having  had  a successful  day  with  the  roach, 
taking  about  91h.,  and  one  perch  of  14oz.  Mr. 
Close,  121b.  of  roach  and  one  bream  ; Mr.  Horace 
Howard,  several  dace  over  Mb.,  largest  lO.jOz.  On 
Thursday  next  it  is  proposed  to  bear  the  “ Holiday 
Experiences  of  Members.’’ — Hon.  Sec. 

Junior  Piscatorials. — A prize  competition  took 
place  on  the  30th,  at  Wateringbury.  and  resulted  in 
some  good  takes  of  roach  and  bream  by  Messrs.  A.  J. 
Slatter,  J.  K.  Orsman,  and  J.  W.  Freeman.  The  latter 
gentleman  and  Mr.  H.  G.  Penny  ran  a dead  heat  for 
first  prize,  both  having  a roach  of  12oz. ; Mr.  A.  J. 
Slatter  brought  home  some  nice  roach  and  perch  from 
Dorking  on  Tuesday  last,  the  heaviest  perch  weighing 
11b.— W.  W.  C. 

Iiincoln. — On  July  30  we  fished  for  four  half-guineas 
at  Bourne  End  ; 1,  Mr.  T.  Griffiths,  21b.  9jOz.  ; 2,  Mr. 
Watling,  21b.  3Joz.  ; 3,  Mr.  Holmes,  11b.  9|oz.  ; and  4, 
Mr.  Nelson,  11b.  3^oz.  Mr.  Stimer,  Mr.  Irish,  and  Mr. 
More  also  having  fish.  Members  may  weigh-in  from 
Saturday  two  o’clock  until  Monday  night  10.45. — W. 
Watling. 

Iiiverpool. — It  has  been  decided  to  have  the  Bank 
Holiday  outing  to  the  Dee,  near  Ruabon,  in  that  portion 
preserved  by  Sir  W.  H.  ’Wynn,  Bart.,  who  has  kindly 
placed  it  at  our  disposal  for  that  day.  There  will  be 
Wo  prizes  for  fine  fish  and  three  for  other  fish.  There 
have  been  some  good  takes  of  trout  from  the  reservoir  at 
Pen-y-Cae,  Mr.  H.  Hood  having  the  heaviest,  11b.  lOoz., 
and  the  Knowsley  water  has  also  been  fishing  well. — 
R.  WOOLPALL. 

lioni'llboroag'li  Soar. — The  members  of  this  club 
(which  now  number  210)  fished  a competition  on  Satur- 
day last.  The  sum  of  ,£8  10s.  was  divided  into  twenty 
prizes,  and  were  all  taken.  They  were  distributed  at 
the  Three  Horse  Shoes  Hotel,  when  Host  Spencer  was 
warmly  complimented  upon  the  admirable  manner  in 
which  he  had  caried  out  his  part  of  the  programme. 
The  evening  passed  in  toasts,  siieeches,  harmony,  and 
good  fellowship. — H.  Pkince. 

Marylebone. — On  July  30  the  following  weighed-in  : 
Messrs.  Fisher,  bream ; Pearce,  rudd ; and  Collins, 
roach. — J.  Melbourne. 

Mildmay. — Several  members  were  out  on  July  30, 
Mr.  E.  Jones  being  the  only  one  to  bring  up  fish.  Mr. 
W.  Hall  had  a nice  take  of  roach,  but  did  not  weigh-in. 
Another  new  member  has  joined  us.  The  next  meeting 
will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  Aug.  15. — J.  Comber. 

llSitre  Brothers. — On  July  30  we  had  a fine  show  of 
roach,  Messrs.  Collins  and  Timmins  were  the  successful 
competitors  for  prizes.  On  July  31  G.  Goodings  was 
elected  a working  member,  and  R.  Smith  an  honorary 
member.  New  members  may  obtain  particulars  at  the 
bar,  or  of — A.  Toplis 

North-Bast  Brothers. — A few  of  our  members 
were  out  on  July  30  with  the  following  result : R.  Mouns- 
low,  first,  15s.  ; G.  Millwood,  second,  lOs.  ; third  prize 
not  taken.  The  following  also  had  a nice  show:  C. 
Lamb,  sen.,  bream,  201b.,  one  specimen  41b.  4oz.  ; 
roach,  51b.  4oz.,  one  specimen,  11b.  lOoz. ; A.  Lewis, 
bream,  111b.  lOoz.  ; roach,  13joz.  ; C.  Lamb,  jun.,  bream, 
111b.  ; roach,  6oz.  Peg-down  match  August  7,  at  Ches- 
hunt. — A.  Lewis. 

North  liOndon. — On  July  23  we  had  a fair  show  of 
fish  by  the  following  members  : Messrs.  H.  Stretch, 
W.  Stretch,  Greg,  Hayes,  consisting  of  bream,  roach, 
perch,  and  gudgeon.  On  July  30  Mr.  H.  Stretch 
weighed-in  bream  and  perch.  Several  members  were 
out,  but  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  weigh-in.  — H. 
Stretch. 

Original  Alexandra.  — On  July  30  we  fished 
Dagennam  Lake  for  eight  special  prizes,  as  follows  : E. 
Brockett,  jun,,l  ; B.  Preston, 2;  R.  Brockett, 3;  H.  Hack, 
4;  H.  Brockett.  5;  J.  Brewer,  0;  G.  Allen,  7;  H. 
Gabb,  8.  Mr.  E.  Brockett,  sen.,  had  a fine  show  of 
roach  and  bream.  Members  may  weigh-in  on  Sunday 
and  Bank  Holiday  (Monday) — two  days  count  as  one. 
The  revised  rules  are  ready,  and  can  be  had  of  the 
secretary.  We  have  a good  prize  list,  over  d£40  in 
special,  annual,  and  specimen  prizes.  We  have  room 
for  a few  more  members  ; honorary,  5s.,  privilege  ticket 
included. — C.  Dennis. 

Park. — A peg-down  match  will  take  place  in  the 
Forty-guinea  Water  for  four  prizes  on  Aug.  13. — W. 
Skeqgs 

Peckham  Brothers.— Last  month’s  gross  weight 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Steadman  with  301b.,  Mr.  Brancher 
being  second  ; his  take  on  July  30  was  91b.  of  roach. 
The  next  match  will  take  place  on  Aug.  13  (to  be  open). 
Going  away  on  Saturday  allowed. — W.  E.  G. 

Phcenix.— On  July  30  Mr.  Elbourn  had  KJlb.  of 
bream  (largest  31b.  12|oz.)  ; Mr.  Baffler  had  two  nice 
roach,  11b.  2Joz.  and  lib.  IJoz.,  scoring  two  more  points 
for  Mr.  Carter’s  prize.  Messrs.  R.  Carr,  F.  Dove, 
C.  Dove,  and  A.  Mares  had  nice  shows,  bream  and 
roach  ; Mr.  C.  Chapman  had  a jack.  On  Sunday  and 
Monday  five  prizes  will  be  angled  for,  members  to  go 
where  they  like,  all  fish  to  weigh. — H.  W.  Morgan. 

Pixie  Brothers.— In  the  competition  at  Amberley 
Mr.  Utting  took  the  first  prize.  The  two  remaining 
prizes  will  be  fished  for  between  Staines  and  Windsor, 
all  members  to  ride  to  Egham  on  Aug.  20. — E.  Pyne. 

Prince  Arthur.  'Ptiere  will  be  no  meeting  next 
Wednesday,  being  holiday  week;  our  meeting  stands 
adjourned  till  Aug.  10.  On  July  30  the  following 
weighed-in:  Mr.  Buck,  barbel  and  dace,  lOlb.  3oz.  ; Mr. 
Rodber,  chub  and  dace,  01b.  8oz.  ; Mr.  Scott,  a chub  and 
dace.  Mr.  Kearley  was  made  a working  member. — • 
J.  Scott. 


Prince  of  'Wales. — On  July  30,  Messrs.  Porter, 
Robins,  Hayden,  Brett,  and  Grummett  had  bream,  and 
Mr.  Whitford,  dace  (several  over  9.joz  ).  It  is  proposed 
to  present  Mr.  French  (who  rescued  one  of  our  members 
from  a watery  grave),  vjith  a testimonial  for  his 
courageous  conduct. — W.  Bowter. 

BiOdney  Piscatorials.  — We  fished  our  second 
monthly  outing  at  Amberley  on  July  30.  when  all  the 
prizes  were  taken  as  follows  : Messrs.  F.  Lamberton, 
roacb,  dace,  and  bream,  1st. : J.  Wigley,  roach  and 
bream,  2nd  ; G.  Sharman,  roach  and  bream,  3rd;  F.  T. 
Lamberton,  roach,  4th  ; J.  Davis,  roach  and  bream  ; W. 
Lamberton,  roach  and  bream.  Mr.  W.  R.  Crisp  has 
been  nominated  a working  member.  We  have  room  for 
a few  more  working  and  honorary. — F.  T.  Lamberton. 

Poyal  George.— The  winners  at  the  outing  at 
BasingstokeCanal  are  rfFirst,  Mr.  Hughes,  jun. ; second, 
Mr.  Marchant : third,  Mr.  Hughes,  sen.;  fourth,  Mr. 
Shaw,  jun. ; fifth,  Mr.  Pain  ; sixth,  Mr.  Harris  ; seventh, 
Mr.  Robinson.  'The  following  weighed-in  on  Jul.v  30  : 
Mr.  Hughes,  jun.,  bream  and  roach  ; Mr.  Holder,  bream, 
roach,  and  gudgeon  ; Mr.  Harris,  bream  and  roach  ; Mr. 
Robinson,  bream  and  roach  ; Mr.  Gibbons,  dace  ; Mr. 
Weaver,  roach  and  dace ; Mr.  Shaw,  jun  , bream 
and  roach;  Mr.  Shaw,  sen.,  bream  and  roach; 
and  Mr.  Webber,  roach.  We  have  made  another 
working  member.  Monday  being  Bank  Holiday 
members  may  weigh-in  Sunday  and  Monday’s  takes  on 
Monday  night,  or  Sunday’s  take  on  Sunday  night,  but 
no  member  can  weigh  in  on  both  nights.  A committee 
meeting  is  called  for  next  Wednesday  at  9 o’clock  sharp. 
— W.  R.  Shaw. 

Second  Surrey. — On  the  30th,  Messrs.  J.  T.  Wright, 
A,  Forester,  and  J.  Wright  had  a good  show  of  roach, 
bream,  and  dace.  Several  other  members  had  fish,  but 
did  not  bring  them  up  to  the  club,  two  of  our  honorary 
members — Henry  and  Horace  Howard — securing  thirteen 
dace  over  8oz.  (the  former  five,  and  Horace,  eight,  in- 
cluding one  of  lO.joz.).  On  Tuesday  night  Mr.  M.  John- 
son was  proposed  as  an  honorary  member. — J.  Wright. 

Serapis. — On  July  30  the  following  weighed-in  : Mr. 
J.  Edwards,  bream,  341b.  ; Mr.  Hunt,  one  bream  from 
the  Lea,  Gib.  3oz.  ; Mr.  Laming,  roach,  31b.  9oz.  ; Mr. 
Frost,  roach,  21b.  Many  of  the  show  were  good  speci- 
mens. On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Frost  weighed-in  G^b.  nice 
roach.  We  made  one  new  member,  and  deputed  a 
a member  to  attend  the  Walton  festival  at  Broxbourne 
on  Wednesday  next,  which  I trust  will  be  well  repre- 
sented.— J.  Laming. 

Seymour  Brothers.  — On  July  ,30  the  following 
members  weighed-in : Messrs.  C.  Holmes,  bream  and 
roach,  61b.  5oz.  : Petrie,  roach  and  dace,  nearly  Gib.  ; 
Bigsby,  bream,  51b.  : North,  roach  and  dace,  41b.,  one 
bream,  31b.  lOJoz.  ; Weber,  chub  and  dace,  51b.  13|oz., 
one  fish  lib.  lloz;  J.  Wright,  roach  and  jack,  31b.  7Ioz.  ; 
Smith,  jun.,  roach  and  perch,  21b.  9:ioz.,  one  perch  11b.  ; 
and  Barnes,  roach  and  dace,  11b.  ll’foz.  On  Wednesday 
last  Mr.  Lambert,  with  roach,  perch,  and  bream, 
51b.  7|oz.,  one  roach  lib.  lOfoz. — C.  B.  Lumby. 

Shepherd’s  Bush. — A further  sum  of  £5  has  been 
placed  in  the  P.O.S.B.,  making  a total  of  ^20  5s.  The 
next  competition  will  take  place  on  Aug.  IG.  ’I’he 
president,  on  July  23  and  30,  weighed-in  Gib.  14rOZ.  and 
51b.  13joz.  dace,  among  which  was  a specimen  of  8Joz. 
Mr.  Brooke,  fly-fishing,  also  had  a specimen  of  8oz.  ; Mr. 
Rogers,  fly-fishing,  31b.  14joz.  of  dace  ; a Thames  trout 
of  31b.  4xoz.  stands  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Holloway.  The 
best  weights  of  other  members  are  Mr.  Baldock,  bream, 
roach,  and  rudd,  181b.  4jOZ.  (best  bream  31b.  lOJoz  ) ; 
Mr.  Harris,  bream,  dace,  and  roach,  81b.  8oz.  ; and  the 
hon.  secretary,  bream  and  roach,  121b.  8oz.  (largest  roach 
lib.  IJoz.) — C.  B. 

Silver  Trout. — On  July  31  Mr.  Curtis  was  again 
champion,  with  ISJlb.  of  tench,  perch,  and  roach  ; Mr. 
Cherry,  bream  101b.  ; Smales,  bream,  rudd,  and  roach, 
8jlb.  ; Clark,  bream  and  roach  7jlb.,  from  our  club 
water.  On  'Tuesday  last  Mr.  Smales  weighed-in  47ilb. 
of  bream  and  roach.  The  case  of  Mrs.  'Talbot  and  family 
was  brought  forsvard,  and  it  was  decided  to  support  it. 
Bank  Holidays  now  count  for  weighing-in. — Pelican. 

Small  Arms. — Our  member.s  had  good  sport  last 
week.  J.  Spragg,  on  the  25th,  91b.  3oz.  roach.  On  the 
27th,  W.  Bntler,  31b.  8oz.  roach  ; J.  Spragg,  41b.  13oz. 
roach;  J.  Johnson,  11b.  8oz.  On  the  29th,  J.  Spragg, 
31b.  7oz.  ; J.  Johnson,  8oz.  ; H.  Smith,  one  roach,  13oz. ; 
A.  Johnson,  31b.  roach  ; and  G.  Pycroft,  41b.  chub. — 
Sec. 

Sociable  Brothers. — Our  members  fished  a pegged- 
down  match  at  Cheshunt.  T.  Coats,  41b.  Ijoz. ; J. 
Taylor,  31b.  15joz  ; 'T.  Jones,  31b.  7ioz.  ; Mr.  Harris, 
31b.  3oz.  : Dean,  21b.  ISjOz.  ; Shead,  21b.  8oz.  ; Norris, 
lib.  14foz. ; Henry,  11b.  13oz.  McQuin,  Webb,  Wells, 
J.  Breedon,  J.  Brown,  and  Sayce  also  had  fish.  M.  A. 
Marks,  71b.  9jOz.  roach,  31b.  1.5.joz.  bream  — T.  S. 

South  IiOndoil  List. — The  next  visit  on  the  above 
list  will  be  to  the  Waggoners  Angling  Society,  held  at 
the  George  and  Dragon,  Vauxhall  Cross,  opposite 
Vauxhall  Station,  on  August  15,  when  I trust  to  see 
every  society  on  the  list  represented — A,  Conn, 

Stepney. — The  following  weighed-in  roach  on  J uly  30  : 
Messrs.  Woodford,  West,  and  Chamberlin.  'Two  of  our 
members  took  prizes  in  the  match  at  Waltham  (Mr. 
West  and  Mr.  Woodford  a clock  each). — G.  Marrows. 

United  Brothers.  — Our  trays  were  well  filled  on 
July  30  by  the  following  : Messrs.  F.  Beak,  W.  Windred, 
bream  ; and  H.  'Tyler,  roach  and  bream  ; J.  Oakley  and 

F.  Belton,  roach  ; H.  Fennell,  roach  and  dace  (one  dace 
9voz.);  J.  Steer,  roach  and  dace  (one  dace  8yOz.) ; and 

G.  Belton,  roach.  'Total  791b.  9{oz. — H.  Tyler. 

'Waggoners. — On  the  30th  the  following  weighed- 

in  : Mr.  Powell,  bream  and  perch,  a fine  show  ; Mr. 
Joseph,  bream,  roach  ; Mr.  Clegg,  roach  and  dace;  Mr. 
Betts,  roach  and  dace ; Mr.  Howson,  roach  and  dace. 


We  had  a good  meeting  J on!  Aug.  1,  Mr.  Phillips  in  the 
chair.  Mr.  Soar  was  elected,  and  another  new  member 
proposed.  We  fish  on  Aug.  20  for  five  prize-*,  conditions 
to  follow.  Our  visit  on  the  S.L.U.V.L.  takes  place  on 
Aug.  15,  when  I hope  we  shall  be  well  represented. — 
H C. 

Waltham  Brothers. — Messrs.  Lapwood,  Baker, 
Gaywood,  Simmons,  and  West  bad  had  fine  shows 
of  roach.  We  fished  in  Mr.  Avis’s  sweepstakes,  Mr. 
Turpin  taking  a prize  with  lib.  4oz.  bream.  We  have 
opened  the  jack  season,  Mr.  H.  Rudkin  having  four 
jack,  gross  weight  201b.  4oz.,  the  largest  91b.  Mr.  R. 
Spillett  had  one  of  41b.  5jOz. — A.  G.  Beach. 

Walworth  Waltonians. — At  the  meeting  on  Wed- 
nesday last,  Mr.  H.  Bailey  presided.  We  fish  a peg- 
down  match  at  Pulborougb,  Sussex,  on  Wednesday 
next,  Aug.  9:  tight  line  only  to  be  used.  All  to  meet 
at  London  Bridge  (L.B.  & S.C.R.)  in  time  for  6.45  train 
out.  Mr.  nibble  weighed-in  roach  and  dace  from 
Shepperton. — C.  Hibble. 

Wellington. — Sixteen  members  visited  Amberley 
on  the  30th  ult.  to  fish  the  August  Competition,  which 
resulted  as  follows  : Mr.  Gordon,  41b.  13oz.,  roach  and 
dace,  first  ; Mr.  Groom,  31b.  13oz.,  roach,  second;  and 
Mr.  Corras,  a specimen  roach,  lib.  lOoz.,  third,  which  is 
being  set  up  by  Mr.  Haines.  Mr.  H.  Haines  weighed-in 
151b.  4oz.,  roach  and  bream. — Chas.  Wyer. 

Wenlock.  — On  the  30th  ult.  we  had  roach  by 
Messrs.  Kirkland  and  Backhouse.  On  Bank  Holiday 
we  weigh-in  for  the  two  days  (Sunday  and  Monday) ; 
fi,sh  to  be  weighed  from  9 o’clock  to  11  o’clock  on  Mon- 
day night.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  so  as  to 
arrange  the  outings  for  the  season. — W.  M. 

Western  Piscatorials. — Our  outing  to  Shiplake 
was  a success  as  far  as  members’  attendance  was  con- 
cerned, but  the  fishing  result  was  very  poor,  the  water 
being  very  bright,  and  Mr.  Phillips  gained  an  easy 
victory  for  the  roach  prize.  There  being  no  jack  taken 
this  prize  was  left  over,  but  roach,  dace,  and  perch 
were  weighed  in  b.y  several  members.  Mr.  S.  Painter’s 
nice  show  of  perch  was  the  largest  take  of  the  day. — 
D._W.  Evans. 

West  Nam  Brothers. — On  July  30  Mr.  Homer, 
101b.  4oz.  roach  ; Blr.  Pasmore,  on  the  25th,  41b.  13oz. 
roach  and  dace,  and  on  the  30th,  31b.  13Joz.  roach;  Mr. 
C.  Maxted,  21b.  10|oz.  ; Mr.  Humfreys  2ib.  5oz.  bream; 
Mr.  Bowls  21b.  3Joz.  roach  (and  took  first  prize  in 
Waltham  competition)  Mr.  W.  Stevens,  21b.  loz.  roach 
(second  prize  in  Waltham  competition) ; Mr.  S.  Vesey 
lloz.  roach  (ninth  prize  in  Waltham  competition). 
Messrs.  Mills,  Piercicine,  and  Smith  weighed-in  roach. 
Our  match  takes  place  at  Hatfield  Peverel  on  Aug.  13. — 
R.  Lowther. 

West  London. — Our  next  match  will  take  placeonthe 
24th  and  27th  inst. ; particulars  of  same  may  be  obtained 
at  the  clubhouse.  Mr.  Elsmore  weighed-in  a fine  show 
of  rudd,  bream,  &c.,  from  Barton  Broad,  over  281b. 
weight ; Mr.  James  also  weighed-in  51b.  dace  from 
Richmond. — ,1.  J.  Hunter. 

Westminster. — On  July  30  the  following  had  fish : 
Mr.  Greenwood,  sen.,  a grand  show  of  dace;  Mr. 
Atchison,  chub,  roach,  and  dace ; Mr.  Hogan,  dace ; 
Mr.  Roser,  roach  ; and  Mr.  Barthell,  roacb.  The  next 
outing  at  Horley  will  take  place  on  Aug.  20.  Gentlemen 
wishing  to  join  us  cannot  do  better  than  apply  to  the 
secretary. — Geo.  Barrett. 


Mr.  B.  Abrahams,  the  hon.  sec.  to  “ Cook’s  Monstre 
Competition  at  Slough  ” on  Aug.  13,  is  afraid  that  the 
holidays  may  interfere  with  the  success  of  the  praise- 
worthy effort  now  being  made  to  augment  the  funds  on 
behalf  of  the  Skegness  sufferers.  He  says  : “Being  in 
the  Slough  district  on  Sunday,  I was  asked  to  report 
that  a gigantic  competition  and  a collection  will  be 
made  instead  of  entrance  fee  (free)  to  holders  of  Anglers’ 
Association  privilege  tickets.’’  Anglers  who  may  be 
“out  of  town  ’’  on  Aug.  13  mav  send  their  mite  to,  or 
obtain  tickets  from,  Mr.  Cook,  Brickraakers’  Arm**,  and 
Mr.  Brewerton,  Slough  ; or  Mr.  Harris  (visiting  officer), 
and  B.  Abrahams,  hon.  sec. 

A Splendid  New  Zealand  Fresh-water  Eel. — 
Mr.  W.  H.  Purvis,  chief  engineer  of  the  s.s.  “ Ionic,” 
called  on  us  the  other  day  and  said  he  had  an  eel  of 
about  20lb.  in  the  ice  room  of  the  steamer,  and  asked  us 
if  we  would  care  to  have  it.  After  consideration 
wo  advised  him  that  the  British  Museum  could  do 
more  justice  to  201b.  of  eel  than  we  could,  and  it  was 
accordingly  sent  there.  Dr.  Gunther  thus  describes  it,': 
" 'The  British  Museum  has  recently  received  as  a dona- 
tion from  Mr.  Parvis,  chief  enginosr  of  the  s s.  “ Ionic,” 
a magnificent  specimen  of  a tresh-wa-ter  eel  from  a lake 
in  New  Zealand.  It  is  53in.  long,  with  a circumference 
of  18in.  ill  its  thickest  portion.  It  had  been  placed  in 
the  ice  chamber,  and  when  it  was  delivered  at  the 
Museum  weighed  211b.,  aud  was  as  fresh  as  if  it  had 
been  caught  only  a few  hours  ago.  Very  large  eels  are 
known  to  occur  in  the  fresh- water  lakes  of  New  Zealand, 
and  of  various  islands  of  the  South  Pacific ; they  are 
well  known  to  the  natives,  who  report  them  to  grow  to 
a length  of  8ft.  and  10ft.  In  some  islands  they  are  held 
in  great  veneration,  and  play  a conspicuous  part  in  the 
mythology  of  the  Maories  and.  South  Sea  Islanders. 
'The  present  specimen  seems  to  belong  to  a species  which 
has  been  named  Anguilla  dieffenbachii,  and  which,  if 
not  identical  with  our  broad-nosed  eel,  is  very  closely 
allied  to  it.  It  is,  however,  much  darker  in  colour.” 


Mk.  Alexander  Wright.  Accountant,  of  10,  Everelda-street, 
Barnsbury,  N.  (member  of  the  Gresham,  Junior  Fly-Fishers,  <fcc.i, 
undertakes  the  auditing  and  balancing  of  every  description  of 
accounts  at  moderate  rates.  Kents  and  debts  collected. 
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THKEE  AND  A HALE  VEIiSUS  SIXTEEN. 

BY  W.  THOM.SON. 

“ Fob  {'racioiis  sake,  Fred,  give  him  more  line  ! ” 1 

anxiously  exclaimed  as  the  seven  ounce  split  bamboo  in 
the  hands  of  my  friend,  Dr.  Fred  Blackburn,  curved  to 
a horseshoe  form, and  the  tensely  drawn,  delicate  gut 
leader  threatened  every  moment  to  break  ; “ you’re 
fast  to  a big  channel-cat — the  strongest  fish,  for  his 
weight,  that  swims — and  he’ll  carry  everything  away  if 
you  snub  him  in  that  fashion.  ” 

“By  George!  I believe  you’re  right,  Will,”  replied 
the  Doctor,  as  he  let  his  line  run  out  under  a thumb 
pressure  of  about  three  pounds  ; “ I thought  to  stop  him 
bymerely  giving  the  butt.  It  won’t  do.  He’s  of  a different 
build  from  anything  I ever  hooked  before,  and  pulls 
like  a dray  horse.  I’ll  have  him,  though,  if  it  takes  all 
day.” 

We  were  standing  on  the  rocks  at  the  western  edge 
of  that  great  circular  basin,  several  acres  in  area  and  of 
unknown  depth,  scooped  out  through  the  course  of 
countless  ages  by  the  waters  of  Severn  River,  Ontario, 
which  here,  compressed  by  the  walls  of  the  Grand 
Chute  to  a width  of  ten  yards  or  less,  rush  down  an 
inclined  plane  of  one  foot  in  three  into  the  abyss  which 
their  own  resistless  force  has  created. 

The  Severn,  taking  its  rise  in  Lake  Simcoe,  and 
running  through  a wild,  uncultivated  region,  finally 
finds  its  way  over  the  Dodge  Company’s  great  dam  into 
Waubashene  Bay,  about  five  miles  below  the  Grand 
Chute.  Above  this  dam,  and  reaching  almost  to  the 
Little  Chute,  half  a mile  below  Grand,  the  backed-up 
waters  form  “Long  Lake,”  studded  with  hundreds  of 
rocky  islets,  many  of  which,  being  well  wooded,  are 
favourite  camping  places  for  summer  tourists.  Every- 
where in  this  wide  expanse  of  water,  especially  about 
the  islands,  there  is  wonderfully  good  fishing — pike, 
black  bass,  pike-perch,  rock-bass,  giant  sunfish  and 
channel-cats  being  extremely  plentiful,  while,  in  some 
localities,  the  lordly  mascalonge  is  by  no  means  rare. 

Bat  in  the  estimation  of  those  contemplative  souls  who 
love  still-fishing,  no  part  of  the  river  can  at  all  compare 
with  the  great  basin  itself,  for  here  is  a veritable 
angler’s  paradise.  The  semi-circular  rocky  range 
bounding  the  west  side  of  the  pool  rises  to  a height  of 
from  eight  to  twenty  feet,  and  the  water  up  to  its  very 
base  is  of  a corresponding  depth.  In  one  place  only  is 
there  a shelving  oeach,  and  moored  at  this  spot  we 
found  a large  open  scow,  half  full  of  water,  farming  a 
most  convenient  receptacle  for  the  varied  assortment  of 
live  fishes,  with  which  we  from  time  to  time  replenished 
it.  We  had  been  for  three  days  domiciled  in  a deserted 
lumber  shanty  at  the  head  of  the  chute,  and  had  caught 
two  fine  mascalonge,  and  such  great  numbers  cf  pike, 
bass,  and  pike-perch  (the  latter  called  “ pickerel  ” here) 
that  our  temporary  aquarium  presented  a most  delight- 
ful sight,  as  the  multitude  of  glistening  captives  swam 
freely  around  within  its  wooden  walls,  never,  however, 
attempting  to  prey  upon  each  other.  ’Twas  the  middle 
of  August,  and  hundreds,  yes  thousands,  of  little  green 
frogs  were  hopping  about  everywhere  on  the  shore,  fur- 
nishing an  illimitable  supply  of  the  best  possible  bait. 
Indeed,  at  this  season  the  fish  would  take  no  other — 
utterly  ignoring  worms,  minnows,  and  crayfish,  and 
treating  flies,  spoons,  patent  spinners,  and  every  other 
kind  of  artificial  lure  with  absolute  contempt. 

My  friend  Blackburn  had  only  once  before  visited  the 
Severn  ; and,  having  never  in  his  life  taken  a channel- 
cat,  was  rather  incredulous  when  I told  him  how  game  a 
fish  it  is.  So  far  on  this  trip  we  had  caught  none,  simply 
because  we  had  as  yet  done  no  bottom-fishing,  but  on 
former  occasions  I had  captured  some  monsters  in  the 
big  pool,  hence  knew  exactly  where  to  look  for  them. 
The  Doctor  had  at  first  pooh-poohed  my  suggestion  that 
he  should  try  his  hand  at  this  sport,  laughingly  saying  ; 

“Why,  Will,  your  channel-catfish  is  a great  loggy 
brute,  with  no  more  play  in  him  than  a chunk  of  wood. 
One  might  as  well  fasten  to  an  old  log.” 

“ Well,”  I rejoined,  “ just  try  it,  Fred.  Come  along  ; 
I’ll  guarantee  you  a bite  in  five  minutes  ; and  if  you  kill 
one  of  these  big  fellows  with  that  light  tackle,  you’ll 
have  something  to  brag  of  all  the  rest  of  your  days.” 

The  unbeliever  at  last  consented  to  go  with  me  to  the 
spot  I selected,  and  was  now  “trying”  it  with  a 
vengeance.  I had  urged  him  to  take  a heavier  rod,  one 
of  eleven  ounces,  rigged  up  like  my  own,  with  a strong 
silk  line  and  salmon  gut  leader  ; but  with  a fine  scorn, 
not  unbecoming  to  so  skilled  an  angler,  he  had  replied  ; 

“ Not  much  ; in  this  deep  fair  water  I can  kill  with 
my  little  beauty  here  anything  that  is  worth  killing  at 
all.” 

Whether  he  would  make  good  his  boast  remained  to  be 
seen,  for  his  reel  held  but  one  hundred  feet  of  line,  and 
in  less  than  two  minutes  seventy  feet  had  gone  out  with 
that  steady,  persistent  pull  peculiar  to  the  channel-cat 
fish. 

“ Confound  the  beastly  thing,  he’s  strong  as  awhale,” 
cried  Fred,  as  foot  after  foot  went  out,  not  very  fast, 
but  with  an  unswerving  certainty  of  motion,  as  if  the 
hooked  fish  were  bound  on  important  business  to  the 
further  shore.  “If  I dare  put  on  another  pound  of 
pressure,”  he  continued,  “ I might  turn  him,  but  the 
snell  won’t  bear  it.  Why  in  the  deuce  didn’t  we  fetch 
the  boat  along  ? ” 

“ Pretty  lively  kind  of  ‘ an  old  log,’  isn’t  he,  Fred?  ” 
I quietly  remarked. 

"Oh,  go  ’way.  Will.  Don’t  hit  a fellow  when  he’s 
down.  Say  ! run  round  to  the  landing  and  bring  the 
skiff’  ; maybe  you’ll  get  here  before. the  line’s  all  gone.” 

" No  you  don’t,  old  man,  ‘ a fair.field  and  no  favour.’ 
This  fish  is  clearly  ‘ worth  killing  ’ and  so,  of  course, 
you’ll  do  the  trick  with  your  ‘ little  beauty  ’ ” — but  all 
the  same  1 didn’t  think  he  could. 


“ Well,  I will,  if  oKif  to  spite  you,”  snapped  Black- 
burn, now  thoroughly  on  his  mettle  ; and  then  1 wit- 
nessed as  pretty  a display  of  angling  craft  as  one  could 
wish  to  see.  Less  thlafi  ton  feet  of  line  remained  on  the 
reel,  and  this  was  steadily  disappearing  when  Fred 
increased  his  pressure  by  one  quarter  of  a pound,  and 
once  more  gave  the  butt.  Again  the  springy  rod  bent 
until  tip  and  hand-piece  nearly  met.  For  a moment 
the  issue  seemed  doubtful ; but  then  the  line  moved 
more  slowly,  and  directly  the  drum  ceased  to  revolve. 
That  slight,  additional  duress  had  stopped  the  fish  ; he 
worried  in  puzzled  bewilderment  for  a few  seconds, 
and  then,  turning  about,  came  back  with  a rush.  Now 
the  quadruple  multiplier  must  get  in  its  work  ; for  if  he 
overran,  or  got  tangled  in  the  line,  the  game  was  up. 
No  danger  of  the  hook  losing  its  hold  upon  that  excep- 
tionally tough  mouth  ; the  only  peril  lay  in  a foul.  To 
avoid  this  fatal  contingency  Fred  reeled  in  like  light- 
ning, at  the  same  time  backing  away  on  the  bank,  and 
thus  managed  to  keep  a taut  line. 

As  if  bent  upon  coming  ashore  to  investigate  matters, 
the  fish  forged  straight  ahead  until  almost  under  where 
I had  seated  mysolf ; then  the  alert  angler,  stepping 
again  to  the  front,  with  two  or  three  deft  twitches  pre- 
vailed upon  his  prize  to  show  up  on  the  surface — and  a 
goodly  sight  he  was  I 

“Now  look  out,  Fred;  the  biggest  fight’s  to  come 
yet,”  I continued,  and  had  barely  spoken  when  the 
powerful  fish,  throwing  his  broad  flukes  in  the  air, 
bored  headlong  down,  down  till  he  touched  the  bottom. 

“ Quick  ! quick,  now,  old  man  !“  I excitedly  yelled, 
“get  him  out  of  that  or  he’ll  smash  your  leader  against  a 
rock.”  But  the  doctor  was  as  cool  as  if  he  was  feeling 
the  pulse  of  a patient. 

“ He’s  my  meat.  Will,”  he  said  with  calm  assurance, 
as  he  coaxed  the  sulking  “ eat  ” to  midwater,  only,  how- 
ever, to  have  him  start  off  again  on  another  prospecting 
tour,  apparently  strong  as  ever,  and  the  battle  began 
afresh.  Give  and  take,  take  and  give,  for  a full  hour  the 
interesting  game  went  on,  Fred,  with  untiring  patience, 
sometimes  humouring,  sometimes  gently  checking  his 
quarry,  but  never  getting  rattled,  and  never  again  yield- 
ing more  than  fiOft.  of  line. 

At  last  the  ceaseless  strain  of  the  pliant  rod,  the 
steady  restraint  of  the  thin  line,  and  the  angler’s  skill 
prevailed.  The  exhausted  fish  lay  helplessly  floundering 
on  the  water  beneath  our  feet,  and  I,  scrambling  down 
to  a narrow  ledge  at  the  bottom  of  the  rocks,  dipped  him 
up  with  our  big  landing-net.  Fred  was  jubilant,  and 
frankly  said  : 

“ I’ll  own  right  up.  Will,  to  the  gameness  of  your 
channel-cat.  His  action  is  rather  slow  and  ponderous, 
but  his  strength  and  endurance  are  simply  wonderful. 
I never  had  better  sport  with  even  a salmon.  What  do 
you  say  to  my  ‘ little  beauty  ’ now  'i  ” 

“Well,  it’s  a holy  terror  in  jour  hands,  Fred,  but, 
with  all  my  experience,  I don’t  believe  that  I could  have 
won  that  fight  with  such  a tool,  ” I graciously  replied. 

With  my  own  stouter  rig  I might,  perhaps,  have  tired 
this  fish  out  in  fifteen  minutes;  but,  until  after  seeing 
Fred’s  performance,  should  never  have  dared  to  try  it 
with  a seven-ounce  rod  and  brook  trout  tackle;  for  a 
channel-cat  pulls  harder  and  lasts  longer  than  a pike  or 
a mascalonge  of  double  his  weight.  Partly  out  ot 
curiosity,  partly  to  perpetuate  the  record,  I then  and 
there  accurately  tested  my  friend’s  snell  and  leader. 
The  former  broke  with  a strain  of  three  and  one-half 
pounds,  the  latter  with  one  of  four  pounds,  while  the 
fish  weighed  a fraction  over  sixteen. — American  Field.- 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a list  ot  piscatorial  patents,  which  is 
supplied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
Registered  Patent  Agents,  and  Attorneys  lor  British, 
Colonial,  and  Foreign  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade 
Marks,  76,  Chancery-lane,  Holborn,  W.C.  All  inquiries 
answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers  ; 

Applications. 

14  124.  Alfred  William  Betham  and  Alfred  Andrew 
Andrew,  ot  London,  for  improvements  in 
fishing-tackle  specially  applicable  to  sea  or 
deep  water  fishing. 

Specifications  Published. 

15,518  (1892).  George  Thomas  English  and  Robert 
Smith  Bartleet,  of  Birmingham,  for  improve- 
ments in  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of 
fish-hooks. 


Capture  op  Marked  Skate. — A curious  fish  was 
landed  by  a steam-trawler  at  the  North  Shields  Quay. 
It  proved  to  be  a large  skate,  and  on  its  body  was  cut 
iu  bold  letters  “ P.  O.  P.”  It  is  supposed  that  this  was 
done  for  scientific  purposes  when  the  fish  was  young, 
and  then  liberated. 

Mr.  Oliver,  Crewe,  writes : “ There  seems  to  be 
continuous  poaching  going  on  in  the  Crewe  district, 
especially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  salt  works.  In 
the  River  Weaver  gangs  of  men  from  Northwich  and 
Winsford  play  havoc  with  the  fish,  and  literally  sweep 
all  before  them.  This  sort  of  work  has  gone  on  for  a 
long  time,  and  is  still  going  on,  in  fact  fishermen  from 
Crewe,  who  at  one  time  could  manage  to  obtain 
creelfuls  of  all  kinds  of  fish  except  salmon,  are  now  only 
able  to  take  a few  small  specimens.  An  eye-witness 
last  Saturday  morning  at  4 a.m.,  was  walking  near  the 
Plashes,  at  Winsford,  and  saw  six  men  in  a boat,  with 
150  yards  length  of  striking-net,  netting  one  portion  of 
these  large  sheets  of  water ; and,  when  they  had  finished 
their  nefarious  work,  the  boat  from  one  end  to  the  other 
was  a foot  or  more  deep  with  fish,  principally  pike, 
oach,  bream,  and  perch. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


Ifg"  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a post  card  to  the  Manaqer  of  the  Fishino 
Gazette,  Ht.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  EEPORTS. 

Iiower  Thames. — General  Remarks. — There  is 
little  doubt  some  more  rain  would  put  the  river  in  better 
condition  for  angling,  and  yet  in  places  the  reports  of 
results  are  not  only  satisfactory  as  to  quantity,  but 
equally  good  as  regards  quality.  In  the  Staines  dis- 
trict a fine  specimen  of  bream,  weighing  61b.,  has  been 
taken,  and  in  the  same  neighbourhood  a nice  barbel  of 
81b.  Again,  at  Sunbury,  a good  specimen  chub  has  been 
landed,  weighing  71b.  It  has  been  no  exceptional  thing 
at  Kingston  to  catch  bream  of  41b.  and  51b  each.  The 
enormous  takes  of  barbel  and  bream  which  have  been 
reported  has  caused  some  to  doubt  the  accuracy  of  the 
returns ; but  I have  been  assured  of  their  correctness 
not  only  by  anglers  in  the  districts  where  the  takes  have 
been  made,  but  in  some  instances  by  the  anglers  them- 
selves, on  whose  veracity  I can  honestly  rely.  The 
river  this  season  has  so  far  been  exceptional  in  regard 
to  the  successful  character  of  sport,  although  the  weather 
has  not  been  so  favourable  for  it,  as  at  times  it  required 
rain  very  much.  The  T.A.P.S.  has  now  got  a very 
zealous  worker  as  honorary  river  keeper  at  Walton,  and 
in  a letter  I have  just  received  he  writes : “ While 
fishing  the  other  day  (bank  fishing)  I hooked  a small 
jack.  When  I landed  it  I found  it  attached  to  a night 
line,  and  being  undersized  I returned  it.”  I have  no 
doubt  Mr.  J.  G.  Shepherd,  who  is  th^keeper  referred  to, 
will  be  on  the  alert  to  avert  the  evil  in  that  district. — B. 

’Upper  Thames. — The  upper  reaches  of  the  Thames 
are  now  in  splendid  summer  angling  condition,  and  big 
takes,  especially  of  barbel,  are  being  had  everywhere. 
The  weather  is  very  unsettled,  but  when  the  fish  are  so 
dull  on  the  feed  anglers  do  not  mind  a bit  of  a wetting. 
I have  a pile  of  reports  to  hand,  but  must  defer  details 
until  next  week. — Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Datchet). — The  river  is  much  about  the 
same  ; all  the  weirs  are  shut  down,  and  have  been  for  the 
past  three  months  ; the  only  wonder  is  the  fish  feed  at 
all.  Very  fair  bags  of  roach  and  dace  are  being  had  with 
a few  barbel  thrown  in;  nothing  very  big.  I saw  a 
little  boy  catch  a roach  yesterday  from  the  bank  quite 
11b.  in  weight. — G.  Lumsden. 

Thames  (Kingston). — John  Johnston,  in  the  week, 
twelve  barbel,  eleven  bream,  and  three  chub  ; J.  Wilkes, 
in  four  days,  nine  bream  and  thirteen  dozen  of  roach 
and  dace ; J.  Knight,  during  the  week,  forty-two  barbel, 
twelve  bream,  seven  chub,  six  perch,  and  eight  dozen 
roach  and  dace ; and  Mr.  Bolton,  seven  bream,  four 
jack,  and  ten  dozen  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Biichmoud). — The  fishermen  have  been 
doing  fairly  well  with  roach,  dace,  and  barbel. 

Tliames  (Sunbury). — Messrs.  E.  Clarke  and  Sons 
during  the  week,  thirty  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  ten 
barbel,  and  a few  perch  and  chub  ; Messrs.  T.  and  A. 
Stroud  report  the  result  of  the  week  as  sixty-three 
barbel,  twenty-two  jack,  and  twenty-seven  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace.  Mr.  Bolt,  with  John  Stroud,  in  the 
week,  twenty-two  barbel,  one  chub  of  71b.,  five  jack, 
and  fifteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  The  bank  anglers 
have  been  doing  well  with  roach,  dace,  bream,  and 
jack. 

Thames  (Teddington). — Joseph  Baldwin,  in  one 
day,  four  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  two  barbel ; and 
Mr.  McBride,  nine  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  one  barbel, 
and  a jack  of  61b. 

Thames  (Twickenham), — Mr.  Cushing  and  Mr. 
Bradford,  one  day  with  H.  Harper,  nine  dozen  of  fine 
roich  and  dace,  and  another  day  Mr.  Cushing  and  Mr. 
Manhill,  with  the  same  fisherman,  ten  dozen  of  dace  and 
roach,  two  bream,  two  barbel,  and  one  perch.  C.  Anne- 
sey,  in  one  and  a half  days,  161b.  of  roach  and  dace,  one 
barbel,  and  a couple  of  bream.  S.  Cole,  in  three  days, 
twelve  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  four  barbel,  and  five 
perch.  J.  Coxen,  iu  two  days,  6lb.  of  roach  and  dace 
and  two  barbel.  George  Coxen,  in  three  days,  twenty- 
four  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  two  barbel,  a carp  of  31b., 
and  a perch  of  lib.  R.  Coxen,  in  tour  days,  461b.  of 
roach  and  dace,  ten  barbel,  and  one  brace  of  perch.  J. 
Faust,  in  four  days,  271b.  of  roach  and  dace,  three  barbel, 
and  one  bream  ; and  J.  Spong,  iu  one  day,  ten  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace  and  seven  barbel. 

Thames  CWeybridge). — Mr.  J.  P.  "Wheeldon  and 
Mrs.  Wheeldon,  fishing  with  Herbert  Cnrr,  of  Wej- 
bridge,  made  a result  of  filty-three  barbel,  two  brace  of 
perch,  and  a brace  and  a-half  of  chub. 

’Windsor  District. — Recent  showers  here  have  had 
little  or  no  effect  on  land  or  water,  accompanied  as  they' 
have  been  by  wind  or  sun,  they  have  soon  dried  up,  and 
till  a settled  steady  rainfall  of  several  hours’  duration 
does  come,  no  change  can  be  expected.  Anglers,  though  a 
proverbially  patient  class,  are  grumbling  at  state  of  the 
water,  but  those  who  can  fish  fine  are  getting  some  nice 
roach  and  dace.  Of  the  latter  Master  P.  Holden,  of 
Eton,  had  a fine  specimen  for  this  district,  going  just 
8oz.  Mr.  Gatehouse,  of  the  Beaufoy  Angling  Club, 
London,  has  also  had  some  fine  dace  and  roach,  three  of 
the  former  weighing  21b.  6oz.,  largest  14oz.  Chub  have 
been  very  shy,  but  that  well-known  chubbist,  Mr. 
Coomber,  on  one  occasion  got  121b.,  largest  21b.  13oz. 
I have  just  weighed  a nice  perch  taken  by  Mr.  G.  Collen, 
of  the  house-boat  Tom  Tit ; it  weig:hed  lib.  3oz. ; he  has 
also  had  nine  chub,  all  taken  spinning  with  an  artificial 
bait.  River  low,  bright,  and  stagnated.  A pretty  little 
trout  IJlb.,  just  sizeable,  was  taken  to-day  on  artificial 
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fly  by  Mr.  Johnson,  a student  at  Eton  College. — B.  R. 
Bambbidge. 

Aucholme  District. — We  ha^e  had  a few  nice 
showers,  and  conditions  for  successful  angling  are 
improving.  As  an  evidence  of  what  can  be  done  on  the 
Ancholme,  I give  the  result  of  four  and  a half  days’ 
angling  at  Perriby  Sluice  by  Mr.  S.  B.  Jordan  last  week  : 
1st  day,  291b.,  chiefly  roach  ; 2nd  day,  301b.,  roach  and 
bream  ; 3rd  day,  341b.  ; 4th  day,  101b.  ; .5th,  half  day, 
71b.  : forming  a grand  total  of  1091b.  On  one  day,  Mr. 
F.  Walker  got  101b.  of  bream,  and  on  another  morning 
111b.  On  the  some  day  Mr.  F.  Matson,  got  ninety-six 
roach  at  Pool  End  ; and  Mr.  Stringer,  211b.,  near  Coal 
Dyke  End.  The  principal  bait  was  pa.ste.  On  Thursday 
Messrs.  James,  Fox,  and  Smith  obtained  321b  of  roach 
wiih  maggot  and  potato.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  T.  Cooper, 
of  Rotherham,  got  a fine  perch  with  live  bait  at  Castle- 
thorpe  Bridge.  It  weighed  2flb.  A Wakefield  club  fished 
a match  on  Tuesday.  The  first  three  prizewinners  were 
T.  Eason,  111b.  2oz.  ; second,  D.  Craggs,  Gib.  31b.  ; the 
third  had  51b.  lloz.  Forty-six  fished,  and  861b.  of  fish 
were  taken,  all  getting  something.  Another  match  was 
fished  on  Saturday,  in  which  A.  Croft,  Sheffield,  had 
51b,  8oz. ; A.  White,  Lincoln.  41b.  lloz. ; and  F.  Robb, 
41b.  8oz.  Total  weight,  301b.  The  heaviest  bream, 
31b.  12oz.,  was  caught  by  A.  Croft.  Chief  baits,  maggot 
and  paste.  The  water  is  teeming  with  fish,  and  all  the 
rods  in  the  county  would  fail  to  make  a sensible  dimi- 
nnt'on.  Probably  no  coarse  fishing  water  in  the 
kingdom  is  better  stocked,  and  the  total  length  of  canal- 
like  stretch  is  upwards  of  thirty  miles. — Thomas  Foed. 

Arun.— The  river  has  again  been  well  patronised  by 
the  London  anglers,  and  some  excellent  catches  of  roach 
and  bream  have  been  obtained  in  the  Pulborough, 
Hardham,  Amberlgy,  Bury,  and  Stoke  localities.  I hear 
another  21b.  roach  was  captured  at  Amberley  on  July 
30  ; and  among  other  takes  made  was  one  by  Mr.  C. 
Burnett,  who  showed  between  171b.  and  181b.  of  good 
roach.  Mr.  W.  Biggs  took  141b.  roach  and  bream,  in- 
cluding a fine  roach  of  lib.  9oz.,  and  a number  of  anglers 
have  been  getting  between  71b.  and  81b.  of  fish  between 
Timberley  and  Houghton  Bridges. 

Cornish.  Streams. — The  Camel  fishermen  have  been 
getting  a good  many  peal,  but  they  are  small.  Very 
rarely  do  the  “ school  ” peal  run  so  early  as  they  have 
done  this  year.  Trout  fishing  has  been  very  good. 
Harry  Williams  got,  on  an  average,  three  dozen  capital 
fish  each  time  he  was  out.  The  Fowey  is  very  dirty, 
and  at  times  difficult  to  fish  with  anything  but  worm. 
Some  good  baskets  of  peal,  however,  have  been  made, 
the  best,  probably,  being  six,  weighing  about  101b.  The 
gra.sshopper  is  strons'ly  in  evidence  with  the  trout  in  the 
tributary  streams. — Bodmin, 

Dee  (Corwen). — The  heaviest  flood  since  March  2 
has  come  to-day,  Thursday,  and  is  still  rising  at  the 
time  of  writing,  and  is  in  a very  dirty  condition.  Plenty 
of  water  to  bring  salmon  up  to  these  reaches.  Trout 
fishing  was  at  a standstill  last  week.  Mr.  Chambers 
was  the  most  successful  with  three  grayling,  heaviest 
Ijlb.  H.  G.  Green  had  one  trout,  Jib.  The  trout  fishing 
will  improve  after  this  fresh. — Alwen. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Water  still  clear,  but 
weather  dull,  with  occasional  showers.  We  hear  of  few 
fish  being  killed  ; but  heavy  ra.in  is  wanted  to  put  our 
water  in  first-rate  trim. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Dast  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire). — 
We  might  imagine  no  rain  had  fallen  for  weeks,  the 
rivers  remain  so  low.  Hence  little,  if  any,  sport  with 
trout. — H. 

Dden  (Carlisle). — Angling  of  all  kinds  has  been  very 
slack  for  the  last  fortnight ; no  baskets  worth  recording. 
The  heavy  rain  of  the  last  day  or  two  has  raised  the 
river  considerably,  and  anglers  are  looking  forward  to 
some  worm  fishing  among  the  herlings,  which  are  now 
running  a better  size.  The  run  of  grilse  has  been  and 
is  very  poor,  but  salmon  are  coming  fairly  well.  The 
561b.  fish  which  was  caught  last  autumn  in  the  Warwick 
Hall  water  has  arrived  at  the  Hall,  well  set  up  by  young 
Raine,  of  Edenhall  — Silver-Grey. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Weather  still  remains 
unsettled,  some  days  thick  and  thundery,  whilst  on 
others  the  wind  varies  from  a fresh  breeze  to  a small 
tornado,  so  the  angler  has  been  having  a happy  time  of 
it  this  week.  Next  to  nothing  has  been  done  with  the 
trout ; but  on  the  canal  a few  fair  takes  of  roach  have 
been  had.  In  the  tidal  portion  of  the  river  on  Saturday 
last  Mr.  J.  Edwards  had  a fair  lot  of  eels  running  from 
Jib.  to  fib.  each  ; and  Messrs.  Roberts  and  Theenwissen, 
from  a private  pond,  a decent  bag  of  perch,  rudd,  and 
eels.  On  the  Clist,  Dr.  Houghton  has  had  some  pretty 
good  sport  among  the  roach,  his  best  bag  being  a lot  of 
ihirtj,  going  101b.  From  present  appearances  the  pro- 
ipict  for  Bank  Holiday  is  decidedly  shady. — Red 
Palmer. 

Fen  Waters  (South,  Iiincolnshire).— Seldom  have 
the  fen  waters  been  in  better  condition  than  they  are 
just  now.  There  is  a fair  quantity  of  water  in  them, 
in  good  colour,  and  only  here  and  there  are  there 
w eeds  sufficient  to  cause  much  annoyance.  Sport  has 
been  on  the  whole  very  good,  and,  with  a fair  amount 
of  skill,  anglers  may  almost  always  succeed  in  getting 
good  baskets  of  fish.  The  I’ortyfoot  has  got  into  good 
trim,  and  local  anglers  especially  are  doirg  well.  Tench 
are  also  being  caught  freely,  and  of  good  size.  Mr. 
Pearson  got  a brace  which  nearly  reached  61b.  Wasp 
grub  has  been  the  favourite  bait  here.  In  the  Spalding 
Club  waters  the  members  have  been  doing  well,  except 
in  the  Vernatts,  which  is  suffering  from  the  inlet  of  sea- 
water, mainly  from  defective  sluices.  In  the  Counter 
drain,  and  also  the  North  and  South  Drove  drains,  and 
the  Glenn,  they  are  doing  well. — Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts). — Anglers  have  been  doing  well 
with  dace  and  roach  in  the  Idle  and  waters  in  the 


district.  Some  excellent  baskets  have  been  made  about 
Mattersey  and  the  reaches  between  there  and  Retford. 
Chub  have  also  been  caught  between  the  latter  place 
and  Eaton.  Occasionally  trout  are  being  caught  with 
other  fish  in  the  free  waters  about  this  part  of  the 
district.  In  the  lower  district  anglers  are  occasionally 
busy,  and  get  good  hauls  of  eels.  Bream  and  roach, 
however  are  affording  the  best  sport. — L. 

Lake  District. — Many  showers  have  fallen  recently, 
and  the  streams  are  beginning  to  assume  their  former 
dimensions.  A fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out,  and, 
particularly  on  Lake  Windermere,  some  good  average 
takes  are  reported.  The  trout  are  now  in  splendid 
condition,  and  perch  literally  swarm  in  the  lake.  The 
majority  of  the  latter  are  perhaps  small,  but  specimens 
of  a pound  and  upwards  are  not  uncommon.  In  the 
Cockermouth  district,  Messrs.  Dixon,  Linton,  and 
others  had  from  one  to  three  sea-trout  each,  up  to  31b.  ; 
and  Mr.  R.  A.  Hewitt,  one  grilse  of  51b. — Westmeria. 

Lake  Vyrnwy,  North  Wales  (via  Oswestry). — 
Trout  are  on  the  move  in  this  water  and  are  taking  fly  as 
well  as  minnow.  Last  Thursday,  Capt.  Hayhurst  France 
had  nine  ; Mrs.  Hayhurst  France,  four  ; and  Messrs. 
Pine  and  Harris,  ten.  On  Friday  Mr.  Pine  had  a very 
good  basket  of  fourteen.  On  Saturday  the  same  gentle- 
man had  four.  On  Tuesday,  Dr.  Matthews  had  ten.  We 
have  had  a few  heavy  showers,  which  have  freshened 
the  water  very  much. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Stort. — Sport  all  round  has  been  fairly 
good.  At  the  Ferrie  Boat,  Tottenham,  a few  eels  and 
some  good  roach  have  been  taken  ; Games’s,  Higham 
Hill,  a fair  lot  of  roach  and  dace  and  a bream  or  two 
have  been  taken ; Cook’s  Ferry,  Angel-road,  a lot  of  fish 
have  been  caught,  but  they  run  small . Waltham  Abbey, 
some  fine  bream  have  been  caught ; Mr.  Sherman  had 
two  of  over  4Jlb.  each,  on  the  30th  ult.  ; Mr.  J.  Hadkiss, 
the  secretary  of  the  Edmonton  and  Tottenham  Club,  had 
a nice  catch  of  about  9Jlb.  of  roach  and  bream.  Some  of 
the  members  of  the  local  club,  the  Waltham  Brothers, 
have  also  had  decent  catches  lately.  The  competition 
on  the  30th  ult.  was  a success,  as  no  less  than  eighty 
anglers  took  their  seats ; nineteen  weighed-in,  and 
all  the  ten  prizes,  comprising  a first-class  roach  pole, 
five  c’ocks,  a set  of  carvers,  two  teapots,  and  a cruet 
stand,  were  taken.  The  Hounsfleld  Ottiri,  fishing 
at  Harlow  on  the  30th  ult.,  only  managed  to  take  four 
out  of  the  eight  prizes  they  were  fishing  for.  This  gives 
them  a chance  of  another  day’s  outing,  when  I hope  they 
will  be  more  successful,  but  the  Stort  will  not  fish  well 
until  there  is  a good  flood.  On  Wednesday  evening  I 
saw  a few  nice  roach  at  Enfield  Lock  that  had  been 
taken  from  the  Sewardstone  fishery. — Spliced  Joint. 

Lea  (Ware). — The  holiday  anglers  will  find  the  river 
in  fine  condition,  as  the  weeds  have  been  cut  from  the 
bridge  to  the  boom,  and  the  fish  are  feeding  well.  A 
member  of  the  Bostonians  had  a line  take  of  dace  on 
Sunday  last,  and  Mr.  Baldook  had  a nice  take  of  roach 
to-day  (Friday),  averaging  Ijlb.  each.  There  have  been 
some  large  jack  taken  this  week.  Bloods  are  the  most 
taking  bait  now. — Edwin  Cossar. 

Leicester. — The  changeable  weather  this  week,  and 
the  near  approach  of  the  holidays,  have  tended  to  reduce 
the  attendance  at  the  water  side  in  this  locality.  The 
excellence  of  the  fishing  has  in  no  way  fallen  off,  anglers 
near  the  town  daily  receiving  capital  lots.  Amongst 
the  best  takes  were  lOlb.  of  roach  by  Mr.  Green,  91b.  by 
Mr.  Richardson,  7Jlb.  by  Mr.  Memory,  71b.  by  Mr. 
Manship.  In  some  of  the  baskets  there  were  specimens 
over  lib.,  and  in  one  instance  one  fish  scaled  11b.  3oz., 
taken  by  Mr.  Memory.  Anglers  bottom  fishing  with 
the  worm  were  enabled  to  make  good  baskets  of  roach 
and  perch.  Mr.  Lakin  showed  some  excellent  perch. 
Notwithstanding  the  showers  the  waters  have  kept 
exceedingly  clear  and  bright ; it  is  only  by  fishing  near 
the  weeds  that  anglers  can  make  headway.  Creeded 
wheat  and  paste  have  been  the  most  destructive  lure. 
Pike  fishing  has  been  quiet,  and  at  the  district  resorts 
the  attendance  has  been  poor  during  the  week. 

Lug^  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  continuing  to  run  very  low  and  bright. 
G ayling  have  been  rising  fairly  well,  but  trout  are 
slow.  'The  flies  chiefly  used  are  the  Red  Tag,  Green 
Insect,  Silver  Twisted  Blue,  Wickham’s  Fancy,  Hare’s 
Ear,  and  Coachman.  Wasp  grub  fishing  has  been  tried, 
but  sport  on  the  whole  has  been  quiet.  The  Pinsley  is 
now  running  low  and  clear,  and  but  little  fishing  has 
been  done  in  it  lately.—  Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland). — Rivers 
still  extremely  low  and  clear,  very  few  rods  out.  On 
days  when  there  has  been  a strong  breeze  the  grayling 
have  been  rising  fairly  well.  Flies  same  as  last  week, 
with  the  addition  of  the  August  Dun  and  Mulberry 
Dun.  Trout  are  sluggish.  Fishing  will  continue  un- 
certain till  we  get  a fresh. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Maidstone).  —Some  good  creels  of  roach 
1 ave  been  taken  at  Farleigh,  one  of  361b.,  two  anglers  ; 
another  of  161b.  by  one  angler,  the  best  fish  with  the 
boiled  wheat.  Water  in  fine  condition ; weather  un- 
settled, not  conducive  to  certainty  of  sport.  — Wm. 
Shrdbsole. 

Medway  (Tonbridge). — Good  baskets  of  fish  con- 
tinue to  be  taken,  but  not  many  anglers  have  been  out, 
owing  to  this  water  not  being  largely  patronised  by 
London  clubs,  who  seem  to  want  the  fishing  free.  One 
party  had  three  roach,  each  weighing  21b.  Our  locals 
have  made  mixed  bags  of  351b.  Chub  taking  well  late 
in  evenings.  Baits  : paste,  the  favourite,  gentles  and 
lobs.  I have  to  record  a singular  capture  of  a 3Jlb.  carp 
with  a frog  thrown  as  a fly.  River  in  first-rate  order 
above  town,  but  rather  harassed  below.— R.  E.  W. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — We  have  had  excellent 
weather  for  fishing,  and  the  water  is  in  a good  con- 
dition. Some  splendid  catches  have  been  effected,  one 


angler  taking  twelve  chub  (one  of  51b.).  Several  bream 
of  41b.  and  5lb.  have  also  been  captured  at  Wansford. 
A young  lady  fishing  at  Glinton  captured  a bream  of 
about  51b.  Many  good  baskets  have  been  taken  near 
the  town  bridge. — E.  A.  S. 

Newbury  and  District. — Local  anglers  are  com- 
plaining that  special  privileges  which  burgesses  have 
always  possessed  from  time  immemorial  to  fish  in 
the  borough  water,  have  been  taken  from  them.  'The 
local  association  have  acquired  the  whole  of  the  fishing 
rights  fromEmbourne  to  Aldermaston,and  they  do  not  at 
present  allow  the  privilege  to  be  extended  beyond  the  line 
that  crosses  the  river  from  Fourth  Hatch  to  the  wharf. 
Eecent  catches  from  association  waters  includes  several 
good  perch,  some  heavy  hauls  of  coarse  fish,  roach  prin- 
cipally. Anglers  are  very  busy,  in  fact  at  night  the 
river  bank  is  sometimes  lined  with  them.  The  coarse 
season  so  far  has  been  a very  good  one  all  round. — 
J.  E.  W. 

Ouse,  Derwent,  Rye,  &c.  (Yorkshire). — The 

rivers  have  benefitted  by  the  recent  rainfall,  and  con- 
sequently angling  has  improved  all  round.  The  various 
tributary  becks,  such  as  Pickering  and  the  Costa,  also 
the  Riccal,  Dove,  Hodge,  and  Severn  have  afforded,  fair 
sport.  The  best  kills  during  the  past  few  days  have 
fallen  to  the  rods  of  Messrs.  T.  Kendick,  York,  and  H. 
Thorogood,  London,  each  returning  with  full  panniers 
of  grayling  from  the  Rye.  Swimming  the  maggot  with 
fine  tackle  has  afforded  the  best  sport  amongst  the 
grayling,  whilst  amongst  the  trout  tne  Fog  Black  and 
the  various  Partridge  Hackles  have  given  good  account. 
Good  sport  has  been  had  in  the  Lower  Derwent  and 
Ouse  by  the  coarse  fishermen.  Prospects  good  for  Bank 
Holiday. — Ronald. 

Plymouth. — Sea  Fishing. — Bass  are  now  taking 
the  artificial  bait,  and  some  nice  catches  have  been 
reported.  I had  a nice  dish  this  afternoon  of  school 
bass  weighing  about  a pound.  Bass  of  61b.  and  71b.  are 
being  caught  off  Turnchapel.  Squid  and  pilchard  are 
the  bait  now.  Mr.  Blakeley,  manager  of  the  Theatre 
Royal,  had  one  of  51b.  weight  off  Penlee  recently.  If 
the  weather  keeps  as  it  is  sport  may  he  expected  at  the 
Rame  Head,  Penlee  Point,  and  the  Breakwater.  I have 
look-out  men  at  each  place  to  report  when  they  are 
feeding.  Grey  mullet  are  plentiful  in  the  Great  Western 
Docks.  Mackerel  are  coming  closer  in  shore,  and  a lot 
have  been  taken  off  Fisher’s  Nose,  under  the  Citadel, 
fishing  at  the  bottom  with  squid  and  pilchard  ; they  are 
also  taken  by  whipping  in  Cawsand  Bay  with  the  Silver 
Spinner.  Pollack  are  coming  closer  in  shore. — River. 
Fishing. — The  rain  has  made  a difference  to  the  rivers, 
and  peel  have  been  running  up  in  great  numbers.  In 
the  Fowey  I am  sorry  to  say  some  hundreds  have  been 
killed  by  the  explosion  of  dynamite.  Fly-fishing  on  the 
Moors  has  improved,  and  some  nice  catches  are  reported 
from  Two  Bridges. — William  Hearder. 

Scarborough.. — Sea  Angling. — The  annual  shoal  of 
mackerel  showed  up  in  the  bay  a few  days  ago,  and  boat 
anglers  are  already  having  some  good  sport.  Whiting 
and  gurnard  are  very  abundant  just  now,  and  good  takes 
are  being  made. — H. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  rain  of  the  past  few  days  has  done  all  these 
rivers  what  was  much  wanted — made  them  in  good  con- 
dition for  the  fly,  and  good  sport  is  now  being  bad  not 
only  with  the  fly,  but  also  with  all  kinds  of  ground  bait. 
On  Wednesday  evening  Mr.  Burgoyne  took  a very  fine 
chub  in  the  Gutter  Pool  in  the  River  Vyrnwy,  about 
midway  between  Llanymynech  and  Llansantffraid.  It 
was  taken  with  flesh  maggots,  and  was  in  splendid  con- 
dition, scaling  over  2flb.  There  is  a general  complaint 
here  amongst  anglers  that  there  are  very  few  large  fish 
in  any  of  our  rivers  at  present,  which  some  say  is  entirely 
owing  to  the  wholesale  way  in  which  the  rivers  are 
netted  at  night. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures). — Very  few  fish  have  been  taken  in 
this  water  during  the  past  week,  as  the  weather  has 
been  very  unsettled.  Roach  are  feeding  better  towards 
the  evening,  and  some  decent  fish  have  been  taken  ; but 
it  is  hardly  any  use  fishing  during  mid-day.  Paste  or 
gentles  are  still  the  best  killing  bait. — W.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers. — Bright  weather,  with  but  little 
rain,  has  been  the  week’s  experience.  Anglers  have 
been  busy,  and  with  river  in  good  order.  Heavy  baskets 
have  been  recorded.  Good  takes  of  bream  and  roach  are 
reported  from  the  Amberley  district.  A pike  of  161b. 
was  recently  taken  near  Amberley.  Sport  on  the  Rother 
has  been  fairly  g ood  among  the  roach  and  bream,  the 
heaviest  basket  notified  me  was  of  16Jlb.,  principally 
roach,  taken  below  Selham.  Chubbing  on  the  Ouse  has 
not  been  prolific.  A few  fish  up  to  2Jlb.,  and  several 
good  roach  have  been  taken  above  Barcombe.  The 
lower  water  below  Lewes  has  yielded  good  roach, 
From  Chichester  Canal  Mr.  Summers  recently  took  271b. 
of  roach  and  bream.  In  the  reach  near  Donnington  fish 
are  plentiful. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rivers  are  in  better  condition. 
The  peal  are  running  up.  Many  fishermen  have  had  one 
or  two  a day  in  the  association  water  close  to  Barn- 
staple. Some  net  fishermen  have  just  heen  fined  for 
using  a very  small  mesh  net,  which  took  peal  just  a 
Ub.  each,  and  I am  told  night  times  they  use  these 
nets,  and  the  day  proper  legal  mesh.  Salmon  have  been 
plentiful  with  them,  but  the  floods  no  doubt  have  carried 
them  up  for  the  rod  fishermen.  Minnow  is  the  killing 
bait. — Rusty  (Same. 

Teme  (Knig'hton). — In  this  part  rain  has  fallen,  but 
not  enough  to  disturb  the  water,  which  continues  very 
low  and  clear.  Sport  has  been  quiet,  and  will  be  so  until 
there  is  more  water  in  the  river. — R.  Knighton. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is  very 
low  and  clear,  and  rain  is  badly  wanted.  A heavy 
storm  was  had  on  Tuesday  which  slightly  improved  the 
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water.  The  fish  have  been  moving  fairly  well  and  a 
good  few  rods  have  been  out  and  have  used  the  fly  and 
wasp  grub.  The  chief  flies  used  are  the  Wickham  s 
Fancy,  Hare’s  Far,  Coch-y-bondu,  Coachman,  and  July 
Dun.  For  grayling,  Bod  Tag,  Silver  Twisted  Blue,  and 
Green  Insect  are  best.  Wasp  grub  and  worm  are  best 
for  bottom  fishing.  The  Ashford  water  has  been  fished 
and  some  very  nice  trout  have  been  landed  with  the  tty. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyehe  are  all  low  and 
clear.  Bain  has  improved  the  Corve  and  fish  are 
more  on  the  move.  On  Monday  six  trout  were  taken 
with  the  wasp  grub  in  the  Corrie.  In  the  Ony  and  Clun 
sport  is  quiet ; Ledwyehe  is  improved. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — Bain  is  badly  wanted  in  this  part. 
Several  sharp  storms  have  been  had,  but  they  have 
scarcely  altered  the  water.  The  fish,  especially  gray- 
ling, are  moving  well  at  the  fly.  The  chief  flies  are  the 
Wickham,  Hare’s  Ear,  Bed  Tag,  and  Green  Insect. 
Wasp  grub  fishing  is  quiet.  A few  good  trout  and 
grayling  have  been  landed  with  the  fly.  The  Bea, 
Kyre,  and  Ledwyehe  all  low  and  clear.  Sport  in  them 
quiet. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — The  Trent  remains  in  fine  condi- 
tion for  angling.  Barbel  fishermen  are  enjoying  sport 
from  all  the  local  swims,  though  the  fi.sh  run  small.  On 
Monday  from  the  gulley  at  Averham  Weirs,  Mr.  W.  M. 
Ball  had  a mixed  bag  of  201b.,  including  four  barbel, 
and  some  nice  bream  have  been  secured  in  the  dead 
waters  of  the  Muckham  fishery.  Baits  : worms  and 
grreaves  for  barbel,  wasp  grubs  for  chub,  white  paste 
and  gentles  for  roach  and  dace.  Several  good  roach 
have  been  taken  from  the  Boat  Hole  at  Farndon. — 
Tbentsider. 

Usk  (at  Usk). — The  river  has  been  in  fair  condition 
for  salmon  angling  during  the  past  fortnight,  bnt  at 
present  the  water  has  run  off  very  low  and  there  is  but 
very  little  chance  of  getting  anything  like  sport.  A.  few 
salmon  have  been  taken  with  the  rod  during  the  past 
three  weeks  and  now  the  water  bailiffs  are  taking  a go.d 
number  out  with  the  nets. — T. 

Welsh  Harp. — The  fish  here  are  still  well  on  the 
feed,  the  roach  all  running  a good  size.  Below  are  the 
names  of  a few  fishermen  who  have  weighed  in  jack, 
tench,  roach,  perch,  and  bream: — Messrs.  Palmer, 
Phillips,  Tweeman,  Marshall,  Seal,  Gordon,  Gye,  Tyler, 
Swain.  Schultz,  King,  Harding,  and  Slade. — J.  Warner. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln.) -Things  are  very 
busy  now  in  the  angling  way  all  down  the  Witham,  and 
on  the  drains  abont  Boston.  Many  club  matches  are 
now  being  fished,  and  visitors  have  had  takes  up  to  301b. 
or  401b.  each  from  the  Saturday  evening  to  the  Monday 
evening.  Heavy  bags  have  been  made  on  the  Bargate 
and  Cowbridge  drains,  and  from  the  river  at  Eastville, 
Kirkstead,  and  other  places  near  Boston.  At  Southery 
and  Bardney  also  there  have  been  good  catches,  and  par- 
ticularly about  the  wier  above  Stamp  End  Lock.  By 
dropping  off  at  Five  Mile  House  Station  and  crossing 
the  river,  a walk  of  two  miles  brings  the  angler  to  an 
excellent  spot.  At  Brayford  and  along  the  Fossdyke  the 
water  is  yielding  excellent  roach.  At  North  Oolling- 
ham,andin  the  Upper  Witham  they  have  been  taking 
fine  chub  and  roach.— Lucr. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  Wye  is 
very  low,  and  sport  on  the  public  length  of  that  river, 
tetween  Bakewell  and  Filliford  bridge,  has  been  very 
bad  during  the  past  week.  The  Derwent  has  been  in 
fair  trim  for  either  fly  or  minnow,  where  the  latter  is 
allowed,  and  some  good  sport  has  been  obtained  on  the 
various  club  waters.  I hear  of  some  good  baskets  of 
grayling  being  taken  on  the  Chatsworth  waters. 
Considering  the  character  of  that  water,  it  is 
surprising  it  is  not  better  patronised  by  anglers. 
How  often  does  one  see  the  question  asked,  “ Where  can 
I get  good  cheap  fiy-fishing?  ” I do  not  hesitate  to  say 
you  can  get  as  good,  if  not  the  best,  grayling  fly- 
fishing on  this  water  as  on  any  other  public  water 
in  the  country,  and  as  visitors  staying  at  tbe  hotels  are 
allowed  to  fish  about  seven  miles  of  river,  flowing 
through  some  of  the  prettiest  scenery  for  which  the 
county  is  famed,  for  the  modest  sum  of  2s.  fid.  a day,  I 
think  no  one  ought  to  grumble  at  the  charge.  Full  par- 
ticulars of  the  fishing  can  be  obtained  from  the  landlord 
of  the  Butland  Arms  Hotel,  Baslow,  or  the  Edensor 
Hotel,  Chatsworth.  Some  good  baskets  have  been  made 
on  the  Darley  Dale  and  Matlock  Club  waters.  I saw  one 
lot  of  four  and  a half  brace  and  another  of  four  brace, 
all  trout,  taken  from  the  latter  water  by  two  members. 
The  Derwent  at  the  time  of  writing  is  in  good  order,  and 
if  we  get  no  more  rain,  will  be  in  capital  trim  for  the 
holiday  anglers.  Ash  Dun,  Apple  Green,  Quills,  and 
Black  Gnat  will  be  found  to  kill. — Dotterel. 

Yare  (Norwich).— Some  excellent  sport  has  been 
obtained  since  my  last  report.  Good  catches  of  both 
roach  and  bream  have  been  obtained ; the  best  catch  near 
Norwich  was  about  four  stone  of  bream  taken  at  Trowse 
Hythe,  and  they  were  on  show  at  the  club  house  ; whilst 
down  stream  reports  are  fairly  good  from  all  stations. 
At  Cantley  last  Saturday  evening  ten  members  of  the 
Benevolent  Anglers’  Society  caught  108  fish  in  two 
hours,  between  5 and  7.  This  arrangement  strikes  me 
as  being  an  improvement  on  the  usual  hours  of  clubs 
from  Norwich,  who  fish  short  time  generally  in  the  very 
worst  hours  of  the  day.  On  the  Bure  some  fine  roach 
have  been  caught  by  a lady  at  Coltishall.  She  caught 
301b.,  and  one  or  two  weighed  nearly  21b.  each.  At 
Wroxham  down  to  Horning  Ferry  and  to  Banworih  and 
Acle  fishing  of  all  kinds  is  successfully  prosecuted,  and 
large  catches  of  fish  are  being  had  at  Barton  Broad  dis- 
trict, and  a’so  up  the  Thurne  and  its  adjacent  Broads. 
Prospects  good. — Bobert  Moll. 

Yore,  Wharf,  Nidd,  &c  . — Some  excellent  baskets 
have  been  made  during  the  past  week  both  with  fly  and 
bait,  but  principally  the  latter.  The  first  genuine  flood 


there  has  been  since  March  was  sure  to  put  the  fish  on 
the  feed,  and  those  who  were  early  on  the  spot  with 
maggot  and  wasp  grub  did  well.  It  is  raining  heavily 
to-day  (Wednesday),  and  another  flood  is  expected. — 
Francis  M.  Walbran. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— On  Monday,  tbe  best  baskets  were  by  Gen.  Banken 
and  Mr.  Gill,  on  Loch  Urigill,  forty-eight  trout,  IJ-ilb. ; 
Messrs.  Hall,  Liverpool,  on  Loch  Cama.  forty  trout, 
101b.  ; and  Messrs.  Beith  and  Millar,  on  Loch  Veyatie, 
twenty-five  trout,  81b.  On  Tuesday,  Messrs.  Beith  and 
Millar,  fifty-four  trout,  231b. ; Messrs.  Hall,  fifty-one, 
151b.  Fair  bas’icets  also  made  by  Gen.  Banken,  Mr.  Gill, 
Mr.  Minet.  London,  and  Mr.  Eusor,  Cardiff.  On  Wed- 
nesday, Messrs.  Hall,  on  Loch  Urigill,  sixty  trout, 
1.5Jlb. ; Messrs.  Beith  and  Millar,  on  same  loch,  forty, 
lO^lb.  ; and  Gen.  Banken,  along  with  Mr.  Gill,  on  Loch 
Veyatie,  twenty-two,  8Jlb.  On  Thursday,  Messrs. 
Beith  and  Millar  landed  forty-two  trout,  221b.  ; and 
Gen.  Banken  and  Mr.  Ensor,  twenty-two  trout  each. 
On  Friday,  Messrs.  Hall,  twenty-five  trout,  8Jlb.  ; Mr. 
Marrige,  twenty-two  trout,  filb.  : and  Messrs.  Beith 
and  Millar  (a  short  time  only),  twenty-two  trout.  On 
Saturday,  Mr.  and  Miss  Marrige,  on  Loch  Veyatie, 
twenty-eight  trout,  7Jlb.  ; and  Gen.  Banken,  along  with 
Mr.  Hall,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  twenty-five  trout,  fllb.,  and 
a Wo.ferox  landed  with  fly  by  Gen.  Banken.— McB. 

Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters.— July  2G,  on  Loch 
Loyal,  Mr.  Deans,  thirty-seven  trout,  131b.  ; Messrs. 
Price  and  Pilburgh,  sixty-two  trout,  241b.  27th,  on  Loch 
Meaddie,  Mr.  Deans,  forty-four  trout,  131b. ; on  Loch 
Halara,  Messrs.  Price  and  Bilburgh,  sixty  trout,  22Hb. 
28th,  on  Loch  Breakbui,  Mr.  Deans,  twenty-four  trout, 
lOlb. ; on  Loch  Loyal,  Mr.  Bilburgh,  fifteen  trout,  filb. 
29tb,  on  Loch  Meaddie,  Mr.  Deans,  thirty-one  trout, 
1211).  31st,  on  Loch  Naver,  Mr.  Deans,  two  sea-trout, 
51b.,  seven  trout,  31b.  Aug.  1,  on  Loch  Meaddie,  Mr. 
Deans,  thirty-six  trout,  151b. — W.  Munro. 

Berriedale  (Caithness).— The  obstruction  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  is  now  all  removed,  and  a good  many 
fish  are  going  up.  The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Portland 
are  expected  here  to-night  (Tuesday).  The  Duke  is  to 
try  angling  before  the  shooting  begins.  He  was  fishing 
recently  on  the  Benaly  river  and  had  some  sport,  after 
the  river  rose.  The  netsmen  here  are  doing  well.  Last 
week  ten  boxes  of  salmon  and  grilse  were  sent  to  the 
London  market.  Grouse  prospects  are  very  good. — 
S.  C. 

Border  Esk. — On  Tuesday  Mr.  Prentice,  Eskdale 
Temperance  Hotel,  had  three  and  a half  dozen  yellow 
trout;  Mr.  Hall,  staying  at  the  same  place,  and  fishing 
along  with  Mr.  Prentice,  caught  a very  strange  “ fish,” 
viz,,  a “ water  gled,”  by  the  neck  with  a fly  hook  ; size 
and  weight  of  this  strange  fish  not  recorded.  Border 
Esk  now  in  flood. — W-  D. 

Border  Esk. — The  Esk  is  now  in  flood.  Fairly  good 
sport  has  been  had  in  the  Langholm  water.  With  the 
fly  Mr.  Thos.  Morrison  had  a goodly  basket,  including 
five  sea-trout ; Mr.  Jas.  Morrison,  at  Skippers  Bridge, 
took  three  sea-trout ; and  Mr.  Thos.  Irving,  with  Stewart 
tackle,  had  again  four  sea-trout.  Pour  whiting  and  two 
sea-trout  were  creeled  by  Mr.  J.  Bell,  and  Messrs.  D. 
Johnstone  and  D.  Murray,  of  Langholm,  have  had  good 
baskets  of  sea-trout  and  whiting.  Mr.  Murray  also  cap- 
tured a number  of  yellow  trout.  Nothing  much  is  being 
done  in  the  middle  reaches  between  Longlour  and  Canon- 
bie.  Whiting  are  plentiful  in  the  Liddle,  below  Penton. 
In  Byrebnrnfoot  water,  Mr.  Frank  Little  had  four  sea- 
trout  and  seven  whiting ; Mr.  Walter  Irving  had  three 
sea-trout  and  four  whiting  ; Messrs.  John  Jardine,  B. 
Baxter,  S.  McEwen,  John  Graham,  and  B.  Doughty 
have  also  made  some  good  takes  in  the  middle  reaches  ; 
Mr.  Matthew  Laidlow  had  a fine  kill  of  seven  sea-trout, 
and  at  another  fishing  five  sea-trout ; Mr.  John  Murray 
had  a basket  of  tea-trout,  whiting,  and  yellow  trout ; 
Mr.  John  Harkness  caught  two  sea-trout  with  Stewart 
tackle;  and  Mr.  D.  Johnstone  and  J.  Ballantine  have 
scored  well.  In  the  Metal  Bridge  water,  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Carlisle,  landed  eighty-three  whiting  at  two  fishings  : 
Mr.  Tully  had  thirty,  and  Major-General  Stewart  and 
Col.  Wy burgh  have  had  capital  sport. — W.  A. 

Dee  (Aberdeenskire). — Till  the  autumn  floods  set 
in  little  may  be  expected  in  the  way  of  bright  angling 
results  on  the  Dee  and  kindred  streams.  Here  and 
there  anglers  are  making  fair  returns,  but  for  the  most 
part  the  fisheries  are  vacant.  On  the  Braemar  reaches 
several  salmon  have  been  creeled.  On  the  Glen  Tana 
siction  Sir  Win.  Brook’s  keepers  landed  several  salmon 
and  grilse.  On  the  Ballogie  waters  Mr.  Beveridge 
Leach,  Glasgow,  had  a nice  grilse  of  21b.,  several  sea- 
trout,  and  some  splendid  yellow  trout.  Some  heavy  fish 
are  coming  on,  and  the  autumn  prospects  are  daily 
becoming  brighter. — Deesider. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — Although  the  river  has 
been  in  fair  spate  of  late,  few  grilse  or  salmon  have  got 
beyond  the  dykes.  Now  that  the  net  fishing  for  this 
season  has  reached  the  closing  month  fishermen  are 
busy  night  and  day.  The  yield  of  fish  last  week  from 
both  the  river  and  sea  was  the  heaviest  of  the  season. 
A good  many  trout  were  also  got  by  net  on  the  river. 
Anglers  are  patiently  waiting  for  the  rod  fishing  to 
commence.  In  the  beginning  of  the  present  week  the 
wind  was  rather  rough  from  the  north,  which  created  a 
choppy  sea,  which  somewhat  disarranged  the  bag  nets. 
— H.  W. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).  — Although  the  river 
during  the  past  week  has  been  in  fair  angling  order, 
almost  nothing  has  been  done.  On  the  whole  river  only 
four  small  grilse  have  been  got,  and  six  other  salmon 
as  brown  as  they  could  possibly  be.  To-day  (Tuesday) 


there  is  rise  in  the  river,  but  no  fish  are  going  up. 
l.och  fishing  is  still  doing  well,  one  gentleman,  in  two 
days,  killed  forty-five  trnnt.  The  herring  fishing  con- 
tinues very  successful.  -S.  C. 

Inveran  (Sutherland,  N.B.p  — Notwithstanding 
unfavourable  weather  an  occasional  fish  is  still  being 
got  on  the  lower  Shin  beats  by  anglers  from  the  Snther- 
land  Arms  Hotel.  On  Wednesday  last.  Lord  liray- 
brooke  caught  a grilse  of  4ilb  on  Fall  Pool ; and 
General  Bell  a salmon,  weighing  141b.,  on  Meadow  Pool. 
On  Friday  Lord  Braybrooke  landed  a grilse  of  filb.  on 
For  Dam. — McB. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarhridge,  N.B.).  — 

Angling  on  this  tidal  water  has  been  prosecuted  with 
fair  success.  Several  grilse  have  been  got  with  the  rod 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Invershin.  A few  evenings 
ago  Mr.  J.  MacLennan,  Bonarbridge,  was  out  a short 
time  and  landed  eight  sea-trout,  some  of  which  weighed 
over  11b.,  and  the  whole  61b.  -McB. 

Lairg  Hotel  'Waters  (Lairg,  N.B.).— Weather 
still  very  unsettled;  lochs  very  full.  With  improved 
weather  conditions,  excellent  sport  should  be  got.  Cap- 
tain Drake,  fishing  Loch  Shin,  made  baskets  of  two 
Salmo  ferox  of  41b.,  and  3Jlb  , and  IJlb.  trout,  and  on 
Loch  Cracail  ten  trout  of  5jlb.,  and  eight,  3‘[lb.  : Mr. 
Ballance,  a ferox  of  12.jlb.,  and  l^b-  trout.  Mr.  Kaye, 
Mr.  Copeland,  Dr.  and  Mr.  Thompson,  and  Mr.  Mmet 
and  others  had  fair  spoi’t. — J.  Y. 

Lochinver  and  Culag  Hotels’  Waters  (Loch- 
inver,  N.B.). — A number  of  very  good  baskets  were 
made  on  these  waters  last  week.  Weather  improving 
and  good  sport  anticipated.  A few  of  the  best  takes 
were  : Forty-three  trout,  lOJlb.,  on  Loch  Tark  ; forty- 
three  trout  on  Loch  Beannoch,  and  thirty-five,  lOlb.,  on 
Black  Loch,  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Waters,  London ; twenty 
trout  on  Loch  Beannoch,  twenty-nine  on  Black  Loch, 
twenty-six  on  Loch  Crocach,  and  twenty-six  on  hark 
Loch,  by  Mr.  J.  Boberts-Thomson,  Bournemouth;  Mr. 
Gurney,  a grilse  of  51b.  on  Culag  Loch.  Ci^nel 
Boothby,  Dr.  Smith,  Mr.  Sidney  A’Court,  Mr.  Birk- 
beck,  Mr.  Dickin,  and  Mr.  A.  T.  Hames,  had  good  sport. 
— J.  Y. 

Lochleven  (Kinross).  -Notwithstanding  a some- 
what gusty  wind  from  the  south-west,  and  a good 
of  sunshine,  heavier  creels  have  been  got  with  fly  than 
in  the  previous  week.  The  following  were  amongst  the 
parties  out : — Mr.  Black,  Tayport,  in  three  days  cap- 
tured fifty-three  trout  : Mr.  Sheach  and  Mr.  Howe 
(three  days),  fifty-six  trout ; Mr.  Porter,  thirteen  trout ; 
Mr.  J.  B.  Mills  and  Mr.  Sturrock,  fifty-two ; Mr. 
Taylor,  fourteen  ; .Major  Maxwell  and  Captain  Eankine, 
Hamilton,  thirty-eight  trout  ; Captain  Baxter,  thirty 
trout : Mr.  and  Master  Durward  Lely,  fourteen  tront ; 
Provost  Griffiths,  eleven  trout;  Mr.  Hutchison,  eight 
trout;  Mr.  Benbow,  ten  trout;  Mr.  Christie,  seven 
trout.  Twelve  competitors  competed  in  the  ^Falkirk 
Club,  on  Monday,  and  captured  fifty  trout,  371b.  8oz. 
Prize-takers : First,  Mr.  J.  Hogg,  eleven  trout, 

filb.  13oz.  ; second,  Mr.  W.  Bartholomew,  five  trout, 
51b.  15oz.  ; third,  Mr.  J.  Kirk,  seven  trout,  41b.  5oz. 
The  total  number  of  trout  killed  during  July  was  2..  13, 
and  weighed  27341b.  8oz.  In  July  last  year  1087  were 
taken,  which  scaled  12821b. — Bobert  B.  Laixg. 

Loch.  Raunoch. — The  following  sport  was  obtamed 
by  anglers  from  Dunalastair  Hotel  : July  2fi,  Mr.  Nash 
and  Dr.  Hamilton,  Liverpool,  on  loch,  twenty-four  trout ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickinson,  Liverpool,  ten  trout  ; Mr.  Wm 
Knollys.  London,  and  Major  Knollys,  Dorking,  five  trout. 
July  27,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickinson,  on  loch,  fifteen  trout, 
one  weighing  21b.  ; Mr.  Wm.  Knollys,  Bev.  A.  A« 
Knollys,  and  Major  Knollys,  fourteen  trout  and  one 
char.  July  28,  Mr.  Nash  and  Dr.  Hamilton,  on  loch,  ten 
trout;  Mr.  Dickinson,  nine  trout.  .Inly 29,  Mr.  Hey- 
gate,  Wellingborough,  Dr.  Hamilton,  on  loch,  and 
Major  Knollys,  on  river,  had  each  a good  basket. 
July  31,  Mr.  Nash  and  Dr.  Hamilton,  on  loch,  thirteen 
trout;  Mr.  Heygate,  six  trout;  Bev.  A.  A.  Knollys, 
Major  Knollys,  and  Mr.  William  Knollys,  on  river, 
trout.  Aug.  1,  Messrs.  Kittoand  Stewart,  Musselburgh, 
on  loch,  flfeen  trout;  Mr.  and  Miss  Nash,  ten  trout ; 
Bev.  A.  A.  Knollys  and  Major  Knollys,  ten  trout. 

Melvich  Hotel  (Sutherlandshire).— On  Tuesday 
Mr.  Evans,  on  Loch  Carroch,  had  nine  trout,  and  eight 
lythe  ; Dr.  Crossley  and  Mr.  Kenyon,  thirty-eight  Hout ; 
and  Dr.  Kydd  one  salmon.  On  Thursday  Dr.  McKern, 
fourteen  trout  ; Dr.  Kydd,  a grilse  of  41b.  Onlriday, 
Dr.  Crossley  and  Mr.  Kenyon,  a basket  of  river  troM  ; 
Dr.  McKern,  twenty-five  trout.  On  Saturday  Dr. 
Crossley  and  Mr.  Kenyon,  on  Loch  Acran,  had  thirty- 
six  trout ; Mr.  S.  McDonald,  six  trout.  Oil  Friday  two 
gentlemen  had  two  fine  trout  off  Loch-na-Eglais.  A.  M. 

Mull. — The  lakes  and  rivers  of  Mull  are  bow  in 
capital  order,  and  good  baskets  have  been  omained 
generally.  Messrs.  Moore,  Simpson,  Black,  W.  L. 
Hendy,  and  E.  L.  Hendy  had  good  sport  with  the  taout. 

Naver  (Bettyliill,  N.B.).— On  Monday,  Col.  Frier, 
Dalvina  Lodge,  fished  beat  No.  1 and  lauded  two  grilse 
weighing  5Jlb.  and  fiilb.  On  Wednesday,  Major 
Burnnell,  Dalvina  Lodge,  had  one  grilse  of  41b.  and  a 
91b.  salmon  on  beat  1 ; Col.  Frier,  a grilse  of  71b.  on 
beat  5 ; and  Lieut.  Grosvenor,  Skeppiok  Lodge,  one 
salmon,  81b.  on  beat  6.  On  Thursday,  Major  Burnell 
grassed  a salmon  of  71b.  on  beat  3 ; and  Lieut.  Grosvenor 
a 9-pounder  on  beat  1.  On  Friday,  Col.  [Frier  landed  a 
filb.  grilse  on  beat  fi,  and  lost  other  two;  while  Mr. 
Percy  Wormald  got  one  of  Gib.  on  beat  2.  Saturday  was 
blank.  On  Monday  this  week  there  was  a good  volume 
of  water,  but  rather  dirty.  The  Mallart,  one  of  the 
upper  tributaries  of  the  river,  has  been  yielding  excellent 
sport  of  late. — McB. 

North.  Uist,  Lochmaddy.— Since  the  middle  of 
July  over  two  inches  of  rain  have  fallen.  The  spring 
' tides,  which  are  just  over,  were  favourable  for  fish  getting 
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into  brackish  lochs,  and  all  the  waters  are  now  in  good 
ply,  with  an  excellent  appeai-ance  of  fish.  Some  good 
liaskets  have  been  got  during  the  last  few  days  by 
Messrs.  Ferguson  and  McGaw,  Mr.  Fraser,  and  Mr.  W. 
Millan. — James  M.  Fraser. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.)— 
Among  the  anglers  out  on  the  various  lochs  during  the 
past  week  were  : Mrs.  Archibald,  Edinburgh  ; Mr. 
Worsley-Taylor,  Q.C.  ; Messr-s.  Worsley-Taylor,  sen. 
and  jun.  ; Mr.  Leslie-Jones  ; Dr.  Allan,  Tonbridge ; Mr. 
Dudley-Yorke  ; Mr.  Watkin,  Mr.  Lyndsay,  Colonel  and 
Mrs.  Butler,  but  full  details  for  the  week  cannot  of 
course  bo  given  here.  On  Monday  the  best  sport  was 
by  Mrs.  Archibald,  who  on  Loch  More  landed  8 sea-trout, 
the  heaviest  of  which  weighed  31b.,  and  the  whole  101b., 
and  Mr.  Woz’sley-Taylor,  Q C.,  on  Merkland  river,  one 
salmon.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Worsley-Taylor,  along  with 
Mr.  Leslie-Jones,  on  Loch  More,  twelve  sea-trout ; and 
Mrs.  Archibald,  on  Loch  Griara,  twenty-four  trout.  On 
Wednesday  Dr.  Allan  and  Mrs.  Archibald,  on  Loch 
More,  ten  sea-trout ; and  Mr.  Dudley-Yorke,  on  Mid 
Shin,  seventeen  trout.  On  Thursday  Mrs.  Archibald 
and  Dr.  Allan,  on  Loch  More,  eight  sea-trout,  141b.  On 
Friday  Mr.  Frank  Worsley-Taylor,  on  Loch  Gorm,  thirty- 
six  trout,  141b.  : and  on  Saturday  Mr.  Worsley-Taylor 
and  Mr.  Leslie-Jones,  on  Loch  Gorm,  forty-two  trout, 
and  a very  handsome  ferox  of  81b.,  sent  to  McLeay, 
Inverness,  for  preservation ; Mrs.  Archibald  and  Dr. 
Allan,  on  Loch  More,  ten  sea-trout.  On  Monday  this 
week  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Butler,  on  Loch  More,  seven 
sea-trout : and  Messrs.  Watkin  and  Worsley-Taylor,  six 
sea-trout. — McB. 

Rannoch,  N.B.  (Bimrannoch  Hotel).— The 

following  sport  was  obtained  by  anglers  from  Bun- 
rannoch  Hotel,  on  Loch  Einnoch : Friday,  July  28, 
Messr.s.  Beaty,  Manchester,  thirty-six  good  trout  : Mr. 
Lindo  and  Mrs.  Trollope,  eleven  trout ; Messrs.  Lloyd, 
Attye,  and  May,  nineteen  trout;  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Rankin, 
Liverpool,  twenty  trout.  Saturday,  July  21),  Messrs. 
Beaty,  Manchester,  ten  trout ; Mr.  Lindo,  Brighton, 
twenty-eight  trout,  one  weighing  over  lib.  ; Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Rankin,  Liverpool,  eighteen  trout  ; Mrs.  Trollope, 
London,  three  fine  trout  on  the  river  ; Mr.  Lloyd,  eight 
trout;  Monday,  July  31,  Messrs.  Beaty,  Manchester, 
eighteen  trout,  including  two  fine  ones  weighing  lib. 
each;  Messrs.  Rankin  and  Lloyd,  twenty-seven  trout. 
Tuesday,  Aug.  1,  Mr.  Rankin,  Liverpool,  thirteen  trout, 
oneweigh  ng  21b.;  Messrs.  Beaty,  Manchester,  eleven 
very  fine  trout. 

Rhiconich  Hotel.— July  25,  H.  F.  Kerr,  Esq., 
London,  Sandwood.two  sea-trout,  71b.  ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  A. 
Kirby,  Coventry,  Garbet  Beg.  six  sea-trout,  4.|lb,  one 
salmon,  5Jlb.  ; J.  Cox  Cox,  Esq.,  Dundee,  No.  3,  thirty- 
six  trout,  121b.  20th,  Messrs.  Scott  and  Playfair,  Dun- 
dee, Sandwood,  two  sea-trout,  51b.  ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirby, 
Loch  Naula,  twenty-four  trout,  91b.,  one  sea-trout; 
H.  F.  Kerr,  Garbet  Beg,  one  sea-trout,  3Jlb.,  dead  calm. 
27th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirby,  seven  sea-trout,  6Jlb.,  dead 
calm;  J.  Cox  Cox,  sea  fishing,  dead  calm.  28th,  J.  CoxCox, 
Garbet  Beg,  five  sea-trout,  51b.,  dead  calm  ; Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kirby,  Garbet  More,  thirteen  sea-trout,  lOHb.,  dead  calm. 
29th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirby,  Garbet  Beg,  nine  sea-trout, 
fijlb,,dead;calm  ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  CoxCox,  sea  fishing,  one 
cod,  fifty  haddocks.  31st,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirby,  Skerraha, 
seven  sea-trout,  71b.  ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Cox  Cox,  Garbet 
Beg,  four  sea-trout,  41b.,  three  grilse,  5Hb.,  4^1b.,  SUb., 
two  salmon,  121b..  81b.  Master-  Thomas  Cox,  nine  years 
of  age,  for  the  week  landed  sixty-seven  brown  trout,  one 
sea-trout,  one  lythe.  Weather  of  late  has  been  very  un- 
favourable for  fishing  ; the  only  two  days  that  c.ime  two 
rods  hooked  twenty  salmon  and  grilse,  and  landed  thir- 
teenof  them.  With  favourable  weather  fishing  prospects 
are  good,  as  both  loch  and  stream  are  well  stocked  with 
silmon  and  sea- trout. — J.  S. 

Scourie  Hotel  Watei-s  (Scourie  by  Lairg, 
N.B.)  . — Fishing  on  the  hotel  waters  was  very  good  last 
week.  Sea-tr.iiit  are  now  taking  freely.  Messrs.  Grant 
aiid  Humm,  London,  made  a total  basket  of  120  trout, 
weighing  421b.,  and,  sea-fishing,  1301b.  of  fish.  On  the 
Duart  More,  for  a couple  of  hours.  Sir  Thomas  D.  Brodie, 
Bart.,  and  Mr.  Ivory,  killed  OJlb.  of  sea-trout.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Maitland,  and  Mr.s.  Nicholson,  Mr.  Sampson,  and 
others  made  good  baskets  of  sea  and  brown  trout. 
Various  lochs  are  in  very  good  ply.  Weather  settling 
down. — J.  Y. 

Shin  (Lairg). — On  Monday  this  week  Major  Berkeley 
killed  two  salmon,  weighing  14Jlb.  and  12^1b.,  and  on 
Wednesday  one  fish  of  lOJlb.  River  too  high  for  fish  to 
leap  the  falls.  Very  heavy  rain  on  Wednesday. — J.  Y. 

South  of  Scotland.  — There  has  been  no  improve- 
ment in  the  sport  in  the  South  of  Scotland  rivers.  There 
is  no  scarcity  of  fish  in  the  rivers,  as  many  of  the  pools 
arp  well  stocked  with  sea-trout  and  herling.  The  only 
cause  of  complaint  is  the  state  of  the  waters. — The 
Annan. — On  this  river  angling  has  not  been  so  poor  for 
a long  time.  With  a good  westerly  breeze,  some  fair 
catches  of  salmon-trout  and  herling  have  been  had.  On 
Frid.iy,  Dr.  Sommerville,  Ayr,  angling  in  the  Blanket- 
lees  water,  killed  a salmon  of  14Jlb.  with  Brown  Turkey 
fly.  He  had  also  half  a dozen  herling.  Mr.  McGiverin 
killed  four  herling  and  one  sea-trout.  Mr.  T.  J.  Robert- 
son fished  the  Brewery  water,  and  killed  nine  herling 
with  fly  ; Mr.  Davies,  a yellow  trout  of  11b.  2oz.,  and 
four  herling  ; Mr.  Mounsey,  eight  herling,  and  five  on  the 
following  night ; Mr.  Rothwell,  ten  herling  with  fly,  and 
Dr.  Barry,  a light  basket ; Mr.  P.  Loudon,  five  herling. 
On  Monday,  Mr.  Harry  Hudson,  Oldham,  killed  with 
brandling  worm,  twenty-two  herling  and  one  sea-trout. 
On  Tuesday  he  had  eighteen  herling  with  the  same  lure 
in.  the  Brewery  water.  Mr.  Forbes,  Edinburgh,  sixteen 
herling  with  the  same  lure;  Mr.  Lockhart  had  eleven 
herling  and  lost  a salmon  ; Mr.  J.  Baxter,  six  herling  and 


one  sea-trout  with  worm.  In  the  Mount  Annan  private 
water,  Mr.  Thorburn  had  fourteen  herling. — Esk. — 
Although  the  rains  of  last  week  slightly  improved  the 
river,  the  sport  has  been  anything  but  good.  Mr.  F. 
Little  caught  four  sea-trout  by  fishing  after  dark.  Mr. 
Bourhill,  one  sea-trout  and  five  herling ; Mr.  J,  Bell, 
three  sea-trout ; Mr.  M.  Laidlaw,  five  sea-trout  with 
worm  ; Mr.  T.  Irving,  one  sea-trout  and  four  herling 
Mr.  J.  Harkness,  two  sea-trout  with  worm.  The  Nith. 
— No  sport  is  reported  by  a number  of  my  correspon- 
dents on  the  different  stretches.  By  night  fishing  a few 
herling  have  been  caught,  but  the  chance  of  a catch  is 
not  worth  the  trouble. — The  Galloway  Rivers. — 
Angling  has  not  been  so  wretchedly  poor  lor  some  years 
past ; the  waters  have  got  so  low  and  foul  that  trout 
will  not  rise  to  the  fly.  Ayrshire  Lochs.— Angling 
has  been  on  the  decline  for  a number  of  weeks  on  the 
lochs  of  this  district,  and  in  the  rivers  sport  is  at  a very 
low  ebb,  all  on  account  of  the  want  of  floods.  The 
barometer  is  falling,  and  rain  may  soon  come.— 
Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— Since  writing  last  very  heavy 
rainfalls  have  taken  place.  As  a consequence  the  river 
rose  rapidly,  but  not  soon  enough  to  give  the  fish  a 
clear  run  through  the  miles  of  netting  during  the 
weekly  “ slap.”  Although  a few  grilse  were  got 
on  the  lower  reaches,  the  best  sport  is  still  to 
be  had  further  up.  On  the  Pitcroy  Lodge,  during  the 
week,  Mr.  C.  M.  P.  Burn  and  party,  killed  half  a dozen 
fish,  averaging  from  41b.  to  161b.  On  the  Aberlour 
House  water,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  J.  Mackenzie  killed  a 
grilse  of  5Jlb.,  and  next  day  another  of  31b,  ; while  on 
the  same  day,  Mr.  McDiarmid,  keeper,  had  one  of  51b.  ; 
and  from  the  uoper  section  of  the  same  water  on  Friday, 
the  Buchromb  keeper  had  one  of  4^16.  From  the  Glen- 
grant  water  at  Craigellachie,  on  this  day  week,  Mr. 
Douglas,  Edinburgh,  landed  a grilse  of  51b.  ; and  on 
Monday,  one  of  .3Jlb.  ; while  Major  Grant,  Glengrant, 
had  one  of  4Jlb. — J.  M. 

Stromness  (Masons’  Arms  Hotel).— On  Friday 
last  Mr.  Mackay,  of  the  above  hotel , fished  the  Loch  of 
Stenness,  and  had  eight  trout  weighing  121b.  On 
Saturday  the  Rev.  Mr.  Anderson  had  four  trout 
weighing  61b. — John  Mackay. 

Tongue  Hotel  Waters  (Tongue,  N.B.).— The 
exceptionally  heavy  rainfall  was  just  what  the  lochs  and 
streams  in  the  Tongue  district  needed.  Week  by  week 
the  angling  has  improved,  and  the  prospects  are  of  the 
brightest  kind.  Undernoted  are  a few  of  the  best 
baskets,  viz.  On  the  Kyle,  Mr.  Ross,  Edinburgh, 
killed  six  sea-trout,  101b.  (one  31b.),  six,  14Ib.  (one  4lb.), 
and  six,  141b.  ; Mr.  Bourne,  Lincoln,  eight  sea-trout, 
llflb.,  seven,  111b.,  twelve,  141b.,  and  ten  18ilb.  (one 
41b  ) ; Mr.  Francis,  five,  91b.,  and  seven,  161b.  (one  41b.)  ; 
Messrs.  Young  and  Morrison,  six,  12ib.  (one  41b  ),  and 
nine,  181b.  ; and  Mr.  Young,  five,  121b.  ; Mr.  McLeod, 
Arbroath,  landed  a salmon  of  91b  on  the  same  water. 
Loch  Craggie  yielded  seven  trout,  5Jlb.,  and  one /ero.r 
of  71b.,  and  six,  31b.  Loch  Crocach,  twenty  brown 
trout,  101b.,  thirteen,  6Jlb.,  and  ten,  61b.  Loch  Loyal, 
twenty-seven,  121b.,  five,  2Jlb.,  seven,  41h.,  and  51b.  Loch 
Slam,  thirty-six,  121b.,  and  thirty,  131o.  The  totals 
durmg  the  past  fortnight  were— on  the  Kyle,  eighty- 
eight  fish  weighing  1651b.  ; other  lochs.  288  brown  trout 
weighing  1511b.,  and  two  ferox,  121b. — J.  Y. 

Whitadder  (Ellem  Cottage).— July  31,  Mr.  Stead, 
71b.  ; Mr.  Robertson,  six  trout.  Aug.  1,  Mr.  Stead, 
twenty  trout;  Mr.  Robert.son,  four.  River  low  and 
bright. — R.  J.  Fenton. 

Tth.an. — Seldom  has  this  famous  sea-trout  estuary 
been  in  better  ply.  Fish  are  exceedingly  plentiful.  The 
weather  has  been  dead  against  the  best  sport,  yet  good 
baskets  have  been  made.  Grilse  are  very  scarce  as  yet 
in  the  nets,  but  the  salmon  season  as  yet  has  been  a 
fairly  good  one. — G.  M. 

lEISH  REPORTS. 

Balliuderry  (Coagh.). — The  water  is  low  and  clear. 
On  Saturday,  your  correspondent  had  the  pleasure  of 
inducting  Mr.  John  R.  Ward  and  Mr.  Willie  Ward,  both 
of  Belfast,  into  the  preliminaries  of  fly-fishing  on  these 
reaches.  I rose  a large  trout,  but  failed  to  land  him. 
On  the  Kingsmill  tributary  some  trout  were  got  on  the 
clear  water  worm. 

Bann  (Toome).— Fishing  has  been  fair  this  week. 
Pike  and  perch  are  still  doing  well.  Dr.  Edmondson 
has  proved  a fierce  enemy  of  pike  ; he  has  cleared  the 
river  of  about  sixty,  one  of  which  weighed  71b.  Mr. 
Meenam,  and  Mr.  M.  Carry,  of  Belfast,  have  also  had  fair 
sport. — L.  G. 

Blackwater,  Baiiburb  (co.  Tyrone).— The  annual 
plague  of  flax  water  is  ” on,”  and  for  the  next  week  or 
two  angling  will  be  at  zero.  For  so  far  no  dead  fish 
have  been  ob.served,  but  the  smallest  quantity  sickens 
the  fish  so  that  they  won’t  rise.  At  this  time  poaching 
is  greatly  indulged  in. 

Erne. — Spoiton  this  river  has  been  almost  at  a stand- 
still. A good  deal  of  rain  has  fallen  during  the  past 
three  weeks,  with  little  effect  as  the  waters  are  all  very 
low.  More  rain  is  wanted  to  raise  a good  flood. — M. 
Roqan. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).  — 

The  baskets  obtained  during  the  week  seldom  exceeded 
six  white  trout  and  a few  brown  ones.  Sea-tront  are 
very  numerous,  especially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Church  and  Rabbit  Islands  and  in  Coffey’s  Bay.  Weather 
still  unsettled. — Thos.  .1.  Dennehy. 

Lough  Mask. — Sir  Rowland  Blennerhassett,  Bart., 
Sir  Valentine  Blake,  Menlo  Castle,  Galway  ; Captain 
Cotton,  Ethwell  Hall,  Derby ; Captain  Camming 
Dewer,  London;  Mr.  S.  T.  Redington,  Dublin;  and 
Mr.  John  Redington,  Galway;  have  been  fishing  the 


above  Lough,  and  are  getting  excellent  sport,  taking  on 
an  average  501b.  of  trout  and  gillaroo  each  day.  They 
are  staying  at  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbui,  Co. 
Galway. — Patt  Burke,  fisherman. 

Lough  Neagh  (Tyrone  Shores). — Trout-netting  is 
a little  improved,  and  a few  clean  run  salmon  were  taken 
last  week.  Pollen  fishing  is  brisker.  Last  Friday,  on 
two  or  three  backwaters  your  correspondent  killed 
fourteen  pike  from  41b.  to  9|ib.  on  a silk  phantom,  and  a 
brace  of  trout. — J.  A.  B. 

Mourne  and  Strull  (Newtonstewart,  co. 
Tyrone). — The  stream  is  a trifle  low  and  clear.  On 
Saturday  evening  David  Donnell  killed  two  salmon; 
Mr.  C.  P.  Gibbons,  one,  81b.  The  Abercorn  Arms  is 
pretty  well  filled  up  with  English  anglers.  The  pro- 
prietor now  issues  licences  for  salmon  fishing. 

Moy  and  Lakes  (Ballina). — This  river  is  rising 
fast,  and  rain  is  falling  heavily  all  day.  The  big 
fish  are  now  beginning  to  run,  and  grilse  and  sea- 
trout  are  also  on  the  move  up  river,  where  they  have  a 
free  run,  as  the  salmon  traps  are  taken  up.  Some  nice 
fish  vvere  got  during  the  end  of  last  week  and  beginning 
of  this  week,  and  also  some  sea-trout  of  a fair  size  by 
Captain  Turner,  Mr.  Littleton,  Mr.  G.  T.  Bourke,  and 
Captain  Haige.  With  the  pro.speots  of  big  water,  and 
traps  and  nets  off,  I anticipite  good  sport  to  the  end  of 
season.  Sept.  15. — Frank  Hearns. 

Oweua,  Ardara  (co.  Bonegal).  — On  Tuesday 
Colonel  Higgerson  killed  four  salmon  and  a few  white 
trout;  Mr.  Crumley  landed  three  salmon.  Anglers  may 
calculate  on  fair  sport  for  the  remaining  portion  of  the 
season.  Mr.  McNelis  has  four  vacant  rods  on  his 
reaches. — J.  A.  B. 

SKannou  and  Lough.  Derg  (Killaloe). — Sport 
this  week  has  been  ratuer  poor,  but  the  weather  and 
water  have  been  unsettled  of  late.  Mr.  H.  B.  Samuelson 
killed  one  salmon  and  five  grilse;  Col.  Willans  also  got 
a few  fish  ; Mr.  E.  Alan  Hay  caught  a freshly-run 
salmon  of  161b.  For  the  next  two  months  trout  fishing 
will  be  good  on  the  preserves.  Some  fine  pike  and  big 
trout  have  recently  been  taken  on  the  lake. — S.  J. 
Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  large  salmon  have 
reappeared  in  the  river,  and  Captain  Bayly  has  succeeded 
ill  landing  four  of  them  during  the  week.  On  Doonas 
Mr.  H.  Hodges’  men  got  one  peal,  61b.,  on  Aug.  1. 
Fishermen  on  Newgarden  got  one  peal,  31b.,  on  25th  ; 
Captain  Bayly,  on  Hermitage,  got  two  salmon,  331b.  and 
35Jlb.  on  July  31,  and  one  salmon,  31|lb.,  on  Aug.  2. 
On  Woodlands,  he  killed  one  peal,  31b.,  on  27th  ; and 
Summerhill  and  De  Burgho  he  killed  one  salmon,  361b.,' 
on  July  29. — John  Enright  and  Son. 


The  harvest  of  the  sea,  so  far  as  England  and  Wales 
are  concerned,  in  twelve  months  yielded  324,009  tons  of 
fish,  valued  at  .£4,629,000. 

Those  of  our  many  readers  who  prefer  a trip  by 
water  to  a railway  journey  will  be  well  cared  for  by 
the  Victoria  Steamboat  Association,  whose  splendidly 
appointed  vessel,  the  Koh-i-Noor  or  Royal  Sovereign, 
leaves  Old  Swan  Pier,  London  Bridge  daily  (Fridays 
excepted)  for  Clacton-on-Sea,  Harwich,  Ipswich,  and 
Felixstowe.  The  Glen  Rosi  takes  passengers  arriving  at 
Ipswich  by  these  boats  on  to  Yarmouth.  Every  Sunday, 
Monday,  VVednesday,  and  Thursday  the  Lord  of  the 
Isles  leaves  Old  Swan  Pier  for  Southend  and  Margate 
at  10.30  a.m.,  while  either  the  Koh-i-Noor  or  Royal 
Sovereign  will  run  daily  (weather  permitting)  to  Rams- 
gate and  Margate  and  back,  leaving  Old  Swan  Pier  at 
9.30  a.m.  The  association  claim  the  two  last-named 
boats  to  be  the  fastest  light-draught  steamers  in  the 
world.  The  time-honoured ‘‘ hus  ands’  boat  ” runs  to 
Mirgate  every  Saturday  afternoon  at  two  o’clock. 

The  Walton  Tercentenary. — The  proposal  for 
the  great  gathering,  which  it  was  hoped  at  one  time 
would  be  held  at  Stafford,  the  birthplace  of  Izaak 
Walton,  having  fallen  through,  August  9,  which  is  the 
tercentenary  date,  will  be  observed  to  a some  what  limited 
extent.  The  London  anglers,  however,  do  not  intend  to 
allow  the  day  to  pass  without  notice.  We  have  received 
a letter  from  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  stating  that,  the  Mayor 
of  Stafford  having  informed  him  that  his  town  will  not 
be  able  to  take  part  in  any  celebr.ition  of  the  event,  he 
and  some  other  gentlemen  to  whom  the  suggestion  was 
made  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  an  appropriate 
way  of  marking  the  occasion  will  be  the  holding  of  a 
sort  of  informal  picnic  of  anglers  at  some  pleasant  spot 
on  the  banks  of  Walton’s  favourite  river,  the  Lea. 
Broxbourne  has  been  chosen,  and  there  will  be  an  anglers’ 
luncheon,  with  a few  speeches  and  songs,  and  it  may  be 
that  a non-competitive  exhibition  of  fly-casting  and 
the  use  of  the  spinning-rod  will  be  given.  The 
luncheon  will  be  provided  by  Mrs.  Benningfield,  of  the 
Crown  Hotel,  and  the  price  of  the  tickets  has  been  fixed 
at  the  very  moderate  figure  of  3s.  each.  Mr.  Marston 
will  be  glad  to  receive  applications  from  anglers  who 
will  like  to  be  present,  accompanied  by  postal-orders 
for  the  amount,  and  these  should  be  addressed  not  later 
tnan  Monday,  Aug.  7,  to  him  at  St.  Dun.stan’s  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  E.C.  Mr.  Marston’s  own  paper, 
the  Fishimj  Gazette,  will  appear  on  Aug.  12  (its  851st 
issue),  as  a special  tercentenary  number,  profusely  illus- 
trated with  illustrations  in  black  and  white,  many  of 
them  specially  relating  to  Walton  and  the  “ Compleat 
Angler.”  A sumptuous  edition  of  this  work,  edited  by 
Mr.  Harting,  will  also  be  published  during  the  season, 
and  this  will  be  the  first  considerable  attempt  to  edit  the 
immortal  classic  from  the  naturalist’s  point  of  view  — 
Field. 
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OUR  WALTON  SUMMER  NUMBER. 

OuK  present  number  will  speak  for  itself.  We 
are  giving  a large  amount  of  additional  matter 
at  no  increase  in  the  price  of  the  paper.  We 
would  ask  all  the  friends  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
— and  we  know  they  number  many  thousands,  for 
our  circulation  is  steadily  increasing — to  help  us 
to  still  further  improve  it  by  recommending  the 
paper  to  angling  friends,  and  recommending 
hotel  and  fishery  proprietors  and  others  to  make 
use  of  our  advertising  columns. 


THE  LUNCH  AT  BROXBOURNE. 

Thanks  to  the  able  presidency  of  Mr.  Senior, 
this  informal  little  affair  went  off  very  pleasantly. 
We  give  some  account  of  it  elsewhere. 

We  have  to  thank  Mr.  T.  J.  Mann,  of  the  Fly- 
Fishers’  Club,  for  kindly  lending  what  we 
imagine  is  a unique  specimen  of  an  Izaak  Walton 
silk  handkerchief,  which  was  published  some  150 
years  ago.  It  is  covered  with  pietures  of  fishing 
scenes,  and  rules  and  information  for  anglers.  1 c 
has  been  in  Mr.  Mann’s  family  more  than  a 
hundred  years. 


AUTUMN  ANGLING  IN  SCfri’EANI), 
AND  WHERE  'IT)  GET  IT. 


By  W.  MuKDorii. 


Sai.mon  and  sea-trout  angling,  jiursued  in  the 
coo),  crisp  days  of  the  autumn  on  river  and 
stream,  is  at  once  the  most  delightful  of  pas- 
times and  the  most  bracing  of  recreations. 
I rue,  of  the  very  choicest  quality  it  is  not  in 
these  day.s  to  be  had  by  many  of  such  as  I 
designate  tourist  anglers,  on  account  of  the  now 
vast  and  still  evcr-increasing  number  of  leisured 
and  wealthy  patrons  of  the  angle,  to  whom  neither 
time  nor  money  is  any  consideration,  and  who 
by  taking  up  the  fishing  at  the  jiriee  asked,  or 
giving  a Jarger  sum  than  its  ])resent  day  market 
value  in  order  to  make  certain  of  securing  it, 
have  jnit  the  cream  of  sport  on  all  save  a few 
waters  utterly  outside  the  reach  of  those  of 
moderate  means  who  can  afford  but  a short 
outing  annually.  It  is  most  tantalising,  t:on- 
sideriiig  the  capabilities  of  our  rivers,  that  better 
sport  at  a moderate  figure  cannot  be  obtained  by 
a far  greater  number.  No  question  about  it,  our 
fisheries  are  sadly  neglected  and  mismanaged, 
are  allowed  to  be  used  by  the  netter  and  obstruc- 
tionist just  as  they  like,  for  their  own  imme- 
diate and  personal  gain,  but  without  question  to 
their  great  loss  eventually.  So  productive, 
indeed,  are  the  fisheries  naturally,  that  were 
they  properly  managed,  a complete  revolution  of 
their  slate  for  the  better  would  speedily  come 
about;  more  fishing  would  be  had  for  all,  and, 
in  keeping  with  the  law  of  supply  and  demand, 
less  prohibitive  prices  would  rule  in  the  market. 
But  alas,  to  all  those  cognisant  of  the  facts,  the 
prospects  at  ])resent  loom  darker  than  ever — 
there  is  not  one  streak  of  a brighter  day  in  the 
whole  horizon  of  salmon  fishery  affairs.  Most 
anglers  only  but  half  realise  such  deplorable 
facts,  hence  when  they  visit  fishei'ies  where  they 
meet  with  disappointment  they  invariably  put 
the  “ saddle  on  the  wrong  horse.”  This,  perhaps, 
they  are  not  altogether  to  bo  blamed  for,  since 
many  of  them  are  utter  strangers  who  arrive  w ith 
very  high  expectations  of  sport. 

Following  up  these  preliminary  remarks,  I 
caution  at  the  outset  all  and  suntlry  who  would 
venture  far  afield  to  fish  new  or  strange  waters, 
not  to  pitch  their  expectations  too  high  in  case  of 
disappointment,  but  rather  to  make  up  their 
minds  to  bo  satisfied  with  moderate  doings,  as 
then  should  sport  prove  poor  they  will  not  be 
disappointed,  and  it  it  prove  good  they  will  reap 
conteiitmenf.  Perhaps  ? 

The  two  autumn  months  cf  September  and 
October  witness  the  great  run  into  our  latest  and 
long-seasoned  rivers  of  the  true  back-end  mi- 
gratory Salmonidve  which,  on  coming  up  fresh 
straigat  in  from  the  open  sea  are  beautiiul,  bright, 
gamesome  fishes,  in  every  way  fit  to  be  angled 
for,  and  to  alforcl  fitting  sport  to  the  most  exact- 
ing for  exciting  play. 

The  rivers  and  streams  of  Scotland— the  only 
ones  of  the  whole  lot— that  have  this  late  or  back- 
end true  seasonal  migration  of  the  Salmonuhe  in 
great  strength  are  those,  from  the  Tweed  in  the 
south  to  the  Ness  in  the  north,  that  run  into  the 
German  Ocean  ; the  more  soutlierly  of  the  Argyll 
and  Islands  waters;  and  all  those  of  Ayrshire 
and  the  Solway.  This  statement,  I would  have 
anglers  very  distinctly  and  pointedly  to  take  note 
of,  in  order  that  they  may  not  be  misled  or 
arrive  at  wrong  conclusions  from  their  experience 
of  other  rivers,  outside  the  true  autumn  migra- 
tion district’s  bounds,  everyone  of  which  has 
rarely  anything  save  delayed,  back-lying,  brown, 
much-out-of-coudition  fish  of  the  summer  migra- 
tion ascending  m the  autumn  w'ith  the  freshets 
and  floods. 

At  any  rate,  before  the  beginning  of  October 
tbe  moie  inland  fisheries  mentioned  in  this  paper, 
from  having  but  few  salmon  forward  in  them, 
affoid  very  little  back-end  angling.  As  a rule, 
therefore,  the  later  over  that  the  angler  can  leave 
his  visit  to  such  fisheries,  the  greater  his  chances 
should  prove  of  obtaining  the  best  sport.  This 
remark  refers  exclusively  to  salmon  angling ; 
angling  for  finnock  or  sea-trout  being  of  no  use 
whatever  in  the  back-end  on  far  inland  fisheries. 
Beats  or  fishings  near  the  sea  of  long-run  rivers 
fish  best  on  the  whole  at  all  times  of  the  back- 
end when  the  water  is  nothing  higher,  is  indeed 


lower,  than  average  autumn  volume,  for  the 
reason  that  a smallish  water  remaining  steady 
does  not  unsettle  the  fish  and  keep  them  on  the 
run— working  steadily  forward  to  the  higher 
reaches,  in  which  they  eventually  settle  down, 
until  the  time  arrives  for  their  taking  to  the 
” redds  ” in  the  vicinity.  Hut  of  course,  as  is,  or 
ought  to  be,  known,  they  are  not  all  of  one  mind, 
and  accordingly  do  not  all  imsh  cijually  fast  and’ 
far  up.  In  the  longer  run  rivers  they  push  very 
far  inland,  and  disperse  over  a vast  length  of 
water.  In  the  rivers  with  short  courses  they 
both  rest  and  take  better  shortly  after  leaving 
the  tideway.  But  on  Spey  and  Tay — the  two 
lai-gest  Scotch  rivers — their  propensity  to  rest 
and  fake  .splendidly  in  the  pools  and  casts 
immediately  outside  tidal  influence  has  to  bo 
remarked  as  distinctly  exceptional.  As  a rule, 
the  stronger  swimming  oi'  less  encumbered  fish — 
such  as  leave  the  sea  earliest — are  those,  there  is 
reason  to  believe,  that  in  greatest  numbers 
longest  continue  their  ]ourneying,  and  reach  the 
highest  up  waters  to  which  the  “ back-enders”  in 
good  numbers  ascend.  They  do  not  rush  through 
like  those  that  are  late  or  delayed  in  arriving, 
but  take  it  by  easy  stages,  resting  more  or  less, 
and  thus  affording  the  anglers  on  the  middle  and 
fairly  upper  stretches  the  chances  that  make  up, 
until  the  last  week  or  two  of  it,  their  back-end 
season. 

Aaturally  the  back-end  migration  is  not  of 
short  duration,  since  the  whole  of  September  and 
October  is  the  time  for  it — and  it  continues  .a 
good  deal  longer  in  some  rivers— but  its  steadi- 
ness or  variableness  all  depends  on  the  state  of 
the  water.  With  the  volume  ample  in  the  rivers, 
fish,  the  whole  season  throughout  from  the  time 
the  migration  begins,  leave  the  sea  and  push  in- 
land, and,  having  once  got  past  the  barriers 
(where  such  exist)  and  made  further  fair  dis- 
tance headway,  their  inclination  is,  when  restino- 
somewhere  or  other,  to  come  at  fly,  worm,  prawip 
or  spinning  bait,  i)robably  at  least  once  in  every 
twenty- four  hours. 

Provided  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  free- 
])uslnng  forward  of  the  fish— no  obstacles, 
natural  or  artificial— it  will  bo  found  that  those 
sections  of  the  larger  rivers  from  seven  to 
twentj-fiveor  thirty  miles  inland  have  the  longest 
season  of  good  angling  in  respect  of  their  indi- 
vidual merit.  Quite  unlike  near  the  sea  reaches 
they  are  at  “ resting”  distance  inland,  and  so  all 
the  fish  that  get  the  distance  take  in  them  longer 
or  shorter  rests.  Practically,  when  passing 
through  or  coming  to  remain  in  them,  they  have 
a visit  from  the  whole  of  tbe  season’s  fish  except 
a few — that  few  those  pxrticularly  brood  or  very 
late-ascending  fish  that  make  themselves  at  home 
in  the  lower  waters,  where  after  a while  they  get 
on  to  the  spawning  grounds.  Reaches  still 
higher  up  give  their  very  best  fishing  towards  the 
close  of  the  season — say,  from  October  10th  or 
l’2th  onward — and  the  angler’s  chances  ought  to 
be  enhanced  should  spates  to  draw  and  keep  the 
fish  moving  up  have  been  frequent  beforehand. 
The  inclination  of  a great  many  fish  is  to  no- 
where finally  settle  down  till  they  have  got  from 
forty  to  fifty  miles  inland.  They  take  a week,  a 
fortnight,  or  perhaps  even  longer,  to  run  up  in 
September,  when  usually  the  waters  are  but. 
small  in  volume  ; but  in  October,  with  a good 
volume  and  a head  wind — especially  about  the 
middle  of  the  month — many  perform  the  long 
journey  in  a couple  or  three  days,  as  is  proved 
beyond  a doubt  by  the  unimpaired  silvery  sheen 
of  those  frequently  caught  at  that  time.  'This, 
then,  explains  what  I stated  at  the  outset,  that 
the  angler  would  do  well  to  defer  his  visit  to  the 
more  inland  or  upper  waters  till  pretty  near  to 
the  close  of  the  season  (October  31st),  wheo,  in 
the  event  of  conditions  being  propitious,  the  best 
of  the  late-season  sport  which  these  waters  admit 
of  is  certain  to  be  had. 

The  North  and  South  Esks  in  Forfarshire  are 
sad  monuments  to  the  fact  that  the  Kcotch 
Fishery  Board  and  their  ornate  officials  are  not 
just  high  pressure  reformerson  modern  princi[)les. 
Both  those  rivers  are  terribly  racked  and  ob- 
structed, and,  save  during  the  two  brief  months 
of  the  back-end,  are  wholly  given  over  to  the  in- 
veterate netter.  Both,  notwithstanding,  still 
continue  to  have  a strong  seasonal  migration  of 
beautiful  bright-coloured,  true  autumn  time 
fish.  The  North  Esk  is  undoubtedly  the  superior 
of  the  two  fer  salmon  angling,  and  fishing  on  a 
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good  seaward  stretch  of  it  may  be  had  by  arrange- 
ment with  Messrs.  James  Johnston  and  Sons, 
fish  merchants,  Montrose.  The  prawn  is  said  to 
do  a lot  of  damage  on  this — the  Charleston  sec- 
tion— the  most  seaward  angling  stretch, but  a good 
little  bit  of  salmon  water  in  the  back-end,  contain- 
ing the  Knab  and  Flat  casts.  The  Messrs.  John- 
ston are  also  the  lessees  of  a great  part  of  the 
best  water  of  the  South  Esk  for  finnock  and  sea- 
trout.  In  the  autumn  many  of  the  sea,-trout  of 
the  North  Esk  are  “ whoppers,”  indicating  com- 
plete maturity,  while  those  of  the  South  Esk,  on 
the  other  hand,  are  more  largely  adolescents  or 
grilse  sea-trout,  but  they  run,  nevertheless,  a 
better  average  weight  than  the  finnock,  whitling, 
or  herling  generally  found  in  Scotch  waters 
in  ihe  back-end.  On  all  the  Johnstons 
waters  in  the  neighboui’hood  of  Montrose  a 
salmon  ticket  carries  with  it  the  right  to  angle  for 
finnock  and  sea-trout.  Mr.  David  Murray  is  the 
great  tly  and  tackle  artificer  for  the  Esks,  the 
West  Water,  the  Bervie,  &c.,  and  from  him  all 
suitable  geai’  can  be  obtained  at  his  place  in  the 
cathedral  town  of  Brechin.  Further,  Mr.  M.  has 
all  the  up-to-date  information  and  latest  tips 
about  the  fishings  from  the  I’ay  in  Perthshire, 
north  to  the  Carrou  and  Cowie  in  Kincardineshire, 
and,  according!}’,  is  frequently  able  to  put  anglers 
in  the  way  of  something  really  good.  At  Edzell, 
that  I'omantic  and  picturesejue  health  and  pleasure 
resort  on  the  North  Esk  or  North  Water,  there 
is  a fine  stretch  of  river  rented  by  the  enter- 
prising “ Keith,”  or  Mr.  Keith  Knowles,  of  the 
Panmure  Arms  Hotel,  whereon  the  hotel  guests, 
piscatorially  inclined,  have  the  privilege  of  fishing 
free  of  charge.  This  is  about  twelve  miles  from 
the  sea  by  the  run  of  the  w’ater,  and  so  a sufficient 
distance  inland  for  the  fish  resting  well,  apart 
from  the  consideration  of  dykes  and  other  ob- 
structions blocking  their  way.  If  spates  occur 
before  the  middle  of  September  to  encourage 
the  fish  up  and  afford  them  running  facilities 
this  fishery  is  never  without  them  in  plenty  dnidng 
the  rest  of  the  fishing  season.  But  the  chances 
on  it  are  always  incom|)rrably  best  when  the  fish 
are  fresh  arrivals.  Those  that  have  been  long  up 
are  found  very  dour  as  a rule.  The  fishing  is  all 
from  the  left  bank  of  the  river  throughout  the  en- 
tire length  of  the  fishery,  which  extends  to  about  a 
mile  an”d  a half.  There  is  a full  quarter-mile 
stretch  called  the  “ Dead  Water,”  splendid  for 
holding  fish,  which  fishes  capitally  with  gudgeon 
or  phantom  when  the  water  runs  pretty  high.  In 
the  evening,  about  dusk,  for  three-quarters  of  an 
hour  the  lures  named  are  most  fatal  in  the  slow- 
paced water  at  the  tail  ends  of  streams  into  which 
the  fish  drop  back  with  the  fading  of  daylight. 
The  casts  in  their  order  down  stream  are  Lyn- 
Martin,  the  Dead  Water,  the  Sneck,  the  Mill- 
stream,  the  Bulwark,  the  Lang  Stream,  and  the 
Arn  Pool.  A good  deal  of  wading— in  some  cases 
deep  and  rather  precarious — is  necessary  before 
the  best  results  it  is  possible  to  obtain  can  be 
obtained.  In  connection  with  the  hotel  there  is 
shooting,  which  those  inclined  that  way  can 
avail  themselves  of  when  the  angling  is  not 
encouraging. 

On  the  West  Water,  one  of  the  North  Esks 
tributaries,  which  is  no  great  distance  away,  a 
grilse  or  a few  seii-trout  may  be  got  any  day 
between  the  present  time  and  the  end  of  the 
season  when  the  water  is  biggish.  In  the  back- 
end the  fish  of  smaller  size  show  a marked  dis- 
position for  pushing  up  this  feeder  in  preference 
to  holding  on  along  the  main  stream. 

North  of  the  Esks  at  Montrose,  some  eight  or 
nine  miles,  the  angler  will  find  the  Bervie  water, 
whereon  by  using  worm,  spinner,  fly,  or  ” terror, 
just  as  suits  the  water’s  colour,  a good  take  of 
large  sea-trout  and  whitling  together  may  be 
obtained  during  the  time  between  the  height  and 
the  finish  off  of  a big  spate. 

Farther  north  and  close  by  Stonehaven,  the 
county  town  of  Kincardine,  are  the  two  small 
streams,  (Jowie  and  Carron,  which  occasionally 
yield  fairish  baskets  of  small  sea-trout  to  worrners 
m the  running  out  waters.  A run  by  rail  of 
sixteen  or  seventeen  miles  still  farther  north 
takes  the  angler  into  Abei’deen,  on  entering 
which  he  crosses  the  Deo. 

The  whole  of  the  Dee's  tideway  of  chief 
account,  as  also  the  lower  non-tidal  reaches  of 
the  liver  iqi  to  a point  about  iour-and-a-halt 
miles  from  the  sea,  arc  let  on  the  ticket  system  to 
anglers  at  triiliiig  sums  varying  from  Is.  to  hi 


for  the  entire  year’s  fishing,  but  in  most  cases 
day  and  other  short  period  tickets  can  quite 
readily  be  procured.  The  Heathcot  Hydropathic 
water,  the  farthest  inland,  the  most  extensive 
and  the  best  stretch  of  the  lot  for  salmon  and 
gj.jlse — and  often  remarkably  good  in  September 
for  finnock — is  preserved  exclusively  for  visitors 
at  the  establishment,  who  pay  a small  sum  to  the 
doctor  for  the  privilege.  It  contains  some  halt- 
dozen  nice  salmon  runs  and  pools,  including  the 
New  Cut,  the  Ardoe  pool,  the  Bridge  stream  and 
pool,  and  the  Kirk  pot.  Half  way  down  this 
fishery,  but  from  the  opposite  bank,  is  fished  by 
all  and  sundry  without  question  the  celebrated 
Cults  salmon  pool— just  above  the  Shakkin 
Bri^crie.  Every  autumn  this  catch  which  is 
little  use  from  the  Heathcot  side,  but  which  by 
crossing  the  bridge  the  Heathcot  anglers  can  get 
at  without  five  minutes’  loss  of  time— yields  a 
large  number  of  salmon  and  grilse  in  the  back 
end,  and  conjoined  with  Heathcot  helps  to  make 
up  a splendid  fishery.  More  seaward  than  this 
there  are  several  even  better  bits  of  finnock 
water — at  any  rate  previous  to  the  beginning  of 
October — to  be  found  in  the  reaches  of  InchgaHh, 
Banchory  Devenick,  Garthdee,  Ac.  A middling 
low  state  of  water  proves  the  best,  or  rather  is 
most  in  favour  of  the  angler  in  search  of  salmon 
and  grilse  on  these  several  fisheries  during  the 
back  end.  Fly  kills  when  the  fish,  quite  fresh 
run  up,  are  resting  in  the  casts,  but  on  the  whole 
in  the  suiting  plies  of  water,  the  prawn  and  the 
natural  and  "artificial  spinning  baits  prove  more 
deadly.  The  last  fortnight  of  the  back  end— 
from  the  16th  October — is  not  on  the  whole  so 
good  a time  as  the  earlier  portion  for  the?e  lower 
Dee  fishings,  more  especially,  if  previously  there 
has  been  a long  continuance  of  low  water,  because 
whenever  the  river  gets  flooded  the  fish  rush  in 
from  the  sea  and  push  through  at  a great  pace 
ou  their  way  to  the  upper  waters,  seldom  making 
any  stay  till  they  are  many  miles  inland. 

At  Ballater,  well  up  Deeside,  there  is  one  of 
those  “ more  inland  ” fisheries,  wliich,  as  I have 
indicated,  can  be  depended  on  as  a rule  to  give 
its  best  fishing  towards  the  close  of  the  season. 
It  is  the  Invercauld  Arms  Hotel  fishery,  whereon 
of  recent  years  very  fine  late  back-end  salmon 
angling  has  been  had.  The  whole  extent  of  water 
is  Tittle  under  seven  miles,  and,  carrying  three 
rods,  it  is  divided  into  three  beats,  each  of  which 
is  fished  with  a fresh  rod  daily.  Generally  the 
lower  beat  is  much  the  best  one  in  the  back-end. 
In  spring  only  fiy-fishing  is  allowed ; but  in 
autumn  there  is  no  stop  to  the  using  of  any  lawful 
lure.  The  autumn  salmon — of  which  I have  seen 
five  killed  in  one  day  on  the  lower  beat  alone- 
average  from  161b.  to  171b.,  and  after  the  middle 
of  October,  when,  with  good  round  waters,  they 
travel  fast,  resting  but  seldom  on  the  way.  many 
of  them  arrive  quite  bright-coloured.  Not  for 
four  seasons  in  succession  prior  to  the  present  one 
has  the  last  fortnight  of  the  fishing  been  poor. 
Fly  works,  and  worm,  when  conditions  suit,  some- 
times does  moderately  well,  but  spinning  is  with- 
out doubt  the  deadly  method  of  effecting  captures. 
Those  who  are  adepts  at  slow  spinning  with 
phantom  or  gudgeon  might  do  worse  than  look 
after  this  fishery. 

Space  is  not  available  on  the  present  occasmn 
for  further  such  detail  concerning  the  fisheries, 
therefore  I must  needs  be  content  to  simply 
mention  the  fact  that  on  other  rivers  than  those 
mentioned,  there  are,  that  I am  aware  of,  the 
following  hotel,  ticket,  permit,  and  free  fishing 
waters,  whereon,  for  true  autumn-run  fish 
salmon  or  sea-trout,  or  lioth  as  the  ca.se  may  be 
— the  tourist  angle  may  exercise  his  cunning 
with  such  results  as  I hope  may  not  be 
altogether  disapiiointing  : The  Nether  Don  fish- 
ings (ticket  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Andrew 
Alurray,  advocate,  Aberdeen);  the  Don  Grand- 
holme  fishings  (grand  salmon  water,  let  by  James 
Brown,  tish  merchant,  Aberdeen);  the  Leidlie- 
stone  Don  water  (tickets  from  Milne,  tackle 
maker,  Aberdeen) ; the  Kintore  Burgh  water  of 
the  Don  (ticket);  the  Ythan  tidal  fishing  from 
Tsewbur^h  Hotel;  Hord  AbGrclocn  s GxtGiisi\6 
Ythan  fishery  (permit)  ; the  Fgie  iishery  (ticket 
from  Mr.  Ainslie,  factor,  I’itfour,  by  Mintlaw)  ; 
the  Gruden,  and  Bronie.  and  Blackwater  sea-trout 
fisheries;  the  Duke  of  llichmond's  many  miles  ol 
Deveron  fishery  (free  to  anglers) ; the  Craigel- 
lachio  Hotel  waters  of  the  Kpey  ; the  Castle  Grant 
fishery  attached  to  the  Grant  Arm-  at  (n  autown  ; 
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the  Findhorn,  Forres  (ticket)  fishings;  the  Nairn 
(permits);  and  the  Ness  free  fishings._  Then, 
farther  south  are  the  Orr;  the  free  fishings  on 
Tay  near  Perth ; the  Earn  at  Crieff  (ticket) 
water;  the  Forth  (ticket)  water  at  Stirling;  the 
fi’ee  water  of  Teviot;  the  Traquhair  Hotel,  Inner- 
leithen, Tweed  fishings  ; the  Annan  and  the  Esks 
of  the  Solway  ticket  fishings  and/ree  permits; 
and  the  Awe  at  Taynuilt  hotel  fishery. 


THE  BALLOON  SOCIETY  AND  THE 
WALTON  TERCENTENARY. 


Mil.  T.  CtuJMPLEN,  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  on 
Friday  evening,  August  4,  delivered  an  address 
on  ‘'The  Life  and  Times  of  Izaak  Walton,” 
before  the  members  of  the  Balloon  Society,  at 
St.  James’s  Hall.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Dr.  J. 
Startin.  Mr.  Crnmplen,  who  was  loudly  cheered, 
said  they  were  there  to  commemorate  the  800th 
anniversary  of  W^alton’s  birth,  an  event  which  was 
being  celebrated  by  anglers  all  over  the  English- 
speaking  portion  of  the  globe.  Walton  Avas  born 
at  Stafford  on  August  9, 1593.  Little  was  known 
of  his  parents,  but  they  were  believed  to  have 
been  in  humble  circumstances,  and  both  probably 
died  when  he  was  very  young.  The  first  heird 
definitely  of  W^alton  was  that  he  kept  a small 
shop  as  a linen-draper  in  the  old  Royal  Exchange, 
whence  he  afterwards  removed  to  Fleet-street, 
and  later  on  to  Chancery-lane.  Here  he  was 
known  as  the  author  of  several  biographies,  but 
his  name  was  indissolubly  connected  with  the 
publication  of  the  “ Compleat  Angler  ”— a work 
which  had  done  more  for  fish  and  fishing  than 
any  book,  and  had  thrown  a halo  round  the  art 
of  angling  that  would  last  to  the  end  of  time. 
The  ’■  Compleat  Angler  ” was  published  in  the 
very  year  when  Cromwell  was  declared  Lord 
Protector,  and  all  through  the  then  troublous 
times,  Walton,  who  was  a devout  Churchman 
and  loyalist,  found  his  chief  recreation  in  fishing 
in  the  Lea  and  other  streams,  and  never  mixed 
in  political  strife.  He  was  tolerant  in  an  age  of 
intolerance,  and  among  his  friends  were  men  of 
rival  creeds.  Walton’s  instructions  as  to  how  to 
angle  were  almost  as  useful  as  when  first  written, 
but  the  Lea  fish,  in  particular,  had  undergone 
such  a course  of  education  since  Walton  wrote 
about  them  that  they  were  far  more  difficult  to 
catch  than  formerly.  Having  given  some  in- 
teresting details  of  Walton’s  life,  Mr.  Crumplen 
repudiated  the  idea  that  the  initials  I.  W. 
scratched  on  the  tomb  of  Casanbon,  in  West- 
minster Abbey,  were  those  of  the  Father  of 
Anglers.  Walton  was  buried  in  Winchester 
Cathedral,  and  had  been  called  the  uncanonised 
saint  of  anglers.  The  address  was  interspersed 
with  some  songs,  one  written  by  Mr.  Crumplen, 
and  another  being  Walton’s  song,  “ Man  s life  is 
but  vain.”  The  latter  was  sung  to  Lawe’s 
original  music  by  Mr.  C.  J.  Winter,  Miss 
Crumnlen  accompanying  on  the  pianoforte.  A 
large  and  appreciative  audience  assembled  to  hear 
Mr.  Crumplen  (“Old  Izaak”),  who  is  so  well 
known  in  the  angling  world,  and  who  is  always 
first  and  foremost  to  promote  the  welfare  of  his 
brothers  in  the  gentle  art.  Amongst  those 
present  were  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs  (a  host  in  himself), 
Mr.  Lefevre,  Mr.  Harting,  F.L.S.,  Mr.  Harding, 
Dr.  Cowen,  Major  Leslie,  Capt.  Wilson,  FH’.  and 
Mrs.  S.  G.  Warner,  and  many  other  notabilities. 

Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs  proposed  a resolution,  which 
was  seconded  by  Mr.  Richardson  (Kingston-on- 
Thames),  to  the  following  effect : 

“ That  the  public  should  have  the  free  right  of 
fishing  with  rod  and  line  in  all  navigable  streams 
and  rivers  where  a right  of  ivay  exists,  subject 
to  such  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  for  their 
due  protection  and  preservation.” 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously,  and 
Mr.  Sachs  was  warmly’  applauded  for  his  psr' 
sistent  and  tloquent  advocacy  of  “ anglers’  I’ig^its.’ 
j\lr.  Lefevre  very  humorously  replied  to  Mr. 
Crumplen’s  lecture,  setting  forth  “ the  other  side  ” 
of  the  question.  Mr.  Harting  (of  the  Linniean 
Society),  who  is  about  to  publish  another  edition 
of  “ Izaak  Walton,”  made  some  very  learned  re- 
marks, and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Harding,  »tc. 

At  the  close  hearty  votes  of  thanks  were 
accorded  to  Mr.  Crumplen  for  his  scholarly  and 
entertaining  lecture;  to  Mr.  Winter  and  Miss 
Cruinplen,  for  the  part  they  took  in  making  the 
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evening  pass  so  pleasantly  ; and  to  Dr.  Startin, 
for  presiding. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Balloon  Society,  a bancjuet  was  held  in  St. 
James’s  Hall,  to  commemorate  the  Tercentenary 
of  Iziak  Walton,  and  over  which  Mr.  W.  ft.  Le 
Fevre  presided.  ’I’he  society  had  a splendid 
spread,  thanks  to  Messrs.  Boberts,  not  perhaps 
quite  in  keeping  with  the  honest  ale-house  of 
Walton’s  time,  but  to  which  his  disciples  did 
ample  justice.  There  was  an  excellent  band,  and 
Mr.  Winter  discoursed  some  appropriate  angling 
pongs.  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs.  T.  D.  Bellamy,  S.  C. 
Haiding,  C.  H.  O’Dowd,  Capt.  Wilson,  and  a large 
number  of  angling  and  literary  notabilities  were 
among  the  company. 


^cotcf)  ITofcs. 

By  Mac. 

A MATTER  of  no  Small  moment,  which  ought  at 
the  very  earliest  to  be  incjuired  into  by  the 
Fishery  Board,  has  for  some  time  past  been  exer- 
cising the  minds  of  the  anglers  and  netters  of 
the  nether  reaches  of  the  Dee  about  Aberdeen. 
This  is  the  considerable  mortality  that  has  taken 
place  amongst  the  Sahnonidce,  and  which,  as  yet, 
by  no  means  seems  to  be  at  an  end.  What  has 
brought  it  about  is  not  definitely  known,  but 
there  are  strong  suspicions  that  it  is  duo  to 
poisoning.  Most  of  the  numbers  of  dead  fish, 
sea-trout  and  finnock,  have  been  got  in  the  tide- 
way, and  this  fact  ought  to  assist  in  making  the 
cause  of  the  destruction  more  easily  discovered. 
Personally  I have  seen  some  of  the  adolescent 
sea-trout  dead,  and  in  a dying  state;  and  not 
long  since  1 picked  out  of  the  river  a dead  salmon 
which,  to  judge  from  its  beautiful  bright  colour, 
I should  say  had  left  the  sea  only  but  a few  days 
before.  I cannot  think  that  the  present  morta- 
lity is  due  to  lead  poisoning,  but  I incline  to  the 
belief  that  poisoning  of  some  sort  must  account 
for  it  since  none  of  the  dead  fish  bear  any  marks 
of  hurt  outwardly.  

Albeit  the  water  had  freshened,  and  was  in 
many  cases  a fine  size  and  delightful  colour, 
successful  angling  for  salmon  and  grilse  last 
week  was  sadly  out  of  evidence  on  the  rivers  of 
the  Scottish  mainland.  Scarcely  one  of  the 
hundred  odd  rivers  fished  well,  or  up  to  the 
usual  for  the  closing  days  of  July  and  the  open- 
ing days  of  August ; and  the  best  of  the  sport, 
such  as  it  was,  was  entirely  confined  to  the  “ far 
northers  ” and  “ west  coasters.” 


In  all  save  the  very  latest  districts,  the  brown 
trout  angling  on  the  lochs  of  the  Highlands  is 
now  getting  rather  stale.  The  trout  have  gone  a 
good  deal  off  the  take,  whilst  for  the  pot  they 
have  begun  to  deteriorate.  On  the  severely 
flogged  lochs,  where  they  have  been  practically 
thrashed  down,  they  may  now  bo  taken  more 
readily  by  the  unsportsmanlike  method  of  trail- 
ing a long  limjle  of  line  and  half  a dozen  sunk 
flies  behind  the  boat,  than  by  any  other  means. 

Lochleven  angling  is  again  looking  up,  but  as 
yet  it  has  not  been  specially  grand  to  many  this 
month. 


Some  nice  salmon  and  grilse  are  being  got 
by  the  rod  on  the  Shin,  but  the  best  of  the 
season  for  this  typical  Highland  river  is  now 
quite  past.  

The  salmon  angling  season  on  the  Orchy,  at 
Dalmally,  in  consequence  of  the  severe  drought, 
has  been  rather  disappointing  this  year,  but  since 
the  big  plashes  of  rain  came  about,  the  rods  on 
the  Inveroran  stretch,  higher  up,  have  scored 
pretty  well.  


Sport  on  the  Naver,  in  Sutherland,  has  picked 
up  a good  bit  of  late. 


Bar  a “ drappit  ” grilse  or  two,  scarcely  a fish 
of  presentable  appearance  has  been  caught  on 
Spey  or  Dee  for  several  weeks  past.  Nor  can 
this  poverty  of  sport  be  uttributed  to  want  of 
water.  Several  times,  as  the  result  of  “ fills,” 
the  angling  ply  of  the  water  appeared  fair 


enough,  but  yet  the  fish  could  not  be  got  to 
negotiate.  

Uhactk  ALLY  no  salmon  or  grilse  have  been  got 
by  anglers  on  Findhorn,  Deveron,  Ythan,  North 
Esk,  and  South  Esk  during  this  present  summer, 
and  Tweed,  Tay,  and  Teith  follow  hard  up  in 
trying  to  break  this  unenviable  record.  Such 
deplorable  facts  cannot  but  tend  to  Uie  sapping 
of  the  life  of  the  fisheries,  which  has  gone  on  so 
long,  demonstrating  more  forcibly  than  any  lan- 
guage could,  the  dominant  power  of  nettor  and 
obstructionist,  and  apathy  or  incapacity  on  the 
part  of  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board. 


August  and  September  are  unquestionably  the 
two  best  months  of  the  year  for  the  salmon  and 
grilse  angling  on  the  Ness.  The  Ness  Castle 
section,  which  is  the  most  productive  of  sport  to 
the  rod,  is  leased  by  Lord  Mount-Stephen,  who 
takes  up  his  I’esidence  at  Ness  Castle,  and  is  likely 
to  have  some  grand  sport  with  the  fish  during  his 
stay.  

The  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  and  parly 
have  arrived  at  Gordon  Castle,  Fochabers.  The 
feature  of  the  season  with  the  large  party  usually 
entertained  at  Gordon  Castle,  is  the  magnificent 
salmon  angling  on  his  Grace’s  many  miles  of  the 
Spey.  On  this  celebrated  fishery,  not  many 
years  ago,  between  ten  and  twelve  hundred  fish 
were  taken  by  the  rods  in  the  short  space  of  six 
weeks  or  so. 


There  is  a brisk  “ look  after  ” Adam’s  de- 
lightful estate  of  Eden  on  the  Deveron,  and 
most  likely  it  will  be  sold  to  some  keen  angler 
sportsman.  There  is  fishing  by  net  and  rod,  in 
exclusive  right,  on  the  water  of  the  estate, 
which  is  two  miles  in  length  on  the  right  bank, 
and  is  capital  for  early  yellow  trout  fishing,  as 
well  as  for  salmon  angling  in  the  back-end. 


The  splendid-yielding  Laxford  river  on  the 
west  coast  of  Sutherland  has,  in  respect  of  its 
reputation,  been  yielding  pretty  well  to  the  rod 
ever  since  about  the  20th  of  July.  Occasionally 
some  of  the  rods  have  had  capital  takes  of  fish, 
averaging  from  81b.  to  121b.  It  would  seem 
that  the  Blue  Doctor  and  the  Silver  Doctor  have 
been  to  the  front  as  killers. 


I AM  pleased  to  hear  from  a friend  that  “ Loch 
Stack  during  the  past  few  weeks  has  creditably 
kept  up  its  reputation  for  sea-trout  angling, 
taking  into  account  the  unfavourable  fishing 
weather  experienced.  Even  on  the  worst  pos- 
sible sort  of  days  for  fishing,  which  were  of  fre- 
quent occurrence,  there  was  always  very  fair 
sport  to  be  had.  Baskets  going  up  to  twenty 
sea-trout  by  one  rod  in  a day  have  been  secured, 
and  it  is  many  years  since  the  average  weight 
of  the  fish  has  proved  so  good.  With  favour- 
able weather  better  sport  should  be  certain  for 
some  time  to  come.  The  Claret  and  Mallard, 
Zulu,  Golden  Wasp,  and  Jock  Scott,  and  Silver 
Doctor  of  small  sizes  have  been  the  best  killing 
flies  as  yet,  but  I can  vouch  for  a fly  of 
McLeay’s  being  a proper  nailer  in  the  evening. 
There  are  lots  of  big  fish  up  in  the  loch  now, 
but  they  have  not  yet  begun  to  take  well.” 


In  connection  with  the  free  fishings  in  North 
Uist,  I hear  that : Until  a fortnight  ago  all  the 

lochs  in  the  islands  were  abnormally  low,  and, 
although  fish  were  showing  in  considerable 
numbers  in  the  bays  and  pools,  they  could  not 
get  inland,  and  would  look  at  nothing  in  the  salt 
water.  All  along  the  Long  Island  anglers  got 
disgusted  with  the  state  of  matters  and  left,  but 
they  are  now  putting  in  an  appearance  again. 
Dining  the  last  few  days  of  July  there  were 
several  inches  of  rainfall,  but  the  lochs  were 
little  raised  in  consequence,  owing  to  the  ground 
being  so  parched.  August,  however,  came  in 
very  wet,  and  matters  are  now  greatly  changed  for 
the  better.  Sea-trout  are  in  very  considerable 
numbers  in  Loch-na-ciste  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood of  Lochmaddy.  A few  salmon  are  also 
in  this  loch,  but  they  are  shy.  In  the  sex  reach 
under  Loch-na-ciste  they  are  at  present  in  greater 
numbers  that  they  have  been  for  the  past  two 
years.  In  the  Girin  Mill,  Aravichruari,  and  Hori- 


sary  sea  pools,  sea-trout  are  lying  in  largo 
numbers,  and  anglers  who  would  not  mind  using 
the  sand-eel  would  he  sure  of  fine  baskets  when 
the  tides  suit.  Yesterday  two  gentlemen  had  some 
lovely  sea-trout  and  a grilse  of  51h.  from  Loch- 
na-ciste,  while  another  liad  241b.  of  brown  trout 
from  Lcch  Huna.” 

Devon,  Dulse-winger,  Tube,  Terror,  Creeper, 
and  Wriggler,  of  all  sizes  and  sorts,  come  in  well 
for  estuary  and  tidal  reaches  fishing  for  sea-trout 
and  finnock  after  this  time  of  the  year  mostly 
everywhere  in  Scotland. 


The  season  for  netting  in,  and  in  connection 
with,  nearly  all  the  more  important  and  large 
rivers  of  Scotland  except  the  Tweed,  and  the  Esks 
in  Forfarshire,  terminates  on  the  26th  curt.  On 
the  Earn  it  ends  eight  days  hence,  and  then,  when 
the  water  jumps,  the  big  fellows  will  head  up 
right  briskly.  

On  Loch  Rannoch,  one  of  the  largest,  wildest, 
and  grandest  lochs  of  the  Scottish  Highlands, 
the  trouting  still  keeps  up  wonderfully  well, 
despite  the  fact  that  the  season  is  so  far  run 
through.  


As  yet  a commencement  has  not  been  got  with 
the  angling  for  salmon  of  the  true  autumn 
migration  on  any  of  the  Scottish  rivers.  The 
real  ” swagger  ” ones  for  sport  of  this  sort  are 
mostly  on  the  east  coast  and  flow  into  the 
German  Ocean  on  the  coastline  between  Tweed  in 
the  south  and  Findhorn  in  the  north.  Usually 
the  Tay  and  the  Earn  are  the  rivers  whereon  the 
fun  commences  first,  the  Spey  following  hard  up, 
and  old  Tweed  coming  last  of  all. 


A GOOD  many  salmon  and  grilse  are  now  being 
got  by  anglers  on  Loch  Awe.  Last  week  one  of 
her  nainsels  had  three  grilse  to  her  nain  rod. 
Tat  wass  ferry  goot  inteet ! 


In  almost  every  locality  the  summer  angling 
in  Scotland  has  turned  out  very  disappointing 
on  the  whole  this  year.  Few,  indeed,  of  the 
great  many  anglers  who  from  year  to  year  rent 
fishings  or  go  to  hotels  for  fishing  for  the 
migratory  Halmonidss,  can  say  that  they  have 
met  with  sport  at  all  up  to  their  expectations. 
Some,  perhaps,  pitch  their  expectations  too  high, 
but  in  any  case  the  fishing  for  salmon  and  grilse 
on  the  true  summer-season  rivers  has,  taking  it 
all  over  and  all  throughout,  been  far  from  good. 


Very  soon  now,  should  the  weather  continue 
wet  and  bl'ujferty,  the  sea-trout  angling  season 
in  the  Shetland  Isles  will  be  commencing. 

The  “ crop  ” of  sea-trout  in  Scotch  waters  all 
round,  and  throughout  the  season,  has  this  year 
been  a good  one ; but  that  of  grilse,  on  the 
other  hand,  has  proved  poor  almost  beyond 
record. 


Loch  Brora’s  season  for  tea-trout  angling  has 
commenced.  The  time  when  sport  is  best  most 
years  on  this  charming  loch  is  between  the  middle 
of  August  and  the  end  of  September. 


The  sea-trout  angling  on  the  Kyle  of  Tongue, 
if  not  brilliant,  has  at  least  been  steadily  good  for 
some  time  past.  The  fish,  too,  have  been  of  good 
size,  averaging  almost  21b. 

There  were  not,  that  I have  heard  of,  any 
salmon  of  very  noteworthy  size  caught  by  the 
nets  last  week  in  the  sea  or  river  fisheries  of 
Scotland,  but  at  most  of  the  east  coast  fishings  a 
good  number  of  fish  of  weights  between  301b.  and 
401b.  were  got.  

Since  last  week  the  largest  specimens  of  the 
Sahno ferox  reported  tome  fromt.he  Scotch  lochs 
are:  Loch  Gama,  on’',  Ijlb. ; Loch  Shin,  one, 
ojlb. ; Loch  Gorm,  one,  51b. ; and  Loch  Ericht, 
one,  61b.  

The  Kyle  of  Durness  gave  about  ten  fish  to  the 
rod  in  the  day  last  week,  the  average  weight 
being  about  lib.  the  fish.  ’I'he  lochs  of  the  dis- 
trict were  fishing  well,  and  sea-trout  were  entering 
th?  Kyle  in  very  gicat  numbers. 
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THE  TERCENTENAKY  OF  IZAAK 
WAL'I’ON. 

CELEBRATION  AT  BROX BOURNE. 


There  have  been  tnany  gatherings  of  anglers 
on  the  banks  of  the  liea,  but  none  to  which  more 
interest  attached  than  that  which  took  place  at 
Brosbourne  on  Wednesday,  the  occasion  being 
1 he  celebration  of  the  oOOth  anniversary  of  the 
birth  of  Izaak  Walton,  which  took  place  on 
Wednesday,  Aug.  !>.  1593,  at  Stafford.  Some 
time  ago  it  was  thought  that  that  town  would 
commemorate,  in  some  festive  manner,  the  tei- 
centenary  of  the  immortal  angler,  but  unfortu- 
nately the  project  could  not  lie  carried  out,  and 
it  was  left  for  the  London  anglers  to  honour  the 
man  who  had  once  lived  in  Fleet-street,  who  had 
loved  lo  fish  the  Lea  so  well,  and  who  by  his 
delightful  writings,  had  so  charmed  his  disciples  of 
the  present  day.  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  took  the 
matter  in  hand,  and  as  a result  a representative 
gathering  of  anglers  resorted  to  Broxbourne  on 
Wednesday,  where  a very  pleasant  day  was  passed. 
In  the  afternoon  a luncheon  was  held  in  the 
grounds  of  the  Crown  Hotel,  and  after  appro- 
priate speeches  and  some  e(|iially  appropriate 
music,  the  company,  which  numbered  between 
fifty  and  sixty,  and  which  was  graced  by  the 
jiresence  of  several  ladies,  adjourned  to  a large 
meadow,  where  a number  ot  anglers  gave  an 
exhibition  of  their  skill  in  fly  and  bait  casting. 
Not  a least  interesting  feature  of  the  luncheon, 
we  should  add,  was  the  photographing  of  the 
party  as  assembled  round  the  festive  board. 

The  Luncheon. 

Mr.  William  Senior  (Angling  Editor  of  the 
Field)  presided  at  this  function,  and  Mr.  11.  ,1. 
Tibbatts  (of  the  Good  Intent  Angling  Society) 
occupied  the  vice-chair.  Amongst  those  present 
were  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  (the  Editor  of  the  Fishing 
Oazetle)  and  Mrs.  Marston,  Miss  Senior,  Mrs. 
Corbie  (wife  of  Mr.  W.  G.  Corbie,  of  the  Lea 
Conservancy,  who  was  unavoidalily  absent ),  Dr. 
Brunton  (the  Gresham  Angling  Society),  Mr.  T. 
R.  Sachs  (Piscatorial  Society),  Mr.  Thomas 
Crumplen  (Piscatorial  Society),  Mr.  J.  Tayler 
(Gresham),  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  (.Junior  Fly  Fishers), 
Mr.  George  Chambets  (Gresham),  Mr.  A.  W. 
Parker  (Gresham).  Mr.  Bramley  (Gresham),  Mr. 
Wood  (Hoxton  Brothers),  Mr.  Ghurney  (secretary 
Anglers’  Association),  Mr.  A.  Jardiue,  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Brougham  (secretary  of  the  Thames  Angling 
f’reservation  Society),  Mr.  J.  Laming  (SerapiD, 
Mr.  R.  W.  Brett  (prcsidfiit  of  the  Hertlord 
Angling  Society),  Mr.  Burden  (a  Cornish  anglei  ), 
Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson  and  Mrs.  Richardson 
(Kingston-on-Thames),  Mr.  W.  Bambridge  (Eron) 
Mr.  G.  E.  Simms,  Mr.  G.  II.  Howard  (Fh-hinF 
Gazette),  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews  (New  Albion  Pisca- 
torials),  Mr.  Barnard,  l\Ir.  ,1.  Tyler,  Dir.  R.  ^V. 
Wellman,  Mr.  Renall  (Clapton  Paik  Angling 
Society),  Mr.  James  Temple,  Mr.  Alfred  Burden 
(“Noss  Mayo”),  Mr.  Rawdon  B.  Lee,  &c., 
&c.  The  Athenmum  Club  was  also  represented. 
Dr.  Spurgin,  Mr.  Lefevre,  and  others  sent  tele- 
grams regreiting  their  inability  to  be  present. 

After  Mr.  Archer  Clarke,  of  the  Clajiham 
Junction  Studio,  had  photographed  the  jiarty,  the 
Chairman  called  upon  Dr.  Brunton  to  say  grace, 
which  he  did  as  follows  ; — 

Some  hae  meat  wLa  canna  eat, 

Ai)d  some  wad  eat  wha  want  it ; 

Rut  we  hae  meat  and  wo  can  eat. 

And  so  the  Lord  bo  thankit. 

The  Chairman  then  proposed  “The  (jueeu  and 
Royal  Family,”  and  remarked  that,  ah  hough 
Her  Majesty  was  not  an  angler,  she  would  sym- 
pathise with  their  object  that  afternoon,  because 
It  was  to  honour  a good  man  and  one  who  had 
spent  a blameless  life.  (Hear,  hear.)  Several 
members  of  the  Royal  family  were,  however,  the 
keenest  of  anglers.  He  knew  personally  that  the 
Duke  of  Teck  was  a keen  jiike  anglei',  and  the 
Princess  Louise,  Marchioness  of  Lome,  was  a 
very  fine  salmon  fisher — one  of  those  ladies  who 
hooked  the  fish,  played  them,  and  landed  them 
herself  (applause),  whilst  some  of  the  young 
Princesses  were  fond  of  salmon  and  trout  fishing 
on  the  iJee,  I'herefore,  they  had  a right  to  give 
the  toast  with  extra  heartiness.  (Cheers.) 

The  toast  was  enthusiastically  received,  and 
was  followed  by  the  singing  of  the  National 
Anthem. 

Rising  agiin,  the  ( 'haiuman  saTl  he  was  jJaced 


in  a very  invidious  position.  On  Tuesday  night, 
on  reaching  home,  he  found  a letter  awaiting 
him  from  Mr.  Marston,  in  which  he  learned  for 
the  first  time  that  he  was  expected  to  take  the 
chair  on  the  present  occasion,  and  therefore  he 
felt  quite  unprepared  to  occupy  that  position. 
Mr.  Marston  had  informed  him  that  it  would  be 
(juitc  an  informal  proceeding,  and  that  all  he 
would  have  to  do  would  be  to  ask  the  com- 
pany to  drink  to  the  memory  of  Izaak  Walton 
witii  the  sympathetic  silence  customary  on 
such  occasions.  But  he  fancied  that  would 
hardly  do — they  would  expect  something  difiie- 
renl,  and  he  should  feel  shabby  if  he  did  not 
make  one  or  two  remarks.  It  was,  however,  Mr. 
Marston's  day  ; that  gentleman  was  pirimed  to 
the  very  muzzle  with  a speech  (laughter),  which 
he  was  sure  would  be  very  interesting,  and  he 
would  say  all  that  the  rest  of  them  had  intended 
to  say.  No  one  had  a better  right  than  their 
good  friend  Marston  to  respond  to  the  toast,  for 
whilst  many  of  them  had  talked  about  their 
admiration  for  Izaak  Walton,  he  (Mr.  Marston) 
as  they  knew,  had  acted.  (Cheers).  The  beautiful 
screen  in  Winchester  Cathedrsil,  the  splendid 
Lea  and  Dove  edition  of  Izaak  Walton,  and  many 
years  of  most  consistent  editing  of  their  angling 
organ  par  excellence,  were  associated  with  Mr. 
Marston,  and  in  a true  Waltonian  spirit  ho  had 
organised  this  informal  nueting.  (Cheers).  He 
was  sure  that  no  man  of  the  present  day  was  a 
truer  representative  of  Izaak  Walton  than 
Robert  Bright  Marston.  (Cheers).  And  being 
somewhat  his  senior  he  did  not  hesitate  to 
say  it.  (Laughter).  He  (Mr.  Senior)  had  a 
suggestion  to  make — any  gentleman  who  wished 
to  speak  on  Walton,  let  him  occupy  not  more 
than  five  minutes.  lie  was  setting  them 
rather  a bad  example — (laughter)— but  he  should 
not  detain  them  very  long;  and  as  the  daily  and 
weekly  pre,ss  had,  in  view  of  the  Tercentenary, 
discussed  Walton  from  every  ordinary  point  of 
view,  he  (Mr.  Senior)  would  only  make  one 
])assing  remark  upon  him  as  the  angler’s  patron 
saint.  In  the  introduction  to  the  “ Lives,”  there 
was  a paragraph  which  illustrated  the  beauty  of 
the  man’s  character,  and  which,  with  just  a word 
or  two  of  alteration,  was  singularly  suitable  to 
the  present  occasion.  It  was  this  : 

And  if  tlio  author's  glorious  spirit,  which  now  is  in 
Heaven,  can  have  the  leisure  to  look  down  and  see  us,  the 
poorest,  the  meanest  of  all  his  friends,  in  the  midst  of 
our  duty,  contident  I am  that  he  will  not  disdain  this 
welt  meant  sacrifice  to  his  memory  ; for  while  his  con- 
versation made  us  and  many  others  happy  below,  we 
know  his  humility  and  gentleness  were  then  eminent ; 
and  we  have  beard  divines  say,  those  virtues  that  were 
but  sparks  upon  earth,  became  groat  and  glorious  flames 
in  Heaven. 

Iziak  Walton  had  many  friends  in  life;  the 
procession  of  friends  had  never  been  broken 
through  long  years,  and  it  wa.s  because  they 
claimed  to  be  amongst  the  cloud  of  witnesses  that 
ho  H,sked  them  to  formally  honour  “ The  Memory 
of  Izaak  Walton.” 

The  company  then  I'osc,  and  in  silence  drank  to 
the  revered  memory  of  the  great  angler. 

Dr.  Brunton  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings 
read  an  ode  on  the  Tercentenary  of  Izaak 
Walton,  which  had  been  written  by  “Cotswold 
Isys,  M.A.,”  at  the  request  of  Mr.  R.  B.  DIarston, 
for  the  commemorative  celebration  ; 

I. 

A HUSH,  a solemn  hush,  one  moment  now. 

Amid  these  festive  rites  so  glad  and  gay. 

While  wo  to  Walton’s  name  uncovered  bow. 

And  to  his  memory  reverent  homage  pay  ; 

And  where  more  fitly  could  such  ritual  be 
Than  on  the  banks  of  his  beloved  Lea  ? 

II. 

The  Lea  that  shared  with  his  and  Cotton’s  Dove, 
And  lichen  (by  whose  raeadowed  banks  he  lies). 
And  Shawford  brook,  his  almost  equal  love. 

And,  for  his  sake,  our  own  fond  sympathies  ; 
The  Lea,  whose  name  while  anglers  cast  a line. 
Will  with  his  memory  ever  intertwine. 

III. 

Flow  on,  thou  sacred  river,  now  so  changed 

Since  he  beside  thee  heard  the  milkmaid’s  song. 
Or  chatted  with  Venator  as  they  ranged 
Thy  meads  unvexed  as  yet  by  Pleasure’s 
throng ; 

Flow  on,  for  thou — at  least  in  Fancy’s  dream — 
Art,  like  Ilissus,  an  immortal  stream  ! 


IV. 

Three  changeful  centuries  have  now  gone  by 
Since  honoured  Stafford*  gave  him  vital  breath. 

And  generations  ten  have  heavily  i 

Paced  by  the  milestones  on  the  way  to  death  ; 

But  Walton  is  nob  dead  ; he  still  is  here 
In  power  that  groweth  from  bright  year  to  year. 

V. 

“ Dly  edes,”  sang  Horace, f “’are  my  monument 
^Fre  lerennins,  tho’  my  body  die  ; ” 

And  in  sweet  prose  of  Nature’s  ornament 
Walton  hath  wrought  his  immortality  : 

For  letters  live  when  brass  and  stone  decay. 

And  these  are  dumb,  but  those  will  speak  for  aye. 

VI. 

The  one-and-nincty  years  of  Walton’s  life 
Passed  in  an  atmosphere  of  fevered  qualm. 

Yet  he  could  angle  and  forget  the  strife. 

And  sing  and  write  as  in  a halcyon  calm  ; 

Faction  and  civil  war  did  round  him  rage. 

But  who  would  guess  it  from  his  tranquil  page.^ 

VII. 

What  owe  we,  brethren,  to  that  tome  so  pure. 

Whose  leaves  breathe  inspiration  and  have  j| 

breathed  ? > 

How  many  here  did  Izaak  first  allure  i 

To  stream  and  pool  and  pleasures  thus  be-  i 
queathed  ? ii 

Pleasures  so  pure  no  other  sport  can  show,  j 

Which  those  who  never  angle  never  know. 

VIII. 

Pleasures  that  make  us  kinder  to  our  kind. 

And  teach  us  sweet  content  ’neath  clouds  of  ! 
care  ; 

That  soften  manners,  and  refine  the  mind. 

And  lift  the  musing  heart  to  praise  and  prayer; 

No  Kenna  + weeps  sad  tears,  but  sings  a song. 

If  lo  an  angler  doth  her  heart  belong. 

IX. 

Long  live  and  flourish,  then,  our  gentle  art, 

And  gentle-men  may  his  disciples  be 
Who  on  life’s  stage  so  nobly  played  his  part. 

And  left  behind  this  fragrant  memory  ! 

O sacred  shade ! may  thine  be  worthy  thee ! 

And  hark  ! — Amen  ! comes  whispering  from  the 
Lea. 

Fly  Fisher’s  Club,  Aug.,  1893. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  who  was  cordially  received, 
said  some  six  or  eight  weeks  ago  there  was  some 
talk  of  a Walton  celebration  being  held  at  Staf- 
ford, and  the  mayor  of  that  town  came  up  to  see 
him  about  the  matter.  Later  on,  however,  he  (Mr. 
Marston)  heard  from  the  mayor  that  the  town 
would  nut  be  able  to  celebrate  the  event,  and  he 
then  invited  him  to  be  present  with  them  at 
Broxbourne,  bub  had  received  the  following  letter 
in  reply,  regretting  his  inability  to  do  so  : 

Stafiiord,  Aug.  8. — My  dear  Sir, — I am  very  sorry 
to  find  1 cannot  attend  the  Walton  Celebration  at 
Broxbourne,  much  as  I should  like  to  have  done 
so.  I hope  you  will  have  a gathering  worthy  of 
the  occasion.  In  spirit  I shall  be  with  you,  and 
in  person  I shall  during  the  day  drink  to  the 
memory  of  a charming  writer  who  has  done  much  in 
the  interest  of  sport — lived  a good  and  useful  life,  and 
has  left  behind  him  not  only  his  example  and  good  name 
but  to  this,  his  native  borough,  a most  valuable  charity, 
which  is  greatly  valued  and  eagerly  looked  forward  to 
5 ear  by  year  by  the  many  who  benefit  by  his  kind  fore- 
thought. Here  there  is  to  be  an  angling  competition  on 
Thursday  for  a few  prizes,  contributed  by  various 
friends. 

Believe  me  to  be  yours  faithfully, 

W.  Silvester. 

Well,  they  thought  that  the  Loudon  anglers  ought 
not  to  allow  such  an  occasion  as  the  Tercentenary 
of  Izaak  Walton  to  pass  by  without  some  celebra- 
tion. (Hear,  hear.)  None  of  those  present  would 
be  there  in  another  100  years’  time,  and  they 
felt  that  they  must  do  something  now.  (Hear, 
hear.)  It  had  been  proposed  that  they  should 
have  some  memorial  to  Walton  in  London,  or 
none  was  to  be  found  there  at  present,  so  he  had 
approached  the  rector  of  St.  Dunstan’s,  Fleet- 
street — of  which  church  Izaak  Walton  was  once 


* Walton  was  born  at  Stafford,  August  0, 1-593. 
f“Exegi  monument um  n: re  perennius — I have  raised 
for  myselt  a monument  more  enduring  than  brass.” 
j;His  pet  name  for  his  second  wife,  the  sister  of 
Bishop  Ken,  the  author  of  the  Morning  Hymn ; 

“ Here,  hear  my  Kenna  sing  a song.” 

— The  Angler's  TTisli. 
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A NHW  DRAWING  OF  WAl/rON’S  HOUSE. 

. illustration  is  from  a water-colour  drawing  by  Jolin  B.  Itowbotliam,  in  the  posses- 

o V ' " I I 1^1 Rowbotham's  principal  authority  was  the  drawing  by  ( looke,  which  he 

(Mr  K.)  sold  to  the  British  Afusemu.  It  is  signed  and  dated  (end  of  last  century),  and  had  been 
used  as  a drawing  lesson,  as  was  the  old  custom.  'J'he  ligurcs  were  adapted  from  Do  Boutherhourg 


His  other  authority  was  a print  by  Baines,  1812;  it  has  some  points  not  in  Cooke,  otherwise  it  is  a 
pool  tiling.  That  Walton  at  one  period  ot  hi^  Ida  lived  in  this  corner  house — probably  he  moved 
there  at  the  time  of  his  marrage  with  Rachel  Fload— has  long  been  accepted  but,  according  to  the 
ot.  Hunstan  s parish  books  (1628  to  1611),  he  appears  to  have  resided  in  the  seventh  house  from  the 
corner. — E.  M. 


churchwarden,  and  occupied  a number  of  parish 
olKces — and  asked  him,  jiroviding  the  anglers 
could  raise  enough  money  to  purchase  a stained 
glass  window,  if  ho  would  have  it  ])laced  in  the 
church  referred  to.  He  (the  rector)  had  replied 
that  he  should  be  only  too  delighted  to.  He  (Air. 
Marston)  therefore  proposed  that  a movement  bo 
set  on  foot  to  raise  the  necessary  amount  for  the 
purchase  of  such  a window,  and  the  Fifthinrj 
Gazette  would  be  very  pleased  to  head  the  sub- 
scription with  £-10  10s.  (Cheers.)  The  total 
amount  required  would  be  about  tTOO,  but  he 
felt  sure  that  a larger  sum  than  that  would 
be  subscribed,  and  in  the  event  of  that  being  the 
case  he  proposed  that  the  surplus  should  be 
handed  over  to  the  funds  of  the  Anglers’  Benevo- 
lent Society  — a most  deserving  institution. 
(Cheers.)  In  conclusion.  Air.  Alarston  said  he 
was  glad  to  see  a number  of  gentlemen  present 
representing  large  angling  societies,  and,  no 
doubt,  some  of  them  would  have  a word  or  two 
to  say  appropriate  to  the  occasion.  (Cheers  ) 

Mr.  G.  Chamiiehs  (Gresham)  heartily  seconded 
Mr.  Marston’s  remarks  with  regard  to  jila.cing  a 
stained  glass  window  to  the  memory  of  Walton 
in  St.  Dunstan’s  church. 

Mr.  T.  Crumplen  said  he  felt  it  a great  honour 
to  be  present  on  such  an  occasion  as  the  present. 
Walton  was  certainly  one  of  the  best  of  men  that 
ever  lived.  In  regard  to  the  alleged  discovery  of 
Walton’s  initials  in  Westminster  Abbey,  he  (Mr. 
Crumplen)  had  made  im|uiries  into  the  matter, 
and  had  ascertained  that  there  was  really  no 
foundation  for  the  assertion. 

Mr.  Burden  (a  Cornish  angler,  “ Noss  Alayo’') 
next  spoke,  and  gave  an  amusing  account  of  a 
day’s  trout  fishing  in  Cornwall,  where,  he  said, 
there  were  many  good  followers  of  Izaik  AVahon. 

Dr.  Brunton  next  submitted  the  toast  of  the 
“ Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  and  the 
Lea  Conservancy  Board,”  and  expressed  the  hope 
that  they  might  long  continue  to  prosper  and 
flourish. 

Mr.  W.  II.  Brougham,  secretary  of  the 
T.A.P.S..  responded,  atter  which 

Air.  T.  R.  Sachs  gave  “The  Press,”  and 
thanked  the  editors  present  for  their  kindness  in 
inserting  his  articles  on  fishing. 

Mr.  Renall,  of  the  Clapton  Park  Angling 
Society,  here  rose  and  thanked  the  London 
anglers  for  the  way  they  had  come  forward  and 
subscribed  towards  the  fund  being  raised  on 
behalf  of  the  sufferers  in  the  Skegness  disaster. 

The  toast  of  “The  Ladies”  (humorously  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Bramley)  followed,  and  Air.  R.  B. 
AIarston  responded  on  their  behalf. 

The  renaaining  toast  was  that  of  the  ‘‘Chair- 
man,” which  was  received  with  musical  honours, 
and 

Mr.  Senior  having  suitably  acknowledged  the 
compliment,  the  company  dispersed. 

In  between  the  speeches  some  excellent  songs 
were  given  by  Messrs.  Barnard,  Jardine, 
Burden,  &c. 

Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Display. 

This  took  place  in  a meadow  at  the  rear  of  the 
pleasure  gardens,  and  the  distances  were  marked 
by  red  flags.  Among  those  who  tried  ihe 
fly-rod  were  Messrs.  Tayler  and  Close;  and 
casting  in  the  Nottingham  style  with  a L]oz. 
bait,  Mr.  Bambridge  threw  sixty-two  yards,  whilst 
Mr.  Jardire,  who  adopted  the  Thames  style  and 
used  a \oz.  bait,  also  made  some  splendid  casts. 
Considerable  interest  was  taken  in  this  part  of 
the  proceedings,  and  afterwards  some  of  the 
anglers  tried  the  fly  on  the  river.  Subsequently 
the  party  returned  to  town,  having  had  a most 
enjoyable  outing,  glorious  weather  favouring  the 
proceedings. 


£235  FOR  A FIRST  EDITION  OF  WALTON. 

R.  B.  Marston,  Esq., 

St.  Dunstan’s  House, 

Fetter-lane,  E.C. 

Dear  Sir, — It  might  be  an  item  of  interest  to 
the  readers  of  the  Fishirxj  Gazette  to  hear  that  we 
have  just  sold  to  a firm  of  booksellers  in  Cleve- 
land, O.,  U.S.A.,  our  perfect  copy  of  the  first 
edition  of  ‘‘  Walton’s  Angler  ” for  the  sum  of  £23.5, 
—Yours  faithfully,  Pickering  and  Chatto. 

66,  Haymarket,  St.  James’s,  S.W. 

. Aug.  9,  1893. 

N.B. — This  is  his  birthday,  is  it  not  ? 


NOTES  AND  REFLECTIONS  ON 
ANGLING  AT  RULBOROUGIT. 

{Concluded  from  page  116.) 

By  (Ilayr  Kenwal. 

{Author  of  '‘Roach  Fishing  in  the  Lea  SiijleR) 
All  the  swims  in  Hardham  mill-stream  were 
of  about  erjual  value  for  roach  ; but  one  in  par- 
ticular, which  was  reached  by  scrambling  to 
the  bottom  of  a high  steep  bank  some  few  yards 
after  crossing  a ditch,  provided  myself  and  a 
cousin  with  most  frequent  and  disastrous 
smashes  with  the  bream  before  we  took  to 
the  general  use  of  gut.  The  swim  in  (piestion 
looked  much  the  same  as  ever  last  season, 
and  may  be  easily  found  by  anyone  who  will 
look  out  under  the  high  bank  for  a jutting 


piece  of  land  just  large  enough  to  accommodate 
an  angler  and  his  tools.  The  plummet  registers 
about  eight  feet  of  water,  which  the  angler  can 
fish  comfortably  without  fear  of  anyone  else 
getting  sufficiently  close  to  spoil  sport.  All  along 
bere,  too,  the  perch  fishing  is  respectable,  but 
improves  at  a point  where  the  mill-tail  joins  the 
main  stream.  The  point  described,  although 
nearly  opposite  the  deeji  swim  just  mentioned,  is 
only  to  be  reached  from  there  after  crossing  the 
rivtrat  Hardham  Alill,  noting  on  the  way  that 
the  run  of  water  at  the  mill-tail  often  holds  good 
trout.  A short  distance  past  the  point,  from 
which  one  may  look  almost  sti-aight  down  the 
mill-stream,  and  before  reaching  a high  wooden 
horse-bridge,  a i eed-fringed  bay  will  be  noticed 
on  the  opposite  bank  which  stielDrs  fine  carp. 
Crossing  the  river  at  the  horse-bridge  and  turn- 
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ing  sharp  to  the  left,  brings  under  hand  at  a 
corner  a fine  swim  for  bream,  where  one  of  my 
most  fortunate  days  with  that  fish  was  spent. 
Sunset  found  me  with  many  more  large  fish  than 
I cared  to  barthni  nijs  It  vviili.  and  nii  oUVring 
them  to  two  strangers  who  had  been  fishing  near 
me  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  but  without 
much  success,  they  accepted  them  with  the 
remark,  “ Well,  some  of  these  fish  are  in  a measure 
ours,  for  w e fancied  the  place  yesterday  and  baited 
it  up  with  a thousand  lobs,”  ” But  wdiy  not  tell 
me  so  before  ? ” ” Ob,  first  come  first  served  is  a 

fair  rule,  and  you  must  have  been  here  before 
day-break  ; but  we  did  not  reckon  on  your  break- 
fast and  other  provender  being  brought  to  you  1 ’ 
Fine  perch  are  to  be  found  near  the  sluice  gate  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  water,  and  to  be  reached 
by  recrossing  the  horse-bridge.  Just  beyond 
this  sluice  gate  is  a lock  at  the  junction  of  the 
Bother  with  the  Aruu ; but  it  will  be  best  for  a 
time  to  continue  the  description  of  the  latter 
river  from  the  scene  of  my  big  haul  of  bream. 
A few  fine  wide  bends,  holding  carp  and  pike,  as 
well  as  bream,  now^  succeed  between  here  and 
Stopham  Bridge,  where  we  may  pause  to  note 
that  fishing  between  this  and  the  hish  horse- 
bridge,  and  for  some  distance  up  the  Bother,  is 
only  allowed  to  those  w'ho  first  write  to  the 
steward  of  the  Barttelot  estate  for  permission, 
which  is  generally  accorded.  Stopham  Bridge  is 
a very  ancient  stone  structure  w'hich  carries  the 
main  road  from  Pulborough  over  the  Arun.  At 
the  Pulborough  side  of  this  bridge  is  an  inn 
where  anglers  may  be  accommodated,  and  quite 
near  will  be  found  a w icket  gate,  through  which 
we  pass  to  pursue  our  survey  of  the  liver  that 
now'  flows  in  a broad  slow'  stream  through  a 
beautiful  park-like  expanse.  Following  a well- 
worn  path  an  osier  bed  is  quickly  reached,  with 
a long  pine-clad  ridge  in  the  rear.  The  sw  ims 
just  here  hold  bream,  roach,  and  car]),  although 
I fancy  the  depth  of  water  is  less  than  in  the 
days  of  my  former  success  at  the  spot.  Here,  on 
one  occasion,  it  occurred  to  me  to  try  a grass- 
hopper on  the  hook,  and  almost  before  the  float 
righted  a good  bream  took  the  somewhat  unusual 
bait,  and  gave  me  a lesson  which  I have  since 
profitably  turned  to  account.  Another  lesson,  of 
a different  but  no  less  profitable  kind,  was 
taught  me  here  one  evening  when  1 and 
my  cousin  had  been  doing  very  well  among 
bream  and  roach  that  tested  our  fine  gut  tight 
tackle  to  the  utmost.  We  each  had  a good 
pile  of  fish  under  grass  in  the  osiers,  and  my 
cousin  said  he  felt  the  chilly  effect  of  the  fast 
gathering  mist,  and  would  pack  up.  I replied 
“All  right,  so  will  I,  after  the  next  fish.”  That 
next  fish,  like  to-morrow,  never  came,  at  least, 
not  into  the  landing  net.  He  did  condescend  to 
make  my  float  disappear  slowly  beneath  the 
smooth  surface,  and  next  instant  I was  engaged 
in  a battle  that  I knew  would  need  great  care  on 
my  part  to  be  decided  in  my  favour.  Sullen  tugs 
bent  my  cane  rod  severely  as  I endeavoured  to 
keep  it  well  over  a very  powerful  fish  which 
resolutely  declined  to  be  turned.  Once  my  cousin, 
holding  the  net  in  readiness,  caught  sight  of  my 
antagonist,  and  said  “ It’s  a carp.  Don’t  bustle 
him.”  And  if  that  carp  had  only  taken  the  same 
advice,  things  might  have  ended  differently. 
Very  soon  after  the  line  gave  way,  and  turned 
everything  for  the  moment  to  bitterness.  In  my 
excitement  I forgot  the  roach  rod  thrown  dowm 
on  the  bank,  and  an  ominous  crack  told  me  that 
its  middle  joint  had  been  wrecked  under  my  boot 
heel.  Here  was  a hopeless  pickle,  according  to 
my  belief  at  the  time.  Another  week  to  fish,  and 
my  Sowerbutts  disabled  ! Next  day,  with  restored 
composure,  but  much  misgiving,  I started  at  the 
fatal  swim  with  a short  punt  rod  and  running 
line,  brought  with  me  as  a last  resort;  and  subse- 
quent success  with  this  tackle  convinced  me  that 
we  had  hitherto  pursued  the  wrong  course  for 
securing  specimens’,  and  had  sim]fly  laid  ourselves 
out  specially  for  capturing  a large  number  of  fish 
of  average  size.  Up  stream,  beyond  the  osier  bed, 
the  river  widens  out  still  more,  and  becomes  more 
likely  for  carp,  although  a better  place  for  that 
fish  is  still  higher  up,  under  a bush  on  the 
opposite  side,  and  near  a gate  on  the  side  where 
we  stand.  Two  carp  of  81b.  each  were  taken  from 
here  by  a London  clubman.  Following  the 
windings  of  the  Arun  still  further  would  bring 
us  to  Pallingham,  where  the  fishing  is  good,  but 
only  allowed  by  permission  from  the  landowners. 


and  never  by  any  chance  on  Sundays.  There, 
also,  may  be  seen  one  end  of  the  old  canal  which 
once  connected  the  Arun  with  the  Wey,  and 
rendered  navigation  between  the  two  rivers  a 
matter  of  common  occurrence. 

As  farther  pursuit  of  the  Arun  in  this 
direction  hardly  comes  within  the  limit  assigned 
by  the  title  of  this  paper,  let  us  hark  back  to  the 
wooden  horse-bridge  before  alluded  to  for  a short 
journey  up  the  Bother,  past  the  lock,  over 
a brick  bridge,  where  the  towing  path  changes 
sides.  The  fishing  commences  to  be  good 
and  the  water  deep  just  opposite  an  overshoot 
that  carries  the  run  of  water  caused  by  working 
the  mill  at  Fittleworth  through  a deep,  secluded 
back  stream  that  finally  reaches  Hardham  Mill, 
after  making  .nany  eddying  bends  that  hold  some 
of  the  very  fine.st  bream,  perch,  roach,  and  dace. 
One  bank  of  this  back  stream,  to  be_  reached 
through  a gate  close  to  the  brick  bridge  last 
mentioned,  is  within  the  permission  accorded  for 
the  Barttelot  fishings.  Standing  on  the  towing- 
path,  opposite  the  overshoot  are  a few  nice  swims, 
where  the  float  may  be  allowed  to  swim  away  in 
front  in  Thames  punt  fashion  ; and  whenever  the 
stream  is  strong  enough  to  effect  this,  the  fishing 
is  well  worth  the  trouble  here  and  all  the  way 
along  to  Fittleworth. 

All  the  water  hitherto  described  may  be 
roughly  stated  as  being  on  the  right  hand  of 
anyone  standing  outside  Pulborough  station  door, 
with  face  towards  the  river  ; therefore,  with  a 
passing  word  for  some  good  swims  near  the 
bushes  that  line  the  bank  of  the  river  between  the 
Bailway  Hotel  and  the  Swan,  to  fish  which  the 
farmer’s  permission  is  required,  let  a visitor  in 
imagination  accompany  me  on  a survey  of  the 
fishing  that  lies  to  the  left  of  the  station,  for 
which  purpose  we  turn  our  backs  on  the  Bailway 
Hotel  and  our  faces  towards  the  Swan,  passing  on 
our  way  some  very  snug  residences  with  gardens 
on  the  side  of  the  hill. 

The  Swan  Hotel  is  a very  popular  resort  for 
anglers,  Mr.  Nutt,  its  manager,  taking  the  greatest 
possible  interest  in  the  sport,  and  being,  there- 
fore, the  very  man  to  whom  strangers  should 
apply  for  up-to-date  details  of  the  proprietorship 
of  waters  they  may  desire  to  fish,  as  well  as  for 
tickets  for  two  subscription  waters  that  will  soon 
be  noticed  in  this  article. 

Standing  outside  the  Swan,  we  can  continue 
straight  down  the  village  street  uutd  we  arrive 
at  a rather  steep,  sandy  lane  on  the  right,  leading 
to  a long  succession  of  water  meadows  which 
give  access  to  some  miles  of  unrestricted  fishing 
in  the  Arun.  One  particularly  good  place  is 
about  thirty  yards  beyond  a sort  of  double 
stile,  which  stands  on  the  top  of  a long  embank- 
ment. Below  this  the  water  continues  good  for 
roach,  bream,  and  jack,  although  not  so  plentiful 
in  cover  on  this  side  as  opposite.  To  get  to 
that  bank,  supposing  we  have  no  boat,  we 
must  leturn  the  way  we  came,  and  stand 
again  outside  the  door  of  the  Swan  for  direc- 
tions. Just  here  W'e  cross  the  Arun  by  vyhat 
is  well  known  as  the  Swan  Bridge,  when  a 
sharp  turn  to  the  left  and  over  the  first  gate 
brings  us  to  what,  I believe,  is  called  Holmes’s 
meadow,  supposing  we  have  first  obtained  our 
tickets  from  Mr.  IM  ntt,  at  the  low  rate  of  3d.  each 
if  on  Sunday,  or  fid.  on  week  days,  which  gives  us 
the  right  to  fish  until  our  farther  progress  that 
way  is  barred  by  a ditch.  The  village  makes  a 
remarkably  pretty  picture  from  this  meadow,  and 
the  swims  available  have  produced  some  of  the 
heaviest  gross  weights  as  well  as  specimen  fish  in 
recent  large  competitions.  Beturning  to  the 
bridge  for  a journey  in  another  direction,  it  may 
be  noted  that  fine  perch  lurk  about  the  weeds  just 
below,  and  take  live  gudgeon  there  perhaps  more 
freely  than  any  other  bait.  With  backs  to  the 
Swan  we  follow  the  main  road  from  the  bridge 
for  some  distance  until  we  come  to  a lane  on  the 
left  shaded  by  high  trees.  This  lane  leads  lo  an 
excellent  long  stretch  of  water  which  is  not  exor- 
bitantly charged  for  at  the  rate  of  fid.  on  Sunday 
and  Is.  on  week  days,  considering  that  it  extends 
as  far  as  Gritham,”  some  three  miles  below,  and 
that  it  contains  some  of  the  best  Arun  fish.  It 
would  be  an  exhaustive  task  to  describe  all  the 
swims  in  it ; but  a stranger  may  accept  the  assur- 
ance that  most  of  them  are  well  marked,  and 
none  come  under  the  denomination  of  bad  or 
even  indifferent. 

The  land  near  this  portion  of  the  river  u.=ed  to 


be  owned  by  a very  good  friend  to  London 
anglers,  the  late  farmer  Challen,  a giant  in 
stature,  with  a heart  to  match,  who  very  willingly 
gave  myself  and  others  valuable  information  I 
about  the  fishing,  during  those  early  holidays  I | 
have  alluded  to.  On  one  occasion  he  shouldered 
my  basket  and  walked  with  me  some  two  miles  to  | 
a swim  near  Gritham  Bridge,  where  he  thought  I i 
should  do  better  than  where  he  had  met  me.  His  j 
judgment  in  this  case  was  correct,  for  my  ! 
basket  was  very  heavy  when  I had  to  make  the  j 
long  tramp  back  from  Gritham  to  Pulborough  in  j 
the  evening.  It  is  now  needful  to  obtain  permis-  j 
sion  from  the  farmers  for  all  the  fishing  between  j 
Gritham  and  Watersfield;  but  at  the  latter  place 
it  again  becomes  open,  and  so  continues  to  ' 
Amberley.  I 

To  allay  any  misgiving  the  somewhat  frequent  | 
mention  of  the  need  of  obtaining  leave  to  fish  may 
cause  in  the  minds  of  intending  visitors  to  Pul- 
borough it  should  be  stated  that  the  unprosper- 
ous  state  of  agriculture  of  late  years  has  rendered 
it  necessary  for  farmers  to  exercise  more 
discrimination  than  formerly  in  permitting 
strangers  on  their  land  ; because  one  careless  or 
unprincipled  person  may  injure  crops  or  allow 
cattle  to  stray,  or  in  other  ways  turn  a pros- 
pective profit  into  a certain  loss  for  a farmer 
who  is  perhaps  struggling  to  make  both  ends 
meet.  Even  where  a charge  is  made  for  the 
fishing,  few  enthusiastic  anglers  can  complain  of 
the  small  sum  demanded  to  fish  in  waters  that 
produce  such  specimens  as  bream  of  31b.  to 
51b.,  and  roach  up  to  2ilb.,  such  as  were  recently 
displayed  at  the  Swan  among  1501b.  of  fish  all 
taken  in  one  day’s  competition ; thus  proving  that 
the  sport  in  the  district  has  deteriorated  very 
little  if  at  all  from  that  which  was  obtainable 
years  ago. 

Having  laid  particular  stress  on  the  value 
of  wheat  as  a bait  in  the  waters  described,  it  is 
safe  to  advise  any  angler  who  visits  Pulborough 
to  be  also  provided  with  worms,  brandlings  and 
marsh  for  choice.  I have  found  the  tail  of  the 
latter  sort  an  extremely  good  bait  for  both  roach 
and  bream,  while  a whole  one  is  very  tempting  to 
Arun  carp,  and  was  in  fact  the  lure  that  secured 
one  of  S^lb.  for  a London  angler.  Gentles,  of 
course,  are  good  change  baits  in  most  waters, 
but  the  large  roach  and  dace  of  the  Bother  are 
particularly  partial  to  them.  With  all  this  choice 
of  baits  to  select  from,  many  London  anglers  use 
paste  only  in  the  Arun  as  in  the  Lea,  and  often 
meet  with  surprising  success. 

With  these  final  hints  I conclude  my  paper, 
with  strong  hope  that  the  details  of  the  experience 
I have  gained  during  numberless  happy  days  spent 
with  the  rod  at  Pulborough,  may  be  of  service  to 
many  anglers  who  are  at  present  unacquainted 
with  the  place,  or  whose  knowledge  of  it  is 
limited.  Perhaps,  also,  some  of  the  regular 
patrons  of  the  popular  Sussex  excursions  may 
find  something  in  the  foregoing  to  interest  and 
amuse,  if  not  to  instruct  them. 


REMINISCENCES  OF  AN  OLD 
ANGLER. 

(Continued  from  page  439.) 

By  E.  M.  Tod. 


From  1880  to  1889  inclusive. 

Througu  illness  (and  after  once  more  making 
undesired  acquaintance  with  the  skill_  of  the 
humane  surgeon  who  had  attended  me  in  1877), 
I was  sent  off  on  a long  holiday,  quite  run  down 
in  fact,  prostrated  in  general  health. 

I first  visited  my  dear  old  friend,  Mrs.  D.,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Teviot,  and  on  April  16  I find 
that  I returned  to  that  most  hospitable  roof  with 
a basket  of  b j lb.,  and  next  day  had  51b. 

19th.  Took  train  over  to  the  Tweed  and  found 
it  in  flood  Beturned  to  the  Teviot  and  found  it 
also  in  flood.  No  use  till  the  24th,  when,  close 
at  home,  on  that  hard  poached,  hard  fished  river 
the  Teviot  at  Nisbet,  I killed  four  with  fly,  weigh- 
ing 31  lb.,  a good  average. 

26th.  Tweed,  three  trout,  1 Rb.,  Rb.,  and  Rb. 
Biver  far  too  large  still  for  sport. 

April  23.  Teviot,  5flb. 

29th.  Ditto,  5Rb. 

3i)th.  311b. 

May  1.  Bright  sun  ; could  do  nothing. 

3rd.  Teviot,  5|lb. 
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4th.  Ditto,  5jlb. 

(3th.  Tweed,  irotn  Uenrig  to  bottom  of  Webb 
Stream,  5,  lb.  (Hy). 

7th.  Tweed,  Bemerside,  from  12  to  3 o'clock, 
with  Double  Midge-lly  (Forrest’s  tying),  eight 
trout  about  d.^lb.  (onelJ[lb.) 

8th.  Double  Midge-tly,  eight  trout,  3|lb. ; 
bright  sun. 

11th.  Fished  the  Kale  at  Chatto  (clear  water 
worm),  7|lb. 

13th.  Teviot,  5 Jib.,  with  J.  D. 

14th.  Teviot,  with  James  Kerss,  Lord  Lothian’s 
keeper,  and  did  nothing,  although  Kerss  was  a 
good  fisher,  and  we  were  both  fishing  “ preserved 
water.”  I then  bade  good-bye  to  my  friend  and 
to  Teviot-side. 

May  21  found  me  quartered  at  Meigle,  Forfar- 
shire, on  the  banks  of  the  Lower  Isla,  Dean,  &c. 
I found  the  water  very  lotv,  and  got  only  3|lb 

22nd.  Dean  and  Isla,  41b. 

24th.  A gale  ; no  use  fishing. 

25th.  Fished  Ballindoch  water  on  the  Isla  from 
Miegle  Inn.  Killed  9|lb.  of  fine  trout. 

26th.  Took  train,  then]  trap,  and  went  to  the 
Kpper  waters  of  the  Isla — at  Glenisla.  Very  snug 
quarters  at  the  inn  there,  but  mine  host  in- 
formed me  that  no  sport  had  been  got  for  some 
time  owing  to  drought  and  lowness  of  river, 
which  here  is  small. 

27th.  Brought  home  Illb.  nice  trout,  which 
greatly  delighted  the  host  (fly).  Small  No.  1 
Hutchinson  hook,  and  Double  Midge  Fly. 

28th.  741b.  (fly). 

29th.  81b.  (fly). 

31st.  1141b. 

June  1.  441b.  Day  very  bright. 

2nd.  Only  got  a few  trout. 

3rd.  51b. 

4th.  641b. 

5th.  1141b.  of  trout — a capital  average  for  the 
Isla  here. 

7th.  Fished  the  Tummel  at  Rannoch. 

I may  just  be  permitted,  I trust,  to  record  the 
fact  that  on  arrival  at  Struan  station  I was  in- 
formed that  Mr.  L , who  then  had  Innerhadden 
shootings  and  fishings,  and  to  whom  I had  pre- 
viously given  all  my  best  patterns  of  flies,  had  left 
after  six  weeks’  flogging  of  the  river,  quite  dis- 
heartened, not  to  say  disgusted. 

I drove  up  over  the  hills  thatevening  in  a heavy 
shower  of  snow,  and  weather  in  keeping.  Ewen 
Cameron,  who  always  attended  Mr.  L.,  said  to  me, 
with  just  a twinkle  in  his  eye,  on  ray  arrival, 
“ Well,  I don’t  think  you  will  do  much  this  time, 
Mr.  Tod  !”  and  I said  “ Very  likely  ; but  tvhat  is 
wrong?”  He  said  “The  river  is  very  low,  and 
full  of  green  slime  in  the  streams,  and  weather 
bitterly  cold.  Mr.  L.  was  fairly  beat  off  the  river, 
and  even  the  boat  did  not  help  matters  greatly” 
(and  Ewen  was  d,  perfect  boatman). 

Next  morning  I donned  my  waders,  and  began 
at  the  village,  in  the  village,  in  fact,  and  did  not 
do  a great  deal  at  first ; but  I wandered  on  and 
fished  nearly  two  miles  down — part  of  the  day 
during  a smart  shower  of  snow,  but  I suppose  I 
caught  the  trout  rising  better  than  Mr.  L.  had 
done,  for  despite  the  bitter  cold,  which  drove  me 
home  by  four  o’clock,  I had  some  fine  trout,  and 
when  Ewen  and  Archie  Dewar  met  me,  the  former 
said,  confidently,  seeing  me  home  so  early,  ” Well, 
sir,  you  haven’t  done  much  to-day  ? ” Archie  put 
his  hand  under  my  basket,  and  said,  “ Look  here, 
Ewen  !”  and  when  I had  hung  the  basket  on  the 
steelyard  it  was  found  to  weigh  191b.,  l()lb.  of 
trout,  and  all  with  small  fly  ! ‘‘  The  like  o’t  hasn’t 

come  op  the  river  for  a month,”  said  Archie.  But 
I had  shot  my  bolt,  for  on  the  8th  I had  only  8lb. 
(fly),  and  on  the  9th,  81b.  (fly). 

10th.  41b.  (calm  and  thundery). 

11th.  51b. 

12th.  Fished  lower  end  of  loch.  No  use;  only 
got  341b.  It  was  a half  idle  day. 

14th.  The  weather  now  got  intensely  hot,  so  I 
tried  the  “ creeper,”  having  first  killed  eleven 
trout  with  the  fly.  Total  bag,  twenty- three 
trout,  weighing  Illb.  (the  best  half-dozen  W'eighed 
641b.) 

15th.  My  last  day  at  Eannoch  for  that  season. 
I killed  91b.  of  fine  trout,  chiefly  vvioh  creeper, 
three  or  four  being  nearly  11b.  each. 

On  ray  way  south,  I fished  the  Tyne  in  Had- 
dingtonshire, and  got  some  nice  plump  trout,  l)uc 
next  moining  at  breakfast  they  were  so  muddy 
that  1 laid  down  my  knife  and  fork.  My  trip 
was  over,  and  my  health  restored,  and  so  I got 


home  again — thankful,  1 trust,  for  “ benefits 
received.” 

In  1881,  through  the  kindness  of  two  friends, 

I was  invited  to  Strathnaver,  as  a health  resort 
with  some  trout  fishing  and  a day’s  salmon  fishing 
now  and  again.  As  they  don’t  care  for  long 
accounts  of  the  sport  on  that  water,  I will  just 
say  that  1 managed  to  slay  sixteen  salmon  and 
giilse  during  my  stay  there  from  May  20  to 
Waterloo  day.  My  heaviest  fish  was  14|lb.,  and 
my  best  day’s  fishinc  was  five.  I had  three 
another  day,  best  fish  lOllb.  I had  also  from  hill 
lochs  and  a short  stretch  of  river  above  the 
salmon  reaches,  and  close  to  Loch  Navar,  98|lb.  of 
trout.  I may  add  that  this  year  I was  there 
again — but,  alas  ! the  river  was  dreadfully  low, 
and  salmon  fishing  all  but  a myth.  Aly  kind 
host,  one  day  when  the  water  rose  3 inches, 
killed  two  grilse  in  one  stream,  and  another  day 
a sea-trout  241b.,  but  I was  not  salmon  fishing 
either  day,  and  it  was  seldom  tried,  and,  during 
a three  weeks’  sojourn,  no  one  else  took  a fish. 
At  the  end  of  the  loch  it  is  true  I landed  a small 
Icell — Zea.n,and  gills  cramynedfull  oi  maggots — and 
lost  another,  both  with  tiny  river  flies,  but  I 
never  even  hooked  a clean  *•  fish  ” the  three  or 
four  times  I was  sanguine  enough  to  try  for  the 
lordly  salmon  with  the  smallest  of  grilse  flies  on 
double  hooks.  I did  better  for  trout  on  the  lochs, 
but  nothing  at  all  wonderful,  for  I had  on 
various  occasions  to  walk  from  one  to  two  and  a 
half  miles  over  moors  before  I came  to  the  hill 
loch  we  were  going  to  attack,  and  to  carry 
16  stone  up  these  moors  when  one  is  no  longer  a 
boy,  takes  the  edge  off  one’s  piscatorial  appetite 
before  the  day  has  begun,  and  then  wading  and 
stumbling  amongst  slippery  stones  takes  it 
still  more  out  of  “an  old  angler”;  and, 
oh  ! during  ray  last  week,  how  I suffered 
from  my  old  enemy,  rheumatism.  I really 
was  glad  to  lie  down  on  the  heather,  even 
when  it  was  damp,  to  stretch  my  muscles ; and 
so  ease,  even  for  a time,  the  chronic  pain  which 
had  at  last  become  unendurable;  but  if  old  chaps 
ivill  fall  in — as  1 did  no  less  than  twice,  each 
time  being  stopped  by  a friendly  (?)  rock  (save 
us  from  our  friends),  which,  whilst  it  saved  me 
from  complete  immersion,  gave  me  such  a knock 
as  well  nigh  “ shivered  my  timbers  ” — and  then 
will  go  on  fishing  as  if  one  was  twenty-five,  w^ell, 
who  will  sympathise?  After  all,  the  old  Scotch 
saying  is  true.  “There’s  nae  fule  like  ana!<Zdfule!  ” 
Blit  “Ye  needna  be  sae  pairsonal,”  as  the  drunkard 
told  bis  “ meenister,”  when  the  latter  was 
preaching  against  the  sin  of  intoxication.  I fear 
lest  my  fishing  is  coming  to  an  abrupt  close  all 
the  same  from  rheumatism.  I hate  being  cooped 
up  in  a boat  all  day.  I simply  love  good  river 
fishing,  and  who  can  fish  with  comfort  and 
success,  and  not  tvade  ? Not  I for  one  in  our 
northern  rivers.  So  wade  I will  till  driven  off 
by  the  “ screws”  of  fate. 

1882.  Now  came  a new  experience  to  me.  I went 
topay  arelationavisit  at  Kirkoswald, Cumberland, 
and  began  fishing  “ the  Eden,”  a very  beautiful 
and  excellent  river.  This,  my  first  visit,  I paid 
much  too  late  inthe  season  iovgood  fly  fishing.  The 
water  is  mostly  private.  The  friend  whose  water 
I chiefly  fished  tias  gone  home,  noble  fellow  that 
he  was,  Thomas  'i'horburn ! Others,  no  less 
kindly,  threw  open  their  water  occasionally  to  me, 
for  w'hich  I was  and  am  grateful.  I found  the 
river  quite  full,  and  after  a two  days’  ti’ial,  took 
a tour  through  the  English  lakes,  hoping  to  find 
the  river  lower  on  my  return. 

(To  he  continued.) 


THE  SALMON  FISHERIES  OF 
NORWAY. 

(Continued  from  page  91.) 

Tub  next  speaker  was  also  very  much  against 
the  weekly  close  time,  and  considered  that  no 
good  result  could  be  expected  from  such  a pro- 
vision, or  rather  that  it  would  not  affect  bene- 
ficially the  stock  of  salmon  in  the  sea.  “ I know 
this  is  in  direct  oppo.sirion  to  the  theoretic  view  ; 
but  1 would  ask  how  this  two  or  three  days 
weekly  close  time  can  possibly  be  expected  to 
clear  the  way  for  the  salmon,  and  enable  them  in 
larger  or  smaller  numbers  to  ascend  the  rivers  to 
which  they  belong  ? Why  should  the  coast 
fishermen  be  prevented  from  getting  their  share? 


IVhcn  the  fish  have  gone  into  the  rivers,  peojflc 
then  may  take  as  many  of  them  as  they  please  on 
lawful  days;  can  this  tend  to  increase  the  stock 
of  salmon  ? I fancy  not,  and  1 think  also  that  it 
will  be  difficult  to  prove  even  in  theory.  As  a 
rule,  when  the  different  clauses  of  such  an  Act 
are  under  consideration,  appeal  is  made  to  the 
communal  authorities  for  information.  I think 
that  were  this  done  in  the  present  case,  and  the 
opinions  obtained  of  practical  fishermen — for  I 
presume  that  the  legislators  have  at  heart  the 
welfare  of  the  people  and  country — the  whole 
would  be  altered.  It  is  my  opinion  that  they 
have  made  a great  mistake,  and  have  missed  the 
mark  altogether.  Had  they  set  about  it  so  that 
people’s  different  opinions  might  have  been  heard, 
there  are  many  close  observers  among  salmon 
fishermen  whose  judgment  would  have  had  no 
small  value  and  influence,  and  the  result  would 
have  been  a material  modification  of  the  clauses 
now  under  consideration. 

“ As  regards  the  great  loss  which  must  arise,  I 
can  only  say  that  it  is  not  only  from  the  practical 
confiscation  of  all  these  nets,  but  also  from  the 
injury  done  to  private  property  by  way  of  reduc- 
ing fisheries  in  value. 

“ There  has  been  reference  made  to  the  laws  of 
other  countries,  of  England  for  instance.  1 think 
that  the  English  know  what  they  are  about  in 
regard  to  these  matters.  I have  here  some  notes 
on  the  protective  laws  in  England,  both  as  t<^ 
weekly  close  time  and  size  of  mesh,  which  I will 
venture  to  read.  In  England  there  are  forty-two 
hours  weekly  close  time,  in  Scotland  thirty-six, 
in  Norway  seventy-two.  The  size  of  the  mesh  in 
England  is  58i®omm.,  but  it  may  be  reduced  to 
38Wmm.,  and  increased  to  63;  the  reduction  is 
taken  advantage  of  in  thirty-five  districts,  the 
increase  in  one.  In  Ireland  the  size  of  the  mesh 
is  44A  mm.,  with  permission  to  reduce,  of  wtiicn 
extensive  advantage  has  been  taken  ; in  Scotland 
the  size  of  the  mesh  is  now  44  A mm.  Till  no  win 
Norway  it  has  been  59,  after  this  it  is  to  be  05,  a 
great  difference.  Although,  however,  we  con- 
sider the  weekly  close  time  undesirable,  I think 
that  the  great  majority  of  the  fishing  population 
would  be  glad  to  see  the  salmon  protected,  but  in 
another  way ; they  would  be  willing  to  make 
sacrifice  of  their  interests  as  far  as  possible  in 
the  direction  of  an  extended  yearly  close  time, 
were  it  shown  that  such  a course  would  be 
advantageous  to  the  fisheries.” 

“ G.”  remarked  : “ If  we  were  permitted  to  fish 
every  working  day  in  the  week,  it  might  quite 
well  happen  that  we  could  only  do  so  on  three  of 
them  in  the  open  sea.  In  August  we  were  only 
able  to  fish  eight  days  in  the  whole  month  on  the 
coast.  The  man  who  went  round  the  counti’y  to 
collect  information  does  not  appear  to  have 
applied  to  the  sea-fishermen ; he  went  to  river 
fishers  only;  from  the  latter  he  gathered  that  the 
fishing  on  the  upper  portions  had  much  fallen  off, 
and  the  conclusion  he  came  to  was  that  this  was 
to  be  remedied  by  stopping  the  fishing  in  the  sea. 
But  I live  by  river  and  sea,  and  have  fished 
salmon  since  ’44;  I have  seen  quantities  of  fish  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  that  would  not  ascend  it, 
although  there  was  no  obstacle  to  prevent  them 
that  we  could  see.  The  water  was  clear  and  the 
river  open.  In  the  last  half  of  August,  1890,  we 
could  see  inthe  bay  at  Flekkefjord  such  shoals  of 
salmon  as  never  had  been  known  there  beiore ; 
but  they  did  not  go  up  the  river,  nor  were  they 
taken  outside,  wind  and  storm  interfering ; and 
as  the  bag-nets  are  used  8-10  metres  from  shore, 
at  which  distance  only  a small  proportion  of  the 
fish  travel,  I fail  to  see  how  the  river  fisheries  can 
be  injured  by’  them.  As  far  as  the  autumn  close 
time  is  concerned,  I am  inclined  to  think  we 
might  do  with  a three  months’  fishing  season, 
although  that  is  very  short.” 

“ H.”  was  not  against  a reasonable  scheme  of 
protection,  as  he  considered  that  necessary  for  the 
purpose  of  developing  the  salmon-fishing  indus- 
try; but  the  present  new  law,  he  considered, 
would  take  away  the  fishing  from  the  one  (the 
coast  fisherman)  and  give  to  the  other  (the  river 
proprietor).  “ Because  the  fish  are  protected 
during  those  three  days  a week  on  the  coast,  is  it 
certain  they  will  go  up  the  rivers  and  be  enabled 
to  t-pawui?  It  appears  to  me  very  douOtful. 
Having  escaped  the  different  nets  in  the  sea,  they 
ascend  the  rivers;  the  further  they  go  up,  tbe 
greater  difficulty  they  Have  to  reach  tbe  spawning 
beds,  and  the  more  easily  are  they  taken.  In 
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the  upper  readies  of  some  rivers  indeed  there 
are  more  fish  taken  tlian  upon  the  coast  at 
tlieir  mouths;  it  thus  seems  to  me  that  the  new 
law  takes  from  the  sea  to  give  to  the  river  fisher- 
man. Thus  there  is  also  a very  considerable  loss 
in  the  quality  and  weight  of  the  fish ; for, 
whereas  those  taken  on  the  coast  are  in  the 
best  of  condition,  those  captured  on  the  U[iper 
waters  of  a river  have  deteriorated  more  or  less 
in  both  ways.  Were  the  whole  of  the  coast 
and  river  fisheries  owntil  by  one  man,  the  most 
rational  course  he  could  adopt  would  he  to 
capture  all  the  fish  he  could  in  the  salt  water, 
and  jirotect  the  rivers  where  the  fish  spawn. 

“ As  tilings  now  are,  this  would,  of  course, 
mean  ruin  to  the  river  proprietors,  and  I consider 
that,  in  order  to  carry  out  a proper  and  effective 
scheme  of  protection,  the  Government  would  have 
to  take  over  the  whole  of  the  fisheries,  a proper 
close  time  be  applied,  and  those  who  suffered  loss 
therefrom  be  indemnified  by  the  State.  Tt  is  evi- 
dent, however,  that  the  Government  could  not  un- 
dertake so  large  a project,  but  I think  that  when 
they  contribute  so  liberally  to  other  matters,  as, 
for  instance,  Kr.  200,000  to  the  Nansen  expedi- 
tion, they  might  do  something  for  the  salmon 
fisheries.  It  has  been  said  that  pollution  of  the 
water  has  caused  the  salmon  fisheries  of 
England  to  fall  elf.  Are  things  not.  going 
exactly  the  same  way  here  in  Norway  ? Has 
anything  been  dene  to  prevent  the  pollution  of 
the  rivers  in  this  country  ? Factory  after  factory 
is  erected,  the  rivers  are  polluted  thereby,  and 
the  salmon  spawn  destroyed  ; but  I have  heard 
of  nothing  being  done  to  prevent  this.  Sawdust 
is  most  destructive,  not  only  to  salmon  spawn, 
but  to  the  adult  fish,  yet  it  is  freely  discharged 
without  let  or  hindrance  into  many  of  the  rivers, 
and  in  large  quantities.” 

“K.  ” thought  it  was  impossible  to  institute  a 
comparison  between  the  English  and  the  Nor- 
wegian fisheries.  The  conditions  were  so  dif- 
ferent. “The  English  coasts  are  surrounded  by 
steadily-flowing  tidal  water,  which  is,  generally 
speaking,  not  the  case  in  Norway ; W'e  have  no 
regular  currents  to  and  from  the  land,  as  on 
tfie  English  coast.  Then  most  of  the  English 
rivers  are  slow,  flowing,  with  large  masses  of 
water,  and  many  of  the  best  salmon  fisheries  in 
lhat  country  are  in  the  possession  of  a few  persons 
only,  who  can  do  with  them  what  they  please. 
In  the  first  instance,  they  belong  to  the  S'ate, 
but  they  are  let  to  individuals  who  pay  rent  for 
them,  fh’oprietary  rights  are  vested  in  only  a 
few  very  wealthy  people,  who  can  utilise  their 
fishings  or  let  them  alone  as  they  like.  This  is 
certainly  not  the  case  in  Norway,  and  the  same 
measures  cannot  therefore  apply  to  both  coun- 
tries. Moreover,  in  England,  there  are  no  fixed 
engines,  an  immense  advantage  to  the  fisheries. 
I think  that  if  there  were  none  of  these  here,  the 
salmon  would  probably  increase  in  numbers;  but 
how  it  can  be  that  the  stock  must  of  necessity  be 
materially  injured  by  tbe  use  of  fixed  engines  or 
bag  nets,  when  as  many  or  more  fish  are  taken 
by  means  of  other  contrivances,  is  to  me  incom- 
prehensible. Why  the  big  nets  especially  should 
be  accused  of  doing  so  much  mischief  to  the 
salmon,  when  no  more  are  taken  by  them  than  by 
other  means,  I do  not  understand.” 

“ L.”  showed  himself  much  less  prejudiced  in 
favour  of  the  coast  fisheries  than  most  of  the 
other  speakers.  “At  a meeting  of  fishermen,”  he 
said,  “ which  was  called  from  four  ‘ fogderis,’ 
it  was  unanimously  agreed  that  the  different 
interests  of  the  fishing  industry  should  be  repre- 
sented at  this  meeting.  Thus  one  was  chosen  for 
the  ccast,  one  for  the  l.jord,  a.nd  one  for  the  inner 
Ijord  and  river  fisheries;  I rejiresent  the  last. 
After  the  expressions  that  have  been  made  use  of 
here,  I confess  that  1 feel  myself  somewhat  out  of 
place  in  this  assembly  ; the  sea  and  fjord  fisher- 
men have  shown  a jealousy  of  the  jiroprietors  of 
river  fisheries  which  appears  to  me  both  uncalled 
for  and  unpleasant.  When  I came  here  it  was 
with  the  intention  of  giving  expression  to  the 
dissatisfaction  throughout  my  district  in  regard 
to  the  new  law,  but  after  hearing  siich  bitterly 
jealous  talk  about  tbe  livcr  salmon  fisheries,  I 
am  almost  inclined  to  leave  the  meeting  without 
interference  on  my  part  regarding  the  matter 
under  discussion.  All,  no  doubt,  must  be  credited 
with  the  best  intentions,  but  I am  inclined  to 
think  that  the  opinions  expressed  in  regard  to  tlie 
; aim  an  river  fishei  ies  have  arisen  frrm  misunder- 


standing and  a want  of  knowledge  of  the  circum- 
stances. There  is  one  matter,  for  instance,  to 
which  I w’ould  refer,  and  that  is  rod-fishing.  If 
there  is  one  kind  of  fishing  more  important  than 
another,  both  for  sea  and  river  fisheries,  it  is  this. 
I know  one  district  in  particular  where  more  than 
half  of  the  salmon  fisheries  are  let  absolutely  to 
Englishmen.  Certainly  they  take  a few  fish,  but 
not  one-hundredth  part  of  the  (juantity  that 
would  be  captured  if  the  owners  conducted  the 
fisheries  in  the  old  way.  But  if  fly-fishing  is  to 
be  carried  on,  it  must  be  lawful  to  do  so  during 
the  whole  week  ; if  not,  Englishmen  will  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  In  that  ca«e  the  result 
will  be  that  the  old  fishers  will  begin  again,  and 
they  will  take  a hundred  salmon  for  every  one 
that  is  now  captured  with  the  rod.  Thus  I think 
that  it  is  a great  mistake  of  the  sea  fishermen  to 
assert  that  this  is  an  advantage  which  the 
river  proprietors  enjoy  at  the  cost  of  those 
of  the  sea.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  for  the 
good  of  the  river  fishermen,  but  not  at  the 
expense  of  the  coast.  Now,  there  are  a 
number  of  rivers  which  are  not  let,  and  on  those, 
no  doubt,  the  new  law  will  bear  somewhat  hard ; 
of  this  I have  special  knowledge,  as  I am  a col- 
lector of  salmon  for  an  exporter.  I am  not 
exaggerating  when  I say  that  half  of  the  salmon 
fishing  in  our  district  will  certainly  be  done 
away  with,  if  the  size  of  mesh  now  contemplated 
be  introduced.  As  far  as  I am  aware  such  is  not 
tbe  case  in  other  parts,  but  with  us  there  is  a 
kind  of  fish,  not  a salmon  proper,  called  ‘prjt,’ 
weighing  from  hlb.  to  51b.  and  up  to  lOlb.,  it  is 
not  as  valuable  as  salmon,  and  is  looked  upon  by 
many,  especially  the  English,  with  great  dislike. 
‘ It  is  a greedy  fish,’  say  they,  ‘and  preys  upon 
all  other  kinds  of  salmon.’  (.Quantities  of  these 
fish  will  go  scatheless  through  nets  with  so  large 
a mesh,  and  as  a consequence  much  destruction 
will  be  worked  among  the  salmon  roe.  I do  not 
over-estimate  the  authorities,  but  f respect  them, 
and  will  not  be  one  to  throw  a slur  upon  a man 
who  in  the  execution  of  his  duty  makes  a mis- 
take; if  he  has  been  guilty  of  an  error  of  judg- 
ment we  should  endeavour  to  convince  him  of 
such.  But  I think  that  practical  people  should 
know  quite  as  much  as  if  not  more  respecting 
their  business  than  the  professional  man  who 
derives  bis  knowledge  principally  from  books. 

“ The  increase  in  the  size  of  the  mesh  is  what 
the  fishermen  in  my  district  complain  of ; that 
they  consider  most  unjust,  but  to  the  weekly 
close  time  they  offer  no  objections.”  X. 

(To  he  cordinmd). 


AN  ANGLER’S  HOLIDAY. 

By  Winch. 

I’o  those  who  have  never  ventured  a visit  to 
Ultima  Thule,  my  advice  is  go  at  once.  This  is 
just  the  very  time  of  year.  In  the  Orkney  and 
Shetland  Islands,  anglers  may,  nay,  undoubtedly 
will,  meet  with  many  new  and  pleasant  experi- 
ences. One  great  satisfaction  may  be  depended 
on,  and  that  is,  economy  may  be  exercised  without 
in  the  least  degree  impairing  the  chances  for 
enjoyment. 

1 am  not  a selli.sh  man,  I trust,  and  I show  it 
by  trying  to  give  .a  “tip”  which  if  taken  -will 
supply  pleasure  to  the  taker  of  it. 

In  company  with  a friend  I started  from 
the  'rbames  in  a steamer  plying  between 
London  and  Aberdeen.  The  cost  of  passage  ivas 
infinitesimal.  A stay  of  one  day  in  Aberdeen 
enabled  us  to  have  a look  round  the  " Granite 
City.”  Having  “ done  ” all  the  lions  of  the  jilace, 
we  again  shipped,  per  steamer  St  Magnus,  for 
Kirkwall  in  Orkney.  Arriving  very  early  one 
morning,  we  were  not  jiarticularly  impressed  by 
the  appearance  of  the  town,  owing  possibly  to  the 
fact  that  we  had  never  bothered  our  heads  with 
forming  .any  idea  of  u hat  sort  of  a place  it  could 
be.  'The  houses  for  the  most  part  are  small,  and 
buill,  of  a dull  grey  stone.  Their  somew  hat  sombre 
asjicc:  communicated  a feeling  akin  to  depression, 
which  was  not  removed  till  we  had  chiselled  deso- 
lation iiUo  the  supplies  on  the  hotel  breakfast 
table.  Whth  the  sense  of  repletion  came  a nioi-e 
considerate  frame  of  mind.  Pipes  in  our  mouths, 
we  .‘allied  forth  to  see  and  be  seen.  A bright 
sunshine  had  spread  itself  over  all.  and  the  dull 
aspect  of  the  buildings  gradually  left,  or  was  it 
that  our  fancies  had  been  at  fault.  We  were  rot 
long  before  we  voted  Kirkwall  a very'  quaint  but 


very'  jolly  place.  Every  face  seemed  to  bear  a wel- 
come smile,  and  tbe  gaze  of  the  townspeojile  was 
altogether  free  from  that  impertinent  w onder-wbo- 
you-are  look,  so  frequent  in  towns  considerably 
farther  south.  We  soon  ran  our  tourist  eyes 
over  the  antiquities  of  the  town  — the  Cathe- 
dral, the  Bishop’s  Palace,  and  one  or  two  other, 
but  lesser,  objects  of  interest — and  had  paid  a 
visit  to  the  barber  near  the  fjuaint  old  ruin  of  the 
Bishop’s  Palace.  The  coiffeur  in  question  was  a 
very  communicative  and  exceedingly  garrulous 
being.  Before  our  hirsute  surplus  had  been 
reduced,  we  were  made  the  recipients  of  a vast 
amount  of  local  knowledge.  That  operation  of 
hair-cutting  is  to  be  for  ever  remembered  by  us. 
This  razor  had  been  used  to  shave  Sir  Randolph 
Somebody,  that  pair  of  scissors  had  removed 
I'edundant  locks  from  the  pate  of  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Norfolk.  The  numberless  celebrities 
and  grandees,  that  had  from  time  to  time  sub- 
mitted their  crauiums  to  his  tender  mercies, 
would  make  a goodly  sized  calendar. 

“ You  see,  sir,  they  all  come  here  in  their 
yachts,”  he  said,  seeming,  thereby,  to  imply  that 
the  individual  cruises  had  been  made  with  the 
one  especial  object  of  being  shaved  or  otherwise 
operated  on  by  the  celebrated  Scott  of  Kirkwall. 

Before  evening  curfew  had  sounded  (Kirkwall 
is  one  of  tbe  very  few  places  where  the  curfew- 
bell  is  nowadays  respected),  we  found  ourselves 
fairly  inducted  into  tlie  house  of  a Mrs.  Craigie, 
a very  worthy  old  lady,  of  Scotch  descent.  I 
may  as  well  state  here,  that  with  her  we  remained 
during  our  stay,  and  a very  mother  she  proved  to 
both  of  us.  A dear  good  old  lady  indeed. 

I have  no  wish  to  spoil  business,  therefore  I 
make  no  mention  of  terms,  but  excellence  with 
economy  prevailed  in  her  establishment.  In- 
creased demand  may  have  made  a change  in 
affairs. 

For  a couple  of  days  we  wandered  about  among 
the  hills  and  hollows  which  undulate  around,  all 
covered  with  rich  purple  heather.  Ever  and  anon 
the  grouse  rose  in  coveys,  and  whirring  away, 
were  soon  lost  in  the  blue  haze  of  distant  ridges. 
The  month  was  August,  close  upon  the  supreme 
“ twelfth.”  Indications  of  the  coming  onslaught 
were  everywhere  visible.  The  heathery  moorland 
seemed  to  teem  with  bird-life.  The  rich  brown 
tints  of  autumn  were  already  glowing  har- 
moniously together,  and  the  sea — one  never  can 
get  far  from  it  in  Orcadia — is  for  ever  restless 
and  raging  in  its  moods  either  on  the  eastern  or 
western  coasts. 

If  unsuccessful  upon  the  mainland,  take  a 
passage, as  we  did,  in  a little  steamer  to  Unst,  the 
most  northern  of  the  islets.  At  Unst  one  must 
have  his  soul  in  his  work,  and  be  a past-master 
in  the  art  of  fishing.  The  manipirlation  of  flies 
requires  the  utmost  delicacy  of  touch,  and 
patience  is  a virtue  without  which  no  man  or 
woman  can  excel  as  a fisher.  It  has  been  said 
that  a perfect  knowledge  of  the  kind  of  flies  to 
use  for  certain  seasons  and  conditions  of 
weather  amounts  to  an  instinct.  Some  men 
are  undoubtedly  “born  fishers,”  others,  again, 
there  are,  that  all  the  striving  and  mosc 
commendable  exhibitions  of  patience  will 
fail  to  make  expert.  If  you  cannot  take  fish 
at  Unst,  you  had  better,  at  once,  hark  away  back 
to  the  mainland,  and,  if  you  can  get  permission, 
try  shooting.  Despairing  of  that,  go  in  for  deep- 
sea  fishing.  There  are  glorious  cod,  splendid 
turbot,  and  halibut  of  gigantic  dimensions  await- 
ing your  bait.  There,  once  in  the  hands  of  your 
boatman,  you  may'  fish  to  your  heart’s  content, 
and,  in  the  enjoyment  of  your  pipe,  make  an  end 
of  jiresent  trouble. 


Messrs.  Anderson,  Anderson  .\nd  Anderson, 
of  ;J7,  (.Queen  Victoria-street,  are,  as  usual,  in  ad- 
vance of  the  times.  It  is  a well-known  fact  that 
they  have  made  a life-long  study  of  “ providing 
fora  rainy  day,”  and  with  the  advent  of  “The 
Tw'clfth”  there  issues  from  this  celebrated  firm  of 
waterproofers  a new  Illustrated  Shooting  List  ” 
for  the  season  1895-4.  We  may  here  remark 
tliat  this  firm  (who  are  the  recipients  of  thirteen 
medals  for  excellence  in  their  productions)  is  the 
only'  one  which  issues  “exclusive  sport  cata- 
logues.” The  angler  has  a catalogue  “ all  to 
himself,”  and  lovers  of  the  gun  will  find  in  this 
carefully-compiled  “ list  ” everything  up  to  date 
pertaining  to  their  sport. 
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WHEREIN  LIES  THE  CHARM  OF 
IZAAK  WALTON? 

Bv  COTSWOLI)  ISYS,  M.A. 


WuAT  constitutes  the  charm  of  Izaak  Walton  P 
What  is  the  secret  of  the  fascination  of  his 
“Complete  Angler”?  The  fact  is  patent  that 
such  a charm  and  such  a fascination  do  exist,  and 
have  existed  for  over  two  hundred  years.  When 
a work  has  had  a sale  of  over  one  hundred  editions, 
and  an  auth  or  has  obtained  a permanent  and  honour- 
able place  in  English  literature  ; when,  in  fact,  his 
work  has  attained  to  the  proud  position  of  an 
acknowledged  English  classic,  the  fact  is  beyond 
dispute  that  there  must  be  some  singular  charm 
about  both  to  account  for  this.  To  detect  the 
secret  of  that  charm,  and  to  define  precisely 
wherein  it  lies,  may  not  be  an  easy  matter.  It 
may  possibly  be  as  difiicult  to  analyse  as  the 
beauty  of  a rose,  or  the  odour  of  a viplet.  The 
attempt  to  do  so,  however,  may  he  interesting, 
and  may  not  be  without  its  value. 

In  considering  Izaak  Walton’s  charm  as  an 
author,  we  fasten  on  his  “ Complete  Angler,”  not 
only  because  it  is  that  work  with  which  his  fame 
is  chiefly  associated,  but  because  most  of  his  other 


the  nature  of  baits,  or  the  best  modes  of  catching 
fish.  In  fact,  in  all  these  respects,  and  in  regard 
also  to  its  disquisitions  on  natural  history,  it 
has  long  since  been  superseded  by  much  more 
scientific  and  practically  useful  books,  and  would 
long  ago  have  been  relegated  to  the  limbo  of 
oblivion  had  it  possessed  no  other  charm  than 
its  practical  utility.  Yet  anglers  read  it  still, 
and  read  it  with  intense  appreciation,  even  when 
they  smile  at  its  advice  and  directions  as  to  the 
technique  of  their  art. 

But  there  is  a still  stranger  fact  than  this,  and 
that  is,  that  though  it  be  a book  on  angling, 
written,  too,  especially  for  anglers,  it  is  read,  and 
read  with  delight,  by  people  who  are  not  anglers, 
and  who  do  not  care  a jot  for  fishing.  Books  on 
any  particular  sport  are  not  usually  read  by 
persons  who  have  no  interest  whatever  in  that 
sport.  Yet  here  is  a book  on  a particular  sport, 
and  a form  of  sport,  too,  that  is  commonly  more 
ridiculed  by  non-experts  than  any  other,  that 
non-experts  are  found  to  read,  and  to  read  with 
great  enjojment.  How  shall  we  account  for 
this?  By  what  spell  doth  this  “Ancient  Mari- 
nere  ” button-hple  them,  so  that,  by  means  of 
some  kind  of  fascination,  they  listen  to  a story 
for  the  subject  of  which  they  have  no  predilec- 


tion other  great  names,  of  whom  there  were  not 
a few)  last,  though,  with  one  exception,  greatest, 
John  Milton.  Tbus  he  lived  through  ten  years 
of  “ the  spacious  times  of  great  Elizabeth,” 
through  the  entire  reigns  of  James  L,  Charles  I., 
and  to  within  two  years  of  the  death  of  Charles 
II.  “ In  sooth  it  was  a goodly  time  ” to  create  a 
writer  with  Walton’s  native  tastes  and  genius, 
and  to  form  a style  .so  clear  and  fascinating,  “ for 
it  was  in  the  golden  prii tie  ” of  English  literature. 
Yet  what  a stormy  time!  It  may  take  some  of 
his  admirers  by  surprise  to  be  told  or  reminded 
that  within  the  life  of  Isaak  WaV  on,  occurred 
the  Gunpowder  Plot,  the  trial  of  H lOipden,  the 
Great  Rebellion,  the  rise  and  fall  c the  Common- 
wealth, the  execution  of  Charles  1 , the  Restora- 
tion of  Charles  IL,  the  Great  I’lagi  e,  the  Eire  of 
London,  and  that  the  year  of  his  death  brought 
forth  tlae  Rye  House  Plot.  Bat  what  is  still 
more  remarkable  is,  that  the  year  in  which  he 
published  his  first  edition  of  the  “Complete 
Angler”  was  16.5J,  or  the  very  climacteric  of  the 
Great  Rebellion,  the  year  in  which  Cromwell  dis- 
solved the  Long  Parliament. 

But  we  cannot  help  pausing  here  to  remark 
what  a passing  wonder  it  is  that,  living  through 
such  periods  of  political  and  ecclesiastical  agita- 
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wi  itings  are  comparatively  unknown,  and  because 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  they  owe  even  such 
fame  as  they  have,  rather  to  the  fact  that  they 
were  written  by  the  author  of  the  “ Complete 
Angler,”  than  lo  any  special  intrinsic  merit  of 
their  own.  He  was  the  author,  however,  of  the 
lives  of  Hooker  (prefixed  by  Keble  to  his  edition 
pf  Hooker’s  Works),  Sanderson,  Wotton,  Donne, 
and  George  Herbert.  All  these,  we  believe,  save 
those  of  Donne  and  Wotton,  were  written  subse- 
quently to  the  “Complete  Angler,”  after  his 
seventieth  year,  and,  meritorious  as  they  are,  it 
may  be  doubted  whether,  if  they  had  preceded 
thao  work,  they  would  ever  have  obtained  the 
success  that  attended  them.  No  work  could  be 
disregarded  that  bore  upon  its  title-page,  “ By 
the  author  of  the  ‘ Complete  Angler.’  ” 

We  may  begin  our  attempt  at  analysing  the 
charm  of  this  immortal  work  by  observing  that 
we  do  not  think  that  it  lies  in  that  which  some 
might  consider  its  chief  attraction,  namely,  in  its 
practical  value  as  a treatise  on  angling.  What- 
ever may  have  been  the  amount  of  its  usefulness 
in  this  respect  to  past  generations,  that  value  has 
long  since  passed  away.  Its  information,  so  far, 
is  very  antiquated,  and  no  angler  nowadays  ever 
thinks  of  consulting  it  to  obtain  patterns  of  flies. 


tion  ? What  is  there  in  his  glittering  eye  that 
can  hold  them,  even  when  they  would  be  gone,  to 
eagerly  attend  to  his  garrulity  on  a subject  that 
they  really  do  not  care  for  at  all,  and  which 
in  itself  is  even  distasteful  to  them  P Can 
we  approach  to  any  rationale  of  this  phenome- 
non P 

Something  is  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  pure  Saxon- 
English  of  Walton’s  style.  He  wrote  at  a 
singularly  favourable  time  for  the  style  of  such 
a work.  The  “well  of  English  undefiled”  was 
as  yet  in  its  early  purity  and  freshness.  Shake- 
speare and  Spenser  had  purified  and  invigorated  it, 
and  around  it  grew  the  Hesperidean  gardens,  rich 
with  the  flowers  and  fruits  that  their  hands  had 
planted.  Shakespeare  was  born  twenty-nine  years 
before  Walton,  and  died  sixty-seven  years  before 
Walton  died,  so  that  the  latter  was  contemporary 
with  Shakespeare  for  twentv-three  years.  He  was 
also  contemporary  with  Raleigh,  Bacon,  Ben 
.Jonson,  Beaumont,  and  Fletcher.  When  Edmund 
Spenser  died  Walton  was  six  years  old,  and 
when  Richard  Hooker  died  he  was  seven.  He 
was  also  the  contemporary  of  Robert  Herrick, 
George  Herbert  (who  was  born  in  the  same  year 
with  him).  Francis  Quarles,  Bishop  Hall,  Selden, 
Thomas  Fuller,  Jeremy  Taylor,  and  (not  to  men- 


tion, this  “ contemplative  man’s  recreation  ” 
should  be  so  marvellously  free  from  all  the  tur- 
moil, and  that  he  should  with  such  success  have 
practised  his  advice  to  “ study  to  be  quiet  and  to 
go  a-fishing,”  unmoved,  apparently,  by  any  of  these 
stormy  controversies  of  his  age,  and  that  in  these 
peaceful  pages  there  should  hardly  be  any  allu- 
sion to  them  ! The  only  allusions  we  detect  are 
simply  in  the  form  of  playful  humour,  as  where 
he  slyly  remarks  concerning  the  wrangle  of  the 
gipsies  over  the  sovereign.  “ Only  we  that  have 
lived  these  last  twenty  years  are  certain  that 
money  has  been  able  to  do  much  mischief. 
What  an  encomium  upon  his  beloved  art  this 
single  fact  is  ! What  a power  there  must  be  in 
angling  that  it  can  thus  “ soothe  the  savage 
breast,”  or,  rather,  prevent  the  breast  from  being 
made  savage,  and  cause  it  to  be  so  tranquil,  even 
in  times  of  great  turmoil  and  unrest ! So  free  is 
his  great  work  from  every  sign  of  politica.1  or 
other  excitement  that  it  might  have  been  written 
in  Sidney’s  “ Arcadia,”  or  in  the  Land  of  the 
Lotus-eaters — 

“ A land 

In  which  it  seemed  always  afternoon,” 
and  he  might  have  said  with  the  manners,  who 
had  become  sick  of  all  the  turmoil — 
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“We  have  had  enough  of  action,  and  of  motion  wo, 
Koll'd  to  starboard,  roll’d  to  larboard,  when  the  surge 
was  seething  free. 

Where  the  wallowing  monster  spouted  his  foam  foun- 
tains in  the  sea, 

Let  us  swear  an  oath  and  keep  it  with  an  equal  mind, 

In  the  Lotus-land  to  live  and  die  reclined  • 

On  the  hills  like  gods  together,  careless  of  mankind.” 
And  this  sweet  calm  is  one  of  the  secret  channs 
of  his  book.  It  is  so  pleasant  amid  all  the  agita- 
tions of  life  to  be  brought  by  any  writer  into  a 
region  of  tranquillity,  and  to  feel  the  spell  of  a 
lullaby  that  can  for  a brief  while  soothe  ns  and 
drive  dull  care  away.  Izaak  Walton  will  not 
allow  us  to  think  that  he  really  lived  in  stormy 
times  ; and,  what  is  more,  while  we  have  his  book 
in  our  hand,  he  will  not  allow  us  to  remember 
that  we  do,  if  such  should  be  our  lot.  We  have 
used  language  of  him  elsewhere  in  which  we  may 
be  allowed  to  express  our  thought  of  him  here — 
Above  two  centuries,  thy  word 
Hath  hovered  like  a holy  bird  ; 

And  still  thy  calming  voice  is  heard 
’Mid  strife  and  jostle  : 

Thou  art  as  to  the  wheel  the  grease  ; 

Like  balm  that  bids  the  fever  cease. 

The  Laureate  of  holy  Peace, 

Content’s  Apostle. 

There  is,  further,  considerable  attractiveiies.s 
in  the  dramatic  form  of  the  “ Complete  Angler.’ 


Venator  and  Auceps  had  extolled  the  superiority 
respectively  of  hunting  and  hawking  by  dwelling 
on  the  virtues  of  land  in  the  one  case,  and  of  air 
in  the  other.  But  the  way  in  which  Piscator 
shotvs  the  far  superior  virtues  of  water  is  over- 
whelming. Water  was  older  than  earth  or  air, 
being  “ the  eldest  daughter  of  Creation,  the  ele- 
ment on  which  the  Spirit  of  God  did  move.  ’ It 
was  more  productive  than  earth  or  air.  The  fish 
that  grew  in  it  were  bigger  than  any  anirnals 
found  in  earth  or  air — “ the  whale  being 
three  times  as  big  as  the  mighty  elephant.”  E ven 
rivers — and  in  proof  of  this  he  quotes  Pliny — 
bringing  forth  the  fish  called  the  halmna,  or 
whirlpool,  so  long  and  broad  as  to  take  up  more 
in  length  and  breadth  than  two  acres  of  ground  !” 
and  “ there  being  eels  in  the  Ganges  oOft.  long.” 
But  the  sacred  argument  is  tremendous.  “ Moses 
appointed  fish  to  be  the  chief  diet  for  the  best 
commonwealth  that  ever  was.”  (We  think  our 
zealot  here  stretches  a point).  David,  in  that 
Psalm  “ wherein  for  height  of  poetry  and  wonders, 
he  seems  to  exceed  himself,  doth  there  express 
himself  in  choice  metaphors,  even  to  the  amaze- 
ment of  a contemplative  reader,  concerning  the 
sea,  the  rivers,  and  the  fish  therein  contained.” 
Then,  out  of  twelve  apostles,  “ our  Saviour  chose 
four  that  were  simple  fishermen — I fay  (he  ex- 


j the  hound  of  Venator  nor  the  hawk  of  Auceps 
could  more  effectually  drag  forth  the  otter,  or 
bring  down  the  quarry,  than  doth  Piscator  strike 
his  hook  home  into  both  their  mouths. 

And  how  could  he  demonstrate  this  proved 
superiority  better  than  by  causing  these  devotees 
to  their  respective  sports  to  become  enthusiastic 
converts  to  his  ? They  both  become  his  pupils, 
and  eventually  as  fervent  admirers  of  his  beloved 
sport  as  himself.  Thus  does  he  triumph  both  over 
hunting  and  hawking,  by  leading  them  as  cap- 
tives behind  his  rod  and  line.  In  short,  as  to 
form,  the  “ Complete  Angler  ” is  a charming 
English  idyll,  glowing  with  poetry,  constructed 
I with  art,  and  fragrant  with  the  scent  of  fresh- 
mown  hay  or  the  author’s  own  sweet  lavender. 

But  I do  not  think  that  we  shall  find  the  great 
charm  of  the  book  in  its  mere  form,  or  in  its  art. 
It  is  rather  to  be  found  in  the  spirit  that  lies 
under  the  form,  and  inspires  the  art.  And  I 
think  the  chief  ingredient  of  this  is  its  enthu- 
siasm. This  is  the  all-pervading  characteristic 
of  it  from  the  first  page  to  the  last,  as  may  be 
sufficiently  seen  from  the  examples  above  given. 
Frequently  does  Walton  say,  in  so  many  words, 
but  every  line  of  his  book  breathes  out  the  senti- 
ment, “There  is  nothing  like  angling!”  This 
enthusiasm  for  his  beloved  art  made  him  not 


The  instruction  that  it  contains  is  conveyed  in 
the  Socraiic  form  of  dialogue,  or  conversation 
with  pupils  and  friends;  but  here  the  Socratic 
method  passes  into  the  dramatic.  There  are  a 
series  of  sweet  pastoral  scenes,  and  there  appear 
on  the  stage  a variety  of  dramatis  personce. 
These  are,  the  Master  himself,  or  Piscator, 
Venator,  Auceps,  Peter,  Coridon,  a Milkmaid, 
Host  and  Hostess,  &c.,  and  all  these  play  their 
varied  parts  and  help  to  develop  the  main  theme, 
viz.,  the  delight.s  of  angling.  Most  of  these  give 
interludes  of  sweet  lyrics  (some  original,  but 
most  ((noted  from  others),  and  embody  choice  | 
ethical  philosophy  in  the  form  of  verse  ; while  | 
quips  and  cranks  that  sparkle  with  ijuaiut  ■ 
humour  croj)  up  continually  in  their  conversa-  1 
tion.  His  pupils  are  not  mere  listeners,  or  mere 
debater.^,  as  in  the  Socratic  method,  but  they 
speak  and  act  and  sing,  and  they  do  it  in  the 
midst  of  lovely  j)astoral  scenery. 

There  is  real  dramatic  art,  too,  in  the  way  in 
which  he  brings  out  the  superiority  of  angling  to 
all  other  sports,  by  allowing  Venator  to  extol  to 
the  full  the  delights  of  hunting,  and  Auceps  of 
hawking,  and  then,  after  he  has  given  them  full 
fling  to  say  all  that  can  be  said  m their  favour, 
using  their  very  arguments  as  his  ground  for 
triumphantly  proving  the  superiority  of  angling. 


ON  THE  LYNN,  N.  DEVON. 

(From  a Photograpli  Iiy  Mr.  A.  A.  Chancellor,  of  Bichmond,  Surrey.) 

claims  in  his  ardour)  four  out  of  twelve  !”  And 
these  four,  too,  had  priority  of  nomination.  More- 
over, He  never  rebuked  them  as  he  did  the 
publicans,  money-changers,  &c.,  for  the  sinfulness 
of  their  previous  calling.  The  favoured  three 
that  witnessed  His  transfiguration  were  all  fisher- 
men. Yea,  it  is  to  be  believed,  that  all  the  other 
apostles,  after  they  betook  themselves  to  follow 
Christ,  betook  themselves  to  be  fishermen  too,  for 
the  greater  number  of  them  were  found  together 
fishing  after  His  resurrection.” 

Moreover,  in  the  ancient  ecclesiastical  canons, 

“ hunting  was  forbidden  to  churchmen,  but 
angling  was  ever  allowed  to  them,  as  being  a 
harmless  and  fitting  recreation.”  While  the  best 
and  most  learned  of  the  clergy  of  the  Church  of 
England  had  been  devoted  lovers  of  the  angle,  as 
witness  Dr.  Whittaker,  and  “that  under- valuer 
of  money,  the  late  Provost  of  Eton,  Sir  Henry 
Wotton,”  and  Dean  Nowel,  the  author  of  the 
Catechism  of  the  I’rayer-Book,  who  " spent  a 
tenth  part  of  his  time  in  angling,’’  and  whose 
portrait  in  Brazenosc  College  shows  him  “ lean- 
ing on  his  desk,  with  his  Bible  before  him,  and  on 
one  hand  of  him  his  lines,  hooks,  and  othertackling 
lying  in  a round,”  and  who  lived  to  the  age  of 
ninety-five  years,  “ angling  and  temperance  being 
the  great  causes  of  these  blessings  I”  Neither 


only  forget,  as  we  have  observed,  all  poli- 
tical convulsions  and  all  private  cares,  but 
it  seems  to  absorb  every  other  feeling, 
save  that  of  delight  in  higher  and  more 
spiritual  things.  “Indeed,”  he  exclaims  to  his 
pupil,  “ my  good  scholar,  we  may  say  of  angling 
as  Dr.  Boteler  said  of  strawberries,  ‘ Doubtless 
God  could  have  made  a better  berry,  but  doubt- 
less God  never  did  ’ ; and  so,  if  I might  be  judge, 

‘ God  never  did  make  a more  calm,  quiet,  inno- 
cent recreation  than  angling.’  ” And  forthwith 
he  bursts  into  song — into  the  calm,  sweet  strains 
of  his  loveliest  poem.  Nothing  but  enthusiasm 
can  l)eget  genuine  poetry,  and  it  was  this  that 
made  a poet  of  Walton  ; and  if  he  had  written 
nothing  but  his  “ Anglers’  Wish  ” (which  it  is  un- 
necessary to  quote,  being  so  well  known),  he 
would  have  preserved  the  place  he  has  found 
among  the  poets  of  the  seventeenth  century.  It 
is  a lovely  lyric,  soothing  in  its  musical  ripple  as 
the  flow  of  the  river  by  which  it  was  written,  and 
bright  as  its  “ primrose  bank,”  and  it  tersely 
embodies  the  si)irit  of  the  whole  book.  He  does 
not  love  his  “ Kenua  ” (his  second  wife,  the  sister 
of  the  good  Bishop  Ken,  the  author  of  the 
Morning  Hymn,  “Awake,  mj^  soul,  and  with  the 
sun  ”)  more  than  he  does  his  angle.  The  great 
charm  of  even  her  singing  would  be  half  lost  if 
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it  were  not  sung  in  tliose  “ (lowery  meads  ” wlioro 
he  “ witii  Ins  angle  did  rejoice.”  We  believe,  wo 
repeat,  the  chief  charm  of  the  book  lies  here,  and 
it  is  this  that  has  made  it  such  a power  in  the 
creating  of  anglers.  The  effect  of  this  enthusiasm 
is  seen  in  the  words  of  Venator,  who  exclaims, 
after  hearing  Piscator’s  glowing  account  of  all 
the  marvels  of  the  water,  “ Sir,  take  what  liberty 
you  think  fit,  for  your  discourse  seems  to  be 
music,  iind  charms  me  to  attention.”  How  many 
anglers  date  “their  first  impressions  ” as  to  the 
charms  of  fishing  to  the  reading  of  this  book  ! 
And  no  wonder,  for  there  is  nothing  so  contagious 
as  genuine  enthusiasm.  Nothing  but  it  will  make 
disciples.  Half-heartedness  will  never  do  it,  in 
religion  or  in  anything  else ; and  few  can  come 
under  the  power  of  enthusiasm  without  being 
carried  away  by  it.  We  think  we  may  add  that 
it  is  only  the  literature  of  enthusiasm  that  lives  ; 
and  it  works  as  long  as  it  lives.  Hence  this  book 
will  always  have  power,  not  only  to  charm, 
but  to  recruit  and  multiply  disciples  of  the 
angle. 

There  are  two  additional  charms,  however, 
about  the  enthusiasm  of  Izaak  Walton,  and  with 
a remark  or  two  on  these  we  will  conclude.  One 


atmos]ihcre  bathed  in  the  radiance,  and  up  to  the  j 
natural  climax  of  his  happiness. 

'I'hen  it  is  to  be  particularly  noted,  it  is  the 
cheerfulness  of  old  age.  Izaak  Walton  was  sixty 
years  of  age  when  he  published  the  first  edition 
of  “The  Oomplete  Angler.”  Now  cheery  old 
age  is  far  more  charming  than  the  hilarity  of 
youth.  Is  there  anything  more  delightful  than 
to  see  a thoroughly  contented,  happy  and  cheer- 
ful old  man  F We  usually  look  for  peevishness 
and  discontent  in  old  age,  and  a sedateness  that 
amounts  too  often  to  a repellent  gloom.  Shake- 
speare gives  us  its  usual  characteristics  thus  : 
These  old  fellows 

Have  their  ingratitude  in  them  hereditary  : 

Their  blood  is  caked,  ’tis  cold,  it  seldom  flows  ; 

’Tis  lack  of  kindly  warmth  ; they  are  not  kind  ; 

And  nature,  as  it  grows  again  towards  earth, 

Is  fashioned  for  the  iourney,  dull  and  heavy. 

While  another  poet  says : r ,, 

^ •'  [our  frame. 

And  when  old  age  with  all  its  pains  has  come  upon 
Old  age  that  makes  the  ugly  and  beautiful  the  same. 
What  evil  cares  come  round  the  heart,  and  wear  it  all 
away  ! 

’Tis  no  delight  to  look  upon  the  brightest  summer  day — 
The  little  children  hate  us  then,  and  women  but  despise. 
So  sad  a thing  the  gods  have  set  old  age  before  our  eyes. 


in  spring  sunshine,  a bright  blue  .sky  above,  and 
bloom  ajid  beauty  on  every  side.  Who,  then,  can 
wonder  at  the  charm  of  this  genial  old  Prospero 
whose  wand  has  brought  us  thither  ? VVliat 
does  this  sad  world  owe  to  one  who  has  wielded 
such  a wa?id  over  eight  generations  of  men  F 
1 cannot  conclude  this  article  without  calling 
attention  to  the  super!)  edition  of  Walton  by  Mi’. 
II.  B.  Marston.  The  edition  de  luxe  is  the  ne  plus 
ultra,  of  excellence  as  to  careful  editorship,  typo- 
graphical beauty,  and  pictorial  art.  “The  Life 
of  Walton,”  which  the  editor  has  prefixed  to  it, 
is  replete  with  interesting  matter  that  will  not 
be  found  in  any  other  edition,  while  the  editor’s 
enthusiastic  admiration  for  his  subject  is  under 
the  complete  control  of  a very  sober  judgment. 
The  book  is  in  itself  a monument  to  Walton,  and 
far  better  than  marble. 


ON  THE  LYNN,  N.  DEVON. 


One  of  the  most  charming  valleys  we  know  is 
that  through  which  runs  the  Lynn  in  N.  Devon. 
This  stream  breeds  great  quantities  of  trout,  and 
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is  that  it  is  such  a bright  and  cheery  enthusiasm. 
For,  though  there  is  always  power  in  enthusiasm 
it  is  not  always  that  its  charming  power  is  equal 
to  its  fascination.  Savonarola  was  an  enthu  siast 
and  so  was  John  Knox  and  George  Fox ; but, 
though  their  utterances  and  writings  have  a 
fascinating  power,  it  is  a gloomy  and  severe 
fascination.  With  their  serious  subjects,  and 
under  their  circumstances,  this  could  hardly  have 
been  otherwise.  Still,  they  have  not  the  power 
to  charm  and  delight  that  Walton  has.  He  was 
essentially  such  a bright  cheery  soul.  His  spirit 
is  bathed  in  sunshine.  There  is  always  a smile 
upon  his  face,  and  a twinkle  of  merriment  round 
his  eye.  And  he  takes  every  trouble  so  jihilo- 
sophically.  If  a heavy  storm  drives  him  away 
from  the  river,  he  retires  merrily  to  sit  under  a 
honeysuckle  hedge,  not  to  grumble  at  the  storm 
and  to  curse  his  ill  luck,  but  to  chat  merrily  with 
his  “ scholar  ” on  fish  and  baits,  and  to  show 
him  how  much  there  is  to  be  thankful  for  in  that 
they  are  I “free  from  toothache”  and  so  many 
of  the  other  ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to.  This  thank- 
fulness for  mere  negative  mercies  is  very  beauti- 
ful. Thus  he  often  merges  into  religious  and  devout 
reflections,  but  even  then  it  is  not  a descent 
into  a region  of  gloom,  but  a rising  into  an 


THE  SHANNON  AT  KILLALOE. 

(From  a Photograph  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Taylor,  of  the  Piscatorial  Society.) 

I Not  so,  however,  with  “ these  old  fellows,” 
Walton,  Dean  Nowel,  Dean  Colet,  and  other 
brothers  of  the  angle.  Their  blood  was  certainly 
not  caked,  but  it  flowed  through  their  old  bark  like 
1 the  sap  in  spring.  And  we  will  engage  to  say  that 
the  little  children  did  not  hate  them,  but  knew  that 
I they  might  tug  at  their  jerkins,  and  ask,  “ Have 
j you  caught  anything,  sir  F ” and  be  sure  of  a 
I smile  in  return. 

j Or,  if  old  age  be  not  morose,  such  cheerfulness 
as  it  has  is  too  often  silly  or  childish — the  really 
I melancholy  incongruity  of  second  childhood. 

I But  when  we  see  an  old  man  who  is  neither 
' morose  nor  childish — whose  intellect  is  clear  and 
j strong  and  sage,  but  whose  spirits  are  yet  buoy- 
ant— whose  old  age  is  green — whose  heart,  like 
■ Wordsworth’s,  “leaps  up  when  he  beholds  a rain- 
bow in  the  sky,”  who  has  the  feelings  of  youth, 
j together  with 

The  sober  colouring  of  an  eye 
I That  hath  kept  watch  o’er  man’s  mortality, 

I then  there  is  the  sweet  charm  of  surprise  in 
the  unwonted  sight,  and  this  charm  we  find  in 
j Izaak  Walton.  To  read  him  is  like  taking  a j 
I trip  in  winter  to  the  Eiviera.  It  is  the  season  of  I 
! fog  and  cold  and  snow,  but,  taking  a short  journey  j 
' thither,  we  open  onr  eyes  on  a landscape  dancing  [ 


all  the  deep  holes  contain  fish  of  a good  size ; 
those  which  usually  figure  in  the  creels  of  visitors 
are  from  the  streams  and  broken  waters  and  do 
not  run  large.  Day  and  weekly  tickets  for  fishing 
are  issued.  Our  picture  is  from  a photograph  by 
Mr.  A.  A.  Chancellor. 


THE  SHANNON  AT  KILLALOE. 


The  photo-engraving  of  this  view,  which  we 
give  this  week,  is  from  a photograph  by  Mr. 
H.  W.  Taylor,  of  the  Piscatorial  Society.  ' It  is 
taken  from  the  Station-road,  and  shows  the  free 
water — the  half-moon  shaped  piece  on  the  right  of 
the  picture.  So  many  of  our  readers  have  fished 
at  Killaloe  that  we  feel  sure  Mr.  Taylor’s  picture 
will  be  appreciated. 

The  following  account  of  the  fishing  is  from 
the  Angler  s Diary  : 

Killaloe  (Clare). — W.  & L.R.  On  the  Shannon ; 
salmon  and  trout ; trouting  free.  Loch  Derg  lies 
above  the  town ; trout,  pike,  perch,  salmon  ; fish- 
ing very  good,  and  free,  especially  in  the  May-fly 
time;  boat  and  two  men  lOs.  The  best  trout 
flies  are  an  orange  body,  a little  tinsel,  a rail’s 
wing,  [lartridge  hackle.  A green  body,  red 
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hackle,  and  starling’s  wing.  A grouse  hackle, 
with  orange  body.  A yellow  body,  ribbed  with 
gold,  and  rail’s  wing.  Limerick  is  distant  twelve 
miles.  The  Gillaro  trout  is  found  in  Derg.  There 
are  plenty  of  pike  and  perch.  By  staying  at  the 
Royal  Hotel  good  fishing  may  be  had,  hoth  salmon 
and  trout,  free.  iUr.  R.  M.  Grace,  Ayle  Vaue 
Cottage,  sometimes  has  salmon  fishing  to  let. 
Peal  fishing  in  the  river  is  very  good  about  June. 
Jjeave  not  difficult  to  get.  The  trouting  very 
good.  In  the  rapids  below  the  weir  is  .some  of 
the  best  public  trouting  in  Ireland.  Mostly  fished 
from  a boat.  The  executors  of  Mr.  Speight  give 
leave  for  liis  preserves,  a hoat  and  two  men  to  be 
employed  at  Os.  a day,  and  fish  to  be  given  up. 
There  is  half  a mile  of  water  free  for  salmon,  on 
which  a fish  may  he  killed  occasionally  in  high 
water.  The  following  is  recommended  as  a good 
fly  in  hot  weather : Tail  dressed  small,  a golden 
pheasant  topknot ; body,  green  peacock  herl 
ribbed  with  gold  ; legs,  jay’s  blue  speckled  feather; 
wings,  half-a-dozen  small  golden  phpasants’  top- 
knot.  This  fly  may  be  varied  with  an  apple- 
green  floss  silk  body. 


SPRING  AND  SUMMER  RAMBLES. 


With  every  desire  to  maintain  my  long-esta- 
blished character  as  a steady-going  business  man, 

I am  bound  to  confess,  and  1 do  so  with  some 
compunction,  that  of  late  I have  done  much  that 
is  not  quite  consistent  with  that  respectable 
character. 

I have  been  a wanderer  from  my  stool  and  my 
desk  ; my  office  has  been  too  frequently  deserted. 

I must  see  to  it,  that  I do  not  set  too  lax  an 
example  to  my  young  confreres.  I find  that  I am 
now  looked  upon  by  them  as  one  of  the  ancients ; 
they  urge  me  to  think  of  my  precious  health, 
and  beg  me  to  go  away  into  the  country  for  a 
change  of  air.  On  some  such  flimsy  pretences 
as  these  I have  this  year  frequently  been  be- 
guiled to  take  many  a week-end  run  into  the 
country.  At  Easter  time  I took  quite  a long 
turn  by  the  waterside  of  our  delightful  Itchen. 
Piscator  Major  w^as  with  me,  and  we  had  a very 
jolly  time,  which  has  already  been  written  about 
in  this  paper. 

Then  a little  later  in  the  month  of  April  I found 
myself  and  some  members  of  my  family  at 
Worthing.  On  this  occasion  I was  not  on  fishing 
bent.  At  that  time  we  were  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  splendid  sunny  weather,  and  were  only 
just  beginning  to  wonder  when  rain  was  coming, 
for  the  trees  were  budding  and  bursting  forth 
into  leaf  and  bloom,  but  there  was  no  grass  on 
the  fac5  of  the  fields,  which  already  felt  the 
unusual  drought,  and  it  was  pitiful  to  see  the 
poor  cattle  and  sheep  wandering  disconsolately 
over  the  brown  close-cropped  meadows.  We 
enjoyed  our  stay  at  quiet  Worthing  very  much, 
C(uite  unconscious  of  the  terrible  disaster  which 
was  then  brooding,  and  which  has  since  smitten 
that  favourite  resort.  There  are  many  charming 
walks  and  drives  in  that  neighbourhood.  One 
day  I wandered  over  the  Downs  as  far  as  Chanc- 
tonbury  Ring,  a most  picturesque  spot,  wdiere  one 
gets  a grand  view  of  the  country  looking  north- 
wards and  westwards  towards  Brighton.  Here 
amongst  the  furze  bushes  on  the  sunny  little 
banks  I kept  a look  out  for  snakes  and 
adders,  for  this  was  just  the  place  for  them, 
and  this  the  time  when  one  might  expect  to 
see  them ; but  I saw'  none.  I met  an  old 
shepherd  who  for  many  years  had  been  monarch 
of  all  he  surveyed  round  “ the  Ring.”  From  him  I 
learnt  that  the  place  used  to  swarm  with  adders,  but 
he  had  waged  such  constant  war  against  them  that 
they  may  be  said  practically  to  be  exterminated. 
He  told  me  that  the  very  best  cure  for  an  adder’s 
bite  is  an  adder’s  fat — you  cut  a strip  out  of  the 
back.  Now  I am  not  quite  sure  whether  the  fat 
has  to  be  eaten  or  only  applied  to  the  wound.  I 
think  a little  of  both  would  be  good.  I have 
slaughtered  many  of  these  creatures  in  my 
boyish  days,  by  a good  swish  on  the  tail  with  a 
hazel  rod.  This  may  account  for  my  desire,  in 
my  old  age,  to  renew  acquaintance  with  them. 

Now  that  we  have  advanced  so  much  further 
into  summer,  and  liave  become  accustomed  to  the 
sights  and  scents  of  all  kinds  of  flowers,  one 
almost  wonders  at  the  childish  delight  one  feels  at 
the  first  sight  of  a bright  bunch  of  milk-white  May. 
Here  and  there  in  the  hedgerows  I came  across 


many  white  and  pink  May  trees  ]ust  bursting  into 
bloom.  These  and  the  pink-tipped  apple  blossoms 
are  amongst  the  first  harbingers  of  spring. 

A few  days  later  on  we  took  a drive  through 
the  extensive  and  lovely  park  which  surrounds 
and  overhangs  the  fair  Castle  of  Arundel.  Here 
the  foliage  was  just  bursting  into  leaf  ; but  the 
undul  -.ting  meads  and  bosky  dells  were  sad  to 
see,  for  the  long  drought  and  the  hot  sun  had 
burnt  up  the  grass,  and  lefc  the  ground  bare  and 
hard  and  pastureless.  The  deer  were  hprded 
together  in  the  shadiest  spots,  for  the  sun  was 
fierce  as  midsummer,  and  they  had  still  to  be  fed 
with  hay  strewn  over  the  brown  fillow-like  pas- 
ture. it  was  curious  to  notice  hei’o  and  there, 
far  away  from  the  herd,  a solitary  and  melancholy 
buck  standing  beneath  a spreading  oak,  and 
looking  the  very  picture  of  misery,  as  if  for  some 
misdeed  he  had  been  banished  from  the  herd,  and 
was  weeping  and  bemoaning  the  hardness  of  his 
fate.  We  saw  three  of  these  “solitaries”  in  far- 
away nooks  of  the  park. 

We  returned  by  way  of  the  cool  and  pleasant 
dairies,  where  we  refreshed  ourselves  with  deli- 
cious Alderney  milk,  and  laid  in  a supply  of  the 
sweetest  of  fresh  butter  and  eggs. 

Here  in  the  park  we  first  heard  the  monotonous 
song  of  the  cuckoo,  and  our  coachman  drew  our 
attention  to  a nightingale’s  sweet  warble,  almost 
lost  in  the  noisy  songs  of  scores  of  other  birds. 

I had  an  idea  that  the  nightingale  sings  only  at 
night,  but  I find  this  is  not  correct.  He  sings 
like  other  birds  by  day,  but  his  note  is  not  then 
so  distinguishable  as  when  he  has  all  to  himself 
the  solitude  of  night  to  utter  his  thrilling  notes. 
This  “ chiefest  of  the  little  nimble  musicians  of 
the  air,  that  warble  forth  their  curious  ditties 
with  which  nature  has  furnished  them  to  the 
shame  of  art,”  as  says  Izaak  Walton,  is  peculiar 
in  his  choice  of  locality.  He  is  never  found  in 
Cornwall  and  South  Devon,  the  climate  of  which 
would  seem  to  suit  best  his  delicate  nature;  nor 
is  he  often  found  north  of  the  Trent. 

A day  or  two  later  we  migrated  to  Shanklin 
in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  which  we  made  our  head- 
quarters for  rambles  and  drives  and  railway 
trips  to  different  parts.  One  very  interesting 
spot  is  the  Old  Roman  Villi  discovered  a few 
years  ago  at  Morton  Farm  between  Sandown  and 
Brading — a place  which  no  visitor  to  the  island 
should  leave  without  seeing.  It  has  now  been 
very  extensively  developed.  Curious  mosaic 
pavements  of  singular  mythological  designs, 
black  pottery,  old  bones,  a human  skull,  iron 
nails,  fragments  of  glass,  a remarkable  lock,  &c. 
No  less  than  ^thirty-six  chambers  have  already 
been  opened  up. 

Another  day  we  drove  to  Alum  Bay  and  walked 
over  the  downs  to  the  Needles.  A pleasant  drive 
it  was,  for  it  was  just  the  time  when  furze  and 
broom  were  in  fullest  bloom.  Roadsides  were 
lined  with  gold,  and  the  patches  of  golden  masses 
on  the  hillsides  were  a pleasant  relief  to  the 
otherwise  brown  of  the  downs,  burnt  up  by  the 
long  drought.  I never  saw  furze  in  such  absolute 
perfection.  We  passed  a smxll  tablet  on  the 
edge  of  the  cliff  which  marked  the  spot  where  a 
hapless  wayfarer  a year  ago  had  lost  his  way  in 
the  fog  and  fallen  over  into  the  sea.  Now  a 
broad  chalk  path  has  been  cut  across  the  hillside, 
which  can  scarcely  be  missed  in  the  darkest 
night.  It  was  curious  to  notice  a score  of  long- 
horned  sheep  standing  on  the  highest  peak  of  the 
cliff.  They  seemed  to  be  looking  out  to  sea,  and 
longing  to  get  down  to  the  water,  as  if  that  would 
quench  the  thirot  from  which  they  must  have 
been  suffering,  for  certainly  no  lush  herbage  was 
to  be  found  on  that  bare  and  burnt-up  hill. 

A cuckoo  was  sitting  on  a rail  not  far  from  our 
path,  and  playing  such  curious  pranks,  singing 
and  flitting  about  the  hushes,  that  I thought  she 
must  be  nesting  somewhere  thereabouts.  She 
flew  away  at  our  apprcach,  but  there  she  was 
again  on  the  same  rail  when  we  returned.  I 
searched  about  amongst  the  bushes  in  the  hope  of 
finding  some  nest — not  her  own,  of  course — ^in 
which  she  had  deposited  her  eggs,  but  I failed  to 
find  one.  Evidently  there  was  .some  special 
atti’action  for  her  at  that  spot,  for  we  heard  her 
note  and  saw  her  return  there  when  we  had  got 
some  distance  away'.  Her  mate  was  answering 
her  from  a long  way  off.  It  is  sur|irising  what  a 
distance  that  monotonous  cuckoo  note  can  ’oe 
heard. 

May  17  was  remarkable  for  the  fact  that  a little 


rain  fell  at  Shanklin  for  the  first  time  for  about 
ten  weeks. 

Ofi  the  20th  I found  myself  again  on  the 
banks  of  the  Itchen,  and  with  an  interesting  com- 
pany, for  the  early  May-fly.  We  bad  a good  time 
and  excellent  sport,  bui.  the  story  of  that  time  has 
already  been  told  in  the FishingOaeettehy  “ Piscator 
Major.”  I fished,  of  course,  and  with  good  success, 
but  I was  quite  as  well  pleased  to  sit  idly  under 
a tree  or  a hedge  or  on  the  bench  in  front  of  our 
humble  straw-thatched  hut  and  watch  the  skilful 
performance  of  my  friends.  I must  say  I was 
equally  interested  in  watching  the  antics  of  that 
amusing  but  timid  little  reed  bird,  the  black- 
capped  bunting,  sometimes  so  shy  that  he  will  not 
permit  himself  to  be  seen;  at  another  time  so 
bold  that  he  would  flit  across  from  the  opposite 
bank  and  twitter  on  a rail  within  a few  yards  of 
me.  It  is  delightful  to  hear  the  yellow-hammer’s 
song — his  only  song  ; 

A little  bit  of  bread  and  no  cheese. 

Or  the  skylark  singing: 

Up  in  the  lift  go  we, 

Tehee,  tehee,  tehee,  tehee  ! 

There’s  not  a shoemaker  on  the  earth 
Can  make  a shoe  to  me,  to  me  ! 

Why  so  ? Why  so  ? Why  so? 

Because  my  hefel  is  as  long  as  my  toe. 

— Prom  Chambers,  quoted  by  Swainson. 

On  the  27chl  went  down  again  for  a few  hours’ 
fishing,  but  it  came  to  nothing.  It  was  a scorch- 
ing time.  I did  little  but  sit  on  the  bench  in  the 
shade  of  our  beautiful  May  tree  watching  and 
waiting  for  a rise.  Water  as  clear  as  crystal, 
reflecting  with  perfect  distinctness  streaks  of 
blue  sky  and  flitting  white  clouds — not  a May-fly 
or  insect  of  any  kind  was  to  be  seen  on  the  placid 
surface,  which  was  never  disturbed  by  the  slightest 
motion  of  a fish.  Sedgebirds  twittering  in  the 
reeds,  rooks  cawing  in  the  trees,  waiting  to  come 
down  to  the  lush  water  meadows  from  which  my 
presence  kept  them  away,  peewits  floating  about 
overhead,  chaffinches  and  robins  singing  in  the 
woods,  starlings  feeding  their  young  ones  in  the 
trees  ; a gentle  north-west  breeze  blowing  ; fishing 
a useless  waste  of  strength.  Yonder — as  pleasant 
a sight  as  any  of  the  pleasant  sights  around — 
comes  a boy  with  a basket  filled  with  good  things 
specially  intended  for  consumption  in  the  straw- 
covered  cabin  sacred  to  piscators. 

For  my  own  part  I repeat  what  I have  said  be- 
fore, if  the  catching  of  fish  was  the  only  pleasure 
to  be  derived  from  going  a-fishing,  I for  one 
should  necessarily  soon  get  tired  of  it.  Is  there 
nothing,  then,  in  the  pleasant  exercise  of  casting 
your  fly  over  the  water  and  watching  it  float 
upright  and  steadily  over  a rising  fish,  even  if 
that  educated  sharp-eyed  trout  or  grayling 
scorns  to  be  beguiled  by  it  P “ The  barbed 
betrayer,”  as  Canon  Scott-Holland  calls  it,  will 
not  always  “ betray,”  even  when  cast  by  the  most 
cunning  hand ; were  it  not  so,  where  is  the  trout 
stream  in  this  beautiful  island  of  ours  that  would 
not  soon  be  denuded  of  its  finest  fish? 

Is  there  nothing  in  the  lovely  surroundings  of 
a pleasant  river  P “ The  barbed  betrayer  ” is 
sometimes  guilty  of  a worse  deed  than  even 
betraying  a lusty  trout  or  grayling.  The  other 
day  as  I was  crossing  a plank  bridge  over  a 
stream  and,  gently  swaying  my  fly  in  the  air,  I 
felt  a sudden  tug — and  there,  betrayed  by  this 
perfect  resemblance  of  an  insect,  was  a poor  little 
sand-martin,  struggling  and  fluttering  and 
terribly  frightened.  Evidently  its  quick  little 
eye  had  discovered  its  mistake — but  too  late — for 
it  had  not  swallowed  the  fly  after  all,  but  it  had 
come  too  near,  and  the  hook  had  caught  it  just  in 
the  joint  of  its  wing.  I had  a terrible  job  to  get 
that  nasty  hook  out  without  causing  more  pain 
than  was  necessary.  When  at  last  I had  succeeded, 
it  lay  for  a moment  on  the  palm  of  my  hand,  its 
eyelids  covering  the  eyes,  and  quivering  as  if  all 
but  dead.  I pitied  and  patted  and  caressed  it, 
and  when  I opened  my  hand  again  it  flew  off  as 
if  nothing  was  the  matter.  I was  delighted,  for 
I was  afraid  the  wing  was  broken  or  injured 
enough  to  prevent  its  flying. 

At  another  time  1 was  reclining  under  the 
friendly  shelter  of  a wide  spreading  sycamore, 
which  protected  me  from  the  scorching  rays  of 
the  midday  sun  ; lying  quite  motionless,  1 heard 
a little  rustle  in  the  hedgerow  behind  me. 
Presently  out  trotted  three  stoats,  two  old  ones  and 
a young  one.  They  were  in  a quite  jflayful  mood, 
chasing  each  other  about ; two  of  them  ran  over 


August  12,  1893] 


THE  EISITTNG  GAZETTE 


my  legs,  mistaking  them,  no  doubt,  for  the  tree’s 
roots.  I was  anxious  to  keep  quiet,  but  I must 
have  made  some  sliglit  move,  perhaps  winked  my 
eye,  for  they  were  oil'  like  a shot — before  I could 
wink  again.  Hitherto  I had  always  looked  upon 
these  creatures  as  the  most  bloodthirsty  little 
wretches  in  existence,  and  had  rarely  seen  them 
but  in  pursuit  or  riding  on  the  back  and  gorg- 
ing the  blood  of  a rabbit.  I had  never  thought 
of  them  as  capable  of  fun  and  amusement. 

These  are  the  little  incidents,  and  such  as 
these,  commonplace  enough,  doubtless,  that  give 
zest  to  my  amateur  angling  and  country  ram- 
bling. It  is  not  alone  to  catch  fish  that  I go 
a-fishing. 

My  last  day’s  fishing  in  July  was  not  so  bad. 
I hooked  many  good  fish,  but  only  two  brace 
came  to  grass  ; the  reason  of  my  failure  was  that 
the  rivei’  was  chock  full  of  weeds,  which,  owing 
to  the  warmth  of  the  water,  were  unusually 
prolific.  The  fish,  and  I had  hold  of  some  big 
ones,  almost  invariably  broke  loose  in  these 
weeds.  Added  to  this  growth  in  the  water  was 
the  fact  that  they  had  just  been  cutting  above,  and 
we  had  the  full  benefit  of  the  floating  weeds.  To 
add  to  our  discomfort  some  confounded  gardener 
up  yonder  bad  this  morning  been  mowing  a lawn 
and  thrown  the  short  grass  into  the  water,  so 
that  for  an  hour  or  two  the  surface  of  our 
water  was  like  a green  meadow. 

I heard  the  cuckoo  again,  but  she  has  now 
changed  her  note.  Now  she  only  utters  a single 
sound,  her  voice  is  broken  and  harsh.  The  Rev'. 
C.  Swainson  quotes  the  following  from  Hey  wood  : 

In  Aprill  the  koocoo  can  sing  her  song  by  rote, 

In  June,  of  tune,  she  cannot  sing  a note  : 

At  first,  koo-coo,  koo-coo,  sing  still  can  she  do. 

At  last,  kooke,  kooke,  kooke,  six  kookes  to  one  koo. 

The  following  lines  of  good  advice  to  farmers, 
quoted  from  the  Welsh  by  the  same  author  will 
bear  quoting  again  : 

If  the  cuckoo  sings  when  the  hedge  is  brown. 

Sell  thy  horse  and  buy  thy  corn. 

If  the  cuckoo  sings  when  the  hedge  is  green. 

Keep  thy  horse  and  sell  thy  corn. 

August  Bank  Holiday  time  set  me  at  liberty 
for  a few  days. 

On  this  occasion  I paid  a visit  to  the  Lugg  in 
Herefordshire,  and  to  the  Teme,  near  Ludlow. 
Friday,  the  3rd,  was  a thundery  day — alternate 
heavy  showers  and  bright  sunshine  Trout  will 
not  rise  in  thunder  weather;  that  was  the  con- 
clusion we  came  to,  for  we  saw  scarcely  any. 
Grayling  were  not  so  shy ; we  caught  between  us 
six  brace,  of  not  large  dimensions,  but  passable 
in  these  parts,  where  a |lb.  fish  is  quite 
respectable. 

But  wbat  a lovely  bit  of  scenery  we  had 
dropped  into.  Far  away  from  the  haunts  and 
habitations  of  men  the  river  wanders  in  and  out 
amongst  the  hills.  A picturesque  old  stone 
bridge  of  two  arches  spans  it  in  the  middle  of  the 
narrow  valley,  and  through  it  the  river  winds  its 
way — now  in  rippling  stream,  and  now  deep  and 
slowly  flowing.  The  hillsides  come  down  to  the 
valley  in  a garment  of  green  velvet.  Everything 
is  bright  and  green.  A most  remarkable  object 
—one  might  almost  call  it  a phenomenon,  owing  to 
its  singularity— suddenly  presented  itself  at  the 
farther  end  of  our  valley,  which  here  forms  a 
very  perfect  V shape,  formed  by  the  sides  of  two 
hills.  In  the  very  centre  of  this  V-shaped 
opening  a most  lovely  rainbow  had  set  its  foot 
straight  down  upon  the  green  foliage  of  the 
valley  ; from  this  valley  it  shot  up,  casting  a very 
perfect  halo  of  all  its  glorious  colours  over  the 
conical  hill,  its  right  limb  falling  in  the  centre  of 
another  similar  valley. 

Its  coruscations  and  gradations  of  colour  were 
absolutely  perfect  in  the  whole  semi-circle,  light- 
ing up  the  green  hill  with  wonderful  effect. 

The  next  day  found  me  and  a gipsying  party 
on  the  banks  of  the  Teme,  where  we  fished,  and 
the  ladies  boiled  their  kettle,  and  laid  out  a 
pleasant  “ tea  ” under  a greenwood  tree. 

It  was  a lovely  day,  and  the  river  in  good 
order,  and  towards  evening,  after  our  tea,  gray- 
ling began  to  rise  freely,  and  we  captured  a 
satisfactory  number  of  them.  I refrain  from 
describing  the  capture  of  each  fish,  or  the  fly 
which  did  most  execution.  I can  only  say  that 
on  one  occasion  two  flies  of  a totally  different 
style  and  character,  viz.,  a Wickham’s  Fancy 
and  a very  small  light  blue  gnat  brought  me  in 


at  one  cast  each  of  them  a nice  grayling.  During 
the  time  of  drought  1 travelled  through  Surrey 
and  a good  part  of  Hampshire  and  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  when  it  was  painful  to  see  the  brown 
meatlows,  and  liungering  sheep  .and  cattle.  My 
late  wanderings  have  taken  me  through  a large 
portion  of  Shropshire  .and  Herefordshire,  where 
the  contrast  is  wonderful.  The  farms  here  seem 
to  have  suffered  very  little  from  the  drought. 
Everywhere  crops,  grass,  and  I urnips  appear  to 
be  abundant.  Apples  and  hops  abounding.  Even 
on  the  top  of  high  hills,  where  I accompanied  a 
farmer,  and  where  naturally,  if  anywhere,  1 
expected  to  find  the  worst  effects  of  the  drought, 
crops  of  wheat,  barley,  and  oats  were  splendid. 
There  w.as  one  field  of  oats  on  the  very  top  of  the 
hill  with  straw  over  my  he.ad,  and  so  splendidly 
headed  that  my  friend  expects  at  least  70  bushels 
to  the  acre  from  it.  Turnips  and  mangolds 
equally  prolific.  Those  who  are  despondent 
about  the  harvest  may  comfort  themselves  with 
the  expectation  that  it  will  not  be  so  disastrous 
as  was  once  ex])ected,  at  least,  Herefordshire  and 
Shropshire  are  quite  up  to  the  usual  average. 

The  Amateur  Angler. 


IZAAK  WALTON  (1593—1683). 


By  F.  G.  B.  E. 


Not  monument  of  stone  or  brass 
Engraven  with  thy  works  and  name 
Is  needed  ; there  will  never  pass 
Away  from  us  thy  lasting  fame. 

Men  for  thy  record  need  not  look 
On  blazoned  stone  in  stately  fane. 

The  leaves  of  but  one  little  book 
Unfading  memories  contain. 

All  can  enjoy  thy  book,  but  none 
As  anglers;  other  men  may  see 
Thy  piety,  quaint  learning,  fun. 
Shrewdness,  and  sweet  simplicity  ; 

And  though  thy  book  may  never  tire. 

It  treats  of  arts  by  them  untried. 

Yet  anglers  only  can  admire 
Thy  skill  where  there  was  none  to  guide. 

Time  may  pass  on  from  age  to  age, 

But  men  unborn  yet  shall  declare 
In  turning  o’er  thy  magic  page 

There  breathes  the  scent  of  country  air  ; 
In  fancy  they  shall  hear  with  thee 
The  song  by  Kynde  Kit  Marlowe  made. 
Reclining  by  the  banks  of  Lea 
Beneath  the  honeysuckle’s  shade. 

The  poet’s  wish  perchance  would  be. 

If  in  that  bourne  where  all  must  wend 
The  mighty  men  of  old  we  see. 

Having  attained  our  journey’s  end. 

To  speak  with  Shakespeare,  Milton,  Pope, 
Or  whomsoe’er  he  most  adored. 

(If  so,  it  is  my  fervent  hope 
That  no  man  there  is  ever  bored.) 

How  wide  extends  the  poet’s  choice 
Among  the  great  who  lived  and  sung. 
For  he  may  choose  from  many  a voice. 

In  many  a style,  and  many  a tongue; 
But  straitened  is  the  angler’s  wish. 

For  one  alone  would  please  his  heart, 

To  hold  converse  with  thee  of  fish 
And  all  the  piscatorial  art. 

And  if,  as  I have  dreamed  in  dreams 
Of  fitful  sleep)  and  fevered  rest, 

I roam  where  glide  the  golden  streams 
Throughout  the  Islands  of  the  Blest, 
May  I by  fortune  haply  stray 
Where  thou,  as  once  beside  the  Lea, 
A-fishing  sit,  and  have  one  day 
To  angle  and  converse  with  thee. 


The  prospects  on  Speyside  for  to-day  (the  12th) 
have  been  affected  by  the  recent  drought.  All 
along  the  strath  the  extremely  dry  weather  of 
May  and  June  has  killed  large  numbers  of  the 
young  birds. 

While  cleaning  the  decks  in  the  Glen  Tana 
water  of  the  Dee  the  other  day  old  Boaiie 
Stephen  was  literally  carried  off  his  legs  by  the 
rush  of  salmon  scared  by  a companion  working 
in  a lower  pool. 
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THE  WALTON  and  CO'l'’rON  FISHING 
HOUSE  AT  THE  WORLD’S  FAIR. 

[Prom  a Corresi'ondent  at  Giucago.J 

The  World’.s  Fair  falls  in  the  year  which  sees — 
on  August  9 — the  .‘h)0th  anniversary  of  the 
birthday  of  Izaak  Walton.  It  was  inevitable 
and  most  natural,  therefore,  that  somethir.g 
should  be  done  in  connection  with  the  angling 
section  of  the  exhibition,  to  celebrate  the  natat 
day  of  the  father  of  anglers.  This,  the  Cnicago 
Flycasting  ,('lub  — one  of  several  prosperous 
angling  cluhs  in  the  western  capital  of  the  States 
— has  recognised,  by  erecting  within  the  grounds 
a fac-simile  of  the  famous  Walton  fishing-house 
on  the  River  Dove.  A little  history,  which  I 
have  in  substance  from  Dr.  Henshall,  attaches  to 
the  erection  of  the  cottage. 

Dr.  Henshall,  when  it  seemed  clear  that  the 
thing  to  do  was  to  erect  a model  of  the  cottage, 
suggested  that  the  exhibition  authorities  should 
do  so.  Chiefly,  no  doubt,  for  reason  of  economy, 
the  exhibition  authorities  did  not  decide  to  carry 
out  the  notion  ; so  the  Chicago  Flycasting  Club 
stepped  in  and  said,  “We  shall  do  it,  and  gladly 
do  it.  Moreover,  during  the  exhibition  and  after- 
wards as  well,  the  cottage  will  be  an  excellent 
headquarters  for  us.’’  A capital  site,  amid  trees, 
at  the  northern  side  of  the  fair  grounds,  immedi- 
ately abutting  on  a pretty  lagoon,  was  selected. 
Two  months  ago  the  work  of  erection  was  begun, 
and  now  the  cottage  is  practically  completed. 
Excepting  for  the  surroundings  one  would  hardly 
know  that  the  model  is  not  the  original,  lifred 
from  the  banks  of  the  silvery  Dove,  and  carried 
over  the  sea  and  through  the  prairies  to  Chicago. 

It  has  been  a first  principle  in  the  building  of 
the  little  cottage  to  make  it  as  like  the  original  as 
possible.  Pictures  and  a variety  of  details  con- 
cerning the  cottage  before  and  since  its  renova- 
tion were  available,  and  on  these  the  builders 
have  worked.  Of  course,  the  walls  are  not  of  the 
solid  material  that  Cotton  used,  but  they  look  all 
right.  They  are  built  of  staff,  the  material  which 
has  been  used  in  the  construction  of  all  the 
exhibition  buildings.  Three  steps  lead  up  to  the 
door,  and  you  step  inside  on  to  a floor  composed 
of  black  and  white  squares.  Count  the  windows. 
Yes,  there  are  four,  and  the  panes  in  them  are 
diamond-shaped,  as  they  ought  to  be.  Then  there 
is  a fire  place  in  one  corner,  and  a cupboard  in  the 
other,  which  cupboard,  by-the-'oye,  may  contain 
daintier  fare  before  the  summer  is  out  than  old 
Izaak  and  Cotton — plain  men  both — were  wont  to 
have.  The  black  marble  mantlepiece  shows  at 
both  ends  the  initials  of  Cotton  and  Walton,  and 
the  marble  table  sitting  in  the  centre  of  the  hut 
might  cheat  the  angling  twain  themselves  were 
they  to  revisit  the  glimpses  of  the  moon. 

On  the  key-stone  above  the  entrance — ou  tside.  of 
course — are  the  familiar  Latin  words,  Piscatoribiit 
Hacrum,and  the  intertwined  initials  of  Waltonand 
Cotton.  Just  where  the  initials  of  the  two  men 
figure  in  their  cottage  they  figure  in  this  model. 
Here  too  is  the  wainscotting,  and  to  brighten  up 
the  interior  a number  of  panels  with  pictures,  not 
duplicates  of  the  original  panels — for  that  would 
have  been  a matter  of  considerable  difficulty — 
but  fishing  pictures  of  one  kind  or  another. 
Lastly,  one  comes  to  the  point  where  there  is  a 
certain  appreciable  departure  in  the  model  from 
the  original — that  is  to  say,  in  the  chairs  provided 
for  the  comfort  of  the  visitor.  Walton  and  Cotton 
had  no  chairs  such  as  we  need  for  comfort  these 
days.  Obviously  it  was  necessary,  for  the  head- 
quarters of  a club,  that  there  should  be  a few  com- 
fortable seats  in  the  cottage.  Even  enthusiastic 
worshippers  of  Izaak  Walton,  after  they  have 
wandered  through  the  grounds  of  the  World’s 
Fair,  need  to  sit  down.  Taking  the  cottage  , 
altogether,  I quote  Dr.  Henshall’s  opinion  when 
I say  that  in  point  of  accurt  cy  it  is  quite  a worthy 
reproduction  of  the  little  place  which  once  so 
nearly  tumbled  to  pieces  into  the  Dove. 

It  is  hardly  likely  that  the  Izaak  Walton  house 
will  cut  much  of  a figure  before  August  9.  On 
that  day  it  will  be  dedicated  with  a grand  angling 
tournament.  At  all  events  the  anticipation  is 
that  the  tournament  will  take  place  on  that  day. 
Indeed,  long  ago  August  9 was  entei-ed  on  the 
summer’s  programme  of  the  World’s  Fair  as  the 
Izaak  Walton  day.  Before  then  a long  wooden 
])ier  will  be  built  from  the  door  of  the  cottage 
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TERCENTENARY  REMINISCENCES. 


IZAAK  WALTON  (AFTER  HUYSMAN). 


THE  HO'JSE  WHERE  IZAAK  WALTON  LIVED'”TN  LONDON,  AT  THE 
WEST  CORNER  OF  CHANCERY  LANE. 

External  spceimen  of  the  grotesque  bracketed  front  and  projecting  storeys  of  the 
reign  of  Edward  VI.  It  was  from  the  top  of  the  corner  house  that  several  cherubs 
flew  down  and  iirosented  (iueen  Elizabeth  with  a <u'own  of  laurels  and  gold, 
together  with  some  verses,  when  she  was  going  into  the  City  upon  a visit  to  Sir 
Thomas  Gresham.  The  figures  displayed  in  this  work  are  all  drawn  from  life  and 
mostly  from  public  ohar.acter.s.  The  houses  wore  taken  down  by  the  City  in  May, 
1711b,  to  widen  Chancery  Lane.  They  wore  made  entirely  of  oak  and  plaster. 
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MONUMENT  TO  IZAAK  WALTON  IN  ST. 
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NEAR  SEWARTISTONE,  RIVER  LEA. 


THE  FORTt.  AND  WHITE  HAirf.  TKiWI’I.E  MIIJ.S,  RIVER  LEA. 


FACSIMILE  OF  TITLE-PAGE  OF  THE  FIRST  EDITION 
OF  THE  “COMPLEAT  ANGLER.” 
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out  into  tbe  lagoon,  and  on  this  pier  competing 
anglers  will  take  their  stand  and  swish  their 
lines  across  the  c|uiet  waters  of  the  lagoon.  On 
its  merits  the  spot  is  not  at  all  a had  one  for 
angling  competitions,  and  who  knows  that 
records  may  not  be  broken  at  the  shadow  of  the 
Chicago  Izaak  Walton  House. 


WORM- FLSHINfl  FOR  TROUT  IN 
CLEAR  WATER. 


By  Fkancis  M.  W.vlbr.an. 


There  are  two  months  in  the  year — viz  , June 
and  July — during  which,  unless  the  water  and 
weather  are  particularly  favourable,  it  is  almost 
an  impossibility  to  catch  a decent  basket  of  trout 
with  fly  excepting  at  dusk,  so  that  1 consider 
every  angler  should  learn  the  branch  of  fishing 
which  I am  about  to  describe,  and  which  T have 
practised  assiduously  for  over  thirty  years. 
Whenever  I hear  a man  speaking  contemptuously 
of  the  clear  w’ater  worm  fisher  I feel  confident 
that  either  he  knows  nothing  whatever  of  the  art 
or  else  that  he  has  tried  to  do  it  and  failed,  and 
it  is  seldom  that  I am  wrong. 

I’ntil  the  creeper  and  the  stone-fly  have  had 
their  day,  trout  do  not  take  this  bait  I'ealR'  wull. 

T baldly  ever  try  it  until  the  beginning  of  June, 
and  if,  as  has  been  the  case  this  season,  the  rivers 
are  low  and  clear  all  through  that  month  and 
July,  I stick  to  worm  and  minnow'  dur  ing  the 
day  time,  and  fish  the  fly  fr  om,  say,  seven  o’clock 
in  the  evening  until  dark. 

The  rod  I always  employ  is  a Idft.  one,  in- 
clining rattier  to  stiffness,  but  with  a certain 
amount  of  play  down  to  the  wrist.  If  the  angler 
cannot  work  a wooden  r od  of  that  length  all  day 
with  comfort,  1 should  recommend  either  a built 
cane  or'  a whole-cane  one.  The  reel  must  have  a 
light  check,  so  that  the  fine  tackle  will  r'eceive  no 
sudden  jerk  when  the  hooked  fish  makes  his  fii'st 
rush;  tire  line  an  ordinary  tapered  waterproof 
silk  one. 

Now  fe  r the  tackle,  which  is  the  most  important 
part  of  all : Take  three  lengths  of  12  inch  1 x di’awn 
gut  to  form  the  first  yard  of  your'  cast,  three 
lengths  of  2x  to  form  the  second,  and  three 
lengths  of  3x  to  for'ni  the  last,  adding  to  it 
It)  inches  of  the  ver-y  finest  4x,  or  gossamer,  gut 
procurable.  On  this  wrap,  about  half  an  inch 
apar-t,  a couple  of  No.  2 (Kendal  scale)  sneck  bend 
hooks,  using  ciimsoir  silk  waxed  with  colourless 
wax.  The  Pennell  and  Stewar't  tackle  usually  sold 
is  on  too  coar'se  girt  and  the  hooks  far'  too  large. 

I never  use  branMng  worms,  as  they  are  too  tender- 
to  throw  properly  without  whipping  them  off. 
The  best  worm  is  the  small  maidendew,  about 
14  inches  in  length.  Fill  a large  earthenware  jar 
with  clean  fresh  moss  damped  with  cold  spring 
water,  place  a gi-oss  or  two  of  worms  on  the  top, 
next  day  they  will  all  be  found  at  the  bottom  of 
the  jar,  wash  the  moss  thoi'oughly,  or  use  a fresh 
lot  if  easily  procurable,  pick  out  any  dead  or 
sickly  worms,  and  repeat  the  pi’ocess.  If  this 
course  of  proceeding  is  continued  for  a week  the 
worms  will  be  found  as  lively  as  jrossible,  per- 
fectly tough,  and  of  a beautiful  transi>arent  jiink 
colour.  1 generally  take  a gross  and  a half  for  a 
day’s  fishing,  always  remembering  the  wise 
remark  of  my  old  mentor,  Dick  Smith,  cf  Eipon, 
“You  rame  out  to  catch  trout,  not  save  worms, 
my  lad.’’ 

We  are  now  fully  equipped,  waders  aud  every- 
thing, so  let  us  commence  our  day’s  fishing. 
How  about  your  sinkers?  I think  I can  hear  one 
of  my  readers  remark.  Never  dream  of  such  a 
thing,  my  friend  ; the  style  of  fishing  that  I am 
writing  about  is  simply  fly-fishing  with  the 
worm,  so  that  shot  on  the  line  would  prove  fatal 
to  success.  It  is  four  o’clock  on  a bright  June 
morning  as  we  open  the  inn  door  and  slip  noise- 
lessly out  so  as  not  to  disturb  the  household.  How 
delightfully  fresh  and  pure  the  air  feels,  and  the 
scent  of  tbe  new-mown  hay,  as  we  cross  the  fields 
leading  to  the  river,  puts  in  tbe  shade  all  the 
subtle  combinations  of  Rimmel  or  Piesse.  Here 
we  are  at  the  river,  in  grand  order,  jicrfectly 
clear  and  dead  low.  1 only  ask  one  thing  of  you, 
my  comrade,  please  keep  well  behind  me  as  the 
fish  soon  discern  any  moving  figure  on  the  bank. 
Let  me  light  my  pipe,  and  then  for  astart.  I may 
here  remark  that  I jn-efei-the  Pennell  or  two  hook 
tackle  to  either-  the  Stewart  or  the  single  hook  ; 


the  first  I object  to  because  it  catches  too  many 
obstructions  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  also  gets 
entangled  in  the  net,  the  single  hook  is  uncertain 
and  rf(|uir’es  too  much  time  in  sticking,  1 there- 
fore always  use  the  two  hooks. 

Wading  irr  at  the  foot  of  this  piece  of  br’oken 
str'eamy  water,  I stoop  low  and  make  my  first 
cast  just  ahead,  using  about  eighteen  feet  of  line, 
including  the  cast.  Do  you  see  the  boulder  with 
a little  basin-like  eddy  below  it?  There  is  a 
trout  there  for  a certainty.  See  that  motion  of 
the  line ; there  he  is,  and  a nice  fish,  too.  Gently, 
gently,  my  young  friend,  I want  you  down  below 
me,  not  up  there  distur-bing  all  your  relatives. 

A corrple  cf  minutes’  excitement,  and  the  net 
scoops  out  a lovely  half-pounder,  as  yellow  as  a 
guinea.  You  see  that  thin  bit  of  water  yonder 
just  under  that  belt  of  fir  trees  ? That  is  typical 
worm  water.  Too  thin,  do  you  say,  not  a trout 
in  it ! Well,  come  behind  this  tree  and  watch 
while  I kneel  down  in  the  water  aud  throw  my 
worm  light  as  a feather  into  it.  Did  you  see  that 
curl?  There  he  is,  hardly  enough  water  to  play 
him  in,  but  he  is  over  the  quicksands  now  and 
into  the  stream  below.  The  next  moment  he  joins 
his  relative  in  the  creel.  Every  inch  of  water  such 
as  this  should  be  fished  most  carefully.  I have 
very  frequently  killed  pound  trout  in  water 
hardly  deep  enough  to  cover  them.  Deep  streams 
are  no  use  in  this  stylo  of  fishing.  The  best  time 
is  undoubtedly  early  morning  and  evening. 
Sometimes  they  take  all  day,  but  it  is  exceptional. 

I well  recollect  two  such  days — one  on  the  Eden, 
between  Wetheral  and  Armathwaite,  when  I 
killed  seventy-two  trout,  weighing  2841b.,  with 
this  bait,  and  the  other  more  recently  on  June  21, 
1889,  when  I killed  on  the  Wharfe  fifty  trout, 
weighing  211b.  I could  easily  have  taken  other 
twenty,  but  I had  told  the  keeper  I should  give 
up  at  fifty,  and  I kept  my  word.  On  this  last 
occasion,  as  we  were  walking  along  from  one 
stream  to  the  other,  the  keeper  came  across  one 
of  the  members  of  the  club  who  had  toiled  all 
day  and  caught  nothing.  “ What  has  he  got  ? ” he 
queried.  Martindale  opened  the  creel  which  he 
was  carrying  for  me.  “ Good  Lord,  you  don  t 
mean  to  say  he  has  got  all  those  to-day  ?’’  exclaimed 
the  astonished  angler,  who  is  now  dead.  “ Aye, 
and  other  twenty-eight  which  we  have  left  at  the 
Bed  Lion,’’  answered  Martindale,  Packing  up  his 
red,  hurriedly  the  man  followed  to  watch  me  fish 
the  next  stream  ; in  it  I killed  five  fish,  three  of 
them  a pound  each.  I shall  never  forget  the  look 
on  that  man’s  face  as  long  as  ever  I live.  I 
believe  he  thought  I was  a magician.  When  1 
reeled  up  he  asked  if  I could  spare  him  a few  of 
my  worms.  I gave  him  the  bag  as  it  stood.  Next 
day  Martindale  found  him  sitting  disconsolately 
on  the  bank,  about  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 
He  had  fished  from  four  o’clock  a.m.  until  then 
fora  brace  of  trout.  He  confessed  to  Martindale 
that  he  thought  on  the  previous  day  that  the 
worms  were  “ doctored,’’  but  he  added  with 
emphasis,  “ I find  they  ain’t.”  The  greatest 
compliment  that  was  ever  paid  me  with  regard 
to  this  frequently-abused  branch  of  angling  was 
when  ray  friend,  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford,  the  apostle 
of  dry  fly-fishing,  accompanied  me  for  a day  on 
the  Wharfe,  and  afterwards  wrote  a descriptive 
article  in  the  Field,  August  15,  1891.  In  it  he 
wrote  : “ The  majority  of  fly  fishermen,  and  espe- 
cially those  affecting  the  dry  fly,  are  in  the  habit 
of  looking  down  on  the  worm  fisher  for  trout 
with  something  nearly  akin  to  contempt.  They 
are  apt  to  class  him  with  the  bottom  fishers,  on 
wliom  they  affect  to  look  down,  although  these 
said  humble  bottom  fishers  are  as  true  sportsmen, 
and  deserving  of  every  sympathy,  as  the  most 
severe  purist  in  fly-fishing,  so  long  as  they  keep 
themselves  aloof  from  the  category  of  pot- 
hunters. It  is  urged  by  some  that  worming 
for  trout  is  an  unscientific  mode  of  angling, 
under  the  notion  that  any  sort  of  worm,  hurled 
anyhow  and  anywhere,  will  be  successful.  Pos- 
sibly in  times  of  heavy  flood,  witli  water  much 
discoloured,  a 'nuge  lob  on  a large  hook  with 
coarse  gut  will  make  a record,  but  a.  visit  to  the 
North  with  one  of  the  adepts  in  tbe  art  indi- 
cated by  the  title  of  this  article,  will  beyond 
doubt  convince  tbe  sceptic  of  the  great  difference 
between  his  preconceived  ideas  and  the  reality 
of  clear  water  worm  fishing.” 

Well  said,  good  friend;  I only  wish  that  all 
fly-fishers  would  speak  their  minds  as  straight- 
forward and  honestly. 


AN  AMERICAN  COMPLIMENT  TO 
THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 


A NEW  CANADIAN  TROUT  NAMED 
AFTER  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  F.  G. 

[We  need  hardly  say  how  much  we  appreciate 
such  a compliment  as  this,  and  as  most  of  it  is 
due  to  the  Fishinq  Gazette,  in  the  name  of  our 
readers  we  thank  Mr.  Cheney  most  heartily  for 
this  renewed  proof  of  his  kindly  feeling  towards 
English  anglers  so  often  shown  in  Shooting  and 
Fishing  and  in  Forest  and  Stream. — Ed.  F.  G.] 

“ In  previous  issues  I have  told  how  a new  trout, 
at  least  a trout  unlike  anything  I had  before 
seen,  was  sent  to  me  by  Prof.  John  D.  Quackenbos, 
who  also  declared  that  the  trout  was  new  to  him  ; 
and  that  at  almost  the  same  time  I received  a 
letter  from  Mr.  J.  G.  A.  Creighton,  of  Ottawa, 
Canada,  telling  me  of  these  very  fish  as  they  were 
found  in  Lac  de  Marbre,  Ottawa  county,  Canada. 
Mr.  Creighton  jirocured  other  specimens  of  the 
trout,  and  all  were  sent  to  Prof.  Samuel  Garman, 
at  the  Museum  of  Comparative  Zoology,  Cam- 
bndge.  Mass.  After  a thorough  examination  of 
the  fish.  Prof.  Garman  declared  it  to  be  a new 
trout,  not  previously  described,  separate  from 
ro.ssi  and  stagnalis,  and  quite  unlike  the  Sunapee 
saibling,  although  superficially,  and  to  the  un- 
scientific eye,  the  fish  resembled  in  a measure 
each  of  the  three  species  named.  Prof.  Garman 
paid  me  the  compliment  of  asking  me  to  name 
the  new  trout  from  British  waters,  and  I named 
it  for  my'  friend,  Mr.  Robert  Bright  Marston, 
Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  founder  of  the 
Ply  Fishers’  Club,  London,  the  official  designa- 
tion being  “ Salmo  (Salvelimis)  marstoiii,  sp.  n. 
The  Marston  trout  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  of 
the  chars,  if  not  the  most  beautiful,  and  is  well 
worthy  to  bear  the  name  of  the  distinguished 
English  angler  now  given  to  it.  Within  my 
recollection  only  two  trout  have  been  discovered 
on  this  continent  that  have  been  named  for 
individuals.  The  first  being  the  trout  discovered 
by  Prof.  Jordan  in  one  of  the  Twin  lakes, 
Colorado,  and  named  for  United  States  Fish  Com- 
missioner Marshall  McDowall,  and  the  second,  the 
Lac  de  Marbre  trout,  named  after  Mr.  Marston.” 

A.  N.  Cheney,  in  American  Shooting  and  Fishing. 

The  following  description  is  by  Professor 
Garman  in  Forest  and  Stream : 

A NEW  CANADIAN  TROUT. 

Salmo  (Salvelinus)  marstoni,  sp.  n. 

B.  II  to  12;  D.  13;  A.  13;  V.  9;  P.  14. 

The  specimen  described  is  close  upon  12in. 
long.  Body  siibfusiform,  pointed  at  the  snout, 
slender  at  the  tail.  The  height  of  the  body  is 
about  one-sixth  of  the  total  length  ; head  one- 
fifth,  crown  convex.  Snout  one  and  one-third, 
and  interorbital  space  one  and  one-half  times 
the  eye.  Eye  little  less  than  one-fifth  of  the  head, 
two-thirds  of  the  space  between  the  orbits  on  the 
forehead.  Mouth  large;  maxillary  straight, 
reaching  almost  as  far  back  as  the  hinder  edge 
of  the  eye,  with  strong  teeth  along  its  lower  edge 
nearly  its  entire  length ; teeth  on  intermaxillary 
and  mandibles  stronger.  A series  of  four  strong 
hooked  teeth  at  each  side  of  the  tongue,  and 
behind  the  glossohyal,  on  the  basibranchials,  a 
narrow  band  of  several  series  of  smaller  ones. 
Gill  rakers  straight,  short,  sharp,  denticulate, 
8 + 14  on  the  fii’st  arch.  Opercle  thin,  with  few 
strife.  Scales  very  small;  apparently  there  are 
about  239  in  the  series  immediately  above  the 
lateral  line,  and  more  than  250  in  one  five  or  six 
scales  above  this.  Distance  from  first  ray  of 
dorsal  to  end  of  snout  little  more  than  that  from 
the  same  ray  to  the  tip  of  the  adipose  fin.  The 
middle  of  the  total  length  falls  halfway  between 
the  tip  of  the  hinder  rays  of  the  dorsal  and  its 
base.  Dorsal  and  anal  tins  slightly  emarginate 
at  ends  of  median  rays. 

Pectorals  and  ventrals  small;  base  of  latter 
slightly  behind  the  middle  of  that  of  dorsal. 
Caudal  pedicel  slender  : caudal  notch  very  deep  ; 
hinder  border  sinuous,  as  in  S.  alpinns;  lobes 
pointed.  Excepting  S.  ')^amagcnsh,  the  notch  is 
deeper  than  in  any  other  of  the  American  species. 

Back  dark  brown,  with  an  iridescent  bluish 
tint ; unspotted.  Dorsal  dark,  clouded  some- 
what, but  without  spots  or  bands.  Pectorals, 
anal,  and  ventrals  orange  in  the  middle,  yellowish 
or  whitish  toward  their  bases  and  margins.  The 
dark  colour  of  the  back  shades  into  whitish,  with 
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a tinge  of  pink  below  the  lateral  line.  Head 
black  on  top,  silvery  on  the  cheeks,  white  beneath. 
Ventral  surface  white,  no  doubt  red  in  breeding 
season.  Flesh  pink.  Gaudal  fin  yellowish  toward 
the  base,  brownish,  or  darker,  toward  the  hinder 
border,  which  has  a narrow  edging  of  light 
colour.  Faint  areas  of  lighter  tint  suggest  that 
there  may  have  been  a few  spots  of  reddish  or 
yellowish  along  the  lateral  line  on  one  of  the 
specimens ; but  the  condition  is  such  that  the 
matter  must  remain  in  question,  likewise  the 
number  of  crnoa,  and  the  presence  of  parr-bands, 
of  which  there  are  several  very  faint  indications. 

This  fish  evidently  is  closely  allied  to  Salmo 
oqnassa,  the  blueback  of  the  Rangeley  Lakes;  it 
reaches  a greater  size  than  that  species,  and  is 
readily  distinguished  by  the  maxillary  and  its 
dentition,  the  caudal  fin  and  the  coloratiDu. 
Similarly  when  compared  with  S.  stagnalis  and 
S.  rossi  it  is  seen  to  be  quite  distinct.  With  the 
introduced  saibling,  S.  alphius,  of  the  Sunapee 
Lake  it  has  still  less  in  common. 

The  specimens  were  taken  in  Lac  de  Marbre, 
Ottawa  county.  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada, 
whence  they  were  sent  by  favour  of  the  Hon. 
J.  G.  A.  Creighton.  They  reached  us  at  the 
instance  of  A.  N.  Cheney,  correspondent  of 
Forest  and  Stream,  who  when  asked  to  suggest  a 
specific  name  replied.  “ Name  it  for  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston,  editor  Fishing  Gazette,  London,  an 
Englishman  overflowinar  with  good  feeling  for 
everythingpertainingtofish,  fishing,  and  America, 
and  who  is  doing  much  to  enhance  friendly 
interest  between  the  people  of  the  two  countriej.” 
It  is  a pleasure  to  introduce  one  of  the  hand- 
somest of  American  chars  in  the  name  of  a man 
who  answers  to  such  a description. 

S.  Gauman,  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


ON  ANGLING. 


A SONG. 


[Tune,  ‘'All  in  the  Downs,”  &c.] 

All  in  the  fragrant  dawn  of  day. 

Ere  Pheebus  spreads  around  his  beams. 

The  early  Angler  takes  his  way 
To  verdant  banks  of  crystal  streams. 

If  health,  content,  and  peaceful  musing  charm. 
What  sport,  like  Angling,  can  our  cares  disarm  .i' 
There  every  sense  delight  enjoys  ; 

Zephyr  with  odours  loads  his  wing-s. 

Flora  displays  ten  thousand  dyes. 

And  varied  notes  the  warbler  sings. 

If  health,  content,  &c. 

There  on  the  flow’ry  margin  plac’d. 

Pleas'd,  he  beholds  the  finny  brood 
Thro’  the  transparent  fluid  haste. 

Darting  along  in  quest  of  food. 

If  health,  content,  &c. 

The  skilful  Angler  opes  his  store. 

Paste,  worm,  or  fly,  his  hook  sustains  ; 

And  quickly  spreads  the  grassy  shore 

With  shining  spoils,  which  crown  his  pains. 
If  health,  content,  &c. 

If  some  fierce  storm  in  showers  descends, 

A gloomy  grove’s  thick  shade  is  near. 

Whose  grateful  umbrage  safe  defends 
Till  more  inviting  skies  appear. 

If  health,  content,  &c. 

There  peaceful  thoughts  his  mind  engage. 

To  crowded,  noisy  scenes  unknown  ; 

Wak’d  by  some  Bard’s  instructive  page. 

Or  calm  Reflections  all  his  own. 

If  health,  content,  &c. 

Thus  whether  fields  or  grove  he  roams. 

Or  by  the  stream  his  Angle  tends. 

Pleasure  in  new  snccession  comes. 

And  the  sweet  rapture  never  ends. 

If  health,  content,  and  peaceful  musing  chaiun. 
What  sport,  like  Angling,  can  our  cares  disarm  ? 
Prom  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  August,  1740. 


Last  week  an  agitation  was  set  on  foot  among 
Solway  net  fishermen,  chiefly  drift-net  fishers, 
proposing  to  petition  the  Home  Secretary  for 
Scotland  for  an  extension  of  the  netting  season 
in  the  Solway  from  Sept.  9 till  the  close  of  the 
same  month.  Several  of  the  councillors  were 
against  any  such  proposed  extension,  but  ulti- 
mately it  was  agreed  to  forward  the  petition. 


TO:altontana 

“ My  friend  is  one  that  would  fain  bo  a brothor  of  tho 
Anglo.” — IzAAK  Walton. 

How  many  angler.s  will  there  be  by  the  time 
our  children  are  middle-aged  men  and  women? 
Will  angling,  as  a s|)ort,  ovr  be  less  popular 
than  it  is  at  pre.sent?  Looking  back  fifteen 
years,  tho  increase  in  the  number  of  contempla- 
tive recreationers,  and  especially  working-men 
anglers,  is  a thing  to  marvel  over.  Not  less 
marvellous  is  the  good  fellowship  and  the  kindly 
feelings  which  for  the  most  part  exist  between 
brothers  of  the  angle.  It  is  as  good  to  bo  an 
angler  as  to  be  a Freoma'on.  I thoroughly 
believe  that  if  an  ill  wind  blew  through  my 
dwelling  and  left  me  penniless,  1 would  only  have 
to  say  to  my  brother  fishermen,  “ I am  in  sore 
distress,  and  an  angler,”  and  help  would  be  forth- 
coming. Anglers  are  not,  as  a rule,  wealthy  men, 
but  whenever  among  them  there  is  a case  which 
appeals  to  their  benevolence,  there  are  no  men 
more  liberal. 


Of  course  one  does  not  find  that  among  anglers 
“all  and  every,”  as  lawyers  say,  is  a disciple  of 
Izaak  Walton.  By  disciple  of  Izaak  Walton  I 
mean  something  much  more  than  a catcher  of 
fish.  It  was  Walton  w'no  was  accountable  for 
nearly  everything  that  is  good  and  beautiful  in 
the  contemplative  man’s  recreation;  it  was  he,  I 
think,  who  showed  us  the  charms  of  brotherhood, 
and  how  our  favourite  sport  was  something  more 
than  mere  pursuit  after  fish. 

Leaving  the  busy  town  on  some  fine  pleasant 
fresh  Msy-day  in  the  morning,  taking  maybe  a 
cup  of  ale  at  I he  “Thatcht  House,”  he  trudged 
towards  the  river,  holding  converse  on  the  way 
with  Viator  and  Venator,  discoursing  pleasantly 
on  bird,  beast,  and  fish,  and  instilling  a love  of 
nature  into  his  companions.  He  describes  such  a 
day  by  quoting  to  his  companions  lines  written 
by  Sir  Henry  Wotton  “ when  he  was  beyond 
seventy  years  of  age,  as  he  sat  quietly  one  early 
summer's  evening  on  a bank  a fishing.” 

T'lis  day  Dame  Nature  seem’d  in  love ; 

The  lusty  sap  began  to  move; 

Fresh,  juice  did  stir  th’  embracing  vines, 

Aad  birds  had  drawn  their  Valentines. 

The  jealous  Trout  lltat  low  did  lie, 

Rose  at  a well  liissembled  jUj ; 

There  stood  my  friend,  ivith  patient  sliill, 
Attending  of  tiis  trembling  quill. 

Already  were  the  eaves  possest 
With  the  swift  Filgrirn's  daubed  nest  ; 

The  Groves  already  did  rejoice 
In  Philomel’s  triumphing  Voice. 

Then  he  quotes  another  angler  poet,  who  asks — 
Let  me.  live  tiarmlessly  ; and  near  the  brinl- 
0/ Trent  or  Avon  have  a dwelling  place, 

Where  I may  see  my  quil  or  corh  down  sink 
With  eager  bite  of  Perch  or  Bleak  or  Dace. 

He  discusses  with  Venator  and  Viator  whether 
contemplation  or  action  be  the  chief  thing  wherein 
the  happiness  of  a man  doth  both  consist  in  this 
world,  and  in  c|uoting  two  other  opinions  he  does 
not  forbear  to  add  a third  by  declaring  his  own, 
telling  his  worthy  friends  that  both  action  and 
contemplation  meet  together  and  do  most  pro- 
perly belong  to  the  most  honest,  ingenious,  harm- 
less art  of  angling.  

I FEAR  me  that  the  angler  of  to  day  is  cer- 
tainly more  a man  of  action  than  contemplation. 
There  is  one  particular  class  to  whom  the  highest 
angling  delights  consist  in  a tray  loaded  with  fish 
in  some  club  room  with  the  newspaper  notoriety 
involved.  There  is  too  much,  to  my  mind,  of 
prizes  and  contests  and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  re- 
ducing angling  to  the  level  of  billiard-playing, 
athletics,  shooting,  bicycling,  and  other  second- 
rate  sports.  I think  we  anglers  should  take  the 
highest  possible  ground.  Without  the  least 
doubt,  our  favourite  sport  is  more  scientific  than 
any  other.  There  is  always  something  to  learn, 
and  there  are  many  mysteries  in  it  which  we  shall 
never  know.  It  induces  observation,  endurance, 
patience,  an  even  temper,  and  many  other  excel- 
lent ([ualities  which  are  more  or  less  lacking  in 
those  who  follow  other  sports. 

But  wo  may  forgive  those  men  whose  lives  are 
cast  in  almost  fishless  places,  and  who,  to  create 


a little  interest  in  the  cajilure  of  a two-inch  canal 
roach,  half-ounce  gudgeon,  or  six-shot  minnow, 
induce  some  interest  in  the  game  by  competing 
for  chimney  ornaments,  warining-yians,  cojqier 
kettles,  and  the  like.  Certainly  let  the  man  who 
by  his  skill,  aided  more  or  less  by  chance,  lands 
the  fathers  of  the  shoal,  be  honoured  by  prize  or 
medal,  or  what  not,  but  the  gross  weight  compe- 
tition brings  into  anglina  something  which  is 
not  required.  By  inducing  men  to  kill  the 
largest  possible  number  of  fish,  it  must  tend  to 
bring  about  the  thinning  of  that  stock  of  fish 
which  in  so  many  waters  is  getting  less  and  less 
every  year.  Teuflak. 

HOW  TO  BREED  AND  REAR  TROUT. 

{G  on  tinned  from  Vol.  XXVI. , page  189.) 

Bv  T.  Andrews,  Guildford. 


ELEVENTH  PAPER. 

Bv  the  time  this  payier  sjjpears  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  fish  culturists  will  have  finished  their  in- 
door work  for  the  season,  and  the  young  trout 
hatched  this  year  will  be  in  rearing  ponds.  My 
excuse  f(,r  allowing  an  unusually  long  interval  to 
elapse  between  my  tentb  and  eleventh  papers 
must  be  that  we  have  had  an  exceptionally 
anxious  season  at  Guildford,  as  a big  drainage 
scheme  has  necessitated  the  breaking  and  re- 
connection of  the  water  mains.  We  have  conse- 
quently had  to  watch  our  water  very  closely,  and 
cleanse  our  fibers  more  frequently  owing  to  iron 
rust.  I have  therefore  not  been  able  to  devote 
tbe  necessary  time  to  the  composition  of  my 
articles,  and  I must  also  confess  that  since  the 
beginning  of  May  I have  felt  it  my  duty  and  my 
pleasure  to  go  and  catch  some  of  the  fish  which 
may  or  may  not  have  been  bred  by  me. 

As  I have  previously  stated,  my  fry  are  turned 
out  into  the  rearing  ponds  as  soon  as  I see  the 
first  signs  of  their  feeding,  and  as  I wished  to 
make  fresh  experiments  in  feeding  artificially  for 
a short  time,  1 have  hurried  on  the  completion  of 
six  more  rearing  ponds,  each  about  50  yards  in 
length,  and  set  one  of  my  men  to  do  nothing  else 
than  feed  the  young  fish.  This  has  taken  him 
the  whole  of  his  time,  going  his  rounds  four  times 
a day  up  to  the  present  time,  and  I think  we  see 
more  young  trout  of  this  season’s  hatching  than 
we  have  done  in  previous  years.  At  the  same 
time  Ave  see  the  natural  food  of  all  kinds  in 
greater  abundance  than  ever  this  year,  and  this 
may  account  for  the  greater  number  of  fish 
showing  now.  We  emptied  a small  pond  about 
the  end  of  March,  in  which  we  found  over  40  per 
cent,  of  the  fish  which  were  placed  there  in  1892, 
and  these  were  all  round  a very  large  and  even 
sample.  In  this  pond  the  fish  were  left  to  them- 
selves, and  not  a particle  of  artificial  food  has  been 
given  them  during  the  whole  year;  the  natural 
food  was,  however,  present  in  very  large 
quantities. 

In  the  rearing  ponds  where  artificial  feeding 
has  been  done  this  season  (and  is  still  done,  but 
less  often),  we  have  used  raw  sheep’s  liver  ground 
up  very  fine,  and  sifted  out  in  tmall  quantities, 
and  in  suitable  spots  along  the  narrow  rearing 
ponds.  We  have  also  in  one  set  of  rearing  ponds 
used  only  raw  horse  flesh,  cut  exceedingly  fine, 
and  also  worked  through  fine  perforated  zinc. 

I can  see  no  difference  in  the  size  and  condition 
of  my  fish  treated  by  tbe  two  different  kinds  of 
artificial  food,  but  one  lot  were  very  early  fry, 
and  were  feeding  on  January  20;  therefore  it  is 
only  to  be  expected  that  they  are  much  larger 
than  those  turned  out  in  March,  and  both  had  a 
liberal  supjily  of  natural  food. 

The  drawings  of  a few  yearlings  given  herewith 
will  show  how  much  they  vary  in  size,  and  when 
I say  that  the  weight  is  more  than  doubled  for 
every  inch,  it  will  bo  seen  that  some  yearlings  are 
likely  to  fetch  more  money  than  others.  The 
average  yearling  grown  in  this  part  of  the 
country  should  be  (|uite  5in.  to  bin.  in  the  twelve 
months,  but  a good  many  thousands  of  my  fish 
have  reached  eight,  nine,  and  even  ten  inches  in 
the  past  twelve  months. 

It  is,  perhaps,  just  as  well  that  some  of  the 
yearlings  do  run  smaller,  otherwise  the  cost  of 
rail  carriage  for  long  distances  would  be  much 
heavier,  and  it  would  often  be  dillicultto  get  our 
fisb  to  their  destination  alive  at  the  end  of  a ten 
or  fifteen  hours’  railway  journey 
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ILLIWRATIONS  P.Y  Mil.  THOMAS  ANDREWS,  OF  GUILDFORD, 

SHOWING  OF  WHAT  DIFFERENT  SIZES  AND  WEIGHTS  YEARLING  TROUT  (/.e.,  TROUT  OF  THE  SAME  AGE)  MAY  BE. 


:3-Inch  Yearling  Trout. 
Weight,  75  grains,  or  about  *,  of  an  ounce. 


I-Inch  Yearling  Trout. 

Weight,  178  grains,  or  about  i of  an  ounce. 


.YTnch  Yearling  Trout. 

Weight.  300  grains  = about  § of  an  ounce. 
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That  tho  public  have  found  that  it  is  in  most 
cases  more  profitable  to  stock  with  yearlings  and 
two-year-olds  in  preference  to  fry  is  proved  again 
this  year,  when  the  demand  for  these  has  been 
greater  than  I have  ever  known.  Although  tho 
stocking  of  trout  water  may  bo  left  to  another 
paper,  it  may  be  as  well  hero  to  urge  the  wisdom 
of  stocking  with  yearlings  or  larger  fish. 

I have  this  season  received  numerous  letters 
from  amateurs,  asking  my  advice  on  the  rearing 
of  fry,  and  in  melancholy  accents  informing  me 
that  they  have  had  such  losses  and  so  much 
trouble  in  rearing  their  fry  that  they  will  attempt 
it  no  longer,  but  appeal  to  some  fish  culturist  to 
supply  them  with  yearlings.  Only  this  moment 
one  gentleman  writes : “ Will  you  help  me  out  of 
my  difficulty,  if  possible  f ....  I send  you  a 
bottle  containing  fifty  dead  fish  of  about  three 

months  old Can  you  tell  me  the  cause 

of  ray  loss  ? ....  At  all  events,  it  seems  hope- 
less for-  me  to  attempt  to  raise  my  own  fish  any 
longer.  Perhaps  it  is  that  I cannot  devote 
sufficient  time  to  it  myself,  and  I have  no  one  I 

can  trust  about  my  place I shall  certainly 

not  waste  time  and  money  any  more  on  fry.” 

This  is  a sample  of  many  letter  I get,  and  it  is 
not  possible  to  say  what  was  the  cause  of  the 
death  of  the  fry  in  most  instances.  In  this 
particular  case  the  little  fish  were  well  grown, 
and  had  evidently  fed  well  for  a time  ; but  there 
are  so  many  causes  for  the  loss  of  young  fry,  that 
without  seeing  the  place,  and  ascertaining  all  the 
“ ins  and  outs  ” of  the  treatment,  as  well  as  the 
character  of  the  water,  I defy  anyone  to  give  the 
reason  for  their  “ going  off.”  Possibly  the  bottom 
of  the  rearing  tank  or  pond  had  got  fouled  with 
too  much  artificial  food ; it  may  be  that  the  water 
supply  had  failed  even  only  for  a few  hours,  the 
unusual  heat  of  the  last  few  weeks  may  have  sent 
up  the  temperature  of  the  water  to  a point  that 
young  trout  will  not  stand.  At  all  events,  it  is 
the  old  story : “ My  fry  went  on  splendidly  till 
about  the  tenth  or  eleventh  week,  when  I noticed 
first  a few  looking  very  lazy,  then  some  dead,  and 
in  a few  days  so  many  had  gone  off  that  I 
bundled  the  remainder  into  my  stream,  where  I 
suppose  they  will  soon  be  eaten  by  the  larger  fish 
already  there.”  Yes,  I fear  that  has  been  the  end 
of  this  gentleman’s  little  bit  of  trout  culture,  for 
this  season  at  all  events ; but,  as  I used  to  say  to 
my  pupils  when  I was  in  full  swing  as  a teacher 
of  music,  “ there  is  a little  couplet,  running  : 

If  at  first  you  don’t  succeed. 

Never  try  any  more.” 

My  pupils  would  look  at  me  in  astonishment,  and 
I would  ask  them  if  I had  misquoted  at  all. 
“■  Oh,  yes ; it  ought  to  have  been  ‘ Try,  try  again.’  ” 
“ Exactly,”  I would  reply,  “ and  it  means  not 
only  ‘ try,  try  ’ twice,  but  to  keep  on  till  you  do 
succeed.”  And  this  is  precisely  the  case  in  trout 
raising.  If  the  treatment  in  the  hatchery  and  in 
the  rearing  ponds  does  not  succeed,  the  system 
requires  alteration  in  some  way  or  another,  but 
which  I cannot  explain  here  any  more  than  my 
friend,  F.  Mather,  of  America,  can,  as  he  has  put 
it,  “tell  you  by  a letter  how  to  play  on  a musical 
instrument.”  I agree  with  him  there,  as  we  all 
know  that  it  takes  years  of  hard  study  to  make 
even  a decent  player,  and  “ practise  ” must  not  be 
neglected  for  many  days  at  a time,  and  we  can 
only  practise  at  rearing  trout  fry  for  about  three 
months  in  the  year. 

There  are  many  streams  and  ponds  which 
may  be  successfully  stocked  with  fry,  but  these 
must  be  perfectly  or  practically  free  from  older 
trout,  and,  of  course,  pike  and  perch ; otherwise 
we  are  only  putting  trout  into  the  water  to  fatten 
these  predaceous  fish.  I have  mentioned  else- 
where an  instance  in  this  immediate  neighbour- 
hood of  a stream  which  was  an  ideal  south 
country  trout  stream  forty  years  since.  It 
formerly  contained  heavy  trout,  and  hardly  any 
other  fish ; but  “ pollution,”  that  curse  of  the 
present  day,  despite  the  great  importance  of  the 
manufacturing  interest,  killed  every  fish  in  the 
river — it  was  absolutely  devoid  of  any  living  thing, 
fish  or  fish  food,  and  weeds,  for  several  years. 
But  taking  a stroll  one  day  in  March  I came  to 
this  little  river,  which  1 loved  as  a boy,  and  where 
I caught  my  first  trout  neai’ly  fifty  years  ago. 
On  approaching  the  stream  I was  agreeably  sur- 
prised to  find  it  a brilliantly  clear  colour,  and  the 
weed  was  beginning  to  grow  again.  I instantly 
jumped  into  the  water,  to  the  astonishment  of  my 
companion,  who  put  me  down  as  mad,  and  I 


hauled  out  a double  handful  of  weed,  covered  with 
food  of  various  kinds  such  as  trout  love.  Well, 
my  first  surprise  being  over,  I sought  the  keeper, 
whom  I accosted,  saying,  “ Keeper,  what  have 
you  been  doing  to  the  river  Y ” He  of  course 
replied,  “ I ain’t  done  nothin’  to  the  river,  sir.” 
“No;”  I said,  “hut  isn’t  the  water  free  from 
that  horrible  poison  which  has  been  turned  in 
for  so  many  years  P ” “ Oh,  yes,  sir ; them 

mills  has  changed  hands,  and  they  only  uses  ’em 
for  what  they  calls  water-] )0wer.”  “ Oh,”  I said, 

“ you  mean  that  they  turn  nothing  into  the  river 
now.”  “ That’s  just  it,  sir.”  “All  right,”  said  I, 
and  I came  home,  need  I say,  delighted  to  find  that 
there  was  a pros])ect  of  restoring  the  beautiful 
little  river  to  a trout  stream.  I accordingly  sent 
down  on  the  following  day,  without  saying  a word 
to  anyone,  ten  thousand  trout  fry.  These  I watched 
the  whole  summer  and  the  following,  and  great 
was  my  satisfaction  in  the  second  year  to  find 
that  the  fish  were  9in.  and  lOin.  long.  In  the 
third  year  other  ])eople  found  them  out  too,  and 
the  owner  asked  Mr.  Francis  Francis  if  he  could 
account  for  the  re-appearance  of  trout  in  the 
stream.  He  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  as  the 
pollution  had  ceased,  and  as  there  were  trout 
higher  up  the  river,  they  had  natui'ally  worked 
down ; but  I was  vain  enough  to  think  otherwise, 
and  informed  the  owner  of  the  fact  that  on  such 
and  such  a day  I placed  the  trout  fry  in  ! Now, 
as  there  was  not  a “fin”  of  any  kind  in  the 
water  these  little  fishes  had  it  all  to  themselves, 
and  they  made  capital  use  of  their  time,  growing 
to  2jlb.  and  251b.  in  the  third  year,  and  many  a 
big  one  I have  caught  there  since.  It  is,  of 
course,  no  longer  any  use  to  place  fry  there,  and 
1 therefore  put  500  or  lOOO  yearlings  in  every 
year. 

Now,  we  have  a great  many  visitors  to  my  fish 
ponds,  and  one  and  all  agree  that  the  site  is 
peculiarly  suitable,  the  water  facilities  marvel- 
lous, the  natural  food  is  there  in  enormous 
quantities,  &c. ; but  when  we  begin  to  talk  about 
the  expense  of  construction  and  cost  of  main- 
tenance of  even  a small  fishery,  they  usually 
“ shoot  out  their  lips  and  shake  ttieir  heads,”  and 
decide  not  to  go  in  for  trout  culture  themselves. 

Where  artificial  feeding  has  to  be  resorted  to, 
I cannot  impress  too  strongly  upon  amateurs  the 
necessity  of  keeping  well  out  of  sight  while  the 
fish  are  very  young.  They  will  see  you  coming 
ten  yards  off,  and  you  may  scatter  food  as  you 
please,  but  they  will  have  none  of  it.  The  young 
fish  must  have  time  to  become  accustomed  to 
their  keeper,  the  same  as  young  pheasants.  I 
have  often  walked  through  a pheasant  preserve 
and  noticed  that  the  birds  are  not  the  least 
alarmed  at  the  keeper  in  his  shirt-sleeves  moving 
about  amongst  them,  but,  as  soon  as  I put  in  an 
appearance,  having  a coat  on,  they  were  all  off  in 
an  instant. 

I should  say  it  takes  two  months  or  move  after 
feeding  point  for  the  little  fish  to  be  so 
accustomed  to  a man  walking  along  the  banks 
and  distributing  the  food,  in  whatever  way  it  is 
done,  that  they  have  no  longer  any  fear  of  feeding 
so  close,  and,  in  three  months’  time,  they  will 
become  bold  enough  to  come  right  into  the 
feeding-spoon  or  bowl  after  their  food;  but  at 
first  they  should  not  be  allowed  to  see  strangers 
at  all,  particularly  at  feeding-time.  My  large 
breeders  of  61b.  and  71b.  will  come  and  feed  out 
of  my  keeper’s  hand,  and  we  can  lift  out  three  or 
four  huge  fish  with  a big  landing-net. 

I suppose  that  if  a professional  trout-breeder, 
with  his  appliances,  and  his  men  constantly  on 
the  look-out  for  enemies,  suffers  from  the  depre- 
dations of  fish-eating  birds  and  insects,  an 
amateur  who  frequently  leaves  the  young  fish 
without  any  attention  whatever,  after  turning 
them  out  into  the  rearing  pond,  must  expect  to 
suffer  much  more  severely.  My  own  losses  from 
the  “ Dytiscus  ” larv;e  this  season  have  been 
exceptionally  large,  but  the  moment  they 
appeared  a man  was  told  off  to  catch  them,  and  it 
may  be  of  use  if  I explain  the  habit  of  the  insect 
and  the  way  to  capture  it. 

As  soon  as  the  larvm  is  hatched  it  commences 
to  feed,  and  it  has  an  unfortunate  habit  of  ex- 
posing itself  by  coming  to  the  surface  of  the 
water,  where  it  hangs  head  downwards,  on  the 
look-out  for  anything  living  which  comes  within 
reach.  In  order  to  catch  it  one  must  apj>roach  the 
water  cautiously,  and  as  soon  as  one  is  observed, 
a small  gauze  net  on  a long  handle  must  be  put 


in  a few  inches  below  the  insect.  It  will  imme- 
diately dive  straight  down  into  tho  net,  and  can 
be  destroyed.  I am  sorry  to  say  that  we  have 
found  great  numbers  of  these  pests  this  season — 
I think  700  or  800  all  told — and  1 have  every 
reason  to  believe  that  one  of  them  will  get  six 
or  eight  young  trout  a day.  Multiply  this  by  the 
number  of  larvm  caught,  and  it  is  no  longer  a 
wonder  how  trout  fry  disaj)pear.  We  have 
caught  these  larvic  this  season  an  inch  long,  and 
frequently  he  had  a fish  of  twice  his  length,  but  so 
firmly  had  he  hold  that  the  young  fish  never 
recovered,  even  if  we  released  it,  the  mandibles 
having  gone  clean  through  the  body  of  the  fish. 

Now  as  to  herons  and  kingfishers.  If  trout 
are  to  be  grown  some  check  must  be  put  on  these 
birds.  We  know  that  a kingfisher  lives  on  fish 
exclusively,  and  we  know,  too,  that  its  very  nest 
is  made  of  fish-bones  and  scales,  in  truth  a not 
very  sweet  smelling  affair.  There  is  an  excellent 
little  trap  made  on  purpose  for  the  kingfishers, 
and  it  should  be  placed  on  a stump  a few  inches 
out  of  the  water,  and  sooner  or  later  the  bird 
will  be  caught.  We  do  not,  however,  find  many 
kingfishers  at  my  ponds,  and  I certainly  do  not 
mean  to  let  them  get  very  numerous,  for  I imagine 
that  a pair  of  birds  in  the  breeding  season  will  cost 
me  20s.  or  25s.  worth  of  trout  every  week. 
Herons  must  be  treated  in  a somewhat  similar 
manner,  viz.,  by  setting  traps  for  them.  They  get 
so  tremendously  cunning,  even  when  traps  are 
properly  set,  that  it  is  necessary  to  have  a 
number  of  them  set  pretty  close  together,  and 
hidden  completely.  The  last  heron  we  caught 
was  on  an  Easter  Sunday  morning,  and  I have  no 
doubt  that  this  particular  bird  had,  like  a good 
churchman,  been  observing  Lent  very  religiously  ; 
at  all  events,  he  made  up  his  mind  to  have  a good 
feast  on  Easter  morning,  and  when  my  man 
appeared  on  the  scene  about  5 o’clock  a.m.,  Mr. 
Heron  was  endeavouring  to  condone  his  offence 
by  disgorging  my  fish.  This  did  not,  however, 
save  his  life,  for  my  man  waxed  wrath,  and  went 
straight  for  him  with  a stick  and  killed  him.  The 
bird  made  several  desperate  “ lunges  ” at  my 
keeper,  but  he  took  good  care  to  keep  out  of 
reach  of  his  formidable  beak.  I have  heard  that 
a heron  goes  straight  for  one’s  eye,  and  I pity 
the  person  who  ventures  too  near.  This  bird 
disgorged  thirty-eight  yearling  trout,  but  it  was 
his  last  breakfast ! 

The  kingfisher,  beautiful  bird  as  it  is,  must  not 
be  allowed  free  ingress  and  egress  to  a trout 
farm,  and  the  tables  are  occasionally  turned  on 
them,  as  I will  show.  One  day  I was  walking 
round  with  one  of  my  men,  and  a kingfisher  got 
up  with  a fish  of  about  six  inches  long.  A well- 
directed  charge  of  shot  was  sent  after  it,  and  the 
bird  being  hit  hard,  immediately  dropped  the 
fish  over  a pond  containing  very  large  fish ; the 
instant  the  fish  touched  the  water,  one  of  my  6 or 
7-pounders  had  it,  and  the  bird,  failing  to  reach 
the  other  side  of  the  pond,  fell  into  the  water, 
and  was  instantly  taken  by  a big  fish. 

( To  he  continued.) 


Ladies  are  now  taking  to  the  river  by  the 
dozen  as  their  regular  outdoor  autumn  pastime. 
The  Hon.  Mrs.  Parker  Jervis,  Lady  Kennard, 
Madame  Albani-Gye  are  to  be  seen  daily  at  the 
river  with  their  creels  slung  over  their  shoulders, 
their  rods  rigged  up,  and  the  inevitable  Tara 
O’Shanter  stuck  full  of  likely  and  unlikely  lures. 

The  Antarctic  Seal  Elsuinh. — It  is  reported 
in  Dundee  that  a second  effort  has  been  made, 
but  without  success,  to  sell  in  Liverpool  part  of  the 
sealskins  brought  home  by  the  Antarctic  sealers 

The  Twelfth — Arerdeen. — Sportsmen  have 
been  arriving  with  every  mail  during  the  week, 
and  especially  during  the  last  three  days,  and  all 
is  in  active  preparation  for  the  fwelfth.  Whatever 
may  be  the  case  with  regard  to  some  districts 
in  other  ]iarts  of  the  country,  there  is  no  reason 
for  any  uneasiness  as  to  the  grouse  season  in  any 
of  the  extensive  or  other  Aberdeenshire  moors. 
Birds  are  strong,  and  with  rough  weather  may  be 
wild,  but  meantime  everything  portends  an 
auspicious  opening.  Deer  in  the  forest  of  Glen 
Tana,  Glen  Muick,  Balmoral,  Invercauld,  and 
Mar,  are  in  more  forward  condition  than  has  been 
the  case  for  a dozen  years  back.  Already  the 
rifle  has  been  heard,  but  it  will  be  after  the  flush 
of  the  grouse  season  before  stalking  becomes 
general. 
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that,  viewed  from  a height,  the  island  looks  like 
many  curiously  formed  islands  which  have  barely 
escaped  from  the  embrace  of  the  sea,  and  are 
liable  at  any  moment  to  be  overwhelmed  by  it. 
The  picturescjiie  Loch  Uskavagh  on  the  east  has  so 
far  encroached  upon  the  land  by  way  of  Heouravay 
Bay  that  the  fresh-water  loch  of  that  name 
seems  to  hold  its  title  to  be  called  “ fresh  on  a 
very  precarious  tenure,  and  all  round  its  shores  a 
similar  state  of  matters  prevail.  On  all  sides 
are  lochs,  tarns,  creeks,  and  bays — everywhere 
water.  To  convey  some  idea  of  this  on  paper  an 
appeal  to  statistics  may  not  be  uninteresting. 
The  total  area  of  the  island,  including  land,  roads, 
foreshore,  water,  and  tidal  water,  is  22,873,783 
acres.  The  land  area  is  1 1, Obi, 024  acres  ; roads 
account  for  -14,541  acres  ! there  are  102.1-5i  acres 
of  tidal  water,  and  no  fewer  than  3,35o,2-58  acres 
(,f  foreshore  (an  enormous  proportion),  while  of 
fresh  water,  which  can  most  be  described  as  fii 
for  angling,  the  total  sums  up  to  2, .302, 803  acres, 
an  incrtdible  area  of  water  compared  with  the 
extent  of  the  laud,  being  in  lact  about  one  acre 
of  water  to  every  seven  acres  and  a half  of  land. 
Such  an  island  has  charms  to  offer  to  the  angler 
peculiarly  its  own,  provided  he  can  wander  over 
its  moors  from  locn  to  loch,  now  trying  this  one 
and  anon  that,  as  his  fancy  may  prompt  him.  In 
Benbecula  there  is  a bewildering  plethora  of 
choice,  but  the  angler  never  can  go  very  far  wrong. 
Some  of  the  lochs  are  large  compared  witu 
others.  Some  are  good,  some  are  better,  and 
some  are  excellent,  but  none  are  absolutely  bad, 
and  all  hold  fish.  In  this  loch  your  captures  will 
be  numerous,  confiding,  and  small,  in  that  they 
will  be  larger  and  not  so  numerous,  while  in  the 
next  you  may  hap  on  a few  good  fish  only,  which 
will  try  your  patience  in  raising  and  hooking,  and 
your  skill,  when  hooked,  to  successfully  land.  In 
all  the  other  islands  of  the  Hebridean  group  you 
can  fall  into  the  error  of  fishing  where  you  have 
no  right  to  fish  without  express  leave.  In 
Benbecular  it  is  impossible  for  you  to  do  so; 
large  and  small,  good  and  not  so  good,  all  the 
lochs,  north,  south,  east,  and  west,  are  absolutely 
open,  provided  you  are  residing  at  Creagorry  Inn. 
That  inn  is  a most  comfortable  hostelry  in  every 
way,  and  moderate  in  its  charges.  It  can  only 
accommodate  a limited  number,  but  it  is 
rarelv  quite  full  (owing  to  the  counter 
attractions  of  South  and  North  Uist),  while, 
by  writing  to  Mr.  Bain,  the  lessee,  before- 
hand, rooms  can  generally  be  secured.  Creagorry 
has  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  most 
comfortable  inns  in  the  Hebrides,  and  it  does  not, 
on  acquaintance,  belie  its  I’eputation.  It  is 
reached  by  way  of  Lochboisdale,  from  which  it  is 
some  twenty  miles  distant.  There  is  a daily 
steamer  from  Oban  to  Lochboisdale.  It  can  also 
be  reached  by  the  Dunara  Castle  and  the 
Hebridean,  direct  from  Greenock,  the  former, 
sailing  on  Thursday  evenings,  being  the  larger 
and  more  comfortable  steamer  of  the  tw’O. 
Though  not  situated  in  Benbtcula,  one  of  the 
attractions  of  Creagorry  is  undoubtedly  Loch 
Bee,  in  South  Uist,  which  can  be  fished  from 
Creagoiry.  This  is  a fine  large  loch,  with  which 
the  s-ea  connects  at  both  ends  It  contains, 
however,  no  sea-trout,  but  only  remarkably  fine 
yellow  trout  of  the  silvery  order,  which  average 
fully  11b.,  and  are  very  beautiful  and  very  game 
fish.  There  are  boats  on  the  loch,  but  ic  yields 
best  results  by  wading,  as  it  is  clear  and  shallow, 
and  has  a firm  bottom  of  splendid  sand. 
All  over  it  is  the  best  loch  over  which  hotel  guests 
can  fiih  ; in  fact,  it  is  one  of  the  very  best  trout 
lochs  lo  be  found  anywhere.  Benbecula  thus, 
though  it  can  hardly  lay  claim  to  the  position 
occupied  by  South  and  North  Uist  amongst 
angling  centres,  has  advantages  and  charms  of 
Its  own,  not  the  least  of  which  is  the  absolute 
freedom  to  fish  everywhere  and  anywhere  which 
the  angler  enjoys, wii  bout  the  dreaded  reservation 
of  proprietary  rights  to  stay  his  footsteps  on  the 
one  hand,  nor  the  inexorable  “ rooster,'’  with  its 
clearly  marked  exclusive  beat,  on  the  other, 
to  warn  him  from  invading,  rod  in  hand,  the 
shores  of  any  loch  which  bis  fancy  may  prompt 
him  to  try. 


We  have  much  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  one  guinea  from  Mr.  G.  H.  Wood, 
president  of  the  lloxton  Brothers  A.ngling 
Society.  This  is  the  first  cash  subscription  for 
the  proposed  Izaak  Walton  4\  indow. 


THE  WAI/roN  STATUE  IN  WIN- 
CH E.STEK  CATHEDRAL. 


We  tike  the  following  extract  from  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  October  2,  1886  : 

‘•I’ropo.sed  Statue  to  I/.aar  Walton  in  Win- 
( HESTER  GaTHEHRAL.  — SuOGESTEli  Su  IlSCRIP- 
TioN  liY  Anglers. 

“Mr.  11.  T.  .Jenkins,  of  the  I’ortsmouth  Wal-  j 
tonian  Glub,  Soutlisea,  writes  the  following  letter  I 
to  the  Times  : — ' 

“ IzAAK  Walton  and  Winchester  Cathedral.  ' 
“ Tn  thr  Ediloi-  of  the  ‘ Times.' 

“ Sib, — Tho  Dean  of  Winchester,  the  Very  Eev.  Dr. 
Kitohiu,  has  intimated  that,  should  a vacant  niche  bo 


we  shall  open  an  ‘Izaak  Walton  Statue  Sub- 
scription List,’  and  subscribe  towards  it,  and 
have  no  doubt  sutlicient  funds  will  soon  be  forth- 
coming.” 

IVe  give  an  illustration  of  the  statue  from  a 
photogra]ih  taken  in  the  Gathedral. 


B E N B E C U L A . 

By  Duine  Miiiv. 

It  the  sister  islands  of  South  and  North  Uist, 
which  dwarf  the  angling  importance  of  Benbecula, 
were  non-existent,  the  smallest  of  these  three 
islands  would  without  (hiubt  find  a more 
prcniincnt  place  in  the  li.-t  of  fishing  localities. 


BTATUE  OF  IZAAIv  WALTON  IN  WINCHESTEE  CATHEDEAL. 


lift  in  the  great  screen  in  Winchester  Cathedral,  it 
shall  be  occupied  by  a statue  of  the  friend  of  tho  good 
Bishop  Ken,  and  the  Father  of  Anglers  (who  lie.s  buried 
in  Winchester  Cathedral),  Izaak  Walton.  I am  sure  such 
an  occup)ation  would  give  universal  satisfaction  to  my 
brothers  of  the  angle,  and  I should  hope  that  it  might 
be  their  privih-ge  to  contribute  to  the  coat  of  the 
statue.  As  a humble  member  of  the  fraternity  I would 
willingly  contribute  my  mite. — Your  obedient  servant, 

“Sept.2;i.  ' H.  T.  Jenkins. 

“IVe  quite  agree  with  Mr.  Jenkins,  and  as 
soon  as  it  is  decided  that  a jilace  wdll  be  reserved 
for  it  in  the  great  screen  in  Winchester  Gathedral, 


Fortunately,  Or  unfortunately,  however,  as  one 
may  care  to  regard  the  lact,  Benbecula  is  so 
situated  with  regard  to  the  Uists  that  its  real 
merits  are  comparatively  disregarded.  Gon- 
sidered  absolutel.y,  it  is  a very  excellent  little 
island,  and  affords  more  loch  fishing  of  very  fair 
(|Uality  for  its  size  than  any  other  island  off  the 

coast  or  district  in  the  mainland  of  Scotland.  A 
glance  at  the  map  reveals  an  island  all  water; 
where  the  sea  does  not  run  in  and  cut  its  shores 
into  a thousand  fantastic  bays  and  cieeks,  fresh- 
water lochs  of  all  sha])es  and  sizes  so  abound. 
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ANGLING  FIXTURES. 

Allgust  13.  

liorniondsoy  lirothcrs  : Match. 

Uloomsbury  Brothers  : Matcli  at  Slough  Canal. 
Hrorapton  : Matcli  at  Yalding. 

Competition  in  Slongli  Canal  for  benefit  of  sufferers 
in  Skegness  disaster. 

Hearts  of  Oak  : Match  at  Cheshunt. 

Izaak  Walton  : Match  at  Ware. 

Peckham  Brothers  : Match. 

Phoenix  : Prize  outing  (two  days). 

West  Ham  : Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 

August  14. 

Anglers’  Association  : General  committee  meeting, 
8.30  ; renting  and  preservation  meeting,  9. .30. 
Bkackfriars  : Central  Association  visit. 

Central  Association ; Monthly  delegate  meeting  at 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Covent  G arden. 

Convivial  ; Visit. 

August  15. 

Gresham  ; Competition  at  Temprford. 

Waggoners  : Visit. 

Westminster ; Visit. 

August  16. 

Amicable  Brothers  ; Roving  match. 

South  London  ; Match  at  Ashurst. 

August  17. 

Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Society  : Match  at 

Ormesby. 


Aug.  20. — Amicable  Brothers:  Outing  to  Amberley. 

,,  20. — Bostonians  : Match  at  Panghonrne. 

.1  20. — Eustoniaos  : Outing  to  Whitstable. 

,,  20. — Horseferry  : Match. 

,,  20. — Pixie  : Match  at  Egham. 

,,  20. — Walham  Green  : Match. 

,,  20. — Waggoners  : Match. 

,1  20. — United  Brothers  : Match  in  the  Medway. 

,,  21. — Globe  : Smoking  Concert. 

,,  21. — Good  Intent : Dinner  at  Rye  House. 

,,  21. — St.  John’s  : Visit. 

,,  21. — West  London  : Match. 

).  27. — Great  Yarmouth  Working  Men’s  A.S.  : 

Outing  to  Norwich. 

,,  27. — West  London  : Match. 

),  28. — Westminster  : Match  at  Horley. 


TIDE  TABLES. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below. 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  r5.5  min.  for  Kew. 

40  ,,  ,,  Putney.  \ 75  ,,  ,,  Richmond. 

45  ,,  ,,  Hammer-  Add-jSO  ,,  ,,  Twicken- 

smith.  I ham. 

50  ,,  Barnes.  ^85  ,,  ,,  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday,  Aug. 
Sunday,  ,, 

12  

Morning. 

2.  1 

Evening. 

2 25 

13  

2.47  

3.  8 

Monday,  ,, 

14  

3.29  

3 49 

Tuesday,  ,, 

15  

4 27 

Wednesday,  ,, 
Thursday,  ,, 
Friday,  ,, 

1()  

4.45  

5 2 

17  

5.18  

. ...  5.34 

18  

5.51  

6.  9 

High  Water  at  Amberley  and  Pdlborough. 

Morning.  Evening 

Saturday,  Aug.  12  2 41  3.  5 

Sunday,  ,,  13  3 27  3 48 

Monday,  ,,  14  4.  9 4.29 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley. 

Pulborough  will  be  two  hours  forty  minutes  later. 


JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAT. 


Early  on  Thursday  mornii  g a rather  heavy  thunder- 
storm burst  over  Loudon,  ano  was  especially  violent  in 
the  south-eastern  district.  The  storm  was  preceded  by 
sheet-lightning  and  low  rumblings  of  thunder  late  on 
Wednesday  night,  after  an  exceedingly  warm  and  relax- 
ing day.  Betii  een  half-past  one  and  tlree  in  the  morning 
the  lightning  flashes  were  extremely  vivid  and  frequent, 
scarcely  a second  elapsing  without  a bright  broad  flash 
illuminating  one  or  another  point  of  the  horizon.  The 
disturbance  seemed  to  pass  rapidly  over  to  the  north- 
west. Rain  showers,  which  although  very  heavy,  were 
of  very  brief  duration,  accompanied  the  storm,  which 
subsided  shortly  after  three  o’clock,  although  the 
lightning  continued  for  over  two  hours  longer. 

****** 

Mr.  Rennell,  at  the  Broxbonrno  Luncheon,  expressed 
hii  warmest  admiration  of  the  manner  in  which  thj 
London  clubs  are  lo^ponding  to  the  appeal  for  funds  in 
aid  of  the  sutfcrers  in  the  Skegness  disaster.  It  is 
hinted  that  the  sum  of  .£100  will  possibly  be  raised. 
Mr.  Abrahams  is  striving  his  utmost  to  make  the  com- 
1 etition  at  Slough,  on  the  13th  inst.,  a success.  It  may 
not  bo  out  of  place  to  use  Mr.  Abraham’s  favourite 
expression  “Many  can  help  one!”  But  in  this  sad 
disaster  there  are  thirty  to  be  helped. 


A FEW  days  ago  at  Bwlcli-y-ciban,  Montgomeryshire, 
a young  lady,  only  thirteen  years  of  age,  was  fishing, 
when  she  suddenly  lost  her  fishing  rod,  which  disap- 
peared below  the  water,  but  having  with  her  a very 
faithful  retriever  dog  watching  the  sport,  as  soon  as 
the  rod  made  its  re-appearanco  above  water  the  dog 
plunged  in  and  brought  it  safely  to  land,  and  also 
landed  with  it  a very  large  chub,  which  was  tlie  cause 
of  the  young  lady  lo.singfor  a short  time  her  fisliing  rod. 

****** 

Mr.  Malcolm  canglit  tbreo  roach  and  ono  bream 
before  breakfast  on  the  morning  of  August  0— one 
roach  11b.  14oz.  and  another  of  21b.  2Joz. ; the  two 
together  over  41b.  They  have  been  sent  to  Mr.  Cooper 
for  ])reservation.  These  two  “ beauties  ” were  on  view 
at  the  “ Cricketers,”  and  were  naturally  much  admired. 
* * ' # * .*  * 

Railway  and  contest  tickets  for  the  great  Birmingham 
contest  will  be  issued  by  the  Gen.  Sec.  at  the  Birming- 
ham Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield,  on  Saturday  evenings, 
Aug.  12tb,  19th,  and  20th,  and  Sept.  2,  from  seven  till 
ten  o’clock. 

****** 

Mr.  William  Dobson,  of  West  Thirston,  writes  : 
“ The  Coquet  this  season  has  been  so  far  nearly  a blank. 
The  drainage  of  the  uplands  has  taken  away  all  the  bog 
water,  and  with  a drought  like  it  lias  been  this  season, 
we  have  scarcely  had  water  to  drive  a mill.  I hope  we 
will  have  some  autumn  Hoods.  Our  rod-fishing  goes  on 
until  November  1.” 

****** 

Mil.  Bambridge,  of  Eton,  castin^j  from  the  reel,  at 
the  Broxbourne  Tercentenary  Luncheon,  on  Wednesday, 
with  a trifle  over  Ijoz.  weight,  made  a cast  of  sixty-two 
yards.  Mr.  Jardine  also  made  some  really  splendid 
casts. 

****** 

On  Friday  evening  last  a trout  weighing  91b.  lljoz. 
was  on  view  at  the  Citizen,  70,  Houndsditch.  It  was 
taken  from  the  Lea. 

****** 

South  v.  East. 

Oh,  picturesipie  is  Plymouth  Sound, 

Historic  place, 

Which  to  the  memory  recalls 
A former  race. 

Mount  Edgeombe,  with  its  wooded  slopes, 

Saw  Drake  set  sail 

Against  the  Spaniard’s  fleet  to  war — 

Aye,  and  prevail. 

Drake’s  Island  still,  with  forts  and  guns, 
Protects  the  bay. 

Tlie  Citadel  hard  by  the  Hoe 
Lies  cold  and  grey. 

The  giant  mole  defies  the  wave 
And  mocks  the  gale  ; 

Within  its  arms  the  vessel  furls 
Her  storm-rent  sail. 

The  Eddystone  above  the  surf 
In  grandeur  rears 

Her  head,  and  guides  the  sailor  past 
The  rock  he  fears. 

But  though  old  Suffolk’s  shores  are  flit, 

And  rooks  give  place 

To  sand  and  shingle,  drear  and  waste. 

Devoid  of  grace. 

Life-giving  breezes  .“weep  the  beach, 

To  me  more  fair 

Than  all  the  beauties  of  the  Sound 
With  Plymouth  air. 

Plymouth.  C.  G.  D. 

****** 

“ I CONSIDER,”  says  “Halcyon,”  “the  present  month 
one  of,  if  not  the  most, unsatisfactory  months  in  the  whole 
year  for  any  kind  of  fishing;  but  a man  who  is  fairly 
infected  with  the  angling  fever  must  fish,  even  if  it  is  in 
a water-butt,  or  practising  long  casts  on  a lawn,  so  I 
expect  I must  do  the  best  I can.  First  and  foremost,  I 
strongly  recommend  the  Fog  Black,  but,  remember,  tne 
wings  must  be  made  from  the  slate-grey  feather  of  a 
hull-finch  ; starling  is  no  use  at  all  in  this  fly.  Then 
comes  the  Green  Midge  ; and  as  this  fly  is  not  generally 
known,  I will  give  the  dressing  of  it — Body,  emerald- 
green,  silk-dressed,  fat  and  short,  hackled  with  feather 
from  the  breast  of  a Norwegian  crow,  or  from  a sea 
swallow  ; book.  No.  00  Kendal  scale,  short  shank.  This 
fly,  properly  dressed,  exactly  imitates  the  little  green 
aphis  which  falls  from  the  trees  at  this  time  of  year. 
Only  last  week  I had  a striking  illustration  of  its  value 
from  a south  country  angler,  to  whom  I had  recom- 
mended it.  He  was  fishing  on  the  Darenth,  and  finding 
the  fish  would  look  at  nothing,  as  a last  resoui’ce  he 
tried  one  of  these  flies,  the  result  being  that  he  killed 
two  brace  of  large  trout,  when  he,  perhaps,  otherwise, 
would  have  gone  home  without  a single  fish.  In 
addition  to  the  above  I recommend  the  following  flies  : 
August  Brown,  Poult  Bloa,  Brown  Owl,  Apple-green 
Dun,  Green  Insect,  and  Cinnamon  Fly.” 

****** 

Mr.  Barton,  fishing  recently  at  Lower  Witton 
Reservoir,  near  Birmingham,  for  roach,  with  wasp  grub, 
on  superfine  X X X X gut,  hooked  a fish,  which  at  once 
required  very  special  care  and  attention,  and,  after  an 
hour’s  exciting  sport,  safely  landed  a really  magnificent 
trout,  in  the  very  pink  of  condition,  and  weighing  close 
upon  31b.  This  is  being  preserved  b.y  Messrs.  Cooper, 
together  with  a part  of  the  extremely  fine  gut  it  was 
taken  on. 


Mr.  Harry  Cushing,  while  dace  fishing  at  Twicken- 
ham Deeps  (attended  by  H.  Harper),  hooked,  on  fine 
dace  tackle,  a very  largo  barbel,  which  ho  held  and 
played  for  about  half  an  hour,  hut,  having  no  landing- 
net,  ho  borrowed  a well-net  from  a passing  punt.  'There 
is  an  old  saying  that  “ beggars  should  not  he  chosers  ; ” 
it  was  a ease  of  have  it  or  leave  it.  He  had  it.  ’The 
net  was  rotten,  and  Mr.  8ih.  or  ffih.  Barbel  escaped 
through  the  bottom  of  the  net.  Moral ; Don’t  fish  for 
barbel  with  dace  tackle  without  a landing-net. 

****** 

Mr.  J.  B.  Willard,  of  New  York,  caught  a rabbit 
fish  in  Jamaica  Bay  recently.  This  fish  is  extremely 
rare  in  waters  so  far  nortli,  lint  is  oominon  about  Cuba 
and  the  West  Indie.s.  It  has  a peculiarly  shaped  mouth 
which  in  position  and  form  bears  a striking  resemblance 
to  that  of  a rabbit,  and  from  this  feature  it  no  doubt 
gets  its  name.  Otherwise  it  is  a scaleless  fish  about 
20in.  long  and  resembling  in  colour  the  Spanish  mackerel. 
****** 

An  unpopular  quotation  : “ Beware  of  the  wasps.” 
****** 

Mrs.  Cartwright,  wife  of  a shopkeeper  at  South 
Levertou.  Notts,  was  recently  stung  on  the  thumb  by  a 
wasp,  and  died  within  a quarter  of  an  hour. 

****** 

Talking  of  wasps,  there  would  seem  to  be  an 
epidemic  of  the  unwelcome  and  uninvited  visitors  to  our 
tea-tables  (especially  in  the  vincinity  of  cornfields,  and 
by  the  riverside).  The  queen  wasp  is  said  to  lay  an 
almost  fabulous  number  of  eggs.  Anglers  will 
confer  a benefit  upon  society  by  becoming  revolutionists 
and  patronising  McDougalTs  “ Vermin  Choker.”  They 
will  be  able  to  supply  themselves  with  that  “ killing  ” 
bait,  wasp  grub,  and  rid  themselves  of  a pest. 

****** 

Some  few  years  since  an  instance  onnnrred  in  wliich  a 
farmer  (well  known  to  the  writer),  in  Malton,  Yorkshire, 
had  taken  the  money  for  a farm  he  had  sold,  and  was 
drinking  some  good  old  country  ale  with  the  purchaser. 
Stone  jugs  or  mugs  were  the  utensils  used.  As  the 
farmer  who  had  sold  his  farm  was  drinking,  he  felt 
something  “ tickle  ” his  throat.  The  “tickling”  sud- 
denly became  a painful  sting,  and  before  medical 
assistance  could  be  procured  the  man  was  a corpse. 
Moral;  Don’t  drink  country  beer  ont  of  “ stone  jugs.” 
****** 

Mr.  and  the  Misses  Elkin  Mathews  kept  “ St. 
Izaac’s  Day”  on  Wednesday  last  by  giving  an  “At 
Home,”  at  their  residence  in  Bedford  Park.  It  is  need- 
less to  say  that  the  function  was  a brilliant  success. 
****** 

“ loNCB  observed,”  says  Science,  “a  signal  ease  of  the 
eft'ect  of  trees  in  determining  rainfall.  A few  years  ago 
I was  walking  along  a road  in  the  so-called  backbone  of 
England  at  an  elevation  of  from  800  to  1000  feet  above 
the  sea-level.  It  was  a dull,  calm  October  day,  and  the 
hills  on  either  side  were  cased  in  mist.  Where  I was 
no  rain  was  falling  and  the  ground  was  quite  dry.  As 
I passed  on  the  road  entered  and  traversed  a wood  of 
fir  trees.  Here  I at  once  encountered  a gentle  drizzle. 
Far  from  suspecting  that  the  trees  were  playing'  any 
part  in  the  matter,  I concluded  that  the  expected  wet 
weather  had  at  last  set  in.  When  the  road  emerged 
from  the  wood  at  its  opposite  extremity  I found  that  no 
rain  was  there  falling-  or  had  fallen.  Still  I did  not 
connect  the  trees  with  the  dow-nfall,  but  imagined  that 
the  weather  had  again  improved.  On  returning  from 
iny  destination  about  three  hours  afterwards  1 found 
that  the  rain  was  still  falling  in  the  wood,  but  that  it 
ceased  as  soon  as  I emerged  into  the  open  country.  The 
ground,  too,  within  the  wood  was  wet,  still  all  around  it 
was  dry.  Hence  it  appeared  that  a slight  rain  must 
have  been  falling  for  the  greater  part  of  the  day  within 
the  wood,  but  not  in  the  hare  fields  and  heath  laud  out- 
side. Thus  under  certain  conditions  of  the  w-eather  the 
presence  of  trees  may  determine  rainfall  which  would 
not  take  place  in  their  absence.” 

* * * * * * 

Roamers  by  the  riverside  have  witnessed  attempts 
at  suicide  by  “ persons  of  unsound  mind.”  Coroners’ 
juries  are  invariably  selected  from  the  class  known  as 
business  men — to  whom  time  is  money.  When  the 
“ crowner  ” has  disposed  of  the  case  to  his  own  satisfac- 
tiou  and  that  of  the  twelve  good  men  and  true,  the 
foreman  may  pronounce  the  simple  word  “ Balmy  ’’-side. 
****** 

F'irht  Angler  ; “ Don’t  you  think  drinking  makes 
a man  feel  prematurely  aged  r ” Second  Angler;  “A 
good  deal  depends  on  the  age  of  the  whisky.” 
****** 

Tommy  : “ The  fish  go  in  schools,  don’t  they,  mamma 
Mamma:  “ Yes,  Tommy  dear.”  Tommy:  “ 1 wish  you 
would  buy  me  a bathing  suit,  mamma,  and  send  me  to 
one  of  their  schools.” 

****** 

What  he  Would  Do.  -Malcolm  : “I  think  it  very 
cruel  to  let  that  poor  fish  p;int  so  on  the  beach.” 
Mamma  : “ What  would  you  do  with  him,  Malcolm?” 
Malcolm;  “ I would  thiow  him  into  the  deep  sea  and 
let  him  get  his  breath.” 

****** 

A FATHER  had  taken  great  pains  to  teach  his  sou 
“how  and  when  to  strike,”  but  neglectid  to  tell 
him  what  to  strike.  The  son  took  panes  shortly 
atter  by  trying  to  kill  a wasp  on  the  window  by 
“ striking  ” it  with  a hammer.  Dragnet. 
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Eei^arts  from  Clubs 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Rejiorts  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning'.  Thursday  night’s  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  posi  on  Friday  morning.  Address Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,” 
marked  “ Club  Keport  ” outside  envelope. 


Anglers’  Association. — The  monthly  meeting  of 
the  general  committee  will  take  place  on  Monday  even- 
ing next,  Aug.  14,  at  8.30,  and  the  Renting  and  Pre- 
servation Committee  at  9.30. — R.  Ghurney,  sec. 

Anglers’  Association  (Visiting  List,  Eastern 
District,  No.  ‘2.)— The  next  return  visit  on  the  above 
list  will  take  place  at  the  St.  John’s  Angling  Club  on 
Monday,  August  '21.  This  is  a bad  night,  as  it  will  be 
delegate  meeting  and  a smoker  at  the  Globe  A.S.  ; but 
as  it  is  the  only  night  on  which  our  room  is  available, 
we  must  make  the  best  of  it.  Brother  Anglers  will 
receive  a hearty  welcome. — F.  Thoeling. 

Albert. — The  result  of  our  match  last  week  was  as 
follows  : First,  Mr.  Enever,  roach  and  bream,  81b.  12oz. 
(lai'gest  bream  31b.)  ; second,  Mr.  W.  Warde,  roach, 
71b.  Joz.  (all  taken  with  a fly,  several  just  on  a pound)  ; 
third,  Mr.  F.  Barnes,  roach,  Gib.  4oz.  ; and  fourth,  Mr. 

D.  B.  Green,  bream.  Messrs.  White,  Tollam,  Wiggins, 
Holbrow,  and  Davis  also  had  fish.  On  Wednesday  last 
Mr.  McLaughlin  was  proposed  as  a working  member, 
ballot  next  week. — W.  H.  Bryant. 

Allason  United  Brothers.  — On  the  6th  inst. 
Messrs.  Hill  and  Boreham  weighed-in  roach,  dace,  perch, 
and  jack  ; Messrs.  Jackson  and  A.  E.  Saunders  reported 
having  fished  in  the  Ouse  at  Huntingdon,  and  had 
capital  sport  amongst  the  bream  and  over  121b.  of 
capital  eels.  Mr.  Abraham  had  some  good  roach  and 
dace  from  the  Cambridge  district.  The  competition  at 
Mr.  Cook’s,  Slough,  on  the  13th,  will  be  well  attended  by 
the  above  club. — B.  Abrahams. 

Cook's  Competition,  Brickmakers’  Arms,  Slough. 

— All  competitors  must  enter  their  names  at  the  above 
house  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  after  the  arrival  of 
the  first  and  second  down  trains  from  London.  No 
members  will  be  allowed  to  compete  who  come  down 
Saturday  or  by  the  midnight  train.  All  competitors 
must  leave  by  any  train  after  8 a.m.  on  13th  from  Lon- 
don. The  weigh-in  takes  place  at  7 p.m.,  and  doors 
closed  at  7.30;  start  by  signal.  The  boundary  will  be 
notified  at  Slough.  I hope  every  angler  of  the  Anglers’ 
Association  will  compete. — B.  Abrahams. 

Alma.— On  Aug.  G the  following  weighed-in  ; Messrs. 
W.  Thornet,  roach,  bream,  dace,  and  perch;  W.  Hall, 
perch,  roach,  and  dace,  largest  perch  lib.  3Joz.  ; J. 
Drew,  dace  and  rudd ; W.  Stewart,  dace  and  tench; 
and  W.  Hopping,  roach.  On  Tuesday  Messrs.  Powell, 
Rank,  and  Boothby  were  proposed  as  working  members, 
ballot  next  week.  I hope  all  members  will  do  their  best 
in  supporting  the  subscription  list  on  behalf  of  wife  and 
children  of  the  late  Mr.  Talbot,  Mitre  Brothers  Angling 
Society.— G.  Marriott,  sec. 

Amicable  Brothers. — On  Aug.  6 we  had  a good 
show  of  roach  and  perch  by  Messrs.  Harding,  Hutchins, 
Parslow  and  Poster.  On  Wednesday  night  we  had 
rather  a small  meeting.  I hope  members  will  attend 
next  week,  as  our  roaming  match  takes  place  at  Amberley, 
Aug.  IG.— F.  G.  Hutchins. 

Amicable  'Waltonians.  — On  Aug.  G only  two 
members  weighed-in  : Mr.  Nunn,  sen.,  with  a nice  show 
of  roach  ; Mr.  Hake,  with  roach  and  dace.  On  July  3U 
we  had  a very  tine  show  of  tish  : Mr.  Embleton,  sen., 
bream;  Mr.  J.  Nunn,  roach;  Mr.  Tomkins,  roach  and 
bream ; Mr.  W.  Hake,  roach  and  bream ; and  Mr. 
Windier,  roach  and  bream.  Members  are  requested  to 
attend  next  meeting  night  to  arrange  annual  outing. — 
E.  R.  Embleton,  Jun. 

Battersea  Friendly.  — The  members  of  this  club 
fished  a match  on  the  Gth  and  7th  inst.,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result  : Mr.  C.  Wastell,  161b.  roach  and  dace, 
from  Chertsey,  first;  Mr.  ,l.  Antcliffe,  91b.  P2oz.  bream, 
from  Huntingdon,  second ; Mr.  G.  Mumford,  bream  and 
roach,  from  Amberley,  third  ; B.  Pryor,  roach,  from 
Woking,  fourth ; Messrs.  A.  Dejouge,  Mesure,  and 
Wesbroom,  also  had  tish  during  the  week ; Mr.  C. 
Wastell  weighed  in  141b.  roach  from  Chertsey,  several 
over  a pound.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on 
Tuesday  next  to  give  in  names  to  compete  in  dinner 
match  with  Amicable  Excelsior,  on  Aug.  ‘20,  at  Woking, 
to  which  match  several  valuable  prizes  are  added. — 
G.  Mumford. 

Battersea  United.— On  the  9th  inst.  our  president, 
Mr.  E.  Wilson,  weighed-in  a nice  show  of  bream,  &o., 
381b.  Joz.,  nine  bream  weighing  301b.  4.joz.,  largest 
tish,  41b.  4Joz.  ; and  miscellaneous  fish,  71b.  G.jOZ._  Mr. 
E.  Baddeley  weighed-in  71b.  barbel,  &c.,  on  7th  inst. 

A.  Trowbridge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers. — We  had  a capital  show 
of  fish  on  the  Gth  inst.,  contributed  by  the  following 
members:  H.  Patman,  roach;  W.  Streeton,  roach, 

'oreain,  and  carp;  J.  ISmith,  bream  and  roach  ; J. 
vVarman,  roach,  dace,  and  bream  ; G.  A.  Payne,  barbel, 
roach,  dace,  and  perch  ; A.  Conn,  roach  and  chub  ; total 
gross  weight  7Glb.  lloz.  The  competition  for  ^the 
August  series  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  the  13th, 
place  and  conditions  to  bo  decide  at  the  meeting  on  the 
11th.— A.  Conn. 

Biackfriars. — Since  my  last  report  we  have  had  the 
best  show  of  roach  for  many  a season.  Mr.  G.  Howard 
fish  preserver)  was  the  captor  of  271b.  2oz.  of  roach, 
best  fish,  llb.9oz.,  llb.8oz..  Jib.  7jOz.,  11b.  7oz.,  11b.  G^oz., 
11b.  5oz..  11b.  4oz  and  several  over  11b.  'The  four  best 


fish  he  has  given  to  this  club.  I have  to  thank  Mr. 
Howard  on  behalf  of  the  club  for  showing  them  in  our 
club-room.  Several  other  members  bad  fish,  Mr.  F. 
Barker,  bream ; Mr.  Foster,  bream  ; Mr.  Gillett, 
perch  ; Mr.  C.  Aaron,  tench.  Our  visit  on  the  Central 
Association  takes  place  on  Monday,  Aug  14. — J. 

F O ST  ER 

Bloomsbury  Brothers.  -On  the  Gth  Messrs.  C. 
Davis  weighed-in  roach  and  tench,  and  J.  Stevens  rudd 
and  roach.  The  members  will  fish  the  quarterly  match 
at  Slough  on  the  13th  ; none  to  go  down  before  the 
morning  of  the  13th. — D.  Warren. 

Bostonian. — We  have  had  some  nice  shows  of  fish 
during  the  holidays  by  the  following  members Mr. 
Ward,  bream,  heaviest  fish  51b.  8oz. ; Mr.  Randall, 
bream,  heaviest  51b.  lljoz. ; Mr.  Jennings,  roach  and 
dace ; Mr.  J.  Hoare,  roach  ; Mr.  Lawson,  roach  and 
dace;  Mr.  Ewin,  dace;  Mr.  Brown,  roach;  Mr. 
Plumpton,  perch  and  roach  ; Mr.  Steggles,  roach  ; Mr. 
Halsell,  barbel  and  dace.  An  outing  on  the  20th  at 
Pangbourne.— J.  H. 

Brothers  'Well  Met.— On  Aug.  6 Mr.  Maynard 
weighed-in  a nice  lot  of  roach.  1 am  very  pleased  to 
say  that  several  of  our  old  members  have  come  back  to 
us,  namely,  Messrs.  Canton,  Higgs,  Udale,  and  Ferris. 

H.  Tame. 

Brunswick  Brothers. — W e had  a very  nice  show  of 
fish  on  the  7th  inst.  from  the  Broads,  Mr.  J.  Watkins 
having  a fine  show  of  bream  and  roach,  some  of  the 
roach  weighing  lib.  Mr.  B.  Bissel.  C.  Wilson,  C. 
Parmenter,  and  G.  Oakes  had  nice  shows  from  same 
waters  ; the  following  weighing-in  from  other  waters  : 
Mr.  B.  Lees,  N.  Lees,  jun.,  J.  Meaning,  C.  Hart,  G. 
Meaning,  T.  Tucker,  A.  Thompson,  bream  and  roach. 
We  have  some  very  important  business  in  hand  for  next 
meeting. —J.  Watkins. 

Canning  Town.— Our  members  were  out  in  full 
force  on  Bank  Holiday,  some  having  two  and  three  days’ 
fishing,  but  returned  too  late  to  weigh-in.  The  fish  con- 
sisted of  jack,  roach,  perch,  and  bream  as  follows ; 
Messrs.  P.  Heester,  G.  Howell,  E.  Lashwood,  G.  Hatton, 
E.  Robertson,  J.  Allen,  S.  Riley,  and  E.  Dove.  Mr.  C. 
Marney  weighed-in  41b.  12oz.  of  bream  and  roach. — 
O.  Jones. 

Central  Association.— 'The  monthly  delegate  rrieet- 
ing  will  be  held  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden- 
la, ne,  Covent  Garden,  on  Monday  next,  14th  inst.,  at 
9 p.m.  sharp. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun.— Our  pegged- 
down  match  at  Harlow  on  the  Gth  was  not  a success. 
Mr.  H.  Taylor  had  perch  and  Mr.  Castell  dace,  but  not 
sufficient  to  take  prizes.  According  to  the  conditions 
they  will  be  fished  for  on  the  13th  ; any  water.  Mr. 
Garbrecht  weighed-in  a specimen  tench  of  31b.  and  some 
roach.  On  the  7th  Mr.  Sharpless  weighed-in  101b.  8oz. 
of  roach  : and  W.  Cooper  a jack  from  the  'Thames. — 
Cas.  _ . ... 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  'Visiting  List. 
— 'The  next  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  Convivial 
Angling  Society,  field  at  City  of  London  Tavern,  at  the 
corner  of  Sidney-street,  City-road,  on  Monday,  the  14th. 
If  you  give  them  a look  in,  you  will  find  them  a very 
“ convivial  ” lot  of  fellows,  and  visitors  will  be  very 
welcome. — F.  Castell,  hon.  sec. 

Clissold.  — 'The  above  were  out  on  Sunday  and 
Monday  fishing  for  prizes ; First  prize  taken  by  Mr. 
Anthony,  71b.  4joz. ; second,  Mr.  Pound,  31’o.  lloz. ; 
third,  Mr.  Bampton,  31b.  2^oz.  ; fourth,  Lefevre, 
21b  7loz.  Keyworth,  Gudgeon,  Wilks  also  had  fish.— 
W.  L.  . , . 

Cotaden. — We  had  some  nice  shows  of  fish  weighed-in 
during  the  holidays : Messrs.  E.  Baxter,  roach  and 
dace,  171b.  7oz.  ; R.  Andrews,  roach  and  bream  (one 
bream  41b  S^oz.,  one  roach  lib.  9jOz.)  ; 'T.  Marsh,  bream 
(largest  31b.  lloz.);  F.  Bourne,  roach  and  perch, 
51b.  9oz. ; T.  ’Twyman,  roach  and  perch;  and  A.  Twy- 
man,  roach. — A.  Smith. 

Convivial. — The  next  return  visit  on  the  Clerken- 
well and  United  Visiting  List,  will  take  place  at  the 
above  on  Aug.  14,  when  I hope  brother  anglers  will  give 
us  a turn,  this  being  the  first  visit  we  have  had  for  some 
time.— P.  JuCHAU. 

Copenhagen. — Last  week  Mr.  Talbot  had  111b.  GJoz. 
of  very  fine  roach,  and  Mr.  Stephens,  Gib. ; Mr.  Parker 
weighed-in  on  Aug.  6,  carp  and  roach ; Mr.  Smith, 
roach ; Mr.  Collier,  a bream  31b.  Mr.  Smith’s  roach 
taking  the  monthly  prize.  “ Snatching  ” in  the  Lea  is 
very  prevalent,  seven  little  jack  were  taken  by  boys  on 
Saturday  last. — B.  Pitts. 

Dalston. — On  the  Gth  inst.  Messrs.  C.  Richardson 
and  R.  Parsam  weighed-in  some  handsome  roach  and 
dace.  On  Monday,  the  7th,  Messrs.  Poore,  Wythe, 
Parram,  Midson,  E.  Lloyd,  and  Farmer  weighed-in  some 
fine  bream,  roach,  perch,  dace,  and  jack  ; total,  301b.  lioz. 
Members  will  please  attend  on  Tuesday,  the  15th,  as  I 
something  very  important  to  lay  before  them. — S. 
Malby.  , 

Bagle. — On  the  -1th  inst.  Mr.  Tom  Collier  had  24Jlb. 
of  very  fine  roach.  On  the  7th  we  fished  for  two  prizes, 
value  lOs.  6d.  each,  at  Whittlesford,  as  follows  :— Mr. 
T.  Barlow,  first,  with  14!b.  nice  roach  (heaviest  fish 
ll'b.  7oz.) ; Mr.  C.  Ashmore,  second,  with  5|^lb.  roach  ; 
Mr.  Tom  Collier,  41b.,  and  Mr.  J.  Dwyer,  3Jlb.  of  the 
same  fish.  Several  other  members  competed,  and  spent 
a most  enjoyable  day. — Duncan  Sharland. 

Earlsfieicl.— Mr.  Rowsell  took  first  prize  in  last 
Monday’s  outing.  The  following  weighed-in  last  week  : 
Mr.  Rowsell,  one  jack,  121b.  loz.,  and  Gib.  roach  Mr. 
Beiderraann,  roach,  41b.  and  91b. ; Mr.  Matthews,  jack, 
41b.  3oz. ; Mr.  Simmons,  bream,  &c.,  41b.  12oz. ; Mr. 
Gave,  roach,  2llb.  8oz.  A large  quantity  of  fish  have 
been  found  dead  in  the  Wandle  recently,  and  we  are 
afraid  that  some  of  the  works  are  answerable  for  this. 


Bpsom. — During  the  past  week  the  following  have 
weighed-in  : Mr.  Geo.  Miles,  a carp,  21b.  ^oz.,  roach  and 
dace,  31b.  loz.;  J.  Jeffery,  a carp,  lljoz. ; E.  W. 
Hailes,  a dace,  lOJoz.,  roach,  3Jlb.,  one  weighing  Iflb., 
which  has  been  sent  to  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson,  of  67, 
High  street,  Kingston-on-Thames,  to  be  set  up  H. 
Vickery,  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon,  and  a carp,  21b.  Goz.; 

R.  Brown,  roach  and  bream,  3ilb. ; and  E.  T.  Brown,  a 
barbel,  11b.  5jOz.  ; W.  Skilton,  gudgeon. — Edw.  Wm. 
Hailes. 

Bustonian. — Several  of  our  members  were  out  on 
Bank  Holiday,  as  follows  : W.  Tavner,  roach  and  dace  ; 
Abbott,  perch  and  roach;  and  Muscatell,  perch.  We 
have  an  outing  at  Whitstable  on  Aug.  20. — C.  Abbott, 

c. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials. — On  Saturday  last  Mr. 
Mendham  weighed-in  roach.  On  the  Gth,  Needham, 
roach  and  bream ; Swallow,  roach ; Turner,  roach ; 
Pearce,  roach.  On  Monday,  W.  H.  Talbot,  bream  and 
tench  ; W.  J . Talbot,  tench  ; Oliver,  roach  and  dace.  On 
Wednesday,  Mendham,  roach,  two  largest  lib.  IJoz.  each. 
Two  new  members  were  elected  on  Wednesday.  Members 
are  requested  to  attend  at  the  Forest  Gate  Hotel  on 
Wednesday  next,  to  discuss  a proposed  match. — W.  J . 
Talbot. 

Free  Anglers  (Star  Club,  Crev/e).— This  society 
holds  a fishing  match  to-day,  at  Calveley,  when  .£5  will 
be  distributed  in  prizes.  Weather  permitting,  the 
contest  should  prove  a success.  Entries  can  be  made 
at  Calveley,  or  from  Mr.  Wood,  118,  Beech-street. — 
Horace  Oliver. 

Funny  Folks. — On  Aug.  0 the  following  weighed- 
in  : — Messrs.  Biggs,  roach  and  dace,  71b.  6|oz.  ; G.  Wat- 
ling,  roach,  dace,  and  bream,  41b.  15^oz. ; and  H.  White- 
bread,  roach  and  dace  from  Amberley,  and  Mr.  Ivory, 
roach,  31b.  4oz.,  from  the  Lea.  Mr.  Biggs  won  Mr. 
Newton’s  prize  for  gross  weight  of  roach  in  July,  from 
Amberley,  and  F.  Vanhegan  Mr.  Moyn’s  prize  for  the 
second;  also  a prize  for  the  heaviest  bream,  July.— 

J.  W.  Biggs. 

Good  Intent. — Several  members  have  had  good 
sport.  The  fish  are  quite  clean  and  in  capital  condition. 
Our  dinner  takes  place  on  Monday,  the  21st  inst.,  at  the 
Rye  House.  'The  chair  will  be  taken  by  Mr.  H.  J. 
Tibbatts  ; vice,  Mr.  J.  Williams.— R.  Murphy. 

Great  Northern  Brothers. — Owing  to  the  holidays 
only  four  members  weighed  in  on  the  Gth  inst.,  viz.,  J. 
Cartwright,  bream  and  roach,  91b.  3oz.,  one  roach 
11b.  5oz.  ; J.  K.  Fitch,  dace  and  roach,  121b.  2oz.,  one 
roach,  11b.  Goz.  ; H.  Duncombe,  dace  and  roach, 
81b.  lloz.  ; J.  Francis,  perch. — J.  A.  Fitch. 

Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Society.  — The 
fourth  bottom  match  was  fished  at  Filby  on  the  3rd 
inst.,  twenty-three  members  competing  for  four  prizes 
as  follows  ;— Mr.  Sacret,  first,  281b,  2oz.  ; Mr.  Garrett, 
second,  211b.  8oz.  ; Mr.  Baker,  third,  181b.  Goz. ; Mr. 
Harrod,  fourth,  IGlb.  9oz.  — twenty-two  weighing  in 
17Glb.  Mr.  A.  C.  Bradshaw  was  umpire.  T^he  next 
match  will  take  place  at  Ormesby  on  Aug.  17.— Wm. 

Great  Yarmouth  Working  Men’s  Angling 
Society. — The  members  of  this  society  held  a match 
at  Cantley,  on  the  30th  ult.  The  weather  was 
rather  unpropitious,  several  sharp  showers  falling 
throughout  the  day.  Mr.  A.  Coleman  won  the  first 
prize  with  a catch  of  just  a stone  of  roach  and  bream. 
The  remaining  prizes  were  won  by  Messrs.  C.  Phillips, 

S.  Coleman,  H.  Lacey,  and  J.  Harris.  'The  jnusical 
troupe  branch  will  have  its  next  outing  on  the  2/th  inst. 
to  Norwich.— E.  W.  Buckle. 

Gresham.  — Members  are  reminded  that  a bream 
competition  for  prizes  will  take  place  at  Tempsford,  on 
the  Ouse,  on  Tuesday,  the  15th.  To  leave  by  the 
7.45  train  from  King’s  Cross.  On  Tuesday,  the  22nd, 
Mr.  J.  B.  Close,  the  hon.  curator,  will  read  a paper.— 
Jambs  'Tayler. 

Hearts  of  Oak.— On  Aug.  G we  had  a splendid  show 
of  fish.  Mr.  Fish,  roach  and  bream  ; T.  Homes,  roach 
and  dace;  H.  Bagshaw,  perch;  C.  Russell,  roach;  A. 
English,  roach.  Will  members  please  settle  up  arrears 
as  dinner  takes  place  this  month.  We  fish  for  prizes  at 
Cheshnnt  on  the  13th  (peg-down),  start  by  7^  o’clock 
from  Liverpool-street,  commence  fishing  at  9 o’clock.— 
H.  Bagshaw. 

Highbury. — On  the  4th  inst.  Mr.  G.  Cornish  weighed- 
in  101b.  8oz.  of  barbel,  and  roach  from  the  'Thames  ; Mr. 

T.  A.  Shaw  had  perch  on  the  5th.  On  the  9th,  Mr. 
Cornish  again  had  a nice  show  of  barbel,  chub,  and 
roach ; and  myself  251b.  of  roach  and  a grayling  of 
lib.  8Joz.— G.  H.  Rutherford. 

Horseferry. — Members  are  requested  to  attend  early 
on  Wednesday  evening  next  to  arrange  a match.  Gentle- 
men wishing  to  join  a respectable  angling  society  shonld 
apply  to  the  secretary. — F.  Taylor. 

Hoxtoii  Brothers. — Several  of  our  members  were 
out  on  Aug.  G,  the  following  weighing-in  fish  : 
F-  Newton,  141b.  roach ; S.  Orrow,  81b.  4joz.  roach, 
2Hb.  dace  ; A.  Hatteraore,  31b.  2Joz.  roach  ; F.  Gardner, 
2l'b.  lOjoz.  roach  ; T.  Rowe,  21o.  14oz.  perch  ; and  our 
president,  G.  H.  AVood,  jack  and  perch.  R.  Ghurnev. 

Independent  Brothers. — On  Aug.  7 we  had  a fair 
show  of  fish  by  the  following  members:  Mr.  Fitzgerald, 
roach,  dace,  perch  ; Mr.  Pope,  bream ; Mr.  Davies, 
bream,  roach,  gudgeon.  On  Wednesday  next  a general 
meeting  is  called,  when  1 hope  to  see  all  members  present, 
— G.  Bigsby. 

Islington  Brothers.— On  the  Gth  inst.,  Mr.  A\  . 
Wright  had  some  tine  bream  (heaviest  just  under  51b.) 
On  Monday,  J.  H.  Herbert,  bream  and  roach  ; A.  Her- 
bert, bream  and  roach  ; J.  Carpenter,  roach  ; Mr.  J.  Bur- 
wash,  carp.  We  have  room  for  a few  more  members. 
1 Rules  can  be  seen  at  the  bar. — J.  H.  Herbert. 
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Izaak  Walton. — Tho  member  competeil  for  four 
special  prizes  on  tho  !)th  inst.  betwoen  Bnrnt  Mill  and 
Harlow.  Only  one  prize  was  taken,  Mr.  T.  W.  Garrard 
being  the  only  competitor  who  succeeded  in  taking  the 
reciuired  weight.  Tlioro  are  also  four  special  prizes  to 
bo  fished  for  on  the  13th  inst  , between  Ware  Bridge 
and  Ware  Park  Mill,  all  competitors  to  fish  from  the 
towing  path  only.  Mr.  G.  Bliss  weighed  in  dace,  and  a 
very  fine  carp  on  Aug.  ti ; Mr.  T.  W.  Garrard  had  bream 
and  roaoh  on  the  same  day. — H.  B. 

Izaak  Walton  (Crewe).— Last  Saturday  two  of  the 
members  went  down  to  the  Severn  at  Uflington,  near 
Shrewsbury,  and  had  some  very  fair  sport,  chub 
especially  being  well  on  the  feed,  tivoof  the  latter  being 
weighed-in  by  Messrs.  A.  Ogden  and  H.  Ray,  respec- 
tively scaling  lib.  9oz.  and  11b.  4Joz  — H.  O.  Oliver. 

Jolly  Anglers.— On  the  9th  inst.  a very  pleasant 
evening  was  spent  at  the  new  club  house,  the  Bull  and 
Gate,  Kentish  Town-road.  Several  members  weighed-in 
some  splendid  takes.  Mr.  Hoodless  showing  a capital 
tray  of  jack;  Mr.  Clark,  perch,  roach,  and  dace:  Mr. 
Flint,  bream.  To  celebrate  the  tercentenary  of  Izaak 
Walton  three  new  members  were  enrolled.  Mr.  J. 
Fallows  (host)  was  elected  treasurer. — W.  Flint. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society.— Several  members 
were  out  during  the  holidays,  allot  whom  brought  home 
fish,  the  most  notable  takes  being  those  by  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Makeham,  4jlb.  dace,  21b.  9oz.  roaoh,  and  two  bream, 
21b.  5oz.  and  21b.  4oz.  respectively,  from  the  Thames  ; 
Mr.  Comerford,  pike,  chub,  and  dace,  from  the  Wey, 
heaviest  dace  6|oz..  and  chub  21b.  14oz.  ; Mr.  J.  B. 
Orsman,  61h.  roach,  from  the  Medway. — W.  W.  C. 

Lady  of  the  Lake. — Since  last  report  Messrs. 
Dexter  and  Buckingham  have  been  out  with  C.  Brown, 
at  Twickenham,  and  had  201b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; and 
C.  F.  Lock,  bank  fishing,  had  roach  and  dace.  Meeting 
nights  Friday,  at  nine  o’clock.  I should  like  to  see  more 
members  attend. — S.  Burton. 

Lincoln.— Several  members  were  out  on  the  Gth 
inst.,  Mr.  More  having  a nice  show  of  fish  (one  roach 
weighing  21b.  Joz.,  which  has  been  sent  to  Mr.  Barnes 
for  preservation) ; Mr.  Griffiths,  7lb.  2oz.  roach  and 
bream  ; and  Mr.  T.  Griffiths,  bream  and  roach,  21b.  2oz. 
— W.  Watling. 

Liverpool.  — We  were  favoured  with  very  fine 
weather  on  Bank  Holiday  for  our  visit  to  the  Cheshire 
Dee  ; in  fact,  it  was  much  too  bright  either  for  comfort 
or  success.  The  fishing  was  a dead  failure,  and  one  of 
the  greatest  fiascoes  I have  ever  had  to  do  with.  Mr. 
Holloway  wins  second  prize  in  the  coarse  fish  class,  and 
Mr.  C.  Waller  third.  Some  good  trout  have  been  taken 
out  of  the  Nen-y-Cae  Reservoir,  though  it  still  continues 
very  low.— R.  Woolfall. 

North.  Lambeth.  — On  Monday  last  the  following 
members  weighed-in  : T.  Davis,  roach,  dace,  rudd,  and 
bream ; W.  H.  Dawes,  roach ; R.  Adams,  roach  and 
bream  ; W.  Routledge,  roach  ; G.  Palmer  took  the  July 
prize,  G.  Pruden  being  second  : W.  Routledge  took  the 
honorary  members’  prize. — T.  Daws. 

Oak. — Most  of  our  members  spent  their  holidays  by 
the  river  side,  but  the  takes  were  small.  The  following 
brought  up  a few  good  fish : Messrs.  Bond,  Watts, 
Payne,  and  Holden.  Mr.  Bond  won  a jack  rod  for  the 
heaviest  roach  during  the  three  days.  On  Tuesday, 
Aug.  15.  a special  general  meeting  will  take  place.  Roll 
call  at  10  p.m. — J.  H.  Holden. 

Phoenix  — Only  two  members  weighed-in  on  the  Gth 
inst.  On  Monday  Mr.  C.  Chapman  had  351b.  of  jack 
(largest  71b.  9oz.),  winning  him  first  prize.  Mr  .Bouffler 
second  with  61b.  2oz.  roach  (largest  11b.  loz  ) ; John 
Carr  third,  41b.  Gjoz.  mixed  fish ; and  Mr.  Herman 
fourth,  31b.  2^oz.  roach.  Messr?.  Mares,  Brown, 
C.  Dove,  and  others  had  a few  fish.  On  Tuesday  F. 
Dove  had  41b.  2oz.  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  Elbourn  had 
1191b.  bream  during  the  month  of  July,  winning  him 
the  club  prize  for  that  month. — H.  W.  Morgan. 

Prince  Regent. — On  Monday  night  Mr.  J.  Hook  had 
a nice  show  of  bream  and  roach  (largest  bream  3Jlb.)  and 
two  small  jack  ; total  weight,  ISJlb. — J.  Knight. 

Prnjean. — On  August  G the  record  was  a blank.  The 
club  has  sustained  a terious  loss  by  the  death  of  Mr. 
E.  C.  Pettit,  who  was  killed  at  Stratford  Station  when 
returning  from  Esher.  A benefit  is  being  arranged  of 
which  further  particulars  will  be  announced.  The 
meeting  for  Wednesday  next  is  cancelled. — S.  Stewart. 

Queen’s. — Our  trays  were  well  filled  on  Monday  last. 
The  following  members  weighed-in  : Mr.  Pratt, 

121b.  6oz.  roach  ; Morgan,  41b.  GJoz.  roach  ; Heteridge, 
51b.  G-jOz.  dace ; C.  Drake,  41b.  IJoz.  roach ; Woods, 
11b.  9jOZ. ; Wrench,  11b.  3oz. ; Garrett,  9oz.  Our  Septem- 
ber outing  takes  place  at  Harefield  Broad  on  3rd 
inst.  Bottom  fishing  only. — C.  H.  Drake. 

Rodney  Piscatoriais. — Several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  the  Gth  inst.,  and  met  with  some  fine  sport 
as  follows:  Messrs.  J.  Wigley,  roach  and  dace;  F. 
Lamberton,  reach  and  bream  ; G.  Sharman,  roach  and 
dace.  Mr.  W.  R.  Cisp  and  Mr.  J.  Harris  were  elected 
members  on  Wednesday  evening.  We  have  room  for  a 
few  more  new  members. — F.  T.  Lamberton. 

Royal  George. — The  following  gentlemen  v/eighed 
in  last  week  : Mr.  Harris,  roach  and  bream ; Mr. 
Hughes,  sen.,  roach  and  bream  ; Mr.  Hughes,  jun., 
roach  and  bream  ; Mr.  Duffan,  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon, 
Mr.  Webber,  roach,  dace,  and  perch.  A committee 
meeting  will  be  held  next  Wednesday  at  nine  o’clock 
sharp.  I am  pleased  to  say  that  we  have  had  a very 
good  number  of  members  present  at  the  weekly  meeting 
this  season,  and  that  we  have  made  twenty-three  new 
members. — W.  R.  Shaw. 

Second  Surrey. — During  the  Bank  Holiday  Mr. 
J.  Wright  had  roach,  dace,  and  bream  ; Mr.  G.  Ballinger, 
tench;  Mr.  J.  T.  Wright,  bream,  gudgeon,  eels,  dace, 
and  roach,  and  two  perch.  Mr.  Shaw  and  Mr.  Budden 


were  elected  honorary  members.  We  have  room  for  a 
few  good  working  members.  Meeting  nights  Tuesday 
and  Sunday. --.1.  Wkkiht. 

Serapis.  During  the  holiday  many  of  our  members 
have  had  good  sport,  and  weighed-in  on  Monday  last, 
Mr.  Tilbury  with  tench  and  rudd,  211b.  8Joz.  : Mr. 
Guyver.  tench,  rudil,  and  dace,  121b.  Si'oz.  ; Mr.  Hallis, 
tench  and  rudd,  51b.  12foz.  ; Mr.  Thornton,  roach. 
21b.  4.ioz.,  largest  11b.  l.ioz. ; Mr.  Edward-",  bream  and 
roach,  31b. ; Mr.  H.  Frost,  J.  Allam,  and  J.  Larving  with 
roach,  but  did  not  arrive  home  in  time  to  weigh-in  at 
the  club-house  ; many  of  the  tench  over  2 jib.  We  pro- 
posed three  new  members  on  Wednesday  la.st,  and  can 
find  room  for  a few  more  of  the  working  sort. — J. 
Laming. 

Silver  Trout. — On  Bank  Holiday  Mr.  Smales 
weighed-in  241b.  bream  and  roach.  On  Tuesday  he  also 
had  a good  showot  bream  and  roach(largest  roach  about 
11b.).  The  subscription  list  from  the  Mitre  Bi-others 
Angling  Society  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  and  orphans 
of  Mr.  Talbot  was  received  and  liberally  responded  to. — 
Pelican. 

Seymour  Brothers. — The  following  members  had 
fish  during  the  holidays  : Messrs.  Weber,  dace,  51b.  4oz. 
(two  weighing  9joz.  each)  ; Robins,  roach  ; E.  Wright, 
roach  and  bream,  21b.  15oz.  ; Petrie,  roaoh  and  dace, 
31b.  OJoz.  ; J.  Wright,  roach  and  dace,  21b.  OJoz.  ; Smith, 
sen.,  bream,  21b.  Ojoz.  ; Smith,  jun.,  31b.  7joz.  bream; 
and  Moore,  roach. — C.  B.  Lumby. 

South  London. — On  the  7th  Mr.  Frost  had  IGlb. 
roach  (largest  11b.  lOoz.) ; Mr.  Dartnall,  roaoh  and  bream, 
and  Mr.  Frei,  191b.  Goz.  roach.  On  Wednesday  next 
we  fish  for  three  prizes  at  Ashurst.  Two  new  members 
were  proposed  at  our  last  meeting. — J.  J.  F.,  sec. 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List. 
— The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  be  paid  to  the 
Waggoners’  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  George  and 
Dragon,  Vauxhall-cross,  opposite  Vauxhall  station,  on 
Tuesday,  the  15th,  when  I trust  to  see  every  society  on 
the  list  well  represented. — A.  Conn,  Iron.  sec. 

Stowmarket. — Several  members  of  the  Stowmarket 
Angling  Preservation  Society  weighed-in  on  Tuesday 
evening  ; best  catch  of  roach  Mr.  Wm.  Folkard,  five  fish, 
3|lb.,  the  largest  lib.  4oz.  ; Mr.  Haines  also  had  a good 
roach,  11b.  loz.  Since  the  above  society  was  started 
three  weeks  since  seventeen  roach  have  been  taken  over 
a pound. — Louis  Turner. 

Sundial. — Several  members  were  out  on  the  Gth  and 
7th,  and  the  following  had  some  good  shows  : Messrs. 
Harwood  and  Carpenter,  bream  : Mr.  Hare,  a nice  roach 
and  show  of  bream ; Mr.  F.  C.  Gerrard,  three  jack  ; Mr. 
Anstead,  a show  of  roach.— H.  Reaves,  sec. 

United  Brotliers. — Our  trays  were  well  filled  on  the 
6th  and  7th,  by  the  following  members  : Mr.  F.  Beak, 
roach  and  bream  ; .1.  Oakley,  roach  and  bream  ; H. 
Freame,  roach  ; W.  Morsley,  roaoh ; B.  Champion, 
roach;  W.  Tyler,  roach;  C.  Wilderspin,  roaoh;  H. 
Richards,  roach  : F.  Belton,  roach  ; J.  Payne,  roach  ; F. 
Penton,  roach.  The  members  of  the  above  will  fish  a 
pegged-down  match  on  August  20,  in  the  Medway,  for 
several  money  prizes.  Gross  weight  of  fish  weighed-in 
on  the  Gth  and  7th,  1361b.  ISioz. — H.  Tyler. 

■Waggoners. — On  the  Gth  the  following  weighed-in  ; 
Mr.  Betts,  roach  ; Frankum,  roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  Clegg, 
roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  Phillips,  roach ; Mr.  Houson, 
roach.  On  the  8 th  we  had  some  grand  shows  of  fish; 
Mr.  Joseph,  bream  ; Betts,  bream  and  roach;  Frankum, 
bream  and  roach  ; Pain,  roach.  Our  usual  weekly  meet- 
ing took  place  on  Tuesday  last,  with  a fair  attendance. 
Mr.  Braund  was  ballotted  for  and  duly  elected.  We  fish 
at  Byfleet  on  August  20,  roving  from  the  Anchor  to 
Yework  Weir.  Members  please  note  : our  visit  on  the 

S. L.U.V.L.  takes  place  on  Tuesday  next,  the  15th,  when 
I hope  we  shall  be  well  represented. — H.C. 

Walliam  Green. — During  the  holidays  several  of 
our  members  have  been  out,  and  some  very  nice  shows 
of  fish  have  graced  the  trays.  Members  who  intend  to 
take  part  in  the  match  on  Aug.  20  are  requested  to 
attend  on  Wednesday  next. — E.  Sutchall. 

Waltliain  Brothers. - - Our  members  have  been 
catching  fish  during  the  week  ; Messrs.  Lapwood  and 
Saville  having  a good  show  of  roach  on  Saturday  and 
again  on  Sunday  ; Mr.  C.  Williams  had  a jack  of  21b.  Ijoz. 
Messrs.  Gaywood,  Simmons,  Shambrooke,  Rudkins,  and 
Williams  have  also  had  roach.  Annual  prizes  were 
voted  last  Friday.  Full  particulars  of  the  secretary — 
A.  G.  Beach. 

Walworth  Waltonians. — On  Wednesday,  Aug.  9, 
we  fished  our  first  peg-down  match  this  season  at  Pul- 
borough,  the  result  Mr.  Hibble,  first,  winning  Mr. 

T.  W.  Venner’s  prize  of  £2  2s. ; Mr.  H.  Bayley,  second, 
winning  Mr.  Tidmarsh’s  prize  10s.  GJ.  After  the  fishing 
we  were  all  invited  to  tho  Swan  Hotel  to  a very  nice  tea 
by  our  worthy  host,  Mr.  T.  W.  Venner,  who  took  part 
in  the  competition,  and  was  close  up  for  third  place. — 
C.  Hibble. 

Western  Piscatoriais. — Holiday  week  was  taken 
advantage  of  by  several  of  our  members,  who  spent  the 
time  at  various  places  on  delightful  Thames,  and 
among  other  results  Mr.  Phillips  weighed-in  a jcwt.  of 
barbel  and  perch  taken  near  Oxford,  on  Wednesday. 
Our  new  printed  prize  list  was  distributed  in  the  club- 
room  on  Wednesday,  showing  competition  for  prizes 
over  d£2G  in  value.  The  Walton  Tercentenary  was  duly 
honoured  and  remembered. — D.  W.  Evans. 

West  Ham  Brothers. — Since  my  list  report  the 
following  weighed-in  fish  : Mr.  C.  Maxted,  131b.  15oz.  of 
roach;  Mr.  J.  Newton,  111b.  joz.  of  roac  < and  dace; 
Mr.  W.  Passmore,  21b.  4oz.  of  bream  ; Mr.  C.  Dearlove, 
13oz.  of  roaoh.  Our  match  takes  place  at  Hatfield 
Peverel,  on  Aug.  13,  all  go  by  last  train  from  Stratford 
at  12  p.m.,  on  Saturday.  Our  monthly  meeting  takes 
place  on  Wednesday  next,  Aug.  16. — R.  Lowthee. 


West  London. — Several  of  our  members  have  had 
some  good  shows  of  fish.  Mr.  E.  Leaf  has  weighed-in 
a bream  41b.  9oz.,  and  another  21b.  lloz.  from  Sunbury  ; 
Mr.  W.  Cox,  a barbel,  21b.  lOoz.  from  tho  same  place  ; 
Mr.  Elsmoro  had  over  181b.  of  rudd  on  the  3rd  inst,  also 
several  bream,  roach,  and  perch.  Our  next  match  is 
fixed  for  the  21th  and  27th  inst.,  any  public  water,  for 
six  ijrizes  ; all  fish  to  bo  weighod-in  on  day  of  capture. 
— J.  J.  Hunter. 

Westminstei’. — Several  of  our  members  have  been 
out  during  the  holidays,  but  only  one  member,  Mr. 
Eccarius,  weighed-in  with  roach.  At  the  meeting  of 
Tuesday  last  Mr.  Atchison,  senior,  occupied  the  chair, 
faced  by  Mr.  Westlake.  Our  next  outing  at  Horley  will 
take  place  on  the  20th  of  this  month.  The  next  yisit  on 
the  Anglers’  Association  list  will  be  paid  to  this  society 
on  Tuesday,  the  15th  inst.  A smoking  concert  will  take 
place  on  this  occasion.  Gentlemen  wishing  to  join  us 
please  apply  to  the  secretary. 


MUSIC  AND  MUSICIANS. 

I always  like  to  know  bow  music  is  getting  on  in  the 
provinces  and  in  the  outskii'ts  of  the  metropolis,  where 
enthusiastic  amateurs  delight  to  form  themselves  into 
choruses  and  orchestras,  and  to  attack  the  oratorios 
that  are  the  delight  of  the  British  heart.  There  is  an 
immense  amount  of  earnest  study  of  the  most  beautiful 
of  arts  going  on  all  oyer  this  kingdom  (says  the  Oentle- 
n'oman) — called  unmusical — and  the  result  is  sometimes 
very  pleasurable,  as  I have  recently  had  reason  to  know. 
The  Dartmouth  Choral  Society  gave  a concert  at  Black- 
heath  last  week,  and  kindly  extended  to  me  an  invita- 
tion to  go  down  to  it,  which  I had  no  hesitation  in 
accepting  when  I looked  at  the  programme.  Miss 
Ellicott’s  cantata,  “ The  Birth  of  Song,”  filled  tho  first 
part  of  the  programme  ; then  came  a short  miscellaneous 
concert,  and  then  “The  Compleat  Angler,”  composed 
by  Mr.  G.  D.  Rendall.  The  latter  was  new  to  me,  but 
I had  heard  Miss  Ellicott’s  work  at  Gloucester,  and  was 
anxious  to  renew  my  acquaintance  with  it.  So  I duly 
entered  the  Green  Man  Assembly  Rooms  at  eight  o’clock, 
andfound  alarge  audience  assembled.  Miss  Ellicott,  who 
is  an  accomplished  singer,  took  the  soprano  solo  in  her 
work,  and  the  tenor  was  Mr.  Leyland.  He  has  a very 
pretty  voice,  not  specially  powerful  as  yet  but  admirably 
managed  ami  produced,  and  he  seems  likely  to  come  to 
the  front.  The  chorus,  consisting  of  about  forty  voices, 
all  amateurs,  was  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  W.  H. 
Wing,  and  the  accompaniment  was  supplied  by  a piano- 
forte and  harmonium,  presided  over  by  Mr.  Fred  Smith 
and  Mr.  Rendall.  Miss  Ellicott’s  cantata  went  sur- 
prisingly well,  all  things  considered.  Of  course,  there 
was  an  inevitable  lack  of  “ body,”  owing  to  the  absence 
of  an  orchestra,  and  this  was  specially  noticeable  in 
the  more  vigorous  and  less  reflective  portions  of  the 
work,  but  the  chorus  sang  with  great  spirit,  and  the 
result  was  very  enjoyable.  Miss  Ellicott  being  received 
with  loud  applause  at  the  conclusion. 

“ The  Compleat  Angler  ” is  an  “ Idyll  in  two  days, 
after  Izaak  Walton,”  and  is  full  of  quaint  charm.  Tho 
musical  numbei-s  are  interspersed  with  little  dialogues 
between  Piseator,  Viator,  and  a milkmaid,  &c.,  which 
were  recited  with  much  vivacity  by  the  clever  composer. 
The  words  of  the  various  lyrics  are  chosen  from  old 
writers,  Marlow,  Raleigh,  and  others.  Some  are  very 
familiar,  such  as  “ Come,  live  with  me,”  “ Sweet  day,  so 
cool,  so  calm,  so  bright,”  and  “ If  love  and  all  the  world 
were  young.”  The  work  was,  I understand,  first  per- 
formed at  Dulwich  School  with  a full  orchestra,  the  late 
Mr.  Samuel  Brandram  reciting  the  dialogues.  It  is  full 
of  merit  from  beginning  to  end,  the  music  being  as 
refreshing  as  the  delightful  old  words,  which  fall 
pleasantly  indeed  on  an  ear  too  well  accustomed  to  the 
sentimental  banalities  and  didactic  sermonisings  of 
certain  established  writers  of  words  for  music  in  our 
day.  I must  specially  mention  the  Ballet  Madrigal,  a 
really  delightful  number. 

The  soloists  in  this  work  were  Miss  Ellicott,  Miss 
Hoskyns  Abrahall,  Mr.  Eric  Smith,  Mr.  Marshall,  and 
Mr.  Leyland.  Mr.  Smith  took  up  his  part  at  very  short 
notice,  and  acquitted  himself  well,  and  Miss  Ellicott  did 
the  fullest  justice  to  the  soprano  solos.  Miss  Abrahall 
has  a good  voice,  especially  agreeable  in  the  upper 
register.  Mr.  Wing  conducted  admirably,  and  the 
chorus  sang  the  sometimes  rather  difficult  music  with  a 
great  deal  of  facility  and  expression.  They  were  also 
heard  to  much  advantage  in  Jadassohn’s  pretty  part- 
song  “ Haiden  Riislein,”  which  they  sang  with  real 
point  and  skill. 


THE  SPIDER  AND  THE  SALMON. 

Only  a short  time  ago,  while  fishing  in  Sunapee 
Lake,  New  Hampshire,  with  Dr.  John  B.  Quackenbos, 
the  doctor  was  reminded  of  an  incident  that  occurred  at 
about  the  place  we  were  fishing.  The  lake  contains 
land-locked  salmon,  which  are  taken  at  the  surface  for  a 
time  after  the  ice  leaves  the  lake,  but  as  the  surface- 
water  gets  warm  the  salmon  retire  to  tho  bottom,  and 
are  caught  only  by  still-fishing  with  live  bait.  The 
favourite  bait  is  the  smelt,  of  which  the  lake  has  an 
abundance  of  the  land-locked  form,  and  the  salmon, 
Sunapee  saibling,  brook  trout,  and  at  times  the  black 
bass,  all  feed  on  them.  To  attract  the  smelt  a buoy  is  an- 
chored in  water  from  50  to  75  feet  deep,  and  the  place  is 
baited  by  tying  a piece  of  meat  in  a bag  to  the  buoy- 
rope,  close  to  the  bottom  of  the  lake.  Alter  the  spot  is 
baited  for  a few  hours  it  is  ready  to  be  fished.  The 
smelt  cannot  be  kept  alive  in  the  warm  surface-water 
for  any  length  of  time,  so  you  must  catch  them  as  you 
need  them.  Tho  angler  takes  with  him  a bucket  of 
minnows,  and  his  salmon  rod  is  baited  with  a live 
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minnow  until  a fnielt  ia  secured  on  a hand  line 
or  smelt  line  aa  it  ia  called,  when  the  minnow  is 
taken  oil'  and  the  smelt  is  put  on.  For  salmon  it  ia 
desirable  to  have  a smelt  of  ^ood  size,  for  small  Sunapee 
saibling’,  smaller  than  one  wishes  to  kill,  may  take  the 
small  smelts  if  the  hook  is  baited  with  them.  The  late 
Fish  Commissioner  Powers  and  Dr.  Quackenhos  were 
fishing'  on  “ the  banks  ” where  the  water  is  5.5ft.  deep, 
and  where  the  Doctor  and  I were  fishing  when  he  told 
me  the  story.  Mr.  I'owers  had  put  on  a minnow  on  his 
salmon  red,  then  got  his  smelt  line  in  operation  .and 
caught  a smelt  al)Out  9in.  long,  which  was  quickly 
put  on  the  hook  in  ])lace  of  the  minnow,  and  then  fishing 
for  a big  salmon  fairly  began.  There  was  scarcely 
enough  breeze  to  ripjilo  the  water,  but  that  made  little 
difference  to  the  fishermen,  for  they  were  fishing  for 
salmon  more  than  .50ft.  below  the  surface.  A spider  was 
noticed  on  Mr.  Powers’s  rod,  and  the  anglers  watched  it 
as  it  crawled  toward  the  tip  and  spoke  about  it.  When 
the  spider  reached  the  end  of  the  rod  Mr.  Powers  shook 
his  rod  gently,  throwing  the  insect  into  the  water, 
where  it  struggled  for  a moment,  and  then  a salmon, 
which  both  observers  estimated  to  weigh  over  lOlh., 
swam  slowly  up,  sucked  the  spider  into  his  mouth  with- 
out breaking  the  surface,  and  backed  slowly  away  and 
disappeared,  


BLACK  BASS  IN  NEW  HAMPSHIRE, 

SliouK^  you  lure 

I'roui  liis  (lark  1 aunts  above  deeayin^-  lirake 

Or  under  rock,  the  nuninrch  of  the  lake. 

Behooves  you  ihen  to  jily  your  tioest  art.' 

The  open  season  when  black  bass  can  be  lawfully 
taken  is  from  ,Tune  15  to  April  AH,  except  Spoft'ord  Lake, 
in  the  town  of  Chesterfield,  which  is  protected  fifteen  days 
later,  leaving  but  about  six  weeks  in  the  State  at  lar-gn 
in  which  they  are  covered  by  the  law,  but  as  they  feed 
only  about  half  of  the  year,  abstainingduring  late  fall  and 
winter  menths  in  this  latitude,  there  remains  but  about 
I'our  months  when  they  can  be  taken  with  hook  and 
line.  They  have  been  introduced  into  jirobably  more 
than  three-fourths  of  the  0(10  lakes  and  ponds  and  a large 
number  of  the  streams  of  the  .State,  and  there  is  a law 
and  lOOdol.  penalty,  prohibiting  the  }>utting  of  them  or 
(heir  spawn  in  waters  where  they  are  not  already  found, 
without  the  consent  of  the  Fish  Commissioners. 

There  is  considerable  difference  of  opinion  among 
sportsmen  as  to  whether  their  presence  in  our  waters  is 
desiralde,  many  claiming  that  with  their  aggressive 
characteristics  they  kill  or  drive  away  better  fish  than 
themselves,  but  their  friends  are  gaining  in  numbers, 
and  soon  only  those  who  fish  for  something  besides  sport 
will  be  opposed  to  them.  As  the  true  angler,  the  man 
who  takes  enjoyment  from  the  exerci.^eof  skill  with  rod 
and  reel,  knows  that  the  pleasure  attending  the  capture 
of  one  fair-sizeil  bass  is  greater  than  the  results  from 
the  tilling  of  a boat  with  the  small  yellow  perch,  which 
nppear  to  be  the  only  victims  of  consecpience  the  bass 
Micceedsin  destroying.  Before  they  were  put  in  Lake 
Sunapee,  which  claims  to  be  the  black  b.ass  headquarters, 
only  a few  salmon  or  trout  were  caught  anr.U'sliy  there, 
and  the  water  sw.arnied  with  small  yellow  perch.  Now. 
wiih  (he  large  supply  of  bass  tlnre,  the  catches  of 
salmon  and  tiont  show  great  gains,  and  the  perch  have 
mostly  disap[ieared  I admit  that  if  a young  salmon, 
shad,  chub,  sucker,  any  kind  of  perch,  minnow,  or 
smelt,  Ac.,  should  come  in  the  way  of  a bass,  .and  he 
was  hungry,  he  would  take  them  in,  and  I believe  an 
Sin.  bass  would  swallow  another  fish  Sin.  long,  and 
larger  ones  in  the  same  ratio,  but,  like  the  pike,  pickerel, 
or  luke-perch,  wliic.b  are  almost  entirely  piscivorous  in 
their  diet,  as  their  teeth  indicate,  he  will  not  make 
either  c.f  them  a special  object  of  pursuit,  and  his  food 
naturally  consists  mostly  of  insect  larvaj,  crustaceans, 
frogs,  crawfish,  and  the  like. 

They  spawn  from  Fehruaty  to  midsummer,  each  full- 
grown  female  producing  from  five  thousand  to  ten 
thousand,  which,  with  her  self-reliant,  pugnacious 
disposition,  she  succeeds  in  earing  for  until  they  can 
look  out  for  themselves.  On  good  feeding  grounds  they 
will  grow  one  pound  each  year  until  maturity.  Assuming 
be<  f as  the  standard  of  100  in  nutritive  qualities,  the 
llesh  of  the  black  l)a.=s  st.ands  at  SG  5,  brook  ti'out  84'2, 
yellow  perch  &0  9,  smelt  13  8,  and  .salmon  107  9 When 
properly  dressed,  which  should  be  done  very  soon  after 
tilling  from  the  water,  and  should  include  skinning, 
on  account  of  a strong,  oily  secretion  under  the  skin, 
with  the  exception  of  brook  trout  and  salmon,  it  is  the 
sweelcst  and  best  of  eating.  For  the  table  nothing  is 
ahead  of  brook  trout  for  me.  For  sport,  my  experience 
with  both  shows  b.ass  to  be  far  in  the  lead  for  fighting 
and  general  game  qualities,  weight  being  eiiual.  And 
I think  my  experience  coincides  with  others  in  this 
liarlicular.  I have  found,  too,  that  as  (hey  are  harder 
lo  land  after  being  booked,  it  is  much  more  of  a lottery 
than  with  other  fish  as  to  wdiether  you  will  book  them 
at  all  or  not.  They  seem  fo  have  off  days,  when 
nothing  will  induce  them  to  take  a bait.  Another 
peculiarity  of  the  bass  is  that  their  taste  for  different 
days  varies,  if  it  does  not  for  each  hour  of  the  day  ; 
the  latter  I liave  often  thought  was  the  case.  At  times 
(he  angle  worm  is  good  enough,  generally  holgramites 
capture  them,  artificial  bait  of  a silvery  hue  for  trolling, 
1he  live  minnow  or  small  frogs  are  all  tomptafions  they 
do  not  resist— when  their  cranky  spell  1s  not  on,  but 
should  the  latter  coudition  exist,  nfter  trying  part  orall 
<>f  the  above  without  success,  .as  1 often  have  where  I 
knew  there  were  thousands  of  hiss  within  the  sound  of 
my  voice,  one  might  as  well  reel  up  and  go  hucklcberrv- 
ing.  or  home,  till  1hoy  are  in  better  humour.  With  .all 
(heir  imperfectious,  as  weighed  from  the  standpoint  of 
those  who  love  fishing  for  the  sport  more  than  the  fish. 


they  have  attractions  to  draw  anglers  to  the  State  in 
advance  of  any  species  of  fish  here,  though  perhaps  not 
among  such  as  two  men  who  went  last  Sunday  to  spend 
the  day  fishing  in  a pond  in  Dunbarton.  They  derricked 
in  a fish  weighing  over  two  pounds,  and  immediately 
went  into  ecstacies  over  their  “ black  bass,”  and  con- 
tinued to  chuckle  until  an  old  lady  came  along  and  told 
them  they  had  a large  sucker.  Such  will  of  course  be 
happy  when  eels,  pouts,  and  suckers  are  plenty,  and  if 
they  have  hard  eider  for  sauce  supremely  so,  but  the  in- 
telligent fisherman,  acquainted  with  black  bass  and  their 
ways,  will  always  long  for  waters  whose  bottoms  are  as 
rocky  and  rugged  .as  the  scenery  of  their  New  Hampshire 
shores,  the  ]}ar.adise  of  the  bass,  and  in  which  he  knows 
those  gamest  of  denizens  lurk  and  thrive  to  perfection. 
— Forest  and  Stream. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


tfg*  River  Reporters  who  ivant  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a iiost  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


EPJGLISH  AND  WELSH  EEPORTS. 

Lo-wer  Thames.— Generai,  Remarks.— When  I 
was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hampton  Court  at  the  end 
of  last  week,  and  speaking  to  William  Milbourno,  as  to 
the  paucity  of  reports,  he  assured  me  the  river  was  so 
bright  that  in  ten  feet  of  water  ho  could  see  the  bed  of 
the  river,  and  the  barbel  lying  quietly  there.  It  is  to 
(he  fact  that  the  river  ia  much  deeper  in  the  Shepperton 
district  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wheeldon  were  so  fortunate 
as  to  make  a brilliant  capture  of  fish  ; and  I am  very  glad 
they  did  so.  As  you  will  doubtless  give  a good  report 
of  the  lunch  at  Broxbourne,  I only  wish  to  mention  one 
fact  in  connection  with  my  presence  there  in  addition  to 
tho  object  of  the  gathering,  that  as  a Staffordshire  man 
I had  a double  pleasure  in  being  there  to  commemorate 
the  birth  of  Izaak  Walton.  There  is  as  yet  no  imme- 
diate prospect  of  the  completion  of  the  New  Fishery 
Bye  - laws,  as  tho  Thames  Conservators  are  now  on 
their  recess,  which  will  extend  over  the  present  month. 
A noighhonr  of  mine,  Mr.  Denman,  in  fishing  in  the 
Colne,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Staines,  had  a good  day 
amongst  the  roach  and  dace,  the  result  being  about 
251b.  weight  of  fish,  after  throwing  back  all  unsizeable 
ones  ; there  were  very  few  dace,  but  exceedingly  fine  ones. 

I am  often  asked  about  wliat  was  generally  known  as 
'■  the  Black  Dog  Fishery,”  near  to  Feltham  Station,  and, 
being  much  used  by  Thames  anglers,  it  will  he  useful 
infonu'ifiou  to  know  that  it  ceases  to  be  comieoted  with 
the  '■  Black  Dog,”  and  is  rented  by  Mr,  Drake,  who 
limits  its  use  to  thirty  members,  at  a subscription  of 
one  pound  per  annum  ; and  as  he  belongs  also  to  the 
portion  of  the  Colne  near  Staines  just  referred  to,  for 
an  additional  fen  shillings  the  membei’s  are  allowed  to 
go  there  ; and  Mr  Dornan  tells  me  there  are  some 
splendid  roach  and  dace.  The  Thames  will  do  with  .an 
increase  of  wa.ter,  and  anglers  and  fishermen  will 
welcome  a good  fall  of  rain. — B. 

Uppei*  Thames. — The  upper  reaches  of  the  Thames 
during  the  holiday  time  have  been  much  disturbed, 
and  angling  results  have  consequently  proport ionatel.v 
snft'ercd,  but  the  early  and  late  and  out-of-t,he-crowd 
ifijcators  have  got  on  well  with  chub  and  jack,  the 
loggerheads  going  for  the  Coachman-fly  or  a small  White 
Palmer,  and  pike  being  fetched  with  medium-sized  bait 
oil  paternoster  tackle.  At  Harlejford,  Mr.  Troup,  on 
one  occasion  early  iu  the  morn,  took  over  151b.  of  good 
chub,  and  in  a few  bonrs,  on  two  other  occasions,  halt  a 
dozen  sizeable  jack.  Mr.  Sell  and  Mr.  Ford,  also  in  the 
Hurley  waters,  have  done  well  with  roach  and  perch, 
the  best  of  the  latter  persuasion  going  -^Ib.  I do  not 
glean  from  my  river  correspondents  that  barbel  have 
licen  good  business  during  the  past  week.  Weather  hot 
and  sultry  ; the  water,  however,  is  in  good  fishing  trim. 
Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Chertsey).— Mr.  C.  Wastell,  fishing  with 
John  Ponlter  for  four  days,  caught  1101b.  weight  of 
roach  and  dace,  and  Lotan  Hackett  during  the  week 
G7'b.  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Datchet).  -I  have  not  done  much  fishing 
since  my  last.  The  roach  and  dace  are  feeding  very 
well.  I was  out  a short  time  yesterday  ; result,  two 
dozen  fine  roach  (the  largest  l|lb.),  one  chub;  the 
barbel  bite  anyhow.  My  patrons,  not  being  experts, 
only  caught  orie  barbel ; the  rest  got  away.  All  the 
bites  on  dace  hooks.  I went  for  a long  row  on  Bank 
Holiday,  and  saw  lots  of  bank  anglers  doing  nothing.  I 
hear  an  otter  has  been  seen  in  the  old  river.— G. 
Lumsden. 

Thames  (Kingstonl. — John  Johnson,  during  the 
week,  thirty-eight  barbel,  seven  bream,  one  brace  of 
jack,  and  eight  dozen  of  roach  and  dace;  N.  Bolton, 
fourteen  barbel,  eight  jack, nine  dozen  of  roach  and  dace, 
and  a few  bream  ; J.  Knight,  thirty  barbel,  ten  bream, 
seven  jack,  and  ten  dozen  of  roach  and  dace;  J.  Wilkes, 
eleven  jack,  nine  bream  (tha  largest  5ilb.,  which  has 
been  sent  for  preservation),  four  perch,  and  seven  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace  ; H.  Trotman,  ninebream,  four  barbel, 
one  jack,  and  six  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  in  four  days. 

Thames  (Lechlade,  Cricklade).— A lot  of  holiday 
anglers  were  out  in  these  neighbourhoods,  but  I did  not 
see  or  hear  of  any  big  takes.  The  water  at  St.  John’s 
bridge  is  in  good  fettle,  and  towards  September  there 
ought  to  be  some  good  jack  fishing  here.  I saw  a youth 
with  a nice  lot  of  roach  ho  had  caught  with  white  paste, 
anil  some  good  chub  that  were  secured  on  honey  and 
cheese  paste.  I got  a few  dace  with  a small  Alder, 
which  these  fish  took  every  time  the  fly  was  put  on,  but 


the  chub  said  No.  The  water  above  locks  is  not  in 
good  condition,  being  shallow,  and  in  places  very 
muddy.  The  '1  lames  and  Severn  Canal,  which  runs 
here  parallel  with  the  river,  has  a wonderfully  good 
head  of  water  on,  and  I saw  several  parties  out  with 
their  rods  in  nleasure  skiffs. — Rambler. 

Thames  (Penton  Hook). — F.  Collier,  with  Mr.  Lake 
and  friend,  have  had  some  good  sport  amongst  the  barbel 
and  chub.  In  four  days,  with  Mr.  Windell,  361b.  of 
barbel,  roach,  and  dace  : and  one  day,  with  Mr.  Fulton 
and  friend,  ten  barbel. 

Thames  (Richmond). — E.  Howard,  jun.,  in  two 
days,  sixteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  two  barbel,  and 
two  perch  ; F.  Brown,  in  two  hours,  with  Mr.  Hains, 
three  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  another  day,  with 
Mr.  Caiie,  lib.  of  roach  and  a barbel  of  31b.  2Joz. 

Thames  (Sunbury). — Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud, 
during  tho  week,  thirty-six  barbel,  thirteen  jack,  and 
twenty-four  dozen  of  roach  and  dace ; Mr.  Bolt  and 
friend,  with  John  Stroud,  during  the  week,  sixty  barbel 
(the  largest  71b.)  and  a good  quantity  of  roach  and 
dace  ; Messrs.  Edward  CUrke  and  Sons,  twelve  barbel, 
thirty-four  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  some  fine  chub. 

Thames  (Tecldiagton).— Joseph  Baldwin,  in  two 
half  days,  seven  barbel  and  four  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace.  AV.  McBride,  in  three  days,  five  jack,  two  barbel, 
and  eleven  dozen  of  roanh  and  dace. 

Thames  (Twickenham). —C.  Burn,  in  two  days, 
with  Mr.  Dexter  and  friend,  301b.  of  roach  and  dace; 
S.  Cole,  in  one  day,  91b.  of  roach  and  dace,  and  two 
perch  ; R.  Coxeii,  in  a day  and  a half,  ten  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace,  and  two  bream  ; J.  Coxen,  in  two  days, 
ten  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; J.  Dann,  in  two  days,  five 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  two  barbel,  and  one  perch  ; 
Pert  Hammerton.  in  one  day,  211b.  of  roach  and  dace, 
and  a bream  of  3.jlb.  ; John  Speny,  in  five  days,  fifteen 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  seven  barbel. 

Thames  (Walton). — Mr.  H.  Cocks,  Mr.  Gregory  (of 
Sidoup),  and  Mr.  J.  G.  Shepherd,  fishing  with  G.  Lavey, 
caught  six  dozen  of  roach  and  three  dozen  of  bream; 
Mr.  W.  Burgess  and  Mr.  J.  G.  Shepherd,  fishing  witii 
G.  Lave,  another  day,  four  dozen  of  fine  roach  ; Mr.  C. 
Luker  and  brother,  with  George  Hone,  ten  dozen  of 
roach  and  bream,  and  two  barbel;  Mr.  Randall,  with 
John  Hone,  four  nice  barbel  ; Mr.  Mjers,  with  A. 
Watford,  five  dozen  of  fine  roach,  and  two  bream  of 
31b.  each  ; G.  Edmonds,  fishing  from  the  bank  at  Cowey 
Tail,  six  fine  bream  of  Sjlb.  each.  A dead  bream  of 
6Ub.  has  been  picked  up  by  G.  Lavey. 

Thames  ( W indsor  District). — River  this  morning 
a nasty-looking  colour,  and  smothered  with  floating 
diibris,  the  result  of  Bank  Holiday.  I am  surprised  that 
anglers  elect  such  a day  as  a Bank  Holiday  for  angling 
oil  such  a gnat  pleasure  resort  as  the  Thames.  ‘ Six 
miles  for  a shilling  ” was  the  price  asked  by  the  launches, 
which  did  good  business  till  dusk  set  in.  Fair  sport  has 
been  had  during  the  evenings  amongst  barbel,  roach, 
dace,  and  chub.  Mr.  Roberts,  of  Windsor,  and  Master 
Percy  Holdm,  on  the  Windsor  Weir  stream,  in  about  an 
hour,  took  five  barbel  and  one  dozen  roach,  largest  roach 
taken  by  the  younger  enthusiast  weighing  lib  ‘2oz.  Some 
capital  ebuh  have  been  secured,  largest,  by  that  veteran 
chubbist,  Mr.  W.  Lamb,  of  Windsor,  scaling  4jlb.  Mr. 
C.  Taylor,  of  Windror,  had  one  of  31b.,  another  angler 
having  one  21b.  lloz.  Roacb,  considering  tho  bad  water, 
are  feedb  g fairly  well,  taking  gentles  before  paste. 
Needless  to  say,  r.iin  is  greatly  required  to  beautify  and 
freshen  our  Ttianies  Valley.  — H.  R.  Bambridge. 

Ancliolme  District. — Weather  very  hot,  bat  sport 
continues  good,  and  especially  so  early  and  late.  Some 
of  the  best  takes  at  one  fishing  are  as  follows  : Messrs. 
Able  and  Smith,  371b.  if  roach  and  bream  near  Appleby 
Bridge;  L.  Sheadston,  sixty  roach,  near  Cadney  Engine 
House,  weighing  about  one  and  a half  stone  ; Messrs. 
Beverley  and  Neath,  331b.  of  roach  ; and  another  gentle- 
man 281b.  ditto.  Greed  wheat  was  the  principal  bait. 
Mr.  Walker,  Rotherham,  ‘201b.  of  bream  near  Castle- 
thorpo  Bridge  ; and  another  angler  111b.  after  a match 
was  over  on  Monday. — Thomas  Ford. 

Bi'ighton. — We  are  haviug  grand  weather  and  calm 
seas,  and  boat  anglers  continue  to  take  plaice  and  dabs, 
although  ‘‘takes  ” vary  considerably. — H. 

Coin  (Fairford,  'Gloucestershire).— The  water 
here  is  in  fairly  good  ply  for  fly  fishing,  although  very 
clear  in  spite  of  the  rain  we  have  had.  But  little 
doing  on  the  public  water.  In  the  Park  several  anglers 
have  been  out  with  fair  success.  I think  the  trout  are 
beginning  thus  early  to  show  the  effect  of  the  abnormally 
dry  season.  The  Hies  now  on  are  August  Duns,  Gnats 
of  all  sorts  in  swarms,  Spinners,  and  White  Moths  and 
Skaters  ia  thi  evenirg. — Pan. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  information  which  I get 
from  my  most  indefatigable  touts  this  morning  is  that 
the  Camel  anglers  are  doing  very  well  with  the  peal, 
some  rods  getting  as  many  as  three  brace  daily.  On  the 
Fowey  matters  are  not  so  favourable.  The  peculiarity 
of  this  river  is  at  times  striking.  The  best  of  weather 
offers  no  extra  inducement  like  it  does  on  the  Camel 
owing  1 r bably  to  the  difference  in  density  of  the  pollu- 
tion on  ibe  Fowey.  Scarcely  a fish  has  been  caught  on 
this  river  for  tho  week.  Trout  fi-ihing  is  still  very  good, 
and  the  fi-h  are  in  capital  condition.  On  the  Inney 
seme  vitifors  had  very  goad  baskets.  Bink  holiday  was 
bright  and  hot,  and  not  at  all  a good  fishing  day.— 
Bodmin. 

Cumberland. — Most  of  the  Cumbrian  rivers  were 
flooded  lust  week,  the  Lowther,  Petteril,  Oaldew, 
Eamont,  and  last,  though  not  least,  the  Eden,  for  the 
first  time  since  February.  Anglers  were  seen  on  the 
bulks  of  all  the  streams  mentioned,  but  little  sport  was 
obtained,  fish  being  reported  scarce. 

Dee  (Coi"wenl. — Alter  the  flood  of  last  week  fishing 
improved  a little,  but  the  water  did  not  keep  up  long. 
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BOOKS  ON  SPORT. 

This  Day  is  Published. 

STKAY  SPORT.  By  -j.  MORAY  BHOWN,  Author 

of  “ Shikar  Sketches,”  “ f’owder,  Spur,  and  Spear,”  “The  Days  when  we  went 
Hog- Hunting.”  2 volumes,  post  8vo.  With  Numerous  Illustrations.  21s. 

Cheaper  Edition.  In  One  Volume. 

THE  MOOR  AND  THE  LOCH.  C ontaining  minute 

instructions  in  all  Highland  Sports,  with  Wanderings  over  Craig  and  Corrie, 
Flood  and  Fell.  By  JOHN  COLQUHOUN.  With  a Portrait  of  the  Author, 
and  other  illustrations.  Demy.  Ids.  tld. 

“A  complete  encyclopedia,  embracing  all  recognised  sports,  with  hints  innumerable,  and 
suggestions  drawn  from  his  own  experience." — Snliirrlnt/  Iteriew. 

SPORT  IN  THE  HIGHLANDS  & LOWLANDS 

OF  SCOTLAND  WITH  BOD  AND  GUN.  By  Tf)M  SPEEDY.  With  Illus- 
trations by  Lieut. -General  Hope  Ckealocke,  C.B.,  C.M.G.,  and  others.  Second 
Edition,  Eevised  and  Enlarged.  8vo.,  15s. 

“ One  of  the  best  books  on  sporting  subjects  extant  ....  a delightful  book,  undone  of  genuine 
usefulness." — Scotxmnn. 

" The  most  accurate,  practical,  comprehensive,  and  trustworthy  of  its  kind.”— Trid/i. 

THE  ANGLER  AND  THE  LOOP-ROD.  By 

DAVID  WEBSTER.  With  Portrait  of  the  Author,  Four  Coloured  Plates,  and 
other  Illustrations.  Crown  8vo.  7s.  fid. 

“Mr.  Webster's  hook  is  simply  charming.” — Norllterti  Chronicle 

“ There  have  been  few  books  produced  lately  of  more  practical  interest  to  the  angler  than  this.” — 
Rcohman. 

NORFOLK  BROADS  AND  RIVERS;  i,  Ihe 

Waterways,  Lagoons,  and  Decoys  of  East  Anglia.  By  G.  CHRISTOPHER 
DAVIES.  Illustrated  with  Seven  full-page  Plates.  New  Edition.  Crown  8vo.,  Gs. 

‘‘ A charming  description  ( f the  inland  seas  of  Norfolk  and  thidr  inhabitants,  human  and  other 
. . . The  author  describes  his  yachting  adventures  with  such  piquancy  and  that  we  And 

ourselves  mentally  resolving  to  devote  our  next  autumn  holidays  to  sailing  the  Broads  instead  of 
climbing  the  Alps.” — Wesitminsler  Reviea\ 

ANNALS  OF  A FISHING  VILLAGE.  By 

“A  Son  op  the  Marshes."  Edited  by  J.  A.  OWEN.  New  and  Cheaper 
Edition.  Crown  8vo.,  fis. 

■■The  annals  will  he  read  with  pleasure  alike  by  lovers  of  sport  and  lovers  of  nature.” 

Rod  and  Gmu 


FONTINALIS  IN  SCOTLAND.  By  C.  STEIN. 

See  BLACKWOOD’S  MAGAZINE  for  August,  price  2s.  (id. 

THE  STORY  OF  THE  AMERICAN  CUP.  By  E.  JOPE- 
SLABE. 

See  BLACKWOOD’S  MAGAZINE  for  August,  jirite  2s.  (»d. 

BLACKWOOD’S  MAGAZINE  for  AUGUST, 

TRICE  as.  Od. 

Also  contains  : At  the  Green  Dragon.  By  Beatrice  Harradew. — Russian  Progress  in 
Manchuria.  — A French  Study  of  Burns. — In  Orcadia. — Among  French  Cathedrals.  By 
the  Hon.  Lady  Stafford  Northcote. — Indian  Currency  Commission. — Earl’s  Court,  &c. 


WILLIAM  BLACKWOOD  & SONS, 

EDINBURGH  and  LONDON. 


BUNRANWOCH  HOTEL,  RANNOCH,  N.B. 

Among  the  retreats  that  have  I’onud  favour  with  English  'IVjurifitR  is  the  Bunriumoch  Hotel, 
w’here  'Pourists  tlnd  every  comfortin  Spring,  Summer,  Aulimni,  or  Winter.  Eoeh  Rannocli  and 
the  Biver  Tumrnel  are  both  well  known  to  anglers,  whiere  good  sport  can  generally  he  relied  on.  'I'ho 
sanitary  arrangemerus  of  the  Hotel  are,  vouched  for  by  the  Cliief  Sa.nitarv  Inspector  for  Perthshire 
Excellent  Billiard  Room,  wilh  roofeil  ligljt,  and  full-sized  table  liy  .John  Taylor  and  Sun,  Ediriburglu 
Eadios'  Drawing  Room,  ami  l/fwn  Tennis  Court.  Seven  excellent  boats  and  sober  boaiinen. 
Private  Steamer  on  the  Loch,  in  connection  with  tlie  Hotel.  Eirst-elass  IVisting  e.stahlishmeui . 
Struan  Station  thirteen  miles  distant. 

Telegiaphic  Address,  P>am*annoch,  Bamioeh.'’  Mr.s.  MACDONAidJ,  [Proprietress. 

s.iviL.iyroisr  Jvisrc3-msrGh 

Oil  the  celebrated  ORCHY,  the  best  Salmon  River  in  Argyllshire. 
EREE  to  guests  staying  at  INVERORAN  HOTEL,  Tyndruni. 

DUNCAN  FORBES,  Proprietor. 

N.B. — Loch  and  St  ream  Trouting  on  the  finest  'waters  of  the 
district,  including  the  celelirated  Loch  Tulla. 

J.  R.  RICHARDSON, 

FAMOUS  WHOLE-CANE 

SPINNING 

AND 

PUNT  RODS. 


SALMON  & PIKE  SPINNING. 

I “THE  ETON”  WINCHES 

(Optional  Check,  Optional  Lite  Guard) 

lARE  THE  BEST  FOR  WADING  OR  CASTING  FROM  BANK, 


TO  BOTTOM  FISHERS. 


Bottom  Eisliers  can  be  supplied  with  Live  Bait,  Gentles,  I 
Lobworms,  &c. ; also  with  Bods,  Lines,  Paternosters,  | 
Hooks,  Ledgers,  Heels,  &c.  Crystal  Roach  Hooks,  best 
quality,  9d.  per  dozen.  Everything  sold  at  the  most 
reasonable  prices. 

Catalogue  2d.  (cost  of  postage  only). 

G.  LITTLE  & CO,,  63,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON,  S.W. 

THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

OP 

«THE  GAZETTE,’* 

Bound  in  cloth,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Publishers,  price  6s.  6d.  each  ; post  free,  7s.  3d. 

London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MAESTON  & COMPANY,  Limited, 
St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  Fleet-street,  E.C, 


AT  'J’HE 

WALTON  TERCENTENARY, 

Held  at  Broxhourne,  Aug.  9,  1898,  Mr.  BAMBRTDGE, 
using  this  Winch,  made  a cast  of  62  yards  ( measured 
by  Win.  Senior,  Estp,  “Red  Spinner”  of  the  Field), 
no  line  guard  (as  Ytr.  B.  never  uses  one,  and  does  not 
recommend).  AY  eight  used  was  l]oz.  48’8  grains. 

LISTS  (Copyright),  over  230  Illustrations,  Is., 
which  can  be  deducted  from  orders  if  to  value  of 
5s.  or  upwards. 

BAMBRIDGE,  ETON.  ENGLAND. 

Only  Address  necessary  from  any  part  of  the  World. 


ESTABLISHLIE)  1790. 
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On  Friday.  4th,  Mr.  Stevens  had  fifteen  fish,  averaging 
Ub.  ; David  Eoberts,  eight  fish,  441b.  On  Monday  there 
were  a good  many  anglers  out,  bnt  they  did  very  little, 
owing  to  the  snltry  heavy  weather.  Pike  anglers  at 
Cynwvd  did  well,  David  Eoberts  and  E,  Ddvrards  killing 
three  each,  heaviest  81b.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Bell  had  four 
fish,  21b.  : Mr.  Steven»,  six,  2Jlb.  ; Mr.  Burgess,  on 
Wednesday,  had  31b.  ; David  Eoberts,  61h.  ; Mr.  Taylor, 
21h.  ; Thursday,  David  Eoberts  had  4Jlh.  ; J.  Wood, 
djlb.’,  and  ten  very  good  gudgeon— most  singular  things 
to  have'in  this  river.  Mr.  Burgess  had  three  fine  trout 
to-day  with  fly.  Best  bait  these  last  days  the  real 
minnow  on  Archer’s  spinning  tackle.  I have  seen  a few 
salmon,  bnt  no  one  angling,  as  the  weather  is  so  hot  and 
close. — Alwen. 

Berwent  (Ambevgate).— Trout  and  grayling, 
during  the  hot  and  bright  weather  of  the  past  week, 
have  shown  little  signs  of  movement  except  in  the  late 
evening.^,  and  sport  has  not  been  very  encouraging.  The 
best  local  hands  have  failed  to  hook  more  than  two  to 
three  brace  at  one  fishing.  The  Derwent  and  tribu- 
taries are  at  time  of  writing  showing  signs  of  colour 
from  road-washings,  caused  by  the  violent  thunder- 
storm which  passed  over  during  Wednesday  night.  We 
have  had  hail  and  rain  during  the  day,  and  fly-fishing 
may  be  suspended  a few  days  thereby,  but  water  should 
be  in  good  trim  by  Saturday. — Amber  Dun. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— We  have  had  rain  enough 
to  put  a colour  on  both  river  and  brooks  to-day,  and  we 
hope  to  have  a good  report  of  sport  for  next  week.  A 
dish  of  six  extra  heavy  trout  was  taken  by  a young 
guest  of  Mayor  Corbet’s  on  Monday,  these  with  the  red 
caterpillar  from  the  Norbury  length  of  the  Dove.  Other 
takes  are  reported  with  same  artificial  from  that  and 
other  lengths.— D.  Atm  W.  H.  Foster. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Water  is  again  running 
low.  Some  good  bags  of  perch  and  roach  have  been  taken 
in  the  canal.  On  Bank  Holiday  some  very  fair  sport 
was  enjoyed  all  round,  one  of  the  heaviest  bags  being 
taken  by  Messrs.  Kelly,  Thoenwissen,  and  Eoberts  from 
a private  pond  near  Exeter,  consisting  of  a brace  of  tench 
(31b.  and  2Jlb.).  fifteen  rudd( best  brace  lib.  13oz.),  about 
fifty  perch,  and  half  a dozen  nice  eels,  the  three  largest 
running  close  on  a pound  each.  The  annual  netting  of 
canal  by  the  council  took  place  just  recently,  when  a big 
lot  of  fish  was  turned  out,  several  of  the  perch  and  eels 
being  very  fine.  Some  carp  up  to  81b.  were  also  secured. 

— Eed  Farmer. 

Fen  'Waters  (Soittli  Iiincolnshire).— Bank  Holi- 
day was  a great  day  among  the  anglers  of  Lincolnshire. 

It  brought  a large  number  of  visitors  within  the  borders 
of  fen  land,  and  induced  the  local  ones  to  turn  out  in 
force.  The  Forty-foot  among  the  drains  of  the  south 
district  is  just  now  best  yjatronised,  the  Vernatts  at 
Spalding  being  badly  damaged  by  the  admission  of  sea- 
water through  defective  sluices.  Many  fine  fish  are  being 
noticed  in  its  waters  dead  and  dying.  This  is  a sad  dis- 
appointment to  the  Spalding  Club,  who  have  spent  a lot 
of  pains  over  its  preservation.  The  Glenn  and  one  or 
two  other  good  waters,  however,  are  still  left  to  them, 
and  from  which  they  will  get  sport.  A fine  specimen  of 
271b.  was  got  from  the  tilenn  the  other  day.  Among  the 
more  fortunate  on  the  Forty-foot  are  Mr.  Dunn,  Mr. 
Dawson,  Mr.  Pearson,  Mr.  Kitchen,  Mr.  Smith,  &c. 
Mr.  Kitchen  has  recently  caught  a perch  from  this 
water  of  over  21b.,  and  another  angler  has  bagged  a 
brace  of  tench  scaling  over  Gib.  Some  splendid  roach 
have  also  been  got  from  this  water.  The  Welland  and 
drains  on  the  Cambridgeshire  side  have  had  visitors  in 
numbers.  New  wheat,  as  the  harvest  is  well  in  progress, 
is  proving  a good  bait  for  roach.  The  water  is  in  satis- 
factory condition. — Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— The  Idle  has  been  patronised 
these  holidays  by  many  visitors  wishing  for  sport  and 
quiet.  Bank  Holiday,  because  it  was  a holiday  for  the 
mills  and  weed-cutters,  was  a fine  day  for  fishing  its 
waters,  and,  the  conditions  being  on  the  whole  favour- 
able, I bear  some  good  baskets  were  made.  Eoach, 
dace,  and  bream  were  the  chief  fish  sought  for,  but 
those  who  tried  for  chub  and  eels  were  by  no  means  un- 
rewarded. The  lengths  most  in  favour  are  those  below 
Eetford  ; bnt  though  a number  have  lately  been  patro- 
nising the  lower  waters,  and  the  drains  and  dvkes  about 
that  part,  they  do  not  meet  with  the  success  they  would 
like.  It  is  to  be  feared  a good  deal  of  netting  has  been 
going  on  in  this  district  during  the  winter.  Since 
Monday  the  weather  has  turned  very  hot,  and  if  the 
heat  continues,  baskets  will  grow  lighter,  but  as  yet 
the  water,  when  clear  of  weeds,  is  in  prime  condition. 
— L. 

Lake  ’Vyrnwy,  North  "Wales  (via  Oswestry).— 

I am  glad  to  say  the  trout  are  again  on  the  move.  Some 
forty-four  nice  fish  have  been  taken  during  the  week, 
although  only  a few  rods  have  been  out. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Stort. — I had  a long  walk  on  Wednesday 
down  by  the  riverside,  and  found  fhe  condition  of  the 
river  very  variable.  In  fhe  Navigation  Canal  in  some 
places  the  water  was  in  fair  fishable  order,  whilst  in 
others  it  was  covered  with  a sort  of  slimy  weed  that  had 
evidently  risen  from  the  bottom.  The  old  river  at 
Sewardstone,  in  both  the  Ordnance  and  Mill  streams,  is 
terribly  overrun  with  weeds.  At  Ponder’.-^  End.  Mr. 
Hollingbery  informed  me  that  there  had  been  some  nice 
catches  of  roach,  and  that  Mr.  Medlar  had  taken  a very 
fine  bream.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  E.  Denton,  of  the  Park 
Angling  Society,  had  loib.  of  good  roach  from  Flanders 
Weir  Fishery.  At  Games’s  Highain  Hill  Fishery,  some 
very  good  sport  has  been  had  lately.  At  Waltham 
Abbey,  Mr.  Medcalf  had  two  specimen  roach  which 
have  been  sent  to  Cooiicr.  Mr.  Taylor  had  a bream  of 
31b.  13oz.  'J'hcro  was  a very  good  show  at  the  Edmon- 
ton and  'I’oUcnham  Club  on  the  7th  inst.,  the  Hadkiss 


brothers  specially  distinguishing  themselves,  the  total 
went  over  481b.— Spliced  Joint. 

Lea  (Broxbourne).— The  storm  last  night  has  put 
the  water  in  very  nice  condition,  and  some  good  roach 
have  been  taken. — E.  N.  B. 

Lea  (Waltham  Abbey).— Water  in  splendid  con- 
dition. Fish  taken  during  the  week:  Eoacb,  Messrs. 
Williams,  Lapwood,  Saville,  Gaywood,  Simmons, 
Shambrooke,  Eudkins,  Medcalf  (one  of  11b.  8ioz.),  and 
several  London  friends ; jack,  by  Messrs.  Eudkins, 
Springham,  Williams,  Simmons.  Trimmer,  and  Sher- 
mann.  Mr.  A.  Guinn  has  had  a few  specimen  dace,  and 
Mr.  E.  Turpin  some  bream.  Fish  with  paste  and  cads  ; 
lob-worms  for  bream.  Mr.  W.  Taylor  bad  a bream  of 
31b.  13oz.  on  Monday,  and  several  jack  of  21b.  and  31b. 
were  taken. — Clear  Water. 

Lea  eWare). — Anglers  have  had  good  sport  here  this 
week.  On  Monday  morning,  Mr.  J.  Baldock  brought 
seven  nice  roach  to  the  Bull  Inn  to  be  v/eighed,  and 
they  averaged  lib.  S.joz.  each.  On  Sunday  last,  there 
were  some  nice  roach  of  lib.  \oz.  taken,  also  some  nice 
dace,  some  scaling  nearly  11b.  each.  We  had  a very 
heavy  thunderstorm  on  Thursday,  accompanied  by  very 
heavy  rain,  which  has  made  the  water  in  first-rate  order 
for  next  Sunday’s  anglers. — Edwin  Cossar. 

Leicester. — The  holiday  seekers  have  much  to  be 
thankful  for  as  a rule  as  splendid  weather  prevailed 
during  the  early  part  of  the  week.  The  bright  weather 
has  not  proved  beneficial  to  everybodv,  it  haying  been 
rather  a drawback  to  successful  angling  owing  to  the 
rivers  and  streams  becoming  exceedingly  bright  and 
fine.  There  has,  however,  been  no  lack  of  anglers  out 
during  the  holidays,  and  the  railway  companies  ha,ye 
evidently  benefited  by  allowing  anglers  liberal  facili- 
ties and  thus  enabling  them  to  visit  their  favourite 
resorts.  Up  Market  Harboro’  way  a few  decent  pike 
were  captured,  but  down  the  Wreake  Valley  anglers 
loudly  complained  of  poor  sport.  The  holiday  anglers 
have  almost  been  out  in  swarms  at  the  free  waters  at 
Leicester,  but  the  excessive  number  fishing  prevented 
much  being  done.  On  Monday,  120  tickets  were  taken 
for  the  Leicester  preserves.  Anglers  in  these  waters 
were  fairly  well  rewarded  with  roach  up  to  lib.  2oz.  'The 
most  successful  efforts  that  came  under  notice  being 
Messrs.  King,  Harford,  and  Machin,  the  latter  having 
three  and  a half  brace,  scaling  Gib.  the  lot.  Some  good 
lots  were  taken  at  private  water.s,  but  angling  all  round 
has  been  much  below  expectations. 

Lugg  and.  Ax’row  (Leominster).— These  streams 
have  been  visited  with  heavy  rain,  but  it  has  not 
altered  the  water,  and  the  rivers  .ire  still  low  and  clear. 
Angling  has  been  tried  by  a few,  it  being  holiday  time, 
and  the  grayling  have  risen  well  at  the  Eed  Tag,  Green 
Insect,  Sky  Blue,  Augustand  July  Duns,  and  Wickham’s 
Fancy,  but  only  small  lots  have  been  landed.  A good 
flush  of  water  would  greatly  improve  the  fishing.  Wasp 
grub  fishing  is  slow.  The  Pinsley  is  now  low  and  clear  ; 
sport  quiet  in  it. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Elvers 
still  continue  extremely  low  and  clear.  On  days  when 
the  wind  has  been  strong  good  sport  has  been  obtained 
with  grayling.  Weather  is  all  a farmer  could  wish,  but 
decidedly  bad  for  angling.  Best  flies  are  August  Dun, 
Silver  Dun,  Ants,  Eed  Tag,  Green  Insect,  J uly  Gnat, 
Sky  Blue,  Ginger  Moth,  Eed  Spinner,  and  Coachman 
Very  few  rods  are  out. — E.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Tonbridge). — The  result  of  the  Bank 
Holiday  has  been  some  very  good  baskets  of  fish.  I did 
not  see  the  magnificent  catch  of  two  members  of  the 
United  Brothers,  but  from  the  account  I received  it  was 
over  7st.  of  bream  and  roach.  A large  quantity  of  fish 
have  been  taken  lately.  Perch  are  on  the  feed  a little 
with  minnow.  Eiver  in  first-rate  order.  Baits  most  in 
use,  stewed  wheat  and  wasp  grub.— E.  E.  W. 

Nene  (Peterborough).  — The  weather  is  very 
favourable,  and  many  anglers  were  enjoying  their 
favourite  sport  on  Bank  Holiday.  Eoach,  perch,  and 
bream  are  well  on  the  feed,  and  some  good  catches  are 
reported.  Many  good  roach  were  caught  down  North 
Bank,  and  some  excellent  sport  with  bream  was  had  at 
the  Lynch.  A tine  Loch  Leven  trout  was  captured  at 
Weedon,  near  Northampton,  on  Monday. — E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Brandon).— We  had  some  grand  sport  during 
the  holidays ; we  have  also  had  plenty  of  company 
from  London,  Cambridge,  and  Newmarket.  They  are 
cutting  the  weeds  this  week,  so  we  expect  to  have  very 
good  sport  next  week.  Plenty  of  accommodation  at  the 
Earn  Hotel. 

Ouse  (Great  Paxton). — On  the  Gth  inst.  Mr.  Norton 
of  Harwood-road,  and  Mr.  John  Yarborough  caught 
361b.  of  bream;  and  on  Wednesday  Mr.  W.  C.  Yar- 
borough, with  Mr.  Norton,  had  a good  take  in  Ducker’s 
Pool.  The  rough  stormy  weather  of  late  has  prevented 
the  fish  feeding ; but,  now  it  is  more  settled,  they  are 
feeding  again. — W.  Duceer. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — The  river  here  has  been  very 


the  middle  of  this  sport  some  kind  friend  shot  two 

trammels  right  along  outside  the  pier  which  meant,  of 
course,  good-bye  fish,  for  not  another  was  caught  during 
the  whole  of  the  day.  If  I had  been  fishing  there  myself 
I should  have  shifted  those  trammels,  because  the  man 
shot  them  right  over  the  ground  that  was  being  worked 
by  the  throw  lines,  and  he  had  no  right  to  come  so  close 
to  the  Breakwater  with  them,  especially  when  fisher- 
men were  there  before  him.  Several  hooka  and  gear 
were  lost  in  the  trammels,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
whoever  the  trammels  belonged  to  they  will  have  the 
good  manners  to  keep  clear  of  the  rod  and  line  fisher- 
men, or  they  must  take  the  consequences.  Pollack  are 
still  well  on  the  feed  ; the  best  baskets  are  taken  night 
times  just  before  and  after  sunset.  Mackerel  and 
whiting  in  the  offing  afl'ord  good  sport.— William 
Heabder. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury ).— During  the  last  week  or 
two  the  water  has  been  higher  than  usual  and  some- 
what discoloured.  Pike  fishing  has  therefore  been  pro- 
ductive of  good  sport,  and  a good  number  have  been 
taken  with  the  gorge  and  spinning  baits.  Mr.  J. 
Williams,  the  hon.  secretary  to  the  Shrewsbury  Severn 
Angling  Society,  has  taken  five  fish  averaging  a couple 
of  pounds  each,  and  like  numbers  have  been  caught  by 
Mr.  Phillips,  jun.,  and  Mr.  E.  Ellis.  Jack  are  unusually 
numerous,  and  the  fact  that  the  majority  are  small 
would  seem  to  prove  that  they  are  rapidly  increasing.— 
PiSCATOR. 

Severn,  "Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Owing  to  the  very'  heavy  rain  on  Saturday  last 
all  these  i-ivers  were  out  of  condition  for  anglers  on 
Bank  Holiday,  and  few  good  catches  are  reported.  A 
few  days  ago,  at  Bwleh-y-ciban,  near  Meifod,  Mont- 
gomeryshire, a young  lady,  only  thirteen  years  of 
age,  was  fishing,  when  she  suddenly  lost  her  fishing  rod. 
which  disappeared  helow  the  water ; but,  having  with 
her  a very  faithful  retriever  dog  watching  the  sport,  as 
soon  as  the  rod  made  its  re-appearance  above  water  the 
dog  plunged  in  and  brought  it  safely  to  land,  and  also 
landed  with  it  a very  large  chub,  which  was  the  cause 
of  the  young  lady  losing,  for  a short  time,  her  fishing 
rod. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures). — Sport  has  been  rather  better  than  I 
anticipated  for  the  Bank  Holiday,  and  some  decent  takes 
have  been  had  during  the  week.  Ou  Monday  some  good 
rudd,  roach  of  lib.  Goz.,  bream  of  21b.,  and  jack  were 
taken,  one  angler  having  a brace  of  91b.  weight,  besides 
several  others.  Some  good  rudd  were  also  taken  on 
Tuesday,  but  roach  are  still  very  shy  in  mid-day ; 
evening  or  early  morning  is  still  the  best  time.  Eiver 
very  bright,  and  white  paste  or  gentles  are  best  for 
roach.  The  latter  part  of  August  and  September  is  the 
time  for  large  bream  in  this  water,  and  I hope  soon  to 
have  some  good  catches  to  report. — W.  Bainbbidge. 

Sussex  Rivers. — We  have  had  hot  bright  days 
with  thunder  showers  this  week.  Eivers  are  now  in  excel- 
lent order.  The  Arun  holds  its  own  as  regards  takes  and 
specimen  fish,  baskets  up  to  241b.  of  bream  and  roach 
have  been  taken  during  the  week  in  the  Amberley  and 
Pulborough  districts.  Bream  up  to  31b.  and  roach  up  to 
21b.  Some  fine  roach  are  also  reported  from  near  Billings- 
hurst,  several  fish  weighing  up  to  lib.  12oz.  A few  pike 
have  been  taken  from  the  upper  water,  but  not  in  grand 
condition.  Several  anglers  have  tried  the  Eother,  and 
from  near  Selham  with  the  mill  running  some  good  roach 
have  been  taken.  A few  trout  are  notified,  one  from  the 
Midhurst  distric  t,  the  heaviest  lilb.  Eoach  fishermen 
have  had  good  sport  on  the  Ouse,  baskets  of  ISjlb.  have 
been  taken,  with  fish  up  to  11b.  5oz.  among  them.  Chub 
up  to  21b.  and  a few  pike  are  notified  from  the  upper 
waters.  Bream  and  roach  have  fed  well  at  Chichester 
Canal  in  the  lower  reaches.  A bass  of  91b.  was  recently 
taken  near  Littlehampton  on  the  Arun,  and  at  Chichester 
Harbour  on  Monday  the  netsmen  secured  a fine  specimen 
weighing  161b. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigansbireh— During  the 
past  week  the  river  has  been  in  splendid  colour  for 
fishing,  and  several  baskets  of  trout  have  been  caught 
by  our  local  fishermen,  averaging  from  lilb.  to  41b.  a 
basket.  No  salmon  appear  to  have  reached  the  upper 
waters  yet.  as  we  have  not  had  any  flood  water  worth 
naming. — H. 

Teme  (Knighton). — In  this  part  the  water  is  very 
low  indeed.  Eain  has  been  had,  but  until  a good  flush 
of  water  comes  from  the  hills  sport  will  be  dull,  and  but 
few  fish  taken.  The  fish  sport  a little  in  the  evening, 
but  sport  has  been  generally  quiet.  ^ Fly  and  wasp  grub 
are  the  chief  baits  at  present. — E.  Knighton. 

Teme  (Ludlowj. — The  Teme  in  this  part  continues 
to  run  low  and  clear.  Eain  fell  heavily  at  the  end  of 
last  week,  but  it  made  scarcely  any  difference  to  the 
river.  Fishing  has  been  indulged  in  by  a good  number 
this  holiday  time,  but  the  takes  have  not  been  large. 
The  grayling  are  rising  well  at  the  fly,  .but  trout  are 
best  flies  are  the  Eed  Tag,  Green 


sluggish.  The  kt  - 1.  t 1 

lai^efy  patron'iseTthese^holidays,  and  with  a very  good  I Insect,  Whirling  Blue  Wickham’s  F^ncy  Cloths  J u y 
general  result,  decent  bream,  varying  from  Hlb.  to  and  August  Duns.  Bottom  fishing  has  hes  tried  with 
ilb.,  being  the  general  return  of  almost  all  the  visitors 


I have  had,  and  some  tip-top  eels,  the  sudden  rains  we 
are  having  in  showers  bringing  them  on  freely,  and  from 
now  to  the  end  of  September  is  the  time  here  for  speci- 
men hunters. — A.  Scard. 

Feiizaiice. — Beyond  a few  pollack  and  stray  mackerel, 
the  fishing,  both  off  the  pier  and  by  boat  in  the  bay,  is 
chiefly  confined  to  plaice  and  flounder. — H. 

Plymouth.— Sea  Fishing.— The  bass  are  at  last 
taking  the  bait,  both  artificial  and  natural.  On  Mount 
Batten  Pier.  One  day  la.st  week  about  twenty  linos 
were  fishing,  both  inside  and  out,  whilst  some  were 
casting  with  a rod.  Several  were  taken  between  711). 
and  81b.  weight,  and  one  young  lad  gave  several  fish 
away  because  they  wore  too  heavy  to  bring  homo.  Just 


the  wasp  grub  and  worm.  Minnow  fishing  in  early 
morning  has  been  good.  In  the  Hucks  Barn  water,  Mr. 
H.  W.  Brooks  caught  eleven  grey  ling,  and  one  trout, 
lib.  7oz.  with  the  Wickham  and  Brown  Moth.  In  the 
little  brook  near  Penton,  Mr.  Gillett  and  bis  son,  from 
Birmingham,  landed  thirty-one  trout  with  the  worm,  and 
on  the  Hucks  Barn  water  the  same  gentlemen  took  some 
nice  fish.  In  the  Ludford  water,  some  good  fish  were 
taken  on  Tuesday  with  the  fly.  On  Tuesday,  in  the' 
Castle  Pound,  a good  dish  of.  trout  were  lauded  with 
the  wasp  grub.  Under  Wiutcliffe  large  numbers  of 
roach  are  landed  daily.  On  the  Oorve  and  Teme,  a num- 
ber of  otters  are  seen  sporting,  and  a visit  i'rom  the" 
hounds  would  do  good.  The  Ouy,  Oorve,  Clun,  and 
Lodwycho  are  all  low  and  clear.  In  the  Corvo  sport 
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has  been  good  with  the  wasp  gnib.  In  the  Ledwyche, 
more  fishing  has  been  done,  and  sport  fairly  good. — 
S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  district  the  water  is  still 
very  low  and  bright.  Rain  has  been  had,  but  until  there 
is  a good  fall  uphill  it  will  not  make  any  difference  to 
the  water.  A few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  have  used 
the  fly  and  wasp  grub.  The  grayling  are  moving  best, 
and  take  the  Wickham  and  Red  Tag,  and  Hare’s  Ear. 
Trout  are  sluggish.  A few  nice  lots  of  fish  have  been 
caught,  but  sport  generally  dull.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  very  low  and  clear. — Worcester. 

Tenby.— Fairly  good  catches  of  mackerel  are  being 
made.  Bass  appear  to  have  left  the  bay,  and  silver 
whiting  and  plaice  are  by  no  means  plentiful)  just 
now. — H. 

Trent  (Newark).  Throughout  the  week  angling  in 
the  Newark  district  has  been  satisfactory.  Bank 
Holiday  proved  an  exceptionally  successful  day,  and 
barbel,  chub,  bream,  roach,  and  dace  were  taken  in  good 
quantities  from  all  the  recognised  reaches.  Greaves 
proved  the  most  attractive  bait  for  barbel,  and  gentles 
for  roach  and  dace.  The  Piscatorial  Club  room  in  the 
evening  presented  an  especially  gratifying  sight,  a 
record  having  been  established  by  the  members,  for  the 
tables  fairly  staggered  under  the  display  of  specimen 
fish  exhibited,  Ijcwt.  having  been  trayed,  and  this  could 
almost  have  been  doubled  had  the  whole  of  the  members 
shown  the  fish  caught.  Barbel  and  roach  were  prominent, 
but  the  most  admired  was  a splendid  tray  of  dace  from 
the  Devon  by  Mr.  J.  Jones.  Trent  remains  in  good 
order,  and  baits  above  mentioned  will  secure  a good 
take.— Teentsideb. 

XJsk  (at  TTsk). — Although  there  have  been  a few 
slight  freshets  in  the  river  of  late  not  many  salmon 
have  been  seen  moving.  The  only  ones  taken  were  one 
by  Colonel  Roeke,  on  Friday  last,  lulb. ; and  two  grilse, 
by  Colonel  Waddilove,  on  Tuesday,  the  last  named 
heading  the  list  with  the  small  total  of  ten  salmon  for 
the  season  up  to  the  present. — T. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln.)— The  Witham 
and  its  kindred  waters  were  not  quite  so  well  patronised 
by  visitors  as  is  often  the  case  on  the  last  Bank  Holiday 
of  the  summer.  The  All-England  match  at  Brigg  with- 
drew many  of  the  “ pot-hunters  ” for  that  place:  still, 
there  were  many  visitors  and  many  club  matches.  Some 
of  those  who  turned  their  attention  to  independent  fish- 
ing did  very  well,  particularly  about  Boston,  where  both 
from  the  river  and  the  Hobhole  lately  have  come  some 
big  baskets.  One  of  the  visitors  on  the  latter  last  week 
got  301b.  in  a day  ; another  on  the  river  had  271b.  Roach 
have  been  largely  patronised,  but  dace,  bream,  tench, 
eels,  pike,  and  perch  have  also  gone  to  the  filling  of 
baskets.  Among  the  interesting  captures  of  late,  I may 
mention  that  at  Tattershall  recently,  a Mr.  Tongue  has 
had  eleven  tench  scaling  over  201b. ; at  Stixwold,  one 
angler  got  221b.  of  perch  in  a day,  and  another  13|lb.  ; 
at  Langwith,  Mr.  W.  Pringle  has  taken  401b.,  mo.stly 
dace,  from  the  Barling’s  stream  ; and  at  Five  Mile  House 
a nice  lot  of  jack  were  taken  among  other  fish.  Capital 
fishinghas  been  also  got  at  Bardney,  and  Brayford,  near 
Lincoln  ; at  Burton  Lane  End  on  the  Fossdyke,  on  the 
Till  stream,  and  also  on  the  Upper  Witham.  It  would 
be  impossible,  however,  to  even  epitomise  the  doings  on 
the  Witham  and  other  waters,  the  amount  of  fishing 
going  on  being  enormous. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire)— The  heavy  rain 
which  fell  at  the  end  of  last  week  put  a lot  of  colour 
into  both  rivers,  and  stopped  fly-fishing  on  Friday  and 
Saturday,  but  the  bottom  fishermen  had  a good  chance, 
and  some  capital  lots  of  both  trout  and  grayling  were 
landed.  Several  large  barbel  were  also  killed  on  the 
Darley  Dale  club  water.  Both  streams  had  run  down 
a good  deal  on  Monday,  the  lower  lengths  of  the  Der- 
went, however,  being  too  thick  for  the  fly,  but  a few 
anglers  were  at  work  on  the  Wye,  and  some  of  them  Lad 
a little  sport,  the  best  lot,  four  brace,  falling  to  the  rod 
of  Mr.  'T.  J.  Hodson,  who  was  fishing  the  Rowsley 
Meadows  length  of  that  stream.  A friend  and  myself 
fished  the  Darley  Dale  water  from  Rowsley  to  Darley 
Bridge,  and  only  succeeded  in  taking  four  brace  between 
us.  Since  Tuesday,  we  have  had  a succession  of  very 
heavy  storms  of  thunder  and  lightning,  and  the  river  is 
now  very  muddy  and  quite  unfishable.  If  no  further 
rain  comes,  there  will  be  a good  bottom  fishing  water 
on  the  Derwent  by  Saturday,  and  both  streams  should 
be  in  fair  condition  for  fly-fishing  by  Monday  or  Tues- 
day.— Dotterel. 

Yare  (Norwich.). — Anglers  met  with  good  sport, 
and  some  excellent  catches  of  roach  have  been  had,  and 
several  specimen  fish  taken.  I saw  eleven  roach  this 
morning,  which  I estimate  weighed  over  lib.  each 
average,  whilst  pictured  by  their  side  was  a photo  of  a 
catch  of  many  dozens  all  fine  fish.  Bream  have  been 
biting  well  both  on  this  river  and  also  on  the  Bure. 
Three  gentlemen  on  the  latter  captured  upwards  of  8st. 
of  bream  and  roach  upon  Wroxham  Broad,  and  two 
friends  of  mine  (novices)  killed  sixty  varying  in  size  from 
jlb.  up  to  about  l|lb.,  also  at  Wroxham.  At  Coltishall, 
higher  up  stream,  some  capital  takes  have  been  made, 
and  also  some  large  specimen  takes  at  Horstead  above 
the  lock.  Coming  lower  down  stream  good  sport  is  being 
had  at  Horning  and  Acle,  and  this  also  applies  to  the 
Thurne  and  its  broads,  and  also  the  Ant  and  Barton  and 
Stalham  districts,  to  which  visitors  are  now  very 
numerous.  Prospects  good  (Thursday).  Thunderstorms 
and  rain  to-day  ; wind  S.W. — Robert  Moll. 

Yore,  Wharfe,  and  Swale.— 'I'he  Bank  Holiday 
anglers  had  plenty  of  water  to  fish  in,  but  the  fish  were 
not  in  a very  accommodating  humour.  The  All-Eng- 
land match  at  Skipton  Bridge  on  the  Swale  proved  a 
great  success,  as  usual,  there  being  a train  load  of  com- 
petitors, At  Tanfield  the  fish,  c.ime  very  short  at  the 


minnow.  Mr.  C.  K.  Gray  had  six  trout,  Mr.  Denison 
and  Mr.  Younghusband  about  the  same  number.  On  the 
Monday  I killed  a lovely  specimen  of  a Yore  trout,  in 
fact,  the  largest  pure  fario  that  1 ever  killed  on  that 
river.  It  weighed  21b.  3oz.,  and  took  fifteen  minutes  to 
kill,  my  tackle  being  very  fine,  and  the  stream  a very 
rough  and  rapid  one.— Francis  M.  Walbran. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgacli  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— Owing  to  unfavourable  state  of  weather  and  water 
sport  has  fallen  off  considerably,  but  an  improvement  is 
now  anticipated.  The  only  lochs  fished  during  the  past 
week  were  Cama,  Urigill,  and  Veyatie,  and  the  best 
baskets  were  by  Messrs.  Hall,  Liverpool,  and  by  Mr. 
and  Miss  Marriage,  whose  baskets  included  two  Salmo 
ferox  weighing  4]lb.  and  2jlb. — McB. 

Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters.— Aug.  2,  Loch  Break- 
bui,  Mr.  Deans,  ton  trout,  .lib. ; Loch  Loyal,  Messrs. 
Bilbrough,  thirty-seven  trout,  171b.  3rd,  Loch  Loyal, 
Messrs.  Bilbrough,  seventeen  trout,  fflb.  4th,  Loch 
Meaddie,  Mr.  Deans,  forty  trout,  12^1b.,  one  ferox, 
3|lb.  ; Loch  Loyal,  Messrs.  Bilbrough,  twenty-two  trout, 
151b.  5th,  Loch  Naver,  Mr.  Deans,  six  trout,  2Jlb.,  one 
sea-trout,  l|lb.  7th,  Loch  Naver,  Mr.  Ballance,  three 
sea-trout,  31b. ; Loch  Meaddie,  Messrs.  Bilbrough, 
thirty-six  trout,  15Jlb.  8th,  Loch  Meaddie,  Messrs. 
Bilbrough,  sixty  trout,  221b.  ; Loch  Meaddie,  Mr. 
Ballance,  eleven  trout,  41b.  ; Loch  Naver,  Miss  Fyfe 
Duff,  two  sea-trout.  41b. — W.  Munro. 

Bonarbridge  (Bridge  Hotel). — Not  much  done  in 
this  neighbourhood  since  last  reported.  On  Saturday 
last  Mr.  Scott,  Balnakyle,  and  Mr.  J.  Maepherson  fished 
Loch  Laggan,  and  caught  twenty-six  trout,  aggregating 
fijlb  ; and  on  Monday,  this  week,  Mr.  Jas.  Macintosh, 
Gledfield,  tried  Loch  Migdale,  and  got  one  dozen  and  a 
half  nice  trout,  averaging  about  jib.  each,  the  whole 
weighing  8Jlb. — McB. 

Border  Bsk. — The  heavy  rains  of  last  week  having 
flooded  the  river,  it  is  now  in  better  order  for  angling. 
On  Satui’day,  fishing  near  Skippers  Bridge  with  the 
worm,  Mr.  Jos.  Anderson  had  a fine  basket  of  sea-trout 
and  whiting.  Mr.  Scott,  Holmfoot,  in  the  same  water, 
was  equally  successful.  In  the  reserved  water,  on 
Friday,  Mr.  Bourhill  Clinton  had  a salmon  IGlb.,  a grilse 
51b.,  some  sea-trout,  and  two  dozen  yellow  trout.  Below 
Langholm  Mr.  W.  Storey  had  eleven  sea-trout,  two 
whiting,  and  a number  of  yellow  trout  ; and  on  Saturday 
Mrs.  M'Kune,  Shortsholm,  had  a salmon  IGJlb.  In  the 
Canonbie  water.  Colonel  Elliot,  Mr.  Scott,  and  Mr. 
Walter  Park  were  very  successful.  Saturday  last  was  a 
grand  day  for  bait-fishing,  the  best  of  the  season,  both 
in  the  Esk  and  Liddle.  In  the  latter  some  good  sport 
has  been  had.  The  Metal  Bridge  division  of  the  Esk  is 
yielding  fair  sport,  and  good  takes  of  sea-trout  and 
whiting  are  being  made  below  Longtown. — W.  A. 

Brora. — Fishing  the  upper  reaches  at  Dalnessie,  on 
Friday,  Major  Berkeley  killed  four  sea-trout,  weighing 
51b.— J.  Y. 

Bunrannoeb.  Hotel  (Rannocb,  N.B.). — Thursday, 
Aug.  3,  the  following  sport  was  obtained  by  anglers 
staying  at  Bunrannoch  Hotel,  on  Loch  Rannoch  : Mr. 
Hickman,  Warminster,  forty  trout;  Mr.  Beaty,  Man- 
chester, twenty-one  trout ; Mr.  Rankin,  Liverpool, 
thirteen  trout ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don,  London,  eleven 
trout.  Saturday,  Aug.  5,  Mr.  Rankin,  Liverpool,  twenty- 
seven  trout;  Mr.  Hickman,  Warminster,  twenty-two 
trout ; Messrs.  Beaty,  Manchester,  nine  trout,  on  the 
river.  Monday,  Aug.  7,  Mr.  Hickman,  Warminster, 
fifteen  trout ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rankin,  Liverpool,  nineteen 
trout ; Mr.  Beaty,  Manchester,  nine  trout.  Tuesday, 
Aug.  8,  Mr.  Hickman,  Warminster,  twenty-one  trout ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rankin,  Liverpool,  twenty-seven  trout ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Don,  London,  twelve  trout. 

Carron,  Easter  Ross  (Ardgfay,  N.B.).— The 
water  has  been  so  much  out  of  order  that  the  lower 
beats  have  not  been  fished  of  late,  and,  so  far  as  can  be 
gathered,  only  one  fish  was  got  on  the  upper  waters, 
caught  by  Mr.  W.  Allis-Smith,  of  Glencalvie. — McB. 

Dee,  Don,  &c.  (Aberdeenshire). — With  the  excep- 
tion of  a few  visitors  in  the  vicinity  of  Ballater  and 
Braemar  no  real  angling  has  been  done.  On  the  Dee, 
Don,  and  coast  the  supply  of  salmon  still  maintains  the 
high  average  of  the  past  few  weeks.  The  size  and 
quality  of  the  fish  are  also  gratifying.  Several  301b.  fish 
and  over  have  been  brought  in,  showing  that  the  autumn 
migration  is  already  setting  in.  The  grilse  season  has 
been  a semi-failure. — Deesider. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — In  the  end  of  last  week  the 
river  Deveron  was  in  fair  condition,  rain  having  fallen 
pretty  heavily.  A large  number  of  fish  got  up  the  river 
from  the  lower  pools,  the  water  being  over  the  dykes. 
Rod  fishing  is  now  expected  to  greatly  improve.  On 
the  upper  sections  in  the  Huntley  district,  Mr.  John 
Rezin  had  two  grilse  of  3Jlb.  and  4jlb.  On  the  Blair- 
more  water,  Mr.  A.  Gauid  had  a nice  grilse.  On  the 
Edinglassie  water,  the  Rev.  D.  Macaulay  had  two  grilse, 
and  Mr.  Geo.  Smith,  keeper,  had  three  grilse.  Fair 
baskets  of  trout  were  also  got  on  the  tidal  water  and 
other  sections.  On  the  coast  the  yield  for  the  past  week 
was  very  heavy.  Salmon,  in  the  meantime,  seem  plenti- 
ful on  the  coast.  The  weather  on  Saturday  last  was 
rather  rough  for  allowing  the  leaders  to  be  taken  in 
from  the  sea,  and  on  Monday  this  week  the  yield  of  fish 
was  the  largest  landed  from  the  coast  stations  of  any 
day  for  the  season.  Two  waggons  were  sent  to  the 
markets  containing  thirty-one  boxes,  and  on  Tuesday 
thirty  boxes.  The  river  also  yielded  well  to  the  net 
fishermen,  some  half-a-dozen  boxes  having  been  got 
from  the  lower  pools.  Salmon  weighed  from  fflb.  to 
about  301b.  ; grilse,  which  arc  not  so  numerous,  from 
3^11).  to  OHb. ; trout,  jib.  to  31b.  There  was  also  fair 
fishing  got  on  the  Gardonstowu  Coast,  some  fourteen 


boxes  having  been  consigned  to  the  markets  for  the  past 
week. — H.  W. 

Inverness-shire  Waters. — This  week’s  record  on 
the  River  Ness  is  not  quite  so  good  as  last  week’s.  Mr. 
Goodman  landed  two  grilse  on  Saturday,  off'  the  Bright 
Water,  weighing  101b.  and  71b.  respectively.  Fishing 
for  trout  on  the  Holm  water  the  above  gentleman  was 
pretty  successful.  He  has  landed  close  on  twenty 
salmon  this  season.  Anglers  at  TomdownlInn  are  getting 
good  sport  at  the  upper  end  of  Loch  Garry  and  Loch 
Polary,  but  the  east  end  of  Loch  Garry  shows  very  little 
improvement  on  former  reports.  Mr.  Mellor  is  getting 
famous  sport  with  pike  and  trout  at  Fort  Augustus, 
some  of  the  former  weighing  over  101b.  Mr.  Arnold 
Milne  landed  a nice  basket  of  trout  off  River  Tarff, 
averaging  Jib. — Hison. 

Lairg  Motel  Waters  (Lairg,  N.B.).— Excessively 
wet  weather  has  prevailed  in  this  district  all  last  week. 
St.  Swithin’s-day’s  forecast  has  been  verified  with  a 
vengeance,  the  measured  rainfall  here  since  the  15th 
ult.  being  5'Gl  inches.  The  various  lochs  are  fishing 
fairly  well,  weather  conditions  considered.  'The  pros- 
pect, however,  are  good.  On  Loch  Beannoch  Mr.  Kaye 
killed  six  very  fine  trout,  weighing  101b.,  and  eight, 
741b.,  and  Messrs.  Cook  sixteen,  weighing  Ojlb.  On 
Loch  Shin  Dr.  Thomiison  killed  eleven  trout,  51b.,  nine 
trout,  81b.,  three,  31b.,  thirteen  Gjlb.,  and  nine,  3.jlb.  ; 
Mr.  Thompson,  eleven  trout,  41b.,  and  thirteen  trout ; 
Mr.  Copeland,  one  ferox  of  31b.  and  several  nice  baskets 
of  trout  ; Captain  -Law,  ten  trout,  Gflb.  ; Major  Levitt, 
sixteen,  71b.  Mr.  Roberson,  Mr.  Bussell,  Captain  Hen- 
derson, and  other  anglers  had  trood  sport. — J.  Y. 

Lochbuie. — Captain  Paterson  and  Baillie  Crawford. 
Glasgow,  fishing  from  Inveroran  Hotel,  on  July  31,  had 
five  dozen  and  two  trout ; same  gentlemen,  on  Aug.  1, 
had  ten  dozen  and  two  trout ; on  Aug.  2,  same  gentlemen 
had  nine  dozen  trout ; on  Aug.  3,  Captain  Patenson  had 
one  salmon,  81b.;  on  Aug.  4,  Mr.  Beinkurst,  London, 
had  six  dozen  trout ; Captain  Paterson  and  Baillie 
Crawford  had  nine  dozen  trout ; on  Aug.  5,  Baillie 
Crawford  had  one  salmon,  111b. — Duncan  A.  Forbes. 

Locbleven  (Kinross). — Satisfactory  sport  has  been 
got  during  the  past  few  days,  though  fish  are  under  the 
average  size.  On  Monday  an  interesting  match  took 
place  between  the  Glasgow  Wanderers  Club  and  the 
Falkirk  Club,  the  former  winning  by  141b.  Mr.  Hay,  of 
the  Wanderers  Club  wasthe  most  successful  competitor, 
his  capture  being  eleven  trout,  91b.  12oz.  The  Stirling 
Club,  with  nine  rods,  captured  fifty-eight  trout, 
421b.  lloz.  The  first  prize  was  awarded  Mr.  R.  T. 
Annan,  who  had  nine  trout,  71b.  8oz.  Private  parties 
had  good  sport,  especially  those  out  in  tho  evening.  Mr. 
Miller,  Glasgow,  and  Mr.  Hogg,  Falkirk,  twenty-nine 
trout,  241b.  ; Mr.  Taylor,  Edinburgh,  twenty  trout, 
151b.  ; Mr.  Hill  and  friend,  Dunfermline,  twenty-eight 
trout,  191b.  ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nisbet,  Edinburgh,  eighteen 
trout,  131b.  80Z.  ; Mr.  Wilkinson  and  Mr.  Handy,  Liver- 
pool, sixteen  trout,  91b,  ; Mr.  Ritchie,  Perth,  twelve 
trout,  121b.  ; Mr.  Finlay  and  Mr.  Stewart  Murray, 
Saline,  fourteen  trout,  121b.  4oz.  The  loch  is  unusually 
low  at  present,  and  the  pier  has  had  to  be  lengthened 
to  float  the  boats  there. — Robt.  B.  Laing. 

Loch.  Rannoch. — The  following  sport  was  obtained 
by  anglers  from  Dunalastair  Hotel  : Aug.  2,  Mr.  and 
Miss  Carrie  Nash,  Liverpool,  on  loch,  six  trout,  one 
weighing  21b.  ; Mr.  Barclay  Sandeman,  Sussex,  five 
trout ; Aug.  3,  Messrs.  Kitto  and  Stewart,  Mussel- 
burgh, on  loch,  ten  trout ; Mr.  Heygate,  Welling- 
borough, three  trout ; Miss  Sandeman,  London,  on  river, 
five  trout  ; Aug.  4,  Mr.  Kitto,  on  loch,  eight  trout  ; Mr. 
Sandeman,  London,  and  Mr.  Barclay  Sandeman,  fifteen 
trout  ; Mr.  Nash,  Liverpool,  and  Lieut.  Birch,  Dursley, 
four  trout ; Mr.  Heygate,  six  trout ; Aug.  5,  Mr.  Nash 
and  Mr.  Kitto,  on  loch,  twenty  trout ; Aug.  7,  Rev.  A. 
A.  Knollys  and  Major  Knollys,  Dorking,  on  loch,  six 
trout ; Mr.  William  Knollys.  London,  seven  trout ; 
Lieut.  Birch,  six  trout ; Aug.  8,  Major  Knollys  and  Mr. 
William  Knollys,  on  loch,  ten  trout ; Mr.  Ward,  Lin- 
coln, four  trout : Mr.  White  and  two  friends,  four  trout ; 
Mr.  Furniss,  five  trout. 

Melvich  Hotel  (Sutherlandshire).  — Although 
the  river  has  been  in  good  fishing  condition  of  late,  few 
grilse  or  salmon  have  been  seen.  Anglers  confined 
themselves  to  the  river  mainly  during  last  week.  Dr. 
Kydd  was  unfortunate  enough  to  hook  two  salmon  on 
Thursday,  but  lost  both  after  a few  minutes’  play.  The 
same  occurred  both  on  Friday  and  Saturday  On  Wed- 
nesday, the  same  gentleman  had  fifteen  trout,  9|lb.,  on 
Loch  Caorach. — A.  M. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  Thurso,  N.B.). — Colonel  Frier, 
Dalvina  Lodge,  was  out  on  Monday,  and  grassed  two 
salmon,  of  101b.  and  10 jib.,  on  Beat  No.  2.  On  Tues- 
day, Major  Burnell,  Dalvina  Lodge,  had  a 10-pounder 
on  same  beat ; and  Mr.  Percy  Wormald,  Skelpick  Lodge, 
one  salmon  of  141b.  on  Beat  No.  5.  On  Wednesday,  Mr. 
Percy  Wormald  fished  Beats  5 and  G,  and  landed  three 
grilse,  weighing  41b.,  4jlb.,  and  51b.  ; and  on  Thursday 
a Gib.  salmon  on  Beat  No.  G.  On  Friday  rain  fell  in 
torrents,  and  the  river  rose  to  an  unusual  height. 
Weather  still  unsettled. — McB. 

Ness  (Inverness).  --Although  tho  water  during  the 
past  fortnight  was  all  that  could  bo  desired,  sport  was 
very  poor  all  over  the  water.  Pish  are  very  scarce 
indeed  for  this  season  of  the  year  on  the  Dochfour 
water.  General  Godman,  during  the  week,  landed  three 
grilse  on  the  Ness  Castle  water  ; Lord  Mount  Stephen 
had  only  one  grilse  on  the  Holm  water  ; Mr.  Godman, 
seven  grilse  since  last  report  on  the  Bught  water  ; Mr. 
Bowles,  on  Saturday,  5th,  landed  two  grilse,  lOlb.  and 
71b.  Very  poor  fishing  at  the  netting  stations. — D. 
W atson. 

North  Uist  (Locliniaclcly). — Weather  still  very 
favourable,  and  lochs  have  risen  considerably  sinco  last 
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report.  Largre  iiTimbers  of  fish  were  seen  to-day  by 
anglers  fishing  Loch-na-Ciste.  Best  baskets  during 
week  ! Messrs.  FerffUsson  and  MoGan,  on  Strumore,  on 
'=Snd.  thirteen  fish,  8|lb.  ; on  3rd,  on  Loch-na-Ciste,  five 
sea-trout,  S:,Ub.  : on  1th,  on  Loch  Huna,  fifty-eight 
brown  trout,  ISglb.  ; on  Lotih  Oaravat,  on  7bli,  sixtv 
brown  trout.  20lb.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Fry  and  party  and 
the  Rev.  F.  N.  Eden  and  W.  R.  G.  R.  Eden  have  also 
had  some  nice  baskets. — .T.  M.  Fraser. 

Overscaig'  Hotel  Watex’s  (via  Hairg,  W.B.l. — 
The  weather  has  been  so  adverse  to  angling  that  sport 
has  been  comparatively  poor.  The  following  were  the 
best  baskets  of  the  week  : On  Monday,  on  Loch  Moore, 
Col.  and  Mrs.  Butler.  London,  seven  .«ea-trout,  lOlh.  ; 
and  Mr.  Worsley-Ta vlor,  along  with  Mr.  Watkins,  sis 
sea-trout.  81b.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Leslie-.Tone.s  and  Mr. 
AVorslej -Taylor,  on  Loch  Gorm,  twenty-six  trout,  121b.  ; 
Mr.  lUidley- Yorke,  on  Fiag  Beat,  twenty-six  trout, 
111b.,  besides  a Sabno  fero,c  of  .5lb.  ; and  Col.  and  Mrs. 
Butler,  on  Mid-Shin,  twenty-four  trout,  111b.  On  AVed- 
nosday  Mr.  Lyndsay  got  a fero.r  of  ibjlb.  on  Loch  Shin  ; 
and  Col.  and  Mrs.  Butler,  two  sea  trout,  lib  , on  Loch 
More.  On  Friday,  Messrs.  Lyndsay  and  AVatkin.  on 
Loch  Griam,  thirty-nine  tront,  121b.  ; and  Col.  and  Mrs. 
Butler,  on  Loch  Merkland,  three  trout,  51b..  and  a,  ferox 
of  31b.  Fair  sport  was  also  obtained  by  Mr.  Dudley- 
Yorko,  Mrs.  L>avidson,  Mr.  Thierens,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
A'Court.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rhodes,  Mr.Nicolson.  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, and  Miss  Nellie  Davidson.  On  Saturday,  Mr. 
Rhodes  and  Mr.  Thierens,  on  Loch  Merkland,  forty-eight 
trout,  151b.  ; Mr.  Dadley-A^orke.  on  Fiag  Beat,  twenty- 
four  trout,  111b. ; and  Messrs.  AVatkin  and  Lyndsay,  on 
Loch  Gorm,  one  Salmo  ferox,  of  3; lb.,  besides  a basket 
of  T21b.  trout.  Fair  baskets  by  a number  of  other 
anglers. — McB. 

Rhiconich  Hotel. — Aug.  1.  Fi.shing  for  the  week 
has  been  very  indifferent,  owing  to. dead  calm  pre- 
vailing. Had  little  or  no  wind  all  the  week,  with  fre- 
quent showers  of  rain,  and  the  most  trying  of  all  is  to 
see  so  many  fish  sport  about,  and  cannot  induce  them 
to  take  your  hook.  Upon  Garbot  Beg  I have  seen 
upwards  of  twenty  salmon  and  grilse  out  of  the  water 
at  one  time.  So  with  favonrablo  wind  I have  no  doubt 
.Inly  record  would  be  piit  in  the  shade.  Mr.  and  Airs. 
Kirby,  Coventry,  for  the  week  landed  thirty-five  sea- 
trout  and  one  salmon  ; Mr.  Thackery,  Huntingdon,  a 
tew  trout  and  one  salmon  ; the  Rev.  Messr.s.  Teaks, 
London,  a few  trout  and  no  salmon. — J.  S. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (Scourie,  by  Lairg, 
N.B.). — Sport  on  the  hotel  water-s  last  week  was  as 
follows.  Weather  has  again  settled  down,  and  lai-ge 
baskets  are  expected.  Fishing  Duart  More,  Sir  Thomas 
Lt.  Brodie,  Bart.,  and  Mr.  Holmes  Ivory,  killed  five  sea- 
trout,  weighing  (51b.  ; Messrs.  Grant  and  Huram,  Lon- 
don, caught  twenty-two  brown  tront,  weighing  5Ub., 
and  half  a dozen  sea-trout,  IJlb.  ; and  Mr.  Robertson, 
Mr.  Simpson,  and  Mr.  Mclver,  jun.,  on  Saturday,  a ioint 
basket  of  over  201b.  of  sea-trout.  On  Loch  Baddinua- 
noult,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fuller-Maitland  and  Mrs.  Nichol- 
son, seven  sea-trout,  (ijlb.,  and  five,  31b.  (a  few  hours’ 
fishing).  (On  Gorm  Loch,  Messrs.  Grant  and  Humm 
caught  thirty-seven  brown  trout,  totalling  lOjlb,  (,)n 
Loob-na-Claishfearn,  Mrs.  Nicholson  and  Mr.  Fuller- 
Maitland  got  thirty-one  nice  tront.  Sea  fishing  has  boon 
very  productive.  On  AVednesday,  Messrs,  (drant  and 
Humra  made  a basket  of  lOOlb.  of  fish,  and  on  Friday, 
1701b.— .1.  Y. 

Shin.  Th  is  river  has  not  quite  settled  down  with 
the  successive  heavy  raiu  storms.  On  Saturday  Major 
Berkeley,  on  Lord  F'ltzhardinge’s  rod,  landed  one  salmon, 
weighing  161b  -,J.  Y . 

South  of  Scotland. — Rain  fell  heavily  last  Thurs- 
day night,  and  it  was  expected  that  the  Border  rivers 
would  be  in  heavy  Hood  on  Friday  morning.  In  antici- 
pation of  a flood,  a whole  army  of  anglers  had  their 
worm  tackle  looked  out,  and  were  out  early  next  morn- 
ing. There  was  nothing  but  disappointment  in  store,  as 
the  rivers  rose  only  eighteen  inches  above  their  ordinary 
level.  The  rivers  were  full  of  floating  weeds,  and 
neither  titfor  worm  nor  fly-fishing. — The  Annan.  - This 
river  has  been  doing  very  badly  again  this  week.  The 
repeated  potty  floods  and  the  unsettled  weather  has  put 
trout  quite  off  the  rise.  The  moat  successful  angler  on 
the  lower  waters  has  been  Mr.  Harry  Hudson,  of  Oldham. 
Alount  Annan  and  Hoddom  private  waters  have  been 
doing  very  little,  and  the  sport  all  over  the  river  has 
been  very  poor.  —The  Esk. — This  river  afforded  some 
good  bait  fishing  on  Friday  and  Saturday. — The  Nith. 
— A’ery  poor  sport  is  recorded  from  this  river  and  its 
tributaries.  In  the  Cairn  water  a few  fair  catches  of 
herling  and  an  odd  sea-trout  or  two  have  been  caught. 
— The  Galloway  Rivers.  — The  past  week  has 
been  very  much  of  a blank  on  the  Dee,  the  Fleet, 
the  Urr,  and  other  local  stream,  the  waters  have 
been  unsettled,  and  short  floods  have  caused  herling 
and  sea-trout  to  run  to  the  higher  waters,  and  any 
fi.sh  in  the  lower  reaches  would  not  look  at  the 
artificial  fly.  So  far  the  herling  season  has  been 
a very  poor  one  in  all  the  Galloway  rivers.-  The 
Ken. — In  this  river  a few  fair  trout  have  boon  landed  of 
late,  and  a number  of  coarse  fish  caught  in  the  loch. — 
Ayrshire  Lorns — Sport  has  not  been  good  on  Loch 
Doon  and  also  on  Loch  Fiula.s.  The  rivers  in  the  dis- 
trict have  been  mo.stly  in  flood  for  a week.  -Heather- 
bell. 

Spey  (MoraysKire). — As  a result  of  very  heavy  rain- 
falls, the  bed  of  tlie  river  got  a good  clearing  out.  The 
water  is  now  in  first-class  order.  Amongst  the  most  suc- 
cessful may  be  mentioned  Mr.  Stewart  Menzies,  Mr. 
Laing,  Capt.  Halland,  Miss  A’era  Burn,  Air.  Robert 
Menzies,  and  Alajor  Grant.  During  the  high  water 
good  trouting  was  enjoyed  with  the  bait  (worm).  Finnock 
have  now  pnt  in  an  appearance.— J.  M, 


Tay. — Although  the  Tay  is  running  rather  low  a few 
salmon  and  grilse  are  being  got  on  the  Stothall  water. 
Mr.  Alclnroy  one,  20'b.  ; Air.  John  Sherwood,  two  ; Air. 
Panton,  two  ; Air.  AVatson,  one  ; Mr.  Alclntosb,  one  ; 
the  Hon.  Lewis-Grevill,  two.  Sea-trout  are  fairly 
plentiful. — T’.  O.  AIalcolm. 

Tweed,  &c.-  Notwithstanding  that  the  weather  has 
been  pretty  much  broken  of  late,  angling  has  not  im- 
proved to  any  extent.  The  rains  have  raised  the  rivers 
about  one  foot,  but  did  not  improve  jirospects.  There 
is  a good  volume  of  water  in  the  streams,  however,  and 
the  colour  is  now  good,  but  takes  are  not  easily  got, 
and  no  very  big  baskets  are  reported  on  any  river.  Of 
those  who  have  been  most  successful  lately  on  the 
Teviot,  are  Alessrs.  AV.  Barff,  Kelso  ; Elliot,  Caverton  -, 
and  Air.  Jas.  Rutherford.  On  the  Tweed,  Air.  J.  O. 
AA'’ilson,  Kelso,  had  a nice  dish  of  yellow  trout,  includ- 
ing one  of  2.jlb.  ; while  on  the  same  river,  another 
angler  had  5Jlb.,  a mile  or  two  below  Kelso.  On  the 
Leader,  5|lb.  of  trout  were  got  with  the  wasp  grub,  by  a 
Galashiels  .angler,  and  in  the  St.  Boswells  district  of  the 
Tweed,  a 31h.  trout  was  caught  by  Air.  Robert  AVood, 
and  one  fish  of  over  lib.  was  killed  by  Alaster  Napier, 
son  of  the  Hon.  Alark  Napier,  M.P.  for  Roxburghshire. 
On  the  Tweed,  in  the  Galashiels  district,  some  excellent 
sport  has  been  obtained.  One  basket  weighed  111b.,  of 
which  eight  of  the  trout  weighed  71b.  ; this  basket  was 
killed  with  fly.  A few  common  trout  up  to  IJlh.  have 
also  been  got,  while  two  fishers  had  each  a whitling,  at 
the  junction  of  the  Tweed  and  Gala,  which  weighed 
lilh.  and  IJlb.  respectively.  On  the  Oxnam  and  Jed 
good  baskets  have  also  been  got.  Of  salmon  fishing 
there  is  none,  although  the  late  rise  happened  luckily  for 
fish  getting  up  to  the  angling  waters.  The  net  salmon 
fishing  on  the  river  and  sea  stations  have  been  very  dis- 
appointing, tront  showing  a decrease  of  several  thou- 
sands during  the  season,  as  compared  with  last  year  ; 
and  salmon  and  grilse  are  as  yet  very  scarce.  Prices 
are  not  high,  however,  this  fact  being  caused  by  abund- 
ance of  fish  being  caught  in  other  rivers.  — AIax- 
wheel. 

Ythan  (Aberdeenshire).  — Fish  were  never  seen 
more  plentiful  and  of  large  sizes  than  at  present,  and 
under  better  conditions  as  to  weather  sport  would  bo  at 
its  best.  Baskets  are  being  got  daily  from  71b.  to  181b. 
As  several  mistakes  have  been  made  lately  by  intending 
visitors,  all  letters  should  be  addressed  to  Udny  Arms, 
Newburgh,  Aberdeenshire,  so  as  not  to  be  confounded 
with  Newburgh  in  Pifeshire. — G.  N. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderi*y. — Torrents  of  rain  fell  on  Sunday, 
which  had  the  effect  of  sweeping  away  the  first  instal- 
ment of  flax  water.  Trout  are  not  rising  owing  to  the 
presence  of  the  plague,  the  slightest  quantity  of  which 
sickcus  the  fish.  Another  fortnight  will  elapse  before 
angling,  with  any  pi-ospect  of  success,  can  be  renewed. 
A good  many  pike  were  killed  last  week.  The  water  is 
pretty  high. 

Bann  (Toome). — Since  last  report  fishing  has  been 
fairly  good.  Perch  and  pike  are  still  keeping  good. 
Air.  Alartin  and  one  of  our  best  local  fishermen  killed  a 
fine  front  below  the  fall,  31b.  Owing  to  late  rain  salmon 
have  been  going  over  thefall  very  plentiful.  A few  have 
been  kilKd  by  the  spinners.  Pollan  are  plentiful,  but 
fishermen  complain  of  fishery  inspectors  and  police 
examining  boxes  so  often.  AVe  think  when  fishery  in- 
spectors pass  boxes  there  should  bo  no  more  interference 
with  fish,  as  pollan  are  a swift  fish,  and  cannot  stand 
much  abuse.  We  are  likely  to  have  an  agitation  with 
regard  to  the  matter  shortly. — F.  G. 

Blackwater,  Benburb  (co.  Tyrone). — The  river 
is  in  high  flood  since  Sunday,  and  will  not  bo  in  good 
order  till  the  close  of  the  week.  The  flix  water  is  dis- 
appearing in  the  flood,  which  will  bring  salmon  up.  This 
is  the  only  flood  of  consc(|nencc  since  Alarch.  Air.  John 
Alills,  through  the  week,  killed  a few  pike  and  trout. 

Crossgar  (co.  Down.). — A run  of  bad  luck— not 
fish — has  attended  this  stream  the  greater  part  of  this 
season,  but  the  j'ainy  weather  of  the  past  few  days  is 
putting  it  on  better  terms.  A correspondent  on  the 
Kilmore  reaches  writes  me  : The  rain  flood  came  in  nice 
time  to  dilute  the  flax  water.  AVhen  wo  get  rid  of 
this  nuisance,  wo  may  expect  the  long-delayed  sport. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).  — 
Sport  has  been  very  meagre  since  last  report.  Eight 
white  trout  has  been  the  best  basket  for  the  week,  the 
average  basket  being  about  a brace  of  white  trout  only 
to  each  rod.  The  brown  trout  angling  was  also  very 
backward.  On  Alonday  it  rained  heavily,  and  to-day 
(Tuesday)  the  prospects  of  better  sport  are  much  im- 
proved. Salmon,  peal,  and  sea-trout  are  coming  up 
fi  0 31  the  sea  in  very  good  numbers.  AVeather  overcast, 
with  a nice  breeze. — T.  J.  Dennehy. 

Lough  Neagh  (Tyrone  Shoi-es). — Within  the 
past  few  days,  the  pollan  fisbei'y  has  vastly  improved — 
])lcnt.y  of  fish  are  being  taken,  and  demand  from  London, 
Alanc'hestor,  Ijiverpool,  Glasgow,  &o.,  is  steady.  I note 
that,  in  the  House  on  Monday  night,  Air.  Morley  threw 
cold  water  on  the  memorial  of  the  fishers,  praying  that 
the  miniiiniiii  limit  of  the  pollan  be  reduced  to  seven 
inches — instead  of  eight  at  present.  Only  a few  salmon 
have  yet  lieen  taken,  and  no  trout  worth  mentioning 
have  been  netted  on  these  shores. — J.  A.  B. 

Maine  (co.  Antrim). — This  stream  is  rising  rapidly 
since  the  rain  of  Sunday,  and  lots  of  salmon  have  crossed 
the  weirs  between  Randalstown  and  Ballymena.  By  the 
end  of  the  week  the  river  will  be  in  good  trim.  Roels- 
water  is  a favourite  station,  as  some  of  the  best  casts  on 
the  river  are  there. 

Mourne  and  Strull  (Newtonstewart).— Sunday 
brought  the  rain,  and  a delightful  freshet  has  cleared 
away  the  flax  water.  The  nets  being  off  below  the  same 


day,  a lot  of  salmon  got  up.  Air.  Gibbons  last  week  killed 
one  salmon,  and  on  Thursday,  in  company  with  Mr. 
George  J.  H.  Fulton  (Abercorn  Arms),  killed  an  111b. 
bag  of  sea-trout,  heaviest  3|lb.  Air.  Crump,  on  Tuesday, 
killed  a nice  sea-trout.  Amongst  those  stopping  at  the 
Abercorn  Arras  are — Dr.  and  Airs.  Donaldson,  Captain 
Birch,  the  Alessrs.  AVinter,  Air.  Crump,  and  Captain 
J.  E.  Jackson. — J.  A.  B. 

Owena,  Ardara  (co.  Donegal).  — AVater  in  prime 
form,  and  sport  good.  Last  week  Colonel  Niggerson 
killed  seven  salmon.  In  the  early  part  of  this  week  the 
river  was  in  flood,  but  it  is  now  in  nice  fettle,  as  already 
said.  Air.  AIcNelis,  Nesbitt’s  Arms,  Ardara,  has  three 
rods  vacant  on  his  sections. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — The  water  has  been 
rising  during  the  week,  and  as  sport  is  usually  dull  in 
unsteady  water,  the  return  this  week  is  small.  On 
Doonass,  Air.  H.  Hodge’.s  men  got  one  peal,  61b.,  on  1st, 
and  one  peal,  .5lb.,  on  7ch  ; on  Newgardeu,  Air.  II.  S. 
AIcCorqnodale  got  one  peal,  3{lb  , on  7lh;  Capt.  Baylv 
killed  a salmon,  31Jlb.,  on  Hermitage,  on  2nd. — John 
Enright  and  Son. 


Fishery  Board  fob  Dee  and  Don.— ATeetlngs  of 
the  proprietors  of  the  Dee  and  Don  districts  was  held  in 
the  chambers  of  the  clerks,  Messrs.  Wilsone  and  Duffiis, 
for  the  purpose  of  electing  members  of  the  district 
hoard.  The  lower  heritors  of  the  Don  appointed 
Mr.  A.  P.  Hogarth  for  the  woods  and  forests;  Mr.  Geo. 
Davidson  and  Air.  A.  P.  AVilliamson  as  representing  the 
Misses  Leslie,  of  Powis.  The  proprietors  of  the  Lower 
Doe  elected  Mr.  Hogarth  for  woodsand  forests ; Treasurer 
Bisset  for  the  City,  and  Air.  Geo.  Davidson.  The  upper 
proprietors  of  the  Dee  elected  the  Marquis  of  Huntly, 
Mr.  A.  H.  Faripibarson,  of  Invercauld,  and  Col.  Thos. 
Burnett.  The  proprietors  of  the  Don  upper  district  did 
not  meet. 

The  Scotch  Fishery  Board’s  Report.  — The 
eleventh  annual  report  for  Scotland  has  just  been 
issued.  Reports  are  given  on  salmon  fishings,  showing 
the  state  of  that  industry  during  1892,  also  the  results 
of  various  experiments  made  by  the  officers  of  the 
board  during  the  past  year.  The  bulkiest  part  of  the 
report  deals  with  the  Scotch  fisheries.  There  are  now 
132  Scottish  trawlers,  besides  sixty  English  trawlers, 
fishing  in  Scottish  waters.  Dealing  with  the 
means  of  cajituring  fish,  the  report  says  that  of 
the  14,000  boats  which  landed  fi.sh  in  diff'erent 
districts  Shetland  contributed  the  largest  number, 
1200,  and  the  greatest  number  of  men  and  boys,  5144  ; 
Stornaway  second.  The  total  value  of  fish  landed,  ex- 
clusive of  shell-fish,  was  J) I, .596, 000,  being  a decrease 
on  the  two  former  years.  The  average  earnings  gained 
by  the  boats  in  the  net  and  line  fishings  was  nearly  J19  J 
jier  year,  while  that  of  the  trawlers  was  .£1370.  The 
usual  statistics,  reports,  appendices,  &c.,  are  attached, 
with  reference  to  the  products  of  the  Scottish  seas. 

How  Eels  are  Brought  to  London. — The 
quaintest  looking  craft  seen  in  an  English  port,  says  a 
writer  in  Cassell  s Saiunlay  Journal,  are  the  Dutch  eel- 
boats  that  come  up  the  Thames.  They  lie  just  off  the 
Custom  House,  a little  below  London  Bridge,  every 
Grosser  of  which  has  wondered  at  some  time  or  another 
what  they  were.  There  are  usually  three  of  them  lying 
alongside  of  one  another  ; and  when  the  wind  is  broad- 
side on  they  look  from  the  bridge  as  if  they  were  tied 
together  by  the  top  of  their  masts.  This  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  they  fly  pennons,  and  tho-e  pennons,  stretching 
from  one  mast  to  another,  resemble  a rope  or  a rigid  bar 
running  througb  the  masts.  “ There  goes  one  of  the 
Dutch  eel-boats,”  said  a mariner  to  the  writer,  on  a 
recent  occasion,  in  the  month  of  the  Thames.  “ If  you 
were  to  search  for  a week  you  would  not  find  a speck  of 
dirt  in  any  corner  of  that  boat.  You  soc,  it 
takes  them  weeks  and  weeks  to  come  over,  for 
they  have  to  come  down  the  canals  and  approach 
the  sea  at  the  rate  of  about  a mile  a day,  so  as  to 
accustom  the  eels  gradually  to  salt  water,  and  during 
that  long  time  the  crew — two  men  and  a boy — have 
nothing  to  do  but  clean  and  finnick  about.”  “ What  do 
you  mean  by  accustoming  the  eels  to  salt  tvati  r i” 

AVhy,  don’t  you  see,  the  eels  are  born  and  bred  in 
fresh  water.  When  caught  up  the  canals,  they  are 
thrown  alive  into  the  eel-boats.  The  bottoms  of  the.'-e 
boats  are  riddled  with  little  holes,  to  allow  the  water  to 
come  in  amongst  the  eels.  If  there  was  a sudden  change 
from  the  comparatively  fresh  water  of  the  canals  to  salt 
sea-water,  it  would  kill  the  eels  ; and  as  there  are  tons 
of  them  brought  over,  this  would  be  a heavy  loss.  I’ll 
tell  you  another  thing.  The  reason  they  lie  so  long  at  a 
stretch  at  Lend m Bridge  is  because  they  sell  the  eels 
day  by  day  alive,  direct  to  fish-shop  keepers.  They’ll 
weigh  you  out  a pound  if  you  like  to  go  for  them. 
They’re  the  only  people  coming  with  fish  to  London  that 
the  Billingsgate  salesmen  don’t  get  a chance  with.” 


Mr.  Alexander  Wright,  Accountant,  of  10,  Everelda-street, 
Baruelniry,  N.  (member  of  the  Gresham,  Junior  Fly-Fishers,  <tc.;, 
undertakes  the  auditing  and  balancing  of  every  descriiitiou  of 
accounts  at  moderate  rates.  Uents  and  debts  collected. 


Eeai'ixg  and  Sowing  arc  the  two  most  important  periods  in 
tlie -life  of  tile  farmer,  and,  granting  that  ail  circumstances  are 
favourable,  he  naturally,  duriug  the  latter  period,  hopes  to  get  an 
adeipiate  return  for  his  labour.  As  he  sows,  he  expects  to  reap, 
and,  unless  constant  industry  has  been  exercised,  the  harvest  is 
generally  a poor  one.  So  it  is  with  regard  to  health,  if  wo  are  not 
constantly  on  the  watcli  and  de.stroy  the  germs  of  disease  as  soon 
as  they  are  discerned,  the  body  becomes  weakened,  and  at  last  is 
unable  longer  to  resist  the  attacks  of  the  enemy.  Holloway's  I’ill.s 
destroy  oven  tlie  most  minute  traces  of  disease,  by  purifying  the 
Wood  and  strengthening  the  system. 
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IPvovincial  IRotes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  Thursday  eveninf?  last  the  committee  of  the  Bii- 
minsham  Association  met  at  the  head(juaiters.  Thochiet 
business  ti'tinsacted  wjis  to  appoint  a prize-purchasing 
committee  to  purchase  the  prizes  for  the  forthcoming 
great  Association  contest  at  Pershore  on  Sept,  tnext. 
The  election  resulted  in  the  five  following  gentlemen 
being  appointed  to  act,  namely,  Messrs.  Coles,  Hughes, 
Lee,  Jones,  and  Cottrell.  The  election  of  referees 
resulted  in  Messrs.  Coles  and  Hall  being  appointed. 
The  next  portion  of  the  business  was  of  a very  disagree- 
able nature,  inasmuch  as  the  character  of  one  of  the 
committee  was  involved,  and  his  conduct  respecting 
a society  to  which  he  acted  recently  as  secretary  was  to 
bo  taken  into  consideration,  the  chief  case  against  hiin 
being  that  of  stamping  a member’s  card  that  was  iiot 
actually  a member  of  the  society.  After  a very  lengthy 
hearing  it  was  decided  to  ask  the  member  to  resign 
from  the  committee,  and  also  to  return  to  the  club  all  pro- 
perties belonging  to  them.  After  hearing  the  decision 
Mr.  Bruton  tendered  his  resignation,  and  promised  to 
put  matters  right  with  the  Spring  Hill  Society,  both  to 
the  satisfaction  of  himself  and  the  Association.  Sketches 
of  the  Association  challenge  cup  were  submitted  to  the 
committee,  but,  owing  to  want  of  time,  the  committee 
adjourned  until  the  following  evening  to  make  a final 
selection.  . , i.  j 

The  cup  committee  met  on  Friday  evening  last  ana 
went  through  the  whole  of  the  sketches  sent  in  by  the 
Birmingham  manufacturers  who  were  desirous  of 
obtaining  the  order.  After  carefully  examining  the 
sketches  it  was  decided  to  give  the  order  to  Mr.  Harri- 
son, art  metal  worker,  of  Augusta-street,  Birmingham. 
The  cup  will  be  of  a novel  and  modern  design,  and  when 
completed  will  be  superior  to  anything  of  the  kind  in 
the  county. 

The  large  Small  Heath  Club  fished  their  annual  con- 
test at  Eckington,  on  Monday  last.  Ninety-eight 
members  competed  for  the  sixty-four  prizes,  which  are 
valued  at  over  <£30.  The  contest  was  ot  two  hours 
duration,  the  result  being  that  Mr.  H.  Horton  was  1st ; 
Mr.  T.  Turner,  2nd ; Mr.  VV.  Hollings,  3rd  ; the  weight 
of  the  winner’s  fish  was  21b.  4jOz.  The  prizes  will  be 
distributed  on  Monday  evening  next. 

The  Deritend  club  fished  their  annual  contest  in  the 
Avon  at  Wyre  Piddle  on  Monday  last  in  Mr.  Hodgett  s 
water.  The  contest  was  of  three  hours’  duration.  Forty- 
one  members  competed  for  thirty  very  nice  useful 
prizes,  the  result  being  G.  Yarrett,  1st ; Mr.  Imms, 
2nd  ; Mr.  Bishop,  3rd.  The  winner’s  weight  of  fish  was 
21b.  7Joz.  The  prizes  will  be  distributed  on  the  15th 
inst.  next. 

The  St.  Stephen’s  Club  fished  their  annual  contest 
in  the  Avon  at  Pershore  on  Monday  last.  ^ Twenty-eight 
members  competed  for  thirty-two  good  prizes.  The  con- 
test was  of  two  hours’  duration.  The  result  was  as 
follows:  Mr.  C.  Allender,  1st;  Mr.  G.  Sargent,  2nd  ; 
Mr.  Bussell,  3rd.  The  winner’s  weight  of  fish  was 
21b.  14|oz.  Prizes  will  be  distributed  on  Monday  week 
when  arrangements  will  be  made  for  another  contest. 

Owing  to  a few  promised  donations  to  the  Birmingham 
Challenge  Cup  Fund  not  being  to  hand,  the  subscribers 
names  will  be  held  over  until  next  week. 


FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

Weather  of  a very  variable  kind  has  prevailed  through 
out  Derbyshire  during  the  past  week.  The  trout  streams 
have  all  been  in  fairly  good  ply,  the  occasional  heavy 
showers  keeping  them  in  good  order.  Large  numbers  ot 
anglers  from  various  quarters  were  out  on  Bank  Holiday 
and  met  with  success. 

On  the  Wye  sport  with  the  fly  was  very  fair,  Ash 
Duns,  Grey  Quills,  small  Bed  Spinner,  and  the  never- 
failing  Black  Gnat  being  the  best  flies. 

In  the  Derwent  most  has  been  done  by  the  bottom- 
fishers  (especially  with  wasp  grub,  which  is  the  best  all- 
round bait  for  Derbyshire  trout),  and  some  good  mixed 
baskets  of  trout,  grayling,  and  coarse  fish  were  made. 
Grayling  prospects  are  better  than  they  have  been  lor 
some  seasons,  and,  given  suitable  weather,  there  should 
be  some  fine  autumn  and  winter  fishing  this  year.  I have 
not  heard  of  much  successful  brook  fishing  of  late, 
though  the  characteristic  reticence  of  Derbyshire  brook- 
fishers  may  account  for  this,  as  they  are  a very  close 
class,  and  keep  a good  thing  to  themselves. 

In  the  Trent,  despite  the  high  wind,  the  coarse-fisher 
still  continues  to  have  good  sport-,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
of  the  success  of  the  season,  which  is  all  the  more  grati- 
fying after  the  dismal  failure  which  marked  the  last 
season.  The  river  is  very  low,  but,  provided  you  fish 
fine  enough,  this  seems  to  be  its  best  condition  for  all 
kinds  of  fish  on  an  average.  The  Sawley  Beach  has  done 
fairly  well,  and  I hear  of  one  good  mixed  bag  of  401b. 
(barbel,  dace,  and  chub)  having  been  taken  from  the 
Long  Swim — a good  salmon  “ lie  ” — at  Shardlow. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE), 

All  the  Fen  waters  were  largely  patronised  on  Bank 
Holiday,  the  majority,  of  course,  coming  from  the 
North.  Sheffield  contributed  an  enormous  number  ot 
anglers,  most  of  whom  made  Boston  their  headquarter. 
Tho  weather  was  gloriously  fine,  and  experienced  hands 
enjoyed  some  fine  sport. 

As  was  anticipated,  the  Witham  attracted  a large 
proportion  of  the  visitors — all  the  riverside  stations  ^ 
between  Boston  and  Lincoln  were  full,  and  for  miles  i 
there  was  a continuous  string  of  fishermen.  One  of  the  I 


best  bags  recorded  on  the  Witham  on  Monday  was  that 
of  Jos.  Daughtry,  who  secured  about  32lb.  altogether, 
his  best  fish  being  a bream  of  41b.  7oz.  Another 
north-country  angler — T.  Wakoliii— landed  2!)lb.  ; and  a 
local  fisherman,  Mr.  Storr,  got  231b.  Numerous  otfie*' 
sportsmen  made  bags  of  from  Idlb.  to  20lb.  Of  all  Hie 
best  “ takes  ” from  the  Witham  bream  formed  a leading 
item.  ... 

The  Hobhole  drain  and  the  lower  roaches  ot  llio 
Forty-foot  were  also  resorted  to.  Here  roach  and  perch 
predominate.  Notwithstanding  the  extreme  trans- 
parency of  the  water,  some  very  fine  roach  have  been 
taken  during  the  present  week.  Those  who  have  used 
a fine  line  and  baited  with  wasp  grubs,  tipped  with 
gentles,  have  had  a busy  time  of  it  amongst  roach,  but 
perch  are  still  preferring  the  worm.  With  the  aid  ot 
the  latter,  Mr.  Green  landed  a perch  on  Tuesday, 
weighing  lib.  Ooz.  Of  local  siiortsinen,  Mr.  Dunn  has 
probably  been  most  successful  this  week,  having  taken 
three  days,  121b.,  ffib.,  and  131b.  respectively. 

On  Wednesday,  the  rivers  were  running  rather  low, 
and  the  weather  was  very  hot  and  bright,  but,  notwith- 
standing these  drawbacks,  fishermen  continue  to  report 
satisfactory  sport.  

from  LANCASHIRE. 

As  was  generally  expected,  the  turn-out  of  anglers  on 
the  7th  was  exceptionally  largo,  and  every  available 
place  received  a liberal  amount  of  patronage  Iho 
climatic  surroundings  were  of  a more  favourable  charac- 
fer  for  angling,  and,  consequently,  the  sport  resulting 
is  far  in  excess  of  that  reiiorted  for  the  pash  lew  weeks. 
To  draw  comparisons  between  one  water  and  another  la 
not  desirable  when  all  have  yielded  fair  returns  tor  the 
trouble  of  paying  a visit.  . . 

The  watchers’  reports  from  the  Worsley  Canal  hsheiy 
are  unanimous  in  describing  the  visitors  to  this  water  as 
far  in  excess  of  any  previous  Bank  Holiday,  pd  tho 
clubs  fishing  contests  on  this  day  succeeded  in  disposing 
of  all  their  oft'ered  prizes.  , . t • i.  * 

The  St.  Helens  anglers  visited  the  canal  at  Beigu  to 
the  number  of  forty,  and  obtained  sport  of  an  average 

character.  , < i i 

’The  Bobin  Hood  Angling  Society  fished  a match  at 
Boothstown,  and  the  following  is  the  list  of  winners  : 

1st  Tom  Kenyon ; 2nd,  Geo.  Haywood  ; 3rd,  Joe  Young  ; 
4th’,  Sim  Jackson.  All  had  average  catcheS;^ 

The  Beswick  Angling  Society  were  at  Worsley  in 
force  to  fish  a contest,  the  following  being  a list  ot 
winners  : -1st,  John  Hard  ; J.  Collins  and  B.  Dayen- 
port  tie  for  second,  and  W.  Bowker  takes  the  othei 

^^sTveral  members  of  the  Levenshulme  Anglhig  Society 
were  at  Boynton  Pool,  in  company  with  Mr.  Drummond 
and  others  from  Stockport.  All  had  fair  sport,  Mr.  Bell 
a^aiu  giving  strong  proof  of  his  masterly  style  ot  fishing 
this  water  with  a tine  basket  of  fish  weighing  upwards 

Lancashire  rods  down  in  Lincolnshire  report  H o 
various  resorts  there  as  worth  a visit  ; in  tact,  all 
visitors  to  this  locality  give  a good  account  ot  them- 
selves 

The  Mill  Lawyers  official  list  of  winners  is  as 
follows  1,  J.  T.  Leonard  ; 2,  J.  Craven  ; 3,  h.  laylor  ; 

4,  A.  Fleming.  , ^ , „ , • 

The  open  competition  on  the  Boynton  Canal  is 
m-omising  well  for  success,  whilst  the  entries  lor  that  on 
the  Worsley  Canal  already  make  this  venture  a success, 
and  entries  are  daily  arriving  in  great  quantities,  so 
that  a big  event  is  a certainty . 


from  NORFOLK. 

Never  were  anglers  more  favoured  with  lovely  weather 
at  a holiday  than  on  Monday  last.  A lot  of  fashermen 
were  out  at  the  dillerent  stations  on  the  Yare  and  Bure. 
On  the  Yare  good  sport  has  been  obtained  all  through 
the  week.  On  Thursday  one  rod  took  241b.  of  roach  and 
a bream  of  31b.  15oz.  in  the  train  reach  at  Branffirll ; 
two  rods  had  281b.  roach  at  Langley  ; one  rod  at  Has- 
sino-hani  had  301b.,  and  another  m the  same  reach  3..1b 
of  very  good  fish.  On  Friday  two  gentlemen  hshing  at 
the  Hubbs,  Buckenham,  took  3st.  of  roach  and  a bream 
scaling  41b.  15oz.  On  Saturday  and  Monday  some  very 
fair  hauls  were  obtained  at  Brundall  and  Cantley. 

On  the  Bure  not  very  much  was  done  except  on  VVrox- 
ham  Broad,  where  three  rods  on  Monday  took  the  grand 
catch  of  8st.  of  bream. 

Prospects  are  good,  especially  on  the  Yare,  where 
good  sport  with  splendid  roach  may  be  relied  on. 

from  NOTTINGHAM. 

Hundreds  of  anglers  were  out  on  Bank  Holiday,  and 
on  some  ot  the  reaches  fairly  good  sport  was  obtained. 
The  river  keeps  low  and  clear,  and  in  excellent  condition 
for  the  followers  of  barbelling.  , ,, 

In  the  Collingham  district  Mr.  Lawrence  and  Mi. 
Palfrey,  Nottingham,  have  caught  seventy-two  barbel  in 
two  days.  The  catch  is  the  largest  made  on  the  Trent 
this  summer  ; but  I hear  that  none  ot  the  fash  exceeded 
51b  In  the  words  of  Mr.  Paltrey,  They  bit  like 
minnows ; nearly  every  swim  we  had  told. 

Mr.  J.  Spray  and  Mr.  B.  Bogers  have  excelled  amongst 

barbel  in  the  Stoke  waters.  uilla 

Many  large  chub  have  come  from  the  Flintham  Hills 
district,  and  barbel  are  almost  daily  being  f t « ^lo 
Holme  Pierreiiont  length.  Mr.  W-  Parr  has  had  barbel 

and  chub  from  Oolwick.  i ht  /->  u ii  v,.,a 

In  the  free  waters  of  the  borough  Mr.  G.  Hall  b-J-s 
caught,  amongst  other  barbel,  a handsome  fish  of  b:)lb. 

Mr.  Hopewell  has  done  well  amongst  chub  and  bream 

**’^At^Slfardlow  Mr.  H.  B.  Wilkins  and  Mr.  G.  Bate 


have  each  taken  barbel,  the  former  bagging,  in  addition, 
a large  quantity  of  chub  and  dace. 

Mr.  T.  Woo'd  and  Mr.  G.  Wood  have  done  well 
amongst  barbel  at  King’s  Mills. 

Creed  wheat  is  being  used  with  success  amongst  roach, 
and  dace  arc  biting  freely  at  tho  worm. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Of  all  the  Bank  Holiday  attractions,  none  possessed 
greater  interest  to  local  anglers  than  tho  All-England 
match  at  Brigg,  promoted  by  Mr.  T.  Bobinson,  landlord 
of  tho  Crown  Inn,  Scotland-street.  It  is  the  second 
open  competition  held  this  year,  and,  like  the  other,  was 
almost  exclusively  a Sheffield  match.  Fifteen  hundred 
anglers  loft  Sheffield  for  Brigg  on  Monday,  of  that 
number  320  entering  the  match  at  an  entrance  tee  ot  os. 
Fishing  commenced  at  1.30,  and  was  ^ continued  until 
four  o’clock.  The  water  was  in  splendid  condition,  and 
fair  catches  were  recorded,  principally  among  tiiebi'eara, 
some  very  large  ones  being  landed.  The  prize  list  was 
a rather  peculiar  one,  and  illustrated  the  glorious 
uncertainty”  of  angling.  The  first  prize  of  .£10  went 
to  W.  Hall  for  Olb.  Ooz.  Tho  winner  ot  the  last 
All-England  match,  W.  Darwin,  who  took  the  gold  cham- 
pionship medal,  was  on  this  occasion  twenty-third  down 
the  list,  only  securing  21b.  12oz.  The  other  winners 
were  men  well  known  in  local  angling  circles,  although 
tho  real  “ cracks  ” did  by  no  means  well.  Of  the  twenty- 
four  prize-winners  twenty-two  were  Sheffielders,  the 
other  two  being  a Lincoln  and  Hull  man  resiiectivel.y. 

The  week’s  angling  generally  has  been  good.  Alto- 
gether nearly  ten  thousand  fishermen  left  the  town  by 
rail  during  tho  week,  and  there  has  been  an  immense 
(luantity  of  fish  caught  from  tho  Lincolnshire  waters. 
During  tho  match  just  mentioned  a specimen  bream 
weighing  3.j-lb.  was  caught  by  J . Heath,  of  Sheffield. 

from  SHROPSHIRE. 

Since  the  rainfalls  have  freshened  the  river,  jack  fish- 
in"-  has  been  the  sport  principally  indulged  in,  and 
numbers  of  good  fish  have  been  captured.  Beports  to 
hand  tend  to  prove  that  the  pike  are  rapidly  increasing 
ill  numbers,  and  this  is  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  the 
majority  taken  have  averaged  only  two  or  three  pounds 
About  a score  were  taken  in  the  neighbourhood  ot 
Shrewsbury  last  week,  the  heaviest  weighing  51b.  those 
sio-nificant  facts  point  to  the  necessity  for  trout  fashers 
to"take  all  steps  in  their  power  to  reduce  the  numbers 
of  tho  pike,  and  the  question  should  receive  serious 
consideration  at  the  hands  ot  local  angling  societies. 
The  difficulty  under  which  they  labour,  however,  is  the 
fact  that  no  netting,  except  for  salmon,  is  permitted 
within  the  limits  of  the  borough  of  Shrewsbury,  and 
therefore  what  is  done  must  be  accomplished  by  fair 
angling.  Although  perhaps  it  would  savour  ot  pot  - 
huntieg  it  might  be  deemed  advisable  to  oiler  puzes  tor 

the  best  takes  of  pike  month  by  mouth. 

The  question  as  to  deciding  upon  somo  practical  and 
effectual  scheme  for  preventing  the  constant  and  .sys  .e- 
inatic  poaching  which  is  known  to  be  carried  on  in  the 
Severn,  in  the  county  of  Shrewsbury,  is  one  which  the 
Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling  Society  has  now  under  dis- 
cussion, and  certain  it  is  that,  when  that  happy  consum- 
mation has  been  arrived  at,  there  will  be  a considerable 
improvement  in  the  trout  fishing,  which,  to  say  the 
least,  has  been  by  no  means  satisfactory  this  year,  the 
poaching  fraternity  have,  undoubtedly,  year  by  year 
done  an  immense  amount  of  injury  to  the  fasheries,  and 
their  depredations  have  not  been  coiifaued  to  the  river, 
but  they  are  also  known  to  pay  considerable  attention  to 
the  game  on  the  laud  of  the  riparian  owners.  The 
method  of  procedure  with  the  old  hands  is  generally  to 
sally  forth  in  the  evening,  with  coracle  on  back  and  an 
innocent  rod  and  line  over  the  shoulder,  and,  alter  fashing 
innocently  till  dusk,  to  ply  the  net  when  all  is  quiet  at 
ni°-ht  or  early  morning,  bringing  m tho  spoils  m various 
ways  or  concealing  it,  to  be  brought  away  at  the  earliest 
moment.  It  is  in  the  early  spring,  however,  that  tb.> 
o-reatest  harm  is  done,  when  the  trout  are  all  on  the 
heads  of  the  fords,  and  lying  in  water  where  a skilled 
netter  may  easily  make  them  his  prey.  Littleor  nothing 
has  been  done  to  put  a stop  to  these  malpractices  by  the 
one  or  two  bailiffs  employed,  and,  in  fact,  they  are  con- 
stantly outwitted.  The  Board  ot  Conservators  will, 
however,  shortly  still  further  add  to  its  staft  of  bailitls, 
and,  acting  under  the  directions  of  the  bhropshire  sub- 
committee, it  is  hoped  that  one  or  two  of  the  oftenders 
will  be  captured  and  made  an  example  ot  Local  anglers 
have  recently  discussed  the  practicability  ot  placing 
sla"-  from  the  ironworks  in  the  river  at  the  heads  aiM 
taifs  of  the  shallows  in  places  where  it  is  likely  the  nep 
of  the  poachers  will  be  cast,  but  permission  will  have  to 
be  obtained  to  do  this,  and  secondly  the  obstructions 
must  not  be  of  such  a character  a.s  to  impede  tho 
navigation  of  the  river. 


FROM  WORCESTciR  AND  DISTRICT. 

Glorious  weather  during  the  past  week,  great  number 
of  anglers  out,  and  on  Bank  Holiday  hundreds  ot  rode 
were  out.  Sport  very  variable,  trout  and  pay  ling 
have  bit  very  shyly  during  the  daytime,  but  in  the 
evenings  have  taken  the  fly  fairly  weU  Yel  ow  and 
August  Dun,  Hare’s  Ear,  Sky  and  Whirling  Blue,  Bed 
TaS  Green  Insect,  Black  and  Brovvn  Hnats  have  been 
chietlv  used.  The  best  fish  have  been  taken  -with  the 
ma"-got.  On  Thursday  last  the  Izaak  Walton  Club  had 
their  second  outing,  Stanford  Bridge,  on  the  leme,  being 
tho  place  chosen.  Owing  to  the  stormy  morning  there 
was  but  a small  muster,  and  the  sport  during  the  day  was 
very  indill'ereiit,  the  first  prize  going  to  E.  Millington, 
JS.  Webb  second,  Allen  third,  0.  )Vali  louith. 

All  outiii  of  some  members  ot  the  Worcester  Work- 
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aig  Men  8 Angling  Society  took  place  same  day,  and 
among  the  coarse  fish  sport  was  brisk,  the  maggot  being 
used,  and  a very  pleasant  day  spent  in  spite  of  the  wet. 
Mr.  S.  Eobin.son  was  first  with  131b.  2oz.,  Allies  second, 
71b.  61oz.,  W.  Herring  third  31b.  (loz..  Baby  fourth' 
21b.  Coz.,  nearly  all  roach.  Mr.  Warner  had  a nice  lot 
of  trout,  grayling,  and  roach  with  the  maggot,  and  Geo. 
Mapp  a fine  brace  of  trout,  the  heaviest  about  21b.  witli 
the  same  bait. 

Ten  members  of  the  Working  Men's  Club  spent  their 
Bank  Holiday  on  the  Avon,  near  Eckington,  and  between 
them  caught  nearly  1001b.  of  roach,  many  of  them 
weighed  11b.  each.  Large  baskets  of  chub,  bream,  and 
eels  were  also  taken  in  this  river,  stewed  wheat,  wasp 
grub,  and  red  worm  being  the  baits  used. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

All  the  Yorkshire  streams  are  in  better  condition  at 
the  time  of  writing  than  has  been  the  case  for  some 
weeks  past.  A heavy  downpour  of  rain  descended  on 
Saturday  afternoon  which  has  proved  extremely  bene- 
ficial.  At  the  beginning  of  the  week  the  Swale  was 
luller  than  it  has  been  for  the  last  six  months.  Local 
anglers  have  not  been  slow  to  take  advantage  of  the 
ptuation,  and  some  nice  baskets  have  been  secured.  I 
hear  that  the  Harrogate  Angling  Association  is  reaping 
much  benefit  as  a result  of  the  trouble  in  stocking  and 
preserving  waters  in  that  district.  Some  really  good 
baskets  are  recorded. 

Little  is  being  done  in  the  Ouse  in  the  vicinity  of 
York,  but  higher  up  some  good  takes  of  coarse  fish  are 
reported.  Roach  and  pike  are  taking  fairly  well  in  the 
Derwent,  while  in  the  Yore  and  Nidd  angling  has  been 
earned  on  most  favourably. 


FROM  IRELAND. 

KERRY.  Sport  has  been  poor,  the  rivers  running 
low,  and  the  lakes  also  at  an  abnormally  low  level. 

On  Waterville  Lake  the  sea-trout  angling  has  been  the 
worst  tor  several  years  at  this  season.  The  best  baskets 
^r  the  week  were  a peal  and  three  white  trout  taken  on 
F.  Rogers,  and  eight  white  trout 
on  Wednesday  by  Mr.  Tomes.  Some  heavy  sea-trout 
were  had,  however.  On  one  day  Mr.  J.  R.  Brunet 
caught  two,  which  weighed  4lb.  each.  It  is  expected 
tiiat  September  will  prove  to  be  the  best  month  of  the 
year  for  the  trout  angling,  though  heretofore  August 
has  been  always  looked  upon  as  the  best  month. 

Sport  has  fallen  off  at  Killarney,  and  little  was  done, 
as  most  of  the  local  anglers  were  attending  the  fishery 
meetings  held  at  Killorglin  and  Killarney. 

sport  has  improved  somewhat.  Rain 
tell  heavily  in  this  district  on  Sunday  and  Monday,  but 
the  waters  have  not  been  materially  affected  thereby,  as 
they  all  fall  rapidly. 

In  South  Kerry  anglers  have  again  resumed  opera- 
tions, but  they  have  met  with  only  indifferent  sport  up 
??  writing.  Salmon  are  very  numerous  along 

the  South  Kerry  sliores,  but,  the  rivers  being  too  low, 
their  ascent  to  the  fresh  waters  is  delayed  for  the 
present. 

Lake,  sport  has  been  pretty  good  on  favour- 
able days,  but  the  fish  taken  were  smaller  than  usual— 
the  white  trout  seldom  weighing  more  than  lib.,  and 
the  brown  trout  but  rarely  reaching  that  weight. 

The  mountain  lakes  of  Cummeravanig  and  Drenane 
continue  to  yield  average  baskets  of  small  brown  trout, 
i.uit  only  an  occasional  heavy  fish  has  been  landed  on 
either  of  those  waters. 

At  Rossbeigh,  sport  has  declined,  and  angling  is  prac- 
tically suspended  here  until  some  rain  falls. 

Anglers  have  had  but  poor  sport  at  Glencar. 

Ihe  Inny  has  yielded  a few  good  baskets  of  white  and 
brown  trout,  and  also  a couple  of  salmon. 

fflie  Cummeragh  has  been  tried  on  a few  days,  but 
anglers  have  been  greatly  disappointed. 

Salmon  and  sea-trout  are  plentiful  in  the  deep  pools, 
but  nothing  in  the  shape  of  a fiy  will  tempt  them  to 
rise. 

The  sea  angling  continues  good  along  the  Kerry  coast. 

weather  has  been  very  suitable  for 
pollack  fishing,  and  large  hampers  have  been  had  at 
several  stations.  The  artificial  rubber-eel  appears  to  be 
the  best  killer  on  this  coast  at  present. 

Bottom  fishers  have  done  well  among  bream  and 
gurnet  at  Ballinskelligs,  Valentia,  Kells,  and  Darry- 
nane. 

Seine  boats  out  at  night  have  been  very  successful  at 
Kellemly,  Coonunna,  and  Rinneen  at  the  mackerel 
fishing. 

DUBLIN.  The  weather  has  been  unsettled  and  un- 
layourable.  d rout-fishing  in  co.  Wicklow  continues 
fair.  The  season  for  salmon-angling  on  the  Slaney  is 
rapidly  drawing  to  a close.  Sea-fishing  at  Greystones 
is  now  in  grand  form.  Boats  are  easily  obtained,  the 
terms  being  very  moderate.  Capital  fishing  is  to  be  ob- 
tained from  the  canal,  which  runs  past  Mullingar.  A 
heavy  fall  of  rain  on;Sunday  last  in  the  Dublin  district 
did  our  rivers  here  much  service,  and  club  fishers  reaped 
the  benefit  on  Bank  Holiday. 


Whilst  Mr.  danner,  of  the  White  Bear  Inn,  was 
walking  along  the  River  Roding  recently,  he  took  from 
the  river  a dead  chub  U)in.  in  length,  and  5in.  in  dei)th 
with  a full-grown  rat  in  its  mouth,  d'he  rat  was  also 
1 Mr.  Tanner  will  keep  his  eye  upon  the  river 
which  runs  at  the  back  of  his  house,'’  and  will  inform 
us  whether  there  are  any  more  of  these  19in.  chub  in 
search  ol  food,  methinks  the  cheese  paste  or  a nice  tasty 
shrimp  would  be  far  preferable  to  the  rats,  and  no  doubt 
one  or  two  kind-hearted  anglers  could  bo  induced  to 
offer  them  a change  of  diet. 


Cormyotilrnug 

[Be  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

One  of  the  charms  of  angliny  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi- 
ment.’’—T.  B.  Pritt. 

THE  BAD  BOLL  CLUB. 

Absence  at  Bad  Boll  has  prevented  my  replyiner 
earlier  to  ‘ E.’s  ” letter  in  your  issue  of  the  22nd  If 
he  has  carefully  read  my  letter  he  will  see  that  he  can 
obtain  any  further  information  from  Mr.  Douglas 
Norman,  of  4,  New  Court,  Lincoln’s  Inn,  W.C.  who 
will  be  glad  either  to  see  or  hear  from  him  ’ 

Answering  however,  the  points  in  his  letter,  the 
organisers  of  the  scheme  are  by  no  means  wedded  to 
any  particular  plan  for  running  the  hotel,  but  only 
experience  can  tell  the  best  lines  njion  which  this  can  be 
done.  The  season  hitherto  has  been  under  two  months 
whereas  under  the  scheme  there  will  be  a six  months’ 
season,  and  with  careful  management  the  resources  of 
the  iiroperty  can  be  extended  most  advantageously  in 
many  ways. 

As  to  the  purchase  price,  I am  informed  that  the  late 
proprietor  .spent  over  .£10,000  on  the  property,  exclusive 
ot  the  fashing  rights,  which  is  at  the  least  10  per  cent, 
niore  than  the  price  proposed  to  be  paid  for  the  whole 
ot  the  property  and  the  fishing  rights.  Further  than 
this  the  late  proprietor’s  sons  desire  to  take  shares  in 
the  scheme,  and  part  of  the  purchase  money  will  be  so 
paid. 

As  to  the  statement  that  the  lessee  of  the  fishing 
rights  is  under  an  engagement  to  the  Government 
to  supply  fry,  I shall  be  glad  if  “ E.”  will  give  me  his 
authority  tor  this  statement,  as  I am  informed  by  the 
vendors  that  there  are  no  rights  on  the  river  whatso- 
ever and  the  arrangement  is  being  made  on  this  under- 
standing, which  will  of  course  be  legally  verified.  The 
late  proprietor  owns  other  fisheries  in  quite  a different 
ciistrict,  frorn  whicb  be  suppled  the  Govemment. 

There  is  no  fear  of  the  water  becoming  depleted  as 
the  natural  resources  of  the  river  are  so  inexhaustible 
that  very  little  if  any  stocking  is  nece.ssary 
As  to  poaching,  ‘'E.”  states  that  “both  trout  and 
grayling  are  plentiful  and  of  considerable  size.’’  Surely 
this  IS  sufficient  evidence  that  poaching  is  not  carried 
on  to  any  extent.  This  risk  will,  however,  be  provided 
against  by  careful  watching.  J’urther,  a licence  is 
necessary  to  sell  fish,  and  most  strict  regulations  are 
made  by  the  Government  to  prevent  sales  of  fish 
illegally  obtained. 

As  to  pollution,  most  stringent  means  are  taken  to 
prevent  this,  and  in  the  case  of  the  overflow  at 
Neiistadt,  referred  to  by  “E.,’’  which,  however 
happened  some  years  ago,  the  Government  determined’ 
should  there  be  any  repetition  of  the  nuisance,  to  peremp- 
torily close  the  nulls.  The  Government  itself  takes  the 
peatest  care  to  keep  the  waters  of  the  Black  Forest 
tree  trom  pollution  and  poaching. 

The  point  raised  as  to  the  daily  fee  is  one  well  worthy 
ot  consideration,  but  it  is  not  now  proposed  by  tbose 
managing  the  formation  of  the  club.  A.s  to  the  municipal 
charge,  this  is  a comparative  trifle,  and  the  .same  has 
to  be  paid  on  waters  in  England.  This  is  only  .50  pf 

frontage  ("for  instanced 
Boll,  in  which  the  hotel  is  situate,  extends  for  some 
lour  miles  along  the  river),  and,  therefore,  I do  not  see 
that  there  would  be  any  hardship  here.  The  5 mark 
licence  mentioned  covers  all  Germany  for  one  year 
The  restriction  on  the  transfer  of  membership  is  not 
through  a,ny  fear  of  the  river  being  over  fished,  but 
that  existing  members  may  have  congenial  companions. 

In  conclusion,  I may  say  that  the  heads  of  the 
Government  of  Baden  are  showing  interest  in  the 
scheme,  and  that  every  desire  is  being  manifested 
locally  to  help  it  on.  That  there  is  further  a keen 
desire  in  the  district  to  have  the  English  club  formed 
G^enerally,  the  scheme  is  being  well  received,  and  I hope 
that  before  the  month  is  out  the  “ Bad  Boll  Fishing  Club 
liimited"  will  be  an  accomplished  fact. — I am,  &c. 
Travellers’  Club,  London,  “W.  W.  v’ebn'on. 


EXPEEIMENTS  IN  SALMON  BEEEDING. 

Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Oazeite  (No.  848),  of  July  22, 
p.  G9,  I read  an  interesting  article  on  experiments  in  the’ 
artificial  breeding  of  salmon  by  Mr.  Wheldon.  It  is 
undoubtedly  of  importance  to  know  that  milt  can  be 
kept  serviceable  for  such  a long  time  as  96  hours,  but  I 
very  much  question  if  it  could  be  relied  on  after  ’under- 
going the  agitation  consequent  on  a ten  or  twelve  hours’ 
journey  by  rail.  The  point  I wish  more  particularly  to 
refer  to  in  Mr.  ’Wheldon’s  letter  is  when  he  says,  “ The 
result  will  be  gained  just  five  years  sooner  by  in’ilt  in  a 
bottle  than  by  the  old  way  of  fetching  ova.  ” Taking 
that  view  of  it,  Mr.  W-  is  entirely  wrong,  as  anyone 
can  see  from  the  following  synopsis  ; 

Ova  impregnated  by  milt  fetched  in  a bottle,  sav 
November,  1893. 

Hatch  out,  say  January,  1894;  a cross-bred  fish. 

Migrate,  say  March,  189.5 ; about  two-thirds. 

18^®^R™  grilse  in  May,  and  spawn  in,  say  November, 

Eetnrn  as  salmon  in,  say  February,  1896;  two  years 
and  three  months. 

Eyed  ova  forwarded  and  hatched  out,  say  Januarv 
1891 ; a pure  bred  fish. 

Migrate,  say  March,  1895  ; about  two-thirds. 

spawn  in,  say  November, 

1895,  mating  with  the  natives. 


Hatch  out,  say  January,  1896 ; a cross  bred  fish. 

Migrate,  say  March,  1897  ; about  two-thirds. 

Sfi’il®®  ill  May,  and  spawn  in,  say  November, 

1897.  i j . 

Eeturn  as  salmon,  say  February,  1898;  just  two 
years  of  a difference. 

•.  ^ would  much  prefer  the  latter  method  even  if  there 
is  two  years  of  a difference.  If  one  has  a hatchery  of 
their  own  there  is  no  better  way,  or  more  certain,  of 
introducing  fresh  blood  to  any  river  than  by  a supply 
of  eyed  ova ; and  that  can  be  had  every  season,  by 
giving  timely^  notice,  from  either  Mr.  Armistead, 
oolway  Fisheries,  Dumfries,  or  Howietoun  Fisheries  ; 
Mere  would  then  be  no  risk  of  failure  or  disappointment. 
The  principal  advantage  to  be  gained  by  knowing  that 
milt  will  keep  good  for  such  a long  time  as  Mr.  W.  has 
proved  it  will,  is,  in  my  opinion,  when  netting  a river 
for  spawning  fish  ; ripe  cock  and  hen  fish  are  not  to  be 
had  every  day  in  proportion.  I have  frequently,  in  the 
beginning  ot  the  season,  got  several  ripe  cocks  in  one 
day  and  no  hens  ready  for  spawning ; the  milt  is  then  at 
its  best,  and  I have  kept  it  from  day  to  day  in  a vial, 
well  corked,  and  placed  under  water,  except  when 
carrying  from  one  reach  to  another.  In  this  way  I 
have  often  found  it  come  in  very  handy,  but  I did  not 
always  find  the  result  quite  satisfactory,  especially  with 
frosty  weather,  so  I took  to  tethering  the  ripe  cocks 
where  that  could  be  done  with  safety,  and  from  which  I 
always  had  the  best  results,  as  I then  found  a sufficient 
supply  of  good  milt,  from  its  proper  place,  when 
wanted.  ’ 

It  is  not  at  all  requisite  to  introduce  fresh  blood 
from  an  early  river  to  make  a late  river  early,  and  even 
should  fresh  blood  be  introduced,  that,  of  itself,  will 
not  make  a late  river  early  unless  artificial  breed- 
ing IS  kept  up ; directly  artificial  breeding  is  given 
over  on  any  late  river,  it  will  gradually  fall  back 
to  its  former  condition.  I quite  approve  of  the 
introduction  of  fresh  blood,  and  also  to  make  all 
rivers  as  early  as  possible;  by  doing  so  the 
number  of  fish  and  average  weight  will,  in  any  river, 
materially  increase.  I often  wonder  how  long  the 
majority  of  proprietors  and  fishery  boards  will  remain 
dead  to  their  own  interests. — I am,  &c., 

James  Macnicol. 


LAKE  VYENWY  AND  AASEEAL. 

Sir,— I shall  be  glad  if  you  will  allow  me  a few 
lines  in  reply  to  your  correspondents  in  reference  to  the 
above  fishing  stations.— Vyrnwy  : We  have  this  year  a 
most  unusual  season.  It  is  many  years  since  Wales 
^ drought  a.s  has  been  the  case  during 
18J3.  I have  been  at  ’Yyrnwy  many  times,  and  have 
always  bad  good  fishing  there,  except  during  my  last 
visit  a month  ago.  I admit  that  then  the  fish  would  not 
rise,  however  skilful  or  persevering  the  angler.  I 
ascribe  it  to  the  reason  that  the  intensely  hot  and  dry 
weather  brought  on  a 'premature  and  indeed  phenomenal 
rise  ot  fly  early  in  the  season,  and  that  the  fishing  is 
consequently  suffering  for  it  now.  I am  of  opinion  that 

tfae  Vyrnwy  fishing  will  not  be  good  again  until  there  has 

been  a,  very  heavy  rainfall  to  cause  the  lake  to  resume 
something  near  its  normal  level.  Probably  many  of  your 
readers  are  aware  that  there  is  a limit  of  twenty  fish  a 
rod  per  day,  a,nd  when  I say  that,  though  I have  no 
pretence  of  being  called  a first-class  angler,  yet  in  five 
consecutive  days,  and  not  commencing  to  fish  till  after 
lunch,  I took  a total  of  ninety-seven  trout  (four  limits  and 
a seventeen),  and  all,  after  the  first  day,  with  the  fly  • I 
think  the  majority  of  anglers  will  agree  that  such  sport 
IS  worth  paying  well  for.  A word  as  to  what  your  last 
week  s correspondent  says  as  to  the  dearness  of 
Vyrnwy.  The  inclusive  cost  of  living  at  the  hotel  is  for 
visitors  staying  a week  or  more,  10s.  fid.  per  day;  the 
nsbing*  tickets  are  4s.  a day,  or  20s.  a week;  boat  and 
°“®  two  anglers,  .5s.  a day,  with  the 
addition  of  a small  charge  for  the  man’s  lunch.  Ido 
not  think  these  charges  dear  for  a hotel  as  good  as  Lake 
Vyrniy,  especially  when  we  take  into  consideration 
that  all  provisions,  Ac.,  have  to  be  carted  twelve  miles 
1 watch  the  Fishing  Gazette  weekly  for  the  ’Yyrnwv 
reports,  and  as  soon  as  I see  there  that  there  have 
been  some  respectable  takes,  I am  off  again  to  try  my 
luck.  I may  say  that  your  readers  may  rely  upon  the 
w report  as  being  always  absolutely  correct. 

VVould  that  we  could  say  the  same  in  connection  with 
all  the  reports  sent  from  fishing  hotels. 

Another  correspendent  asks  for  information  about 
Aaseral  in  Norn-ay.  If  the  fishing  there  is  as  good  and 
cheap  as  It  was  in  August,  1891,  when  I paid  it  a visit  it 
IS  almost  an  angler’s  paradise.  A decent  angler’ is 
absolutely  certain  of  first-class  sport.  In  some  of  the 
lakes  he  will  probably  get  thirty  or  forty  trout  a dav 
averaging  oyer  a pound  weight.  The  best  way  to  get 
to  It  IS  to  take  the  Wilson  boat  from  Hull  to  Christian- 
sand,^then  a local  steamboat  (which  awaits  the  arrival  of 
the  English  boat)  to  Mandal,  and  thence  to  Aaseral  bv 
carriole  Few  people  have  any  idea  of  the  cheapness  of 
such  a trip  as  this,  the  Norwegians  in  that  part  of  the 
country  not  having  been  spoiled  by  the  stupid  and  un- 
necessary lavishness  of  visitois  as  in  the  Bergen  dis- 
trict.  I should  be  glad  to  give  more  particulars,  but  I 
am  alraid  I may  be  too  long  for  your  space.  I should 
however,  have  no  objection  in  giving  any  information  I can 
to  any  one  of  your  readers  if  he  likes  to  write  to  me 
personally.  I enclose  full  address. — I am,  &c.,  A.B. 


FISHING  AT  WAINFLEET. 
correspondent  in  your  last  issue  recommends 
Wainfleet  as  a resort  for  anglers.  AVould  he  kindly 
giye  more  details  as  to  the  weights  of  catches,  largest 
fish  caught,  Ac.,  for  I must  confess  that  although  Wain- 


Augus'I’  12,  1893] 
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Suffolk  and  Berkshire,  W.  G.  Craven,  &c.  With  5G  Illustrations. 
Crown  Svo,  10s.  Gd. 

RIDING  and  POLO.  By  Captain  Robert  Weir,  Riding- 

Master,  E.H.G.,  and  J.  BIobay  Brown.  With  59  Illustrations.  Crown  Svo, 
10s.  Gd. 

SHOOTING.  By  Lord  Walsingham,  Sir  Ralph  Payne- 
Gallwey,  Bart.  Vol.  I.,  FIELD  and  COVERT.  With  Kf5  Illustrations. 
Crown  Svo,  10s.  Gd.  Vol.  II.,  MOOR  and  MARSH.  With  05  Illustration.s. 
Crown  Svo,  10s.  Gd. 

SKATING,  CURLING,  TOBOGGANING,  and 

OTHER  ICE  SPORTS.  By  J.  hi.  Heatiicote,  C.  G.  Tebbutt,  T.  Maxwell 
WiTHAM,  the  Rev.  John  Kerr,  Ormond  Hake,  and  Henry  A.  Buck, 
With  284  Illustrations.  Crown  Svo,  10s.  Gd. 

SWIMMING.  By  Archibald  Sinclair  and  W illiam  Henry, 

Hon.  Secs,  of  the  Life  Saving  Society.  With  119  Illustrations.  Crown  Svo, 
10s.  Gd. 

TENNIS,  LAWN  TENNIS,"  RACKETS,  and  FIVES. 

By  J.  M.  and  C.  G.  Heathcote,  E.  O.  Pleydell-Bouverie,  and  A.  C. 
Aingee.  With  79  Illustrations.  Crown  Svo,  10s.  Cd. 


FISHING  EXPERIENCES  of  HALF-A-CENTURY, 

with  Instructions  in  the  Use  of  the  Fast  Reel.  By  Major  F.  Powell 
Hopkins.  Illustrated  by  the  Author.  Crown  Svo,  6s.  6d. 

“ There  ought  to  be  a hearty  laugh  for  all  readers  upon  nearly  every  page  of  this  book,  and 
there  is  not  a paragraph  which  can  honestly  be  described  as  dull.  When  a man  has  been  wielding 
the  Ashing  rod  for  lifty  years  ....  yet  puts  his  experiences  into  22o  pages,  the  reader  may  be 
pretty  sure  that  the  interest  will  be  sustained.’* — Field. 

ANGLING  SKETCHES.  By  Andrew  Lang.  With  2U  j 

Illustrations  (3  Etchings)  by  W.  G.  Burn-Murdoch.  Second  Edition. 
Crown  Svo,  7s.  Gd.  i 

“No  one  With  a taste  for  pure  literature  can  fail  to  And  these  essays  charming Every  ' 

lover  of  free  and  wild  nature  wi'l  love  them — everyone  who  delights  to  ramble  hy  burn  and  bank,  to  I 
escape  from  tho  thoroughfares  of  life  and  run  loose  in  lonely  glens,  and  become  a boy  again  in  tlie  | 

hill-sides All  are  excellent,  and  Mr.  Biirn-Murdodi's  etchings  and  illustratioos  are  quite 

worthy  of  them.*’ — Scotsrna/i.  ' 

A BOOK  on  ANGLING;  or  Treatise  on  the  Art  of 

Fishing  in  Every  Branch,  including  fully  Illustrated  Lists  of  Salmon  Plies. 
By  Francis  Fhancis.  With  Portraits  and  Plates.  Post  Svo,  15s. 

THE  FLYFISHER’S  ENTOMOLOGY.  By  Alfred [ 

Ronalds.  With  20  Coloured  Plates.  Svo,  14s. 

THE  SEA-FISHERMAN  ; comprising  the  Chief 

Methods  of  Hook  and  Lino  Fishing  in  the  British  and  other  Seas,  and  Retnark.s  j 
on  Nets,  Boats,  and  Boating.  By  J.  C.  Wilcocks.  Profusely  Illustrated 
with  Woodcut.s  of  Leads,  Baited  Hooks.  &c.  New  and  Cheaper  Edition  (tho 
Fourth).  Crown  Svo,  Cs. 

ILondon  : LONGIVI  AN S,  GREEN,  and  CO. 
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fleet  is  not  altogether  mikiiovvn  to  myself,  yet  I never 
knew  before  that  its  fishing  was  worthy  of  notice.  My 
own  impression  is  that  it  is  far  behind  that  of  the  Mid  and 
South  Lincoln  districts,  and  as  the  majority  of  anglers 
from  a distance  would  have  to  travel  mci  Boston  to 
Skegness,  1 do  not  think  they  would  find  it  worth  their 
while  to  continue  the  journey  past  the  former  town. 
Again,  I feel  quite  certain  that  the  Wainfleet  Haven 
cannot  show  sjfort  equal  to  that  obtained  on  the  rivers 
and  broads  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk.  I trust  your  corre- 
spondent will  pardon  my  questioning  the  value  of  his 
well-meant  advice,  on  the  grounds  that  my  opinion  is 
that  anglers  who  W’ent  from  a distance  in  the  hope  of 
getting  good  sport  at  Wainfleet  would  return  dis- 
appointed with  their  outing.— I am,  &c  , 

Leeds-  Harry  Curtois. 

■ WHATAVHRE  THEY  TAKING  ” 

Sir,— If  Mr.  Pemberton  will  write  to  Holland,  of 
\\  inchcster,  and  get  some  of  his  new  0 0 Spent  Olives,  I 
fancy  he  w'ill  find  them  kill,  but  it  is  necessary  that  the 
rise  should  be  a hondjide  one,  and  at  what  seems  nothing 
at  all,  and  not  judging  fish.  I have  killed  as  late  as 
!».30  ji.in.  early  m July  on  this  fly.  I am,  <kc. 

■ E.  J.  P. 

LAKE  CULTUBE. 

Sir,  I quite  agree  with  “ Temjilar  ” as  to  the  moun- 
tain loch  being  run  off  and  left  fallow  for  a year  or  so. 
Many  lakes  would  be  much  improved  if  this  could  be 
done,  but  in  the  case  ol  natural  waters  it  is  often 
impracticable.  I know' of  a great  many  lakes,  however, 
where  the  thin.g  could  easily  be  managed,  and  it  would 
be  well  worth  the  first  cost.  Experience  teaches  us 
that  newly  stocked  lakes  give  splendid  results  for  a few 
years,  and  then  follows  a great  falling  off  in  the  fishing. 

Having  made  the  question  of  lake  culture  a stud.y  for 
.years,  1 am  of  opinion  that  the  fishing  in  many  of  our 
lakes  might  be  very  materially  improved  by  a judicious 
outlay  upon  them.  Many  of  them  have  been  sadly 
spoiled  owing  to  ignorance  of  their  value.  In  many 
cases  that  I know  of  their  size  has  been  reduced  by 
drainage,  the  result  being  the  reclamation  of  perhaps  a 
tew  acres  of  land  of  very  middling  quality  at  the  cost 
of  the  fishing,  which  has  deteriorated  considerably.  I 
have  advised  the  raising  of  the  levels  of  such  lakes, 
and  in  a case  where  the  experiment  was  tried  the  result 
was  decidedly  encouraging.  The  submerged  vegetation 
produces  conditions  highly  favourable  to  the  increase  of 
trout  food  to  an  enormous  extent. 

^ loch  or  dam  can  be  run  dry  the  restocking 
can  be  done  by  planting  eyed  ova  in  large  numbers,  and 
it  IS  now  a settled  question  that  this  is  by  far  the  most 
economical  method  of  stocking  such  waters.  One  has 
perhaps  a little  longer  to  wait,  but  the  time  is  not  so 
very  long  after  all,  as  the  fish  grow  rapidly  under  the 
highly  favourable  conditions  produced.  The  best  way 
is,  where  practicable,  to  have  two  lochs,  one  of  which 
can  be  fished  whilst  a goodly  stock  of  fish  is  coming 
forward  in  the  other. — I am,  &o.,  J.  J.  Armistead. 
Solway  Fishery,  Ilumfries,  Aug.  8. 


endorse  what  Mr.  Jeffery  says,  as  I happen  to  know  hio 
“ swim,”  and  have  had  some  excellent  bags  of  roach 
there  with  the  long-line.  Mr.  Jeffery’s  statement  as  to 
the  line  running  unassisted  is  perfectly  true  ; and  it  by 
no  means  follows  that  the  bait  is  dragged  along  behm'd 
the  float,  the  current  being  a great  deal  stronger  under- 
neath than  on  the  surface. 

I rather  think  that  some  of  those  who  are  in  the  habit 
of  fishing  the  Mole,  and  know  some  of  its  peculiarities, 
would  surprise  even  “Trent  Angler  No.  2,”  with  the 
results  achieved  by  the  long  line  in  this  river,  which  is 
not  more  awkward  and  mysterious  than  are  the  brains 
of  its  finny  inhabitants.— I am,  &c.,  Willow. 


SILKWORM  GUT. 

Sir,  111  answer  to  “ Silkworm,”  when  I was  one  of 
the  jurors  in  the  1883  International  Fishery  Exhibition, 
I saw  the  process  of  making  silkworm  gut  as  used  bv 
anglers. 

. Ahen  the  silkworm  is  in  its  jjupa  or  chrysalis  state 
it  IS  immersed  in  hot  water  or  vinegar  to  pirevent  its 
forming  a cocoon.  AVhen  cut  open  there  are  two  tubular 
glands  on  either  side  of  the  body,  which  look  like  tiny 
balls  of  twine.  These  are  carefully  drawn  out  straight 
and  fixed  on  a board,  which  has  hooks  on  both  ends  ; 
when  dry  they  are  taken  oft’,  and  form  the  silkworm  gut 
of  coiiiineruo.  Ihis  process  will  account  for  the  ends 
being  twisted  about. 

If  the  worm  in  the  cocoon  is  allowed  to  go  through  its 
natural  course,  it  will  spin  these  two  balls  into  silk  300 
yards  in  length.  The  longest  and  best  comes  from  Spain. 
1 have  one  of  the  moths  ; it  is  .5in.  across  the  wings,  and 
IS  a handsome  specimen. 

T Llackie’s  Modern  Cyclopedia  ” (Blaokie  and  Sons, 
Limited,  49-50,  Old  Bailey,  E.C.),  Vol.  VIE,  is  an  ex- 
haustivc  article  on  silkworms.  Y^our  correspondent 
Silkworm  can  create  his  own  fine  silkworm  gut  if 
he  will  purchase  some  common  silkworms  at  Covent 
Garden  Market.— I am,  &c.,  T.  E.  Sachs. 


EAETHWOEMS  AND  CONTAGION, 
n ^ in  the  Daily  Neirn,  of  August  4,  that 

Obligatory  cremation  of  the  remains  of  consumptives 
proves  that  earthworms  bring  to  the  surface  the  bacilli 
which  infest  the  dead  body,  and  in  dry  weather  they 
may  be  inhaled  in  the  form  of  dnst.”  So,  sir,  it 
happens  that  the  health  resorts  of  the  south  of  Europe 
are  the  centres  of  tubercular  contagion.  Doctors 
Lortot  and  Depugns,  of  Lyons,  mixed  the  sputa  of 
consumptives  in  earth,  which  they  placed  in  pots,  and 
only  a month  later  the  earthworms  were  tubercular,  and 
the  earth  that  passed  through  them  communicated  the 
disease.  This  is  not  refreshing,  and  anglers  suffering 
from  the  dire  disease  ” (they  are  not  numerous)  should 
avoid  using  worms  obtained  near  graves,  &c. — I am  &c 

o.  o.’d.  ■’ 

FISHING  FROM  THE  REEL, 
i-i  Lea  Roaclior,”  who  so  facetiously  suggests 

that  Air.  Jeffery’s  long-line  roach  swim  might  be 
situated  under  Box  Hill,  cannot,  I should  think,  know 
^Loiit  the  River  IMolo  in  that  neighbourhood, 
ihe  river  does  not,  anywhere,  run  underneath  Box  Hill 
but  winds  round  ),art  of  its  base.  Personally,  I can 


SiK,— For  cool  effrontery  in  letter  writing  commend 
me  to  “ Trent  Angler,”  who  complains  that  I did  not 
answer  questions.  I was  of  opinion  that  I “ set  the 
game,”  so  to  speak,  by  asking  for  information  upon 
roach  and^  bream  lines,  without  promulgating  any 
theories.  “ Trent  Angler”  strongly  reminds  me  of  the 
itinerant  tailor  who  borrowed  the  beeswax.  “ I say, 
old  fellow,  lend  ns  your  wax?”  “I  say,  where’s  our 
^ t(  Rs-ss  over  ini/  wax,  will  you?”  "With  regard 
to  the  bait  before  the  float  theory,”  this  we  regard  as 
the  alphabet  of  reel-fishing.  As  for  his  boots  being  on 
his  wrong  feet,  that  is  his  look-out.  He  should  dis- 
criminate, and  correctly  place  each  boot  before  “ putting 
his  foot  into  it.”  “Lea  Roaoher  ’ has  now  an  oppor- 
tunity of  flashing  his  sword.  The  Sheffielders  are 
anxious  for  a match ; why  don  t his  champions  of  the 
long-pole  come  up  to  the  scratch?  I thought  that  there 
were  plenty  of  ‘‘  Lea  men  ” only  waiting  for  the  chance 
of  a contest.  “ L.  B”  asks  if  the  swim  runs  “under 
Box  Hill.’  Yes,  Mr.  L.  R.,  geographically  speaking,  it 
does  run  under  Box  Hill.  Certain  persons,  whose  eyes, 
an  authority  assures  us,  are  in  the  ends  of  the  earth, 
should  be  answered  according  to  their  folly.  An  umpire 
IS  never  asked  a question  in  the  form  as  “ L.  R.  ” puts 
it.  How  s that  ? ” is  the  formula  used  upon  all 
occasions.  The  two  questions  asked  by  “ L.  R.”  show 
his  utter  ignorance,  both  as  regards  cricket  and  angling. 

I quite  think  that  “ L.  R.  ” may  be  right  when  he 
speaks  of  “ 81b.  of  fish  in  twenty  minutes.”  I saw  a 
man,  a few  days  ago,  take  an  1 81b.  jack  in  ten  minutes. 
I,  in  August  last  (see  Fishing  Gazette.  Sept.  17,  1892 
‘ The  ‘ Mary  Anne  ’ of  Hartley  ”),  took  8741b.  of  roach  and 
bream  at  Hardley  Dyke,  on  the  Y^are,  in  one  day,  and 
1001b.  of  roach  from  the  Mole  in  three  days.  “How’s 
that  ? ‘ Out ! ” “ Certainly  ! ” “ Trent  Angler  No,  2 ” 

says  that  “ catching  roach  fifty  yards  off  would  not  suit 
him.  All  we  can  say  is  then  “ Don’t  try  it,  but  stick 
to  your  own  style,”  both  in  fishing  and  letter  writing, 
and  don’t  copy  from  your  big  brother.— I am,  &c., 

J.  Jeffery. 

FLY-FISHING  NEAR  CHESTER. 

Sir,  With  respect  to  the  fishing  near  Llannwchllyn 
Bala  I fancy  the  landlord  of  the  Goat  Hotel  at  Llann- 
wchllyn can  get  a permit  for  your  correspondent,  if  he 
stays  there,  to  fish  the  Lliw  and  Dee,  but  I feel  I ought 
through  yon,  to  warn  him  that  if  he  goes  to  fish  there  at 
any  time  after  August  12  he  may  find  that  the  best  w'ater  of 
those  streams  has  been  netted,  and  that  the  fishing  is 
almost  worthless.  1 have  known  these  streams  for  a 
pod  many  years,  and  formerly  they  used  to  be  good 
Irom  beginning  to  end  of  the  season,  but  nmv  this 
netting  goes  on.  tasked  the  keeper  about  it  last  year 
and  he  told  me  that  they  had  netted  them,  and  told  me 
up  to  what  point,  which,  as  1 have  said  before  included 
the  best  of  the  water.  I feel  pretty  sure  it  is  not  done 
by  Sir  W.  Wynne,  and  I should  much  doubt  if  it  is  done 
with  his  cognizance,  but  it  is  a great  pity.— I am.  &c., 
Y’^ellow  Dun. 

COAKSE  FISHING  NEAE  CHESTER. 

SiE,  I should  be  big-hly  pleased  if  some  brother  of 
the  aug-le  living-  near  Chester  would  let  mo  know 
through  the  medium  of  your  paper,  information  as  to 
wliat  kinil  of  coarse  fishing  there  is  in  the  River  Dee,  in 
Chester  district.  Any  information  as  to  what  kinds  of 
ph  waat  are  best  baits  for  same,  and  wbat  sort  of 
tackle  IS  needed,  will  be  gratefully  received.— I am,  &c., 
Lancashire  Lad. 

FISHING  IN  LAKES. 

Sir,  Could  yon  kindl.y  inform  me,  through  your 
valuable  paper,  whether  Aimbledon  Lake  is  any  good 
fu""  not?  I have  heard  such  varied  reports 

that  I do  not  know  which  to  believe.  Some  say  that 
there  is  no  fishing  at  all  there,  others  that  the  fish 
cpght  are  all  undersized,  and  so  on.  Could  yon  tell  me 
if  any  of  these  are  right  ? I saw  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
a week  or  two  ago,  that  some  lUO  or  200  rudd  were 
caught  at  the  Crystal  Palace  Lakes  ; is  this  right?  Are 
there  any  fish  at  all  in  those  lakes  ? Thanking  you  in 
prospect,— I am,  &c.,  F.  E.  Haynes 

TThere  are  plenty  of  good  fish  in  Wimbledon  Lake, 
some  pally  fine  fish  being  frequently  taken.  At  the 
Crystal  Palace,  there  are  undoubtedly  plenty  of  rudd— 
pt  specimen  fish  be  it  understood,  but  still  they  are 
taken.  The  gentleman  who  reported  the  C.  P.  Lake 
can  be  relied  upon.]  

FISHING  IN  THE  PENS. 

SiR)  I am  wishing  to  run  dowm  to  the  Pens  for  a 
week  or  Uvm  Will  you  kindly  tell  me  through  the 
medium  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  (1)  the  best  part  to  go  to 
lor  good  spurt  ? (2)  Where  to  put  up  (self  and  wife)  at  a 

reasonaWe  cost— private  house  preferred?  (3|  Any 
other  advice  you  may  have  to  give  will  be  thankfully 
received  by  G.  M. 


PISHING  AT  HERNE  BAY. 

Sir, — Would  .you  mind  kindly  informing  me  whether 
I can  obtain  any  fresh- water  fishing  (pond  or  river)  within 
a few  miles  of  Herne  Bay  or  Whitstable,  as  I intend 
making  a stay  at  one  of  these  places  shortly  ; also  baits 
that  would  likely  kill  at  this  time  of  year? — I am,  &c., 
A.  E.  Smith. 

OCTOBER  PISHING  IN  NORTH  WALES. 

Sir, — Will  any  of  your  readers  please  give  me  a little 
information  as  to  fishing  during  the  first  fortnight  of 
October  in  North  Wales,  headquarters  at  Bettws-y-coed  ? 
The  points  on  which  I should  like  to  bo  enlightened  are  : 
1.  Do  all  trout  licences  expire  in  that  district  on 
October  1 ? 2.  If  so,  does  that  mean  there  is  no  fishing 
in  the  lakes  ? 3.  Charge  for  (a)  weekly,  (b)  fortnightly, 
salmon  and  sewin  ticket  in  the  Conway.  1.  Charge  for 
sewin  ticket  only.  6.  Charge  for  salmon  and  sewin 
ticket  weekly  and  fortnightly  in  the  Lledr.  6.  Gjod 
man  from  whom  to  obtain  correct  flies.  A person  in 
Llanwrst  was  mentioned  to  me  some  time  ago,  but  I 
have  forgotten  his  name. — I am,  &c.,  E.  E.  H. 

SEA-PISHING  IN  DEVONSHIRE. 

Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent  “ Bass,”  the 
best  sea-fishing  to  he  had  now,  with  quiet,  cheap 
lodgings,  is  at  Newton  Ferrers,  in  Yealm  Gut,  Fowey, 
or  Looe. — I am,  &c.,  William  Heaeder. 

Plymouth.  

8 ’ f ; . — “ Bass  ” might  do  worse  than  try  St.  Mawes,  in 
Falmouth  Harbour.  Put  up  at  the  Fountain  Inn — very 
moderate.  Fishing  : whiffing  in  the  harbour  for  pollack  ; 
rather  late  in  September  for  bass  or  mackerel,  but  there 
will  probably  be  a few.  Plenty  of  chad  in  September ; 
boultering  for  conger  at  night.  Atherine  smelts  in  Fal- 
mouth Dock,  if  “Bass”  is  not  above  such  small  fry. 
There  is  a fine  bank  for  whiting  about  six  miles  to  the 
south-west,  and  some  large  pollack  and  bream  about  the 
sunk  reefs,  three  or  four  miles  to  the  south.  Boatingis 
cheap  ; ask  for  Vincent,  Whiteford,  or  Dotson.  M. 

FISHING  AT  BATH. 

Sir, — I should  be  much  obliged  if  you  or  one  of  your 
correspondents  could  inform  me  of  any  good  jack  and 
general  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bath,  preserved 
or  otherwise,  for  September. — I am,  &c.,  W. 


FISHING  NEAR  BLACKPOOL. 

Sir,— Would  any  of  your  readers,  who  may  know  the 
locality,  kindly  inform  me  of  any  decent  bottom  fishing 
to  be  had  (either  free  or  on  payment  of  small  sum  per 
day  or  week)  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Blackpool  ?— I am 
G.  J.  ’ 

DRESSING  FOR  LINES. 

Sir, — I should  like  to  obtain,  through  the  medium  of 
your  interesting  and  valuable  paper  to  anglers,  a good 
and  reliable  dressing  for  silk  plait  running  lines.  I 
have  not  the  convenience  of  a hundred  yards  stretch 
from  tree  to  tree,  so  if  any  of  your  numerous  correspon- 
dents would  impart  to  a working  angler  some  of  their 
experiences  in  the  above  I should  esteem  it  a great 
favour.-I  am,  &c.,  c.  Ldmley. 

[Ihere  are  several  excellent  “dressings.”  Perhaps 
some  of  our  readers  will  kindly  give  .yon  what  they 
consider  a good  one.]  _____ 

Sir,- In  1885  or  1886  I dressed  some  lines  with  a 
dressing  given  in  the  Gazette,  which  contained  the 
following  ingredients  : Boiled  linseed  oil,  copal  varnish 
Burgundy  pitch,  and  beeswax.  I cannot  find  the 
recipe,  and  should  be  obliged  if  you  can  give  the 
quantities  of  each  to  be  used.  I may  say  the  lines  are 
still  in  use,  and  as  good  now  as  ever  they  were. — I am 
_ P-  Marriott  Payne. 

[Perhaps  some  of  our  readers  will  oblige  us  with  the 
date  of  this  admirable  recipe.] 


SPECIMEN  PERCH. 

inform  me,  through  the  medium  of  the 
iishing  Gazette  where  I can  get  good  perch  fishing  in 
England  or  Wales.  I do  not  object  to  pay  well  for  it 
but  must  have  specimen  fish.  Perhaps  some  of  vour 
readers  can  give  me  a few  names  of  lakes  or  tarns  in 
Wales  where  there  are  large  perch.— I am,  &c.. 

Wandering  Angler. 

THE  PRIVILEGE  TICKET. 

Sir,-  I shonld  esteem  it  a great  favour  if  you  would 
let  me  know  through  your  paper  how  I can  get  a fishin<r 
ticlset  for  Amberley,  on  the  Arun.  Also  a privileire 

ticket  on  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  for  ano-lers. I 

atn,  &c.,  , ,,  , Henry  Nicholls. 

I By  applying  to  Mr.  Eldndge,  of  the  Rose  and  Crown 
Goswell-road,  you  may  obtain  a “privilege  ticket’' 
available  for  one  year,  for  6d.,  the  production  of  which 
will  enable  you  to  take  a railway  ticket  for  Pulborongh 
or  Amberley.  A privilege  ticket  on  the  G.E.R.  can 
joining  an  angling  society.  Yfou 
will  then  be  entitled  to  a “ privilege  ticket  ” (on  pay- 
ment of  Is.  or  2s  ) which  will  frank  you  to  many  o^ r 
places  at  reduced  fares.] 


YVANTED,  WORK  ON  TYTNG  FLIES. 

Sir,  a lady  Hiend  of  mine  is  very  anxious  to  go  in 
lor  tying  flies.  Could  you,  or  any  of  your  readers,  give 
her  any  information  where  she  could  obtain  lessons  or 
any  work  on  the  subject?— I am,  &c.,  W.  H 
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NOTICE. 


FISHING  IN  THE  SOLENT. 

We  hope  to  publish  next  week  an  interesting 
note  on  “ Fishing  in  the  Solent,”  by  the  Marquis 
of  Exeter,  who  has  also  kindly  promised  later  on 
to  contribute  some  notes  on  his  fish  cultural  and 
acclimatisation  experiments  to  our  columns. 


“OLD  SCHEDULES.” 

A PISCATORIAL  EPISODE  IN  THE  LIFE 
OF  A LAWYER. 


“ Smooth  runs  the  water  where  the  brook  is  deep.” 


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday, 
andean  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and 
Son’s  Bailway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News- 
agents and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces.  . t-.  j.  i. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department, 
Fishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Revmw,  &c., 
should  be  addressed  to  E.  B.  Mahston,  Editor  of 
thePiSHiNG  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 

' lane,  London.  . -j  t iv. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  ot  tne 
paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses, 
not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
a guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com- 
munications. ■ 

Temns  of  Sotosicription. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dunstan  s House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  imoney  payments 
should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland  lOs-  Od. 

„ Six  Months  ditto  ditto  5s.  4d. 

,,  Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s.  od. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  sub-  _ 

scription,  including  postage 1-s-  hd. 

Aclii-ei'tiseMn.eMfts. 

Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 

Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address.—*' KIVSAM,  London.” 
TELEPHONE  No.  2679. 
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with  which  is  incorporated 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  AUGUST  19th,  1893. 


OUR  WALTON  NUMBER. 

Nothing  could  be  more  gratifying  than  the 
reception  given  last  week  to  our  W^alton  number, 
both  by  the  press  and  the  public.  Although  we 
printed  a much  larger  number  than  ever 
previously  of  any  Christmas  or  Summer  number, 
the  paper  was  out  of  print  last  week  directly  it 
was  published. 


THE  BEHRING  SEA  AWARD. 

The  serious  dispute  we  have  so  long  had  with 
the  United  States  of  America  respecting  the 
Behring  Sea  sealeries — a dispute  which  quite 
possibly  might  have  ended  in  war — has  been 
settled  by  arbitration,  and  as  both  sides  claim  to 
be  quite  satisfied  with  the  award,  it  would  appear 
that  no  injustice  has  been  done  to  either. 

The  award  has  excited  considerable  attention 
in  the  French  Press,  and  it  is  considered  that 
International  arbitration  has,  by  the  decision 
arrived  at,  advanced  a step. 

The  Journ'd  des  Dehafs  says:  “If  on  the  main 
question  the  United  States  has  been  non-suited, 
the  precautions  taken  to  prevent  the  destruction 
of  the  seals  has  been  well  received  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Atlantic.  Two  parties,  each  con 
gratulating  itself  on  the  decision  of  the  judges,  is 
a spectacle  seen  too  seldom  not  to  be  agreeable. 
It  affords  us  peculiar  satisfaction,  when  we  con- 
sider the  great  interest  at  slake,  to  think  that 
France,  which  ■presided  at  these  solemn  assizes, 
has  been  able  to  contribute  her  share  to  the 
result,  whiefi  is  as  rare  as  it,  js  reassuring.” 


Mr.  Index  Inkpen,  the  parliamentary  drafts- 
man, was  a dry  stick ! The  most  desiccated 
limb  of  the  law  I ever  met. 

He  was  known  in  the  lobbies  of  the  House  as 
“Old  Schedules,”  and  his  reputation  for  knowledge 
in  technical  points  of  practice  and  procedure  was 
boundless.  _ . , „ 

He  was  a walking  digest  of  “ Standing  Orders 
and  a standard  authority  on  locus  standi.  It 
was  whispered  that  both  the  Chairman  of  Ways 
and  Means  and  Counsel  to  Mr.  Speaker  had  more 
than  once  successfully  extracted  information 
from  this  dry  source;  nay,  that  even  the  “Old 
Parliamentary  Hand”  would  have  lost  its 
cunning  had  it  once  lost  touch  with  its  iiidis- 
pensible  Index. 

Familiar  to  all  in  the  purlieus  of  Westminster, 
from  the  Chairman  of  Committees  himself  to  the 
junior  messenger  in  the  Private  Bill  Office,  was 
the  spare,  slight  figure,  perpendicular  as  a 
plumb-line  up  to  the  top  of  the  shoulders,  whence 
the  neck  craned  forward  like  that  of  a bird  about 
to  take  wing.  Familiar  was  the  wizen  face, 
wherein  the  wrinkles,  like  deceptive  folds  in  a 
labyrinth,  seemed  to  lead  somewhere,  but  after 
devious  turns  came  back  by  subtle  and  all  but 
imperceptible  curves  to  the  precise  point  -whence 
they  started.  Familiar  also,  but  impossible  to 
describe,  was  the  penetrating  glance  of  those 
little  grey  eyes,  that  sparkled  through  his  long 
chesnut  eyelashes  like  silver  tinsel  under  a ginger 
hackle.  His  voice  had  a cheery  chuckle  in  it 
that  perpetually  promised  a joke,  and  yet,  unless 
disappointing  expectation  be  in  itself  a joke,  he 
was  in  speech  as  guiltless  of  a scintilla  of  wit  or 
humour  as  is  a table  of  logarithms. 

Such  was  “ Cld  Schedules,”  as  known  in  tne 
House.  And  outside  the  House  his  life  was 
totally  unknown  to  those  in  the  House.  It  is 
true  that  Wagg  Phibber,  Q.C.,  never  tired  of  re- 
lating with  the  unctuous  humour  so  keenly 
relished  by  himself,  a story  that  he  once  saw 
“ Old  Schedules  ” in  the  Temple  Church  with  a 
copy  of  the  Sessional  Orders  bound  or  “ made-up  ” 
— to  use  a convenient  theatrical  term — to  repre- 
sent the  Church  Service.  But  thennobody  believes 
a word  that  Phibber  says;  and  it  is  well  known, 
on  the  unimpeachable  authoricy  of  Phibber  s 
own  laundress,  that  he  never  gets  out  of  his  bed 
in  Blotting  Paper  Buildings  before  three  o’clock 
on  Sunday  afternoons,  and  that  from  that  hour  till 
early  on  Monday  mornings,  he  invariably  plays 
whist  with  the  Harts,  Shuffleton,  and  that  set; 
the  game  being  suspended  only  during  short 
intervals  for  refreshment.  _ Wagg  Phibber 
indeed  ! Why  a clerical  magistrate  would  almost 
hesitate  to  convict  an  honest  working  man  of 
poaching  on  such  evidence  as  this  ! 

However,  OwiTie  i(jtiotu^y%  yuagTi ificOy  and 
wonderons  indeed  were  the  imaginary^domestic 
surroundings  attributed  by  us  to  Old  Schedules 
in  our  long  day  dreams  while  the  interminable 
Serjeant  Proser  was  enlarging  without  inter- 
mission on  the  advantages  of  “ Intermittent 
downward  filtration,”  in  opening  the  preamble  of 
the  Smellborough  Town  Drainage  (No.  2)  Bill. 

For  myself,  1 loved  best  to  picture  Old  Schedules 
at  the  gate  of  some  pretty  subu<  ban  villa,  met  by 
bl  ight,  happy,  and  expectant  children  ; to  imagine 
him  holdinu  a soft,  plump,  rosy  little  hand,  instead 
of  a goose-quill,  atid  under  the  magic  of  its  touch 
foigrtlul  ior  a time  of  all  tules  and  orders,  nay. 
even  of  that  monstrous  decision  of  the  Lords 
Justices  O’Kay  aud  S nalltry  on  the  construction 
of  silb-sect.ion  5,  clause  327,  of  the  lelephone 
Clauses  Consolidation  Amendment  Act,  a deci- 
sion that  h-ad  so  excited  his  contemptuous  wrath. 

I took  it  for  granted  he  was  a fattier,  or  grand- 
father— his  age  was  anotfior  mystery,  hut  father 
or  grandfather  he  undoubtedly  was— -for  how 
came  that  charm  of  tone  in  his  voice,  if  it  were 


not  an  unconscious  echo  of  child  voices  P Was 
the  sparkle  in  his  eyes  but  the  subdued  reflection 
of  a peaceful  past,  or  did  it  not  rather  suggest  a 
keen  interest  in  the  present,  and  still  more  in  the 
future  ; an  interest  possible  among  old  men  to 
those  only  who  have  a happy  child-link  with  day? 
they  may  never  see  ? 

I determined  I would  solve  the  riddle.  I had 
occasion  to  meet  him  repeatedly  during  the 
session  of  1882-83,  but  I never  got  an  opportunity 
of  leading  to  the  subject  I had  at  heart.  No  soonep 
did  I make  a remark  not  strictly  pertinent  to  the 
matter  on  which  we  were  jointly  engaged  than, 
with  a glanceathis  old-fashioned  silver  watch,  he 
would  inquire  whether  there  was  any  other  point 
“ within  the  four  corners  of  the  Bill” — a favourite 
expression  of  his — whereon  I thought  “ further 
conference  would  be  of  use.” 

At  last,  in  the  early  spring  of  1884,  the  long- 
looked-for  opportunity  arose.  There  had  been 
some  adamantine  swearing  on  behalf  of  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  Axe-by-Arminster  Water  Bib) 
the  referees  had  adjourned  their  decision  on 
engineering  details  to  enable  the  promoters  to 
answer  some  points  unexpectedly  sprung  upon 
them  by  the  Hatchet  Conservancy  Board.  The 
matter  was  urgent,  and  Mr.  Inkpen  (who,  to  the 
surprise  of  all,  readily  consented  to  go),  Mr.  D. 
Traps,  of  Traps  & Flews,  the  hydraulic  and 
sanitary  engineers,  and  myself,  were  despatched 
at  an  hour’s  notice  to  report  on  the  locus  in 
quo. 

I was  relieved  to  see  Old  Schedules  follow  Mr. 
Traps  without  protest  or  hesitation  into  a smoking 
compartment,  and  no  less  surprised  than  pleased 
when  I saw  him  “ snuggle  ” himself  down  in  a 
corner  and  place  on  his  head  a modest-coloured  cap, 
and  between  his  lips  a highly-coloured  pipe — and 
such  a pipe  1 A cutty  pipe  it  truly  was  in  the  strict 
and  literal  sense  of  the  adjective ; but  as  unlike  the 
late  Milo’s  incomparable  clays  or  those  light  and 
graceful  examples  of  plastic  art  we  get  from  iSt. 
Omer,  as  well  might  be.  No,  it  had  evidently 
once  been  a “Broseley  churchwarden”  of  dignified 
proportions  and  orthodox  length  — one  of  the 
thick  - stemmed,  substantial,  chimney  - pot  - like 
churchwardens  of  forty  years  ago — and  it  bore 
traces  of  having  been  gradually  nibbled  away  to 
within  a couple  of  inches  of  the  tall  bowl  that,  as 
Mr.  Traps  remarked,  “ looked  like  a ^Tobin’s 
ventilator  attached  to  Schedule’s  nose.’  None 
but  an  hardened  smoker  could  have  attacked 
such  a pipe.  So  far  so  good.  The  secret  recesses 
of  a smoker’s  heart  are  assailable  after  a certain 
(or  uncertain)  number  of  pipes.  I would  nothing 
precipitate,  I would  bide  my  time.  Luck  favoured 
me.  It  so  happened  that  Mr.  Inkpen’s  foul  pipe, 
after  a series  of  sickening  gurgles,  indicative  ot 
acute  internal  congestion,  struck  work  altogether 
and  utterly  refused  to  draw.  Scraping  and  blow- 
ing were  alike  in  vain.  Tightly-roiled  paper, 
fibres  from  the  cocoa-nut  matting  wherewith 
the  carriage  was  carpeted,  and  even  cable-laid 
string  became  limp  and  powerless  on  contact 
with  the  nicotine  contained  in  that  short  stem. 
What  was  to  be  done  ? In  my  dressing-case  I 
found  a blanket  pin  ; this,  however,  proved  too 
wide  of  girth,  and  could  not  be  embraced  in  the 
constricted  bore  of  the  offending  pipe.  Further 
search  revealed  a baiting  needle  made  of  fine 
steel.  The  very  thing  ! The  flat  spear-headed 
point  was  soon  broken  off  in  the  crack  of  the 
door,  and  the  smooth  shaft  handed  to  Mr.  Inkpen. 
It  fitted  to  a nicety.  But  I must  leave  unwritten 
the  history  of  the  next  few  moments.  When  I 
felt  sufficiently  recovered  to  draw  my  head  inside 
the  window,  the  reformed  pipe  was  alight  and 
aglow  in  the  centre  of  a cloud  of  smoke,  through 
which  two  grey  eyes  beamed  with  enjoyment.  Not 
so  was  it  with  Mr.  Traps.  A sickly  smile  seetned 
stereotyped  on  the  unusually  pale  face  of  that 
eminent  engineer,  as  he  vacantly  stared 
the  opposite  window.  A prudent  silence  prevailed 

for  some  time.  j r it 

The  first  faint  utterance  proceeded  from  the 
corner  where  Mr.  Traps  >»as  sitting,  and,  so -far 
as  it  was  intelligibly  audible,  it  appeared  to 
be  an  assertion  on  the  part  ot*  that  h>giemc 
authority  that  no  antiseptic  disinfectant  or 
piirifymg  medium  known  to  the  laWt  lights 
of  satin  ary  science  could  adequately  deal  with  the 
effluvia  emaiiatiiig  from  the  nicotian  plant 
during  the  process  of  decomposition.  , , 

This  proposition  provoking  no  comment,  a 
further  lull  in  our  conversation  ensued,-  For  my 
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own  part  I was,  I confess,  still  unequal  to  all 
discussion;  and  Mr.  Traps,  taking  silence  for 
assent,  or  feeling  that  the  effort  of  sustained 
speech  was  somewhat  risky,  relapsed  into  his 
former  attitude  of  vacuous  contemplation.  Sud- 
denly a cheery  voice  broke  from  the  clouds  : “ It 
really  was  a pity  to  break  off  the  point.  I am 
afraid  you  will  tear  the  flesh  of  your  next  live 
bait ; especially  if  it  be  a roach,  dace,  or  any 
tender-skinned  fish.  Perhaps,  however,  you  fish 
dead  gorge,  and  then  it  will  not  matter.” 

“ Are  you  a fisherman  ? ” I exclaimed  in  tones  of 
genuine  surprise. 

“ I am  a lover  of  angling,”  was  the  qualified 
and  cautious  reply.  Here  was  a revelation ! Old 
Schedules  was  a fisherman.  It  was  the  memory 
then  “ of  shallow  brooks  and  rivers  wide,”  not  of 
merry  children’s  mirth,  which  gave  that  sparkle 
to  his  eyes — that  sympathetic  timbre  to  his 
voice. 

In  the  course  of  a long  dialogue — accompanied 
obligato  on  the  nasal  organ  by  Mr.  Traps — and 
characterised  by  reticence  and  modesty  on  the 
one  part,  and,  I fear,  self-assertion  on  the  other,  I 
learned  that  fly-fishing  was  the  draftsman’s  hobby, 
and  dry  fly-fishing — then  in  its  infancy — his  am- 
bition. He  confessed  that  in  his  school  days  he 
had  more  than  once  played  truant  in  order  to  fish 
for  efts  or  sticklebacks  in  a pond ; that  in  adoles- 
cence he  had  passed  fitfully  through  the  roach, 
perch,  and  pike  stages ; and  that  in  manhood  such 
brief  hours  as  he  could  snatch  from  a life  of  toil 
he  had  devoted  to  angling  for  trout,  chiefly  with 
the  artificial  fly. 

As  to  when,  where,  and  how  he  had  fished,  I 
could  learn  nothing.  He  avoided  all  questions  of 
detail  by  saying  he  really  did  not  feel  he  had  any 
right  to  talk  on  a subject  wherein,  from  my  own 
admission,  I was  evidently  a proficient. 

So  much  for  swagger.  I never  boast  but  I 
am  promptly  punished  for  my  vanity.  The  old 
gentleman  coiled  himself  up  in  the  corner  of  the 
carriage  and  slept,  or  pretended  to  sleep,  till  we 
reached  Axe-by-Arminster  Junction,  where  we 
found  a nondescript  wagonette,  drawn  by  two 
beautiful  little  ponies,  awaiting  us.  In  this  con- 
veyance we  were  rapidly  whirled  up  hill  and 
down  dale,  over  rough  country  lanes,  to  the 
” Crown  and  Thistle,”  at  Barcells-over-Troutbeck, 
our  journey’s  end. 

Here  our  time  was  fully  occupied  in  collecting 
and  sifting  evidence,  and  in  preparing  plans  and 
sections. 

Mr.  Inkpen,  however,  informed  me  on  our 
return  journey  that  he  had  ascertained  from  our 
landlord  that  an  angling  association  rented  the 
right  of  fishing  in  a considerable  stretch  of  the 
Hatchet,  and  that  a limited  number  of  weekly 
tickets  were  reserved  for  visitors  staying  at  the 
hotel.  He  supplemented  this  information  by  a 
proposal  that  I should  come  down  with  him  in 
the  Easter  recess,  which  fell  late  that  year,  and 
teach  him  to  float  a fly.  To  this  I gladly  acceded, 
and  the  Thursday  evening  preceding  Good 
Friday  found  us  sitting  once  more  in  the  cozy 
little  parlour  of  the  “ Crown  and  Thistle.”  This 
time,  however,  we  had  fly  cases  instead  of  law 
cases  and  lines  of  drawn  gut  instead  of  lines 
of  deviation  to  study.  I found  Mr.  Inkpen,  for 
all  he  was  so  modest,  had  every  appliance  and 
little  knick-knack  that  bespeak  an  experienced 
angler,  and  bis  bony  fingers  picked  out  the  tiny 
midges  and  flies  on  number  0 0 0 eyed-hooks  with 
a neatness  1 was  far  from  anticipating,  and  I 
began  to  suspect  he  had  not  so  much  to  learn 
after  all,  and  repent  me  of  the  professorial  and 
didactic  tone  I had  hitherto  assumed.  The 
landlord,  Mr.  Spigot,  was  summoned,  and  invited 
to  join  us  in  a glass  of  his  own  whiskey  toddy, 
while  we  plied  him  with  “ fishing  interrogatories'.” 
The  river,  he  told  us,  was  a very  early  one,  and 
most  of  the  local  members  of  the  association  did 
not  care  to  fi.sh  after  March  or  the  beginning  of 
April,  so  we  should  in  all  probability  liave  the 
water  pretty  much  to  ourselves. 

“ What’s  the  good  of  that  if  the  fish  won’t 
rise  ? ” said  I,  preparing  for  possible  failure  by 
preliminary  excuse.  “Beg  pardon,  sir,  for  con- 
tradicting of  what  you’re  saying,  but  Liggers,  the 
river  keeper,  says  the  trout  do  rise  regular  at  five 
o’clock  of  a morning.” 

“ The  trout  may  but  we  don't,  or  at  least  I 
don’t,”  said  Mr.  Inkpen  with  a little  chuckle. 
Old  Schedules  had  humour  after  all  ! Surprise 
number  two. 


“ Well,  sir,  I don’t  hold  with  going  out  in  the 
damp  grass  until  gentlemen  have  had  a good 
breakfast,  I don’t ; and  I don’t  believe  it’s  neces- 
sary. Indeed,  I’m  sure  it’s  not,  for  Mr.  Crow — 
you  know  him,  I daresay,  gentlemen  both — 
Messrs.  S.  Crow  and  Deedes,  the  first  lawyers  in 
Axe-by-Arminster,  and  the  county  too  a’most. 
Well.  Mr.  Crow  and  the  Doctor  (that’s  Dr.  Phil- 
graves)  they  never  goes  out  early,  bless  you,  not 
they.  Not  till  they’ve  fortified  the  mucous  mem- 
brane against  the  attacks  of  gastric  catarrh  ! 
That’s  what  the  Doctor  ollways  says — a funny  man 
the  Doctor  and  a clever.  I’ve  learnt  it  right  off 
through  hearing  of  him  say  it  so  often — every 
time  he  has  a glass  of  beer  a’most,  and  he  says, 
‘ Spigot,’  says  he,  ‘ don’t  you  tell,  but  if  every 
one  drank  a glass  of  your  “ Old  Stingo  ” before 
breakfast,  I should  have  no  patients — except 
casualties,’  says  he,  with  a wink,  ‘ for  it’s  that 
powerful.  Spigot,  a weakheaded  man  could  not 
cope  with  it.’  Bless  you,  Mr.  Crow  and  the  Doctor 
are  two  as  nice  gentlemen  as  ever  wished  to 
breathe,  as  a man  might  say,  and  beautiful 
baskets  of  fish  they  do  bring  home  surely,  when 
no  one  else  can  catch  any.” 

“ With  what  lure  ? ” 

“I  beg  pardon  ! ” 

“What  bait  do  these  successful  anglers  use.^” 
“Artificial  fly  alone  allowed  in  our  river ! ” said 
Mr.  Spigot  with  dignity,  and  not  a word  more 
could  we  extract  from  him  as  to  the  methods  and 
practices  of  Messrs.  Philgraves  and  Crow. 

Next  morning,  after  a substantial  breakfast, 
followed  by  the  Doctor’s  prescription  as  a sovereign 
preservative  against  abdominal  catarrh,  westarted 
for  the  river.  A neat  little  map  on  the  back  of 
our  permit  sufficiently  indicated  the  extent  of  the 
water  we  were  entitled  to  fish,  and  enabled  us  to 
dispense  with  the  services  of  a rubicund  rustic  in 
a smock  frock  who  emerged  from  the  stable  yard 
just  as  were  leaving,  and  was  most  persistent  in 
his  offers  to  carry  our  luncheon.  Indeed,  his 
friendly  overtures  became  so  demonstrative  at 
the  sight  of  a large  stone  bottle  forming  part  and 
parcel  of  the  luncheon  aforesaid,  that  I believe 
we  should  never  have  shaken  him  off,  had  not 
Mr.  Inkpen  with  great  presence  of  mind  seized 
the  jar,  saying  he  would  carry  the  “cold  tea”  to 
start  with. 

The  Hatchet  is  to  my  mind  the  perfection  of 
a trout  stream,  or  rather  of  what  an  ideal  trout 
stream  should  be  were  its  piscine  inhabitants  less 
irregular  in  their  habits ; for  we  found,  alas  ! that 
rises  were  like  angels’  visits  ; but  when  there  is  a 
“ general  rise,”  Good  Heavens  ! an  angel  visiting 
at  such  a moment  would  be  curtly  requested 
to  keep  out  of  sight,  and  not  to  disturb  the 
fish ! 

In  a general  rise  the  water  bubbles  and  boils  all 
over — like  "gin  and  soda”  to  use  Mr.  Spigot’s 
happy  simile.  Not  an  unbroken  reflection  can  be 
seen  in  the  stillest  of  pools.  All  is  fever,  excite- 
ment, and  turmoil. 

But  it  was  not  for  years  after  the  events  I am 
narrating  that  I had  the  good  fortune  to  see  it 
in  this  state  of  “ sweet  unrest.”  The  confor- 
mation of  the  stream  itself  however,  is,  as  I have 
already  said,  all  that  one  could  wish.  There  are 
enough  rapid  stickles  to  brake  the  river  into 
natural  sections,  but  not  enough  to  induce  one  to 
mount  a sparsely-dressed  lly, and  fish  wet;  much 
less  to  tempt  any  but  an  irredeemable  North 
Country  bigot  to  cast  down  stream. 

The  stiller  portions  of  the  water  run  fast 
enough  to  bring  a floating  fly  over  a fish  before 
the  latter  has  time  critically  to  examine  the 
neatness  displayed  in  knotting  the  last  two 
strands  of  gut  in  your  casting  line;  and  yet 
there  is  depth  enough  to  allow  a startled  trout  to 
seek  shelter  under  the  nearest  weed  above  him 
without  sending  a wave  from  each  shoulder  that 
will  agitate  the  whole  breadth  of  the  stream  and 
scare  all  the  fish  within  the  limit  of  his  course, 
while  these  in  turn,  one  after  another,  take  up 
the  running  and  alarm  those  still  higher  up, 
until  the  whole  reach  is  in  commotion.  When 
this  happens,  the  prudent,  if  not  patient,  angler 
will  retire  inland,  and  describing  the  segment  of 
a circle,  again  cautiously  approach  the  river 
longo  intervallo,  perhaps,  alas!  only  to  witness  a 
repetition  of  this  too  lively  scene. 

Happy  reader  if  this  experience  is  unknown  to 
you!  I aru  afraid  to  recall  all  the  poetical  ex- 
pressions it  has  at  times  evoked  from  me. 

{To  be  continued.) 


REMINISCENCES  OF  AN  OLD 
ANGLER. 

(Continued  from  page  133.) 

By  B.  M.  Tod. 


July  1st.  Fished  the  Eden  below  its  junction  !> 
with  the  Raven.  Twenty-four  trout,  101b.,  with  j 
clear  water  worm. 

-1th.  6|lb.  Ditto.  ' 

5th.  Six  trout,  31b.  River  again  rising.  i 

6th.  Useless. 

7th.  River  again  rising  and  muddy.  How  I 
loathe  fishing  muddy  waters ! Fished  up  the 
Croglen  (a  tributary)  and  killed  31b.  of  trout. 
Stream  poorly  stocked,  and  no  doubt  well 
poached. 

12th.  Eleven  trout,  61b.,  and  two  chub  11b. 
each.  (Eden.) 

13th.  Fished  with  Thorburn  for  salmon.  Killed 
one  10|lb.  in  “ Bedlam  Home,”  and  rose  another. 
Thus  I was  completely  done  by  floods,  but  I 
resolved  to  try  the  Eden  again  another  season, 
earlier  in  the  year,  if  1 could  get  away. 

16th.  Went  to  pay  a brief  visit  to  my  very  old 
and  dear  friend.  Miss  A.  W.,  at  Elie,  in  the 
“ East  Neuk  o’  Fife.” 

18th.  Fished  the  “ Dreel  burn,”  from  Anstrutber 
upwards  with  worm.  I got  twenty-two  capital 
red- fleshed  trout  weighing  8|lb.,  and  returned  to 
Elie  thoroughly  pleased.  Owing  to  the  banks 
being  steep  and  the  grass  tall  and  rank,  fishing 
was  often  very  difficult. 

19th.  Again  fished  same  burn  and  same  stretch. 
The  day  turned  out  very  windy,  and  made  fishing 
even  more  difficult  than  before,  but  I still  killed 
61b.  of  trout  (fifteen  in  number). 

20th.  Took  train  to  Anstrutber,  and  then  the 
coach  for  St.  Andrews  as  far  as  Dunino,  where  I 
got  down  and  walked  seaward,  near  the  mouth  of 
the  Kenelly  burn.  Here  I began  with  the  fly,  but 
the  wind  was  so  strong  that  I could  not  keep  my 
line  in  the  water.  Suddenly  a thought  struck 
me,  and  I reeled  up  and  walked  straight  for  the 
wooded  dell  through  which  the  burn  winds,  and 
here  I found  comparative  calm.  I then  used 
clear  water  worm,  and  from  11.30  to  5 o’clock  I 
had  basketed  four  dozen  and  four  pretty  trout, 
weighing  141b.  My  friends  at  Elie  said  that  they 
had  not  seen  better  baskets  of  trout  in  Elie  for 
many  a long  day.  I suppose  I took  them  under 
favouring  circumstances  ; much  depends  on  that. 
This  was  my  final  day’s  fishing  for  1882,  and  I 
was  as  much  pleased  as  I was  surprised,  for  no 
one  seemed  to  think  that  the  trout  fishing  in  the 
neighbourhood  was  worth  troubling  about,  most 
people  apparently  going  in  for  sea  fishing,  which 
I fancy  is  very  good  thereabouts. 

May,  1883.  Back  on  the  Teviot  and  Tweed. 

14th.  Teviot,  with  Kerss.  4^1b.  trout  (one  lib.). 

15th.  Oxnam  up  at  Middleknows.  3|lb.  with 
worm  (a  very  tiny  and  shallow  burn  unless  in 
flood). 

22nd.  Fished  the  Tweed,  “ Tower  stream,”  &c., 
and  killed  5ilb.  of  trout.  I got  “broken”  by 
one  of  21b.  just  as  I was  landing  him.  We 
seldom  use  a landing-net  in  the  Tweed,  but  now 
I never  go  without  mine,  carried  in  the  “ Tod  ” 
landing-rings,  on  my  creel,  which  to  me  is  a plan 
of  great  value — nay,  quite  invaluable. 

23rd.  I fished  the  Teviot  at  Kirkbank,  and 
killed  511b.  of  trout  with  clear  water  worm. 

24th.  Fished  Mount  Teviot  water  with  Kerss 
in  attendance.  Killed  61b.  of  trout  of  good  size 
with  clear  water  worm. 

26th.  Fished  Teviot.  Killed  only  3.Ub.  of 
trout. 

27th.  Fished  the  Tweed  wuth  worm.  No  use — 
could  do  nothing. 

.lune  1.  Fished  the  Tweed  at  Maxton  with 
N.  1).  lie  got  nine  trout  with //)/,  weighing  61b. 

I got  eight  with  worm,  which  were  not  such  fine 
trout  by  any  means.  Probably  the  stream  had 
been  wormed  before  me.  All  this  is  “ open”  water. 

3rd.  Off  to  Ganobie  on  the  Esk,  Dumfries- 
shire. 

4th.  Fished  the  Esk  from  Scots  Bridge  to 
Ganobie.  -fUb.  (worm).  Rivers  low  and  clear. 

5th.  Fished  from  Benton  Station  down  through 
Ganobie  Linns,  four  and  a-hal£  miles  of  water. 
Trout  very  small.  Only  got  3.Ub.,  and  three 
chub. 

7th.  Above  Ganobie — no  use — 21b.  of  trout  with 
John  Wylie,  a famous  professional,  of  Forgie 
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Braehead,  Canobie.  I fished  the  Liddle  from 
Penton  up  for  three  miles.  I got  twenty-five 
trout,  he  got  twenty-three.  Mine  were  the 
better-sized  trout,  but  they  were  poor  things,  five 
to  the  pound,  or  even  six.  When  the  sea-trout  are 
up  excellent  sport  is  to  be  had  here,  and  I know  no 
more  reliable  man  (pleasant  and  steady)  than 
John  Wylie.  He  is  by  trade  a miner,  but  gladly 
accompanies  “ gentlemen,”  if  asked  to  do  so.  He 
knows  all  about  it,  too.  I trust  he  is  still  alive 
and  well.  The  waters  were  far  too  low  during 
my  visit  here. 

End  of  season  1883 ; a very  poor  season,  too, 
for  sport. 

1884.  The  Eden,  Kirkoswald. 

July  23rd.  Fished  in  the  evening  with  Canon 
Eansome,  and  got  six  trout,  averaging  |lb. 

24th.  Fished  four  and  a half  hours  ; killed  61b. 
(worm). 

25th.  5^1b. 

26th.  91b. 

..  28th.  Killed  a small  salmon,  71b., on  “Childers,” 
and  in  the  evening  21b.  of  trout. 

29th.  Salmon  fishing,  blank. 

30th.  41b. 

August  4th  and  5th.  I fished  little,  owing  to 
indisposition. 

6th.  Fifteen  trout,  61b. 

7th  to  12th.  Laid  up  ill,  and  found  that  very 
poor  sport  indeed ; and  so  again  I was  “ sold,”  but 


The  “ ti{)  ” he  gave  mo  I now  hand  to  the 
readers  of  this  paper  : 

You  see  the  sea  trout  were  there,  but  so  shy 
that,  in  a blazing  sun  especially,  they  would  not 
rise  at  the  fly  till  the  evening,  when  some  are 
always  taken,  but  the  real  tip  under  these 
circumstances  (fee  only  one  guinea,  paid  in 
advance)  is  to  go  to  some  really  well-stocked  pool 
just  before  daylight,  and  the  moment  the  first 
streak  of  light  is  discernible  work  as  if  your 
life  depended  on  the  economy  of  time.  Dicky  and 
Dir.  Threlfall  told  me  that  the  moment  light 
began  to  dawn  the  whole  pool  (as  he  fully  ex- 
pected) was  alive  with  leaping  sea-trout, 
and  they  took  splendidly  till  the  sun  rose 
and  struck  full  upon  the  surface  (the 
glassy  surface  often)  of  the  water,  when 
you  might  as  veil  think  of  filling  your  hat 
with  diamonds  as  your  creel  with  sea  trout.  It 
was  all  over  then.  All  who  knew  “ Dicky,”  know 
that  he  was  a magnificent  fisherman  and  reliable, 
so  that  to  those  who  go  to  the  Esk  and  drop  upon 
a time  of  tropical  heat  with  low  water,  my 
advice  is,  remember  “ Dicky’s  tip.”  He  is  now  no 
more,  but  1 remember  his  splendid  basket  of  fish, 
more  taken  in  that  one  hour  by  his  own  rod  than 
all  the  other  rods  would  take  all  next  day.  I my- 
self cannot  stand  night  fishing  now,  so  I hand  on 
the  tip  to  those  who  are  not  afflicted  with  the 
“ screws  ” like  I am,  and  so  can  fish  when  the  sun 


at  the  foot  of  the  hill  there,  and  for  that  reason 
the  place  is  called  Swallow;  but  almost  two  miles 
below  it  bubbles  up  and  rises  again.  Thus  the 
inhabitants  of  this  part,  no  less  than  the 
Spaniards,  can  boast  of  having  a bridge  that  feeds 
several  flocks  of  sheep.”  This  river  may  be  slow 
running  and  “ sleepy,”  but  it  is  well  known  to 
contain  some  splendid  roach  and  bream,  the  best 
times  for  capturing  them  being  “ early  morn 
or  dewy  eve.”  It  runs  through  Crawley, 
Three  Bridges,  Horley,  Rowfant,  Merstham, 
Red  Hill,  Holmewood,  Bletchworth,  Dorking, 
Box  Hill,  Leatherhead,  Esher,  Moulsey,  to  the 
Thames  at  Hampton  Court,  and  anglers’  privilege 
tickets  are  granted  to  many  of  these  places.  There 
are  large  caves  or  cellars  beneath  the  town  of 
Dorking,  dug  out  of  the  rock,  which  are  highly 
curious.  It  is  said  that,  more  than  130  years 
since,  a man  was  foolish  enough  to  expend  all  his 
property  in  making  the  largest  of  these  excava- 
tions, at  the  bottom  of  which  there  was  a spring 
of  pure  water.  To  dwell  upon  the  delightful 
scenery  through  wh’ch  this  sluggish  river 
meanders  would  be  to  paint  the  lily,  for  in  spite 
of  the  dog  and  gate  and  fences  which  meet 
the  eye  of  the  reader,  and  which,  by  the  way,  are 
becoming  unpleasantly  familiar,  some  magnificent 
baskets  of  fish  have  been  captured  by  thousands 
of  anglers  who  know  how,  when,  and  where  to 
fish  the  Mole. 


resolved  to  test  the  river  again  if  I lived  long  1 
enough.  Meanwhile  left  Kirkoswald,  feeling  no 
benefit  from  my  change,  but  the  reverse,  “ wuss 
luck.”  Trained  to  Carlisle,  thence  to  Floriston 
Station,  for  Metal  Bridge,  to  try  the  sea-trout 
and  whiting  (herling)  fishing.  Here  Dicky 
Routledge  was  down  with  Mr.  Threlfall,  of 
Preston.  A very  pleasant  man  Mr.  Threlfall, 
and  Dicky  was  giving  him  a few  finishing 
lessons  in  fly-fishing.  As  the  Esk  was  abnor- 
mally low,  and  weather  blazing  hot  generally, 

I did  very  little  during  the  three  days  I was 
there,  but  I showed  Dicky  the  method  of  “ spin- 
ning the  worm,”  and  I killed  twelve  herlings, 
weighing  41b.,  in  the  only  bit  of  thin  water  I 
could  find,  Dicky  and  his  pupil,  who  had  fished 
twice  the  amount  of  water  coming  home  almost 
“clean”  (one  herling  between  them!).  Dicky 
rubbed  his  eyes  and  said,  “Well,  I never  saw  that 
afore,”  and  when  parting  from  me  said,  “ I will 
lather  they  sea-troots  yet  wi’  that  spinnin’ 
worm ! ’ The  water  being  low  and  clear,  weather 
hot  and  bright,  nothing  was  being  done,  till 
Dicky  showed  me  “ a tip.”  We  all  got  up  in  the 
dark,  and  he  and  Mr.  Threlfall  walked  up  to 
some  grand  sea-trout  water.  I got  so  rheumatic 
with  the  night  air  that  I was  compelled  to  give 
up  the  trip  and  return  to  the  inn  and  to  bed, 
nothing  having  been  done  by  anyone  so  far. 

When  Dicky  returned  to  breakfast  he  had  a 
lovely  basket  of  sea-trout  and  herling. 


is  hardly  yet  out  of  his  bed.  No  doubt  a warm 
and  rather  cloudy  morning  would  be  best;  but  | 
here  1 am  no  authority  and  speak  with  reserve. 
(To  be  continued). 


BOX  HILL  BRIDGE  ON  THE  MOLE. 


The  Pall  Mall  Budget  of  July  27  (by  whose 
kind  permission  we  insert  the  view  of  Box  Hill 
Bridge),  says  : “ Box  Hill  is  a famous  place  for 
school  treats,  and  no  wonder  ! From  the  moment 
you  alight  at  the  quiet,  flower-scented  little 
railway  station  to  when  you  have  climbed  the 
summit  of  the  big,  grassy  mound,  the  way  is  full 
of  beauty,  and  the  air  as  fresh  and  exhilarating 
as  if  you  were  not  only  twenty  but  a hundred 
miles  away  from  smoky  London.  It  is  a truly 
delightful  spot  to  while  away  an  idle  hour,  leaning 
over  the  stone  wall  and  looking  down  into  the 
depths  of  the  clear,  cool  River  Mole,  as  it  glides 
by.”  Very  few  anglers  of  our  acquaintance 
would  be  content  to  “while  away  an  hour 
leaning  over  the  stone  wall,”  that  is  if  the  roach- 
pole  and  tackle  were  at  all  handy.  The  River 
Mole  derives  its  origin  from  the  confluence  of 
many  small  springs  which  descend  from  the  hills 
and  high  grounds  on  the  northern  border  of 
Sussex.  Camden,  speaking  of  this  river,  says  : 
“ The  Mole,  coming  to  White  Hill  (the  present 
Box  Hill),  hides  itself,  or  is  rather  swallowed  up 


By  Mac. 

Says  Major  Traherne  in  his  admirable  work  on 
the  habits  of  the  salmon:  “Unquestionably 

salmon  are  unclean  from  the  time  their  ova  have 
reached  that  stage  at  which  they  are  comnionly 
called  gravid  fish  or  baggits,  to  the  time 
they  return  to  sea  as  spent  fish  after  spawning. 
But,  “ What  court,”  asks  a piscatorial  friend, 
“ can  decide  this  nice  point— the  precise  stage  of 
ova  development  that  has  to  be  reached  to  con- 
stitute the  fish  gravid  ? Before  the  netting  ends 
grilse  caught,  and  sold  in  all  the  markets  as  clean, 
are  heavy  with  ova  in  a more  advanced  stage  than 
what  vast  numbers  of  the  earliest  running 
autumn  salmon  contain.” 


This  season  a lot  of  capital  sport  with  the  very 
large  sea-trout  of  Loch  Hope  has  been  obtained. 

Exceptions  there  are,  but  in  general  the  sport 
with  finnock  and  sea-trout  is  improving  in  the 
tideways  and  tower  lengths  of  the  rivers  of  the 
east  coast  of  Scotland  that  have  a migration 
in  the  autumn  of  these  fi«hes. 

The  pushes  of  water  lately  in  evidence  in  most 
of  the  large  rivers  of  Scotland  did  literally 
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nothing  to  improve  the  salmon  angling,  which 
will  not  now  be  of  any  account  until  after  the 
nets  are  off. 


In  consequence  of  the  famous  finnock  and  sea- 
trout  fishing  obtained  on  the  Lossie,  near  the 
mouth,  the  airy  and  pretty  little  seaside  place  of 
Lossiemouth  ought,  in  the  autumn,  to  be  in  high 
repute  amongst  tourist  anglers. 


But  for  the  Firth  netting,  salmon  would  now 
be  coming  on  in  the  Esk  and  Annan,  and  other 
rivers  of  the  Solway.  These  fisheries  continue 
to  yield  of  sea-trout  and  herling  some  very  nice 
baskets.  The  Esk,  meantime,  is  not  just  in  the 
best  of  condition,  and  for  some  time  past  it  has 
kept  rather  low.  Anglers,  however,  in  great 
number  have  been  out  on  it.  Sport  on  the  lower 
waters  of  the  Annan  has  been  interfered  with 
by  trifling  freshets,  which  have  had  the  effect  of 
making  it  better  for  anglers  on  the  middle  and 
upper  waters,  who  have  turned  out  in  great 
force,  and  been  fortunate  in  making  some  capital 
baskets. 


Eivees  of  the  western  portion  of  the  mainland 
of  Scotland  whereon  about  this  time  the  sea- 
trout  angling  usually  is  best  are  not,  it  would 
appear,  doing  very  well  on  the  whole. 

The  sea-trout  angling  on  Loch  Stack,  in  the 
Reay  Forest  of  Sutherlandshire  is  maintaining 
its  excellence.  Fish  are  forward  in  great  plenty, 
and  are  of  larger  size  than  commonly. 


The  Boss-shire  Journal  reports  that  a sporting 
tenant,  who  paid  £140  for  three  months’  fishing 
on  the  Conon  this  year,  succeeded  in  catching  only 
six  fish — £23  6s.  8d.  apiece.  This  was  accounted 
for  by  the  unusual  drought.  With  regard  to  the 
sporting  interests  the  Conon  is  a much  better 
managed  river  than  any  of  those  north  of  the 
Ness,  except  the  rod-preserved  fishings  of  the 
Duke  of  Sutherland.  

Since  about  a month  ago  anglers  from 
Overscaig  Hotel  have  had  some  very  nice  sport 
among  the  sea-trout  of  Loch  More,  in  the  Reay 
Forest.  But  fishing  on  his  own  hook  the  same 
waters,  Mr.  Mackenzie,  M.A.,  has  proved  far  and 
away  the  most  successful  rod. 


Anglers  looking  out  for  sea-trout  fishing, 
coupled  with  the  perfection  of  Highland  scenery, 
might  do  very  much  worse  than  have  a trial  of 
Loch  Brora,  which  now,  with  conditions  in  favour 
of  sport,  ought  to  do  very  well.  Some  anglers 
have  had  good  baskets  on  this  charming  sheet  of 
water  within  the  last  ten  days. 

Last  week  the  Ythan  salmon  river  Fishery 
Board  members  were  elected  as  follows  : — The 
Earl  of  Erroll,  chairman  ; General  Mackenzie,  of 
Foveran;  Udny  of  Udny ; the  Rev.  George 
Brown,  of  Longhaven  ; Colonel  Turner,  of  Turner- 
hall;  Mr.  Wolridge  Gordon,  of  Esslemont ; and 
Mr.  Muii’head,  Haddo  House,  agent  for  Lord 
Aberdeen. 


I hear  from  an  Aberdeen  correspondent  that : 
“The  salmon  are  still  doing  very  well  and 
keeping  up  in  numbers.  The  quality  is  also  very 
good.  The  weights  in  general  are  very  heavy,  a 
great  many  of  them  being  between  201b.  and 
301b.,  and  a good  few  from  301b.  to  401b.  The 
average  weight  some  days  is  161b.  To  judge 
from  jjresent  appearances  there  will  be  a very 
good  show  of  autumn  salmon,  but  in  the  mean- 
time they  are  of  so  fine  quality  and  scarcely  begun 
to  be  laden  with  spawn  that  without  a good  deal 
of  temptation  they  will  not  take  the  river.  Grilse 
are  still  far  under  the  average  although  some 
very  fine  ones  are  now  being  got.  The  greater 
quantity  of  them  are  so  small  that  the  average 
weight  is  at  least  one-third  less  than  it  was  at 
this  time  last  year.  Some  days  they  will  average 
41b.,  with  as  many  as  fourteen  and  fifteen 
averaging  51b.,  but  on  the  other  hand  there  are 
often  sixteen  or  eighteen  not  more  than  3Ub.  I 
have  seen  a few  grilse  of  8lb.  The  grilse  got 
from  the  sea  are  in  much  better  condition  than 
they  were  some  time  ago,  and  it  is  possible  they 
may  increase  in  numbers  during  the  fall,  though 
I much  doubt  it.  There  is  very  little  appearance 
of  finnock  yet  in  the  Dee  and  I do  not  expect 


them  till  we  get  more  water  in  the  river,  which  is 
now  very  low.  The  finnock  are  showing  a little 
some  days  in  the  tideways.  The  total  number  of 
boxes  of  fish  received  at  Billingsgate  for  the  week 
ending  Aug.  6 was  1433,  while  for  the  same  period 
hist  year  it  was  1907.” 


Concerning  the  finnock  angling  in  the  Aber- 
deenshire Dee,  a correspondent  has  written : 
“ Being  an  ardent  follower  of  the  piscatorial  art, 
I have  for  years  been  in  the  habit  of  spending  my 
spare  time  at  the  river  Dee.  This  year  I was 
puzzled  to  find  out  how  there  were  so  few  finnocks 
in  the  water.  On  making  inquiry  I am  credibly 
informed  that  the  river  is  being  poached  at  night 
by  means  of  a small  mesh  net,  and  that  large 
catches  are  said  to  have  been  netted.  If  this  is 
so,  where  are  the  watchers  P” 


A WHOLE  host  of  salmon  poachers  were  dealt 
with  in  the  Oban  Sheriff  Court  last  week,  when 
fines,  in  no  case  by  any  means  too  severe,  were 
imposed,  and  all  the  nets  ordered  to  be  forfeited. 


Few  are  losing  much  by  not  engaging  in  salmon 
angling  at  the  present  time.  Most  salmon 
anglers  who  are  also  “ shootists  ” are  just  now 
on  the  “ mores,”  taking  on  their  moor  legs,  and 
otherwise  toughening  themselves  to  be  fit,  when 
the  time  arrives,  for  herculean  tussels  with  the 
giant  salmon  of  the  back-end. 


From  Tay  I hear  that ; “ There  is  not  much 
doing  with  the  rod,  only  an  occasional  fish  being 
got,  while  as  regards  the  netting,  it  is  now  beyond 
doubt  that  it  will  be  largely  a failure  at  most 
stations.  Some  of  the  tacksmen  will  drop 
hundreds  of  pounds  for  the  season,  and,  to  be  at 
no  more  loss  than  they  can  help,  they  have  already 
paid  off  lots  of  their  hands.  We  expect  to  have  a 
good  back-end  on  the  Tay.  It  is  almost  certain 
that  the  river  will  be  in  ply  when  the  netting 
ends,  and  if  only  fish  would  come  a little  more 
numerously,  there  will  be  grand  fun  in  September. 
Gentlemen  are  about  here  already,  waiting 
anxiously  for  a start.  The  sea-trout  fishing 
season  to  the  nets  has  been  a capital  one,  in 
striking  contrast  to  that  of  the  grilse.” 

The  Tweed  salmon  netting  has  shown  just  a 
little  improvement  for  some  short  time  back,  but 
the  angling  for  salmon  on  the  river  continues, 
as  all  summer  it  has  been,  practically  non- 
existent. 


As  the  netting  results  show,  the  large  salmon  of 
the  autumn  migration,  the  heaviest  fish  of  the 
year,  are  now  in  large  numbers  coming  close  in 
shore  along  the  whole  of  the  East  Coast  of  Scot- 
land. In  the  district  fisheries  of  every  river 
between  the  Tweed  and  the  Ness  some  fish  of 
401b.  weight  have  been  got  during  the  week. 

In  some  districts  a good  many  have  reached 
this  weight.  The  capture  of  a 501b.  fish  is 
reported  from  the  Esks  district,  and  one  of  671b. 
from  the  Spey  fishings.  It  is  said  that  261b.  is 
not  above  the  average  weight  of  the  salmon  got 
in  the  Deverou  district  during  the  last  ten  days, 
but  this,  I think,  can  hardly  be  correct.  Person- 
ally, I consider  it  too  good  to  be  believed  that 
few  of  the  fish  were  under  221b.  weight,  and  that 
most  of  them  were  of  weights  between  221b.  and 
851b.  You  know  some  correspondents  are 
“ greened  up,”  while  others  are  guilty  of  throw- 
ing the  hammer  a bit. 


In  the  Esks  of  Forfarshire  the  finnocks  are 
not  coming  in  so  numerously  as  anglers  could 
wish,  but  still  the  sport  had  with  them  is  very 
fair  indeed.  This  week  has  witnessed  a decided 
improvement.  

The  stream  of  anglers  from  the  south  going 
north  of  Aberdeen  by  the  Orkney  and  Shetland 
boats  is  steadily  increasing.  Among  the  sea- 
trout  of  Orkney  and  Shetland  there  has  not, 
however,  that  I have  heard  of,  been  much  done 
as  yet.  


During  the  last  ten  days  several  clubs  have 
had  competitions  on  Loch  Leven,  but  their  takes 
have  been  light  and  the  trout  small  as  a rule. 
The  following  were  the  competing  clubs  and 
their  first  prizemen  ; — Dundee  West  End  Club, 


Mr.  J.  Milne,  31b.  4oz.;  Dunfermline  Club,  Mr. 
Morrison,  121b. ; Coatbridge  Club,  Mr.  Peter 
Taylor,  111b.  12oz. ; Edinburgh  Breadalbane 
Club,  Mr.  G.  Pople,  41b.  12oz. ; Bothwell  and 
Blantjre  Club,  Mr.  McCreath,  41b.  9oz. ; Udding- 
stone  Waltonians,  Mr.  Pringle,  101b.  lOoz.  Of 
private  individuals,  Mr.  Orr,  Stewarton,  did  I 
best,  securing  a basket  of  twenty-six  trout,  211b,  j 

. . J 

Although  the  very  best  time  for  its  angling  is  j 
now  on,  the  River  Ness  did  not  do  well  last  week,  i 
Sanguine  hopes,  however,  are  entertained  that  a 
material  improvement  in  the  sport  will  come 
about  presently.  About  this  time  of  the  year 
three  score  fish  would  be  nothing  very  special  for 
the  whole  river  to  yield  to  the  rods  in  the  week, 
but  last  week  the  grand  total  did  not  exceed 
fifteen  good  fish.  One  of  the  officers  of  the 
Watchful  tried  trolling  in  the  estuary,  and  killed 
twenty  sea-trout  weighing  181b. 

At  the  month  of  that  famous  sea-trout  fishery, 
the  Ugie,  Aberdeenshire,  the  “ thumping”  large 
sea-trout  are  now  showing,  and  some  splendid 
specimens  have  been  secured  by  anglers  fishing 
at  night.  

Owing  to  the  calm,  close,  hot  weather,  sport 
has  gone  off  a bit  on  the  Ythan  of  late,  and  not 
very  many  heavy  baskets  have  been  got,  but  un- 
questionably there  will  be  a turn  of  affairs  once 
the  netting  terminates  for  the  season,  after  which 
the  very  cream  of  the  sport  for  the  year  is 
obtained,  the  sea-trout  being  then  both  most 
numerous  and  largest. 

On  the  “ far  north  ” Blackwater,  but  little 
sea-trout  angling  has  been  had  this  season  in 
consequence  of  the  water  having  been  only  one 
or  two  days  in  right  order.  A friend  secured  the 
best  basket  that  I have  heard  of — fifteen  sea- 
trout,  weighing  301b. 

This  month  a few  beautiful  big  fish  have  been 
caught  by  anglers  on  the  Locby  Spean;  but  up 
to  date  this  year’s  season  on  this  superb  fishery 
has  on  the  whole  proved  poor  by  comparison  as 
on  all  other  rivers  the  angling  has  suffered 
through  the  drought  and  the  scarcity  of  grilse. 

Johnnie  Sutherlanh,  the  celebrated  gillie  at 
Durness  says  : “ We  have  beautiful  weather  here 
since  a week,  and  the  Kyle  is  in  excellent  order. 
Four  boats  are  fishing  it  daily,  and  the  rods  are 
getting  from  twelve  to  twenty  sea-trout  each. 
The  weather  is  too  bright  and  calm  for  Loch 
Crospuil  and  Loch  Sean,  but  Loch  Meadich  is 
giving  good  sport.  Its  trout  this  year  are  very 
shy,  but  you  find  them  game  when  you  will  get 
a hold  of  a two  or  three-pounder.  You  might 
get  on  a dozen  or  so  that  will  go  over  Hb.  each. 
Last  weekwe'got  two  beauties,  of  241b.  and  2|lb., 
and  a lot  going  over  lib.  in  average.  Loch 
Arrinabein  and  Lochinshose  are  doing  well,  too — 
from  thirty  to  fifty  a day  to  each  rod.  There  are 
no  favourite  flies  for  those  lochs,  where  the  trout 
take  any  fly.  The  sea  pools  are  not  fishing 
so  good  this  week — too  dry  weather  for  them, 
and  the  Grudie  run  down  too  low.” 


This  season  the  big  yellow  trout  of  Loch  Tay 
have  not  come  up  at  all  well.  They  are  plentiful 
enough,  but  their  disinclination  to  take  has  been 
puzzling  everybody.  

Mr.  David  Murray,  fishing  tackle  maker, 
Brechin,  writes  me  : “ Trout  fishing  is  now  on  the 
wane,  and  anglers  are  beginning  to  try  their  luck 
with  the  finnock,  which,  by  the  way,  are  very 
plentiful  in  the  tidal  reaches  of  the  South  Esk 
this  season.  They  are  rapidly  increasing  in  size, 
and  the  best  of  them  would  compare  with  well- 
grown  herrings  in  size.  In  spite  of  all  the  rain, 
the  rivers  are  dour  to  rise,  in  fact,  the  volume  is 
little  larger  than  before  the  advent  of  the  rain. 
However,  we  anglers  are,  perhaps,  too  selfish. 
‘It’s  an  ill  win’  that  blaws  naebody  guid.’  The 
farmers  are  as  well  pleased  as  it  is  possible  for 
farmers  to  be,  and  you  know  they  are  better  at 
grumbling  than  almost  any  other  class  of  the 
(jemis  homo.  The  followers  of  ‘ Dear  Old  Isaak  ’ 
(whose  tercentenary,  by  tbe  by,  was  celebrated 
across  the  border  the  other  day)  are  not  so  selfish, 
I hoj)e,  neither  do  they  altogether  grudge  the 
farmers  the  sunshine.  I had  a call  of  a queer 
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PIKE  EISHINCI  IN  SWEDEN. 


Mu.  Henry  Heatu,  of  the  Richmond  Pisca- 
torial Society,  sends  us  a photograph  taken  by 
him  while  on  a visit  to  Sweden,  representing  a 
somewhat  peculiar  method  of  angling  for  pike. 

We  were  struck  with  the  extraordinary  length 
of  the  rod  in  the  picture,  and  we  called  upon  Mr. 
Heath  with  a view  of  obtaining  some  description 
of  it ; this  he  very  kindly  gave  us,  and,  in  a most 
interesting  conversation,  we  learned  of  yet  one 
more  strange  method  of  taking  fish  adopted  in 
some  districts. 

I am  not  at  all  surprised,  said  Mr.  Heath, 
that  your  attention  was  arrested  by  the  length  of 
the  rod,  for  it  really  is  a remarkable  object, 
measuring  as  it  does  something  like  26  feet,  and 
when  first  1 saw  it  and  was  informed  that  it  was 


is  jerked  quickly  backwards,  the  result  being  that 
the  loop  leaves  the  projecting  pin,  and  the  line  is 
instantly  in  direct  action  from  the  trimmer  lying 
in  the  boat.  From  thence  to  the  end  of  the 
chapter  it  is  simply  handlining,  the  rod  having 
nothing  further  to  do  with  it. 

I managed  to  get  one  or  two  fish  in  this  manner, 
but  it  is  not  to  be  compared  to  the  most  simple 
style  of  angling  practised  in  this  country. 

1 should  like  to  mention  that  there  can  possibly 
be  no  more  hospitable  people  than  the  native 
Swedes,  and  the  stranger  visiting  this  charming 
country,  will  be  able  to  get  plenty  of  really  good 
fishing— pike  and  perch,  at  any  rate.  With 
regard  to  salmon  fishing,  undoubtedly  it  is  very 
good  ; but  I cannot  believe  that  every  really  first- 
class  water  is  taken  up  at  exoroitant  rentals,  in 
fact,  1 feel  certain  that  there  are  many  splendid 


PIKE  FISHING  IN  SWEDEN. 


customer  the  other  day’  for  the  second  time.  He 
asked  to  see  some  fishing-tackle,  and  when  pro- 
ceeding to  comply  with  his  request,  I remarked 
‘ Any  sport  getting  ?’  ‘ 1 got  one  a yard  long 

yesterday,’  he  replied.  As  I was  about  to  show 
him  trouting  tackle,  it  occurred  to  me  that  it 
wouldn’t  suit  for  killing  a fish  a yard  long. 
After  a little  explanation,  I suited  him  with  a 
large  bait  hook  and  a cord  line  for  eels.  This 
was  a killer  of  very  high  ideas — I thought  he  had 
caught  the  salmon  of  the  season.” 

On  Loch  Leven,  on  Monday,  was  held  that  im- 
portant annual  event,  the  competition  of  the 
Glasgow  District  Angling  Club’s  Association,  in 
which  took  part  four  members  of  each  of  ten 
clubs  whose  headquarters  are  within  a radius  of 
ten  miles  from  Glasgow  Royal  Exchange,  i he 
day  on  the  whole  was  unsuitable  for  the  event, 
and  light  baskets  consequently  ruled.  The  whole 
forty  competitors  had  only  forty-three  trout, 
scaling  UUb.  lOoz.,  a result  little  better  than  a 
trout  to  each  rod,  and  an  average  for  the  trout  of 
less  than  Jib.  The  club  tro])hy  was  carried  off 
by  the  club  that  won  last  year  (the  Pollockshields 
Club),  with  fifteen  trout,  61b.  5oz.  Gold  badges 
were  awarded  to  the  winners — Messrs.  P.  Pringle, 

J.  Gordon,  J.  Malcolm,  and  W.  S.  Hunter. 

No  Salmo  ferox,  of  weights  worth  recording, 
are  reported  to  me  as  having  been  caught  in 
Scotch  lochs  during  the  week,  and  this  rather 
seems  to  indicate  that  the  real  big  fellows,  if  not 
already  all  nicked,  have  deemed  it  their  wisest 
policy  to  become  confirmed  sulkers  ! 

The  late-running  finnock  and  sea-trout  are  now 
beginning  to  show  pretty  well  in  the  Spey. 

Through  the  courtesy  and  considerateness  of 
Major  Stocks,  of  Latheronwheel.  those  capital 
trouting  lochs  in  Caithness — Loch  Rangag  and 
Loch  Ruard— hitherto  strict  preserves,  are  now  to 
be  open  to  anglers  putting  up  at  Latheron  Hotel. _ 

Prom  the  Brora  and  Conon  and  Beauly  come 
sore  complaints  about  the  poor  quality  of  the 
present  season’s  angling  on  the  lower  reaches. 
But  the  net  fishings  of  Die  Brora  have,  for  a 
month  past,  yielded  some  magnificent  hauls  of 
really  grand  salmon,  running  more  than  201b. 
apiece,  to  the  Duke  of  Sutherland  s netters, 
captained  by  Old  “ Eddam  ” Robertson. 

The  really  best  angling  for  the  migratory 
SctlmonidcB  is  got  on  fewer  w'aters  and  by  fewer 
anglers  during  August  and  the  first  week  of 
September  than  during  any  other  five  weeks  of 
the  whole  year  after  the  very  earliest  spring 
salmon  fishing  time,  when,  as  during  the  dead 
season  which  comes  with  the  ending  of  sumnier 
and  the  beginning  of  autumn,  but  a very  limited 
number  of  waters  are  actually  fishing  their  best 
for  salmon.  


used  for  irolUnq,  I was  curious  to  see  so 

formidable  a looking  weapon  could  be  worked  for 
such  a purpose.  . . 

It  is  made  of  the  best  straight  grained  pine 
throughout,  and  is  in  four  joints,  the  top  joint  at 
its  thinnest  end  being  fully  fin.  in  diarneter ; into 
this  is  driven  an  iron  spike,  about  one  inch  being 
left  projecting.  The  next  two  joints  are  of  the 
usual  taper,  but  the  bottom  joint  is  the  feature  of 
the  whole  concern.  At  a point  some  twelve  inches 
from  the  end  it  is  bulged  to  the  size  and  shape  of 
a pineapple,  and  finishes  with  a substantial  handle 
about  four  inches  in  length. 

A sketch  will  perhaps  give  a better  idea  of  it. 

The  line  used  is  rather  stouter  than  ordinary 
whipcord,  and  is  wound  on  a deeply-grooved  flat 
reel,  or  trimmer,  which  lies  in  the  boat ; some  six 
feet’from  the  end  of  this  a loop  is  made,  and  at 


waters  which  have  not  yet  been  secured  by 
wealthy  Encrlish  sportsmen,  and  are  at  present 
practically  free. 


ANGLING  ON  THE  SEINE. 

By  E.  C. 

Not  only  is  July  14  the  anniversary  of  the 
downfall  of  the  Bastille,  but  it  is  also  the  day  for 
the  annual  competition  among  Parisian  anglers. 
This  contest  takes  place  along  the  left  side  of  the 
Seine,  facing  Notre  Dame.  The  event  is  looked 
forward  to  with  great  interest  by  amateurs,  for 
the  disciples  of  Tzaak  Walton  are  still  numerous 
in  the  gay  *'  City  of  Light.” 

The  Parisian  angler  is  ever  a philosopher,  in 


Contributors  will  oblige  us  if  they  will,  before 
sending  articles,  write  and  ask  us  if  we  require 
them,  as  we  often  have  several  on  the  same 
subject  in  hand.  It  will  save  them  disappoint- 
ment, and  perhaps  loss  of  time  and  trouble,  as  we 
cannot  undertake  to  return  articles  sent  to  us. 

A Good  A’ore  Trout. — Mr.  Francis  M.  Walbran, 
who  has  fished  the  Yore  all  his  life,  last  week 
got  the  finest  trout  he  has  ever  caught  in  that 
river-™a  beauty  of  21b,  3oz.,  a monster  for  that 
river  and  a good  fish  anywhere  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Geo.  M.  Kelson  says,  w-riting  on  Feb.  21, 
1885,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  ; “ ‘ Blue  Hackle,’  in 
commenting  upon  the  twelve  salmon  flies  which 
I had  selected  for  general  use.  says  : ‘ Certainly 
Mr.  Kelson  forgets  the  Thorndyke,  most  killing 
on  Wye  and  Hsk.’  ” Mr.  Kelson  wishes  to  add 
this  fiy  to  his  work  on  “ Standard  Patterns,  ’ and 
will  be  glad  to  have  the  dressing. 

The  Moors  (North  or  Scotland). — As  antici- 
pated, a more  glorious  “ Twelfth  ” has  not  been 
experienced  for  years  as  regards  weather,  head  of 
game,  and  other  successful  conditions.  On  a few 
moors  birds  were  scarce  and  all  over  strong,  and 
in  most  cases  wild.  The  addition  of  a bit  of 
breeze  would  have  added  considerably  to  the 
scent.  The  beat  during  the  succeeding  days  of 
the  twelfth  has  been  something  terrific,  while 
frequent  thunder  storms  have  prevailed. 


cotch  of  Swedish  Matspo  or  Pike  Rod  showing  the  line  attached  to  trimmer- 

looned  on  nroieoting  spike.* 


the  end,  the  hook— an  ordinary  leaded  gorge— is 
attached.  The  manner  of  working  the  whole 
arrangement  is  this : The  left  foot  is  placed  on 
the  well  or  side  of  the  boat,  and  the  knee  thus 
raised  forms  a fulcrum,  upon  which  the  rod 
rests  ; the  rod  is  then  grasped  at  a convenierit 
distance  above  tbe  pineapple  with  the  left  hand, 
and  is  raised  and  lowered  by  the  right  hand  from 
the  handle  at  the  end  ; owing  to  the  great  length 
of  the  rod  a very  slight  movement  is  necessary  to 
give  the  correct  sinking  and  lifting  motion  to  the 
bait,  so  that  really  it  is  not  nearly  so  difficult  a 
task  as  would  at  first  be  imagined ; in  fact  it  is 
very  easy  indeed.  _ , • , • 

Immediately  a fish  takes  the  bait,  which  in 
most  Swedish  lakes  is  distinctly  visible,  the  rod 


* To  give  a hi  tter  idea  of  the  rod  it  is  not  drawn  to  scale. 


the  sense  that  nothing  disturbs  his  serenity,  not 
even  a passing  omnibus,  still  less  a steamer  or  a 
canoe.  The  only  excitement  in  his  yearly 
existence  is  “the  day  we  celebrate.”  His  ambi- 
tion and  aim  are  to  beat  his  angling  rivals, 
and  so  obtain  a silver  medal  and  a certificate,  in 
eloquence  he  can  be  passionate,  especially  when 
the  jurors  discuss  the  superiority  of  such-and- 
such'  a bait,  and  the  dexterity  of  handling  the  rod 

in  a professional  way.  -d  i -n  i- 

It  is  about  seven  years  ago  since  M.  Robillot 
founded  the  annual  competition  lor  City  ar  glers. 
The  competitors  have  become  more  and  more 
numerous,  and,  let  it  be  said,  equally  serious  in 
proportion.  The  competition  begins  at  8 and 
finishes  at  11  a.m.,  but  the  heroes  arrive  long 
before  the  opening  hour,  to  select  a place — ever  a 
1 good  spot,  BO  they  think.  The  angler  has  to 
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judge  the  water,  arrange  his  line,  his  hook,  his 
bait-boxes,  his  cans  for  the  spoils,  and  his  bullets 
of  fatty  clay  enclosing  worms — real  “fishballs  ” in 
every  sense  of  the  word — that  open  out  and  dis- 
solve when  thrown  into  the  water,  close  to  the 
line,  and  so  attract  the  fish.  Some  rodsmen 
employ  boiled  wheat  in  order  to  coax  the 
gudgeon. 

A coloured  card  is  given  to  each  competitor, 
which  authorises  him  to  take  part  in  the  contest. 
It  recalls  a licence  for  matrimony,  being  for 
“ better  or  for  worse.”  These  tickets  are  suspended 
from  the  buttonholes  of  coats,  and  give  the  wearers 
a semi-appearance  of  mashers  of  the  Jockey  Club 
on  a grand  race  day.  The  competitors  number 
from  90  to  120;  no  special ‘‘ uniform  ” is  in  re- 
quest, save  the  ordinary  costume,  which  consists 
of  a large  brim  hat  made  of  rushes,  and  a blue 
blouse,  often  a ribbon  to  match  the  sporting 
event  runs  round  the  “Buffalo  Bill  ” hat,  having 
designs  of  river  fish,  and  two  rods  crossing  like 
swords  or  muskets.  Many  local  angling  societies 
send  some  of  their  most  expert  members.  Strange, 
though  a fact,  it  is  the  slaughterhouse  men  of  the 
Villette  abattoirs  who  are  reputed  as  being  the 
most  accomplished  rodsmen,  and  angling  is  the 
amusement  they  enjoy  most  after  their  killing 
duties. 

The  competitors  are  placed  six  yards  apart,  and 
when  thus  arrayed  in  battle  order,  inspectors 
come  round  glancing  at  the  preparations.  On  the 
umpire  being  satisfied  that  all  is  ready,  he  gives 
the  solemn  command — “ Commence.”  From  this 
moment  the  brave  stand  motionless,  but  occasion- 
ally indulge  in  unscriptural  utterances,  especially 
if  bites  are  only  to  be  recorded.  Spectators  are 
allowed  to  look  on,  but  are  forbidden  to  interfere ; 
the  true  rodsman  remains  as  mute  as  a Trappist. 
If  he  chances  to  overhear  a joke  or  a bit  of  wit, 
he  smiles,  but  his  eyes  never  quit  the  floating 
cork — for  “time  is  money  for  him.” 

When  a gudgeon  is  hooked,  and  comes  up 
shining  and  spinning  round,  the  angler  does  not 
fail  to  call  the  inspector  to  witness  the  brilliant 
capture,  the  latter  duly  records  the  take  to  the 
happy  catcher's  account.  Thus  there  can  be  no 
cheating.  As  the  closing  hour  approaches  there 
are  endless  signs  of  mirth,  the  owners  of  fairly 
filled  cans  lookibut  say  nothing  ; those  with  only 
a little,  view  and  sigh  ; a few  bite  their  lips,  for 
there  are  many  forms  to  express  discontent. 
Eleven  o'clock  struck,  the  catching  ceases  ; each 
competitor  then  proceeds  to  the  umpire’s  box, 
where  he  empties  the  contents  of  his  “ bog”  can. 
The  fish  are  duly  weighed  and  counted, lor  the 
prizes  are  awarded  following  the  total  number 
and  weight  of  the  capture. 

Silver  medals  constitute  the  recompenses  ; as  a 
rule  it  is  an  outsider  who  generally  wins,  one,  in 
fact,  who  has  made  no  preparations  whatsoever, 
who  was  quartered  near  an  out-of-the-way  spor, 
and  who  laughed,  sang,  joked,  and  smoked 
during  the  three  hours  of  trial— of  Job’s 
patience.  The  unsuccessful  disperse  along  the 
river  side  to  fish  until  sunset;  then  they  plod 
their  weary  homeward  way,  resolved  to'  have 
their  revenge  at  the  “ next  merry  meeting.” 

Besides  fishing  in  the  River  Seine,  several  of 
the  lakes  of  the  Bois  de  Boulogne  are  let  out  for 
fishing;  the  anglers  in  this  case— unlike  the 
pastime  for  the  Seine,  which  is  free,  perhaps  the 
only  untaxed  amusement  in  the  capital— have  to 
pay  a licence  of  20fr.  a year.  The  fish  in  these 
and  similar  lakes  and  ponds  comprise  carp,  pike, 
eels,  &c.,  and  are  besides  principally  reared  for 
market  purposes,  and  sold  at  wholesale  prices, 
from  4d.  to  8d.  per  pound. 

Although  professional  fishermen  only  make  use 
of  nets  in  rivers,  amateurs  can  also  do  so  on  their 
pajing  a certain  sum  for  a special  licence,  but 
they  prefer  the  rod  and  line.  Angling  is  a sport 
which  has  the  advantage  of  allowing  people  to 
indulge  in  it  all  the  year  round,  save  those 
months — limited  to  two  in  Paris — when  the 
closed  season  is  decreed;  this  closed  season 
varies  with  the  locality  and  kind  of  fish  peculiar 
to  the  river.  Though  some  people  may  believe 
that  angling  is  next  to  impossible  during  the 
winter  months,  yet  many  indulge  in  the  favourite 
amusement,  during  even  severe  weather,  regard- 
less of  catching  cold  whilst  standing  still,  and 
frost  on  the  ground.  I cannot  say  they  are 
recompensed  satisfactorily  for  their  heroic  energy 
or  perseverance,  for  during  such  weather  fish 
generally  remain  quiet  and  lie  deep  down. 


It  is  in  spring,  when  rivers  are  in  flood,  that 
fish  are  most  easily  netted  and  caught  by  ground 
lines.  For  fly-fishing  the  water  must,  of  course, 
be  clear,  so  as  to  enable  the  fish  to  perceive  the 
artificial  fly  and  make  a grab  at  it.  The  best 
time  for  rod  fishing  is  from  sunrise  to  nine  or  ten 
o’clock,  and  in  the  afternoon  from  two  or  three 
till  the  shades  of  evening  close  in.  In  hot 
weather  fish  seek  the  cool  and  shelter  of  the 
bottom  of  the  river,  settle  among  weeds,  and 
decline  to  come  up.  Stormy,  heavy,  and  cloudy 
weather  is,  on  the  contrary,  good  for  angling,  for 
the  fish  then  appear  to  be  excited — perhaps  by 
electricity — and  display  then  a ravenous  or  reck- 
less appetite. 

The  Marne  side  of  the  Seine  is  considered  the 
best  for  fishing  round  Paris  ; Pecq,  near  St 
Germain,  the  once  residence  of  Henri  IV.,  is 
equally  a noted  neighbourhood  for  fishing.  Of 
course,  at  all  the  above  places,  both  boats,  rods, 
lines,  &c.,  can  be  hired.  Chantilly,  Fontainbleau, 
Versailles,  and  St.  Cloud,  are  celebrated  for  their 
carp.  At  the  latter  village  they  are  preserved 
in  boat-tanks  by  the  proprietors  of  the  hotels,  in 
order  to  have  fish  ever  ready  ; one  hotel-keeper, 
in  a gush  to  show  off  his  zeal  to  serve  his  clients, 
fell  into  his  own,  and  so  joined  the  “great 
majority.”  The  historic  Duke  of  Clarence  was 
drow'ned  in  a butt  of  Malmsey  wine — according 
to  popular  belief. 

The  right  to  fish  in  lakes,  rivers,  &c.,  in  France, 
belongs  either  to  the  State  or  to  private  proprie- 
tors ; the  latter  can  own  all  ponds  or  waterways 
connecting  with  a navigable  or  shallow  river,  or 
such  blanches  of  rivers  or  streams  that  they 
may  take  a fancy  to  guard.  As  a rule,  the  owner 
of  land  on  the  side  of  a river  or  canal,  can  claim 
the  right  to  fish  as  far  as  into  the  middle  of 
either,  but  cannot  exclude  a third  party  from 
fishing  who  may  possess  anterior  rights.  Every 
angler  with  rod  is  free  to  fish  in  all  rivers  and 
canals,  save  during  the  breeding  season.  If  he 
fishes  then  with  a net  or  line  he  can  be 
fined  from  20fr.  to  lOOfr.  It  is  not  lawfully 
permitted  to  fix  the  rod  in  the  ground  and  let 
the  line  float;  the  rod  must  be  held  in  the  hand. 
Whoever  throws  into  the  water  “ drugs  ” or  bait 
of  a nature  to  intoxicate  or  destroy  the  fish, 
becomes  subject  to  a penalty  varjiug  from  30fr. 
to  JOOfr.,  and  imprisonment  from  one  to  three 
months,  and  whoever  fishes  during  night-time 
can  be  fined  from  JOfr.  to  200fr.  Further,  the 
river  police  inspector’s  report  on  the  infraction 
of  the  regulations  is  ever  accepted  as  conviction 
itself. 

During  the  1870-71  siege  of  Paris  there  were 
aged  amateurs  who  went  fishing  daily  in  the 
Seine;  and  at  Auteuil  one  man,  nicknamed 
“ Simon  Peter,”  stood  to  his  rod,  notwithstanding 
that  shells  were  passing  and  hissing  over  his 
head  ! 


tackle  I was  using.  With  one  burst  betook  out 
nea.rly  all  my  line.  It  was  one  of  those  runs 
which  one  often  reads  of  but  rarely  sees — a jour- 
nalistic run  in  fact ; and  at  the  end  of  the  run 
there  was  a great  leap  in  the  air  which  made  my 
heart  stand  still  for  a moment.  A gallant  little 
fish.  I have  had  less  sport  with  salmon  double 
its  size.  I had  nearly  brought  him  up  to  the  land- 
ing net  when  he  took  one  more  run,  which  did  for 
him,  and,  after  various  manifestations  of  annoy- 
ance and  irritation,  he  yielded  up  himself  and 
was  knocked  on  the  head;  quite  the  gamest, 
plumpest,  and  generally  most  delightful  grilse 
which  ever  fell  to  my  lot.  But  my  pleasures  on 
St.  Izaak’s  Day  were  by  no  means  unalloyed,  for 
after  dinner  came  the  parting  from  kind  friends 
and  a long  drive,  partly  over  wet  sands  (the  tide 
being  out)  in  the  dark,  the  rest  through  gloomy 
peat  bogs.  

Then  followed  the  calm  quiet  of  a fine  weather 
sail  across  the  lively  Minch,  through  the  sounds 
of  Skye  and  Mull,  round  Kintyre,  and  up  the 
Clyde.  A lovely  voyage,  ending  with  more  or 
less  of  an  adventure  at  Glasgow.  I had  left  my 
“ Kodak”  with  a macintosh  strapped  to  it  in  the 
left  luggage  office,  and  on  returning  after  dinner 
missed  them,  and  was  told  that  they  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  police.  “ Oh,”  thought  I,  “ so  the 
smart  Glasgow  detectives  have  taken  my  harm- 
less camera  for  an  infernal  machine  ! ” But  it 
was  not  so.  On  the  other  hand,  the  handsome 
leather  case  in  which  the  Kodaks  are  carried  had 
been  supposed  by  a foreign  gentleman  hailing 
from  Belgium  to  be  a jewel  case,  so  off  he  had 
marched  with  it  under  his  arm.  This  a detective 
explained,  adding  that  I should  have  to  stop  in 
Glasgow  some  time  to  identify  my  property 
before  the  sheriff  But  boldly  assuming  a know- 
ledge of  Scotch  law  which  I did  not  possess,  I 
assured  the  detective  that  he  was  quite  wrong, 
and  that  the  luggage  office  clerks  were  all  the 
witnesses  required.  So  he  let  me  go,  not  knowing, 
indeed,  how  to  stop  me.  As  many  anglers  carry 
Kodaks,  I would  add  this  moral : Keep  your 
Kodaks  in  safe  places,  and  out  of  sight  of  foreign 
gentlemen  who  are  better  acquainted  with  jewel 
cases  than  hand  cameras. 
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_St.  Izaak  has  given  way  to  St.  Sol,  who  has 
reigned  with  all  majesty  and  power  during  the 
last  few  days.  Even  in  the  country  the  heat  has 
been  almost  unbeara'ole,  in  towns  it  must  have 
been  deadly.  The  result,  of  course,  has  not  been 
favourable  as  regards  fishing  in  England,  even  the 
heat-loving  gudgeon  andthebasking  chub  retiring 
to  shady  places  out  of  the  way  of  hooks  and  lines. 
The  Thames  is  low  and  next  door  to  streamless, 
except  in  a few  narrow,  shallow  places.  Weed 
are  growing  out  in  the  navigable  channel  where 
never  weeds  grew  before  in  the  memory  of  man. 
With  the  thermometer  at  80  degrees  and  over  in 
the  shade,  combined  with  low  water,  some  con- 
siderable destruction  of  fish  life  from  fungoid 
growths  is  not  improbable. 


Tue  reform  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board  is 
now  assured.  The  House  of  Lords  has  had  to  give 
way,  and  the  London  County  Council  will  be  en- 
titled to  have  three  representatives  on  the  board. 
In  addition,  the  County  Councils  of  Middlesex, 
Essex,  Kent,  and  Surrey  will  be  entitled  to  one 
conservator  each.  Such  an  infusion  of  new  blood 
cannot  but  fail  to  do  good.  In  the  Bill  it  has 
also  been  conjointly  arranged  by  the  Houses  of 
Lords  and  Commons  that  there  shall  be  a 
clause  binding  the  conservators  to  introduce  a 
Bill  within  four  years  to  make  themselves  tru'y 
representative  of  the  many  thousands  of  people 
who  supply  the  large  income  which  is  at  their 
disposal.  If  the  conservators  fail  to  do  this  the 
London  County  Council  will  be  empowered  to  do 
ir.  That  the  two  Houses  of  Lords  and  Commons 
should  after  conference  together  decide  upon 
this  arrangement,  fully  justifies  the  remarks  I 
have  made  in  this  column  as  to  the  necessity  of 
reform  in  the  Thames  Conservancy. 


Little  more  than  one  short  week  ago  I was 
breathing  soft,  sweet,  cool  Hebridean  breezes, 
even  grumbling  a little  because  the  thermometer 
had  risen  from  54  degrees  to  62  degrees.  I 
devoted  St.  Izaak’s  Day  to  fishing  a new  loch,  by 
which  I mean  a loch  which  was  newly  fished,  it 
being  itself  many  centuries  old.  There  had  been 
great  luns  of  sea-trout  in  the  western  islands 
(ihoughsalmon  were  andarevery  scarce), and  there 
was  the  possibility  that  some  had  found  their  way 
up  a burn  into  this  sheet  of  water.  It  was  a 
pleasant  surprise  to  hook  a grilse  on  the  fine 


Anglers  and  all  sympathisers  with  the  Irish 
in  their  difficulties  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  Mr. 
F.  W.  Crossley  is  engaged  in  considering  the 
best  means  of  developing  the  tourist  access  to 
Ireland.  The  Lord  Lieutenant,  writing  on  the 
subject,  stated  that  his  recent  tour  through  the 
country  had  convinced  him  of  the  great  advan- 
tages which  would  follow  if  better  travelling 
facilities  were  afforded.  Something  more,  how- 
ever, than  travelling  facilities  are  necessary. 
Anglers  and  ordinary  tourists  alike  require 
better  and,  I think  I may  say,  cheaper  accommo- 
dation than  is  now  generally  afforded.  I have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  if  the  railway  com- 
panies were  to  supply  decent  third  class  carriages 
instead  of  the  dirty  cattle  trucks  which  now 
prevail,  and  if  modest,  clean,  comfortable  inns 
were  established  in  the  best  angling  centres, 
there  would  be  such  a flow  of  anglers  and  others 
into  the  country  that  we  should  be  a long  way 
towards  removing  that  state  of  impoverishment 
which  is  the  curse  of  the  country. 
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ANGLING  FIXTURES, 

August  20.  

Amicable  Brothers;  Match  at  Woking. 

Amicable  Waltonians:  Annual  dinner. 

Battersea  Friendly  : Match  at  Woking. 

Bostonians  : Match  at  Pangbourne. 

Earlsfield:  Outing  to  Byfleet. 

Eustonians  : Outing  to  Whitstable. 

Horseferry  : Match  at  Chelmsford. 

Hounsfield  : Outing  to  Harlow. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society  ; Match  at  Wateringbury, 
Pixie  : Match  at  Egham. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials  ; Match  at  Welsh  Harp. 
Stepney  ; Match  at  Dagenham. 

South  London  : Match  at  Pulborough. 

W’aggoners  : Match  at  Byfleet. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  : Match  at  Yalding. 
Walworth  Waltonians  : Match  at  Selham. 
Westminster : Outing  to  Horley. 

United  Brothers  : Match  in  the  Medway. 

August  21. 

Anglers’  Association  : Delegate  meeting. 

Globe  : Smoking  concert. 

Good  Intent : Dinner  at  Eye  House. 

St.  John’s  : Visit. 

August  22. 

Gresham  : Heading  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Close. 

August  24. 

West  London  : Match. 

August  25. 

Anglers’  Benevolent : Committee  meeting. 

August  26. 

Forest  Gate  : Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 


FIXTURES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

Aug.  27. — Crown  and  Buckland  : Match  at  Amberley. 

,,  27. — Great  Yarmouth  Working  Men’s  A.S.  : 

Outing  to  Norwich. 

,,  27. — Original  Alexandra  ; Ma  tch  at  Cheshunt. 

,,  27. — West  London  : Match. 

[' ,,  2’7. — Pixie  Brothers  : Match  at  Wateringbury. 

„ 27. — Eodney  : Outing  to  Amberley. 

,,  27. — St.  John’s  : Annual  dinner. 

,,  28. — Havelock:  Visit. 

,,  28. — Islington  Brothers  : Concert. 

,,  28. — Westminster  ; Match  at  Horley. 

Sept.  2. — Seymour  Brothers  : Outing  at  Walton. 

,,  3. — Amicable  Excelsior  : Match  on  the  Medway. 

,,  3. — Phoenix  : Match  at  Amberley. 

„ 10. — Camden  • Break  outing. 

,,  10. — Preservation  Sunday. 

„ 11. — Lincoln  : Concert. 


TIDE  TABLES. 


The  old  house  in  Fleet-street  in  which  Izaak  Walton 
at  one  time  resided  has  made  way  for  a handsome  and, 
we  may  say,  palatial  structure,  which  is  now  occupied 
as  the  new  offices  of  the  Christian  Olobe.  This  fact 
alone  may  justify  the  proprietors  of  that  highly  popular 
and  extensively  circulated  journal  in  presenting  their 
readers  with  two  well-executed  engravings  of  the  “ old 
house  and  the  new.”  But  it  also  shows  the  esteem  in 
which  our  dear  ‘‘  uncanonised  ” Saint  Izaak  is  held  by 
other  than  followers  of  the  gentle  master,  when  such  a 
paper  as  the  Christian  Olobe,  always  up  to  date,  pro- 
duces suc’n  a charming  engraving  of  the  author  of 
“The  Corapleat  Angler,”  and  finds  so  much  that  is 
worthy  of  imitation  as  to  devote  a full  page  to  the 
biography  of  the  man  whose  300th  birthday  was,  on 
Aug.  9,  celebrated  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  land. 

«*##** 

Mr.  Jeffery,  of  the  Epsom  Angling  Society,  writes 
me  from  Loddon,  Norwich: — “We  are  having  fine  fun 
down  here.  We  took  20st.  of  bream  and  roach  in 
three  days,  and  still  going  on.  We  have  a long  day 
to-morrow — start  at  4 a.m.,  and  fish  all  the  day.  1 have 
just  sent  on  to  the  Epsom  Angling  Society,  for  setting- 
up, five  bream,  weighing  171b.,  caught  between  Cantley 
and  Eeedham.  I have  astonished  the  natives  with  my 
lines  and  Nottingham  reels.  They  think  of  starting 
light  tackle  now,  after  having  used  all  their  lives  very 
thick  gut  and  large  hooks.” 

* * # * # 

The  following  idea  of  Mr.  Ripley  Hitchcock  is  well 
worthy  the  attention  of  our  young  fly  fishermen,  says 
American  Fishing  Gazette  : “ When  the  learner  becomes 
accustomed  to  handling  his  rod,  he  must  try  to  perfect 
himself  in  two  matters  of  great  importance— accuracy 
and  delicacy.  Place  a small  piece  of  paper  fifteen  or 
twenty  feet  away,  and  aim  at  making  the  knot  in  the 
end  of  the  line  fall  easily  and  quietly  upon  it.  Your 
efforts  will  be  aided  if  you  will  raise  the  point  of  the  rod 
a trifle  just  as  the  forward  impulse  of  the  line  is  spent, 
and  the  line  itself  is  straightened  in  the  air  for  an 
instant  in  front.  This  is  a novel  kind  of  target  shooting, 
but  its  usefulness  will  be  realised  when  the  angler  finds 
it  necessary  to  drop  his  flies  lightly  just  over  the  head 
of  some  wary  trout. 

* * # * # * 

A Plymouth  contemporary  says  that  Mr.  D.  Mackin- 
tosh, at  present  at  the  Godolphin  Hotel,  Marazion, 
recently  caught  four  large  bass  with  rod  and  line  off  the 
Top  Te'ib  rocks.  Two  weighed  over  111b.  each,  and  the 
others  71b.  each.  On  the  same  evening  Captain  the  Hon 
Edward  St.  Aubyn  inclosed  175  red  mullet  in  a net  close 
to  the  pier  of  Sc.  Michael’s  Mount,  and  no  one  remem- 
bers when  a similar  catch  of  mullet  was  taken  at  the 
Mount. 

**««»* 


Add 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below. 

/'55  min.  for  Kew. 

\ 75  ,,  ,,  Richmond. 

Add<80  „ ,,  Twicken- 

I ham. 

^85  ,,  ,,  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


'30  min.  for  Chelsea. 

i40  „ „ Putney. 

45  „ ,,  Hammer- 

' smith. 

■-50  ,,  ,,  Barnes. 


Saturday,  Aug. 
Sunday,  ,, 

Monday,  ,, 
Tuesday,  ,, 
Wednesday,  ,, 
Thursday,  ,, 
Friday,  „ 


19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


Morning. 

6.29 
7.11 
8.  3 
9 20 
10.50 

0.37 


Evening. 

6.49 
7.35 
8 37 
10.  6 
11.31 
0.  8 
1.  0 


High  Water  at  Amberley  and  Pulborough. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Aug.  19  7.  9 7.29 

Sunday,  ,,  20  7.51  8.15 

Monday,  ,,  21  8.43  9.17 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley. 

Pulborough  will  be  two  hours  forty  minutes  later. 


JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAY. 


At  the  Anglers’  Association  Delegate  Meeting,  which 
will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next  at  Foresters’ 
Hall,  some  important  business  will  be  brought  on  for  dis- 
cussion. 

****** 

The  annual  general  collection  on  behalf  of  the  Pre- 
servation Fund  has  been  arranged  to  take  place  on 
Sept.  10. 

****** 

Mr.  E.  T.  Sachs  has  sent  a case  to  the  Piscatorial 
Society  containing  the  skin  of  a321b.  lake  trout,  which 
is  on  view  for  any  angler  who  may  care  to  see  this 
monster.  The  inscription  on  the  case  is  as  follows  : 
“ Lake  trout,  321b.,  caught  by  Lieut  -Col.  Andrew 
Haggard,  in  Lake  Nepigon,  Ontario,  16th  September, 
1892.”  Col.  Haggard  is  brother  to  Rider  Haggard,  the 
famous  novelist. 


Apropos  of  the  tercentenary  of  Izaak  Walton,  an  inci- 
dent may  be  recalled  which  was  related  a year  or  two 
ago.  A well-known  publishing  house  in  Boston  had 
brought  out  an  edition  of  the  “ Angler.”  Some  time 
after,  they  received  a letter  sent  to  '■heir  address  for 
“ Izaak  Walton,  Esq.”  It  came  from  a firm  who  supply 
authors  with  clippings  of  press  notices.  Wa,lton  was 
assured  that  his  book  was  attracting  considerable  notice, 
and  his  correspondents  offered  to  send  him  extracts 
from  all  papers  published  in  the  States  and  Canada. 


* * * * * 


Anglers  are  of  diverse  natures,  each  withhis  hobby  or 
favourite  line  of  fishing.  Some  prefer  to  fish  in  salt 
water,  others  in  fresh,  while  many  look  down  upon  the 
bait-fisher  and  turn  up  their  noses  at  any  lure  except  the 
artificial  fly  ; and  then,  again,  the  angler’s  equipment 
and  the  fish  sought  for  vary  with  the  locality  fished  in, 
and  the  former  very  often  varies  with  the  whims  of  the 
angler. 

****** 


The  following  long-distance  casts  were  made  by  Mr.  E. 
Holzman,  with  a 2Joz.  sinker,  18-thread  linen  line,  2.0 
improved  patent  reel,  and  8ft.  8in.  bamboo  rod,  at  New 
Dorp,  America,  on  level  ground,  with  the  wind  ten  con- 


secutive casts : 

CASTS. 

1st  

2nd  

3rd  (fouled)  ... 

4th  

5th  


* 


FT.  IN, 

CASTS.  FT.  IN. 

240 

6th  255 

257  4 

7 th  246 

. 165 

8th  ‘271  9 

. 245 

9th  2.57  4 

253 

10th 256 

# # 

* * * 

The  Pontypridd  Railway  Disaster. — A claim  for 
dglOOO  has  been  received  by  Messrs.  Cassell  and  Co.  from 
the  representatives  of  Mr.  W.  A.  Williams,  of  Llantwit 
Main  Cottage,  Llantrisant,  who  met  with  his  death  in 
this  accident.  It  is  stated  that  Mr.  Williams  had  duly 
signed  and  left  at  home  a copy  of  Cassell  s Saturday 
Journal  of  Aug.  9.  The  matter  is  now  being  investi- 
gated by  the  Provident  Clerks  and  General  Accident  In- 
surance Company  Limited. 


* * * * * 


A TURTLE  was  captured  in  North  Andover  in  1870,  and, 
owing  to  its  large  size,  the  year  was  then  cut  into  its 
shell.  He  was  not  seen  again  for  ten  years.  Since 
then  dates  bearing  1880,  1885,  1888,  and  1891  were 
marked  on  a metal  tag  attached  to  the  turtle  s shell. 
The  other  day  he  was  found  in  Salem,  and  1893  was 
added  to  the  long  list.  It  i»  said  he  is  forty  years  of 
age. 
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A FISH  dealer  in  Brooklyn  has  a large  glass  tank  filled 
with  big  fish  in  his  window.  A bird  of  the  stork  species 
stands  perpetually  on  a bar  thrown  across  the  tank  and 
watches  the  movement  of  the  carii  and  eels  with  intense 
interest,  but  as  he  is  loaded  with  small  dead  fish  every 
morning  he  never  tries  to  capture  the  living  ones. 

****** 

Mr.  J.  B.  Close  has  recently  taken  a nice  grayling  of 
lib.  lOJoz.  from  the  Hampshire  Avon.  Mr.  Hesse  (who 
is  setting  up  this  handsome  fish),  fishing  at  Kelvedon  on 
Tuesday,  had  fifteen  roach,  weighing  91b.,  which,  con- 
sidering the  weather,  may  be  regarded  as  fair  sport. 

****** 

A member  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society  (Mr.  A.  W. 
Parker),  writes  me:  “I  visited  St.  Neots  on  Tuesday 
last,  but  the  day  being  excessively  hot  sport  was  not 
good.  I took  one  bream  l|lb.  Mr.  A.  Scard,  of  the 
Angel,  catered  to  our  entire  satisfaction  ; he  provides 
punts,  another  house  supplies  boats.  Mr.  Scard  is  the 
angler’s  friend.  The  Ouse  is  a grand  river,  and  the 
scenery  very  beautiful  on  both  its  banks  ; it  also  holds 
immense  quantities  of  fish,  which  could  be  seen,  although 
we  could  not  catch  them.” 

****** 

We  have  it  on  good  authority  that  there  is  very  good 
fishing  to  be  had  at  Earith  Bridge  this  season — good 
jack,  bream,  chub,  roach,  and  dace.  A few  good  jierch 
have  taken  minnows.  Mr.  Bedford,  of  the  Plough  Inn, 
is  a good  sportsman,  and  accommodates  anglers  most 
satisfactorily  on  most  reasonable  terms.  The  weeds  are 
now  cut,  and  prospects  good. 

****** 

The  secretary  of  the  Brentford  and  District  Pis- 
catorial Society  requests  us  to  state  that  the  society 
rents  a stretch  of  water  some  miles  in  extent  from  the 
Grand  Junction  Canal  Company,  from  Brentford  to 
Hanwell.  The  fishing  now  is  fairly  good,  several  takes 
of  bream  and  roach  have  been  made  between  King’s 
Lock  and  Hanwell.  The  society  imposes  a charge  of 
sixpence  to  fish,  and  any  sums  so  received  we  use  in 
paying  expenses  connected  with  the  water  and  stocking 
with  fish.  The  water  is  only  a few  minutes’  walk  from 
the  Brentford  Station  on  the  L and  S.W  R.  and 
G.W.R.  Tickets  are  obtainable  at  the  club-house  (Castle 
Hotel,  Brentford),  or  from  any  of  the  lock-keepers,  or 
from  any  member  along  the  banks. 

****** 

The  celebrated  wasp  grub  provider,  Mr.  J.  Pickersgill, 
of  Leeds,  has  secured  a nice  stock  of  chestnut,  sorrell, 
and  white  hair.  Hehasas  much  as  will  make  1000  roach 
bottoms,  and  will  send  300  unpicked  for  4i.  9d.,  picked 
2s.  and  3s.  a packet  (some  29  inches  long).  He  says  : 
“ It  would  be  a nice  pastime  for  those  who  might  wish 
to  sort  it  out.”  When  held  up  to  the  light  it  is  a nice 
colour,  and,  judging  from  the  sample  received,  it  should 
be  readily  bought  up,  as  good  hair  is  exceedingly  rare. 

****** 

The  annual  open  roving  fishing  contest  (starting 
from  Amberley)  will  take  place  on  August  27,  for  a 
series  of  valuable  prizes.  List  of  prizes  ; 1st,  £2 ; 
2nd,  ,£1  lOs.  ; 3rd.  £1;  4th,  15s.;  5th,  12s.;  6th, 
lOs.  6d.  ; 7th,  10s.  6d.  ; 8th,  lOs.  ; 9th,  10s  ; 10th,  lOs.  ; 
specimen  bream,  5s.  ; specimen  roach,  gent’s  dressing 
case.  Entrance  fee,  6d.,  which  will  be  added  to  the 
prizes.  No  live  bait  to  be  used.  Jack,  eels,  pope,  dabs, 
bleak,  and  gudgeon  barred.  Thames  measure.  All 
competitors  must  get  their  tickets  stamped  at  the 
Houghton  Bridge  Inn  before  starting.  Tickets  to  be 
had  of  Mr.  A.  A.  Eldridge  only,  at  the  Rose  and  Crown, 
21,  Goswell-road.  Entries  close  at  11.30  p.m.,  Saturday, 
August  26. 

****** 

Between  sixty  and  seventy  competitors  fished  the 
Slough  and  Langley  Canal  on  the  13th  inst.,  the 
occasion  being  a match  promoted  by  Mr.  Cook, 
of  the  Brick  makers’  Arms,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
sufferers  in  the  Skegness  disaster.  The  sport  was 
somewhat  tame ; but  this  was  attributed  to  the 
excessively  hot  day.  However,  twenty-four  out  of 
twenty-seven  prizes  were  taken  as  follows : Mr. 
Shepherd,  1;  Mr.  Hawkes,  2;  Mr.  Saunders,  3; 
Mr.  Taylor,  4;  Mr.  Hare,  5;  H.  Morridge,  6;  Mr. 
Comely  (better  known  as  Chaser),  7 ; Mr.  Anstead,  8 ; 
Mr.  Vallis,  9 ; C.  Turner,  10  ; Mr.  Stone,  11 ; Mr.  Shew, 
12  • Mr.  Carpenter,  13  ; Mr.  E.  Jackson,  14 ; Mr.  Kirk, 
15  ; Mr.  West,  16  ; Mr.  Stevens,  17 ; Mr.  Hiscock,  18  ; 
A.  Moeridge,  19 ; J.  Gibbs,  20 ; R.  Challon,  21  ; 
Mr.  Collin,  22;  Mr.  Crawley,  23;  Mr.  Alder  24. 
One  pound  was  collected  during  the  day,  which  will  be 
forwarded  to  the  jiroper  authorities.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cook,  Mr.  Abrahams,  and  all  connected  with  the  pro- 
motion of  this  competition  are  deserving  of  the  bight  st 
nraise.  DRAGNET. 


The  boy  had  been  sitting  three  hours  watching  the 
bob  on  bis  fish  line,  when  the  man  came  along.  ^ ‘ What 
are  you  doing  there  P ” said  the  man.  “ Fishin^,  said 
the  boy.  “ Got  anything? ” said  the  man.  r es. 
“What?”  said  the  man.  “Patience,  said  the  boy  : 
and  the  man  off’ered  him  a pound  a week  to  come  down 
to  Liverpool-street  Station  and  answer  questions. 

A LITTLE  boy  who  was  nearly  starved  by  a stingy 
uncle,  with  whom  he  lived,  meeting  a lank  greyhoiiiid 
one  day  in  the  street,  was  asked  by  his  guardian  what 
made  the  dog  so  thin.  After  reflecting,  the  little  boy 
rejilied,  “ I suppose  he  lives  with  his  uncle.’ 


1G6 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


[August  19,  1893 


IProvincial  notes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  arrangements  for  the  forthcoming  gi’eat  contest 
at  Pershore  are  nearly  completed.  1500  railway  tickets 
have  been  received  from  the  G.W.E.  Co.,  and  1200  con- 
test tickets  are  in  circulation.  Two  special  trains  have 
been  chartered,  which  will  leave  Bordesley  at  6.20  and 
6.40,  Birmingham,  6.35  and  6.50,  and  Hockley  at  6.40 
and  6.55.  The  return  trains  will  leave  Pershore  at 
7.40  and  8 p.m.  All  contest  tickets  must  be  paid  for 
on  Saturday,  Sept.  2,  and  all  those  retained  after  this 
date  will  be  charged  for,  but  railway  tickets  will  be 
sold  up  till  the  departure  of  the  trains.  Contest 
tickets,  6d.  each  ; railway  tickets,  2s.  Od.  each.  The  Ship 
Inn,  High-street,  will  be  the  headquarters  of  the  commit- 
tee. A large  marquee  will  be  erected  near  the  centre  of 
the  contest-ground,  where  refreshments  can  be  obtained. 
The  contest  will  be  fished  from  Pershore  weir  down 
river  towards  Defford.  A small  pleasure  steamer  will 
make  excursions  on  the  river  after  the  contest.  The 
prizes  will  be  above  the  average  in  value,  and  will  be 
on  view  at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel  on  Sept.  2. 
Railway  and  contest  tickets  may  be  had  from  the  com- 
mittee, and  every  Saturday  evening  prior  to  the  contest, 
at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield,  from  7 till 
10  o’clock. 

The  following  donations  have  been  received  towards 
the  cup  fund  —Messrs.  Showell  and  Sons,  Crosswell’s 
Brewery,  £'2  2s.  ; H.  Mitchell  and  Sou,  brewers,  £\  Is. ; 
W.  Butter,  Esq.,  Crown  Brewery,  .£1  Is.  ; W.  J. 
Blakey,  Esq.,  Editor  Nurthern  Angler,  £l  Is.  ; Messrs. 
Cooper  and  Sons,  fish  mounters,  lOs.  fid. ; E.  B.  Marston, 
Esq.,  Editor  Pisthing  Gazette,  5s.  Other  amounts  have 
been  promised,  which,  when  received,  will  appear  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette. 

The  Vine  Unity  Club  (Vine  Inn,  Carver-street,  Bir- 
mingham) have  decided  to  fish  their  annual  contest  at 
Droitwieb  on  Saturday  afternoon,  Aug.  26  next.  This 
club  has  a splendid  lot  of  prizes. 

Early  in  the  morning  or  late  in  the  evening  is  the 
only  time  to  do  any  good  fishing.  For  pool  fishing, 
stone  bait.  On  the  Avon,  red  wheat  (stowed). 

A general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association  will  be  held  on  Thursday  evening,  Aug.  24, 
to  conclude  the  excursion  and  contest  business. 

The  Alliance  Society  held  a special  general  meeting 
on  Monday  evening  last  to  make  arrangements  for  their 
annual  contest.  Mr.  Pearsall  presided.  The  date  of 
the  contest  was  fixed  for  Sept.  24  next,  and  the  place 
selected  was  Kingsbury.  It  was  also  decided  that  one 
shilling  per  member  be  taken  from  the  funds  of  the 
society  for  the  purchasing  of  prizes.  This  was  supple- 
mented by  several  donations  given  during  the  evening 
by  several  gentlemen  friends.  A number  of  prizes  were 
on  view,  which  will  be  considerable  augmented  previous 
to  the  contest.  


FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

The  heavy  rain  of  Wednesday  last  week  scut  a nice 
flush  down  the  Hove,  Wye  and  Derwent,  while  most  of 
the  brooks  were  similarly  affected  and  the  Trent  also 
showed  a slight  rise.  Fly  fishing  was  for  some  time 
interfered  with  except  on  the  Wye  in  which  some  fair 
baskets  were  made,  but  in  the  Derwent  bottom  fishers 
had  good  baskets.  In  the  Darley  Dale  Club  waters 
some  good  bags  were  made.  On  the  Wye  fly  has  done 
fairly  well  since  the  rain  by  it,  and  good  baskets  have 
been  made  about  Bakewell. 

In  the  Trent  coarse  fishers  enjoy  fair  sport.  At 
present  most  sport  is  being  obtained  in  the  early 
morning.  Barbel  have  been  somewhat  “ off  ” during 
the  week.  Dace  have  been  feeding  fairly  w’elland  roach 
moderately.  At  King’s  Mills  and  Weston  matters  have 
been  very  quiet  but  one  Long  Eaton  angler  during  the 
week  has  had  an  average  of  a stone  per  day  of  dace, 
roach,  perch,  and  small  chub  and  perch.  Eels  are  now 
running  freely.  On  the  various  canals  matters  have 
been  quiet.  In  the  excellent  water  between  Willington 
Bridge  and  Swarkestone  some  very  good  bags  of  roach 
have  been  made  with  “ creed  ” wheat.  The  plague  of 
wasps  by  the  river  side  continues  unabated. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIREh 

The  continued  bright  hot  weather  is  at  last  beginning 
to  affect  the  angler’s  chance  of  sport  : nearly  all  the 
fen  waters  are  running  very  low  and  clear,  and  the  bags 
that  have  come  to  hand  since  last  week  have  shewn  an 
appreciable  difference  in  weight.  Along  some  of  the 
drains  the  bottom  weeds  are  again  growing  up,  thus 
increasing  the  difficulties  with  which  sportsmen  are 
just  now  beset.  It  is  necessary  to  use  the  finest  of  lines 
for  roach,  and  unless  anglers  take  the  trouble  to  bait  a 
swim,  the  success,  especially  in  the  middle  of  the  day 
is  by  no  means  assured.  Some  good  fish  have  succumbed 
in  the  early  mornings  and  during  the  evenings  to  the 
wasp  grub  (which  are  very  numerous  this  year).  An  ‘‘  old 
hand  ” who  returned  home  from  a fishing  expedition  on 
Monday  said  “ roach  won’t  even  look  at  a worm,  and 
it  is  difficult  just  now  to  takeouc  with  paste,  all  my  fish 
have  been  killed  with  the  wasp  grub  tipped  with 
gentles.”  This  was  Mr.  Kitchen,  whose  creel  contained 
five  brace  of  roach  averaging  jlb.  each.  Another 
angler,  Mr.  Dunn,  captured  !flb.  on  the  14th,  and  71b. 
on  the  15th.  These  are  the  best  reports  from  Forty- 
foot  fishermen  this  week.  Along  the  Witham  sport  con- 
tinues satisfactory,  though  there  is  a falling  off’  in  the 
number  of  visitors.  A bi-eam  of  5Jlb.  and  a brace  of 
tench  weighing  over  31b.  each,  were  caught  near  Tatter- 
shall  on  Tuesday.  There  will  probably  be  little,  if  any 


more  angling  this  season  in  the  Vernal ts  drain,  a 
favourite  water  fished  by  the  members  of  the  Spalding 
Angling  Association,  in  conseciuence  of  the  destruction 
of  fish  through  the  salt  water  finding  its  way  into  the 
drain.  Local  patrons  of  the  rod  and  line  are  therefore 
turning  their  attention  to  the  Welland  and  Glen. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

The  West  Cumberland  Fishery  Board  has  been  dis- 
cussing the  question  of  establishing  a hatchery  of  its 
own,  provided  the  necessary  funds  are  forthcoming.  At 
a meeting  on  Thursday  last,  Mr.  J.  Grice  made  a formal 
proposition  that  the  Board  adopt  measures  for  the 
hatching  of  trout  in  the  fishery.  He  said  he  had  not 
obtained  an  estimate,  but  a committee  might  be  ap- 
pointed to  go  into  the  matter.  After  some  considera- 
tion, four  gentlemen  were  deputed  to  make  the  neces- 
sary inquiries  as  to  the  cost  and  the  advisability  of  fish 
hatching,  and  also  as  to  a suitable  place  for  the 
purpose. 

At  the  time  of  writing,  and  for  some  days  past,  the 
weather  has  been  intensely  hot. 

The  Killington  Reservoir,  about  five  miles  east  of 
Kendal,  affords  a striking  example  of  the  drought.  On 
this  small  lake  are — or  rather  were — two  islands,  on  one 
of  which  the  herons  have  had  a colony  for  years.  So  low 
have  the  waters  fallen,  that  these  islands  are  now  part 
of  the  mainland. 

Not  much  has  been  done  in  Cumberland  amongst  the 
salmon  and  grilse,  the  latter  being  particularly  scarce. 
Amongst  the  most  successful  during  the  past  and  the 
present  week  are— Mr.  J.  D.  Eaig,  a grilse  of  71b.  ; Mr. 
'T.  Ritson,  two  sea-trout,  21b.  each  ; Mr.  J.  Ostle,  two 
sea-trout,  Ijlb.  and  21b.  ; Mr.  J.  Newman,  IJlb.  On 
the  Derwent,  Mr.  J.  Vickers  secured  a grilse  of  6 Jib., 
and  Mr.  J.  Bell  one  of  51b.  Messrs.  J.  Dickson  and  J. 
Walker  have  also  had  nice  baskets  of  sea-trout.  A few 
mort  have  been  killed  at  the  Waste,  on  the  Kent— Mr.  E. 
Garnet,  five,  and  Messrs.  Potter,  'Whitehead,  and  others, 
one  or  more  each.  


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

On  Saturday  last  the  members  of  the  Cambrian  Ang- 
ling Society  fished  a match  for  twelve  prizes.  The 
following  were  the  winners : Messrs.  G.  Walton,  H. 
Kerley,  T.  Fildes,  Sep.  J.  Higginson,  D.  Sinclair,  J. 
Lythgoe,  J.  Way.  Mr.  Moses  was  captain  and  referee. 
On  the  same  afternoon  the  Seedley  Anglers  were  out  in 
force  to  contest  for  numerous  and  valuable  prizes.  The 
following  were  the  winners  : 1st,  S.  Eccles ; 2nd,  E. 
Crapper  ; 3rd,  A.  Crapper ; 4th,  E.  Clinton;  5th,  W. 
Harrison;  6th,  W.  Thorpe.  The  delegate  meeting  of 
the  Oldham,  Ashton,  Stalybridge,  and  Dukinfield 
Amalgamation  was  held  at  the  Wharf  Tavern,  Dukin- 
field. For  a quarterly  meeting  the  agenda  was  rather 
full  and  important,  and  included  the  purchase  of  500 
bream  for  the  Bardesley  Canal,  and  the  proposal  to 
deepen  this  water  by  three  feet.  It  was  also  decided  to 
build  a fish  hatchery  and  prepare  a series  of  rearing 
ponds  for  the  fry.  The  application  of  the  Droylesden 
Anglers  for  admission  to  this  flourishing  association 
was  accepted.  Mr.  Hall  reports  the  profit  on  trip  to  be 
upwards  of  £&,  which  goes  to  the  stocking  fund. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

Our  waters  still  remain  in  fair  condition,  and  good 
baskets  are  being  taken  every  day. 

Roach  are  biting  fairly  well  at  Brnndall  and  Cantley, 
and  bream  at  Eeedham.  At  Buckenham  not  much  is 
being  done.  At  Cantley,  on  Thursday,  two  members  of 
the  Midland  Cafe  Angling  Club  took  seventy-seven 
roach,  twenty-five  of  which  weighed  over  lib.  each,  the 
total  weight  being  upwards  of  four  stone.  At  Eeedham, 
on  Saturday,  two  rods  took  six  stone  of  good  bream. 

At  Wroxham  and  other  stations  on  the  Bure  and 
Thurne  fair  baskets  of  roach  and  bream  have  been 
obtained.  I saw  a roach  at  Wroxham  on  Friday  which 
weighed  lib.  7Joz. 

The  Norwich  Angling  Club  held  their  annual  match 
on  Tuesday  last,  at  Buckenham.  The  cup  was  taken 
by  Mr.  G.  G.  Whincop,  with  just  over  one  stone  of 
roach  ; second  prize  by  Mr.  C.  Daniels.  Prospects  are 
still  good.  Best  baits  for  roach : Red  paste  on  the 
Bure  ; yellow  paste  on  the  Yare. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Never,  perhaps,  was  the  Trent  in  this  district  running 
at  so  low  a level  as  it  was  on  Wednesday.  Sport,  owing 
to  the  intense  heat,  has  been  indifferent. 

A few  barbel  and  eels  have  been  caught  in  the  Fisker- 
ton  waters,  and  eight  barbel  were  got  off  the  leger  line 
in  the  Flintham  preserves  on  Tuesday.  The  best  fish 
weighed  SJlb. 

There  has  been  less  doing  at  Holme  Pierrepont  and 
Colwick,  and  many  of  the  barbel  hooked  in  the  waters 
nearer  Nottingham  were  found,  on  landing,  to  have  been 
foul  hooked. 

The  High  Bank  swim  below  Beeston  weir  is  being 
poached  to  death  with  the  snatching  fraternity,  and  the 
lessee  of  the  Barton  length  ought  to  be  on  the  outlook 
for  a visit  from  the  same  gang. 

There  is  not  much  doing  at  either  Shardlow,  King’s 
Hills,  or  Sawley.  Barbel  are  certainly  off  the  feed,  and 
are  likely  to  be  pending  a change  in  the  hot  weather. 
They  are  best  taken  in  the  cool  of  the  evening. 

The  trout  poisoning  in  the  river  Greet,  which  joins 
the  Trent  at  Fiskerton,  took  place  between  the  mills  at 
Upton  and  Rolleston. 

On  Friday  night,  Aug.  11, 1 had  an  hour’s  fly-fishing 
on  the  Stour,  at  Canterbury,  with  Mr.  F.  G.  Nash,  hon, 
sec.  of  the  Stour  Association.  The  river  holds  any 


quantity  of  splendid  fish.  Mr.  Nash  is  anxious  to 
secure  a supply  of  grayling  from  one  of  the  Midland 
or  Northern  rivers.  Who  will  communicate  with  him  f 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

Trout  fishing  in  the  Severn  is  usually  quiet  during 
July  and  August,  and  this  season  has  proved  no  excep- 
tion to  the  rule.  Jack  fishing  has  been  a favourite 
pastime  since  the  rain. 

Ironbridge  anglers  have  been  doing  little  since  the 
death  of  Mr.  .1.  Lister,  whose  loss  to  the  club  will  be 
keenly  felt.  Several  members  joined  in  an  excursion  to 
Berrington,  and  spent  a very  enjoyable  da.y.  In  the 
evening,  they  adjourned  to  “ The  Fox,”  and  toasted  in 
silence  the  cherished  memory  of  Izaak  Walton.  A few 
members  who  devote  themselves  more  particularly  to 
fly-fishing,  have  become  connected  with  the  Shropshire 
Association. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a week  of  intense  heat  and  heavy 
thunderstorms,  and  sport  has  been  very  indifferent.  A 
great  many  anglers  have  tried  their  luck,  both  with  the 
fly  and  bottom  fishing,  but  the  takes  have  been  very 
small.  In  the  Teme  the  samlets  and  gudgeon  are  in 
thousands,  and  taking  any  and  every  bait,  and  are  a 
complete  nuisance.  We  have  had  on  several  mornings 
very  heavy  fogs,  and  a few  anglers  who  were  on  the 
water  early  had  some  decent  baskets  of  fish,  dace  and 
trout,  and  a few  grayling,  principally  with  the  maggot, 
and  until  we  get  some  fresh  water  in  the  rivers  sport 
cannot  be  expected  to  be  any  better. 

The  competition  for  the  fishing  tackle  and  boots  left 
by  the  late  Mr.  B.  Smith,  Worcester,  to  be  fished  for  by 
forty  anglers  of  Worcester,  took  place  on  Thursday,  in 
the  River  Teme,  at  Knightsford  Bridge.  The  late  Mr. 
Smith  left  a lot  of  valua'ble  fishing  tackle  and  the  para- 
phernalia of  the  angler  to  be  competed  for  by  his  brother 
rodsmen  of  Worcester.  In  addition  he  provided  that 
.£20  should  be  retained  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  outing  and 
also  of  a dinner,  to  which  the  competitors  and  a few 
friends  were  invited.  The  fishing  tackle  and  the  boots 
were  divided  into  fifteen  prizes.  At  the  dinner  Mr. 
A.  E.  Davis  presided,  and  Mr.  C.  Bullock  occupied  the 
vice-chair. 

The  winner  of  the  first  prize,  a large  rod  and 
umbrella,  was  Mr.  S.  Webb  ; the  second,  a rod,  Mr.  S. 
Robinson  ; third,  a fly  rod,  Mr.  W.  E.  Kendal ; fourth, 
fishing  boots,  Mr.  T.  Preece  ; fifth,  fly  rod,  Mr.  Gillham  ; 
sixth,  pair  of  boots,  Mr.  C.  Evans  ; seventh,  bag  and 
contents,  reels,  lines,  float.s,  Mr.  H.  Key  ; eighth,  rod, 
Mr.  E.  Millington  ; ninth,  box  and  contents,  Mr.  T. 
Price;  tenth,  basket,  Mr.  M.  G.  Thomasson  ; eleventh, 
landing  net,  Mr.  Brierley  ; twelfth,  bait  can,  Mr.  W. 
Smith  ; thirteenth,  pocket  rod,  Mr.  F.  Moore  ; four- 
teenth, large  umbrella,  Mr.  C.  Wall ; fifteenth,  basket, 
pair  of  boots,  and  leggings,  Mr.  A.  Barrs. 


FROM  IRELAND. 

DUBLIN. — Sport  in  Dublin  and  Kildare  districts  is 
almost  at  a standstill. 

On  a pond  at  Spratstown,  co.  Kildare,  the  effect  of 
the  lightning  last  Wednesday  was  such  that  all  the 
trout  in  it  were  found  dead  next  morning. 

Visitors  to  Lough  Mask  (co.  Galway)  have  enjoyed 
capital  sport. 

The  proprietor  of  the  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur  (Mr. 
Joyce),  will  give  a few  ‘‘  hints  ” to  visitors  as  to  how 
and  where  to  fish. 

First-rate  trout  fishing  may  be  had  on  some  of  the 
Irish  lakes  about  harvest  time  by  using  “ Daddy  Long- 
legs.” 

Boyle  is  a good  centre  for  autumn  trout  fishing,  large 
pike  and  perch.  In  Balisodare  River  there  is  good  salmon 
fishing  at  this  time  of  the  year,  but  permission  must  be 
obtained. 

The  Fishing  Gazette’s  splendid  special  Tercentenary 
number  last  week  elicited  the  highest  praise  from  all 
I have  come  in  contact  with,  and  who  say  it  was  a pro- 
duction of  the  highest  degree  of  excellence. 

KERRY.  If  anglers  have  been  complaining  hitherto 
of  low  water,  the  tning  is  now  the  other  way,  as  all  the 
lakes  are  now  far  above  the  ordinary  autumn  level. 

On  Waterville  Lake  the  fish  are  numerous,  but  the 
weather  and  water  have  not  been  favourable,  and  the 
peal  and  sea-trout  have  been  rising  badly. 

At  Killarney  no  salmon  have  been  had  since  last 
notes,  and  brown  trout  angling  has  been  bad. 

From  Rossbeigh  anglers  had  good  sport  on  the  rivers 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Rossbeigh  Hotel.  The 
rivers  in  this  district  have  again  fallen  very  low. 

The  brown  trout  angling  has  been  pretty  good  in  the 
Glencar  district,  and  a peal  or  salmon  occasionally  landed 
on  the  River  Cara. 

The  Innoy,  in  the  Waterville  district,  has  been  pretty 
heavily  fished,  but  sport  has  not  been  up  to  the  average. 
The  best  basket  for  the  week  has  been  one  of  two  salmon 
and  twenty  sea-trout. 

On  Coppal  Lake  sport  has  been  pretty  good  at  both 
white  and  brown  trout.  The  baskets  obtained  during 
the  past  week  ran  from  a dozen  to  three  dozen  trout. 

On  Waterville  river  sport  has  been  confined  to  salmon 
on  the  preserved  length,  and  privileged  anglers  have  had 
on  an  average  two  salmon  daily. 

The  details  of  sport  on  the  mountain  lakes  are  most 
encouraging.  The  average  baskets  all  round  are  about 
four  dozen  brown  trout,  and  the  average  weight  half  a 
pound. 

The  sea  fishing  on  the  Kerry  coast  has ’been  very 
good  since  Monday  last.  Anglers  using  either  rode  dr 
hand  lines  have  had  hampers  of  pollack  running  frouf 
dozen  to  thirty. 
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Mackerel  are  now  very  numerous  along  the  western 
coast  of  Ireland,  especially  along  the  Kerry  shores. 

, ULSTKK. — The  rain  has  swept  away  the  dirty  flax 
water,  and  brought  up  salmon  and  sea-trout  into  the 
river. 

The  pollen  flsheries  of  Lough  Neagh  are  vastly  im- 
proved, those  fish  being  more  plentiful  thau  heretofore. 
The  eel  fisheries  are  now  in  full  swing.  Coarse  fishing 
on  the  lakes  has  fallen  away  considerably.  A good 
many  anglers  are  on  the  moors  just  now. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH  BRITISH  WORKS’  PICNIC. 
The  employis  of  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  Alnwick, 
held  their  annual  picnic  on  Saturday  last,  at  Bamburgh. 
The  party  left  the  White  Swan  Hotel  in  three  brakes, 
and  after  a pleasant  drive  along  the  sea  coast  Bam- 
burgh was  reached,  where  luncheon  was  partaken  of,  and 
the  party  visited  the  fine  old  castle,  also  the  church,  and 
the  tomb  of  Grace  Darling.  At  the  Crewe  arms  Hotel 
an  excellent  meat  tea  was  provided,  after  which  a hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers 
for  their  generosity  in  providing  such  an  excellent 
spread  for  them.  The  party  returned  home  about  ten, 
all  having  thoroughly  enjoyed  themselves.  The  arrange- 
ments were  admirably  carried  out  by  Messrs.  J . Sharpe, 
J.  Colbron  and  A.  McCuteheon. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a list  of  piscatorial  patents,  which  is 
supplied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
Registered  Patent  Agents,  and  Attorneys  for  British, 
Colonial,  and  Foreign  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade 
Marks,  76,  Chancery-lane,  Holborn,  W.C.  All  inquiries 
answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers  : 
Applications. 

14,854.  Andrew  Clement  Baker,  of  20.  Barrington- 
road,  Brixton,  for  the  “S”  and  “D”  fly- 
fishing rod. 

16,106.  William  Henry  Foster,  of  Hamilton  House, 
Church-street,  Ashbourne,  for  an  improve- 
ment in  fly  and  hook  holders  used  by  anglers. 

Specification  Published. 

12,281.  Emmanuel  Oliver,  of  London,  for  an  improved 
joint  for  fishing  rods,  chimney  cleaning  rods, 
and  the  like. 


“ The  following  curious  incident,”  says  A.  N.  Cheney 
in  Forest  and  Stream,  “ happened  to  two  fishermen  only 
a short  time  ago,  and  as  they  related  it  to  me  I thought 
if  ever  a book  is  written  about  ‘ Strange  but  True 
Angling  Tales  ’ this  should  have  a place  in  it.  I once 
told  in  Forest  and  Stream  of  a somewhat  similar  incident 
that  occurred  in  Lake  George,  and  this,  too,  occurred  at 
the  same  lake.  Mr.  Alexander  Canfield  and  Mr.  C.  H. 
Hitchcock,  both  of  Glens  Palls,  were  fishing  for  pike 
(the  pickerel  of  this  State)  from  a bridge  over  Dunham’s 
Bay  Creek,  which  enters  the  lake  on  the  east  side  about 
four  miles  from  Caldwell.  Mr.  Hitchcock  tells  me  that 
e was  watching  a suspiciously  acting  individual  who  had 
a bag  that  looked  as  if  it  might  contain  a net,  and  stuck 
the  end  of  the  wood  reel  on  which  his  line  was  wound 
in  a crack  in  the  bridge  floor,  while  his  baited  hook 
remained  in  the  water.  He  returned  to  his  fishing  just 
as  there  was  a splashing  in  the  water  and  a sharp  noise 
of  wood  striking  wood  on  the  bridge.  The  splash  w.as 
made  by  a big  fish  jumping  in  the  creek  below  the  bridge 
W'ith  his  hook  in  its  jaw,  and  the  other  noise  was  the 
wood  reel  striking  the  rail  of  the  bridge  as  it  went 
overboard  into  the  water  below.  The  next  moment  the 
fish  headed  down  the  creek,  dragging  the  float,  line, 
and  wood  reel  behind.  Mr.  Canfield  watched  the 
rapidly  disappearing  float  and  reel,  while  Mr.  Hitchcock 
ran  around  by  the  road  to  the  nearest  house  on  the  bay 
for  a boat  at  least  a quarter  of  a mile  distant.  As 
quickly  as  possible  a boat  was  procured  and  he  rowed 
back  to  the  place  where  the  fish  was  supposed  to  bo. 
About  eighty  rods  out  in  the  bay  he  discovered  his  float 
as  it  occasionally  bobbed  to  the  surface,  and  he  chased 
it  until  he  was  tired.  Once  he  got  an  oar  under  the 
line  but  the  fish  was  off  like  a flash  before  he  could  get 
the  line  in  his  hand.  At  last  quite  by  chance  he  saw  his 
wood  reel  fast  in  the  weeds,  and  with  his  oar  secured  it 
and  pulled  in  the  line,  only  to  find  the  fish  gone  with  a 
good  portion  of  the  line,  including  the  cork  float.  Mr. 
Hitchcock  was  about  to  return  the  boat  to  the  landing 
and  give  up  the  search,  when  Mr.  Canfield,  who  was  still 
on  the  bridge,  called  to  him  that  he  could  see  his  lost 
float  coming  up  the  creek,  and  undoubtedly  the  fish  was 
towing  it.  Mr.  Hitchcock  as  quickly  as  possible  rowed 
up  the  creek  until  he  saw  a piece  of  his  line  trailing  on 
the  bottom,  and  fishing  it  up  he  found  the  fish  on  and 
played  and  killed  it  in  almost  the  same  place  where  it 
was.  first  hooked,  or  rather  hooked  itself.  That  night 
when  the  fishermen  returned  home,  the  pike  that^  was 
caught,  escaped,  and  recaptured,  weighed  81b.  2oz.” 

. The  Nightingale  in  South  Devon.— This  spring 
the  nightingale— a very  rare  visitor  to  the  West— so 
charmed  the  fisherfolk  and  other  residents  at  Brixham 
that  they  proceeded  every  evening  to  listen  to  the  sweet 
warbler.  It  is  perhaps  ten  years  ago  tha,t  the  nightin- 
gale was  heard  at  Dartmouth,  in  shrubberies  beside  that 
eharmingly-wooded  walk  to  the  ancient  church  dedicated 
to  St.  Petrox,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dart,  and  opposite  to 
Mr.  Hayne^Seale’s,M.P.,  shooting-box,  at  Kingswear. 

^ . The.  Cardiff  and  District  Fanciers’  Society  will  hold  a 
poultry,  &c.,  show,  about  the  middle  of  November,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  afford  classes  for  fowls  whose 
feathers  are  suitable  for  tying  flies. 


A DRUMMER’S  DIFFICULTIES. 

The  following  amusing  sketch  of  a rehearsal  scene 
between  a Yankee  ” drummer  ” and  one  of  his  employers 
is  taken  from  the  Boston  Commercial  Bulletin  : One  of 
these  gentlemen,  who  has  recently  returned  from  a trip 
for  Thistle  and  Co.,  did  not  show  a very  large  exhibit 
of  orders  to  balance  the  liberal  “expense”  account 
allowed  by  the  firm,  and  Mr.  Thistle,  after  looking  over 
his  returns,  said  : Mr.  Rataplan,  I am  afraid  you  did 

not  approach  the  dealers  in  the  right  way.  I used  to  be 
very  successful  in  this  line.  Now,  just  suppose  me  to 
be  Mr.  Bigher,  of  Sellout,  111.,  and  show  me  the  way 
you  introduce  the  house.” 

Accordingly  Rataplan  stepped  out  of  the  counting- 
room,  and  re-entered,  hat  in  hand,  inquiring,  “ Is  Mr. 
Bigher  in?”  “That  is  my  name,”  answered  Thistle, 
urbanely.  “My  name  is  Rataplan,  sir.  I represent 
the  house  of  Thistle  Brothers  and  Co.,  of  Boston. 
Thistle,  in  his  character  of  Western  merchant,  here 
arose,  offered  the  salesman  a chair,  and  expressed  his 
pleasure  at  meeting  him.  “ I am  stopping  with  Over- 
charge, at  Stickemhouse,  and  have  a fine  unbroken  lot 
of  samples  which  I should  like  to  show  you.  I_  think 
we  can  offer  you  some  special  advantages,”  &c.. 
Rataplan  delivering  himself  in  a neat  little  speech  in 

professional  style.  t i ^i. 

“ Very  well,  very  well,  said  Thistle.  I don  t see 
but  that  you  understand  the  way  to  get  customers  V 
Excuse  me,  Mr.  Thistle,  ’ said  Rataplan,  I am 
afraid  you  do  not  understand  the  style  of  Western 
merchants.  Now  just  suppose  you  ^ exchange  places 
with  me,  and  we  repeat  the  rehearsal.  ’ , . , . , 

“ Certainly,”  said  Thistle,  and,  picking  up  his  hat,  he 
stepped  out.  Returning,  he  found  Rataplan  with  his 
chair  tilted  back,  hat  cocked  fiercely  over  his  right  eye, 
his  heels  planted  on  Thistle’s  polished  desk  and  a 
lighted  cigar  between  his  teeth.  Thistle  looked  a Attle 
staggered,  but,  nevertheless,  he  commenced  : Air. 

Bigher  in  ? ” “Yes,  he  is,”  responded  Rataplan,  blow- 
ing a cloud  of  pure  Connecticut  into  Thistle’s  eyes  ; 
“ who  the  deuce  are  you  ? ” “I  reppsent  the  house  ot 
Thistle  Brothers  and  Co.,”  said  the  astonished 
employer,  coughing  about  a quart  of  smoke  U'o™ 
throat.  “ Are  you  of  that  concern,  then?  No,  sir, 
I’m  n ot,”  said 'Thistle. 

“Well,  it’s  lucky  for  you  that  you  are  not,  tor  1 ve 
had  two  drummers  to  one  customer  in  my  store  tor  the 
last  two  months,  and  if  I could  get  hold  ot  one  ot  the 
fools  that  sent  ’em  out  here  at  this  time  I m darned  it  I 
wouldn’t  boot  ’em  clean  out  of  the  town  of  Siellout 

“ That’ll  do,  that’ll  do,  Mr.  Rataplan,  said  ihistle. 
“I  have  no  doubt  you  did  the  best  you  could  tor  the 
interest  of  the  house.  Trade  is  a little  dull. 


The  great  attraction  at  the  Thousand  Islands,  the 
magnet  that  draws  the  most  people  here,  says  the  New 
Tork  Times,  is  the  exciting  sport  of  catching  muskal- 
longe  weighing  from  five  to  fifty  pounds,  and  black  bass 
and  pickerel,  the  latter  two  species  being  the  common 
game  fish  of  these  waters.  The  pickerel  are  caught  in 
large  numbers,  tons  of  this  fish  being  brought  in  by 
sportsmen  every  week.  They  average  about  101b.  The 
black  bass  are  so  plentiful  in  the  waters  about  Cape 
Vincent,  that  on  Wednesday  five  poles  captured  485 
splendid  specimens,  all  of  which  tipped  the  scales 
at  over  lib.  Such  large  catches  of  black  bass  have 
been  male  at  Cape  Vincent  and  near  the  head  of  the 
river  this  season,  that  sportsmen  with  hook  and  line 
have  practically  become  slaughterers  of  game  fish,  and 
some  of  them  are  doing  almost  as  much  harm  in  destroy- 
ino-  the  great  sport  of  the  river  as  the  netters  did  before 
the  organisation  of  the  St.  Lawrence  River  Angleis 
Association.  The  slaughter  of  bass  by  anglep  at  the 
islands  has  beconio  so  bad,  that,  at  the  annual  mpetiiig’ 
of  the  Anglers’  Association  in  Clayton  Thursday,  it  was 
proposed  to  ask  the  next  Legislature  to  pass  a law  pro- 
hibitiiio-  any  one  fisherman  from  taking  by  hook  and 
line  more  than  100  black  bass  from  the  water  in  a single 
day. 

At  the  Tynemouth  County  Petty  Sessions  John  Davis 
and  John  Hurst  were  summoned  for  fishing  for  salmon 
in  prohibited  waters,  opposite  Messrs.  Edwards  and 
Son’s  dock,  at  South  Shields,  within  the  fishery  district 
of  the  River  "Tyne  Conservancy  ; and  further  for  fishing 
for  salmon  without  a licence,  on  the  2nd  inst.  Davis 
was  fined  £2  10s.  and  costs,  and  Hurst  10s.  and  costs  in 
the  first  case.  In  the  second  case  each  of  the  defen- 
dants was  fined  lOs.  and  costs. 

Dead  Dogs  in  the  Thames.— On  Thur.sday, 
the  course  of  the  hearing  of  an  inquest  held  at  the 
Coroner’s  Court,  Mortlake,  by  Mr.  A.  Braxton  Hicks  on 
the  body  of  a child  found  in  the  Thames,  George  New- 
man, a labourer  in  the  employ  of  the  Thames  Conser- 
vancy, said  he  was  burying  dead  dogs  when  he  found  the 
Ijody.— The  Coroner;  How  many  of  these  dogs  do  you 
get?— The  Witness:  Well,  we  have  buried  forty-one 
dogs  to-day  ; that  is,  from  Putney  to  the  Ship  at  Mort- 
lake.—The  Coroner  : I hope  there  are  no  sausage 

shops  in  that  neighbourhood.  (Laughter.)  One  would 
never  have  thought  there  were  that  number  of  dead 
dogs.  (To  the  witness)  : How  often  do  yon  hunt  for 
these  dogs?— The  Witness  , Every  day,  sir  ; sometimes 
we  get  sixty,  sometimes  forty,  and  sometimes  only 
twenty-five.— The  Coroner  : Then  you  have  had  a field 
day  to-day  with  forty-one? — The  Witness;  Yes,  sir. 
The  Coroner : How  much  a head  do  you  get  for  these 
dogs? — The  witness  : I get  so  much  a week,  sir.  The 
Coroner  : I suppose  it  would  not  do  to  pay  you  so  much 
a head,  as  you  would  be  putting  them  back.— The 
witness  : I wish  they  would,  sir.— The  jury  returned  an 
open  verdict. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

O.  S.  Capper. — Keep  your  minnows  in  plenty  of  clean 
fresh  water  ; bake  your  wasp  grubs ; and  bury  your 
gentles  in  the  earth. 

Wilson. — You  are  mistaken.  The  Severn  contains 
some  really  splendid  chub.  It  is  also  noted  for  its 
salmon  and  trout. 

A.  (Junior  Carlton  Club).— You  can  fish  for  carp  and 
tench  from  Juno  16  to  March  1.5.  July,  August,  and 
September  are  their  best  months,  though  we  have  taken 
tench  at  Christmas  time  in  a mild  winter. 

T.  B. — In  fishing  small  streams  it  will  be  found  prefer- 
able to  fish  without  any  shots  whatever,  allowing  the 
bait  to  travel  naturally  with  the  current  and  working 
round  the  eddies,  its  own  weight  sinking  it  to  a sutficient 
depth,  and  the  stream  carrying  it  again  ouoof  the  eddies 
in  the  same  way  that  a worm  would  go  if  washed  down 
in  the  ordinary  course  ; therefore  the  only  times  when 
the  shots  are  necessary  will  be  when  the  water  is  too 
deep  and  rapid  for  the  worm  to  sink  deep  enough  for  the 
fish  to  see  it,  or  when  the  wind  is  too  high  for  the  line  to 
be  kept  in  the  water  without  them. 

“ Dressing.” — There  are  really  so  many  “ dressings  ” 
for  lines  that  it  is  difficult  to  say  which  is  absolutely 
the  best.  The  following  has  been  used  by  many  anglers 
with  success;  "Mere  surface  dressing  is  worse  than 
useless.  The  dressing  is  more  important  inside  the  line 
than  out.  To  this  end  act  as  follows  : Get  a pint  of  the 
best  raw  linseed  oil ; heat  in  boiling  water,  i.e.,  dip  an 
earthen  pot  of  oil  in  boiling  water,  drop  the  tempera- 
ture to  150  degrees  Fahrenheit  (this  thins  the  oil), 
immerse  the  line.  If  an  air  pump  is  available,  by 
placing  the  pot  under  the  receiver  it  will  facilitate  the 
process  of  incorporating  the  oil  with  the  line,  if  not, 
work  the  line  well  about  in  the  oil  for  two  days.  Now 
comes  the  most  important  point.  Take  out  the  line, 
unwind  it,  stretch  at  full  tension  between  two  trees  (in 
dry  weather,  of  course),  then  with  a dry  cloth  remove 
all  the  oil  possible  by  rubbing  up  and  down  from  end  to 
end.  If  the  weather  is  sunny  and  windy  the  line  will 
be  fairly  dry  in  a week.  Next  process,  dip  again,  and 
restretch,  remove  superfluous  oil  and  remain  until  dry. 
Or,  if  preferred,  a rag  saturated  with  oil  may  be  rubbed 
up  and  down  for  a mere  surface  dressing,  and  allowed 
to  dry.  The  grand  point  is  the  first  interior  dressing, 
and  I ratner  think  that  is  enough.  A mere  surface- 
dressed  line  allows,  by  bending,  water  to  get  under  the 
dressing,  which  the  dressing  prevents  the  evaporation 
of,  and  rot  is  the  certain  consequence.” 


[TT’'e  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 

“ One  of  the  charms  of  angliny  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi- 
ment.”—T.  E.  Pbitt. 

ODOURLESS  OIL. 

Sir, — In  a recent  number  of  the  Field,  the  reply  to  a 
query,  as  to  why  a certain  angler  missed  such  a lot  of 
rising  fish  when  using  the  oiled  fly,  was,  that  it  must  be 
a sine  qu&  non  that  the  oil  should  be  odourless.  I am 
inclined  to  think  that  as  oil  and  water  will  not  assimi- 
late, the  trout  had  greater  difficulty  in  getting  the  fly 
under  the  water,  hence  the  missed  fish — as  directly  the 
oil  was  discarded,  fish  were  caught. 

A similar  case  recently  came  under  my  notice  on  the 
Colne.  An  expert  with  the  dry  tty  had  fished  up  the 
whole  of  the  public  water,  and  nearly  missed  a lot  of 
fish,  in  fact,  had  an  empty  creel.  I advised  him  to 
discard  the  oil  (which  was  absolutely  odourless),  and  in 
less  than  an  hour  he  had  killed  a brace  and  a half  of  fine 
fish,  and  that,  too,  on  the  most  public  part  of  the  water. 

I think  this  spoke  for  itself.  Oil,  except  under  certain 
conditions  of  water,  is,  I think— and  it  is  the  general 
opinion  of  old  Colne  anglers— absolutely  unnecessary, 
and  sometimes  keeps  the  creel  empty.— I am,  &c. 

F.  Lock  Wood. 

DRESSING  FOR  LINES. 

Sir, — C.  Lumley  and  others  will  find  the  following  a 
good  dressing  for  lines.  Procure  a gill  of  the  best  boiled 
linseed  oil,  a lump  of  cotton- wool  as  large  as  one’s  fist, 
a pint  jar  or  pot,  and  a piece  of  indiarubber,  say  2in.  by 
lin.,  iin.  thick.  Roll  up  your  sleeves,  dip  the  cotton- 
wool into  the  oil,  roll  it  into  a ball,  and  wind  on  all  the 
line  loosely  ; put  it  into  the  jar,  and  teem  on  the  oil,  and 
let  it  stand  two  or  three  days  ; next  thread  the  end  of 
the  line  on  a large  needle,  and  pass  through  centre  of 
the  indiarubber,  lot  needle  make  its  own  hole,  fasten  end 
on  to  a wooden  reel,  and  wind  on — here,  be  it  explained, 
that  the  indiarubber  should  be  behind  the  fingers 
holding  the  reel,  and  its  office  is  to  thoroughly  squeeze 
into  the  centre  of  and  remove  the  superfluous  oil  from 
the  line.  When  all  is  wound  on  get  two  round  pieces  of 
wood  (say  lin.  diameter),  fasten  up  like  arms,  as  far 
apart  as  possible,  ‘lyidoors  (a  shed,  attic,  or  any  place 
where  warm  and  ventilated)  ; let  it  remain  fourteen  days  ; 
take  off,  and  again  put  into  the  oil,  a fovv  minutes  will 
do,  dispense  with  the  reel  and  substitute  a bit  of  old 
linen  for  the  indiarubber  (as  this  time  we  want  to  leave 
some  oil  on  the  line),  and  place  again  on  the  arms  ; 
leave  a week  or  ten  days.  Take  off  and  repeat  once 
more.  After  hanging  and  quite  dry,  it  will  feel  sticky  to 
the  touch  ; this  we  must  remedy  by  taking;  a piece  of 
beeswax,  melt  together  with  the  same  bulk  of  the  oil, 
when  cold  coat  the  line  sparingly  from  end  to  end,  and 
wind  on  to  reel,  and  it  is  ready  for  use.  I hope  this  is 
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sufficiently  explicit,  but  I am  afraid  that  it  will  be  too 
much  trouble  for  most  anglers,  but  those  who  will  care- 
fully follow  the  instructions,  will.  I am  sure,  be  the 
possessors  of  beautiful  floating  lines,  that,  with  the 
occasional  dressing  with  the  wax  and  oil,  will  last  many 
years.  I have  a line  (bit  enclosed),  treated  this  way, 
that  has  had  five  years  hard  wear  and  is  as  good  as  new. 
— I am,  &c.,  Herbert  Hunt. 


OCTOBER  FISHING  IN  NORTH  WALES. 

Sir, — “ E.  E.  H.”  could  not  do  better  for  direct  in- 
formation than  write  to  either  E.  Pullan,  Esq..  Royal 
Oak  Hotel,  Bettws-y-coed  ; or  E.  Paichney,  Esq.,  Gwyder 
Hotel,  Bettws-y-coed.  I have  fished  the  rivers  Conway, 
Lledr,  Llngwy,  and  Machno,  and  have  obtained  some' 
fairly  good  sport  with  the  fly,  the  Coch-a-bondhn  being 
my  favourite.  Above  Bettws  there  is  a tarn  called 
Llyn  Elsi,  containing  some  very  large  trout,  early 
morning  and  late  at  night  being  the  best  time.  I should 
advise  trolling  with  live  minnow  if  the  fly  fails  to  prove 
a lure. 


Trefriw,  a village  well  worth  a visit,  close  by  Bettws, 
has  a good  reputation  for  fly-fishing.  About  seven  miles 
on  the  road  to  Corwen  there  is  another  stream  running 
through  the  moorlands  at  a good  altitude  above 
Bettws-y-coed,  with  abundance  of  trout,  which  can  only 
be  taken  with  fly.  Worm  fishing  would  be  a diffi- 
culty , as  the  bottom  is  lined  with  water-lilies,  the  water, 
when  in  good  condition,  being  two  to  three  feet  above 
the  growth.  It  is  well  preserved  ; tickets  are  2s.  fid. 
each,  obtainable  at  the  C.T.C.  headquarters,  at  a very 
comfortable  hotel  in  Pentraevoelas.  A good  fly  for 
fishing  the  shallows  at  dusk  in  the  Bettws  district  ii 
brown  moth,  dressed  with  a gold  tinsel  body.  I have 
taken  eewin  when  it  has  been  pitch  dark  with  this  lure.— 
I am,  &c.,  Horace  Oliver. 


SILKWORM  GUT. 

_ Sir,— In  my  letter  in  Fishing  Gazette  of  the  12th 
inst  , it  should  have  read  “before”  not  “when”  the 
silkworm  is  in  its  pupa  or  chrysalis  state  it  is  immersed 
m hot  water  or  vinegar  to  prevent  its  forming  a cocoon 
as  it  is  the  worm  that  provides  the  gut,  and  not 
the  chrysalis.  I thank  Mr.  Thos.  C.  Hasting.?  for 
calling  my  attention  to  the  error. 

Since  my  letter  appeared  in  Pishing  Gazette,  I have 
found  in  Max  von  dem  Borne’s  German  Illustrated 
Handbook  on  Angling,  1875,  a very  interesting  article  on 
salmon  gut,  a portion  of  which  I have  translated,  and 
IS  as  follows  : 

The  fabrication  of  silkworm  gut  is  proceeded  with 
by  selecting  the  largest  and  best  silkworms  a short  time  be- 
fore their  encasing,  and  putting  them  into  strong  vinegar, 
rhe  light  time  is  known  when  the  worms  leave  off  feed- 
mg,  and  that  a silk  thread  is  hanging  out  of  their  mouths. 
In  warm  weather  they  are  left  for  twenty-four  hours, 
and  in  cold  two  or  three  hours  longer,  in  the  vinegar. 
Then  they  are  broken  in  halves,  and  in  their  interiors 
are  found  two  pieces  of  silk  gut,  of  a green-yellow 
colour,  the  size  of  a thin  straw  stalk.  If  the  silk  gut  is 
soft,  so  that  it  breaks  in  stretching,  the  worm  must 
he  a longer  time  in  the  vinegar.  When  the  silk  gut  is 
ready  it  is  drawn  out  while  in  the  vinegar  by  taking 
hold  of  the  two  ends  with  the  finger.?.  They  are  then 
strong  on  to  a square  board  and  let  dry  in  the  snn.” 
There  are  two  illustrations  of  (he  boards  in  the  book, 
which  look  like  dulcimers,  with  the  silkworm  gut  strung 
on  them ; also  two  of  the  worms,  one  of  which  is 
separated,  showing  the  two  pieces  of  gut  from  its  inside 
—I  am,  &c  , T.  R.  Sachs. 


SPECIMEN  PERCH. 

Sir,— Your  issue  of  the  12th  inst.  “ Wandering 
Angler  might  try  Bala  Lake  for  perch.  Two  rods  are 
credited  with  a take  of  over  fiOO  of  these  fish  during  a 
week  in  July,  The  catch  was  reported  in  your  journal, 
and  I heaid  of  it  in  Bala  at  the  time.  I am  informed 
that  perch  of  21b.  are  occasionally  killed.  Live  min- 
nows on  a paternoster  are  best  bait.  The  locals  often 
fish  from  the  shore,  but  the  best  takes  are  made  from 
boats,  which  may  be  hired  at  Is.  per  hour,  5s.  per  day, 
or  20s.  per  week,  while  the  boatman  relies  on  his  patron’s 
generosity.  The  boats,  however,  are  more  suited  to 
pleasure  parties  than  anglers.  The  fisherman  would  do 
well  to  drop  anchor  himself,  as  the  boatman  is  likely  to 
send  it  down  with  a rattle  enough  to  scare  all  the  fish  for 
many  yards.  Mr.  M.  Roberts,  the  local  tackle  maker, 
would,  I have  no  doubt,  answer  enquiries.  There  is  a 
tarn  two  miles  from  Llanderfel  (next  station  to  Bala) 
reputed  to  hold  good  perch  and  free  to  fish. — I am  Ac 
W.  E.  C.'' 

Sir,— It  may  interest  “ Wandering  Angler  ” to  know 
that  very  good  perch  fishing  may  be  had  at  Fritton 
Hecoy,  near  Lowestoft.  Staying  at  Beccles  last  week  I 
heard  of  one  catch  being  made  during  the  week,  which 
included  three  fish,  scaling  over  81b.  each. — I am.  &c., 
Harry  Curtois.’ 

COARSE  FISHING  NEAR  CHESTER. 

Sir,  Coarse  fishing  in  the  Dee  at  Chester  may  be 
obtained  by  going  beyond  the  White  House,  but  the 
river  being  in  an  nnpreserved  state,  “ Lancashire  Lad  ” 
will  have  to  take  his  chance  of  sport  or  otherwise. 
Pleasure  boats  and  steam  launches  continually  ply  on 
the  water,  and  frequently  spoil  good  swims.  Some 
very  nice  roach,  perch,  and  bream  have  been  creeled 
with  worm  and  maggot  this  season,  which  are  about  the 
best  all  round  baits  tor  the  Dee,  the  usual  roach  tackle 
will  sntfice  lor  general  use.— I am,  Ac., 

Horace  Oliver. 


PISHING  PROM  THE  REEL. 

Sir,— I see  your  correspondent  “ Willow,”  who  has 
come  somewhat  tardily  to  the  rescue,  says : “ Mr. 
Jeffery  s statement  as  to  the  line  running  unassisted  is 
perfectly  true.”  Who  said  it  was  not  P Certainly  not  [. 
There  was  no  occasion  for  a Willow  to  appear  on  the 
scene  to  relate  this  fact,  for,  according  to  Mr.  Jeffery, 
it  could  no  more  help  doing  it  than  a willow  could  help 
waving  its  branches  in  the  breeze  ; but  I beg  to  inform 

Willow^  (this  last  Mole  surprise)  once  and  for  all  (as 
I do  not  intend  to  refer  to  this  subject  again,  whatever 
my  “big  brother”  may  do)  — I say,  I beg  to  inform 
“Willow  "that  when  following  the  Nottingham  style 
I take  particular  care  that  the  line  does  not  run  un- 
assisted. and  thus  prevent  the  line,  in  the  language  of 
Mr.  Jeffery,  from  “bagging  and  bowing  all  over  the 
swim.”  If  every  angler  tried  to  catch  roach  fifty  yards 
off,  it  would  be  a good  thing  for  trade.  Personally,  I 
should  require  a glass  of  considerable  magnifying  power 
(more  especially  in  the  cool  of  the  evening)  to  see  a roach 
float  fifty  yards  from  my  rod  top.  This  style  of  fishing 
may  suit  some  persons,  but  chacun  a eon  gout,  also 
say  I. 

A few  more  remark.?,  Mr.  Editor,  and  I have  done. 
Mr.  Jeffery  says:  “With  regard  to  the  bagging  and 
bowing  I could  refer  him  to  the  letter  of  “Lea  Roacher,” 
who  has  evidently  suffered  from  the  annoyance,  for  he 
asks.  Where  in  the  Mole  can  I run  off  forty  yards  of 
line  without  its  occurrence  ? ’ ” Mr.  Jeffery  is  again  mis- 
taken, for  he  may  take  my  word  that  a ‘ ‘ Lea  Roacher  ” has 
not  suffered,  nor  is  he  likely  to  suffer,  merely  being  a 
Lea  roacher  pure  and  simple.  He  doubted  (and  he  is 
not  the  only  one)  if  such  a swim  could  be  found  in  the 
Mole,  and  simply  asked  for  information  where  it  could 
be  found.  The  fact  is  Mr.  Jeffery,  in  his  eagerness  to 
score  a point,  has  a very  peculiar  habit  of  turning  the 
right  meaning  the  wrong  way,  or  in  other  words,  of 
making  the  true  appear  false,  and  the  mere  fact  of  a 

Lea  Roacher  being  a little  bit  out  in  his  geography  re 
the  Mole  and  Box  Hill  is  a proof  in  favour  of  my  asser- 
tionj  and  while  Mr.  Jeffery  was  so  very  busy  tripping 
up  “ Lea  Roacher  ” he  not  only  made  a very  great  mis- 
take, but  threw  a slur  upon  the  skill  of  one  of  the  best 
Lea  roachers— if  not  the  best— in  the  kingdom.  Simply 
because  a “Lea  Roacher  ” happened  to  say,  “A  very  well- 
known  Lea  roacher  took  over  81b.  of  fish  in  twenty 
minutes  (instead  of  roach)  a,t  Mrs.  Beningfield’s  water.” 
Up  jumps  Mr.  Jeffery  and  says,  “ L.  R.  may  be  right 
when  he  speaks  of  81b.  of  fish  in  twenty  minutes.  I 
saw  a man  a few  days  ago  take  an  181b.  jack  in  ten 
minutes.”  Trunapery,  Mr.  Jeffery  ! Triimp-ry  in  the 
extreme  ! But  it  appears  to  me  as  difficult  to  drive 
a little  common  sense  through  the  skulls  of  these 
Epsoraites  as  it  is  for  Mr.  Jeffery  to  drive  a joke  through 
the  skulls  of  Trent  anglers.— I am,  Ac., 

_ Trent  Angler  (No.  2). 

P S AVhat  analog'y  there  between  the  swim  in  the 
Mole  described  by  “Willow”  and  the  Trent?  I am 
afraid  he  has  never  seen  the  Trent,  let  alone  lived  on  its 
banks.  I know  the  swim  referred  to,  have  fished  in  it, 
and  the  current  is  not  at  any  time  a great  deal  stronger 
underneath  than  on  the  surface  the  en'ire  length  of  that 
swim. 


Sir, — Mr.  Jeffery’s  letter  (a  mixture  of  sarcasm  and 
egotism)  says  “I  don’t  care  about  shallow  gibes  and 
feeble  attempts  to  be  funny  j ” and  that,  mark  you,  in 
letters  crammed  with  said  gibes  and  feeble  attempts, 
Ac.,  and  hence  my  “ cool  eifrontery.”  For  effrontery’ 
cool  as  the  coolest  cucumber,  commend  me  to  Mr. 
Jeffery.  Jeffery  first  and  the  rest  nowhere  is  the  one 
and  only  cry,  but  in  spite  of  his  ability,  he  is  evidently 
too  wide  awake  to  make  a match.  He  goes  on  to  say, 
“ The  Sheffielders  are  anxious  for  a match  ; why  don’t  his 
champions  of  the  long  pole  come  up  to  the  scratch?” 
I thank  you  for  nothing,  Mr.  Jeffery.  “I  would 
remark,’’  says  Mr.  Jeffery,  on  page  102  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  that  if  h©  a “ L©a  Roacher  bad  been 
out  with  me  on  July  18,  I should  have  caught  twenty 
to^^his  one.”  Talk  about  cool  effrontery!  But  what 
a “ Lea  Roacher  ” would  be  doing  to  allow  Mr.  Jeffery 
to  catch  twenty  roach  to  his  one  is  quite  another 
matter.  A “ Lea  Roacher  ” must  be  very  thankful  to 
think  that  he  was  not  out  on  July  18.  If  said  “ Lea 
Roacher  could  not  possibly  by  any  means,  either 
natural  or  acquired,  get  his  bait  near  the  fish,  “ simply 
from  the  fact  that  the  roach  were  feeding  at  the  end  of 
the  swim  and  away  from  the  bank,”  as  stated  by  Mr. 
Jeffery,  then  why  make  such  an  unnecessary  and 
intolerable  fuss  about  it?  On  the  other  hand,  if  a 
• Lea  Roacher  ” could  get  his  bait  near  the  fish,  or,  at 
all  events,  sufficiently  near  for  the  roach  to  take  the 
bait  (it  is  impossible  to  say,  a “ Lea  Roacher,”  with  a 
24  feet  roach  pole,  might  be  able  to  get  out  further  than 
Mr.  Jeffery  imagines),  either  Mr.  Jeffery  must  be  a 
very  remarkable  angler  or  a “ Lea  Roacher  ” must  be  a 
bigger  fool  than  what  I took  him  for.— I am,  Ac., 

A Trent  Angler. 

THE  ANTI-NIAGARA  WATERPROOF 
Sir,— If  “ G.  B.  ” will  apply  to  Mr.  Newling,  outfitter. 
Lime-street,  Fenchurch-sireet,  E.C.,  and  ask  for  the 
same  waterproof  he  makes  for  me  (weight  about  41b. 
price  25s.),  he  will  get  the  “ Anti-Niagara,”  the  most 
perfect  coat  that  I have  ever  had  during*  the  many  years 
I have  fished.— I am,  &c.,  Alfred  Mackrill 

Tenby  Lodge,  Kingston  Hill. 


HATFIELD  PEVEREL. 

Sir  —Having  heard  of  the  good  fishing  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Hatfield  Peverel,  Essex,  I spent  my 
holiday  there,  and  gave  the  river  a good  trial,  and 
obtained  satisfaction  both  in  quantity  and  quality  of  the 


fish,  the  roach  and  hream  running  to  a good  size.  Should 
any  brother  angler  want  a quiet  holiday,  with  good 
fishing  near  London,  I should  advise  him  to  pay  the 
above  a visit.  J.  Baring,  Crown  Inn,  Hatfield  Peverel, 
and  W.  Perry,  Sportsman’s  Arms,  Mousley  Green,  will 
do  all  they  can  to  oblige  visitors.  A letter  to  either  of 
the  above  will  receive  prompt  attention.  I must  also 
say  that  the  terms  will  be  found  most  remarkably  low. 
I am,  Ac.,  L.  W.  Donne, 

Sec.  General  Post  Office  A.S. 


FISHING  NEAR  SHERINGHAM. 

Sir, — Will  some  of  your  numerous  readers  who  know 
the  spot  kindly  inform  me  if  there  is  any  river  or  pond 
fishing  within  three  or  four  miles  of  Sheringham,  and 
if  so,  whether  permission  must  be  obtained?— I am,  Ac., 
D.  L. 


FISHING  NEAR  NEWCASTLE. 

Sir, — Will  you  kindly  tell  me  in  next  week’s  Fishing 
Gazette  whether  there  is  any  fishing  at  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne,  and  what  kind  of  fish,  Ac.  P — I am,  Ac., 

H.  O.  Bennett. 

[Salmon  and  trout.  At  Hexham  the  owner  of  Beau- 
front  Castle  preserves  three  miles  of  water.  At  Minster- 
acres  (four  miles  frem  Riding  Mill)  there  is  some  good 
fishing  in  two  lakes.]  ____ 

ROACH  TAKING  GUDGEON. 

Sir, — While  fishing  last  Saturday  near  Welshpool,  in 
the  River  Severn,  with  a small  gudgeon  as  bait,  I took  a 
fib.  roach  fairly  hooked  in  the  top  lip,  and,  thinking  it 
an  unusual  thing,  as  a reader  of  your  valuable  paper, 
would  like  to  known  whether  it  often  occurs. — I am,  Ac. 

Crewe,  Cheshire.  W.  Dixon. 

[Such  instances  are  rare,  particularly  in  the  month  of 
August.] 


CARP  PISHING. 

Sir,  Can  you  kindly  inform  me  through  your  valu- 
able columns,  what  is  the  best  bait  for  carp  ? — I am, 

[In  rivers  nothing  beats  a medium-size  lob  for  float- 
fishing,  or  for  ledgering  a small,  parboiled  potato. 
Paste  and  gentles  are  most  effective  in  ponds  and  still 
waters,  either  for  float  or  ledger.] 


SEA-PISHING. 

j ^ think  of  spending  a week  in  September  at 
Ryde  or  Folkestone.  Is  there  any  good  fi.shing  to  be 
got  from  the  pier,  and,  if  so,  what  kind?  Which  place 
IS  best  for  sport  ?— I am,  Ac.,  C.  Clarke. 

[Very  fair  sea-fishing  can  be  obtained  at  Ryde  and 
Folkestone.  Deal  is  also  a noted  resort  for  sea  anglers.] 


PISHING  NEAR  ONGAR. 

Sir,  My  business  will  take  me  to  Ongar,  Essex,  occa- 
sionally, and,  being  a lover  of  the  rod,  I should  like  to 
know  through  your  columns  if  there  is  fishing  to  be  had 
at  thatpiaoe,  and,  if  so,  where?  Jack  fishing  preferred* 
, S.  Jones. 

[Ihe  Long  Pond,  at  Wanstead  is  preserved.  The 
water  called  the  Perch  Pond  contains  pike,  perch,  tench 
and  eels ; fishing  free.  The  Leg  of  Mutton  Pond  con- 
tains the  same  class  of  fish,  and  is  also  free.  The  Wan- 
stead Basin  has  tench  carp,  roach,  pike,  and  eels.  This 
water  is  preserved  by  Mr  J.  W.  Simmons,  62,  Wellesley- 
rjad,  Wansttal,  fora  limited  number  of  season  rods. 


PISHING  NEAR  MARGATE. 

SlR’  Will  any  of  your  readers  who  are  familiar  with 
Margate  tell  me  what  fresh-water  fishing  there  is,  say 
within  about  twenty  miles  of  this  popular  watering 
place.  Any  particulars  wiU  be  welcome.— I am,  Ac., 

E.  P.  B, 


Flies  FOR  Grayling. — As  grayling  are  now  rapidly 
coming  into  condition,  a few  words  on  the  most  suitable 
place.  Until  insect  life  is  cleared 
off  the  surface  of  the  water,  which  is  usually  about 
November  grayling  do  not  take  much  notice  of  what 
Me  termed  “ fancy  ” flies.  September  and  October  are 
J?  opinion  the  two  best  mouths  in  the  year  for  fly 
fishing  for  grayling.  The  following  are  the  flies  (ordi- 
nary)  which  I am  most  fond  of  : Dark  Snipe  and  Parple, 
J . body).  Brown  Owl  (with  tinsel 

ribbed  body),  Fog  Black,  Blue  Hawk  (with  apple-green 
body),  and  Small  Ant.  I think  there  is  no  phase  of  fish- 
ing so  charming  as  to  wander,  rod  in  hand,  along  the 
banks  of  some  choice  grayling  stream  on  a breezy 
beptember  or  October  day.  The  air  is  so  fresh  and 
exhilaratuig,  the  oppressive  heat  of  June  and  July  has 
gone,  and  the  woodlands  are  one  mass  of  crimson, 
russet,  and  gold ; in  the  stubble  field  beyond  the  wood 
you  can  hear  the  frequent  crack  of  the  breech-loader, 
and  later  on  perchance  you  meet  with  its  owner,  who, 
with  one  or  two  friends,  is  enjoying  an  “ al  fresco” 
lunch  under  the  hedge  at  the  bend  of  the  river.  Of 
cmirse,  you  accept  the  glass  of  home-brewed  which  is 
offered  you,  and  after  a short  chat  recommence  opera- 
tions  on  the  flat  above  the  next  stream.  The  best 
fancy”  flies  that  can  be  selected  are  as  follows: 
Bradshaw  s Fancy,  Walbran’s  Red  Tag,  Orange  Bumble, 
Honey  Dun  Bumble,  Golden  Crow,  Ibis  Tag,  and  Brad- 
shaw s Adopted.  ^ The  Red  Tag  and  Bradshaw’s  Fancy 
may  be  used  during  September,  when  trout  very  often 
take  them,  and  to  my  way  of  thinking  there  are  few 
prettier  sights  than  a really  good  dish  of  trout  and 
giayhng  mixed  as  you  turn  them  out  from  your  creel 
before  the  gaze  of  your  admiring  friends  when  you 
return  home  in  the  evening. — Halcyon,  in  weekly 
edition  of  Leeds  2Iercury, 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

SATURDAY,  AUGUST  19,  1893. 


Ecpoxts  from  Clubs 

TFc  beg  to  reiniiid  SecvetaTies  that  their  Reports  {to 
ensure  i7isertio7i)  must  I’eachustiot  later  than  Tlnirs- 
day  Blornixig^.  TJiursday  flight's  clubs  or  meetiiigs  by 
^Tst  post  on  Friday  mortving . Address  Editor j Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan^s  House^  Fetter-lane,  London, 
marked  “Club  Report”  outside  envelope. 


Anglers’  Association.  — The  general  committee 
held  its  first  meeting  since  the  last  great  holiday  of  the 
•season  on  Monday  last,  14th  inst.,  when  Mr.  G.  H. 
Beckett  occupied  the  chair.  Much  important  business 
was  arranged,  which  will  be  laid  before  the  delegates  at 
their  next  meeting  on  Monday,  2lst  inst.  The  renting 
and  preservation  committee  met  at  the  close  of  the 
general  committee  meeting;  Mr.  R.  Murphy  once  more 
occupied  his  accustomed  post  of  chairman.  It  has  been 
arranged  to  make  the  now  annual  general  collection  on 
behalf  of  the  preservation  fund  on  Sept.  10.— Hon. 
RiE  PORTER 

Anglers’  Association.  — The  monthly  delegate 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next, 
Ang.  21,  at  8.30,  when  important  business  will  be 
brought  forward  for  discussion. — E.  Ghubnet. 

Anglers  Association  Visiting  Iiist  (Eastern 
District  No.  2). — The  next  return  visit  on  this  list 
will  take  place  at  the  St.  John’s  Angling  Society,  the 
Empress  of  Russia,  St.  John  Street-road,  Clerkenwell, 
on  Monday  next,  Aug.  21.  Brother  anglers  will  receive 
a hearly  welcome. — F.  Thoeling. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.  — I beg  to 
acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  ^61  Is.  from  Dr. 
W.  Leapingwell  (president.  Conservative  Angling 
Society)  life  member, and  10s. Gd.  from  S.  Mead  (treasurer) 
Original  Alexandra  Angling  society)  annual  subscrip- 
tion. The  next  meeting  of  the  committee  will  take  place 
on  Friday  evening,  Aug.  25,  at  8.30. — E.  Ghurney. 

Allason  United  Brothers.— Several  of  our  members 
were  at  Cook’s  competition,  Slough,  on  Aug.  13.  Those 
who  took  prizes  were  : A.  E.  Saunders,  3rd  ; C.  Turner, 
10th  ; E.  Jackson,  14th ; J.  Gibbs,  19th  ; E.  Challon, 
20th  : and  we  beg  to  return  our  sincere  thanks  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  E.  Cook  for  their  great  kindness.  Mr.  Hill, 
onthel3th,had  roach  and  perch  ; Mr.  Bridge,  on  the  15th, 
bream.  On  Wednesday  next  some  important  business 
will  be  brought  forward.  Our  new  rules  are  now  ready. 
— B.  Abrahams. 

Alma.— On  Aug.  13  the  trays  were  well  filled  by : 
W.  Stewart,  dace,  perch,  roach,  and  gudgeon  ; S. 
Cutbush, bream ; W.  Hall,  roach  and  bream:  J.  Drew, 
dace,  perch,  and  gudgeon  (largest  perch,  11b.  IJoz.) ; 
W.  Hopping,  a good  show  of  roach  and  rudd.  G. 
Marriott. 

Amicable  Brothers.— On  the  13th  inst.  we  had  a 
good  show  of  roach,  perch,  and  tench  by  Messrs.  Harding 
and  Wolk.  On  Wednesday  one  new  member  was  pro- 
posed. On  Aug.  20  our  outing  takes  place  at  Amberley 
(Association  water),  all  members  to  answer  names  to 
secretary  at  Houghton  Bridge  at  9 a.m.,  and  return  to 
Honghton  Bridge  Hotel  at  5.30  p.m.  Five  prizes  will 
be  competed  for. — F.  G.  Hutchins. 

Amicable  Excelsior.— The  winners  of  prizes  in 
our  roving  match  were- — Mr.  Lovett,  1st,  101b.  bream  ; 
Mr.  G.  Eich,  2nd,  71b.  8oz.  bream ; Mr.  A.  Bond,  3rd, 
31b.  8oz.  of  roach.  On  the  13th,  Mr.  Lovett  weighed- 
in  roach,  bream,  and  bai’bel,  and  Mr.  Robert  also  had  a 
fine  show  of  roach.  On  Au?.  20,  we  fish  a supper 
match  with  the  Battersea  Friendly  at  Woking  Broad 
Meads.  Peg  down.  All  to  start  first  train  from  Clap- 
ham-junction.  Conditions  as  last.  Our  next  club 
match  will  take  place  in  the  Medway  on  Sept.  3.  Full 
particulars  next  week. — J.  Eich. 

Amicable  TValtoiiian. — On  the  13th  Mr.  Tomkins 
had  a nice  show  of  roach  and  bream;  Mr.  J.  Nunn, 
sen.,  roach  and  bream ; Mr.  W.  Hake,  roach,  dace, 
and  bream  ; and  Mr.  Hill,  roach.  On  the  20th  inst.  our 
annual  dinner  takes  place  at  the  Star  Hotel,  Burnham- 
on-Crouch,  and  hope  all  members  will  show  up  in  good 
time.— E.  E.  Embledon. 

Angflers’  Pride. — Messrs.  Randall,  H.  Scutt,  Evans, 
sen.,  have  recently  been  weighing-in  some  splendid 
takes  of  bream  and  roach  from  Amberley.  Mr.  E. 
Craddock,  on  Wednesday  last,  brought  in  a nice  show 
of  chub  and  roach  from  Windsor.  On  Wednesday 
next  we  settle  for  our  monthly  prize  outing  and  forward 
money  for  Skegness  Fund.  I shall  be  at  my  post  on 
next  meeting  night,  when  I hope  to  see  a good  muster 
early.— J.  H.  Tucker. 

Battersea  Priendly.— The  members  of  this  club 
will  fish  the  Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society  a 
friendly  match  on  the  20th  at  Woking  for  a dinner  and 
eleven  prizes,  value  three  guineas,  one  given  by  the 
landlord  of  the  White  Horse,  Woking  village,  compe- 
titors to  start  by  train  leaving  Clapham  Junction  at  8.^ 
Sunday  morning,  or  can  go  on  Saturday  night,  but  wait 
for  arrival  of  the  first  train  from  Waterloo  on  Sunday 
morning,  to  start  fishing  by  signal,  and  cease  fishing  at 
5.30  ; weigh-in  at  the  Battersea  Friendly’s  Club  House. 
Dinner  to  take  place  at  the  Amicable  Excelsior  Club 
House  on  Monday  week.  Members  are  requested  to  at- 
tend on  Tuesday  for  date  of  next  outing.— Geo. 
Mumeord. 

Battersea  United  Piscatorials. — On  the  16th  inst. 
our  president,  Mr.  E.  Wilson,  had  a splendid  take  of 
fish,  291b.  4|oz.,  consisting  of  bream,  171b.  8jOZ.,  barbel, 
61b.  3ioz.,  and  a trout  of  51b.  9oz.,  the  first  weighed-in 
at  this  society.  On  Wednesday  next  some  interesting 
business  will  be  transacted. — A.  Trowbridge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers.  — The  members  of  the 
above  fished  a competition  for  their  August  series  of 


prizes  at  Amberley  on  the  13th,  with  the  following 
result  : — A.  Conn,  first,  six  bream  and  two  roach, 
161b.  3oz. ; J.  Warman,  second,  131b.  3oz. ; P.  Allum, 
third,  131b.  IJoz.  Messrs.  H.  Patman,  J.  Smith,  W. 
Streeton,  G.  Hamp,  E.  Smith,  G.  Pocock,  and  G.  A. 
Payne  also  had  fish.  Total  gross,  70 Jib. — A.  Conn. 

Blackfriars. — Since  my  last  report  Mr.  Wheelhouse 
has  weighed  in  roach,  Mr.  Downes  roach,  Mr.  Foster 
bream,  and  Mr.  C.  Aaron  tench.  Our  visit  on  the 
Central  List  took  place  on  Monday,  and  was  a grand 
success,  twenty-three  clubs  answering  the  roll  call.  I 
have  to  thank  the  clubs  which  were  present  on  behalf  of 
the  Blackfriars.  Will  members  attend  next  week,  so 
that  we  may  settle  our  dinner  outing  ?— J.  Foster. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers.  On  the  13th  the  following 
weighed  in  : Mr.  A.  W.  Pain,  first,  with  bream  and 
roach,  21b.  3|oz.  ; T.  Davis,  second,  bream  ; C.  Payne, 
third,  perch  ; J.  Stevens,  fourth,  roach  (he  also  won  a 
prize  in  the  Slough  competition)  ; and  F.  Crawford,  fifth, 
with  perch  ; Mr.  C.  Davis  also  had  jack  and  bream  taken 
before  the  match  on  the  16th.  Mr.  Harbud  was  elected 
a working  member. — D.  Warren. 

Bostonian. — On  the  20th  the  first  outing  of  the  season 
will  be  held  at  Pangbourne.  There  are  several  prizes 
for  competition  (bank  only).  A saloon  carriage  will  be 
reserved  for  the  members  each  way.  Start  from 
Paddington  by  8.55  train,  return  by  the  7.52  p.m. 
During  the  week  the  following  have  weighed-in  : — Mr. 
Everett,  roach;  Mr.  Eome,  dace;  Mr.  Ward,  bream 
(heaviest  41b.  8oz.) ; Mr.  Taylor,  dace;  Mr.  Ewin,  dace  ; 
Mr.  Jennings,  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  West,  roach;  and 
Mr.  Brown,  roach. — J.  H. 

Brompton. — On  the  13th  inst.,  at  our  outing  to 
Yalding,  five  prizes  were  taken  : Mr.  Cecil,  first, 
with  the  heaviest  take,  and  a prize  for  the  best  take  of 
roach ; Mr.  F.  Briggs,  second  ; Mr.  Ashby,  third  ; and 
Mr.  E.  Briggs,  fourth.  On  Monday  Mr.  Davis  brought 
up  some  roach,  bream,  and  tench.  A snecial  meeting 
has  been  called  for  Wednesday  next  to  settle  some 
business  in  connection  with  the  club  punt. — H.  E. 

Brothers  Well  Met.— On  the  13th  inst.  we  had  a 
good  show  of  fish,  Mr.  Hy.  Canton,  first,  with  131b.  8Joz. 
bream  (largest  31b.  9joz.)  ; Mr.  Tame,  91b.  roach  ; and 
Mr.  Maynard,  41b.  4Joz.  roach.  I should  like  to  see  all 
the  committee  on  Tuesday  evening  at  9 o’clock  at  the 
clubhouse,  as  we  have  important  business  to  transact. — 
Hy.  Tame. 

Brothers  Well  Met  (Birmingham).— The 

members  of  the  above  society  journeyed  from  the  club- 
house, The  Trees,  Hockley  Hill,  Blun,  on  Tuesday  the 
8th  inst..  to  Penkridge,  to  hold  their  annual  contest, 
and  a most  enjoyable  day  was  spent.  T.  Bates  took 
first  prize,  and  the  president,  T.  Kimberly,  second,  and 
W.  Beer  coming  in  third.  A move  was  then  made  to  the 
Boat  Inn,  where  the  proprietor  furnished  the  members 
with  a capital  dinner. — A.  Jarvis. 

Brunswick  Brothers. — On  the  13th  inst.  the  fol- 
lowing weighed  in  ; Messrs.  Wilson,  roach,  perch,  dace  ; 

B.  Bissell,  roach;  J.  Watkins,  roach,  chub,  dace; 

C.  Parmenter,  bream ; B.  Lees,  roach  and  jack ; 
A.  Thompson,  bream,  roach ; Ed.  Lee,  roach. — J. 
Watkins. 

Camden.— Mr.  Marshall  has  had  four  good  shows  of 
roach,  bream,  and  jack ; Mr.  Lockmiller,  roach  and 
bream  ; Mr.  Critcher,  roach  ; Mr.  Sartain,  roach  ; Mr. 
Langton,  roach ; Mr.  King,  perch  ; Mr.  Leslie,  roach 
and  dace.  We  have  decided  to  have  a brake  outing  on 
Sept.  10.— C.  White. 

Central  Visiting  List.— A very  successful  visit 
was  paid  to  the  Blackfriars  on  Monday  last,  their  club- 
room  being  crowded.  Host  Willson  ably  officiated  as 
chairman,  and  Mr.  W.  Barker,  vice-chairman,  who  were 
supported  by  Messrs.  C.  A.  Medcalf,  W.  J.  Wade,  Host 
G.  H.  Sheppard,  W.  Parkin,  and  others.  Some  excel- 
lent harmony  was  rendered,  and  a very  enjoyable 
evening  passed.  Twenty-three  societies  answered  to 
the  roll-call,  and  Mr.  Wade,  in  returning  thanks,  drew  the 
attention  of  the  friends  present  to  the  very  urgent  and 
distressing  appeal  of  the  Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society 
on  behalf  of  the  widow  and  eight  children  of  the  late 
William  Talbot,  who  was  drowned  while  taking  part  in 
the  Pulborough  Competition  on  July  13  last.  The  case 
is  strongly  recommended  to  the  proverbial  generosity  of 
brother  anglers  as  a truly  deserving  one,  and  he  also  drew 
the  attention  of  those  present  to  the  claims  of  the 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.  The  next  visit  will  be  to 
the  Burton  Piscatorials. — C.  Watling. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun.— On  the 
13th,  Mr.  Macdonnell  had  bream  from  Amberley, 
221b.  6oz.  ; Mr.  F.  Bradley,  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon, 
21b.  4^oz. ; and  Mr.  Caste'll,  roach  and  dace.  _ The  next 
return  visit  on  the  C.  and  D.  list  will  be  to  this  society, 
date  next  week. — Cas. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List. — - A 

visit  on  the  above  list  was  paid  to  the  Convivial 
Angling  Society  on  Monday  evening,  but,  owing 
to  the  heat  of  the  weather  and  being  so  soon 
after  the  holidays,  it  was  poorly  attended,  viz.. 
Convivial,  City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun,  Eustonian, 
Amicable  Waltonians,  Funny  Folks,  Islington  Brothers, 
and  Waggoners.  There  was  plenty  of  harmony,  and  the 
chairman  (Mr.  Juchan)  cordially  thanked  those  gentle- 
men who  were  kind  enough  to  attend.  The  next  visit 
will  be  to  the  City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun,  held  at 
the  Geoige  Tavern,  Brooke-street,  Holborn-bars. — F. 
Castell,  hon.  sec. 

ClapKam  Junction. — Since  my  last  report  the 
following  have  had  fish  : Messrs.  Geo.  Edwards,  321b. 
barbel,  &c.  ; H.  Moore,  81b.  9oz.  bream  and  roach  ; E. 
Chapman,  51b.  Ofoz.  bream  and  roach  ; Turner,  Bowater, 
Porter,  &c.,  also  weighed-in.  Members  please  note  that 
August  24  will  be  quarter  night,  when  important  business 
w'ill  be  brought  forward. — G.  T.  Jameson. 


Cobden. — On  the  13th  Mr.  E.  Baxter  bad  roach  and 
dace,  and  Mr.  T.  Twyman  roach  and  gudgeon.  A special 
general  meeting  will  take  i>lace  on  Tuesday,  Aug.  29,  to 
discuss  important  business  and  to  arrange  for  a match. 
The  representatives  of  the  Cobden  Working  Men’s  Club 
gave  notice  that  a Club  Union  Angling  Competition  will 
take  place  on  Sept.  17  from  Moul.sey  Lock  to  Sunbury. 

Copeubagen. — We  held  our  annual  outing  on  the 
12th  inst.  at  Harlington.  The  company  thoroughly  en- 
joyed themselves,  the  majority  amusing  themselve.s  with 
the  sport  of  the  club,  there  being  some  very  good 
Prussian  carp  caught  by  Mr.  Parker  and  various  other 
members. — B.  Pitt. 

Crown  and  Buckland. — Since  my  last  report,  on 
July  30,  the  following  weighed-in  some  good  takes  of 
fish  ; Mr.  Nitty,  bream  and  roach  ; Mr.  Sherwood,  roach 
and  dace ; Mr.  Chapman,  bream  and  roach  ; Mr.  Bur- 
wash,  roach  ; Mr.  Walter,  bream,  dace,  and  roach  (two 
largest  roach,  11b.  5Joz.  and  11b.  4oz.).  Ang.  2 : Mr. 
Gabell,  bream  and  roach.  Ang.  6 : Mr.  Walter,  roach, 
bream,  and  dace.  Aug.  9 : Mr.  Burwash,  dace  and 
roach.  Aug.  13  : Mr.  Norris,  bream  and  tench  ; Mr.  H. 
Wright,  roach,  tench,  &c.  ; Mr.  Sherwood,  roach  and 
bream  ; Mr.  W.  Long,  roach,  bream,  and  dace.  A 
special  general  meeting  will  be  held  on  Aug.  23,  at  nine 
o’clock  sharp.  'The  next  outing  will  be  to  Amberley  on 
Aug.  27,  for  several  prizes.  We  have  a few  vacancies 
for  new  members.  Meeting  nights,  Sundays  and  Wed- 
nesdays.— W.  H.  Burwash. 

Daiston. — On  the  13th,  in  spite  of  the  heat, 
many  of  my  members  were  on  the  war  path,  and  Messrs. 
E.  Parram,  J.  Cogswell,  H.  Poore,  C.  Pocock,  C.  Ward, 
and  S.  Mai  by  had  a nice  show  of  roach,  bream,  perch, 
dace,  and  jack.  I should  like  to  see  some  of  the  absent 
friends  a little  oftener. — S.  Malby. 

Barlsfield. — Au  outing  will  take  place  on  the 
20th  inst.,  at  Bytteet.  Train  leaves  Clapham  Junction 
at  8.40,  finish  fishing  seven  o’clock. — Hon.  Sec. 

Bpsom. — Since  my  last  report  there  has  only  been 
weighed-in  the  following  : Messrs.  Holt  and  Howell, 
141b.  8Joz.  dace  and  roach  ; E.  W.  Hailes,  two  roach, 
11b.  Sjoz.  and  11b.  l^oz.,  and  a dace  9ioz. — E.  W. 
Hailes. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials. — On  Saturday  last  the 
following  weighed-in  : Mendham,  roach  ; Mayes,  roach. 
On  the  13th,  W.  J.  Talbot,  grayling  and  roach.  On 
Wednesday,  Jones,  roach,  perch,  and  tench.  We  fish  a 
match  at  Hatfield  Peverel  on  the  26th  and  27th  inst. 
Members  to  go  on  either  day  by  last  train  on  Friday 
evening  or  Saturday  evening.  One  rod.  Jack  barred. 
Fishing  to  cease  at  five  o’clock  on  each  day.  Fall 
particulars  at  the  clubhouse,  and  all  are  requested  to 
attend  on  Wednesday  to  discuss  arrangements.— W.  J. 
Talbot. 

Free  Anglers  (Star  Club),  Crewe.— This  club  had 
a most  successful  public  match  at  Calveley  Canal  on 
Saturday  last,  Bancroft,  of  Warrington,  being  very 
lucky  in  winning  first  prize,  a roach  of  about  lOoz. 
falling  to  his  lot.  Results:  1st,  Bancroft,  Warrington, 
14|oz.,  two  shots  ; 2nd,  S.  Bateman,  Crewe,  lljoz. ; 3rd, 
J.  Green,  Wigan,  lOjoz.,  four  shots;  4th,  Butt,  Crewe, 
lOjOz. ; 5th,  Hassall,  Nantwich,  lOoz.,  eleven  shots  ; 6th, 
W.  Wood,  Harrington,  lOoz.  ; 7th,  T.  Davies,  Nantwich, 
9foz.,  six  shots;  8th,  J.  Heavyside,  Northwich,  8ioz. ; 
above  120  fishermen  pegged  down. 

Funny  Folks. — On  13th  inst.  the  following  weighed- 
in  from  Amberley: — Messrs.  Biggs,  roach,  bream,  and 
dace,  101b.  Ojoz. ; H.  Whitebread,  roach,  bream,  and 
dace,  31b.  13Joz. ; F.  Vanhegan,  roach,  bream,  and  dace, 
21b.  5yOZ.  ; S.  Hill,  roach  and  dace  ; and  P.  Willard, 
roach.  Mr.  W.  Ivory  had  21b.  14oz.  of  roach  from  the 
Lea.  We  have  some  important  business  to  transact  next 
meeting  night. — J.  W.  Biggs. 

General  Post  OfiB.ee. — Amongst  those  who  brought 
home  fish  on  last  week  were  Messrs.  Groves  and  Bundy, 
roach  and  dace  from  Walton,  and  Messrs.  Neale  and 
Wallace,  roach  and  bream  from  Amberley.— L.  W. 
Donne. 

Globe. — A smoking  concert  will  take  place  at  the 
above  club  on  Monday  next,  the  21st,  for  the  benefit  of 
our  oldest  member,  Charles  Franklin,  who  has  been  very 
badly  off  for  a long  time  through  illness.  Anglers  will 
be  sure  of  a hearty  welcome,  will  see  a fine  show  of 
stuffed  fish,  hear  a good  concert,  and  do  a good  turn  to 
an  old  angler.  We  had  a fair  show  of  fish  on  the  13th, 
consisting  of  bream,  roach,  tench,  and  perch,  taken  by 
Messrs.  Ballard,  Riggs,  Hoggett,  Sumner,  Lawrence, 
and  Thomas.  Largest  tench  2ib.,  taken  by  Mr.  Ballard, 
at  the  Welsh  Harp.— W.  J.  Lawrence. 

Clood  Intent.— Our  dinner  takes  place  on  Monday 
next,  at  the  Eye  House.  The  brake  will  start  from  the 
club-house  at  9 o’clock  a.m.  The  members  will  fish  for 
prizes,  consisting  of  joints  of  meat  given  by  Mr.  Green 
of  the  Pike  and  Anchor  Inn,  Ponders  End,  on  the  27th 
inst. ; each  comiietitor  to  pay  Is.  entrance,  to  make 
other  prizes.  The  prizes  to  be  given  up  same  day  ; to 
be  fished  for  at  Ponders  End  (roam  of  water).  All  start 
by  9 o’clock  train.— R.  Murphy. 

Grange.— During  the  last  week  Messrs.  F.  Hollands, 
Wright,  Ryder,  Sandilands,  and  Green  have  weighed-in 
several  pounds  of  roach  and  dace  between  them  Mr. 
Ryder,  71b.  IJoz.  Mr.  Hollands’  take  included  a dace 
SJoz. — W.  K. 

Great  Eastern.— Since  last  report  the  following 
have  weighed-in  ;— F.  Hudson,  roach  and  bream,  121b. ; 
J.  Grande,  roach  and  bream,  61b.  ; W.  Burling,  roach 
and  bream,  31b.  ; G.  Weaver,  roach  and  perch,  61b.  B. 
Edwards  and  W.  Steer  also  had  fish.— G.  F.  Weaver. 

Great  Northern  Brothers. — On  the  13th  inst.  the 
following  weighed-in  some  good  bream,  roach,  and 
(Jace  :— J.  Osborne,  181b.  2oz. ; J.  Cartwright,  L51b.  ; W. 
Parkin,  141b.  lOoz. ; C.  Large,  61b.  12oz.  ; J.  R.  Fitch, 
31b.  lloz.  Total,  581b.  3oz.— J.  A.  Fitch. 
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Gresham.  The  usual  weekly  meetiner  was  held  on 
Tuesday,  presided  over  by  Mr.  E.  F.  Goodwin.  The 
following’  reports  on  fishing  were  handed  in  •.  Mr.  E. 
Hesse,  fifteen  nice  roach  from  Kelvedon  ; Messrs.  Dippie 
and  Fosbrooke,  dace,  from  the  Lea ; Mr.  White,  trout, 
from  the  Darenth  ; Mr.  Conellan,  bream,  from  Amberley, 
Mr.  A.  Wright,  between  thirty  and  forty  dace  from  the 
Colne ; Messrs.  Hall  and  Close,  roach,  dace,  and  bream, 
with  a fly  ; Mr.  Close,  three  trout  and  three  grayling, 
from  the  Hampshire  Avon  ; Dr.  Brunton,  several  trout, 
from  the  Anton  ; the  secretary,  a l|lb.  trout  from  the 
Ver.  Mr.^  Bramley,  who  had  given  a book,  “ The  Rivers 
of  Devon,”  as  a prize  for  bream  fishing,  now  added  to  it 
“ The  Game  Fishes  of  England,”  for  which  he  was 
heartily  thanked.  Next  Tuesday,  Mr.  J.  B.  Close,  will 
read  a paper,  and  on  the  29th  there  will  be  a roacli  out- 
ing at  Mitcham.— James  Tatler. 

Havelock.— On  July  30  Mr.  Pfleger  and  Mr.  J.  Gay 
weighed-in  some  very  nice  roaoh,  and  again  on  Aug  6 
Mr.  Pfleger  had  Tflb.  roach;  Mr.  Gay,  3flb.  ; Mr.  D. 
Lincoln  and  Mr.  Barp  had  roach.  On  Aug.  8 Mr  S. 
Moffett  had  191b.  rudd  (one  21b.  IJoz.  and  two  others 
nearly  21b.  each).  On  Aug.  13  Mr.  J.  Griflith  had 
41b.  5oz.  bream,  and  Mr.  E.  Barp  roach.  The  next 
return  visit  takes  place  on  Monday,  Aug.  28.— W 
Young,  sec. 

Heavts  of  Oak. — On  the  13th  inst.  several  of  our 
members  were  out  for  a pegged-down  match.  On  the 
20th  a roam  takes  place  from  Rye  House  Bridge  to  St 
Margaret’s  Lock.  Time  of  fishing  9.30  a.m.  to  7 p.m. 
A break  and  four  has  been  arranged  for  our  annual 
dinner,  which  takes  place  on  Aug.  27  ; a few  vacancies 
are  still  left.  The  outing  is  sure  to  be  an  enioyable 
one. — W.  H.  Fenner. 

Horseferry. — On  Aug  20  we  compete  for  three  prizes 
at  Chelmsford.  All  members  to  go  by  the  8.25  a.m. 
train  from  Liverpool-street.  One  rod  only  to  be  used  — 
F.  Taylor. 

Hounsfield  Otters.— On  the  13th  inst.  the  following 
weighed-in;  Messrs.  W.  F.  Liddle,  71b.  llioz.,  roach 
and  dace ; F.  S.  Thomas,  41b.  lljoz.,  roach  ; J. 
Stephens,  11b.  4foz.,  roach  and  dace  ; J.  Alexander 
one  bream,  31b.  14joz.,  and  two  roach,  21b.  3Joz.  ; f! 
Ashwood,  21b.  Joz.,  roach  and  dace:  J.  Cornwellj 
21b.  7ioz.,  roaoh  and  chub ; S.  Smith,  one  bream! 
21b.  8oz.  ; J.  Macdonald,  one  barbel,  21b.  5Joz  • and 
some  perch  and  dace— total,  291b.  14|oz.  Four  prizes 
not  taken  at  Harlow  will  be  fished  for  on  the  21  th.  Go 
where  yon  please,  but  must  not  leave  home  until  the 
morning  of  that  day.  Same  conditions  as  last.— F.  S.  T 
Boston  Brothers.— Our  trays  were  well  filled  on 
the  13th.  T.  Rowe  weighed-in  jack,  81b.  13foz.,  and 
perch  and  dace  ; G.  H.  Wood,  some  splendid  perch, 
Clb. ; F.  Newton,  bream,  51b.  13oz. ; G.  Orrow,  roach’ 
41b.  14oz.,dace,  11b.  lloz.  ; P.  Schulze,  barbel,  3lb.  2oz.,’ 
dace,  21b.  lOoz.,  and  roach.  W.  Cooper  also  had  roach 
and  dace. — R.  Ghubnet. 

Independent  Brothers.  — On  Aug.  13  the  fol- 
lowing weighed-in  : — Mr.  Gollop,  roach ; Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald, roach.  We  have  decided  to  hold  an  opening 
concert  on  Sept.  11.  The  delegates’  report  from  Central 
Association  was  received  with  thanks.  Mr.  Beckett 
has  given  us  a prize  for  an  outing.  Members  are  re- 
quested to  attend  on  Wednesday  to  arrange  particulars. 
— E.  Begsbt. 

Ironbridge  (Shropshire).— The  members  of  this 
popular  institution  have  arranged  an  attractive  pro- 
gramme of  gatherings  for  the  next  few  weeks,  and 
special  prizes  will  be  offered.  Members  intending  to 
compete  must  send  in  their  names  to  the  treasurer  two 
days  at  least  before  the  date  named  for  each  competi- 
tion. Prizes  for  the  best  aggregate  takes  will  be  given. 
Weigh-in,  once  only,  between  the  following  dates— from 
Aug.  1 to  15,  from  16  to  31  inclusive,  and  from  Sept.  1 
to  15,  and  16  to  30.  No  Sunday  fishing  is  permitted. 
The  competitions  for  special  prizes  will  take  place  on 
Aug.  16,  Sept.  2,  13,  and  30.  Mr.  F.  G.  Beddowes  has 
been  elected  chairman  in  place  of  the  late  Mr.  Lister. 

Islington  Brothers.— On  the  13th  inst.  we  had 
some  nice  shows  of  roaoh  by  Messrs.  J.  Carpenter  and 
Holder.  I hope  members  will  not  forget  the  concert  on 
Monday,  August  28,  as  I hope  to  see  our  club  room  full. 

— J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  'Walton. — The  members  competed  for  four 
special  prizes  on  the  13th  inst.  at  Ware.  Mr.  A.  Furlong 
secured  first  honours  ; Mr.  T.  Goodwins,  second  ; Mr.  H 
Butt,  third  ; Mr.  C.  Layton,  fourth.  Messrs,  j.  Poole. 

J.  K.  Charters,  and  T.  W.  Garrard  weighed-in  on  the 
same  day.  The  members  fish  for  three  special  prizes  on 
the  27th  inst.,  at  the  same  place,  and  on  the  same  con- 
ditions. Three  special  prizes  are  given  to  be  competed 
for  on  the  30th  inst.  Same  conditions.  Particulars  of 
the  prizes  can  be  had  at  the  club-house. — H.  B. 

Jolly  Anglers.— The  first  match  of  the  season  took 
place  on  Monday  last  at  Earith  Bridge.  Forty  members 
paid  entrance  fee,  and  tbirty-eight  pegged-down  for 
fishing.  There  was  a stiff  breeze  up  to  four  o’clock,  and 
the  water  very  clear,  not  a favourable  day.  The 
next  match  will  be  held  at  Pope’s  Corner  on  Mon- 
day, the  21st  inst.,  and  for  the  convenience  of  members 
the  party  boat  Isinglass  has  been  chartered  of  Mr.  Allen, 
of  The  Club,  Ely,  to  convey  members  from  Ely  station 
to  the  fishing  ground  and  back,  free  of  charge,  imme- 
diately upon  arrival  of  the  8.25  train  from  Cambridge. 

Jubilee.— On  Aug.  7 we  had  a splendid  show  of 
bream  weighed-in  by  Mr.  Bence,  281b.  lOoz.,  four  of 
them  going  31b.  each.  Mr.  G.  Scott  had  4|lb.  roach,  and 
Mr.  Ide  6Ub.  of  roach,  dace,  and  jack,  best  roach 
11b.  Sjoz.  On  the  13th  Mr.  Scott  had  roach  and  bream  ■ 
Mr.  Bence,  roach ; Mr.  Ide,  roach  and  dace ; Mr! 
Tomkins,  roach  ; Mr.  Warner,  roach  and  dace  ; and  Mr. 

G.  Scott,  roach  and  bream. — A.  Ide. 

Junior  Fly  Fishers.— Mr.  H.'Pord  in  the  chair. 


Some  more  money  was  collected  in  aid  of  the  sufferers 
of  the  Skegness  disaster  ; this  list  will  close  on  Thursday 
The  secretary  reported  on  his  visit  to  the  Izaak 
Walton  Tercentenary  Celebration,  at  Broxburne,  and 
stated  his  reasons  for  opposing  the  proposition  to  erect 
a window  in  St.  Dnnstan’s  CUurch,  at  a cost  of  about 
=s70,  as  he  considered  the  funds  so  raised  might  be  em- 
ployed more  beneficially  in  endowing  a bed  in  a con- 
valescent home,  or  elsewhere,  for  necessitous  anglers, 
in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  the  life  of  Izaak 
Walton.  The  members  present  were  unanimous  in  the 
opinions  expressed  by  him.  Members  who  desire  to 
join  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  will  please  let 
secretary  know  as  he  is  now  preparing  the  list.  Mr 
May  reported  having  taken  fish  in  Belgium  and  Holland,’ 
Mr.  Wright  dace  from  private  waters  at  Hertford.  Mr. 
Wilkins  roach,  dace,  and  ©ne  perch  from  the  Ouse  ; Mr. 
Ford  chub  from  the  Nene,  largest  about  l*lb.— Hon 
Sec. 

^-i-scatorial  Society.  — T wo  members, 
fishing  near  Drayton  on  the  11th  and  12th  inst.,  had  a 
splendid  take  of  roach,  weighing  541b.,  besides  other 
fish  ; 361b.  of  the  roach,  varying  from  21b.  6oz.  to  |lb 
each,  were  brought  to  the  club  house,  the  two  best  fish 
21b.  6oz.  and  21b.  respectively,  five  others  averaged  lilb. 
and  seven  others  weighed  over  lib.  each.  On  the 
13th  inst.,  Messrs.  J.  W.  Freeman  and  H.  G.  Penny 
fished  off  their  tie  for  first  prize  in  our  last  competition, 
the  latter  gentleman  winning  with  a 14oz.  roaoh.  Their 
united  take  weighed  9Jlb.  Our  next  competition  takes 
place  at  Wateringbnry  on  the  20th  inst.— W.  W.  C. 

Lady  of  the  Lake.— On  the  8th  inst.  Mr!  G. 
Bailey,  fishing  from  febe  hank  a*  Kingston,  landed  a 
specimen  tench  of  21b.  9oz.  Wth  inst.,  Mr.  Masters, 
perch,  roach,  and  dace  (one  perch  one  lilb.)  ; Mr  a’ 
Wilmot,  roach  and  dace.  13th  inst.,  Mr.  Lock,  roacli 
and  dace  (one  dace,  5foz.)  ; Mr.  Carter,  barbel,  roach, 
and  dace,  frorn  Twickenham  (one  barbel  31b.  lojoz.)  Mr. 
T.  Bench,  while  in  North  Wales, has  had  some  excellent 
takes  of  sea-trout  with  the  fly.  At  last  meeting  four  new 
members  were  elected.— S.  Burton. 

Lincoln,  On  the  13th  inst.  the  following  had  some 
nice  shows  of  fish  :— Mr.  Griflfiths,  bream  and  roach  ; 
Mr.  More,  bream  and  roach ; and  Mr.  Watling,  bream’ 
and  roach.  A concert  will  take  place  on  Monday,  Sept. 
11,  in  aid  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  when  I 
hope  members  will  do  their  best  to  make  it  a success. — 
W.  Watling. 

Liverpool.  The  fish  in  our  Knowsley  Water  have 
gone  entirely  off  the  feed,  none  but  small  2oz.  and[3oz. 
roach  being  taken.  This  is  very  strange,  as  previously 
large  takes  of  good  fish  were  regularly  obtainable.  Mr. 
F.  Thomas  Place  has  taken  the  trout  of  the  season  from 
the  reservoir  at  Peii-y-Cae.  It  was  a grand  Loch 
Levener,  and  weighed  21b.  U^oz.  Mr.  W.  Cox,  of  Man- 
chester-street,  is  setting  up  the  fish  for  the  club-room 
— R.  Wooleall. 

Mildmay. — Very  poor  attendance  on  Tuesday,  and 
no  fish  on  the  13th  inst.  I hope  the  members  will  show 
up  on  Tuesday  next  to  make  arrangements  for  our 
Sunday  outing. — Jno.  Comber. 

Mitre  Brothers.— On  the  13th  inst.  Mr.  Timmins 
had  the  largest  show  of  fish— 141b.  of  bream,  from  the 
Ouse  (largest  Iflb.).  I hope  all  members  will  do  their 
best  towards  swelling  the  fund  now  being  raised  for  the 
widow  of  the  late  William  Talbot.— A.  Toplis. 

Mitre  Brothers.  A committee  meeting  was  held 
on  Thursday  evening,  re  Mr.  W.  Tftlbat,  and  we  hope 
all  will  be  present  at  the  next  meeting,  Aug.  24  — J 
Long. 

Norlands. — Our  first  general  outing  this  season 
took  place  on  Thursday,  10th  inst  , to  Slough.  Mr. 
Lewis,  of  the  Dolphin  Hotel,  provided  a capital  spread. 
At  7.30  tea  was  served.  Among  those  gentlemen  who 
had  fish  were  Messrs.  P.  Francis,  Russell,  Winkworth, 
Bass,  Graves,  Cooper,  Turner,  and  Dawson.  The  party 
returned  by  the  9.50  train,  after  spending  a most  enjoy- 
able day. — Hon.  Reporter. 

Original  Alexandra.— On  the  13th  inst.  the  fol- 
lowing weighed-in  : — B.  Preston,  roach  and  bream,  and 
a handsome  perch  of  21b.  3oz.  ; Brockett,  sen.,  loach  ; 
H.  Gable,  bream;  Brockett,  jun.,  bream;  H.  Brewer, 
bream.  The  members  fish  for  eight  prizes  at  Cheshunt 
on  Aug.  27  (pegged  down).— C.  Dennis. 

Park.— At  the  peg-down  match  on  the  13th  inst.,  in 
the  Forty  Guinea  water,  the  four  prizes  were  taken  as 
foUows : Messrs.  Thompson,  Vyle,  Lewis,  and  Gibbs  • 
Mr.  Thompson  had  a roach  of  lib.  loz.— W.  Skeggs. 

Feckkam  Brothers. — Last  week  three  prizes  were 
taken  by  Messrs.  Brancker,  Gardham,  Slidolph.  We 
had  about  201b.  of  roach.  One  prize  is  still  open.  I 
hope  some  of  the  members  will  show  up  next  week  early. 

— W.  E.  Gardham. 

Phoenix.— On  Aug.  11,  Mr.  Boxall  had  81b.  lOoz.  jack 
and  lib.  lOJcz.  roach,  and  on  Aug.  13,  111b.  9oz.  jack  ; 
Mr.  Reed  had  101b.  8oz.,  bream  and  roach  ; Messrs.  Carr 
and  Chapman  also  weighed-in  a few  fish.  Three  half 
guineas  will  be  angled  for  at  Amberley  on  Sept  3 
(public  water).— H.  W.  Morgan. 

I*ixie  Brothers.— Our  monthly  outing  will  take 
place  on  Aug.  27  ; fish  where  you  like.  All  members 
must  go  and  return  from  Wateringbnry  Station.  Mr. 

H.  Mitchell  had  a nice  show  on  the  13th,  total  weight 
16ilb.— E.  PVNE. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,— A special  meeting 
will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  Aug.  23,  at  eight  o’clock, 
to  make  conditions  of  match  which  will  take  place  on 
Sept.  10,  and  to  finish  the  alteration  of  rules. — 

J.  Harris. 

Prince  of  Wales. — Mr.  Robins  weighed-in  over 
401b.  of  bream  on  the  13th  inst.,  several  of  them  very 
fair  size;  Mr.  Porter,  bream  and  one  roach,  the  latter 
urning  the  scale  at  11b.  llfoz.,  which  is  being  cased. 


There  were  also  good  shows  from  other  members. — ■ 
W.  B. 

Rodney. — On  the  13th  init.  some  nice  fish  were 
shown  as  follows  : Messrs.  J.  Davis,  roaoh  and  dace 

(largest  roaoh,  11b.  lOfoz.) ; J.  Wigley,  roach,  bream, 
and  dace ; F . Lamberton,  roach  and  dace ; F.  T. 
Lamberton,  roach  and  dace,  and  bream;  G.  Sharman, 
roach  and  dace.  Onr  next  monthly  outing  takes  place 
at  Amberley,  on  the  27th  inst.,  same  conditions  as  last. 
Will  members  show  up  better  next  Wednesday  1 Gentle- 
men wishing  to  join  an  angling  society  cannot  do  better 
than  join  the  above. — F.  T.  Lamberton. 

Royal  George.— On  the  13th  inst.  the  following 
weighed-in  ; Mr.  Robinson,  roach  ; Mr.  Harris,  roach. 
We  had  a very  fair  muster  of  members  last  Wednesday, 
and  there  are  still  some  faces  we  should  like  to  see  more 
often. — W.  R.  Shaw. 

Royal  Oak. — Since  my  last  report  the  following 
members  have  weighed-in  :— On  July  30,  Messrs.  F. 
Barclay  had  roach  and  dace,  71b.  9oz.,  two  dace  12oz. 
each;  J.  Stanley,  71b.  lloz.  of  roach;  W.  Smith,  roach, 
41b.  12foz. ; E.  Perry,  31b.  Ifi^oz..  one  dace  12ioz.  ; H. 
Sallnow,  roach  ; G.  Yeo,  roach  ; M.  Day,  roach  ; J.  Yeo, 
roach,  31b.  9^oz.  Aug.  6,  F.  Barclay,  roach,  81b.  6oz. ; 
M.  Day,  roach  ; H.  Sallnow,  roach.  Ang.  7,  J.  Yeo, 
l‘21b.  8oz.  ; A.  Barclay,  61b.  4oz.  roach  and  dace,  one 
roach  11b.  d^oz.,  one  dace  lOoz.  ; R.  Morris,  31b.  ITjoz. 
roach;  W.  Smith,  roach,  21b.  lloz. ; F.  Barclay,  roach, 
21b.  7oz. ; J.  Stanbery,  roach,  15oz.  ; M.  Day,  11b.  lloz. 
roach  ; and  on  Ang.  13,  F.  Barclay,  roach  and  chub, 
91b.  12oz.  ; E.  Perry,  roaoh,  21b.  13joz.,  one  roaoh, 
11b.  ,5|oz.  ; W.  Smith,  roach,  21b.  13oz.  ; J.  Yeo.  roach, 
21b.  13^oz.  ; M.  Day,  roach,  11b.  12oz. ; H.  Sallnow, 
roaoh,  11b.  13^oz. ; and  W.  Jones,  roach,  11b.  lOjoz. — A. 
Barclay. 

St.  John’s. — We  had  a nice  show  of  fish  on  the 
13th  inst.  Mr.  G.  Jeffreys  had  some  good  roach  from 
the  Welsh  Harp  water.  The  annual  dinner  will  take 
place  at  the  old  Ship  Hotel,  Burnham-on-Crouch,  Essex, 
0“  requiring  tickets  for  friends  will 

oblige  by  making  application  for  them  at  once  to — F. 
Thorling. 

Second  Surrey. — Several  members  were  out  on  the 
13th,  and  had  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon.  Mr.  F.  C. 
Ballinger  was  duly  elected  a working  member  on  Tues- 
day. As  the  S.L.U.  visit  was  on  at  the  W^aggoners, 
Vauxhall,  the  books  were  closed  half  an  hour  earlier  to 
enable  the  members  to  pay  them  a visit. — J.  Wright. 

Serapis.  On  the  13th  inst.  Mr.  J.  Edward  weighed- 
in  61b.  5oz.  roach,  two  largest  11b.  3|oz.  and  11b.  IJoz. 

I shall  be  glad  for  members  to  show  up  well  to  the  end 
of  September,  as  we  have  several  very  important 
matters  to  settle.  On  Wednesday  two  new  members 
were  proposed  and  Mr.  G.  Sully  weighed-in  roach  and 
dace,  21b.  llfoz — -J.  Laming. 

Seymour  Brotkers. — The  second  outing  will  take 
place  by  brakes  at  Walton  on  Thames  on  the  2nd  Sept. 
The  following  had  fish  on  the  13th  inst.  Mr.  Petrie,  roach 
and  dace,  E.  Wright,  bream,  and  Barnes,  roach. — 0.  B. 
Lumby. 

Silver  Trout.— On  Tuesday  last,  August  8,  Mr. 
Cherry  s name  was  omitted,  he  having  a tray  of  roach, 
perch,  and  jack  (largest  roach  lib.  13foz.).  On  the  13th 
Mr.  Gill  had  two  roach  from  Amberley— 11b.  6foz.  and 
11b.  4foz.  Mr.  Gill  also  had  16lb.  of  roach  and  bream, 
Mr.  Fletcher  had  a nice  roach  of  lib.  IJoz.  from  the  Lea. 
On  Tuesday  Mr.  Curtis  brought  up  a show  of  jack  and 
bream,  81b.  There  is  a dace  prize  for  this  month. — 
Pelican. 

Small  Arms.— During  the  holidays  T.  Crane  had 
one  perch,  11b.  2oz. ; J.  Spragg,  41b.  2oz.  roach;  G. 
Pycroft,  111b.,  chub  and  roach  ; H.  Smith,  31b.  lloz., 
roach  ; J.  Johnson,  11b.  13oz.  roach,  one  roach,  11b.  6oz. 
We  held  onr  first  smoking  concert  of  the  season  on 
Tuesday,  Aug.  15,  when  the  following  gentlemen  con 
tributed  to  the  harmony:  Messrs.  Hadley,  G.  Cook,  T. 
Letrav,  S.  Morby,  F.  Dudley,  Armour,  Dixon,  J.  Spragg, 
and  a very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  Mr.  C.  Norman 
presiding  at  the  piano. — John  J.  Johnson. 

Sociable  Brothers.— On  the  13th  inst.  the  following 
weighed-in:  T.  Jones,  a fine  show  of  bream  and  roach; 

T.  Sayce,  bream:  Rosamond,  roach;  Isaacs,  roach- 
Brown,  roach  ; and  Dean,  roach. — T.  Y. 

South  London. — In  the  match  on  Wednesday 
Messrs.  Smith,  Boorman,  and  Maish  took  the  three 
prizes.  On  the  20th  we  fish  for  two  prizes  at  Pul- 
borough.  On  the  13th  Mr.  Dartnall  had  bream  and  dace, 
and  Mr.  Frei,  roach.  Other  members  were  out,  but 
their  fish  had  “turned”  through  the  hot  weather.— 

J.  J.  F. 

South  London  'Visiting  List.— A visit  on  the 
above  list  was  paid  to  the  Waggoners  Angling  Society 
on  the  15th  inst.,  when  fifteen  clubs  were  represented, 
although  not  in  very  strong  numbers.  The  next  visit 
will  be  to  the  Blackfriars.  Notice  of  date  next  week. — 

A.  Conn. 

Stepney. — The  following  weighed-in  on  the  13th  inst. : 
Messrs.  Morrish,  bream  ; Ehren,  bream;  Jolly,  bream  ; 
West,  roach;  Bramley,  roach;  Wiltshire,  roach- 
Chamberlin,  roach  and  bream.  We  fish  a peg-down 
match  on  the  20th  at  Dagenham. — E.  Marrows. 

Sto'wmarket. — Since  last  report  Mr.  Haines  has  had 
five  fish,  41b.  loz.,  roach.  On  Tuesday  evening  the  first 
sweepstake  was  arranged  in  connection  with  the  society, 
the  same  gentleman  took  first  for  heaviest  catch  of  roach! 
Mr.  Huttman  Wilson  secured  the  best  fish,  a roach, 
11b.  3oz.  The  next  competition  will  take  place  on 
Tuesday,  Ang.  22. — Louis  Turner. 

Sundial. — Fourteen  of  our  members  fished  Slough 
on  the  13th,  seven  took  prizes : Messrs.  Hare,  H. 
Mockridge,  Comley,  Anstead,  Carpenter,  Kirk,  and  A. 
Mockridge.  On  Tuesday  next  arrangements  will  be 
made  for  another  outing  for  club  prizes. — H.  Reaves. 
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Tadcaster  Angling^  and  Preservation  Asso- 
ciation.— The  annual  match  of  the  above  association 
took  place  on  Aupr.  10  in  the  Derwent  at  Elvington. 
Thirty-three  members  competed,  nearly  all  taking  fish. 
The  match  lasted  four  hours.  Mr.  H.  Barker,  first, 
21b.  Ooz.  ; J.  Marshall,  second,  11b.  14‘roz.j  Ben  Carr, 
third,  lib.  lOi^oz. ; Thos.  Hale,  fourth,  11b.  5joz.  ; Bray- 
shaw,  fifth.  11b.  l^oz. ; E.  Jackson,  sixth,  lib.  OJoz. ; 
seventh  and  eighth,  W.  Atkinson  and  J.  T.  Hale,  with 
lib.  each  ; the  remaining  catches  being  under  lib.  The 
prizes,  amounting  to  close  upon  .£15,  will  be  distributed 
on  Monday,  Sept.  4.  After  the  match  the  members  and 
friends  sat  down  to  an  excellent  dinner,  provided  by  Mr. 
Giles,  of  the  Grey  Horse  Inn.  On  the  cloth  being  re- 
moved the  Vice-president  proposed  “ The  health  of  Mr. 
Barker,”  on  whose  land  they  had  fished.  The  Secre- 
tary (Mr.  Holloway)  then  gave  “ The  health  of  the 
prize-winners.”  “ The  Host  and  Hostess,”  and  other 
toasts  followed.  The  annual  sports,  promoted  by  the 
association,  for  the  children  of  the  village  then  com- 
menced, consisting  of  flat-racing,  water-jumping,  &c. 
The  party  left  Elvington  about  7.30,  after  a most  enjoy- 
able day.— W.  Holloway. 

United  Brothers. — Our  trays  were  well  filled  on 
the  13th  by  the  following  members  : — Mr.  F.  Beak, 
roach  ; J.  Oakley,  roach  and  bream  ; J.  Payne,  roach  ; 
W.  Windred,  roach ; H.  Tyler,  roach ; H.  Freame, 
roach;  J.  Steer,  roach;  H.  Fennell,  roach;  and  F. 
Penton,  roach.  We  fish  a pegged-down  match  on  the 
20th  inst.,  in  the  Medway,  for  several  money  prizes. — H. 
Tyleb. 

Waggoners. — Our  visit  on  the  S.L.U.V.L.  took 
place  on  Tuesday  last,  and  was  a great  success,  fifteen 
clubs  were  represented : Anglers’  Pride,  Amicable 
Excelsior,  Battersea  Friendly,  Bermondsey  Brothers, 
Bodney,  Second  Surrey.  St.  Alban’s  and  Excelsior,  St. 
George’s,  Waggoners,  Wellington,  Convivial,  Horse- 
ferry,  Midland,  St.  'Thomas’s,  Albert  Piscatorials.  I 
thank  those  gentlemen  who  favoured  us  with  their  com- 
pany. On  the  8th  Mr.  Powell  had  a fine  show  of  bream  ; 
on  the  9th,  Mr.  Betts,  bream  (largest  fish,  31b.  91b.) ; on 
the  13th,  Mr.  Clegg,  roach  ; Mr.  Dawson,  bream.  We 
fish  at  Byfleet  on  the  20th  for  prizes.  Members  may 
leave  what  time  they  like  on  Saturday  after  five  o’clock. 
Boundary,  from  the  Anchor  to  Newark  Mill,  and  to 
cease  fishing  at  half-past  six. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea. — On  Wednesday 
last  (Mr.  G.  Powe  presiding)  the  delegate  to  Central 
gave  in  his  report.  On  the  13th  Mr.  Temoleman 
weighed-in  111b.  of  roach  and  dace,  and  one  barbel, 
61b.  2oz,  Mr.  Allder  and  G.  Powe  had  a nice  show  of 
roach  and  dace  each.  A match  will  be  fished  on  the  20th 
inst.,  at  Yalding.  The  train  leaves  Charing  Cross  at 
seven  o’clock.— E.  Sutchall. 

■Walworth  Waltonians.— Aug.  16  meeting  held  at 
head-quarters,  Mr.  H.  Bayley  in  the  chair,  with  good 
muster  members  and  friends.  For  the  competition  on 
the  20th  inst.  (peg-down)  there  are  four  prizes  : 1st, 
JS2  2s.,  given  by  Mr.  Vincent  Lamer ; 2nd,  cash 
10s.  6d.,  given  by  Mr.  Hibble ; 3rd,  10s.  6d.,  given  by 
Mr.  Mitohel;  4th,  set  of  patent  floats,  given  by  Mr. 
Landers  (the  patentee).  We  fish  at  Sedbam,  Sussex. 
Important  meeting  next  Wednesday. — C.  Hibble. 

'Welling'toii.  — On  the  17th  inst.  Mr.  Haines  had 
81b.  ; Mr.  Beer,  71b.  3oz.  roach ; and  Mr.  Turnbull, 
31b.  14oz.  Mr.  Turnbull  again  weighed-in  roach  and 
dace  on  the  14th. — Charles  Wyeb. 

Wenlock. — On  the  13th  inst.  the  following  had  fish  : 
Messrs.  Mercer,  rudd  ; Kirtland,  roach  and  dace  ; Bur- 
ton, roach ; Sullivan,  roach  ; Heir,  roach ; Barker, 
roach.  I hope  members  will  attend  and  arrange  our 
summer  outing  and  dinner. — W.  M. 

Western  Piscatorials. — Several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  the  13th  inst.,  fishing  both  the  Kennett  and 
the  Ouse.  Mr.  Garrod  weighed-in  41b.  roach,  including 
•one  11b.  I50Z. : Mr.  Eider  also  weighed-in  a nice  roach, 

I and  Mr.  Kauffmann  5jlb.  of  bream,  lib.  of  roach,  and  a 
■dace  4oz. — D.  W.  Evans. 

West  Ham  Brothers. — At  our  match  on  the  13th 
inst.,  the  following  members  took  prizes : Mr.  Homer, 
1st,  with  101b.  3oz.,  one  bream  and  roach  weighing 
41b.  I5OZ.  ; Mr.  J.  Pasmore,  2nd,  71b.  Coz.  of  roach  ; Mr. 
G.  Hobbs,  3rd,  with  41b.  3Joz.  ; Mr.  C.  Lloyde,  4th, 
31b.  13oz. ; Mr.  C.  Eoberts,  5th,  31b.  5§oz.  ; Mr. 
■Seyfang,  31b.  25OZ. ; Mr.  Paracraina,  11b.  5joz.  ; Mr.  F. 
Humfryes,  31b.  2joz. ; Mr.  Dearlove,  21b.  ; Mr.  C. 
Maxsted,  61b.  8oz. ; Mr.  Jordon  and  Mr.  Kenny  also  fish. 
— E.  Lowtheb. 

West  London. — Our  first  club  mateh  of  the  season 
will  take  place  on  the  24th  and  27th  inst.  for  six 
prizes.  Any  public  water,  bank,  or  punt.  All  fish  to 
be  weighed-in  on  day  of  capture.  Members  whose 
■subscription  is  in  arrear  will  not  be  eligible  to  com- 
pete in  the  match. — J.  J.  Hunter. 

Westminster. — A visit  was  paid  to  this  society  on 
the  15th,  and  a grand  smoking  concert  took  place  on  this 
special  occasion.  Mr.  Atchinson,  chair  ; Mr.  Wheeler, 
vice-chair.  During  the  evening  some  well-known  and 
popular  vocalists  favoured  those  present,  Mr.  George 
De  Pledge,  Two  O’Bradys  (Irish  Comedians),  Mr.  Alf 
•Stewart,  C.  Eoser,  Wheeler,  Bean,  Pope,  Craoknell,  and 
Major.  Mr.  Pond  presided  at  the  piano.  On  the  13th, 
Mr.  Eoser  weighed-in  a fine  show  of  roach.  The  next 
outing  will  take  place  at  Horley,  on  Aug.  20. — G.  B. 

Woolwich  Brothers.  -In  beautiful  weather  the 
members  of  this  club  held  their  first  general  outing  on 
the  13th  inst.,  at  East  Farleigh,  a competition  taking 
place  in  the  river  Medway,  for  five  valuable  prizes,  as 
follows  : B.  Miles,  1st;  W.  Hart,  2nd;  E.  Scarborough, 
3rd  ; J.  Hicks,  4th  ; W.  Davis,  5th.  Although  the  takes 
were  small  the  contest  was  exciting;  only  half  an  ounce 
dividing  some  of  the  competitors  at  the  finish.— J.  E. 
Howcboft. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


ijg*  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  8t.  Dunstan’ s House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


The  Increasingf  demand  for  the  FISHING 
GAZETTE  necessitates  our  going  to  press 
somewhat  earlier  than  heretofore.  River 
reporters  will  oblige  by  sending  reports  so 
that  they  may  arrive  on  Thursday  evening 
at  latest  to  guarantee  Insertion. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.  — General  Eemabks. — It  will 
ever  remain  as  one  of  my  most  memorable  days  in  con- 
nection with  angling  to  have  been  present  last  week  at 
the  Tercentenary  luncheon  in  memory  of  Izaak  Walton 
at  the  charming  of  the  Crown  Hotel,  Brox- 

bourne,  situated  on  the  bamfes  of  the  river  Lea,  and  on 
that  occasion  to  represent  Old  Father  Thames.  It  was 
with  much  regret  the  president  of  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society,  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  J.P.,  at  the 
last  moment  was  prevented  from  being  present.  This 
was  my  first  visit  to  Broxboume,  and  was  necessarily  a 
limited  one,  but  I shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
going  again  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting,  as  described, 
“one  of  the  most  finished,  most  beautiful,  and  most 
tasteful  of  gardens,”  and  of  the  elegant  hostelry  itself, 
so  well  and  ably  conducted  by  Mrs.  Beningfield. 
And  now  I must  transfer  my  pen  and  thoughts 
to  my  own  river  of  Thames.  I have  no  doubt 
it  has  been  a matter  of  surprise  to  anglers  and 
others  that  so  little  has  been  done  amongst  the 
gudgeon,  and  I am  reminded  of  this  in  the  returns  of 
this  week  from  Kingston,  of  the  capture  of  twelve  dozen 
of  these  sportive  little  fish.  I can  remember  the  time, 
in  the  days  of  the  late  Francis  Francis,  when  he  referred 
to  the  almost  total  absence  of  gudgeon  in  the  Thames, 
and  which  continued  for  two  or  three  years ; but  they 
came  back  again,  and  many  a day  since  then  I have 
pleasantly  spent  in  gudgeon  fishing.  My  first  introduc- 
tion to  the  fishery  of  the  Thames  was  a day  amongst  the 
gudgeon,  with  my  predecessor,  the  late  Mr.  Henry  Far- 
well,  at  Staines,  when  I remember  the  result  of  my  take 
was  twenty-four  dozen  ; that  is  now  at  least  forty  years 
ago.  I have  to  report  the  capture  of  a small  trout  below 
Kew  Bridge,  in  the  net  of  E.  Pearce,  who  retained  the 
fish,  and  reported  iha  *|9itae  to  our  head  river  keeper, 
who  took  it  up  to  Kingston,  and  it  was  put  in  the  Thames 
by  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  at  his  garden  steps.  It  is 
described  as  a Thames  trout,  beautifully  marked. — B. 

Upper  Thames. — The  heat  during  the  past  week 
has  been  so  intense  that  it  has  been  positively  dangerous 
to  venture  on  the  river  in  a punt,  and  those  piscators 
who  in  all  and  any  state  of  the  elements  will  be  bold,  be 
the  quarry  only  gudgeon,  very  quickly  have  had  to  seek 
some  umbrageous  shelter  from  the  blazing  sun  and  the 
daring  reflection  from  the  water.  In  my  last  note  I 
omitted  to  report  the  capture  of  a very  fine  trout  of  81b. 
from  the  Harleyford  waters  by  Mr.  Hodges,  whose  suc- 
cess in  the  same  district  I have  had  the  pleasure  of 
notifying  many  a time  and  oft  in  seasons  gone  by. 
Gudgeon  are  to  be  had  by  anglers  who  are  partly  or 
wholly  salamanders,  but  other  fish  are  in  hot  water  and 
decline  to  get  out  of  it  for  hotter.  Weather  scorchingly 
sultry  ; wind,  well,  there  isn’t  any,  except  a breeze  indi- 
cative of  the  lower  regions. — Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Chertsey^. — John  Poulter,  one  day,  with 
Mr.  C.  Wastell,  six  dozen  of  roach  ; another  day,  with 
Mr.  Poole,  six  dozen  of  roach  ; another  day,  with  Mr. 
MacGenty  and  friend,  seven  dozen  of  roach  ; and  another 
day,  with  a gentleman,  four  dozen  of  roach,  one  brace 
of  perch,  and  two  brace  of  jack  ; L.  Hackett  during  the 
week  951b.  of  roach  ; A.  E.  Little  in  the  week  about 
thirteen  dozen  of  roach  and  a couple  of  bream. 

Thames  (Kingston). — John  Johnson,  during  the 
week,  twenty-seven  barbel,  three  jack,  five  bream,  and 
ten  dozen  of  roach.  J.  Wilkes,  eight  perch,  nine  jack, 
seven  bream,  a few  fine  roach  and  dace,  and  twelve 
dozen  of  gudgeon.  H.  Trotman,  in  four  days,  six  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace,  nine  bream,  and  four  barbel,  the 
largest  5Jlb.,  and  one  jack. 

Thames  (Penton  Hook).— F.  Collier,  one  day 
with  Mr.  Fuller  and  friend,  seven  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace  ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Blackinson,  eight  barbel 
and  one  brace  of  jack  ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Johnson 
and  friend,  twelve  barbel  and  four  chub,  the  largest 
barbel  weighing  41b. 

Thames  (Staines). — John  Keene,  jun.,  has  been 
out  all  the  week  and  done  well  with  tbe  barbel  and 
bream  ; one  of  the  days  with  Mr.  Wilson,  of  the  Batter- 
sea United  Piscatorials,  who  caught  eleven  barbel  and 
nine  bream,  tbe  latter  weighing  altogether  321b.  ; and 
another  day,  with  Messrs.  Grimmett  and  Newbury,  of 
the  New  Albion  Piscatorials,  thirty-four  barbel,  the 
largest  6ilb. 

Thames  (Sunbury). — Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud, 
during  the  week,  eighteen  barbel  and  twenty  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  Edward  Clarke,  in  two  days,  six 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; and  Mr.  Ball,  fishing  with 
John  Stroud  in  the  week,  one  trout  of  41b.  and  thirty 
barbel,  the  largest  weighing  8Jlb. 

Thames  (Teddington).  Joseph  Baldwin,  in  two 
days,  six  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  four  barbel,  and  one 
jack.  W.  McBride,  in  six  days,  twenty-two  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace,  four  jack,  and  a barbel  of  8^1b.  A 
gentleman  in  a private  boat  caught  a jack  of  91b. 


Thames  (Twickenham). — S.  Cole,  in  the  week, 
301b.  of  roach  and  dace  and  seven  barbel.  Eichard 
Coxen,  in  four  days,  221b.  of  roach  and  dace,  one  barbel 
and  two  bream.  John  Coxen,  in  one  day,  ten  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace.  J.  Dunn,  in  three  days,  241b.  of  roach 
and  dace  and  three  barbel ; Pert  Hammerton,  261b.  of 
roach  and  dace,  and  a bream  of  4, jib.  Mr.  Hammerton, 
in  four  days,  301b.  of  roach  and  dace,  three  perch,  four 
barbel,  and  two  bream.  John  Speny,  in  five  days,  201b. 
of  roach  and  dace,  nine  barbel,  and  a few  perch. 

Thames  CWalton). — Messrs.  J.  G.  Shepherd  and  W. 
Burgess,  fishing  with  <j.  Lavey,  four  dozen  of  roach  and 
a perch  of  11b.  3oz.  ; E.  Watford,  one  day,  with  Mr. 
’Woodward,  three  and  a half  dozen  of  fine  roach,  the 
largest  IJlb.  ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Searle,  201b.  of 
roach  and  bream,  a barbel  of  71b.,  and  one  jack  of  2.jlb.  ; 
and  another  day,  with  Mr.  J.  Dedman,  nine  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace  and  a couple  of  bream,  weighing  71b.  In 
bank  fishing  Mr.  Willis  caught  two  fine  perch,  weighing 
respectively  1 jib.  and  l|lb. : Mr.  Slade,  a jack,  of  31b. ; 
and  Mr.  Donaldson,  four  bream  of  31b.  each. 

■Windsor  District. — The  tropical  heat  of  the  past 
few  days  has  not  only  deterred  large  numbers  of  anglers 
from  going  out,  but  has  undoubtedly  prevented  fish 
from  feeding.  The  chub  just  swims  out  from  his  shady 
retreat  to  see  what  insect  it  is  about  to  indulge  in  a 
bath,  and  allows  the  very  best  imitations  to  go  away 
unscathed.  The  only  bait  they  will  look  at  is  a bunch 
of  gentles  on  very  fine  gut,  cast  from  a good  distance, 
though  here  and  there  some  nice  ones  are  to  be 
had  float  fishing,  A few  small  jack  have  been  taken 
spinning,  also  roach  and  dace  with  gentles  but 
have  not  seen  a respectable  basket  since  my  last. 
The  best  fish  or  the  week  to  my  mind  was  an  eel  of 
21b.  lOoz.  caught  by  Mr.  Eamsden  of  Eton.  Many 
anglers  who  have  missed  the  cheery  face  of  the  enthu- 
siastic angler  Mr.  Cooling,  will  be  interested  to  know 
that  he  has  joined  the  new  angling  club  at  Slough,  a.nd 
is  now  proprietor  of  the  Crown  and  Anchor,  opposite 
Alpha  Street,  Slough.  Palmer,  the  Eton  College 
waterman,  known  by  past  and  present  Etonians  as 
“ Ginger,”  I regret  to  record  was  buried  at  the  Eton 
Cemetery  yesterday. — B.  E.  Bambbidge. 

Ancholme  District. — We  are  having  a spell  of 
quite  tropical  heat,  but  sport  continues  good,  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  following  takes:  Mr.  Hawkins  and  two 
friends  caught  above  7st.  of  bream  near  Cadney  Bridge, 
and  the  following  day  Mr.  J.  Moulds  had  211b.  of  roach 
and  bream  from  the  same  swim.  Mr.  Lenton,  of 
Masbro’,  have  201b.  of  roach  at  Appleby  Bridere. 
Messrs.  Clark,  of  Brigg,  and  Busting,  of  Bowley,  had 
401b.  of  bream  near  Cadney  Bridge;  and,  next  day,  at 
same  place,  Mr.  Cauldwell,  of  Sheffield,  had  161b.  On 
the  11th,  Mr.  Watson  and  Mr.  Euseing  caught  together 
451b.  of  fish;  and  on  the  12th,  Mr.  Shearston,  of 
Sheffield,  had  211b.  of  roach  and  bream.  A match  for 
.£10  a side  bi  tween  Messis.  Garnett  and  Newton,  o 
Sheffield,  was  fished  at  Brigg,  on  the  10th.  The  largest 
number  of  fish  won.  Newton  had  forty-three,  Garnett 
forty.  The  Ancholme  club  fished  their  annual  match  on 
Saturday.  Forty-three  competed.  First  prize,  lljlb., 
S.  White;  second,  101b.  lOoz.,  T.  Kennington ; third, 
9Jlb.,  F.  White.  Mr.  Allborn,  of  Brigg,  had  yesterday 
ten  bream,  averaging  IJlb.  each;  and  on  Saturday  Mr. 
Harper,  of  Eotherham,  had  111b.  of  bream  near  Castle- 
thorpe  Bridge.  The  largest  weighed  41b. — Thomas 
Ford. 

Aran  (Pnlborough  and  Amberley). — Visitors  to 
this  river  have  again  been  enjoying  good  sport,  espe- 
cially at  Amberley,  where  an  angler  on  the  13th  inst. 
took  201b.  of  bream  and  several  pound  of  roach.  From 
the  same  district  Mr.  Gill  had  a roach  over  21b.,  and 
some  of  the  Bermondsey  Brothers  have  made  good 
baskets.  Several  fine  perch  have  been  caught  lately. 
A dace  of  7jlb.  was  taken  by  Mr.  Whitehead,  at 
Amberley,  where  also  Mr.  Briggs  basketed  101b.  loz.  of 
roach  and  bream,  and  Messrs  Vanhegan  and  Hill,  of 
the  same  club,  have  also  had  fish.  The  water  is  rather 
bright,  but  fresh  in  the  main  river. 

Brighton.— Sea  Angling. — The  weather  continues 
very  favourable  for  boat  angling  ; indeed,  the  sea  has 
been  as  calm  as  a lake  for  some  days  past,  coupled  with 
light  refreshing  breezes.  Takes  are  for  the  most  part 
confined  to  plaice  and  dabs,  and  small  conger.  A 
few  bass  were  caught  by  hand  lining  a week  or  two  back 
off  the  Groynes  at  the  east-end  of  the  town,  including 
a nice  fish  of  61b.  “ Schools  ” of  mackerel  and  young 

herring  are  showing  up  close  in  shore.  So  we  would 
advise  spinning  the  “ Devon  ” minnow  or  other  small 
artificial  bait  for  the  former. — H. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  Camel  during  the  past 
glaring  weather  has  looked  wretched.  Ihe  Dunmeer 
and  Boscarne  mills  have  absorbed  all  the  water,  and 
weeds  are  choking  the  streams  and  covering  the  l)ed. 
In  Crebor’s  Pool  there  are  hundreds  of  peal,  but  they 
cannot  move  out  of  it  until  there  is  a freshet,  and  no 
bait  will  induce  them  to  sport.  There  are  plenty  of 
trout  about,  however,  and,  all  things  considered,  they 
are  rising  fairly  well.  The  cows  put  a little  colour  into 
the  water,  to  the  benefit  of  the  fly-fisher.  Best  baskets 
of  trout  are  three  dozen  and  two  and  a half  dozen.  The 
Fowey  seems  to  be  “ off  ” for  the  time  in  the  matter 
of  sport. — Bodmin. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Weather  too  clear  and 
bright  for  much  sport  in  the  day.  The  evening  twilight 
rise  is  yielding  better  sport.  The  caterpillar  is  the 
best  killer  still.  It  is  used  under  water  in  the  day, 
and  fished  as  a fly  at  night. 

East  and  ■West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).— 
Notwithstanding  the  low  state  of  the  rivers,  sevenil 
nice  baskets  have  been  taken  during  the  past  week  or 
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ten  days,  chiefly  by  minnow  fishing,  or  on  the  running 
worm.  A few  nice  fish  have  also  been  taken  on  the 
Rough  Blue  and  Hare’s  Ear  by  evening  fishing* — H. 

ZadezL  (Carlisle). — Though  herltng  fishing  ought  now 
to  be  at  its  height,  very  little  sport  is  being  had.  There 
are  plenty  of  these  gamesome  fish  in  the  Solway,  but 
they  will  not  come  up  the  Carlisle  sewer.  The  poachers 
know  this  right  well,  and  for  some  time  back  have 
betaken  themselves  to  the  Esk  and  Tyne,  where  they 
have  had  some  good  hauls.  The  crop  of  grilse  has  been  a 
failure  this  season,  and  the  herling  fishing  will  continue 
bad  if  we  do  not  very  soon  get  a good  rattling  spate. — 
Silver  Grey. 

Xaxe  and  Canal  (lEIxeter), — The  weather  during  the 
past  few  days  has  been  far  more  suitable  for  boiling 
fish  than  catching  them.  The  only  thing  the  angler  is 
likely  to  catch  at  mid-day  just  now  is  sunstroke.  A 
few  fair  bags  of  coarse  fish  have  been  taken  by  some  of 
our  sloggers,  one  of  the  best  being  a lot  of  twenty-five 
roach  and  perch  on  Friday  last  by  Messrs.  Kelley, 
Stabback  and  Roberts,  in  an  afternoon’s  fishing  on  the 
J-  H.  Graf  (of  Stratton),  who,  in  days  of 
yore,  has  relieved  our  local  waters  of  many  a good  bag, 
turned  out  a very  pretty  basket  of  roach  at  Turf  on 
Monday,  thus  showing  he  has  not  quite  forgotten  the 
old  lays,  although  a stranger  to  them  for  a few  years 
past.  Trouting  results  almost  “ nil.” — Red  Palmer. 

Ten  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— The  hot 

weather  is  beginning  to  have  its  usual  effect  on  angling 
in  these  parts.  It  is  lowering  the  drains,  spoiling  the 
freshness  of  the  water,  and  driving  the  angler  to  pursue 
his  sport  early  in  the  morning  or  late  in  the  evening. 
The  Billingborough  anglers  are  doing  well  on  the  Forty- 
^ot,  and  the  same  drain  has  been  patronised  towards 
Boston.  Among  the  specimen  fish  of  the  last  few  days 
are  mentioned  a perch  of  11b.  8oz.,  taken  by  Mr.  Green, 
a local  angler,  and  a brace  of  roach,  scaling  over  lib. 
each.  Bags  have  run  up  to  301b.  and  over.  Wasp 
grub  is  now  a good  bait,  and  wasp  grub  are  plentiful, 
as  the  wasp  are  very  numerous  this  season.  Fine  tackle 
and  careful  handling  are  now  required  to  get  good  sport 
— Limpet. 

Great  Ouse  (St.  lyes). — Some  fair  baskets  have 
been  had  lately  in  this  district.  At  Houghton,  about  a 
mile  and  a half  up  stream,  roach  up  to  11b.  Ooz.  have 
been  taken,  and  the  river  has  been  yielding  some  bream 
up  to  41b. 

(N^oi’th.  N'otts). — There  are  plenty  of  fish  in 
the  river,  great  shoals  may  be  seen  basking  in  the  sun- 
shine, but  then  absolutely  refuse  to  take  anything. 
Even  the  fluttering  natural  moth,  thrown  on  the 
daintiest  tackle,  almost  fails  to  gain  the  attention  of  the 
dace  or  the  chub  in  the  daytime.  But  in  the  eveniog 
these  fish  may  be  easily  taken  by  these  means.  Some 
very  fair  takes  have  been  made  in  the  early  mornings 
and  evenings,  roach  and  bream  taking  gentles,  and  the 
former  creed  wheat.  The  lengths  about  Tilne,  Matter- 
sey,  &c.,  have  been  best  patronised. — L. 

LakeCoron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey).-Mr.  Hewitt, 
Holton,  had  fair  sport  bottom  fishing.  Mr.  Pryce,  B.A. 
had  a lib.  trout  with  a Yellow  Dnn.  Water  very  much 
discoloured  and  fish  rise  badly.— Sea  Pishing —At 
Aberffraw,  Rev.  J.  W.  Tracey,  M.A.,  Ramsgate',  had 
good  sport  with  bream,  also  a few  gurnets  and  conger. 
Local  fishermen  do  fairly  well.  Bass  were  seen  one 
evening,  and,  no  doubt,  will  soon  be  caught. — W.  H. 

Lea  (Broxbourne).— Fish  are  feeding  well,  despite 
the  brightness  of  the  water.  The  writer  has  seen 
several  nice  takes  of  roach  and  perch,  a brace  of  good 
chub,  and  a bream  of  over  41b.,  all  taken  during  the  last 
few  days. — B. 

good  catches  have  been 
had  both  with  fly  and  bottom  fishing.  Mr.  Bennett 
about  71b.,  with  fly ; Mr.  Pearson,  four  barbel  13Jlb' 
Water  in  good  condition.— Ht.  Day. 

Lea  and  Stort. — The  water  is  in  fair  condition,  and 
in  many  cases  anglers  have  had  decent  sport.  The 
Stort  has  suffered  more  from  the  want  of  rain  than  the 
Lea,  but  that  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  of  the  Lea 
River  hayingin  the  upper  reaches  natural  spi  ings,  which 
seldom  fail.  A few  good  roach  and  a jack  of  25in.  were 
taken  above  Pages’  Look.  In  the  open  water  some  good 
roach  have  been  taken  of  nearly  IJlb.  each,  and  a barbel 
of  4|lb.  The  Park  Anglers  fished  in  a contest  for 
prizes  in  the  Forty  Guinea  water.  The  Eagles,  at 
Tottenham,  had  about  211b.  of  roach  and  dace,  Messrs 
Barlow,  Ashmore,  Dwyer,  Day,  and  Ainsley  (the  land- 
lord of  the  Eagle),  being  the  fortunate  captors  — 
Spliced  Joint. 

Leicester. — The  almost  tropical  weather  that  we 
have  had  during  the  past  fortnight  has  tended  to 
materially  affect  the  attendance  at  the  river  side.  The 
early  morning  and  evening  has  seen  most  anglers  pur- 
suing their  avocations,  and  sport  on  the  whole  may  be 
described  as  fairly  good,  roach  fishing  affording  sports- 
men especial  means  of  making  good-sized  ba.skets  of 
fish.  The  waters  at  Aylstone  have  yielded  well,  baskets 
averaging  from  .51b.  to  121b.  per  rod.  W.  Hobbs 
showed  a capital  basket  of  roach,  121b.,  one  specimen 
bringing  the  scale  down  at  11b.  8oz.  Mr.  Pilcher  also 
captured  91b.  of  this  kind  of  fish  ; Messrs.  Moulding 
and  Bates,  71b.  each  ; and  Mr.  Cox,  .51b.  A few  nice 
pike  have  been  secured  from  the  canal  above  the  town. 
Chub  fishing  has  been  fairly  good  at  Aylstone,  Mr.  Lee 
being  successful  with  the  fly.  Eels  also  have  afforded 
anglers  plenty  of  sport  late  in  the  evenings.  In  the 
tree  reach  from  the  North  Bridge  at  Leicester  through 
the  Abbey  Park  some  excellent  roach  have  been  taken, 
Mr.  Ruddimore  and  a party,  fishing  from  a boat,  getting 
nearly  30Ib.  Below  the  Park,  roach  fishing  has  been 


good,  notwithstanding  the  crowded  state  of  the  banks. 
Pishing  at  the  Wreake,  Narborough,  and  other  resorts 
has  shown  improvement.  The  annual  competition  of 
the  Leicester  Society  is  to  take  place  Aug.  2C. 

Luggf  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  very  low  and  clear.  Until  rain 
improves  the  water  fishing  will  lie  of  little  use  ; grayling 
are  moving  best  at  the  fly,  trout  being  dull. — Gwtnne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley(Kingsland).— Rivers 
are  lower  than  have  ever  seen  them,  which  with  the 
extremely  hot,  bright  weather  we  are  now  having, 
causes  angling  to  be  at  nearly  a standstill.  Scarcely 
any  rods  out,  and  till  we  get  a fresh  not  much  sport  can 
be  looked  for,  as  the  bed  of  the  river  is  very  foul,  with 
a slimy  green  weed.  Flies  as  last  week,  with  addition 
of  Pale  September  Dun. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Maidstone). — In  spite  of  the  state  of  the 
water  some  good  roach  and  bream  have  been  taken. 
Baskets  of  from  151b.  and  upwards  have  been  the  result 
of  good  angling.  Boiled  wheat  for  roach,  and  lobs  for 
bream.  A few  pike  have  been  taken.  Secretary  of  the 
Maidstone  A.  S.  has  been  having  good  sport  amongst 
the  roach  and  bream  at  early  morning. — W.  Sheub- 
SOLE. 

S Medway  (Tonbridge).— Very  little  doing  at 
present  ; so  few  out  that  I have  nothing  to  chronicle  in 
the  taking  line,  but  for  stocking  the  river  I have  quite 
another  record.  Through  the  kind  permission  of  a 
gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood,  a pond  about  to  be 
done  away  with  was  allowed  to  be  netted  by  the  society  ; 
the  net  was  kindly  lent  by  Mr.  Bambridge,  of  Eton  ; the 
result,  close  on  3000  carp  of  all  sizes  were  placed  in  the 
river,  very  few,  not  more  than  twenty,  dying  in  the 
transit.  I hope  to  be  able  to  put  a lot  more  fish  in  the 
river,  as  the  ponds  here  are  drying  up,  and  the  fish 
must  be  saved.  Baits : wheat  for  roach  ; lobs  for 
bream.  River  in  really  good  condition. — R.  E.  W. 

Nene  (Peterborough.). — Bream  and  roach  are  feed- 
ing well,  and  some  good  takes  of  the  former  have  been 
taken  at  Castor  Mills  and  near  the  Town  Bridge.  The 
Foley  river,  near  Glinton,  has  been  closed  to  anglers. 
Several  heavy  fish  have  been  caught  this  season  in  its 
waters. 

Ormesby  Broad  (near  Great  Yarmouth).  — 

During  the  last  week  fishing  on  the  well-known  Ormesby 
Broad  has  been  exceedingly  good,  some  very  heavy 
catches  have  been  brought  in.  The  Broad  just  now  is 
at  its  best  for  coarse  fishing.  Messrs.  Bracey  and 
Houghton,  o:  Great  Yarmouth,  had  five  stone  roach  and 
one  stone  of  bream  (some  of  the  bream  scaling  41b.) ; 
Mr.  R.  Smith,  of  Brighton,  twelve  stone  bream  in  two 
days.  Mr.  Peddar  Bull  and  Captain  A.  Graham  Scheyler, 
on  Aug.  5,  caught  five  stone  of  fine  bream;  Messrs. 
Cooke,  Platten,  and  Darby,  six  stone  roach  and  bream  ; 
and  Dr.  Birt,  three  stone  bream  ; Mr.  J.  G.  Feakes  and 
friend,  four  stone  of  fine  fish  ; Mr.  Geo.  J.  Collins  and 
Mr.  Ashton,  five  stone  bream,  &c.,  &c.  The  Broads 
just  now  are  in  such  good  condition  for  fishing  that  any 
ordinary  angler  can  catch  fish — the  more  scientific  ones, 
of  course,  taking  the  largest  share.  Boats,  baits, 
&o.,  can  be  obtained  at  “The  Sportsman,’’  Ormesby 
Broad. — S.  Richmond. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — River  in  splendid  condition,  but 
weather  terribly  hot.  Messrs.  Knight  and  Traice, 
among  their  lot,  had  a jack  34in.,  but  very  poor  yet. — 
A.  SCARD. 

Plymouth. — Sea  Fishing. — Mackerel  are  swarming 
all  over  the  place,  and  when  there  is  a good  breeze,  any 
number  can  be  caught.  I was  out  on  Friday  night,  and 
at  the  back  of  Drake’s  Island  I counted  about  a score  of 
boats  fishing  with  drift  lines  for  pollock.  This  is  a 
favourite  spot  just  now,  on  the  ebb  tide  ; you  moor  your 
boat,  and  use  lightly-leaded  lines,  with  a long  snood  of 
gimp  or  wire,  a gut  trace  and  single  hook  baited  with  a 
mud  worm.  When  the  tide  is  rather  swift,  a small  Baby 
Spinner  may  be  put  on  at  the  head  of  the  hook,  as  an 
extra  attraction.  Bass  have  not  been  so  plentiful  during 
the  last  week,  but  they  are  still  here. — William 
Heaeder. 

Sussex  Rivers.— With  the  mercury  reading  80  de- 
grees in  the  shade,  angling  during  the  greater  portion  of 
the  day  has  been  out  of  the  question.  From  daybreak 
until  eight  in  the  morning  and  after  five  o’clock  fish 
have  fed  fairly  well  in  the  running  water.  Several  fine 
roach  have  been  taken  from  the  Arnu,  near  Bury,  a 
brace  of  fish  weighing  together  4jlb.  Both  at  Pul- 
borough  and  Amberley  good  baskets  of  bream  and  roach 
have  been  secured.  From  the  Bother  recently  near 
Midhurst,  Mr.  S.  Young,  among  a good  take  of  roach 
and  dace,  secured  a dace  which  weighed  14oz.  Several 
small  pike  have  been  taken  from  the  lower  water,  and 
at  Fittleworth  mixed  takes  of  bream,  roach,  and  dace. 
Several  anglers  have  commenced  piking  on  the  Ouse 
with  a fair  amount  of  success.  A fish  of  8Jlb.  was  taken 
from  near  Fletching  on  Monday.  The  roach  fishermen 
have  had  good  sport.  A perch  of  2ilb.  is  recorded  from 
Isfield,  and  chub  up  to  1 jib.  Roach,  dace,  and  flat  fish 
have  rewarded  visitors  to  the  Adur,  and  bass  are  feeding 
freely  in  the  harbours,  and  on  the  coast  several  fish  up 
to  8jlb.  have  been  taken.- George  F.  Salter. 

Scarborough.— Sea  Angling.— The  bay  just  now 
abounds  with  whiting  and  gurnard.  Mackerel  are  be- 
coming more  and  more  plentiful,  and  boat  anglers  are 
haying  excellent  sport.  Fresh  herring  or  lug  worm  as 
bait  for  the  former,  and  a shining  strip  of  mackerel  on 
gut  tackle  should  insure  success. — H. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanyniy- 
nech. — All  these  rivers  are  now  in  the  very  best  possible 
condition  for  fly-fishing,  but,  for  some  reason  or  other, 
very  few  good  baskets  of  fish  are  obtained.  At  Llanymy- 


nech  Mr.  Whittaker  and  some  friends  from  Manchester 
have  been  very  industrious,  but  the  only  result  has  been 
the  capture  of  some  pike  ; and  on  the  Tanat,  a few 
nights  ago,  some  other  poachers  were  interviewed,  and 
their  net  and  all  their  ill-gotten  gains  taken  from  them 
but,  as  the  captors  were  only  amateur  water-bailiffs,  no 
further  proceedings  will  be  taken.— Vyrnwy. 

Spalding  IVaters.  Great  loss  has  been  experienced 

by  the  Spalding  Angling  Association  from  the  serious 
and  wholesale  destruction  of  fish  which  has  recently 
taken  place  in  the  Vernatts  drain,  caused  by  the  salt 
water  getting  in. — E.  A.  S. 

Stour  (Bures).— The  river  still  keeps  very  bright 
but  fish  are  feeding  better,  especially  in  the  morning- 
and  evening.  Some  good  bream,  up  to  41b.  weight 
have  been  taken,  and  Mr.  Roser,  of  London,  recently 
had  a nice  show  of  rndd  and  roach.  Brandling  or 
marsh  worm  for  bream,  and  white  paste  for  roach  are 
the  best  lure. — W.  Bainbridge. 

Teme  (Knighton).— The  water  in  this  part  is  very 
low  indeed.  Rain  has  been  had,  but  it  has  not  altered 
the  water.  Angling  has  been  at  a standstill,  the  fish 
being  sluggish,  but  few  were  out,  and  no  sport.— B 
Knighton. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  very  low  and  bright.  Evening  is  the  best  time 
for  fishing,  grayling  moving  at  the  Red  Tag,  Hare’s 
Ear,  Green  Insect,  Wickham’s  Fancy,  and  Sky  Blue. 
Bottom  fishers  have  tried  wasp  grub  and  worm  with  a 
little  success.  In  the  Ashford  water,  some  nice  gray- 
ling have  been  landed  with  the  Wickham  and  Red  Tag. 
In  the  Castle  Pound,  and  under  Whitcliffe,  good  lots  of 
roach  and  dace  are  landed  with  wasp  grub.  Grayling 
are  taking  the  Hare’s  Ear  in  the  Ludford  water.  Prom 
the  top  of  Ludford  Bridge  several  good  trout  have  been 
taken  with  wasp  grub.  Along  the  Folley.  seven  trout 
were  taken  on  Tuesday  morning,  bottom  fishing.  The 
Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyclie  are  all  low  and’clear 
Pishing  in  them  has  been  quiet.  A few  fish  have  been 
taken  from  the  Corve. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— Heavy  rain  has  been  had  in  this 
part,  but  until  a good  flush  comes  down  from  the  hills, 
the  water  will  be  in  little  order  for  fishing,  it  being  low’ 
and  clear,  and  getting  very  dirty  at  the  bottom. 
Angling  has  been  useless  during  the  day,  evening  being 
best.  A few  rods  have  been  out  and  used  the  fly,  but 
sport  has  been  bad  and  the  takes  small.  The  Rea, 
Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  very  low  and  clear.-^ 
Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark).— The  Trent  is  running  lower  than 
ever,  and  the  tropical  weather  has  driven  fish  of  all 
descriptions  off  the  feed.  Without  a good  flush  of  water 
the  concluding  portion  of  the  barbel  season  has  every 
appearance  of  proving  a failure.  Gentles  is  the  only 
bait  attractive  to  roach  and  dace,  and  no  good  bags  of 
either.  After  numerous  urgent  requests,  Mr.  David 
Slater  has  decided  to  issue  day  tickets  for  the  Rolleston 
and  Staythorpe  fisheries,  of  which  he  is  lessee;  so  this 
excellent  five  mile  stretch  of  the  Trent  will  now  be 
available  for  the  accommodation  of  a friend,  which  will 
be  highly  appreciated  by  visitors  either  to  Fiskerton 
or  Newark. — Trentsidee. 

Tweed. — The  rivers  have  again  run  in  very  much 
since  the  last  small  rise  and  are  at  the  present  time 
pretty  small.  They  have,  however,  been  of  a fairly  good 
colour  for  clear  water  worm  fishing ; but,  as  a general 
rule,  almost  nothing  has  been  done  with  the  fly.  Takes 
of  from  31b.  up  to  61b.  have  been  got  on  the  Teviot,  the 
latter  basket,  which  was  killed  with  worm,  conta’ined 
about  foity  small  trout,  and  were  got  in  Jack’s  Pool  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Thomson,  The  Baths,  Kelso.  A grilse  of 
31b.  was  secured  in  the  Twozell  district  on  fine  tackle 
and  a small  rod  with  the  Midge  fly.  In  the  nets  at 

Berwick  two  salmon,  421b.  and  371b.,  have  been  got. 

Maxwheel. 

Whitby.— Sea  Angling.— There  never  was  a time 
when  fish  in  the  roads  off  Whitby  have  been  so  plen- 
tiful as  now.  Vast  interminable  shoals  of  whiting, 
haddock,  mackerel,  &c.,  are  on  the  immediate  coast,  and 
scores  of  boats  are  out  daily,  and  some  during  the  nio-ht 
having  the  best  possible  sport.  The  visitors  at  thi& 
charming  watering  place  are  having  a high  time  of  it 
for  the  fish  are  most  readily  caught.  No  party  has  yet 
failed  to  secure  good  catches  ; and  yesterday  a party  of 
three  landed  fifteen  score  whiting  and  haddock  within 
half  an  hour.  The  common  mode  of  fishing  in  the  roads 
is  with  hooks  affixed  to  chop-sticks  and  baited  with 
mussel.  Bat  the  boatmen  supply  all  fishing  gear  and 
find  the  favourite  spots,  so  that  anglers  have  no  trouble 
at  all  except  to  haul  in  the  fish. — Jno.  J.  Jackson. 

’Wimbledon  Lake. — This  lake  is  now  giving  some 
good  sport.  The  bream  are  well  on  the  feed.  Mr. 
Bovie  caught  251b.  on  Thursday,  and  there  have  been 
some  good  takes  all  through  the  week.  Some  fine  perch 
and  roach  have  also  been  taken.  Jack  fishing 
commences  on  the  18th. — John  Garlick. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincoln).— Anglers  have  been 
coming  doivn  the  Witham  side  lately  literally  by  the 
thousand,  and  every  rendezvous  is  more  or  less  invaded 
by  “ Wielders  of  the  long  pole.”  The  popular  waters 
are  the  Witham  at  certain  stations,  the  Bargate  and 
Cowbridge  drains  near  Boston,  and  the  Hobhole  and 
other  waters  at  certain  points.  The  experienced  angler 
who  means  fish,  gets  his  sport  and  plenty  of  it,  I hear, 
from  retired  spots.  Good  fishermen  have  got  baskets  up 
to  301b.  and  401b.  for  their  visit.  Besides  quiet  spots  on 
the  above  drains  and  the  Forty-foot,  near  Boston,  Brans- 
ton  Delph,  the  Horncastle  canal  at  Tattershall,  and 
river  at  Langworth,  the  Barlings  and  the  Fossdyke  with 
Brayford  pool  may  be  mention  as  giving  excellent  sport. 
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The  water,  however,  is  now  getting  low  on  the  Witham 
above  and  below  Lincoln  and  in  the  Fen.  Creed  wheat 
paste,  and  gentle,  wasp  grub,  &c.,  are  all  used.  Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). —Both  rivers 
are  in  excellent  condition  for  fly-tishing,  but  the  weather 
has  been  so  excessively  hot  that  it  has  been  useless 
going  to  the  river  until  evening,  and  then  the  fish  have 
risen  very  badly.  I have  not  heard  of  a single  decent 
lot  being  taken  during  the  week,  and  fear  no  sport  must 
be  looked  for  until  a change  in  the  weather  takes  place. 

— Dottekil. 

Yare  (Norwich),  — Large  catches  of  both  roach 
and  bream  continue  to  be  had  at  nearly  all  poiiits  on 
this  river.  In  the  upper  reaches  close  to  Norwich  takes 
of  4st.  and  upwards  have  been  had  ; lower,  at  Surling- 
ham,  some  very  fine  roach  have  been  captured ; also  at 
Brundall,  Buckenham,  and  Reedham.  At  the  latter 
place  some  extra  size  bream,  largest  61b.,  have  been 
landed,  and  generally  the  prospects  on  this  stream 
tinues  first-rate.  On  the  Bure  reports  are  good  from  all 
stations.  The  upper  reaches  have  yielded  the  finer  roatm , 
whilst  the  heaviest  bream  are  taken  lower  down  by 
Ranworth.  The  Ant  district  still  supplies  a number  of 
anglers  with  satisfactory  sport,  fish  of  all  bepg 

numerous  and  many  large  size.  The  Norwich  Angling 
Club  held  their  annual  match  on  Tuesday,  when  the  1st 
prize,  silver  challenge  cup,  was  won  by  Mr.  G.  G. 
Whincop  ; 2nd  prize,  by  Mr.  Charles  Daniels ; 3rd,  by 
Mr.  Darken  ; 4th,  by  Mr.  S.  F.  Howitt,  &c.,  the  catch 
was  not  heavy,  as  the  cnp  was  taken  with  under  a stone. 

— Robert  Moll. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters.— Aug.  9,  on  Looh 
Meaddie,  Messrs.  Bilbrough,  sixty  trout,  171b.  ; Aug.  10, 
forty-seven  trout,  121b.  ; Aug.  11,  eighty -three  trout, 
201b.  On  Loch  Loyal,  Messrs.  Pickering,  thirty-six 
trout,  121b.  Aug.  12,  on  Loch  Meaddie,  Messrs.  Bil- 
brongh,  twenty-one  trout,  61b.  Aug.  14,  on  Loch  Naver, 
Messrs.  Pickering,  one  salmon,  61b. ; Aug.  15,  Messrs. 
Bilbrough,  twelve  trout,  6jlb.  Aug.  15,  on  Loch  Loyal, 
Messrs.  Pickering,  eight  trout,  51b.  Aug.  15,  on  Loch 
Meaddie,  Messrs.  Baldwin  and  Bigg,  fourteen  trout, 
61b. — W.  Munro. 

Border  Esk. — The  river  is  still  low.  In  the  upper 
reaches  Mr.  M7.  Cringan  bad  three  sea-trout  and  a 
number  of  yellow  trout.  Fishing  at  the  Island  pool  and 
the  Skippers  Bridge,  Mr.  J.  Bell  caught  three  sea-trout 
and  a number  of  yellow  trout;  Mr.  Robert  Reid  killed 
six  sea-trout  in  Glenfirra  stream ; Mr.  Archibald 
Thompson  landed  four  sea-trout  and  some  yellow  trout 
below  Langholm ; Mr.  R.  Burnet  Barsbank  had  a good 
basket ; Messrs.  G.  Wright  and  J.  Murray  were  also 
successful  in  the  Langholm  water  ; Messrs.  Bell, 
J.  Morrison,  and  J.  Anderson  were  successful  on  the 
Island  Pool.  In  the  Canonbie  water  Mr.  Walter  Park, 
Brooklyn,  bad  a nice  basket  of  sea  trout  and  whiting ; 
Messrs.  John  Jardine,  P.  Little,  R.  Doughty,  J.  Graham, 
and  William  Davidson  have  also  done  well.  In  the 
double  water  Mr.  W.  Scott  had  some  good  takes  ; Mr. 
Swain  took  four  sea-trout,  a number  of  whiting  and 
yellow  trout ; Mr.  F.  Story  also  had  a good  basket  of 
sea-trout  and  whiting;  Messrs.  D.  Johnstone  and 
G.  Maxwell  each  creeled  five  sea-trout  and  some  whiting 
in  the  Langholm  water.  On  the  English  side  of  the 
Liddle  Messrs.  T.  Tait,  Penton,  W.  Graham,  and 
W.  Leslie  have  had  good  baskets.  Rain  is  badly 
wanted. — W.  A. 

Dee,  Don  (Aberdeen).  — The  rivers  are  again  at 
their  lowest  level.  On  the  Ballogue  water  Mr.  John 
Beveridge,  teacher,  Glasgow,  grassed  9|lb.  trout,  one 
l^lb.,  on  Monday,  and  7Jlb.  on  Thursday,  two  scaling 
jib.  each  and  one  of  Jib.  An  occasional  grilse  has  been 
got  on  the  Cairnton,  Woodend,  and  lower  reaches. 
Thunderstorms  have  been  of  daily  occurrence.— Dee- 
SIDER. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— The  river  has  fallen  so  low 
that  fish  have  ceased  running,  and  anglers  have  almost 
abandoned  the  water.  The  net  fishermen  have  had  a 
few  fish.  The  splendid  run  of  fish  on  the  coast  is  now 
over.  A fair  yield  of  fish  were  got  from  the  nets  at 
Gardenstown,  over  a dozen  boxes  having  been  sent 
south  for  the  week.  The  weather  is  exceedingly  dry 
and  hot,  with  bright  sunshine.— H.  W. 

Dunbeath.— The  Duke  of  Portland  last  week  took  a 
nice  basket  of  sea-trout  off  this  stream,  and  hooked  two 
grilse.  Mr.  Bruce  had  nine  sea  trout  weighing  61b.— 
A.  P. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).— Although  since  my  last 
notes  from  this  river  we  have  had  the  biggest  spate  for 
months,  and  a few  fish  did  go  up,  as  the  netsmen  got 
some  netting  in  the  pool  above  the  bridge,  yet  the  sport 
has  been  very  poor  indeed.  Sportsmen  are  now  intent 
on  grouse  shooting.  The  lochs  are  still  keeping  well  up 
in  sport.  Sea  fishing,  except  the  herring  fishing,  is  not 
being  tried  much  at  present.  The  herring  fishing  has 
been  rather  poor  of  late. — S.  C. 

Lairg  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  N.B.)— The  weather 
has  again  cleared  up,  and  prospects  of  sport  are  much 
brighter.  Last  week  baskets  were  as  follows  : On  Loch 
Beannoch,  Mr.  Mellons  killed  eight  trout,  41b,,  on 
Wednesday,  and  nine,  .51b.  on  Thursday.  On  Loch 
Cracail  Messrs.  Cook,  on  Wednesday,  nine  trout,  fijlb. 
On  Loch  Nain-fuar-leachd  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raikes  nine 
trout,  41b.,  on  Wednesday.  On  Loch  Shin  Mr.  Copeland 
killed  five,  31b.,  five,  2ilh.,  and  seven,  3Jlb. ; Dr. 
Thompson,  nine  trout,  41b.,  twelve,  4lb.,  and  six,  31b. ; 
Messrs.  Thompson,  twelve,  .51b.,  and  fifty-two,  381b.  ; 
Mrs.  Raikes,  nine,  41b.  Other  anglers  who  had  fair 
sport  were  Messrs.  Carmichael,  Bussell,  Gibson,  and 
Neill.— J.  Y. 


Loch  Brora. — This  looh  is  now  coming  into  its  usual 
good  autumn  jily,  and  already  good  baskets  are  being 
got.  Col.  Woodhouse,  Norwich,  had  eighty  sea  trout 
averaging  lib.  each,  and  six  brown  trout  weighing  51b. 
Mr.  George  Adams  had  four  sea-trout  of  11b.  average, 
and  ten  brown  trout  weighing  61b. — A.  P. 

Lochinver  and  Culag  Hotels  Waters 
(Locbinver,  H.B.)^ — The  following  baskets  have  been 
made  by  anglers  at  this  centre,  viz.;  On  Thursday, 
August  3rd,  fishing  Loch  Crocach,  Mr.  Waters  killed 
thirty-one  trout,  weighing  101b.,  and  on  Black  Loch  Mr. 
Birley  caught  fifteen  trout,  4Jlb.  On  Saturday, 
August  5,  on  Loch  Turk,  Mr.  Birley  got  seventeen,  61b., 
and  on  Monday,  on  Loch  Beannoch,  thirty-two,  71h.  Mr. 
Maling  on  Black  Loch,  thirty-six  trout,  lljlb.  On  Tues- 
day, Mr.  Waters,  on  Loch  Fionn,  seventeen,  .51b  ; Mr. 
Birley,  on  Loch  Crocach,  twenty-three,  81b  ; and  Mr. 
Maling,  on  Loch  Roe,  four  sea-trout,  2jlb.  On  Wednes- 
day, Mr.  Waters,  on  Black  Loch,  twenty-six,  641b.  On 
Friday,  on  Loch  Turk,  Mr.  A.  Waters,  twenty-six,  71b.  ; 
on  Black  Loch,  Mr.  Maling,  lO^lb.  ; Mr.  Anderson,  forty, 
8Jlb. ; and  Mr.  Earl,  twenty-eight,  51b.,  both  on  Loch 
Beannoch.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Maling  fished  Loch 
Crocach,  making  a basket  of  fifty  trout,  aggregating 
13ilb.— J.  Y. 

Lochleven  (Kinross).— The  average  size  trout  cap- 
tured during  the  past  week  has  been  from  4oz.  to_9oz., 
with  an  occasional  larger  fish.  This  result  is  owing  to 
the  unusual  lowness  of  the  water  and  the  excessive 
warmth.  The  following  results  obtained  by  competitors 
will  show  the  meagreness  of  the  catches  : — Edinburgh 
Breadalbane  Club,  eight  rods,  sixty  trout,  221b.  loz.  ; 
first  prize,  Mr.  G.  Pople,  sixteen  trout,  41b.  12oz.  Both- 
well  and  Blantyre  Club,  twelve  rods,  fifty-eight  trout, 
341b. ; first.  Mr.  McCreath,  seven  trout,  41b.  9oz.  The 
Uddingston  Waltonians,  with  sixteen  rods,  had  ninety- 
one  trout,  511b.  Glasgow  Angling  Club,  fifteen  rods, 
killed  ten  trout,  51b.  7oz.  On  Monday  the  Glasgow  Dis- 
trict Angling  Clubs  Association  held  their  fifth  annual 
competition  here,  when  ten  clubs  were  represented,  each 
by  four  competitors.  The  weather  was  scorching  hot, 
with  little  wind,  and  only  forty-three  trout,  191b.  lOoz., 
were  captured.  The  winning  club  team  was  the  Poilok- 
shields,  who  had  only  forty-three  trout,  19Ib.  lOoz.— 
Robt.  W.  Laing. 

Loch  of  Stenness  (Orkney).— The  following 
gentlemen  fished  the  Loch  of  Stenness  from  the 
Mason’s  Arms  Hotel,  Stromness  : Mr.  Smith,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Anderson,  Capt.  Evens,  Dr.  Middleton,  and  Mr. 
Chandler. 

Loch  Hangag  (Latheron  Hotel).— Messrs.  J.  & J. 
Davidson  had  thirty-two  brown  trout,  totalling  121b. ; 
and  Mr.  Johnson,  Glasgow,  also  had  a fair  catch.— 
A.  P. 

Loch  Rannoch. — The  following  sport  was  obtained 
by  anglers  from  Dunalastair  Hotel : Aug.  9,  Major 
Knollys,  Dorking,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Knollys,  London,  on 
loch,  nine  trout ; Mr.  Ward,  Lincoln,  five  trout ; Mr. 
White  and  friend,  nine  trout.  Aug.  10,  Admiral  Trol- 
lope, Malton,  on  loch,  twenty-one  trout.  Aug.  11, 
Major  Knollys  and  Mr.  Wm.  Knollys,  on  loch,  three 
trout ; Mr.  Ward,  four  trout ; Admiral  Trollope,  eleven 
trout ; Mr.  Tremenheere  and  Master  Dowding,  twenty- 
six  trout.  Aug.  12,  Mr.  Ward,  on  loch,  ten  trout ; 
Major  Knollys  and  Mr.  Wm.  Knollys,  seven  trout; 
Admiral  Trollope,  twenty-two  trout ; Mr.  Tremenheere 
and  Master  Dowding,  eleven  trout.  Aug.  14,  Admiral 
Trollope,  on  loch,  four  trout,  one  weighing  31b.  Aug.  14, 
Admiral  Trollope,  on  loch,  four  trout ; Mr.  Tremenheere, 
two  trout. 

Lochtulla  and  Lochhuie.— Mr.  Sydney  Mitchell, 
London,  fishing  from  Inveroran  on  12th  Ang.,  had  one 
trout  2ilb.  ; on  Monday,  14th,  Mr.  Davies,  London,  had 
six  and  a half  dozen  trout;  on  15th,  Mr.  Dicken, 
London,  had  one  trout,  61b. ; on  same  day  Mr.  Dalaliam, 
Paris,  had  one  trout,  IJlb. ; on  16th,  same  gentleman  on 
Lochhuie,  had  three  and  a half  dozen  trout.— D.  A. 
Forbes. 

Melvicli  Hotel  (SutKerlandshire).  — The  fol- 
lowing is  the  angling  for  the  week : On  Tuesday,  Mr. 
Morgan,  nineteen  trout,  lljlb.  on  Loch  Acran.  Wed- 
nesday, Mr.  Morgan,  fifteen  trout,  91b.,  on  Loch 
Caorach.  Thursday,  Mr.  Morgan,  on  Loch  Acran,  four- 
teen trout,  61h.  The  wind  blew  so  strongly  that  there 
was  only  about  two  hours’  fishing.  Mr.  Sewell,  on  Loch 
Baligil,  fifteen  trout,  lO^lb.  ; Mr.  Woods,  on  Loch  Ridi- 
gil,  nineteen  trout,  71b.  On  Friday,  Mr.  Morgan,  on 
Loch  Baligil.  sixteen  trout,  9|lb.  ; Mr.  Sewell  fished  the 
Halladale  unsuccessfully.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Morgan 
had  twenty-one  trout,  131b.,  on  Loch  Acran;  Mr. 
Woods,  eleven  trout,  71b.,  on  Loch  Baligil.  On  Monday, 
Messrs.  Sewell  and  Woods  had  twenty-five  trout,  on 
Loch  Acran,  12Jlb. 

Rannoch,  N.B.  (Bunrannoch  Hotel).— The 

following  sport  was  obtained  by  anglers  staying  at 
Bunrannoch  Hotel  on  Loch  Rannoch.  Wednesday, 
Aug.  9,  Mr.  Hickman,  Warminster,  twenty-five  trout  ; 
Mr.’  Rankin,  Liverpool,  eighteen  trout.  Friday, 
Aug.  11,  Mr.  Hickman,  Warminster,  eighteen  trout ; 
Gen.'  Murray,  Worthing,  eighteen  trout.  Monday, 
Aug.  14,  Mr.  Hickman,  Warminster,  nineteen  trout; 
Gen.’  MGray,  Worthing,  six  trout,  including  one  fine 
trout,  weighing  .3Jlh.  Tuesday,  Aug.  15,  Mr.  Hickman, 
Warminster,  thirty  splendid  trout  ; Gen.  Murray  and 
Mr.  Gardener,  twenty  trout,  all  in  good  condition ; 
Mrs.  Tod,  Brighton,  four  lovely  trout.— S.  H. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (Scourie,  Lairg,  N.B.).— 

On  the  hotel  waters,  last  week,  excellent  baskets  of  sea 
trout  and  brown  trout  were  made.  Among  the  more 
successful  anglers  were  Mr.  C.  H.  and  Miss  Curlis,  of 


Greenock;  Mrs.  Nicholson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fuller-Mait- 
land,  Mr.  Brooksliank,  Capt.  Brooksbank,  Mr.  Goddum, 
Messrs.  Weston,  sen.  and  jun..  Sir  Thomas  Dawson 
Brodie,  Bart.,  and  Mr.  Holmes  Ivory.  Angling  prospects 
are  excellent. — .1.  Y. 

South  of  Scotland. — Small  Hoods  have  prevailed 
since  Friday,  and  incoming  fish  have  been  kept  on  the 
run  to  the  higher  reaches  of  the  rivers.  The  trouting 
season  is  fast  drawing  to  a close  in  the  South  of  Scot- 
land. The  herling  fishing  has  been  a complete  failure 
this  season.  Since  the  middle  of  July  sport  has  gradu- 
ally grown  worse. — The  Annan. — For  six  weeks  the 
sport  on  this  river  has  been  the  worst  ever  known.  In 
Castlemilk  water,  Mr.  John  Rae  caught  six  herling  and 
two  sea-trout.  In  Hoddom  Castle  portion,  Mr.  Gao. 
Wardrope  killed  one  sea  trout  and  six  herling,  and  Mr. 
(irilmour  six  herling.  On  Saturday.  Mr.  J.  Shannon  killed 
thirteen  herling  ; Mr.  Johnstone,  Moffat,  had  a splendid 
basket  of  sea-trout  and  herling.  Mr.  Pevril  and  Mr. 
McGiverin  had  fair  sport  on  the  Hoddom  Castle  water. 
Mr.  Tweedie  had  four  good  trout.  In  the  lower  waters 
Mr.  Hugh  Johnstone  caught  seven  herling  and  three - 
yellow  trout  with  worm  bait  on  Saturday.  Messrs. 

A.  and  D.  Loudon  had  a combined  basket  of  fourteen 
yellow  trout  and  herling.  Mr.  W.  Wright  landed  half- 
a dozen  herling  in  the  Violetbank  water.  The  Rev. 

F.  Coleby,  Annan,  had  with  fly  one  sea-trout  21b.,  and 
three  good  herling  in  two  hours,  fishing  at  Craigdale. 
Mr.  W.  Dickson,  caught  six  herling  on  Saturday  with 
worm  on  Stewart  tackle  ; Mr.  Perrie,  Glasgow,  had  half 
a dozen  herling  with  fly  on  Tuesday.  In  Halleaths 
water,  Mr.  Kinloch  killed  a salmon  and  three  sea-trout 
Mr.  Hullett,  Moffat, two  sea-trout  and  one  brown  trout. — 
The  Nith. — At  Auldgirth  a number  of  small  baskets  of 
trout  and  herling  have  been  secured  by  local  anglers, 
and  the  catches  in  the  Duke’s  portion  at  Thornhill  have 
slightly  improved.  Serious  complaints  have  been  made 
about  pollution  in  the  Sanquhar  water, — The  Gallo- 
way Rivers. — The  Dee  at  Kirkcudbright,  has  yielded 
indifferent  angling  for  over  a month.  The  Fleet  and 
Urr  have  also  yielded  little  or  no  sport,  although  the 
waters  have  been  in  fair  order. — The  Kirtle, — ^In  this 
river  yellow  trout  fishing  has  been  good  for  some  time 
past,  On  Saturday  Mr.  J.  Lawrie  had  a fine  basket 
of  yellow  trout. — The  Border  Esk. — During  the  past 
week,  and  especially  since  Monday,  the  angling  has  not 
been  very  good.  The  water  has  fallen  in  fast  since  last 
week,  and  anglers  are  now  trying  after-dark  fishing. — 
Ayrshire  Lochs.— Yellow  trout  fishing  on  the  lochs 
has  been  on  the  decline.  Lochs  Doon  and  Pinlas  have 
afforded  fair  sport,  and  these  two  lochs  are  the  best  in 
Ayrshire  for  fly-fishing. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — For  the  time  being,  the  river 
is  practically  deserted  for  the  hills  and  moors,  and  more 
is  the  pity,  for  the  river  last  week  was  in  better  “ fettle” 
than  it  has  been  almost  during  the  season.  On  the  Pit- 
croy  Lodge  water,  on  Friday,  Capt.  McQueen,  Dundas 
Castle,  killed  a nice  salmon,  and  on  the  Wester  Elchiea 
water,  on  Wednesday,  one  of  91b.  vas  killed.  From 
the  upper  section  of  the  Aberlour  House  water,  on  Tues- 
day, Mr.  Charles  Finlay  landed  a salmon  of  18lb.,  and 
Mr.  Leslie  Findlay,  a grilse  of  4Jlb.  In  one  of  the  lochs 
in  Gaick  Forest,  in  the  Kingussie  district,  two  fine  Salmo 
ferox  were  landed  by  Mr.  Frank  Hargreaves.  The 
salmon  fishing  on  the  coast  last  week  was  better  than 
for  some  weeks  past,  over  five  tons  having  been  railed 
at  Lossiemouth  for  London.  Several  of  the  fish  weighed 
401b.,  while  the  average  was  from  161b.  to  201b.— J.  M. 

Tongue  (Sutherland). — Owing  to  settled  weather, 
the  Lochs  and  Kyle  are  in  very  good  ply  for  fishing,  the 
continued  recent  wet  weather  has  much  improved  the 
lochs  in  this  neighbourhood.  The  Kyle  is  also  in  good 
swing,  some  very  good  baskets  of  sea-trout  and  grilse 
have  been  taken  off  it  last  week.  The  following  have 
been  amongst  the  most  successful  : — Mr.  Rigden,  Mr. 
King,  Dr.  Phillipps,  Mr.  Rawlinson  and  Mrs.  Gray. — ■ 
A.  Hemus. 

■Whitadder  (Ellem  Cottage).— Saturday,  Mr.  R. 
Stead  had  9Jlb.,  all  taken  with  fly.  Monday,  Master 
Charles  Dunlop  had  3Jlb.  with  worm ; weather  very 
warm  ; the  river  would  be  much  improved  by  a flood,  as 
it  is  getting  full  of  green  weed.— R.  J.  Fenton. 

Ytlian. — The  amount  of  sport  obtained  during  the 
past  week  has  not  been  so  satisfactory  as  the  prospects 
warranted.  All  are  agreed  on  the  abundance  of  fish, 
however,  and  that  they  are  of  extra  weight  in  many 
instanced  Among  others  angling  from  the  Udny  Arras 
Hotel  during  the  past  few  days  were  Colonel  Turner,  of 
Turnerhall;  Major  Turner,  of  Tipperty ; Dr.  Sken, 
London,  Mr.  Crisp,  London;  Mr.  R.  Murray,  Inverdon ; 
Messrs.  Scott,  Durward,  Anderson,  McKenzie,  and 
Duguid  McComhie,  Aberdeen.— G.  N. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh.).— The  river  is  still  above  its 
normal  summer  level. 

Black-water,  Benburb  (co.  Tsrrone).— This  stream 
has  not  toned  down  yet,  and  there  is  yet  a residuum  of 
flax  water,  which  has  the  effect  of  making  the  fish 
sluggish.  Salmon  are  running  up  splendidly,  and  ha  ve 
crossed  the  weir— which  is  some  15£t.  high— to  the  upper 
reaches. 

Corrib  (Galway).— So  far  the  angling  season  has 
been  a failure  here,  but  it  is  hoped  that  from  now  the 
fishing  will  improve.  Pishing  closes  October  15. 

jjrne. Although  there  are  several  anglers  out,  very 

few  fish' are  being  taken.  Weather  very  bright  and 
hot. — M.  R.  N. 

Erne,  Baleek  (co.  Fermanagh).- On  these 
sections  sport  is  but  middling.  The  heaviest  fish  taken 
during  the  week  were  a 20  and  a 26-pounder. 
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Faughan  ;(co.  Derry).— After  the  floods  of  Wed- 
nesday’s storm  this  stream  pot  into  better  form,  salmon 
and  trout  getting  up  in  the  spate. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).  — 
Sport  continues  good.  A few  peal  have  been  taken,  but 
the  white  trout  anglinsr  i.s  still  far  below  the  average. 
The  white  trout  was  the  best  basket  last  week.  Water 
rising  and  weather  gloomy,  with  frequent  heavy 
showers. — T.  J.  Dennehy. 

Mount  Gable  Hotel  (Cloiibur,  co.  Galway). — 

Fishing  on  Lough  Mask,  Capt.  David  Euttledge  has 
succeeded  in  fishing  the  largest  trout  of  the  season  on  the 
above  lake,  a beautiful  brown  trout  of  lOJlb.  Mr.  C. 
Lynch  Bray  comes  next,  in  landing,  on  the  14th  inst,  an 
8-pounder.  Captain  Cotton,  Dr.  McCarthy,  Mr.  Wilson, 
and  other  gentlemen,  are  getting  fairly  good  sport,  con- 
sidering the  very  warm  weather. — Patt  Burke. 

Mourne  and  Strule  (Newtonstewart,  co. 
Tyrone). — Although  the  water  is  teeming  with  salmon 
and  sea  trout,  this  week  has  been  rather  poor,  the 
sultry  weather  militating  against  heavy  bags.  Last 


week  end  the  streams  were  in  flood,  and  several  good 
bags  of  trout  were  taken  on  the  worm  by  the  following  ; 
Captain  Jackson,  Mr.  G.  Fulton,  Mr.  J.  Winter,  J. 
Kurk,  Mr.  Higson,  Joe  Campbell,  and  John  Sweeney. 

Moy  and  Lakes  (Ballina).— Since  last  report 
angling  on  river  and  lakes  has  fallen  off  very  much, 
owing  to  the  vei-y  hot,  calm  weather.  Mr.  George  Mills 
and  friend  (of  Withington,  near  Manchester),  had  a nice 
week’s  sport,  their  largest  trout  weighing  lOJlb.,  and 
largest  salmon  12jlb.,  besides  several  other  trout  of  from 
21b.  to  41b.,  all  with  fly.  The  only  other  fish  worth 
recording  was  a trout  killed  by  Mr.  J.  Hammond,  on  a 
small  trout  fly,  weighing  9flb.,  a regular  beauty  in  colour 
and  shape.  We  expect  that  sport  on  river  will  improve 
very  much  towards  the  end  of  the  month,  as  all  nets  and 
other  engines  for  the  capture  of  fish  are  off  in  tidal 
and  non-tidal  waters,  if  you  will  except  red  and  line. — 
Frank  Hearn. 

Moy  (co.  Mayo). — Sport  on  this  river  is  poor.  The 
West  has  not  been  so  favoured  with  rain  as  streams  in 
I the  other  provinces. — J.  B. 


Mr.  Alexander  WRiaHi,  Accountant,  of  10.  Everelda-street 
Barnsbury,  N.  (member  of  the  Gresham,  Junior  Fly-Fishers,  &o.k 
undertakes  the  auditing  and  balancing  of  every  description  ot 
accounts  at  moderate  rates.  Kents  and  debts  collected. 


U NiTV  IS  Strength  may  indeed  be  said  with  regard  to  Hollo- 
w ay's  Pills  and  Ointment,  for  when  used  together,  they  are 
re  markable  in  their  effects  upon  disease.  No  matter  liow  stubborn 
the  symptoms  maybe,  they  cannot  long  withstand  these  remedies. 
All  sufferers,  whom  other  treatment  has  failed  to  relieve,  should 
try  the  celebrated  Ointment,  which  will  strengthen  and  cure  them. 
The  Pills  recommend  themselves  to  the  attention  of  all  sufferers. 
No  injurious  consequences  can  result  from  their  use;  no  mistake 
can  be  made  in  their  administration.  In  indigestion,  confirmed 
dyspepsia,  and  chronic  constipation,  the  most  beneficial  effects 
have  been,  and  always  must  be,  obtained  from  the  wholesome 
power  exerted  by  these  purifying  Pills  over  the  digestion. 


If  you  are  Interested  In  Books 

send  2s.  Gd.  in  stamps  for  a copy  post  free  every  week  for 
3 months  of  “The  Publishers’  Circular  and  Booksellers’ 
Becoud,”  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


BOOKS  FOR  ANGLKRS 

ANY  OF  THESE  WORKS  CAN  BE  HAD,  CARRIAGE  PAID,  BY  SENDING  POSTAL  ORDER  FOR  THE  PRICE  TO 
SAMPSON  LOW,  MABSTON  & CO.,  LIMITED,  ST.  DUNSTANS  HOUSE,  FETTER  LANE,  LONDON. 


SKETCHES.  By  ANDREW  LANG.  W'^itb  20  Hlustrations 
(3  Etchings)  by  W.  G.  Burn-Murdoch.  Crown  8vo,  7s.  6d. 

aad  in  Practice.  By  FEEDEKIO  M.  HALFORD.  Second 
n*t  Cloth  extra,  25s.  Fully  Illustrated  by  Woodcuts,  Chromo-Litho- 

giaphs.  and  Coloureij  Steel  Plates.  Prospectus  on  application. 

and  How  to  Dress  Them.  By  FREDERIC  M.  HALFORD.  With  full 
con  taming  Ninety  Hand-Coloured  Engravings  of  the  most  Killing 
Pc-ttems.  together  with  a few  Hints  to  Dry  Fly  Fishermen.  Second  Edition,  Demy  8vo,  cloth,  15^ 

treatise  on  the  art  of  Angling  in  everyliranch  By 
^“Slmg  Editor  of  The  Field.  Sixth  edition.  Revised  and  Improved, 
Cro^  8vo  15s^  ^ ^ “®“oir  of  the  Author.  With  Portrait  of  the  Author  and  16  Plates^ 

List  of  Illustrations— FmgtTifecr,  The  Author  and  his  Gillie;  Plate  I.  Pike  Disgorgers  Wood’s 

•DinUSr,  etc.  rSfle’S.'):  I.  The  siiiijar  rmH  nthar  TTlna+o  ttt  rr « 


North  Country  Trout  Plies.  By  T.  E.  PBITT.  With  Coloured  Plates  of  all  the  best  Flies 
Second  Edition.  Demy  8vo,  cloth,  lOe.  6d. 

A Handy  Guide  to  Dry  Ply  Pishing.  By  COTSWOLD  ISTS,  M.A.  lUustrated. 

Crown  8vo,  boards.  Is. 

— rar  discourse  on  various  forms  of  dry-fly  fishing  ...  a series  of  clearly  defined  exercises.” 


Tlxe  American  Salmon  FisUerman. 

Small  post  8vo,  cloth,  6s. 


By  HENRY  P.  WEULiS.  Illustrated.  116  pages. 


Suggestions  for  Amateurs  as  to  their  Manufacture  and  Use. 
HENRY  P.  WELLS.  Illustrated.  Small  4to,  364  pages,  cloth  extra,  10s.  6d. 


By 


Salmon,  Trout,  and  GrayUng.  By  EDWARD 

HAMILTON,  M.D.,  J .L.b.,  &c  Illustrated.  New  Edition,  Small  post  8vo,  cloth  extra,  6s. 

Salmon  Problems.  By  J.  W.  WILLIS  BUND.  Board,  2s.  6d. ; cloth  3s.  6d.  ' 


x T -7  Dgs.;  viii.  lacKie  tor  Minnow-Spmning,  etc. 

Rntfbi’  7^'  ^ coloured  flgs.) ; X.  Salmon-Flies  : The  Jock  Scott, 

VTT^^TV.’  Wasp  Flies  (3  coloured  figs.) ; XI,  The  Bittern,  Parson,  and  Snow  Fly  (3  coloured  figs  ) ; 
XII.  The  T;wtan,Bewly,  and  Spey  Dog  Flies  (3  coloured  figs.);  XIII.  The  Popham,  Shannon,  and 
Owenmore  Flies  (3  coloured  figs.);  XIV.  Trout-Fly  Dressing,  etc.  (43  figs.):  XV.  Salmon-Fly 
Dressing  (9  figs.) ; XVI.  Scale  of  Limerick  Hooks  (12  figs.)  ^ 

“ The  best  angling  book  ever  published."— /’tsAfnp  Gazette. 

THE  BADMINTON  LIBRARY. 

E?H  CholMONDELEY- PENNELL.  With  Contributions  by 
Major  JOHN  P.  TRAHERNE,  FREDERIC  M.  HALFORD  H i 
Frontispiece,  8 Full-page  Illustrations  of  Fishing 
Subjects  by  C.  H.  'WHYMPER  .and  CONWAY  LLOYD-JONES,  and  150  Hlustrations  of  Tackle 
Ac.  Fifth  Edition,  Revised.  Crown  8vo,  lOs.  6d. 

CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL.  With  Con- 
H ^R  SENIOR,  G.  CHRISTOPHER  DAVIS, 

H.  R.  FRANCIS,  p-^^I^STON.  With  Frontispiece,  6 Full-page  Illustrations  of  Fishing 

Ic^  Fnnrfb  WHYMPER  and  CONWAY  LLOYD-JONES,  and  126  Illustrations  of  Tackle^ 
•fee.  r ourth  Edition,  Reviaed.  Crown  Svo,  lOs.  6d.  ’ 

Bi’ltaln.  By  H.  CHOLMONDELEY-PENNELL.  Illustrated 
by  Sixteen  Lithographs  of  Fisa  m Gold,  Silver,  and  Colours.  First  Edition.  Demy  8vo,  15s. 

Hooks.  By  H.  CHOLMON- 

DELE  Y-PENNELL.  With  Two  Hundred  Illustrations.  Crown  8vo,  cloth  2a. 

Fourth  Edition,  much  enlarged,  and  almost  entirely  Re-written.  Ororvn  8vo.  Price  6s. 

^FifMn/fn^he^ri'bih  ?b  '^M^COCKS.  Comprising  the  Chief  Methods  of  Hook  and  Line 

Remarks  on  Nets,  Boats,  and  Boating.  Profusely 
_D^S^^f  th“e  ’ Detailed 


Au  Amateur  Angler’s  Days  in  Dovedale.  Being  an  Account  of  my  Three  Weeks’ Holiday 
m July  and  August,  1884.  Imp.  32nio.  fancy  boards.  Is. ; limp  leather-cloth,  gilt  edges.  Is.  6d. 

Fresb  "Woods  and  Pastures  New.  By  the  Author  of  “ An  Amateur  Angler's  Days  in  Dove- 
dale,  “ Frank  s Ranche,”  &c.  Large  fcap.  8vo,  cloth,  Is.  6d. 


An  Angler's  Strange  Experiences.  By  COTSWOLD  ISYS,  M A. 
_ Small  4to.  cloth  extra.  Second  and  Cheaper  Edition,  3s.  6d. 


Profusely  Ulustrated, 


How  and  ^rbere  to  Fisb  in  Ireland.  By  HI  REGAN.  With  Map  and  numerous  Text 
Illustrations.  Fourth  Edition.  Crown  8vo,  3s.  6d. 


Notes  on  Fish  and  Pishing.  By  J.  J.  MANLEY,  M.A.  With  Illustrations 
cloth  extra,  363  pages,  leatherette  binding,  reduced  from  10s.  6d.  to  6s. 

The  Afrt  of  Trout  Fishing  on  Sapid  Streams. 

Small  post  8vo,  cloth,  3s.  6d. 


Crown  8yo, 


By  H.  0.  CUTLIFFE,  P.R.O.S. 


eioat  Pishing  and  Spinning  in  the  Nottingham  Style.  By  J.  W.  MARTIN,  the 
“ Trent  Otter.  ’ Coloured  boards,  lUustrated,  Crown  8vo,  2s.  6d.  New,  Revised,  and  Enlarged 


Edition. 


British  Angling  Plies.  By  MICHAEL  THEAKSTON.  Revised  and  Annotated  by  FRANCIS 
M.  WALBRAN.  Wiih  Woodcut  Illustrations,  and  Plates  of  Natural  Flies  drawn  from  Life 
Crown  8vo,  cloth,  5s. 

Pishing  with  the  Ply.  Sketches  by  Lovers  of  the  Art.  With  Coloured  Illustrations  of  Standard 
Fliea.  collected  by  C.  F.  ORVIS  and  A.  NELSON  CHENEY.  Square  8vo,  cloth  extra,  I2s.  6d. 

Ply  Tying.  By  JAMES  OGDEN.  Illustrated.  2s.  6d. 


Ninth  Edition.  Crown  8vo,  cloth,  price  14s. 

Butomology.  With  Coloured  Representations  of  the  Natural  and 
ALFrIL  rSnaLD^  With  Io  CoTured 

duX7fhtfub%7y-^%;iCl.^^^^  works  ever  pro- 

,?  Sketches  of  Home  Sport  and  Colonial  Life.  By 

WM.  SENIOR  ( Red  Spinner  ),  Angling  Editor  of  the  Field,  Author  of  “ Waterside  Sketches  " 
&c.  New  and  Cheaper  Edition.  Crown  8vo,  boards.  2s.  at-moiue  oaeicnes, 

Waterside  Sketches.  By  “ Red  Spinner  " (WM.  SENIOR).  Imp.  32mo.  boards  Is.  ’ 


John  Bickerdyke's  “Book  of  the  All  Hound  Angler.’’  Hlustrated.  Crown  8vo,  cloth 

price  5s.  6d.  ’ 

John  Biekerdyke's  “ Angling  for  Coarse  Pish.”  Is.  In  paper  covers,  2s.  in  cloth 


John  Bickerdyke's  “Angling  for  Pike.”  Is.  in  paper  covers,  2s.  in  cloth. 

John  Bickerdyke's  “Angling  for  Game  Pish.”  Is.  6d.  paper  covers,  2s.  6^n  clothT 

John  Bickerdyke's  “Angling  in  Sait  Water."  Is.  in  paper  covers,  2s.  in  cloth. 

Aflalo's  “ Sea  Pishing  on  the  Bnglish  Coast.”  Cloth,  2s.  6d. 

“A  most  useful  book.” — Fishing  Gazette. 

Hudson’s  “ Sea  Fishing  for  Amateurs.”  1» 


The  British  Angler’s  Lexicon.  By  RICHARD  NEVIN.  Fully  Illustrated.  Crown  8vo 
cloth.  6s. 


HOLIDAY  SUITS. 

SPECIAL  VALUE. 

ALL  WOOL  and  MADE  to  OHDEE 

For  45s. , 50.s.,55s.,  & 63s.  the  Complete  Suit. 

In  Browns,  Drabs,  Fawns,  Greys,  also  in  Blue  Serges. 

An  easy  form  of  .self- 
measurement will  be  for- 
warded. or  from  an  old  suit 
a.s  guide,  a perfect  fit  can  be 
guaranteed.  Gentleme.i  are 
invited  to  semi  for  patterns, 
which  are  forwarded  free, 
stating  quality  and  colour 
preferred,  or  when  in  town 
to  in.specf  our  materials. 
Orders  executed  in  from 
three  to  six  days.  Coats  can 
be  got  ready  for  trying  on  in 
three  hours.  Testimonials 
and  repeat  orders  are  daily 
leecivcd  Irom  all  parts  of 
Ihe  Kingdom. 

w.  EVANS, 

77,  GREAT  PORTLAND 
STREET,  W. 

(Estah.  January.  18,86.) 
Cb'se  proximity  to  I atipham 
Hotel  ami  Oxford-circus. 


LANGHAM  HOTEL, 

POETLAKD  PLACE  and  EEGENT  STKEET,  LONDON,  W. 

Situated  in  the  most  Fashionable,  Convenient,  and  Healthy  Locality,  near  the  Best  Shops,  Jcc. 
Artesian  Well  Water.  Electric  Light  throughout. 


Moderate  Tariff. 


Table  d'Mote,  (>  to  8. 


TEN  FISH 
PICTURES 


Wedding  Receptions,  Regimental  and  Private  Dinners,  (Lc. 


ACCIDENTS  OF  TRAVEL 

AND  ALL  OTHER  ACCIDENTS,  INSURED  AGAINST  BY 

THE  RAILWAY  PASSENGERS’  ASSURANCE  COMPANY, 

THE  OLDEST  AND  LARGEST  COMPANY  PROVIDING  FOR 

ACCIDENTS  OE  ALL  KINDS. 

64'*  GOFNHILL,  LONDON. 


I After  l^aintiDgs  liy  the  late 
celebrated  Fish  Painter, 

H.  L.  EOLFE. 

i A Portfolio  of  permanent  Rejiro- 
ductions,  moimted  on  boards, 
15s.  net. 


London : 

SAMPSON  LOW  A COMPANY,  Ltd., 
St.  Dunstan  s House,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 


THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


175 


August  26,  1893] 


CONTENTS. 


N.B. — All  rights  reserved  in  articles  published  in  this 


j)aper. 

Fishing  in  tho  Solent  

175 

“ 01(1  Sohodulos  ” 

175 

Izaak  Walton  was  an  Angler  Good  ... 

17G 

.‘Vn  Autumn  Holiday:  How  to  Spend  It 

177 

Scotch  Notes  

178 

Note.s  About  Roacli  Baits  

179 

Rominisconoos  of  an  Old  Angler  

179 

Waltoniana  

180 

Sea  Pishing  Without  Boats  

180 

Correspondence 

182 

NOTICE. 


or  fourteen  years,  the  fishinj^  used  to  be  very  good 
for  most  kinds  of  fish  (soles,  plaice,  'wliiting,  red 
mullet,  John  Dories,  skate,  and  occasionally 
turbot),  bub  since  firing  heavy  guns,  mine- 
^Pririging,  and  large  steamers  and  warships  have 
been  the  fashion,  good  fish  are  seldom  to  be 
caught  in  any  numbers,  and  when  I trawl  now,  I 
am  obliged  to  go  to  a pet  place  I know  of  at  the 
back  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  where,  if  the  tide  suits, 
I find  no  difficulty  in  getting  all  kinds  of  good 
fish  into  my  trawl. 
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FISHING  IN  THE  SOLENT. 


By  the  Makquis  of  Exeter. 


I SEE  in  the  newspapers  that  the  Select  Com- 
mittee on  National  Sea  Fisheries  have  been 
inquiring  as  to  the  cause  of  the  deterioration  of 
soles  and  other  flat  fish  in  the  Solent,  with  the 
view,  I suppose,  of  tracing  it  to  trawling.  I 
know  about  trawling  and  fishing  about  the  Solent 
and  Isle  of  Wight  since  1858  to  1888  or  1889  as 
much  as  ipost  amateurs,  having  trawled,  and 
fished,  there  nearly  every  season  between  these 
dates,  and  I firmly  believe  that,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  shrimp-trawling  on  the  sands,  when  the 
tide  is  up,  with  the  shrimp-meshed  trawl,  no  harm 
is  done  to  flat  or  other  fish  by  the  regular  trawlers. 
I attribute  the  decrease  of  flat,  and  other  useful 
fish  for  food  to  the  constant  heavy  gun  practice, 
which  has  been  carried  on  of  late  years ; to  the 
springing  of  mines,  and  the  continual  going  up 
and  down  through  the  Solent,  of  men-of-war, 
torpedo  vessels,  «nd  other  steamers  at  high 
pressure;  also  to  the  discharging  of  ashes  from 
these  ships,  and  of  mud  and  dredging  refuse,  from 
Portsmouth  Harbour,  into  the  Solent.  The 
latter  destroys  the  feeding  grounds,  and,  by  making 
fresh  banks  or  adding  to  those  already  there, 
alters  the  run  of  the  tides,  and  so  fills  the  parts 
formerly  frequented  by  soles,  Ac  , with  weed,  and 
refuse  of  all  kinds  detrimental  to  fish.  When 
I first  went  with  the  Osprey  to  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
and  afterwards  lived  iu,  or  near,  Ryde  for  twelve 


(Continued  from  page  160.) 


Then  the  weeds — what  a potent  factor  for  good 
or  for  evil  is  summed  up  in  that  short  mono- 
syllable “ weeds.”  No  more  care  is  bestowed  on 
the  vine,  the  hop,  or  the  mulberry  in  the  lands  of 
wine,  beer,  and  silk  respectively,  than  should  be 
given  by  the  thoughtful  pisciculturist  to  the 
treatment  of  weeds.  A stream  devoid  of  weeds 
is  wanting  in  proper  food  for  trout ; proper,  that 
is  to  say,  from  the  fly-fisher’s  point  of  view. 
Food  there  may  be  m plenty — minnows,  fresh 
water  shrimps,  leeches,  and  a thousand  and  one 
other  savoury  morsels  eagerly  devoured  by  trout 
— but  no  flies  and  “ argal” — as  the  grave-digger  in 
“ Hamlet  ” has  it — no  rising  fish.  A river  without 
a weed  is,  in  more  than  one  sense,  “ not  worth  a 
rush.’’* 

Suffice  it  to  say  that  in  the  Hatchet  the  weeds 
were  in  perfect  order.  There  was  cover  enough 
to  allow  the  angler  to  approach  with  care  without 
being  seen,  and  to  render  the  fish  bold  from  a 
sense  of  security ; and  yet  in  no  place  were  the 
weeds  so  strong  as  to  encourage  shrimping  and 
tailing  at  the  expense  of  rising,  or  to  render  the 
landing  net  a useless  incumbrance. 

Mr.  inkpen,  I found,  W'as  a first-rate  performer 
within  certain  limits.  He  could  not,  w'hen 
casting  twenty  yards  of  line  across  a fast  stream, 
float  a dry  well-cocked  fly  over  the  nose  of  a 
trout  lying  in  a slow-running  back  eddy  without 
letting  the  drag  on  the  line  affect  the  even  swim 
of  the  fly.  He  could  not  when  he  had  spotted  a 
fish  on  his  own  side  of  the  river  under  an  over- 
hanging bank  cast  under-handed  against  the 
wind,  and  so  manipulate  the  point  of  his  rod  as 
to  makefile  falling  line  describe  an  outward  curve 
and  thus  show  to  the  trout  the  fly  and  nothing 
hut  the  fly.  But  he  could  and  did  cast  a short 
line  with  lightness  and  precision,  he  judged 
his  distance  accurately,  he  made  due  allowance 
for  the  wind,  and  I saw  at  a glance  that  he  had 
yet  to  learn  that  only  in  which  I was  myself  a 
scholar.  I was  put  on  my  metal,  and  I fished 
my  very  best,  but  all  in  vain.  By  lunch  we  had 
only  three  keepable  fish  between  us,  and  at  four 
o’clock  the  bag  had  been  increased  by  one  trout 
only — a trout  of  such  questionable  dimensions 
that  he  must  have  been  returned  to  the  water 
had  he  not  been  badly  hooked.  It  was  therefore 
moved,  seconded,  and  carried  unanimously,  that 
we  should  leave  bag  and  baggage  in  a neigh- 
bouring cottage,  and  adjourn  to  afternoon  tea  at 
the  “ Crown  and  Thistle.”  As  we  drew  near  our 
inn  a blended  odour  of  stables  and  beer  made  us 
aware  of  the  presence  of  the  rubicund  rustic.  He 
came  to  meet  us  with  the  assured  tread  of  one 
who  brings  glad  tidings.  The  grin  on  his  face 
anticipated  the  pleasure  his  news  would  awaken 
in  our  breasts,  and  forecast  the  hope  that  our 
gratitude  might  take  the  form  of  beer. 

* How  the  weeds  should  be  dealt  with  is  a subject  too 
technical  to  bo  here  discussed  at  length.  As  every 
chemical  variation  in  the  soil  demands  a special  treat- 
ment of  the  vino,  the  hop,  or  the  mulberry,  so  does 
every  variation  in  the  chemical  composition  of  water 
demand  a special  treatment  of  weeds  ; and  T will  here 
only  pause  to  note  that  some  interesting  experiments 
lately  made  on  the  Upper  Test  lead  to  the  conelusion 
that  where  a strong  deposit  of  lime  affects  the  incuba- 
tion of  the  larva  of  water-born  flies,  it  may  be  beneficial 
not  only  to  cut  the  weeds  but  utterly  to  destroy  their 
roots,  and  plant  fresh  ones  in  their  place  ; treating  a 
considerable  area  at  a time  and  so  operating  at  various 
periods  of  the  year,  that  there  may  always  be  weeds  in 
every  stage  of  growth  in  some  part  of  the  river. 

The  same  treatment  might  probably  alleviate  the 
mischief  arising  from  the  esparto  deposit  below  paper 
mills,  but  on  this  point  we  have  at  present  no  reliable 
data. 


“Mr.  Crow  and  the  Doctor  liavo  caught  a lot; 
their  creels  be  all  full,  and  they’ve  corned  up  to 
empty  them  and  start  fair.  Such  beauties, 
too.  Do’ee  have  a look  at  ’em ; they  be  all  laid 
out  on  the  stones  in  the  yard.” 

Beer ! I could  have  given  the  wretch  poison  ! 
I scarcely  deigned  to  look  at  the  fish,  which  were 
indeed  a picture,  on  my  way  through  the  yard  ; 
but  sullenly  turned  into  our  parlour  and 
ordered  tea.  Mr.  Inkpen,  however,  remained 
for  some  time  admiring  and  examining  the  take, 
looking  at  the  flies  on  the  lines  of  the  successful 
fishermen,  who  had  ostentiously  left  their  rods 
leaning  against  either  side  of  the  porch  in  the 
form  of  a triumphal  arch  ; and  even  handling 
their  landing  nets  in  a way  I thought  more 
curious  than  polite.  However,  when  he  joined 
me  he  said  nothing,  but  drank  his  tea  in  silence, 
a droll  smile  occasionally  playing  about  the 
corners  of  his  mouth.  My  looks,  perhaps,  did  not 
encourage  conversation.  I am  a patient  angler, 
but  an  impatient  companion.  I can  cast  for  an 
hour  against  a fitful  wind  and  pop  off  fly  after 
fly  with  perfect  equanimity,  in  the  hope  that 
during  some  momentary  lull  I may  be  able  to 
reach  the  “big’un”  between  the  weeds,  that  I 
see  levying  heavy  toll  on  the  passing  duns.  I 
can  rejoice  in  my  friend’s  heavy  basket,  when, 
after  an  impossible  day  in  the  blazing  sunshine, 
I have,  through  defective  eyesight,  lost  the  only 
short  half  hour’s  rise  of  the  evening  in  per- 
sistently covering  the  dimple  made  by  a sub- 
merged rush  that  I have  mistaken  for  a rising 
fish,  and  have  come  home  with  a light  or  even 
empty  creel  myself.  But  I can’t  stand  a fellow 
grinning  and  simpering  when  he  ought  to  be 
seriously  discussing  the  plan  of  campaign, 
whereby  we  might  yet  hope  to  retrieve  our 
fortune.  In  short,  I was  out  of  temper ; nor  did 
the  sound  of  boisterous  mirth  in  the  next  parlour 
and  the  momentary  sight  of  two  amused  faces 
at  the  window,  apparently  watching  our  de- 
parture for  the  river  restore  my  amiability. 

Briefly  asking  Mr.  Inkpen  whether  he  had 
any  choice  of  water,  and  scarcely  giving  him 
time  to  reply,  I strode  off  at  a great  pace,  saying 
that  I would  go  up  the  stream  and  that  he  might 
go  down.  I had  not  gone  many  yards  when  I 
paused.  Should  I not  ask  Inkpen  what  flies  were 
on  our  rivals’  casts  ? No  ! thought  I,  pushing  on 
more  hurriedly  than  ever,  I will  he  indebted, 
neither  to  him  nor  to  them.  I will  exercise  my 
own  judgment  and  beat  them  still.  There  is  no 
rise  on  the  water ; they  could  not  have  caught 
those  fish  on  the  surface.  I will  mount  a largo 
fly — nay,  if  necessary,  I will  stoop  to  putting  a 
shot  on  my  cast,  and  search  the  deep  hatch 
holes  and  tails  of  the  runs.  I did  so,  and  brought 
home  one  brace  of  heavy  trout. 

“ What  have  you  done  ? ” said  I to  Inkpen, 
whom  I found  on  my  return  smoking  that 
abominable  clay  in  the  porch. 

“ Come  and  see,”  said  he  with  a smile,  and 
there  on  the  flags  in  the  very  place  before 
occupied  by  the  enemy’s  plunder  lay  seven  and  a 
half  brace  of  beauties. 

“ Well ! am  I not  a worthy  pupil?” 

“ Pupil ! you  are  my  master.  But  what  did  yon 
rise  them  on  ? I forgot — or  rather  my  silly 
pride  forbade  me  to  ask  you — what  flies  you  found 
those  fellows  had  on.” 

“ Yellow  Duns.” 

“ What  sort  ? ” 

“ The  very  doubles  of  those  we  were  fishing 
with  most  of  the  morning.” 

“ Do  you  mean  to  tell  me  that  you  caught 
those  fish  on  the  small  pale  Yellow  Uun  with  a 
floss  silk  body  we  were  using  this  morning  ? ” 
said  1 incredulously. 

“ I did  not  catch  a single  one  of  them  on  any 
other  fly.”  replied  Old  Schedules  with  a merry 
twinkle  in  his  little  grey  eyes,  usually  evoked 
only  by  some  uncommonly  smart  stroke  of  special 
pleading. 

“Well,  if  that  don’t  beat  Justice’s  justice  I’m 
only  fit  for  Liibberland,  where  they  gives  you 
half-a-crown  an  hour  for  doing  nothing,  and 
finds  you  in  baccy  and  beer,”  added  our  irrepres- 
sible friend  in  the  smock  frock,  who  had  joined 
us  unperceived. 

“ Come  in  at  once.  This  fellow  will  spoil  my 
supper,”  said  I,  not  having  yet  entirely  recovered 
my  equanimity. 

Duringsupper  not  onewordconld  I extract  from 
Mr.  Inkjien,  but  when  the  plates  and  dishes  had 
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been  removed,  our  gro^  mixed,  and  all  probabiliiy 
of  interruption  was  at  an  end,  be  drew  ms  ehaii 
towards  mine  with  a smile  that  promised  im- 
mediate relief  to  niy  impatience. 

I had,  however,  yet  to  wait  until  that  execrable 
remnant  of  a churchwarden  was  thoroughly 
lighted— a labour  of  love,  of  patience,  and  ot 

^Tt  last  he  began  to  tell  his  story— or,  as  he 
preferred  to  call  it,  to  “ open  his  case  —stating 
in  strict  chronological  order  his  facts,  tlie  in- 
ference he  drew  from  these  facts,  the  evidence 
tending  to  support  this  inference,  and  the  hnal 
denouement. 

In  the  first  place,  it  seems,  his  attention  had 
been  arrested  by  the  number  of  fish  that,  judging 
from  the  dark  blood  clots  distinguishable  at  the 
corners  of  their  mouths  and  even  under  the  gill 
covers,  appeared  to  have  been  badly  hooked.  A 
number  bearing  a far  higher  than  average  ratio 
in  proportion  to  the  sum  total  of  the  entire  take, 
especially  in  the  case  of  trout  caught  with  a dry 
fly  on  a still  day.  This  had  led  him  to  Put  on 
t4t  pair  of  gold  rimmed  nose  nippers  so  dreaded 
by  those  scientific  witnesses  while  under  cross- 
examination,  whose  evidence  in  chief  has  been 
based  on  the  doctrine  that  figures  were  invented 
to  obscure  facts.  W ith  this  factitious  aid  he  had 
discovered  that  many  of  the  fish  had  been 
severely  torn  about  the  mouth,  and  that  several 
bore  the  marks  of  more  than  one  hook-point  on 
the  outside  of  the  jaws.  A glance  at  the  tackle 
had  showed  him  that  although  the  casting  lines 
were  chafed  and  worn,  the  strands  of  gut  on 
which  the  flies  were  tied  had  evidently  not  been 
used;  indeed  the  loops  whereby  they  were 
attached  to  the  collars  had  not  been  drawn  tight. 

“ These  facts,”  said  Mr.  Inkpen,  unconsciously 
assuming  the  (piiet  but  impressive  tone  and  de- 
liberate articulation  habitual  to  him  lu  conference 
or  consultation,  “ These  facts,  clearly  presented 
to  a special  jury  of  anglers  would  lead  to  the  in- 
evitable inference  that  one  of  the  following 
offences  against  the  rules,  regulations,  and  bye- 
laws by  the  Hatchet  Conservancy  Board,  and  the 
Axe-by-Arminster  Fishing  Association  respec- 
tively duly  made,  provided,  confirmed,  and  pub- 
licly ’notified  as  by  law  reciuired,  had  been 

committed.  To  wit ; — . , , i 

“1.  Trolling  or  spinning  with  the  artihcial  or 

natural  minnow.  . , ,,  i 

“ '2.  Trolling  or  spinning  with  the  artmciai  or 

natural  prawn  or  shrimp ; or, 

“ 3.  Possibly,  but  not  probably— swimming  or 
fishing  the  worm  on  Stewart’s,  or  some  other 
tackle,  having  two  or  more  hooks. 

“ Properly  to  frame  my  indictment,”  continued 
he  in  the  same  tone  of  voice,  “ it  became  of  irn- 
portance  to  determine  and  to  specify  with  preci- 
sion which  of  these  three  offences  had  been 
committed.  This  led  to  inspection  of  the  landing 
nets,  and  I observed  that  whereas  the  mesh  of 
the  first  I examined  was  of  uniform  dimensions 
throughout  when  measured  from  knot  to  knot, 
this  was  not  the  case  with  the  second  net,  in 
which  the  mesh  diminished  in  size  in  direct  pro- 
portion of  the  distance  from  the  landing  ring,  so 
that  the  reticulated  interstices  at  the  base  or 
bottom  of  the  pouch  or  pocket  of  the  ret  were 
sufficiently  contracted  to  intercept  the  passage  ot 

very  minute  particles.  _ , 

“ I must  in  candour  admit,”  continued  Old 
Schedules,  half-shutting  his  eyes  and  waving  the 
stem  of  his  pipe  at  an  imaginary  jury,  ” and  his 
Lordship  will  tell  you  that  the  prisoners  at  the 
bar  are  entitled  to  the  full  benefit  of  any  doubt— if 
doubt  there  be — I am  bound  to  admit,  I say,  that 
the  conditions  I have  described  are  not  inconsis- 
tent with  the  innocent  purpose  of  captuiing 
duns,  spinners,  and  other  natural  flies  which  may 
be  floating  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  with  the 
object  of  comparing  them  with  their  respective 
artificial  presentments.  But,  gentlemeu  of  the 
jury,  1 defy  nay  learned  friend,  with  all  his  ready 
astuteness'  and  inventive  resource,  to  find  a 
plausible  explanation  of  this  fact  consistent  with 
the  possible  innocence  of  the  accused.  How 
comes  it  that  there  were  gravel,  and  the  detrdus 
of  iresh-water  shells  adhering  to  the  net  ? Not 
even  my  learned  friend  would  have  the  unblush- 
ing effrontery  to  suggest  to  you,  not  only  as 
anglers,  but  as  intelligent  beings,  that  gravel 
floats  on  the  surface  of  the  water.” 

“ Come,  old  friend,  cut  it  short,”  said  I,  “ it  was 
of  course  iijtendcd  to  catch  minnows,  fresh-water 


shrimp.*,  and  perhaps  cadis  bait.  What  next? 

Old  Schedules  did  not  much  like  the  interruntion, 
and  he  did  cut  it  short.  Indeed  he  cut  the  most 
interesting  part  of  his  narrative  shortei  than  1 
could  have  wished.  It  seems,  however,  from  what 
I afterwards  learnt,  that  having  ascertained  at 
the  cottage  where  we  had  left  our  impedimenta 
which  part  of  the  river  had  been  fished  by  the 
Doctor  and  Mr.  Crow  in  the  morning,he  proceeded 
thither  and  set  himself  to  track  their  footprints; 
and  at  one  spoL  where  the  rushes  and  long  grass 
had  been  much  trampled  at  the  brink,  he  found 
“the  first  traces  of  a trace,”  to  use  his  own 
expression,  a dead  minnow  torn,  bitten  near 
the  tail  and  split  open  at  the  inouth,  but 
otherwise  uninjured  externally.  This  minnow 
he  carefully  dissected,  and  found  distinct 
evidence  that  some  hard  foreign  substance 
had  been  forced  inside  the  fish  from  mouth  to 
vent,  or  vice  versa.  There  could  be  no  doubt 
as  to  its  having  been  used  as  a spinning  bait  ; and 
it  had  probably  come  olf  the  hooks  and  fallen 
through  the  meshes  of  the  landing  net  during 
the  struggles  of  the  trout  that  had  obviously  been 
grassed  at  that  spot. 

Old  Schedules  carefully  wrapt  in  paper  this 
compromising  piece  of  fishy  evidence,  and  put  it 
in  his  pocket.  He  then  stuffed  his  waterproof 
coat  and  leggings  with  rushes,  sedges,  and  rank 
grass,  and  so  arranged  them  at  the  foot  ot  a,  tree 
that  with  the  suggestive  aid  of  rod,  creel,  and 
landing  net  as  accessories,  his  extemporised  lay- 
figure  might,  when  viewed  from  afar,  well  pass  for 
an  angler  in  repose.  This  done  he  made  a consider- 
able detour  inland;  and  marking  from  higher 
ground  the  positions  of  the  Doctor  and  Mr.  Crow, 
he  managed,  under  cover  of  hedges,  trees,  and 
bushes,  so  successfully  to  stalk  the  former  as  to  be 
well  within  a hundred  yards  range  before  he  was 

observed.  , . . c 

A low  whistle,  not  unlike  the  plaintive  cry  ot 
the  plover,  proceeding  from  the  lips  of  the 
medical  practitioner,  may  or  may  not  have  been 
instrumental  in  awaking  an  inward  and  spiritual 
affinity  in  the  bosom  of  his  friend,  but  certain  it 
is  that  at  this  very  moment  both  lawyer  and 
doctor  seemed  to  bo  simultaneously  impressed 
with  the  conviction  that  an  immediate  change  ot 
flies  might  be  beneflcial.  So  promptly  was  this 
executed,  that  by  the  time  Mr.  Inkpen  had 
arrived  within  saluting  distance  of  the  doctor, 
the  well-known  “Yellow  Dun”  was|  playing  in 
the  breeze  at  the  end  of  that  worthy  and  suc- 
cessful angler’s  casting  line.  The  following  con- 
versation then  ensued  : — ^ 

The  Doctor  (with  strained  politeness).—  io 
what  happy  chance  am  I indebted  for  this  unex- 
pected pleasure  ? I thought  you  had  been  below 
recuhans  suh  tegtnine,  &c. 

Qlfl  g — “No, sir,  I leftmy  etceteras  and  my  coat, 
too,  reciihayis  sab  iegmine.  and  I came  here  by  no 
chance  but  with  a settled  purpose.  I made  a 
circuit  inland  that  I might  not  disturb  your  fash 
and  I crept  under  hedges  and  trees  that  I might 
not  divert  your  attention  from  watching  that 
most  killing  of  ‘ Yellow  Duns.’  My  purpose  was 

and  is  to  seek  advice.  , i ^ i e 

The  Doctor. — “ Certainly  ; delighted  to  be  of 
any  service  to  you,  sir.  A little  chill,  perhaps, 
Ql^l  ,§_“Not  a bit  of  it,  Doctor.  Tour 
diagnosis  is  wide  of  the  mark.  I have  neither 
gastric  nor  abdominal  catarrh.  I do  not  want  to 
be  advised  what  to  take  but  simply  where  to  take 

— minnows?”  • j xr. 

The  Doctor.—  ' Really,  sir  ! I m surprised  that 
you  should  dare  to  make  such  an  insinuation. 
Oh,  but  of  course  you  don’t  know.  The  use  of 
the  minnow  is  strictly  prohibited  in  this  stream. 

Ql^  g Yes,  Doctor,  I do  know  it ; and  it  is 
iust  because  I know  it  that  I venture  to  press 
my  question.  Nay,  I will  even  make  so  bold  as 
to  add  that  I shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  will 
lend  me  the  small  mesh  landing  net,  with  which 
you  catch  minnows  for  your  own  use. 

The  Doctor.— “This  is  beyond  all  bearing  . Arc 

you  mad,  sir?”  . 

Qjg  ,S'_“Thab  question  is  more  in  your  line 

than  mine,  but  luckily  for  me  it  requires  two  of 
your  craft  to  agree  before  certification,  and 
doctors  differ,  we  all  know,  so  I have  every  hope 
I sliall  be  at  large  tor  some  time  longer,  notwith- 
standing your  anxiety  for  my  safety.’ 

“ By  Jove,  I’m  nob  sure  of  that,  blustered 
Mr.  Crow,  who  had  joined  his  friend ; “ you 
have  been  guilty  ot — of- — of  language  tending 


to  excite  a breach  of  the  peace.  I can  prove 
that.  The  Doctor  here  is  a J.P.,  and  if  you  dou  t 
make  better  acquaintance  with  the  inside  ot  our 
police-cells  at  Axe-by-Arminster  before  you  are 
many  hours’  older  I’m ” 


many  num  o uiuoi  j.  xxx 

Old  S.,  interrupting. — “A  detected  poacher,  i 
know  you,  Mr.  Crow.” 

Mr.  Crow.—“  You  have  the  advantage  ot  me 

Qj^  g_ — “ Only  in  memory.  My  name  is  Index 
Inkpen,  Barrister -at -Law  and  Parliamentary 
Draftsman.  If  you  will  carry  your  recollection 
back  a little  way,  no  further  than  the  fourth  day  s 
sitting  of  the  Lord’s  Committee  on  the  Axe-by- 
ArminsterWater  Bill, you  will  remember  that  it  was 
my  privilege  in  cross-examination  to  give  you  the 
opportunity  of  correcting  several— well,  we  11  say 
statements  that  did  not  entirely  correspond  with 
the  facts— little  slips  and  inaccuracies  whipu  the 
noble  Lord  in  the  chair— (I  only  mention  this  as  it 
may  serve  to  recall  the  incident)— which  the  noble, 
chairman  was  rude  enough  to  call  ‘gross  and 
wilful  misrepresentations,’  made  by  you  in  your 
sworn  evidence  in  chief.  Ah ! I thought  you 
would  remember  me.  So  glad  to  see  you  in  a 
purer  atmosphere,”  added  the  wily  old 
with  a smile,  in  answer  to  a mute  appeal  from  Mr. 
Crow  not  to  expose  him  before  the  Doctor.  Now 
we  shall  get  on  capitally  I see  ; besides,  I want  t o 
retain  your  professional  services,  and  i hope  r 
may  be  fortunate  enough  to  secure  those  also  ot 
yoiir  eminent  medical  friend,  on  a post-mortem 
examination.  A paper  in  my  pocket  contains  all 
the  evidence  we  shall  at  present  require. 

With  great  gravity  Mr.  Inkpen  took  the 
precious  parcel  from  his  pocket,  deliberately 
opened  the  paper,  and  displayed  the  minnow  to 
the  astonishment  and  confusion  of  the  Doctor  and 
his  legal  friend.  The  former  was  still  inclined  to 
bo  angry,  but  the  latter,  who  had  bis  own  reasons 
for  making  his  peace,  soon  restored  good  humour  ; 
and  when  the  Doctor  finally  P^duced  from  his 
coat  a large  glass-stoppered  bottle,  labelled  I o 
outward  application  only,”  bub  containing  minnows 
covered  with  salt,  a hearty  laugh  all  round 
announced  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  and  ten 
minutes  later  Mr.  Inkpen’s  new  allies  were  both 
actively  assisting  him  to  laud  his  first  fish. 


IZAAK  WALTON  WAS  AN  ANGLER 
GOOD. 

A Song  or  the  True  Waltonians. 

IzAAK  Walton  was  an  angler  good. 

He  lived  in  fifteen  ninety-three. 

And  ninety  years  he  Time  withstood 
In  peace,  content,  and  harmony. 

He  was  the  father  of  our  art. 

He  taught  from  practice  what  he  knew ; 
From  his  good  maxims  few  depart. 

All  anglers  sure  will  find  them  ti  ue. 

Izaak  Walton,  &c. 

So  excellent  was  his  advice. 

So  true  to  nature  every  plan. 

What  he  has  writen  few  despise. 

For  sure  he  was  an  honest  man. 

Let’s  angle  with  some  angling  friend. 

Let’s  roam  in  peace  with  all  mankind. 
When  tired  at  eve,  a shilling  spend 
To  cheer  the  heart  and  ease  the  mind. 

Izaak  Walton,  &c. 

To  some  bleak  ball  we’ll  wend  our  way. 

Or  rest  beneath  some  hawthorn  hedge. 

To  hear  a merry  milkmaid’s  lay, 

Or  in  a cup  each  other  pledge. 

To  tell  a tale,  some  ballad  sing. 

To  talk  of  sport  in  days  gone  by. 

Sure  these  will  true  contentment  bring, 
Disnel  each  care,  repress  each  sigh. 

^ Izaak  Walton,  &c. 

John  Baudeley,  1834. 


The  Danish  mail  steamer  Tliyra  steamed  into 
Granton  the  other  day  from  Iceland  and  Faroe 
with  a large  number  of  tourist  passengers  and 
emigrants,  the  mails,  and  cargo  of  native  produce, 
inclmling  fifty  ponies.  The  weathet-  w'as  stated 
to  have  been  the  best  experiet.ced  fo’’ j^^ny  years. 
The  cod  fishing  on  the  east  coast  had  fallen  ott. 
but  that  on  the  west  had  increased,  the  fish  being 
found  close  inshore. 
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AN  AUTUMN  HOLIDAY:  HOW  TO  SPEND  IT. 


I*  LV->'isniN’(!  is  assuredly  the  branch  of  angling 
which  is  the  most  fascinating,  and  leaves  many 
a lasting  memory  on  the  mind  of  the  man  who 
in  his  boyhood  days  has  learned  to  deftly  cast  a 
tly.  Often  in  my  daily  occupation  I find  men  who 
have  loved  the  sport  as  boys,  and  still  look  with 
longing  eyes  on  a rod  when  their  annual  holiday 
comes  round,  but  see  no  chance  of  making  the 
acquaintance  of  a trout.  What  with  the  long 
prices  now  asked  for  fishings,  and  waters  made 
private  that  once  were  free,  a fishing  holiday  is 
out  of  the  reach  of  a slender  purse,  or,  if  to  be 
had  for  the  asking,  too  faraway. 

I would  advise  such  brothers  of  the  fly-rod  to 
give  the  Barle  and  Exe  a trial,  in  west  Somerset, 
say  Dulverton,  wliere  I have  spent  many  a happy 
day  securing  good  creels  of  trout,  and  hope  to 


By  LIBERIA. 

at  Marsh  bridge,  one  mile  from  the  town,  mount  a 
Blue  Upright,  (Jorncraike,  and  small,  light- 
cMoured  Silver  Twist,  on  a fine  cast,  and  see 
whfit  can  be  done.  Just  above  the  bridge  a long 
pool  will  yield  a trout.  As  we  push  on  up 
the  field,  pool  after  pool  will  be  found;  try 
them  well;  now  on  into  the  wood  (right-hand 
bank)  up  stream.  Here  the  fishing  is  good,  but 
awkward  to  fish  from  the  bank.  Many  of 
the  best  jiools  can  be  reached,  and  most  of  them 
should  add  a trout  to  the  basket ; in  the  first  two 
miles^  I have  often  taken  a dozen  good  fish  with 
the  flies  I have  mentioned,  and  any  angler  ought 
to  do  the  same.  Out  of  the  woods,  and  you  reach 
some  fields,  with  a wooden  bridge  in  them ; cross 
over  to  the  left  bank,  and  every  pool  should  tax 
the  greonheart  if  the  fiy  is  cast  well  under  the 
hushes  on  the  other  side.  We  now  enter  the 


one  or  two  more  companions  with  him;  a little 
further  up  and  a bridge  crosses  the  stream ; cross 
j again  to  the  right  bank ; here  the  fishing  is  open, 
and  some  of  the  best  on  the  river.  Through  the 
field,  into  the  woods  again,  and  Torr  Steps  are 
reached,  .seven  miles  from  Dulverton;  here  the 
Association  water  ends.  Too  far  for  one  day, 
unless  a man  has  good  pedals  under  him ; but  I 
have  often  done  it,  fishing  the  best  pools  and 
leaving  the  rest  for  anyone  that  may  be  wading. 

Steps  (an  illustration  of  which  we  shall 
give  in  our  next  chapter),  the  angler  should  take 
a look  at  the  ancient  bridge,  then  retrace  his  steps 
to  the  first  fields,  where  a path  climbs  up  to  the 
farm  on  the  top.  He  will  now  find  a good  road 
running  through  the  farms  that  brings  him  out 
again  at  Marsh  Bridge.  The  way  is  a long  one,  but 
the  views  he  gets  from  the  top  more  than  repay  for 


A VIEW  OP  DULVERTON. 


spend  many  more,  and  bring  yet  some  of  the 
lusty  ones  to  the  landing-net. 

The  accompanying  illustration  is  from  the 
charming  novel  ‘ Lorna  Doone,”  by  Mr.  E.  D. 
Blackmore,  in  which  Dulverton  occupies  a pro- 
minent place. 

I can  hear  rny  readers  say,  “ Yes,  how  about  the 
cost  > ” It  will  cost  no  more  than  a few  days  at 
the  sea-side,  or  perhaps  less.  The  return  excursion 
hy  Great  Western  Railway  is  15s.  Gd.  for  ten  or 
seventeen  days,  rod  licence  Is.  per  week  or  2s.  Gd. 
per  season.  Association  ticket  to  fish  their  water 
2s.  Gd.  per  week  ; private  lodgings  are  cheap,  and 
t he  hotels  reasonable  in  their  charges,  while  the 
fishing  is  good,  trout  plentiful  and  of  good  size 
for  brook-trout — often  a three-quarter  or  even 
a pounder  can  be  caught,  and  yet  larger  fish 
remain.  For  splendid  scenery  and  bracing  air  it 
18  hard  to  beat  in  England,  and  for  the  guidance  of 
those  who  may  visit  the  rivers  I will  give  them  a 
description  of  the  water  and  best  flies  to  use  for 
an  autumn  dajq  and  pools  to  fish  on  the  Associa- 
tion water.  River  Barle.  We  will  make  a start 


wood  again,  and  do  not  attempt  to  fish  it ; the 
trees  are  so  low  that  it  will  cost  the  best  man 
who  ever  took  rod  in  hand  a cast  and  flies.  If 
waded  up,  the  angler  is  more  likely  than  not 
to  find  himself  under  water — the  bottom  is 
so  uneven,  and  stream  so  strong,  with  deep  holes. 
Further  on  a small  brook  crosses  the  path  ; here 
under  the  tree  the  pool  should  be  well  tried,  and 
every  run  or  pool  for  the  next  half  mile.  Then,  ‘ 
alter  a tramp  of  another  half  mile  or  more  before 
a cast  can  be  made,  you  will  find  pool  after  pool, 
the  basket  grow  heavier,  and  your  heart  lighter. 
If  the  fish  do  not  rise  to  the  flies  used,  try  a red 
hackle  for  the  blue,  and  an  olive  Hare’s  Flax — 
these  may  tempt  them ; or  furnace  hackle  and 
claret  hjdy,  a fly  I have  often  killed  fish  with 
when  everything  else  has  been  useless,  should 
be  tried  ; a Wickham  will  often  prove  success- 
ful. We  now  move  on  out  of  the  wood  into 
the  fields  again.  Here  is  a splendid  cast  at 
the  top  end  of  a long  pool;  try  it  well;  send 
your  fly  well  over  toward  the  willow  bush  for 
a big  trout  is  at  home  in  that  spot,  and  often 


the  aching  of  his  feet ; it  is  only  by  getting  to  the 
top  of  the  hill  that  the  depth  and  beauty  of  the 
valley  can  be  seen.  The  dark  green  of  the  oak 
coppice,  mixed  with  shades  of  brown  and  yellow, 
shows  that  autumn  is  fast  approaching,  while  the 
heather-clad  moor  can  be  seen  in  the  distance, 
and  over  all  shines  the  setting  sun  like  a ball  of 
fire.  In  the  wood,  on  the  slopes  of  the  valley, 
sometimes  can  be  seen  the  russet  hide  of  the  red 
deer  as  he  wends  his  way  from  his  lair  to  quench 
his  thirst  in  the  cooling  stream  below,  or  the 
ruddy  coat  of  Mr.  Reynard  as  he  starts  off  on  his 
midnigh'.  ramble  to  visit  some  neighbouring  hen- 
roost, while  the  white  scut  of  the  rabbit  can  bo 
seen  at  every  gate  as  he  scuttles  off  to  his  hole 
after  a supper  off  the  sweet  herbage  and  grass. 

( To  he  continued.) 


An  interesting  article,  entitled  “Highland 
Rivers— Lochy  and  Hpean,”  by  Hector  Munro, 
will  appear  next  week. 
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By  Mac. 

Let  us  but  have  ^va'cr  or.ouclu  nun  tbo  back- 
end  salmon  angling  season  will  be  wiUi  u 
presently.  On  the  Earn,  the  first  to  close  of 
Scotch  rivers,  the  netting,  after  a most  unproduc- 
tive season,  ended  for  the  year  last  Saturday  ; 

and  now,  to-day,  the  netting  of  1893  terminates 

to  make  way  for  the  rods  on  the  following  Scotch 
rivers,  eood  for  autumn  salmon  angling.  ay* 

Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  Findhorn,  Forth,  Nairn, 
Ness,  Spey,  Cree,  and  Dee  (Ivirkcudbrignt). 

At  last  they  seem  to  have  the  intention  of 
doing  just  the  right  thing  for  the  Ness ; and  the 

project,  it  is  hoped,  will  not  hang  fire.  Accordi  ^ 

to  the  Highland  Ne^vs■.  “A  proposal  has  ]ust 
been  mooted  among  several  influential  gentlemen, 
presently  staying  in  the  neighbourhood  ot  Niver- 
Eess,  to  buy  up  the  entire  right  to  the  fishing 
stations  on  the  lower  part  ot  the  Ness. 

Friar’s  Shot  lease  expires  nest  week,  and, 
provided  this  idea  is  carried  into  ettect,  ttie 
present  system  of  netting  fish  on  the  Ness  will  be 
done  away  with,  as  the  Highland  JSews  man 
understands  the  reason  for  the  proposed  buying- 
up  of  the  fishings  is  to  allow  more  scope  to  the 
gentlemen  interested  in  rod-fishing.’ 

He  must  be  a wag  who  informs  me  that  the 
Scotch  Fishery  Board  are  contemplating  drastic 
measures  to  secure  the  improvement,  and  return 
to  their  pristine  vigour,  of  the  salmon  fisheries  ot 
the  country.  

Sport  looked  up  on  Loch  Shin  in  the  end  of 
last  week.  A grand  salmon  of  28|lb.  was  caught, 
and  a boat’s  party  made  the  capital  basket  oi 
fifty-two  trout,  weighing  381b.,  in  one  day. 

A Beay  Forester  writes  me  : “ During  the  first 
ten  days  of  the  present  month  Sir  T.  Brodie  and 
Mr  Ivory  had  splendid  sport  among  the  sea- trout 
of  Loch  Stack.  Though  the  weather  was  un- 
favourable most  of  the  time  they  succeeded  in 
getting  over  2501b.  of  sea-trout.  SeveraJ  weighed 
6ver  41b.  and  51b.,  and  the  largest  was  Db.  Drs. 
Dobie  and  Hamilton  are  to  fish  Loch  Stack  lor 
the  next  few  weeks.  To-day,  which  was  rpiite 
calm,  they  landed  twenty  sea-trout,  besides  brown 
trout.  Salmon  and  grilse  are  unusually  scarce 
and  sby  to  take  the  fiy.  The  weather  is  rather 
unfavourable  for  fishing  at  present,  being  dull, 
sultry,  and  often  calm.” 

A Tay  correspondent  writes  me : “A  few  fish 
are  still  being  got  here,  and  things  are  lookuig 
fairly  well  for  the  rod  fishers,  who  are  anxiously 
waiting  for  the  26th.  To  all  appearance  the  river 
will  be  in  good  ply,  and  excellent  sport  should  be 
had  if  there  is  any  sort  of  decent  stock  leit  alter 
the  nets  go  off.  The  nets  in  the  lower  districts 
had  some  good  takes  last  week,  and  they  much 
needed  it,  for  many  of  the  netters  Avill  lose 
hundreds  of  pounds  this  year.  On  Monday  week 
several  fish  passed  Perth  Bridge,  despite  the 
efforts  of  the  netsmen,  who  were  nettled  at  seeing 
the  fish  jump  beyond  their  reach. 

The  following  interesting  “side  light”  on 
Highland  “ fashions  ” is  taken  froin  a description 
of  the  opening  of  a bridge  at  Arisaig ; “ All  were 
regaled  in  right  Highland  fashion,  a large  cask 
of  whisky  being  conspicuous,  from  which,  lor 
several  hours,  an  abundant  supply  of  the  Oori}- 
choillie  blend  was  constantly  drawn. 

Sport  on  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee  is  very  slack 
at  the  present  time,  and,  save  with  finnock,  t here 
will  not  now  be  much  of  consetiuence  done  until 
the  back-end  salmon  angling  gets  fairly  under  way. 

The  other  day,  when  forwarding  a beautiful 
red-spotted,  red-fleshed  little  fish  to  my  address, 
Mr.  Angus  Morrison,  of  Melvich  Hotel,  buther- 
landshire,  wrote  me  : “I  am  sending  you  one  ot 
my  American  year-old  trout  caught  yestei  day. 
I killed  one  in  April  5oz.  weight,  and  this  one  is 
13oz.,  so  that  is  8oz.  put  on  since  April,  ihe 
loch  1 took  it  from  should  fish  well  next  season  i 
think.  My  Loch  Leven  year-olds  now  average 
three  to  the  pound.  The  feeding  being  splendid 


in  my  lochs,  I look  for  good  results  with  the 
imported  trout  of  different  strains. 

]\1r  Morrisox  is  to  be  commended,  and  ought 
to  be'  well  supported  by  tourist  anglers,  lor  the 
pains  and  expense  he  has  been  at  to  secure  the 
improvement  of  his  fishings. 

At  the  occasion  of  the  monstre  gastronomic 
fele  given  the  other  week  by  Sir  C harles  Ross, 
Bart.,  of  Balnagown,  to  his  tenantry,  dependents, 
and  their  families,  there  was  no  stint  of  salmon 
from  the  Carron  Fishery,  of  which  the  worthy 
baronet  is  an  extensive  owner.  The  occasion  was 
the  coming  of  age  of  Sir  Charles,  and  the  function 
in  respect  of  proportions  and  magnificence  was 
worthy  of  a great  Highland  potentate.  Aery 
amusingly  the  Highland  News  remarks:  ihey 

roast  a bullock,  and  feed  1400  people;  the 
stomach  rejoiced.  On  the  lawn  at  Balnagown 
Castle  was  erected  a marquee,  an  idea  ot  tne 
dimensions  of  which  may  be  gathered  from  the 
fact  that  it  measured  400ft.  by  40ft.,  with  a 
flooring  of  16,000  sq.  ft.  Tables  with  white 
cloths,  and  laden  with  silver  ware,  reached  froni 
end  to  end  of  the  marquee,  all  being  prettily  set 
off  with  flowers.  A unique  sight  was  the 
roasting  of  a whole  ox.  It  has  been  the  custom 
of  the  Balnagown  family  for  a number  of  genera- 
tions to  roast  an  ox  on  the  lawn  on  siich  occasions. 
In  the  mariTuee  covers  were  laid  for  1401,  but 
provision  had  to  be  made  for  ™^ny 

The  meat  roasted  amounted  ™ 

10001b.  of  salmon  had  to  be  boiled  ; 1 100  chickens 
required  plucking  and  boiling;  twenty  sheep 
were  slaughtered  ; whilst  one  ton  and  a half  o 
potatoes  had  to  be  cooked.’  It  is  not  stated  that 
a fearful  jaw  of  the  “ wine  of  the  country  was 


put  down  to  qualify  all  this  ! 

An  Aberdeen  correspondent  writes  me  : “ Away 
in  the  ‘ Far  North  ’ salmon  are  falling  off  a good 
deal,  but  in  Dee  and  Don  district  they  are  still 
keeping  up  wonderfully.  In  the  Nether  Don 
fishings  a good  haul,  consisting  of  ovei  one 
hundred  and  seventy  salmon,  was  got  last  Inday 
several  of  the  fish  being  over  40  b The  avera  e 
weight  would  have  been  about  Iblb  To  all  ap- 
pearance there  will  be  a good  run  of  autumn  is_i. 
Grilse  are  far  below  the  average  weight  at  this 
season.  Several  of  81b.  and  91b. 
but  the  average  would  not  be  over  4^16.  or  olb. 
Grilse  have,  however,  been  looking  rather  bettei 
this  last  two  or  three  days,  but  a nasty  storm 
from  south-south-east  commenced  on  baturday, 
and  is  still  raging,  while  a heavy  sea  is  coming  in 
on  the  beach  all  along  the  Don  and 
tricts  which  is  preventing  the  fishing,  but  at  the 
same  time  may  improve  or  lesseii  the  quantity  of 
grilse.  Scarcely  a finnock  is  to  be  seen  either  in 
Dee  or  Don.  A"ery  few  have  been  got,  apd  theie 
is  little  appearance  of  them  even  in  the  tideways 
The  total  number  of  boxes  of  fish  received  at 
Billingsgate  for  the  week  ending  August  lo,  18. 
was  2327,  while  for  the  same  period  this  year  it 
was  only  1430.  

I iiEVR  from  the  Speantbat  there  is  still  scarce 
a thing  doing.  The  fish  that  are  in  the  river  mil 
not  take  for  some  reason  or  other,  possibly,  as  my 
informant  thinks,  owing  to  there  being  so  i 
electricity  in  the  air.  As  the  main  run  ot  giils 
ought  to  have  been  forward  a month  ago,  all  hope 
is  now  given  up  of  a fair  run  of  fish  this  season. 
My  correspondent  is  decidedly  ot  opinion  that  the 
unwonted  scarcity  of  grilse  has  i^^j^ted  from  the 
almost  unparalleled  flooding  of  the  Highland 
rivers  in  the  end  of  January,  1892,  when  the 
spawn  beds  were  raked  by  the  icc  and  water,  and 
such  vast  quantities  of  ova,  both  eyed  and  un- 
eyed, as  never  before  had  been  witnessed,  were 
found  to  have  perished. 

S vmioN  are  dropping  off  in  numbers,  but  keep- 
iiio-  up  in  weight,  in  the  coast  districts  of  the 
rivers  North  Esk  and  South  Esk,  ot  lorfarshii  e. 
Few  specially  heavy  ones  are  com”ig  on-  but  the 
majority  are  of  weights  from  20lb.  to  301b.  Both 
rivers  are  again  nearly  dried  up  ; they,  howeyei  , 
have  abundance  of  finnocks  in  them,  yet  angleis 
say  they  arc  stiff  to  rise  on  account  ot  the  clear 
waiter  and  bright  sun.  Three  anglers  have  had 
baskets  of  two,  three,  and  five  dozen  finnocks,  and 
a good  many  others  have  had  baskets  of  about 
one  dozen,  and  a few  sea- trout. 


During  the  week  no  salmon  much  exceeding 
401b.  in  weight  have  been  got  in  the  coast  district 
fishings  of  any  of  the  large  and  long  seasoned 
rivers  of  Scotland.  

At  Rhiconich  and  Scourie,  in  Sutherlandshire, 
anoleis  mustered  in  strong  force  last  week,  and 
had  some  good  sport  with  sea-trout  and  brow 
trout.  

Of  late,  atmospheric  conditions,  and  the  state 
of  the  water,  have  combined  to  lessen  the  possi- 

rivers  of  the  Solway.  Fish,  however,  aie  stijl 

being  pulled  out,  although  not  in  such  numbei  s 
as  anglers  could  wish. 

On  the  Loch  of  Stenness,  in  Orkney,  some 
ano-lers  had  the  luck  to  put  up  the  big  trout  well 
“ie  efd  oi  iMt  week.*^  One  day  two  rode  got 
twenty-one  trout,  weighing  301b. 

The  turn  for  the  colder  that  the  weather  has 
taken  in  Scotland  this  wek  should  go  to 
materially  improve  the  angling  for  whitling  o 
finnocks,  which  have  now  begun  to  show  bette 
in  the  tideways  and  lower  lengths  of  most  of  the 
autumn  rivers.  

Recently  sport  with  sea-trout 
good  on  a number  of  the  streams  of  the  mam 
land  of  Argyllshire.  

With  the  recurring  freshets,  the 
spring  migration  are  now  pns>ing  inland  as  tar 
as  they  can  get,  to  be  convenient  for  spawn 
beds  of  the  mountain  streams  and  reinote  water., 
upon  which  they  begin  to  go  in  the  end 
September.  


The  Tay,  which  had  got  rather  low,  came  down 
very  dirty  on  Monday,  and  was  expected  to  be  a 
big^vater  on  Tuesday.  ‘/The  net  fashing  my 
informant  says,  “is  at  its  gasp,  and  the 

losses  for  the  season  to  some  of  the  lessees  will 
be  enormous.  There  is  nothing  worth 
iim  being  done  by  the  rod,  Rist  a drappit  fash 
here  and  there,  not  of  great  size  ^ bese  %a|«lers 
are  got  on  the  Stanley,  Stobhall,  and  He“chi 
beats  of  the  river.  The  anglers  waiting  about 
Perth  are  not  very  well  pleased  with  the  prospect 
of  heavy  waters  this  week.” 

Dr.  W.  M.  Dobie,  of  Chester,  and  Dr.  Hamilton, 
of  Windermere,  are  presently  enjoying  x-ery  goo 
sea-trout  fishing  on  Loch  Stack  “ ^e  Reaj 
Forest— average  basKet  being  over  -bib-,  and  the 
fish  running  to  about  lib.  each.  The  Laxfoid 
river  has  for  some  time  past  been  in  too  lovx  a 
state  to  give  sport  with  salmon  and  grilse. 

“Tins  week,”  says  Johnnie  Sutherland,  “we 
fished  the  Durness  lochs  hard,  but  had  bad  sport, 
all  owing  to  the  thunder  and  the  glaring  skies. 
Two  days  Loch  Meadich  gave  baskets  of  from 
ten  to  twelve  trout,  weighing  about  11b.  the  trout, 
the  heaviest  21b.  The  Kyle  is  in  excellent  order, 
and  has  plenty  of  sea-trout  in  it.  We  must  have 
a lot  of  rain  and  heavy  gales  to  clear  the  air 
before  the  fish  will  work  properly.  In  Loch  bean 
I have  rarely  seen  so  many  sea-trout,  but  they 
will  not  look  at  the  fiy.  The  other  day  I saw 
them  jumping,  two  or  three  feet  out  of  the  water, 
all  ovG  the  loch— beauties.” 

The  weights  of  the  best  specimens  of  the  Salmo 
ferox  reported  to  me  as  caught  during  the  wee 
are  : On  Loch  Erricht,  one,  51b. ; on  Loch  Loyal, 
one,  61b.;  on  Loch  Shin,  one,  41b. ; on  Loch  Gorm, 
two,  41b.  and  51b. 

On  Loch  Le.veii  the  sport  during  the  week  has 
proved  very  poor,  and  none  of  the  clubs  com- 
peting on  it  have  made  baskets  of  the  least 

account.  The  clubs  that  held  competitions  and 

their  first  prizemen  were  : rinh 

Smith  ; St.  Mirren  Club,  J.  Gondie  ; Dundee  Club, 
T.  S.  Robertson;  Edinburgh  Amateur,  J.  G. 
Farquharson ; Fifeshire  Club,  J.  Fortune ; Perth- 
shire Club,  A.  Pople.  The  most  successful  club 
competitor  was  Air.  T.  S.  Robertson  of  the 
Dundee  Club,  with  seven  trout,  bib.  lOoz.  No 
private  party  made  a basket  of  over  121b.  at  an 
outing. 
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NOTES  ABOUT  ROACH  BAITS. 


Amongst  the  good  things  which  roach  are  wont 
to  indulge  in  at  stated  times,  water  and  weather 
permitting,  are  : Gentles,  worms  (red,  brandling, 
and  lob),  paste  (white,  brown,  red,  pink,  and 
yellow),  boiled  wheat,  pearl  barley,  “ cads,”  wasp 
grubs,  cubes  of  soaked  bread,  &c.  I may  be  par- 
doned if  I remark  in.passing  that  this  is  a very 
dainty  dish  to  set  before  a roach.  Up  the  Thames, 
roach  baits  vary  according  to  the  districts. 
Gentles,  bread,  paste,  and  the  tail  end  of  a lob 
are  the  most  favoured  out  of  my  little  lot.  Paste 
is  a good  bait  in  some  parts  of  the  Thames, 
notably  at  Windsor  and  Cookham,  whilst  in  the 
lower  reaches,  if  you  used  this  bait,  you  would  be 
looked  upon,  in  all  probability,  as  a sort  of  speci- 
men greenhoi’n  of  the  angling  order.  Why,  I 
know  not,  but  it  is  so  up  Thames.  The  pro- 
fessional fisherman  who  relies  upon  the  gentle-tin 
would  laugh  knowingly  at  you,  and  there  would 
be  an  equally  knowing  grin  pass  over  the  visage 
of  the  patron  of  the  punt.  Just  now  gentles  are 
the  most  popular  bait  for  the  roach,  although  in 
the  summer  time  some  big  roach  are  often  caught 
in  quiet  Thames  swims  with  paste,  and  this  is  a 
bait  which  deserves  to  be  oftener  tried  than  it  is. 

In  the  winter  months,  especially  after  the  water  is 
fining  down,  some  nice  white  paste  is  found  to  be 
very  effective  at  Pangbourne.  Many  a splendid 
basket  of  fish  has  been  brought  back  to  the 
Metropolis  by  the  clubman  who  has  devoted  his 
operations  there  to  paste-fishing  for  roach.  Yet 
if  you  fished  at  Staines  then  the  professional  fisher- 
man would  bait  with  crust  of  bread.  I like  to 
work  up  a little  brown  sugar  or  honey  into  my 
paste,  for  then  it  is  more  apt  to  attract 
the  attention  of  the  carp  and  bream.  Not  only 
in  the  Thames,  but  in  many  other  rivers  the 
soaked  bread  proves  a very  killing  lure.  Last 
season,  for  the  first  time  probably,  it  was  intro- 
duced to  the  notice  of  the  Hampshire  roach  at 
Christchurch,  and  in  a very  few  hours  two  rods 
took  501b.  of  prime  fish.  As  one  drops  it  into 
the  water  on  an  autumn  or  winter’s  day  it  looks 
the  bait  par  excellence  for  roach.  Clean,  and  cut 
into  small  cubes  as  if  the  roach  had  themselves 
prepared  it,  this  bait,  as  it  glides  and  spins 
through  the  sharp  water  of  an  October  or 
December  morning,  looks  irresistible.  I expe- 
rienced an  amusing  instance  of  this  when  once 
fishing  on  a certain  well-known  river.  Paste, 
gentles,  and  worms  having  failed  to  attract  the 
roach,  I suddenly  thought  of  the  soaked  bread. 
No  sooner  was  the  float  in  than  down  it  went, 
and  for  half  an  hour  afterwards  the  fish  fed  like 
mad.  I took  a fish  every  swim,  to  the  profound 
astonishment  of  some  other  anglers  who  w’ere 
fishing  from  a boat  close  by.  But  a minute 
before  we  had  compared  notes  about  baits,  and  f 
found  they  were  using  exactly  the  same  as  I was. 
As  the  fish  splashed  and  fought  in  the  stream,  as 
the  “ chung  ” of  the  line  reached  their  ears,  the 
look  of  wonderment  which  p ssed  over  their  faces 
was  enough  to  have  made  a cat  laugh.  I fancy 
they  thought  I had  charmed  the  fishes,  and 
without  speaking  to  each  other  they  exchanged 
meaning  looks,  and  evidently  thought  my  pro- 
ceedings were  of  a very  mysterious  character.  At 
last  one  of  them  ventured  to  address  me,  and 
when  I divulged  the  secret  of  my  success  they 
almost  cried  with  joy.  Very  soon  they  had  the 
new  bait  on,  and  I am  glad  to  say  captured  some 
good  roach  with  it.  I have  done  very  well  with 
bread  on  the  Colne,  and  it  is  because  it  is  used  so 
little  in  comparison  with  other  roach  baits  that  T 
strongly  recommend  it  to  the  notice  of  the  roach 
angler. 

Paste  is  a very  much-used  bait  by  roach  anglers, 
andon  the  Leapure  white  paste  isabait  whichtakes 
a lot  of  beating.  Coloured  pastes  are  very  popular 
in  some  parts,  notably  the  Norfolk  Broads  and 
rivers.  Anglers  frequenting  the  Eure  pin  their 
faith  to  pink  and  red  pastes,  Imt  I have  also  found 
yellow  paste  answer  very  well  on  this  river.  Not 
only  have  1 taken  good  roach  with  it,  but  bream 
have  also  been  attracted  by  it,  and,  as  a result, 
helped  to  fill  the  bag.  On  the  Yare,  roach  are 
very  partial  to  saffron  and  tamarack-c<  1 .uri  d 
pastes,  and  I have  secured  some  plumpii  g roach 
with  them.  The  local  anglers  use  yellow  paste 
with  killing  effect  on  the  Suffolk  Stour,  and  I 
have  often  seen  them  hauling  out  roach  at  Bures 
wh'en  no  other  bait  was  being  accepted.  They  do 


liest  with  it  in  the  autumn  and  winter  seasons.  It 
is  an  open  secret  that  yellow  paste  has  proved  a 
boon  and  a blessing  to  many  of  the  Arun  anglers, 
and  numbers  of  big  roach  from  Pulborough  and 
Amberley  have  succumbed  to  its  attractions.  It 
is  now  many  years  since  it  first  leaked  out  that 
the  roach  would  take  yellow  paste  in  this  famous 
river,  so  dear  to  the  hearts  of  the  London 
club  anglers.  One  day  an  enterprising  fi.sherman 
experimented  with  the  bait  and  found  that  it 
was  much  appreciated,  his  take  of  fish  being  far 
in  advance  of  any  made  that  day  on  the  river. 
Next  week  (so  the  story  goes)  he  again  caught  a 
large  number  of  fish  ; indeed,  a sack  was  neces- 
sary to  carry  them  back  to  town.  Gradually, 
however,  the  wily  angler’s  secret  leaked  out,  and 
the  favoured  few  who  were  let  into  it  swore  never 
to  reveal  the  discovery  of  the  marvellous  bait. 
Extraordinary  precautions  and  dodges  were 
adopted  to  keep  the  bait  “dark.”  Instead  of 
having  the  paste  in  a piece  of  paper  or  white  rag, 
those  “ ill  the  know  ” used  the  small  tin  feeding 
receptacles  to  be  found  in  bird  cages.  They  were 
hung  on  to  the  front  of  their  boxes  by  a hook, 
and  when  a stranger  appi’oached  the  swim  the 
angler  crossed  his  legs,  and  thus  concealed  the 
magic  bait.  They  generally  had  an  open  box  of 
gentles  on  the  ground  by  their  side,  and  if  they 
were  asked  what  they  were  getting  their  fish 
with,  “ gentles  ” was  invariably  the  stereotyped 
reply,  and  so  as  to  avoid  suspicion  they  would 
strike  sharply  to  dislodge  the  paste  from  the 
hook  and  pull  in  the  line  with  the  exclamation, 
uttered  in  the  most  disappointed  of  tones,  “ He’s 
taken  the  gentles,  blowed  if  he  hasn’t,”  and  in 
the  presence  of  the  innocent  one,  bait  next  time 
with  a bunch  of  gentles  ! Of  course  the  game 
has  been  up  for  a long  time,  but  there  are  hun- 
dreds of  anglers,  I will  be  bound,  who  never  think 
of  trying  this  “ fancy  ” bait  even  now. 

Another  excellent  bait  for  roach  is  boiled 
wheat.  This  article  certainly  deserves  to  be  more 
popular  than  it  is.  Many  a London  angler  visits 
the  Great  Ouse  provided  only  with  gentles,  piste, 
and  worms,  whereas  boiled  wheat  is  the  lure 
which  should  help  him  towards  procuring  a pre- 
sentable dish  of  roach.  The  local  anglers  swear 
by  it  at  St.  Ives  and  other  parts.  They  prefer  it 
to  any  other  bait  you  can  give  them.  Some 
anglers  assert  that  boiled  wheat  is  next  to  useless 
on  rivers  where  cornfields  are  absent,  but,  oi 
course,  this  is  a great  fallacy.  Roach  have  been 
know  to  feed  on  this  bait  in  districts  where  wheat 
and  barley  formed  no  portion  of  the  produce  of  the 
fields  adjacent  to  the  river’s  banks.  I wonder 
how  many  of  the  anglers  who  visit  Pulborough 
and  Amberley  ever  give  wheat  a trial  P Yet  a 
country  angler,  whom  I met  by  the  side  of  that  river 
the  other  day,  said  he  could  always  take  plenty 
of  roach  with  the  bait,  and  never  used  any  other. 
Roach  in  August  and  September  take  it  greedily 
on  the  Norfolk  rivers.  It  is  very  essential  when 
using  boiled  wheat  that  it  is  sweet  and  newly 
prepared.  If  anglers  use  it  for  ground-bait  they 
should  be  careful  not  to  put  iu  too  much,  or  they 
will  speedily  glut  the  feeding  fish.  1 like  best  to 
work  a few  grains  up  into  each  ball  of  ground- 
bait,  and  then  I only  do  so  after  the  fish  have 
gone  off  the  feed  somewhat.  Goosequill. 


REMINISCENCES  OP  AN  OLD 
ANGLER. 

(Continued  from  page  161.) 


By  E.  M.  Ton. 


1885 —April  4 found  me  this  season  on  the  banks 
of  the  Eden  at  Kirkoswald,  resolved  to  see  what 
I could  do  with  the  tiy  during  that  month. 

The  March  Brown  was  “up.”  April  4 (fir.st 
day)  thirty  trout,  81b.;  day  bright  and  sunny, 
and  east  wind.  Took  most  by  a sunken  tiy  ; trout 
not  rising  at  all  well  to  the  natural  fly*. 

6th.  Same  state  of  things,  and  wa-^  compelled 
to  sink  the  tiy  ; twenty-two  trout,  6Rb. 

7th  River  risins',  /rotdw  t ; twemy-five  trout, 
81b.;  Greenwell’s  G1  ry  and  March  Brown. 

8ih.  Bitierly  cold,  water  almost  at  freezing 
point.  Trout  not  rising  at  all  well  but  in  sumo 
thin  streams  I sunk  the  fly,  and  gave  it  the  usual 
subtle  motion  which  I often  fiiid  so  deadly  with 
the  “wet”  ily,  and  killed  forty-one  trout,  12ilb. 

bill.  Twenty-seven  trout,  8.ilb. 


10th.  Thirteen  trout,  51b.  (four  and  a half 
hours’  fishing). 

11th.  Twenty-nine  trout,  101b.  “Greenwells 
Glory  nearest  imitation  of  fiy  on  the  water  now, 
and  kills  eplendidli/”  (my  note). 

IJth.  Thirty-nine  trout,  12Db. 

15th.  Jilb.  . . ^ 

16th.  Fifteen  trout,  51b. ; bitter  east  wind 
blowing. 

17th.  Fished  the  Eden  through  Barron  Wood 

with  Mr.  McL -,  the  kind  proprietor  of  the 

fishings,  and  got  sixteen  trout,  51b. 

18th.  Fished  in  a burning  sun  quite  a short 
time — six  trout,  weighing  21b. 

20th.  Sixteen  trout,  41b.  Trout  getting  harder 
to  t&ilcG 

21st.  Twelve  trout,  41b.  A flood  brewing  ; trout 
seemed  “ off  ” entirely. 

22nd.  River  ipiite  muddy,  and  also  on  the 
2:3rd. 

24th.  River  clearing  fast.  Thirty-nine  trout, 
9Rb. ; killing  fly:  woodcock  wing,  body  straw- 
coloured  floss  silk,  and  light  red  hackle;  also 
Greenwell’s  Glory. 

25th.  River  again  flooded,  and  no  use. 

27th.  River  full,  and  trout  gorged.  My  last 
day  on  the  Eden  (1885). 

On  Sept.  14  I happened  to  go  for  a few  days  to 
a (juaint  country  inn  at  Pool  Quay,  Wales,  on  the 
Severn,  but  found  that  the  trout  fishing  was  next 
to  nil ; so  on  the  15th  I went  up  by  train  t ) 
Llanymynech.  where  I pottered  about  fishing  the 
edges  of  the  Vyrnwy  river — far  too  full.  I never 
saw  a trout.  Two  hours  of  this  sent  me  home 
again. 

Next  day,  16th,  packed  up  and  off  to  Llangollen. 

A grand-looking  river  was  the  Dee  when  1 
arrived,  for  it  was  full  of  water.  I tried  for  two 
days,  and  I tried  hard,  too,  with  fly  and 
minnow.  It  was  staggering  to  see  such  lovely 
pools  and  streams  and  no  signs  of  fish-life 
visible. 

1 made  the  acquaintance  of  a veteran  fisher- 
man in  very  bad  health,  in  fact,  he  looked  as  if  he 
had  some  mortal  malady.  I purchased  some  of 
his  flies  and  feathers;  such  enormous  hackle  flies 
for  a pale  dun  1 thought  them,  too— about  No.  5 
Hutchinson’s  round  band,  so  far  as  I remember, 
and  he  always  spoke  of  his  “ plue  tun.  wmch  in 
the  spring,"  he  assured  me,  were  deadly.  He 
went  up  one  day  in  his  coracle,  but  did  next  to 
nothing. 

On  inejuiry,  I was  informed  by  a man  i met  on 
the  river  that,  despite  the  fact  that  the  river  was 
full  of  water,  salmon  fishing  that  year  had  been 
quite  as  poor  as  the  trout  fishing,  and,  said  he,  the 
season  soon  closes  now,  and,  up  to  the  present, 
the  twelve  gentlemen  who  rent  the  lower  part  of 
the  River  Dee,  and  who  are  facetiously  named 
“the  Twelve  Apostles,”  have  killed  only  four 
salmon  amongst  them!  So  few  fish  in  such  a 
magnificent  volume  of  water  as  the  Dee  then 
presented  made  “ Only  a penny tvorth  of  bread 
to  all  this  sack ! ” seem  to  have  a certain  appro- 
priateness. . . 

1 much  enjoyed,  however,  my  visit  to  rias 
Newydd  ” and  the  chat  I had  (followed  by  several 
interesting  letters)  with  the  late  General  Yorke 
(the  owner)  ouncerning  the  authenticity  oi  oue  ot 
his  pictures,  and  upon  which  I was  able  to  throw 
a ray  of  light  through  the  possession  of  an  old 
em^raving,  which  I had  photogra,phed  and  sent  to 
him  to  show  ivhy  I did  not  consider  his  painting 
genuine  of  the  so-called  “ Prince  of  Orange. 
He  had  to  admit  that  it  had  been  damaged  coming 
over  from  Holland  originally,  and  that  a picture 
restorer  had  filled  iu  the  blanks  according  to  the 
indications  he  received  ! He  said  that  my  photo, 

&c  wouldin  future  be  hung  underneath  his  picture; 

mine  being  not  “The  Prince  of  Orange  _ but 
“The  Lord  Euston,”  a fine  old  mezzotint,  painted 
by  G.  Knell er  (afterwards  Sir  Godfrey  Kneller) 
iu  1685,  and  engraved  by  J.  Smith  in  168.1.  1 

have  some  nice  old  engravings  on  my  walls, 
which  I have  picked  up  here,  there,  and  every- 
where, but  few  that  I find  more  interesting  than 
this  excellent  mezzotint,  which  cost  mo  the 
ridiculous  sum  of  -5s..  of  course  unframed.  I love 
old  engravings,  but,  having  covered  my  walls,  1 
have  the  coLir.ge  to  st^p— unless,  of  c >urse.  L 
coull  sec  a work  of  merit  going  .i-beggmg  for  it 
is  almost  as  fascinating  a hobby  a-  tmut  fishing, 
and  in  wise  hands  much  more  projitahl.e,  but  only 
, in  those  who  arc  “far  ben”  (as  wa  say  m 
Scotland)  in  knowledge,  and  up  to  all  the  tricks 
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of  sham  proofs,  doctored  and  damaged  impres- 
sions, reprints,  and  all  the  rest  of  it. 

“Hullo  !”saystheEditor,  “you  are  getting  off  the 
line  !”  Quite  so,  but  if  I were  to  collect  angling 
prints,  which  I can’t  afford  to  do,  perhaps  I might 
find  the  whole  angling  community  anxious  to 
have  a sight  of  my  “creel.”  I have  only  a few, 
and  these  of  no  special  value — “ oils  ” and  prints. 
And  710W  a final  farewell  to  prints  and  to  the 
fishing  season  of  1 88.5. 

(To  he  continued). 


2©;altontaiia 


Not  a few  salmon  fishers  are  being  disap- 
pointed this  season  by  the  scarcity  of  fish.  I 
would  recommend  so  many  of  them  as  iire  near 
the  sea,  and  wearily  waiting  for  salmon  to  pay 
their  annual  visit  to  fresh  water,  to  devote  them- 
selves to  sea-fishing.  If  they  want  to  be  made 
“ sit  up,”  to  use  the  phrase  of  the  day,  let  them 
fake  their  salmon  rods  and  lines  and  troll  a red 
phantom  round  rocky  headlands  and  like  places 
whei’e  lythe  I'esort,  and  just  for  once  see  the 
difference  between  a salmon  and  a pollack  at  the 
end  of  their  lines.  I say  “ just  for  once”  because 
the  experiment  is  not  likely  to  be  repeated,  for 
no  ordinary  salmon  tackle  will  hold  a lythe  of 
Lllb.  or  so.  The  peciiliarity  of  these  fish  when 
caught  in  shallow,  weedy  waters  is  that  they 
must  be  held,  and  their  first  headlong  dash  for 
the  weeds  and  rocks  checked.  1 have  had  the 
rod  nearly  pulled  out  of  my  hand,  and  have  seen 
a friend’s  line  broken  twelve  times  by  twelve 
successive  fish.  A hand-line  of  course  can  be 
used,  but  for  sport  commend  me  to  the  rod,  only 
let  the  tackle  be  so  strong  that  a strong  man 
cannot  break  it  pulling  steadily  between  his 
hands.  I think  1 am  not  far  out  in  saying  that 
the  tackle  for  Ivthe  should  be  able  to  stand  a 
dead  weight  of  181b.  

On  the  west  coast  of  Scotland,  and,  indeed,  in 
many  other  portions  of  our  seaboard,  September 
is  the  best  month  of  all  for  this  sport-giving  fish. 
A cousin  of  mine  once  solemnly  assured  me  that 
when  fishing  with  a rod  on  each  side  of  the  boat, 
and  a hand-line  over  the  stern,  he  and  his 
companions  hooked  three  lythe  at  once,  all  of 
which  they  landed,  the  three  turning  the  scale  at 
fiOlbs.  Of  course  one  does  not  like  to  throw 
discredit  on  a member  of  one’s  own  family,  but  I 
should  very  much  like  to  know  if  any  reader  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  has  ever  caught  lythe  up  to 
dOlb.  weight,  by  which  I mean,  not  a fish  which 
looks  301b.,  but  is  actually  found  to  be  that 
weight  when  placed  on  the  scales. 

In  September  bass  begin  to  take  rather  large 
l)aits,  and  in  this  respect  they  are  not  unlike  trout 
and  salmon,  wdiich,  as  the  year  draws  to  a close, 
take  larger  flies  and  baits  than  they  do  in 
summer.  But  bass  fishing  depends  very  much 
upon  the  weather,  for  if  gales  and  storms 
come  on  early  in  the  autitmn,  the  bass 
fjuickly  move  out  into  deep  water  and  are 
seen  no  more.  The  best  sport  is  obtained 
when  the  weather  remains  fine  during  September. 
Last  year  I was  catching  these  fish  well  into 
October.  One  bait  which  I found  to  be  very 
excellent  was  the  head  of  a mackerel  and  part  of 
its  side  tapered  off  to  a fine  point,  the  fleshy  part 
cut  away,  leaving  little  more  than  the  skin.  This 
was  a showy,  strong  flavoured  mouthful.  As  I 
once  before  described  in  “ Waltoniana,”  I made  a 
capital  spinning  bait  out  of  a mackerel’s  tail, 
worked  on  a Chapman  spinner,  and  I feel  sure  it 
is  a bait  well  worth  trying  for  pike.  The  tail  is 
cut  diagonally  from  the  body,  some  of  the  flesh 
scooped  out,  and  the  cut  portion  bound  round  so 
that  the  edges  of  the  skin  meet  and  the  w'hole 
assumes  the  shape  of  a round  silver  fish.  It  spins 
magnificently  if  rightly  arranged. 

The  low,  clear  water  which  we  have  had 
recently  in  the  Thames  has  been  very  favourable 
for  fly’-fishing  for  chub,  for  it  has  been  the  in- 
direct means  of  bringing  the  fish  near  the  bait. 
Out,  on  the  other  hand,  the  absence  of  stream 
has  caused  an  enormous  growth  of  weeds  all 
along  the  banks,  and  there  are  few  places  where 
a fly  can  be  cast,  'fibe  jileasure  traffic,  too,  most 


seriously  interferes  with  the  fishing.  There  are 
very  few  places  where  Nottingham  tackle  can  be 
used  with  advantage,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
there  has  been  no  stream  to  take  the  bait  down 
to  the  fish.  Under  conditions  such  as  these  the 
two  best  methods  of  catching  chub  are  either  to 
fish  with  frog,  bumble  bee,  or  other  insect  from 
the  hank,  using  a long  rod  and  keeping  well  out 
of  sight,  or  ledgering  with  cheese. 


Enormoi :s  quantities  of  chub  and  barbel  have 
been  seen  basking  near  the  surface  of  the  water 
in  the  mill  pool  at  Marsh  Lock  recently;  but, 
though  the  place  was  on  three  occasions  fished 
with  great  care,  nothing  of  any  account  was 
taken.  It  is  one  thing  to  have  fish  in  a river  and 
quite  another  to  catch  them.  I have  been  care- 
fully examining  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Thames 
recently,  and  am  glad  to  see  the  enormous 
quantities  of  young  roach,  dace,  and  chub  which 
swim  among  the  weeds  close  to  the  sides.  The 
stock  of  these  fish  appear  to  have  been  fairly  well 
maintained,  but,  from  what  I remember  ten  or 
fifteen  years  ago,  some  other  kinds  are  steadily 
decreasing — perch  and  minnows  to  wit. 

Templar. 


SEA  FISHING  WITHOUT  BOATS. 


By  E.  G.  Aflalo. 


It  is,  I am  convinced,  a dread  of  sea-sickness 
that  deters  many  from  taking  up  the  sport  of  sea 
fishing;  and  it  may  be  of  interest,  while  there  is 
yet  time,  to  point  out  to  those  about  to  migrate, 
one  or  two  places  where  they  can  get  very 
excellent  chances  of  sport  without  having  re- 
course to  a boat  at  all.  Nay,  the  few  hints  that 
I am  going  to  give  may  also  be  of  interest  to 
those  who  are  absolutely  indifferent  to  the  freaks 
of  wind  and  wave,  yet  dread  the  constant  and 
foa’midable  drain  on  their  pockets  of  half-a- 
crown  an  hour,  and  nothing  allowed  for  the  fish. 

Personally,  I rarely  pay  more  than  a shilling  or 
eighteenpence  an  hour,  and  as  for  the  fish,  I 
either  retain  them,  or,  if  sufficient,  let  the  boat- 
man have  the  catch  in  lieu  of  payment.  But 
then  one  has  to  abandon  the  usual  “ penny  wise, 
pound  foolish  ” system  by  which  the  majority  of 
holiday-makers  regulate  their  expenditure,  and 
occasionally  to  part  with  a few  coppers,  or  their 
equivalent,  without  taking  a boat  at  all.  But  now 
to  my  subject. 

The  angler  who  is  going  to  dispense  with  a boat 
must  confine  his  operations  to  one  of  three 
methods,  pier  or  harbour  fishing,  fishing  from  the 
beach,  or  from  rocks.  The  first  of  these  may  be 
had  on  any  of  our  coasts  with  varying  results 
dependent  on  a number  of  circumstances ; the 
second  is  practised  chiefly  on  the  coasts  of  Suffolk 
and  Essex,  and  to  some  extent  in  Kent ; the  last 
on  our  north-east  and  south-west  coasts,  another 
instance  of  how  extremes  meet. 

I have  so  often  had  occasion  to  allude  in  these 
columns  to  the  relative  chance  of  sport  on  many 
of  our  piers  that  a very  few  words  will  suffice  to 
dismiss  that  part  of  the  subject.  The  best  piers 
for  August  fishing  are  perhaps  those  at  Dover, 
Hastings,  Brighton,  and  Exmouth,  at  any  of 
which  you  stand  a good  chance  of  a basket  of 
bass,  conger,  and  flat-fish;  and  I have  also  made 
good  catches  of  conger  and  skate  in  this  month 
off  the  little  wooden  pier  in  Swanage  Bay.  One 
great  drawback  to  pier  fishing  in  the  holiday 
season  is  the  constant  interruption  occasioned  by 
the  pleasure  steamers,  which  call  about  every 
hour,  and  either  take  in  a merry  cargo  or  land  a 
miserable  one.  But  many  of  our  piers,  to  wit, 
those  at  Deal,  Brighton,  Hastings,  Bournemouth, 
and  others,  have  more  than  one  landing,  so  that, 
unless  there  are  too  many  fishing  at  one  time,  it 
is  generally  possible  to  continue  operations  even 
whde  the  boat  is  alongside;  while  as  to  the  effect 
on  the  fishing,  we  used  to  notice  it  as  an  almost 
invariable  rule  that  three  lines  out  of  four  would 
hook  something,  if  only  .a  pout,  just  as  the  paddle 
was  churning  the  water  into  driven  froth. 

A little  later  in  the  year,  the  palm  must  he 
given  to  other  piers;  Scarborough  and  Torquay 
in  October,  Deal  up  to  Christmas. 

The  best  Iiarbours  for  August  bass  fishing  are 
Shoreham  and  Chichester,  second  places  being 
taken  by  Littlehampton  and  Poole.  I am  not 


sure  that  Littlehampton  would  not  be  one  of  the 
very'  best,  so  many  bass  and  mullet  crowd  in  the 
estuary  of  the  Arun,  but  the  accommodation  on 
that  West  Pier  is  too  fearful  even  in  recollection  ! 

The  best  baits  for  this  harbour  fishing  are 
living  .sand-eel  or  soft  crab  for  the  bass,  rag- 
worms  for  mullet.  Artificial  bait  are  of  little 
use  in  such  places,  though  I have  hooked  good 
bass  on  the  rubber-eel  at  Ramsgate  and  Little- 
hampton. Their  sphere  is  on  a rocky  gromid. 

1 now  come  to  beach  and  rock  fishing,  .and  here 
the  selection,  especially  for  August,  requires  a 
little  more  consideration.  The  great  difference 
between  the  two  is  that  whereas  in  nine  cases  out 
of  ten  the  water  grows  quite  shallow  up  to  the 
beach — I use  the  term  somewhat  broadly  to 
include  sand  or  shingle — easily  accessible  rocks 
often  stand  in  two  or  three  fathoms  of  water. 

The  former  case  involves  the  use  of  some  kind 
of  throw-out  tackle,  with  a heavy  lead;  in  the 
latter  it  is  possible,  and  often  most  killing,  to  use 
fine  float-tackle  close  under  the  rod. 

Special  warning  is  necessary  for  anglers  fishing 
from  rocks  that  are  covered  at  high  water,  or 
those  which  have  to  be  reached  hy  a periodically 
submerged  ledge;  they  must  only  keep  one  eye 
on  the  float,  reserving  the  other  for  the  rising 
tide,  which  will  otherwise  land  them  in 
difficulties. 

Such  rocks  are  to  be  found  at  Filey  and  Dover- 
court,  on  the  east  coast,  and  at  short  intervals 
along  the  entire  seaboard  of  Devon  and  Cornwall. 

The  Brigg,  at  Fdey,  affords  the  best  fly-fishing 
and  spinning  in  October,  and  the  similar,  though 
much  humbler,  ridge  at  Dovercourt  (I  haven’t 
seen  it  for  ten  years,  so  really  forget  whether  it 
is  natural  or  the  work  of  man)  is  also  a good 
place  at  times;  and  I once  remember  seeing  a 
local  angler  land,  1 should  think,  quite  two  dozen 
herrings  on  two  small  white  flies,  ]ust  as  it  was 
growing  dark.  I have  never  before,  or  since, 
seen  or  heard  of  such  a catch  ; but,  I take  it,  one 
might  visit  Dovercourt  a hundred  and  one  times 
and  never  so  much  as  see  a live  herring,  though 
the  time  I was  there — we  only  stayed  a week, 
existence  being  rendered  a weariness  to  the  flesh 
by  reason  of  the  numbers  of  uninvited  guests — 
they  could  be  seen  playing  on  the  surface  each 
evening  at  dusk. 

There  is  a rock  near  Torquay  known,  if  I 
remember  rightly,  as  Bob’s  Nose,  and  local 
amateurs  often  catch  very  fine  bass  from  here, 
baiting  with  soft  crab  or  squid. 

If  not  particular  as  to  ihe  kind  of  fish,  the 
angler  can  have  some  very  fair  sport  with  the 
big  wrasse  just  in  the  mouth  of  the  Dart.  Sit- 
ting on  the  rocks  there,  wuth  a stiff  rod  and  float- 
tackle  baited  with  mussels,  I took  them  last 
October  up  to  41b.,  the  largest  wrasse  I ever  saw, 
with  the  exception  of  some  very  giants  in  Dr. 
Dobrn’s  aquarium  at  Naples.  Another  first-rate 
place  for  bass  on  the  South  Devon  coast  is  off 
Penlee  Point,  Plymouth. 

The  east  coast  beach- fishing  for  cod  and  codling 
is  at  its  height  in  October,  Lowestoft  and  Alde- 
burgh  being  especially  good  places. 

As  many  as  a dozen  hooks  may  be  used  on  a 
line,  the  baits  being  sprat  or  fresh  herring,  the 
lead  being  flung  out  by  means  of  a forked  stick, 
by  which  arrangement  one  is  less  likely  to  impale 
oneself. 

There  is  a certain  amount  of  beach  fishing  in 
August  at  Deal  and  Dover ; at  the  former  for 
dabs,  and  at  the  latter  for  bass  and  codling.  The 
water  runs  to  a depth  of  two  fathoms  close  up  to 
the  beach,  which  rises  sheer  from  the  edge  at 
both  these  places,  so  you  can  sit  of  an  evening,  if 
it  is  warm  enough,  and  fish  with  an  ordinary 
short  throw  line,  baiting  with  lug-worm  or 
mussel.  Crabs  are  more  of  a plague  in  rock- 
fishing than  anywhere  else,  as  they  positively 
swarm  at  the  foot  of  these  shore  rocks ; but  there 
is  this  grain  of  comfort  that  if  the  fish  are  bent 
on  feeding  well  they  do  not  give  the  crabs  a 
chance,  so  they  are  really  only  a nuisance  when 
sport  would  be  slack  for  other  reasons. 

And  now  I have  endeavoured  to  give  my  readers 
a brief  idea  of  how  far  sport  is  compatible  in 
sea-fishing  with  terra  firma,  and  I hope  the 
suggestions  may'  be  of  use  to  those  who  love  not 
to  “ go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships.” 


Several  reviews  of  books  and  tackle  are  un- 
avoidably held  over. 
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ANGLING  FIXTURES. 

August  27.  

Amicable  Brothers  : Match  at  Ware. 

Canning  Town  : Match  at  Dagenham  Lake. 

Crown  and  Buckland  : Match  at  Amberley. 

Dorest  Gate  : Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 

Good  Intent : Match  at  Ponders  Knd.  ^ ' 

Great  Yarmouth  Working  Men  a A.S.  • Outing  to 
Norwich. 

Hearts  of  Oak  : Annual  dinner. 

Izaak  Walton  : Match  at  Ware. 

North  East  Brothers  : Match  at  Cheshnnt. 

Original  Alexandra  : Match  at  Cheshnnt. 

Pixie  Brothers  : Match  at  Wateringbury. 

Rodney  : Outing  to  Amberley. 

St.  John’s  : Annual  dinner. 

Wenlook  : Outing  to  Theydon  Bois. 

West  London : Match. 

August  28. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  : Concert. 

Havelock : Visit. 

Islington  Brothers : Concert. 

Westminster  : Match  at  Horley. 

August  30. 

Izaak  Walton  . Match  at  Ware. 

August  31. 

Liverpool : Outing. 

September  2. 

.Seymour  Brothers  : Outing  to  Walton. 

FIXTURES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

Sept.  3. — Amicable  Excelsior : Match  on  the  Medway. 

3.  — Anchor  and  Hope  : Punt  Match  at  Twicken- 

ham. 

,,  3.— Anglers’ Pride  : Outing  to  Amberley. 

,,  3.— Phoenix  : Match  at  Amberley. 

,,  3.— Royal  Oak  ; Match  at  Roydon. 

^ 3. — Seymour  Brothers  : Brake  outing  to  Walton. 

” 4!— Blackfriars  : Match  at  St.  Margaret  s. 

4. — Chiswick  Piscatorials  : Matchat  Twickenham. 

’I  4 — City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  : Visit. 

’’  10.— Camden  ■ Brake  outing. 

10.— Mitre  Brothers  : Match  at  Ware. 

’’  10. — Oak  : Match  in  Forty  Guinea  Water. 

,,  10. — Preservation  Sunday. 

,,  10. — Prince  Arthur  : Match. 

,,  10.— Sundial : Roving  match. 

,,  11.— Amicable  Excelsior  : Supper. 

„ 11. — Blackfriars  : Visit. 

„ 11. — Lincoln  : Concert. 

,,  13.— Walworth  Waltonians  : Outing. 

,,  17. — Clapham  Junction  ; Match. 

17. — Independent  Brothers  : Match  at  Cookham. 


TIDE  TABLES. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below. 

S~"  ■ 55  min.  tor  Kew. 

75  ,,  ,,  Richmond. 

80  „ „ Twicken- 

ham. 

85  „ „ Teddington 


W&Vi  ..  . 

^30  min.  for  Chelsea. 

Putney. 
Hammer- 
smith. 
Barnes. 


\40 
Add -^45 


'^50  ,,  ,,  

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 

minutes  later.  xi,  i- j 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  tne  tiae 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday,  Au; 
Sunday, 
Monday, 
Tuesday, 
Wednesday, 
Thursday, 


28 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 


Morning. 

1.22 
2. 2 
2.34 
3.  7 

3.41 

4.18 


Ev'enip? 

1.43 

2.18 

2 51 

3 24 
3 .59 
4.38 
5.11 


Friday,  Sept.  1 “i.53  

High  Water  at  Amberley  and  Pulborough. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Aug.  20  2.  2 2.23 

Sunday,  „ 27  2.42  2 .58 

5}  28  S.l'l'  o.ol 

These’times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge 
Amberley.  „ , . , , . 

Pulborough  will  be  two  hours  forty  minutes  later. 


JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAY. 


The  following  are  the  revised  fares  (as  supplied  by 
Mr.  Ghurney)  on  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  to  St.  Ives  : 
From  Liverpool-street,  Stratford,  Lea  Bridg^  Hackney 
Downs,  Clapton,  Tottenham,  Park,  Angel  Road,  and 
Ponder’s  End,  first  class  Us.,  third  class  Os.  2d.  ; 
Waltham  Cross,  first  class  11s.,  third  class  Os. 

****** 

The  luncheon  party  at  the  Walton  Tercentenary  were 
photographed  by  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Clarke,  of  Clapham 
Junction  Art  Studio,  S.W.,  and  about  thirty  to  -orty 
of  the  gentlemen  present  are  excellent  portraits.  .^9^’ 
sidering  the  difficulties  of  photographing  in  a dining 
hall,  we  must  congratulate  the  artist  on  the  success  of 
the  picture.  The  price  is  2s.  Od.  The  same  firm  have 
also  issued  a series  of  twelve  small  photographic  views, 
at  Is.  each,  showing  the  beautiful  grounds  of  the 


Crown  Hotel,  Broxbourne,  and  the  river  Lea,  one  in 
particular,  with  the  above  party  fishing  frorn  the  bridge, 
and  a group  of  the  natives  -all  girls — fishing  from  the 
bank,  is  unique.  Another  view,  also  2s.  8iL,  showing 
the  Lea  at  the  bond,  just  opposite  the  Crown,  is  quite 
an  artistic  composition,  and  should  give  a good  hint  to 
our  numerous  water  colour  artists  who  delight  in  just 
such  works.  These  pictures  may  be  obtained  on  appli- 
cation to  Messrs.  Clarke,  as  above. 

****** 

A LADY  correspondent,  writing  from  Beauly,  N.B., 
says:  “ The  scenery  here  is  beautiful,  and  if  only  rain 
had  come  the  sport  would  have  been  equally  fine,  for  we 
can  see  a good  many  salmon,  but  the  water  is  so  low, 
and  the  weather  so  bright  that  they  will  not  even  look 
at  a dy.  Still,  I have  been  lucky  enough  to  secure  some 
prizes,  and  hope  soon  to  send  you  a short  account  of  the 
capture  of  my  first  salmon.  The  few  salmon  which  have 
been  caught  in  the  last  three  weeks  were  not  in  good 
condition.” 

****** 

A boating  disaster,  resulting  in  the  loss  of  nine  lives, 
took  place  on  Tuesday  afternoon  off  the  port  of  Sutton 
Bridge,  at  the  extreme  south-east  of  the  Spalding 
Division.  A boat  containing  ten  persons  started  out 
from  Sutton  Bridge  up  the  River  Nene.  When  they 
had  gone  a distance  of  about  three  miles  the  party 
decided  to  return,  owing  to  the  force  of  the  wind,  and 
when  about  a mile  and  a halt  nearer  home  the  boat 
capsized,  and  all  the  occupants  were  thrown  into  the 
water.  The  majority  of  the  sufferers  had  come  from 
Sheffield  for  the  purpose  of  angling  in  the  River  Nene 
and  other  waters.  Only  two  of  the  party  were  got  out 
of  the  water  alive,  and  one  of  them,  a child,  died  soon 
afterwards.  'I'he  only  survivor  was  a woman  belonging 
to  Sheffield,  who  was  taken  to  a farmhouse  near  and 
efforts  made  to  restore  animation,  which  fortunately 
proved  successful. 

****** 

“ Loolc  always  on  the  sunny  side, 

'Tis  wise  and  better  far." 

So  said  a celebrated  Ludgate  Hill  wader  maker  one 
day  last  week,  whose  shop  is  oa  the  “ shady  side. 
thermometer  registered  90  degrees  “ in  the  shade. 
Happy  angler,  to  take  things  so  coolly  ! On  the  opposite 
side  to  the  wader  maker  tbe  trade  announcement  ran  as 
follows;  “Cakes  and  adrated  bread  at  a standstill  ; glue 
in  cork  hats  melting  ; drinks  going  down  fast.” 
****** 

At  tbe  Truro  Fisheries  Exhibition  the  stall  of  the 
Missions  to  Seamen  Society  attracted  crowds  of  visitors, 
especially  those  who  are  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
fishermen  and  seamen.  Not  only  were  there  beautiful 
models  of  some  of  the  boats  used  by  this  praiseworthy 
society,  but  Bibles,  papers,  and  prayer-books  in  various 
languages,  including  Chinese,  Arabic,  Slavonic,  Irish, 
&c.,  were  on  view,  as  w'ell  as  woollen  garments  such  as 
helmets,  ciiff.^,  stockings,  steering  gloves,  housewifes, 
which  are  given  away  to  the  hardy  toilers  in  the  deep. 
We  wish  this  society  every  success  in  its  good  work. 
****** 

A CORRESPONDENT  writing  from  Cantley,  Norfolk, 
under  date  Aug.  20,  says;  Messrs.  Beet  and  Carlisle 
fished  to-day  from  11.30  to  5.45  p.m.  and  caught  two 
stone  of  roach,  four  of  them  weighing  about  a pound 
each.  Curious  to  relate,  not  one  single  bream  was 
hooked  or  landed  on  either  the  up  or  down  tide. 

****** 

Angler.s  who  do  not  know  the  Stort  may  find  it 
worth  while  to  visit  Mr.  Springham,  of  the  White 
Horse,  Harlow,  whose  house  is  only  30tl  yards  trom  tbe 
station.  He  is  a very  obliging  landlord,  and  renders 
every  assistance  in  his  power  to  anglers. 

****** 

A CASE  of  fishing  for  soles  an  I heels  was  brought 
before  tbe  Paris  police  authorities  recently.  It  appears 
that  four  youths  were  seen  at  a very  early  hour  m the 
morning  sirolliiig  about  tbe  street.s  with  a fishing  rod 
and  line,  when  two  detectives  noticed  one  of  the  ' sports- 
men ” noiselessly  break  the  skylight  of  a cellar  coutain- 
ing  the  reserve  stock  of  a boot  shop.  After  baiting  up, 
the  line  was  “ dropped  ” in,  and  sport  began.  Altboligb 
several  leathery  tongued  specimens  " broke  away, 
eleven  pairs  were  safely  landed  ; but  at  the  weigh-in  the 
gang  were  rewarded  by  terms  of  imprisonment  varying 
from  six  months  to  two  years.  The  size  of  the  hook  is 
not  given.  ^ * ^ * * * 

Some  extraordinary  fishing  has  been  done  by  a gentle- 
man in  British  India.  For  some  time  he  was  troubled 
bv  a large  cobra,  which  had  its  hole  near  a gate  by  which 
the  grounds  to  the  house  were  entered.  When  alarmed, 
it  would  retire  into  this  hole  and  so  remain  secure.  One 
night,  however,  after  a little  consideration,  it  struck 
him  that  he  might  get  it  out  by  fishing  ; so  he  armed 
himself  with  a long  stout  bamboo  cane,  line,  and  hook 
baited  with  a live  frog.  It  was  not  long  before  a smart 
tug  warned  him  that  he  had  a bite.  After  allowing  time 
for  the  swallowing  of  the  bait,  he  fixed  the  hook,  and 
with  some  difficulty  pulled  out  a large  brown  cobra  di 
capello,  which,  it  is  needless  to  say,  was  despatched  as 
quickly  as  possible. 


ho  turned  to  bay,  facing  his  own  reflection  in  tlie  aide- 
board  mirror,  but  ho  was  speedily  hobbled,  carried  out 
into  the  meadow,  and  broken  up.  Who  shall  say  that 
only  anglers  know  what  sport  is  ? 

****** 

The  American /'’is/iiwi/  Gazette  my s : “ Alewivea  are 
very  plenty,  and  every  store  has  a largo  supply  which 
come  from  up  Gape  Cod.  They  are  in  moat  cases  cured 
in  good  order,  and  retailed  for  20  cents  per  dozen.  ’ We 
are  personally  acquainted  with  a few  Bass’s  pale  ale- 
wives  who,  however  much  they  may  like  to  be  “ cured,” 
would  decidedly  object  to  being  sold  at  so  much  a 
dozen. 

****** 

A STRANGE  fishing  story  comes  from  Jones  County, 
Missouri.  The  son  of  a coloured  man  living  in  Pearl 
River  Swamp  went  angling  for  cat-fish.  He  throw  the 
line  over  the  bough  of  a tree  to  give  better  play  to  any 
fish  he  might  hook,  and  then,  for  additional  security, 
tied  the  end  of  the  line  around  his  leg.  The  poor  lad 
hooked  a cat-fish  ; but  it  was  such  a big  one  that  in 
trying  to  rush  off  with  the  hook  in  its  jaws  it  hauled 
the  boy  to  the  boueb.  He  was  found  dangling  from  tbe 
tree  some  hours  afterwards  quite  dead. 

.****** 

Mr.  Hearder,  of  Plymouth,  writes  me  that  Mr. 
W.  C.  Packburst,  from  Loudon,  a member  of  tbe  British 
Sea  Anglers’  Society,  has  caught  eight  dozen  pollock, 
nine  mackerel,  and  four  dozen  chad  in  three  day.s,  ;it  the 
Shag  Rock  Breakwater  and  Drake’s  Island.  The  Sound 
is  full  of  fish  of  all  kinds. 

##*#** 

The  conditions  of  the  competition  at  Amberley, 
organised  by  Mr.  Eldridge  for  to-morrow,  were  fully  set 
forth  in  our  columns  last  week.  A very  large  number 
of  anglers  are  expected  to  be  present.  No  live  bait  to 
be  carried ; jack,  eels,  pope,  dabs,  bleak,  and  gudgeon 
barred.  Only  one  rod  to  be  carried.  Disputes  to  be 
settled  by  tbe  stewards  present.  Weighing  to  commence 
at  four  o’clock,  and  no  fish  will  be  received  after  half- 
past four.  The  weighing  to  take  place  at  Mr.  Duke’s, 
Houghton  Bridge  Inn.  All  competitors  must  get  their 
tickets  stamped  at  the  Houghton  Bridge  Inn  before 
starting. 

****** 

The  Club  Union  angling  contest  will  take  place  on 
Sept  17,  from  Moulspy  Lock  to  Sunbury,  open  to  all 
members  of  clubs  affiliated  to  the  Club  and  Institute 
Union.  The  prizes  are  of  the  value  of  £2,  £l  5.s.,  £1., 
15s.,  and  two  consolation  prizes  of  7s.  8d.  each. 

****** 

Every  angler  who  knows  Mr.  Kelly,  of  the  Central 
Association,  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  he  was  able  to 
attend  the  last  Central  Anglers’  parliament.  He  is,  how- 
ever, still  far  from  well,  and  is  about  to  take  a country 
pub.  May  he  prosper  ! 

****** 

Another  well-known  and  much-respected  angler  {Mr. 
Goodwill)  has  taken  a pub.  at  Great  Eastern-street, 
Shoreditch  (the  Bricklayer’s  Arms)  and  although  he 
recently  took  121b.  of  good  roach  from  Kelvedon,  avera- 
ging 31b.  each,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  his  time  will  be  .so 
much  occupied  with  his  new  venture  as  to  render  bis 
outings  less  frequent.  May  he  also  prosper  ! 

****** 

Mr.  Young,  of  the  Blackfriars,  one  night  this  week 
showed  me  a really  handsome  trout  of  2lb.  S^gz.,  taken 
with  what , he  described  as  a “ mill  moth,”  from  thg 
Dungate  Mill,  near  Winchester.  He  says  he  knows 
where  there  are  plenty  more.  Mr.  Hesse,  the  fish  pre- 
server, was  out  on  Tuesday,  and  in  spite  of  the  hurri- 
cane, succeeded  in  taking  twenty-seven  roach,  all  well 
over' half-a-pound  each,  and  one  dace  of  9oz.  These 
did  not  come  from  Chalk  Farm,  but  “ down  Cambridge 

* * * * * * 

From  our  smart  contemporary,  the  Star,  for  the 
delectation  of  our  readers  we  cut  this  par.  ; Cheap 
angling  tickets  are  very  well  in  their  way,  but  a 
‘ Constant  Traveller  ’ who  is  ‘ not  a fool  ’ suggests  that 
railway  companies  should  provide  a special  van  tor 
carrying  anglers’  implements.  -To  find  a third- 
class  carriage  piled,  up  with,  rod^,  baskets,  and  bait 
this  weather  is,  adds  my  correspondent,  a ‘ bit  too  hot. 

If  “ Constant  Traveller  ” is  not  a fool  he  will  select  a 
carriage  which  is  not  piled  up  with  baskets  and  bait; 
How  many  days  a week  does  he  have  to  endure  this 
hardship  ’r-'  The  majority  of  third-class  carriages  on  the 
G.E.R.  are  provided  with  racks,  which  will  comfortably 
stow  away  tbe  rods  and  bait ; and  by  putting  the 
baskets  under  the  seats,  our  “constant”  friend  would 
not  be  incommoded.  Stay  ! should  he  incautiously  Like 
a seat  over  which  the  bait  was  “stowed  away,  he 
might,  when  he  woke  up  (his  sort  always  go  to  sleep  in 
a railway  carriage)  find  some  amusement  in  picking  the 
gentles  out  of  his  hair.  The  railway  companies  should 
provide  Pullman  cars  for  anglers,  and  our  ‘ constant 
friend  could  have  the  thirds  all  to  himself. 


Anglers  occasionally  meet  with  some  exciting  in- 
cidents, but  they  were  “ out  of  the^hmit  oii  the8th 
inst.,  when  a stag  took  refuge  in  Mr.  b.  P.  Biidd  s Inint- 
ing  box  at  Steart,  near  Cutoombe,  Somerset.  Leaping 
the  iron  railings  in  and  out  of  the  tennis  lawn,  he  rushed 
into  the  open  front  doorway,  and  from  thence  into  the 
dinine-room,  leaping  the  end  of  the  dining  table  amidst 
a crash  of  glass  and  silver  and  a rattle  of  knives  and 
forks.  Brought  up  by  the  closing  of  the  further  door 


The  12Hb.  barbel  taken  by  Mr.  G.  Thorne  at  Brox- 
bourne, trolling  with  a dead  gudgeon  for  jack,  is  being 
set  up  by  Mr.  Cooper. 

****** 

The  anglers’  parliament  on  Monday  night,  in  spite  of 
the  experience  of  Speaker  Beckett’s  good  generalship, 
bade  fair  to  be  what  Mr.  Manning  described  the  J laiider.s 
Weir  Fishery  as  being — “ one  of  the  good  old  ‘ has 
beens ' ’ ” Much  good  business  was,  however,  got 
through  and  tho  committee  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
their  wise  resolve  to  possess  themselves  of  a brand-new 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A special  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  was  held  on  Thursday,  August  17, 
for  the  imrpose  of  investigating  a case  in  which  one  of 
the  members  of  a kindred  society  was  reported  by  the 
railway  company  for  riding  from  Stratford  to  Wilmcote 
without  a ticket.  The  member  explained  that  he  offered 
the  fare  when  spoken  to  by  the  railway  official,  but  he 
refused  to  take  it.  After  hearing  this  statement  it  was 
decided  to  adjourn  the  case  until  further  evidence  was 
forthcoming  from  the  railway  company.  The  balance 
sheet  and  auditors’  report  were  next  taken  ; the  income, 
with  the  cup  levy,  was  .£91  3s.  ; out  of  this  sum  there 
will  be  the  grant  for  prizes,  and  cost  of  tlie  cup,  to  be 
defrayed.  The  balance  sheet  and  auditors’  report  were 
in  every  way  satisfactory,  and  were  adopted.  The  rules 
for  governing  the  forthcoming  contest  was  next  di.s- 
cussed,  when  it  was  resolved  to  accept  the  rules  that 
have  governed  the  previous  Association  contests  in  their 
entirety,  and  that  the  committee  recommend  to  the 
general  meeting  that  the  contest  be  of  two  hours 
duration.  Mr.  A.  Bass,  owing  to  pressure  of  business, 
tendered  his  resignation  on  the  committee,  which  was 
accepted  with  regret. 

The  Highgate  Society  fished  their  annual  contest  on 
Saturday  last,  in  the  club  water  at  Binton.  Fifty 
members  took  part  in  the  contest.  The  contest  was  in 
every  way  a success.  'I'he  result  was  as  follows  : First, 
Mr.  Tullet ; second,  Mr.  W.  Martin  ; third,  Mr.  C. 
Stokes;  fourth,  Mr.  C.  Waite;  fifth,  Mr.  E.  Hunt; 
sixth,  Mr.  J.  Glover,  Ac.  £Ti  was  granted  by  the  club 
for  prizes,  and  .£.7  was  given  by  Mr.  Slinn,  the  host  of 
the  clubhouse.  The  prizes  will  be  distiibuted  on 
August  28. 

The  Rose  and  Crown  Society  fished  their  annual  con- 
test on  the  20th  inst.,  at  Twyning  Fleet.  About  130  of 
the  members  and  their  friends  were  present.  Eighty-nine 
members  took  part  in  the  contest,  which  was  of  2|  hours’ 
duration.  The  successful  competitors  were  : First,  Mr. 
J.  Attwood ; second,  Mr.  Westwood  ; third,  Mr.  Mills; 
fourth,  Mr.  Harrison;  fifth,  Mr.  Ingram;  sixth,  Mr. 
Foster;  seventh,  Mr.  Jones;  eighth,  Mr.  Sydenham,  Ac. 
The  weight  of  fish  taken  by  the  winner  was  21b.  3toz. 
The  prizes  (about  40)  will  be  distributed  at  the  next 
general  meeting. 

Great  quantities  of  bream  and  roach  are  being  caught 
in  the  Avon  at  Twyning  Fleet.  There  has  been  more 
anglers  this  season  than  ever  was  known  before ; they 
have  come  from  all  parts  to  fish  this  portion  of  the 
Avon,  which  is  well  watched  and  stocked  with  great 
quantities  of  pike,  perch,  roach,  bream,  and  eels.  Good 
accommodation  can  bo  had  close  to  the  water  side  at  the 
Fleet  Inn,  host  Mr.  J.  Wood. 

Some  rare  catches  of  fish  are  being  made  at  the 
Edgbaston  reservoir.  Mr.  J.  Attwood,  of  the  Royal 
Oak,  Berkley-stroet,  took  over  201b.  of  roach  on  the 
18th  inst.  Some  good  pike  have  also  been  taken. 

||  Windley  Pool,  Sutton  Park,  is  well  worth  a visit,  as 
some  excellent  sport  is  being  had  there. 

The  annual  contest  of  the  St.  George’s  Club  was  fished 
in  the  water  rented  by  Ae  Belmont  Club  at  Bedford,  on 
Monday  afternoon  last.  Mr.  C.  Hookway  took  the 
first  honours  ; he  also  becomes  the  holder  of  the  club’s 
challenge  ciq)  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months. 


FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

Though  the  weather  is  now  unsettled,  stormy  and 
threatening  rain,  the  Trent  still  continues  to  run  at  its 
owest  summer  level, and  angling  has  in  consequence  not 
been  followed  with  any  very  great  success.  Barbel 
seem  to  have  quite  gone  oft'  the  feed,  but  we  have  no 
reason  to  complain,  as  it  has  been  a really  good  barbel 
year,  and,  of  course,  the  season  is  not  yet  over.  Matters 
have  been  very  quiet  both  at  King’s  Mills  and  Shardlow, 
and  I have  not  heard  of  anything  out  of  the  usual  being 
accomplished.  Dace  have  taken  both  worms  and 
gentles  fairly  well,  worm  being  all  round  the  most 
killing  lure.  Creed  wheat  has  accounted  for  most  of 
the  roach  that  have  been  taken,  and  some  very  fair  bags 
have  been  made  especially  in  the  Swarkestone  reach. 
About  Weston  matters  have  been  very  quiet,  though 
plenty  of  anglers  have  been  out.  It  is  in  the  early 
morning  and  cool  of  the  evening  that  most  has  been 
done.  Bream,  in  the  well-known  Melbourne  length, 
have  not  been  taking  with  any  freedom,  while  all  over, 
though  numbers  of  small  chub  have  been  taken,  no  large 
fi.sh  have  been  captured,  of  which  I have  heard.  Wasp 
grub,  that  favourite  chub  lure,  is  and  will  be  very 
plentiful  this  year  ; canal  anglers  have  been  also  having 
a very  quiet  time  of  it. 

Not  much  can  be  done  in  the  trout  streams  with  the 
fly  during  the  day,  but  towards  evening  an  odd  fish  can 
be  picked  up,  though  there  is  not  any  very  marked  rise. 
Red  Caterpillar  has  been  one  of  the  most  killing  Hies 
both  on  the  Dove  and  Derwent. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  cooler  weather  and  frequent  showers  have  done 
much  to  impi’ove  the  conditions  of  angling  in  the  Fen 
District  this  week.  We  have  had  a large  influx  of 
visitors  since  Monday,  and  hundreds  of  excursionists 
have  come  from  the  north.  The  match  season  has  now 
fairly  commenced,  and  during  the  past  few  days  several 
Sheffield  clubs  have  fished  their  annual  contest.  The 
members  of  the  Boston  Pleasant  Sunday  Afternoon 
Society  held  their  annual  competition  on  the  19th. 
There  were  about  seventy  competitors,  and  .£40  was 
offered  in  prize  money.  Forty-seven  took  fish,  and  the 


weights  ranged  from  41b.  97joz.  to  Joz.  Local  anglers, 
however,  have  met  with  much  better  success.  On  baited 
swims  along  the  Forty-foot,  baskets  varying  from  201b. 
to  81b.  have  been  made,  principally  with  the  wasp  grub. 
The  best  fish  recorded  this  week  are  a roach  of  lib,  Ooz. 
by  Mr.  Millerton  on  the  21st,  and  a perch  of  21b.  by  Mr. 
Pearson  on  the  23rd.  A sad  accident  happened  to  a 
number  of  Sheffield  angler.r  on  the  22nd  while  fishing 
the  River  Nene  in  the  Sutton  Bridge  district  of  Lincoln- 
shire. A party  of  ten  hired  a boat  for  the  purpose  of 
going  down  to  the  Wash,  and  when  returning  a sudden 
squall  upset  the  craft,  and  the  occupants  were  thrown 
struggling  into  the  water.  Only  one  person  was  saved. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

A Kendal  angler  on  the  17th  inst.,  at  Whinfell  'Tarn, 
near  Kendal,  creeled  two  stones  of  coarse  fish.  Some 
fair  hauls  of  perch  have  also  been  made  in  Killington 
reservoir,  which,  however,  is  now  so  low  that  few 
.anglers  are  visiting  it.  We  ought  soon  to  have  some 
sport  amongst  the  sea-trout,  large  numbers  of  which 
have  congregated  for  some  time  in  the  estuaries,  and 
are  now  pushing  upwards.  On  Saturday  a couple  of 
local  anglers  secured  five  nice  salmon,  most  from  Under- 
barrow Beck.  


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  great  match  in  the  Poynton  Canal  duly  came  off 
on  the  19th  ; the  result  demonstrates  the  wisdom  of  the 
Worsley  Canal  Fishery  Board  in  withdrawing  the  regu- 
lation fixing  the  standard  of  the  fish  eligible  for  weighing 
in.  Canal  fishing  is  distinct  from  angling  generally, 
and  to  peg-down  a lot  of  fishermen  in  one  locality  and 
expect  a good  result  is  certainly  a great  mistake.  The 
Royals,  from  Pendleton,  turned  out  in  goodly  numbers 
on  the  19th,  and  fished  a match  at  Boothstown  ; plenty 
of  fish  were  taken,  but  of  rather  small  size.  The  Salford 
Friendly  Anglers  were  also  out  on  the  same  day  on 
Traft’ord  Mess,  with  similar  results.  These  two  societies 
are  very  strong,  numbering  each  about  eighty  members. 
The  St.  George’s  Club  have  definitely  fixed  on  Middle- 
wich  as  the  venue  for  their  forthcoming  fixture.  The 
second  contest  of  the  Royal  Walter  Club  took  place  in 
their  own  water  for  ten  prizes,  and  all  were  awarded. 

The  championship  of  the  Moss  Side  Anglers  is  now 
about  half  way  on  its  course,  at  present  the  order  of 
merit  stands  ; 1st,  A.  Routledge  ; 2nd,  T.  Routledge  ; 
3rd,  H.  Colbeck.  The  next  step  will  be  decided  at 
North wich.  The  Longsight  Angling  Association  have 
fixed  the  39th  for  a contest  at  Poynton  Pool.  Mr.  T.  B. 
Lattimer  recently  took  a good  barbel  of  filb.  in  tho 
Derwent.  The  annual  August  holiday  in  Bolton  is  now 
over,  and,  as  usual,  the  local  anglers  have  got  in  a lot  of 
work.  The  majority  have  been  far  away,  but  many 
have  contented  themselves  with  local  waters. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

Fair  sport  is  stiil  the  lot  of  local  anglers  and  the 
visitors  who  are  now  with  us.  The  weather  has  been 
unsettled  this  week,  so  that  fewer  fishermen  have  been 
out,  but,  all  round,  fair  baskets  have  been  made  on  the 
Yare  atBrundall  and  Cantley,  on  the  Bure  at  Horning, 
the  fish  being  chiefly  roach.  At  Instead  and  Barton  on 
the  Ant,  and  at  Higham  Sounds  on  the  Thurne,  some 
very  good  roach  and  rudd  have  been  caught.  At 
Ormesby  Broad,  on  Thursday,  twenty-one  members  of 
the  Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Society  took  .5601b.  weight  of 
roach  and  bream— a quarter  of  a ton  of  fish.  I should 
think  this  is  a record.  A gentleman  fishing  last  Thurs- 
day on  the  Wensum,  took  a nice  basket  of  fine  roach 
with  fly  ; the  five  heaviest  weighed  just  61b.,  largest 
IJlb.  They  were  taken  with  a Red  Palmer,  on  No.  10 
hook,  with  a washleather  tag  on  the  hook  shank. 
All  the  waters  of  tho  district  are  in  very  good  condition  , 
and  prospects  are  as  good  as  can  be.  1 must  differ  from 
Mr.  Jeffreys,  who,  in  his  letter  to  “ Dragnet  ’’  last  week, 
said  that  local  anglers  use  thick  coarse  lines  and  clumsy 
hooks.  Mr.  Jeffreys  evidently  did  not  come  across  any 
of  our  local  adepts'  or  he  would  have  seen  them  using 
No.  10  crystal  hooks  on  4x  drawn  gut,  with  fine  silk 
lines  to  match.  The  wary  roach  of  the  Yare  are  not  to 
be  caught  on  thick  heavy  tackle,  and  local  anglers  are 
well  aware  of  this  fact,  and  use  as  fine  tackle  as  their 
ronj'rlre:^  on  the  best-fished  waters  in  England. — A.  J. 
Rudd.  


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Rain  fell  in  the  early  part  of  the^week,  and  the 
weather  has  undergone  a change.  The  Trent  is,  however, 
still  running  at  a very  low  ebb,  and  is  very  clear.  Light 
tackle  is  indispensable  to  the  enjoyment  of  sport. 

At  Wilford  and  in  Clifton-grove  Mr.  J.  Boyd  has  been 
killing  barbel  and  eels,  and  barbel  and  big  bream  have 
been  foul  hooked  by  men  fishing  fiom  a punt  near 
Beeston  Bend.  Mr.  J.  Adamson,  Mr.  4V.  Jerrain,  and 
other  fly-fishers  at  Wilford  have  nightly  been  killing 
numerous  dace  and  chub  with  the  small  Duns  and 
Bumbles. 

At  Colwick,  Mr.  W.  Parr,  Mr.  J.  Holbrook,  Mr.  Hob- 
son, Mr.  Bacon,  and  Master  Elliott  have  creeled  mixed 
bags  of  roach,  daco,  chub,  perch,  and  bream.  The  last- 
named  had,  amongst  other  roach,  one  of  lib,  3oz.  ; and 
Mr.  Hobson  creeled  nearly  .5011).  of  chub  '.vith  wasp  grub 
and  fly — the  Zulu. 

At  Holme  Pierrepont  barbel  fishing  has  been  tame,  but 
fair  bags  of  chub  and  dace  have  been  made  in  the  streams. 
Some  of  the  dace  were  very  fine.  Thirty  were  got  in  the 
Smite  at  Orston  by  Mr.  j.  Taylor,  half  of  the  number 
exceeded  8oz.  each.  At  South  Clifton,  Mr.  W.  Brad- 
ford, Nottingham,  has  killed  chub  and  eels  with  wasp 
grub.  The  barbel  swims,  although  constantly  baited  up 
by  visitors,  have  yielded  next  to  nothing.  At  Girton, 


Messrs.  W.  Stevens,  Mr.  J.  Levick,  and  Mr.  McKay, 
have  excelled  amongst  roach,  perch,  chub,  and  dace. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Ball  (“  Trentsider  ” ) has  been  enjoying  sport 
amongst  the  big  barbel  at  the  foot  of  Averham  Weirs. 
At  Shardlow,  very  few  barbel  are  being  taken.  Messrs. 
G.  Bates,  F.  Wallis.  F.  Baker,  E.  Saywell,  and  others, 
have  creeled  a variety  of  coarse  fish.  Sport  is  in- 
different in  the  reaches  at  Weston.  A watercress 
gatherer  named  Henry  Hickman,  of  Nottingham,  has 
been  committed  for  trial  at  Southwell  for  maliciously 
poisoning  trout,  the  property  of  the  Greet  Fishing  Club, 
in  the  Greet,  between  Southwell  and  Rolleston.  When 
being  taken  to  the  lock-up  the  prisoner  practically 
admitted  the  offence.  


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  match,  Sheffield  v.  Hull,  came  off  last  Monday  in 
the  Ancholme  at  Brigg.  It  may  be  remembered  that  the 
contest  arose  out  of  the  recent  All-England  match  pro- 
moted by  the  Hull  Times,  when  the  Hullites  were 
beaten  all  along  the  line  by  Sheffielders.  Sore  at  this, 
they  challenged  another  match,  ten  of  their  best  picked 
men  to  fish  ten  representative  Sheffielders.  The  Hull 
men  were  J.  E.  Sharpies,  T.  Bardsley,  A.  Durden, 
T.  Chester,  T.  Marling,  W.  Crosland,  F.  Burt,  T.  Wray, 
E.  Hopkins,  and  H.  Needier.  Sheffield  was  represented 
by  Geo.  Harrop,  Alf.  Crofts,  J.  Lee,  W.  Arnold,  W. 
Darwin,  W.  Hall,  T.  Robinson,  C.  Powell,  A.  Slack, 
and  W.  Newbold.  Fishing  took  place  at  Broughton 
Bridge,  three  miles  below  Brigg,  and  lasted  three  hours. 
The  men  were  all  on  one  side  of  the  bank,  alternately — a 
Sheffielder  first,  then  a Hullite,  and  so  on  again.  At  the 
finish  it  was  found  that  the  men  from  the  cutlery  capital 
had  won  handsomely,  having  a total  weight  of  241b.  2oz., 
against  71b.  14oz.,  while  man  for  man,  they  were  far 
above  their  opponents  in  individual  weights.  The 
stakes  were  £10  a side  and  a dinner.  The  match  was 
conducted  on  the  usual  lines,  and  the  Hull  men  seem  to 
have  no  alternative  nor  disposition  but  to  take  the 
result  as  a fair  indication  of  the  relative  merits  of  the 
angling  communities  of  both  towns. 

Several  other  matches  were  fished  on  Monday,  two 
Heeley  clubs  competing  in  the  canal  at  Long  Eaton, 
and  the  well-known  Rother  Club  journeying  to  Boston 
for  their  annual  match.  In  none  of  these  matches  were 
heavy  weights  caught.  There  was  nothing  exceptional 
during  the  past  week  to  record. 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  river  is  again  down  to  a very  low  level.  Hundreds 
of  bleak  and  other  fry  have  been  destroyed  by  some 
injurious  matter  which  entered  the  river  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Welsh  Bridge.  Under  present  condi- 
tions, the  whole  of  the  sewage  of  Shrewsbury  flows  into 
the  river  without  undergoing  any  process  by  which  its 
injurious  effects  might  be  lessened.  In  the  interests  of 
the  public  health,  as  well  as  of  anglers,  it  is  nigh  time 
that  the  county  councils  or  the  Severn  Conservators 
took  practical  steps  to  compel  local  authorities  to  adopt 
other  and  less  obnoxious  schemes  for  dealing  with  their 
sewage.  

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  short  spell  of  almost  tropical  heat  which  we  have 
just  experienced  has  had  the  natural  effect  of  partially 
drying  up  our  streams.  Good  fishing,  therefore,  has 
been  out  of  the  question.  The  Swale,  at  Richmond,  as 
well  as  its  tributaries  has  run  very  low  and  bright,  and 
comparatively  nothing  has  been  done.  A week  ago  the 
members  of  the  Scockton  Temperance  Angling  Associa- 
tion visited  its  waters  at  Roston,  but  the  catches  were 
only  small.  Mr.  Edward  Jones  landed  4Jlb.  of  I’oach, 
dace,  eels,  and  barbel,  and  took  the  premier  prize.  Mr. 
William  Skelton  had  3Jlb.  ; Mr.  George  Noble,  31b.  ; and 
Mr.  T.  Moody,  2Jlb.  What  the  remaining  ten  competi- 
tors caught  it  is  impossible  to  record. 

Angling  has  been  temporaiily  suspended  on  the  Ouse 
this  week,  the  water  having  been  drawn  off  for  drainasre 
purposes.  It  was  restored  to  its  normal  summer  level, 
however,  on  Thursday.  Day  fishing  in  the  Derwent 
has  been  well  nigh  impossible,  owing  to  the  low  and 
bright  condition  of  the  water.  In  the  evening  better 
luck  has  been  experienced.  This  remark  may  also  apply 
to  the  Yore,  Nidd,  and  Wharfe.  We  had  some  heavy 
rain  on  Tuesday,  but,  owing  to  the  parched  state  of  the 
land,  it  appears  to  have  had  little  or  no  effect. 

The  latest  addition  to  the  many  angling  clubs  and 
societies  York  possesses  is  the  Lendal  Bridge  Angling 
Club.  To  say  that  it  has  only  been  formed  a week  or 
two,  it  can  boast  of  a fairly  good  membership.  May 
success  be  its  lot.  


FROM  IRELAND. 

CONNAUGHT. — The  rivers  of  the  west  have  not  been 
so  largely  favoured  with  rain  this  season  than  in  other 
portions  of  the  “distressful  country.”  Many  of  the 
salmon  and  trout  rivers  of  Galway,  Sligo,  and  Mayo 
have  not  had  a spate  worth  mentioning  since  the  first 
day  of  April. 

Up  to  the  present  angling  on  the  Moy  has  been 
decidedly  poor,  and  the  same  remark  applies  to  tho 
Corrib.  Quite  a water  famine  has  exisUd  in  certain  of 
the  towns  and  villages  this  summer  of  1893  from  the 
drying  up  of  springs  which  fed  the  rivers. 

Anuling  is  improvii  g on  the  western  lakes.  Some  nice 
ferox  up  to  13Jlb.  having  been  recently'  taken  on  Callow 
Lough  and  Lough  Conn. 

A correspondent  writing  from  Coriok  Bridge  says  : 
“Last  night  (Monday)  there  was  a splendid  flood — the 
first  of  the  season.  Plenty  of  white  trout  are  getting 
up  the  Ovvenmore.”  Tho  season  will  close  on  this 
stream  the  30th  prox. 
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Kl'lUHV.  Tlio  woalhor  has  been  very  chiuigoablo 
(luriris  the  past  week,  and  si)ort,  generally  speaking,  has 
not  been  up  to  anticipation. 

On  Watorville  Lake  a few  salmon  liavu  been  had  by 
anglers  while  fishing  for  white  trout.  Tlie  white  trout 
angling  still  continues  rather  slack  on  this  water,  the 
baskets  obtained  last  week  averaging  only  four  fish  to 
each  rod. 

On  Coppal  Lake  the  trout  fishing  has  not  boon  as 
good  as  usual  at  this  season.  This  is  mainly  attributed 
to  the  foul  condition  of  the  water  from  mountain  floods. 
The  lake  is  also  too  high  at  present  for  successful  angling. 

Sport  on  Oerriaila  Lake  has  been  very  good  among 
the  brown  trout ; but  the  sea-trout  have  only  afforded 
indifferent  sport  on  this  water. 

The  Inney  has  yielded  a few  salmon  to  anglers  out 
from  the  Bayview  and  Lake  Hotels  at  Waterville,  but 
the  fish  were  small,  seldom  exceeding  (ilb.  The  trout 
angling  on  this  river  has  not  been  good,  as  both  the  sea 
and  brown  trout  continue  very  sulky. 

On  the  mountain  lakes  in  the  Waterville  district  the 
brown  trout  angling  has  been  well  up  to  the  average  as 
regards  numbers,  but  no  heavy  fish  were  landed  on  any 
of  those  waters. 

From  Killarney  I learn  that  a few  salmon  have  been 
brought  to  boat  by  visitors,  but  that  sport,  both  at 
salmon  and  trout,  has  declined  very  much  during  the 
week. 

In  North  Kerry  matters  in  the  piscatorial  line  show 
much  improvement  lately,  though  the  angling  is  still 
below  the  average  in  this  direction. 

Little  or  nothing  has  been  done  in  the  South  Kerry 
waters,  though  all  the  rivers  here  have  been  in  good  ply 
for  many  days. 

The  sea  angling  continues  good  along  the  Kerry 
shores,  especially  at  pollack,  gurnet,  and  bream.  Bock 
fishing  has  afforded  much  sport  in  the  southern 
districts  among  black  pollack  and  rock  perch,  and  if  the 
weather  gets  more  favmrrable  sport  in  this  line  is  sure 
to  show  a corresponding  improvement.  Mackerel  con- 
tinue numerous  around  the  coast.  The  lobster  fishery 
in  South  Kerry  has  declined,  but  the  weather  has  been 
pretty  much  against  this  industry  lately. 


ULSTEB. — The  weather  of  the  past  week  presented 
every  possible  summer  variety.  Bain  in  quantities 
filled  the  north-eastern  streams,  and  reports  from  the 
north-west  state  that  the  rivers  there  received  a fair 
share. 

Several  Provincial  Notec  arrived  too  late  for  insertion. 


THE  EEPOET  OP  THE  SEA  FISHEBIES 
COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  F.  CoMTN,  writing  to  the  Stayidard,  says  : — 

“The  sea  fishery  question  seems  destined  to  pass 
through  three  stages — (1)  That  of  uncurbed,  indeed 
encouraged,  destruction;  (2)  that  of  arbitary  prohibi- 
tion ; (3)  that  of  regulation  founded  on  intelligent 
appreciation  of  certain  indisputable  facts.  The  first  of 
these  conditions  persisted  until  Nature  falsified  that 
dictum  of  a great  Professor  of  Natural  History,  which 
affirmed  that  the  harvests  of  the  seas  were  inexhaustible. 
Unless  the  precis  which  appeared  in  the  Standard  of 
the  18th  inst.  grievously  wrongs  the  authors,  our  latest 
Fishery  Commission  has  not  got  beyond  the  second  stage, 
and  the  third  has  yet  to  come. 

“ To  make  matters  clear,  it  is  needful  to  explain  that 
beam  trawling  is  the  (fish)  bone  of  contention,  and  that 
the  net  now  used  is  a purse  or  bag  kept  wide  open  at  the 
mouth,  narrow  near  the  closed  end;  also  that  this 
engine  is  drawn  along  the  bottom  of  the  sea.  Into  its 
gaping  jaw  is  swept  everything  that  comes  in  its  way. 
Fish  of  all  kinds  and  all  sizes,  seaweed,  shells,  Crustacea, 
stones,  sand,  mud — even  the  bones  of  the  dead — all  find 
their  way  to  the  narrow  end,  from  which  nothing  passes 
out : and  this  heterogeneous  mass  of  matter,  after 
having  been  battered  for  many  hours  about  the  sea 
bottom,  is  then  emptied  upon  the  trawler’s  deck. 

“ Needless  to  say,  all  young  fish,  all  fish  indeed,  save 
of  species  peculiarly  tenacious  of  life,  have  then  been 
long  dead.  Marketable  fish  are  extracted  from  the  heap, 
and  what  remains,  too  often  millions  of  immature  fish, 
the  hope  of  future  years,  are  swept  through  the  scuppers 
into  the  sea. 

“We  are  now  told  that  ‘ the  principal  remedy  which 
has  been  suggested  for  this  state  of  things  is  the  enact- 
ment of  a law  forbidding  the  landing  or  sale  of  flat  fish 
below  a certain  limit  of  size.’  Could  anything  more 
inept — I had  almost  written  more  absurd — be  imagined  ? 
It  is  to  be  supposed  that  the  objective  of  this  committee 
was  to  devise  some  means  of  preventing  the  wholesale 
destruction  of  immature  fish;  yet  its  recommendation 
passes  by  this,  allows  it  to  go  on,  but  prohibits  what  no 
sane  fisherman  would  think  of  doing. 

“ The  idea  that  the  harm  unquestionably  done  by 
beam  trawling  is  due  not  to  that  branch  of  the  fishing 
industry  per  .«e,  but  to  the  kind  of  net  now  used,  seems 
never  to  have  occurred  to  this  body  of  experts  ; and  yet 
a glance  at  a report  of  the  Fishery  Board  (for  1888) 
would  have  helped  to  supply  the  deficiency.  There 
mention  is  made  of  a net  thai,  while  capturing  full-sized 
fish  as  effectively  as  that  now  used,  and  keeping  them 
alive  until  taken  on  board,  permitted  the  immature  to 
pass  out  unhurt. 

“ Leaving  this  subject,  a word  of  warning  on  another 
seems  advisable.  I refer  to  the  suggested  transfer  to 
localities  of  the  general  public  claim  to  our  territorial 
waters.  If  this  be  carried  out,  if  the  proposed  Sea 
Fishery  Committees  be  empowered  to  close  against 
‘strange  fishermen’  such  portions  of  those  waters  as 
happen  to  fall  to  their  lot,  confusion  and  strife  must  bo 
the  result.’’ 


THE  “SPOBTINC  AND  DBAMATIC ’’  GUINEA 
PLY  ROD. 

One  of  the  best  combination  guinea  fly  rods  that  wo 
have  soon  is  that  which,  under  the  above  name,  has 
just  been  brought  out  by  Messrs.  .1.  Gillett  and  Co.,  of 
■to,  Fetter-lane.  It  was  designed  by  a keen  fly-fisher  on 
the  staff  of  tbo  Illiisl rated  Sportini;  and  Dramatic 
and  consists  of  a split  cane  top,  a whole  cane  middle 
joint,  a short  greenhoart  butt,  and  a short,  stiff,  whole 
cane  extra  joint,  which  can  be  used  in  between  the  butt 
and  the  second  joint  to  lengthen  the  rod  when 
required.  Many  years  ago  wo  fished  for  some  seasons 
with  a fly  rod,  made  to  our  order  by  Messrs. 
Little  and  Co.,  then  of  Fetter-lane.  It  had  a similar 
additional  short  joint  to  insert  or  take  out  as 
you  required  your  rod  longer  or  shorter,  and  wo  found 
it  very  useful.  The  short  joint  should  be  carried  on 
or  in  the  creel,  it  has  no  rings  on  it,  so  that  no  taking 
down  the  line  is  necessary  before  it  can  be  used.  The 
rings  used  on  the  other  joints  are  of  the  snake  pattern, 
and  if,  as  Mr.  Gednoy  suggests,  the  top  ring  was  a 
revolving  steel  one,  it  would  be  an  immense  improvement 
over  the  brass  wire  ring.  "We  understand,  Mr.  Gillett 
will  send  one  of  these  rods  on  approval,  and  return  the 
money  if  the  rod  is  not  satisfactory,  provided  it  is 
returned  at  once  in  tbo  condition  sent  out. 

Altogether  we  can  recommend  the  “ Sporting  and 
Dramatic  ’’  fly  rod  to  the  notice  of  all  fly-fishers  as  the 
best  thing  of  the  kind  since  the  “ Bed  Spinner”  rod, 
invented  by  Mr.  Wm.  Senior,  the  angling  editor  of  the 
F'iel.d,  and  brought  oat  by  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros,  of  Aln- 
wick. 

In  the  “Red  Spinner”  rod  the  butt  has  a telescopic 
action.  We  have  also  some  recollection  of  a combina- 
tion rod  designed  many  years  ago  by  the  Hon.  Bruce 
Seaton,  and  made  by  Mr.  James  Ogden,  of  Cheltenham. 
We  do  not  consider  that  a rod  of  this  kind  can  ever  be 
so  good  as  a perfect  ordinary  rod,  bui  it  may  be  very 
good,  and  certainly  has  advantages  which  are  not  small. 

Mr.  Gillett  turns  the  “ S.  and  D.”  rod  out  very 
neatly  indeed. 


MARVELLOUS  PISH  INDUSTRIES. 

A I'OPULAR  preacher  in  London  once  said  that 
statistics  constituted  strong  material  for  the  dissemina- 
tion of  lies,  meaning — it  is  presumed — that  out  of  figures 
some  people,  for  party  purposes,  could  so  pre.sent  one 
set  of  facts  and  ignore  others  as  to  make  opposite  con- 
clusions plausible.  Happily,  official  statistics,  as 
delivered  in  the  f.rst  instance,  are  reliable  facts  in 
themselves  ; it  is  only  the  mal-use  of  them  by  interested 
persons  that  merits  condemnation. 

This  I'efleetion  is  jirompted  by  a perusal  of  the  Report 
of  the  State  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania  for  1889-90- 
91 — a body  of  gentlemen  appointed  by  the  State  to  per- 
form a labour  of  love,  which  is  not  “Love’s  Labour 
Lost,”  although  the  onerous  work  is  i^erformed  c:n 
ainore,  without  financial  remuneration.  A glance  at 
the  book  (for  it  is  a large  volume,  well-bound  and  pro- 
fusely illustrated,  and  not  a dry  record  of  facts  and 
figures  as  is  too  common  in  some  of  our  own  official 
blue-books)  prompts  a lively  interest  in  the  theme.  The 
arts  of  literature  and  pictorial  illustration  enliven  the 
statistics,  and  assist  in  converting  an  official  report  into 
a charming  subject  for  study. 

Handsome  plates — not  mere  sketchy  productions,  but 
beautiful  photogravure  pictures,  and  also  coloured 
works  of  art — are  freely  distributed  through  the  volume 
of  nearly  200  pages  of  matter.  Some  of  these  attractive 
plates  occupy  a whole  page,  and  several  others  double 
pages.  The  frontispiece  is  a full  page  representation  of 
a fish-car  (somewhat  resembling  a Pullman  car)  in 
which  the  young  eggs  of  valuable  fish  are  conveyed, 
with  water  compartments,  from  some  of  the  large  lakes 
to  immense  hatcheries  established  and  conducted  by  the 
State  in  the  public  interest,  also  for  the  conveyance  of 
the  young  fry  of  valuable  fish  from  the  hatcheries  to 
the  Upper  Delaware  and  the  Susquehanna  rivers, 
where  the  fry  will  remain  for  a couple  of  year's  before 
descending  to  the  sea  to  take  a three-years’  probation 
as  full-form  fish  befor'e  ascending  the  rivers  to  commence 
the  work  of  spawning.  There  are,  also,  handsome 
plates  in  the  book,  representing  the  State  hatcheries 
embosomed  in  woods — outside  and  interior  views — ■ 
hatcheries  with  trout  ponds  and  carp  ponds  ; and,  to 
foster  a public  interest  in  this  gigantic  work  of  providing 
fish-food  for  the  inhabitants  and  a highly  profitable 
industry  for  a large  number  of  people,  there  are  really 
artistic  pictures  (coloured)  of  the  various  kinds  of  fish 
which  are  thus  protected  and  made  fruitful  by  the  work 
of  the  Commissioners,  whoso  expenses  are  met  out  of 
State  grants.  The  fish  include  shad,  carp,  whitefish, 
Atlantic  salmon,  rainbow  trout,  brook  trout,  lake  trout, 
striped  bass,  calico  bass,  rock  bass,  small-mouthed  bass, 
white  perch,  yellow  perch,  pike-perch  (or  Susquenanna 
salmon),  and  many  others. 

It  is  worthy  of  comment  that  the  leading  railroad 
companie.s  see  wisdom  in  encouraging  the  transmission 
of  the  fish  cars  free,  and  also  allowing  free  travel  to 
the  employes  connected  with  these  cars,  showing  how 
valuable  is  the  fi.sh  industry  to  the  railroad  as  well  as 
to  the  public  weal.  The  Commissioners  .stimulate 
public  education  in  respect  of  fish  and  the  fisheries  by 
describing  the  habits  of  the  various  kinds  of  fish  which 
are  found  in  the  rivers  and  lakes  within  their  jurisdic- 
tion, and  also  teach  the  people  how  to  handle  the  fry, 
and  to  become  acquainted  with  all  the  details  of  the 
business,  ,so  as  to  have  an  abiding  interest  in  its  success. 
It  is  also  deserving  of  notice  that  the  Commissioners 


of  various  State.s  along  different  parts  of  a long  river 
work  uniformly  to  one  end,  reminding  us  of  the  way  in 
which  different  vestries  and  local  bodies  in  London  contri- 
bute to  the  uniformity  of  condition  of  a loading  thorough- 
fare used  by  the  public  through  a number  of  separate 
jurisdictions.  The  legis'atures  of  different  States  pass 
stringent  laws  against  poaching  in  various  forms,  and 
vi.sit  with  severe  penalties  the  infringement  of  the  Acts. 
Copies  of  the  Acts  passed  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
are  given  in  full  by  the  Commissioners  in  their  report. 

It  reads  almost  like  a fairy  tale  that  within  the  space 
of  ten  years  poaching  baskets  have  been  destroyed, 
saving  a large  fishing  industry  from  prospective  destruc- 
tion, and,  by  the  process  of  supplying  eggs  from  the 
lakes  to  the  hatcheries,  and  thence  fry  to  the  upper  part 
of  the  Delaware  as  a nursery  of  young  fish,  which  after- 
wards descend  to  the  lower  part  of  the  river,  then  to  the 
sea  and  back  again,  the  production  should  have  multi- 
plied by  seven  or  eight  times.  Reference  is  made  to  the 
erection  of  dams  at  different  parts  of  the  river,  it  being 
stated  that  the  dam  erected  at  Sackawaxen  has  so  raised 
the  upper  waters  as  to  add  100  miles  of  nursery  water  for 
young  fry.  This  one  fact  expresses  the  marvellous 
area  of  American  rivers,  and  the  wondrous  ijowers  of 
fertility  in  fish-fecundating  by  the  construction  of  a 
single  barrier.  “Fishvrajs”  are  spoken  of  as  being 
made  in  the  dams  to  enable  the  fry  to  pass  down 
and  the  matured  fish  to  pass  up  the  stream  ; but,  un- 
fortunately for  us,  these  fishways  are  not  described,  only 
referred  to.  It  sounds  marvellous  to  hear  of  transport- 
ing in  cars  during  the  year  1889  eighty  millions  of  pike- 
perch  fr.v,  and  of  distributing  forty  millions  (as  was 
done  in  1890) ; also  to  hear  of  no  less  than  100,000  salmon 
eggs  being  received  from  the  United  States  Commis- 
sioners in  Maine  to  be  hatched  at  Allentown ; further, 
of  the  hatching  of  300,000  in  the  year  1891. 

The  Commissioners  speak  highly  of  the  interest  mani- 
fested by  voluntary  societies  in  the  work  of  preserva- 
tion— much  as  is  done  in  England.  It  is  due  to  the 
Commis.sioners  that  they  should  be  praised  for  their 
voluntary  labours,  and  for  making  their  report  so  very 
pleasant  by  the  free  use  of  pictorial  illustrations  to  give 
pith  to  their  voluminous  statistics. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Jack.— The  Hotel  water  at  the  Bed  Lion,  at  Farning- 
ham,  2.S.  fid.  a day,  and  a small  bit  at  the  Plough,  at 
Eynsford,  both  on  Darenth,  are  the  only  places  near 
London.  You  must  use  a dry-fly  well  to  do  any  good. 
Red,  Olive,  and  Blue  Quills  are  useful. 

P.  Barral. — You  ask  us  to  tell  you  “whether  the 
fishing  is  free  and  good?”  What  fishing  do  you  allude 
to,  and  where  ? 

A.  G.  Pemberton  (Pinner). — Will  you  kindly  send  us 
your  address  ? 

C.  F. — Thanks  for  suggestions  re  baiting  needles.  We 
will  report  to  you  later.  It  is,  of  course,  an  advantage 
that  the  loop  of  the  needle  and  loop  of  hook  lay  as  flat 
as  possible. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.  | 

“ One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi- 
ment.’’— T.  E.  Peitt. 

THE  BAD  BOLL  CLUB. 

Sir, — From  inquiries  which  have  reached  me  there 
appears  to  be  some  misapprehension  as  to  the  cost  of 
reaching  this  place. 

The  figure  mentioned  in  my  letter  for  second  class, 
namely,  £7  return,  included  not  only  railway  fare,  but 
all  other  transportation  expenses  from  door  to  door. 

The  actual  return  railway  fare  from  London  to 
Donnauschingen,  second  class,  is  under  £5  5s.,  and  from 
there  Bad  Boll  can  be  reached  by  diligence  at  a very 
small  cost.  Anyhow,  the  cost  of  reaching  and  returning 
from  Bad  Boll  is  less  than  getting  to  a distant  point  in 
Scotland  and  back,  and  the  living  is  also  cheaper  when 
there. 

The  preliminary  list  of  membership  for  the  club  is  now 
being  arranged,  so  that  if  any  of  your  readers  are 
thinking  of  joining  I shall  be  glad  if  they  will  com- 
municate with  Mr.  Douglas  Norman,  4,  New-court, 
Lincoln’s  Inn,  W.C.,  forthwith.  The  fishing  here  is 
fairly  good,  though  the  river  is  in  a condition  that  would 
preclude  fishing  as  late  elsewhere.  Big  catches  .are 
being  constantly  made. — I am,  &c.,  W.  Vernon. 


THE  WEIGHT  OF  WATERPROOFS. 

SiE, — Every  week  seems  to  bring  some  new  appli.ance 
with  which  the  angler  may  experiment,  but  a very  light 
and  efficient  waterproof  has  yet,  a.s  far  as  one  knows,  to 
be  provided  for  his  comfort  and  protection.  On  noting 
in  tne  last  number  of  the  Pishing  Gazette  that  the 
weight  of  the  Anti-Niagara  is  about  41b.,  I weighed  my 
waterproof,  which  will  stand  a dosvnpour  throughout 
the  day,  and  found  it  weigh  31b.  2oz.  Will  some  of  your 
correspondents  kindly  aid  in  the  di.scovery  of  the  water- 
proof which,  whilst  thoroughly  efficient,  is  of  the  least 
possible  weight  ? How  is  it  that  in  exhibits  waterproofs 
are  very  seldom,  if  ever,  included  ? — I am,  &c.,  S. 


ANTI-NIAGARA  WATERPROOF. 

Sir, — 1 am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Mackrill  for  kindly 
replying  to  my  letter,  and  have  written  to  Mr.  Newling 
for  a waterproof.  - I am,  lie,,  G.  B. 
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SPORT  IN  THE  BROA.DS. 

Siji,  —The  foUowin?  may  be  interesting  to  yonr 
readers  : Thursday,  August  17,  was  a red  letter  day  tor 
broad  fishing.  With  two  rods  we  had  over  8 stone  ot 
fish  in  sixteen  hours,  and  quite  four  hours  rest  out  ot 
the  sixteen.  Early  in  the  morning,  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Hudson,  my  friend  Mr.  Rose  made  his  way  to  Barton 
Broad.  After  waiting  a little  while,  the  bream  came  on 
in  force,  and  in  about  two  hours  4 stone  of  big  fellows 
were  flopping  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat.  Having  made 
arrangements  to  fish  Hickling  the  same  day,  the  sport 
had  to  be  abandoned.  Returning  to  Stalhara  for  break- 
fast we  were  soon  on  the  road  for  Hiokhng  and  the 
rudd  We  found  both.  For  a few  hours  we  kept 
“ Nichols,  the  fetcher,'’  pretty  busy.  Four  at  a tune, 
two  on  each  rod,  racing  up  to  the  boat.  When  packing 
up  time  came  we  found  we  had  hooked  over  001b.  ot  the 
prettie.st  rudd  I have  ever  seen.  So  three  of  ns,  with 
two  rods  between  us,  on  two  different  broads  in  about 
sixteen  hours  hooked  over  8 stone  of  fish  That  may 
sound  like  an  elementary  mathematical  problem,  but  the 
sport  needed  no  calculation  to  convince  me  that  it  was 
first  rate  and  worth  reporting.  Wishing  all  brother 
piscators  equal  luck. — I am.  &o..  Geo.  Wipeiams. 

FISHING  NEAR  MARGATE.  ,, 

Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  July  1, t ^ / 
will  find  three  letters  addressed  to  “ Wilson,”  in  which  he 
will  find  some  useful  informating  respecting  the  fishing 
neai’  Sandwich  and  Margate.  — I am,  Ac.,  1.  K.  us. 

FISHING  NEAR  ONGAR. 

Sir, — In  answer  to  Mr.  S.  Jones,  the  Roden  is  the 
only  river  (courtesy  title)  in  or  near  Ongar.  The  fishing 
is  poor  ; roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon  only.  Permission  to 
fish  must  be  obtained  from  the  farmers.  There  is  a mill 
tail  two  or  three  miles  away  with  good  jack  fishing,  but 
this  is  private.  Permission  is  given  to  respectable 
people.  I)r.  Clark,  of  the  Grammar  School,  Onsar,  is  an 
ardent  fisherman. — I am,  &c.,  Frank  Sachs. 

[Mr.  Jones,  in  his  letter  to  us,  also  asked  about 
Wanstead.]  

FISHING  AT  TOTTENHAM. 

Sir,— Can  you  tell  me  if  there  is  any  free  fishing  at 
Tottenham,  if  not,  how  much  per  day  is  charged,  and  it 
I can  use  two  rods,  and  what  is  the  price  per  day  toi 
lacking  ? An  answer  in  your  next  issue  will  oWige.— 1 
am,  &c., 

[The  charge  for  bottom  fishing  at  Day  s Ferry,  Totten- 
ham, is  Is.  per  day  (one  rod  only).  Jack  fishing,  -.s.) 

B.\NK  F'SHING  ON  THE  THAMES.  ^ 
gjB,— Would  you  kindly  tell  me  where  bank  fishing 
can  be  had  on  the  Thames,  and  if  you  have  to  apply  any- 
where  for  permissioti  ? I should  like  to  know  where  to 
go  as  near  to  my  place  (Battersea)  as  possible.^I  am, 
Ac., 

First  try  between  Teddington  Lock  and  Kingston 
Bridge— you  will  find  plenty  of  free  fishing  tliere.] 

ELA"-FISHING  NEAR  COLCHESTER. 
giR  —Will  any  of  your  reader.s  kindly  tell  me  it  there 
is  any  possibility  of  'getting  any  fly-fishing  in  Essex  or 
Suffolk  next  month  (near  Colchester,  if  possiMel^i^— 1 

^ (The  Colne  and  Stour  are  near  Colchester,  in  both  of 
which  rivers  you  may  get  a little  fly-fishing  for  coarse 
fish.  Naylands  is  on  the  S(onr.  j 

CHUB  AND  PERCH  AT  BANBURY. 
giR  —I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  could  furnish 
me  with  a litlle  information  re  the  following  places.  I 
am  going  to  spend  a week  with  friends  at  Banbury,  and 
intend  to  take  my  rods,  &c.,  down  with  me.  According 
to  the  map  there  seem  to  be  a few  small  streams  tteiu , 
and  I shall  be  obliged  if  you  wid  kindly,  through  the 
medium  of  your  columns,  tell  me  whether  there  is  any 
fishing  to  be  bad  close  bandy,  and  the  nearest  place  or 
places  containing  anything  sizeable  at  all.  I am  much 
given  to  chub  and  perch,  ard  it  is  these  two  specimens 
of  the  finny  trif.e  1 am  anxious  to  land  a fair  specimen 
of  If  you  could  let  me  know  in  Saturday’s  Gozette  1 
should  bo  very  glad.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation.— I 
am,  Ac.  f . Bacon. 

f Banbury  is  on  the  River  Cherwell,  which  contains 
chub,  perch,  tench,  carp,  jack,  roach,  and  dace.  ] 


HOW  TO  CATCH  CARP, 
gijj —I  should  be  pleased  if  yon  would  kindly  inform 
me  through  the  columns  of  yonr  valuable  paper  the  best 
method,  what  tackle  I should  use,  most  likely  baits,  and 
suitable  time  for  catching  big  carp;-'  Do  they  feed  all 
night  ''  If  would  n luminous  float  frighten  them  r J 
should  mention  it  would  be  for  lake  fishing.— I am,  Ac., 
Wharton  Heatrman. 

"You  may  oaloh  carp  either  float-fishing  or  ledgering. 
The  tackle  should  be  strong,  but  not  too  heavy.  If 
Hoat  fishing,  let  the  bait  (paste  or  boiled  potato  lor 
iireference)  lie  well  on  ihe  bottom.  Carp  certainly  do 
feed  at  night,  hut  tliey  also  feed  at  all  times  of  the  day 
The  lumiLous  float  would  not  trigliteu  the  fish,  hi'^f 
should  recommend  ledgering  afier  dark.  Hold  yonr  line 
iietween  tlio  thumb  and  finger  of  your  lolt  hand,  and 
wlien  yon  feel  you  have  a "bite,  let  it  iiiii  eligdtly, 
then  strike,  i 

SPECIMEN  FISH. 

Sir,-  1 write  to  crave  a little. space  in  your  (Vozeffe  on 
on  iiiiportant  suiiiect.  Every  year,  unless  I go  milp 
away,  I find  it  very  difficult  to  get  a specimen  fish. 
Now  and  again  I manage  to  procure  one,  hut  if  things 
go  on  as  they  are  it  will  be  a matter  of  diflioulty  to 


catch  fish  at  all.  I am  an  old  angler  ; I can  still  catch 
quantity  but  not  quality,  and  I feel  sure  this  is  owing  to 
the  ever  increasing  number  of  clubs  fishing  for  paltry 
prizes— lOs.  box  of  cigars,  Ac.  The  professional  men 
assure  me  they  have  seen  anglers  pull  their  fish  out  to 
make  them  the  standard  to  weigh-in.  Plverv 
should  know  the  importance  of  putting  every  fish  back 
(unless  he  requires  them  for  food),  and  should  also  insist, 
if  he  has  been  out  in  a punt,  to  see  them  returned 

himself.  . , . 

I have  not  retained  fish  (unless  specimens)  tor  years 
and  advise  all  my  angling  friends  to  do  likewise.  If 
clubs  must  have  prizes— specimen  fish  only,  prizes  end 
of  year  : largest  barbel  and  so  on,  and  for  every  kind  ot 
fish  We  should  then  have  better  fishing,  for  1 feel  sure 
we  are  killing  the  goose  that  lays  the  golden  eggs,  and 
fishing  will  soon  go  from  bad  to  worse  unless  anglers 
return  their  fish.  It  is  in  their  hands  to  do  so.— I am, 
Venator. 

BOILED  WHEAT  FOR  ROACH. 

— Would  you  kindly  inform  me  whether,  when 
fishing  for  roach  with  wheat,  I should  place  one  or  more 
grains  upon  the  hook,  assuming  I am  fishing  the  Yare? 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation,— I am,  Ac.,  Novice. 

[Throw  a few  grains  in  as  ground-bait,  and  place  one 
nice  white  graiu  upon  the  hook.J 

ONE-EYED  BARBEL. 

Sir,— If  you  could  spare  me  a small  space  in  your 
excellent  paper,  I should  very  much  like  to  know  whether 
any  brother  subscriber  could  inform  me  of  the  cause  of 
blindness  of  barbel  in  one  eye.  Within  the  week  I have 
taken  from  the  Thames,  with  others,  one  chub,  51b.  ..oz., 
and  two  barbel.  31b.  4oz.  and  21b.  8oz.  The  chub  was  un- 
fortunately deformed  in  the  tail.  The  barbel  were  both 
blind  in  the  left  eye  ; it  was  sunken  and  dried  up,  like 
(in  lieu  of  a better  resemblance)  the  currants  you  buy  at 
the  grocer's,  I should  be  glad  if  any  kind  reader  can 
give  me  information  as  to  the  cause,  or  of  any  other 
instance. — I am,  Ac.,  -A-.  G.  B. 

FISHING  FROM  THE  REEL. 

_It  is  peculiar,  but  side  by  side  with  *•  Roach  and 
Bream  Lines,”  page  58  of  the  Fi.s/uri'/  Gazette,  an 
editorial  foot-note  says:  “The  Mole  is  a sluggish 

stream,  and  yon  will  do  well  to  light  ledger  ; and  I am 
not  sure  that  taking  one  swim  with  another  light 
ledgering  would  not  beat  any  other  style,  more  esp='cially 
for  bream,  and  when  the  editor  says,  in  reply  to“  R.  N.,’ 

“ You  will  do  well  to  light  ledger,”  I imagine  he  knows 
what  he  is  talking  about.  Mr.  Jeffery  also  sap  : “ I 
have  astonished  the  natives  with  my  lines  and  Notting- 
ham reels.  They  think  of  starting  light  tackle  now, 
after  having  used  all  their  lives  very  thick  gut  and 
large  hooks.”  Is  it  possible  ! Not  only  has  he  astonished 
the  natives,  hut  he  has  astonished  me,  for  the  last  time 
I was  clown  that  way.  fishing  with  a well-known  London 
angler,  the  natives’  simply  surprised  me  with  their  fine 
lines  light  peculiar  quill  floats,  and  their  wonderfully 
fine  gut  bottoms.  I imagine  his  particular  natives  did 
not  belong  to  the  “ Norwich  school.”  The  well-known 
London  angler  (no  less  a person  pan  the  “ P M.”  himself) 
preferred  a- tight  to  a running  line.  I remember  the  cir- 
cumstances perfectly  well,  because  I lent  him  my  roach- 
rod  and  tight  line,  and  he  was  far  more  successful  with 
it  than  with  his  own  running  line.  An  authority  says 
“ For  tight-line  fishing  in  the  deep  waters  of  the  Yare 
the  rod  should  be  light,  stiff,  and  from  fifteen  to  eighteen 
feet  in  length.”  ..  , i. 

I quite  agree.  Again,  he  says  : For  the  slower  water 

of  the  Bure  and  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yare,  I do  net 
consider  running’  tackle  ha.s  any  advantages  worth 
naraieg,”  but  he  says,  “In  anoh  rapid  tidal  watep  as 
those  at  Reedham,  Cantley,  Ac.,  no_  other  mode  of 
fishing  for  bream  can  be  practiced  with  any  success 
worth  naming  than  ledgering.  Ledgers  for  attaching  to 
the  line  may  be  purchased  at  any  tackle  shop  for  Is. 
each  and  the  modus  operandi  is  very  simple,  and  by  no 
means  srientific.”  About  the  last  place  in  the  three 
kingdoms  a Trent  angler  would  choose  to  practice  the 
Nottingham  stylo. — I am,  Ac.,  A Trent  Angler. 

giP„,_There  appears  to  be  very  little  forme  to  answer 
in  tbe  letters  of  “Trent  Angler,  No.  1,”  and  ditto. 
No  2.  The  chief  error  that  I have  committed  during 
the  past  fortnight  being  that  of  “word-twisting.’’  We 
have  wandered  somewhat  from  the  lines  originally  laid 
down  in  my  first  letter,  and  therefore  a little  word- 
twisting m-a'y  be  as  much  in  place  as  were  the  answers 
to  my  first  epistle.  “ Willow,”  I daresay,  will  reply, 
and, 'from  what  I know  of  him,  he  is  well  able  to  take 

care  of  himself  in  any  branch  of  sport.  ^ i u 

“Trent  Angler  (2)”  says,  “ Personall.v,  I should 
require  a glass  ” Ac.,  “in  the  cool  ot  the  evening,  to  see 
a roach  float  fifty  yards  from  my  rod-top.”  “ Trent 
Angler”  has  italicised  the  word  roach.  He  has, 
moreover,  omitted  the  necessary  hyphen  between 
roach  and  float;  neither  has  he  placed  a comma 
after  the  word  float.  Without  any  word-twisting, 
therefore,  without  any  glass,  he  goes  out  in  the 
cool  of  the  evening  to  see  roach  float  fifty  yardi 
from  Ins  top-joint.  Apparently  al-o  this  gentleman 
commenced  his  study  of  the  French  language  before  he 
had  masterP'l,  what  Timothy  Oldmixon  desonbed  as  the 
“rudimans”  of  the  English.  Everyone  to  his  taste,  I 
also  say.  “Lea  Koacber”  may  be  pure,  and  he  may  be 
simple.  If  he  be  pare  ho  should  he  placed  in  a glass 
c.ase,  opposite  the  nnipire  who  never  made  a mistake;  if 
lie  lie  simple  I am  sorry  for  him,  for  no  amount  of  Lea 
reaching  will  ever  make  him  cute  enough  to  battle 
successfully  with  this  world  of  sharks.  “ Trent  Angler  ’ 
is  evidently  trying  to  bolster  up  “ Lea  Roacher  m 


fact,  the  letters  in  last  week’s  Fishing  Gazette  are 
efforts  upon  the  part  of  each  correspondent  to 
“ fake  ” the  replies  of  the  others.  As  regards 
“ casting  a slur  upon  ‘ Lea  Roacher/  nothing  of  the 
kind  was  intended  by  me.  He  must  blame  his  friends 
who  thrust  him  forward  into  the  controversy.  I would 
correct  “ 'Trent  Angler”  upon  one  point,  I never  ]ump 
now.  For  a man  of  weight,  and  .5ft.  llin.  in  height,  to 
do  the  acrobatic  business  would  be  considerably  out  ol 
place  ; besides,  I am  not  impulsive.  “ Trent  Angler 
says,  “ I know  the  swim  referred  to  ” Does  he  ? All  1 
can  say  is.  from  his  short  but  very  inaccurate  descrip- 
tion of  it,  that  he  deals  in  that  figure  of  speech  denomi- 
nated Hyperbole,  used  by  our  cousins  on  the  other  side 
of  the  “ big  drink.”  ^ ^ 

One  can  easily  ascertain  the  distance  that  the  long-pole 
would  enable  “'Lea  Roacher  ” to  “ get  out.”  If  his  rod 
be  21ft.  in  length,  this  distance,  plus  the  length  of  his 
line,  would  about  give  it ; but  I must  say,  that  T.  A. 
is  rather  hard  upon  “ Lea  Roacher”  when  he  pronounces 
him  to  be  “a  bigger  fool  than  he  took  him  tor, 
however  correct  he  may  be  in  his  first  surmise. 

I trust,  too,  that  “ L.  R.”  is  flattered  by  his  cham- 
pion’s opinion  of  him,  and  of  his  fishing.  ror 
effrontery,”  he  also  says,  “cool  as  the  coolest  cucum- 
ber,” commend  me  to  Mr.  Jeffery.  Will  “T.  A. 
kindly  explain  the  difference  in  temperature  amongst 
cucumbers  and  how  this  temperature  is  registered  t 

I hear  that  the  meeting  convened  by  the  Londoners  to 
further  the  match  between  the  “ long-polers  ’and  the 
Sheffielders,  was  but  sparsely  attended.  Where  are  the 
legions  who  were  ready  to  fish  for  the  honour  of  the 
tight  line?  For  years  they  have  dubbed  themselves 
‘‘  champions/^  Now  that  there  is  a DiynocJc  to  take 
up  the  glove  there  are  no  Lea  Roachers  to  be  found  to  do 
battle  for  their  pride  of  place,  and  for  the  honour  of 

their  river.  u m a ” 

In  conclusion,  I would  strongly  advise  1.  A.  (.^) 
not  to  venture  out  in  the  cool  of  the  evening  with  that 
glass  that  magnifies.  Roach  do  not  give  exhibitions  in 
ornamental  swimming,  nor  do  they  attempt  balancing 
bricks  at  the  end  of  a long  pole.  I am,  Ac., 

J.  Jeffeet. 

Sir,— I trust  some  of  your  many  readers  enjoy  this 
discussion.  May  the  best  man  win.  No  doubt  we  one 
and  all  have  a lot  to  learn.  We  Lea  men  pride  ourselves 
upon  catching  roach  of  21b.  with  legitimate  Lea  tackle 
and  a tight  line,  but  we  do  not  wander  all  over  a fifty-yard 
swim  in  order  to  strike  at  the  end  of  it,  nor  do  we  use  a 
running  line  fit  to  kill  a barbel.  I am,  Ac., 

Lea  Roacher. 

[This  question  has  been  thoroughly  thrashed  out,  and 
must  now  close. — Ed.] 


THE  NAMES  OF  FISH. 

I HAVE  been  much  amused  with  the  local  names  given 
and  lack  of  observation  of  boatmen  and  market  fisher- 
men. In  South-west  Jersey  a yellow  perch  is  a raccoon,  a 
weakfish  often  called  bluefish,  and  more  frequently  trout. 

Fishing  at  Fortesque,  in  Delaware  Bay,  about  ten 
years  ago,  I asked  my  boatman,  when  he  took  me  out : 

“ What  kind  of  fish  are  taken  here  ? ” 

“ Mostly  bluefish  ; sometimes  a rock,”  he  said.  After 
taking  a few  fish  he  said:  “The  bluefish  run  small 

Looking  at  him  in  astonishment,  I said  : 

“ Do  you  call  these  bluefish  F ” 

“ Yes"^  to  be  sure,  but  they  run  smaller  than  common. 

“ These  are  mostly  weakfish,”  said  I. 

“ No,”  said  he,  “ these  are  blnefish  ; I guess  I ought 
to  know,  for  I have  hitched  them  here  for  more  than 

thirty  years.”  „ ^ c a ••  » 

Taking  one  up,  I said  : “ Do  you  call  that  a bluefash  r 
“Yes  sartainly.” 

“And  this?  Is  that  a bluefish,  too  ? ” 

“ Of  c uirse  it  be.”  j e . 

“ Now  look  at  this  fish  ; its  tail  is  square,  and  its  hrst 
dorsal  fin  spinous.” 

Yes,”  said  he,  “ that  is  always  so.’ 

“’rhen,”  said  I,  “ lookat  this  one.  The  tail  is  forked, 
and  both  dorsals  soft-rayed,  otherwise  they  look  alike.” 

“ By  the  great  Peter  ! I never  noticed  that  afore.” 

“ There  are  other  differences  in  these  fish,  but  this  is 
enough  to  show  yon  that  you  dou’t  know  anything 
about  the  fish  yon  daily  catch,  not  even  their  common 
names.  Neither  fish  is  a bluefish.  This  with  the  square 
tail  and  spiked  dorsal  is  a weakfish  ; the  other  is  a 

grunter.”  i.  i 4. , 

“ May  I be  strung  up  to  the  mast  for  an  oyster  basket . 
Be  you  one  of  them  nateral  scienty  gents  that  write 
hooks  about  fishes  and  snakes  and  birds,  and  all  them 
things?” 

I told  him  no  ; only  an  angler  who  kept  his  eyes  open, 
and  observed  the  differences  ot  form  and  fins,  and  tried 
to  know  the  right  name  of  each  fish  I caught. 

“ You  call  this  fin  on  the  back  the  ^dorset— no,  dorsal 
fin.  What  do  yon  call  this,  mi.ster ” 

“ Pectoral,  anal,  ventral,  caudal.” 

“Well  well!  VVe  live  and  learn!  I’ll  write  them 
names  down  and  won’t  forget.  Come  again,  mister,  and 
let  me  take  you  out.  We’ve  got  more  fish  here,  and  1 
want  to  learn  all  them  scienty  names.  , , . 

“Thank  you,”  said  I,  laughing  heartily  at  his 
comically  puzzled  phiz,  as  he  coined  his  lesson.  “I 
have  not  given  you  the  scientific  name  of  either  fish,  and 
should  only  bother  your  brains  if  I did — if  I could,  which 
I much  doubt,  wi  ihoiit  a look  into  my  text  book.” 

I have  seen  a Rong  Branch  market  fisherman  lugging 
home  a horse  mackerel  and  calling  it  a bluefish,  though 
there  is  no  similarity  except  the  colour.— Old  Izaak, 
in  American  Angler. 
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REPORTS  FROM  ™RS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Oazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


The  Increasing  demand  for  the  FISHING 
GAZETTE  nece  sitates  our  going  to  press 
somewhat  ear  ier  than  heretofore.  River 
reporters  will  oblige  by  sending  reports  so 
that  they  mav  arrive  on  Thursday  evening 
at  latest  to  guarantee  insertion. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.  — General  Remarks. — There 
are  some  times  when  items  are  cropping  up  near  the 
old  river  that  will  be  interesting  to  Thames  anglers  as 
the  record  of  good  days  in  the  art  of  angling,  and  worth 
publishing  in  the  returns  of  fishing  near  the  Thames. 
There  is  a little  piece  of  water  running  from  the  Powder 
Mills  in  the  Staines  Road,  at  Hounslow,  through  the  St. 
Alban’s  Farm,  which  can  be  fished  at  the  charge  of  one 
shilling  for'  the  day.  A few  days  sinie,  Mr.  Charles 
Harrison  paid  it  a visit,  and  fishing  there  for  a good 
portion  of  the  day  caught  151b.  of  roach,  all  good  fash 
but  nothing  heavier  than  fib.  The  water  was  bright,  and 
not  more  than  three  feet  deep  ; and,  as  it  was  impossible 
to  usG  a reel,  he  fished  with  a tig'ht  line,  and  got  broken 
several  times  between  two  withies.  I have  also  another 
account  from  my  neighbour,  Mr.  Doman  and  frmnd 
in  the  Colne  at  Stanwell,  near  to  Staines,  and  fish- 
ing behind  a bush  over  some  weeds  where  he  could 
see  the  fish  in  bright,  clear  water  of  about  3ft.  deep, 
they  landed  and  brought  to  the  Railway 
Hounslow,  471b.  of  splendid  roach  and  dace,  all  good 
sizeable  fish.  There  are  a number  of  the  London 
anglers  staying  in  Yarmouth,  and  two  of  them  this  last 
week,  fishing  in  the  Ormesby  Broad,  had  a large  catch 
of  bream,  twelve  of  the  largest  weighing  a good  371b. 
The  Thames  has  been  suffering  very  much  of  late  for 
the  want  of  rain,  and  several  of  my  correspondents,  to 
whom  I look  for  good  and  accurate  information,  have 
had  nothing  to  send  me  worth  reporting.  The  tidal 
portion  of  the  river  has  not  at  present  this  season 
distinguished  itself  by  any  important  results,  and  the 
takes  which  have  been  reported  in  many  instances  have 
been  scarcely  worth  publishing,  but  they  serve  to  show 
what  is  going  on,  and  anglers  can  decide  whether  it  is 
worth  their  while  to  go  or  not.  The  best  takes  above 
the  locks  are  where  the  water  is  deep. — B. 

Upper  Thames. — The  Indian  heat  of  the  past  fort- 
night has  been  succeeded  by  cool  westerly  breezes,  with 
occasional  sharp  showers  of  refreshing  rain.  Angling 
in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river  has  much  improved 
since  the  pleasant  change  in  the  atmosphere,  and  I 
glean  from  most  of  the  better-frequented  fishing 
stations  that  good  all-round  sport  has  been  experienced. 
Roach  in  excellent  condition  are  being  obtained  in 
well-chosen  swims  amid  the  weeds,  paste  being  found 
the  most  acceptable  ba  t.  Small  jack  are  falling  to  the 
cruel  gorge  dead  baiting,  and  I s^ail  be  more  than 
pleased  when  this  unsportsmanlike  style  of  fishing  is 
tabooed  on  the  Thames.— Thursday  evening  — Weather 
delightfully  fine.  Roach,  barbel,  and  gudgeon  fairly 
well  on  the  feed.  It’s  a pleasure  now,  as  well  as  a 
success  in  the  angling  line,  to  be  on  the  river.  Marlow 

^T^hames  (Chertsey).  — John  Boulter,  during  the 
week  twenty  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  two  brace  of 
perch  and  six  barbel.  Lotan  Hackett,  seventeen  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace,  ten  chub,  and  one  brace  of  perch. 

Thames  (Hampton  Court).— William  Milbourne 
writes  ■ " A gentleman  fishing  from  the  top  of  the  weir 
took  two  jack  in  one  day,  one  weighing  81b.  and  the 
other  41b.  We  are  catching  a few  roach  and  dace  ; the 
water  is  very  low  and  bright,  and  it  makes  the  fishing 

^^Th*^mes  (Kingston). — John  Johnson,  during  the 
week  twenty-seven  oarbel,  seven  bream,  fourteen  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace,  three  jack,  and  seven  perch  ; and  J . 
Wilkes,  fourteen  dozen  of  r ach  and  dace,  three  jack, 
eight  bream,  seven  perch,  and  nine  dozen  of  gudgeon. 
The  bank  anglers  have  been  doing  well  with  roach,  dace, 
perch,  and  barbel.  • j. 

Thames  (Lechlade-Cricklade).— The  river  at 
St.  John’s  Bridge  is  in  fairly  good  trim,  but  abovelocks 
it  is  low  and  weedy.  A movement  is  on  foot  to  get 
another  lock  or  weir  put  up  at  Crieklade.  A new  iron 
bridge  has  been  recently  erected  over  the  Thames  at 
Castle  Eaton.— Rambler. , . ^ i ^ 

Thames  (Oxford  and  District).— Sport  the  last 
few  days  has  fallen  off  consioerably.  In  the  City  tae 
waters  a few  specimen  fish  have  come  to  bank.  The 
barbel  have  yielded  good  bags  for  those  who  have  taken 
the  trouble  to  ground  bait.  Mr.  Mayo  secured  a Liw 
near  Medley  weir,  also  Master  Prickett,  of  Osney,  has 
taken  one  of  91b.  8oz.  Perch,  I am  pleased  to  say,  are 
getting  more  plentiful,  and  a few  good  ones  have  been 
taken  • the  largest  that  has  come  under  my  notice  has 
been  11b.  ojoz.,  lib.  8oz.,  and  11b.  . Eo^ich  have  been 

feeding,  but  are  rather  out  of  condition,  owing  to  the 
low  and  clear  state  of  the  rivers,  the  largest  in 

the  City  waters  being  a splendid  roach  weighing  lib.  lloz. 
by  Mr.  Morley.  The  Oxford  Angling  Society  have  at 
last  obtained  the  railway  concessions  to  ten  stations  on 
the  G.W.R.  around  Oxford  through  the  Provincial 
Angling  Association,  and  three  gentlemen  fishing  near 
Heyford  returned  last  week  with  5tilb.  weight  roach 
between  them.  A few  good  jack  have  been  taken  from 
Port  Meadow  stream.  River  still  very  clear,  necessita- 


ting lino  and  far-off'  fishing.  A good  trout  of  about  91b. 
still  holds  its  own  at  King’s  weir  pool,  and  would  show 
good  sport  to  any  angler  who  may  be  so  lucky  as  to  get 
on  terms  with  him  — C.  Herbert. 

Thames  (Penton  Hook).— F.  Collier,  one  day 
with  Mr.  Vincent  and  friend,  eleven  barbel  and  one 
bream  ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Turner,  eight  barbel  and 
five  chub  ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Slater,  four  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace  and  one  barbel : and  another  day  with 
Mr.  Cordery  and  friend,  five  bream  and  seven  barbel. 

Thames  (Richmond). — The  fishermen  report  their 
takes  during  the  week  have  been,  on  the  whole,  satisfac- 
tory. 

Thames  (Staines). — John  Keene,  jiin.,  has  been 
out  all  the  week  and  has  done  fairly  well.  One  day, 
with  Mr.  Wilson  of  the  Battersea  United  Piscatorials, 
seven  barbel,  five  bream,  and  a very  handsome  trout  of 
61b.,  the  bream  weighing  3Jlb.  each  ; and  in  two  other 
days  with  Mr.  Codd,  thirty-seven  barbel,  nine  chub,  and 
a pretty  littl#  tsaiwli  W 4Ab. 

Thames  (Sunbury). —Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud, 
during  the  week,  twenty-seven  barbel  and  ten  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  Bolt  with  John  Stroud,  in  the 
week,  twelve  barbel  and  fifteen  d zen  of  roach  and  dace. 
Mr.  Shaw  twelve  barbel,  ten  chub  and  a perch  of  2.^1b. 
Mr.  E.  Clarke  twenty-five  dozen  of  roach  and  dace, 
twenty  barbel  and  a chub  of  2Jlb. 

Thames  (Teddington).— Joseph  Baldwin,  in  two 
days,  six  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  McBride,  in  six 
days,  twenty-two  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and  four 
barbel,  the  largest  7Jlb. 

Thames  (Twickenham).  — S.  Cole,  during  the 
week,  501b.  of  roach  and  dice  ; C.  Burn,  in  four  days, 
301b.  of  roach  and  dace,  four  barbel,  and  one  perch ; 
John  Coxen,  in  one  day,  ten  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; 
G.  Coxen,  in  two  days,  201b.  of  roach  and  dace,  and 
one  barbel  ; Richard  Coxon,  in  two  and  a-half  days, 
261b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; Pert  Hammerton,  in  four 
days,  201b.  of  roach  and  dac.\  and  a bream  of  4Jlb. ; 
A.  Hammerton,  in  four  days,  301b.  of  roach  and  dace, 
three  perch,  two  barbel,  and  four  bream  ; John  Spong, 
in  five  days,  twenty  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  nine 
barbel. 

Thames  CWalton).—R.  Watford,  one  day,  with  Mr. 
Lefevre,  two  dozen  of  good  roach  and  a perch  of  IJlb.  ; 
another  day,  with  Mr.  Hemmings,  two  dozen  of  roach, 
a bream  of  31b.,  four  barbel  of  Sib.  each,  two  chub  of 
2Jlb.  each,  and  four  fine  dace;  and  another  day,  with 
Mr.  Weller,  three  chub  and  one  perch.  A pntleman, 
fishing  with  John  Hone,  caught  six  dozen  of  gudgeon  ; 
George  Lavey,  one  day,  with  Mr.  Burgess  and  friend, 
three  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and  three  bream  ; and 
another  day,  with  Mr.  Oldcrton,  three  dozen  of  roach 
and  dace.  Mr.  Sugdey,  on  the  Mole,  caught  two  jack, 
weighing  respectively  4lb.  and  4jlb. 

Windsor  District.— A splendid  rainfall  visited  this 
part  of  the  Thames  valley  on  the  22nd  and  23rd  inst. 
Thongh  not  affecting  the  colour  of  water,  it  must  be 
considerably  fresher  and  doubtless  will  cause  most  fish 
to  feed  better.  Barbel  are  on  the  move  again.  T. 
Skelton,  of  Datchet,  in  one  day,  had  fourteen  fish,  from 
21b.  to  41b.  each,  six  chub,  three  perch,  the  latter 
returned,  and  an  eel  of  over  21b.  weight ; Richard 
Gray,  of  Windsor,  had  seven  barbel  on  one  occasion, 
largek  51b.  ; Messrs.  Roberts  and  Coomber,  in  a day’s 
chub  fishing,  secured  151b.,  largest  21b.  A few  small 
jack  have  been  had,  also  some  fair  baskets  of  roach  and 
dace,  but  none  worthy  of  special  mention.  B.  R.  Bam- 
BEIDGE.  . , , . 

Anckolme  District.— We  have  more  wind  during 
the  past  week,  which  has  militated  a little  against 
angling,  but  sport  remains  good.  On  Wednesday  Mr. 
G.°Sowerby  caught  eleven  bream,  weighing  211b.,  near 
Castlethorpe,  Bridge,  and  Messrs.  Hawkins  and  Hare 
421b.  of  roach,  near  Kelsey  Canal,  On  Thursday  Mr.  J. 
Welsh  had  141b.  of  bream  at  Coal  Dyke  End.  On 
Saturday  Mr.  J.  Clarke  had  131b.  cf  bream.  The 
Ancholme  Rising  Hope  Angling  Club  fished  their  annual 
match,  near  Castlethorpe  Bridge,  the  same  day.  Mr. 
J.  Moulds  was  first,  with  121b  ; Mr.  T.  Large,  second, 
with  91b.  14oz.  ; and  Mr.  G.  Bride,  third,  with  31b.  15oz. 
Twenty-three  members  fished,  and  471b.  were  caught. 
The  .£10  a-side  match  between  Sheffield  and  Hull  was 
fished  on  Monday,  and  caused  a great  amount  of  interest. 
Sheffield  won  easily.  Yesterday  the  Barnsley  Angling 
Association  fished  a match  at  Appleby  Bridge.  First, 
J Sugden,  41b.  4oz. ; second,  J.  Burgin,  3lb  3oz.  ; third, 
J.  Randall,  21b.  11. .z.  Bream,  roach,  and  dace  were 
principally  caught,  and  tAienty-two  members  had  fish 
of  11b.  and  upwards. — Thomas  Ford. 

Aran  (Pulborough  and  Amberley).— The  roach 
and  bream  have  been  feeding  very  tairly  at  both  resorts, 
and  some  more  good  takes  have  been  had  by  the  London 
visitors.  Fishing  at  Amberley  on  the  20th  inat.,  Mr, 
Garrard  took  a fine  roach  of  Ijlb.,  and  several  fish  up 
to  this  weight  have  been  had  lately  at  Pulborough. 
The  river,  though  rather  bright,  is  in  fair  order,  and, 
given  fine  weather,  the  roving  competition  to-morrow 
ought  to  result  in  a large  catch.  Goosequill. 

Bala  Lake  (North  'Wales).— During  tbe  week  there 
has  been  an  agreeable  change  in  the  weather  froin  an 
angler’s  point  of  view.  In^^tead  of  the  tropical  heat  ot 
last  week  we  have  had  some  heavy  rain.  Tuesday  it 
came  down  in  real  earnest  for  some  time  with,  the  result 
that  the  rivers  came  down  in  flood  too  thick  for  any- 
thing but  the  worm.  Several  worm  fishermen  were  out, 
but  sport  was  anything  but  satisfactory  Tlie 
are  again  down  and  in  very  good  order  for  the  fly.  With 
the  change  of  weather  sport  has  not  been  so  good  on 
the  lake  with  the  pc  eh,  though  last  Friday  Mr.  Davies, 
from  Birmingham,  with  Tweeuey,  took  something  over 
a hundred.  Daring  last  week  several  good  takes  ot 
perch  were  had,  some  going  as  heavy  as  21b.  Netting 


the  lake  last  week  they  had  a wonderful  draw  o"  roach  ; 
some  hundreds  were  brought  in  ; though  hey  are  so 
numerous  they  are  seldom  fished  for.  During  the  low 
state  of  the  liee  Mr.  E.  R.  Jenkins  took  the  advantage 
to  net  for  pike,  and  in  two  days  killo.l  104,  which  will 
greatly  benefit  the  trout  fishing  for  the  future.  Monday 
and  Tuesday  last  it  blew  a terrible  gale  on  the  lake, 
when  no  boat  could  live  on  it. — Gwynbah. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Gloucestershire).— The  water 
here  is  low  and  weedy.  ’I’here  is  but  little  siiort  to 
record,  and  our  treating  season  may  be  said  to  be  prac- 
tically over.  It  is  not  often  that  one  sees  a shoal  of 
trout  on  a public  stream,  but,  standing  on  Fairford 
Bridge  on  Wednesday,  1 counted  something  like  twenty 
fish,  which  had  been  driven  down  stream  by  the  ducks 
on  to  the  shallows.  The  fly  rod  will  next  week  have  to 
give  place  to  the  double  barrel,  and  1 hear  good  accounts 
of  the  partridges  in  this  neighbourhood.  — Pan. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  Fowey  rod  and  line  men 
are  getting  quite  disheartened  over  the  circu  nstances 
of  pollution  and  low  w-aters.  Very  few  migratory  fish 
appear  to  be  running,  and  peal,  the  few  that  are  taken, 
are  in  poor  condition,  and  river  marked.  The  season 
for  them  is  evidently  closing  at  least  a month  earlier 
this  year,  as  “ School  ” peal  ran  a month  earlier,  owing 
to  the  heightened  temperature  of  the  water.  There  are 
lots  of  peal  and  a few  salmon  in  the  Camel,  but  rods 
have  done  very  little.  Trout  fishing  is  still  very  good, 
and  better  worth  the  attention  of  anglers  than  salmon 
or  peal  fishing. — Bodmin.  _ 

Derwent  (Ambergf ate). —Although  ram  has  fallen 
copiously,  the  height  of  the  Derwent  is  unaltered ; it 
is  slightly  discoloured  and  in  fair  order  for  fly  fishing. 
Trout  have  been  sluggish  lately,  and  disinclined 
to  rise  in  the  daytime,  and  it  is  only  late  in 
the  evening  when  the  local  rodster  is  safe  of  catching 
a few  trout.  There  is  a fair  quantity  of  aquatic,  also 
land  flies  on,  and  with  the  advent  of  a few  calm  days 
prospects  would  be  fairly  good,  but  the  gusty  weather 
of  the  past  two  weeks  have  blown  some  of  the  local 
gentry  off  the  streams  on  to  the  moors — from  rod  to  gun. 
— Amber  Dun. 

Derwent  (Malton).— The  river  continues  low  and 
bright.  Several  nice  jack  from  21b.  to  51b.  have  been 
taken  on  live  bait,  in  the  Kirkban  Abbey  district, 
during  the  past  three  weeks  ; otherwise  no  sport  worth 
recording. — H. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— We  are  still  short  ot  water, 
but  to-day  (Thursday)  we  have  had  some  hoars’  ra,in, 
and  if  the  south-west  wind  and  cloudy  sky  are  anything 
to  go  by,  we  shall  have  more.  What  is  wanted  is  twelve 
or  sixteen  hours’  steady  downpour  to  make  a “ spate.’ 
We  hear  of  some  few  fish  being  taken  with  the  cater- 
pillar, mainly  at  the  evening  rise.  Perch  and  pike 
fishing  has  yielded  some  decent  sport  in  pools  near  here 
of  late.— D.  AND  W.  H.  Foster. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire^— 
Nothing  worthy  of  note  during  the  past  week  in  the 
way  of  sport,  either  with  trout  or  sewin.  We  have, 
however,  had  several  heavy  showers  of  rain  during  the 
past  few  days,  which  will  doubtless  improve  matters. 
The  fishing  season  is  very  backward.--H. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  river  still  remains 
very  low.  Some  decent  trout  have  been  killed  by  the 
evening  fishermen,  principally  on  the  artificial  minnow, 
but  sport  has  been  the  reverse  of  lively.  In  the  canal 
fair  bags  of  perch  and  roach  are  being  taken,  soine  of 
the  latter  running  exceptioi  a ly  fine  this  season. 
sending  off  the  above,  I am  glad  to  say  ‘ first  blood 
has  been  drawn  by  Mr.  A.  J.  Robirts,  with  a brace, 
61b.  and  41b.— Red  Palmer.  , , . , , ,, 

Pen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).- Another 
change  has  come  about  in  the  weather  this  week,  once 
more  giving  promise  of  excellent  sport.  During  the 
excessive  heat  last  week,  the  fish  became  very  shy  and 
difficult  to  catch,  except  in  the  early  morning  and  late 
at  night  At  these  latter  times,  however,  anglers  did 
very  well,  and  some  fairly  good  baskets  were  made. 
The  Forty-foot  was  yielding  pretty  well  a.t  one  or  two 
places,  but  takes  on  some  of  the  lengths  had  fallen  ott 
considerably.  This  week  there  has  been  better  luck 
On  Saturday  and  Monday  there  was  a large  influx  of 
visitors  to  the  drains  about  the  southern  border  of  the 
county,  and  such  places  as  Tydd,  Sutton  Bridge, 
Murrow,  and  Wisbeach.  were  very  busy.— Limpet. 

Great  Ouse  (St.  Ives).— The  water  is  a 

little  more  favou-able,  but  just  now  a flood  would  do  a 
deal  of  good.  The  bream  continue  to  feed  well  at  mght, 
and  on  Saturday  two  local  anglers  lauded  7st.  of  hsh 
close  to  St.  Ives  Bridge.  Decent  takes  of  roach  chub,  and 
perch  are  also  reported.  Thi  local  society  fish  a roach 

tournament  on  Thursday.- Goosequill. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— Angling  has  had  another  hllip 
from  the  change  of  weather.  The  cooler  air  and  the 
influx  of  fresh  water  to  the  brooks  from  the  thunder- 
storms has  worked  well  for  better  sport,  though  the 
rains  have  failed  to  bring  the  river  up  to  its  normal 
height.  The  fishing  is  said  to  be  best  m the  river 
between  Tiliie  and  Mattersey,  though  good  hsh  are  got 

Lea  and  Stort.— Last  weeks  hot  weather  com- 
pletely seems  to  have  upset  the  calculations  ot  both  fish 
and  fishermen.  I do  not  mean  to  say  that  fish  have 
not  fed,  but  they  have  been  extremely  uncertain  ; as 
witness  a record  of  a take  ot  over  701b.  of  bream,  which 
appears  in  its  proper  place  in  the  chib  reports.  1 s 
was  not  in  the  Lea,  and  I only  mention  it  to  show  that 
to  be  successful  an  angler  must  know  somethiiig,  and  be 
able  to  take  advantage  of  it.  There  is  nothing  special 
to  notice  during  the  past  week.  A tew  hsh  have  been 
taken  at  most  places,  amongst  them  a deceiit-sized 
bream  from  the  open  water  at  Cock  s berry.  Very  few 
jack  have  been  taken  so  far,  and  they  have  run  but 
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small ; still,  there  are  many  good  fishermen  who  only 
reckon  to  commence  the  campaign  against  the  pike  with 
the  advent  of  September.  This  is,  I think,  the  proper 
idea,  as  jjike  do  not.  as  a rule,  get  into  condition 
before,  either  for  sport  or  for  the  table,  for  be 
it  known  that  there  are  plenty  of  people  who  greatly 
esteem  a well-cooked  pike.  A few  nice  fish  were  on  the 
trays  at  the  Edmonton  and  Tottenham  Club  on  Sunday. 
Messrs.  Dew,  Hadkiss,  West,  and  Coppin  had  amongst 
them  roach,  perch,  and  one  pike.  Mr.  Dew’s  roach  came 
from  the  Stort  I believe,  but  fish  there  have  required  a 
deal  of  catching  this  season  for  the  want  of  a fresh.  I 
have  it  from  the  best  authority  that  the  bed  of  the  old 
river  is  about  to  be  cleared  out,  notably  in  the  Seward- 
stone  district,  and  that  it  will  be  none  too  soon  is  the 
opinion  of — Spliced  Joint. 

liea  (Broxbourne).  — Some  very  nice  chub  and 
bream  have  been  taken,  and  the  rain  on  Wednesday  has 
improved  the  water  very  much.  There  is  every 
prospect  of  better  sport. — E.  N.  B. 

laeicester. — Roach  fishing  in  Leicestershire  continues 
good,  and  anglers  have  met  with  fair  success.  The 
waters  still  remain  low  and  very  fine,  but  the  more 
experienced  of  the  craft  show  up  daily  in  good  numbers. 
Some  of  the  best  catches  at  the  waters  near  the  town 
were  91b.  of  roach  by  Mr.  Brant,  71b.  by  Mr.  Robinson, 
and  good  lots  by  Messrs.  Manship  and  Smith.  A fair 
lot  of  perch  have  also  been  taken.  The  canal  at  Ayle- 
stone  has  accounted  for  specimens  of  21b.  In  the  back 
waters  at  the  last-mentioned  portion  of  the  Soar  roach 
and  chub  fishing  has  been  an  excellent  means  of  securing 
large  baskets  of  spoil,  the  waters  being  cooler  having 
apparently  brought  the  chub  on  the  feed.  Roach,  perch, 
and  chub  have  given  anglers  plenty  to  do  at  Rearsby 
and  Brooksby.  The  preserves  at  Narboi’ough  have 
received  ample  attention,  but  here  sport  would  receive 
a great  impetus  were  we  to  be  favoured  with  a good 
downpour. 

Iiittle  Ouse  (Brandon). — At  the  present  time  the 
river  is  running  gin-bright ; but,  despite  this  fact,  some 
good  dace  up  to  Jib.,  and  nice-conditioned  roach  are 
being  had  on  gentles.  Now  the  weeds  are  so  thick  a 
boat  is  necessary,  but  when  the  weeds  have  died  off 
there  will  be  any  amount  of  splendid  bank  fishing. — 
Goosequill. 

Iiugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  now  low  and  clear.  A few  anglers  have 
been  out,  but  sport  has  been  limited.  Grayling  have 
moved  at  the  Whirling  Blue,  Red  Tag,  and  Green 
Insect.  The  Pinsley  is  also  low  and  clear. — Gwtnne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Rivers 
are  still  as  low  as  ever.  A strong  wind  was  blowing  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  and  fish  were  rising,  but  have  not 
heard  of  any  rods  out.  Most  of  the  early  autumn  flies 
are  showing  up,  viz.,  August  Dun,  Silver  Dun,  Green 
Insect,  Red  Tag,  Pale  September  Dun,  Mid  Blue,  Female 
Willow,  Ants,  July  Gnat,  Spinners,  Ginger  Moth,  and 
Coachman.  The  first  four  for  choice,  whilst  the  last 
four  are  best  for  late  evening  fishing. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Maidstone).— River  too  bright  ; more 
rain  wanted.  But  some  of  the  old  anglers,  in  spite  of 
this,  have  made  good  bags  of  roach,  one  on  Saturday 
taking,  above  Parleigh,  331b.  of  roach,  sixty-six  fish  in 
all.  Three  jack  were  taken  on  Monday  last  between 
Maidstone  and  Farleigh  ; and  on  Tuesday  a brace  of 
iack.  Few  bream  have  been  taken  during  past  week. — 
Wm.  Shbubsole. 

Medway  (Tonbridge). — Good  catches  of  bream 
up  to  601b.  ; roach  not  such  large  catches,  but  more  in 
number.  Nothing  doing  among  the  pike,  only  a few 
perch  ; plenty  of  chub.  The  river  in  the  upper  waters 
about  perfection,  but  rather  uncertain  below  town. 
Baits : stewed  wheat,  with  paste  for  a change — wasp 
grubs  and  gentles  clean  gone  out  of  fashion.  We  want 
a little  better  support  from  Londoners,  as  we  have  a 
great  dislike  to  having  fish  caught  and  all  names  and 
addresses  refused. — R.  E.  W. 

Ormesby  Broad. — The  water  is  still  in  very  good 
condition,  and  large  catches  are  being  taken.  Messrs. 
Garreau  and  Ward,  of  Kensington,  in  their  stay  here 
of  twelve  days,  have  taken  39  stone  of  fine  bream 
(weighing  IJlb.  to  31b.)  and  also  some  vei’y  sizeable  rudd 
and  roach  ; Mr.  Garreau  succeeded  in  landing,  on  a 
roach  line  and  hook,  a pike  scaling  4 Jib.  Mr.  W.  C. 

Medcalf,  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  in 
eight  days  has  killed  10  stone  of  bream,  the  two  largest 
scaling  3Jlb.  each.  The  weather  here  the  last  two  or 
three  days  has  been  rather  unfavourable  for  bream  fish- 
ing on  account  of  the  high  winds,  but  to-day  (Aug.  23, 
the  water  is  in  a prime  state.  Mr.  Flatten,  of  Great 
Yarmouth,  on  Aug.  23,  caught  2 stone  of  fine  bream. 
The  Broads  are  now  in  good  condition  for  fishing. 
Boats,  baits,  &c.,  can  be  obtained  at  The  ]Sportsman, 
Ormesby  Broad,  near  Great  Yarmouth. — S.  Richmond. 

Penzance.—  Sea  Fishing.  — Both  pier  and  boat 
angling  has  much  improved  during  the  past  fortnight, 
and  fairly  good  takes  of  whiting  pollack  are  being  made^ 
also  of  mackerel,  conger,  and  flat  fish.  The  weather  has 
been  exceedingly  warm,  and  hence  boating  in  the  breezy 
bay  has  been  much  in  favour  with  the  visitors  here. — 
H. 

Plymouth. — Sea  Fishing. — Bass  are  here  again  in 
great  numbers,  and  are  being  taken  off  Turnchapel 
Pier  and  Mount  Batten,  in  fact  nearly  all  prominent 
headlands  ; the  best  line  for  catching  them  is  the  pater- 
noster, baited  with  squid  or  pilchard,  the  former  for 
preference.  We  have  great  shoals  of  mackerel  in  our 
harbour  at  present,  and  the  Sound  is  literally  teaming 
with  all  kinds  of  fish,  the  pollack  fishers  coming  back 
with  as  many  as  nine  or  ten  dozen — I mean  the  amateurs, 
not  the  professionals.  I had  two  gentlemen  staying 
from  London  last  week,  they  had  never  been  on  the  sea 
before,  and  they  were  both  delighted  with  the  catch  of 


five  dozen  mackerel,  and  they  informed  me  that  they 
would  not  leave  Plymouth  while  there  was  any  sport. 
Now  is  certainly  a very  good  time  for  any  person  bent 
on  fishing  at  Plymouth,  for  there  are  all  kinds  of  sport 
either  with  the  rod,  throw  lines,  or  in  a boat,  and  the 
penny  steamers  take  you  to  all  places  at  anytime  of  the 
day. — W.  Heardee. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— Trout  fishing  has  been 
unsatisfactory  for  many  weeks,  and  anglers  have  had 
to  content  themselves  with  the  sport  afforded  by  coarse 
fish.  The  season  has  been  one  of  the  worst  on  record, 
owing  to  the  long-continued  drought.  Mr.  H.  Aitken, 
last  week,  took  a 61b.  pike,  and  a number  of  smaller 
ones  have  also  been  taken.  Chub,  dace,  and  roach,  con- 
tinue to  afford  good  sport  with  wasp  grub.  In  the  early 
morning  or  evening  the  minnow  or  fly  may  be  used 
with  advantage. — Piscator. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  heavy  rain  of  the  past  few  days  has  swollen 
all  these  rivers,  and  rendered  them  unfit  for  fly  fishing, 
but  before  the  end  of  this  week  they  will  again  be  in 
splendid  condition,  and  as  there  are  at  present  a great 
number  of  visitors  in  the  neighbourhood,  some  good 
baskets  of  fish  are  confidently  expected  in  a few  days. 
Mr.  Buckley’s  Otter  Hounds  met  at  Llanymynech  on 
Wednesday  last  and  tried  both  Vyrnwy  and  Tanat,  but 
although  they  at  once  hit  on  a drag  on  the  banks  of 
both  rivers,  could  not  find  the  otter  “ at  home.” — 
Vtrnwt. 

Sussex  Biivers. — Rivers,  generally  speaking,  are  in 
good  condition,  and  anglers  have  been  numerous  on  the 
river  banks.  The  A run,  from  the  Blackrabbit  to 
Billingshurst,  has  been  well  patronised,  and  excellent 
takes  of  bream  and  roach  have  been  made.  A visitor, 
on  the  20th,  from  near  Amberley,  took  201b.  of  bream 
and  roach.  From  the  upper  waters  a few  good  pike 
have  been  taken,  one  fish  of  71b.  paternostering 
with  gudgeon.  Several  good  catches  of  roach  have  been 
made  on  the  Ouse,  also  small  pike  and  perch.  Roach 
up  to  IJlb.  are  notified  me  from  the  water  below  Lewes, 
and  from  Berwick  several  good  bream.  The  Rother  is  in 
good  order,  and  has  yielded  good  roach  and  dace.  Dace, 
roach,  and  flat  fish  have  given  sport  on  the  Adur,  an(i 
bass  fishermen  are  having  good  sport  in  the  harbours 
and  on  the  coast. — George  F.  Salter. 

T.an-y-Bwlcli  Hotel  (Capel  Curig).  — Fishing 
from  above  hotel,  Mr.V.  Cobden  killed,  on  Monday  last, 
nineteen  good  trout ; and  on  following  day  twenty-two, 
all  in  capital  order. 

Teme  (Knigrhton). — The  water  is  very  low  and 
clear  and  quite  out  of  order  for  fishing.  Rain  was  had 
at  the  beginning  of  the  week,  but  not  sufficient  to 
make  the  water  rise. — R.  Knighton. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  low  and  clear.  Rain  has  been  had,  but  more  is 
required  to  move  the  water  and  clear  it  out.  Bottom 
fishers  have  tried  the  wasp  grub  and  worm  with  success. 
Minnow  fishing  has  been  good.  In  this  part  a large 
number  of  trout,  roach,  and  grayling  have  been  found 
dead  by  the  riverside  covered  with  fungus.  In  the 
Ludford  Park  water,  at  the  end  of  last  week,  Mr.  W. 
Evans,  with  the  fl.v,  landed  6Jlb.  of  grayling.  In  the 
Castle  Pound  Mr.  Price  and  a friend  took  some  nice  fish 
with  the  wasp  grub. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  water  is  running  low  and 
clear.  But  few  rods  have  been  out,  and  sport  is  very 
quiet.  Gra.yling  are  moving  best.  In  this  part  a 
number  of  trout  and  grayling  have  been  found  dead  in 
the  river.  Wasp  grub  fishing  has  been  tried  with  a 
little  success.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
low  and  clear;  fishing  in  them  at  a standstill.  — 
Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — Roach  are  providing  excellent 
sport  in  the  Newark  district,  and  white  paste  has  been 
the  most  killing  bait.  Prom  Farndon,  Mr.  B.  Hunt  has 
been  successful  daily,  taking  fish  from  lib.  to  lUb.  in 
weight,  and  from  the  Muskhain  water,  Mr.  T.  Lees  has 
had  good  bags  of  similar  proportions.  Several  good 
bream  have  been  secured,  Mr.  J.  Hickson  having  best 
specimen,  weighing  31b.  13joz.,  but  barbel  are  dead  off 
the  lure.  The  Newark  Piscatorials  fished  their  annual 
match  at  Collingham,  on  Saturday  last,  forty-five  con- 
testants, thirty-five  of  whom  caught  fish,  consisting  of 
thirty  roach,  120  dace,  two  bream,  twenty-one  bleak, 
and  thirteen  eels — 186  in  all,  weighing  411b.  12oz.  Mr. 
J.  Longdon,  president  of  the  association,  took  premier 
honours  with  thirty-three  fish,  weighing  81b.  2oz.,  and 
Mr.  W.  Garrard  second,  with  nineteen  fish,  51b.  12ioz. 
Trent  in  good  order  for  roach,  and  paste,  gentles,  and 
grain  best  baits,  but  weather  blustering.  — Trent- 

SIDER. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincoln).  — Fishing  became 
rather  slack  last  week  owing  to  the  heat,  but  there 
was  again  another  influx  of  visitors  on  Saturday  and 
Monday.  The  weather  had  become  cooler,  and  there 
had  been  a few  heavy  showers,  but  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday  the  wind  was  almost  too  high  for  fishing  except 
in  sheltered  places.  Boston  was  again  best  patronised, 
and  a good  many  matches  were  fished  on  the  drains  and 
the  river  in  that  locality.  Brayford,  the  Fossdyke,  and 
the  upper  Withan  have  improved  with  the  change. 
Some  capital  bream  and  tench  are  now  to  be  had  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Tattershall. — Luci. 

Yare  (Norwick). — The  weather  has  been  more  un- 
settled during  the  past  week,  but  good  sport  has  been 
obtained  at  most  stations  on  this  river.  Some  fine  roach 
and  bream  have  been  caught  at  Brundall  Mr.  Boydell 
landed  a carp  of  41b.  7oz.  At  Buckenham  Ferry  very 
good  roach  fishing  is  being  experienced,  and  down  as  low 
as  Reedham  some  fine  bream  has  been  caught ; also  some 
perch.  After  the  heavy  rain  of  Wednesday,  I think 
matters  will  be  even  better,  from  an  angler’s  point  of 
view,  than  before. — Robert  Moll. 


SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Altnaharra  Hotel  'Waters.— Aug.  16,  on  Loch 
Meadie,  Messrs.  Pickering,  fourteen  trout,  61b. ; on 
Loch  Naver,  Messrs.  Bilborough,  twenty-five  trout, 
131b.  Aug.  17,  on  Loch  Naver,  Messrs.  Bilborough, 
fifteen  trout,  61b.  ; Messrs.  Pickering,  fifteen,  81b. 
Aug.  18,  on  Loch  Loyal,  Messrs.  Pickering,  thirty-two, 
101b. ; on  Loch  Meadie,  Messrs.  Bilbrough,  thirty,  91b. 
Aug.  19,  on  Loch  Meadie,  Messrs.  Bilbrough,  twenty- 
two,  61b. ; on  Loch  Naver,  Messrs.  Pickering,  one  sea- 
trout,  21b.,  thirty  trout,  81b.  Aug.  21,  on  Loch  Meadie, 
Messrs.  Bilbrough,  fifty-two  trout,  131b. — W.  Munbo. 

Border  Bsk. — The  Esk  was  flooded  on  Monday  for 
the  first  time  to  any  extent  since  February.  There  was 
a heavy  fall  of  rain  early  on  Sunday  morning,  which 
was  renewed  on  Sunday  night,  and  on  Monday  morning 
a high  wind  blew  from  the  south  and  south-west, 
scattering  the  leaves  and  relieving  the  apple  trees  of 
their  superabundant  crop.  The  tropical  heat  has  dis- 
appeareci  in  consequence,  and  an  increased  number  of 
anglers  are  now  visiting  both  Esk  and  Liddle.  Fishing 
in  Glenfirra  stream  in  the  evening  with  fly,  Mr.  A. 
M’Millan,  Langholm,  creeled  five  sea  - trout ; Mr. 
Swain,  Bolton,  had  two  sea-trout  at  King  Pool, 
making  his  kill  of  these  in  all  twenty-five.  Messrs. 
W.  Ballantine,  J.  Bell,  and  J.  Telford  have  also 
had  good  baskets  in  the  Langholm  water.  A few  nice 
kills  have  been  made  in  the  mid-reaches  (Canonbie 
water),  Mr.  Charles  E.  Stephenson,  of  London,  landed  a 
salmon  from  the  double  water  on  Friday,  weighing  201b., 
and  on  Monday,  one  of  161b.  ; Mr.  C.  S.  Johnstone, 
Birmingham,  had  a sea-trout,  21b. ; Mr.  Walter  Irving, 
fishing  in  'Tommy’s  Pool,  within  hail  of  Canonbie 
Bridge,  landed  four  sea-trout  and  five  whiting ; Messrs. 
J.  Jardine,  J.  Graham,  F.  Little,  and  others  have  had 
gooi  kills  in  the  evening  with  the  worm;  Mr.  R. 
Calvert,  fishing  with  the  worm  in  the  Liddle,  near 
Penton  Linns,  had  a nice  basket,  which  included  four 
sea-trout,  weighing  71b.  in  all.  Good  takes  of  sea-trout 
and  whiting  are  being  made  in  the  Metal  Bridge  water. 
— W.  A. 

Border  Esk.— The  flood  on  Monday  and  Tuesday 
has  improved  angling  prospects  in  this  river,  though  the 
baskets  so  far  have  not  been  very  heavy.  Mr.  J.  M. 
Little,  Carlesgill,  landed  a salmon  weighing  141b.,  in  the 
upper  reaches  above  Billholm,  on  Monday,  and  on 
Tuesday  he  had  a sea-trout  in  the  double  water.  Mr. 
Hepburn,  Ramsbotham,  had  a grilse  weighing  4|lb.,  in 
the  Thistle  Wash,  with  a trout  fly  and  rod,  on  Tuesday, 
and  he  had  also  a sea-trout  and  herling.  Col.  Elliot, 
Hawick,  had  a nice  basket  in  the  mid-reaches  between 
Longtown  and  Canonbie,  on  Tuesday,  his  kill  including 
two  sea-trout  and  a number  of  herling.  Mr.  Thomas 
Morrison  had  several  sea-trout  and  herling  in  Langholm 
water  on  Tuesday.  Mr.  Archibald  Glendenning,  Lang- 
holm, had  two  sea-trout,  one  of  them  a very  fine  one, 
weighing  4Jlb.,  being  caught  in  Glenfirra.  Mr.  Thomas 
Irving  had  a nice  catch  in  Langholm  water,  his 
basket  including  four  sea-trout  and  four  herling. 
Mr.  Day,  London,  had  a sea-trout  at  the  back  of  the 
Distillery.  Mr.  D.  Marchbank  had  a nice  kill  of  four 
sea  trout  and  a herling  in  Langholm  water  on  Tuesday. 
Messrs.  J.  Fairley,  T.  Payne,  W.  Ross,  and'others,  have 
also  had  sea  trout  in  Langholm  water.  In  the  water 
between  Longtown  and  Canonbie  Mr  Chas.  E.  Stephen- 
son, London,  has  had  a couple  of  salmon,  the  weights 
being  201b.  and  161b.  Mr.  C.  S.  Johnstone,  Birmingham, 
had  a sea  trout  of  2ib.,  and  Mr.  Walter  Irving  had  four 
sea  trout  and  five  herling  in  Tommy’s  Pool.  Mr.  R. 
Calvert  had  four  sea  trout  at  Penton  Linns.  Mr. 
M’Millan,  Langholm,  had  five  sea  trout  at  Glenfirra. 
Moderate  sport  has  been  obtained  by  the  Langholm 
Lodge  party  in  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch’s  reserved  water. 
Mr.  Swain,  Bolton,  has  had  twenty-five  sea  trout, 
besides  other  fish,  in  a month’s  stay.  Mr.  J.  Harkness 
had  one  of  the  grandest  sea  trouts  of  the  season, 
weighing  51b.,  at  Skipper’s  Bridge,  and  Mr.  W.  Ballan- 
tyne  had  a nice  one  weighing  31b. — -W.  D. 

Bunranuoch  Hotel  (Biannoch,  N.B.). — The 
following  sport  was  obtained  by  anglers  staying  at 
Buurannoch  Hotel,  on  Loch  Rannoch.  Wednesday, 
Aug.  22,  the  Hon.  Lillian  and  Constance  Elphinston, 
five  lovely  trout ; Mr.  Hoare,  Kent,  six  fine  trout ; Mr. 
Hickman,  thirteen  trout.  Thursday,  Aug.  17,  Mr. 
Hickman,  Warminster,  twenty-eight  trout ; Mr.  and 
Master  Phipps,  thirteen  trout ; General  Murray,  nine- 
teen trout.  Saturday,  Aug.  19,  Mr.  Gsiirdner,  Rich- 
mond, Surrey,  six  trout,  one  weighing  31b.  with  fly ; 
Mr.  Hickman,  Warminster,  eighteen  trout ; General 
Murray,  Worthing,  twenty  - one  trout.  Monday, 
Aug.  21.  Mr.  Phipps  and  Mr.  Hillyard,  seven  trout; 
Mr.  Hickman,  twelve  trout ; General  Murray,  nine 
trout.  Tuesday,  Aug.  22,  Mr.  Hickman,  nineteen 
trout ; Mr.  Callander,  twelve  trout. 

Dee  and  Don  (Aberdeenskire). — Now  that  the 
first  brush  of  the  shooting  season  is  over  the  river  is 
likely  to  claim  the  divided  attention  of  the  many 
sportsmen  at  present  in  the  north  ; but,  till  the  autumn 
floods  come  away,  the  attraction  may  not  be  said 
to  be  great.  On  the  Braemar  reaches  lady  anglers  are 
daily  essaying  their  skill,  and  fairly  good  baskets  are 
being  made.  The  trout  season,  however,  is  now  over. 
On  the  Glen  Tana  waters  and  the  Invercauld  Arms 
water  at  Ballater  a few  red  fish  are  being  got.  On 
Monday  evening  the  river  rose  considerably.  On  the 
Woodend  waters  Mr.  Wm.  Farnell  Watson’s  keeper 
creeled  some  beautiful  sea-trout.  On  the  Park  water 
Mr.  Fraser  landed  a beautiful  fish  of  81b.  On  the 
Heathcote  and  tidal  reaches  sea-trout  and  finnock  have 
been  more  plentiful,  and  some  very  good  baskets  have 
been  made  during  the  week.  The  Don  is  still  a blank. 
Autumn  fish  are  now  showing  on  the  coast  in  goodly 
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numbers.  The  salmon  net  fishing  on  the  Dee,  Don,  and 
Coast  closes  to-day  (Saturday,  the  2(ith),  and  with  a 
flood  the  autumn  season  will  be  in  full  swing. — Deb- 
SIDEK. 

Dee  (Corwen). — The  weather  is  very  unsettled, 
and  fishing  is  very  quiet,  although  the  water  is 
in  good  order.  The  only  successful  auglers  with 
trout  were  Mr.  MeCaire,  four  fish,  Jib.  each  ; Mr.  Jacks, 
two  fish,  '|lb. ; Mr.  Taylor,  a couple,  ilh.  each.  D. 
Eoberts,  of  Cynwyd,  killed,  on  Monday,  3.^1b. ; Tuesday, 
2.Jlb.  ; Wednesday,  4Jlb.  To-day  (Thursday)  ho  had  at 
mid-day  four  very  good  fish.  There  are  a few  salmon  up, 
but  they  are  not  settled  down.  Some  of  the  anglers  have 
risen  one  or  two  fish  to-day. — Alwen. 

Deveron  (Macduff). — Owing  to  the  drought  the 
river  Deveron  is  exceedingly  low.  Anglers  since  the 
12th  have  been  more  in  love  with  the  gun  than  the  rod, 
and  will  be  so  until  the  nets  are  removed  and  the  cruives 
opened  so  as  to  admit  of  fish  having  free  access  to  the 
upper  sections.  The  net  fishermen  have  met  with  but  a 
fair  fishing  during  the  past  week.  On  Monday  last  ten 
boxes  were  sent  to  the  markets,  and  on  Saturday  the 
total  for  the  week  was  only  thirty-eight.  Grilse  are  now 
making  a poor  show,  and  trout  are  almost  nil. — H.  W. 

Forsinard  Hotel.  — Excellent  sport  has  been 
obtained  lately  by  anglers  out  from  this  hotel.  The 
following  baskets  were  made  by  Messrs.  J.  C.  and  Wm. 
Eandell,  viz. ; Aug.  9,  on  Badden,  one /ero®,  5Jlb.,  and 
fifty-seven  trout,  22|lb.  ; Aug.  10,  on  same  loch,  twenty- 
three  trout,  9Jlb. ; Aug.  12,  on  Loch  En-ruar,  one  ferox, 
4Jlb.,  and  twenty-two  trout,  111b.  ; Aug.  14,  En-ruar, 
tv/o  ferox,  91b.,  and  nine  trout,  7Jlb.  ; Aug.  15,  En-ruar, 
one  ferox,  4ilb,  twelve  trout,  6flb. ; Aug.  16,  onBadden, 
one  ferox,  3jlb.,  and  sixty-five  trout,  26Jlb. ; Aug.  17,  on 
Badden,  one  ferox,  2Jlb.,  and  fifty-four  trout,  231b.; 
Aug.  18,  on  Badden,  sixty  trout,  261b.  The  above 
gentleman  had  a total  of  three  salmon,  nine  Salmo  ferox, 
and  355  trout,  weighing  1991b.  8oz.  in  twelve  fishings. 
The  ferox  were  all  got  by  trolling. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale). — Not  for  many  years  has 
summer  angling  on  this  water  proved  such  a dead  failure, 
owing  to  the  long  drought.  Grilse  have  not  shown  in 
great  force  this  season,  but  salmon  have  been  remark- 
ably numerous.  The  net  fishing  closes  on  the  26th. 
With  a little  rise  the  river  should  have  a run  of  both 
salmon  and  grilse,  with  a good  sprinkling  of  heavy  sea 
trout.  The  loch  angling  is  falling  off,  but  that  is  only 
what  it  was  wont  to  do  at  this  time.— S.  C. 

Lairg  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  N.B.). — Last  week’s 
record  of  sport  is  as  follows,  viz.  : Fishing  Loch  Shin, 
Ur.  Thompson  killed  thirteen  trout,  4Jlb.,  on  Monday; 
eight,  3jlb.,  on  Tuesday  ; five,  51b.,  on  Wednesday;  six, 
2r)lb.,  on  Thursday;  three,  31b.,  on  Friday;  and  one, 
2Jlb.,  on  Saturday.  Messrs.  Thompson,  thirteen,  51b., 
on  Monday;  six,  31b.,  on  Wednesday;  and  seventeen, 
91b.,  on  Friday.  Mr.  Mellons  killed  four  trout,  41b.,  on 
Tuesday,  and  ten  trout,  5alb.,  on  Wednesday.  Mr. 
Wigam  caught  seven  trout,  41b.,  on  Wednesday,  and 
five,  21b.,  on  Thursday.  Mr.  Bussell,  one  of  l|lb.  on 
Monday,  and  twenty-two  trout,  weighing  101b.,  on 
Friday. — J.  Y. 

LocMeven  (Kinross). — On  Monday,  in  consequence 
of  the  strong  wind,  most  of  the  boats  had  to  return 
early  without  effecting  any  captures  worthy  of  noting, 
on  the  following  morning  the  wind  moderated,  the  result 
•of  the  day’s  sport  proving  to  he  the  best  of  the  season. 
The  St.  Mungo  Club  from  Glasgow  was  out,  when 
twelve  rods  killed  176  trout,  weighing  1271b.  7oz.  The 
first  prize  basket,  which  was  the  best  obtained  this 
season,  was  got  by  Mr.  D.  Kater,  with  twenty-eight 
trout,  22ilb. ; second,  Mr.  W.  Eobertson,  twenty-five 
trout,  181b.  lljoz. ; third,  Mr.  S.  Stevenson,  twenty-one 
trout,  161b.  9oz.  ; fourth,  Mr.  A.  E.  Mackenzie,  twenty- 
four  trout,  151b.  2oz.  : fifth,  Mr.  Tod,  twenty  trout, 
13|lb.  The  heaviest  trout  weighed  21b.  7oz.,  and  was 
captured  by  Mr.  J.  F.  Elder.  The  two  most  successful 
club  boats  (two  rods  each)  had  respectively  fifty-two 
trout,  371b.  lOoz.,  and  thirty-seven  trout,  271b.  14oz. 
Private  parties  : Mr.  Perry,  Lenzie,  fifty  trout,  371b. ; 
Mr.  Ogilvy,  Arndean,  thirty-four  trout,  351b. ; Mr. 
Millar  and  Mr.  Crookshank,  Glasgow,  thirty-nine  trout 
301b. ; Mr.  Morrison  and  Mr.  Spenn,  Edinburgh, 
twenty-seven  trout,  261b  ; Mrs.  Ian  Campbell,  London, 
fifteen  trout,  101b.  8oz. ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Argles, 
Milnthorpe,  eleven  trout,  lljlb.  The  weather  has  now 
become  broken,  and  promises  to  continue  favourable  for 
sport.— Eobt.  B.  Laing. 

Lochmaddy  (North  Uist). — During  the  last  week 
the  weather  has  been  rather  stormy  for  good  angling. 
Lochs  are  now  in  good  order,  especially  Loch  Fada, 
where  some  good  baskets  have  been  taken. — T.  D. 
McGbegob. 

Loch  Steuness  (Orkney). — The  following  gentle- 
men from  the  Mason’s  Arms  Hotel,  Stromness, 
fished  the  Loch  of  Stenness  : On  Tuesday,  Aug.  15,  Mr. 
Welch  had  four  trout,  61b. ; Capt.  Evans,  thirteen  trout, 
191b.  Aug.  16,  Capt.  Evans,  nine  trout,  111b.  ; Mr. 
Welch,  five  trout.  71b.  ; Mr.  Fanning,  five  trout,  91b., 
heaviest  3|lb.  Aug.  17,  Capt.  Evans,  seven  trout,  101b. ; 
Mr.  Fanning,  four  trout,  51b.  ; Mr.  Welch,  three  trout, 
4ilb.  Aug.  18,  Mr.  Welch,  three  trout,  71b.,  heaviest 
3|lb. ; Mr.  Fanning,  ten  trout,  151b.,  one  51b.,  a beauty  ; 
Capt.  Evans,  eleven  trout,  151b.  Capt.  Evans  fished 
Stenness  for  ten  days  with  one  day  of  a break  and  killed 
seventy-eight  trout  weighing  1201b. — John  Mackay. 

Melvich  Hotel  (Sutherlandshire).— The  angling 
report  for  the  week  is  as  follows  : On  Monday,  Messrs. 
Sewell  and  Woods,  on  Loch  Meal,  seventeen  trout,  81b. 
On  Thursday,  Mr.  Chandler,  on  Loch  Baligil,  seventeen 
trout,  9Ub.  ; Messrs.  Sewell  and  Woods,  on  Loch  Meal, 
twenty-five  trout,  10|lb.  On  Friday,  Mr.  Sewell,  on 
Loch  Acrau,  fifteen  trout,  71b.  ; Mr.  Chandler,  on  the 
Eiver  Halladale,  thirteen  trout,  51b.  On  Saturday,  Mr. 
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Chandler,  on  the  Halladale,  had  nine  trout,  and  on 
Monday,  fourteen  trout  and  two  nice  sea-trout.  On 
Friday,  Mr.  Morrison  fished  Loch  Coulbackie,  into 
which  he  put  a supply  of  fontinalis  of  April  last  year, 
to  ascertain  what  progress  they  made.  He  landed  one 
trout  beautifully  marked,  shaped,  and  fed.  It  weighed 
13oz.,  measured  12in.  in  length,  and  8in.  in  girth. — A.  M. 

Ness  (Inverness). — During  the  past  fortnight  there 
has  been  no  salmon  angling  worth  reporting.  Salmon 
have  never  been  so  scarce  at  this  season  of  the  year  on 
this  water ; however,  prospects  are  now  better.  For 
the  past  three  days  the  recent  rains  have  put  the  water 
in  splendid  order,  and  very  large  numbers  of  salmon  and 
grilse  have  been  going  up  stream.  On  the  Friar’s  Shot 
net  fishings  on  Tuesday,  the  22nd,  upwards  of  300  salmon 
and  grilse  were  taken  with  net.  Prospects  are  good  for 
the  next  fortnight. — Watson. 

Rhiconicli  Hotel. — Aug.  15,  Eev.  Messrs.  Jeakes, 
two  trout,  7ilb.,  nine  trout,  12Hb.,  two  sea-trout,  2.^1b.  ; 
Captain  Deans  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ballance,  ten  coal  fish 
and  one  lythe  ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eaikes,  fifteen  trout,  91b.  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirby,  three  sea  trout,  6alb.  Aug.  16, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eaikes,  four  trout,  41b.,  two  sea- trout, 
3jlb.  ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young,  seven  sea-trout,  131b.  ; 
Captain  Deans  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ballance,  eleven  trout, 
81b.,  one, /'ero®,  4|lb.  ; Mr.  Milles,  three  sea-trout,  41b., 
one  salmon,  14ilb.  Aug.  17,  Mr.  Milles,  four  sea-trout, 
51b.  Aug.  18,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eaikes  and  Mr.  Griller, 
nineteen  trout,  6Jlb. ; Dr.  Dodd,  ten  sea-trout.  Aug.  19, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young,  five  sea-trout;  Mrs.  Dodd  and 
Mearns,  four  sea-trout ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young,  twenty 
trout ; Messrs.  Griller  and  Eaikes,  ten  trout  in  two 
hours’  fishing ; Dr.  Dodd,  three  trout  and  two  sea- 
trout  ; Drs.  Mearns  and  Dodd,  ten  sea-tront.  Aug.  20, 
Messrs.  Barcleys  and  Smith,  Norfolk,  small  loch,  nine 
brown  in  half-hour’s  fishing.  During  the  week  it  has 
been  very  indifferent  for  fishing,  and  yet  we  have 
caught  some  nice  trout  during  the  week  ranging  from 
3^1b.  to  4Jlb.  each.  Got  a grand  downpour  of  rain  last 
night,  and  streams  hre  now  in  good  ply. — J.  S. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (Scourie,  by  Lairg, 
N.B.).— Some  very  fine  baskets  of  sea  and  brown  trout 
were  made  at  this  centre  last  week.  The  following  are 
the  details  of  sport  —Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fuller-Markland 
killed  one  brown  trout,  a-nd  four  sea-trout,  3Jlb., 

on  Loch  Baddinnamoult  on  Monday,  and  one  brown 
trout,  2.)lb.,  twelve,  3|lb.,  and  eight  sea-trout,  7Jlb., 
on  Duart  More  on  Tuesday.  Capt.  and  Mr.  Brooks- 
bank  (two  rods)  caught  ten  brown  trout,  /ilb.,  and 
three  sea-trout,  41b.,  on  Baddinnamoult  on  Monday ; 
five  sea-trout,  41b.,  on  Duart  More  on  Tuesday ; 
one  brown  trout,  lUb.,  and  twenty-three,  71b.,  on  Hill 
Lochs,  on  Wednesday  ; 103,  261b.,  on  Gorm  Loch,  on 
Thursday;  fifteen  sea-trout,  111b.,  on  Duart  More,  on 
Friday;  and  five  brown  trout,  l|lb.,  and  ten  sea-trout, 
61b.,  on  Saturday.  Mr.  Gaddum,  thirteen  brown  trout, 
51b.,  on  Hill  Lochs,  on  Wednesday.  Messrs.  Mclver 
and  Gaddum,  five  sea  trout,  61b.,  on  Duart  More,  on 
Friday.  Messrs.  Jevons  and  Parks,  seventeen,  41b.,  on 
Hill  Lochs  ; seven  brown  trout,  101b.,  on  Loch-na- 
Breac  ; and  twenty  on  Gorm  Loch.  Messrs.  Jevons, 
three,  lib.,  and  two  sea-trout,  21b.,  on  Baddinnamoult. 
Messrs.  Parker,  eighteen,  on  Muatha,  and  Mr.  and  Miss 
Morgan,  fifteen,  4|lb.,  on  Loch-na-Clashfern. — J.  Y. 

Shin  (Lairg). — The  upper  beats  have  been  fished 
from  Lairg  Lodge  and  by  the  Tressady  Lodge  party,  and 
fair  sport  was  had.  Weather  unsettled.  Lord  and 
Lady  Fitzhardinge  and  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Wel- 
lington have  arrived  at  Lairg  Lodge  for  the  season. — 
J.  Y. 

South  of  Scotland. — Heavy  floods  have  cleared  the 
beds  of  the  streams.  Sea-trout  are  falling  off  in  condi- 
tion, and  the  herling  do  not  appear  so  plump  in  form 
this  week. — The  Annan. — Excellent  sport  has  been  had 
by  anglers  in  the  lower  water.s  since  Monday  with  the 
common  garden  worm  as  a hrre. — The  Nith. — This 
river  was  in  flood  this  week,  and  improved  snort  was  had 
on  the  different  waters.  Near  the  town  baskets  of 
herling  up  to  a dozen  were  caught  with  worm.  In  the 
Duke’s  portion  at  Thornhill  some  fine  fish  were  caught 
with  worm  bait,  and  at  Auldsgirth  very  fair  sport  was 
obtained.  At  Sanquhar  there  was  an  improvement,  but 
the  angling  has  not  been  giving  Bati^faotion  in  that  dis- 
trict owing  to  river  pollution. — Bobdeb  Esk. — Last 
week  the  sport  was  much  below  the  average,  amongst 
the  most  successful  being  Mr.  McMillan,  Mr.  Swain,  Mr. 
E.  Eeid,  Mr.  Telford,  and  Mr.  J.  Bell.  The  flood  of  Monday 
allowed  bait-fishers  to  have  an  innings,  when  some  fair 
catches  were  made.— Ateshibe  Lochs  and  Steeams. 
— Sport  on  the  Ayrshire  lochs  has  much  declined,  and 
trout  on  Lochs  Doon  and  Finlas  are  falling  off  in  condi- 
tion compared  with  those  caught  a month  ago.  There 
are  still  some  capital  trout  in  the  Finlas  Loch  ; but  they 
have  not  been  rising  well  this  week  owing  to  the  broken 
weather.  The  heavy  rains  of  Sunday  and  Monday  have 
improved  the  local  streams,  and  in  a day  or  two  fly- 
fishing should  be  of  better  account.  Fair  catches  of 
yellow  trout  were  caught  with  worm  bait  yesterday. — 
The  Galloway  Eivebs. — Fair  sport  has  been  obtained 
in  rivers  of  Galloway.  Capital  baskets  of  herling 
were  had  with  worm  bait,  and  a number  of  sea-trout  fell 
to  the  rods.  In  the  Fleet  local  anglers  did  fairly  well. 
The  Dee  in  Kirkcudbrightshire  upheld  its  reputation, 
and  several  nice  baskets  were  had  on  the  different 
stretches. — Solway  Eivebs. — There  have  been  great 
runs  of  salmon  since  Monday  in  the  Solway.  On  Monday 
morning  at  one  shoot  of  a drift  net  the  owner  had  a 
catch  of  autumn  salmon  that  brought  him  over  ,£40. 
One  whammel  boat  caught  forty-two  salmon  in  a tide, 
another  twenty-eight,  and  several  had  twenty-five, 
eighteen,  &c.  Out  of  about  forty  fishing  boats,  only  two 
returned  to  their  moorings  without  salmon. — Heatheb- 
BELL. 


Spey. — The  river  is  still  very  low,  and  fish  refuse  to  be 
lured  ; even  finnock,  of  which  there  has  been  a good  run, 
are  only  occasionally  in  the  mood  for  looking  at  any- 
thing. An  angler  fishing  for  finnock  recently  found  the 
parr  rising  so  readily  to  his  fly  that  he  had  to  give  it 
up.  On  the  Ballindalloch  water  Mr.  James  Watt,  fisher- 
man to  Sir  George  Macpherson-Grant,  killed  a salmon 
of  151b.,  and  on  the  Knockando  House  water,  on  the 
same  day,  Mr.  Bertram  Lethbridge  had  two  grilse,  41b. 
and  51b.,  and  the  Eev.  Mr.  Barton  one  of  51b.  Of  late, 
more  especially  during  July,  the  Silver  Doctor,  in  size 
from  half  an  inch  to  three-quarters,  has  proved  a good 
killing  fly.  The  other  evening  Mrs.  Stewart- Menzies 
had  a nice  basket  of  finnock  on  the  Aikenway  water. 
The  last  week  but  one  of  the  salmon  net-fishing  on  the 
adjacent  coast  and  rivers  was  favoured  with  good 
weather,  so  that  the  fishing  was  well  maintained.  With 
the  removal  of  the  nets,  prospects  should  be  brighter. — 

J.  M. 

Tongue,  Sutherland. — Owing  to  fine  settled 

weather  angling  is  keeping  very  well  up.  following 
being  last  week’s  takes  ; — Aug.  14th.  Mr.  Greig,  Ply- 
mouth, in  Loch  Craygill,  nine  brown  trout,  41b.  ; Mr. 
King,  Eastbourne,  on  Loch  Loyal,  one  Salmo  ferox, 
61b.,  and  one  brown  trout,  l|lb. ; Mr.  Eigden,  Faversham, 
on  Loch  Loyal,  five  trout,  71b.  ; Mrs.  Grey,  Aberdeen, 
on  Kyle,  three  sea  trout,  7)lb. ; Mr.  Eawlinson,  London, 
on  Kyle,  six  sea  trout,  101b.  : Mr.  Cooke,  London,  on 
Kyle,  three  sea  trout,  41b.  15th.  Dr.  Pbillipps,  Faver- 

sham, on  Kyle,  one  salmon,  51b. ; Mr.  King,  on  Loch 
Loyal,  one  brown  trout,  21b.  ; Mr.  Eigden,  on  Kyle,  four 
sea  trout,  7Jlb.  ; Messrs.  Eawlinson,  on  Loch  Loyal, 
eighteen  trout,  71b.  16th.  Mr.  King,  on  Kyle,  one  sea 
trout,  21b. ; Dr.  Phillipps,  on  Loch  Loyal,  five  trout, 
31b.  17th.  Mr.  Eigden,  on  Kyle,  six  sea  trout,  8ilb.  ; 

Mr.  Eawlinson,  on  Kyle,  five  sea  trout,  91b.  18th. 
Mr.  Eawlinson,  on  Loch  Loyal,  fifteen  trout,  61b.  ; Sir 
and  Lady  T.  Brodie,  Bart.,  Edinburgh,  on  Kyle,  one  sea 
trout,  51b.,  and  three  nice  sea  trout ; Messrs.  Greig,  on 
Loch  Loyal,  61b.  brown  trout.  19th.  Mr.  Eawlinson, 
on  Kyle,  three  sea  trout,  4Jlb.  ; Mr.  Chetwode,  London, 
on  Kyle,  two  sea  trout,  51b.  ; Mr.  King,  on  Loch  Craggie, 
three  brown  trout,  51b.  ; Mr.  Eigden,  on  Loch  Loyal, 
one  ferox,  71b.,  and  two  brown  trout,  3lb. — A.  Hemus. 

Tweed,  &c. — The  long-looked-for  flood  has  at  length 
come,  and  anglers  on  Tweedside  have  been  made  to 
rejoice.  This  all  changed  on  Sunday  evening,  when 
there  were  signs  of  the  Tweed  being  on  the  move, 
and  later  in  the  evening  the  river  began  to  rise 
slowly  but  perceptibly.  The  waters  continued  to 
rise  until  Monday,  and  during  the  day  the  gauge  st 
Kelso  Bridge  registered  3Jft.  of  flood  water.  The 
flood  has  done  excellent  work  and  generally  opened  up 
capital  prospects  for  anglers.  By  Monday  evening  trout 
anglers  were  out,  and  since  then  large  numbers  have 
been  “ on  the  job,”  and  large  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
killed  by  the  bait  fishers.  As  a rule  the  weight  of  the 
dishes  of  trout  killed  have  ranged  from  3Jlb.  up  to  541b., 
but  in  some  cases  as  much  as  81b.  were  got,  while  a 
splendid  basket  of  trout  was  killed  by  Mr.  E.  Ormiston, 
Haybank  House,  Kelso,  which  was  over  101b.  in  weight. 
Up  to  Thursday  rain  fell  more  or  less,  but  the  rivers 
have  not  been  raised  further,  and  should  the  rain  now 
hold  off,  fly-fishers  will  have  their  innings.  The  spate 
had  a good  effect  upon  the  salmon  net  fishings  in  the 
Tweed,  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  continue,  as  the  season, 
so  far,  has  been  a very  bad  one  for  the  lessees.  On 
Monday  and  Tuesday  large  hauls  of  salmon  and  grilse 
and  sea-trout  were  made  at  many  of  the  stations,  more 
especially  those  near  to  the  sea  coast.  At  Crabwater 
Station,  Berwick,  thirty-five  fish  were  got  at  one  haul, 
and  fifty-eight  were  got  at  Tweedmouth,  also  at  one  haul 
of  the  nets. — Maxwhbel. 

Tthan.  — The  prevalence  of  thunder  and  rough 
weather  has  interfered  with  sport.  Among  others 
fishing  during  past  few  days  from  Udny  Arms  Hotel 
may  he  mentioned ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Geo.  Davidson, 
Messrs.  Crisp,  Middleton,  Barnett,  and  Holmes,  Capt. 
Low  and  Mr.  Butler,  Mr.  Murray.  Mr.  A.  Smith,  Col. 
Brown,  J.  C.  Frank,  and  Mr.  Jas.  Pirie.  Grilse  fishing 
this  season  is  a complete  failure  here.  -G.  N. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (East  Tyrone).— The  flax  water  is 
yet  in  evidence,  but  by  the  end  of  the  week  will  be 
gone.  Thirty -three  salmon  crossed  Coagh  Weir  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday. 

Clady,  Gweedore  (Co.  Donegal).— The  Clady  is 
in  better  form  since  the  rain.  One  gentleman  stopping 
in  the  Gweedore  Hotel  killed  three  salmon  and  one  sea- 
trout  on  the  15th  inst. 

Corrib  (Galway). — The  river  is  rising,  and,  with 
it,  the  prospects  of  angling.  A few  anglers  are  at  the 
local  hotels,  but  of  course  very  little  is  being  done. 
The  present  month  is  reckoned  a good  one  for  angling, 
but  it  has  been  a failure  this  season  through  the  great 

drought.  ^ iv 

Dungloe  Lakes  (B.osses,  co.  Donegal).— For  the 
past  few  days  angling  has  been  fair  on  tnese  lakes. 

Erne.— Since  last  report  sport  has  been  very  poor, 
and  only  a few  fish  taken.  Trout  fishing  also  shows  a 
great  falling  off.  Owing  to  the  recent  heavy  rains,  the 
waters  are  very  high,  and  better  sport  will  be  had  when 
it  fines  down  a little. — M.  E. 

Glencar  Lake  (co.  Sligo).— The  prospects  of 
angling  are  improved  as  the  lake  has  received  a lot  of 
water  from  its  tributaries,  it  being  low  previously.  The 
lake  is  well  stocked  just  now  with  freshly-run  sea-trout, 
plenty  of  brown  trout,  and  some  salmon.  Among  the 
visitors  angling  at  Glencar  Lodge  are  Mr.  Owen  Wynne 
and  Captain  Morris,  Sligo,  and  Mr.  Houston,  Orange- 
field,  Belfast. — J-  B. 
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“ lioug-h.  Callow  (co.  Sligo).  -Argling  is  improving. 
Mr.  D.  VV  Mills  and  his  brother  had  fourteen  nic3  trout 
on  the  19th  inst  . and  Mr  Hammond  landed  a beauty  of 
lOUb. — a very  nice  S.  fero:i\ 

IiOUgli  Conn. — Angling  is  better  in  the  past  few 
' days,  the  be.st  fi»h  of  the  season  being  a 13|lb.  trout, 
killed  by  Col.  Halkett  (Foxford  Hotel). — J.  B. 

Iiough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).  — 
Sport  continues  unsatisfactory  on  the  whole.  Mr. 
"Sitnms  has  taken  ten  white  and  six  brown  trout  on 
favourable  days.  Other  anglers  out  included  Mr.  Jones, 
Major  Cresswell,  Mr.  J.  E.  Brunet,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Eobertson,  Major  Hartley,  Captain  and  Mrs.  Ussher, 
Mr.  Watts,  Doctor  Savage,  Mr.  Becker,  Dr.  Coates,  Mr. 
Merry  wtather,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Langsdale,  Mr.  Watts,  Mr, 
Cromer,  and  Mr  Simms,  The  baskets  obtained  by  those 
mentioned  varied  from  a couple  of  white  trout  to  seven, 
.with  about  the  same  number  of  brown  trout.  Captain 
Ussher  on  one  day  landed  a 121b.  salmon.  The  heaviest 
-brown  trout  (4J11>.)  was  brought  to  boat  by  Mr.  Becker. 
Weather  continues  wild,  with  occasional  heavy  rain. — 
F.  J Dennehy. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — We 

have  had  uncanny  weather  for  the  last  fortnight,  which 
■will  afciunt  for  the  badness  of  sport  on  river  and  lake. 
Every  now  and  then  a grilse  or  handsome  dish  of  trout 
have  been  accounted  for  by  our  English  visitors.  Mr. 
A.  S.  Hay  killed  a freshly  run  grilse  of  8flb.,  and  a good 
.manysia  and  river  trout  up  to  lib.  and  l^lb.  Mr.  E. 
Allan  Hay  had  a grilse  of  41b.,  besides  several  baskets  of 
lovelv  sea  and  brown  trout.  Mr.  G.  F.  and  Mr.  G.  T. 
Campbell  have  also  creeled  goodly  numbers  of  fine  trout. 
There  is  a fine  stock  of  salmon,  grilse,  and  trout  in  the 
river  here,  and  anglers  should  fare  well  for  the  next  two 
.months.  All  the  preserved  waters  on  both  sides  of  the 
river  have  been  secured  by  English  sportsmen  up  to  the 
last  da.v  of  the  season. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Westmeatli  L'-kes  (Mullingar).— Anglers  have 
been  sadly  disappointed  in  the  autumn  or  harvest  fish- 
.ing.  Good  sport  had  been  anticipated,  especially  with 
the  natural  fly  or  “Daddy  Longlegs,  which  are  in 
.myriads  everywhere  over  the  fields  and  moors,  but  the 
, weather  has  spoiled  all  hopes  of  enjoyment.  Even 
grouse  shooting  is  unsatisfactory  as  birds  are  wild  and 
abnoi  mally  strong  on  the  wing.-  -T.  .T.  W. 


CAN  FISH  HEAR? 

Mb.  F.  Matheb,  in  Gameland,  says  : — 

“ In  reply  to  your  correspondent  who  asks,  ‘ Have 
* fishes  ears  ? Do  fishes  hear  r If  so,  where  are  their  ears 
located  H ’ one  might  reply  ‘ Yes  ’ to  the  two  first  and  ‘ In 
the  head  ’ to  the  third  query,  but  that  would  not  satisfy 
him,  and  I will  say,  first,  as  to  the  ears,  these  are  not  so 
much  in  evidence  as  those  of  a jack  rabbit,  nor  even 
the  ‘ wings  ’ of  a mule,  nor  are  they  to  be  seen  like  the 
tjmpani  of  the  frog,  just  abaft  his  peepers,  but  if  we 
feel  back  of  his  eyes  we  can,  in  most  ti,shes,  feel  a bony 
■case.  Cut  this  open  and  find  a sac  filled  with  a fluid 
and  containing  the  ‘ lucky  bones,’  which  in  the  cod  are 
laige,  and,  if  carried  in  the  pocket  long  enough  are  sure 
to  I ring  good  luck.  The  combination  is  worked  from 
the  inside,  through  the  nostrils,  mouth,  or  other  orifice. 
It  has  been  said  by  good  authority,  ‘ He  that  hath  ears 
let  him  hear.’  Therefore  as  we  know  that  the  fish  has 
these  organs  no  one  should  object  to  his  using  them, 
under  proper  restrictions. 

“ We  might  naturally  ask  ‘ What  can  it  hear?’  and 
there  we  are  not  so  positive.  The  ear  of  a fish  is  not  as 
well  developed  as  ours  (perhaps  it  need  not  be),  but  we 
never  bear  any  complaints  from  them  on  this  score. 
Sounds  made  in  the  water  nearby  may  be  heard,  perhaps 
not  the  sounds  of  a cod,  but  mayhap  the  splash  of  an 
oar,  or  of  fish  leaping  lor  flies. 

“ Fi.-'hes  have  ears  more  or  less  developed  ; the  lowest 
■ kind  of  cartilageuous  fishes  have  not  the  ear  bones 
(otoliths),  but  merely  the  sac  with  nerves  spread  on  the 
inner  membrane.” 


NEW  PATENTS. 

, The  following  is  a list  of  piscatorial  patents,  which  is 
6up(  lied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
Registered  Patent  Agents,  and  Attorneys  for  British, 
Colonial,  and  Foreign  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade 
Marks,  76,  Chancery-lane,  Holborn,  W,C,  All  inquiries 
answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers  ; 

Application  fob  Patents, 

15,683.  G.  Brunet-Debaines,  of  London,  for  improve- 
ments in  artificial  fishing  bait. 

Patents  Published. 

9,002.  G.  Sheard,  of  43,  Tresillian-terrace,  Cardiff, 
fi  r improvements  in  and  connected  with 
“bollards”  or  rope  guide  pulleys  for  use  in 
trawling  vessels  and  other  purposes. 

12  231.  E.  Oliver,  of  56,  Gardener’s-lane,  Putney, 
Surrey,  for  an  improved  joint  for  fishing-rods, 
chimney-cleaning  rods,  and  like  purposes. 


•‘lIlh.KI'JS  A CHII-JL  AMONH  YE  TAKIN'  NOTES,  AN’  FAITH 
He  i.l  Print  'em,’’  has  now  become  a saying  so  familiar  that  no 
apo  ogy  need  be  made  for  introducing  it;  especially  as  it  is 
iniiniately  associated  with  the  Press,  wliich  has  helped  in  iiublish- 
ing  ibc  value  of  Holloway  s Pills  and  Ointment.  ••  The  chiel  that 
hoi  been  tukin’  notiss"  for  the  past  Dfiy  years  of  the  cures 
effeciid  by  tliese  wonderful  remedies,  has  frequently  informed 
the  public  tbat  llicy  liave  no  equal.  He  has  noted  where  they 
have  been  succcsslu!  when  other  medicines  failed,  and  he 
has  been  particular  m stating  that  at  this  period  of  the  year 
tlicy  are  especially  usclul,  as  they  cure  or  relieve  dysentery, 
diarrhoea,  all  stomach  and  bowel  disorders,  bile,  and  indigestion. 


A GAMY  WEAKFISH. 

That  chunky  little  white  bass  out  in  White  Lake, 
Mich.,  may  have  had  a good  time  towing  that  26dol.  rig 
down  to  the  outlet  three  miles  and  a half,  as  related  in 
the  April  6 issue  ; but  the  weakfish,  of  which  a gentle- 
man of  the  Teutonic  persuasion  told  me  over  on  Bedloe's 
Island  last  fall  could  give  him  long  odds,  both  on  time 
and  distance,  and  still  beat  him  out  of  sight. 

Three  of  us,  strangers  to  each  other,  were  whiling 
away  the  afternoon  in  sweet  communion,  for  the  bass 
left  our  blood-worms  severely  alone,  and  it  came  the 
turn  of  the  jolly-faced  son  of  Germany  to  speak.  Said  he  : 

“ I had  a yoonk  vrent  vot  vos  shoost  marriet,  unt  von 
day  he  goes  by  Brincess  Pay  mit  a new  rot  unt  a new 
reel  unt  eferydings  new.  Veil,  so  soon  he  vos  get 
rigged  oop  unt  he  lay  hee.s  rot  agross  te  boat  so  he  lighd 
bees  pipe,  be  gits  sooch  a shtrike  vot  dakes  dot  rot  unt 
eferydings  in  te  vorter  unt  he  don’d  see  it  some  more. 
Veil,  den  he  vos  so  mad  he  say  no  more  he  goes  vishing  ; 
but  he  goes  borne  by  bis  vife  und  he  tells  her  : ‘ I vos 
tone.  No  more  I goes  vishing.  Do-morrow  vos  Sunday. 
Veil,  vere  you  vant  go?  Verefer  you  say  you  vant  go, 
ve  go  by  dot  blace.’ 

“ Unt  she  say  ; ‘ Veil  ve  go  by  Gooney’s  Islant.’  So 
tey  go  by  Gooney’s  Islant,  unt  he  say  : ‘ Veil,  vot  you 
vant  do?  ’ unt  she  say  dey  dakes  leedle  shvim.  Den  dey 
goes  in  der  vorter  niit  she  vos  goot  sohvimmer  unt  she 
schvims  righd  out.  Boody  soons  he  hear  her  say : Gome 
kervick  mit  dot  boats  ! Somedings  vos  got  me  ! ’ unt  he 
schvims  out  unt  vetch  her  in. 

“ Den  she  say  somedings  vos  all  dangled  oop  mit  her 
veet,  unt  dey  vind  vishline  dere.  Bulls  oop  not  vishline 
unt  owid  gomes  pig  veakfish  ! 

“ ‘Hi  yah  1 ’ she  say,  ‘dot’s  my  vish.  I getch  me 
dot  vish  ! 

‘ Holt  on,’  he  say.  ‘ ve  see  vot  ish  on  oder  end  of  dees 
line.’ 

“ Bulls  leedle  more,  unt  oop  gomes  bees  fery  same  rot 
vot  he  lose  by  Brincess  Pay  yesterday  I ' Py  chimineddy,’ 
he  say,  ‘ dot’s  my  vish  1 I getch  me  dot  vish  by  Brincess 
Pay  yesterday  ! ’ 

“ Unt  sure  enough,  fon  Brincess  Pay  Saturday,  all 
devile  by  (iooney’s  Islant  Sunday.  ” — O.  in  Forest  and 
Stream. 


Great  Run  of  Salmon  in  the  Solway. — On 
Monday,  and  again  on  Tuesday,  there  were  great  runs 
of  autumn  salmon  in  the  Solway.  There  were  as  many 
salmon  caught  in  these  two  days  as  for  the  past  two 
months  put  together.  Heavy  catches  were  had  in  the 
stake  nets,  and  the  drift-net  boats  had  grand  hauls.  One 
boat  had  over  forty  salmon  in  a tide. 

At  the  Taw  and  Torridge  Fishery  Conservators’ 
meeting  at  Barnstaple  recently,  Mr.  Ashton  drew 
attention  to  the  fact  that  a case  brought  before  the 
Torrington  magistrate,  at  the  instigation  of  the 
board,  bad  been  treated  very  leniently,  the  defendant 
being  let  off  with  the  nominal  fine  of  one  shilling. 
Consequently  the  board  was  much  out  of  pocket  by 
bringing  the  man  to  justice.  Another  prosecution  was 
ordered  in  the  same  district,  and  Mr.  Henderson 
suggested  that  it  should  be  brought  before  the  County 
bench.— Blr.  Fry,  of  Wear  Gifford  Mill,  attended,  and 
refused  the  board  permission  to  erect  a grating  a't  the 
tail  of  bis  mill.  He  also  requested  the  board  to  remove 
the  grating  at  the  head  weir,  as  they  bad  not  kept  it 
clear  according  to  promise,  and  he  had  been  put  to  con- 
siderable annual  expense  thereby. — The  clerk  said  the 
board  was  powerless  to  refuse,  and  it  was  resolved, 
therefore,  that  the  work  be  done. 

Trout  are  being  caught  by  the  waggon  load  at  Lake 
Terrell  and  other  portions  of  Whatcom  County  ( America), 
and  in  many  cases  the  methods  employed  are  of  the  pot- 
hunting  kind.  A board  or  plank  lOl't.  or  1. 5ft,  long  is 
bronght  into  use,  and  on  each  side  of  the  plank  lines  and 
flies  are  attached.  This  machine  is  fastened  to  a boat, 
and  by  an  arrangement  of  the  ropes  it  is  shot  out  to  one 
side  of  the  boat  and  does  not  follow  in  its  wake.  The 
fish  seize  the  flies  with  avidity,  and  in  this  way  are 
taken  by  scores  at  each  haul. 

“ I WAS  never  proud  of  my  handwriting  at  any  period 
of  my  life,”  says  tbat  ever  genial  writer,  A.  N.  Cheney,  in 
Forest  and  Stream,  “ and  the  printer  and  I have  a perfect 
understanding  about  it.  He  reads  what  he  can,  and 
guesses  what  the  words  may  mean  tbat  he  cannot  read, 
and  I am  constantly  surprised  that  he  proves  to  be  such 
a good  guesser.  A few  weeks  ago,  when  I wrote  in  one 
of  my  notes  in  this  journal  ‘ common  ringed  perch,’ 
and  the  printer  made  it  ‘ winged  perch,’  I was  sur- 
prised, not  tbat  be  made  winged  out  of  ringed,  for  we 
do  have  flying  fish,  but  that  he  did  not  make  ‘ com- 
mon ’ read"  celestial,  so  that  we  could  have  bad  a 
celestial  winged  perch.  I have  not  kicked  when  black 
bass  has  been  printed  ‘ beach  bass,’  but  I would 
have  kicked  had  the  printer  made  it  basswood 
bass.  I do  not  object  seriously  to  having  ‘ codfish  ’ 
printed  cat-fish,  except  that  iii  tho  instance  where  the 
printer  made  the  transformation,  the  statement  was 
true  as  to  codfish  and  untrue  as  to  cat-fish.  I do  not 
object  to  having  ‘ both  fish  ’ reconstructed  into  bait 
fish,  for,  although  it  destroyed  the  sense  of  the  sentence, 
a reader  who  is  a good  guesser  would  guess  that  the 
word  ‘bait’  meant  both.  In  fact,  I would  not  object 
—would  not  dare  object— at  anything  that  the  printer 
might  make  out  of  my  writing  as  long  as  ho  confines  him- 
self to  what  lam  supposed  to  say, but  when  he  monkeys 
with  what  I quote  some  other  fellow  as  saying,  I am 
obliged  to  kick,  otherwise  the  other  fellow  would  tell 
me  nothing  more.” 


Eepotts  from  Clubs 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  {to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morningf.  Thursday  night’s  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  morning.  Address  “ Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,” 
marked  “Club  Report”  outside  envelope. 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE. 

Mb.  Ghubney,  secretary  of  the  Anglers’  Association, 
sends  us  the  following  important  notice  respecting  the 
new  fisheries  rented  by  the  Anglers’  Association:  “In 
reply  to  numerous  inquiries  the  members  will  be  en- 
titled to  fish  the  Langford  Hall  waters,  near  Malden, 
Essex,  on  and  after  Sept.  ‘29  next ; and  the  South  Wey- 
land  Farm  waters  (River  Mole),  at  Esher  Bridge,  on  and 
after  Saturday  next,  Aug.  26  (to-day).  This  fishery  is 
about  one  mile  from  Esher  Station,  South-Western 
Railway.  

Anglers’  Association. —The  delegates  met  on  Mon- 
day last,  the  21st  inst..  under  the  chairmanship  of  its 
vice-president,  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett.  The  proceedings  of 
the  last  general  and  the  renting  and  preservation  com- 
mittees were  duly  read  to  the  meeting,  the  latter 
being  of  considerable  interest  and  importance  to  the 
whole  of  the  members.  Mr.  Murphy  reiiorted  that  after 
very  carefully  investigating  the  late  reported  netting  of 
the  Start,  he  had  discovered  there  was  absolutely  no 
truth  in  the  matter,  and  that  friends  should  be  carefnl 
not  to  give  hearsay  evidence.  Mr.  Manning  laid 
•several  estimates  for  a large  net  from  different  firms- 
before  the  meeting.  The  net  required  is  100  yards 
long  and  12  feet  deep,  and  should  he  in  three 
pieces  that  can  readfly  he  joined  together.  After 
some  discussion  it  was  resolved  to  leave  the  matter  in 
the  hands  of  the  Renting  and  Preservation  Committee 
to  carry  out.  The  W^althamstow  Brothers  Angling 
Society,  meeting  at  the  Essex  Arms,  Forest  Road. 
Walthamstow,  were  duly  enrolled  after  their  sizes  or 
takable  fish  had  been  ascertained ; they  start  with 
twenty-one  members.  Mr.  R.  Ghurney  stated  the  rail- 
way fare  by  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  line  to  St.  Ive& 
had  been  raised  for  especial  reasons  connected  with  the 
Great  Northern  Railway  Company,  and  that  he  would 
give  full  particulars  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  this  week. 
The  Renting  and  Preservation  Committee  recommended 
that  the  society  should  not  renew  its  lease  of  Flanders 
Weir  Fishery.  Along  discussion  ensued  ; an  amendment 
by  Mr.  Close  that  we  endeavour  to  obtain  a new 
lease  on  more  favourable  terms  was  negatived, 
and  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 
The  committee  advised  that  the  association  should  take 
Langford  Hall  Fishery,  near  Maldon,  lately  known  as 
Barrett’s  Fishery.  From  Mr.  Field’s  description  of  the 
water  it  appeared  to  be  exactly  what  was  required.  The 
vote  for  same  was  unanimous.  Trains  will  stop  for 
anglers  at  Langford,  which  is  close  to  the  water,  if 
desired.  Fishing  to  commence  on  September  29.  The 
committee  further  recommended  the  taking  of  a stretch 
of  water  on  the  Mole,  at  Esher,  which  was  also 
carried.  Angling  can  commence  at  once.  Mr.  Thorling, 
visiting  officer,  reported  that  he  had  attended  at  the 
North  London  Angling  Society,  w'here  sixteen  clubs 
were  represented ; Mr.  Armstrong  had  attended  the 
St.  George’s,  where  only  four  clubs  had  representatives. 
The  roll  showed  that  sixty-five  clubs  were  represented. 
The  meeting  closed  at  a late  hour  with  the  usual  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chair. — Hon.  Reporter. 

Anglers’  Association  (No.  1,  Eastern  District). 
— The  next  return  visit  on  the  above  list  will  be  to  the 
Havelock  Angling  Society,  “ Good  Intent,”  Mowlem- 
street,  Bishop’s-road,  Cambridge  Heath,  on  Monday 
next,  Aug.  28,  when  I hope  there  will  be  a good 
attendande.— G.  Manning. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society. — Since  my  last 
report,  I beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  10s.  6d., 
donation  from  Mark  Wheeler,  Walworth  Waltoniaiis 
Angling  Society.— R.  Ghurney. 

Albert.— Since  my  last  report  Mr.  F.  Totbern  has  had 
roach  and  perch  ; Mr.  W.  H.  Bryant,  bream,  roach,  and 
dace.  Mr.  McLaughlin  was  elected  a working  member, 
and  another  one  proposed.  I shall  be  glad  if  members 
will  turn  up  next  Wednesday  to  decide  our  next  match. 
— W.  H.  Bryant. 

Allason  United  Brothers.— On  the  23rd  inst.  twa 
working  members  were  proposed.  Messrs.  W.  Smith 
and  Stokes  gave  their  report  as  delegates  from/ 
the  Anglers’  Association,  and  gave  great  satisfaction. 
Our  first  outing  byroad  will  take  place  on  Sept.  ‘2,  to  the 
new  water  at  Esher.  The  conveyances  leave  the  club- 
house at  12.30  (midnight)  ; all  to  muster  at  12  a.m. 
Fares  by  these  conveyances  are  2s.  each,  and  we  have 
room  for  a few  members  holding  Anglers’  Association 
tickets.  Those  who  intend  going  must  deposit  the  2s. 
and  names  on  or  before  Aug.  30,  to  B.  Abrahams,  2*5,. 
Silver-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate,  or  at  clubhouse  on. 
Aug.  30.  Mr.  E.  Cook,  of  the  Brickmakers’  Anns, 
Slough,  intends  having  another  competition  (free)  in 
September,  for  a series  of  prizes.  All  fish  to  weigh,  bar 
eels  ; two  rods  allowed. 

Alma.— On  the  20th  inst.  the  following  weighed-in  ; 
Messrs.  S.  Cutbusb,  J.  Drew,  H.  Seymour,  W.  Stewart, 
and  W.  Hopping.  On  Tuesday  several  prizes  were 
added  to  our  prize  list,  given  by  the  following  gentle- 
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men:  Mr.  Jowoll,  Mr.  James  Cook,  Mr.  Shank  ami  one 
«aoh  trom  our  hoHt  anti  hostess,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jlird.  (j. 

MAFiRIUTT.  , . • ~ , 

Amicable  Brothers.- On  the  20th  mst.  wo  fished 
our  outing  at  Amberley.  but  only  two  i)rizos  were  taken 
by  Messrs.  Foster  and  Harding.  On  the  27th  wo  nsb 
off  the  remaining  throe  prizes  at  Ware,  from  the  bridge 
to  Ware  Park  Mill,  to  start  fishing  on  arrival  liy  first 
train.  We  have  vacancies  for  a few  eligible  members. 

E.  G.  Hutchins.  . 

Amicable  Excelsior.  — On  the  2imi  mst 
fished  our  friendly  contest  for  a supper,  and  AJ  ds. 
in  prizes  iiresentod  by  the  following  : Mr.  Holmes, 

White  Horse,  Woking  village,  =tl  Is.  ; Mr.  A'mft, 
Prince  Arthur,  Battersea,  iil  Is.  ; Battersea  Friend- 
lies, J1  la.  Mr.  Cox,  of  the  B.F.,  also  added 
2s. 'to  the  first  prizes,  when,  after  a very  enjoy- 
able and  closely-contested  match,  the  Amicables 
proved  the  victors,  by  a little  over  Hb.  in  weight. 
The  prize-winners  are  as  follows  : Mr.  Oocyer. 

A.E.  1st-  Mr.  Bell,  A. B.,  2nd;  Mr.  Dodds,  B.F.,  3rd  ; 

Mr  Bond’  A.E.,4th;Mr.  Ancliffe,  B.F.,  5th ; Mr.  Bailey, 
AE  6th-  Mr.  Turner,  A.E.,  7th;  Mr.  Westbroom, 

B F ’ 8th-  Mr.  Lane,  A.B.,  9th;  Mr.  Johnson,  B.F., 
idth’;  Mr.  Glosher,  B.F.,  11th.  The  supper  will  take 
place  at  the  Amicable’s  club  house  on  Monday,  Sep- 
tember 11,  at  8.30  prompt.  Our  next  club  match  will 
take  place  in  the  Medway,  from  Wateringbury  Bridge  to 
East  Farleigb  Bridge  ; tow-path  only.  On  the  20th  inst. 
Mr.  Lovett  weigbed-in  lO^lb.  of  bream  and  barbel.— J . 

Anchor  and  Hope.— On  the  20th  inst.  the  membps 
competed  in  a roving  match  for  four  prizes,  the  following 
being  the  winners  : 1st.  Mr.  T.  Simpkins  ; 2nd.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Smith;  3rd,  Mr.  Bodell ; 4th,  Mr.  H.  Palmer.  On 
Sept.  3rd  we  fish  for  eight  prizes  in  a punt  match  at 
Twickenham,  starting  from  the  Two  Sawyers.  Intend- 
ing competitors  must  give  their  names  to  the  secretary 
not  later  than  Wednesday  next.— D.  Davis. 

Anglers’  Pride. — We  had  a good  show  of  fish  on 
our  trays  on  the  20th  inst.,  most  of  them  coming  from 
Amberley.  We  fish  our  monthly  prizes  on  Sept.  3,  at 
Amberley,  when  I hope  to  see  a good  muster.  Members 
not  having  paid  in  for  Skegness  fund  please  do  so  at 
once.— J.  H.  Tucker  „ . .. 

Battersea  Priendly.— The  friendly  outing  with  the 
Amicable  Excelsior  took  place  on  the  20th  inst.,  at 
Woking,  for  a supper  and  three  guineas.  The  prize- 
are  given  in  the  Amicable  report.  Messrs. 
Jones,  A.E.,  and  Antcliffe,  B.F.,  acted  as  peggers  out, 
and  gave  entire  satisfaction.  Messrs.  Jones  and  W. 
Johnson  acted  as  stewards  The  contest  was  carried 
out  in  the  most  friendly  spirit,  and  hopes  were  ex- 
pressed that  another  such  day’s  enjoyment  would  soon 
follow.  The  supper  will  take  place  at  the  Prince  Arthur 

on  Sept.ll.— Geo.  Mumpobd. 

Battersea  United  Piscatorials.  — On  the  23rd 
inst.,  Mr.  E.  Wilson  weighed-in  241b.  l^oz.  barbel,  and 
Mr  'a.  Jury,  who  accompanied  him,  succeeded  in 
capturing  about  121b.  of  barbel.  Members  are  informed 
that,  owing  to  extensive  alterations  taking  place  at  our 
clubhouse,  the  arrangements  for  our  competition  have 
been  postponed  for  a short  time.  Mr.  J.  Ellis  has  been 
elected  on  the  committee. — A.  Trowbridge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers.  — Only  two  member 
weighed-in  fish  on  the  20th  inst.— Mr.  J.  Smith,  roach 
and  bream,  and  T.  Warman,  roach  and  bream  (gross 
weight  261b.). — A.  Conn.  , 

Black&iars.— Since  last  report  the  following  have 
weighed-in  : Mr.  Wheelhouse,  roach  (largest  llh.  lljoz  ); 
Mr.  Downes,  bream  and  roach  (largest  11b.  8oz.)  ; Mr.  C. 
Aaron,  tench,  and  Mr.  F.  Barker,  roach.  We  fish  a 
match  at  St.  Margaret’s  on  Sept.  4 Our  dinner  outing 
has  been  postponed  till  next  month.  Will  secretines 
please  note  that  we  have  a visit  on  the  S.L.U.V.L.  on 
Monday,  Sept.  11,  when  I hope  to  see  every  society  on 
the  list  represented. — J.  Foster. 

Bomore.— Since  my  last  report  I am  very  pleased  to 
say  we  have  had  some  good  shows  of  fish.  Mr.  Stone, 
Mr.  Griffiths,  Mr.  J.  Ball,  and  Mr.  H.  Shew,  have  bad 
good  shows  of  roach,  dace,  and  bream.  On  the  13th  inst. 
Mr.  Griffiths  weigbed-in  a brace  of  jack,  winning  Mr. 
Batstone’s  prize  of  10s.  for  the  first  jack  weighed-in  during 
season.  Thursday,  Sept.  7,  will  be  quarterly  night  and 
also  a special  meeting. — F.  Staniford. 

Bostonian.— Our  outing  to  Pangbourne  was  a very 
successful  one,  the  members  thoroughly  enjoying  them- 
selves. 'The  result  of  the  competition  was  as  follows  : 
Mr.  West  winning  first  prize  ; Mr.  Lawson,  second ; 
Mr!  J.  Hoare,  third  ; Mr.  Eoxbie,  fourth.  We  have 
had  some  grand  bream  shown  by  Mr.  J.  Everett  (heaviest 
41b.  8oz);  Mr.  Brown,  roach  ; Mr.  West,  roach  (heaviest 
11b.)  andperch.  We  have  forwarded  £l  8s.  towards  the 
Skegness  relief  fund. — J.  H. 

Brompton.— Since  last  Wednesday  some  very  nice 
shows  of  fish  have  been  brought  up  to  the  club.  Mr. 
Avis,  bream  up  to  3jlb.  each;  Messrs.  E.  and  F.  Briggs, 
perch  ; Mr.  Davis,  bream,  roach,  and  perch  ; Mr.  Alcock, 
roach.’  Mr.  Brown  weighed-in  281b.  of  roach.  Mr.  Avis 
has  obtained  permission  for  the  members  of  the  club  to 
fish  a piece  of  private  water  on  the  Medway. — H.  R. 

Bruns-wick  Brothers.— On  the  20th  inst.  the  follow- 
ing members  weighed-in: — Mr.  B.  Bissell,  bream;  C. 
Hart,  bream  ; C.  Wilson,  bream  and  roach  ; T.  Watkins, 
roach  and  chub;  C.  Parmenter,  bream;  W.  Short, 
bream;  B.  Lees,  bream;  N.  Lees,  jun.,  bream;  C. 
Litson.  jack.  A general  meeting  will  be  held  on  Tues- 
day, Aug.  29,  to  discuss  important  business.— J. 
Watkins.  . 

Caledonian. — Our  annual  outing  and  dinner  took 
place  on  Thursday,  the  17th  inst.,  at  Mr.  Cousin’s,  Eight 
Bells,  Bures.  As  usual  the  dinner  was  all  that  could 
be  desired,  and  everything  passed  off  to  the  a itisf action 


of  all  concerned.  Although  the  water  was  too  bright  to 
do  much  in  the  way  of  angling,  there  will  be  some  good 
fish  from  there  later  on,  and  intending  anglers  cannot 


do  better  than  patronise  Mr.  Cousins,  who  owns  some 
splendid  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood.  — WL  M. 
Gbokoe. 

Canning  Town.— On  the  20th  inst.  only  two  ot  our 
members  weighed-in  Messrs,  fi.  Riley  and  R,  Lashwood, 
bream  and  roach.  Wo  fish  a pegged-down  match  at 
Dagenham  Lake  on  the  27th  inst.  for  five  prizes  ; all  to 
go  down  by  brake  from  Barking  Road  Church,  to  start 
punctually  at  2 a.m.  Our  delegate’s  report  was  accepted. 

O.  Jones. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling 
Clubs.— ’The  monthly  delegate  meeting  was  held 
at  the  Bedford  Head,  Maiden  Lane,  W.C.,  on 
Monday,  Aug.  14th,  Mr.  Medcalf  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  .1.  Kelly,  the  respected  vice-president,  was 
present  for  the  first  time  since  his  long  and  painful 
illness,  and  received  the  hearty  congratulations  of  the 
delegates  on  his  again  occupying  his  usual  position.  His 
illness  has,  however,  left  him  very  weak,  and,  acting 
upon  the  advice  of  his  medical  man,  he  will  shortly  be 
going  to  reside  in  the  country,  having  taken  a 
well-known  house,  called  the  Three  Tuns,  at 
Waltham  Abbey.  'I’he  minutes  being  duly  passed, 
it  was  announced  that  Mr.  P.  Edward  Dove, 
an  eminent  barrister,  had  very  kindly  consented 
to  become  the  honorary  counsel  to  the  association,  and 
in  all  probability  would  honour  the  delegates  with  a 
visit  at  their  next  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  explaining 
some  of  his  views  on  fishery  questions  which  require 
future  legislation.  General  regret  was  expressed  that 
the  Donald  Flint  case  should  have  fallen  through  owing 
to  only  receiving  a promise  of  partial  support,  but  had 
he  been  a member  of  the  association  it  is  not  at  all  im- 
probable that  we  should  have  seen  the  case  successfully 
through  at  any  cost.  Several  important  items  in  con- 
nection with  the  railways  were  discussed  and  decided 
upon  The  appeal  of  the  Mitre  Brothers  Angling 
Society  on  behalf  of  the  widow  and  eight  children  of 
the  late  William  Talbot,  who  was  drowned  at  Pulborough 
while  taking  part  in  the  last  competition,  was  brought 
before  the  meeting,  and  the  clubs  enrolled  were  earnestly 
asked  to  support  such  a distressing  and  deserving  case. 
The  honorary  bailiffs  handed  in  their  reports  in  connec- 
tion with  our  Pulborough  and  Amberley  Fisheries,  and 
further  appciatments  were  nale.  Mr.  C.  Watling, 
visiting  offic6r,  roportcd  thjit  n*  niost  succGSsful  yisit  litiQ 
been  paid  to  the  Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
twenty-three  societies  being  present.  All  letters  to  be 
addressed  to  the  secretary,  W.  J.  Wade,  6,  Priter-road, 

Bermondsey.  , r ■ uj-i 

Chiswick  Piscatorial.  At  our  usual  tortnightly 
meeting  on  Monday  last  there  was  a good  attendance. 
No  specimen  fish  have  yet  been  weighed  in.  W’e  have  a 
roach  and  dace  competition  on  Monday,  September  4, 
tidal  water  (Thames),  start  from  Twickenham,  punts  to 

be  arranged  for.— E.  Loc^  n r ii. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun,— Result  of  the 
competition  for  Mr.  H.  Taylor’s  prizes  : Mr.  Sharpless, 
first  with  51b.  Ijoz.  of  roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  Chambers, 
second,  with  11b.  lOoz.  dace  and  perch  ; Mr.  F.  Bradley 
third,  ilb.  Ofoz.  dace  and  gudgeon,  and  Mr.  Macdonnell 

lOoz. ’bream,  fourth,— Cas.  , ,,  . , ,,  , „ 

Clapham  Junction.— On  the  20th  inst.  the  follow- 
ino-  weighed-in  : Messrs.  H.  Moore,  51b.  154oz.,  bream 
an°d  carp  ; R.  Chapman,  51b.  2Joz.  bream  ; A.  Bowater, 
51b  2Joz.,  roach;  Jas.  Willgoss,  G.  T.  and  J.  W.  Jame- 
son also  had  fish.  We  decided  to  fish  another  competi- 
tion on  Sept.  17  for  three  club  prizes,  locale  to  be  settled 
on  Thursday,  24th  inst.  We  have  still  vacancies  for  a 
few  more  members.  Any  gentlemen  wishing  to  join  us 
will  be  made  heartily  welcome  on  any  Thursday  even- 
ing. Honorary  members  5s.  per  annum,  which  includes 
privilege  ticket. — G.  J.  Jameson.  . ^ 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting  List. 
— the  next  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  City  of 
London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling  Society,  held  at  the 
George,  Brooke-street,  Holborn-bars,  on  Monday,  Sept.  4. 
^ Ca.stell 

Copenhagen.— At  our  meeting  on  the  24th  inst.  we 
had  a very  small  but  enjoyable  meeting,  there  being  no 
fish  to  weigh-in.  We  were  pleased  with  the  delegates 
report,  and  the  majority  were  iii  favour  of  not  renewing 
the  lease  of  Flander’s  Weir.  B.  Pitt. 

Dalston.— On  the  20th  our  trays  were  well  failed  with 
a very  fine  show  of  bream,  roach,  dace,  and  perch,  by 
Messrs.  Poore,  Pocock,  Cogswell,  and  Redwood.  Mem- 
bers will  please  attend  on  Tuesday,  as  I have  some 
more  prizes  to  be  competed  for.— S.  Malbt. 

Ea<rle.— Several  of  our  mSmbers  have  had  very  good 
sport  “the  last  few  weeks,  the  principal  takes  being  by 
Mr.  Collier,  751b.  bream,  averaging  21b.  each ; Mr. 
Barber,  a fine  show  of  roach,  winning  Mr.  Ainsly’s  first 
prize,  Mr.  Ashmore  winning  the  second  prize,  with  dace. 
Messrs.  Dwyer,  Day,  Shorland,  Smart,  and  Russell  also 
have  shown  in  some  fine  roach.  Charlie  Burnett  has 
shown  some  fine  trays  of  roach  and  bream  from  Amberley. 
Roamer.  ^ „ , ...  , 

Epsom. — Our  member  J.  Jeffery  has  just  returned 
from  a visit  to  the  “Broads,”  where,  fishing  wUh  two 
friends  from  the  14th  to  18th  inst.,  they  took  2731b  of 
roach  and  bream,  several  of  the  latter  going  4lb.  and  5Ib. 
each.  One  which  must  have  considerably  exceeded  the 
latter  weight  was  responsible  for  the  smashing  up  of 
Mr.  Jeffery’s  rod.  The  latter  also  took  a rudd  of  11b. 
A smart  piece  of  all-round  work  was  the  weighing-in  at 
our  club-room  at  8.30  p.m.  of  the  same  day  as  caught  cn 
five  bream  sent  up  by  Mr.  Jeffery,  tbe  largest  of  which 
was  sent  to  Mr.  Richardson,  of  Kingston-on-Thames,  to 
be  set  up.  Mr.  E.  W.  Hailes  weighed-in  31b.  toz. 
roach. — E.  W.  Hailes. 


Forest  Gate.— On  the  20th  inst.  Mr.  Bailey  weighed 
in  bream  ; Needham,  bream  ; W.  .1.  Talbot,  tench  and 
perch.  On  the  23rd  Mr.  Jones  had  tench  and  roach.  A 
match  will  take  place  at  Hatfield  Peveril  on  the  27th 
inst.,  pegged  down  between  Baddow  Bridge  and  Black 
Bridge.  One  rod  only  ; jack  barred.  All  go  by  last 
train  Saturday  night.  Members  are  requested  to  attend, 
as,  if  six  do  not  go,  no  match. — W.  J.  Talbot. 

Fanny  Folks.— On  the  20th  inst.  we  had  a fair  show 
of  fish  trom  Pulborough  and  Amberley  : Messrs.  H. 
Whitehead,  bream,  roach,  and  dace,  121b.  OJ-oz. ; Biggs, 
roach,  and  dace  ; P.  Willard,  roach  and  dace ; S.  Hill, 
roach  and  dace  ; and  Vanhegan,  roach  ; Mr.  Ivery,  a 
few  nice  roach  from  the  Lea.  Members  will  kindly 
attend  next  week  as  we  have  several  prizes  to  settle. — 

J.  W.  Bioos. 

Globe.— Our  smoker,  as  regards  harmony  and  con- 
viviality was  a decided  success,  but  we  are  sorry  "to 
report  that  we  were  not  backed  up  as  we  expected  "to 
be.  We  have  to  thank  the  North  London  Angling 
Society  for  their  kind  support;  likewise  the  represen- 
tative from  the  Copenhagen  and  Clissold  clubs.  Our 
weights  of  fish  on  the  20th  inst.  were  not  large,  but 
each  member  who  went  out  had  fish— total,  201b.  The 
sum  of  £1  9s.  fid.  was  collected  for  Mr.  Franklin’s 
benefit.— W.  J.  Lawrence. 

Good  Intent. — About  sixty  members  and  friends 
dined  at  the  Rye  House  on  the  21st  inst.,  and  it  proved 
the  best  of  the  many  we  have  had  there.  A special  vote 
of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  Teale  for  the  capital  dinner 
with  which  he  provided  us,  and  our  prize  list  wa- greatly 
increased  through  the  able  advocacy  of  our  able  chair- 
man, Mr.  H.  J.  Tibbatts.  Twenty-six  prizes  were  given 
to  the  club.  A hearty  vote  of  thanks  being  given  to 
the  chairman  and  vice  ditto,  and  Mr.  J.  Williams,  for 
the  capital  manner  in  which  they  carried  out  their 
duties.  VVe  fish  for  prizes  at  Ponder’s  End  on  the  27ui 
iast.,  given  by  Nr.  Green,  of  the  Pike  and  Anchor 
consisting  of  joints  of  meat,  to  be  given  up  to  "the 
winners  the  same  day.  All  start  by  9 o clock  train. 

R.  Murphy.  , ,, 

Grange.— The  fortnightly  meeting  was  held  on  the 
17ch  inst.  (Mr.  J.  H.  Rich  in  the  chair).  The  ordinary 
routine  ot  business  having  been  disposed  of,  the  foliow- 
ino"  gentlemen  were  nominated  active  members,  viz. ; — 
Messrs.  A.  Gibbons,  T.  Lucas,  F.  Shave,  and  Tyler. 
Mr.  C.  Green’s  resignation  from  the  committee  was 
received  with  regret,  and  Mr.  J.  Hamilton  was  elected 
to  fill  the  vacancy.  Five  shillings  was  voted  from  the 
funds  towards  the  Skegness  disaster.— K. 

Great  Northern  Brothers.— The  following  mem- 
bers weighed-in  bream  and  roach  on  the  20th:  J.  Cart- 
wright, 141b.  ; C.  Large,  61b.  2oz. ; J.  bnell  and  C- 
Watling,  had  smaller  takes.  A select  concert  will  be 
held  as  above  on  Monday  next,  Aug.  23,  for  the  benefit 
of  R.  Hughes,  a old  member  of  the  society,  who  is  an 
great  distress,  and  hopes  to  receive  tbe  support  of  his 
brother  anglers.— J.  A.  Fitch,  sec.  _ 

Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Society. — The 
fifth  bottom  match  of  the  season  was  held  on  the 
17th  inst.  at  Ormesby  Broad  (Eels  Pootl.  At  the  close 
of  the  day  twenty-one  competitors  weighed-in 
4241b.  5oz.  of  fish  (mostly  bream)  as  follows : Mr. 

G W.  Beech,  811b.  6oz  , first ; Mr.  A.  W.  Beech,  53ib., 
second;  Mr.  A.  C.  Bradshaw,  4tlb.  8oz.,  third;  and 
Wm.  Kirby,  361h.  6oz.,  fourth.  The  secretary  (W. 
Kirby)  landed  a pike  of  91b.  with  a worm  on  a No.  6 
hook  on  drawn  gut.  The  fish  are  now  well  on  the  feed, 
and  any  angler  will  be  well  repiid  by  a visit  to  the 
famous  Broads.  Mr.  E.  W.  Buckingham  was  the 
umpiie  for  the  day.  All  information  will  be  pveu  to 
aoy  angler  who  will  make  a call  at  the  Duke  s Heaa, 
Hall  Qua.v,  the  headquarters  or  tie  club. 

Gresham.— The  meeting  last  Tuesday  was  presided 
over  by  Mr.  W.  Marshall.  A new  member  was  pro- 
posed. The  principal  business  of  the  evening  was  n 
paper  by  Mr.  J.  B.  (jlose,  honorary  curator,  on  ’‘Fresh- 
water Fishing,  Sea  Fishing,  and  Railway  Privileges,]  in 
which  these  subjects  were  fully  dealt  with,  and  vmious 
modes  pointed  out  by  which  the  great  difficulties  -ot 
anglers  to  obtain  waters  in  which  to  fish,  could  be 
come.  A discussion  afterwards  took  place,  in  which 
the  chairman,  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Young,  Mr.  Gilbert,  the 
secretary,  and  others  took  part,  and  a hearty  vote  «f 
thanks  w'as  unanimously  passed  to  Mr.  Close  for  his 
very  able  and  instructive  paper.  The  roach  competition 
at  Mitcham,  which  had  been  fixed  for  the  29th,  was 
indefinitely  postponed. — James  Tayler. 

Havelock.— On  Aug.  20  we  had  some  gooi  bream 
weio-hed-in  by  Mr.  J.  Griffiths  and  a few  roach  bylMr. 
E Earp.  On  Monday  next,  Aug.  28,  our  return  visit 
will  take  place  ; Mr.  T.  Thompson,  chairman,  and  Mr. 
A.  Young,  vice.  Secretaries  of  other  clubs  please  ta'ke 
notice,  and  let  us  have  a bumper.— W.  Young. 

Hearts  of  Oak.— On  the  20bb  inst.  another  outing 
took  place  for  our  prizes,  and  I am  glad  to  say  that  four 
of  our  members  were  successful,  viz.,  Messrs.  W.  Ford, 
1;  Glover,  2;  H.  Bagsbaw,  3 ; A.  Bagshaw,  4.  Air. 
Holmes  also  had  a splendid  show  of  roach,  perch,  and 
dace  and  Mr.  A.  Fish,  bream  and  roach.  Our  annual 
dinner  takes  place  on  Aug.  27.— W.  Fenner. 

Hoxton  Brothers.— We  were  saved  from  a blank 
on  the  20tb  by  F.  Newton,  who  weighed-in  41b.  lOoz.  of 
bream  and  a few  roach. — R.  Ghubney,  sec.  . 

Independent  Brothers.  — On  tbe  20tb  inst.  the 
following  weigbed-in:  Mr.  Wilson,  rudd,  31b.  10|oz. ; 
Mr.  Davies,  chub,  roach,  gudgeon,  one  chub  21b  3oz. ; 
Mr  Fitzgerald,  bream.  Otber.s  had  fish  but  did  not 
weigh-in.  On  tbe  23rd,  Mr.  Mason  was  proposed  as  a 
working  member.  We  fish  a match  on  Sept.  17,  at  Cook- 
ham  ; usual  conditions  ; jack  barred.— G.  Bigsby. 

I Ironbridge  (Shropshire).— Our  first  competition 
I of  the  season  was  heM  on  the  ‘20th  inst.  at  Cressage. 
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The  weather  was  unfavonrable,  the  day  being  bright 
and  the  river  low.  Mr.  F.  G,  Beddowes  secured  first 
pr^.emth  ^Ib.  lOoz. ; Mr.  A.  Nicholas  second,  21b.  6oz.  ; 
and  Mr.  W.  Wilson  third,  lib.  6oz.  ; Messrs.  J.  Tod- 
dington  B.  Hughes,  J.  Norry,  T.  Cullis,  W.  Bennett, 
andK.  Ketle}^  following  in  order  named. 

Brothers. — The  following  weighed-in  on 
the  ?Oth  inst.  .*  Mr.  Carpenter,  241b.  8oz.  of  very  fine 
roach;  Mr.  Welstead,  81b.  lOoz.  of  roach;  Mr.  J.  Bur- 
waslu  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon ; J.  H.  Herbert,  gudgeon  ; 
Mr.  H.  Gay  about  41b.  of  roach  and  some  fine  dace.  We 
meet  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Key  in  the  chair,  when  the  dele- 
gates gave  their  reports,  which  were  duly  received  as 
^ven  from  the  Anglers’  and  Central  Association.  On 
Monday  next,  the  28th,  the  concert  for  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  the  Skegness  disaster  will  take  place  — J H 
Herbert. 

jzaak  Walton.  - As  already  announced,  the 
members  will  compete  for  three  special  prizes  on 
+5^  OA  1 three  ditto  on  Wednesday  next, 

the  30ui  inst..  in  the  Lea,  between  Ware  Bridge  and 
vyare  Park  Mill  (towing  path  only).  Messrs.  T.  W. 

^I^cham  bad  bream  and  roach  on 
the  *-0th  inst.  Our  old  friend  the  “ Doctor  ” weighed-in 
some  nice Toach  and  dace  on  Monday  last.— H.  B. 

Jolly  Anglex’s.— Since  removing  to  the  new  head- 
f[uarters  (Bull  and  Gate)  we  are  going  on  very  well 
indeed,  and  are  confident  that  the  club  will  have  a 
good  record  by  the  end  of  the  season.  On  the  20th  inst. 
Mr.  Hookless  showed  a good  catch  of  bream,  roach, 
and  perch  ; Mr.  Clark,  roach  and  dace  ; and  Mr.  Ala- 
way^,  I'oach  ; and  Mr.  Flint,  carp.  Several  new  members 
w^re  proposed  at  the  meeting  on  Wednesday,  and  duly 
elected.  The  benevolent  box  went  round  (as  is  usual 
at  our  meetings)  and  several  contributions  were  the 
result.— H.  Ealanh. 

Ply  Pishers.— Mr.  J.  Powles  West  oocu- 
^ ^ collected  for  the  sufferers  in 

the  Skeguess  disaster  was  ordered  to  be  forwarded  to 
the  secretary.  An  interesting  discussion  took  place 
with  reference  to  fresh  waters  near  London,  and  a 
small  committee  was  formed  to  inspect  and  report  upon 
toe  same  to  the  society  ; Messrs.  May,  Close,  West 
Hoyle  being  elected  for  that  purpose.  Mr.  Hall  reported 
having  caught  about  51b.,  roach.  One  of  our  members 
in.te,nds  going  to^  Dulverton  on  Sept.  9 for  about  seven 
to  ten  day  s fishing,  and  would  be  pleased  if  any  member 
woqld  loin  him.  The  secretary  will  provide  particulars. 

Xiady  of  the  Lake. — The  monthly  competition  for 
four  prize.s  from  punt  and  bank  have  been  won  by  the 
toUowing  members .-  Messrs.  C.  J.  Carter,  W.  Bucken- 
7?^’  Bailey.  On  the  15th  inst.,  Mr. 

C.,E  Lock,  chub  and  dace  (one  chub  lib.  Gioz.,  and  a 
dace  7|oz.),  and  on  the  18th,  chnb  (one  fish,  11b.  12{oz.) 
Mr.  C.  Stevens,  roach  and  dace ; Messrs.  Sheen  and 
Masters,  roach  and  dace.  20tb,  Mr.  G.  Bailey,  one 
tench,  21b.  djoz.,  and  one  roach,  lOjoz.;  Mr.  C.  J. 
Carter,  41b.  5oz.  dace  ; Mr.  S.  Burton,  roach.  The  next 
monthly  competition  commences  on  the  27th  inst. 
and  tei niinates  on  Sept.  IG,  for  three  prizes — heaviest 
roach,  dace,  and  barbel ; also  a prize  for  bon.  members 
— S.  Bi’rton. 

Lincoln.  yOn  the  20th  inst.  the  following  weighed-in 
fa'sh  Mr.  Griffiths  bream  and  roach,  and  Mr.  Holmes 
br®ui  and  gudgeon.  I must  request  all  members  to 
attend  next  meeting  night  (quarterly  night),  as  there  is 
business  of  inqiortance  to  transact.-  W.  Watling. 

Two  new  members  have  been  nominated. 
Mn  Lrancis  took  lOJlb.  of  rough  fish  from  the  Vyrnwy, 
and  said  every  pool  was  swarming  with  this  class  of 
hsh,  but  fly  fishing  was  indifferent.  A letter  was  read 
from  an  old  angler,  who  had  been  fishing  the  Shropshire 
Ellesmere  way,  stating  that  first-class  sport  was 
being  bad  with  the  perch.  An  outing  was  fixed  for  the 
dpt,,  either  to  a good  Cheshire  water  or  to  the  river 
Vynjwy.— R.  W'oolfall. 

Some  of  our  members  were  out  on 
^ ' insG,  as  follows;  Mr.  Pearce,  a nice  show^of 
rupd ; Mr.  Slade,  roach;  and  Mr.  Winsby,  tench  and 
bream. — J.  Melbourne. 

Slildmay.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Harry  Stanis  brought  us 
up  a nice  show  of  roach,  several  fish  fib.  On  the  20th 
lrejia(^  nice  trout  from  the  Lea.  Members  please  show 
up  pn  Tuesday  sharp. — J.  Comber. 

Mitre  Brothers.— On  the  20th  inst  Mr.  Timmins 
weighed-in  4Jlb.  bream.  Our  peg  down  match  takes 
place  at  vv  are  on  Sept.  10,  all  to  start  on  the  morning  of 
th,at,day.— A.  Toplis. 

l^rth-East  Brothers.— On  the  20th  inst.  the  fol- 
lowing weighed-in  : H.  Hart,  rudd,  lib.  fijoz.  ; W.  Moye 
Mach,  101b.  Djoz. ; Daycock,  jun.,  roach,  71b,  OJoz.  ; j! 
Eatpp  rudd,  41b.  15joz.  ; C.  Lamb,  jun.,  roach,  11b.  4joz. 
Mr.  Oldaore  presented  us  with  three  dozen  splendid 
tjaps  with  initials  of  our  club  attached.  — A. Lewis. 
Ndrth-Easterii. — The  above^society  has  removed 
to  the  Rosemary  Branch  Tavern,  corner  of  Shepperton 
and  Soiithgate-roads,  N.,  where  I hope  to  see  more  of 
brother  anglers  than  I have  of  late  in  the  old  quarters. 

— G.  r.  Fletcher. 

Oak  On  Aug.  1.3  and  15  Mr.  Bond  had  a splendid 
show  ot  roach,  the  majority  going  close  on  a pound. 

1 ® handsome  show  of  roach  caught 

T -Gr  going  11b.  2oz.),  Mr.  J.  Salnow,  Mr. 

J.  y\.  Payne,  and  Mr.  J.  Payne.  On  Sept.  10 we  fish  a 
pegged  down  match  at  the  Forty  Guinea  water  for  two 
prizes  kindly  given  by  Messrs  Brown  and  Bond.  -J.  H 
Holben. 

the  20th  inst.  the  fol- 
mwing  weiglied-in  ; C.  Dennis,  roach  and  bream;  J. 
Franks,  bream;  E.  Brockett,  jun.,  bream  and  roach  ; J. 
Brewer,  bream  ; H.  Hack,  bream ; J.  Slade,  dace  and 
; A.  Brockett,  bream  and  roach  ; A.  Downs,  jack  ; 

H.  Gable,  bream;  E.  Brockett,  sen.,  chub  and  roach. 


A pegged-down  match  will  take  place  at  Cheshunt  on 
Ang.  27,  for  eight  prizes. — C.  Dennis. 

Park  —A  few  members  of  the  above  were  out  on  the 
20th  inst.  as  follows  : Mr.  Lambert,  81b.  loz.,  roach  and 
bream,  largest  bream,  21b.  13oz.  ; Mr.  Gates,  31b.  3Joz., 
roach  and  bream ; Mr.  Vyle,  21b.  lljoz.,  roach  ; Mr! 
Hawkins,  roach;  Mr.  Roberts,  roach  and  dace;  Mr! 
Lewis,  roach. — W.  Skeggs. 

Phoenix.— On  the  20th  inst.,  Mr.  Elbourn  had  a good 
mixed  show,  his  best  fish,  a chub,  31b.  Joz. ; Messrs. 
Boxall  and  Chapman  had  a good  show  of  jack  and  tench,' 
several  of  the  latter  going  over  2Ib.  ; IVIessrs.  Bouffles! 
Carr,  sen.,  C.  Dove,  and  Carr.  jun.  had  various  takes 
from  the  Arun  and  Lea.  Three  prizes  will  be  fished  for 
on  Sept.  3 at  Amberley  ; public  water;  roving.  Edward 
Harling  was  proposed  as  a working  member. — H.  W 
Morgan. 

Pixie  Brothers.— On  the  20th  inst.,  Mr.  J.  Utting 
weighed  in  bream  and  roach  from  the  Medway,  and  Mr. 
H.  Mitchell  roach  and  dace  from  the  Thames.  I hope 
members  will  turn  up  on  the  27th  for  the  Wateringbury 
competition. — E.  Pyne. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials.— On  toe  20th  inst. 
Mr.  Buck  had  a very  nice  perch.  The  match  will  take 
place  on  Sept.  10,  from  Cowley  Pechey  Bridge  to  Cowley 
Lock.  Two  rods;  live  bait  allowed.  Commence  fishing 
at  ten  o’clock  and  cease  at  seven  in  the  evening,  to  meet 
at  Westboume  Park  on  morning  of  match  at  eight 
o’clock.  Members  can  come  down  by  a later  train,  but 
must  report  themselves  before  fishing. — J.  Harris.' 

Queen’s.  — On  Aug.  20,  we  fished  a match  at  the 
W elsh  Harp.  Notwithstanding  wind  and  rain  we  had  a 
fair  show  of  roach,  Mr.  Roberts  taking  prize.  Mr. 
Warner,  of  the  Harp,  presents  the  winner  with  a season 
ticket,  value  21s. — W.  H.  Roberts. 

Rodney.— Our  monthly  outing  will  take  place  on 
the  27th  inst  , at  Amberley  ; go  where  you  like.  Our 
trays  were  filled  with  some  good  roach,  &c.,  on  the  20th 
inst.,  as  follows:  Messrs.  P.  Lamberton,  roach  and 
bream  ; J.  Wigley,  roach  and  dace  ; G.  Sharman,  roach 
and  dace  ; F.  1’.  Lamberton,  roach  and  dace.  We  have 
received  Mr.  Waldon’s  prize  through  Mr.  Crisp. — F.  T. 
Lamberton. 

Royal  George. — On  the  20th  inst.  toe  following 
weighed-in:  Mr.  Harris,  roach;  Mr.  Hughes,  sen., 

roach;  Mr.  Hughes,  jun.,  roach;  Mr.  Robinson,  roach  • 
Mr  Holder,  roach,  gudgeon,  and  bream  ; Mr.  Duffan! 
roach  and  gudgeon;  and  Mr.  Ratillon,  roach.  Next 
Wednesday  night  will  be  quarterly  night,  when  all  sub- 
scriptions will  be  due,  and  I should  like  to  see  the 
members  turn  up  early,  as  there  is  a lot  of  work  to  be 
done. — W.  R.  Shaw. 

Royal  Oak  — On  the  20th  inst.  Mr.  Stanley  weighed- 
in  71b.  4oz.  of  roach.  Messrs.  M.  Day,  W.  Smith,  J. 
Yeo,  and  H.  Sallnow  also  had  roach.  We  fish  for 
several  prizes  on  Sept.  3 at  Roydon  ; roving  ; boundary. 
Tuesday,  Sept.  5,  will  be  quarterly  night,  when  I hope 
to  see  a full  meeting. — A.  Barclay. 

Serapis.— On  the  20th  inst.  Mr.  J.  Edwards  bad 
tench  and  rudd,  311b,  8oz.  ; Mr.  C.  Tilbuy,  tench,  rudd, 
and  dace,  131b.  2Joz.  ; Mr.  J.  Gnyver,  tench  and  rudd', 
91b.  4joz.  ; Mr.  W.  Penney,  roach,  31b.  13oz.,  many  of 
the  tench  going  from  2jlb.  to  over  31b.  Our  next 
general  outing  will  he  arranged  next  Wednesday.  We 
ai-e  pleased  to  find  that  Flanders  Weir  will  he  given  up 
and  other  waters  of  good  character  taken  up  this  season. 

J.  Laming. 

Seymour  Brothers.— The  following  weighed-in  on 
the  20th  inst.  : — Messrs.  Weber,  roach  ; Holmes,  bream, 
41b.  ; Petrie,  roach,  51b.  loz.  (one  roach  lib.  5Joz) ; and 
Sanders,  roach.  Our  brake  outing  takes  place  at 
Walton-on-Thames  on  Sept.  3.  Those  who  intend  going 
please  send  their  names  by  Wednesday  next.— C.  B 
Lumlt. 

Silver  Trout.  — On  the  20th  inst.  Mr.  Smales 
weighed-in  lljlb.  bream  (largest  2Jlb.).  On  Tuesday 
Mr.  Robins  was  elected  a fishing  member. — Pelican. 

Sociable  Brothers. — The  iollowing  weighed-in  : Mr. 
A.  Marks,  roach,  4ib.  lloz.  ; Mr.  D.  Marks,  a fine  show 
of  roach  ; Mr.  Barfoot,  roach;  Mr.  Norris,  roach;  and 
Mr.  Harris,  bream. — T.  S. 

Stepney.— The  following  is  the  result  of  the  match 
at  Dagenham  : Mr.  Jolly,  first  with  bream  ; Mr.  Morrish, 
second  with  roach  ; Mr.  Bramley,  third  with  roach  ; 
and  Mr.  Jewson,  jun.,  fourth,  with  roach;  leaving  some 
prizes  to  be  fished  for  another  time.  Mr.  Willshire  had 
rudd  and  tench. — G.  Marrows. 

Sundial.  — On  the  20th  inst.,  Mr.  F.  C.  Gerrard 
brought  in  a show  of  roach  and  dace.  A roving  match 
for  club  prizes  is  arranged  for  Sept.  10.  Members  may 
go  where  they  p'ease  ; fish  from  punt  or  bank  ; all  fish 
to  weigh. — H.  Reaves. 

United  Brothers. — Our  members  fished  a pegged- 
down  match  at  Paddock  Wood  on  the  20th  inst.  : — 
Messrs.  B.  Champion,  fir.st ; J.  Martin,  second  • W 
Tyler,  third ; and  P.  Beak,  fourth— all  with  roacli  ■ 
Messrs.  J.  Payne,  H.  Richards,  H.  Freame,  C.  Wilders,’ 
jun.,  and  J.  Turner,  also  weighed-in. — H.  Ty'ler.  ’ 
Waggoners.— We  fished  at  Byfleet  on  the  20th  inst. 
for  prizes,  with  the  following  result;  Mr.  Ilsley,  first; 
Mr.  Howson,  second  ; Mr.  Betts,  third ; Mr.  Pain, 
fourth.  Several  others  had  fish  but  did  not  weigh-in. 
We  had  a good  meeting  on  the  22nd,  when  another  new 
member  was  proposed.  We  still  have  a few  more 
vacancies.  A special  meeting  is  called  for  Tuesday 
next,  29th  inst.  : important  business. — H.  C. 

Waltham  Brothers. — Our  members  were  out  on  the 
IJth  and  20th.  Mr.  P.  Chapman  had  31b.  of  roach ; Mr. 
Saville,  51b.  4oz.,  roach  and  dace  : Messrs.  R.  Simmons 
and  J.  Lapwood  bad  various  fish;  Messrs.  J.  Williams 
and  G.  Webber  had  small  luck  among  the  jack  : Mr.  W 
Fitch  had  perch  and  roach,  about  IJlb. ; H.  Rudkins 
had  jack,  which  he  returned. — A.  G.  Beach. 


Walworth  Waltonians. — The  result  of  the  compe- 
tition on  the  20tn  inst. — Mr.  Brunker,  first,  .£2  2s.,  given 
by  Mr.  Vincent  Lamer;  Mr.  Hibble,  second;  Mr. 
Griffin,  third.  The  fourth  prize  was  not  taken.  The 
next  competition  will  be  on  Wednesday,  Sept.  13 — grand 
outing. — C.  Hibble. 

Wellington.— On  the  20th  Mr.  Corras  had  Gib.  12oz., 
Mr.  Jenkins  51b  12oz.,  and  Mr.  Gordon  51b.  Goz.  roach, 
dace,  and  bream ; Mr.  Boyd  also  weighed-in.  Next 
Wednesday  will  bej  quarterly  meeting  night,  and  as 
important  business  will  be  brought  forward,  I hope  all 
members  will  make  it  convenient  to  attend. — C.  Wyer. 

Wenlock. — On  the  20th  inst.  the  following  members 
weighed-in  : Mr.  Backhouse,  a fine  show  of  roach  from 
the  Lea ; Mr.  Sullivan,  roach  ; Mr.  Heir,  roach ; Mr. 
Harden,  sen.,  jack.  On  the  27th  a brake  will  start 
from  the  club-house  at  8 30  for  Theydon  Bois.  All 
members  are  entitled  to  go,  returning  to  the  club-house 
at  10  p.m.— W.  M. 

^STest  Ham  Brotliers. — Since  my  last  report  the 
following  weighed-in : Mr.  O.  Lloyd,  121b.  lOoz.  of  roach 
and  bream  ; Mr.  Pasmore,  lib.  12ioz.  On  the  20th,  Mr. 
J.  Newton,  191b.  7joz.  of  roach  (five  fish  over  lib.  each)  ; 
Mr.  L.  Robathan,  Gib.  .5oz.  ; Mr.  F.  Humfryes,  81b.  l|oz. 
of  roach  and  bream  ; Mr.  W.  Kidd,  21b.  3Joz. ; and  Mr. 
Culpitt,  roach. — R.  Lowther. 

Westminster  — T wenty-two  of  our  members  journeyed 
to  Horley  on  the  20th  inst.,  where  they  were  admirably 
catered  for  by  Mrs.  Chart,  of  the  Six  Bells.  A special 
meeting  is  called  for  Tuesday  next  to  arrange  the  first 
match  for  the  silver  challenge  cup  and  four  private 
prizes  presented  by  Messrs.  W.  E.  Parsons,  F.  Mandry, 
G.  Barrett,  and  Mr.  Pearson’s  prize  for  the  unsuccess- 
ful member.s  of  last  season. — Geo.  Barrett. 

VToolwich.  Brotkers. — On  the  20th  the  following 
weighed-in: — Mr.  G.  Starling,  bream  and  roach;  Mr. 
R.  Barber,  bream,  roach,  and  perch ; and  Mr.  J.  R. 
Howeroft,  bream  and  roach. — J.  R Howceoft. 


WHEN  JACK  AND  I WENT  FISHING. 

By  Chas.  Stuart  Riley. 

’Tis  years  ago  since  Jack  and  I 
Went  fishing  hero  together  ; 

For  I would  go  when  Jack  would  go, 

In  rain  or  pleasant  weather. 

I’d  often  watch  hilfn  when  at  school, 

And  knew  that  he  was  wishing 
He  had  his  hooks,  could  drop  his  books, 
And  go  with  me  a-fishing. 

Sometimes  we’d  run  away  from  school, 

But  dad  made  little  kicking 
When  he  found  us  out,  for  he  liked  trout, 
Which  saved  us  from  a licking. 

When  looking  back  to  those  bright  days 
It  seems  almost  a dream. 

And  yet,  in  memory  sweet  I hear 
The  ripple  of  the  stream. 

I scent  the  incense  in  the  air 
Of  flowers,  so  gently  springing 
From  mossy  bank,  and,  in  the  wood, 

I hear  the  bluebirds  singing. 

How  plain  I see  Jack’s  old  straw  hat, 

His  face  so  brown  and  freckled ; 

His  string  of  fish — I only  wish 
I had  some,  crimson  speckled. 

But  Jack  has  changed,  and  so  have  I, 

With  the  little  brook  of  ours  ; 

The  trout  are  gone,  the  bluebird’s  song 
All  vanished,  like  the  flowers. 

And  though  I’m  old,  I can’t  forget, 

I still  keep  hoping,  wishing. 

That  Jack  and  I,  before  we  die, 

May  once  again  go  fishing. 


“ We  have  known  men,”  says  Forest  and  Stream, 
“ whose  consuming  ambition  was  to  have  a new  fish  named 
after  them.  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  the  Editor  of  the  London 
Fishinr/  Gazette,  may  not  have  been  ambitious  in  this 
direction,  but  he  would  be  more  than  human  were  he  not 
gratified  at  the  giving  of  his  name  to  the  new  trout 
described  by  Prof.  Garman  in  onr  angling  columns,  the 
name  having  been  suggested  by  Mr.  A.  N.  Cheney.” 
Several  members  of  the  Chicago  Fly  Casting  Club 
met  at  the  Club  House,  North  Lagoon,  World’s  Colum- 
bian Exposition  grounds,  recently,  to  try  the  new  auto- 
matic fish  trap.  This  trap  is  an  invention  of  Mr.  Mum, 
of  Chicago,  and  answers  the  same  purpose  in  fly  casting 
that  clay  pigeons  do  in  shooting.  It  is  placed  in  the 
water  fifty  or  sixty  feet  away  in  front  of  the  caster,  and 
is  so  constructed  that  when  the  fly  is  throw  over  the 
trap  it  catches  a spring  and  causes  a dummy  fish,  repre- 
senting a bass  of  about  three  pounds  weight,  to  spring 
up,  catch  the  hook  and  swim  around.  The  necessary 
movement  is  given  to  the  fish  by  means  of  the  tail  which 
moves  from  side  to  side  with  great  rapidity.  The  motive 
power  is  a strong  .spring  which  requires  to  be  wound  up 
and  set  each  time  the  fish  is  set  free.  Mr.  Charles  F. 
Johnson,  the  captain  of  the  club,  made  the  first  trial, 
and  after  a few  preliminary  casts  succeeded  in  hooking 
the  fish.  The  novel  struggle  which  took  place  before 
Mr.  Johnson  landed  his  unique  catch,  afforded  much 
amusement  to  the  large  crov/d  of  spectators  who  had 
assembled  to  witness  the  trial. 


Mr.  Alexander  Wri0ht,  Accountant,  of  10.  Everelda-street, 
Barnsbury,  N.  (member  of  the  Gresham,  Junior  Fly-Fishers,  Ac.;, 
undertakes  the  auditing  and  balancing  of  every  description  of 
accounts  at  moderate  rates.  Bents  and  debts  collected. 
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HIGHLAISD  RIVERS.— LOCH Y AND 
SPEAN. 


By  Hectob  Muneo. 


As  is  well-known,  the  mountains  of  the  souther  ly 
half  of  the  north-west  of  Scotland  rise  in  a most 
erratic  manner,  there  being  no  well  defined  range 
of  any  length  in  any  particular  direction,  hence 
the  watershed  is  most  irregular  and  difficult  to 
describe.  The  waters  which  go  to  form  the  River 
Lochy,  for  instance,  come  from  many  and  diverse 
directions.  The  River  Arkaig,  feeding  Loch 
Lochy,  flows  out  of  Loch  Arkaig,  which  is  fed  by 
burns  from  both  sides,  and  from  Glen  Pean  and 
Glen  Dessarry.  These  are  all  to  the  north  and 
north-west  of  the  River  Lochy. 

The  River  Spean  drains  its  water  through  Loch 
Laggan  from  the  hills  as  far  east  as  Badenoch, 
meeting  the  source  of  the  Spey,  and  through 
Loch  Treig  from  the  mountains  lying  away  to  the 
south  near  the  head  of  Loch  Leven. 

The  River  Lochy,  finding  its  source  in  the 
western  end  of  Loch  Lochy,  is  joined  after  a run 
of  about  half  a mile  by  the  River  Spean— which 
has  by  far  the  greater  volume  of  water — at 
Mucomer.  This  is  the  largest  outlet  on  the  west 
coast  north  of  the  Clyde,  and  a beautiful  liver  it 
is.  Not  running  too  rapidly,  it  describes  through- 
out its  course  fine  large  serpentine  curves,  and  at 
fairly  regular  intervals  it  breaks  away  into  large 
deep  pools,  which  for  fishing  are  almost  perfect. 


'I’lie  valley  through  which  the  Lochy  flows  is 
romantic  and  picturesque.  Before  the  days  of 
steam,  through  it  ran  the  great  inland  highway 
between  the  north-west  of  8'cotland  and  the 
south,  so,  as  would  naturally  he  expected,  it  has 
witnessed  many  of  those  great  events  about  which 
we  read  in  history  ; many  a gathering  of  the  clans 
for  a raid  against  a hostile  clan  or  against  the 
“ Saxon  of  the  Plain.”  On  the  shores  of  Loch 
Lochy  is  the  headquarters  of  the  famous  family 
of  Lochiel,  which  has  taken  such  a prominent 
part  in  the  history  of  our  country  from  earliest 
times,  producing  great  statesmen,  greater 
warriors,  and  perhaps  more  honourable  men  than 
many  of  the  other  famous  houses  of  the  land  of 
the  Gael.  The  most  interesting  relics  worthy  of 
mention  still  remaining  are  the  ruins  of  old  Tor 
Castle  and  of  Inverlochy  Castle ; these  will  be 
further  mentioned  in  the  description  of  the  sixth 
and  seventh  beats  of  the  river. 

It  will  be  necessary,  in  giving  an  account  of 
this  river,  to  first  describe  the  Spean,  which, 
previous  to  its  junction  with  the  Lochy,  is  con- 
siderably the  larger  of  the  two.  Binding  its 
principal  source  in  Loch  Laggan  it  runs  in  a 
westerly  direction,  more  or  less,  until  it  is  joined 
by  the  Roy,  when,  taking  a gradual  turn,  it  flows 
north-westward  for  about  six  miles,  and  enters 
the  Lochy  at  Mucomer.  It  is  about  sixteen  miles 
in  length,  and  has  a very  wild  and  rapid  course. 
Free  access  of  salmon  to  the  upper  reaches  is  not 
possible  on  account  of  a waterfall  about  seven 
and  a half  miles  up  stream  from  Mucomer.  The 
amount  of  water  closed  by  this  fall  (Monessie)  is 
enormous.  If  it  were  broken,  and  a ladder  sub- 
stituted, fish  would  be  able  to  run  as  far  as  Loch 
Laggan,  and  from  it  up  the  River  Pattack  to  the 
loch  of  the  same  name.  The  Rivers  Gulbin  and 
Treig  would  afford  excellent  spawning  ground, 
both  these  being  tributaries  of  the  Spean.  The 
reason,  as  far  as  the  writer  knows,  why  the  falls 
have  not  been  opened  is  that  Lord  Abinger  holds 
a chart  entitling  him  to  all  the  salmon  fisshings 
in  the  district.  So,  in  the  event  of  making  it 
possible  for  fish  to  get  to  the  upper  reaches,  all 
the  new  fishings  thus  formed  would  belong  to 
his  lordship,  although  the  lands  round  about 
would  not.  Hence  the  proprietor,  on  whose 
estate  the  falls  are,  objects  to  their  being  broken, 
as  he  would  derive  no  benefit.  This,  to  a certain 
extent,  is  natural. 

The  Spean  is  joined  about  a mile  below  its 
origin  by  the  River  Gulbin.  This  is  a tiny  river 
about  four  miles  in  length,  running  out  of  Loch 
Gulbin,  a small  lake  lying  among  ihe  hills  to  the 
south.  Loch  Gulbin  isAed  principally  by  the 
River  Ossian,  from  Loch  Ossian.  These  lochs, 
with  their  cognomeiial  rivers,  have  excellent 
trouting,  and  can  be  easily  fished  from  Roy 
Bridge  Hotel,  although  the  drive  is  rather  long. 
The  next  tributary  is  the  River  Treig,  a small 
stream  certainly  not  worthy  of  the  name  river, 
which  flows  out  of  Loch  Treig.  This  is  a typicM 
Highland  loch,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  high 
precipitous  and  rugged  mountains,  being  open 
only  at  its  east  end  ; its  western  end  meets  Glen 
Nevis.  The  beauty  of  this  loch  is  greatly  marred 
by  the  railway  which  is  being  laid  along  its 
southern  shore.  Previously  there  were  few 
retreats  less  known  and  more  perfectly  suited  to 
the  angler  who  wished  to  get  away  among  the 
hills  from  the  busy  world  and  all  its  worry.  The 
scene  is  now  very  rudely  changed.  The  noise  of 
a modern  steam  engine,  and  worse,  the  noise  of 
the  modern  tourist,  is  a poor  substitute  for  the 
grand  solitude  which  once  pervaded  the  district. 
The  trouting  on  this  loch  is  really  very  fine. 
About  the  middle  of  June,  vGiich  is  the  best 
time,  it  is  not  an  uncommon  basket  to  have 
between  four  and  five  dozen  from  Hk-  up  to  21b., 
31b.,  and  4!b.  in  weight.  Very  heavy  trout,  frorn 
61b.  to  121b.,  are  sometimes  got  with  the  natural 
minnow.  The  most  dpadly  flies  are  the  Zulu, 
Black  Cock  AVing  and  Red  Breast,  the  Moth  and 
the  Partridge  Wing.  There  is  only  one  island  on 
the  loch,  ihat  at  the  east  end.  This  island  is 
supposed  by  some  antiquarians  to  be  the  reniains 
of  an  ancient  lake  dwelling.  On  the  hillside 
near  there  are  parallel  roads  similar  to  those  in 
Glen  Roy.  It  is  a curious  fact  that  these  natural 
phenomena,  the  origin  of  which  has  for  so  -ong 
puzzled  the  most  able  geologist,  should  be 
collected,  as  it  were,  all  in  the  one  district  within 
a very  short  distance  of  one  another.  This  fact 
seems  to  favour  the  theory  of  Mr.  Robert 


Chambers  as  to  their  origin.  He  said  that  they 
were  once  the  banks  of  a lake  which,  through 
some  unknown  natural  cause,  subsided  at 
different  periods,  leaving  its  watermark  on  the 
sloping  hillside.  This  lake  is  supposed  to  be  the 
old'  Lochaber,  from  which  the  district  takes  its 
name,  and  all  that  remains  of  it  is  a small  pool 
opposite  Inverlochy  Castle.  Old  tradition  gives- 
them  quite  another  origin.  It  says  that  King 
Banquo,  one  of  whose  roj  al  residences  was  Inver- 
lochy Castle,  cut  the  roads  through  the  dense 
forests,  which  once  covered  the  country,  to  his 
hunting  fields. 

The  next  largest  tributary  to  the  Spean,  the 
River  Roy,  enters  at  Roymouth  about  a mile  and 
a half  below  the  falls.  Originally  it  comes  from 
a small  loch  not  far  from  Loch  Spean.  Its  bed  is 
very  rough  and  its  flow  rapid,  so  much  so  that  it 
is  only  when  it  is  in  fair  spate  that  fish  can  get  to 
the  upper  reaches.  It  has  a run  of  about  sixteen 
miles,  and  is  at  different  parts  fed  by  a number  of 
burns,  up  the  larger  of  which  salmon  goto  spawn. 
The  river  describes  during  its  course  many  of 
those  short  sharp  turns  so  peculiar  to  mountain 
streams.  It  is  thickly  wooded  to  the  water’s 
edge  in  the  lower  reaches,  but  in  the  upper  it 
is  open  and  perfectly  clear.  The  most  noted 
pools,  and  certainly  the  best,  are  in  the  upper 
reaches,  beginning  about  five  miles  above  Roy- 
mouth. They  are  the  Lflgna-na-Chichin,  Leigna- 
un-Luing',  Eilen-na-Peidh,  and  Crotitach  Chleidh. 
When  the  water  is  a full  volume  the  best  casts 
are  the  Priest’s  pool  and  the  Stone  pool.  A very 
good  cast  also  can  be  had  in  Taylor  s pool,  which 
is  higher  up  ; here  the  fish  rest  when  the  river  is 
in  spate.  The  riparian  proprietor  is  Lord  Abinger. 
The  fishings  have  been  let  to  Mr.  Prior,  of  Glen 
Spean,  for  upwards  of  twenty  years.  Salmon 
begin  to  run  about  June  1,  and  the  fishing  is  best 
about  the  middle  of  July;  September,  however, 
is  very  good.  The  catch  for  the  season  greatly 
depends  upon  the  temperature  and  rainfall  during 
the  time  when  the  fish  are  running.  AVhen  the 
river  is  low  it  is  next  to  impossible  for  them  to 
get  over  certain  parts.  As  many  as  140  have 
been  killed  in  a good  season,  but  this  is  very 
exceptional;  generally  speaking,  from  eighty  to 
120  might  be  considered  as  the  usual  catch  on 
the  whole  river  in  the  year.  They  run  to  a very 
fair  size,  from  81b.  to  lOlb.  and  121b.,  but  they  are 
sometimes  got  as  heavy  as  161b.  and  181b.,  and 
not  unfrequently  heavier. 

The  rivers  Spean  and  Lochy,  taken  as  one,  are 
divided  into  seven  beats,  of  which  three  are  on 
the  Spean.  These  are  separately  let  for  the  whole 
or  part  of  the  season,  and  are  each  under  the 
supervision  of  a water  bailie.  The  whole  angling 
rights  are  possessed  by  Lord  Abinger. 

There  are  two  migrations  of  salmon— the  first, 
about  ihe  beginning  of  April  generally,  but  if 
the  spring  has  been  open,  and  the  hills  are  clear 
of  snow,  it  may  commence  in  early  March.  The 
second  run  begins  about  the  middle  of  September. 
The  fish  in  the  first  run  do  not  go  up  the  Spean 
until  May— they  stick  a,t  Mucomer.  The  reason 
for  this  is  generally  attributed  to  the  temperature 
of  the  water  in  Mucomer  pool  being  warmer,  on 
account  of  the  junction  at  it  of  the  two  rivers. 
The  temperature  of  the  River  Lochy,  previous  to 
its  being  joined  by  the  Spean,  is  much  higher,  as 
its  water  comes  directly  from  Loch  Lochy,  and 
not  from  the  snow  covered  hills.  Odd  fish  may 
be  killed  in  Mucomer  pool  as  early  as  February. 
In  the  Upper  Spean  the  best  fishing  is  to  be  had 
from  the  middle  of  June  to  the  end  of  July. 

Grilse  begin  to  run  about  the  1st  of  June  ; then 
they  go  rigbt  through  to  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Spean.  They  are  to  be  had  in  greatest  numbers 
durin®*  June,  but  also  on  to  the  end  of  July  they 
are  fairly  plentiful.  There  is  a second  run  in 
September,  but  these  fish  do  not  leave  the  Lochy^ 
The  best  beats  for  grilse  are  undoubtedly  No.  o 

and  No.  4.  , , j ^ 

Sea-trout  also  run  in  J une,  but  they  do  not  go 
up  the  Spean  in  any  great  numbers.  On  the 
river,  Mucomer  is  undoubtedly  the  best  for 

them,  but,  on  the  whole,  beats  No.  3 and  No.  7 
are  the  best.  In  the  pool  just  mentioned  a basket 
has  been  known  of  four  dozen,  of  weights  from 
lib.  to  31b.  Twenty  years  ago  Mr.  Prior,  of  Glen 
Spean,  is  said  to  have  killed  a 141b.  sea-trout  on 

the  River  Roy.  , „ , j i 

The  heaviest  one-day  takes  of  salmon  recorded 
are  fourteen  by  a Col.  Hargraves,  and  thirteen 
and  seventeen  by  other  rods.  It  is  said  that 
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fourteen  fish,  averaging  from  151b.  to  201b.,  have 
been  taken  out  of  the  pool  at  Mucomer  alone  in 
one  day.  'I'lie  average  weight  of  salmon  runs 
about  151b.  The  heaviest  known  to  have  been 
killed  weighed  421b.  This  fish  fell  to  the  rod  of  a 
Mr.  Barber  some  eleven  years  ago  in  the  Upper 
Spean. 

Grilse,  as  a rule,  run  about  bib.,  a 9-pounder  is 
the  largest  that  the  writer  has  heard  of  having 
been  killed. 

The  best  flies  all  round  are  supposed  to  be  the 
Spean,  Gled  Wing,  Jock  Scott,  Blue  Gharm, 
Amethyst,  Lizzie,  Black  Doctor,  and  Silver 
Doctor. 

Smolts  begin  to  descend  to  the  sea  about  the 
beginning  of  May,  and  they  are  nearly  all  down 
by  the  end  of  the  month. 

Where  the  river  runs  wide  there  arc  very  fair 
yellow  trout;  they  lie  scattered  all  over  the 
ground,  but  the  trouting  up  the  tributaries  is 
much  better  as  a rule  than  in  the  river  itself. 

Kelts  begin  to  descend  from  about  the  middle 
and  end  of  January  to  about  the  middle  of  April, 
when  the  river  can  be  said  to  be  thoroughly  clear 
of  them. 

The  spawning  on  the  Lochy  and  Spean  is  very 
poor.  One  of  the  princii^al  arguments  in  favour 
of  breaking  the  falls  is  that  such  a range  of 
splendid  ground  would  be  opened  up.  There  are 
few  rivers  that  have  beds  like  the  Upper  Spean, 
and  if  salmon  could  only  have  access  to  them  it 
is  a firm  belief  of  the  oldest  and  most  experienced 
fishers  that  the  fishing  all  over  the  river,  from 
the  lower  reaches  to  the  upper,  would  be  greatly 
impi’oved.  On  the  Lochy  the  spawning  grounds 
extend  from  the  tail  of  Mucomer  pool  to  Cumisgy  ; 
on  the  Spean  to  Corriechoillie ; and  on  the  Roy 
all  over. 

No.  7 Beat  is  the  shortest  on  the  river,  extend- 
ing from  the  suspension  bridge  to  the  sea,  a 
distance  of  about  three-quarters  of  a mile. 
Although  it  is  so  near  the  sea  fish  lie  in  the  two 
upper  pools  about  the  middle  of  the  season. 
During  the  first  run  they  do  not  lie  here  at  all, 
but  make  straight  for  the  upper  waters,  hence 
the  fishing  does  not  begin  in  this  beat  until  about 
the  middle  of  June,  when  the  second  run  begins 
to  come  up.  There  are  only  three  pools.  The 
first.  Long  Shot,  is  nearest  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  and  is  about  400  yards  in  length.  Though 
called  a pool  it  is  really  a running  stream,  and 
the  fish  do  not  lie  until  they  come  to  the  next 
pool.  Long  Shot  used  to  be  netted  before  the 
river  was  divided  into  beats  and  let  for  rod  fish- 
ing. The  next  pool  is  Castle  pool,  nearly  half  a 
mile  above  Long  Shot.  It  has  old  Inverlochy 
Castle  on  its  south  bank,  hence  the  name.  This 
pool  is  very  deep,  and  is  about  1.50  yards  long. 
T'he  north  side  is  shallow,  and  anyone  fishing  it 
requires  a boat  or  to  wade  to  reach  the  lie  of  the 
fish.  On  the  south  side  the  water  is  deeper 
and  more  fish  lie  in  it.  A few  casts  can  be  had 
from  the  bank,  but  much  care  has  to  be  taken  as 
there  are  a great  many  trees  close  about.  This 
side  also  is  better  fished  from  a boat.  The  fish 
lie  in  this  pool,  and  sometimes  there  are  two, 
three,  and  four  killed  on  it  in  a day.  As  many  as 
fifteen  were  killed  by  a Mr.  Hagguart,  of  Edin- 
burgh, in  the  first  year  after  the  netting  was 
stopped.  After  leaving  this  pool  the  water  divides 
to  surround  a large  green  tract  of  land  destitute 
of  trees,  and  it  unites  again  about  half  a mile 
farther  down  at  Long  Shot.  Bridge  pool,  a short 
distance  above  Castle  pool,  is  the  last  in  this  beat. 
It  is  about  150  yards  long  and  very  broad.  The 
south  bank  is  very  open  and  affords  excellent 
casting,  being  clear  of  trees  in  all  its  extent.  At 
this  side  the  water  is  deepest,  and  fish  lie  nearer 
it  than  they  do  in  the  middle,  so  that  neither 
boats  nor  waders  are  necessary.  On  the  north 
side  the  water  is  very  shallow,  and  it  necessarily 
requires  a boat  to  get  within  casting  reach.  The 
middle  of  this  pool  and  the  south  bank  are  the 
favourite  parts  when  the  river  is  not  in  form  for 
casting  and  this  sort  of  fishing  is  a failure. 
Trolling  the  fly  is  generally  successful  in  this 
pool  (with  boat)  on  such  occasions,  and  seems  to 
raise  the  fish  when  nothing  else  will.  Trolling  is 
also  very  successful  under  similar  circumstances 
in  the  Castle  pool.  About  fifteen  yards  of  line 
will  do,  and  the  boat  is  rowed  across  the  pool 
from  tail  to  head  in  a zig-zag  manner. 

The  beat  is  let  to  the  proprietor  of  the  Banavie 
Hotel,  who  sub-lets  it  by  the  month  to  parties 
staying  in  the  hotel.  From  a historical  point  of 


view  it  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  on  the 
whole  river,  with  the  grim  ancient  walls  of  old 
Inverlochy  Castle  overshadowing  its  waters,  and 
having  on  the  north  side  what  is  little  more  than 
a mere  pool,  all  that  remains  of  the  once  lai’ge 
loch.  Loch  Caber,  from  which  the  whole  of  this 
famous  district  takes  its  name.  Going  down  the 
south  side  of  the  river  after  leaving  the  suspen- 
sion bridge  there  is  a green  knoll  or  mound,  called 
the  “ Watch  Hill,”  from  the  fact  that  when  Inver- 
lochy Castle  was  inhabited  a sentry  was  stationed 
on  the  top  of  it.  This  mound  was  the  scene  of 
the  last  execution  without  trial  of  a man  for 
cattle  lifting.  He  was  hung  by  the  order  of 
Lochiel,  who  was  anxious  to  put  down  the  habit 
of  cattle  stealing  among  his  people,  and  who 
utterly  refused  to  pardon  the  man,  being  deter- 
mined to  make  an  example  of  him.  This  incident 
happened  only  shortly  before  the  ’45,  and  shows 
how  absolute  was  the  power  held  by  a Highland 
chieftain  over  his  clan,  even  in  that  late  period. 
A few  steps  farther  down  are  the  ruins  of  Inver- 
lochy Castle,  surrounded  by  some  fine  large  trees 
and  the  remains  of  an  old  moat,  which  must  have 
been  about  thirty  feet  broad.  The  building  is 
square,  with  four  large  towers  at  each  corner, 
which  were  about  forty  feet  high.  It  is  described 
as  follows  by  Mr.  Ross  : “ The  castle  has  survived 
the  burgh,  and  now  stands  in  ancient  magnifi- 
cence, after  having  seen  the  Lochy,  that  formerly 
filled  its  ditches,  run  in  another  course,  and  out- 
lived all  history  and  tradition  of  its  own  builder 
and  age.  The  whole  building  covers  about  KiOO 
yards,  and  within  the  ditch  is  nearly  an  English 
acre  and  a half.  It  would  require  -500  to  (iOO  men 
to  defend  it.  From  the  name  of  the  western 
towers,  and  other  circumstances,  it  is  probable 
the  castle  was  occupied  by  the  Cummings  in  the 
time  of  Edward  I.,  of  England,  and  previous  to 
that  period  by  the  Thanes  of  Lochaber,  par- 
ticularly by  Banco  or  Banquo,  the  predecessor  of 
the  rojal  family  of  Stewart.  A little  below  the 
centre  is  a wall  called  ‘ Banquo’s  walk’  ” 


Waltaniana 


The  new'  Thames  Fishery  Bye-laws  became  a 
portion  of  the  law  of  the  land  on  Aug.  2(J,  when 
they  were  approved  Ijy  the  Queen,  acting  on  the 
advice  of  her  Privy  Council.  Numerous  petitions 
were  sent  in  to  the  Council  against  the  revised 
draft,  and  that  the  bye-laws  were  allowed  in 
their  entirety  is  proof,  if  one  were  needed,  that 
the  Privy  Council  is  not  a suitable  body  to  deal 
with  a matter  of  this  kind.  But  while  we  who 
have  been  fighting  such  a good  fight  have  not 
obtained  all  we  asked  for  (who,  indeed,  does  ?), 
we  have  succeeded,  and  we  must  be  thankful  for 
it,  in  preventing  netting  being  allowed  on  a largo 
scale,  and  have  forced  upon  the  Conservators  the 
inclusion  of  all  the  backwaters.  Henceforward  it 
will  be  illegal  to  trail  for  pike  in  the  Thames,  or  to 
fish  with  either  live  or  dead  gorge  bait,  or  indeed 
by  any  method  which  involves  the  destruction  of 
undersized  fish.  Few  people  have  any  idea  of 
the  labour  in  which  those  who  have  taken  action 
in  this  matter  have  been  involved.  Some  months 
ago  one  of  the  leading  lights  in  the  angling 
world  said  to  me,  “ It  is  not  the  least  use  your 
fighting  in  this  matter.  All  those  big  people  in 
the  Thames  Valley  are  too  wealthy  and  too 
powerful,  and  you  may  save  yourself  the  trouble 
of  contesting  the  matter  with  them,  the  Con- 
servators being  merely  their  spokesmen.”  But 
not  only  have  we  succeeded  in  forcing  upon  the 
Conservators  the  withdrawal  of  those  alterations 
in  the  bye-laws  which  were  desired  by  a small 
clique  of  riparian  owners,  but  the  publicity  which 
has  been  given  to  this  matter  has  in  no  small 
degree  led  to  the  reform  in  the  constitution  of 
the  Conservators  which  has  just  been  agreed 
upon  in  the  Houses  of  Lords  and  Commons. 

The  Solent  is  not  the  only  place  in  which  our 
sea  fisheries  have  deteriorated.  There  are  many 
other  places  round  our  coasts  where  the  sea-fish- 
ing has  become  indifferent  of  late  years,  but 
where  no  torpedo  practice  has  been  carried  on,  guns 
fired,  nor  some  marine  mines  exploded.  It  seems 
to  follow  that  we  must  look  for  other  reasons  for 
the  decrease  of  fish  than  the  practice  of  these  im- 
plements of  warfare.  It  is  a striking  fact  that 
where  much  trawling  has  been  carried  on,  the 


fish  have  materially  decreased.  Only  last  summer 
I told  a sorry  tale  in  these  columns  of  the  great 
injuries  wrought  in  the  Bristol  Channel,  and 
more  particularly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tenby, 
by  the  Brixham  and  other  trawlers.  For  one  fish 
which  is  caught  there  now,  five  fish  were  caught 
formerly,  and  the  line-fishing,  which  used  to  be 
simply  magnificent,  has  most  sadly  deteriorated. 
There  is  no  torpedo  practice  nor  mines  at  Tenby. 

It  has  been  said  that  anything  can  be  proved 
by  statistics,  and,  generally  speaking,  that  remark 
is  a perfectly  true  one.  For  instance,  I have  no 
doubt  that  the  ingenious  collector  of  figures  who 
wished  to  make  out  a good  cause  for  the  trawlers 
would  go  to  Tenby,  count  the  baskets  or  boxes 
of  fish  brought  iu  by  the  boats  and  say ; 
“ There  ; you  see  more  fish  are  being  killed  than 
used  to  be  the  case.”  And  that  undoubtedly  is 
so,  but  the  local  fishermen  know  right  well  that 
the  average  per  boat  is  much  less  than  it  used  to 
be  in  former  days,  and  it  is  the  average  per  boat, 
and  not  the  total  number  of  fish  that  has  to  be 
looked  at  when  considering  whether  the  fishery 
on  any  portion  of  our  coasts  is  better  or  worse 
than  it  used  to  be. 


The  question  of  inshore  trawling  is  of  no  little 
interest  and  importance  to  the  ever-increasing 
class  of  anglers  who  visit  our  coasts  for  sport, 
and  who  fish  from  the  shore  or  at  a little 
distance  from  land.  There  is  no  doubt,  as  the 
Marquis  of  Exeter  says,  that  the  small  shrimp 
trawlers  who  sweep  the  estuaries  and  the  terri- 
torial waters  destroy  large  numbers  of  small 
fish,  but  the  big  trawlers  cannot  be  exculpated 
from  the  same  offence,  ff’he  mesh  of  their  nets 
undoubtedly  is  a large  one,  but  if  you  take  any 
net  and  stretch  it  between  two  points,  the  meshes 
ai'e  drawn  out  until  they  more  resemble  a row  of 
threads  set  closely  together  than  network. 
Trawlers  themselves  have  told  me  that  immense 
quantities  of  small  fish  are  taken  in  their  nets, 
and  these,  being  unsaleable,  are  thrown  over- 
board. These  little  fish  are  delicate  things,  and 
after  being  towed  for  some  hours  iu  company 
with  congers,  thornbacks,  and  other  large  and 
spinous  fish,  to  say  nothing  of  crabs,  whelks, 
stones,  and  other  weighty  things,  it  can  be  well 
imagined  that  not  one  out  of  a thousand  recovers 
from  the  rough  treatment  it  has  received.  I 
have  seen  a good  many  washed  up  on  the  shores 
of  the  Bristol  Channel,  not  merely  flat  fish,  but 
very  young  cod,  whiting,  and  gurnards. 


Thames  gudgeon  fishing  is  very  bad  this  season. 
Last  year  it  was  also  bad.  Are  the  gudgeon  de- 
creasing, or  are  they  merely  off  the  feed  owing 
now  to  the  drought,  and  last  year  to  the  rough 
cold  weather?  I wonder  Thames  bank  anglers 
do  not  more  often  go  in  for  gudgeon  fishing. 
There  are  plenty  of  swims  close  to  the  bank 
where  these  fish  may  be  taken,  little  places 
amongst  the  weeds  where  the  puntsmen  never 
think  of  going.  They  are  easy  to  catch  and 
form  a most  dainty  dish,  infinitely  superior  to 
roach.  In  fact,  a Thames  gudgeon  is  almost,  if 
not  quite,  as  good  as  a smelt.  A little  raking  of 
the  bottom  from  time  to  time  is  all  the  ground- 
bait  that  is  required.  The  hook  should  be  rather 
smaller  than  is  used  for  roach,  and,  unless  the 
gudgeon  run  large,  should  be  just  covered  with  a 
fragment  of  red  worm.  Large  gudgeon,  on  the 
other  hand,  are  best  caught  with  a whole  red 
worm  on  a medium-sized  hook.  The  worms 
should  be  very  thoroughly  scoured. 

I WAS  reading  the  other  day  a very  interesting 
account  of  the  success  which  had  attended 
Maclaine,  of  Loch  Buie,  in  his  attempt  to  intro- 
duce the  American  brook  trout  {Salmo  fontinalu) 
into  some  lochs  in  Mull.  The  fish  seem  to  have 
thriven  and  grown  apace.  They  take  the  fly 
well,  but  to  their  disadvantage  it  must  be  said 
that  they  take  under  the  surface,  and  when 
hooked  give  much  t,he  same  sport  as  a vigorous 
pike,  not  leaping  and  running  like  the  small 
sprightly  trout.  They  appear  to  breed  very 
freely.  Those  who  think  of  stocking  their 
waters  with  some  variety  of  Salmonidce  have  a 
choice  between  the  common  brown  trout,  the 
Loch  Levens,  Rainbow  trout,  and  American 
brook  trout.  Rainbows  are  the  most  beautifnl 
fish  of  all.  Loch  Levens  are  not  suitable  fish  for 
any  water  in  which  there  is  not  an  abundance  of 


food.  T.hoso  which  como  from  Ilowietoim  aro 
pedigree  hsh  and  grow  very  rapidly.  Unless 
well  fed  they  are  apt  to  become  in  the  course  of 
a few  years  very  lean  and  out  of  condition. 

Temi’Laii. 

WEIGHTS  OF  SALMON  FOR 
INCHES  OF  LENGTH. 


By  E.  yTURDv. 


Though  the  possibility  of  arriving  pretty 
closely  at  the  weight  of  a salmon  from  one  easily 
taken  dimension,  like  that  of  length,  must  have 
suggested  itself  to  most  old  anglers,  I do  not 
lemember  to  have  seen  the  thing  put  in  very 
definite  shape,  which  I shall  now  endeavour  to  do. 

My  attention  was  drawn  seriously  to  the 
question  many  years  ago  in  this  way  : Towards 
the  close  of  a season,  when  for  a w’eek  or  two  I 
had  only  been  getting  grilse,  sea-trout,  and  small 
salmon,  I landed  one  morning  a very  long-lookino-, 
ugly  old  male  fish.  My  companion  and  my  gillie, 
both  very  experienced,  pronounced  it  a monster, 
the  biggest  we  had  ever  caught,  &c.,  and  I myself 
seeing  it  reaching  nearly  to  the  heels  of  the  little 
man  as  he  carried  it  some  quarter  mile  to  the 
boat,  began  to  share  their  hojies.  In  the  boat, 
however,  was  a spinning  rod,  on  which  was 
marked  the  length  of  a 441b.  fish,  and  the  new 
capture  was  found  to  be  shorter  than  this  by 
more  than  four  inches.  Calculating  that  this 
difference  alone  would  make  it  121b.  less  than 
44lb.,  and  seeing  its  wretched  condition,  I did  not 
hesitate  to  bet  it  was  under  301b.,  which  it  turned 
out  to  be,  only  scaling  281b. 

Some  further  observations  showed  me  that 
even  a very  imperfect  system  was  a great  aid  to 
the  unassisted  eye,  and  I set  to  work  to  find  a 
suitable  standard.  First  I tried  and  used  for 
years  the  rule  that  the  pounds  were  equal  to  two- 
thirds  of  the  cube  of  the  length  expressed  in  feet, 
i,.  gives  18lb.  as  the  weight  of  a 

3tt.  fish,  worked  fairly  well  with  small  fish  and 
with  very  old  ones,  but  gave  too  small  a weight 
for  well-conditioned  fish,  and  was  besides  trouble- 
some to  work. 

Looking  around,  then,  for  something  more 
suitable  in  both  these  respects,  I found  that  for 
simplicity  of  calculation  nothing  approached  a 
scale  based  on  a 501b.  fish  measuring  50  inches. 
It  was  only  necessary  to  multiply  the  cube  of  the 
inches  by  four,  dot  off  the  last  four  figures  as 
decimals,  and  the  thing  was  done — just  one 
minute’s  work.  This  theory,  which  assessed  a 
3tt.  fish  at  18|lb.  still  underestimated  the 
weight  of  a well-conditioned  salmon,  but  answered 
my  purpose  sufficiently  well,  inasmuch  as  the 
only  fash  whose  weight  I was  in  a hurry  to  know 
were  the  very  big  ones,  nearly  always  old  males, 
light  for  their  length. 

Now  for  average  fish.  I have  prepared  the 
accompanying  table  for  lengths  from  30  inches  to 
oO  inches,  based  on  the  supposition  that  a salmon 
measuring  in  a straight  line  3 feet  from  tip  of 
snout  to  fork  of  tail  weighs  201b.  I selected  this 
staiidard  as  being  simple  to  remember,  and  as 
agreeing  very  closely  with  the  proportions  of  the 
fash  ot  which  I was  landing  the  largest  numbers 
namely,  those  of  from  151b.  to  241b. 

A comparison  of  the  table  with  the  actual  pro- 
portions  of  a considerable  number  of  fish  from 
11b.  to  411b.  showed  the  following  results  : Under 
olb.  the  weights  were  rather  below  the  standard; 
from  161b.  to  241b.,  both  inclusive,  the  weights 

^ ^ ‘^ent.  over”  at 

281b.  they  were  10  per  cent,  over  ; from  291b  to 
..3  b.  they  were  from  10  to  24  per  cent,  over;  at 
oolb.  and  3/lb.  they  were  20  per  cent.  over.  Of 
heavier  fish  I had  only  two,  one  of  391b.,  which 
was  6 per  cent  over,  and  one  of  411b.,  which  was 
2 per  cent,  under  the  standard. 

At  first  sight,  a system  requiring  an  adiust- 
m eat  of  from  5 per  cent,  under  to  24  per  cent,  over 
would  appear  of  small  value,  but  in  practice, 
knowing  what  a fish  would  weigh  if  it  were  in 
average  condition,  is  a very  great  help,  and  will 
safeguard  even  a novice  from  the  excessively 
wide  guesses  we  have  all  made  when  estimating 
the  weight  of  a fish  much  larger  or  much  smaller 
than  those  to  which  we  had  become. accustomed. 

r rom  the  divergencies  between  the  proportions 
ot  the  fash  experimented  upon  and  the  scale 
some  very  obvious  deductions  as  to  the  condition 


or  rather  as  to  tlie  shape  of  salmon  at  various 
stages  of  their  growth,  might  be  drawn,  but  such 
IS  not  the  object  of  this  paper,  nor  might  it  be 
safe  to  seek  to  base  any  general  law  on  a limited 
number  of  trials,  carried  out  only  for  part  of  one 
season  on  one  river. 
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Usually,  when  weather,  wind,  and  water,  each 
and  all,  are  suitable,  sport  on  most  of  the  autumn 
salmon  rivers  of  Scotland  is  best  between 
the  middle  of  September  and  the  20th  October. 
Generally  the  run  of  back-end  fish  of  heavy 
weight  comes  on  in  strength  earliest  in  Tay,  Earn, 
Spey,  North  Esk,  and  Deveron,  and  latest  in 
Tweed,  Err,  Y^than,  and  Ugie. 


The  in-rlver  and  district  net  fishings  of 
almost  all  the  principal  salmon  fisheries  of 
Scotland,  except  tlie  ^Pweed  and  the  North  and 
South  Esks,  ended  for  the  year  last  Saturday. 

The  ]S  orth  Esk  and  South  Esk,  with  their 
district  and  coast  fishings,  closed  for  the  year 
to  the  net  on  Thursday  of  this  week,  but  the 
Tweed  fishery  s netting  season,  for  no  reason 
understood  by  me,  is  prolonged  until  so  late 
over  as  the  14th  curt. 

The  netting  in  connection  with  those  cele- 
brated sea-trout  fisheries  Ugie,  Ythan,  and 
Howmore  winds  up  this  day  week.  Sept.  9. 

The  salmon  of  the  season  in  the  River  Deveron, 
caught  about  a fortnight  ago,  weighed  exactly  .541b. 

Lord  Saltoun,  Hare  Lug,  Scarlet  and  Teal, 
and  Silver  and  Teal  have,  on  quite  a lot  of  the 
rivers,  been  the  most  nailing  finnock  flies  during 
the  week. 

Since  last  reported.  Loch  Brora  has  yielded  to 
the  rods  some  very  nice  baskets  of  sea-trout, 
together  with  a fair  lot  of  good  yellow  trout. 
The  wrinkle  1 give  to  the  stranger  is.  Get  hold 
of  the  genial  and  amiable  Professor  of  Brora,  as, 
with  him  to  cieerone,  it  is  made  absolutely 
certain  that  the  best  baskets  of  the  day  will  be 
secured. 

Now  that  the  nets  are  off  the  river,  and  the 
protection  is  reckoned  efficient,  that  fine  stretch 
of  the  River  Deveron  at  Huntly,  extending  to  a 
number  of  miles,  and  containing  a lot  of  capital 
pools,  ought  henceforth,  when  the  water  is  in  ply, 
to  be  capital  for  back-end  salmon  angling.  In 
former  years  the  great  carry-on  in  poaching  per- 
fectly destroyed  the  ehances  of  the  rods  on  this 
delightful  reach  of  water,  generously  gifted  to 
the  public  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
and  Gordon. 

Quite  recently  seme  friends  have  been  enjoying 
splendid  sport  with  sea-trout  on  the  Voes  of  the 
U'tinia  ThuJe.  When  there  is  rain  enough, 
or  rather  there  has  been  rain  enough,  September 
pioves  the  best  month  of  the  year  for  sea-trout 
angling  on  the  best  w^aters  of  the  Shetlands. 

Among  the  last  of  the  successful  exploits  of 
the  “ People’s  Tribune,”  the  Right  Hon.  John 
Bright,  M.P.,  with  the  salmon  rod,  was  the  eapture 
of  a grilse  of  61b , on  the  Stanley  w'ater  of  the 
Tay,  seven  years  ago  to-day. 


As  a rule,  it  is  the  fairly  lower  and  middle 
reaches  of  the  rivers  that  give  the  best  autumn 
salmon  angling.  At  all  events  they  are  best  for 
sport  with  fresh-run  fish,  and  some  of  them  are 
akso  best  for  sport  with  fish  of  every  sort  and 
condition,  from  the  silvery-as-a-new-shilling, 
fresh-up  salmon  to  the  good-while  inland  real 
brown  kipper.  This  statement  applies  exclusively 
to  rivers  of  first  and  second  rate  size,  to  all  the 
reaches  of  which  the  fish  have  no  difficulty  of 
access. 

riujuTiNG  in  the  Island  of  Coll  proves  pretty 
gratifying,  and  now  that  the  lochs  have  been 
filled  to  their  usual  height,  a great  spurt  in  the 
sport  is  expected.  The  best  of  the  season  has 
probably  yet  to  come.  Anglers  putting  up  at 
Mr.  McClure’s,  Coll  Hotel,  have  fishing  tree,  and 
every  comfort. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Scotsman  that  “ Messrs, 
John  Anderson  and  Son,  Castle-street,  Edin- 
burgh,  have  received  from  Lord  Haddington’s 
fisheries  on  the  Tyne  a beautiful  salmon,  weighing 
51b.  6oz. — the  third  fish  that  has  reached  them 
from  this  river.  It  will  be  recollected  that 
Messrs.  Anderson  placed  in  the  Tyne  a number 
of  salmon  smolts,  reared  from  ova,  obtained  by 
permission  of  the  Tay  Fishery  Conservancy 
Board.  They  are  of  opinion  that  the  fish  now  on 
view  in  their  shop  is  one  that  has  returned  to  the 
Tyne,  as  no  salmon  have  hitherto  been  got  in  that 
river.  The  inference  is  that,  were  care  exercised, 
and  the  necessary  outlay  expended  for  artificial 
propagation  on  the  Tyne,  it  might  become  a very 
good  salmon  river  in  the  course  of  a few  years.” 
This  must  have  reference,  not  to  the  English 
Tyne,  but  to  a small  and  unimportant  river  of 
the  name  in  Haddington  county  or  East  Lothian, 
Scotland. 

Tuise  lures,  or  tubes  made  of  drainage  tubing 
are  wonderfully  fatal  lures  for  sea-trout  and 
finnock  in  most  tidal  lengths  in  the  right  seasons. 
The  different  colours  are  grey,  brown,  and  black. 
Pretty  much  all  round,  the  grey  is  considerably 
ahead  of  either  of  the  other  colours,  being  by  the 
bulk  of  anglers  considered  decidedly  superior  in 
attractiveness.  The  tubing  used  varies  in  cir- 
cumference from  under  jin.  to  over  and  in 
length  from  ^in.  to  2in.  A size  midway  between 
these  is  commonly  very  useful.  The  tube  is 
mounted  with  a single  hook  near  the  head,  and 
a triangle— No.  9,  10,  or  11  size— at  the  tail.  The 
hooks  sbould  be  of  sizes  to  correspond  exactly 
with  the  length  and  girth  of  the  tube. 

For  some  time  past  angling  on  the  Spey  has 
been  of  little  account,  but  presently  it  will  be 
commenced  with  vigour  for  tfae  back-end  on  the 
Duke  of  Richmand  and  Gordon’s  many  miles  of 
celebrated  fishery,  by  the  large  Ducal  party  at 
Gordon  L’astle,  Fochabers. 


JiiE  recent  heavy  rains  in  Scotland,  with  the 
wind  mostly  from  right  quarters,  ought  to  have 
had  the  effect  of  inducing  the  large  salmon  to 
approach  in  greater  numbers  the  coast-line  of 
the  rivers  that  have  a real  autumn  migration. 
Many  rivers  have  no  such  migration,  and  it 
would  be  well  for  anglers  to  bear  this  in  mind. 


Numbers  of  anglers  believe  that  every  river 
has  a run  of  large,  sound  autumn  fish,  and  con- 
sequently every  year  some  of  them  find  themselves 
done  for  and  befooled  tenants.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  are  not  a few  anglers  who  believe 
that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a good  salmon  to 
be  got  in  the  autumn. 


Because  of  having  yielded  magnificent  baskets 
of  sea-trout,  the  water  of  Oruden,  near  Lord 
Erroll’s  place  of  Slains  ( 'astle,  Aberdeenshire,  has 
of  late  years  become  quite  famous  in  the  autumn. 
When  it  fishes,  it  fishes  immensely  well,  esjie- 
in  Octolier,  but  it  is  purely  a spate-dependent 
stream. 


Trolling,  hitherto  untried  or  but  little  tried, 
would  seem  to  answer  well  on  the  8utherland- 
shire  lochs  fished  from  Forsinard  Hotel,  whereon 
in  twelve  successive  days,  quite  recently  gone  by, 
a couple  of  anglers,  combining  trolling  with  other 
fishing,  made  the  good  score  by  the  former 
method  of  nine  fine  sjiecimens  of  the  Salmo- 
feroK. 

In  good  numbers  sea-trout  are  up,  and  going 
up,  the  West  Water  of  the  North  Esk,  whereon 
some  anglers  from  about  Edzell  made  fine  baskets 
last  week.  Messrs.  Robertson  and  Philip  had 
each  good  takes  of  sea  and  yellow  trout,  and  Mr. 
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H.  Watt,  after  a great  tussle.  “ grassed  a beauty  ” 
of  2Alb.  to  top  his  basket  with. 

Angling  on  the  famous  Invercauld  Hotel 
salmon  fishery  at  Ballater  is  rather  slow  mean 
time;  but  the  ang'ers  tb-ro  wbo  go  under  the 
charge  of  that  celebrated  lisber  aud  hi>Ii  uctor  m 
fishing,  Donald  Morgan,  the  head  gdlie,  although 
they  may  not  get  sport  are  sure  to  get  many 
such  useful  wrinkles  to  stand  them  in  stead  in 
the  future  as  precious  few  others  could  impart. 

For  numbers  of  large  trout  killed  and  the 
steadiness  of  the  Kyle  sea-trout  angling  this 
year’s  season  on  the  Tongue  Hotel  waters  has,  up 
to  date,  proved  quite  as  good  as  any  one  of  recent 
years.  Such  good  sport  to  his  guests  in  the  year 
inaugurating  his  tenancy  must  assuredly  be  very 
gratifying  to  Mr.  McTnnes.  the  hotel  keeper.  At 
Scourie,  too,  where  Mr.  Findlayson  took  on  the 
hotel  this  season,  the  angling  has  done  capitally, 
and  been  remarkably  well  patronised. 

Some  time  or  other  during  the  season  the  whole 
lot  of  the  sea-trout  fisheries  of  the  west  and  north 
coasts  of  Sutherlandshire  have  fished  remarkably 
well.  Several  are  still  continuing  to  attord  very 
good  sport  with  sea-trout,  fresh  come  in. 

Johnnie  Sltherl.\nd,  the  celebrated  gillie  at 
Durness,  writes ; — “ The  sea  pools  fished  veiy 
well  this  week.  Col.  Grant,  fishing  them  on  the 
22nd,  had  one  salmon  and  three  sea-trout.  Un 
Loch  Meadich  the  next  day  he  had  eight  brown 
trout  weighing  841b.  On  the  25th  he  had 
one  grilse  and  two  sea-trout  on  the  sea  pools. 
Mr.  Masson  fished  Loch  Sean  on  23rd  and  caught 
two  sea-trout  741b.,  largest  4|lb.  On  H'lday  e 
fished  the  sea  pools  getting  one  grilse  of  olb.  Un 
Loch  Crosspool  in  the  evening  he  had  one  trout 
of  21b  The  Capeside  lochs  fished  well,  from 
thirty  to  forty  trout  to  each  rod  per  day.  Mr. 
Brown  got  grand  sport  on  the  river.  Ihe  river 
and  sea  pools  have  done  famously  this  se.ison  as 
yet.”  


weight,  and  this  season  closes  the  poorest  for 
grilse  for  many  years.  I may  almost  say  they 
have  been  a failure,  as  there  has  not  been  landed 
half  the  number  of  any  previous  year  for  a good 
while  back.  At  a great  many  of  the  stations  they 
have  not  averaged  more  than  41b  Sea- trout 
made  a very  good  show,  although  the  dry  wea-her 
the  elrly’  ?art  ot  the  season  kept  them  btek 
and  made  them  rather  later  than  they  usually  are 
In  the  latter  end  of  June  and  first  half  of  July 
they  made  a very  good  appearance,  and  a great 
many  were  got  during  that  time.  They  ^ere  of 
beautiful  quality  and  some  of  good  sizes  the 
weights  being  from  lib.  tip  ^ 
while  the  average  would  be  about  lilb.  The  last 
two  days  of  the  fishing  here  were  rather  poor 
owing  to  there  being  a change  ot  weather  and 
little  wind.  During  the  fortnight  previous  to 
that  the  Dee  and  Don  districts  did  remarkably 
well  for  the  sea  coast,  and  a great  many  ot  the 
fish  were  from  401b.  to  481b.  Farther  south 
many  were  over  501b.  Salmon  meantime  look 
well  for  a good  autumn  run,  but  it  will  depend 
greatly  on  the  weather  and  the  state  of  the  river 
A good  many  of  the  female  salmon  are 
beginning  to  get  pretty  well  laden  with  spawn 
and  would  readily  take  the  rivers  if 
temptation  of  a little  more  water,  lo  aU  appear- 
ance grilse  are  very  scarce.  Towards  the  latter 
end  they  made  no  improvement  in  numbers,  but 
fell  off.  They  were  rather  better  in  size  and 
quality  the  last  fortnight,  and  they  may  yet 
appear  in  larger  numbers  towards  the  month  of 
October  Finnocks  seem  to  be  quite  plentiiul  in 
the  tideways,  although  they  are  very  shy  owing 
to  the  water  being  so  clear 

made  any  appearance  outside  the  tidal  waters, 
but  I think  that  should  we  have  a,  general  rise 
in  the  rivers  soon,  the  finnock  fishing  wiU  be  a 
good  one.  If  we  do  not  get  more  water  into  the 
rivers,  however,  it  must  interrupt  the  finnock 
fishing  greatly,  and  I am  afraid  little  will  be  done. 
The  number  of  boxes  of  fish  received  at  Billings- 
gate this  year  for  the  week  ending  Aug.  19  was 
1135,  while  for  the  same  period  last  year  it  was 
lb95!  


burgh  Mr.  Paterson,  ten  trout,  51b.;  West  of 
Scotland  Club,  Mr.  Macniven,  fourteen  trout, 
131b  7ol ; Falkirk  Club,  Mr.  Hogg,  twelve  trout, 
81b  14oz. ; Pollockshields  Club,  Mr. 

teen  trout,  141b.  6oz. ; St.  Mungo  Club,  Mr.  Kater, 
twentv-eio-ht  trout,  221b.  8oz. ; Kinross-shire  Club, 
trout,  61b.  1440.1  Waverley 
Club,  Mr.  Morri.,  eight  trout,  “'J' T5 
most  successful  private  parties  °nt  w^e^  Mr. 
Hood  twenty-nine  trout,  211b.;  Mr.  JNablocn, 
thirty  trout,  231b.;  Mr.  Skinner,  thirty-two  t^rout, 
29J^lb.  • Mr.  Ogilvie,  thirty-eight  trout,  ’ 

Messrs.  Mason  and  Hardy  (two  rods), 
trout  49ilb.  There  have  still  to  be  reported  t 
Putrout  Prioe  a, id  the  Championship  competi- 
tions,  which  come  off  to  wind  up  the  season. 


The  Loch  Leven  season,  it  is 
able  to  report,  has  proved  a good  deal  better 
than  it  did  last  year.  Recently 
some  magnificent  baskets  were  got,  7 

private  auglers  and  those  engaged  in  club  co 
petitions.  Although  last  year  fewer  fisb 
llusht  they  reached  a better  average  weight 
San  those^got  this  year.  For  several  weeks 
nrecedinc  last  week  the  fishing  was  the  poorest 
St  the  season,  and  only  the  trout  came 

nn  readily,  in  consequence  of  the  low  state  o 
the  locb.^and  the  close,  calm,  fine  weather  that 
prevailed.  

EnoEikh  to  me  lor  the  week  the 
captupee,  end  the  lochs  y'eU'Og  ‘■'“’.S*; 
Loch  Garry,  one,  71b. ; Loch  Gorm,  one,  4 > 

LochCraggie,  two,  3|lb.  and  81b.;  Loch  Loyal, 
five,  51b.,  6lb.,  61b.,  71b.,  71b. 


Since  about  three  weeks  ago  quite  a lot  of 
magnificent  sport  has  been  had  by  rods  on  the 
Dionard  waters  in  Sutherlandshire. 

The  bigger  fish  are  now  taking  better  in  the 
Taynuilt  Hotel  section  of  the  River  Awe,  Argyll- 
shire, whereon  most  of  the  summer  splendid 
baskets  of  sea-trout  have  proved  the  rule. 

I HAVE  the  following  interesting  summary  rela- 
tive to  the  salmon  season  on  the  North  h^st 
coast  from  an  Aberdeen  correspondent : “ In  Dee 
and  Don  districts  the  sea  fished  very  well  tor 
salmon,  which  have  been  far  beyond  last  year  s 
produce.  The  prices  also  have  been  better, 
especially  during  the  summer  months;  the 
highest  being  2s.  fid.  per  pound  and  the  lowest  lUd. 
per  pound.  Several  of  the  stations  in  the  ' tar 
north,”  however,  were  very  poorly  fished,  borne 
of  them  had  unfavourable  weatbp,  but  there 
never  seemed  to  be  many  fish  on  their  coast.  le 
rivers  Dee  and  Don  were  very  poorly  fashed 
owing  to  their  low  state.  Fish  were  not  inclined 
to  swim,  and  in  consequence  of  the  want  ot 
grilse  many  of  the  rivers  have  closed  with  less 
than  half  last  year’s  take.  A good  few  of  the 
sea  stations  such  as  the  Harbour  Commissioners 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Dee,  the  Nether  Don  fishings 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Don,  and  a few  more  of  the 
principal  stations  south  and  north  of  Aberdeen 
have  closed  with  about  an  average  fashing. 
The  spring  fishing  was  rather  poor,  and  under  an 
average  until  the  end  of  April  or  beginning  of 
May,  when  salmon  began  to  improve  both  in 
finality  and  quantity,  which  they  continued  to  do 
throughout  the  summer  months;  and  in  the 
latter  end  of  July  and  during  August  some  very 
fine  hauls  were  got  both  at  the  mouth  ot  the  Dee 
and  Don  fishings.  At  the  Nether  Don  fishings 
there  were  no  less  than  170  salmon  one  day,  many 
of  them  heavy  fish  from  301b.  to  401b.  Salmon 
have  been  of  tirst-class  quality  during  the  summer 
months.  Their  average  weight  from  start  to 
finish  of  the  season  would  be  about  131b.,  but 
from  May  1 to  Aug.  26  it  would  be  at  least  Ifilb. 
Grilse  were  late  in  making  their  appearance 
three  weeks  at  least.  They  were  of  rather  poor 
quality  and  never  appeared  in  very  great 
numbers.  They  have  proved  to  be  far  short  in 


Goon  baskets  of  a mixed  sort  were  had  on  the 
imall  river  Kinglas  last  week. 

Some  fine  salmon  and  fair  baskets  of  sea-trout 
and  herling  are  being  got  by  anglers  on  the 
Annan.  

Anglers  from  Taycreggan  Hotel,  Loch  Awe 
are  finding  the  sport  with  the  trout  ot  the  hill 
lochs  very  good  at  the  present  time. 

With  nothing  now  to  check  them,  salmon, 
grilse,  and  sea- trout  are  running  the  Earn  which, 
having  been  freshened  by  a flood  the  other  day, 
ought  soon  to  be  yielding  good  sport,  given  a 
continuance  of  auspicious  conditions. 

Anglers  have  had  capital  sport  with  sea-trout 
on  the  Carron,  Wester  Ross,  late  this  summer. 

SroRT  on  the  River  Ness  has  improved,  and 
lately  several  of  the  rods  have  had  days  of  grati- 
fying salmon  and  grilse  angling. 

The  Spey  finnocks  are  coming  up  well,  and 
some  baskets  of  them,  running  as  high  as  301b., 
are  being  secured.  On  Dee  and  Don  the  sport 
with  these  game  little  fishes  is  very  slack  mean- 
time.   


The  rainfall  of  last  week  put  the  Dumfries- 
shire Esk  into  better  fishing  gear  and  brought 
up  a lot  of  good  fish.  Sport,  as  "light  be 
expected,  has  improved  since.  At  an  outing  one 
angler  had  twenty-three  sea-trout  and  herling. 

Not  in  great  numbers,  but  still  in  numbers  to 
oive  anglers  some  encouragement,  salmon  aie 
now  running  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee,  on  which 
several  good  “ back-enders  ” of  considerable 
weight  have  been  got  since  the  nets  were  taken  off. 

Early  last  week  there  was  a vigorous  spurt  in 
the  sport  on  Loch  Leven  which,  since  then,  has 
kept  up  very  well.  The  clubs  that  had  competi- 
tions Lring  the  ^eek,  together  with  the  first 

prize  men  are  : Bridge  ot  Allan  C "b,  Di  . Allu  , 
eighteen  trout,  141b.  fiiz  ; Cockburn  Club,  Edin- 


CIRCUMVENTING  the  fish 
POACHER. 

I HAVE  long  been  disposed  to  think  that  fish 
culture  might  be  reduced  to  a minimum  if  one 
“sSt  coulS  be  secured.  . 

a cross  in  breed,  is  desired,  I believe  all  our 

northern  rivers  have  m themselves  all  tne 
elements  necessary  to  produce  a f 

of  fish  if  the  fish  had  fair  play.  By  fan  play  1 
do  not  mean  abstention  from  angling,  for  I 
believe  Stewart’s  dictum  that  no  river  was  ever 
yet  ruined  by  fair  angling 

, or  “y  Sd's  lye 

r*S”S“during  the  proprietorship  ol  a 
crentleman  whose  tendencies  were  more  towards 
rcience  than  angling,  became 

^r"ewTa?!'no%tcLrVwep'c^ 

Lt«:a-  nhTLf 

nriHle-e  of  occasionally  fishing  it,  was  in  a 

TosTDof  to°observe  One  day,  by 

I had  a chat  with  the  owner, 

caring  nothing  for  angling  himself,  to 

able  to  provide  sport  for  his 

decided  to  stake  the  water  thoioughlj . , 

in  three  years  that  water  had  come  back  to  the 

state  in  which  it  was  in  its  most 

the  ownership  of  the  previous  Proprietor,  who 

was  an  angler,  though  not  a very  keen  on  . 

r=a“,“ic;,  ia  At  briU  f ■'Vh'rThl 

loisoner  came  h,  a«d  ruined  a mile  of  «ater  for 
Diree  years  more,  but  that  has  nothing  to  do 
Sh  Ty  story,  except  to  this  extent-prevent 
poisoniiL  and^ netting,  and  your  water  will  need 

X?ed°U^  mind  o"f  Ih? ideT^tha^t  Stakes  were^a 

rtC7XTn^KSh^oK 
I ^preS  l:fhad7kfn?h:nd,.:nn^^^ 

sent  men  to  prison  without  the  option  of  a fine, 
he  had  served  three  months  in  Lancaster  Cast  e, 
a7  that  Til  spite  of  the  fact  that  he,  by  force, 
nJevented  a viblent  assault  on  a gamekeeper  by 
Tnother  member  of  the  gang. 

L a respectable  member  of  society,  a fair  hshei, 


and/»a  good  one,  and  a member  of  the  committee 
of  an  angling  association.  I have  frequently 
seen  that  old  converted  poachers  are  admirably 
adapted  for  such  posts. 

In  the  village  inn,  on  a Saturday  night,  I 
happened  to  meet  with  my  ex-poacher,  when  he 
had  had  a “ glass,”  and  was  in  a very  loquacious 
mood.  1 mding  him  disposed  to  be  quietly  con- 
fadential  in  the  hubbub  which  prevailed  around, 
politics  being  debated  with  the  usual  taproom 
noise,  I judiciously  kept  him  primed,  and  was 
initiated  into  the  ins  and  outs  of  fish  poaching. 
In  the  course  of  conversation  I expressed  niy 
thorough  belief  in  staking.  My  ex-poacher 
laughed  at  stakes.  Let  me  stake  a stream  as  I 
would,  he  declared,  and  he  could  always  get  a 
few  trout  when  he  wanted  them.  How  ? I 
asked,  innocently.  Why  thus.  He  would  some 
night  run  a net  straight  across  the  water  between 
my  stakes,  the  net  being  weighted  at  the  bottom, 
and  then  he  and  his  confederates  would  go  down 
the  water,  and,  walking  up,  stone  it  as  they 
advanced.  The  fish  would  be  driven  into  the  net 
and  they  would  simply  draw  it  straight  to  land’ 
never  touching  my  stakes.  “But,”  said  he, 
there  is  a way,  and  only  one,  of  completely 
stopping  netting.”  At  this  moment  my  ex- 
poacher got  involved  in  a discussion  as  to 

whether  it  wasn  t “ a d d shame  to  massacre 

^^^®ndish,  and  I had  to  bide  my  time. 
When  I was  enabled  to  claim  his  attention 
again  he  confided  to  me  in  a lowered  tone, 
that  his  specific  for  netting  was  harhed  tvh-e. 
Barbed  wire  is  one  of  my  pet  aversions,  and  I 
began  to  combat  his  views  at  once,  but  my  ex- 
poacher held  to  his  opinions.  He  would  run  it 
up  the  middle  of  the  stream  wherever  netting  was 
practicable,  and  the  netters,  he  contended,  would 
be  helpless.  I jiointed  out  that  anglers  would 
lose  fish  which  became  entangled  in  his  wire,  but 
he  made  light  of  that.  “ You  would  have  twenty 
times  as  many  fish,”  he  said,  “ and  the  loss  of  one 
or  two  would  be  a matter  of  small  consequence 
Besides,  I would  drive  in  the  stakes  till  they 
were  only  three  inches  high,  and  run  the  wire 
along  the  top  two  and  a half  or  three  inches 
from  the  bottom.” 

_ The  more  I think  of  this  plan  the  better  I like 
It— for  streams  liable  to  be  netted.  It  is  obvious 
that  my  ex-poacher’s  method  of  netting  among 
stakes,  even  in  low  water,  is  not  practised  every- 
where, else  the  stakes  in  the  stream  I spoke  of 
would  not  have  been  so  effective  as  they  proved  ; 
but  barbed  wire  would  prevent  netting  of  every 
kind,  up  to  the  wholesale  sweeping  out  of  trout  in 
times  of  flood.  There  is  only  one  serious  objec- 
tion to  the  useof  barbed  wire,  and  that  is  that  cattle 
in  summer  would  tear  their  feet  with  it.  But, 
after  all,  the  places  frequented  by  cattle  in  hot 
weather  are  limited,  and  in  such  places  the  wire 
could  be  taken  out,  say  from  the  middle  of  May 
to  the  end  of  August,  replacing  it  to  do  dutv  all 
the  rest  01  tbe  year.  The  cost  of  the  wire  and 
putting  it  in  would  certainly  be  less  than  that  of 
thoroughly  staking  a river. 

After  this  my  temporary  chum  proceeded  to 
demonstrate  how  poachers  could  often  be  circum- 
vented by  bolder  action  on  the  part  of  fair  aritilers 
and  their  representatives.  For  example,  the 
other  day  he,  in  his  capacity  of  committeeman, 
received  a hint  that  a fellow,  who  had  neither 
leave  nor  licence  to  fish  in  any  of  the  local 
waters,  had  taken  a parcel  of  trout  to  the  station, 
consigned  to  a fishmonger  in  a large  Yorkshire 
town  Ihereupon  he,  as  committeeman,  went  and 
seized  the  fish,  opened  the  parcel,  and  found  a 
stone  of  beautiful  trout ; found  also  a note,  which 
he  opened,  and  ascertained  that  it  was  written  in 
the  narne,  not  of  the  suspected  poacher,  but  of  the 
man  with  whom  he  lodged.  It  conveyed  the 
information  that  the  consignee  could  have  as 
many  more  trout  as  he  liked,  from  the  same 
source.  The  next  move  of  the  committeeman 
was  to  induce  the  village  policeman  to  accompany 
him  to  interview  the  suspected  poacher.  The 
latter  individual,  awed  by  the  blue  coat,  denied 
t at  he  had  despatched  any  fish,  and  denied  that 
he  had  written  the  letter.  His  landlord  also 
ripudiated  the  letter.  After  this  all  was  plain 
sailing  for  the  committeeman  and  the  secretary  ; 
they  sent  the  fish  as  presents  to  river  pro- 
prietors who  were  good  friends  of  the  associa- 
tion,  and  felfc  that  they  had  killed  two  birds  wdth 
one  stone  “Very  bold  of  you,”  I said,  ‘ but 
have  you  heard  the  last  of  it?”  “I  think  so,” 


responded  the  committeeman  ; “ the  fellow  is 
making  a claim  on  the  railway  company  for  the 
undelivered  fish,  but  he  will  be  put  off  by  some 
excuse  or  other,  and  we  shall  hear  no  more  about 
It.  All  very  fine,”  said  I,  “ but  if  he  had  a 
smart  lawyer  at  his  back  you  would  be  prosecuted 
for  stealing  the  fish.  However,  that  is  one  way, 
and,  when  dealing  with  notorious  poachers,  not 
an  unsafe  way  of  circumventing  the  netters,  and 
wish  others  interested  in  the  suppression  of 
poaching  had  as  much  pluck.”  Giieta. 


[ Greta  says : — “ There  is  only  one  serious 
objection  to  barbed  wire  run  along  the  bed  of  a 
river,  viz.,  possible  injury  to  cattle.”  It  seems 
to  us  that  there  would  be  very  great  danger  to 
anglers  wading,  to  bathers,  and  to  anyone  acci- 
dentally falling  into  the  river.  Barbed  wire 
oiigtit  to  be  illegal  in  any  place. — En.] 


BORDER  ESK. 


Bv  Gilnockie. 

In  reference  to  a letter  which  appeared  in  these 
columns  on  July  15,  signed”  Gazette,”  asking  me 
to  “ give  the  hire  with  which  fish  are  caught”  on 
the  above  river,  I must  repeat  that  1 have  never 
professed  to  be  able  to  accomplish  that  very 
desirable  feat,  and  have  for  several  years  only 
recorded  the  doings  on  the  Esk  and  Liddle  so 
far  as  my  knowledge  extended.  The  state  of  the 
river  is  the  index  as  to  what  lure  to  choose,  and  a 
few  days  after  a flood  is  the  time  for  selecting 
the  fly,  which  can  be  best  obtained  from  the  local 
fly  dressers.  A capital  fly  dresser  resides  in 
Longtown,  a Mr.  Scott,  whom  every  one  knows; 
there  are  numbers  in  Canonbie  who  can  easily  be 
found,  and  Mr.  Anderson,  of  Langholm,  can 
^pply  the  needful  for  the  upper  reaches. 
1 erhaps  the  best  division  of  the  river  for  fly 
fishing  is  the  Metal  Bridge  section  between 
Longtown  and  the  Metal  Bridge,  where  there  is  a 
cosy  inn  and  comfortable  quarters  for  anglers. 
When  the  water  is  in  trim  the  best  bait  fishintJ- 
IS  to  be  had  between  the  Scottish  Border  (com” 
mencing  with  the  Cauldron  and  Willow  pools) 
and  Giluockie  Tower,  about  a four  and  a half  mile 
stretch  of  water,  which  runs  through  the  most 
charming  patch  of  scenery  to  be  found  in  the 
south  of  Scotland.  At  the  time  of  writing  the 
river  is  fairly  well  supplied  with  grilse,  sea-trout, 
and  whiting,  and  an  occasional  salmon  is  now  and 
again  landed.  A few  general  remarks,  however, 
may  be  of  service  to  intending  visitors  to  the  Esk 
and  Liddle.  Then  let  us  start  from  Langholm 
and  ramble  down  the  romantic  vale  of  the  Esk 
until  we  come  to  the  no  less  interesting  valley  of 
the  Liddle.  From  Skipper’s  Bridge  below  Lang- 
holm, the  road  runs  along  the  banks  of  the  river 
for  over  a mile  amid  a combination  of  rock,  wood, 
and  water  seldom  witnessed.  The  Caul  pool’ 
famous  for  sea-trout  when  the  water  is  a trifle 
muddy  ; a little  lower  down  the  Hole  o’  the  Lake, 
a^  good  salmon  cast ; and  further  on  the  Skipper’s 
Gullets,  an  equally  good  spot.  AYe  ai*e  now  at 
ttie  Skipper’s  Bridge,  and  still  in  sight  of  the 
town.  Beyond  the  bridge  are  the  Skipper’s  pool 
and  Big  and  Little  Sonie,  capital  for  all-round 
fishing.  Passing  through  the  Broomholm  reserved 
water,  we  travel  on  through  the  magnificent  Dean 
Banks  woods,  considered  the  finest  drive  in  all 
Scotland,  and  soon  find  ourselves  at  Gilnockie 
Tower,  four  miles  from  Lingholm.  In  quick 
succession  we  pass  the  Tower  pool,  a famous  cast, 
and  almost  equally  so  the  following  in  their 
order : Shortsholm  pool,  Cat-Clints,  Greystone, 
Tommy’s  pool.  Hush,  Knottyholm  stream,  the 
Goats,  Tiummel’s  pool,  Dead  Nook  (opposite  Cross 
Keys),  Prior  pool.  Long  pool.  Round  pool,  March 
pool.  Mason  stream.  Willow  pool.  Cauldron  and 
Thistle,  which  brings  us  to  the  Netherby  water, 
about  a mile  or  so  from  Netherby  Hall.  Now  the 
best  of  these  casts  is  the  Willow  pool,  the  Caul- 
dron comes  next.  The  best  of  the  others  are 
the  Tower  pool  (opposite  Gilnockie  Tower), 
Shortsholm  Pool,  Trummel’s  pool.  Prior  pool,  and 
Mason  stream,  about  two  miles  of  water.  Let 
us  now  take  a leap  to  Penton  Linns,  the  fairest 
spot  on  the  Liddle,  and  the  resort  of  thousands 
of  tourists  during  the  summer  months,  who  find 
their  way  thither  in  order  to  gaze  on  the  stupen- 
dous rocks  that  rise  high  and  dry  above  the  frothy 
current  which  extends  from  black  Cow  Ugly 


pool  to  the  Double  Pot,  a narrow  path  through 
which  the  water  rushes  with  great  fury,  both  in 
summer  and  winter. 

Before  starting  to  fish  in  the  Liddle,  a word  to 
anglers  is  necessary.  Many  anglers,  good  and 
true,  visit  the  Border  streams,  to  whom  worm 
fashing  is  objectionable.  Such  ought  to  stay 
away.  The  Border  rivers  run  very  rapidly,  they 
flood  in  a few  hours,  run  brown  the  second  day, 
and  on  the  third  are  as  clear  as  crystal.  The, 
worm  must,  therefore,  be  used  at  times ; but  of 
course  some  think  the  worm  lowers  the  ai’t.  On 
the  other  hand,  others  contend  that  clear  water 
worm  fishing  best  repays  the  angler  both  in  fish 
and  sport.  With  a rod  IGft.  or  18ft.,  so  that  he 
can  command  a long  stretch  in  front  of  him,  stiff 
in  butt  and  middle,  with  a fire  springy  top,  a line 
well  balanced,  and  a gut  even  finer  than  the  fly- 
fisher  would  use,  the  angler  only  wants  skill  to 
handle  them  to  make  a creditable  basket  in  any 
water  or  weather.  Steering  up  as  far  as  the  Clinty 
pool,  we  retrace  our  steps  and  visit  the  Bridge 
pool;  Cow Uglv  pool, a perfect  cauldron,  and  black 
as  midnight;  Lang  Penton,  a splendid  cast  and 
easily  fished;  indeed, all  the  pools  down  to  Liddle 
mot,  where  it  joins  the  Esk  at  the  point  of 
Canonbie  Lea,  are  come-at-able  spots,  and 
20od  for  bait  fishing  after  a flood.  From  Penton 
Linns  to  the  confluence  of  the  Esk  and  Liddle  is 
a two  mile  stretch  of  water  teeming  with  historic 
reminiscences  and  Border  romance.  Skipping 
the  reserved  Netherby  water  between  Scotch 
Dyke  and  Longtown,  the  best  pitches  between 
the  last-named  place  and  the  Metal  Bridge  are 
the  Iron  Rail  Flat,  the  Sheep’s  AVash,  Birrel’s 
weir,  Wilkin’s  pool.  Burn  Foot  Fiat,  and  the 
Roost.  “'The  Roost,”  Miss' Car tner,  the  genial 
landlidy  of  the  Metal  Bridge  Hotel,  once  told  me, 
AYas  the  best  o’  a’  the  lot ; gie  me  the  Roost,” 
observed  Miss  Cartner,  “ and  you  can  ha’e  a’  the 
others.’  In  fact,  the  Roost  is  a kind  of  Cauldron 
pool  and  AYillow  pool  rolled  into  one,  with  a 
greater  volume  of  water.  The  river  here  is  easy 
of  access,  and  fishing  from  both  banks  can  be 
indulged  in  without  interruption  by  rock,  bank, 
bush,  or  scaur. 


THE  SPEY. 


AYijen  putting  the  question  to  an  old  fisherman 
recently  as  to  what  in  his  opinion  would  do  most 
to  improve  ihe  fishing  on  the  Spey,  he  at  once 
said,^  Remove  the  Duke’s  nets.”  This  was  done 
on  Saturday,  or,  in  other  words,  the  net  fishing 
for  salmon  closed  for  the  season  on  that  date. 
To  theni  all  over  the  season  has  been  the  most 
disappointing  of  recent  years,  and  is  much  behind 
that  of  last  year,  which  in  itself  showed  a 
falling  off  of  nearly  a third  when  compared 
with  1889.  So  many  opinions  are  vouchsafed 
for  the  yearly  falling  off  that  one  is  diffident 
in  offering  an  opinion.  It  is,  however,  the 
opinion  of  not  a lew  that  the  recent  prolonged 
drought  has  been  in  no  small  measure  account- 
able for  the  falling  off  this  >ear,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  small  volume  of  fresh  water  finding 
its  way  into  the  sea  was  not  sufficient  to  induce 
the  fish  that  were  off  the  coast  to  come  in  about 
or  ascend  the  river.  The  quality  and  weight, 
however,  wereencouraging,  the  heaviest  averaging 
from  iJOlb.  to  3.51b.  and  401b.,  and  over,  the 
heaviest,  which  was  caught  in  the  river  nets, 
being,  as  noted  some  time  ago.  the  fine  weight  of 
571b.  Owing  also  to  the  small  volume  of  water 
running  for  such_  a lengthened  period,  the  bulk 
of  the  fish  netted  in  the  river  have  been  caught  at 
the  mouth,  the  fishing  in  the  upper  or  Fochaber’s 
section  having  been  a comparative  failure.  The 
general  average  weight  of  the  fish  for  the  season 
was  from  121b.  to  141b.  and  161b  , with  a few  at' 
201b.  The  grilse  fishing  on  the  river  has  been  a 
failure,  and  the  number  caught  in  the  sea  was  far 
from  encouraging. 


Plague  of  Dog  Fish.— Mr.  Esslemont,  chair- 
man of  the  Fishery  Board,  recently  held  a 
conference  wdth  fishermen  in  Lerwick  in  regard 
fo  the  plague  of  dog  fish  on  the  Shetland  coast. 
Various  plans  for  abating  the  scourge  were 
discussed,  but  it  was  generally  admitted  that 
any  methods  of  capture  that  could  be  adopted 
wc'u’d  have  little  effect. 
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AN  AUTUMN  HOLIDAY:  HOW  TO  SPEND  IT 

{Continued  from  page  177.) 


Marsh  Bridge  is  reached  as  the  shadows  i 
deepen,  and  soon  the  rose-embowered  cottage,  the 
home  of  the  late  B.  C.  Marshall,  better  known  to 
the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  as  “ Iron 
Blue.”  I cannot  pass  it  by  without  regret  at  the  . 
death  of  such  a man,  a friend  to  the  stranger,  and 
to  those  who  knew  him  more  than  a friend— a | 
gentleman  and  a sportsman;  one  whose  place  | 
will  be  hard  to  fill,  and  whose  cheery  voice  and  fece  i 
will  be  missed  by  many.  On,  past  New  Building, 
and  the  roar  of  the  weir  water  is  heard.  Above, 
the  heights  of  Mount  Sydenham  stand,  like  a 
sentinel,  keeping  watch  over  the  valley  and  its 
waters.  Here,  by  the  weir,  are  found  some 
cottages  under  the  rocks;  in  one  of  these  lives 


By  LIBERIA. 

oranting  permission  a day’s  fishing  can  be 
eiiioyed  from  Chilly  Bridge  to  Winsford  Cross. 
Tickets  can  be  obtained  from  Win.  Comber,  one 
of  the  keepers  on  the  river  ; whose  house  can  easily 
be  found.  About  two  miles  from  Chilly  Bridge 
up  the  river,  a cottage  is  seen  embedded  in  roses 
and  evergreens,  with  a background  of  oak  coppice, 
a picture  for  any  artist.  Such  is  the  home  of  a 
faithful  servant  of  a good  master.  Here  we  can 
start  fishing  on  the  left  bank  only,  that  on  the 
right  bank  being  the  property  of  Capt.  Everett, 
and  strictly  preserved. 

The  best  tlies  for  the  Eve  will  be  a Red 
Upright,  Badger  Half  Stone,  and.  Silver  Twist, 
or  Hare’s  Flax,  and  often  a Governor  will  kill 


and  retrace  our  steps  to  the  cottage.  Below 
this  cottage  the  fishing  is  better  and  the  water 
deeper,  still  the  everlasting  bushes  interfere 
with  casting.  Some  good  openings,  however,  can 
be  found  amongst  them,  and  every  trout  adds 
weight  to  the  creel.  ( )n  to  Kent’s  Weir,  then  on 
to  Chilly  Bridge,  about  two  and  a half  miles  from 
the  cottage,  making  in  all  nearly  five  miles  of 

fishing.  . 

The  climb  up  out  of  the  Ese  valley  is  a stilt 
one,  until  the  common  is  reached,  but  here  a 
splendid  view  is  to  be  had  of  the  surrounding 
country — the  valleys  of  the  Barle  and 
stretching  far  away  towards  the  bleak  ranges  of 
Exmoor,  in  the  distance.  As  the  angler  pauses 


{This  itlHsli'iilii 

a fisherman  who  will  always  accompany  the  j 
stranger  for  a day  and  show  him  the  water  for  a 
small  fee.  His  advice  .should  not  be  discarded, 
for  he  knows  every  inch  of  the  river,  and  where  a 
trout  is  likely  to  make  his  home.  He  is  known 
by  the  sobriquet  of  “Uncle  Bob”;  any  boy  in  the 
town  knows  him  well,  and  can  easily  find  him. 

The  lights  of  Uulverton  now  appear,  and  after  a 
long  day  a rest  is  welcome.  * bi  the  following 
morning  we  turn  to  the  River  Exe.  The  sceiiei  j 
is  difiereiit  in  the  valley,  and  the  river  vaiies 
from  the  Barle,  as  well  as  the  fish  those  from  the 
Barle  dark  and  lank,  from  the  Exe  light  in  coloui' 
and  plump  in  condition  ; and,  inch  for  inch,  weigh 
more  than  the  other.  The  bed  of  the  Exe  is 
sandy,  while  that  of  the  Barle  is  rough  and 
rocky. 

( )n  the  Exe  most  of  the  fishing  is  the  property 
of  Gir  T.  D.  Acland,  through  whose  kindness  in 


TORR  STEPS,  ON  THE  BARLE. 

n is  from.  Mr.  R.  D.  Rlarhmore's  celehrnted  novel  “7, 

well.  Between  the  cottage  and  Bridgetown  are 
some  good  pools  and  broken  water,  where  trout  ! 
can  be  taken,  and  should  the  angler  be  fortunate  ! 
enough  to  hook  a good  fish,  he  will  say  they  fight  > 
well  for  their  lives.  The  first  half  mile  above 
Bridgetown  is  not  of  much  use,  as  it  is  often 
nearly  dry  from  the  working  of  the  mill.  At 
the  mill  pond  is  some  S]ilendid  fishing  when  the 
water  is  tv  little  coloured,  and  a good  basket  of 
fish  has  been  taken  in  this  pool  alone.  Above  the 
pool,  up  to  the  Cross,  about  half  a mile,  is  some 
very  good  water,  which  often  yields  a few  good 
fish.  Above  this,  for  some  miles,  the  fishing  is  of 
j little  use,  being  overgrown  with  bushes.  T urn 
j to  the  right  across  the  bridge,  again  to  the  right, 
i and  Bridgetown  is  soon  reached  by  the  high 
road.  Here  another  bridge  Avill  take  you  back 
again  on  to  the  left  bank  of  the  stream  into  the 
i meadows  we  have  been  fishing  in  the  morning. 


•ornn  Doo/ie.”] 

he  will  perceive  that  the  sun,  which  is  shedding  a 
flood  of  glory  through  the  rosy  clouds  that  for 
half  an  hour  before  partly  obscured  his  rays,  will 
in  ten  minutes  sink  behind  the  western  hills. 
Involuntarily  he  stands  for  awhile  to  gaze  upon 
the  scene.  Everything  around  him  in  the  soli- 
tude of  the  hills  seems  quiet  and  composed,  but 
not  sad.  The  face  of  nature  appears  with  a 
chastened  loveliness,  induced  by  the  departing 
day ; the  winds  are  sleeping,  so  are  the  birds 
lark  and  linnet,  blackbird  and  thrush;  the  leaves 
are  seen  to  move,  but  not  heard  to  rustle ; the 
murmuring  of  the  stream  can  just  be  heard  as  it 
hurries  on  over  its  rock-strewn  bed.  The  angler  s 
mind  is  filled  with  unutterable  thoughts,  with 
wishes  pure  and  aspirations  high  ; and  from  his 
heart  he  pours,  as  he  turns  towards  home, 
thanks  to  heaven  for  this  another  “ Autumn 
Holiday.” 


I 
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ANGLING  FIXTURES. 

September  3.  

Allason  United  : Esher  outing'. 

Amicable  Excelsior : Match  on  the  Medway. 

Anchor  and  Hope  : Punt  Match  at  Twickenham, 
Battersea  Friendly  ; Match  at  Pulborougb. 
Blackfriars  : Match  at  St.  Margaret’s, 
fanning  Town  : Match  at  Dagenham  Lake. 

Earlsfield  : Outing  to  Hampton  Court. 

Phoenix  ; Match  at  Ainberley. 

Royal  Oak  ; Match  at  Koydon. 

Seymour  Brothers  : Brake  outing  to  Walton. 
Waltonians  : Outing  to  Henley. 

Wellington  : Match  at  Amberley. 

September  4. 

Anglers’  Association  : General  committee  meeting. 
Blackfriars:  Match  at  St.  Margaret  s. 

Central  Association  : Delegate  meeting  at  Bedford 
Head,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. 

Chiswick  Piscatorials  ; Match  at  Twickenham. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  : Visit. 

September  7. 

New  Albions  : Competition. 

September  8. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  ; Committee  meeting. 

September  9. 

Gresham  : Casting  tournament  at  Kelvedon. 

FIXTURES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

Sept.  10. — Brompton  : Match  at  Tonbridge. 

II  10. — Camden  ■ Brake  outing. 

I.  10. — Mitre  Brothers  : Match  at  Ware. 

11  Ifl- — Oak  ; Match  in  Forty  Guinea  Water. 

,1  10. — Preservation  Sunday. 

II  10. — Prince  Arthur  : Match. 

11  10. — Serapis  : Outing. 

II  10. — Sundial ; Roving  match. 

11  10. — United  Brothers  ; Mateh  at  Amberley. 

II  11- — Amicable  Excelsior  ; Supper. 

,1  11. — Blackfriars:  Visit. 

11  11. — Independent:  Concert. 

1.  11. — Lincoln  : Concert. 

11  11. — Park  ; Concert. 

11  13. — Walworth  Waltonians  : Outing. 

1.  14. — Serapis  : Visit. 

1,  17. — Clapham  Junction  : Match  at  Woking. 

11  17. — Cobden  : Match  at  Pangbourne. 

11  17.  Independent  Brothers  : Match  at  Cookham. 

11  19. — Gresham  : Three  days’  exhibition. 

11  21. — Copenhagen  : Smoking  concert. 

II  24. — Duke  of  Norfolk  : Roving  match. 

11  25. — Hearts  of  Oak  : Visit. 

1,  30. — Forest  Gate  . Match  at  Langford, 


TIDE  TABLES. 


Time  of  High.  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below. 


30  min. 

for  Chelsea. 

/'55  min. 

for  Kew. 

40  „ 

,,  Putney. 

\75  „ 

,,  Richmond. 

45  ,, 

,,  Hammer-  Add  <80  „ 

,,  Twicken- 

smith. 

ham. 

50  „ 

,,  Barnes. 

^85  „ 

,,  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N'B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday,  Sept.  2 

Sunday,  ,,  3 

Monday,  ,,  4 

Tuesday,  ,,  5 

Morning. 

5.29  

6.11  

Evening. 

.5.49 

6.35 

7.34 

8 57 

Wednesday,  ,,  6 

Thursday,  ,,  7 

11.27  . ... 

10.40 

Friday,  „ 8 

0.  5 

0.36 

High  Water  at  Amberley  and  Pulborough. 

_ Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday.  Sent.  2 i c uo 

Sunday,  ,‘  3 G.51 

Monday.  ,,  4 ....  7 43 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Hong 
Amberley. 

7J5 

8.14 

hton  Bridge 

Pulborough  will  be  two  hours  forty  minutes  later. 


JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAY. 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central  Asso- 
ciation will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next.  The 
business  will  commence  at  nine  o’clock  precisely,  and 
delegates  are  particularly  requested  to  attend  as  early 
as  possible. 

****** 

From  Mr.  Wade  (sec.  of  Central  Association)  I 
received  the  following  : “ A friend  of  mine,  a member  of 
the  Thornley  Weir  Fishing  Club,  while  fishing  with  an 
eighteen-penny  .lapanese  rod,  and  a single  hair  tight  line, 
played  for  twelve  minutes  and  landed  a trout  of 
21b.  lOoz.  As  it  was  taken  whilst  roach  fishing,  this 
true  sportsman  returned  it  to  the  water.  The  same 
club  have,  during  the  last  ten  days,  twice  ‘ kicked  the 
beam  ’ at  2lb.  for  a single  roach.” 


We  are  in  receipt  of  the  prize  list  to  December  of  the 
Now  Albion  Piscatorial  Society.  For  Sept.  7 there  are 
three_  pieces  of  plate,  valued  at  .£2  2s.,  .£1  Is.,  and 
10s.  Gd.  ; and  on  the  21st  there  will  be  a sea-fishing 
outing  for  three  prizes,  one  valued  at  a guinea,  and  t'wo 
at  half-a-guinea.  The  New  Albions  offer  a splendid  list 
of  “specimen”  prizes  during  the  year,  which  may  be 
fished  for  by  honorary  as  well  as  working  members. 
****** 

In  a letter  to  Mr.  Bambridge,  of  Eton,  Mr.  Bastick, 
of  Maidenhead,  says  that  in  four  hours  he  took  1601b. 
of  bream,  eels,  and  perch,  the  bream  averaging  2|lb., 
and  a few  roach  of  Iflb.  each. 

****** 

The  Gresham  Angling  Socibtt  will  hold  an 
“ Exhibition  of  Articles  Interesting  to  Anglers  ” on  the 
19th,  20th,  and  21st  September,  at  their  spacious  club- 
house, Mason’s  Hall  Tavern,  Mason’s  Avenue,  Coleman- 
street.  Those  of  our  readers  who  remember  the  exhibi- 
tion of  Oct.  11  last  year  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that 
three  days  are  allowed,  instead  of  only  one,  to  thoroughly 
digest  all  that  will  be  placed  before  the  public  by  this 
well-known  club. 

*#**«« 
Considering  the  exceptionally  dry  season,  the  fol- 
lowing baskets  taken  by  gentlemen  on"the  hotel  lochs 
(from  Aug.  21  to  Aug.  26)  may  be  considered  worthy  of 
record : Messrs.  Farrar  (two  rods),  six  days,  seventy- 
three  fish,  531b. ; Surgn.-Gen.  Cornish,  four  days,  forty- 
seven  fish,  JOJlb.  ; Mr.  Webb,  four  days,  twenty-six  fish, 
25Jlb.  ; Messrs.  Carew  (two  rods),  three  days,  twenty- 
five  fish,  421b.  ; Mr.  Mosenthale,  four  days,  twenty-two 
fish,  171b.  ; Mr.  Prentice,  three  days,  twenty-six  fish, 
171b.  ; Mr.  Noyes,  two  days,  seven  fish,  61b.  ; Mr. 
Thomas,  two  days,  ten  fish,  10|lb.  ; Messrs.  Chapneys 
(two  rods),  two  days,  twenty-six  fish,  191b.  ; Rev.  Mr. 
Way,  two  days,  seventeen  fish,  lljlb.  ; Mr.  Crawford, 
two  days,  thirty-two  fish,  211b.;  Mr.  Leitch,  one  day 
five  fish,  51b. ; total,  316  fish,  2581b. 

****** 

On  the  27th  ult.  Messrs.  Carr  and  Bates,  members  of 
the  United  Society  of  Anglers,  weighed-in  at  their  club- 
house, The  Citizen,  70,  Houndsditch,  1221b.  of  bream  and 
roach— all  taken  in  a few  hours— the  former  741b.  bream, 
the  latter  411b.  l|oz.  bream  and  71b.  roach.  There  were 
thirty-eight  fish  in  all.  Largest  bream  51b.  4foz., 
smallest  l^lb. 

****** 

The  Royal  Aquarium  is  simply  crammed  with  marvels 
and  prodigies.  What  with  the  sensational  divers,  high 
rope  artists,  boxing  kangaroo,  and  a thousand  and  one 
items  of  entertainment  the  visitor  will  find  an  hour  or 
two  pass  very  pleasantly  at  the  “ Summer  and  Winter 
Garden  Society.”  A fish  which  the  writer  has  had  for 
nearly  two  years,  and  which  was  sold  to  him  as  a German 
carp,  had  become  too  large,  and  too  strong,  and  too 
combative  for  his  fellow  gold-fish,  and  roach,  dace, 
gudgeon,  bleak,  miller’s  thumbs,  &c.,  &c.,  and  was 
therefore  consigned  to  the  Westminster  Aquarium. 
****** 

Mr.  W.  Byrne,  who  has  placed  this  lively  three- 
year-old  in  a large  tank  by  itself,  tells  me  that  it  is 
“ quite  at  home.”  It  takes  the  food  almost  out  of  his 
hands,  and  he  expresses  his  opinion  that  it  is  a carp- 
bream.  Several  anglers  have  been  to  view  it,  and  pro- 
nonnee  it  a carp.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been  captured 
in  a lake  in  the  Hartz  Mountains.  Whatever  it  may  be, 
it  is  a fine  fish,  and  anglers  will  do  well  to  see  it  and 
guess  what  they  think  it  is. 

* * * * * ' * 

Before  leaving  the  building  a .spectacle  may  be  wit- 
nessed at  the  stall  of  Messrs.  Springate  and  Co. 
(spectacle  makers),  viz.,  some  “performing  oysters.” 
These  oysters  are  not  trained  to  follow  you  upstairs,  or 
take  biscuits  from  your  hand.  The  attendant  places  a 
minute  speck  of  “ spat  ” from  an  oyster  (which  is  com- 
puted to  contain  two  millions  of  young  oysters)  in  a 
shilling  microscope,  by  means  of  which  you  can  certainly 
see  them  “perform.”  There  are  so  many  other  side 
shows  one  ought  to  see,  that  it  would  be  advisable  to 
purchase  an  electric  pencil — another  marvel,  price  one 
shilling — and  use  it  in  recording  the  sights  of  the  Royal 
Aquarium,  Westminster. 

****** 

A TOUCHING  old  rural  custom  still  prevails  in  the 
western  parts  of  France  during  the  harvest  season.  On 
the  edge  of  a field  bordering  the  highway  a sheaf  of 
grain  is  left  standing,  to  which  all  the  peasants  of  the 
village  contribute,  and  which  is  called  “ the  stranger’s 
sheaf,”  as  it  is  the  property  of  the  first  tramp  or  other 
homeless  wayfarer  who  may  care  to  carry  it  away  and 
profit  by  its  price. 

In  casting  the  artificial  fly  the  beginner,  in  making 
his  first  cast,  should,  with  his  left  hand,  take  from  the 
reel  line  of  equal  length  to  that  of  the  rod  ; then  with 
a backward  and  upward  flirt  of  the  rod,  send  the  line  to 
the  rear,  which,  when  extended  at  full  length,  should  by 
a forward  spring  or  flirt  of  the  rod,  be  brought  to  the 
front,  falling  end  first,  and  fully  extended,  upon  the 
water.  After  practising  this  short  line,  it  should  be 
lengthened  a few  feet  at  a time  until  thirty  to  forty  feet 
can  be  cast  without  the  line  bunching  in  the  forward 
movement,  which  can  be  averted  generally  by  being 
careful  in  letting  the  line  become  extended  to  its  full 
length  before  the  forward  cast  is  made.  The  rod 
should  be  lightly  held  by  the  hand  grasp,  which  is  above 
the  reel  seat,  and  the  motion  given  to  the  rod  should  be 
of  the  gentlest  character.  Practice  of  these  simple 
directions,  if  the  capacity  of  learning  the  art  exists, 
will  ensure  proficiency  as  a fly-caster,  to  which  must  be 
added  years  of  experience  on  the  streams  before  one 
can  earn  the  title  of  a skilled  trout  angler. 


A CURIOUS  phenomenon  occurred  at  the  village  of 
Gamlingay,  Cambridgeshire.  A dense  cloud  was 
observed  to  bo  passing  over.  It  suddenly  burst,  and  to 
the  astonishment  of  the  villagers  it  was  seen  to  be  a 
shower  of  ants  and  small  winged  insects.  The  ground 
became  covered  with  them,  and  they  swarmed  in 
millions. 

****** 

A BUNCH  of  sweet  clover  is  said  to  be  the  best  known 
agency  for  driving  flies  away.  Surely  several  bunches 
would  have  been  necessary  to  disperse  such  a “ cloud  ’ ’ as 
this.  The  old  saying  about  sluggards  “ going  to  the 
ants  ” is  out  of  date — they  have  come  to  us  with  a 
vengance  ! What  sort  of  an  antidote  would  clover  be 
for  wasps  ? 

****** 

Talking  of  wasps,  I was  stuny  early  in  the  morning  of 
the  27th  ult.  with  regret  at  losing  by  about  a minute 
and  a half  the  train  for  Pulborough,  so  wandered  to 
Ware.  On  arriving  at  the  Boom,  and  just  as  I was 
saying  a few  friendly  words  of  encouragement  and 
“ hope  ’’  to  a brother  angler,  who  had  been  fishing  since 
three  o’clock  in  the  morning  (it  was  now  half-past 
twelve  !),  and  who  hadn’t  had  a single  bite,  I was  un- 
mercifully attacked  by  a “ cloud  ” of  wasps.  There 
was  “ sport  ” enough  then  for  the  space  of  half  an  hour. 
No  clover,  no  smoke-ferrets,  no  blue-bag  handy — nothing 
but  Latin  quotations  ; and  Ware  wasps  are  too  ignorant 
to  appreciate  them. 

****** 

I HAD  arranged  to  meet  a well-known  photographer 
between  Ware  and  St.  Margaret’s,  and  did  so.  The 
photographer’s  face  when  he  saw  me  was  a picture  I 
shall  never  forget.  Knives,  scissors,  vitriol,  acetic 
acid,  all  sorts  of  instruments  of  torture  were  suggested 
as  the  cause  of  my  “ strange  appearance  but  I could 
only  answer  “Wasps!”  Then  it  rained;  and  I had 
come  away  without  my  Anderson  and  Anderson  and 
Anderson.  Then  a boy  asked  me  if  he  should  bring  me 
some  tea.  He  brought  it,  and  received  the  money  for 
it ; but  as  he  was  about  to  band  it  to  me  the  handle 
came  off  the  mug,  and  the  towing-path  had  the  tea  ! 
****** 

But  these  are  only  trifles.  I put  my  fly-rod  together 
and  mounted  the  nearest  approach  to  a wasp  I could 
find  (for  my  eyes  were  full  of  water),  and  at  the  first 
cast  landed — some  splendid  weeds  ! This  was  relieved  by 
another  shower ; then  a dreadfully  cold  north  wind 
made  my  nose  and  hands  blue  with  cold.  So  I found 
the  nearest  back  way  to  the  station,  and  landed  home, 
sweet  home — not  clover — with  a sizeable  bleak  ! 

****** 

Mb.  Hoare,  of  Bridport,  writes  me  : — “ Very  fine 
bass  have  been  caught  from  the  piers,  weighing  71b.  to 
101b.  Large  takes  of  mackerel  have  been  caught  in  the 
offing,  and  a few  pollack  have  also  been  taken. 

****** 

Mr.  W.  J.  Talbot,  of  the  Forest  Gate  Piscatorials, 
says  that  one  of  his  members  (Mr.  Gurr)  was  fishing  on 
Monday  at  Broxbourne,  a quarter  of  a mile  below  the 
loch,  when  two  men  stood  one  on  each  side  of  him — made 
insulting  remarks — and  struck  him  violently  in  the  face. 
His  gold  watch  and  chain,  perhaps,  was  the  temptation. 
Whether  or  no  Gurr  was  no  cur,  for  he  succeeded  in 
putting  hath  his  assailants  to  flight.  “ Bobbery  ” 
(suggests  Mr.  Talbot)  “ may  be  the  cause  of  so  many 
of  the  mysterious  deaths  on  the  river.  Anglers  fishing 
by  themselves  should  always  watch  strangers  care- 
fully.” 

****** 

Poor  Joe  Randall’s  death,  on  Saturday  evening  last, 
may  have  appeared  “mysterious”  and  “suspicious,” 
but  when  it  is  known  that  he  suffered  from  apoplectic 
fits  the  wonder  is  that  he  did  not  meet  his  untimely  death 
sooner.  Mr.  Malcolm  had  a long  chat  with  him  j ust  before 
his  death,  and  noticed  “ something  ” strange  about  him 
— no  doubt  the  premonitory  symptoms  of  the  fatal  fit. 
His  watch  registered  7.30,  perhaps  the  time  he  fell  into 
the  water.  His  bag  was  found  on  the  bank,  his  body 
near  Timberley  Bridge,  and  his  rod  not  at  all.  “ Joe  ” 
was  a single  man,  and  a good  fisherman.  I fished  with 
him  very  recently  at  Wimbledon  Lake,  and  respected 
him  very  much  as  a model  angler.  His  remains  were 
interred  at  Bury  Churchyard  on  Thursday  last.  Re- 
quiescat  in  pace. 

****** 

The  competition  at  Amberley  on  the  27th  ult.  passed 
off  very  satisfactorily.  Two  full  trains  were  run,  but 
only  about  260  entered  the  match.  Friend  Vaneghan 
presided  at  the  scales.  President  Patterson — always 
doing  some  good  work — and  Messrs.  Watling  and 
Clarke  assisted  in  making  the  “function”  a success. 
Prizes  were  offered  for  specimen  fish,  and  won  by  Mr. 
Carr  (roach),  Mr.  Whitebread  (bream),  and  Mr.  Lam- 
barth  (dace).  The  top  scorer  was  Mr.  Osborne, 
131b.  5^oz.  ; Mr.  Garrod,  second,  with  13lb.  loz.  The 
259  competitors  took  2011b.  of  fish,  amongst  them  a 
roach  of  11b.  15Joz.  and  bream  of  2Jlb.  The  water  was 
in  fair  conditioni;  the  competition  lasted  seven  hours; 
and  the  return  to  town  was  made  with  nothing  to  mar 
the  day’s  enjoyment  but  the  death  of  “ Poor  Joe.” 
****** 

Mr.  H.  J.  Tibbatts  had  a day’s  fishing  on  Thursday, 
with  the  following  result:  “ Water  low  and  bright.  Two 
roach,  one  chub,  one  trout  (lib.  2oz.),  one  dace, 
1((,00()  minnows,  and  as  many  gudgeon.”  Not  a bad 
day’s  work.  He  does  not  say  where  he  went,  or 
whether  he  was  using  the  long  jiole  or  fly  rod,  but  for 
such  a number  of  minnows  and  gudgeon  he  should  have 
used  a small  meshed  Dragnet. 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A special  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling 
Association  was  held  at  the  headcpiarters  on  August  2i, 
to  complete  the  arrangements  for  the  forthcoming  con- 
test. Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  Hughes 
occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  contest  will  be  of 
three  hours’  duration.  Five  members  were  elected  to 
assist  the  committee.  Mr.  R.  Gumbley  was  elected 
vice-president.  . • 

A meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birmingham 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  was  held  on  Friday  last  at 
the  headquarters.  Mr.  Coles  presided.  The  profit  in 
the  late  contest  amounted  to  .£8  4s.  6d.,  and  the 
money  laying  to  the  credit  of  the  society  amounts  to 
.£112  9s.  4d.  The  next  contest  will  be  held  on  Octo- 
ber 1 at  Fernhill  Heath.  Any  club  or  person  wishing 
to  give  a prize  or  donation  to  the  prize  fund  are 
requested  to  communicate  to  the  secretary. 

The  Hillyfields  Society  fished  their  annual  contest  at 
Fernhill  Heath  on  Monday  last,  for  twenty  prizes,  as 
follows:  Mr.  A.  Elliman,  first ; Mr.  G.  Wright,  second  ; 
Mr.  H.  Keeling,  third  ; Mr.  J.  Saunders,  fourth  ; Mr. 
L.  Sheeth,  fifth  : Mr.  Woolaston,  sixth,  &c. 

The  Bird-in-Hand  Society  fished  their  annual  contest 
on  the  27th  ult.,  in  the  canal  at  Alrewas.  Mr.  Quelch 
won  the  first  prize,  Mr.  J.  Hobbs,  jun.,  second,  Mr.  J. 
Hobbs,  sen.,  third,  &o.  The  prizes  will  be  distributed 
on  Sept.  11.  , 

The  Birmingham  Heath  Club  fished  their  annual 
contest  on  the  27th  ult.  at  Stoke,  near  Droit wich.  The 
winner,  Mr.  Foulkes,  weighed-in  lloz.,  whilst  the 
other  five  members  only  took  one  fish  each.  Messrs. 
Whittington,  Walters,  and  Hunt  tied  for  second  prize. 

The  Vine  Unity  Society  fished  their  annual  contest  at 
Droitwich  on  Saturday  afternoon  last,  for  a grand 
selection  of  prizes.  Sixteen  out  of  thirty  members  took 
fish:  Messrs.  Savage  first,  Boswell  second,  J.  Wood 
third,  H.  Niblett  fourth,  E.  Trestans  fifth,  C.  Burgess 
sixth,  J.  Padgett  seventh,  &c. 

The  draw  for  the  swims  in  the  big  conte=>t  will  take 
place  near  Pershore  Bridge  at  about  10  30,  and  the 
referees  will  try  to  commence  the  contest  at  11.30. 

Owing  to  the  challenge  cup  order  not  being  given  out 
earlier,  the  distribution  of  prizes  will  not  take  place 
until  about  the  21st  of  September. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE.^  _ 

All  the  Derbyshire  streams  continue  low,  the  Wye 
particularly  so.  The  Dove  is  running  very  fine,  and  the 
Derwent  and  Trent  at  their  lowest  summer  level. 
Honey  Duns  and  Black  Gnats  in  the  Wye,  and  the  same 
with  Ash  Duns,  Grey  Quills,  and  Red  Palmers  on  the 
Derwent,  have  been  the  most  killing  flies,  and  for  Dove, 
Red  Caterpillar.  There  has  been  a good  rise  of  fly,  but 
trout  and  grayling  have  shown  no  inclination  to  come 
on  the  rise.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  at  a discount. 
Some  very  fair  bags  of  coarse  fish  have  been  made. 
Eels  are  now  running  freely,  and  are  of  a fine  average 
size.  On  the  canals  matters  have  been  very  quiet.  I 
hear  that  an  important  capture  has  been  made  of 
dynamitards  V>y  the  police  and  keepers  in  the  Notting- 
ham portion  of  the  Trent,  on  Lady  Byron  s water. 
This  should  please  our  Nottingham  friends. 

Grayling  prospects  never  were  better,  and  I anticipate 
that  there  will  be  some  fine  sport  throughout  the 
ensuing  autumn  and  winter. 


fly  (a  grey  drake)  while  casting  on  the  banks  of  Under- 
barrow Beck,  "rhe  rivers  Derwent  and  Cocker  are,  after 
the  fresh  of  last  week,  well  stocked  with  salmon,  rvater 
in  grand  condition,  and  fish  rising  gamely.  Mort  (also 
known  as  sea- trout)  are  plentiful  as  ever,  and  give 
grand  sport  for  night  fishing.  On  Saturday  last  Mr.  J. 
Wilson  had  a good  fish  of  15lb.  On  Monday  Mr.  D. 
Bowe,  one,  -51b.,  and  Mr.  F.  James  seven  sea-trout,  from 
IJlb.  to  31b.  

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  revised  rules  can  now  be  had  from  Mr.  Peacock, 
185,  City-road,  Manchester.  The  entries  for  the 
Wo’rsley  Canal  Championship  amount  to  upwards  of 

The  Openshaw  Anglers  fished  a match  at  Whatcroft, 
in  the  Lastock  Canal,  on  the  19th  ult.,  for  about  d£12  in 
prizGS,  towards  which  *£3  was  voted  from  club  funds, 
and  the  remainder  presented  by  residents,  &c.,  in  the 
neighbourhood.  Altogether  eighteen  prizes  were 
offered,  but  only  fourteen  awarded,  Mr.  W.  H.  Bowers 
first  and  Mr.  W.  Tudor  second.  ' 

The  Bridgwater  Anglers  had  a match  at  Middlewich 
last  week,  and  got  rid  of  the  nine  offered  prizes. 
Messrs.  J.  Dixon  (1)  ; J.  Barlow  (2)  ; T.  Horrocks  (3). 

Two  members  of  the  Merry  Anglers,  Messrs.  Thomp- 
son and  Webster,  fishing  waters  in  Cheshire,  took  a 
nice  basket  of  301b.  of  fish. 

The  hon.  members’  match  of  the  Longsight  Anglers 
was  a great  success.  Mr.  L.  Smith  took  the  first  and 
Mr.  T.  Mazbury  the  second  prize. 

The  Shakespere  match  at  Vale  Royal  proved  a great 
attraction,  and  eventually  the  prizes  were  awarded  as 
follows  : 1st,  J.  E.  Newton  ; 2nd,  T.  D.  Sykes ; 3rd, 

E.  S.  Barlow. 

The  Duke  of  Cambridge  Club  is  due  at  Middlewich 
on  Sept.  17.  There  is  still  another  canal  fishery,  this 
time  at  Macclesfield.  The  Walton  Anglers  there  will 
continue  the  venture  of  the  Brookfield  Anglers  on  the 
same  canal.  This  kind  of  fishing  is  getting  more  into 
favour.  , . 1 

The  annual  match  of  the  Salford  Friendly  Anglers  is 
always  a great  event.  This  year  twenty-five  prizes 
were  offered  and  all  awarded.  The  W^orsley  Canal  was 
the  venue,  and  the  following  a list  of  winners  : Messrs. 
C.  Whitehead,  W.  Holland,  W.  Hardman,  J.  Hunt,  R. 
Amsworth,  T.  Driver,  T.  Price,  T.  Clark,  J.  Bates,  J- 
Hackin,  J.  Bladon,  J.  Royle,  F.  Meadowcroft,  P.  Wroe, 
J Vipond,  R.  Bates,  W.  Court,  W.  Kelsall,  J.  Deleman, 

F.  Barnes,  W.  Gibson,  W.  Hughes,  J.  Burgoyne,  J. 

Kaupe,  J.  Bradbury.  

FROM  MONTGOMERYSHIRE. 

Owing  ti  the  protracted  dry  and  hot  weather  the 
state  of  the  Severn  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sbrewsbury 
is  such  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  salmon  to  face 
the  nauseous  water.  There  is  also  much  to  be  done 
in  the  way  of  improving  the  passes  in  the  numerous 
weirs  on  these  rivers,  so  as  to  allow  all  the  breeding 
salmon  that  travel  up  to  have  free  access  to  the  very 
best  breeding  grounds. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  board  a conservator  ex- 
plained that  the  upper  part  of  the  district  was  well 
stocked  with  salmon  and  trout,  and  if  this  is  not  a 
sufficient  explanation  of  the  present  very  unsatis- 
factory state  of  affairs,  it  goes  a long  way  in 
corroboration  of  it.  There  is  now  a good  opening 
for  our  local  conservators  to  open  the  eyes  of  all  inter- 
ested in  our  rivers,  and  it  is  high  time  they  did  so. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

To  use  a hackneyed  phrase,  the  “ glorious  un- 
certainty ” of  angling  has  again  been  verified  this  week. 
Ten  days  ago  we  were  enjoying  improved  sport,  conse- 
quent upon  the  welcome  change  of  weather,  but,  since 
Monday,  the  return  of  the  bright  sunshine  and  heat 
have  militated  against  satisfactory  fishing.  It  is  only 
from  baited  swims  that  I hear  of  anything  being  done  ; 
elsewhere  the  fish  are  not  to  be  tempted,  and  numerous 
anglers  have  returned  home  after  a day’s  work  with 
scarcely  a pound  of  fish.  The  northern  clubs,  which  are 
now  fishing  their  annual  matches  in  Lincolnshire,  prob- 
ably never  experienced  such  indifferent  sport.  Last 
week,  owing  to  the  cooler  weather,  there  was  an  all- 
round improvement,  and  the  Witham,  Forty-foot, 
Welland,  <31en,  and  the  smaller  drains  all  yielded  some 
good  baskets.  One  of  the  best  from  the  Witham  weighed 
361b.,  and  included  seven  splendid  bream,  the  heaviest 
being  a handsome  six-pounder.  Amongst  those  who 
finished  up  a good  week  on  the  Forty-foot  were  Messrs. 
Heath,  Dunn,  Picker,  Nixon,  Winter,  and  Pearson,  the 
former  having  the  best  record,  viz.,  281b.  in  three  days, 
and  Mr.  Dunn  had  191b.  in  two  days.  The  wasp  grub 
is  still  proving  the  most  seductive  bait  for  roach,  but 
since  the  hot  weather  returned  they  can  scarcely  be 
tempted  at  all,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  perch.  A 
prodigious  eel,  measuring  19  inches  in  length  and 
6 inches  in  circumference,  was  captured  by  Mr. 
Millerton,  in  the  Swatton  beck,  on  Monday.  The  piking 
season  opened  yesterday  (Friday),  but  very  little 
trolling  will  be  had  until  the  weeds  have  been  cut  again, 
and  there  is  a fall  of  rain  and  some  cooler  weather. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Visitors  in  the  Lake  District  are  now  numerous,  and 
a considerable  amount  of  angling  is  being  indulged  in. 
The  char  netters  have  secured  numbers  of  pike,  but  not 
many  of  the  finer  class  of  fish.  Fishing  on  the  rivers 
has  improved,  and  some  good  takes  of  salmon  mort  are 
reported.  IVhilst  preparing  these  notes  a bat  was 
received  from  a Kendal  angler,  which  had  taken  ’uis  tail 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

The  fishing  in  this  district  has  not  been  good  during 
the  past  week  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  north  and 
north-easterly  winds,  and  the  changing  of  the  weather 
from  hot  to  cold,  and  them  to  warm  again. 

The  best  sport  with  roach  is  still  to  be  bad  from 
Brundall  to  Oantley  on  the  Yare.^  The  bream  are  novv 
working  their  way  up  stream,  as  is  usual  at  this  time  of 
year. 

On  Thursday,  the  24th,  Mr.  Skull,  out  with  Professor 
Marcon,  took  a bushel  and  a half  of  roach  near  Wal- 
pole’s Reedbush,  and  on  Friday  Marcon  had  a stone  of 
roach  in  Rockland  Reach.  On  the  same  day  a gentle- 
man took  251b.  of  good  roach  near  Langley  Steam  Mill, 
ami  another  rod  secured  a stone  in  about  two  hours, 
some  of  them  l^lb.  On  Monday  some  nice  bream  were 
taken  at  Hassingham. 

The  Bure  and  it  tributaries.  Ant  and  Thurne,  are 
yielding  a fair  amount  of  sport,  but  fish  have  been  small 
and  scarcely  worth  recording. 

Now  that  the  weat'aer  is  a little  warmer  wo  should 
have  better  sport  again.  The  rivers  are  all  in  capital 
order,  and  swarming  with  fish. 


blowing  up  fish,  and  were  apprehended  on  the  spot  and 
conveyed  to  Nottingham  in  custody  of  the  poUem 

In  the  Shardlow  length,  Mr.  F.  Wallis,  of  the  Notting- 
ham Wellington  Society,  has  creeled  upwards  of  a dozen 
barbel  and  chub,  and  at  King’s  Mills  Messrs. 

Theaker,  and  Wilson  have  landed  seven  barbel  besides 
dace  and  eels.  Previously  the  last  named  had  caught 
some  choice  perch  and  roach. 

Most  of  the  fly-fishers  have  enjoyed  very  good  sport 
indeed  amongst  chub  and  dace  in  the  cool  of  tne 
evening.  Hundreds  of  flies  continue  to  hatch  out,  and 
at  night  the  fish  named  have  risen  freely  a,t  such  favour- 
ite places  as  Colwick  (lower  portion),  Gunthorpe, 
Stoke  Bardolph,  Wilford,  and  Shardlow. 

FROM  PETERBOROUGH  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  past  week  of  cool  weather  has  been  in  every  respect 
moat  suitable  for  angling  in  this  district.  Many  anglers 
have  been  on  the  “ war  path  ” of  the  Nene,  and  many 
excellent  catches  are  reported.  The  .ya.ter  although 
low,  is  in  a pretty  good  condition,  but  it  could  be  much 
improved  if  the  weeds  were  cut.  Roach  seem  well  on 
the  feed ; perch  are  also  biting,  and  bream  have  been 
taken  freely.  Several  chub  and  dace  have  been 

Many  anglers  have  visited  the  Alwalton  Lynch,  the 
Ferry  and  Castor  mills,  with  excellent  results,  one 
angler,  at  Castor,  landing  some  excellent  roach. 
good  takes  are  reported  to  have  taken  place  near  the 

town  bridge.  , , . .i  ^ i.  ^ 

March,  in  Cambridgeshire,  has  been  visited  by  about 
230  anglers  from  Sheffield  and  Manchester  during  the 
week,  but  not  much  sport  was  obtained. 

At  St  Neots  steps  are  being  taken  to  form  an  angling 
club,  and  a meeting  is  to  be  held  shortly. 

At  St.  Ives  during  the  week  fishing  in  the  Ouse  has 
been  brisk,  and  many  nice  lots  of  bream  have  been 
taken,  the  best  takes  amounting  to  LiSlb.,  lOlb.,  and 
251b.,  all  being  taken  with  the  ledger.  (Jood  results  are 
also  reported  from  Earith  Bridge,  not  far  from  bt. 

^S°om’e  splendid  catches  of  bream  have  been  made  by 
local  anglers  in  the  River  Nene,  at  Wansford. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD.  ^i  m 

I am  but  voicing  the  sentiments  of  the  ShemelQ 
angling  community  when  I say  that  the  inemnoholy 
disaster  which  occurred  in  Lincolnshire  last  uueaday 
week  was  the  saddest  episode  in  the  annals  ot  bhemeld 

angling.  It  is  the  first  time  that  any  fatal  accident  has 
occurred  to  any  who  formed  part  of  a fishing  excursion. 
The  disaster  occurred  at  Sutton  Bridge,  Lincolnshire, 
where  a trip  had  been  run  from  Sheffield,  craveying 
nearly  500  anglers  and  their  wives.  On  the  Tuesday 
eight  went  out  for  a sail  down  the  river  Nene  to  the 
open  sea,  and  were  returning  when  the  capsimng  ot  the 
boat  sent  them,  with  one  exception,  to  a.  watery  grave. 
In  all  nine  were  drowned,  the  other  two  being  the  boat- 
man and  his  son.  One  of  the  victims  was  a member  ot 
Cammell’s  Angling  Club.  The  news  ot  the  disaster 
created  a profound  sensation  in  Sheffield,  and  the  utmost 
sympathy  is  expressed  with  the  relatives  and  friends  ot 
the  deceased  persons.  j 

I saw  the  other  day  a couple  of  fish  in  the  window  ot 
Mr.  Webster,  taxidermist,  West-street,  which  deserve 
mention.  One  was  a trout  of  31b.,  caught  in  private 
waters  at  Retford,  by  Mr.  Jenkinson,  fishing  tackle 
dealer.  Duke-street.  The  other  was  a 41b.  tench, 
captured  in  the  North  Level  dram,  Tydd,  by  Mr.  J. 
Smith,  Dorking-street.  Both  were  splendid  specimens 
of  their  kind,  and  were  caught  recently. 

The  break-up  of  the  warm  weather  has  not  altogether 
been  an  unmixed  blessing,  sport  since  then  having  been 
very  variable  in  the  Lincolnshire  and  local  waters,  r or 
instance,  on  Monday  last,  in  a club  match  at  Boston, 
fished  by  nineteen  anglers  from  Sootland-street,  only  one 
caught  fish,  and  that  one  only  a miserable  little  thing  of 
the  size  of  a finger.  In  Derbyshire,  too,  sport  is 
deteriorating,  and  there  are  signs  of  the  beginning  ot 
the  end  of  the  trout  season. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  undergone  no  change  since  last  week, the 
water  being  very  low  and  clear,  and  in  splendid  condi- 
tion for  barlieliing  with  the  worm,  and  for  chub  with 
either  chandler’s  greaves  or  wasp  grubs. 

In  the  Holme  Pierrepont  length,  Mr.  J.  Stevenson,  one 
of  the  subscribers,  has  killed  fifteen  barbel,  with  worm, 
weighing  541b.  On  a subsequent  occasion  ho  bagged  six, 
and  Mr.  H.  W.  Cooper  caught  ten  and  twelve,  besides  a 
quantity  of  large  dace,  the  best  of  which  turned  the 
beam  at  lOoz.  Mr.  M.  Leek  has  also  taken  nearly  a score 
barbel  out  of  the  same  waters. 

In  the  Colwick  Glebe  fishery  Mr.  W.  Parr  has  bad 
twelve  and  eight  barbel  in  two  afternoons,  and,  near  the 
weir,  a few  big  chub  have  succumbed  to  the  wasp  grub. 

Barbel  have  been  taken  in  fair  numbers  at  AVelford 
and  Clifton. 

At  Thrumpton  two  men,  on  Friday,  were  caught 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  trout  fishing  season  is  rapidly  closing,  and  it  has 
been  the  worst  recorded  for  years.  Trout  fishers  should 
take  advantage  ot  the  next  few  weeks  left  to  them. 

While  reports  from  various  parts  of  the  Upper  Severn 
and  Vyrnwy  go  to  prove  that  trout  are  decreasing  in 
numbers,  Shropshire  anglers  may  take  comfort  that 
grayling  are  on  the  increase.  A fine  fish  of  nearly  21b. 
was  recently  taken  near  Shrewsbury,  and  a number  of 
others  have  been  captured  near  Worcester,  where  they 
are  said  to  be  fairly  abundant,  and  also  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy.  Shropshire  has  long 
been  famous  for  its  grayling  streams,  especially,  of 
course,  in  that  model  stream,  the  Teme.  Cholmondeley 
Pennell  advises  the  use  of  the  August  Whirling,  Blue 
Duns  (light  and  dark).  Silver  Twist  (blue).  Red  and 
Green  Insects,  Willow,  Orange  and  Sedge,  or  Cinnamon 
Flies,  one  or  other  of  w'hich  will  kill  all  through  the 
season.  Grasshopper  fishing  is  advocated  as  a most 
successful  method. 

A number  of  trout  and  coarse  fish  have  been  destroyed 
in  the  river  Roden  hy  poisonous  matter  supposed  to 
have  entered  the  stream  from  some  manufactory. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a week  of  quite  autumnal  weather  here 
—fine  days  and  cold  nights,  with  heavy  mists.  Trout 
and  grayling  fishing  has  been  better,  and  the  coarse  fish 
have  been  well  on  the  feed.  In  the  Avon  large  baskets  of 
roach  have  been  taken  with  the  stowed  wheat,  and  in  the 
Severn,  under  the  weirs,  anglers  have  heen  taking  large 
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quantities  with  the  Stone  Gall.  Capital  sport  have  been 
had  in  the  Teine,  with  maggot  and  fly.  Witli  the  Green 
Insect,  Reg  Tag,  and  Light  Blue  and  August  Dun  good 
baskets  of  grayling  and  trout  have  been  taken,  and  the 
bottom  fishermen  have  been  quite  as  successful  with  the 
maggot.  The  dace,  also,  are  biting  freely. 

The  Worcester  Working  Men’s  Angling  Society  had 
their  second  competition  for  prizes  on  the  Avon,  at  Per- 
shore,  on  the  19th  inst.  There  were  fourteen  prizes,  and 
from  thirty  to  forty  members  took  part  in  the  competi- 
tion, which  was  of  three  hours  duration,  no  fish  under 
3oz.  being  weighable.  S.  Webb  took  1st  prize,  with 
31b.  IJoz.  ; 2nd,  G.  Elt,  21b.  lOoz.  ; 3rd,  and  special  for 
heaviest  fish,  J.  Ford,  21b.  4oz.  ; 4th,  A.  Doughty, 
11b.  13oz.  ; 5th,  T.  Williams,  lib.  lOoz.  ; 6th,  Southan; 
7th,  Macgothlin ; 8th,  A.  Glover;  9th,  A.  Mapp ; 10th, 
Lewis  ; 11th,  Osborn  ; 12th,  Paine  ; 13th,  A.  Elt ; 14th, 
Chandler. 

Several  good  pike  have  been  taken  in  the  Severn  and 
Avon  with  the  dead  gorge. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

In  the  absence  of  the  much-needed  rain,  comparatively 
little  or  no  angling  has  been  done  in  this  district  during 
the  past  week.  The  trout  season  is  fast  expiring,  and, 
unless  matters  in  the  weather  department  speedily 
change  for  the  better,  to  rod-and-line  men  trouting  may 
be  counted  as  over  until  the  advent  of  another  spring. 
The  droughty  weather  has  also  had  a disastrous  effect 
upon  fish  in  several  of  the  Yorkshire  streams.  As  I have 
already  noted  in  the  columns  of  the  Pitching  Gazette,  the 
streams  at  Thirsk  and  Northallerton  have  seen  the 
slaughter  of  hundreds  of  trout  and  other  fish.  But  a 
still  more  serious  poisoning  is  reported  from  Helmsley. 
Here  runs  the  Eye,  a capital  stream.  A day  or  two  ago 
the  village  drains  were  flushed  with  carbolic  acid,  which 
having  found  its  way  into  the  river,  has  had  the  very 
lamentable  effect  of  poisoning  hundreds  of  trout  and 
other  fish.  This  is  extremely  regrettable,  as  many  a 
Yorkshire  fisherman  can  testify. 

The  Swale  is  low  and  clear,  and  no  really  successful 
angling  can  be  carried  on  until  rain  falls.  With  regard  to 
the  Derwent,  the  best  fishing  is  to  be  had  early  in  the 
morning  or  late  in  the  evening. 

A Ealton  angler  had  some  fairly  good  sport  on  Satur- 
day amongst  the  pike.  The  largest  catch  was  a jack 
weighing  111b. 

The  George  the  Fourth  Angling  Association,  York, 
had  a match  in  the  river  on  Friday,  at  Thicket  Priory. 
Notwithstanding  the  lowness  of  the  water,  the  catch 
was  a fairly  average  one,  the  total  weight  for  the  fifteen 
members  being  381b.  Mr.  J.  Wilkinson  had  91b.  9Joz. ; 
Mr.  J.  Thompson,  41b.  3oz.  ; and  Mr.  J.  H.  Cooper, 
31b.  14foz.  
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KEEEY.— -The  weather  since  last  notes  has  been  very 
unsettled,  and  sport  has  been,  on  the  whole,  very 
unsatisfactory.  Most  of  the  rivers  were  in  good  volume, 
but  those  in  the  hilly  and  mountain  districts  were  too 
much  discoloured  to  afford  anything  like  fair  sport.  On 
the  preserved  length  of  Waterville  Eiver  some  good 
sport  has  been  had.  Salmon  are  plentiful  in  the 
principal  pools  in  this  river,  but  they  are  usually  more 
partial  to  the  worm  or  prawn  than  to  the  fly.  On 
Derrianna  Lake  sport  has  jbeen  good.  This  lake  contains 
a large  stock  of  both  white  and  brown  trout,  and  is 
a preserved  or  private  water,  but  a few  day’s  fishing 
on  it  is  not  difficult  to  obtain.  Coppal  Lake  has  not 
been  fishing  up  to  its  usual  standard  at  this  season. 

The  Inney  has  again  got  very  low,  and  sport  has 
declined  in  consequence.  A few  salmon  have  been  got 
by  anglers  towards  the  end  of  the  week,  but  little  or 
nothing  has  been  done  lately  among  sea-trout. 

The  mountain  lakes  of  Cummeravanig  and  Drenane 
have  been  heavily  fished  by  local  anglers  during  the 
last  few  days,  and  satisfactory  results  have  been 
recorded. 

From  Killarney  I learn  that  angling  has  been  practi- 
cally at  a standstill.  On  the  Laune,  a few  salmon  were 
had  last  week.  A few  good  baskets  of  sea-trout,  and  an 
occasional  peal  or  salmon  have  also  been  had  in  the 
Eossbeigh  district  dnring  last  week’s  fresh. 

In  North  Kerry  the  records  of  sport  have  been  meagre. 

In  South  Kerry  nothing  worth  mentioning  has  been 
done. 

The  sea  angling  has  been  very  good.  The  autumn 
mackerel  fishing  is  going  on  most  successfully  along  the 
Kerry  shores,  while  the  lobster  fisheries  have  shown 
considerable  improvement. 


ULSTER. — There  is  an  improvement  perceptible  in 
angling  over  the  streams  and  lakes  of  Donegal  and  a 
few  rivers  in  Tyrone. 

From  Castlecauldwell,  on  the  Fermanagh  shores  of 
Lough  Melvin,  a friend  informs  me  that  an  “ anglers’ 
hotel”  is  in  contemplation  for  next  season. 

North  Donegal  rivers  and  lakes  were  visited  with 
heavy  floods  last  week.  Plenty  of  sea-trout  ran,  but 
comparatively  few  salmon.  Trouting  was  fair  previous 
to  the  spates.  


WEST  OF  IRELAND. — Since  the  rain  of  last  week, 
most  of  the  western  rivers  have  greatly  improved.  The 
season  has  been  a poor  one  on  Achill  Island.  The  only 
anglers  who  have  done  anything  worth  recording  are 
Rev.  Mr.  Crolly,  Dr.  Crolly,  Col.  Clark,  Mr.  Wilson,  and 
Mr.  Johnson.  The  rivers  and  lakes  are  in  flood.  Plenty 
of  white  trout  and  salmon  got  up  to  Burnshoole  Lake  in 
the  recent  floods,  and  sport  is  expected  to  be  good  till 
the  end  of  the  season,  judging  by  present  appearances. 
Up  to  the  past  week  trouting  on  the  Moy  was 
indifferent,  but  the  rainfall  caused  some  nice  spates, 
during  which  salmon  and  trout  ran  freely. 


GUIDE  TO  PUBLIC  MEETINGS. 

In  visiting  various  angling  clubs  we  have  often  been 
struck  with  the  diversity  of  opinion  that  prevails  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  business  of  a meeting  should 
be  conducted,  and  this  is  not  peculiar  to  angling  societies, 
but  frequently  occurs  in  meetings  of  larger  and  more 
important  public  bodies.  A well-known  angler,  Mr. 
James  Tayler,  president  of  the  Junior  Fly-fisher.s’  Club, 
and  secretary  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society,  who  has 
had  a large  experience  in  public  matters,  has  just 
brought  out  a “ Guide  to  the  Business  of  Public  Meet- 
ings,” which  should  tend  to  produce  greater  uniformity 
of  practice.  Part  1 contains  a Code  of  Eules  and 
Regulations  for  such  public  meetings  as  are  not  con- 
trolled by  any  statutory  powers : with  comments. 
Part  2 consists  of  extracts  from  the  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment relating  to  the  two  ancient  forms  of  Local 
Government  still  in  existence,  viz.,  Vestries  and  Cor- 
porations, with  the  Eules  and  Regulations  thereunder  ; 
and  Part  3 contains  the  Form  of  Proceedings  under 
Public  Boards  of  various  kinds,  established  under 
statutes  passed  during  the  present  century,  with  refer- 
ences to  the  authorities  by  which  they  are  prescribed, 
and  with  comments.  The  book  appears  to  be  very  plain 
and  practical,  and  bears  evidence  of  a full  knowledge  of 
the  subject,  and  great  research.  We  heartily  commend 
it  to  all  members  of  angling  societies  who  are  liable  to 
be  called  on  to  take  the  chair,  and  to  club  secretaries, 
as  well  as  the  general  public.  It  is  nicely  got  up,  and 
can  be  obtained  of  Effingham  Wilson  and  Co.,  the 
publishers,  Eoyal  Exchange ; and  of  the  author,  65, 
Hazelville-road,  Hornsey  Eise,  N.  Price,  2s.  6d.  net. 
The  third  edition  of  “Red  Palmer;  a Practical 
Treatise  on  Fly-fishing,”  revised  and  enlarged,  by  the 
same  author,  is  now  in  the  press,  and  will  be  ready  for 
issue  in  ten  days.  Price,  Is.  6d. 


SEA  FISHERIES  REGULATION  ACTS, 

1888  AND  1891. 

The  following  bye-laws  of  the  Stour  (Suffolk  and 
Essex)  Fishery  District  are  now  in  force  : — 

1.  The  following  bye-laws  shall,  unless  otherwise 
specified,  apply  to  the  whole  area  within  which  the 
Board  of  Conservators  of  the  Stour  (Suffolk  and  Essex) 
Fishery  District  have  the  powers  of  a local  fisheries 
committee,  except  in  the  cases  to  which  the  provisions 
of  the  13th  section  of  “The  Sea  Fisheries  Regulation 
Act,  1888,”  apply. 

2.  No  artifice  or  device  shall  be  used  so  as  practically 
to  diminish  the  size  of  the  mesh  of  any  net. 

3.  No  person  shall  use  any  trawl,  push  net,  or  scoop 
net,  in  those  parts  of  the  above-mentioned  area  which 
lie  (1)  to  the  westward  of  an  imaginary  line  drawn  across 
the  Eiver  Stour,  true  south  from  the  seaward  extremity 
of  Stutton  Ness,  or  (2)  to  the  north  westward  of  an 
imaginary  straight  line  drawn  across  the  River  Orwell, 
through  the  south-east  corner  of  the  Orwell  Park  Boat 
House,  and  Hall  Point  Buoy. 

4.  No  person  shall  use  any  net  for  taking  eels,  shrimps, 
or  prawns,  having  more  than  sixteen  meshes  or  thirty- 
two  knots  to  the  linear  foot,  measured  when  the  net  is 
wet. 

5.  No  person  shall  use  any  net  for  taking  smelts  or 
sprats  having  more  than  twelve  meshes  or  twenty-four 
knots  to  the  linear  foot,  measured  when  the  net  is  wet. 

6.  No  person  shall,  except  as  hereinbefore  provided, 
use  in  fishing  for  sea  fish  any  net  having  more  than  six 
meshes  or  twelve  knots  to  the  linear  foot,  measured  when 
the  net  is  wet. 

7.  No  persons  shall  fish  for  cookies,  mussels,  whelks, 
or  winkles,  except  : 

(a)  By  hand. 

[b)  With  a rake  not  exceeding  3ft.  in  width,  and 

used  only  when  the  cockle  bed,  mussel  bed, 
whelk  bed,  or  winkle  bed  is  covered  wdth  water. 

(f)  With  pots,  hoopnets,  or  lines. 

8.  No  person  shall  fish  for,  or  take  otherwise  than  by 
hand,  any  cockles,  mussels,  whelks,  or  winkles,  between 
the  15th  day  of  May  and  the  15th  day  of  August,  both 
inclusive,  in  any  year.  Provided  always  that  any  person 
holding  a written  authority  in  that  behalf,  signed  by  the 
clerk  of  the  Board,  may  during  the  month  of  May, 
subject  to  any  conditions  contained  in  the  authority, 
remove  cockles,  mussels,  whelks,  or  winkles  from  one 
part  of  the  above-mentioned  area  to  another  part  thereof 
for  stocking  or  breeding  purposes. 

9.  The  deposit  or  discharge  of  any  solid  or  liquid  sub- 
stance detrimental  to  sea  fish  or  sea  fishing  is  hereby 
prohibited,  provided  that  nothing  in  this  bye-law  con- 
tained shall  affect  the  power  of  any  sanitary  or  other 
local  authority  to  discharge  sewage  in  pursuance  of  any 
power  given  by  a general  or  local  Act  of  Parliament,  or 
by  a Provisional  Order  confirmed  by  Parliament,  or 
from  any  outfall  in  use  at  the  date  of  the  confirmation 
hereof. 

10.  Any  person  who  shall  commit  a breach  of  any  of 

the  foregoing  bye-laws  shall  be  liable  to  a penalty  not 
exceeding,  for  any  one  offence,  the  sum  of  d£20,  and  in 
the  case  of  a continuing  offence,  to  the  additional  sum  of 
.£10  for  every  day  during  which  the  offence  continues, 
and  in  any  case  to  forfeiture  of  any  fishing  instrument 
used  or  sea  fish  taken  in  contravention  of,  or  found  in 
the  possession  of  a iierson  contravening,  any  of  the  said 
bye-laws.  Charles  J.  Stewart. 

A.  Townshend  Cobbold. 


Mr.  Alexander  Wriuht,  Accountant,  of  TO,  Everelda-Btroet, 
Barnebury,  N.  (member  of  the  Gresham,  Junior  Fly-Fishers,  <Scc.;. 
undertakes  the  auditing  and  balancing  of  every  description  of 
accounts  at  moderate  rates.  Kents  and  debts  collected. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

W.  A.  M.— The  Moses  Brown  edition  of  Walton  is 
worth  only  a few  shillings,  according  to  condition — sav 
from  5s.  to  7s.  fid. 

Herbert  Duncan.— Some  fair  pike  fishing  is  to  be 
had  in  the  Royal  Military  Canal.  You  cannot  do 
better  than  try  the  Sea  View  Hotel,  Seabrook,  Sandgate, 
Kent.  The  proprietor,  George  Y’'oung,  will  treat  you  in 
such  a manner  tliatyou  will  wish  to  go  again. 

E.  P B (“Fishing  near  Margate”)  should  try  the 
Stour  at  Grove  Ferry. 


C0TOS|(Oltto£e 

[IFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

“ One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi- 
ment.”— T.  E.  Pritt. 

MISLEADING  REPORTS. 

SiK>  I was  much  interested,  as  I am  sure  were  all 
your  readers,  by  the  perusal  of  Mr.  O’Fee’s  most  lucid 
explanation  why  (in  his  opinion)  the  salmon  in  the 
River  Bann  are  hard  to  catch  this  season,  which 
appeared  J uly  15.  And  he  would  add  very  much  to 
the  interest  and  importance  of  his  ever-to-be  valued 
contribution  if  he  would  furnish  a tabular  state- 
ment, showing  the  difference  of  temperature  which  has 
existed,  and  is  still  existing,  between  the  temperature 
of  the  Bann  and  all  the  other  rivers  in  Ireland  ; for 
doubtless  he  is  in  possession  of  this  information,  or  be 
would  not,  especially  under  the  heading  he  has  given  to 
his  letter,  venture  the  statement  that  “ There  is  no 
river  in  Ireland  so  variable  in  its  temperature  as  the 
Bann.” 

Some  years  back  I noticed  in  your  columns  a very  care- 
fully compiled  report  from  observations  made,  I think,  on 
a river  in  Scotland,  showing  the  effects  of  the  difference 
of  temperature  in  the  atmosphere  and  water  upon  the 
appetites  of  tbe  salmon  ; and  in  consequence  I began  to 
keep  notes  of  the  temperature  of  water  and  atmosphere 
on  the  Bann.  And  on  reference  to  tho.se  notes  I do  not 
find  any  considerable  variation  in  the  temperature  of 
the  water,  and  certainly  not  more  than  to  the  unscientific 
would  appear  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  influence  that 
a warm  or  cold  atmosphere  might  be  expected  to  have 
upon  the  water. 

My  observations  on  the  temperature  of  the  water  did 
not  prove  what  I had  been  led  to  expect  that  they  would 
do — i.e.,  that  when  the  water  was  much  warmer  than 
the  air,  fish  would  not  take  at  all  well  ; for  I find  on 
reference  to  my  note-book,  that  on  the  11th  July,  1890, 
in  low  water,  the  gauge  at  Caranroe  lock  marking  8'  ‘21' , 

I killed  six  salmon  that  day  (five  on  flies  and  one  on 
prawn),  and  the  thermometer  read,  atmosphere  55®,  and 
water  60°. 

Would  Mr.  O’Eee  also  kindly  explain  how  it  comes  to 
pass  that  when  “ the  lake  ” (presumably  Lough  Neagh) 
is  low  it  always  has  the  same  area  exposed  as  when  full  ? 
There  are  one  or  two  other  questions  I would  like  to  ask, 
but  fear  I have  already  taken  up  too  much  of  your 
valuable  space,  and  I have  also  a feeling  that  in  writing 
against  a scientist  7 might  be  one  of  those  “ fools  who 
rush  in  where  angels  fear  to  tread.” 

I must  beg  to  be  allowed  one  more  remark.  “ The 
Judge  Ely”  in  clear  water  has  alwatjs  been  one  of  the 
best  that  could  be  used,  and  the  “ shade  ” of  hackle  for 
body,  that  got  from  dyeing  a white  or  creamy-white 
hackle  in  dark  turmeric,  with  just  a dip  into  a decoc- 
tion of  Brazil  wood  dust ; a rnby-coloured  hackle  at 
shoulder  got  from  Crawshaw’s  ruby  dye,  a rich  though 
light  mixed  wing,  sprits  of  dyed  yellow  swan,  golden 
pheasant  tippet,  a few  strands  rolled  (Indian  jay),  then 
a blue  jay  hackle  over  that,  finish  up  with  bustard, 
mallard,  and  two  or  three  toppings,  blue  and  yellow,  and 
red  macaw  feelers,  peacock  sword  feather  for  head  and 
butt,  and  an  Indian  crow’s  feather  under  a topping  for 
tail,  and  you  have  a judge  and  jury  combined,  fit  to  try 
and  hang  any  salmon  in  the  River  Bann  ! — I am,  &c., 
PoOBBEAli. 

SALMON  AND  THE  FLY  IN  THE  NORTH. 

Sib, — Since  August  is  past,  and  the  salmon  have  now 
a chance  to  ascend  the  rivers,  anglers  may  well  exclaim 
with  glee. 

Come  out  'tis  now  September, 

Tne  netters’  day  is  done ; 

So  anglers  please  remember 
The  time’s  at  hand  for  fun  1 

In  a few  days  the  fields  will  be  clear,  so  that  a good 
flood  will  harm  no  one,  but  be  a great  boon  to  those  who 
are  looking  forward  to  engagements  with  the  lordly 
salmon.  I met  James  Beattie  the  other  day,  and  re- 
marked to  him  that  the  nets  would  soon  be  oft'  the  river 
(North  E.sk).  He  smiled  a meaning  smile,  and  answered, 
“Aye;  I’m  just  beginnin’  to  reek  out  my  teokle.”  I 
am  assuming  that  you  know  “ Jamie  Beattie,”  as  he  is 
familiarly  called  about  Sclateford  (Edzell).  But  as  you 
may  not  have  met  him  I may,  as  the  Scripture  says, 

“ tell  you  somewhat  of  him.” 

Jamie  is  a man  somewhat  over  forty  years  of  age,  but 
I am  safe  to  say  for  him  he  expects  to  bank  a good 
many  twenty-pounders  before  he  is  half  a century  old 
for  all  that.  He  is  head  keeper  to  the  Dalhousie 
family  on  their  fine  sporting  estate  at  Edzell. 

But  I wish  specially  to  speak  of  him  as  a salmon  angler. 
Some  speak  of  simply  hauling  their  fish  to  the  bank 
without  giving  line  at  all,  but  Beattie,  although  not 
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slow,  prefers  to  take  the  sharp  edge  off  them,  or  m his 
own  words,  “ I aye  like  to  hae  them  bankit  witbm  ten 

may  mention  the  principal  casts  on  his  heat  of 
the  North  Esk,  beginning  with  the  uppermost  Pool  and 
naming  downwards  : Big  Gannoehy,  Coble,  Gieenba  , 
Gollachy,  Cowbeg,  Craig  Chalmers,  Chapelton  pool 
Lynn  Martin,  Bullwark,  and  the  Am  pool.  The  hist 
mentioned  is  a grand  holding  pool  for  salmon,  but  the 
last  mentioned,  viz.,  the  “ Arn,”  is  nowada.ys  hardly 
worth  trying,  being  filled  up  so  with  beach,  and  is  little 
more  than  a shallow  stream.  The  tail  is  a good  cast  for 
sea-trout  however.  , , n 

Beattie  seldom  fishes  with  any  lure  but  the  fly,  m fact, 
if  fish  are  to  be  got  at  all  he  can  always  secure  his 
share  with  some  of  his  favourite  patterns,  some  ot  which 
I will  name  : Member,  Silver  Grey,  Silver  Doctor,  Jock 
Scott,  and  last,  but  not  least,  the  “ Beattie,  named 
after  himself.  The  dressing  of  the  Beattie  is  as  follows : 
Body,  orange  and  red  pig’s  wool,  with  silver  tinsel ; 
hackle,  dark  red  or  claret  ; wing,  turkey  and  white  tips, 
with  kingfisher,  jungle  and  crest  coverts  ; tail,  crests. 

Beattie  can  throw  a grand  line,  which  is  no  mean  teat 
when  you  consider  the  nature  of  the  ground  below  the 
Gannoehy.  He  never,  I suppose,  measured  his  longest 
casts,  but  I am  sate  to  say  that  some  of  the  casting 
tournaments  prizemen  would  have  enough  ado  to  hold 
their  own,  either  for  length  or  accuracy  of  casting  on 

this  stretch  of  water.  . , <•  i -ii 

In  the  early  part  of  the  day  the  best  time  for  a kill  is 
from  nine  to  eleven,  and  again  froni  four  to  sundown. 

The  third  day  after  a heavy  rainfall  is  usually  the  best 
time  for  the  fish  being  on  the  rise.  Gentlemen  angling 
from  the  hotel  at  Edzell  will  find  it  to  their  advantage 
to  have  a crack  with  Beattie,  who  is  of  an  exceedmgly 
obliging  disposition,  and  will  be  very  gliid  to  give  them 
all  the  information  which  only  a “local  can  give. 

I am,  &c.,  David  Mdubay. 

SEA  FISHING  IN  WEST  CORNWALL. 

Sir,— Having  tried  various  places  in  'West  Cornwall, 
on  Wednesday  last,  accompanied  by  a visitor  a,nd  two 
of  my  sons,  I started  for  a six  mile  walk  to  Prussia  Cove, 
a very  tiny  fishing  and  seaside  resort,  situate  between 
Penzance  and  Portbleven,  on  the  south  coast.  A dip  in 
the  waves  wiped  out  the  effect  of  our  walk,  and  we  were 
ready  to  put  to  sea.  We  found  ,an  available  boat  owned 
and  worked  by  Mr.  William  Allen,  sen,,  and  his  son. 
The  former  said  he  would  not  guarantee  success,  but 
that  he  would  take  us  to  the  pollack  grounds  and  he 
would  be  very  much  surprised  if  we  returned  empty 
handed.  We  sailed  out  about  five  or  six  miles,  and  took 
some  little  time  in  reaching  our  objective,  catching  a tew 
mackerel  en  route  by  spinning.  There  was  a brisk  sea 
on  and,  as  the  truth  had  better  be  told,  a little  mal-de- 
mer  on  board.  We  cast  our  anchor,  and  soon  had  tour 
lines  out— two  light  lines  and  two  on  the  bottom.  In  a 
very  short  time  several  pollack  of  fair  size  were  flapping 
in  the  bottom  of  the  boat.  Our  first  great  surprise  was 
caused  by  our  junior  partner,  who  called  out  that  be 
had  something  very  heavy,  but  he  pulled  away  mantullj^ 
and  with  the  assistance  of  the  boatman  and  the  gait 
captured  a cod-fish  weighing  over  201b.  This  was 
followed  by  an  abnormally  large  bream;  then  came  a 
young  shark  of  about  4ft.  in  length.  We  got  him  up  to 
the  side  of  the  boat,  but  with  one  snap  at  our  tackle  h^e 
wished  us  good-bye.  Our  largest  pollack  was  from  ilb. 
to  81b.  in  weight,  and  fell  to  your  correspondent.  Alter 
between  three  and  four  hours'  fishing  we  had  thirty-nine 
good  fish  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  consisting  of  twenty- 
eight  good  size  pollack,  our  friend  the  cod-fish,  one 
conger,  several  bream,  and  a few  natural,  but  uneatable, 
curiosities,  such  as  a small  blue  shark,  &c.  We  put  out 
our  lines  for  a last  turn,  when  one  or  more  ot  these 
gentry  took  a walk  round,  and  quietly  divested  three 
out  of  our  four  lines  of  their  hooks  and  bait,  which  hint 
we  took,  weighed  anchor,  and  set  sail  for  terru  jirina. 

I think  it  due  to  our  pleasant  and  obliging  boatmen  to 
state  that  anyone  finoing  himself  in  the  locality  could 
not  do  better  than  pay  them  a visit.  They  took  cease- 
less trouble,  were  most  moderate  in  their  demands,  and 
were  pleasant  and  genial  companions.  We  took  a 
sample  of  the  fish  we  had  caught,  including  the  cod,  and 
wended  our  way  over  the  hills  whence  we  came  with 
light  hearts  and  a heavy  load,  leaving  the  boatmen  their 
agreed  remuneration,  a small  gratuity,  and  a nice 
quantity  of  marketable  fish,  and  thus  were  all  parties 
more  than  satisfied.  -I  am,  &c.,  Frank  S.  Let 

ONE-EYED  BARBEL. 

Sir  — In  reply  to  “ A G.  B.,”  re  the  above 
parasites,  leeches  to  wit.  The  tribe  is  very  numerous 
and  stands  at  nothing  in  the  shape  of  animal  food- 
mollnscs,  worms,  the  larvae  of  insects,  all  kinds  or  nsb, 
dead  or  alive,  and  even  each  other.  I once  fished  in  a 
pond  in  Kent  all  Saturday,  Saturday  night,  and  all  day 
Sunday — result,  one  horse-leech,  that  had  got  the  tail 
end  of  a worm  half-way  down  its  stomach.  Plenty  of 
fish  hanging  about  all  night;  but  I suppose  I did  not 
know  how  to  catch  them.  In  above  case,  probably  the 
geometric  leech,  pure  and  simple  ; or,  in  other  words, 
that  and  that  only.  If  so,  the  eye  would  be  lost 
gradually.  A horse-leech,  for  instance,  has  been  known 
to  occupy  three  hours  in  finishing  its  meal. 

Probably  poachers  snatching.  In  snatching  the 
Xioint  of  a hook  bursts  the  eye ; result,  collapse,  and 
the  currant-like  appearance  later  on.  I say  jirobably  ; 
I am  not  an  eye  doctor.  Then,  again,  wars  desperate 
wars.  Fish  are  supiiosed  to  be  such  quiet,  peaceful 
creatures.  Are  they  ? I have  laid  down  close  to  the 
water  and  seen  some  splendid  battles  between  perch.  1 
have  seen  a big  barbel  (about  71b.)  place  his  grand  old 
snout  under,  well,  say  a IJ-pounder,  and  simply  toss 


him  over  his  head.  If  “A.  G.  B.”  can  fancy  a hlb.  or 
71b.  barbel,  with  his  blood  up,  rushing  with  all  his 
might  at,  and  hitting  his  antagonist  in  the  eye  with 
his  formidable  snout,  he  need  not  wonder  ^ catching 
one-eyed  barbel. — I am,  &c., 

DO  FISH  FEEL  PAIN? 

Sir  —Some  time  ago  you  had  several  letters  on  this 
subject,  and  I think  it  was  pretty  clearly  established 
that  fish  are  peculiarly  insensible  to  physical  suffering 
from  certain  forms  of  injury.  An  incident  came  to  my 
notice  recently,  which  I would  not  have  tlioii  ht 
worth  adding  to  the  data  on  the  above  subject  but  for 
the  very  severe  injury  to  the  fish  in  a very  ^nsitive 
part.  Some  anglers  were  worm  fishing  m Die  Derwent 
(which  was  in  flood)  for  whiting,  and  one  of  them  struck 
a fish,  lifted  it  to  the  top  of  the  water,  where  it  splashed, 
and  escaped  by  breaking  the  gut.  Not  more  than  a 
couple  of  minutes  afterwards  another  angler  landed  a 
fish  from  the  same  place  with  the  first  an^er  s hook 
and  six  inches  of  gut  still  in  it.  The  first  book  witb 
the  bait  still  on  it,  was  right  down  in  the  fish  s tUroat 
and  before  it  could  be  extracted  the  gills  were  pulled 
out  of  its  mouth.  The  second  hook  was  in  the  upper 
iaw  I suppose  it  took  the  second  bait  with  the  inten- 
tion of  swallowing  it,  but  however  it  could  have  got  it 
past  the  obstruction  already  in  its  throat  passes  my 
comprehension.  Its  sense  of  physical  ff ['ug  must 
have  been  so  dull  that  it  did  not  know  that  the  first 
hook  was  there.  I have  seen  several  cases  of  whitmg 
hooked  a second  time,  but  never  before  one  when  the 
wound  was  such  a severe  one  in  such  a very  sensitive 
part. — I am,  ■ ■'* 

KILLING  THE  GOOSE  WITH  THE  GOLDEN  E(TGS. 

Sir — Your  correspondent  “Venator’  may  not  be 
aware’ that  last  year  a little  affair  took  jdace  at  baxilby 
in  which  120  anglers  were  engaged;  entrance  fee  Js., 
and  the  first  prize  ,£10  was  given  for  a hag  of  Hb.  loz., 
whilst  another  noble  sportsman  actually  received  a prize 
of  10s.  for  a catch  weighing  Joz.  As  a rule  .These  are 

WJ.A..J.  .i_  ^ ^ u /-v»i  vn  la  o. 


the  anglers  who  are  first  to  grumble  when  there  is  a 
scarcity  of  fish.  If  “ Venator  ’ should  ever  take  it  into 
his  head  to  persuade  these  anglers  (so  called)  not  to  hsh 
for  prizes,  I should  like  to  know  how  he  gets  on.  I am 
afraid  he  will  find  it  rather  warm  work.— I am,  &c., 

Old  Angler  No.  2. 

ROACH  TAKING  GUDGEON. 

Sir  —Seeing  an  instance  of  the  above  reported  on 
Aug.  19  I beg  to  inform  you  that  I took  a roach  with 
a dace  'about  three  weeks  ago,  whilst  fishing  with  my 
friend  Mr  J.  A.  Allen,  in  the  Amwell  Magna  water,  at 
Ware  ’ The  fish  was  about  lUb.  in  weight,  and  was 
caught  whilst  fishing  with  a paternoster  for  perch,  and 
fairly  hooked  in  the  top  lip.  Mr.  David  Wilson  knows 
me,  but  not  as  an  angler.— I am,  &c., 

’ Henry  J.  Moore. 

ACCOMMODATION  AT  CANTLEY. 
giR  —Will  you  kindly  tell  me  whether  there  is  any 
accommodation  for  anglers  at  either  Reedham  or 
Cantley  ?— I am,  Vc., 

[There  is  accommodation  at  Inns  at  either  ot  tue 
places  you  name.]  

SUITABLE  SEPTEMBER  FLIES. 
giR  —Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  be  kind  enough 
to  suggest  flies  likely  to  be  suitable  in  September  for  a 
small  slow,  clear,  Norfolk  stream,  containing  a tew 
trout.’  The  bottom  is  of  sandy  mud  and  gravel.— I am, 
&c  Novice. 

I Hofland’s  Fancy,  Olive  Quill,  Red  Quill,  Honey  Dun 
Bumble,  Mulberry  Bumble,  and  Sand  Fly.j 

GOOD  GRAYLING  FISHING. 

Sir,— I shall  be  much  obliged  if  any  of  your  readers 
can  advise  me  where  I can  obtain  good  grayling  fishing 
for  a fortnight  in  September,  by  club  tii^ets  or  by 
staying  at  a hotel  in  Wales  or  West  of  England.  I 

am,  &c.,  , rr  i 

[Try  the  Swan  Hotel  at  Tenbury,  on  Teme.  | 

SILKS  FOR  FLIES. 

giR  —Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly  give  me 
some  ’information  as  to  where  I may  obtain  the  silks 

that  are  shown  in  “ Aldam’s  Book  of  Flies  ’ ?— I am,  Ac., 

Thomas  Hughes. 

I Messrs.  C.  Farlow  & Co.  used  to  supply  the  silks  but 
since  Mr.  Aldam’s  death  we  are  not  sure  that  they  have 
kept  a supply,  j 

THE  ISLAND  OF  BUTE.  . 

giR  — I am  sjiending  the  first  fortnight  in  October  in 
the  Island  of  Bute,  and  should  be  greatly  obliged  to  any 
of  your  readers  for  any  information  as  to  the  sea-tisliing 
round  the  coast.  What  fish  are  about  at  that  time  ? 
and  if  rod  fishing  from  the  shore,  say  from  the  rocks  at 
the  south  end  of  the  island,  would  be  any  good  .''—lam, 
&c.,  A.  B. 

PIKE  AND  PERCH  FISHING. 

giR— Will  you  kindly  inform  me  in  your  next  issue 
whether  there  is  any  good  pike  or  perch  fishing  at 
Reading  (bank  fishing  preferred),  or  it  not,  what  kind, 
also  the  best  baits,  &c.  ? In  the  event  ot  there  bein^  no 
Rood  free  fishing,  what  steps  should  I take  to  obtain  a 
ticket  ? also  what  would  be  the  prob.able  charge  for  a 
boat  per  day  ?— I am,  &c., 

I You  can  get  free  fishing  from  the  bank  at  Reading. 
A boat  will  cost  you  about  3s.  per  day.  Use  minnows 
for  porch,  and  dace  or  gudgeon  for  pike.  If  you  know 
I how  to  use  the  spoon  bait,  you  should  do  so.J 


ANGLING  IN  YORKSHIRE. 
giR  —Would  some  of  your  Yorkshire  readers  inform 
me  if  ’there  is  any  fishing  (coarse  preferred) , and  what 
sort  at  or  within  ten  or  twenty  miles  of  Lind  ley,  near 
Huddersfield,  as  I am  thinking  of  spending  a holiday 
there  shortly?  A few  particulars  would  oblige.— I am, 

Breamet. 

['The  angler’s  map  of  Yorkshire,  by  Tom  Bradley,  is 
before  us,  but  the  place  you  mention  (Lindley)  is  not 
defined.  Within  twenty  miles  of  HuddersfieW  are 
several  rivers-Wbarfe,  Aire,  Calder,  Colne,  Holme, 
Don  Dove,  Dearn,  Ac.  To  give  you  an  account  ot  the 
sort  of  fish  to  be  taken  in  all  these  waters  would  occupy 
an  enormous  space.  There  is  some  good  fishing  to  be 
had  within  twenty  miles  of  Huddersfield,  a,nd  you  will 
do  well  to  send  stamps  for  the  “ Yorkshire  Angler  s 
Guide,  ” to  the  author,  20,  Green’s-court,  Briggate,  Leeds, 
Yorkshire  The  map,  showing  all  the  rivers,  is  alone 
worth  the  money,  and  we  strongly  recommend  you  (and 
all  those  who  wish  to  become  acquainted  with  the  fashing 
in  Yorkshire)  to  secure  a copy  of  this  admirably  clear 
and  lucid  description  of  the  fishings  by  Tom  Bradley.  I 

FISHING  NEAR  SCARBOROUGH. 
giR —Could  you  please  to  let  me  know  what  fresh- 
water’fishing  is  to  be  had  in  or  near  Scarborough;  the 
name  of  river  or  lake  ; whether  free  or  subscription  ; 
what  class  of  fish,  and  whether  they  are  plentiful  i-l 
am  Ac  Inquirer. 

[The  River  Derwent  is  close  to  Scarborough.^^  The 
“ Yorkshire  Angler’s  Guide,”  price  Is.  (3d.,  says  : Ihe 

angling  on  the  Derwent  embraces  all  kinds  of  fish,  and 
has  the  reputation  of  being  good  throughout.  Nine 
cages  of  “ Tom  Bradley’s  best  description  are  devoted 
to  this  river,  and  a bird’s-eye  view  of  the  roads  and 
surrounding  country,  showing  all  places  of  note  on  the 
banks  of  the  river,  as  well  as  the  numerous  becks, 
niav  be  obtained  for  an  extra  sixpence  from  the  office  ot 
the  YorMiire  Post.  You  will  certainly  not  regret 
investing  the  2s.]  

FISHING  NEAR  HASTINGS. 
gjR  —Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly  inform 
me  if  ’ there  is  any  good  fishing  to  be  procured  round 
about  Hastings?— I am,  Ac., 

[There  is  a little  sea-fishmg  to  be  had  at  Hastings. 
The  Rother  runs  near  Battle,  and  contains  roach  and 
other  coarse  fish.]  

FISHING  AT  GUILDFORD. 

Sir,— Could  you  kindly  inform  me  if  there  is  any 
and  what  sort  of,  fishing  to  be  had  at  or  near  Guildford  P 
I am  told  that  the  'Wey  can  be  fished  with  advantage. 
Is  this  so,  and  is  it  worth  while  spending  a week  there  ? 
—I  am  Ac.  H-  Rolt. 

[The’  fishmg  at  Guildford  is  fairly  good— pike,  perch, 
roach,  dace,  bream,  eels,  chub.  The  Broad  Mead.s  at 
Woking  is  worth  spending  a day  or  two  at.  At  Wey- 
bridge  (about  four  miles  from  Woking)  good  perch, 
bream,  and  chub  fishing.] 

FISHING  NEAR  SHELFORD. 

Sir  —Is  fishing  free  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sheltord 
(Cambs),  or  is  it  preserved  by  the  Cambridge  and 
Ely  Association ? If  so,  where  we  get  free  fishing 
(Sunday)  near  Cambridge  ? Thanking  you  for  an  answer 
in  your  paper,— I am,  Ac.,  . H.  Elliott. 

[The  fishing  at  Shelford  is  preserved,  and,  although 
permission  it  to  be  obtained  on  an  occasional  week  day, 
Sunday  fishing  anywhere  near  Cambridge  is  strictly 
prohibited.  If  you  like  to  take  a walk  of  about  four 
miles  to  Anxton,  the  Chequers,  you  may  get  some  good 
fishing  on  Sunday  by  asking  the  landlord.] 


FISHING  NEAR  SHERINGHAM. 
gjR  — Jr  answer  to  “ D.  L.,  ” I do  not  think  there  is 
any  fishing  whatever  round  Sheringham  nearer  tnan 
Wroxham  Broad.  Train  to  Cromer,  then  take  a privi- 
lege ticket  from  the  upper  station  to  Wroxharn,  2s.  bd. 
charged  for  the  Broad,  but  free  in  the  river  Good  flat 
fish  to  be  caught  by  ledgers  off  Sheringham  beach, 
although  the  fishermen  will  probably  say  the  opposite. 
Can  any  reader  kindly  inform  me  what  sort  of  fishing  is 
to  be  had  at  Merstham  or  Redhill,  where  to  go  from 
the  station  of  either,  and  how  to  get  it  ?— I am,  Ac., 

J.  H.  J-)AVISON. 

HAMPTON  COURT  FISHING. 
giR  —Will  you  kindly  inform  me  in  your  next  issue 
whom’ to  apply  to  for  permission  to  fish  the  Long  Water, 
Hampton  Court  ?— I am,  Ac.,  ht"*  ‘ r 

[Leave  may  be  obtained  at  the  ofiioe  of  the  Master  oi 
the  Horse.  J 

TO  PAINT  FLOATS  RED. 

Sir,— Can  you,  through  the  columns  of  the  F.G 
oblige  with  recipe  for  tipping  the  ends  of  floats  with 

i?  T o„n  K n W.  Bryant. 

red?-  I am,  Ac  , , % . i 

I Dissolve  sealing-wax  (any  colour)  in  methylated 
spirit,  and  apply  with  a brush  ; or  use  Aspinall  s 
enamel  paints.]  

HOW  TO  JOIN  A CLUB. 

Sir,— I am  desirous  of  joining  a fishing  club  or  asso- 
ciation either  in  the  city  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Woodford,  Essex,  If  you  can  assist  me  by  letting  me 
know  the  names  and  addresses  ot  clubs  I should  be 
obliged.-I  am,  Ac.,  ^^^ster 

I By  sending  Gd.  in  stamps  to  Mr.  R.  Ghurney,  Hb, 
Murray-street,  Hoxton,  N.,  you  will  receive  a copy  of 
the  “Angler’s  Guide,”  which  will  give  you  a list  ot 
cluba,  in  addition  to  a vast  quantity  of  interesting 
information  of  great  service  to  anglers.] 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  2,  1893. 


1 REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


ifg"  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
I should  send  a post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
I ■Oazette,  St,  Du7istan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 


The  Increasing  demand  for  the  FISHING 
GAZETTE  nece-tsitates  our  going  to  press 
somewhat  ear  ier  than  heretofore.  River 
reporters  will  oblicje  by  sending  reports  so 
that  they  mav  arrive  on  Thursday  evening 
at  latest  to  guarantee  Insertion. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Iiower  Tliames. — General  Remarks.  During  a 
portion  of  last  week  I have  been  away  from  our  metropo- 
litan river  on  a visit  to  Bloaterland,  and  on  the  Thursday 
made  my  annnal  call  at  the  Wherry  Hotel,  Oulton  Broad 
Fishery,  to  interview  my  old  friend,  Mr.  George  Mason, 
the  piscatorial  proprietor  of  that  popular  hostelry,  on 
the  practical  character  of  the  water  and  of  angling 
Tesults.  He  told  me,  and  his  information  is  reliable, 
that  at  the  present  time  a real  fisherman  can  get  bream 
there  from  31b.  to  51b.  each,  but  he  must  get  to  work  at 
five  o’clock  in  the  morning,  leaving  off  in  the  middle  of 
the  day,  and  resuming  business  again  in  the  evening,  and 
'he  would  guarantee  a good  catch  as  the  result.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Airey,  of  Lewisham,  who  had  been  staying  at  the 
Wherry  Hotel  for  one  month,  never  failed  in  getting 
a good  take  every  day.  They  fished  principally  for 
bream,  but  on  one  or  two  occasions  they  tried  the  perch, 
and  on  one  day  got  over  four  dozen,  fishing  principally 
in  the  morning  and  evening.  Mr.  Good  and  Mr.  Pullman, 
■from  Brompton,  who  had  recently  left  the  hostelry,  had 
met  with  equal  success,  some  of  the  bieam  they  took 
being  over  51b.  each,  and  in  other  instances  that  size 
had  not  been  at  all  uncommon.  Roach  fishing  has  been 
very  fair  indeed  and  taken  up  to  21b.  each.  Altogether 
■there  has  been  some  good  all  round  fishing.  The  jack 
season  is  not  yet  recognised,  but  severs,!  have  been 
taken  up  to  61b.  each,  and  appearances  indicate  of  those 
fish  known  to  be  in  the  water  that  some  good  pike  fishing 
is  at  hand.  Rudd  have  been  casually  taken,  but  anglers 
•who  have  gone  out  on  purpose  have  met  with  good 
success,  the  largest  IJlb.,  but  there  are  known  to  be 
larger  ones.  Anglers  staying  in  the  hostelry,  report, 
independently  of  each  other,  the  waters  are  teeming 
with  fish.  As  my  visit  there  was  only  for  three  hours  I 
did  not  go  on  the  broad,  and  the  water  was  very  ro  ugh, 
but  a practical  chat  with  so  genial  a man  as  Mr.  M ason 
is  always  to  me  a very  great  pleasure,  and  the  info  rma- 
tion  I am  able  to  publish  will  be  read  with  interest  by 
many  Thames  anglers  who  occasionally  stay  at  his 
picturesque  and  comfortable  hostelry.  B. 

Upper  Thames. — Thursday  evening. — Bain  having 
fallen  heavily  in  the  Thames  Valley  on  Sunday  and 
Monday  last,  angling  all  round  has  been  much  im- 
proved in  consequence.  The  water  is  yet  very  bright, 
the  weeds  veryer  rampant,  and  the  fish  veryest  sluggish, 
but  yet  those  artful  ones  can  do  well  with  roach  in  the 
early  morn  and  dewy  eve,  and  still  better  with  perch  at 
noonday.  The  latter  edible  beauties  are  now  looking 
up,  and  taking  on  red  worms  on  roach  tackle  or  the 
sprightly  minnow  on  paternoster.  How  should  you  cook 
a percb,  did  you  say  ? Why,  spread-eagle  and  broil  in 
his  scales,  and  serve  up  red  hot, with  real  butter,  cayenne, 
and  lemon  sauce.  I forgot  to  say  that  you  must  first 
catch  your  perch,  of  about  a pound  weight.  Chub,  3ack, 
gudgeon,  and  barbel  are  all  taking  on,  but  not  in  suffi- 
cient doses  for  me  to  sling  superfluous  ink.— Marlow 
Buzz.  n 

Thames  (Chertsey).— John  Boulter,  during  the 
week,  has  taken  ten  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  one  brace 
of  iack,  four  barbel,  two  perch,  and  a couple  of  bream  ; 
and  L.  Hackett  six  bream,  one  brace  of  perch,  one  eel, 
three  chub,  and  eight  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Kingston). — John  Johnson,  in  the  week, 
twenty-eight  barbel,  eleven  bream,  three  3<^ck,  and  nine 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; N.  Bolton,  eighteen  barbel, 
nine  perch,  twelve  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  ten 
dozen  of  fine  gudgeon  ; J.  Wilkes,  four  jack,  five  bream, 
eight  perch,  fourteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  three 
dozen  of  gudgeon  ; J.  Wright,  ten  bream,  eight  perch, 
six  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  twelve  dozen  of  fine 
gudgeon.  . 

Thames  (Staines). — John  Keene,  ]un.,  has  been 
finding  his  clients  some  fine  sport  amongst  the  barbel, 
as  in  six  days  he  realised  a total  of  2871b.,  as  follows  : 
Mr.  Wilson  and  friend,  401b.  ; Mr.  Moss,  751b.  ; Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Baek,  801b  ; Mr.  Rowe,  501b.  ; Mr.  Hayward 
and  friend,  201b. ; Messrs.  Newbury  and  O’Dowd— the 
former  had  a brace  of  fish  weighing  over  141b.,  and  the 
latter  four  fish  weighing  over  221b. 

Thames  (Sunbury). — Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud, 
during  the  week  sixteen  barbel,  twenty-two  jack,  the 
largest  71b.,  and  fifteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace;  and 
Mr.  Bolt,  with  John  Stroud,  nineteen  jack,  sixteen 
barbel,  and  twenty  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Teddington). — Joseph  Baldwin,  in  three 
days,  four  and-a-half  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  one  brace 
of  jack,  and  one  barbel.  W.  McBride,  in  six  days,  nine 
jack,  seven  barbel,  and  fourteen  dozen  of  roach  and 

Thames  (Twickenham).  — S.  Cole,  in  four  days, 
261b.  of  roach  and  dace  and  four  bream ; J.  Annesey,  in 
four  days,  461b.  of  roach  and  dace  and  four  bream  ; 
George  Chamberlain,  in  the  week,  461b.  of  roach  and 
dace  ; J.  Coxen,  in  two  and  a half  days,  261b.  of  roach 
and  dace  and  two  barbel ; George  Coxen,  in  three  and  a 


half  days,  211b.  of  roach  and  dace  and  four  barbel  ; 
A.  Hammerton,  in  the  same  time,  twenty-five  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace  ; John  Frost,  in  four  days,  361b.  of  roach 
and  dace  and  five  bream;  Per  Hammerton,  in  two  days, 
ten  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; Richard  Mnifatt,  in  one 
day,  61b.  of  roach  and  dace  and  two  bream;  and  John 
Spong,  in  the  week,  801b.  of  roach  and  dace,  six  barbel, 
and  four  jack,  the  largest  7.ilb. 

Thames  (Walton). — -Richard  Watford,  one  day, 
with  Mr.  Ford,  three  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  nine 
bream,  and  one  barbel;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Woods, 
two  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  seventeen  bream ; 
another  day,  with  Mr.  Donaldson,  three  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace  and  four  bream  ; and  another  day,  in 
two  hours,  with  Mr.  Lefevre,  five  bream  and  one  dozen 
of  roach.  George  Hone,  one  day,  with  Mr.  C.  Luker, 
five  dozen  of  roach  and  a jack  of  2.^1b.  : and  another 
day,  with  a gentleman,  nine  dozen  of  gudgeon.  G. 
Lavey,  one  day,  with  Mr.  Blernfield,  three  dozen  of 
gudgeon,  and  a peroh  of  l^lb.;  and  another  day,  with 
Mr.  J.  Deadmar,  three  dozen  of  roach  and  ton  bream  of 
31b.  A gentleman  fishing  from  the  bank,  one  day.  five 
dozen  of  roach,  a bream  of  2Jlb.,  and  a barbel  of  3jlb. 

Windsor  District. — River  still  low  and  bright,  but 
fine  sport  to  be  had  by  those  who  go  about  it  properly. 
The  merry  little  gudgeon,  I am  very  pleased  to  say,  has 
again  made  its  appearanoe  in  goodly  shoals,  and  though 
the  forty  and  fifty  dozen  in  a day  scores  are  not  likely  to 
be  made  this  season,  still  a bag  of  nineteen  and  twenty 
dozen  to  three  rods  in  a day  represents  plenty  of  amuse- 
ment and  enjoyment  if  the  luncheon  basket  be  not  for- 
gotten. Chub  are  still  feeding,  and  many  have  been 
caught,  but  none  very  large.  Mr.  H.  Woolner,  of 
Datchet,  with  fly,  has  had  a few  up  to  21b.,  and  Mr.  L. 
Hale,  of  Eton  College,  with  wasp,  several  nice  fish  up 
to  ijib.  Perch  are  certainly  recovering  from  that 
epidemic  of  fungoid  disease  which  attacked  them  about 
five  years  ago,  but  still  I think  for  at  least  this  season 
they  should  be  returned,  and  anglers  will  do  well  to  take 
the  example  of  a young  enthusiast,  Mr.  F.  J.  Husted,  of 
Windsor,  who  caught  three  recently  whilst  spinning  for 
jack,  and  returned  them.  Several  jack  have  been  caught, 
but  n'  ne  over  41b.  5oz.,  which  was  taken  by  Mr.  Elder, 
of  Eton.  Roach  shy,  but  are  to  be  caught  with  very 
fine  tackle  and  good  bait.  Barbel  also  sby,  evidently 
waiting  for  that  big  push  of  water  which  to-day  seems 
as  far  off  as  ever.  There  was  a sharp  frost  here  on  the 
night  of  the  28th  ult.,  ice  being  formed.— B.  B. 
Bambridqe. 

Ancholme  District. — Good  sport  has  been  main- 
tained during  the  past  week.  Mr.  Hawkins,  Brigg,  had 
a capital  catch  of  221b.  of  roach  one  day.  The  four 
largest  weighed  51b.,  the  largest  being  11b.  8oz.  The 
Gainsborough  Liberal  Angling  Club  fished  a match  at 
Hibaldsboro’  Bridge  on  the  23rd  : 1st,  C.  Emmerson, 
81b.  2oz.  ; 2nd,  F.  Burton,  61b.  3oz.  ; 3rd,  G.  Vernon, 
51b.  loz.  ; 4th,  J.  A.  Vernon,  31b.  4oz.  Time  of  match, 
four  hours.  On  the  same  day  the  Universal  Angling 
Club,  of  Hull,  fished  their  fourth  match  near  Brigg  : 
1st,  J.  Bardsley,  121b.  7oz. ; 2nd,  W.  Goodwin,  91b.  13oz. 
3rd,  J.  Earle,  61b.  12oz. ; 4th,  A.  Durdin,  51b.  8oz.  Total 
weight  1001b.  8oz.  The  majority  of  fish  were  roach. 
Mr.  Jordan,  of  Hull,  fishing  one  day  at  Ferriby  Sluice 
had  30ib.  of  bream.  Trout  fishing  in  the  backs  is 
well-nigh  over.  The  waters  are  too  low  for  successful 
work.— Thomas  Ford. 

Arun  (Pulborough.  and  Ambpley).— Anglers 
continue  to  meet  with  fair  sport  on  this  river,  although 
the  water  has  been  rather  bright  in  the  Pulborough  dis- 
trict. .Roach  and  bream  have  been  feeding  best,  but  at 
Amberley  and  Bury  some  excellent  dace  have  been  had, 
up  to  65OZ.  A large  number  of  bass  continue  to  make 
their  way  up  the  river  on  the  salt  tides,  and  Mr.  Stewart 
has  captured  one  of  lO^lb.,  live-baiting  with  roach,  at 
Arundel.  The  bass,  it  is  said,  come  up  the  river  after 
the  roach  and  dace  which  have  been  rendered  sickly  by 
the  salt  tides,  and  an  angler  who  specially  devoted  his 
time  to  a day’s  bass  fishing  might  meet  with  success. 
Goosequill. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Gloucestershire).— The  trout  are 
nicely  rising  again  about  nine  o’clock  noon  and  at  sun- 
down, but  they  are  difficult  to  approach  in  the  clear 
shallow  water.  I saw  a big  trout  attempt  to  take  a 
large  thistle-down  which  was  floating  on  the  water. 
The  flies  now  on  are  Spinners,  and  a pretty  pale-green 
Dun.  The  Parnassia,  or  grass  of  Parnassus,  is  now  out 
in  full  bloom  on  the  banks  of  the  Coin.  Pan. 

Cornish  Streams.— News  from  the  Fowey  is  still 
poor.  I have  not  heard  of  the  capture  of  a single  mi- 
gratory fish,  peal  or  salmon,  for  the  week.  What  with 
the  pollution  and  the  unprecedentedly  low  water,  the 
attraction  for  fishing  this  river  is  very  slight.  Matters 
are  a little  better  on  the  Camel  where  the  river  has 
dribbled  down  to  a mere  streamlet.  There  are  hundreds 
of  peal  below  the  Black  Pool  Weir,  and  without  there  is 
a heavy  freshet,  there  is  not  the  slightest  possible 
chance  that  they  will  get  above  it.  They  ought  to  be 
well  into  spawning  grounds  now.  Mr.  Crabb  got  several 
peal  with  fly,  and  the  Downings,  professional  rods,  also 
made  fair  baskets  spinning  in  the  twilight.  Trout 
streams  are  now  almost  entirely  choked  with  weeds. 
Heavy  rain  is  all  that  is  necessary  for  fish  and  for 
fishers. — Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Farningliam).  — The  season,  which 
closes  on  the  ‘‘Lion”  waters  to-day  (Sept.  2),  has 
finished  up  very  moderately.  Four  or  five  anglers  were 
down  last  week,  but  did  not  average  more  than  a brace 
of  fish  each  a day. — F.  R.  S. 

Dee  (Cor-wen,  N.  Wales).— The  river  is  as  low  as 
ever.  Grayling  and  pike  are  doing  fairly  well.  Col. 
'Turner  had  some  fine  grayling  and  trout;  Mr.  Jacks 
and  Mr.  Taylor  trout.  I had  a trimmer  set  for  pike, 
and  the  bait  was  taken  by  one  of  fl^lb.,  and  if  I had  had 


a gaff  I should  have  secured  a 20-pounder.  Mr.  Bell 
aho  killed  some  nice  trout.  Alwen. 

Derwent  (Ambergate).  Not  much  sport  during 
the  week.  Treacherous  northerly  ami  easterly  winds 
have  caused  a rapid  fall  of  temperature  in  the  evenings, 
which  has  probably  been  responsible  for  the  very  small 
hatch  of  the  usual  night  flies.  The  Derwent  and  tribu- 
taries are  lower  than  ever.  The  only  takes  worth 
recording  are  a mixed  ba-ket  of  trout  and  perch  taken 
from  the  Amber  with  live  minnow,  and  one  of  several 
fine  barbel  from  the  Derwent. — Amber  Dun. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks). — 'I’ho  water  is  still 
very  low  and  bright.  Some  good  pike  fishing  has  been 
had  during  the  past  week  down  by  the  picturesque  ruin 
of  Kirkham  Abbey.  Mrs.  Longbotham  (an  enthusiastic 
lady  angler  of  Malton)  caught  three  nice  fish  last 
Saturday  evening.  The  heaviest  fish  was  an  11-pounder. 

- H. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Water  still  wanted.  A 
few  fish  are  being  taken  with  the  caterpillar;  Mr.  Bond  • 
jun.,audMr.  R.  Ward  have  killed  a few  fish  from  the 
Birdsgrove  length  this  week,  in  the  case  of  the  first- 
named  the  caterpillar  has  been  the  medium.  A few  fish 
have  also  been  taken  from  the  Mansfold. — D.  and  W.  H. 
Foster. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  weather  this  week 
has  taken  quite  an  autumnal  turn,  both  nights  and 
mornings  being  decidedly  fresh.  I have  heard  of  very  - 
few  successes  ; the  best  sport  all  round  has  fallen  to  the 
eoarse  fishermen,  some  very  fair  takes  of  perch  and 
roach  being  had  by  the  canal  r jdsters.  In  my  report  last 
week,  through  the  omission  of  a paragraph  by  the 
printer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts  is  credited  with  a brace  of 
roach  61b.  and  41b.,  instead  of  carp.  As  I fear  my 
character  for  veracity  is  likely  to  be  questioned  on  this 
matter  (roach  of  such  calibre  being  rather  phenonienal), 

I feel  sure  you  will  afford  me  the  satisfaction  of  insert- 
ing this  explanatory  note. — Bed  Palmer. 

Fen  "Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).  — A good 
deal  of  angling  has  been  going  on  in  the  waters  of  the 
South  Lincolnshire  district.  Among  the  eaptures  have 
been  fine  roach,  perch,  and  tench,  as  well  as  eels  up  to 
31b.  each.  In  the  Spalding  district  the  Glenn  about 
Surfleet  is  yielding  well  ; and  other  private  fishings  have 
produced  good  baskets.  Many  visitors  have  gone  to 
the  smaller  watercourses  such  as  the  Blue  Jowts,  the 
drains  at  Pode  Hole,  &c.  On  the  Billingborough  lengths 
of  the  Forty-foot,  anglers  have  been  well  among  roach 
and  perch,  baskets  running  up  to  151b.  and  201b.  each. 
A fine  roach,  scaling  11b.  6oz.,  was  taken  last  week  by  Mr. 
Millerton,  and  a perch  nearly  21b.  fell  to  the  lot  of  Mr. 
Pearson,  both  local  anglers. — Limpet. 

Filey  (Yorkshire). — Grand  sport  with  billet  and 
whiting  pollock  has  recently  been  had  off  the  Filey 
Brig  rocks,  as  also  off  Flamborough  Head,  by  boat 
anglers,  and  numbers  of  fish  taken  up  to  101b.  or 
T21b.— H. 

Idle  (North  Notts).  — Visitors  and  local  anglers 
still  pay  attention  to  the  Idle  and  its  adjacent  waters. 
The  water  is  beginning  to  run  rather  low  again,  but  now 
that  the  harvest  is  being  cleared  it  may  be  expected  the 
fish  will  be  more  eager  for  food  thrown  to  them  by  the 
angler.  In  midday  the  fishing  is  not  very  good,  but 
early  in  the  morning  and  late  afternoon  are  the  best 
times,  and  good  baskets  are  then  made.  The  best  places 
for  sport  are  still  said  to  be  the  few  miles  below  Ret- 
ford, and  particularly  about  Mattersey.  The  lower 
waters  do  not  get  much  patronage  just  now,  as  the  tides 
make  the  fishing  uncertain. — L. 

Lake  Vyrn-wy,  North  Wales  (via  Oswestry).— 

The  weather  still  continues  very  unfavourable,  although 
the  few  anglers  that  have  been  out  have  had  good  sport. 
On  Monday  fourteen  very  good  fish  were  killed.  The 
fishing  season  closes  Sept.  15, 1893. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Stort. — The  water  in  the  old  river  is  get- 
ting very  low.  Fishing  Games’s  Higham  Hill  fishery,  a 
gentleman  had  ten  roach,  not  one  under  ^Ib.  ; Mr. 
Bennett  and  friend  also  had  some  good  roach  and 
dace.  At  the  Ferry  Boat  fishery,  Tottenham,  some  good 
catches  of  roach  have  been  made.  Not  much  has  been 
doing  at  Cook’s  Ferry  lately.  A barbel  was^  landed 
recently.  The  Lea  Valley  Improvement  authorities  have 
commenced  some  of  iheir  work  by  beginning  to  put  up 
flood  gates  below  Games’s  water. — Spliced  Joint. 

Lea  (Broxbourne).— There  have  been  some  very 
fine  takes  of  perch,  Messrs.  Ward  and  Lee  having  taken 
over  forty  fish  one  day  last  week.  Although  the  watei 
is  bright  chub  fishing  is  good,  two  nice  ones  having  been 
taken,  weighing  21b.  each,  and  several  smaller  ones. 
E.N.  B.  , . , . 

Lea  (Ware).— There  have  been  some  good  takes  of 
roach  this  week,  some  bank  anglers  last  Sunday  having 
taken  as  much  as  121b.  weight  each.  Ihelzaak  Walton 
had  a match  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Perrin  taking  first  prize 
with  a roach  of  l^lb.,  Mr.  Wheatley  and^  Mr.  Poole 
coming  next.  Mr,  J.  Ba-ldock,  lisliing  opposite  the  Bull 
Inn,  had  a nice  take  of  roach,  one  weighing  lib.  9oz  , 
which  he  has  sent  to  be  set  up.  The  river  is  in  good 
order  now,  and  bloods  the  most  taking  bait.  Mr.  J. 
Baldock  has  to-day  taken  four  nice  roach,  weighing 
61b.,  fishing  opposite  the  Bull  Inn,  besides  one  taken  on 
Wednesday,  I4^in.  long,  llin.  in  girtb,  weighing 
lib.  9oz.  On  Sunday  last,  bank  fishing  off  the  Boom,  he 
took  121b.  of  nice  roach  ; heavy  rain  to-night ; fish 
feeding;  water  in  splendid  order.— Edwin  Cossar. 

Leicester.— The  Leicester  preserved  water  continues 
to  yield  roach  in  comparative  abundance,  and  one  nota- 
ble catch  was  made  by  Mr.  Frisby— a roach  slightly 
over  21b.  4oz.  The  fish  is  the  largest  that  has  been 
taken  from  these  waters.  The  fish  has  been  sent  to 
Mr  Montague  Browne,  curator  of  the  Leicester  Museum, 
who  took  a cast  of  the  fish.  Roach  and  pike  have 
been  weighed-in  at  the  clubs  in  fairly  large  numbers. 
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The  most  noted  catch  lately  has  been  made  at  some 
private  waters — a perch  weig’hing  31b.  Near  the  Twelve 
Bridg’es  at  Leicester,  Mr.  Bishop,  at  the  early  part  of 
this  week,  took  131b.  of  roach  with  weed. — At  Foxton 
good  roach  were  secured  by  Messrs.  Daybell  and  Bill- 
son,  and  an  excellent  catch  of  pike  was  the  share  of 
Mr.  T.  Snaps  at  the  river  at  Market  Harborongh.  Good 
fishing  has  been  obtained  at  the  Wreake,  and  Messrs. 
J.  Hobbs  and  A.  Mayne  have  been  successful  among 
the  roach  and  pike  at  North  Kilworth. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Iieominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  running  as  low  as  they  can,  and  are  getting 
grown  over  in  parts  with  weeds. — Gwtnne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingslandh— No 
change  to  report.  Eivers  still  extremely  low.  Water 
low,  but  bed  of  stream  very  foul.  Flies  as  last  week. 
The  gun,  for  a short  time,  is  likely  to  be  in  more  request 
than  the  fly  rod.  Partridges  plentiful,  and  very  strong 
on  the  wing.  Unless  on  days  when  there  is  a strong 
wind,  fishing  will  be  of  little  account  till  we  get  a fresh. 

' — R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Maidstone). — I am  sorry  to  report  there 
has  been  said  havoc  near  Farleigh  Lock.  Some  mis- 
creants, it  is  supposed,  have  been  by  some  means  turn- 
ing up  the  fish  in  thousands — large  bream,  roach,  jack, 
carp,  and  eels.  The  Maidstone  Angling  Society  have 
offared  <£5  for  the  conviction  of  the  perpetrators  of  this 
distardly  act;  such  a sight  never  was  seen,  they  have 
been  taken  away  in  sackfuls.  Eivers  are  all  low  above 
Maidstone,  but  roach  have  been  well  on — wheat  for  bait. 
Rain  is  wanted  badly. — W.  Shrubsole. 

Medway  (Tonbridge). — Again  Loudon  clubs  have 
been  doing  well  amongst  the  roach  and  bream,  a catch 
of  five  stone  being  reported.  Little  has  been  done 
amongst  the  locals,  and  even  the  yokels  have  subsided, 
finding  the  hop-gardens  a more  paying  business.  Best 
time  for  bream  early  morn,  after  which  you  may  wind 
np  and  go  home.  Not  one  of  the  carp  recently  turned 
in  have  been  found,  so  I suppose  they  are  all  right. 
Baits  : stewed  wheat  and  paste  for  roach : marsh  worms 
for  bream.  A few  small  jack  have  been  taken.  Water 
above  town  pretty  fair  ; but  below,  unless  you  go  a 
couple  of  miles,  no  good.  To  holders  of  full  season 
tickets,  the  upper  part  of  the  river  about  perfect. — 
E.  E.  W. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon.). — The  water  is  getting  too 
bright  for  much  sport,  but  previously  the  bream  and 
roach  have  been  feeding  well.  At  time  of  writing  rain 
has  set  in,  and,  should  it  continue  to  bring  the  water 
in  condition,  fish  will  feed  well,  and  some  good 
sport  will  be  had.  Pike  fishing  commences  on  Sept.  1, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  season  will  be  good. — H.  Eout. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — Eiver  still  in  good  fishing  order, 
but  rather  clear  r some  rain  would  improve  it.  Some 
very  good  chub  been  taken  this  week  here  with  the  fly  ; 
and  bream  are  now  in  the  primest  state. — A.  Scaed. 

Plymouth.— Sea  Fishing.— There  is  an  old  saying 
that  it’s  an  ill  wind  that  blows  nobody  good,  for  the 
sharks  in  the  Channel,  or  something  extraordinary,  have 
driven  all  the  fish  in  the  Sound,  and  the  place  is  literally 
swarming  with  them.  Mackerel,  pollack,  bass,  mullet, 
chad  can  be  taken  in  abundance.  It  is  amusing  to  see 
ladies  and  gentlemen  crossing  the  Hoe  coming  from  the 
boats  with  strings  of  fish  in  each  hand.  It  is  many  years 
since  we  have  been  having  such  sport,  and  it  has  now 
been  on  for  several  weeks.  I have  a staff  of  boatmen 
that  I have  initiated  into  the  best  marks,  and  they  can 
be  depended  on  for  showing  sport  at  a moderate  charge, 
or  if  the  fisherman  prefers  to  manage  his  own  boat,  there 
are  some  dozens  for  him  to  choose  from  at  the  West  Hoe 
Pier,  where  friend  Aldridge  is  always  obliging  and  ready 
to  see  that  all  things  are  right.  I have  just  received  a 
letter  from  a gentleman  fishing  at  Scilly,  where  he 
caught  in  eight  days  1100  pollack,  using  only  two  baits, 
namely,  the  red  indiarubber  sand  eels,  and  his  fish  varied 
from  2|lb.  to  12Jlb. — William  Hearder. 

Scarboroug’h. — Boat  angler.s  are  having  a splendid 
time  of  it,  to  say  nothing  of  sport  off  the  piers.  The  bay 
abounds  with  silver  whiting,  gurnard,  and  flat  fish,  and 
heavy  takes  are  being  made  from  day  to  day.  A catch 
of  three  or  four  score  by  two  rods  in  the  course  of  a 
couple  of  hours  is  by  no  means  out  of  the  way,  and 
some  fine  mackerel  are  being  caught  within  a sling’s 
throw  of  the  outer  pierhead. — H. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury). — The  trout  fishing  season 
gives  promise  of  ending  satisfactorily.  Coarse  fishers 
have  had  a good  time  of  it  amongst  the  roach,  chub,  and 
dace.  Eel  fishing  by  night  has  been  a favourite  pastime. 
A few  pike  have  been  taken  with  live  bait,  and  those 
who  value  their  trout  fishing  should  rid  the  river  of  as 
many  as  jiossible  of  these  destructive  fish,  especially 
now  that  the  use  of  the  bush  net  is  prohibited  within 
the  limits  of  the  borough  of  Shrewsbury. — Piscator. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Although  all  these  rivers  have  been,  during 
the  past  week,  in  excellent  condition  for  angling,  very 
few  good  catches  are  reported  amongst  the  very 
numerous  body  of  anglers  who  periodically  visit  them. 
For  this  paucity  of  sport  nearly  everyone  has  some 
explanation,  but  the  general  consensus  of  opinion 
points  most  strongly  to  the  well-known  fact  that,  owing 
to  insufficient  protection,  these  rivers  are  at  present 
nearly  denuded  of  fish  by  night  poachers,  and  when  it 
is  borne  in  mind  that  one  water-bailiff  under  the  Severn 
Fishery  Board  has  nearly  thirty  miles  of  river  to  watch 
over,  it  will  at  once  be  seen  what  an  utter  impossibility  it 
is  for  these  officials  to  properly  protect  the  rivers  under 
their  charge  ; and  until  ways  and  means  are  devised  for 
the  more  efficient  protection  of  these  rivers,  so  long  will 
the  present  scarcity  of  fish  continue. — Vtrnwt. 

Stour  (Bux’es). — The  water  is  still  very  bright,  and, 
in  consequence,  fish  are  biting  very  shyly.  A few  good 
rudd  and  roach  have  been  taken,  though  I cannot 


report  any  large  catches.  Bream  have  been  taken  up 
to  41b.  in  weight,  but  a heavy  rain  is  badly  needed  for 
angling,  and  not  much  will  be  done  until  we  get  it. 
Pike  are  feeding  well  ; where  they  can  be  got  at, 
some  of  41b.  to  51b.  have  been  taken,  but  it  will  be 
another  three  months  before  the  river  is  clear  enough 
from  weeds  for  the  jack  season.  Paste  for  roach  and 
brandling  for  bream  are  the  best  lure. — W.  Bain- 
bridge. 

Sussex  Hivers. — A welcome  change  in  the  tempera- 
ture has  made  angling  more  pleasant,  but  takes  during 
the  week  have  scarcely  been  up  to  the  average.  The 
leading  feature  has  been  the  monstro  competition  on  the 
Arun,  which  doubtless  is  fully  recorded  in  the  present 
issue.  I must  congratulate  Johnny  Osborne  on  his 
success  as  the  first  prize  winner.  Heavier  takes  have 
been  made  during  the  week  by  visitors,  fishing  early 
and  late,  and  the  record  basket,  as  far  as  I can  learn, 
has  been  20Jlb.  of  roach  and  bream.  The  Arun, 
familiar  to  me  from  the  days  of  boyhood,  has, 
during  the  past  few  years  jumped  into  notoriety,  and, 
either  among  the  mullet  and  bass  at  Littlehampton  or 
among  the  coarse  fish  in  the  upper  reaches  holds  its  own 
as  the  premier  river  of  Sussex.  Fishermen  on  the  Ouse 
have  made  good  baskets,  and  roach  up  to  IRb.,  a few 
good  perch  and  pike  weighing  SJlb.,  and  some  fine  dace 
have  been  taken.  We  are  near  the  end  of  trouting, 
the  early  morning  and  the  evening  has  been  successful 
in  many  of  our  southern  streams.  A grand  fish  of 
21b.  14oz.  was  recently  taken  near  the  Hampshire  border. 
The  Arun  is  worth  a visit  among  the  dace  and  roach, 
and  from  the  Bother  roach  up  to  lib.  ; perch  weighing 
2Jlb.  and  several  small  pike  are  notified.  Bass  are 
giving  sport  in  the  harbour  and  on  the  coast. — George 
F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).  — The  heavy 
showers  we  have  recently  had  discoloured  the  river  to 
such  an  extent  that  trout  fishing  was  almost  in  abey- 
ance during  the  whole  of  last  week,  but  the  water  is 
now  (Aug.  27)  in  first-rate  order. — H. 

Teme  (Knighton). — In  this  part  fishing  is  quiet, 
the  river  being  too  low  and  clear  for  anglers  to  get 
out.  The  fish  move  a little  in  the  evening.  — K. 
Knighton. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is  low 
and  clear.  The  weather  has  been  cold  at  nights,  and 
grayling  have  been  more  on  the  feed.  Trout  are  very 
shy.  The  best  flies  are  Yellow  Tag,  Green  Insect, 
Whirling  Blue,  Silver  Twisted  Blue,  Sejitember  Dun, 
and  Wickham.  In  the  Ludford  water  some  good 
grayling  were  landed  at  the  end  of  last  week.  In  the 
Castle  Pound,  with  the  wasp  grub  some  good  trout  have 
been  taken.  Down  the  Hacks  Barn  water  fair  sport 
has  been  had  with  the  fly.  A good  few  trout  and 
grayling  are  to  be  seen  lying  dead  on  the  side  of  the 
river,  all  suffering  from  fungus  disease.  Along  the 
Folley  on  Tuesday  several  very  nice  sized  fish  were 
taken  with  the  wasp  grub.  From  Ludford  Bridge  sport 
has  been  good  amongst  the  trout.  The  Ouy,  Corve, 
Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  low  and  clear.  Angling  has 
been  tried  in  the  Corve  bitt  only  a few  small  trout 
landed.  Sport  in  the  Ony  and  Clun  slow. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  water  continues  very  low 
and  bright.  The  fish  are  suffering  from  the  drought, 
and  a number  are  dying  from  fungus  disease.  Grayling 
are  moving  at  the  fly,  hut  sport  very  quiet.  The  Eea, 
Kyre,  and  Ledwyche,  are  still  low  and  clear,  no  fishing 
done  in  them.— Worcester, 

Trent  (Newark). — The  Trent  is  running  lower  than 
ever,  and  barbel  fishing  is  at  a standstill.  Thirty-two 
roach,  weighing  311b.  5oz.,  were  booked  at  the  Pisca- 
torial club-room  during  the  past  week.  Dace  are  taking 
gentles,  and  a few  good  chub  have  been  secured,  best 
31b.  loz.,  from  the  Coi-poration  water,  by  Mr.  E.  Kirton. 
Anglers  are  anxiously  awaiting  a change  of  water,  and 
a flush  would  carry  away  an  immense  accumulation  of 
surface  and  other  rubbish. — Trentsider. 

Usk  (at  Usk)  . — On  account  of  the  excessively  low 
state  of  the  water  salmon  angling  has  practically  been 
abandoned.  The  netting  ceased  this  day  (Thursday), 
and  the  bailiff's  have  succeeded  in  taking  a good  number 
of  salmon  out  of  the  river.  They  have  been  principally 
of  ;a  very  brown  colour,  and  appear  to  have  been  in  the 
water  a considerable  time.  It  is  rumoured  that  the 
Avon  Llwydd,  a tributary  of  the  Usk  flowing  in  at 
Caerleon,  is  doing  great  mischief  by  pollution. — I'. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln). — On  Monday  Boston 
was  so  crowded  with  visitors,  and  the  watersides  so 
taken  up  by  fishing  matches,  that  those  who  wanted 
sport  had  to  go  a long  way  afield.  In  the  matches 
anglers  only  did  poorly  as  a rule.  Independent  fisher- 
men have  found  baskets  up  to  201b.  or  so,  and  some  took 
home  more  than  that  when  they  had  time  to  show  their 
skill.  Eoaoh,  bream,  perch,  and  a few  pike  have  formed 
the  staple.  The  drains  chiefly  patronised  during  the 
week  have  been  the  Bargate  and  Cowbridge  for  matches, 
and  the  Hobhole,  the  South  Fortyfoot,  and  others,  for 
independent  fishing.  The  river,  at  almost  all  stations 
from  Boston  to  Lincoln,  has  been  well  fished;  also  the 
Delph,  the  Fossdyke,  the  Brayford  pool,  &c.  Though 
the  fish  are  not  easily  caught,  scarcely  if  ev'er  have 
more  been  taken  in  the  aggregate. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  rivers  are 
lower  than  ever,  and  sport  amongst  the  trout  and  gray- 
ling during  the  past  week  has  been  of  the  worst  possible 
description.  Barbel  have  been  running  fairly  well  of 
late.  I and  friends  had  some  excellent  sport  on  the 
Darley  Dale  length  of  the  Derwent,  taking  seven  good 
ones,  largest  CJlb.  in  a tew  hours’  fishing.  There  is  now 
a little  rain  falling,  and  if  we  get  a good  downfall,  the 
prospects  for  for  next  week  will  be  much  improved. — 
Dotterel. 


Yare  (Norwich). — Sport  continues  good  through- 
out the  Norfolk  district,  but  on  the  Yare  especially  good 
catches  of  roach  are  reported,  two  members  of  the 
Causeway  Angling  Society,  fishing  at  Buckenham  Ferry, 
caught  over  2st.  of  roach,  some  of  which  weighed  about 
IJlb.  each.  At  Cartley  and  at  Brundall,  I am  credibly 
informed,  sport  has  been  very  good  indeed,  whilst  on 
the  Bure  anglers  have  had  more  than  their  usual  share  of 
of  luck.  Prospects  are  very  good, as  the  weather  is  every- 
thing an  angler  could  wish,  but  early  morning  and  late 
fishing  will  still  tell  a tale. — Egbert  Moll. 

SC3TCH  REPORTS. 

Altuacealgacli  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lair^,  N.B.), 

— During  the  week  t’ne  following  baskets  have  been  made, 
viz.  : On  Monday,  Messrs.  Birch  and  Forbes,  fifty 
trout ; Dr.  and  Mrs.  Rose,  thirty-two  trout ; Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Richmond,  twenty-six  trout.  On  Tuesday,  Mr. 
Birch,  seventy-five  trout  ; Dr.  Rose  and  Dr.  Eiohmond, 
fifty-three  trout;  and  Messrs.  Forbes  and  Birch,  twenty- 
eight  trout.  On  Wedne^ay,  Mr.  Birch,  thirty-seven 
trout ; Drs.  Rose  and  Eiohmond,  eighty-one  trout ; and 
Mr.  and  Miss  Drummond,  twenty-four  trout.  On  Thurs- 
day, Drs.  Rose  and  Richmond,  thirty-eight  trout ; and 
Mr.  Prank  Drummond,  nine  trout.  On  Friday,  Messrs. 
Birch,  fifty-seven  trout;  Mr.  Robertson,  twenty-one 
trout ; Mr.  and  Miss  Drummond,  thirty-one  trout ; and 
Mr.  Forbes,  twenty-seven  trout.  On  S iturday,  Mr.  P.  C. 
Crawford,  thirty-siz  trout;  Mr.  F.  Drummond,  twenty- 
four  trout ; and  Messrs.  Forbes  and  Robertson,  twenty- 
six  trout.  On  Monday  this  week,  Mr.  Birch,  twenty-six 
trout;  Mr.  and  Miss  Drummond,  twenty-four  trout; 
Mr.  Robertson,  fifteen  trout ; and  Messrs.  Forbes  and 
R.  Birch,  twenty-nine  trout. — McB. 

Altnaharra  Hotel  Waters.— Aug.  23,  on  Loch 
Loyal,  Messrs.  Bilbrough,  thirty  trout,  101b.  ; on  Loch 
Naver,  Messrs.  Pickering,  seven  trout,  31b.  25th,  on 
Loch  Naver,  Messrs.  Pickering,  one  sea-trout,  2lb. 
26th,  on  Loch  Loyal,  Messrs.  Bilbrough,  twenty-eight 
trout,  111b.  28th,  on  Loch  Loyal,  Messrs.  Bilbrough, 
thirty-two  trout,  111b. — H.  Muneo. 

Awe  (Taynuilt  Hotel). — On  the  Awe  from  this  hotel 
Mr.  Hyde,  of  London,  landed  a grilse  of  81b.  last  Friday, 
and  on  Monday  Col.  Kurvett,  of  Airds  Bay  Lodge,  killed 
two  grilse  of  51b.  and  71b.  I have  very  good  hopes  of  the 
fishing  now.  The  river  is  a fine  size,  and  fresh-run  fish 
are  in  the  pools.  We  have  fine  cool  weather  now,  and 
it  has  every  appearance  of  continuing  for  some  time 
Sea-trout  are  plentiful,  and  are  giving  good  sport.  I 
have  no  doubt,  but  I will  be  able  to  report  good  sport 
during  the  coming  two  months,  September  and  October. 
— D.  Macdonald. 

Border  Bsk. — Some  capital  baskets  have  been 
recently  secured  in  this  river,  particularly  in  the  lower 
reaches  near  Longtown,  and  in  the  waters  between 
Longtown  and  Canonbie.l  Mr.  Grant,  Globe  Hotel,  Long- 
town,  had  a fine  basket  containing  141b.  of  herling  and 
yellow  trout,  and  Mr.  Story,  Fauld,  had  a similar 
basket  ; Mr.  Harker,  Carlisle,  had  a basket  of  171b.  ; 
Rev.  J.  Phelps  had  also  a good  kill ; and  Mr.  Graham, 
County  Mews,  Carlisle,  had  a full  creel ; he  also  ran  a 
salmon,  but  lost  it ; Mr.  J.  Graham,  Canonbie,  had  a 
splendid  basket  containing  no  fewer  than  ten  sea-trout 
and  thirteen  herling ; Mr.  J.  Jardine,  Bowholm,  landed 
half  a dozen  sea  trout,  a dozen  herling,  and  a number  of 
nice  yellow  trout — a very  fine  kill;  Mr.  King,  London, 
had  a small  salmon,  weighing  91b,  ; and  Mr,  Carruthers, 
Newcastleton,  landed  a nice  salmon,  weighing  171b.,  in 
Liddle  ; Mr.  King’s  salmon  was  got  in  Red  Lynn  Pool,  and 
at  other  fishings  he  had  half  aidozen  sea  trout  and  a number 
of  yellow  trout.  Mr.  R.  Wylie,  Canonbie,  had  three  sea- 
trout,  ten  herling,andanumberof  yellow  trout ; Mr.  Walter 
Irving  secured  four  sea-trout  and  seven  herling  ; Mr.  R. 
Baxter  had  a good  basket  containing  eighteen  herling; 
Messrs.  W.  Dividson,  F.  Little,  and  R.  Doughty  have 
also  been  fairly  successful  with  the  fly  in  Byreburnfoot 
water ; Messrs.  Calvert,  Rowanburn,  has  had  good 
sport  in  Pentou  Linns.  Salmon  are  now  showing  them- 
selves in  large  numbers,  and  anglers  report  being  broken 
with  them  while  fishing  for  herling.  Mr.  A.  Crozier, 
Newcastleton,  had  five  sea-trout  at  aa  evening  fishing  in 
the  Liddle;  and  Messrs.  Elliot,  Giver,  Foster,  and 
others  has  also  had  fair  sport  in  the  Liddle. 

Border  Esk. — This  river  is  again  running  low  and 
clear.  Rain,  however,  is  again  threatening,  and  there  is 
every  prospect  of  floods.  Since  last  report  the  following 
catches  have  been  made  in  the  Canonbie  water  : Mr. 
King,  one  grilse,  41b.  ; one  salmon,  91b.  ; three  sea- 
trout,  and  four  whiting  ; Mr.  S.  N.  May,  two  sea-trout; 
Mr.  D.  Murray,  one  grilse,  51b.,  one  sea-trout,  and  four 
whiting;  Mr.  Jardine,  two  sea-trout  and  seven  herling; 
Mr.  T.  A.  Bauchop,  one  grilse,  61b.,  four  sea-trout,  and 
two  whiting ; Mr.  W.  Riddle,  four  sea-trout ; Mr. 
Stevenson,  one  salmon,  221b.;  all  with  the  fly.  In  the 
lower  reaches  some  fair  baskets  were  obtained  at  the 
end  of  last  week. — Gilnockib. 

Bunrannoch.  Hotel  (Rannocli,  N.B.). — The 
following  sport  was  obtained  by  anglers  staying  at  the 
Bunrannoch  Hotel,  on  Loch  Raunoch  : — Friday,  Aug.  25, 
Hon.  Mr.  Hubbard,  twelve  trout ; General  Murray, 
twenty-one  trout ; Mr.  Phipps  and  Master  W.  Phipps, 
thirteen  trout ; Master  Paul  Phipps,  six  trout.  Satur- 
day, Aug.  26,  General  Murray,  eignteen  trout ; Mr.  and 
Master  Phipps,  twenty  trout.  Monday,  Aug.  28, 
General  Murray,  twenty-four  trout ; Master  Paul  and 
Master  W.  Phipps,  sixteen  trout,  one  weighing  2ilb. ; 
Mr.  Simpson  and  Mr.  Miller  twenty-eight  trout ; 
Tuesday,  Aug.  29,  Master  Blanchford,  four  trout. 

Carron,  Easter  B>oss  (Andgay,  N.B.) — During 
the  past  week  several  fish  were  caught  on  the  upper 
beats  by  Mr.  W.  Allis-Smith,  but  sport  on  the  lower 
reaches  was  nil.  On  Monday,  this  week,  Mr.  W.  Allis- 
Smith  grassed  a nice  salmon. — McB. 


SEri'EMBER  2,  1893] 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


203 


Dee  and  Don  (Aberdeenshire). — Now  that  the 
nets  are  off  the  jirospects  of  an  early  run  of  fish  are 
decidedly  encouraging.  The  grilse  season  is  a very  late 
one.  Salmon  have  been  moving  freely,  and  the  amount 
of  sport  obtained  during  the  week  most  encouraging. 
On  the  Iiivercauld  Upper  Dee  water  Mr.  Mainwaring 
landed  three  fish  on  Wednesday,  scaling  01b.,  71b.,  and 
81b.  ; and  on  Friday,  six,  from  OJlb.  to  81b.  On  the 
Balmoral  and  Birkhall  waters  several  red  fish,  scaling 
from  81b.  to  101b.,  have  been  got  by  Her  Majosty’s 
guests  and  others.  On  the  Cambus  O’May  and  Glen 
Tana  reaches,  anglers  have  been  fairly  successful.  On 
the  Aboyne  waters  angling  has  meantime  been  sus- 
pended. On  the  Borrowstone  section,  Mr.  P.  M.  Birch 
landed  a grilse  of  41b.  on  Friday  and  a salmon  of  201b. 
on  Saturday  with  the  fly.  On  the  Kincardine  O’Neil 
water.  Mr.  Ilrebner  had  some  nice  sea-trout.  Scarcely  a 
finnock  is  to  be  seen  in  either  the  Dee  or  Don  tidals. — 
Deesideb. 

Deveron  (Banflfahire). — The  salmon  net  fishings  on 
the  river  Deveron  and  along  the  coast  closed  for  the 
season  on  Saturday  last.  Since  that  time,  when  the 
river  became  more  favourable  and  frequent  spates  took 
place,  the  fishing  has  been  fairly  productive.  On  the 
coast  the  fishing  has  proved  very  remunerative.  With 
few  exceptions,  all  the  stations  have  done  well.  It  is 
computed  that  the  average  for  the  season  would  be  201b. 
at  least.  The  heaviest  salmon  killed  on  the  river  was 
501b.,  and  the  heaviest  on  the  coast  451b.  The  weekly 
consignments  to  the  markets  from  the  Deveron  and 
district  fishings  were  from  four  to  100  boxes  weekly. 
Anglers  on  the  Deveron  will  have  a better  chance  of 
success  now  the  nets  are  withdrawn  and  the  cruives 
open.  The  rains  of  the  previous  week  have  somewhat 
raised  the  river.  On  the  Corniehaugh  section.  Sir 
Arthur  Hay,  Bart.,  has  had  several  grilse  of  late  ; Mr. 
Felix  Clay  had  a fine  fish,  as  also  had  Mr.  Porter  on  the 
Marnoch  water. — H.  W. 

Fleet  (Sutherland.  N.B.). — On  Monday  this  week 
Mrs.  Thring,  Tressady  Lodge,  Eogart,  landed  six  beau- 
tiful sea-ti-out,  which  aggregated  161b. — McB. 

Inverness-shire  'Waters,  N.B. — Angling  in  Inver- 
ness-shire has  greatly  improved  last  week.  On  the  Ness 
sport  has  looked  up  admirably  lately.  On  the  Holm 
water  had  good  sport.  Lord  Mountstephen,  staying  at 
Ness  Castle,  was  very  fortunate,  landing  quite  a number 
of  trout,  and  on  Monday  he  landed  a salmon  of  18|lb. 
Gen0"al  Godman  had  nice  sport  on  the  Dochfour  water. 
Mr.  Honeyman,  netting  on  the  Ness  on  Monday  of  last 
week,  landed  125  salmon  before  breakfast  time.  He  had 
a poor  season  up  till  then.  Trout  angling  on  Loch  Ness 
is  excellent  just  now,  Mr.  Mellor,  Post  Office  Buildings, 
landing  a dozen  sea-trout  on  several  days,  averaging 
fib.  Mr.  M'Callie  landed  two  trout  and  one  nice  pike 
on  Saturday,  which  turned  the  scale  at  51b.,  and  on 
Monday  he  had  one  sea- trout,  2ilb.,  and  a yellow  trout, 
IJlb.— fliSON. 

Isla. — Sport,  which  had  fallen  off  greatly  in  July, 
and  was  almost  at  a standstill  in  the  beginning  of 
August,  has  again  improved,  and,  the  weather  being 
fine,  many  have  been  out,  and  have  been  rewarded  with 
fair  success.  On  Brewlands  loch,  Messrs.  George 
Gordon  Macrae,  Congleton,  Cheshire,  and  Colonels 
Cross  and  Marshall,  have  been  getting  a few  good  fish 
now  and  again  ; and  on  Auchintaplo,  pounders,  and  up 
to  three  pounders,  have  been  got  by  Messrs.  C.  E. 
Lambert,  H.  L.  Hansard,  J.  Stewart  Oxley,  and  Colonel 
Eamspy.  all  of  London. — Iasgaib. 

Lairg  Hotel  Waters  (Lairgf,  N.B.). — Weather  of 
the  past  week  was  most  unfavourable  for  angling.  On 
Monday  and  Tuesday  fair  baskets  were  made.  On 
Wednesday,  Mr.  Hodgson  killed  five  trout  weighing 
31b.  On  Thursday,  Mr.  Fleming  caught  nine  trout,  41b. 
On  Friday,  Col.  Butler  caught  nine  trout.  On  Loch 
Beannooh,  Mr.  De  L.  Chomel  got  five  trout  weighing 
2Jlb.  The  best  basket  was  made  by  Mr.  Hodgson, 
fourteen  trout  weighing  71b.  The  weather  has  again 
cleared  up.  Prospects  of  sport  much  better. — J.  Y. 

Liddle. — Good  sport  is  now  being  had  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Liddle,  in  the  vicinity  of  Nowcastleton, 
since  the  floods  of  last  week.  BIr.  Carruthers  landed  a 
salmon  of  171b.  after  a good  run,  and  also  creeled  a 
number  of  sea-trout  and  whiting  ; Mr.  A.  Crozier, 
Newcastleton,  took  five  sea-trout  from  the  Caul  pool ; 
Mr.  A.  Foster,  of  Stonegarthside,  Nichol  Forest,  had  a 
good  basket  of  sea-trout  and  whiting  in  the  mid 
reaches  ; Mr.  J.  Elliot  had  a sea-trout  and  a good  basket 
of  yellow  trout ; and  Mr.  Oliver,  Newcastleton,  made  a 
big  haul  of  yellow  trout.  Messrs.  W.  Murray,  and  W. 
Little  have  also  done  well,  and  Mr.  Graham,  of  Crook- 
holm,  in  the  lower  reaches,  has  had  a good  season, 
especially  in  sea-trout  and  whiting. — Gilnockie. 

nXelvich  Hotel  (Sutlierlandsliire).— The  follow- 
ing is  the  angling  report  for  last  week  : On  Tuesday, 
Mr.  Edgar  Watkin,  on  Loch  Baligil,  had  seventeen 
trout,  91b.  On  Thursday.  Blr.  Lindsay,  fourteen  trout, 
81b.,  on  Loch  Caorach  ; Mr.  Watkin,  on  Loch  Acran, 
sixteen  trout,  71b.  On  Friday,  Mr.  Lindsay  had  twenty- 
nine  trout  and  a grilse  on  the  Halladale.  On  Saturday, 
Mr.  Lindsay  had  sixteen  trout  on  the  river. — A.  M. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  Thurso,  N.B.). — Eiver  in  bad 
order  and  sport  poor.  On  Wednesday,  Mrs.  Stibbard, 
Syre  Lodge,  was  out  and  got  a 51b.  grilse  on  Beat  No.  3, 
and  on  Thursday  two  tine  sea-trout  on  No.  6.  During 
the  previous  two  weeks  the  river  was  blank. — McB. 

Ness  (Inverness).  This  water  continues  in  capital 
angling  order,  but  sport  during  the  past  week  has  been 
very  disappointing.  Seventeen  fish  is  all  that  has  been 
killed  during  the  week.  The  net  fishing  closed  on 
Saturday,  the  2Gth,  and  all  over  the  water  it  has  been 
the  worst  season  for  many  years. — Watson. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 

The  state  of  weather  and  water  has  been  most  un- 


favourable ; nevertheless,  some  nice  baskets  have  been 
made  by  several  anglers,  including  Mr.  Gould,  Mr.  Eley, 
Col.  Butler,  and  others.  On  Monday,  Messrs.  Erskine 
and  Macfie  had  eight  sea-trout,  121b.  ; Col.  Butler,  one 
ferox,  of  5Jlb.  ; and  Messrs.  Gould  and  Eley,  sixteen 
trout,  81b.  On  Thursday,  Messrs.  Erskine  and  Macfie 
fished  Loch  More  and  got  eight  sea-trout,  averaging 
close  on  21b.  each. — McB. 

Biangag  (Latheron  Hotel). — On  this  loch  Mr.  W. 
Hughes  had  ten  brown  trout,  weight  91b.  Mr.  William- 
son had  six  brown  trout  weighing  61b.  Loch  Euard,  in 
the  same  district,  has  also  been  yielding  good  sport. — 

A.  P. 

Bihiconicli  Hotel. — Aug.  22,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eaikes, 
fourteen  trout,  71b. ; Messrs.  Barkley  and  Smith,  seven 
sea-trout,  5, )lb. ; Messrs.  Barkley,  three  trout,  2 jlb.,  two 
sea-trout,  2Jlb.  Aug.  23,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young,  seven  sea- 
trout,  61b.;  Mr.  Griller,  five  trout ; Messrs.  Barkley,  three 
sea-trout ; Mr.  Milles,  four  sea-trout,  IGJlb.  Aug.  24, 
Mr.  Milles,  two  sea-trout,  l.Ub. ; one  salmon,  6|lb. ; 
Messrs.  Smith  and  Barkley,  five  lythe  ; Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Young,  seven  sea-trout,  101b.  ; Messrs.  Barkley,  six 
trout,  41b.  Aug.  25,  Mr.  Milles,  four  sea-trout ; Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Eaikes,  one  trout,  fib.,  five  sea-trout,  4|lb. 
Aug.  26,  Mr.  Milles,  one  grilse,  4Jlb.,  three  salmon,  91b., 
Cl^lb  , 61b.  ; Messrs.  Smith  and  Barkley,  cod,  lythe. 
14|lb.  ; Messrs.  Barkleys,  three  trout,  2Jlb.  ; Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Young,  seven  sea-trout,  G.ilb.  Aug.  28,  Messrs. 
Smith  and  Barkley,  twenty-two  trout  ; Messrs.  Weston, 
one  sea-trout;  Mr.  and  BIrs.  Eaikes,  eleven  trout,  61b., 
one  ferox,  6ilb.  ; Col.  and  Mrs.  Grant,  five  sea-trout, 
7flb.— J.  S. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (Scourie-by-Lairg, 

N.B.). — Very  good  sport  was  obtained  at  this  centre 
last  week,  and  the  prospects  are  very  bright.  On 
Tuesday  Captain  and  Mr.  Brooksbank  killed  sixty 
brown  trout,  weighing  141b.  On  Duart  Blore  Messrs. 
Jevons  got  one  brown  trout  of  3Jlb..  twelve,  41b.,  and 
eighteen  sea-trout,  weighing  20ib.  Mr.  Weston,  jun., 
killed  seventeen  brown  trout,  41b.  ; Mr.  and  Miss 
Morgan,  twenty-one  brown  trout,  5jlb.  On  Wed- 
nesday Captain  and  Mr.  Brooksbank,  four  sea- 
trout,  weighing  7ilb.  ; and,  on  Thursday,  on  Gorm 
Loch,  sixty-eight  trout,  weighing  171b.  ; Messrs. 
Jevons  killed  one  brown  trout,  2ilb.,  and  three,  4.)-lb.  ; 
Mr.  Jevons  and  Messr.s.  Parker  had  a dozen  brown  trout, 
51b.  on  Loch  Na  Clashfern.  On  Friday,  Messrs.  Brooks- 
bank, Gaddum,  Eobertson,  and  Kirkwood  made  a joint 
basket  of  twenty  sea  trout,  aggregating  26|lb.  On 
Saturday,  Blessrs.  Jevons  and  Parker  killed  five  brown 
trout,  lib,,  and  eleven  sea  trout,  weighing  91b.  ; Mr. 
Brooksbank  also  killed  three  sea  trout,  2|lb.  Fair 
baskets  were  made  by  Messrs.  Weston,  sen.  and  jun., 
Wacher,  and  other.s. — ,1.  Y. 

Shira  and  Dhnloch.— From  Aug.  18  to  Aug.  24, 
Major  Clough  Taylor  had  eight  sea  and  brown  trout ; 
Mr.  J.  F.  Thomson,  six;  Mr.  E.  E.  Whitwell,  one  ; Mr. 
J.  F.  Leatham,  six  ; Messrs.  Whitwell  and  Leatham, 
81b.  and  101b. , Mr.  Percy  Crossman.  Glenfallooh, 
four;  Mr.  Percy  Crossman,  a grilse  of  41b., 
and  some  small  trout  ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  H.  Eobertson, 
one  t out  Sjlb.,  six  trout  31b.  The  Dhuloch  is  teeming 
with  sea-trout  and  salmon,  and  the  best  of  the  sea-troirt 
fishing  just  coming  on. 

South,  of  Scotland. — The  district  rivers  have  been 
in  good  order  for  fly-fishing.  The  back-end  salmon 
fishing  on  the  Border  rivers  is  of  little  account  until  the 
nets  of  the  Solway  are  off. — The  Annan. — A number  of 
salmon  have  fallen  to  the  rods  on  this  river  during  the 
past  week.  Following  the  recent  floods,  the  river 
came  into  nice  ply  for  salmon  fishing  last  week- 
end. Amongst  the  most  successful  anglers  may  be 
mentioned — Blr.  McGiverin,  Dr.  Sommerville.  Mr.  J. 
Dixon,  Mr.  Wright,  Blr.  Andrew  Bell,  Blr.  W.  Kerr, 
Mr.  John  Holliday.  Blr.  A.  Macdonald,  Captain  Hem- 
mingway,  Eev.  J.  Hicks,  Blr.  G.  Wardrope,  Mr.  John 
Eae,  Blr.  D.  Tweedie,  Eev.  J.  C.  Thompson,  Mr.  Munro. — 
The  Esk. — Some  middling  sport  has  been  had  on  this 
river  by  Blessrs.  Harker,  Graham,  Grant,  &c. — The 
Liddle. — In  this  river  fair  angling  has  been  had. 
Among  the  more  successful  last  week  were  Mr.  Car- 
ruthers, Newcastleton,  and  Blr.  Andrew  Crozier. — The 
Nith. — Very  poor  sport  has  been  had  on  this  river,  and 
the  herling  fishing  is  a dead  failure.  A few  odd  sea- 
trout  are  being  caught  in  the  best  stretches  of  the 
Duke’s  water,  at  Thornhill. — The  Galloway  Eivee.s. 
— Beyond  the  taking  of  an  odd  sea-trout  or  two  and  a 
few  herling  little  or  nothing  has  been  done. — The 
Kiekcudbrightshife  Dee  has  been  a failure  for  her- 
ling, and  similar  reports  come  from  the  Fleet  and  the 
neighbouring  river,  the  Urr.  As  a rule  anglers  in 
Galloway  have  abandoned  trout  fishing,  and  are  now 
looking  out  their  salmon  flies. — Ayrshire  Lochs  and 
Streams. — Trout  fishing  on  the  district  lochs  is  now 
approaching  an  end  for  this  season.  On  Loch  Doon  fair 
trout  are  being  caught,  and  the  same  remark  applies  to 
Loch  Finlas.  Sport  has  improved  on  the  rivers,  and  a 
good  number  of  trout  were  killed  while  the  rivers  were  in 
flood  last  week. — Heatherbell. 

Spey. — Last  week,  owing  to  the  nets  not  having  then 
been  removed,  there  was  not  sufficient  inducement  to 
draw  anglers  from  the  moors,  so  that  comparatively  few 
fish  were  taken  from  the  river.  When  the  nets  were 
removed  this  day  week  there  was  a capital  water 
running,  so  that  if  a head  of  fish  has  pushed  up  since 
then,  something  approaching  sport  (for  it  has  yet  to  be 
approached  thi.s  season)  ought  to  be  now  enjoyed.  On 
the  lower  section  of  the  Easter  Elchies  water,  leased 
by  Blr.  Duff',  of  Drummuir,  his  fisherman,  Blr.  John 
Dallas,  killed,  on  Monday  night,  a salmon  of 
151b.,  and  on  Tuesday  a grilse  of  31b.  ; and  on  the 
Aikenway  water,  on  Thursday,  Mr.  Stewart-Menzies,  of 
Culdares,  landed  a salmon  of  171b.  ; on  Friday,  Mr. 


McKenzie,  one  of  1.51b. ; and  on  Monday  Mrs.  Stewart- 
Menzies,  a grilse  of  41b.  With  a rise  of  the  water  last 
week  some  capital  baskets  of  finnock,  with  a few  sea- 
trout  were  got ; one  basket,  which  was  taken  from  the 
Aikenway  water,  weighing  about  201b.,  the  fruit  of  an 
afternoon’s  work.  Like  sea-trout,  finnock  rise  readily 
just  now  to  the  Hare’s  Lug  and  Burn  Bee  flies,  but  of 
course  of  a smaller  size.  As  a rule  finnock  do  not  take 
to  such  tributaries  as  the  Fiddich,  but  with  the  present 
state  of  the  water  sea-trout  ought  to  be  making  their 
way  up  these  streams.  At  time  of  writing  prospects 
were  brighter  looking  than  for  a long  time  past. — J.  M. 

Stromness  (Masons’  Arms  Hotel). — Loch  of 
Stenness,  Orkney.  The  following  gentlemen  from  the 
Masons’  Arms  Hotel,  Stromne.ss,  fished  the  Loch  of  Sten- 
ness during  the  week  ; Tuesday,  Aug.  22,  Mr.  Eandell, 
six  trout,  6^1b.  Wednesday,  Mr.  W.  Eaniell,  seven  trout, 
151b.,  one  4ib.  ; Mr.  Tahourdin,  three  trout,  51b.  Thurs- 
day, Mr.  W.  Eandell,  six  trout,  91b. ; Mr.  Tahourdin,  one 
trout,  31b.  Friday,  Mr.  Higgens,  one  trout,  31b.  ; Col. 
White,  two  trout,  4ilb.  Saturday,  Mr.  Higgens,  eleven 
trout,  ISJlb.— John  Mackay. 

Tongfue  (Sutherland). — Fishing  continues  fairly 
good  here  yet  on  lochs  and  Kyle.  On  Loch  Hope,  in 
this  neighbourhood,  on  Thursday  last.  Lord  Eutherford 
Clarke,  the  shooting  tenant,  took  off  it  481b.  sea-trout 
to  his  own  rod.  Following  are  takes  here  for  last  week  -. 
Aug.  21.  Blr.  Eawlinson,  London,  on  Loch  Craggie, 
one  Salmo  ferox  weighing  81b.  and  nine  brown  trout, 
41b.  ; Blr.  Chetwode,  Market  Drayton,  on  Loch  Craggie, 
eight  trout  weighing  31b.  ; Mr.  Eigden,  Faversham,  on 
Loch  Hacon,  41b.  brown  trout ; Mr.  Woods,  London, 
on  Kyle,  four  sea-trout  weighing  5jlb. ; D.  Phillipps, 
Faversham,  on  Looh  Craggie,  five  trout  weighing 
31b.  22nd.  Blr.  King,  London,  on  Loch  Loyal, 

one  Salmo  ferox  weighing  61b.  ; Mr.  Eigden,  on 
Loch  Loyal,  seven  brown  trout  weighing  31b. ; 
Mr.  Eawlinson,  on  Looh  Loyal,  eighteen  brown 
trout  weighing  91b. ; Mr.  Chetwode,  on  Looh  Craggie, 
one  Salmo  ferox,  3^1b.,  and  nine  trout  weighing  6|lb. 
23rd.  Dr.  Phillipps,  on  Loch  Loyal,  ten  trout,  weighing 
51b.  (heaviest  21b.)  ; Mr.  Eigden,  on  Kyle,  five  sea- 
trout,  weighing  111b.  ; Mr.  Chetwode,  Loch  Loyal, 
21b.  brown  trout.  24th.  Mr.  Eigden,  on  Loch  Loyal, 
one  Salmo  ferox,  71b.,  and  nineteen  trout,  weighing  81b. ; 
Blr.  Chetwode,  on  Kyle,  three  sea-trout,  weighing  7Jlb. ; 
Dr.  Phillipps,  on  Kyle,  three  sea-trout,  4|lb.,  and  one 
grilse,  weighing  61b.  25th.  Blr.  Eigden,  on  Kyle,  three 

sea-trout,  weighing  81b. ; Colonel  Clifden,  London,  on 
Kyle,  two  sea-trout,  weighing  41b. ; Dr.  Phillipps,  on 
Kyle,  one  salmon,  weighing  8lb.,  and  one  grilse,  3Jlb. ; 
Mr.  and  Miss  Chetwode,  on  Loch  Loyal,  one  Salmo 
ferox,  51b.,  and  ten  trout,  51b.  23th.  Messrs.  Watts  and 

Hawker,  Plymouth,  on  Kyle,  four  sea-trout,  weighing 
6.ilb.  (heaviest  fish  3Jlb.) ; Blr.  King,  on  Looh  Loyal, 
eighteen  brown  trout,  weighing  81b.;  Mr.  and  Miss 
Chetwode,  on  Loch  Loyal,  51b.  trout. — A.  Hemgs. 

Tweed,  &c. — The  conditions  of  the  border  rivers 
during  the  past  week  have  been  very  favourable  to  the 
trout  angler.  On  the  Tweed  the  weights  of  the  baskets 
killed  have  run  from  31b.  up  to  81b.  From  the  Gala- 
shiels district  large  hauls  of  trout  have  been  made  dur- 
ing the  week.  In  the  Melrose  district  two  anglers  are 
reported  to  have  killed  401b.  A sea-trout  of  41b.  was 
got  by  one  fisher  between  Darnick  and  Blelrose,  and 
another  had  one  of  71b.  on  the  Thornille  water.  On  the 
Teviot,  takes  of  trout  up  to  51b.  have  been  got,  but  the 
general  run  of  the  baskets  were  from  21b.  to  31b.  and  3|lb. 
There  is  still  little  or  nothing  doing  in  the  way  of  salmon 
angling,  and  no  captures  are  yet  reported  from  the  lower 
or  middle  water,  although  a few  have  been  seen  disport- 
ing themselves  in  several  of  the  pools.  Another  flood, 
however  would  do  much  good  inputting  this  department 
of  sport  to  rights,  but  at  present  appearances  are 
against  such  an  occurrence. — BIaxwheel. 

Ythan. — Sport  is  improving.  Anglers  are  crowding 
to  the  tidal  reaches,  and  intending  visitors,  to  save  dis- 
appointment, are  advised  to  wire  the  proprietor  of  the 
Udny  Arms,  Newburgh,  Aberdeen,  who  will  afford 
every  information  as  to  accommodation  and  prospects. 
Among  others  angling  from  the  Udny  Arms  during  the 
past  week  may  toe  mentioned  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Geo. 
Davidson  Wellwood,  Blr.  J.  Pirie,  J.  C.  Pranks,  Col. 
Brown,  Blr.  A.  Smith,  Blr.  Blurray,  Blr.  Butler,  Captain 
Low,  and  Ble.-srs.  Crisp,  Bliidleton,  Barrett,  and 
Holmes. — G.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh.) — The  water  is  yet  dark  with 
the  presence  of  flax  water,  and  trout  and  salmon  are 
sulking.  Some  trout  were  killed  on  the  Ardered  fords 
in  the  early  part  of  this  week.  On  Tuesday  your  cor- 
respondent; killed  one,  lib.  14oz.,  on  a Devon  bait,  while 
spinning  for  pike,  and  another  of  lib.  Joz.  the  previous 
Saturday. 

Clady  is  now  in  good  form,  and  several  anglers  have 
had  fair  sport  amongst  salmon  and  white  trout. 

Dungloe  Dakes  are  in  fairly  good  form,  and  well- 
stocked  with  sea-trout.  On  Dungloe,  the  22nd  inst.. 
Colonel  Forster  had  a good  bag,  heaviest  sea-trout, 
51b.  2oz.  Blr.  Stewart  had  fair  sport,  heaviest  fish, 
51b.  14oz. ; whileamongst  Mr.  Evans’  bag  was  a 4lb.  lOoz. 
sea-trout. 

Foxford  Lakes  (co.  Mayo).— Water  is  in  fineform. 
Blr.  A.  W.  Willis  and  brothers,  stopping  in  Coghlans 
Hotel,  killed  over  seventy  trout,  some  up  to  41b,,  this 
week,  and  a large  number  of  jack,  including  a twenty- 
four-pounder,  which  had  a 61b.  trout  in  his  maw. 
Angling  prospects  are  prime  at  present. — Stewarts- 
TOWN. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  Co.  Kerry).— 

Sport  continues  unsatisfactory.  Salmon  and  sea-trout 
are  numerous,  but  the  weather  has  been  unfavourable 
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for  angling'.  Trolling  has  been  more  suc?essfnl  during 
the  week  than  flj -fishing.  Weather  sultry,  and  waters 
dead  calm,  prospects  for  next  few  days  uncertain. — T.  J. 
Dennehy. 

IiOUgh.  Neagli. — The  laollen  fisheries  have  greatly 
improved  on  the  Tyrone  shores.  Great  numbers  of  pike, 
perch,  and  eels  are  nightly  taken. 

Mourue  and  Strule  (Newtonstewart,  Tyrone). — 
The  streams  are  in  fair  order.  The  22nd  ult.,  John  Sweeny 
had  one  salmon,  71b.  ; Tom  Fullerton,  two,  81b.  and  71b. 
24th,  J.  Kirk,  one,  61b.  25th,  Mr.  Kyle,  one,  61b.  ; 

Major  Miller,  one,  81b. ; J.  Kirk,  one,  71b.  26tb,  Mr. 
Moore  one,  Gib. ; Joe  Campbell,  one,  81b.  27th,  Joe 

Campbell,  three,  141b.,  81b.,  and  71b.  respectively.  A 
large  party  of  anglers  is  stopping  in  the  very  comfortable 
Abercorn  Arms 

Moy  and  Iiakes  (Ballina). — Sport  on  river  and 
lakes  has  somewhat  improved  during  last  week.  Capt. 
Hillas,  3rd  Dragoon  Guards,  bad  three  fish  in  two  days, 
and  lost  two  more.  One  of  the  fish  he  killed  gave  him 
a very  exciting  run.  Hooked  under  the  salmon  weirs, 
the  fish  went  through  the  first  bridge,  and  was  killed 
close  by  the  second  bridge — a distance  of  nearly  1000 
yards.  Of  course  the  fish  was  followed  by  the  boatman 
as  quickly  as  he  could  punt.  Mr.  Hopgood  had  four  nice 
fresh-run  fish  during  the  week,  and  lost  a few  more,  and 
Mr.  Breen  bad  three,  one  15-pounder.  Mr.  Godwin 
and  Mr.  Harvey  had  some  fairly  good  sport  on  the 
Lough,  their  largest  trout  going  OJlb.  The  first  fort- 
night in  September  will  be  the  best  of  the  season. — 
Frank  Hearns. 

Moyola  (South.  Derry). — The  stream  is  getting  rid 
of  the  foul  fiax-water.  On  Monday  an  angler  had  five 
trout  on  the  Castledawson  reaches,  just  after  sunrise. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a list  of  piscatorial  patents,  which  is 
supplied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
Registered  Patent  Agents,  and  Attorneys  for  British, 
Colonial,  and  Foreign  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade 
Marks,  76,  Chancery-lane,  Holborn,  W.C.  All  inquiries 
answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers  : 
Applications  fob  Patents. 

14,275.  Johan  Victor  Husberg,  of  London,  forimprove- 
ments  in  fish-bait  and  hooks. 

15,11)0.  Charles  Henry  Cook,  of  Elmlea,  South  Stoke, 
Reading,  for  an  improvement  in  tackle  for 
dry-fly  fishing. 


The  First.” — The  second  great  event  of  the  season 
opened  yesterday  (Friday),  when  partridge  shooting 
occupied  the  attention  ot  sportsmen  for  the  nonce. 
Partridge  shooting  is  rarely  general  in  the  north  till  the 
advent  of  October  on  account  of  the  lateness  of  the 
birds  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  at  them  properly  till 
the  fields  are  cleared.  This  season  is  a grand  exception, 
the  like  of  which  has  not  been  seen  for  the  past  two 
decades.  The  fields,  if  not  clear,  are  mostly  in  stook, 
and  birds  are  plentiful,  matured,  healthy,  and  strong. 
The  excessive  rains  of  early  June  did  for  a good  few 
coveys,  but  for  all  that  there  was  a plentiful  stock, 
and  abundance  of  shooting  will  now  be  had  for  the  next 
month.  The  odds  are  that  the  bags  will  be  the  heaviest 
and  best  for  many  years  past. 

Clo.se  of  the  Salmon  Fishing  Sea.son. — The 
chief  salmon  fisheries  on  the  east  coast  of  Scotland  and 
elsewhere  closed  on  Saturday.  With  regard  to  the  Dee 
and  Don,  the  season  has  been  a poor  one,  and  much 
below  the  average.  The  Dee  fishings  pulled  well  to  the 
front,  however,  during  the  past  six  weeks,  and  in  a 
measure  saved  the  season  from  being  the  biggest  failure 
during  the  past  score  of  years.  The  Aberdeen  Harbour 
Commissioners  have  dropped  between  A!2000  and  <£3000 
on  the  season’s  overturn,  which  is  equal  to  25  per  cent, 
on  last  year’s  receipts.  Last  year,  however,  was  an  ex- 
ceptionally good  year.  The  catch  of  grilse,  which  is  the 
staple  of  the  summer  fishing,  has  been  the  smallest  for 
many  years.  On  some  of  the  stations  it  has  been  a total 
failure,  and  in  no  case  has  there  been  anything  like  an 
average  yield,  while  the  quality  has  been  poor  and  the 
average  weights  much  below  the  normal  figure.  The 
trout  (sea-trout)  fishing,  on  the  other  hand,  has 
been  a fairly  good  one  and  some  heavy  weights, 
as  high  as  81b.  and  101b.,  have  been  got  on  the  coast  nets.’ 
On  the  Don  the  returns  have  been  exceptionally  poor. 
The  long  spell  of  drought,  coupled  with  the  deleterious 
matters  from  the  mills  in  such  a reduced  state  of  the 
river,  made  matters  all  the  worse.  On  the  coast,  salmon 
have  kept  well  up  during  the  season,  but  the  greatest 
loss  has  been  experienced  in  the  total  failure  of  the 
grilse.  The  last  few  weeks  of  the  season  were  prolific 
of  salmon,  and  of  weights  scaling  up  to  401b.  The 
Ythan  does  not  close  till  the  15th  inst.  On  the  Deveron 
the  fishing  has  recently  been  fairly  successful.  Over 
300  fish  have  been  killed  on  the  river,  and  as  many 
diseased  fish  removed  and  buried.  In  the  months  of 
July  and  August  the  coast  fishings  were  carried  on  with 
success.  Grilse  have  been  scarce,  and  all  over  of  small 
size  and  inferior  quality.  Some  fine  salmon  were  got 
latterly  on  the  coast,  the  heaviest  scaling  501b.  The 
Spey  fishings  have  been  fairly  good,  and  not  much  below 
the  annual  average.  The  Tay  fishings  have  been  the 
most  disappointing  of  recent  years.  Several  of  the 
tacksmen  will  lose  the  whole  of  their  rents,  the  returns 
barely  paying  working  expenses.  The  holders  of  fishings 
above  Perth  Bridge  and  on  the  lower  waters  below  New- 
burgh will  just  hold  their  own. 


Insect  Kites  Preve.nteii  " Ly  use  of  Calvert's  Indian  Bath 
bOAP.  Sold  in  .(id.  squares  at  chemists  and  stores.  Is.  worth 
sent  post  free  for  value  m stamps  by  F.  C.  Calvert  and  Co., 
Manchester.  Awarded  (10  gold  and  silver  medals  and  diplomas. 


A LITERARY  DETECTIVE. 

Thebe  is  a man  in  New  York  who  has  literary 
tendencies  of  the  most  peculiar  kind,  says  Mr.  E.  Bok, 
in  the  Boston  Journal,  His  particular  fancy  is  to 
go  through  each  book  and  magazine  and  see  how  many 
mistakes  he  can  find.  His  knowledge  of  the  printer’s 
art  is  absolute,  and  he  is  perhaps  as  dangerous  a man  to 
look  over  a printed  book  as  there  is  in  America.  His 
library  is  certainly  unique,  and  some  of  his  books  would 
be  worth  a fortune  to  their  authors  and  publishers  to 
obtain  them  and  make  the  coirections  of  glaring  errors 
which  this  man  of  singular  genius  has  detected.  I was 
shown  there  some  of  the  most  popular  and  famous  books 
of  the  day,  with  from  50  to  500  errors  marked  in  every 
one  of  them.  One  novel,  of  national  fame,  had  scarcely 
an  unmarked  page  in  it.  Errors  seem  to  run  riot, 
errors,  too,  of  the  most  glaring  kind,  and  yet  I question 
whether  ten  people  out  of  the  tens  of  thousands  who 
have  read  this  book  ever  noticed  a hundredth  part  of 
them.  The  pages  of  the  “ Encyclopmdia  Britannica” 
were  marked  by  hundreds  upon  hundreds  of  errors.  Mr. 
Blaine’s  “Twenty  Years  of  Congress,”  Gen.  Grant’s 
famous  work,  Gen.  Sherman’s  volumes,  Joseph  Jeffer- 
son “ Reminiscences,”  all  literally  black  with  pencilled 
corrections  of  errors  which  would  surprise  their  authors 
if  they  could  see  them.  Misspelled  names  by  the 
hundred  ; the  wrong  dates  could  hardly  be  counted  ; 
one  statement  deliberately  contradicted  another  state- 
ment only  a few  pages  before,  and  so  it  went  on  all 
through  scores  of  volumes  of  the  most  important  of 
American  reference  works. 

In  looking  over  a file  of  current  magazines  I was  given 
a verification  of  a statement  often  made  and  frequently 
proved.  This  is  that  not  once  in  a thousand  times  is 
the  table  of  contents  of  a magazine  correctly  made. 
There  was  not  a magazine  in  his  cases  which  was  not 
almost  dotted  with  mistakes  of  every  kind.  The 
humorous  side  of  this  literature  was  well  shown  in  this 
collection.  In  one  novel  by  one  of  the  best-known 
writers  the  heroine  started  with  light  blue  eyes,  and 
before  the  story  was  half  through  she  had  been  given 
eyes  of  the  darkest  brown.  In  an  English  story,  written 
by  an  author  of  repute,  and  accepted  only  recently  as 
one  of  the  greatest  novels  of  the  century,  the  heroine  in 
one  scene  was  made  on  one  page  to  stoop  down  and  tie  her 
shoestring,  while  on  three  pages  further  along,  directly 
following,  it  was  said  of  the  same  girl  that  she  had 
remained  barefooted  the  entire  day.  Cousins  suddenly 
transformed  into  brothers  are  numerous.  And  thus  one 
is  amused  to  find  the  most  marvellous  mistakes  in  books 
we  think  we  have  carefully  read.  Either  we  read  too 
much  to  read  carefully  or  we  read  too  fast,  but  it  has 
remained  for  one  man  to  point  out  mistakes  in  our  own 
reading,  which,  once  pointed  out,  are  obvious  enough. 


Lord  Burton,  Glenquoich  Forest,  shot  a stag  last 
week  which  carried  twenty  well-developed  tines,  and  is 
supposed  to  he  the  finest  stag  shot  in  Scotland  during 
the  present  century. 

Friends  of  Mr.  G.  Hoyle,  president  of  the  North 
London  Angling  Society,  will  hear  with  regret  that  his 
autumn  holiday  has  been  tinged  with  sorrow  at  the 
sudden  death  of  his  father,  at  Dulverton,  Somerset. 

Fishing  prom  Deal  Pier.  — The  wave  of  heat 
having  passed  avray,  and  a north-west  wind  set  in,  yet 
sunshiny,  the  fish  have  come  nearer  shore.  Several 
good  pollack  have  been  taken,  largest  3jlb.,  by  Mr. 
Harding.  This  gentleman  gets  on  the  pier  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  has  all  the  fishing  to  him- 
self ; his  lure  is  a piece  of  parchment  shaped  as  a fish. 
The  rains  having  coloured  the  water,  has  induced  the 
codlings  to  come  nearer  the  shore.  The  largest  up  to 
date  was  caught  on  Monday,  the  28th  ult.,  by  the 
veteran,  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs;  it  weighed  61b.  The  gallery 
was  full  of  visitors,  who  witnessed  his  skill  in  playing 
and  landing  the  fish  on  to  the  steps,  notwithstanding 
the  codfish’s  attempts  to  get  under  the  pier. 

I WAS  fishing  at  Sunapee  Lake  last  month,  and  day 
after  day  the  wind  came  from  the  east,  which  is  not 
considered  a good  point  for  the  wind  to  come  from. 
Dr.  Quackenbos  has  on  one  of  his  boat  houses  a carved 
and  gilded  Sunapee  saibling  (and  it  is  an  excellent 
representation  of  the  fish  too)  for  a weather  vane. 
One  morning  the  doctor  stepped  out  on  the  verandah 
before  breakfast  and  looked  at  the  gilded  fish  which 
was  iiointing  due  east — away  from  the  lake.  A coloured 
servant,  John,  was  passing  and  the  doctor  said  : “ John, 
can  you  not  make  that  fish  look  just  the  other  way,  out 
over  the  lake,  for  we  have  got  to  have  a west  wind.”  A 
few  moments  later  John  was  seen  coming  up  the  beach 
with  a rake  in  his  hand,  and  the  doctor  asked  him 
where  he  had  been.  He  said,  “ Up  on  the  boathouse  to 
turn  the  fish  around  with  the  rake  handle,  sir,  so  it  will 
point  over  the  lake.” — Forest  and  Stream. 

Lovers  of  the  rod  in  Victoria  often  wonder  what  has 
become  of  the  handsome  fish  introduced  into  the  colony 
by  Sir  Samuel  Wilson.  Are  they  going  out  to  sea  ? 
Two  fishermen  were  recently  surprised  to  find,  on  hauling 
their  net  to  the  St.  Kilda  beach,  that  the  net  contained, 
not  a trout  among  minnows,  but  a trout  among  pilchards. 
The  fish  was  on  view  at  P.  N.  Jenkins’s  shop  during  the 
morning,  and  proved  to  be  41b.  in  weight.  The  trout 
was  evidently  in  pursuit  of  the  pilchards  at  the  time, 
and  it  would  not  be  a bad  plan  to  try  our  rivers  with 
the  bait.  It  is  not  generally  known  that  while  the 
shoals  of  whitebait  were  in  Hobson’s  Bay  they  were  per- 
sistently followed  by  small  speckled  trout,  which  were 
easily  caught  with  these  small  fish  as  bait.  This  proves 
that  the  salmon  trout  is  equally  at  home  in  fresh  and 
salt  water,  and  that  they  may  be  caught  with  pilchards 
or  whitebait. — Melbourne  Evenimj  Standard. 


THE  WORLD’S  CONGRESS  AUXILIARY. 

In  accordance  with  the  plans  of  the  World’s  Congress' 
Auxiliary  of  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition,  arrange- 
ments have  been  made  for  an  International  Congress  of 
persons  interested  in  Fisheries  and  Fish  Culture  at 
Chicago,  commencing  October  16,  1893.  The  delibera- 
tions of  the  Congress  will  cover  a wide  range  of  subjects, 
and  the  committee  in  this  general  way  presents  an  out- 
line of  the  proposed  nature  of  the  Congress,  and  suggests 
a series  of  topics  which  it  deems  suitable  for  discussion. 

Fishery  Laws. — The  necessity  of  placing  oyster- 
planting  grounds  other  than  natural  beds  under  private- 
ownership  and  control,  in  order  to  secure  the  largest 
and  most  regular  production.  Should  Government, 
State  or  National,  farm  the  waters?  How  shall  we- 
deal  with  the  purse-seine  and  pond-net  fisheries?  Why 
transportation  companies  should  aid  in  the  distribution 
of  fish.  The  utility  and  results  of  legislation  for  the 
ocean  fisheries. 

The  Sciences  in  Relation  to  Fisheries. — The 
scope,  aims,  methods,  and  apparatus  of  economic  aquatic- 
biology.  The  system  of  life  in  waters.  The  purpose, 
plans,  and  uses  of  a station  for  marine  research.  The 
obligation  of  government  to  maintain  such  stations. 
The  obligation  of  governments  to  prosecute  marine 
research  and  deep-sea  explorations.  A programme  for 
a model  lake  survey.  A programme  for  a model  survey 
of  a river  system.  The  migrations  ot  fishes.  The  dis- 
tribution of  economic  fishes.  The  aquarium  ; its  instal- 
lation and  management. 

Methods  op  Capture. — Description  of  methods  and 
apparatus  employed  in  the  fisheries.  Influence  of  methods 
upon  abundance.  Improvements  ’n  fishing  vessels  and 
apparatus.  Economical  value  of  marine  products.  Pre- 
paration, care  of,  and  manufacture  of  fishery  products. 
The  market  fishery.  Refrigeration.  Drying  fish.  Salt- 
ing fish.  Canning  industry.  Utilisation  of  skins  and 
other  parts  of  marine  objects — furs,  whalebone,  sounds, 
ambergris,  oil,  &c.  Fish  guano.  Transportation  of 
fishery  objects  and  products.  The  utilisation  of  new 
and  waste  products  of  the  fisheries.  The  question  of 
bait  and  bait-preservation  in  the  offshore  fisheries. 

Fish  Culture. — A review  of  fish-culture  in  Europe 
and  in  North  America.  The  scientific  foundations  of 
fish-culture.  The  present  state  and  principal  defects  of 
scientific  fish-culture.  General  conditions  involved  in 
stocking  new  and  re-stocking  depleted  waters.  Com- 
parison of  methods  employed  in  packing  and  transport- 
ing fish  ova.  Cheaper  and  better  food  for  rearing  fish. 
The  conditions  determining  whether  to  plant  impreg- 
nated eggs,  fry,  or  fingerlings.  The  methods  and  results 
of  artificially  breeding  food  for  fish.  Comparison  of 
methods  in  oyster  culture  in  the  United  States  and  in 
foreign  countries.  The  need  of  a government  oyster- 
cultural  station.  What  should  be  its  general  plan  and 
arrangement ; what  it  may  be  expected  to  accomplish  in 
the  way  of  example  and  instruction.  The  relative  value' 
of  artificial  propagation,  and  regulation  and  protection 
in  maintaining  the  lobster  fisheries.  The  necessity  of 
affording  proper  instruction  to  students  in  fish-culture. 
Fish-culture  as  applied  to  the  maintenance  or  regenera- 
tion of  the  ocean  fisheries.  Economic  results  of  accli- 
matisation of  aquatic  products. 

The  World’s  Fisheries. — Review  of  the  World’s- 
Fisheries.  Fishery  statistics  in  general.  The  relation 
of  fisheries  to  civilisation.  The  relation  of  the  fisheries 
to  the  navy  and  the  merchant  marine.  The  fishermen — 
their  physical  and  financial  conditions,  and  the  means 
for  their  improvement.  The  duty  of  the  general  govern- 
ment in  the  matter  of  a fisheries  intelligence  service. 
The  question  of  the  desirability  of  establishing  technical 
training  schools  for  fishermen.  Fishermen’s  associa- 
tions, unions,  libraries,  &c. 


Although  whales  grow  to  enormous  size,  sometimes 
80  or  even  90ft.  long,  the  throat  of  the  common  whale  is 
so  small  that  it  cannot  swallow  a bite  as  large  as  a tea 
biscuit.  The  spermaceti  has  a mouth  large  enough  to 
swallow  a man. 

The  Greenland  whale  fishing  is  reported  to  have  been 
ntirely  unsuccessful.  The  steam  whaler  Windward 
has  returned  to  Lerwick,  and  reported  that  only  one 
whale  was  captured  and  two  sighted  during  the  entire 
season. 

A FLY-ROD  has  more  curative  powers  than  the  whole 
Materia  Medica.  It  not  only  cures  most  bodily  ailments, 
but  banishes  diseases  of  the  mind  as  well.  It  is  a 
veritable  magician’s  wand,  with  which  a true  angler 
may  conjure  spirits  and  fairy  forms  from  the  limpid 
depths. 

We  should  give  the  advantage  of  our  experience  to  the 
boys  who  will  be  with  us,  and  remain  to  take  our  places  in 
the  future.  Some  will  think,  says  a contemporary,  as  I 
once  did  of  the  bother.  As  a class  we  are  in  the  habit  of 
hunting  with  our  equals  in  age,  and  “ don’t  want  to  be 
bothered  with  boys  or  tenderfeet.”  The  result  is  that 
your  boy  (if  he  has  any  taste  that  way)  will  go  off  on  a 
hunt  with  some  friend  of  equal  age,  sometimes  several  of 
them,  with  no  knowledge  or  exuerience  whatever  of  a 
gun,  and  of  the  great  danger  by  careless  handling.  Even 
if  he  is  a careful  lad  the  risk  is  great  from  others,  or  if 
he  is  alone  it  is  as  bad,  if  not  worse,  for  in  case  of 
serious  results  of  carelessness  he  would  be  alone  in  his 
trouble.  No  one  to  run  for  help.  Now,  from  my  own 
experience,  a well-trained  lad  is  no  hindrance  with  your- 
self or  your  more  mature  companions.  Of  course,  some 
boys  are  almost  a nuisance ; then  again,  so  are  many 
men  of  forty  or  fifty  years. 

“ You  can’t  claim,”  said  the  man  who  doesn’t  care 
for  rod  and  line,  “ that  fishing  affords  exercise.”  “ Oh 
yes,  it  does,”  was  the  reply,  “for  the  imagination.” 
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SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  EISIIING  GAZETTE 


Ecptts  from  Clubs 


JVe  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day IVEorningp.  Thursday  night's  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  yosi  on  Friday  morning.  Address  “ Editor,  Pishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,” 
marked  “Club  Report”  outside  envelope. 


Ang'lers’  Association. — The  monthly  meeting  of 
the  general  committee  will  take  place  on  Monday 
evening  next,  September  4,  at  8 30  — B.  Ghubney. 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  List  (Eastern 
District  No.  2). — The  next  return  visit  on  the  above 
Hat  will  take  place  to  the  Serapia  Angling  Society, 
Nevill  Arms,  Nevill-road,  Stoke  Newington.  Date  next 
week.  Plenty  of  good  talent  is  assured,  and  anglers 
and  friends  will  receive  a hearty  welcome. — P. 
Thobling. 

Anglers’  Benevolent. — Since  my  last  report  I beg 
to  acknowledee  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  12s.  on  behalf 
of  the  late  Eye  House  competition.  The  committee 
held  their  fortnightly  meeting  on  Friday  evening, 
August  25.  Letters  of  thanks  from  the  recipients  of 
grants  were  read.  Two  cases  of  a very  distressing 
nature,  were  brought  before  the  meeting,  and  ^65  and.£  l 
respectively  granted.  The  next  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee will  take  place  on  Friday  evening,  September  8, 
at  8.30. — E Ghdbnet. 

Aberdeen  Bock  Fishers. — The  ordinary  members 
of  the  above  association  recently  fished  for  a number  of 
prizes  presented  by  the  society  and  friends.  There  was 
a large  attendance  of  competitors,  and  some  good  catches 
were  landed.  The  following  were  the  heaviest  baskets  : 
William  Riddell,  551b  8oz.  ; James  Grant,  531h.  lOoz.  ; 
John  Anderson,  481h.  8oz  ; Alexander  Douglas,  371b.  9oz.; 
James  Dawson,  291b.  ; George  Boss,  251b.  ; Alexander 
Adams,  201b.  ; William  Geddes,  IGlb.  8oz.  A silver 
Maltese  cros.s,  presented  by  Dri  Scroggie  for  the  best- 
looking cod  fish  caught  on  Saturday,  was  gained  by 
James  Dawson.  


The  honorary  members  of  the  same  society  on  Wed- 
nesday fished  a match  at  Muchalls,  when  some  good 
catches  were  recorded.  Two  medals  were  given  as 
prizes.  When  the  baskets  were  weighed-in  the  heaviest 
were  found  to  be  : J.  Worling,  261b.  ; Alex.  Cowie,  19Jlb. 
(one  fish  scaling  8jlb.),  and  Alex.  Simpson,  171b.  12oz. 
As  the  competitors  did  not  all  arrive  at  the  same  hour 
the  match  was  handicapped,  Mr.  Cowie  receiving  81b., 
so  that  he  takes  the  first  place.  Dr.  Levack  also  took 
part  in  the  competition,  but  did  not  weigh-in. — Geo.  M. 
Mackat. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society.— On  the  30th  ult.  Mr. 
W.  Warde  weighed-in  roach  and  dace.  Our  next  match 
takes  place  on  September  3 — go  where  you  please,  and 
all  fish  to  weigh.  I beg  to  remind  members  that  Wednes- 
day next  will  be  quarterly  night,  and  they  must  clear 
the  books  according  to  rule.  We  made  another  new 
member  this  week,  and  are  open  for  more.  Full  particu- 
lars on  application  to— W.  H.  Bryant. 

Allason  United  Brothers.— A special  general 
meeting  will  take  place  next  Wednesday,  when  impor- 
tant business  will  be  brought  forward.  All  members 
are  requested  to  attend.  Our  outing,  by  road,  takes 
place  this  day  (Saturday)  to  Esher.  All  to  muster  at 
11.30;  leave  club-house  12.15  a.m.  midnight.  The 
worthy  host  gives  7s.  6d.  for  any  fish  specified  at  our 
last  meeting,  and  the  secretary  gives  solid  silver  acacia 
stick  for  gross  weight. — B.  Abrahams. 

Amicable  Brothers.— On  the  27th  nit.  we  fished  off 
the  prize.s  left  over  from  previous  outing  at  Ware,  the 
successful  members  being  Messrs.  Wolk,  Medcalf,  and 
Hutchins.  On  Wednesday  one  new  member  was  elected; 
we  have  vacancies  for  a few  more  — F.  G.  Hutchins. 

Amicable  Waltonians.— On  the  20th  ult.  the 
members  of  the  above  society  journeyed  to  Burnham-on- 
Crouch  for  their  annual  dinner.  Thirty  members  and 
friends  sat  down  to  an  excellent  dinner,  served  in  grand 
style  b.y  Host  Harris.  The  outing  was  a mo^t  enjoyable 
one.  On  the  27th  ult.  the  following  members  weighed- 
in  : Mr.  Hake,  roach  ; Mr.  Hill,  roach,  dace,  and  bream  ; 
Mr.  Lambarth,  jun.,  roach  and  dace,  winning  a prize  in 
the  competition  for  the  largest  dace  at  Amberley  ; Mr. 
Tomkins  and  Mr.  Nunn,  roach. — G.  M. 

Anglers’  Pride. — Most  anglers  by  this  time  have 
heard  of  the  sad  loss  of  one  of  our  ardent  anglers,  Mr. 
JoeBandall,  who  was  drowned  while  fishing  at  Amberley 
on  Saturday  last.  We  have  in  consequence  abandoned 
our  monthly  outing,  which  was  to  have  taken  place  on 
Sept.  3.  I have  forwarded  12s.  to  the  Skegness  Fund  ; 
also  5s.  to  the  widow  of  Mr.  Talbot,  who  was  drowned 
at  Pulborough.  Will  members  please  attend  certain  on 
Wednesday,  Sept.  6. — J.  H.  Tucker. 

Battersea  Friendly. — This  club  will  fish  a match 
on  Sept.  3,  at  Pulborough,  for  three  prizes.  Train 
7.7  from  Clapham  Junction.  On  the  27th  ult.  Mr.  J. 
Antcliffe  weighed-in  101b.  of  nice  bream  from  Pul- 
borough; Mr.  0.  Wastell  roach,  from  Chertsey ; Mr.  E. 
Garner,  roach,  from  Wraysbury,  one,  11b.  5^oz. ; Mr. 
G.  Martin,  roach,  from  Amberley,  one,  11b.  4Joz. — Geo. 
Mumpord. 

Bermondsey  Brothers. — Our  trays  were  well  filled 
with  some  good  fi-h  on  the  27th  ult.  : G.  A.  Payne, 
barbel  and  bream,  Thames ; P.  Allnm,  bream  and  roach, 
Amberley,  one  of  the  latter  a fine  specimen  of  11b.  15Joz.; 
J.  Smith,  roach  ; R.  Smith,  roach  and  dace,  and  A.  Conn, 
bream  and  roach  ; total  gross  weight,  631b. — A.  Conn. 

Blackfriars. — Since  last  report  the  following 
have  weighed-in  ; Messrs.  Wheelhouse,  roach ; Downes, 


roach ; and  Poster,  bream.  We  fish  a match  at  St. 
Margaret’s,  on  September  3 ; start  from  Liverpool-street 
by  8.2  a.m.  train.  Leave  off  by  signal.  Referee  and 
starter,  Mr.  R.  Green.  No  live  bait  carried.  Pish  from 
St.  Margaret’s  Bridge  to  Ware  (towpath  only).  Two 
rods  allowed.  Our  visit  on  the  S.L  U.V.L.  takes  place 
on  Monday,  September  11,  when  1 hope  to  see  every 
society  represented.  [ regret  to  inform  members  that 
our  esteemed  member  Mr.  E.  Gillett  passed  away  on 
Friday,  August  24.— J.  Poster. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers.— On  the  27th  ult.  the 
following  weighed-in ; C.  Davis,  roach  and  dace,  and 
J.  Windsor,  roach.  Several  of  our  members  entered  the 
competition  at  Amberley,  when  Mr.  Bray  won  third 
prize. — D.  Warren. 

Bostonians. — During  the  past  week  the  following 
members  have  had  some  good  takes ; Mr.  Lawson, 
511b.  ll^oz.  of  roach,  heaviest  lib.  3oz. ; Mr.  Rome, 
barbel,  chub,  dace,  and  bream,  heaviest  bream,  41b.  2oz. ; 
Mr.  Rundell,  jack,  chub,  and  roach  ; Mr.  West,  roach  ; 
Mr.  Lawson’s  take  of  roach  was  a splendid  one,  the 
result  of  an  evening  and  morning’s  fishing  within  thirty 
miles  of  London.  On  Wednesday  next  a special  meeting 
will  be  held.  All  that  can  attend  should  do  so. — J.  H. 

Brompton. — Since  last  report  Mr.  Brown  weighed- 
in  301b.  of  roach,  many  of  the  fish  being  over  lib.  On 
27th  ult.  Messrs.  Cecil  and  Davies  weighed-in.  The 
next  outing  will  take  place  at  Tonbridge  on  Sept.  10  ; 
all  members  to  meet  at  the  Station  Hotel  at  8.30.  We 
elected  two  more  members  last  meeting  night. — H.  E. 

Brothers  Well  Met.— On  Aug.  20  Mr.  Maynard  had 
a fine  show  of  roach  (largest,  lib.  4oz.).  On  Aug.  23, 
Mr.  Bass  had  some  fine  roach  from  the  Lea.  Mr.  Ferris 
had  some  very  fine  sport  last  week  at  Ramsgate, 
capturing  401b.  of  whiting  and  codlings.  Our  two- 
monthly  gross  weight  prizes  for  August  have  been  won  — 
Mr.  Maynard,  top  weight ; Mr.  Bass,  second  ; and  the 
same  time  I should  like  to  announce  the  fact  that 
Sunday  fishing  at  Aylesbury  i.s  not  allowed  under  any 
consideration.-  Hy.  Tame. 

Brunswick  Brothers.  — Since  last  report  the 
following  have  weighed  in  : J.  Watkins,  roach  and  dace  ; 
B.  Bissell,  bream  and  roach  ; C.  Wilson,  bream  and 
roach;  B.  Lees,  bream;  N.  Lees,  jun.,  roach;  A. 
Thompson,  bream  ; C.  Hart,  bream  and  roach.  It  has 
been  decided  to  adhere  to  Rule  22. — J.  Watkins. 

Burton  Piscatorials.— On  Aug.  27  the  following 
were  fairly  successful  : Messrs.  W.  Symes,  bream,  best 
fish,  11b.  5jlb. ; P.  Brierly,  bream  and  roach  ; C.  Roberts, 
roach  and  dace;  and  C.  Biggs,  jun.,  dace.  The  date  of 
our  visit  on  the  Central  Association  will  be  announced 
next  week. — C.  Roberts. 

Camden. — On  Aug.  20,  Mr.  Marshall  had  a nice  show 
of  roach  and  bream  ; Mr.  Critoher,  roach  ; Cookmiller, 
roach.  On  the  27th,  Mr.  Marshall,  three  jack  and 
121b.  6oz.  of  roach  ; Mr.  Critoher,  roach  ; Mr.  Sartain, 
roach  ; Mr.  Chapman,  roach.  Members  desiring  seats 
on  the  brake  on  Sept.  10  will  greatly  oblige  by  giving 
in  their  names  as  soon  as  possible,  as  we  are  almost  full 
up.— E,  T.  White. 

Canning'  Town. — We  fished  a pegged  down  match 
at  Dagenham  Lake,  for  five  prizes  on  the  27th  ult.,  Mr. 

E.  Dove,  1st,  with  bream  ; Mr.  E.  Lashwood,  2nd,  with 
bream  and  roach  ; Mr.  G.  Howell,  3rd,  with  bream  and 
roach.  We  fish  for  the  remaining  two  prizes  on 
Sept.  3rd.  Same  place  and  conditions. — O.  Jones. 

Central  Association. — The  monthly  delegate 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday  next.  Sept.  4,  at 
9 p.m.  sharp,  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane, 
Covent  Garden.  Delegates  are  particularly  reqaested 
to  be  in  their  p aces  early 

City  of  London  and  B>ising  Sun.— On  the  27th 
ult.  Mr.  Shai  pless  weighed-in  roach  and  Mr.  Castell  dace. 
We  have  vacancies  for  a few  more  members  (active  or 
honorary).  The  terms  for  the  latter  are  one  payment 
of  5s.  for  the  year.  We  are  enrolled  on  the  Anglers’ 
Association,  who  have  the  exclusive  right  to  fish  the 
pieces  of  water  now  rented  by  them  at  Malden  and 
Esher.  Particulars  at  the  club-house  on  meeting  nights. 
— Cas. 

Clapham  Junction. — On  Aug.  27  the  following 
weighed-in  : Messrs.  R.  Chapman.  91b.  9foz.  bream  ; 
G.  T.  Jameson,  11b.  4|oz.  chub.  ; H.  Moore,  11b.  IJoz.  ; 

E.  Porter,  15oz.  We  fish  a match  at  Woking  Broad 
Mead,  on  Sept.  17  ; usual  conditions,  jack  barred.  All 
to  return  by  the  8.13  train.  Any  member  not  doing  so 
will  be  disqualified. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  'Visiting  List. 
— The  next  visit  of  the  above  will  be  to  the  City  of 
London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling  Society,  held  at  the 
George  Tavern,  Brooke-street,  Holborn  Bars.  There 
will  be  a good  entertainment,  and  any  angler  or  friend 
who  will  favour  us  with  their  company  will  meet  with  a 
cordial  welcome  from  the  members  ; also  from— Cas. 

Clissold. — We  had  a prize  outing  in  the  Lea  on 
Aug.  27,  the  first  prize  being  taken  by  Mr.  Anthony, 
with  a grand  show  of  roach;  Mr.  Pound,  second;  Mr. 
Keyworth,  third.  The  following  also  weighed-in  : — Mr. 
Gudgeon,  roach  (one  fish  lib.  9oz.)  ; Mr.  Howell,  roach 
and  dace  ; Mr.  Ringrose,  roach;  Mr.  Legg,  perch ; Mr. 
White,  perch  ; Mr.  Faulkner,  perch;  and  Mr.  Burton, 
dace. — W.  Lefevere. 

Cobden. — We  fish  a match  at  Pangbourne  on  Sep- 
tember 17,  for  twelve  prizes  given  by  Messrs.  G.  A.  Duke, 

F.  Bourne,  Cobden  Club,  T.  Twyman,  W.  Dunn,  C. 
Young,  J.  Godfrey,  T.  Couckwell,  T.  Stringer,  F. 
Wright,  W.  Barnett.  Go  down  by  the  8.55  a.m.  from 
Paddington,  9.3  a.m.  Wostbourne  Park;  return  by 
7.50  p.m.  Pegged  down ; one  rod ; jack,  bleak,  and 
gudgeon  barred.  Pish  to  be  registered  at  the  Swan. 
Cease  fishing  at  6.30. — A.  Smith. 

Copenhageu. — On  the  27th  ult.  Messrs.  Collier  and  j 
Davies  weighed-in  a nice  show  of  roach  and  perch.  On 


Thursday  Mr.  Talbot  weighed-in  roach.  On  Sept.  21 
we  have  a smoker  for  the  benefit  of  one  of  our  members. 
I hope  to  see  a good  muster  of  brother  anglers  jiresent, 
as  this  is  a very  deserving  case. — B.  Pitt. 

Dalstou. — On  the  27th  ult.  a good  many  of  my  mem- 
bers were  out,  but  the  only  gentlemen  who  weighed-in 
were  Messrs.  Poore,  Pooock,  and  Cogswell,  who  had  a 
very  nice  show  of  bream,  roach,  and  perch.  Messrs.  C. 
Richardson  and  A.  Freeman  had  some  nice  roach  from 
Harlow,  but  did  not  get  up  in  time  to  weigh-in.— S. 
Malby. 

Duke  of  Norfolk.  - On  Aug.  27  the  following 
weighed-in  : Mr.  Abbott,  roach,  11b.  b^oz.  ; Mr.  A. 
Barrett,  bream,  1.51b,  6|oz.  ; Mr.  F.  Barrett,  bream, 
31b.  3oz.  ; Mr.  Balls,  roach,  11b.  14oz.  ; Mr.  Barker, 
barbel,  41b.  2foz. ; Mr.  Fathers,  roach,  41b.  13joz. ; Mr. 

G.  Dicks,  bream  and  barbel,  91b.  6oz. ; Mr.  Tucker, 
bream  and  roach,  51b.  8oz.  ; Mr.  Smith,  bream,  31b.  7jOz. 
On  Sept.  24,  our  second  match  of  the  season  takes  place 
(roving) ; one  rod  only  ; no  live  bait ; start  by  first 
train  on  morning  of  match ; not  to  weigh-in  till  after 
8.30.— W.  Jenkins,  sec. 

BarlsReld. — An  outing  will  take  place  on  Sept.  3 to 
Hampton  Court.  Train  leaves  Earlsfleld  at  8.40. — 
D.  Bruce. 

Bnterprise. — We  had  a good  show  of  fish  on  Aug.  27, 
Messrs.  Phesay,  Heywood,  Ballantine,  and  Elliot 
weighing-in  roach;  Mr.  Balaam, dace  ; Mr.  Wade,  jack; 
and  Mr.  Langton,  sen.,  a nice  Lea  trout,  21b.  lljoz.  in 
capital  condition. — W.  H.  Tuck. 

Forest  Gate. — Owing  to  a misunderstanding,  our 
match  did  not  take  place  on  the  27th  ult.  It  will  be 
fished  off  at  Esher  Association  water  on  Sept.  10,  same 
conditions.  On  Sept.  .30  a match  will  be  fished  at  Lang- 
ford Association  water.  Members  please  note.  Full 
particulars  can  be  obtained  of  the  secretary  or  at  the 
club-room.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Mendham  weigbed-in  jack 
and  roach,  largest  lib.  2oz.  On  the  27th  ult.  W.  J. 
Talbot,  bream  (largest  31b.  9oz  ) ; Keinpster,  dace  and 
roach.  Wednesday  next  will  be  quarterly  night;  all 
members  are  particularly  requested  to  attend.— W.  J. 
Talbot. 

Funny  Folks.— On  the  27th  ult.  several  of  our 
members  fished  in  the  competition  at  Amberley,  the 
following  taking  prizes  : Messrs.  Whitebread,  5lb.  9oz. ; 
Biggs,  31b.  O^oz. ; and  G.  Watling,  31b.  4|oz.  Messrs. 
P.  Willard  and  Vanhegan  also  had  fish.  Mr.  White- 
bread  also  won  a prize  for  the  largest  bream  in  August. 
— J.  W.  Biggs. 

Globe. — On  the  27th  ult.  we  had  a moderate  show 
of  fish — nearly  221b.  of  roach  and  bream,  taken  by 
Messrs  Stebbings,  Caborn,  Sumner,  Riggs,  Ballard, 
W.  Laurence,  and  Ellis.  Monday  next  will  be  quarterly 
night,  when  I hope  to  see  a good  muster.  — A.  P. 

Golden  Barbel.— On  the  27th  ult.  Messrs.  Green, 
Lambert,  Trowbridge,  Crow,  and  Vinall  brought  up 
some  good  roach,  bream,  dace,  perch,  and  gudgeon. 
Mr.  John  Roach  bas  resigned  the  secretaryship  of  our 
society,  but  we  hope  he  may  be  spared  to  have  many  a 
pleasant  outing  with  us.  The  Skegness  Disaster  Fnnd 
is  now  closed,  and  our  amount  sent  in.  We  are  now 
doing  our  best  for  the  Talbot  subscription. — John 
Goatley. 

Grange. — Since  the  last  week  the  following  members 
have  weighed-in  fish,  viz.; — Mr.  C.  Green,  51b.  3|oz. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Rich,  31b.  9joz.  ; Mr.  Wood,  31b. : and  Mr. 
Ryder,  11b.  8oz  Members  are  particularly  requested 
to  attend  the  meeting  on  the  8th  inst.,  as  there  is  some 
important  business  to  transact. — W.  K. 

Great  Eastern. — A good  show  of  roach  was  shown 
at  the  above  club  on  the  27th  ult.,  contributed  by  the 
following  members  : — J.  Grande,  W.  Sture,  W.  Burling, 
W.  Savage,  and  F.  Hudson. — G.  F.  Weaver. 

Great  Northern  Brothers.— On  the  27th  ult.  a 
number  of  members  fished  in  the  competition  at 
Amberley,  J.  Osborne  taking  first  prize  with  131b.  2oz. ; 
Messrs.  C.  and  F.  Watling,  J.  Cartwright,  and  G.  Snell 
also  won  prizes ; Messrs.  Large,  Loom,  J.  Hewitt, 
A.  Hambidge,  W.  Parkin,  and  H.  Dunoombe  weighed- 
in  bream,  roach,  and  dace. — J.  A.  Pitch. 

Gresham. — On  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  E H.  Bramley 
occupied  the  chair.  Messrs.  Gilbert  and  Bar  tie  t re- 
ported that  a great  many  weeds  had  been  tak-n  out  of 
the  Mitcham  water.  Mr.  Gilbert  exhibited  an  iron  drag 
that  he  had  designed  and  had  made  for  clearing  the 
weeds.  The  following  reports  of  fishing  were  made : 
Mr.  Davies  and  Sons,  at  Southend,  551b.  of  flit  fish ; 
Mr.  Cooke,  a few  good  roach  ; Mr.  Snure,  jun.,  roach  ; 
Mr.  Gilbert,  dace  and  barbel;  Mr.  Ohlson,  trout,  from 
the  Darenth ; Mr.  Young,  codling,  from  Deal  ; Mr. 
Hesse,  twenty-seven  roach,  weighing  15jlb.,  from  the 
Cam;  Mr.  Pickling,  seven  roach,  5Jlb.,  from  Harefield  ; 
Mr.  Clement  Henry,  sixty-two  roach,  481b.  5oz  , 
from  Tring.  The  chairman  alluded  to  the  exhibition 
of  mounted  fish,  tackle,  paintings,  birds,  literature, 
&c.,  which  is  to  take  place  at  the  society’s  rooms 
on  the  19th,  20th,  and  21st.  Sept.  The  19th  will 
be  a ladies’  night,  and  there  will  be  collections 
of  river  and  loch  flies,  and  a lecture  on  fly-tying.  A 
casting  tournament  will  take  place  on  the  Society’s 
water  at  Kelvedon  on  Saturday,  Sept.  9,  for  prizes.  Full 
particulars  next  Tuesday.  A new  member  was  proposed. 
The  secretary  presented  to  the  library  a copy  of  his 
book,  just  published,  “ A Guide  to  the  Business  of 
Public  Meetings.” — James  Tayler. 

Havelock. — On  Aug.  27,  Mr.  W,  Tuthill  weighed-in 
a few  fairly  good  roach.  Our  I’eturn  meeting  on  Monday, 
the  28th,  was  a success,  there  being  fifteen  clubs  repre- 
sented. We  had  some  very  good  harmony  and  quite  an 
enjoyable  evening.  The  music  was  very  kindly  provided 
by  our  worthy  host.  I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
those  brother  anglers  that  so  ably  supported  us. — W. 
Young. 
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Hearts  of  Oak. — On  tlie  27th  nit.  our  annual  dinner 
took  place  at  Romford.  Thirty-five  sat  down  to  dinner. 
On  Sept.  3,  a prize  left  from  the  last  batch  of  pegged- 
down  prizes  can  be  fished  for.  Go  where  yon  please  ; 
all  fish  to  weigh  ; gross  weight  to  take  the  prize.  The 
next  return  visit  to  this  society  will  take  place  on  Mon- 
da3’,  Sept.  2.5,  when  we  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
. many  old  face.s  being  present. — W.  H.  Fenner. 

, Hounsfield.  Otters. — On  the  20th  ult.  the  four 
prizes  left  over  from  our  last  onting  were  won  by  Messrs. 
W.  F.  Liddle,  F.  S.  Thomas,  E.  Cole,  and  E.  Watling, 
while  other  members  also  had  fish,  but  the  takes  were 
only  moderate  all  round.  On  the  27th  ult.  F.  Ashwood 
had"  161b.  fl|oz.  of  roach,  best  11b.  fijoz.  ; W.  F.  Liddle, 
41b.  .5oz.  roach  ; E.  Watling,  41b.  Gjoz.  roach  and  perch  ; 
and  a few  other  members  with  smaller  takes  brought  the 
total  up  to  301b.  lloz. — F.  S.  T. 

Hoxton  Brothers. — A tew  members  only  were  out 
on  the  27th  ult.  S.  Orrow  weighed-in  Cjlb.  roach  and  a 
few  dace:  G.  H.  Wood,  Ijlb.  perch. — E.  Ghdrnet. 

Independent  Brothers.— On  the  27th  ult.  onr 
members  had  poor  sport.  Mr.  Mason  has  been  elected 
a working  member.  On  Wednesday  next  a special 
meeting  is  called  for  important  business. — G.  Bigsby. 

Isling'ton  Brothers. — The  following  weighed-iu  on 
the  27th  ult.  : J.  H.  Herbert,  91b.  of  roach  and  bream  ; 
Mr.  J.  Carpenter,  81b.  of  tine  reach  ; Mr.  G.  Wellstead, 
41b.  of  roach  ; Mr.  G.  Holder  with  roach.  Others  were 
out,  but  were  up  too  late  to  weigh-in.  On  Monday  the 
concert  was  fairly  attended,  and  all  went  off  well.  We 
had  a host  of  talent.  Mr.  J.  Carpenter  was  chairman, 
faced  by  Mr.  G.  Holder ; piano,  Mr.  J.  Phillips. 
Members  will  oblige  by  coming  up  on  Tuesday  next  to 
settle  for  tickets,  and  as  half-yearly  night  is  drawing 
near,  the  books  should  be  clear. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton. — The  members  competed  for  three 
special  prizes,  on  the  27th  ult.,  at  Ware.  Mr.  C.  Hay- 
ward secured  first  honours  ; Mr.  J.  Poole,  second  ; Mr. 
J.  K.  Charters,  third.  On  the  same  day  Mr.  T.  W. 
Garrard  had  101b.  5Joz.  of  bream ; also  two  roach, 
heaviest  11b.  Ooz.  On  Aug.  .30  the  members  competed 
for  three  special  prizes  at  the  same  place.  Mr.  E. 
Perrin  was  first  ; Mr.  H.  C.  Wheatley,  second  ; Mr.  J. 
Poole,  third. — H.  B. 

Izaak  Walton  (Crewe). — Some  of  the  members  of 
this  club  had  some  very  fair  baskets  of  fish  on  Friday 
and  Saturday  last.  A.  E.  Butt  weighed-in  pike  weighing 
71b.  lloz.,  7 shots,  and  21b.  loz.,  4 shots,  taken  from  the 
river  at  Nantwich  : W.  Dixon,  bream,  lib.  lOjoz.,  from 
Winterley  Pool.  To-day  (Saturday)  the  public  fishing 
match  takes  place  at  Minshull  Vernon  Canal,  weather 
permitting.  The  contest  should  prove  a success. — 
H.  Oliver. 

J oily  Anglers’  Society  ( Cambridge). — The  second 
match  of  the  season  came  off  on  Monday,  Ang.  21,  at 
Pope’s  Corner.  There  were  fifty-five  entries,  and  forty- 
, ?ight  members  wer-e  pegged  down  for  fishing.  A very 
strong  gale  was  blowing  all  day,  and  occasional  heavy 
Ejhowers  of  rain  made  it  most  unpleasant  for  any  but 
.experienced  fishermen  ; the  weights,  however,  may  be 
considered  very  good.  1,  H.  Jarman,  51b.  loz.,  =£1  ; 2, 
S.  Fulcher,  41b.  13oz.,  15s.  ; 3,  N.  Goodman,  41b.  12oz., 
10s.  ; 4,  J.  W.  Eoberts,  41b.  lloz.,  9s.  ; 5,  J.  Hills, 
31b,  2oz.,  8s. ; 0,  J.  Browning,  21b.  lloz.,  7s. ; 7,  W. 
Thurston,  21b.  8oz.,  6s.  ; 8,  M.  Pleasanee,  21b.  7oz.,  5.s.  ; 
9,  G.  Barton,  21b.  6oz.,  4s.  ; 10,  J.  Clarke,  21b.  2oz.,  4s.  ; 
11,  J.  S.  Strange,  llh.  8oz.,  3s. ; 12,  W.  Gates,  lib.  7oz., 
,3s.;  13,  A,  Parsons,  11b.  loz.,  2s.;  14,  W.  Smith,  llh., 
,2s.;  15,  C.  Coulson  and  C.  Allen  (a  tie),  11b.,  2s.  The 
next  matcli  will  take  place  on  Sept.  4,  between  Ely  and 
Pope’s  Corner,  when  prizes  amounting  to  .£8  and 
upwards  will  be  competed  for,  as  well  as  special  prizes 
offered  by  members.  As  this  match  is  considered  the 
best  of  the  season  it  is  hoped  that  as  many  members  as 
.possible  will  enter. 

Junior  Fly -fishers.  - J.  P.  Connellan,  Esq.,  in  the 
chair.  Correspondence  of  general  interest  to  our  members 
wafi  read.  Fishing  experiences  given  by  members  were 
rich,  rare,  and  genuine,  although  the  fis-h  taken  were  not 
numerous.  Mr.  Hall,  three  trout,  being  the  principal. 
Next  Thursday  it  is  anticipated  some  arrangements  will 
be  made  tor  an  outing,  and  for  the  winter’s  pi-ogramme. 

Lincoln.  -On  the  27th  ult.  the  following  had  fish  : 
Mr.  Griffiths,  51b.  Sloz..  roach  and  bream  (winning 
twelfth  prize  in  Mr.  Eldridge’s  competition) ; Mr. 
Palmer,  Mr.  Holmes,  and  Mr.  Wood  also  had  roach  and 
dace.  On  Wednesday  last  Mr.  C.  Eowe  and  Mr.  W. 
Winter  were  proposed  as  working  members.  The 
Vialance  sheet  will  be  presented  next  week. — 
W.  Watling. 

laivei’pool. — Our  meeting  last  week  was  well  attended, 
and  two  new  members  were  duly  elected.  We  fished  a 
mere  in  Cheshire  on  Friday,  for  three  prizes,  and  a 
special  prize  for  pike.  Mr.  H.  Cox,  our  premier 
naturalist  and  taxidermist,  has  made  a grand  job  of 
setting  up  the  21b.  14Joz.  Loch  Leven  trout.  He 
brought  it  to  the  club-room,  and  the  case  and  fish  were 
much  admired. — E.  Woolfall. 

Mitre  Brotliers. — Committee  meeting  was  held  on 
the  3(Hh  ult.,  but  only  two  committee  men  attended, 
viz.,  Mr.  Timmins  and  Mr.  Armitage,  and  the  chairman, 
Mr.  Selnian.  Were  very  much  disappointed  at  so  few 
showing  up  on  such  an  occasion.  We  hope  the  com- 
mittee will  show  up  on  the  7th  inst.,  to  carry  the  busi- 
ness through.  Subscriptions  will  be  acknowledged  after 
the  11th  inst.  in  the  Fishinq  Gazette. — A.  Toplis. 

New  Alhioiis. — The  club  members  met  on  Thursday 
night,  Aug.  31,  Mr.  W.  P.  Grimmett  in  the  chair. 
Messrs.  Harry  Broadway,  Cotterell,  and  Grimslade  were 
elected  honorary  members  of  the  society.  It  was 
reported  that  3.5.s.  had  been  subscribed  towards  the 
Skegness  boating  disaster,  in  which  ten  members  of  the 


Clapham  Park  Angling  Society  lost  their  lives.  The 
competition  next  Thursday  will  be  an  open  one. — A.  E. 
Baldwin. 

North  Iiondon. — During  the  last  month  we  have 
had  some  fair  show.s  of  roach,  bream,  perch,  and  dace,  con- 
tributed by  the  following  members: — Messrs.  H.  Stretch, 
Stretch,  jun.,  Hayes,  and  Hughes.  The  roach  have 
ranged  from  12oz.  to  11b.  8oz.  On  Aug.  13  Mr.  Hughes 
weighed-in  a 21b.  7oz.  chub,  taken  from  the  Lea. — H. 
Stretch. 

Park. — On  the  27th  ult.  Messrs.  Eoberts  and  Thomp- 
son had  roach.  A concert  will  take  place  on  Monday, 
Sept.  11,  on  behalf  of  one  of  our  m“mbers  (Mr.  A.  Pem- 
berton) who  has  met  with  an  accident,  and  has  a wife 
and  a large  family  depending  upon  him  for  support. — 
W.  Skeqgs. 

Feckham  Brothers.  -Members  are  particularly 
requested  to  attend  next  Wednesday  for  the  transaction 
of  important  business.  Quarterly  night  is  approaching, 
and  the  next  series  is  to  be  fished  for  shortly. 

Pheenix. — On  the  27th  ult.  Mr.  E.  Carr  showed  a 
roach  of  11b.  15jOz.  The  same  fish  took  specimen  prize 
in  Mr.  Eldridge’s  competition  at  Pnlborough  and 
Amberley,  also  a minor  prize.  Three  iirizes  will  be 
fished  for  on  Sept.  3 at  Amberley  public  water  ; roving. 
Members  going  down  Saturday  must  meet  the  train  on 
Sunday  morning  with  their  tackle. — H.  W.  Morgan. 

Pixie  Brothers. — Mr.  J.  fitting  took  first  prize  at 
Wateringbury.  The  remaining  prizes  stand  over  for 
another  competition.  Mr.  T.  Lino  weighed-in  about  81b. 
roach  and  barbel  from  the  Thames.  Wednesday, 
Sept.  6,  will  be  quarterly  night.  Absentees  will  be  fined 
according  to  rule. — E.  Ptne. 

Prince  of  Wales.  — Since  last  report  I have 
registered  some  splendid  shows  of  fish,  principally 
bream,  Mr.  Eobins  being  well  to  the  front,  Messis. 
Porter,  Wheeler,  Davy,  Crowley,  and  Short,  the  two 
latter  having  some  fine  roach  and  carp.  Members  will 
oblige  by  attending  early  next  Monday. — W.  P. 

Bjeadin^  Wanderers. — We  held  onr  annual  com- 
petition at  Goring  on  the  26th  ult.,  thirty-eight  members 
being  “ pegged  down  ” in  the  Grotto  reach.  The  water 
being  very  low  and  bright,  sport  was  tame.  Mr.  J. 
Potts,  president,  was  umpire.  Mr.  J.  Champion,  1st 
prize  and  challenge  cup  ; Mr.  F.  Pearce,  2nd  and  cup  for 
specimen  fish.  The  remaining  prizes  were  taken  by 
Messrs.  Hopkins,  Brown,  Waterman,  Goodall,  Browning 
Heath,  Searl,  and  Lovegrove.  Our  annual  tea  takes 
place  at  British  Workman,  Sept.  2. — J.  Wise. 

Rodney.— Onr  monthly  outing  took  place  at  Amber- 
ley on  the  27th  ult.  Some  fine  shows  of  fish  were  taken 
by  the  following'  members  ; Messrs.  G.  Sharman,  i-oach 
and  bream,  first  (taking  fifth  prize  in  the  Amberley  com- 
petition) ; J.  Wigley,  roach,  second ; E.  Lamberton, 
roach  and  dace,  third  ; J.  Davis,  roach  and  dace,  fourth, 
and  F.  T.  Lamberton,  roach. — F.  T.  Lamberton. 

Second  Surrey.— Messrs.  Wink,  Green,  J.  T. 
Wright,  and  J.  Wright  had  bream,  roach,  and  dace  from 
the  Arun,  at  Amberley,  on  the  27th.  The  latter  member 
entered  in  Mr.  Eldridge’s  competition,  and  took  a prize 
witli  roach  (largest  fish  11b.  2.|oz.)  He  stayed  until  Mon- 
day, and  was  at  the  inquest  on  the  body  of  the  late 
Josiah  Eandall,  Anglers’  Pride.  Verdict  was  drowned 
by  falling  into  the  water  whilst  in  a fit.  His  father  gave 
evidence,  and  said  that  he  suffered  from  apoplectic  fits. 
His  body  was  interred  in  Bury  Churchyard  on  the 
31st  ult.  Mr.  Eosher,  of  the  Westminster  Angling 
Society,  has  iiromised  a punt  rod  to  be  fished  for  at  our 
next  outing,  and  Mr.  McCormack,  a friend  of  his  also 
promised  a winch  and  line.  A special  meeting  will  be 
held  next  Tuesday  week  (our  quarterly  night)  to  arrange 
an  outing,  when  1 hope  to  see  all  members  present. — J. 
Wright. 

Serapis. — On  the  27th  ult.  Mr.  Edwards  weighed-in 
roach,  and  Mr.  Tilbury  roach  ; on  Wednesday  Mr. 
Hidden,  roach  (largest  llh.  2Joz.).  We  have  our  first 
return  visit  on  No.  2 List  on  Thursday,  September  14, 
when  I hope  to  see  a good  muster.  Our  next  general 
outing  w ill  take  place  on  September  10.  Particulars  as 
to  destination,  &c.,  can  be  had  at  the  club-house.  I beg 
to  remind  members  that  all  subscriptions  are  due  on 
September  4. — J.  Laming. 

Seymour  Brotliers.  — The  following  members 
weigtied-in  on  the  27th  ult  : — Petrie,  roach  ; Holmes, 
roach  : and  Bowry,  barbel  and  roach  (largest  barbel, 
21b.  8oz.).  I beg  to  inform  members  that  the  brake 
outing  has  been  postponed  until  Sept.  10:  those  in- 
tending going  please  forward  names  by  Wednesday 
next  at  latest. — C.  B.  Lumley. 

Silver  Trout. — On  the  27th  nit.  Mr.  Gill  had  a fine 
show  of  roach  (nine  fish,  7jlb.,  four  largest,  lib.  5oz  , 
Hb.  4jlb.,  llh.  3Joz.,  lib.  3oz.)  : Mr.  Curtis,  roach  and 
dace,  2jlb.  ; Mr.  Jacobs,  tw'o  nice  dace  ; Mr.  Smales, 
rudd  and  roach,  between  31b.  and  41b.  ; Mr.  Massey, 
bream,  roach,  and  dace,  101b.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Curtis 
had  roach  ami  dace.  On  Monday  next  the  auditors  will 
meet  at  the  club  house,  9 p m.  Tuesday  next,  being 
quarterly  night  (election  of  officers,  &c.),  we  hope  to 
see  a good  muster. — Pelican. 

Small  Arms,  Swan  and  Pike,  Enfield  Lock.— During 
the  past  w’eek  the  following  had  fish ; Messrs.  W. 
Butler,  21b.  lloz.  bream  ; J.  Spragg,  61b.  lloz.  roach  ; 
J.  Johnson,  21b.  5oz.  jack  ; E.  Partridge,  41b.  2oz.  chub  ; 
and  A.  Johnson,  31b.  13oz.  roach. — John  J.  Johnson. 

Soutli  Xiondon. — On  the  26th  nit.,  Mr.  Boorman  had 
13Hb.  of  roach  and  carp  ; and  on  the  30th,  381b.  bream, 
largest  bream  31b.  2oz.  On  the  27th  ult.  Messrs.  Pyle, 
Cotterell,  Cantle,  and  Dartnall  had  takes  of  roach, 
bream,  and  dace. — J.  J.  F. 

South  London  United  Visiting  List.  The  next 
visit  on  this  list  will  be  paid  to  the  Blackfriars  Angling 
Societj'  held  at  the  Winchester  Arms,  Southwark-street, 


Southwark,  on  Monday,  the  11th  inst.  As  this  society 
is  always  represented  in  goodly  numbers  at  every  visit 
on  the  list,  and  on  several  occasions  accompanied  by 
their  host,  Mr.  Wilson,  I trust  the  other  societies  will 
return  the  compliment,  and  give  them  a bumper. — A. 
Conn. 

Spring  Hill  Club  (Birmingham). — The  above 
club  held  their  annual  contest  on  Ang.  20,  at  Fazeley, 
and  it  proved  a complete  success.  Twenty-six  out  of  the 
thirty-three  took  fish,  as  follows  : — Mr.  Hollins,  first ; 
Mr.  Strawford,  second  ; Mr.  W.  Darby,  third  ; and  Mr. 
Askew  fourth.  The  natives,  congratulating  our 
members,  remarked  that  it  was  the  best  contest  they 
had  ever  seen  in  Fazeley. 

Stepney. — Only  two  members  weighed-in  on  the  27th 
ult. — Mr.  Morrish,  bream,  and  Mr.  Woodford,  roach. 
The  remainder  of  the  prizes  will  be  fished  for  in  the  next 
match.  We  made  one  new  member,  and  have  room  for 
more.— E.  Marrows. 

Stowmarket. — Our  members  have  had  another 
sweepstake  since  last  report.  First  prize  for  heaviest 
catch  of  roach  was  taken  by  Mr.  Haines.  On  Friday 
Mr.  Goddard  took  two  good  roach  over  11b.  each  ; and 
on  Tuesday  Mr.  Huttmaun  Wilson  captured  three  roach, 
2-51b.  .5oz.,  best  fish  jnst  over  11b.  The  society  have  this 
week  spent  £3  in  placing  wire  netting  across  the  river 
at  the  boundary  of  their  preserved  water  to  prevent  fish 
being  washed  down  stream  during  floods,  and  trust  this 
will  tend  to  a large  increase  of  sport  in  future  seasons. 
On  Wednesday  evening  Mr.  Frank  Wilson  weighed-in 
four  roach,  31b.  6oz.  ; and  Mr.  Godfrey,  jun..  two  roach, 
11b.  15oz.,  one  of  the  latter  lib.  2oz. — L.  Turner. 

United  Bi’otlxers. — On  Ang.  27  the  following  gentle- 
men weighed-in  : Messrs.  F.  Beak,  roach  ; H.  Freame, 
roach : W.  Tyler,  roach ; J.  Oakley,  roach ; 0. 
Wilderspin,  roich  ; H.  Eichards,  roach  ; and  J.  Steer, 
roach.  We  fish  a match  at  Amberley  on  Sept.  10  for 
several  money  prizes. — H.  Tyler. 

■Waggoners. — Several  of  our  members  were  out  on 
the  27th  nit.,  Mr.  Betts,  roach  (largest  fish  lib.  6oz.) ; 
Mr.  Phillips,  roach.  Several  others  had  fish  but  did  not 
weigh-in.  We  had  .a  good  meeting  on  the  29th  ; Mr. 
Newton  was  balloted  for  and  duly  elected,  after  which 
some  important  business  was  got  through.  Don’t  for- 
get the  prize  for  this  month. — H.  0. 

Waltonians. — On  27th  ult.  Mr.  Jukes  had  a fine  bag 
(141b.  2|oz.),  princ'pally  roarh ; Messrs.  H.  Putnam, 
■41b.  7oz.  : Good,  31b.  6oz.  ; A.  Putnam,  31b.  7oz.  ; W. 
Dodge,  21b.  8oz.  ; and  E.  Dunning,  21b.  7oz.  roach.  On 
Sept.  3rd  we  have  a day’s  outing,  to  fish  for  lapsed 
prize  from  last  season.  Henley  is  the  place  chosen, 
starting  from  Great  Western  station,  Paddington,  at 
nine  o’clock. — J.  Packman. 

Wal'worth  Waltonians. — Next  Wednesday  (Sept. 6) 
will  be  a special  meeting,  and  the  voting  for  the  locale 
of  the  grand  outing  on  Sept.  13,  when  I trust  every 
member  will  attend.  Chair  taken  at  nine  sharp. — 
C.  Hibble. 

Wellington. — On  the  27th  ult.  Messrs.  Gemble, 
Boyd,  Haines,  Corras,  Kirk,  and  Jenkins  weighed-in 
roach,  bream,  and  dace  : Mr.  0.  Newbury  a fine  show  of 
barbel  (two  scaling  131b.  12oz..  largest  71b.  3oz.).  On 
Wednesday  last  (quarterly  night),  Mr.  A.  G.  Gemble 
and  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson  were  unanimously  elected  chair- 
man and  vice-chairmen  for  the  ensuing  quarter.  Messrs. 
Turnbull  and  Wyer  were  re-elected  delegates  to  the 
Association.  We  fish  our  September  competition  for  a 
series  of  prizes  at  Amberley  on  the  3rd  inst.,  from  Bury 
Ferry  to  first  fence  above  Timberley  Bridge.  Members 
to  so  by  the  usual  train. — Charles  Wyer. 

Weiilock. — On  the  27th  inst.  we  had  a delightful 
excursion  to  Theydon  Bois  by  brake  from  the  club- 
house, Messrs.  W.  and  H.  Heir  taking  a photograph  of 
the  members  and  the  brake,  which  will  be  on  view  in 
the  clnb-room.  Mr.  Bickhouse  had  a nice  show  of 
roach,  largest  over  11b.  ; Mr.  Sullivan,  roach.  On 
Sept.  3 an  outing  will  take  place  at  Harlow  for  three 
half-guinea  prizes.  All  to  go  by  the  first  'train  from 
Liverpool-sti  eet  station. — W.  M. 

West  Ham. — On  the  27th  ult.  the  following  weighed- 
in  : — Mr.  J.  Newton,  81h.  5oz.  of  roach,  two  fish 
weighing  over  lib.  each  : Mr.  C.  Maxted,  6Ib.  Ooz. ; Mr. 
Pasmore,  51b.  2oz.  ; Mr.  Culpitt,  21b.  lOJoz.,  all  roach. — 
B.  Lo'wther. 

West  London. — Several  rf  our  members  weighed-in 
on  the  24th  and  27th  ult.  The  match  proved  a great 
success,  Mr.  F.  C.  Brittain  weighing-in  as  first  ; Mr. 
Elsmore,  second  ; Mr.  Leaf,  third  ; Mr.  Eamsay,  fourth, 
and  Mr.  E.  Hunter,  fifth.  Next  Thursday  will  be  our 
quarterly  night,  when  subscriptions  are  due. — J.  J. 
Hunter. 

Westminster. — We  fish  our  first  match,  for  the 
silver  challenge  enp  and  four  private  prizes  presented 
by  Messis.  W.  E.  Parsons,  P.  Mar.dry,  G.  Barrett, 
and  Mr.  Pearson’s  prize  for  the  unsuccessful  members 
of  last  season,  on  Sept.  3,  at  Windsor  Lock  Cutting. 
The  member  who  weighs  in  the  heaviest  take  of  fis'a 
(jack  and  eels  barred)  will  he  declared  the  winner  of  the 
silver  challenge  cup  and  Mr.  Barrett’s  gold  stone  pin. 
Start  by  the  8.20  train  from  Vauxhall  Station.  Three 
new  members  have  been  elected.  Messrs.  Cassell, 
Parton,  and  Bellew.  Gentlemen  wishing  to  join  an 
angling  society  should  apply  to  Mr.  Naylor,  Windsor 
Castle,  Francis-street,  Westminster. 

Woolwich  Brothers.— On  Aug.  27  Mr.  F.  A Cress- 
well,  bream  and  roach  ; Mr.  A.  Kiinber,  dace  ; and  Mr. 
J.  E.  How’croft,  bream  and  roach  ; Mr.  E.  Scarborough 
had  a nice  take  of  bream  and  roach,  on  the  17th. 
Messrs.  W.  G.  Northam  and  W.  E.  Mathews  arrived  too 
late  to  weigh-in.  We  have  forwarded  £1  5s.  6d.  to  the 
Skegness  Belief  Fund. — J.  E.  Howcroft. 
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LONDON  BRIDGE  SALMON. 

The  dainty  and  delicate  liah  which  naturally  frequent 
tidal  estnariea  like  that  of  the  Thamea,  but  which  for 
many  years  have  refused  to  enter  its  polluted  waters 
beyond  the  point  at  which  its  rapidly  widening  banks 
are  merged  in  the  coast-line  itaelf,  says  the  Pall  Mall 
Gazette,  are  once  more  ascending  the  river.  Last  year 
it  was  found  that  whitebait,  small  crabs,  shrimps,  and 
other  fish  had  ascended  as  far  as  Gravesend,  and  that 
recently  it  was  reported  that  bona-fide  fishermen  were 
prosecuting  the  summer  shrimp  and  whitebait  fishing 
nine  miles  nearer  to  London,  at  Brith,  where  for  fifteen 
years  it  had  not  been  worth  while  to  throw  a net.  The 
report  was  verified  by  a visit  made  by  the  Chairman  of 
the  Main  Drainage  Committee  of  the  London  County 
Conncil,  and  others  personally  interested  in  the  purifi- 
cation of  the  Thames  ; and  at  their  request  the  white- 
bait  nets  were  drawn  in,  and  a fair  take  of  the  fish 
shown.  A large  canful  iwas  brought  to  Spring  Gardens 
as  practical  evidence  of  the  improvement  of  tlie  water. 
Besides  the  whitebait,  a large  number  of  shrimps  had 
already  been  caught,  and  were  being  boiled  for  the 
market  on  the  boats,  and  small  jelly-fish,  young  crabs, 
and  other  fry  were  found  n the  shrimping-nets.  A por- 
poise was  also  said  to  have  been  seen  in  the  river,  the 
presumption  being  that  it  had  ascended  in  pursuit  of 
fish.  The  utmost  credit  is  due  to  the  Drainage  Com- 
mittee of  the  London  County  Council  for  the  improve- 
ments which  had  already  led  to  such  good  results.  In 
twelve  months  over  two  million  tons  of  sewage  have 
been  shipped  beyond  the  Nore  Light,  ten  thousand  tons 
of  floating  refuse  have  been  cleared  away,  the  liquid 
sewage  has  been  cleansed,  and  the  fish  have  made  haste 
to  profit  by  the  improvement  so  effected.  Judging  by 
the  progress  already  made,  there  is  every  reason  to  hope 
that  the  change  will  be  permanent,  and  the  purification 
of  the  river  yearly  more  complete.  In  that  case,  the 
reappearance  of  the  salmon  above  London  Bridge  is  as 
certain  as  its  disappearance  under  the  old  conditions 
was  inevitable.  Ancient  habit  is  so  strong  in  these 
migratory  fish  that,  though  the  last  salmon  sean  in  the 


Thames  was  caught  in  1833,  they  still  visit  the  mouth  of 
the  polluted  river  to  see  if  a return  to  their  old  home  is 
yet  possible.  ‘'Now  almost  every  year,”  writes  Dr. 
Gunther,  “salmon  and  sea-trout  in  the  grilse  state 
make  their  appearance  at  the  mouth  of  the  Thames 
(where  the  migratory  salmonoids  have  become  extinct 
for  many  years),  ready  to  ascend  and  re-stock  tliis  river 
as  soon  as  its  poisoned  waters  shall  be  sufficiently 
purified  to  allow  them  a passage.”  It  must  be  remem- 
bered, also,  that  salmon  only  require  that  the  lower 
Thames  should  be  sufficiently  wholesome  to  pass 
through,  not  to  live  in  ; and  that  even  the  coals  and 
chemicals  of  Newcastle  do  not  stop  the  ascent  of  the 
Tyne  salmon,  though  lately  the  condition  of  the  water 
has  turned  back  not  a few.  The  present  dirty  and 
wasteful  pollution  of  the  London  river  causes  an  im- 
mense loss  not  only  in  amenity,  hut  in  food.  A dozen 
species  of  wholesome  food-fishes  would  swarm  up  to 
London  Bridge  did  the  state  of  the  water  permit  them. 
At  the  end  of  the  last  century,  the  fishing  in  the  juris- 
diction of  the  City,  which  then  extended  from  Staines 
Bridge  to  the  Medway,  engaged  a large  population  and 
found  food  for  more.  At  the  end  of  the  last  century 
the  fisheries  were  threatened  with  destruction,  not 
from  the  pollution  of  the  water  as  at  present,  but  by 
“illegal”  fishing  and  the  destruction  of  spawn;  and 
regulations  were  made  by  the  Common  Council  “ to 
arrest  and  suppress  the  destructive  practices  of  such  as 
despise,  contemn,  and  trample  under  foot  the  present 
authority  of  the  City  of  London  for  the  conservation  of 
the  Thames.”  The  river,  both  above  and  below  bridges, 
was  then  the  finest  inland  fishery  in  England.  “How 
remarkably  good  its  salmon  ! what  fine  large  flounders, 
smelts,  shads,  trout,  graylin,  perch,  carp,  tench,  barbell, 
chub,  roach,  dace,  gudgeon,  pike,  and  other  fish,  are 
there  caught  above  London  Bridge,”  writes  Robert 
Bennell ; “ Nay,  and  oft-times  a sturgeon,  and  those  of 
considerable  size  ; and  withal,  how  many  kinds  of  salt- 
water fish,  as  bass,  mullets,  turbets,  seals,  dabs,  skates, 
plaice,  whitings,  haddocks,  crabs,  prawns,  buntins,  and 
crawfish,  below  bridge,  even  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  City  of  London.  I venture  to  affirm,”  adds  the  same 


writer,  “ that  there  is  no  river  in  all  Europe  that  is  a 
better  nourisher,oramore  speedy  breeder,  of  its  fish  (par- 
ticularly the  flounder)  than  is  the  Thaines.”  Flounder 
souchet  is  still  a delicacy  of  fish-dinners  at  Greenwich 
but  this,  one  of  the  very  best  of  fishes,  and  of  no  less 
peculiar  excellence  when  found  in  the  Tuames  now  than 
in  the  last  century,  is  so  scarce  that,  where  “ above 
bridges  ” it  was  commonly  taken  and  hawked  about  the 
streets,  it  is  now  unknown  as  an  article  of  food.  For- 
merly, Gravesend  was  the  headquarters  of  the  live  cod 
trade — the  fish  being  left  in  cages  in  the  river,  and 
taken  out  when  wanted  for  the  market.  But  the  fish 
could  no  longer  live  in  Thames  water  after  the  establish- 
ment of  the  sewage  outfalls  at  Barking  and  Crossness, 
and  the  whole  of  this  trade  has  been  transferred  to  Hull 
and  Grimsby.  The  loss  of  this  particular  industry  is  of 
little  moment  compared  with  the  enormous  waste  caused 
by  the  changing  of  the  Thames  into  a kind  of  Dead  Sea 
where  nothing  can  live  ; but  it  is  a sufficient  indication 
of  the  extent  to  which  river  pollution  has  been  carried 
of  late  years.  The  economic  gain  by  the  re-establish- 
ment of  the  Thames  Fishery  is  perhaps  less  important 
than  that  which  would  be  conferred  by  the  conversion 
of  a foul  and  unsightly  tidal  river  into  a wholesome  and 
agreeable  water-way.  But  when  we  consider  that  the 
River  Tay  alone  has  produced  in  one  season  800,0001b. 
weight  of  salmon,  equalling  the  weight  of  18,000  sheep, 
and  exceeding  their  value  by  two-thirds,  the  possibilities 
of  the  restored  Thames  salmon  fishery  alone  are  some-] 
what  striking. 


Sentenced  to  Death.  These  are  the  most  terribly  significant 
three  words  we  have  in  the  English  language.  TUoiisiiniis  of/ 
wretched  creatures,  whose  lives  have  become  forfeite.i  to  the  - 
outraged  laws  of  their  country,  have  heard  them  pronounced  J 
with  feelings  of  sickening  terror.  The  man  who  has  neglected" 
the  most  simple  laws  of  health  feels  that  all  is  indeed  lost,  when 
the  dread  sentence  is  pronounced  bv  the  doctor,  who  has  used  all 
medical  skill  upon  him,  in  vain.  In  the  litter  case,  however,  the 
door  of  hope  has  been  opened,  through  the  medium  of  Holloway's  ' 
Pills  and  Ointment.  They  have  effected  a cure  at  the  last  ^ 
moment,  as  thousands  of  testimonials,  beitig  constantly  received,  ’ 
will  prove. 


LANGHAM  HOTEL, 

PORTLAND  PLACE  and  REGENT  STREET,  LONDON,  W. 

Situated  in  the  most  Fashionable,  Convenient,  and  Healthy  Locality,  near  the  Best  Shops,  &c. 
Artesian  Well  Water.  Electric  Light  throughout. 

Moderate  Tariff.  Table  d’Hote,  6,30  until  8.13. 

Wedding  Receptidns,  pecimental  and  Private  Dinners,  &c. 
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How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 

By  LIVINGSTON  STONE, 


United  States  Deputy  Fish  Commissioner. 
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G-old  Medela. 
PudB,  1878, 
London,  1884 


HEERINQ’S 

ONLY  GENUINE 

COPENHAGEN  CHERRY  BRANDY 

PETER  P.  HEEBING.  _ , 
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London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON,  and  CO.,  Ltd.,  and  all  Booksellers 

ACCIDENTS  OF  TRAVEL 

AND  ALL  OTHER  ACCIDENTS,  INSURED  AGAINST  BY 

THE  RAILWAY  PASSENGERS’  ASSURANCE  COMPANY, 

THE  OLDEST  AND  LARGEST  COMPANY  PROVIDING  FOR 

accidents  of  all  kinds. 

64  CORNHILL,  LONDON. 


JAMES  OGDEN 

28,  WINCHCOMB  STREET,  CHELTENHAM, 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and  Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing 
Tackle.  Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 


JAMES 
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Pric6  Xs  Gd.  free  to  any  address  on  receipt  of  postage 

A CHARMING  OLEOGRAPH 

FEINTED  IN  SIXTEEN  COLOUES,  Entitled— 

“AN  EVENING’S  FISHING” 

The  picture  represents  a brace  or  two  of  Trout  just  caught,  after  the  Original  Painting  by  the  late 
T.  G.  TARGETT.  in  possession  of  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 


LONDON:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  & CO.,  LIMITED. 

ST.  DUNSTAN’S  HOUSE,  FETTEE  LANE,  LONDON,  E.C. 

UHOmOCEAiU 


The  FISHERMAN’S  FRIEND 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

SEASIDE.— An  ACCELERATED  and  IMPROVED  SUMMER  SERVICE  of  FAST 
and  EXPRESS  TRAINS  is  now  running  to  YARMOUTH.  Lowestoft  Cromer.  Southend-on-Sea, 
Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze,  Dovercourt,  Harwich,  Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh,  Southwold,  and 
Hunstantori. 

Tourist,  Fortnightly,  and  Friday  to  Tuesday  Cheap  Tickets  are  issued  by  all  trains  from  London 
(Liverpool-street),  also  from  G.E.  Suburban  Stations  and  ^ew  Cross  (L.B.  and  S.C.)  at  same  fares 
as  from  Livernool-street.  These  cheap  tickets  are  also  issued  from  St.  Pancras  (Midland)  and 
Kentish  Town  to  Hunstanton,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  and  Cromer. 

CHEAP  DAY  TRIPS  to  the  SEASIDE.  Ac. 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA  and  Back,  2s.  6d.,  DAILY  by  Through  FAST  TRAINS  from 
LIVERPOOL  STREET  and  FENCHURCH  STREET.  Cheap  Tickets  also  issued  at  METRO- 
POLITAN LINE  STATIONS,  via  Biahopsgate. 

j CLACTON,  WALTON,  and  HARWICH  and  Back,  4s.  From  Liverpool-street,  on 
I Sundays  at  9.19  a.m.,  and  on  Mondays  at  8.25  a.m. 

BROXBOURNE  and  RYE  HOUSE,  Is.  6d.,  DAILY  from  Liverpool-street,  &c.,  and 
: on  Week-days  only  from  St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town. 

EPPINQ-  FOREST,  Is.,  DAILY  from  Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch-street,  New  Cross 
(L.B.  and  S.C.),  King’s  Cross  (Met.),  Gospel  Oak,  &c. 

For  full  particulars  see  bills. 

London,  August,  1893.  WM.  BIRT,  General  Ma»ager. 

BERTHQN  PORTABLE  FOLDING  BOATS 

FOR  FISHING  OH  SEA,  LAKE,  AND  RIVER. 

No.  1. — Length,  7ft.:  Breadth  (Open), 
3ft.;  Price  £8;  will  Carry  Comfor- 
tably 2 persons. 


1^0  gnat  or  midget  troubles  the  man  who  uses 
Homocea  when  fishing;  where  it  is  they  won’t 
come,  being  aromatic  in  its  odour ; it  is  very  pleasant 
to  use ; and,  if  bitten  by  them,  or  fleas,  or  any  insect,  its 
use  neutralises  the  poison  of  their  sting  at  once. 

For  cuts,  7vounds,  and  bruises  it  has  no  equal,  and  to 
rub  the  muscles  after  a hard  day' s work  is  all  that  is  needed 
to  make  one  feel  fresh  and  comfortable  ; and  for  Sunburn 
it  only  needs  to  be  used  once  to  find  what  a delightful 
remedy  it  is,  so,  when  you  are  off,  remember  a box  of 

HI  O M O C E iL 

Is  as  essential  for  your  comfort  as  your  rod,  reel,  and  fly- 
book  are  for  your  fishing. 

Of  most  Chemists,  or  Free  by  Post  from  the — 

HOMOCEA  CO.,  21,  Hamilton  Square,  BIRKENHEAD. 

PRICE  Is.  Ud.  and  2s.  9d.  PER  BOX. 


No.  2.— Length,  9ft.;  Breadth  (Open), 
4ft  ; Price  £12 ; will  Carry  Comfor- 
tably 3 persons. 


No.  1 Boat  is  complete  with  Pair  of 
Sculls,  Thole  Pms,  and  a Cork  Cushion 
or  Folding  Stool,  according  to  choice. 


No.  2 is  fitted  with 
Pine,  and  Sculls. 


Seats,  Thole 


EXTEAS. 

Mast  and  Sail,  25/-  and  30/-;  Extra 
Cork  Cushions,  7/6;  Wrappers,  2/- 
and  2/6. 


NfAOinCTQN 

7ft.  Bbrthon  Fishino  Boat,  with  Angler  and  Gillie. 

The  Framework  of  the  Berthon  Boat  is  comoosed  of  the  finest 
Canadian  Elm,  with  outer  and  inner  coverings  of  specially-prepared 
canvas.  The  action  of  expanding  the  Boat  fills  the  space  between 
the  outer  and  inner  coverings  with  air.  rendering  the  same  a perfect 
Life-boat.  Itcollapses  or  folds  up  lenuthwavs,  ana  can  be  stowed  away 
In  a space  a few  inches  in  wioth  One  per&on  can  get  the  Berthon 
Boat  ready  for  use  in  a minute,  without  any  previous  instruction. 


FOB  PRICE  LISTS  AND  INFORMATION  APPLY: 

BERTHON  BOAT  COMPANY.  Limited. 

Works:  ROMSEY,  HiAISTTS. 

London  Office:  50,  HOLBORN  VIADUCT,  E.C.,  where 
the  Boats  can  be  seen  daily  between  10  an<i  6 o’clock. 
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GOLD 

MEDAL 


lADERS 


cuaranteedI 


Practical  in  every  detail.  Wear  Guaranteed.  Great  variety  and  largest  stock  in  the  Kingdom. 

WAPilNG  TROUSERS. 

STOCEINGS.  BEOGUES, 


COMBIMATION  WADERS. 

WATERPROOF 

iDwUlW,  FISHING  JACKETS, 


BAGS. 


Send  for  New  Illustrated  Priced  Catalogue,  giving  full  particulars. 


Entered 
Stationers'  Hall. 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON,  & ANDERSON, 

THE  AIMOEERS’  "W ATE R EROOEE H S, 

9 ami  10,  HIGH  STEEET,  BEISTOL. 
8,  QUEEN  STEEET,  CAEDIFP. 
Works— BOW  EOAD,  E, 


37,  Queen  Victoria  Street,  London,  E,C, 
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NOTICE. 


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday, 
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Telegraphic  Address.—"  HIVS AM,  London.’’ 
TELEPHONE  No  2679. 


— mt 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 


SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  9th,  1893. 

A SPECULATION  IN  RAILS. 


By  Val  Conson. 

The  Bournemouth  mail  train  swings  out  of 
Southampton,  and  trickles  slowly  over  the 
marshy  mouth  of  the  Teat.  I am  alone  in  my 
compartment,  sitting  facing  the  window,  open 
to  its  widest  to  admit  every  breath  of  air  that  the 
scorching  August  afternoon  can  give.  Suddenly  I 
feel  a tickling  sensation  running  up  my  neck,  and, 
grabbing  at  my  ear,  I secure  the  culprit,  a little 
green-bodied  caddis  fly,  a third  of  an  inch  long, 
with  a dark  freckled  brown  dun  wing.  Alas, 
poor  little  insect,  she  is  hopelessly  crushed,  and 
it  avails  her  naught  to  give  her  her  freedom. 
Better  put  her  out  of  her  pain  at  once.  But  as  I 
gaze  upon  her,  crumpled  and  dishevelled  in  my 
hand,  “ Grouse  and  Green  ! ” I exclaim  involun- 
tarily, “ Grouse  and  Green  for  a hundred.’’ 

A fortnight  later  I am  away  on  my  holiday  in 
Coquetdale,  with  a dozen  " Dark  Grouse  and 
Green”  in  my  fly-book.  Simplest  of  flies.  Three 
turns  of  a dark  brown  mottled  feather  from  a 
young  grouse,  tied  in  with  green  silk,  well 
waxed,  to  form  the  body.  That  is  all.  Some- 
times the  body  is  made  of  green  floss,  some- 
times dubbed  with  green  wool.  It  is  a matter 
of  fancy. 

It  is  ten  o’clock,  and  the  fish  are  hardly  on  the 
move  yet,  but  I watch  the  eddies  and  the  stones 
for  symptoms  of  a rise  of  fly.  Presently  I find 


a little  Iron  Blue  Dun  on  my  sleeve.  Hint  No.  1. 
What  slmll  1 raomit  next.’'  I look  at  some  of 
the  discarded  dry-fly  patterns  in  my  paj)  for  a 
Wickham  to  lish  wet.  What  is  this  ? A sort  of 
Blue-winged  Olive,  but  finer  in  the  bottom,  and 
smaller  altogether  than  that  fly  as  known  to  me 
on  southern  streams.  Green  well’s  Glory  is  the 
very  thing.  Hint  No.  2.  Finally,  from  the  stone 
on  which  I seat  myself  to  make  up  my  cast,  I 
get  my  third  hint  from  our  little  green-bodied 
friend  trotting  anxiously  on  a tour  of  inspection 
over  the  boulder.  Up  goes  Grouse  and  Green  as 
my  second  dropper,  and  with  Greenwell  at  point 
and  Iron  Blue  as  first  dropper  my  cast  is  com- 
plete. Well  it  served  me,  the  little  green-bodied 
man  with  the  floppy  wings  doing  fully  his  share 
of  the  execution. 

Why  “ man  ” ? Well,  the  bodies  of  most  of  the 
Phryganidm  vary  in  colour  according  to  sex, 
and  1 am  credibly  informed  that  the  green  body 
indicates  the  male  sex. 

This  is  a somewhat  neglectcrl  class  of  fly,  and 
for  my  part  I confess  I have  seldom  seen  the  trout 
taking  ihe  natural  insect,  certainly  never  settling 
down  to  them  in  tte  steady,  solemn,  earnest  way 
in  which  they  settle  to  a good  rise  of  duns.  I 
remember,  however,  a (September  day  on  the 
Tweed  above  Peebles  when  a big  Sedge  with  a 
light  freckled  wing,  well  imitated  by  a light  cock 
pheasant,  wing  of  brownish  shade  rather  than 
grey,  when  the  trout  w’onld  have  nothing  else 
except  that  and  Black  Gnat  all  the  afternoon, 
though  the  Spinner  of  the  August  dun  was 
(lancing  over  the  water  like  a little  red-hot  bar 
of  steel,  and  there  were  other  flies  coming  down. 
A local  dresser  named  Edey  gave  me  an  excellent 
pattern  dressed  wdth  that  wing  and  with  a hare’s 
ear  body  and  cinnamon  hackle,  if  I recollect 
aright ; very  big  and  rough  and  effective,  though 
the  water  was  low. 

I gave  the  residue  of  my  Grouse  and  Green  to  a 
friend,  who  had  good  sport  with  them  next  year 
in  Westmoreland  on  the  becks.  The  soft  hackle 
spider  form  is  the  simplest  way  of  dressing  this 
type  of  fly — and  for  rough  water  is  a very  effective 
dressing,  especially  if  used  as  a dropper — but 
there  are  several  other  ways  of  dressing  the  type 
of  fly.  Theakston  describes  twenty-tivo  species 
of  this  type  of  fly,  but  his  dressings  are  so 
meagrely  described  that  it  is  difficult  to  see  pre- 
cisely what  they  mean.  Probably  he  has  not 
enumerated  a tithe  of  the  insects  of  this  order 
which  haunt  our  English  streams  and  ponds. 

The  scientific  name  of  the  order  is  “ Phry- 
ganidas,”  but  there  are  several  English  names — 
sedges, cinnamons,closewings, rails.  ’■  Sedges”from 
their  haunts,  “ cinnamons  ” because  some  of  them 
are  reputed  to  emit  a faint  cinnamon  smell, 
“ rails  ” because  many  of  them  are  dressed  with 
the  wings  of  water-rail  or  landrail. 

The  most  of  them  have  an  eager,  hurrying, 
scuttling  way  of  getting  over  the  ground,  and  on 
the  water,  which  they  run  on  freely,  they  assist 
their  way  with  a fluttering  motion  which  leaves  a 
distinct  wake  behind  them.  This  appearance  is 
imitated  in  its  wet-fly  form  by  the  spider-dressing 
described  above  used  as  a dropper.  The  winged 
wet- fly  form  presents  no  material  differences  apart 
from  colour  and  the  absence  of  whisks  from  any 
other  winged  wet  fly.  The  final  and  most 
elaborate  form,  as  used  mainly  on  Hampshire 
waters,  is  split-winged,  and  hackled  all  down  the 
body.  The  fluttering  effect  is  thus  obtained  in 
some  perfection. 

The  numbers  of  patterns  of  this  type  which  are 
stored  up  in  the  annals  of  the  past,  and  more  or 
less  forgotten,  must  be  little  short  of  appalling. 
Cotton  describes  several,  though  they  are  not  very 
easy  to  recognize  from  the  descriptions.  I once 
thought  of  classifying  and  identifying  all  the 
patterns,  or  attempting  to  do  so,  but  have  long 
since  given  up  the  idea. 


Messrs.  Woolgar  and  Co.,  Ludgate  Hill. — The 
business  of  Woolgar  and  Co.,  Ludgate  Hill,  better 
known  some  twenty  years  since  than  at  the 
present  time,  is  now  amalgamated  with  ,1.  G. 
Cording  and  Co.,  of  19.  Piccadilly.  Messrs. 
Woolgar  and  Co.  will  be  well  known  to  many 
of  our  readers  on  account  of  the  reputation 
of  their  wading  stockings,  &c..  and  we  need 
not  remark  that  there  is  not  likely  to  be  any 
loss  of  quality  in  the  hands  of  J.  C.  Cording 
and  Co. 


^cotcl)  ^otes. 

By  Mac. 

Mr.  David  Morbay,  practical  angler  and  fish- 
ing tackle  maker,  Brechin,  N.  B.,  writes  : “ Could 
you  procure  for  me,  through  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
amongst  whose  readers  there  are  so  many  autho- 
rities on  the  different  sorts  of  angling,  some  tips 
and  information  about  prawn,  gudgeon,  and  min- 
now rig.s-out  ? Where  to  procure  the  best  prawn, 
gudgeon,  and  minnows  ? I know  the  sort  of 
prawn  tackle  used  on  the  North  and  South  Esks, 
and  which  you  have  seen.  Is  it  the  best,  and 
ought  the  hooks  to  be  painted  red  ? I also  know 
the  gudgeon  and  minnow  tackles,  same  as  you 
were  using  last  year — are  they,  likewise,  the 
best?  It  would  be  interesting  to  have  oftener 
the  opinion  of  readers  of  the  Gazette,  who  are 
authorities,  upon  salmon  and  salmon  angling 
matters.”  


The  Loch  of  Stenness  in  Orkney  has  done 
famously  for  the  last  few  weeks,  the  remarkably 
fine  large  trout  for  which  it  is  noted  having  come 
up  with  a freeness  which  must  have  proved  parti- 
cularly gratifying  to  the  anglers  staying  at  the 
Masons’  Arms  Hotel,  purposely  for  the  capture  of 
the  Stenness  trout.  


Quite  a lot  of  men  and  lads  were  up  before 
Sheriff  Johnstone  in  Stornoway  last  week, 
charged  with  having  set  nets  at  the  mouths  of 
the  Cress  and  Coll  rivers  in  the  Lews.  The  case 
was  clearly  established  against  every  one  of  the 
accused,  and  fines,  varying  from  £3  to  lOs.,  with 
30s.  of  expenses,  were  ordered  to  be  paid. 


On  the  waters  fished  from  Scourie  Hotel  in 
Sutherlandshire,  the  sport  with  sea-trout  con- 
tinues to  keep  up  remarkably  well.  Last  week 
the  Duart  More  gave  some  grand  baskets. 

Monday  week  a Liverpool  gentleman,  fishing 
Stenness,  had  the  noteworthy  take  of  281b. — a 
sea-trout  weighing  81b.,  and  ten  loch  trout,  201b. 

In  sport  with  salmon  and  grilse,  the  River 
Awe,  Argyleshire,  has  done  a good  deal  better  of 
late.  Of  course,  through  the  netting  now  being 
off,  the  chances  of  the  rods  are  greatly  enhanced. 

The  sport  on  Loch  Rannoch  is  still  equivalent 
to  from  twelve  to  eighteen  good  trout  daily.  On 
this  grand  sheet  of  water  the  trouting  keeps  up 
until  very  late  over  in  the  season. 

Under  most  auspicious  atmospheric  conditions 
the  annual  competition  on  Loch  Leven  for  the 
Patron’s  Prize  came  off  on  Friday  of  last  week, 
when  from  a dozen  other  competitors,  all  prize- 
takers  of  the  club  during  the  past  season,  Mr. 
P.  D.  Malloch,  fishing  tackle  maker,  Perth,  with 
a few  pounds  to  spare,  pulled  off  the  honours 
with  sixteen  trout,  131b.  4oz. 


Wholly  apart  from  the  fact  that  it  is  just  on 
the  eve  of  closing,  the  rod  seasiin  or  time  for 
sport  to  anglers  gets  about  this  date  to  be 
practically  at  an  end  on  Helmsdale,  Borgie, 
Naver,  and  Thurso,  the  celebrated  early  angling 
streams  in  the  “ far  north”  of  Scotland. 


The  netting  season  ends  to-day  in  the  districts 
of  the  latest  closing  Ayrshire  rivers;  of  Ugie 
and  Ythan  in  Aberdeenshire  ; of  Fleet  in  Suther- 
landshire ; of  Fleet  in  Kirkcudbrightshire;  of 
Annan,  Nith,  and  Urr  of  the  Solway  ; and  of  the 
islands,  classed  late,  of  the  counties  of  Argyle 
and  Inverness.  Tweed  s netting  season  ends  for 
the  year  on  Thursday  next,  and  high  time  to  it. 

Since  the  rainfall  became  more  copious,  sea- 
trout  ha^e  readily  pushed  forward  to  inland 
waters,  where  now  they  are  in  great  abundance. 
Loch  Stack  has  yielded  splendidly,  and  Loch 
More  remarkahly  for  its  repu  ation,  while  from 
Loch  IIo])e  como  reports  of  baske  s of  sea-trout 
which  most  anglers  would  incline  to  call  pro- 
digious. IndeeL  although  somewhat  later  than 
usual  in  coming,  the  sport  with  sea-trout  has 
pretty  much-  all  round  proved  better  than  an 
average  season’s.  This  anglers  have  experienced 
on  the  bulk  of  the  rivers  and  lochs  of  the  Isles, 
and  of  the  west  and  north-west  of  Scotland. 
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In  Aberdeenshire,  there  are,  in  addition  to  the 
main  rivers,  a numljer  of  nice  little  sea-trout 
streams  that  yield  amazing  baskets  to  the 
“ worraer  ” in  a fining  down  water,  late  in  Se]>- 
teraber  and  during  October.  Of  these — and 
whereon  the  fishing  is  absolutely  free — I may 
mention  Ebrie,  Bronie,  Blackwater,  Cruden, 
Philorth,  and  Kin  Edar. 

A CORRESPONDENT  who  has  a wide  knowledge 
of  the  autumn  salmon  rivers  of  Scotland  and 
their  rod  fishing  and  sea  and  river  netting, 
writes : “ Up  to  the  beginning  of  the  present 
week  there  has  been  no  great  strength  of  a run 
of  the  heavy  back-end  salmon  in  any  one  of  the 
rivers  of  the  east  coast  of  Scotland.  In  several, 
however,  there  came  away  with  the  freshets  of 
last  week  a few  good  shots,  as  the  netters  would 
term  it,  but,  except  on  Spey  and  Tay,  little  com- 
paratively has  yet  been  done  by  anglers,  who  have 
not  come  forward  for  the  fishing  in  numbers  to 
occupy  well  the  beats  on  any  save  those  two 
rivers  mentioned.  On  the  whole,  although 
drawing  waters  have  not  been  wanting,  the 
weather  has  been  too  fine  to  give  fish  much  en- 
couragement to  push  inland.  Near  the  mouths 
of  the  rivers  and  in  the  coast  bays,  they,  however, 
have  been  showing  well,  indeed  so  well  as  to 
indicate  to  those  versed  in  the  matter  that  they 
are  forward  in  the  inshore  waters  in  fairly  good 
numbers  for  this  early  time  of  the  autumn  ; but 
before  they  will  run  the  rivers  really  well,  and 
also  take  well,  there  must  come  a decided  change 
of  the  weather  for  the  colder  and  breezier. 
Generally  speaking,  it  is  seldom  indeed  that  the 
rivers  show  such  good  colour  and  volume  so 
soon  after  the  termination  of  the  netting.  This, 
therefore,  ought  to  bring  on  the  angling  un- 
usually early,  if  only  such  a change  as  I have 
indicated  should  come  about  soon.” 


A PRiEND,  whose  knowledge  and  experience  of 
Scotch  east  coast  rivers  cannot  have  been  short 
of  a quarter  of  a century,  during  which  he  has 
fished  at  all  seasons,  states  that  he  considers  the 
following  flies  the  best  range  the  angler  can  have 
for  sea-trout  and  finnock : — Silver  and  Teal. 
Green  and  Teal,  Red  and  Teal,  Claret  and 
Mallard,  Quill  Gnat,  Olive  Quill,  Wickham’s 
Fancy,  Lord  Saltoun,  Golden  Wasp,  Hare  Lug, 
Bumble  Bee,  Badger,  and  March  Brown,  with, 
when  three  flies  are  used,  a brown  or  a black 
hackle  for  top  dropper. 


Many  rivers  have  great  numbers  of  delayed 
fish — delayed  owing  to  drought,  or  to  the  nets 
frightening  them  off  the  coast  during  _/iwe  seas  in 
summer — ascending  them  with  the  autumn  floods, 
but  clearly  such  fish,  ugly  in  shape,  uglier  in 
colour,  and  almost  at  the  spawning,  are  not 
autumn  fish,  and  do  not  afford  anything  like  the 
sport  that  anglers  accustomed  to  true  autumn 
salmon  look  for. 


Many  anglers  are  looking  forward  to  enjoying 
grand  sport  on  the  Ythan  tidal,  which  is  the 
most  celebrated  estuarial  sea-trout  and  finnock 
fishing  water  in  Al>erdeenshire,  or,  indeed,  in  the 
whole  east  coast  of  Scotland.  On  it  spinning, 
trolling,  creeper  and  fly-fishing,  all  prove  nailing 
methods  of  capture,  and  the  next  few  weeks  are 
invariably  the  best  time  of  the  whole  season. 
Anglers  intending  to  give  this  fishery  a trial 
ought  to  be  forward,  and  have  it  done  before  the 
commencement  of  the  October  floods. 


Loch  Awe  is  daily  getting  better  stocked  with 
salmon  and  grilse,  which,  now  that  the  water  is 
ample  and  there  is  no  netting  to  hold  them  back, 
are  freely  pushing  forward  up  the  River  Awe. 
At  last,  anglers  out  from  hotels  on  the  loch-side 
may  count  with  certainty  on  tolerably  good 
sport.  


So  late  over  as  this,  no  angler  need  think  of 
beginning  to  look  out  for  a good  bit  of  autumn 
salmon  water  to  rent  for  the  present  year.  On 
every  river  every  beat  was  S7iappit  uj)  long  ago, 
like  as  the  good  days  were  snappit  up  by  the 
Sawbath.  I marvel  at  the  apathy  of  anglers 
in  not  bestirring  themselves  one  bit  to  get  more 
salmon  water  made  better.  So  long  as  good 
salmon  water  is  so  limited,  so  long  will  there  be 
vast  numbers  of  disappointed  wonld-be  tenants. 


The  wrinkle  I give  to  anglers  who  desire  to 
be  tenants  of  good  fishings,  is  to  look  out  quite 
a year  beforehand.  From  the  immense  number 
of  inquiries  I receive,  I infer  the  impression 
widely  prevails  that  I am  a fishery  trafficking 
agent,  or  dabbler  in  the  letting  of  fishings.  No 
doubt  it  would  pay  me  to  take  up  this  line  of 
business ; but  though  my  connection  is  closely 
and  constantly  with  £ s.  d.,  I would  have  all 
readers  of  the  Gazette  clearly  understand  that 
it  is  not  in  fishery -letting  matters,  in  wLich  I have 
no  pecuniary  interest  whatever,  save  in  laying 
out  on  a bit  of  water  for  myself  occasionally.  I 
never,  however,  grudge  giving  my  best  advice 
gratis,  and  to  those  who  are  explicit  about  what 
they  want — cheerfully. 


Every  main  river  of  Scotland,  between  the 
Tweed  in  the  south,  and  the  Ness  in  the  north, 
that  has  a run  of  over  twenty  miles,  has  a distinct 
and  pronounced  run  of  autumn  salmon.  Several 
tributaries  likewise  have  the  same.  In  Tay  and 
Spey,  the  run  acquires  strength  earliest.  The 
Ness,  however,  is  earlier  than  either,  but  its  best 
fishing  time  ma}'  be  called  a late  summer  and 
early  autumn  season. 


Parties  coming  north  to  fish  out  the  back-end 
on  hotel,  ticket,  permit,  or  public  waters  ought 
to  be  provided  with  a I2ft.  to  14ft.  rod  tor  sea- 
trout  and  finnock,  and  a 16ft.  to  18ft.  rod  for 
salmon  and  grilse.  A spinning  rod  also  would 
come  in  handy,  and  might  often  prove  of  gre.it 
service.  Those  who  mean  to  fish  salmon  and 
grilse  in  real  earnest  ought  decidedly  to  secure 
the  services  of  expert  fishermen  who  are 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  water.  Without 
being  thus  provided  with  an  index,  the  entire 
stranger  is  sure  to  lose  a vast  deal  of  time  before 
he  finds  out  the  best  lures  and  understands  the 
best  catches.  


For  small  salmon  and  grilse,  the  angling 
season  on  the  well-cared-for  and  splendid  yielding 
rivers  of  the  Lews,  which  now  has  about  run  its 
course,  has  proved  far  from  so  good  as  it  was  in 
different  j ears  but  shortly  gone  by. 


Through  the  rain  having  been  so  long  in  coming 
in  sufficient  abundance,  this  year’s  salmon  and 
grilse  season  to  the  rods  on  the  Lochy  and  Spean 
has  proved  exceptionally  poor  for  such  usually 
splendid  yielding  fisheries.  At  the  right  time 
the  grilse  did  not  come  forward  in  half  the  usual 
numbers.  Most  years  the  Lochy  early  summer 
salmon  fishing  is  the  best  in  Scotland.  In  June, 
for  the  first  fortnight,  the  only  really  good 
salmon  angling  obtained  in  Scotland  was  that  had 
on  reaches  of  the  Dee  by  wobbling  the  big  par 
and  travelling  the  prawn. 


Sea  fishing  by  rod  off  the  rocks  along  the 
coast  between  Aberdeen  and  Stonehaven  is 
proving  an  immense  success.  Baskets  are  often 
made  running  as  high  as  between  501b.  and  601b. 


During  the  past  season  the  Harbour  Commis- 
sioners of  Aberdeen  have  sold  94,7001b.  of 
salmon,  trout,  and  grilse,  as  compared  with 
140,0001b.  last  year.  The  amount  realised  was 
£6900,  a decrease  of  £1900  on  last  year,  when 
the  prices  that  ruled  were  considerably  lower. 
The  putting  of  the  fish  up  to  auction  in  the  local 
fish  market  has  proved  a complete  success.  If 
the  whole  of  the  season’s  fish  had  been  sent  to 
London  there  w'ould  have  been  a loss  of  £400  to 
the  Commissioners. 


The  full  report  of  the  Police  Committee  of 
the  Tweed  Commissioners,  which  was  presented 
at  the  annual  meeting,  on  Monday,  has  been 
published.  It  contains  statements  of  the  pro- 
tection expenses  incurred  during  the  year,  the 
illegal  fishing  that  has  taken  place,  the  nets  and 
fish  that  have  been  seized,  the  prosecutions  that 
have  been  undertaken,  the  ova  grants  and  fish 
culture,  the  salmon  disease,  and  other  matters 
coming  under  the  scope  of  the  Tweed  Act. 


Except  on  Loch  Ness,  where  quite  a lot  of  very 
large  trout  are  being  got  by  trolling,  the  fishing 
in  the  central  districts  of  Inverness-shire  is  not 
of  much  account  in  the  meantime. 


I HEAR  that  “ the  net  fishing  of  the  Esks  in 
Forfarshire,  which  is  now  finished  for  the  year, 
has  proved  remunerative  as  regards  salmon,  buD 
very  backward  as  regards  grilse.  From  Mont- 
rose bay  district  nets,  all  put  together,  the  yield 
of  grilse  is  said  to  be  13,000  short  of  last  year. 
Anglers  are  now  looking  forward  to  capital 
finnock  fishing,  and  great  doings  with  the 
autumn  salmon.  The  North  Esk  just  now  has  a 
.splendid  mouth  for  salmon  coming  in,  and  there 
is  not  a single  trace  of  diseased  fish  about  her. 
The  finnock  fishing  kept  up  well  to  the  end  cf 
August,  but  there  is  now  much  need  of  a flood  to 
clean  out  the  river  and  stock  her  with  fresh-run 
fish. 


The  championship  of  Loch  Leven  was  decided 
on  Saturday,  when  thirty-one  anglers,  the  cham- 
pions of  their  respective  clubs,  were  forward 
competing.  Mr.  R.  P.  Wilson,  of  the  Fifeshire 
Club,  gained  the  prize  and  title  of  champion  with 
seven  trout,  111b.  8^oz  ; Mr.  AVilliam  Macpher- 
son,  of  the  Clydesdale  Club,  Glasgow,  who  had 
the  largest  number  of  trout,  secured  the  second 
heaviest  basket — fifteen  trout,  101b.  4loz.  It 
was  hard  lines  on  Mac  that  his  trout  were  not 
a better  weight.  Several  crack  hands  had  not 
even  a “ look  in”  for  the  much-coveted  prize 
and  honour. 


Johnnie  Sutherland  reports  : “ That  sport  on 
the  Durness  brown  trout  and  sea-trout  waters 
was  backward  last  week  through  the  weather 
being  so  very  wet ; that  there  was  much  too  great 
a volume  of  water  for  the  river  and  in  the  sea 
pools  ; that  the  stream  tides  enabled  a splendid 
head  of  larue  sea-trout  to  get  into  Loch  Sean  ; 
that  sport  on  this  loch,  however,  was  not  much 
worth,  and  that  it  was  not  expected  to  be  good  for 
a few  days  until  the  fish  got  a bit  settled.” 
Johnnie  adds  that  the  best  time  for  both  Cross- 
puill  and  Sean  is  just  at  hand,  but  that,  instead 
of  calm  wet  weather,  half  a gale  is  needed  to  make 
the  trout  come  up  readily  to  the  fly  on  these 
celebrated  lochs. 


“ The  Tay,”  writes  a correspondent,  “ has 
again  run  down  very  low,  and  consequently  there 
is  not  much  of  a stirring  nature  doing  yet.  Not- 
withstanding, a few  good  fish  have  been  got,  with 
some  grilse  besides.  Sir  John  Millais  had  the 
best  weight  that  I have  heard  of — a beauty  of  an 
autumn  salmon  scaling  321b.  Three  or  four 
fish,  all  grilse,  have  been  got  on  the  open  water 
at  Perth,  from  the  Friarton  and  Hole  catches, 
with  the  worm.  At  present  the  usual  flies  for 
early  autumn,  i.e.,  Black  Dog,  Jock  Scott,  Dusty 
Miller,  Wasps,  and  Olives  are  the  favourites,  the 
latter  especially  suiting  the  low  water ; but  if  we 
do  not  get  a rise  of  the  river  soon,  the  prawn  and 
the  worm  will  be  the  only  lures  of  much  use. 
On  the  Earn  practically  nothing  is  doing,  that 
river’s  very  low  state  being  utterly  against  sport. 
I am  of  opinion  that  there  are  not  very  many 
fish  about  just  yet,  but  fresh  comers  are 
anxiously  looked  for  by  Johnny,  Tam  Pirie, 
and  other  great  boys  here.” 


Mr.  a.  B.  Grant,  of  the  Gordon  Arms,  Huntly, 
writes:  “The  prospect  of  the  autumn  angling 
on  the  Deveron  is  good.  A large  number  of  fish 
have  reached  the  upper  waters,  but  since  they 
came  they,  through  the  river’s  unfavourable  ply, 
have  been  extremely  stiff  to  rise.  I hear  that 
there  are  also  lots  of  sea-trout  already  forward  ; so 
with  weather  favourable,  good  sport  will  no  doubt 
be  got.  There  have  been  three  watchers  during 
the  summer  on  the  lengths  of  Deveron  here  that 
the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  throws  open 
to  anglers.  The  Fishery  Board  have  paid  two, 
and  the  Protection  Association  one  of  the 
watchers.  A strong  pull  will  be  made  to  watch 
the  water  thoroughly  while  the  autumn  salmon 
angling  season  is  proceeding.  That  satisfactorily 
managed,  the  sport  will  be  worth  anyone  coming  a 
long  distance  for.  Weather  meantime  beautifully 
fine,  and  the  river  too  much  run  out.” 


Mr.  David  Murray,  fishing  tackle  maker, 
Brechin,  himself  a practical  and  lujhly  success- 
ful angler,  gives  the  following  interesting  tips, 
which  ought  to  be  very  useful  to  anglers  going 
after  the  great  salmon  of  the  North  Esk  and 
South  Esk  during  the  back-end : “ It  is  grand 
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that  we  liave  the  prospect  of  beginning  our 
autumn  salmon  angling  without  there  hoing  a 
trace  of  salmon  dise.ase  in  either  of  the  rivers. 
Already  there  are  anglers  who  have  arrived, 
hut  till  the  hoods  come  to  their  assistance,  rods, 
reels,  lines,  flies,  phantoms,  gaffs — nothing,  not 
even  whiskey,  will  avail  them  one  iota.  In  the 
j)Ools  near  the  sea  salmon  of  large  size  are 
gambolling  about,  waiting  an  opportunity  for  a 
pass  up  river,  when  they  will  by  and  by  set  a- 
whirring  the  wheel  of  the  lucky  angler  who  gets 
a hand.  I consider  the  surest  killers  in  flies — 
t he  premier  ])lace  I give  the  Member,  the  Silver 
Gray  I put  next,  although  T still  think  that  the 
Silver  Doctor  can  hold  its  own.  Jock  Scott 
speaks  for  himself,  as  every  Scotsman  can,  or 
ought  to.  Thunder  and  Lightning  never  fails 
when  fish  can  he  caught  with  fly.  The  Red 
Rover  and  Dusty  Miller  are  two  capital  old 
favourites  that  have  won  innumerable  laurels  in 
the  past.  The  two  best  plain  flies  are  Blue  Wasp 
and  Bumble  Bee.  Phantom,  Angel,  Devon, 
gudgeon,  prawn,  and  minnow  are  all  useful  from 
time  to  time,  but  chief  reliance  is  to  be  placed  in 
a suitable  selection  of  flies  (as  mentioned)  of 
various  sizes  to  suit  the  different  states  of  the 
water.”  Those  who  want  to  know  should  go  to 
the  pools  below  the  dykes,  about  the  end  of  the 
season,  to  see  the  deadliest  fly  of  ail,  the 
Grapplesaul,  at  work. 


Sport  on  the  Esk,  Dumfriesshire,  keeps  up 
pretty  well,  considering  that  the  water  has  run 
down  rather  low.  An  odd  salmon  or  grilse  is 
picked  out  here  and  there  with  bait,  while  two  or 
three  sea-trout,  with  twice  as  many  herling,  make 
up  about  the  best  baskets  recorded. 


Some  anglers  out  from  Forsinard  Hotel,  in 
Sutherlandshire,  are  running  up  baskets  of  trout 
from  the  lochs,  of  l3lb.,  151b.,  and  161b.  in  the  day. 


On  Loch  Leven  the  angling  came  to  an  end  for 
another  year  on  Monday  last  with  that  annual 
event,  the  boatmen’s  competition,  in  which  forty- 
three  boatmen  took  part.  C.  Duncan,  with  eleven 
trout,  131b  6oz.,  took  the  first  prize,  as  also 
every  one  of  the  three  extra  prizes. 


Of  late,  some  anglers  have  made  very  good 
takes  of  sea-trout  on  Loch  Lomond. 


Here  is  surely  a chance,  in  these  times  when 
nearly  all  round  the  angling  is  so  poor.  1 see 
it  stated  that,  “On  the  Invercauld  Hotel  waters, 
at  Ballater,  Mr.  Maegregor  and  party  have 
scarcely  had  a day  blank,  and  on  some  days  two 
and  three  salmon,  scaling  from  61b.  to  101b., 
with  numerous  nice  grilse  scaling  up  to  51b.” 


A SPLENDID  trout,  of  61b.  weight,  was  caught 
on  the  River  Tummel  recently. 


MR.  SAMUEL  ALLCOCK  IN  SAN 
FRANCISCO. 


(From  the  Snn  Francisco  Chronicle,  Aug.  19). 

“ Samuel  Allcock,  of  Redditch,  England,  arrived 
in  this  city  yesterday  morning,  and  is  the  guest 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  T.  Allen.  The  name  of  Mr. 
Allcock  is  a familiar  one  among  anglers  in  all 
parts  of  the  world.  He  will  remain  in  this  city 
until  Monday,  when  he  will  leave  in  order  to 
reach  his  factory  in  Spain  by  October  1.  Mr. 
Allcock’s  principal  factory  is  at  Redditch,  but  he 
maintains  important  branches  in  other  countries. 
Although  a man  of  great  wealth,  it  is  Mr.  All- 
cock’s chief  boast  that  he  is  wholly  a self-made 
man.  He  made  his  start  at  the  age  of  twenty 
without  a cent,  and  has  built  up  his  present  vast 
business  by  his  own  personal  effort. 

“ Mr.  Allcock,  now  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years, 
is  a perfect  picture  of  health  and  manly  vigour. 
He  points  with  pride  to  the  fact  that  he  is  the 
father  of  five  children  and  the  grandfather  of 
eleven  grandchildren.  His  youngest  child  is 
twenty-eight  years  old,  and  the  youngest  grand- 
child has  just  emerged  from  her  sixteenth  year. 
Mr.  Allcock  is  prominent  in  the  public  affairs 
of  Redditch.  He  has  served  as  a member  of  the 
County  Council,  and  has  been  repeatedly  urged 
10  stand  for  Parliament.” 


DRY  FLY  FISHING  IN  THEORY 
AND  PRACTICE. 


By  R.  S.  R. 

Here  is  the  theory : — A lovely  chalk  stream, 
water  as  clear  as  crystal,  no  end  of  trout ; you 
gently  wade  into  the  water,  or,  if  it  is  too  deep 
for  that,  you  watch  the  river  at  a respectful 
distance  from  the  bank,  always  looking  up 
stream ; presently  you  see  a fish  rise ; you  steal, 
oh  so  quietly,  within  casting  distance;  you  give 
out  line,  flipping  your  rod  to  and  fro,  till 
you  have  got  out  the  exact  length  ; then  you  cast 
with  the  utmost  precision  ; the  line  stretches  out 
to  the  furthest  end  of  the  furthe.st  link  of  gut,  the 
fly  lights  as  gently  as  a thistle-down  a couple  of 
feet  or  so  above  the  trout’s  nose,  and  floats  down 
with  its  wings  cocked  up  right  over  the  fish  ; he 
rises  and  has  it,  and  you  have  him.  Or  if  he 
refuses  you  don’t  blame  yourself  in  the  very 
least,  you  just  blame  the  fly  ; after  two  or  three 
casts  you  take  it  off  and  change  it  and  then  try 
again  ; great  is  the  influence  of  a changed  fly,  it 
takes  in  the  most  wily  fish ; now  he  is  yours,  you 
give  him  his  quietus,  slip  him  into  your  basket, 
and  on  you  go  again  ; this  is  the  theory. 

Now  for  the  practice First  we  will  suppose  the 
fisher  to  be  of  necessity  on  the  bank,  the  water  is 
too  deep  to  wade;  there  is  a hatch  on  his  own 
side,  the  water  rushing  down  it,  and  just  above 
the  hatch  a good  fish  rising  freely  ; the  fisher  can 
cast,  say,  twenty  yards ; he  creeps  up  along  the 
bank,  kneels  on  one  knee,  gets  out  his  line  and 
casts  ; the  fly  falls  just  a little  short.  I won’t  say 
whether  a trout  can  see  behind  him  or  not,  I 
believe  he  can,  but  this  trout  is  not  going  to  turn 
round  to  take  a fly  however  bright  with  yellow 
and  gold,  not  he  ; The  fisher  flicks  his  fly  off  the 
^ater— so  easy,  is  it  not  P Just  below  that  hatch 
tall  rushes  fringe  the  bank,  their  dark  green 
relieved  here  and  there  by  the  yellow  of  the 
sturdy  iris ; into  or  round  one  of  these  the  fly 
hitches  firmly.  Now  what  is  your  fisher  going  to 
do ; break  his  cast,  or  crawl  on  his  hands  and 
knees  on  a slushy  bank  for  some  fifteen  yards  to 
recover  his  fly,  and  then  crawl  back  in  the  same 
ignominious  fashion  P He  is  a man  who  has  a 
soul  above  casts ; so  he  pulls  on  his  tackle,  and 
only  loses  his  fly  after  all ; he  soon  ties  on  another, 
and  now  over  the  fish  he  goes  ; but  there  is  a drag 
on  the  fly  ; the  water  rushing  down  that  hatch 
catches  the  line  and  makes  the  fly  swerve  from 
the  direction  a natural  one  would  take ; the  fish 
perceives  this  and  won’t  have  it ; the  fisher  tries 
again  and  again,  but  no.  At  last  the  fly  falls  more 
like  a bullet  than  a fly  just  before  the  fish,  and  he 
turns  tail  and  sulks ; in  other  words  he  has  been 
put  down;  it  will  take  some  time  before  he 
ventures  to  rise  again. 

We  will  go  further  up  stream.  How  shallow  the 
water  looks ; so  clear  you  can  see  every  liHle 
stone  in  the  gravel  at  the  bottom;  here  your 
fisher  can  wade,  so  into  the  water  he  goes.  Away 
from  him,  up  stream  and  down,  . rush  the  frightened 
fish ; what  a stampede  ! There  was  a fish  rising 
about  fifteen  yards  above,  he  rises  no  more;  a 
scared  trout  has  rushed  in  his  direction,  and  has 
given  him  the  tip  that  there  is  danger  behind, 
and  from  the  spot  where  be  was  rising  the  fisher 
sees,  to  bis  disgust,  a moving  wave,  which  marks 
the  track  of  that  retreating  trout.  He  stands 
quite  still  and  waits,  and  by-and-bye  confidence 
returns ; there  is  a rise,  and  there  another ; out 
goes  the  line  ; it  must  be  an  extra  long  one  this 
time;  backwards  and  forwards  it  goes,  and  as 
the  fisher  makes  his  final  effort  there  is  an 
ominous  crack  behind  him,  his  fly  has  gone.  In 
order  to  save  time,  instead  of  reeling  up,  he 
gathers  up  the  line  with  his  left  hand,  arranging 
ft  in  little  folds  in  his  right,  until  he  has  hold  of 
the  end  of  his  cast,  then  drops  the  line  into  the 
water  so  as  to  have  both  hands  free,  and  ties  on 
another  fly  ; there  has  been  a curious  pull  on  his 
line  tor  some  little  time;  as  he  tries  to  get  it  out 
again  he  finds  that  all  those  little  coils  he  made 
so  neatly  and  then  dropped  into  the  river  have 
got  into  a most  effective  tangle,  and  are  mixed 
with  a fair  quantity  of  floating  weed ; all  this 
time  the  fish  are  rising  persistertly  ; still,  patience 
will  undo  a tangle,  only  moments  are  preciou.s, 
for  at  any  time  the  rise  may  cease.  “ Oh,  Mr.  B., 
I have  been  looking  everywhere  for  you;”  this 
from  the  bank.  Our  fisher  turns  round,  politeness 
compels  him  to  raise  his  cap,  for  it  is  a lady  who 


speaks ; the  (luestions  soon  begin  ; “ How  have 
you  got  on  P ” “ How  cold  you  must  be  in  the 

water!”  (it  is  a blazing  bot  day).  “Was  that  a 
fish  that  jumped  then  P ” “Oh!  are  you  trying 
for  it  P Do  catch  it,  I should  so  like  to  see  you 
catch  it.”  “Yon  don’t  mind  Tiny,  do  you  P ” 
Tiny  is  a beast  of  a white  terrier,  very  well  in  a 
drawing-room  at  afternoon  tea,  when  he  begs  for 
bits  of  bread  and  butter,  but  (juite  out  of  place  by 
a river.  “ Come  here.  Tiny,  you  naughty  dog ; ” 
but  Tiny  has  a nose  for  water-rats ; not  that  he 
ever  caught  one,  but  I suppose  he  hopes  he  will 
some  day;  so  up  and  down  the  river  bank  he 
rushes,  and  to  his  great  delight  scares  a water 
hen  off  her  nest,  which  files,  paddling  with  its 
feet,  over  the  very  place  where  the  fish  was  rising. 
Tiny  jumps  into  the  river  and  swims  upon  its 
track  barking  like  mad. 

Our  fisher  does  not  lose  his  politeness ; fly- 
fishers  are  always  polite ; he  does  not  even  make 
use  of  an  inward  objurgation,  but  he  turns  some- 
what disconsolately  towards  the  bank  and  pro- 
ceeds to  wade  ashore,  letting  his  line  drag  in  the 
water  below  him;  suddenly  he  feels  a tug,  he 
lifts  the  point  of  his  rod,  he  is  into  a fish ; his 
fair  companion  and  Tiny,  who  has  given  up  the 
water  hen,  show  unwonted  excitement ; at  length 
he  nets  it ; three-quarters  of  a pound ; how  it 
glistens  in  the  sun  ; Tiny  barks  at  it  with  all  his 
might,  while  his  fair  mistress  observes  : “ I am 
so  glad,  Mr.  B.,  that  I have  brought  you  luck.” 
Luck  it  was,  some  fishers  would  call  it  a fluke ; 
at  any  rate  it  was  not  caught  with  a dry  fly. 


ON  THE  BANKS  OF  THE  EDEN. 


By  an  Angler’s  Wife. 

Very  often,  when  listening  to  the  conversation 
of  my  husband  and  bis  many  angling  friends,  I 
had  heard  them  speak  in  terms  of  the  greatest 
admiration  of  the  beauties  of  the  valley  of  Eden, 
consequently,  when  an  invitation  to  fish  that 
river  recently  arrived,  I persuaded  my  husband 
to  allow  me  to  accompany  him  on  the  expe- 
dition. On  the  afternoon  of  the  long-looked-for 
“twelfth”  we  left  a busy  manufacturing  town 
in  Y'orkshire,  and  at  7.30  p.m.  found  ourselve-s 
on  the  flower-decked  platform  of  Armathwaite 
station.  During  the  railway  journey  between 
Appleby  and  our  destination,  M.  had  pointed 
out  many  beautiful  pieces  of  river  scenery, 
including  the  “ meeting  of  the  waters  ” and 
the  rocky  gorges  of  Barren  Wood,  and  I 
quite  agreed  with  him  in  his  praise  of  the 
district. 

Armathwaite  station  is  situated  at  a great 
elevation  above  the  village,  which  nestles  amongst 
the  foliage  below.  A winding  road  leads  down 
to  the  bridge  over  the  river,  then  a long  avenue 
of  trees,  at  the  end  of  which  the  Red  Lion  Hotel, 
which  was  to  be  our  abiding-place,  stands  in  a 
trim  little  garden.  A trap  had  been  sent  to 
meet  us,  and  on  our  arrival  at  the  inn  we  were 
met  with  a hearty  welcome  and  a substantial 
meat  tea.  It  is  seldom  that  we  are  favoured  in 
this  fickle  climate  of  ours  with  such  a glorious 
summer  as  this  present  one  has  been,  although  I 
gather  from  the  remarks  of  anglers  that  it  has 
not  been  favourable  to  their  interests.  The 
evening  of  the  twelfth”  was  most  lovely,  the 
air  sofD  and  balmy,  and  as  we  sat  on  the  little 
rustic  bench  outside  the  inn  door,  the  silver  rays 
of  the  harvest  moon  gleaming  throus'h  the  green 
leaves  overhead  formed  a truly  Arcadian  picturei. 
Afterwards,  strolling  to  the  bridge,  we  gazed 
long  and  admiringly  on  the  peaceful  river  flowing 
placidly  along  under  the  rays  of  the  moonlight. 
The  next  day  being  Sunday,  and  as  there  was  no 
service  in  the  little  village  church  until  afternoon, 
we  determined  after  l)reakfast  to  explore  the 
leafy  glades  of  Combe  Wood,  which  is  situated  ^ 
above  a large  weir,  known  as  Armathwaite  Bay, 
and  which  forms  the  first  serious  obstruction  to 
the  progress  of  the  salmon  to  the  upper  waters 
of  the  Eden.  Proceeding  along  a shady  lane 
behind  the  hotel,  we  crossed  a verdant  holme, 
where  the  rabbits  were  scuttling  amongst  the 
bracken,  and  then,  following  a winding  path,  we 
arrived  at  a rustic  seat  placed  under  the  shadow 
of  a projecting  rock,  and  affording  a picturesque 
view  of  the  river  below.  Here,  after  a prelimi- 
nary examination  of  the  descent  to  the  path 
below,  M.  informed  me  that  I could  go  no  further, 
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it  being  too  precipitous ; so  comfortably  settling 
myself  on  the  seat  with  Marie  Corelli’s  latest 
novel,  I watched  M.  scramble  down  a series  of 
rude  steps  cut  in  the  side  of  the  rock,  until  he 
disappeared  in  the  leafy  shade  below.  Here  I 
remained  for  an  hour  or  rao>c,  as  n u'''li  alone 
save  for  the  song  of  the  bir  ds  and  the  chir  p of 
the  grasshoppers  as  if  I had  been  on  a desert 
island. 

A “ coo-e  ” from  below  roused  me  with  a start 
I answered  the  cry,  and  five  minutes  later  M. 
rejoined  me  on  the  seat,  and  immediately  com- 
menced a recital  of  all  he  had  seen.  “ I do  wish 
you  could  have  gone  with  me,”  said  he.  “ Do  you 
think  you  can  manage,  as  it  still  wants  a couple 
of  hours  to  dinner  time?”  My  curiosity  being 
aroused,  I decided  to  try,  and  five  minutes  later 
we  both  stood  on  the  path  at  the  foot  of  the  rock. 
I have  visited  many  beautiful  places,  and  seen 
much  of  woodland  and  river  scenery,  but  never 
have  I seen  anything  so  grand  and  picturesque  as 
the  walk  through  Combe  Wood  on  the  Eden. 
For  half  an  hour  fully  we  watched  the  movements 
of  at  least  a score  of  fine  trout,  which  were  ljusily 
engaged  in  sucking  down  every  insect  that 
passed  over  their  heads.  We  saw  herons  and 
kingfishers,  and  jays  and  hawks,  whilst  squirrels 
were  even  plentiful.  The  chirp  of  the  grass- 
hopper was  incessant;  in  fact,  it  was  “Wonder- 
land ” pure  and  simple.  I was  sorry  when  M. 
announced  it  time  to  return  for  dinner,  and  after 
an  arduous  clamber  up  the  rocks  we  returned  to 
the  inn. 

I attended  church  in  the  afternoon.  It  is  a 
quaint  little  edifice  entirely  hidden  by  trees. 
Walking  up  the  churchyard  path  all  was  so  still 
I thought  surely  there  must  be  no  service,  for 
there  was  not  a sound  of  either  bell  or  human 
voices.  Upon  entering  the  open  door  I found 
about  a dozen  of  the  villagers  assembled,  and, 
taking  my  seat,  looked  around.  The  building  is 
small,  but  kept  in  beautiful  order  ; oaken  rafters 
support  the  roof,  whilst  in  place  of  an  east 
window  was  a small  open  casement.  The  high 
moorlands,  bright  with  heather,  and  flooded  wiih 
sunshine,  were  visible  in  the  distance.  The 
service  was  simple  and  reverent,  and  as  we  sang 
the  beautiful  hymn  “ Abide  with  me,”  the  whole 
scene  filled  one  with  tranquil  peace.  I was  par- 
ticularly struck  with  the  number  of  aged  persons 
amongst  the  congregation,  and  I afterwards 
learnt  that  one  of  the  churchwardens,  Mr.  Isaac 
Ousby,  had  held  that  office  for  forty  years,  and 
previous  to  that  had  served  thirty  years  in  a 
similar  capacity  in  an  adjoining  parish. 

After  a cup  of  tea  w'e  determined  upon  taking 
a long  walk  in  the  opposite  direction  from  that 
of  our  morning  ramble.  Ascending  the  lull  above 
the  hotel,  we  wandered  along  the  country  lanes 
in  the  direction  of  a hamlet  named  Enstable. 
The  little  gardens  in  front  of  the  houses  Avere  of 
the  type  that  I love,  not  laid  in  geometrical 
exactness,  but  one  wild  profusion  of  hollyhocks, 
roses,  French  marigolds,  sweet  peas,  and  dahlias. 
Never,  except  m Worcestershire,  have  I seen  such 
a wealth  of  apples  as  in  these  Cumberland 
villages,  and  the  blackberries  ripening  in  the 
hedgerows  were  a sight  to  be  remembered.  M. 
gathered  me  handfuls  which  Avere  as  large  as  hot- 
house grapes  and  of  a delicious  flavour,  and  we 
could  not  help  wondering  what  they  would  be 
like  a fortnight  later.  The  mileage  also  seems 
to  be  of  an  elastic  character,  for  although  in- 
formed at  Enstable  that  Roocroft,  the  next 
village,  was  only  a mile  distant,  it  must  have  been 
quite  double  that  distance.  At  the  latter  place 
M.  called  at  the  public-house  for  a glass  of 
ale,  and  whilst  standing  in  the  roadAA'ay  outside, 
a rustic,  who  had  imbibed  “ not  wisely  but  too 
well,”  insisted  upon  my  acceptance  of  a pocketful 
of  hazel  nuts,  and  was  also  Avishful  to  enter  upon 
a learned  desertation  upon  the  variety  of  a 
bouquet  of  wild  flowers  which  I had  gathered  on 
our  way.  'I’his,  however,  was  cut  short  by  the 
reappearance  of  M.,  and,  proceeding  a little 
further,  we  struck  down  a lane  to  the  right, 
which  brought  us  into  the  main  road  leading 
down  into  Armathwaite.  Here  I saw  a cottage 
so  smothered  in  ivy,  both  on  walls  and  roof,  that 
it  looked  like  a huge  bush.  Neither  chimneys, 
walls,  roof,  or  windows  were  discernible,  and  it 
was  only  by  the  presence  of  little  children  peep- 
ing out  through  a hole  in  the  ivy,  that  I recog- 
nised it  as  a human  habitation.  We  noAv  skirted 
the  top  of  the  AA’ood,  the  bottom  of  AA'hich  we  had 


rambled  through  in  the  morning,  and,  from  the 
summit  of  a lofty  hill,  we  beheld  the  most 
glorious  view  that  it  has  ever  been  my  lot  to  look 
upon.  The  sun  was  setting  in  the  western  sky, 
and  as  far  as  we  could  see  the  Eden  flowed  like 
a silvery  thread  through  the  dai'k  woods  which 
sloped  down  to  its  very  edge;  whilst  here  and 
there  the  red  sandstone  rocks  towered  above  its 
placid  bosom.  I have  freijuently  read  of  the 
odour  exhaled  at  night-time  from  the  Canadian 
pine  forests ; here  on  English  soil  it  was  exem- 
plified, whilst  the  Avhirr  of  the  wood  owl,  and  the 
croak  of  the  nightjar  lent  a weird  solemnity  to 
our  surroundings.  The  AA^ay  seemed  interminable, 
and  M.  Avas  just  debating  whether  we  had  taken 
the  right  path,  Avhen  the  lighos  of  Armathwaite 
glimmered  in  the  valley  below,  and  turning  the 
corner  by  the  chapel,  we  descended  the  hill  lead- 
ing to  the  Red  Lion,  Avhere  refreshments  awaited 
us.  Although  we  must  have  travelled  at  least 
ten  miles,  we  were  neither  of  us  in  the  least 
fatigued ; this  I attribute  a great  deal  to  the 
fresh  mountain  air. 

The  details  of  our  day’s  fishing  on  the  morrow 
I leave  to  a future  article. 


ANGLING  AT  HAMPTON  COURT. 


Ba'  the  0.  0.  I). 

The  Long  Water  at  Hampton  Court  contains 
carp,  tench,  bream,  roach  (all  good),  pike,  eels, 
and  a few  chub,  &c.  The  portion  most  free  from 
weeds  is  at  the  end  nearest  the  palace.  A pike 
about  121b.  in  weight  was  caught  here  lately,  and 
the  other  evening  I saw  an  angler  take  a fine 
bream  and  some  really  good  roach.  Inside  the 
mouth  of  the  bream  was  a small  hook  on  very 
fine  gut.  The  roach  in  this  water  are  very 
handsome  fish,  and  some  of  them  run  to  a good 
size.  The  best  all-round  bait  for  roach  and 
bream  is  white  paste  ; ditto  for  carp,  and  some- 
times tench.  Gentles  are  also  used  with  good 
effect.  The  best  bait  for  eels  is  a nice  lively 
worm.  A worm  entirely  dead  seems  to  be  quite 
useless.  In  such  a weedy  place  the  probability 
is  eels  have  no  chance  of  seeing,  and  very  little 
of  smelling  the  bait.  Tench  are  sometimes  taken 
towards  closing  time.  I had  four  nice  eels  there 
the  other  evening.  They  are  quite  equal  in 
flavour  to  many  river  eels.  The  best  baits  for 
pike  are  dace  and  gudgeon,  the  former  for 
preference,  as  gudgeon  have  a knack  of  boring 
down,  and  consequently  hiding  themselves 
amongst  the  weeds.  Passing  over  Kingston 
Bridge  the  other  day,  I met  a native  with  an 
empty  bait  can.  “Any  sport?  ” I said.  “ I had 
two  splendid  runs  this  morning  in  the  Long 
Water  and  lost  both  fish.  “ How  was  that  ? ” 
“ My  tackle  was  not  strong  enough  to  get  ’em 
out  of  the  weeds.”  I must  say  they  were 
very  numerous,  and  unless  one  has  a 
strong  line  and  tackle,  the  chance  of  grass- 
ing a good  jack  is  exceedingly  remote.  I 
am  speaking  from  experience  as  I lost  a jack 
here  last  year  from  the  same  cause;  for  this 
reason  I prefer  using  a medium-sized  snap,  as 
there  is  little  or  no  chance  of  a jack  dropping  the 
bait  before  striking  (or  rather  tightening  on  him), 
if  the  bait  is  quietly  pitched  into  a fairly  clear 
space.  As  the  water  is  rather  shallow  and 
wonderfully  clear,  the  bait  should  not  be  more 
than  2ft.  bin.  or  3ft.  at  most  from  the  surface, 
with  the  float  half  way  across  the  lake,  Avhich 
should  be  as  small  as  possible.  The  angler 
should  have  a gaff  or  a good  big  landing  net 
when  fishing  for  jack.  The  side  next  the  Thames 
seems  to  bo  the  favourite  side.  When  fishing 
with  paste,  ground-bait  with  a mixture  of  bread 
and  bran,  and  fish  as  far  out  as  possible.  As  the 
water  is  so  clear,  and  there  are  so  many  persons 
moving  about  (especially  on  Sundays),  unless  the 
angler  fishes  Avell  out  he  might  just  as  well  fish 
on  the  bank.  Many  anglers  fail  on  this  account, 
fishing  three  or  four  yards  from  the  side,  standing 
where  the  fish  can  see  every  movement,  when  the 
float  should  beat  least  LI  yards  or  If  yards.  I use 
a long  quill,  with  two  perforated  SAvan  shots 
Avorking  up  and  doAvn  just  above  the  loop  of  the 
gut  cast ; and  by  pulling  down  line  from  between 
the  rings  with  the  left  hand  and  casting  with  the 
right,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  getting  out  the 
distance  stated.  This  water  is  now  open  to  the 
public  end  to  anglers,  but  anglers  must  pass  in 


and  out  at  the  entrance  near  Kingston  Bridge, 
as  the  authorities  object  to  them  passing  either  in 
or  out  of  the  palace  end.  Angling  on  Sundays 
is  allowed,  and  the  park  ranger  comes  round  and 
announces  when  it  is  time  for  anglers  to  pack. 


AN  OFF  DAY  ON  A NORWEGIAN 
RIVER. 


By  G.  Lindesay. 

At  last,  save  for  the  eternal  buzzing  of 
the  innumei’able  bluebottles,  silence  reigned 
in  the  old  farmhouse.  The  carrioles  con- 

taining my  two  friends  and  their  respective 
attendants  had  departed  for  the  trout  lakes, 
some  six  miles  off,  after  a tremendous  amount 
of  fuss  and  preparation.  Old  Ole  and  his 

family  had  retired  for  their  mid-day . siesta, 
and  I was  left  to  my  own  devices.  The  day 
before  I had  had  fourteen  hours  of  it  among  the 
brown  trout,  and  I did  not  care  to  accompany  the 
others  on  a similar  expedition  quite  so  soon ; a 
novel  and  idleness  were  more  in  my  line  I thought. 
It  was  a scorching  day,  not  a cloud  in  the  sky, 
and  the  river  dead  low ; but  after  a substantial 
lunch  I could  stand  it  no  longer,  so  shouldering 
a grilse  rod,  and  taking  a folding  gaff  on  the  off 
chance  of  its  being  needed,  I started  off  down 
the  woodland  path  that  led  with  many  a wind 
and  turn  to  the  “ Fir  Tree  Pool.”  If  it  was 
hot  on  the  plateau  where  stood  the  house,  it  was 
hotter  still  down  in  the  wooded  glen  through 
which  the  river  ran,  and  by  the  time  I got  to  the 
above  named  cast,  where  I thought  there  was  a 
remote  chance  of  a “ fush,”  I was  pretty  nearly 
melted. 

Before  me  lay  the  skeleton  of  a splendid  salmon 
pool,  except  at  the  top,  where  a strong  and  very 
rough  stream  rushed  among  a lot  of  high 
boulders.  The  bottom  was  clearly  visible  every- 
where, and  one  place,  which  a fortnight  before 
had  been  an  almost  certain  find,  was  literally 
high  and  dry.  A lively  look  out  indeed.  But  it 
was  pleasanter  by  the  waterside.  The  flowing 
water  created  a current  of  air,  and  the  murmur 
of  the  fall  and  of  the  intervening  rapids  fell 
soothingly  on  the  ear. 

In  the  centre  of  the  neck  of  the  pool  was  a 
certain  spot,  very  hard  indeed  to  get  the  fly  to 
dwell  upon,  which  had  often  been  pointed  out  to 
me  by  my  attendant,  “ gammel  Peter,”  as  a good 
cast  in  low  water,  but  I had  never  even  attempted 
it,  the  game  seeming  hardly  worth  the  candle, 
and,  moreover,  the  water  bad  never  been  really 
low  enough,  according  to  that  worthy  Nor- 
wegian’s statement. 

Having  carefully  adjusted  the  favourite  local 
pattern  on  to  a strong  single  gut  cast,  and 
struggled  into  my  waders,  I gingerly  proceeded 
to  wend  my  way  along  an  extremely  slippery 
ledge  of  rock,  over  which  the  water  ran  in  a swift 
stream.  A very  few  paces  in,  I was  as  deep  as  I 
dare  venture,  then  the  water  shoaled,  and  I 
finally  emerged  upon  the  rock  from  which  only 
the  cast  might  be  reached.  The  place  looked 
fetching  enough,  a square  yard  or  so  of  dark 
water  showing  where  tAvo  strong  currents  from 
either  side  of  a big  rock  converged  ; it  was  also 
in  the  shadow  of  the  clump  of  firs  which  grew  on 
a ledge  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  from  which  the 
pool  look  its  name.  Having  reached  my  point  of 
A’antage,  I sat  me  down  to  review  the  situation, 
if  a fish  took  up-stream  on  being  hooked,  he  was 
bound  to  smash,  for  there  were  boulders  pro- 
truding well  above  the  water  everywhere;  if  he 
took  down  on  the  far  side  of  the  river,  the 
result  would  be  the  same,  and  I come  to  the 
conclusion  that  were  I fortunate  enough  to  get 
fast  in  a salmon,  the  only  thing  was  to  “ hing  on  ! ” 
After  a few  tries  I managed  at  last  to  put  the 
fly  nicely  over  the  bit  of  dark  water;  there  it 
dwelt  temptingly  for  two  or  three  seconds,  and 
just  as  it  was  whisked  away  by  a side  stream, 

I saw  a dark  tail  show  for  an  instant  among  the 
foam.  A heavy  fish  that,  and  well  worth  taking 
some  trouble  over,  I thought,  and  once  more  sac 
down  to  rest  him  a bit.  In  ten  minutes,  by  my 
Avatcb,  the  fly  was  over  him  again — again  the 
black  and  fan-like  tail  showed  against  the  white 
water,  and  I was  fast.  A horrible  grinding  of 
the  line,  as  against  a sharp  rock,  succeeded,  but 
only'  for  a brief  space  luckily ; then  the  salmon 
shot  up  and  into  the  air  with  a magnificent  leap 
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and  rushed  off  straight  for  a ledge  of  rock  on  the 
opposite  bank;  but  he  overshot  the  mark,  and 
landed  there  quite  a yard  from  the  water  I'lgh 
and  dry.  After  a desperate  scramble,  he  managed 
to  “ warsel  ” back  into  his  native  element,  and, 
much  to  my  relief,  was  induced,  by  a severe 
application  of  the  butt,  to  return  to  the  place 
whence  he  came;  evidently  he  had  not  appre- 
ciated his  temporary  sojourn  on  terra  firnia. 
Then  1 began  to  retrace  the  perilous  way  towards 
the  shore,  which,  after  sundry  nasty  slips,  I 
reached,  with  one  leg  only  of  my  waders  half  f'd’ 
of  water.  Getting  in  again  well  below  my  fish, 

I gave  him  the  butt  as  hard  as  I dared,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  forcing  him  out  of  his  place  of  retreat 
on  my  side  of  the  objectionable  boulders.  Had 
he  played  a forcing  game  at  this  period  he  must 
have  beaten  me,  but  as  it  was  I established  a 
funk,  successfully  negotiated  a rather^  nasty 
rapid,  and  we  arrived  in  company  at  the  ‘ Green 
Bank,”  in  whose  still  depths  I tired  him  out. 
Well  was  it  that  1 had  the  folding  gaff  with  me  ; 
as  it  was,  he  had  been  on  for  an  hour  and  twenty 
minutes  before  he  lay  gasping  on  the  turf  beside 
me,  a noble  fish  of  28Hb- 

I now  had  time  to  appreciate  the  fact  that  one 
leg  weighed  about  half  a ton  more  than  the  other, 
and  moreover  that  it  was  very  wet.  I therefore 
proceeded  to  denude  myself  of  the  usele.ss  waders, 
and  to  admire  my  fish  through  the  medium  of  to- 
bacco smoke.  Athick,deep-shouldered  salmon,  but 
a bit  brown,  and  with  a decided  hook  on  his  lower 
jaw,  he  looked  a powerful  creature,  and  I began 
to  wonder  if  by  any  possible  chance  he  had  left 
his  mate  behind  him  in  that  seething  cauldron  out 
among  the  rocks.  Were  that  so,  pity  twere  they 
should  remain  any  longer  apart  if  I could  in  any 
way  assist  their  reunion.  So,  fixing  up  a new 
cast — the  first  was  no  longer  safe,  having  been 
much  chafed — I waded  out  again  to  my  work, 
performing  the  journey  in  comfort  on  my 
stocking  soles  instead  of,  as  before,  skating  about 
on  wading  brogues.  My  first  efforts  met  with  no 
response,  although  I succeeded  in  making  the  fly 
dwell  nicely  several  times  over  the  desired  spot ; 
but  before  giving  up,  preparatory  to  starting  off 
home,  I tried  that  good  old  pattern  a “ Black 
Dose.”  At  the  first  time  of  asking  a fish  took  it 
under  water,  and  sank  quietly  to  the  bottom, 
where  for  some  time  he  kept  jiggering  in  an  un- 
pleasant fashion  before  he  started  on  a little 
journey  upstream.  This,  however,  I could  not  stand 
at  any  price,  and  just  as  he  had  got  dangerously 
near  the  far  side  of  a big  boulder,  the  strain  told, 
and  he  came  tumbling  down,  passed  through  the 
basin,  where  he  rose,  and  away  down  to  the  tail  of 
the  pool.  Before  I had  succeeded  in  getting 
ashore  he  had  over  100  yards  of  line  out,  and  so 
determinedly  did  he  force  his  way  down  stream 
that  I had  the  greatest  difficulty  in  avoiding 
being  run  out.  In  the  middle  of  the  rapid  below, 
however,  I was  able  to  get  on  terms  ; together  we 
reached  the  “ Green  Bank,”  and  within  a dozen 
paces  of  where  I had  landed  the  male  fish  some 
two  hours  before,  I gaffed  out  the  female  a 24- 
pounder.  On  reaching  home  after  that  good 
afternoon’s  sport,  I despatched  “ gammel  Peter 
for  the  noble  pair,  which  I nad  bestowed  beneath 
a big  rock,  well  known  to  him,  and  when  the  trout- 
fisherman  returned  with  a mighty  load  they 
seemed  to  think  when  they  saw  my  fish  that  I 
had  had  the  best  of  it  somehow. 


A NIGHT'S  BEEAM  EISHING  ON 
THE  GREAT  OESE. 


The  “ experiences  ” of  an  angler  are  generally 
pretty  well  varied,  and  I have  just  added  to 
mine  one  of  a rather  unique  character,  that  of  a 
night’s  bream  fishing.  Hitherto  it  has  always 
been  my  wont  to  look  after  the  bream  if  at  a 
fearfully  early  hour,  at  any  rate  when  I could  see 
the  river  and  know  where  I was  casting  the  leger 
to  ; and  it  was  only  the  other  night  that  I became 
initiated  into  bream  fishing  at  night  with  a 
lantern,  and  experienced  what  it  was  to  be 
mysteriously  hung  up  in  unseen  spots,  and  to 
find  that  I had  very  carefully  precipitated  the 
leger  acrossa  friend’s  tackle,  who,  when  theline  fell 
upon  it,  would  assert  that  “ he  had  felt  another 
fish,”  and  that  when  I hastened  to  leave  the 
swim  clear  for  him  I found  that  the  twolegers  were 
tenaciously  clinging  to  each  other,  and  that  there 


was  a quarter  of  an  hour’s  work  at  the  least  ore 
they  could  bo  disentangled.  Such  is  bream  fish- 
ing at  night! 

I owed  my  nocturnal  visit  to  the  Great  Ouse 
to  missing  a train  at  Cambridge,  from  whence  I 
had  intended  to  visit  Barith  Bridge,  a new  fish- 
ing station  on  the  Great  Eastern  Railwav.  The 
last  train  gone  to  Earith,  I had  to  fall  back 
on  St.  Ives,  and,  upon  arriving  at  the  White 
Horse  Hotel,  I found  that  several  members 
of  my  own  club  had  preceded  me  there,  and 
had  made  arrangements  to  go  out  bream  fish- 
ing that  night.  It  was  only  natural,  thei-efore, 
that  I should  wish  to  be  in  the  fashion ; and 
finding  that  two  local  anglers  had  been  baiting 
a swim,  I looked  them  up  and  arranged  to  join 
them  at  midnight.  According  to  a statement 
they  made  before  departing  for  the  riverside,  the 
swim  I was  to  fish  had  been  under  the  baiting-up 
treatment  all  the  week,  and  was,  to  quote  one  of 
them,  “ well  baited  up  well.”  With  this  informa- 
tion in  my  possession  one  can  easily  surmise  how 
visions  of  a miraculous  draught  of  bream  speedily 
confronted  me,  and  I was  just  asking  mine  host 
Clifton  for  a corn  sack  for  the  extra  double  catch 
I anticipated,  when  I found  that  it  was  time  to 
be  off.  My  friends  had  just  previously  said 
“ Good-bye  ’’  to  bed,  and  a tew  minutes  later,  as 
I stood  on  the  bridge,  the  words  “Jack,  Jack, 
bring  the  net  and  get  the  lantern,  stole  out  on 
the  misty  night.  Suddenly  a light  flashed  of 
the  water,  there  was  a splash  or  tw'O,  and  again 
a weird  voice  sounded  from  the  waterside,  “ II  s a 
good  fish.”  Thus  I knew  my  friends  were  amongst 
the  bream,  and  it  was  not  long  before  I was  making 
for  my  own  swim,  a by  no  means  easy  task,  owing 
to  the  heavy  mist  which  enveloped  both  land  and 
water;  but  with  a series  of  well-directed  yells  I 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  two  local  fishermen, 
and  upon  arriving  at  the  swim  I found  them  at 
work.  I had  adopted  the  precaution  to  put 
my  rod  and  tackle  together  before  starting, 
and  having  obtained  a seat  between  the 
worthy  countrymen,  quickly  threw  in-—how 
far  and  where  I could  not  say  reeled  up 
tight,  and  waited  for  the  inaugural  “knock.’ 

It  soon  came,  and,  upon  striking,  I hooked 
my  fish.  Just  a second  before  I had  heard 
the  bream  “ priming  ” in  the  swim,  and  was 
congratulating  myself  oir  such  early  success, 
when  the  lantern  disclosed  the  mottled  sides  of  a 
jack  of  about  21b.,  who  evidently  considered  that 
a lob  worm  was  not  a bad  article  of  diet  to  sup 
off.  Re-baiting,  the  leger  had  hardly  reached 
the  bottom  than  I got  another  tug,  and  this  time 
an  eel  was  the  quarrj'.  Then  I heard  the  faint 
splash  of  oars  in  the  water,  and  directly  after- 
wards a voice  from  the  dark  queried,  “ Jack,  is 
that  you?”  One  of  the  locals  owned  to  being 
thus  named,  and  in  that  still,  peaceful  night  there 
immediately  ensued  a violent  wordy  warfare, 
from  which,  in  between  the  polite  sentences,  I 
gathered  that  I was  in  friend  B.’s  specially 
baited-up  swim  ! The  boatman  declared  he  had 
been  baiting  it  every  night  for  a fortnight,  whilst 
the  two  men  with  me  replied  that  it  was  just  the 
time  they  had  been  occupied  in  placing  sackfuls 
of  lobs  and  corn  cake  and  greaves  into  the  river 
at  that  identical  spot.  In  the  babel  I vehemently 
protested  my  innocence  in  the  matter,  and  even- 
tually B.  landed,  the  yokels  departed  with  a com 
of  the  realm,  the  boatman  slipped  down  strearn 
again,  quiet  once  more  prevailed,  and  B.  and  I 
were  left  to  ourselves. 

The  bream-hole  was  about  6ft.  or  7ft.  deep,  and 
as  we  both  wanted  to  fish  it,  very  close  quarters 
were  necessary.  The  night  was  pitch  dark,  the 
mist  hung  heavily  over  the  water,  and  even  by 
the  aid  of  the  lantern  it  was  only  possible  to  see 
about  a yard  out  in  the  stream.  Looking  up- 
wards, one  could  just  discern  the  tops  of_  a 
number  of  trees  and  the  spire  of  a neighbouring 
church— but  apparently  aU  seemed  a blank 
Save  the  water-rats  nibbling  at  the  rushes, 
the  splash  of  a fish  now  and  then,  the 
squealing  of  some  distant  pig>^  St.  Ives  way, 
who  were  evidently  suffering  from  the  night- 
mare, and  an  occasional  screech  from  B.s  check- 
winch,  no  sound  dislurbed  the  night.  The  fish 
were  evidently  there,  but  we  did  not  get  on  at  all 
well,  and  in  my  opinion,  although  we  seemed  to 
throw  fairly  accurately  (when  not  across  each 
other),  I am  afraid  our  ledgers  did  not  always  tall 
into  the  hole.  Perhaps  if  we  had  inspected  the 
spot  by  daylight  we  should  have  been  more 


successful  in  our  casting.  I should  here  like  to 
mention  the  delightful  operation  it  is  to  secure 
the  line  for  the  purposes  of  re-baiting  the  hook. 
We  could  only  just  discern  our  rods  when  they 
were  held  up,  and  as  we  peered  into  the  darkness 
after  the  gut,  the  legers  started  swinging  to  and 
fro  in  a most  tantalisirg  manner,  until  the  '‘ig>'t 
was  rendered  hideous  with  naughty  words, 
again  it  was  pleasant  to  find  that  you  had  hooked 
yourself  in  the  back,  or  switched  your  friend  s 
hat  off. 

B.  grew  very  wild,  especially  when,  after  a long 
tangle,  he  hooked  an  eel,  and  as  I turned  ^e 
lantern  on  the  beast  he  saw  it  climbing  up  his 
new  leger  gut  by  tying  it  in  knots  round  his 
wriggling  self.  I had  my  rod  in  one  hand  and 
the  lantern  in  the  other,  and  in  turning  round  I 
brought  about  more  disasters,  kicking  my  basket 
over,  and  a bottle  of  whiskey,  which  was  being 
preserved  for  the  early  morning.  The  landing- 
net  having  glided  into  the  water,  and  a bag  of 
worms  mysteriously  disappeared,  we  once  more 
get  comfortable,  light  our  pipes,  and  await  events. 
Presently  B.  strikes,  and  the  next  instant  there 
is  a splash  in  the  water.  It  is  a bream,  and  in  a 
minute  the  lantern  and  landing-net  are  at 
and  the  fish  is  on  terra  firma.  Now  I get  a fish, 
and  B.  does  the  polite 'for  me.  We  smoke  and 
chat  together,  and  take  another  fish  or  ’ 
yawn,  and  the  thoughts  of  a comfortable  bed 
prompt  the  query,  “Is  night  fishing  worth  the 
canfele?”  which  I answer  with  an  exultant  “ Yes, 
as  I feel  a dig  at  my  leger  and  the  pull  of  a 
bream.  B.  works  the  landing-net  once  more,  and 
so  the  time  passes  until  the  sweet  twitter  of  a 
swallow  is  heard,  and  the  crow  of  the  farmyard 
cock  is  wafted  o’er  the  water.  I find  it  is  half- 
past  three  a.m.,  and  now  there  is  a faint  glimmer 
of  light  in  the  east.  Another  splash  proclaims 
that  B.  has  hooked  a fish,  and  as  I prepare  to 
land  it,  I fancy  I can  see  it  turning  over  in 
stream.  At  any  rate,  it  ajipears  easier  to  put  the 
landing-net  under  the  fish,  and  in  a very  ^ort 
time  we  are  enabled  to  recognise  each  other  s 
visages,  and  see  the  tips  of  our  rods.  Lighter 
and  lighter  it  gets  ; the  trees  opposite  us  no 
longer  seem  like  gaunt  ghosts,  the  church  spire 
stands  out  boldly  through  the  foliage,  the  mist 
begins  to  clear  off,  and,  halt  an  hour  afterwards, 
one  of  our  friends  is  seen  approaching,  and  brings 
the  intelligence  that  he  has  taken  2-51b.  of  bream 
since  midnight.  King  Sol  bursts  forth,  and  our 
swim  is  revealed  to  view.  The  water  is  gin 
bright,  and  though  we  try  lobs,  brandlings,  ani 
redworms.and  rig  up  the  “pole”  for  a few  roach, 
not  another  scale  can  be  secured.  We  are  assured 
by  a local  angler,  who  has  joined  us,  that  the 
fishing  is  all  over  for  the  day ; and,  acting  on  his 
advice,  we  nack  up,  and  are  soon  on  our  way  home 
to  an  early  breakfast,  to  which  we  are  prepared 
to  do  ample  justice  after  a night’s  bream  fishing 
on  the  Great  Ouse.  Gooseqhill. 


REMINISCENCES  OF  AN  OLD 
ANGLER. 

{Continued  from  'page  180.) 

By  E.  M.  Tod. 

P830, — Kirkoswald  on  the  Cumberland”  Eden.” 
—Again  I find  myself  commencing  operanons 
Aprd  10.  That  morning  when  I looked  out  of 
window  I found  it  snowing  fast,  and  so  con- 
cluded that  fly-fishing  was  “no  go.”  However, 
as  it  began  to  thaw  about  midday,  I went  up 
the  river,  and  from  one  till  five  I ^had  killed 
twenty-eight  trout,  01b.,  all  with  “ fly.” 

12th.  River  full  of  “ snaw  broo,”  and  useless. 

13th  and  14th.  Still  melting  snow  from  the 
hills  rendered  fishing  hopeless.  Got  only  olb. 
and  2Hb.  each  day.  ^ 

15th.  River  now  free  from  “ snow  broth  to 
I killed  thirty-two  trout,  94lb. 

16th  Thirty-seven  trout,  lOGb.  I also  landed 
a small  kelt,  about  41b.,  all  with  small  trout  fly. 

17th.  Thirty-four  trout,  101b.  (tty). 

10th.  Twelve  trout,  41b.  River  rising  all  day, 
slowly. 

20th.  River  clearing  fast.  Twenty-seven  trout, 
8|lb. 

21st.  Twenty-six  trout,  7|lb, 

22nd.  Twenty-six  trout,  81b. 
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24th.  I had  caught  my  old  enemy — the  rheu- 
matics so  only  caught  34!b.  of  trout,  and  after 
a day  or  two  of  similar  sort  I packed  up  and  off 
to  Newcastle,  and  from  thence  to  Weldon  Bridge 
Inn,  on  the  Coquet,  which  I had  heard  so  much 
of,  and  which  is  so  famous  a river  in  angling 
song.  Whilst  here,  the  Rev.  John  Oliver,  then 
curate  of  Longhorsley  (the  crack  “ fisher  ” of  the 
district),  came  up  to  me  as  I was  leaning  over 
the  bridge,  and  introduced  himself.  He  had 
heard  of  me,  he  said,  on  the  Tweed,  and  he  had 
known  Mr.  Thomas  Tod  Steddart,  as  I also  had 
done,  and  said  he  had  read  my  papers  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  and  he  was  an  occasional  (and 
somewhat  scientific)  contributor,  so  that  we 
became  very  good  friends  in  no  time.  Most 
important  of  all,  he  showed  me  his  creel,  as  he 
was  taking  his  fish  home  for  some  poor  people  in 
his  parish — and  “eh,  but  they  were  sma’ ! ! ” I 
stayed  a few  days  at  the  comfortable  inn,  and 
was  very  well  treated — but,  though  several  rods 
were  busy,  the  result  was  humiliating,  and  the 
trout — TRASH  ! 

A correspondent,  whose  veracity  I have  no 
reason  to  question,  was  fortunate  enough  a year 
or  two  back  to  kill  quite  a large  basket  of,  I 
think,  from  LOlb.  to  201b.  with  the  fly  in  this  very 
water,  ljut  he  had  experienced  many  poor  days. 
Some  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  may  remem- 
ber some  humorous  lines  which  I wrote  some 
years  ago,  when  the  hon.  chaplain  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  one  of  the  best  of  men,  of  fishers,  and  of 
writers,  went  a-fishing  to  the  Coquet,  and  wrote 
his  account  of  it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  Two 
verses  may  be  C(uoted  to  indicate  my  sport  when 
at  Weldon  Bridge. 

The  troots  the  wee  brutes,  are  sae  feckless  and  sma’, 

I wadna  say  thankee  for  killing  them  a’, 

Though,  whiles  wi’  the  mennin  ye’ll  get  ane  or  twa 
O the  big  anes  that  hide  in  the  Coquet. 

I fished  her  mysel’  for  the  feck  o’  a week, 

And  oh  ! I swore  bonny  in  Latin  and  Greek, 

0 my  sport  wi’  the  flee  I’d  raither  no’  speak 
Siccan  trash  I catched  in  the  Coquet. 

And  so  on,  but  I met  Mr.  Oliver,  and  we  corre- 
sponded for  some  years,  till  he  one  day  wrote 
that  he  was  about  to  have  some  preferment,  and 
then  silence  fell  upon  us.  I presume  that  his 
new  sphere  of  labour  demanded  all  his  time.  But 

1 have  never  forgotten  him  for  all  that,  and 
should  these  lines  meet  his  eye,  I send  him  very 
kindly  greetings.  The  river  was  very  low,  and 
even  the  “ bull  trout  ’’  had  gone  down  to  sea. 

This  ended  another  year’s  trip. 


April  8,  1887,  found  me  back  to  the  Teviot 
The  fishing  is  now  “ all  up  a tree  ’’  (about  Nisbet, 
anyhow),  but  still  some  good  fun  may  be  had,  I 
daresay,  killing  the  whitlings  in  spring  with  the 
Hout  fly.  These  fish  (like  the  bull  trout  of  the 
Coquet)  come  up  in  numbers  in  the  autumn,  but 
very  seldom  take  a fly.  Once  spawned,  they  seem 
to  “ go  ’’  for  a fly  very  keenly,  and  it  is  quite  a 
recognised  thing  to  kill  and  basket  the  “ bull  ’’ 
or  sea-trout,  which  afford  a good  run,  and  often 
smash  up  the  fine  tackle  even  in  their  kelted  con- 
dition. Dozens  of  anglers  go  to  the  Coquet  in 
spring  to  catch  these  fish,  and  there  is  a licence 
demanded  on  that  river  of  5s.,  I think,  and 
which  I was  humbugged  into  taking  out  when 
they  knew  that  the  bull  trout  were— in  the  sea. 
I won’t  enlarge  on  this  diary,  but  will  rattle 
it  off.  Ply  is  the  lure  used,  unless  otherwise 
stated. 

April  8,  1887.  Teviot.  Four  trout,  one  lib.,  a 
whitling  11b.,  and  two  trout  of  |lb  and  jlb. 

9th.  Fourteen  trout,  41b. 

10th.  A whitling,  2ilb„  and  2|lb.  of  trout  (51b.). 
I his  day  I hooked  a whitling  which  made  the 
reel  screech,  “ and  then  came  silence  ” — all  three 
flies  were  gone!  I set  to  work  and  put  on  a 
fresh  cast,  and  in  a few  minutes  I was  over  the 
same  water  as  before,  when,  whirr ! I was  into  him 
again.  When  lauded  I found  that  the  dropper 
nearest  my  reel  line  in  the  “ cast  ’’  I had  lost  was 
embedded  in  this  fish’s  lower  jaw  just  outside  the 
It®’  /.  parted  at  the  knot,  and  yet 

this  fish  took  another  artificial  fly  a few  minutes 
after,  and  fell  a victim  to  his  rashness. 

13th.  One  whitling,  31b.,  and  lllb.  of  trout. 

14th.  Teviot.  Pour  whitlings,  2^1b.,  2Hb.  Irilb. 
and  lib.  each  ; also  nearly  31b.  of  trout.  ' 

{To  be  continued). 


A FISHING-TACKLE  MAKER’S 
ADVERTISEMENT  IN  1770. 


TO  ALL  LOVERS  OP  ANGLING. 

“ Onesi.mus  Ustonson, 

“ Successor  to  the  late  Mr.  John  Herro,  at  the 
Crown  and  Silver  Trout,  No.  48,  the  bottom  of 
Bell-yard,  Temple-bar,  makes  all  sorts  of  fishing- 
rods,  and  all  manner  of  the  best  fishing- 
tackle,  wholesale  and  retail,  at  the  lowest  rates ; 
sells  the  right  Kirby’s  hooks,  being  the  best 
tempered  of  any  made,  which  cannot  be 
had  at  any  other  shop  ; the  best  sort  of  artificial 
flies,  menow- tackle,  jack  and  perch,  and  artificial 
menows ; and  all  sorts  of  artificial  baits,  &c., 
made  upon  the  said  hooks  in  the  neatest  manner, 
for  pike,  salmon,  and  trout ; spring  snap  hooka  ; 
live  and  dead  snap  and  live-bait  hooks,  trowling 
hooks  of  various  sorts ; gimp,  both  silver  and 
gold  ; the  best  and  freshest  India  weed  or  grass, 
just  come  over  ; likewise  a fresh  parcel  of  super- 
fine silk  worm  gut — no  better  ever  seen  in 
England  as  fine  as  a hair  and  as  strong  as  six, 
the  only  thing  for  trout,  carp,  and  salmon  ; the 
best  sort  of  multiplying  brass  winches,  both  stop 
and  plain ; woved  hair  and  silk  lines,  and  all 
other  sorts  of  lines  for  angling;  various  sorts  of 
reels  and  cases  ; and  all  sorts  of  pocket-books  for 
tackle,  menow  kettles,  and  nets  to  preserve  live 
bait ; fishing  paniers  and  bags  ; variety  of  gentle 
boxes  and  worm-bags;  landing-nets  and  hooks; 
fishing  stools ; wicker  and  leather  bottles ; and 
many  other  curiosities  in  the  way  of  angling 
All  sorts  of  trunks  to  shoot  darts  and  pellets.’’ 

[This  advertisement  is  the  first  we  remem- 
ber to  have  seen  in  which  silkworm  gut  is 
offered  and  recommended ; it  appeared  in  “ The 
True  Art  of  Angling,”  attributed  to  J.  Smith, 
published  by  Onesimus  Ustonson  himself.  He 
was  evidently  an  enterprising  man  of  business.] 


Walt0itlana 


Mr.  Edgar  Howell,  of  South  Tottenham,  has 
been  summoned  at  Stratford  for  fishing  in  the 
reservoirs  of  the  East  London  Waterworks 
Comjjany  at  Walthamstow,  and  the  very  heavy 
fine  of  forty  shillings,  in  addition  to  court  costs 
and  solicitors’  fees,  was  imposed.  The  gentleman 
who  appeared  for  the  company  made  a great 
point  of  the  serious  results  involved  had  the 
angler  fallen  into  the  reservoir.  But  anglers  are 
not  in  the  habit  of  falling  into  the  water,  how- 
ever deep  it  may  be.  According  to  the  short 
newspaper  report  that  I have  seen,  the  company’s 
representative  said  that  the  water  was  14ft.  deep 
and  fourteen  acres  in  extent,  and  that  to  find  the 
angler’s  body  the  water  would  have  had  to  have 
been  run  off,  which  would  have  been  a great  loss 
to  the  company.  The  magistrate  asked  if  there 
were  any  fish  there.  “ Lots  ” was  the  reply,  “ and 
we  shall  be  very  glad  to  give  you  an  order,” 
from  which  it  may  be  inferred  that  anglijig  magis- 
trates are  especially  exempt  from  tumbling  mto 
reservoirs.  It  would  be  a very  good  thing, 
especially  for  the  shareholders,  if  all  water 
companies  would  allow  fishing  in  their  reservoirs, 
making  a small  charge  for  the  privilege,  ground- 
bait  of  course  being  interdicted.  Many  of  those 
fish  in  a moral,  though  not  a legal  sense,  belong 
to  the  public,  being  sucked  in  through  the  pipes 
from  the  various  rivers  at  an  early  stage  of  their 
existence. 


There  will  be  a good  deal  of  grumbling  in  the 
Upper  Thames  concerning  the  new  regulations 
which  allow  assistant  river  keepers  alone  to  use 
the  cast  net.  In  many  parts  of  the  river  there 
are  no  assistant  river  keepers  at  all,  and  anglers 
will,  I fear,  have  great  difficulty  in  obtaining 
baits.  Without  any  doubt,  the  privilege  of  cast 
netting  was  abused,  but  now  the  circumference  of 
the  net  is  reduced  from  30ft.  to  20ft.,  it  is  not  a 
very  deadly  instrument,  except  when  the  water  is 
very  thick  and  the  fish  are  on  the  shallows  close 
to  the  banks.  The  new  regulation,  of  course, 
found  favour  with  the  riparian  owners  on  the 
Thames  Conservancy  Board,  because  those  persons 
claiming  fisheries  have  a strong  objection  to 
anybody  using  the  cast  net  except  themselves  or 


their  servants.  I trust  the  new  regulation  will 
lead  to  some  of  the  most  reliable  of  the  fishermen 
being  appointed  river  keepers. 


I HAVE  heard  more  than  one  Thames  trout 
fisher  lately  giving  vent  to  a good  grumble  at  the 
way  jack  are  increasing  in  the  Thames.  In  fact, 
I think  we  shall  soon  have  more  jack  than  perch, 
and  I,  for  one,  shall  be  very  glad  to  see  the  good 
old  times  return  when  the  Thames  gave  us  the 
best  jack  fishing  to  be  obtained  anywhere  near 
London.  Indeed,  does  it  not  still  hold  that  posi- 
tion, for  I know  no  other  public  water  within 
thirty  miles  of  town  where  equally  good  jack 
fishing  can  be  had  at  the  present  time.  I do 
not  believe  myself  in  the  great  injury  which 
pike  are  said  to  do  to  trout  fishing  in  a river 
which,  like  the  Thames,  contains  heaps  of 
coarse  fish.  In  such  streams  as  the  Test  or 
the  Itchen,  where  coarse  fish  are  few  and  in 
places  almost  entirely  absent,  pike,  of  course,  eat  an 
enormous  quantity  of  trout — they  must  live  on 
something  ; but  in  the  Thames  there  are  swim- 
ming before  their  eyes,  bleak,  dace,  roach,  chub, 
eels,  small  perch,  gudgeon  and  minnows,  simply 
in  thousands,  and  though  jack  in  our  premier 
river  no  doubt  take  a trout  occasionally,  I 
venture  to  say  that  they  take  a thousand  other 
fish  to  one  trout. 


The  Scotch  lake  which  gives  the  best  trout 
fishing  of  any  open  to  the  public  is  Loch  Leven. 
It  contains  large  numbers  of  pike  and  perch, 
especially  the  latter,  and  they  are,  as  everyone 
knows,  as  ready  to  eat  a yearling  trout  as  any 
pike.  In  large  rivers  the  great  majority  of  pike 
lie  all  through  the  summer  among  weeds  and 
rushes  where  the  trout  are  not;  in  winter, when 
the  pike  come  into  the  weir  pools,  the  trout 
are  on  the  shallows  or  up  brooks  spawning ; 
in  early  spring  when  the  trout  are  spent  and 
lying  recovering  in  the  deep  water,  the  pike  are 
up  the  ditches,  and  by  the  time  they  have 
spawned  and  returned  to  the  river,  the  trout  have 
recovered  themselves  and  are  fairly  well  able  to 
get  out  of  their  way.  As  a very  general  state- 
ment, subject,  of  course,  to  many  exceptions,  it 
may  be  said  that  except  between  the  beginning  of 
May  and  the  middle  of  June,  trout  and  pike  are 
not  on  visiting  terms. 


In  spring  young  men’s  thoughts  lightly  turn 
to  love  and  trout,  and  in  autumn  to  sea  or 
grayling  fishing.  September,  October,  and 
November  are  the  three  months  when  good  cod 
and  codling  fishing  may  be  obtained  on  the  east 
coast  of  England,  and  after  the  holiday  folks  have 
left  the  east  coast  watering-places,  there  often 
corne  down  a few  knowing  old  anglers,  who  take 
their  stand  on  pier  or  beach,  and  sometimes 
have  magnificent  sport.  Some  years  the  fishing 
falls  off,  or  fails  altogether,  and  other  years  it 
is  as  good  as  good  can  be.  Last  autumn,  at 
Lowestoft,  I am  told,  there  were  very  few  cod 
caught,  and  a friend  at  Yarmouth  wrote  me 
some  time  ago  that  the  autumn  cod-fishing  there 
is  only  good  in  alternate  years,  so  possibly  this 
year  may  be  a good  one.  The  members  of  the 
British  Sea  Anglers’  Society  look  to  their 
honorary  officials  to  advise  them  when  the  fish 
make  their  appearance. 


I WOULD  recommend  anybody  going  to  Lowes- 
toft for  sea-fishing  to  use  live  shrimps  as  bait. 
There  are  a number  of  small  boats  in  the 
harbour  whose  owners  get  their  living  by 
trawling  for  shrimps,  and  from  these  men  bait 
is  easily  obtained.  A live  shrimp  seems  closely 
connected  with  a bait  can,  but  this  addition  to 
one  s impedimenta  is  unnecessary,  for  if  the  little 
creatures  are  placed  in  a tin  along  with  some 
wet  seaweed,  they  will  keep  alive  for  several 
hours.  Many  fish  are  partial  to  them.  Another 
good  bait  is  a fresh  shrimp — I mean  one  un- 
boiled, peeled,  and  placed  on  a hook.  It  is  a 
delicate,  transparent-looking  morsel,  and  the 
peeling  is  decidedly  a nuisance,  but  the  fish  like 
it.  In  streamless  harbours,  mashed-up  shrimp 
makes  good  ground-bait.  Templar. 


“ Cream  ” (of  the  world’s  fact,  fun,  and  fancy) 
is  the  title  of  a new-  weekly  penny  paper,  which, 
under  the  editorship  of  Mr.  Francis  George 
Heath,  will  shortly  appear. 


September  9,  1893]  THE  WISHING  GAZETTE 


215 


ANGLING  FIXTURES. 

September  10.  

Brompton  : Match  at  Tonbridge. 

Camden  • Brake  outing. 

Canning  Town  : Match  at  Chelmsford. 

Mitre  Brothers  ; Match  at  Ware. 

Oak  : Match  in  Forty  Guinea  Water. 

Odds  and  Evens  : Match  at  St.  Margaret’s. 

Pimlico  Otters  : Outing  to  Windsor. 

Preservation  Sunday.  (Be  generous.) 

Prince  Arthur ; Match. 

Serapis  : Outing. 

Seymour  Brothers  : Brake  outing. 

Sundial : Roving  match. 

United  Brothers  : Match  at  Amberley. 

Waltham  Brothers  ; Match  at  Ware. 

Wellington  : Match  in  Long  Water. 

September  II. 

Amicable  Excelsior  ; Supper. 

Amicable  Waltonians  : Concert  and  distribution. 
Anglers’  Association : Monthly  meeting  of  Renting 
and  Preservation  Committee. 

Blackfriars : Visit. 

Great  Northern  Brothers : Complimentary  visit  to 
Mr.  T.  Fiddes. 

Independent : Concert. 

Lincoln  : Concert. 

Park  : Concert. 

September  12. 

Independent  Brothers : Concert. 

September  13. 

Walworlh  Waltonians  : Match  at  Amberley. 
September  14. 

Epsom  : Outing  to  Pulborough. 

Serapis  : Anglers’  Association  visit. 

FIXTURES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

Sept.  17. — Allason  United  : Brake  outing. 

,,  17. — Anglers’  Pride  : Match  at  Woking. 

,,  17. — Bomore  : Roving  match. 

17. — Brunswick  Brothers  : Match  at  Chelmsford. 

,,  P7. — Clapham  Junction  : Match  at  Woking. 

,,  17. — Cobden  : Match  at  Pangbourne. 

,,  1'7. — Good  Intent ; Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

„ 17. — Hoxton  Brothers  ; Match  at  Ware. 

,,  17. — Independent  Brothers  : Match  at  Cookham. 

,,  17. — Junior  Piscatorial  Society  : Competition. 

,,  17.— Liverpool : Match  in  the  Severn. 

„ 19.— Gresham  : Three  days’  exhibition. 

,,  21. — Copenhagen  : Smoking  concert. 

„ 21. — Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorials  : Match  at 

Ormesby. 

,,  21.— New  Albions  : Sea-fishing  outing. 

,,  24. — Duke  of  Norfolk  : Roving  match. 

,,  24. — Liverpool ; Dinner  match. 

,,  25. — Hearts  of  Oak  ; Visit. 

,,  25. — Lincoln  : Benefit  concert. 

,,  30. — Forest  Gate  . Match  at  Langford. 

Oct.  15. — Amicable  Brothers  ; Prize  outing. 


TIDE  TABLES. 


Time  of  High  'Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 


Bridge  given  below. 

/30  min.  for  Chelsea. 

('55  min. 

for  Kew. 

\40  „ ,,  Putney. 

\75  „ 

,,  Richmond. 

Adds  45  „ „ Hammer- 

Add ^89  „ 

,,  Twicken- 

/  smith. 

1 

ham. 

'^50  ,,  ,,  Barnes. 

^85  „ 

,,  Teddington 

Example  ; — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  oe  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 


Saturday,  Sept.  9 
Sunday,  ,,  10 
Monday,  ,,  H 
Tuesday,  ,,  12 
Wednesday,  ,,  13 
Thursday,  ,,  14 
Friday,  ,,  15 


1.  4 

1.28 

1.50  

2.11 

2.28  

2 45 

3.  4 

3 22 

3.38  

3 54 

4.11  

4.26 

4.41  

4.57 

High  Water  at  Amberley  and  Pulborough. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Sept.  9 1.44  2.  8 

Sunday,  ,,  10  2.30  2 51 

Monday,  ,,  11  3.  8 3.25 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge 

Amberley. 

Pulborough  will  be  two  hours  forty  minutes  later. 


JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAY. 


One  of  the  very  best  London  anglers  sends  me  the 
following  : “ Roach,  chub,  and  dace  are  now  taking  weed 
at  the  weirs  on  the  Thames.  I saw  five  taken  at 
Teddington  weir  the  other  day.  Barbel  at  present 
prefer  cheese  paste,  gentles,  or  even  a good  pellet  of 
white  bread  paste,  to  worms.  I took  a 3 pounder  with 
gentles  on  fine  dace  tackle  and  very  small  hook.  The 
weed  should  be  floated  down,  and  not  used  in  still 
water ; the  brighter  and  greener  the  better. 

****** 

Two  dace,  weighing  respectively  14oz.  and  lOoz.,  were 
taken  at  Witham  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Herrod,  on  the  5th  inst. 


We  bog  to  call  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the 
following  important  letter  ; 

PRESERVATION  WEEK. 

Sir, — To-morrow  (Sunday,  10th  inst.)  and  following 
days  are  set  apart  for  the  annual  collection  in  aid  of 
the  fund.s  of  the  various  preservation  societies  looking 
after  the  rivers  chiefly  fished  by  London  anglers.  May 
we  ask  secretaries  of  clubs  to  do  their  utmost  to  make 
the  movement  a success?  Last  year  nearly  ^680  was 
thus  collected  and  distributed,  the  money  being  in  nearly 
all  instances  devoted  to  re-stocking  purposes,  and 
applied  to  waters  open  to  all  to  fish.  No  deduction 
whatever  is  made  ; the  small  expense  involved  in  print- 
ing is  borne  by  the  associations  jointly,  and  much  good 
has  been  done.  If  a collection  could  be  made  at  some 
of  our  riverside  hostelries  it  would  be  appreciated,  and 
the  contributions  of  anglers  not  members  of  clubs  or 
subscribers  to  nreservation  societies  would  be  very 
welcome.  Trusting  you  will  give  the  movement  every 
support, — We  are,  &c., 

R.  Ghurnet,  Sec.  Anglers’  Association, 
IIG,  Murray-street,  Hoxton,  N. 

W.  J.  Wade,  Sec.  Central  Association, 

G,  Priter-road,  Bermondsey,  S.E. 
****** 

Mr.  E.  Cook,  of  the  Brickmakers’  Arms,  Slough, 
asks  me  to  announce  that  a free  competition  will  take 
place  in  the  Slough  Canal  for  a series  of  prizes  on  Sept.  24. 
All  fish  to  weigh  (bar  eels).  Lea  standard.  This  com- 
petition is  only  open  to  members  holding  Anglers’ 
Association  privilege  tickets. 

****** 

The  first  deliveries  of  king  carp  and  tench  are  now 
being  made  from  the  Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,  Lincoln- 
shire. The  king  carp,  which  were  spawned  in  May,  are 
now  2in.  to  4in.  long.  If  they  are  taken  at  once  and  put 
into  ponds  these  fish  will  weigh  up  to  Jib.  each  at 
Christmas,  and,  under  favourable  conditions,  will  reach 
11b.  each  at  twelve  months  old.  They  grow  quite  six 
times  as  fast  as  tench. 

****** 

The  hon.  sec.  of  the  Fazeley  Fisheries,  Tamworth, 
informs  us  that  tickets  may  now  be  obtained  at  reduced 
rates  for  fishing  certain  stretches  of  the  Birmingham 
Canal.  This  is  good  news  for  Birmingham  angler <,  and 
may  possibly  be  taken  advantage  of  by  London  anglers. 
****** 

It  is  not  the  things  a man  can  do  that  he’s  proudest 
of ; it’s  the  things  he  cannot  do. 

****** 

Some  good  fish  have  been  recently  taken  from  the 
water  at  the  back  of  the  Vale  of  Health  Hotel,  Hamp- 
stead Heath.  A bream  of  31b.  3oz.  was  among  them. 
Angling  is  improving  at  ’Appy  ’Ampstead. 

* * * * * 

Sept.  19  and  20  have  been  designated  by  the  World’s 
Columbian  Exposition  as  Fishermen’s  Days,  and  Sept.  21 
as  Sportsmen’s  Day.  On  the  first  two  days  will  be  held, 
conjointly,  the  International  Convention  of  Fishermen, 
composed  of  commercial  fishermen  and  anglers,  lull 
prospectuses  of  which  will  be  issued  within  a week.  On 
Sportsmen’s  Day,  the  open  to  the  world  scientific 
angling  tournament,  for  experts  and  amateurs,  given  by 
the  Chicago  Fly  Casting  Club,  will  be  held  at  the  AValton 
House,  on  the  North  Lagoon  of  the  World’s  Fairgrounds. 
On  the  same  day,  the  sportsmen  of  the  United  States 
and  British  Provinces  will  meet  and  organise  a National 
Sportsmen’s  Association. 

****** 

On  Monday  next.  Sept.  11,  the  Royal  Aquarium  will 
introduce  a laughing  and  talking  seal.  It  is  stated  that 
this  wonderful  fish  will  follow  its  trainer  about,  shake 
hands,  comb  its  hair  (?),  fire  a cannon,  imitate  laughter 
most  naturally,  &c.,  &c.  To-day  (Saturday)  the  whole 
of  the  Aquarium  Company  of  swimming  experts  are  to 
give  exhibitions  of  natation  in  the  Thames  between 
Waterloo  and  Westminster  Bridges.  The  performances 
will  take  place  about  one  o’clock,  and  will  include 
various  methods  of  saving  life  from  drowning. 


****** 


A member  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers’  Society  (Mr. 
Henry  Ball),  fishing  one  morning  recently  at  Deal,  came 
ashore  with  twenty  nice  cod,  one  dab,  and  five  “ spotted 
dogs.”  The  bait  used  was  the  lug  worm  ; three  fathoms 
of  water  ; half  a mile  from  the  shore.  Sport  is  ” looking 


up  ” at  Deal 

* # * * * 


Those  of  our  readers  who  are  able  to  obey  the  com- 
mand to  *•  come  out, ’tis  now  September,”  should  send 
for  the  September  number  of  ” Scribner’s  Magazine.” 
It  is  a delightful  number,  and  wielders  of  the  double- 
handed  rod  or  the  double-barrelled  gun  will  find  rest, 
recreation,  instruction,  and  enjoyment  in  its  perusal. 
Even  with  a well-filled  purse,  Margaret  Sutton  Briscoe’s 
illustrated  story  of  an  I O U will  be  read  with  pleasure. 
#*-**#* 

The  largest  salmon  of  the  season,  and  about  the 
largest  ever  captured  on  the  river,  says  the  Calgary 
Tribune  of  Aug.  16,  was  taken  yesterday  by  one  of  the 
boats  fishing  for  the  Port  and  Winch  Company.  It 
weighed  84Jlb.,  and  was  a well-proportioned,  fine  looking 
fish.  The  manager  of  the  Hotel  Vancouver  purohased 
it,  but  it  should  have  been  sent  to  the  World’s  Pair. 
****** 

It  was  said,  not  long  ago,  that  almost  every  kind  of 
bird,  beast,  and  fish  on  the  face  of  the  earth  had  at  one 
time  or  another  fallen  a victim  to  the  prowess  of  that 
mighty  hunter,  Mr.  Selous,  but  it  appears  that  until  his 
recent  visit  to  Loch  Buie  he  had  never  killed  a sea- trout, 
grouse,  ptarmigan,  or  wild  goat.  Mr.  Selous  has  now 
returEed  to  the  Dark  Continent. 


Mr.  Bambridge  writes  us  that  a few  nights  ago, 
whilst  Mr.  Jarvis,  of  Harrnondsworth,  was  fly-fishing  for 
dace,  on  the  Colne,  ho  felt  a momentary  resistance  of 
the  line  in  making  a forward  cast,  and  a few  seconds 
after  the  head  of  a swallow  lay  at  his  feet,  the  fluttering 
decapitated  body  being  some  yards  away.  Mr.  B. 
Matthews,  of  Shepherd’s  Bush,  witnessed  the  occurrence. 
****** 

An  obtuse  angle— fishing  for  complimenls. 

****** 

A Rouen  girl  of  sixteen  fell  in  love  with  the  man- 
servant  of  the  family.  Her  parents  promptly  sent  the 
domestic  away,  but,  to  their  horror,  the  girl  joined  her 
lover  and  they  disappeared.  A fisherman  has  drawn  up 
in  his  net  the  bodies  of  the  two  young  people  securely 
attached  together  by  ropes  and  straps. 

«*«**# 

“ Tempo,”  in  last  Sunday’s  Reynolds,  says  : “ On 
Saturday,  Richard  Birch,  aged  fifty-two,  a Battersea 
labourer,  was  charged  at  the  South-Western  Police- 
court  with  unlawfully  fishing  in  the  ornamental  lake  in 
Battersea  Park.  Police-constable  Robson,  L.C.C., 
proved  the  arrest,  and  said  he  had  previously  cautioned 
the  prisoner. — Prisoner  ; I am  very  sorry.  1 was  hard 
up. — Mr.  Denman  : Did  he  give  his  right  name  and 
address? — Constable;  Yes,  sir. — Mr.  Denman:  Why 
was  he  arrested,  then  ? — Constable  ; The  proceedings  are 
under  section  31  of  the  bye-laws. — Mr.  Denman  : Yes,  I 
know;  but  it  is  only  a breach  of  the  bye-laws.  No  man 
should  be  arrested  if  he  gave  his  proper  name  and 
address  and  can  be  proceeded  against  by  a summons. 
No  one  should  be  arrested  unless  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary.— Inspector  Dennes  : I am  told,  sir,  that  the  man 
was  released  on  his  own  recognizances  by  the  police. — 
Mr.  Denman  ; That  was  quite  right.  Prisoner  will  be 
fined  5s. 

****** 

A MEMBER  of  the  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  writing  in 
Wednesday’s  Sun  in  reference  to  the  man  charged  at 
the  South  London  Police-court,  before  Mr.  Denman,  with 
angling  in  Battersea  Park,  says: — “The  man  pleaded 
that  poverty  and  illness  caused  him  to  do  so.  Now, 
being  very  fond  of  angling  myself,  I have  often  thought 
it  is  a pity  permission  could  not  be  given,  under  certain 
restrictions,  for  people  to  use  the  rod  and  line  in  the 
ponds  in  the  various  parks.  Asmall  fee  could  be  charged, 
which  those  who  are  fond  of  angling  would  be  very  will- 
ing to  pay.  The  money  thus  gained  could  be  given  to 
some  charity  which  would  assist  such  cases  as  the  one 
mentioned  above.  Permission  to  angle  would  be  a boon 
to  many,  and  could  inconvenience  no  one.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  the  authorities  will  look  to  it.” 

****** 

Our  good  “Templar,”  in  “ Waltoniana,”  describes 
the  case  of  Edgar  Howell,  w'ho  fished  the  East  London 
Reservoir  “ without  an  order.”  According  to  the  police 
reports,  Howell  was  out  of  work  and  Birch  “ hard-up.” 
Every  London  angler  knows  that  “ Dragnet  ” would 
gladly  have  added  Battersea  Park  to  the  list  of 
“angling  stations,”  and  heartily  agrees  with  “A 
Member  of  the  Norfolk  Angling  Society  ” that  it  would 
“ be  a boon  to  many.”  True,  there  would  probably  be 
some  objection  raised  about  the  number  of  weeds.  But 
the  weeds  would  be  tolerated  if  permission  to  fish  were 
granted  by  “ the  authorities.”  I am  afraid  it  will  be  a 
long  time  before  the  London  angler  will  have  to  com-, 
plain  of  the  weeds  in  the  water-works. 

****** 

A Birmingham  contemporary  says  that  Mr.  McAuliffe, 
a gentleman  who  owns  water  on  the  Shannon,  not  being 
satisfied  with  legitimate  methods  for  taking  fish,  has 
been  trying  a dodge  of  his  own.  He  has  since  had  a 
formal  interview  with  a magistrate,  and  returned  home 
.£140  the  poorer.  A lady  living  in  the  same  locality 
yielded  to  the  same  temptation,  and  her  subscription 
amounted  to  the  sum  of  £70.  The  fees  for  evading  the 
law  are  higher  in  Ireland  than  in  Battersea  Park. 

****** 
“Halcyon,”  speaking  of  the  various  methods 
employed  in  sea  fishing,  says  : “ Another  useful  spin- 
ning bait,  especially  for  bass  when  shoaling  on  the 
surface,  is  the  ‘ Saroelle,’  called  after  its  inventor, 
Mr.  Charles  Payton.  It  is  formed  by  strips  of  thin, 
red  indiarubber  band,  three  or  four  being  attached  to  a 
length  of  gut  terminating  in  a treble  hook,  and  is  no 
doubt  taken  as  a sand  eel.”  This  may  account  for  the 
appearance  of  about  a yard  of  red  indiarubber  _ gas 
tubing  which  I noticed  recently  it  the  “ kit  ” of  a friend 
who  said  he  was  “ going  sea  fishing.”  It  would  be 
interesting  to  know  if  this  bait  is  used  raw  or  boiled. 

****** 

The  Central  Association  Parliament,  on  Monday  last, 
may  be  described  as  a “full  house.”  Mr.  Edward  P. 
Dove,  the  “hon.”  and  “learned”  counsel,  has  great 
hopes  of  seeing  his  new  Bill  for  confirminer  the  right  to 
fish  in  navigable  rivers  become  law.  If  anglers  only 
knew  their  strength,  it  would  be  a comparatively  easy 
matter.  Both  Mr.  Dove  and  Mr.  Evans  are  deserving  of 
the  heartiest  thanks  for  their  services  to  Donald  Flint. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  subscribers  to  the  “Donald 
Flint  Defence  Fund  ” will  see  their  way  to  allowing  the 
money  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  Bill 
in  question. 

* * * * * « 

Mr.  Dove  says  he  will  gladly  do  all  he  can  to  promote, 
the  happiness  and  welfare  of  the  London  angler.  I 
should  like  to  ask  him  whether  the  City  of  London  and 
Rising  Sun  Angling  Society  would  not  bo  well  advised  to 
take  Exeter  Hall  on  thn  occasion  of  the  next  visit,  for 
when  the  Central  contingent  arrived  on  the  scene  on 
Monday  last,  several  admirers  of  good  friend  Cas  were 
obliged  to  content  themselves  with  a seat  on  the  stairs, 
and  amongst  them  was  Dragnet. 
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IProvincial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  seventh  annual  contest  in  connection  with  the  Bir- 
mingham Angling  Association,  was  fished  on  Monday  last 
at  Pershore,intheEiver  Avon.  The  contestants  numbered 
about  lilO.  At  12.30  the  signal  to  commence  fishing  was 
given,  when  the  greatest  contest  ever  held  in  the  Mid- 
lands up  to  the  present  time,  and  which  will  last  long  in 
the  memories  of  the  members,  commenced,  each  com- 
petitor trying  all  he  knew  to  outrival  his  neighbour,  and 
if  possible  to  become  identified  with  the  prize  list,  and 
also  to  become  the  winner  of  the  challenge  cup  for  the 
first  year.  The  fish  taken  were  above  the  average.  At 
3.30  the  signal  to  cease  fishing  was  given.  The  result 
was  as  follows  : 


No. 

Name. 

Club. 

Weight, 

1 

W.  Horne,  jun 

Deritend  

lb. 

oz. 

6^- 

2 

A.  Padj^'ctt  

Brookfields 

6 

10 

3 

H.  Garner 

Bellbarn  

3 

4 

•) 

144 

5 

T.  Kimberlev 

Brothers  Well  Met  

•J 

13' 

6 

t;| 

7 

Perks 

Highgate  Park  

•2 

6| 

8 

T.  Russell 

Aslited  

2 

6 

9 

•> 

H 

■(10 

J.  Attwood  

Hearts  of  Oak  

2 

u 

11 

W.  Holliugs 

Deritend  

2 

0 

12 

1 

1/)^ 

13 

1 

1 ■)" 

(14 

Goodcbild 

Highgate  Park  

1 

Uh 

(16 

Trevor  

Convivial 

1 

144 

16 

W.  Horne 

Deritend  

1 

12r‘ 

(17 

J.  Gilman 

Fruitful  Vine 

1 

i-'i 

■(18 

J.  Hounslow  

Vine  Unity 

1 

U.'i 

(19 

Beaumont 

Dudley 

1 

10 

■(•'0 

Kingerley 

Highgate 

1 

10 

21 

S.  Mills 

Rnse  and  ( 'rown  

1 

!'i 

22 

Newton 

Ballsall  Heatb  

1 

9? 

23 

Jewsbury 

Convivial  

1 

9 

24 

W.  Neale 

Small  Heath  ,... 

1 

(•25 

Kimberley,  jun 

St.  Paul's 

1 

74 

'(26 

Lee 

Hearts  of  Oak 

1 

27 

Slinn  

Highgate 

1 

7 

28 

Hall  

1 

6| 

29 

6.  Oonke  

Plume  

1 

30 

Clewley 

Plume  

1 

6 

31 

Lissermau  

Leopold  

1 

5? 

(32 

Simpson  

Deritend  

1 

45 

■)33 

(.34 

1 

1 

4a 

Garrett 

Old  Green  l\Ian 

4i 

■(.35 

C.  Waiuwriffbt  

West  End  

I 

4i 

36 

Sliuttlewurtli  

Victoria  

1 

4 

37 

Ma^yson 

Greet 

1 

3f 

38 

T.  {Street  

Leopold  

1 

3^ 

39 

\V.  H.  Strange  

Highgate 

1 

3 

(40 

Bryant  

Rose  and  Crown  

1 

2i 

(41 

Bates 

P>rothers  Well  Met  

1 

2| 

42 

G.  Edwards 

St.  Stephens  

1 

24 

43 

f4.  Hnklcr 

Belllmrn  \ 

1 

44 

Douglas 

ARhted  

1 

2 

f 4o 

Hunt  

Uigbgate 

1 

li 

\ 46 

Hall  

1 

If 

S 47 

J.  Hoftum 

Small  Heath  

1 

J4- 

/ 4« 

Duftiold 

Aston  Britannia 

1 

li 

(.49 

Luckmau 

West  End  

1 

li 

Those  bracketed  are  ties.  The  takes  of  fish  are  far 
above  the  average,  the  winner  holding  the  record  ; the 
second  man  took  a fine  bream,  which  weighed  Gib.  The 
■water  was  of  a good  colour,  but  very  low.  Messrs. 
Coles  and  Hall  were  referees.  The  prizes,  which 
number  about  forty-eight  splendid  useful  articles,  will 
be  distributed  at  the  Biranngham  Arms  Hotel,  Smith- 
field,  on  Thursday  evening,  September  21. 


FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

Owing  to  the  continued  drought  the  Trent  is  lower 
than  it  has  been  for  years. 

The  Dove  is  also  low  and  clear,  and  the  few  fish  that 
have  been  taken  have  fallen  mostly  to  the  red  cater- 
pillar. 

On  the  Wye  and  Derwent  a similar  state  of  matters 
prevails,  though  graying  have  been  rising  in  both 
rivers  with  a fair  degree  of  freedom,  and  are  of  an 
excellent  average  size  and  in  prime  condition.  The 
evening  rise  has  been  the  best. 

The  “ dibbing  ” fraternity,  with  natural  flies,  have, 
as  usual,  taken  a few  good  trout  under  the  bushes. 

Coarse  fishers  have  done  fairly  well  in  the  Derwent, 
and,  indeed,  coarse  fish  and  grayling  should  now  content 
anglers  in  Derbyshire,  as  the  trout  are,  as  a rule, 
rather  out  of  condition  by  September,  and  this  year  are 
particularly  forward,  owing  to  the  phenomenally  early 
season,  in  the  matter  of  ripening  for  spawning. 

The  Trent  is  yielding  only  moderate  sport  amongst 
barbel.  At  Hardlow,  however,  one  of  81b.  was  taken, 
foul  hooked,  by  a Nottingham  angler,  the  same  angler 
securing  also  a good  bag  of  dace,  which  are  in  very  fine 
condition  this  year.  At  King’s  Mills  and  Weston  sport 
has  been  moderately  good,  while  creed  wheat  has 
accounted  for  one  or  two  good  bags  of  roach  in  the 
Shardlow  reach.  Eels  are  running  fairly  well,  and  the 
“fixed  engines”  are  making  good  average  takes 
nightly. 

1 have  heard  of  no  salmon  being  seen  in  the  river  of 
late,  and  no  doubt  they  will  not  make  their  appearance 
until  the  first  heavy  flood. 

In  the  canals  not  much  has  been  done,  while  the 
brooks  are  too  low  for  angling,  and  the  season,  so  far 
as  they  are  concerned,  is  practically  over. 

The  rod  tax  on  coarse  fishers  is  again  being  brought  | 
fo  rward. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

We  have  had  no  rain  for  some  time,  and  the  rivers  and 
drains  are  consequently  running  at  their  lowest  summer 
level.  Angling  is  by  no  means  so  good  now  as  it  was  a 
month  ago  ; still,  hundreds  of  fishing  excursionists  con- 
tinue to  arrive  in  the  district. 

Roach  have  been  off  the  feed  again  this  week  owing, 
no  doubt,  to  the  return  of  the  bright  hot  weather,  and, 
generally  speaking,  light  creels  have  been  made.  On  the 
other  hand,  perch  have  been  more  inclined  to  bite  at  the 
worm,  and  one  of  Iflb.  was  taken  from  the  Forty-foot  by 
Mr.  Winter. 

Bream  in  the  Witham  have  given  fair  sport.  The 
drain-ends  have  yielded  the  best  fish,  and  those  who  have 
the  advantage  of  operating  on  a baited  ground  continue 
to  make  fair  baskets. 

The  season  on  the  Welland  and  Glen  has,  so  far,  been 
a good  one,  but  the  outlook  is  not  encouraging. 

On  Wednesday  the  barometer  was  falling,  and  there 
seemed  a prospect  of  rain,  which  is  badly  wanted. 


FRCM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Reports  from  rivers  in  this  district  vary  somewhat  as 
to  their  condition.  While  some  in  North  Westmoreland 
are  stated  to  have  been  disturbed  during  the  past  week, 
those  in  the  southern  portion  are  clear  and  low,  very 
little  rain  having  fallen.  Windermere  continues  to 
attract  perch  fishers,  few  of  whom  fail  to  secure  good 
takes.  On  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Eden,  bottom  fishers 
have  been  much  in  evidence,  most  successful  among 
whom  has  been  Mr.  R.  C.  Green,  of  Sunderland.  Chub  are 
also  now  plentiful,  and  good  baskets  should  be  made. 
The  Rev.  J.  McConnell  has  enioyed  fair  snort  on  the 
Sprint ; but  not  much  has  been  done  on  the  Kent,  one  of 
the  most  expert  anglers  on  this  river  stating  that  his 
“ bag”  during  the  past  week  has  consisted  of  one  small 
trout.  Mr.  Edgar  Stabler,  however,  has  done  better ; 
and  some  others,  though  not  boastful  of  recent  achieve- 
ments, do  not  complain,  and  are  hopeful  of  better  things 
when  the  rains  come  in  earnest.  There  are  salmon  mort 
in  plenty  in  the  Lower  Kent  and  some  of  the  becks,  and 
time  yet  remains  in  which  amends  may  be  made  for  the 
so  far  unprofitable  season.  Rivers  in  South  and  West 
Cumberland  have  not  afforded  much  sport  during  the 
past  few  days.  A few  salmon  of  fair  dimensions  have 
been  landed,  but  not  in  the  quantity  of  past  years.  Rain 
is  again  needed,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  indications 
are  not  wanting  of  its  near  approach. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  championship  competition,  promoted  by  the 
Worsley  Canal  Fishery,  on  the  2nd  was  a great  success. 
No  less  than  .573  entries  were  received,  and  531  fished. 
The  prizes,  twenty-eight  in  number  were  both  useful 
and  valuable,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  medals,  were 
articles  of  an  angler's  outfit.  Mr.  Charles  Crapper 
started  the  men  to  a minute,  an  example  of  punctuality 
worthy  of  emulation.  The  prizes  were  awarded  as 
follows:  1,  Gold  medal  and  the  championship  of  the 

fishery  for  1893,  Mr.  Isaac  Hampson,  of  Pendleton  ; 
2,  Silver  medal  and  special  prize  for  the  heaviest  fish, 
Mr.  George  Wilson,  of  Monton  ; 3,  Peter  Collier ; 4,  John 
Cook;  5,  Joseph  Dixon;  6,  Wm.  Wild;  7,  Walter 
White;  8,  J.  Bradbnrn  ; 9,  Robert  Sumner  ; 10,  William 
Young;  11,  John  Burtonwood  ; 12,  John  Sumner;  13, 
Thomas  Woods  ; 14,  Fi’ank  Hindley  ; 15,  Alfred  Stott ; 
16,  Thos.  Smith  ; 17,  John  Dunbar  ; 18,  Jos.  Kirby ; 19, 
Jos.  Lamb  ; 20,  James  Knape  ; 21,  Samirel  White  ; 22, 
John  Leyland  ; 23,  Thos.  Kenyon  ; 24,  J.  W.  Jones  ; 25, 
D.  Blackwell ; 26,  Geo.  Haywood  ; 27,  M.  Hayes.  The 
prizes  were  immediately  presented,  and  a cordial  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  referee,  Mr.  Crapper,  brought  the  pro- 
ceedings to  a conclusion. 

On  Aug.  31  a prosecution  took  plane  at  the  County 
Police  Court  of  a boatman  who  wilfully  threw  a lot  of 
filthy  matter  into  this  canal,  and  doubtless  the  con- 
viction obtained  will  have  a.salutory  effect. 

The  stocking  of  Whaley  Bridge  Reservoir  will  occupy 
the  attention  of  the  lessee,  and  it  is  understood  that  no 
trouble  or  expense  will  be  spared  to  make  this  fishery 
one  of  the  best  in  the  district. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

We  have  had  a grand  week  of  sport,  roach  and  bream 
biting  well  on  both  Yare  and  Bure.  Some  splendid 
catches  have  been  made,  and  the  fish  have  been  of  very 
good  average  size.  The  bream  are  moving  up  the  Yare, 
and  are  now  being  caught  in  good  numbers  at  Bircken- 
ham,  though  a lot  are  still  being  taken  at  Reedham  in 
spite  of  the  salt  tides. 

Fishing  on  the  Bure  is  very  good  from  Wroxham 
Broad  to  Thurne  Mouth.  On  Monday,  Messrs.  Garrett 
and  Fortescue,  of  Yarmouth,  took  eight  stone  of  bream 
at  Reedham  Perry;  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Daubrey,  of 
London,  fishing  with  Professor  Marcon  at  Buckingham, 
took  forty-three  bream  weighing  over  five  stone  ; and  on 
Tuesday  Marcon  took  ninety-two  splendid  roach,  some 
over  IJlb.  On  Sept.  4,  Mr.  G.  Cubitt,  of  Norwich,  took 
four  stone  of  roach  and  bream  at  South  Walsham,  on 
the  Bure  ; Mr.  Roberts  and  friend  took  thirteen  stone 
of  bream  on  Wroxham  Broad,  and  the  Central  Amalga- 
mated Anglers’  Society  (Norwich)  took  eight  stone  on 
the  broad  the  same  day,  while  a third  party  took  seven 
stone  of  fish,  roach  and  bream,  one  of  the  roach  weighing 
21b.  2oz.  Good  catches  have  been  made  in  Horning 
village  reach.  As  long  as  the  present  lovely  weather 
holds  there  is  every  reason  to  expect  a continuance  of 
good  sport  on  our  rivers,  which  are  all  in  capital  order. 


Mr.  Alexander  Wright,  Accountant,  of  10.  Everelda-street, 
Barnsbury,  N.  (member  of  the  Gresham,  Junior  Fly-Fishers,  &c.;. 
undertakes  the  auditing  and  balancing  of  every  description  of 
accounts  at  moderate  rates.  Rents  and  debts  collected. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  is  exceptionally  low  and  bright,  and  favours 
barbel  and  chub  fishing,  the  former  with  worm,  and  the 
latter  with  wasp  grub.  The  weed  is,  however,  a great 
nuisance.  At  Holme  Pierrcpont  Mr.  M.  Leek  landed 
upwards  of  .501b.  of  barbel,  and  in  four  outings  this 
angler,  in  company  of  Mr,  A.  Sewell,  has  killed  nearly 
3001b.  ot  these  game  summer  fish.  Mr.  J.  Stevenson, 
Mr.  J.  Lowater,  Mr.  W.  Saxby,  and  Mr.  J.  Cooper  have 
each  taken  barbel  in  the  same  fishery  during  the  week. 
At  Shardlow  Mr.  G.  Bates  has  creeled  twenty-three  in 
two  outings.  On  Monday  I caught  three,  one  over 
5Jlb.,  in  private  waters,  and  lost  a heavy  specimen, 
which  was  hooked  by  the  anal  fin.  Mr.  J.  H.  Tomlin- 
son, of  Newark,  has  killed,  off  Muskham  Bridge,  a chub 
of  SJlb.,  and  in  the  same  district  Mr.  W.  M.  Ball 
(“  Trentsider  ”)  has  excelled  amongst  barbel.  Mr.  W. 
Mills  has  killed  large  chub  and  barbel  in  the  Wilford 
fishery.  At  King’s  Mills  on  Tuesday  Mr.  W.  Brewill 
and  Mr.  J.  Theaker  had  a substantial  bag  of  dace,  perch, 
eels,  and  one  barbel.  The  creed  wheat  anglers  are  doing 
well  amongst  roach.  The  Nottingham  anglers  have  de- 
cided to  send  a deputation  to  the  Trent  Fishery  Board, 
asking  the  board  to  enforce  a general  licence  on  the  rods 
of  coarse  fish  anglers.  They  have  discovered  that  volun- 
tary effort  in  the  matter  of  employing  water  bailiffs  is  a 
failure.  


FROM  PETERBOROUGH  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  water  is  very  low,  and  rain  much  needed.  Bream 
are  biting,  but  only  small  fish  have  been  captured. 
Perch  are  very  backward.  Several  takes  of  roach  are 
reported,  these  fish  feeding  very  well  with  wheat.  At 
Milton  Perry  Mi.  Irvine  and  Mr.  'Whatling  landed  forty- 
eight  roach. 

Several  good  takes  of  perch  are  reported  from  Elton. 

Some  excellent  sport  has  been  obtained  in  the  Nene  at 
Whittlesey,  where  roach  are  feeding  ravenously.  On 
Thursday  Mr.  Reginal  Truman,  with  Serjeant  Middle- 
ton,  caught  four  stone  of  fine  roach  in  the  Association 
waters ; other  large  bags  have  been  taken  by  Messrs. 
Rowell  and  Pitzjohn. 

The  St.  Ives  and  District  Angling  Society  held  a 
roving  tournament  on  Thursday,  but  the  takes  were  not 
heavy,  the  first  prize  being  secured  by  Mr.  H.  Brown, 
Penstanton,  with  a fish  weighing  15Joz.  Bream  are 
biting  well  at  St.  Ives,  especially  at  night  time.  Two 
local  anglers  bagged  forty-seven,  weighing  seven  stone, 
and  also  a tench,  weighing  31b. 

At  Ramsey  two  well-known  angler.s  visited  private 
waters,  and  landed  thirty-nine  bream  about  21b.  each, 
also  two  tench,  weighing  31b.  each,  and  numerous 
4-pounders. 

An  angling  society  has  been  formed  at  March. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  past  week’s  angling  has  not  been  near  so  good  as 
it  was  up  to  a few  weeks  ago,  and  the  great  army  of 
Sheffield  fishermen  are  doing  much  less  than  they  have 
been  doing  hitherto.  Local  waters  have  not  been  much 
tried  lately,  but  where  they  have  results  have  been  by 
no  means  satisfactory.  The  best  local  water  just  now 
for  coarse  fishing  is  Pebley  Pond,  near  Eckington,  where 
fair  sport  has  lately  been  enjoyed.  On  Saturday  the 
owner  is  giving  a free  day  to  local  anglers,  and,  granted 
a suitable  day,  there  will  be  plenty  there,  and  many  fish 
caught.  Farther  a field  in  Lincolnshire,  rivers  are 
running  very  low  in  consequence  of  the  drought  and 
heat,  and  sport  is  up  to  high  water  mark.  In  Derby- 
shire the  Derwent  is  very  low  and  clear,  and  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Sheffield  there  is  not  much  doing. 
Very  few  are  caught  in  the  shallows,  and  in  the  deeps 
below  Grindleford  Bridge  both  trout  and  grayling  are 
taking  the  artificial  fly  very  sparingly.  A nice  fat  worm 
late  at  night  in  a quiet  hole  is  as  good  as  anything  just 
now. 

The  recently  formed  society  for  the  prevention  of 
pollution  in  Sheffield  and  district  rivers  has  issued  its 
code  of  laws  and  programme.  From  this  it  appears  that 
the  prevention  of  pollution  is  to  be  aimed  at  in  every 
possible  way,  and  local  authorities  are  to  be  assisted 
whenever  possible  in  making  offenders  smart.  I only 
hope  that  during  the  winter  months  we  shall  hear  of  a 
few  prosecutions.  There  is  ample  room  for  them. 
During  the  hot  weather,  looking  at  the  filthy,  stinking 
waters  of  the  Don,  it  has  been  hard  to  believe  that  a 
few  miles  above  Sheffield  it  is  a beautiful  moorland 
stream,  whose  crystal  waters  contain  many  a lusty 
trout.  


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  Severn  Conservators  have  been  investigating  the 
case  of  fish  poisoning  in  the  Roden.  A number  of  fine 
trout  and  many  coarse  fish  had  been  destroyed  by  some 
poisonous  matter.  One  or  two  of  the  dead  fish,  together 
with  a sample  of  the  water,  were  sent  to  the  board’s 
officials  at  Worcester  for  examination,  but  no  definite 
conclusion  as  to  the  cause  has  yet  been  arrived  at. 

Another  case  of  fish  poisoning  in  the  River  Rea  has 
been  inquired  into.  A man  was  seen  behaving  in  a 
suspicious  manner  on  the  bank  of  the  stream,  but  he 
made  off  before  he  could  be  identified.  A portion  of 
what  appeared  to  be  gas  lime  was  found  on  the  bank, 
and  a number  of  coarse  fish  came  to  the  surface  in  an 
exhausted  condition. 

The  Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling  Society  have 
approached  Lord  Hill  with  a view  of  obtaining  permis- 
sion for  a day’s  fishing  on  his  charming  estate  at 
Hawkestone. 

'The  two  water  bailiff's  who  are  now  protecting  the 
River  Severn  in  Shropshire,  one  of  whom  is  employed 
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by  the  Severn  Conservators  and  the  other  by  the  Shrop- 
shire Angling  Assooiation,  are  working  very  satisfao- 
torily. 

The  bailiff  in  the  service  of  the  Shropshire  Angling 
Assooiation  has  received  instructions  to  prevent  netting 
in  the  water  over  which  the  riparian  owners  connected 
with  this  new  body  have  claimed  control,  and  fly  fishing 
may  not  be  carried  on  by  anglers  outside  the  limits  of 
the  borough  of  Shrewsbury,  except  on  production  of  the 
Association  ticket,  or  the  membership  card  of  the 
Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling  Society,  which  contains  a 
provision  that  it  is  “ available  for  fishing  with  rod  and 
line  over  such  portions  of  the  Kiver  Severn  as  are 
preserved  by  the  Shropshire  Severn  Angling  Associa- 
tion.” 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  in  this  district  has  been  poor  during  the  past 
week.  On  the  Avon  on  the  3rd  inst.,  several  club 
members  had  almost  a blank  day  : on  the  day  following, 
one  of  the  Working  Men’s  Club,  Macgothlin,  fished  same 
water  and  caught  over  301b.  Again,  on  the  Severn, 
Dyke  Weir  was  fished  2nd  and  3rd  inst.,  and  hardly  a 
fish  taken  ; on  Monday,  A.  Bosworth  caught  Ifijlb.  at 
same  place.  Sport  on  the  Avon  has  been  somewhat 
better,  the  trout  have  bit  very  shyly,  but  some  good 
grayling  have  been  taken  with  Red  Tag,  Whirling  Blue, 
August  Dun,  and  Green  Insect,  and  some  nice  dace  with 
the  maggot.  The  Worcester  Angling  Society  had  their 
annual  outing  on  Thursday,  Aug.  31,  to  Nownham 
Bridge,  on  the  Teme.  There  was  a large  attendance, 
and  the  contest  very  keen  ; no  game  fish  under  4oz. 
allowed  to  weigh.  Mr.  Cooper  was  1st,  with  71b.  6oz.  ; 
2nd,  Warner,  61b.  lOoz. ; 3rd,  Shipway,  41b.  6oz.  ; 4th, 
Stokes,  31b.  8oz.  ; 5th,  Thrift,  31b.  3oz.  ; 6th,  T.  Prosser. 
Mr.  Martin  Perkes  caught  a grand  basket  of  fish,  but 
did  not  weigh-in  for  prizes.  The  members  dined  at  the 
inn  after  the  contest.  The  salmon  season  in  this  district 
closed  on  Thursday  last,  the  nets  taking  three  fish, 
averaging  111b.  each,  among  the  whole  of  them.  It  has 
been  one  of  the  worst  ever  known,  some  of  the  nets 
have  taken  nothing  since  May  last. 


FROM  IRELAND. 

DUBLIN.— As  the  angling  season  here  is  approaching 
the  close,  sport  shows  good  signs  of  improvement. 
Around  Dublin  rods  have  done  well  with  trout,  and 
rough  fishing  is  also  affording  excellent  sport.  VVe  are 
having  some  rain  now  and  again,  and  this  will  improve 
the  rivers,  which,  owing  to  the  prolonged  drought 
of  last  month,  had  fallen  very  low.  In  a couple  of 
weeks  or  so  fishing  will  terminate  in  the  rivers  of  co. 
Wicklow,  and  it  is  remarked  that  the  present  season 
throughout  that  district  was  not  quite  up  to  the  mark. 
Fishing  in  Dublin  Bay  is  just  now  being  attended  with 
phenomenal  success,  and  positive  shoals  of  mackerel 
have  invaded  us ; Kingstown  Harbour  is  simply  alive 
with  them.  The  pier  walls  are  crowded  with  rods  and 
lines,  and,  altogether,  the  sport  afforded  here  this 
season  has  been  unprecedented. 


KERRY.— On  Waterville  Lake  the  trout  fishing  has 
still  further  declined,  and  the  baskets  recorded  were 
the  smallest  for  several  years  at  this  time  of  the  year. 
A few  salmon  were  had  trolling  in  the  upper  waters. 
There  has  not  been  as  many  anglers  out  last  week  as  on 
the  previous  one,  and  the  season  appears  likely  to  close 
even  worse  than  it  began.  The  weather,  however,  has 
had  much  to  do  with  this,  being  very  unfavourable  for 
angling  during  the  greater  part  of  the  time.  Sport  on 
the  Killarney  waters  has  been  very  dull.  A large  eel, 
measuring  eight  feet  in  length  and  weighing  something 
over  281b.,  was  taken  on  one  of  the  lakes  last  week.  In 
the  Glencar  district  a few  good  baskets  of  trout  were 
had  last  week.  At  Rossbeigh  matters  remain  in  a very 
backward  state.  , , . t- 

Very  little  sport  has  been  had  an  the  South  Kerry 
waters,  and  in  the  North  Kerry  districts  anglers  have 
been  greatly  complaining  of  low  waters  and  bright  sun- 
shine. On  Coppal  Lake,  in  the  Waterville  district, 
sport  has  been  pretty  good  at  both  white  and  brown 
trout.  This  water  continues  in  good  volume,  and  is  now 

in  nice  angling  order.  v a ■ a.  r 

On  the  Inny  river,  in  the  Waterville  district,  a tew 
good  trout  have  been  had,  but  nothing  has  been  done 
among  salmon.  , ^ 

On  Derriana  Lake  sport  has  been  good.  The  baskets 
obtained  since  last  notes  ran  from  three  dozen  to  four 
dozen  trout,  the  greater  being  either  brown  or  lake 
trout.  Salmon  are  reported  very  numerous  in  the  pre- 
served section  of  Waterville  river.  The  sea-fishing 
continues  first-rate  along  the  coast.  Anglers  out  from 
Waterville  have  had  large  hampers  of  gurnet,  whiting, 
bream,  &c.,  among  the  more  successful  anglers  being 
Dr.  Coates,  Mr.  J.  H.  Merry  weather.  Dr.  Tomes,  and 
Dr.  Savage.  Pollack  anglers  have  been  getting  from 
twenty  to  forty  in  an  afternoon’s  fishing  at  several 
points  between  Dingle  and  Kenraare. 


Sow  THE  Seeds  of  good  health,  prune  and  strengthen  sickly 
and  weak  branches  of  the  tree  of  life,  with  the  aid  of  Holloway  s 
World  Eenowned  Pills  and  Ointment.  The  Pills  nnpro\;e  the 
appetite,  strengthen  tiie  digestion  and  regulate  the  liver.  Umler 
treatment  with  the  Ointment,  hail  legs  become  sound,  scorhiiuo 
skins  cast  off  their  scale.s,  and  scrofulous  sores  cease  to  annoy. 
When  rubbed  upon  the  abdomen,  it  checks  nil  tendency  to 
irritation  in  the  howls,  and  averts  diarrhoea,  and  other  disorders 
of  the  intestines  frequently  prevailing  througli  the  summer  and 
fruit  seasons.  Heat  Immps.  blotches,  pimples,  intlamination  of 
the  skin,  and  enlarged  glands,  can  Itc  elfectiveiy  overcome  by 
using  Holloway's  remedies,  according  to  instructions  given  to 
each  purcliaser. 


THE  PAST  SEASON  ON  LOCH  LEVEN. 

The  season  just  closed  has  been  a very  successful  one, 
and  a full  average  of  sport  has  been  obtained  by  the 
many  anglers  who  frequent  this  prolific  though  fickle 
lake.  It  has  certainly  been  the  most  productive  of 
sport  since  1888,  and  that  too  in  defiance  of  the 
unfavourable  weather  during  the  whole  season,  which 
was  exceptionally  dry  and  warm,  with  clear  sunshine. 
The  various  fishing  months  of  the  year  compare  favour- 
ably with  the  five  preceding,  which  are  as  follows  in 
the  various  captures  : — 


April  

May  

June 

July 

August 

September  , 

Total  Trout 
Weight  in  lbs 


1888.  1889.  1890.  1891.  1892.  1893. 

1025  434  1174  553  1362  1338 

4456  2413  4649  4762  4845  7034 

7811  2449  2630  5196  2100  5038 

3992  1382  992  724  1037  2948 

4833  6306  1318  3888  3228  5848 

925  113  619 


22,117  12,984  10,763  16,048  12,735  22,825 

16,594  10,692  9,071  12,833  11,744  19,168 

A very  singular  feature  of  the  past  season  is  the  fact 
that  nearly  all  the  trout  were  captured  with  fly.  The 
foregoinn-  figures  show  the  quantity  of  trout  the  loch  is 
capable  of  yielding,  and  in  order  to  test  the  character 
of  the  sport  it  is  only  necessary  to  take  into  account  the 
number  of  anglers  engaged,  and  this  can  only  be  done 
by  careful  analysis  of  the  club  competitions.  There 
have  been  engaged  at  the  105  competitions  1437  rods, 
whose  total  captures  consist  of  7567  trout,  .58191b.,  or  an 
average  of  41b.  OJoz.  The  anglers  generally  occupie  a 
popular  day  of  eight  hours,  and  wholly  depend  upon 
their  own  efforts,  without  the  boatmen  s assistance. 

There  were  thirty-eight  regularly  constituted  clubs 
engaged  in  ninety-seven  competitions,  and  although  the 
baskets  varied  considerably  by  the  competitors  in  each 
of  the  clubs,  they  on  the  whole  compare  favourably 
with  the  results  of  the  past  and  many  previous  seasons. 
The  biggest  aggregate  was  landed  by  the  Kinross-shire 
Club  at  their  four  competitions,  when  eighty-eight  com- 
petitors reported  479  trout — 4021b.  The  best  uiiited 
averao-e  of  any  club  during  the  season  was  reported  by 
,mnpf-.if.r,r9.  from  the  St.  Mnno-n  Club,  with 


friT'f’u.fwn  fin 


61b.  14oz.  ; 


j Ao.  Cum- 
1 petitions.  1 

1 No.  Gum- 
1 petitors. 

o 

u 

lb. 

oz. 

i 

Average 

Bridge  of  Allan  

Blairgowrie 

BotliweU  and  Blaatyre  

Callander 

Gllackmannau  

Coatbridge  

Dnnfermline  

Dundee 

West  End  

Edinburgh  Amateur  

Breadalbane 

Coclibnrn 

4 

1 

1 

4 

4 

‘A 

0 
2 

1 
2 

40 
10 
20 

() 

41 
2.) 
51 
09 

25 

20 

12 

282 

14 

83 

21 

238 
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334 

353 

148 

100 

121 

81 

30 

235 

10 

54 

20 

107 

88 

220 

257 

131 

70 

74 

24 

34 

11  ' 

10  i 
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' 
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11 

4 

13  ' 
11 

5 
4 

1 

2 

4 

4 

3 

4 
3 

2 

14 

1 

1 

8 

5 
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1 

114 
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2 

22 

128 

117 

14 

5 

1 

20 
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91 

— 

3 

8 

2 

14 

74 

52 

1.5 

3 

124 

Waverley 

Falkirk 

a 

4 

05 

54 

40 

225 

109 

259 

174 

87 

1 

u 

3 

154 

34 

Glasgow  Bohemian  

i 

10 

4 

18 

48 

17 

15 

13 

4 

4 

14 

>) 

25 

171 

130 

— 

3 

14 

1 20 

95 

— 1 

G 

12 

5 

42 

305 

289 

9i 
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3 

14 

•> 

10 

58 

50 
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40 

19 

10 

2 

— 
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West  of  Scotland  

{) 

4 

72 

84 

4112 

337 

3‘)3 

15 

8 

11 

11 

4 

34 

181 

159 

74 

4 

11 

4 

88 

479 
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04 

1 ^ 
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1 

40 

142 

102 

i 15 

9 

44 
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Paisley  Rowbank  

21 

134 

92 

110 

54 

14 

5 

4 

42 

244 

1 195 

4 

4 

10 

4 

34 

173 

m 

15 

1 3 

9 

4 

40 

204 
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0 

; 3 

44 

2 

19 

82 

1 04 

8 

1 3 

0 

Uddingston  Waltonians 

2 

31 

130 

i 80 

10 

9 

The  first  trout  killed  was  by  Mr.  Fortune,  Cowdenbeath, 
on  Feb  17,  and  weighed  11b. ; but  fishing  generally  does 
not  begin  before  April.  The  heaviest  single  basket 
from  any  club  was  reported  by  Mr.  D.  Kater,  of  the  St. 
Mungo  Club,  with  28  trout,  22ilb  ; this  club  also  had  the 
heaviest  average  with  121b.  each.  The  highest  aggre- 
gate was  got  by  the  Kinross-shire  Club,  at  their  four 
competitions,  when  they  landed_  4^0  trout,  weighinf? 
4021b.  The  most  productive  fishing  day  of  _the_  season 
was  August  22,  when  504  trout  were  killed,  their 
weight  being  4581b.  Mr.  Nisbet,  from  London,  was 
undoubtedly  the  most  successful  angler,  ho  killing  in 
twenty-three  days  500  trout,  weight  4481b.  Besides  the 
club  competitions  enumerated,  the  championship  took 
place  on  Sept.  2,  when  thirty-one  rods  were  forward, 
and  who  captured  244  trout — 1851b.  lOoz.  the  prize, 
with  four  guineas  from  the  proprietor  of  the  loch,  being 
carried  off  by  Mr.  R.  P.  Wilson,  of  the  Fifeshire  Club, 
with  seven  trout,  lljlb.  A competition  by  the  boat- 
men took  place  on  Sept.  3,  which  brought  the  season  s 
fishing  to  a close.  Forty-three  rods  killed  two  hundred 
trout,  weighing  1681bs.  12oz.,  the  best  basket  being 
secured  by  Charles  Duncan,  with  eleven  trout,  131b.  6oz. ; 
he  had  also  the  heaviest  trout,  31b.  l.loz.  ; the  two 
heaviest,  51b.  4oz. ; and  the  three  heaviest,  71K  S.^oz 
The  lake  continues  to  be  supplied  annually,  with  about 
300  000  fry  from  the  hatchery,  and  the  Association  have 
lust  issued  notices  to  the  public  that  the  various 
taries  will  be  strictly  prohibited  with  consent  ot  the 
adjoining  landed  proprietors. 


FISHERIES  EXHIBITION,  1894. 

The  Royal  Aquarium  authorities  are  bestirring  them- 
selves in  time  over  their  annual  Fisheries^  Exhibition, 
which  is  to  be  open  on  March  1 next.  It  is  a striking 
proof  of  the  success  of  last  year’s  display  that  already  a 
number  of  those  who  exhibited  then  have  arranged  to 
occupy  the  same  spaces  next  year,  and  that  also  their 
number  has  already  been  augmented  by  firms  which  last 
year  held  aloof,  nor  is  this  to  bo  wondered  at  when  the 
amount  of  business  done  by  the  exhibitors  is  taken  into 
consideration.  We  are  given  to  understand  that  next 
year’s  exhibition  will  cover  much  more  ground  than  its 
predecessor,  which  had  to  be  taken  up  at  a moment  s 
notice  by  ,tlie  Aquarium  management  ; indeed,  we  are 
informed  that  very  little  more  than  three  weeks’  work 
could  be  given  by  the  exhibition  department  in  con- 
sequence of  the  comparative  failure  of  the  original 
promoter  to  carry  out  bis  plans.  However,  time  is  now 
being  taken  by  the  forelock,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  a thoroughly  interesting  and  useful  exhibition  will 
be  organised.  The  co-operation  of  the  angling  societies 
is  invited,  and  members  should  communicate  with  the 
Managing  Director  of  the  Aquarium,  Mr.  J.  Ritchie, 
who  is  anxious  to  in  every  way  meet  the  wishes  of  the 
piscatorial  fraternity.  A great  deal,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
will  be  made  of  sea  fishing,  and  the  recently-formed 
society  to  encourage  that  branch  of  the_  sport  should 
endeavour  to  make  a good  show  for  their  first  year  s 
record.  It  is  intended  to  have  a collection  of  stulfed 
fish,  on  the  lines,  only  considerably  larger,  of  that  which 
was  such  an  important  feature  of  the  Fiscatorial  Exhi- 
bition of  1892,  and  all  who  possess  any  specimens  of 
interest  are  requested  to  send  particulars  to  the 
Aquarium  authorities. 


A RATHER  “FISHY”  STORY. 

I MET  him  on  the  banks  of  the  Ancbolme,  near  Brigg, 
in  Lincolnshire,  an  old  angler.  I asked  him  a few 
questions  about  his  fishing  experiences.  Refilling  and 
lighting  bis  pipe,  he  then  proceeded  to  answer  my 
query  by  telling  the  following  remarkable  story,  which 
he  had  the  audacity  to  say  actually  occurred  in  his  own 
angling  experience.  I really  never  thought  I looked  so 
simple  as  he  evidently  thought  I was.  I will  tell  you 
the  story  in  his  own  words,  which  were  as  follows  ; ‘ It 
was  some  years  ago,  I was  fishing  for  pike  at  Kelsey 
dyke  end,  near  the  old  look,  fishing  with  live  bait  and 
snap  tackle,  when  suddenly  there  came  a mighty  tug; 
all  my  line  ran  out,  and,  thinking  it  was  a big  fish,  I 
flung  my  rod  into  the  water,  hoping  to  get  a boat  and  so 
land  my  fish.  The  fish  at  once  set  his  bead  for  the  river. 
Out  he  went  at  the  dyke  end  at  a fearful  speed,  dragging 
rod  and  all  after  him.  Once  in  the  broad  river  the  fish 
made  for  up  stream  towards  Brandy  Wharf,  and  I after 
him.  I had  to  run  and  keep  up  with  him.  As  I went  I 
divested  myself  of  my  clothing,  and  flung  it  on  the  bank 
as  I went  along  ; my  hat  here  and  boots  there,  coat, 
vest,  pants,  shirt,  each  article  widely  separated  from  the 
other,  undressing  and  going  all  the  time,  panting  and 
perspiring  ; the  fish  still  going  ahead  like  a little  steam 
engine.  After  going  about  a mile  the  fish  eased  up  a bit. 
In  I went  into  the  water,  and  in  my  plunge  got  right 
astride  the  rod.  Off  goes  the  fish  again,  and  I riding  on 
the  rod,  and  once  the  fish  pulled  me  and  rod  right  under 
the  water  ; but  I stuck  to  it,  and  at  last  was  brought  to 
a standstill  in  a mud  hole,  standing  up  to  the  waist  in 
black  mud.  Here  I stood  and  hauled  the  fish  towards 
me,  and  seized  him  by  thrusting  my  thumb  and  finger 
into  each  of  his  eyes.  Then,  with  a desperate  effort,  1 
got  out  of  the  mud  and  dragged  my  fish  with  me.  It 
■was  a pike  weighing  171b.,  and  I sold  it  to  a local  clergy- 
man  for  twopence  per  pound.” 


A SIX-TEA E-OLD  boy  went  into  the  country  visiting. 
About  the  first  thing  he  had  was  a bowl  of  bread  and 
milk.  He  tasted  it,  and  then  hesitated  a moment,  when 
his  mother  asked  him  if  he  didn  t like  it,  to  which  he 
replied,  smacking  his  lips,  “ Yes,  ma  ; I only 

wishing  our  milkman  in  town  would  keep  a cow.” 

When  a Boy!- Thrice  happy  is  he  who,  in  imagina- 
tion, can  for  the  nonce  feel  himself  to  be  a boy  again  ! 
Very  observant  are  boys  who  take  “ kindly  ” to  angling. 
They  might  have  watched  relative  or  friend  hook  and 
play  perch  or  trout,  roach,  chub,  &o.  ; they  might  ha-ve 
read  and  re-read  the  “ Compleat  Angler,  but  where  is 
the  hoy — aye,  or  the  man  too — who  took  to  angling  as 
such,  who  did  not  when  their  floats  bobbed  strike 
and  pull  the  fish  right  over  their  heads,  or  break  their 
tackle  in  the  attempt  ?_  Nothing  _ but  practice  can 
“ steady  ” a boy  or  man  in  successfully  killing  fish  in 
a sportsmanlike  way.  Watch  a London  or  suburban 
boy  when  he  hooks  what  lie  calls  a “tiddler,”  out  the 
little  fish  comes  ! But  even  in  light  floating  for  dace 
there  is  of  course  more  dignity  in  netting  each  capture 
than  dragging  it  out  with  a jerk.  Boys  love,  above  all 
things,  to  emulate  a successful  chum,  and  are  very 
observant.  Yonder  is  a patch  of  bullrushes  in  the 
Kencet,  near  which  the  river  was  kept  pretty  clear  in 
the  “channel”  by  barge  and  boat  traffic,  and  where 
nobby  perch  loved  to  confabulate.  A piiik-sided  minnow 
dropped  among  them  proved  a sure  kill.  That  was  a 
“ tip”  to  a certain  boy  to  try  such  spots  in  future;  and 
even  to  catch  good  roach  and  porch  too  close  to  the 
campsheddiug  in  a most  unlikely  place  to  the  ordinary 
boys  of  the  period.  Why  i Simply  because  the  boy  in 
question  had  watched  a wily  angler  “ operating  ’ at  the 
spot.  Angling,  in  fact,  bad  been  to  many  a jaded 
London  club  man  of  the  artizaii  class  as  the  breath  of 
I life,  in  which  the  love  of  the  country  and  the  beauties  of 
I nature  have  so  far  sanctified  the  Day  of  Rest  with  a 
. spirit  and  body  refreshed  for  the  coming  week's  toil. 
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THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


[September  9,  1893 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

J.  R.  W. — There  is  no  fishing  of  any  account  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  High  Barnet. 

A.  W. — The  River  Colne.  Several  places  free. 

Novice. — The  River  Chelmer  at  Chelmsford.  Pike, 
perch,  roach,  dace,  carp,  tench.  Fishing  fairly  good. 
Leave  from  farmers  and  lords  of  manor.  There  is  a large 
pond  at  Boreham.  Permission  from  Mr.  Sparks,  the 
land  steward  on  the  estate. 

Sand  Eels, — You  may  preserve  dead  sand  eels  by 
means  of  a saturated  solution  of  boracic  acid.  This 
acid  has  little  or  no  taste,  and  is  not  poisonous.  It  is 
sold  in  powder  at  2d.  or  3d.  per  ounce.  An  ounce  will 
preserve  a large  quantity.  Place  a layer  of  sand  eels  in 
a jar  or  air-tight  box,  such  as  paint  is  sold  in,  and  cover 
them  with  a saturated  solution  : then  lay  in  another 
tier,  cover  that  also,  and  so  on,  till  the  jar  or  box  is  full. 
A saturated  solution  is  best  prepared  with  boiling  water. 
Of  course  the  solution  must  be  allowed  to  cool  before 
being  used.  Live  sand  eels  can  be  preserved  for  about 
a week  in  small  wicker  baskets,  kept  floating  in  sea 
water.  Baskets  called  “ courges  ” are  sold  for  the  pur- 
pose at  Plymouth  and  other  fishing  towns.  If  you  are 
away  from  home,  and  wish  to  bring  up  some  “speci- 
mens,” you  may  bring  them  back  looking  “ rosy  ” by 
laying  them  in  a dish  in  half  an  inch  of  this  solution, 
and  covering  them  with  a cloth  dipped  in  same. 


[IFe  do  not  hold  oiirselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents  .1 
“ One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi- 
ment.”— T.  E.  Pritt. 

FISHING  ON  THE  COLNE. 

Sir, — I should  esteem  it  a favour  if  you  would  let  me 
know  through  the  medium  of  your  valuable  paper  if  any 
parts  of  the  River  Colne  can  be  fished  on  purchase  of  a 
day  ticket.  Information  as  regards  locality,  terms, 
conditions,  &c.,  would  be  very  welcome. — I am,&c.. 

^ A.  B.  M. 

[The  Colne  at  Rickmansworth  contains  trout,  chub, 
dace,  roach,  pike,  and  perch.  About  three  miles  up  the 
river  is  preserved  by  the  Harefield  Valley  Fishery. 
2s.  Od.  per  day  or  dinner  at  the  Fisheries  Hotel. 
Both  fly  fishing  and  bottom  fishing  are  fairly  good. 
Just  above  the  Harefield  fishery  is  the  water  of  the 
True  Waltonians.  Mr.  Hutchings,  Railway  Hotel, 
Rickmansworth,  can  obtain  leave  to  fish  a good  stretch 
of  water  in  the  Colne.  Landowners’  and  private  fisheries 
are  plentiful  on  this  river,  and  permission  is  obtainable 
on  week  days.]  

HAMPTON  COURT  PISHING. 

Sir,  In  reply  to  “ W.  S.”  re  the  above  fishing.  Long 
Water,  Hampton  Court,  with  all  the  unenclosed  water 
in  Hampton  Court  Park  and  Bushey  Park  is  now  thrown 
open  to  the  public,  and  thereis  no  need  to  apply  anywhere. 
There  are  undoubtedly  plenty  of  fish  in  the  Long  Water, 
especially  carp,  tench,  and  eels,  but  the  angler  has  a 
lot  to  contend  with.  The  water  is  very  foul  with  weeds, 
shallow  at  the  sides,  and  usually  crowded  with  fisher- 
men to  such  an  extent  that  if  you  are  fortunate  enough 
to  catch  a fish,  however  small,  you  are  immediately 
surrounded  and  almost  driven  into  the  water  by  brother 
members  of  the  craft,  who,  in  their  anxiety  to  do  like- 
wise, forget  the  ordinary  inlesof  politeness.— I am.  *c., 
C.  M.  W. 

THE  CANAL  AT  LANGLEY. 

Sir,  One  Wednesday  I resolved  to  pay  this  w’ater  a 
visit.  It  was^  several  weeks  since  I had  wetted  a line, 
owing  to  the  intense  heat  priucijially,  and  other  causes 
not  necessary  to  mention.  The  first  train  to  Langley 
leaves  the  Great  Western,  Paddington,  at  7.. 50,  and  a 
run  of  a little  over  balf-an-hour  brings  you  to  3 our 
destination.  Langley  consists  of  a railway  station,  a 
public  house,  and  a few  cottages.  It  is  not  a remark- 
ably  picturesque  spot,  nevertheless  it  is  fairly  interesting, 
being  pretty  well  wooded.  The  fishing  is  not  the  beau 
ideal  of  the  angler  either,  but  there  are  plenty  of  fish, 
and  good  ones  too,  tench  being  a speciality,  although 
those  taken  do  not  as  a rule  run  large,  probably  because 
they  are  usually  taken  on  roach  tackle,  and  the  big  ’uns 
escape  ; any  way,  some  of  the  cracks  in  our  club  who 
have  visited  it  have  much  to  say  about  breaking  away. 

Having  visited  the  North  Star,  close  to  the  station, 
and  tasted  its  tap,  and  made  the  acquaintance  of  its 
civil  and  obliging  host,  I sought  the  canal,  and  turned 
in  on  the  towing  path  side,  and  walked  to  about  midway 
between  the  two  bridges,  and  exactly  opposite  two  posts 
on  the  other  side  of  the  water.  I proceeded  to  business. 
The  atmosphere  was  close  and  heavy,  and  np  to  about 
ten  o’clock  very  dull,  when  the  sun  came  out,  and  the  day 
became  very  hot. 

My  return  train  in  the  evening  was  at  7.42,  and  I had 
ordered  a meal  at  a quarter  to  seven,  but  it  strnck  me 
that  probably  my  only  chanoo  of  a few  fish  would  be 
during  the  last  hour,  so,  as  beyond  a pretty  constant 
succession  of  unbusinesslike  nibbles  on  the  part  of  the 
finny  un.s,  I had  no  sport,  1 packed  up  mv  traps  about 
twelve,  returned  to  the  house,  ordered  my  knife  and 
fork  tea  for  four  o clock  sharp,  left  my  traps  at  the 
house,  and  went  on  a voyage  of  discovery,  resolved  to 
take  the  evening  to  try  my  luck  again. 

I walked  round  the  pond  between  the  bridges,  and 
noticed  various  swims,  marked  in  various  aitful  ways. 


but  well  understood  by  the  initiated.  Having  whiled 
away  the  afternoon,  I went  in  to  my  repast,  wbich  was 
cleanly  served,  and  very  moderately  charged  for. 

In  the  evening  I fished  on  the  private  side  between 
the  two  posts  before  mentioned,  exactly  opposite  where 
I fished  in  the  morning.  The  same  succession  of 
unbusinesslike  nibbles  amused  or  annoyed  me  for  about 
an  hour,  when  presently  my  float  sailed  slowly  and 
deliberately  right  away.  I struck,  and  found  I had  got 
a decent  fish  on.  Twice  I got  the  net  under  him,  and 
twice  he  gave  desperate  plunges,  the  last  one  taking 
him  into  a bed  of  weeds.  Very  carefully  I played  him,  and 
at  last  brought  him  into  the  net,  with  about  his  weight  in 
green  stuff  also,  a short,  thick,  plump,  handsome  tench, 
not  very  large,  but  he  scaled  21b.  4joz.  at  the  club, 
and  stewed  en  matelote  next  day  he  proved  a very 
toothsome  dish. 

I have  written  the  foregoing  principally  in  the 
interest  of  the  angler  of  limited  means.  The  fare  to 
Langley  is  Is.  8d.  with  the  privilege  ; there  are  plenty  of 
fish  there  of  every  kind  neaidy ; the  surroundings,  if  not 
beautiful,  are  fairly  pretty.  The  one  great  drawback  is 
the  weedy  state  of  the  water,  and  it  is  also  as  still 
almost  as  a pond.  Against  that  there  is  very  little 
annoyance  by  passing  traffic  of  boats  as  on  the  Thames, 
and  I think  the  thanks  of  the  working-class  angler  are 
due  to  those  who  have  provided  him  with  a c’aance  of 
sport  at  such  reasonable  terms. — I am,  &c., 

J.  Marriott. 


GOOD  PIKE  FISHING. 

Sir, — Will  you,  thi'ough  your  newspaper,  tell  me 
where,  by  paying  for  it,  I can  get  really  good  pike 
fishing  in  England  ?— I am,  &c.,  L.  J.  Fish. 

[We  should  advise  you  to  write  to  the  proprietor, 
Yickary’s  Hotel,  Torr  Cross,  Devon.] 


PRESERVED  MINNOWS. 

Sir, — I met  a southern  angler  fishing  Ward’s  minnow 
tackle,  who  had  some  well  pre.served  minnows,  they 
looked  bright,  and  had  been  k-pt  in  some  kind  of  spirits  ; 
they  were  sent  him  in  tin  boxes  (through  the  post)  from 
some  tackle  dealer.  Information  will  oblige. — I am, 
&c.,  Minnow  Fisher. 


FISH  HOOKS. 

Sir, — Though  I do  not  claim  a deep  knowledge  of 
the  various  forms  of  hooks  and  their  catching  and 
holding  qualities,  I do  question  the  mechanical 
perfection  of  the  principles  on  which  their  forms  are 
based. 

I have  lately  been  much  interested  in  the  latest  form 
of  hook  invented  and  described  by  Mr.  H.  Cholmondeley 
Pennell,  but  it  has  struck  me  that  his  scholarly  dis- 
sertation on  the  principle  of  the  “direct  draft”  of  the 
line,  and  to  which  he  evidently  attaches  so  much 
importance  since  he  has  added  as  the  latest  improve- 
ment the  upturn  to  the  shank  before  he  turns  the  eye 
down,  is  open  to  question.  I have  no  doubt  that  he  and 
all  anglers  will  welcome  a little  friendly  criticism  .of  his 
pet  theory. 

My  idea  is  that  the  draft  of  the  line  takes  place  not 
along  the  shank  of  the  hook  at  all,  but  from  the  point 
where  the  gut  leaves  the  binding  of  the  shank  to  the 
point  of  the  hook.  This  may  easily  be  tested  by  pulling 
a hook  point  on  the  thumb  nail. 

This  being  so,  it  is  evident  that  the  penetrative  power 
of  such  a hook  whose  angle  of  penetration  is  parallel  or 
nearly  with  its  shank  (as  are  all  hooks  I have  seen)  will 
be  inferior  to  one  whose  angle  of  penetration  corre.s[)onds 
with  the  direction  of  the  power  applied,  and  is  at  a right 
angle  to  the  plane  of  the  resistance. 

It  then  becomes  a question  whether  the  barb  would 
not  be  better  placed  at  the  outer  side  of  the  bend,  as  by 
that  method  a wider  gape  of  hook  can  be  secured  than 
when  placed  a.s  usual  inside,  or  perhaps  it  might  with 
advantage  be  placed  at  one  side  ; thus  situated  it  would 
have  the  effect  of  a skew  bent  hook. 

I would  point  out  that  the  principle  is  not  affected  by 
the  special  bend,  size,  or  fashion  of  hook,  but  remains 
constant. 

This  letter  was  originally  written  Jan.  15,  since  which 
date  I see  tlio  principle  of  ihe  out  barb  has  been  brought 
out  by  Mr.  Nicholay,  vide  Fishing  Gazette,  June  3. — 
I am,  &c.,  William  Balce, 

Bostonian  Angling  Society. 


PISHING  ON  THE  EVANGER  RIVER. 

Sir, — A friend  and  I fished  Mr.  Beyer’s  waters  of  the 
Evanger  river  for  two  weeks  from  July  22  last,  and  as 
the  river  will  most  probably  be  to  let  in  future  years 
your  readers  may  care  to  hear  of  our  sport. 

We  killed  3051b.  of  salmon,  including  a few  grilse, 
and  lost  two  fish  estimated  at  over  301b.  (the  reel-line 
bi’oke)  and  about  181b.  respectively.  Two-thirds  of  the 
fish  were  killed  with  single  gnt  and  flies  of  my  own 
patterns  and  dressing,  and  one  fish  of  151b.  was  killed 
in  what  was  described  early  in  the  year  as  “ unfishable 
water,”  and  I hear  another  has  since  been  killed  in  it. 

My  best  day  was  five  fish — 201b,.  181b.,  151b.,  T21b.,  and 
Clb,,  killed  between  the  hours  of  3 30  and  7.30  p.m.,  in 
two  pools  which  are  included  in  the  stretch  of  water 
whose  value  was  recently  stated  in  an  indirect  manner 
to  be  but  £5  per  annum  (my  valuation  would  be  .£00). 

Mr.  Beyer’s  upper  and  lower  waters  contain  twelve 
pools  and  eight  odd  casts  ; boats  are  provided,  but  I 
iound  with  a 20ft.  Castleconnel  I could  fish  most  of  the 
Water  from  the  bank.  It  is  a sporting  bit  of  water,  and 
runs  very  clear.  'The  best  time  is  from  about  June  20  for 
a month  or  five  weeks,  and  I should  expect  two  good 
anglers  to  kill  from  14001b.  in  the  season,  or  even  up  to 
15001b.  AVe  did  not  fish  hard,  were  strangers  to  the 


water,  and  besides,  not  being  thereat  the  best  time,  did 
not  have  much  rain.  The  tackle  required  is— No.  5.0, 

4 0,  and  3.0  flies  ; phantoms,  3in.,  2|in.  ; spoons,  2)in., 
2in.,  and  IJin.  Mr.  Beyer  treated  ns  with  every  civility  I 
and  hospitality,  and  is  a sportsman  himself,  and  I will  m 
answer  for  it  that  the  same  kindness  and  consideration 
will  be  extended  by  him  to  any  of  your  readers  who  may  fi 
visit  his  portions  of  the  Evanger  river. — I am,  &c., 

Phaser  Sandeman.  y 


FISHING  AT  REEDHAM  AND  CANTLEY. 

Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Saturday  last  I notice  an  | 
inquiry  as  to  quarters  at  the  above  places.  I have  just  1 
returned  from  Cantley,  and  stayed  at  the  Red  House,  1 
and  was  made  most  comfortable  during  my  fortnight’s  j 
stay  by  Mrs.  Wilson,  the  landlady,  and  her  charges 
were  most  moderate. 

I had  capital  sport,  and  succeeded  in  catching  three 
carp  off  the  quay  in  front  of  the  house,  besides  plenty 
of  bream  and  roach.  The  carp  weighed  respectively 
41b.  7oz.,  31b.  80Z.,  and  31b.,  and  were  caught  with  com- 
mon bread  paste  on  ledger,  and  appeared  to  excite  great 
interest  in  the  neigbourhood,  as  none  had  been 
previously  caught. — I am,  &c.,  W.  T.  B. 


AN  JMPROMPTU  SPINNING  TACKLE,  HAVING 
LOST  HOOK  PLIGHTS. 

Sir, — The  following  may  be  useful  to  some  of  your 
readers  ; — For  small  trout  for  jack,  a salmon  Limerick 
hook  on  gimp.  Give  the  fish  a curve,  and  lay  hook 
along  and  beyond  tail.  Lash  large  unmounted  hook  on 
the  gimp,  so  that  it  will  go  sideways  through  head  of 
bait  (in  this  instance  a sea-fish  hook  with  projection  on 
shank).  Tie  head  of  shank  of  tail  hook  to  tail.  Con- 
fine gimp  to  body  curve,  near  head,  by  fold  of  thread 
(piece  of  acme  line  waxed) : continue  same  piece  through 
eyes,  and  secure  shank  of  head  hook  nicely  in  place, 
though  this  may  not  be  necessary.  The  whole  spins 
admirably. — lam,  &c.,  A.  C.  H. 


POORBEAH  V.  O’PEE. 

Sir, — When  one  Irishman  trails  his  coat  tails  in  print 
and  challenges  his  neighbour  to  tread  on  the  garment, 
it  is  dansrerous  for  a third  person  to  step  in  between  the 
parties  and  attempt  the  task  of  the  peacemaker.  But 
“fools  rush  in  where  angels  fear  to  tread,”  and  so  I 
venture  to  suggest  that  these  two  valued  correspondents 
should  write  of  their  sport  and  all  that  pertains  thereto 
in  that  spirit  of  good  fellowship  which  permeated  the 
utterance.^  of  dear  old  Izaak,  the  father  of  angling. 
“ Dan  O’Fee” — as  he  is  familiarly  called  by  everyone 
who  holds  him  in  kindly  remembrance — did  good  service 
to  salmon  anglers  in  directing  attention  to  the  influences 
which  temperature  exercises  over  the  “rising”  ten- 
dencies of  Salmo  salar.  When  “Dan”  said  that  the 
Bann  was  the  most  variable  of  all  Irish  rivers  in  tem- 
perature, I assume  that  he  spoke  in  general  terms,  and 
to  ask  him  to  furnish  a tabular  return  in  support  of 
hisistatement  is  to  suggest  that  he  has  stated  the  thing 
which  is  untrue.  This  is  ungenerous,  to  say  the  least, 
and  “ Poorbeah’s”  letter  throughout  is  written  in  a 
tone  of  thinly-veiled  insult,  which  one  would  scarcely 
expect  from  so  good  an  angler  and  so  skilful  afly-tyer. 
We  salmon  anglers  have  much  to  learn,  and  it  is  only 
by  weighing  the  itro  and  con  of  practical  observant  men 
that  we  can  add  to  our  limited  stock  of  knowledge.  Are 
such  men  likely  to  give  us  the  benefit  of  their  experience 
and  observation  if  they  meet  with  such  treatment  as 
that  meted  out  by  “ Poorbeah  ” to  the  champion 
salmon  fly-tyer  of  Ireland  ? He  is  evidently  a man  well 
able  to  defend  himself —judging  by  his  lucid  contribu- 
tions to  your  paper — but  tbe  point  of  my  letter  is 
directed  against  the  mischief  that  results  from  carping 
criticism,  when  an  angler  of  experience  gives  to  his 
fellow-anglers  the  benefit  of  his  observations.  With  the 
local  jealousies  which  prompt  Irish  salmon  anglers  to 
write  sarcastically  of  each  other  I do  not  concern 
myself ; but  what  I am  concerned  about  is  the  fact  that 
this  captious  spirit  is  unworthy  of  our  craft,  and  that  it 
tends  to  our  common  loss.  Pater. 


CARDIFF  AND  DISTRICT  FANCIERS’  SOCIETY. 

Sir, — Two  weeks  ago  you  expressed  a wish  in  your 
journal  that  the  Cardiff  and  District  Fanciers’  Society 
at  their  show,  to  be  held  in  November  next,  would  afford 
classes  for  fowls  whose  feathers  are  adapted  for  fly- 
tying. 

AVith  pleasure  I hog  to  inform  yon  that  I have  induced 
the  committee  to  make  room  tor  these  birds,  but  only 
on  the  conditions  that  the  prizes  are  provided  from  out- 
side, and  a competent  judge  secured. 

The  latter  condition  has  been  fulfilled,  and  I should 
like  to  hear  from  your  readers  who  are  interested  in  this 
matter  whether  or  not  they  are  inclined  to  subscribe  to 
the  prize  fund. 

As  the  time  is  fast  approaching  for  issuing  the 
schedule,  a prompt  response  will  be  necessary. 

Donations  to  the  fund,  which  need  not  necessarily  be 
of  large  amount,  may  be  sent  to  “Committee,”  135, 
King’s-road,  Cardiff,  and  will  be  acknowledged  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette. — I am,  &c..  Bittern. 


FISHING  AT  CHRISTCHURCH. 

Sir, — A few  weeks  ago,  in  answer  to  a question,  a 
correspondent  wrote  you  that  there  was  fishing  obtain- 
able near  Bournemouth,  and  referred  one  for  informa- 
tion to  Mr.  J.  G.  Tigwell,  'The  Arcade,  Bournemouth. 
This  gentleman  leased  the  Curistchurch  fishing  a few 
years  ago,  but  docs  not  now.  and  a letter  addressed  to 
him  this  week  has  come  back  through  the  post  marked 
“ gone  away.” — 1 am,  &c.,  A.  B.  E. 

[Can  any  of  our  readers  supply  the  information  ?] 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  9,  1893. 


REPORTS  FROM  mRS,  LOCHS,  k. 

1^"  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Oazettb,  St.  D tins  tan' s House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

The  Increasing  demand  for  the  FISHING 
GAZETTE  necessitates  our  going  to  press 
somewhat  earlier  than  heretofore.  River 
reporters  will  oblige  by  sending  reports  so 
that  they  may  arrive  on  Thursday  evening 
at  latest  to  guarantee  Insertion. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Iiower  Thames.  — General  Eemarks.— If  the 
true  lovers  of  sport  have  not  occasion  to  rejoice  over 
the  record  of  some  good  takes  of  fish,  they  have  much 
cause  to  be  well  satisfied  in  the  fact  that  the  unsports- 
manlike practice  of  trailing  is  now  and  for  ever  abolished 
in  the  Thames.  I have  received  many  expressions  of 
joy  on  the  New  Fishery  Bye-laws  having  passed  on 
that  account,  even  from  some  of  the  fishermen.  One 
•of  them  writes : “ The  other  day  I was  fishing  at  the 
back  of  the  weir  and  there  were  no  less  than  three 
boats  trailing.”  There  is  no  misconception  in  the  fact 
that  some  of  the  parties,  knowing  that  it  would  soon 
be  an  illegal  offence,  have  been  indulging  largely 
in  it,  for  more  boats  have  been  out  this  year  in  the 
practice  of  it  than  I have  known  for  years.  There 
is  another  good  point  in  the  New  Fishery  Bye  - laws, 
and  that  is  in  the  limit  of  bait  which  will  prevent 
the  issue  of  those  cards  which  were  sent  out  a year 
or  two  ago  to  tempt  the  fishermen  to  sell  some  of  the 
Thames  fish  by  thousands  for  other  places.  It  is  under- 
stood, I believe  in  the  reading  of  the  bye-laws,  that  all 
bait  is  for  use  in  the  River  Thames.  As  the  new  bye- 
laws have  been  generally  approved  by  the  angling  clubs, 
it  is  hoped  the  movement  of  a preservation  week,  which 
commences  at  the  end  of  the  present  one,  will  be  recog- 
nised by  the  anglers,  and  the  result  be  found  a most 
successful  one  in  evidence  of  their  appreciation  of  the 
law  which  is  now  in  force.  It  was  with  much  regret  I 
heard  of  the  death  of  Mr.  J.  Bagot  Scriven,  who  was  an 
annual  subscriber  of  5 guineas,  and  a frequent  donor 
to  the  T.A.P.S.  One  of  the  principal  founders  of  that 
society  was  the  late  Mr.  Henry  Perkins,  of  the  firm  of 
Messrs.  Barclay,  Perkins,  and  Co.,  the  eminent 
brewers,  of  Park-slreet,  and  after  his  death  Mr.  Alger- 
non Perkins  took  his  position  in  the  society,  and  on  his 
death,  I believe,  Mr.  Scriven  became  a member  of  the 
firm,  and  so  continued  the  support,  and  I am  not  without 
hope  others  in  the  firm  will  follow  his  good  example. — B. 

Upper  Thames. — The  river,  in  consequence  of  the 
prolonged  drought,  is  in  a very  low  and  stale  condition, 
and  angling,  in  consequence,  all  round,  is  very  much  off 
colour.  Here  and  there  in  deep  and  quiet  backwaters 
adepts  in  the  gentle  art  may  succeed  in  getting  some 
fair  sport  amid  the  roach  and  chub,  but  the  angling 
must  of  a necessity  be  done  early  in  the  morning  and 
late  in  the  evening,  with  bread  and  cheese,  onions,  and 
beer,  with  a dash  of  sleep  to  fill  in  some  six  hours  or 
more  of  lazy,  useless  mid-day.  All  Thames  anglers 
in  the  summer  should  be  artists,  so  as  to  fill  in  a canvas 
as  well  as  a basket. — Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Chertsey). — John  Poulter,  during  the 
week,  twenty-one  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  ten  barbel, 
and  four  bream ; and  L.  Hackett  fifteen  dozen  of  roach 
and  dace,  two  brace  of  chub,  and  three  eels. 

Thames  (Datchet). — The  river  is  extremely  low  and 
bright,  but  fair  sport  is  being  had.  Barbel  have  been 
feeding  very  well.  On  Wednesday  I had  six  barbel 
(largest  5|lb.,  with  a gut  bottom  in  his  mouth) ; he  broke 
away  from  a gentlemen  the  day  before.  I was  very 
pleased  to  see  my  tackle  returned  all  safe.  A fine  chub 
of  3Jlb.  and  several  jack  were  caught  last  week.  One 
afternoon  they  had  a fit ; one  had  hold  of  one  about  31b. 
on  a dace  hook ; he  got  off,  so  we  set  about  catching 
him.  Result : Five  runs,  and  big  fish  broke  away ; 
caught  two  without  moving  the  punt.  Some  very  fine 
roach  are  being  had  late  in  the  evening. — G.  Lumsden. 

Thames  (Hampton). — E.  Reddick,  in  one  day,  ten 
dozen  of  gudgeons  and  three  perch. 

Thames  (Hampton  Court). — Mr.  Creswick,  of  the 
Palace-road,  East  Molesey,  has  taken  a very  handsome 
trout,  fishing  at  the  weir,  weighing  51b.  9oz.  William 
Milbourne,  in  one  day,  nine  dozen  of  roach  and  dace, 
and  another  day  four  jack  and  two  perch  of  IJlb.  each  ; 
James  Hedger,  in  two  hours,  two  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace  and  a bream  of  31b.  The  water  is  very  low  and 
bright,  but  with  colder  weather  the  fish  are  coming  on 
the  feed. 

Thames  (Kingston). — John  Johnson,  in  the  week, 
forty-three  barbel,  seven  bream,  four  chub,  eleven  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace,  and  nine  dozen  of  gudgeon  ; J . Knight, 
six  bream,  three  barbel,  five  perch,  and  ten  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace  ; J.  Wilkes,  eight  bream,  seven  perch, 
one  jack,  a few  gudgeon,  and  twenty-four  dozen  of  roach 
and  dace  ; and  N.  Bolton,  in  three  half  days,  five  barbel 
and  ten  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Richmond).— Job  Brain,  during  the  week, 
601b.  of  roach  and  dace  and  twelve  barbel ; H.  Mansell, 
401b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; and  E.  Howard,  in  four  days, 
461b.  of  roach  and  dace,  one  barbel,  two  bream,  and  two 
eels. 

Thames  (Shepperton). — George  Rosewell,  in  re- 
ferring to  his  captures  this  season,  says  his  two  best 
takes  have  been  one  with  Mr.  R.  Thompson  of  461b.  of 


bream  (the  largest  5Jlb.),  and  the  other  with  Mr.  A. 
Holmes,  of  eleven  bream,  weighing  37ilb.,  the  largest 
6Hb. 

Thames  (Staines). — John  Keene,  jun.,has  been  out 
all  the  week,  and  taken  130  barbel,  many  of  the  fish 
being  over  71b,  one  of  them  being  a splendid  specimen 
of  101b.,  taken  by  Mr.  Wilson,  of  the  Battersea  United 
Piscatorials. 

Thames  (Sunhury). — Mr.  Edward  Clarke,  in  one 
day,  301b.  of  fine  bream  ; Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud,  in 
the  week,  twenty-three  jack,  fifteen  barbel,  seven  perch, 
the  largest  21b.,  and  fourteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; 
and  Mr.  Bolt,  with  John  Stroud,  twenty-one  barbel  and 
twelve  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Teddington). — J.  Baldwin,  in  two  days, 
ten  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and  five  barbel ; W. 
McBride,  in  the  week,  forty  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and 
two  bftrbid.  One  of  the  bank  anglers,  in  the  day,  caught 
three  bream,  weighing  181b.  ; another  got  a bream  of 
4|lb.,  and  another  a barbel  of  GJlb. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — S.  Cole,  in  three  days, 
501b.  of  roach  and  dace,  four  barbel,  and  three  bream  ; 
E.  Coxen,  in  the  week,  twenty-six  barbel  and  fifteen 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; George  Coxen,  in  four  and  a 
half  days,  361b.  of  roach  and  dace  and  two  bream  ; J. 
Dunn,  in  four  days,  291b.  of  roach  and  dace,  one  bream, 
and  fourteen  dozen  of  gudgeon  ; P.  Hammerton,  in  four 
days,  451b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; G.  Lee,  in  two  days,  ten 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; and  John  Spong,  in  six  days, 
701b.  of  roach  and  dace,  five  barbel,  and  seven  bream. 

Thames  (Walton).  — Mr.  J.  G.  Shepherd,  the 
honorary  river  keeper  at  Walton,  says : “ There  is 
nothing  worth  reporting  this  week;  the  river  is  very 
bright,  and  anglers  are  scarce.  I am  glad  to  hear  from 
you  that  trailing  is  at  last  put  a stop  to  in  the  Thames.” 

Thames  (Windsor  District). — It  is  many  years 
since  the  river  assumed  such  a stagnated  and  low 
appearance,  and  it  is  marvellous  that  any  sport  is  had 
under  the  circumstances,  but  pi’esume  the  fish  have  now 
got  accustomed  to  it.  Even  trout  have  been  caught,  a 
fourteen  year  old  enthusiast.  Master  C.  E.  Betteridge, 
of  Eton,  whilst  spinning  for  jack  with  gimp  tackle, 
securing  one  of  31b.  lOoz.  ; this,  doubtless,  is  the  last 
trout  for  this  season  in  this  district,  the  close  time  for 
which  now  commences  on  Sept.  1.  Mr.  Brewer,  of 
London,  has  had  some  sport  with  barbel  out  with  R. 
Gray,  taking  seven  fish  on  one  occasion,  211b.  6oz.  ; 
another  time  a bag  of  141b.  6oz.  was  made.  E.  Gray 
one  evening,  under  the  hour,  had  five,  going  141b.  Some 
fair  roach  and  dace  have  been  caught,  the  veteran,  Mr. 
Herd,of  Egham,  taking  some  nice  baskets,  also  a few  jack. 
A few  chub  have  been  caught  and  still  rise  to  a bunch  of 
gentles  or  fly.  Mr.  H.  E.  Rowlands,  of  Eton,  had  a nice 
fish  of  2flb.,  but  Mr.  Roberts,  jun.,  of  Park-street, 
Windsor,  who  is  away  at  Bournemouth,  in  his  first 
essay  on  the  Stour,  and  before  mid-day,  had  251b.  weight 
of  chub — three  of  the  best  fish  I have  weighed.  They 
are  41b.  3oz.,  41b.  2oz.,  31b.  5oz.  Lucky  Roberts.  I have 
interviewed  Mr.  Skelton,  of  Datchet,  “Tommy,”  re  the 
loss  of  that  20-pounder.  There  is  no  doubt  the  fish  was 
an  extraordinary  specimen,  and  1 do  not  envy  Tommy’s 
feelings  at  the  time  of  parting  after  having  had  him  on 
over  an  hour,  all  due  to  a demon  launch  and  want  of  a 
second  hand  aboard.  He  assures  me  he  has  not  slept 
since,  and  doubtless  it  will  be  some  time  before  he  gets 
over  it,  but  as  the  tackle  did  not  break  he  may  yet  get 
his  lordship,  whom  he  has  known  a long  tirne.  I 
sincerely  hope  he  will,  and  when  it  does  come  to  light  I 
think  it  will  turn  out  to  be  an  old  pike. — B.  E.  Bam- 
bbidge. 

Ancholme  District. — The  water  remains  very  clear 
and  low,  but  fish  continue  to  sport  very  well.  Good 
takes  of  bream  and  roaoh  and  a few  pike  are  taken  the 
entire  length  of  the  river.  Mr.  Meanwell,  of  Caistor, 
had  181b.  of  bream  and  roach  and  two  pike,  and  another 
gentleman,  at  the  same  place  (Brandy  Wharf),  had 
201b.  of  roach.  Similar  catches  have  been  made  about 
Brigg,  Ferriby  Sluice,  and  Bishopbridge. — ^Thomas 
Ford. 

Cornish.  Streams. — Trout  fishing  with  the  majority 
of  rods  goes  out  as  the  festival  of  St.  Partridge  comes 
in.  This  year,  however,  there  is  really  very  little  other 
fishing  to  be  indulged  in,  owing:  to  the  lamentable 
weather.  Peal  are  still  very  plentiful  in  the  Camel,  but 
they  will  only  sport  occasionally,  and  are,  of  course,  not 
in  first-rate  condition  when  they  are  caught.  TheFowey 
is  in  very  poor  condition,  and  little  or  nothing  has  been 
taken  there  for  the  week.  Anglers  have  still  three 
months  for  salmon,  and  they  are  clamouring  for  rain.— 
Bodmin. 

Dee  (Corwen,  N.  Wales).— Fishing  was  a failure  this 
last  week.  The  only  successful  anglers  were  Mr. 
Harvey  with  eight  grayling  on  Monday,  averaging  on 
Jib.  David  Roberts  had  41b.  of  trout  and  grayling. 
Mr.  Stevens  killed  three  pike  on  Tuesday  at  Cynwyd, 
and  two  on  Wednesday  (heaviest  81b.).  Rain  is  falling 
at  time  of  writing.  Unless  we  have  a good  downpour 
soon  the  fishing  will  be  over  before  a single  salmon  is 
killed. — Alwen. 

Derwent  (Ambergate). — Rain  has  fallen  during 
the  last  few  days,  but  has  made  no  perceptible  difference 
in  the  height  of  the  stream.  Grayling  fishers  have  been 
out  with  little  success  ; the  best  basket  has  only 
reached  three  and  a half  brace,  taken  with  the  Silver 
Dun.  There  is  a good  deal  of  grayling  fry  rising  in  the 
Derwent,  which  is  a bad  omen  for  successful  sport 
with  the  larger  fish.  Grayling  are  getting  nicely  in  the 
stream,  and  the  season  should  be  at  its  height  in  a 
fortnight  hence.  The  Silver  Dun,  Grey  Palmer,  and 
small  black  flies  are  still  the  best  killers. — Amber  Dun. 


Dove  and  Tributaries.— We  had  a few  hours’  rain 
this  morning  (Thursday),  but  not  enough  to  colour  the 
water  ; sport  not  good  in  consequence,  but  grayling 
have  done  better  than  trout  this  week.  D.  and  \V.  H. 
Foster. 

Dden  (Upper).— The  river  has  been  in  a disturbed 
state  during  the  past  ten  days,  but  bottom  fishers  have 
had  fair  sport,  Mr.  R.  C.  Green,  Sunderland,  having 
been  one  of  the  most  successful.  Chub  abound,  and 
now  is  the  time  for  catching  them. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  river  still  remains 
low  and  clear,  and  trout  fishing  may  be  considered  prac- 
tically over  for  this  season.  The  Lower  Association 
closed  their  season  on  the  31st  ult.,  but  on  the  unpre- 
served reaches  of  the  Exe  trout  may  be  taken  up  to 
Oct.  2,  although  few,  I think,  extend  their  fishing  thus 
late.  In  the  Canal,  several  good  bags  of  roach  have 
been  killed,  the  best  I have  heard  of  being  a lot  of 
between  fifty  and  sixty,  all  fair  fish.  This,  to  one  rod, 
is  certainly  good  work.  Mr.  Moore  has  been  doing  well 
amongst  the  roach  and  dace  on  the  Clist.  Red 
Palmer. 

Gippiu^  (Ipswicb). — Weather  lovely,  and  most 
enjoyable  by  river,  but  sport  slow  ; water  like  Pike 
fishing  opened  on  Sept.  1 under  new  rules,  with  minimum 
size  of  22in.  ; the  fishermen  making  a start  succeeded  in 
getting  a few  fish,  but  Mr.  Hill  started  well  with  a 
brace  weighing  61b.  and  41b.  Roach  takes  have  been 
made,  Mr.  Palmer  getting  111b  ; Mr.  Binks,  101b.  and  61b. 
Pour  nice  bream  were  secured  by  Mr.  Jarvis,  ahu 
weighed  9Jlb.,  two  of  the  fish  scaling  31b.  each;  au 
taken  with  a No.  12  roach  hook  and  gossamer  gut ; good 
sport  for  an  hour  Saturday  evening. — Piscator. 

Idle  (North.  Notts).— The  sport  on  the  Idle  is  only 
tame  just  at  present.  The  little  green  caterpillar  is  one 
of  the  best  baits  going.  Wasp  grub  is  also  plentiful,  and 
is  an  admirable  lure.  Some  nice  captures  have  occa- 
sionally been  made  of  late.  A gentleman  fishing  a reser- 
voir caught  a pike  trolling  which  measured  3ft.,  girth 
16in.,  and  scaled  over  121b. — L. 

Eea  and  Stort. — The  water  in  most  places  is  low, 
but  there  has  been  good  sport  in  many  portions  of  both 
the  old  river  and  the  Navigation  water.  At  the  Perry 
Boat,  Tottenham,  Mr.  Albini  has  had  51b.  or  61b.  of 
roach  on  each  of  his  visits  lately.  Ten  barbel  have 
been  taken  during  the  last  few  weeks.  Games  s, 
Higham  Hill,  only  a few  smallish  takes  of  roach  and 
dace.  Ponders  End  and  Enfield,  no  accounts  of  anything 
worth  recording  to  hand.  Waltham  Abbey,  some  fine 
jack  have  been  taken;  Mr.  E.  Findley  had  two,  one  of 
9ilb.  and  another  of  51b.  14oz.  ; Mr.  Dyer,  one  of 
81b.  7oz.,  and  another  gentleman  one  of  61b.  ^oz.  The 
water  at  Roydon  is  very  low  and  bright.  Mr.  Hall  had 
four  chub  weighing  over  81b.  a little  while  since ; he 
was  fly- fish  ng  late  in  the  evening.  Thursday. 
Weather  br  ghf  but  changeable;  water  in  fair  order. 
Spliced  Joint. 

Eea  (Broxbourne). — Chub  are  still  feeding ; there 
have  been  very  fair  takes  of  roach  ; the  water  is  still 
bright. — E.  N.  B. 

Eeicester. — The  weather  continues  very  unfavour- 
able for  sport,  and  anglers  are  complaining  of  the  low 
state  of  the  rivers.  The  Leicester  Society  s competition 
was  brought  to  a successful  issue,  the  first  six  prizes 
being  taken  by  Messrs.  Gilbert,  J.  Brant,  Manship,  H. 
Brant,  J.  Robinson,  and  G.  Thompson,  the  waters  close 
to  the  town  continue  to  yield  roach  freely.  Chub  fish- 
ing has  been  good,  Mr.  J.  D.  Harris  securing  specimens 
up  to  41b  Mr.  C.  Cave  has  been  successful  with 
the  roach  at  Frisby.  Sport  at  the  Abbey  Park  River  has 
been  very  satisfactory,  and  a few  good  fish  were  weigheci- 
in  at  the  clubs. 

Zitiggr  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  continue  low  and  clear,  and  rain  is  badly 
wanted  to  clear  the  river  out,  and  to  freshen  the  water 
up.  Grayling  are  moving  a little  better  since  the  cold 
nights.  The  Pinsley  is  a'so  low  and  clear.— Gwynne. 

Lug'g',  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).  Still 
no  change  for  the  better.  The  rivers  are  lower  than 
ever,  yet  nevertheless  a few  rods  have  been  out  eacn 
day  since  Saturday,  and  have  had  very  fair  sport- 
baskets  up  to  nine  and  a half  brace  grayling— some  hsh 
of  (lib.  each  amongst  them.  Best  killing  flies  have  b6®n 
August  Dun,  Silver  Dun,  Red  Tag,  Green  Insect,  Pale 
September  Dun,  and  Female  Willow.  Have  just  heard 
of  some  good  sport  to-day  (Wednesday),  mostly  large 
fish.— E.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Maidstone). — River  bright  and  stale, 
roach  have  been  dead  on  the  feed.  Secretary  of  angling 
society  took  391b.  of  good  fish.  Three  days  since,  1 saw 
an  angler  taking  some  fine  roach  averaging  ilb.  i left 
him  with  twenty  taken  in  two  hours;  they 
biting.  A single  grain  of  wheat  was  the  only  bait,  out 
the  swim  had  been  baited  with  grain  overnight.  iJo  “O* 
hear  of  any  bream  being  taken.  More  rain  wanted  badly , 
pens  above  are  very  low. — -W.  Shrubsolb. 

Medway  (Tonbridge).— We  have  had  good  catches 
of  bream  and  roach,  despite  the  drought.  Upper  waters 
first  class,  middle  stretch  very  bad,  lower  part  good. 
Baits  : Stewed  wheat,  gentles  and  paste,  brandlings, 
lobs — everything"  seems  iohave  been  acceptable,  iam 
pleased  to  report  anotl  er  lot  of  carp  and  roach  put  into 
the  river  on  Wednesday  from  the  same  pond  as  beiore. 
We  pumped  the  pond  dry,  and  then  secured  the  fish,  all 
little  ones,  between  3000  and  4000  were  put  into  the  river, 
and  more  than  double  that  quantity  laid  by  for  some 
future  occasion.  I know  these  are  big  quantities,  but  I 
do  not  in  the  least  over-estimate. — R.  E.  W. 

Plymouth.— Sea  Fishing.— We  are  still  in  the 
thick  of  it  with  all  kinds  of  fish,  and  some  fine  bass 
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have  been  taken  in  different  parts  of  the  Bay.  I was 
jnst  in  time  the  other  nig;ht  to  see  a friend  land  a fine 
bass  at  Mount  Batten  Pier  on  a ground  line.  Mr.  W.  C. 
Packhurst,  member  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers’  Associa- 
tion, who  reside.s  in  London,  but  is  here  for  a short 
time  fishing,  caught  on  the  28th,  five  dozen  and  two 
pollack,  two  garfish,  and  one  dozen  chad  ; on  the  29th, 
weather  had,  one  dozen  pollack,  four  dozen  mackerel, 
one  dozen  chad  : on  the  30th,  gi-and  catch  outside  the 
Men  Stone,  ten  dozen  pollack,  eleven  mackerel,  eighteen 
chad  (many  of  the  pollack  were  very  large).  There  are 
many  gentlemen  here  now,  and  at  Looe,  who  are 
getting  equally  good  sport,  so  that  our  boatmen  are 
pretty  busy.  Last  Friday  evening  Mr.  Williams, 
hairdres.ser  and  wigmaker,  1 Atbenfeum-place,  Ply- 
mouth, had  a nice  bass  off  Mount  Batten  Pier  on  a 
throw  line,  baited  with  pilchard  ; it  turned  the  scale 
at  Clb. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury). — The  river  is  very  low  and 
sport  has  not  been  good.  Mr.  Edwards  has  taken  a 
number  of  chub  from  the  Coton  Hill  fords  with  the 
Marlow  Buzz,  and  good  baskets  of  coarse  fish  have  been 
taken  by  other  anglers.  These  are  now  getting  into 
good  condition,  and  either  the  artificial  fly  or  wasp 
maggot  wdll  produce  good  results.  A suggestion  that 
the  angling  society  should  organise  gatherings  with  the 
obiect  of  pike  fishing  has  not  met  with  much  support. 
This  is  to  be  regretted,  as  pike  are  great  enemies  of 
trout. — PiSCATOR. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
necli. — These  rivers  are  now  in  the  very  best  possible 
condition  for  fly-fishing,  and  yet  the  reports  from 
anglers  are  that  they  (the  anglers)  are  very  unsuccessful. 
The  causes  of  this  are  that,  so  long  as  our  rivers  are  in 
their  present  unprotected  position,  so  long  will  the 
poachers  be  masters  of  the  situation. — Vyrnwt. 

Stour  iBures). — The  river  is  very  bright  and  clear, 
and  fish  of  all  kinds  are  completely  off  the  feed.  Pish 
refuse  any  sort  of  bait,  and  it  will  be  useless  fishing 
until  we  get  a thorough  change  of  weather. — W.  Bain- 

ERIDGE. 

Sussex  Rivers.  — With  cooler  weather,  angling 
trips  have  been  more  pleasant,  and  with  just  a nip  of 
frost,  pike  have  been  feeding  in  the  early  morning. 
Visitors  to  the  Arun  have  met  with  fair  success. 
Several  nice  roach  are  reported  from  Billinghurst. 
Eoaching  on  the  Ouse  has  been  good,  and  from  below 
Lewes  several  up  to  11b.  have  succumbed  to  light 
ledgering.  Pike  up  to  8Jlb.  are  notified  from  the  river 
near  Fletching,  and  perch  weighing  2jlb.  Chichester 
canal  is  low,  but  in  good  colour.  The  Adur  is  worth 
a visit  in  the  Steyning  district,  as  roach  and  dace 
are  feeding  freely.  Several  good  bass  have  been  taken 
in  the  harbours  and  on  the  coast,  and  the  ragworm  has 
been  the  most  successful  lure. 

Taw  (North  Devon). —Little  or  no  fishing  for  the 
past  month.  The  net  men  will  finish  shortly  with  a 
record  season  for  badness,  it  has  been  so  bad'  that  the 
wages  have  not  averaged  3s.  fid.  per  week.  Great  con- 
sternation is  going  on  amongst  the  rod  fishermen  at  the 
unexpected  return  of  an  individual  who  monopolised  the 
best  spots  for  .years,  and  it  was  thought  as  his  private 
leave  had  been  withdrawn,  he  would  not  have  returned 
to  the  subscription  water.  Since  he  first  came  few  or 
scarcely  any  quantity  of  fish  have  been  taken  with  the 
fly,  the  minnow  having  been  used  in  copy  of  this  party, 
and  it  was  hoped  fl.y  salmon  fishing  would  have  returned. 
Rain  falling. — Eustt  Game. 

Teme  (Kiiigclitoii). — Eiver  very  low  and  almost  dry 
in  some  places. — K.  Knighton. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  low  and  clear,  but  in  fair  order  for  grayling 
fishing.  The  cold  nights  have  brought  grayling  more 
on  the  feed,  and  they  have  been  moving  better  at  the 
fly.  Bottom  fishers  have  used  wasp  grub  with  success. 
Minnow  fishing  for  pike  has  been  good.  Trout  are  very 
slow,  and  will  hardly  look  at  a bait,  and  a great  number 
are  picked  up  dead  with  fungus  disease  and  covered 
with  fish  lice.  A good  rush  of  water  would  be  very 
acceptable.  In  the  Leintwardene  water  a gentleman, 
with  the  fly,  landed  forty-four  good  grayling.  In  the 
Moor  Park  water.  Mr.  H.  W.  Brooks  landed  twelve 
grayling.  In  the  Castle  Pound  several  pike  have  been 
taken  with  live  minnow.  On  the  Ashford  water  some 
nice  sized  grayling  were  landed  on  Tuesday  with  the 
Willow  and  Red  Tag.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  low  and  clear.  Angling  in  the  Corve 
has  been  quiet.  In  the  Ony,  owing  to  the  water  being 
low,  attempts  have  been  made  to  spear  the  fish  with 
sharp  sticks.  Sport  in  the  Ledwyche  improved. — S. 
Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  part  the  dry  weather 
has  made  the  water  lower  than  it  has  been  known  for 
years.  The  cold  nights  have  made  grayling  rise  better 
in  some  of  the  stretches,  but  little  will  be  done  until  there 
is  more  water  in  the  river.  The  Eea,  Kyre,  and  Led- 
wyche are  all  low  and  clear.  No  fishing  done  in  them 
of  late. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — Though  rain  fell  heavily  on 
Thursday  the  Trent  remained  at  low-water  mark,  and 
the  weather  has  continued  favourable  to  success  with 
the  rod.  Barbel  fishing  is  the  chief  attraction  and 
many  have  succumbed  to  both  worms  and  greaves. 
Cromwell  bank,  a few  miles  below  Newark,  yielding 
best  sport,  thirty-two  barbel  falling  to  two  rods  on  one 
afternoon.  Mr.  R.  Chatterton  has  been  successful  on 
the  Holme  length,  and  from  the  Gulley  at  Averham 
Weirs,  Mr.  W.  M.  Ball  bagged  seven  on  Thursday. 
Chub  fishing  has  not  produced  average  sport,  but  the 
best  specimen  taken  in  the  Newark  district  for  a number 
of  years  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Tomlinson,  at 


Mustcham  Bridge,  on  Saturday  evening,  weighing 
-51b.  8oz.,  and  as  good  a specimen  as  it  is  possible  to 
conceive.  Bream  have  been  taken  from  the  Boat  Hole, 
at  Farndon,  but  roach  and  dace  have  not  accepted  any 
lure  freely,  though  pounders  of  the  former  are  occasion- 
ally brought  in. — Trentsider. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon), — Owing  to  the  water  being 
so  low  anglers  have  had  a good  time  here.  I send 
you  a return  of  fish  weighed-in  (I  wish  the.v  would  all 
weigh,  then  we  should  have  a better  record) ; Messrs. 
Slade,  one  jack  and  21b.  roach  ; Marshall,  one  jack,  71b. 
and  21b.  roach  ; Can,  four  bream  and  51b.  roach  ; Belcher, 
three  bream  and  41b.  roach ; Thurston,  51b.  roach  ; 
Moffit,  81b.  roach  ; Turk,  four  bream  and  one  tench  ; 
Knight,  71b.  roach  and  two  tench  ; Bavo,  one  jack  51b. ; 
Brown,  two  jack  ; Scan,  one  jack  51b  and  31b.  roach. — 
J.  Warner. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln).— Anglers  are  not 
nearly  so  plentiful  on  the  Witham  and  in  the  Lincoln 
and  Boston  districts  as  they  have  been  lately.  It  is 
announced  that  the  Sheffield  Association  will  hold  their 
annual  match  this  year  on  the  Witham,  on  Sept.  IS  ; 
500  or  000  are  expected  to  take  pai-t  in  the  contest  for 
prizes  value  ,£65 ; Kirkstead  will  be  the  centre  of 
operations.  Prospects  are  improving  with  a change  of 
weather.  Sport  lately  has  been  rather  difficult  to  obtain. 
—Luc  I. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — Both  rivers  are 
lower  than  ever,  and  there  has  been  absolutely  no  sport 
with  the  fly  on  any  day  during  the  present  week.  There 
will  be  no  improvement  until  we  get  plenty  of  rain.  The 
only  certain  way  of  getting  a few  trout  is  with  the 
minnow.— Dotterel. 

Yare  (Norwich). — A good  take  of  roach  has  been 
made  at  Cantley  (the  fish  were  exhibited  at  Yarmouth), 
some  of  which  weighed  IJlb.  each.  At  Brundall  sport 
has  been  only  moderate,  whilst  at  Buckenham  Ferry 
several  good  catches  including  extra  large  roach  and  one 
or  two  good  bream  are  reported.  At  Wroxham  Broad 
recently  7 stone  of  bream  and  roach  were  taken  by  a 
party  of  four.  At  the  other  stations  matters  remain 
about  as  usual,  plenty  of  fish  of  all  kinds,  but  they 
run  so  small  except  at  Rayworth,  and  that  district  is 
difficult  to  get  at. — Robert  Moll. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  (via  Lairg’,  N.E.)— On  the  29th 
ult.  Mr.  Birch,  on  Loch  Gama,  forty  trout,  12Jlb.,  and 
Mr.  and  Miss  Drummond,  on  Loch  Urigill,  forty  trout, 
lljlb.  On  30th,  Mr.  Birch,  on  Ledmore  Burn,  eight 
trout,  41b.  ; Mr.  and  Miss  Drummond,  on  Loch  Urigill, 
thirty  trout,  81b.  ; and  Mr.  Crawfoi’d,  on  Loch  Boarlan, 
twenty  trout,  71b.  On  31st,  Mr.  Crawford,  on  Loch 
Veyatie.  twenty-six  trout,  101b.  ; Mr.  Birch,  on  Loch 
Gama,  thirty-two  trout,  lljlb. ; Mr.  and  Miss  Drummond, 
on  Loch  Urigill,  fifty-two  trout,  15Jlb.  ; and  Messrs. 
Birch  and  Forbes,  sixty-one  trout,  171b.  On  1st  inst., 
Mr.  and  Miss  Drummond,  on  Loch  Gama,  thirty-one 
trout,  lljlb.  ; and  Messrs.  Forbes  and  Birch,  thirty 
trout,  101b. — McB. 

Border  Esk. — Although  this  river  is  still  running 
low,  some  fair  takes  are  being  made.  Tarras  and  Ewes 
are  both  affording  sport  in  yellow  trout.  Mr.  J.  Telford 
had  41b.  of  yellow  trout  and  one  sea-trout  in  the  Tarras, 
and  Messrs.  Wood  and  Anderson,  Langholm,  at  a 
fishing,  creeled  five  dozen  yellow  trout  in  the  Ewes  ; 
Mr.  A.  McMillan,  Langholm,  had  a good  basket  with 
the  fly  in  Glenflrra  stream,  his  kill  including  five  sea- 
trout,  and  several  sea-trout  at  other  fishings ; Mr.  A. 
Glendinning  landed  a 31b.  sea-trout  at  Glenflrra  ; Mr. 
A.  Jackson  and  two  other  rods  had  eight  dozen  yellow 
trout  in  the  upper  reaches  : Mr.  J.  Irving  had  a sea- 
trout  31b.  Other  anglers  have  had  good  hauls  of  sea- 
trout  in  the  Langholm  water  close  to  the  town,  notably 
Mr.  Alex.  Borthwick,  Mr.  J.  Bell,  Mr.  D.  Marchbank, 
and  Mr.  Irving.  Fishing  in  the  Cauldron  Pool,  Mr. 
Chas.  E.  Stephenson,  London,  landed  a salmon  of  221b. 
after  a good  run  ; Mr.  Thos.  Jameson,  Westerhall,  had 
a salmon,  61b.,  in  the  double  water  ; Mr.  Kydd,  London, 
had  a salmon,  141b.,  in  the  Canonbie  water  ; Mr,  Swain, 
Bolton,  basketed  a number  of  ,yellow  trout  and  one  sea- 
trout.  Fishing  in  the  Island  Pool,  Mr.  A.  Glendenniug 
had  an  exciting  run  with  a salmon,  but  lost  it.  Pishing 
in  the  Island  Pool  with  the  worm  on  Saturday,  Mr,  J. 
Barnfather  landed  a salmon  of  161b.,  after  a good  run. 
Mr.  Geo.  Maxwell,  Langholm,  had  three  sea-trout  at  a 
night  fishing  with  fly,  at  Skipper’s  Bridge  ; Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jos.  Anderson,  Langholm,  creeled  two  dozen  yellow 
trout,  two  whiting,  and  one  sea-trout  ; Mr.  J.  Leoocque, 
Langholm,  had  a grilse  of  81b.  ; Mr.  Walter,  Edinburgh, 
fishing  at  Damfoot,  Liddle,  landed  a grilse  and  three  sea- 
trout  : Mr.  Church,  Parkhouse,had  three  sea-trout  in  Esd 
Lynn  pool,  Mr.  J.  Jardine,  Bowholm,  fishing  in  Tommy’s 
Pool,  had  a capital  basket  of  three  sea-trout  and  seven 
whiting.  In  the  same  pool,  which  is  within  hail  of 
Canonbridge,  Mr.  J.  Graham,  Canonbie,  had  a sea-trout 
of  3Jlb.,  and  five  whiting.  In  Byreburnfoot  water  Mr. 
Frank  Little  secure  1 four  seA-trouk  <u*d  a number  of 
whiting.  At  the  time  of  writing  fair  sport  continues  to 
be  had  in  the  rivers. — Gilnocknie. 

Bunrannoch  Hotel  (Raniiocli,  N.B.).— The 
following  sport  was  obtained  by  anglers  at  Bunran- 
noch  Hotel  on  Loch  Rinnoch : — Thursday',  Aug.  31. 
Mr.  Simpson  and  Mr.  Mayall,  Chester,  thirty-nine  fine 
trout,  averaging  ‘fib.  each  ; Master  Blanchford,  four 
good  trout.  Saturday,  Sept.  1.  Dr.  Roberts  Thomson, 
Bournemouth,  seven  trout ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ai-buthnot, 
eleven  trout.  Monday,  Sept,  4.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arbuth- 
not,  nine  trout;  Dr.  Roberts  Thomson,  fourteen  trout. 
Tuesday,  Sept.  5.  Dr.  Roberts  Thomson,  twelve  trout ; 
Miss  Campbell  of  Succoth,  six  trout. — S.  H. 


Carron,  Easter  Ross  (Ardg’ay,  N B.). — During 
the  past  week  the  river  has  been  blank  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  salmon  and  one  grilse  caught  on  the  upper 
waters  by  Mr.  W.  Allis-Smith,  of  Glencilvie.- McB. 

Dee. — The  Dee  rose  considerably  last  week,  and  fish 
have  been  moving  freely  from  the  lower  to  the  upper 
reaches.  Few  fresh  fish,  however,  have  yet  entered  the 
river,  though  there  are  considerable  numbers  at  the 
mouth  of  the  tidal  reaches.  A timely  spate  just  now 
would  set  the  autumn  angling  going  in  earnest.  Mean- 
time matter.s  are  in  a stats  of  suspense.  OntheBraemar 
reaches  considerable  sport  is  being  got  near  the  village 
and  on  the  main  feeders,  especially  the  Cluny.  Some  big 
trout,  from  21b.  to  31b.,  were  creeled  last  week,  which 
are  supposed  to  have  recently  migrated  from  the  near 
lochs.  On  the  Kindrochet  waters  Mr.  Mainwarring 
creeled  nine  salmon  and  a grilse,  and  Dr.  Booklass 
several  from  5jlb.  to  81b.  On  the  Don,  sport  will  in  no 
sense  be  rife  till  the  autumn  floods  set  in.  A few  finnocks 
are  being  creeled  in  the  tidal  waters.  The  Ythan  is 
steadily  improving,  and  the  back-end  promises  well. 
The  salmon  season  closes  on  the  9th  inst.,  after  which 
the  autumn  fishing  on  the  upper  reaches  will  set  in  with 
vigour. — Deesider. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — Now  that  the  river  is  free 
of  nets,  and  all  the  set  nets  withdrawn  from  the  coast, 
anglers  are  looking  forward  to  enjoying  a successful 
season.  Last  week  the  water  in  the  river  was  of  fair 
size,  when  not  a few  fish  got  over  the  dykes.  Of  late 
the  weather  has  become  somewhat  dry,  and  the  water  is 
falling  to  alow  level,  which  makes  fishing  rather  difficult. 
On  the  Netherdale  section  the  keeper  had  a fine  grilse  of 
4Jlb.,  and  on  the  tidal  water  several  sea-trout  were 
killed.  On  the  King  Edward  burn  fair  baskets  of  trout 
were  got  last  week. — H.  W. 

Dochai’t. — On  Friday,  Dr.  Ross,  out  from  Luib  Hotel, 
on  the  river,  killed  a fine  trout,  2ilb.  On  Wednesday, 
on  Loch  Nubhair,  Dr.  Bidie  and  Mr.  Anderson  killed 
thirteen  trout,  4Jlb. ; Mr.  Rich  and  Captain  McFall, 
sixteen  trout,  51b.  On  Thursday,  Dr.  Bidie  and  Mr. 
Anderson,  eleven  trout,  3Mb. ; Mr.  Rich  and  Captain 
McFall,  eleven,  3Mb.  Friday,  Captain  McFall  had  one 
trout,  1Mb. — Donald  McNaughton. 

Duiibeath  (Dunbeath).  -Good  baskets  of  sea  and 
brown  trout  are  now  being  got  on  this  stream.  Captain 
Little,  Mr.  Faulkner,  and  Messrs.  Alfred  and  Fritz 
Brooklehurst  had  twenty-one  sea-trout  weighing  161b. 
Mr.  K.  M'Lennan,  Edinburgh,  on  Monday,  had  two 
sea-ti’out  of  lib.  each,  and  thirty-eight  brown  trout 
weighing  91b. — A.  P. 

Fleet  (Royart,  N.B.). — On  Monday  week  Mrs. 
Thring,  Tressady  Lodge,  landed  six  sea-trout,  which 
weighed  161b.  in  all. — McB. 

Forsinard  Hotel. — Good  sport  is  still  being  got  by 
anglers  out  from  this  hotel.  Messrs.  Tod,  Bryce,  and 
Laurie  during  last  week  had  fair  sport,  despite  the  un- 
favourable weather  which  then  prevailed.  On  Monday 
of  this  week  Messrs.  Hough  and  Miller,  in  separate 
boats,  on  Loch  Badden,  had  thirty-four  trout  and  thirty- 
one  trout,  weighing  respectively  15Mb.  and  13Mb.  On 
Tuesday  Mr.  Hough  fished  Loch  Clachengeal  and  had 
seven  trout,  61b.  ; and  Mr.  Miller  fished  Loch  Talnheil 
and  got  nine  trout,  7Mb. — Geo.  Murray. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale). — During  the  week  we 
have  had  one  of  the  best  spates  of  the  entire  season. 

I have  not  heard  of  much  sport  however,  as  the  weather 
has  been  quite  unfit  for  angling  for  some  time  past.  At 
present  sportsmen  are  too  much  engrossed  with  shooting 
to  care  to  try  angling  at  all,  but  later  it  will  be  different, 
and,  en  passant,  let  me  say  that  very  good  sport  has  been 
got  on  the  moors  in  this  district.  The  returns  from  the 
salmon  netting  stations  in  Scotland  show  a large  falling 
off  on  the  catch  compared  with  last  year.  On  this  coast 
this  has  been  quite  the  opposite,  as  this  season  has  been 
the  best  for  a number  of  years. — S.  C. 

Kinlocli-Rannocli  (Duiialastair  Hotel).— The 
following  sport  was  obtained  by  anglers  from  Dunala- 
stair  Hotel  : Sept.  1,  Mr.  Higson,  London,  on  river, 
seven  trout,  one  w'eighing  61b.,  and  in  splendid  condi- 
tion. Sept.  2,  Mr.  Higson,  on  loch,  five  trout;  Dr, 
Barrington,  London,  fourteen  trout.  Sept.  4,  Mr.  Hig- 
son, on  loch,  eight  trout,  one  of  which  weighed  3Mb.  ; 
Dr.  Barrington,  ten  trout.  Sept.  5,  Mr.  Higson,  on 
loch,  seventeen  trout ; Dr.  Barrington,  thirteen  trout. 

Dairg'  Hotel  Waters  (Lairsf,  N.B.).  — On  Satur- 
day, Colonel  Butler  killed  one  dozen  trout,  averaging 
Mb.  each.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Fleming  landed  seven 
trout  weighing  51b.  Mr.  Tom  Bussell  caught  five  trout 
weighing  31b.,  on  Loch  Beannoch,  on  Wednesday,  and 
three  trout,  weighing  3lb.,  on  Loch  Shin  on  Thursday. 
Weather  conditions  were  altogether  unfavourable. 

Loch.  Crag'g’ie  (Lairg,  N.B.). — Capital  baskets 
continue  to  be  made  by  the  Achauy  House  party  on  this 
loch,  and  on  its  neighbour.  Loch  Doula.  On  Thursday 
Sheriff  Mackenzie  Golspie  eaught  twenty  lovely  trout, 
weighing  181b.  Scarlet  and  Teal  are  the  best  killing 
flies.  Weather  fine  and  settled. 

Loch  of  Steniiess  (Ox'kney).  — The  following 
gentlemen  at  the  Masons’  -A.rms  Hotel,  Stromness, 
fished  the  Loch  of  Stenness  during  the  week ; On 
Monday,  Aug.  28,  Mr.  Heggans  had  eleven  trout,  2Slb., 
one  sea-trout,  81b.  ; Major  Levett,  two  trout,  5lb.  Tues- 
day, Major  Levett,  three  trout,  4Mb.  ; Mr.  Tahourden, 
three  trout,  61b.  On  Thursday,  Mr.  Heggans,  six  trout, 
81b.  : Mr.  Tahourden,  two'  trout,  41b.  ; Major  Levett, 
one  trout,  2Mb.  Friday,  Major  Levett,  nine  trout, 
IGlb.,  one  41b. ; Mr.  Sharp,  seven  trout,  131b. ; Rev.  Mr. 
Munro,  five  trout,  61b.  Saturday,  Mr.  Heggans,  eight 
trout,  111b. ; Mr.  'Tahourden,  eight  trout,  141b. — John 
Mackay. 
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Navel"  (Bettyhill,  Tlmrso,  N.B.). — On  Tuesday, 
Mrs.  Stibbard,  Syro  Lodge,  Strathnaver,  grassed  a, 
salmon  of  81b.,  on  Beat  No.  3,  and  on  Thursday  one  of 
511).,  on  Beat  No.  C.  Kiver  in  bad  fishing  order.' — 
MoB. 

North  Uist  (Ziochmaddy). — Since  last  report  the 
exceptionally  heavy  rainfall  has  been  against  anglers. 
On  Loch  Fada  Dr.  Fry  had  thirty-eight  brown  trout, 
1711b.,  on  23rd  ult.,  and  on  same  loch  Messrs.  Orde  and 
Jones  had  thirty-nine  fish,  181b.,  on  25th,  among  them 
being  a sea-trout  of  3,Ub.  The  Bev.  Dr.  Fry  and  Mr. 
Higgins  have  had  fair  baskets  of  sea  and  brown  trout  on 
Strumore. — James  M.  Feaser. 

Khiconich  Hotel  (by  Lairg^,  Sutherlandshire). 

— We  are  having  very  good  sport  with  both  brown  and 
sea-trout  and  salmon.  We  have  had  plenty  of  water 
lately,  and  we  now  seem  to  be  well  stocked  with  fish 
for  the  week.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young,  four  salmon  ; Mr. 
Milles,  foiir  salmon  ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eaikes,  two  salmon  ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilmore,  three  salmon  ; and  some  splendid 
baskets  of  sea-trout. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (Scourie,  by  Lairg, 
N.B.). — The  fishing  is  again  good.  The  following  are 
among  the  best  baskets  obtained  : On  Monday,  Messrs. 
Jevons  and  Brooksbank  fished  Findle  and  killed  five 
brown  trout  weighing  7Jlb.  (heaviest  trout  scaled 
2ilb.)  On  Tuesday  the  same  anglers  fished  Duart 
More  and  landed  sixteen  brown  trout,  and  a fine 
basket  of  seventeen  spa-trout  weighing  141b.  On 
Friday  Duart  More  was  fished  by  Messrs.  Barclay  and 
Smith,  whose  basket  was  half  a dozen  brown  trout  and 
ten  very  fine  sea-trout  weighing  lH^lb.  (heaviest  fish  one 
of  51b.  and  one  of  3Jlb.) — j.  Y. 

Shin  (Lairg,  N.B.).— The  upper  beats  are  getting 
nto  good  angling  ply.  On  Thursday,  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  landed  one  nice  salmon.  On  Friday,  the 
Tressady  Lodge  party  (Mr.  Watney’s)  caught  one  fish, 
and  on  Saturday,  the  Earl  of  Westmoreland  killed  two 
salmon,  weighing  5|lb.  and  lljlh.  respectively.  Fair 
baskets  of  trout  are  also  got. — J.  Y. 

Solway. — On  Monday  there  was  a good  show  of  salmon 
in  the  nets.  The  remainder  of  the  week  was  fine,  and 
little  was  done.  There  will  be  a fine  show  of  salmon  in 
the  rivers  shortly,  as  the  nets  of  the  Solway  are  off  for 
the  season  to-night  (Saturday).  With  the  clear  water  and 
fine  weather  the  fish  cannot  be  caught  in  the  estuary 
this  week,  and  the  fishermen  report  that  the  Solway  is 
full  of  salmon.  A great  run  is  expected  to  the  rivers  with 
the  first  flood. 

South.  Esk  (Forfar). — The  following  baskets  were 
made  by  the  members  of  the  Canmore  Angling  Club  at 
their  half-day  competition  on  the  Noran  tributary  on 
Saturday  : First  and  medal,  Arnot  Blyth,  21b.  3oz.  ; the 
next  heaviest  baskets  were  those  of  .James  Johnston, 
Charles  McKenzie,  A.  Smith,  and  Charles  Petrie.  James 
Pigott  was  the  cup-winner  for  the  heaviest  aggregate  of 
the  season. — Iasgaie. 

South  of  Scotland.— There  has  been  no  improve- 
ment in  the  angling  in  any  of  the  South  of  Scotland 
rivers  this  week.  There  has  been  no  run  of  herling  to 
the  rivers  for  six  or  seven  weeks.  Considerable  surprise 
is  expressed  at  the  fact  of  large  numbers  of  herling 
being  exposed  on  the  fishmongers’  slabs  in  Carlisle. 
There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  these  fish  are  caught 
in  the  Solway  somewhere  with  nets.  Sea-trout  fishing 
has  been  on  the  decline  for  some  time  back.  Burn  trout 
fishing  is  now  nearing  a close,  and  the  trout  are  be- 
ginning to  make  their  way  up  the  burns  and  tribu- 
taries to  the  spawning  beds. — The  Annan.  — In 
the  Castlemilk  water  Mr.  W.  O.  Bell-Irving  killed 
a fine  fresh-run  salmon  of  19Jlh.  In  the  Dulhara 
pool  with  fly,  Mr.  Tweedie  had  a sea- trout  and  a 
couple  of  herling.  Other  anglers  had  a brace  or  two 
of  herling  and  a few  yellow  trout.  In  Mount  Annan 
private  water,  Mr.  Peter  had  six  herling  and  one 
yellow  trout  of  11b. ; the  Eev.  Mr.  Hicks  had  a trout  of 
21b.,  and  a herling  with  minnow  ; Mr.  Patrick 
McGivern  killed  with  fly  after  dark  two  sea-trout  and 
four  herling  ; the  Eev.  Mr.  Coleby,  a brace  of  good 
herling ; Capt.  Hemingway  and  others  have  been 
killing  an  odd  herling  or  two. — Esk. — A few  of  the  local 
anglers  have  been  landing  an  odd  sea-trout  and  a brace 
of  herling  by  fishing  after  dark  with  fly.  There  is  a 
nice  breeze  on  the  water  to-day,  and  the  conditions  are 
more  favourable  for  trout  rising. — Nith. — Very  poor 
sport  is  being  had  on  this  river.  In  the  town  w'ater  at 
Dumfries  practically  nothing  has  been  done  for  some 
weeks.  In  the  tributaries  a few  baskets  of  light  weights 
have  been  obtained  and  an  odd  sea-trout  caught  in  the 
Duke  of  Buccleuch’s  water  at  Thornhill. — Ateshire 
Lochs  and  Streams. — Some  of  the  local  streams  are 
affording  fair  sport  among  yellow  trout,  but  the  water 
is  running  low,  and  trout  have  been  more  shy  this  week. 
On  Lochs  Doon  and  Finlas  a few  anglers  have  done 
fairly  well  with  fly. — Heatheebell. 

Spey. — The  sport  anticipated  after  the  removal  of  the 
nets  has  not  yet  been  realised.  On  the  Pitcroy  water. 
Major  Waldren  had  a grilse  of  41b.,  and  a yellow  trout 
of  21b,,  on  Saturday,  and  Miss  Burn  a sea-trout;  while 
from  the  Knockando  House  water,  Mr.  C.  Lethbridge 
landed  a nice  salmon.  From  the  Aberlour  House  water, 
on  Friday,  Mr.  McKenzie  grassed  a salmon  of  171b.  ; 
and  on  Friday  the  Earl  of  Elgin  killed  a grilse  of  41b.,  and 
Lord  Elphinston  one  of  3|lb.  While  on  Thursday  Lord 
Elgin  killed  a salmon  scaling  111b.  On  Thursday,  Mr. 
Te.acher  had  a grilse  of  3|ft. ; and  from  the  Aikenway 
water  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Stewart-Menzies  had  one  of  61b. 
The  ducal  party  at  Gordon  Castle  are  now  vigorously 
prosecuting  the  rod  fishing,  and  on  Friday  and  Satur- 
day several  fish  fell  to  the  rods  of  the  Hon.  Bernard 
Gordon-Lennox  and  Lady  Violet  Gordcn-Lennox, — J.  M. 


Tongue  (Sutherlandj. — Last  week  was  exception- 
ally wet  and  stormy,  and,  owing  to  this,  fishing  was  not 
so  successful  as  it  otherwise  might  be  ; but  now  a change 
has  sot  in  for  the  better,  and  good  sport  may  still  be 
anticipated.  The  most  notable  of  last  week’s  captures 
were  the  following  : — Aug.  29  ; Mr.  Pritchard,  London, 
on  Loch  Crocach,  ten  brown  trout,  weighing  5^15.  ; Mr. 
Watts,  Plymouth,  on  Eibigill  Burn,  ten  trout,  weighing 
51b.  Sept.  1 : Messrs.  Lord,  London,  on  Kyle,  four  sea- 
trout,  weighing  71b.,  heaviest  3Jlb.  ; Mr.  Hoyle,  on  Loch 
Craggie,  nineteen  trout,  81b.  ; Mr.  and  Miss  Chetwode, 
Market  Drayton,  on  Loch  Craggie,  twenty-four  brown 
trout,  weighing  101b.  Sept.  2 ; Messrs.  Lord,  on  Loch 
Craggie,  41b.  trout ; Mr.  Hoyle,  on  Loch  Craggie,  ten 
brown  trout,  weighing  51b.,  two  heaviest  lib.  each. — A. 
Hemus. 

Tweed,  and  Teviot. — These  rivers  have  again  run 
into  a very  low  level,  consequent  upon  another  spell  of 
fine  autumn  harvest  weather,  and  consequently  the  sport 
of  the  angler  is  not  of  much  account  at  present.  The 
streams  are  still,  however,  a fairly  good  colour,  but 
with  bright  sunshine  and  no  breeze  to  assist  the  Wal- 
tonian,  fish  are  bad  to  get  at.  The  evening  trout  angling 
is  over,  and  what  takes  are  got  are  killed  during  the 
afternoon  and  just  at  dusk,  but,  on  the  whole, trout  are  not 
rising  very  freely  to  the  fly  during  the  daytime.  Even  this 
early  they  are  also  beginning  to  deteriorate  in  quality, and 
some  have  already  spawned.  The  present  month  is 
always  considered  a good  one  for  takes  of  trout  so  far 
as  bulk  is  concerned  ; but  up  to  date  baskets  have  not 
been  heavy,  the  average  catches  being  something  like 
from  2lb.  up  to  3^1b.  on  both  rivers.  Occasionally, 
however,  a good  take  is  got,  such  as  that  had  by  Mr. 
John  Smith,  Maxwell-place,  Kelso,  on  Saturday  last. 
Angling  on  the  Tweed  during  the  afternoon  he  had  81b., 
consisting  of  two  sea-trout  of  2.j-lb.  each,  a whitling,  a 
grayling,  and  several  yellow  trout.  There  is  little  doing 
in  the  way  of  salmon  fishing,  the  rivers  being  too  fine. 
The  back-end  season,  however,  will  not  begin  before  the 
14th,  the  date  when  the  net  fishing  closes,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  there  will  be  a rise  in  the  rivers  either  before 
or  immediately  after  the  date,  so  that  the  owners  and 
lessees  may  have  an  early  and  successful  start  to  make 
up  in  someway  for  the want  of  sport  experienced  since 
the  month  of  March.  On  the  lower  parts  of  the  Tweed 
a few  sea-trout  and  whitling  have  made  their  appear- 
ance, but  none  have  got  up  so  far  as  Kelso  yet,  and  as 
for  salmon  and  grilse,  none  of  these  fish  can  get  past  the 
nets  at  Berwick  just  now  to  get  to  any  of  the  rod  angling 
waters  on  the  rivers  ; therefore  the  want  of  a flood  is 
much  felt. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh).— The  river  is  nearly  purified 
of  pollution,  and  trout  are  rising  more  freely  ; however, 
little  is  being  done.  Two  salmon,  121b.  and  171b.,  were 
killed  on  the  lower  reaches  last  week.  In  the  past 
fortnight  great  numbers  of  pike  were  killed  on  these 
reaches,  principally  on  spoon  baits  and  phantoms, 

Bann  (Toome).— Fishing  has  been  fairly  good  in  this 
district.  Mr.  Giles,  Belfast,  Mr.  Stanley,  Manchester, 
Mr.  Martin  and  Mr.  Meenan,  Belfast,  caught  good 
baskets  of  trout  last  week.  Mr.  Meenan  caught  six 
dozen  perch,  which  are  now  taking  well.  Pike  are  also 
taking  well.  Anglers  visiting  above  place  may  expect 
fa,ir  fishing,  as  river  is  in  good  condition  and  free  from 
flax  water. — F.  G. 

Blackwater  (Benburb,  co.  Tyrone).— The  river  is 
in  fair  order,  but  nothing  scarcely  has  been  done. 
Plenty  of  salmon  got  up  in  the  recent  floods  and  over 
the  weirs  to  the  upper  parts  of  the  river.  A lot  of  pike 
were  killed  last  week.  On  the  Oona  tributary  the 
keeper  of  Mr.  Bruce  killed  seventeen  pike. 

Connaught  Rivers.  — Owing  to  the  continued 
absence  of  rain  in  quantities  angling  is  dull  on  the 
rivers  of  the  west.  Plenty  of  rain  is  required  to  raise 
and  re-stock  the  waters  with  salmon  and  sea-troup.  On 
some  of  the  lakes  fishing  for  sea-trout  is  pretty  fair. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  continues  poor,  owing  principally  to  bright  sun- 
shine and  unfavourable  winds.  The  white  trout  angling 
has  been  slack,  the  baskets  seldom  containing  more  than 
six,  while  the  brown  trout  afforded  but  poor  spOrt. 
Weather  very  sultry,  and  water  getting  down  rapidly.— 
T.  J.  Denneht. 

Lough  Neagh.— The  pollen  fisheries  remain  much 
about  the  same,  while  there  is  a slight  improvement  in 
the  trout  and  salmon  netting.  The  heaviest  salmon 
taken  this  week  weighed  231b.  Eels  are  taking  well. 
At  the  Clonmalate  (co.  Armagh)  Petty  Sessions  last 
Monday,  Anne  Eobinson  was  fined  in  £22  18s.  for 
having  458  undersized  pollen  in  her  possession  or 
seventeen  days,  and  another  woman  was  fined  in  .£1  8.s. 
for  having  twenty-eight  small  pollen  for  sale. 

Mourne  and  Strule  (Newtonstewart,  Tyrone).— 
Angling  in  the  past  few  days  has  not  been  so  good : 29th 
ult.,  Mr.  Alexander  had  one  salmon,  71b.  ; Mr.  Greer, 
one’ 81b.  ; 31st,  Mr.  Barron,  one  salmon,  51b. ; Sthinst  , 
Mr.  Alexander,  one  salmon,  61b.  A few  white  and 
brown  trout  were  killed  this  week  ; another  flood  is 
required. 

Moy  and  Lakes  (Ballina).— Sport  has  somewhat 
improved  on  river  and  lakes  since  last  report.  Mr. 
Hopwood  had  five  fish  in  two  days  (the  largest  going 
121b.)  and  lost  two  others;  Capt.  Hillas,  three  fish 
(heaviest  fish  12Jlb.)  and  some  sea-trout,  onegoihg  3|lb.  ; 
Mr.  Bigger,  three  fish,  one  weighing  l.ojlb.,  with  sea 
lice  on,  and  six  se.a-trout,  weighing  121b.  On  Loughs 
Conn  and  Cullen  some  fair  sport  has  been  got  with  trout 
and  pike,  on  favourable  days  with  a cloudy  sky  and  a 
good  breeze.  Mr.  Watkins  had  in  two  days  twenty- 


four  trout,  weighing  2.o|lb. ; Mr.  Arkell,  one  day,  had 
seven  trout,  weighing  16Jlb.  (largest  fish,  2ilb.).  On 
the  4th  inst.  Captain  Dewar  killed  six  pike,  the  three 
largest  weighing  151b.,  171b.,  19 jib.  ; and  on  the  5th  the 
same  gentleman  killed  one  salmon  and  thirteen  ijike, 
the  largest  pike  weighing  25jlb.  Pike  are  well  on  the 
feed,  and  from  this  forth  is  the  time  to  move  the  big 
ones  and  catch  the  40  pounders. — Frank  He.arns. 

Rosses  (co.  Douegful). — The  lakes  of  the  Eossesare 
well  stocked  with  sea-trout,  and  good  bags  have  been 
made  in  the  past  and  present  week.  On  Wednesday 
Miss  Gosselin,on  Meenmore  Lake  had  eleven  trout.  Dr. 
Carter  got  six  trout  the  following  day. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Dei’g  (Killaloe). 
Although  the  river  has  been  in  good  fishing  order  for  the 
past  fortnight,  still,  salmon  angling  has  been  very  bad 
indeed  by  reason  of  the  bright  and  intensely  warm 
weather  we  have  been  experiencing  for  some  time.  The 
evening  treating  has,  however,  been  fairly  good,  and 
now  that  rain  has  set  in  I am  in  hopes  that^  sport  will 
improve.  Splendid  stock  of  salmon  and  grilse  in  the 
reserved  water.  Mr.  John  E.  Barker  and  Mr.  A.  A. 
Bathe  have  killed  several  very  nice  dishes  of  white  and 
brown  trout. — S.  J.  Hurley. 


THAMES  ANGLING  PEESEEVATION  SOCIETY. 

Extracts  from  the  new  “Thames  Fishery  Bye-laws, 
1893,’’  now  in  force. 

Abolition  of  Trailing. 

“ No  person  shall  allow  any  rod  and  line,  or  line  to 
which  any  bait  or  hook,  natural  or  artificial,  is  attached, 
to  be  drawn  or  trailed  from  any  vessel  on  the  River 
Thames.’’ 

Live  and  Dead  Gorge  Fishing. 

“ No  person  shall  fish  for  pike  with  any*  device  or  tackle 
that  does  not  admit  of  the  pike  taken  therewith  being 
returned  to  the  water  without  any  serious  injury. 

Night  and  Fixed  Lines. 

“No  night  hook,  night  line,  nor  fixed  hook  or  line 
shall  be  used  in  the  Eiver  Thames  above  London  Bridge.’ 
Snatching  of  Fish. 

“ No  person  shall  use  any  rod  and  line,  hook,  wire, 
snare  or  other  device,  either  alone  or  in  connection  with 
a rod  and  line,  or  in  any  other  way,  so  as  to  teke  fish  by 
means  of  foul  hooking,  snatching  or  snaring  in  any  part 
of  the  Thames.” 

Sizes  of  Fish. 

“ Jack,  18in.  ; perch,  Sin.  ; chub,  lOin.  ; roach,  7in.  ; 
dace,  6in.  ; barbel,  16in.  ; trout,  16in. ; bream,  lOin.  ; 
carp,  lOin. ; gudgeon,  4in.” 

Penalties. 

“ Any  person  acting  in  contravention  of  the  bye-laws, 
or  any  of  them,  shall  for  every  such  act  be  liable  to  a 
penalty  not  exceeding  .£5.” 

Rewards 

Will  be  given  by  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society  on  the  conviction  of  offenders. 

Alfred  Nuthall,  Chairman. 

C.  H.  Woodall,  Deputy-Chairman. 

W.  H.  Brougham,  Secretary. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a list  of  piscatorial  patents,  which  is 
supplied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
Registered  Patent  Agents,  and  Attorneys  for  British, 
Colonial,  and  Foreign  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade 
Marks,  76,  Chancery-lane,  Holborn,  W.C.  All  inquiries 
answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers  : 
Applications  fob  Patents. 

15,991.  John  Hinley.  of  88,  Balsall  Heath-road,  Bir- 
mingham, for  a portable  rod  rest  for  anglers. 

16,445.  Alfred  George  Jardine,  of  53,  Ravensdale-road, 
Stamford-hill,  London,  for  the  convolute 
artificial  spinning  bait. 

Patent  Published. 

12,281  of  1893.  Patentee  : Mr.  E.  Oliver.  Improved 
joint  for  fishing  rods.  Consists  of  two  parts 
(1)  a square  socket  in  which  is  a transverse 
bar,  the  ends  of  which  work  in  two  slots  in 
the  wall  of  the  socket,  and  connected  to 
external  collar,  by  which  the  pin  can  be 
turned  horizontally  i of  the  diameter  of 
socket ; (2)  the  male  end  of  joint  composed 
of  a square  plug  fitting  accurately  in  socket, 
and  carrying  at  its  extremity  two  hooks 
facing  in  opposite  directions,  such  hooks 
being  separated  by  the  space  to  receive  the 
pin.  The  male  end  is  inserted  in  the 
socket  far  enough  to  enable  the  pin  to  enter 
between  the  hooks,  and  the  external  collar, 
on  which  are  i^rovided  lugs  to  assist  the 
operator,  is  turned  round  so  that  the  pin 
lies  at  nearly  right  angles  to  the  first  posi- 
tion, and  in  so  doing  looks  the  joint  by 
passing  beneath  the  projecting  hooks. 


To  Stain  Grey  Mallard  Feathers  for  the 
Wings  of  the  Mat  Fly.— Well  wash  your  feathers 
in  a warm  solution  of  soda  and  soap,  then  put  them  into 
a basin  of  clean  water,  and  thoroughly  cleanse  them 
from  the  soda.  Next  put  them  into  a hot  mordaunt  of 
alum  and  water  till  thoroughly  saturated;  then  dip  in 
a dye  of  fustic  wood  for  a few  minutes,  or  seconds  only, 
merely  to  give  them  tne  slightest  shade  of  yellow  ; after 
which  dip  them  in  a pipkin,  in  which  a small  piece  of 
copperas  has  been  dissolved  : this  will  kill  the  yellow, 
' and  make  the  feathers  a grey-olive. 
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Eepotts  from  Clutrs 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning'.  Thursday  night’s  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  posi  on  Friday  morning . Address  “ Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,” 
marked  “^Club  Eepoet  ” outside  envelope. 


Anglers’  Association. — The  monthly  meeting  of 
the  Renting  and  Preservation  Committee  will  take 
place  on  Monday  evening  next,  Sept.  11,  at  8.30. — R. 
Ghupney. 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  Iiist  (Eastern 
District  No.  2). — The  next  return  visit  will  take  place 
at  the  Serapis  A.  S.,  Nevill  Anns,  Nevill-road,  Stoke 
Newington,  on  Thursday,  Sept.  14,  when  I hope  to  see  a 
good  attendance  of  the  clubs  on  this  list.  A good  enter- 
tainment is  being  arranged,  and  Mr.  A.  Jardine’s  fish 
are  worth  a journey  to  see. — P.  Thorling. 

Anglers’  Benevolent. — Since  last  report  I beg  to 
acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  .£1  from  the 
donation  box  of  the  Havelock  A.S.,  and  lO.s.  donation 
from  the  General  Gordon  A.S. — R.  Ghurney. 

Aberdeen  Amateur  B,ock  Fishers. — A competi- 
tion under  the  auspices  of  the  Aberdeen  Amateur  Rock 
Fishers’  Association  took  place  on  Saturday  for  a 
number  of  prizes.  There  was  a large  number  of  com- 
petitors, and  the  prize-winners  were  : Alexander 

Douglas,  351b.  14oz.  ; James  Grant.  291b.  Goz.  ; William 
Riddell,  241b.  6oz. ; John  Inch,  211b.  12oz.  ; William 
Campbell,  111b.  8oz.  ; William  Geddes,  101b.  8oz.;  Max 
Palmer,  91b.  8oz. ; James  Linton,  8 b.  13oz.  Mrs. 
Stewart,  Correction  Wynd,  gives  a medal  for  the 
heaviest  fish  landed  this  month.  On  Saturday  John 
Stewart  had  one  weighing  51b.  4oz. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society. — President,  Mr.  Albert 
Chevalier. — Our  match  on  the  3rd  inst.  resulted  in  a 
fine  show  of  fish,  and  the  prizes  were  won  as  follows  : 
Mr.  Enever,  roach  and  bream.  1st,  and  Mr.  Barnes, 
roach  and  bream,  2nd.  Messrs.  Warde,  Bryant,  Tottem, 
Davis,  and  White  also  weighed-in  roach,  bream,  and 
dace.  Last  Wednesday  being  quarterly  night,  Mr. 
Barnes  was  elected  chairman,  Mr.  White,  vice-chairman, 
and  Messrs.  Barnes  and  Davis,  delegates. — W.  H. 
Bryant. 

Allasoii  United  Brothers. — At  our  outing  to  Esher 
on  the  3rd  inst.  not  many  fish  were  taken.  It  is 
arranged  to  hold  another  brake  outing  on  Sept.  17  to 
private  water,  when  I hope  to  have  some  fish  to  record. 
Mr.  Turner  had  from  Esher  one  tench  on  the  6th  weigh- 
ing lib.  3Joz.,  and  our  host  had  a capital  show  of  roach 
and  dace  from  the  Thames.  I hope  members  will  show 
up  next  W'ednesday,  so  as  to  give  names  for  the  second 
outing  by  road,  fare  2s.  We  have  paid  over  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Skegness  disaster  .£2  Os.  4d.  — B. 
Abrahams. 

Alma. — Since  my  last  report  the  following  have 
weighed-in  : Messrs.  J.  Drew,  J,  Stewart,  W.  Hopping, 
J.  Scott,  W.  Hall,  H.  Seymour.  On  Tuesday  we  elected 
another  new  member.  I hope  to  see  a good  muster  on 
Tuesday  next,  being  quarterly  night. — G.  Marriott. 

Amicable  Brothers. — On  the  3rd  inst.  we  had  a 
good  show  of  roach,  dace,  and  jack  by  Messrs.  Haynes, 
Harding,  Foster,  Kenniburgh,  and  Alliband.  On  Wed- 
nesday evening  we  had  a good  meeting,  and  got  through 
some  important  business.  Wednesday,  Sept.  13,  will  be 
quarterly  night,  when  I hope  the  books  will  be  cleared. 
We  have  arranged  an  outing  for  Oct.  15  for  a series  of 
prizes. — F.  G.  Hutchins. 

Amicable  Excelsior. — Our  match  on  the  3rd  inst. 
turned  out  a failure,  owing  to  the  river  having  been 
poisoned.  I sincerely  hope  that  the  Medway  Angling 
Association’s  reward  of  =£5  will  be  instrumental  in 
bringing  the  culprits  to  justice.  Our  match  supper  will 
take  place  on  Monday  next.  Sept.  11.  After  supper 
there  will  be  an  open  free  concert  and  distribution  of 
prizes,  when  anglers  and  friends  will  receive  a hearty 
welcome.  On  the  3i-d  inst.  Mr.  Lovett  weighed-in  lOJlb. 
of  roach  and  bream.  Tickets  2s. — J.  Rich. 

Amicable  Waltonians. — On  the  3rd  inst.  the 
following  members  weighed-in  ; — Mr.  W.  Hade,  roach 
and  dace;  Mr.  J.  Nunn,  roach;  Mr.  Lambarth,  jun., 
roach,  dace,  and  bream  ; Mr.  Hill,  with  a nice  show  of 
roach  and  barbel ; and  Mr.  Windier,  with  a good  show  of 
roach  and  dace.  Members  are  particularly  requested  to 
attend  the  special  concert  on  Monday  evening  next,  to 
distribute  the  prizes  to  the  successful  winners  at  our 
annual  outing. — E.  R.  Embleton. 

Anchor  and  Hope. — Twenty  of  our  members  com- 
peted in  the  punt  match  at  Twickenham,  for  eight  prizes, 
with  the  following  result; — Mr.  Elston,  1 ; Mr.  Fowler, 
2;  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  3;  Mr.  Hickson,  4;  Mr.  Neve,  5; 
Mr.  Thomas,  6.  Mr.  E.  Mallet  and  Mr.  Way  took  the 
two  prizes  for  honorary  members.  All  the  competitors 
had  fish  ; total,  80lb.  On  the  10th  inst.  we  fish  for  four 
prizes.  Full  particulars  at  the  club  house. — D.  Davis. 

Anglers’  Pride. — I beg  to  inform  members  who  did 
not  trouble  to  attend  our  last  meeting  night,  that  it  was 
agreed  to  fish  our  next  match  at  Woking  on  Sept.  17. 
Our  late  member,  Mr.  Joe  Randall,  was  buried  at 
Amberley  on  Aug.  30.  Mr.  Randall,  sen.,  attended  our 
meeting,  and  presented  this  society  with  his  late  son’s 
cases  of  fish. — J.  H.  Tucker. 

Battersea  United  Fiscatorials.  — On  the  2nd 
inst.,  Mr.  E.  Wilson  weighed-inl  Clb.  12oz.  chub  and 
61b.  12Joz.  roach,  total,  231b.  8oz. ; and  on  5th  inst. , 


barbel,  231b.  3oz.,  three  of  the  fish  weighing  181b.  5Joz. 
(largest  91b.)  We  hope  to  be  able  to  enter  our  club-room 
in  a fortnight’s  time,  when  some  important  business 
will  be  brought  forward. — A.  Trowbridge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers. — We  had  a fair  show  of 
fish  on  the  3rd  inst.,  contributed  by  the  following 
members  : Mr.  P.  Allum,  bream  from  Amberley,  one 
4jlb. ; Mr.  J.  Smith,  roach  from  same  place,  several 
fish  over  11b.  ; Mr.  Payne,  barbel  and  bream  from 
Thames,  total,  421b.  On  Monday,  the  11th  inst.,  the 
Great  Northern  Brothers  intend  paying  a visit  to  our 
late  host,  Mr.  J.  Fiddes,  at  the  Tanners’  Arms,  Russell- 
street,  Bermondsey,  and  our  present  host,  Mr.  G.  H. 
Shephers,  has  consented  to  take  the  chair.  I trust  the 
members  of  the  Bermondsey  Brothers  will  notice  this, 
and  give  their  late  host  a bumper. — A.  Conn. 

Blackfriars. — Our  match  took  place  at  St.  Margaret’s 
on  the  3rd  inst,  but  owing  to  the  clearness  of  the  water, 
no  prizes  were  taken.  Our  dinner  match  takes  place  at 
Woking  on  Sept.  24,  for  six  prizes.  Our  visit  takes 
place  on  Monday  next  (Sept.  11),  on  the  S.L.U.V.L., 
when  I hope  to  see  every  society  on  the  list  well  repre- 
sented. We  have  forwarded  10s.  fid.  towards  the 
Pulborough  disaster. — J.  Foster. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers. — On  the  3rd  inst.  we  had  a 
fine  show  of  fish  from  the  following ; Mr.  Young,  roach 
and  tench  (heaviest  roach  over  lib.,  heaviest  tench 
lib.  7oz.)  ; Mr.  H.  Davis,  roach;  and  C.  Davis,  roach, 
perch,  and  rudd.  On  the  6th  Mr.  .1.  Pailes  had  tench, 
roach,  and  rudd  (heaviest  tench21b.  2ioz.). — D.  Warren. 

Bomore. — Since  last  report  several  members  have 
weighed-in  nice  shows  of  fish.  Mr.  Wicks  had  some 
very  nice  roach.  We  fish  a roving  match  on  Sept.  17, 
no  member  to  go  down  overnight. — F.  Stanford. 

Bostonians  — We  have  again  been  favoured  by  some 
good  shows  of  fish.  Mr.  Lawson,  takes  of  261b.  12oz., 
271b.  6foz.,  91b.  lljoz.,  111b.  foz.,  roach,  heaviest  roach 
lib.  5.jOZ.,  and  a perch  of  11b.  13oz. ; Mr.  Jennings, 
takes  of  261b.  2Joz.  and  181b.  joz.,  heaviest  roach, 
lib.  3joz.  ; Mr.  Rundell,  bream  and  roach ; Mr.  H. 
Clarke,  roach,  heaviest  lib.  9joz. ; Mr.  Brown,  jack, 
gross  weight,  131b.  7oz.,  and  roach  ; Mr.  West,  roach. 
Total  weight  from  Wednesday  to  Wednesday  last, 
1931b.  .3Joz.  At  a special  meeting  held  Mr.  Ward  was 
elected  chairman  and  Mr.  Taylor,  vice  ; Mr.  J.  Hoare 
hon  secretary  and  Mr.  Jennings  treasurer  for  the  next 
twelve  months. — J.  H. 

Brompton. — On  the  3rd  inst.  Messrs.  Norton,  Avis, 
Cecil,  and  Davis  weighed-in  bream,  roach,  tench,  and 
perch.  Members  will  please  remember  that  the  next 
outing  takes  place  on  the  10th  inst.  at  Tunbridge,  all  fish 
to  weigh,  two  rods  allowed.  The  train  leaves  Charing 
Cross  at  7 o’clock. — H.  R. 

Brunswick  Brothers. — On  the  3rd  inst.  the  follow- 
ing members  weighed-in  : J.  Watkins,  roach  and  perch  ; 
C-  Parmenter,  bream  and  roach  ; J.  Mearing,  bream  ; W. 
Short,  bream  and  roach  ; M.  Lees,  jun.,  roach  ; A. 
Thompson,  bream  and  roach.  A smoking  concert  will 
be  held  on  Tuesday  evening  next,  at  eight  o’clock  in 
honour  of  our  Chairman’s  departure  for  India  ; all  will 
be  welcome.  On  Sept.  17  we  fish  for  prizes  at  Chelms- 
ford ; roving  from  town  end  to  Boreham  Bridge,  one 
rod  only  ; all  go  by  first  train. — J.  Watkins. 

Buxton  Brothers. — The  following  members  had  a 
splendid  show  of  bream  and  roach  ; Mr.  G.  Day,  bream 
12Jlb.,  roach  21b.  9oz.  ; Mr.  C.  James,  bream  and  roach, 
12lb.  8ioz.  ; Mr.  Whitfield,  roach,  llb.lOoz.  We  expect 
to  see  larger  shows  than  the  above  very  soon. — J.  W. 
Berry. 

Camden. — On  the  3rd  inst.  we  had  a good  show  of 
fish  as  follows:  Mr.  Marshall,  jack  and  roach;  Mr. 
Lock  Miller,  jack  and  roach  : Mr.  Critcher,  roach  ; Mr. 
Sartain,  roach : Mr.  Langton,  roach  and  chub  ; Mr. 
Leslie,  dace.  Members  and  friends  are  reminded  that 
the  brake  will  start  at  7 a.m.  sharp. — E.  T.  White. 

Canning  Town. — On  the  3rd  inst.  Mr.  R.  Lashwood 
saved  ns  from  a blank  with  bream  and  roach.  Owing  to 
the  two  prizes  not  being  taken  on  Sept.  3,  they  will  be 
fished  for  Sept.  10  at  Chelmsford  : pegged  down.  All  go 
by  first  train,  7.50  a.m.,  Stratford  main  line.— Jones. 

Central  Association  of  Eondon  Angling  Clubs. 
— The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central  Asso- 
ciation was  held  at  its  headquarters,  the  Bedford  Hotel, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  W.C.,  on  Monday  last. 
Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf  (president)  occupied  the  chair. 
There  was  a good  attendance,  and  thirty-four  clubs  were 
represented.  After  the  usual  routine  business  had  been 
transacted,  reports  of  a very  favourable  character  were 
given  as  to  the  Association  fisheries  at  Pulborough  and 
Amberley,  from  which  many  of  the  members  have  re- 
cently had  excellent  takes.  Several  honorary  bailiffs 
were  appointed  to  look  after  these  waters  during  the 
month.  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  reported  that  the  Joint  Rivers 
Preservation  Committee  had  fixed  the  days  from  Sunday, 
Sept.  10,  to  Sunday,  Sept.  17,  for  the  collection,  which 
he  sincerely  hoped  would  prove  a good  one,  and 
strongly  urged  upon  secretaries  and  delegates  the 
necessity  of  supporting  such  a desirable  and  necessary 
aid  to  the  general  work  of  river  re-stocking  and  preser- 
vation. The  entire  sum  collected  is  to  be  divided  by  the 
joint  committee  of  both  associations  among  the  various 
river  preservation  societies,  without  deduction  of  any 
kind,  and  used  to  benefit  waters  open  to  all  to  fish.  He 
added  that,  although  those  dates  were  mentioned,  there 
was  no  reason  why  societies  who  could  not  meet  or 
make  a grant  then  should  not  do  so  the  first  oppor- 
tunity after,  but  the  committee  were  anxious  to  get  the 
funds  together  as  quickly  as  possible.  The  president 
and  others  endorsed  Mr.  Wade’s  appeal,  and  it  was 
heartily  received  by  the  delegates.  Mr.  T.  Crumplen 


then  introduced  Mr.  Edward  P.  Dove  (author  of  “ Public; 
Rights  in  Navigable  Rivers  ” and  hon.  counsel  to  the- 
assoeiation),  and  in  so  doing  gave  a narrative  of  the  case 
of  Donald  Flint,  who  had  been  sued  some  time  since  by 
Lord  Ashburton  and  Mr.  Nocton  for  fishing  in  the  Suffolk 
Stour,  near  Stratford  St.  Mary,  from  land  not  belonging 
to  either  of  the  plaintiffs,  and  where  permission  had  been 
given  him  to  fish.  Flint  being  insufficiently  advised, 
and  not  understanding  legal  matters,  failed  to  enter  an 
appearance,  although  Mr.  Justice  North  afterwards  gav& 
leave  to  defend,  and  more  than  once  allowed  time,  con- 
ditionally on  the  costs  incurred  by  the  plaintiffs  in  con- 
sequence of  the  original  default  being  paid.  These 
turned  out  eventually  to  amount  to  some  ^£50  in  all,  and 
with  that  sum  to  provide  before  any  defence  whatever 
could  be  attempted,  looking  at  the  small  amount 
collected,  Flint  was  wholly  unable  to  go  on  with  his 
case.  The  Anglers’  Association,  to  which  Flint  belonged, 
had  failed  to  aid,  and  when  the  case  eame  under  the 
notice  of  members  of  the  Central  the  default  in  appear- 
ing had  been  made.  Mr.  Crumplen  expressed  his 
opinion  that  it  was  a case  that  ought  to  have  been 
contested  on  its  merits,  in  the  interest  of  all  anglers, 
as  it  stood  on  an  entirely  different  footing  to  the 
recent  Norfolk  Broads  case,  a case  similar  to  which 
had  really  been  previously  tried.  As  a consequence  of 
their  not  contesting  it,  a perpetual  injunction  had  been 
granted  against  Flint,  and  a considerable  stretch  of  the 
Suffolk  Stour  was  no  longer  free  to  anglers.  It  had 
been  said  it  was  only  a landowners’  case,  and  the  land- 
owners  must  fight  their  o vn  battle,  but  he  might 
remind  them  that  there  was  a towpath  in  places  along 
the  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  public  had  been  allowed 
to  fish  there  freely  from  time  immemorial.  Everything 
possible  had  been  done,  he  believed,  in  Flint’s  case,  both 
by  Flint’s  solicitor,  and  also  by  Mr.  Dove,  their  hon. 
counsel,  and  if  Flint  had  only  been  a member  of  their 
association,  there  could  be  no  doubt,  whatever  the  ulti- 
mate result,  the  case  would  at  least  have  been  heard  out. 
As  it  was,  the  subscriptions  received  would  in  a few 
days  be  returned  in  full,  and,  personally,  he  felt  greatly 
indebted  to  Mr.  A.  T.  Cobbold  (of  Ipswich),  Dr.  Spurgin, 
Mr.  Pilgrim,  and  other  gentlemen  who  had  interested 
themselves  in  the  matter,  in  the  hope  that  by  a pro- 
perly argued  case  the  question  involved  would  have  been 
definitely  decided  one  way  or  the  other.  It  was  a most 
exceptional  case,  for  the  plaintiffs  claimed  the  entire 
river  from  bank  to  bank  between  Stratford  St.  Mary  and 
Boxford,  although  by  the  cautionary  notices  issued 
since  the  injunction  was  granted  they  have  apparently 
somewhat  modified  the  claim  originally  set  up.  As  it 
was,  nothing  had  been  absolutely  settled  beyond  an  in- 
junction against  Flint,  as  the  merits  of  the  case  could 
not  be  gone  into  for  want  of  the  requisite  funds  : but 
anglers  cannot  fish  there  freely  as  before,  but  would  be 
prosecuted.  The  real  remedy  now  was  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  this,  he  was  glad  to  say,  was  on  the  tapis,  for 
Mr.  Dove  had  kindly  drafted  a Bill  to  confirm  the  right  of 
the  public  to  fish  in  the  public  parts  of  the  public  rivers 
(wherever  a right  of  way  existed)  for  all  ordinary  coarse 
fish  (except  migratory  fish  of  the  salmon  species),  subject 
to  restrictions  as  to  fence  times  and  manner  of  fishing. 
Several  delegates  took  part  in  the  discussion  which 
followed,  and  were  unanimous  in  their  approval  of  the 
proposed  Bill,  which  will  no  doubt  shortly  make  its 
appearance  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Mr.  Wriggles- 
worth  suggested  that  the  funds  so  far  collected  for  the 
defence  of  Flint  might  be  applied  to  the  purposes  of 
promoting  the  Bill  in  question,  but  Mr.  Crumplen 
explained  that  this  would  be  impossible  unless  the 
donors  were  willing  that  it  should  be  done,  and  they  must 
be  consulted  first.  A very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  (moved 
by  the  President)  was  then  tendered  to  Mr.  Edward 
P.  Dove,  and  also  to  Mr.  A.  J.  Evans  (Flint’s  solicitor) , fo 
their  valued  and  untiring  services  in  connection  with 
the  case.  Mr.  Dove  in  responding  was  enthusiastically 
cheered,  and  expressed  the  pleasure  he  felt  at  being 
asked  to  join  them  as  their  hon.  counsel,  for  he  had 
taken  great  interest  in  many  fishery  cases,  and  well  knew 
how  greatly  some  measure  such  as  the  Bill  just  drafted 
was  needed  in  the  interest  of  the  people  at  large.  He 
hoped  all  anglers  would  give  it  their  hearty  support, 
and  if  they  did,  he  was  sure  it  would  have  many  friends 
on  both  sides  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  there  was 
no  reason  why  it  should  not  become  law.  'Whatever 
he  could  do  he  would  willingly  do  for  the  association, 
and  he  thanked  them  for  the  reception  they  had  given  him. 
Sundry  questions  were  asked  as  to  concessions  on  the 
Metropolitan  and  other  railways,  and  the  poisoning  of 
fish  at  East  Farleigh,  after  which  the  visiting  officer 
(Mr.  C.  Watling)  gave  in  his  report,  and  a hearty  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  President  brought  the  meeting  to  a 
close. 

City  of  London  and  Hising  Sun.— Only  two 
members  weighed-in  fish  on  the  3rd  inst  : — Mr.  Mac- 
donnell,  from  Amberley,  4lb.  8|oz.  roach  and  bream ; 
Mr.  Castell,  roach  and  chub  from  the  Mole.  Our  C.and 
D.  visit  was  a great  success ; we  had  a crowded  house 
and  plenty  of  harmony. — Cas. 

Clapham  Junction. — On  Sept.  3 the  members  of 
this  society  were  out,  but  only  two  returned  in  time  to 
weigh-in.  Messrs.  A.  Bowater,  21b.  lOoz.,  bream  and 
roach ; H.  J.  Remington,  21b.  5Joz.,  roach. — G.  T. 
Jameson. 

Clerken-well  and  District  United  Visiting  List. 

— A successful  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the  City  of 
London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling  Society  on  Monday  even- 
ing, Mr.  W.  Watling  in  the  chair,  the  following  eighteen 
clubs  being  well  represented,  viz.  ; Great  Northern 
Brothers,  Lincoln,  Crown  and  Buckland,  City  of  London 
and  Rising  Sun,  Seymour  Brothers,  Eustonians,  Funny 
Folks,  Bloomsbury  Brothers,  North  London,  Royal 
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George,  Anglers’  Pride,  Burton  Piscatorial,  Anchor  and 
Hope,  Mitre  Brothers,  Izaak  Walton,  Gresham,  Ber- 
mondsey Brothers,  and  Amicable  Brothers.  The  next 
visit  will  be  to  the  Seymour  Brothers,  hold  at  the 
Grafton  Arms,  Grafton-street,  Tottenham-court-road|; 
date  next  week. — P.  Castell. 

Clissold. — Members  of  above  were  out  in  force  on 
3rd  inst.,  but  sport  was  very  tame  ; only  two  of  our 
members  proved  successful,  namely,  Mr.  Anthony  and 
Mr.  Grudgeon,  with  roach  and  dace. — Lefevbe. 

Copeuh.ag'en. — On  the  3rd  inst.  Mr.  Talbot  had  a 
nice  show  of  roach.  On  Thursday  Mr.  Stephens  and 
Mr.  Pitt  had  a grand  show  of  jack  (Mr.  Stephens  one  of 
7Ib.  5fOz.),  and  Mr.  H.  Pitt  some  really  good  fish  ; total, 
401b.  A smoking  concert  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  21st 
inst. — B.  Pitt. 

Salston. — On  the  3rd  inst.  a few  of  my  members 
were  out,  but  sport  was  very  poor.  Messrs.  Webber, 
Parram,  Cogswell,  Ward,  Poore,  and  Pocoek,  had  a very 
fair  show  of  roach,  dace,  and  bream. — S.  Malby. 

Eagle. — Since  last  report  we  have  had  some  fine  takes 
of  fish,  notably  amongst  them  being  Mr.  T.  Collier,  who 
on  the  23rd  ult.  brought  in  751b.  of  very  fine  bream  (the 
heaviest  31b.  loz.) ; whilst  on  the  27th  he  had  711b. 
(largest  going  31b.  13oz.,  and  several  over  31b).  On 
Aug.  27  Mr.  C.  Ashmore  had  3Jlb.  roach,  and  on  the 
3rd  inst.  6Jlb.  very  good  bream.  Mr.  J.  Dwyer  showed 
a couple  of  trays  of  bream  totalling  351b.,  all  over  the 
average  size  ; and  on  the  3rd  inst.  Charley  Burnett  had  a 
splendid  roach  of  21b.  loz.  amongst  his  total  of  91b.  odd. 
The  roach  has  been  sent  to  Mr.  Cooper’s.  Hope  to 
have  it  on  view  with  some  of  our  specimens  very  shortly. 
Several  other  members  have  been  out  with  variable  re- 
sults.— Duncan  Shabland. 

Epsom. — Since  last  report  the  following  have  weighed- 
in : W.  Simmonds,  gudgeon ; T.  J.  Jacobs,  a roach, 
11b.  2Joz.  ; W.  Dix,  a barbel  21b.  ^oz. ; J.  WagstafPe, 
a barbel,  21b.  2|oz. ; W.  Holt,  roach  and  dace,  20Jlb.  ; 
E.  W.  Hailes,  bream,  11b.  14oz. ; Messrs.  Dix  and 
Wagstaffe,  roach,  dace,  and  barbel,  181b.  ; G.  Miles  and 
W.  Simmonds,  roach  and  bream,  81b.  Our  annual  excur- 
sion will  take  place  on  Thursday.  Sept.  14,  at  Pul- 
borough.  Our  member  J.  Jeffery,  fishing  the  Norfolk 
Broads,  with  two  friends,  from  Aug.  14  to  18,  took  2731b. 
bream  and  roach,  Geo.  H.  White,  also  fishing  the  Broads, 
captured  several  very  fine  perch,  some  of  them  going 
IJlb.— E.  W.  Hailes. 

Globe. — The  three  prizes  fished  for  on  Sept.  3 were 
taken,  but  with  small  shows  of  fish.  1st,  Mr.  Thomas, 
41b.  roach  and  bream;  2nd,  Mr.  Hoggett,  roach;  and 
3rd,  Mr.  Caborn,  roach  and  dace.  Messrs.  W.  Lawrence, 
Sumner,  Riggs,  and  Ballard  also  had  fish.  We  had  a 
good  muster  of  members  present  on  Monday  last 
(quarterly  night),  when  some  good  business  was  trans- 
acted.— A.  Payne. 

Golden  Barbel. — On  the  3rd  inst.  we  had  a fair 
show  offish  brought  up  by  some  of  our  members,  among 
whom  were  Mr.  Green,  roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  Cremmins, 
perch  and  chub  (one  perch  lib.  IJoz.)  ; Mr.  Bowering, 
roach  and  bream ; Mr.  Trowbridge,  roach  ; Mr.  Crow, 
roach,  barbel,  and  bream ; Mr.  Bryant,  roach, 
121b.  14.ioz. — John  Goatley. 

Good  Intent. — On  Aug.  27  the  members  fished  for 
the  prizes  given  by  Mr.  Green,  of  the  Pike  and  Anchor, 
Ponders  End.  Only  three  prizes  were  taken.  Mr. 
Scholefield,  first ; Mr.  Murphy,  second  ; Mr.  Haines, 
third.  On  Sept.  5 there  was  a good  attendance  of 
members,  who  decided  to  fish  at  Burnt  Mill  on  Sept.  17 
for  a good  list  of  prizes.  All  start  by  eight  o’clock 
train  from  Liverpool-street. — E.  Mubphy. 

Great  Northern  Brothers. — On  the  3rd  inst.  some 
good  roach  were  shown  from  Amberley,  from  the  Central 
Water,  C.  Watling,  81b.,  several  over  11b.  (heaviest 
11b.  5oz.) ; J.  A.  Fitch,  roach.  From  other  waters.  J.  K. 
Fitch,  31b.  4oz. ; J.  Cartwright,  Gib.  14oz.  Messrs. 
Scott,  R.  Hughes,  and  G.  Francis  also  had  fish.  Our 
summer  competition  (for  eight  prizes)  will  take  place  at 
Amberley  on  the  10th  inst.,  when  we  hope  to  have  a 
good  show  of  fish.  On  Monday,  Sept.  11,  we  pay  a com- 
plimentary visit  to  Mr.  T.  Fiddes,  Cooper’s  Arms, 
Tanner-street,  Bermondsey,  who  was  for  many  years 
host  of  the  Angler’s  Pride,  when  we  hope  to  be  favoured 
with  the  company  of  our  brother  anglers. — J.  S.  Pitch. 

Great  Yarmontb  Pisoatorials.— The  sixth  match 
for  the  season  was  fished  on  the  31st.  inst  at  Pilby 
Broad.  Twenty  members  fished  for  four  prizes  offered. 
The  weather  was  extremely  bad  for  angling,  only  169 
sizeable  fish  being  taken,  weighing  841b.  lloz.  The 
prize  winners  were  : 1st,  Mr.  L.  P.  Garrett,  1.51b.  4oz.  ; 
2nd,  Mr.  R.  Taylor,  151b. ; 3rd,  Mr.  A.  E.  Bond, 81b.  2oz.  ; 
4th,  Mr.  Scarborough,  81b.  Mr.  L.  P.  Garrett  captured 
a 121b.  pike  on  a gut  line  and  No.  6 hook.  Mr.  L.  P. 
Garrett  also  acted  as  umpire,  assisted  by  Mr.  W. 
Garrett.  The  next  match  will  take  place  at  the  Eels 
Foot,  Ormesby  (Mr.  Munsey’s)  on  the  21st  inst.,  when 
Messrs.  L.  Garrett,  Scarborough,  A.  Beech,  G.  W. 
Beech,  and  W.  E.  Sacret  will  compete  in  the  final  for  the 
Fonlsham  Challenge  Cup. — Wm.  Kibby. 

Great  Yarmouth  'Workingf  Men’s  Club  (No.  2). 
— This  club  held  its  annual  outing  on  the  3rd  inst.,  at 
Ormesby  Broad.  The  following  weighed-in.,  and  re- 
ceived prizes,  two  in  boat,  one  boat  one  prize  ; Messrs. 
A.  Taylor  and  Greenfield,  1st,  club  prize ; Messrs. 
Dodson  and  G.  Taylor,  2nd ; Messrs.  Starling  and 
Towell,  3rd  ; Messrs.  Bullimore  and  Hannant,  4th, 
club  prize;  Messrs.  Downing  and  Sharman,  5th, 
club  prize ; Messrs.  Bunn  and  Bloomfield,  Gtb.  Mr.  C. 
Bullimore  officiated  as  umpire,  and,  for  the  first  season 
of  the  club,  it  was  a decided  success.  Fish  were  on  the 
feed,  and  all  weighed-in  good  weights. — W.  Bunn. 


Gresham. — Our  usual  weekly  meeting  took  place  on 
Tuesday,  with  Mr.  T.  W.  White  in  the  chair.  One 
new  member  was  elected  and  another  proposed.  The 
following  fishing  reports  were  handed  in  : Mr.  Hesse, 
141b.  roach  from  the  Cam,  averaging  9oz.  ; Mr.  H.  Evans 
five  dozen  roach  and  dace,  one  barbel  and  three  gudgeon  ; 
Dr.  Patterson,  from  Barton  Broad,  a quantity  of  bream 
and  rudd,  the  former  running  up  to  3ilb.,  and  the  latter 
to  Hlb  ; Mr.  Gilbert,  thirty  roach  of  moderate  size  from 
the  Society’s  new  water  at  Mitcham,  and  he  reported 
that  there  were  some  good  fish  there.  On  Saturday  (to- 
day) there  will  be  a casting  tournament  at  Kelvedon,  for 
three  prizes.  One  for  bait  casting  in  the  Thames  style, 
and  one  for  the  Nottingham  style,  rods  not  to  exceed 
fourteen  feet ; also  a prize  for  fly-casting,  rods  not  to 
exceed  twelve  feet.  It  will  take  place  at  the  Society’s 
water,  on  the  arrival  of  the  train  which  leaves  Liver- 
pool-street  at  three  minutes  past  two.  The  arrange- 
ments for  the  exhibition  on  the  19th,  20th,  and  21st  are 
being  pushed  forward,  and  we  shall  be  glad  to  receive 
loans  of  exhibits  from  members  and  friends  who  have 
not  yet  sent  in  replies. — James  Tayleb. 

Havelock. — On  Sept.  3 only  two  of  our  members 
were  out,  Mr.  T.  Thompson,  sen.,  and  Mr.  A.  Young, 
Mr.  Thompson  having  nearly  211b,  of  roach,  dace,  and 
perch  (largest  roach  11b.  3oz.);  Mr.  Young  had  some 
good  tench,  bream,  and  roach. — W.  Young. 

Hearts  of  Oak. — On  the  3rd  inst.  we  had  a grand 
show  of  fish.  Mr.  A.  Fish  nearly  401b. ; Mr.  Holmes, 
a good  show  ; G.  W.  Green,  a good  specimen  roach,  with 
others  ; Russell,  roach  ; Wells,  roach  ; Rider,  perch  ; 
A.  Bagshaw,  roach;  John  Davis,  roach;  L.  Walford, 
bream  ; M.  A.  Fish  becomes  the  winner  of  Mr.  Durell’s 
prize  for  the  3rd  inst. — W.  Fenneb. 

Hoxton  Brothers.— On  the  3rd  inst.  F.  Newton 
weighed-in  2111b.  of  roach  ; A.  Hattemore  a few  good 
roach,  from  the  Lee  ; and  F.  Orrow  roach  and  dace. 
On  Sept.  17  the  members  will  fish  for  special  prizes  at 
Ware,  from  Engine  House  to  the  Tumbling  Bay.  Leave 
London  by  first  train. — R.  Ghubney. 

Independent  Brothers. — On  the  3rd  inst.  the 
following  weighed-in  : Messrs.  Pope,  roach  and  chub, 
and  Fitzgerald,  bream.  Our  concert  will  take  place  on 
Sept.  12  instead  of  Monday,  Sept.  11.  The  delegates’ 
report  from  Central  Association  was  received.  I hope 
to  see  a good  muster  next  week. — G.  Bigsby. 

Islington  Brothers. —The  following  weighed-in  on 
the  3rd  inst.  : Messrs.  Carpenter,  Helder,  Croker,  and 
Bell,  roach  ; Mr.  Gay,  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon.  On 
Tuesday  (Mr.  E.  Challis  in  the  chair)  there  was  a poor 
attendance.  I wish  members  would  kindly  attend  more 
regularly.  Tickets  for  the  Skegness  tund  must  be 
accounted  for  at  once,  whether  sold  or  unsold. — J.  H. 
Hebbebt. 

Izaak  'Walton. — Mr.  T.  W.  Garrard  was  amongst 
the  bream  on  the  3rd  inst.  Mr.  F.  Heldt  weighed-in 
a nice  jack  ; Mr.  C.  Hayward  had  some  fine  roach,  and 
Mr.  A.  Furlong,  roach  and  dace.  Business  of  importance 
will  be  placed  before  the  members  on  Wednesday  next, 
so  all  who  can  possibly  attend  will  please  do  so. — H.  B. 

Jolly  Anglers. — The  third  match  of  the  season  was 
fished  on  Monday  last,  at  Pope’s  Corner,  near  Ely.  Fifty- 
five  members  were  pegged-down  at  10.45,  but,  owing  to 
the  masses  of  weeds  floating  down  the  river,  the  takes 
were  small.  The  winners  were  Messrs.  H.  Mills,  W. 
Thurston,  W.  Hines.  N.  Goodman,  J.  Hills,  H.  Jarman, 
W.  L.  Clarke,  W.  Gates,  jun.,  R.  Cooper,  G.  Germany, 
D.  Cox,  A.  Parsons,  G.  Barton,  J.  Clarke,  J.  S.  Strange, 
A.  Pleasance.  T.  J.  Newman,  C.  Scott,  M.  Pleasance,  S. 
Fulcher,  W.  Thurston,  W.  Gates,  S.  Fulcher,  and  A. 
Parsons.  The  last  match  sf  the  season  will  take  place  at 
Earith  Bridge  on  Sept.  18. — W.  J.  Covebwell. 

Jolly  Anglers. — The  president  (Mr.  Flint)  weighed- 
in  a tray  of  dace,  caught  at  Richmond,  and  weighing 
31b.  15oz.  Two  new  members  were  made.  Mr.  G. 
Haselton  presented  to  the  club  for  competition  five  sets 
of  spinning  flights.  Two  members  were  out  on  the  3rd 
inst.,  but  were  not  very  successful  with  fish,  one  having 
later  on  to  console  himself  with  partridges.— H.  J. 
Ealand. 

Junior  Ply  fishers.— Mr.  E.  J.  Clegg  in  the  chair. 
Since  our  last  report  the  following  catches  have  been 
reported:  Mr.  Hoyle,  ten  trout;  Mr.  Hall  about  151b. 
roach  and  dace,  largest  fib.  ; Mr.  Close  about  81b.  roach 
and  dace.  Next  outing  will  take  place  at  Witham, 
Essex.  Hotel,  Angel,  Witham.  Secretary  will  meet 
train  on  Sunday  morning.  Many  members  will  go  on 
Saturday  to  Kelvedon,  returning  in  the  evening  to 
Witham. — Hon.  Sec. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society.  — The  following 
gentlemen  brought  home  fish  during  the  week  : Mr. 
J.  K.  Orsman,  141b.  roach,  from  the  Trent ; Mr.  A.  J. 
Slatter,  91b.  roach,  from  the  Surrey  Commercial  Dock. 
The  next  prize  competition  will  take  place  on  the 
17th  inst. — W.  W.  C. 

Iiincoln. — On  the  3rd  inst.  the  following  weighed-in  : 
Mr.  Holmes,  tench  and  bream  (one  fish  lib.  8oz.,  one 
bream  21b.  12oz.)  ; and  Mr.  Irish,  roach.  Messrs. 
Winters  and  Rowe  were  elected  working  members.  A 
benefit  concert  takes  place  Sept.  25  for  the  benefit  of 
W.  Webster,  member  of  the  above  society.  I hope 
to  receive  the  support  of  as  many  London  clubs  as 
possible,  as  he  has  been  the  first  to  support  any  matter 
that  has  come  under  our  notice. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool.— Our  outing  to  a Cheshire  mere  on  the 
31st  ult.  was  a disappointment  for  though  a large 
number  of  roach  were  taken  the  majority  were  just 
under  our  limit.  The  first  prize  was  not  won  owing  to 
limit  of  weight  not  being  re  iched.  Mr.  Place  won  the 
second  prize  and  Mr.  Holloway  the  third.  The  rivers 


Vyrnwy  and  Tanat  are  reported  to  be  in  a frightfully 
filthy  condition  and  totally  unfishable,  either  with  fly  or 
bait,  the  canal  fishing  being  much  superior.  This  is  bad 
news  as  we  have  fixed  a day’s  fishing  in  the  Severn  and 
Vyrnwy  for  the  14th. — R.  Woolfall. 

Marylebone. — A few  of  our  members  were  out  on 
the  3rd  inst.,  and  met  with  fair  success.  Messrs. 
Winsley  and  Wilder  had  some  good  tench  ; Melbourne, 
Butler,  and  Walker,  rudd. — P.  Melboubne. 

Midland.  -The  members  of  our  society  journeyed 
down  to  Rye  House  on  the  3rd  inst.  for  their  first  outing, 
dinner,  and  prizes.  An  excellent  dinner  and  tea  were 
provided  by  Mr.  Wells,  of  the  cottage  at  Ratty’s  Weir. 
The  outing  was  a most  enjoyable  one.  Sport  was  very 
poor,  only  one  prize  being  taken  by  Mr.  T.  Hull.  We 
hope  to  be  more  successful  next  time. — F.  King. 

Mildmay. — Several  members  were  out  on  the  3rd 
inst.,  but  no  fish  were  taken.  Messrs.  Feaker  and  Fay 
were  out  in  the  week  fishing  in  private  water,  and  had 
some  good  sport  with  jack,  perch,  and  roach.  Mr.  Fay 
took  a jack  over  101b.  which  has  been  sent  for  preserva- 
tion.— Jno.  Combeb. 

Mitre  Brothers.— A committee  meeting  was  held  at 
the  above  on  the  7th  inst.,  and  a lot  of  business  was 
transacted.  The  following  committee  men  attended, 
viz.,  Messrs.  Timmins,  Rich,  Paine,  James,  Irish, 
Goodings,  and  the  chairman,  Mr.  Selman. — A.  Toplis. 

New  Albion  Piscatorial. — There  was  a fine  show 
of  fish  for  the  competition  held  on  Thursday.  Result : 
1st,  Mr.  R.  Shinfeld,  bream,  321b.  9oz. ; 2nd,  Mr. 
Newbury,  171b.  8|oz.  barbel,  roach,  and  chub  ; 3rd,  Mr. 
Grimmett,  barbel,  chub,  and  roach,  141b.  1.5oz.  Mr. 
Newbury  also  scaled  a Thames  trout  of  .51b.  2joz., 
which  will  win  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon’s  three  guinea  cup. 
Mr.  J.  Read  weighed-in  141b.  9jOZ.  roach  and  bream, 
and  Mr.  Mndd  had  81b.  12Joz.  of  dace  and  bream. 
Total  weight,  1011b.  12oz.  There  is  a sea  fishing  outing 
on  Thursday  week  to  Leigh. — A.  E.  Baldwin. 

North-east  Brothers. — Our  members  were  out  on 
the  3rd  inst.  for  prizes.  The  following  were  the  prize 
winners  : G.  Day  cock,  1st,  roach  lib.  Goz.,  dace  S^z.  ; 
C.  Drawbridge,  2nd,  roach  lib.  lloz.  ; W.  Moore,  dace 
5jOz.,  perch  3^oz. ; G.  Millwood,  roach,  8Joz. ; G. 
Hubbard,  one  jack,  31b.  8joz.  ; C.  Lamb,  jun.,  jack, 
21b.  lloz. ; H.  Hart,  roach,  11b.  ^oz.  Special  meeting 
Wednesday,  Oct.  20.  Next  outing  Oct.  1,  for  prizes. — 
A.  Lewis. 

Oak. — On  Aug.  27,  we  had  a splendid  show  of  fish 
caught  by  the  following  members : Messrs.  Bond,  A. 
Hearn,  J.  Payne,  and  J.  Wright  some  fine  roach  ; J.  W. 
Payne,  roach  and  dace  ; J.  Salnow,  perch.  On  Sept.  3 
a number  of  our  members  were  out,  but  sport  was  very 
bad.  Mr.  J.  W.  Payne  saved  ns  from  a blank  with 
some  nice  roach.  I hope  members  will  not  forget  the 
match  on  the  Forty  Guinea  water.  Draw  for  swims  at 
waterside. — J.  H.  Holden. 

Odds  and  Evens.— On  the  3rd  inst.  Mr.  Engrave, 
sen.,  weighed-in  a nice  show  of  roach.  On  Aug.  26 
Messrs.  Sutton  and  Wood  weighed-in  jack,  bream,  and 
roach.  On  the  10th  inst.  we  fish  for  five  prizes  in  the 
Lea  between  Rye  House  and  St.  Margaret’s  Bridges  ; 
leave  Liverpool-street  by  eight  o’clock  train.  — J. 
Cuthbebt. 

Feckham  Brothers. — We  fish  for  two  series  of 
prizes  in  each  month  under  certain  conditions,  the  first 
match  to  take  place  at  Byfleet  on  Sept.  17.  Next  Wed- 
nesday will  be  quarterly  night.  I hope  members  will 
show  up.  I have  forwarded  5s.  to  the  Skegness  relief 
fund.  Next  Monday  a visit  at  the  Blackfriars  takes 
place. — W.  E.  Gabdham. 

Phoenix. — On  the  3rd  inst.  three  prizes  were  angled 
for  at  Amberley.  Messrs.  Jessop,  first,  with  101b.  of 
roach  and  bream ; Mr.  A Mares,  2nd,  with  71b.  of 
roach  ; Mr.  C.  Dove,  3rd,  with  61b.  of  roach  ; Messrs. 
J.  Carr,  R.  Carr,  F.  Dove,  Carter,  Boufller,  Little, 
C.  Beyer,  C.  Chapman,  and  Heelas  having  a nice  show 
of  fish,  several  roach  going  over  11b.  each.  On 
Tuesday,  the  5th  inst.,  Mr.  Harry  Morgan  sent  up 
from  Blunham  a nice  show  of  dace.  One  new  member 
was  made,  two  more  proposed,  and  several  prizes  for 
next  month  given.  Will  members  attend  next  Tuesday 
evening,  to  decide  where  they  are  to  be  angled  for,  and 
other  important  business? — W.  Elboubn. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials. — On  the  3rd  inst.  M. 
Scott  weighed-in  some  nice  dace  and  roach  from  Marlow. 
Members  will  please  not  forget  the  match  at  Cowley,  on 
the  10th  inst.  Two  rods;  live  bait  allowed;  commence 
fishing  at  ten,  cease  at  seven. — J.  W.  Habbis. 

Prince  of  'Wales. — The  following  weighed-in  on  the 
3rd  inst. : Wheeler  and  Porter,  bream  ; Whitford,  dace 
and  roach  ; Short,  carp  ; Gowing,  roach  ; and  Brett  and 
Crowley,  dace,  roach,  and  bream. — W.  B. 

Queen’s. — At  our  outing  to  Harefield  on  the  3rd  all 
the  prizes  were  taken  : 1st,  Mr.  Pratt  ; 2nd,  Mr.  Lowe  ; 
3rd,  Messenger,  jun.  ; 4th,  Mr.  Morgan,  5th,  Mr.  G. 
Drake,  and  first  prize  for  largest  roach  ; 6th,  Mr.  Gates, 
and  second  prize  for  largest  roach.  A most  enjoyable 
day  was  spent.  Next  Thursday  will  be  quarterly  night. 
— C.  H.  Dbake. 

B>oyal  Oak. — Since  last  report  we  have  had  some 
fair  shows  of  fish.  On  Aug.  27  the  following  members 
weighed-in  : Mr.  E.  Perry,  roach  and  perch  (heaviest 
roach,  lib.  7iOz.) ; Mr.  Stanley,  roach;  and  Mr.  Day, 
roach.  On  Sept.  3 the  winners  of  prizes  in  our  compe- 
tition at  Roydon  were ; R.  Morris,  1st,  15s.  ; J.  Yeo, 
2nd,  12s.  ; Mr.  Day,  3rd,  9s.  Several  other  members 
had’  roach,  amongst  them  being  Messrs.  E.  Perrv, 
W.  Sallnow,  Jones,  Stanley,  and  W.  Smith.  — A. 
Babclay. 
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Second  Surrey.— Messrs.  J.  T.  and  J.  Wright  had  a 
good  show  of  bream,  barbel,  roach,  dace,  and  perch  from 
the  Thames  last  week  ; and  Mr.  Wink,  bream,  from  the 
Arun,  on  the  3rd.  Tuesday  nest  will  be  quarterly  night, 
when  a special  meeting  will  be  held  to  arrange  condi- 
tions for  an  outing.  I hope  to  see  all  members. — 
J.  Weight. 

Serapis. — The  following  members  weighed-in  fish 
during  the  past  week  : Mr.  J.  Guyver,  tench,  101b,  4oz.; 
Mr.  J.  Edwards,  roach,  51b,  lljoz.  ; Mr.  Tilbury,  roach. 
21b. ; W.  Penny,  lib.  lOloz.  ; Mr.  J.  Hidder,  dace,  rudd, 
roach,  and  perch,  111b.  Our  outing  this  week  will  take 
plac?  at  Huntingdon.  I shall  be  pleased  to  see  a good 
muster  on  Thursday,  Sept.  14,  at  the  club  house,  being 
our  first  visit  on  No.  2 visiting  list.  Fellow  anglers 
will  please  give  us  a bumper.  All  will  be  made  welcome. 
— J.  Laming. 

Seymour  Brothers.— The  following  members  had 
fish  on  the  3rd  inst : Mr.  Petrie,  roach,  51b.  8oz.  ; 
Holmes,  bream ; and  Weber,  roach,  41b.  14jOz.  The 
brake  outing  takes  place  on  the  10th  inst. 

Sociable  Brothers. — On  the  3rd  inst.  the  following 
weighed-in  : Mr.  Harris,  a jack  of  71b.  4oz.  ; Mr. 
Hooper,  a nice  show  of  bream  and  roach  ; J.  Rosamond, 
a bream  of  31b.  9Joz.  on  tight  line  ; Mr.  Barfoot,  Mr. 
Shead,  and  Mr.  Norris  each  a nice  lot  of  bream. — T. 
Satce. 

South  lioudon  United  Visiting' List. — A visit  of 
the  societies  on  this  list  will  be  paid  to  the  Blackfriars, 
Winchester  Arms,  Southwark-street,  on  Monday,  the 
11th.  As  this  is  one  of  the  best  visiting  societies  on  the 
list,  I trust  they  will  be  well  supported,  for  they  cer- 
tainly deserve  a good  visit. — A.  Conn. 

Stepney. — The  following  members  weighed-in  on  the 
3rd  inst.  : Mr.  Jolly,  bream  ; Mr.  Morrish,  bream  ; Mr. 
Willsher,  roach,  perch,  and  dace.  Members  please  note 
we  have  three  more  prizes  added  to  the  list, — G. 
Maeeows. 

Sundial. — Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  the 
3rd,  and  had  fair  shows  of  fish.  On  Sept.  10  there  will 
be  a roving  match  for  club  prizes  ; go  where  you  please  ; 
punt  or  bank : all  fish  to  weigh.  Start  fishing  on  the 
morning  of  match. — H.  Reaves. 

United  Brothers. — Several  members  of  the  above 
were  out  on  the  3rd  inst.,  Mr.  J.  Oakley  being  the  only 
member  to  weigh-in.  We  fish  a pegged-down  match  at 
Amberley,  on  Sept.  10,  for  several  money  prizes. — H. 
T fLEE. 

Waggoners. — On  the  3rd  inst.  the  following  weighed- 
in  ; Mr.  Clegg,  roach;  Mr.  Ilsley,  bream,  one  fish 
41b.  4oz. ; Mr.  Betts,  jack  and  bream ; Mr.  L>awson,  roach 
and  dace.  We  had  a fair  meeting  on  the  5th ; Mr. 
Phillips  in  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Howson.  The  pre- 
vious week’s  minutes  were  read  and  confirmed.  After 
our  financial  business  was  disposed  of,  the  rest  of  the 
evening  was  spent  in  harmony. — H.  C. 

Waltham  Brothers. — Our  members  were  out  during 
the  week.  Results:  C.  Saville,  21b.  7oz.,  roach;  J. 
Lapwood,  R.  Simmons,  F.  Chapman,  F.  Turpin,  also 
roach  (small  takes).  Mr.  Sherman,  fishing  with  snap 
tackle  and  live  roach,  landed  a chub  of  4Jlb.,  and  in 
the  same  swim  Mr.  E.  Findlay  had  two  jack,  of  91b.  and 
71b.  respectively.  On  the  10th  inst.  we  fish  a peg-down 
match  at  Ware.  Annual  outing  by  road. — A.  G.  Beach. 

Waltouians. — On  Aug.  30  Mr.  Marriott  had  a fine 
tench  from  Langley  Canal,  weighing  21b.  4Joz.  On 
Sept.  3 our  members  had  a day’s  outing  to  Henley  to 
fish  for  lapsed  prizes  from  last  season,  when  all  the 
prizes  were  taken.  Blr.  Grimaldi,  first  prize  (one 
guinea),  with  61b.  of  roach  ; Waltham,  second,  41b.  14oz. ; 
Mr.  Good,  third,  31b.  9oz.  ; H.  Putnam,  fourth,  31b.  8oz.  ; 
Mr.  Haywood,  fifth,  21b.  1.5oz.  ; Marriott,  sixth,  21b. 
lOoz.  ; Mr.  A.  Putnam,  seventh,  11b.  fijoz.  Messrs. 
Roland,  J.  Dodge,  W.  Dodge.  Packman,  Sexton,  and 
Dunning  also  weighed-in. — J.  Packman. 

Wal'worth  Waltouians. — For  the  competition  on 
Wednesday  next.  Sept.  13  (grand  outing),  it  was  pro- 
posed and  carried  that  we  fish  at  Amberley,  Sussex,  peg- 
d )wn  match,  all  to  meet  at  London  Bridge  station  in 
time  to  catch  the  C.45  train  out.  Messrs.  Piolaine  and 
nibble  were  elected  delegates  to  go  down  over  night  and 
peg-out  the  swims,  &c.  There  are  five  prizes  as  follows  ; 
1st,  cash,  ,£2  2s.  : 2nd,  cash,  4)1  Is.  ; 3rd,  value  .£1  Is.  ; 
4th,  value  12s.  fid.  ; 5th,  value  5s. — C.  Hibble. 

Wellington. — Over  a dozen  of  our  members  were  at 
Amberley  on  the  3rd  to  fish  the  September  competition, 
but  only  two  (Messrs.  Jenkins  and  Boyd)  were  suc- 
cessful in  taking  prizes,  the  remainder  of  which  will  be 
competed  for  on  the  10th  in  the  Long  Water,  Home 
Park,  Hampton  Court. — C.  Wyer. 

Wenlock. — On  the  3rd  inst.  we  had  a match  at 
Hai'low  for  three  half-guinea  prizes;  Mr.  Edwards 
taking  first  prize  v/ith  roach  -,  Mr.  Backhouse,  second, 
roach  ; Mr.  Sullivan,  third,  roach  ; Mr.  Blyth,  roach. 
Our  next  outing  will  take  place  at  Witham.  Notice  of 
date  will  be  given. — W.  M. 

West  Ham  Brothers. — Since  last  report  the  follow- 
iug  have  weighed-in : Mr.  O.  Lloyd,  71b.  7oz.  of  roach  ; 
Mr.  R.  Lowther,  Gib.  IJoz.  of  roach  ; Mr.  W.  Kidd, 
-51b.  9|oz.  of  roach  ; Mr.  F.  Homer,  31b.  15Joz.  of  bream 
and  roach  ; Mr.  G.  Hobbs,  21b.  Gioz.  of  roach  ; Mr.  C. 
Roberts,  21b.  5|oz.  of  roach  ; Mr.  Willmott,  also  roach. 
Wednesday'  next.  Sept.  13,  will  be  quarterly  night ; 
commence  as  8 sharp ; election  of  auditors,  Ac. — 
R.  Lowther. 

Westminster. — On  the  3rd  inst.  the  members  com- 
peted for  six  prizes  and  Mr.  Martin’s  silver  challenge 
cup  at  Windsor.  1st.  Mr.  E.  Roser,  the  winner  of  the 
gold  pin  and  sweepstakes,  and  the  first  point  in  Mr. 


Martin’s  silver  challenge  cup,  with  a nice  show  of  roach 
and  dace.  2nd,  Mr.  F.  Mandry,  the  winner  of  10s.  Gd., 
and  also  2nd  in  the  sweepstakes,  with  roach  and  dace. 
3rd,  Mr.  Pope,  the  winner  of  the  jack  rod  and  fifty 
cigars,  with  roach  and  dace.  The  following  member.s 
also  had  fish  : Messrs.  Wheller,  Bean,  Eccaruis,  Barthell, 
Bailey,  and  Atchison.  Gentlemen  wishing  to  join  us 
should  apply  to  Mr.  Naylor,  Windsor  Castle,  Francis- 
street,  Westminster. — E.  R. 


VARIOUS  RECIPES. 

Dyes  fob  Staining  Hackles  for  the  Legs  of 
Dun  Flies. — Pale  Yellow  Dun. — Having  washed 
your  feathers  in  a warm  solution  of  soap  and  soda,  to 
get  the  grease  out,  steep  them  in  a hot  mordaunt  of 
alum  and  water  until  they  are  thoroughly  saturated ; 
then  put  them  into  a dye  of  sumach,  rather  strong,  and 
a very  little  bit  of  copperas,  about  the  size  of  a pea, 
should  be  put  into  the  dye.  After  the  feathers  are 
dyed  in  the  sumach,  you  can  put  them  into  another 
vessel  with  the  bit  of  copperas.  You  should  always  try 
one  or  two  feathers  first. 

Pale  Smoky  Dun. — Having  prepared  your  feathers 
as  in  the  last,  dye  them  very  liyMly  with  sumach,  using 
a very  little  bit  of  copperas. 

Dark  Smoky  Dun. — Having  prepared  your  feathers 
as  before,  put  them  into  a strong  dye  of  sumach  and 
copperas. 

Smoky  Dun. — Dye  very  lightly  with  sumach,  with  a 
very  little  bit  of  copperas,  and  one  pinch  of  logwood. 
Note  ; About  a pint  of  water  is  the  most  convenient 
quantity,  and  this  you  can  put  into  a small  earthern 
pipkin.  A slow  fire  is  best,  as  a fire  too  fierce  is  apt  to 
break  the  pipkin  and  boil  the  feathers,  which  injures 
them.  Generally  speaking,  hand-warm  is  sufficient.  By 
varying  the  quantity  of  sumach  and  copperas,  as  well 
the  time  of  leaving  the  feathers  in  the  dye-pot,  you  can 
get  the  most  delicate  shades,  as  well  as  the  strongest, 
and  be  quite  independent  of  the  blue  hackles  from  the 
Welch  fowls. 


SONG  OF  AN  ANGLER. 

Through  the  long  days  of  summer, 

I,  with  my  rod  and  fly. 

With  light  heart  thresh  and  follow 
The  broad  stream  flowing  by  ; 

On  through  the  scented  meadows. 

On  either  side  stretched  wide, 

Where  thick  the  sweet  wild  flowers 
Grow  to  the  water’s  side. 

Give  me  a summer  shower — 

An  ever-changing  sky — 

Deep  shadows  drawing  downward 
To  where  the  shallows  lie  ; 

As  by  the  gleaming  water 
I pace  with  footstep  slow. 

With  keen  eye  ever  ready. 

And  firm  hand  swift  to  throw. 

Faint  murmurs  that  come  floating 
Down  from  the  woods  above 
Bring  sweet  food  for  my  fancy 
That  here  delights  to  rove. 

Awhile  the  reeds’  low  music, 

Or  rushes’  whisper,  seems 
To  charm  away  my  spirit 
Into  a land  of  dreams. 

Anon  a flash  of  silver — 

A plunge  amid  the  stream — 

A ring  of  widening  citcles — 

Will  swift  dispel  the  dream  ; 

A brief,  but  fruitless  struggle. 

Some  moments’  wild  suspense. 

And  then  the  prize  is  captured — 

Ah  ! what  delight  intense.  Whynne. 


A buried  city  has  just  been  discovered  in  Guatemala 
upon  the  est.ate  of  Don  Manuel  J.  Alvarado,  at  the  foot 
of  Volcan  de  Agua.  On  several  occasions  the  proprietor 
had  noticed  articles  having  a strong  resemblance  to  the 
domestic  utensils  of  the  North  American  Indians  at  the 
period  of  the  discovery  of  the  New  World.  He  finally 
decided  on  an  excavation,  and  at  a depth  of  from  two  to 
five  meters  unearthed  a number  of  interesting  articles, 
siu-h  as  domestic  utensils.  Faience  vessels,  engraved  and 
brightly  painted  glasses,  vases  and  kitchen  pots,  all  in  good 
preservation.  Also  onyx  axes,  hammers,  swords,  knives, 
and  lance  heads  ; in  fact,  the  whole  series  of  weapons  in 
use  in  pre-Columbian  times  was  fully  represented. 
Along  with  these  were  a great  number  of  painted  clay 
idols,  fine  pearls,  turquoises,  and  other  precious  stones. 
Among  the  latter  was  one  of  a magnificent  green  colour, 
called  by  the  natives  chaichivitl,and  worn  only  by  princes. 
One  of  the  glasses  was  ornamented  with  symbols  and 
hieroglyphic  inscriptions  in  brilliant  colours.  The 
statues,  carved  in  black  basalt,  displayed  great  artistic 
skill,  and  are  the  most  remarkable  from  the  fact  that 
their  sculptors  had  only  stone  implements.  So  far,  at 
least,  no  trace  of  metal  of  any  kind  has  been  found  in 
the  excavation,  so  it  is  probable  that  the  buried  city 
pertained  to  the  stone  age.  At  a depth  of  only  ope  and 
a half  meters  the  workmen  came  on  the  walls  of  the 
houses  of  the  buried  city.  At  the  level  of  the  floor  of 
these  they  discovered  a confused  mass  of  human 
skeletons — some  in  sitting  postures,  some  lying  on  their 
backs,  some  on  their  faces  ; some  of  the  skeletons  show- 
ing the  inhabitants  to  have  been  giants.  The  positions 
6f  the  skeletons,  and  in  fact  the  whole  condition  of  the 
ruins,  point  to  the  conclusion  that  the  city  was  suddenly 
swallow'ed  by  an  earthquake. 


THE  LAST  BEAVER. 

Early  in  the  “fifties”  1 was  engaged  in  the  peninsula 
of  Northern  Michigan,  and  necessarily  had  to  run  a 
sawmill  for  making  material  for  buildings.  There  was 
a pretty  lake,  one  of  a galaxy  of  them,  from  which 
flowed  a stream  that  ran  the  mill.  The  foot  of  the  lake 
was  closed  by  a beaver  dam,  and  a supply  of  water  was 
thus  kept  up  for  a dry  time,  when  the  deficiency  was 
made  up  by  cutting  into  the  beaver  dam  to  let  the  water 
down  the  stream.  There  was  a large  number  of  beavers 
in  these  lakes,  each  of  which  had  two  or  more  beaver 
houses  and  a dam  at  the  foot.  Most  of  the  beavers  had 
been  captured  by  the  trappers,  and  I made  an  effort  to 
save  this  remnant  by  forbidding  the  taking  of  any  more 
on  my  land.  But  I soon  found  that  a sawmill  and 
beavers  were  not  compatible.  No  sooner  had  we  cut 
into  the  dam,  and  returned  to  the  mill  a mile  away, 
when  the  expected  water  began  to  dribble  and  finally 
stopped.  “ What  is  the  matter  with  the  water?”  said 
the  foreman.  A man  was  sent  to  examine,  and  found 
the  beavers  had  mended  the  break  and  stopped  the 
water.  The  break  was  opened  again,  but  no  water 
followed  the  man  on  his  way  back.  The  man  was  talked 
to  in  the  expletive  way  usual  to  Westerners,  but  he 
insisted  that  he  had  done  his  duty.  Knowing  a good 
deal  about  beavers,  I approached  the  dam  cautiously 
and  peering  over  the  thick  brush  saw  five  or  six  fellows, 
just  putting  the  finishing  touches  to  the  repair  of  the 
dam  by  plastering  mud  on  the  work  with  their  broad,  flat 
tails — excellent  ti-owels  for  the  purpose.  As  soon  as 
they  discovered  me  they  dived  and  disappeared.  There 
was  no  help  for  it  but  to  trap  the  animals,  for  which  I 
was  sorry  ; but  no  water  no  lumber,  no  mine  no  money, 
and  the  beavers  must  go.  I set  some  traps  and  opened 
the  break. 

The  water  ran  freely  for  a few  hours,  but  the  next 
morning  the  stream  was  dry.  There  were  three  beavers 
in  the  traps,  and  the  break  was  repaired  as  neatly  as  if 
the  best  mason  had  plastered  the  dam  over.  The  break 
was  opened  and  the  traps  reset,  and  water  came  down 
for  a few  days,  when  it  stopped.  The  same  course  was 
repeated,  and  as  soon  as  the  work  was  finished  I hid  in 
the  brush  and  awaited  events.  The  lake  slowly  fell,  and 
in  less  than  an  hour  I saw  a gentle  ripple  from  one  of  the 
beaver  houses,  and  very  soon  a beaver  landed  on  the 
dam  and  examined  the  break  very  intently  for  a few 
minutes.  Then  he  dived  and  returned  to  the  house  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  lake,  and  with  another  started 
on  a trail  I had  seen  to  another  lake  twenty  or  thirty 
rods  away.  By  and  by  he  returned  with  two  others,  and 
the  four  went  to  work  filling  the  break.  They  started 
up  the  lake  and  swam  back,  each  with  a stick  in  its 
mouth,  which  was  stuck  in  the  hole,  and  this  was  re- 
peated until  the  break  was  filled  again.  Then  they  all 
went  to  work  stirring  up  the  bottom,  which  was  made 
up  of  dead  leaves,  and  those  filled  the  openings  between 
the  sticks,  and  the  water  was  stopped  once  more.  This 
went  on  until  all  the  beavers  were  captured  as  I thought. 
The  last  one  caught  was  a female,  and  by  its  side  as  it 
lay  dead  in  the  trap,  stood  a young  beaver  on  its 
haunches,  and  looking  most  disconsolate.  I was  sorry 
for  the  little  fellow,  and  sent  a man  for  the  trap  and  the 
skin  of  the  beaver  in  it,  and  he  brought  this  last  of  the 
family,  which  he  found  lying  dead  by  the  trap  with  no 
doubt  its  dam  in  it.  The  water  ran  and  probably  runs 
yet,  but  I still  feel  sorry  for  his  sad  fate.  — H. 
Stewart,  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


Wading  Boots  and  Stockings. — When  these  are 
worn  it  is  a good  plan  to  put  on  cotton  socks  next  the 
feet,  and  over  these  thick  worsted,  as  the  perspiration 
of  the  foot  will  go  through  the  cotton  to  the  worsted, 
and  the  cotton  sock  will  be  found  to  be  quite  dry,  and 
the  feet,  consequently,  will  be  kept  warm. 

Tricks  op  the  Trade. — One  hair-breadth  escape 
occurred  to  a poacher,  one  of  whose  snares  the  keeper 
had  found  with  a hare  in  it,  and  hid  up  close  by  to 
catch  the  piacher  when  he  came  for  it.  Luckily  for 
the  poacher  he  came  earlier  than  usual,  and  had  already 
taken  several  hares  from  his  other  snares,  when,  nearing 
this  one,  he  noticed  a fresh  footprint  on  a molehill,  and 
instantly  crawled  with  the  greatest  caution  through  the 
under  wood,  when,  to  his  horror,  he  almost  knocked  against 
the  keeper,  who,  however,  was  so  sound  asleep  that  the 
poacher  not  only  took  the  hare  from  his  snare,  but  reset 
it  for  pure  impudence,  and  got  safely  away.  Very 
successful  rabbit-poaching  is  also  done  from  carts. 
One  clever  poacher  for  long  defied  detection  ; he  was  a 
rabbit-catcher  by  trade,  and,  though  well  watched  and 
often  searched,  nothing  could  be  found,  although  his 
master  was  certain  he  was  robbing  him.  At  last,  one 
day  the  master  noticed  the  ferrets  eagerly  scratching  at 
the  bottom  of  their  box,  and  then  found  it  was  a false 
one,  and  beneath  it  two  couples  of  his  best  rabbits 
neatly  hidden  away,  which,  multiplied  by  every  week 
day,  represented  a considerable  haul.  Poaching  is 
often  done  by  regular  gangs  of  men,  some  of  whom 
merely  watch  and  fool  the  keepers,  while  the  rest  do  the 
work,  and  all  share  the  profits.  One  such  gang  of 
eighteen,  some  years  ago,  became  a terror  to  their 
district,  and  were  undoubtedly  the  murderers  of  a 
keeper,  to  try  and  find  out  which  a well-known  London 
detective  was  employed.  Appearing  in  the  district  as  a 
ne’er-do-well  gentleman’s  servant  out  of  work,  he  so 
wormed  his  way  into  their  secrets  that  he  became 
almost  their  leader,  until,  after  many  months,  finding 
he  had  got  all  the  information  he  could  get  against 
them,  he  took  steps  to  have  the  whole  gang  arrested  ; 
and  when  he  appeared  in  court  against  them  in  hjs 
proper  character,  and  they  recognised  their  former  pal, 
their  threats  and  curses  were  terrible  to  hear. 
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TOURING  IN  NORWAY. 

It  is  delightful  to  be  in  Norway  before  the  tourist 
season  begins  ; we  had  next  to  no  fellow-passengers  that 
first  day,  and  absolutely  none  the  next  day,  says  a 
writer  in  Hearth  and  Home,  Three  or  four  nights  we 
had  the  little  unpretentious  inns  completely  to  our- 
selves, and,  oh,  how  funn.y  are  some  of  the  illustrated 
texts  which  adorn  the  walls ! They  are  sometimes 
almost  profane  in  their  comicality,  “ Seek  me  early 
and  ye  shall  find  me,”  were  the  words  which  the  artist 
had  selected  to  illustrate  by  means  of  a wonderfully 
coloured  picture  of  a small  boy  and  girl,  the  former 
standing  on  tiptoe,  and  thumping  vigorously  at  a huge 
hall  door  with  a portly  umbrella,  the  little  girl  hanging 
back  with  a dubious  expression  of  countenance,  which 


seemed  to  suggest  that  possibly  they  had  this  time  really 
come  a little  too  early.  We  had  all  our  winter  things, 
and  were  yet  cold  ; so  let  no  chilly  folk  go  to  Norway 
without  wraps  and  warm  undergarments.  It  is  not  a 
country  where  persons  should  travel  who  wish  to  bo 
“ nursed  in  the  lap  of  luxur.v,”  there  was  no  carpet  in 
my  room,  and  the  suppers  are  like  the  composite  meal  of 
the  German  smaller  watering-places,  but  the  Grand 
Hotel  is  most  comfortable,  both  “ portier  ” and  waiter 
speak  English,  and  there,  as  everywhere,  the  Norwegians 
are  obliging,  well-mannered,  and  pleasant. 

The  peculiar  charm  of  this  scenery  is  its  constant 
variety,  but  I must  also  allow  that  it  is  difficult  to 
arrange  clothing  so  as  to  meet  the  extraordinary  variety 
of  climate.  In  one  drive  I think  we  pulled  off  and  put 
on  wraps  and  rugs  five  times,  and  one  morning  I stopped 


at  a brook  to  wet  a handkerchief  and  put  it  at  the  back 
of  my  neck  because  of  the  heat  of  the  sun,  and  a few 
hours  later  we  bad  piled  on  every  jacket  and  cloak  ^e 
possessed,  and  were  walking  up  a hill  to  keep  warm. 
Whereas  one  may  be  stewing  one  day  in  the  thinnest 
summer  clothes,  it  will  constantly  happen  here  that  the 
next  day  all  the  winter  ones  may  be  required. 


Excited  fisherman,  to  country  hotel  man  : “ There 
isn’t  a bit  of  fishing  about  here  ! Every  brook  h‘as^  a 
sign  warning  people  off.  What  do  you  mean  by  luring 
anglers  here  with  the  promise  of  fine  fishing?”  Hotel 
man  : “ I didn’t  say  anything  about  fine  fishing.  If  you 
read  my  advertisement  carefully,  you  will  see  that  what 
I said  was,  ‘ Fishing  unapproachable.’  ” 


BELL  & PRICHARD, 

Anglo- Araerican  and.  Pi'actical  City  Tailors, 

2,  LUDGATE  CIRCUS,  E.C. 

(opposite  cook’s  tourists  office). 

FISHING  & SHOOTING  OUTFITS  A SPECIALITY. 

ALL  GOODS  THOROUGHLY  SHRUNK. 

Tourists’  and  Business  Suits  (to  measure)  from  £2  10s. 
Scotch  Tweed  Knickerbockers ,,  0 13s.  6d. 


DOMESTICATED  TROUT; 

How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 

By  LI\riNTGSTON  STONE, 

United  States  Deputy  Fish  Commissioner.  - 


London : SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON,  and  CO.,  Ltd.,  and  all  Booksellers 


LOWS  STANDARD  NOVELS  BY  POPULAR  WRITERS, 

At  Half-a-Cr*ovsm  Ber  Volume^ 


Wessex  Novels,  by  THOMAS  HARDY. 

FAR  FROM  THE  MADDING  CROWD.  With  a Photogravure 
Portrait  of  Mr.  Hardy  from  a Photograph. 

THE  TRUMPET-MAJOR.  THE  RETURN  OF  THE  NATIVE. 

A PAIR  OF  BLUE  EYES.  THE  HAND  OP  ETHELBERTA. 

THE  MAYOR  OP  CASTLEBRIDGE.  TWO  ON  A TOWER. 

THE  LAODICEAN. 

Sea  Stories,  by  W.  CLARK  RUSSELL. 

THE  WRECK  OF  THE  “ GROSVENOR.”  With  a New 

Photogravure  Portrait. 


Novels,  by  R.  D-  BLACKMORE. 

LORNA  DOONE. 


CHRISTOWELL. 


CLARA  VAUGHAN. 

ALICE  LORRAINE. 

CRIPPS  THE  CARRIER 
TOMMY  UPMORE. 

Novels,  by  WILLIAM  BLACK. 


EREMA.  I CRADOCK  NOWELL. 
MARY  ANERLEY. 

KIT  AND  KITTY. 

SPRINGHAVEN. 


AN  OCEAN  FREE  LANCE. 
THE  FROZEN  PIRATE. 

A SEA  QUEEN. 

LITTLE  LOO. 

THE  LADY  MAUD. 

MY  WATCH  BELOW. 


JOHN  HOLDSWORTH,  CHIEF 
MATE. 

JACK'S  COURTSHIP. 

A STRANGE  VOYAGE. 

A SAILOR’S  SWEETHEART. 
BETWIXT  THE  FORELANDS. 

MRS.  DINES’  JEWELS. 


A DAUGHTER  OF  HETH.  With 

Portrait  of  the  Author. 

THE  STRANGE  ADVENTURES  OP  A 
PHAE  rON. 

A PRINCESS  OF  THULE. 

IN  SILK  ATTIRE. 

KILMENY. 

MADCAP  VIOLET. 

THREE  FEATHERS. 

THE  MAID  OF  KILLEENA. 


GREEN  PASTURES  AND  PICCA-. 
DILLY. 

MACLEOD  OP  DARE.  . -,r 

LADY  SILVERDALE'S  SWEET- 
HEART. 

WHITE  WINGS.  I SUNRISE. 

THE  BEAUTIFUL  WRETCH. 
SHANDON  BELLS. 

ADVENTURES  IN  THULE. 
Y'OLANDE. 

JUDITH  SHAKESPEARE. 


Sampson  Low,  Marston  & Company’s  New  Books 


HI-A-liTIDSOIlZIIE  IBOOI^Z 

THE  FIRST  ANNUAL  VOLUIYIE  OF 

[ppiNTED  IN  England.] 


Containing  upwards  of  832  pages, 
nearly  800  Illustrations, 
and 

Thirteen  Coloured  Plates. 


BOYS 


Handsomely  Bound.  Red  Cloth  Gilt, 
Bevelled  Edges.  Attractive  Covei's. 

BRICE  SEVEN  SHIELINGS  ANI>  SIXPENCE. 

Its  Serial  Stories  are  superb,  and  are  written  by  G.  A.  Henty,  George  Manville  Fenu,  S.  Baring  Gould,  Ascott  R.  Hope,  and  others. 
Short  Stories  by  Henry  M.  Stanley,  Robert  Overton,  Chaides  Edyvardes,  F.  M.  Holmes,  Scarlett  Potter,  cSjc. 

PAPERS  ON  ATHLETIC  SPORTS,  INDOOR  RECREATIONS,  BOYS’  HOBBIES,  PEIS,  &c.  THRILLING  ADVENTURES. 

ZIUIjXJS'TZ^^TIOIsrS. 

GRATIS,  POST  FREE,  UPON  APPLICATION, 

SAMPSON  LOW’S  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE  OF  GIFT  BOOKS  FOR  YOUNG  PEOPLE 

Contains  PORTRAI’FS  of  CELEBRATED  AUTHORS  of  Popular  Books  for  Boys  and  Girls,  amongst  which  are— 

W H.  G.  KINGSTON,  Col.  Sir  W.  F.  BUTLER,  K.C.B.,  H.  M.  STANLEY,  HARRIET  BEECHER  STOWE. 

TALBOT  BAINES  REED,  G.  A.  HENTY,  LOUISA  M.  ALCOTT,  JULES  VERNE. 

Besides  numerous  other  Illustrations  taken  from  the  books  themselves. 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  & COMPANY,  Limited,  St.  Dunstaii’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 


Bat.  1818. 
t en  Prise  Medela. 


THB  SFOBTSaSAir'S  VADE  MECTTM. 

HEERINQ’S 

ONLY  GENUINE 


Sold  Medela, 
Feria,  1878, 
London,  1884 
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Price  Is.  6d.  Post  free  to  any  address  on  receipt  of  postage  Is,  7d. 

A CHAEMIM  OLEOGRAPH  nr.. 

PEiNTED  IN  SIXTEEN  coLOTjEs,  COPENHAGEN  CHERRY  BRANDY 

AN  EVENING’S  FISHING”  br  Appointment,  te  th.  H.B.H.  th.  Prino.  o.  WMee 

The  picture  represents  a brace  or  two  of  Trout  just  caught,  after  the  Original  Painting  by  the  late  ACCIDENTS  OF  TRAVEL 

AND  ALL  OTHEB  ACCIDENTS,  INSURED  AGAINST  BY 

THE  RAILWAY  PASSENGERS’  ASSURANCE  COMPANY, 

THE  OLDEST  AND  LARGEST  COMPANY  PROVIDING  FOR 

ACCIDENTS  OF-  ALL  KINDS. 

W.  D.  MA 
A.  vian, 


T.  G.  TARGETT,  in  possession  of  the  Editor  of  the  Fishino  Gazette. 


LONDON:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  & CO.,  LIMITED. 

ST.  DUNSTAN’S  HOUSE,  FETTER  LANE,  LONDON,  E.C. 


64  CORNHILL,  LONDON. 


^HOffiOCEA^  berthon  portable  folding  boats 

* FOR  FISHING  OH  SEA,  LAZE,  AND  RIVER. 


The  FISHERMAN'S  FRIEND 


j^O  gnat  or  midget  troubles  the  man  who  uses 
Homocea  when  fishing;  where  it  is  they  won’t 
come,  being  aromatic  in  its  odour ; it  is  very  pleasant 
to  use ; and,  if  bitten  by  them,  or  fleas,  or  any  insect,  its 
use  neutralises  the  poison  of  their  sting  at  once. 

For  cuts,  wounds,  and  bruises  it  has  no  equal,  and  to 
rub  the  muscles  after  a hard  day's  -work  is  all  that  is  needed 
to  make  one  feel  fresh  and  comfortable  ; and  for  Sunburn, 
it  only  needs  to  be  used  once  to  find  what  a delightful 
remedy  it  is,  so,  when  you  are  off,  remember  a box  of 

-Me  H O M O.C  E A 

is  as  essential  for  your  comfort  as  your  rod,  reel,  and  fly- 
book  are  for  your  fishing. 

Of  most  Chemists,  or  Free  by  Post  from  the — 

HOMOCEA  CO.,  21,  Hamilton  Square,  BIRKENHEAD. 


No.  1. — Length,  7ft.;  Breadth  (Open), 
3ft.;  Weight,  661b.;  Price,  £8;  will 
Carry  Comfortably  2 persons. 


No.  2.— Length,  9ft.;  Breadth  (Open)^ 
4ft;  Weight,  1121b.;  Price,  £12;’ 
will  Carry  Comfortably  3 persons. 


No.  1 Boat  is  complete  with  Pair  of 
ScuUb,  Thole  Pins,  and  a Cork  Cushion 
or  Folding  Stool,  according  to  choice. 


No.  2 is  fitted  with 
Pins,  and  Sculls. 


Seats,  Thola 


PRICE  Is.  lid.  and  2s.  9d.  PER  BOX. 


EXTRAS. 

Mast  and  Sail,  25/-  and  30/-;  Extra 
Cork  Cushions,  7/6;  Wrappers,  2/- 
and  2/6. 

7ft.  Berthon  Fishins  Boat,  with  Angler  and  Gillie. 

These  Boats  enable  Anglers  to  Fish  otherwise  Inaccessible  Hill 
Lochs,  and  can  be  transported  by  rail,  cart,  or  hand,  with  ease  and 
little  expense. 

Apart  from  their  portability,  they  have  other  advantages  overithe 
wooden  boat,  being  safer,  stronger  lighter,  and,  by  reason 
of  their  extreme  durability,  easy  repair,  ana,  requiring  no  boat- 
house, are  cheaper. 

for  price  LISTS  AND  INFORMATION  APPLY: 

BERTHON  BOAT  COMPANY,  Limited 

Works:  ROMSEY.  HA-ISTTS. 

London  Office;  50,  HOLBORN  VIADUCT,  E.C.,  where 
the  Boats  can  bo  seen  aaily  between  10  and  6 o’clock. 
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The  Anglers’  Waterproofers, 

3“7  

QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET, 

LONDON,  E.C. 


“ Buckland 

COMBINATION 

WADKRS 


(Stockings  and  Brogues  all  in  one). 

FOR  RARIES,  GENTLEMEN,  ANX>  BOYS. 


SNT  6TA  a>LU 


These  Waders  are  absolutely  Waterproof,  quickly  put  on  and  off,  and 

very  comfortahle  to  wear. 
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NOTICE. 


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday, 
and  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and 
Son’s  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News- 
agents and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces.  , 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department, 
Fishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  > 

should  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Mabston.  Editor  of 
theFisHiNG  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  hetter- 

lane,  London.  -if  +1,0 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  01  tne 
paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses, 
not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
a guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com- 
munications. ■ 

o 4’  S'dtosciei^tioM.. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dunstan  s House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  bo  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland  ...  ■■■  ■ Ihs.  bd. 

„ Six  Months  ditto  ditto  os.  4d. 

„ Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  sub- 

scription,  including  postage 1“S.  bd. 

AdirertiseMrxeiaits. 

Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address. — “ BIVS AM,  London. 

TELEPHONE  No  2679^ 


— mt  — 

WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  IHth,  1893. 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  ANGLING. 

THE  DEVERON  {Continued). 

BEATS,  SALMON  POOLS,  AND  CASTS. 


By  W.  Mukdoch. 

The  pools  and  casts  are  named  in  the  order  in 
which  they  -would  be  reached  by  going  down  the 
river,  i.e.,  seaward  ; and  under  precisely  the  same 
order  of  arrangement  the  ivhole  of  the  beats 
follow  one  another,  until,  at  Banff  Bay,  the  river 
debouches  into  the  sea.  « t>  ■ , j 

The  Cabrach  Water  is  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
and  Gordon’s  upper  stretch  of  the  river.  It  is 
the  farthest  inland  salmon  angling  stretch  after 
the  large  mountain  tributaries  have  added  their 
waters.  In  extent  it  is  three  and  a half  miles 
counting  both  banks.  The  Meetings  Pool  and 
Broken  Trotter  are  the  casts  occurring  m the 
upper  half  mile  ; and  for  the  rest  of  the  distance 
the  casts,  which  are  fished  from  the  right  bank 
only,  are  Intack  Pool,  Lodge  Pool,  Bridge  Pool, 
Pike  Rocks,  and  Tomnaven.  , „ , , • 

Lesmnrdie  Water  (Major  Leslies  fishery)  is 
worked  from  the  left  bank,  and  contains  those 
pools  over  which  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
Gordon  has  the  fishing  from  the  right  bank. 

{Deldorney  Water  (Captain  Grant)  is  five  miles 
in  length,  counting  both  banks.  The  principal 
casts  are : Crooked,  Intack,  Crommy  Pool,  Horse 
Shoe,  Intack,  Broad  Pool,  Laing’s  Pool,  Cat  Loup, 
Brochness,  Bath,  Rush,  and  Black  Pool. 


Hlairmore  Wafer  (Mr.  A Geddes,  proprietor), 
whb  h is  rnostiy  on  llie  right  bank,  is  seven  and  a 
ball'  miles  in  lengtb.  It  contains,  in  addition  to 
the  casts  fished  by  Boldorney  from  tbe  Wt  bank, 
fbe  following  salmon  pools  and  streams,  Walloebs 
Pool,  Oburchyard  Pool,  Long  Pool,  Little  Rock, 
Manse  Rush,  Pulmadie  Pool,  Kiln,  Blue  Rock, 
Craig  Much,  Little  Craig  Much,  1 11  tack,  Saint 
Ann’s  Pool,  Little  Saint  Ann’s,  Battle  Bog,  and 
Terr V horn  Pool. 

Edinylassio  Water  (Mr.  Walker),  two  miles  lelt 
hank,  contains  same  casts  as  Blairmore,  from  Wal- 
lochs  Pool  down  to  Little  Craig  Much  inclusive. 

Oairnborrow  Water,  two  miles  left  bank,  is 
Mr.  Stevenson’s  fishery,  t.f  which  the  casts  are  : 
Saint  Ann’s  Pool,  Little  Saint  Ann  s,  Battle  Bog, 
and  Terryhorn  Pool. 

The  Hnnily  Water,  or  Deveron  Free  Fishings,  is 
eleven  and  a half  miles,  counting  both  banks. 

The  angling  on  this  extensive  and  beautiful  reach 
of  river,  most  easy  to  fish,  and  amid  lovely 
scenery,  has  been  gifted  to  the  public  by  that 
most  generous  and  popular  of  landed  proprietors, 
the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon.  A good 
round  water  puts  into  best  salmon  angling  ply 
the  chief  of  the  pools  and  catches,  which  are  : 
Intack,  Boat,  Sandie,  Mill  Pool.  Bridge  Pool. 
Bullors  Pool.  Yeats  Pool,  The  Mermaid,  Saddle 
Stone,  Factors  Pool,  and  Horse  Pool.  After  a 
September  of  frequent  spating  to  take  the  fish 
forward,  this  fishery  yields  during  round  running 
waters  in  October  quite  a lot  of  largo  hire  back- 
eiiders  ” to  the  rod. 

The  nvnily  Lodge,  or  private  water  of  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon,  is  fished  from 
both  banks  for  three  and  a half  miles.  The  casts 
are:  Bridge  Pool,  Teahouse  Pool.  Otter  Slone 
Pool,  Shepherd’s  Pool,  Hazel  Craig  Pool,  Meetings 
Pool,  Ring  Stone  Pool,  Forsyth’s  Pool,  Potaait, 
Richard's  Pool,  Curtain,  Boat  Pool,  •lenkin  s Pool, 
Kippoch,  March  Dyke  Pool,  Jocky  Johnstou  s, 
Haddock,  and  Tablestono  Pool,  the  Tablestone 
Pool  on  left  bank,  also  open  or  public  water  of 
Rothieraay  (one  mile).  Bridge  Pool. 

Avochie  Water  (Mrs.  Chalmers),  two  and  a ha  t 
miles,  includes  the  fishing  from  the  right  bank 
of  Tablestone  Pool,  Bridge  Pool,  Meetings  lool, 
Isla,  Bankers,  and  Bridge  Pool. 

Rothiemay  Water  (Colonel  Foster  Forbes) 
extends  three  and  a half  miles.  Prom  left  bank 
are  fished  the  Meetings  Pool,  Isla,  Bankers,  and 
Bridge  Pool;  from  both  banks,  Dey  s lool,  Hog 
Stream,  Boat  Pool;  and  from  right  bank, 
Haisburn  Stream  and  Sunnybrae  Pool,  this  is 

a splendid  stretch— the  best  of  all  the  Deveron 
for  early  fishing,  and  its  trouting  is  superb. 

Mayen  Water  is  four  miles  of  a fishery,  every 
cast  of  which,  except  the  two  lower,  is  fashed 
from  the  left  bank.  Mr.  Thorlmrn,  the  proprietor, 
leases  the  angling  of  Glennie  House  Pot  aud 
Danger  Pool  from  the  Duke  of  Fite,  who  is  here 
the  owner  of  the  right  bank.  Tbe  principal  casts 
are:  Haig  Burn,  Sunnybrae,  Woodtold  Moses 
Pool,  Upper  Tahore,  Lower  Tahore,  Old  MUl 
Stream,  Sayers  .fool,  Mayen  Pool,  RoA  Poo  , 
Spurbrae  Stream,  Gleunie  House  Pot,  Denpark 
Stream,  and  Danger  Pool.  Mayen  is  a fane 
figl^ery— capital  for  yellow  trout,  good  for  grilse 
when  there  is  a run,  and  first-rate  for  salmon  m 
the  back-end.  Old  Mill  Stream  and  Pool  and 
Glennie  House  Stream  and  Pot  are— the  one  hrst- 
rate  for  mixed  fishing,  and  the  other  about  the 
best  pool  of  the  Deveron  for  salmon 

Gorniehaugh  and  Garronnaugh  .Aater,  fished 
from  right  bank  for  two  and  a half  miles,  belongs 
to  Mr.  Porter,  Huntly.  Ou  this  section  the  early 
trouting  is  fine,  and  the  salmon  angling  m the 
back-end  good.  The  pools  and  casts  are  : Wood- 
fold  Pool,  Moses  Pool.  Upper  Tahore,  Lowei 
Tahore,  Porter’s  Pool.  Old  Mill  Stream  Sayers 
Pool,  Lower  Mayen  Pool,  Rock  Pool,  bpuibiae 
Pool’,  and  Spurbrae  Stream. 

The  lots  of  nice  little  fisheries  hereabouts  on 
the  river  are  generally  rented  for  the  early  yellow 
trouting  and  hack-end  salmon  angling  (toget  er 
or  separately)  by  anglers,  from  the  proprietors, 
who  do  not,  as  a rule,  do  much  at  the  fishing 

ArdmelJie  Water  (Captain  Reid)  is  four  miles 
in  length  right  and  left  banks  together.  I lie 
principal  casts  are:  Inchline  Pool  (following 

which  comes  in  the  Established  Church  minister  s 
glebe  water  of  Manioch  parish),  Rumbling  i ool. 
Boat  Pool  of  Marnoch,  Braehead  Stream,  Euchry 
or  Y^ochrie  Pool,  and  Craighead  Pool. 


Auchintonl  Water,  the  Duke  of  Fife’s,  two  and 
a half  mile-*,  fished  from  left  bank,  contains  lor 
trout  and  salmon  lots  of  beautiful  casts,  includ- 
ing Fuebry  or  Yocliric,  Cruighead  Pool,  Brmgo 
Pool  and  Stream,  Island  Stream,  Island  I ool. 
Ealcner  Stream,  Falconer  Pool,  Auchmgoul 
Pool,  and  the  Ilumrnie. 

The  Marnoch  Water,  one  mile,  fished  from  right 
bank,  is  another  of  Mr.  Porter’s  fisheries,  and  a 
very  good  bit.  The  casts  are  : Bridge,  Falconer, 
Island,  and  Hurnmouth. 

■ Auchingoiil  Water,  the  Rev.  John  Souter  s,  is 
three-fiuarters  of  a mile’s  good  fishing  from  the 
right  bank,  containing  the  Auchmgoul  and 
Hummie  Pools.  . 

Haddo  Water,  also  on  right  bank,  and  one  mile 
in  length,  contains  the  Kemlin,  Burnmouth,  and 
Boat  Pool  salmon  casts. 

'I'he  Netherd.ale  Water  (Mr.  Rose-Iiines,  pro- 
prietor), seven  and  a half  miles  in  extent,  partly 
on  right,  but  for  the  most  part  on  left  bank,  is 
unquestionably,  for  all  sorts  of  fishing,  one  of  the 
best  beats  of  the  Deveron.  The  salmon  casts  are 
as  follows  : the  Kemlin,  Burnmouth  of  1 orgue. 
Ferry  Pool,  the  Log,  Sheep  Haugh,  Rough 
Stream,  Island  Pool,  the  Policies,  Dovecot,  Swal- 
low Pool,  Bremner’s  Rock,  Dracblaw.  Upper 
Heron,  Middle  H'ron,  Lower  Heron,  Turning- 

wheels,  and  Laithers  House  Pool. 

The  t luny  Water  (Ctialmer’s  Hospital)  is  a 
small  streich  enibi’acing  the  fishing  f'O™  th® 
right  bank  over  a part  of  Bremuer  s Rock,  and 
the  most  of  Drachln  w Pool. 

Laithers  Water  (Mr.  Alexander  Stuart),  m its 
length  of  two  miles,  fished  exclusively  from  the 
right  bank,  contains  Upper  Heron,  Middle  Heron, 
Lower  Heron,  Tuniingwheels  Pool,  House  lo^, 
Maugie  Pot,  Boat  Pool,  Gardeners  Pool,  lorduli, 
and  Saddle  Rock.  This  fine  reach  is  usually  late 

during  the  early  trouting  season. 

GarnouAe  Water  (Mr.  Harvey),  one  and  a haU 
miles  in  extent  on  the  left  bank  ILsts  : Maugie 
Pool,  Boat  Pool,  Gardeners  Pool,  lordufi;.  Saddle 

Rock,  and  Burnmouth  Pool.  „ 

Ardrniddle  Water  (Mr.  Duguid  Milne),  fully  one 
mile,  right  bank,  has  the  Burnend  Pool,  House 
Pool  or'Scobbach  Pot,  Ribrae,  Haugh,  and  Mill 
of  Laithers  stream,  for  salmon  casts.  Scobbach  is 
a splendid  bit  of  salmon  water,  quite  close  to. 
the  maiisioii-liouse,  and,  when  the  river  is  m 
right  order,  it  would  afford  a whole  day  s fishing 

to  a single  rod.  tj  j.  i 

ForgUn  Water  (Sir  R.  J.  Abercromby,  Bart.), 
nine  iniles  in  length,  left  bank  priucipiUly,  is  a 
splendid  fiaherv,  as  good  as  any  on  the  Deveron 
for  trout,  grilse,  and  salmon.  A number  of  the 
pools  are  in  close  ]iroximity  to  each  other,  and 
within  easy  walking  distance  of  the  mansion- 
house,  from  the  front  door  of  which  one  pool  is 
within  a stone’s  throw.  The  immcipil  pools  and 
casts  are:  Ardniiddle  Pool,  Kirktom  Lmbank- 
ment,  Bridge  Stream,  Bridge  Pool,  Knockiemill 
Stream,  Kiiockiem.il  Pool,  Poneud.  Morrison  s 
Pool,  Lord  Banff,  Stream  and  Rock,  House  I ool, 
the  Glen,  Ashogle,  Kebback  Stream,  Kebback 
Pot,  and  Point  Stream.  „ , , • i \ 

Muiresk  IFafer  (Mr  Farquhar-Spottiswoode), 
one  and  a half  miles,  right  bank,  contains  Kirkton 
Pot  the  Boat.  House  Pool,  and  Embankment. 

Danlugas  IVater  (Sir  Robert  J.  Abercromby, 
Bart.),  is  two  and  a half  miles  in  extent,  includ- 
ing both  banks,  and  its  principal  salmon  casts 
are:  Embankment  Pool,  Boghead  1 ool.  Coble 

Pool.  Old  Mill  Pool,  Old  Mill  Stream  (Jetties), 
and  Bogbraes  Pool.  . 

Mountblairy  Water  (Major Morrison), left  bank 
three  and  a half  miles,  Embankment 


Fool,  Boghead  Pool.  Cobble  Pool,  Mill  Pool, 
Old  Mill  Stream  (Jetties),  and  Bogbraes  loo  , 
Wood  of  Shaws  (both  bank-).  Scatterty,  Wh.tehill, 
Mag>^ie  Mill  Pool,  the  Carden,  and  ] s lot. 

(Jraiqston  Water  (Major  Podard-U.-quhart),  on 
right  bank,  one  mile  in  extent,  contains  Scattei  ty, 
Wbitehill,  Maggie  Mill,  and  Auchinbadie  iools. 

Eden  Water  (Mr.  Adam’s  executors),  now  for 
sale  along  with  the  mansion-house  and  e.state,  is 
a fine  reach  for  salmon  and  trout  h>hing  from 
the  riHht  bank  for  two  miles  111  wli.cli 
tained  Garden  Pool,  Thief’s  Pot,  Roger-ferd,  Boat 
Pool,  and  Kirn  Pool.  , „ 

Jjalf  House  ICUor  (Duke  of  Fife),  eight  miles 
,11  extent,  with  the  fisbu.g  for  most  of  the  distance 
from  both  banks,  is  a maginficent  reach,  contaiii- 
ino-,  amongst  others,  the  following  pools,  which 
fish  well  in  almost  any  size  of  water:  Roger 
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Pool,  Boat  Pool,  Kirn  Pool,  Doctor’s  Pool, 
iSandlavv  Avenue,  Longgrass,  Two  iStoncs,  Craig 
Pools,  .Shingles,  Breast,  Mellison,  Ducks  Pool, 
Iloggs  House,  Cold  Well,  Back  Pool,  Cobble  Pot, 
Kirkside  Stream  and  Pool,  and  Tide  I’ool, 

A friend  who  has  had  a long  acf(uaintance  witli 
the  Devoron  over  many  of  its  reaches,  and  is 
ni](|uestionably  one  (jf  the  best  rod.s  to  go  upon 
it,  very  kindly  has  furnished  me  with  the  follow- 
ing interesting  and  useful  particulars  concerning 
the  fishing  and  the  iiies  ; 

“ Pisually  a lew  grilse  and  salmon  are  got  in 
summer  and  early  autunin  by  anglers,  but  the 
re d fishing  ioi’ ■■  big  fish  ” seldom  commences  in 
earnest,  or  becomes  general,  until  about  the 
middle  of  .September,  This,  however,  it  must  be 
understood  depends  upon  the  slate  of  the  river, 
and  whether  there  have  been  any  spates  just  after 
tlie  close  of  the  net  fishing  to  cnalilo  tlio  fish  to 
enter  the  river  and  get  over  the  dyke.  Con- 
sequently, the  angling  may  commence  in  full 
swing  any  time  after  the  nets  arc  off,  should  the 
river  he  in  good  ply.  The  earliest  runners,  given 
a good  swimming  water,  have  a great  tendency 
to  push  forward  to  the  upper  reaches,  about 
Iluntly  and  farther  inland;  nevertheless  there  are 
always  stragglers  sufficient  in  numlier  to  ensure 
fair  sport  lagging  behind  in  |>ools  on  the  route. 
For  the  rniddlo  and  lower  reaches  of  the  river, 
October  is  by  far  the  liest  month  for  salmon 
angling.  The  flies  that  1 have  found  to  be  in 
general  use  along  the  whole  liver  arc  .Sdver 
Doctor,  Butcher,  Childers,  Jock  Scott,  Black 
lloctor.  Blue  Doctor,  Durham  Banger,  Silver 
Crrey,  Wasp,  Lady  Caroline,  Glentanar.  A host 
of  others  are  also  tried  more  or  less.  The  Craig- 
ston,  a local  pattern,  pretty  much  used  on  the 
lower  and  middle  reaches,  is  a taking  lly  without 
doubt ; and  I may  mention  that,  personally,  I 
have  found  the  Dunt  to  be  a great  nailer.  Sizes 
vary  according  to  the  tem|)erature  and  height  of 
the  waucr,  but  on  the  wdiolo  small  tlies  are^  used 
(Jn  most  of  the  preserved  reaches  of  the  river, 
the  trout  fishing  during  the  mouths  of  April  and 
May,  when  any  decent  .sort  of  weather  is 
experienced,  is  such  as  is  not  excelled  anywhere 
else  in  Scotland,  not  jierhajis  for  the  size  of  the 
trout,  but  certainly  for  the  nice  average  size,  and 
the  weights  of  the  baskets,  which  latter  go,  as  a 
common  experience  for  good  hands,  to  2dlb.  and 
upwards.  The  best  basket  which  I know  to  have 
been  made  of  recent  years  in  a day  by  one  rod  on 
the  middle  reaches  contained  105  trout,  weighing 
bdb.  During  the  months  of  Juneand  July,  good 
takes,  and  lots  of  the  biggest  trout,  may  be  got 
with  worm,  minnow,  and  other  baits,  fished  both 
in  clear  and  clouded  waters,  hut  the  cream  of  the 
trout  fishing  with  fly  is  undoubtedly  durimr 
April  and  May.  .Sure  killing  flies,  which  every 
year  1 find  very  popular,  are  March  Brown,  Dare 
Pug,  Professor,  Lord  Saltoun.  Coachman,  Priest, 
Quill  Gnat,  and  GreemveH's  Glory.”  ’ 


g^coicl) 

By  Mac. 

J HE  best  time  of  all  in  the  autumn  for 
fannock  and  sea- trout  fishing  with  Ify  on  the  lower 
and  fairly  lower  reaches  of  all  the  rivers  of  the 
East  Coast  of  .Scotland,  from  the  Tweed  to  as  far 
north  as  the  Nairn,  is  between  the  present  date 
and  the  end  of  the  first  week  in  October.  This  I 
would  have  all  anglers  who  intend  to  be  at  the 
fishing  in  these  parts  to  note  very  specially. 

From  all  accounts  to  hand  concering  the  salmon 
season  of  ISO;’.,  which  everywhere  in  Scotland  has 
HOW  closed  to  the  nets,  it  would  apjiear  that  of 
salmon  and  sea-trout  the  yield  has  been  a good 
average  one,  while  of  grilse  there  has  not  been 
such  a scarcity  all  lound  for  many  years  jiast. 

Tins  y(>ar’s  Loch  Leven  season  has  cclijised  all 
its  predecessors  for  number  of  trout  caught  by 
the  rod,  beating  the  hitherto  most  noteworthy 
season— that  of  1888— by  708  trout.  The  average 
weight,  however,  has  not  been  quite  so  good  this 
year.  I he  two  years^  totals  of  trout  and  weialit 
are— 1888,  22,117  trout,  l!),.5fGlb. ; 18f»3  ”2  825 
trout,  19, 1081  b.  ’ 

From  remarks  which  fell  from  him  at  their 
annual  meeting  last  week,  it  looks  to  me  as  if  the 


CJiairman  of  the  Tweed  Commissioners  is  scarcely 
keeping  up  with  the  times  in  his  knowledge  of, 
and  information  about,  the  salmon.  He  is  re- 
ported to  have  said,  In  no  year  had  there  been 
such  a deficiency  in  the  takes  of  grilse— a state 
of  matters  common  this  season  to  all  rivers 
running  into  the  German  Ocean.  The  reason  for 
this  was  unknown.  As  regarded  the  jiroposed 
esLiblishment  on  the  Tweed  of  fish  hatcheries, 
this  was  at  present  considered  unnecessary. 
.Salmon  disease  had  not  been  so  jirevalent  as  in 
j'Cars  past.  It  was  a malady  which  comes  and 
goes,  but  about  which  they  otherwise  know  very 
little.  In  fact,  they  know  very  little  at  all  about 
the  natural  history  of  the  salmon  itself.”  Hatch- 
eries, 1 opine,  would  help  them  to  know  a great 
deal  more;  and  knowing  a great  deal  more  they 
would  work  the  Tweed  iu  a way  to  pay,  and  please 
better  everyone  concerned. 


One  day  last  week  the  Hon.  Percy  Amhurst 
caught  on  the  Meadow  Pool  of  the  Biver  .Shin, 
between  the  Big  Falls  and  Loch  .Shin,  a red 
salmon  of  o81b.  weight. 


I iiA\E  .seen  it  stated  that  “ The  only  time  that 
salmon  injure  trout  is  before  they  go  to  the  sea, 
when  they  feed  on  everything  that  a young 
trout  feeds  on.  At  this  period  of  his  existence  a 
salmon  certainly  does  not  disgorge  his  food 
directly  he  is  in  trouble.  ’ On  these  matters  I 
cannot  sjicak  with  authority  ; it  would  be  most 
inteicsting  to  see  them  discussed  iu  the  FL7tmr/ 
(laztllo. 

Three  or  four  years  ago  the  northern  Press 
copied  from  the  Gazette  tiiat  “ The  formation  of 
an  angling  club  ior  the  counties  of  Inverness, 
Boss,  and  .^’utherland  is  spoken  of,  and  the  wonder 
is  that  such  an  institution  is  not  already  in  exist- 
ance.  A proposition  is  also  made  to  start  several 
fi.sh  hatcheries  in  each  of  these  countie.®,  with  the 
view  of  replenishing  the  various  lochs  and 
streams,  and  thus  improve  the  angling,  which  is 
at  present  deteriorating.”  Though  years  have 
passed,  1 have  not  e\*eii  yet  heard  anything  of 
such  a club  or  its  work.  1 wonder  was  it  ever 
formed  P 

It  was  mooted  in  oliicial  f|uarters  and  generally 
believed  some  years  ago  that  a Scotch  Salmon 
Fisheries  Gommission  was  just  on  the,  eve  of 
being  appointed.  If  Government  really  meant 
to  give  a commission  they  did  not  do  it,  and  the 
a[ipointment  still  hang.s  fire.  I now  wonder  if 
ever  the  work  will  begin,  and,  if  it  begin,  on 
what  lines  it  will  be  proceeded  with.  Previous 
commissions  have  done  no  good,  and,  considering 
Hicir  composition,  how  could  they.^  They  never 
went  about  the  work  as  a body  of  really  practical 
men  would. 

Oi'R  Tay  correspondent  writes:  “There  is 

absolutely  nothing  doing  in  the  fishing  way  here. 
The  Ikay  has  got  so  low  that  the  fish  will  not  leave 
the  tideway,  where  they  have  got  collected  in 
some  places  by  the  hundreds,  and  will  not  take 
anything  in  the  shape  of  a bait.  The  Pat  Hole, 
opposite  Perth,  is  swarming  with  fish,  and  the 
poachers  hereabouts  will  have  some  fine  hauls  of 
them  directly;  in  fact  they  have  been  at  it 
already.  We  had  about  Sin.  of  fresh  water  on 
Friday,  but  it  is  away  again  lower  than  ever.  The 
Earn  and  all  the  other  rivers  about  here  arc  in 
the  same  condition,  and  it  will  be  a blue  look  out 
if  we  do  not  get  much  more  water  soon.  The 
frost  by  night  and  warm  sun  by  day  have  dried 
up  everything,  and  as  yet  there  is  no  sign  of  a 
change.  The  fish  are  jumping  about  in  all  direc- 
tions, and  afford  a good  chance  of  sniggering  in 
in  some  places.  Sea-trout  are  being  got  some- 
time.s,  but  not  in  any  fpiantity.” 


Overscak;  to  the  front ! Good  for  the  jovial, 
genial,  popular  host  of  Overscaig  Hotel,  Mr. 
Duncan  ilackay  ! I )uncan  is  a braw  and  a grand 
fisher,  and  when  ho  sets  to  it  in  earnest  he  soon 
makes  the  big  fellows  rear  their  heads  above  the 
water.  Friday  of  last  week— when  out,  bent  on  a 
kill— he  bagged,  I am  informed,  three  splendid 
specimens  of  the  Salmo  ferox,  weighing  resnec- 
tively  81b.,  8|lb.,  and  141b. 

Amoni.  the  real  autumn  salmon  rivers  of  Scot- 
land the  Spey  is  the  only  one  that  has  afforded 


any  sport  worth  mentioning  since  the  netting 
season  closed ; and,  even  on  “ her,”  but  a com- 
paratively poor  take  of  heavy  fish  has  been 
secured  on  the  Duke’s  miles  of  splendid  fishery, 
a,nd  elsewhere — by  all  the  rods  pegging  at  it  hard 
daily. 

A NOTE  on  the  vendace  going  the  rounds  of 
the  daily  press  says  : “ The  once  po])ular  sport- 
ing custom  of  fishing  for  the  vendace  has  been 
almost  abandoned  of  late  years.  Formerly  a 
large  club  of  influential  gentlemen  met  regularly 
at  Lochmabcii  to  fish  tor  and  feast  upon  vendace. 
lliese  Hsb  aie  ien:arkably  rare,  since  nowhere  in 
Britain  except  in  the  (Jastle  and  Mill  lochs  ol' 
Lochmaben  are  they  to  be  met  with,  all  efforts 
to  transport  them  to  other  waters  having  failed. 
The  vendace  somewhat  resemble  heiling  in 
appearance  a' d habits,  and  are  most  successfully 
caught  on  a dark  day  of  a very  breezy  character, 
w hen  they  approach  the  side  and  swim  against 
the  wind,  itiey  are  greatly  admired  on  account 
of  the  brightness  of  their  scales  and  their  heart- 
nested  foreheads,  while  their  flesh  is  delicate  in 
llavour.  Only  by  means  of  nets  have  they  us 
yet  been  successfully  captured.” 

I HE  salmon  angling  on  the  Ness  picked  up  a 
bit  last  week,  but  was  not  just  great  shakes 
after  all.  On  the  whole,  this  season’s  sport  ui) 
to  date  has  been  disappointing  to  most  of  the 
lessees,  as  duiing  August  and  Sejitember  their 
beats  usually  fish  a greal  deal  better. 

It  would  be  difficult  indeed  to  say  much  for  the 
sport  obtained  last  week  on  Esk,  Annan,  and 
ocher  rivers  of  the  Solway;  it  was  down  almost 
to  stagnation  jjoint.  Barely,  very  rarely,  are 
these  fine  rivcis  so  ■miyiehUvg  to  the  rod  about 
this  time  of  the  year. 


On  Tweed,  salmon  angling  has  been  in  a state 
ot  vlironic  ytagnation  for  many  months.  This 
much  about  the  salmon  the  Tweed  Commissioners 
surely  know,  that  when  the  nets  catch  them  all 
there  cannot  bo  any  to  angle  for. 


Besides  a fairish  lot  of  big  trout,  of  weights 
from  21b.  to  41b.,  a Sahiio  fei-ox,  weighing  81b.  was 
taken  from  Loch  Bannoch  last  week. 


The  best  time  of  all  the  year  for  the  wormer 
for  finnock  and  sea-trout  on  the  small  rivers  and 
streams  of  the  East  Coast  of  IScotland  is  the 
month  of  October.  Spates  take  the  fish  up,  and 
the  nailing  time  to  get  the  fresh-run  ones  to  snap 
the  worm  is  the  day  after  the  height  of  a spate 
or  when  the  water  has  begun  to  clear  a little.  ’ 

E\  ERi'AVHERE  Oil  the  lochs  of  the  famous  summer- 
season  trouting  districts  of  the  Highlands  of  Scot- 
land the  angling  for  brown  trout  is  now  getting 
pretty  dreicli.  The  condition  of  the  “ troutie  ” is 
far  from  so  good  as  it  was  in  the  month  of  July 
Even  the  glutton  on  trout  gets  to  relish  the  heavy 
dishes  of  them  daily  for  breakfast  less  well  by  the 
middle  of  September. 

It  is  safe  to  jiredict  that  if  the  salmon  should 
come  forward,  there  will  very  soon  now  he  some 
rare  jinks  with  them  on  the  North  Esk  by  the 
boys  who  can  do  it  with  the  Grapplesaul.  This 
potent  and  popular  killer,  the  Scottish  Field 
piquaiitly  remarks,  possesses  the  power  to  pull 
out  a corpse  or  a caber  ! * 

Given  weather  and  water  both  right,  the  fin- 
nock or  whitling  should  be  found  mad  on  the 
feed  for  fly  by  this  time  of  the  autumn  on  the 
Imver  or  fairly  lower  reaches  of  most  of  the 
Scotch  Fast  Coast  rivers  between  the  Forth  and 
the  I indhorn  ; yet,  for  a period  of  ten  days  or  so 
anglers  fishing  for  them  have  nowhere  been 
meeting  with  much  success.  South  of  the  Spey 
all  the  rivers  have  gradually  run  down,  till  now 
they  are  so  low  that  the  fish  in  them  will  barely 
look  at  anything.  Before  sport  can  come  on 
rattling  good  there  will  require  to  be  altogether 
altered  conditions — from  calm  bright  weather 
with  dead  low  water,  to  rough  dark  days  with  a 
good  running  volume. 

Practically,  back-end  salmon  angling  sport  is 
as  ^ et  non-existent  by  reason  of  drought  and 
over-night  frost.  Three-fourths  of  the  autumn 
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salmon  rivers  liavo  been  steadily  rminiTig  down 
for  eight  or  ten  days>  with  the  result  that  now 
they  are  in  little  hotter  than  average  midsummer 
volume.  What,  then,  need  anglers  look  for  or 
expect,  so  long  as  the  weather  keeps  thus 
fine,  and  the  rivers  remain  so  low  and  clear? 
Fish  will  not  attempt  to  push  iidaiid ; nay, 
they  will  not  even,  in  mutihers  usual  for 
the  autumn,  come  i?)  about  to  the  coast.  At 
present  pros])ects  are  far  from  encouraging, 
yet  it  may  so  happen  that  in  a few  days  the  com- 
plexion of  matters  will  ho  entirely  altered.  At 
all  events,  not  until  we  have  a radical  change  of 
the  weather,  and  a good  deal  more  water,  can 
anglers  count  with  any  certainty  on  early 
success.  If  the  wind  would  only  go  into  another 
quarter,  and  get  harder  and  stronger,  fish  would 
soon  come  inshore,  and,  with  a flood  attending 
the  change,  the  back-end  run  would  begin  in 
earnest,  for  now  is  the  time  for  it.  Given  water 
enough,  cold  weather  with  showers,  and  the  all- 
important  “black”  blustering  wind  from  the 
land  would  soon  cause  the  fish  to  come  to  the 
coast,  make  for  the  rivers,  and  skittle  up  them 
quite  vigorously.  At  present  the  temperature  of 
the  water  is  all  right  for  good  angling,  hut  the 
same  cannot  exactly  he  said  of  the  air.  Until 
we  have  a radical  change  of  the  weather’s 
character,  and  a much  greater  volume  of  water 
in  the  rivers,  sport  must  remain  at  the  lowest 
ebb. 


On  Sept.  1,  three  specimens  of  this  form — 
Anarrhichas  mir.or — were  brought  to  Aberdeen 
market.  The  chief  peculiarity  in  this  wolf  fish 
is  that  it  wants  the  transverse  bars  always 
present  in  the  British  form,  and  has  instead  of 
these  a large  number  of  black  spots  distributed 
over  the  body,  chiefly  on  the  upper  surface.  This 
fish  has  been  looked  upon  by  some  as  a distinct 
species,  but  there  is  still  need  for  more  ample 
veriBcation  before  it  can  without  ilispute  hold 
such  a position.  In  every  instance  in  which 
this  fish  has  appeared  at  Aberdeen  it  has  been 
brought  by  the  trawl  fishers  from  the  vicinity 
of  Iceland,  where  it  is  common,  as  also  along  the 
shores  of  Greenland  and  Russia. 

On  several  of  the  crack  east  coast  autumn 
ralmon  rivers  a good  many  anglers  that  had 
mustered  for  the  fishing,  and  for  over  a week 
pegged  in  without  any  success,  gave  up  their 
efforts  this  week,  and  abandoned  the  river  side 
without  any  intention  of  returning  thereto 
until  there  is  three  times  the  volume  of  water 
running. 

A i'RiEND  writes  me  that  “ there  was  I’eally 
nothing  doing,  worthy  of  mention,  at  any  time 
during  the  season  on  the  Beauly,  Connon,  Black- 
water,  or  other  waters  of  the  eastern  districts  of 
Inverness  and  Ross-shires.  It  was  a disastrous 
season — the  worst  I have  ever  known  to  anglers 
all  round  for  salmon,  grilse,  and  sca-trout.” 


In  the  angling  on  the  first  fishery  of  the  west 
coast  of  Scotland,  to  wit,  the  Lochy  and  Spean, 
there  is,  writes  a friend,  “ still  no  improvement, 
nor  will  there  be  any  improvement  this  year  now, 
I conclude.  Weather  again  dry  and  bright,  and 
the  water  low.  I may  mention  that  my  copy  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  July  29  only  reached 
me  here  last  week.  The  original  addi  ess  on  the 
wrapper  was  correct,  hence  it  is  curious  that  the 
paper  should  have  been  taken  the  tour  of  India  to 
get  to  Lochaber.”  


On  the  Loch  of  Stenness  iii  Orkney  some 
anglers  had  capital  sport  with  the  big  trout 
during  the  latter  part  of  last  week. 


1 UNDEBSTANT)  that  Iladdo  House,  the  family 
seat  of  Lord  Aberdeen,  along  with  the  extensive 
low  ground  shootings,  and  the  fine  trout  and 
salmon  fishings  will  bo  let  during  the  tenure  of 
his  Lordshij)’s  office  in  Canada  as  Governor- 
General  of  the  Dominion. 


Not  a thing  is  being  done  on  Dee,  Don,  or 
Deveron  by  anglers  among  the  back-end  salmon, 
which  have  not  yet  ascenued  in  at  all  appreciable 
numbers  to  give,  if  not  sport,  at  least  a good 
chance  of  it. 


li'  confined  to  a limited  range  of  flies  of  small 
sine  with  which  to  fish  the  autumn  salmon  rivers 
of  Scotland  all  round  before  the  beginning  of  the 
rough  cold  rattling  weather  with  heavy  waters  of 
low  temperature,  1 think  1 would  choose,  as  likely 
to  cover  most  conditions  and  provide  the  best 
variety,  the  following  six:  Silver  Doctor,  Black 
Doctor,  Childers,  Dusty  Miller,  Jock  Scott,  and 
J'hunder  and  Lightning.  Of  coui'se  Eagles  are 
the  best  flies  for  late  evening  fishing  eveiy where 
the  whole  autumn  throughout. 


A DAY’S  TROUT  FISHING  IN 
ULSTER. 


J'o  my  brothers  of  the  rod  across  the  channel 
who  may'  know  but  little  concerning  the  fishing 
in  the  province  of  Ulster,  a short  account  of  a day 
spent  in  the  north  of  the  counf.ies  Antrim  and 
Ijondoudeny  may  not  be  without  some  interest. 
My  personal  acf]uaintance  with  the  province  being 
limited  to  the  north-east  corner  of  it,  it  is  only 
of  the  counties  Antrim,  Down,  and  Londonderry 
that  I am  in  a position  to  speak.  Of  the  last 
mentioned  I know  the  least,  my  fishing  in  this 
county  being  limited  to  the  border  streams  flowing 
into  Lough  Neagh  and  theBann.  Antrim  is  par- 
ticularly rich  in  good  trout  streams,  of  which  the 
most  important  are  the  Crumlin,  Glenavy, 
Six-mile  Water,  and  the  Main,  flowing  into  Lough 
Neagh,  and  the  Bush,  Glenshesk,  Glendun,  and 
Glenariff,  all  of  which  flow  into  the  Irish  Sea,  not 
forgetting  the  Bann,  separating  the  counties 
Antrim  and  Londonderry.  Some  of  these  rivers 
have  large  tributaries,  among  which  may  bo 
mentioned  the  Clady  Water,  which  flows  into  the 
Six-mile  Water  near  Dunadry,  and  the  Braid, 
which  has  a course  of  about  fourteen  miles,  and 
empties  into  the  Main  at  Ballymena,  both  being 
excellent  trout  streams. 

In  County  Down  the  livers  are  almost  as 
numerous,  the  most  important  being  the  Upper 
Bann,  which  is  excellent,  especially  on  its  upper 
reaches,  from  Ballyroney  to  Hilltown  being  the 
pick  of  the  water.  Of  the  smaller  .streams  the  best 
are  the  Crossgar,  Dundrum,  and  Kilkeel  waters. 
In  all  these,  and  also  in  several  of  the  Antrim 
rivers  mentioned,  good  white  trout  fishing  can  be 
bad  late  in  the  season.  Most  of  our  rivers  are 
fjuite  free,  and  though  one  might  suppose  such 
freedom  would  before  long  lead  to  the  extinction 
of  the  fish,  such  does  not  seem  to  be  the  case. 
The  country  abounds  in  good  streams,  and  fisher- 
men are  not  sufficiently  numerous  to  bring  about 
this  sad  state  of  things.  No  doubt  were  poach- 
ing, Ac  , carried  on  freely  such  might  result,  but 
with  the  authorities  well  on  the  alert,  and  the 
heavy  penalties  imposed  on  poachers  when 
detected,  there  is  not  much  to  fear  on  this  score. 
The  finny  inhabitants  of  the  streams  and  lakes 
of  Ulster  have  not  yet  become  sceptical,  but,  in  a 
greater  or  lesser  degree,  bold  the  simple  faith  of 
their  forefathers.  The  success  of  the  angler  is, 
therefore,  more  certain  than  in  many  of  the  more 
fished  waters  of  England,  and  those  who  are 
content  with  small  fish,  and  plenty  of  them,  with 
an  occasional  good  one,  need  seldom  be  dis- 
aj)pointed. 

However,  as  the  object  of  my  present  communi- 
cation is  not  to  give  a general  description  of  the 
rivers  of  North-east  Ulster,  but  of  one  particular 
day’s  fishing,  I will  now  proceed,  apologising  for 
the  digression.  'I'he  day  I have  chosen  is  by  no 
means  a red-letter  one,  but  I select  from  my  diary 
one  when  things  generally  were  dead  against 
sport,  atid,  from  this  account  of  an  unfavourable 
day,  I shall  leave  it  to  the  reader  to  judge  the 
probable  results  of  a really  “ likely  ” one. 

Being  in  receipt  of  an  invitation  from  a friend 
to  stay  with  him  for  a few  days’  fishing,  a bright 
morning  at  the  end  of  May  found  me  seated  in 
the  train  on  my  way  to  the  flourishing  little  town 
of  Ballj  money.  Arrived  at  the  station  I was 
soon  on  a jaunting  car,  and,  after  a drive  through 
lants  sweet  with  wild  rose  and  woodbine,  my 
friend’s  pretty  house,  nestling  on  the  hillside 
among  its  fine  trees,  appeared  in  sight.  There  is 
nothing  to  C((ual  the  hearty  welcome  of  an  old 
friend  and  especially  of  .a  brother  sportsman,  and 
on  this  occasion  nothing  was  wanting  to  make 
me  feel  at  home  from  the  moment  I entered  the 
hospitable  doors.  The  sun  was  yet  high  in  the 
heavens,  my  start  from  my  more  southern  home 
having  been  an  early  one.  After  a short  rest  the 


trap  was  at  the  door,  and  in  a few  minutes,  a 
fishing  neighbour  having  in  the  meantime  joined 
us,  wo  were  off,  with  rods,  landing-nets,  and  all 
the  necessary  etceteras  for  a long  day’s  fishing, 
and  also  a well-packed  luncheon-basket  sufficient 
to  stave  off!  the  pangs  of  hunger  till  midnight. 
My  host  was  not  sanguine  of  success,  no  rain 
having  fallen  for  many  weeks,  the  rivers  being  at 
their  lowest. 

Our  day’s  programme  included  some  time  on 
the  Bann,  but  as  those  having  the  rights  of  the 
salmon  fishing  in  this  river  do  not  permit  wading 
till  after  sunset,  we  intended  putting  in  the 
intervening  time  on  a smaller  stream,  a tributary 
of  the  great  Bann.  Toward  the  Agivey  river 
we  therefore  directed  our  course,  and,  after  a 
delightful  drive  through  charming  scenery — the 
morning  being  perfect — and  crossing  the  Bann 
by  the  fine  bridge  which  spans  it  at  this  place, 
we  were,  in  about  an  hour,  before  the  house  of  a 
friendly  farmer,  where  our  horse  was  to  be  taken 
care  of.  Tbe  Agivey  runs  close  by  this  farm- 
house, and  no  time  was  lost  in  getting  on  the 
water,  which  we  were  not  surprised  to  find  very 
low  and  clear.  The  sun  being  very  bright  and 
already  hot,  I saw  at  once  that  fly  would  be  use- 
less. and  the  only  chance  of  sport  was  Stewart 
tackle  and  wade  up  stream.  This  style  of 
angling,  owing  to  the  very  frequent  state  of 
clearness  and  lowness  of  some  of  our  smaller 
streams  in  dry  seasons,  I have  practised  for 
some  years  with  considerable  success.  We  bad 
donned  our  long  waders,  and  so,  with  a supply  of 
well-kept  worms,  were  suitably  equipped  for  this 
form  of  fishing.  Having  only  four  hours,  as  wo 
were  to  be  back  at  the  farm  at  four  o’clock,  we 
lost  no  time  in  getting  to  work.  Entering  the 
river  at  the  tail  of  a long,  deep  pool,  I waded  up 
the  middle,  and,  having  reached  the  most  likely 
spot,  cast  my  worm  up  before  me  into  the  run  of 
water  at  the  head  of  the  pool.  The  lure  had 
hardly  time  to  sink  a couple  of  inches  when  it 
was  seized  by  a hungry  trout,  which,  after  a 
short  but  determined  fight,  found  itself  in  the 
landing-net.  My  tackle  being  of  the  lightest 
description,  tbe  gut  a fine  tapered  fly  cast  with 
one  small  shot  for  sinker,  fish,  when  hooked,  had 
to  be  carefully  handled.  However,  as  on  this 
occasion  none  were  large,  few  got  away.  The 
Agivey,  which  is  a charming  specimen  of  the 
Ulster  trout  stream,  abounds  in  runs  and  deep 
pools,  and  is  excellent  for  fly  when  in  good 
condition.  At  the  end  of  three  and  a half  hours 
it  is  time  to  turn.  The  fun  has  been  fairly  fast 
and  furious,  and  on  unloading  my  basket  I find 
I have  seventeen  and  a half  brace  of  brown  trout, 
some  of  which  are  not  bad  fish,  though  none  of 
them  large.  Rejoining  my  host,  who  I find  has 
not  been  equally  fortunate  with  the  worm,  being 
practically  new  to  this  modus  operandi,  we  wend 
our  way  back  to  the  farm,  where  we  find  the  trap 
in  readiness  for  the  road.  Here  we  meet  our 
companion,  who  has  fished  with  the  stone-fly 
creeper  (or  “ clock,”  as  it  is  called  here)  with 
some  success. 

It  is  half  past  seven  when  we  put  up  our  horse- 
at  a cottage  on  the  banks  of  the  River  Bann.  On 
the  shoT'es  on  both  sides  of  the  river  are  numerous 
fishermen  making  up  reserve  casts  or  donning 
their  waders,  all  waiting  for  the  disappearance  of 
the  sun  to  dro])  into  tne  stream.  Keepers  are- 
also  on  guard  to  ])revent  wading  too  early.  Like 
the  Agivey,  the  Bann,  though  still  a mighty 
stream,  is  at  present  low,  in  some  j)laces  great 
boulders  which  do  not  often  show  their  heads 
D]ipearing  above  the  surface.  Every  now  and 
then  a fish  rises  with  a .splash,  each  ri.se 
adding  to  the  impatience  of  the  fishermen  oit 
the  banks.  At  last,  however,  a general  move  i» 
made  for  the  river,  and  one  by  one  we  all  wade 
in,  and  take  up  our  various  positions  in  mid- 
stream. It  is  with  some  difficulty  I make  ray 
way  through  the  deep,  fast-llowing  water;  but 
after  a time  I get  accustomed  to  the  rough  and 
slippery  bottom  and  the  ])rcssure  of  the  wild 
roaring  waters  beating  against  mo,  and  before 
long,  mid  the  splash  of  rising  fish,  1 forgot  ray 
fears  and  stand  breast  deep  without  a thought  of 
the  conse<|uencos  of  an  upset.  The  current  is 
very  strong  in  places,  and  the  depth  varies 
greatly.  'I'he  landing  net  handle  is  hero  of  great- 
service,  and  used  as  a sounding  rod  to  test  the 
prudence  of  the  next  step  is  invaluable.  The  flies 
we  are  using  are  Golden  Olives  and  large  Wick- 
hams. Soon  I am  into  a good  fish,  which  hurls- 
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itself  out  of  the  water  and  is  gone,  taking  the  fly 
with  it — a beauty  of  a couple  of  jjounds.  The 
fish  are  not  rising  well,  but  nevertheless  some 
good  ones  are  being  creeled  by  those  around  me. 
The  natural  fly  to  which  the  fish  are  rising,  a 
soft-bodied  creatui'e  of  an  olive  shade  (locally 
known  as  the  “ Bani\  Fly  "),  is  in  sw.irins  all  over 
the  water,  and  the  tickling  sensation  caused  by 
their  fluttering  round  one’s  ears,  and  into  one’s 
face,  is  very  distracting.  It  is  now  as  dark  as  it 
A\  ill  be  this  cloudless  summer  night,  and  it  will 
soon  be  time  to  look  after  the  horse  and  trap.  It  is 
nearly  eleven  o’clock,  and,  though  my  neighbours 
have  had  some  sport,  I am  still  without  a fish. 
The  rise  is  almost  over,  only  an  occasional  splash 
announcing  that  some  of  the  larger  fish  have  not 
quite  satisfied  their  hunger.  I try  another  cast 
and  feel  a strong  pull  on  the  line.  I strike  firmly, 
and  am  no’w  into  a nice  fish.  The  strong  current 
in  which  he  is  hooked  adds  considerably  to  his 
apparent  weiaht,  and  bends  ray  light  rod  threaten- 
ingly, and  I am  glad  when  I have  him  safe 
in  the  net.  I am  surprised,  however,  to  find  that 
he  is  only  a 11b.  fish,  but  in  the  pink  of  condition. 
On  regaining  the  bank  I find  my  friends  have 
been  ranch  more  fortunate,  though  there  is  a 
pretty  general  grumble  at  the  poorness  of  the 
rise.  It  is  somewhat  comforting  to  know  I am 
not  much  worse  off  than  some  of  my  brother 
fishers.  My  host  has  three  good  fish,  each  over  a 
pound  weight,  and  in  beautiful  condition,  while 
our  companion  has  also  some  fine  ones.  The  Bann 
trout  is  as  good  to  eat  as  he  is  to  kill ; the  flesh 
being  of  a very  decided  pink — almost  the  colour 
of  salmon. 

So  ended  my  first  of  sever.al  happy  days  spent 
in  North  Antrim,  and  when,  after  refreshing  the 
inner  man,  the  pipe  of  peace  having  been  more 
than  once  burnt  out,  we  turned  in,  wo  had  the 
satisfaction  of  feeling  our  repose  was  well  earned. 

I trust  that  this  rough  sketch  of  a day’s  sport 
— a most  unf.avourable  day  be  it  remembered — 
may  inspire  some  of  my  readers  in  England,  who 
are  weary  of  the  beaten  track  and  anxious  to 
break  new  ground,  with  the  desire  to  wave  the 
magic  wand  over  the  lakes  and  streams  of  Ulster. 

CIarkaxauu.” 


ANCLING  AT  EAST  UECKHAM, 


There  is  a train  starts  from  London  Bridge  at 
S.23  a.rn,,  due  at  Paddock  Wood  at  third- 

class  fare  2s.  ll.ld. ; anglers’  tickets.  4s.  return. 
From  Paddock  Wood  to  East  I’eckham  is  about 
two  and  a half  miles.  Anglers  who  do  not  care  to 
walk  this  distance  can  alight  at  Tonbridge,  fare, 
:’>s.  :3d.  return,  tind  take  the  omnibus  to  East 
Peckham  for  (id.  A six  and  a half  miles  charming 
ride  through  a most  picturesque  country.  There 
is  plenty  of  accommodation  in  the  .shape  of  inns 
at  East  t’eckham.  viz.,  the  Kose  .and  Grown, 
Mitre,  Walnut  Tree,  (2ueen.  he.,  the  former  inn, 
close  to  Bran  Bridges,  being  well  patronised  by 
London  anglers.  'I’he  Medway  contains  a few 
trout,  pike,  perch,  bream,  chub,  tench,  carp, 
roach,  dace,  bleak,  gudgeon,  and  eels.  With 
respect  to  bream,  I heard  splendid  accounts  of 
large  shoals  seen  this  summer  at  various  points 
of  the  river,  more  especially  in  the  back  waters 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  East  Peckham,  but  these 
were  dead  off,  the  best  take  being  obtained  by 
the  well-known  local  angler,  “ Old  Aaron,”  who, 
after  being  out  all  night,  managed  to  circumvent 
five  of  these  artful  customers.  It  appears  to  me 
very  little  use  fishing  for  bream  in  the  day  time, 
for  after  ledgering  and  floating,  both  in  the 
splendid  pool  at  the  locks,  in  the  lovely  eddies 
below  the  “tumbling  bays’’ — so  called — and  the 
delightful  breamy-luoking  swims  in  the  back 
runs  between  the  locks,  with  gentles,  wasp  grubs, 
]iaste,  worms,  and  some  splendid  white  wheat 
prepared  by  “ Old  Aaron,’’  I only  took  one  bream 
after  ten  and  a half  hours’  close  fishing.  xVnd 
such  is  the  influence  of  this  fascinating  sport  on 
one,  that  one  wants  to  be  off'  in  less  than  twenty- 
fours  hours  to  “ fresh  w oods  and  pastures  new,” 
and  one  probably  will.  To  those  who  do  not  care 
for  iishiiig  all  night,  the  best  time  for  bream  is 
from  about  six  to  ten  in  the  evening,  and  from 
daybreak  to  about  nine  in  the  morning. 

A London  angler  who  had  been  out  all  night 
caught  only  three  small  bream.  I do  not  wonder 
at  this,  for  the  shank  of  his  hook  was  about  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch  in  length,  with  one  grain  of 


wheat  hanging  from  the  big  bend.  Shortly  after 
the  sun  had  gone  down  in  a sea  of  glory  (there 
was  not  a cloud  in  the  sky,  and  the  moon  was 
reflected  like  a globe  of  molten  silver  in  the  pool), 
my  friend  wanted  me  to  stay  out  all  night,  but  I 
refused  on  this  very  account,  and  “ 01(1  Aaron  ” 
told  us  on  the  following  day,  he  did  not  take  a 
bream  until  the  moon  bad  gone  down,  and  my 
friend,  for  a wonder,  admitted  that  I had  scored. 
The  two  favourite  baits  seem  to  be  creed  wheat 
and  paste,  many  bream  being  taken  by  the  former 
bait  in  this  remarkably  slow  stream,  the  main 
stream  (when  the  doors  are  closed)  being  much 
slower  than  the  slowest  swims  in  the  Lea,  the 
float,  except  when  a barge  squeezed  through  the 
lock,  for  the  most  part  remained  almost  still. 
The  very  beau  ideal  of  a stream  for  simply  Lea 
reaching. 

I have  no  doubt  that  with  swims  properly 
baited  the  Medway  would  yield  splendid  sport,  if 
one  could  catch  it  right,  for  it  seemed  to  me  full 
of  fish,  but  the  difficulty  is  to  catch  it  right. 
Pish,  and  more  especially  bream,  evidently  move 
about,  because  they  are  sometimes  taken  in 
places  where  the  catches  cannot  be  repeated  even 
after  a short  lapse  of  time.  In  some  rivers  I 
couldmentioD.  one  canoften  catch  fish  of  some  sort, 
though  other  sorts  will  not  touch  the  baits  offered, 
but  wdth  the  one  solitary  exception  of  a few 
wretched  shoestrings,  they  all  seemed  alHicted 
with  the  same  complaint.  There  can  be  no 
question  that  a large  amount  of  food  is  blown 
into  the  river  from  overhanging  trees,  also  from 
the  woods  and  osier  beds  that  come  up  to  and 
fringe  its  banks  ; but  one  would  scarcely  think 
that  this  would  account  for  the  non-success  of 
so  many  anglers.  The  chief  swims  patronised 
at  East  Beckham  are  the  Bream  Hole,  situated  at 
the  sweetly  pretty  bend  of  the  river  nearly 
opposite  the  big  flour,  Ac.,  mill;  the  Bool,  fishing 
from  the  broken  bank  nearest  the  village ; the 
Oak  Tree  Swim,  and  the  Two  Chestnut  Trees  Swim, 
some  little  distance  below  the  Bool  on  the  towing- 
path  side  of  the  river ; whilst  higher  up  there 
are  some  capital  swim.s  comparatively  free  from 
weeds  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  first  and 
second  locks;  also  above  Waggon  Bridge  and  so 
on  towards  the  town  of  Tonbridge.  An  old  local 
angler,  who  was  fishing  for  bream  just  below  the 
tumbliug  bay  with  two  terrific  rods  of  the  most 
appalling  dimensions,  and  two  tremendous  porcu- 
pine cork- balanced  floats,  sticking  quite  five 
inches  out  of  the  water,  dancing  about  like  a pair 
of  miniature  life-buoys  in  the  foamy  stream,  and 
who  would  have  made  a splendid  Zulu  chief,  said, 
“ Depend  on't,  we  shall  get  no  ‘ brim  ’ to  bite  in 
this  yere  river  until  she  is  reglar  scoured  out ; 
the  watter  is  rael  stale,  sir.”  In  the  winter  the 
meadows  about  here  are  often  flooded,  and  the 
river  is  so  thick  and  muddy'  that,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  it  is  unfishable.  Old  Hand. 


FOSTER’S  NEW  STEEL  RIBBED 
RODS. 

We  have  received  two  rods  from  Messrs. 
Foster,  of  Ashbourne,  which  have  been  filled  up 
with  their  latest  and  very  ingenious  improve- 
ments in  the  application  of  steel  for  the  purpose 
of  adding  to  the  strength,  stiffness,  and  elasticity 
of  split  cane  and  other  rods.  \ cry  strong,  fine 
steel  wire,  which  has  been  flattened,  is  wound 
spirally  round  the  joints.  There  are  two  spirals 
upon  each  joint,  and  each  wire  is  made  to  pass 
under  and  over  its  neighbour,  but  in  an  opjiosite 
spiral,  so  that  the  appearance  given  to  the  rod  is 
as  if  it  were  covered  with  steel  network. 

Messrs.  Foster  claim  for  these  rods  a very  high 
tension  power  and  resistance  to  breakage,  and 
that  the  principle  of  the  ap])lication  of  the  wire 
is  strictly  in  accordance  with  that  which  nature 
jjrovides  in  the  various  forms  of  plants  and  trees 
which  require  to  undergo  ofttimes  the  heavy  strain 
of  gales.  One  has  but  to  look  at  a whole  cane,  for 
example,  and  he  will  notice  how  the  outside 
contains  the  hardest  and  the  strongest  material ; 
as  in  the  wheat  stem,  so  in  the  cane,  the  silicious 
material  is  deposited  on  the  outside  in  a com- 
paratively thin  layer,  and  yet  it  lends  such  im- 
mense strengch  and  stability  to  both  plants.  One 
also  knows  how  easily  the  cane  may  be  broken 
across  if  but  the  silica  is  scratched  oil  circularly 
by'  means  of  the  point  of  a knife. 
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Not  having  a convenient  opportunity  for  trying 
them  just  at  present,  we  gave  the  rods  to  one 
of  our  friends,  who  is  a practical  angler,  so  that 
he  might  give  us  his  candid  opinion  upon  them, 
and  he  reports  to  us  : “ Of  the  two  rods  which  I 
tested,  the  little  one,  which  in  form  is  round,  I 
found  so  whippy  that  I could  not  do  any  good 
with  it,  m fact,  I found  it  did  not  suit  my  hand 
at  all ; neither  could  a friend,  who  was  fishing 
with  me,  for  the  same  reason  cast  a fly  with  it ; 
but  the  other  rod,  hexagonal  built,  I found  to  be 
a very  effective  and  powerful  one.  I used  it  on 
five  different  days  dry  fly-fishing  for  trout  and 
grayling.  When  the  weather  was  calm  I could 
cast  a very  long  line  with  it,  but  when  the  wind 
was  boisterous  and  contrary  I could  not  get  on  so 
well  as  with  my  two-pieced  greenheart.  I tried 
the  steel-bound  rod  with  several  lines,  and  found 
I could  throw  farthest  with  the  lightest  line,  an 
experience  which  is  different  from  the  action  of  my 
split  cane  Malleson.  The  final  test  of  this  rod  was 
the  other  day,  when  I caught  several  trout  from 
21b  to  :l|lb.  weight,  fishing  with  a wet  fly.  The 
action  of  the  rod  was  spleudid,  and  its  power  in 
killing  the  fish  grand,  and  I noted  that  though 
the  fish  were  strong  and  heavy,  and  that  it  was 
necessary  to  put  on  a good  deal  of  pressure  to 
avoid  fouling  in  trees  and  banks,  after  the  fi.sh 
were  landed  the  rod  came  back  perfectly  straight, 
thereby  exhibiting  its  fine  elasticity.  As  regards 
the  winch  fittings  I am  not  in  love  with 
them,  though  they  are  very  ingenious  ; being 
made  of  soft  india-rubber,  they  will  only- 
take  a certain  time  before  oxidation  takes 
place,  and  the  rubber  becomes  brittle.  As 
regards  the  handle,  the  rubber  caused  me  to 
blister  my  thumb  ; for  the  same  reason  I have  a 
dislike  to  cork.  I covered  the  handle  of  my 
Malleson  with  leather,  which  I find  for  natural 
reasons  to  be  much  superior.  Berspiration  from 
one’s  thumb  passes  into  and  through  the  leather, 
but  is  retained  by  both  cork  and  rubber.  Of 
course  one  can  get  over  the  difficulty  by  the  use 
of  a kid  glove,  as  I have  seen  several  anglers  do  ; 
but  it  is  infinitely  better  to  handle  your  rod  with 
the  naked  hand,  than  with  it  covered. 

“ I may  mention  that  when  I was  fishing  for  the 
large  trout  I encountered  a thunderstorm,  and 
that  as  I have  no  desire  to  be  found  on  the  banks 
of  a river,  or  elsewhere,  fishing  with  a lightning 
conductor  in  my  hand,  I deemed  it  prudent  to 
take  down  the  rod  and  beat  a retreat  for  a couple 
of  hours  till  the  storm  was  over.  Though  we  but 
seldom  hear  of  an  angler  being  struck  by  light- 
ning, my  opinion  is  that  it  is  much  more  prudent 
to  avoid  such  a risk,  though  the  steel  be  in  the 
inside  or  on  the  outside  of  the  rod — cliacun  d son 
goat.” 

The  rods  will  be  shown  at  the  Gresham  Club 
Exhibition  on  September  19,  20,  and  21. 


NOTICES  OF  BOOKS. 


Angling  and  Hunting,  Ac.,  in  the  Adiron- 
DACKs  Wilderness  (Stoddart ; Glen  Falls,  New 
York  State). — It  is  a far  cry  to  the  “ Adirou- 
dacks  ” — for  most  anglers  ; but  there  are  many 
Britons  with  time  and  money  and  sporting  pro- 
clivities who  yearn  for  occupation  of  a less 
stereotyped  character  than  is  to  be  found  in  this 
isle,  but  lack  guidance  of  a reliable  and  trust- 
worthy kind.  Mr.  S.  R.  Stoddart  has  evidently 
been  aware  of  this  fact  connected  with  Britons, 
Americans,  and  many  others,  as  evidenced  in  his 
23rd  edition  of  “The  Adirondacks,”  which  just 
complies  with  the  wants  of  the  class  of  inquirers 
referred  to  above.  His  book  abounds  with 
pictorial  illustrations,  giving  a description  of 
notable  features  of  this  attractive  region  of  the 
North-West  Territory  of  America;  forestry  and 
its  forests,  their  condition  and  needs ; hints  con- 
cerning fish  and  fishing ; supplies  and  general 
outfit  for  camp  and  trail;  cost  and  manner  of 
reaching  the  various  resorts  ; list  of  hotels,  with 
their  capacity,  price  of  board,  Ac.  ; tables  of 
elevations  and  distances ; maps,  Ac.  The  book 
has  the  merit  of  being  up  to  date — 1893.  It 

recites  that  the  author,  twenty  years  ago,  made 
his  first  trip  to  the  heart  of  the  Adirondack 
Wilderness,  where  wild  grass  and  a host  of  shrub.s 
grew  on  spots  which  are  now  encircled  by  railways 
like  the  frame  of  a landing-net,  and  crossed  and 
branched  by  other  lines  which  reach  important 
stations,  or  lose  themselves  among  the  mountains 
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or  in  tlie  watery  highways  tliat  are  woven  in  a 
network  all  over  the  lake  region  of  the  West. 

The  term  “Adirondack”  appears  to  mean 
“ hark-eater,”  and  was  originally  applied  in 
derision  by  the  Indians  ot*  the  south  to  tribes 
occupying  the  northern  slope  of  the  interior, 
but  afterwards  was  applied  to  the  entire  wilder- 
ness, which  is  about  100  miles  scpiare,  and  is  now 
spotted  with  numerous  settled  Vcalleys  and 
clearings,  although  tangled  with  lakes  and 
streams,  and  sufficiently  blessed  with  good 
hotels,  whose  boarding  charges  run  from  one 
dollar  to  three  or  more  dollars  a day,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  traveller’s  wants.  It  is  pleasant  to 
learn  that  society  is  so  constituted  that  ladies, 
without  male  escort,  travel  with  absolute  security 
and  freedom  all  over  the  wilderness,  and  that 
ordinary  sporting  or  travelling  dress  is  no 
bar  to  “ correctness  and  propriety  ” anywhere. 
Hunting  is  standard  sport  ; deer  abound ; game 
of  the  smaller  variety,  such  as  partridges, 
squirrel,  &c.,  can  be  found  in  the  woods  any- 
where ; trout  are  to  be  found  in  most  of  the 
streams,  and  their  habits  and  peculiarities  are 
well  described,  along  with  suggestions  as  to  out- 
fit, mode  of  fishing — indeed,  the  chapter  on  this 
subject  reeks  with  charming  information. 

In  New  York  State  there  are  but  two  native 
species  of  trout — the  common  brook  or  speckled 
trout,  Snlvelimis  fontinalis,  and  the  lake  trout, 
miscalled  salmon  trout,  Salvel'mus  namayuish. 
13 ut  the  waters  of  the  Adirondacks  have  been 
wisely  and  generously  treated  to  the  introduction 
of  the  common  trout  of  Europe  (Salmo  fario)-, 
the  Loch  Leven  trout,  from  the  lake  of  the  same 
name  in  Scotland ; and  the  rainbow  trout,  from 
the  Pacific  slope.  Here  is  some  peculiar 
information  : 


When  the  ice  has  gone  from  the  streams  and  ponds, 
and  the  sun  has  warmed  the  waters  a trifle,  brook  trout 
will  be  found  in  the  deep  water  and  holes  of  the  hrwks, 
and  it  is  hard  work  to  get  them  to  rise  to  a fly.  They 
probably  know  that  flies  are  out  of  season  at  this  time. 

If  the  fishing  fever  is  on,  you  must  take  a plebeian  worm, 
and  let  it  lie  on  the  bottom  until  it  is  sucked  in  by  some 
lazy  trout ; then  yank.  A little  later,  when  snow  water 
is  a thinj?  of  the  past,  and  the  fruit  trees  are  in  bloom, 
and  the  black  fly  and  the  May-fly  are  out  to  devour  and 
be  devoured,  and  the  lazy  trout,  by  exercise  on  the  Jins 
and  in  rough  water,  has  become  an  athlete,  then  take 
your  rod,  attach  the  patrician  fly,  and  cast  ever  so 
gently  at  the  head  of  the  riffs,  where  a stone  makes  a 
little  eddy,  working  down  gradually  to  the  pool  at  the 
foot  of  the  rapids,  where  the  heads  of  the  family 
“ receive,”  if  they  have  not  already  anticipated  your 
visit  by  going  up  the  riffs  like  a quarter-horse,  and  taken 
your  fly  with  a leap  that  shows  you  what  you  have  to 
contend  with.  As  the  weather  grows  warmer  they  will 
drop  back  to  the  deep  shady  holes,  invigorated  and 
fattened  by  their  visit  to  the  gray elled-bot tom  rapids. 

It  may  be  that  you  will  now  be  obliged  to  return  to  the 
worm  or  to  a live  chub  or  shiner,  or  the  tail  of  either, 
that  when  it  is  let  down  into  the  hole  with  the  current 
and  drawn  up  stream,  it  will  whiil  like  a thing  oi  lite. 

I say  yon  may  be  obliged  to  resort  to  this,  for  there  are 
holes  in  streams  where  it  would  be  folly  to  attempt  to 

cast  a fly.  . i 4.  -i. 

As  to  flies,  most  people  have  their  own  ideas  ; hut  it 
may  be  well  to  say  that  out  of  the  countless  number  ot 
flies,  some  of  them  unlike  anything  under  the  sun,  the 
Red,  Black,  Brown  and  Gray  Hackles,*  tied  both  as  a 
plain  hackle  and  palmer  fashion ; Coachman,'  i ellow 
Professor,*  Light  and  Dark  Pox,*  Black  Gnat,*  Green 
Drake,*  March  Brown  * Fin  Fly,'*  White  Miller,  Mon- 
treal,* Parmachene  Bell,*  Grizzly  King,*  and  tiueeii  of 
the  Water,*  constitute  a good  supply  if  one  takes  a halt 
dozen  of  each.  Even  this  is  considered  by  some  too 
many.  I think  I am  safe  in  sa-ying  that  the  largest 
trout  are  caught  at  dusk  or  during  starlight  or  moon- 
light nights  ; if  I am  too  broad  in  making  this  assertion, 

I will  modify  it  by  saying  large  trout  may  be  caught  at 
this  time  by  using  a White  Miller,  or  a fly  in  which 
white  predominates;  and,  too,  you  must  use  a larger 

hook  than  the  one  you  used  during  the  day. 

The  Coachman  for  trout  is  as  standard  as  the  Jock 
Scott  or  Silver  Doctor  for  salmon,  and  for 
years  stood  first  in  my  estimation  as  a trout  fly.  A halt 
dozen  or  more  years  ago,  Mr.  B.  B.  Marston,  editor  ot 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  London,  sent  me  some  samples  ot 
Marston’s  Fancy,  a fly  that  was  named  for  him,  and  i 
found  it  to  he  more  killing  than  the  Coachman  in  small 
streams  where  the  trout  are  highly  educated  in  ento- 
mology, and  my  fly  books  are  now  never  without  a 
supply  of  these  flies.  ,,  , 

While  I advise  O’Shaughnessey  or  Kinsey  sneUed 
hooks  for  bait  fishing,  I believe  the  best  hook  on  whi,^h 
to  dress  a fly  is  the  Pennell  Limerick  or  Pennell  on.eck, 
hook  made  by  W.  Bartleet  and  Sons,  the  former  tor 

large  flies,  and  the  latter  for  small  ones. 

The  Lake  tront,  although  it  will  take  a fly  at  tunes,  is 
usually  caught  by  trolling.  The  modus  o-perandt  is  as 
follows  ; With  a springy  trolling  rod,  a balance  multiply- 
ing reel  to  hold  100  yards  of  braided  silk,  or  linen  line 

♦ Those  indicated  by  a star  are  imiiortaut,  and  should  be  in 
every  collection. 


No.  f,  loaders  six  feet  long  of  single  gut,  and  a minnow 
gang,  which  is  made  by  tying  (i,  1)  or  12  hooks  in  groups 
of  three  to  a length  of  twisted  gut  with  a single  lip  hook 
about  one  and  a half  inches  above  the  upper  group  o 
hooka,  a gaff  hook,  and  a pail  of  minnows  completiiig  the 
outfit.  Lake  trout  fishing  is  in  order  as  soon  as  the  ice 
loaves  the  lakes,  for  then  the  fish  are  at  the  surface  of 
the  water,  and  it  is  really  tlie  only  time  that  they  afford 
sport  in  .the  catching,  as  it  cannot  be  considered  sport  to 
troll  with  a heavy  sinker  at  the  bottom  in  100  or  more 
feet  of  water,  so  put  your  rod  together,  put  on  your  reel, 
pass  your  line  through  the  standing  guides  of  your  rod, 
attach  your  leader  and  minnow  gang,  put  the  up  hook 
through  both  lips  of  the  live  bait,  bond  the  bait  and  put 
one  of  the  group  hooks  through  the  back  of  the  bait 
behind  the  back  fin  in  such  a manner  as  to  make  it 
revolve  when  drawn  slowly  through  the  water.  Dt  iate 
yekrs  I have  used  the  Archer  Spinner  in  place  of  the 
gang,  for  when  the  minnow  is  impaled  on  the  spindle  ot 
th  e spinner  it  must  whirl,  and  the  wings  of  the  spinner 
hold  the  minnow  fast  and  thus  it  is  a bait  saver,  an 
important  matter  in  spring  trolling  when  bait  fash  are 
scarce. 

Guides,  as  the  book  tells  us,  are,  more  or  less,  a 
necessity  for  travellers  who  seek  the  various 
gateways  of  this  region.  A tariff  of  charges  for 
these  people  is  a very  useful  feature  m Mr.  btoa- 
dart’s  cleverly-constructed  treatise;  as,  also,  is 
the  detailed  instruction  on  everything  necessary 
to  be  provided  before  starting. 

“Long  Casts  and  Sure  Rises  ” is  the  title  of  a 
shillino-  brochure,  published  by  Remington  and  Co., 
and  written  by  Mr.  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole.  Several 
of  the  papers  have  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
but  will  nevertheless  bear  a re-perusal,  containing, 
as  they  do,  that  most  judicious  admixture  ot 
instruction  with  description, 

writers  of  “Fishing  Experiences.  About  IbO 
pages  are  devoted  to  the  following  stories  ; Mad 
Mu.dge,”  “At  Slapton  Ley,”  ^ ^ 

Yellow,”  “Three  Delightful  Days,’  “ A Last  I) ay 
among  the  Pike,”  “A  Trouting  Reverie,  An 
Aimling  Incident  Foretold,’  “ Free  Trout  1 ish- 
ing”on  the  Bowmont,”  “Fancy  Trout  PheS;  A 
Tale  of  a Pie,”  “Bob  Webbs  Big  Day,  In 
Flood”  “Sir  Thomas  Dick  Lauder,  Bart,  as  an 
Angler,”  “ Christmas  at  the  Clubs,”  and  “ Lady 
Anglers  and  Anglers’  Wives.”  The  book  is 
niedy  printed  in  bold  type  in  a convenient  size 
for  the  pocket,  and  will,  no  doubt,  be  widely  read, 
either  on  a long  railway  journey  to  and  from  an 
angling  outing,  or  in  the  easy-chair  under  the 
shade  of  the  lamp,  during  these  fast- shortening 
autumnal  evenings.  If  only  every  reader  o 
the  Fishing  Gazette  should  invest  a shilling  in 
Mr.  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole’s  book,  we  predict  a big 
sale  for  “ Long  Casts  and  Sure  Rises. 


“ Fishing  Incipents  and  Ada  entures  : W^ith  a 
Descriptive  Sketch  of  all  the  Principal  Lochs  of 
Perthshire;  also  a Day  on  Loch  Doon  and 
Lochindorb,  the  Dee,  Tweed,  Findhorn  Ac.,  is 
the  title  of  a lieautifully  printed  book  by  Malcolm 
Ferguson,  author  of  “ A Tour  Through  Orcadia 
“ Rambles  in  Breadalbane,”  &c.  It  is  published 
by  John  Leng  and  Co.,  of  Dundee,  and  Messrs. 
Macniven  and  Co.,  of  Edinburgh.  Lovers  of 
angling  are  always  eager  to  read  fishing  incidents 
and  adventures,  and  those  of  our  readers  who 
may  lie  familiar  with  the  lovely  places  described 
bv  the  author  will  readily  admit  that  he  has  lost 
no  oppoi-i unity  of  presenting  his  “experiences 
in  a chatty  and,  we  may  add,  masterly  manner 
In  the  “Introductory  Note”  it  is  stated  that 
“ nearly  the  whole  of  the  fishing  sketches  and 
reminiscences  have  previously  appeared  in  punt. 

....  At  the  special  request  of  numerous  triencis, 

they  are  now  republished  in  book  form.  Ma  - 
colm  Fraser  has  done  well  to  yield  to  the  wishes 
of  his  numerous  friends,  for  “ Fishing  Incidents 
and  Adventures”  is  elaborately  bound,  printed 
on  good  paper,  contains  several  full-page  illus- 
trations, and  consists  of  1500  pages  of  interesting 
matter.  The  work  literally  bristles  with  local 
gossip,  old  traditions,  descriptions  of  scenery, 
poetry,  and,  in  fact,  everything  which  Jioes  to 
make  a volume  which  should  be  what  its  title 
implies,  a readable  collection  of  “ I ishiiig  Inci- 
dents and  Adventures.”  
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KEMINISCENCKS  OE  AN  OLD 
ANOLER. 

(Continued  from  xa^go  211.) 

By  E.  M.  Toi). 

April  15th,I887.  I killed  with  lly  a rare  fish  this 
day  in  the  Teviot.  I never  killed  another,  though  I 
understand  they  are  not  very  uncommon  far  down 
the  Tweed,  say,  from  Kelso  Bridge  downwards. 

It  is  there  locally  called,  I was  told,  the  ^ck- 
tail”  or  “ whiting,”  and  is,  no  doubt,  the  bull  oi 
sea-trout  in  a certain  stage;  but  with  all  my 
experience  on  the  Tweed  andTeviot,  it  is  fbeonly 
one  I ever  remember  above  Kelso  Bridge,  and  1 
have  never  fished  beloK.  He  cut  up  quite  red, 

and  ate  like  a salmon,  and  yet  was  only  a good 
Mb.  in  weight.  I record  it  here,  hoping  that  some 
more  “learned  brother”  may  throw  soine  bght 
on  it.  >Vas  it  a herling,  1 wonder,  such  as  one 
o-ets  in  the  Esk  at  Canobie  and  Metal  Bridge . 
if  not,  ^rhat  ? Certain  it  is  he  was  a foreigner  in 
ihe  Teviot.  I also  had  a few  nice  irout.  ibe 
river  had  fallen  very  low,  and  fishing  was  getting 
hopeless,  so  I went  over  and  lodged  at  bt. 
Bolwell’s,  on  the  T’weed,  from  the  20th  to  the 
29th.  Alas ! rain  disturbed  the  ^nver 

daily,  bringing  up  any  quantity  of  muck  froi 

the  Lttom,  and  sickening  both  the  angler  and  t 
trout.  On  the  25th  I had  one  dozen  tvoiit  one 
nearly  11b.  And  so  I was  sold  again,  and  yet 
not  altogether,  for  I used  to  love  T weedside,  and, 
Iconfesl  I still  love  to  wade  its  lovely  stieams 
and  pools,  and  recall  the  bright  days  of  long  ago, 
though  they  are  occasionallg  tinged  w ith  ^aluess. 

I have  not  dwelt  upon  this  part  oi  it,  toi  I don 
think  one  has  a right  to  ^f^ll  unduly  on  such 
thoughts  in  a fishing  article,  but  as  I wrote  Iron 
my  old  diary,  I could  scarcely  believe  that 
mLy  friends  had  passed  away;  and  one  was 
alino^st  tempted  to  (piote  Charles  Bambs  w .1 
known  lines,  each  verse  ending_^thus  . , 

are  gone,  the  old  familiar  faces  I hank  Cod  I 

have“  still  some  of  my  best  friends  left  1 but  for  al 
that,  the  music  of  many  a kind  voice  is  fot  ® 
hushed,  and  we  would  be  less  than  human  o/oi  geL 
Which  reminds  me  that  my  next  step  was  to 
Dovedale  in  October,  where  1 put  me  up  at  th 
Isaak  Walton  for  a few  days  quiet,  with  the 
cfaaiice  of  a grayling.  Also  1 longed  to  Dove- 
dale.  I was  the  only  piscator;  ^hero  wei^ 
ither  “fules”  about,  save  a young  (.uardsman, 
wSo  was  about  to  marry  Lady  «o-^^td-f^o  and 
who  was  a very  agreeable  fellow  ; and  then  i 
found  that  my  old  friend  W.  B.  hved  haidby 
and  just  before  leaving  I let  him  know  that  I was 
got  scoldod  tor  ..ot  --.'itpil  7"^ 
The  fact  is,  I wanted  the  freedom  of  the  Izaak 
Walton,  being  a bit  out  of  sorts,  and  not  caring 
to  eo  “a  visiting.”  But  what  ot  the  jisinng  . 
VVeS  in  the  Maiufold  1 hooked  and  landed  some 
fine  trout,  which  were  carefully  rot u rued  of  course. 
There  had  been  no  Hood  since  Maich 
mtmed.and  one  might  as  -11  try  to 
Test  trout  with  a Tay  salmon  1 y as  these  g ay 
Imcr  lying  111  the  Dove.  There  they  lay.  as  plainly 
visTble  as  if  in  a basin  ot  water,  the  1’“^^^' 
up  the  river  being  often  close  to  the  mai  g . ^ 
to  catch  them  was  quite  another  and 

soon  found  that  a walking-stick  m mj  l ight  hand 

o-ave  me  far  more  pleasure  than  a lod.  as  i 

Trainped  the  country  around  for  miles,  and  lovely 
much  of  It  truly  is.  The  fish  wj^uld  not  rise  when 
the  flv  was  “ on  no  worse  sign  could  there  oe 
— and^even  careful  wading  (from  below)  put 
down”  the  fish.  1 got  a lew 

from  -fib  to  lib.;  but  the  delighfiil  iialks  were 
wS  I nmst  eiq’oyed  during  .^but  bnet  -it^ 
Had  the  rivers  not  been  so  extiaoid  < y . 
dare  say  I should  have  fished  mure  and  iint/fed 

‘®'l888.  In  April  I '''‘'is  back  °u  Teffiot  ^ 
days  and  the  guest  of  my  old  schooltllou  , N . I>. 

On  the  14th  I fished  the  Teviot  a tew  hour., 
and  killed  three  nice  trout,  :;lb.  to  .^ib.  eac  i. 

Ibth.  Took  train  over  to  the  Iweed  , tisUed  the 
Tweed  at  Dry  burgh,  but  Old  nut  make  much  ot  it 
with  the  Hy,  so  tried  a small  Devon  minnow  and 
whiihiut  of  Mb.,  and  then  landcu  a 

soon  Kiileu  a ut  » i 1 

kelt  of  about  111b.  on  my  small  hy  lod,  w hich  I 
returned,  and,  having  taken  fave  nii;e  trout,  I 

trained  ” back  again.  i fi;,,,,  i’ll, 

17th.  Six  trout,  Rb.  each,  and  a whithng,  I rlb. 
(To  be  continued). 
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I nn  illustraUons  we  give  of  the  famous  fishiim 
house  ei-eetod  hy  Charles  Cotton,  over  two 
hundred  years  ago,  have  a somewhat  curious 
history.  i|,oy  appeared  first  as  iihotogravures 


puhlishers  of  that  capital  paper  that  we  should 
le  glad  to  buy  the  blocks  for  use  in  our  Walton 
JNumber,  and  they  kindly  sent  them  with  their 
compliments,  hut  too  late  for  the  sjoeci.al 


Entrance  to  Waeton  and  Cotton  Fishinu  House. 


we.  e„,e.  A,„e„e,.  | i; „ JSTe;" 


irom  the  i 

and  printed  in  Forest  and  FIream. 


In  the  July  number  of  Scribner’s  Ma(jazine  Mr. 
Henry  van  Dyke  has  written  an  admirable  article 
on  “Trout  Fishing  in  the  Traun.”  The  plea.sure 
of  its  peru»al  is  considerably  enhanced  by  illus- 
trations (six  ill  numborj,  and  makes  one  long  to 
spend  a holiday  in  such  a delightful  country 
amongst  the  trout  and  grayling.  'I'he  author 
says : — 

“ The  peculiarity  of  trout  fishing- in  the  Traun 
is  that  one  catches  principally  grayling.  But  in 
this  it  resembles  some  other  pursuits  which  are 
not  without  their  charm  for  minds  open  to  the 
pleasures  of  the  unexpected. 

“ Moreover,  there  are  really  trout  in  the  Traun, 
rari  nanfes  in  gurgite ; and  in  some  places  more 
than  in  others;  and  all  of  high  spirit,  though  few 
of  great  size.  Thus  the  angler  has  his  favourite 
problem:  (liven  an  unknown  stream  and  two 
kinds  of  fish,  the  one  better  than  the  other;  to 
find  the-better  kind,  and  determine  the  hour  at 
which  they  will  rise.  This  is  sport. 

A®  little  river  itself,  it  has  so  many 

beauties  that  one  does  not  think  of  asking 
whether  it  has  any  faults.  Constant  fulness,  and 
crystal  clearness,  and  refreshing  coolness  of 
iving  water,  pale  green  like  the  jewel  that  is 
c^led  aqua  marina  flowing  over  beds  of  clean 
sand  and  bars  of  polished  gravel,  and  dropping 
in  momentary  foam  Irom  rocky  ledges,  between 
banks  that  are  shaded  by  groves  of  fir  and  ash  and 
poplar,  or  through  dense  thickets  of  alder  and 
willow,  or  across  meadows  of  smooth  verdure 
sloping  up  to  quaint  old-world  villages — all  these 
are  features  of  the  ideal  little  river. 

“ A good  river  in  a bad  country  would  be  more 
worthy  of  allection  than  a bad  river  in  a good 
country.  But  the  Traun  has  also  the  advantages 
of  an  excellent  worldly  position.  For  it  rises  all 
over  the  Salzkammergut,  the  summer  hunting- 
grownd  of  the  Austrian  Emperor,  and  flows 
through  that  most  picturesf|ue  corner  of  his 
don^in  from  end  to  end.  Under  the  desolate 
cliffs  of  the  Todtengebirge  on  the  east,  and 
below  the  shining  ice-fields  of  the  Dachstein  on 
the  south,  and  from  the  green  alps  around  St. 
Wolfgang  on  the  west,  the  translucent  waters 
are  gathered  in  little  tarns,  and  shot  through 
roaring  brooks,  and  spread  into  lakes  of  wondrous 
beauty,  and  poured  through  growing  streams, 
until  at  last  they  are  all  united  just  below  the 
mimmer  villa  of  his  Kaiserly  and  Kingly  Alajesty, 

F rancis  Joseph,  and  flow  away  northward,  through 
the  rest  of  his  game-preserve,  into  the  Traunsee. 

It  is  an  imperial  jilayground,  and  such  as  I would 
consent  to  hunt  the  chamois  in,  if  an  inscrutable 
1 rovidence  had  made  me  a kingly  kaiser,  or  even 
a plain  king  or  an  unvarnished  kaiser.  But, 
failing  this,  I was  perfectly  content  to  spend  a 
tew  idle  days  in  fishing  for  trout  and  catching 
grayling,  at  such  times  and  places  as  the  law  of 
the  Au.striaii  Empire  allowed. 

“ It  was  in  the  town  of  Aussee,  at  the  junction 
of  the  two  highest  branches  of  the  Traun,  that 
this  impulse  came  upon  me,  mildly  irresistible. 

1 he  throngs  of  merry  Hebrews  from  Wenna  and 
uda-Iesth,  amazingly  arrayed  as  mountaineers 
and  milk-maids,  walking  up  and  down  the  narrow 
stieets  under  umbrellas,  had  Cleopatra’s  charm 
of  an  infinite  variety  ; hut  custom  staled  it.  The 
woodland  paths,  winding  everywhere  through  the 
jilantations  of  fir-trees  and  provided  with  appro- 
priate names  on  wooden  labels,  and  benches  for 
rest  and  conversation  at  discreet  intervals,  were 
too  moist  for  even  the  nymphs  to  take  delight  in 
them.  Ihe  only  creatures  that  suffered  nothino- 
by  the  ram  were  the  two  swift,  limpid  Trauns, 
racing  through  the  woods,  like  eager  and 
miabashed  lovers,  to  meet  in  the  middle  of  the 
village.  Ihey  were  as  clear,  as  joyous,  as  musical 
as  it  the  sun  were  sinning.  The  very  sight  of 
tlieu-  opalescent  rapids  and  eddying  pools  was  an 
invitation  to  that  gentle  sjiort  which  is  said  to 
have  the  merit  of  growing  better  as  the  weather 
grows  worse. 

“ I laid  this  fact  before  the  landlord  of  the 
hotel  of  the  Flrzherzog  Johann,  as  poetically  as  1 
could,  but  he  assured  me  that  it  was  of  no  con- 
sequence without  an  invitation  from  the  gentle- 
man to  whom  the  streams  belonged,  and  who 
had  gene  away  for  a week.  The  landlord  was 
such  a good-natured  person  and  such  an  excellent 
sleeper,  that  it  was  impossible  to  believe  that  he 
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could  have  oven  the  stTialleat  inaccuracy  upon 
liis  conscience.  So  1 hade  liitn  fai-ewell  and  took 
my  way  four  miles  tlu’on<;h  the  woods  to  the 
lake  from  which  one  of  the  streams  ilowed. 

“It  was  called  the  Griindlseo.  As  1 do  not 
know  the  origin  of  the  name  I cannot  consistently 
make  any  moral  or  historical  reflections  upon  it. 
But  if  it  has  never  Ijecome  famous,  it  ought  to 
be,  for  the  sake  of  a cosy  and  busy  little  inn, 
perched  on  a green  hill  beside  the  lake  and  over- 
looking the  whole  length  of  it,  from  the  groups 
of  toy  villas  at  the  loot  to  the  heaps  of  real 
mountains  at  the  head.  This  inn  kept  a thin  but 
happy  landlord,  who  provided  me  with  a blue 
licence  to  angle,  for  the  inconsideiable  sum  of 
fifteen  cents  a da}\  This  conferred  the  right  of 
fishing  not  only  in  the  Griindlsee,  but  also  in  the 
smaller  tarn  of  Toplitz,  a mile  above  it,  and  in 
the  swift  stream  which  united  them.  It  all 
coincided  with  my  desire  as  if  by  magic.  A row 
of  a couple  of  miles  to  the  head  of  the  lake,  and 
a walk  through  the  forest,  brought  me  to  the 
smaller  pond ; and  as  the  afternoon  sun  was 
ploughing  pale  furrows  through  the  showers,  1 
waded  out  on  a point  of  reeds  and  cast  the  artful 
fly  in  the  shadow  of  the  great  cliffs  of  the  Dead 
Mountains. 

“There  was  still  an  hour  or  so  of  daylight,  and 
a beautiful  place  to  fish  whei’e  the  stream  poui'ed 
swirling  out  into  the  lake.  A rise,  and  a large 
one,  though  rather  slow,  awakened  my  hopes. 
Another  rise,  evidently  made  by  a heavy  fish, 
made  me  certain  that  virtue  was  about  to  be 
rewarded.  The  third  time  the  hook  went  home. 

I felt  the  solid  weight  of  the  fish  against  the 
spring  of  the  red,  and  that  curious  thrill  which 
runs  up  the  line  and  down  the  arm,  changing, 
somehow  or  other,  into  a pleasurable  sensation 
of  e.xcitement  as  it  reaches  the  brain.  But  it  was 
only  for  a moment ; and  then  came  that  foolish, 
feeble  shaking  of  the  line  from  side  to  side  which 
tells  the  angler  that  he  has  hooked  a great,  big, 
leather- mouthed  chub— a fish  which  Izaak  Waltm 
says  ‘ The  French  esteem  so  mean  as  to  call  him 
Tin  Vilain.’  Was  it  for  this  that  I had  come  to 
the  country  of  Francis  Joseph  P 
“ I took  off  the  flies  and  put  on  one  of  tho.se 
phantom  minnows  which  have  immortalised  the 
name  of  a certain  Mr.  Brown.  It  swung  on  a 
long  line  as  the  boat  passed  back  and  forth  across 
the  current,  once,  twice,  three  time.s — and  on  the 
fourth  circle  there  was  a sharp  strike.  The  rod 
bent  almost  double  and  the  reel  sang  shrilly  to 
the  first  rush  of  the  fish.  He  ran ; he  doubled  ; 
he  went  to  the  bottom  and  sulked ; he  tried  to 
go  under  the  boat ; he  did  all  that  a game  fish 
can  do,  except  leaping.  After  twenty  minutes  he 
was  tired  enough  to  be  lifted  gently  into  the  boat 
by  a hand  slipped  around  his  gills,  and  there  he 
was,  a lachs-foTelle  of  three  pounds’  weight : 
small  pointed  head;  silver  sides  mottled  with 
dark  spots  ; stiuare  powerful  tail  and  large  fins— 
a fish  not  unlike  the  land-locked  salmon  of  the 
Saguenay,  but  more  delicate. 

^ Half  an  hour  later  he  was  lying  on  the  grass 
m front  of  the  inn.  The  waiters  paused,  with 
their  hands  full  of  dishes,  to  look  at  him ; and 
the  landlord  called  his  guests,  including  my 
didactic  tourists,  to  observe  the  superiority  of 
the  trout  of  the  Griindlsee.  The  maids  also  came 
to  look  ; and  the  buxom  cook,  with  her  spotless 
aproii  and  bare  arms  akimbo,  was  drawn  from 
her  kitchen,  and  pledged  her  culinary  honour  that 
such  a,  praeht-lcerl  should  be  served  up  in  her  very 
best  style.  The  angler  who  is  insensible  to  this 
sort  of  indirect  flattery  through  his  fish  does  not 
exist.  Even  the  most  indifferent  of  men  thinks 
more  favourably  of  people  who  know  a good 
trout  when  they  see  it,  and  sits  down  to  his 
supper  with  kincly  leelings.  Possibly  he  reflects, 
(ilso,  upon  the  incident  as  a hint  of  the  average 
size  of  the  fish  in  that  neighbourhood.  He 
femembers  that  he  may  have  been  favoured  in 
this  case  beyond  his  deserts  by  good  fortune, 
and  resolving  not  to  put  too  heavy  a strain  upon 
it,  considers  the  next  place  where  it  would  be  well 
lor  him  to  angle. 

“By  far  the.  best  excursion  from  Hallstatt  was 
an  all-day  trip  to  the  Zwieselalp — a mountain 
wmeh  seems  to  have  been  especially  created  as  a 
point  of  view.  From  the  bare  summit  you  look 
right  into  the  face  of  the  huge,  snowy  Dachstein 
with  the  wild  lake  of  Gosau  gleaming  at  its  foot ; 
and  far  away  on  the  other  side  your  vision 
ranges  over  a confusion  of  mountains,  with  all 


the  white  peaks  of  the  I'yrol  stretched  along  the 
horizon.  Such  ^ wide  outlook  as  this  help.s  the 
fi.sherman  to  eu]oy  the  nari-ow  beauties  of  his 
little ' rivers.  No  sport  is  at  its  liest  without 
interruption  and  contrast.  To  appreciate  wadino- 
one  ought  to  climb  a little  oi  odd  days. 

“ hschl  is  about  ten  or  twelve  miles  below 
Hallstatt,  in  the  valley  of  the  Traun.  It  is  the 
fashionable  summer-resort  of  Austria.  1 found 
it  in  the  high  tide  of  amusement.  The  shady 
esplanade  along  the  river  was  crowded  with 
‘brave  women  and  fair  men  ’ in  gorgeous  raiment; 
the  hotels  were  overflowing;  and  there  were' 
various  kinds  of  music  and  entertainments  at  all 
houi's  of  day  and  night.  But  all  this  did  not 
seem  to  affect  the  fishing. 

“ On  my  first  day  I had  spent  several  hours  in 
the  vain  effort  to  catch  something  better  than 
small  grayling.  The  best  time  for  the  trout  was 
.lust  approaching  as  the  broad  light  faded  from 
the  stream  ; already  they  wore  beginning  to  feed, 
when  I looked  up  from  the  edge  of  a pool  and  saw 
the  train  rattling  down  the  valley  below  me. 
Under  the  circumstances  the  only  thing  to  do 
was  to  go  on  fishing,  ft  was  an  even  pool  with 
steep  banks,  and  tlie  water  ran  through  it  very 
straight  and  swift,  some  four  feet  deep  and  thirty 
yards  across.  As  the  tail-ffy  reached  the  middle 
of  the  water  a fine  trout  literally  turned  a somer- 
sault over  it,  but  without  touching  it.  At  the 
next  cast  he  was  ready,  taking  it  with  a rush 
that  carried  him  into  the  air  with  the  fly  in  his 
rnouth.  He  weighed  three-quarters  of  a pound. 
The  next  one  was  equally  eager  in  rising  and 
sharp  in  playing,  and  the  third  might  have  been 
his  twin-sister  or  brother.  So,  after  casting  for 
hours  and  taking  nothing  in  the  most  beautiful 
jiools,  1 landed  three  trout  from  one  unlikely 
place^  in  fifteen  minutes.  That  was  because  the 
trout’s  siqiper-time  had  arrived.  So  had  mine. 

I W'alked  over  to  the  rambling  old  inn  at  Goisern, 
sought  the  cook  in  the  kitchen,  and  persuaded 
her,  in  spite  of  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  to  boil 
the  largest  of  the  fish  for  my  supper,  after  which 
1^  rode  peacefully  back  to'  Ischl  by  the  eleven 
o’clock  train.” 


EARLY  REFERENCES  TO  FISHING. 


Over  2(i00  years  ago  Isaiah,  when  ])rophcsying 
the  confusion  of  Egypt  when  the  Lord  should 
“ set  Egyptians  against  the  Egyptians,  and  they 
shall  fight  everyone  against  his  brother,”  describes 
how — 

ISAIAU  XIX  , V.  8. 

“ The  fishers  also  shall  mourn,  and  all  they  that 
cast  angle  in  the  brooks  shall  lament,  and  they 
that  spread  nets  upon  the  water  shall  languish.'” 
ISAIAlI  XIX.,  V.  9. 

Moreover  they  that  work  in  fine  flax,  and 
they  that  weave  net  works,  shall  be  confounded.” 
Isaiah  xix.,  v.  10. 

‘'  And  they  shall  be  broken  in  the  purposes 
(foumlations)  thereof,  all  that  make  sluices  and 
ponds  for  fish.” 

Habakruk  I.,  V.  L5. 

Habakkuk,  writing  about  the  same  period, 
mentions  the  use  of  the  angle ; and  if  there  were 
no  other  old  world  records  that  these  it  would  be 
clear  that  angling  and  the  preservation  of  fish  in 
ponds,  in  which  water  was  impounded  by  means 
of  sluices  and  dams,  was  practised  among  the 
FsypfiitDS  thousands  of  years  ago,  and  probably 
the  earliest  literature  on  the  subject  is  to  be  found 
among  the  stone  monuments  of  Egypt  and 
Assyiia,  unless  indeed  China,  that  mystery 
among  the  nations,  claims  priority  here  also. 

We  notice  the  inauguration  of  the  Licensing 
11  o/Id  as  a weekly  periodical.  Although  run  on 
strictly  trade  principles,  a column  will  always  be 
kept  for  sport.  As  the  editor,  Mr.  Albert  Deane, 
is  a Waltqnian  brother  of  some  repute,  an  occa- 
sional article  from  his  pen  giving  his  experiences 
in  the  gentle  art  will  doubtlessly  interest  the 
angling  fraternity. 

Deer  Starring. — The  record  head  for  Scotland 
was  brought  down  last  week  by  Lord  Burton  in 
Glemjiioich  deer  forest.  It  had  ten  tines  on  each 
antlei-,  the  twenty  points  all  good  and  exactly 
matching  with  the  corresponding  tines,  the  fully 
developed  beams  carrying  a remarkable  cluster 
of  seven  points.  Compared  with  the  head,  the 
body  was  small. 


altOTiiana 


I SEE  that  one  of  my  brother  angling  scribes 
has  been  commenting  upon  the  apparent  dis- 
parity which  exists  between  some  remarks  of 
mine  concerning  'I'hames  gudgeon  fishing  and  the 
Windsor  river  report.  1 use  the  word  “.appa- 
rent for  what  I said  was  of  general  ajiplication. 
1 do  not  think  anyone  who  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  Thames  would  say  that  the  gudgeon 
fishing  as  a whole  this  season  and  last  has  been 
anything  but  bad.  The  ba.skot  made  at  Windsor 
of  twenr.y  dozen  for  three  rods  in  one  day  was,  I 
have  not  the  least  doubt,  made,  but  it  was  a very 
exceptional  take,  and  after  all  not  a particularly 
good  one. 

Talking  of“  disparity,”  there  is  a considerable 
conflict  of  opinion  concerning  the  fishing  in  the 
Norfolk  Broads.  One  man  will  tell  you  tliat 
nothing  can  be  caught  there  much  bigger  than 
your  thumb.  Another  has  stories  of  immense 
bream,  rudd,  and  porch.  Another  will  say  that 
the  jack  fishing  is  not  worth  a hang,  while  a few 
tell  of  very  respectable  t.akes.  I have  been 
endeavouring  to  gauge  this  Norfolk  fishing  as  it 
is  at  the  present  tune,  and  the  conclusions  come 
to  which,  jilease  understand,  are  subject  to 
niodifications  hereafter — are  that  the  roach  swarm 
in  countless  thousands,  but  run  very  small,  for 
the  most  part  below  the  Thames  limit  of  seven 
inches.  At  a few  favourite  spots,  however  (one 
which  has  been  recommended  to  me  is  Cantley), 
fish  of  resjiectable  dimensions  are  caught. 


With  regard  to  rudd,  they  are  by  no  means 
ubiquitous,  but  where  found,  at  Hickling  Broad 
to  wit,  they  run  large.  Perch  are  getting  scarcer 
and  scarcer  every  year,  so  say  the  local  anglers. 
1 ’ike  .are  plentiful  in  places,  hut  are  r.ather  small. 
The  free  fishing  is  principally  in  the  rivers  which 
connect  the  Broads.  I'hesc  are  narrow  streams, 
and  all  through  the  summer  numberless  y.achts, 
wherries,  boats,  and  not  .a  few  steamers  .are  con- 
tinually passing  up  and  down  them,  which  is  of 
course  very  bad  for  the  fishing.  Here  and  there 
where  there  is  a bend  and  the  river  widens  a 
little  bit,  there  i.s  a chance  for  the  angler  during 
the  daytime.  Bream  fishing  is  much  the  same  as  at 
other  places,  being,  as  a general  rule,  only  good  in 
the  small  hours  of  the  morning,  and  those  anglers 
who  go  to  Norfolk  with  the  idea  of  making  large 
bags  of  bream,  who  are  not  prepared  to  commence 
fishing  before  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning,  will 
usually  be  disappointed. 

Owing  to  the  ste.ain  traffic,  I should  imagine 
that  great  quantities  of  fish  are  harried  out  of 
rivers  and  seek  refuge  in  the  Broad.s,  which  are 
shallow  and  not  very  large  sheets  of  water, 
compared  with  many  lakes  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland.  Small  channels  lead  from  the  rivers  to 
many  of  the  Broads,  and  these  it  is  the  policy  of 
adjacent  landowners  to  close  by  means  of  chains 
and  other  obstructions.  In  former  years,  I am 
told,  large  trading  wherries  used  to  enter  Wrox- 
ham  Broad  at  one  end,  sail  right  across  it  and 
find  an  exit  at  the  other  end.  thereby  shortening 
their  course,  and  I have  not  the  least  doubt 
myself  that  a right  of  way  was  established  there 
from  time  immemorial.  The  entry  to  the  Broad 
nearest  to  Wroxh.am  has  been  filled  up  with  reeds 
.and  mud,  and  is  in  fact  obliterated.  A second 
entrance  to  the  Broad  has  been  Sto]iped,  first 
with  piles  to  prevent  wherries  going  through  it, 
and  now  with  chains  to  stop  even  small  boats. 
'I’here  is  now,  therefore,  only  one  entrance.  The 
re.sult  is,  that  one  can  get  on  to  the  Bro.ad  and 
sail  about  it,  but  the  way  through  it  is  stopped. 
Being  a limb  of  the  law  myself,  I c.an  quite 
understand  the  object  of  stopping  the  way  across 
the  Broad.  In  time,  no  doubt,  the  Bro.ad  will 
be  closed  altogether. 

I A.M  told  that  the  Hickling  Broad  ease  was  lost 
through  the  defendant  being  too  certain  of  win- 
ning and  failing  to  provide  liimself  with  a siiHl- 
cient  number  of  witnesses  to  jirove  that  the  Broad 
was  tidal.  I suppose  that  every  reader  of  the 
Fishing  Gazelle  knows  by  this  time  that,  where 
water  is  both  navigable  and  tidal,  the  fishing  in 
it  is  public,  uiile.ss,  indeed,  a grant  was  made 
previous  to  the  date  of  Magna  Charta.  Teju‘Lar. 
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IPcovincial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  ordinary  monthly  meeting  of  the  commi^ee  of  the 
Birmingliam  Angling  Association  was  held  on  Thursday, 
Sept  7,  at  the  headquarters.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and 
Mr.  J.  A.  Dance  occupied  the  vice-chair.  Apologies  tor 
non-attendance  were  received  from  Messrs.  Ralione, 
Clarke,  and  Griffiths.  The  minutes  of  the  previous 
special  meeting  were  read  and  received,  when 
mittee  discussed  the  fares  charged  by  the  Midland 
Railway  Company,  which  in  some  instances  were  over 
the  fare  and  a quarter.  After  this  matter  was  ^ 

it  was  resolved  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Midland 
officials  to  the  errors  that  now  exist,  and  ask 
revise  the  fares  prior  to  the  printing  of  the 
travelling  cards.  It  was  also  resolved  that  the  Midland 
Railway  Company  be  asked  to  give  the  privilege  to  the 
Association  for  the  members  to  book  from  Saltley, 

Ways,  and  Selby  Oak  stations.  Additional  stations  on  the 
London  and  North-Western  line  were  submitted  to  the 
meeting,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Hearts  of  Oak  Club  the 
secretary  was  instructed  to  write  the  company  and  ask 
permission  for  their  members  to  book  from  Monument- 
land  to  Penkridge.  , ., 

The  great  contest  lately  fished  at  Pershore  was  on  the 
whole  a great  success;  the  two  trains  took  about  . oO 
members  and  friends  to  the  scene  of  action,  and  ybout 
020  of  the  members  fished.  It  was  thought  that  all  the 
records  would  be  broken  respecting  the  number  of  pas- 
sengers and  contestants,  biit^  the  outing  of  two 
ago  holds  the  record  in  this  respect,  as  over  Illd 
travelled  upon  that  occasion,  and  about  ^80  fished  in  the 
contest.  Trade  has  been  very  bad  in  the  Midlands,  arni 
this  has  been  the  chief  cause  of  a great  number  ot  the 
members  absenting  themselves.  The  great  feature  was 
the  large  <piantity  of  fish  that  were  taken.  Nearly 
every  contestant  took  fish,  and  about  300  bags 
weighed-in.  Some  very  good  roach  were  taken,  but  the 
best  fish  of  all  was  the  G^lb.  bream  taken  by  Mr.  Padget, 
the  second-pvize  taker.  This  was  a very  nice  fish,  and 
has  heen  sent  to  Cooper  and  Sons,  London,  to  he  set-up, 
and  will  in  the  future  adorn  the  walls  of  the  Brookhelds 
club-room.  Everyone  was  more  than  satisfied  with  the 
place,  and  I may  say  that  it  was  the  best  place  the 
menihers  had  ever  fished  their  contests  at.  and  I venture 
to  predict  that  when  the  Association  visit  Pershore  again, 
all  past  records  will  be  put  in  the  shade.  Until  this  last 
contest  Mr.  P.  Jukes  held  the  record  for  weight  of  hsh 
taken  in  the  Association  contests,  with  41b.  8oz.,  taken 
at  Tewkesbury  in  1890.  This  is  now  beaten  by  Mr. 
Horne,  with  71b.  6|oz.  This  in  itself  shows  that  the 
fishing  is  good  at  Pershore,  and  it  is  needless  for  me  to 
say  that  this  new  fishing-ground  will  be  greatly 
patronised  by  the  Birmingham  anglers  in  the  future. 

Some  very  large  catches  of  bream  have  heen  had  la  ^ely 
at  Pershore.  On  the  evening  after  the  contest  one  of 
the  natives  caught  over  421b.  of  bream  from  one  hole. 
Other  large  catches  have  been  made  since  the  contest ; 
in  fact,  the  best  reports  of  large  catches  come  from  the 
Pershore  di.strict.  , t.-  ■ i. 

Contest  tickets  are  now  ready  for  the  Birmingham 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  contest,  which  will  be 
fished  on  Oct.  1st  next  at  Pernhill  Heath.  No  one  will 
be  allowed  to  take  part  in  the  contest  that  is  not 
clear  on  the  society’s  books.  As  the  whole  ot  the 
prizes  have  to  be  given  voluntarily,  the  committee  will 
be  pleased  to  receive  the  promise  of  a prize  or  donation 
from  any  of  the  members  or  societies  interested. 

The  half-yearly  subscription  of  2d.  per  member  is  now 
due  to  the  Provincial  Association. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  reports  from  the  Pen  waters  this  week  are  more 
encouraging.  Both  roach  and  perch  are  again  on  the 
feed,  and  have  given  anglers  some  capital  sport.  On  one 
day  Mr.  Jolinson,  a local  sportsman,  took  a dozen  prime 
fish  with  paste,  and  on  another  occasion  landed  seven 
brace  weighing  91b.  At  the  drain  ends  fishermen  have 
have  had  no  difficulty  in  making  a heavy  bag,  but  the 
waters  continue  so  clear  that  the  greatest  care  has  to  be 
exercised  in  the  selection  of  suitable  tackle.  I hear  of 
two  or  three  trolling  rods  being  at  work  this  week,  but 
the  weeds  have  hampered  operations,  and  several  good 
fish  have  been  lost.  Mr.  A.  Wilson  got  one  pike  on 
Tuesday  with  live  bait  weighing  31b.,  and  a brother  ot 
his  landed  two  of  2^1b.  each.  The  above  remarks  apply 
to  the  Porty-foot.  (tn  the  Witham  there  has  been  no 
lack  of  sport.  Hundreds  of  visitors  still  continue  to 
patronise  the  drains  about  Boston,  and  on  many  of  them 
bream  continue  to  form  a leading  item.  A.s  a rule 
anglers  have  returned  with  heavy  creels,  and  in  one  or 
two  instances  upwards  of  30lb.  of  fish  has  been  the 
result  of  one  day’s  work  with  a single  rod. 


FRCM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

The  waters  are  clear  as  crystal,  and  the  sun  nn- 
obscured  by  even  a passing  cloud ; nights  ^and  early 
morning  cold,  with  water-mists  that  provoke  fishers 
during  the  likeliest  hours  of  the  twenty-four.  Visitors 
to  Keswick,  anglers,  and  the  public  generally,  will  be 
pleased  to  learn  that  there  is  now  a prospect  of  river- 
pollution  in  that  beautiful  and  popular  locality  soon 
becoming  a thing  of  the  past.  Assurances  have  been 
given  by  the  local  authorities  that  arrangements  are 
completed  for  a system  of  sewage  whereby  the  riv^er 
will  no  longer  receive  the  town’s  refuse  ; all  necessary 
way  leave  has  been  obtained,  the  plant  put  down,  and 
before  another  summer’s  sun  shines,  it  is  hoped  the 
whole  will  be  completed.  Three  men  were  on  Thursday 
week  summoned  by  the  West  Cumberland  Pishery  Board 
for  unlawfully  netting  for  trout  at  Hazel  Holme,  and 
each  fined  £2  and  costs.  They  were  caught  in  the  act 
by  the  water-bailiffa,  two  of  them  di'agg’ing  the  net 
along  the  river  and  the  other  following  to  clear  it  of 
obstacles.  The  watchers  secured  a number  of  fish  that 
had  been  taken,  but  the  net  was  carried  down  the 
river.  Reports  of  angling  during  the  week  from  the 
various  centres  are  meagre.  At  the  hour  of  writing, 
rain  is  again  falling,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  we  may 
have  sufficient  to  freshen  up  the  rivers. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  undergone  a slight  change.  On  Suni^y 
the  river  rose  nearly  eight  inches,  and  the^‘  fresh 
brought  downwards  huge  quantities  of  weed.  »mce 
Monday  the  weather  has  been  thoroughly  typical  ot 
September,  and  hundreds  of  anglers  of  all  sorts  have 
patronised  the  various  lengths  of  the  river. 

At  Shardlow,  Mr.  Harry  Spray,  the  popular  hon. 
secretary  of  the  Wellington  Society,  has  taken  a salmon 
of  17ilb.  with  a bunch  of  wasp  grubs  threaded  on  a 
No  7 hook.  The  fish  was  in  very  good  condition,  and 
showed  exciting  play  lasting  over  twenty-five  nnnutes. 
Mr  'W.  Stevens,  of  the  same  society,  has  bagged  dUib. 
of  roach,  bream,  &c.,  in  the  same  fishery,  which  is 
rented  by  the  executive  of  the  club.  One  of  the  roach 
— a beauty — weighed  lib.  lOjoz.,  one  of  the  bream  Iv™' 
ing  the  beam  at  4ilh.  Barbel  do  not  appear  to  have 
bitten  freely,  although  recently  Mr.  G.  Bates  caught 
over  twenty  fish  in  two  outings. 

At  King’s  Mills  the  river,  near.the  weirs,  is  too  low 
for  successful  angling.  Ply-fishing  is,  however,  first- 

'^^Mixed  bags  of  coarse  fish  have  come  from  Sawley, 
Barton,  and  Beeston,  roach  being  well  on  at  creed 
wheat  in  the  last-named  waters. 

At  Holme  Pierrepont,  Mr.  Henry  Green,  the  lessee, 
has  taken,  for  the  week,  forty-one  barbel,  and  heavy 
fish  have  fallen  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  J . Stevenson. 

In  the  Colvvick  Glebe  lengths,  Mr.  W.  Parr  (lessee)  and 
friends  have  secured  large  quantities  of  barbel  with 
worm,  chiefly  at  night  ; and  a little  higher  up  the  river 
Mr.  Dobson,  of  Nottingham  Park,  has  hooked  and 
landed  five  in  as  many  swims— a unique  performance. 
Since  the  feat  the  same  gentleman  has  bagged  many 
choice  fish,  and  on  Tuesday  our  correspondent  killed, 
amongst  others,  one  of  61b.  , . , 

Barbel  continue  to  be  taken  at  Stoke,  Averham  weirs, 
and,  in  tact,  on  most  reaches  of  the  river. 

At  Wilford  Mr.  W.  Jerram  and  Mr.  J.  Adamson, 
using  the  fiy,  have  excelled  amongst  chub  and  dace. 
There  is  very  little  doing  amongst  chub  with  the  wasp 
grub.  


FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

Consequent  upon  the  thunderstorm,  we  had  a suffi- 
ciently heavy  and  continuous  fall  of  rain  to  considerably 
influence  the  Trent  and  all  its  tributaries.  The  tempera- 
ture, too,  has  undergone  a change,  the  air  being  sharper 
and  the  conditions  generally  such  as  are  likely  to  im- 
jirove  all-round  angling,  and  to  bring  on  the  feed  gray- 
ling, pike,  and  roach,  for  which  last  mentioned^  hsh 
September  is  reckoned  about  the  best  month  on  Trent- 
side  under  anything  like  favourable  conditions,  creed 
wheat  being  the  favourite  lure. 

The  most  interesting  capture  of  the  week  has  been 
that  of  a 171b.  salmon  which  was  taken  by  an  angler 
rising  wasp  f^rub  and  fishing  for  chub.  The  fish  natu- 
rally  gave  him  a good  deal  of  trouble,  but  was  eventu- 
ally landed.  Though  trout  take  wasp  grub  with  great 
avidity,  it  is  not  often  that  a salmon  falls  a victim  to 
this  lure,  though  the  Trent  is  anomalous  as  a salmon 
river,  and  a few  years  ago  one  was  taken  with  a bunch  of 
maggots  (when  the  angler  presumably  was  roach  fishing) 
somewhere  above  Wellington  Bridge  most  probably  in 
Pitchett’s  Hole  or  thereabouts.  This  present  fish  was 
said  to  have  been  in  fairly  good  condition  under  the  cir- 
cumstances (I  did  not  see  the  fish  myselp.hut  as  there 
have  been  no  floods  since  spring  to  bring  fish  up,  it  would 
have  been  anything  out  a beauty.  All  the  same,  the 
fact  of  its  capture  and  the  lure  emiiloyed  are  both  in- 
teresting and  unique,  especially  when  one  considers  the 
apparent  dearth  of  salmon  in  the  river.  In  the  lower 
Derbyshire  lengths  neither  roach  nor  dace  have  been 
biting  very  freely,  but  above  Swarkostone  some  fair 
bags — especially  of  roach  - have  lately  been  made. 

The  Derwent  and  the  Wye  have  both  been  in  fair  order 
— the  former  being  much  more  affected  by  the  rain,  so 
that  bottom  fishers  made  good  mixed  bags  trout,  gray- 
ling, and  coarse  fish,  while  on  the  Wye  some  fine 
baskets — up  to  eleven  brace — of  grayling  were  made 
with  the  fly.  The  killing  flies  have  been  Ash  Duns 
Grey  Cinills,  and  small  Black  Gnats. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  trout  season  of  1893  appears  destined  to  die  a 
most  uninteresting  death  after  a particularly  uninte- 
resting existence.  Reservoirs  and  other  land-locked 
waters  are  still  suffering  from  the  prolonged  drought. 
One  Manchester  club  has  suffered  terribly,  and  since  the 
coarse  season  opened  have  not  had  a single  day  s sport, 
and  the  reservoir  is  now,  for  the  second  time,  abso- 
lutely dry,  and  other  disappointments  are  reported  from 
other  waters  in  this  town. 

The  Kingfishers  formally  opened  their  new  head- 
quarters, No.  1,  The  Crescent,  Salford,  on  the  12th, 
the  members  meeting  at  the  festive  board  by  invitation 
of  the  president  and  vice-president.  This  society  was 
sadly  in  need  of  more  room,  and  the  jiresent  arrange- 
ments make  things  comfortable  all  round  without 
severing  old  connections.  The  monster  competition  on 
the  Worsley  Canal  Pishery  on  the  2nd  produced 
several  points  worthy  of  consideration  in  future  events, 
promiriGnt  amongst  tbes©  will  be  the  necessity  of  some 
alteration  in  the  conditions  of  the  contest.  _ 

Two  contests  of  importance  are  down  for  decision  this 
month,  one  at  Astley  of  an  open  character,  and  the 
oPner  at  B oGistown,  organised  by  the  Swinton  anglers. 
The  Artillery  Arms  Angling  Society,  after  various  post- 
ponements and  alterations,  have  fished  their  contest  i" 
Ohesbire* 

The  Moss  Side  Socials  fished  their  fifth  contest  for 
club  championship  on  the  9tb  at  Shaw,  and  for  this 
stage  Messrs.  H.  Tunnaoliffe,  H.  Colbeck,  and  1. 
Roatledge  are  placed  first,  second,  and  third,  hut  tor  the 
grand  aggregate  the  first  three  positions  are  Messrs.  A. 
Routledge,  1'.  Roiitledge,  and  H.  Colbeck,  followed  by 
P.  Tunnacliff'e,  J.  Routledge,  and  A.  Ormrod. 

The  Seedley  Angling  Society  were  at  Boothstown  on 
the  9th,  and  contested  for  a list  of  good  prizes  The 
sport  was  fairly  good,  and  the  prizes  were  awarded  as 
follows  • 1,  V.  Harrison  ; 2,  W.  Malakey  ; 3,  C.  Crapper  ; 
4,  B.  Clinton;  5,  W.  Thorpe;  6,  S.  Bccles,  and  were 
distributed  at  the  club-house  on  the  11th. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Sheffield  Anglers 
Association  was  held  last  week  at  the  Crown  Inn, 
Scotland-street,  the  headquarters  of  the  association,  it 
was  arranged  that  the  fifteenth  annual  gala  day  should 
take  place  on  Sept.  18,  at  Kirkstead,  in  the  River  Witham. 
The  prizes  represent  a monetary  value  of  ibo.  A 
resolution  of  condolence  with  the  relatives  ot  the 
persons  who  lost  their  lives  in  the  recent  boating 
disaster  at  Sutton  Bridge  was  unanimously  adopted,  the 
members  all  expressing  their  sorrow  at  what  was 
undoubtedly  the  most  heartrending  catastrophe  in  the 
annals  of  angling.  . 

Another  important  matter  was  the  conference  ot 
Yorkshire  anglers  held  last  Thursday  week  at 
Leeds.  The  Sheffield  Association  was  represented  by 
the  president,  Mr.  C.  Styring.  There  was  an  important 
discussion  on  a proposal,  moved  by  Mr.  Walbran,  that 
the  close  time  for  grayling  should  be  from  the  pth 
Pebruary  to  the  15th  July,  and  that  this  fish  shohld  no 
longer  be  classed  as  coarse.  The  opinion  of  the  Sheffield 
anglers  was  voiced  by  Mr.  Liddell,  who  said  that  the 
close  time  would  be  better  from  the  end  of  March  to  the 
beginning  of  July.  He  moved  that,  but  failed  to  get  a 
seconder.  Then  Mr.  Styring  moved  that  the  season 
remain  as  at  present,  which  motion  was  carried.  It  was 
resolved  also  to  suggest  to  the  Conservancy  Board  that 
pike  should  not  be  exempt  from  the  Preshwater  Pisheries 
Act.  I can  quite  imagine  the  consternation  ot  the 
Sheffield  representatives  at  hearing  that  pike  are 
exempt,  it  being  a common  faith  with  most  anglers 
here  that  pike  fishing  is  subject  to  the  same  laws  as 
other  coarse  fishing.  A resolution  to  combine  together 
to  improve  the  free  fishing  of  the  county  was  also 
passed,  the  Sheffielders  promising  to  assist  in  this, 
although  it  will  perhaps  not  benefit  us  here  one  tittle. 
However,  ib  was  a kindly  act  to  do,  and  won  the 
approbation  of  the  assembly.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that 
the  conference  discussed  matters  of  importance  to 
anglers,  while  the  Sheffield  anglers  are  proud  that  at 
least  their  officials  are  taking  an  active  interest  m sued 
matters  outside  the  narrow  limits  of  the  association. 


from  NORFOLK. 

Good  sport  is  still  to  be  had  on  Lare  and  Bure. 
Splendid  catches  of  roach  are  being  daily  taken  at 
Brundall  and  Buckenham,  on  the  Yare,  and  roach  and 
bream  at  Horning  and  Ramworth,  on  the  Bure.  A tew 
pike  are  occasionally  taken  with  spoon  on  the  rare. 
The  best  baits  for  roach  are  boiled  wheat  and  paste, 
coloured  with  yellow  ochre.  This  last  has  proved  more 
killing  this  summer  thau  a brighter  coloured  lure. 

On  Saturday  Mr.  Sash,  of  London,  fishing  \vitfi 
Marcon,  at  Buckenham,  took  110  good  roach  ; on  Sunday, 
100  roach  ; on  Monday,  at  Walpole’s  reed  bush,  six  bream 
and  fifty  roach  ; and  on  Tuesday,  six  dozen  roach. 

On  Saturday,  roar  Rockland  Dyke,  one  rod  took  “Mb. 
of  good  roach,  and  another  angler,  at  Hassiugham,  .-.fib. 

A gentleman, . Mr.  Coffin,  of  London,  angling  near 
Sathouse  Broad,  took  five  rudd,  weighing  respectively 
lib.,  lib.  .5oz.,  lib.  Itloz.,  lib.  13oz.,  and  21b.  toz. 

Ill  a few  days,  if  no  more  salt  tides  come  u,i  the  lare 
to  thicken  the  water,  good  sport  should  he  had  spinning 
for  jack,  of  which  there  axipear  to  bo  any  number. 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  river  is  in  good  condition,  and  the  trout-fishing 
season  is  ending  under  more  favourable  circumstances 
thau  has  marked  its  progress  during  the  summer  months. 
The  question  of  improving  the  salmon  fishing  in  the 
Upper  Severn  has  remained  in  abeyance  for  some  time, 
but  is  one  which  will  not  be  lost  sight  of  by  those  bom 
uected  with  the  angling  interests  of  Shropshire  and 
Montgomeryshire.  The  statement  has  been  made  that 
there  has  been  a satisfactory  run  of  fish  during  the 
early  part  of  this  year,  and,  therefore,  that  the  Upper 
Severn  anglers  have  little  or  no  cause  for  complaint. 
The  facts,  however,  are  just  the  reverse — viz.,  that  the 
bulk  of  the  salmon  that  managed  to  make  their  way  to 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  river  were  spawning  fash,  and 
ascended  during  the  high  water  in  autumn,  remaining 
in  the  river  as  kelts  for  a considerable  time  after  spawn- 
ing, awaiting  a sufficient  flush  of  water  to  carry  them 
down  again.  Tde  number  of  clean  fish  in  the  opper 
waters  this  season  have  been  fewer  than  over,  and  the 
fact  ot  there  having  been  a good  run  of  gra.id  fasb 
during  the  time  that  the  water  was  high,  proves  the 
necessity  for  the  Severn  Conservators  to  take  practical 
measures  to  enable  the  fish  at  any  time  to  pass  the 
many  obstacles  that  they  encounter  down  stream,  and 
run  to  the  upper  roaches  of  the  river. 
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FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Fishiiij?  in  this  district  has  been  rather  <iuiot  during 
the  past  week.  The  water  is  very  low  and  fine  every- 
where, and  the  weather  very  bright.  There  has  been  a 
good  few  rods  out,  and  a few  good  baskets  of  coarse  fish 
taken,  but  in  most  cases  the  takes  have  been  almost  nil, 
I have  not  hoard  of  .a  single  good  take  of  game  fish,  but 
some  few  grayling  have  been  taken  with  the  fly.  Bed 
Tag,  Whirling  Blue,  and  September  Dun  going  best. 
Some  really  fine  dace  have  been  taken  with  the  maggot, 
but  they  are  unusually  full  of  roe  for  the  time  of  year, 
and  must  spawn  at  no  distant  p eriod. 

The  Worcester  angling  clubs  have  arranged  to  fish  tor 
the  fifteen-guinea  challenge  cup,  at  Shelsley  Walsh,  on 
the  Teme,  on  Thursday,  the  28th  inst.,  by  the  kind  per- 
mission of  Montague  Taylor,  Es<i. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

With  the  weather  in  its  present  state  there  is  little  to 
note.  Several  of  the  York  clubs  have  just  brought  off 
contests.  The  Fulford  Friendly  Angling  Society  fished 
the  last  match  of  the  season— with  the  exception  of  a 
bye  one— on  Monday,  at  Kexby.  Mr  C.  W.  Arminson 
had  91b.  2oz.,  Mr.  J.  McGee  41b.,  and  Mr.  W.  Bean 
31b.  7oz.  The  president  of  the  club,  Capt.  W.  H.  Key, 
offered  a rod  for  the  best  aggregate  catch  made  during 
four  competitions,  and  Mr.  Arminson  was  the  winner 
with  281b.  6oz.  This  gentleman  in  turn  gave  a rod  for 
best  aggregate  by  members  who  had  not  taken  a first 
prize  for  three  years,  and  Mr.  W.  Bean  secured  it  with 
131b.  9oz.  The  Navigation  Angling  Society  and  the  St. 
Lawrence  Association  also  fished  matches  at  Tadcaster 
and  Scoreby  on  Saturday. 

The  pollution  of  the  Foss  still  remains  as  bad  as  ever. 
Many  letters  have  been  written  to  the  local  press  on 
the  subject,  several  being  from  the  pens  of  prominent 
anglers.  If  the  river  is  allowed  to  remain  in  this 
deplorable  condition — and  I am  informed  that  it  will 
until  sufficient  rain  comes  to  give  it  a “ wash  out’  it  is 
reasonable  to  assume  that  the  Ouse  cannot  remain 
unoontaminated. 

The  present  summer  has  been  one  of  the  worst  ex- 
perienced by  anglers  in  the  Codbeck  for  many  seasons. 
The  water  has  been  lower  than  has  been  known  for 
years,  and  the  consequences  are  that  natural  and  arti- 
ficial minnow  fishing  has  been  practically  impossible. 
In  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  trout  which  took 
place  in  the  water  between  Ingramgate  Bridge  and  the 
“ World’s  End  ” Bridge,  there  is  scarcely  a trout  to  be 
seen,  and  the  same  remark  is  applicable  to  the  scarcity 
of  grayling,  which  fish  suffered  the  same  fate  as  the 
trout.  The  destruction,  I state  on  authority,  was  due 
to  carbolic  acid  poisoning.  Undoubtedly  the  drains  of 
the  town  had  been  flushed  after  having  been  disinfected 
with  carbolic  acid,  and  this  poisonous  matter  thus  found 
its  way  into  the  stream. 

Northward  of  Thirsk,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  deeps 
near  the  villages  of  North  and  South  Kilvington,  there 
continues  to  be  an  abundance  of  trout,  but  poor  baskets 
have  been  obtained.  During  the  past  tew  days  Messrs. 
John  Wright,  E.  Douthwaite,  H.  Kirby,  and  L.  Garness 
visited  this  spot,  and  succeeded  in  securing  good  baskets 
of  grayling  and  some  perch. 


FROM  IRELAND. 

DUBLIN.  — From  all  I can  ascertain,  angling  in 
Ireland  during  the  past  week  has  been  dull  enough, 
except  in  one  or  two  favoured  districts  of  the  south  and 
wes-t,  where  salmon  fishing  is  still  being  pursued  with 
vigour.  Trout  fishing  about  Dublin  has  been  a compara- 
tive blank  this  week.  The  rivers  are  awfully  low , and  some 
are  dried  up  altogether.  Sport  is  also  poor  in  Wicklow, 
and,  except  for  the  good  rough  fishing  to  be  had  on 
Lough  Dan,  anglers  would  be  lost  there. 


KERRY.— Sport  has  not  shown  much  improvement 
since  last  notes.  Salmon  and  sea-trout  are  numerous 
in  all  the  principal  angling  waters,  but  the  weather  has 
been  verv  unfavourable— being  too  rough,  on  the  whole, 
for  lake  fishing,  which  is  the  principal  angling  sport  in 
Kerry. 

On  Waterville  Lake  the  white  trout  angling  has  been 
rather  slack,  but  some  average  baskets  have  been  had  by 
Mr.  Huskeson  and  Mr.  Forrest,  at  the  Lake  Hotel,  and 
by  Mr.  Baker,  Dr.  Latty , and  a few  other  visitors,  at  the 
Bayview  Hotel.  , , . . 

On  Coppal  Lake  sport  has  been  pretty  good,  but  sport 
among  white  trout  has  been,  on  the  whole,  far  below  the 
average. 

Derriana  lake  has  yielded  fine  baskets  of  brown  trout 
on  many  days,  but  here  also  the  white  trout  have  only 
yielded  poor  sport.  From  Killarney  sport  has  been  very 
slack,  and  the  same  remark  applies  to  the  majority  of 
the  North  Kerry  rivers  and  lakes.  lu  South  Kerry 
matters  appear  to  be  practically  at  a standstill,  as  far 
as  rod  and  line  fishing  is  concerned. 

On  Cummeravanig  lake,  on  Saturday,  a moat  unusual 
and  rather  remarkable  capture  has  been  recorded.  An 
angler  fishing  with  an  ordinary  trout  rod,  and  using  three 
small  flies  (locally  termed  “Small  Midges  ”),  after- 
fishing  without  success  for  an  hour,  left  his  flies  in  the 
water,  just  hanging  from  the  bank.  Whenreturning  and 
hauling  up  his  line,  the  angler  referred  to  was  some- 
what surprised  at  finding  a trout  on  each  fly,  just  a 
pound  each.  The  rod  was  carried  from  the  bank  to 
about  an  average  angler’s  wading  depth,  but  left 
standing,  the  rod  being  erect  and  the  reel  being  firmly 
clasned  or  lodged  between  two  large  boulders.  The  sea 
fishing  has  been  very  good  along  the  whole  Kerry  coast, 
especially  along  the  Derrynane  and  Valentia  sea- 
boards. Anglers  out  from  the  Bayview  Hotel,  Water- 
ville, have  had  on  an  average  about  300  fish  of  all  kinds 


in  an  afternoon’s  outing.  Mackerel  are  more  plentiful 
than  they  were  last  week,  and  some  remarkable,  it  not 
phenomenal,  captures  have  been  made  at  Kells,  Derry- 

Tin.nn!  n.rul 


ULSTER.— The  North-East  Ulster  Angling  Club, 
Belfast,  of  which  Mr.  i’.  J.  Kennedy  is  the  president, 
purposes  to  hold  its  first  angling  competition  at  Toomc, 
on  the  Bann,  on  the  16th  inst.  (to-day). 


DARENTH  TROUT  FISHING. 

September  1 was  the  last  day  of  trout  fishing  upon 
the  Queen  of  Kentish  trout  streams  ; for  there  is  an 
unwritten  law  which  prevails  in  Kent,  that  when  par- 
tridge shooting  begins,  fishing  ends.  It  is  a very  absurd 
tradition,  because  Darenth  trout  are  now  at  their  best  ; 
albeit  they  are,  at  the  present  time,  more  like  May  than 
September  trout,  so  far  as  regards  condition.  The 
season  now  closed  is  the  very  worst  that  has  been  known 
on  the  river  within  the  recollection  of  the  oldest  anglers, 
and  yet  there  never  was  a better  stock  of  trout.  But 
they  are  half-starved,  through  the  long  drought,  and 
the  absence  of  fly  ; and  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  bulk 
of  them  will  spawn  until  the  turn  of  the  new^  year. 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  habits  of  the  trout  in  this 
river — when  the  opening  day  for  fishing  was  fixed  for 
Good  Friday,  and  the  closing  for  Aug.  31— those  condi- 
tions have  now  entirely  changed.  May  I ought  to  be 
the  day  for  commencing,  and  Sept.  30  for  closing ; 
because  the  trout  caught  in  the  few  first  weeks  have  not 
got  a wag  in  their  tails— poor  things;  whereas  a September 
trout,  in  the  Darenth,  is  full  of  fight,  and  the  odds  are 
all  in  his  favour— given  gossamer  gut  and  a handy  weed 
bed.  But  there  are  no  weeds,  and  there  have  been  none 
this  season ; and  for  one  fish  that  broke  the  surface  of 
the  water  with  his  head,  a hundred  did  so  with  their 
tails,  shrimping  and  rooting  at  the  bottom  for  ground 
food.  The  same  condition  of  things  has  prevailed 
upon  all  the  South  of  England  chalk  streams,  and  the 
dry-fly  men  have,  as  a consequence,  wasted  their  science 
and  their  artistic  skill  upon  the  desert  air.  The  weed 
beds,  which  should  have  furnished  clouds  of  ephemera, 
have  been  high  and  dry  throughout  the  whole  season, 
and  there  has  been  literally  no  surface  food.  Even  the 
rise  of  May-fly  was  of  the  lightest  as  to  quantity,  and 
the  briefest  as  to  duration,  that  any  of  us  can  remember 
— it  was  up  and  gone  in  ten  days,  instead  of  lasting  three 
weeks.  Fly  fishermen,  like  farmers,  are  credited  with  a 
disposition  to  grumble,  but  they  have  shared  in  common 
the  dire  effects  of  the  drought  of  1893.  It  has  been  a 
good  season  for  the  poachers,  the  men  who  habitually 
resort  to  the  Alexandra,  the  Dusty  Miller,  and  the  Silver 
Doctor.  These  pot  hunters  have  scored  amongst  the 
tailing  trout,  when  legitimate  fishermen  have  gone  home 
with  empty  creels  and  clear  consciences,  and  I am  much 
afraid  that  the  force  of  these  bad  examples  have  temnted 
not  a few  from  the  paths  of  virtue.  It  is  no  part  of  my 
present  purpose  to  discuss  the  ethics  of  fly  fishing,  but 
we  must  not  judge  too  harshly  the  man  who,  with  an 
empty  creel  after  a long  day’s  fishing,  kills  a brace  of 
fish  on  a small  salmon  fly.  It  is  an  outrage  upon  our 
art  of  dry-fly  angling ; but  the  provocation  is  un- 
doubtedly great,  when  the  river  is  alive  with  tailing 
fish,  and  they  will  look  at  nothing  on  the  surface,  how- 
ever tempting  m pattern  and  however  skilfully  presented. 
There  have  been  times  in  which  my  valedictory  notes  on 
the  closing  season  have  been  written  with  a sense  of 
self-satisfaction,  and  a consciousness  that  the  depleted 
river  deserved  a rest  ; but  no  such  feelings  animate  me 
at  the  present  moment,  for  the  season  just  closed  has 
been  the  worst  I have  known  in  the  past  twenty-five 
years,  notwithstanding  that  the  stock  of  trout  in  the 
river  was  never  so  great  as  it  is  at  the  present  time. 
— C.  W.  Gedney,  in  Sporting  and  Dramatic  Neivs, 
Illustrated. 


The  lobster'produces  from  25,000  to  40,000  eggs,  the 
crayfish  upwards  of  100,000.  As  much  as  six  ounces  of 
eggs  can  be  taken  off  in  May  from  a lobster  weighing 
31b.  to  3Hb.,  and  there  are  about  6720  eggs  in  an  ounce 
of  lobster-spawn.  The  lobster  is  never  so  good  as  when 
in  the  condition  of  a “berried  hen.’’ 

Mankind  in  general  are  so  little  curious  as  to  the 
source  of  their  food-supplies  that  probably  not  one  in 
every  hundred  of  those  who  consume  canned  salmon 
trouble  to  inquire  whence  or  how  that  delicacy  is 
obtained.  It  is  difficult  to  persuade  those  who  have 
never  witnessed  the  sight  of  the  existence  of  a river 
swarming  at  certain  periods  with  large  fish,  which  may 
be  plainly  watched  excitedly  jostling  their  way  past 
every  obstruction  until  the  last  survivors  of  the  struggle 
are  found  in  remote  streams  five  or  six  hundred  miles 
from  the  sea,  haggard  and  worn,  bright  scarlet  in  colour, 
their  scales  scraped  off  against  rock  and  gravel,  but 
still  in  sufficient  numbers  to  almost  fill  the  waters  and 
to  become  the  parents  of  other  countless  myriads,  which 
in  their  turn  will  one  day  repeat  the  scene.  Year  by 
year,  at  stated  seasons,  this  sight  presents  itself  to 
travellers  on  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway.  It  is  the 
great  salmon  run  of  the  Fraser  river,  and  is  duplicated 
upon  every  river  and  stream  of  the  coast  of  British 
Columbia.  The  mouth  and  lower  reaches  of  the  Fraser 
river  during  the  run  ])resent  an  appearance  of  great 
activity.  Flarly  in  the  morning  hundreds  of  boats  may 
be  seen  drawing  in  the  nets  and  bringing  loads  of  bright 
silver  fish  to  tho  cannery  wharves.  There  they  are 
tossed  up,  caught,  and  counted,  and  rapidly  passed  into 
the  factory,  where  in  an  incredibly  short  time  their 
heads  and  tails  arc  cut  off,  they  are  opened,  cleaned, 
tinned,  and  steamed  by  a largo  staff,  chiefly  composed 
of  Indian  women  and  Chinese. 


A NEW  DISGORGER  FOR  ITKE  ANGLERS. 

Am.  lovers  of  tho  gentle  craft  will  bo  glad  to  hear  that 
a now  disgorgor  has  been  invented  whereby  a gorge 
hook  can  bo  extracted  from  a pike’s  throat  with  the 
greatest  ease,  and  with  no  damage  to  tho  fish,  except,  of 
course,  the  prick  of  the  barbs  of  the  hook.  Hitherto 
this  has  been  an  impossibility  without  killing  the  fish. 
It  is  well  known  that  pike  weighing  11b.,  21b. or  31b. 
are  more  likely  to  seize  your  live  bait  than  fish  of  a 
larger  growth,  and  often  the  angler  (if  he  be  a sports- 
man) would  be  only  too  glad  to  return  these  fish  to  the 
water  if  he  could,  but  the  difficulty  has  been  how  to  get 
the  hook  out.  According  to  the  old  way  it  could  only 
be  done  by  cutting  or  so  maiming  the  fish  that  it  would 
be  sure  to  die.  All  this  has  now  been  prevented  by  the 
new  disgorger,  invented  by  Mr.  Beaven,  watchmaker  to 
the  Great  Eastern  Railway.  The  idea  came  to  him  a 
few  years  since,  and  he  made  several  for  himself  and 
friends,  but  the  difficulty  that  prevented  its  being 
brought  out  was  the  question  of  expense.  It  was  sub- 
mitted to  one  of  the  highest  angling  authorities,  who  said 
it  was  perfection,  and  the  best  thing  he  had  seen.  Also  to 
one  of  our  large  tackle  firms,  who  regretted  they  could 
not  take  it  up  as  the  expense  in  producing  it  barred  its 
sale.  By  the  use  of  machinery  this  difficulty  has  been 
overcome,  and  now  they  can  be  produced  at  the  price 
of  Is.  each.  The  idea  also  occurred  to  the  inventor  that 
what  was  useful  to  the  angler  might  also  be  useful  to  the 
physician.  Sir  Morell  Mackenzie  narrates  a case  where 
two  boys  played  at  fishing.  One  undertook  to  be  the 
fish  and  the  other  the  angler  ; one  swallowed  the  hook 
and  the  other  caught  him.  The  local  doctor  was  called 
in  but  could  do  nothing,  and  the  case  was  brought  to 
Sir  Morell  Mackenzie,  who  says  what  a lot  of  trouble 
that  little  hook  gave  before  it  could  be  extracted.  With 
this  case  before  him,  Mr.  Beaven  has  submitted  it  to 
one  of  the  head  physicians  of  the  Throat  Hospital,  who 
speaks  very  highly  of  it,  and  he  has  given  him  per- 
mission to  use  it,  or  the  idea,  in  any  way  that  shall  be 
beneficial  to  suffering  humanity.  The  use  of  this 
disgorger  to  owners  of  private  waters  will  be  a great 
boon,  preventing  the  wholesale  destruction  of  small  fish, 
and  enabling  the  angler  to  return  to  the  water  all  fish 
under  a certain  size.  The  disgorger  will  be  supplied  to 
the  trade  in  a few  days,  or  can  bo  had  of  Mr.  Beaven, 
St.  Heliers,  Hyde  Side,  Edmonton. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

H.  M.  English. — Dace  of  8oz.  are  recognised  in  many 
clubs  as  “ specimen  ’’  fish.  They  are  sometimes  taken 
weighing  16oz.  and  17oz.,  but  14oz.  and  lOoz.  fish  are 
certainly  not  very  common.  We  cannot  tell  you  of  the 
1888  catch. 

Horton. — The  following  may  interest  you  : — In 
addition  to  the  bust  of  Izaak  Walton  in  St.  Mary  s 
Church,  Stafford,  and  the  tombstone  in  Winchester 
Cathedral,  there  is  a stained  glass  window  of  two  lights 
in  Madeley  (Staffordshire)  Parish  Church,  which  was 
placed  in  1889  by  Messrs.  Hardman  and  Co  , of  Bir- 
mingham. The  inscription  under  the  left-hand  light 
runs  as  follows  : “ To  the  glory  of  God  and  in  memory 
of  Izaak  Walton  (Piecator),  a.d.  1.593-1683,’’  and  in  the 
right-hand  light,  “And  of  his  honoured  friend,  John 
Offley,  of  Madeley  Manor,  a.d.  1617-1658.’’  In  the  two 
lights  are  five  subjects  from  the  Bible.  The  centre  one, 
oval  in  form,  is  the  feeding  of  the  five  thousand  with 
five  loaves  and  two  small  fishes,  the  others  being  Jonah 
and  the  whale,  Tobias  and  the  fish,  St.  Peter  taking  the 
stater  from  the  fish’s  mouth,  and  the  fire  of  coals  and 
fish  laid  thereon,  and  bread,  as  recorded  in  St.  John  xxi. 
At  the  bottom  of  the  window  in  the  left-hand  light, 
immediately  over  the  inscription,  is  represented 
St.  Mary’s  Church,  Stafford,  in  which  Izaak  lYalton 
was  baptised,  and  on  it  his  device — the  Crucifixion  on 
the  Anchor  of  Hope.  The  other  light  shows  old  Madeley 
Manor  from  the  view  in  Plot,  of  which  only  the  gateway 
now  remains,  having  in  front  the  Offiey  shield,  charged 
with  a cross  flenry  azure,  having  a “ lion  passant  or”  at 
the  intersection.  The  present  Lord  Crewe  is  a lineal 
descendant  of  Sir  Thomas  Offiey,  and  therefore  of  Izaak 
Walton’s  John  Offley.  He  is  the  eighth  in  direct  line 
from  Sir  Thomas  and  fifth  from  the  above  John  Offley. 


[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 

“ One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument , speculation,  and  exper%~ 
ment.”—T.  E.  Pritt. 

MESSRS.  WOOLGAR  AND  CO. 
gjji —-With  reference  to  tho  paragraph  which  appeared 
in  your  paper  last  week,  will  you  allow  me  to  inform  my 
numerous  friends  in  the  angling  world,  that,  as 
announced  in  your  advertising  columns,  I intend  shortly 
to  commence  business  in  the  waterproof  line,  Ac.,  on  my 
own  account  in  premises  at  19,  Leicester-square.  1 
am,  &0.,  Fredk.  Mai.com 

Thirty  years  manager  to  Messrs.  Vvoolgar 
' and  Co.,  of  Ludgatc  Hill. 


OCTOBER  FISHING. 

— Will  one  of  your  readers  give  mo  tlic  benefit  of 
his  experience,  and  inform  me  where-  for  the  first  three 
weeks  in  October  I,  with  two  friends,  can  find  good 
and  cheap  accommodation  on  tho  Broads,  for  jack  firstly, 
and  perch  and  bream.  I should  like  to  be  sure  of  always 
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getting  jack  baits,  and  should  require  the  use  of  one  or 
two  boats.  Neighbourhood  of  Wroxham  or  Ilickliug 
preferred,  and  must  be  close  to  the  water.  With  rough 
shooting  prefen-ed. — I am,  &c.,  A Party  of  Three. 


FISH  HOOKS. 

Sir, — I notice  at  the  foot  of  a letter  in  your  last  issue, 
signed  by  Mr.  Balck.  of  the  Bostonian  Angling  Society, 
the  following  : “ This  letter  was  originally  written 

•Jan.  1.5,  since  which  date  I see  the  principle  of  the  out 
barb  has  been  been  brousht  out  by  Mr.  Nicholay,  vide 
Fifhiufi  Gillette,  June  3.”  Allow  me  to  state  that  the 
out-barb  book  was  first  tried  in  1888,  .and  has  had  five 
years’  trial  by  that  well-known  s.almon  angler,  Mr. 
Nicholay,  on  salmon  with  splendid  results.  I am  hold- 
ing the  patent  rights,  and  ere  long  they  will  be  in  the 
market  under  the  name  of  the  “Nicholay”  out-barb 
book,  though  Mr.  Nicholay  suggested  that  they  be  called 
“ the  hook  of  the  future.” — 1 am,  &c., 

B.  E.  Bambridge. 


TO  PRE3EEVR  BAITS. 

Sir, — Will  you  allow  me  to  inform  “ Minnow  Fisher,” 
in  answer  to  bis  query  as  to  pre.scrved  minnows  in  your 
issue  of  the  !)th  inst.,  that  1 have  found  the  B.ait  Pre- 
servative, put  up  by  W.  King,  of  157,  C'ommercial-roail, 
E.,  to  be  the  very  best  thing  for  the  purpose,  answering, 
as  it  does,  admirably. 

I have  tried  all  the  usual  methods  of  preserving-  baits 
— salt,  glycerine,  boracic  acid,  spirit  of  wine,  molasses, 
Ac.,  and  from  experience  bav(!  decided  this  to  be 
une(iualle<l.  Hie  fish  preserved  in  it  retaining  .all  their 
sheen  and  brightness,  are  not  shrivelled  nor  shrunk,  but 
in  all  respects  are  the  same  as  when  taken  from  their 
natural  element. 

The  article  appears  to  have  been  im[>roved  njion  of 
late,  as  it  now  contains  no  s.ilt,  and  forms  a colourless 
solution,  a quart  of  which  is  made  from  a shilling 
packet  of  ]iovvder  simply  by  dissolving  it  in  water. — I 
am,  .kc.,  F.  J.  Weui:. 


BAEBKD  WIPE  r.  FI8II  POACHERS. 

Sir, — Concerning  the  editorial  note  to  my  contribution 
on  the  above  subjecc  I may  say  th.at  I naturally  assumed 
that  anglers  would  Vie  quickly  warned  as  to  the  streams 
were  the  barbeil  wire  was.  As  to  pools  were  bathing 
was  practised,  I doubt  whether  wire  could  be  jiut  in  at 
such  a depth  ; and  as  to  danger  to  peojilo  falling  into  a 
river,  they  would  not  be  likely  to  fall  into  the  middle 
except  out  of  a beat,  where  the  w-ater  would  be  too 
deep  to  admit  of  the  possibility  of  barbed  wire.  Another 
advantage  of  the  wire  has  occurred  to  me  : the  night- 
lining fraternity  would  be  checkmated. — I am,  Ac., 

Hreta. 

■ We  c.an  only  repeat  that  we  should  bo  very  sorry  to 
hear  that  any  river  had  been  barb-wired.  -Ei>  , 


SPECIMEN  PIKE. 

Sir, — Will  any  of  your  re.aders  kindly  tell  me  where 
I can  catch  specimen  jiike,  over  30lb.,  in  Ireland  or  in 
Wales,  and  if  live  bait  m.ay  be  used  in  the  winter 
montlis.  Money  no  object. — I am,  Ac.,  Angler. 


FISHING  AT  ST.  MAWES. 

Sir,—  I tried  my  line  in  a day’s  fi.shing  off  Porthmoliin 
Head  and  adjacent  rocky  coast,  but  it  was  an  absolute 
failure  until,  after  several  hours’  patient  waiting,  I took 
off  the  flies  and  the  patent  revolving  bait,  and  fixed  on 
one  of  your  hooks  baited  with  limpet.  Then  we  had 
sport.  We  caught  a couple  of  garfish  (locally  known  as 
Long-nose)  and  some  fair-sized  jiollack.  In  the  evening 
we  came  into  the  harbour  and  fishedfor  chad  on  the  Lugo 
reef.  This  at  times  is  lively  work,  the  fish  taking  the 
hook  immediately  it  is  lowered.  For  bait  we  used  the 
first  ch.ad  we  caught,  cutting  it  up  to  allure  its  fellows  to 
a cannibal  feast.  In  fishing  for  chad,  the  boat  is  moored 
and  the  line  run  out  over  the  side  until  the  plummet 
touches  bottom,  then  it  is  hauled  in  4 or  5 feet.  Violent 
jerkings  and  tuggings  are  the  chad’s  signals  that  he 
wishes  to  be  drawn  up — a wish  that  is  gratified  with  all 
expedition,  and  the  beautiful,  gleaming,  animated  mass 
of  silver  is  leaping  about  the  boat.  The  chad  is  a sub- 
stantially built  fish,  somewhat  like  a perch,  with  a 
similarly  handsome  dorsal  fin  running  the  length  of  his 
back.  He  is  the  possessor  of  a well-developed  muscular 
system,  as  you  learn  if  your  victim  lakes  the  hook  deep 
down  into  the  innermost  portion  of  bis  internal  c.avities, 
for  you  need  to  hold  the  fish  with  strong  fingers  in  order 
to  extract  the  hook.  They  feed  at  sundown,  and  at  that 
hour  several  boats  put  off  to  tempt  them  with  dainties 
of  various  sorts.  One  evening  we  offered  them  cuttle  as 
bait;  but,  although  they  took  it  greedily,  they  did  so 
without  the  hook.  So  wo  had  to  try  a bait  of  greater 
resisting  power,  and  were  fairly  .>-ucce8sful.  For  several 
days  we  have  had  a continuance  of  very  strong  easterly 
winds,  w hicb  arc  not  loved  by  fish  any  more  than  Iiy  man 
or  beast  : ihey  leave  the  harbours  and  bays  and  betake 
themselves  to  the  deep  sea.  We  have  consequently  not 
put  out  in  imrsuit.-  I am,  Ac.,  E.  S. 


THE  ISLAND  OF  BUTE. 

Sir,  - M.  a.  H.'s  letter,  re  sea  fishing  off  the  Isle  of 
Bute,  in  the  issue  of  Sept.  2 remaining  unanswered,  will 
you  find  spf.ee  for  the  small  amount  of  information  I 
am  able  to  iinpait  to  him. 

Generally  speaking,  there  is  very  fair  sea-fishing  to 
be  found  around  Bute.  I do  not  know  whore  M.  A.  B. 
proposes  to  make  his  headquarters,  but  if  he  has  not 
otherwise  arranged  I would  suggest  Rothesay.  It  is  a 
charmingly  situated  spot,  and  within  easy  access — by 
steamer  many  times  a da,y — of  Glasgow,  Greenock, 
Gourock,  Ac.  Boats  are  to  be  hired  at  sixpence  jier 
hour  or  considerably  less  by  the  week — and  as  to  bait. 


plenty  of  cockles  and  ragworm  are  to  be  procured  from 
the  small  boys.  The  fish  which  will  be  principally 
found  in  October  are  cod,  skate,  codlings,  lythe,  pollack, 
wrasse,  and  occasionally  bass.  Tush  (or  torse),  as  well 
as  ling,  are  also  at  times  to  be  met  with.  For  boat  fish- 
ing Loch  Striven  will  be  found  a good  spot,  also  off 
Toward  Point  on  the  mainland,  off  Arbeg  Point,  Bogany 
Point,  if  well  out  of  the  fairway  of  the  steamers ; 
Ascog  Bay,  just  to  the  north  of  Ascog  Point,  is  a spot 
where  I have  met  with  good  sport.  Further  towards 
fhe  south,  from  Bruchag  Point  to  round  the  Garrock 
Head,  there  are  plenty  of  good  fishing  grounds. 

As  regards  the  rock  fishing  from' the  shore,  varying 
sport  is  to  be  met  with  from  any  of  the  rocks  round  the 
southern  part  of  the  isl.and,  chiefly  among  lyihe  and 
cod.  The  former  will  rise  well  at  a fly  when  twilight  is 
setting  in.  For  preference  use  a white  fly  tied  on  with 
silver  tinsel.  Plenty  of  suitable  flies  are  to  be  bought 
at  Is.  or  Is.  Od.  a dozen  at  half-a-dozen  shops  in  Rothesay. 
Off  Kilchatten  B.ay  flat  fish  may  be  had.  In  the  Kyles 
of  Bute  and  in  Loch  Ridden  there  are  plenty  of  fish,  in 
fact,  they  are  to  be  found  all  round  the  island.  There 
is  some  fresh-water  fishing,  chiefly  pike,  in  Lochs  Fad 
and  Ascog,  and,  as  a rule,  permission  to  fish  therein  will 
be  granted  on  personal  ap])lication  .and  the  presentation 
of  a visiting-card  to  the  resident  agent  of  the  Marquis 
of  Bute,  at  his  office  at  Rothesay. 

From  the  steamboat  pier  at  Rothesay  innumerable 
small  lythe  are  to  he  caught  by  rod  and  line,  in  fact, 
Ihey  frequently  bite  as  fast  as  one  can  liait  a book.  I 
found  cockles,  which  are  sold  by  old  women  just  at  the 
entrance  to  the  pier,  or  rather  quay,  a very  good  bait 
for  tin  se. 

I do  not  think,  if  I may  judge  from  my  own 
experience  of  the  Isle  of  Bute,  that  M.  A.  B.  will  have 
.any  occasion  to  regret  his  visit— at  least,  from  a sea- 
fishing  point  of  view.--  I am,  ,\:c.,  M.  M. 


FISHING  AT  CHRISTCHURCH. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  “A.  B.  E.’s ’’  letter  in  last  week’s 
Fishinf;  Gd'.ette,  Mr.  Tugwell  has  left  Bournemouth,  but 
bo  will  ha  able  to  procure  tickets  of  Mr.  J.  Poole,  the 
White  Horse  Hotel,  Pokesdown,  who  manages  the  fish- 
ing for  the  owner.  The  tickets  are  .5s.  per  day.  I Inave 
just  returned  from  Bournemouth,  and  had  a couple  of 
days  on  the  Stour,  in  which  I had  iHlb.  of  chub,  the  five 
best  fish  going  2n jib.  'The  majority  of  these  fish  were 
caught  before  twelve  o’clock,  as  after  that  the  boating 
is  a bit  of  a nuisance,  the  river  being  r.ither  narrow. 
Mr.  Poole  w-ould  no  doubt  be  able  to  accommodate 
intending  visitors.  “ A.  B.  E.”  would  be  able  to 
procure  a boat  from  the  New  Inn,  which  is  just  by 
Iford  Bridge.  I paid  7s.  for  the  two  days.  'Tlicrc  ai-’e 
very  fine  roach,  chnb,  .and  jnck  in  the  river,  and  a fair 
ii.sherman  should  do  very  well.  There  are  plenty  of  good 
swims  available  from  the  bank.  If  your  correspondent 
were  staying  in  Bournemouth  the  best  plan  would  be 
for  him  to  go  to  Pokesdown  by  train  (about  two  miles), 
and  then  walk  to  Iford,  which  is  about  a mile  from  the 
station.  The  White  Horse  is  opposite  the  .sta.t.ion. — 
I am,  Ac.,  E.  it. 

Sir,— In  reply  to  your  correspondent  A.  B.  E..  there  is 
very  good  roach  and  dace  fishing  at  Christchurch,  and 
by  staying  at  the  King’s  Arms  Hotel  the  fishing  is  free. 

For  salmon  fishing  there  a 20s.  licence  is  required.  I 
believe  Mr.  !8bar|i,  of  Christchurch,  is  the  secretary  of 
the  Avon  Fishery  Board. 

Anyone  intending  fishing  the  Avon  had  better  take 
tliiir  own  bait.-  I am,  Ac.,  W.  11.  C. 


Sir, — In  answer  to  your  corre.spondent  “ A.  B.  E.,” 
very  good  fishing  c.an  be  had  on  Mr.  Godd.ard’s  water  at 
East  Parley,  a daily  ticket  for  which  is  obtainable 
either  by  writing  or  calling  at  his  residence.  Parley 
Court.  The  charge  is  5s.  per  day. — I am,  Ac., 

Albert  G.  Clinton. 


CIRCUMVENTING  THE  FISH  POACHER.— 
ANOTHER  PLAN. 

.Sir, — In  spite  of  your  ouinion,  barbed  wire  is  useful 
in  its  place,  but  certainly  that  place  is  not  the  bed  of  a 
river.  Leaving  out  of  account  its  possible  danger  to 
waders,  cattle,  .Ac.,  really  it  would  not  have  a very 
deterrent  effect  on  netting  poachers.  In  this  district 
(the  Lakes)  .at  one  time,  every  “ dub  ” was  staked,  and  the 
stake  plentifully  studded  with  nails  and  tenter  hooks. 
For  an,v  good  the.v  did,  the  stakes  might  have  been  a.s 
well  planted  on  Helvellyn.  He  was  a renj  amateur 
poacher  who  suffered  bis  net  to  run  foul  of  a stake. 
'Ihe  rots  used  were  weighted  with  lead  a-t  the  bottom, 
and  at  the  top  had  a row  of  corks.  ( )ue  man  wading 
behind  the  net  was  sufficient  to  keip  it  clear  of  all 
obstruction.  The  position  of  the  slake  in  the  “ dub  ” 
was  known,  and  the  net  simply  lifted  clean  over  it. 
The  Board  of  Conwervator.s  found  out  they  had  been 
)iut  to  the  trouble  and  expense  for  no  good  at  all. 
Poachers  will  never  venture  to  net  a hole  without  having 
lirst  reconnoitred  it.  Barbed  wire  would  easily  be 
removed,  cither  by  a grappling  iron  Ihrovvn  over  it,  or 
for  that  matter,  in  shallower  pl.aces  by  being  cut  W'ith 
pliers. 

No,  I am  afraid  we  sb.all  have  to  look  elsewhere  for  a 
protection,  and  1 will  give  one  or  two  methods  which 
have  been  proved  of  great  use.  I might,  however, 
mention  that  boulders  and  large  stenes  in  the  bed  of  the 
river  are  the  best  bolds,  .and  most  satisfactory  means  of 
protecting  fish  that  can  be  devised.  Nothing  upsets  the 
plans  of  a poacher  so  much  as  branches  and  “sprags” 
caught  in  the  bed ; and  this  has  suggested  a w’ay  of 
circumventing  the  poacher.  Let  your  watcher  provide 
himself  with  a number  of  pieces  of  .-^tout  twine  about  a 
yard  in  length.  When  he  comes  to  a part  of  the  river 


at  all  likely  to  be  netted,  he  will  tie  to  one  end  of  the 
string  a stone  of  moderate  size,  and  to  the  other  a small 
thorn  branch,  leaving  about  eighteen  inches  of  twine 
between  them.  This  thrown  into  the  river  will  remain 
in  its  jilace,  and  completely  baffle  the  netter,  by  catching 
his  net  and  hampering  its  working.  A flood  will  remove 
the  branches  and  they  will  consequently  need  constantly 
renewing ; but  the  plan  has  the  advantage  of  cheapness, 
and  may  be  carried  out  by  the  watcher  concurrently 
with  his  other  duties. 

Another  plan  is  to  fix  large  tenter  hooks  into  stones, 
and  deposit  them  in  the  middle  of  the  river.  The  hooks 
c.atching  the  net  will  tear  it  and  allow  the  fish  to  escape. 

The  biggest  pests  in  a trout  river  are,  without  doubt, 
coarse  fish.  If  you  wish  to  rid  the  river  of  them,  I give 
here  a plan  by  which  it  may  be  done.  Get  from  the 
druggist  fonr-pennvworth  of  Indian  hockleberry  {Coculus 
Iiulicus).  Grind  this  to  powder  and  mix  with  wdieat 
flour,  add  sufficient  water  to  make  stiff  dough,  and  carry 
to  waterside.  Now  make  your  dough  into  .small  pellets, 
and  cast  into  the  water  by  the  handful.  In  the  course 
of  twenty  minutes  or  half  an  hour,  your  coarse  fish  will 
appear  at  the  top  of  the  water  swimming  about  in  a 
dazed  condition,  and  may  then  be  removed  with  a land- 
ing-net. You  need  not  be  at  all  afraid  of  killing  trout, 
as  they  will  not  take  the  paste.  The  poisoned  fish  are 
in  no  wise  spoiled  for  eating,  and  any  not  removed  from 
the  water  very  quickly  recover  from  its  effects. — 
I am,  Ac.,  C.  W.  W. 


LAMBETH  CEMETERY. 

Sir, — The  Lambeth  jiarochial  cemetery  is  situated  at 
Lower  Tooting,  not  very  far  from  the  River  Wandle. 
But  the  chief  purpose  of  this  note  is  to  ask  if  it  be 
really  true  that  in  a portion  of  this  parochial  cemetery, 
with  the  frequent  burials  in  the  third-class  ground 
therein,  favvdnst  is,  as  is  alleged  to  be,  placed  ju  some 
of  the  deep  graves  to  hide  the  water  into  which  the 
coflin  containing  a dead  body  is  about  to  be  placed  ? An 
answer,  .aye  or  nay,  should  be  forthcoming,  not  only  iu 
the  public  health  interest,  but  in  regard  to  the  feelings 
of  the  poor  relatives  mourning  the  loss  of  dear  friends. 

Another  parochial  cemetery  for  Streatham  parish  is 
about  being  completed  also  at  Lower  Tooting,  nearly 
opposite  to  the  well-known  almshouses  and  grounds 
connected  with  8t.  Clement  Danes,  in  the  Strand. 
This  nevv  cemetery  must  be  about  on  the  same  level  as 
some  of  the  first  and  second  class  portions  of  the 
Lambeth  cemetery,  and  shows  the  absolute  necessity 
for  the  adoption  of  cremation. — I am,  Ac., 

Inquirer. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a list  of  piscatorial  patents,  which  is 
supplied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
Registered  Patent  Agents,  and  Attorneys  tor  British, 
Colonial,  and  Foreign  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade 
Marks,  7G,  Chancery-lane,  Holborn,  W.C.  All  inquiries 
answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers  : 
Applications  fob  Patent.?. 

l<i,.527.  Tebbo  Tebben,  of  233,  Friedrichstrasse,  Berlin, 
Germany,  for  drawing  device  for  net- 
frames  used  for  high-sea  fishing. 

10,8-12.  Charles  Wyers,  of  London,  for  a now  or 
improved  box  or  case  for  holding  or  contain- 
ing fish  hooks  and  artificial  flies  mounted 
upon  or  attached  to  gut  or  hair. 

Patent  Published. 

Lines  for  deep  sea-fishing.  Patentee : Mr.  Geo. 

Purdy.  The  invention  is  designed  to  give 
greater  strength  and  durability  to  lines  used 
in  deep-sea  fishing,  to  facilitate  shooting 
out  and  hauling  in  the  lines,  and  baiting  the 
hooks,  and  removal  of  the  fish.  Lines  of 
finall  iron,  or  steel  wires,  preferably  gal- 
vanised, are  substituted  for  the  ordinary 
twine  lines,  and  made  into  a flexible  cord  of 
about  3-32nd  to  4-32nd  of  an  inch  in  diameter, 
and  provided  at  intervals  with  “eyelets  ” t» 
attach  spring-hooks,  to  the  tail  end  of  which 
the  “cast  ” of  the  bait  hook  is  secured.  A 
winch  roll  is  nsed  for  shooting  out  and 
hauling  in.  and  the  line  reeled  without  the 
hooks,  which  are  ready  baited  to  attach  to 
spring  hook  as  line  is  hauled  in.  When  the 
line  is  to  be  hauled  in  tlie  winch  roll  is 
operated,  and  the  line  reeled  on,  each  hook 
with  (or  without)  fish  is  attached,  and  fish 
taken  off,  when  the  hooka  are  laid  aside  to  bo 
cleared  or  re-baited. 


A NATIVE  of  Brazil  will  consume  as  many  as  twenty 
or  thirty  turtles’  egg.s  at  a inesl,  .and  a European  wiil 
eat  a dozen  at  a breakfast.  They  make  .an  excellent 
omelette.  'The  Indiana  frequently  eat  them  raw,  mixed 
with  their  cassava  flour. 

In  fishes  which  live  near  the  bottom  of  sea  or  river 
and  among  the  rocks,  such  as  the  sea  bass  and  perch, 
the  scales  are  u.sually  thick,  hard,  closely  imbricated, 
and  deeply  set  iu  their  sheaths,  forming  an  impermeable 
coat  of  mail.  In  fishes  which  live  in  the  mud,  such  as 
the  carp,  the  scales  are  usually  covered  by  thick  layers 
of  epidermis  and  mucus.  In  fishes  which  swim  free  and 
lar  from  shore,  such  as  the  herrings  and  the  white 
fishes,  the  scales  are  attached  merely  by  a small  area  of 
their  rims,  and,  being  but  slightly  covered  with  epi- 
dermis, are  easily  rubbed  off.  Scales  thus  removed  are 
in  many  fishes  easily  renewed.  'The  smooth,  polished 
surface  of  the  closely-set  scales  off  ers  little  resistance  to 
the  motion  of  the  fish  as  it  glides  swiftly  through  the 
water. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  16,  1893. 


^ angling  fixtures. 

S^tember  17.  

Allaaon  United  : Brake  outing. 

Amicable  Excelsior  : Match  at  Esher. 

Amicable  Waltoniaiis  : Match  at  Amberlev. 

Anglers  Pride  : Match  at  Woking. 

Battersea  Friendly  : Match  at  Pulborough. 

Bomore : Roving  match. 

Brunswick  Brothers  : Match  at  Chelmsford. 

Etopham  Junction  : Match  at  Woking. 

Cobden  : Match  at  Pangbourne. 
iorest  Gate  : Match  at  Waltham. 

Good  Intent : Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

Hoxton  Brothers  : Match  at  Ware. 

Indepei^ent  Brothers : Match  at  Cookham. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society  : Competition. 

Eiverpool  : Match  in  the  Severn, 

Peckham  Brothers .-  Match  at  Byfleet. 

Second  Surrey  ; Match  at  Amberley. 

South  London  : Match  at  Pulborough. 

September  18. 

Anglers  Association  Monthly  Delegate  Meeting  at 
Foresters’  Hall ; 8.30  sharp. 

September  19. 

Gresham  Angling  Society’s  three  days’  exhibition  of 
tackle  stuffed  fish,  &c.,  at  Mason’s  Hall  Tavern 
(luesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday). 

September  20. 

South  London  : Match  at  Weybridge 
S^tember  21. 

Copenhagen : Smoking  concert. 

Piscatorials  : Match  at  Ormesby. 
JVewAlbions:  Sea-fishing  outing. 

September  22, 

Anglers’  Ben^lent  Society : Committee  meeting. 


Sept.  24.— 


Oct, 


24 

24 

24 

24 

24, 

24, 

24, 

24. 

25. 
25. 
25. 
27. 
30. 

1. 

1. 

3. 

8. 

15. 


fixtures  for  the  FUTURE. 

■Blackfriars  : Match  at  Woking. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  : Roving  match. 

• Free  competition  in  Slough  Canal  to  members 
ot  Anglers’  Association. 

■ Havelock  : Match  at  Shepperton. 

. Liverpool : Dinner  match. 

Phcenix  : Match  at  Maldon. 

—Rodney  ; Outing  to  Windsor. 

,— Wenlock  ; Outing  at  Witham. 

—Hearts  of  Oak  : Visit. 

Lincoln  : Benefit  concert. 

Mitre  Brothers  : Smoking  concert 
—Seymour  Brothers  : Visit. 

Forest  Gate  . Match  at  Langford. 

.— Isling^n  Brothers  : Match  at  Witham, 
—West  Ham  : Match  at  Dedham. 

— Good  Intent  • Concert. 

—Golden  Barhel ; Match  at  Langford. 
-Amicable  Brothers  : Prize  outing  ; Match  at 
ot.  Margaret’s. 


JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAY. 

IzAAK  Walton’s  tercentenary  was  observed  on 
Wednesday  Aug.  9,  by  the  Chicago  Ply  Casting  Club  at 
its  Walton  House,  World’s  Columbian  Ex  position,  with  a 
club  contest  for  gold  medals.  Someone  had  given  out 
^reliable  information  to  the  daily  press  to  the  effect 
that  the  club  would  hold  an  open  tournament  and  dedi- 
cate the  house  on  that  day,  in  consequence  of  which 
over  a thousand  people,  including  hundreds  of  anelers 
and  sportsmen,  assembled  on  the  lawn  arpund  the  house 
waiting  for  something  to  happen.  As  the  officers  of  the 
club  knew  nothing  of  such  an  arrangement,  the  assembly 
waited  in  jam  ; but  members  gave  exhibitions  of  flv 
casting  and  bait  casting,  which  served  to  interest  the 
spectators  until  the  regular  medal  events  came  off  when 
crowded  that  pedestrians 
had  difficulty  in  getting  to  the  Art  Palace,  just  beyond 
The  inaugural  open  tournament  will  be  given  on 
Thursday  next.  Sept.  21.  In  the  contest  for  distance 
and  accuracy  combined,  J.  E.  Isgrigg  won  the  medal 
W V Wilkifson  next  with  92I 

andF.  B.  Davidson 
80  each.  The  long  distance  medal  was  won  bv  W E 
Goodsell,  who  cast  75  feet,  J.  E.  Is<»rigg  nAt  with 
71  feet,  E E.  Wilkinson  70,  W.  H.  Babffck  fil  P B 
Davidson  58.  In  the  bait  casting,  E.  E.  Wilkinson  had 
a walk  over  on  an  average  of  109  4-5,  his  longest  cast 
being  136  feet  Messrs.  Babcock  and  Davidson  with- 
drawing  after  the  first  cast.  Mr.  G.  W.  Strell  iudired 
dhfi^r  ti>?®  keeper.  Mr.  Goodseli 

distance”'^^'^  and  now  holds  the  club  record  for 

******  ’*^ 

At  a committee  meeting  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers’ 
Society  held  on  Tuesday  last.  Professor  Dr.  Heincke  of 
the  German  fisheries,  was  elected  an  honorary  member. 
Ihe  executive  also  decided  upon  fixing  an  outaig shortly 
and  the  railway  companies  are  to  be  asked  to  receive  a 

to  undertook 

to  attend  to  the  correspondence  and  other  business  of 
the  society  during  the  unavoidable  absence  abroad  of 
the  hon.  sec.  next  winter.  . 

* * * * ^ « * 

state  of  the  water  in  Wimbledon 
ke,  several  fair  baskets  of  bream  have  been  obtained 
ledgenng  with  gentles.  A pellet  of  stiffish  bread  and 

three  and  about  as  thick  as 

’ ®.t»otild  be  well  squeezed  round  three  shots,  placed 
f ®'P^f't>  .about  fifteen  inches  from  the  hook^  No 

thentheTfJ'V\'’®?AT®‘^’  bullet  is  preferred, - 

then  the  pellet  should  be  squeezed  around  it,  Ld  these 


can  easily  be  cast  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  yards  or 
He  ®°®asion  to  hold  the  rod,  and  when 

carefiillv  ^ the  novice  should  strike 

elie-hHv^.,,-0^'”*^  times  out  of  ten  when  the  line  is 
canseJ  h or  only  drawn  out  an  inch  or  two,  it  is 
etriking  is  only  a wa^te  of 
w^fer  °^®''  .1.000  Prussian  carp  from  a private 

verv  ZT  ’^*^®  ®°™®  time  back, 

nhenomenol  i oaptured.  Considering  the 

ptienomenal  drought,  the  water  is  in  good  condition. 

TrtbnniG°U?  decision  of  the  Behring  Sea 

i ibunal,  a close  season  is  esfablish,ed  fqr  seals  to  begin 

fcved  iIh  The  close  season  shall  \e 

Behrin?  Sea  a'"  the  North  Pacific  Ocean  and  the 

ing  s xfv  mBe/ established  extend- 
ing sixty  miles  around  the  islands.  Pelagic  sealing  is 
allowed  outside  this  zone  from  Aug.  1,  bft  thruse  of 
rearms  in  sealing  is  prohibited.  As  this  is  what 

a ^Ttor^v  Hr  a"®'^  control  the  sea  for,  it  is  practically 
a victory  for  American  principles. 

m * * * 

IHE  ornamental  water  in  the  grounds  of  Prograore 
bv  the’w-*^^  Windsor  Castle,  has  been  recently  Netted 
SevHu^v  ? '°L  Preservation  Society 

Wolks  lake  being  cleaned  by  the  Office  of 

Works.  A large  number  of  carp,  tench,  and  other  fis’a 

Bridgr’^^Mr'^  h Thames  at  Windsor 

tTn^fite  years*^*' 

* 

ro^^rf^  f assembled  at  that  pleasant 

resort.  Bad  Boll  (says  the  Gentlewoman),  in  the  wildest 
part  of  the  beautiful  valley  of  the  Wutach,  in  the  Black 
Forest,  where  in  spite  of  dearth  of  water  elsewhere 

The  inhabitants  of  this 
.plendid  Baden  tableland  were  surprised  at  the  spectacle 
of  men  in  indiarubbor  trousers,”  as  they  designated 
wading  stockings  ; but  when  the  ladies  appeared  upon  the 
scene  with  their  rods,  and  recklessly  walked  into  the 
river,  the  insanity  of  the  Briton  was  established  beyond 
redemption  Ladies  have  before  now  waded  salmon 
attired  in  indiarubber  trousers,”  but  in 
the  Black  Forest  they  seek  no  protection  whatever,  but 
emulating  the  Scottish  maiden,  just  raise  their  petticoats 
and  walk  in  In  order  to  reach  lower  or  higher  points 
of  the  river  for  angling  purposes,  it  is  necessary  to  cross 
and  recross  the  stream,  and  this  has  to  be  done  by  the 
pnmitiv®  method  of  wading.  The  experiences  of  a 
walking  party  may  therefore  be  conceived  ; but  they  do 
not  deter  ladies  from  taking  part  in  them,  and  clearly  to 
their  intense  enjoyment. 

****** 

A YOUNGER  brother,  Mr.  George  A.  Cheney,  who  is  a 
resident  in  Vancouver,  B.C.,  telegraphed  me  that  he 
nad  sent  me  the  largest  salmon  ever  caught  in  British 
Columbia  ; and  just  a week  later  it  arrived  in  splendid 
condition,  as  fresh  and  bright,  apparently,  as  if  just 
taken  from  the  water.  The  big  box  containing  the  fish 
bore  on  its  sides  in  letters  a foot  high,  the  leglind  “It 
beats  the  record.  The  largest  red  salmon  ever  taken 
Caught  in  leaser  river,  British  Columbia,  weight 
85  pounds  The  salmon  was  packed  for  shipment  by 
Winch  and  Bower,  of  Vancouver ; and  a copy  of  the 
Vmicouver  Borld,  which  came  a day  or  two  later 
informed  me  that  the  fish  had  been  on  exhibition  for  one 
day  at  the  establishment  of  Winch  and  Bower,  where  it 
had  attracted  great  crowds  of  people.  The  salmon 
weighed  S51b  when  It  was  caught,  and  when  I unpacked 
'^'’®®®®‘^-  ^ tape  line  gave  the 
length  of  the  fish  from  snout  to  end  of  tail,  55|  inches 
and  the  girth  34^^  inches.  It  was  a red  salmon. — A n’ 
Cheney  in  Shooting  and  Fishing, 

* * * # 

n 9?  Monday  last,  whilst  fishing  with  Mr.  Palmer  Mr 
t iT'i  captured  a nice  perch  of  Iflb.  Lurasden,’ 

ot  Datchet,  was  the  puntsman. 


According  to  a contemporary  Mr.  H.  M.  Stanley  is 
employing  his  time  in  writing  stories  for  Boys.  His 
editor,  Mr  Edward  Step,  is  the  grandson  of  a man  vrho 
commanded  a gunboat  under  Nelson,  and  who  had  the 
(tor  one  of  Nelson  smen)  rather  rare  experience  of  beins 
made  a prisoner  by  the  French. 

****** 

One  of  the  events  arranged  for  in  the  Gresham  pro- 
gramme came  off  last  Saturday,  when  a number  of  the 
members  went  down  to  Kelvedon  to  try  their  skill  in 
casting.  'The  first  competition  was  casting  in  the 
Ihames  style  for  a pike  rod,  given  by  Mr.  Young,  which 
was  won  by  Dr.  Patterson  with  a cast  of  121  feet.  The 
next  was  castmg  in  the  Nottingham  style  for  a pike  bag, 
given  by  Mr.  E.  C.  Clements,  and  was  won  by  Mr  J Bj 
Close  with  a cast  of  116  feet.  The  fly  casting ‘for  a,’ 
spirit  flask  also  given  by  Mr.  Clements,  was  won  bv. 

of  61  feet.  Mr.  Wright  woul# 
probably  have  figured  in  the  prize  list  had  he  taken  the 
precantiofi  ei  tt«ng  a longer  line.  After  the  tourna- 
ment, the  members  partook  of  a substantial  tea,  and 
returned  to  town,  having  spent  a most  enjoyable  day. 
****** 

Mr.  H.  j Tibbatts,  of  the  Citizen,  70,  Houndsditch, 
writes  : Have  been  to-day  (Tuesday),  by  special  permit, 

to  sample  the  latest  acquisition  of  the  Anglers’  Associa- 
tion, VIZ.,  Langford  Hall  Water.  The  water  is  of 
course  very  bright,  and  I did  no  good  until  the  sun 
went  down  behind  the  trees  about  5.30,  then,  in  one 
hour,  took  71b.  of  handsome  roach.” 

• ■ . * * * # * * 

The  fi.shing  on  Lake  Vymwy  closed  on  the  15th  inst. 


In  Ireland,  on  the  9th  inst.,  at  a place  called 
^ gentleman  had  been  using,  without 
^ect,  a fly  wd.  On  his  cast  were  three  flies  (“Small 
« 9?-''  "Of  stated,  he  laid  his  rod  on 

the  bank,  the  flies  dangling  in  the  water.  On  his  return 
he  was  surprised”  to  find  three  trout-one  on  each 
hook— and  each  trout  weighing  lib.  ! Vide  page  235 
****** 

In  another  part  of  the  paper  a “fact”  is  recorded 
where  an  ardent  lollower  of  thegentle  art  was  not  quite 
so  successful  as  the  fly  fisherman.  This  one  was  coarse 
hshing  for  pike— and  it  was  only  natural  that  he  should 
use  a spoon.  No  doubt  there  are  various  methods  of 
manipulating  a spoon.  The  method  adopted  by  this 
worthy  disciple  of  Izaak  Walton  was  somewhat  similar 
to  the  Curameravanig  ease,  only  it  was  not  an 
accident.^^  The  water  was  beautifully  clear— no  excuse 

i.  seeing  the  tempting 

morsel  an^d,  although  the  anxious  angler  sat  patiently 
watching  his  float  in  eager  expectancy  of  a “bite”  at 

L^®+^i/+u^  *®ff  severely  alone  ! Of  course, 

ne  told  them  at  the  club  that  the  fish  were  “dead  off." 
****** 

Be  not  disheartened,  brother  bottom  fishermen  ' If 
you  cannot  throw  a fly,  drop  it  in.  If  the  fish  do  not 
seize  with  avidity  your  beautifully  plated  and  highly 
polished  spoon,  put  another  gentle  on,  or  lower  it  an 
inch  or  two  ; it  that  does  not  answer,  raise  it  an  inch  or 
LT'  i^^''?®''®!’®  ! That  is  the  one  great  lesson  to  be 
learned  before  yon  may  consider  .yourselves  “successful” 
anglers. 

****** 

Sport  at  the  “ Sportsman’s  Arms,”  Ormesby  Broad 
appears  to  be  as  worthy  of  record  as  ever.  Mr.  Oliver 
Burton  of  Leicester,  has  had  another  “three  days  off,” 
and  although  the  wind  was  nor’-east  and  sport  non 
est  he  captured  371b.  of  good  fish,  and  winds  up  his 
letter  to  me  by  comforting  himself  with  the  fact  that 
he  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  outing— slept  well,  fed  well, 
and  telt  well. 

****** 

Another  success  in  the  way  of  exhibitions  has  been 
opened  at  the  Royal  Aquarium.  This  time  one  which 
appeals  direct  to  smokers,  and  surely  their  name  is 
legion;  from  the  inveterate  pipe  smoker,  to  the  more 
dainty  cigarette  consumer,  all  will  find  something  which 
will  appeal  to  their  tastes.  On  every  side  inventions 
abound,  which  are  intended  to  enhance  the  pleasure 
given  by  the  fragrant  weed.  It  would  be  invidious  to 
mention  any  names  where  all  are  so  good,  but  almost 
all  followers  of  the  gentle  craft  are  adorers  of  the 
fragrant  weed,  and  therefore  there,  is  now  at  the  Royal 
Aquarium  an  exhibition  which  will  appeal  to  all  fisher- 
men. ' ^ 


On  Saturday  the  whole  of  the  Royal  Aquarium  troupe 
ot  swimmers  and  divers  gave  an  exhibition  of  their 
aquatic  prowess  in  the  Thames.  The  performance  con- 
sisted of  illustrations  of  saving  life  from  drowning, 
tanoy  and  ornamental  swimming,  various  forms  of 

diving,  swimming  with  hauls  and  feet  tied,  floating  in 
grimps,  throwing  somersaults,  and  numberless  trick 
teats,  concluding  with  all  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  of 
the  troupe  forming  a long*  1 ne,  all  swimmingfon  the  back 
with  arms  only,  the  feet  forimng:  links  in  the  long- chain, 
^ the:  water  tried  the  less  hardy  members 

Or  the  troupe,  whose  exhaustion  by  a stay  of  nearly  an 
hour  in  the  water  was  relieved  by  cocoatina  and 
iitxshaw  s champagne  brandy. 

****** 

The  following  should  have  been  placed  amongst  the 
Keports  from  Olubs,"  but  as  the  name  of  the  society 
was  omitted,  it  is  impossible  to  say  what  club  it  is 
intended  for:  “On  the  10th  inst.,  Mr.  Holder  had  a 
splendid  show  of  roach,  he  saving  the  club  from  a blank. 
Members  will  greatly  oblige  by  putting  in  au  appearance 
next  meeting  night.— J.  Gi-Bbons,  hon.  sec.” 
****** 

In  answer  to  numerous  inquiries  as  to  where  the 
photograph  of  the  Walton  Tercentenary  luncheon  can 
be  obta,ined,  we  gladly  repeat  the  name  and  address  of 
the  artists— Messrs.  Clarke  and  Clarke,  Clapham 
Junction  Art  Studio.  Clapham  Junction.  SW  The 
price  is  2s.  6 i, 

*_***** 

AngIjErs  will  have  an  opportunity  for  the  next  few 
uuys,  .says  the  Bristol  Mercury,  of  seeing,  at  the 
R.  D.  Frost,  Victoria-street,  the  huge 
trout  whjch  was  caught  at  Iwood,  Congresbury,  on 
miFr-V’  "-a-ter  preserved  by  Mr.  C.  L.  F.  Edwards. 
XiijGi  l^out  was  found  dead,  with  a number  of  others,  after 
severe  thunderstorm.  Its  weight  was  131b.  4oz.,  its 
2ft.  bin.,  and  its  girth  1ft.  Gin.  It  was  sent  to 
j^Mondon  to  be  stuffed  and  mounted,  and  has  now  been 
Some  controversy  arose  at  the  time  the  fish 
■.’was  taken,  several  anglers  affirming  that  it  was  not  a 
^mmon  trout.  Mr.  Marston,  the  editor  of  the  Fishing 
Ga^eife,  has  now  settled  the  dispute,  for,  after  inspecting 
the  fish  in  London,  he  has  certified  that  it  is  a common 
trout,  and  it  appears  to  be  the  largest  Salmo  fari» 
known. 

****** 

On  'Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday  evenings, 
beptember  19.  20,  and  21,  the  spacious  club-room  of  the 
Greshatn  Angling  Society  will  be  en  fete.  As  announced 
last  week,  “all  the  ends  of  the  earth  ” have  come  to  the 
assistance  of  the  excellent  committee  who  are  responsible 
tor  the  show.  Tuesday  will  be  the  “Ladies’ Night,”  that  is 
to  say,  the  night  on  which  ladies  will  be  admitted,  either 
aocompani®d  or  unaccompanied  by  gentlemen.  On 
Wednesday  evening  there  will  be  an  addition  to  the 
collection  in  the  shape  of  a Dragnet. 
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REPORTS  FROM  JMRS,  LOCHS, 

1^  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
shmdd  send  a post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstari’s  House.  Fetter-lane,  London. 

The  increasing  demand  for  the  FISHING 
GAZETTE  necessitates  our  going  to  press 
somewhat  earlier  than  heretofore.  River 
reporters  wiil  oblige  by  sending  reports  so 
that  they  may  arrive  on  Thursday  evening 
at  latest  to  guarantee  insertion. 


TIDE  TABLES. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 

Bridge  given  below.  . 

r55  min.  for  Kew. 

\ 75  ,,  ,,  Richmond. 

Add<80  „ „ Twicken- 

I ham. 

k85  „ „ Teddington 

Example  —If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  o.uo  or  bo 

minutes  later.  ii, 

N.B.— A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


r30  min.  for  Chelsea. 

\40  „ „ Putney. 

Add  <45  „ „ Hammer- 

smith. 

^50  ..  ..  Barnes. 


Morning. 

5.12 

5.45 

6.24 

7.16 

8.34 

10.13 

11.36 


Evening. 

5.27 
6.  4 
6.47 
7.52 
9.23 
10.58 


Saturday,  Sept.  16 
Sunday, 

Monday, 

Tuesday, 

Wednesday, 

Thursday, 

Friday, 

High  Water  at  Amberlet  and  Pulborough. 

Morning.  Evening 

Saturday,  Sept.  16  o o2  6.  7 

Sunday,  „ 17  *5.25  6 44 

Monday  18  4 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 

^Pulborough  will  be  two  hours  forty  minutes  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  EEPORTS. 


Lower  Thames.  — General  Eemares.  The 
anglers,  if  angling  it  can  be  called,  are  receiving  very 
kindly  the  notice  as  to  the  abolition  of  trailing. 
Amongst  the  fishermen  I sent  George  Kosewell,  of 
Shepperton,  a quantity  of  the  handbills,  a copy  of  which 
appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  last  week,  and  I have 
iust  received  a letter  from  him  thanking  me  for  them, 
and  stating  as  follows  : “ I stopped  a lady  and  gentle- 
man trailing  on  Friday  last  and  gave  them  one,  and  am 
pleased  to  say  they  stopped  directly.  I also  cautioned 
two  young  gentlemen  who  were  trailing  on  the  same  day. 
and  they  also  left  off.  I also  gave  one  to  another 
lady  and  gentleman,  and  they  thanked  me  tor  telling 
them.”  These  bills  are  being  circulated  by  thousands, 
and  if  the  action  of  George  Bosewell  is  followed  up  by 
other  fishermen  there  will  be  no  justifying  ground 
for  the  plea  of  ignorance  when  proceedings  are 
taken,  and  I have  addressed  letters  in  my  official 
capacity  from  the  committee  to  each  of  the  nsber- 
men  asking  them  to  assist  generally  in  preventing 
any  violation  of  the  laws  with  especial  reference 
to  trailing.  Although  it  is  reported  the  river  has 
not  been  so  low  for  the  last  ten  years,  it  is  somewhat 
marvellous  there  are  such  good  records  of  sport  from 
several  portions  of  the  Lower  Thames,  and  now  that  the 
weather  is  getting  cooler,  the  fish  will  begin  to  feed 
better.  The  old  angling  hostelry  of  the  Two  Sawyers 
at  Twickenham,  which  for  many  years  was  occupied  by 
the  Coxen  family,  has  recently  changed  hands,  and  the 
place  has  been  thoroughly  cleaned  and  renovoted.  1 am 
interested  in  the  new  occupants,  who  are  desirous  of 
making  it  very  attractive  for  the  anglers,  and  I am  satis- 
fied they  will  cater  for  them  in  the  most  satistactory 
manner.  In  doing  this,  I heartily  wish  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brett  every  success.  As  the  preservation  week  extends 
over  the  17th,  I hope  the  angling  clubs  will  make  a good 
result  at  the  finish,  as  both  the  associations  are  united  in 
their  desire  it  should  prove  a great  success.  B. 

Upper  Thames.— The  upper  reaches  of  the  river 
much  need  rain  for  angling  purposes.  The  ''vstor  is 
stale  and  bright,  and  the  weeds  are  more  rampant  than 
ever.  The  scum  on  the  water,  induced  by  the  heat  and 
the  steam  launch  churning  up,  is  far  from  the  odour  ot 
Ess  Bouquet,  and  this  and  other  elementary  disUir- 
bances  quite  upset  the  chances  of  successful  sport.  16e 
barbel  may  here  and  there  be  seen  in  shoals,  but  they 
will  not  look  at  a bait,  however  wanly  and  artistically 
placed  before  their  serene  loggerheads.  Bankers  in  the 
Marlow  and  Medmenham  waters  have  had  a bit  ot  luck 
with  the  roach,  but  it  is  cruel,  hot,  waiting  before  a 
knock  comes  to  the  float.  Weather  dry  and  » with 

little  indication  of  a change  for  the  better.  Marlow 
Buzz. 

Thames  (Henley). — The  paid  bailiff  employed  by 
the  local  Fishery  Preservation  Association  has  handed 
me  a good  list  of  sport  had  by  a visitor  during  the  past 
ton  days.  1 append  it  for  the  benefit  of  those  readers 


who  can  enjoy  the  pleasure  accruing  from  the  capture  of 
the  smaller  varieties  of  Thames  fish  under  the  condi- 
tions which  have  been  prevalent  for  so  long,  viz.,  gin 
clear  water,  full  of  weeds  floating  and  rooted,  with  a 
plentiful  sprinkling  of  picnic  relics,  such  as  empty 
bottles,  fruit  punnets,  papers,  &c.,  coupled  with 
a stream  very  sluggish,  and  as  often  as  not 
flowing  back  to  the  punt  on  account  of  contrary  breezes. 
The  list  given  is  reliable,  being  copied  from  tbe 
angler’s  personal  diary,  and  it  will  be  t^  means  of  con- 
vincing many  anglers  that  the  stock  of  perch  and  gud- 
geon is  by  no  means  so  small  as  some  writers  imapne. 

I firmly  believe  that  a good  angler  with  a knowledge 
of  how.  when,  and  where  to  angle,  would  not  be 
disappointed  with  the  result  of  a day  devoted  to  perch 
fishing  in  the  Henley  district.  Of  course,  his  knowledge 
would  have  to  be  more  advanced  than  that  shown  by  an 
angler  whom  I recently  watched  in  his  perseverance  to 
catch  a pike.  He  had  fished  several  hours,  but  without 
success,  but  I accounted  for  his  blank  quite  satisfac- 
torily after  due  consideration.  He  was  using  a two  and  a 
half  inch  spoon  bait,  with  a float  set  about  four  feet  from 
it,  the  whole  apparatus  being  quite  stationary  and  visible 
in  the  clear  water.  This  is  no  fabrication,  but  solid  tact 
Details  of  fish  taken  : First  day,  fourteen  dozen  gudgeon 
and  three  roach;  second  day,  two  dozen  roach,  two 
perch,  ten  dozen  gudgeon,  and  one  ]ack,  41b.  ; tmM 
day,  eighteen  dozen  gudgeon,  two  roach,  two  perch,  lib. 
andlilb. ; fourth  day,  thirteen  perch,  111b.,  and  fifteen 
dozen  gudgeon  : fifth  day,  two  chub,  Sjlb.  and  IJlb., 
one  barbel,  and  ten  dozen  gudgeon;  sixth  day,  ten 
dozen  gudgeon,  eighteen  roach,  two  perch,  and  one 
jack,  2ilb.  ; seventh  day,  two  dozen  roach,  three  perch, 
and  four  dozen  gudgeon.  The  successful  angler  was  Mr 
N.  Clark,  out  with  G.  Arlett ; Mr.  Godby  also  has  had 
some  fair  sport,  on  one  occasion  five  dozen  gudgeon  and 
two  jack;  on  another  day  two  perch  and  some  good 
roach  and  one  chub.  A lady  angler  one  day  had  twelve 
dozen  gudgeon  and  two  jack.  A patron  of  A.  Parrott 
in  one  day,  had  four  jack,  three  chub,  three  dozen 
roach,  and  six  dozen  gudgeon  j *hd  on  the  Second  day, 
five  good  perch  and  seven  dozen  gudgeon.  On  the  Ibth 
inst  Mr.  Stopes  had  four  small  jack.  Other  anglers 
have  had  fair  sport,  but  no  very  heavy  specimens  have 
been  taken.  The  pike  season  having  now  commenced 
I may  shortly  have  some  good  details  in  this  branch  of 
angling,  as  last  season  was  very  poor,  owing  no  douDt 
to  the  thinning  of  the  previous  year.  Pike  are  numerous 
in  this  reach,  but  will  not  succumb  to  a stationary 
spoon  ; in  fact,  they  require  considerable  persuasion  to 
be  captured  by  Bambridge’s  fine  stained  single  gut.  As 
the  pleasure  boats  and  launches  are  weekly  becoming 
less  numerous,  anglers’  prospects  are  proportionately 
improving,  and  given  a good  freshening  rwn,  i thinii 
they  will  have  little  to  complain  of.— A.  E.  H. 

Thames  (Kingston).— John  Johnson,  during  the 
week,  thirty-eight  barbel,  seven  bream  ; four  chub,  and 
twelve  dozen  of  roach  and  dace ; J.  Wilkes,  five  bream, 
eight  perch,  thirteen  dozen  of  gudgeon,  and  thirteen 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; J.  Knight  one  day,  twelve 
barbel  and  fourteen  perch,  another  day,  ten  jack,  six 
bream,  and  fourteen  dozen  of  gudgeon,  and  another  day 
fourteen  perch,  one  barbel,  «*d  six  do«wi  roach  and 
dace  ; N.  Bolton,  in  two  days,  301b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; 
one  of  the  bank  anglers  caught  a barbel  ot  S^lb. 

Thames  (Fenton  Hook).— F.  Collier,  one  d^ay  with 
Mr  Wilson,  seven  barbel  and  two  bream,  another  day, 
with  Mr  Turner,  eleven  barbel  and  three  bream, 
another  day,  with  Mr.  Judd,  twenW-one  barbel  and 
three  bream  ; and  another  day,  with  Mr.  Ball  and  friend, 
fifteen  dozen  roach  and  dace,  several  of  the  roach 
weighing  over  lib.  each. 

Thames  (Richmond).— Job  Brain,  in  the  week, 
401b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; Job  Brain,  jun.,  with  Mr. 
Knight,  in  one  day,  271b.  of  roach  and  dace,  tour  barbel, 
and  three  bream. 


Thames  (Shepperton).— George  Eosewell,  in  one 
day,  with  Mr.  George  Palmer,  fishing  on  the  Hallitord 
Deep,  caught  701b.  weight  of  barbel,  the  largest  81b., 
most  of  them,  after  the  sport,  were  returned  to  the 
river  again. 

Thames  (Svmbury). — Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Shewel,  in 
the  week,  fifteen  barbel  and  twenty-five  dozen  ot  roach 
and  dace,  and  Mr.  Edwa,rd  Clarke,  in  one  day,  five  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace,  and  four  bream. 

Thames  (Staines).— John  Keene,  jun.,  has  been  out 
all  the  week,  and  done  well  with  barbel  and  chub  ; his 
two  best  days  were  one  with  Messrs.  Newbury  and 
Grimmell,  401b.  of  barbel  and  chub,  and  a trout  of  nearly 
61b.,  and  the  other  day,  with  Mr.  Eanies  and  friend,  ten 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  three  barbel. 

Thames  (Teddington).— Joseph  Baldwin,  in  two 
days,  seven  barbel  and  ten  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; and 
W.  McBride,  in  the  week,  thirty  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace,  four  jack,  and  six  barbel.  One  of  the  bank  anglers 
has  Uken  a carp  of  91b.  The  bank  anglers  generally 
have  been  doing  well  amongst  the  roach,  dace,  barbei, 
and  bream. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — S.  Cole,  in  the  week, 
501b.  of  roach  and  dace  and  five  barbel ; C.  Brown,  in 
four  and  a half  days,  701b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; J . Coxen, 
in  three  days,  301b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; E.  Coxen,  in  the 
week,  751b.  of  roach  and  dace  and  five  barbel;  James 
Coxen,  in  one  day,  ten  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; George 
Coxen,  in  three  and  a half  days,  twenty-one  dozen  ot 
roach  and  dace  and  three  bream;  J.  Dunn,  in  three 
days,  351b.  of  roach  and  dace,  one  bream,  and  a barbel 
of  31b.  ; J.  Frost,  in  the  week,  451b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; 
G.  Lee',  in  one  day,  four  barbel  and  two  bream  ; and 
John  Spong,  in  seven  days,  701b.  of  roach  and  dace,  four 
bream,  three  jack,  and  six  barbel. 


Thames  (Weyhridge).— Herbert  Curr  dnrii^  the 
week,  with  Mr.  Stanton,  twenty  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace  and  three  large  bream,  and  on  the  8th,  with  Mr. 
Wells,  a nice  trout  of  3jlb. 

Windsor  District.— There  is  still  no  change  here  up 
to  time  of  writing  in  condition  of  water,  which  is  lower 
and  more  stagnant  looking.  Notwithstanding  these  con- 
ditions, some  nice  roach  and  dace  have  been  talron  by 
those  who  know  how  to  fish  low,  ,Lright  waters  Barbel 
are  not  feeding,  but  a nice  fish  ot  5Slb.,  which  had 
broken  away  the  day  before,  and  had  hook  and  trace  still 
in  its  mouth,  was  caught  by  a gentleman  out  with 
Lumsden  of  Datchet.  A tew  jack  havebeen  caught,  also 
chub  and  perch.  Of  the  latter,  Mr.  Lewis  ]un. , of  Eton, 
had  a nice  brace  going  lib.  15oz.  Messrs.  Burke, 
Stevenson,  and  Strange,  of  Windsor,  on  the  9th  inst. 
had  a nice  tray  of  roach  and  dace,  some  of  the  latter 
being  exceptionally  fine,  and  the  roach  of  good  size  a,nd 
condition.  Mr.  Bird,  of  Eton,  has  also  been  taking 
some  capital  roach,  largest  just  11b. 

Ancliolme  District.— Owing  to  the  long-continued 
drought  the  water  is  getting  unusually  blear,  and  there 
has  been  during  the  past  ■week  a considerable  filing  o 
in  the  weight  of  catches.  Both  farmers  and  fishermen 
are  now  crying  out  for  rain.  Should  this  come  sport 
would  probably  be  abnormally  good.— Thomas  Ford. 

Briehton.— Sea  Angling.- Boat  angling  for  plaice, 

&c.,  continues  in  full  swing  off  the  Kemptown  end  of 
Brighton.  The  best  takes  appear  to  be  made  about  halt 
a mile  from  the  shore,  on  the  sandy  ground,  and  of  the 
baits  used,  mussel  or  lug  worm  are  more  killing  than 
mackerel  strip.  There  were  a dozen  boats  off  yesterday 
(13th)  opposite  Sussex-square.  One  party  took  the 
course  of  four  hours)  ninety  P^^ice,  one  weighing  31b., 
besides  a few  whiting,  pout,  &c.  A cod  fish  of  some 
81b.  was  hooked  and  lost  at  the  supreme  moment  of 
hauling  into  the  boat,  through  breakage  of  tackle.  Dog 
fish  are  very  troublesome  just  now.  H. 

Cornish  Streams.— What  the  angling  fraternity  in 
Pnrnwall  is  going  to  do  if  there  is  not  soon  a freshet  it 
is  hard  to  predict.  Eain  fell  all  last  Sunday,  but  it  was 
absorbed  by  the  land,  and  no  ™P>'ession  whatever  wa^ 
made  on  the  rivers.  A few  peal  have  been  taken  m the 
Camel  in  the  late  evening,  but  they  were  river-marked 
and  by  no  means  palatable.  Many  early  running  mn 
have  spawned  and  are  making  their  way  back  to  the 
sea  No  salmon  have  run  up  either  the  Fowey  or  the 
Cainel  yet,  nor  will  they  until  they  are  actually  com- 
pelled.  Trout  fishing  is  almost  abandoned.— Bodmin. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— A few  fish  continue  to  be 
taken  daily,  though  we  have  nothing  heavier  than  three 
brace  in  a single  take  to  report  this  week.  These  fell  to 
Mr.  Bullock,  on  the  Birdsgrove  water,  on  Monday.  Sport 
in  ponds  is  good  just  now.  Mr.  Coxon  (Clifton)  took 
thirty  perch  from  a pool  near  here  in  half  a day,  and  we 
hear  of  a take  twice  the  size  by  another  angler.-D.  anh 
W.  H.  Foster. 

East  and  West  Cleddan  (Pembrokeslure).- 

— The  rivers  are  quite  too  low  for  either  salmon  or  sewin 
to  run  up.  Trout  fishing  has  been  at  a complete  stand- 
still for  some  few  weeks  past. — H. 

Eden  and  Orr.— Good  sport  has  been  got  on  these 
streams  lately.  On  Monday  M^  Hodgson 

and  Mr.  William  Watson,  Dura  Den,  had  a successful 
day’s  fishing  at  Clatto.  Mr.  Hodpon  got  some  good 
sized  trout  at  Ballo.  On  the  Orr  Mr.  J.  Dick  and  Mr^ 
D.  Watson  hooked  twenty-seven  and  thirty-two  grand 
fish,  while  Mr.  A.  Watson  landed  nineteen  trout  and 
seven  eels. — Iasgaib. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— Last  Saturday,  Sept.  9,  sa,w  the 
wind-uo  of  the  netting  season  for  this  district,  and 
salmon'have  now  a clear  run  to  the  spawning  grounds. 
There  cannot  be  many  up  the  river  as  yet,  but  angleis 
are  full  of  expectation,  and  one  or  two  have  made  a 
start.  Mr.  Laurence,  on  Wednesday  morning,  had  the 
good  fortune  to  kill  an  18-pounder.  A good  flood  is  all 
we  want.  The  net-fishing  this  year  has  bpn  very  poor 
The  short  supply  of  grilse  was  partly  balanced  by  the 
heavy  run  ot  sea-trout,  but  salmon  have  been  scpce 
especially  at  the  river  fisheries.  A plentiful  run  of  the 
third  migration  ds  confidently  expected,  if  vve  get  rain 
enough,  and  this  is  more  than  likely  after  such  a dry 
summer. — Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby).— This  is  absolutely  the  most  melan- 
cholv  season  for  anglers  that  I have  ever  known.  Sport 
contrasts  ridiculously  with  previous  years,  and  more 
particularly  with  the  last,  when  tp  ° 

catches  were  in  all  respects  excellent.  Indeed  the 
captures  were  a long  way  above  the  average,  they  i 
phenomenal.  The  trout  season  was  bad  to  begin  with, 
and  the  drought  has  been  so  loug  continued  that,  Practi- 
callv  speWdng,  few  fresh-run  salmon  and  salmp  trout 
have  been  able  to  get  into  the  river.  _ -^.s 
was  the  best  on  record  for  sport,  this  is  likely  P 
the  worst. — J.  .1.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).-The  weather  still  con- 
tinues fine,  but  nights  and  mornings  ^rather  cold.  A 
few  fair  bags  of  roach  have  been  had  by  the  canal 
anglers,  amongst  the  successful  ones  being  Messrs. 
Clogg  and  Pike.  The  best  specimen  prch  I have 
heard  of  this  season  were  killed  by  5Ir.  W.  Lean  on  the 
Clist  a few  days  since,  three  fish,  taken  consecutively,, 
weighing  in  all  41b.  On  Saturday  last,  fi  . • - 

Roberts  secured  another  nice  prp 
Tuesday,  Mr.  Theenwissen  had  a brace  of  t'vo-P°hhders. 
On  Wednesday,  Mr.  W.  Graf  also  scored  a fine  feU°vv  of 
71b.,  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts  had  a second  four-pounde^ 
all  being  taken  from  a private  pond  near  Exeter.  RED 

Waters  (South  Lincolashire).  — The  few 
showers  will  not  have  much  improved  the  water  as 
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yot,  but  the  colder  nights  will  rouse  up  the  pike,  so 
that  trolling'  may  bo  indulged  in  with  some  chance  of 
success.  Roach  and  perch  fialung  has  improved  a trifle, 
but  the  fish  are  still  shy.  Fine  tackle  are  needed  for 
sport.  The  drain  ends  are  certainly  the  best  places  to 
make  for,  as  there  the  water  seems  fresher,  and  there 
are  less  weeds  to  contead  with.  In  the  Billingborough 
district  Mr.  Dunn  had  about  101b.  of  roach.  The  Glenn 
has  also  been  patronised  in  the  Spalding  district, 
Ferch  are  again  biting  a little  bettor* — Limpet. 

(North  Notts). — The  recent  rain  has  improved 
the  water  considerably.  Roach  were  the  chief  fish  ob- 
tainable, and  these  fell  to  creed  wheat  as  the  best  lure. 
Above  Retford  trial  has  lately  been  made  for  grayling, 
which  are  pretty  plentiful.  The  cooler  weather  and  a 
fuller  stream  will  improve  this  kind  of  fishing.  There 
are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  canal,  but  flannel  weed  is  so 
plentiful  that  fishing  is  all  but  impossible. — L, 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorg-an,  Anglesey).— Mr.  Tall)ot, 
colton,  had  eight  nice  trout,  bottom  fishing  one  evening. 
Ihe  fish  come  very  short  to  a fly.— Sea-fishing.— At 
Aberffraw,  during  the  fine  weather  of  the  last  few  days, 
large  quantities  of  pollack,  bream,  whiting,  skate, 
mackerel,  and  ling  were  taken  by  local  anglers.  Plenty 
of  bass  were  seen  in  the  bay,  but,  owing  to  the  clear 
water,  kept  aloof  from  the  rocks.  Sewin  and  salmon  are 
seen  leaping  along  the  coasts,  waiting  for  a flood  to 
ascend.— W.  H. 

Stort. — The  rivers  are  in  fair  order, 
heme  Boat,  Tottenham,  on  Wednesdav,  Mr.  Burbidge 
had  a few  nice  fish.  Now  that  the  Lea  Valley  Drainage 
people  are  at  work,  many  parts  of  the  old  river  are 
dis;;nrbed;  but  I am  not  sure  that  much  harm  will  be 
done.  Take  for  instance  Games’s,  Higham-hill,  at  the 
lower  end  of  which  fishery  they  have  commenced 
dredging  and  clearing  out  the  shallows  ; but  they  leave 
spaces  with  seven  to  ten  feet  of  water  in  them.  As  to 
the  ulamate  benefit  to  the  fishing  in  the  old  river  my 
fax^  opinion  is  that  it  will  be  beneficial.  Such  a length 
as  Blander  s Weir  will  be  improved,  and  as  that  fishery  is 
about  to  change  hands,  the  next  tenants  will  reap  the 
advanta^.  A pike  of  about  141b.  was  taken  at  Ponders 
And  on  l^esday.  I have  been  up  to  Broxbourne,  Rye 
House  Eoydon,  St.  Margarets,  and  Ware  to-day 
(Ihursday).  Water  in  much  better  condition  than  was 
expected.  At  Ware  J.  Baldock  and  his  customers  have 
had  good  sport  amongst  the  roach  and  an  eel  of  31b  — 
Spliced  Joint. 

Sunday  last  the  east  wind  quite 
spoilt  the  fishing  here,  to  the  great  disappointment  of 
the  numerous  anglers  who  so  kindly  visited  us  that  day, 
the  best  take  being  an  eel  of  31b.,  taken  by  Mr.  j 
Baldook,  who  to-day  (Thursday),  with  his  brother-in- 
^w,  Mr.  Walter  Godfrey,  has  had  a fine  take  of  roach 
On  Tuesday  Mr.  A.  Cardand,  of  the  Gresham  Angling 
oociety,  had  101b.  roach  and  a fine  dace.  On  Wednes- 
day  Mr.  G.  Johnson,  St.  John’s  Wood  Piscatorials,  had 
S roach.  River  in  good  order  now,  wind 

S.W.— The  Bull  Inn. 

1 few  anglers  have  cared  to  try  their 

duck  this  week  owing  to  the  wretchedly  bad  state  of  the 
waters.  The  Leicester  Society’s  stretch  has  been  the 
only  waters  that  have  yielded  any  fish,  and  at  these 
preserves  roach  continue  to  be  the  chief  medium  of 
sporl  Mr.  Cox  took  a lot  of  91b.  ; Mr.  Brant,  91b  • 
Richardson,  71b.  ; Mr.  Manship,  61b.  ; Mr.  Parndon 
in  ms  basket  had  51b.  of  roach  and  five  g'ood  dace 
larg^t  lOoz.  Good  pike  and  roach  were  obtained  by 
Mr.  Smith;  and  Mr.  Harford’s  lot  was  51b.  of  roach  and 
small  pike.  At  the  Bede  House  portion  of  the  River 
boar  Mr.  J . D.  Harris  secured  several  fine  chub,  and  Mr 
Bishop  a good  take  of  roach ; and  on  Thursday  Mr 
Lengs,  ]un.,  showed  91b.,  and  Mr.  Wardle  51b.,  lots  of 
roach. 

Lug-g-  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  very  low  and  clear,  and  the  beds  are  getting 
very  foul  of  weeds,  &c.  A good  flush  of  water  is  wanted 
to  clear  the  river.  The  frosty  nights  have  brought 
grayling  on  better,  and  they  have  risen  well  at  the  Red 
lag  Silver  Twisted  Blue,  Green  Insect,  Whirling  Blue, 
beptember  Dun,  and  Willow.  Bottom  fishing  is  very 
quiet.  A few  rods  have  been  out,  and  some  very  nice 
grayling  have  been  landed  in  both  streams.  The 
Pmsley  is  now  low  and  clear  ; no  fishing  done  in  it  — 
Gwynne. 

Medway  (Maidstone). — Water  too,  bright,  rain 
much  wanted  ; roach  are  still  on  the  feed,  but  anglers 
do  not  get  the  good  catches  they  would  L under  more 
favourable  conditions.  I have  seen  some  good  catches 
but  only  by  the  keenest  anglers.  Some  jack  have  been 
teken  with  the  spoon  bait,  but  none  of  any  notable  size. 
Ihe  anglers  do  not  seem  to  get  amongst  the  bream  yet 
neither  do  I hear  of  any  perch  being  taken. — 
W.  Shbubsole. 

Medway  (Tonbridg'e). — River  in  splendid  condition 
on  upper  stretch,  but  bad  just  below  town,  owing  to 
water  being  kept  back  for  the  mills.  Holders  of  guinea 
and  half  guinea  tickets  cannot  do  better  than  pay  the 
upper  wat®rs  a visit  in  their  present  condition,  for,  with 
the  change  of  wind  to  the  west,  something  ought  to  be 
done.  Some  decent  catches  of  roach  and  bream,  but 
nothing  big ; a few  small  pike  and  perch.  Baits ; 
gentles,  paste,  brandlings,  and  lobs ; cheese  has  ac- 
counted for  a few  chub,  but  frog  is  better.— R.  E.  W. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — The  water  is  not  in  the  best 
of  condition,  hut  on  the  10th  some  bream  were  taken 
near  the  town,  but  I have  not  heard  of  anything  being 
■done  since,  only  a few  small  jack  being  taken  in  different 
parts  of  the  river.  A good  rush  of  viater  would  greatly 
improve  sport,  and  nothing  important  will  be  done  till 
we  have  fresh  water.— H.  Rout, 


Plymoutli.  Sea  Fishing. — A successful  fourteen 
days.  It  IS  simply  marvellous  how  sport  of  all  kinds  is 
keeping  up  ; whether  you  understand  fishing  or  not,  you 
are  sure  of  sport,  and  the  amount  of  pollack,  mackerel 
and  chad  that  have  been  caught  is  almost  incredible* 
ihe  following  is  an  extract  from  a letter  which  I have 
had  from  a gentleman  who  has  boon  staying  here  from 
London.  He  writes  : “ I returned  from  Plymouth  last 
Monday  after  having  siient  a most  enjoyable  fourteen 
days  «ea  fishing.  _ I cannot  speak  too  highly  of  yonr 
Baby  Spinner  on  single  gut  with  No.  2 Limerick  hook 
1 fitted  four  out  of  the  five  lines  with  Baby  Spinners 
using  the  rag  or  mud  worm  for  bait.  I consider  my 
sport  grand,  for  many  times  all  four  lines  were  engaged 
at  the  same  time.  During  the  fourteen  days’  fishing  I 
took  the  following  : Forty-nine  dozen  and  nine  pollack, 
103  mackerel,  149  chad.  I give  my  old  friends  pollack  a 
post  of  honour,  and  count  them  by  the  dozen.  During 
my  stay  I sent  my  friends  in  London  6cwt.  Iqr.  171b 
weight  of  pollack  and  mackerel.”  I have  received  several 
letters  similar  to  this  from  gentlemen  who  have  come  a 
distance  to  try  our  sea-fishing  at  Plymouth.— William 
Heardee. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— The  river  is  in  good  con- 
dition, and  fair  sport  should  he  obtained  with  the  trout 
before  the  close  of  the  season  on  the  30th  inst.  Coarse 
fish  are  taking  well. — Piscator. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
neeb).  0 wing  to  frequent  local  showers  all  these  rivers, 
although  rather  low,  continue  in  good  condition,  and 
some  good  sport  has  been  obtained  amongst  the  gray- 
lingon  the  Vyrnwy,  at  Llanymynech,  and  on  the  Tanat 
below  Llanyblodwel.  The  best  flies  at  present  are  the 
Bumble  pd  Marlow  Buzz.  Sport  in  the  Severn  is  at  a 
low  ebb  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  not  one  salmon  has 
yet  been  taken  with  the  rod  and  line,  and  very  few 
indeed  by  the  nets.  One  salmon  has  been  taken  with 
rod  and  line  in  the  Vyrnwy,  and  only  one  netted  all  the 
season.  In  the  Tanat  not  a single  salmon  has  been 
captured  throughout  the  season.  On  the  Cain,  at  Llan- 
fechain,  good  sport  is  still  being  had  amongst  the  trout. 
— Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures).— Water  still  very  clear,  and  fish  are 
feeding  somewhat  siiyly.  A few  bream  and  perch  have 
been  taken  in  the  shallow  water,  but  nothing  of  any 
size.  Roach  are  “dead  off”  at  present.  Jack  are 
feeding  well  where  the  water  is  open,  but  the  river  is 
too  full  of  weeds  for  much  sport  to  be  had. — W.  Bain- 
bridge. 

Stour  (Sudbury,  Suffolk).— The  river  is  very 
bright  and  clear.  Fish  are  not  feeding  at  all  well ; no 
kind  of  bait  will  tempt  them.  The  river  is  still  full  of 
weeds,  and  until  we  get  a good  downpour  of  rain  to 
clear  the  river  of  them  and  thicken  the  water  a bit,  it  is 
really  no  use  fishing.  I have  been  out  several  times  in 
the  early  morning,  but  with  little  success. — (J.  W. 

Sussex  Biivers. — Frosts  and  easterly  winds  have 
been  experienced  during  the  week  with  a fair  amount  of 
rain  in  Fast  Sussex  on  Friday.  Perch  and  pike  have 
been  feeding  more  freely,  whilst  roach  and  bream  have 
somewhat  dropped  off.  Atakeof  15Jlb.  has  been  notified 
me  from  the  Arun.  Roach  up  to  lib.  6oz.  and  bream 
weighing  2|lb.  Prom  the  Billingshurst  water  several 
good  roach  and  pike  up  to  81b.  Several  roach  and  dace 
are  recorded  from  the  Rother,  but  the  fish  run  small.  A 
few  pike  up  to4Jlb.  have  been  taken  near  Midhurst,  and 
a perch  of  2ilb.  Roach  have  fed  freely  in  the  lower 
water  of  the  Ouse,  where  light  legering  with  worm  has 
been  successful.  Two  brace  of  pike  averaging  4Hb.  a 
fish  were  landed  from  the  upper  water  on  Saturday. 
Good  sport  had  been  obtained  on  the  Adiir  among  dace, 
roach,  and  flat  fish.  Several  bass  up  to  7*lb.  have  re- 
warded harbour  and  coast  anglers. — George  P. 
Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Rivers  miserably  low.  Nothing 
to  record,  excepting  a friend  of  mine  started  dace 
fishing,  and  caught  thirty  good  fish.  Net  fishing  clo.ses 
next  week. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifii  (Lampeter,  Cardigransliire).  -The  trout 
season  is  not  yet  over,  but  at  tne  present  time  no  one 
appears  to  talse  the  slightest  interest  in  fishing,  and  we 
have  not  heard  of  any  trout  being  caught  for  the  past 
fortnight,  although  the  river  has  been  and  still  is  in 
very  good  colour  for  fishing.  No  salmon  have  shown  up 
as  yet. — H. 

Teine  (Knighton). — No  fishing  done  in  this  part  of 
late.  The  water  is  as  low  as  ever,  and  sport  will  be  no 
good  until  rain  has  been  had.  Grayling  have  moved 
a little  better,  but  fishing  generally  bad.  — R. 
Knighton. 

Teme  (Liidlow). — The  Teme  is  now  running  clear 
and  very  low,  and  a flush  of  water  is  badly  wanted.  A 
heavy  thunderstorm  passed  over  this  district  on  Friday 
last,  and  refreshed  the  water,  but  it  did  not  alter  the 
colour.  Sport  has  been  quiet  owing  to  the  water,  but  the 
grayling  are  moving  better  at  the  fly  since  the  cold  nights. 
Bottom  fishers  have  tried  the  wasp  grub  and  worm.  (Trass- 
hopper  fi.shing  should  be  good  in  early  morning.  Pike 
have  been  feeding  well.  In  the  water  near  the  Castle 
some  good  eels  and  roach  have  been  landed  with  the 
wa.sp  grub.  Under  Whitcliffe  some  roach  and  dace  have 
been  taken  with  the  Willow  and  Red  Tag.  Along  the 
Folly  sport  has  been  had  with  the  wasp  grub.  In  the 
water  below  Ludford,  on  Tuesday,  nine  grayling  and 
four  trout  were  landed  with  the  fly.  Near  Ashford  fair 
sport  has  been  had  with  the  fly.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  low  and  clear.  The  Ledwyche  was 
tried  with  wasp  grub,  and  six  and  a half  brace  of  trout 
and  a few  good  eels  were  landed.  In  the  Corve  four 
trout  were  taken  on  Tuesday  with  the  wasji  grub. 
Sport  in  the  Ony  and  Chin  very  quiet. — S.  Ludlow. 


Tem6  (Tenbury).  The  water  is  very  low  and  clear, 
and  little  fishing  has  been  done  in  this  district.  The 
Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  low  and  clear.  No 
fishing  done  in  them  of  late. — Worcester. 

Tueiit  (Newark).  Many  barbel  have  been  taken  in 
the  Newark  district  throughout  the  week,  Messrs. 
David  Slater  and  R.  Chatterton  excelling  in  the  Holme 
length  below  the  town,  securing  upwards  of  sixty  fish 
with  worms,  best  of  the  former’s  weighing  41b.  2oz.,  and 
of  the  latter’s  31b.  14oz.  With  greaves  a splendid 
specimen  has  been  taken  from  the  Gulley  Hole,  at 
Averham  Weirs,  by  Mr.  J.  Raven,  of  Nottingham, 
weighing  81b.  7oz.,  the  best  of  the  season  from  the  local 
waters.  Chub  over  21b.  weight  have  been  taken  by  the 
bottom  fishermen,  the  dibber,  and  the  fly-fisher,  chiefly 
from  the  Muskham  water.  Roach  and  dace  have  taken 
gentles,  Mr.  H.  Wragg,  on  Tuesday,  securing  thirty-five 
of  the  former  from  near  the  Tubular  Bridge.  The  storms 
of  Friday  last  had  a slight  effect  on  the  Trent,  which 
still  remains  low  and  in  good  angling  order,  and  baits 
mentioned  will  ensure  sport. — Trentsider. 

Witkam,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln).  — The  Sheffield 
Angling  Association  fish  their  annual  match  for  prizes 
amounting  to  .£65  at  Kirkstoad,  on  the  18th,  and  this 
will  draw  a great  number  for  fishing  from  Saturday  to 
Tuesday.  The  water  this  week  is  rather  low,  but  its 
condition  is  better  than  it  was.  The  river  has  seldom 
been  so  short  of  water  as  during  this  summer.  The 
sport  has  been  better  this  week  than  last,  and  again 
some  very  fair  catches  are  reported.  Roach  and  bream 
have  mostly  come  to  hand,  though  some  nice  perch 
have  been  landed  at  one  or  two  places  where  they  are 
plentiful.  Among  the  waters  yielding  besides  the 
river  rnay  be  mentioned  Brayford  pool,  the  Foss  Canal, 
the  Kirkstead  Canal,  the  Delph,  Hobhole,  and  South 
Forty-foot  drains.  Boston  all  the  summer  has  been 
the  favourite  rendezvous,  but  last  week  it  became 
known  that  a case  of  Asiatic  cholera  had  been  dis- 
covered. Up  to  writing  it  has  not  spread,  but  the  mere 
outbreak  is  unfortunate,  as  it  has  been  arranged  that 
the  Tradesmen’s  prizes,  value  £50,  are  arranged  to  be 
fished  for  by  visitors  on  the  25th.  Whether  this  match 
will  go  on  or  not  depends  on  the  health  of  the  place  ; 
but  probably  by  that  date  there  may  be  no  cause  for 
fear. — Luci. 

The  trout  season  of  1893  has  been  a failure. 
No  angling  for  weeks  together,  owing  to  the  filthy  state 
of  the  river-bed  on  account  of  the  luxuriant  growth  of 
slimy  vegetation.  With  the  frosty  nights,  grayling  are 
beginning  to  move,  and  I have  hopes  the  grayling  season 
will  make  amends  for  the  trout  season. — S.  Corby. 

Yare  (Norwich.). — At  Buckenham  there  has  been 
gopd  fishing  during  the  week,  and  several  capital  catches 
of  bream  have  been  made ; one  good  specimen  of  51b. 
weight  was  noticed  amongst  many  others  of  good  size. 
At  the  other  stations  the  sport  has  been  rather  un- 
certain. In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river  the  water  is 
too  bright  and  clear,  and  but  small  catches  have  been 
made.  Some  golden  carp  have  been  taken  at  Cantley  ; a 
very  unusual  occurrence.  Reports  are  to  hand  that  the 
codlings  are  on  the  feed  at  Yarmouth,  and  some  good 
catches  have  been  taken.  —Robert  AIoll. 

Yore,  Wharfe,  &c. — There  is  very  little  doing  at 
present  in  the  way  of  trout  fishing.  All  the  rivers  are 
very  low,  and  the  weather  bright  and  sunny.  The  Fog 
Black,  Brown  Owl,  and  Hackled  Cinnamon  Fly  are  as 
good  as  anything  at  present.  The  sharp  night  frosts 
should  bring  grayling  on  the  feed.— F.  M.  Walbran. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Awe. — On  the  Taynnilt  Hotel  waters,  on  Saturday, 
Mr.  McIntyre  had  a grilse  of  71b. ; Dr.  Inkster,  Sheffield, 
had  several  sea-trout,  and  on  Monday  he  had  a fine 
fish,  81b. 

Border  Ssk. — There  is  very  little  to  record  anent 
this  river  since  last  report.  On  Friday  night  Mr. 
Thomas  Irving,  of  Langholm,  had  good  sport  at  the 
Wa,sh,  killing  three  sea-trout  and  hooking  a salmon, 
which  got  away  after  a gpod  run.  Several  anglers 
have  had  sea-trout,  yellow  trout,  and  whiting  in  the 
Langholm  water.  In  the  Canonbie  water  Mr.  N.  S. 
May,  Liverpool,  fishing  in  the  Long  Pool,  landed  a 
nice  salmon,  weighing  161b.  ; at  another  fishing  Mr. 
May  killed  a salmon  of  101b.  and  a sea-trout,  IJlb., 
all  with  the  King  fly.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Church,  of 
Parkhouse,  had  a salmon,  141b.  The  Rev.  J.  Snadden 
had  four  sea-trout  at  an  evening  fishing  in  the  Liddle. 
Mr.  T.  McMorran  has  also  had  good  sport  in  the  Liddle, 
landing  ten  sea-trout  and  whiting  besides  yellow  trout. — 
Gilnoceie. 

Bunraiinoch  Hotel  (RannocK,  N.B.).— The 

following  sport  was  obtained  by  anglers  staying  at  Bun- 
rannooh  Hotel,  on  Loeh  Rannoch  ; Wednesday,  Sept.  G, 
Dr.  Roberts  Thomson,  nine  trout ; Master  Harold  and 
Master  Frio  Hubbard,  four  trout.  Thursday,  Sept.  7, 
Mr.  Tod,_  Brighton,  two  trout.  Saturday,  Sept.  9, 
Messrs.  Kyd,  Dundee,  eleven  trout.  Monday,  Sept.  11, 
Messrs.  Kyd,  Dundee,  eighteen  trout.  Tuesday,  Sept.  12, 
Messrs.  Kyd,  Dundee,  nineteen  trout. 

Dee,  Don,  &c.  (Aberdeenshire).  — Considerable 
rains  have  fallen  during  the  past  week,  yet  insufficient 
for  the  effective  moving  of  the  waters.  Opposing  attrac- 
tions have  been  very  rife  during  the  past  tew  days,  and 
the  want  of  exciting  sport  at  the  river  has  made  these 
all  the  more  acceptable,  and  the  athletic  gatherings  at 
Ahoyne  and  Old  Mar  Lodge,  at  which  Her  Majesty  was 
present,  had  more  patronage  than  the  river’s  side.  On 
the  Braemar  reaches,  Capt.  Mainwarring,  R.N.,  was 
again  fortunate  in  securing  a brace  of  fish,  of  61b.  andSlb. 
each.  On  the  Birkhall  water,  Capt.  Cavendish  and  officers 


of  H.M.GnardofHonoiirhavehad  fair  sport.  OntheGlen- 
Tana  and  Abojne  reaches.  Sir  Wm.  Brooks,  Bart.,  and 
party,  Mr.  Duncan,  and  others,  are  getting  an  occasional 
fish  or  basket  of  trout  A start  has  just  been  made  on 
the  Don,  while  the  Ythan  continues  steadily  to  itnprove. 
The  net  fishing  closed  here  on  Saturday.  The  yield  ot 
salmon  has  been  a fair  average,  but  the  grilse  season  a 
total  failure. — Don. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— On  account  of  the  frequent 
heavy  rainfall  of  late,  the  River  Deveron  was  in  lair 
volume  during  the  past  week.  A good  few  ?rnse  have 
been  killed,  but  salmon  are  very  backward.  On  Monday 
of  this  week  Master  Geddes  killed  a fish  of  31b.,  and  the 
keeper  two  of  31b.  and  41b.  On  the  Cabrach  water,  the 
Rev.  D Macaulay  and  Dr.  Kelman  had  a few  grilse  and 
trout.  On  the  open  water  at  Hnntly  several  grilse  were 
got  by  Mr.  J.  Jamieson,  Mr.  A.  Yule,  and  Mr.  Harper. 
On  the  9th  inst  , Mr.  A.  Stevenson,  Miltown,  had  two 
grilse  ; and  on  the  Edinglassie  water,  on  the  same  day,  the 
keeper  had  a fish  of  81b.  On  the  tidal  water  sport  was 
but  indifferent. — H.  W. 

Dunbeath.— Good  trout  fishing  has  during  the  past 
week  been  got  on  this  river.  Mr.  F.  Brocklehurst, 
fishing  from  Balcraggie  Lodge,  had  four  sea-trout, 
raging  lib.  each,  on  Friday,  and  six  of  the  same  weight 
on  Saturday,  besides  a number  of  brown  trout.  Messrs. 
K M'Lennan,  Edinburgh,  had  nice  baskets  of  brown 
trout.  The  former  had  one  day  sixty-five,  weighing 
7ilb.  ; the  latter  had  thirty-seven,  weighing  3^1b.  Mr 
J.  Young  had  twenty-five  brown  trout  on  Friday,  and 
twenty -one  on  Saturday. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).— During  the  past  week 
we  had  another  spate  of  much  greater  volume  than  last 
one,  and  the  water  much  cleaner,  and  I have  no  doubt 
a fair  number  of  fish  went  up  from  the  sea;  in  fact, 
several  were  seen  leaping*  as  they  sped  on  their  way. 
The  only  place  where  any  angling  is  going  on  at  present 
is  at  Suisgill  Lodge.  There  several  newly-run  salmon 
were  got  during  the  week,  and  if  fishing  ^®^e  inoie 
general  I have  no  doubt  some  fair  sport  would  have 
been  got.  Some  fair  catches  of  sea-trout  were  also  got 
on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  river  during  the  week,  the 
heaviest  fish  being  IJlb.  The  season  is  now,  however, 
rapidly  coming  to  a close,  but  still  the  lochs  m this 
district  are  keeping  well  up  in  sport.  In  some  ot  those 
lochs  there  are  numbers  of  char,  but  those  never  take 
fly,  and  are  only  got  by  bait  or  net.  Deer  stalking  is 
now  going  on.  On  Suisgill  ground,  four  stags  wwe  shot 
durinc  the  week,  one  of  them  with  a very  fine  head. 

S.  E.° 

Inverness-sliire  Waters. — For  the  past  fortnight 
anglers  on  Lochs  Ness,  Oich,  Garry,  Knockie,  ^^^1 
Lundie  enjoyed  excellent  sport.  Fly-fishing  on  Loch  Ness 
on  a day  of  this  week,  Mr.  Arthur  Fraser,  of  Inverness, 
landed  a basket  of  heavy  trout.  A trout  of  7|1^  was 
got  at  Cullochy  Lock  on  the  Caledonian  Canal.  Heavy 
trout  are  reported  from  Loch  Quoich.  Loch  Ness  is  in 
excellent  trim  both  with  fly  and  minnow.— Hison. 

Lairff  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  N.B.).— On  Wednes 
day  last  week  a party  from  Edderton  House  fished 
Loch  Shin,  and  killed  fourteen  trout,  weighing  51b.  Mr. 
Goodson  fished  Loch  Beanno<^h,  and  caught  four  trout, 
3ilb. : Mr.  Edward  G.  Young,  of  Auchinduich,  killed  a 
salmon  weighing  llilb.  on  the  river  Shin,  onTpirsday  : 
and  on  Loch  Shin,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Chadwick  caiight 
seven  trout, and  on  Tuesday,  one  dozen  trout:  Mr  lorn 
Bussell  killed  thirteen  trout,  on  Loch  Shin.  J.  Y 


51b.  Sept.  11,  Mr.  Ratcliff,  twenty-two  sea-trout; 
Messrs.  Heaton  and  Gilb,  two  brown  trout.— J.  S. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (Scourie,  by  Lairg, 
II.B.)— Anglers  at  this  centre  had  the  following  sport 
last  week,  namely : On  Monday,  fishing  Bady,  Col.  and 
the  Misses  Villiers  killed  seventeen  sea-trout,  while  on 
Hill  Lochs  Messrs.  Barclay  and  Smith  landed  six  brown 
trout  averaging  lib.  each.  On  Tuesday,  Col.  and  the 
Misses  Villiers  and  Major  Barclay  fished  Duart  More, 
and  made  a joint  basket  of  fourteen  sea-trout,  weighing 
101b  On  Wednesday,  on  Bady,  Col.  Villiers  killed 
three  sea-trout.  On  Thursday,  Mr.  and  Miss  Drummond, 
on  the  same  waters,  caught  eight.  On  Friday,  Messrs. 
Simpson  made  a very  good  basket  on  Duart  More  one 
salmon  weighing  81b.,  nine  sea-trout  weighing  1-jlb., 
and  five  brown  trout,  2|lb. — J.  Y. 


Loch  of  Stenness  (Orkney).  — The  following 
gentlemen  staying  at  the  Masons’  Arms  Hotel,  Strom- 
ness,  fished  the  Loch  of  Stenness  during  the  week.  On 
Monday,  Sept.  4,  Rev.  R.  Munro,  three  trout,  71b. 
(heaviest  3ilb.).  On  Wednesday,  Messrs.  Sinclair  and 
Waterstoii,  six  trout,  91b. ; on  Thursday,  fourteen  trout, 
191b. ; on  Friday,  twelve  trout,  181b. ; on  Saturday,  four 
trout,  81b.,  one  weighing  41b. — John  Mackat. 

Loch  Rannoch.— The  following  sport  was  obtained 
by  anglers  from  Dunalastair  Hotel  : Sept.  b.  Mr.  Hig- 

son,  London,  on  loch,  caughta  Salmoferox  weighing  81b. 
in  splendid  condition,  and  twelve  fine  trout,  one  weigh- 
ing 31b.  ; Dr.  Barrington,  London,  ten  trout.  Sept.  7, 
Dr.  Barrington,  on  loch,  seven  trout;  Messrs.  John- 
ston and  Kemp,  Bexley,  seven  trout;  and  Mr.  Higson 
had  a nice  basket ; Sept.  8,  Messrs.  Johnston  and  Kemp, 
on  loch,  eleven  trout ; Dr.  Barrington,  one  trout.  Sept. 
9 Messrs.  Johnston  and  Kemp,  on  loch,  seven  trout,  one 
weighing  sjlb.  ; Dr.  Crossley,  London,  three  trout. 
Sept.  11,  Messrs.  Johnston  and  Kemp,  on  loch,  nine 
trout ; Dr.  Crossley,  four  trout ; Mr.  Kenneth  Kings- 
ford,  London,  on  river,  four  trout.  Sept.  12,  Messrs. 
Johnston  and  Kemp,  on  loch,  ten  trout ; Er,  Crossley, 
three  trout;  Mr.  Kenneth  Kingsford,  on  river,  two 
trout. 

Rhiconich  Hotel  (by  Lairg-,  Sutherlandshire). 

— Sept  4,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilmore,  one  grilse,  5^1b.,  two 
sea-trout,  Iflb.  ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raikes,  fourteen  brown 
trout  61b.,  five  sea-trout,  71b.;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young, 
seven  sea-trout,  6|lb.;  Mr.  Milles,  five  sea-trout,  7§lb. 
Sept.  5,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raikes,  twenty-six  brown  trout, 
81b. ; Mr.  Wright,  eight  sea-trout,  6Jlb.  Sept.  6,  Mr. 
Gilmore,  one  salmon,  81b.,  two  sea-trout,  l^lb.  ; Mr. 
W.  J.  Donbavand,  three  sea-trout,  21b.  ; Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Raikes  and  Wright,  fourteen  cod  and  coalfish,  181b., 
heaviest  fish  71b.  Sept.  7,  Mr.  W.  J.  Donbava,nd, 
eleven  cod,  381b.,  heaviest  fish  Ifijlb.,  one  lythe,  2^1b. ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raikes,  twenty-one  brown  trout,  121b. 
Sept.  8,  Mr.  W.  J.  Donbavand,  one  sea-trout,  31b.  ; Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Raikes  and  Wright,  ten  cod,  24^1b.,  heaviest 
fish  lO^lb.  ; Misses  Gilmore,  eleven  cod  ; Mrs.  Gilmore, 
one  salmon,  61b.  Sept.  9,  Mr.  W.  J.  Donbavand,  seven 
cod,  281b.,  heaviest  fish  121b. ; Mrs.  Gilmore,  one  grilse, 


Solway.— The  salmon  fishings  in  the  Solway  closed 
for  the  season  on  Saturday  night,  and  the  past  season 
will  be  remembered  as  the  worst  one  in  about  thirty 
years.  Spring  salmon  were  a failure,  only  one  or  two 
respectable  catches  being  made  in  the  month  of 
The  fish  caught  were  of  medium  size,  averaging  91b.  in 
weight.  Sea-trout  did  well  while  they  lasted,  but  they 
did  not  run  for  any  length  of  time. 

South  of  Scotland.- The  angling  on  our  border 
rivers  has  been  at  a standstill  this  week  on  account  of 
the  water  low  and  weather  bright.  With  the  nets  being 
off  ill  the  Solway  salmon  have  a free  access  up  the 
streams  ; but  there  has  been  no  migration  beyond  a few 
odd  fish  which  have  got  into  the  lower  pools,  and  they 
appear  to  remain  there.  The  air  is  chilly  at  nights,  and 
frost  has  prevailed  in  the  mornings  since  Monday.— 
The  Annan. — In  this  river  trout  fishing  has  been  ve^ 
poor  again.  On  Monday  evening  the  Rev.  J.  C. 
Thomson  killed  four  herling  with  fly.  He  hooked  and 
lost  after  a long  fight  a heavy  fish.  The  Rev.  J.  C. 
Hicks  had  a trout  of  lib.,  and  a smaller  one  on 
Saturday.  Mr.  Perrie  killed  on  Monday  one  sea- 
trout  and  four  herling  in  the  lower  waters,  and 
be  caught  a grayling,  a rare  fish  for  the  lower  Annan. 

On  Wednesday,  of  this  week,  Mr.  Scott  had  four  herling 
with  fly. — Esk. — Unuaually  poor  sport  is  being  hsm  in 
this  river  among  herling.  Bait  fishers  have  been 
hauling  sea-trout  out  in  the  pools  with  worm,  but  fly 
fishing  is  at  a discount.— Nith.— Sport  on  this  river  for 
a long  time  has  been  miserably  poor  among  herling  and 
sea-trout.  As  a rule  anglers  have  given  up  trout  fishing 
for  the  season  and  are  now  waiting  for  a flood  to  bring 
up  the  salmon  from  the  Solway. — Atbshibe  Streams 
AND  Lochs  — On  Lochs  Doon  and  Finlas  the  trout 
fishing  has  fallen  off  to  nothing,  and  very  soon  tte  se.^on 
will  close  on  these  two  lochs— the  best  in  Ayrshire,  ihe 
streams  have  run  down  low  and  only  small  yellow  trout 
have  been  killed  this  week.  In  the  middle  and  higher 
reaches  of  the  Ayr  a few  light  baskets  of  yellow  trout 
have  been  had. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  —Sport  continues  disheartening,  notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  a good  water  is  running.  The  oft- 
recurring  fluctuations  of  the  river  are,  however,  against 
anglers,  owing  to  the  fish  keeping  on  the  move  upwards. 
Matters  looked  more  hopeful  during  the  latter  end  of 
last  week  and  the  first  of  this  one.  On  the  Ballindalloch 
water  Lord  Garlooh  is  getting  a few.  On  Wednesday  he 
had  two  grilse  of  4.Vlb.  and  3Jlb.,  and  on  Friday  a salmon 
of  16ilb.  while  on  the  previous  week  he  had  three  salmon 
and  two'  grilse.  On  the  same  water,  Mr.  Watt  killed 
two  salmon,  of  141b.  and  111b.  Mr.  J.  McKenzie,  on  the 
Aberlonr  House  water,  on  Monday,  had  two  grilse,  ot 
51b.  and  41b.,  and  on  the  lower  section  of  the  Easter 
Elchies  water,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Duff  killed  two  salmon, 
of  191b.  and  151b.  ; while  from  the  Aikenway  water,  on 
Thursday,  Mr.  Austin  McKenzie  landed  a salmon  of 
141b.,  and  on  Saturday,  a grilse  of  41b.  On  the  same 
water  on  Monday,  Mr.  Stewart  Menzies,  of  Culdares, 
killed’a  salmon  of  171b.,  and  Mr.  Heatley  Moble, Temple- 
combe,  one  of  201b.  Capt.  Sandeman  had  two  salmon 
on  the’  Pitcroy  Lodge  water,  on  Friday,  one  (ff  18|1K, 
and  the  other  of  131b.;  and  on  Saturday,  Mr.  C.  M.  P. 
Burn  had  one  ot  8Jl0.  On  the  Wester  Elchies  water, 
several  grilse,  fiunook,  and  sea-trout  were  got  during 
the  week. — J M. 

Tongue  Hotel  Waters.— Sport  for  last  week  on 
above  waters  has  been  as  follows  ; Aug.  4,  Messrs.  Lord, 
Rochdale,  on  Kyle,  six  sea-trout,  weighing  101b.  ; Mr. 
Greig  Plymouth,  on  Kyle,  one  grilse,  weighing  bib.  ; 
Mr.  Hoyle,  Sheffield,  on  Kyle,  nine  sea-trout,  weighing 
181b.  ; 5th,  Mr.  Hoyle,  on  Kyle,  two  sea-trout,  weighing 
4Hb  ’-  Mr  ’ Hoyle,  Plymouth,  on  Kyle,  three  sea-trout, 
weighing  41b.  ; Mr.  Matheson,  Edinburgh,  on  Kyle,  five 
sea-trout,  weighing  81b. ; 6th,  Mr.  Hoyle,  on  Loch  Loyal, 
twenty-four  brown  trout,  weighing  131b.  (heavmst  -Hb.)  ; 
Mr  Matheson,  on  Kyle,  one  sea-trout,  weighing  djlb.  ; 
7th  Mr.  Hoyle,  on  Loch  Loyal,  fifteen  brown  trout, 
weighing  61b.  ; 8th,  Mr  Hoyle,  on  Loch  Loyal,  twenty- 
four  brown  trout,  weighing  101b.— A.  Hbmus. 

Tweed,  &c.— The  conditions  during  the  past  week 
have  not  been  of  the  most  favourable  description  for  the 
angler,  and  there  is  little  to  note  in  regard  to  takes. 
Both  Tweed  and  Teviot  are  again  very  small  in  volume, 
as  well  as  exceedingly  foul.  The  best  take  during  the 
week  was  killed  by  Mr.  William  Hill,  who  had  two 
dozen  common  yellow  trout.  Another  basket,  ot  Jjlb. , 
was  captured  by  Mr.  W.  Aitken,  all  with  fly,  on  the 
Tweed.  There  is  no  fishing-rod  angling  as  yet,  and 
cannot  be  until  we  have  a flood,  which  is  both  necessary 
to  allow  of  a run  of  fish  from  the  sea  and  at  the  same  time 
to  clear  away  all  impurities  from  the  river  bed.  Notwith- 
standing the  lowness  of  the  river,  there  are  a fairly  good 
number  of  salmon  and  sea-trout  in  the  river,  and,  despite 
the  fact  that  the  nets  were  still  at  work  last  week,  there 
was  a run  of  fish  daring  the  latter  end  of  the  week.  Ihis 


benefited  the  netting  stations  to  some  extent.  Several 
fish  have  been  observed  in  the  angling  waters  from 
Coldstream  upwards,  but  until  Thursday  last,  when  the 
net-fishing  closed,  no  proper  run  of  fish  had  taken 
place.— Max  WHEEL. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  Lough.— This  stream  is  low  and  clear, 
but  fortunately  all  the  flax  water  has  gone.  This  week 
sport  has  been  very  poor,  only  a few  trout  having  been 
killed  on  the  upper  reaches.  In  the  pools  below  here 
there  are  some  salmon,  but  they  are  sulking  ; plenty  or 
pike  being  killed. 

Blackwater  (Fermoy,  co.  Cork).— At  present 
practically  there  is  no  sport  or  immediate  prospect  or 
sport,  owing  to  the  low,  clear  state  of  the  water,  ihe 
season,  which  ends  on  the  30th  inst.,  taken  all  round,  has 
been  a poor  one  here. 

Buncrana  Rivers  and  Lakes  (co.  Donegal).— 

The  Cranagh  is  in  fairly  good  form.  Messrs.  Rowan, 
Steen  (2),  and  Lockhart  have  had  good  sport  last  vveek, 
landing  a good  many  salmon  from  51b.  to  71b.,  nice,  clean- 
run  fish.  A good  run  of  fish  has  entered  the  rwer,  and 
by  now  the  pools  are  well  stocked.  On  the  Minteagh 
lakes  prime  treating  was  recently  enjoyed  by  Messrs. 
Goddard  and  Weatherall. 

Bush  (Bushmills,  co.  Antrim).— The  season  of 
1893  has  been  a failure  on  this  river  compared  with 
previous  seasons.  There  have  been  only  two  or  three 
floods  since  April,  and  sport  was  consequently  dull. 
Troutiiig  was  much  better  than  salmon  fishing,  the 
close  season  commences  on  the  1st  ult. 

Connaught  Rivers. — From  the  Corrib,  OwenmoM» 
&c.,  there  is  nothing  special  to  relate.  Mo^  of  the 
rivers  are  suffering  from  want  of  water.  The  best 
day  for  one  rod  on  the  Leenane  sections  of  the  Errit 
so  far  was  two  salmon,  91b.  and  151b.,  and  a 61b.  brown 
trout ; the  best  day  of  last  season  was  eight  salmon, 
981b. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— The 

white  trout  angling  is  still  slack.  Bright  sunshine  and 
unfavourable  winds  continue  to  spoil  chances.  A tew 
salmon  have  been  had  trolling  in  the  upper  waters. 
Nothing"  doing  in  the  rivers,  but  sport  on  the  mountain 
lakes  continues  good.  Sea  fishing  now  good  at  this 
station-- T.  J.  Denneht. 

Lough  Neagh.— Salmon  and  trout  fishing  is  very 
bad,  and  few  fish  have  lately  been  taken  in  the  nets. 
The  pollen  and  eel  fishing  continues  about  the  same. 
The  other  night  a gang  of  fishers  sunk  a st^m  launch 
belonging  to  the  Board  of  Conservators.  The  launch 
was  used  patrolling-  the  Lough  on  the  look-out  tor 
poaching. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  and  Lakes  (Ballina).— Although  we  have 
had  a nice  fall  of  rain  on  two  days  last  week,  which 
raised  the  river,  very  little  sport  has  been  had  with 
salmon,  owing  to  the  calm  bright  weather.  A few  fish 
were  killed  by  Captain  Holmes  and  Mr.  P.  W.  Bigger, 
the  heaviest  scaling  14|lb.  On  the  Loughs  some  nice 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  got  by  Messrs.  Duncan 
Elliott  and  brothers,  Mr.  Watkins,  Mr.  Kingston,  Mr. 
Slater,  and  Mr.  Arkle,  many  of  the  fish  weighing  from 
2Hd.  to  4ilb.,  all  with  fly.  Pike  were  feeding  fairly 
well  in  the  bright  calm  days,  but  I have  not  heard  ot 
anything  very  big  been  got,  nothing  over  an  18-pounder 
— Frank  Hearns. 


The  brother  angler  who  points  out  our  faults  to  us  is 
a true  friend,  but  we  feel  we  should  like  to  kick  him  all 
the  same. 

An  account  of  fish  seized  during  the  month  of  Ai^st 
by  the  Eishmeters  appointed  by  the  Court  of  the  Fish- 
mongers’ Company,  at  and  near  Billingsgate  Market  and 
on  board  boats  lying  off  that  place  shows  a fhtal  or 
199  tons  3 cwt.,  made  up  as  follows  ; Wet  fish— Weight 
by  land,  59  tons  9 cwt.  1 qr. ; by  water,  64  tons  18  cwt.  2 qr. 
Shell  fish— Weight  by  land,  56  tons  2 cwt.  1 qr. ; by 
water,  18  tons  13  cwt. 

The  following  is  extracted  from  the  Monthly  Joutnul 
for  September : “ The  worthy  host  of^  the  Lun  Horse 
Tavern,  Kingsland-road,  is  a great  disciple  of  Izaak 
Walton,  also  a good  story  teller.  One  day  last  week 
this  gentleman  betook  himself  to  the  River  Chelmer, 
and,  getting  exasperated  that  the  fish  would  not  take 
the  bait,  he  bethought  himself  of  an  original  idea  ot 
pouring  the  contents  of  a bottle  of  Jamie’s  Dukennet 
into  the  water  ; the  fish  immediately  came  in  thousands. 
Being  provided  with  a drinking  utensil,  he  was  also- 
enabled,  with  the  help  of  a few  friends,  to  imbibe 
whisky  and  water  all  day  from  the  river.” 

We  are  informed  that  very  encouraging  replies  have 
been  received  to  our  appeal  last  week  for  loans  for  the 
National  Fisheiies  Exhibition  at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  and 
already  the  display  promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  interest- 
ing  ever  given  to  the  public,  but  what  isreejuired  is  that 
the  collection  should  be  absolutely  exhaustive,  and  it  is 
especially  desired  that  the  fraternity  of  the  rod  and 
line  abroad  and  in  the  colonies  should  send  specimens 
of  their  prowess.  There  is  ample  time  for  this,  and  we 
would,  therefore,  ask  all  our  readers,  even  in  the  most 
remote  parts  of  the  world,  to  write  to  the  directors  of 
the  Aquarium  direct,  and  let  them  know  what  they  can 
contribute.  


PARTNER Wanted  by  a well-known  practical  angler  and 

manufacturer  of  high-class  fishing  tackle,  with  very  old- 
establishei  connection,  a Partner  to  join  him  in  removing  to 
London  ( West-end).  Must  be  an  angler,  but  knowledge  of  trade 
not  necessary.  About  £->000.  High-class  references  given  and 
required.— Address  ‘-Partnership,"  c o.  Manager,  Fishing  Gazette, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Septemhior  16,  1893] 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


241 


The  following-  letter  has  been  forwarded  to  all 
interested  in  the  Suffolk  Stour  Defence  Fund  : — 

[Copy.] 

THE  SUFFOLK  STOUR. 

“Donalj)  Flint”  Defence  Fund. 

Sir,— I greatly  regret  to  inform  yon  that  the  sum 
subscribed  in  this  case  would  not  warrant  Flint  moving 
further  in  it,  especially  in  view  of  the  prohibitive  costs, 
ordered  by  the  court  to  be  paid,  befoi-eany  defence  could 
be  allowed,  consequent  on  F'lint’s  neglect  to  enter  an 
appearance  to  the  action  in  time.  The  case  has,  there- 
fore, not  been  tried  on  its  merits  at  all.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  has  been  decided  to  return  subscrip- 
tions in  full,  and  for  which  a cheque  or  postal  order  will 
be  posted  you  on  the  21st  inst.,  unless  I am  instructed 
to  the  contrary. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  subscribers  might  be  willing 
to  allow  their  subscriptions,  or  part  of  the  same,  to  be 
applied  to  the  promotion  of  an  Act  of  Parliament 
(already  prepared)  to  free  the  public  parts  of  public 
rivers  to  the  people,  subject  only  to  necessary  restric- 
tions as  to  fence  times,  and  manner  of  fishing,  and  so  get 
rid  for  ever  of  these  vexatious  riparian  claims.  If  you 
approve  that  any  part  of  your  donation  should  be 
retained  for  that  purpose,  kindly  let  me  know,  otherwise 
the  amount  will  be  sent  you  on  the  day  named. — I am, 
yours  faithfully,  T.  Ceumplen,  Hon.  Treasurer. 

12,  Regent-street,  London,  S.W. 

Sept.  15,  1893. 


WORLD’S  FAIR  QUESTIONS. 

“ If  you  please,  sir,  will  yon  direct  me  to  the  devil 
fish?” 

It  was  my  first  day  at  the  fair,  and  I blushed  to 
acknowledge  that  I could  not  give  the  young  lady  the 
information  she  required,  but  I made  it  my  business  to 
get  posted  on  that  particular  matter,  and  I am  ready 
now  to  send  anybody  to  the  devil  fish  who  wants  to 
go  there. 

“ Hello  ! what's  this  ? ” inquired  another  young  lady, 
spying  an  exhibit  of  little  reptiles  in  alcohol  in  the  New 
South  Wales  section  of  the  Fisheries  building. 

“ Wales,”  replied  her  pa,  thinking  she  referred  to  the 
whole  exhibit. 

“ Oh,  ma  ! ” cried  the  young  lady,  “ come  and  see  the 
little  haby  wales  in  quart  jars  ! ” 

It  beats  all  bow  quickly  some  people  see  into  things. 

“I  was  tellin’  my  wife  about  them  nets,”  said  a 
portly  old  gentleman,  walking  up  to  my  desk.  *'  I told 
her  the  corks  on  the  side  there  were  used  to  keep  the 
net  up  ; that’s  right,  ain’t  it  ? ” 

I said,  “ Yes,  sir.” 

“ And  them  leads  you’ve  got  strung  along  on  the  other 
line  are  to  keep  that  part  of  the  net  down  ? ” 

“ Exactly.” 

And  he  went  away  looking  as  though  he  thought  it 
would  have  to  be  a pretty  complicated  affair  that  would 
puzzle  him  ; and  the  lady  was  as  proud  as  she  could  be 
to  have  such  an  intelligent  man.  You  could  see  it  in 
her  face. 

When  a man  who  is  interested  in  fish  nets  comes 
along  he  asks  a good  many  questions,  but  the  ladies  only 
say,  “ Oh,  how  lovely  this  netting  is  ! Are  you  in  charge 
of  this  exhibit  ? How  long  is  fish  netting-  P How  wide  is 
it?  How  much  is  it  a yard?  He  sells  it  by  the  pound, 
how  funny.  Do  you  have  all  colours  ? Could  I get 
some  by  sending  for  it  ? Which  kind  do  yon  think  would 
look  best  in  a pink  room  ? How  much  would  that  kind 
be  ? and  this  ? and  that  over  there  ? I notice  that 
■which  is  hung  away  up  there  out  of  reach  has  a different 
tint — it  is  so  gauzy  and  delicate.  Oh  my,  he  says  its 
the  dust  that  makes  that.  Well,  give  me  your  card, 
please.  I am  going  to  send  for  some  fish  netting  as  soon 
as  I get  home — a lot  of  it — enough  for  a large  curtain. 
Thanks  for  answering  my  questions.  Good  oay.” 

Occasionally  a lady  comes  along  who  takes  an  interest 
in  the  practical  working  of  a fish  net.  I explained  the 
method  of  catching  fish  in  pound  nets  to  a lady  of  that 
kind  yesterday.  “ You  say  they  ccme  swimming  along 
the  shore,”  she  said,  looking  at  the  model  net,  “ until 
they  are  stopped  by  this  fence,  then  they  swim  along 
out  and  go  into  that  pen,  and  then  into  that  other  pen, 
and  there  they  are  caught.  Well,  it  is  very  interesting, 
but  doesn’t  it  demoralize  fish  to  catch  them  that  way?  ” 
“Doesn’t  it  what?”  I asked,  politely.  “Demoralize 
them,  demoralize  the  fish.”  “It  certainly  does,  to  some 
extent,”  I replied,  but  I have  been  wondering  ever  since 
whether  she  was  perfectly  sure  that  she  knew  just  what 
she  meant. 

There  isn’t  “a  bushel  of  fun”  to  be  had  in  taking 
care  of  an  exhibit  at  the  Columbian  Exposition,  but  if 
you  keep  your  ears  open  for  questions,  yon  can  get  half 
a bushel  easy  enough.  C.  H.  A,,  in  American  F.  G. 


All  the  species  of  shellfish  draw  the  carbonate  of  lime 
of  which  their  shells  are  formed  from  the  sea.  After 
the  death  of  the  animals  the  shells  accumulate  at  the 
bottom  of  the  ocean,  forming  lofty  mountains  and  vast 
beds  of  chalk. 

Bret  Harte  cannot  work  except  in  seclusion,  and 
when  he  is  busy  on  a story  he  will  hide  himself  away  in 
some  suburban  retreat  known  only  to  his  closest  friends. 
Here  he  will  rise  just  after  dawn,  be  at  his  desk  several 
hours  before  breakfast,  and  remain  there,  with  an 
interval  of  an  hour  for  a walk,  the  whole  day.  Bret 
Harte  is  now  a man  of  fifty-four,  having  been  born  at 
Albany,  N.Y.,  in  1839.  It  was  in  San  Francisco  that  he 
began  to  develop  his  literary  powers,  and  leapt  into 
ame  with  his  “ Luck  of  Roaring  Camp.” 


HOW  HE  WORKED  IT. 

It  was  in  the  snug  of  a riverside  inn  up  in — well, 
never  mind  where.  They  were  discussing  the  question 
of  the  susceptibility  of  hostile  keepers  to  bribery  and 
corruption,  and  Jones  made  the  s-weeping  assertion  that 
there  wasn’t  a river  keeper,  watcher,  or  bailiff  in  the 
whole  of  Yorkshire  who  couldn't  be  squared  if  you  went 
properly  about  the  job. 

“ I doubt  that  very  much,”  chimed  in  Ferguson  ; 
“ there’s  the  keeper — Long  Harry,  they  call  him — on 

Lord  ’s  water  half  a mile  higher  up  the  river  ; they 

say  he  s a terror.  He’s  as  sharp  as  a weasel,  and  dead 
nuts  on  poachers  and  trespassers  of  all  kinds.” 

“Pooh,  pooh!”  Jones  retorted,  loftily;  “I  durst 

guarantee  to  fish  the  whole  of  Lord  S ’s  private 

water  to-morrow  without  any  bother  at  all — that  is,  more 
than  tipping  the  keeper  half-a-crown  or  so.” 

“ I 11  bet  you  half-a-sov.  you  don’t,”  eagerly  exclaimed 
Ferguson,  who  through  the  open  door  had  caught  sight 
of  Long  Harry  comforting  his  velveteen  soul  with  a drop 
of  Scotch  at  the  bar,  an  interested  listener  to  every  word 
that  was  being  said  in  the  snug. 

“ And  so  will  I,”  “and  so  will  I,”  echoed  the  other 
rodsters,  who,  following  Ferguson’s  glance,  had  also 
noted  the  wide-awake  look  of  business  in  the  keeper’s 
eye. 

“ Done !”  cried  Jones,  in  blissful  ignorance  of  Long 
Harry’s  close  proximity,  and  promptly  making  a memo, 
of  the  bets— six  in  all. 

The  next  morning,  alter  an  early  breakfast,  the  party 
set  out.  Jones  coolly  hopped  over  the  fence  that  sepa- 
rated Lord  S ’s  estate  from  the  adjoining  property, 

and  the  others  watched  him  fish  up  the  stream  until  he 
was  hidden  from  sight  by  the  willows.  They  waited  for 
an  hour  to  see  that  he  did  not  return,  and  then  they 
went  off  to  their  own  fishing,  chuckling  over  the  thought 
of  how  finely  Jones  would  be  “done.”  Much  to  their 
surprise  he  strolled  placidly  into  the  inn  in  the  evening, 
and  turned  fifteen  brace  of  splendid  trout  out  of  his 
creel,  not  to  mention  half  a dozen  fine  grayling.  The 
little  band  stared  open-mouthed. 

“You  caught  all  these  in  Lord  S ’s  water?” 

queried  Ferguson. 

“ Every  fin,”  Jones  replied,  triumphantly. 

“ Honour  bright?  ” 

“ Honour  bright.” 

“And  what  about  Long  Harry — didn’t  he  see  you?” 

“ Oh,  yes,  but  I gave  him  two  bob,  and  that  seemed 
to  satisfy  him.  He  showed  me  all  the  likeliest  spots, 
and  helped  me  to  land  that  two-pounder.  But,  I say, 
hadn’t  you  better  be  forking  out  those  half  sovs.  ? ” and 
Jones  went  to  bed  that  night  with  a clear  balance  of 
.£2  18s.  on  the  right  side,  and  the  consciousness  of 
having  done  a noble  deed. 

In  the  silent  watches  of  the  night  Ferguson  thought 
the  matter  over.  Fifteen  brace  of  good  trout  and  three 
brace  of  grayling  was  a day’s  sport  not  to  be  despised. 
He  was  every  bit  as  good  a diplomatist  as  Jones,  and  if 
Jones  could  do  it  he  could.  So  he  quietly  rose  at  day- 
break and  slipped  off  to  the  forbidden  paradise.  It 
really  was  first-rate  water,  and  held  a good  stock  of  fish ; 
there  could  be  no  doubt  about  it.  In  half  an  hour  the 
weight  of  his  basket  had  increased  perceptibly,  and  he 
was  just  on  the  point  of  landing  his  tenth  fish  when  the 
bushes  on  the  bank  parted,  and  Long  Harry  made  his 
appearance,  brusquely  ordering  him  to  “ come  out  er 
that.”  Six-foot- three  of  Long  Harry  was  rather  too  much 
to  openly  defy,  so  Jerguson  came  “out  erthat”  with 
alacrity  and  a persuasive  smile  on  his  face  as  he  placed 
his  finger  and  thumb  suggestively  in  his  vest  pocket. 
But  the  keeper’s  grim  features  never  relaxed  a muscle. 
Ferguson  began  by  offering  half-a-crown,  and  the  bidding 
quickly  went  up  to  fabulous  sums,  but  it  was  all  to  no 
purpose,  and  the  angler  began  to  have  grave  doubts  as 
to  his  powers  of  diplomacy.  Then  he  begged,  entreated, 
and  implored,  with  no  better  result.  Long  Harry  might 
have  been  made  of  velveteen  and  steel  ramrods  for  all 
the  impression  made  on  him.  In  the  end  the  keeper 
marched  Ferguson  up  to  the  hall,  where  he  was  given 
the  option  of  delivering  up  his  tackle  and  subscribing  a 
guinea  f o the  local  cottage  hospital  or  appearing  before 
the  county  magistrates.  He  selected  the  former,  and 
was  escorted  off  the  estate  minus  his  rod  and  basket 
and  the  guinea,  and  returned  straight  to  the  inn  to 
drown  his  sorrows  in  the  flowing  bowl.  It  was  here  his 
companions  found  him  later  on — found  him  utterly 
demoralised,  and  the  air  was  thick  with  the  fumes  of 
whisky  and  bad  language. 

“ I don’t  believe  Jones  ever  came  across  that  cursed 
keeper  at  all  yesterday,”  he  exclaimed,  savagely. 

“ Oh  yes,  I did.  What  makes  you  think  otherwise?” 
returned  Jones  cheerfully,  whereupon  Ferguson  poured 
out  his  tale  of  woe,  at  which  the  others  went  into  con- 
vulsions of  laughter. 

“ That’s  curious — very  curious.  He  took  my  florin  all 
right ; thanked  me  civilly  for  it,  too,  and  hoped  I should 
go  again  some  day,”  observed  Jones  when  the  merriment 
had  subsided.  Then  he  added  gravely,  as  if  suddenly 
struck  by  an  afterthought,  “Stop,  though!  It  quite 
slipped  my  mind  to  mention  before  that  I happened  to 

have  a written  permit  for  yesterday  from  Lord  S ’s 

steward.  I wonder  if  that  could  have  made  any 
difference?  ” And  it  took  the  other  five,  together  with 
the  landlord  and  the  ostler,  all  their  time  to  prevent 
Ferguson  from  committing  a breach  of  the  peace. — 
Yorkshire  Weekly  Post. 


Mr.  Alexander  Wright,  Accountant,  of  10,  Everelda-street, 
Bamebury,  N.  (member  of  the  Gresham,  Junior  Fly-Fishers,  Ac.), 
undertakes  the  auditing  and  balancing  of  every  description  of 
accounts  at  moderate  rates.  Bents  and  debts  collected. 


FRENCH  SPORTSMEN. 

The  shooting  season  of  France  is  now  on,  says  the 
American  Field,  at  least  in  a part  of  that  country  which 
is  divided  by  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  into  three 
zones,  in  one  of  which  the  seasons  begin  Aug.  13,  the 
second  on  Aug.  20,  and  the  third  Aug.  27.  These  dates 
all  occur  on  Sunday,  the  day  which  is  chosen  by  most 
Frenchmen  upon  which  to  go  shooting.  The  bulk  of  the 
land  is  in  the  hands  of  peasant  proprietors,  which 
naturally  prevents  preserving  on  any  largo  scale. 
Sportsmen  there  are  perhaps  more  numerous  than  in 
any  other  country  and  game  naturally  scarcer.  The 
contents  of  the  game  bags  are  generally  confined  to 
rabbits,  larks,  and  a few  blackbirds,  and  he  is  considered 
a lucky  sportsman  who  obtains  these.  The  scarcity  of 
game  and  the  results  of  a trip  do  not  seem  to  interfere 
with  the  extensive  preparation  or  the  magnificence  of  his 
equipment,  and  it  is  said  that  it  is  difficult  to  conceive 
of  a more  entertaining  spectacle  than  that  presented 
at  the  great  railroad  stations  on  the  Saturday  evening.s 
preceding  the  Sunday  opening  days.  The  caps  and 
garters  of  the  outfit  are  noted  as  particularly  gorgeous. 
The  return  is  usually  less  triumphant  than  the 
departure,  and  the  day’s  shooting  is  frequently  brought 
to  a close  in  some  restaurant,  when  the  sportsman  takes 
advantage  of  the  leave  of  absence  granted  him  by  his 
better  half,  and  when  he  sends  some  agent  off  to  the 
market  to  purchase  game  that  he  may  take  with  him  on 
his  return  home  in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning.  The 
resources  of  the  Frenchman  are  ample  in  this  way,  and 
few  return  without  well-filled  bags,  and  if  he  is  on  good 
terms  with  his  cook,  it  may  never  be  known  that  the 
game  is  not  always  as  fresh  as  that  killed  on  a pre- 
ceding day  should  be. 


Angler,  three  miles  from  station  : “ Did  you  say  this 
was  a stone’s  throw  from  the  station?”  “ Yes.”  “ Well, 
I have  a great  admiration  for  the  man  who  threw  the 
stone.” 

A STREAK  of  lightning  from  an  almost  cloudless  sky 
struck  the  British  steamship  Oxford  off  Cape  Hatteras, 
while  bound  from  Santiago  de  Cuba  to  Philadelphia, 
recently.  The  presence  of  a cargo  of  iron  ore  is  thought 
to  have  served  to  attract  the  lightning.  The  lightning 
splintered  the  vessel’s  fore  truck,  and,  after  passing 
down  into  the  vessel’s  hold  and  cabin,  zigzagged  through 
the  decks  and  disappeared  in  the  water.  The  compasses 
were  rendered  entirely  useless,  the  main  one  being  three 
points  and  the  others  even  further  out  of  the  way. 

The  Skegness  Disaster  Fund  has  been  safely 
piloted  over  the  initial  stages  to  a happy  maturity. 
Money  has  been  willingly  subscribed,  and  the  total 
must  now  be  between  four  and  five  thousand  peunds. 
This  will  be  ample  to  provide  for  those  dependent  upon 
the  victims  of  the  boating  disaster,  but  still  the  enter- 
prise of  the  North  London  Railway  in  placing  a working 
model  of  a locomotive  at  Broad-street  station,  as  an 
additional  means  of  bringing  grist  to  the  charitable 
mill,  may  be  warmly  welcomed  and  gratefully  acknow- 
ledged. The  fund  will  be  administered  by  a large  com- 
mittee, of  whom  a large  proportion  are  working  men. 
Only  one  mistake  has  been  made,  says  the  City  Press, 
but  it  is  a significant  one.  In  the  lists  for  putting  the 
details  and  particulars  of  those  claiming  on  the  fund 
there  is  no  column  showing  how  much  the  sufferers 
receive  from  insurance,  friendly,  or  provident  societies 
— surely  a valuable  guide  as  to  necessity.  This  was 
proposed,  but  defeated  by  the  working-class  representa- 
tives, and  the  fact  speaks  volumes  ! 

An  important  subject  which  has  for  some  time 
agitated  a considerable  number  of  Englishmen  has  been 
the  taxing  of  fishing-  rods.  Somehow  the  perverse  notion 
of  a “rod-tax”  has  been  disseminated — per  verse  because 
it  is  clear  that  not  a tax  upon  each  rod  but  a licence  to 
fish  is  what  is  meant,  just  as  one  is  required  to  have  a 
licence  for^carrying  a gun.  But  in  all  German  States  it 
is  imperative  to  have  an  angling  licence  ; .and  on  the 
Rhine  its  cost  is  the  appreciable  one,  especially  to  the 
class  of  German  who  angles,  of  15s.,  and,  even  when 
armed  with  this,  fishing  every  day  of  the  week  is  not 
permitted.  Small  wonder  is  it,  then,  that  anglingis  not 
prosecuted  in  Germany  as  it  is  in  England,  and  that 
Sheffield  angling  contests,  with  their  hundreds  of  com- 
petitors, and  crammed  Pulborough  angling  excursion 
trains,  are  not  reproduced.  The  high  price  of  the 
licence  in  part,  and  the  restrictions  placed  upon  the 
angler,  are  mainly  due  to  the  tact  that  fresh-water  fish 
are  common  articles  of  food,  and  that  whilst,  on  the  one 
hand,  increased  population  has  augmented  the  demand, 
the  supply  has  rather  fallen  off  than  otherwise.  Taking 
the  Rhine  as  an  example,  the  steamboat  traffic  is  now 
something  enormous,  and  Mannheim  and  Bingen  are  now 
one  mass  of  craft.  The  continuous  wash  caused  by  the 
heavy  traffic  is  inimical  to  the  welfare  of  the  small  fry 
and  spawn,  and  we  here  have  in  progress  the  very 
causes  that  have  led  to  the  deterioration  of  the  Thames, 
Clyde,  and  other  rivers  as  homes  of  fish.  There  are 
still  plenty  of  fish  in  the  Rhine,  but  one  sees  no  anglers 
— only  those  patient  manipulators  of  the  dip-nets  whose 
operations  on  those  sandy  shelvages  round  the  foot  of 
the  Lorely  Rock  result  in  the  provision  at  dinner  on  the 
Rhine-boats  of  surely  the  most  delicious  salmon  the 
world  produces.  The  waterways  of  the  Continent  have 
suffered  appreciably  more  than  those  of  England,  and  in 
the  north  smaller  streams  have  tjuite  dried  up,  whilst 
everywhere  rivers  are  lower  than  they  have  been  for 
half  a century.  Anglers  are,  therefore,  subject  to 
much  disappointment,  especially  when — as  happens,  for 
instance,  in  Luxemburg — the  Government  forbids  fishing- 
altogether  when  the  water  is  in  a sufficiently  low  state. 
— Graphic. 
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Htports  from  CIuIjs 


TFe  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning.  Thursday  night’s  clubs  or  meetings  by 
fiVBtpost  on  Friday  morning . Address ''  Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,” 
marked  “ Club  Eeport  ” outside  envelope. 


Anglers’  Association.  — The  monthly  delegate 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next, 
Sept.  18,  at  8.30.— B.  Ghtjrney. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.— The  meeting  of 
the  committee  took  place  on  Friday  evening.  Sept.  15, 
at  8.30.  We  had  one  application  on  Friday  last, 
Sept.  8,  for  a member  who  had  been  laid  up  for  some 
time,  having  a wife  and  large  family,  consequently  in 
very  great  distress,  and  was  ordered  by  his  doctor  to  go 
inti)  the  country.  He  was  granted  ^4  from  the  funds, 
and  two  letters  for  Convalescent  Home  at  Dover  entitling 
him  to  three  weeks'  stay,  during  which  time  a small 
in-esent  of  ,£1.  Is.  will  be  forwarded  to  him  for  pocket 
expenses. — E.  Ghurney. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society.— (President : Albert 
Chevalier.)— On  the  10th  inst.  Mr.  Warde  weighed-in 
dace.  A prize  ot  lOs.  was  given  by  Mr.  Funnell  for 
highest  gross  w’eight  of  roach  from  Sept.  17  till  end  of 
.season  ; also  other  prizes. — C.  Davies. 

Allason  United  Brothers.— Tne  members  met  on 
the  13th,  and  it  was  resolved  not  to  go  down  on  Satur- 
day night  by  brake,  but  those  who  wish  can  go  down  on 
Sunday  morning,  leaving  Netting  Hill  Gate  station  at 
0 a.m.  Fare  2s.  return.  We  have  room  for  a few  other 
members,  who  can  fish  the  same  waters.  Narnes  to  be 
given  in  on  Saturday,  at  25,  Silver-street,  Netting  Hill 
Gate.  Mr.  Hill  had  jack,  perch,  and  gudgeon  on  the 
10th.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  next  Wednes- 
day. A free  competition  takes  place  in  the  Slough  Canal 
for  a series  of  prizes  on  Sept.  24.  Two  rods  allowed, 
and  all  fish,  bar  eels,  tc  weigh.  Fishing  to  start  by  the 
given  signal.  Names  to  be  registered  at  the  Brick- 
makers’  Arms,  Slough  (Host  Cook’s  house).  Live  bait 
allowed,  but  not  sizeable  roach  or  dace  to  be  used. 
The  above  is  free  to  members  of  the  Anglers’  Association. 

— B.  Abrahams. 

Alma  Brothers. — On  Sept.  10  the  following  weighed- 
in  : J.  Drew,  dace  and  gudgeon  ; G.  Marriott,  dace  and 
gudgeon ; W.  Hart,  roach  and  rudd ; W.  Hopping, 
roach,  rudd,  tench  (heaviest  tench  21b.  5jOZ.)  ; Mr. 
Lohman  also  had  roach  (heaviest  roach  21b. )_  On  Tues- 
day last  we  had  a poor  muster  for  quarterly  night.  The 
following  oificers  were  elected : Messrs.  H.  Seymour 
and  W.  Stewart  chairman  and  vice  respectively  ; W. 
Hart  and  J.  Drew  auditors.  I hope  those  members 
not  clear  on  the  books  will  pay  up  as  soon  as  possible, 
so  that  we  can  have  the  balance-sheet  before  us. — G. 
Mabeiott. 

Amicable  Brothers. — On  the  10th  inst.  the  follow- 
ing weighed-in  roach,  perch,  and  jack:  Messrs.  Wolk, 
Abel,  Harding.  Kenniburgh,  Haynes.  On  Wednesday 
evening  we  had  a good  meeting,  and  amongst  other  busi- 
ness arranged  an  outing  at  St.  Margaret’s  on  Oct.  15 
for  a series  of  prizes  ; we  also  collected  something  for 
the  Preservation  Fund,  to  be  added  to  next  week.  I 
would  remind  all  members  that  next  week  will  be  our 
quarterly  gener.al  meeting,  when  I hope  all  members 
will  make  an  effort  to  attend. — F.  G.  Hutchins. 

Amicable  Excelsior.— On  Monday  last.  Sept.  11, 
thirty  members  of  the  above  and  Battersea  Friendly  sat 
down  to  a good  supper  placed  upon  the  tables  by  our 
worthy  host.  After  supper  an  open  free  concert  and 
distribution  of  prizes  followed.  A hearty  vote  of  thanks 
was  accorded  to  the  peggers-dorvn  and  stewards  who 
officiated  in  the  match.  On  tbo  ITth  inst.  we  fish  a 
match  in  the  Mole  at  Esher  : first  train  from  Clapham 
Junction;  jack  barred. — F.  Rich. 

Amicable  Waltonian.  — On  the  10th  inst.  our 
members  were  out  in  good  force,  but  only  a few  of  them 
were  sirccessful  in  sbow'ir.g  fish;  Mr.  J.  Nunn,  sen., 
bream  ; Mr.  Hill,  roach,  dace,  and  bream  : Mr.  Dyer, 
roach ; and  Mr.  Windier,  roach  and  dace.  On  the 
17th  inst.  the  members  fish  for  a series  of  prizes  at 
Amberley  Association  water  only.  All  members  to 
leave  by  first  train  on  the  morning. — E.  E.  Embleton. 

Anglers’  Pride. — Members  are  requested  to  attend 
our  monthly  outing  for  several  prizes  at  Woking  on 
Sept.  17.  Next  AVednesday  will  be  quarterly  night, 
also  special  meeting  for  election  of  officers,  including 
secretary.  I am  sorry  to  resign  that  post  for  a few 
months  owing  to  ill-health.  Will  honorary  and  working 
members  please  send  me  on  a small  donation  on  behalf 
of  the  Thames  and  Lee  Preservation  Fund,  and  oblige. — 

J.  H.  Tucker. 

Battersea  Prieiiclly. — The  members  of  this  club 
will  fish  a match  (pegged-down)  for  three  prizes  on  the 
17th  inst.,  at  Pulborough,  train  7.7  from  Clapham  Junc- 
tion. On  Sept.  3 a match  was  fished  at  Pulborough, 
with  the  following  result : A.  Degonge,  1st  ; G.  Mum- 
ford,  2nd  ; A.  Henw'ood,  3rd.  On  Monday  last  the 
match  supper,  fished  for  with  the  Amicable  Excelsior, 
and  won  by  the  latter,  took  place  at  their  club  house, 
and  was  a great  success,  all  hoping  another  would 
soon  follow.  On  the  10th  inst.  Mr.  J.  Sutcliffe  weighed- 
in  a nice  show  of  bream. — Geo.  Mumford. 

Battersea  United  Piscatorials. — On  13th  inst. 
Messrs.  AVilson  and  Mackrell  weighed-in  111b.  (ioz.  of 
barbel.  A special  meeting  is  called  for  on  20th  inst.,  to  1 


arrange  a day’s  outing  and  payment  of  subscriptions  ; 1 
all  members  will  receive  a notice. — A.  Trowbridge. 

Blackfriars. — Several  members  were  out  last  week, 
and  the  following  weighed-in  ; Mr.  Wheelhouse,  jack 
and  roach  ; Mr.  F.  Barker,  roach ; Mr.  Foster,  bream. 
Our  visit  on  the  S.L.U.V.  List  was  not  such  a grand 
success,  owing  to  something  clashing  with  it ; however, 
fourteen  clubs  answered  to  the  roll-call.  I wish  to 
inform  members  not  present  last  meeting  night  that  vve 
have  a dinner  and  match  at  Woking  on  Sept.  24  for  six 
prizes,  and  I hope  to  see  a good  muster  of  members 
present  on  that  day,  as  we  intend  having  the  group  of 
members  photographed. — J.  Foster. 

Brothers  Well  Met.  — On  Sept.  3 one  of  our 
members,  Mr.  Maynard,  had  a very  nice  show  of  roach 
from  the  Lea  ; on  Wednesday,  Sept.  6,  Mr.  AV.  Robinson 
had  a very  fine  show  of  chub  and  barbel,  largest  chub 
31b.  (ioz.  Mr.  W.  A.  C.  Robinson  also  weighed-in  dace, 
chub,  and  barbel,  and  Mr.  Bass  roach  from  the  Lea.— 
Henry  James. 

Brunswick  Brothers.— Our  trays  were  again  full 
on  the  10th  inst.,  the  following  members  weighiiig- 
in  : Mr.  W.  Short,  bream,  l Ub.  ooz. ; J.  AVatkins,  roach, 
dace,  and  chub ; J.  Mearing,  bream ; B.  Lees,  bream 
and  roach  ; N.  Lees,  jun.,  bream  and  roach  ; C.  Wilson, 
roach  and  dace.  Our  smoker  was  a success,  and  we 
thank  all  our  visiting  friends  for  their  company  that 
evening.  I hope  members  will  not  forget  the  match  at 
Chelmsford  on  the  17th  inst.,  all  to  go  by  the  first  train, 
leaving  Stratford  at  7.50. — J.  Watkins. 

Buxton  Brothers.  — The  following  members 
weighed-in  on  the  10th  inst.  : Mr.  C.  James,  bream  and 
roach,  41b.  7ioz. ; G.  Day,  roach  and  dace,  lib.  13jOZ  .; 

J.  W.  Berry,  roach  and  dace,  11b. — J.  W.  Berry. 

Camden. — On  the  10th  inst.  we  had  our  brake  outing, 
and  a very  pleasant  day  was  spent.  The  following 
members  weighed-in  some  good  roach.  Messrs.  Mar- 
shall, Critcher,  Langton,  and  Sartain. — E.  T.  AVhite. 

Canning  Town. — Our  members  fished  at  Chelms- 
ford on  the  10th  inst.  for  two  prizes  that  remained  from 
our  last  match.  Mr.  S.  Riley  and  C.  Marney  being  suc- 
cessful, the  following  members  being  the  winners  of  the 
five  prizes  ; Messrs.  E.  Dove,  1st ; R.  Lashwood,  2nd  ; 
G.  Howell,  3rd  ; C.  Marney,  4th  ; and  S.  Riley,  5th.  I 
should  like  to  see  a good  muster  next  meeting  night  to 
give  their  assistance  to  the  Preservation  Fund.— 
0.  Jones. 

Chiswick  Piscatorials. — At  our  general  meeting, 
on  Monday  last,  we  had  a good  muster,  several  good 
prizes  being  offered  for  competition,  and  new  members 
elected.  The  secretary  reported  very  favourably  of  the 
financial  position  of  the  society. — E.  Lock. 

City  of  London  and  Bising  Sun.— The  following 
members  had  fish  on  the  10th  inst.  : — Mr.  Macdonnel, 
roach  and  bream  (heaviest  roach  Ijlb.)  ; W.  Cooper,  a 
jack  and  some  roach  ; and  Mr.  Sharpies  s,  roach  and  dace. 
A general  meeting  will  be  held  on  Tuesday  next,  for 
important  business.  I hope  our  members  will  not  forget 
Mr.  A\''ebster’s  benefit  on  Monday,  Sept.  25. — Cas. 

Clapham  Junction. — On  the  10th  inst.  only  one 
member  weighed-in.,  viz.,  Mr.  H.  Moore,  21b.  lloz. 
bream.  Members  are  requested  not  to  forget  our  match 
on  the  17th.  at  AVoking,  usual  conditions,  jack  barred. 
All  to  return  by  the  8.13  train  from  Woking.  ^Any 
member  not  doing  so  will  bo  disqualified. — G.  T. 
Jameson. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List.— The 

next  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  Seymour  Brothers’ 
Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Grafton  Arms,  Grafton- 
street,  Tottenham  Court-road.  I have  not  received 
notice  of  date.— F.  Castell,  hon.  sec. 

Cotodeil. — AA'"e  had  fish  weighed-in  on  the  lOth  inst., 
as  follows  : — Messrs.  T.  Twyman,  with  roach  and  chub, 
41b.  (3oz.,  and  A.  Twyman,  roach  and  dace.  The  match 
takes  place  at  Pangbourne  on  the  17th  inst.  Leave 
Paddington  8.55;  AVestbourne  Park  9.3  a.m.  : pegged- 
down  ; one  rod  only.  Jack,  bleak,  and  gudgeon  barred. 
All  fish  to  be  registered  at  the  Swan  Hotel  by  7 p.m.— 
A. Smith. 

Copenhagen. — Our  members  were  out  on  the  10th 
inst.,  but  had  very  bad  luck,  the  water  being  too  bright. 
On  Thursday  Mr.  Stephens  had  a grand  show  of  dace, 
one  going  8^oz.,  and  some  more  close  up.  He  also  had 
some  gi’and  roach,  several  close  on  11b.  We  have  a 
grand  smoking  concert  on  the  21st  inst.  for  one  of  our 
members,  who  has  had  a broken  leg,  when  we  hope  to 
see  a good  muster  of  brother  anglers. — B.  Pitt. 

Dftlston.— On  the  10th  inst.  the  only  gentlemen  who 
weighed-in  were  Messrs.  Webber,  Pocock,  and  Midson, 
who  had  a fine  show  of  roach,  dace,  and  bream.  Members 
please  note  that  1 have  some  prizes  in  hand  to  be  com- 
peted for  as  soon  as  they  settle  when  and  where. — S. 
Malby. 

Forest  G-ate  Piscatorials. — The  match  at  Esher 
being  a failure,  it  will  be  fished  off  on  the  17th  inst.  at 
Waltham  ; all  to  go  by  7.39  train  from  Stratford.  Two 
rods  ; jack  barred.  Pishing  to  cease  at  G.30.  Members 
are  requested  to  attend  the  meetings  more  frequently. — 
W.  J.  Talbot. 

Funny  Folks. — Since  my  last,  we  have  had  some 
nice  shows  of  fish  weighed-in  by  the  following  : Sept.  3, 
Mr.  H.  AVhitebread,  roach,  bream,  and  dace,  31b.  8jOz. ; 
one  roach,  11b.  3ioz. ; P.  Vanhegan,  roach  and  dace, 
lib.  ll|oz.  : and  S.  Hill,  roach  and  bream;  from 
Amberley,  Mr.  Biggs,  roach,  201b.  15oz.  Sept.  10,  Mr. 
S.  Hill,  roach  and  dace,  (ilb.  4oz.  ; H.  Whitebread,  bream, 
roach,  and  dace,  11b.  13oz.  ; andF.  Vanhegan,  roach  and 
dace,  11b.  7ioz.  Mr  J.  Cole  was  elected  a working 
member. — J.  W.  Biggs. 


Golden  Barbel.— On  the  10th  inst.  a number  of  our 
members  went  out,  but  sport  was  very  tame.  Only  six 
weighed-in,  viz.,  Messrs.  Green,  roach  ; Chapman,  roach 
and  bleak  ; Bowring,  roach  ; Brewer,  roach  and  bream  ; 
Trowbridge,  roaeh,  dace,  and  gudgeon.  AVe  intend  to 
have  a sweepstake  at  Langford  (near  Meldon),  the 
ciation  water,  on  Oct.  8 ; two  rods  (one  to  be  used  at  a 
time)  ; usual  conditions.  We  should  also  like  to  see  as 
many  members  and  hon.  members  as  can  make  it  conve- 
nient. The  July  prize  for  carp  not  being  taken,  will  go 
as  a prize  for  gross  weight  in  March,  1894.  There  is 
still  upwards  of  T(30  waiting  to  be  fished  for.  We  have 
a few  vacancies  for  working  and  hon.  members.  John 
Goatlet. 

Good  Intent. — The  members  will  fish  at  Burnt  Mill 
on  Sept.  17  for  prizes.  All  start  by  eight  o’clock  tram, 
Liverpool-street  station.  Messrs.  Maybury  a,nd  A. 
Taylor  brought  in  some  good  roach,  and  Philpott  jack  on 
the  10th.  The  members  have  decided  to  have  a grand 
eoncert  on  Oct.  3.  on  behalf  of  the  General  Preservation 
Fund.  Messrs.  Huggett  and  Hunt  will  conduct  the 
concert.  I hope  all  members  will  attend.  Those  who 
cannot  attend  can  send  something  towards  so  good  a 
cause. — R.  Murphy. 

Gresliam. — The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  on 
Tuesday,  when  Mr.  Robert  Snare  occupied  tho  chair. 
An  application  was  made  from  the  two  associations  tor 
a contribution  towards  the  River  Preservation  Fund, 
and  a subscription  was  raised  for  that  purpose.  A 
member  was  elected.  The  hon.  curator  reported  (m  the 
progress  that  had  been  made  towards  the  exhibition 
next  week,  which  it  is  anticipated  will  be  a succes.  it 
will  open  on  Tuesday,  the  19th,  at  7.30  p.m.,  when  ladies 
and  friends  will  be  admitted  by  ticket,  and  continued  on 
AVednesday  and  Thursday  at  six  o’clock  each  evening, 
when  anglers  are  invited.  In  addition  to  the  museum 
of  the  society,  a large  number  of  mounted  fish,  tackl^ 
aquatic  birds,  paintings,  curios,  &o.,  connected  with 
angling  are  promised.  The  following  fishing  reports 
were  made  : Mr.  Cartland,  71b.  lloz.  of  roach,  two  ot 
which  weighed  21b.  Ooz. , and  one  dace  of  8oz.  from  the 
Lea,  also  Ifilb.  roach  from  Kelvedon,  and  one  eel,  Ijlb.  ; 
Mr.  Bramley,  a quantity  of  bream  ; Mr.  Young,  f^on^ 
Deal,  81b.,  chiefly,  whitings,  one  codling^  of  31b.  ; Mr. 
Hesse,  seven  roach  weighing  51b.  from  Kelvedon  ; Mr. 
Vail,  from  Deal,  one  codling  and  lIHb.  whiting  Md 
dabs;  Mr.  Bartlett,  sea  fishing  in  Devonshire,  and  Dr. 
Ladell,  at  Guernsey,  had  taken  large  qnanties  of  fish. 
James  Tayler. 

Havelock.  — On  the  10th  seven  of  our  members 
were  out,  three  only  weighing-in  fish:  Mr.  A.  Young, 
jack,  41b.  .5oz.,  and  some  very  good  roach;  Mr.  VV . 
Young,  and  Mr.  AV.  Tuthill  had  roach  ; Mr.  Griffiths, 
Mr.  Yount,  and  Mr.  Earp  had  fish,  but  were  too  late  to 
weigh-in.  AVe  fish  a match  on  Sept.  24  at  SheppeiTon  ; 
all  competing  members  to  go  by  the  8.35  train  from 
AVaterloo  Station. — AV.  Young. 

Hearts  of  Oak. — AVe  had  a splendid  show  of  fish 
on  the  10th  inst.  Mr.  A.  Fish,  bream  and  tench ; 
Mr.  Holmes,  roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  Russell,  roach ; Mr. 
Bagshawe,  sen.,  jack;  Mr.  Bagshawe,  jun.,  perch. 
Our  secretary,  Mr.  Fenner,  has  left  us,  and  should  there 
be  any  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  “ Hearts  of  Oak  ” we 
should  like  secretaries  of  clubs  to  let  ns  know  as  early 
as  possible.  Our  return  visit  takes  place^  on  Monday, 
Sept.  25,  when  all  members  who  can  make  it  convenient 
to  attend  on  that  night  will  oblige. — 0.  T.  Russell. 

Hoxton  Brothers.— AVe  had  a few  fish  on  the 
10th  inst.,  S.  Orrow  weighed-in  91b.  roach  and  dace  ; F. 
Newton  31b.  roach.  On  the  17th  inst.  the  members  will 
fish  for  special  prizes  at  Ware,  from  the  Engine  House 
to  the  Tumbling  Bay  below  the  Town  Bridge.  All  to 
leave  London  by  the  first  train. — R.  Ghurney. 

Independent  Brothers.— On  the  10th  inst.  Mr. 
Pope  weighed-in  bream  and  roach.  Our  concert  took 
place  on  the  12th,  and  was  a great  success.® 'The 
harmony  was  contributed  to  by  Messrs.  T.  Collin, 

Weaver,  Gollop,E.  Evans,  Melbourne, Holder, and  others. 

I hope  to  see  a good  show  up  of  members  at  the  com- 
petion  on  the  17th  inst.  Usual  conditions  ; first  or 
second  train.  Jack  barred.  Members  going  by  second 
train  must  show  themselves  before  starting. — E.  Bigsbt. 

Islington  Brothers. — Several  of  our  members  were 
out  on  the  10th  inst.,  but  only  Mr.  G.  Holder  was  up  in 
time  to  weigh-in.  Among  his  take  of  roach  he  had  one 
fish  turning  the  scale  at  1 Jib.,  which  has  gone  to  Mr. 
Barnes,  of  Barnsbury,  to  be  put  up.  Mr.  Welstead  had 
some  fine  roach,  but  was  too  late  to  weigh-in.  We  met 
on  the  12th  inst.,  when  the  minutes  of  last  meeting  were 
read  and  confirmed,  A.  Challis  in  the  chair.  AVe  fish  a 
roving  match  at  AVitham  on  Oct.  1,  all  to  go  by  the 
8.25  train  from  Liverpool-street  Station.  — J . H. 
Herbert. 

Jolly  Anglers. — The  members  of  this  society  have 
been  busy  this  week  with  varying  success.  On  the  10th 
inst.,  Mr.  Clark  went  to  AVraysbury,  but  the  water  was 
not  in  very  good  condition.  Messrs.  Flint,  Clark,  and 
H.  Ealand  fished  in  the  AVelsh  Harp  water  on  Monday. 
Among  Mr.  Flint’s  catch  was  a bream  scaling  Ij-lb.  AA'e 
bad  a good  meeting  on  Wednesday  night.— H.  J. 
Ealand. 

Jubilee.— On  the  10th  inst.  Mr.  Bence  had  8Jlb.  of 
nice  roach,  Mr.  E.  Cballen  jack,  and  Mr.  AA^arner  barbel. 
At  our  meeting  on  Tuesday  last  we  enrolled  two  new 
members.  AA’ill  members  please  forward  their  con- 
tributions to  the  Preservation  Fund  at  their  earliest 
convenience. — A.  Ide. 

Junior  Fly-Fishers.  - Mr.  Hoyle  in  the  chair.  At 
our  usual  weekly  meeting,  on  Thursday  last,  at  which 
Mr.  Hall  reported  having  taken,  in  company  with  a 
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friend,  2r>lb.  4oz.  roacli,  with  fly,  and  Mr.  Evens,  dace, 
from  the  Thames. — Hon.  Sec. 

Iiady  of  the  Iiake. — Since  last  report  the  following 
have  weighed-in  : Mr.  Masters,  roach,  dace,  and  perch. 
Ifllb. ; Mr.  C.  E.  Look,  roach,  dace,  and  chub,  Lllb.  2|oz. 
(one  dace  7tOZ.)  ; Mr.  C.  Stevens,  roach,  21b.  14Joz.  ; 
Mr.  A.  B.  Mason,  roach,  4Ib.  12^oz. ; Mr.  J.  Sheen, 
dace,  41b.  fl-Joz. ; Mr.  G.  Baldwin,  dace,  141b. ; Mr.  C.  J. 
Carter,  roach  and  dace,  251b.  5Joz. ; Mr.  S.  Barton, 
roach  and  dace,  311b.  3oz.  On  the  17th  inst.  will  be  the 
last  day  of  monthly  competition.  Our  next  competition 
starts  on  the  24th  inst.  and  terminates  Oct.  22.  Con- 
ditions ; Heaviest  weight  taken  on  any  one  single  day 
between  the  dates  named.  Eirst  prize,  £5  5s.  ; second, 
.£1  Is. ; third,  JH  Is.  ; fourth,  7s.  (Id. — S.  Burton. 

liincoln. — On  the  10th  inst.  a few  members  were  out, 
the  following  showing  some  fish  : Mr.  Holmes,  bream 
and  gudgeon  ; Mr.  Nelson,  roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  Grif- 
fiths, roach.  I must  really  ask  members  to  turn  up  on 
meeting  nights.  It  seems  a strange  thing  that  only  the 
same  members  turn  up  each  week.  I hope  this  notice 
will  be  sufficient  to  induce  members  to  attend  more 
regularly.  The  balance-sheet  for  last  quarter  was 
passed. — W.  Watlinq. 

Iiiverpool. — The  reports  from  the  rivers  Severn  and 
Vyrnwy  being  very  bad,  it  was  resolved  at  our  last 
week’s  meeting  to  abandon  the  day’s  fishing  fixed  for 
these  rivers  on  the  14th,  and  to  have  a competition  in 
the  Dee  at  Bangais-y-Coed.  At  a recent  contest  there, 
six  a-side,  the  winners  took  3Glb.  lOoz.,  and  the  losers 
221b.  9oz.,  roach  and  dace.  Pishing  seems  to  be  very 
bad  in  the  Shropshire  meres,  for  a member  of  ours,  with 
a friend,  tried  Ellesmere  one  day,  Colemere  the  next 
day,  and  Whitemere  the  third  day,  and  in  the  three 
days  took  two  perch,  about  Jib.  each,  and  one  eel,  about 
a yard  long,  but  with  a body  like  a rat’s  tail,  it  was  so 
thin. — Ed.  Woodfall. 

Marylebone. — The  following  were  out  on  the  10th 
inst.  : Mr.  Fisher  weighed-in  a nice  take  of  bream  and 
Melbourne  tench  and  perch.  We  fish  a match  at  Box- 
moor  on  Sept.  24.  Start  by  first  train. — J.  Melbourne. 

Mitre  Brothers. — Our  peg-down  match  took  place 
at  Ware  on  the  10th  inst.,  only  three  prizes  being  taken. 
The  winners  were : Mr.  Crocker,  first ; Mr.  Eyan, 
second ; Mr.  Greene,  third.  A special  meeting  is  called  for 
the  18th,  when  all  members  are  requested  to  attend. 
Also  a smoking  concert  takes  place  on  the  25th  inst., 
when  we  hope  to  see  a good  muster  of  members  and 
friends. — A.  Toplis. 

New  Albion  Fiscatorials. — A sea-fishing  outing 
takes  place  next  Thursday  ; all  go  by  8.23  (Fenchurch- 
street)  to  Leigh.  Members  wishing  to  compete  must 
advise  secretary  so  that  he  can  engage  boat. — A.  E. 
Baldwin. 

Park. — Our  benefit  concert  was  a decided  success.  We 
are  greatly  indebted  to  many  members  of  the  Edmonton 
and  Tottenham  Angling  Society.  Mr.  C.  Eoberts  occupied 
the  chair,  Mr.  J . Harrison  the  vice-chair,  and  the 
pianist  was  Mr.  Franklin. 

Feckbaui  Brothers.— On  the  10th  inst.,  Mr.  Bran- 
cher  weighed  in  some  very  nice  tench.  We  fish  for 
Mr,  Coleman’s  prize  on  the  17th  at  Byfleet.  Our 
quarterly  meeting  was  too  small  to  do  any  important 
business.  Mr.  Etherington  has  been  having  a look  round 
Dorset,  and  says  that  the  trout  are  in  splendid  condition. 
— W.  E.  Gardham. 

Phoenix. — On  the  10th  inst.,  Messrs.  Mares,  C.  Dove, 

F.  Dove,  Boufiler,  and  Carter  weighed. in  various  mixed 
lots.  The  only  notable  fi^h  was  a grayling,  taken  with 
fly  by  Mr.  Carter.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  0.  Kirby  was  elected 
a working  member.  Mr.  B.  F.  Forster  gave  us  two 
half-guineas  to  be  angled  for.  On  Sept.  24,  three  prizes 
will  be  angled  for  at  Maldon,  roving  match.  Mr.  F. 
Dove  gave  10s.  fid.  for  the  gross  weight  (roach)  in  October 
(Sundays  only). — H.  W.  Morgan. 

Pixie  Brothers. — At  our  last  meeting  it  was  decided 
that  our  next  monthly  outing  be  an  open  competition, 
members  being  allowed  to  go  away  on  Saturday, 
Sept.  23,  all  fish  to  weigh,  punt  or  bank.  The  following 
members  weighed  in  on  the  10th  inst. ; Mr.  Utting,  Mr. 
Hawes,  jack,  from  the  Medway;  Mr.  Mitchell,  jack, 
roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon,  from  the  Thames  ; Mr.  Clarke 
and  Mr.  Tidmarsh,  roach,  from  the  Arun. — B.  Pynb. 

Prince  of  Wales. — The  takes  of  fish  registered  on 
the  10th  inst.  were  the  smallest  this  season,  only  the 
following  weighing-in ; Mr.  Crowley,  roach ; Porter, 
bream  ; Eobins  and  Wheeler,  bream  ; and  Wilson,  dace. 
There  will  be  a special  meeting  on  Monday  next,  when  I 
hope  for  the  usual  attendance. — W.  B. 

Queen’s  Fiscatorials.— On  the  14th  the  following 
members  weighed-in  : Mr.  Norris  (roach),  Mr.  Hinton 
(roach  and  perch),  Mr.  Keene  (roach),  Mr.  Hugkulstone 
(roach). — C.  H.  Steer. 

Biodney  Fiscatorials.  -We  had  some  good  shows 
of  fish  on  the  3rd  inst.,  by  the  following  members : 
Messrs.  G.  Sharman,  roacli,  dace,  and  bream  ; J.  Wigley, 
roach,  dace,  and  bream  ; J.  Davis,  dace ; and  again  on 
the  10th  inst.,  Messrs.  J.  Wigley,  roach  and  dace  ; 

G.  Sharman,  roach  and  dace  ; F.  T.  Lamberton,  roach, 
bream,  and  dace  ; J.  Carter,  I’oach  ; E.  Carter,  roach. 
Our  next  monthly  outing  takes  place  at  Windsor,  from 
Windsor  Bridge  to  Surley  Hall,  all  to  go  by  the  first 
train  from  Waterloo,  and  all  return  by  the  7.45  p.m. 
train  on  the  24th  inst.,  when  I hope  all  members  will  be 
present,  as  there  are  four  good  prizes  to  fish  for. — F.  T. 
Lamberton. 

Bioyal  George. — On  the  10th  inst.,  Mr.  Holder  had 
a fine  show  of  roach,  thus  saving  the  club  from  a blank. 
Members  will  greatly  oblige  by  putting  in  a.n  appearance 
next  meeting  night. — J.  Gibbons.  ■ - | 


St.  Iiuke  Brothers. — The  three  prizes  fished  for  on 
Sept.  10  resulted  in  Mr.  Haswell  winning  first  prize  with 
41b.  12Joz.  of  roach ; second,  Mr.  C.  Herbert  with 
31b.  8Joz.  of  roach  ; third,  Mr.  Connelly  with  21b.  14Joz. 
of  roach  and  dace.  Sevei-al  other  members  weighed-in 
roach  and  perch.— G.  Young. 

Second  Surrey. — At  our  special  meeting  on  Tuesday 
we  decided  to  fish  for  five  i>rizes  at  Amberley  on  17th, 
roving.  Mr.  Wm.  Moore,  of  Upper  Norwood,  was  duly 
elected  an  honorary  member.  Mr.  George  Brocken  has 
resigned  from  being  a working  member  through  ill- 
health,  which  all  the  members  deeply  regret.  Messrs. 
G.  Ballinger  and  William  Anstey  were  elected  auditors 
for  the  past  quarter.  On  the  10th,  Messrs.  J.  Wright 
and  W.  H.  Shaw  had  a fine  show  of  roach,  dace,  and 
barbel  from  the  Thames.  On  Thursday,  Friday,  and 
Saturday  of  last  week  Mr.  J.  T.  Wright  fished  St. 
Neots,  but  met  with  very  indifferent  sport,  the  water 
being  so  bright  and  a north-east  wind  blowing.  I hope 
the  members  will  meet  early  at  London  Bridge,  so  that 
we  can  all  go  down  in  the  same  carriage.  I am  pleased 
to  report  that  Mr.  Horace  Howard  had  three  more 
specimen  dace  on  the  10th  inst. — J.  Wright. 

Serapis. — Several  of  our  members  have  been  out 
during  the  past  week,  with  very  fair  results.  Mr. 
J.  Hidden  with  some  good  dace  of  12oz.  and  llfoz.,  and 
also  roach ; Mr.  C.  Tilbury,  bream,  91b.  9oz.  ; J. 
Edwards,  bream,  51b,  12.Voz.  ; J.  Thornton,  bream, 
31b.  lljoz. ; W.  Penney,  31b.  9oz.,  bream.  I shall  be 
pleased  to  have  a good  muster  on  Wednesday  next,  as 
the  election  of  officers  will  take  place  for  the  next  half- 
year,  and  we  have  some  important  business  to  bring 
forward  as  to  preservation  week  and  winter  business. — 
J.  Laming. 

Seymour  Brothers.  — The  result  of  the  brake 
outing  on  the  10th  inst.  is  as  follows  ; Messrs.  Weber, 
first  ; Bobbins,  second  ; Petrie,  third  ; Sanders,  fourth  ; 
and  North,  fifth.  The  next  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  and 
District  List  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  the  27 tb 
inst.,  when  all  are  cordially  invited. — C.  B.  Lumlet. 

Silver  Trout. — Tuesday,  Seiit.  15,  being  quarterly 
night,  the  election  of  officers  took  place,  Mr.  Fletcher 
being  re-elected  president,  Mr.  Gill  vice-president,  and 
Messrs.  Smales,  Ely,  and  Tree  elected  auditors  for  the 
coming  quarter.  Several  of  our  members  were  out  on 
the  10th  inst.,  and  had  fish,  but  did  not  weigh  them  in. 
This  being  Preservation  Week,  I hope  those  members 
not  able  to  come  up  to  the  club  will  please  forward  me 
their  donations. — Pelican. 

Small  Arms  Angling'  Society. — Our  members 
have  had  good  sport  this  last  fortnight.  E.  Partridge, 
31b.  14oz.  chub ; G.  Pycroft,  61b.  chub  and  roach ; 
J.  Spragg,  111b.  loz.  roach ; W.  Buller,  Sept.  2, 
71b.  14oz.  rudd;  Sept.  9,51b.  9oz.  tench,  51b.  12oz.  rudd; 
from  private  waters,  J.  Crane,  lib.  3oz.  roach. — J.  J. 
Johnson. 

South  lioudon. — On  the  10th  inst.  we  fish  for  two 
prizes  at  Pulborough.  and  on  Wednesday,  for  two  prizes, 
at  Weybridge.  At  our  meeting  on  Wednesday  last  a 
guinea  was  voted  to  the  General  Preservation  Fund.  I 
have  forwarded  11s.  to  the  Talbot  fund.  Since  last  report 
Mr.  Boorman  has  weighed-in  381b.  lOoz.  bream,  and  Mr. 
Gearing  a variety  from  the  Thames,  including  a porch  of 
lib.— J.  J.  F. 

Stepney. — The  following  weighed-in  on  the  10th  inst. : 
Mr.  W.  Smith  with  some  very  fine  bream,  Mr.  Jolly  and 
Mr.  Ebren,  bream.  We  made  three  more  new  members  on 
Friday  last.  Members  please  show  up  on  next  meeting 
night. — G.  Marrows. 

United  ferothers. — On  the  4th,  Mr.  H.  Freame 
weighed-in  a nice  show  of  roach.  The  members  of  the 
above  fished  a pecged-down  match  on  the  10th  inst.,  at 
Amberley.  Mr.  H.  Fordham  taking  first  prize  with 
a roach,  11b.  4|oz.  ; Mr.  A.  Venn,  taking  a given  prize 
with  bream  ; J.  Steer  weighed-in  perch  ; and  C.  Wilder- 
spin,  and  J.  Payne,  roach.  The  members  of  the  above  will 
start  on  the  17th  inst.,  fishing  for  our  host’s  prize  (one 
guinea)  for  the  gross  weight  of  fish  on  the  three  next 
Sundays,  the  last  two  Sundays  in  this  month,  and  the 
first  Sunday  in  next  month. — H.  'Ttler. 

Wag’goners. — Several  of  ours  were  out  on  the  10th. 
The  following  had  fish : Mr.  Ilsley,  bream  and  barbel  ; 
Howson,  chub  and  dace  ; Joseph,  dace  ; Powell,  dace  ; 
Cly,  roach  and  dace  ; Dawson,  bream  and  roach.  We 
had  a good  meeting  on  the  12th,  Mr.  Phillips  in  the 
chair.  Some  important  business  was  got  through.  We 
had  a nice  bream  at  the  club  on  Tuesday,  preserved  by 
Mr.  Haines,  who  turned  it  out  capitally.  1 hope  to  see  a 
good  muster  on  next  week  to  make  arrangements  for  our 
next  match. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea. — The  members  of  the 
above  held  their  usual  weekly  meeting  on  Wednesday 
last,  Mr.  G.  Powm  presiding.  The  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  were  read  and  confirmed,  and  general  business 
transacted.  On  the  10th  inst.  some  very  fine  shows  of 
fish  were  weighed-in  as  follows  : Mr.  H.  Templeman, 
18Jlb.  of  roach,  dace,  and  bream  ; Mr.  T.  Allder,  jun. , 
lOJlh.  roach  and  dace  ; ;Mr.  W.  Achong,  101b.  roach  and 
dace;  and  Mr.  G.  Powe,81b.  3oz.  Members  are  requested 
to  attend  on  Wednesday  next,  as  important  business  has 
to  be  transacted. — E.  Sutchall. 

Waltham  Brothers. — Although  only  about  a dozen 
members  were  present  at  our  outing  on  the  10th  inst.,  a 
most  enjoyable  day  was  spent. — A.  G.  Beach. 

Waltonians.— On  Sept.  10  we  had  a very  fair  day’s 
sport,  considering  that  the  wind  was  due  east,  and  any- 
thing but  pleasant  for  fishing.  Mr.  Leyton,  roach,  91b.  ; 
G.  Leyton,  jun.,  roach,  51b.  loz.,  and  a fine  chub, 
31b.  loz.  ; Messrs.  E.  Dodge,  W.  Dodge,  Dodge,  sen., 
and  H.  Putnam  also  weighed-in. — J.  Packman. 


Wenlock. — On  the  10th  inst.  the  following  members 
weighed-in  : Mr.  Burton,  roach  ; Mr.  Backhouse,  roach  ; 
Mr.  Eenn,  roach  ; Mr.  Mercer,  rudd.  The  next  outing 
will  take  place  at  Witham  on  Sept.  24.— W.  M. 

Western  Fiscatorials.— We  had  some  good  shows 
last  week.  Mr.  Moon  weighed-in  211b.  of  tench  on 
Saturday,  the  9th  inst.,  the  largest  being  31b.  lOoz. ; 
and  on  the  10th  Mr.  Garrod  returned  with  a good  basket 
of  bream,  weighing  171b.,  and  averaging  31b.  each.  Mr. 
Warner  on  Wednesday  brought  in  11b.  5oz.  roach. — 
D.  W.  Evans. 

West  Ham  Brothers.— Since  my  last  report  the 
following  members  weighed-in  fish  : Mr.  J.  Newton, 
141b.  13|oz.  of  roach  ; Mr.  F.  Homer,  111b.  13oz.  of 
roach  and  bream  ; Mr.  0.  Lloyd,  61b.  lljoz.  of  roach 
and  jack  ; Mr.  T.  Kenny,  21b.  3|oz.  of  roach  ; Mr.  T. 
Wilmott,  2lb.  of  roach  ; Mr.  C.  Eoberts,  lib.  9oz. 
of  roach  ; Mr.  Simmons,  one  roach  weighed  lib.  2oz.  ; 
Mr.  Goodrich,  dace.  We  fish  a roving  match  on  Oct.  1, 
at  Dedham,  for  seven  prizes  ; all  to  go  down  on  Satur- 
day night. — E.  Lowther. 

West  Iiondon. — A large  muster  of  members  attended 
our  quarterly  meeting,  the  usual  officers  being  duly 
elected  : Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore,  as  chairman ; Mr.  W. 
Cox,  jun.,  to  the  vice-chair  ; Mr.  F.  C.  Brittain  and  our 
chairman  as  delegates  to  the  Central  Association. 
Several  of  our  members  have  been  out  lately,  but  have 
not  been  fortunate  in  getting  big  takes.  Members 
desirous  of  joining  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Association 
are  requested  to  give  in  their  names  at  once. — J.  J. 
Hunter. 

Wool'wich  Brothers. — Our  members  have  met  with 
very  little  success  lately.  Mr.  E.  Scarborough  weighed- 
in  roach  on  the  8th  inst.,  and  on  the  10th  Messrs.  F. 
Cresswell,  A.  Kimber,  J.  Hicks,  P.  Smith,  and  G.  Grim- 
wood  weighed-in  small  takes  of  bream,  chub,  roach, 
dace,  and  gudgeon  ; and  Mr,  W.  G.  Northam  some  nice 
roach  and  a jack  on  the  13th. — J.  E.  Howcboft. 

[Several  club  and  river  reports  are  omitted,  as  they 
arrived  too  late  for  insertion.] 


Silk,  Silk  Lines,  and  Gut  should  be  kept  from  the 
air,  as  it  tends  to  rot  them.  Silk  and  gut,  as  well  as 
silk  lines,  when  not  in  use,  should  be  wrapped  in  wash- 
leather,  and  kept  in  boxes. 

According  to  the  reports  of  the  Fisheries  Dejiart- 
ment,  the  salmon  catch  in  Fraser  river,  British 
Columbia,  is  the  greatest  in  the  history  of  the  canning 
industry.  A cautious  estimate,  says  an  Ottawa  corre- 
spondent, places  the  total  pack  at  2,160,000  pound  tins. 
One  cannery  caught  45,000  fish  in  three  days. 

A Scotch  hawker,  taking  his  fish  round  on  a warm 
summer  day,  found  that  they  were  getting  soft,  flabby, 
and  out  of  condition.  In  order  to  make  them  look 
plump,  he  stuffed  his  codfish  with  grass  from  the  wayside. 
This  had  a magical  effect.  They  sold  readily.  The 
next  visit  caused  many  inquiries  to  be  made  as  to  the 
cause  of  so  much  grass  being  within.  Weel,  to  be 
plain  wi  ye,”  quoth  the  hawker,  “ its  the  same  on  sea  as 
on  land  i’  the  nor’ — hungry  fish,  like  hungry  cattle, 
are  glad  to  eat  anything.” 

The  mistakes  some  compositors  make  is  enough  to 
make  one’s  hair  stand  on  end.  “ Spy  ” was  severe  recently 
on  the  Manchester  Evening  News  comp,  who,  in  con- 
nection with  a report  of  the  Eoyal  wedding,  set  up 
something  like  this : “ Their  Eoyal  Highnesses  the 
Princesses  Victoria  and  Maud,  and  the  Duke  of  Cam- 
bridge, looked  very  pretty  in  a gown  of  muslin  do  lain,” 
&c.,  &c.  Here  are  two  more  instances;  ” I shall  sing 
‘ Goodbye  ’ (Tosti)  wrote  a fair  vocalist  to  the  secretary 
of  a Ehondda  musical  society.  She  wept  when  the  pro- 
gramme was  printed  with  "Goodbye,  Tottie,”  as  the 
title  of  her  song.  It  is  not  so  long  since  the  duet  “ Yet 
once  again  ” (Gabriel)  was  interpreted,  “ The  ducks  fed 
once  again,  Gabriel  ” in  connection  with  a concert  at 
Sheffield. 

Melinda  Watson,  of  Connecticut,  says  the  Boston 
Globe,  supports  herself  and  an  aged  aunt  by  fishing 
through  the  ice  during  the  winter.  The  woman  Izaak 
is  at  her  post  long  before  daybreak  in  the  winter,  accom- 
panied liy  her  assistant,  a boy  of  sixteen,  who  cuts  the 
holes  in  the  ice  and  help  set  the  "gears,”  as  the  lines 
are  called.  iShe  never  fishes  with  less  than  ninety 
“ gears,”  which  extend  over  a mile  and  a half  along  the 
river,  and  from  the  hooks  she  takes  all  the  fish  herself, 
leaving  them  on  the  ice  for  the  boy  to  gather  up.  It  is 
lively  work  when  the  " gears  ” begin  to  tilt,  sometimes 
half  a mile  apart,  but  Miss  Watson  keeps  at  it  until 
nightfall,  taking  1001b.  or  2001b.  of  fish  a day,  which  net 
her  seventeen  dollars,  and  in  a season  bring  in  an  income 
of  1200dols.  or  1500dols.  She  is  not  all  a masculine  look- 
ing women  ; is  neat  and  conventional  in  dress,  cultured 
in  appearance  and  exceedingly  well  read  and  bright  in 
conversation.  Her  home  is  cozy,  and  her  library  would 
be  a credit  to  persons  of  greater  literary  pretensions. 
Naturally  she  is  a firm  believer  in  woman’s  rights. 
She  owns  to  thirty  years  and  calls  herself  an  old  maid, 
with  no  prospects  or  desire  for  matrimony. 


Every  House  may  shortly  be  supplied  with  electric  light  by  a 
simple  piece  of  mechanism  placed  over  the  kitchen  chimney,  if  a 
new  plan  of  Edison's  for  generating  electricity  directly  from 
heat  is  sttecessfttl.  Thtis  the  poorest  person  could  have  tho 
benefit  of  a useful  invention  which  is  no vv  regarded  as  a luxury 
only  for  the  comfort  of  the  rich.  Mr.  Thomas  Holloway,  how- 
ever, has  given  a greater  blessing  to  humanity  than  ha.s  yet  been 
afforded  by  the  most  wonderful  discoveries  of  science.  His  Pills 
and  Ointment  have  .succeeded  in  oa.ses  where^  the  greatest 
authorities  on  medical  treatment  have  failed.  'Whatever  the  con- 
dition of  a patient  may  be,  these  medieiiies  will  effect  it  cure  if 
such  a thing  is  humanly  possible. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 
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Price  Is.  6d.  Is.  7d. 

A CHARMING  OLEOGRAPH 

PRINTED  IN  SIXTEEN  COLOURS,  Entitled— 

“AN  EVENING’S  FISHING” 

The  picture  represents  a brace  or  two  of  Trout  just  caught,  after  the  Original  Painting  by  the  late 
T.  G.  TARGETT,  in  possession  of  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 


LONDON:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  & CO.,  LIMITED. 

ST.  DUNSTAN’S  HOUSE,  FETTER  LANE,  LONDON,  E.C. 

j*!HomocERi** 


The  FISHERMAN'S  FRIEND 


Ci:,#ORIGINALLY  E STABLI  S H E D I N TENBY. 

See  my  announcement,  page  iii.,  “WHITAKEB”;  page  xxxii,, 
“IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE  YEARBOOK”;  page  ii.,  “ A.B.C. 
GUIDE”;  “FIELD,”  “PUNCH,"  &c. 

Telegrams— SELFHELP,  LONDON. 


FOR  ANGLERS 

And  SPORTSMEN 
Gererally,  the 
IRISH  FRIEZES 
(or  rough  Tweeds) 
made  in  the 
MARQUIS  of 
WATERFORD’S 
Industrial  House, 
are  as  near  perfec- 
tion as  possible. 

A CHOICE  OF  PATTERNS 
SENT  BY  REQUEST. 

Gentlemen’s  21  /•  Suit  Length 

Other  Good  Substantial  IRISH 
TWEEDS  at  17/6  and  19/3 
suit  lengths,  which  cannot 
be  supassed  for  value  and 
suitability. 


BERTHON  PORTABLE  FOLDING  BOATS 

FOR  FISHING  ON  SEA,  LAKE,  AND  RIVER. 

No.  1. — Length,  7ft.;  Breadth  (Open), 
3ft. ; Price  £8 ; will  Carry  Comfor- 
tably 2 persons. 


NO  gnat  or  midget  troubles  the  man  who  uses 
Homocea  when  fishing ; where  it  is  they  won’t 
come,  being  aromatic  in  its  odour ; it  is  very  pleasant 
to  use;  and,  if  bitten  by  them,  or  fleas,  or  any  insect,  its 
use  neutralises  the  poison  of  their  sting  at  once. 

For  cuts,  wounds^  and  bruises  it  has  no  equal,  and  to 
rub  the  muscles  after  a hard  day's  work  is  all  that  is  needed 
to  make  one  feel  fresh  and  comfortable  ; and  for  Sunburn, 
it  only  needs  to  be  used  once  to  find  what  a delightful 
remedy  it  is,  so,  when  you  are  off,  remember  a box  of 

^}c  H O M^O.C  E A 

is  as  essential  for  your  comfort  as  your  rod,  reel,  and  fly- 
book  are  for  your  fishing. 

Of  most  Chemists,  or  Free  by  Post  from  the — 

HOMOCEA  CO.,  21,  Hamilton  Square,  BIRKENHEAD. 


No.  2.— Length,  9ft. ; Breadth  (Open), 
4ft. ; Price  £12 ; will  Carry  Comfor- 
tably 3 persons. 


No.  1 Boat  is  complete  with  Pair  of 
Sculls,  Thole  Pins,  and  a Cork  Cushion 
or  Folding  Stool,  according  to  choice. 


No.  2 is  fitted  with 
Pins,  and  Sculls. 


Seats,  Thole 


PRICE  Is.  lid.  and  2s.  9d.  PERIBOX. 


EXTRAS. 

Mast  and  Sail,  25/-  and  30/-;  Extra 
Cork  Cushions,  7/6;  Wrappers,  2/- 
meauactiui  and  2/6. 

7ft.  Bebthon  Fishino  Boat,  with  Angler  and  Gillie. 

The  Framework  of  the  Berthon  Boat  Is  comoosed  of  the  finest 
Canadian  Elm,  with  outer  and  inner  coverings  of  specially-prepared 
t canvas.  The  action  of  expanding  the  Boat  fills  the  space  between 
the  outer  and  inner  coverings  with  air,  rendering  the  same  a perfect 
Life-boat.  Itcollapses  or  folds  up  lensthwavs,  and  can  be  stowed  away 
In  a space  a few  inches  in  wloth.  One  person  can  get  the  Berthon 
I Boat  ready  for  use  in  a minute,  without  any  previous  instruction. 

i FOR  PRICE  LISTS  AND  INFORMATION  APPLY : 

BERTHON  BOAT  COMPANY,  Limited. 

Works;  EOMSEY.  HANTS. 

London  Office:  50,  H0L80RN  VIADUCT,  E.C.,  where 
! the  Boats  can  be  seen  oaily  between  lO  and  6 o’clock. 


Sampson  Low,  IVIarston  & Company’s  New  Books 

^ IT^ISTID SOIREE 

THE  FIRST  ANNUAL  VOLUME  OF 

Containing  upwards  of  832  pages,  ______  [Printed  in  England.] 

nearl_y  800  Illustrations, 


BOYS 


Handsomely  Bound.  Eed  Clotli  Gilt, 
Bevelled  Edges.  Attractive  Covers. 


and 

Tliirteen  Coloured  Plate.s.  

F»HICE  SEVEN  S^lIEEINGS  AND  SIXPENCE. 

Its  Serial  Stories  are  superb,  and  are  written  liy  G.  A.  Henty,  George  Mauville  Fenu,  S.  Baring  Gould,  Ascott  R.  Hope,  and  others. 
Short  Stories  by  Henry  M.  Stanley,  Robert  Overton,  Charles  Edwardes,  F.  M.  Holmes,  Scarlett  Potter,  &c. 

PAPERS  ON  ATHLETIC  SPORTS,  INDOOR  RECREATIONS,!  BOYS’  HOBBIES,  PEIS,  &c.  THRILLING  ADVENTURES. 

SFLEiTIDZID  ZLIL.TJSTZ?yA.TIOIsrS. 


GRATIS,  POST  FREE,  UPON  APPLICATION, 


SAMPSON  LOW’S  ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE  OF  GIFT  BOOKS  FOR  YOUNG  PEOPLE 

Contains  PORTRAITS  of  CELEBRATED  AUTHORS  of  Popular  Books  for  Boys  and  Girls,  amongst  which  are — 

W.  H.  G.  KINGSTON,  Col.  Sir  W.  F.  BUTLER,  K.C.B.,  H.  M.  STANLEY,  HARRIET  BEECHER  STOWE. 

TALBOT  BAINES  REED,  G.  A.  HENTY,  LOUISA  M.  ALCOTT,  JULES  VERNE. 

Besides  numerous  other  Illustrations  taken  from  the  hooks  themselves. 


SAiMPSON  LOW,  ArAESTON  & COAIPANY,  Limited,  St.  Dimstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 
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13ACK-ENI)  SALMON  ANGLING. 

THE  RIVER  NORTH  ESK. 


BEATS,  SALMON  CASTS,  AND  FLIES. 


By  W.  Murdoch. 

No  river  in  the  XTnited  Kingdom  that  is  not  of 
as  great  length,  width,  and  average  volume  can 
compare,  or  anything  like  compare,  "with  the 
River  North  Esk  of  Forfar  and  Kincardine-shires 
for  yield  of  Salmonidco  to  the  nets  during  the 
season,  or — from  the  lower  ten  or  twelve  miles  of 
water — of  heavy-weight  salmon  and  other  fine 
fish  during  the  sis  weeks  or  thereby  of  the  back- 
end. Yet,  these  facts,  in  themselves  remarkable, 
are  rendered  all  the  more  remarkable  in  that  this 
river  and  fishery  is,  perhaps,  the  most  cruelly- 
used  in  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  Scotland. 
Netted  to  death,  by  day,  by  night,  and  at  all 
times,  everywhere  in  sea  and  river  where  netting 
is  possible,  and  having  on  its  lower  reaches  five 
or  six  monstrous  dyke  obstructions  that  wholly 
preclude  the  escape  of  a single  fish  larger  than  a 
minnow  to  the  upper  waters  for  as  long  as 
about  seven  months  in  tho  year,  or  actually  the 
whole  term  of  the  salmon  season,  the  North  Esk 
is  in  the  first  ]ilace  a monument  , of  the  utter 
rottenness  of  present-day  salmon  fishery  legisla- 
tion, and  in  the  second,  of  astonishing  self-pos- 
sessed recuperative  capabilities.  Safe,  indeed,  it 
is  to  say  that,  but  for  its  splendid  range  o 
spawning  waters,  and  the  immense  strength  ot 
its  autumn  migration  of  salmon,  this  fishery 
racked  as  it  is  to  an  unlimited  e.xtent  by  netting, 


and  so  fearfully  blocked  as  it  is  by  dykes  the 
most  impassable,  each  of  which  in  its  own  indi- 
vidual characier  is  a complete  trap  for  the  fish  in 
low  water — would  become  in  a few  years  of  little 
use  at  all  for  salmon  angling  at  any  time,  and 
also  unremunerative  to,  hence  not  worth  having 
by,  the  netters,  who  would  catch  practically  no  fish 
in  the  river  itself,  and  in  the  sea  district  would 
have  to  depend  almost  entirely  for  their  catch  on 
the  fish  of  other  rivers  hugging  the  land  while 
moving  along  in  search  of  their  native  waters. 

The  riparian  owners  and  proprietors  of  fishings 
along  the  run  of  the  North  Esk  are:  Earl  of 
Dalhousie  ; Earl  of  Kintore;  Right  Hon.  Viscount 
Arbuthnott;  Col.  Meinroy,  of  the  Burn;  Dr. 
.lames  A.  Campbell,  M.P.,  of  Stracathro ; Mr 
David  Ly.all,  of  Gallery,  Pert,  and  Glendewan ; 
Mr.  George  Taylor,  of  Kirktonhill ; Mr.  Low,  of 
Balmakewan ; Rev.  John  More  Gordon,  of 
Charleton  and  Kinnaher  ; Miss  Oarnegy,  of 
Craigo  and  Kinnairdy  ; and  Miss  M.  T.  Robert- 
son, of  Dalladies.  The  Earl  of  Dalhousie  is  the 
sole  proprietor  of  the  upper  reaches,  from  the 
Burn  Estate  along  the  extent  of  Glenesk,  or  of 
fully  more  than  half  the  length  of  the  whole 
river.  But  here  he  has  no  angling  of  any 
account  for  salmon  or  grilse,  as,  owing  to  the 
dykes  and  netting  already  mentioned,  the  spring 
and  summer  fish  cannot  get  forward  to  aftord 
sport  to  anglers  on  the  numerous  fine  pools, 
broken  water,  and  rattling,  rushing,  sparkling 
streams,  in  this  twelve  or  tourteen  miles  stretch 
of  Highland  stream,  itself  eye-delighting  to  the 
angler,  as  it  threads  through  the  birches,  and, 
having  scenery  on  all  hands,  pleasingly  varied 
beautiful,  romantic,  and  grand. 

The  netting— the  desperate  netting— ot  the 
North  Esk  terminates  for  the  year  on  Aug.  31, 
and  following  on  the  first  big  spate  there- 
after the  run  of  autumn  fish  commences  in 
real  earnest.  Sometimes  it  is  the  last  week 
of  September  before  any  sport  to  speak  of  is 
got  on  the  reaches  farther  “ up  ” than  lour 
or  five  miles  from  the  sea.  With  Lhe  wind  right 
for  encouraging  ascent,  fish  will  work  up  for  a 
certain  distance  in  even  a low  state  of  the  river, 
but  once  they  get  to  the  dykes  aforementioned 
they— except  the  smaller  and  lighter  swimming 
of  them,  such  as  grilse  and  sea-trout  are  com- 
pletely held  in  check.  Even  a small  spate  allows 
none  but  the  little ‘fish  to  get  past  the  obstructions 
that  is  to  say,  if  it  happens  to  be  the  first  spate 
of  the  season  after  the  netting  ends.  Once  the 
fish  are  forward  to  the  dykes  waiting  for  a iiso 
of  water  to  enable  them  to  make  the  clearing 
dash,  even  but  such  a trilling  rise  as  half  a foot 
will  give  them  the  facility  for  pushing  onward, 
but,  in  consecjiience  of  tho  river  being  fast  to  run 
out  the  fish  that  leave  the  sea  with  such  a trifling 
freshet  as  that  of  a foot  or  less,  are  not  able  to 
cret  forward  to  the  dykes  until  the  water  has 
become  too  low  to  let  them  get  over,  and  move 
away  farther  inland.  It  is  owing,  then,  to  the 
dvkes,  and  to  the  river’s  tendency  to  quickly  ruu 
out,  that  but  few  of  the  big  fish  get  forward  to 
the  (autumn)  upper  angling  waters  until  late 
over  as  the  end  ot  [September  or  the  beginning  ot 
October.  Being,  therefore,  so  long  to  get  for- 
ward, they  tarry  for  weeks  on  end  in  the  wood- 
overshadowed  waters  of  the  wild,  rocky  gorges 
of  the  Burn  and  the  Gannochy,  where  occurs  a 
most  romantic  waterfall,  beyond  which  hut  tew 
ascend  until  after  the  close  of  , the  rod  season. 
This  fall,  called  “The  Loup.=,”  is  between  the 
famous  “Rocks  of  Solitude”  and  the  equally 
famous  “ Glannochy  Brig,”  both  within  range  ot 
the  magnificent,  albeit  awe-inspiring,  red  sand- 
stone gorge  which  the  river  in  the  course  ot  the 
ages  has  cut  for  its  channel  down  all  the  distance 
of  several  miles,  or  right  through  from  end  to 
end  of  the  now  lovely  woods  ot  the  Burn  and  the 

In  the^leven  and  a half  miles  of  river  between 
“The  Loiips”  and  the  sea.  to  which  the  only 
salmon  angling  of  the  North  Esk,  that  ot  the 
back-end,  is  practically  conhned,  the  salraoii 
angling  beats  as  they  follow  one  another  accord- 
ing to  and  with  the  run  of  the  river  are  :-! he 
B^rn  Water,  Dalhousie  Water  (Gannochy  and 
Edzell),  Dalladies  Water,  Stracathro  Water, 
Inglisnialdie  Water,  Pert  Water,  Balmakewan 
Water,  Gallery  Water,  the  Hatton  ater,  Kirk- 
tonhill  Water,  Lower  Gallery  Water,  Kintoi’e  or 
Canterland  Water,  Craigo  Water,  ^lorpliie 
Water,  Charleton  and  Kinnaher  Water, 


The  Burn  Water  (Colonel  Mclnroy)  fishing  is 
wholly  from  the  left  or  north  bank,  over  about 
thiee’miles  of  the  river,  containing  the  following 
casts,  commencing  with  the  top  one : Loups 

Brig,  Gully,  Major,  Sand  Bed,  Darn-ford,  Little 
Gannochy,  Gannochy  Brig,  Big  Gannochy, 
Cobble,  Green  Bank,  Gollochy,  Gu-beg,  Craig 

Chalmers,  and  Chapelton. 

(ianvoch'ii  and  Bdzell  Waters  (Lord  Dalhoiisie) 
contain,  in  addition  to  the  casts  fished  from  lhe 
Burn  side,  five  others;  to  wit,  Lynn-Martin  and 
Dead  Water,  Sneck,  Bulwark,  Lang  Stream,  and 
Arn  Pool.  The  Burn  and  Dalhousie  stretches 
are  ideal  sporting  lengths  of  water,  full  of  dash- 
ing streams  and  capacious  pools,  hut  they  are 
most  difficult  to  negotiate  to  the  best  advantage 
on  account  of  the  precarious  footing  m some 
parts,  and  of  tlie  overhanging  trees  and  scrub 
growing  out  of  the  fissures  of  the  great  high 
walls  • of  red  sandstone  close  behind.  In  tlmir 
order  of  merit  few  of  the  best  casts  are  : 
Gannochy,  Lynn- .Martin,  Cobble,  Sand  Bed,  and 
Craig  Chalmers. 

Dalladies  Water  (Miss  M.  T.  Rohertsoii)  is 
rented  by  Mr.  Keith  Knowles,  of  the  Panmure 
Arms  Hotel,  Edzell.  This  water  is  fished  from 
the  left  bank  only.  There  is  little  difficulty  lu 
managing  any  of  the  oasts  well  and  successfully , 
only  in  order  to  accomplish  this  it  is  sometimes 

necessary  to  wade  a bit.  As  this  fishery  is  open 
to  anglers  who  go  to  the  hotel,  and  as  those  for 
the  most  part  are  strangers,  I would  caution  them 
to  exercise  great  care  when  wading  the  Lynn- 
Martin  and  Bneck  casts  in  certain  heights  of  the 
water.  The  casts  and  occasional  casts  in  order  as 
they  occur  going  down  river  are  : Neck  of  Lynn- 
Martin,  Lynn-Martin,  Dead  Water,  ilie  bneck, 
and,  above  the  Sneck  for  a dozen  yards,  Mill 
Rush,  Lang  Stream,  Top  ot  Am,  and  Arn  Pool. 
There  is  about  twenty  minutes  of  a walk  from 
the  hotel  to  the  water.  In  a good  back-end— 

which  means  when  the  river  is  in  right  ply  \ ery 
frequently— (luite  a large  number  of  fine  salmon 
are  taken  out  of  this  fishery.  Fly-fisher, s manage 
their  kills,  but  dexterous  spinners  their  wore  kills. 

Stracathro  Water  (Dr.  J.  A.  Oampbe  1,  M.i .) 
contains  the  Junction  Pool,  Rocky  -foG,  Gruick 
Stream,  and  Stracathro  Dam.  From  both  oanks 
the  fishing  is  Dr.  Cam])helTs,  and  the  two  best 
casts  are  the  Junction  Pool  and  Stracathro  Dam. 

IngUsmaldie  Water  (Lord  Kintore)  is  the  lett 
bank  fishing  for  one  and  a halt  miles,  or  ot’Sf  the 
following  pools  : Little  Hole,  Boat  I opl,  Niusery 
Pool  Bridge  Pool,  Smiddy  I’ool,  and  Mil!  Steam. 
Mr.  David  Lyall’s  Bert  Water  fishing  is  from  the 
opposite  or  south  bank  all  the  way,  and  extends 
to  a quarter  of  a mile  more,  in  which  is  tho  Glen 

Ewan  Pool.  , i 

Balmalcewan  Water  (Mr.  Lows  fishery)  is  hut 
a (juarter  mile  iu  length,  left  bank,  aii<i  contains 
but  one  pool — Glen  Ewan.  , „ , ■ 

Gallery  1 Paler  ( Mr.  Lvall’s)  carries  the  fislnng 
rights  from  either  bank,  whereon  it  extends  f Cl- 
one mile.  It  is  a capital  bit  of  fishery,  and  is 
fished  by  Mr.  Lyall  himself,  who  is  a right  keen 
and  successful  hand.  The  casts  on  Gallery  • 
Stobb,  Arn  Bush,  Laird’s  Pool,  Lang  I lat,  and 

the  Neuk.  < i i* , 

The  Hatton  Water  (\iscount  Arbuthnott i, 
KirldonUll  Water  (Mr.  George  Taylor),  and  Lower 
Gallery  (Mr.  David  Lyall ),  form  a comi>act  fishery, 
which  is  rented  by  IMr.  Edward  Drummond,  who 
has  the  fishing  rights  from  both  hanks  lor  about 
a mile.  The  casts  are:  The  Hatteii  1 ool-  a 
famous  “hold”  for  fish,  the  Broad  Wate,r,  Kirk- 
tonlrill  Stream,  Lower  Gallery  Pool,  and  Craigo 
Dam.  Mr.  Drummond,  as  a non-jn’otessional  lly- 
fisher,  is  unexcelled  on  the  North  Esk,  and  there 
is  interest  attaching  to  this,  inasmuch  as  tho 
Hatton  Water  which  he  leases  from  \ iscount 
Arbuthnott,  used  to  he  fished  by  tho  late  Lord 
Arbuthnott,  who  in  his  day  was  unexcelled,  it 
indeed,  eipialled,  as  a salmon  fisher  with  the  lly- 
rod.  The  two  heats  to  come  next  are  the  best  on 
the  whole  river,  and  every  year  they  yield  to  the 
rods  an  immense  head  of  fish  in  the  back-end. 

Tire  Kintore  Water  and  TkeCraiyo  M ater  form 
one  fishery,  which  Mr.  Corrie  rents  Irom  the  Earl 
of  Kintore  and  Miss  Carnegy.  No  one  is  keener 
on  the  fishing  than  Mr.  Gome,  who  Inmselt 
always  runs  up  a big  back-end  score,  obtained  by 
skill  and  sheer  hard  peggmg-m  combined.  l’''?nr 
the  left  hank,  or  I iord  Kintorc’s  side,  his  fashing 
extends  to  one  and  bait  miles,  and  from  the  righi. 
or  Craigo  bank,  to  almost  two  miles.  By  going 
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down  stream  the  casts  are  reached  in  the  follow- 
ing order:  Craigo  Dam  (one  side).  Goil  Hole, 
Kinnairdy,  Peter’s  Stream,  Howe’s  Stream,  the 
Pantry,  Logic  Pool,  Tipper  Willie,  the  Gauge. 
'I’he  best  fly  casts  are  the  I’antry  and  Kinnairdy 
Stream--the  former  the  second  best  on  the  North 
disk. 

The.  Moipliie  WaJer.  rented  by  Sir  John 
Gladstone,  Hart.,  contains,  in  its  extent  of  two 
miles  north  side  and  of  one  and  a half  miles 
south  side,  the  following  casts:  Tipper  Willie, 
and  the  Gauge  (fished  from  left  bank  only), 
Morphie  Dyke  Pool,  Bailie  Middleton,  Hroad 
Rack,  I*ondage  Pool,  Whinny  Haugh,  Allan’s 
Stream,  Bridge  Pool,  North  Arch,  and  Donald's 
Hole.  Morphie  Dyke  Pool  and  the  Pondage 
Pool  are  the  best  yielding  of  the  lot,  and  tlie 
former,  by  common  consent,  is  acknov^’ledged  to 
be  easily  the  first  on  the  whole  river.  Sir  John 
goes  at  the  fishing  hard,  and,  when  everything  is 
.suiting  perfectly,  he  pulls  them  out  of  this  pool 
in  splendid  style.  With  this  grand  catch  just 
right  either  for  fly,  or  minnow,  or])rawn,  no  good 
angler,  in  fishing  down  its  entire  length,  “could 
help  himself  takinsr,”  as  a Scotsman  would  say, 
at  least  five  or  six  fish  out  of  it  at  one  go-over. 

Many  patterns  of  salmon  flies  are  used  on  the 
North  Esk.  Some  of  the  best  killers  are  known 
all  over  the  kingdom,  whilst  others  of  <|uitc  as 
nailing  renown  are  purely  local.  I’erliaps  the 
jtatterns  most  generally  used,  are:  Silver  Doctor, 
Jock  Scott,  Thunder  and  Lightning,  Silver  G'rey, 
Dusty  Miller,  Dnnkeld,  Member,  (Jarnegie,  Dal- 
housie.  Red  Rover,  Chalmers,  and  Campbell. 


FISHING  : FROM  THE  POINT  OF 
VIEW  OF  AN  OUTSIDEK. 


The  pastime  of  angling  has  always  appeared  to 
me  to  bo  a dubious  one,  involving  much  labour 
with  but  little  result.  I am  unable  to  comprehend 
the  frenzied  delight  which  the  true  angler  takes 
in  his  sport,  and  the  hard  study  that  he  gives  to 
it.  He  knows  every  habit  of  the  fish,  eithei-  in 
river  or  in  loch.  He  knows  wdiat  kind  of  Hies 
they  eat,  in  what  kind  of  weather;  when  they  are 
sulking,and whennot;  whentheyare  “rising,” and 
when  lying  low.  Day  by  day  he  sallies  forth  with 
a hope  that  is  ever  young,  provided  with  a large 
slock  of  angling  necessaries,  among  which  I 
reckon  patience  as  the  most  needful  of  all.  To  bo 
sure  I speak  as  an  outsider,  a spectator  of  the 
game,  being  merely  the  wife  of  the  angler,  not  the 
angler  himself.  Fish  are  to  me  uninteresting  in 
t.lieir  native  haunts,  the  methods  of  luring  them 
from  thence  have  no  ebartns.  T am  a judge  of 
them  from  the  moment  of  their  appearance  on 
the  fishmonger’s  stall.  I know  the  price  of  trout 
a pound,  and  when  salmon  ai  e in  season — in  Bond- 
street.  But  beyond  that,  both  information  and 
interest  fail.  However,  on  the  principle  of 
“ Whither  thou  goest  I will  go,”  imbibed  with  my 
marriage  vows,  I accompany  my  husband  on 
tliese  expeditions,  trusting  that  the  fun  which  is 
so  plain  to  him  may  some  day  become  apparent 
to  me  also.  C)ur  yearly  holiday  divides  itself  into 
two  portions  ; the  week  in  the  spring,  when  we 
depart  to  Scotland  to  fish,  and  the  month  in  the 
autumn,  when  our  destination  and  our  purpose 
are  the  same.  Short  skirt,  Tam  o’  Shanter,  and 
much  contemplation  in  the  rain  is  then  the  order 
of  my  day.  As  a rule  we  stay  in  hotels  ; once  we 
attempted  rooms  in  a farmhouse,  which  experi- 
ment shall  never  be  tried  again.  The  hotels  in 
Scotland  make  up  for  what  they  lack  in  comfort 
by  kind  consideration  in  the  way  of  expenses, 
which  are  unreasonably  heavy.  For  sour  bread, 
doubtful  eggs,  and  certain  herrings, the  sum  of  two 
shillings  and  sixpence  a head  is  charged,  and  so  on 
througli  the  day.  while  you  cannot  look  at  a worn- 
out  horse  and  shandydran  under  six  shillings; 
.and  a boat  to  convey  one  to  the  desired  haven  is 
dearer  in  proportion.  These  items  and  others  all 
mount  up  in  a strange  fashion,  but  the  superior 
economy  of  the  farmhouse  does  not  compensate 
for  the  p:dl  that  folds  down  upon  one’s  spirits 
during  one’s  so]ourn  there.  We  arrived  at  our 
destination,  this  August,  in  the  twilight  hour, 
which  is  to  me  the  saddest  in  the  day.  The 
Western  Highlands,  though  beautiful,  ])ossess  a 
rainy  climate,  and  of  course  it  was  raining  at 
that  moment.  Mists  shrouded  the  hills.  The 
house  itself  was  old,  that  is  to  say  it  possessed 
all  the  disadvantages  of  :ige,  with  none  of  the 


picturesquene.=s.  It  was  grey  and  damp,  with  a 
slate  roof,  a zinc  porch,  and  no  creepers.  Some 
Irish  3 ews,  most  melancholy  of  trees,  grew  about, 
and  a cypress  was  dotted  in  by  way  of  raising 
])eople’s  spirits.  I felt  that  the  gay  little  dinner, 
necessary  to  me  in  my  then  state  of  mind,  would 
not  be  forthcoming  from  this  mansion.  It  looked 
as  if  its  inhabitants  never  ate,  never  did  anything 
but  weeji  and  see  ghosts,  and  plant  Irish  yews  for 
e\  ery  ghost  they  saw. 

“ 1 want,”  I remarked  as  I descended  from  the 
crazy  waggonette,  “ I want  a dinner  at  the  Savoy, 
with  ices,  then  the  theatre,  a little  supper,  a stroll 
through  the  streets  with  you,  then  home,  that’s 
what  T wmnt  at  this  moment.” 

“Think,”  my  husband  replied  encouragingly, 
seeing  that  I was  mournful,  “think  of  the  salmon 
that  we  may  perhaps  catch  to-morrow.”  Where- 
upon I pulled  at  the  ramshackle  bell.  The  door 
was  opened  by  a sickly  servant  girl,  yellow  and 
wan.  She  nearly  fainted  at  the  sight  of  my 
innocent  countenance. 

“We — we  didn’t  expect  a lady,”  she  said.  I 
had  put  on  niy  best  smile  to  explain,  but  at  this 
my  heart  failed  me.  Well  do  I know  the  way  of 
men.  That  husband  of  mine  had  forgotten  to 
mention  in  his  letter  engaging  rooms  that  he  was 
bringing  his  wife.  This  is  what  it  is  to  have  to 
do  with  the  young  and  inexperienced.  A heavy 
ti’amp,  and  an  old  matron,  of  for-bidding  aspect, 
appeared  upon  the  field. 

“What  is  this  .l'  ” she  demanded,  eying  me 
with  disfavour.  My  husband  was  paying  the 
driver,  so  I rushed  to  the  combat  alone.  Second 
explanation,  in  which  “rooms,”  “ fi  h”  figured 
faintly. 

“ We  expected  a gentleman,  but  had  no  idea 
he  would  bring  a — that  he  would  bring  a — lady,” 
said  the  Gorgon,  bridling  and  bristling.  I felt 
like  retreating  ; what  did  she  take  me  for  .P  The 
waggonette  had  di’iven  off ; should  I have  to 
sleep  under  the  Irish  yew's?  With  my  husband’s 
intervention  I at  last  gained  admittance.  A dark 
hall,  then  a darker  sitting-room,  received  my 
humiliated  form,  and  I heard  the  Gorgon  inform- 
ing our  gillie  that  “she  had  not  expected,  she 
really  had  not  expected  a 

Dinner,  of  course,  was  not  to  be  thought  of 
under  these  circumstances.  Indeed,  in  these 
wilds  I daresay  it  i.s  always  a thing  “ hoped  for-, 
never  seen.”  We  supped  off'  tea  aird  eggs,  a 
mixture  I detest.  In  this  life  how  different  from 
our  desires  is  the  fulfilment  thereof.  My  dinner 
at  the  Savoy  and  the  jrresent  reflection  was  an 
example  of  this  truth.  The  room  was  sad.  Thei-e 
was  some  china  in  a battered  cabinet,  some  photo- 
graphs of  hideous  people  (the  Goi-gon  first  and 
foremost)  in  plush  frames,  and  a silhouette  of  an 
old  gentleman  with  a stick,  done  about  the  time 
of  the  battle  of  Waterloo.  A wheezy  harpsichord 
was  being  played  in  the  next  room ; Moody  and 
Sankey’s  hymns  was  the  theme  chosen.  Maybe 
someone  was  endeavouring  to  rescue  me  from  the 
lost.  The  stairs  w-ere  black  with  age,  feebly  lit, 
and  a tall  clock,  its  strike  also  hoai-je  with  age, 
stood  on  the  landing.  A selection  of  starving 
dogs  lay  about,  little  left  of  them  but  bones  and 
bark.  They  greeted  us  as  inhospitably  as  their 
mistress  had.  Our  bedroom  was  one  of  those 
vast  apartments  common  in  old  houses,  wherein 
generations  of  people  have  lived  and  died — par- 
ticularly died.  One  candle  and  a iiightbght 
failed  to  illuminate  it.  The  bed  looked  like  the 
Duke  of  Wellington’s  funeral  car  ; a feather  bed. 
Oh,  horrors  ! there  was  a cupboard  that  would 
not  open.  What  could  be  inside P Ghost,  goblin, 
or  merely  clothes  P If  the  former,  would  they 
come  out  in  the  night  and  gibber  at  me  over  the 
fcot  of  the  bed  P The  wind  howled  and  the  rain 
beat  against  the  pane.  There  was  a smell  of 
mustiness  and  aged  feathers  over  everything,  and 
an  unexplained  scrambling  in  the  roof  that  might 
have  lieen  birds  and  equally  might  have  oeen  rats 
— animals  of  which  I stand  in  dread.  The  inmates 
of  the  farm  left  us  severely  alone.  That  we  were 
allowed  to  remain  at  all  appeared  to  be  much. 
The  Gorgon  still  had  her  doubts  of  me,  and 
thought  us  a most  suspicuous  pair.  'I’lds  I could 
tell  her;  the  bed  in  that  room  may  have  been  in 
the  ark  with  Noah,  but,  however  desirable  as  an 
antiquity,  it  was  far  from  being  so  as  a sleeping 
place,  and,  moreover,  was  so  badly  made  up  that 
our  four  feet  stuck  out  beyond  the  clothes  at  the 
end  of  the  bed  all  night,  exposed  to  the  winds  of 
heaven.  I sircut  a good  portion  of  the  time 


in  endeavouring  to  cover  them  up,  and  by 
morning  was  a wreck,  in  no  mood  for  porridge 
and  eggs,  our  fare  at  breakfast. 

“Look  here,”  I said  to  my  husband,  “I  shall 
have  a chicken  to-night  for  dinner,  if  I die  for 
it ! ” 

“ Probably  the  chicken  will  be  the  one  to  die,” 
he  replied  ; “ moreover,  there  may  be  a salmon.” 

“ There  may  also  be  the  millennium,”  I thought, 
with  my  experience  of  the  ways  of  salmon,  and  I 
ordered  the  chicken.  By  that  time  the  (lorgon 
had  made  up  hei-  mind  that  I was  married,  though 
not  to  my  husband.  I had  come  off  with  some- 
one else’s  man,  choosing  her  bower  of  bliss  above 
all  others  to  reside  in  for  a delectable  season. 
Her  frown  was  terrible  as  she  encountered  me  in 
the  p;xssase.  However,  I had  her  starved  dogs  in 
and  fed  them,  then  feeling  that  I had  not  lived  in 
vain. 

“ We  don’t  stay  in  this  hole  beyond  to-morrow,” 
announced  my  lord  and  master,  for  whom  the 
feather  bed  and  the  Gorgon  had  proved  too  much, 
and  with  this  comfort  to  warm  the  cockles  of  my 
heart,  I waded  through  the  banks  and  braes  till 
the  water’s  edge  was  reached,  and  the  business  of 
the  day  began.  No  mention  is  made  of  the  bulls 
that  pursued  me  on  the  route,  because  that  sub- 
ject is  too  painful  to  dwell  upon.  Ensconced  on 
a stone  in  the  rain,  I spent  the  day  reading  and 
watching  the  hopeless  efforts  of  the  beloved 
angler.  Once  or  twice  I have  been  persuaded  to 
throw  a trout  line  myself;  but,  after  disen- 
tangling the  few  billion  knots  in  the  said  line 
which  this  proceeding  entailed,  and  my  fly  getting 
caught  amongst  I’ocks  in  the  midst  of  a rushing 
stream,  I have  decided  once  and  for  all  that  the 
game  was  not  worth  the  candle.  “ To  teach  a leddy 
fly  fishing,”  according  to  the  gillie,  “ is  a thing  no 
to  be  desired.”  This  was  d propos  of  my  per- 
formances, and  I daresay  he  had  reason  for  his 
remark.  Perhaps  in  the  golden  age  when  thirteen 
salmon  or  more  a day  fell  a prey  to  a single  rod, 
or  where  the  angler  obtained  even  three,  the 
sport  may  have  been  worth  the  trouble  it  entailed, 
but  now  those  days  are  over.  From  the  duke  in 
his  castle  to  the  humble  angler  with  his  mile  or 
so  of  river,  the  cry  is  still  the  .same:  “The  fish 
will  nob  take;  there  are  plenty  of  them,  but  they 
will  not  bite.” 

Fish  know  everything  to  my  belief.  They  see 
the  fisherman,  the  rod,  the  line,  and  the  gut ; 
they  see  the  gillie  with  his  pipe,  and  all  the 
surroundings.  They  now  and  then  bounce  over 
the  fly  to  show  that  they  are  alive  and  hearty  and 
could  bite,  were  they  fools  instead  of  well-edu- 
cated salmon,  whereas  now  we  are  the  fools  who 
try  to  tempb  our  betters  with  gaudy  flies  that 
never  lived  in  nature.  The  day  ends  always  with 
the  same  result — no  fish.  Why,  then,  do  we  hope 
on  ? Why  do  we  forego  the  sure  delights  of  home 
and  seek  our  fortune  in  a hovel,  searching  for  what 
is  never  found  ? Perhaps  the  fisherman  could  tell 
us.  His  patient  answer  is:  “ Perhaps  some  day 
we  may  succeed.  The  fish  may  take  ; there  will 
be  better  luck  to-morrow.”  And  it  is  not  only  so 
with  him.  This  is  the  rule  of  life— the  blessed 
law.  Eternal  hope  helps  us  through  the  dark 
aud  winding  valleys,  always  in  pursuit  of  the  gold 
at  the  rainbow’s  end.  N.  C.  Leigh. 

[We  can  only  say  that  N.  C.  Leigh’s  experiences 
have  been  very  different  to  our  own.  A visit  to 
Scotland  has  always  been  synonymous  with  good 
living,  good  fishing,  and  real  enjoyment. — Ed.] 


Me.ssrs.  Sawpson  Low,  Makston,  and  Co.,  have 
in  preparation  “ Chinese  Central  Asia;  a Ride  to 
Little  Tibet,”  by  Dr.  Henry  Landsdell.  The  two 
volumes  -ivill  record  part  of  a journey  of  50,000 
miles  to  five  of  the  kingdoms  of  Europe,  four  of 
Africa,  and  most  of  the  kingdoms  of  Asia.  The 
author  rode  on  horses  and  yaks,  at  heights  some- 
times of  18,000  feet,  from  Lake  Balkash,  through 
K-ashgar,  to  Little  Tibet,  thus  crossing  the  entire 
mountain  systems  of  Central  Asia. 

The  Princess  of  Wales  and  her  daughters  are 
expected  on  Deeside  this  week,  when  they  will,  as 
last  year,  spend  most  of  their  outdoor  time 
angling  the  deep-set  pools  of  Mar  Lodge  Water. 
Last  year  they  had  a very  successful  season. 
The  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Duke  of  York  have 
been  grouse  driving  and  deer  stalking  with  Sir 
Algernon  Borthwick,  kl  R,  who  is  occupying 
Birkhall  this  season,  the  gd't  of  H“r  Majesty  for 
the  nonce. 
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Evf.uyone  may  not,  know,  but  everyone  ought 
to  know,  that  the  Don  in  Aberdeenshire,  which 
is  naturally  one  of  the  best  salmon  rivers  in 
Scotland,  is  probably  one  of  the  worst  dyke-beset, 
obstructed,  and  polluted  in  the  whole  kingdom. 
A friend,  who  owns  a grand  fishery  on  it — miles 
of  famous  trouting  water — writes  me  that  he  may 
nowadays  flog  the  whole  year  and  not  get  a 
single  salmon.  He  remarks,  that  he  believes 
that  it  has  come  to  this,  that  nothing  short  of  a 
memorial,  by  all  the  rod-fishing  proprietors  of 
the  Don,  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale  for  Scotland, 
will  have  the  effect  of  making  the  Scotch  Fishery 
Board  budge  one  inch  in  the  way  of  setting 
matters  to  rights.  The  local  board  simply  sits  ; 
it  is  no  use  for,  and  does  not  “ take  up  its  head,” 
reforming  matters.  

In  different  parts  of  Scotland  the  angling  for 
sea-trout,  although  not  consistently  steady,  has 
yet  done  remarkably  well  ofl'  and  on  since  the 
beginning  of  the  present  month. 


Forsinaki)  Hotel  anglers  had  some  salmon  and 
grilse,  and  a few  fine  baskets  of  capital-sized 
trout  last  week.  

Of  late,  on  several  of  the  Mull  lochs,  sport  with 
sea-trout  of  good  weights  has  proved  pretty  satis- 
factory to  the  bulk  of  the  anglers  up  from  the 
south  for  the  sea-trouting. 

^ The  angling  for  the  migratory  Salmonklm  on 
the  streams  and  lochs  fished  from  the  hotels  of 
Scourie  and  Ehiconach,  in  ,Sutherlandshire,  has, 
so  far  as  this  autumn  has  gone,  been  a decided 
success  as  compared  with  that  obtained  in  any 
autumn  of  recent  years. 


Lots  of  sea-trout,  chiefly  of  small  size,  have 
this  month  been  got  by  anglers  Ashing  on  the 
lochs  of  Harris.  

Sport  has  kept  up  wonderfully  on  the  Kyle  of 
Tongue  this  year,  and  when  weather  and  tides 
both  suit,  creditable  takes  of  flne  flsh  are  still 
being  got.  The  Kinloch  river,  which  runs  into 
the  head  of  the  Kyle,  has  latterly  been  in  good 
ply,  and  yielding  nice  sport  with  salmon  and 
grilse.  

Several  capital  baskets  of  trout  were  got  on 
the  Loch  of  Stenness,  Orkney,  last  week,  and 
early  in  the  present  week.  The  average  weight 
of  the  trout  making  up  the  best  takes  was  juat 
a trifle  under  2|lb.,  and  there  were  several 
rattling  big  ones  amongst  them,  among  others  a 
topper  of  101b.  weight. 

The  rivers  of  the  east  coast  of  Scotland,  south 
of  the  Deveron,  have  nearly  all  suffered  greatly 
in  their  angling,  on  account  of  the  great  drought 
which  has  prevailed  during  the  last  few  weeks. 
From  Peterhead,  to  Berwick-on-Tweed,  there  is 
not  one  river  that  has  given  salmon  angling  of 
any  account  this  autumn  as  yet.  While  farmers 
are  in  gay  feather,  having  now  cleared  all  the 
fields  of  stocks,  and  got  in  their  corn  crop  in 
splendid  heart,  anglers  on  the  other  hand  are 
quite  in  the  doldrums.  Tnere  is  virtually  no 
sport  for  them,  nor  will  there  be  any,  at  all  up  to 
the  mark  for  the  season,  until  after  there  is  a des- 
perate plash  of  rain.  The  Spey  and  the  Deveronare 
the  only  two  east  coast  rivers  that  have  been  fairly 
well  off  on  the  whole,  in  respect  of  angling 
volume  of  water,  since  the  netting  season  ended. 
Consequently,  for  their  respective  reputations, 
they  stand  best  as  yet  in  the  matter  of  sport 
afforded.  Finnock  fishing  has  been  wretchedly 
poor,  owing  to  the  terrible  lowness  and  clearness 
of  the  water,  and.  save  at  night,  fpiill  flies  on 
hooks  as  small  as  Nos.  12  and  13,  have  proved,  in 
most  quarters,  the  best  killing  lures  except  in 
■ the  dark — either  before  the  income  cf  daylight, 
or  after  its  departure,  when  dandies  and  creepers 
have  perhaps  done  better  than  large  flies. 

There  cannot  be  the  shadow  of  a doubt  that 
our  salmon  rivers,  taking  them  all  round,  are 
falling  off  in  productiveness.  We  know  it,  and 


we  speak  strongly  about  it,  but  yet  we  do  not 
take  any  ])ractical  action.  Nay,  we  simply  go 
fooling  around,  the  laughing  stock  of  the  netsmen. 
Come,  this  will  not  do  any  longer.  The  time  has 
arrived  — long  since  has  arrived — for  united, 
determined,  thorough,  and  country-wide  action 
being  taken  by  anglers  with  regard  to  the  salmon 
fisheries  of  Scotland. 


A WRITER  in  the  Scotsman  says : “The  ‘ eel-fare,’ 
or  ascent  of  elvers  is  an  extraordinary  sight. 
The  stream  of  little  fishes  is  perfectly  continuous, 
not  always  spread  indiscriminately  across  the 
breadth  of  the  river,  but  confined  to  a certain 
part  of  it.  Here,  like  an  unending  serpent,  a 
dark,  undulating  mass  moves  steadily  onwards, 
unaffected  even  by  the  great  pieces  which  are 
gouged  out  by  net  and  bag.  This  stream  may 
continue  for  two  or  three  days.  The  old  eels 
in  moving  down  stream  prefer  dark  nights  when 
the'river  is  in  flood.  They  are  prevented  running 
by  bright  moonlight,  thunder,  or  the  display  of 
torches.  The  young  eels,  on  the  other  hand,  are 
quite  regardless  of  any  terrors  of  this  kind,  and, 
as  a matter  of  fact,  are  usually  caught  at  night 
by  means  of  large  canvas  bags  attached  to  hoops 
on  sticks,  to  which  lanterns  are  fastened.  The 
young  eels  are  prepared  for  use  by  being  thrown 
into  a tub  of  salt  to  cleanse  them,  then,  being 
boiled,  are  pressed  into  cakes,  which,  when  sliced 
and  fried,  are  considered  to  be  delicious  eating.’’ 


The  largest  salmon  caught  by  the  Solway 
netters  this  year  weighed  491b.,  and  just  before 
the  close  of  the  season  the  average  weight  of  the 
Solway  salmon  had  reached  17Hb. 

As  now  announced,  the  awards  in  respect  of 
British  exhibits  in  the  Fisheries  Section  of  the 
World’s  Fair  are;  Messrs.  Millward  and  Sons, 
fish  hooks  ; the  Baroness  Burdett  Coutts,  model 
of  the  Baltimore  Fishery  School;  Mr.  A.  J. 
M'Lean,  a system  of  isinglass  for  fishing  boats, 
plan  of  salmon  fishery  stations,  and  designs  for 
fishermen’ .s  dwellings ; Mrs.  Letitia  Brocas, 
London,  flies  for  trout  and  salmon  fishing; 
Messrs.  Wm.  Barbour  and  Sons,  salmon  nets; 
Messrs.  Anderson,  London,  anglers’  waterproof 
clothing;  Mr.  William  Turnbull,  case  of  salmon 
flies  ; Messrs.  Wm.  Bartleet  and  Sons,  fish  hooks, 
flie.s,  &c. ; Messrs.  A.  and  J.  R.  Corner,  pickled 
and  cured  fish ; Mr.  A.  J.  M'Lean,  models  of  a 
fish-box,  a refrigerating  railway  van,  and  a 
treatise  on  preserving  ice;  Mr.  James  Buchanan, 
Glasgow,  fish  hooks,  &c. 

The  Dunbeath  water  in  Caithness  afforded 
some  good  sport  last  week,  yielding  one  day  a 
mixed  basket  of  sea-trout  and  brown  trout 
weighing  211b.  This  basket,  reported  as  the 
heaviest  of  the  season,  was  made  up  for  the  most 
part  of  small  sea-trout,  which  were  nearly  all 
taken  from  one  pool  with  the  Zulu. 

Several  fine  specimens  of  the  Salmo  ferox,  of 
weights  from  41b.  to  101b.,  caught  since  the 
beginning  of  last  week,  are  reported  to  me  from 
Loch  Ericht,  Dalwhiunie. 

Last  week’s  free  day  (Thursday)  was  a day  of 
great  doings  on  the  River  Ness  by  the  “ locals,’’ 
who  had  no  fewer  than  sixteen  salmon  and  grilse, 
with  a fair  head  of  sea-trout  in  addition.  The 
rods  turned  out  like  a Highland  brigade,  and 
many  of  them  held  at  it  from  dawn  to  dark.  Mr. 
James  Scott,  Ness  Bank,  who  had  four  nice  fish, 
was  top  scorer,  and  Mr.  Simon  Fraser,  of  the 
Holm  Mills,  with  three,  came  in  a good  second. 
The  water  chanced  to  be  in  nice  fettle,  and  thtre 
had  just  come  forward  a fresh  run  of  fish. 

Reportixo  on  the  North  Esk  and  South  Esk, 
Mr.  David  Murray,  fishing-tackle  maker, 
Brechin,  writes: — “Our  rivers  here  are  almost 
drv.  and  they  actually  are  as  clear  as  crystal,  so 
that  to  give  a resume  of  the  week’s  sport  is  really 
a poser.  Sport  is  entirely  out  of  the  question, 
and  will  be  so  until  after  we  get  a spate.  The 
poachers  are  hinting  that  the  tish  are  gathered 
in  immense  numbers  at  the  mouth  of  the  rivers, 
where  our  vigilant  fishery  boards  will  keep  a 
formidable  staff  of  watchers  to  render  all 
attempts  at  a bit  of  a poach  futile.  Anglers  are 
getting  into  worse  temper  than  ever  with  the 
Clerk  of  the  Weather,  and  are  levelling  many 


uncomplimentary  remarks  at  him.  Looking 
down  on  the  South  Msk  from  Brechin  Bridge 
yesterday  afternoon,  I saw  a great  shoal  of  sea- 
trout  which  had  run  up  during  a small  Mood 
some  weeks  ago,  but  these  lish  will  not  now  look 
at  anything,  in  consequence  of  the  state  that  the 
river  is  now  in.  The  glass  has  been  falling 
slowly,  and  is  still  going  down,  so  1 am  not 
without  hope  of  rain  in  the  near  future.  But 
the  wind  must  get  out  of  its  present  airt  first. 

Johnnie  Sutherland,  of  Durness  writes: — 
“Dr.  Rose,  of  London,  fished  the  sea  pools  on 
Tuesday,  and  caught  four  sea-trout,  the  largest 
41b.  On  Loch  Sean  on  Thursday  he  had  two 
beauties,  weighing  71b,,  but  was  soon  blown  off 
by  a gale.  Mr.  Drummond,  London,  fished  the  sea 
pools  yesterday,  and  caught  a salmon,  lO^lb., 
and  a sea-trout,  21b.  Mr.  Brown,  the  tenant  of 
the  miles  of  river  here — the  Lower  Dionard — is 
leaving  on  the  25th;  so  anyone  coming  to  the 
hotel  here  and  wanting  the  fishing  would  have  a 
grand  chance  for  a month  or  so.  The  river. 
Loch  Orosspuil,  and  Loch  Sean  are  all  in  excel- 
lent ply  just  now.  Mr.  Brown  is  taking  from 
two  to  five  fine  salmon  and  grilse  per  day. 


Last  week  a gentleman  from  Overscaig  Hotel, 
out  on  Ijoch  More  of  the  Reay  Forest — whereon 
Duncan,  “mine  host,”  has,  by  the  courtesy  of 
the  Duke  of  Westminster,  permission  for  his 
guests  to  angle — made  the  splendid  basket  of 
nineteen  sea-troid,  weighing  40|lb.  On  the 
Garvie  river  another  of  Duncan’s  guests  had  a 
Salmo  ferox  of  6|lb.  I remark  on  the  over  ‘ilh. 
average  of  the  trout  of  the  JO^lh.  basket  being 
something  exceptional  for  Loch  More. 

According  to  the  old  arrangement,  the  rod 
fishing  would  now  be  ended  for  the  year  on  the 
famous  early  season  salmon  rivers  of  the  far 
north  ” of  Scotland.  But  there  is  now  an 
extended  time  for  several,  including  the  Naver, 
whereon  of  late  the  sport  has  picked  up  a good  bit. 


ON  THE  BANKS  OF  THE  EDEN. 


By  an  Angler’s  Wife. 


[Continued  from  page  212.) 

M.  AND  I were  up  betimes  in  the  morning,  and, 
after  partaking  of  a good  breakfast,  we  entered 
the  conveyance  which  was  waiting  at  the  door, 
and  drove  through  the  little  village  of  Holme 
Wrangle  to  a point  some  three  of  four  miles 
down  stream  called  “ Fishers’  Garth.”  Here 
we  dismounted,  and,  after  receiving  directions 
from  our  driver  as  to  the  path  we  must  take  to 
get  to  the  river,  we  soon  found  ourselves  in  the 
inmost  recesses  of  a thick  wood.  Anyone  who 
has  not  traversed  the  banks  of  the  Eden  c in 
have  no  idea  of  the  difficulties  with  which  we 
had  to  contend  before  we  arrived  at  the  water. 
Down  hillsides  as  steep  as  a house,  through  a 
perfect  jungle  of  brambles,  nut  bushes,  and  wild 
rose  briars,  across  a swamp,  in  the  midst  of  w'hich 
M.  collapsed  when  attempting  to  carry  me  across 
in  his  arms,  landing  me  ankle  deep  in  peaty  clay. 
At  last  we  arrived  at  a long  rippling  stream, 
which  caused  M.  to  utter  exclamations  of 
delight.  A fallen  tree,  surrounded  by  a pro- 
fusion of  wild  burdock,  was  converted  into  a 
most  comfortable  seat  for  me,  and  whilst  M.  was 
putting  his  rod  together,  I settled  myself  down 
to  a further  perusal  of  the  “ Soul  of  Lilith.’ 
For  ten  minutes  M.  fished  carefully,  wading  up 
stream  without  apparent  results,  until  he  arrived 
at  a gravelly  shallow  at  the  head  of  the  stream. 
Here  he  hooked  a beautiful  trout,  fib.,  which 
after  an  exciting  run  down  stream  was  duly 
landed.  No  more  sport  being  forthcoming  in 
this  stream,  we  proceeded  onwards,  the  path  being 
now  comparatively  easy.  M.  now  pointed  out  to 
me  a famous  salmon  pool  at  the  foot  of  a lofty 
red  scaur,  at  the  top  of  which  the  railway  runs. 
It  was  at  this  point  where  the  Eden  professional, 
“ Dicky  ” Routledge,  one  October  afternoon  kiUed 
three  splendid  salmon  in  a couple  of  hours’  fish- 
ing, and  M.  described  to  me  how  he  subsequently 
carried  them  one  by  one  up  the  almost  per- 
pendicular bank  to  the  cabin,  which  stands  at 
the  summit,  just  visible  amongst  the  trees. 
“ Ion’s  Pool  ” was  the  next  landmark,  where 
a ferry  boat  was  moored  at  the  far  side  of 
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the  I'iver.  Above  this  was  a rocky  piece  of 
water,  which  j\f.  proceeded  to  fish,  after  putting 
together  a second  rod  for  niy  use.  Our 
united  efforts  being  unavailing,  we  threaded  our 
way  through  another  thicket  of  hazel  bushes, 
terminating  in  an  open  incTdow,  where  I onee 
more  resumed  my  reading,  while  M.  cl.-uubered 
down  a steeji  bank  and  entered  a beautiful  stream, 
overhung  with  willow  trees  on  the  near  side. 
Ilere  he  had  good  S]iort,  killing  two  nice  trout, 
besides  losing  a real  beauty,  which  he  estimated 
atl  'lb.  Above  this  was  a long  stretch  of  deep 
water.  The  sun,  which  during  the  early  part  of 
the  morning  had  been  obscured  by  mist,  now 
shone  with  overpowering  heat.  My  snnshado 
was  so  hot  that  I was  unalile  to  fold  it,  the  silk 
fjuite  burning  the  palms  of  my  hands.  I was 
walking  a short  distance  in  advance  of  M..  wdien 
I espied  at  the  mouth  of  a little  runner  a splendid 
trout  sailing  about  just  under  the  surface  of  the 
water,  which  w'as  as  clear  as  crystal.  I im- 
mediately drew  M.'s  attention  to  it.  He  promptly 
dropped  upon  his  knec.s,  motioning  to  me  to 
follow  his  example,  .lust  below  the  runner  was  a 
thick  willow  bush,  in  front  of  wdiich  M.  dropped 
a worm  as  lightly  as  a tly.  The  cast  was  guessed 
to  a nicety,  for  ;]ust  at  that  moment  the  trout 
emerged  from  behind  the  bush,  and,  sailing  up  to 
the  bait,  gulped  it  down.  I could  not  help  an 
ejaculation,  which  was  echoed  by  a naughty  word 
from  M.,  as,  striking  too  sharply,  the  fish  sailed 
away  with  two  yards  of  gossamer  gut.  Great 
were  our  lamentations;  ljut  these  were  soon 
changed  to  expressions  of  surprise  as  I de.'cricd 
about  a dozen  dusky  forms  sailing  about  in  the 
deeper  water  to  the  right  of  the  hush.  “ Chub!” 
laconically  exclaimed  M..  as  he  was  busy  repaii'ing 
damages;  “I  think  we  can  get  one  of  tliosc.” 
Baiting  the  tackle  on  my  rod  with  a fresh  worm, 
he  directed  me  exactly  where  to  cast,  and,  to  my 
delight,  a fine  fellow  sailed  up  and  followed  the 
example  of  the  trout  which  we  had  lost.  “ Now 
then,  strike  gently,”  said  M. ; and  the  little  9ft. 
rod  bent  into  an  arch  as  the  fish  took  out  five  or 
six  yards  of  line.  After  a minute  or  two  of 
exciting  play,  M.  deftly  scooped  out  with  the  net 
a 21b.  chub,  which  was  my  first  and  only  fish  that 
day.  As  the  shoal  had  now  disappeared  into 
deeper  water,  we  collected  our  belongings  in  order 
to  seek  pastures  new,  when  we  were  startled  by 
the  sound  of  a voice  behind  us,  and,  looking 
round,  we  beheld  a man  with  a good-natured  sun- 
burnt face.  His  preliminary  in(|uiry  was  relative 
to  our  sport,  followed  up  by  ciuestioning  us  as  to 
our  right  to  fish  that  water.  Having  a ticket 
from  a friend  of  M.’s,  who  rents  some  four  miles 
of  the  Eden,  we  felt  perfectly  safe  on  that  score, 
hut  were  informed  that  that  particular  field  was 
excepted,  whereupon  M.  apologised,  and  inejuired 
where  we  conld  again  commence  our  fishing. 
This  was  indicated,  and  we  parted  the  best  of 
friends.  A walk  of  about  a (|uarter  of  a mile 
brought  us  to  a long  stream  terminating  in  a 
deep  pool,  where  I witnessed  a sight  such  as  it 
had  never  been  my  lot  to  behold.  Ahe  sun  shone 
direct  on  the  pool,  and  at  first  sight  it  seemed  as 
though  the  surface  of  the  water  was  covered  with 
black  bars.  “ M.,  just  look  there.  What  on  earth 
are  they  ” I exclaimed.  “■  Chub,  everyone  of 
them,”  he  replied.  Throwing  a long  lino  from 
behind  a willow  he  immediately  hooked  a olb. 
fish,  and  upon  its  first  rush  I shall  never  forget 
the  commotion  in  that  pool ; it  seemed  literally 
as  though  the  water  boiled,  and  in  a moment  the 
whole  shoal,  which  must  have  numbered  at  least 
two  hundred,  disapjieared  as  if  by  magic.  The 
captive  was  duly  landed,  and  after  that  our 
troubles  began. 

Immediately  aljove  the  pool  in  c|uestion,  a red 
sandstone  rock  rises  sheer  from  the  river’s  edge 
to  the  height  of  200tt.  Its  sides  are  thickly 
clothed  with  foliage,  through  which  a series  of 
rude  ste])s^  leads  you  to  the  summit.  This  is 
Branstej'.  thefn'/e  now  of  the  tourist  on  the 
Mden.  To  the  angler  the  path  is  easy,  as  at  the 
ba.se  of  tlie  rock  is  a narrow  pathway,  which  has, 
however,  to  be  traversed  with  great  caution,  as  a 
lal.se  step  would  plunge  the  angler  into  20ft.  of 
water.  Of  course  it  was  impossible  for  me  to 
attemjit  that,  so  we  entered  the  leafy  shades  and 
in  due  course  arrived  at  the  summit.  Here  the 
gambols  of  a s()uirrel  diverted  our  attention,  and 
instead  of  following  the  jirojier  ji.ath  in  the 
descent.,  we  missed  our  way,  and  after  wandering 
up  and  down  the  steep  hill  .Odes  for  half  an  hour. 


we  were  glad  to  seek  the  shelter  of  a hawthorn 
hedge,  and  recline  on  the  grass  utterly  exhausted. 
The  difficulty  of  the  situation  was  this,  whatever 
path  we  took,  and  they  were  by  no  means  easy 
one.®,  led  us  either  to  a piece  of  marshy  ground, 
which  I could  not  possibly  traverse,  or  else  to  a 
thicket  ol'  brauililes  and  briars,  which  were 
ci|ually  impassable.  After  resting  for  a while, 
we  made  a circuitous  route  along  the  top  of 
the  valley,  and  there  we  were  brought  to 
anchor  by  a lofty  stone  fence.  Here  M., 
encumbered  by  a heavy  Norfolk  jacket  and 
wading  gear,  was  utterly  beaten,  and  at  all 
events  for  one  time  in  my  life  I was  the  better 
horse  of  the  two.  Anyone  who  can  recall  to 
mind  the  almost  tropical  heat  of  Aug.  I I will 
not  be  surprised  at  this — up  to  now  we  had  not 
met  a living  soul,  with  exception  of  the  individual 
who  had  disputed  our  right  of  way,  but,  as  we 
stood  surveying  the  situation,  a counti’y  woman 
appeared  on  the  scene,  who  volunteered  the 
cheerful  information  that  Holme  Wrangle,  where 
M.  knew  there  was  a comfortable  ‘‘  hostelrie,’’ 
was  two  miles  distant,  and  to  this  haven  of  rest 
we  decided  at  once  to  steer.  After  clambering 
over  several  stone  fences,  and  struggling  through 
an  cifual  number  of  hedges,  we  arrived  at  a 
shady  wood,  and  after  descending  another 
precipitous  bank,  we  once  more  arrived  on  the 
banks  of  the  river,  and  ten  minutes  later  we 
were  sitting  in  the  sanded  parlour  of  the  little 
village  inn.  I should  not  lise  to  say  how  much 
home-brewed  ale  IM.  consumed  during  the  next 
half-hour,  but  he  was  evidently  benefited 
thereby,  for  he  insisted  upon  fishing  the  stream 
which  flows  round  a large  island  situated  in  the 
middle  of  the  river  at  that  point.  His  efforts 
were  rewarded  by  the  capture  of  two  more  trout, 
and  then  the  trap  arrived  which  was  to  convey  us 
back  to  the  Red  Lion. 

Altogether  I never  spent  a more  enjoyable 
angling  holiday;  and  at  no  fisherman’s  abiding 
place — and  I have  visited  not  a few — did  I 
experience  so  much  .thoughtful  attention  as  at 
the  Red  Lion,  Armathwaite,  and,  although  I 
shall  never  forget  that  memorable  hour  that  M. 
and  1 spent  on  the  summit  of  Branstey,  I cannot 
refrain  from  paraphrasing  the  historical  lines  of 
John  ( i ilpin  : 

Whenever  M.  goe,s  there  again 

May  I be  there  to  see. 

Since  writing  the  above  I have  paid  another 
visit  to  this  beautiful  district,  and  w’as  indebted 
to  Mr.  Dixon,  of  Armathwaite  Hall,  for  kindly 
allowing  me  to  ramble  in  his  grounds  on  the 
banks  of  the  Eden ; and  to  Mr.  Richardson  for 
obtaining  permission  to  wander  through  the 
celebrated  “ Nunnery  AValks,”  which  have  been 
closed  to  the  general  public  for  upwards  of  two 
years.  I hope  at  some  future  date  to  give  some 
account  of  this  visit. 


I AM  writing  in  a little  yacht  not  a quarter  of 
a mile  an  ay  from  Heigham  Sound,  a broad  which 
is  connected  with  Hickling  Broad.  The  tide  is 
running  under  the  bridge  the  reverse  way  to  the 
seaward  flow  of  the  river,  so  fast,  indeed,  that  I 
had  some  ditficulty  in  getting  a dingey  through. 
This  is  not  a spring  tide,  but  an  ordinary  neap 
tide,  the  moon  being  in  its  second  quarler,  and 
yet  it  has  been  decided  by  a court  of  law  that 
Hicklmg  Broad  is  not  tidal,  and  therefore  the 
fishing  is  private.  


Ann  day  long  I have  liecn  passing  .anglers  on 
the  banks,  and  ne\er  failed  to  ask  them  “What 
sport. With  one  solitary  exception,  the  reply 
has  heen  ” Tuttle,”  or  “None.”  The  most  success- 
ful was  a youth,  who  had  canglit  a few  decent 
bream.  Hickling  Broad  and  Horsey  Mere  may 
be  fished  at  the  cost  of  a shilling.  Heigham 
Hound  is  rented  by  a worthy  man  named  Ajiple- 
gate,  who  has  a house  by  the  side  of  Heigham 
Bridge,  .and  those  who  hire  a boat  of  him  to  fish 
there,  at  the  cost  of  2s.  per  day,  arc  charged 
nothing  for  the  fishing.  Heigham  Sound  is 
reputed  the  best  of  the  three  sheets  of  water  for 
rudd  and  bream.  Hickling  is,  or  w’as.  noted  for 
its  perch,  and  Horsey  Mere  for  pike,  but  the  fish 
in  neither  of  these  piece.-!  of  water  arc  as 
numerous  as  they  ii®od  to  be. 


Norfolk  fishermen  do  queer  things,  I came 
upon  three  boat  loads  of  them  the  other  day  fish- 
ing in  fancy  costumes.  One  man  was  dressed  as 
a policeman,  his  face  blacked,  while  the  portion  j 
of  flesh  surrounding  one  eye,  in  the  shape  of  a [ 
diamond,  painted  white — a sort  of  reminiscence  | 
of  the  " white-eyed  Kaffir”  of  music  hall  celebrity.  \ 
I asked  him  '■  What  sport  ? ” and  got  the  usual 
reply,  “ Ne’er  a bit.”  I ventured  to  suggest  that 
he  frightened  the  fish.  He  caught  at  the  idea 
and  said  that  must  be  it,  so  I suppose  he  xvill  j 
come  next  time  with  a white  face.  Another  had 
his  face  blacked,  and  was  wearing  a loose  blouse 
made  of  gaudy  chintz.  My  skipper  tells  me  that  \ 
when  the  Norwich  angling  clubs  come  down  to 
the  broads  in  force,  a good  many  of  them  i 
masquerade  in  this  way.  I wonder  what  Izaak  ' 
Walton  thinks  about  it,  supposing  his  spirit  is  still 
going  around.  | 


A FRIEND  writes  to  me  from  Filey,  complaining 
of  a local  bye-law,  which  enacts  that,  in  the 
interests  of  preserving  visitors’  lives,  two  boat- 
men shall  accompany  every  boat.  This  seems  to 
be  an  excellent  method  of  finding  work  for  the 
unemployed  longshoremen.  He  says  he  has  to 
pay  “ £:3  10s.  for  two  blank,  blank  men.  who 
don’t  know,  and  won’t  do  as  they  are  told.  Havn’t 
an  idea  beyond  hand  lining  for  dabs,  codling,  Ac. 
The  boat  is  heavy,  and  the  tivo  men  cannot  row 
up  along  the  rocks  or  keep  ic  within  reach  of  a 
shoal  of  billet  feeding  on  fry.”  My  friend  says 
that  once  only  there  was  a small  quantity  of  sile 
on  the  surface,  and  after  much  opposition  he  did 
get  the  men  to  place  the  boat  near  enough  to  get 
the  flies  over  two  billet,  which  rose  and  were 
hooked,  and  greatly  surprised  the  crow;  but 
even  then  they  could  nob  row  the  boat  any 
further.  He  says  that  has  been  the  only  time 
the  herring  fry  have  shown  up  since  he  has  been 
there.  The  explanation  of  this  bye-law  is  that 
most  of  the  boats  at  Filey  are  large  cobbles,  and 
it  would  be  unsafe  to  go  to  sea  without  two 
capable  men.  Visitors  often  say  they  can  handle 
the  tiller  and  help  work  the  boat,  but,  as  a rule, 
the  amateur  sailor  fares  sadly  when  breezes  blow, 
and  is  least  useful  when  help  is  most  required. 
Of  course  there  is  no  reason  whatever  why  the 
small  rowing  boats  should  not  be  managed  by 
one  man,  and  last  time  I was  at  Filey  I succeeded 
in  getting  a small  boat,  which  could  be  and  was 
rowed  by  one  man.  We  defied  the  bye-laws 
together,  and  had  capital  fishing  too,  usually 
catching  no  less  than  201b.  weight  of  codling  in 
a few  hours’  fishing. 

I SUPPOSE  the  day  will  come  when  we  shall  get 
professional  attendants  on  anglers  at  the  seaside 
as  we  have  on  rivers — men  who  understand  the 
refinements  of  the  art.  The  ordinary  seaside 
boatmen  are,  as  a rule,  very  little  good  for  this 
kind  of  work.  Though  they  attend  on  visitors 
in  the  summer,  they  fish  with  nets  in  the  winter, 
and  it  is  very  ditficult  to  get  them  to  take  an 
interest  in  rod  and  line.  Templar. 


There  is  a grim  fear  all  over  the  North  that 
the  floods  will  come  a post  too  late  for  a successful 
back-end  on  the  Dee  and  Spey,  while  the  Don, 
Deveron,  and  Ythan  are  already  out  of  it,  unless 
the  floods  are  all  the  more  impetuous  and 
constant. 

A CENTLEMAN,  ill  reporting  his  bag  the  other 
day,  gave  the  following  account  of  his  day’s 
shooting,  71i  brace  grouse,  two  hares,  four  rabbits, 
one  hawk,  one  dog.  “Your  owm  dog,  sir?” 
“ Not  very  likely,”  was  the  prompt  reply. 

JiIr.  E.  M.  Ton’s  (!rui!-hodied  Chur  and  Dace 
Flies. — \Ye  hear  that  anglers  who  have  used 
these  new  flies  speak  very  well  of  them ; they 
are  made  from  Air.  Tod’s  patterns,  and  to  his 
satisfaction,  b}'  Air.  Walbran.  of  .New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

The  Fishery  Board  of  Scotland  have  arranged 
a system  of  communication  between  the  fishery 
cruisers,  whereby  those  on  board  the  cruisers 
shall,  on  discovering  a shoal  of  herrings  at  sea, 
communicate  the  discovery  by  signal  to  the 
nearest  Ijloyd’s  station  or  fishing  boats.  The 
direction  and  distance  of  the  shoal  will  be 
indicated. 

'I’liE  ( )hio  river  is  lower  than  ever  before  known 
since  it  was  discovered  by  white  men.  People 
can  now  cross  it  with  a hor.^e  and  buggy. 
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STRAY  CASTS. 

Bv  Mona. 

Afii.  J.  BrcKERDYKE,  discoursing  pleasantly  on 
the  IMay-Hy  in  a pictorial  weekly  contemporary, 
speaks  about  the  drake  being  picked  up  by  some 
“j)assing  swift.”  The  writer  has  never  seen  a 
swallow  of  any  species  take  a drake,  but  this  may 
be  an  Irish  peculiarity  of  these  interesting  birds. 
The  sea-gulls,  however,  which  abound  on  our 
Shannon  lakes  in  summer,  ([uite  make  up  for  the 
abstention  of  their  winged  comrades,  and  on  reach- 
ing our  fishing-ground  these  birds,  by  their 
number  and  great  activity  in  certain  spots, 
indicate  where  the  rise  of  fly  is  strongest,  and  the 
trout  probably  keenest  on  the  feed,  and  thus 
they  constitute  quite  an  interesting  Anglers’ 
Guide. 

The  wall-fly,  which  appears  here  (Athlone)  with 
the  drake,  or  a little  before  it,  and  continues  to 
rise  till  August,  is  greedily  devoured  by  both 
birds.  These  flies  rise  only  in  the  late  evening, 
at  least,  to  any  extent,  and  are  the  deadliest  lure 
by  far  for  trout  that  we  have  on  the  sharps  and 
shallows  of  the  Shannon  and  its  tributary  streams. 
Both  swallows  and  sea-gulls  exhibit  great  address 
in  picking  them  safely  off  the  angler’s  dap  when 
on  the  water,  but  it  is  not  at  all  unusual  to  hook  a 
swallow  when  he  makes  a dash  at  them  in  the 
air.  A friend  of  mine  once  hooked  and  safely 
“landed”  a skylark  on  a May-fly,  but  the  ex- 
perience was  singular  with  him. 

A number  of  rods,  perhaps  most  in  fact,  are 
built  with  a “ boss  ” of  vulcanite  or  hardened 
rubber  at  the  end,  and  besides  its  artistic  merit 
the  thing  agreeably  supports  the  rod  against  the 
thigh  or  abdomen,  a position  which  it  often 
occupies.  But  the  boss  I find  invariably /astened 
on  instead  of  being  screwed,  and  this  renders  its 
presence  very  awkward  and  inconvenient  by  times. 
In  boat  fishing,  holes  are  frequently  bored  in  the 
seats  close  to  the  gunwales,  in  which  a rod  can 
very  conveniently  be  carried  on  occasions.  But 
the  boss  prevents  the  hole  being  used.  Neither 
can  one  troll  with  them,  as  it  is  anything  but 
comfortable  to  sit  on  one,  and  sitting  on  the  butt 
is  my  favourite  attitude  when  trolling  a ford  for 
trout  or  salmon.  Few  bosses  will  allow  themselves 
to  be  sat  upon,  you  know. 

An  angler’s  line  invariably  plays  always  upon 
the  same  bar  of  his  winch,  and  in  time  the  bar 
becomes  slightly  furrowed.  The  small  ridges 
thus  formed  destroy  the  dressing  of  the  line,  and 
in  time  seriously  injure  the  fabric  itself.  All 
■winches  should  be  sold  with  one  or  two  hollow 
metal  cylinders,  which  could  be  slipped  on  or  off 
any  bar  of  the  winch,  and,  easily  revolving  with 
the  play  of  the  line,  would  minimise  the  effect  of 
the  friction.  We  recommend  the  idea  to  winch 
makers,  but,  doubtless,  it  is  an  old  one.  Still,  it 
is  nothing  the  worse  for  that. 

My  experience  is  doubtless  very  limited,  but  I 
venture  to  say  that  I have  never  seen  a winch 
with  the  revolving  plates  outside  only.  There 
may  be  difficulties  in  the  way  of  constructing  a 
winch  in  this  way,  but  as  I am  no  way  mechanical 
I shall  not  toucn  on  this  side  of  the  matter  ; but 
I have  never  used  a winch  yet  (except,  of  course, 
those  in  present  use)  that  did  not  some  day  let  the 
line  between  the  plate  and  the  wall  of  the  winch 
with  invariably  fatal  results.  The  line  has  always 
broken.  I have  had  such  winches  seen  to  and 
repaired,  but  the  trick  is  as  hopeless  as  star- 
gazing in  a horse.  They’ll  both  “ do  it  again,” 
and  land  you  in  the  ditch. 

Most  anglers  smoke.  This  does  not  by  any 
means  exhaust  the  list  of  their  habits  ; but  it  is 
enough  for  the  present.  My  earliest  object 
lessons  in  fly-fishing  I owe  to  an  inveterate 
smoker  who,  I am  glad  to  say,  still  lives,  and 
occasionally  throws  “a  beautiful  fly,”  and  of  his 
own  tying.  When  he  hooked  a fish,  he  involun- 
tarily blew  a mighty  cloud,  and  I verily  believe  if 
the  struggle  lasted  over  five  minutes  he  would 
have  emptied  a full  pipe  and  enveloped  himself 
in  invisibility.  This  phenomenon  doubtless 
affected  my  imagination,  for  in  time  I grew  to 
believe  that  if  he  ceased  smoking  the  trout 
ceased  rising,  and  if  the  rising  fell  off  for  a lime 
and  I noticed  the  pipe  absent,  I was  quick  to 


suggest  what  I thought.  In  time,  my  mentor 
grew  almost  as  superstitious  as  myself,  and 
would  never  fish  his  favourite  pools  without  first 
lighting  up. 

A boatman  I used  to  employ  occasionally  on 
some  salmon  water  in  Donegal  a few  years  ago 
once  told  me  of  a “ ginlleman  ” from  England 
he  had  “fished”  for  many  years,  whose  per- 
formance with  the  pipe  was  peculiar.  The 
instant  he  hooked  a fish,  the  pipe  fell  from  his 
nerveless  jaws,  sometimes  into  the  water,  some- 
times into  the  boat,  llis  losses,  in  fact,  became 
so  numerous  and  so  serious  that  at  last  be 
confined  himself  exclusively  to  clays,  of  which 
he  brought  a dozen  or  so  with  him  daily.  But 
the  mischief  did  not  end  here.  The  unfortunate 
man  became  so  utterly  helpless  that  he  was 
quite  unable  to  play  his  fish,  and  always  handed 
his  rod  to  the  boatman.  Towards  the  close  of 
the  struggle  he  sometimes  ventured  to  take  a 
roll  or  two  out  of  him  ; but  he  could  never  trust 
himself  for  long.  On  expressing  something 
like  pity  for  the  unfortunate  man’s  state  of 
nerve,  my  boatman  shrewdly  enough  replied : 
“Aye,  sir;  but  think  hoiv  he  must  have  enjoyed 
it  to  get  into  such  a state  ! ” 

Now  there  are  pipes  and  pipes,  and  some  pipes 
are  so  puffed  (this  is  not  a joke),  that  even  editors 
themselves  (!)  have  been  known  to  give  them  a 
blast.  Now,  we  hold  that  all  patent  or  “ anti- 
nicotine  ” pipes  “ is,”  as  the  eloquent  Stiggins 
said  of  all  taps,  “ wanity.”  Offensive  fluid  matter 
accumulates  is  all  pipes,  and  must  be  periodically 
removed,  and  this  periodical  removal  and  clean- 
ing a man  can  do  as  easily,  effectively,  and 
cleanly  in  the  case  of  an  ordinary  pipe  as  in  that 
of  the  most  cunningly  devised  “ patent  ” ever 
brought  out.  No  contrivance  can  render  a pipe 
absolutely  fluid-proof.  All  fluid  formed  a certain 
distance  up  the  stem  can  be  secured,  perhaps,  till 
cleaning  day,  but  the  fluid  must  form  between 
the  trap  and  the  mouth,  were  that  space  but  the 
hundredth  part  of  an  inch.  Does  not  the  amber 
orifice  of  the  most  perfectly  patent-protected 
pipe  rapidly  discolour  up  to  the  tip,  and  is  not 
this  discolouration  simply  fluid  in  course  of 
formation  ? The  deposition  of  the  fluid  follows  a 
law  as  inexorable  as  that  which  holds  a planet  in 
its  course,  and  all  “patents  ” will  fight  against  it 
in  vam  till  the  crack  of  doom.  But  we  have 
heard  that  an  ingenious  contrivance  has  been 
discovered  for  so  filtering  the  products  of  com- 
bustion that  the  nicotine  vapour  is  removed 
before  it  has  had  time  to  condense  into  fluid,  and, 
of  course,  before  it  reaches  the  mouth.  This  is 
clever,  no  doubt,  but  I know  a better  plan  and  a 
simpler.  Smoke  an  empty  pipe.  True  you  are 
not  smoking  at  all,  but  neither  are  you  in  the 
other  case.  If  the  nicotine  vapour  does  not  get 
into  your  mouth,  you  are  not  smoking  tobacco, 
and  that’s  an  end  of  it.  We  shall  next  be  told 
how  to  “ patent  ” our  whiskey  (bless  the  mark  !), 
so  as  to  prevent  our  wives  eyeing  us  suspiciously 
on  our  return  from  a day’s  outing  unduly  flushed 
with — our  unusual  success.  Get  a “ patent  ” that 
will  filter  the  alcohol  out  of  your  grog  Got  to, 
now,  and  a plague  on  all  patents,  say  1. 

If  you  have  exhausted  all  you  knov/  in  the  way 
of  casting  over  a trout  that  refuses  to  rise,  and 
find  yourself  compelled  to  leave  him  there  for 
that  day,  take  one  last  cast  over  him  with  a great 
splash.  It  has  been  known  to  work.  In  any 
case  it  can  do  no  harm,  as  you  are  already  beaten. 
This  reminds  me  of  Tom  Anderson. 

Tom  was  long  past  thirty  before  he  became  a 
fisherman.  Stopping  a iveek  or  two  with  a friend, 
an  ardent  votary  of  the  rod,  he  one  day  accom- 
panied him  in  a boat  salmon  fishing.  Tom 
amused  himself  with  a book  and  chafiing  his 
friend,  who  had  not  got  a touch  after  some  three 
hours’ steady  trolling. 

“I  believe  I could  do  it  better  myself,”  said 
Tom  at  last,  throwing  down  his  book  and  seizing 
the  rod  with  a laugh,  and  on  the  instant,  with  the 
proverbial  luck  of  the  benighted  outsider,  he  was 
“ in  him.”  He  held  the  rod  in  trembling  excite- 
ment a few  second.®,  and  then  pushed  it  into  his 
his  friend’s  hands,  lest  “ I might  lose  him  ” ; but 
the  spell  had  already  worked  to  the  inmost 
recesses  of  his  nature.  He  had  found  his  love, 
“till  death  do  us  part,”  and  before  he  slept 
that  night  he  was  the  owner  of  a salmon  licence, 
rod,  and  accessories,  and  he  is  now  as  bad  as  ihe 
rest  of  us. 

{To  be  continued.) 


REMINISCBNCKS  OR  AN  OlHJ 
ANGLER. 

(Goniinued  from  page  2111.) 

By  E.  M.  Ton. 

Aj)ril  18th,  1888.  Tweed  at  Maxton;  bright  sun  ; 
killed  8;jlb.  of  trout  and  a whitling  of  81b., and  then 
1 started  for  the  Deveron,  and  which  as  yet  1 had 
never  seen,  and  now  we  will  show  a better  report 
of  ourselves;  for,  remember,  the  Tweed  and 
Teviot  where  I fished  them  are  mostly  open  to 
the  public,  poachers  in  particular  making  free 
with  the  privilege  that  comes  from  right  of  way ; 
for,  since  no  one  can  be  taken  up  for  trespass  on 
the  banks  of  a river,  or  portion  of  a river  thrown 
open  to  the  public,  the  poachers  first  difficulty  is 
got  over.  No  keeper  can  jump  on  him  by  night  or 
by  day  and  say,  “ What  are  you  doing  here  ? ” and 
it  is  a cpiestion  whether  you  are  legally  entitled  to 
search  his  basket  or  his  capacious  pockets  for  the 
silk  (trout)  net  with  which  he  goes  out  of  a 
summer’s  evening  to  fish  -with  the  Jig,  and 
returns  home  ■with  a grand  “ take,”  rod  in  hand 
of  course,  if  asked  any  awkward  questions,  but 
infinitely  prefers  disposing  of  his  trout  to  the 
carrier  (or  other  purchasers),  and  keeping  a 
discreet  silence,  and  this,  my  friends,  is  what 
“ free  fishing  for  a free  people  ” does.  This  and 
fishing  in  dirty  flooded  waters  with  salmon  roe 
when  the  trout  are  full  of  spawn.  Oh,  it  is 
infamous  ! and  yet  the  cry  goes  on,  “Free  fishing,” 
which  nuist  end  in  piscatorial  bankruptcy,  for,  to 
see  the  number  of  rods  on  the  free  waters  of  the 
Tweed  on  a “ fast  day,”  upon  my  word  it  is  just 
as  if  there  was  “ a run  on  the  hank.”  (“  Birnam 
Wood  going  to  Dunsinane.”)  With  ordinary 
fishing  you  draw  out  only  the  interest,  but  here 
interest  and  capital  are  both  drawn  upon,  and 
what  can  stand  that  long  Verbum  sat.  sapientes. 
Blow  “ free  fishing  ” all  over  the  land ! And 
now  to  the  Deveron. 

And  first,  I will  just  say  that  I value  the  very 
great  privilege  of  being  allowed  to  fish  in  private 
waters  far  too  much  to  send  the  Fnited  King- 
dom down  upon  the  kind  proprietor  who  granted 
me  permission  — particularly  as  I understand 
that  he  would  thank  me  backwards  it  I did.  To 
his  own  friends  and  neighbours  he  is  very  liberal 
indeed,  but  this  very  fact  alone  makes  it  the  more 
necessary  for  him  to  draw  the  line  somewhere,  and 
even  I have  not  fished  his  water  for  three  suc- 
cessive seasons,  having  a feeling  that  to  value  a 
privilege,  jou  should  show  your  appreciation  by 
not  t^aking  undue  advantage  of  it. 

April  21,  1888.  I fished  the  Deveron,  and  got 
101b.  with  the  fly.  I note  that  the  river  was  very 
full,  and  the  weather  “ awful  ” — showers  of  had 
and  snow,  high  wind  from  nor'-east,  and  bitterly 
cold. 

28rd.  Fifty  fish  (including  a whitling  of  l llb.), 
211b.  Fly. 

21th.  Bright  sun  brought  out  Dlarch  Brown 
flies  in  millions.  Left  off  at  2 o’clock,  glad  to 
desist  with  31b.  of  trout.  Sun  was  very  hot, 
water  intensely  cold,  and  no  sport. 

25th.  1 killed  fifty-six  trout  (including  a whit- 
ling of  11b.),  my  best  thirty-six  weighing  IT.jlb., 
all  with  fly,  and  to  save  trouble,  I may  add  ttiat, 
during  this  trip  lApril),  I used  no  other  lure 
— and  never  kill  such  heavy  baskets  with  any 
other  lure.  Total,  fifty-six  fish,  22115.  (fly). 

2(3tb.  Thirty-six  fish,  including  one  clean-run 
sea-trout,  l^lb.,  and  one  whiiling,  l-]lb.  Total, 
Ifir^b. 

27th.  Fished  from  10.30  to  3.30,  when  it  fell  a 
dead  calm.  Meanwhile  I had  killed  forty  trout, 
1711b.  My  best  two  dozen  weighed  14.\lb. 
(17Alb.). 

20th.  Now  one  generally  hates  a day  with  a 
bright  sun  and  white  clouds,  and  many  an  old 
Scotch  fisherman  speaks  thus  on  such  a day  : 
“ They’re  owre  mony  o’  they  white  duds  abcoi;i 
the  day  for  fushing!”and  it  is  generally  true. 
Yet,  with  a nor’-east  wind,  a bright  sun  and 
“ white  clouds  ” nearly  all  day,  my  basket  con- 
tained fifty-six  trout  (including  a sea-trout  clean 
run  of  lib.)  2321b.,  my  best  two  dozen  trout  weigh- 
ing 151b.  ; total,  23’lb.  (fly). 

1st  May.  Eorty-six  trout,  17^15.  (best  dozui 
131b.  (17,\lb.). 

2nd.  Fifty-one  trout,  including  best  two  dozen 
13, Ub.  (one  being  l ]lb.) ; total,  20.Ub.  (Ily). 

( To  he  continued.) 
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THE  MAN(JR  EISHERY,  CAISTOR,  LINCOLNSniRE. 


We  have  had  occasion  from  (ime  to  time  to 
allude  to  the  Manor  Fishery,  Oaistor,  Lincoln- 
shire. It  was  established  about  twelve  years 
ago,  and  has  done  a great  deal  of  very  useful 
piscatorial  work.  It  is  situated  in  one  of  the 
loveliest  jiarts  of  the  north  of  the  county,  and 
we  have  produced  the  accompanying  four  very 
pretty  views  selected  from  a batch  of  eighteen 
equally  delightful  ones  submitted  to  us. 

The  water  which  supplies  the  fishery  comes 
direct  from  the  Chalk  Down,  and  first  serves  two 


imaginable  to  see  them  fed.  As  they  glide 
through  the  pellucid  water  their  spotted  sides 
glint  in  the  sunshine,  and  concentric  rings  mark 
the  spot  where  the  food  is  with  avidity  seized. 
The  rearing  ponds  now  contain  a fine  stock  of 
yearling  trout,  and  in  the  summer  evenings,  when 
midges  are  plentiful,  the  waters  seem  literally 
alive  with  fish,  hundreds  leaping  out  of  the  water 
at  the  same  time. 

Owing  to  the  abundance  of  natural  food,  no 
finer  yearling  trout  are  raised  anywhere.  The 


venient  to  purchaser  and  fishery.  Coarse  fish  can- 
not be  secured  during  frost  or  flood.  Customers 
are,  therefore,  advised  to  book  at  the  earliest 
possible  date,  and  wait  their  turn  for  delivery. 
It  is  f(uite  the  usual  thing  for  many  to  postpone 
their  orders  until  the  last  thing,  when  it  is  utterly 
impracticable  to  fulfil. 

The  results  which  follow  from  the  sale  of  ova 
of  coarse  fish  are  generally  so  unsatisfactory 
that  it  is  discontinued  at  the  Manor  Fishery.  A 
few  mature  coarse  fish  supplied  at  tariff  rate 


THE  LARGEST  REARING  POND.  THE  FIELD  POND  (South  Side). 


commodious  hatching-houses — the  one  built  of 
brick,  the  other  of  wood.  These  buildings 
have  accommodation  for  some  millions  of  eggs. 
Below  these  mainsprings  of  the  establishment, 
ponds  for  store  fish  and  the  rearing  of  fry 
have  been  constructed  with  suitable  hatchways 
and  overflows  to  ]dace  the  whole  under  perfect 
control. 

Water  which  comes  from  a calcareous  soil  is 
always  the  very  best  for  pisciculture.  It  breeds 
vastly  more  food  than  water  running  from  any 


average  advertised  size  is  from  3 to  (1  inches  long, 
but  last  season  they  ran  up  to  9 inches.  Quite  a 
large  number  of  7-inch  fish  were  sent  out,  and  in 
several  cases  they  were  mistaken  for  two-year- 
olils.  As  a rule,  all  yearlings  above  7 inches  are 
picked  out  for  future  breeders,  and  in  this  way  a 
fine  stock  of  parent  fish  running  from  51b.  to 
1 01b.  is  kept  up. 

Mr.  Ford’s  price  lists  contain  not  merely  trout, 
but  neaily  all  kinds  of  British,  and  several 
foreign,  fish,  the  total  number  being  upwards  of 


invariably  yield  incomparably  better  returns, 
and  are  vastly  cheaper  in  the  long  run  than 
ova.  I 

Success  in  delivery  last  season  was  very  great. 
Though  many  of  the  journeys  occupied  twenty- 
four  or  thirty  hours,  very  few  fish  were  reported 
dead.  These  results  were  owing  in  the  main  to 
new  carriers  which  Mr.  Ford  has  designed  and 
])Ut  upon  the  market.  The  water  is  sufficiently 
aerated  by  the  motion  of  the  train,  and,  owing 
to  an  ingenious  contrivance  of  the  lid,  not  a 


SERIES  OF  REARING  PONDS  (Middle  View). 


WATERFALL  FROM  SIDE  POND. 
Island  Pond  in  Background. 


other  formation,  and  as  a consequence  tells 
greatly  upon  the  size  and  quality  both  of  year- 
lings and  store  fish. 

The  stock  of  trout  consists  of  some  of  the  finest 
strains  in  the  kingdom.  They  were  originally 
obtained  from  the  best  trout  streams  of  Hampshire, 
Wilts,  Kent,  and  Bucks.  The  fish,  too,  have 
been  further  improved  by  judicious  breeding  and 
crossing. 

The  store  trout  are  fed  regularly  with  different 
kinds  of  meat.  It  is  one  of  the  prettiest  sights 


twenty,  and  as  an  evidence  of  the  ability  and 
push  of  the  proprietor,  we  may  state  that  all  ( 
orders,  but  two  late  ones,  booked  last  season, 
were  jiromptly  executed. 

As  the  number  of  different  fishes  is  so  large,  I 
it  is  quite  impossible  to  keep  them  all  ready  tor 
delivery  at  short  notice.  'I'he  several  varieties 
are  as  ,a  rule  dealt  with  in  rotation,  being  col- 
lected from  the  various  waters  according  to 
demand.  Fish  are,  therefore,  booked  in  advance, 
and  forwai’ded  as  far  as  possible  at  a time  con- 


s])Oonful  of  water  is  lost  in  transit.  Further- 
more. no  ice  was  used  during  the  whole  season, 
and  all  fish  went  unattended. 

For  the  last  two  years  Mr.  Ford  has  done  a 
special  line  in  king  carp,  which  is  probably  the 
fastest  growing  of  all  coarse  fish.  At  four 
months  old  they  run  from  2 to  4 inches,  at  eight 
! months  up  to  Mb.,  at  twelve  months  11b.  each, 
and  at  two  years  fib.,  ultimately  developing  into 
monsters  of  201b.  or  301b.  Complete  price  lists 
can  be  had  gratis  on  application  to  the  manager. 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  ordinary  (piartcrly  ineolitnr  of  tho  Hirminghani 
Aiifflingr  Assooiatioii  was  held  on  Thursday  evening  last, 
Sejit.  I f.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  .1.  Hughes 
occupied  the  vice-chair.  Tho  meeting  was  well  re- 
presented, very  few  clubs  failing  to  send  delegates. 
The  minutes  of  the  past  committee  meetings  were  road 
and  passed,  with  the  exception  of  one  dealing  with  a 
member  neglecting  to  pay  the  excess  fare  from  Stratford- 
on-Avon  to  Wilmcote.  Tho  Great  Western  Kailway 
Company  wanted  the  charge  withdrawn,  but  tho  meeting 
decided  that  the  case  should  be  re-opened  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  that  a report  should  be  presented  at  the 
next  general  meeting.  The  committee,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Wainwright,  which  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Heaton, 
had  a grant  made  to  them  of  A15  to  purchase  prizes,  to 
be  competed  for  upon  a date  and  place  suitable  to  the 
majority  of  the  members.  The  secretary  was  instructed 
to  apply  to  the  G.W  R.  Company  to  add  Fenny 
Compton  to  the  list  of  stations,  and  the  L.N.W.K. 
Company  for  Brandon.  This  concluded  tho  business  of 
the  meeting. 

The  Bellbarn  Society  fished  their  annual  contest  on 
the  17th  inst.  at  Eckington,  in  the  River  Avon,  bj’ 
the  kind  permission  of  Mr.  Henley,  of  the  Bell  Inn. 
Over  100  of  the  members  and  friends  availed  themselves 
of  the  single  fai'e  ticket  for  the  double  journey,  issued 
by  the  Midland  Railway  Company  ; two  large  saloon 
carriages  were  also  put  on  for  tho  convenience  of  the 
members.  The  contest  was  fished  under  very  unfavour- 
able circumstances,  as  the  water  was  very  low  and  fine, 
and  owing  to  tho  want  of  rain  there  was  hardly  any 
swim  on  the  water  at  all;  this  made  the  takes  of  fish 
rather  small.  The  result  of  the  contest  was  as  follows  ; 
First,  W.  Gibb.s,  lib.  fijoz. ; second,  H.  Garner,  lib.  5i|oz.  ; 
third,  E.  Gorman,  lib.  5oz.  ; fourth,  S.  Musgrove  ; fifth, 
J.  Fernley  ; sixth,  F.  James  ; seventh,  T.  Goodby  ; eighth, 
E.  Roache  ; ninth.  E.  Williams:  tenth,  T.  Willmot ; 
eleventh,  A.  Bull ; twelfth,  S.  White,  &c.  Mr. 
Gibbs  takes  first  prize  and  also  holds  the  club’s  challenge 
cup  for  twelve  months.  Had  Mr.  Garner  won  he  would 
have  become  the  owner  of  the  cup,  as  he  had  won  it  last 
year,  and  held  during  the  past  year.  The  members  and 
friends  enjoyed  their  outing,  and  everything  went  off 
satisfactory.  The  prizes  will  be  distributed  next  week. 

The  Vine  Unity  Society  fished  a contest  at  Droitwich 
on  the  17th  inst.,  for  a first-class  array  of  prizes 
left  from  the  annual  contest.  The  contestants  on  the 
17th  were  members  who  had  not  taken  a prize,  or  who 
were  unable  to  take  part  in  the  annual  contest.  Four- 
teen members  only  took  part  in  the  match,  which  was 
of  two  hours’  duration,  at  the  end  of  which  time  it 
was  found  that  three  members  only  had  taken  fish.  Mr. 
A.  Good  was  first,  Mr.  J.  Hounslow  second,  and  Mr. 
Craddock  third.  The  water  beaten  competitors  decided 
to  fish  another  hour  in  another  portion  of  the  canal,  but 
fared  no  better.  This  makes  the  tldrd  contest  the  chrb 
has  fished  at  Droitwich  this  year  with  a similar  result. 
A lot  of  good  prizes  still  remain  cn  hand,  and  the 
members  think  of  fishing  their  next  contest  in  a river. 
“ This  is  not  to  be  wondered  at.” 

1 am  sorry  to  record  the  death  of  Mr.  John  Walker, 
which  took  place  suddenly  on  Saturday  evening  last.  Mr. 
Walker  has  for  some  years  been  the  host  of  the  Camden 
Tavern,  Camden-street,  Birmingham,  which  is  the 
meeting-house  of  the  Camden  Angling  Society.  He 
assisted  in  the  formation  of  this  largo  society,  to  which 
he  also  acted  as  treasurer,  lie  was  a genial  host,  and 
took  a keen  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  club.  His 
loss  will  be  greatly  felt  by  the  members  and  a large 
circle  of  anglers  by  whom  be  was  much  respected.  He 
leaves  a wife  and  three  children  to  mourn  Lis  loss. 

Tho  St.  George’s  members  opened  their  piUe  fishing 
season  on  the  17th  inst.  in  the  River  Anker,  at  Tamworth  ; 
the  fish  were  well  on  the  feed,  and  some  very  nice  fi.sh 
were  taken.  Messrs.  Beddel  and  T.  Bayliss  took  three 
fish,  which  weighed  3Ulb.,  Mr.  Beddel  taking  one 
which  weighed  14jlb.  ; in  all, '.these  two  members  took 
nine  fish,  but  some  of  them  ran  small.  Other  members 
met  with  fair  sport.  A good  season  is  looked  forward 
to  on  this  water,  as  the  river  contains  a large  number  of 
pike.  

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE  . 

It  is  astonishing  that  anglers  get  any  sport  at  all  con- 
sidering the  extreme  brightness  of  the  waters,  and  yet 
I hear  that  some  very  satisfactory  results  have  been 
obtained  in  the  Fen  rivers  and  drains  during  the  last 
few  days.  A fortnight  ago  it  was  scarcely  possible  to 
capture  a fish,  but  since  Satur.lay  I hear  they  have  been 
well  on  the  feed,  and  some  heavy  ba.sket.s  have  been 
made.  Roach  have  taken  paste  baits  with  avidity,  and 
several  anglers  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Forty-foot 
have  made  bags  from  301b.  downwards.  On  Monday  the 
Sheffield  Angling  Asrociation  held  their  15th  Annual 
Sweepstake  Competition  on  the  Witham  atKirkstfad,  a 
favourite  tryst  between  Lincoln  and  Boston.  There 
was  a very  large  entry,  and  .£65  w’as  given  away  in 
prizes.  Three  hours  and  a half  were  allowed  for  fishing, 
and  during  that  time  W.  Hall,  of  Sheffield— the  first 
prize  winner  of  £5— ciught  141b.  14oz.  of  fish.  The 
weights  of  the  other  fifty  successful  competitors  varied 
from  121b.  ISJoz.  to  31b.  Tho  winner  of  the  silver  cup 
given  by  Mr.  Blakey,  value  seven  guineas,  for  the  best 
single  fish,  was  won  by  R.  Stanfield,  with  a roach  of 
lib.  Ifoz.  We  have  had  no  rain  for  several  weeks,  and 
a good  soaking  downfall  would  be  heartily  welcomed  by 
farmers  as  well  a.s  anglers. 


FRCM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

There  are  slightly  improved  reports  on  angling  since 
my  last  notes,  though  sport  is  still  far  from  what  it 
should  bo  at  this  time  of  year.  Rivers  are  still  low,  tho 
occasional  showers  that  have  fallen  making  no  material 
difl'erenco  in  their  height  or  colour.  Tlie  season  is  now 
snlficiontly  far  advanced  to  allow  of  an*i)pinion  beinur 
given,  ami  tho  general  verdict  will  bo  that  the  yenr  ISfi.'i 
ranks  amongst  the  worst  for  many  years  past  for  all 
kinds  of  angling,  except  in  relation  to  coarse  fish.  To 
those  who  have  been  able  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity,  tho  lakes  have  afforded  any  amount  of 
sport  of  its  kind  ; but  this  is  not  “ angling  ” to  many, 
who  decline  to  stoop  to  simply  hauling  into  a boat  shoals 
of  perch  as  fast  as  they  can  be  unhooked,  or  spinning 
for  pike.  A few  ‘‘  grey  trout  ” have  been  taken  in  Cum- 
berland waters  during  the  past  few  days  ; some  small 
salmon  have  also  been  brought  to  bank,  the  best  being 
one  of  151b.  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  J.  Atkinson,  Great 
Broughton;  others  from  61b.  upwards  being  secured  by 
Mr.  J.  Thompson,  of  Bmbleton,  Mr.  D.  Robinson, 
Mr.  Howard,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  G.  Lawson,  &c. 

A meeting  of  the  West  Cumberland  Fishery  Board 
was  hold  on  Thursday  last,  at  Whitehaven,  under  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  R.  Jefferson,  when  the  principal 
matters  discussed  were  fish  jiasses  at  weirs  and  the 
proposed  hatchery.  


FRCM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  event  of  the  week  in  Manchester  has  been  the 
match  of  the  Hulme  Crown  Angling  Society,  one  of  the 
strongest  and  best  managed  clubs  in  the  city.  Tho 
match  took  place  in  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal,  at 
Wadci’oft,  on  the  16th,  the  following  being  the 
winners  : Messrs.  W.  Dyson,  W.  Heaton,  F.  Morton,  H. 
Straker,  G.  Yates,  ,1.  Welsli,  .1.  Shelmerdine,  G.  Lloyd, 
J.  Atherton,  T.  Ashworth,  E.  Driver,  R.  Lyons,  A. 
Atherton,  T.  Reade,  J.  Smith,  G.  Taylor,  G.  McGowan, 
G.  Farrar,  S.  Cronshaw,  J.  Edges,  and  T.  Newton ; 
Captain,  T.  Hampson.  The  weather  was  fine  and  sport 
moderate. 

During  the  past  few  days  tho  Levenshulme  Anglers 
have  made  extensive  and  de.sirable  additions  to  the  stock 
of  fish  in  their  waters  ; this  is  the  way  club  moneys 
should  bo  spent,  and  this  society  is  to  be  commended  for 
their  enterprise. 

The  Barton  Socials  have  fished  their  match  after  cer- 
tain postponements,  the  following  being  a complete  list 
of  winners  of  prizes  : Messrs.  W.  H.  Wood,  John  Fish, 
D.  Mort,  J.  Barlow,  W.  Ward,  J.  Oogden,  John  Kay, 
James  Woods,  James  Perkin,  and  F.  Wilkinson. 

A most  enjoyable  afternoon  v as  spent  at  Astley,  on 
the  16th,  in  a competition  for  prizes  promoted  by  Mrs. 
Unsworth,  of  the  Boat  House.  Most  of  the  competitors 
were  season  ticket-holders  for  the  adjacent  fishery,  and 
the  prizes  offered  were  won  as  follows  : 1st,  W.  Wild; 
2nd,  Walter  White;  3rd,  T.  Seed. 


FRCM  NCRFCLK. 

Very  little  has  been  done  during  the  past  few  days  by 
anglers  in  this  locality,  although  roach  .are  still  feeding 
fairly  at  Buckenham  and  Brundall,  on  the  Yare. 

The  best  sport  now  to  be  had  in  Norfolk  is  with  the 
codling,  on  the  coast  at  Cromer  and  Yarmouth.  At 
Cromer  the  best  fishing  is  to  be  had  from  .a  boat,  with 
hand  lines.  One  gentleman,  fishing  on  Monday,  took  162 
fish  in  two  hours,  and  on  Tuesday  he  and  a friend  took 
a similar  basket.  So  well  were  the  codlings  biting,  that 
no  sooner  were  the  lines  overboard  than  they  had  to  be 
hauled  in  again,  with  fish  on  every  hook.  At  Brejdon 
water,  near  Yarmouth,  the  best  way  is  to  fish  from  a 
boat,  with  rod  and  running  line,  with  two  or  three 
hooka  on  salmon  gut  attached,  baited  with  mussels. 

I was  rather  surprised  at  “ Templar’s  ” inference  re 
Norfolk  Broads  fishing.  He  might  at  least  give  the 
man  who  “ has  stories  of  immense  bream,  rudd,  and 
jack  ” some  credit,  instead  of  giving  it  all  to  him  who 
reports  of  fish  about  the  size  of  one’s  thumb.  The  fact 
is,  the  fish  on  the  Bure  are  small  indeed,  and  do  swarm 
in  thousands,  but  those  of  Yare  and  Wensum  are  fewer, 
and  are  really  good  fish — as  good  or  better  th  in  can  be 
taken  in  any  other  district  in  England. 


FRCM  NCTTINGHAM. 

Barbel  fishing  has  been  actively  pursued  on  the 
various  reaches  of  tho  Trent  in  this  district,  and, 
although  anglers  have  experienced  boisterous  weather- 
daring  the  past  few  days,  some  very  good  takes  of  fish 
have  come  to  baud.  The  river  slill  keeps  unusually 
low  and  bright,  and,  in  ord»r  to  obtain  sport,  the  fisher- 
men are  compelled  to  use  the  finest  possible  tackle  con- 
sistent with  durability. 

At  Shardlow,  on  Saturdiy,  Mr.  Jas.  Sylvester,  of  New 
Lenton,  killed,  with  worm,  severiteen  barbel,  all  of  good 
size,  and  on  Monday  he  re-vi-ited  the  same  swim  and 
caught  a dozen  additional  fish.  The  largest  weighed 
71b.  6oz.  and  was  recorded  on  the  books  of  the  Notting- 
ham Bowling  Green  Society,  which,  through  its 
treasurer  (Mr.  S.  Pogson),  has  announced  its  intention 
of  withdrawing  further  financial  support  to  the  Notts 
Anglers’  Association.  Barbel  have  also  been  taken  at 
Shardlow  by  Mr.  F.  Baker,  Mr.  E.  Siywell,  and  other 
Nottingham  gentlemen,  members  of  the  Wellington 
Society  which  rents  the  fishery. 

At  king’s  Mills  on  Friday,  Mr.  T.  Wood,  the  lessee, 
bagged  201b.  of  chub  ; on  Saturday  aftei-noon  he  tcok 
121b. ; on  Monday,  in  company  of  his  son,  Mr.  George 
Wood,  he  had  nearly  301b.  ; and  on  Tuesday,  alone,  he 
secured  above  301b.,  including  a handsome  specimen  of 
3Jlb.  Other  fish,  such  as  barbel  and  perch,  also  fell  to 
tho  skill  of  tho  same  gentleman.  Two  large  salmon  were 
hooked  by  Mr.  Beeton  whilst  dace  fishing  at  the  head  of 


Wenham  Hole,  but  both  broke  away.  Knndreds  of 
salmon  are  reported  to  be  ascornling  tho  Humber,  which 
is  a sure  sign  that  tho  fish  will  eutim  tho  'I'ccnt.  Scores, 
unfortunately,  have  been  .picked  up  dead  on  the  mud- 
banks  above  Gainsbo.rougli. 

Sport  is  poor  at  Sawley  and  in  that  district,  but  some 
fine  lots  of  roach  have  been  got  with  creed  wheat  at 
Beeston. 

There  is  not  much  doing  at  Wilford,  except  by  tho  fly 
fishermen.  Foul  fishing  for  barbel  has  been  rampant, 
but  is  likely  soon  to  be  suppressed. 

Barbel  have  come  from  Holme  Pierrepont,  Colwick, 
Morgan  Hills,  Shelford,  and  Averham. 

In  the  Holme  length,  near  Newark,  Mr.  David  Slater, 
the  well-'Known  rod  and  reel  manufacturer,  has  taken  in 
five  short  visits  no  fewer  than  forty-one  barbel.  The 
employes  of  this  eminent  firm  fished  their  annual  match  in 
the  Witham  at  Bennington  a few  days  ago,  when  the  com- 
petition, in  which  several  ladies  took  part,  proved  a 
great  success.  

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

When  the  gala  day  of  the  Association  comes  round 
it  is  a sure  sign  that  we  are  nearing  the  beginning  of 
the  end.  To  Sheffield  anglers  it  is  the  match  of  the 
year,  all  other  competitions  fading  into  comparative 
insignificance  by  the  side  of  ” T’sociation  iriatcli,”  as  it 
is  dubbed  by  tbe  local  rodsters.  This  year  the  venue 
was  changed  to  Kirkstcad,  near  Boston,  on  tho  Witham, 
and  that  the  change  was  well  advised  was  apparent 
from  tho  results  of  tho  day’s  fishing.  There  were  546 
entrants,  at  Is.  each,  many  of  whom  journeyed  from 
Sheffield  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  although  the  majority 
went  by  special  train  on  the  day  of  tho  match,  Monday. 
After  the  draw  for  stations,  and  other  preliminaries, 
fishing  commenced  at  12.15,  and  ceased  at  3.30,  when  all 
had  caught  fish,  and  in  moderate  weight,  too,  the  first 
six  prize-winners  taking  661b.  among  them.  Taken  as 
a whole  the  catches  were  the  heaviest  ever  i-ecerded 
in  an  Association  match,  while  the  conditions  under 
which  the  match  w'as  fished,  and  the  general  arrange- 
ments connected  therewith,  were,  thanks  to  the  officials, 
as  favourable  as  could  have  been  desired.  The  weather, 
too,  was  all  that  could  be  wished,  there  being  not  too 
much  sun,  and  a fair  amount  of  heat,  while  the  water 
was  in  nice  trim  and  the  fish  well  on  the  feed.  The 
winner  was  W.  Hall,  of  Sheffield,  who,  with  111b.  1 loz., 
took  the  first  prize  of  £5.  H.  Biggin  was  second  with 
121b.  15jOz.  ; J.  Ward,  third,  with  121b.  loz  ; A.  Pope, 
fourth,  with  81b,  14oz.  ; W.  H.  Brownhill,  fifth,  with 
81b.  lljoz.,  and  J.  LinRy,  sixth,  with  81b  loz.  There 
were  fifty-one  p>rize-takers,  the  lowest  catch  among 
them  being  31b.  Tbe  prize  money  amounted  to  £45, 
given  by  the  Association,  while  there  were  about  a 
hundred  additional  prizes,  valued  at  about  £21.  Taken 
altogether  the  Association  match  of  1863  was  a thorough 
success,  and  must  have  made  those  feel  uncomfortable 
who  have  year  after  year  urged  its  abolition. 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

Shropshire  anglers  will  note  with  satisf.iction  the 
incroa'-ed  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  in 
checking  the  poaching  of  the  river,  which  lias  been  so 
systematically  practised  by  old  hands  for  so  long.  In 
consequenc6)of  representations  being  mud  j. by  the  Iron- 
bridge  anglers  to  the  .Shrew.sbury  officRls  of  the  Boird 
of  Conservators,  that  illegal  practices  were  being 
extensively  carried  on  in  the  neighbourhoods  of  Cres- 
sage  and  Cound,  the  local  baliff  was  instructed  to  pay 
particular  attention  to  this  part  of  tne  river,  and  he 
was  soon  successful  in  detecting  one  of  the  ofi'enders— a 
man  named  Thomas  Rodgers.  This  person  was,  at  the 
instance  of  the  bailiff,  John  Hcllius,  charged  before  the 
magistrates  of  the  Uondover  Petty  Sessional  Division 
on  Saturday  with  laying  two  night  lines  containing 
many  more  than  the  regulation  number  of  hooks,  while 
l)ossessing  only  a licsuce  for  one  line.  The  defendant 
was  vehement  in  his  protestation  of  innocent  intent,  but 
the  long  record  of  previous  convictions  produced  in 
court  indneed  the  Bench  to  inflict  a penalty  of  £2  an  I 
costs — £2  9s.  fid.  in  all. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  example  will  act  as  a wholesome 
caution  to  like  offenders.  The  river  in  many  places 
has  been  practically  depopulated  by  persistent  poach- 
ing, and  until  these  nefarious  practices  are  effectually 
stopped,  trout  fishing  will  never  be  satisfactory.  Between 
Pool  (Juay  and  Montford  Bridge,  for  instance,  where 
excellent  trout  fishing  has  been  obtainable  in  the  past, 
the  fish  .are  now  few  and  far  between,  and  a like  state 
of  things  exists  in  many  other  districts. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  in  this  district  during  the  week  is  cpiite 
of  an  advanced  autumnal  character,  nice  sunshine  by 
day,  the  nights  frosty  and  cold  ; the  trees  are  in  the 
‘‘sere  and  yellow  leaf,”  and  some  of  the  stream,-?  arc 
full  of  dead  leaves.  The  grayling  have  gone  fairly  well 
during  tho  week,  and  some  very  nice  baskets  have  been 
taken  with  both  maggot  and  fly  on  the  Terne  ; in  that 
river  the  dace  have  taken  the  maggot  well  in  certain 
localities.  The  water  is  lower  than  I ever  remember  it 
and  the  waders  are  indispensable  if  you  are  to  get  sport. 
Chub,  roach,  and  dace,  have  given  f;iir  sport  in  the 
Severn,  and  in  the  Avon  at  Deiford  and  Eckington  some 
very  heavy  baskets  of  roach  and  bream  have  been  taken 
with  stewed  wheat  and  the  bean.  Pike  are  feeding  well 
now,  live  baits,  dead  gorge,  or  artificial  minnow  have 
been  successful,  but  none  ol  a largo  size  have  been 
taken. 

The  clubs  are  making  tlia  most  of  the  time  before  the 
close  of  the  trout  season.  The  St.  John’s  Amateur 
Anglers  have  their  annual  competition  on  the  21st.  The 
Izaak  Walton  Club  fished  their  third  competition  on  the 
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26th,  and  the  Challenge  Cup  Competition  (all  clubs)  on 
the  28th. 

We  regret  to  record  the  death  ot  Mr.  E.  H.  Bowen. 
He  was  president  of  the  district  Angling  Association, 
and  of  the  City  of  Worcester  Angling  Association  and 
of  the  Worcester  Working  Men’s  Angling  Association. 
He  was  a thorough  sportsman,  equally  good  with  the 
rod  or  gun.  a genial  companion,  and  a kind  friend.  A 
most  successful  man  of  business,  a member  of  the  City 
Council,  and  of  the  School  Board,  he  died  full  of  honours 
and  regretted  by  all.  

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Some  smart  showers  of  rain  on  Monday  evening  and 
Tuesday  morning  have  had  the  effect  of  colouring  some 
of  the  streams,  but  there  is  no  real  improvement, 
strictly  speaking.  A number  of  gentleipen  belonging 
to  the  York  Waltonian  Society  visited  the  Der\vent  on 
Monday,  but  only  moderate  sport  was  experienced. 
The  water  was  low  and  clear,  and  there  was  a rather 
boisterous  wind.  Messrs.  E.  Staines,  E.  Simpson, 
T.  Steel,  and  J.  Davison  made  the  principal  catches. 
The  City  of  York  Angling  Society  also  fished  a match 
in  the  same  stream  on  Saturday,  when  Mr.  Ralph 
Broadley  had  tlb.  5oz.,  Mr.  J.  H.  Cooper,  31b.  Coz.  ; and 
Messrs.  W.  Green  and  Hewson,  21b.  lloz.  each.  A 
little  bottom  fishing  has  been  done  in  the  Ouse,  but 
there  is  practically  nothing  to  chronicle. 

Some  fairly  successful  grayling  fishing  has  been  had 
in  the  Godbeck,  at  Thirsk,  during  the  past  few  days. 
The  two  or  three  frosty  nights  we  have  experienced 
have  done  a lot  of  good,  and  the  fish  are  reported  to  be 
in  excellent  condition.  Mr.  James  Lee,  Mr.  George 
Hodgson,  and  Mr.  George  Dodsworth,  of  Thirsk,  have 
had  some  good  panniers.  Trout  have  already  commenced 
to  spawn,  and  there  are  prospects  of  a good  grayling 
season.  


FROM  IRELAND. 

KERRY.— The  weather  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
past  week  has  been  too  bright,  and  sport,  generally 
speaking,  has  been  slack  in  consequence.  On  Water- 
ville  Lake  the  trout  are  numerous,  and  good  sport  is  anti- 
cipated with  the  advent  of  rain.  A few  salmon  have  been 
had  trolling.  On  Coppal  Lake  the  brown  trout  angling 
has  declined,  while  the  white  trout  afforded  but  slight 
sport.  A fine  specimen  of  the  latter,  weighing  over  31b. 
was  had  on  Wednesday  last  by  Mr.  R.  Bennett  on  this 
water.  On  Lough  Derriana  some  good  baskets  have 
been  had.  On  Drenane  Lake  the  brown  trout  angling 
has  been  well  up  to  the  average,  while  .anglers  out  on 
Lough  Cummeravanig  have  had  large  b.askets  of  brown 
trout.  The  river  Cummeragh  has  been  fished  with  only 
poor  results. 

In  the  South  Kerry  mountain  lakes  the  brown  trout 
angling  has  been  very  good.  The  sea  angling  has  also 
been  good.  At  Waterville  anglers  out  after  pollack  have 
had,  on  an  average,  thirty  pollack  to  each  hand  line, 
while  gurnet,  bream,  and  whiting  have  afforded  excel- 
lent sport.  Mackerel  are  around  in  immense  shoals  in 
every  bay  and  harbour,  and  large  captures  have  been 
recorded  everywhere. 


The  Artful  Club  Angler,  says  a correspondent,  is 
nearly  always  in  “ the  know.  ’ Upon  this  depends  his 
success.  He  shadows  all — successful  or  the  opposite.  He 
is  always  on  the  look-out.  If  one  meets  him  in  the  street, 
this  is  his  first  question,  “ How  did  -you  get  on  last 
week  ? ” There  is  one  virtue  in  this  craving  after  news 
and  information,  he  attends  all  meetings,  and  one  cannot 
escape  him.  Question  upon  ([uestion  is  asked  re  colour, 
condition,  and  height  of  water,  Ac.  If  anything  prevents 
him  going  out  on  club  nights,  he  is  sure  to  be  at  the 
station  to  see  who  comes  home,  and  what  they  have 
caught ; but  when  out  on  the  warpath,  tie  will  sooner 
lay  his  rod  down  and  light  his  pipe  than  let  one  see 
wiiat  bait  he  is  using.  Then  he  shifts  about,  works 
hard,  keeps  dark,  and  often  books  on  to  another  st.ation 
and  works  back,  his  motto  being  “ Tell  nothing.”  Thus 
many  men  keep  up  their  reputation  and  catch  fish, 
where  others  fail. 

Considering  (says  the  fitnflordsliire  Advertiser  of 
Sept.  10),  that  for  more  than  200  years  the  town  of 
Stafford  has  benefited  by  the  bequest  made  by  Izaak 
Walton,  the  failure  of  the  municipal  authorities  to  do 
conventional  honour  to  his  memory  by  celebrating  the 
tercentenary  of  his  birth  was  disappointing,  if  not  dis- 
creditable. It  appears  from  an  advertisement  in  another 
column  that  the  ecclesiastical  authorities  have  deter- 
mined to  make  up  for  the  omission  by  commemorating 
the  tercentenary  of  the  good  man’s  baptism,  which  took 
idace  at  St.  Mary’s  Church  on  September  21,  1-W3. 
Accordingly,  on  Thursday  next  there  will  be  special 
services  in  that  church,  at  two  of  which  the  \ cry  Rev. 
the  Dean  of  Winchester  will  bo  the  preacher.  Dr. 
Kitchin  is  not  only  at  the  head  of  the  chapter  of  the 
cathedral  in  which  Walton  was  laid  to  rest  on 
December  1683,  but,  if  wo  mistake  not,  he  is  an 
ardent  angler,  so  that  there  is  a twofold  appropriateness 
in  his  being  the  special  i)i’eacher  on  this  occasion.  On 
the  following  Sunday  there  will  i^e  a harvest  festival  at 
St.  Mary’s,  when  the  j:>reacher  will  be  the  \ en.  the  Arch- 
deacon of  Stoke-on-Trent.  Evensong  on  both  days  will 
be  full  choral. 


PAUTNKIl.— Wanteil  by  a well-known  i)ractical  angler  and 
manufacturer  of  Ingh-ciass  llsliing  tackle,  with  very  uld- 
eRtablished  conuectioii.  a Partner  to  join  him  in  reinoving  to 
London  (West-end).  Must  he  an  angler,  but  knowledge  ol  trade 
not  jrccessary.  About  £L’i)iin,  lligh-cluss  reference's  given  and 
required. — Address  '■  Partnei-ship,"  <■  o.  Mtmrger,  Fi^ttiruj  (o/r-tir, 
St.  Dunatiin's  H > re,  Fetter-lane,  Londi  " 


THE  GRESHAM  EXHIBITION. 

On  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday  last  the 
Gresham  Anglers  held  their  annual  exhibition,  consist- 
ing of  cases  of  stuffed  fish,  fishing  tackle,  paintings, 
artificial  and  other  baits,  aquatic  birds,  Ac.  The 
exhibitors  numbered  sixty-six.  and  there  were  231- 
separate  exhibits.  Starting  with  Mr.  Hoyle,  we  notice 
his  admirable  collection  of  flies  (own  make),  rods,  hooks, 
baits,  photographs,  and  materials  for  fly-tyers  and 
hackles;  Mr.  James  Tayler’s  (“Red  Palmer”)  much- 
coveted  little  rod,  Oft.  6in..  by  Hardy  Bros.,  and  weigh- 
ing only  8Joz.  ; Mr.  Abraham's  twenty-six  comic  pisca- 
torial sketches  and  photo  of  a northern  angler  with 
whom  Mr.  Abraham  fished  five  days,  capturing  850  trout ; 
Mr.  Close’s  paintings  of  fish,  salmon  head,  caught  on 
trout  rod,  cards  of  flies  tied  by  Mr.  Goodwin,  &c.  ; Mr. 
Glendening,  flies  and  beetles  made  by  Queen  Charlotte  ; 
Mr.  Alfred’s  diploma,  show  case  replete  with  up-to-date 
tackle,  and  two  oil-paintings,  “The  Rise  ” and  “Not 
Caught  Yet  ” ; Mr.  White’s  three  rods,  patent  rod  stand, 
fly-tyer’s  complete  outfit,  and  box  of  flies  ; Mr. 
Whitaker’s  man-faced  crab,  lift.  Gin.  across  ; Mr.  Powlo 
West’s  rudd  of  21b.  8Joz.,  and  pictures;  Mr.  G.  Allen’s 
rods,  cases  of  fish,  birds,  and  five  oil-paintings  ; Mr.  E.  J. 
Chambers’  three  cases  of  fish  ; dog-fish,  sun-fish,  and  eel  of 
J-lb.  lloz.  ; three  jaw-bones  and  tail  of  a barbel,  lent  by 
the  Greenwich  A.  !S.  : Mr.  T.  S.  Webb’s  case  of  perch,  one 
sea  bream,  chub,  dace,  trout.  Ac.,  and  a mallet  (wooden 
hammer),  nut  mullet,  found  in  a trawl  net  of  the 
Game  Cock,  in  1887,  in  the  North  Sea,  covered  with 
anemones  ; the  champion  rudd,  of  31b.  9oz.,  silver 
bream,  61b.  loz.,  engravings  and  water-colour  drawings 
exhibited  by  the  City  Piscatorials  ; Dr.  Brunton’s  case 
of  grayling,  case  of  trout  and  grayling,  chub  and  roach, 
221b.  pike,  and  small  one  taken  with  the  fly  (Dr. 
Brunton’s  case  of  grayling  and  trout  shows  how  “ trout 
in  a river  usually  takes  up  its  place,  and,  on  rising  at 
a fly,  takes  it  and  retires  backw.ards,  tail  first,  to  its 
original  place.  A grayling  rising  from  the  same  spot 
takes  the  fly  and,  turning  over,  goes  down  head  first. 
On  reaching  the  bottom  it  has  so  changed  its  place  that 
the  movement  may  be  described  as  the  formation  of  a 
triangle,  the  apex  of  which  is  the  fly  and  the  base  a 
line  from  the  position  of  starting  to  that  of  rest”)  ; 
line  made  from  human  hair,  with  which  he  has 
captured  fish— some  “pickled”  dace  four  years  in 
bottle,  &c.  ; Foster’s  celebrated  steel-ribbed  rods,  a full 
notice  of  which  appeared  in  last  week’s  Gazette;  Mr.  Vail’s 
three-horned  rockiing  taken  off  Brighton  ; Mr.  Jardine’s 
cast  of  Wandle  trout,  by  Buckland,  painted  by  Rolfe 
(possibly  about  the  last  complete  work  done  by  the  two), 
portrait  of  Rolfe  in  oil  ; Mr.  C.  Walker’s  161b.  jilke  ; 
Mr.  Anstiss,  of  the  Junior  Fly  Fishers  (a  promising 
young  naturalist),  exhibited  a large  case  of  twenty-two 
roach,  weighing  221b.,  represented  as  thrown  carelessly 
on  the  bank  as  when  caught — a really  charming  piece 
of  workmanship ; Mr.  R.  B.  Marston’s  Loch  Leven 
31b.  trout  from  the  Wandle  and  deformed  jack 
(exhibited  at  the  Broxbourne  Walton  Tercentenary)  ; 
three  cases  of  fish  by  the  Brompton  Angling  Society; 
two  cases  of  fish  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Hearn;  Mr.  T.  Gilbert’s 
oil  painting,  cases  of  fish,  birds,  and  grappling  iron  for 
clearing  weeds  (every  angler  should  have  one) ; the  261b. 
pike  “ Jonas,”  taken  from  Dobbs’s  Weir  private  fishery 
by  Mr.  Jona.s  ; Mr.  Norman’s  grand  collection  ot  over 
150  old,  curious,  rare,  valued,  and  valuable  books, 
etchings,  paintings,  engravings,  water-colours,  oils 
(including  a Rolfe),  curios — in  all  about  200  exhibits — 
china,  bronzes.  Ac.,  Ac.  ; Mr.  R.  B.  Lodge’s  large  col- 
lection of  piscatorial  photos  ; and  oil  painting  of  “ Izaak 
Walton,”  after  Hujsman,  lent  by  Mr.  Angelinetta — 
copies  of  which  may  be  obtained  for  clubs,  Ac.,  at  106, 
City-road,  price  50s.  ; Mr.  Hesse’s  collection,  consisted 
of  seven  cases  of  birds,  a crook-tail  roach,  and  case  of 
fish  from  Kelvedon,  mounted  and  painted  by  himself — 
and,  if  not  tiring  the  reader  too  much,  worthy  of  special 
mention:  One  fish  in  landing-net,  hook  in  mouth,  float  and 
line  showing,  and  also  top  joint,  as  if  just  iilaced  on 
the  ground  previous  to  getting  the  hook  out;  one  fish 
curled  round  on  its  stomach,  gasping,  with  the  blood 
running  from  its  gills  ; one  fish  half  inside  a linen  bag, 
with  ground  bait  and  gentle  box  at  the  side  ; two  other 
fish  are  crossed  with  the  leaves  clinging  to  them.  The 
background  is  a water-colour  drawing  of  a well-known 
spot  on  the  Gresham  water  at  Kelvedon,  sketched  by 
himself  on  the  day  of  the  casting  tournament.  Mr. 
Frank  James’s  oil  iiaintiiigs,  water-colour  drawings, 
and  lib.  loz.  dace  : Mr.  Jack  Ellis’s  311b.  pike,  171b. 
pike,  31b.  5oz.  tench,  121b.  carp,  4Jlb.  chub,  roach,  perch, 
pair  of  pike  heads,  trout  of  21b.  15oz.,  “Jonah,”  Ac.; 
Mr.  Mignot’s  celebrated  oil  painting  by  Rolfe  ; Mr. 
Clement’s  oil  painting  by  Rolfe,  and  French  bronze 
statuettes  ; Mr.  Willsherc's  Avon  trout  of  121b.,  and 
case  of  dace  ; Mr.  Fosbrook’s  collection  of  old  and 
curious  winches,  and  products  used  in  making  fishing 
tackle  ; Mr.  Ohlson’s  cases  of  loch  flies  and  general 
curios  ; The  Friendly  Anglers’  three  oil  paintings,  model 
of  “ The  Enthusiast,”  golden  tench,  turbot,  head  of  jack 
choked  by  barbel,  head  of  pike,  snuff  box,  Ac.  ; 
Mr.  Mark  Davis’s  winch  made  in  1815,  taper 
hair-line  as  designed  by  Izaak  Walton,  new  rod  top  for 
sea-fishing,  Ac.  ; Mr.  H.  Evens’  barbel  of  8ilb.,  mahseer 
fishing  picture,  and  the  Acme  line  which  was  recently 
instrumental  in  saving  a human  life;  Mr.  Dangerfield’s 
Thames  trout,  111b.  2oz.,  taken  April  29, 18113  (as  splendid 
a specimen  of  fish  as  ever  mounted,  and,  it  might  almost 
be  said,  ever  seen);  Mr.  Goodsvin’s  “baby  ” roach  of 
21b.  Kljoz.  ; Mr.  Canton’s  eight  cases  ot  fish ; Mr. 
Dennis’s  two  carp,  one  of  161b.  and  another  of  181h.  5oz. ; 
the  proprietor  of  Masons'  Hall  Tavern  (Mr.  Wood’s) 


varied  assortments  of  curios,  snake,  frog,  centipede, 
beetles,  fish,  sea  porcupine,  bottle  containing  three 
queen  ants,  horned  fish,  Ac.  ; Mr.  C.  Smale’s  exhibit  of 
French  hooks,  and  a host  of  interesting  and  valuable 
curiosities  seldom  brought  together  for  the  delectation 
of  the  followers  of  the  gentle  art.  The  Gresham  Angling 
Society  are  to  be  congratulated  on  once  more  taking 
the  gold  modal  for  their  delightful  and  instructive 
exhibition  of  1893. 


IS  FISHING  A CRUEL  SPORT? 

Four  closely-written  “sides”  of  copy  had  been 
prepared  to  give  the  reader.s  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
“ Dragnet’s  ” opinions  as  to  the  cruelty  of  catching  fish 
either  for  food  or  as  ornaments  for  the  angler’s  den. 
The  waste-paper  basket  received  it  as  soon  as  I read  the 
following  in  the  Yorkshire  Weekly  Post : 

Whatever  previous  uncertainty  may  have  existed  on 
the  question,  there  can  be  no  longer  any  doubt  that  Tit- 
Bits  is  a comic  journal.  It  clearly  vindicated  its  claim 
to  that  position  in  last  week’s  issue  by  publishing  a 
letter  signed  “ Son  in  the  Faith  of  Izaak  Walton  ” on  the 
subject  " Is  fishing  a cruel  sport?”  My  sense  of  the 
humorous  not  being  so  keen  as  some  folks’,  when  I first 
saw  the  letter  in  question,  while  making  a short  railway 
journey,  I began  to  read  it  seriously,  and  it  was  some 
little  time  before  it  dawned  upon  me  that  the  whole 
thing  must  have  been  intended  as  a huge  joke.  It  is  a 
splendid  bit  of  work,  and  teems  with  subtle  sarcasms 
when  you  come  to  look  at  it  through  the  right- 
coloured  glasses.  After  briefly  touching  on  the 
object  of  sporting  fishing,  the  writer  goes  on  to 
suggest  in  an  irresistibly  serio-comic  manner — at  least, 
I take  it  as  such— “ the  absence  of  a brain,  or  anything 
approaching  to  a nervous  system”  in  fish,  and  reaches 
the  climax  of  the  joke  in  the  words,  “ Out  of  every 
hundred  fish  I have  caught  I have  discovered  that  fully 
fifty  of  them  are  never  touched  by  the  hook  at  all.  The 
hook  (this  is  fly-fishing)  goes  into  the  swivel  at  the  side 
of  the  mouth.”  I have  heard  of  cock-eyed  perch  and 
hammer-headed  sharks,  but— the  swivel-mouthed  trout 
or  silmon  ! — Good  gracious  ! somebody  will  be  springing 
a patent  throttle-valved  angler  on  us  next,  and  that 
would  be  too  funny  for  anything.  A little  later  on  I let 
off  the  joke  at  a friend  who  has  a world-wide  angling 
reputation  of  many  years’  standing,  as  we  sat  at  meat 
together. 

" How  do  you  catch  your  fish  P ” I asked  casually. 

“ Same  way  as  you  catch  yours — hook  ’em,  of  course. 
Think  I put  some  salt  on  their  tails  ? ” he  replied  sarcas- 
tically. 

“ Then  you’re  wrong,”  I returned,  with  a gravity 
becoming  the  occasion.  “The  proper  way  is  to  fasten 
the  hook  in  the  swivel  at  the  corner  of  the  mouth.” 

“ I_er— . Say  thatagain.  I don’t  quite  follow  you,” 
he  said,  with  a painfully  perplexed  look. 

“ Oh.  it’s  quite  simple.  Nothing  could  be  plainer,  in 
fact,”  I observed,  as  I brought  out  the  paper  and  read 
the  extract  slowly  and  impressively.  His  face  turned 
pate,  and  a wild  look  came  into  his  eyes  as  I emphasised 
each  word  so  strongly  that  it  would  have  sunk  six 
inches  into  a brick  wall. 

“ Yes,  it— it  sounds  simple  enough,  and  yet  somehow 
j_I  can’t  catch  the  drift  of  it,”  he  faltered  pitifully. 
Then  he  went  on  in  a wail  of  despair ; — “ I’m  afraid 
there’s  something  the  matter  with  me  that  makes  me 
so  dense.  I’ve  felt  it  coming  on  a long  time,  but  I 
never,  never  dreamt  it  would  end  like  this ; and 
absently  blowing  his  nose  on  the  serviette,  he  spat  in 
the  finger-glass,  and  rushed  off  to  the  doctor  to  ascertain 
whether  it'  was  Asiatic  cholera  or  only  incipient 
softening  of  the  brain. 


Making  a mountain  stream  run  above  a railroad  track 
is  a unique  piece  of  engineering  that  the  Southern 
Pacific  Railroad  is  shortly  to  commence  near  'Wright’s 
station,  in  the  Santa  Crnz  Mountains,  in  California. 
When  completed  it  will  probably  make  the  largest 
artificial  cataract  in  the  world. 

The  troupe  of  eight  collies  that  are  to  appear  at  the 
Royal  Aquarium  on  Monday  next,  the  25th  inst.,  will 
enact  quite  a little  stage  play.  After  performing  some 
clever  and  quite  new  feats,  which  they  will  do  (having 
been  trained  in  kindness)  without  the  instigation  of  a 
whip  or  stick.  The  dogs  will  of  their  own  accord  (on  a 
stage  property  house  appearing  to  be  on  fire)  rush  off  on 
their  hind  legs  and  fetch  from  the  wings  of  the  stage  a 
fire-escape,  trundling  it  up  to  and  placing  it  against  the 
burning  house.  Bruce,  the  head  (dog)  fireman,  rushes 
up  the  ladder,  and,  entering  through  the  window  of  the 
top  floor  room,  returns,  carrying  a child  in  its  mouth, 
with  which  it  carefully  descends,  and  deposits  its  burden 
safely  on  the  ground.  Bruce,  wno  is  supposed  to  have 
been  injured  during  the  rescue,  simulates  death.  One 
of  the  collies  rushes  off  for  a policeman,  returning  with 
a dog  costumed  as  a policeman,  wheeling  an  ambnlance, 
into  which  poor  Bruce  is  placed  ; its  widow,  a collie  in 
petticoats,  apparently  greatly  distressed,  mourning  over 
the  dead  body,  and  finally  over  its  funeral. 


IlAKiiY  Mixers  Toil  Lo.no  and  Hard  In  the  bowels,  of  the 
earth  to  bring  forth  preciou.s  gems  and  metals  for  the  use  and 
pleasure  of  their  fellows.  In  many  parts  of  the  world  the  pick 
anil  shovel  have  struck  the  first  Wow  of  eivilisation.  Holloway's 
Pills  and  ( tintment  have  been  potent  factors  in  the  quick  march 
of  progress,  for  they  h-ive  given  the  armour  of  good  health  ahd 
strength  to  travellers  both  by  sea  and  land.  They  jiroteet  the 
■system  from  attacks  of  di.seasc  evcn.in  climates  where  its  inllu- 
ence  is  fatally  felt.  During  the  present  hot  weather,  when 
stomach  and  liver  compl-iints.  diarrhoji,  dysentery,  Ac.,  are 
liable  to  attack-  anyone,  these  remedies  wi'l  be  found  simply 
* invaluable. 
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NATHAN’S  PATENT  ClUAllS. 

The  International  Tobacco  Exhibition,  now  being 
held  at  tho  Royal  Aquarium,  is  undoubtedly  an  un- 
qualified euocoss.  One  of  the — if  not  ihe  greatest 
novelty  in  conneetion  with  it  is  the  “ Nathan’s  Patent  ” 
cigar.  Crowds  of  visitors  are  attracted  to  the  stall, 
anxious  to  discover  what  there  can  be  about  a cigar  to 
cill  it  a “ patent.”  Tho  courteous  attendants,  only 
too  anxious  to  explain  this  latest  of  modern  inventions, 
show  how,  by  the  simplest  eontrivance,  all  the  thousand 
and  one  implements  placed  upon  the  market  for  re- 
moving the  end  of  the  cigar  before  it  can  be  smoked  have 
been  entirely  superseded.  The  “ Don  Diego  Velasquez,” 
Nathan’s  Patent  Cigar,  has,  inserted  horizontally  near 
the  month  end,  a tiny  quill  tube,  punctured  in  the  centre 
and  hollow  at  the  ends.  This  ingenious  contrivance,  like 
most  of  the  great  inventions — simplicity  itself— renders 
all  cutting  or  biting  off  unnecessary,  secures  a perfectly 
free,  easy,  and  comfortable  draught,  and  smokes  level  to 
the  end.  Anglers  are  always  ready  to  appreciate 
novelties  and  inventions,  especially  when  they  are  im- 
provements. Economy  and  comfort  are  the  two  impor- 
tant factors  in  the  “ Don  Diego  Velasquez,”  or 
“Nathan’s  Patent”  Cigars,  and  no  doubt  the  low 
price  at  which  they  are  offered — 2d.  and  3d.  each — will 
secure  for  their  inventor  a world-wide  fame,  and,  for  the 
cigars,  a world-wide  sale  among  those  who  smoke  cigars 
at  the  prices  mentioned. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

W.  S. — If  a clean  copy,  the  book  is  worth  about  5s.  to 
7s.  Cd. 

James  ’Tams. — You  cannot  do  better  than  consult  Mr. 
Ford,  of  the  Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,  Lincolnshire. 

W.  Randan. — Plenty  of  free  fishing,  and  on  the  day 
you  name. 

G.  C.  Lacebt.  — If  you  can  take  live  bait  with 
you,  do  so.  You  will  find  a little  difficulty  in  trans- 
porting them,  but  nothing  is  better  for  your  purposp 
than  a Thames  dace.  You  are  almost  certain  to  be 
able  to  obtain  some  at  the  local  tackle  shops.  -If  not, 
do  the  next  best  thing — catch  a few  for  yourself. 
Gudgeon  are  also  very  “ killing.” 

C.  E.  D. — Both  at  Maidenhead  and  Swindon  you  will 
find  plenty  of  roach  and  chub  fishing.  You  could  also 
try  fly-fishing  for  dace  ; although  you  would  take  more 
fish  just  now  with  the  red  worm. 


ComspotilJntct 

STEE  CRIBBED  RODS. 

Sir, — Allow  us  to  thank  you  for  the  trouble  you  have 
taken  in  getting  the  above  rods  tested.  The  lOJft. 
“ Dovedale”  came  out  just  as  well  as  we  had  expected, 
i.e.,  as  well  as  it  was  possible  for  a rod  to  do;  the 
8ft.  “Derbyshire  Switch”  was  not  built  for  a south 
country  chalk  stream,  where  bank  fishing  and  long 
casting  make  a rod  under  9ft.  useless,  it  being  built 
for  use  on  small  mountain  streams  and  for  wading  ; and, 
as  an  advance  on  the  Yankey  6^oz.  weights — it  being 
but  6oz.,  we  find  it  just  as  much  ahead  of  all  other 
8Jft.  rods  of  ioz.  to  loz.  heavier,  as  the  10|ft.  “ Dove- 
dale”  is  of  any  other  lOJft.  rod  it  has  been  compared 
with.— I am,  &c.,  D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 


THE  GREAT  OUSE. 

Sir, — I have  just  returned  from  spending  a fortnight's 
holiday  six  miles  this  side  of  St.  Ives,  viz.,  at  a village 
named  Swavesey.  It  was  my  first  acquaintance  with 
the  river  of  which  I had  so  often  read  and  heard  about, 
and,  on  my  arrival  on  its  banks,  I was  struck  by  the 
home-like  spots  in  various  parts  of  the  river,  in  which  I 
felt  positive  fish  were  to  be  found  ; there  was  one  draw- 
back on  my  arriving  there  which  prevented  me  obtaining 
the  sport  I anticipated,  and  that  was  the  tropical 
weather  and  the  lowness  of  the  water,  on  account  of  the 
absence  of  rain,  and,  although  I was  not  very  succe.ssful 
in  getting  anything  very  special  in  the  way  of  good  fish, 
I was  a witness  to  a good  take  of  bream  by  Mr. 
Beaumont,  the  schoolmaster  of  Swavesey,  who,  from 
6 till  10  p.m.,  succeeded  in  capturing  311b.  on  the 
Thursday  evening,  and  eleven  fish  weighing  341b.  on  the 
Friday  evening,  in  about  the  same  time.  The  gardener 
at  the  vicarage  of  Swavesey  is  also  a very  ardent  angler, 
he  also  succeeded  in  capturing  271b.  of  bream,  the 
largest  about  51b.  The  station-master  and  Dr.  Ellis,  of 
Swavesey,  also  had  good  takes  of  bream  of  201b.  and 
upwards,  and  what  I saw  convinced  me  of  the  immense 
quantity  of  fish  in  tho  river.  Since  returning  to  London 
I have  received  a letter  from  Mr.  B.,  in  which  he 
informs  me  that  during  two  Saturdays,  last  pike  fishing 
season,  he  took  5.51b.  weight  of  pike,  spinning  with 
the  natural  bait,  which  I have  no  reason  to  doubt, 
and  the  largest,  weighing  111b.,  he  has  had  set  up. 

On  the  Saturday  jirevious  to  my  leaving  for  town  I 
started  for  a day’s  roach  fishing.  I anchored  my  boat 
about  300  to  400  yards  above  Holywell  Ferry  (about  two 
miles  from  Swavesey  Station),  and  succeeded  in  cap- 
turing between  151b.  and  201b.  weight  of  roach  in  capital 
condition,  five  of  which  weighed:  15oz.,  lib.,  11b.  2oz., 
11b.  2ioz.,  and  11b.  5oz.,  caught  on  Saturday  and  weighed 
in  London  on  Monday  morning  about  12  o’clock.  I 
should  say  that  it  is  to  the  advantage  of  the  angler  to 
fish  from  a boat,  which  are  obtainable  at  Holywell 
Perry  (of  Metcalf)  at  Is.  or  Is.  (>d.  per  day,  not  the  class  of 
boat  that  we  are  accustomed  to  get  in  and  around 
London,  but  a boat  well  suited  to  tho  reciuirements  of 
the  angler,  rather  heavy  and  Hat-bottomoy,  and  one  that 


takes  some  upsetting,  as  tho  boat  I was  in  collided  with 
one  of  a string  of  barges  coming  at  a fairly  good  pace 
down  tho  stream  and  was  not  upset. 

I was  agreeably  surprised  to  find  that  the  country  is 
well  wooded,  although  Pen  country,  and  the  eye  cannot 
rove  for  miles  without  meeting  with  a hedge,  which  I 
had  fully  expected,  in  addition  to  which  there  is  plenty 
of  bird  life,  moorhens,  dabcbicks,  herons,  pewits,  &c., 
abound,  which,  from  an  angler’s  point  of  view,  makes 
the  surroundings  most  charming.  As  regards  lodgings, 
they  are  to  be  obtained  at  very  reasonable  charges  in 
various  houses  in  Swavesey. 

In  conclusion  I would  advise  those  who  wish  a quiet 
holiday,  with  good  fishing  and  pleasant  surroundings, 
and  at  a reasonable  charge,  to  try  Swavesey,  and  they 
will  return,  like  myself,  better  in  health  and  thoroughly 
satisfied  in  every  respect  with  their  outing. — I am,  &c., 

F.  Bickford. 

N.B. — Tho  station-master  will  supply  any  information 
respecting  lodgings,  &c.,  or  consult  G.E.R.  list  of 
apartments.  ____ 


PISH  POACHING. 

Sib, — Your  correspondent  “ C.  W.  W.,”  in  his  para- 
graph “Circumventing  Pish  Poaching,”  has  inad- 
vertently thrown  out  a suggestion  for  the  destruction  of 
coarse  fish,  which  is  very  illiberal  towards  general 
sportsmen  and  instructive  to  the  poacher  (both  young 
and  old);  but  allow  me  to  inform  him  that  the  use  of 
Coculus  Indirtis  is  illegal,  and  punishable,  and  quite 
right  it  should  be  so,  for  a more  dastardly  method  of 
destroying  fish  cannot  be  conceived  ; and  I am  at  a loss 
to  think  that  the  trout  fisher  should  be  mean  enough  to 
wish  it  all  one  way  ; others  can  and  do  enjoy  coarse 
fishing,  and  I also  know  that  where  large  trout  are,  and 
have  been  caught,  is  in  rivers  where  plenty  of  coarse  fish 
and  minnows  are  for  food  for  them.  Trout  will  be,  and 
have  been  taken  with  both  bread  and  bread  paste. 
“ C.  W.  W.”  says  not. — I am,  &c., 

T.  W.  Murray,  Proprietor. 

Thorncy  Weir  House,  West  Drayton. 


FREE  PISHING  IN  THE  THAMES. 

Sir, — I should  like  to  know  if  we  are  allowed  to  fish 
in  the  Thames  without  belonging  to  any  society  or 
without  a grant  ? — I am,  &c.,  C.  F. 

[There  is  no  need  to  ask  permission  to  fish  the  Thames 
— that  is  to  say,  you  are  as  free  to  fish  “ public  waters  ” 
as  any  club  member  ] 

A LARGE  LOCH  LEVEN  TROUT. 

Sir, — On  Monday,  September  11,  I took  from  the 
Birmingham  Waterworks  reservoir  at  Sharstoke  a Loch 
Leven  trout  7jlb.  Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  could 
mention  any  case  of  a larger  being  caught.  The  fish  is 
now  in  the  hands  of  Cooper,  London,  for  preservation. — 
I am,  &c.,  Brum. 

FOWLS  FOR  PLY-TYING. 

Sir, — A Cardiff  letter  appears  in  a recent  number, 
respecting  a class  for  fowls  for  fly-tying  purposes,  and 
having  been  asked  to  suggest,  for  another  show,  to 
describe  the  class,  I take  the  liberty  of  using  your 
columns  to  benefit  others  who  want  to  move  in  this  way. 

A class  for  fowls,  medium  or  dark,  the  hackles  of 
which  are  best  shane  and  colour  for  trout  fly-tying. 

A class  for  fowls,  light  blue,  the  hackles  of  which  are 
best  adapted  in  shape  and  colour  for  trout  fly-tying. 

A class  for  fowls,  ginger  or  honey  duns,  the  hackles 
of  which  are  best  adapted  in  shape  and  colour  for  trout 
fly-tying. 

A class  for  Coch-y-bundhu  (red  with  black  list  down 
the  centre),  the  hackles  best  in  colour  and  shape  for  fly- 
tying. 

I intend  exhibiting  in  very  few  shows  for  competition 
this  season,  and  the  proper  season  for  this  class  of  fowls 
will  be  from  November  to  March;  but  any  judge  will 
know  in  November  about  what  shade  the  bird  will  be 
when  ripe. 

I shall  be  glad  to  contribute  my  mite  to  any  show,  and 
should  also  say  a lame,  blind,  or  disfigured  healthy  bird 
— if  colour  and  shape  are  in  the  bird — that  is  all  is 
required,  the  fact  of  trimmed  or  untrimmed  need  not 
disqualify,  but  as  the  matter  proceeds,  exhibitors  will 
find  that  purer  the  breed  to  game  the  better  the  shape 
and  colour. — I am,  &o.,  J.  Rowe. 

Barnstaple.  

CIRCUMVENTING  THE  POACHER. 

Sir, — Will  you  permit  me  through  your  columns  to 
protest,  as  a lover  of  justice,  against  the  inducement 
(given  in  a letter  signed  “ C.  W.  W.”  in  the  Gazette  of 
the  IGth  inst.)  to  poaching.  The  subject  is  “How  to 
Circumvent  Poachers.”  After  giving  advice  on  the  sub- 
ject, “ C.  W.  W.”  introduces  a method  whereby  coarse 
fish  may  be  caught  w'holesale.  I am  puzzled  to  know 
what  your  correspondent  means  by  informing  us  how  to 
deal  with  poachers,  and  yet  introducing  a method  for 
the  wholesale  slaughter  of  fish.  Surely  he  draws  fine 
distinction  re  the  meaning  of  poacher.  I have  always 
understood  it  to  refer  to  a man  who  unfairly  entraps 
fish,  and  am  bound  to  admit  there  is  moie  excuse  for 
the  man  who  does  it  for  a living  than  the  spurious 
sportsman  who  does  it  for  his  own  selfish  ends. 
Certainly  human  nature  is  a paradox,  which  is  verified 
in  this  case,  deprecating  poaching  in  one  instance,  and 
introducing  a stupendous  system  of  wholesale  slaughter 
of  fish  in  the  other.  Evidently  your  correspondent  only 
fishes  for  trout,  so  he  wishes  them  to  be  preserved. 
The  coarse  fish  he  doesn’t  care  about,  so  they  may  be 
destroyed.  This  looks  bad.  He  forgets  the  thousands 
of  anglers  who  enjoj'  the  day  amongst  tho  coarso  fish. 


Surely  that  looks  too  much  like  self  interest.  I hope  that 
“ C.  W.  W.”  will  try  to  clear  himself  of  such  a charge, 
but,  whether  intentionally  or  not,  ho  has  placeil  a tempta- 
tion before  members  of  angling  clubs,  whereby  they  will 
bo  enabled  to  weigh-in  a larger  quantity  of  fish.  In  con- 
clusion I must  exjjress  surprise  that  a respectable  paper 
like  the  F.  G.  should  have  published  such  a letter. — 
I am,  Ac.,  Fair  Play. 


LAMBETH  OR  TOOTING  CEMETERV. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  “ Inquirer,”  there  is  a more  deadly 
thing  than  the  cemetery  close  by,  and  that  is  the 
sewage.  Little’s  “Angler’s  Annual”  says,  re  the 
Wandle  : “ In  tho  lower  parts  below  Mitcham  and  down 
by  Merton,  it  is  polluted  by  the  refuse  water  from 
works  on  the  banks.  Standing  on  Haydon’s-road 
Station  platform  the  other  day,  I said  to  the  station- 
master,  “ What  is  that  fearful  smell  t ” “ Oh,”  said  he, 
“ that  is  from  the  sewage.  It  is  something  awful  when 
the  wind  is  blowing  this  way.  ” Going  from  this  station 
to  Wimbledon  Lake,  on  the  road  to  Old  Wandsworth,  I 
have  always  to  hold  my  nose  on  account  of  the  terrible 
smells  watted  from  tho  various  piggeries.  It  is  simply 
abominable.  Where  is  the  sanitary  inspector?  “ In- 
(juirer  ” should  take  train  from  Tooting  Junction  to 
flaydon’s-road  (Id.)  about  the  middle  of  November,  and 
note  the  large  sheet  of  water  and  filth  that  can  always 
be  seen  in  close  proximity  to  tho  cemetery.  I should 
think  he  would  not  have  to  dig  down  many  feet  before 
coming  to  water. — I am,  &o.,  M.  A. 

P.S. — Prom  what  I have  observed,  tho  new  cemetery 
is  on  a beautiful,  gravelly,  sandy  soil,  and  is  a consider- 
able distance  from  the  Wandle. 


HERRINGS  TAKING  FLIES. 

Sir, — I am  not  quite  sure  if  I am  right  in  thinking 
the  fact  of  a herring  taking  a fly  is  unusual,  but  it  so 
“ astonished  the  natives  ” of  Loch  Inchard,  a sea-loch 
in  Sutherlandshire,  which  I was  fishing  for  young  coal- 
fish,  last  Friday,  15th  inst.,  that  I am  writing  to  know 
if  my  experience  is  a peculiar  one.  The  flies  in  question 
were  simply  a few  fibres  of  a goose-feather  tied  on  a 
rather  small  hook — a medium  trout-hook,  in  fact — six  of 
them  on  a cast,  and  trailed  behind  a boat.  The  loch 
was  full  of  herring,  and  they  were  “priming”  in  the 
afternoon,  about  five  o’clock,  like  roach.  I may  add 
that  they  took  the  fly  under  water  and  fought  very 
similarly  to  sea-trout,  frequently  jumping  out  of  the 
water,  and  rushing  in  all  directions  when  hooked. 

This  fact  can  easily  be  certified  on  reference  to  my 
gillie,  D.  Calder,  of  Achriesgill,  by  Lairg,  or  by  the 
hotel-keeper,  J.  Smith,  at  Rhiconich  Inn,  whose  son  was 
also  in  the  boat  with  me,  and  caught  several  herrings  on 
a similar  cast  of  flies.  The  [actual  number  I caught  to 
my  own  rod  was  thirty-eight,  and  anything  more 
beautiful  in  colouring  than  a herring  immediately  after 
being  caught  I have  seldom  seen. — I am,  &c., 

W.  J.  Donbav'and. 

FISH  FOR  RE-STOCKING. 

Sir, — If  it  be  true  what  I am  told,  that  the  dykes  on 
Romney  Marsh  contain  a large  number  of  small  perch, 
&c.,  why  cannot  these  fish  be  used  for  stocking  purposes  ? 
From  near  Paversham  Station  to  past  Whitstable  to 
near  Herne  Bay  Station  the  L.  C.  & D.  Railway  runs 
through  one  vast  marsh,  intersected  by  dykes  of  different 
sizes,  and  said  to  contain  various  kinds  of  fish,  so  various 
and  good  that  a London  angler  once  told  me  that  he 
always  made  a point  of  fishing  in  the  larger  dykes  or 
“ cuttings  ” near  Whitstable  when  in  the  neighbourhood. 
“ And,  pray,  what  did  you  catch  in  those  dykes?”  I 
inquired.  I know  he  said  tench,  and  almost  sure  he 
said  bream,  and  I believe  he  included  perch  and  roach. 
If  it  be  true  that  the  natives  catch  a considerable 
number  of  coarse  fish  in  these  dykes,  &c.,  why  could 
they  not  be  netted  and  purchased  on  a large  scale  and 
turned  into  waters  more  suitable  for  them  ? Would  it 
not  be  better  than  letting  herons  and  other  wild  fowl 
destroy  them? — I am,  <fcc.,  O.  D. 


ROACH  FLOATS. 

Sir, — Will  you  kindly  inform  me  through  your  paper, 
what  float  you  can  recommend  for  roach  fishing  in  windy 
weather? — Iam,&c.,  H.  E.  H. 

[For  windy  weather  you  should  use  a heavy  porcupine, 
shotted  so  that  it  is  only  just  visible.  Or  another  good 
plan  is  to  use  a very  small  “traveller,”  such  as  are  used 
in  jack  fishing,  fixed  on  a small  porcupine,  and  shotted 
so  that  the  “ traveller”  is  half  out  of  the  water.  You 
will  find  this  will  ride  over  the  miniature  waves.  The 
best  roach  floats  we  have  ever  seen  are  those  made  by 
an  amateur,  Mr.  E.  J.  Walker,  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  and  illustrated  in  our  columns  last  year.^ 


A KINGFISHER  ON  A ROD. 

Sir, — As  an  ardent  angler  and  a persistent  reader  of 
your  admirable  paper,  I write  to  tell  you  of  a somewhat 
unique  incident  that  happened  to  me  the  week  before 
last,  at  Oxford.  A friend  of  mine  had  shown  mo  some 
very  nice  chub,  caught  within  two  miles  of  Oxford,  one 
over  41b.  weight,  and  caught  with  a fly,  bobbing,  and  ho 
asked  me  to  go  and  try  for  some  more,  estimated  at  51b. 
or  Clb.  weight,  that  lie  had  seen.  I went  like  a shot, 
and  while  bobbing  between  the  branches  of  a tree  a 
kingfisher  plunged  in  the  water  and  rose  with  what 
looked  like  a small  fish  in  its  meuth,  and  perched  on  my 
rod  for  a couple  of  seconds.  As  I stopped  shaking  the 
rod  ho  looked  round  at  me,  and  I could  almost  swear  he 
vdnked,  and  flew  away.  I saw  two  others  that  day,  but 
no  fish.  But  they  are  there.  Tlie  wind  had  changed  and 
sprung  up  from  tho  day  before. — I am,  &c., 

Charles  E.  Dertnu. 
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GOOD  PIKK  FISHING. 

Sib, — In  answer  to  “ L.  J.  Fisli  ’’  in  your  issue  of 
September  9,  asking'  where  good  pike  fishing  could  be 
obtained,  I may  state  that  I have  iust  returned  from  a 
visit  to  Slapton  Ley  iRoyal  Sands  Hotel).  The  fishing 
there  has  been  grand  lately.  Mr.  Walton  in  three  days 
took  nineteen  pike,  averaging  CJlb.  'Mr.  Hicks,  of  Ban- 
bury, has  been  here  a fortnight,  and  caught  forty  pike, 
some  weighing  D'lb.  Mr.  Catmur  caught  nine  pike 
(largest  i»Jlb.).  Several  boats  have  taken  seven  and 
eight  daily. 

There  is  some  splendid  shooting  (partridges,  &c.)  as 
yet  hut  little  touched,  free  to  visitors  staying  at  the 
koyal  Sands  Hotel ; and  when  I mention  the  fact  that, 
in  addition  to  comfort  and  economy,  over  120  good  pike 
have  been  taken  during  the  last  week,  it  may  induce 
Mr.  L.  J.  Fish  to  give  Slapton  Ley  a trial. — I am.  &o., 

F,  G. 


ANGLING  NEAR  A'ARMOUTH. 

Sib, — Could  you  kindly  inform  me,  through  your 
valuable  jiaper,  where,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Yarmouth,  I could  get  some  roach  fishing  r Where  you 
could  fish  on  Sundays  is  what  I require. — I am,  &c., 

A New  Readee. 

: There  are  plenty  of  places  where  you  may  find  what 
you  want  near  Yarmouth  : Coldham  Hall,  Cantley, 
Keedham,  Ac.  | 

FISH  IN  THE  THAMES. 

Sib, — The  reiioits  for  last  week  in  /''Gln'/i;;  (ic-.elte  are 
as  follows  : Trout  two,  largest  (lib.  ; jack  thirty , largest 
mentioned  llh.  ; ha.rbel  1.10,  and  1 h.tlh.  in  twui  takes, 
largest  S.‘,lh.,  8tb.,  and  .T;lb.  ; perch  sixty-three.  Largest 
l',lb.,  lib.,  and  HI).,  be.st  take  thirteen  perch,  lllh.  ; 
chub’ ten,  la.rgest  lljlb.  ; bream  forty-six,  largest  taken 
apparently  by  Curr,  viz.,  three  large  bream  (no  weight 
given),  and  one  of  the  trout;  roach  1113;  dace  1002, 
also  4721b.  weight  of  roach  and  dace  ; gudgeon  1320  ; 
one  carp  'Jlh.  ; Mr.  Lewis,  jun.,  of  Eton,  two  perch, 
lib.  15oz.  These  do  not  include  the  takes  of  bank 
anglers. — I am,  Ac.,  <.)li)  Anoleb. 

P.S.  Twickenham  best  place  for  roach  and  dace. 

FLANNEL  WEED  FOR  ROACH. 

Sir,— A friend  of  mine  at  Teddington  Weir  has  been 
very  successful  among  the  roach  by  adopting  the 
“ flannel  weed"  bait.  Fishing  last  Wednesday,  amongst 
other  fish,  I caught  a roach  of  12J  inches,  hut  was  not 
able  to  get  it  weighed  until  seven  hours  after  capture, 
when  it  only  weighed  13oz.  When  caught  it  appeared 
to  bo  quite  a pound  fish.  Strange  to  say,  it  had  one  of 
its  gill  covers  malformed,  half  of  the  gill  being  exposed. 
Will  any  reader  kindly  answer  me  the  follovving  ques- 
tions : (i)  If  in  good  condition,  what  weight  ought  a 
roach  to  he  of  12 J inches  in  length.  (2)  What  amount 
of  weight  would  a roach  lose  in  seven  hours  after 
capture  i— I am,  Ac. , R.  VV. 

RODS  FOE  THE  BROADS. 

Sir, — I .should  feel  much  obliged  for  the  following 
information  about  the  Ihft.  or  l8ft.  rods  used  on  the 
Broads:  1.  Defcription  of  cane  used.  2.  Number  of 
joints  and  thickne.ss  at  each  end  of  each.  3.  Weight  of 
rod  ; and  any  other  information  that  would  be  likely 
to  be  useful  to  an  Amateur  Rod  Maker. 


PRESERVING  PRAWNS. 

Sir,— Would  you,  or  some  reader  of  the  GnscRe  kindly 
tell  mo  the  proper  quantity  of  spirits  of  wine  and  pure 
glycerine  to  use  as  a mixture  for  preserving  prawns  1 I 
have  tried  spirits  of  wine  alone,  but  that  made  the 
prawns  too  brittle.  Any  information  on  the  subject  I 
should  be  g'ad  of  —I  am,  Ac  , W.  M.  G. 


THE  OUT-BARB  HOOK. 

Sir, — Will  Mr.  Nicholay  kindly  inform  me  if  it  is  as 
difficult  for  fi'b  to  escape  from  small  out-barbed  hooks 
as  salmon  ami  other  large  hooks,  as  it  seems  so  much 
easier  for  fish  to  free  themselves  from  surrll  hooks  t A 
bream,  for  instance,  when  it  rolls  over. — I am,  Ac., 

G.  A.  S. 


GRAND  JUNCTION  CANAL. 

Sib, — Will  von  be  so  good  as  to  inform  me  at  which 
part  of  the  Grand  Junction  Canal  the  best  fishing  is 
obtaineil,  an  1 also  any  particulars  as  to  Slough,  ami 
best  time  of  year  for  fishing  there? — I am,  Ac., 

W.  W. 

jTlureis  seme  good  fishing  to  be  had  at  Uxbridge, 
■also  near  Walford.  King’s  Langley,  and  Boxraore  ; part 
of  the  vva'er  at  Uxliridge  is  rented  by  the  Anglers’ 
Association  : aRo  the  whole  of  the  new  canal  from  Wc-^t 
Drayton  to  Slough.  There  is  some  good  perch  fishing 
to  be  had  .at  the  Iron  Tank  bridges  between  West, 
Drayt  >n  and  Langley,  and  good  bottom  and  jack  fishing 
the  whole  length  of  the  water,  but,  of  course,  they 
reipiire  a little  skid  to  catch  them  ; the  best  time  would 
be  about  October. 1 

A HAWK  CAUGHT  ON  A SPINNING  BAIT. 

Sir, — I was  spinning  to-day,  with  the  twisted  metal 
minnow,  for  perch  on  a locli  near  Broughty  Ferr.v, 
N B.  ; coming  round  a bushy  corner,  a hawk  swooped, 
1 suppose,  at  the  glittering  bait,  and  was  immediately 
caught  .above  the  leail,  the  gut  going  in  and  out  of  the 
wings.  I bad  to  cut  the  gut  aw;i.y  to  relea-'c  it.  Tim 
magnificent  clc.ar  yellow  of  its  eyes  was  something  only 
to  he  imagined,  not  to  bo  described.— I am,  Ac  , 

A.  C.  H. 


HOW  TO  FISH  THE  MOLE. 

Sir, — Can  you  tell  me  whether  the  following  places  on 
the  River  Mole,  which  were  mentioned  in  the  Ga-.eUe  of 
Aug.  19  are  free  to  fish  in  by  a non-club  angler,  viz., 
Three  Bridges,  Horley,  Merstham.  Redhill,  Dorking, 
Box  Hill,  Leatherhead,  Esher,  and  Moulsey  ? If  not  all, 
will  you  kindly  tell  me  which  of  them  are?  Hoping  I 
am  not  intruding  too  much  on  your  valuable  space,  I 
am,  Ac.,  George  Newcomb. 

\IIorleii. — Free.  Mole.  Small  trout  above;  pike, 
perch,  carp  below.  'Three  Bells — Mrs.  Chart ; by  using 
house.  MerGlunn. — Lake  in  Gatton  Park  belongs  to  , 

Mr.  Coleman.  There  is  a catchwater  mill  pond  near, 
and  a smaller  one  full  of  pei’ch  to  the  W.  of  the  lake.  , 
Hotel — The  Feathers.  Also  in  Mole.  Redhill. — In  the 
Mole.  Leave  granted  on  application.  Dorking. — Mole  , 
at  Castle  Mill,  Is. ; also  at  Local  Board  Works,  Is. 
Plenty  of  ponds  in  neighbourhood  by  asking.  Box  Hill. 
— Same  as  Dorking.  Leatherhead.—  Private,  particular  ; 
but  leave  may  be  obtained  from  some  owners.  Moulrey. 
Not  particularly  good  below  Cobham.  I 


OCTOBER  FISHING. 

Sib, — The  “ Party  of  Three  ’’  will  find  that  Stalham  is 
the  handiest  place  for  Hickling  and  Barton  Broads.  It 
is  reached  by  G.N.R.  from  King’s  Cross  thrice  daily.  Get 
into  a Cromer  carriage,  and  change  at  Melton-Constable. 
Single  fare  10s.  Id.,  fortnightly  return  ticket  15.s. 

The  season  is  too  far  advanced  for  bream,  but  will  be 
right  for  jiike  and  perch,  and  I would  recommend  hooks 
;ind  guf.  to  bo  obtained  at  Stalha)u.  It  takes  seven 
minutes’  walking  and  thirty  minutes’  rowing  to  get  to 
the  swims  on  Barton  Broad,  and  twenty  minutes’  driving 
and  ten  minutes’  rowing  to  get  to  the  swims  on  Hickling 
Bro.ads.  There  is  no  accommodation  ne.arer  than 
Stalham  for  Barton  Broad,  but  for  Hickling  there  is  the 
Pleasure  Boat  Inn;  it  is  close  to  the  broal,  and  the 
dyke  runs  up  to  the  door.  Charges  are  moder;ite. 

'These  broads  are  tidal  without  doubt,  and  last  week 
(be  tide  rose  about  a foot  and  fell  again  on  nearly  every 
day,  and  when  the  salt  water  gets  in  to  such  an  extent 
(which  is  exception.al)  then  fishing  is  next  to  useless. 
It  is  not  the  least  use  going  on  the  olf-chance  of  catching 
fish.  A man  who  knows  the  places  is  absolutely  re- 
quired, and  as  there  is  only  one  in  the  locality,  it  is  a 
.sine  i/iia  non  to  have  his  services,  as,  if  the  party  try  by 
themselves,  they  may  as  well  fish  in  a cistern  at  home. 

However,  in  Nichols  of  Stalham  they  will  find  a 
painstaking,  civil,  sober  man,  who  will  do  his  best,  and 
what  be  does  not  know  of  the  two  broads  is  not  worth 
knowing.  His  house  is  about  a hundred  yards  from  the 
station,  and  the  party  can,  if  they  like,  be  accommodated 
there,  and  will  find  cleanliness,  neat  apartments,  good 
attention,  excellent  cooking,  and  moderate  charges — and 
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as  I have  had  experience  of  the  whole  of  them  twice  or  n 
thrice  every  year  for  nine  years,  can  speak  to  the  point  ■ 
on  the  subject.  _ U 

The  party  will  note  that  Nichols  will  not  fish  on  ■ 
Sundays.  Small  baits  can  be  caugbt  in  tbe  navigations,  I 
it  is  no  use  trying  for  them  in  the  broads.  B 

Nichols  charges  .As.  per  day,  and  boats  are  2s.  ea"!!  H 
per  day.  Each  person  pays  Gd.  per  day  on  Barton 
Broad,  and  Is.  per  day  on  Hickling  Broad,  which,  let  us 
all  hope,  will  bo  abolished  next  year.  Trusting  this 
letter  may  bo  of  use  to  the  “ Party  of  Three,  —I 
am,  Ac.,  W.  H.  Elsmobe. 

SEA  FISHING  AT  YARMOUTH. 

Sib, — Re  sea-fishing  at  Yarmouth,  I saw  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  a month  or  two  ago,  that  sea  fishing  from  the 
jetty  was  prohibited,  so  I suppose  that  the  sea  fishing 
can  only  be  follow'ed  from  pier,  and  by  the  mouth  of  the 
Yare.  Is  the  pier  any  good? — if  so,  what  fish  are  to  be 
canght  ? Is  the  moutii  of  the  Y^are  any  good  either.'  I 
have  seen  some  fine  eeLs  canght  by  a man  ledgering  from 
the  beach.  If  neither  of  these  places  are  any  good, 
where  would  you  advise  mo  to  fish? — I am,  Ao^, 

F.  H.  S. 

[Fishing  at  mouth  of  Yaro  ; but  better  to  go  out  if  sea- 
fishing wanted.  If  fresh  water.  Railway  Hotel,  Reed- 
ham  ; Red  House,  Cantley  ; The  Chequers,  Hardley 
Dyke  (Mr.  Barber).  For  my  part  should  prefer  the 
Yare.  At  either  place  splendid  sport  is  to  bo  had. 
Also  at  Biiidvenbam  ; stay  at  inn.  Good  sport  a 
Buckenham  Broad. J 

FISHING  NEAR  BEDFORD. 

Sib, — I shall  esteem  it  a favour  if  one  of  you 
numerou.s  correspondents  will  kindly  oblige  with  a fe -v 
pHvticulars  as  regards  the  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Bedford,  more  especially  in  the  Ouse  between  Broin- 
ham  and  Kempston.  Are  there  any  neroh  of  a decent 
size  to  be  obtained  ? The  j icking,  I believe,  is  very  good 
at  times,  likewise  bream  fishing,  but  I am  not  aware 
that  tbero  arc  any  perch  in  sufficient  nnmber.s  to 
warrant  anyone  trying  for  them,  and  should  be  very 
glad  to  know  that  it  is  otherwise.  Thanking  yon  lu 
anticipation,  I am,  Ac., G.  H. 

SPECIMEN  PIKE. 

Sib, — I would  strongly  recommend  “ Angler,’’  who 
asks  for  information  in  last  week’s  issue  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  as  to  where  he  can  catch  specimen  pike  over 
301b.,  to  communicate  with  Frank  Hearns,  Ballina,  co. 
Mayo,  Ireland,  who  will  put  him  in  the  way  of  taking 
large  pike  out  of  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen.  Live  ba  t 
can  be  used  in  the  winter  months. — I am,  Ac., 

Phantom. 


Tl)-'  .above  is  an  illustration,  from  a photograph  taken 
on  t.lin  spot,  of  Messrs.  Ander=on,  Anderson,  and 
Anderson’s  “ Angling  Exhibit  ’ at  the  Chicago  World’s 
Pair,  and  we  congratulate  them  on  their  success  in 
having  obtained  the  Highest  Aivardfor  Angler.s’  Water- 


proof Requisites.  Thi.s  firm  also  show.s  a very  large  and 
fine  collection  of  all  kinds  of  waterproofs  in  the  Manufac- 
tures Building  We  can  easil.v  understand  Messrs. 
Andersons'  exhibit,  being  appreciated,  as  from  experience 
we  can  say  that  all  their  goods  are  of  the  very  best. 
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SUPPLEMimT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


ANGLING  FIXTURES. 

September  24.  

Bermondsey  Jirothera  : Competition. 

Blaokfriars  : Match  at  Wokingj. 

Cobden  : Matoii  at  Pangfbourne. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  : Eoving-  match. 

Free  competition  in  Slough  Canal  to  members  of 
Anglers’  Association. 

Great  Yarmouth  W.M.A.S. ; Excursion  to  Norwich. 
Havelock  : Match  at  Shepperton. 

Horseforry  ; Match  at  Tottenham. 

Liverpool ; Dinner  match. 

Marylebone  : Match. 

Oak  : Match  at  Hoyden. 

Phoenix  : Match  at  Maldon. 

Pixie  Brothers  : Koving  competition. 

Kodney  ; Outing  to  Windsor. 

Walworth  Waltonians  : Outing  to  Pittleworth. 
Wenlock  : Outing  at  Witham. 

West  London  : Match  at  Walton. 

September  25. 

Hearts  of  Oak  : Visit. 

Lincoln  : Benefit  concert.  _ 

Mitre  Brothers  : Smoking  concert. 

September  26. 

St.  Thomas’s  ; Visit. 

September  27. 

Seymour  Brothers : Visit. 


FIXTURES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

Oct.  1. — Forest  Gate  : Match  at  Dagenham. 

,,  1.— Great  Yarmouth  W.M.A.S.  . Codling  match 

at  Breydon. 

,,  1. — Islington  Brothers  : Match  at  Witham. 

„ I. — Peckham  Brothers  ; Match  at  Bytteet. 

„ 1. — West  Ham  ; Match  at  Dedham. 

„ 2. — Burton  Piscatorials  ; Central  visit. 

,,  3. — Good  Intent : Concert. 

„ 4. — Brompton  : Preservation  concert. 

„ 4. — Izaak  Walton  ; Match  at  St.  Margaret’s. 

,,  4. — Serapis  ; Roving  competition. 

,,  8. — Golden  Barbel ; Match  at  Langford. 

„ 8. — Prince  of  Wales  : Match  at  Windsor. 

„ 11. — Battersea  United  : Punt  match. 

,,  15. — Amicable  Brothers  : Prize  outing  ; Match  at 

St.  Margaret’s. 

,,  22. — Lincoln  : Roving  match. 


JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAY. 


Parliamentary  Blue-books,  although  gruesomely 
familiar  to  our  legislators,  are  not  widely  read  by 
anglers,  yet  they  would  find  much  matter  for  reflection, 
and  no  little  for  apprehension,  in  the  report  just 
published  of  the  “ trusty  and  well-beloved  ” deliberators 
forming  the  Royal  Commission,  appointed  in  March, 
1892,  to  inquire  into  the  question  of  the  present  and 
future  water  supply  of  London.  It  is  of  great  moment 
to  anglers  that  this  Royal  Commission  considers  that 
from  the  watershed  of  the  Thames  and  Lea  suflicient 
water  for  the  needs  of  London  may  be  obtained  for 
many  years  to  come. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  if  any  of  the 
commissioners  happen  to  be  anglers,  and  whether  they 
are  aware  that  in  many  parts  of  the  Upper  Thames  the 
water  is  now  so  stagnant  that  only  a light  breeze  will 
create  a cufrent  quite  contrary  to  the  proper  course  of 
the  river,  as  reported  by  our  Henley  correspondent  only 
last  week.  Do  they  remember,  too,  the  statement  of 
the  late  Charles  Bradlaugh,  angler  and  legislator,  that 
the  ordinary  level  of  the  Thames  had  become  much 
lower  since  he  first  knew  the  river.?  Under  such 
■circumstances,  the  question  of  where  still  more  water 
is  to  be  obtained  for  a larger  London  than  the  present 
may  well  cause  misgivings  to  followers  of  Izaak 
Walton ; and  they  will  find  no  more  comfortable  solution 
of  the  problem  when  they  turn  to  the  Lea. 

****** 

It  is  cheerful  to  note,  too,  that  one  of  the  witnesses 
before  this  Royal  Commission  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  various  Pollution  Acts  had  been  quite  a dead 
letter.  Unfortunately,  this  particular  item  of  informa- 
tion is  somewhat  of  a " chestnut  ” to  anglers,  who  have 
had  occasion  to  regret  the  fact  many  a time  before. 
For  instance,  the  sewage  contamination  of  the  Lea  at 
Ware,  specially  noticed  in  the  report  of  the  Commission, 
was  referred  to  in  these  pages  as  far  back  as  June  14^ 
1890,  in  an  article  on  “ Roach  Fishing  in  the  Lea  Style,” 
by“Clayr  Kenwal.”  Let  us  hope,  and  do  what  in  us 
lies  to  ensure  that,  when  all  such  pollution  has  been 
stopped,  anglers  may  still  find  both  Thames  and  Lea — 

Though  deep,  yet  clear  ; though  gentle,  yet  not  dull; 

Strong  without  rage;  without  o'erflowing,  full. 

But  the  old  order  changeth  slowly,  and  the  present 
angling  condition  of  both  rivers  may  continue  for  a very 
long  time  ; for  the  report  of  a Royal  Commission  is  not 
necessarily  followed  immediately,  or  intended  in  all 
cases  to  be  followed  at  all,  by  legislation. 

****** 

A RECENT  visitor  to  Brandon,  staying  at  the  Ram 
Hotel,  says  that  the  river  is  literally  crammed  with 
good  fish,  pike  to  be  bad  in  large  numbers.  The  weeds 
are  dying  off,  and,  after  the  first  good  rain,  splendid 
baskets  should  be  made.  Some  nice  roach  and  dace  may 
be  taken  on  fine  tackle — dip  and  draw.”  He  also  says 
that  if  he  did  not  do  much  with  the  rod  and  line,  under 
Mr.  Rolph’s  skilful  generalship  he  had  nothing  to  com- 
plain of  with  the  dog  and  gun. 


The  Society  of  Caxtonian  Anglers  held  their  annual 
competition  for  a silver  cup  and  other  prizes  at  Chertsey 
on  Thursday  last,  'i'he  silver  cup,  a handsome  trophy 
of  the  value  of  five  guineas,  is  awarded  for  the  largest 
roach,  and  the  other  prizes,  for  the  second  and  third 
largest.  The  water  was  very  bright,  and  a burning  sun 
also  militated  against  the  success  of  the  competitors  ; 
but  a more  enjoyable  day  for  an  outing  could  not  have 
been  selected.  On  returning  to  town  it  was  ascertained 
that  Mr.  W.  H.  Cate,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  club,  was  the 
winner  of  the  cup  ; Mr.  W.  Cate,  president,  being 
second;  and  Mr.  W.  W.  Stevens,  third. 

****** 

There  was  a very  large  attendance  at  the  Anglers’ 
Association  delegate  meeting  on  Monday  last — sixty-two 
clubs  being  represented.  Mr.  Beckett  occupied  the 
chair.  After  the  usual  routine  business  had  been 
transacted,  a letter  of  complaint  was  read  from  Cowley 
Peachey  about  gates  being  left  open,  and  the  cattle 
getting  “mixed.”  The  chairman  said  that  although 
some  careless  anglers  might  occasionally  leave  a gate 
open,  the  letter  did  not  state  that  anglers  were  to  blame 
in  this  instance,  and  asked  all  present  to  remember  the 
injunction,  “ Please  shut  the  gate  ! ” 

****** 

The  Association  received  information  that  the  East 
Dulwich  Estate  was  about  to  be  built  on  and  that  there 
were  several  large  ponds  on  the  estate  which  contained 
carp.  Permission  having  been  obtained,  Mr.  Ghurney, 
with  nets,  pails,  and  two  fish-carriers,  and  a few  willing 
hands,  arrived  at  East  Dulwich  on  Friday  last,  the 
15th,  but  to  their  surprise  found  the  large  pond  partly 
filled  in  with  ijots,  pans,  old  kettles,  and  rubbish  ; but 
at  the  first  draw  of  the  net  they  found  in  the  mud  and 
bad  smelling  water  a largo  quantity  of  good  fish  — 
Prussian  carp  from  3oz.  to  lOoz.,  and  English  carp  from 
lib.  to  41b.  The  two  fish-carriers  were  soon  filled,  and 
they  left  Dulwich  at  four  o’clock  for  Bye  House,  where 
half  a ton  of  strong,  healthy  fish  were  turned  in. 

****** 

Mr.  Ashmore,  of  the  Eagle  Angling  Society,  Totten- 
ham, informed  the  meeting  that  the  water  rented  by 
them,  namely,  the  Silk  Mill  Stream,  wa«  being  drawn  to 
get  ready  for  the  workmen  on  the  Lea  Valley  Drainage 
Scheme,  and  that  the  natives  were  taking  the  fish  out  of 
the  weeds  and  pools  and  selling  them — roach  up  to 
21b.  5oz.  and  jack  up  to  71b.,  one  man  buying  nineteen 
jack  for  Is.  The  Eagle  members  have  secured  a lot  of 
fish  and  turned  them  into  the  Lea  Navigation,  but  they 
wanted  the  Association  to  send  men  and  nets  down  and 
they  would  give  permission  for  them  to  net  the  remain- 
ing deep  water. 

****** 

The  Maldon  and  Abridge  Angling  Club,  held  at  Mal- 
don, and  composed  at  present  of  forty  working  men, 
was  enrolled.  The  Maldon  Angling  Society,  also  held 
at  Maldon,  and  which  can  boast  of  five  magistrates, 
several  doctors  and  rev.  gentlemen,  applied  for  enrol- 
ment, but  as  they  were  not  represented,  and  the  sizes  of 
their  fish  were  not  quite  up  to  date,  the  secretary  was 
instructed  to  communicate  with  them. 

*#***#' 

The  Streatham  Angling  Society,  consisting  of  thirty 
members,  was  enrolled,  and  the  chairman  informed 
the  meeting  that  the  new  net  now  being  made  for  the 
Association  will  be  ready  in  a few  days. 

****** 

A delegate  stated  that  the  Long  Water  at  Hampton 
Court  was  very  low  water — so  low  that  several  fine  fish 
had  been  discovered  dead  in  the  mud.  It  was  suggested 
that  if  the  attention  “ of  the  authorities  ” were  called  to 
this  state  of  things,  some  means  might  be  adopted  to 
allow  of  the  'admission  of  a little  more  water,  and  thus 
save  the  fish  for  the  angler.  A vote  of  thanks  to  the 
officers  concluded  an  early  meeting. 

****** 

While  we  in  Merrie  England,  Witty  Ireland,  Bonnie 
Scotland,  and  Gallant  Wales  are  lamenting  the  scarcity 
of  water,  “ praying,”  in  fact,  for  a spate,  and  a flood, 
and  a storm,  and  a real,  good  downpour,  and  positively 
declaring  that  angling  is  quite  out  of  the  question  until 
we  have  “more  rain,”  news  reaches  us  from  Spain  and 
Portugal  that  the  recent  floods  have  caused  a terrible 
loss  of  life,  besides  damaging  property  to  an  alarming 


At  Romeral  200  houses  have  been  flooded  and  wrecked. 
Fifty  dead  bodies  have  been  recovered.  Some  of  the 
mothers  etill  had  their  infants  clasped  in  their  arms. 
A large  number  of  persons  lost  their  lives  in  heroic 
efforts  to  save  others.  Many  of  the  caves,  being  under- 
mined by  the  water,  collapsed,  burying  the  inmates  with 
their  animals  and  property.  Of  the  families  who  sur- 
vived, no  fewer  than  200  are  utterly  destitute.  The 
storm  has  also  done  great  damage  in  other  parts  of  the 
peninsula.  At  Salamanca  2,000  window-panes  were 
smashed  by  hailstones,  which  in  some  cases  weighed 
over  two  ounces. 

****** 

On  the  15th  inst.  George  Pearce,  a fisherman  of 
Brentford,  and  Richard  Pearce,  his  son,  a lad  of  fourteen, 
were  charged  with  being  suspected  persons  frequenting 
the  'Thames  for  the  purpose  of  illegal  fishing.  Inspector 
Lewis  stated  that  shortly  after  ten  o’clock  on  the 
previous  night  he  and  two  constables  were  on  the  river 
in  a boat.  When  drifting  with  the  tide  past  Eel  Pie 
Island,  Twickenham,  they  heard  a noise,  and  shortly 
afterwards  they  saw  a boat  pulled  by  the  two  prisoners 
stealing  away  down  the  stream.  They  gave  chase,  but 
the  prisoners’  boat  was  the  lighter  of  the  two,  and  for  an 
hour  they  managed  to  evade  capture  by  dodging  behind 
barges,  and  running  into  shallow  water  where  the  police 
boat  could  not  follow.  Eventually,  however,  one  of  the 


constables  jumped  into  the  water,  and  laid  hold  of  the 
boat.  'The  prisoners  offered  some  resistance,  but  were 
taken  into  custody,  and  in  their  boat  was  found  a largo 
basket  containing  about  a couple  of  bushel  of  barbel, 
dace,  and  chub  ; in  the  elder  prisoner’s  jacket  a number 
of  cartridges  were  discovered. 

****** 

“ Tempo,”  commenting  on  this  case,  says  t “There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  there  is  a good  opportunity  for 
this  wholesale  destruction  of  fish  in  the  'Thames.  'The 
river  keepers  are  few  and  far  between,  and  after  dark 
they  are  seldom  out.  'This  accounts  for  the  scarcity  of 
prosecutions  of  this  kind,  and  on  this  occasion  the  police 
have  captured  the  alleged  offenders,  instead  of  the  river 
keepers.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  if  nets  were  used,  as 
seems  most  probable,  they  will  be  discovered,  and  I 
sincerely  hope,  if  convicted,  there  will  be  salutary 
punishment  inflicted.”  And  so  say  all  of  us  ! 

****** 

On  Tuesday  last.  George  and  Richard  Pearce  were 
brought  before  the  Brentford  Bench,  and  each  convicted 
under  the  Thames  Fishery  Bye-laws,  of  two  illegal 
offences  in  the  Thames  at  Twickenham,  and  fines,  in  all 
amounting  to  ,£5  each,  inflicted.  Mr.  W.  S.  Banting, 
solicitor  to  the  Thames  Conservancy,  prosecuted  on 
behalf  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  and 
the  evidence  was  sustained  by  Inspector  Lewis  and 
P.C.’s  George  Coffin  and  William  Saltern,  of  the 
Twickenham  police,  who  detected  the  offences,  and 
specimens  of  the  undersized  fish  were  produced  in 
court  by  head  river-keeper  William  Douglas,  of  the 
T.A.P.S.  A previous  conviction  against  George  Pearce 
was  proved. 

****** 

The  following  information  reaches  us  from  Reading  : 
“ Mr.  W.  Maddock  and  Mr.  H.  Foster  caught  a good 
bag  of  roach  (17|lb.)  in  the  River  Loddon,  near  Reading, 
on  Sept.  17.  'The  same  day  a fine  chub  was  taken 
weighing  4!b.  15oz.  The  fis'^imr  seems  to  be  improving, 
but  the  water  is  very  bright  and  low, 

****** 

For  some  days  past  anglers  have  been  busy  in  St.  Ives 
waters,  almost  day  and  night.  There  has  been  a 
constant  succession  of  visitors  from  the  metropolitan 
angling  clubs  to  the  headquarters  of  the  society  at  the 
White  Horse  Hotel.  Plenty  of  good  fish  have  been 
caught,  but  some  of  the  local  disciples  of  old  Izaak  have 
done  better  than  the  Londoners. 

****** 

“ Halcyon, ”in  the  Leeds  Jirercwri/,  writes;  “Another 
unsatisfactory  week,  and  one  more  nearer  the  end  of  the 
trout  season.  The  phenomenally  wet  September  pre- 
dicted by  the  sapient  weather  prophets  is  apparently  as 
far  off  as  ever,  and  now  anglers  have  given  up  trout  as 
a bad  job,  and  are  discoursing  hopefully  of  a splendid 
grayling  season.  Let  us  earnestly  hope  that  they  will 
not  be  disappointed.  For  my  own  part  I have  donned 
sackcloth  and  ashes  instead  of  the  usual  wading  attire.” 
He  has  received  a letter  from  Wellington,  New 
Zealand,  in  which  the  writer  says  : “ I am  sorry  to  say 
that  the  past  trout  season  has  been  a very  poor  one, 
owing  chiefly  to  bad  weather ; I only  killed  lOt  trout 
altogether,  weighing  just  under  1121b.  My  best  day  was 
nine  trout  weighing  151b.,  b?st  fish  31b.  3oz.,  all  with  fly. 
During  the  season  I also  had  nine  trout  14lb.,  and  ten 
trout  121b.  I may  mention  that  the  season  previous  I 
killed  196  trout,  weighingabout  2301b.”  And  concludes  ; 
“ The  Acclimatisation  Society  are  trying  to  arrange 
about  the  introduction  of  grayling,  and  knowing  the 
interest  that  you  take  in  this  beautiful  fish,  we  thought 
that  you  might  be  able  to  assist  us.  I hope  that  you 
will  see  your  way  clear  to  do  so.”  Nothing  would  give 
me  greater  pleasure  than  to  be  instrumental  in  introduc- 
ing grayling  into  New  Zealand,  but  I much  fear  whether 
I shall  be  successful  in  doing  so.  However,  I shall  do 
my  very  best,  and  my  correspondent  assures  me  that 
plenty  of  funds  will  be  forthcoming  to  aid, my  endeavours. 

* * ■ * * * ' * 

In  case  any  members  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers’ 
Society  should  not  have  received  cards  of  notification, 
we  are  asked  to  state  that  an  outing  is  being  arranged 
for  Deal  on  the  30th  inst.,  and  the  hon.  sec.  will  be  glad 
to  hear  from  all  wishing  to  take  part.  Progress  is  also 
being  made  with  regard  to  the  deputation  to  the  railway 
companies ; and  several  vice-presidents  have  notified 
their  willingness  to  assist. 

* * * * « * 

The  Gresham  Exhibition  of  1893,  and  which  lasted 
three  days,  must  certainly  be  pronounced  a brilliant 
success,  and  one  never  to  be  forgotten.  That  of  1892 
was  one  worthy  to  be  remembered.  The  Entertainment 
Committee  thoroughly  deserve  the  eulogiums  passed 
upon  them  by  the  hundreds  of  delighled  visitors  who  ■ 
thronged  the  spacious  club-rooms  to  witness  the  choice 
collection  of  fish  and  fishing  appliances  which,  at  such 
a vast  expenditure  of  time  and  money,  had  been  brought 
together.  Vii'e  le  Gresham  ! 

****** 

On  Wednesday  evening  the  fragrant  weed  was 
indulged  in,  and  while  feasting  the  eye,  the  ear  was 
charmed  by  the  strains  of  sweet  music  discoursed  by  the 
City  of  London  Orchestral  Society.  Many  “ celebrities  ” 
were  present,  but  several  well-known  faces  were  absent 
which  last  year  graced  the  show.  In  1892  Mr.  Parker 
displayed  a choice  assortment  of  sea-fishing  tackle.  In 
1893 — and  during  the  progress  of  the  exhibition— he  was 
“ on  the  briny,”  capturing  the  dull  cod,  the  flat  dab,  and 
the  “ merry”  sole.  On  Wednesday  his  absence  was 
deplored ; on  Thursday  it  was  appreciated,  when, 

“ carriage  paid,”  there  arrived  a goodly  basket  of  fish, 
taken  by  his  own  skilful  contrivances,  labelled — 

“ Dragnet.” 
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[September  23,  1893 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

IiOwer  Thames.  — General  Remarks. — As  an 
evidence  of  tbe  state  in  which  the  river  has  been  in  up 
to  Tuesday  last,  I would  refer  to  the  followinfr  remarks 
from  the  veteran  fisherman,  William  Milbourne.  “ The 
water  is  lower  and  brighter  than  I have  ever  seen  it,  and 
scarcely  any  stream.  We  want  a good  downpour  of 
rain.  ” It  is  really  wonderful  the  sport  there  has  been, 
and  if  one  could  only  find  out  all  the  takes  in  the 
private  boats,  there  would  be  some  extraordinary  catches 
to  relate  ; but  private  anglers  are  slow  at  giving  infor- 
mation. I called  upon  an  old  friend  of  mine  at 
Twickenham  at  the  end  of  last  week,  and  on  my  asking 
him  if  he  had  made  a good  take  of  barbel  this  season,  he 
replied  as  the  result  of  one  day,  he  and  a friend  in  the 
tidal  waters  had  taken  fifty-four  barbel.  On  Friday 
last  I was  requested  to  call  upon  the  police  at  Twicken- 
ham, respecting  a case  they  had  detected  of  some  illegal 
fishing  at  Twickenham ; and  that  morning  they  had  the 
two  defendants  before  the  Brentford  Bench,  as  over  two 
bushels  of  fish  were  found  in  their  possession,  our 
honorary  river  keeper,  Mr.  G.  H.  Wright,  attended,  and 
asked  fora  remand.  Having  obtained  all  the  particulars, 
with  the  evidence  of  the  police,  who  happened  to  be  on 
the  water  on  the  night  of  Thursday  last  for  another 
purpose,  when  they  drojiped  upon  the  offenders.  I sent 
them  to  the  conservators,  as  the  case  was  only  remanded 
until  the  Tuesday  following,  urging  them  to  instruct 
■•heir  solicitor  to  take  immediate  action  thereon. — B. 

Upper  Thames. — The  upper  reaches  of  the  river 
still  continue  in  a very  low,  bright,  and  unfishable 
condition,  and  in  consequence,  therefore,  angling  with 
any  degree  of  success  is  an  unknown  quantity.  Roach, 
chub,  and  barbel  seem  quite  off  the  feed,  and  perch  are 
only  attainable  occasionally  in  gudgeon  swims.  Even 
the  succulent  gudgeon  is  backward  in  coming  forward, 
for  where  some  twenty  to  thirty  dozens  to  two  rods 
might  safely  be  reckoned  on,  twelve  dozen  is  now  a 
success.  Rain  fell  somewhat  heavily  on  the  nights  of 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  but  none  of  this  ever  found 
its  way  into  the  river,  for  the  Upper  Thames  surround- 
ings are  as  dry  as  a limekiln,  and  it  would  take  a fort- 
night’s soaking  to  slake  the  thirst  of  the  land  and 
ditches.  I cannot  tell  of  takes  of  fish  when  none  are 
forthcoming,  so  Thames  anglers  must  blow  up  the 
elements,  or  be  content  to  gaze  on  the  varied  autumnal 
tints,  and  “ hope  on,  hope  ever”  for  rain,  or,  perhaps, 
better  still — strike. — Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Hampton). — On  .Saturday  last  there  were 
no  fewer  than  2.50  anglers  fishing  on  the  banks  ; the 
water  was  very  low  and  bright,  and  they  only  managed 
to  get  a few  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon. 

Thames  (Hampton  Court). — William  Melbourne 
writes:  “A  gentleman,  fishing  by  himself  at  the  weir, 
caught  four  jack.  The  anglers  have  been  getting  a few 
bream  below  the  waterworks  at  Hampton.  The  water 
is  lower  and  brighter  than  I have  ever  seen  it,  and 
scarcely  any  stream.  We  want  a good  downpour  of  rain. 

Thames  (Kingston). — John  Johnson,  in  five  days, 
twenty-one  barbel,  five  bream,  two  chub,  two  perch,  and 
twelve  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  Bolton,  in  the 
week,  ten  barbel,  seven  jack,  eightdozen  of  finegudgeon, 
four  perch  (the  largest  Ijlb.),  and  twelve  dozen  of  roach 
and  dace.  J.  Knight,  six  jack,  four  perch,  and  twenty- 
four  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; and  J.  Wilkes,  twelve 
perch,  two  jack,  two  bream,  three  dozen  roach  and  dace, 
twenty-eight  dozen  of  gudgeon.  The  bank  anglers  have 
been  doing  fairly  well  with  the  roach,  dace,  and  bream, 
and  a few  perch. 

Thames  (Fenton  Hook).— F.  Collier,  in  two  days, 
with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fox,  fifteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace, 
and  three  barbel  ; another  day  with  Mr.  Cur  and  friend, 
seven  barbel  and  bream  ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Brown 
and  friend,  nine  barbel  (three  of  them  weighed  61b. 
each) ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Day  and  friend,  fifteen 
dozen  of  gudgeon  and  five  perch. 

Thames  (Richmond). — Mr.  Mansell,  during  the 
week,  801b.  of  roach  and  dace.  E.  Howard,  in  two  days, 
301b.  of  roach  and  dace  and  two  barbel ; and  Job  Brain, 
in  the  week,  641b.  of  roach  and  dace  and  eight  barbel. 

Thames  (Staines).— John  Keene,  jun.,  one  day, 
with  Mr.  Wilson  and  friend,  sixteen  barbel  and  four 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Doyne 
and  friend,  fifteen  barbel  and  three  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace  ; another  day,  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Back,  fifteen 
barbel  and  one  chub ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Roma, 
fifteen  barbel  : and  another  day,  with  Mr.  Ryers  and 
friend,  nine  barbel  and  four  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Sunbury). — Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud, 
during  the  week,  twelve  barbel  and  fifteen  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace,  and  five  jack  : Mr.  Edward  Clarke,  one 
brace  of  perch,  and  a few  roach,  dace,  and  bream. 

Thames  (Teddington).— Joseph  Baldwin,  in  two 
days,  twelve  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  W.  McBride, 
in  the  week,  twenty-one  barbel,  one  jack,  and  601b.  of 
roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — Samuel  Cole,  in  the 
week,  tOlb.  of  roach  and  dace  and  ten  bream ; John 
Coxen,  in  two  and  a half  days,  sixteen  dozen  of  roach 
and  dace  ; Richard  Coxen,  in  the  week,  661b.  of  roach 
and  dace,  four  barbel,  and  a carp  of  21b.  ; G.  Coxen,  in 
five  days,  531b.  of  roach  and  dace,  two  barbel,  and  one 
bream  ; C,  Brown,  in  four  days,  .501b.  of  roach  and  dace, 
and  four  barbel ; A.  Hammertou,  in  one  day,  71b.  of 
roioh  and  dace ; Pert  Hammerton,  in  the  week,  301b.  of 
roach  and  dace,  four  bream,  and  two  barbel ; John 
Spong,  during  a portion  of  the  week  with  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Markham,  got  sixteen  barbel,  the  largest  41b.,  twelve 
bream,  the  largest  3lb.,  and  about  Tolb.  of  roach  and  dace. 


Thames  (Windsor  District).— As  maybe  expected, 
water  still  very  bright,  but  roach  are  feeding  well  ; 
provided  fine  tackle,  and  that  indispensable  adjunct, 
good  ground  bait  is  used.  Messrs.  Hewlett  and  Roberts 
Ingle  have  been  taking  nice  miscellaneous  bags  of  roach, 
barbel,  dace,  and  jack,  but  latter  small.  That  expert 
veteran,  Mr.  Head,  of  Egham,  has  been  here  giving 
some  young  ideas  valuable  hints.  Result  in  one  day, 
three  rods,  just  one  hundred  roach,  amongst  which 
were  some  good  specimens,  eighty-seven  of  the  bag 
being  sizeable.  Mr.  H.  C.  Johnson,  of  Eton  College, 
who  during  the  vacation  has  been  staying  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, has  been  getting  some  nice  chub,  which  still 
rise  to  the  fly.  His  best  fish  was  31b.  7oz.,  five  others 
going  81b.  lloz.,  largest  2ilb.  Barbel  very  shy,  but  if 
baited  with  gentles,  a couple  of  gallons,  and  fished  for 
as  for  dace,  I believe  bags  are  to  be  made.  A fine  brace 
of  Thames  eels  was  caught  recently  bv  Mr.  Magor,  of 
Windsor,  and  a friend,  they  weighed  51b.— B.  R.  Bam- 

BRIDGE.  , 

Ancholme  District.  Sport  has  been  a little  better 
during  the  last  than  previous  week.  Mr.  T.  Watson 
was  fishing  one  day  near  Pool,  and  a small  roach  which 
he  had  hooked  was  taken  by  a perch  weighing  11b.  1.5oz. 
On  the  16th  Mr.  R.  Stringer  (Brigg)  had  91b.  of  fine 
roach  from  New  River,  and  J.  Simpson  had  several 
small  pike.  On  the  18th  Mr.  Owen  had  101b.  of  bream 
and  roach,  near  Coal  Dyke,  caught  with  maggot.  The 
Pheasant  Fishing  Club  fished  a match  on  Tue.sday.  Mr. 
T.  Clarke  was  first,  G.  Bulmer  second,  G.  W.  Whaley 
third.  I forgot  to  observe  in  my  last  that  300  more 
king  carp  were  placed  in  the  Ancholme  from  the  Manor 
Fishery  by  the  Commissioners  fourteen  days  ago. — 
Thomas  Ford. 

Cornish  Streams.— Tbe  Fowey  and  Camel  in  many 
places  present  a very  curious  appearance.  The  weeds 
have  grown  and  covered  the  surface,  and,  but  for  the 
banks,  it  would  be  difficult  to  sea  where  the  field  ends 
and  the  river  begins.  Only  about  half-a-dozen  peal  had 
been  taken  in  the  Camel  for  the  past  week,  but  on  the 
Fowey  the  few  rods  which  have  been  on  have  done 
fairly  well.  Mr.  Stiiddy  got  as  many  as  ten  peal  in  one 
day,  the  heaviest  weighing  41b.  His  aggregate  for  the 
week  was  very  good.  Geo.  Coleman  also  had  a few 
peal,  but  they  were  not  so  bright  and  silvery  as  could 
be  wished.  Poaching  has  again  been  prevalent  on  the 
Fowey.— Bodmin.  . 

Dee  (Corwen,  N.  Wales).— The  river  is  still  keep- 
ino-  low,  and  no  sign  of  flood,  and  the  season  will  soon 
be”  over’.  Mr.  Shaw  on  Friday  had  a brace  of  fine 
trout,  lib.  and  :;lb  ; David  Roberts  had  4Jlb.,  mostly 
n-rayl’ing.  On  Saturday,  16th,  H.  Williams  had  two 
pike  heaviest  151b.  On  Thursday,  21st,  Mr.  Williams 
had  ’two  pike,  81b  ; David  Roberts  had  four  grayling, 
4jlb.,  with  worm. — Alwen. 

Derwent  (Ambergate).— There  has  been  sufficient 
rain  fallen  in  the  Peak  of  Derbyshire  to  add  both  height 
and  colour  to  the  Derwent,  consequently  grayling  fish- 
inn-  prospects  are  fairly  good  for  the  week  end.  The 
leaves  have  not  begun  to  fall  to  any  extent  to  annoy  the 
fly-fisher.  The  best  flies  to  use  are  the  Amber  Dun, 
silver  and  Whirling  Blue  Dun,  small  size  Grey  and 
Honey  Bumbles. — Amber  Dun. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks). — The  water  still  keeps 
very  1 )W  and  bright,  and,  although  there  have  been 
many  anglers  on  the  river  during  the  pa  t fortnight, 
there  has  been  no  sport  worth  recording,  and  I doubt 
whethe  ■ there  will  be  any  until  after  a good  flood. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— One  or  two  good  dishes 
were  made  on  the  Dove  Dale  water  the  early  part  of  last 
week  one  being  six  brace,  and  the  fish  averaging 
13oz.’  We  still  want  rain  here,  though  we  have  had  a 
little.— W.  H.  Foster.  , „ , , ^ , 

Exeand  Canal  (Exeter).— Most  of  our  trout  fisher- 
men have  laid  by  their  rods  for  the  present  season  ; but 
should  the  rain  last,  we  shall  probably  have  a week  or 
two  of  good  salmon  fishing.  Amongst  the  coarse  fishing 
fraternity,  some  good  V>ags  of  roach  and  perch  are  being 
made  in  the  canal,  and  Mr.  Edwards  and  friend  scored 
a mixed  lot  of  perch,  roach,  and  dace.  On  Thursday, 
Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts  secured  a carp  of  4|lb.  Mr.  Gray’s 
7-pounder,  which  I reported  last  week,  is  the  largest 
taken  this  season,  but  there  are  plenty  of  bigger  ones 

about. — Red  Palmer.  , i - » mi.  u 

Pen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— Th?re  has 
again  been  an  improvement  in  angling  prospects,  and 
sport  is  again  fairly  good  ; but  the  waters  are  very  low 
and  clear,  and  the  fish  require  careful  handling.  The 
Forty-Foot  has  yielded  some  good  bags  at  different 
points,  but  especially  at  the  drain  ends  in  the  Billmg- 
borough  district.  Someof  the  takes  in  this  district  have 
run  up  to  151b.  to  a single  rod.  The  reaches  below 
Doniiigton  bridge  have  been  well  patronised.  In  the 
Spalding  district  work  has  been  going  on  briskly. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales,  via  Oswestry).— 
The  season  on  this  water  closed  Sept.  15.  1 am  sorry  to 

report  that  the  unprecedented  drought  has  spoiled  a 
season  which  in  the  first  two  months  promised  so 
brilliantly.  The  total  number  of  trout  caught  is  4340, 
weight,  2'7911b.  lloz.  Next  season  will  open  last  week 
in  March. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Stort.— Some  good  roach  have  been  caught 
in  the  Cheshunt  district.  Whilst  up  there  a few  days 
since  I saw  a large  number  of  men  engaged  in  clearing 
out  a long  length  of  side  water,  which  will  open  up  a 
length  of  a mile  or  two,  which,  with  proper  care,  may 
be  made  productive  of  good  sport.  Their  next  scene  of 
operations  will  be  in  clearing  out  what  is  called  the 
Little  Lea,  from  Waltham  New  Town  Bridge  to  the 
Horse  Bridge  at  Rammey  Marsh,  above  Enfield  Lock  ; 
the  work  in  the  Edmonton  and  Tottenham  lengths  is 
proceeding,  and  there  cannot  be  a doubt  that  the  length 
at  Cook's  Ferry  will  be  greatly  improved  ; perhaps,  in 


all  the  improvements  the  clearing  of  Sewardstoue  lengths 
is  the  most  needed.  Some  few  fish  have  been  taken  in 
the  Stort,  near  Roydon,  comprising  a few  small  jack,  a 
few  pounds  of  roach,  and  an  eel  or  two.  I hear  some 
competitions  are  to  take  place  in  both  rivers  on  the  24th. 
Thursday  ; Weather  very  uncertain  ; water  improved  a 
little  with  the  showers. — Spliced  Joint. 

Lea  eWare). — Not  many  fish  were  taken  on  the  17th 
inst.,  although  a large  number  of  anglers  paid  us_  a 
visit.  Mr.  F.  Barclay,  of  the  Royal  Oak,  had  two  nice 
chub,  of  31b.  and  IJlb.,  and  a good  perch  ; Mr.  Anthony, 
of  the  Clissold,  some  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Gudgeon  and 
Mr.  Ivellick,  some  nice  roach.  We  have  had  some  rain 
this  week,  and  tbe  water  now  looks  better. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  still  low  and  clear,  and  out  of  fishing  order. 
Bain  has  been  had,  but  more  is  wanted.  Cold  nights 
and  bright  days  have  made  grayling  move  better.  A few 
have  been  landed  with  the  Bed  Tag,  Willow,  and  Green 
Insect.  The  Pinsley  is  now  very  low  and  clear,  and  no 
fishing  done  in  it  of  late. — Gwtnne. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).  - 
Though  a few  sharp  showers  have  fallen  during  the  past 
two  days  they  have  had  no  effect  on  the  rivers,  which 
are  as  extremely  low  and  clear  as  ever.  A few  rods 
have  been  out,  with  varied  success,  some  having  had 
fairly  good  sport.  Grayling  rising  pretty  freely,  but 
very  difficult  to  approach  within  casting  distance.  All 
autumn  flies  are  now  out.  The  best  have  been  August 
Dun,  Mid  Blue,  Silver  Dun,  Pale  September  Dun,  Bed 
Tag,  Green  Insect,  and  Female  Willow.  Grasshopper 
(sink  and  draw)  should  now  be  good. — B.  T.  Williams- 
Medway  (Maidstone).— The  long  drought  still  con- 
tinues, and  the  result  water  too  bright;  only  the  finest 
tackle  and  good  angling  meet  with  success.  The  roach 
are  very  shy  ; one  angler  last  week  took  some  fine  roach, 
three,  of  lib.  6oz.,  lib.  4oz.,  and  11b.  2oz.,  were  amongst 
his  takes;  wheat  for  bait.  Very  few  jack  taken  ; one  I 
heard  of  of  61b.  taken  with  the  spoon.  There  is  a lack 
of  sport  this  season  with  bream.  I attribute  it  to  the 
brightness  of  the  water.  No  carp  have  been  taken  to  my 
knowledge. — W.  Shbubsole. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— Nothing  has  been  done  since 
last  report  with  the  exception  of  a peg-down  niatch  on 
the  20th,  with  members  of  the  association,  for  three 
special  prizes,  when  eleven  fished  and  only  two  weighed- 
in,  Mr.  W.  D.  Storey  taking  first  with  lib.  14^oz.,  includ- 
ing a perch  lloz.,  and  Mr.  A.  Smith,  second,  with  5|oz., 
most  of  the  others  not  getting  a nibble.  The  water  is 
out  of  condition  altogether,  it  being  very  bright,  and  it 
is  useless  to  fish  while  tbe  water  is  in  the  condition  it  is. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— The  river  is  unusually 
low  and  the  weeds  very  troublesome,  so  that  trout- 
fishing continues  very  unsatisfactory.  Pike  fishers, 
however,  have  had  a grand  time,  and  many  heavy  takes 
are  recorded.  Among  others,  Messrs.  Pritchard,  Roberts, 
Young,  and  Kendall  Jones  have  been  successful.  The 
majority  of  the  fish  taken  have  been  captured  with  the 
spinning  bait.  Mr.  Southam,  jun.,  has  taken  some  good 
baskets  of  perch  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Uffington. 
Coarse  fish  are  abundant,  and  are  now  in  good  con- 
dition.—W.  E.  Edwards. 

Severn.  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — We  are  still  favoured  witn  splendid  weather  for 
the  time  of  year,  and  the  sharp  frosty  nights,  followed  by 
bright  sunshiue  during  the  day,  is  all  that  can  be 
desired  for  sport  with  grayling,  and  many  good  catches 
are  reported  in  the  Vyrnwy  and  Tanat  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Llanymynech.  On  Monday  last  Mr.  E.  Buckley’s 
otterhounds  met  at  Battington  Bridge,  near  Welshpool, 
and  had  c ipital  sport  with  an  olle  • in  the  Elver  Sever  i. 

Stour  (Bures).— Water  still  very  bright,  and  good 
fish  completely  off  the  feed.  Some  good  perch  have  been 
taken  with  paternoster  tackle,  but  as  far  as  all  other 
fish  are  concerned,  fishing  is  at  a standstill. — W. 
Bainbridge. 

Stour  (Sudbury,  Suffolk).— River  still  bright  and 
clear,  but  full  of  cut  and  growing  weeds.  The  fish  are 
quite  off  the  feed  A few  roach  have  bsen  taken  in  the 
evening,  but  they  feed  very  slowly.  Weather  dull  and 
colder,  with  a little  rain. — G.  W. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Harbours.— The  event  of  the 
week  in  the  Western  part  of  the  county  was  the  capture 
of  a nice  salmon  of  161b.  by  the  netsman  at  Bosham, 
Chichester  Harbour.  Although  this  does  not  come 
under  the  head  of  angling,  yet  our  readers  are  not 
perhaps  aware  that  both  salmon  and  sea-trout  are  not 
uncommon  in  the  estuary.  As  the  days  grow  shorter 
and  colder  the  bream  in  all  waters  are  chary  in  feeding, 
but  roach  seem  fairly  well  on.  In  the  upper  portion  of 
the  rivers  a good  freshet  would  do  incalculable  good  in 
freeing  the  water  of  decaying  vegetable  matter,  and  give 
an  impetus  to  spinning  for  perch  and  pike.  The  record 
from  the  Arnn  is  not  so  good  as  heretofore.  A few  good 
bream  and  roach  have  been  taken,  bream  up  to  31b.  and 
roach  of  2jlb.  ; but  perch  and  pike-fi.shing  is  now 
claiming  attention,  and  from  the  upper  reaches  a few 
pike  have  succumbed  to  live  snap  or  paternostering. 

Taw  (North  Devon).— Rivers  still  low,  very  few 
fishermen  about.  Net  fishing  has  closed.  I was  out 
with  a friend,  dace  fishing  (A,  Lister,  of  W.  Drayton), 
and  we  got  lOO  dace.  It  was  a good  afternoon’s  sport.— 
Rusty  Game.  . , , ^ , 

Teme  (Knighton).— Ram  has  been  had,  but  it  has 
not  altered  the  state  of  the  water,  which  remains  low 
and  clear,  and  quite  out  of  fishing  order.  No  rods  have 
been  out,  and  trout  go  out  of  season  at  the  end  of  this 
month.  ’ Little  fishing  is  expected  in  this  part.— 
K.  Knighton.  ^ 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  water  in  this  district  has 
been  visited  with  rain,  but  it  has  not  altered  the  level, 
which  is  very  low.  The  nights  have  been  cold  and  frosty. 
But  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  angling  is  dull. 
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Good  sport  should  ho  had  when  the  water  rises.  Trout 
are  going  ont  of  season  fast.  The  Pea,  Kyre,  and 
hodwyehe  are  all  low. — Wokckstkb. 

Trent  (Newark). — Barbel  fishermen  have  not  been 
so  successful  during  the  past  week,  and  signs  of  the  ap- 
proaching end  of  the  season  are  apparent  in  the  early 
morning  atmosphere.  Worms  have  aocountod  for 
several  mixed  bags  of  fish,  including  a few  barbel,  chub, 
dace,  eels,  and  flounders.  Some  good  roach  h.ave  been 
taken  by  Mr.  J.  Brown,  from  Dolphin’s  Hole,  with 
gentles,  and  dace  have  been  general  throughout  the 
district.  Chub  appear  to  favour  greaves  in  preference 
to  any  other  bait.  Bibbing  with  the  natural  fly,  Mr.  J. 
Shepherd  bagged  several  nice  chub,  up  to  21b.  weight, 
and  Mr  Pratt  had  similar  fish  with  gentles,  from  the 
Corporation  water.  Pike  have  been  taken  from  the 
Muskham  Fishery,  and  Mr.  W.  Fox  secured  one  of 
71b.  weight  from  the  Devon.  Trent  still  low  and  m 
good  order,  and  worms  and  gentles  will  secure  sport. 

Usk  (at  Usk). — The  river  is  four  inches  lower  than  in 
the  Jubilee  year.  The  few  salmon  remaining  in  the 
water  after  the  nets  ceased  in  August  last  are  kelt 
looking,  and  not  fit  for  eating  could  they  be  got  out. 
Seven  out  of  the  fifteen  persons  who  hold  season  tickets 
of  jt25  each  on  the  Lower  Association  waters  have  not 
taken  a single  salmon,  and  it  is  even  worse  than  this  on 
the  Tipper  Association  waters.  On  Thursday,  Mr. 
Welland,  London,  fishing  in  the  Canonbie  water,  landed 
a splendid  salmon,  weighing  211b.  On  Monday  last,  Mr. 
Kidd.  Longtown,  had  a sea-trout,  31b.  ; Mr.  K..  Calvert, 
Eowanburn,  caught  two  sea- trout ; and  Mr.  Welland  had 
a grilse  of  Olb.  In  the  lower  reaches  between  Longtown 
and  Metal  Ilridge  very  little  is  being  got,  a few  whiting, 
a grilse,  and  some  occasional  takes  of  sea-trout  being 
almost  all  that  is  recorded. — Gilnockie. 

Wharfe,  Yore,  &c. — There  is  very  little  doing  on 
these  rivers  at  present.  I fished  the  Eden  at  Arma- 
thwaite  on  Monday  last,  and  killed  eighteen  trout,  weigh- 
ing fi'Tb  , with  the  natural  minnow,  fished  on  "Ariel” 
tackle.  The  water  was  clear  as  crystal.  • 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincoln). — Some  rare  luck 
seemsto  have  been  exiierienced  on  the  Witham  this  week. 
The  crowd  which  was  drawn  by  the  great  match  of  the 
Sheffield  Angling  Association  brought  news  of  successes 
at  many  other  points,  and  in  that  match  the  takes  were 
quite  a surprise.  Some  of  the  visitors  who  stayed  later 
for  independent  fishing  had  quite  phenomenal  catches. 
One,  if  not  more,  got  something  like  four  stone  of  fish  of 
different  kinds,  especially  bream.  He  had  come  across 
a shoal,  and  bagged  several  scaling  3ilb.  This  was  on 
the  Hobhole  Drain,  near  Frieston  Bridge,  some  few  miles 
from  Bo.ston.  Good  baskets  were  made  at  several  other 
points  on  the  Witham  besides  Kirkstead.  The  good 
doings  of  last  Monday  will  encourage  many  to  contend 
for  the  Boston  tradesmen’s  prizes  on  Monday  next. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — AVe  are  having  a continuance  of  good 
sport  with  plaice.  Good  takes  are  made,  and  several 
fish  up  to  31b.  in  weight  have  been  caught.  The  best 
fishing  grounds  appear  to  be  either  a mile  and  a half 
off  the  Kcmptown  shore,  or  two  miles  off  the  West 
Pier. — H. 

Eroadstairs. — The  early  shoal  of  whitings  has 
arrived.  People  are  getting  five  or  six  score  per  boat  in 
a few  hours.  Rather  small  at  present.  Weather  to-day 
too  rough  to  go  out. — E.  Allnutt. 

Beal. — For  the  benefit  of  sea  fishermen,  I can  inform 
them  that,  after  the  recent  rains,  boat  fishing  for 
codlings  is  now  successful.  Not  many  are  caught  from 
the  pier  at  present.  My  filb.  and  4Jlb.  have  not  been 
beaten  yet.  AVhitings  are  very  plentiful  in  the  bay 
opposite  the  ruins  of  Sandown  Castle.  One  lot  I saw — 
about  seven  score— last  Saturday  were  caught  by  a 
gentleman  and  his  boatman;  they  were  given  to  the 
boatman,  who  made  a few  shillings  by  selling  them  at 
eight  for  a shilling.  A friend  caught  six  score.  The 
largest  pollack  last  week  was  caught  by  a London 
angler  : it  weighed  3-Jlb.  I lost  one  of  about  21b. 
through  ladies  getting  in  my  way  when  landing  same. 
Teddy,  the  pier  attendant,  caught  a lobster  of  41b..  and 
sold  it  to  a lady  for  3s.  6d.  They  get  hold  of  your  worm 
bait  and  twine  themselves  in  the  line.  I was  told  by  a 
retired  pilot  that  fifty  years  ago  lobster  pots  were  much 
used ; the  boatmen  were  fishermen  then  ; but  now  it 
pays  them  better  to  keep  pleasure-boats  for  hire  and 
larger  ones  for  fishing  purposes. — T.  E.  Sachs. 

Deal. — AVhiting  numerous,  but  small.  Cod  improving 
in  size.  Good  catches  throughout  the  week.  Mr. 
Richardson,  seventy  whiting  and  a few  cod  ; Mr.  Brooks, 
about  a score  of  cod  ; Mr.  Ball  the  same.  Large  number 
of  boats  out  with  good  results.  Rods  more  numerous. 
Good  prospects  for  autumn. — E,  Hanoee,  Agent, 
British  Sea  Anglers’  Society. 

Plymouth. — Plenty  of  sport  of  all  kinds  is  still 
to  be  had,  mackerel  especially,  which  are  now  being 
caught  in  great  numbers  at  the  bottom.  The  other 
morning  I counted  150  boats  of  all  sizes  and  shapes, 
and  they  all  seem  to  be  having  .sport.  Bass  have 
been  seen  at  the  Promenade  Pier,  but  I have  not 
heard  of  any  being  caught  ; some  few  grey  mullet  have 
been  landed,  and  a lot  of  pollack  smelt  are  also  being 
taken  freely.— River  Fishing.— The  water  is  still  very 
low,  but  fish  are  plentiful,  and  can  only  be  taken  by 
keeping  well  back  from  the  stream.  Yesterday  I 
walked  up  by  the  side  of  the  river  from  Straugh  Bridge 
to  Cadover  Bridge.  From  appearances  I should  think 
this  part  of  the  river  is  very  little  fished,  for  the  fisher- 
men’s path  is  entirely  grown  over,  and  required  no  small 
amount  of  energy  to  enable  a fisherman  to  get  through 
the  brushwood.  I saw  a lot  of  very  fine  fish  in  various 
piools,  but  it  was  too  woody  to  be  fished  with  a fly. 
There  are  plenty  of  salmon  and  peel  in  the  lower  reaches 


of  our  rivers  waiting  for  a freshet  to  enalile  them  to  got 
to  the  higher  waters  to  spawn. — William  Hkardbk. 

Scarborough.  Boat  anglers  continue  to  have  any 
amount  of  sport  with  silver  whiting,  which  abound  in 
the  immediate  bay.  A few  mackerel  are  still  to  be 
taken,  but  they  have  now  become  very  scarce.  Rook  cod 
may  soon  bo  fished  for  over  the  Scars.  We  have  had 
quite  a glut  of  herrings,  tons  of  which  have  been  sold 
for  manure. — H. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— On  the  4th,  Messrs.  Denniston  and  Knowles  had  forty 
trout ; Messrs.  Langton  and  Harben,  seventeen  trout ; 
and  Mr.  A.  Denniston,  twenty-four  trout.  On  the  5th, 
Messrs.  Harben  and  Langton,  London,  forty  trout; 
Messrs.  Denniston,  seventeen  trout ; and  Mr.  Knowles, 
twelve  trout.  On  the  8th,  Mr.  Braggins,  seventy  trout. 
On  the  9th,  Messrs.  Knowles  and  Langton,  thirty-three 
trout.  On  the  11th,  Messrs.  Harben  and  Langton, 
twenty-two  trout;  Messrs.  Denniston,  twenty  trout; 
and  Mr.  Knowles,  twelve  trout.  On  the  12th,  Messrs. 
Langton  and  Harben,  twenty-four  trout ; and  Mr. 
Knowles,  twenty-six  trout. — McB. 

Border  Bsk. — This  river  still  continues  to  run  low, 
and  anglers  are  having  but  indifi:’erent  sport.  In  the 
water  below  Langholm  Mr.  J.  Charlton  had  half  a 
dozen  sea-trout  at  two  fishings  : Mr.  J.  Bell  landed  four 
sea-trout ; Mr.  J.  Harkness  had  a like  number  in  the 
same  water  ; and  Mr.  Thomas  Irving  had  two  sea-trout. 
At  a single  fishing  in  Glenfirra,  Mr.  Alex.  M’Millan, 
Langholm,  caught  twelve  sea-trout  and  some  excellent 
yellow  trout,  all  with  the  fly,  and  Mrs.  Anderson  creeled 
twenty-four  yellow  trout  at  one  fishing  in  Ewes. 

Bunrannocb  Hotel  (Kannocb,  N B.).— The  fol- 
lowing sport  was  obtained  by  anglers  staying  at  Bur.ran- 
noch  Hotel  on  Loch  Rannoch  : Thursday.  Sept.  11,  Master 
Harold  Hubbard,  one  trout  ; Mr.  J - B.  Gryce,  Edin- 
burgh, sixteen  trout.  Friday,  Sept.  15,  Mr.  Hubbard 
and  Master  Harold  and  Eric  Hubbard,  thirty-eight 
trout ; Mr.  J.  B.  Kyd,  Edinburgh,  four  trout.  Saturday, 
Sept.  16,  Mr.  Mayall,  Liverpool,  twenty-nine  trout ; Mr. 
J.  B.  Kyd,  Edinburgh,  eight  trout  : Messrs.  Kyd, 

Dundee,  eight  trout  ; Master  Harold  and  Eric  Hubbard, 
five  fine  trout.  Monday,  Sept.  18.  Mr.  J.  B.  Kyd, 
Edinburgh,  four  trout ; Messrs.  Kyd  and  Black,  a nice 
basket  of  trout.  Tuesday,  Sept.  19,  Messrs.  Kyd  and 
Black,  ten  trout. — S.  H. 

Carron,  Easter  Ross  (Ardgay,  N B.).— River 
in  bad  order ; weather  unfavourable ; and  sport 
exceedingly  poor.  With  the  exception  of  a fish  or  two 
on  the  upper  heats,  nothing  has  been  done  since  last 
reported. — McB. 

Dee,  Don,  &c.  (Aberdeenshire).— Rains  have  been 
threatening,  but  they  have  not  come  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  move  the  waters  beyond  a few  inches. 
Autumn  fish  are  in  force  in  tidal  reaches,  and  a few 
stragglers  are  occasionally  on  the  move.  On  the  mid 
reaches  of  the  Dee  several  heavy  autumn  fish  were 
observed  last  week.  On  the  Forest  of  Glen  Tana 
waters  Sir  William  C.  Brooks’  party  creeled  two  fresh 
fish  last  week.  On  the  Aboyne  waters  some  three 
goodly  sized  fish  were  grassed,  while  Mr.  Williams 
landed  a nice  grilse  of  Olb.  on  the  Sluie  water,  and  one 
or  two  have  been  got  on  the  lower  reaches  about  Crathes 
and  Park.  On  the  nether  reaches  of  the  Heathcot  and 
tidal  waters  fairly  good  baskets  of  finnock  are  being 
made  daily. — Deesideb. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — The  water  in  the  River 
Deveron  is  not  in  the  best  of  fishing  condition,  and 
consequently  there  is  little  to  report.  On  the  Nether- 
dale  water,  Capt.  K.  Maitland  had  three  salmon,  of  71b., 
19Jlb.,  and  201b.  each  ; Mr.  Coldwell  had  a grilse  of  -51b. 
and  a salmon  of  161b. ; while  the  keeper  had  a couple  of 
grilse,  of  51b.  and  OJlb.  on  the  tidal  water,  and  on  the 
free  water  at  Huntly  there  were  very  few  trout  or 
grilse  killed,  although  a number  of  anglers  were 
engaged.  In  the  beginning  of  last  week  there  was  a 
fair  run  of  fish,  but  since  then  the  water  has  been  low. 

Duiibeath  (Dunbeath).— This  small  river  has  done 
well  during  the  past  week.  Messrs  Fritz  Brocklehurst 
and  A.  Ramsay  had  twenty-six  sea  and  eight  brown 
trout  in  the  mill  pool.  On  Wednesday  they  had  twelve 
sea-trout  and  eighteen  brown  weighing  131b.,  and  on 
Thursday  six  sea-trout  and  twenty-four  brown  trout, 
8ilb.  Major  Henderson  and  Captain  M’Lennan  had 
heavy  baskets  of  brown  trout  above  the  Culvert  Falls. 
Mr.  K.  Maclennan,  Edinburgh,  had  twenty-seven  brown 
trout  on  the  lower  beat.  " Zulu  ” fly  has'  been  found 
most  successful. — A.  P. 

Forsisiard  Hotel.— On  Monday,  the  11th,  Mr 
Hough,  of  Carlisle,  fished  Loch  Badden,  and  had  thirty- 
one  trout,  weighing  131b.,  and  a grilse  of  31b.  Mr. 
Miller,  Edinburgh,  fished  the  same  loch,  and  had  thirty 
trout,  151b.,  one  of  which  w-eighed  31b.  On  Tuesday  Mr. 
Hough  fished  Loch  Claohengeal,  and  had  nineteen  trout, 
161b.,  the  largest  sixteen  making  151b.  On  the  same  day 
Mr.  Miller  fished  Loch  Taluheil,  and  had  four  trout,  21b., 
and  Mr.  Dickson,  on  Loch  En-ruar,  15  trout,  61b.  On 
Thursday  Mr.  Dickson  fished  the  Halladale  river,  a-nd 
had  two  salmon  weighing  131b.  During  his  stay  of  a 
fortnight  Mr.  Hough  had  an  average  of  121b.  of  trout  per 
day.  Friday  and  Saturday  ivere  stormy,  and  nothing 
worth  recording  was  done. — Big  Sandy. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).— The  heaviest  spate  by 
far  this  year  came  down  during  the  past  week,  the  river 
in  many  places  overflowing  its  banks,  but,  except  to 
rabbit  burrows,  doing  no  other  damage.  On  this  occa- 
sion, although  the  water  was  dark  brown,  it  was 
remarkably  clean  and  free  from  debris,  and  large 
numbers  of  salmon  went  up.  The  river  is  now  full  of 
fish,  and  as  I write  it  is  in  grand  angling  ply  ; but 
shooting  is  the  XJ^svailing  attraction.  Sea-trout  are 


very  numerous  on  all  the  reaches  of  the  river,  indeed, 
better  than  for  some  years,  and  take  well  at  midday. 
Loch  anglers  are  rapidly  leaving  for  home,  owing  to  the 
change  to  cold  weather. — S.  C.  . _ . ,, 

Lairg  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg, N.B,).—'l  ho  weather 
of  last  week  was  most  unfavourable  for  angling.  The 
only  catch  of  last  weclc  worth  notinj?  was  made  on  liOch 
Shin  on  Thursday  by  Mr.  Chadwick. 

Loch  Brora.  -Last  week  Colonel  Grant  had  nine- 
teen fish,  of  which  twelve  were  sea-trout.  Aldernian 
William  Bantock,  during  the  week,  had  sixty-seven  fish, 
of  which  fifty-four  were  sea-trout.  Rev.^Mr.  Stevenson 
had  seven  brown  and  nine  sea-trout.  Captain  Suther- 
land had  a fine  basket,  containing  two  sea-trout,  of  41b. 
each,  and  several  of  11b.  Mr.  Norris,  m four  days,  got 
thirty-seven  sea-trout  and  eleven  brown  trout.  Mr. 
George  Adams  had,  one  day,  eight  sea  and  nine  brown 
trout.  Mr.  Mynn  fished  for  two  days,  and  had  thirteen 
sea-trout  and  seven  brow'n  trout,  totalling  lilb,  A.  P. 

Loch  Laro.  -On  Monday,  Earl  Stanhope,  from 
James’s  Villa,  Lairg,  killed  two  dozen  very  fine  trout. 

Lochnasting'.  — Mr.  Vash  and  Mr.  Robertson, 
London,  on  Lochnasting,  on  the  14th  inst.,  captured 
120  trout;  the  same  gentlemen,  on  the  15th  inst.,  took 
108  trout. 

Loch  of  Stenness  (Orkney).— Thefollowing gentle- 
men, fishing  the  Loch  of  Stenness,  staying  at  the  Masons 
Arms  Hotel,  Stromness  : On  Monday,  Sept.  11,  Mr. 

Waterstone,  seven  trout,  171b.,  heaviest  71b.  ; Tuesday, 
Messrs.  Waterstone  and  Unwine,  thirteen  trout,  281b., 
three  of  them  above  3Ib.  The  same  day  Mr.  Lethem 
landed  a 10-pounder,  after  two  hours’  play.— John 
jMackay  ♦ 

Ifloch  *Ramiocli.— The  following  sport  was  obtained 
by  anglers  from  Dunalastair  Hotel: — Sept.  13,  Messrs. 
Johnston  and  Kemp,  Bexley,  on^  river,  thirteen  trout. 
Sept.  14,  Messrs.  Johnson  and  Kemp,  on  loch,  fourteen 
trout ; L)r.  Crossley,  London,  ten  trout.  Sept.  16,  Mr. 
Barton  amd  son.  on  river,  four  trout ; Dr.  Crossley,  ou 
loch,  eighteen  trout.  Sept.  18.  Dr.  Crossley.  on  loch, 
eleven  trout ; Messrs.  Johnston  and  Kemp,  sixteen 
trout  ■ Miss  Laffan  and  Miss  Russell  Roberts,  London, 
ten  trout  ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blaoklock,  Banbury,  nine 
trout  • Mr.  George  Blaoklock,  Banbury,  three  trout. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  Thurso,  N.B.).— Sport  has  not 
been  good  of  late  owing  to  a<lverse  weather,  floods,  &c. 
On  Saturday  last  the  river  was  fully  28in.  above 
ordinary  height.  The  sport  has  been  as  follows ; On  the 
6th,  Mr.  Percy  H.  AVormald,  one  salmon  of  8|lb.,  and  on 
Saturday  week  two  salmon,  111b.  and  5^lb.  ; on  Wednes- 
day, Mr'  Stibbard  landed  two  salmon  of  121b.  and  81b. ; 
and  Major  Burnell,  a 10-pounder : Mr.  Percy  H.  AVor- 
niald  caught  a salmon  of  141b. — Mr'B. 

Ness  (Inverness). — This  water  continues  m sxdendid 
order,  and  sport  during  the  week  has  been  fairly  good. 
On  the  14th,  the  “ free  day,”  the  local  anglers  landed 
sixteen  grilse,  averaging  6^1b.,onthe  Ness  Castle  water. 
Lord  Mount  Stephen  landed  nine  fish  on  the  Doch  four 
water  on  the  18th,  landed  one  salmon,  201b.  on  the  Balh- 
farry  water ; Mr-.  Brougham,  on  the  14th,  landed  two 
grilse,  91b.  and  7|lb. — D.  Watson. 

North  Uist  (Lochmaddy).— Weather  still  very 
wet  and  altogether  against  successful  angling.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  WY-ight,  on  Loch  Skealtair,  on  14th,  had  two 
salmon,  7Jlb.  and  6|lb.,  and  one  sea-trout,  lib.  On 
Strumore,  Messrs.  Cousin  au'l  Greig  had  baskets  of 
fifteen,  sixteen,  and  seventeen  fish,  weighing  respec- 
tively 51b.,  Sib.,  and  7Jlb.,  and  Messrs.  Hay  and  Tunni- 
cliflr'e,  on  Loch  Gerin,  had  four  sea  and  four  brown  trout, 
4Hb.— James  M.  Eraser.  _ „ „ , 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lair^,  H.B.  . 
Sport  has  of  late  been  improving,  especially  in  sea-trout 
and  Sahno  ferox  angling.  The  following  have  been 
amongst  the  best  baskets : — On  the  8th,  Mr.  Hind,  two 
dozen  trout  ; Mr.  Kichard  Miller,  fourteen  trout ; and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fairfax,  twenty  trout.  On  the  same  date 
the  Garvie  river  was  fished  for  the  first  time  this  season 
by  Mr.  Kirkbride,  Nottingham,  and  Mr.  Mackay,  who 
lauded  three  Snlmo  ferox  beauties,  weighing  141b.,  101b., 
and  8lb.  On  the  9th  Mr.  Kirkbride  grassed  a fine 
Sohyio  feroe  of  13^1b.  : while  other  anglers  made  good 
baskets  of  trout  ou  the  lochs.  On  13th  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fairfax,  Mr.  Hind,  Mr.  Kirkbride,  and  others  had  good 
baskets  of  trout  on  the  lochs ; and  Mr.  Crawford  a 
Salmo  fero  ' of  61b.  on  Garvie  river.  Ou  Thursday  last 
Mr.  aud  Mrs.  Fairfax  two  and  a half  dozen  trout : Mr. 
Kirkbride,  one  Sahno  jeror.,  djlb.  ; and  Mr.  Hind, 
nineteen  sea-trout,  40Jlb. — Mc'B. 

Oykel  (via  Lairg,  N.S.). — Sport  has  been  almost 
nil  lor  some  time  back.  About  a week  ago  the 
overflowed  its  banks,  and  inundated  the  adjacent  lands 
with  such  rapidity  that  farm  produce,  live  stock,  &c., 
were  swept  away  before  they  could  be  rescued.  Km- 
baukments  aud  dykes  were  also  destroyed.  McB. 

Rliiconicii  Hotel.  — Sept.  12,  AV.  J.  Donliavand, 
thirty-five  coal  fish.  Loch  inebard  ; H.  AAYight,  six  sea- 
trout,  Skerraha  ; Mrs.  Gilmore,  one  salmon.  71b.,  Garbet 
Beg  13th,  AA".  J.  DonLavand,  fifty-five  lirown  trout, 
Na  Ula  : Mr.  Ratcliffe.  ten  sea-trout.  Garbet  More ; 
Mrs,  Gilmore,  two  sea-trout,  Garbet  Beg.  14th,  Mr. 
Ratiiffe,  one  sea-trout.  Loch  Croagh  ; AV.  J.  Donbavand. 
one  sea-trout,  Skerraha.  15th,  AA  . J.  Donbavand,  501 
coal  fish  and  thirty-five  herrings.  Loch  Inchard : Mrs. 
Gilmore,  one  salmon,  1311  >.,  Garbet  Beg  : Messrs.  Heaton 
and  Gibb,  twenty  four  brown  and  sea-trout.  Loch  Ra 
Ula.  Herrings  all  caught  upon  the  fly,  and  were  Yery 
gamy  indeed,  e<iual  to  sea-trout  of  lib.  I should  think 
this  is  quite  a rare  way  to  catch  herrings  in  the  north 
I have  seen  some  rare  fish  caught  in  my  time  : u e had 
even  eel  and  a char  on  the  fly  the  other  day.  The 
weather  has  been  so  awfully  bad  this  last  week  that  tew 
ventured  out  of  doors  ; loch  and  stream  brim  full,  and 
rained  ou  day  and  night ; this  morning  it  has  improved. 
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Scourie  Hotel  Waters  {Scourie  by  Lairg*  N.B  ). 

—Weather  of  last  week  was  A'ery  wet  aud  windy,  and 
most  unfavourable  for  sport.  Fair  basket^^,  however, 
were  made  by  Messrs.  Howard  and  Withers,  of  Liver- 
pool ; Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fairfax,  Australia;  and  Mr.  R. 
Sug-den  Payne,  ot  Liverpool. — J.  Y. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — On  Saturday,  Col.  Hall, 
Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  landed  a tine  salmon  of  171b.  on 
Angus  Pool,  and  Rev.  McGowan,  on  Loch  Luro,  twelve 
trout,  8Ib.  On  Monday,  this  week,  Col.  Hall  caught  a 
41b.  grilse  on  Angus  Pool,  and  a salmon,  weighing  141b.. 
on  Meadow  Pool ; L>r.  White  fished  Loch  Crakie  and 
got  seven  nice  trout.  A nximber  of  clean-run  grilse  have 
been  recently  caught  on  the  lower  beats. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  herling  fishing  has  been 
a miserable  failure  this  season,  sport  has  gradually 
declined  until  many  expert  anglers  cannot  now  get 
above  a brace  of  fish  in  four  of  five  hours’  fishing.  The 
rivers  have  dwindled  down  to  below  summer  level.  At 
the  time  of  writing  the  barometer  in  low  enough  to  bring 
rain,  and  it  is  probable  that  we  will  have  a wet  October 
with  a grand  back-end  fishing.  The  Solway  is  full  of 
fish  which  keep  hovering  about  in  the  tidal  parts  of  the 
rivers,  refusing  to  ascend  further  owing  to  the  low 
waters.  Annan. — Very  poor  sport  has  been  had  on  the 
Annan  during  the  past  w'eek.  The  baskets  being  taken 
by  the  following  : Messrs.  Gemmell  Bros.,  George  Garrick 
W.  Wallas,  and  Scott.  There  are  plenty  of  salmon  in 
the  pools,  but  they  will  not  look  at  a fly. — Galloway 
Rivers— 1 here  has  been  no  change  in  the  waters  of 
this  district,  and  no  sport  has  been  bad  for  many  weeks 
past.  In  consequence  of  the  extensive  illegal  angling 
in  the  Urr  last  back-end,  the  riparian  proprietors  and 
pnuine  sportsmen  held  a meeting  on  Monday  at  Castle 
L)ouglas,  in  order  to  take  steps  to  protect  the  river.  A 
committee  was  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Fishery 
Board.  The  Nith. — No  sport  has  been  bad  on  any 
reach  of  tins  river— Ayrshire  Lochs  and  Streams. 
— Fairly  good  sport  has  been  obtained  on  Loch  Finla.s 
since  my  last  notes,  and  a few  anj^lers  have  been  out 
from  the  hotels  in  Dalmellington  on  Loch  Boon.  The 
streams  in  this  district  have  not  been  so  low  in 
Seiitember  for  a perioii  of  twenty  years. — Heather- 
bell. 

®P®y-~Good  sport  was  enjoyed  last  week  in  some  of 
the  reaches,^  but  as  a rule  the  varying  volume  of  water 
was  a deteriorating  element  against  successful  all-round 
sport.  On  the  Ballindalloch  second,  on  Monday,  Mr. 
Watt  killed  two  salmon  of  8Hb.  and  01b.  ; on  Wednes- 
day two  grilse  of  .5Hb.  and  4jlh.  ; and  on  Thursday  week 
two  salmon  of  17Jlh.  and  7Jlb. ; and  on  the  water  at 
Craigellacbie  on  the  latter  day  Mrs.  Grant  had 
one  ot  111b.  On  the  Aberlour  House  water,  on  Wed- 
nesday, Mr.  J.  Mackenzie  killed  a grilse  of  Cjlb.  ; and 
on  the  upper  section  of  the  Easter  Elchies  water,  Mr. 
Mclvinnon  killed  a salmon  ot  101b.,  and  Mr.  Jas.  Kirk 
one  of  111b.  ; while  from  the  lower  section  of  the  same 
water  on  Monday,  Mr.  Duff  lauded  two  salmon  weighing 
ISlb.  and  20lb.,  and  on  Tuesday  another  of  151b.  On  his 
water  at  Aikenway,  on  Friday.  Mr.  W.  G.  Stewart- 
Menzies,  of  Culdares,  had  a fine  fish  of  201b. ; and  on  the 
Wester  Elchies  water.  Sir  Archibald  Smith  killed  one  of 
181b.  ; and  Mr.  Smith,  jun,,  one  of  2olb.  on  Tuesday, 
besides  several  grilse  throughout  the  week.  The  Duke 
of  Richmond  and  Gordon  is  entertaiuiug  at  Gordon 
Castle  a lai'ge  party  for  the  fishing,  including  Prince 
Henry  of  Battenberg  (who  arrived  on  Tuesday),  the  Earl 
or  Zetland,  Earl  of  Hardwicke,  Sir  Robert  and  Lady 
Abercromby,  Sir  John  Gladstoue,  Col.  Clark,  Lord 
Alexander  Paget,  the  Countess  of  Sandwich,  and  Mr  R 
Moncrieffe. — J.  M. 

Tay  (Perth). — Since  the  autumn  season  commenced 
• been  very  low,  and  sport  has  been  very 

indifferent  in  consequence.  It  has  improved  however 
within  the  past  few  days.  On  Stobhall,  Mr.  Maxwell  killed 
a fish,  141b.,  on  Saturday.  On  the  same  water  Mr. 
Everett  Millais  killed  one,  .321b.  On  Monday  Captain 
Livingsion  and  Lieutenant  Hay  killed  four,  191b  181b 
1/lb  1.51b  ; Sir  J.  E.  Millais  two,  201b.  and  101b. ; and  Mr! 
Bidder  and  Lord  Rosslyn  had  two  each.  On  Benchill, 
Lord  Brooke,  the  Hon.  Lewis  Greville,  and  Captain 
Greville  killed  three.  On  Tuesday  Lord  Rosslyu  killed 
hve.  On  Wednesday  Sir  J.  E.  Millais  killed  three  a 
salmon  of  171b.  and  two  grilse  ; Mr.  Jas.  F.  Pnllar  and 
friend,  two  fish  and  two  grilse  ; Mr.  Bidder  three  : and 
Mr  Snthrie  Loenie  one,  lOlb.  Captain  Murray, 
killed  two^  fish.  211b.  aud  81b.  On  the  free  water, 
Captain  M'Fagan  killed  two  grilse  ; and  Mr.  Wardrope 
two,  Messrs.  Wilson  two,  Mr.  Mallock  one,  Mr  Mason 
three. 

Tongue  Hotel.  — Fishing  on  Kinloc’a  River,  on 
Sept.  14,  Mr.  Watts,  Plymouth,  the  lessee  of  the  Ribegill 
caugLt  two  fine  salmon,  weighing  respectively 
151b  and  121b.,  and  one  grilse,  weighing  41b.  The  same 
gentleman,  on  same  river,  on  following  day,  caught  one 
sabnon,  weighing  51b.,  and  51b.  sea-trout.— A.  Hemus. 

Tweed,  &c.— The  rivers  are  very  low  and  foul, 
Salmon  are  fairly  plentiful  in  the  bay  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  only  awaiting  a flood  to  allow  them  to  get  up 
the  rivers.  A good  many  sea-trout  and  grilse  have  been 
nmkuig  their  way  up  the  river  since  the  nets  were  taken 
ofi,  but  the  conditions  of  water  and  weather  renders 
snccessiul  salmon  angling  almost  impossible.  Trout 
nstiers  are  occasionally  having  lair  baskets,  especially 
on  days  when  there  is  a bi'eeze.  The  season  for  netting 
on  the  J weed  clo.sedon  Thursday  last,  and  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  has  been  one  of  the  worst  ever  experienced 
oy  those  holding  commercial  waters.  -Maxwheel. 

Ytnan.— I'he  netting  season  closed  last  Saturday, 
^r-11  then  sport  has  considerably  improved,  but 

still  there  is  a wide  margin  to  what  may  be  expected 
under  more  favourable  angling  conditions  .From  now  till 
the  middle  of  October  is  the  best  time  for  sea-trout  and 


finnock  angling  on  the  tidal  reaches.  Among  others 
making  good  baskets  may  be  mentioned  Rev.  Mr.,  Mrs., 
and  Miss  Walters,  Isle  of  Man;  General  Rankins, 
London  ; Col.  and  Mrs.  Holdsvvith,  Capt.  Rose,  and  Mr. 
Duncan,  Aboyne,  &c.  The  netting  season  was  a good 
one  as  regards  salmon,  but  a failure  as  regards  grilse. 
The  heaviest  salmon  of  the  season  was  got  the  day  prior 
to  the  close,  and  scaled  511b. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh). — Practically  there  was  no 
sport  this  week,  the  river  being  very  low  and  clear.  A 
goodly  number  of  pike,  however,  were  cleared  out.  On 
Monday,  in  a few  hours,  Mr.  J.  A.  Bristowe  bagged  six 
pike,  the  heaviest  of  which  weighed  81b.,  measured  32in. 
in  length  aud  12in.  in  girth,  and  gave  fifteen  minutes 
smart  play  on  a 9ft,  lloz.  (fly)  trout  rod.  The  bait  was 
^ and  Silver  Phantom,  touched  with  vermillion, 

which  is  found  to  be  very  deadly  in  clear  water.  Salmon 
and  some  very  large  Snlino  ferox  are  observable  in  the 
pools. 

Blackwater  (Benburb,  co.  Tyrone).— The  water 
is  low  and  clear.  On  Thursday  evening,  Mr.  John 
Mills  killed  a splendid  Snlmo  ferox  of  51b. ; Mr.  Carter 
had  a trout  of  31b.  Salmon  in  the  pools  will  not  look 
at  the  fly.  Some  heavy  bags  of  perch  were  made 
recently,  one  rod  getting  5Glb.  A dead  pike  of  24-|lb. 
was  picked  up  near  Blackwater  town  a few  days  ago 
with  several  triangles  in  its  gullet.  One  of  301b.  was 
killed  at  the  same  place  three  years  ago. 

Buncrana  Bakes  aiidKivers  (Donegal). — Owing 
to  the  low  state  of  the  rivers  very  little  has  been  done 
this  week,  and  sport  on  the  lakes  is  not  much  better.  In 
Crana  river  the  pools  are  pretty  well  stocked  with 
salmon  and  sea-trout. 

Connauglit  Hivers. — From  the  streams  of  the  west 
there  is  nothing  special  to  report.  The  season  will  close 
next  Saturday,  30th  inst.,  on  the  Owenmore,  Newport, 
Sligo,  Onghterard,  &c.,  and  a good  many  on  the  15th 
prox.— J.  A.  B. 

Crossgar  (co.  Down).  The  water  is  low  and  clear, 
and  tcarcely  anything  is  being  done.  Last  week 
some  Belfast  anglers  had  light  baskets  of  trout  on  the 
Kilmore  reaches.  Unfortunately,  the  recent  plague  of 
flax  water  played  sad  havoc  among  the  trout.  The 
season  closes  the  31st  prox.,  and  it  has  been  the  worst 
experienced  for  twenty  years. — J.  A.  B. 

Bougli  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Sport  has  not  improved  much.  Major  Cresswell  had  two 
salmon,  7Hb.  and  5 Jib.,  since  last  report.  The  white 
trout  baskets  ran  from  a brace  to  si.x  during  the  week. 
The  brown  trout  angling  continues  below  the  average. 
The  following  gentlemen  have  been  out :— Major  Cress- 
well,  Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Dale,  Mr.  Purdie,  and  Mr.  Merre- 
weather.  Sea  angling  continues  very  good,  the  fish 
principally  taken  being  whiting-pollack,  gurnet,  bream, 
and  whiting.  The  weather  is  now  changing,  with  every 
prospect  of  immediate  rain. — T.  J.  Dbnnehy. 

Iioug'li  Neagli. — The  pollen  fisheries  are  hardly  so 
good  as  they  were,  the  takes  of  fish  being  compara- 
tively small,  and  few  salmon  were  taken  recently. 
Night  lining  for  eels  is  fairly  good.  Last  Saturday  a 
water  bailiff’,  while  on  duty  in  Cookstown,  seized  two 
boxes  which  were  supposed  to  contain  fresh  herrings, 
but  which  were  found  to  contain  pollen,  403  of  which 
were  under  Sin.  in  length,  the  legal  measure. 

Mourne  and  Strule  (Ne'wtonstewart,  co. 
Tyrone). — Angling,  considering  the  weather,  is  not 
bad.  The  9th  inst.  John  McGin  killed  a salmon,  tJlb.  ; 
John  Houston,  one,  71b.  ; John  Sweeney,  two,  7ib.  and 
81b. : Major  Lawrence,  one,  01b.  lOih,  .John  Houston, 
one,  61b.  ; Professor  Leitch,  four,  291b.  14th,  John 

Sweeney,  two,  7Jlb.  and  O.ilb.  ; David  Donell,  one,  Gib. 
IGih,  John  McGin,  one,  871b.  17th,  John  Sweeney,  one, 

Gib.  18th.  John  McGin,  one,  51b. 

Moy  and  Bakes  (Ballina)  — Salmon  angling  ended 
here  on  the  15th  inst.  The  past  season  was  one  of  the 
worst  on  lecord  for  rods  and  nets.  Trout  fishing  still 
goes  on,  and  some  nice  fish  have  been  taken  with  fly  since 
the  rain  set  in,  np  to  4Jlb.  On  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen 
Mr.  Locke,  has  had  a good  many  pike  lately,  a few  good 
sized  ones,  but  nothing  over  24l'b.  A few  days  ago  a fine 
pike  wa.s  found  by  a man  crossing  the  lough,  on  the  top 
of  the  water  gapping  for  breath,  with  an  81b.  red  salmon 
inside  him,  which  was  partly  decomposed,  the  tail  of 
the  salmon  was  right  out  of  the  fish’s  mouth,  and 
after  it  was  taken  away  the  pike  weighed  3Glb. — Frank 
Hearns. 

Shaunou  and  Bough  Derg  (Killaloe). — 

Sho  Id  the  heavy  rain  continue  sufficiently  longtr  raise 
the  water  another  twelve  inches  or  so,  the  October 
fishing  should  be  first-rate.  The  tronting  on  Mr.  W. 
Young’s  preserves  has  been  very  good  of  late,  and  the 
sea-t)  out  have  been  visiting  us  in  extraordinarily  large 
numbers.  Mr.  Young’s  reserved  waters  actually  teem 
with  these  fishes,  whilst  salmon  and  grilse  are  as  nume- 
rous almost  as  the  boulders  along  the  river  shore.  Lough 
Derg  is  yielding  good  sport  with  the  pike.  On  Tuesday 
Mr.  G’ Toole  killed  mne  pike,  weighing  30lb.,  and  on 
Wednesday  he  brought  to  boat  three,  weighing  181b., 
and  three  perch,  weighing  7Jlb. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Skaniion  (Castleconiiell).  — For  some  time  past  the 
only  repui'D  we  could  make  was  dry,  bright  weather, 
clear,  low  water,  and  poor  sport.  During  the  past  week! 
however,  a little  rain  fell,  aud,  though  the  water  is  still 
low  and  clear,  fishing  has  been  more  successful.  On 
Doouas.s,  Messrs.  L.  and  W.  Dixon  got  one  salmon, 
lOlta.,  on  14th,  three  peal,  31b.,  31b.,  and  41b.,  on  IGth! 
aud  nvo  salmon,  191b.  and  20lb.,  on  18th.  Mr.  w! 
Jones's  men,  on  Hermitage,  killed  one  salmon,  17Jlb., 
on  13th,  and  one  salmon,  14Jlb.,  on  20th.  Some  nice 
baskets  of  trout  have  also  been  obtained. — John 
Enkight  and  Son. 


Westmeath  Bakes  (Mulling-ar).  — The  fishing 
season  will  close  upon  the  Westmeath  lakes  and  rivers 
on  the  30th  inst.  On  Lough  Derravaragh  splendid  sport 
has  been  had  among  the  pike.  Since  the  shooting  season 
commenced,  fishing  has  fallen  off  considerably,  only  a 
few  boats  being  daily  engaged  in  the  latter  pastime. 
The  Lakes  Preservation  Society  intend  to  enter  upon  the 
winterer  close  season  campaign  with  re-doubled  vigour. 
Two  important  cases  of  fish  poaching  are  at  present  sub 
judice. — T.  J.  W. 


Reports  from  Clutrs 


Ang-lers’  Association.  -The  Langford  Hall  Fishery 
will  be  open  to  members  of  the  Anglers’  Association  on 
and  after  Sept.  29.  Members  to  show  their  privilege 
tickets  when  requested  by  another  member  or  other 
pepons  engaged  to  protect  the  fishery.  The  waters 
being  close  to  a very  quiet  little  village  and  near  the 
church,  members  are  requested  to  be  as  quiet  as  possible 
on  Sundays  during  Divine  service. — R.  Ghurnet. 

Anglers’  Association  (No.  1 Eastern  District). — 
The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the  Hearts  of  Oak,  the- 
Old  Crown,  corner  of  Hare-street,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal 
Green,  on  Monday  next.  Sept.  25,  when  I hope  to  have 
onr  usual  good  attendance. — G.  Manning. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.— Since  my  last 
reporo  I beg  to  acknowledge,  witti  thanks,  the  receipt 
of  13s.  Gd.  from  the  donation  box  of  the  Sundial  Angling 
Society. — R.  Ghurnet. 

Albert  Piscatorials,  Cawley  Arms,  Cawley-road,. 
Brixton,  S.W.  (President,  Albert  Chevalier).— On  the 
17th  inst.,  Mr.  Barnes  and  Mr.  Davies  weighed-in  roach 
and  bream.  On  the  20th  inst.  the  delegates  (Messrs. 
Barnes  and  Davies)  gave  in  their  report.  I hope 
members  will  attend  next  Wednesday  to  arrange  for  our 
next  match. — C.  Davies. 

Allason  United  Brotkers. — The  members  met  on 
the  20th,  and  the  usual  business  was  transacted,  and  Mr. 
Vende  was  elected  as  working  member.  Our  delegates 
gave  in  their  report  from  the  Anglers’  Association,  and 
it  was  received  well.  Will  members  of  the  above  and 
other  clubs  note  that  Mr.  E.  Cook’s  competition  at 
Slough  takes  place  on  the  17th  inst.  Two  rods  allowed, 
and  all  fish,  bar  eels,  to  weigh.  Register  names  at  the 
Brickmakers’  Arms,  Slough. — B.  Abrahams. 

Special  Notice  to  holders  of  privilege  tickets  of  the 
Anglers’  Association. — A competition,  no  entrance  fee,, 
free,  will  take  place  in  the  Slough  Canal,  on  Sept.  24. 
Names  to  be  registered  at  the  Brickmakers’  Arms, 
Slough.  Two  rods  allowed,  and  all  fish,  bar  eels,  to 
weigh-in.  Live  bait  allowed,  but  not  sizeable.  The 
following  is  the  standard  of  fish  to  weigh-in  ; jack,  18in. 
tench.  Sin.  ; bream,  lOiii. ; perch,  7in.  ; roach,  7in.  Com- 
petitors to  leave  London  by  any  train  after  8 a.m. 
to-morrow.  No  member  will  be  elegible  to  compete  who 
goes  down  over  night.  There  are  numerous  prizes  to 
be  competed  for,  and  we  hope  brother  anglers  will 
muster  m full  force.  Boundary  is  from  the  Basin  to  the 
bridge  end  of  Veitch’s  tow  path  or  meadow. — B» 
Abrahams,  hon.  see. 

Amateur  Biockfisliers’  Angling  Society.  — A 

novice  competition,  for  the  members  who  had  never 
taken  a prize,  was  held  on  Saturday  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Aberdeen  Amateur  Rockfishers’  Association. 
When  the  catches  were  weighed-in  it  was  found  that 
the  prize-winners  were  : — 1st,  J.  Gibson,  101b.  14oz. 
2nd,  G.  Adams,  81b.  ; 3rd,  A.  Mowat,  51b.  lloz.;  4th,  J. 
Robb,  lib.  lloz.  The  special  prize  of  a hook-book, 
given  by  Mr.  Nicol,  Correction  ’VVynd,  for  the  heaviest 
fish,  was  won  by  G.  Adams  with  one  weighing  41h.  2oz. 

Amicable  Brothers  Anglers  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship-street. — On  the  17th  inst.  we  had  some 
fine  bream  shown  by  Mr.  Harding.  Wednesday  evening 
our  general  meeting  was  a great  success,  the  balance- 
sheet  was  passed  and  the  Preservation  Fund  was 
augmented.  Our  next  outing  takes  place  at  St.  Mar- 
garet’s, on  Oct.  15,  from  St.  iVfargaret’s  Bridge  to  Rail- 
way Bridge  above,  tow-path  only,  to  start  by  8.2  train 
from  Liverpool-street. — F.  G.  Hutchins 
Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
Sun,  Great  Sntton-street,  Gosweil-road. — On  the  17th 
inst.  our  members  were  out  in  good  force,  to  fish  for 
prizes  at  Amberley,  in  Association  water,  the  following 
members  being  successful ; — Mr.  Windier,  first,  with, 
roach;  Mr.  Lewis,  second,  with  roach;  Mr.  W.  Hake, 
third,  with  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Nunn,  roach;  Mr. 
Lattimore,  roach ; Mr.  Tomkins,  roach  ; and  Mr.  Lam- 
barth,  jun.,  roach.  Members  are  particularly  requested, 
to  attend  on  Thursday  evening,  the  28th  inst.,  for  the 
special  general  meeting,  when  important  business  is  to 
be  transacted. — E.  R.  Embleton. 

Battersea  United  Piscatorials,  Lord  Ranelagh, 
Verona-street,  S.W. — In  report  for  last  week  I made  an 
error  in  the  weight  of  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Mackrell’s 
fish.  It  should  have  been  181b.  Goz.  On  20th  inst.  Mr. 

E.  Wilson  weighed-in  101b.  15Joz.  barbel,  and  Mr.  F. 
Jury,  71b.  12joz.  A pant  match  is  arranged  to  take  place 
at  Staines  on  Oct.  11;  all  members  going  to  register 
their  names  on  or  before  Oct.  4 ; and  it  has  also  been 
proposed  that  our  photographs  be  taken.  We  have  four 
prizes,  and  no  prize  be  taken  with  less  than  lib.  of  fish. 
The  sum  of  .£2  ISs.  has  been  subscribed  for  the  Skegness 
disaster,  and  forwarded  to  the  Olapnam  Park  Angling 
Society.  -A.  Trowbridge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 

pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey.— We  had  rather  a poor  show 
of  fish  on  the  17th,  only  four  members  weigbing-in  ; 

H.  Patman,  roach;  J.  Smith,  roach;  J.  A.  Payne, 
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l)roam ; ami  P.  Allum,  dace;  total  gross  weight  311li. 
Members  i)lease  notice  the  comiiotition  for  the  Septem- 
ber series  of  prizes  will  he  fished  on  the  21tli,  place  and 
conditions  to  lie  decided  at  the  meeting  on  the  22nd. — A. 
Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling-  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street.  - Since  my  last  report  several  gentle- 
men have  weighod-in  Mr.  Marigold,  bream;  Mr. 
Poster,  bream  ; Mr.  P.  Barker,  bream ; and  Mr.  Wheel- 
house,  chub.  I wish  to  remind  members  not  present 
last  Wednesday  that  our  dinner  and  match  takes  place 
on  Sept.  21,  at  Woking,  for  six  prizes,  and  Mr.  Wilson’s 
prize  for  largest  fish  caught  on  that  day.  All  to  start 
from  Waterloo  by  the  8.15  train,  which  has  three 
carriages  reserved  for  the  Blackfriars  party. — J. 

Poster.  ^ 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street.  On  the  17th  wo  had  a nice 
show  of  fish  as  follows  : C.  Davis,  roach,  rndd,  and 
perch;  J.  Young,  roach  and  perch;  and  P.  J.  Paine, 
chub.  On  the  20th,  J.  Windsor,  roach  and  rndd  ; J. 
Pailes,  roach,  rudd,  and  tench,  heaviest  tench  lib.  8|oz. 
— D.  Warren. 

Bomore  Angling  Society.  — Our  roving  match 
took  place  on  the  17ih  inst.  to  West  Drayton,  and  all 
the  prizes  were  taken.  We  were  very  glad  to  have  a 
nice  fine  day,  but  for  want  of  rain  the  waters  were  very 
low.  The  prize  winners  were  Messrs.  Griffiths,  Alders, 
J.  Ball,  Pike,  and  Weeks. — P.  Staniford. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.  -It  is  particularly 
requested  that  eve.y  member  should  attend  next  Wed- 
nesday, as  there  is  a very  important  and  interesting 
matter  that  I wish  to  bring  before  them.  One  impor- 
tant item  is  to  arrange  for  a spread  given  by  our  worthy 
host,  Mr.  Rowe.  We  have  had  some  good  shows  of  fish 
by  Mr.  Rowe,  barbel,  and  Mr.  Ward,  jack,  daring  the 
past  week  — J.  H, 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  Doyley  Arms,  Marl- 
borough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W. — On  the  17th  inst.  Mr. 
Cecil  weighed-in  some  nice  roach.  On  Monday  Mr. 
Avis  had  a take  of  bream  close  on  301b.;  Mr.  Sander 
also  had  bream.  It  was  arranged  that  a smoking  concert 
should  be  held  on  Oct,  4 in  aid  of  the  Preservation  and 
Re-stocking  Fund.  We  shall  be  very  pleased  to  see 
any  brother  anglers  who  may  care  to  come  up. — H.  R. 

Btuns-wick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley. — Our  members  fished  for  prizes  at 
Chelmsford  on  the  17th,  the  following  being  successful : 
J.  Watkins,  1st;  B.  Bissell,  2nd;  N.  Lees,  jun.,  3rd. 
Messrs.  Parmenter,  J.  Hart,  B.  Lees,  Oaks,  Randell 
also  weighed-in  roach  and  dace.  Tuesday  next  being 
quarterly  night  I hope  all  members  will  attend  and 
settle  all  arrears. — J.  Watkins. 

Buckland  Angling  Society,  Bolton  District.— 
Mr.  John  Newton  (of  above  club)  caught  a chub  in  the 
River  Vyrn^y,  41b.  7ioz.  3drs.  ; length,  21in. ; girth, 
13Jin.  It  has  been  sent  to  Messrs.  Cooper  to  be  put 
up.  This  is  the  largest  known  to  be  weighed  in  the 
above  district. — J.  T.  Dale. 

Burton  Piscatorials,  Globe,  Derby-street,  King’s 
Cross. — During  the  past  fortnight  the  following  have 
weighed-in  roach  and  dace  ; C.  Roberts,  81b.  4Joz.  ; A. 
Richards,  41b.  3|oz. ; W.  Symes,  21b.  l4oz. ; P. 
Brierley,  11b.  lloz.,  and  Mr.  B.  Purnchard  reports  a 
small  take.  Our  visit  on  the  Central  Association  will 
take  place  on  Monday,  Oct.  2,  when  all  arrangements 
will  be  made  for  the  comfort  and  enjoyment  of  our 
visitors.  I must  remind  members  that  I have  not  as  yet 
closed  the  Preservation  Fund,  as  there  are  several  out- 
standing contributions  w'hich  I expectantly  await. — C. 
Roberts. 

Buxton  Brothers. — Only  a few  members  out  on  the 
17th  inst.,  and  only  one  weighed-in,  Mr.  C.  James,  reach, 
lib.  loz. — J.  W Berry. 

Canning  To-wn  Angling  Society.— Since  last 
report  the  following  weighed-m  fish  : — Mr.  R.  Lash- 
wood,  bream  and  roach  ; Mr.  P.  Heester,  some  nice 
dace,  one  weighing  fij-oz.  Wednesday  next  (Sspt.  27) 
will  be  quarterly  night,  when  I hope  to  see  all  members 
present. — O.  Jones. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 

Clarence, _ Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. —On 
the  17th  inst.  the  members  of  this  society  fished  a match 
at  Woking  Broad  Mead,  for  three  club  prizes,  viz., 
Messrs.  John  WhJlgoss,  first;  R.  Chapman,  second;  a! 
Bowater,  third.  Owing  to  the  state  of  the  river,  sport 
was  very  bad.  We  have  subscribed  5s.  towards  the 
Preservation  Week.— G.  T.  Jameson,  sec. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-roatl.  Stoke  Newington. — On  the  17th  inst.  the 
following  members  weighed-in  Messrs.  Anthony,  Kil- 
lick.  Gudgeons,  White,  Lefevre,  and  Potter.  Please 
note  new  address. — E.  J.  M. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W. — We  had  a nice  barbel  weighed-in  on  the  14th 
by  Mr.  E.  Baker  ; weight,  51b.  7Joz.  We  fished  a match 
at  Pangbourne  on  the  17th  inst. ; twenty-seven  members 
competed,  and  not  a prize  was  taken.  The  match  will 
be  continued  on  the  24th  inst.  (same  conMtions). — 

A.  Smith. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  the  17th  several  of  my 
members  were  out.  Messrs.  Webber,  Cogswell,  Wythe, 
and  Ward  had  a fine  show  of  roach,  perch,  bream,  and 
jack.  Members  please  note  that  Tuesday,  the  26th  is 
quarterly  night.- -S.  Malby. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints-road,  We.stbourne  Park. — On  the  24th  inst., 
our  second  match  of  the  season  will  take  place.  All 
start  by  first  train  on  morning  of  match  ; one  rod  only  ; 
no  live  bait  to  be  taken;  go  where  you  like  ; public 
waters  only.  On  the  17th  inst.  the  following  members 
weighed-in  : Mr.  A.  Barrett,  bream  and  roach  ; Mr.  G. 


Dicks,  bream  and  barbel ; Mr.  Poster,  roach  ; F.  Barrett, 
bream  and  roach  ; Mr.  Fathers,  bream  and  roach  ; Mr. 
Purchase,  bream. — W.  .Ienkins. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Tottenham. — Since  my 
last  report,  good  takes  of  roach,  barbel,  and  bream  have 
been  shown  by  Messrs.  C.  Ashmore,  J.  Dyer,  H.  Day,  C. 
Burnett,  T.  Collier,  A.  J.  Ainsle.y,  and  Leghorn.  On 
Wednesday  last  Mr.  Ghurney  and  Mr.  Carter  were  good 
enough  to  pay  us  a visit  with  a view  of  undertaking  the 
netting  of  our  private  water,  the  Silkweed  Stream,  at 
Tottenh.am,  the  water  having  been  drawn  off  by  the 
authorities  to  facilitate  the  works  now  being  carried  on 
by  the  Lea  Valley  Drainage.  It  having  been  represented 
to  Mr.  Ghurney  that  netting  could  not  bo  done,  he 
countermanded  the  order  fortbe  nets,  but,  upon  viewing 
the  water,  it  was  agreed  that  a c.-rtain  small  portion 
could  be  netted,  and  this  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
committee  of  the  Eagle  Angling  Society,  who  promptly 
engaged  men  with  nets  and  proceeded  to  work,  with 
the  result  that  between  Gewt.  and  7cwt.  of  fish  were 
secured  and  transferred  to  the  Navigation  water.  None 
of  the  fish  were  under  8in.,  and  many  roach  exceeded 
1Mb.,  dace  nearly  11b.,  and  tench  over  21b.,  together 
with  a large  quantity  of  perch  and  jack.  Previous  to 
this,  over  100  small  jack  and  other  fish  had  been  trans- 
ferred in  the  same  way.  Messrs.  Henry  Kelly,  C.  Ash- 
more, and  J.  Dyer  (members  of  our  committee) 
materially  assisted  in  this  good  work,  and  personally 
conducted  the  transfer  of  the  fish  from  point  to  point, 
and  saw  them  safely  into  their  new  home  between 
Page’s  Lock  and  Tottenham  Lock. — Duncan  Shar- 
LAND. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half  Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. —An  outing  will  take  place  on  the  24th 
inst  (roving). — W.  Bruce. 

Epsom  Angling  Society. — Our  annual  excursion 
took  place  on  the  I4th  to  Pulborough,  when  a special 
prize,  given  by  Mr.  P.  W.  Coles,  was  competed  for,  and 
won  by  J.  Jeffery,  E W.  Hailes  being  second,  and  W.  R. 
Giles  third.  After  high  tea  at  The  !8wan,  Pulborough, 
the  party  took  train,  reaching  home  at  9 30,  well  satisfied 
with  their  day’s  outing.  We  were  gratified  by  having 
amongst  our  number  Mr.  Geo.  White,  who,  although  in 
his  eighty-fifth  year,  fished  and  enjoyed  himself  amongst 
the  best  of  us.  Since  my  last  report  the  following  have 
weighed-in  : T.  Jeffery,  roach  and  dace,  41b.  7ioz.,  bream 
and  roach,  31b.  4Joz. ; E.  W.  Hailes,  a dace,  9oz.,  bream, 
lib.  lOoz.,  and  roach  ; W.  R.  Giles,  roach,  and  C.  M. 
Woodford,  perch. — B.  W.  Hailes. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials.— Mr.  Carter  weighed-in 
roach  and  dace  on  the  17th  inst.  Members  are  reminded 
that  a match  will  take  place  at  Langford,  on  Saturday, 
Sept  30 ; go  down  either  Friday  night  or  Saturday 
morning.  On  Oct.  1 there  will  be  a match  at  Dagen- 
ham. Members  please  attend  next  Wednesday. — W. 
Talbot. 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
Goswell-road  — On  the  17th  inst.  we  had  a very  poor 
show  of  fish  : Messrs  G.  Watling,  roach,  dace,  and 
bream,  41b.  lioz.  ; Biggs,  roach  and  bream,  2Ib.  10|oz.  ; 
S.  Hill,  roach,  11b.  8Joz. ; and  P.  Vanhegan,  roach, 
lib.  4foz.— J.  W.  Biggs. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road. — We  had  a small  show  of  fish  on  the  17th  inst. — 
181b.  of  bream  and  roach  (one  bream  31b.  3oz.)  taken  by 
Messrs.  Stebbings,  Hoggets,  Thomas,  Ballard,  and 
Riggs.  On  Monday  ni-ht  the  delegate’s  report  was 
received  with  thanks. — A.  Payne. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Poley-street.  — Since  my  last  report  of  the  10th  inst.  we 
have  had  some  pretty  shows  of  fish  brought  up  by  our 
members.  Mr.  Green,  roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  W.  Bowring, 
tench,  bream,  and  roach  ; Mr.  Hall,  gudgeon,  roach,  and 
perch;  Mr  Trowbridge,  roach;  Mr.  Taylor,  carp  (one 
fish  21b, ) and  roach;  Mr.  Crimmins,  chub,  71b.  4foz., 
three  fish  weighing  6tlb.  One  of  our  hon.  members  had’ 
some  good  sport  at  Kingston  last  week,  and  among  his 
take  a pretty  perch  weighing  lib.  2oz.  On  Tuesday,  the 
19th  inst.,  Mr.  King  weighed-in  fifteen  tench,  gross 
weight,  391b.  IJoz. — John  Goatley. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society.— Thirty-five  of 
the  members  fished  at  Burnt  Mill  for  prizes  on  the  17th 
inst.  They  were  all  taken : Whitmore,  1st ; Hunt, 
2nd;  Jevon,  3rd;  Colbey,  4th;  Schofield,  5th;  Alme- 
roth,  6th:  James,  7th;  Parker,  8th;  Smith,  9th; 
Lloyd,  10th.  Several  others  took  fish.  We  propose' 
having  a grand  concert  on  behalf  of  the  General  Pre- 
servation Fund  on  Oct.  3,  the  arrangements  to  be 
carried  out  by  Mr.  G.  Hunt  and  Mr.  G.  Huggett.  I 
hope  all  members  will  attend  and  support  the  fund. — R. 
Murphy. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Castle  Inn, 
Leyton,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — On  the  10th  and  17th 
the  trays  of  the  above  club  were  well  filled  with  roach 
by  the  following  members : — Mr.  W.  Sturr,  W.  Burling, 
W.  Savage,  and  J.  Grande,  with  131b.  8oz.  I wish 
members  to  attend  on  Tuesday  next,  to  arrange  for 
another  match. — G.  P.  Weaver. 

Great  Yarmouth  "Working  Men’s  Angling 
Society. — This  society  held  its  annual  match  on 
Pritton  Decoy  on  the  11th  inst.  The  weather  was 
beautifully  fine,  and  as  a result  between  twenty  and 
thirty  competitors  put  in  an  appearance.  The  catches 
were  not  of  the  big  order,  but  nevertheless  twenty 
competitors  weighed-in  for  prizes  which  had  been 
presented  to  the  society  by  local  and  other  gentlemen. 
The  following  were  the  prize  winners  : Mr.  Geo.  Cole- 
man, Sir  Edward  Birkbeck’s  prize  ; Mr.  C.  Phillips, 
Mr.  Budd’s,  and  Mr.  J.  Harris’s  prizes  : Mr.  G.  Taylor’ 
the  Mayor’s  prize  ; Mr.  A.  Plane,  Mr.  Smith’s  prize ; 
Mr.  A.  Coleman,  Mr.  W.  Wigg’s  prize  ; Mr.  G. 
Thompson,  Mr.  Bradley’s  prize  : Mr.  S.  Layton,  Messrs. 
Beeching  and  Co.’s  prize;  Mr.  T.  Thompson,  Messrs.  ' 


Illy  and  Sill’s  prize;  Mr.  It.  Thompson,  Mr.  J.  Buckle’s 
prize ; Mr.  R.  Chapman,  Mr.  Little’s  prize ; Mr.  A. 
Greenfield,  Mr.  R.  Tunbridge’s  jirize;  Mr.  J.  Harris, 
Mr.  .1.  W.  Martin’s  (Huntingdon)  prize  ; Mr.  .J.  George, 
Mr.  W.  Benn’s  prize  ; Mr.  R.  Reeve,  Mr.  1'.  J. 
Foulsham’s  prize  ; Mr.  H.  Lacey,  Mr.  Clement’s 
prize;  Mr.  O’Rourke,  Mr.  L.  P.  Barrett’s  prize; 
Mr.  G.  Houghton,  Mr.  King’s  prize;  Mr.  Denton,  Mr. 
Buston’s  prize;  Mr.  Bammant,  Mr.  Bonfellow’s  prize; 
Mr.  Bunn,  Mr.  Steele’s  iirize.  Mr.  J.  Hewson  had 
presented  to  the  society  a handsome  cup  for  the  largest 
roach  caught  during  the  day,  and  this  was  won  by  Mr. 
T.  Thompson.  The  club  iirize  for  the  largest  bream 
caught  during  the  season  was  secured  by  Mr.  E.  W. 
Buckle.  The  presentation  of  the  prizes  will  take  place 
on  Monday  next. — E.  W.  Buckle. 

Hearts  of  Oak.  — On  the  17th  inst.  we  had  a 
nice  show  of  fish,  when  the  following  weighed-in  : Mr. 
Russell,  roach  and  bream;  Mr.  A.  Fish,  bream  and 
roach  ; Mr.  Bagshaw,  sen.,  jack  and  roach;  Mr.  Muller, 
dace.  I wish  it  to  be  understood  that  our  old  secretary 
has  left  us,  namely,  Mr.  Fenner,  and  if  there  is  any- 
thing deficient  on  the  part  of  the  Hearts  of  Oak  for  other 
clubs,  to  let  us  know  as  early  as  possible,  so  that  we 
may  rectify  it.  Our  next  return  visit  (No.  I,  Eastern 
District)  takes  place  on  Sept.  25,  when  the  pleasure  of 
as  many  clubs  as  can  attend  will  oblige.  — C.  T. 
Russell. 

Horseferry  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Clarence, 
Horseferry-road,  Westminster. --On  the  17th  inst.  we 
competed  for  six  prizes  at  Rickmansworth,  but,  owing 
to  the  bright  and  weedy  state  of  the  water,  only  two 
prizes  were  taken,  Messrs.  King  and  Brotherwood  being 
the  only  members  who  had  fish.  On  Wednesday 
evening  Messrs  Harris  and  Barker  were  elected  members, 
and  the  following  officers  also  elected  : Chairman,  Mr. 
Jones;  vice-chairman  and  treasurer,  Mr.  T.  C.  Colmer  ; 
auditors,  Messrs.  J.  Colmer  and  P.  Powell ; Mr.  Taylor, 
secretary.  It  was  proposed  to  hold  a match  at  Day’s 
Perry  Boat  Fishery,  Tottenham,  on  the  24th  inst.,  all 
members  to  go  by  the  9.8  a.m.  train,  Liverpool-street. — 

F.  Taylor. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.  - Our 

members  fished  for  special  prizes  on  the  17th  inst.  at 
Ware,  four  only  being  won,  in  the  following  order  : A. 
Hattemore,  first ; S.  Orrow,  second  ; P.  Gardner,  third  ; 
W.  Cooper,  fourth.  P.  New.ton  weighed  8jlb.  roach,  not 
in  the  competition.  The  members  voted  to  the  Preserva- 
tion Fund  Is.  ; G.  H.  Wood,  10s.  ; C.  Shillingford, 
2s.  Cd.— R.  Ghurney. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bed 

Lion,  Portland-street,  Soho. — On  the  17th  inst.  we 
fished  our  match  at  Cookham,  but  only  two  prizes  were 
taken — Mr.  Fitzgerald,  first,  dace  and  gudgeon,  and  Mr. 

G.  Bigsby,  second,  with  roach.  Wednesday  next  will  be 
quarterly  night,  when  all  members  must  be  clear  on  the 
books —G.  Bigsby. 

Ironbridge  Severn  Angling  and  Protection 
Society. — The  members  of  this  deservedly  popular 
institution  held  a fishing  tournament  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Highley  and  Arley,  on  Wednesday  in  last  week. 
The  railway  company  placed  a saloon  at  the  disposal  of 
the  party,  and  the  excursion  was  a pleasant  one ; but 
the  catches,  owing  doubtless  to  the  low  condition  of  the 
river,  were  exceedingly  poor.  The  special  prize  winners 
were  : 1,  Mr.  J.  Potts  ; 2,  Mr.  J.  Norry ; 3,  Mr.  N. 
Boden;  4,  Mr.  J.  Edwards;  5,  Mr.  T.  Cullis  ; 6,  Mr. 
W.  Bailey  ; 7,  Mr.  W.  Waghorn  ; 8,  Mr.  H.  Aldred  ; 

9,  Mr.  P.  G.  Beddoes;  10,  Mr.  W.  Bennett.  The 
winners  of  the  members’  prizes  were  Messrs.  Norry, 
Waghorn,  Aldred,  Beddoes,  and  Bennett. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — On  the  17th  inst.  the 
following  weighed-in  : J.  H.  Herbert,  241b.  12oz.,  roach, 
chub,  and  dace  (one  roach,  11b.  6|oz.  and  a dace  of 
8|oz.);  Mr.  Holder,  71b.  8oz.  bream,  roach,  and  jack; 
Mr.  Key,  61b.  roach  and  bream  ; Mr.  Croker,  roach  and 
dace ; Mr.  Carpenter,  roach.  On  Tuesday  last  a new 
member  was  proposed.  The  match  takes  place  on  Oct.  1, 
all  to  go  by  the  8 25  train  from  Liverpool-street,  G.E.B. 
— J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— The  member.s 
will  compete  for  three  special  prizes  on  Oct.  1st,  between 
Ware  Bridge  and  Ware  Park  Mill.  All  competitors  to 
fish  from  the  towing  path.  There  are  also  four  special 
prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  4,  at  St. 
Margaret’s,  between  the  iron  gate  at  the  end  of  the 
Eye  House  water  and  the  cattle  bridge  .above  St. 
Margaret’s,  all  to  fish  from  the  towing  path.  Mr.  T.  W. 
Garrard  weighed-in  bream  and  roach  on  the  17th  inst. 
Mr.  C.  Hayward  weighed-in  bream  and  roach  on  the 
20th  inst.  There  is  some  very  important  business  to  be 
placed  before  the  members  on  Wednesday  evening-  next, 
so  all  who  can  possibly  attend  will  please  do  so. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Portobello  Arms, 
Kensal-road. — On  the  17th  inst.  we  had  some  nice  shows 
of  roach  weighed-in  by  Messrs.  Bence,  H.  Challen,  and 
Dukes,  the  last-named  gentleman’s  best  fish  going 
lib.  3oz. — D.  Ide. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  Qneen 
of  England,  Goldhawk-road,  W. — Our  monthly  compe- 
tition resulted  as  follows : — Mr.  0.  E.  Lock  heaviest 
barbel,  and  Mr.  C.  J.  Carter  heaviest  roach.  Price  for 
dace  was  not  taken  ; also  hon.  member’s  prize.  Several 
members  have  been  out  during  the  past  week,  with  fair 
results  : Mr.  A.  B.  Mason,  91b.  6.)oz. ; Mr.  G.  Baldwin, 
61b.  9oz. ; Mr.  Masters,  41b.  2Joz.  ; Mr.  C.  J.  Carter, 
101b.  0|oz.  Messrs.  T.  Salter  and  C.  B.  Lock  also 
weighed-in.  Meeting  nights  every  Friday,  at  nine 
o’clock.— S.  Burton. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  The  Metropolitan.— On 
the  17th  inst.  Mr.  Palmer  and  Mr.  Griffith  weighed- 
in’roach.  We  have  an  outing  on  Oct.  22  for  five  prizes 
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(roving).  On  Monday  next,  Mr.  Webster’s  benefit  takes 
place  at  the  above,  at  which  I hope  to  meet  a good  many 
anglers  and  friends.  Chairman,  Mr.  F.  Watling.  . 
Watling.  . . 

Liverpool  Association. — Our  outing  to 

the  Dee  at  Bangor-is-y-coed  last  week  was  favoured 
with  beautiful  weather,  but  the  river  was  low  and  clear 
and  the  fish  very  shy.  Only  two  small  trout  were  taken, 
but  not  of  sufficient  weight  to  take  the  cake.  Mr.  T. 
M*hite  won  the  second  prize  for  dace,  the  ^ first  not 
being  won,  and  Mr.  E..  Wilson  the  third.  Eight  or  ten 
of  our  members  visit,  by  special  permission,  on  the  21at, 
a fine  mere,  where  the  fish  run  large,  and  where  it  is 
hoped  the  long  spell  of  bad  “ takes  ’ last  be 

broken  by  t^  e creeling  of  a fair  quantity  of  big-  uns. 

— R.  WOOLFALL. 

Marylebone  Angling  Society.— Most  of  onr 
members  were  out  on  the  17tli  inst.,  and  met  with  fair 
success.  Messrs.  Winsley  and  Milbonrne  some  nice 
tench  and  one  jack,  and  Mr.  Fi,=her  bream.  Our  match 
takes  place  on'  the  24th.  Start  by  nine  o’clock  train 
from  Eiiston. — J Milbouene. 

IVIitre  Brothers,  Kingsgate-street,  Holborn.  - A 
committee  meeting  Tie  Talbot  was  held  on  the  19th,  when 
some  good  business  was  transacted.  I beg  to  acknow- 
ledge with  thanks  subscriptions  received  Re  TBbot 
Fund  from  the  followirg  clubs,  viz.  : Alma  Brothers, 
17s.  : Bloomsbury  Brothers,  13s. ; Havelock  (iood  In- 
tent! 8s.  (id.  : Cobden,  4s.  ; Seymour  Brothers,  5s.  ; 
Anchor  and  Hope.  lOs.  (id.  ; Anglers  Pride,  os.  ; New 
Albion,  os,  ; Bermondsey  Brothers,  19s.  Gd.  ; Buxton 
Brothers.  3s.  ; Blackfriars,  13s.  Gd.  : Canning  Town, 

5s.  Gd.  ; Eustoiiians,  3s.  ; North-East  Brothers,  Gs.  (id.  ; 
Barbican  2s.;  South  London,  11s.  Gd. ; Izaak  Walton, 
10s.  Gd.  ; Hearts  of  Oak,  ^1  Is.  ; Proprietor,  Cricketers, 
Amberley,  i£l.  I hope  all  members  will  show  up  on  the 
25th.— A, ’Toplis. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials.— Our  salt  water  match 
at  Leigh  on  Thiirsaay  resulted  in  a splendid  show  of 
fish.  The  catches  were  as  follows:  Mr.  W.  H.  Crisp, 
71b.”  3oz.  ; Mr.  A.  R Matthews,  201b.  15oz.  ; Mr.  R. 
Shonfeld, 1.51b.  13oz. ; Mr.  W.  Chandler,  1 lib.  Goz. ; Mr. 

C.  Davis,  IGlb.  7oz.  : Mr,  W.  J.  Crisp,  171b.  4nz.— total 
weight,  92!b.  Result  of  competition  ; (1)  Mr.  A.  R. 
Matthews,  (2)  Mr  W.  J.  Crisp,  (3)  Mr.  C.  Davis.  On 
the  same  evening  a grand  show  of  roach  and  dace  was 
contributed  by  Mr.  W . Grace — 311b.  13oz.  Total  of  all 
fish  weighed-in.  1231b,  13oz.— A.  E.  Baldwin. 

North  Lambeth  Angling  Society.-  On  the  17th 
inst.  Mr.  G.  Pruden  weighed-in  roach  and  dace.  Mr. 
Rontledge  roach.  September  21  is  the  last  day  for  the 
September  prizes,  wbich  will  be  paid  the  same  evening. 
Friday  next  will  be  quarterly  night. — T.  Daws. 

Oak  Angling  Society,  Royal  Oak,  Roman-road, 
Bow.— In  consequence  of  the  prizes  not  being  taken  at 
onr  last  match,  it  Las  been  decided  to  fish  a pegged-down 
match  atEoyden  between  eight  and  nine  bridges  on  the 
24th  inst.,  all  start  by  first  train  ; commence  fishing  at 
10a  m.,  leave  off  at  5 p.m.-  J.  H.  Holden. 

Beckham  Erotheis  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert  Rosemary-road,  Peckbam. — The  next  series  of 
prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  ()ct.  1 at  Byfleet.  Members 
must  leave  town  on  the  morning  only.  The  prizes  in  the 
last  series  were  taken  by  Mr.  Kemp,  first,  and  Mr. 
Gardham,  second,  with  roach  and  bream.  The  sum  of 
5s.  was  voted  to  the  benefit  of  the  late  Mr.  Tabat’s  wife, 
and  5s.  to  the  River  Preservation  Fund.  Mr.  Gard- 
ham  tendered  bis  resignation  as  secretary.  &o.  M>-. 

Etheringtou  was  elected  in  his  place  for  the  ensuing 
twelve  ‘ months.  Messrs.  Tautley,  Gardham,  and 
Brancher  were  elected  as  the  committee,  and  Messrs. 
Dejonge  and  Tautley  as  auditors  for  the  ensuing  quarter, 
and  Mr.  Stidolph  as  delegate  to  the  Anglers’  Association. 
Will  members  kindly  turn  up  next  Wednesday,  as  there 
is  still  more  important  business  to  bo  transacted. — 
W.  E.  Gaedham. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown.  Pancras- 
Eoad,  N.W.— On  the  17th  inst.,  Messrs.  Mares,  Forster, 
Chapman,  Carr.  Jessop,  Brown,  Dove,  F.  Dove,  and 
Carr  jun  , all  had  a few  fish,  mostly  roach  and  dace, 
largest  roach,  1.5oz.  On  the  24th,  IMessrs.  Green  and 
Davis’s  prize  of  15s.  will  be  angled  for  at  the  Associations’ 
new  water  at  Maldon.  together  with  two  more  pi’izes, 
members  to  go  where  they  like.  Next  Tuesday  will  he 
quarterly  night,  all  fines  strictly  enforced.  Mr.  Boulfior 
one  of  the  delegates  to  Foresters’  Hall,  gave  a very 
satisfactory  account  of  the  business  doing  there  which 
was  well  received. — H.  W.  Moeg.an. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street.  New  Kent-road.— We  had  a nice  lot  of 
fish  weighed-in  on  the  lith.  Mr.  Hawes,  jack  and 
roach  • Mr.  Utting,  roach  from  the  Medway ; Mr. 
Mitchell,  roach  and  da>  e ; and  Mr.  Line,  barbel  from 
the  Thames.  I hope  members  will  have  good  sport  in 
our  roving  competition  on  the  21tli,  this  being  the  first 
of  the  kind  in  this  society.— E.  Ptne.  ^ 

Prince  Artkur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur,  Gol- 
horne-road.  North  Ken-sington.— On  fcept.  10,  the  above 
society  fished  their  match  at  Cowley,  when  the  following 
members  weiKb^d-in  : M.  Pettifer,  first  with  chub  ; 
Moss,  second  ; Brion,  third  ; Salmon,  fourth.  There  is 
still  one  prize  left  for  any  member  to  go  and  win.  I 
hope  the  members  will  attend  next  week  for  important 
business.  We  have  voted  5s.  towards  the  Preservation 
Fund.  — J.  Hakkis  _ . . 

Prince  of  ’Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road.— The  following 
weighed-in  on  the  17th  inst.  ; Mr.  Robins,  bream, 
131b.  13oz.,  and  a few  roach,  Whitford  dace,  Crowley 
roach,  Hayden  and  Wheeler  roach  and  bream.  About 
forty  of  our  members  responded  to  the  call  for  a special 
meeting  on  Monday',  and  after  the  usual  routine  business 
Messrs.  Bradley  and  Haynes  were  proposed  as  fishing 


members.  The  sum  of  10s.  Gd.  was  voted  for  the  River 
Preservation  Fund.  We  fish  for  seven  prizes  on  Oct.  8, 
from  Windsor  and  Eton  Bridge  to  Surly  Hall,  two  rods 
allowed,  and  all  fish  to  weigh.  Members  to  start  by  the 
first  train  — Wm.  Bowyee. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials,  la,  Chapel-street,  Edgware- 
road.— Messrs.  Lewis,  Norris,  Briggs,  and  Roberts,  of 
the  above  club,  were  out  on  the  17th  inst.,  and  weighed- 
in  a fair  lot  of  roach  and  dace. — W.  H.  Robeets. 

Royal  George,  Bateman-street.  Soho. — On  the  17th 
inst.  Mr.  Harris  weighed-in  roach  and  dace.  Members 
will  greatly  oblige  by  putting  in  an  appearance  next 
meeting  night  early,  as  we  shall  close  the  books  soon. 

J.  Gibbons. 

St.  Luke’s  Brothers.- Several  of  our  members  were 
out  on  Sept.  17,  and  had  a very  fair  show  of  fish.  Mr. 

G.  Johns,  21b.  14|oz.  roach  ; Mr.  C.  Herbert,  over  21b. 
roach  ; and  Mr.  Twitchings  21b.  of  bream  and  roach.— 

G.  "fOUNG. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth. — Result  of  fishing  at  Amber- 
ley  on  the  17th:  Mr.  J.  T.  Wright  took  first  prize, 
neither  of  the  others  were  taken,  although  Messrs. 
Wink  and  Forrester  had  fish,  but  not  sufficient  to  take 
a prize.  We  fish  for  the  remaining  prizes  under  the 
same  conditions  as  last  week.  <.)n  the  Itth  Mr.  J.  T. 
Wright  had  a good  show  of  barbel  and  bream,  fishing 
from  the  bank  in  the  Thames,  largest  bream  31b.  3oz.,  a 
well  conditioned  silver  fish.  Mr.  Horace  Howard  had  a 
fine  show  of  roach  and  dace  from  Norfolk  Waters. — 

J "Wright 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Nevill  Arms.  Nevill- 
road.  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  Sept.  14  we  spent  a 
most  enjoyable  evening  on  the  occasion  of  our  return 
visit  on  No.  2 list ; though  not  so  well  .supported  by  the 
number  of  clubs,  it  w'as  made  up  of  the  number  of 
members  of  those  clulis  who  were  represented.  The 
harmony  was  well  carried  out,  and  we  shall  not 
forget  any  occasion  when  we  niay  have  to  turn 
up.  The  chair  was  ably  filled  by  Mr.  Thornton, 
the  vice  by  Mr.  Lanning,  assisted  by  Mr.  Thorling  oiir 
visiting  officer.  The  Benevolent  Box  was  well  taken  in 
hand  by  Mr.  Malby  (and  I am  pleased  to  find  was  well 
responded  to),  many  other  friends  we  are  indebted  to  for 
so  much  good  harmony  and  a very  successful  evening. 
Many  of  our  members  have  been  out  during  the  past 
week,  our  only  successful  member  weighing-in  being  Mr 
J.  Hidden,  with  a show  of  roach  and  dace.  The  half- 
yearly  meeting  took  place  on  Wednesday  night,  when  we 
were  pleased  to  elect  Mr.  A.  G.  Jardine^  as  our  presi- 
dent. We  also  arrangf  d a roving  competition  for  Oct.  4 
and  a programme  for  the  winter  months,  o.  Laming. 

Sejimour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  Grafton-street,  Tottenham  Court-road. — The 
following  members  bad  fish  on  the  17th  inst. ; Messrs. 
Barnes,  roach  and  dace,  81b.  lloz.  : Petrie,  roach, 
41)j.  IGoz.  ; Smith,  jun.,  barbel,  21b.  Ihjoz.  : Holmes, 
bream  and  roach,  21b.  7Joz.  ; W^eber,  roach,  11b.  12oz. : 
and  Spencer,  roach.  The  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  and 
District  List  takes  place  on  W^ednesday  next,  the 
27tb  inst.— C.  B.  Lumley.  . 

Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling  Society.— t theA 
request  of  the  executive  of  thi.s  valuoffile  institution. 
Lord  Hill  has  generou.-^ly  given  permission  to  the 
members  to  hold  an  outing  on  his  oharming  estate  at 
Hawkestone,  and  to  fish  the  extensive  lake  in  his 
grounds.  This  sheet  of  water,  which  is  well  preserved, 
contains  an  abundance  of  heavy  pike,  perch,  bream,  and 
roach.  The  outing  will  be  arranged  to  take  place  in 
a few  weeks,  when  the  weeds,  which  are  at  the  present 
time  troublesome,  have,  to  some  extent,  been  cleared. 
Perhaps  the  most  successful  outing  that  the  society  has 
ever  held  took  place  a year  or  two  ago  at  Hawkestone. 
when  many  heavy  baskets  of  bream  and  perch  were 

taken.  . _ . . mi  i. 

Soutli  London  United  "Visiting  List. -The  next 
visit  on  this  list  will  be  paid  to  the  St.  Thomas  s 
Angling  Society,  held  at  the  W^aterman’s  Arms,  Paris- 
street.  Lambeth,  on  Tuesday,  the  2Gth  inst.  As  this 
society  is  easy  of  access  by  tram  from  all  parts  ot  South 
London,  beiii^  close  to  tbe  Canterbury  Mnsic  Hall,  I 

trust  they  will  receive  a bumper.— A.  Conn. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.— On  the  17th  inst.  Mr. 
Gill  weighed-in  roach  and  bream  (largest  roach, 
lib.  9oz.)  : Mr.  Hicks  had  a nice  roach,  lib.  13oz.  ; 
others  had  fish  but  did  not  weigh-'in.— Pelk'an.  _ 
Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Khodeswell- 
road.  Stepney.— the  following  members  v.'cighed-m  on 
the  17th  inst.  : Mr.  Willsher,  some  very  fine  dace  and 
roach : Mr.  Morrish,  bream : and  Mr.  Ehren,  roach ; 
some  arriving  too  late  to  weigh-in. — G.  Maeeows. 

Stoke  Newington  Angling  Society,  The  Dun 
Horse,  Kingslaud-road,  E.— Members  are  informed  that 
three  prizes  will  be  fished  for  at  Hatfield  Peyerel  on 
Sept.  21.  and  one  prize  on  Wednesday,  the  27th  inst.,  go 
where  yon  please.  The  heaviest  gross  weights  ot  any 
kind  of’ fish,  subject  to  club  measurement,  to  take  them 
in  rotation,  both  Sunday  and  Wednesday  members 
being  eligible  to  compete.  These  prizes  will  be  given  to 
the  winners  on  the  night  of  competition.  Onr  host,  Mr. 
W.  Freestone,  will  also  give  a valuable  prize  for  the 
heaviest  gross  weight  of  all  kinds  of  fish  weighed-in  by 
either  Sunday  or  Wednesday  members  during  the 
remainder  of  the  season,  commencing  Sept.  24.— T. 
Geetton. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith  —The  roving  match  on  the 
10th  resulted  as  follows;  Mr.  J.  Harw'ood,  1st:  Mr.  J. 
Hare,  2nd;  Mr.  Anstead,  3rd;  Mr.  Gibbs,  4th  ; Mr.  b . 
0.  Gerrard,  5th.  On  the  17tli  Messrs.  Anstead  and 
Smith  weighed-in.  Tuesday  next.  Sept.  2G,  will  be 
quarterly  night  and  special  meeting  to  make  arrange- 


ments for  half-yearly  supper,  &c.  Members  absent  j 
without  notice  will  be  fined. — H.  Reaves.  | 

United  Brothers,  Deptford. — Several  members  of 
the  above  were  out  on  the  17th  inst.,  with  the  following 
result  ; Mr.  F.  Beak,  bream  ; Mr.  W.  Tyler,  bream  : 
Mr.  J.  Payne,  roach  ; Messrs.  Wilderspin,  Champion, 
Oakley,  Pennell,  Richards,  weighed-in  some  fine  roach. 

Ttlur 

"Waggoners’  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  Vauxhall  Cross. — Several  of  ours  were  out  on 
the  17th.  The  following  had  fish  : Mr.  Clegg,  roach  and 
(lace  ; Mr.  Betts,  roach  ; Mr.  Phillips,  roach.  Our  usual 
weekly  meeting  took  place  on  Tuesday  last  with  a fair 
atteu(iance,  Mr.  Phillips  in  the  chair.  A hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  aocoided  Mr.  Betts  for  his  report,  which 
gave  satisfaction.  1 hope,  members  will  not  forget  next 
Tuesday,  as  an  important  meeting  will  take  place  in 
connection  with  onr  next  match. — H.  C. 

■Walwortli  Waltonian  Angling  Society.— On 
Sept.  13  (Wednesday)  grand  outing.  The  result  was: 
Mr.  Griffin,  1st.  with  one  roach,  winning  Mr.  C.  Lees 
cash,  .£2  2s. ; Mr.  Prolaine,  2nd,  with  one  roach,  winning 
cash  prize  of  ,£1  Is.,  given  by  himself,  the  other  prizes 
lapsed.  Sept.  24  will  be  the  Sunday  grand  outing,  to 
take  place  at  Pittleworth.  Sussex ; all  to  go  by  the 
excursion  of  Mr.  Eldridge  to  Pnlborongh,  and  re-book. 
There  are  five  prizes,  as  follows: — 1st,  £2  2s.;  2nd, 
£1  Is.  : 3rd.  £1  Is. ; 4th,  11s. ; 5th,  11s.— C.  Kibble. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Olothworker^s’  Arms, 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road. — On  the  17th  inst. 
tlie  following  member.s  had  fish:  Mr._  Maples,  bream; 
Mr.  Renn,  bream  and  roach  ; Mr.  Sullivan,  roach ; Mr. 
Edwards,  roach  ; Mr.  Burton,  roach.  On  21th  inst.  we 
fish  a match  at  Witham,  roving,  limit  Blue  Mill  to 
Wickham,  for  three  half-guinea  prizes  ; all  to  go  by  first 
train  from  Livecpool-street. — W.  M. 

■Western  Piscatoi’ials,  The  Marquis  of  Granby, 
Castle-street,  W.— Mr.  Moon  again  came  home  on  Mon- 
day last  with  a splendid  take  of  tench  averaging  over 
31b.  apiece.  Mr.  R.  Buffery,  on  Wednesday,  weighed-m 
111b.  of  barbel  and  a couple  of  nice  dace  from  Staines 
district.  We  had  a full  meeting  on  Wednesday  last  to 
give  a good  greeting  to  our  old  member  Mr.  Brewer, 
who  is  leaving  for  Edinburgh,  and  his  health  was  drunk 
with  song  and  fraternal  speech. — D.  W.  Evans. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,^  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — On  the  lith  the 
following  weighed-in  fish: — Mr.  F.  Homer,  lilb.  loz.  ot 
bream  and  roach,  one  bream  weighing  31b.  lOoz. ; Mr. 

T Kenny,  lib.  9ioz.  of  roach ; Mr.  H.  Pieraceini, 
11b.  7J-OZ.;  Mr.  F'  Seyfang  and  Mr.  O.  Lloyd  also 
■weighed-in  roach.  I wish  to  remind  onr  members  of 
the  boundary  match  that  takes  place  on  Oct.  1 at 
ham  for  seven  prizes,  all  to  go  down  on  the  Saturday 
night  : the  best  train  to  go  by  is  the  7.7  p.m.  from 
Stratford,  and  the  7.18  from  Forest  Gate.  Another 
train  leaves  Stratford  at  8.20  p.m.  Book  to  Ardleigh. 

E.  Lowthee. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  (^astle, 
Hammersmith,  — We  have  arranged  a friendly  outing  on 
the  24th  inst.,  bank  match  at  Walton,  f(3r  a sweepstane 
of  2s.  Gd.  a side  ; members  to  meet  at  Richmond  Station 
by  first  train  for  Shepperton.  Several  of  our  members 
weighed-in  last  week,  H.  E-  A.  Digby  had  three  speci- 
men roach,  lib.  G")oz.,  lib.  (ijoz.,  lib.  5oz.  respectively: 
J.  Ramsay,  a specimen  roach  lib.  -5Joz.  ; W.  H.  Elsmore, 
ten  nice  rudd,  also  roach  and  perch. — J.  J.  , 

Westminster  Angling  Society.^ — On  the  I'th, 
Mr.  E.  Roser  weighed-in  a grand  show  of  specimen  rudd  ; 
Mr.  Eocarius,  some  fine  roach ; and  Mr.  McCorm^, 
jack  and  dace.  On  Tuesday,  Mr,  Atchinson,  sen.,  in  the 
chair,  we  elect  officers  for  the  quarter.  Mrs.  BrcDwm 
was  made  an  ’nonorarj'  member.  The  following  prizes 
were  distributed  : Mr.  Roser,  who  came  first  in  the 
initial  round  for  the  challenge  enp  given  by  Mr.  A. 
Martin,  also  took  first  prize  ot  a gold  pin,  given  by  Mr. 
Barrett.  The  second  money  prize  of  lOs.  Gd.  went  to 
Mr.  Mandry,  given  by  Mr.  Larsons,  sen.,  of  Marsham- 
street ; and  the  third  went  to  Mr  Pope,  a very  hand- 
some lack-rod,  given  by  Mr.  Mandry.  The  fourth  also 
fell  to  Mr.  Popp,  being  a box  of  cigars,  given  hy  Mr. 
Pearson.  Mr.  E.  Roser  won  Mr.  Pope  s prize  for  the 
largest  spiepimen  rudd.  Mr.  Westlake  was  next,  with 
Huggins’  prize  of  a mount  M meerschaum  pipe  foi" 
the  largest  chub  taken  during  the  quarter.  Mr.  Mandry 
took  Mr.  Atchinson  s prize  of  fl-h  hooks,  after  which  fol- 
lowed the  distribution  of  the  cy'.nb  prizes,  Mr.  Pope  taking 
first,  Mr  Mandry  second,  Mr.  Huggins  third. _ A special 
meeting  will  be  held  on  October  3.  Mr.  Atchinson.  sen., 
gives  a goose  for  a Christm'as  prize,  and  Mr.  Penton 
abo  gives  a prize.  Gentlemen  wishing  to  become 
meinber.s  will  plea-e  write  Secretary,  care  of  Mr.  Naylor, 
Windsor  Castle,  Francis-street,  Westminster.  J.  G. 


What  is  the  difference  between  a ijoacher  and  an 
angler  1 The  one  ca'ches  his  fish  and  says  he  bought 
them  : the  otter  buys  his  fish  and  sav’S  he  caught  them. 

Dueing  the  past  week  the  weather  has  been  much 
more  favourable  in  the  Spalding  district,  and  capital 
s^iort  has  been  obtained.  Spalding  anglers  report  that 
they  have  met  with  the  greatest  amount  of  success 
when  fishing  with  new  wheat  or  small  red  worms  in  the 
River  Glenn,  the  Counter  drain,  and  the  North  and  South 
Drove  drains.  L-arge  quantities  of  eels,  roach,  and 
perch  have  been  proeured  from  the  drains  named,  and 
fishing  in  tlie  basin  at  Pode  Hole  has  also  resulted  in 
good  baskets  being  obtained.  


Mr  Alexander  VVriuht,  Accountant,  of  10,  Everelda-street, 
Barnsbury,  N.  (member  of  the  Gresham,  Junior  Fly-Fishers,  &c.;. 
undertakes  the  auditing  and  balancing  of  every  description  of 
accounts  at  moderate  rates.  Rents  and  debts  coUected. 
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NOTICE. 


IE  PiSHiNO  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday, 
and  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and 
Son’s  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News- 
agents and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces. 

ommunications  rela.ting  to  the  Literary  Department, 
Fishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c., 
should  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Mabston,  Editor  of 
thePiSHiNG  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

orrespondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses, 
not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
a guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com- 
munications.   


be  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dunstan’s  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made. 

3r  One  Ye  ir,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Biitain  and  Ireland  ...  ...  ...  lOs.  6d. 

, Six  Months  ditto  ditto  5s.  4d. 

, Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s.  8d. 

3 America  and  the  Continent,  annual  sub- 
scription, including  postage...  ...  ...  12s.  6d. 


Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad- 
essed  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
unstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address. — “BIVSAM,  London.” 
TELEPHONE  No.  2679. 


— me  — 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 


A.NGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  .SOth,  1893. 


A WEEK  WITH  HAMPSHIRE 
GRAYLING. 


By  “The  Amateur  Angler.’ 


Surely  these  grayling  are  not  as  other  grayling 
'e  in  other  waters — they  are  not  dull  and  stupid. 
eve  they  “ laugh  and  grow  fat  ’’  on  these  chalky 
ids.  Here  they  are  deep,  cunning,  wise  ; know 
QW  in  a measure  to  take  care  of  themselves ; 
ley  are  playful,  gamesome,  and  full  of  humour  ; 
othing  pleases  them  better  than  to  rollick  on 
le  top  of  the  water,  now  with  their  heads  and 
ow  with  their  tails  in  the  air.  In  such  moods 
bey  are  not  much  good  for  fishing  purposes, 
^ou  may  by  chance  hook  one  by  fin  or  tail,  but 
ever  will  he  take  your  fly,  he  is  only  playing— 
is  stomach  already  full,  he  can  afford  to  laugh 
b you. 

It  was  on  Friday,  Sept.  1.5,  that  the  Major  and 
set  forth  for  change  of  air  and  scene,  and  made 
or  the  banka  of  our  favourite  stream.  We 
,rrived  at  2.15,  on  one  of  the  hottest  afternoons 
ve  have  had  all  through  this  droughty  summer, 
foo  hot  for  me  to  fish  in  these  bright  and  shiny 
vaters,  but  the  Major  went  immediately  to  work, 
ind  I followed,  with  an  eye  on  his  movements, 
leeping  mostly  in  the  shade.  The  grand  May- 
;ree  overhanging  the  hut  before  spoken  of, 
which  in  early  June  was  one  mass  of  white  bloom 
is  now  a mass  of  red  berries.  I sat  on  the  bench 


underiipath  this  pleasant  tree  and  lazily  watched 
the  Major  labouring  in  the  fierce  sun.  What  a 
(juiet  scone  it  was,  far  away  from  the  stirring, 
madding  noises  of  Babylon,  that  great  wilderness 
of  bricks  and  mortar — not  a breath  of  wind,  not  a 
sound  to  bo  heard  but  a starling  sometimes 
crooning  overhead  amongst  the  berries,  or  the 
occasional  flop  of  a ripe  acorn  from  an  overhang- 
ing oak  into  the  deep  water,  startling  one  like 
the  rise  of  a big  fish ; it  is  snrprising  with  what 
aplomb  a sound  acorn  conies  down  and  goes 
straight  to  the  bottom,  whilst  an  unsound  one  falls 
lightly  and  floats  away.  Yonder,  away  up  in  the 
hot  sun,  are  a couple  of  herons  troaking  and 
flapping  their  great  wings,  waiting  to  come  down 
to  our  water-meadows ; a stoat  runs  across  from 
the  water  to  the  wood  with  a mouse  in  his  mouth. 
Now  comes  a great  chattering  of  rooks  overhead, 
two  rooks  in  savage  pursuit  of  a light-coloured 
hawk,  darting  at  him  by  turns,  and  pecking  him  at 
every  chance — he  was  evidently  in  for  a bad  time. 
One  of  the  rooks  soon  gave  up  the  chase,  but  tbe 
other  pursued  his  enemy  steadily  on  till  both  dis- 
appeared in  the  far  off  woods.  One  would  have 
thought  that  one  hawk  was  more  than  a match 
for  one  rook  ; probably  the  hawk  in  his  headlong 
flight  was  not  aware  that  he  had  only  one 
pursuer.  Ten  minutes  later,  sitting  still  in  the 
same  place,  again  came  over  the  clatter  of  many 
voices,  and  overhead  flew  that  same  unhappy 
hawk  still  pursued  by  that  same  revengeful  rook  ; 
they  kept  up  the  fight  with  equal  flight,  but 
both  seemingly  almost  exhausted,  for  they  must 
have  travelled  many  miles  since  last  I saw  them. 
Now  the  heroic  rook  had  a body-guard  away  up 
above  him  in  the  sky,  but  these  were  only  there 
to  back  up  their  champion  and  to  see  fair  play, 
they  in  no  way  interfered  in  the  fight. 

I watched  them  till,  away  across  two  meadows, 
hawk  and  rook  seemed  to  drop  exhausted  with 
their  long  fight  into  an  ash  tree.  I ran  up  to  the 
tree  expecting  to  find  one  or  both  of  them  dead 
in  the  branches  or  on  the  ground,  but  they  had 
both  disappeared  in  the  woods,  where  I heard  a 
great  caw-cawing. 

I did  not  meanwhile  lose  sight  of  the  Major. 
His  first  cast  brought  to  land  what  I should  have 
regarded  as  a nice  grayling,  about  half-a-pound, 
but  he  contemptuously  threw  him  back  that  he 
might  grow  bigger  and  give  better  sport  next  year. 

T would  certainly  have  bagged  him.  I lazily 
followed  him  up  stream  till  we  came  |to  the 
“pub.” — there  I sat  me  down  in  the  shade,  the 
stiles  and  gates  touched  by  the  sun  being  far  too 
hot  to  sit  on  w ith  any  degree  of  satisfaction.  Be 
it  understood  that  the  place  we  affectionately 
call  “the  pub.”  is  a half-way  resting  place 
between  the  bridge  and  the  hut,  and  is  not  a 
“ pub.”  at  all,  it  is|only  a name — a wide-spreading 
oak,  nnderneath  whose  sheltering  branches  it  is 
sweet  to  recline  and  smoke  the  pipe  of  peace  and 
contentment  after  thrashing  the  river  up  from 
the  but,  or  thrashing  it  down  from  the  bridge. 
The  Major,  however,  is  not  given  to  exhaust  his 
strength  in  vain  thrashing;  he  does  not  care  for 
the  “ chuck  and  chance  it  ” method  ; he  prefers 
to  wait  on  the  bank  and  watch  for  a rise ; and 
the  more  awkward  the  place,  the  more  it  exercises 
his  mind  and  his  skill  to  get  over  that  rising  fish  ; 
thus  It  is  that  with  untiring  patience,  a quick 
eye,  and  steady  hand,  he  gets  his  fly  into  holes, 
round  corners,  and  under  banks,  where  I invari- 
ably get  hung  up. 

The  sort  of  thing  that  pleases  him  and  tries 
me,  is  to  see  a big  fish  rise  in  deep  slow  water 
just  under  the  bank  on  one’s  own  side,  say  twenty 
yards  up  stream — and  with  a strong  wind  blowing 
dead  against  that  bank — the  fish  only  a foot  or 
two  from  the  bank,  and  against  wind  and  tide 
your  fly  must  ride  steadily  over  him,  or  it  is  no 
go.  In  nine  cases  out  of  ten  the  wind  carries 
my  fly  into  the  bank  and  fixes  it  there  in  root  or 
weed,  and,  of  course,  my  grayling  is  put  down. 
Now,  in  nineteen  cases  out  of  twenty  the  Major’s 
fly  goes  merrily  singing  and  cutting  through  the 
wind,  and  drops  just  into  that  grayling’s  mouth, 
and  the  grayling  is  put  into  the  Major’s  basket: 
that  is  just  the  difference  between  us ; in  ordinary 
circumstances,  wind  and  weather  being  agreeable, 
1 can  throw  very  well.  Now  I hear  a splash. 
The  Major  gives  a low  whistle.  I look  up,  his  rod 
is  gracefully  bending,  and  a grayling  comes 
fighting  along  till  ho  rides  peacefully  to  grass, 
this  time  over  a pound,  so  he  is  thought  big 
enough  to  satisfy  the  Major’s  fastidious  taste ; 


and  now  another,  and  another,  of  equal^  if  not 
greater  girth,  follow  in  the  same  wake.  Then  wo 
rest  for  balf-an-hour,  with  our  eyes  mostly  on  the 
water.  The  Major  caught  sight  of  one  of  those 
quiet  hiraping-up  and  circling-round  rises  a long 
way  up  stream,  which  indicates  the  motion  of  a 
big  fish ; a trout,  he  said  it  was,  and  a trout  it 
proved  to  be  ; it  is  your  small  fry,  half-yiounders 
and  under,  that  make  the  splashes.  A long  line 
is  switched  out,  the  fly  dropped  gently  on  the 
outer  swirl  of  the  ring,  and  this  big  trout  came 
at  it.  He  was  fairly  hooked,  leaped  a yard  out  of 
the  water,  then  came  along  almost  to  the  bank. 

I was  ready  with  the  net,  he  made  another  big 
splash — and  was  off.  The  Major  sighed  and  said, 

“ It’s  trying  to  one’s  nerves  to  lose  such  a fish  as 
that ; he  was  a big  one.”  After  dinner  we 
sauntered  forth  again  to  look  at  the  river  under 
the  young  moon.  The  Major’s  afternoon  and 
evening  catch  was  three  brace  of  grayling  and 
one  trout.  i , j 

Saturday,  Sept.  16. — I find  that  I have  devoted 
so  much  space  to  our  first  evening  s sport,  in 
which  I only  shared  as  a spectator,  that  I must 
cut  short  the  days  that  follow.  This  day  was 
dull — heavy — misty — no  sunshine  whatever 
besides  being  cool.  It  could  hardly  have  pre- 
sented a greater  contrast  to  yesterday  s scorching 
heat.  It  was  not  a bad  day  for  the  grayling--or 
perhaps  it  is  truer  to  say  it  was  a bad  day 
for  some  of  ’em.  I caught  five  fine  grayling,  one 
of  them  close  on  2lb.,  and  the  Major  three  brace 
— nothing  to  make  a boast  of,  but  this  be  it 
remembered  is  only  a record.  This  was  a day  of 
triumph  for  me — for  I had  beaten  the  Major,  my 
biggest  fish  weighing  2oz.  more  than  his  biggesk 
He  rose  in  a deep  pool  on  my  side.  I knew  I 
could  not  throw  up  stream  on  account  of  the 
wind,  which  would  have  tied  me  up  at  once.  I 
got  above  him  and  threw  down  in  his  face,  but 
keeping  as  much  out  of  sight  as  possible.  I had 
a long  throw,  and  came  down  upon  him  nicely ; 
he  took  my  fly,  and,  after  a long  struggle,  Davis 
landed  him  neatly,  a nearly  two-pounder.  1 was 
very  proud,  but  the  Major  humbled  me  by  saying 
he  would  never  have  had  the  cheek  to  make  such 
a cast  as  mine.  I attribute  that  remark  to  envy. 

Sunday,  17th.— Dies  non  for  this  record. 

Monday,  \m.—k  dull  day  ; heavy  ram  matter- 
noon.  Major  caught  three  and  a half  brace  of 
grayling.  'The  present  writer  could  only  show 
one  brace  of  small  fish.  In  the  evening  the 
Major  was  obliged  to  return  to  the  London 
Fetters,  and  for  the  remainder  of  this  week  i 
shall  miss  his  pleasant  company  and  have  to  look 
after  my  own  hooks  and  lines  and  flies. 

Tuesday,  \9th.—l  deserted  the  river  and  took  a 
stroll  through  the  ancient  city  of  Winchester.  1 
wanted  specially  to  see  the  Walton  monument  m 
tbe  cathedral,  and  was  gratified  to  see  the  dear 
old  boy  occupying  so  honourable  a niche  on  that 
grand  screen  which  carries  the  statues  of  so 
many  worthies  of  the  olden  time. 

Wednesday,  20th.— 1 fished  alone,  or  rather  not 
alone,  for  had  I not  my  old  friend,  Davis,  to  carry 
my  net  and  basket?  Come  Monday  he  will  be 
eighty-three,  and  still  is  strong  and  hearty  m 
spite  of  aches  and  pains  in  back  and  stomach  ; he 
has  a quick  eye  for  a rising  fish. 

We  were  sitting  on  our  bench  under  the  old 

May-tree.  . 

gg0  yonder/’  says  Davis,  “ away  up  stream, 
there  are  two  big  ’uns,  one  on  this  side  and  t 
other  ath’urt  the  river.”  “ Let’s  have  a go  at 
’em  ? ” says  I.  “ I’ll  try  them  with  an  Artful 
Dod'^'er.’  ” I wish  I had  tried  that  fly  before,  for 
hitherto  I had  been  working  with  small  success 
amongst  the  small  fish  with  the  three  Duns,  olive, 
yellow,  and  blue,  and  several  others.  “ W ickham  s 
Fancy”  brought  me  one  big  grayling.  I got 
above  the  fish  on  this  side,  and  adowed  the 
“ artful  ” one  to  drop  down  quietly  and  unosten- 
tatiously into  the  grayling’s  mouth.  He  came  at 
it  splendidly,  and  I had  him.  Ah,  how  that 
grayling  fought.  “ What  a fool  I am . he 
seemed  to  say.  “I  luon’t  be  caught  this  way^; 
I am  far  too  old  a fish  for  this  sorb  of  thing. 
And  he  wouldn’t ; he  fought  to  the  last  gasp. 
Davis  had  almost  got  the  net  under  him,  when 
he  tried  his  last  dodge.  Whilst  the  line  was 
tight,  and  I thought  I had  him  safe,  he  suddenly 
sprang  into  the  air,  and  his  enormous  weight 
snapped  the  gristle  of  his  lip  a piece  of  which 
came  away  with  the  hook  fast  in  it— and  he  was 
free.  Certainly  it  was  a pretty  battle,  and  one 
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to  be  remembered.  “ It  is  better,”  I cried  (im- 
proving Tennyson  for  the  occasion) — 

“ ’Tis  better  to  liave  hooked  and  lost 
Than  never  to  have  hooked  at  all  ” 
such  a beauty  as  that.  “A  three-pounder,  if  an 
ounce,  he  was  long  as  that,”  exclaimed  Davis, 
showing  me  two-thirds  of  his  walking-stick.  “ I 
am  sorry.” 

Let  us  have  a try  at  that  fellow  over  yonder, 
lie  was  still  rising  under  the  opposite  bank  in 
open  water,  away  over  a big  bed  of  reeds  that  were 
lying  flat  nearly  on  the  top  of  the  stream.  “You’ll 
never  get  him  across  them  weeds,”  said  Davis.  I 
tried  my  best ; with  a fair  wind,  my  fly  landed  just 
above  him,  and  sailed  cockily  down  over  his  iair. 
He  came,  he  saw,  he  was  concpiered  ! What  a 
tug  I had  with  him  to  keep  him  from  getting 
under  the  weeds  instead  of  over  them  ; at  last, 
over  he  came,  like  a lamb,  till  he  caught  sight  of 
Davis  and  that  awful  net;  then  he  made  a final 
struggle,  but  he  was  too  exhausted  to  fight  well, 
we  got  him  to  the  side,  and,  bravo  ! to  land  ; 
he  tried  the  same  dodge  as  the  other,  but  I had 
been  taught  a lesson,  and  slackened  up  in  time. 
He  scaled  21b.  2oz.  He  was  our  biggest  fish  this 
outing.  So  I trium]fliant]y  packed  him  up  and 
sent  him  off  to  the  Major  the  same  evening,  to 
make  his  mouth  water.* 

Friday,  22nd  (my  last  day). — I will  say  nothing 
of  the  smaller  fry  I caught.  I came  to  a ]50ol 
which  I call  “the  Doctor's,”  where  his  wily 
“patients  ” live.  Several  of  them  were  paddling 
about  on  the  top  of  the  water,  with  their  maws 
full  no  doubt,  and  not  caring  a raji  for  any  flies 
that  float,  but  I observed  one  fellow  close  to  the 
bank— -too  close  for  my  hopes — that  seemed  to  be 
more  in  earnest ; he  was  greedily  taking  every 
insect  that  came  sailing  by,  so  I thought  I would 
give  him  a taste  of  mine.  He  evidently  liked  the 
look  of  the  “ artful  ” one,  but  only  no.sed  it  on  the 
first  throw.  I threw  again,  and  he  could  not  resist 
the  temptation.  I carried  him  home  this  Satur- 
day evening,  and  we  have  just  had  him  nicely 
cooked  for  dinner.  He  was  big  enough  to  give 
four  of  us  a snack,  and  we  all,  with  one  consent, 
said  he  was  delicious ; he  only  weighed  21b.  So 
ends  my  little  holiday. 


FLOODS  IN  SCOTLAND. 

THE  BACK-END  RIVERS  AND  THEIR 
ANGLING. 


By  W.  Murdoch. 

At  last  it  has  rained  “ buckets,”  so  to  speak, 
and  the  floods  have  come  down.  This  now 
entirely  altered  complexion  of  matters  ought  to 
come  as  a welcome  relief,  and  give  heart  to 
anglers  who  have  wearily  waited  for  weeks  for  a 
rise  of  the  water  to  bring  up  in  their  shoals  the 
great  salmon  of  the  back-end.  About  a fortnight 
ago  the  weather  commenced  to  get  unsettled 
over  the  most  of  Scotland,  and  since  that  time 
there  have  been  frequent  great  plashes  of  rain. 
Occurring  at  first  in  the  Far  North  and  Western 
Highlands,  many  of  the  rivers  of  which  were 
flooded  to  an  extraordinary  height,  the  unsettled 
weather,  often  boisterous,  and  accompanied  by  a 
great  dsal  of  rain — with  snow  in  the  higher 
districts — gradually  worked  round  to  the  districts 
of  the  Moray  Firth  and  the  east  coast,  where, 
last  week,  it  developed  into  a terrible  storm  of 
wind,  rain,  and  sleet,  with  the  result  that  most 
of  the  rivers  rose  to  a great  flood  height,  which 
— fortunately  for  the  farmer,  owing  to  the  early 
harvest,  did  little  damage  to  the  crops,  and 
fortunately  also  for  the  angler,  who  was  beginning 
to  despair  of  the  season’s  sport — brought  up 
from  the  sea  tremendous  shoals  of  the  waiting 
inshore  salmon  to  redeem  the  back-end  season  on 
the  earliest,  soonest-closing  rivers  from  being  an 
absolute  failure. 

The  fact  is  indisputable  that  in  all  the  rivers 
of  any  consequence  along  the  east  coast  of 
Scotland,  from  Spey  to  Tay  inclusive,  the  ascent 
of  a really  magnificient  head  of  fish  has  now 
taken  place.  With  the  rising  of  the  water  the 
run  began  in  earnest,  when  the  fish  in  perfect 

droves  ” were  to  be  seen  making  great  “ f urrs  ” 
as  they  headed  up  the  fords  and  garths.  Where 
obstructions  exist  they  likewise  were  seen  in 
^eat  numbers  making  the  clearance  leap,  and  in 

* He  was  such  a handsome  fish  I have  sent  him  to  be 
set  up.— The  Major. 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


nearly  all  the  rivers  their  wake  in  shallow  water 
was  for  hours  continuously  visible.  Apart  from 
reports  to  hand  I can  attest  to  the  fact  that, 
during  the  height  of  the  flood,  there  was  also  a 
magnificent  rnn  of  fish,  and,  further,  that  since 
the  commencement  of  the  running  out  of  the 
flood  the  number  of  fish  to  push  inland  has 
frequently  been  very  great.  To  account  for  this 
there  has  off  and  on  been  weather  of  the  most 
favourable  description — dark  and  driving,  with 
winds  from  the  most  ascent-encouraging  quarter.s. 
The  flood  or  floods  served  in  themselves  to  bring 
up  from  ihe  sea  the  great  stock  of  fish  that 
during  the  long  period  of  drought,  with  conse- 
quent abnormally  low  river  water,  had  accumu- 
lated close  inshore,  ready  to  ascend  with  the  first 
opportunity ; and  the  right  airted  winds  that 
have  since  prevailed  have  had  the  effect  tf 
adding  greatly  to  the  strength  and  duration  of 
the  run,  in  that  they  have  brought  from  the 
more  outside  waters  relays  of  fish  which,  with 
the  water  ample  for  the  purpose,  and  freshened  to 
their  taste,  have  made  the  ascent  straight  away. 

Before  these  lines — written  by  me  early  in  the 
]iresent  week — have  ajjpeared  in  jjrint,  I am  san- 
guine that  quite  a lot  of  capital  sport  will  have 
been  obtained  by  anglers  on  many  of  the  east 
coast  autumn  salmon  rivers.  I like  to  hear  of 
rattling  scores — the  same  I like  to  make — and  my 
wish  is  that,  during  the  present  back-end,  all 
good  anglers  may  have  the  luck  to  frequently 
secure  them.  Meantime,  there  is  water  enough 
and  to  spare,  and  also  abundance  of  salmon  in  the 
lower  and  middle  reaches  of  most  of  the  rivers. 

All,  then,  that  is  now  wanted  to  make  first-rate 
sport  a dead  certainty  is  a steadying  of  the 
river’s  volume.  The  ground  is  well  saturated — 
indeed,  so  well,  that  even  in  the  absence  of  any 
more  rain,  it  is  scarcely  likely  that  the  volume  of 
even  the  quickest-running-out  rivers  will  be  too 
low  for  fairly  good  angling  sooner  than  in  a week 
or  ten  days  from  this  date.  The  only  thing  to  be 
feared  is  that  the  weather  may  possibly  steady  up 
too  much,  and  become  frosty,  in  which  case  a too 
low  volume  of  water  would  soon  be  brought  about. 
Frequent  slight  freshes,  causing  the  water  to  j ump 
up  and  down,  are  not  just  tlie  best  for  sport, 
since  they  keep  the  fish  continually  on  the  move. 
Still,  on  the  whole,  by  anglers  who  fish  for  any- 
thing, they  are  much  to  be  preferred  to  dead  low 
water  and  all  the  fish  potted.  I trust,  however, 
that  the  widely  existing  dread  of  the  rivers  again 
becoming  too  small  will  not  be  realised.  In  the 
far  inland  districts  of  the  rivers’  sources  and 
head  streams  snow  has  repeatedly  been  falling 
during  the  past  fortnight,  and  in  all  conscience 
the  mountains  wear  a wintry  enough  aspect.  But 
yet  that  so  early  in  the  autumn  there  will  be  frost 
so  severe  and  steady  as  to  bring  the  rivers  down 
to  little  better  than  summer  volume  is  hardly  to 
be  expected. 


^cofcl)  llofes. 

By  Mac. 

Thus  far  into  the  autumn  the  salmon  angling 
of  the  Tay,  over  the  beats  of  the  river  as  a whole, 
may  be  written  down  as  not  at  all  a success.  Had 
water  been  ample  there  would  no  doubt  ere  this 
time  have  been  a full  month  of  splendid  autumn 
angling  on  this  grand  river ; but  the  water  did 
not  come,  and  when  it  came  it  was  far  too  late 
for  allowing  the  season — even  with  conditions 
the  most  auspicious,  and  fish  the  most  plentiful 
— to  make  up  the  leeway  necessary  for  getting  to 
be  a good  average.  There  may  yet  be  one  grand 
fortnight  on  the  Tay  this  autumn  ; but  that  is 
about  the  most  there  can  be  now. 


Mr.  Singleton’s  party  landed  from  the  Cassley 
river  in  Sutherland,  last  Friday,  no  fewer  than 
nine  good  fish,  of  weights  running  between  101b. 
and  Itilb.  Few,  if  indeed  one,  such  single  day’s 
sport  has  been  had  on  this  river  for  a number  of 
years  back.  


Magnificent  sea-trout  and  finnock  fishing  has 
been  had  on  the  Spey  with  bait  during  the 
present  week.  


A SCORE  of  four  salmon,  weighing  from  91b.  to 
201b.  apiece,  is  the  Shin’s  record  to  one  rod  for 
the  week. 


— 1 
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Sport  is  still  being  got  with  sea-trout  on  i 
Scoiirio  and  Rhiconich  Hotel  waters  inSutli 
landshire. 


The  Lossie  and  Ugie  are  now  thoroughly  ■\1| 
worth  looking  up  for  a bit  of  grand  sea-trout  g 
and  finnocking. 


During  the  downcome  of  the  great  flood  { 
last  week,  which  swept  away  one  of  the  brid  ( 
on  ihe  Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway  Ccij 
piny’s  Speyside  line,  the  villagers  of  Rot  J 
were  actually  catching  “ troots  ” in  the  streets  i 


When  favoured  with  suitable  weather,  angl  i 
were  Inely  getting  very  much  improved  takesi 
sea  trout  on  many  of  the  Shetland  waters.  ] 
these  northern  parts  the  weather  very  often  g j 
quite  un-^ettled  after  this  time  of  the  autumn.  It 
when  ic  chances  to  be  of  a suitable  nature  :] 
angling  during  the  first  half  of  October  the  sp<j 
that  is  had  with  sea-trout  on  the  best  wati 
is  nothing  interior  to  that  usually  a-going 
September. 


With  the  recent  floods,  heavy  runs  of  salm 
have,  it  is  reported,  taken  place  in  the  Deven 
whereon  the  back-end  angling  will  now  be  in  ft 
swing,  and  should — given  a right  ply  of  wat 
for  it — prove  a great  success. 


The  lovely  Loch  Brora,  to  which — as  being 
good  loch  for  sea-trout  angling  in  September 
I have  frequently  drawn  attention,  has,  durii 
the  month,  been  fished  by  quite  a lot  of  anglei 
tlie  most  of  whom  have  had  from  fair  to  excelle 
takes  of  sea-trout. 


It  is  now  late  over  in  the  season  for  the  Orch 
but  notwithstanding,  a few  salmon  and  gril 
are  still  being  got  on  it.  The  anglers  out  fro 
Dalmally  Hotel  had  six  between  the  15l 
and  21st. 


Last  week  a meeting  of  the  proprietors 
salmon  fishings  on  the  North  Esk  was  held 
Montrose,  when  the  triennial  election  of  membei 
took  place,  with  the  following  result: — Upp< 
Proprietors,  Mr.  J.  A.  Campbell,  of  Stracathr 
M.P. ; Mr.  David  Lyall,  of  Gallery  and  Perl 
and  Mr.  George  Taylor,  of  Kirktoahill.  Lowe 
Proprietors,  Colonel  George  Leith  Fraser,  t 
Kirkside;  Captain  Forsyth  Grant,  of  Eccles 
greig;  and  Colonel  Alexander  Dingwall  Fordye 
factor  and  commissioner  for  Mr.  Alexande 
Dingwell  Fordyce,  of  Brucklay,  proprietor  c 
Woodston  fishings.  Mr.  George  More-Gordoi 
of  Charleton  and  Kinnaber,  having  the  larges 
rental  of  fishings  in  the  district,  wnll  be  chaii 
man  of  the  board.  The  clerk  (Mr.  Arthur  Did 
son)  reported  that  the  petition  of  the  boar 
against  the  salmon  fishing  clauses  in  the  Se 
Fisheries  Regulation  Bill,  which  had  been  sen 
to  Sir  John  Rigby,  had  been  presented  by  him  t 
Parliament,  and  that  the  clauses  had  been  with 
drawn  from  the  Bill  before  it  passed  throng 
the  House  of  Commons. 


Regarding  the  plague  of  dog-fish  about  Shef 
land  and  the  Sutherland  coast,  where  the  sea  i 
said  to  be  almost  solid  with  them,  and  the  fishe 
folk  in  absolute  despair  as  to  a remedy,  th 
Aberdeen  Evening  Haijiress  thinks  that,  “As  chair 
man  of  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board,  Mr.  Pete 
Esslemont,  who  recently  took  evidence  on  tfi 
subject  of  the  plague,  might  very  proper!; 
inquire  into  the  suitability  of  the  dog-fish  as  ai 
article  of  food,  since  some  people  go  the  lengtl 
of  saying  that,  like  crocodile  steaks  and  pupp; 
chops,  it  is  downright  good  eating.  It  would  not 
one  imagines,  be  necessary  for  him  to  hold  an’ 
formal  sittings  of  the  Fishery  Board  for  thi* 
purpose — a personal  experiment  on  a kipperei 
‘ dog  ’ would  resolve  the  point  in  five  minutes.” 


Anglers  intending  paying  a visit  this  seasoi 
to  the  east  coast  of  Scotland  rivers  and  stream, 
for  the  finnock  fishing  ought  to  let  no  more  o 
the  season  run  by  before  they  put  in  an  appear 
ance.  Most  waters  have  yielded  splendidly  sinci 
the  floods  of  last  week.  For  days  past  sport  witl 
the  fly  has  improved  on  most  of  the  rivers  fron 
the  Esks  in  Forfar,  north  to  the  Findhorn  of  th( 
Moray  Firth. 
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A GOOD  few  grilse  of  pretty  fair  weights  liavo 
been  landed  since  the  middle  of  this  month  by 
anglers  on  the  preserved,  and  ticket,  waters  of 
the  Forth.  The  middle  of  the  present  week  had 
seen  no  appreciable  rise  in  the  water  of  this  river 
to  give  inducement  to  the  big  fellows  to  run. 

As  the  season  on  the  Ness  nears  an  end,  the 
angling,  singularly  enough,  continues  to  improve. 
About  forty  fish  were  got  during  the  week  ending 
Saturday  last.  The  free  day  for  the  town  was 
Saturday,  when  the  “ locals,”  who  mustered  out 
well,  had  nine  grilse,  besides  sea-trout. 

Several  parties  calling  themselves  anglers 
have  been  “wiring  in”  hard  with  the  snigger 
and  plunger  on  the  Don  since  ihe  recent  Hood, 
which  took  up  great  shoals  of  salmon  into  the 
holes  where  this  gentlemanly  and  sportsmanlike 
style  of  angling  can  be  prosecuted  with  enormous 
success ! 


The  tube,  for  early  day  fishing,  has  during 
this  week  been  the  most  nailing  lure  for  finnock 
and  sea-trout  on  the  tidal  and  lower  lengths  of  at 
least  half  a dozen  of  the  erst  coast  rivers  of 
Scotland.  


This  month  anglers  out  from  King’s  House 
Hotel,  Glencoe,  have  had  some  grand  baskets  of 
trout.  


On  several  of  the  Ross-shire  west  coast  rivers, 
through  the  water  btitig  in  right  trim,  anglers 
have  had  better  than  ordinary  takes  of  salmon 
and  sea-trout  pretty  fre({uently  since  the  autumn 
commenced.  


Recently,  when  fishing  his  own  river,  the 
Berriedale,  in  Caithness,  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
who  is  both  a keen  and  a capital  rod,  had  some 
first-rate  sport  with  salmon  and  grilse. 

One  day  last  week  a gentleman  fishing  the  Shin 
had  a take  of  four  salmon,  weighing  altogether 
601b.  An  angler  from  the  hotel,  out  on  the  loch 
the  previous  day,  had  a salmon  and  a Sahno  ferox 
of  71b.  


Mr.  David  Murray,  fishing  tackle  maker, 
Brechin,  writes  : “ The  rains  of  last  week  caused 
a small  flood  in  the  South  Esk,  and  also  one 
of  larger  proportions  in  the  North  Esk,  but  owing 
to  the  dryness  of  the  earth  both  rivers  have 
rapidly  decreased  in  volume.  Notwithstanding, 
a good  many  fish  have  ascended  both  rivers,  so  that 
another  day’s  rain  would  give  good  sport  for  some 
days.  On  the  South  Esk,  Mr.  Prain  had  a sea- 
trout  and  a fine  grilse,  fishing  the  stretch  of  water 
between  Brecbin  Bridge  and  the  Craig  Pool.  On 
the  Craigo  beat  of  the  North  Esk  on  Saturday 
last  Mr.  Wynne  Corrie  had  four  or  five  splendid 
fresh-run  salmon.  The  irony  of  the  following 
extract  from  the  Dundee  Advertiser,  referring  to 
the  North  Esk,  is  bad  to  beat: — ‘The  salmon 
“ trying  ” to  get  over  Craigo  Dyke  is  one  of  the 
rights  of  the  river  ’ ! Anglers  and  upper  pro- 
prietors please  note.  The  Montrose  weather 
correspondent  predicts  either  to-day  or  to-morrow 
a storm  ‘ the  most  violent  ever  felt.’  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  dykes  will  not  escape  their 
share.  It  is  dull  to-day  and  rain  threatening, 
so  that  the  faces  of  anglers  are  bright,  although 
Nature’s  countenance  is  dull  and  gloomy. 
Another  spate  will  stock  the  rivers  of  salmon, 
and  sport  may  be  expected  to  last  till  the  end  of 
the  season.”  


Early  this  week  the  Spey  had  not  quite  got 
over  its  recent  great  flood,  and  so  was  not  run 
into  the  beat  of  fishing  trim.  But  on  it  there 
ought  now,  with  the  tremendous  head  of  fish  that 
the  flood  brought  up,  to  be  obtained  a vast  amount 
of  splendid  sport,  given  only  steadied  water. 
Previous  to  the  flood,  some  very  fine  scores  were 
obtained  by  the  distinguished  fishing  party  enter- 
tained at  Gordon  Castle,  Fochabers,  by  the  Duke 
of  Richmond  and  Gordon.  A friend  writes : 
“The  streams  about  Rotbes  came  tumblng  down 
without  any  warning  on  Thursday  of  last  week, 
and  the  Spey  rose  to  a great  height.  On  Monday 
of  the  present  week  ‘ she  ’ was  still  in  flood.  What 
effect  the  spating  may  have  had  will  not  be  known 
till  the  pools  are  thoroughly  tried,  but  many  of 
the  salmon  casts  cannot  be  made  much  worse  than 
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they  have  been  since  the  great  flood  of  .lanuary, 
1892.  The  closing  few  weeks  of  the  fishing  ought 
to  be  good  throughout  if  there  do  not  occur  any 
great  pushes  of  water.” 

I learn  that  during  the  last  four  or  five  weeks 
the  sca-trout  angling  on  Loch  Stack  has  been  good 
on  the  whole,  notwithstanding  the  unfavourable 
fishing  weather  and  the  best  time  of  the 
season  being  past.  Dr.  Dobie,  Chester,  and 
friend,  fishing  during  the  time  indicated, 
had  7651b.  weight  of  sea-trout.  Their  best 
basket  in  one  day  was  481b.,  which  included  a 
few  fish  of  good  weight.  During  their  stay  at 
the  fishing  Dr.  Dobie  and  friend  had  a good  few 
sea-trout,  of  weights  from  41b.  to  51b.,  but  did 
scarcely  anything  amongst  the  salmon,  and  had 
no  grilse.  Lady  Margaret  Grosvenor  and  Lord 
Belgrave  had  several  good  days  on  Loch  More 
amongst  the  sea-trout,  the  heaviest  her  Ladyship 
caught  was  51b  , which  gave  splendid  sport. 

The  flood  of  last  week  having  caused  a splendid 
run  of  fish  to  take  place,  anglers  out  on  the 
Ythan  have  since  been  making  numerous  grand 
baskets  of  sea-trout  and  finnock  on  the  tidal 
reaches,  and  the  different  stretches  for  many 
miles  inland.  


Early  day  fishing  for  finnock  on  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee  has  this  week 
been  good,  the  average  “ locals  ” getting  from  ten 
to  fifteen  fish  at  each  outing,  while  there  have 
been  secured  several  baskets  of  from  twenty  to 
thirty  fimiock  and  sea-trout.  The  late  part  of  the 
day  fishing  has  not  done  nearly  so  well. 

Not  that  salmon  are  not  there,  but  purely  owing 
to  want  of  rain,  angling  matters  have  been  rather 
flat  on  the  Solway  district  rivers  since  early  last 
week.  


Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  Ythan,  and  Ilgie,  all  have 
been  in  good  flood,  and  large  numbers  of  fish  run- 
ning them.  Since  the”  flood  got  run-  out  a bit 
sport  has  proved  fair.  From  all  districts  plenty 
of  fish  reported  as  being  now  uji,  and  good  sport 
in  the  near  future  is  the  general  expectaticn. 
As  yet  no  extra  large  fish  are  reported,  and 
no  specially  great  take  to  one  rod  has  been  beard 
of;  still  threes  and  fours  have  been  fairly  common, 
on  the  Don  especially.  The  fish  are  grand 
quality  and  no  trace  of  disease  so  far.  On  the 
Mar  water  of  the  Dee,  H.R.H.  The  Duchess  of 
Fife  had  seven  fish  on  25th  and  three  on  26th 
— all  with  fly.  


FISHING  PLACES  NEAR  LONDON 
OVER  A CENTURY  AGO. 


The  following  extracts  from  a scarce  work  on 
angling,  published  in  1770,  will  be  interesting  to 
Loudon  anglers  of  to-day  : 

“ Having  now  given  the  properest  directions 
for  anglers,  I shall  now  likewise  give  them  some 
account  of  rivers,  that  the  sportsman  may  know 
where  to  apj)ly  himself  for  further  experience. 

“ It  is  uncertain  how  many  rivers  England  may 
produce,  therefore  1 [shall  not  aim  to  describe 
them.  All  who  live  in  the  country  generally 
know  what  river  their  own  country  produces.  I 
shall  begin  first  with  the  river  Lee,  generally 
know  in  London  by  the  name  of  Hackney  river, 
which  takes  its  course  through  Hempstead  and 
St.  Alban’s ; and  at  Hertford  is  navigable  to 
London. 

“All  the  way  above  Hertford  it  produces  as 
good  trout  as  any  river  in  England,  and  below 
Ware,  great  quantity  of  Pike,  Pearch,  Chub, 
Roach,  Dace,  and  Eels.  It  has  been  very  much 
abused  by  bargemen  for  several  years,  but  there 
was  lately  an  Act  passed  to  make  it  five  pounds 
penalty  to  throw  in  a net  ; and  I hope  this  will 
add  to  the  angler’s  diversions. 

“ The  properest  places  to  angle  in,  in  this  river, 
is  about  Waltham.  Upwards  there  is  very  good 
diversion  for  any  sports  of  fish,  according  to  the 
seasons  of  the  year.  As  you  come  downwards 
there  are  several  very  good  stands  about  Parkin- 
son’s ferry.  Near  to  Ghinkfort  Church  is  a stand, 
called  the  Willow-chair,  and  is  a very  good  one 
for  Roach  and  Dace.  You  may  then  keep  down 
the  river  to  Cook’s  ferry,  and  you  may  observe 
several  stands  trod  very  much. 
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“ Bottom  Weir,  which  is  about  eight  miles  from 
liondon,  is  a very  good  place  for  Roach,  Chub, 
Dace,  and  Barbel.  Green’s  weir  is  not  above  six 
miles,  and  likewise  [iroduces  very  good  diversion; 
as  do  several  other  places  nearer  London ; as,  the 
Barge,  near  Smith’s  ferry  ; the  Broad  Water  below 
it ; and  at  Oldford,  Stratford,  Bromley  mills,  and 
near  Blackwall,  where  the  river  empties  itself,  the 
north  side  of  the  Thames.  The  next  river  that 
empties  itself  into  the  Thames  of  this  side,  is  the 
Brent.  It  takes  its  rise  from  several  little 
springs  and  currents  on  Finchley  Common,  and 
empties  itself  at  Brentford.  In  the  spring  of  the 
year,  before  it  has  been  poached,  is  very  good 
diversion  for  Pike,  Pearch,  Chub,  Roacb,  Dace, 
and  Gudgeon.  Tbe  best  stands  are  two  or  three 
near  Kingsbury  Churcb,  Penup  Pool,  and  St. 
George’s  Bool,  near  Stone-bridge,  two  or  three 
near  Ganford,  Crab-tree-hole,  near  Hamwell 
Church,  and  several  others  between  that  and 
Brentford. 

“jHounslow  River  is  a part  of  those  streams  that 
come  from  Uxbridge  and  divides  itself  through 
Drayton,  Colnbrook,  Stanwell,  &c.  It  empties 
itself  into  the  Thames  at  Isleworth.  It  contains 
Pike,  Pearch,  Roach,  Dace,  Chub,  &c.  The  best 
stands  are  Perryoaks,  near  Stanwell,  the  Powder- 
mill-tail,  [and  a very  deep  hole  by  the  bridge 
called  the  Powder-mill-hole.  Here  has  been  a 
great  many  carp  taken.  Lower  down  is  the 
Warren-hole,  and  several  others  between  that  and 
Twittenham.  Uxbridge  river  is  noted  for  very 
good  Trout,  Gudgeon  and  Eels  ; but  there  is  no 
angling  there  without  the  consent  of  the  owner.s, 
or  paying  for  what  you  catch.  Lower  down  is 
Drayton,  which  is  the  same  stream,  and  produces 
very  good  diversion  for  Pike,  Pearch,  Chub,  &c. 
Here,  by  applying  to  one  Tooth,  who  keeps  the 
Jolly  Anglers,  or  at  the  Two  Swans  (both  public- 
houses),  each  person  will  give  you  leave  to  fish  in 
his  separate  water,  for  here  the  river  is  rented. 
There  is  very  good  diversion  at  Drayton-mill,  aud 
all  the  way  to  Colnbrook.  You  cannot  here  fail 
of  diversion  at  any  of  the  mill  tails  ; and  there 
are  several  between  this  and  Stains,  where  the 
river  empties  itself  into  the  Thames.  If  you  have 
a mind  to  go  higher  up  the  country,  the  further 
you  go  the  more  diversion  you  will  have,  as  at 
Cookham,  Marlow,  Henley,  &c.  As  I am  now 
treating  of  the  Thames,  I shall  take  notice  of  the 
particular  places  of  resort,  and  the  rivers  that 
empty  themselves  into  it  on  the  south  side  down 
to  Dartford.  Windsor  is  a place  much  resorted 
to,  and  there  is  very  good  diversion  at  the  Rocks, 
Old  Hithe,  &c.  At  Stains,  and  near,  is  good 
diversion  for  Roach,  Dace,  and  Barbel.  At 
Laylan,  there  is  very  little  bank  fishing.  Here 
are  some  deep  holes  for  Barbel,  and  very  good 
sport  for  White  Fish. 

“ Chertsey  bridge. — The  water  is  very  deep 
hereabout ; there  is  very  good  diversion  for 
Pearch  with  a live  bait,  and  no  scarcity  of  any 
other  tish,  between  tbis  and  Shipperton. 

“ W^ey bridge  river  empties  itself  into  the 
Thames  into  which  runs  By  fleet  river.  Here  is 
plenty  of  all  sorts  of  fish,  except  Trout ; and  in 
the  cold  months,  exceeding  good  trolling  for 
Jack  ; and  a great  many  Carp  are  here  taken  with 
an  angle. 

“ Shipperton  is  the  greatest  resort  for  the 
London  anglers.  You  have  watermen  here  who 
know  their  business  very  well,  and  are  obliging 
and  reasonable.  Here  is  extraordinary  sport  for 
Barbel,  Roach,  Dace,  and  Gudgeons;  and  there  is 
very  good  bank  fishing  in  Brewer’s-mead. 

“ Sunbury.— Here  you  may  likewise  have 
boats.  The  watermen  will  carry  you  to  the  best 
places,  and  diversion  is  not  wanting  for  Pearch, 
Roach,  Dace,  and  Gudgeon. 

“ Between  this  and  Ditton,  Esher  and  Moulsey 
rivers  empty’  themselves  into  the  Thames.  Ihese 
rivers  produce  Carp,  Pike,  Pearch,  Roach,  Chub, 
Dace,  and  Gudgeon,  and  afford  the  angler  as 
much  diversion  as  any  rivers  about  town. 

“ Ditton  banks  afford  good  diversion  for  Roach, 
Chub,  and  Dace. 

“ Kingston  bridge,  and  tbereabouts,  is  a very 
good  place  for  all  sorts  of  White  Fish ; the  water- 
men can  best  recommend  you. 

“Teddington  banks  is  a very  good  place  for 
Gudgeon,  Roach,  Dace,  &c. 

“At  Twittenham,  Isleworth,  Richmond,  and 
Brentford  are  small  islands,  called  Eits,  where 
you  may  have  good  diversion  out  of  a boat  for 
Roach,  Dace,  &c. 
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“Mprtlack  deep  is  likewise  a very  good  place 
in  the  winter  for  large  Roach,  &c. 

“Wandsworth. — Here  Carshalton,  Mitcham, 
and  Martin  rivers  empty  themselves  into  the 
Thames.  They  are  fed  by  each  other,  and  contain 
very  good  Trout',  Dace,  Criul«eoii,  and  Eels. 
There  are  several  very  good  Trout  fishers  use 
these  rivers,  and  meet  with  very  good  success 
both  at  ground  and  top  water. 

“ Chelsea,  against  the  horse-ferry,  is  a good 
place  to  pitch  a boat,  and  upon  Battersea  shoals 
for  Roach  and  Dace;  as  also  down  the  river. 
Westminster  bridge,  York -stairs,  Somerset 
House,  Queenhithe,  the  Three  Cranes,  and  London 
bridge.  You  may  have  a waterman  for  a groat 
an  hour,  who  will  carry  you  to  any  of  these 
places,  and  inform  yon  more  in  going  once  or 
twice,  than  reading  twenty  pages. 

“Below  bridge. — You  may  have  very  good 
sport  with  a ])aternoster  line  at  ship  stern  for 
Roach,  Dace,  and  Bleak.  Lewisham  river  empties 
itself  into  Deptford  river,  and  so  into  the  Thames. 
Neither  of  them  is  worth  an  angler’s  notice. 

“ At  Deptford  is  a wet  dock,  where  you  may 
fish  for  twelve  shillings  a year,  and  there  is  very 
good  sport  for  Pike,  Pearch,  Roach,  and  Bleak. 

“ At  Dartford,  in  Kent,  is  a very  good  river 
that  empties  itself  into  the  Thames,  and  affords 
plenty  of  Trout,  Dace.  Gudgeon,  and  Eels. 

“ On  the  0])])0site  shore,  in  Essex,  is  Dagenham 
Breach,  where  you  may  fish  with  the  consent  of 
the  person  that  keeps  a public-house,  and  there  is 
great  quantity  of  Carj),  Tench,  Pike,  Pearch,  and 
Eels. 

“ Barkin  Creek  is  now  made  navigable  up  to 
Ilford,  where  Woodford  river  empties  itself. 
They  both  afford  Pike,  Pearch.  Dace,  Roach,  Chub, 
Eels,  and  Gudgeon.  The  most  noted  stands  in 
Woodford  river  are  in  the  fields  behind  Lord 
Castlemain’s ; others  near  the  Red-house,  and 
several  about  the  late  Sir  Joseph  Eyles’s. 

“The  New  River. — It  takes  its  rise  from  a 
spring  near  Ware,  and  empties  itself  into  the 
New-river-head  at  Islington.  It  is  inferior  to 
none  for  goodness  of  fish,  and  would  be  very 
plentiful,  but  that  being  so  near  London,  it  is 
very  much  abused.  It  containeth  plenty  of  Chub, 
Roach,  Dace,  Gudgeon,  and  Eels.  There  are  several 
very  good  stands  near  Bowe’s  farm,  which  is 
seven  miles  from  London. 

“The  Physic-gardens,  Wood-ditch,  and  also 
the  Tile-kiln  Round.s  are  much  frequented.  The 
anglers  that  use  this  river  have  brought  angling 
to  a great  perfection  in  general.  The  fish  are 
but  small,  but  they  use  exceeding  fine  tackle, 
and  generally  fish  with  paste;  and  there  are 
some  who  use  this  river,  capable  of  fishing  with 
any  men  in  the  world,  for  Dace,  Roach,  &c. 

“ As  the  tackle  should  be  suitable  to  the  river. 
I shall  not  trouble  you  with  directions  to  make 
it.  You  may  have  that,  and  all  other  sorts  of 
the  best  tackle  I ever  used,  ready  made  at  Mr. 
Onesimns  Ustonson’s.  in  Bell-yard,  Temple-bar.” 


THE  DON  OBSTRUCTIONS. 


It  is  high  time  that  steps  should  be  taken  that 
would  lead  up  to  practical  actioufor  the  improve- 
ment of  the  rod  fishings  on  the  wretchedly-abused 
Don  in  Aberdeenshire.  As  hinted  in  these 
columns  some  time  ago  there  is  a prospect  of  the 
upper  and  middle  proprietors  soon  beginning  to 
move  in  this  matter  in  a manner  more  persistent 
and  resolute,  and  as  a body  more  united  than 
hitherto.  Without  question — and  as  is  frankly 
admitted  by  everyone  conversant  with  the  fact.s-^ 
the  state  of  affairs  on  this  naturally  splendid 
salmon  river  is  altogether  one-sided  and  utterly 
rotten,  conferring  jiractically  an  absolute  mono- 
poly of  the  salmon  to  the  proprietors  of  the  fore- 
shores and  the  few'  lower  miles  of  river  in  whose 
waters  not  one  thousandth  of  the  fish  are  bred, 
reared,  and  protected.  It  is  understood  that  first 
of  all  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland  will  be 
memoralised  to  have  the  whole  ramification  of 
dykes,  dams,  weirs,  and  cruives,  and  the  effects 
they  produce,  inquired  into  by  practical  men,  con- 
versant with  the  habits  of  the  salmon  so  far  as 
known,  and  who  likewise  will  be  entirely  disin- 
terested, having  no  object  to  serve  but  the 
promotion  of  the  common  weal  and  prosperity  of 
the  river.  Most  likely  the  memorial  in  question 
will  be  somewhat  on  the  following  lines,  onl}' 


fuller  in  general  scope,  and  more  precise  as  to  the 
facts  about  the  obstructions. 

“ That  from  the  mouth  of  the  River  Don  for  a 
space  of  four  or  six  miles,  a series  of  dams  or 
weirs  exists  across  the  river  by  which  the  ascent 
and  descent  of  salmon  and  fish  of  the  salmon 
kind  to  and  from  the  sea  is  seriously  interrupted, 
and  can  be  accomplished  only  in  floods.  This  is 
caused  by  the  fact  that  the  water  is  taken  out  of 
the  ordinary  channel  by  means  of  these  weirs  and 
diverted  to  supply  the  large  manufactories,  and 
the  extent  to  which  water  has  been  taken  from 
the  river  has  largely  increased  of  late  years,  and 
in  the  case  of  the  weirs  and  intakes  to  at  least 
two  of  the  mills  throughout  the  whole  year,  when 
the  river  runs  in  ordinary  volume  practically  the 
whole  of  the  water  is  taken  out  of  its  natural 
channel.  As  a result  the  river  is  dry  for  a con- 
siderable distance  below  the  weirs  or  dams  of 
these  manufactories,  and  no  water  flows  over  the 
so-called  fish  w'ays  which  presently  exist  in  the 
weirs  ; that  the  construction  of  the  so-called  fish 
ways  on  these  weirs  is  obsolete,  and  they  are 
wholly  inadequate  to  allow  free  passage  to  fish  in 
ordinary  states  of  the  river ; that  in  consequence 
the  ascending  salmon  collect  in  large  quantities 
below  the  weirs,  where  they  fall  an  easy  prey  to 
poachers,  and  are  caught  in  large  numbers  by 
grappling  hooks  and  other  foul  means  of  fishing, 
and  where  from  overcrowding  and  laceration, 
caused  by  grappling  or  sniggerine:,  disease 
annually  breaks  out  among  them,  cutting  off 
hundreds  on  the  eve  of  shedding  millions  of 
eggs  ; that  as  a result  also  of  these  obstructions 
the  ]iroprietors  who  have  the  rights  to  the  net 
fishings  adjoining  these  weirs  practically  clean 
the  river  of  salmon,  that  even  when  the  river  is 
in  a state  of  flood  during  the  spring  months,  the 
form  of  the  so-calied  fish  ways  effectively  stop 
the  salmon,  as  they  are  not  capable  of  ascending 
them  when  the  river  is  at  a low  temperature,  and 
in  the  autumn  season,  when  the  nets  are  taken 
off.  the  present  fish  ways  form  an  effectual  bar  to 
the  salmon  heavy  with  spawn  then  seeking  to 
ascend,  and  they  have  to  be  assisted  over  the 
weirs  by  the  actual  manual  labour  of  the  water 
bailiffs  ; that  there  also  exists  on  the  river  a weir 
with  cruives  therein,  called  the  “Cruives  of 
Don,”  and  that  the  way  in  which  these  cruives 
with  their  objectionable  appurtenances  of  the 
Baron’s  Grain  and  the  Lebby  Pot  are  worked  is 
grossly  unfair  to  your  memoralists,  and  is  wholly 
in  excess  of  the  legal  rights  of  the  cruive  owners  ; 
that  as  a result  of  all  this  none  of  the  spring  or 
summer  fish  and  not  nearly  the  full  head  of  the 
autumn  fish  which  seek  to  ascend  after  the  netting 
terminates  ever  reach  the  waters  above  the 
obstructions  and  the  river’s  productiveness  as  a 
a breeding  ground  for  salmon  is  greatly  impaired  ; 
that  your  memoralists  also  suffer  heavy  pecuniary 
loss  owing  to  the  inferior  fishing  which  the  river 
affords,  and  which  is  brought  about  wholly  by 
these  obstructions  to  the  free  passage  of  the 
salmon ; this  loss  is  grossly  unfair,  as  your 
memoralists  pay  assessment  for  the  preservation 
of  the  fish  during  the  spawning  season,  but 
nevertheless  have  no  fishing  to  repay  them  for 
their  outlay ; that  the  complaints  of  your 
memoralists  have  been  repeatedly  made  to  the 
Don  Fishery  Board,  but  as  the  owners  of  the 
lower  fishings,  who  are  benefited  by  these  obstruc- 
tions. are  in  a majority  in  the  board,  no  redress 
has  been  obtained  from  the  Don  Fishery  Board. 

“ The  obstructions  have  also  been  brought  before 
the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland,  and  reported 
against  by  their  late  inspector,  Mr.  Archibald 
Yoirng,  but  nothing  has  been  done  to  remove 
them  ; that  the  obstructions  above  complained  of 
could  be  entirely  obviated  were  the  proprietors 
of  the  weirs,  dams,  and  cruives  compelled  to  insert 
in  same  fish  ways  or  passes  of  modern  construction 
to  the  effect  and  extent  of  allowing  at  all  seasons 
and  in  all  states  of  the  river  free  passage  to  the 
fish. 

“ Your  memorialists  would  therefore  respect- 
fully pray  that  you  would  take  into  consideration 
the  facts  stated  in  this  memorial,  and  cause  such 
inquiries  to  be  made  into  the  truth  of  the  com- 
plaints as  you  may  think  necessary,  and  on  being 
satisfied  thereof,  either  from  a report  of  practical 
men  or  from  evidence  laid  before  you,  to  grant 
such  relief  to  your  memorialists  as  they  are 
entitled  to,  or  do  otherwise  in  the  circumstances 
as  shall  seem  just,  and  your  memorialists  will 
ever  pray.” 


GUT. 


At  a certain  and  suitable  stage  of  development, 
the  larvaa  intended  for  the  production  of  gut,  are 
spread  in  vast  numbers  on  low  flat  benches  m 
front  of  the  drawers,  who  are  almost  all  women. 
The  larva  is  held,  not  too  tightly,  in  the  left  hand, 
and  then  the  head  is  seized  between  the  first 
finger  and  thumb  of  the  right,  and  steadily  pulled 
off,  drawing  with  it  the  contents  of  the  creature, 
which  lengthens  into  a palish  yellow  thread  of  a 
slightly  glutinous  nature,  but  which  soon  gradu- 
ally dries  and  hardens.  The  head  and  tail  refuse  i 
are  pinched  off  and  thrown  aside,  the  gut  link  | 
being  cjuickly  placed  in  a vessel  of  water,  con- 
veniently placed  for  the  “drawers.”  This  first  1 
process  is  by  far  the  most  important  of  all,  for  it  i 
is  possible  to  have  the  drawing  done  so  badly,  , 
either  from  carelessness  or  unskilfulness,  that  ! 
scarcely  a serviceable  link  in  a thousand  could  be 
found,  while  no  skill  or  care  can  do  anything  with  - 
unripe  or  overripe  worms,  the  heads  either 
coming  off  by  themselves,  or  drawing  forth  the 
interior  as  a large  pulpy  blob.  IStill  the  “ worms  ” 
are  not  by  any  means  all  at  the  same  stage  of 
development,  and  upon  this  depends  the  various  i 
degrees  of  fineness  in  the  gut  produced.  The 
first  great  object  of  the  drawer  is  to  produce  the 
longest  possible  thread  of  true  cylindrical  dimen- 
sions, and  of  that  degree  of  stoutness  which  her 
experienced  eye  and  touch  tell  her  the  larva  can 
best  yield.  The  instant  a larva  is  touched  and  , 
its  head  off,  the  drawer  has  an  id^al  link  in  her 
mind,  the  link  which  that  larva  will  best  yield, 
and  at  that  she  aims,  with  a success  proportioned 
to  her  judgment  and  dexterity. 

The  links  are  gathered  by  children,  and  brought 
to  the  sorters.  They  deftly  separate  the  precious 
perfectly  cylindrical  links  from  the  rest  and  hand 
them  over  to  the  washers  and  Stainers,  who 
subject  them  to  a long  process  of  bathing,  which 
imparts  to  them  the  well-known  tint  of  the  gut 
of  commerce,  and  develops  that  “bark”  which  i 
renders  this  gut  so  valuable.  This  is  the  rare 
and  expensive  undmvm  gut  which  only  kings  and 
editors  use. 

Were  the  judgment  and  manipulation  of  the 
drawers  absolutely  unerring  we  should  have 
nothing  else  but  undrawn  gut ; but  this  is 
impossible,  if  only  for  the  one  reason  that  the 
larv®  themselves  are  frequently  abnormal,  and 
baffle  the  most  skilful  even  at  the  last  moment. 

All  the  remainder  of  the  gut  is,  therefore, 
flawed,  and  constitutes  by  far  the  largest  portion 
of  the  gut  produced.  Flaws  are  caused  by 
flattening  or  attenuation.  When  the  latter 
appears  the  drawer  sometimes  draws  the  link 
dexterously  apart  at  the  point  of  weakness,  and 
produces  two  good,  though  short,  links.  Some- 
times this  method  would  cause  a whole  series  of 
attenuations  to  set  in,  and  the  link  is  left  with 
the  flaw  in  it.  Sometimes  the  flaw  disintegrates 
in  manufacture,  and  forms  a hard,  bony  spiral, 
occasionally  found  in  the  cheaper  kinds  of  gut 
in  the  market. 

The  flawed  gut  is  washed  and  dressed,  but  very 
slightly,  and  is  then  drawn  through  variously-sized 
holes  in  metal  plates  until  each  link  is  scraped 
down  to  the  fineness  of  its  finest  attenuation.  No 
angler,  however,  need  be  told  that  true  cylindrical 
uniformity  is  not  invariably  produced  by  this 
process.  The  worst  cases  are  flat  attenuations, 
but  even  these  find  their  way  into  the  market. 

The  “drawn”  gut  is  then  subject  to  a most 
elaborate  process  of  bathing  and  dressing  to  give 
it  the  tint  of  the  trade  and  restore  its  bark.  The 
first  object  is  easily  attained,  the  latter  never. 
Something,  of  course,  is  done,  in  fact,  all  that 
applied  scientific  knowledge  can  do  ; but  nothing 
can  fill  the  place  of  that  natural  bark  which  the 
undrawn  gut  possesses  and  the  drawn  gut  lost 
in  its  passage  through  the  plates. 

The  composition  of  the  washing  and  dressing 
baths  is  a strictly  guarded  trade  secret,  though 
amateurs  unacquainted  with  it  have  frequently 
been  known  to  turn  out  a very  fairly  dressed  gut 
with  preparations  of  their  own.  It  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  add  that  gut  is  simply  silk  in  a cer- 
tain stage  of  arrested  development,  and  it  is  even 
asserted  that  the  action  of  sunlight  upon  it  causes 
a sort  of  obscure  revival  of  the  metamorphic 
process  which  disintegrates  the  gut  tissue, 
causing  serious  consequences  to  the  angler  who 
carries  his  gut  collars  wound  round  his  hat. — 
Mona. 
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THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


Waltoiana 

Thk  autumn  Ashing  season  on  the  east  coast 
promises  to  be  good.  Codling  have  been  taken 
here  and  there  in  exceptionally  large  qualities, 
and  from  Deal,  Lowestoft,  and  Yarmouth  come 
most  encouraging  reports.  Last  year  the  cod 
Ashing  was  not  very  good,  but  local  people  at 
Yarmouth  tell  me  that  there  they  look  for  a bad 
season  every  other  year,  and  that  the  fact  of  a 
number  of  small  codling  from  about  half  a pound 
to  a pound  and  a half  having  already  come  in 
shore  is  a promising  sign  for  larger  cod  later  on. 

Few  things  surprise  me  more  than  the 
enormous  increase  in  the  number  of  sea  anglers. 

I have  been  visiting  both  Lowestoft  and  Yar- 
mouth lately,  and  there  for  every  man  with  a 
hand-line  one  sees  three  or  four  with  a rod.  I am 
speaking  of  inshore  Ashing  in  shallow  water,  of 
eourse  ; but  rods  are  now  made  which  will  easily 
carry  a lead  of  half  a pound,  so  that  waters  of  a 
considerable  depth  may  be  Ashed  without  resource 
to  a handline.  At  Lowestoft  on  Saturday  last  I 
saw  quite  a string  of  men — perhaps  forty  of  them 
— along  the  beach,  who  were  Ashing,  some  with 
what  are  called  throw-out  lines  and  others  with 
heavy  paternoster  tackle,  casting  from  the  reel  in 
the  Nottingham  fashion.  The  throw-out  line  is 
peculiar  to  the  east  coast.  It  is  the  usual  sort  of 
thing,  a lead  at  the  end  of  the  line  with  a few  hooks 
above  it,  but  there  is  this  peculiarity : below  the 
lead  is  about  two  fathoms  of  Ane  line,  at  the  end  of 
which  is  a button.  The  thrower-out  (who  is  not  to 
be  confounded  with  the  chucker-out)  places  the 
end  of  this  additional  piece  of  line  in  a cleft  cut 
at  the  end  of  a mop  handle,  the  button  keeping 
the  line  from  slipping  through  the  cleft,  then 
swings  the  lead  behind  and  heaves  it  forward. 
The  line  Aies  out  of  the  cleft  and  the  lead  goes 
out  to  sea  like  a rocket  in  a rocket  apparatus. 
The  principal  Ash  being  caught  were  codling. 

The  chaining  up  of  many  of  the  Norfolk  broads 
is  a very  serious  matter.  When  theHickling 
Broad  case  was  fought,  the  plaintiffs  asked  for  a 
declaration  considerably  restricting  the  use  of 
the  broad  even  for  navigation  purposes,  but  in 
this  they  failed  as  must  almost  any  owner  of  a 
broad  fail  who  endeavours  to  do  the  same  thing. 
But  without  going  to  law  people  are  placing 
chains  across  the  dykes  leading  into  broads 
which  have  been  navigable  for  many  years,  and 
are  not  only  barring  the  public  out,  but  by 
stopping  the  tralRc  are  indirectly  causing  weeds 
and  mud  to  grow  up,  and  the  old  channels  to  be 
quite  obliterated.  The  broads  are  very  shallow 
and  very  muddy,  and  I think  I am  correct  in 
saying  that  without  exception  they  are  gradually 
Ailing  up  with  rushes,  and  it  is  only  by  the  navi- 
gation of  them  by  craft  of  considerable  size  that 
their  existence  can  be  continued. 


nominal  sum.  An  Act  of  Parliament  clearly  states 
that  if  a launch  is  navigated  at  such  a rate  of  speed 
as  to  endanger  human  life  or  injure  ])roporty  or 
the  banks  of  the  river,  an  offence  is  committed. 
This  decision  will  have  a most  unfortunate  effect 
in  the  district  which  has  for  its  judicial  authorities 
the  Henley  county  magistrates,  for  the  men  will 
now  feel  that  they  can  go  at  any  rate  of  speed 
provided  it  cannot  be  proved  they  have  done 
serious  injury  to  the  banks,  or  caused  some 
accident,  and  it  will  also  have  the  iinfortunate 
effect  of  making  the  Conservators  reluctant  to 
prosecute  in  cases  of  launch  driving  at  excessive 
speed  unless  some  accident  has  occurred. 


I VERY  strongly  urged  upon  the  Conservators 
the  desirability  of  having  a clause  in  the  new 
Thames  Fishery  Bye-Iiaws  dealing  with  launches, 
but  was  told  by  the  secretary  that  they  did  not 
consider  it  would  be  any  advantage  to  make 
injury  to  a spawn  or  brood  of  Ash  an  offence 
under  the  bye-laws  when  injury  to  property  from 
the  same  course  was  punishable  by  a maximum 
Ane  of  £20.  That  seemed  logical  enough,  but  it 
is  perfectly  clear  to  me  that  it  would  have  been 
wiser  to  also  create  a Ashing  bye-law  to  deal  with 
the  subject.  In  any  case  the  powers  already 
existing  would  not  have  been  lessened. 

Templyr, 


QUILL  DRIVING 
By  Val  Conson. 


There  appears  to  have  been  a miscarriage  of 
justice  in  the  matter  of  a steam  launch  prosecu- 
tion before  the  county  bench  at  Henley-on- 
Thames  last  week.  A man  employed  by  Salters, 
of  Oxford,  was  charged  with  navigating  the 
Cliveden  without  exercising  proper  caution,  and 
at  such  a high  rate  of  speed  as  to  injure  the 
banks.  Lieut.  Bell,  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Thames 
Conservancy,  was  the  principal  witness  for 
the  prosecution.  He  said  the  launch  was  making 
an  excessive  wash,  to  the  damage  of  the  banks, 
the  wave  rising  quite  18in.  When  the  driver, 
Dennis  Palmer,  saw  Lieut.  Bell  he  decreased  his 
S])eed.  The  bench  dismissed  the  summons  on  the 
ground  that  very  little  damage  was  done,  and 
immediately  afterwards  heard  a case  in  which  a 
young  man  was  charged  with  practically  disobey- 
ing the  orders  of  a lock  keeper,  and  Aned  him 
£3  12s.,  including  costs.  Now,  if  there  is  one 
thing  more  dangerous  than  another  in  connec- 
tion with  these  steam  launches,  it  is  the  high 
rate  of  speed  at  which  they  travel.  I have 
actually  seen  a boat  washed  up  on  to  the  bank 
and  left  high  and  dry.  Trees  are  undermined  by 
the  wash,  and  fall  into  the  river,  camp-sheathing 
is  loosened.  It  was  a case  in  which  the  amount 
of  damage  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
question.  If  the  offence  was  a slight  one  the 
summons  should  not  have  been  dismissed,  but  the 
man  should  have  been  convicted  and  Aned  a 


Of  all  modern  developments  of  the  art  of  the 
Ay-dresser,  there  is  probably  none  more  remark- 
able than  the  rise  of  the  quill  into  prominence. 
The  old  books  teem  with  examples  of  the  dubbed 
Ay,  but  of  late  year.s  the  odds  that  any  trout- 
Asher  you  may  approach  on  a soiithern  stream 
is  using  one  or  other  variety  of  the  quill  are  con- 
siderable. The  quill  has  several  merits  of  its 
o^n_tbe  Ane  effect  of  natural  colour,  the  delicate 
watery,  semi-transparent  gloss,  its  susceptibility 
to  bleaching  and  dye,  and  large  range  of  colour, 
its  cheapness,  and  the  ease  aud  simplicity  6f  its 

handling.  , , , c 

It  would  be  absurd  to  pretend  that  the  use  of 
it  is  an  absolute  novelty.  I remember  coming 
across  an  account  of  a Devonshire  pattern,  no 
other  than  the  quill  dressing  of  our  old  friend 
the  Blue  Upright  (hackled),  in  a book  dating  from 
the  early  part  of  this  century,  but  I cannot  lay 
my  hand  upon  the  reference. 

But  I can  well  remember  when  I was  a boy  at 
Winchester  College  twenty  years  ago,  and  used 
to  Aog  the  Old  Barge,  that  among  all  the  patterns 
with  which  wily  old  John  Hammond  supplied  me 
out  of  his  extensive  stock,  there  was  only  one 
quill  bodied  Ay  (with  the  body  none  too  neatly 
wound),(which  the  more  experienced  of  my  school- 
fellows "spoke  of  with  bated  breath  as  a novelty, 

“ the  Quill  Gnat.”  I am  not  sure  that  ^the  body 
was  not  composed  of  a strip  of  quili  from  a 
starling  quill  feather.  The  body  was  uudyed, 
and  it  is  in  the  direction  of  dyeing  that  the  mam 
development  has  taken  place. 

Francis  Francis,  writing  in  1885,  says:  “ Quill 
bodies  are  now  rapidly  taking  the  place  oi  all 
others.  You  can  dye  the  quill  of  almost  any 
colour  you  like;  it  Aoatsfar  better  than  anything 
else,  and  has  just  the  shine  and  brilliancy  of  many 
Ay  "bodies.”  I quote  from  the  sixth  edition.  I 
do  not  know  if  it  appeared  in  the  Arst  edition  of 
the  Book  on  Angling,  published  in  1867. 

The  quill,  as  now  generally  understood  by  Ay- 
dressers,  is  not  that  part  of  a bird  s feather 
which  is  usually  known  as  a ejuiil,  but,  in  tlie 
absence  of  qualiAcation,  means,  m angling  litera- 
ture, a Abre  of  the  eye  feather  of  the  common 
peacock  stripped  of  its  brilliant  metallic  Aiie  by 
a process  of  drawing  it  between  the  foreAnger 
and  the  thumb-nail.  The  result,  if  the  quill  be 
one  of  those  crossing  the  eye,  is  a blue  grey  strip 
of  almost  even  breacttb,  and  toned  from  a lighter 
or  dark  blue  grey  on  the  one  side  to  a colour  more 
or  less  approaching  white  on  the  other  side. 
Plain,  it  makes  an  excellent  body  for  the  Blue 
Dun  (Blue  Upright  or  Blue  Quill),  and  for  that 
form  of  the  Red-brown  Spinner  known  as  the 
Red  Quill  or  the  Ginger  Quill.  But  it  is  im- 
mensely susceptible  of  variation  by  bleaching  or 
dyeing,  or  both  processes  ; and  in  this  manner  a 
vast  range  of  colour  and  shades  may  be  obtained. 


In  practice  the  colours  are  three  and  the  range 
iiiAnite,  viz.,  in  reds  Irom  jialest  cinnamon 
through  orange,  crimson  and  magenta  to  the 
darkest  brown,  in  olives  from  [lalest  yellow  to 
darkest  olive,  and  in  blues  from  pale  slate  to 
darkest  blue.  . . , , . 

Nearly  all  the  shades  of  dun  required  by  the 
dry-lly-rnan  can  be  dressed  with  this  wonderful 
quill.  ,,,, 

But  it  does  not  exhaust  our  resources,  iho 
long  loose  herls  from  the  lower  part  of  the  same 
feather  stripped  of  their  metallic  plumules 
present  a deep  brown  strip  which  makes  a useful 
body  for  the  March  Brown,  and.  bleached,  or  dyed, 
or  both  will  serve  for  some  of  the  larger  Aies; 
but  the  quill  is  somewhat  coarse  for  Aies  on  hooks 
of  No.  1 and  smaller  sizes.  ^ 

Then  the  long  thin  herls  of  the  peacock  s sickle 
feather,  similarly  stripped,  make  a variety  of 
bodies,  some  black  almost  as  night,  some  a ilelicate 
cinnamon  colour,  and  [some  again  very  dark  witn 
a very  white  line  along  one  edge. 

Unstripped,  the  copper-coloured  herl  is  used 
for  bodies  of  Aies  such  as  the  Coachman,  the 
Alder,  and  the  Red  Ant,  while  the  green  sickle 
feather  serves  to  rib  bumbles  and  the  Hamp- 
shire sedge  Aies  or  rails.  The  shorter  green 
Abres  are  only  useful  in  the  Alexandra  and 

salmon  Aies.  . 

Then  we  have  the  goose  quill,  waich  makes  a 
verv  pretty  rough  body  of  delicate  blue,  as  in  Hal- 
ford’s Goose  Dull  (No.  12  in  Floating  I lies).  The 
quill  I mean  here  is  such  as  you  will  get  from  a 
quill  pen.  But  some  lovely  soft  dubbmg-like 
bodies  with  remarkable  powers  of  resistance  to 
water,  and  a series  of  pale  watery  hues  of  brown 
and  blue  may  be  had  from  the  soft  plumyfeathers 
of  the  common  goose.  These  should  be  used  fresh 
and  undyed,  as  the  dye  will  not  bite  unless  tne 
natural  grease  be  Arst  eliminated  from  the 
feather,  and  that  is  fatal  to  dotation. 

Some  excellent  shades  of  blue  of  a deeper  type 
are  to  be  had  from  the  heron’s  wing,  breast,  and 
body  feathers.  These  are  susceptible  of  dye,  and 
make  a good  rough  Olive,  useful  in  spring,  ihe 
pale  shade  is  good  for  the  Olive  Spinner  of 
July,  August,  aud  September. 

Mac'pie  herl  is  sometimes  used  lor  bodies  in  the 
North  Couutree,  and  for  heads, but  my  experience 
of  it  is  not  enough  to  enable  me  to  speak  ot  it 
with  any  knowledge.  • i. 

Then  we  have  the  condor  quill,  which  is  perhaps 
the  most  valuable  of  all  quills,  being  pre-eminently 
touo’h,  and  therefore  susceptible  of  bleaching  and 
dying  with  less  chance  of  rot.  There  is  a delicate 
black  line  along  the  edge  of  each  quAl  when 
stripped  of  the  Aue,  which  gives  very  effectively 
the  suggestion  of  a rib.  Care  should,  however,  be 
taken  in  stripping  the  feather  not  to  rip  the  black 

Turkey  tail  feab’ners,  the  hooked  feather  of  the 
blackcock’s  tail,  golden  pheasant’s  tail,  pheasant 
tails,  and  myriads  of  other  feathers  will  furnish 
herl  or  quill  bodies  of  sorts  to  the  observant 

angler.  „ , i -n 

Before  the  rise  into  favour  of  the  peacock  qiiiU 
a capital  device  was  long  in  use  in  the  Lciien 
valley.  The  centre  quill  of  a hackle,  dyed  or 
plain,  was  Aattened  between  the  thumb-nail  and 
foreAnger.  The  Abres  of  the  hackle  were  then 
reraovGl  (they  could  after  the  Aattenmg  process 
be  twitched  "off  cleanly  without  hurting  the 
enamel  of  the  quili).  The  stem  (dyed  or  plain) 
was  then  wound  on  as  a quill,  and  as  it  was  very 
Ane  at  one  end  and  tapered  rapidly,  it  produced 
an  effect  of  rapid  taper  in  the  body  oi  the  Ay, 
giving  the  fab  appearance  dear  to  Itchen  trout. 
Then,  being  light  and  pithy,  it  assisted  the 
Aotation  of  the  Ay.  A great  variety  of  base 
colours  could  be  had  in  nature,  and  that  variety 
inAnitely  multiplied  by  dyeing. 

Then,  Anally,  there  are  the  quills  proper,  the 
strippings  of  the  quill  enamel  from  the  feithers 
of  various  birds,  such  as  chalAnch  (for  the  Badger 
QuilB,  landrail,  starling,  thrush,  partridge,  and 
unnumbered  others.  The  great  difficulty  with  this 
class  is  to  strip  them  evenly  and  with  an  even 
taper,  and  to  get  an  even  colour  and  tone  by  clean- 
iim  perfectly  the  pith  from  the  underside. 

The  novice  will  see  that  he  has  an  immense 
Aeld  before  him,  and  that,  when  far  away  from  a 
dresser,  he  ought  always  to  be  able  to  turn  out 
something  after  the  Ay  on  the  water  to  the  taste 
of  thetrout,  without  much  regard  to  the  books  or 
writings  and  precepts  of  anyone. 
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TUOUT  AND  PIKE  FISHIN(f  IN 


LOUGH  CONN, 


Co.  MAYO,  THELANH. 


In  the  Summer  Numljer  of  18P0  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  there  appeared  an  article  in  which  I 
described  angling  in  this  lough. 

Since  then  I have  revisited  the  lough  threetimes. 
Perhaps  a few  more  notes  may  be  of  interest. 


By  C.  J. 

As  to  the  pike,  they  are  magnificent  both  in 
Cullen  (which  is  almost  entirely  a pike  lough)  and 
in  the  Pontoon  end  of  Lough  Conn.  The  biggest 
pike  I have  seen  which  have  been  taken  from 
these  lakes  were  of  2811).,  271b.,  2.'ilb.,  221b.,  and 


Short,  and  well  fed,  with  small  heads  and  broad 
backs,  they  give  most  excellent  sport,  rnshing 
deep  and  long,  jumping  and  fighting  to  the  bitter 
end. 

It  should  be  remembered,  too,  that  they  are 


MADDEN’S  COTTAGE,  GLASS  ISLAND,  LOUGH  CONN. 
(Fruni  a Photograph  hy  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole,  of  Ealing.) 


I will  repeat  what  I wrote  before  in  so  far  as 
to  note  that  the  return  fare  to  Fox  ford— the 
station  three  miles  from  the  lake— from  Enston, 
third  class,  including  steamboat,  is  .>5s. 

Lough  Conn  contains  a large  number  of  brown 
trout,  a few  salmon,  and 
a very  few  white  (or  sea) 
trout. 

The  brown  trout  are 
taken  up  to  181b.  in 
weight.  Many  trout  of 
21b.  and  upwards  are 
killed  on  the  artificial 
fly,  but  the  average  trout 
thus  killed  is  about  lib. 

I met  a gentleman  this 
year  who  on  one  day  in 
last  July  killed  to  his 
own  rod  on  the  artificial 
fly  nine  trout  weighing 
seventeen  and  a half 
pounds.  Vov free  fishing 
this  surely  is  excellent. 

The  next  day  I saw  a " 
gentleman  with  a trout 
of  41b.,  another  of  2flb., 
another  of  2Mb.,  and 
others  of  over  lib.,  which 
he  had  killed  on  the  fly. 

My  biggest  fish  to  the 
artificial  fly  has  been  (JMb. 

Then  as  to  trolling.  1 
have  known  weeks  iff 
July  and  August  when 
not  a day  has  passed 
without  the  killing  of  a 
trout  of  .Mb.  or  Gib.  or 
more. 


two  of  181b.,  but  the  Fishing  Gazett?,  a short  time 
contained  the  reproduction  of  a photofranh 
of  a .301b.  Cullen  pike.  ° 

The  School-house  (Pontoon)  Bay  in  Conn  yields 
splendid  sport  to  anyone  carefully  spinning,  under 


I \vould  venture  to  say  that  there  are  very  few 
free  fisheries  where  better  sport  is  obtainalfle  in 
July,  August,  .atid  Septetnber. 

There  are  always  a few  salmon  at  the  pool 
which  joins  Lough  Conn  to  Lough  Cullen,  and 
the}’  are  often  taken  on  spinning  baits  in  Conn. 


ANGLING  ON  LOUGH  CONN. 

(From  a Drawing  by  the  ..\uthor.) 

favourable  circumstances,  over  the  good  spots 
therein.  From  4.)lb.  to  701b.  per  day  have  been 
taken  by  one  rod  out  of  this  bay.  A piece  of 
pike  sewn  on  to  an  Archer  sjiinner  kills  well  when 
preserved  dace  and  trout  run  short. 

And  these  pike  are  most  excellent  in  every  way. 


splendid  as  food.  Are  they  not  fed  on  trout  and 
salmon  in  water  all  of  which  is  fit  for  human 
consumption  ? 

Before^  closing  these  notes  on  the  sport  of 
Lough  Conn,  let  me  add,  yes,  most  distinctly, 
that,  as  in  all  lakes,  the 
sport  in  this  lough  is 
capricious.  One  week 
there  may  be  sport  of 
the  very  best  character, 
the  next,  nearly  none. 
But  days  which  appear 
to  be  hopeless  as  regards 
• • - lough  fishing  may  be 

well  spent  by  ascending 
the  mountain,  Nephin, 
which  overlooks  it — the 
view  from  the  top  is  mag- 
nificent— or  by  going  to 
Ballina  (8  miles)  for  the 
free  salmon  fishing.  Jim 
Hearns,  of  that  town,  will 
obtain  the  necessary  per- 
mission and  supply  boat 
and  man  and  rods  and 
tackle  on  hire. 

Then, again, apart  from 
the  fishing  of  the  lough, 
what  infinite  health  and 
enjoyment  are  derived 
from  the  bracing  Atlantic 
air,  the  charming  scenery 
which  surrounds  thelake, 
the  continual  changes  of 
light  and  shade,  storm 
and  calm,  wind  and  rain  ! 

Anyone  who  has  visited 
the  lake  cannot  fail  on 
return  to  long  to  be  back  again  amidst 
that  large  expanse  of  water  and  sky,  to  see 
Nephin’s  blue  liack,  to  feel  the  rousing  patter  of 
wiud-caught  spray  uj)on  bis  neck  and  back,  to 
plunge  in  the  good  boat  through  the  huge  waves 
of  a stormy  day  en  route  to  the  shelter  of  the 


his 
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■windward  shore,  or,  af'ain,  to  sco  the  mountains’ 
sides  witli  their  heather  coats  bathed  in  blood- 
red  sunlight  at  eventide. 

Eor  more  than  a month  in  each  of  four  suni- 
raers  wo  have  “ put  up  ” at  Jimmy  Madden’s 
cottage,  which  stands  on  Olass  Island,  the  prin- 
cipal "^islo  of  the  lough.  Every  year  we  have 
found  increasing  CDm-fort  there.  There  are  now 
four  rooms  for  the  accommodation  of  anglers ; 
eight  to  twelve  people  might  sleep  there.  A party 
of  ladies  took  the  rooms  for  a fortnight  this  year, 
and  right  well  did  they  enjoy  themselves.  Such 
merry  sun-burnt  anglers  were  never  seen  before. 
The  terms  for  the  rooms  are  exceedingly  cheap— 
from  £1  per  week.  Madden  and  his  family  do 
everything  in  their  power  to  make  visitors  com- 
fortable. They  are  Irish  peasants,  having  all  the 
best  qualities  of  their  race,  and  none  of  the  bad. 

An  angler  who  could  not  enjoy  Glass  Island 
life  would  indeed  be  hard  to  please.  What  more 
does  one  want  than  to  wake  in  a clean  bed,  to 
forthwith  put  on  an  ulster,  run  down  twenty 
yards  to  the  shore  and  plunge  into  the  fresh 
crystal  waters  of  the  lake,  to  return  to  find  a 
bright  turf  fire  and  a smoking  breakfast  of  fresh 
eggs,  bacon,  trout,  and  jam  P Then,  off  in  the 
boat  with  Jimmy  and  one  of  his  sons  to  spend  a 
day  alternately  fishing,  shooting  duck,  plover, 
curlew,  &c.,  and  listening  to  Madden’s  bright, 
good-natured  remarks,  and  his  experiences  of 
storm,  fishing,  shooting,  potheen  making,  police- 
escaping,  and  all  the  incidents  of  life  in  the  wilds 
of  the  West  of  Ireland.  Then  home  to  dinner  of 
soup,  fish,  fowl,  or  flesh,  and  fruit.  And  after- 
wards a delightful  talk  (in  front  of  a blazing  fire, 
a big  kettle,  a bottle  of  Irish  whiskey,  a lemon 
and  some  sugar)— a talk  of  tlie  salmon  now  on  its 
way  to  the  wife  in  England,  or  the  struggle  [with 
the  trout  now  being  set  up,  or  of  the  hopes  of 
sport  on  the  morrow,  until,  with  the  whole 
system  impregnated  with  the  health-giving,  pure, 
strong  air,  one  falls  asleep. 

If  I can  be  of  use  in  giving  further  informa- 
tion on  Lough  Conn  to  any  of  your  readers  I 
should  be  indeed  happy  to  give  them  the  fullest 
possible  particulars. 


OPPIAN’S  HALIEUTICS. 


By  E.  B.  Marston. 

Op  man’s  contests  with  monsters  of  the  deep, 
of  the  habits  and  varieties  of  sea  fish  generally, 
and  the  various  methods  of  taking  thern,  no 
writer  has  given  so  poetical  and  so  graphic  an 
account  as  Oppian  in  his  “ Halieutics  of  the 
Nature  of  Eishes  and  Fishing  of  the  Ancients, 
in  V.  Books,”  of  which  a very  spirited  translation 
was  published  at  Oxford  in  1722,  where  it  was 
“Printed  at  the  Theatre.”  Imprimatur,  “Eob. 
Shippen,  vice-can.  Oxon.”  The  first  two  books 
were  translated  by  Mr.  Diaper,  and  the  last  three 
by  Mr.  J.  Jones,  M.A.,  both  of  Balliol  College. 
The  work  is  dedicated  to  the  Most  Honourable 
the  Lord  Marquis  of  Carnarvon,  and  contains 
“An  Account  of  Oppian’s  Life  and  Writings,  and 
a Catalogue  of  his  Fishes.”  The  first  edition  of 
Oppian  w'as  a Latin  translation  by  Lippius, 
published  in  1478.  In  1515  the  first  edition  of 
the  Greek  text  appeared,  and  that,  to  angling 
book  collectors,  invaluable  work  the  Bibliotheca 
Piscaforia  mentions  several  other  translations, 
including  French  and  Italian,  but  the  one 
described  above  appears  to  be  the  only  edition  in 
the  English  language. 

In  the  introduction  to  his  “ Catalogue  of  the 
Fishes  mentioned  in  Oppian,”  Jones  says,  “At 
the  distance  of  fifteen  hundred  years  from  the 
time  in  which  Oppian  wrote,  and  in  a country 
remote  from  those  .seas  which  were  the  scene  of 
his  poem,  ’tis  but  reasonable  that  large  allowances 
should  be  made  to  a translator  who  is  obligetl  to 
English  the  Greek  names  by  which  fishes  were 
distinguished,  as  they  swam  so  many  centuries 

ago  in  the  Mediterranean In  the 

following  catalogue  it  would  needless  to  give  any 
account  of  fishes  farther  than  would  be  necessary 
for  reading  the  author,  since  many  ancients* 
and  moderns  have  written  long  treatises  on  this 
subject;  among  the  former,  Aristotle, Eiilian,  and 
Pliny  ; of  the  latter,  Aldrovandus,  Eondolet, 
Salvian,  Gesner,  &c.”  It  certainly  is  difficult 

* Athenseus  sajs  Homer  “ compares  the  companions  of 
Ulysses  who  were  seized  by  Sylla  to  ftsh  caught  with  a long 
rod,  and  thrown  out  of  doors. 


to  recognise  some  of  the  fish  described  by 
Oppian,  and  yet  it  is  evident  ho  wrote  from 
personal  ex])crionce  for  the  most  part. 

.John  Jones,  M.A..  of  Balliol  College,  considers 
that  Oppian  was  “born  in  the  former  part  of 
Commodus’s  reign.”  Comrnodus,  son  of  Antonins, 
was  sti-angled  by  a wrestler  in  the  thirty-first 
year  of  his  age,  a d.  Ifi2.  Oppian  s^  lather, 
Agesilaus,  “ was  a man  of  wealth  and  figure  in 
Anazarbus ; but  being  a reserved  and  Philoso- 
phical person,  when  Severus,  taking  a progress 
through  Cilicia,  made  his  entrance  into  that  city, 
he  avoided  the  hurry  and  fatigue  of  that 
solemnity,  and  hoped  his  studies  might  have 
excused  the  formality  of  attendance.  But 
Severus,  a Prince  of  rough  and  suspicious  temper, 
took  this  as  an  instance  of  contempt,  arid  resented 
his  non-appearance  so  far  as  to  banish  the  old 
gentleman  into  the  island  of  Malta.  'I he  pious 
son  could  not  desert  his  father  under  this 
unhappy  circumstance,  but  voluntarily  accom- 
panied him  in  his  exile.  Perhaps  it  was  to  this 
melancholy  retirement  that  we  are  indebted  for 
one  of  the  finest  Eemains  of  Antiquity.  . . . 

Oppian  had  doubtless  perused  the  works  of  the 
ancient  naturalists,  particularly  those  of  Aristotle, 
though  he  often  differs  in  opinion  from  that  great 
man,  and  sometimes  disagrees  with  him  in 
accounts  of  matters  of  fact ; he  has  besides  many 
names  and  relations  of  fishes  not  to  be  found  in 
Aristotle’s  collection,  or  in  any  other  naturalist. 
The  last  book  of  his,  Cynegetics*  (for  it  is  certain 
he  wrote  five),  is  lost;  of  the  Uixentics,  there  is 
only  a Greek  paraphrase  remaining;  though  the 
learned  have  been  long  amused  with  expectations 
of  the  original  ])oem,  which  is  said  to  have  lain 
concealed  in  the  Italian  librarie.s.  But  by  lucky 
chance  we  have  his  most  finished  piece,  the 
llalmttic3,' entire-,  and  Time  which, as  Sir  William 
Temple  says,  is  like  a river,  lets  things  of  ■worth 
and  weight  sink  and  be  lost,  but  carries  with  it 
the  light  and  trilling,  h.as  yet  wafted  down  to  us 
this  solid  and  valuable  Eemain  of  Antiquity.” 

Eough  and  suspicious  as  the  Emperor  Severus 
may  have  been,  he  was  evidently  a man  of  taste, 
for  when  Oppian,  “ according  to  the  custom  of 
those  times  had  in  a public  theatre  recited  his 
Halieutics,  Severus  was  so  ravished  with  the 
sweetness  of  the  composition  and  the  novelty  of 
the  subject,  that  he  bid  him  ask  what  he  would, 
nothing  should  be  denied  him.  The  pious  son 
had  now  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  all  he 
desired,  the  restoring  of  his  Father,  Age.silaus,  to 
his  liberty  and  country,  and  Severus  not  only 
granted  him  his  request,  but  presented  him  with 
an  additional  reward  of  a stater  of  gold  for  each 
verse,  a generous  and  Princely  gratuity,  and  a 
handsome  compliment  to  modest  worth  and 
poetry.”  , 

Jones,  in  a footnote,  computes  this  as  o-oO)-) 
staters  of  gold,  each  containing  about  16s.  4d.  of 
our  money.  In  round  figures,  one  may  say  that 
Oppian’s  Halieutics  obtained  for  him  not  only 
his  own  and  his  father’s  release  from  banishment 
in  Malta,  but  a sum  of  money  equal  to  at  least 
£5,000  as  money  is  valued  now. 

The  translator  continues  : “ The  Greek  writers 
of  his  life  say  he  wrote  many  admirable  poems 
besides  those  on  Pishing,  Hunting,  and  Fowling  ; 
and  Oppian  himself  informs  us  that  he  had  a 
design  to  do  honour  to  his  country  in  an  epic 
poem,  of  which  he  gives  us  a s]iecimen  in  his 
description  of  the  inundation  of  the  0 rentes  and 
the  draining  of  that  river  by  Hercules ; at  the 
conclusion  of  which  story  he  thus  expresses  him- 
self : — 

“ But  when  I sing  my  dearest  country’s  praise. 

This  theme  shall  shine  in  more  exalted  lays. 
Meanwhile  the  scenes  of  sylvan  toil  excuse, 

And  hunting  arts  engage  the  willing  muse. 

“ Our  author  had  doubtless  a genius  sufficient 
for  Epic  poetry,  but  it  is  not  probable  he  lived  to 
begin,  much  loss  to  finish,  that  intended  work, 
for  soon  after  his  favourable  reception  at  the 
court  of  Severus,  when,  being  returned  to  his 
country,  this  unfortunate  good  man  had  begun  to 
enjoy  the  pleasures  of  that  liberty  the  Muses  had 
obtained  for  him,  he  was  seized  with  the  plague, 
which  put  a period  to  his  life  in  the  thirtieth 
year  of  his  age.  Thus  died  ()[)])ian,  the  last  of 
the  Ancient  poets  ; the  citizens  of  Anazarbus  wmre 
extremely  concerned  at  so  irrevocable  a loss  in 
being  deprived  of  one  who  was  already  the  Glory 

* Cynegetica,  hunting;  Ilixeutica,  hawking  oi*  fowling; 
Halieutica,  fiBhing. 


of  his  Nation.  But  nothing  could  be  done  more 
than  to  bestow  the  highest  honours  on  his 
funeral.  'I'o  express  the  high  opinion  they  had 
of  him,  and  what  hopes  they  ha(l  conceived  irom 
so  promising  a genius,  they  created  him  a statue 
with  this  pom[)OU3  inscription  : — 

“Thovigh  much  they  loved,  no  Heliconian  Maid 
Could  Oppian  save,  or  sullen  Pate  persuade  ; 

The  rigid  Destinies’  superior  Pow’r 

Snayjt  fiuiek  the  thread,  and  fixed  the  hasten  dhour. 

But  had  these  Sisters  like  the  nine  Vjeen  kind. 

Nor  Oppian’s  life  to  thrice  ten  years  confin’d  ; 

All  the  Inspir’d  had  him  their  Chief  allow’d. 

And  all  to  his  their  humbler  Lawrels  bow’d. 

“ As  for  the  other  part  of  the  character  of  our 
Eoet  which  we  have  not  in  the  Historical  Accounts 
of  his  life,  we  may  in  a great  measure  draw  it 
from  his  writings.  For  though  Ovid  and  Gatullus 
would  have  us  believe  that  luscious  verses  are 
consistent  with  personal  Chastity,  yet  it  is  certain 
one  may  give  a shrewd  guess  at  the  manners, 
principles,  and  disposition  of  an  author,  from  the 
uniform  character  and  general  tendency  of  his 
writings  ; because  everyone  makes  choice  of  such 
subjects  and  gives  them  such  a turn  as  is  most 
agreeable  to  his  own  temper.” 

I propose  to  hang  together  with  a few  notes 
some  extracts  from  this  excellent  translation  of 
a work  of  which  Sir  Thomas  Brown  complained  : 

“ It  is  a great  wonder  that  Oppian’s  elegant  lines 
are  so  much  neglected ; surely  we  hereby  reject 
one  of  the  best  epic  poets  1 ” 

Some  Extracts  from  Diaper’s  Translation'  of 
Oppian’s  Halieutics. 

Many  writers  on  fishing,  including  AValton, 
introduce  their  subject  to  the  reader  by  compar- 
ing it  with  hunting,  hawking,  or  fowling.  If  it 
were  not  that  such  a comparison  is  natural,  one 
might  sup))0se  they  took  the  suggestion  from 
Oppian,  who  opens  his  first  book  with  a vivid 
contrast  of  the  dangers  and  delights  of  fishing 
and  hunting.  In  case  it  may  be  objected  that 
the  following  descriptions  of  sea-fishing  can 
hardly  be  considered  as  cognate  with  the  “con- 
templative man’s  recreation,”  I w'ould  point  out 
that  it  is  the  love  of  life  in  the  open  air,  the 
delight  of  overcoming  some  strong  antagonist, 
the  keen  enjoyment  of  battling  with  winds  and 
storms  and  raging  waters,  which  lend  angling  its 
greatest  attractions.  The  salmon  angler  may 
love  the  refreshing  quiet  of  trout  fishing  in  some 
lovely  pastoral  country,  or  bracing  moorland,  but 
even  there,  when  smoking  a pipe  of  tobacco  after 
a frugal  lunch,  he  and  his  companion  of  many 
angluig  expeditions  will  remind  each  other  of 
some  boisterous  March  passed  in  the  North,  when 
hurricanes  swept  up  the  salmon  river,  w hen 
melted  snow  from  the  mountains  swelled  the 
stream,  and  keen  Irost  at  night  made  it  shrink; 
when  for  days  rain  and  sleet  swept  in  sheets 
against  the  house,  and  a big  brown  flood  swept 
down  the  valley.  Then,  spite  of  the  howling 
winds  outside,  which  threatened  to  tear  the  roof 
off,  the  salmon  fishers  rejoiced.  Let  the  water 
but  fall,  as  it  must,  aud  every  pool  will  fish  in 
due  course,  and  every  pool  will  hold  salmon  fresh 
up  from  the  sea. 

He  has  not  fully  enjoyed  angling  wffio  has  never 
waded  into  a rapid,  rocky  salmon  river  in  the 
face  of  a blinding  storm  of  snow  aud  sleet,  and 
thanked  his  luck  that  he  once  in  twenty  casts  gets 
his  fly  where  be  wants  it  to  go,  so  that  it  shall 
work  back  like  a thing  of  life  over  that  dark 
swirl  behind  the  big  sunken  rock.  “There!” 
comes  in  a shout  from  Duncan,  sheltering  in  the 
rocks  behind  you,  as  the  line  tightens  in  the  “ boil  ” 
of  a “ fish,”  but  you  have  both  seen  aud  felt  the 
salmon,  and  know  that  for  the  next  ten  minuses 
you  must  employ  every  one  of  the  best  wits  you 
possess.  If  you  do  not  the  chances  are  you  may 
go  headlong  iato  the  deep  water,  which  is  surging 
and  boiling  under  your  feet,  or  you  may  break 
your  neck  if  you  have  not  eyes  in  the  back  of 
your  head.  If  you  use  no);  all  your  wits  the 
chances  are  you  may  do  these  or  less  dangerous 
things;  but  small  is  the  chance  of  your  killing 

the  fish.  continued). 


The  Prince  of  Wales,  shooting  in  Mar  Forest, 
bagged  ten  stags,  one  of  thirteen  points  and  one 
of  ten.  The  Duchess  of  Fife,  who,  like  the 
Princess  of  Wales,  is  an  ardent  angler,  on  Tuesday 
last  caiitured  seven  salmon,  varying  from  Gib. 
to  101b. 
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FROM  BIRFvlINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  final  item  on  the  programme  of  the  late  large 
Birmingham  Association  contest  was  enacted  on  Thurs- 
day evening  last,  when  the  prizes  were  distributed  to 
the  successful  competitors.  The  distribution  took  place 
at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield.  The  large 
assembly  room  was  crowded  to  excess,  and  standing 
room  was  at  a discount,  and  many  of  the  members,  after 
viewing  the  situation,  retired  to  other  portions  of  the 
hotel,  in  all  about  500  members  put  in  an  appearance. 
The  challenge  cup  and  prizes  were  viewed.  The  cup  was 
the  centre  of  attraction  and  was  greatly  admired. 
Previous  to  the  prize  distribution  some  capital  songs 
were  rendered  by  Messrs.  Bates,  Tayler,  and  Foxwell, 
which  were  very  much  appreciated.  After  this  part  of 
the  programme  had  been  disposed  of,  Mr.  T.  Coles,  who 
presided,  proceeded  to  distribute  the  prizes  and  present 
the  cup  and  diplomas  to  Mr.  Horne  and  also  the  Deritend 
Society.  Mr.  Coles,  in  his  remarks,  said  that  he 
was  pleased  to  know  that  the  late  contest  had  been 
in  every  way  a success,  and  that  the  takes  of  fish  had 
been  far  above  the  average.  He  congratulated  those 
who  had  succeeded  in  taking  the  prizes,  and  wished 
those  who  had  been  unfortunate  in  this  respect  better 
success  upon  the  next  occasion.  Mr.  Horne,  jnn.,  was 
then  called  upon  to  come  forw'ard  to  receive  bis  prize 
and  diploma  of  honour,  and,  upon  rising,  was  very 
heartily  applauded.  The  other  prize-takers  also  came 
in  for  a share  of  the  applause,  especially  those  who  were 
well  known.  It  took  <iuite  an  hour  to  distribute  the 
prizes,  after  which  a very  pleasant  meeting  was  brought 
to  a clo.se.  The  challenge  cup  is  now  located  at  the 
Spotted  Dog  Inn,  Warwick-street,  the  meeting  house  of 
the  Deritend  Angling  Society.  It  will  remain  on  view 
there  for  the  next  ten  months,  after  which  it  will  have  to 
be  returned  to  the  association. 

On  Monday  last  the  member.s  of  the  West  End 
Society  fished  their  annual  contest  in  the  Kiver  Avon  at 
Pershore.  The  contest,  which  was  of  two  hours’  duration, 
W'as  fished  in  the  meadow  below  where  the  refreshment 
tent  v;as  erected  at  the  late  association  contest.  About 
forty  of  the  members  competed  for  a first-class  array  of 
prizes.  The  result  was  as  follows: — 1st,  W.  Stone; 
2nd,  J.  Attwood  ; 3rd,  T.  Harris  ; 4th,  P.  Pearson  : 5th, 
H.  Coleman:  Gth.  C.  Wainwright;  7th,  T.  Shepherd, 
Ac.  Mr.  G.  Cox  ofHciated  as  referee.  The  prizes  will 
be  distributed  on  Tuesday  evening  next  at  the  club- 
house, the  Warwick  Arms,  Dirdley-road. 

The  Alliance  Society  fished  their  annual  contest  on 
the  24th  inst.  at  Bndemore  Heath  in  the  Pazeley  Canal. 
The  contest  was  of  two  hours’  duration  ; twenty-eight 
members  took  part.  The  following  is  the  result 1st, 
Mr.  A.  Gregory;  2nd,  J.  Carr;  3rd,  T.  Brunt;  4th,  J. 
Nerve;  5th,  T.  Pursall  : Gth,  W.  Brazier;  7th,  J.  Ran- 
dall. All  the  fish  ran  very  small.  A special  prize  was 
given  by  Mr.  C.  White  for  the  largest  perch.  Mr.  H. 
Jones  secured  this  prize  with  a IJoz.  fish.  This  was  the 
largest  fish  taken  in  the  contest.  Mr.  T.  Dandy  acted 
as  referee.  The  prizes,  which  number  about  twenty, 
will  be  distributed  on  Oct.  9th  next. 

The  Droitwich  Canal  does  not  improve  much  in  its 
fish-producing  qualities.  Last  week  1 mentioned  two 
contests  that  were  fished  in  this  rvater,  and  only  six  mem- 
bers took  fish.  Now%  on  the  24th  inst.,  the  Handsworth 
Club  fished  their  conte.st  on  the  same  canal,  but  after 
fishing  two  hours  not  a fish  of  any  kind  was  taken. 

A large  association  is  being  formed  at  Walsall  with  a 
view  of  becoming  affiliated  with  the  Provincial  Angling 
Association.  In  the  event  of  this  new  association  being 
accepted  by  the  P.A.  A.,  they  will  require  the  privilege 
to  travel  on  the  Midland  and  London  and  North- 
Western  Eailways.  This  has  been  already  obtained,  as 
the  Provincial  Association  have  the  privilege  to  extend 
the  concession  throughout  Staffordshire. 


FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

Though  the  Trent  has  remained  low,  the  Derwent, 
owing  to  heavy  thunderstorms,  came  down  pretty  heavy 
and  discoloured,  though  it  soon  fined  down  to  a good 
water.  During  the  rise  the  bottom  fishers  had  a good 
time  of  it  and  some  good  mixed  bags,  including  trout 
(though  they  should  certainly  not  be  taken  now),  were 
made.  The  upper  water  of  the  Derw'ent  have  yielded 
remarkably  good  bags  of  grayling  to  a “ swim  ’’’worm. 
All  over  the  river  good  grayling  have  been  taken,  with 
both  maggot  and  worm,  and  to  the  fly  fish  have  risen 
with  fair  freedom,  both  in  the  Wye  and  Derwent. 
Grayling  are  in  fine  order,  and  the  season  is  quite 
fulfilling  the  expectations  formed  of  it.  Barbel  fishing 
may  be  said  to  he  over,  but  an  angler  in  the  Shardlow 
water  took  no  fewer  than  twenty-seven  in  two  days, 
while  at  King’s  Mills  some  good  ones  were  taken  by  Mr! 
Wood  and  his  son.  Good  bream  up  to  51b.  have  also 
been  taken  at  Shardlow,  while  chub  have,  all  over  the 
river,  taken  the  worm  freely.  The  fish  have  been  of  a 
fine  average  size.  From  the  Shardlow  waters  and  from 
Swarkestone  Bridge  to  above  Wellington  Bridge  dace 
have  been  taking  maggot  freely,  while  fair  bags  of 
roach  have  been  made  with  creed  wheat.  Salmon  are 
reported  as  numerous  in  the  estuary  of  the  Humber. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  chief  feature  in  the  Fen  district  this  week  has 
been  the  annual  contest  lor  prizes  to  the  value  of  L50 
offered  to  Sheffield  anglers  by  the  tradesmen  of  Boston. 
Ever  since  the  inaugur.ation  of  these  sweepstakes  five 
years  ago  the  event  has_  proved  very  popular,  but  this 
year,  unfortunately,  owing  to  the  bad  state  of  the 


Sheffield  trade,  there  were  not  so  many  entries — other- 
wise, the  contest  went  off  well.  The  weather  was  excel- 
lent. In  former  years  the  Hobhole  and  Cowbridge  drains, 
along  which  the  competition  took  place,  produced  some’ 
heavy  bags.  This  year  the  venue  was  changed  to  a 
stretch  of  water  extending  between  the  Hospital  Bridge 
and  Cowbridge,  some  portions  of  which  were  .said  to  be 
almost  destitute  of  fish.  Operations  began  at  one  o’clock 
and  finished  at  three  p.m.  The  number  of  entries  was 
437,  but,  of  course,  several  of  them  did  not  turn  up. 
There  were  fifty-three  prizes  ranging  from  j£7  to  5s., 
and  the  winner  of  the  first  was  Mr.  W.  Thompson,  with 
Mb.  52-oz.  The  arrangements  were  admirably  carried  out 
by  an  excellent  committee,  who  had  the  assistance  of  an 
efficient  staff_  of  watchers  and  “ weighers-in.”  The 
improvement  in  sport  generally  noticed  in  the  Fen  dis- 
trict last  week  has  been  well  maintained  ; in  fact,  it  is 
generally  admitted  that  better  sport  is  now  being  had 
than  at  any  previous  period  of  the  season.  The  weather 
is  cooler,  and  we  have  had  a welcome  fall  of  rain. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

At  the  time  of  writing  the  weather  is  milder  than 
during  the  end  of  last  week,  and  the  rivers  have  slightly 
shown  the  effects  of  the  showers.  A fair  number  of 
perch  may  still  be  taken,  and  a char  now  and  then  falls 
victim  to  the  plumb  line.  Some  fair  trout  have  come 
from  the  lake  and  its  tributaries,  the  best  last  week 
being  one  of  2Jlb.  Salmon  in  plenty  are  said  to  be  con- 
gregated at  the  mouth  of  the  Troutbeck,  waiting  for  the 
first  flood  to  run  upwards.  None,  however,  have  been 
taken  in  the  river.  Mr.  Jas.  Bateman  has  secured  some 
good  perch  from  the  Kendal  reservoir.  The  water  is 
preserved,  and  can  only  be  fished  by  permission, 

A few  good  salmon  have  been  secured  in  Cumberland 
waters,  notably  the  Biver  Derwent,  amongst  the  most 
successful  being  Mr.  Joseph  Pollock,  who  landed  one 
221b.  ; Mr.  D.  Pollock  also  took  a fish,  of  171b.  ; Mr  J 
Thompson,  Embleton,  one  of  201b.;  and  Mr.  J 
Troughear,  one  of  121b.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Graham  had 
one  of  25jlb.,  and  Mr.  J.  Wilson  one  of  161b.  On 
Monday  the  brothers  Pollock  had  one  each,  141b.  and 
201b.  respectively;  Mr.  C.  Higgins,  one  8Hb.  ; Mr.  J. 
Graham,  one,  201b.  ; Mr.  Ashburn,  one,  181b.  ; Mr.  Wm. 
Moses,  one  of  151b.  


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

At  the  September  meeting  of  the  Manchester  and 
Districts  Amalgamation  it  was  stated  that  about  ten 
miles  of  canal  fishing  between  Marple  and  a point  near 
to  Whaley  Bridge  Reservoir  has  been  acquired.  Cheap 
railway  travelling  has  been  secured  for  intending 
visitors  to  this  locality.  By  way  of  formally  opening 
the  fishery  an  open  contest  is  to  be  promoted  for 
Oct.  7. 

The  Openshaw  Mglers  fished  the  Boynton  Canal  for 
twelve  prizes,  eight  only  of  which  were  awarded. 
Amongst  other  clubs  that  have  been  deciding  club 
fixtures  are  those  of  the  New  Islington,  in  the  Poynton 
Canal,  Duke  of  Cambridge  at  Middlewick,  Shakespeare  at 
Whaley  Bridge,  and  the  Cambrian  at  Northwich.  The 
Walpole,  from  Bolton,  visited  the  Worsley  Canal  for  the 
second  time  this  summer  in  two  detachments,  the  first 
on  the  20th  and  the  other  on  the  23rd.  The  Duke  of 
Bolton  is  also  due  on  the  banks  of  this  canal  for  match 
purposes  on  the  30th  (to-day). 

One  very  important  event  yet  remains  to  be  decided, 
and  that  one  is  the  club  championship  of  the  Worsley 
Canal  Fishery.  The  various  regulations  are  not  so 
far  decioed,  but  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  all 
intending  competing  clubs  to  fish  one  match  in  this 
fishery  before  the  close  of  the  season. 

The  Swinton  Anglers  had  a match  at  Boothstown  on 
the  and  the  following’  were  the  prize  winners  • — 
T.  Kenyon,  11b.  2|oz.  ; 0.  Wolstencroft,  lib.  2oz  • J 
Wakefield,  11b.  H-oz.  ; VV.  Sharpies,  15oz.  ; E.  Kobe’rts, 
Haywood,  lOoz.  ; J.  Bromelow,  8|oz. 

The  Longsight  Angler-s  were  at  Poynton  on  the  23rd 
fishing  a match  from  3 o’clock  to  6.30  wit'n  the  following 
result : J.  Kershaw,  sen.,  E.  G.  Armstrong  J B 

V>^ilson. 


FROM  MONTGOMERYSHIRE. 

The  end  of  this  week  will  see  the  close  of  the  trout 
fishing  for  the  present  season  so  far  as  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  is  concerned. 

The  Severn  Board  of  Conservators  have  decided  to 
increase  the  price  of  trout  licences  from  Is.  to  2s.  each, 
and  the  exti'a  sum  which  it  is  supposed  will  be  I'ealised 
they  intend  expending  on  the  better  protection  of  the 
rivers.^  As  regards  the  question  of  raising  the  price  of 
trout  licences,  a great  many  anglers  are  of  opinion  that, 
as  far  as  the  Vyrnwy  and  Tanat  are  concerned,  it  would 
bo  much  better  and  fairer  to  all  parties  that  a sort  of 
sliding  scale  should  be  adopted,  and  that  grayling 
should  be  mentioned  on  such  licences  as  well  as  trout 
and  char.  Although  trout  and  grayling,  like  hares  and 
rabbits,  are  not  usually  found  to  flourish  together,  still, 
in  such  very  suitable  waters  as  the  lower  V^yrnwy  and 
Tanat,  it  appears  they  do  thrive  together  most  wonder- 
fully. 

Ill  future  the  water  bailiffs  will  not  be  allowed  to  sell 
licences,  which  must  be  purchased  beforehand  at 
specified  places. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

Sport,  this  week,  has  heeu  unusually  dull  all  over  the 
county.  A few  small  baskets  have  been  made,  but 
nothiug  worth  reporting  except  a catch  of  Marcon’s  on 
Saturday,  at  Buckenham.  Fishing  with  a London 
gentleman  the  united  bag  was  ninety-four  good  roach. 

Good  sport  is  being  obtained  at  Yarmouth  and  Cromer 


with  the  codling.  Some  very  fair  catches  have  been 
made  of  fish  up  to  101b.  weight. 

Pike  fishing  will  begin  here  in  earnest  in  a week  or 
so,  and,  with  the  present  condition  of  the  water,  should 
be  very  good.  _ 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  here  is  likely  to  undergo  a change,  for  the 
wea,tber  is  unsettled  and  heavy  rain  has  fallen.  Barbel 
fishing  has  fallen  off  considerably,  and  possibly  this  class 
of  fishermen  is  at  the  end  of  the  season,  which,  taken  all 
round,  has  been  a remarkably  good  one,  although  no 
extraordinarily  large  fish  have  succumbed. 

At  King’s  Mills  Mr.  T.  Wood,  the  lessee,  has  again 
excelled  amongst  chub,  getting  in  his  last  outing  nine, 
with  worm,  averaging  very  nearly  21b.  each.  In  the 
(Channel  Swim  on  Tuesday  Mr.  S.  Pogson,  of  the  Bow- 
ling Green  Society,  took  thirteen  fine  dace  with  maggot. 
The  fish  would  not  look  at  the  worm,  and  neither  could 
the  angler  tempt  the  barbel. 

At  Shardlow  Mr.  H.  Baker,  of  the  Wellington  Society, 
has  killed  some  grand  bream  and  dace,  three  of  the 
former  weighing  41b.  14|oz.,  41b.  4oz.,  and  41b.  loz.  Mr. 
T.  Burgoyne  has  also  been  successful  amongst  dace. 
Barbel  are  oft'  the  feed,  and  this  season  the  fishing  has 
not  yielded  so  well  as  had  been  expected.  The  best  take, 
or  rather  takes — twenty-nine  fish — were  made  a fortnight 
ago  by  Mr.  J.  Sylvester,  of  Lenton. 

At  Sawley,  on  Friday,  I killed,  with  Mr.  E.  Peat,  of 
West  Bridgford,  a number  of  very  fine  chnb.  The 
water  has  been  secured  by  the  Derby  Beaconsfield  Cinb, 
the  club  has  above  a hundred  and  fifty  members,  and  the 
water  is  certain  to  be  extensively  fished.  The  canal  in 
the  district  has  bsen  run  oft',  and  the  club  at  Notting- 
ham who  have  rented  it  have  given  it  np. 

There  is  nothing  doing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Trent 
Lock,  but  a few  of  the  subscribers  to  the  Shrimpton 
length  have  been  obtaining  sport  amongst  chub. 

Barbelling  has  dropped  out  of  date  at  Wilford  and 
Clifton , and  blank  records  are  associated  with  the  reaches 
at  Holme  Pierrepont  and  Colwick.  These  waters  have 
yielded  above  their  average  of  barbel  during  the  season. 

In  the  free  waters  of  the  borough  last  week,  Mr.  Geo. 
Hall  landed  four  barbel,  this  number  bringing  up  his 
total  to  sixty  since  July.  Mr.  Hall’s  best  fish  weighed 
61b.  13oz. 

The  Nottingham  Victoria  Angling  Club,  which  is 
absolutely  the  oldest  society  of  its  kind  in  Nottingham, 
has  seceded  from  the  local  association.  Last  week  the 
Bowling  Green  Society  withdrew ; and  at  the  present 
time  there  are  less  than  a dozen  clubs  connected 
with  it. 


FROM  PETERBOROUGH  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  most  suitable  for  angling  during 
the  past  week,  and  the  frequent  showers  have  brought 
the  fish  well  on  the  feed.  Roach,  bream,  and  perch  are 
biting  well,  and  some  good  catches  are  reported  from 
the  Ferry,  Milton.  Several  good  catches  of  bream  have 
been  made  at  Castor  Mills.  Sport  has  been  pretty  fair 
in  the  Thorney  waters,  and  a good  pike  about  61b., 
was  captured  last  week,  A fishing  competition  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Angling  Association  took  place  on 
Thursday  ; the  takes  were  not  very  large.  A salmon 
trout  scaling  2 jib.,  was  captured  at  Market  Deeping  by 
Mr.  Chas.  Reed  near  the  bridge.  The  Great  Ouse  bream 
are  still  feeding  ravenously  at  night,  and  some  excellent 
catches  have  been  had.  The  best  basket  we  hear  of 
scaled  321b.  and  was  made  by  Mr.  R.  Shonfield,  of  the 
New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society,  who  turned  out  in  the 
St.  Ives  district  at  midnight.  Several  good  pike  have 
been  captured  at  Dansford. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

What  is  really  the  last  match  of  the  year,  so  far  as 
Sheffielders  are  concerned,  came  off  last  Monday  at  Boston. 
It  was  the  annual  match  for  Sheffield  anglers,  promoted 
by  Boston  tradesmen.  Daring  the  summer,  trips  are 
run  from  Sheffield  to  Boston  twice  and  three  times  every 
week  for  the  benefit  of  Sheffield  fishermen,  who  avail 
themselves  of  these  facilitiesvery  largely,  many  of  them 
going  down  several  times  in  the  season,  taking  their 
wives  and  families  with  them,  and  not  unfrequently  stay- 
ing a week  or  fortnight.  As  all  this  means  business  to 
Boston  tradesmen,  they  endeavour  to  show  their  appre- 
ciation of  their  visitors  by  promoting  an  angling  compe- 
tition for  them  at  the  end  of  the  season  as  a wind-up  to 
the  summer’s  trips.  For  this  the  money  and  prizes  are 
subscribed  by  Boston  tradesmen,  brewers,  publicans, 
butchers,  bakers,  lodging-house  keepers,  and  all  who 
have  derived  benefit  from  the  visits  of  the  Sheffielders 
contributing.  This  year  ^44  18s.  was  raised  in  this 
fashion,  the  committee  who  have  the  arrangements  in 
hand  making  it  up  to  ^£50  out  of  the  reserve  fund.  The 
number  of  entries  this  year  was  not  quite  so  large  as 
last  year,  this  circumstance  being  due  to  the  depression 
of  trade  which  is  at  present  so  keenly  felt  here.  The 
number  was  4S7,  as  compared  with  589  in  the  last  match. 
The  match  was  fished  in  the  Cowbridge  Drain  under 
average  conditions,  the  only  drawback  being  the 
weather,  which  was  rather  cold  and  windy.  Notwith- 
standing this,  the  catches  were  fair,  the  first  prize  taker 
landing  61b.  6Joz.,  and  the  man  at  the  bottom  of  the  list 
having  15oz,  In  all  there  were  fiftj'-three  prizes,  the 
first  being  L17  and  the  last  os.  The  first  prize  winner 
was  Mr.  Walter  Thompson,  the  well-known  tackle 
dealer  of  Seotland-street,  with  61b.  5Joz.  The  others 
were  men  well  known  in  angling  circles,  although, 
strange  to  say,  not  one  of  the  more  important  prize 
winners  in  the  year’s  principal  matches  figured  in  the 
list.  However,  the  match  was  a very  good  one,  and  none 
have  cause  for  complaint. 
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FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

Winter  anglers  will  this  season  have  abundant 
facilities  for  tilling  their  creels  with  jack  and  other 
coarse  fish.  Reports  from  various  localities  prove  that 
pike  are  rapidly  increasing  both  in  weight  and  numbers, 
and  during  the  past  week  or  two  many  have  been 
captured  with  the  spinning  and  live  baits.  Chub  are 
as  plentiful  as  ever,  and  perch  numerous. 

Preparations  are  being  mads  for  the  reception  ot  a 
goodly  quantity  of  ova  at  the  Shrewsbury  Severii 
Angling  Society’s  hatchery.  , i 

The  agenda  for  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board  ot  tne 
Severn  Conservators,  to  bo  held  at  Birmingham  on  the 
6th  prox.,  contains  several  items  of  importance. 

Notice  has  been  given  by  Mr.  Charles  Workman  to 
move  at  the  above  meeting  the  following  resmution  : 
“That  all  future  meetings  of  the  Severn  Fishery 
Board  be  held  alternately  at  Worcester,  Shrewsbury, 
and  Gloucester.”  This  proposal  will  doubtless  meet 
with  considerable  opposition  from  the  Conservators  repre- 
senting the  Counties  of  Shropshire,  Montgomeryshire, 
and  Denbighshire,  who  already  have  to  incur  consider- 
able personal  expense  and  loss  of  time  in  attending 
the  meetings  at  Birmingham. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Anglers  have  had  but  little  sport  in  this  locality 
during  the  past  week  ; it  is  astonishing  that  they  get 
any,  considering  the  brightness  and  lowness  ot  the 
streams.  The  Teme  is  in  some  parts  but  a few  yards 
across,  and  some  of  the  brooks  are  nearly  dried  up. 
There  have  been  a few  nice  grayling,  trout,  and  dace 
taken  in  the  Teme  with  maggot  and  fly,  but  the  small 
fry  are  in  shoals,  and  worry  the  angler  considerably, 
taking  the  bait  almost  before  it  reaches  the  waW. 
Some  good  sized  trout  have  been  taken  under  the 
Digits  Weir,  on  the  Severn,  but  they  are  losing  colour, 
and  are  considerably  advanced  in  spawn.  Roach  fishing 
with  the  creed  wheat  has  been  fairly  successful  on  the 
Avon,  and  some  good  baskets  have  been  had,  a-nd  the 
pike  have  been  running  exceedingly  well.  On  the  ^.Ist 
inst.  the  St.  John’s  Amateur  Angling  Society  had  their 
annual  competition  on  the  Teme,  at  Horsham.  Owing 
to  the  beautiful  morning  there  was  a large  gathering 
of  members,  and  the  ten  mile  drive  to  the  fishing 
ground  was  most  enjoyable.  Before  the  contest 
menced  a splendid  lunch  was  partaken  of,  provided  by 
Mr.  Joyner,  the  host  of  the  clubhouse,  the  Bush  Inn, 
Worcester.  Sport  was  very  slow,  owing  to  the  low 
state  of  the  river,  and  the  prize  winners  were  as  follows  ; 
1st  prize,  a splendid  porcelain  cup  (presented  by  a 
member  of  the  club),  Mr.  Thrift ; 2nd,  Mr.  Stokes  ; 3rd, 
C.  James;  4th,  T.  Meredith;  5th,  G.  Mapp  ; Gth,  G. 
Bevington.  In  consideration  of  the  recent  death  ot  the 
President  (Mr.  E.  H.  Bowen)  the  competition  for  the 
15  guinea  challenge  cup  is  postponed  until  Oct.  19. 


FROM  IRELAND. 

DUBLIN.— Although  canal  fishing  even  with  the  pro- 
longed drought  is  yielding  good  sport,  there  is  practi- 
cally no  rod  fishing  on  this  district’s  rivers,  which  are 
extremely  low,  and  in  Bray  and  W^oodenbridge  (co. 
Wicklow)  some  of  the  rivers  are  gone  down  so  that  trout 
can  be  actually  taken  by  hand.  One  pond  in  Bray  has 
dried  up  altogether,  and  large  eels  have  been  taken 
wriggling  on  the  bottom.  • ...  r i i 

Bray  was  surprised  the  other  day  by  a visit  ot  about 
forty  large  porpoises,  which  made  their  appearance  a 
short  distance  off  the  beach.  'They  came  from  Greystones 
direction,  and,  after  disporting  themselves  for  some 
good  time,  they  made  out  for  sea. 

Reports  from  the  country  districts  are  not  very 
encouraging  to  anglers,  the  same  complaint  of  low  water 
being  general,  but  with  a copious  fall  of  rain  good  fish- 
ing could  yet  be  had  up  to  the  middle  of  October. 


KERRY.— Sport,  on  the  whole,  has  not  been  as  good 
as  anticipated.  On  ^^aterville  Lake  a few  salmon  have 
been  got  both  trolling  and  with  flies.  The  white,  or  sea 
trout,  fishing  continues  slack,  though  a few  good 
baskets  were  had  on  Friday  and  on  Monday  last.  The 
lake  is  too  low  now  for  successful  angling,  and  some 
heavy  or  prolonged  rain  is  required  before  good  sport 
can  be  expected. 

On  Coppal  Lake,  in  the  Waterville  district,  the  brown 
trout  fishing  has  been  pretty  good,  but  little  or  nothing 
has  been  done  by  the  majority  of  anglers  amongst  the 
white  trout. 

The  Inney.— No  salmon  have  been  had  to  my  know- 
ledge, and  the  baskets  of  both  white  and  brown  trout 
have  been  very  small  for  this  time  of  the  year. 

On  Derriana  lake  large  baskets  of  brown  trout  have 
been  had  recently. 

In  the  North  Kerry  waters  sport  continues  poor. 

The  sea  fishing  continues  good  along  the  whole  coast 
of  the  county.  At  Portmagee,  Killimlv,  Westcove, 
Coonunna,  Ballinskelligs,  Rinneen,  and  Valentia,  the 
mackerel  fishing  has  been  very  successful,  and  several 
takes  varving  from  20,000  to  25,000  have  been  had  at 
all  those  places  on  many  nights.  The  herring  fishery 
also  has  been  prosecuted  with  much  success,  especially 
in  Ballinskelligs  Bay  and  in  Tralee  Bay. 


ESTABLISHED  1837.  , 

New  Books,  Old  Books,  Bare  Books,  also  out  of 

print  Publications,  Back  Numbers  of  Magazines,  &c.  Every 
number  ot  “The  Publishers'  Circular  and  Booksellers' 
llECORD  ” (published  every  Friday,  price  IJd ) contains  advertise- 
ments respecting Books  AN anted,  and  announcements  of  new 
works.  A prospectus,  giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can 
bo  had  by  sending  a post-card  request  for  it,  to  the  Proprietors  ot 
the  Publishers'  Circular,  St,  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORR.ESPONDENTS. 

Anxious. — The  number  you  ask  for  is  out  of  print. 
■Why  not  try  and  repair  the  torn  copy  you  possess 'i 
You  may  do  this  effectively  by  pasting  tissue  (taper  on 
one  or  even  both  sides  of  the  leaves,  and  still  be  ablo  to 

road  it.  , • i.1 

A Subscribe!!.. — “ Angling  and  Hunting  in  the 
Adirondacks”  is  published  by  Stoddart,  Glen  Falls, 
NewYork,  U.S.A. 

W.  B.— Put  them  in  linseed  oil  for  a few  hour.s  ; then 
wipe  oil  off  and  allow  to  dry  in  open  air. 

Almaite. — Any  newsagent  should  be  able  to  procure 
it  for  you. 

J il.  S. — A very  good  work  on  “Fly-tying,  by 
Ogden,  price  2s.  Gd.,  illustrated,  is  published  by 
Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  St.  Dunstan’s  House, 
Fetter-lane,  E.C.,  also  “Floating  Flies  and  How  to 
Dress  Them,”  by  Halford,  with  90  hand-coloured  jilates, 
price  15s. 


quently  the  water  has  never  been  sufficiently  freshened 
to  bring  tho  fish  up  well  since  May. 

The  feature  of  last  season  was  undoubtedly  the 
phenomenal  rise  of  fly  in  tho  early  part,  and  consoiiuent 
evening  rise  of  trout,  which  was  really  a sight  for  any 
fisherman.  . 

Tho  total  amount  of  trout  caught  was  4340  ; weight, 
27911b.  lloz.  ; tho  best  day  was  April  1,  when  195  were 
caught  by  fourteen  rods.  Tho  best  week  was  the  first 
week  in  May,  when  G89  were  caught ; but  the  four 
opening  days  gave  the  best  average,  548,  or  137  daily. 

'I'ho  drought  has  been  very  trying  for  the  breeding 
ponds,  but  there  is  a capital  stock  of  last  year  s year- 
lings, which  will  be  fit  for  the  lake  early, next  year,  and 
the  fry  h;ive  grown  famously. 

Nature  has  now  begun  to  aid  us,  and  there  i.s  now  on 
most  of  the  banks  a promising  growth  of  rushes  and 
other  aquatic  vegetation,  while  a large  section  of  tho 
lake  bottom  is  covered  by  a weed  resembling  Chara 
flexilis,  in  which  we  find  fresh-water  shrimps  have  bred 
abundantly.  'This  removes  much  anxiety  respecting 
our  food  supply,  which  is  now  practically  assured. 

Next  season  will  open  last  week  in  March,  and  we 
look  forward  with  confidence  to  the  prospects.  I am, 
Long  Drift. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

“ One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi- 
ment.’’—T.  E.  Pritt. 

TAILING  FISH. 

Sir, — In  a letter  which  appears  in  your  issue  of 
Sept.  IG,  entitled  “ Darenth  Trout  Fishing,”  I see  Mr. 
Godney  complains  of  inability  to  tempt  the  “ tailers 
of  the  Darenth.  Has  he  ever  tried  the  Pink  Wickham, 
on  00,  as  dressed  by  Holland,  floating  cocked  and  per- 
fectly dry?  If  the  Darenth  is  anything  like  the  Itchen 
it  should  kill.  I would  far  rather  find  my  Itchen  fish 
tailing  than  not  feeding  at  all,  and  some  tiine  back  I 
propounded  to  Mr.  Holland  my  theory  that,  given  yon 
make  no  mistakes,  a tailing  fish  is  your  fish  not, 
perhaps,  at  the  first  cast,  but  the  first  cast  he  sees 
fairly— and  I think  Mr.  Holland,  if  appealed  to,  would 
confirm  my  view.  A tailing  fish,  in  my  experience,  is 
far  from  hopeless. — I am,  &c.  Val  Conson. 


WHERE  TO  CATCH  A THIRTY-POUND  PIKE. 

— Referring  to  your  correspondent’s  letter  of 
Sept.  16,  I should  advise  him  to  visit  Loughs  Conn  and 
Cullen,  where  1 am  now  fishing.  I took  myself  here  last 
season  pike  varying  in  size  from  51b.  to  231b.,  and  I give 
a list  of  fish  I have  killed  since  Wednesday,  13th  inst.  : 
Sept.  13ch  (half  day),  31b.,  51b.  ; 14th,  21b.,  31b.,  41b., 
51b.  51b.,  4lb.  ; 15th,  41b,  51b.,  two  perch ; 16th,  trout 
fishing;  17th,  81b.,  101b.,  161b.,  two  perch;  18th,  31b., 
41b.,  51b.,  61b. ; 19th,  241b.  (now  set  up  by  Cooper)  ; 20th, 
41b.  and  61b.  All  these  fish  taken  on  spoon  bait. 

I have  seen  a fish  of  281b.  taken  here,  and  a photo  in 
yonr  paper  of  one  of  301b.,  and  have  hooked  and  lost  fish 
which  might  easily  have  been  that  weight,  and  I see  no 
reason  why  there  should  not  be  fish  here  which  far 
exceed  301b.  I hear  of  them  constantly. 

I can  strongly  recommend  my  present  quarters  in 
every  respect.  The  boatmen  are  very  well  up  to  their 
work,  and  know  where  to  find  fish,  and  take  as  much 
interest  in  your  sport  as  you  do  yourself.  There  is 
excellent  duck  shooting,  and  large  trout  to  be  had  until 
Oct.  30.  Jimmy  Madden  is  the  best  of  good  fellows, 
and  his  terms  are  very  reasonable, — I am,  &o., 

F.  P.  L. 


THE  MOLE  NEAR  LEATHERHEAD. 

Sir.— Ib  may  be  of  interest  to  some  of  your  readers  to 
know  that  the  present  time  is  an  exceptionally  good 
one  for  noting  some  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  River 
Mole  1q  the  neighbourhood  of  Lsatherhead  and  Mickle- 
ham.  Having  fished  the  river  at  Dorking  with  fair 
success  on  Friday  last,  though  the  water  was  of  course 
low  and  bright,  on  Saturday  I thought  I would  take  a 
stroll  over  to  Leatherhead.  I,  therefore,  took  the  main 
road  over  Burford  Bridge.  Here  the  water,  though 
very  low,  was  running  with  some  little  speed  over  the 
pebbly  bottom.  I then  proceeded  to  Leatherhead,  with 
the  intention  of  returning  by  way  of  the  fields  and 
Norbury  Park.  And  here  1 may  mention  that  this 
pathway  is  first  to  be  struck  at  the  entrance  to  the 
cricket  field,  and  brings  the  pedestrian  out  at  the  foot 
of  Mickleham  Hill.  „ , , 

Following  the  pathway  then,  I soon  found  myselt  by 
the  riverside.  Thi*ough  the  first  two  meadows,  the 
water,  although  low,  was  there  : but  a little  distance 
beyond  I got  down  into  the  dry  bed,  and  walked  along  it 
for,  as  nearly  as  I could  judge,  between  three  and  four 
hundred  yards.  „ , , , e 

Although  in  every  summer  I have  found  dry  places  ot 
varying  extent  in  this  part,  yet  I have  never  before 
seen  it  like  it  is  now.  The  bed  here  is  of  a very  stony 
nature  (I  think  sandstone),  the  pieces  being  about  the 
size  of  largish  flints,  and  it  would  seem  that  the  water 
must  percolate  or  filter  through  this  bed,  and  that  this 
spot  is  one  of  those  where  the  Mole  “ runneth  uuder- 
neath.”— I am,  &c.  Mole  Fisher. 

END  OF  FISHING  SEASON  ON  LAKE 
VYRNWY. 

SiRj — On  Friday,  Sept.  15,  we  wound  up  the  fishing 
on  above  water,  and  I am  sorry  to  say  that  the  severe 
and  protracted  drought  spoilt  a season  which  in  the 
first  two  months  promised  splendidly. 

Tli0  summer  rainfall  in  these  mountains  has  heen 
much  less  than  in  most  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  conse- 


SEA-FISHING  AT  YARMOUTH. 

Sib, — In  answer  to  “ F.  H.  S.,”  I beg  to  inform  him 
that  fishing  at  the  jetty  is  not  prohibited  from  Oct.  1 
till  May  1,  and  good  sport  is  to  be  obtained  there,  and 
also  at  Britannia  Pier.  All  along  the  River  Yare,  from 
its  mouth  to  the  Havenhridge,  also  at  Braydon  water, 
there  have  been  some  very  good  catches.  One  gentle- 
man took  with  one  line  6J  score  of  fish  daring  four  hours 
fishing  in  a boat,  about  fifty  yards  from  the  pier.  The 
sea-fishing  is  exceptionally  good  this  year. — I am,  &c., 

H.  Palingeb. 


A NINE-POUND  BRACE  OF  CHUB  TAKEN  ON  A 
SPOON  BAIT. 

Sib, — Mr.  Anthony,  while  trolling  for  pike  with  a 
small  spoon  bait,  in  the  River  Derwent,  at  Stamford 
Bridge,  Yorks.,  hooked  a chub,  and  succeeded  in  landing 
the  same,  which  turned  the  scale  at  4^10.  This  was  on 
Saturday,  Sept.  16.  Again,  while  using  the  same  bait, 
on  Sept.  19,  another  chub  was  landed,  which  turned 
the  scale  at  4:21b.  Length  of  fish  21in.  and  girth  14in. 

I am,  &c.,  F-  W.  C. 

ANGLING  FOR  HERRINGS,  &c. 

Sib, — Your  correspondent  VV.  J.  Donbavand,  writing 
about  Rhiconich,  mentions  the  fact  that  he  caught  in 
Loch  Inchard  (a  sea  loch  of  course)  eight  herrings  with 
a set  of  flies  trailed  behind  the  boat,  and  he  assumes 
that  this  is  a novel  experience  ; but  I feel  sure  I have 
seen  it  stated  in  angliug  litera.tnre  before,  because  I 
have  always  wished  to  try  my  baud  at  it.  Perhaps  Mr. 
Hoarder,  of  Plymouth  (who  seems  to  have  an  exceptional 
knowledge  of  sea  fishing),  may  be  able  to  set  me  right  ? 

But  what  I write  about  now  is  to  draw  Mr.  Donb^ 
vand's  attention  to  a mode  of  fishing  for  herring  which 
I have  never  seen  practised  myself,  but  I have  a news- 
paper cutting  book,  and  I find  this  paragraph,  which 
very  likely  came  out  of  the  old  F.  O.  itself.  The  cor- 
respondent (“\V.’’)  remarks  that  it  has  long  been 
practised  in  the  North  of  Scotland  by  fishermen,  not 
for  sport,  but  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  herrings  as 
bait  for  cod,  haddocks,  &c.  ; ” and  he  ados  only  bare 
hooks,  the  common  whit©  tinned  haddock  hooks,  are 
required.  The  modus  operandi  seems  simplicity  itself. 
Taka  forty  yards  of  fine  whip  cord  ; then  five  or  six 
stocking  wires  (sic,  of  course  stocking  wires).  These  are 
securely  fastened  horizontally  (I  suppose  like  chop- 
sticks) to  the  end  of  the  line,  about  a yard  apart.  To 
each  end  of  the  wire  is  tied  a haddock  hook  with  about 
a foot  of  gut  to  each;”  and  he  adds  “which  if  you 
have  six  wires  gives  you  six  bare  hooks.”  So  that  the 
stocking  wires  are  evidently  not  fastened  to  the  middle, 
but  at  the  end,  or  we  would  have  twelve  hooks.  To 

the  end  of  the  line  is  fixed  a lead  of  8oz.  to  lOoz., 
and  all  is  ready.”  . 

“ One  has  seldom,”  he  adds,  “ to  go  more  than  a mile 
or  two  miles  off  shore,  and,  making  the  boat  stationary, 
you  drop  your  line  to  such  a depth  as  you  think  neces- 
sary ” (he  is  too  vague  here,  and  may  mean  mid-water 
or  near  the  bottom),  “ and  then  begin  to  pull  gently  up 
a yard,  and  then  down  again. 

“ If  herrings  are  there  you  soon  feel  them  on  the  line, 
and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  get  one  on  each  hook.  1 hey 
do  not  show  much  tight”  (Mr.  Donbavand  says  tnat 
they  do),  “ but  the  sport  is  so  clean  and  the  fish  so 
beautiful  that  it  is  a real  pleasure  to  fish  in  this  way.” 
And  ho  adds  at  last  these  words  : “ This  season,  in  one 
hour  and  with  one  line,  seventy  herrings,  plump  and 
good,  were  got  in  this  way.  Our  local  fishermen  ^ 
(Scotch  doubtless)  “ call  this  kind  of  line  a ‘ sprcol. 

I hope  to  try  it  myself  ere  long,  and  if  I do  will  rejiort 

progress.’  ” , ^ i.  l-i  j t 

I know  Rhiconich  and  Loch  Inchard,  and  heartily  do  i 
recommend  it  as  an  excellent  sea  loch.  About  the  year 
1870  (or  ’71?)  I once  caught  in  Loch  Inchard,  trolling 
with  a rod  and  the  largest  sized  phantom  minnow, 
eleven  lytho  (or  large  coal  fish),  weighing  1101b.  I had 
none  under  Gib.,  and  two  of  llib.  each.  I also  had  two 
sea-trout,  one  about  11b.  and  one  nearly  2lb.  Alas ! I 
had  hut  the  one  phantom  with  me,  and  tho  last  fish 
(which  would  have  made  a dozen)  dived  down  and  got 
foul  of  the  tangle  at  the  bottom,  and  I had  to  hand-line 
him,  and  lost  both  fish  and  tackle,  and  then  rowed 
home  ; and  I am  told  that  this  is  nothing  to  what  is 
sometimes  done  there.  Mr.  Mackie,  schoolmaster  at 
Kinlochbervie,  I fancy  could  make  our  mouths  water 
by  what  ho  has  done  and  knows  to  have  been  done  by 
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locals,  who  use  a saml-eel,  1 think  spinning.  If  this 
meets  his  eye  will  he  (if  still  there)  kindly  give  us  his 
experiences?— I am,  &c., K.  M.  Tod. 

SPECIMKN  PIKE. 

Sir, — I recommend  “ Angler  ” to  write  to  John 
Mahon,  fisherman,  Pinea,  co.  Westmeath.  Finea  is  a 
little  unpretentious  village,  about  one  and  a half  miles 
from  Ballywillan  station,  on  the  border  of  Longh 
Sheelin,  but  there  are  two  comfortable  cottages  where 
anglers  are  received,  “ White’s  ” and  “ Coyle’s.” 

I,  like  others,  had  grand  fishing  on  Lough  Sheelin 
eight  or  ten  years  ago,  dapping  for  trout  with  the  May- 
fly. It  was  then  a common  thing  to  get  trout  of  41b.  to 
Gib.,  and  occasionally  fish  of  81b.  or  91b.  ; but  I fear  the 
trout  fishing  is  not  what  it  used  to  be.  The  last  time 
I went,  five  years  ago,  I got  very  few  trout,  but  return- 
ing from  the  drifts,  and  spinning  with  artificials,  never 
failed  taking  a quantity  of  small  pike.  A friend  and  I 
took  betsveen  seventy  and  eighty  of  these  fish  in  a week 
this  way.  As  these  pike  are  all  much  of  a size  (31b.  or 
so,  with  one  exception,  an  11-pounder),  I concluded, 
considering  they  feed  chiefly  on  trout,  there  must  be 
some  enormous  pike  in  the  lake,  and  on  my  return, 
speaking  with  my  friend,  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine,  he  said, 
‘‘  My  boy.  you  wouldn’t  catch  these  patriarchs  that  way. 
You  should  fish  for  them  with  live  baits  in  the  deepest 
part  of  the  lake  (paternoster  fashion).  Your  aldermanic 
pike  will  not  trouble  to  chase  a spinning  bait,  and  you 
must  go  down  to  him  with  something  more  lively.” 

I often  wished  since  then  I wore  on  Lough  Sheelin 
with  a good  can  of  Thames  dace,  believing  I would 
soon  make  acquaintance  with  the  ‘‘big  ’uns  ” ; but 
time  and  question  of  getting  live  baits  over  such  a dis- 
tance seemed  in  the  way. 

But  1 am  sure  if  ‘‘  Angler  ” can  see  his  way  to  run 
over  and  tike  with  him  a good  supply  of  live  bait,  he 
will  not  be  long  securing  more  than  one  “ specimen 
pike,’  for  they  ought  to  he  got  in  Sheelin  of  the  largest 
size.  Next  montb  ought  to  be  as  good  a time  as  any. 

I may  add  that  Mahon  sent  me  last  year  a pike  of  ‘J.'ilb., 
which  he  took  with  some  nondescript  fly.  I never  saw 
a fish  in  such  splendid  condition,  and  had  I caught  it 
myself  it  would  have  been  mounted.  -I  am,  &c., 

.Iames  Callaghan. 


StR, — I would  advise  “Angler”  to  try  Lough  Key, 
co.  Uiscommou,  Ireland.  It  is  a private  lake,  but  leave 
can  generally  be  obtained.  For  particulars  apply  to 
Mr.  G.  Taylor,  Boyle,  co.  Roscommon. 

In  two  clays’  fishing  there  last  October  I caught  pike 
of  22di.  and  ‘201b.,  though  ejuite  a novice  at  pike  fishing. 

I may  also  mention  that  there  is  good  trout  fishing  on 
Longh  Arrow,  near  Boyle,  in  September  and  October. 
I caught  eleven  trout,  weighing  191b.,  with  the  fly  one 
day  there  last  week. — I am,  &c,,  A.  B. 


SPORT  IN  BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 

Sir, — In  recent  numbers  of  your  publication  I notice 
no  report  from  our  far  distant  province.  It  may  interest 
you  to  know  that  we  come  very  near  the  top  in  trout 
and  salmon  fishing.  The  writer,  his  brother,  P.  E. 
Lazenby,  and  Mr.  J.  D.  Wells  killed  290  trout  (921b.) 
and  75  chub  (131b.)  on  Sunday  afternoon.  Sept.  3,  1893. 
Time  of  fishing,  four  hours.  All  these  fish  were  taken 
in  one  hole  on  the  Hatzic  Slough.  Bait  useci,  salmon 
spawn  and  worms.  Other  catches  as  good  have  been 
made  with  the  fly. — I am,  Ac.,  F.  T.  Lazenby. 

Hatzic  Post-office,  British  Columbia. 


LONDON’S  WATER  SUPPLY. 

_ Sir,  I have  obtained  a copy  of  the  Royal  Commis- 
sioners’ Report  (vi'hich  I thank  you  for  mentioning  in 
last  week  s Gazette),  and  gather  from  it,  reading  between 
the  lines,  that  at  all  costa  the  present  sources  of  supply 
are  to  be  stoutly  maintained  as  sufficient  for  London’s 
needs  for  a very  loi  g period,  to  prevent  the  L.C.C.  from 
fincling  and  working  other  sources,  .and  thus  being  able 
t > ignore  the  companies.  One  thing  the  Royal  Comtni.s- 
sion  of  ‘ trusty  .and  w(dl  beloved  ” deliberators  could 
not  safely  Inirke  is  the  notorious  pollution  of  both 
Thame.s  and  Lea.,  carried  on,  in  spite  of  Pollution  Acts, 
by  local  boards  and  the  manufacturing  interests  that 
have  ruined  so  many  of  England’s  fairest  streams  and 
landscapes.  'The  Royal  Commission’s  proposed  remedy 
tor  this  is  .an  increased  staff  of  inspectors,  who  of  course 
must  become  a la.rge  burthen  on  overloaded  ratep.ayers. 

Fiom  an  angling  point  of  view  it  will  of  course  be  a 
grand  thing  if  pollution  c.an  bo  stopped.  The  worst 
prospect  for  our  sport,  however,  is  the  possibility  of 
more  \vater  being  taken  from  Thames  .and  Lea,  very 
likely  in  the  sinlden  and  erratic  fashion  that  often 
reduced  Flander’s  Weir  fishery  on  the  Lea  about  2ft. 
in  depth  between  Saturday  night  and  Sunday  morning. 
If  this  becomes  the  usual  thing,  then  good  bye  to  trout 
fishing  in  our  two  favourite  rivers,  and  probably  to 
barbel  and  chub  fishing  too.  I have  only  lately 
experienced  in  a small  degree  the  baneful  effect  on 
sport  of  sudden  stoppage  of  the  flow  of  water  when 
Selham  mill  had  no  corn  to  grind. 

Of  course,  anglers  cannot  be  considered  before  other 
and  more  important  interests,  but  it  does  seem  to  me 
that  the  Thames  and  Lea  miglit  well  bo  treated  now  as 
s.acrad  to  the  imijortant  cause  of  the  recreation  of  the 
people,  and  let  the  County  Councils,  who  are  elected  by 
the  people,  obtain  a pure  and  plentiful  supply,  as  they 
could  do,  from  the  various  chalk  formations.  'The 
companies  have  squeezed  London  quite  long  enough,  and 
are  actually  enabled  to  add  many  thousands  to  their 
revenues  by  the  augmented  rates  that  follow  each 
ijuinquennial  valuation  of  the  metropolis,  without  giving 
one  gill  more  of  water  in  return.  -I  am,  Ac., 

A Thames  Angler. 


SALT  WATER  FISHING. 

Sir, — Can  you  let  me  know  through  your  paper  if 
there  is  good  rod  fishing  (salt  water)  at  Burnham-on- 
Cronch  during  October  ?— I am,  &c.,  J.  Brown. 

[Southend  is  your  nearest  salt  water  fishing  to 
Burnham-on-Crouch.] 

GORGE  BAIT  FISHING. 

Sir, — Will  yon  kindly  let  me  know  in  what  other  river 
besides  the  Tnames  gorge  bait  fishing  for  jack  is  barred, 
and  should  I be  allowed  to  fish  the  Thames  with  gorge 
bait,  using  one  of  Mr.  Heaven’s  pike  disgorgers,  which  you 
mention  in  your  issue  of  September  IG,  1893?— I am,  &c., 

Frank  A.  Parr. 

I “ Sportsmen  ” are  not  allowed  to  fish  the  Thames 
with  gorge  bait,  and  would  not  wish  to  fish  any  other  by 
the  same  method.  Beaven’s  disgorger  would  be  of  no 
more  service  than  any  other  disgorger  after  the  fish  had 
gorged  the  bait ; that  is  to  say,  if  you  wished  to  save 
the  fish’s  life.)  


HOW  TO  KEEP  LIVE  BAIT. 

Sir, — I have  a sm.all  pond  5ft.  long,  3ft.  wide  by  3ft. 
deep,  supplied  by  a,  spring  impregnated  with  iron,  about 
300  yards  distant  from  whence  it  flows,  exposed  to  the 
air,  thereby  ensuring  constant  supply  of  fresh  water. 
How  many  carp,  gudgeon,  and  minnows  do  you  think  I 
could  keep  in  it  without  overcrowding,  and  do  you  think 
a few  dace  would  live  there,  jilease  ? I merely  keep  the 
pond  as  a receptacle  for  live  bait. 

I had  several  roach,  bnt  they  died  after  about  three 
weeks,  and  they  were  coated  over  with  a muddy  slime. 
Would  this  proceed  from  the  iron  or  clay,  and  can  I 
prevent  it?  I supplement  their  natui’al  food  by  a 
few  worms  and  vermicelli.  Is  that  right  or  necessary, 
and  is  the  latter  good  for  above-named  fish,  or  can  yon 
suggest  other  and  better  food  to  suit  them  all  ? 

I now  have  in  the  pond  three  carp,  about  eighteen 
gudgeon,  and  a dozen  minnows,  and  they  all  seem  quite 
bright  and  happy. 

Your  kind  reply  in  your  v.aluablo  paper  will  be 
esteemed. — I am  Ac.,  F.  J.  Morrison. 

[ It  is  not  desirable  to  keep  many  fish  in  so  small  a 
place  as  yours.  The  roach  were  probably  injured  in 
collection  or  transit,  hence  their  loss  in  what  is  nrobably 
very  hard  avater,  and  near  to  the  spring.  These  fish 
are  sure  to  go  in  this  way  if  only  a scale  or  two  is 
knocked  off'.  Mr.  I’ord,  of  the  Manor  Fishery,  Oaistor, 
Lincolnshire,  could  supply  you  with  suitable  food.  If 
the  wat“r  is  not  too  fully  impregnated  with  iron  you 
should  keep  a few  ornamental  fish  only.  ] 


DANGEROUS  DELAYS  IN  THE  S.W.  SUBURBS. 

Sib,— Your  correspondent  “ M.  A.,”  although  not 
answering  the  question  anent  the  Lambeth  Cemetery, 
very  properly  called  attention  to  crying  evils.  The 
Wandsworth  Board  of  Works  and  its  sanitary  inspector 
have  been— possibly  unnecessarily— told  of  the  stink 
from  the  piggeries  just  off  Garrett-lane  ; but  even  if  it 
be  pleaded  that  people  came  to  the  pigs,  not  the  pigs  to 
the  people,  it  ought  surely  in  these  days  of  sanitation  to 
become  perhaps  a question  of  some  compensation  in 
money  to  abate  the  crying  nuisance.  Let  Mitcham  or 
Merton  do  its  plain  dutj^. — I am,  Ac.,  Inquirer. 


RUISLIP  RESERVOIR. 

Sib, — I should  be  much  obliged  if  you  would  kindly 
tell  me  in  your  correspondence  column  as  to  where 
tickets  can  be  obtained  for  fishing  in  the  Ruislip 
Reservoir,  near  Pinner?— I am,  Ac.,  C.  H.  Gltn. 

[Apply  to  the  Secretary,  Regent’s  Canal  Company, 
138,  Leadenhall-street,  E.C.]. 


THE  RIVER  SEVERN  FISHERY. 

Sib,  There  is  something  radically  wrong  with  the 
management  and  pre.servation  of  the  fishing  in  this 
river.  Though  probably  grievances  of  this  nature  might 
be  addressed  to  the  governing  body,  still  it  seems  high 
time  that  something  more  public  should  brought  forward 
to  try  aud  stir  up  the  dormant  state  of  the  committee 
of  the  Severn  Conservancy. 

I will  take,  for  instance,  facts  that  have  come  to  my 
knowledge  respecting  the  state  of  things  as  they  are, 
and  have  been,  for  some  time  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  district  of  Welshpool,  which  many  of  our  locals 
patronise  regularly  every  week-end,  m'uiy  of  whom  I 
have  inquireil  of  if  they  have  at  any  period  ever  been 
asked  to  show  their  licence,  or  questioned  on  their  rights 
of  using  rod  and  line  in  the  river.  The  reply  in  every 
instance  has  been  decisively  “ No.”  Now  where  are  the 
so-called  watchers  and  bailiffs  employed  by  the  con- 
servators ? While  at  Pool  Quay,  the  week  before  last, 
it  was  given  me  on  sound  information  that  an  individual 
in  that  part  earns  his  living  by  the  sale  of  fish  caught 
by  him  with  the  aid  of  a regular  system  of  night-lining. 
Again,  at  Buttiugton,  other  informants  stated  that  they 
paid  lOs.  Gd.  yearly  for  a licence  to  net,  and  on  the 
Wednesday  afternoon  in  the  week  I was  them,  they  had 
obtained  180  fish  at  one  draw,  in  a small  stretch  of  the 
river,  including  some  very  fine  chub,  roach,  and 
peich,  the  very  fish  that  Crewe  anglers  make 
a long  journey  to  angle  for  with  single  rod  and 
line,  while  these  men  come  down  every  Wednesday  and 
carry  on  an  wholesale  fish  slaughter  by  the  aid  of  the 
nefarious  nets.  I should  like  to  know  why  the  so-called 
magnanimous  power.s  of  the  Severn  Conservators,  are 
not  shown  in  the  Welshpool  radius. 

Anglers  in  future  will  be  rather  chary  in  paying  for  a 
licence,  especially  with  an  extra  levy'  laid  by  the  sup- 
posed iirotuctive  body,  seeing  that  the  preservation  of 
the  river  and  the  jnirely  sporting  rights  of  anglers  are 
so  sadly  neglected.— I am,  Ac.,  Horace  Oliver. 


THE  OUT-BARB  HOOK. 

Sir, — We  have  just  noticed  a letter  in  your  issue  of 
Sept.  IG  signed  by  Mr.  B.  R.  Bambridge,  in  which  he 
says  he  holds  the  “patent  rights  ” of  the  out-barb  hook, 
and  we  beg  to  say  that  we  have  kept  these  hooks  in 
stock  for  some  years  past,  as  our  books  will  show  if 
necessary. — We  are,  Ac.,  Baton  and  Dellee. 


SWIFTS  FEEDING  ON  MAY-FLY. 

Sir, — “ Mona,”  in  those  very  pleasant  *'  Stray  Casts  ” 
of  his  last  week,  refers  to  an  article  of  mine  entitled 
“ May-fly  Memories,”  which  appeared  in  the  Graphic 
sometime  since,  and  seems  just  a little  doubtful  as  to 
whether  swifts  do  take  May-flies  as  I asserted.  I think 
any  south  country  angler  will  bear  me  out  in  saying 
that  at  the  commencement  of  the  season  the  swifts  get 
more  May-flies  than  the  trout,  and  that  anglers  have 
sometimes  been  so  wrath  that  they  have  fired  a gun  to 
warn  the  birds  off  the  river.  I have  seen  many  a fly 
taken  by  these  Ibirds.  They  do  not  hover  round  the  fly 
as  do  sparrows,  but  take  them  in  their  flight  without  a 
moment’s  pause,  and  the  only  way  to  see  the  operation 
is  to  watch  a solitary  fly  when  the  swifts  are  about. 
Like  an  arrow  the  bird  comes  shooting  by,  and  the  fly  is 
gone.  I do  not  see  any  reason  why  Irish  swifts  should 
object  to  May-flies,  and  during  the  annual  May-fly 
carnival  on  the  big  Irish  lakes,  I have  seen  birds  of  many 
kinds  feeding  on  these  flies.  Even  rooks  and  seagulls 
were  to  be  seen  marching  up  and  down  the  lee  shores  of 
the  lough  picking  up  the  flies  as  they  drifted  in.— I am, 
John  Bickerdyke. 

A CORRECTION. 

Sir,— In  consequence  of  absence  on  the  continent, 
your  issue  of  Sept.  IG  has  only  just  reached  me.  Allow 
me  to  correct  an  error  (evidently  not  of  your  creation), 
perhaps  the  P.D.  has  been  bu=y  again. 

Referring  to  the  second  illustration  (page  232)  of  the 
Walton  and  Cotton  Fishing  House,  the  portrait  is  that 
of  John  Fosbrooke,  of  Hartington,  a first-rate  angler 
and  good  fellow,  well  known  to  hundreds  of  Derbyshire 
anglers,  not  (as  stated  in  the  context)  that  of 

Geo.  Bankart. 

FISHING  : FROM  THE  POINT  OF  VIEW  OF  AN 

ANGLER’S  WIFE. 

Sib, — In  an  experience  extending  over  a good  many 
years,  the  article  in  your  issue  of  Sept.  23  is  the  most 
dismal  effusion  I have  encountered.  On  reading  it  over 
I was  ready  tempted  to  say,  “ Whatever  is  our  editor 
about  to  insert  such  a proJuctiou?”  As  a matter  of 
fact  I had  saved  myself  a good  deal  of  annoyance  if  I had 
been  forewarned  by  the  two  first  sentences,  an  nnmis- 
takable  index  of  what  was  to  follow.  Let  me  quote  them  : 
“ The  pastime  of  angling  has  always  appeared  to  me  to 
be  a dubious  one,  involving  much  labour  with  but  little 
result.  I am  unable  to  comprehend  the  frenzied  delight 
which  the  trne  angler  takes  in  his  sport,  and  the  hard 
study  that  he  gives  to  it.”  Here  is  a cynical  critic  of 
anglers,  with  a vengeance.  And  an  angler’s  wife,  too 
It  brings  to  one’s  mind  a certain  passage  in  Sterne’s 
“ Sentimental  Journey  : “ ‘ Good  God  ! ’ said  I.  ‘ Can 
this  woman  be  that  man’s  wife  ? ’ ” Poor  Carlyle,  with 
his  torments  of  “crowing  cocks,”  and  what  not’,  was 
not  in  half  so  evil  case  as  this  female  martyr,  accom- 
panying her  husband  oa  his  fishing  excursion  to 
Scotland,  that  ‘ grey,  sea-beaten  land,  so  dear 
to  me,”  as  R.  L.  Stevenson  writes.  Our  authoress’s 
motto  is,  however,  “ Whither  thou  goest  I will  go,”  and 
accordingly  she  goes  too.  And  what  a time  she  does 
have  to  be  sure ! “ Once  we  attempted  rooms  in  a 

farmhouse,  which  shall  never  be  tried  again.”  So  much 
for  Buckingham!  “The  hotels  in  Scotland  make  up 
for  what  they  lack  in  comfort  by  kind  consideration  in 
the  way  of  expenses.”  So  much  for  Richmond  ! Farm- 
houses ugh  I Hotels — ugher  ! 'Then  ‘‘  mist  shrouded  the 
hills.”  Ugh  I Just  like  the  mist,  just  like  the  hills. 
It  was  the  twilight  of  an  August  eve,  and  really  the 
mist  probably  did  not  know  any  better.  Still  it  was 
very  wrong  of  it  to  shroud  the  hills— not  that  our 
heroine  cared  to  behold  them  in  their  impressive 
solemnity  “ ’twixt  the  gleamin’  an’  the  mirth,”  because 
that  were  impossible  to  do  with  any  pleasure,  for  the 
twilight  hour  is  to  her  “ the  saddest  in  the  day.”  Still 
it  was  a deliberate  piling  on  of  the  agony  to  shroud  the 
hills  in  that  manner,  and  it  was  very  unkind,  that  it 
was.  Amid  such  cheerful  surroundings  what  wonder 
that  ‘‘Irish  yews,”  “goblins,”  a house  “grey  and 
damp,”  with  “ no  creepers,”  shonld,  like  the  mist, 
shroud  the  mind  of  our  visitor  ? The  house  door 
bell  is  “ ramshackle,”  it  is  opened  by  a “ sickly 
servant  girl,  yellow  and  wan”!  What  an  establish- 
ment it  is,  for  presently  “ an  old  matron  of  for- 
bidding aspect  ” appears.  This  auld  body  is  thencj- 
forward  alluded  to  as  “the  Gorgon.”  Then  the  stairs, 
the  clock,  the  starving  dogs  intensify  the  misery  of  our 
angler’s  wife,  until  Ultima  Thule  is  reached  in  the  shape 
of  the  bedroom.  The  bed,  a cupboard,  one  candle  and  a 
night-light,  couspire  to  plunge  her  into  the  nethermost 
regions  of  despair.  Again  — cheerful  soul  !— she  is 
haunted  ^ by  visions  of  “ghosts,  goblins,  or  merely 
clothes?”  She  wonders  whether  they  would  “come 
out  in  the  night  and  gibber  at  her  over  the  foot  of  the 
bed.”  All  I can  say  is  if  they  had  done,  it  was  only 
what  might  have  been  expected.  In  the  morning  our 
critic  was  “ a wreck.”  At  last  a move  is  made  in  quest 
of  fish,-  but  "no  mention  is  made  of  the  bulls  that 
pursued  me  on  the  route,”  which  is  highly  politic, 
because  there  probably  were  none.  So  the  holiday  goes 
on,  and  the  “ day  ends  always  wdth  the  same  result— no 
fish.  ” Really  the  fi>h  in  those  parts  are  more  self- 
respecting  than  1 had  thought.  The  final  query  is  rather 
a poser .-  “ Why  do  we  forego  the  sure  delights  of  home 
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and  seek  our  fortune  in  a hovel  ? ” I will  try  to  toll  you, 
Madam.  Because  the  farmhouse,  and  the  river,  and  the 
sport,  Boaiit  though  it  may  bo,  are  to  us  a respite  and 
release  from  the  humdrum  of  City  life.  Because  the 
greater  the  change  from  our  daily  life  the  greater  the 
rest.  Because  we  love  angling,  ami  alt  its  surroundings, 
for  their  own  sake.  Because  the  little  potty  troubles 
and  annoyances  of  our  usual  circumstances  fade  away 
in  the  contemplation  of  the  flowing  water,  the  towering 
hills,  the  clouds,  and  in  that  attitude  of  mind  only  to  be 
secured  in  the  delightful  pursuit.  E’ersonally,  although 
my  opportunities  are  somewhat  limited,  a fishing  holiday 
is  the  greatest  of  treats,  and  in  many  a dull  hour  recol- 
lection has  returned  again  and  again  to  some  prized  spot 
in  the  real  country  whore  I was  conscious  of  life’s 
worries  fading  away,  like  the  mist  that  had  “ shrouded 
the  hills  ” of  the  mind,  and  giving  place  to  a calm  that 
passeth  understanding.  To  quote,  in  conclusion,  from  a 
poem  recently  appearing  in  your  columns,  written  in 
1740: 

“ If  health,  content,  and  peaceful  musing  charm. 
What  sport,  like  angling,  can  our  cares  disarm  f ” 

— I am,  &c.,  E.  E.  H. 


PISHING  TACKLE  AND  TACKLING  FISH. 

Manchester,  N.  H.,  August  23. — Suggested  by  a 
criticism  which  Mr.  Cheney  pays  to  another  of  your 
correspondents  for  a technical  error  in  naming  a rod,  and 
thereupon  proceeds  to,  schoolma’am-like,  give  him  a 
“ pointer  ” on  the  propriety  of  titles,  is  a train  of  homely 
thought,  supported  by  personal  observation  and  living 
examples  respecting  the  matter  of  tackle. 

“ A rose  by  any  other  name  would  smell  as  sweet,  ” so  a 
rod,  call  it  what  you  please,  will  handle  the  fish  just  as 
successfully  as  though  properly  named,  and  a man  is  not 
obliged  to  bean  adept  in  tackle  knowledge,  nor  to  have  a 
well-stocked  retail  establishment  at  his  elbow,  to  enjoy 
fishing.  I have  often  noticed  that  the  man  with  the  most 
tinsel,  extensive  and  expensive  outfit,  including  a 
waggon-load  of  fancy  flies,  leaders,  &o.,  as  though  a 
drummer  for  some  wholesale  house,  elaborate  suit  of 
newest  design,  drinks  the  best  brandy,  and  tells  the 
loudest  stories  of  his  exploits,  is  not  always  most 
heavily  loaded  (with  fish)  when  he  returns  froni  a trip. 
On  the  contrary,  the  simpler  the  rig,  mattering  not 
whether  he  knows  a fly-rod,  technically,  from  a pump- 
handle,  the  more  satisfactory  the  result. 

Understand,  I admit  that  sport  is  one  thing  and  filling 
a creel  often  another.  The  latter  is  the  subject  nearest 
this  thought.  The  old  deacon  told  his  son  in  reference 
to  getting  money,  “ Get  it  honestly,  if  you  can,  but  get 
it,”  so  I would  suggest  to  sportsmen— use  as  good  and 
showy  a rig  as  you  can  afford  or  care  for,  tha,t  will  do 
the  business  as  near  to  your  liking  as  possible,  and 
expert  manipulation  of  what  you  select  will  easily  do 
the  rest. 

I have  in  mind  a man  whose  superior  in  the  art  of 
brook  trout  fishing  I never  saw,  who  never  owned  a reel 
or  fly-rod  in  his  life,  and  the  four-jointed  bamboo  he  uses 
has  the  appearance  of  having  served  three  generations, 
and  the  8ft.  or  10ft.  of  line  would  hold  a shark,  but  his 
hook  always  has  just  such  a bend  to  it,  accomplished 
with  a pair  of  pincers  by  himself,  and  each  angle- worm 
goes  on  it  by  exact  rule,  and  what  probably  is  of  fully  as 
much  consequence,  he  has  an  easy,  stealthy  Indian-like 
step,  that  makes  no  jar,  always  approaching  the  stream 
from  the  shady  side  in  alow,  stooping  posture,  in  the  drets 


of  an  ordinary  farmer,  reducing  the  likelihood  of  notice 
by  the  trout  to  a minimum,  and  I have  often  watched 
him  with  interest  and  pleasure,  not  failing  to  notice  the 
tension  of  his  nerve,  and  the  strict  attention  ho  pays  to 
the  pursuit,  always  finding  him  as  hard  to  “ call  oil  ” lor 
homo  as  though  to  leave  was  death.  Another  man  of 
the  same  class  is  a bait-fisherman  specialist  from  a boat. 
He  never  uses  any  rod,  and  his  line  looks  suited  for  a 
clothes  reel,  but  he  is  also  a crank  on  design  of  hooks 
and  mode  of  adjusting  bait.  The  rapidity  with  which 
ho  takes  an  unlucky  fish  into  the  boat,  whether  weigh- 
ing 5oz.  or  51b.,  would  astonish  any  of  Edison’s 
inventions.  A large  black  bass,  for  instance,  is  im- 
parted such  a tremendous  momentum  while  in  the  water 
that  he  fairly  flies,  as  though  thrown  from  a catapult, 
above  the  water  and  into  the  boat.  And  another,  very 
successful  at  casting  flies  and  bait,  who  never  had  a 
reel,  uses  a polo  about  20ft.  long,  which  perhaps  will 
weigh  as  many  pounds,  made  from  some  sapling,  cut, 
peeled,  and  dried,  a line  two-thirds  as  long  as  the  pole, 
large,  and  of  linen,  making  a derrick-shaped  arrangement 
that  no  snag  is  likely  to  break,  and  from  which  fish  of 
any  nature  or  size  land  on  shore  or  in  a boat  without 
ceremony. 

Such  is  catching  fish,  pure  and  simple,  but  the  pro- 
cesses practiced  will  not,  in  my  opinion,  allow  it  to 
properly  come  under  the  heading  of  ” sport,”  but  it  only 
goes  to  show  the  practical  and  utter  uselessness  of  much 
of  the  so-called  “ fi.shing  tackle  ” for  anything  but  show 
and  pleasure,  and  the  latter  being  the  one  aim  of  a large 
majority  of  anglers,  wo  shall  all  continue  to  use  the  class 
of  rig  that  will  require  an  encyclop<cdia  or  a Cheney 
properly  to  enumerate. — Payson,  in  Forest  mad  Stream. 


Councillor  Samuel  Allcock  has  recently  returned 
from  America,  and  the  following  practical  remarks — 
extracted  from  a letter  sent  to  the  Kedditch  News — 
will  prove  of  interest  to  our  readers  : — “ I had  not 
much  time  to  give  to  the  exhibition,  and  only 
took  a bird’s-eye  view  at  it.  Most  of  your  readers 
will  have  seen  in  the  illustrated  papers  views  of 
the  splendid  buildings.  To  look  at  them  it  seems 
impossible  that  they  could  bo  built  in  two  years,  and 
to  pull  them  down  will  be  a pity.  No  monarch  in  the 
history  of  the  world  ever  had  such  palaces  erected. 
Not  even  the  wealthiest  of  monarchs  could  have  ex- 
pended a sum,  which  probably  two  hundred  million 
dollars  does  not  represent,  in  such  palaces  and  such 
exhibits.  There  are  buildings  to  represent  all  nations, 
and  also  to  represent  every  State  in  America. 

It  is  the  largest  and  finest  exhibition  that  has  ever  been 
held.  The  exhibits  from  England  are  [but  few.  Manu- 
facturers did  not  care  to  spend  large  sums  of  money 
when  they  are  all  but  shut  out  of  the  American  market 
by  the  high  tariff  imposed  on  all  description  of  goods. 
On  all  Kedditch  goods  there  is  45  per  cent,  duty,  1 
together  with  freight,  insurance,  consulate  fees,  which  i 
makes  it  50  per  cent,  before  the  goods  can  be  taken  out 
of  the  Custom  House.  The  Kedditch  manufacturers 
are  not  well  represented,  only  a few  manufacturers  of 
needles  and  fishing  goods  from  Kedditch  ; three  manu- 
facturers of  needles,  two  of  fish  hooks  and  fishing 
goods.  The  case  of  needles,  exhibited  by  Mr.  T.  H.  | 
Harper,  is  in  my  opinion  the  best  in  needles.  Although 
in  America  large  quantities  of  fishing  goods  are  made,  yet 
few  manufacturers  are  exhibiting.  1 can  only  account  for 
this  by  supposing  the  American  houses,  like  the  Kedditch 
manufacturers,  are  cutting  prices  to  such  an  extent  ihit 


they  are  losing  money,  and  eventually  must  end  in 
j failure.  Those  manufacturers  who  first  began  to  make 
j common  spear  point  in  the  same  shape  as  qualities 
known  in  the  market  as  best  hooks  such  as  Aberdeen, 
Sprout,  and  C arlisle,  have  done  the  trade  a serious 
injury.’  Dealers  have  been  selling  them  as  the  bettor 
qualities,  so  that  to-day  few  of  the  better  qualities  are 
kept.  Those  dealers  who  have  only  kept  the  best 
qualities  are  making  a profit,  and  have  increased  their 
sales,  because  fishermen,  as  a rule,  will  pay  a littli  extra 
for  good  hooks  and  tackle,  I was  pleased  to  find  that 
there  is  a desire  on  the  part  of  a good  many  dealers  to 
keep  better  <iualities.  Too  much  of  cheap  trash  of  hooks 
and  tackle  has  been  made,  and  this  has  been  bad  for  the 
workmen,  bad  for  the  manufacturers,  bad  for  the 
dealers,  disappointment  and  vexation  for  the  fisher- 
men. When  common  hooks  can  be  bought  at  lid.  per 
thousand  in  the  same  shape  as  best  hooks,  which 
cannot  be  sold  under  6s.  and  7s.  per  thousand,  no 
wonder  that  so  much  common  rubbish  is  made  and  sohl 
in  the  market.  'I’he  trade  this  winter  will  be  but  small 
on  account  of  the  great  depression  of  trade  in  America.” 
Our  contemporary,  in  an  editorial,  says : “ To  sell 
common  hooks  for  best  qualities  and  to  charge  just  a 
trifle  leas  than  best  quality  prices  may  work  well  for  the 
first  time  but  it  don’t  pay  in  the  long  run,  and  would 
soon  spoil  the  best  business.  From  this  point  of  view 
then  the  (luestion  may  be  left  to  solve  itself.  Trickery, 
sooner  or  later,  is  bound  to  bo  found  out,  and  the  oyer- 
sharp  shopkeeper  punished  in  a way  little  to  his  liking 
but  just  as  ho  deserves.  The  soonei  the  public  recog- 
nise the  safety  of  .always  paying  a fair  price  for  a good 
article  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  public,  the  trades- 
man, and  the  producer.” 

In  the  Great  “ Bird  ” County.— Modern  faci- 
lities for  sport  with  gun  and  rod  are  really  beyond  the 
dreams  of  the  sportsmen  of  thirty  or  forty  years  ago. 
A lover  of  angling  might  fish  one  day,  and  enjoy  the 
next  with  a sport  with  the  rtouble-gun  among  a fair 
stock  of  partridges,  at  a comparatively  small  outlay. 
Young  sportsmen  will  ever  dream  of  the  long-coming 
“ First  ” ; but  a j.aded  man  of  Imsiuess  who  could  other- 
wise have  never  thought  of  the  luxury  of  another  week’s 
partridge  shooting,  must  be  delighted  to  know  that  ho 
can  bo  “accommodated”  at  Mr.  Kolph’s,  the  Kam 
Hotel,  at  Brandon,  in  Norfolk,  with  a day— nay,  with 
many  days  — at  a cheap  rate  of  only  a crown  a day 
among  the  “ birds  ” in  the  big  root-fields.  Time  indeed 
works  wonders,  when  not  one  hotel  but  several  in 
different  parts  of  this  country  offer  such  facilities  for 
angling  and  shooting— killing  not  only  “ birds,”  but  to 
some  the  fascinating  sport  of  snipe  shooting,  if  the 
visitor  can  only  “ catch  ” an  easterly  wind  succeeding  a 
goodish  quantity  of  rain  in  November.  No  doubt  Host 
Kolph,  like  the  host  of  Slapton  Sands  Hotel,  would  not 
be  otherwise  than  liberal  should  his  guests  wish  to 
bring  back  some  “ birds”  or  longbills  they  had  killed. 

The  geographical  limits  of  the  native  or  “ thorough- 
bred ” oyster  are  defined  as  at  and  about  the  mouth  of 
the  Thames,  from  Harwich  on  the  north  to  Margate  on 
the  south.  His  points  are  lightness,  thinness,  and  depth 
of  shell,  affording  capacity  for  holding  plenty  of  meat. 
The  best  class  bear  a proportion  of  one-fourth  of  meat 
to  shell.  It  does  not  follow,  however,  that  all  oysters 
coming  from,  say,  the  Whitstable  beds,  are  houd  fide 
natives  ; they  may  be  laid  down  there  to  fatten,  though 
born  elsewhere.  For  instance,  oysters  are  brought  from 
Ireland  and  so  treated  ; experts  can  detect  them  because 
their  shells  are  generally  crinkled. 


BY  USE  OF  ACCIDENTS  OF  TRAVEL 


. CALVERT’S  INDIAN  BATH  SOAP. 

Sold  in  3d.  Squares  at  Chemists  and  Stores. 
Is.  worth  sent  post  free  for  value  in  stamps  by 


AND  ALL  OTHER  ACCIDENTS,  INSURED  AGAINST  BY 

THE  RAILWAY  PASSENGERS’  ASSURANCE  COMPANY, 


THE  OLDEST  AND  LAEGEST  COMPANY  PROVIDING  FOR 


F.  C.  CALVERT  & CO.,  Manchester.  | 

Awarded  60  Gold  & Silver  Medals  & Diplomas.  , 

WASPS!  a WASPS!!!  \ 

FOR  TAKING  WASPS’  NESTS  USE 

McDOUGALL’S 

“ SMOKE-FERRETS  ” or  I 
all  vermin  “ CHOKERS.” 

Kon-Explosive  and  Free  from  Poison,  j 

Users  say:  “For  taking  Wasps’  Nests  they  act 

like  magic.” “For  taking  Wasps’  Nests  they 

are  most  useful  and  certain.” ” They  have  given 

complete  satisfaction,  and  are  unequalled."  &c. 

Also  for  Exterminating  EATS,  MICE,  MOLES, 
RABBITS,  and  ALL  VERMIN  THAT  BURROW 
UNDERGROUND. 

Size  No.  1,  at  2/-  per  doz.  ; 22  6 per  gross. 

,,  2,  at  5/-  ,,  57/6  ,, 

The  No.  2 is  three  times  the  size  of  No.  1. 
Fkom  Chemists,  Ironjionsers,  &o.,  and 
McDougall  Bros.,  10,  Mark-lane,  Lond.,  E.C. 
Users  on  all  hands  recommend  them.  See  Certificates. 


EVERARD  RIPLEY, 

Naturalist  and  Artistic  Mounter  of 


ACCIDENTS  OF"  ALL  KINDS. 
64  CORNHILL.  LONDON, 


TRAVELLING  REQUISITES. 

Travelling  Trunks, 

Saratoga  Trunks,  Dress  Baskets, 
Portmanteaus,  Bags, 
Hold-alls,  Hat  Gases,  Bugs,  Straps, 
and  Umbrellas. 

A Splendid  Anso*'tm.ent 

ALWAYS  IN  STOCK. 


David  muriS^,  practical  gun  and 
FISHING  TACKLE  MAKER,  42,  St. 
David-street,  Brechin.  N.B. 

I Greenheart  Trout  and  Salmon  Rods  at  all  prices, 
' also  Reels,  Lines,  Cast  Lines,  Flies,  Tackle  Books, 
j Creels.  Fishing  Rags,  Gaffs.  Landing  Nets,  &c.,  .fee. 

I Wading  Trousers.  Stockings,  and  Boots. 

Famed  Fly  Casts  and  Flies  forTay,  North  Esk, 
, South  Esk,  and  all  the  rivers  of  Forfarshire. 

I Special  'Tay  and  Loch  Leven  Flies  and  Casts. 
All  information  as  to  Shooting  and  Fishing  of 
the  district  gladly  supplied. 


Illustrated  Price  List,  oombiaing  every 
particular,  free  on  application. 

HYAM  & CO.,  LIMITED, 

42  & 43,  BBIGGATE,  LEEDS, 

AND  AT 

LONDON,  136  to  140,  Oxford  Street. 
BIKMINGHAM,  21,  22,  23,  New  St. 
WOLVEBHAMPTON,  41,  Dudley  St, 


THE  FISHER’S  DRINK. 


W“-  GABlDEJNI, 

; PRACTICAL  ANGLER, 

I GUN  and  FISHING  TACKLE  MAKER. 
1221,  UNION  STREET, 

FISHINGS  NEGOTIATED. 

JJ4.2MEJS  'ySTRIGHX, 

SPBOXTSTON  KBI.SO. 


BIRDS.  ANIMALS.  PISH,  HEADS, 
HORNS,  HOOPS,  and  RUGS. 

Fishing  Tackle  of  Every  Description. 

Tj  Anglers, — Fish  Mounting  a Speciality. 

5 KING  STREET.  RICHMOND  SURREY, 


Ask  for  “ IVANHOE  ” when  filling 
your  flask.  The  finest  OLD  SCOTCH 
WHISKY. 


D,  A.  RHIND  CO., 


jJIGHEST  Awards  of  all  for  Salmon  Flies 
at  the  Great  International  Fisheries 
Exhibition.  Salmon  Flies  for  all  parts 
of  the  world.  Sets  of  dozen  or  half-doz. 
of  the  best  pattern  and  sizes  for  any 
river.  Special  or  local  patterns  copied. 


Now  Ready. 

NEW  BOCK  ON  .SPORT,  &c„  by  R.  J.  Lloyd 
Price,  of  Rhiwlas,  Bala.  Cloth,  3s.  •,  by  post 
direct,  3s.  3d.;  at  all  Smith’s  bookstalls. 

“DOGS:  ANCIENT  & MODERN,” 

and  WALKS  IN  WALES : An  essay  on  Dogs 
in  General,  and  a Guide  to  the  Angler  and 
Tourist  in  the  Principality.  London:  Egling- 
TON  and  Co.  (Limited),  78,  Great  Queen-street, 
W.C.,  or  of  the  Author. 


TO  BIRMINGHAM  AND  LOCAL  ANGLERS. 

riYICKETS  may  now  be  obtained  at  reduced 
rates  for  the  following  respective  lengths 
on  the  Btrmingliam  Canal. — For  full  particulars 
apply  to  F.  J.  BOURNE,  Hon.  Sec.,  Fazeley 
Fisheries,  Tamworth. 

1.  Between  Curdworth  Tenth  Lock  and  Dray, 
ton  Swing  Bridge,  tickets  are  sold  by  Mr.  Wm- 
Wileman,  Royal  Dak  inn,  Kingsbury,  Tamworth, 
and  from  Mr.  Hy.  Earp,  Beehive  Inn,  Bodymoore 
Heath,  Kingsbury.  Tamworth;  also  from  Mrs. 
Insley,  Fishers'  Mill,  Middleton.  Tamworth. 

2.  Between  Drayton  Swing  Bridge  and  Bone- 
hill  Lodge  Bridge,  from  Mrs.  Barratt,  Navigation 
Inn,  Fazeley,  Tamworth. 

3.  Between  Bonehill  I.odge  Bridge  and  Wliit- 
tington  Brook,  from  Mr.  .Tohn  Wm.  Cowh.-im, 
The  Cliequers  Inn,  Hoi>was,  Tamworth ; aud 
from  Mr.  Wm.  Hughes,  The  Peel  Arms  Inn, 
Whittington,  Lichtielil. 

The  charges  for  tlie  respective  lengths,  will  be : 
Day  Tickets,  6d.  each  ; Season  Tickets,  Os. 


Established  1853. 

E.  liESSE, 

Member  of  Gresham  Junior  Fly-Fishers'  Clubs. 

Fish,  Bird,  and  Animal  Preserver, 

59,  ’CHISENHALE  ROAD.  OLD  FORD 

(Near  the  “ Earl  of  Auerdeen,"  Roman  Koau). 
SPECIALIST  IN  FISH  MOUNTING. 

Inventor  of  the  New  “ Natural  ” Eye  ( for  Fish). 

Price  List  on  application. 

First  Class  Exhibition  I/Iedal. 
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Aberdeen. — Wm.  Beown,  64,  George-st. 

Alnwick  — Hardy  Bros.,  L.  & N.  British 
Works. 

Ampthill  — Ed.  White,  Market. 

Andover,  Hants. — E.  Chamberlain. 

Ashbourne. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Becclea  — R.  Tilnet  & Son. 

Barnstaple,  K.  Devon. — J.  Eowe,  62, 

High-street. 

Belfast  — J.  Braddell  & Son,  21,  Castle- 
place. 

Birmingham  — Samuel  B.  Allport, 
50,  AVhittall-street. 

C.  Bowler,  9,  Thomas-st.,  Vaughan-st. 

T.  Heath,  52,  Alma-street,  Aston. 

Eeuben  Heaton,  161-5,  Hospital-st. 

J.  Keeling,  7,  Digbeth. 

James  Morgan,  2|,  Aston-road. 

W.  Newell,  11,  Groat  Western  Arcade. 

Nutting  & Co.,  70,  Edgbaston-street. 

J.  Powell,  40,  St.  Paul’s-square. 

W.  H.  Ryder  & Sons,  33-36,  Slaney-st. 

Wm.  Sternberg,  43,  Soho-hill. 

Bishop  Auckland  — w.  J.  Cummins, 
Pishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Works. 

Blackburn  — James  GREGSON,Penny-st. 

Bolton. — W.  Bleakley,  83,  Newport-st. 

Bridgend.— R.  H.  Dyer,  19  & 20,  Queen- 
street. 

Bridport  —Joseph  Gundry  & Co.,  Net, 
Line,  and  Twine  Manufacturers. 

William  James. 

George  Kenway. 

W.  Tucker,  Manufacturer. 

Builth,  Wells  — Septimus  Price,  12, 
High-street. 

Burton  - on  - Trent.— T.  Horne,  106, 
High-street. 

Buxton,  Derbyshire.— J.  Banes,  37, 
Spring-gardens. 

Cardifif— G.  M.  Burridge,“  Silver  Fish,”  t 
Bridge-street. 

William  Davies,  257,  Cowbridge-road. 

Castle  Connell. — J.  Enright  & Sons. 

Cheltenham  — James  Ogden,  28,  Winch- 
comb-street. 

Ogden  & Scotford,  Pittville.  [Whole- 
sale & Retail.] 

Chudleigh,  Devon  — J.  B.  Truman. 

Clitheroe  — Thomas  Robinson,  3,  Wes- 
leyan-road. 

Croydon.— Thomson  & Co.,  10,  High-st. 

Darlington.— J.  F.  Smythe. 

Derby  — T.  Simpson,  55,  Carrington-st. 


Dublin. — C.  Weekes  & Co.,  26  & 27, 
Esses-qnay.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Eton. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Exeter. — w.  Osborne,  251,  High-street. 

E.  F.  Prickman,  12,  North-street. 

Sxmouth. — Miss  Ellis,  Fly-Tier,  13, 
Danby-terrace . 

Fairford.  G-Ios. — Samuel  Burge. 

Felton  — W.  Dobson,  West  Thurston. 

Great  Yarmouth. — E.  Hannant,  io2. 
Market-gates. 

H.  Salinger,  40,  South  Market-road. 

Hereford  — T.  Cooke,  22  Maylord-st. 

Hertford.— SiMSON  & Co.,  Market-place. 

Hull  — PI.  Booth,  21,  Paragon-street. 

Hungerford.— Freeman  Bros.,  Bridge- 
street. 

Inverness.  — J.  Graham  & Co.,  27, 
Union-street. 

Hingsbridge,  S.  Devou. — S.  Perrott, 
109,  Fore-street. 

Kingsland,  Herefordshire,  E.S.O.— 

R.  T.  Williams,  Lugg  Cottage. 

Eingston-on-Thames  —J.R.  Richard- 
son, 67,  High-street. 

J.  E.  Willingham,  11,  Union-street 

Langholm. — Joe  Anderson,  59,  High-st. 

Leamington  Spa. — J.  Hobson. 

Leeds. — Linsley  Bros.,  10,  Commercial- 
street. 

Francis  M.  Walbran,  19,  New 
Station-sti’eet. 

S.  WiLLSDON,  43,  Park-lane. 

Leicester. — R.  Plude,  5,  West-bridge. 

Ley  burn,  Yorks. — J.  F.  Lyon,  Post 
Office. 

Limerick. — A.  Nestor,  George-street. 
[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Lincoln  — Andrews  & Parkinson,  36, 
Melville-street. 

J.  W.  Walker,  10,  Waterside. 

Liverpool.  — w.  Ramsbottom,  148, 
North  John-street. 

H.  Whitty,  15,  Basnett-street. 

R.  Whitty,  14,  Tithebarn-street. 

Llandovery,  Wales.  — Evan  Davies, 
High-street. 

London.— s.  Allcock  & Co.,  60,  Queen 
Victoria-street.  [Wholesale  only.] 

T.  Aldred,  110,  Edgware-road,  N.W. 

Alfred  & Son,  20,  Moorgate-st.,  E.C. 

T.  Barnett,  26,  Chui'ch-street,  Edg- 
ware-road. 


London — Cont  inued. 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  53,  Gresham- 
street.  [Wholesale  only.] 

J.  Bernard  & Sons,  5,  Church-place, 
Piccadilly. 

Mrs.  L.  J.  Brocas,  Fly-Tier,  5, 
Rochester-row,  S.W. 

C.  J.  Brown,  7,  Walton-street,  S.W. 
Mrs.  A.  Bulmer,  62,  Wandsworth-road, 
S.W. 

Carter  & Peek,  137,  St.  John-street- 
road,  E.C. 

R.  Dillon,  78,  Victoria-road,  Kentish 

Toivn. 

H.  Dunhill,  125-127,  Euston-rd.,  N.W. 
Eaton  & Deller,  6 & 7,  Crooked-lane, 

E.C. 

J.  Gillett,  40,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 

[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

J.  E.  Gold,  17,  Oakley-street,  Wateiloo- 
road,  S.E. 

J.  W.  Hatton,  215,  Cambridge-road,  E. 
G.  W.  Hbmens,  171,  New  North-road,  N. 
T.  Holbrow  & Co.,  9,  Eagle-place, 
Jermyn-street. 

Holroyd  Bros.,  59,  Gracechurch-street, 

E.C. 

G.  Little  & Co.,  63,  Haymarket,  S.W. 
G.  Main,  45,  Jermyn-street,  St.  James’s. 

G.  Partridge,  “ The  Golden  Perch,” 

402,  Oxford-street,  W. 

William  Poole,  104a,  Broadwall,  S.E. 
B.  Potter  & Co.,  225,  High  Holborn. 

S.  Price  & Co.,  8,  Seymonr-street, 

Euston-square. 

H.  Rich.ardson  & Co.,  Ye  Pluckie 
Perche,  77,  Finsbury-pavement. 

T.  H.  Sowbrbutts  & Son,  151,  Com- 

mercial-street, E. 

A.  J.  Spashott,  55a,  Maryland  Point,  E. 
T.  Unstead,  3,  Penton-street,  Penton- 
ville,  N. 

A.  Williams,  84,  Tork-street,  Bryan- 
ston-square,  W. 

F.  T.  Williams  & Co.,  “ Silver  Trout,” 
10,  Great  Queen-street,  W.C. 

Lostwithiel. — C.  Gbach,  Fancy  Reposi- 
tory. 

Macclesfield. — J.  H.  Fearn,  38,Chester- 
gate. 

Manchester. — W.  Chambers  & Co.,  25, 
Market-place. 

R.  Ramsbottom,  81,  Market-street. 
Newark. — D.  Slater  & Co.,  Stodman-st. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.— J.  R.  Bolton, 
147,  Northumberland-street. 
Murton.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Thos.  Pape,  27,  CoUingwood-street. 

Northampton.  — Geo.  Timms,  6,  The 
Green. 


Norwich  — A.  J.  Rudd,  54,  London-st.  * 


Nottingham  — E.  Crofts,  46,  Sussex-st. 
S.  Dales,  7,  St.  John-street. 

Ed.  Dance,  1a,  Snssex-atreet. 

Chas.  Jackson,  23,  Carrington-street. 
J.  Theaker,  10,  Canal-street. 

W.  Wells  & Co.,  1,  Sussex-street. 

E.  West,  28,  Sussex-street. 

Oakham — J.  E.  Whitehouse,  Rutland 
Gun  and  Cartridge  Works. 

Omagh. — John  White,  30,  Market-st. 

Oxford. — James  Innes,  42,  Queen-st. 

Plymouth  — Thomas  Brooks,  30a, 
Southside-street. 

C.  & R.  Brooks,  Stonehouso. 

Reading — J.  Perry  & Co.,  6,  Minster- 
parade. 

Eedditch. — s.  Allcock  & Co.,  standard 
Works.  [Wholesale  only.] 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  Abbey  Mills. 
[Wholesale  only.] 

Alfred  Booker  & Co.,  Midland  Needle 
and  Fish  Hook  Works. 

H.  Milward  & Son,  Washford  Mills. 
W.  Vale  & Son,  Studley.  [Wholesale 
only.] 

Richmond  - on  - Thames  — Gaynor  & 

Son,  4,  Bridge-street. 

Everard  Ripley,  5,  King-street. 

Richmond,  Yorks. — Chas.  Spencer 
Finkle-street. 

Rothbury  — W.  Mavin. 

J.  SOULSBY. 

Scarborough  — s.  M.  Patrick,  5,North- 
street,  Newboro’. 

Wm.  j.  Clarke,  44,  Huntress-row. 

Southampton. — Cox  & Macpherson^ 
62,  High-street. 

Cox  & Son,  28,  High-street. 

Swansea — B.  Evans  & Co.,  Swansea 
Sporting  Depot,  Castle  Bailey-st. 

Taunton. — George  Hinton,  Pore-st. 

Thetford — G.  H.  Reynolds,  Anchor 
Commercial  Hotel. 

Thrapston. — A.  Bargh,  Bridge-st. 

Torrington,  N.  Devon,— J-D.  Bastard, 
Torridge  House. 

Uppingham,  Rutlands.  — J.  L. 

Andrews,  High-street. 

Walthamstow.  — D.  Bennett,  137, 
Hoe-street  North. 

Wolverhampton — T.  Shakespeare,  9, 
Market-street. 

York. — H.T.  Lloyd,  Sportsman’s  Depot, 
Davy- gate. 


LOW’S  LIBRARY  OF  STANDARD  NOVELS 

By  WELL-KNOWN  AUTHOES,  in  uniform  octavo  Volumes,  bouud  in  cloth, 


By  R.  D.  BLACKMORE. 

LORNA  DOONE,  Thirty-eighth  Edition.  With  Photogravure  Portrait  of 
the  Author,  speeisilly  prepared  for  this  New  Lssue,  [Readp. 

Also  Illustrated  Edition  for  Prc.sentation.  gilt  edges,  7s.  fid. ; and  Edition  de  Luxe.  21s. 
Head;/.  CRIPPS  the  CARRIER. 

CRADOCK  NOWELL.  CHRISTO  WELL. 

ALICE  LORRAINE. 

Shorthi.  , MARY  ANERLEY. 

CLARA  VAUGHAN.  EREMA. 


KIT  AND  KITTY. 
SPRINGHAVEN.  (Also 


Illustrated  Edition,  7/6.) 
TOMMY  UPMORE. 


By  THOMAS  HARDY, 

Author  of  Tess  of  the  D'Urbervilles." 

FAR  FROM  THE  MADDING  CROWD.  With  Photogravure 

Portrait  of  the  Author,  from  a Photograph  by  Wheeler,  of  Weymouth.  [Readp, 


Ready 

THE  MAYOR  OF  CASTEBRIDGE. 
THE  TRUMPET-MAJOR. 

A LAODICEAN. 

THE  RETURN  OP  THE  NATIVE. 


THE  HAND  OP  ETHELBERTA. 
A PAIR  OF  BLUE  EYES. 

Next  week. 

TWO  ON  A TOWER. 


By  WILLIAM  BLACK. 

A DAUGHTER  OF  HETH.  With  Portrait  of  the  Author. 
THE  STRANGE  ADVENTURES  OP  A 
PHAE  rON. 

A PRINCESS  OP  THULE. 

IN  SILK  ATTIRE. 

KILMENY.  j MADCAP  VIOLET. 

THREE  FEATHERS. 

THE  MAID  OP  KILLEENA. 

GREEN  PASTURES  AND 
DILLY. 


By  W.  CLARK  RUSSELL. 

THE  WRECK  OF  THE  “ GROSVENOR.”  With  Photogravure 

Portrait  of  the  Author,  from  a Painting  showing  Mr.  Clark  Hussell  at  the  age  of  serenteen 
when  ill  tlie  ATprnhn.nf.  Rprripp  Jieodl/  * 

JOHN  HOLDSWORTH,  CHIEF 
MATE. 

JACK  S COURTSHIP. 

A STRANGE  VOYAGE. 

A SAILOR'S  SWEETHEART. 
BETWIXT  THE  FORELANDS. 

MRS.  DINES’  JEWELS. 


PICCA- 


MACLEOD  OP  DARE. 

LADY  SILVERDALE’S  SWEET- 
UEAET. 

WHITE  WINGS.  1 SUNRISE. 

THE  BEAUTIFUL  WRE'rCH. 
SHANDON  BELLS. 

ADVENTURES  IN  THULE. 
Y'OLANDE. 

JUDITH  SHAKESPEARE. 


Shortly. 

AN  OCEAN  FREE  LANCE. 
THE  FROZEN  PIRATE. 

A SEA  QUEEN. 

LITTLE  LOO. 

THE  LADY  MAUD. 

MY  WATCH  BELOW. 


London  ; SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  and  COMPANY,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fottcr-lano,  E. 


271 


September  30,  1893]  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


TIDE  TABLES. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 


Bridge  given  below. 

r30  min.  for  Chelsea. 

/55  min. 

for  Kew. 

\40  ,,  ,,  Putney. 

\75  „ 

,,  Richmond. 

Adds  45  ,,  ,,  Hammer- 

Adds  80  „ 

,,  Twicken- 

1  smith. 

1 

ham. 

'50  ,,  ,,  Barnes. 

''85  „ 

,,  Teddingfton 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  or  High  Wateb  at  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Sept.  .30  4.20  4.45 

Sunday,  Oct.  1 5.  5 5.27 

Monday,  ,,  2 5.52  0.19 

Tuesday,  ,,  3 0.50  7.27 

Wednesday,  ,,  4 8.11  9.  2 

Thursday,  ,,  5 9.55  10.42 

Friday,  ,,  6 11.24  11.57 


High  Water  at  Amberlet  and  Pulborough. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Sept.  30  5.  6 5.25 

Sunday,  Oct.  1 5.45  0.  7 

Monday,  ,,  2 6.32  0.59 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley. 

Pulborough  will  be  two  hours  forty  minutes  later. 


ANGLING  FIXTURES. 

October  1.  

Albert ; Eoving  match. 

Amicable  Excelsior  : Match  at  Windsor. 

Anchor  and  Hope  : Punt  match  at  Twickenham. 
Cobden : Prize  outing. 

Forest  Gate  : Match  at  Dagenham. 

Great  Yarmouth  W.M.A.S. . Codling  match  at  Breydon. 
Hearts  of  Oak  : Match  at  Amberley. 

Horseferry  : Match  at  Chelmsford. 

Islington  Brothers  : Match  at  Witham. 

Izaak  Walton  : Match  at  Ware. 

North  London  : Match  at  Ware. 

Peckham  Brothers  : Match  at  Byfleet. 

Penge ; Prize  outing. 

St.  John’s  : Match  at  Windsor. 

Second  Surrey  : Match  at  Amberley. 

West  Ham  : Match  at  Dedham. 

October  2. 

Anglers’  Association : Monthly  meeting  of  general 
committee. 

Burton  Piscatorials  ; Central  visit. 

Central  Association ; Monthly  delegate  meeting  at 
Bedford  Head  Hotel. 

Prince  of  Wales  ; Distribution  of  prizes. 

October  3. 

Good  Intent : Concert  in  aid  of  General  Preservation 
Fund. 

October  4. 

Bostonians  : Invitation  dinner. 

Brompton  : Preservation  concert. 

Izaak  Walton  : Match  at  St.  Margaret’s. 

Serapis  : Roving  competition. 

United  Society  of  Anglers : Annual  outing  to  St. 
Margaret’s. 


FIXTURES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

Oct.  8. — Brothers  Well  Met ; Annual  dinner  at  Pul- 
borough. 

,,  8. — Crown  and  Buckland  : Match  at  Amberley. 

,,  8. — Golden  Barbel : Match  at  Langford. 

„ 8. — Phoenix  : Outing  (roving). 

,,  8. — Prince  of  Wales  : Match  at  Windsor. 

,,  10. — Gresham  ; Paper  by  Mr.  E.  F.  Goodwin  on 

“Fly-fishing  for  Coarse  Fish.’’ 

,,  11. — Battersea  United  : Punt  match. 

,,  11. — Izaak  Walton;  Visit. 

,,  15. — Amicable  Brothers  : Prize  outing  ; Match  at 

St.  Margaret’s. 

,,  15. — Canning  Town  : Prize  outing. 

„ 16. — Crown  and  Buckland  : Concert. 

,,  16. — Queen’s  Piscatorials  : Smoking  concert. 

,,  17. — Pixie  Brothers  : Visit. 

,,  22. — Lincoln  : Eoving  match. 


JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAY. 


An  Open  Eoving  Fishing  Contest  (starting  from 
Amberley)  will  take  place  on  Oct.  8,  for  ten  prizes — 
first,  £1  10s.  Entrance  fee  6d.,  which  will  be  added  to 
the  prizes.  For  the  information  of  our  readers  we  may 
mention  that  the  special  train  (under  Mr.  Eldridge’s 
able  management)  will  continue  to  run  through  October. 
Tickets  to  be  had  of  Mr.  A.  A.  Eldridge  only,  at  the 
Rose  and  Crown,  21,  Goswell  road.  Entries  close  at 
11.30  p.m.,  Saturday,  Oct.  7.  No  live  bait  to  be  used. 
Jack,  eels,  pope,  dabs,  bleak,  and  gudgeon  barred. 
Thames  measure.  No  one  to  fish  within  ten  yards  of 
another  without  his  consent.  One  rod  only  to  be  carried. 
Disputes  to  be  settled  by  the  stewards  present. 

****** 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  Oct.  2,  at 
the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. 


We  have  received  the  following  from  Mr.  Gliurney  : 

“ In  anticipation  of  our  members  mustering  in  full  force 
to  pay  a visit  on  our  first  Sunday  to  the  Langford  waters, 
the  Great  Eastern  Railway,  with  their  usual  liberality, 
have  arranged  to  have  a special  train  at  Witham  to  meet 
the  7.25  and  8.25  trains  from  Liverpool-street,  to  convey 
the  passengers  to  Langford  and  Maldon  immediately  on 
the  arrival  of  the  train,  instead  of  the  usual  wait  of 
14  hours.  Book  to  East  Maldon,  change  at  Witham,  and 
alight  at  Langford  Station.  Return  train  0.20  from 
Maldon,  fast  train  from  Witham  at  0.48,  arrives  at 
Liverpool-street  at  7.50.’’ 

**##** 

Mr.  R.  E.  Wedgwood,  of  Tonbridge,  informs  us  in 
his  most  interesting  report  from  the  Medway,  that  the 
limit  of  his  club  for  jack  is  20in.,  measured  from  eye  to 
fork  of  tail.  This  is  a step  in  the  right  direction,  and 
will  please  the  majority  of  our  readers. 

* * * * * . * 

The  monthly  meetings  of  the  Yorkshire  Anglers’ 
Association  will  be  resumed  on  Wednesday  next,  Oct.  4, 
at  the  Queen’s  Hotel,  Leeds,  when  a discussion  will  be 
raised  by  members  on  the  fish  they  have  not  caught 
during  the  past  season.  Dinner  (2s.)  at  0.30  p.m.  Mr. 
T.  E.  Pritt  is  the  honorary  secretary  of  this  admirable 
society. 

#***#* 

Mr.  Antlipf,  of  the  Battersea  Friendly,  has  sent  a 
21b.  roach  (taken  from  the  Arun  on  the  24th  inst.)  to 
Mr.  Anstiss  to  be  set  up.  On  the  same  date  the  whole 
of  the  Second  Surrey  members  fished  the  water,  but  not 
one  succeeded  in  taking  a fish.  Very  contradictory 
reports  reach  us  of  the  sport  obtainable  at  Pulborough 
and  Amberley.  No  one  will  deny  that  Mr.  Osborne  is 
able  to  take  them  if  they  are  to  be  found  ; but  only  two 
small  roach  rewarded  him  for  his  day’s  toil. 

*##**• 

NO  LUCK! 

These  lines  were  suggested  by  the  Cummeravanig 
“angling”  incident,  mentioned  in  a recent  number  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette.  Mr.  Walbran  tells  us  he  was 
once  asked  what  kind  of  float  he  could  recommend  for 
use  with  the  fly. 

I have  tried ; I have  failed  ; in  despair 
I gaze  at  my  green  and  white  float. 

For  the  pike  will  not  bite 
At  the  spoonbait  so  bright. 

That  hangs  ’neath  my  green  and  white  float. 

I have  tried  all  the  minnows  I know. 

Pearl,  spiral,  horn,  soleskin,  and  quill ; 

But  my  float  sits  serene. 

So  the  pike  can’t  have  seen 
That  choice  imitation  in  quill ! 

I have  tried,  too,  the  fly — the  Jock  Scott ; 

It’s  gaudy,  it’s  tasty,  it’s  bright ; 

And  I cannot  think  why, 

But  the  pike  all  fight  shy 
Of  feathers  so  gaudy  and  bright ! 

I will  pack  up  my  tackle  and  go. 

The  pike  must  be  dead  off  the  feed. 

For  it’s  perfectly  clear 
That  the  fish  must  be  there. 

Though  sulky,  and  dead  off  the  feed  ! 

Never  mind,  for  to-morrow  I’ll  try  : 

Great  Scott ! won’t  my  float  bob  and  dive  ! 

When  the  pike  sees  the  spoon — 

Well,  I guess  pretty  soon 
My  float  will  go  down  with  a dive  ! — C.  G.  D. 
****** 

It  is  a matter  for  surprise  and  regret  that  in  these 
days  of  “ paper  reading  ” and  other  means  of  enlighten- 
ment and  uplifting  of  the  general  body  of  anglers,  there 
should  still  be  found  men  whose  sporting  principle  is  so 
lax,  and  angling  knowledge  so  limited,  as  to  induce 
them  to  edge  unduly  close  to  earlier  arrivals  at  a good 
swim ; or  even,  as  in  a particularly  gross  instance 
lately,  to  take  a boat  and  fish  right  in  tne  swim  being 
used  by  others,  in  such  a manner  as  to  spoil  the  tail  of 
the  swim,  where  alone  the  larger  fish  would  have  fed  if 
undisturbed.  Over  greed  for  prizes  is  probably  answer- 
able  for  such  extremely  poor  Waltonianism. 

****** 

Mr.  Charles  a.  Bktant,  of  Huntingdon,  writesme  : 
“ This  has  been  one  of  the  worst  years  for  coarse  fishing 
here  that  I ever  remember,  except  for  rudd,  and  they 
have  at  times  fed  wonderfully,  rising  well  at  the  fly,  or 
taking  worm  or  gentle  with  avidity.  I have  caught 
more  than  thirty  exceeding  21b.  in  weight,  largest 
21b.  10|oz.  Water  is  nov/  clear  as  gin.  Fishing  almost 
at  a standstill.  Nothing  moving  at  all  except  a few 
roach  ; two  nice  catches  have  been  had  during  the  week 
(one  over  Ijlb.).  Weeds  all  over  the  place.  The  Ouse 
navigation  rights  have  this  year  changed  hands.  All 
the  locks  have  been  put  in  order.  A dredger  is  now  in 
Huntingdon,  and  the  work  of  removing  the  weeds  and 
deepening  the  shallow  places  is  to  be  commenced 
immediately.  It  is  hoped  this  will  in  the  near  future 
improve  the  fishing  considerably.” 

****** 

Arsenic  is  still  poisonous,  even  if  its  taste  be  covered 
by  the  finest  bouquet  of  an  old  port,  and  the  poisonous 
germs  in  the  air  do  not  cease  to  exist  because  the 
surrounding  atmosphere  is  impregnated  with  some 
subtle  and  delicate  scent.  Just  as  it  is  impossible  to 
detect  infectious  diseases  by  the  sense  of  smell,  so  it  is 
equally  absurd  to  attempt  to  do  away  with  them  by 
simply  and  solely  tickling  the  fancy  with  an  agreeable 
odour.  Fortunately  we  have  more  certain  and  reliable 
means  of  ascertaining  the  true  value  of  a disinfectant, 
although  they  cannot  be  applied  by  everyone,  and  would 


yield  misleading  results  in  the  hands  of  unskilled 
experimenters.  Only  the  export  can  appreciate  both 
the  exactness  and  uncertainties  of  these  methods,  and 
can  form  a reliable  opinion  as  to  the  deductions  to  be 
drawn  from  them.  The  different  methods  adopted  in 
determining  the  value  of  a disinfectant  are  either 
bacteriological,  chemical,  or  practical. 

****** 

The  much-coveted  medal  of  the  Balloon  Society  is,  we 
are  pleased  to  announce,  shortly  to  be  presented  to  Mr. 
T.  Crumplen,  of  the  Piscatorial  Society.  This  will  un- 
doubtedly be  a case  of  “ honour  to  whom  honour  is  due. 
Under  Mr.  Lefevre’s  able  directorship,  the  Balloon 
Society  is  making  still  loftier  ascents. 

*#««** 

“ Fish,  Fishing,  and  Fish  Culture  at  Henley-on-Thames : 
together  with  some  Useful  Hints  on  the  Art  of  Catching 
Thames  Pish,”  price  sixpence,  is  to  hand,  and  from  it  we 
gather  that  “ October  is  one  of  the  best  fishing  months 
of  the  year  provided  there  is  rain  to  sweeten  the  water 
and  clear  off  the  decaying  matter  from  the  weeds.  Perch 
and  jack  may  now  be  fished  for  with  success,  for  the 
river  is  less  crowded  with  boats,  and  the  angler  can 
sometimes  for  an  hour  enjoy  the  charm  of  a whole  reach 
to  himself.  U nless  there  have  been  floods  the  fish  will  still 
be  found  in  the  streams.  Those  famous  holes  which  are 
pointed  out  by  fishermen,  only  yield  fish  in  the  winter 
months  after  floods,  or  in  very  cold  weather  when  the 
fish  seek  deep  water.  In  warm  weather  nearly  all  fish 
love  a stream,  which  doubtless  has  an  invigorating 
influence  upon  them. 

****** 

“ As  soon  as  the  weeds  have  decayed  and  been  cleared 
away  by  a push  of  water,  the  best  of  the  fishing  begins. 
The  position  of  the  fish  will  now  vary  according  to  the 
colour  and  height  of  the  water.  A high,  strong  stream 
will  of  course  drive  them  into  the  eddies  and  laybyes  at 
the  tails  of  islands,  &c.,  and  as  a general  rule  the  thicker 
the  water  the  more  shallow  are  the  swims  in  which  the 
fish  of  all  kinds  are  found.  The  very  best  time  for  fish- 
ing is  when  the  water  is  clearing  after  a flood,  and  the 
nights  are  frosty  and  the  days  open.  Perch  are  then 
taken  by  the  score,  and  some  capital  takes  of  jack  are 
always  made.  The  best  baits  for  perch  are  minnows 
unless  the  water  is  much  coloured,  and  then  worms 
should  be  tried.” 

*«*««* 

Mr.  W.  P.  Booth,  of  the  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society, 
writes  that  one  of  his  members,  who  has  recently  re- 
turned from  Norway,  had  taken  853  trout,  the  largest 
weighing  12^1b.,  and  the  next  best  ll^lb.,  both  taken  with 
the  minnow.  A trout  weighing  2ilb.  has  also  just  been 
taken  from  the  society’s  water. 

****** 

Good  pike  fishing  is  still  being  obtained  in  Slapton 
Ley  waters.  A Mr.  Cordes,  of  Teignmouth,  in  eight 
days,  took  over  fifty  pike,  several  of  91b.,  and  one  oi 
121b.  Other  anglers  in  proportion.  Captain  Proctor 
and  his  brother  also  have  had  good  fishing  and  shooting, 
good  bags  being  made.  The  “ Captain  ” shot  a golden 
plover  on  Sept.  22. 

****** 

Mr.  H.  L.  Popham,  of  the  yacht  Merganser,  whilst 
fishing,  last  Wednesday,  had  amongst  a lot  of  mullet  in 
his  trammel  one  weighing  21b.  Ooz.  It  measured  17in. 
in  length  and  13|in.  in  girth,  and  was  a beautifully 
marked  fish,  in  prime  condition.  It  was  caught  near 
Falmouth. 

■ * * * * * * 

“ Never  prophesy  till  you  know.”  We  don’t  know  ; 
but  in  our  ignorance  we  intend  to  have  the  big  boots 
Dale’s  dubbined,  and  the  long-looked-for  “ wet  weather  ” 
will  be  defied  and  thoroughly  revelled  in  after  patronising 
Anderson,  Anderson,  and  Anderson. 

The  frosts  hy  niglit  and  floods  by  day 
Will  wash  the  weeds  and  boats  away. 
****** 

“ Izaak  Walton’s  title  to  an  honourable  seat  among 
the  immortals  of  English  literature,”  says  Mr.  Alexander 
Cargill  in  Scribner’s  Magazine,  “ was  long  ago  recog- 
nised as  clear  and  undisputable.  Lord  Byron,  it  is 
true,  sought  in  his  own  cavalier  fashion  to  oust  the 
kindly  old  man  from  this  dignity ; and  even  the 
redoubtable  ‘ great  Cham  ’ took  the  pains  to  grunt  a 
dissent  to  the  claims  of  * the  gentle  art  ’ as  being  adapted 
only  for  ‘ gentle  ’ folks.  But  what  have  the  Byrons  and 
Johnsons  et  hoc  genus  omne  to  do  in  an  appreciation  of 
this  kind  ? Both  were  inherently  deficient  in  more  than 
one  important  quality  necessary  to  make  a true  angler, 
and  so  they  discredited  a pastime  for  which  the  one  man 
had  no  patience,  and  the  other  not  overmuch  of  that 
true  Waltonian  gentleness  that  ever  shrinks  from  the 
jostle  of  Fleet-street.” 

***.*** 
Preservation  Week  is,  as  usual,  a long  one.  Money 
is  still  being  received  for  the  praiseworthy  object  of 
stocking  the  rivers  with  fish.  Concerts  and  collections 
are  the  order  of  the  day  and  night,  and  it  is  sincerely  to 
be  hoped  that  the  amount  subscribed  will  be  worthy  of 
the  large  and  increasing  body  of  London  anglers.  Mr. 
Murphy  reminds  us  that  the  Good  Intent  will  hold  a 
concert  in  aid  of  the  fund  on  Tuesday  next,  Oct.  3. 
****** 

The  Brompton  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  D’Oyley 
Arms,  Marlboro’-road,  Chelsea,  have  arranged  for  a 
smoking  concert  to  take  place  on  Wednesday  next, 
Oct.  4,  when  a collection  will  be  made  on  behalf  of  the 
Preservation  and  Re-stocking  Fund.  A large  attend- 
ance is  anticipated,  and  if  the  doctor’s  permission  can 
be  obtained  the  chair  will  be  taken  by 

“ Dragnet.” 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


I®"  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Danstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


The  Increasing  demand  for  the  FISHING 
GAZETTE  necessitates  our  going  to  press 
somewhat  earlier  than  heretofore.  River 
reporters  will  oblige  by  sending  reports  so 
that  they  may  arrive  on  Thursday  evening 
at  latest  to  guarantee  insertion. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks, —The  por- 
tion of  river  under  the  watchfulness  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society  has  required  extreme  vigi- 
lance owing  to  peculiar  circumstances,  where  the  white 
fish  are  in  great  demand  and  an  exorbitant  price  paid 
for  them,  and  this  extends  over  three  particular  feasts, 
which  are  known  to  the  officials.  By  special  arrange- 
ments, not  only  is  extra  assistance  secured  by  the  society, 
but  the  river  keepers  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  are 
united  with  those  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society,  and  too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  Mr.  G. 
I.  Rough,  the  Conservancy  head  river  keeper,  for  his 
general  readiness  on  all  occasions  in  making  the  co- 
operation complete.  There  was,  however,  some  little 
hitch  as  to  the  time  when  the  recent  detection  of 
offenders  was  made  by  the  police,  or  the  gangs  of 
watchers  would  have  been  out  on  that  particular  night. 
These  daily  feasts,  three  in  number,  are  at  different 
periods  with  some  few  days’  interval  between  them, 
and,  as  each  feast  day  apprcaohes,  the  river  is  under 
strict  surveillance  for  two  or  three  previous  nights.  The 
reports  1 have  since  received  of  the  watching  have  been 
satisfactory,  and  the  recent  work  of  the  police  has  caused 
that  body  to  be  on  the  alert  in  watching  against  any 
repetition  of  a similar  offence.  At  the  meeting  of  the 
committee  of  the  T.A.P.S.  on  Tuesday  last,  the  sum  of 
one  guinea  was  awarded  to  each  of  the  three  men  who 
caused  the  conviction  of  the  two  Pearces.  It  will  be 
remembered  the  net  could  not  be  found,  and  Pearce 
stated  to  the  police  ; “ If  they  found  a net  it  would  not 
be  his.”  The  net  has,  however,  been  found  by  a man 
named  Follett,  who  is  employed  by  Mr.  Messum,  of 
Richmond,  as  he  was  going  up  the  river  on  Sunday 
morning  last,  just  above  Glover's  Island  ; and,  on  being 
informed  of  the  circumstances,  I went  over  to  Mr. 
Messum’s  on  the  following  day  and  then  saw  the  net, 
which  measured  SlOft.  in  length  with  a wall  of 
Oft.  and  a mesh  of  scarcely  an  inch.  I then  in- 
structed the  head  river  keeper,  William  Douglas, 
to  remove  the  net  and  take  charge  of  the  same, 
and  it  is  now  in  the  safe  custody  of  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall. 
The  evidence  of  the  capture  or  finding  of  the  net  is  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  Conservancy  solicitor,  upon  which 
action  will  be  taken  to  have  the  net  condemned  by  the 
magistrates,  and  the  committee  have  awarded  the  finder 
thereof  the  sum  of  one  guinea.  The  net  is  a valuable 
one,  and  not  much  damaged,  and  must  have  cost  at  least 
iT2.  There  has  not  been  much  angling,  owing  to  the 
lowness  of  the  water. — B. 

Upper  Thames.  — Thursday.  — Rain  has  fallen 
intermittently  during  the  past  week  up  the  Thames 
Valley,  but  the  surrounding  ground  is  so  dry  that  only 
surface  rain  has  found  its  way  into  the  river,  and  this 
is  of  little  avail  to  counteract  the  present  stale  and  nn- 
fishable  condition  of  the  water.  A few  jack  are  being 
had  on  the  paternoster  by  dapping  down  amid  the  weeds, 
but  the  foolish  ones  thus  had  nearly  all  turn  out  small, 
and  have  to  be  returned.  Mr.  E.  Jackson,  of  Westhorp 
Park,  tells  me  he  has  lately  stuck  to  perch  fishing,  but 
finds  it  difficult  to  get  more  than  half  a dozen  takeable 
fish  in  a day’s  outing.  Gudgeon  may  be  had  by  perse- 
verance, but  even  they  do  not  ‘‘take  on”  as  they 
would  in  rain-freshened-up  water.  Weather  very  un- 
settled, and  every  prospect  of  a much-needed  downpour. 
—Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Hampton  Court).— William  Milbourne 
writes  : — ” Mr.  Temple,  fishing  at  the  weir,  has  taken  a 
nice  jack  of  91b.  ; John  Smith,  in  two  half-days,  nine 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; and  myself,  in  one  half-day, 
got  two  jack  and  one  brace  of  perch,  the  latter  weighing 
31b.  The  water  remains  very  low,  and  we  want  rain 
bad.” 

Thames  (Kingston).— John  Johnson,  in  one  day, 
twenty-two  barliel,  and  in  the  remainder  of  the  week 
twenty-three  barbel,  two  bream,  and  seven  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace ; N.  Bolton,  in  four  and  a half  days, 
fifteen  jack,  nine  perch,  five  barbel,  and  eight  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace ; Mr.  Sanders,  with  J.  Knight,  six  jack 
and  fourteen  perch  in  one  day  ; J.  Wilkes,  in  five  days, 
twenty  dozen  of  fine  gudgeon,  eight  perch,  and  a quantity 
of  dace.  The  bank  anglers  have  done  well  amongst  the 
roach,  dace,  and  bream. 

Thames  (Hichmoud). — Job  Brain,  during  the  week, 
601b.  of  roach  and  dace,  and  a couple  of  barbel ; Job 
Brain,  jun.,  301b.  of  roach  and  dace,  and  eight  barhel  ; 
and  H.  Mansell,  801h.  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Staines). — John  Keene,  jun.,  one  day, 
with  Mr.  Moss,  seventeen  barbel,  three  bream,  and  one 
chub  ; another  day,  with  Messrs.  Newbury  and  Jewry, 
nine  barbel  and  five  dozen  of  i-oach  and  dace;  another 
day,  with  Mr.  Back  and  friend,  seven  barbel  and  three 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace ; another  day,  with  Mr. 
Wheatley,  sixteen  barbel  and  five  chub  ; and  another 
day.  with  Mr.  Price,  six  dozen  of  roach. 

Thames  (Sunbui-yi.— Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud 
during  the  week  fifteen  barbel,  and  twenty-one  dozen  o 


roach  and  dace  ; and  Mr.  E.  Clark,  in  three  days, 
twenty  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Teddington).— Joseph  Baldwin,  in  two 
days,  five  chub,  the  largest  31b.,  five  barbel,  and  two 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace  : and  W.  McBride,  in  the  week, 
forty  barbel,  and  thirty  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Twickenham).— C.  Brown  in  four  days 
five  barbel,  and  501b,  of  roach  and  dace  ; R.  Coxeninthe 
week,  seven  bream,  a carp  of  41b.,  and  6.51b.  of  roach  and 
dace  : S.  Cole  in  the  week,  nine  barbel,  and  601b.  of 
roach  and  dace  ; George  Coxen,  in  two  days,  two  bream 
and  eighteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; John  Frost,  in 
five  days,  501b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; Pert  Hammerton,  in 
five  days,  three  barbel,  two  bream,  and  601b.  of  roach 
and  dace  ; G.  Lee,  in  one  day,  two  bream,  and  eight 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; John  Spong,  in  six  days,  seven 
barbel,  nine  bream,  and  801b  of  roach  and  dace. 

‘Windsor  District. — Up  to  time  of  writing  very 
little  rain  has  visited  this  part,  though  from  various 
districts  I hear  heavy  rains  have  fallen,  particularly 
northward,  where  in  some  parts  snow  lay  to  a depth  of 
5in.  Sport  has  been  very  quiet  here.  Barbel  will  not 
feed  ; roach  have  been  had,  but  in  small  quantities,  and 
of  no  extraordinary  size.  A few  chub  and  jack  of  small 
size,  and,  with  exception  of  a fine  perch  of  Ijlb.,  I have 
nothing  worthy  of  record.  The  liveliest  satisfaction  is 
evinced  amongst  anglers  in  this  district  at  some  of  the 
clauses  in  the  new  bye-laws.  I have  not  yet  studied 
their  effect  on  the  fisherman ; but,  from  what  I can 
gather,  the  riparian  owner  now  has  a value  in  a fishery 
which  he  had  not  before,  and  I should  not  be  surprised  to 
see  plenty  more  notice-boards  put  up  in  this  neighbour- 
hood ere  long. 

Ancholme  District. — The  coal  strike  is  affecting 
our  pleasures  as  well  as  our  pockets.  Owing  to  the 
discontiru  ince  of  several  trains  there  has  been  a great 
falling  off  in  the  number  of  visiting  anglers.  The 
colder  weather  has  also  checked  operations.  Local 
men,  however,  still  keep  to  the  waterside,  but  takes 
have  been  meagre  during  the  past  week.  A few  pike 
here  and  there  have  been  caught,  but  not  so  many 
bream  or  roach.  Sport  at  Croxby  Lake  has  been  fairly 
good  amongst  the  eels  and  perch,  and  a well-known 
gentleman  of  Grimsby  has  been  very  successful  this 
season  amongst  the  large  carp,  which  positively  seem 
ton  wary  for  anyone  else.  He  has  taken  three,  of  the 
following  weights  : 91b.  lOoz.,  Iljlb.,  and  101b.  He  lost 
another  of  111b.  or  121b.,  which  got  into  the  weeds 
whilst  he  was  getting  luncheon  at  the  Lodge.  A rather 
select  Trout  Club  has  been  recently  formed  at  Grimsby. 
It  preserves  some  distance  of  the  Freshney  Beck.  The 
subscription  is  =£3  3s.  per  annum,  and  the  number  of 
members  is  limited. — Thomas  Ford. 

Cornish.  Streams. — There  will  be  no  requiem  sung 
on  the  decease  of  the  trout  season.  Everybody  is 
hea:  tily  sick  and  tired  of  it,  and  glad  to  see  the  end  of 
it.  The  percentage  of  really  good  fishing  days  has  been 
smaller  this  year  than  anybody  remembers,  but  the  stock 
of  fish  is  large,  and  given  a favourable  spawning  season, 
there  should  be  above  the  average  quantity  of  trout  next 
year.  Very  few  salmon  appear  to  be  running  in  either 
the  Camel  or  the  Fowey  yet,  but  anglers  have  October 
and  November,  and,  if  the  weather  is  right,  there  should 
be  capital  sport.  Fishermen  whose  seasons  are  closed 
elsewhere  might  do  worse  than  have  November  in  Corn- 
wall.— Bodmin. 

Dee  (Corwen,  N.  Wales).— The  river  is  high  enough 
for  salmon  to  travel  up  to  these  reaches,  a few  have  been 
caught.  On  Saturday,  23rd,  Mr.  H.  Williams  had  one 
of  51b.  On  Monday  he  had  one  of  14Jlb-  and  a brown 
trout  of  IJlb. ; Mr.  T.  Williams  had  four  grayling,  2Jlb. 
Tuesday  the  river  was  very  dirty.  Wednesday,  Mr. 
Liddle,  Carrog,  one  salmon,  61b.,  fresh  run,  and  four 
trout  ; Mr.  Edwards  had  a nice  basket  of  grayling. 
To-day  (Thursday)  high  wind  with  heavy  showers. — 
Alwen. 

Derwent  (Ambergate). — There  has  been  plenty  of 
fresh  water  in  the  Derwent  during  the  week,  and  bottom 
fishers  have  had  a fairly  good  time  of  it.  The  weather 
has  been  very  uncomfortable  for  fly-fishing  pursuits,  and 
at  time  of  writing  is  very  unsettled,  and  there  are 
prospects  cf  the  rain  continuing. — Amber  Dun. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — We  have  nowanice  water 
on,  and  good  sport  has  been  had  on  the  Dove  Dale 
length,  the  General  Black  being  the  most  useful  fly. 
Several  dishes  of  six  brace  and  thereabout  have  been 
taken  from  the  Uttoxeter  water  this  week.  The  fish  taken 
have  been  mostly  grayling.  N.B.  Rain  is  still  falling 
(Thursday  evening)  so  that  sport  prospects  continue 
good. — D.  AND  W.  H.  Foster. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — The  wet  night  on  Monday  was  as 
welcome  as  showers  in  the  spring.  Anglers  hoped  for  a 
good  washing-out  spate  of  4ft.  or  5ft.,  but  had  to  be 
content  with  the  smaller  mercy  of  2ft.  In  twelve  hours 
this  had  run  down  of  1ft.,  as  it  was  the  small,  fast-run- 
ning tributaries  which  chiefly  caused  the  rise  of  the 
Eden.  Some  fish  would,  no  doubt,  run  up,  as  they  have 
been  waiting  in  the  Solway  for  some  time.  Odd  ones 
managed  the  journey  before  the  rain,  for  Archdeacon 
Prescott  killed  a 22-pounder  at  Wetheral  on  Monday, 
and  on  the  same  day  Mr.  Swan  had  one  of  91b.  in  the 
Association  water  below  Carlisle.  The  river  is  at  present 
too  dirty.  Appearances  point  to  more  rain,  and  anglers’ 
prospects  for  October  are  good. — Silver-Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby)  . — For  the  first  time  during  the  present 
season  we  have  had  a good  fall  of  rain,  and  the  conse- 
quence is  that  the  river  is  in  a much  better  condition  for 
angling  than  it  has  been  for  the  last  three  months.  A 
few  salmon  and  salmon  trout  were  caught  in  the  waters 
below  Ruswarp  Dam  yesterday,  and  a few  more  have 
been  landed  to-day.  A good  many  salmon  have  got  up 
into  the  upper  waters,  and,  with  a better  flood,  the 
number  will,  of  course,  be  increased.  Now  appears  to 


be  the  time  for  anglers,  or  never,  this  season,  whicl 
closes  at  the  end  of  next  month. — Jno.  J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  weather  has  beei 
rather  unsettled  during  the  week,  but  the  rain  has  no^ 
been  sufficient  to  benefit  the  river  as  yet.  A few  goot 
bags  of  roach  and  perch  have  been  had  from  the  canal 
and  a very  nice  lot  of  eight  perch,  averaging  11b.  each 
were  taken  by  Messrs.  Edwards  and  Jackman  on  th( 
Clist  a few  days  since.  On  Thursday  last  Mr.  Wm, 
Graf  scored  another  good  carp  of  5|lb.,  whilst  fly-fishing 
Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts  also  landed  a 4-pounder  on  Monday 
evening. — Red  Palmer. 

Pen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire). — Ths  weathei 
is  just  suiting  the  anglers  cf  the  Fen  district,  and  som« 
good  sport  is  obtainable  in  several  directions.  In  the 
Spalding  district  the  water  is  low  and  fine,  and  a good 
deal  of  care  has  to  be  exercised  in  the  selection  of 
tackle  ; but  the  character  of  it  is  certainly  fresher,  and 
fish  bite  more  freely.  Pode  Hole  in  this  district  is 
among  the  best  places,  and  some  capital  bags  have  been 
made  there  of  a miscellaneous  description,  but  the 
North  and  South  Drove  drains  have  bad  good  patronage, 
and  also  the  Glenn,  where  there  are  found  great  quan- 
tities of  eels. — Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts). — The  cooler  weather  is  now 
inducing  anglers  to  seek  the  grayling  in  the  Upper 
waters,  which  are  reported  to  be  pretty  plentiful.  The 
river  is  still  low  in  that  quarter,  but  some  nice  fish  have 
already  been  brought  down  to  Retford  by  local  anglers. 
The  prospects  are  improving  with  the  showery  weather 
that  seems  to  be  setting  in,  but  a good  deal  of  rain  will 
be  wanted  before  the  streams  will  be  flushed. — L. 

Lea  (Ware). — We  had  some  nice  rains  this  week, 
and  the  river  is  in  good  order  now,  and  the  fish  are 
feeding  well.  Mr.  Cornish,  of  Finchley,  fishing  here 
to-day  (Thursday)  landed  a nice  chub  of  4jlb.,  andMr. 
Talbot,  of  the  Copenhagen,  hada  handsome  take  of  reach 
Bloods  are  the  most  taking  baits  here  now. — The  Bull 
Inn. 

Lea  and  Stort. — Fishing  generally  has  shown  an 
improvement  during  the  past  week.  On  the  24th  inst. 
some  good  sport  was  had  at  several  places,  notably  at 
Cheshunt,  where  in  the  afternoon  the  bream  came  sud- 
denly on  the  feed,  and  as  suddenly  left  off  feeding,  but 
some  good  specimens  were  secured  during  the  feeding 
time.  Mr.  C.  Coldwell  had  six  bream  scaling  51b.  14oz. ; 
another  gentleman  had  about  41b.  of  roach  and  bream  ; 
Mr,  Griffen  had  a nice  lot  of  dace  taken  with  the  fly; 
Messrs.  Burnett  and  Dwyer  each  a nice  lot  of  roach  and 
dace.  I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  announce  to  brother 
fishermen  that  the  well-known  veteran  angler,  T.  F. 
Barlow,  late  the  host  of  “ The  Eagle,”  Tottenham,  has 
taken ‘‘The  Britannia,”  Mare-street,  Hackney,  where 
all  anglers  can  be  certain  of  a cordial  welcome.  The 
Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  have  arranged  to 
improve  the  accommodation  at  Ponder’s.  Thursday 
Morning. — Weather  gusty,  but  wind  in  the  right 
quarter.  Water  a better  colour  after  the  recent  rains. 
—Spliced  Joint. 

Leicester. — At  last  we  have  a slightly  better  out- 
look, rain  having  fallen  heavily  on  Tuesday ; slight 
showers  fell  on  Wednesday,  and  throughout  Thursday 
there  was  almost  a continuous  downpour.  Anglers  have 
lieen  rather  scarce  at  the  river  side  during  the  week ; 
the  shortening  days,  however,  have  had  something  to  do 
with  this,  and  the  waters  being  so  low,  many  have  found 
their  efforts  almost  fruitless.  Only  the  more  persistent 
and  skilled  anglers  are  now  aide  to  obtain  any  fish  at  all. 
Messrs.  'Towe  and  Snape  succeeded  in  getting  a few  nice 
pike,  but,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  water,  pike  fishing 
has  been  practically  nil  so  far  this  season.  Mr.  Brown 
took  121b.  of  good  roach  from  the  weir  with  weed,  and  a 
decent  chub  or  two  from  the  Bede  House.  At  Market 
Harboro’  four  pike  were  amongst  the  lot  taken  by  Mr. 
J.  Billson,  of  Leicester.  Those  visiting  the  outlying 
resorts  have  had  a bad  time  of  it,  anglers  complaining 
strongly  of  the  state  of  the  Wreake.  At  Narborough 
and  Croft  the  waters  are  exceedingly  low,  and  here  the 
few  anglers  who  have  been  out  have  only  landed 
modex’ate  lots  of  roach,  perch,  and  small  pike. 

Lugg  and  Arro'w  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  running  low  and  clear.  Rain  has  been  had, 
and  the  fishing  has  been  better.  Grayling  have  been 
rising  well.  The  Pinsley  is  very  low. — Gwtnne. 

Lugg,  Arrovr,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Waters  are  still  extremely  low,  but  since  last  report  the 
weather  has  been  more  unsettled — cloudy,  with  occa- 
sional showers.  More  rods  have  been  out,  and  some  fair 
sport  obtained,  though  the  fish  are  difficult  to  approach. 
Chances  of  sport  for  coming  week  more  encouraging. — 
R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Tonbridge). — Very  little  has  been  done 
during  the  last  fortnight,  or  I should  have  reported  last- 
week.  What  few  roach  have  been  taken  succumbed  to 
gentles,  with  one  or  two  exceptions  where  brandlings 
have  been  successful.  Few  bream,  and  those  with 
gentles.  A fair  number  of  jack  have  been  taken,  but  I 
can  hear  of  nothing  over  81b.  Our  limit  is  ‘20in.  from 
eye  to  fork  of  tail,  so,  if  adhered  to,  the  river  will  soon 
be  better  stocked  with  this  fish,  as  there  are  plenty  of 
them.  Water  gin  clear  above  town,  and  likely  to  con- 
tinue so,  as  we  have  only  very  small  showers.  My  advice 
is,  come  down  with  some  good  Thames  dace,  and  try  for 
pike. — R.  E.  W. 

Ouse  (St.  Noets). — The  frosts  are  now  beginning  to- 
rot  the  weeds  nicely,  and  the  recent  good  downpour  of 
rain  has  put  a bit  of  colour  in  the  water,  and  that  has 
had  the  effect  of  bringing  the  jack  on.  Several  decent 
takes  already,  but  the  fish  are  not  in  good  condition 
yet.  One  last  week  measured  38in.  long,  but  was  poor. 
— A.  ScARD. 

Pulborough.— About  101b.  of  roach,  bream,  and 
perch  have  been  taken  from  Challen’s  Deeps  by  Mr.  J. 


Aiitlias  of  the  IJattoraea  Friendly  Anglers.  A bream 
ot  ovel’dlb.,  a jack  of  TJUn,  and  six  others  between 41K 
and  (!lb.  each,  have  also  boon  had. 
seen  in  the  neighbourhood.  Ihreo 
together  came  to  grief  on  Monday  last,  and  on  the  fol- 
Kg  <iay  one  angler  had  201b.  of  capital  roach  and 
bream.  Water  low,  but  in  good  order. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— The  river  has  been  in 
much  better  condition,  and  the  fish 
fairly  well,  but  it  is  by  spinning  rather  than  fly-fishing 
that  the  best  sport  is  obtainable.  Pike  are  very 
•ful  in  the  deep  water  around  Shrewsbury,  and  many  fish 
ranging  from  21b.  to  131b.  or  141b.  have  been  recently 
taken.  The  trouting  season  comes  to  a close  to  day 
■(Saturday).  Prospects  of  winter  sport  with  the  coarse 

fish  are  satisfactory.— PiscATOB.  , zt 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— Towards  the  end  of  last  week  there  was  a very 
decided  change  in  the  weather,  and  the  highest  peaks 
of  the  Welsh  hills  on  Friday  and  Saturday  were  capped 
with  snow,  which,  however,  speedily  disappeared,  and 
since  that  time  frequent  heavy  showers  of  rain  have 
swollen  all  our  rivers  considerably ; but  they  are  fast 
becoming  in  good  condition  for  the  few  remaining  days 
of  the  trout  fishing  season,  which  closes  at  the  end  of 
this  month.  Owing  to  the  change  in  .t^e  weather 
again  for  the  better,  good  sport  is  now  being  had  with 
grayling,  and  also  with  coarse  fish,  especially  in  tne 
Vyrnwy  below  Llanymynech.  Vtrnwt. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).- Eiver  bright ; fish  dead 
off  ; angling  useless. — W.  Baikbbidge. 

Stour  (Sudbury,  Suffolk).— River  still  bright  and 
full  of  weed.  Fish  right  off  the  feed.  The  river  is 
swarming  with  roach,  but  no  bait  will  tempt  them,  ihe 
weather  has  been  very  cold  the  last  few 
wind.  A good  shower  of  rain  this  morning  (Wednes- 
day). A week’s  good  heavy  rain  is  needed  to  colour  the 
water  and  clear  the  river  of  weed.  G.  W. 

Sussex  Rivers.— The  white  frost  of  the  past  week 
is  fast  taking  effect  on  the  weeds,  and  with  a smart 
shower  water  in  all  parts  will  be  fit  for  spinnmg  pur- 
poses ; already  the  pike  are  feeding  well-  In  the  deeper 
water  of  the  basin  at  Chichester  Canal  pike  are  nume- 
rous, and  during  the  past  few  days  Mr.  James  M right 
has  landed  several  fish,  the  heaviest  taken  on  Tuesday, 
8ilb  ; a 6Mb.  fish  and  several  up  to  41b.  on  the  previous 
days.  Pike  are  feeding  in  the  upper  portion  of  the 
river,  and  at  the  harbour’s  mouth  a few  codling  ^ood 
takes  of  roach  and  chub  have  been  made  on  the  Ouse, 
and  from  near  Fletohing  a few  fair  .«zed  pike.  Dace, 
gudgeon,  and  roach  have  rewarded  visitors  to  the  Mother 
with  perch  up  to  21b.  and  pike  of  from  4p.  to  bib.  Both 
dace  and  roach  are  taking  gentles  and  worms  on  the 
Adur.— George  F.  Saltee. 

Taw  (North.  Devon).— Eivers  still  low,  little  or  no 
rain,  impossible  for  salmon  in  great  nuinbers  to  go  up. 
The  only  fishing  to  amuse  the  eager  angler  rusting  tor 
exercise  is  dace  fishing,  and  in  the  large  rivers  they  are 
very  plentiful,  and  good  sport  may  be  obtained  tor  (Not- 
tingham fishing.  Again,  on  Tuesday,  my  friend  and  I 
caught  eighty-seven.  Dace  are  in  season  when  trout 
are  out,  so  another  month  can  be  added  to  the  enjoyment 
of  the  angler.— Rusty  Game.  . j 

Teme  (Knighton).— The  rain  has  not  altered  the 
■water  to  any  extent.  Angling  is  quiet.  No  anglers 
have  been  out  with  the  rods  this  week,  and  sport  will  be 

dull  until  there  is  more  water  in  the  river. 

Teme  (Ludlow).- The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 
running  very  low  and  clear.  The  trout  season  can  now 
be  said  to  be  at  an  end,  and  it  has  been  a very  poor  one 
since  May  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  water.  The  grayling 
•season  will  not  be  good  unless  we  get  some  ram  quickly. 
On  Monday  a gentleman  landed  seventeen  graylmg 
with  the  fly.  Under  Whitcliffe  some  nice  grayling 
have  been  landed  with  the  willow.  In  the  water  below 
Ashford  sport  has  been  good.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Lcdwyche  are  all  low  and  clear,  b.  Ludlow, 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  district  there  is  a slight 
improvement.  Rain  has  been  had  which  has  refreshed 
the  water  a little.  A few  anglers  have  been  out,  but 
sport  has  not  been  good.  The  Kyre,  Rea,  and  Ledwyche 
are  all  low  and  clear ; no  fishing  done  in  them. 

ESTER 

Trent  (Newark).— Blustering  stormy  weather  and 
the  Trent  is  rising  to-day  (Thursday),  and  with  the 
tresh  will  probably  come  the  end  of  one  of  the  most 
successful  barbel  seasons  of  modern  times.  From  the 
opening  up  to  the  present  a fine  low  water  has  rendered 
oport  certain  with  Barbus  vulgaris,  and  on  'Thursday 
last  Mr.  David  Slater  secured  ten  good  fish  with  worms 
from  the  Holme  length  below  Newark.  Some  ex^llent 
chub  have  been  taken  from  the  Muskham  water.  Roach 
and  dace  are  taking  gentles.  The  rise  will  prove  of 
immense  benefit  to  the  Trent,  and  worms  will  now  be  the 
most  seductive  lure,  either  maidendews  or  cockspurs.— 

TeENTSIDER.  r,  . , j.  I 

Wimbledon  Lake. — On  Saturday  last  a boy  named 
B.  Arnold  hooked  and  landed  a pike  of  14Jlb.,  measure- 
ment 37Jin. ; same  will  be  on  view  here  when  set  up. 
Tuesday,  Mr.  Marsden,  of  Earlsfield,  three  fish,  two 
71b.  and  one  .51b.  Mr.  Paul,  of  Tottenham-court-road,  a 
■fish  of  71b.  To-day  B.  Arnold,  three  pike,  Clb.,  541b.,  and 
441b.  Others  had  several  good  runs  and  caught  small 
ones.  Some  good  baskets  of  roach  this  week.  A. 

^ Witimm,  &c.  (Mid-Lincoln).— The  present  week 
has  been  a busy  one  in  the  Boston  district,  the  contest 
for  the  tradesmen’s  prizes  there  on  Monday  causing  a 
big  influx.  Scarcely  so  many  turned  up  for  the  contest 
as  usual,  but  this  is  explainable  by  the  depression  of 
trade  and  the  colliers’  strike  in  South  Yorkshire,  from 
whence  the  contestants  are  mainly  drawn.  There  were, 


however  close  on  .500  to  take  part  in  it, 

o^upied  several  miles  of  water,  chiefly  on  the  Hobhole 

S.  The  gross  weight  did  not  by  any  means  roach 

the  best  of  those  last  week,  vTf  the 

downwards.  Some  caught  no  fish  at  ^1. 
contestants  remainea  for  independent  ‘ 

reported  better  doings  among  the  roach  m the  lower 
lengths  of  the  Forty-foot.— Luce. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire) —The  heavy 
storms  of  rain  and  snow  which  fell 
week  completely  spoiled  any  chance  of 
fishing  for  several  days.  The  Derwent  had  c eared  a 
little  ^on  Tuesday,  and  I accompanied  two  well-known 
anglers  to  try  the  upper  reach  of  the  Darley 
We  commenced  operations  below  the  ^ 

and  worked  down  to  Darley  Bridge, 
fished  hard,  and,  as  nothing  was  rising,  tried  both  worm 
and  minnow,  wo  only  succeeded  in  taking  lour  brace 
between  us.  On  Wednesday  night  the  ram  «^®  ^own 
in  torrents,  and  the  Derwent  is  now  coming  down  veiy 
thick  and  will  not,  I fear,  clear  sufficiently  for  any- 
thing to  be  done  with  the  fly  before  the  end  of  this  week. 
Trout  fishing  closes  on  Saturday.— Dottereu. 

Yare  (Norwich).-Reports  are  very  meagre  from  all 
stations  on  this  river,  the  sudden  change  of  weather 
from  warm  genial  September  to  the  depth  of  winter  h 
ing  had  a very  bad  effect  on  angling  in  fresh  water.  On 
the  Bure  they  continue  to  catch  large  numbers  of  small 
roLh  and  bream.  At  Yarmouth  some  excellent  cod 
fishing  has  been  bad,  as  many  as  fifij  or  six^  and  up 
wards  being  had  by  one  gentleman.— Robeei  Moll. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  -Boat  and  pier  fishing  were  very  successful  on 
Saturday.  Ihe  23rd  inst.,  many  scores  of  whitings  ^d 
codlings  being  caught,  mostly  by  London  anglers.  M . 
Sachs  on  his  three-hook  paternoster,  caught  two  cod- 
lings four  times  in  succession  ; with  the  last  two  (with 
an  amateur’s  assistance  ?)  he  lost  a 61b.  fish  and  smashed 
his  top  joint.  Another  gentleman  took  three  codlings 
at  one  time.  Mr.  Harris  fished  all  day  from  a chair, 
and  caught  fifteen  good-sized  codlings,  thus  showing 
how  plentiful  they  are  at  the  present  time.  Several 
good  pollack  have  been  taken  by  very  patient  a-nglc" 
from  the  pier  steps.  At  North  Deal  the  deputy  cox  warn 
of  the  lifeboat,  Ned  Hanger,  has  his  usual  visitors,  whose 
success  in  the  bay  will  satisfy  the  most  sanguine  sea 
angler.  . ,, 

Plvmouth.— A fine  specimen  of  the  bonito  was 
captured  here,  in  the  estuary  of  the  Laira,  on  Saturday. 
As  Easterbrook  and  his  mate  were  coming  down  the 
Laira  in  their  punt  from  their  sand  barge,  they  saw  i 
one  of  the  shallows  a large  fish.  He  immediately 
jumped  overboard  and  drove  it  up  a narrow  channM, 
whe?e  he  quickly  seized  it  by  the  tail.  It  is  ^ pity  he 
had  not  a vessel  of  water  to  put  it  into  so  as  to  keep  it 
alive,  for  it  would  have  been  a valuable  a,ddition  to  our 
aquarium.  The  fish  measured  1ft.  llm.  in  length, 
1ft  4iin.  in  girth,  and  weighed  6Jlb.  H was  a lovely 
shaped  fish,  and  had  a long  slit  on  the  back,  jn*®.  which 
the  dorsal  fin  was  secreted  ^®i’/^l  *'^®, 
drop  keel  of  a boat.  It  is  the  bonito  that  chases  the 
flying  fish,  and  very  often  jumps  out  of  the  water  after 
them^  They  have  tremendous  strength  in  their  tails, 
which  they  use  to  kill  their  prey.  I have  ^ 

to  Dr.  Gimther,  for  the  British  Museum.- William 
Hearder,  Plymouth. 

Scarborough.— A friend  and  myself  have  had  some 
splendid  sport  at  Scarborough,  fishii^from  the  harbour 
piers,  rocks,  and  also  from  boats  We  found  that  the 
most  successful  bait  were  the  ordinary  sand  worms  It 
is  almost  impossible,  however,  to  obtain  these  without 
digging  for  them  yourself.  We  thereupon  purchased  a 
large  pronged  fork,  as  you  have  to  dig  down  at  least 
eighteen  inches  below  the  surface  of  the  sanU  The  best 
place  is  about  a mile  and  a quarter  from  the  North  Pier. 
Walking  past  Scalby  Mills  at  low  water  over  the  rocks 
we  come  to  two  stretches  of  sand,  both  of  which  a^c  well 
stocked  with  worms,  but  it  is  advisable  to  start  fiio=i”= 
as  near  the  sea  as  possible,  as  the  sand  is  softer,  and  the 
worms  more  numerous.  Care  must  be  taken  not  P|ace 
rny“thirsks”  among  the  worms,  as  they  completely 
spoil  them.  These  may  be  easily  recognised  the 

sLd  worms,  being  smaller  and  ot  an  ® j 

shape.  The  best  way  of  keeping  the  bait  was,  we  found, 
to  have  a tin  box  loosely  lined  with  ®°™®  , 

material,  which  was  saturated  with  sea-water,  t^worms 
being  covered  on  the  top  with  damp  seaweed.  We  usea 
rods?  and  fished  with  ordinary  three-hook  sea  Pater- 
nosters, the  hooks  being  attached  to  gut,  “C*;  ^®^^ 
twisted  hair  or  gimp.  It  was,  I think,  owing  to  our  fine 
tackle  and  tempting  bait  that  we  were  so  successful,  and 
caught  at  least  six  to  every  professional  boatman  s one. 
We  caught  several  fine  billet  or  coal  fish,  also  gurnets, 
cod  codlings,  plaice,  whiting,  dabs,  &c.,  and  the  inevit- 
able crabs.  The  two  fishing-tackle  makers  named  in 
your  list  supplied  us  with  satisfactory  tackle,  and  have 
Ippirently  every  requisite  for  sea-fishing.-FREDEBlC 
Belvedere.  


A RACE  For  Life  is  taking  place  in  our  midst  every  day,  and 
to^o?mn?aC  the  result  death  lh“m 

apt  to  look  upon  some  slight  ailment  winch  may  overtake  then 
with  contempt,  and  they  thus  ignore  the  simple  remedies  which 
would  speedily  restore  them  to  health.  When  too  late  they  see 
their  error,  and  bitterly  bewail  the  fo.ly  which  brings  .them 
premature  grave.  Holloway’s  Pills,  if  taken  in  reg.i  ar  doses 
according  to  directions,  enrich  and  purify  the  hlooh-  k>isease  is 
thus  prevented  from  weakening  the  system,  and  the 
sound  constitution  is  enjoyed.  At  this  ® J 

dysentery,  and  stomach  disorders  are  common,  this  wonderlul 
medicine  is  specially  useful. 


SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel ’Waters  (via  Lairg,  N .B.). 

—The  weather  has  been  cxcoodingly  wot  ah'^mistorous. 

Tho  Rov.  Mr.  Bonar  fished  Lochs  Loarlan,  Veyatio,  and 
Gama,  and  made  excellent  baskets.  McH. 

Berriedale.  The  Duke  of  Portland  has  recently 
befn  having  good  sport  on  this  river  On 
week  he  grassed  fonr  salmon  of  from  101b.  to  121  . 

'"Border  Esk.-Tbo  Border  Ksk  is  still  running  low, 
and  few  takes  are  recorded.  Worm  fishing 
holm  water  closes  this  week.  In  the  water  below  L g- 
holm,  Mr.  Jas.  Bell  had  throe  sea-trout;  Mr  Ihos 

Irving  two;  Mr.  Wm.  Ballantmo,  three  ; Mr  ILLunn 

and  Mr.  Geo.  Maxwell  also  did  well ; and  Mr  J.  Murray 
landed  a small  salmon  weighing  61b  ; Mr.  LecoM. 
creeled  a number  of  sea-trout.  In  the  double  \yater,  Mr 
Church,  Parkhouse,  caught  a salmon,  111b.  In  tbe  ®ame 
water  Mr.  "Wi  eland  landed  a large  salmon  There  is 
scarcely  any  fishing  in  the  lower  reaches  worth  mention- 
ing 'The  Rev.  Mr.  Humble,  has  taken  two  hue  fish, 
one  41b.,  and  another  641b„  besides 

At  time  of  writing  the  ram  was  coming  downm  torrents. 

— Gilnockie.  „ _ , mu  f 1 

Bunrannocli  Hotel  (RannocR,  N B.).  The  fol- 
lowing sport  was  obtained  by  anglers  staying  at 
Bunrfnnoch  Hotel  on  Loch  Rannoch  : - Thursday 
QarYf  91  Mr  J B Kvd,  Edinburgh,  seven  trout, 

. Mr'  i.  / kjd  eifht  W, 

weighing  3ilb.,  and  one  char.  Friday,  Sept.  A.,  Mr.  J. 

A.  Kyd,  D^dee,  forty  trout,  weighing  171b  ^^urday, 
tJonf  2T  Mr  J A.  Kyd,  Dundee,  five  trout ; Mr.  J.  H. 
Kvd  Edinburgh,  twenty  trout,  weighing  lolb.  Monday, 
Sent  25  Mr.  J.  B.  Kyd,  Edinburgh,  eight  trout,  -weigh- 
fng  31b::  ihe  Hon.  Evelyn  Hubbard,  five  t^ut,  weighing 
31b.  • Mr.  Dawson,  nine  fine  trout.  Tuesday,  Sep  • > 

Mr  J B Kyd,  Edinburgh,  twenty-three  trout,  weighing 
91b!  • the  Hon.  E.  Hubbard,  nineteen  trout. 

Cassley  (Rosehall,  Sutherland).-Excellent  sport 
has  of  late  been  got  here  both  m trout  and  salmon 
angling  Mr.  C.  J.  Singleton  and  party  were  out  on  the 
lower  Cassley  heats  on  Friday  last,  and  made  t^ 
heaviest  basket  known  on  the  river  for  a long  time. 

McB.  , , , 

Dee  (Aberdeenshire).— The  floods  have  come  mos 
ODportiinely.  All  the  rivers  have  been  in  high  flood  for 
days  They  are  now  settling  down,  but  are  still  in  ample 
volume  'The  Dee  is  getting  into  proper  angling  trim. 
The  rush  of  fish  which  came  away  with  the  first  rise  in 
the  waters  on  Friday  last  was  enormous,  and  when  once 
the  water  clears,  there  is  no  doubt  a good  account  will 
be  given  of  them,  from  the  middle  and  lower  reaches  at 
leaft.  On  the  Balmoral,  Invercauld,  and  Glen  Tana 
reaches  several  fish  were  had  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday  chiefly  red  fish  from  the  lower  pools. 
On  the^Aboyne  teaches  sport  i®, 

landed  eight  fish,  scaling  from  6|lb.  to  lOp.  On  tne 
Upper  Dess  water  Colonel  Caldwell 
51b  , and  Captain  D.  F.  Davidson  a small  ph  of  71b 
on  the  Lower  Dess  beat.  On  the  Kincardine  Lodge 
water  on  Monday,  Mr.  William  Lamond  creeled  a grps® 

lTS.T„?  s.«/'otber,  on  Ih. 

Wm.  Farnell  Watson  landed  prp  salmon,  of  181b.,  Jib., 
and  81b.  • while  General  Cooke  landed  two,  of  41b.  Md 
51b.,  on  the  Kinneskie  water.  On  the  Ppk  waters  Mr. 
Mutter  had  a beauty  of  1841K  on  Thwsday  m additio 
to  another  of  8ilb.  on  the  Heathcot  waters.  On  Me 
Don  up  till  now  the  amount  of  angling  done  has 
been  almost  nil.  The  floods,  however,  have  gabled  a 
large  number  of  fish  to  get  over  the  numerous  dykes  and 
obstructions,  and  continuous  sport  may 
he  exnected  till  the  end  ot  the  season.  On  the  upper 
reachL  good  trout  filing  has  been  obtai^d  a^  the 
season  through.  During  the  PS'®t,’"®®L  Mr-  W-  L- 

Sturrock,  Mr  Alexander  T.  Sturrock,  and  Mr  Bennett 

Cooke  had  baskets  of  nineteen,  sixteen,  and  ten  fiM.  On 
the  tidal  waters  several  good  baskep  of  finnock  have 
been  made,  and  much  is  now  expected  from  the  present 
fill. — Deesider. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). -This  river  was  m excp- 
tionally  heavy  flood  during  the  past  week.  The  water 
rose  to  such^a  height  that  a large  amount  of  dama  e 
was  done  to  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  a large  number 
of  trees  were  torn  from  the  roots  and  washed  to  the  se  . 
At  the  entrance  the  heavy  vopme  of 
sands  of  tons  of  shingle  p the  the  sea, 

shifted  the  mouth  to  its  old  p ace.  ^ ®o,'f  „ 

section  Captain  K.  Maitland  had  a grdse  of  81b.,  and 
Mr.  Caldwell  a salmon  of  261b.  On  the  C^^rnousie  wate^ 
Mr.  T.  Eyton  had  three  fish  of  bib.,  and  one  of  fiilb. 

H W 

Dunheath.-Mr.  F.  Brocklehurst,  Crewe,  had  in  two 
days,  twelve  sea-trout  of  about  an  avpage  o lib-- 

and  thirty  brown  trout,  the  heaviest  ot  which  weighe 

^"rieet  (Iloyart,  N.B.).-On  Monday  theRovie  w^er 
was  fished  by  Sir  Edward  Grey,  Bart.,  and  Lady  Cray,  of 
Falloden,  Northumberland,  with  the  following  sP^oudid 
result  viz.,  three  sea-trout  aggregating  51b. ; two  sa'Dion, 
weighing  51b.  each  ; three  salmon  of  bib.  each,  and  one 
weighing  71b. — McB- 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).--During  the  P^f  '^?®L 
the  river  was  in  higher  Hood  than  ever,  and  is  too  high 
for  aTghnrbut  it  will  soon  fall  lower.  Large  numWs 
of  fish  have  gone  up  during  the  recent  spates.  Sea 
trout  are  numerous  on  the  upper  reaches,  Md  the  larger 
Wns  are  well  stocked  with  these.  On  ’Wednesday  a 
gentleman  caught  a newly  run  grilse  ot  441b.  and  twepy- 
six  sea  trout,  which  scaled  261b.  Anotpr  gentleman 
had  a salmon  of  161b.  Some  local  anglers  have  had 
good  spoHwith  sea- trout.  White  fishing  on  the  coast 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


has  been  poor  lately,  and  the  haddocks  remarkably 
small.— S.  C. 

15th,  H.  Buchanan,  Esq.,  fishing 
the  Dhuloch,  eleven  sea-trout  and  finnock,  4 Jib. 
Captain  Gordon,  fishing  to-day  in  the  Dray,  one  grilse, 
olb.  On  Saturday,  23rd,  Mr.  Austin,  on  the  Dhuloch, 
four  sea-trout.  To-day  (Monday)  eight  sea  and  brown 
trout.  Plenty  of  fish  on  these  waters  but  few 
fishers,  as  they  evidently  are  not  aware  that  we  have 
first  class  waters,  twelve  rivers,  and  tidal  water,  and  a 
lovely  district.  Pishing  free,  by  staying  at  the  Argyll 
Arms  Hotel. 

Inverary.— Monday  afternoon,  fishing  the  Aray,  Mr 
Austin  killed  two  grilse,  31b.  and  3|lb.  On  Wednesday 
m the  Aray,  one  grilse,  41b.,  and  lost  another  fish  after 
jilaying  it  half  an  hour,  the  gaff  giving  way ; Mr 
Motherwell,  one  grilse,  3Jlb.,  and  lost  another, 

Inverness-sliire  ^Vaters.  — Last  week’s  angling 
record  on  the  Ness  was  the  best  this  season.  Fishing 
on  the  Ness  Castle  water.  Lord  Mount  Stephen  landed 
wree  nice  salmon.  On  the  Dochfour  water  General 
Godman  had  four  ; on  the  Bright  water,  Mr.  Boles  had 
three  grilse  ; and  on  the  Ballifeary  water  Mr.  Brougham 
landed  four  grilse.  Saturday  was  a free  day,  and  the 
local  anglers  landed  nine  grilse,  averaging  61b.  The 
weather  was  cold  and  boisterous  ; but  the  water  is  in 
good  ply,  and  the  prospects  for  the  incoming  week  are 

1 ‘n.  Aberchalder  beat  of  the  river 

Oich,  Mr.  Worth  landed  a grilse  of  61b.,  and  lost  another 
there  are  no  anglers  in  Loch  Ness,  but  on  Loch  Garry  a 
number  of  gentlemen  staying  at  Invergarry  Hotel,  are 
enjoying  good  sport. — Hison. 

Lochinver  and  Culagf  Hotels’  Waters  (Locli- 
inver,  N.B.).— Sport  for  September  up  to  date  has 
been  as  follows,  viz.  :-Sept.  1,  Dr.  Fenton,  thirty-six 
Hoiit,  lOIb.  ; Dr.  Bobbins,  seventeen  trout,  3Jlb.  • and 
Dr.  Almond,  one  salmon,  121b.,  one  grilse,  5Jlb.,  and  one 
M W ?T  ;;  Fenton,  twenty-four  trout,  61b. 

Mr.  C.  H Mason,  three  sea-trout,  2|lb.  ; 4th,  Dr.  Fenton 
twenty-three  trout,  61b. : Dr.  Robbins,  nineteen  trout 
/lb. ; and  Mr.  Wentworth,  ten  trout,  5Jlb.  ; 5th  Mr 
Gibson  one  grilse,  61b. ; 6th,  Mr.  C.  H.  Mason,  three  sea 
trouL  31b  and  Mr.  Wentworth,  twenty-seven  trout,  151b. 
7th,  Dr.  Fenton,  thirty-six  trout,  121b  , and  Dr.  Almond’ 
one  salmon,  lljlb.  ; 8th,  Mr.  C.  H.  Mason,  twenty-fon^ 
Fenton,  twenty -six  trout,  81b.,  and 
Dr.  Bobbins,  thirty-two  trout,  101b.;  11th,  Dr.  Fenton, 
thirty-four  trout  111b.  ; 12th,  Dr.  Bobbins,  thirty-nine 
Dr.  Fenton,  thirty  trout.  111b.  ; 18th 
Mr.  A.  Spurling  and  Mr.  J.  Goodall,  on  Turk,  twenty 
one  trout,  61b.,  and  one  sea-trout,  21b.;  Mr.  Francis 
thirteen  trout  41b.,  and  Dr.  Fenton,  on  Beannooh,  forty 
; 19th,  Mr.  Francis,  one  salmon,  8Jlb 
and  Mr.  Spurling,  forty-three  trout,  121b.  ; 20th,  Messrs 
Spurling  and  Goodall,  fifty-eight  trout,  291b.  ; 21st,  Mr 
,P.^,  , sea-trout,  6Hb.,  and  Messrs.  Hind  and 

Kirkbride,  forty  trout,  151b. ; 21st,  Mr.  Glazebrook,  four 
^ouL  -lb.  ; and  Dr.  Fenton,  eighteen  trout,  71b.  22nd 
Dr  Fenton  forty  trout,  161b.;  Mr.  Hind,  thirty  trout’ 
OJlb  ; and  Messrs.  Spurling  and  Goodall,  on  Fioun,  one 
trout,  7Jlb.,  and  thirty-seven  trout,  151b.  23rd  same 
anglers,  on  Pioun,  forty-six  trout.  261b.  ; Mr.  Boxburgh 
two  sea-trout,  2Jlb.  ; Mr.  Glazebrook,  four  sea-trout’ 

J.  1.  ' 

Loclimaddy  (North  Uist).-Weather  more  favour- 
able  last  few  days,  and  with  continuance  of  present  con- 
ditions till  end  of  season  first-class  sport  may  be  looked 
^r  Following  best  baskets  last  few  days : Colonel  F. 
Echalay  and  Mr.  B.  M.  Meyer,  on  Loch  Horisary,  on 
22nd,  had  ten  sea-trout,  261b. ; on  Vallay  Strand  and 
Loch  Aravichruari,  on  25th,  twelve  sea-trout,  201b.  and 
on  Loch  Skealtair,  on  26th,  a grilse  of  41b.,  and  51b.  sea- 
trout.— James  M.  Fraser. 

Loch  Rannoch.— The  following  sport  was  obtained 
by  anglers  from  Dunalastair  Hotel  : Sept.  21  Mr. 
Johnston,  Bexley,  on  loch,  nine  trout  ; Dr.  Cio’sslev’ 
London,  eight  trout ; Mr.  George  Blacklock,  Banbury 
mi  ri-^r,  two  trout ; Mr.  Barton,  three  trout.  Sept.  22’ 
Mr.  Channing,  London,  on  loch,  six  trout.  Sept.  23’ 
Air.  Kirby,  London,  on  loch,  two  trout  ' 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  Thurso,  N.B.).-Tbe  river  has 
been  so  flooded,  and  the  weather  so  stormy  that  nothing 
nas  been  done  since  last  reported.— McB 
_ Ness  (Iiiverness).-Although  the  water  continues 
m good  order,  the  angling  here  during  the  past  week 
has  been  poor.  On  the  Ne^s  Castle  water  on  the  25th 
Lord  Mount  Stephen  landed  one  grilse  7ilb.,  and  Lord 
Gillford  one  grilse  91b.  On  the  Bught  water,  Mr.  Boles 
landed  three  grilse.  Ballifeary  water,  Mr.  Brougham 
three  grilse.— Watson.  ^ 

Oichy. Mr.  Park,  Musselburgh,  fishing  from 
Inveroran  Hotel  on  Sept.  15,  had  one  salmon,  8Ib.  On 
- th,  Mr.  Metzlar,  London,  bad  one  salmon,  211b.  ; on 
-1st  same  gentleman  had  one  saliiion,  221b.  ; same 
gentleman,  on  22nd,  had  one  salmon,  9Jlb.  ; on  25th 
same  gentleman  had  two  salmon,  261b. ; on  26th,  Capt’ 

St.  George,  London,  had  one  salmon,  81b.  ; Mr.  Metzlar 
same  day,  had  one  salmon,  111b.  On  27th,  Capt.  St.’ 
G^rge  had  one  grilse,  51b.— Duncan  A.  Forbes 
Rliiconicli  Hotel.  - Sept.  19,  Mr.  Gilmour,  one 
salmon,  i.lb.,  one  sea-trout.  20th,  Mr.  Gilmour,  two 
salmon,  6Hb..  5Jlb.  21st,  Mr.  Gilmour,  three  salmon, 

>)o  u"’  io  grilse,  4Jlb.,  two  sea-trout,  3jlb. 

2..nd,  H Chadwick,  six  brown  trout;  Mr.  Gilmour,  one 
salmon,8,  b.,  one  grilse,  61b.  23rd,  Mr.  Gilmour,  one 
salmon  8Jlb  one  grilse,  5ilb.  ; Mrs.  Gilmour,  five  sea- 
trout  ; Mr.  Hardie,  five  sea-trout,  41b.  25th,  Mr.  Gilmour 
two  grilse,  51b.,  S^lb.  ; Mr.  Hardie,  thirteen  sea-trout’ 
l-Hb.  Weather  very  much  improved,  to-day  being  calm 
and  bright,  not  at  all  a fishing  day,  but  we  accept  it  all 
the  sarae  with  very  many  thanks.— J.  S. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters  (Scourie,  by  Lairs',  N.B.). 

The  weather  of  last  week  has  been  most  unfavourable 


but  a few  good  baskets  were  made.  The  following  are 
the  details  : Sept.  16,  Mr.  B.  Finlayson,  caught  eighteen 
trout.  17th,  Messrs.  Withers  and  Howard,  killed  nine 
trout.  On  the  20th  Mr.  Bilborough  caught  four  sea 
trout,  on  the  21st,  seven,  and  on  the  22nd,  four.— J.  Y. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— Pretty  good  sport  has  been 
fP^^TPere  of  late,  both  in  salmon  and  trout  angling 

South  of  Scotland. — There  is  just  a growing  fear 
among  anglers  in  this  part  of  the  country  that  the  back 
end  salmon  fishing  is  going  to  be  a failure  this  season. 
On  luesday  a little  rain  fell,  but  not  enough  to  improve 
the  waters.  Salmon  have  been  working  back  and 
forirord  in  the  tidal  parts  of  the  rivers  for  some  time. 
On  Wednesday!  morning  the  rise  in  the  waters  induced 
the  fish  to  head  inland.— The  Nith. — There  has  been 
w .iu  the  angling  on  this  river.  On 

Wednesday  morning  the  w.ater  rose  2ft.,  but  fish  have 
not  had  time  to  runup  to  the  different  reaches.  Trout 
fashing  has  been  very  poor,  and  most  of  the  anglers  have 
laid  past  their  trout  rods  for  the  season. — Annan  — This 
rjver,  was  up  IJft.  on  Wednesday.  On  Friday  Mr. 
McGiverin  was  reported  as  having  killed  a fresh  run 
salmon  of  181b.  in  the  Spittal  Pool.  On  Saturday  he 
killed  one  of  111b.,  and  another  on  Tuesday  of  61b.  or  71b. 
The  salmon  were  all  caught  in  the  pool  above  Annan 
Bridge  in  the  open  ticket  water.  In  the  Middle  waters, 
on  Saturday,  Mr.  McLean  killed  a fish  of  22Jlb.  in  the 
hour  Towns  water. — Border  Esk. — Bait-fishing  closes 
to-day  (Saturday),  and  all  anglers  must  use  nothing  but 
the  fly  from  this  date  until  the  season  closes  on  Oct.  31. — 
Ayrshire  Lochs  and  Bivers. — There  has  not  been 
any  decided  improvement  in  the  rivers  of  this  district. 
On  th^e  Girvan  last  week-end  a nice  salmon  was  killed. 
On  the  Ayr  and  some  of  the  local  streams  very  poor 
sport  has  been  had.  Loch  Finlas  and  Loch  Doon  have 
given  sonie  fair  trout  fishing.  — The  Galloway 
Bivers. — Local  anglers  report  no  better  sport,  and  the 
conditions  of  the  streams  show  little  improvement. 
Until  a flood  comes  there  can  be  no  back-end  salmon 
fishing  on  any  of  the  rivers  in  Galloway. — Heather- 
bell. 

Spey.  On  Thursday  and  Friday  of  last  week  the 
river  overflowed  its  banks,  the  rainfall  having  been  the 
heaviest  experienced  for  many  years.  There  has  been 
no  run  of  fish,  and  there  are  but  few  clean  ones  in  the 
On-  the  Ballindalloch  section  of  the  water 
Sir  George  Macpherson-Grant’s  fisherman,  Mr.  James 
Watt,  killed  a salmon  of  18Jlb.  and  two  grilse  of  5Jlb. 
AT Wester  Flchies  water,  on  Friday, 
Mr.  Micks  killed  a salmon  of  221b. ; on  Wednesday  Miss 
Eleanor  Smith  one  of  13.jlb, ; on  Thursday,  Sir  Archibald 
Smith  a grilse  of  41b.  ; and  on  this  day  week 
; while  from  the  upper  section  of  the  Easter 
Flchies  water,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  McKinnon,  Lord 
® gamekeeper,  landed  a salmon  weighing 
141b.,  and  on  Wednesday  another  of  22Jlb.  From 
toe  ^wer  section  of  the  same  water,  on  Tuesday, 
Mr.  Duff',  of  Drummuir,  landed  a salmon  of  121b.  ; and 
on  the  Glengrant  water.  Major  Grant,  Glengrant,  killed 
a salmon  of  161b.  and  two  grilse  of  81b.  and  91b. ; and 
Mrs.  Stewart-Menzies,  a salmon  of  121b.,  and  Mr 
Menzies,  one  of  201b.  Prince  Henry  of  Battenburg 
killed,  on  the  Duke  of  Bichmond  and  Gordon’s  water  at 
Fochabers,  a salmon  of  171b.  Some  very  good  trout 
fishing  has  been  enjoyed  in  the  heavy  water  with  bait 
the  trout  weighing  from  lib.  to  IJlb.— J.  M. 

Terry  (Lairg).— Some  fine  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  made  on  this  stream  lately.  On  Thursday  last 
Mr  J.  Young  killed  fifteen  fine  trout,  heaviest  scaling 
IJlb.— J.  Y.  ^ 

Upper  Shin  (Lairg). — On  the  higher  reaches  the 
^flowing  sport  was  obtiined,  namely: — Sept.  7,  Mr. 
Edward  K.  Young,  one  salmon  ; 8th,  the  Tressady  Lodge 
Pf'’,^A’,  131b.;  9th,  the  Achany  House  party,  two, 

PI  131b.  and  141b.  respectively;  12th,  Mr.  Fort,  one  of 
Jib.,  and  a basket  of  twenty-seven  trout  by  ladies  On 
iriday  last  Mr.  Marshall  killed  four  fine  salmon 
weighing  201b.,  191b.,  121b.,  and  91b. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh).— There  is  a slight  rise  in  the 
water  owing  to  some  heavy  showers,  but  not  sufficient 
to  improve  sport.  'This  week  only  a few  brace  of  trout 
were  killed.  However,  pike  in  great  numbers  were 
killed.  Several  reaches  of  this  river  have  been  cleared 
of  the  trout  by  the  pike,  which,  in  spite  of  so  many 
being  killed,  are  on  the  increase. 

Black-water  (Benhurb,  co.  Tyrone).— The  river 
IS  slightly  in  flood,  so  that  except  bait  fishing  there  is  no 
sport  to  chronicle.  Previously  Mr.  Mills  had  a few 
brace  of  trout.  No  salmon  have  been  killed  on  these 
reaches  yet,  but  there  is  yet  a full  month  of  the  season 
to  come. 

Buncrana  Lakes  and  Rivers.  — The  Crana  has 
been  swollen  in  the  past  few  days  by  the  rain,  and  has 
not  yet  got  into  ply.— J.  A.  B. 

Lough  Arrow  (co.  Sligo). — Sport  has  been  pretty 
fair  recently,  three  to  four  ’orace  of  trout  being  an 
average  bag'.  Pike  and  perch  are  taking"  well. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry)  — 
Sport  has  improved,  though  the  weather  has  been  far 
from  favourable  for  angling.  Major  Cresswell  has  had 
two  salmon  9Jlb  and  5Jlb. ; and  Mr.  Casey,  two, 
6Jlb.  and  5Jlb.  The  best  basket  of  trout  (nineteen)  was 
had  by  Mr.  Casey.  This  number  included  a dozen  nice 
sea-trout.  On  Waterville  river.  Dr.  McCann  landed  a 
salmon  Ojlb.  on  Friday,  and  the  Bev.  T.  Halloran 
two,  81b.  and  ilb.,  on  Monday. —Thos.  J.  Dennehy. 

Lough  Neagh.  Only  about  half  a dozen  salmon 
were  taken  in  the  nets  of  the  'Tyrone  shores  this  week 
The  pollen  fishery  is  standing  out  fairly,  and  also  night 


lining  for  eels.  Last  week  the  weather  was  so  boisterous 
that  many  of  the  boats  could  not  go  out.  This  season 
very  tew  large  pike  were  taken. 

(Castledawson,  co.  Derry). — This  beau- 
tiful  little  stream  has  at  last  received  a spate,  and  sport 
in  prospective  is  extremely  inviting.  Few  salmon  could 
heretofore  get  up  the  river,  as  it  was  very  low.  A 
few  brace  of  trout  were  killed  on  the  worm  this  week. 
The  river  will  be  in  order  for  fly-fishing  immediately. 

Mourue  and  Strule  (Newtonstewart,  co. 
Tyrone).  The  Monrne  is  in  flood  since  Tuesday,  and 
as  the  nets  are  off  below,  salmon  are  running  rapidly. 
The  22nd  inst.,Mr.  Witheron  bagged  one  salmon,  61b.; 
John  Sweeney,  two,  81b.  and  71b. ; James  Kirk,  one,  5 Jib.; 
Capt.  Hale,  one,  6Jlb.  23rd,  John  McGirr,  one,  61b. 
24th,  Mr.  Witheron,  one,  91b. ; John  Sweeney,  one,  101b. 
25th, ^Mr.  Witheron,  two,  81b.  and  51b.;  John  McGirr, 
one,  (lb.  ; Capt.  Hale,  two,  71b.  and  61b.  ; Mr.  Kyle, 
one,  71b.  ; Mr.  Vyse,  one,  51b.  The  prospects  of  sport 
to  the  end  of  the  season  (10th  prox.)  is  beyond  the  ordi- 
nary,  therefore  any  angler  who  purports  visiting  this 
station  should  do  so  at  once. — J. , A.  B. 

Owenea  (Ardara,  co.  Donegal).— After  a consider- 
able time  this  stream  has  at  last  got  into  form,  owing 
to  frequent  showers.  Angling  in  the  past  week  was 
confined  to  local  men,  who  captured  quite  a number  of 
grilse  and  salmon.  All  the  pools  are  well  stocked.  The 
season  closes  to-day  (Sept.  30).  On  the  whole  this 
season  'has  been  a remarkably  bad  one. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Heavy 
rain  continues  to  descend,  so  we  may  reasonably  expect 
a good  rise  in  the  river  by  the  end  of  the  week.  I 
look  forward  to  good  all-round  fishing  during  October, 
when  some  of  the  monster  salmon  that  have  been  dis- 
porting themselves  all  over  the  reserved  waters  for  so 
many  weeks,  will  surrender  themselves  to  the  rods  of 
some  of  the  English  anglers  who  have  rented  fisheries, 
here  for  that  month.  In  about  two  hours,  Mr.  J. 
Lyons  killed  three  grilse,  weighing  71b.,  71b.  and  61b. 
Every  prospect  of  grand  sport  next  month.  The  pike 
fishing on  Lough  Derg  is  excellent. — S.  J.  Hurley. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a list  of  piscatorial  patents,  which’ is 
applied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
Begistered  Patent  Agents,  and  Attorneys  for  British, 
Colonial,  and  Foreign  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade 
Marks,  76,  Chancery-lane,  Holborn,  W^.C.  All  inquiries 
answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers  : 
Applications  for  Patents. 

16,527.  Tebbo  Telben,  of  233,  Friedrichstrasse, 
Germany,  for  drawing  device  for  net-frames 
used  for  high-sea  fishing. 

1(,303.  John  Stewart,  of  London,  for  improvements  in 
spoon-bait  for  fishing. 

17,389.  Ebenezer  Beaven,  of  St.  Helier’s,  Hyde  Side, 
Edmonton,  Middlesex,  for  fish-hook  dis- 
gorger. 

Patent  Published. 

19,689  (1892).  Improvements  in  joints  for  fishing  rods. 

Patentee  : Mr.  S.  Allcock.  A fishing  rod 
ferrule,  with  a spiral  dome-covered  groove, 
extending  about  half  an  inch  up  one  end  of 
the  ferrule,  and  terminating  in  a slot.  On 
the  counter  ferrule  is  a stud  which,  when  in 
use,  is  placed  in  the  entrance  of  the  groove, 
and,  by  giving  the  joint  a half  turn,  the  stud 
travels  up  the  spiral  groove  and  enters  the 
slot,  thus  preventing  the  joint  working  loose 
when  in  use.  To  take  the  joint  apart  a half 
turn  given  to  the  joint  in  the  opposite 
direction  is  all  that  is  required. 

20,846  (1892).  Improved  eel  trap.  Patentee  : Mr.  A. 

Clifford.  Consists  of  a half-round  (or  other) 
cylinder,  composed  of  galvanised  wire 
netting  of  small  mesh  on  a light  galvanised 
iron  or  other  metal  frame.  One  or  both 
ends  of  the  cylinder  are  made  cone  shape, 
the  outer  ends  being  furnished  with  a 
flexible  wire  grating,  and  the  inside  or  taper 
ends  sharp  pointed  to  prevent  the  egress  of 
the  eels.  One  of  the  ends  is  detachable 
from  the  cylinder  and  secured  to  same  by 
hinge  and  stud  slot,  or  like  means,  for 
getting  at  the  interior  of  the  cylinder.  A 
perforated  metal  bait-box  is  placed  in  the 
centre  of  the  cylinder  to  entice  the  eels  into 
the  trap. 


TBOUT-FISHING  IN  TASMANIA. 

^ The  following  account  of  twelve  days’  fishing  in  the 
Great  Lake,  Tasmania,  appears  in  the  Australasian  : — 
“ With  three  rods  we  took  in  the  period  named  fifty- 
three^  fish,  weight  4701b.,  averaging  91b.,  the  heaviest 
in(iividual  fish  taken  being*  17flb.  Great  Lake  is  about 
the  centre  of  the  island,  3,O00ft.  up  among  the  moun- 
tains. It  can  be  reached  from  several  points.  Via 
Tunbridge,  Hamilton,  &c.,  the  journey  is  attended  with 
no  particular  discomfort.  Our  party  of  three  left 
Launceston  on  March  30,  and  proceeded  by  train  to 
Tunbridge,  on  the  main  line  of  railway,  taking  next 
morning  a buggy  and  pair  for  |Interlaken.  In  about 
seven  miles  we  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  Western  Tier. 
There  we  got  down,  and  walked  up  the  ascent — a pretty 
tough  job,  rising  l,900ft.  in  four  miles.  From  the 
summit  to  Lakes  Sorrell  and  Crescent  we  took  the  trap 
for  it.  At  two  o’clock,  after  resting  at  Interlaken 
House,  we  made  a fresh  start  for  the  Steppes,  and  by 
six  p.m.  reached  our  halting  place  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
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Arthur  Lakes  and  Lagroon  of  Islands.  We  arrived  at 
the  Great  Lake  at  inidniglit. 

“Next  dav  (April  2)  was  rough  and  boisterous,  but  we 
wore  eager  for  the  fray,  having  unpacked  our  rods,  which 
consisted  of  locally  made  and  of  split  cane  imported 
ones — the  former  costing  about  30s.,  and  fairly  stiff, 
from  lift,  to  14ft.  proving  excellent.  Our  reels  were 
patent  Mallock ; lines,  Bartleet’s  best  braided  silk 
waterproof,  100  yards  in  length.  The  water  of  the  lake 
being  very  clear,  wo  used  single-gut  traces.  Our  natural 
bait  consisted  of  jolly-tails  (Qalaxias  alfenuata),  caught 
in  Launceston,  and  preserved  in  salt  or  glycerine. 
These  we  used  on  the  Chapman  spinner,  and  Bartleot’s 
Archer  spinner.  The  lake  varies  in  depth  considerably, 
but  there  are  very  few  places  you  cannot  wade  out  from 
ten  to  twenty  yards,  and  in  man.y  to  one  or  two  hundred, 
the  average  depth  being  from  2ft.  to  3ft.  For  this  you 
require  waterproof  stockings  or  trousers,  wearing  good 
strong  boots  over  them.  The  bottom  is  composed  of 
rounded  boulders,  shingle,  and  rocks,  and  tires  you  con- 
siderably if  you  walk  much.  About  eleven  o’clock  we 
sallied  out  for  the  Shannon  and  South  Shore,  determined 
to  give  that  part  of  the  lake  a good  trial.  We  fished 
and  fished  all  the  day  long  and  caught  nothing,  but  came 
home  drenched,  frozen,  and  hungry.  On  April  30  we 
fished  to  the  River  Shannon,  then  tried  the  river  below 
the  bridge,  where  the  veteran  of  our  party  took  a nice 
fish  of  81b.  Not  long  after  we  found  him  up  to  his  waist 
in  water  with  his  reel  running.  A fine  fish  leaped  out  of 
the  water,  with  fully  fifty  yards  of  line,  and  shook  him- 
self violently  to  get  free.  The  veteran  having  got  into 
shallower  water  gave  him  the  butt,  and  after  about 
twenty  minutes  succeeded  in  landing  a magnificent  fish 
of  161b.,  hooked  with  the  natural  bait.  We  got  no 
more  that  day.  April  4 was  cold  and  wet.  We  rowed 
across  Swan  Bay  and  fished  the  north  shore.  The 
young  man  of  our  party  was  in  luck  to-day,  catching  one 
of  IClb.  and  another  of  61b.  April  5 was  an  unlucky 
day,  cold  and  wet.  At  night  we  tried  again.  I had 
given  my  last  casts,  but,  like  a theatrical  manager, 
ultimately  tried  an  extra  one  for  luck  ; when  almost  the 
first  turn  of  the  reel  I struck  hard  and  fast  into  a good 
fish.  He  was  very  game,  and  gave  me  considerable 
trouble,  rushing  continually  and  jumping  out  of  the 
water.  However,  I managed  to  keep  a good  strain  on, 
and  at  last  got  a glimpse  of  a monster.  I believed  I 
had  the  biggest  fish  ever  taken  upon  the  lake ; therefore, 
I handled  him  very  carefully,  and  did  not  attempt  to  gaff 
him  till  his  broad  side  lay  glittering  quietly  in  the 
cloudy  moonlight.  Then  I put  it  into  him,  and  made 
for  the  shore,  some  thirty  yards  off,  the  happiest  man 
in  the  world,  and  pictured  the  looks  of  my  unsuccessful 
mates  when  I should  produce  him.  Here  a mighty  kick 
interrupted  my  thoughts,  just  as  I was  about  to  step 
ashore,  and  my  beauty  was  gone.  The  gaff  had 
straightened  right  out.  Three  fish  were  caught  on 
April  6 hy  the  young  man  and  the  Levite.  On  our 
sixth  day  out  we  had  lovely  weather — one  fish. 

“ On  April  8,  our  seventh  day,  we  fished  round  the 
Beehive  to  capture  a 30- pounder  known  to  disport  him- 
self in  that  locality.  Up  to  lunch-time  two  fish,  9Jlb. 
and  51h.,  rewarded  our  exertions.  After  that  the  fun 
began.  The  young  man  secured  a splendid  specimen, 
171b.,  on  the  natural  bait ; then  for  an  hour  or  so  little 
was  done  till  a fine  12-pounder  was  landed. 

On  the  eighth  day  out  came  the  veteran  with  bis 
split  cane  rod,  new  line  and  trace  being  duly  adjusted. 
We  fished  all  the  morning  for  nothing.  After  lunch  we 
caught  three  fish — the  veteran,  after  days  of  disappoint- 
ment, landing  two,  9JIb.  and  111b. 

“ The  ninth  day  yielded  six  line  fish. 

“ Our  tenth  was  a thorough  fishing  day  for  the  Great 
Lake.  We  were  astir  early.  Two  went  in  the  boat  to 
fish  between  the  island  and  the  river.  At  lunch  time 
they  returned  loaded.  The  young  man  had  secured  five 
fish — 4jlb.,  7Jlb.,  91b.,  111b.,  and  111b.  respectively  ; and 
his  mate  one  good  fish.  Each  had  had  a great  number 
of  runs.  We  did  not  linger,  as  such  a chance  might  not 
readily  occur  again.  At  it  we  went,  with  the  result  that 
by  dark  we  had  made  up  our  total  to  twelve  fish, 
weighing  just  over  1201b. 

“ The  eleventh  day  broke  very  bright  and  clear  with 
a light  wind.  We  did  not  fish  much  in  the  morning,  but 
shot  some  duck.  In  the  afternoon  and  evening  we 
secured  some  fine  fish,  41b.,  51b.,  9jlb.,  111b.,  and  111b. 

“ Next  day,  by  luncheon,  we  had  two  fish,  one  121b. 
and  the  other  .51b.  In  the  afternoon  the  wind  came,  and 
we  had  a busy  time,  making  up  our  total  to  seven  fish, 
weight  46^1b.  Our  driver  lost  a horse,  so  that  we  had 
an  extra  day — April  13.  The  fish  were  exceedingly 
game,  the  twelve  caught  weighing  98|lb.  So  ended  our 
trip,  we  having  had  the  satisfaction  of  taking  the  finest 
lot  on  record.  The  Great  Lake  abounds  with  splendid 
trout.  The  stocking  of  this  lake  was  one  of  the  greatest 
acclimatisation  achievements  of  the  Tasmanian  Fish 
Commissioners,  and  shows  the  wisdom  of  breeding  in 
secluded  places,  where  the  fish  have  an  opportunity  to 
increase  and  multiply  without  being  disturbed.” 


Leather  Fishing  Boots,  after  lying  by  for  some 
time,  are  apt  to  become  very  hard  and  dry  ; when  this 
is  the  case  they  should  be  soaked,  in  luke-warm  water 
until  they  get  soft,  and  after  that,  well  greased  with  a 
little  mutton  suet  or  neat’s-foot  oil  for  the  first  dress- 
ing ; and  when  they  are  soft  enough,  put  on  any  good 
dressing  recommended  for  making  boots  waterproof. 
On  first  wearing  your  leather  boots,  after  they  have  lain 
by  for  some  time,  you  must  not  be  surprised  to  find  that 
they  leak,  and  probably  a good  deal;  but  this  will  cease 
after  two  or  three  days’  use. 

When  a musician  goes  fishing  does  he  cast-a-net  in 
the  hope  of  catching  a bassoon  ? 


HIGHLAND  FISHING  INNS. 

The  Saturday  Review  is  responsible  for  the  following : 
“ Misfortune  and  Highland  inns  bring  a man  acquainted 
with  strange  bedfellows,  and  other  melancholy  matters. 
The  Highland  inn  is  of  all  sorts,  and  many  sizes,  iier- 
haps  the  bigger  the  worse,  or  the  smaller  the  better. 
There  are  huge  caravanserais,  wherein  you  seem  to  bo  in 
a dingier  and  less  exhilarating  Switzerland.  They  are 
planted  beside  railways,  as  near  lochs  as  possible,  and 
contain  some  hundreds  of  guests.  Every  Highland  inn 
makes  some  kind  of  pretence  of  providing  fishing  ; the 
bigger  the  hotel  the  worse  the  sport,  as  a general  rule. 
The  talk  is  chiefly  of  trout ; ‘ Sur  les  mcnurs  de  la  (ruite 
on  n’est  pas  flx(5,’  says  a French  authority.  If  there  is 
no  certainty  on  the  matter  it  is  not  for  want  of  discus- 
sion. The  great  problem  of  the  Highland  hotel  is,  ‘ Why 
don’t  they  take  f ’ for  they  never  do  take ; ‘ that  you 
may  lay  to.’  Flither  there  has  been  no  rain,  or  there  has 
been  too  much  rain,  or  ‘they  are  expeckin’  mair  ra,in,’ 
or  there  is  no  breeze,  or  there  is  a mighty  rushing  wind. 
A spirit  of  discontent  broods  over  tbe  angling  inmates 
of  the  Highland  hotel-;  their  lives  are  full  of  seriousness 
because  they  cannot  catch  fish  enough,  or,  for  that 
matter,  fish  at  all.  Sad-visaged  men  tell  you  that  five  years 
ago  salmon  were  more  common  than  tiny  trout  are  to-day. 
Whence  this  decline,  and  wherefore,  in  a sheet  of  water 
about  as  big  as  Rutlandshire,  have  fish  become  so  scanty 
or  so  crafty?  The  badge  and  symbol  of  Hope  should  be, 
not  an  anchor,  but  a fishing-rod.  There  are  so  many 
of  these  being  carried  uselessly  about  the  country  that 
a person  of  any  delicacy  blushes  to  be  seen  with  the 
badge  of  sanguine  futility  in  his  possession.  Even  if 
he  is  travelling  from  the  seat  of  a duke  of  many  salmon 
to  a marquess  of  many  sea-trout,  he  feels  that  his  rod 
marks  him  out  as  one  of  a credulous  multitude,  the 
eternally  disappointed  children  of  Walton.  These  men 
work  far  more  than  an  eight-hour  day  on  the  face  of  the 
loch,  under  wind  and  rain,  without  a single  chance  of 
catching  31b.  weight  of  fish.  They  toil,  like  St.  Peter 
and  his  brethren  ; and,  like  them,  to  no  result.  This 
affects  the  temper,  begets  pessimism,  bad  language,  and 
a scowling  humour  of  discontent.  Such  men  find 
nothing  good,  and  are  apt  to  mumur  at  the  toughness  of 
the  hotel  mutton,  and  that  strange  quality  of  hotel 
whiskey,  which  tastes  as  if  it  had  been  strained  through 
the  oil  used  for  anointing  machinery.  Mr.  Louis 
Stevenson  has  publicly  blasphemed  against  the  whiskey 
sold  in  the  county  of  Hampshire.  It  is  better  than 
some  that  is  vended  in  the  inns  of  Argyleshire,  at  all 
events  ; even  as  there  are  trout  in  Hants,  but  none  in 
hotel  waters  much  bigger,  deeper,  and  more  picturesque. 
The  female  anglers  bear  up  against  disappointment 
more  bravely,  on  the  whole,  than  the  males.  They  are 
now  a large  and  pertinacious  tribe  ; they  may  be  seen  in 
waders  splashing  about  from  Yarrow  to  Cape  Wrath. 
The  persons  most  of  all  to  be  pitied  are  the  gillies.” 


ODDS  AND  ENDS  OF  JACK  SPINNING. 

Twisted  Minnow. 

If  the  bait  is  spinning  through  the  water  and  you  feel 
a tremulous  tug,  strike — the  wonder  is  he  isn’t 
hooked — if  he  isn’t,  it  might  be  better  to  stop  bait  and 
draw  again.  As  is  well  known,  it  is  at  the  last — at  the 
bank — that  the  lively  time  is.  Bear  in  mind  one  or  two 
things.  There  is  a rule  : Say,  if  the  bait  is  going  and 
you  get  a pull,  strike  ; but  if  the  bait  is  still  (near  the 
bank)  and  the  fish  goes  for  it,  you  must  wait  till  he’s  got 
it — bait  moving,  strike  : bait  still,  wait  till  he’s  got  it. 
If  it  is  at  your  feet,  and  he  goes  for  it,  don't  be  in  a flurry 
— watch — he  may  miss  it.  Move  it  a little — he’ll  make 
a second  dash  for  it,  like  a hawk  after  a bird.  If  he’s 
just  got  it  at  the  last  of  line,  raise  rod  well  up  with 
stick,  or  he’ll  not  hold.  If  it’s  a feeble  business,  you 
bet,  he’ll  be  oft'.  The  other  day,  a small  jack  followed 
in  to  bank  after  bait,  and,  bait  drawn  out,  thrust  his 
head  and  neck  out  of  water,  paused,  then  turned  his 
face  to  me,  saw  me,  and  drew  off  moat  comically  quickly. 

If  you  have  trees,  &c.,  at  the  bank,  preventing  swing- 
ing line  out  to  left  for  the  throw,  there  are  two  ways  of 
getting  it  out.  Swing  the  bait  in  towards  you  from  the 
left  and  urge  it  out  in  a low  level  circle,  taking  care 
that  the  culmination  and  release  occur  still  to  the  left 
in  the  circle’s  segment ; the  segment  will  then  be  com- 
pleted, and  the  bait  finally  flow  out  still  more  to  the 
right,  and  straight  cut.  The  other  method  is  to  fling 
the  bait  above  your  head,  over  bushes,  low  nut  trees, 
&c.,  and  swing  it  straight  forw'ard  and  out  like  a fly; 
but  it  may  catch  at  the  top  ring  by  the  violence  down- 
wards. Still  better  if  you  can,  after  flinging  it  over  the 
bushes,  either  give  it  the  circular  impulse  round  from 
the  left,  spoken  of  just  now.  Of  course,  the  main 
object  is  to  get  the  force  of  bait  in  a line  with  rings. 
If  the  water  is  singularly  full  of  weed,  shallow,  &c.,  this 
downward  impact  on  the  water  is  bad  for  weed-catch, 
as  you  cannot  recover  for  the  draw  before  the  hooks 
have  caught.  My  remarks  about  throwing  are  particu- 
larly applicable  where  for  reasons  (small  bait,  shallow 
water),  you  have  not  much  weight  on  the  line,  and  want 
to  make  the  most  of  the  impulse. — A.  C.  H. 


A 'Warning. — One  of  the  best  anglers  we  know 
writes:  “ I hope  you  have  had  some  good  fishing  this 
last  season.  As  for  me,  I have  hardly  wetted  a line, 
being  completely  enslaved  by  this  wretched  golf.  I often 
wish  I had  never  touched  a golf  club.”  The  only  con- 
solation to  be  got  out  of  such  a confession  is  that  our 
friend’s  brother  members  of  the  fishing  club  he  belongs 
to  must  have  had  more  than  their  usual  share  of  trout 
this  season. 

'Which  are  the  laziest  fish  in  the  sea? — Oysters — 
> because  they  are  always  found  in  beds; 


l,epatts  from  Clubs 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Momiug(.  Thursday  night’s  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  piost  on  Friday  morning.  Address  “ Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,” 
marked  “^Club  Report  ” outside  envelope. 


Anglers’  Association. — The  monthly  meeting  of 
the  general  committee  will  take  place  on  Monday  next, 
Oct.  2,  at  8. .30. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers’  Association  "Visiting  List  (Eastern 
District  No.  2). — The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  take 
place  at  the  Amicable  Waltonians,  The  Sun,  Sutton- 
street,  Clerkenwell.  Date  not  yet  to  hand.  Secretaries 
will  oblige  by  noting  that  the  St.  Luke’s  Brothers 
Angling  Society,  held  at  the  White  Bear,  Bartholomew- 
square,  St.  Luke’s,  is  now  on  the  list. — F.  Thorling. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.— I beg  to  acknow- 
ledge, with  thanks,  the  receipt  of  7s.  3^d.  collected  on 
the  24th  inst.,  at  the  Slough  F'ree  Competition  for 
prizes  given  by  Mr.  E.  Cook,  of  the  Brickmakers’  Arms, 
Slough. — R.  Ghurney. 

Aberdeen  Biockfishers. — The  annual  autumn  com- 
petition of  the  Aberdeen  Amateur  Rockfishers’  Associa- 
tion took  place  on  the  occasion  of  the  Aberdeen  autumn 
holiday  on  Monday.  The  weather  was  somewhat  cold, 
but  there  was  a large  turn  out  of  members,  the  object 
of  the  meeting  having  a charitable  as  well  as  a sportive 
attraction.  Numerous  valuable  prizes  were  offered,  and 
for  these  there  was  keen  competition.  The  prize-winners 
were  : Alexander  Douglas,  591b.  loz.  : E.  Riddell, 

561b.  3oz. ; J.  Wilson,  491b.  ; R.  Beattie,  431b.  ; J.  Cruden, 
361b,  3oz.  ; William  Geddes,  341b.  lOoz.  ; J.  Woodman, 
261b.  4oz. ; J.  Gibson,  161b.  13oz.  ; J.  Inch,  171b.  9oz.  ; 
A.  Mowatt,  151b.  1.5oz.  ; D.  Main,  151b.  ; J.  Ronald, 
111b.  15oz.  ; J.  Linton,  91b.  4oz.  ; J.  Robb,  21b.  7oz.  ; 
Max  Palmer,  11b.  7oz.  The  catches  were  sent  to  the 
Royal  Infirmary  and  Sick  Children’s  Hospital.  Two 
special  prizes— a gold  medal  by  Councillor  Maitland  for 
the  heaviest  basket,  and  a silver  one  by  Mr.  A.  Sangster, 
81,  Park-street,  for  the  lightest  catch— were  won  G A. 
Douglas  and  Max  Palmer  respectively.  The  fact  that  a 
prize  was  to  be  awarded  for  the  smallest  catch  was  not 
made  known  to  the  competitors. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Cowley  Arms, 
Cowley-road,  Brixton,  S.W. — (President,  Albert  Cheva- 
lier).— I beg  to  remind  members  that  there  are  several 
prizes  for  Oct.  1,  go  where  you  like  overnight,  and  all 
fish  to  weigh.  I shall  be  glad  if  members  will  attend 
early  next  Wednesday  for  important  business. — W.  H. 
Bryant. 

Alma  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach  and 
Horses,  Portsmouth-place,  Lincoln’s  Inn  Fields. — Since 
last  report  the  following  have  weighed-in  : J.  Drew, 
W.  Hall,  S.  Cutbush,  A.  Hill,  W.  Hopping,  W.  Stewart, 
G.  Marriott.  Mr.  J.  W.  Hall  ha.s  been  elected  a working 
member.  I hope  members  will  show'  up  in  force  next 
'Tuesday,  as  the  balance-sheet  will  be  ready,  and  we 
wish  to  arrange  an  outing.  Business  to  commence  at 
9 o’clock  sharp. — G.  Marriott. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Paced 
Stag,  Worship-square. — On  the  24th  inst.  Mr.  Haynes 
weighed-in  some  fine  roach  and  dace,  thus  saving  us 
from  a blank  and  winning  the  prize  for  the  month  ; Mr. 
Harding  winning  the  perch  prize  for  the  month.  Our 
next  outing  takes  place  at  St.  Margaret’s  (from  bridge 
to  railway  bridge  above,  tow-path  only),  on  Oct.  15. — 
T.  G.  Hutchins. 

Amicable  Bxcelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea. — Our  next  match  will 
take  place  at  Windsor,  on  Oct.  1,  from  Eton  Bridge  to 
the  White  Lodge  ; tow-path  only  ; jack  barred.  All  to 
start  fir.st  train  from  Clapham  Junction.  Sept.  24, 
Messrs.  Lovett  and  Bailey  weighed-in  a nice  show  of 
roach  and  dace. — James  Rich. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
Sun,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — On  the  24th 
inst.  several  of  our  members  were  out,  but  were  not 
very  successful,  only  a few  members  weighing-in.  Mr. 
Hake,  roach;  Mr.  Lambarth,  jun.,  dace  : Mr.  J.  Nunn, 
roach  ; and  Mr.  Tomkins  roach.  Next  Thursday  being 
quarterly  night,  members  are  requested  to  attend. — 
E.  R.  Embleton. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society.  — The 

quarterly  meeting  was  held  on  Wednesday  last  with  a 
large  attendance  of  members  ; a good  amount  of 
business  w'as  got  through,  with  Mr.  Smith  in  the  chair. 
The  final  arrangements  were  made  for  the  punt  match, 
which  is  to  take  place  at  Twickenham  on  Oct.  1.  Messrs. 
Mallet  and  C.  "iVatkins  were  aiipointed  as  stewards  to 
search  the  wells  and  give  the  signal  to  start  from  Mr. 
Barnsly’s  Queen’s  Head  Tavern.  There  are  seven 
prizes  to  compete  for,  two  of  which  are  open  to  honorary 
members.  Prizes  for  the  quarter  were  handed  to 
Messrs.  Palmer,  Scott,  Mallet,  Hixon,  Wade,  Neave, 
Barrett,  and  Smith.  'The  donation  of  lOs.  6d.,  sent  to 
the  Flint  Defence  Fund,  has  been  duly  returned  by  the 
hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  Crumplen  ; also  receipt  produeed  for 
lO.s.  6d.  sent  to  the  fund  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Talbot, 
whose  husband  was  drowned  at  Pulborough.  Members 
are  requested  to  attend  the  Central  Visit  at  the  Burton 
on  Monday  next,  also  to  put  in  an  appearance  at  next 
week’s  meeting  to  discuss  balance-sheet  and  arrange 
for  the  bank  outing  for  monthly  series  on  Oct.  8. — D. 
Davies. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Hotel,  Queen’s-road,  Battersea. — 'The  match  fixed  for 
Southend  on  Oct.  1 is  postponed  until  further  notice. 
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On  the  24th  inst.  Mr.  J.  Antliff  weig'hed-in  a splendid 
show  of  bream  and  roach  from  the  Arnn  ; two  of  the 
roach  g’oing’  11b.  l.">oz.  and  11b.  7oz. — the  lot  weighing 
271b.  Members  are  reqnested  to  attend  on  Tuesday  for 
date  of  next  outing.  — Geo.  Miuiford. 

Battersea  United  Piscatorials,  Lord  Ranelagh, 
Verona-street,  S.W. — On  the  27th  inst.,  Mr.  E.  Wilson 
weighed-in  chub.  t!lb.  Cjoz.,  and  Mr.  Mackrell,  chub, 
41b.  4oz.  Members  who  intend  competing  in  our  punt 
match  are  reqnested  to  register  their  names  on  Wednes- 
day evening  next,  Oct.  4,  in  order  that  punts  may  be 
engaged. — A.  Trowbridge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Ang'ling  Society. — Our 
worthy  host,  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd,  weighed-in  a nice 
show  of  barbel  from  the  Thames  on  the  22nd  inst. 
The  result  of  the  competition  at  Pnlborough  for  the 
September  series  of  prizes  was  very  poor,  Mr.  J.  Smith 
being  top  weight  with  2!b.  1.5oz.  ; Mr.  Hamp,  2nd  ; and 
Mr.  Allum,  3rd.  Members  please  notice  that  on  and 
after  the  28th  inst.  the  weekly  meeting  night  will  be 
Thursday  instead  of  Friday. — A.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angrlingr  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street. — Our  annual  dinner  and  match  took 
place  on  the  24th  inst.,  at  Woking,  twent.y-five  members 
sitting  down  to  a good  dinner  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel. 
The  following  gentleman  took  prizes  : Mr.  J.  Foster, 
first  prize,  and  heaviest  fish  : Mr.  J.  Barker,  second,  and 
also  piize  for  married  anglers;  Mr.  Downes,  third. 
Several  others  had  fish,  but  not  enough  to  take  a prize. 

I wish  to  remind  members  that  the  photos  taken  on  the 
24th  inst.  will  be  ready  on  Wednesday  next.  All  members 
in  arrears  kindly  settle  up  as  soon  as  possible. — J. 
Foster. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Anglingf  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  W.C. — On  the  24th  inst.  we 
had  our  first  blank  this  season.  Ten  shillings  has  been 
voted  for  the  Preservation  of  Waters  Fund.  I hope 
all  members  will  try  and  attend  on  Oct.  4 to  give  our 
new  host  a good  greeting. — D.  Warren. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society. — Wednesday  next, 
Oct.  4,  is  the  date  fixed  for  the  invitation  dinner 
given  by  Mr.  Rome,  our  worthy  host,  at  7.30  p.in.  I 
shall  be  pleased  if  members  will  let  me  know  by  Oct.  1, 
at  latest,  whether  the.v  will  be  able  to  be  present. — J.H. 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  VI.,  King  Edward-street,  Liverpool-road. — On 
the  13th  inst.  Mr  Bass  had  a very  nice  show  of  roach  ; on 
the  17th,  Mr.  Maynard  bream,  these  gentlemen  winning 
two  monthly  prizes  for  September.  Our  annual  dinner 
the  will  take  place  on  Oct.  8 at  Pulborough. — Hy.  Tame. 

Burton  Piscatorials,  Globe,  Derby-street.  King’s 
Cross. — The  only  members  weighing-in  roach  and  dace  on 
the  21th  inst.  were  C.  Roberts,  41b.  loz.  ; A.  Richards, 
21b.  13(OZ.  ; W.  Symes,  11b.  2voz.  Mr.  Rosenthal  has 
offered  a pair  of  oil  paintings  and  a choice  case  of 
perfume  to  be  fished  for,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Clarbour,  a 
solid  leather  tackle  case  and  a hank  of  best  gut  as  a 
prize.  I hope  brother  anglers  will  keep  in  mind  our 
Central  visit  on  Monday  next,  Oct.  2. — C.  Roberts. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society.— Since  last 
report  the  following  have  weighed  in : Messrs.  R. 
Lashw'ood,  bream ; T.  Howell,  a nice  tray  of  roach 
(heaviest  fish,  lib.  OJoz.):  J.  Allen,  roach  and  dace; 
and  P.  Heester,  roach  and  dace.  It  was  decided  at  our 
last  meeting  night  that  we  fish  for  prizes  on  Oct.  15. 
Conditions  to  be  arranged  at  the  meeting  previous  to 
match. — O.  Jones. 

Central  Association. — The  usual  monthly  delegate 
meeting  will  take  place  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  on  Monday  next,  Oct.  2, 
at  !l  p.m. 

Central  Visiting  List. — The  next  visit,  to  the 
Burton  Piscatorials,  will  take  place  on  Monday,  Oot.  2, 
at  their  clubhouse.  The  Globe.  Derby-street,  King’s 
Cross,  and  I hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  a 
crowded  room  on  this  occasion.  The  Burtouites,  with 
their  secretary,  Mr.  Roberts,  are  one  of  the  beat  visiting 
clubs  on  my  list. — Charley  Watling. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting  List. 
—A  successful  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  tue  Sey- 
mour Brothers,  on  Wednesday  evening,  Mr.  F.  Moore, 
in  the  chair ; pianist,  Mr.  T.  Eallett.  The  folloroicg 
fourteen  clubs  were  represented : Great  Northern 

Brothers,  Lincoln,  City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun. 
Seymour  Brothers,  Eustonian.  Amicable  Waltonians, 
Bloomsbury  Brothers,  Alma,  North  London,  Camden, 
Royal  George,  Midland,  Burton  Piscatorials,  and 
Patriotic.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Eustonian  Ang- 
ling Society,  held  at  the  King’s  Arms,  Swinton-street, 
Gray’s  Inn-road.  Date  later  on. — F.  Casteel. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W. — The  match  was  continued  on  the  24th  inst. 
Messrs.  F.  Smith  and  A.  Smith,  taking  first  and  second 
prizes,  being  the  only  two  taking  fish.  There  are  ten 
prizes  for  Oct.  1.  Same  conditions.  Tuesday  next  being 
• luarterly  night  I hope  all  members  will  attend  to 
arrange  for  the  concert. — A.  Smith. 

Copenhagen  Angling  Society.-  On  the  24th inst. 
Messrs.  Collier  and  Talbot  brought  in  a nice  show  of 
carp.  On  Thursilay  we  had  a grand  show  of  fish  : Mr. 
Stevens,  jack  and  roach  ; Mr.  Thomas,  roach  ; and  Mr. 
Talbot,  a grand  show  of  roach  from  Ware  (some  of  them 
going  close  on  a pound).  We  had  a good  show  of  fish  on 
the  21st.  I have  to  thank  all  anglers  who  supported  us 
at  our  Etnoking  concert,  which  was  a grand  success. — 
R.  Pitt. 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorial 
Society,  Middlesex  Arms,  34,  Clerkenwell-green. — 
Since  my  last  report  the  members  have  not  been  doing 
much  owing  to  the  waters  being  out  of  condition.  A 
good  muster  turned  up  at  Cheshunt,  but  only  two  got 
fish,  Mr.  C.  Glover  taking  first  prize  ; Mr.  Ritty,  2nd. 
The  next  day’s  outing  will  take  place  at  Amberley,  on 


Oct.  8,  for  several  prizes.  Through  great  alterations 
taking  place  at  our  club-house,  our  weekly  meetings 
have  been  held  at  the  Sessions  House  Hotel,  where  a 
ooncert  will  take  place  on  Monday,  Oct.  16,  for  the 
benefit  of  our  late  secretary,  Mr.  George  Rogers,  who 
has  been  out  of  employment  for  over  fifteen  months, 
when  I hope  he  will  have  a bumper. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  the  24th  a few  members 
out,  but,  owing  to  the  bright  water,  sport  was  very  poor. 
Messrs.  Pocock,  Webber,  and  Cogswell  weighed-in  some 
very  nice  roach,  dace,  and  bream.  Members  please 
note  that  Tuesday,  Oct.  3,  will  be  general  meeting 
niglit.— S.  Malbt. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints-road,  Westbourne  Park. — On  the  24th  inst., 
our  third  match  of  the  season  took  place  for  seven 
prizes,  one  being  a handsome  walking  stick,  given  by  Mr. 
Fricker,  fishing  tackle  maker,  of  Harrow-road.  Mr. 
Foster,  first,  51b.  15oz.,  dace  and  roach  ; Mr.  Kent, 
second,  31b.,  dace  ; Mr.  C.  Dicks,  third,  lib.  15oz., 
roach:  G.  Dicks,  fourth,  lib.  13oz.,  dace;  Mr.  A. 
Barrett,  fifth,  11b.  12ioz.,  dace;  Mr.  Walford,  sixth, 
lib.  loz.,  roach;  Mr.  W.  Jenkins,  Mr.  Lumley,  Mr. 
Abbott,  Mr.  F.  Barrett,  and  Mr.  Millett  weighed-in. — W. 
Jenkins. 

Bpsom  Angling  Society. — On  Monday  next  we 
commence  our  “ reading  ” season.  Since  my  last  report 
sport  down  this  way  has  been  rather  dull,  the  following 
only  having  weighed-in  : — H.  Vickery,  barbel  ; George 
Miles,  bream  and  roach  (a  chub,  going  31b.  3oz.,  and 
caught  on  a tight  fine  gnt  line,  was  sent  to  Mr.  J.  R. 
Richardson,  of  Kingston-on-Thames,  to  set  up)  ; H. 
McLean,  roach  ; and  E.  W.  Hailes,  barbel,  41b.  13oz. — 
Edw.  Wm.  Hailes. 

Free  Anglers  (Crewe). — The  members  of  this  club 
fished  a match  at  Nantwich,  on  the  23rd  inst. ; the 
prizes  were  varied  and  useful.  The  weather  was  most 
unfavourable,  a high  raw  wind,  attended  by  frequent 
showers  of  hail,  causing  the  competitors  much  annoy- 
ance ; consequently  the  weight  of  fish  landed  was  very 
meagre. — H.  Oliver. 

General  Post  Office  Angling  Society. — Sincemy 
last  report  we  have  had  several  good  shows  of  fish, 
amongst  them  being  jack  taken  by  Mr.  Atmore.  heaviest 
fish  8jlb.  Mr.  Greenaway  had  some  fine  roach  from  Pul- 
borough, heaviest  lib.  5oz..  also  many  others  averaging 
lib.  each.  I am  pleased  to  say  that  we  have  enrolled 
several  new  members,  and  have  still  I'oom  for  more. 
Members  in  outside  districts  please  use  your  influence 
to  persuade  brother  officers  to  join. — L.  W.  Donne. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Foley-street. — On  the  24th  inst.  a number  of  our  members 
were  out,  but  met  with  poor  success.  Messrs.  Green, 
Bailey,  and  Trowbridge  showed  some  pretty  roach, 
dace,  and  gudgeon,  one  roach  lib.  loz.,  and  several  up- 
wards of  lOoz.  Entries  for  the  match  at  Langford  will 
close  on  Saturday,  Oct.  7. — John  Goatlet. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn,  Church- 
street,  Shoreditch.  — Our  concert  takes  place  next 
Tuesday,  Oct.  3,  on  behalf  of  the  General  Preservation 
fund.  I trust  all  members  will  try  and  be  present. 
Those  who  cannot  will  please  send  a small  donation 
towards  so  good  a cause,  and  thus  make  the  collection 
worthy  of  our  society. — R.  Murphy. 

Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Society. — The 
seventh  and  last  bottom  fishing  match  for  the  season 
in  connection  with  this  society  was  held  on  the  21st 
inst.,  on  Ormesby  Broad,  the  competitors  starting  from 
Mr.  Munsey’s,  Eels  Foot.  Twenty  competed,  and  a 
fairly  good  catch  of  fish  was  taken,  the  total  weighed-in 
being  1171b.  5oz.,  the  winners  being : 1st.  Mr.  G. 
Harrod,  141b.  8oz. ; 2nd,  Mr.  A.  L.  Gowing,  121b.  ; 3rd, 
Mr.  W.  E.  Sacret,  111b.  12oz. ; and  4th,  Mr.  Bell, 
101b.  loz.  The  winners  of  the  two  consolation  prizes 
being  : 1st,  Mr.  E.  W.  Buckingham ; and  2nd,  Mr.  F. 
Mower.  Mr.  A.  E.  Bond  and  Mr.  Sacret  weighed-in 
specimen  bream,  and  Mr.  Beech  roach.  The  Foulsham 
challenge  cup  competition  was  decided,  Messrs.  Sacret, 
Scarborough.  G.  Beech,  A.  Beech,  and  L.  P.  Garrett, 
fishing  in  the  final,  Mr.  Sacret  being  declared  the 
winner.  Mr.  J.  H.  Fortescue  very  ably  carried  out 
the  duties  of  umpire,  assisted  by  Mr.  A.  L.  Gow'ring. 
The  competitors,  on  returning  to  the  clubhouse,  the 
Duke’s  Head  Hotel,  sat  down  to  supper,  several 
members  not  fishing  during  the  day  joining  them.  The 
chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  Charles  Rackham,  and  a most 
enjoyable  evening  finished  up  the  day’s  proceedings. — 
Wm.  Kirby. 

GresKam  Angling  Society. — The  ordinary  weekly 
meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  when  Mr.  A.  Heirou  pre- 
sided, and  there  was  a very  full  attendance.  The  late 
exhibition  was  alluded  to,  and  considered  to  have  been  a 
very  great  success.  Nearly  all  the  exhibits  had  been 
lent  by  other  angling  societies  and  anglers,  leaving  the 
museum  of  the  Gresham  almost  untouched,  there  not 
being  room  for  the  large  cases  of  fish,  &c.,  it  contained. 
A hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  those  societies 
and  anglers  who  had,  by  loaning  their  valuable  curios, 
paintings,  fish,  &c.,  contributed  to  the  success;  and  the 
secretary  was  requested  to  communicate  with  them. 
The  chairman  stated  that  the  work  of  carrying  out  the 
exhibition  had  been  performed  chiefl.v  by  Mr.  F.  W. 
Norman,  the  honorary  librarian,  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Close, 
the  honorary  curator,  and  he  proposed  that  the 
thanks  of  the  society  be  given  them.  This  was 
seconded  by  Mr.  E.  Hesse,  and  carried.  Mr. 
Clements  reported  that  an  otter  had  been  caught  in 
the  society’s  water  at  Kelvedou  by  Mr.  Frost. 
A new  book,  " A'arrold’s  Guide  to  Yarmouth,”  was  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker.  Dr.  Ladell  reported 
having  fished  at  Littlehampton  and  taken  mackerel, 
whiting,  and  flat  fish  ; Mr.  Tickling  had  taken  bream 


from  Cheshunt;  Mr.  Marshall,  six  score  of  whiting, 
dabs,  and  codling,  and  Mr.  Vail  eight  score  of  whiting 
from  Deal.  Mr.  John  Hearn  read  a very  interesting 
paper  on  “ Indian  Fish  and  Fishing,”  giving  a descrip- 
tion of  the  various  kinds  of  fish,  the  mode  of  capture,  and 
tackle  to  be  used.  A cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 
the  lecturer.  The  bream  competition  at  Tempsford  is 
indefinitely  postponed.  On  Tuesday,  Oct.  10,  Mr.  E.  F. 
Goodwin  will  read  a paper  entitled  “ Fly  Fishing  for 
Coarse  Fish.” — James  Tayler. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society.— On  the  24th 
inst.  the  following  members  weighed-in : — Messrs. 
Bussell,  roach;  Davies,  roach;  and  Bagshaw,  sen., 
roach.  Our  return  visit  took  place  on  Monday  last 
and  was  a great  success.  Mr.  Levoir  took  the  chair, 
faced  by  Mr.  L.  Muller ; pianist,  Mr.  Ernest  Lawrence. 
The  following  clubs  supported  us  : — Hoxton  Brothers, 
Izaak  Walton,  Good  Intent,  Dalston  Brothers,  Stepney, 
West  Ham  Brothers,  Havelock,  Crown  and  Buckland, 
Odds  and  Evens,  Sociable  Brothers,  Park,  Burdett,  City 
of  London,  Original  Alexandra,  and  the  Mitre.  On 
Oot.  1 our  peg-down  match  takes  place  at  Amberley, 
between  Houghton  Bridge  and  the  Black  Babbit,  to 
start  9.30,  leave  off  at  five  o’clock  ; one  rod  only  to  be 
used,  aud  one  hook  only  to  be  used.  Jack  and  eels 
barred.— C.  T.  Russell. 

Horseferry  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Clarence, 
Horseferry-road,  Westminster.  — On  the  24th  inst. 
Messrs.  Jones  and  King  were  the  only  members  to 
weigh-in.  No  prizes  were  taken  in  the  match  at  Day’s 
Water,  Tottenham,  so  the  four  prizes  will  be  competed 
for  on  Oct.  1,  at  Chelmsford  ; all  to  go  by  8.25  train 
from  Liverpool-street.  There  are  still  vacancies  for 
new  member.^. — F.  Tavlor. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  the 
24th  inst.  a few  members  weighed-in  — P.  Schulze, 
5|lb.  barbel,  2,|lb.  dace;  J.  Rowe,  a few  roaoh  and 
101b.  13joz.  jack;  S.  Orrow,  roach,  perch  and  dace. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddelton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road. — The  following  weighed-in  on 
the  24th  : — Mr.  J.  Croker,  some  fine  roach,  41b.,  heaviest 
fish  lib.  3oz  ; others  were  out,  but  returned  too  late  to 
weigh-in.  W e met  on  Tuesday  last,  when  the  minutes 
of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed,  Mr.  J. 
Croker  in  the  chair  ; one  new  member  was  balloted 
in  and  two  more  proposed.  The  roving  match  at 
Witham  on  Oct.  1 ; 8.25  train,  Liverpool-street 

(G.E.R.) ; for  ten  prizes. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  'Walton  Angling  Society.— As  announced 
last  week  the  members  will  compete  for  three  special 
prizes  on  Oct.  1 at  Ware  ; also  for  four  special  prizes  on 
Wednesday  next,  Oct.  4,  at  St.  Margaret’s.  All  com- 
petitors to  fish  from  the  towing-path.  On  the  24th  inst. 
Mr.  J.  McDermott  had  131b.  7oz.  of  nice  roach  ; Messrs. 
A.  Furlong  and  C.  Layton  had  roach  and  dace  on  the 
same  day.  On  Wednesday  last  Mr.  C.  Hayward  had 
291b.  9joz.  of  roach  and  bream.  The  next  return  visit 
(No.  1 Eastern  District)  will  be  to  this  society,  and  will 
take  place  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  11. — H.  B. 

Jolly  Anglers,  Bull  and  Gate. — Some  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  society  have  been  busy  during  the  past 
week.  Mr.  Clark  had  three  days  in  Cambridgeshire, 
and  weighed-in  a good  show  of  roach.  Mr.  Hoodless 
was  out  on  the  24th  and  tuimed  his  attention  to  jack, 
which  he  also  weighed-in.  A special  meeting  was  held 
on  Wednesday  to  arrange  further  additions  to  the  prize 
list,  several  of  the  new  members  having  subscribed 
to  it.  A day’s  outing  to  fish  for  three  prizes  was 
arranged  for  Wednesday,  the  18th  inst.,  at  Twickenham, 
and  the  first  supper  of  the  season  is  to  take  place  at 
headquarters  on  the  following  night. — H.  J.  Ealand. 

Junior  Fly-Fishers,  The  Citizen,  70,  Houndsditch. 
— Mr.  Goodwin,  in  taking  the  chair,  made  an  appeal  to 
the  members  on  behalf  of  the  preservation  fund,  which  is 
divided  amongst  the  associations  which  preserve  waters 
usually  fished  by  London  anglers.  The  members^  present 
contributed,  and  it  was  decided  to  keep  the  list  open 
till  next  meeting.  The  secretary  will  be  pleased  to 
receive  any  amounts  towards  the  fund.  We  much  regret 
that  the  appeal  of  the  Mitre  Brothers  has  met  with  no 
response.  Several  members  reported  having  taken  fish, 
the  most  noticable  being  Mr.  Goodwin,  with  a fine  lot 
of  roach  and  dace,  and  Mr.  Hesse,  dace. — Hon.  Sec. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  New  Cross  Inn,  New 
Cross-road,  S.E. — There  was  a good  attendance  at  the 
clubhouse  on  Wednesday  evening,  when  Mr.  A.  J.  Slatter 
weighed-in  some  nice  tench  and  pike  from  Tring,  heaviest 
tench  21b.  14oz.  On  the  24th  inst.  Mr.  W.  W.  Comer- 
ford  weighed-in  perch,  and  Mr.  J.  K.  Orsman  roach  from 
the  Medway,  heaviest  roach  lib.  2joz. — W.  W.  C. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  Queen 
of  England,  Goldhawk-ruad,  W. — On  the  18th  inst.  Mr. 
G.  Baldwin  had  a nice  tench  from  the  Langley  Canal, 
weight  lib.  lOoz.  24th,  Mr.  C.  J.  Carter,  roach  and  dace, 
from  Twickenham,  81b.  lOoz.  ; and  Mr.  S.  Burton, 
Clb.  12oz.  At  our  last  meeting  the  sum  of  .£1  Is.  was 
voted  to  the  River  Preservation  Fund. — S.  Burton. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street.— On  the  24th  inst.  Mr.  Irish  had  roach 
and  jack,  Mr.  Nelson  roach,  Mr.  Irish  winning  10s.  6d. 
prize  for  gross  weight  of  roach  for  month.  On  Monday 
last  a benefit  took  place  at  the  above  society  on  behalf 
of  Mr.  Webster,  which,  I am  pleased  to  say,  was  a 
great  success.  Amount  received,  £6  2s.  I wish  to 
return  the  sincere  thanks  of  Mr.  AVebster  to  the 
anglers  and  friends  who  assisted  on  this  occasion. — 
W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5, 
Queen-square,  and  18,  St.  John’s-lane. — One  new  member 
was  duly  elected  at  our  last  week’s  meeting.  The  half- 
dozen  members  who  fished  a private  mere  on  the  21st  had 
some  rare  sport,  taking  a fine  lot  of  roach,  averaging  Jib., 
and  a few  bream  up  to  21b.  A very  hearty  vote  of 


thanks  was  passed  to  the  Wroxliam  Angling  Associa- 
tion for  their  kindness  and  attention  to  our  members 
who  fished  the  Doe  on  the  1 tth.— It.  Wooufall. 

Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Kingsgate- 
street,  Holttorn.— I beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks 
subscriptions  received,  re  Talbot  Fund,  from  the  tollovv- 
ing  clubs : Hoxton  Krothers,  ,£1  2s. ; Clapton 
Club,  10s.  ; Amicable  Excelsior,  3s.  Od.  ; Stepney,  8^- bd- ; 
Islington  Brothers,  7a. ; Beckham  Brothers,  5s.  ; JNortli 
Lambeth,  5s.  t!d. ; Mr.  Irish,  9s.  ; and  Mr.  Sehnan,  11s. 

I hope  all  club  secretaries  will  send  their  lists  in  as  soon 
as  possible. — A.  Toplis. 

North  London  Angling  Club,  Tap  House,  Hollo- 
way-road.— Since  last  report  we  have  had  some  tair 
shows  of  roach,  dace,  and  perch.  On  Oct.  1 the  members 
will  fish  for  prizes  at  Ware,  from  the  Lock  to  the 
Engine  House,  all  to  go  by  8.8  tram  from  Hackney 
Downs  station.  Members  coming  down  later  to  report 
themselves  before  fishing.  Members  are  requested  to 
show  up  on  this  occasion  as  Mr.  Greg  intends  to  take 
the  photo  of  those  present  in  a group.— H.  Stektch. 

Fenge  Angling  Society,  Lord  Palmerston,  Maple- 
road,  Benge,  S.E.— I beg  to  inform  members  that  we 
fish  for  prizes  at  club  water  on  Oct.  1.  We  made  two 
new  members  at  our  last  meeting.  Wednesday  next 
being  quarterly  night,  I hope  all  members  will  be  at 
club-house  at  8 p.m.  sharp,  as  we  have  some  very  im- 
portant business  to  discuss. — Fred.  Shilling. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  Crown,  Pancras-road, 

N W — Our  outing  to  Maldon  was  not  a success,  only 
one  prize  being  taken.  The  three  remaining  prizes  will 
be  angled  for  on  Oct.  8.  Members  to  go  where  they 
like.  On  Tuesday  we  had  a good  meeting,  twenty- 
five  members  being*  present.  Mr.  Crisp  g'ave  od. 
to  be  angled  for  at  the  discretion  of  the  members.— 
H.  W.  Morgan.  „ . . t,-  ■ q 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road.— Our  roving  competition 
was  a great  success,  every  member  getting  a fair  show 
of  fish,  the  prize  winners  being  : J.  fitting,  first,  with 
roach  from  the  Medway;  T.  Line,  second:  ^ Pyne, 
third,  with  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon  from  the  lhames  ; 
Mr  Mitchell,  fourth,  with  barbel  and  perch  from  the 
Thames  (the  latter  fish  weighing  iust  under  11b.).  The 
next  return  visit  on  the  S.  L.  U.  V.  L.  will  take  place  at 
the  above  club  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  17,  when  I hope  to  see  a 
good  muster. — E.  Pyne. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur, 
Golborne-road,  N.W.  — On  the  24th  inst.  several 
members  were  out,  but  very  few  fish  were  brought 
to  bank  I wish  members  to  particularly  notice 
that  Wednesday  next,  Oct.  4,  will  be  quarterly 
night,  when  some  very  important  business  will  be  dis- 
cussed • also  to  elect  officers  and  clear  the  books,  so 
that  the  auditors  may  get  the  balance-sheet  ready.— 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. —Sport  still  con- 
tinues very,  tame,  only  a few  fish  being  registered  on 
Sept  24  Some  of  our  members  took  part  in'  the  com- 
petition at  Slough,  and  Messrs.  Read  Twomey,  and 
Brett  succeeded  in  taking  prizes.  Monday  next  will  be 
\juart0rly  night,  and  as  it  will  be  the  first  distribution 
of  prizes  this  season,  I have  every  reason  to  see  the 
chair  well  supported. — W.  B. 

Pruiean  Angling  Society,  Rosa  Tavern,  Old 
Bailey,  E.C.— The  members  of  our  society  was  busy  on 
Wednesday  evening  last,  Mr.  Slandabar  being  elected 
in  Final  arrangements  were  made  for  our  competition 
atAmberley  on  Oct.  1.  The  chairman  (Mr  G.  Coote) 
has  offered  a consolation  prize  to  he  fished  for  on  that 
day.— S.  Stewart. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials,  la.  Chapel-street,  Edgware 
ro^  —On  Sept.  21,  Mr.  Francis  H.  Davey  was  elected 
an  honorary  member.  On  Oct.  16  our  second  smoking 
concert  of  the  season  will  take  place.  On  bept.  21, 
Messrs.  Norris  and  Roberts  weighed  in  a few  very  nice 
roach  ; and  on  Sept.  24,  Mr.  Silcox  some  roach  and  dace. 

W.  H.’ Roberts.  , . r>  • e 

Biodney  Piscatorials,  Brmce  and  Brincess  of 
Wales  Kinglake-street.— The  members  of  the  above 
society  fished  their  monthly  outing  at  Windsor  on  the 
24th  inst,  when  all  the  prizes  were  taken  as  follows  :— 
Messrs.  F.  T.  Lamberton,  roach  and  dace,  1st  ; J . 
Wigley  roach  and  chub,  2nd  ; G.  Shannan,  roach,  3rd  ; 
J Daws  gudgeon,  4th.  The  following  members 
weighed-in  on  17th  inst :— Messrs.  F.  T.  Lamberton 
roach  and  bream  ; J.  Wigley,  roach,  one  specimen  roach 
lib.  12JOZ.-F.  T.  Lamberton 

K-oyal  George  Angling  Society.— On  the  24th 
inst  several  of  our  members  were  out,  but  only  Mr. 
Gibbons  weighed-in  fish.  On  Wednesday  we  had  our 
ordinary  meeting,  and  a full  room.— J . Gibbons. 

St.  John’s  Angling  Society,  Empress  of  Russia. 

St.  John-street-road.— Several  of  our  members  have  had, 
during  the  week,  some  grand  takes  of  roach  from  private 
water  One  show  of  twenty-seven  roach,  weighing  331b., 
was  the  best  we  have  had  tor  some  time.  We  fish  for 
several  prizes  on  Oct.  1,  at  Windsor,  but  expect  the 
takes  will  be  small,  as  our  standard  for  roach  is  above 
the  Thames  measurement.  Secretaries  and  angling 
friends  please  note  that  our  meeting  night  is  altered 
from  Friday  to  Wednesday.  A hearty  welcome  will  be 
extended  to  all  brother  anglers  that  like  to  give  us  a 
call.— F.  Thorling. 

St  Luke’s  Brothers. — Several  of  our  members 
were’out  on  Sept.  24,  and  had  a fair  show  of  fish  Mr, 
Twitchings,  jack  and  roach;  Mr.  Connolly,  jack;  Mr. 
Chandler,  perch  ; and  Mr.  Haswell,  perch  and  roach.— 

G.  Young.  „ . . o j 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Stangate-street,  Lambeth. — Fishing  at  Am- 
berley  for  the  four  prizes  on  the  24th  inst.  was 


a blank,  not  a fish  being  taken.  They  will  again 
be  fished  for  on  Oct.  1,  when  I hope  they  all 
will  be  taken.  On  arriving  at  the  club  we  were 
delighted  with  the  grand  show  of  roach  brought  up  by 
Mr.  Horace  Howard,  total  weight  171b.  14oz.  dhere 
was  no  mistake  about  it,  he  had  Ijeen  among 
We  got  through  the  business  as  quickly  as  we  could  on 
Tuesday  to  that  we  might  pay  a good  visit  to  the 
St.  Thomas’s  Angling  Society.— J.  Wright. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Nevill  Arms,  Nevill- 
road.  Stoke  Newington.  N.— On  Wednesday  last  we  had 
a good  meeting  of  members.  Our  specimen  fish  shown 
during  the  last  quarter  being  of  good  quantity  and  ot 
good  quality ; twenty-three  good  prizes  only  for  speci- 
men fish — no  gross  weight.  I am  pleased  to  inform  you 
that  we  shall  well  support  the  Breservation  Week  Fund, 
being  taken  up  by  the  club  and  members  also.  Mr.  J- 
Hidder  weighed-in  two  fine  bream  from  the  Lea, 
21b.  13ioz.,  and  21b.  3foz.  We  have  a roving  outing  on 
Oct  1,  when  I expect  to  see  good  results.— O.  Laming. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  Grafton-street.— The  following  members  had  fish 
on  the  21th  inst.  Messrs.  Betrie,  31b.  2Joz. ; Holmes, 
roach  and  dace;  and  Weber,  dace  and  gudgeon.  Our 
return  vi.sit  on  the  Clerkenwell  and  District  List  took 
place  on  the  27th  inst.,  when  fourteen  clubs  were 
represented.  Members  will  kindly  oblige  by  giving  the 
Burton  Bisoatorials  a bumper  on  their  visit  on  Monday 

next.— C.  B.  Lumley.  „ . ^ ^ i tt  u. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  W.— On  Tuesday  last,  Messrs.  Massey  and 
Mengles  audited  the  accounts  for  the  last  quarter,  and 
found  a satisfactory  balance.  We  bad  a very  good 
meeting.  Mr.  Clark  weighed-in  roach  and  dace  from 
the  tidal  waters.— Belican.  . , „ j d-i 

Small  Arms  Angling  Society,  Swan  and  Bike, 
Enfield  Lock.— All  our  members  were  out  on  Saturday, 
but  only  two  weighed-in  fish.  G.  Bycroft,  81b.  5oz. 
chub  and  perch  ; and  W.  Butter,  Clb.  2oz.  roach.  John 
J.  Johnson.  . tt 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Hope, 
Pollard-row,  E.  — On  tlie  24*th  inst.  the  following 
weighed-in:  Mr.  Henry,  bream;  T.  Jones,  roach;  H, 
Isaacs,  roach  and  dace  ; J.  Rosamond,  bream  ; A.  Harris, 
bream  ; R.  Spenceley,  dace,  and  Mr.  Machm,  roach.  1 
hope  members  will  show  up  next  meeting  night  to  select 
a place  for  next  outing.  T.  Saycb._  , , , 

South  Hornsey  Angling  Society,  Londesborough 
Arms,  Broughton-road,  Stoke  Newington.— Owing  to  the 
waters  being  so  bright  very  few  members  have  been  out 
lately.  On  the  24th  inst.  Mr.  Walker  weighed-in  some 
handsome  tench  weighing  13ilb.  He  reported  having 
taken  in  all  25|lb.,  but  the  others  he  had  kept  alive 
We  have  vacancies  for  a few  new  members,  and  should 
be  pleased  if  any  angler  living  near  us  would  apply  to 
our  secretary  for  particulars  of  membership.  J.  H. 
Walker.  .....  _ . , , , 

South  London  United  Visiting  List.— A return 
visit  of  the  societies  on  the  above  list  wa.s  jiaid  to  the 
St.  Thomas’s  on  Tuesday  evening.  There  were  not  so 
many  societies  present  as  usual,  but  a^  most  pleasant 
eveninff  was  spent.  The  following  societies  answered  to 
the  roll  : Bermondsey  Brothers,  Second  Surrey,  Rodney, 
Bixey  Brothers,  Wellington,  Waggoners,  St.  Amans  and 
Excelsior,  Blackfriars,  Albert  Biscatorials,  Gresham, 
and  St.  Thomas’s.  I am  sorry  to  say  that  on  account  of 
the  five  following  societies  on  the  list,  namely,  the 
Amicable  Excelsior,  Cliftonville  Original,  North  Lam- 
beth, St.  George’s,  and  Battersea  United,  not  being 
present  they  have  missed  their  visit,  consequently  the 
next  visit  will  go  the  Bixey  Brothers,  Rising.  Sun 
Harper-street,  New  Ivent-road.  Notice  of  date  next 

week.— A.  Conn.  ..  . . tt-  t>u  u ii 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney. — I'he  following  members  weighed-in  on 
the  24th  inst.:  Mr.  Woodford,  roach  and  bream;  Mr. 
Willshere,  dace  ; Mr.  Gerrard,  roach  ; and  Mr.  Huxell, 
roach.  I hope  all  members  will  come  up  on  next 
meeting  night. — G.  Marrows.  j tt 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Blough  and  Harrow, 
King  - street,  Hammersmith.  — Messrs.  Hare  and 
Carpenter  weighed-in  some  nice  roach  and  dace  on  the 
20th  inst.  On  the  24th  inst.  .Mr.  Anstead  weighed-in  a 
good  show  of  dace.  We  had  a poor  muster  on  the  26th 
(Quarterly  night).  Arrangements  for  half-yearly  supper 
hive  been  adfourned  till  Tuesday,  Oct.  10. -H.  Reaves 
United  Brothers,  Deptford.— Several  members  of 
the  above  were  out  on  the  24th  inst.,  with  the  following 
result :— Mr.  F.  Beak,  bream ; J.  Payne,  some  nice  roach, 
largest  11b.  3|oz. ; H.  Freame,  roach  ; A.  Smith,  roach  ; 
and  J.  Steer,  jack.  Other  members  were  out,  but 
returned  with  blanks.  We  have  forwarded  half  a guinea 
for  the  Breservation  Week  Fund. — Th.  Tyler. 

United  Society  of  Anglers,  The  Citizen,  lO, 
Houndsditcb.— Mr.  H,  J.  Tibbatts  in  the  chair  We 
had  a good  attendance  of  members,  and  revised  our 
prize  list  for  the  season.  Our  annual  fishing  outing  will 
take  place  at  St.  Margaret’s  on  Wednesday  next,  Oct.  4, 
boundary.  Rye  House  water  to  Broadwater  St  Mar- 
caret’s  ; all  meet  at  Lyndsell’s,  the  Pied  Bull,  at  6 p.m. 
sharp  for  knife  and  fork  tea.  Mr.  C.  Dennis  one  of  our 
oldest  members,  weighed  in  two  carp  (lOU).  Ooz.  and 
81b  7oz  ).  Three  of  our  members  weighed  in  nsh  on 
Wednesday  last.  Sept.  20:  rudd,481b.  5oz.  (largest  rudd 
21b.  loz.);  perch  22lb.,  trout  8lb.  7oz.,  jack  bib.  -oz., 
roach  18lb.  bioz.  (largest  roach  11b.  lOoz.);  one  dace 
14oz.,  one  dace  14|oz.,  one  chub  21b.  bjoz.— .H.  J. 
Tibbatxs 

■Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  Vauxhall  Cross. — On  the  24th  inst.  Mr.  Clegg 
had  roach,  he  being  the  only  member  who  weighed-in. 
On  the  26th  Mr.  Bowell  weighed  roach  and  dace.  Uur 
usual  weekly  meeting  took  place  on  the  20th, -Mr. 


Bhillips  in  the  chair.  Tt  was  jiroposed  and  carried  that 
we  fish  our  next  match  at  Maldon.  Barticiilars  and 
conditions  to  follow.  1 hope  to  see  a better  muster  next 

'^^Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Cloth  workers’  Arms, 
Arlington-streot,  New  North-road.  -On  the  21th  mat. 
we  had  an  outing  at  Witham.  Only  two  prizes  were 
taken ; Mr.  Edwards,  first,  roach  and  dace ; Mr. 
Sullivan,  second,  roach,  dace,  and  perch  ; Mr.  iTaoli- 
house,  dace.  The  next  outing  will  take  place  at 
Windsor,  notice  of  which  will  be  given^W.  M. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Co.ach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Strafford.— Since  last  ^port 
the  following  members  weighed-in  fish  : Mr.  L Roba- 
than,  .51b.  2oz.  of  roach;  Mr.  P.  Homer,  21b  7ioz.of 
roach;  Mr.  Bieraceini,  dace.  I hope  our  members  will 
not  forget  our  match  at  Dedham  on  Oct  1;  all  go 
down  on  the  Saturday  night;  train  leaves  Stratford  at 
7 7 p.m.— R.  Lowther. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith.— Since  my  last  report  our  members  have 
not  been  very  busy.  One  member  Mr.  J.  N.  Hare, 
weighed-in  a carp,  Clb.  15oz.,  on  Thursday,  from  the 
Arun.  He  also  had  another  fish  of  81b.  and  left  it  on 
the  hank  for  a few  minutes,  when  on  his  return  he  found 
the  fish  eaten  by  an  old  sow  and  her  young.  Our  match, 
which  was  arranged  for  last  Sunday,  was  postponed  on 
account  of  the  unfavourable  state  of  the  water.  Ihe 
sum  of  one  guinea  was  voted  from  our  members  tor  the 
River  Breservation  Fund. — J.  J.  Hunter^ 

Westminster  Angling  Society. —On  the  ^4th 
inst.  only  two  members  weighed-in  —Mr.  J.  Greenwood, 
rudd,  and  Mr.  R.  Atchison,  roach  and  dace.  Two  new 
members  have  been  elected  Mr.  Bruce  and  Mr. 
Becker.  On  Tuesday  a special  meeting  will  be  held  to 
arrange  a match.  All  members  are  invited  to  attend. 
Anyone  wishing  to  become  a member,  apply,  secretaiy , 
Windsor  Castle,  Francis-street,  Westminster.  J.  G. 


Several  club  and  river  reports  arrived  on  Friday 
morniny.  Consequently  they  are  too  late  to  appear  in 
this  issue.  Some  of  the  river  reports  give  accounts  of 
catches  made  three  weeks  ago. 


On  the  24th  inst.  sixty-eight  competitors  took  part  in 
“ Cook's  Open  Competition,”  nineteen  out  of  twenty-one 
prizes  being  taken.  1st,  Mr.  Alder,  21b.  15joz.,  a ham  ; 
2nd,  Mr.  Jenkins,  21b.  8jOZ.  ; 3rd,  Mr.  H.  Challon, 
21b.  S.j^oz. ; 4th,  Mr.  Blades,  21b.  2ioz.  : 5th,  Mr.  Bence, 
11b.  lOoz.  ; and  the  remainder  in  the  following  order  -. 
6th"  Mr.  Read;  7th,  Mr.  E.  Challon  : 8th,  Mr.  Twoome  ; 
9th’  Mr.  Shew;  10th,  Mr.  Pryor;  11th,  Mr  Lumley ; 
12th,  Mr.  Drake;  13th,  Professor  Corney ; 14th,  Mr. 
Garrett;  15th,  Mr.  Carpenter  ; 16th,  Mr.  iMler  ; Wth 
Mr.  Ockley;  18th,  Mr.  Brett;  19th,  Mr.  Pitt  Host 
Cook  announces  that  a third  competition  will  take 
place  shortly,  particulars  of  which  wiU  appear  soon 
A collection  was  made  in  aid  of  the  A.  B.  b.  Altnougn 
the  takes  of  fish  were  not  large,  the  competition  may  be 
pronounced  a success, 

A FARMER  finding  that  his  cabbages  were  contiiiually 
beiuL  carried  away,  and  noticing  a gap  in  the  hedge  border- 
ing the  River  Severn,  he  concluded  tnat  the  hole  was 
posely  made  for  the  thief  to  creep  through.  Determined 
to  discover  the  supposed  miscreant,  he  planted  hiniselt 
by  the  gap  in  the  hedge  one  dark  night,  armed  with  a 
huge  axe.  After  two  hours  of  long  weary  \vatching,  a 
rustling  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  a huge  head 
appeared  through  the  gap  : the  muscles  of  the  farmer  s 
arms  rose,  so  did  the  axe,  and  with  mighty  blows  severed 
the  head  from  the  body  of  a giant  eel.  Several  weeks 
passed,  and  the  farmer  thought  he  would  have  a tew 
hours’  fishing  in  the  river.  After  waiting  patiently  tor  a 
bite  his  float  darted  off  at  lightning  speed.  His  line 
tightened,  and  after  two  hours  of  weary  struggling  with 
the  mighty  fish,  he  landed,  by  the  aid  of  human  Ijslp 
and  sundry  gaffs,  what  was  nothing  else  but  the  headless 
body  of  the  eel  that  was  not  too  strict  a vegetarian. 
[Almost  incredible,  is  it  not 

Mb.  j.  L.  Hamilton,  M.R  C.S.,  of  Folkestone,  says, 
in  reference  to  some  statements  about  poisonous 
mackerel,  that  fishermen  have  a saying  that  white 
mackerel  is  the  best,  then  green,  and  that  the  red  variety 
is  the  poisonous.  In  Guadalonpe  there  is  a red-boned 
mackerel  used  as  a rat  poison. 

Otters  travel  great  distances  a,t  night,  and  there  is 
scarcely  a stream  in  the  country,  if  any,  which  is  not 
visited  by  them  at  times;  for  otters  are  much  more 
universally  distributed  than  is  commonly  supposed  and 
they  are  familiar  with  the  most  various  kinds  ot 
retreats.  Eyots,  old  pollards,  mill-wheels,  outhouses— 
there  is  scarcely  a spot  which  will  not  harbour  them, 
from  a town  sewer  to  the  thatched  roof  ot  a shed.  Less 
perhaps  is  known  about  the  habits  of  the  otter,  even  by 
those  who  have  hunted  it  for  years  than  of  any  wild 
animal  we  possess.  It  is  indeed  a beast  that  gangs 
like  a ghaist,”  that  swims  in  water  as  though  it  moved 
in  oil,  and  one  that  it  takes  a carefully-practised  eye  to 
trace,  even  in  the  shallows,  as  it  slips  downstream. 

The  heart  of  a Greenland  whale  is  a yard  in  diameter. 

An  enterprising  American  has  just  taught  ducks  to 
swim  in  hot  water,  and  with  such  success  that  they 
lay  boiled  eggs.  Exactly  so  ! 

Deacon  : “ Don’t  you  know  it  is  wicked  to  catch  fish 
on  a Sunday?”  Small  Boy  (not  having  had  a bite  all 
the  morning)  : ” Who’s  catching  any  fish  ? 


Mr  Alexander  Wribht,  Accountant,  ot  10.  Everelda-street, 
Barnsbury,  N.  (member  of  the  Gresham,  Junior  Fly-Fishers,  &c.i. 
undertakes  the  auditing  and  balancing  of  every  descnption  of 
accounts  at  moderate  • ates.  Bents  and  debts  collected. 
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J.  BERNARD  and  SON, 

5,  Church  Place,  Piccadilly.  

!Iakers  of  SUPERIOR  CLASS  FISHING  RODS  & TACKLE, 

For  Salmon  and  Trout,  Pike  and  Coarse  Fish. 
SPECIALITIES— Natural  Wings,  Salmon  and  Trout  Plies,  and 

ditto  May. 

SPECIAL  FLOATING  FLIES  FOR  TEST  AND  ITCHEN. 

Salmon  Ply-Book,  with  printed  names  of  the  principal  Salmon  Flies 
composing  a good  selection.  ’ 

Catalogue  and  Diary  Gratis. 

5,  CHURCH  PLACE,  PICCADILLY,  S.W. 

Trout  and  Salmon  Fly-book  with  Printed  Names. 


HOtPOGEA 

The  FISHERMAN’S  FRIEND 


gnat  or  midget  troubles  the  man  who  uses 
Homocea  when  fishing;  where  it  is  they  won’t 
come,  being  aromatic  in  its  odour ; it  is  very  pleasant 
to  use;  and,  if  bitten  by  them,  or  fleas,  or  any  insect,  its 
use  neutralises  the  poison  of  their  sting  at  once. 

For  cuts,  Mounds ^ and  bruises  it  has  no  ecjual,  and  to 
rub  the  muscles  after  a hard  day's  work  is  all  that  is  needed 
to  make  one  feel  fresh  and  comfortable  ; and  for  Sunburn, 
it  only  needs  to  be  used  once  to  find  what  a delightfui 
remedy  it  is,  so,  when  you  are  off,  remember  a box  of 

-Me  H O M O C E A 2}?^ 

is  as  essential  for  your  comfort  as  your  rod,  reel,  and  fly- 
book  are  for  your  fishing.  ’ 

Of  most  Chemists,  or  Free  by  Post  from  the — : 

HOMOCEA  CO.,  21,  Hamilton  Square,  BIRKENHEAD. 

PRICE  Is.  lid.  and  2s.  9d.  PER  BOX. 


See  my  .announce  ment,  page  iii,,  “WHITAKER";  page,  xxxii. 
“ IMPERIAL  INSTITDTE  YEAR  BOOK  page  ii.,  “ A.B.C. 
GUIDE”;  “FIELD,”  “PUNCH,"  &o. 

Telegrams— SELFHELP,  LONDON. 


FOR  ANGLERS 
And  SPORTSMEN 
Generally,  the 
IRISH  FRIEZES 
(or  rough  Tweeds) 
made  in  the 
MARQUIS  of 
WATE  R FO  RD’S 
Industrial  House, 
are  as  near  perfec- 
tion as  possible. 

A CHOICE  OF  PATTERNS 
SENT  BY  REQUEST. 

Gentlemen’s  21 /-Suit  Length 

other  Good  Substantial  IRISH 
TWEEDS  at  17/6  and  19  3 
suit  lengths,  which  cannot 
be  supassed  for  value  and 
suitability. 


Bat.  1818. 

Ten  Prixe  Uedali. 


THB  SFOBTSUASrS  VAOS  UBCUai. 

HEERING’S 

0NL7  OENUINB 


Gold  Medal*, 
Part*,  1878, 
London,  1884 


COPENHAGEN  CHERRY  BRANDY 

a.  . PETER  P.  HEERIRG. 

Purveyor  by  Apoolntmenta  to  the  Danish  and  Im^i^  Rtmslan  Court!  andH.B.H.  the  Frlnoe  ol  Walei. 


Sold  by  all  respectable  Wine  Merchants. 


SALMON 
AND 

TROUT 
RODS. 

REELS  of  SUPERIOR  METAL  and  FfNISH. 

TYNESIDE  LINES,  ALL  PURE  SILK. 

THOROUGHLY  WATERPROOFED. 


SEND  FOR 
LIST  TO 


|09, 


GREY 
STREET, 


NEWCASTLE. 


The  Anglers’  Waterproofers, 

3"7  

QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET, 

LONDON,  E.C. 


T h:  E 


66 


Buckland 


55 


mmoi 

(STOCmlGSa,  aROGDEfflMMEo) 


*NT  taUt  .&ALL 


COMBINATION 

WADERS 

(Stockings  and  Brogues  all  in  one). 

for  XjH.I>I£2S,  GENTI-iElVIEiN',  ARID  BOYS. 

These  Waders  are  absolutely  Waterproof,  quickly  put  on  and  off,  and 

very  comfortable  to  wear. 
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Clear  Water  Worm  Pishing  -Comparing  Notes  ... 

Scotch  Notes  

A Curious  Experience  

Spinning  with  Spoon  
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Oppian’s  Halioutics 

Correspondence 


this 

279 

279 

280 
281 
282 
283 
283 

283 

284 

285 
287 


NOTICE. 


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday, 
and  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and 
Son’s  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News- 
agents and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department, 
Fishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c., 
should  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses, 
not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
a guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com- 
munications. ___ 

rFePms  of  Sotoscrijitloi-i. 
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ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  7th,  1893. 

AUTUMN  SALMON  ANGLING. 

AKIN  TO,  BUT  NOT  FLOUNDERS. 
FLUKES  IN  FISHING. 

By  W.  Murdoch. 

How  common  indeed  are  flukes.  Most  of  us 
must  in  our  time  have  been  witness  to  them. 
Some  time  or  other  you,  as  well  as  I,  have  been 
bowled  out  by  the  veriest  tyro.  If  the  race  is 
not  always  to  the  swift,  it  so  happens  that  the 
fish  is  not  always  to  the  best  angler.  It  often  is 
seen  that  the  novice  stammers  on  a fish,  when  the 
most  experienced  hands  fail  to  turn  a scale. 
This  illustrates  most  forcibly  the  fortune  or  luck 
of  angling  as  opposed  to  proficiency  in  it,  born 
of  careful  study  and  long  experience.  More  than 
once  I,  personally,  have  seen  a fish  caught  by  an 
angler  who  put  out  his  flies  all  of  a heap  on  the 
water,  whilst  anglers  of  skill  and  experience  who 
were  fishing  along  with  him  could  make  not  a 
thing  of  it— to,  possibly,  their  utter  chagrin. 

In  angling  for  salmon,  as  in  other  mundane 
matters,  there  are  many  sorts  of  flukes.  Do  they 
not  happen  to  all  alike,  irrespective  of  great  pro- 
ficiency or  greater  inefficiency  ? There  is  the 
fluke  of  foul  hooking,  and  landing  a fish  so 
hooked  ; there  is  the  fluke  of  stammering  on  a 
fey  or  immoderately  keen  fish  ; and  there  is  the 
fluke — not  uncommon  to  anglers  who  have  not 
learned  to  bring  the  lure  to  the  surface  of  the 


water  before  making  the  cast — of  hooking  follow- 
ing fish  while  in  the  act  of  casting.  But  tho 
flukes — not  one  of  the  flukes — about  which  I pro- 
pose to  make  some  remarks  will  bo  found  to 
partake  exactly  of  tho  nature  of  any  of  these. 

One  day  in  the  autumn  several  years  ago,  I 
was  fishing  a reach  of  the  Dee  in  company  wif4i 
young  Blacklaws,  of  the  firm  of  William  Black- 
laws  and  Sons,  the  celebrated  rod  makers  at 
Kincardine  O'Neil.  In  good  order  the  water 
was,  and  as  regards  the  look  tho  day  wore 
nothing  was  left  to  be  desired.  But  yet  the  fish, 
though  there  in  numbers,  would  not,  one  of  them, 
hudye,  albeit  they  were  showing  briskly  for  their 
own  diversion.  For  hours  I had  pegged  in 
steadily,  and  conscientiously  playing  as  best  and 
most  temptingly  I could  over  them  the  Hunt,  the 
Akroyd,  the  Gordon,  the  Silver  Doctor,  and 
sundry  other  most  approved  Dee  patterns ; but 
they,  wily  old  rascals  of  salmon,  were  proof 
’gainst  my  wiles,  and  dour  as  a door  nail.  It  was 
now  near  five  o’clock — ,]ust  between  the  “gloam- 
ing and  the  mirk”  in  these  parts  towards  the  end 
of  October — and  I was  fishing  down  the  famous 
“ peel  o’  Strathsiven,”  Blacklaws  standing  on  the 
bank  opposite  me.  Both  of  us  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  was  no  “ go,”  and  as  the  hour 
was  late  and  the  weather  getting  threatening,  we 
were  thinking  of  giving  it  up.  I was  in  amongst 
a lot  of  fearful  stones  and  holes,  casting  neither 
with  much  heart,  nor  with  much  precision,  when 
Blacklaws  asked  me  the  “ time  o’  nicht.”  Having 
made  a careless  flip  of  my  fly  across  the  water,  I 
pulled  out  my  watch  to  tell  him  the  “ time,”  when 
just  as  I was  calling  it  out,  looking  towards  him 
the  while,  I was  brought  to  quick  attention  by  a 
good  drag  which  told  me  that  a fish  was  on.  And 
on  he  wa.s  all  right— and  after  manoeuvring  him 
for  a good  while,  I had  the  satisfaction,  as  my 
friend  the  Mackay  would  put  it,  of  “ grassing  a 
beauty,”  a fine  22 -pounder — got  by  a perfect 
fluke.  But  be  tasted  none  the  worse  for  that. 
The  fly  was  the  proper  Dunt — no  mistake  about 
it,  a nailer  everywhere,  if  used  the  pmper  size. 

After  mounting  a fly  and  wetting  it,  the  angler 
should  always  see  how  it  looks  and  plays  in  the 
water  before  commencing  to  fish  with  it.  Many 
autumns  ago.  when  making  this  “ preliminary 
observation,”  I hooked  a salmon  on  the  Thaiu- 
stone  water  of  the  River  Don.  The  fly  on  this 
occasion  was  a thundering  big  Yellow  Eagle, 
which,  with  the  coming  on  of  the  darkness,  I had 
mounted  to  finish  up  the  day’s  fishing  with. 
Than  a fly  of  this  description — grey  or  yellow-^— 
there  is  nothing  more  tempting  to  the  fish  in 
deep,  slow  water ; and  to  have  it  sunk  deep,  and 
moved  with  long,  steady,  deliberate  draws  is  the 
nailing  method  of  working  it.  But  this  in  pass- 
ing. Where  I hooked  this  fish  the  water  is  now% 
as  it  was  then,  deep,  wide,  and  dead — very  deep 
indeed  at  the  side  I was  fishing  from.  Having 
put  on  the  fly  I dropped  it  on  the  water  pretty 
close  to  the  bank(.  high  and  broken  faced)  and, 
looking  down  to  see  how  it  played  as  I worked 
it,  it  did  indeed  surprise  me  to  see  the 
wake  and  the  back  fin  of  a salmon  moving 
steadily  after  the  “gaudy,”  which,  drawn  by  me 
a bit  farther  up,  was  smartly  grabbed  by  the  fish 
just  as  I was  in  the  act  of  lifting  it.  Now  I had 
my  work  cut  out  for  me  I tell  you.  Presently  it 
became  entirely  dark,  and  quite  a gale  sprang  up. 
All  the  time  I played  this  fish  i was  heavily 
handicapped,  but  at  the  end  of  nearly  an  hour  I 
came  oft'  with  flying  colours.  I did  feel  a little 
proud  of  mj  playing  oi  the  fish,  all  the  circum 
stances  considered,  and  of  the  fish  itself,  a grand 
fresh-run  25-pounder,  I was  mightily  proud. 
Never  for  a moment  was  there  the  least  temporis- 
ing, for  the  fish  played  like  the  vei’y  deuce,  flying, 
as  fish  usually  do  in  the  darkness,  at  lightning 
speed  all  over  the  water.  Then,  too,  there  wa^i 
nothing  to  check  its  career,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
everything  to  favour  to  the  utmost  the  exercise 
of  its  swimming  powers — very  broad,  very  deep, 
and  almost  still  water  for  several  hundreds  of 
yards  up  and  down.  My  line  all  the  time  must 
have  been  much  bellied  by  the  water,  and 
certainly  it  was  bellied  to  a fearful  extent  by  the 
wind  which  whistled  down  the  river  with  an 
eerie  sough,  and  drove  along  great  rolling, 
white-tipped  waves,  which  I faintly  saw  in  the 
darkness.  Moreover,  I always  found  tlio  line 
most  difficult  to  pay  out  and  take  in — a rnat'er 
which  annoyed  me  greatly,  and  add  to  this  the 
fact  that  owing  to  the  high  banks  and  the  dark- 


ness causing  me  much  ti’ouble  in  getting  tho  fish 
out  without  a gaff,  1 am  hound  to  say  that  this 
capture  1 still  regard — albeit  a fluke  in  the 
initiatory  stage — as  something  to  ray  credit,  and 
quite  worth  vividly  remembering.  Only  next 
morning  did  I come  to  know  that  the  fish  when 
he  hooked  had  snapped  the  top  joint  of  my  rod, 
and  that  the  broken  piece  of  six  or  seven  inches 
was  what  had  accounted  for  all  the  annoyance 
caused  me  by  the  line  not  running  freely. 

When  fishing  the  Ballater  water  not  long  since 
T had  a curious  experience  with  a salmon  which 
I hooked  in  dead  low  water  by  that  brutal  and 
soon-kill-all  method  of  fishing,  wobblins' the  big 
par — the  trout  or  yellow  par.  Where  I got  on 
this  “ beastie”  of  101b..  by  waumling  the  bait  in 
front  of  his  nose,  the  water  is  rough,  broken,  and 
much  boulder  beset,  with  big  junks  of  whinstone 
huddled  together  higgelty-piggelty  here  and 
there.  This  fish  steadied  up  well  to  an  even  play 
in  a.  streamy  little  flat  where  there  is  absolutely 
no  risk  of  a foul,  and  I was  confident  of  soon 
managing  to  bring  him  to  the  gaff,  but,  just  as 
I put  on  the  strain  to  effect  this  purpose,  he 
kittled  up  and  headed  for  the  rocky  top  part  of 
the  pool.  Bearing  steadily  to  the  far  side  from  me, 
he  passed  several  big  under- water  stones,  which 
I managed  to  clear,  but  thereafter,  by  quickly 
coming  nearer  me,  he  got  round  a stone  which  my 
line  caught,  and  then,  getting  through  between 
two,  lying  propped  together  at  the  top,  he  fairly 
fouled  me.  I managed  to  clear  the  first  stone  to 
let  him  proceed,  but  it  was  impossible,  I saw,  to 
clear  the  two  which  were  piled  together.  I,  there- 
fore, judged  it  the  best  thing  I could  do  to  let 
him  run  on  until  the  reel  should  be  almost  run 
off.  He  took  from  ms  about  fifty  yards,  when 
all  at  once  the  line  stuck,  haying  got  jammed 
between  the  stones.  My  ghillie  I then  told  to 
wade  across  and  relieve  it,  but  this  was  a tedious 
business,  involving  the  loss  of  nearly  an  hour  s 
time,  as  he  had  to  go  up  the  river  a considerable 
distance  to  find  a fordable  place.  When  he  got 
down  to  opposite  me,  and  waded  out  to  the  stones 
to  relieve  the  line,  which  was,  as  I have  said, 
jammed,  he  was  more  surprised  than  I was  to 
find,  when  he  had  recovered  it  almost  entirely, 
that  the  fish  with  the  bait  still  in  his  mouth  was 
lying  quietly  in  the  deep  water  only  a few  yards 
out  from  him.  Personally,  I was  almost  sure 
that  the  fish,  if  only  well-hooked,  would  not  be 
off,  and  I was,  as  is  seen,  not  disappointed  in  my 
belief.  I had  a second  good  play  with  him,  and 
landed  him,  kicking  to  the  last,  in  niagnificent 
style ! I have  invariably  found  that  it  pays  to 
give  line  to  a fish  that  fouls  you,  as  with  rope 
given  rampancy  commonly  ends,  hence  chances 
are  given  you  of  getting  cleared. 

Next  week  I hope  to  deal  with  some  of  my 
“ flukey  ” incidents  of  the  past  on  the  Dee,  the 
Yohan,  and  the  North  Esk  ; relating  the  Bobbie 
Brands  and  the  “ Doctor”  affair,  the  “ Spider  s 
signal  triumph,  the  “ Methlick  Musketeer  ” pro- 
cession with  tailor’s  terriers  and  other  tykes,  and 
how  I flashed  the  “Terror”  in  the  blinding  drift 
at  the  heads  of  the  salmon  of  the  North  Esk. 


TROUT  FISHING  ON  THE  THAMES. 

By  Str.athearn. 

During  the  summer  months  there  is  no  plea- 
santer change  to  the  Londoner,  tired  of  hot  streets 
and  stuffy  rooms,  than  is  afforded  by  a few  days’ 
boating  or  fishing  on  the  Thames;  and  a trip 
from  Saturday  to  Monday,  or  even  the  Sunday 
alone,  is  by  no  means  to  be  despised.  Never  is 
the  appetite  keener  than  when,  after  a pull  up 
stream  in  the  morning,  one  tackles  a plate  of 
good  cold  beef  and  a tankard  of  “ half-and-half 
- — beverage  dear  to  the  boating  man  at  some 
riverside  hotel.  Then,  after  lunch,  a quiet  paddle 
down  stream,  with  from  time  to  time  a rest, 
where  shady  boughs  overhang  the  smooth-flowing 
water,  and  stately  swans  intent  on  bread  or  other 
dainties  come  sailing  up  to  visit  you.  From  your 
shady  retreat  you  watch  the  sunbeams  dancing 
and  quivering  through  the  leave.s  above  and 
lighting  up  the  gay  panorama  of  river  life  con- 
stantly passing  before  you.  “ Rest  is  good  for 
both  man  and  beast,”  as  the  old  proverb  says, 
and  the  angler  can  enjoy  the  dolce  far  niente 
fully  as  well  as  another  man,  though,  in  the  exer- 
cise' of  his  craft,  no  amount  of  work  may  be  too. 
hard  for  hiin.. 
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On  a boating  expedition  np  the  Thames  last 
summer  I put  up  for  a few  days  at  the  Compleat 
Angler  Hotel  at  Marlow  Weir,  and  the  stream 
below  recalled  to  my  mind  a memorable  struggle 
I had  had  there  with  a fine  Thames  trout  nearly 
ten  years  before.  As  far  as  I could  judge,  that 
stream  remains  unaltered,  aud  at  the  lower  end 
of  a,  tiny  island,  which  divides  the  main  stream 
from  a smaller  current,  I could  see  apparently 
the  identical  stones  which  had  nearly  been  the 
cause  of  ray  losing  a fine  fish. 

It  was  a cold,  cheerless  afternoon  in  early 
April  when  my  brother  and  self,  with  our  rods 
and  fishing  gear,  were  set  down  at  the  door  of  the 
Compleat  Angler ; not,  oh  reader ! the  resplen- 
dent edifice  with  spacious  glass-roofed  dining 
room  and  verandah,  fiower-decked  gardens,  and 
commodious  billiard  rooms,  that  now  appeals 
alike  to  smart  ladies,  thirsty  boating  men,  and 
weary  anglers.  At  the  time  I write  of,  the 
Compleat  Angler  was  an  unpretending,  but 
withal  comfortable  little  hotel,  patronised  for  the 
most  part  by  brothers  of  the  angle. 

My  brother  had  received  permission  from  a 
friend  to  fish  some  private  water  further  down 
the  river,  but  it  was  too  late  to  start  for  it  that 
afternoon,  so,  quickly  adjusting  rods  and  tackle, 
my  brother  started  with  an  attendant  fisherman 
to  try  his  luck  above  the  weir,  while  I engaged 
boat  and  man  to  exploit  the  stream  below. 

It  was  a most  unpromising  evening — “ When 
the  wind  is  in  the  north,  the  skilful  fisher  goes 
not  forth  ” — and  the  wind  was  most  decidedly  and 
bitterly  in  the  north.  There  is,  however,  no  more 
persevering  individual  in  the  face  of  adverse  cir- 
cumstances than  your  truly  keen  fisherman ; for 
long  experience  has  taught  him  that  all  signs  and 
prophecies  are  untrustworthy,  and  that  good  fish 
are  to  be  caught  in  all  weathers,  provided  onlj' 
the  water  be  in  fair  order. 

Our  punt  was  soon  moored  in  slack  water  at 
the  lower  part  of  the  stream  ; and,  having  killed 
a silvery  bleak  with  a knock  or  two  on  the  thwart, 
I adjusted  him  neatly  on  the  hooks  with  a turn  of 
white  thread,  and  proceeded  to  business.  I will 
here  remark  that,  in  spinning,  many  men — even 
experienced  anglers — are,  I think,  too  apt  to 
neglect  that  portion  of  the  stream  that  lies  nearest 
to  them.  To  the  skilled  artist  there  is  a com- 
placent satisfaction  in  sending  the  bait  flying 
through  the  air,  till  the  long  line  straightens  out, 
poised  horizontally  along  the  water,  and  he  feels 
the  drag  of  the  baitagainst  the  current  far  beyond 
him.  In  a likely  spot,  all  the  water  round  should 
be  carefully  fished,  commencing  with  a short  line, 
and  letting  it  out  by  slow  degrees.  It  may  Ije 
argued  that,  after  a long  cast,  the  bait,  as  it  is 
pulled  in,  traverses  all  the  water  far  and  near ; 
but  this  by  no  means  the  same  thing ; a shy  fish 
in  clear  water  may  well  be  alarmed  by  seeing  the 
reel  line  dragged  through  the  water  near  him, 
and,  by  the  time  the  bait  approaches,  he  is  quite 
aware  that  there  is  something  unnatural  in  the 
proceedings.  Again,  if  you  do  hook  a fish  close 
in,  you  are  handicapped  by  the  coils  of  loose  line  ; 
at  the  critical  moment  these  are  more  than  likely 
to  catch  in  your  foot,  a button,  or  what  not, 
thereby  causing  a most  exasperating  smash  of 
tackle,  fervent,  if  not  loud,  ejaculations,  and  a 
blank  feeling  of  depression  as  you  survey  the 
break  of  continuity  in  your  line  and  roughly  esti- 
mate the  weight  of  the  escaped  monster.  The 
principle  of  presenting  the  lure  first,  i.e.,  not 
allowing  the  fish  to  see  the  line  before  the  fly.  is 
well  known  to  all  experienced  salmon  fishers ; 
who  are  well  aware  that  nothing  is  better  calcu- 
lated to  “ put  down  ” — to  borrow  a dry  fly-fishing 
term — a possibly  rising  fish,  than  to  allow  the 
line,  bagged  by  the  current,  to  drift  over  him 
before  the  fiy,  though  in  many  cases  this  is  diffi- 
cult, if  not  impossible,  to  avoid. 

The  present  was  my  first  experience,  not  only 
of  trout  fishing,  but  of  any  kind  of  angling  on 
the  Thames ; for  previous  to  that  day,  not  so 
much  as  a gudgeon  had  I attemnted  to  wile  from 
the  father  of  English  idvers.  I was,  however,  an 
old  hand  at  spinning,  having  had  plenty  of 
practice  at  the  sport  when  raahseer  fishing  in 
the  “ shiny  East.” 

I worked  away  for  some  time  more  or  less 
mechanically,  for  with  a bright  sun  and  cold  north 
wind  there  seemed  little  chance.  We  shifted 
our  ]iositioii  several  times,  and  were  moored  so 
that  1 was  casting  about  the  best  of  the  stream, 
when  ^suddenly  my  boatman  exclaimed  : “ Thera’s 


a fish  ! a trout  feeding;  I saw  the  flash  of  his 
side  not  ten  yards  from  the  boat — right  opposite.” 
I glanced  at  the  spot  indicated — of  course  too 
late  to  see  anything — and  then  suggested  that  we 
should  shift  our  position  higher  up,  so  as  to 
afford  the  trout  a fair  chance  of  being  caught ; 
and  making  a sweep  outwards  to  avoid  all  risk  of 
disturbing  the  water,  we  brought  up  again  some 
ten  or  fifteen  yards  up  stream.  I was  watching 
the  I'iver  as  the  fisherman  poled  us  geutly  up, 
when  I saw  a huge  “ boil  ” right  in  the  current,  and 
the  gleam  of  a broad  silvery  side,  as  a large 
trout  turned  in  pursuit  of  his  prey. 

Cautiously  now,  and  with  that  subdued  excite- 
ment which  every  angler  feels  when  hopes  are 
high  and  a big  fellow  may  be  expected  at  any 
moment,  I let  out  the  line,  each  cast  coming 
nearer  to  where  the  trout  was  feeding. 

‘‘There  he  is,”  I cried,  as  a slight  swirl  showed 
in  the  water  below  us — though  nothing  touched 
the  bait.  ‘‘That’s  the  same  fish  I saw  feeding, 
I’m  positive.” 

‘‘  I’m  thinking  he'll  not  come  again  now,  sir.” 
I was  slowly  completing  the  cast  as  my  attendant 
spoke,  and  the  words  were  hardly  out  of  his 
mouth,  when  the  trout,  who  had  evidently  been 
following  the  bait,  came  at  it  within  a few  yards 
of  the  boat,  with  a rush  that  showed  a solid  deter- 
mination to  have  it  at  all  costs.  The  loose  line — 
luckily  all  clear — disappeared  in  a flash,  scoring 
my  fingers  in  its  passage,  and  I felt,  as  the  reel 
began  its  welcome  music,  that  I had  my  friend 
securely  hooked. 

The  fish  now  made  a tremendous  rush  down 
stream,  taking  out  some  thirty  yards  of  line, 
then  turning  sharply,  bore  up  again  to  his  old 
feeding-ground;  the  line  was  drowned  for  a few 
seconds,  but  I soon  reeled  up,  and  again  got 
it  tight.  He  remained  stationary  for  some  few 
moments,  the  taut  line  making  a hissing  sound 
as  it  cut  through  the  powerful  current ; then 
commenced  slowly  boring  up  stream,  shaking 
his  head  the  while,  and  causing  those  jarring 
tugs  at  the  rod  which  so  often  loosen  the  hook, 
and  cause  a premature  separation  of  the  angler 
from  his  fish.  Finding  it  impossible  to  get  free 
in  this  fashion,  the  trout  swerved  across  the 
stream,  [and  again  turned  tail  down  it ; keeping 
on  the  far  side  near  the  small  island  mentioned 
above.  He  was  evidently  tiring  though,  for  his 
progress  down  stream  was  no  longer  in  the  head- 
strong fashion  of  his  first  burst,  but  slower,  and 
with  [evident  effort.  There  was  a lot  of  line  out, 
however,  and  I was  inspecting  the  reel  somewhat 
anxiously,  when  the  fish,  leaving  the  current, 
made  for  the  point  of  the  island,  where  some 
good  sized  stones  appeared  above  the  water ; in 
another  second  he  was  past  the  point,  and  with 
a succession  of  sharp  pulls  at  the  line,  forced  his 
way  up  the  small  stream  beyond  ; the  line,  not- 
withstanding my  efforts  to  raise  it,  cutting 
against  the  stones. 

It  was  a critical  moment,  but  in  less  time  than 
it  takes  to  write  these  words,  the  punt  was  un- 
moored and  we  were  moving  down  stream,  while 
I reeled  in  the  line  with  all  possible  haste.  My 
attendant  brought  the  boat  to  a standstill  below 
the  island,  and  we  soon  found  that  our  plucky 
antagonist  had  made  his  last  effort.  Slowly  and 
reluctant,  I drew  him  towards  the  boat ; now  he 
makes  a last  despairing  rush  for  deep  water  and 
freedom,  bub  his  effort  is  easily  arrested  ; again 
aud  yet  again  he  nears  us,  each  time  shooting  him- 
self away  with  a convulsive  struggle  of  his  failing 
strength,  till  at  last  he  can  resist  no  longer.  He 
lies  close  alongside  the  boat  now ; my  part  of  the 
business  is  ended,  and  I watch  with  anxious  eyes 
as  my  companion  brings  the  neb  under  him,  and 
with  a deft  scoop  thereof  lands  him  safely  in  the 
boat. 

I surveyed  ray  first  Thames  trout,  now  lying  in 
the  bottom  of  the  punt,  with  great  satisfaction. 
He  pulled  the  spring  balance  to  a trifle  below 
8|lb.,  and  was  a well-shaped  fish  in  sjilendid 
condition. 

When  at  Marlow  last  summer,  I came  across 
the  very  man  who  had  been  with  me  on  this 
occasion,  and  during  an  adjournment  to  the 
hotel  bar  we  recalled  the  particulars  of  the 
capture. 

On  only  one  other  occasion  have  I attempted  to 
beguile  the  Thames  trout,  and  though  unsuccess- 
ful, the  day’s  fishing  resulted  in  some  rather 
curious  incidents,  the  narration  of  which  I will  | 
defer  to  another  opportunity. 


CLEAR  WATER  WORM  FISHING- 
COMPARING  NOTES. 

By  E.  M.  Tod. 

Some  people  think  when  they  have  fished  for 
many  years  with  the  clear  water  worm,  that  they 
know  all  that  is  to  be  known,  and  can  be  taught 
nothing. 

I myself  am  convinced  that  the  oldest  of  us 
are  ever  in  stain  impilaris  on  matters  of  this 
kind.  One  is  too  apt  to  get  into  a groove  and 
trundle  along  it  contentedly — even  blindly — bo 
the  end  of  the  chapter  ! 

I have  just  been  reading,  with  more  than  usual 
care  and  attention,  Mr.  Walbran’s  paper  on 
“Worm  Pishing  for  Trout  in  Clear  Water,” 
because  Mr.  Walbran  has  a deserved  reputation 
as  a practical  angler,  and  writes  what  he  knows  ■ 
about.  In  one  or  two  points,  however,  I differ 
from  him,  but  I also  differ  from  the  author  of 
“ Yorkshire  Trout  Flies,”  Mr.  Pritt,  and  it  may 
be  that  I do  nob  fall  in  with  all  the  views  of  the  » 
late  W.  C.  Stewart,  the  writer  of  “The  Practical 
Angler,”  who,  like  myself,  was  an  inhabitant  of  : 
“ Auld  Reekie,”  and  to  whose  book  I was  deeply  / 
indebted  for  many  a hint  in  the  past. 

Mr.  Walbran’s  paper,  which  appears  in  the  li 
Fishing  Gazette  of  August  12,  is  one  which  every  i 
young  northern  angler  should  study.  I have  nob  ' 
met  Mr.  Walbran,  but  I am  sure  from  what  I 
know  of  him  (and  we  have  corresponded  a good 
bib  on  angling  matters)  he  will  in  no  way  object 
to  what  I am  about  to  say ; nor  will  Mr.  Pritt,  , 
I trust.  First  of  all  he  prefers  the  “ Pennell  ” to 
the  “ Stewart  ” tackle,  and  recommends  that  the  i 
hooks  be  whipped  on  with  crimson  silk. 

Now,  I desire  to  state  my  views  without  dog- 
matism, being  fully  as  anxious  to  learn  as  to 
teach,  for  thus  only  do  we  “grow  wiser  every 
day.”  For  many  years  I have  utterly  discarded 
all  hooks  for  clear  water  worm  fishing  save  the 
eyed  hooks  made  for  the  purpose,  and  I think 
none  are  better  suited  to  the  purpose  than  those 
made  by  Hutchinson,  of  Kendal  (Taylor’s),  only 
I wish  they  were  of  a straw  colour  more  than 
blue. 

To  my  mind  nothing  can  be  handier  than  the 
Stewart  tackle  (tied  up  in  a few  seconds),  with 
hooks  suited  to  the  size  of  the  worms  about  to  be 
used — two  in  some  cases  and  three  in  others. 
When  trout  have  been  severely  fished  with  this 
lure,  the  hooks  and  the  worms  should  be  both 
small  in  size;  but  at  times  one  finds  trout  prefer 
a fair-sized  worm,  and  to  use  very  small  hooks 
when  using  a fat  worm  is  to  miss  no  end  of  trout. 
Besides,  it  takes  only  half  the  time  to  bait  the 
Stewart  tackle  to  the  one  Mr.  Walbran  favours, 
which  is  a favourite  with  other  anglers  as  well  as 
with  Mr.  Walbran. 

Then  he  and  I differ  about  worms.  Mr.  Wal- 
bran plumps  for  “ a maidendew  about  li  inches 
in  length.”  For  such  a worm  what  can  be  better 
than  two  of  Taylor’s  eyed  worm  hooks  of  a suit- 
able size.  No.  2 or  3 ? And  sometimes  I put  a 
larger  sized  hook  for  the  head,  purposely,  and 
find  it  pays. 

Now  “ Stewart”  always  plumped  for  the  black- 
headed worm,  if  it  could  only  be  procured  of  the 
right  size,  for,  if  once  well  jerepared,  these  worms 
have  a bright  pink  tail,  and  are  very  tough  and 
durable. 

He  speaks  of  the  red-headed  worm  (no  doubt 
the  dew  worm),  and  says  (see  page  145,  “ Practice! 
Angler”):  “As  a bait  for  trout  it  does  not 
deserve  much  attention ; it  is  so  thick  in  pro- 
portion to  its  length.”  Hear,  hear ! He  likes 
the  brandling  worm,  despite  its  odour,  and  the 
marsh  worm. 

Hallo,  Mr.  Walbran,  what’s  this?  I turn  up 
your  work,  “ The  British  Angler  ” (1889),  and 
I read  at  page  40  these  words  from  your  own 
pen  : “ In  the  clear  water  style  I prefer  brand- 
lings about  1^  inches  in  length,  but  as  they  are 
tender,  &c.,  I usually  employ  dew  worms  of  the 
same  size.” 

Mr.  Pritt  gives  the  first  place  “ to  the  small 
dark-blue  headed  worm  which  have  not  bred,” 
identical  with  Stewart’s  black-headed  worm,  and 
then  mentions  the  brandling,  but  says  they  are  so 
tender,  &c.  Then  Mr.  Pritt  mentions  a thing 
which  staggers  me — namely,  that  a green  worm 
is  preferable  to  a red  one  “ in  tributary  becks,” 
though  not  in  rivers  of  any  size.  As  most  people 
throw  them  away  they  arc  seldom  tried,  and  the 
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fact  coming  from  his  pen  demands  attention.  It 
is  certainly  new  to  me. 

If  1 might  give  my  own  individual  experience, 
it  is  all  in  favour  of  a well-scoured,  pink-tailed, 
black-headed  worm,  about  the  thickness  of  a 
quill.  I detest  large,  over  sized  worms,  and 
throw  them  all  away. 

Next  to  this  I infinitely  prefer  the  marsh  worm 
with  the  pink  hue  which  it  possesses  when  it  is  in 
condition,  and  then  I plump  for  the  dew  worm  of 
moderate  length,  though  this  worm  has  a great 
tendency  to  twist  itself  into  a knot  and  break 
itself  on  Stewart  tackle,  and  is,  all  round,  less 
tough  than  either  of  the  varieties  named. 

Now  comes  the  matter  of  sinkers,  and  here  Mr. 
Walbran  is  so  emphatic  that  one  would  think 
that  he  who  used  one  would  be  out  of  the  hunt 
altogether.  He  says;  “Never  dream  of  such  a 
thing,  my  friend.  The  style  of  fishing  that  I am 
writing  about  is  simply  fly-fishing  with  the 
worm,  so  that  shot  on  the  line  would  prove 
fatal  to  success.” 

Mr.  Stewart  agrees  so  far  with  him,  but  most 
wisely  adds  this  saving  clause;  “The  only 
occasions  on  which  the  use  of  sinkers  can  be 
defended  are,  either  when  the  wind  is  blowing  so 
strong  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  keep  the 
line  in  the  water  without  them,  or  when  it  is 
necessary  to  fish  water  so  deep  that  the  trout 
would  not  see  the  worm  unless  they  were  used.” 

Mr.  Pritt  inclines  to  use  no  shot  “ in  summer,” 
and  yet  I often  prefer  a small  shot,  in  large  rivers 
in  particular.  I think,  however,  that  no  hard 
and  fast  rule  can  be  laid  down.  In  fishing  the 
thin  sides  of  pools  or  streams,  in  casting  over 
trout  rising  at  the  fly,  say  in  a cauld  pool  (or 
weir),  in  July — or  in  fishing  small  tributaries 
generally — a sinker  may  be  dispensed  with,  but 
when  the  wind  is  blowing  down  stream  hard,  a 
shot— yes,  or  even  two — is  of  enormous  advan- 
tage in  rapid  rivers  of  large  volume. 

Further,  let  me,  with  no  uncertain  voice,  recom- 
mend all  practical  worm  fishers  to  try,  in  lien  of 
a split  shot  on  the  line,  the  very  smallest  blue 
steel  swivel  manufactured  by  Hutchinson — choose 
one  that  runs  like  oil,  and  rub  in  some  fat  before 
starting,  and  you  will  find  that  you  can  still  cast 
lightly  (I  am  sure  Mr.  Walbran,  for  one,  can),  and 
you  will  notice  that  as  you  raise  your  hand  and 
begin  to  tighten  your  line  the  worm  revolves 
slowly,  giving  (or)  an  appearance  of  life,  and  (b) 
concealing  the  tackle. 

Before  taking  leave  of  this  subject  may  I 
mention  that  neither  Mr.  Stewart,  Mr.  Pritt,  nor 
Mr.  Walbran,  even  mention  the  value  of  “spinning 
the  worm  ” in  clear  water  as  an  expedient  when 
trout  have  become  very  shy  from  over-fishing 
with  clear  water  worm.  Yet  this  method  will 
procure  a dish  when  the  trout  only  “knock”  the 
worm  in  the  streams  and  “ thin  ” sides.  It  is  not 
unlike  fishing  with  minnow  in  a clear  water — see 
Mr.  Wal bran’s  book. 

In  Mr.  Pritt’s  most  valuable  work,  which  lies 
before  me,  and  which  is  doubly  valuable  as  he 
presented  a copy  to  me  in  1888,  with  a pleasant 
letter,  which  (written  on  one  side)  he  mosc  kindly 
pa.sted  in  front  of  the  title  page — I mean  “ York- 
shire Trout  Flies  ” — he  has  an  addendum  con- 
taining chapters  on  Bustard  and  Minnow  Fishing 
Hp  Stream — Worm-Fishing,  Creeper  and  Stone- 
fly  Fishing,  &c  , and  here  he  takes  up  ideas  which 
my  experience  would  lead  me  to  differ  from.  I 
mean  when  he  advocates  fishing  with  clear  water 
worm  in  April  and  May,  “if  one  fishes  the  proper 
places.”  May,  I grant  you,  but  April ! Would  a 
man  be  justified  in  forsaking  the  fly  during 
the  month  'par  excellence  in  which  the  largest 
baskets  are  made  with  the  fly  on  most  of  the 
large  northern  rivers  I know,  such  as  the  Cumber- 
land Eden,  the  Tweed,  Teviot,  Hon,  Deveron,  &c. 
(the  Tummel  is  a later  river  than  any  of  the 
others)  to  fish  with  the  worm  up  stream?  Very 
few  of  us  try,  it  is  true,  but  I have  done  so  when 
trout  would  not  look  at  the  fly,  and  I seldom 
found  it  pay.  That  it  may  pay  now  and  again  is 
certain;  but  as  a rule  mostly  on  tributaries,  the 
shallow  waters  of  which  are  more  readily  heated 
by  the  rays  of  the  sun. 

In  May,  when  three  broiling  hot  days  follow  in 
succession,  and  the  waters  (being  low)  begin  to 
feel  warm  to  the  hand,  never  neglect  to  try  the 
worm  up  stream,  and  notice  then,  that  if  the 
weather  becomes  suddenly  cold  and  cloudy  trout 
cease  to  take  the  worm,  so  early  in  the  year. 

Once  in  May,  on  water  open  to  all,  on  the  Tweed, 


I took  to  the  worm  on  the  third  sunny  day, 
killing  from  eight  till  one  o’clock  181b.  of  trout, 
and  then  walked  home,  as  the  trout  suddenly 
ceased  to  feed,  and  I had  had  enough  of  it. 

In  a few  days  the  weather  changed,  and  the 
water  got  cold,  and  the  trout  would  not  touch  the 
worm. 

I do  not  think  that  writers  generally  lay 
sufficient  stress  on  temperature  as  a factor  of 
importance  ; but  when  the  nights  are  frosty  and 
the  water  remains  icy  cold  the  worm  fisher  is 
seldom  successful. 

By-the-way,  there  is  another  point  on  which 
Mr.  Walbran  touches  in  his  work,  “ The  British 
Angler,”  viz.,  the  best  time  in  which  to  fish  worm 
during  June  and  July.  He  says:  “Either  the 
first  thing  in  the  morning  or  after  sunset  (?),  but 
very  frequently  the  fish  will  take  it  during  the 
whole  of  the  day.”  Now  I am  not  an  early  bird, 
and  very  seldom  begin  till  10  or  10.30,  and  from 
that  till  5 or  5.30  I generally  find  I have  had 
enough  ; but  it  is  a wholly  novel  idea  that  trout 
take  the  worm  better  after  sunset  than,  say,  from 
eleven  to  four  o’clock,  to  me  at  least. 

I wonder  if  many  others  have  found  this  to  be 
the  case  ? It  is  singular,  inasmuch  as  trout 
generally  are  on  the  surface  then,  keenly  on  the 
look  out  for  the  usual  “ birth”  of  evening  flies,  and 
I notice  that  Mr.  Walbran  in  this  excellent  paper 
says  that  he  uses  worm  and  minnow  during  June 
and  July  tell  seven,  and  from  then  till  dusk 
sticks  to  the  fly.  That  I fully  agree  with.  But 
what  long  days  Mr.  Walbran  must  fish  when  he 
is  on  the  war  path,  to  be  sure ! 

That  he  is  a first-rate  fisherman  is  beyond  all 
question,  and  yet  we  have  our  points  of  difference. 
Before  quitting  the  subject,  I will  only  say  that  I 
have  often  longed  for  some  method  of  putting  on 
a small  sized  shot  other  than  by  splitting  it,  for 
it  is  often  hard  to  remove. 

In  fishing  a large  river,  how  handy  it  would  be 
to  fish  the  thin  sides,  and  “ hangs  ” and  “ thins,” 
without  a sinker,  and  to  be  able  to  add  one  in  a 
second,  to  fish,  perhaps,  six  or  eight  valuable 
casts,  say  where  the  centre  current  is  both  deep 
and  swift,  and  where  the  mere  surface  fisherman, 
I can  assure  him,  often  passes  by  some  lordly 
trout  each  time  he  goes  out  to  fish,  and  if  Mr. 
Walbran  can  supply  this  want,  I,  for  one,  will 
thank  him.  At  present  it  is  no  easy  matter  to 
remove  a split  shot  and  not  injure  or  cut  your 
fine-drawn  casting  line — and  it  takes  time.  Mr. 
Walbran  and  I may  have  minor  differences,  such 
as  those  named,  bud  in  the  main  we  fully  agree. 

In  all  such  matters  it  is  not  only  pleasant  but 
instructive  to  find  that  we  cannot  all  take  the 
same  view  of  things,  and  this  being  so,  let  us 
avoid  being  too  dogmatic,  and,  whilst  expressing 
our  own  opinions  with  firmness,  ever  lend  a ready 
and  courteous  ear  to  those  of  our  brother  anglers. 


By  Mac. 

Generally  speaking,  the  back-end  salmon 
angling  in  Scotland  is  not  yet  swinging  along  so 
up  to  the  mark  as  anglers  would  like  it.  A 
feature  of  the  season,  so  far  as  it  has  run,  is  the 
rapidity  with  which  the  salmon  are  making  for 
the  far  inland  waters.  In  all  the  rivers  that  have 
spated  a good  deal,  autumn-run  fish  are  now  to 
be  found  a very  long  distance  from  the  sea.  The 
Spey  is  the  only  unobstructed  river  in  which  this 
fact  is  not  particularly  apparent.  Of  course,  on 
the  Esks  and  the  Don,  there  is  not  yet  a great 
head  of  salmon  far  pushed  forward,  owing  to  the 
monstrous  obstructions  to  the  passage  which  are 
found  to  exist  on  these  rivers.  But  on  the  Dee 
and  on  the  Deveron  pioneers  of  the  autumn  run 
are  already  well  forward  to  the  upper  waters — 
on  the  Dee  as  far  as  Ballater,  and  on  the  Deveron 
beyond  Huntly.  As  yet,  in  respect  of  its  reputa- 
tion, the  Deveron  has  fished  by  a long  way  the 
best;  of  all  the  back-end  rivers.  The  Dee  has 
yielded  pretty  well  in  some  of  its  districts,  having 
cne  day  given  seventeen  fish  on  one  large  beat, 
and  another  day  seven  fish  to  one  rod  on  a 
different  beat.  Ythan  has  done  very  well,  for  it, 
and  the  lower  reaches  of  Spey  and  North  Esk 
have,  as  usual,  been  wonderfully  prolific  of  sport. 
The  Don  did  moderately  well  for  some  time,  but 
latterly  on  the  lower  reaches,  to  which  the 
angling  is  practically  confined,  the  sport  obtained 


by  most  of  the  rods  has  proved  far  from  up  to 
expectation.  The  South  Esk  is  fishing  very  well, 
and  lots  of  particularly  nice  fish  have  been 
caught  on  it.  Last  week  it  was  all  minnow, 
gudgeon,  phantom,  and  Devon  ; now  it  is  fly, 
prawn,  and  Devon  that  the  fishing  is  chiefly  had 
at  with.  The  rivers,  as  a whole,  keep  up  well  in 
volume,  but  another  heavy  spate  is  now  needed 
to  bring  up  a strong  run  of  fish  fresh  from  the 
sea.  This  is  all  the  more  needed,  since  the  great 
displays  of  fish  for  sale  conclusively  prove  that 
the  poachers  have  been  at  work  clearing  out 
thundering  lots  and  nightly  arresting  the 
runners. 


Last  week  the  Annan,  although  a trifle  low, 
was  fishing  moderately  well.  Sport,  however, 
was  not  such  as  is  looked  for  at  this  time  of  the 
autumn,  but,  as  a result  of  the  rains  which  have 
come  down  of  late,  it  is  expected  that  in  the  near 
future  the  river  will  be  very  much  better  stocked 
with  salmon,  and  sport  conse(iuently  greatly 
enhanced.  Most  of  the  fish  that  were  caught  last 
week  came  to  the  Brown  Turkey  fly. 


A REAL  picture  of  a back-end  salmon,  scaling 
391b.,  was  caught  last  week  on  Sir  Robert  Aber- 
cromby’s,  Bart.,  Forglen  section  of  the  River 
Deveron.  Messrs.  Hay  and  Lyall,  Her  Majesty’s 
fine  art  tradesmen  in  Aberdeen,  have,  I believe, 
been  entrusted  with  the  taking  of  a plaster  cast 
of  this  fine  fish. 


The  Fiddich,  which  enters  the  Spey  at  Craigel- 
lachie,  yielded  several  grilse  and  a lot  of  capital 
baskets  of  sea-trout  to  the  anglers  who  were  out 
on  it  as  it  was  running  down  after  the  recent  big 
flood.  The  fishing  on  this  stream  is  free,  and  is 
capital  for  sea-trout  in  the  back-end  for  a day  or 
two  after  the  height  of  a spate. 


Our  North  Esk  correspondent  writes ; “ Our 
first  autumn  rise  of  the  water,  which  occurred 
about  a fortnight  ago,  brought  a great  run  of  fish 
up  as  far  as  the  Craigo  Dyke,  but  they  seemed  to 
stop  there  and  to  quickly  fall  back  into  the  pools 
below.  This  was  owing  to  the  coldness  of  the 
water,  arising  from  the  snow  on  the  hills  from 
which  the  floods  come.  Last  Friday  we  had 
another  rise,  which  seemed  to  suit  the  fish  better, 
as  they  could  be  seen  spinning  over  the  dykes  in 
great  numbers.  To-day  (Saturday,  Sept.  30), 
they  can  be  seen  rising  in  most  of  the  pools. 
They  were  showing  splendidly  in  “ Sneck  ” on  the 
Edzell  Hotel  water,  but  were  apparently  running 
and  so  would  not  rise  to  the  fly.  I expect  the 
water  will  be  all  right  for  sport  on  Monday,  and 
that  during  the  rest  of  the  week  there  will  bo 
good  angling  results.  I have  heard  of  nine 
salmon  being  got  on  the  Craigo  reach  in  one  day 
already,  and  the  Morphie  water,  fished  by  Sir 
John  Gladstone,  Bart.,  and  party,  has  yielded 
some  days  takes  from  six  to  ten.” 

Already  this  autumn,  which  is  uncommonly 
early  for  it,  the  Ythan  is  yielding  good  sport  to 
the  salmon  angler.  The  other  week’s  heavy  flood 
induced  a great  head  of  fish  to  push  up,  and 
now  all  the  reaches  from  the  sea  to  about  a dozen 
miles  inland  are  well  stocked  with  fresh  run 
“ back-enders.”  On  Lord  Aberdeen’s  splendid 
and  extensive  stretches  of  “ permit  ” salmon 
water,  lots  of  anglers  have  had  salmon,  besides 
grand  baskets  of  sea-trout,  since  the  flood  of  the 
other  week.  


Since  the  autumn  run  of  fish  commenced,  the 
poaching  that  has  been  carried  on  for  salmon, 
sea-trout,  and  whitling,  on  the  rivers  of  Aber- 
deenshire, more  especially  about  Aberdeen  and 
inland  therefrom  for  ten  or  a dozen  miles,  is 
described  as  “ something  frightful.” 

I understand  that  young  Leith,  the  celebrated 
salmon-slayer,  has  the  lead  as  champion  rod  of 
the  Don  this  autumn,  but  that  he  is  hard  run  by 
Bill  Laing,  the  well-known  practical  angler  and 
tackle  maker.  


A FRIEND  writes  me ; " From  personal  expe- 
rience I have  found  the  finnocks  are  a very 
capricious  lot,  but  that  when  right  on  the  feed 
they  come  up  like  winkin,  provided  the  proper 
lure  and  the  way  of  working  it  to  prove  deadly 
(for  the  time)  are  hit  upon.  Except  when  the 
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water  is  altogether  out  of  gear,  in  fact  too  cloudy 
for  anything  but  the  worm,  there  is  a time  evep' 
day  that  for  a longer  or  shorter  space  they  will 
rise  to  a lure  of  some  sort  or  other,  fished  in  one 
way  or  another.  When  the  water  is  clear  in  a 
sense,  but  estreraely  inky,  as  anglers  term  i'", 
giving  proof  of  having  drained  off  the  peat,  the 
finnocks  rise,  perhaps,  worst  of  all.  However, 
they  then,  when  they  do  begin  to  feed,  may  be 
taken  mostreadily  with  tiny  gold  and  silverDe^  ons 
should  the  weather  be  bright,  and  with  small 
phantoms  and  fjuill  and  rubber  minnows  should 
the  weather  be  dark.  Referring  especially  to  the 
autumn,  I find  that  in  the  tideways  and  for  the 
matter  of  a few  miles  further  inland  in  a good 
full  volume  of  water  and  with  a pretty  stiff 
breeze  on,  the  several  tubes — red,  brown,  and 
grey,  just  as  suits  the  condition  of  light  and 
colour  of  water  for  the  time — often  answer 
remarkably  w'ell.  But  the  killing  sizes  and  also 
the  killing  way  of  working  the  lure  for  the  time 
being  have  to  be  found  out,  and  this  is  not  always 
just  so  easy  a matter  as  one  might  imagine.  At 
one  time  a few  long  sharp  draws  across  the  water 
almost  on  thesiirface  will  answer  best,  at  another 
time  short  sharp  jerks  work  the  oracle  most 
satisfactorily.  The  same  with  the  creeper,  which 
one  working  it  aright  will  find  killing,  while 
another  does  not,  although  the  latter’s  method 
may  be  far  the  most  killing  on  another  occasion.” 

The  finnocks  that  anglers  have  got  of  late  on 
the  lower  reaches  of  the  Dee,  have  nearly  all 
been  net  marked.  This  is  the  poacher’s  trail, 
and  it  indisputably  attests  to  the  persistent  and 
steady  use  of  the  small  mesh  net  overnight  by 
the  fraternity.  

Since  the  middle  of  last  week  there  have  been 
some  pushes  of  water,  more  or  less  heavy,  in 
most  of  the  rivers  of  the  middle  district  of  the 
east  coast  of  Scotland.  The  Tayhas  come  more 
into  form  and  given  enhanced  sport,  albeit  the 
majority  of  anglers  consider  that  there  is  still 
much  left  to  be  desired.  Such  magnificent  sport  as 
is  usually  obtained  in  the  Tay  in  the  autumn  has 
not  this  year  yet  been  realised,  notwithstanding 
that  this  year  is  far  run  on.  No  one  has  had 
the  luck  to  run  up  a one  day  big  take,  and  no 
specially  heavy  fish  have  been  got  up  to  the  middle 
of  the  present  week.  A good  many  salmon  and 
grilse  have  been  got  on  the  free  water  at  Berth, 
a 30-pounder  being  the  heaviest  of  these.  The 
Forth  is  now  yielding  anglers  fair  sport,  but  as 
yet  chiefly  with  grilse,  which  are  averaging 
between  51b.  and  tilb.  The  Earn  has  yielded 
several  nice  fish  in  addition  to  grilse,  and  so  also 
has  the  Tay’s  other  tributary,  the  Garry. 

The  Annan  anglers  have  got  a flood  with  which 
a fine  head  of  salmon  have  run  up,  and  some  great 
whoppers  are  believed  to  be  now  in  the  river. 
One  angler  hooked  a giant  salmon,  which  broke 
bis  rod  and  sent  all  his  angling  gibbles  to 
smithereen.  Truly,  the  “ Anak  ” salmon  of  the 
Annan  are  nae  canny  ! 

Thus  late  in  the  season,  the  River  Shin,  in 
Sutherlandshire,  is  doing  better  this  year  than  it 
has  done  for  years  past.  As  last  week’s  results 
on  the  whole  river,  which  is  only  about  four  miles 
in  length,  some  fourteen  or  fifteen  fish  were  landed. 
The  best  one  day’s  score  by  a single  rod  was  four 
fish,  and  the  heaviest  fish  of  the  week  was  271b. 

Magnificent  sport,  putting  entirely  into  the 
shade  the  best  meantime  obtained  elsewhere  in 
Scotland,  is  now  being  had  by  the  Gordon  Castle 
party  on  the  Duke’s  many  miles  of  salmon  fishery 
of  Lower  Spey.  

The  end  of  the  bait  fishing  season  on  the  Border 
Esk  was  reached  on  Saturday  last,  when,  in  a 
drumly  water,  several  anglers  made  heavy  takes 
of  sea-trout.  Prom  this  date  onward  the  atten- 
tion of  anglers  will  be  mainly  confined  to  salmon, 
which  it  is  reported  are  now  running  freely. 

On  the  Tweed  butvery  few  anglers  are  yet  fish- 
ing closely,  hence  comparatively  little  successful 
back-end  salmon  angling  is  there  yet  to  report. 
But  in  another  week,  should  the  water  get  into 
fettle,  the  autumn  salmon  anglers  will  be  on  in 
full  force,  and  then  we  may  expect  to  hear  of 
something  specially  worth  recording. 


La.st  month  great  sport  was  had  on  the  pre- 
served waters  of  South  Hist  among  the  sea-trout 
by  Lady  Gordon  Cathcart’s  sporting  party. 

Is  this  a rare  old  chestnut?  Two  Cockneys, 
holidaying  in  the  country  for  the  first  time, 
chanced,  when  strolling  along,  to  come  upon  a 
field  of  ripe  barley,  when  one  suddenly  exclaimed, 
pointing  his  hand  to  draw  the  other  s attention, 
“ Dear  me,  Chawlie,  strike  my  luck  if  aint  a 
whole  field  of  shwinips  ! ” 


I HE.AR  from  a friend  that,  Inveterate  gud- 
geoners  on  the  Scotch  back-end  salmon  rivers  are 
aghast  at  the  prospect  of  the  poor  gudgeon  being 
no  longer  available  for  salmon-baiting,  owing  to 
a fishery  bye-law  having  been  passed  ]irohibiting 
the  capture  of  the  gudgeon  by  net.  This  will  be 
a sad  blow  to  those  who  kill  all_  their  fish  by 
spinning,  for  the  reason,  perhaps,  in  the  case  of 
most,  that  they  cannot  get  sport  in  any  other 
way.  On  the  Scotch  rivers  nowadays  the  art  of 
fishing  well  with  the  salmon  fly  is  restricted  to 
one  in  every  ten,  while  nine-tenths,  or  the  colossal 
majority,  are  found  to  be  decent  spinners,  but 
are  not  really  decent  hands  at  any  other  method 
of  fishing  for  salmon.” 


Mr.  David  Murray,  fishing-tackle  maker, 
Brechin,  writes  : “ On  the  South  Esk  a grilse  of 
51b.  and  a salmon  of  161b.  were  taken  by  Mr. 
Brain,  from  the  stretch  of  water  between  Brechin 
Bridge  and  the  Craig  Bool.  Good  sport  has  been 
had  on  the  Aldbar  section.  Mr.  Chalmers  got  a 
grilse,  and  a salmon  weighing  161b.,  and  the  same 
day  Master  Cecil  Chalmers  caught  three  grand 
sea-trout  with  the  Campbell  fly,  grilse  size. 
Wednesday,  Messrs.  Lamsou  had  eight  salmon  on 
the  Kinnaird  beat.  Though  fish  are  being  got  on 
the  lower  lengths  of  the  North  Esk,  they  are  now 
dour  to  take  the  fly,  and  a spate  is  needed  to 
make  them  kittle  up.  Another  rattling  flood 
would,  it  is  certain,  make  the  angling  capital  all 
through  until  the  season  finishes.’ 


A CURIOUS  EXPERIENCE. 


In  the  “ sweet  o’  they  ear,”  towards  the  end  of 
May,  when  the  earth  is  beautiful  and  the  air  full 
of  sweet  sounds  and  odours — when  our  north- 
country  streams  are  as  clear  as  gin,  and  the  old- 
fashioned  angler  holds  that  one  might  as  well 
“ throw  a pair  o’  clogs  on  t’  watter  ” as  a fly  or 
any  other  lure  for  trout — creeper-fishing  affords 
deiicioussport,  buti,  for  my  part,  ownthat  lalways 
fish  it  with  a certain  sense  of  terror.  Not  that  1 
fear  the  insect — venomous-looking  reptile  though 
lie  is — so  ugly  that  I have  known  at  least  three 
anglers  who  did  not  pursue  this  branch  of  sport 
because  they  dare  not  handle  the  bait.  No.  my 
fears  arise  from  quite  a different  source.  Many 
a time,  about  the  date  I speak  of,  have  I been 
having  pretty  sport,  picking  up  a good  trout  for 
everyPreeper,  almost  for  every  cast,  when  all  of 
a sudden,  as  though  a fiat  had  gone  forth,  the 
fish  stopped  dead,  and  fear  and  trembling  came 
upon  me.  I suppose  people  looking  on  would  see 
my  eyes  almost  starting  out  of  my  head  as  I 
tare  at  the  water  and  scrutinise  the_  streams. 
They  certainly  would  suspect  my  sanity  when 
piresently  I say  with  a sigh,  “'Ay,  ■ it,  I 

thought  as  much,”  wade  out,  reel  up,  undo  my 
rod,  pack  up,  and  wend  my  way  dolelully  home- 
wards. Not  to  make  a mystery  of  the  matter, 
my  pet  dread  at  this  season  is  sheep-washing. 
The  water  becoming  coloured,  bits  of  wool  float- 
ing on  the  stream — these  are  what  bring  down 
the  curtain  so  suddenly. 

Still,  there  is  sheep-washing  and  sheep-washing. 
In  the  district  where  I find  my  opportunities  of 
creeper-fishing,  sheep  dipping  is  universally  prac- 
tised, and  the  litjuid  in  which  they  are  dipped  is 
a very  poisonous  arsenical  preparation.  This 
method  has  in  a great  measure  superseded  sheep 
salving  in  the  north  of  England.  The  salve  which 
was  so  deftly  spread  along  the  longitudinal 
partings  in  the  fleece  was  a compound  of  Russian 
tar  and  Irish  butter,  boiled  together,  and  was  not 
calculated  to  be  so  sickening  to  fish.  Salving, 
however,  is  not  yet  obsolete ; in  the  Yorkshire 
dales  it  still  “holds  the  field,”  and  although  I 
have  often  seen  trout  roll  to  the  surface  uneasily 
within  fifty  yards  of  the  pool  wRere  the  washing 
was  being  done,  I fancy  the  effect  is  soon 


exhausted  and  does  not  extend  half  a mile  down 
the  water,  as  is  the  case  when  dipped  sheep  arei 
being  operated  upon.  There  is  another  point' 
about  the  Yorkshire  washings : the  operation  is 
performed  about  midsummer,  when  yierhaps  a 
thousand  sheep — with  much  bleating,  barking  oil  I 
dogs,  and  halloaing  of  shepherds — are  driven 
down  from  the  fells  to  be  washed  before  the. 
clipping,  so  that  creeper-fishing  is  not  interfered 
with,  at  all  events.  _ . 

I question  whether  anybody  in  this  world  j 
enjoys  the  annual  holiday  in  summer  so  muciiij 
as  a country-bred  man  who  has  been  drafted  into 
a town  and  has  there  drifted  into  newspaper  work. 
Ah,  the  joy  of  having  nothing  to  do  but  fish  for  a 
fortnight  or  three  weeks,  where  there  are  no 
newspapers  1 How  cheerfully  he  lets  the  world 
wag  ! I was  in  this  blissful  state  one  bright 
June  morning  as  I turned  my  face  dalewards, 
pondering  that  if  the  beck  were  as  low  and  fine 
as  it  was  the  day  before,  I had  my  work  cut  out 
to  make  a decent  creel  and  avert  discomfiture. 
However,  I had  done  what  in  me  lay  to  ensure 
success.  My  gut  was  of  the  finest,  my  hooks  on 
the  Stewart  tackle  small,  my  worms  of  the 
choicest,  for  the  trout  turn  up  their  noses  at  a 
worm  a size  too  large  in  that  stream.  On  my 
way  I had  decided  to  leave  on  my  left  a gbyll  with 
waterfalls  and  deep  black  pools,  because  I had  been 
fishing  those  pools  rather  hard  for  several  days, 
and  the  fish  had  become  shy.  However,  the 
thought  of  a nice  little  bit  of  greensward  by  the 
side  of  one  of  those  pools,  surrounded  by  a choice 
bit  of  scenery,  tempted  me  to  rig  up  there,  so  I 
made  my  way  down  a wooded  gully  to  the  spoL 
When  ready,  the  pool  tempted  a cast  or  two,  and 
now  I perceived  that,  although  not  percepUbly 
higher,  the  water  was  distinctly  coloured.  Ram 
at  the  head  of  the  dale,”  I thought ; “ well,  this 
will  suit  me  better,  unless  a flood  is  coming,  and 
then  these  brutes  are  as  stubborn  as  rnules. 
However,  almost  at  the  first  throw,  at  the  foot  of 
the  pool,  a good  fish  seized  and  jiggered  sideways 
towards  me  most  curiously.  In  five  seconds  he 
was  in  the  net,  and  when  I looked  at  hini  I 
wondered  he  should  have  been  got  out  so  easily, 
for  he  was  a handsome,  black-spotted,  thick-set 
fish,  well  over  a pound;  but  I found  that,  though 
hooked  fairly  in  the  mouth,  the  gut  had  made  a 
turn  round  the  off-side  gill,  and,  I suppose,  dw- 
abled  him.  This  was  a good  beginning.  At  the 
head  of  the  pool  I dropped  a worm  just  at  the 
point  of  a rock  which  jutted  out  into  the 
stream,  and  had  the  luck  to  kill  another  almost 
as  large.  Then  I turned  out  of  the  ghyll, 
and  made  my  way  to  the  top  of  the  ravine, 
resuming  operations  in  the  purling  streams 
which  alternate  with  pools  all  the  way  up  the 
dale.  The  sport  was  not  furious,  though  it  was 
steady  for  some  time,  and  then  a slack  time 
set  in,  and  I sat  down  to  smoke  until  a fish 
rose.  I was  half  way  through  a second  pipe 
before  that  event  occurred.  For  over  a hundred 
yards  I did  nothing,  and  then  on  a very  shallow 
prattling  stream  a fish  took,  dashed  across  to 
deeper  water,  and  gave  me  an  anxious^  ten 
minutes,  for  I fancied  it  was  lightly  hooked.  It 
was  safely  netted  at  last,  however,  and  was  a 
golden  beauty  about  the  size  of  the  first. 
the  day  proceeded,  to  my  great  content.  I had 
fished  about  a mile  of  water  when  my  eyes  “Sgan 
to  stand  out,  for  a great  bleating  of  sheep,  which 
had  been  audible  for  the  last  hour  or  two,  became 
distinct,  and  I pulled  up  on  my  tackle  a quarter 
of  a yard  of  wool.  The  murder  was  out.  I had 
been  "fishing,  and  having  very  nice  sport,  in  water 
coloured  by  sheep-washing,  but  now  I_  was  too 
near  the  scene  of  operations  to  do  anything 
and  as  the  water  above  the  “washdub”  looked 
very  clear  and  attenuated,  I joined  the  jovial 
sheep-washers,  and  was  promptly  handed  a 
tumbler  half  full  of  gin. 

I have  caught  heavier,  but  never  a prettier 
basket.  They  numbered  just  a score,  in  the 
pick  of  condition.  Three  weighed  81b.,  and 
made  a pretty  dish  of  themselves.  Eleven 
made  a handsome  dish  of  fish  avera^ging 
half  a pound,  and  the  rest  were  smaller.  Never 
before  had  I had  such  an  experience,  nor  since, 
for  I have  never  chanced  to  fish  those  Yorkshire 
streams  under  similar  circumstances,  and  I don  t 
know  whether  the  behaviour  of  the  trout  on  that 
occasion  was  habit  or  a mere  freak.  But  of  one 
thing  I am  sure — that  I should  never  have  made 
that  basket  if  the  sheep  had  been  dipped.  1 
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referred  the  problem  to  the  angling  oracle  of  the 
village.  “ Trout’s  <iueer,”  he  said  ; “ they’re  like 
■women — apt  to  go  by  rewles  o’  contrairy,  an’  you 
never  know  where  you  hev  ’em ; but  to  my 
thinkin’  they  must  ha’  disliked  the  sauve,  and  tuk 
the  worm  to  tak  the  taste  out  o’  their  mouths.” 

Gketa. 


SPINNING  WITH  SPOON. 


The  method  of  fishing  which  I am  about  to 
describe  has  various  advantages. 

Worm  fishing  in  small  moorland  streams  found 
favour  in  the  eyes  of  the  late  Mr.  Francis 
Francis,  one  of  its  charms  being  the  small  amount 
of  impedimenta  required — rod,  line,  hooks,  and  a 
bag  of  worms  being  the  extent  of  the  outfit. 

In  the  case  of  spoon  fishing  even  less  is  needed, 
the  bag  of  worms  being  quite  superfluous  ; all 
that  is  required  is  a light  spinning  rod,  a centre- 
pin  reel,  a couple  of  spoons,  each  on  a yard  or  so 
of  stout  gut,  and  a fine  line. 

Dressed  silk  is  very  nice  to  fish  with,  but  it 
very  soon  loses  its  dressing,  as  the  friction 
through  the  rings  is  very  great,  the  line  being 
continually  travelling  through  them. 

Nine  out  of  every  ten  anglers  who  have  tried 
spoon  in  any  water  within  fifty  miles  of  London 
have  probably  failed  to  catch  anything  but  weeds, 
and  after  an  hour  or  so  have  given  it  up  as  use- 
less. The  reason  of  this  is  probably  not  far  to 
seek ; in  most  cases  the  spoon  is  mounted  on 
thick  gimp,  has  two  large  treble  hooks  which 
catch  everything  but  fish,  and  a foot  or  so  above 
the  spoon  a large  lead  is  fixed ; usually  the  bait 
is  so  tarnished  that  the  original  colour  is  a matter 
of  pure  speculation. 

This  arrangement  is  cast  more  or  less  heavily 
into  the  deep  holes,  which  are  tolerably  clear  of 
weeds,  and,  consequently,  not  particularly 
favoured  by  pike,  unless  by  one  or  two  veterans 
who  will  not  condescend  to  take  any  bait  less  than 
about  half  a pound. 

Perhaps  on  a windy  day,  with  a good  ripple,  the 
angler  may  happen  to  spin  over  a shallow,  weedy, 
and,  consequently,  likely  place,  and  catch  a fish 
or  two  even  with  the  tackle  described,  but  they 
will  probably  average  about  a pound,  sometimes 
less.  For  all  other  fish  we  now  adopt  the  finest 
and  neatest  tackle  that  can  reasonably  be  used. 
Why  should  not  the  tackle  used  for  pike  also  keep 
pace  with  the  times,  the  thick  gimp,  &c.,  being 
only  used  in  those  favoured  spots  where  the  pike 
are  still  big,  and  easily  caught  ? 

The  spoon  used  should  be  a good  size,  silver  on 
one  side,  gilt  on  the  other,  and  kept  bright ; it 
should  have  only  one  good  treble  hook  at  tlie  tail, 
and  should  be  made  of  fairly  thick  metal,  so  as  to 
require  no  lead,  which  spoils  its  appearance,  and 
makes  quick  spinning  over  weeds  necessary,  which 
is  a great  disadvantage.  A short  strong  gut  trace 
must  be  attached,  having  a longish  loop  at  the 
head  of  the  spoon,  so  as  slightly  to  reduce  the 
chance  of  a fish  biting  through  the  gut. 

With  a little  practice  the  spoon  without  a lead 
can  be  cast  more  than  30  yards,  which  is  far 
enough  for  all  ordinary  purposes. 

The  pleasantest  manner  of  fishing  is  to  walk 
down  three  or  four  miles  of  river,  trying  the 
likely  looking  spots,  not  to  fish  every  bit  of  a 
short  length ; the  shallowest  and  weediest  spots 
will  generally  be  found  to  be  the  most  profitable; 
deep  holes  free  of  weeds  rarely  produce  a fish. 
The  fish  caught  will  not  be  large,  and  most  of 
them  must  be  returned ; they  are,  however, 
little  damaged  by  the  hook,  which  is  hardly 
ever  far  down,  though  once  I hooked  one 
inside  the  gills.  As  I have  never  fished  any 
but  public  and  much-disturbed  waters,  I 
cannot  say  what  sport  may  be  expected  on  well- 
stocked  streams,  but  the  results  of  two  conse- 
cutive days  may  give  some  idea  as  to  what  may  be 
expected.  On  Saturday  afternoon  between  4 p.m. 
and  6 p.m.  I had  six  runs  and  got  one  fish,  31b., 
and  a smaller  one,  on  a much-fished  length  of 
river  in  Essex ; on  Sunday,  in  the  Thames, 
between  12  and  3.30  p.m.,  one  jack  about  2Jlb., 
two  chub,  lib.  7oz.,  Iflb.,  and  a very  small 
jack.  Of  course  the  whole  lot  would  not  be  a 
good  catch,  but  taking  into  consideration  the 
fact  that  most  anglers  1 met  on  each  day  had  one 
or  two  small  roach,  or  not  even  that,  1 consider 
that  the  results  of  spoon  fishing  were  not  un- 
satisfactory. When  the  weeds  die  down  a spoon 


bait  is  practically  useless  as  the  water  is  never 
clear  enough  ; absolutely  clear  water  and  a good 
ripple  are  the  most  favourable  conditions.  Two 
facts  which  have  nothing  to  do  with  S{)oon  fish- 
ing, but  which  may  bo  of  interest,  I may  as  well 
mention.  A salmon  caught  in  the  nets  at  Whitby 
disgorged,  after  being  brought  on  shore,  a 
number  of  sprats. 

Sprats  were  to  be  caught  in  the  tideway  at 
Whitby,  in  a place  where  the  water  is  fresh  at 
low  tide  at  which  time  1 got  more  than  a dozen 
with  a small  trout  Hy.  C.  F.  Tv. 


A SWISS  METHOD  OF  ANGLING 
FOR  POLLAN,  VENDACE,  Ac. 


Bt  W.  Wiesmann. 

In  No.  848  of  your  valuable  paper  there  is  a 
notice  about  “fresh-water  herring  ” concluding 
with  the  remark  “ that  this  fish  is  never  taken 
angling;”  and  in  No.  856,  page  228,  about  ven- 
dace : “ Only  by  means  of  nets  have  they  as  yet 
been  successfully  captured.” 

It  will,  therefore,  be  of  some  interest  to  many 
of  your  readers  to  learn  that  in  Switzerland,  in 
the  lovely  lake  of  Zurich,  where  pollan  and  ven- 
dace  abound  in  immense  numbers,  most  of  those 
fish  caught  in  the  spring,  summer,  and  autumn 
months  are  taken  with  hook  and  line.  The 
method  is  as  old  as  the  hills. 

The  home-made  tackle,  used  by  professionals 
as  well  as  by  amateurs,  consists  of  seventy  to  one 
Inindred  yards  of  knotted  horsehair  line  ; at  the 
end  of  it  a four-yard  line  of  picked  single  hair, 
with  a paternoster  lead  at  the  bottom.  Attached 
to  that  fine  line,  at  intervals  of  about  twenty 
inches,  there  are  six  to  ten  droppers  of  very 


finest  single  hairs,  six  inches  in  length,  with  a 
roughly-made  imitation  of  a black  midge  on  a 
roach  hook  bound  with  a black  hair.  The  bottom 
dropper  is  a bit  longer  than  the  others,  and  is 
attached  to  the  same  loop  as  the  lead,  thus  lying 
on  the  ground  when  the  tackle  is  entirely  sunk. 
It  takes  most  fish,  especially  at  the  moment  when 
drawn  off  the  bottom. 

The  angler  rows  his  boat  to  the  feeding- 
ground  of  the  pollan — in  the  Zurich  lake  mosily 
at  a depth  of  fifteen  to  forty  yards — and  sinks 
his  tackle  to  the  bottom,  drawing  it  very  slowly 
up  for  some  yards,  and  letting  it  sink  again,  and 
so  on,  fishing  over  the  whole  ground.  The  boat 
is  left  drifting,  but  in  a strong  wind  it  is  neces- 
sary to  lessen  its  motion  by  a drag  board. 

Even  the  slightest  bites  are  very  easily  dis- 
cerned, as  the  line  is  firmly  stretched  by  the  lead, 
and  lightly  held  between  finger  and  thumb. 
Pollan  grow  to  a rather  large  size,  often  21b.  and 
more,  so  most  careful  handling  is  important. 
Recently  I tried  very  successfully  to  fish  that 
same  style  with  a light  rod,  substituting  a very 
fine  Nottingham  twist  for  the  hair-line,  and 
using  small  crimson  and  black  spiders  with  silver 
tinsel  body,  on  Pennell  sneck  fly  hooks.  That  way 
I lost  much  less  fish  than  on  the  unscientific 
roach  hook,  which  often  but  scratches  the  fish, 
and  I certainly  had  finer  sport  with  the  rod  than 
with  the  hand-line. 

The  single  bottom-line  can  be  made  of  fine  gut, 
instead  of  hair,  but  the  droppers  must  be  of  hair, 
so  as  to  stand  well  out  in  a bow  from  the  vertical 
line,  gut  being  much  too  limp  when  wet. 

The  fish  always  swim  in  shoals,  and  large  creels 
are  frequently  made;  lately  a friend  of  mine 


had  fifty-eight  nice  fish  in  an  afternoon’s  angling, 
fi'he  size  of  fish  forming  a shoal  will  always  bo 
pretty  well  the  same,  so  when  you  first  get  a two- 
pounder  you  may  expect  to  catch  some  more  of 
the  same  weight  immediately  afterwards.  It  is 
not  at  all  an  uncommon  experience  to  book  two 
fish  at  a time. 

Other  fish  than  pollan  are  frequently  caught 
by  this  mode — small  charr  and  perch  up  to  |lb., 
bream,  roach,  and  bleak.  By  the  bye,  charr  grow 
to  an  immense  size  in  our  lake,  specimens  lOlb.  to 
111b.  having  occasionally  been  taken  in  nets. 

To  make  the  construction  of  the  tackle  more 
easily  understood,  I send  you  a sample  of  it,  and 
I shall  be  very  glad  indeed  to  hear  that  my 
English  “ brethren  of  the  angle  ” have  been 
equally  successful  with  it. 

I may  remark  that  in  the  Zurich  lake  pollan 
and  vendace  never  come  to  the  surface,  but  I 
understand  that  in  the  large  lake  of  Constance 
they  do  so  on  hot  summer  days.  Pollan  and  their 
relations  are  artificially  hatched  in  large  quantities 
at  many  places  in  our  country,  and  a good  many 
lakes  have  been  successfully  stocked  with  that 
excellent  fish,  but  grown  fish  cannot  be  trans- 
ported any  distance,  as  they  die,  almost  instantly, 
when  taken  up  from  their  deep  haunts. 

[We  believe  it  is  a very  rare  thing  for  vendace, 
pollan,  and  other  of  the  Coregoni  to  be  taken  by 
anglers  in  this  country.  Grsat  quantities  are 
netted  from  Lough  Neagh,  in  Ireland,  and  sent 
to  the  English  markets ; and  Dr.  Day  mentions 
that  one  is  occasionally  taken  on  an  artificial  fly. 
The  vendace  abounds  in  the  lakes  near  Loch- 
maben,  Scotland  ; is  also  found  in  Derwentwater, 
Bassenthwaite,  &c. 

Known  under  the  general  name  of  “ white 
fish  ” in  North  America  and  Canada,  these  fish 
form  an  important  article  of  food,  and  are  bred 
in  enormous  numbers  for  keeping  up  the  stock 
in  the  great  lakes.  We  hope  this  account  of  a 
successful  method  of  angling  for  them  will  be 
copied  into  American  and  Canadian  papers,  as  it 
promises  to  open  up  a new  and  interesting  field 
for  anglers. 

We  give  an  illustration  of  a section  of  the  hair 
line  with  dropper  attached,  to  show  how  it  stands 
out  from  the  line.  The  “ midge  ” is  nothing  but 
glossy  fine  black  horsehair  wound  on  the  hook 
as  shown  with  the  short  ends  left ; it  is  probably 
taken  for  larvie  of  some  kind,  or  for  fresh-watef* 
shrimp,  as  these  fish  have  been  caught  with  their 
stomachs  full  of  both. 

They  are  esteemed  as  a great  delicacy. — Ed.] 


AN  ANGLING  OUTING, 

By  H.  a.  R. 

“ Come  and  have  a day’s  fishing  with  me,”  was 
the  invitation  heartily  proffered  by  a friendly 
angler  of  my  acquaintance,  to  whom  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  sketch  I will  give  the  somewhat 
inelegant  pseudonym  of  “ Mike.”  I knew  by 
former  outings  with  the  said  Mike  that  one 
would  be  sure  of  obtaining  a heavy  basket  under 
the  skilful  pilotage  of  so  ardent  a disciple  of  Old 
Tzaak  as  was  my  confrere,  and  I went  for  the 
offer  “ bald-headed,”  as  Hosea  Biglow  would  say. 
One  fine  morning  accordingly  saw  me  on  the 
banks  of  “ the  silver-streaming  Thames  ” (the 
locus  in  quo  must  be  allowed  to  remain  in 
oblivion),  where  I was  ere  long  hailed  by  my 
chaperon,  who,  true  to  time,  was  ready  and 
waiting  with  punt,  rods,  angling  paraphernalia, 
luncheon  basket,  well  filled  with  all  sorts  of 
bonnes  houches  (and,  it  may  be  added,  that  be  the 
finny  tribe  never  so  much  on  the  feed,  the  fisher- 
man, however  enthusiastic,  cannot  neglect  to 
provide  for  the  calls  of  the  inner  man),  and, 
above  all,  in  good  spirits  at  the  thought  of 
excellent  sport,  which  he  confidently  predicted 
was  in  stoi’e  for  us.  A more  charming  spot 
than  that  selected  for  our  excursion  could  hardly 
be  imagined.  Hard  by  our  trysting  place  was  a 
weir,  over  which,  in  Southey’s  words,  the 

“ Water  came  curling  and  whirling,  and  purling  and, 
twirling. 

Smiting  and  lighting, 

In  turmoil  delighting. 

Confounding,  astounding, 

Dizzying,  and  deafening  the  ear  with  its  sound.” 
Agi’and  trout, whoseweight  musthave  beensorae- 
where  about  81b.  or  91b.,  now  and  again  leaped  out  of 
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the  miniature  rapids,  as  if  to  mock  an  enthusiastic 
angler  fishing  above  with  live  bait  in  the  hope  of 
ensnaring  the  speckled  beauty.  One  side  of  the 
bank  was  fringed  with  trees  of  varied  hues,  and 
the  foam  glittered  and  sparkled  in  the  sunshine, 
gladdening  one’s  eyes  and  soothing  one’s  nerves. 
After  the  usual  cordial  greetings,  and  kind 
inquiries  auent  wife,  bairns,  &c.,  we  decided  that 
our  first  “ pitch  ” should  be  where  dace,  as  a rule, 
congregate.  Skilfully  guided  by  Mike — who  is 
acquainted  with  every  inch  of  the  water  for  miles, 
and  the  haunts  of  chub,  barbel,  roach  et  hoc  genus 
gjisces — the  punt,  a roomy  and  capacious  one,  was 
gob  under  way,  propelled  to  the  shady  side  of 
the  river,  and  made  fast  in  the  orthodox  fashion. 
Fine  tackle  was  put  up,  and  we  made  our  essay 
among  the  dace,  after  drop])ing  at  the  head  of  the 
swim  a few  small  bread  and  bran  “ puddings  ” 
to  beguile  our  prey.  At  the  first  cast  a Alb.  perch 
came  to  grief,  falling  a victim  to  a lively  gentle, 
and  in  the  course  of  an  hour  some  dozen  dace  and 
gudgeon  were  consigned  to  the  well.  All  sorts 
of  baits  were  tried,  gentles,  paste,  worms, 
chrysalis,  and  the  oft-times  deadly  eighth-of-an- 
inch  cube  of  bread  ci’ust,  but  with  indifferent 
results.  Plain  it  was  that,  for  the  nonce,  “ the 
big  ’uns  ” wei  e sulking,  or  had  retired  to  dee]>er 
water,  so  after  taking  sweet  counsel  together,  we 
opined  that  the  dace  should  be  left  to  a more 
convenient  season,  and  that  the  chub  should  be 
attacked.  “We  will  have  a try  where  I landed 
two  fish  weighing 91b.,’’  C|Uoth  Mike,  “and  if  the 
chub  are  ‘off’  we  will  go  for  barbel”  An 
adjournment  of  a quarter  of  an  hour,  however, 
took  place,  during  which  time  we  discussed 
the  contents  of  the  luncheon  basket,  and  indulged 
in  a choice  Havanna,  relinquishing  the  homely 
pipe  which  had  been  in  constant  recpiest  up  till 
then.  Our  moorings  were  soon  shifted,  and  we 
moved  higher  up  stream  under  the  shadow  of 
the  weir.  The  spot  chosen  was  said  to  be  a 
famous  one  for  “ specimen  ’’  roach,  and  we 
resolved  before  commencing  an  onslaught  on  the 
chub,  to  see  whether  the  former  were  or  were  not 
en  evidence.  After  a few  journeys  of  the  heavy 
quill  in  12ft.  of  water  it  suddenly  disappeared. 
Striking  lightly,  I felt  I had  hooked  something 
more  than  a roach.  The  reel  went  round  with 
that  rasping  music  so  welcome  to  an  angler’s  ear, 
betokening  a chub  or  at  least  a barbel.  With 
drawn  gut  line  and  small  crystal  hook  careful 
handling  was  necessary,  but  ere  long  a handsome 
barbel  of  31b.  had  taken  his  last  swim.  Conversa- 
tion then  became  confined  to  this  particular 
species  of  fish,  and  Mike  enlivened  me  with  an 
account  of  a “ whopper  ” he  and  a lady  friend 
captured  once  while  out  fishing  lower  down  the 
stream.  “ I had  had  poor  luck  for  an  hour  or 
more,’’  said  he,  “ when  I nearly  ‘ caught  a crab  ’ 
from  the  effects  on  my  nerves  of  a strong  knock 
at  my  ledger  and  equally  strong  tug  at  the  line. 
My  Nottingham  reel  spun  round  like  lightning. 
The  fish,  whatever  it  was,  was  I knew  a big  one 
(it  was  afterwards  found  to  weigh  S^lb.),  and,  as 
bad  fortune  would  have  it,  I had  brought  only 
a small  lauding  net  with  me.  After  a most 
exciting  battle  (and  barbel  can  fight,  and  no 
mistake),  and  several  fruitless  attempts  to 
get  the  giant  into  the  net,  my  fair  com- 
panion managed,  with  what  little  assistance 
I could  give,  to  get  the  tail  end  of  the 
fish  into  it,  and  between  us  the  trophj'  was 
secured.”  I could  repeat  many  more  anecdotes 
of  Mike’s  fishing  adventures  did  space  permit,  but 
must  hark  back  to  my  subject.  During  the 
recital  of  the  above  and  other  yarns,  my  roach 
tackle  was  complacently  gliding  down  my  swim, 
and  again  it  went  out  of  sight,  and  asecond  barbel 
of  the  same  size  as  my  first  was  grassed.  It  was 
patent  that  the  roach  were  not  feeding,  and  fine 
tackle  was  discarded,  ledgers  being  put  up  in  lieu 
thereof.  Mike’s  reel  soon  gave  warning  that  his 
cheese  was  being  attacked,  but  the  fish  was 
missed.  Something,  however,  was  hooked,  and 
the  line  was  fast  as  a rock,  apparently  to  the 
bottom.  The  light  rod  bent  almost  in  twain,  and 
every  known  device  was  resorted  to  to  clear  the 
tackle.  It  became  evident  that  it  was  a case  of 
“pull  devil,  pull  baker,”  and  main  force  was 
employed  with  the  expectation  of  seeing  a smash 
up  every  instant.  At  length  Mike  signalled  that 
he  was  moving  something,  and,  after  ten  minutes’ 
j>atient  “ drawing,”  the  clump  of  a tree  came  to 
the  surface,  in  which  were  firmly  embedded  the 
two  triangles  Mike  was  using.  This  unlooked- 


for  visitor  weighed  201b.,  and  it  speaks  volumes 
for  the  strength  of  the  gut  bottom  and  eight- 
plait  running  line  that  so  massive  an  obstruction 
(which  by  the  way  was  nearly  3ft.  long)  should 
have  been  brought  from  deep  water  and  secured 
without  loss  to  tackle  or  the  least  damage  to 
hooks.  Recovering  our  equanimity  and  spirits,  we 
were  soon  at  it  again,  and  in  the  space  of  three 
hours  captured  eight  barbel,  the  largest  being 
over  4,Ub.  We  took,  too,  by  ledgering,  some 
dozen  fine  roach,  some  approximating  a pound. 
In  short,  conamencing  at  noon  and  finishing  at 
7 p.m.,  we  accounted  for  thirty-five  fish,  not  a bad 
seven  hours  record.  Our  next  outing  will  be 
among  the  jack.  Mike  is  a veritable  past  master 
in  the  art  of  spinning,  for  is  it  not  written  down 
that  in  one  day  last  season,  angling  on  Club 
water,  he  brought  to  bank  twenty-seven  jack  in 
one  day,  alone  and  unaided  ? These  fish  weighed 
from  31b.  to  7Alb.  each,  and  astonished  the 
“ natives  ” of  the  place  where  the  river  fished  is 
situate.  Curious  to  add,  all  fell  to  the  allure- 
ments of  the  “ Wagtail,”  a famous  killer  on  some 
streams.  This  treat  will  be  dreamed  of  for  weeks 
to  come,  and  if  the  same  pleasure  and  success 
meet  our  efforts  as  on  the  occasion  now  chronicled, 
another  red  letter  day  will  require  to  be  noted 
in  the  diary  of  our  doings  of  the  present  season. 


Waltonlana 

Wb  have  heard  a good  deal  this  year,  and  not 
without  good  reason,  of  the  earliness  of  the  season, 
and  though  it  may  seem  a paradox,  this  earliness 
of  things  is  continuing  into  October.  I was 
talking  to  an  old  man  the  other  day  about  the 
mackerel  fishing  on  the  east  coast,  and.  he  said 
that  the  mackerel  this  year  have  come  in  nearly 
a month  before  the  usual  time,  and  he  believed 
that  if  the  men  had  only  gone  after  them  sooner, 
they  would  have  found  them  there.  The  summer 
herring  fishing  was  also  several  weeks  earlier 
than  usual.  


1893  is  a year  which  those  of  us  who  live  to 
be  very  old  will  talk  about  to  our  grandchildren. 
The  traditional  oldest  inhabitant  has  no  i-ecollec- 
tion  of  such  a summer.  It  commenced  in  April, 
and  with  a few  trivial  and  short  lapses  into 
chilly  weather,  has  lasted  until  the  present  time. 
Abundance  of  sun  necessarily  brought  about 
scarceness  of  water,  and  trout  fishers  suffered 
accordingly.  But  there  have  been  during  the 
year,  especially  at  the  opening  of  the  season,  some 
remarkable  takes  of  coarse  fish,  aud,  on  the  whole, 
I think  these  fish  have  ted  fairly  well,  as  they 
nearly  always  do  in  settled  weather,  though  they 
have  been  difficult  to  catch.  After  this  year,  I 
venture  to  say,  no  one,  whether  he  be  German  or 
Englishman  will  be  listened  to  if  he  attempts  to 
predict  the  weather  three  months  ahead.  It  is 
perfectly  clear  that  we  have  no  good  reason  to 
surmise  anything  about  the  weather  more  than 
twenty-four  hours  in  advance. 

Codling  fishing  continues  exceedingly  good.  I 
have  been  fishing  from  the  shore  once  or  twice  in 
the  dark  after  dinner  and  caught  them  at  the 
rate  of  a fish  every  three  or  four  minutes. 
Undoubtedljq  the  two  best  baits  are  mussels  and 
lugs ; whelks  are  also  very  useful,  as  they  are 
tough  and  stick  on  the  hook.  For  every  codling 
caught  with  mackerel  or  herring  one  gets  four  or 
five  with  the  two  baits  first  mentioned.  At 
night  time  these  fish  come  very  close  to  the  shore, 
and  it  is  quite  easy  to  cist  too  far;  in  fact,  I 
wasted  a good  half  hour  the  other  evening  cast- 
ing beyond  the  fish.  I found  out  my  mistake 
owing  to  some  small  boys  who  came  down  with 
some  few  yards  of  string,  a stone,  and  three  or 
four  hooks.  They  cast  this  little  line  of  theirs 
just  over  the  breakers,  and,  to  my  surprise,  very 
quickly  caught  two  or  three  codling.  I am  noi 
too  proud  to  learn  from  a small  boy  with  a bit  of 
string,  so  at  once  began  making  very  short  casts, 
and  found  myself  among  the  fish. 

A GOOD  many  fishermen  anglers  tie  on  their 
mussels,  but  this  I have  never  found  necessary, 
at  least  when  casting  with  a rod.  Very  few 
people  can  open  a mussel,  but  the  operation  is 
simple  enough  when  you  know  how.  If  anyone 
will  take  a knife  and  a large  mussel,  and  follow 


the  directions  carefully  step  by  step  he  will 
acquire  an  art  which  is  most  useful  to  the 
sahi  water  angler : Look  at  a mussel  sideways  and 
you  will  see  that  one  side  is  nearly  straight  and 
the  other  curved.  Hold  the  mussel  in  your  left 
hand  with  the  straight  edge  from  you  and  the 
pointed  end  of  it  in  the  palm  of  your  hand.  With 
a sudden  movement  of  the  first  finger  and  thumb 
press  the  two  shells,  the  under  one  to  you  and  the 
topone  from  you.  You  will  hear  a little  pop  and  see 
a place  in  which  the  knife  can  be  easily  inserted. 
Put  the  point  of  the  knife  in  and  scrape  the 
bottom  of  the  lower  shell  near  its  round  end. 
This  is  to  cut  the  bit  of  gristle  or  rnuscle  which 
holds  the  two  shells  together.  It  is  not  a bad 
plan  to  open  a mussel  any  way  you  can,  just  to 
see  where  the  muscle  is.  Once  this  is  cut  the 
shell  comes  open  very  easily.  Next  turn  the 
mussel  round  in  your  hand  so  that  the  curved 
edge  is  from  you,  but  with  the  pointed  end  still 
towards  the  palm  of  your  hand,  force  the  shell 
apart  with  your  fingers,  assisted  by  the  knife  if 
need  be,  opening  it  on  the  straight  edge,  and  run 
the  knife  round  the  edges  of  the  upper  shell ; 
then  lift  the  upper  shell  right  up  and  break  it  off. 
You  have  then  only  to  run  your  knife  round  the 
remaining  half  of  the  shell  and  the  mussel  is 
ready  for  baiting  purposes.  The  explanation  is  a 
lengthy  and  elaborate  one,  but  the  operation  is  a 
simple  one  when  understood,  and  takes  the 
expert  mussel  opener  about  fifteen  seconds  or 
less.  It  is,  I believe,  the  way  in  which  mussels 
are  opened  in  Scotland.  The  two  particular 
points  to  be  observed  are  pushing  the  shell  Side- 
ways, and  then  at  once  cutting  the  bit  of  gristle 
which  holds  the  shells  together.  Small  ropk 
mussles  cannot  be  easily  pushed  open  like  f”'®- 
I 3/m  referring  to  the  large  estuary  mussels  which 
are  used  for  cod  baits  and  are  to  be  bought  in  the 
shell-fish  shops.  

“ Fish,  Fishing,  and  Fish  Culture,”  is  a little 
book  published  at  30,  Hart-street,  Henley-on- 
Thames,  by  the  District  Fishery  Preservation 
Society.  As  last  year,  it  contains  hints  on  the 
art  of  catching  Thames  fish,  an  interesting  report 
of  the  year’s  work,  and  a very  simple  summary 
of  the  New  Thames  Fishery  Bye-laws,  so  far  as 
they  affect  the  Thames  above  the  City  Ston°, 
Staines.  With  the  new  bye-laws  every  Thames 
angler  should  make  himself  acquainted,  and  I 
think  this  summary  of  two  and  a half  pages  far 
more  useful  to  the  angler  than  a full  copy  of  the 
bye-laws,  which  are  extremely  complicated  and 
difficult  to  understand,  so  that  fid.  sent  to  30, 
Hart-street  for  a copy  of  the  book  will  be 
expended.  In  the  report  the  first  subject  dealt 
with  is  the  action  of  the  society  in  connection 
with  these  fishery  bye-laws.  To  quote  from  the 
pamphlet  : “ The  most  anxious  piece  of  work  dur- 
ing the  year  has  been  the  strenuous  opposition 
which  the  committee  felt  it  their  duty  to  make  to 
prevent  the  Thames  Conservators  enacting  bye- 
laws which  would  undoubtedly  have  had  the  effect 
of  reviving  the  almost  obsolete  practice  of 
netting  in  the  Thames.”  The  association  acknow- 
ledges the  great  support  they  received  from  the 
two  great  combinations  of  London  anglers,  the 
town  councils  of  the  riparian  towns,  county 
councils,  and  of  the  Upper  Thames  associaticras, 
particularly  the  one  at  Reading.  Among  other 
subjects  dealt  with  are  steam  launches,  swans  and 
ducks,  a prosecution  for  fishing  with  four  rods, 
trout  breeding,  subscriptions  of  London  club 
anglers,  abstraction  of  water  from  the  Thames, 
grayling,  obstructions  of  backwaters,  a descrip- 
r.ion  of  sport  in  1892-3,  improved  trout  and  jack 
fishing,  and  river  keepers’  work.  The  committee 
are  glad  to  note  that  the  similar  associations  at 
Reading  and  Maidenhead  are  represented  on  their 
committee  for  the  purpose  of  conference  on  sub- 
jects of  mutual  interest.  Templae. 


It  is  with  sincere  regret  we  record  the  death  of 
Mr.  F.  W.  Summers, of  Eton.  Deceased  was  Chair- 
man of  the  Windsor  and  Eton  Angling  Preser- 
vation Society,  and  took  great  interest  in  all 
matters  appertaining  to  the  society.  He  was  a 
keen  angler,  though  his  professional  duties  as 
assistant  music  master  at  Eton  College  and 
organist  of  St.  John’s  Church,  Eton,  prevented 
his  devoting  much  time  to  the  sport  he  took  such 
a deep  interest  in.  The  funeral,  which  took  place 
on  the  2nd  inst.,  was  numerously  attended. 


By  E.  B.  Marston. 

One  spring  day  on  a Highland  river  under  the 
roughest  conditions  of  weather,  when,  in  spite  of 
the  violent  exertion  of  casting  with 
against  a gale,  my  hands  were  often  half  frozen, 
with  such  a neuralgia  in  the  side  of  my  head 
exposed  to  the  cold  wind  that  I could  hardly 
move  my  head  to  follow  the  fly,  I rose  seven,  and 
killed  six  beautiful  fresh-run  salmon;  in  the 
excitement  of  playing  them,  all  sense  of  pain 
vanished,  driven  away,  doubtless,  by  that  tmgling 
thrill  of  the  blood,  caused  by  the  quicker  beat  of 
the  heart,  which  seems  to  respond  to  the  violence 
of  the  fish. 

It  is  this  indescribable  excitement,  when  every 
nerve  in  the  body  is  strung  to  the  utmost,  which 
gives  the  greatest  charm  to  sport.  The  remem- 
brance of  one  experience  makes  you  live  in  hopes 
of  the  next.  In  fishing,  the  very  uncertainty  of 
the  sport  lends  additional  charm.  As  Oppian 
points  out,  the  hunter  can  see  his  quarry,  oi 
follows  it  by  scent,  but  in  fishing — 

Here  to  the  scented  Game  no  dog  can  guide  ; 

Their  native  Fish  the  circling  eddies  hide. 

And  thro’  the  trackless  Deep  unseen  they  sportive 

Brides  loud  threat’ning  storms,  and  sudden  Wmds, 

He  meets  vast  whales  and  monstrous  nameless  Kinds, 
The  slender-woven  Net,  vimineous  Weel, 

The  taper  angle.  Line,  and  barbed  steel. 

Are  all  the  Tools  his  constant  Toil  employs ; 

On  Arms  like  these  the  Pishing  Swain  relies. 

But  Fishers  live  altho’  expos’d  to  Harms, 

They  have  their  Pleasures,  and  the  Sea  it  s Charms. 
Before  proceeding  to  describe  in  detail  the 
various  kinds  of  fish,  their  habits,  the  places  they 
frequent,  and  the  characteristics  by  which  they 
may  be  known,  Oppian  shows  that  our  knowledge 
of  them  must  necessarily  be  limited — 

To  comprehend  the  Whole  we  fruitless  seek  ; 

Our  souls  are  finite,  and  our  Reason  weak. 

And  yet  we  guess  the  Wat’ry  World  exceeds 
In  num’rous  Offspring,  and  in  various  Breeds. 

More  kinds  may  roll  beneath  in  briny  Floods 
Then  graze  the  verdant  Fields,  or  range  the  Woods. 

But  whether  Earth  or  Seas  in  Kinds  excell. 

The  Gods,  and  sure  the  Gods  alone,  can  tell. 

For  Human  Reach  has  certain  Limits  set ; 

Men,  who  too  curious  search,  themselves  forget. 

We  ought  to  know  our  bounds,  nor  grasp  at  All, 

But  curb  the  Wish,  and  the  mad  Thought  recall. 

In  reading  Oppian’s  descriptions  of  fish,  one 
feels  that  he  must  have  been  a keen  observer,  and 
that  where  his  account  borders  on  the  super- 
natural, he,  like  Walton,  is  relying  on  fishermen’s 
tales,  and,  as  in  the  case  of  Walton,  his  reliance 
does  not  go  beyond  a general  statement  neither 
writer  refuses  all  credence  of  a thing  because  he 
may  not  have  seen  it  with  his  own  eyes.  Oppian’s 
account  of  the  migration  of  eels  is  evidently 
described  from  personal  observation — 

Diff ’rent  the  Conduct  of  the  restless  eel  ; 

He  from  his  wonted  Hole  will  silly  steal ; 

The  fresher  Streams,  his  native  Home,  forsake. 

Despise  the  little  Brook,  or  standing  Lake. 

Curious  to  sport  in  Depths  unknown  before. 

And  search  the  Hollows  of  the  crooked  shore, 

Thro’  secret  Tracks  he  glides,  and  slimy  Ways, 

And  wreaths  his  snaky  Length  thro’  ev  ry  winding 
Maze. 

Books  I.  and  II.  of  the  Halieutics  are  devoted 
chiefly  to  descriptions  of  fish,  their  habits,  nature, 
feeding  grounds,  &c.  Oppian  finds  every  attri- 
bute of  humanity  reproduced  among  the  “ natives 
of  the  boundless  main  ” — love,  hate,  fear,  courage, 
cunning — even  the  power  of  speech,  or,  at  any 
rate,  of  making  articulate  sounds. 

The  Pensive,  Silent  Fish. 

Where  moisten’d  Cliffs  are  all  with  Herbs  o’ergrown, 
And  the  rank  Stalks  lie  matted  on  the  Stone, 

The  Sargo  will  the  leafy  Covert  praise, 

And  here  the  Dory  spends  his  easy  days. 

Here  Sea-crows  dwell,  named  from  their  dusky  Hue, 
And  tim’rous  Shade-Fish  the  blind  Haunts  pursue. 
Here  Scares  feed,  the  only  kind  that  dare 
To  form  shrill  Sounds,  and  strike  the  tremhlmg  Air. 

To  pensive  Silence  doom’d,  no  other  Fish. 

Can  speak  his  Wants,  or  tell  his  secret  Wish. 

There  is  something  comical  about  Oppian’s 
descriptions  now  and  then,  or  perhaps  imported 
into  it  by  the  translator’s  English  of  near  200 
years  ago. 

The  Wary  Haddock. 

With  these  we  may  the  wary  Haddocks  jojn, 

Who  prudent  know  what  Dangers  1o  declae. 

The  sickly  Autumn  dread,  and_ sultry  Days, 

When  scorching  Sirius  darts  his  bane'ul  Rays, 


Soon  as  the  Fever  taints  the  blasted  Air, 

They  to  some  gloomy  covert  all  repair  ; 

Close  in  the  darksome  Hole  they  moody  grieve, 

Nor  sullen  will  the  inmost  Shelter  leave  ; 

Till  the  dire  Star  has  spent  his  venom  d Rage, 

Till  the  Brooks  fill  and  all  the  Heats  asswage. 

A very  full  account  is  given  of 
The  Friendly  Pilot,  the  Sailor’s  Darlino  Iish. 
He  the  deep  seas  prefers  to  noisy  Straights, 

Who  for  the  distant  Ship  impatient  waits, 

The  friendly  Pilot-Fish,  who  joyful  views 
The  well-rigg’d  Bark,  and  every  Sail  pursues. 


So  they,  while  no  approaching  Shores  displease, 

Swim  with  the  ship  tumultuous  o’er  the  Seas. 

But  when  they  conscious  Scent  the  coming  Shore, 

Averse  they  court  the  sailor’s  look  no  more  ; 

Avoid  the  nearer  Land,  and  hie  again 
With  equal  Hast  to  the  unbounded  Main. 

Pilots  observe  the  Sign,  and  know  the  Coast 
Draws  nigh  when  they  perceive  their  Comrades  lost. 
Auspicious  Friends,  the  Sailor’s  darling  Fish, 

The  Ship’s  good  Omen,  and  the  Steersman  s Wisli, 

Laid  careless  on  the  Deck,  when  you  appear. 

The  jolly  Crew  no  sudden  Dangers  fear  ; 

But  wayward  laugh,  or  vie  in  wanton  Tales  : 

Your  Presence  gives  clear  Skies,  and  pleasing  Gales. 

No  raging  Tempests  toss  the  sparkling  Seas  ; 

But  unfurl’d  Sails  expect  the  gentler  Breeze. 

To  this  pleasing  description  of  the  sailor’s 
friend  among  the  fishes  follows  appropriately  a 
spirited  sailor’s  yarn  about  the  magic  power  ot 
the  “ Wily  Sucker,”  and  Oppian’s  cautious  way 
of  telling  the  story  reminds  one  at  once  or 
Walton’s  manner  of  introducing  to  the  reader 
some  wonderful  fish. 

The  Wily  Sucker’s  Magic  Spell. 

Par  from  the  shore  the  wily  suckler  waits 
The  coming  Ship,  but  him  the  Sailor  hates. 

Slender  his  shape,  his  Length  a Cubit  ends ; 

No  beauteous  Spot  the  gloomy  Race  commends  ; 

An  eel-like  clinging  kind,  of  dusky  Looks  ; 

His  Jaws  display  tenacious  Rows  of  Hooks. 

But  in  strange  Pow’r  the  puny  Fish  excells, 

Beyond  the  boasted  Art  of  Magick  Spells, 

Oft  Seamen  tell,  but  few  the  Tale  believe,  _ 

Or  own  those  Truths  they  cannot  well  conceive. 

Men  think  they  know  all  Nature’s  secret  Laws, 

Her  Pow’rs  define,  and  trace  each  hidden  Cause. 

Full  of  himself  the  Sceptick  over-wise 
Oft  real  Pacts,  because  unseen,  denies. 

To  strange  Effects,  when  prov’d,  no  Credit  gives. 

Feeds  his  false  Doubt,  and  thus  himself  deceives. 

The  Sucking  Fish  beneath  with  secret  Chains 
Clung  to  the  Keel  the  swiftest  Ship  detains. 

The  Seamen  run  confus’d,  no  Labour  spar  d. 

Let  Fly  the  Sheets,  and  hoist  the  topmast  Yard. 

The  Master  bids  them  give  her  all  the  Sails, 

To  court  the  Winds,  and  catch  the  coming  Gales. 

But  tho’  the  Canvas  bellies  with  the  Blast, 

And  boist’rous  Winds  bend  down  the  cracking  Mast, 
The  Bark  stands  firmly  rooted  in  the  Sea, 

And  will  unmov’d  nor  Winds,  nor  Waves  obey. 

****** 
Appall’d  the  Sailors  stare,  thro’  strange  Surprize 
Believe  they  dream,  and  rub  their  waking  Eyes. 

Oppian’s  description  of  the  Sacking  Fish 
points  in  some  respects  to  the  great  cattle  which 
has  been  known  to  pull  a vessel  up  short,  and  we 
know  that  only  the  other  day  one  of  Her 
Majesty’s  warships  was  stopped  by  a whale,  which 
was  sleeping  on  the  water  when  the  ram  of  the 
ironclad  killed  it. 

Breathes  there  the  man,  with  soul  so  dead, 

Who  never  to  himself  hath  said. 

This  is  my  own,  my  native  land? 

So  sings  Scott,  but  Oppian  sings  of— 

The  Homesick  Lobster. 

In  shelly  Armour  wrapt,  the  Lobsters  seek 
Safe  shelter  in  some  bay,  or  winding  Creek  ; 

To  rocky  Chasms  the  dusky  Natives  cleave. 

Tenacious  hold,  nor  will  the  dwelling  leave. 

Nought  like  their  Home  the  constant  Lobsters  prize, 
And  foreign  Shores,  and  Seas  unknown  despise. 

Tho’  cruel  Hand  the  banish’d  Wretch  expell. 

And  force  the  Captive  from  his  native  Cell, 

He  will,  if  freed,  return,  with  anxious  Care  _ 

Find  the  known  Rock,  and  to  his  Home  repair. 

No  novel  Customs  learns  in  diff’rent  Seas, 

But  wonted  Food,  and  home-taught  Manners  please. 
His  long-deserted  House  the  Lobster  owns,  _ 

And  with  close  ardent  Claw  indents  the  fav  rite 
Stones. 

Then  our  poet  makes  the  home-loving  lobster 
the  peg  on  which  to  hang  this  pleasant  bit  of 
patriotic  verse — we  must  remember  that  he  is 
writing  while  under  the  self-imposed  banishment 
which  he  dutifully  shared  in  Malta  with  his 
father  as  already  mentioned.  It  seems  probable 
that  we  owe  his  “ Halieutics  ” to  the  fact  that 
Malta  was  a place  of  call  for  the  sailors  of  all  the 
couutriGS  bordering  on.  tbe  Mediberraneanj  as  well 


The  Love  ok  Country’s  not  to  Man  Confin  d. 

The  Love  of  Country’s  not  to  Man  confin  d : 

The  same  propensions  sway  tho  brutal  Mnia. 

Pishes  their  Native  Caves  with  Transport  view  ; 

They  have  their  Countries,  and  their  loridnoss  too. 

No  Nation  may  with  that  blest  Clime  compare. 

That  gave  us  first  to  breathe  the  vital  Air. 

How  dear  the  first  Acquaintance  of  our  Dy®®  • 

How  rich  the  Soil ! How  beautiful  the  Skies  . 

The  Name  of  Country  fills  the  grateful  Mind 
With  all  that’s  tender,  generous  and  kind. 

Ah  ! wretched  those,  who  forc’d  from  what  they  love 
Necessitous  in  vagrant  Exile  rove  ; 

Still  restless  must  the  killing  Grief  renew. 

Despis’d  by  All,  or  pity’d  but  by  Few. 

The  naturalist  would  delight  in  Op])lan  s des- 
criptions of  the  habits  of  the  hermit  crab,  and 
his  “Nautillus”  is  as  true  to  life  as  it  is  beautitul 
in  its  suggestion.  I have  only  space  for  part  of 
it. 

The  Skilful  Floaters. 

The  nat’ral  Barks  outdoe  all  human  Art, 

When  skilful  Floaters  play  the  Sailor’s  part. 

Two  feet  they  upward  raise,  and  steady  keep. 

These  are  the  Masts,  and  Rigging  of  the  Ship. 

A Membrane  stretcht  between  supplies  the  Sail, 

Bends  from  the  Masts,  and  swells  before  the  Gale. 

Two  other  Feet  hang  paddling  on  each  side. 

And  serve  for  Oars  to  row,  and  Helm  to  guicm. 

’Tis  thus  they  sail,  pleas’d  with  the  wanton  Game, 

The  Fish,  the  Sailor,  and  the  Ship  the  same. 

But  when  the  Swimmers  dread  some  Dan^r  near, 

The  sportive  Pleasure  yields  to  stronger  Fear. 

No  more  they  wanton  drive  before  the  Blasts. 

But  strike  the  Sails,  and  bring  down  all  the  Masts. 

The  rolling  Waves  their  sinking  Shells  o erflow. 

And  dash  them  down  again  to  Sands  below. 

Did  the  Nautillus  suggest  the  Ship  ? 

Ye  Pow’rs  ! When  Man  first  fell’d  the  stately  Irees, 
And  past  to  distant  Shores  on  wafting  Seas: 

Whether  some  God  inspir’d  the  wondrous  thought. 

Or  chance  found  out,  or  careful  Study  sought ; 

If  humble  Guess  may  probably  divine. 

And  trace  th’  Improvement  to  the  first  Design  ; 

Some  Wight  of  prying  Search,  who  wond  ring  Smocl, 
When  softer  Gales  had  smooth  d the  dimpled  Mood, 
Observ’d  these  careless  Swimmers  floating  move. 

And  how  each  Blast  the  easy  Sailor  drove  ; 

Hence  took  the  Hint ; hence  form  d th  imperfect 
Draught;  . 

And  Ship-like  Fish  the  future  Sea-man  taught. 

Then  Mortals  try’d  the  shelving  Hull  to  slope. 

To  raise  the  Mast  and  twist  the  stronger  Rope, 

To  fix  the  Yards,  let  fly  the  crowded  Sails  ; _ _ 

Sweep  thro’  the  curling  Waves,  and  court  auspicious 
Gales. 


Oppian  is  very  fond  of  comparisons ; for 
instance,  he  gives  a lively  picture  of  the  noisy 
tumults  of  the  shoals  of  breeding  fish  on  their 
annual  migration  from  the  Higean  to  the,  at  that 
time  o£  year,  calmer  Euxiiie  Sea,  which  he 
compares  with  the  migration  of  the  cranes. 

The  Prudent  Cranes  and  Puny  Pigmies. 

So  prudent  Cranes,  from  Egypt’s  slimy  Banka, 

Concert  their  Flight,  and  form  their  airy  Ranks  ; 

Bleak  Atlas  leave,  and  Ethiopia’s  Snows, 

Where  puny  Pigmies  bend  their  hostile  Bows. 

Loud  Clangors  sound  the  March  ; the  Flocks  on  high 

Spread  their  long*  Wing’s,  and  brush  th  uncolour  d oky. 

Well-rang’d,  they  file  along  the  trackless  Plain, 

And  busy  Plumes  the  whistling  Welkin  fan. 

After  spawning  in  the  Buxine  in  the  spring, 
the  parent  fish  and  their  young  remain  in  its 
shallow  depth  until  alarmed  by  the  storms  of 
winter,  by  which  this  sea,  our  author  tells  us,  is 
” incessant  tost.” 

Migration  of  Fishes. 

Insulting  Winds  it’s  shallow  Depth  command. 

And  boiling  Floods  turn  up  the  working  sand. 

* * * * * 

The  vap’ry  Mountains  blacken  from  afaD 
Recruit  the  Tempest,  and  maintain  the  War. 

Fishes  alarm’d  the  changing  Season  mourn. 

And  with  their  little  Fry  in  Throngs  return. 
Backward  again  their  hasty  course  they  steer, 

And  the  free  open  Main  to  in-land  Seas  prefer. 

Anyone  who  has  watched  a storm  gathering 
among  the  mountains  will  be  struck  with  Oppian  s 
description  in  the  lines  just  quoted  of  how  they 
seem  to  lend  living  aid  to  the  tempest. 

( To  be  continued.) 


We  are  pleased  to  announce  that  Messrs. 
Hearder  and  Sons,  of  ITymoiith,  have  been 
awarded  a gold  medal  at  the  Fisheries  Exhibition 
which  has  just  been  held  at  Truro.  This  maKes 
the  sixteenth  they  have  received  for  excellence 
of  fishing  tackle.  ^ 

If  you  are  Interested  In  Books 

send  2s.  «d.  in  stamps  for  a copy  post  free  every  week  for 
3 months  of  “The  Publishers’  Circular  and  Booksellers 
Eecobd,”  St.  Duustan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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IProvincfal  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  members  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers’  Benevolent 
Society  fished  a contest  on  Oct.  1 at  Fernhill  Heath 
for  a number  of  prizes  given  by  the  clubs  and  some  of  the 
chief  members  of  the  society.  The  contest  was  fished  in 
the  canal  towards  the  Severn,  which  is  a continuation  of 
the  Droitwich  Canal  which  I mentioned  in  my  notes  last 
week  as  being  so  poorly  stocked  with  fish.  The  present 
contest  proved  that  the  same  state  of  things  exist  all 
along  this  canal,  and  it  will  be  a long  time  before  another 
contest  will  be  held  in  these  waters.  The  water  was 
marked  out  shortly  after  the  arrival  of  the  train  by 
Messrs.  White  and  Jolly,  and  the  contest  commenced  at 
12  30.  150  members  sat  down  to  fish,  or  pass  the  time 

away  with  the  expectation  of  catching  fish,  for  the  two 
hours  which  was  the  duration  of  the  contest,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  the  umpires  collected  the  bags,  when  it 
was  found  that  only  thirty-nine  members  had  taken 
fish.  The  bags  were  conveyed  to  the  Bull  Inn,  where 
the  weighing  took  place.  The  first  prize  winner  was  Mr 
W.  Horne,  jun.,  of  the  Deritend  and  Highgate  Park 
Clubs,  the  winner  of  the  late  Pershore  contest  and 
challenge  cup  holder.  This  member  seems  to  be  in  luck 
just  now.  His  weight  of  fish  was  only  7%oz.  The  other 
winners  were  as  follows : second,  Mr.  Hanby,  St. 
Stephen’s;  third,  Mr.  J.  Hounslow,  Vine  Unity 
fourth,  Mr.  A.  Horton,  Bellbarn ; fifth.  Mr.  Lacy^ 
St.  Paul  s ; sixth,  Mr.  Sarjent,  St.  Paul’s;  seventh 
and  eighth  are  ties,  Mr.  Smith,  Beehive,  a’ d Mr. 
T.  Starsmore,  Aston  Manor;  ninth,  Mr.  J.  Holtum 
Garrison;  tenth,  W.  Groves,  St.  Paul’s;  eleventh  and 
twelfth,  ties,  Mr.  H.  Allen,  St.  Paul’s,  and  Mr.  H.  Att- 
wood,  jun.,  Heartsof  Oak  ; thirteenth,  T.  Bate,  Brothers 
Well  Met;  fourteenth,  Mr.  Carwithen,  Brookfields  ; 
fifteenth,  Mr.  Lovell,  Bellbarn ; sixteenth,  W.  German’ 
Bellbarn ; seventeenth,  Mr.  A.  Clowes,  Hillyfields ;’ 
eigthteenth,  Mr.  Edwards,  St.  Stephen’s  ; nineteenth, 
Mr.  H.  Clarke,  Highgate  Park ; twentieth,  Mr.  J. 
Adams,  Queen  Ann’s.  Messrs.  White,  Jones,  Reynolds, 
Jolly,  and  Marshall  acted  as  referees.  The  prizes  will 
be  distributed  at  the  Birmingham  Arms,  Smithfield,  on 
Thursday  evening  next,  Oct,  19,  upon  which  occasion  a 
smoking  concert  will  be  held,  and  a small  charge  for  ad- 
mission made  to  defra.y  the  expenses,  and  the  surplus 
money  to  go  to  the  funds  of  the  society. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  above-mentioned  contest  the 
majority  of  the  members  made  their  way  to  the  River 
Salwarpe  and  Severn,  which  runs  very  close  to  the  canal. 
Some  of  them  met  with  fair  sport.  Mr.  C.  Hall,  of  the 
Highgate  Park  Club,  took  a very  nice  pike,  which 
weighed  14flb.,  from  the  Salwarpe,  close  to  where  it 
empties  itself^  into  the  Severn.  The  fish  was  in  good 
condition,  and  is  to  be  preserved,  and  will  in  future 
adorn  the  walls  of  the  Roebuck  Inn,  Harwin-street,  the 
meeting-house  of  the  Highgate  Park  Society. 

The  Cape  Hill  Club  held  their  first  annual  contest  at 
the  Broadwater  Pool,  near  Kidderminster,  on  Saturday 
last.  The  members  fished  two  hours  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  Mr.  P.  Harris,  who  acted  as  referee.  The 
result  was  as  follows  Mr.  Ashew,  1st;  Mr.  Briieman 
2nd ; Mr.  Gurman,  3rd ; Mr.  Kirby,  4th  ; Mr.  Hare’ 
5th;  Mr.  Hinckley,  Gth  ; Mr.  Hayden,  7th,  &c.  The 
winner's  weight  was  over  21b.  The  prizes  will  be  dis- 
tributed at  the  next  general  meeting. 

The  recent  rains  have  put  the  Avon  and  Severn  in 
good  order  for  fishing,  but  the  Trent  remains  fine.  Some 
good  catches  of  roach  have  been  made  at  Twyning 
Fleet.  On  Monday  morning  last  a native  took  ‘jOJlb. 
Other  decent  baskets  were  also  taken.  The  pike  are  on 
the  move  in  this  district,  but  have  run  rather  small. 


FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

Trout  fishing  for  the  season  is  now  over.  Heavy 
rains  towards  the  end  of  last  week  so  .swelled  the  v/aters 
of  the  Derwent  as  to  drive  most  anglers  away  (amongst 
others  “ Red  Spinner”  and  Mr.  Walbran),  and  put  an 
end  to  fly-fishing  for  the  time  being.  Bottom  fishers  in 
some  of  the  lengths  did  fairly  well.  After  the  water 
fined  grayling  rose  pretty  freely  to  the  fly.  In  the  Wye 
some  fair  bags  were  made,  particularly  below  Eowsley. 
Given  a little  frost  the  grayling  prospects  are  excel- 
lent. The  Trent  was  affected  to  some  extent  by  the 
rain,  but  much  more  by  the  flood  in  the  Derwent.  The 
cold  weather  seems  to  have  driven  the  barbel  into  the 
deeps,  and  the  season  for  most  anglers  who  do  not  know 
how  and  where  to  take  barbel  in  winter  may  be  said  to 
be  practically  over,  though  even  during  the  past  week 
they  have  been  taking  fair  bags  of  barbel  lower  down 
the  river.  It  has  been  a good  season.  Chub  have,  how- 
ever, by  way  of  compensation,  been  taken  freely,  and 
good  baskets  have  been  made  on  the  Sawley,  ishard- 
low,  and  King’s  Mills  lengths,  worm  being  the  best 
lure,  while  all  over  the  river  sport  amongst  roach  and 
dace  has  improved,  maggots  and  creed  wheat  being  the 
favourite  lures.  I have  not  yet  heard  of  much  being 
done  amongst  the  pike — for  which  it  is  early  enough — 
but  the  slight  freshet  has  made  bream  take  more 
freely. 

On  the  canal  matters  have  been  quiet.  All  through 
the  canal  season  has  been  somewhat  of  a failure. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Pike  fishing  is  now  becoming  a very  popular  pastime 
amongst  anglers  in  the  Ten  district,  though  some  waters 
are  not  quite  in  condition  for  this  class  of  sport.  On  the 
Forty-foot  two  anglers,  on  the  3rd,  got  311b.  of  fish 
between  them,  the  best  aG-pounder.  Mr.  W.  J.  Arnold 
fishing  the  Norfolk  Broads,  landed  apike  weighing  221b. 


and  another  of  71b.  The  dull  and  showery  weather  has 
put  an  improved  face  on  bottom  fishing,  and  both  roach 
and  perch  have  afforded  some  excellent  sport.  It  has 
been  no  uncommon  experience  to  take  181b.  and  201b! 
with  one  rod,  and  in  some  instances  anglers  have  secured 
as  much  as  301b.  in  a single  day. 

A novel  shipment  of  fish  has  just  been  made  to  India 
The  members  of  the  Nilgiri  Fish  and  Game  Association 
have  for  some  time  been  desirous  of  introducing  young 
perch  {Perea  flnriatilis)  into  their  waters  at  Ootaoa- 
mund  (Madras),  and  the  matter  was  placed  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  W.  T.  Silk,  the  pisciculturist  in  charge  of  the 
Marquis  of  Exeter’s  famous  fishery  in  Buighley  Park. 
The  perch,  which  were  carefully  selected  both  witli 
regard  to  size  and  condition,  were  placed  in  specially 
constructed  tanks  to  ensure  their  safety  in  transit. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT, 

The  ’neavy  rains  have  greatly  improved  the  prospects 
of  fishing,  and  some  excellent  baskets  have  been 
secured.  Showers,  sometimes  mixed  with  hail,  continue 
to  fall,  and  rivers  are  still  running  bank  full,  conse- 
quently the  last  month  of  the  season  promises  to  be  the 
best,  as  is  frequently  the  case. 

Salmon  fishing  has  vastly  improved  in  Cumberland 
waters,  and  some  good  **  fushes  ” have  again  been 
accounted  for,  amongst  the  most  successful  in  the 
Derwent  district  daring  the  past  week  being  Messrs 
Carrnthers,  J.  Atkinson,  D.  and  J.  Pollock,  J.  Thomp- 
son, J.  R.  Parkin,  C.  Higgins,  W.  Reynolds,  and  others, 
who  have  landed  one  or  more  each  of  from  Gib.  to  2Glb. 

Trouting  in  South  Westmoreland  has  been  eminent'y 
successful,  as  evidenced  by  the  baskets  obtained  in 
many  instances  from  insignificant  streams.  In  Under- 
barrow Beck  the  Rev.  J.  Maconnel  secured  a good 
basket,  as  also  did  Mr.  Martindale,  of  Crosthwaite,  and 
Mr.  Wi'ight.  Mr.  J.  W.  Jackson,  Kendal,  had  a grand 
lot  weighing  91b.  from  the  same  stream  ; and  Mr.  W. 
Pladdy  took  half-a-dozen  from  the  Kent.  On  the  lower 
reaches  Mr.  R.  B.  Lee  has  taken  a number  of  salmon 
mort,  while  from  other  parts  equally  satisfactory  reports 
are  to  hand. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  annual  business  meeting  of  the  Kingfisher 
Angling  Society  was  held  on  the  3rd  at  headquarters, 
when  the  following  officers  were  elected  ; President,  Mr. 
W.  Prescott ; vice-president,  Mr.  C.  S.  Cooke  ; treas’urer, 
Mr.  W.  F.  Constable  ; secretary,  Mr.  D.  Houston  ; con- 
.sultation  committee,  Messrs.  J.  Houston  andT.  Vickers. 
The  annual  dinner  takes  place  on  Oct.  31. 

The  Duke  of  Bolton  Angling  Society  fished  a match  at 
Boothstown  on  Sept.  30  with  the  following  result : First, 
Clare  ; second,  R.  Cook  ; third,  Entwistle  ; fourth,  Cat- 
terall ; fifth,  T.  Smith.  W^eather  vex*y  bad  ; only  twelve 
fished. 

The  Moss  Side  Socials  have  at  last  got  to  the  end  of 
their  championship  engagements,  and  Mr.  A.  Routledge 
comes  out  the  winner  with  a weight  of  31b.  3-^oz.  gross 
for  six  contests.  The  other  winners  are  as  follows  : T. 
Routledge,  H.  Colbeck,  F.  Tnnnacliffe,  J.  Routledo-e  e’ 
Tate,  A.  Ormrod,  F.  Boot,  F.  Proctor.  Still,  however, 
there  are  prizes  remaining  on  the  shelf,  and  these  are  to 
be  fished  for  at  a special  contest  arranged  for  the  14th  at 
Kersall. 

The  Manchester  Amalgamation  have  taken  about  ten 
miles  of  the  canal  between  Marples  and  Whaley  Bridge. 

The  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  Board  bought  ,3000  king 
carp  from  Mr.  Ford,  of  Caistor,  to  be  put  into  the  waters 
under  their  control  as  soon  as  possible. 

Amongst  other  clubs  who  are  in  the  humour  for  match 
fishing  may  be  mentioned  the  Merry  Anglers,  Elle.smere 
Anglers,  Longsight,  and  Shakespeare  Angling  Societies 
who  appear  never  to  be  tired  of  getting  about  in  search 
of  sport.  To-day  the  Pride  of  Bolton  will  be  at  Booths- 
town contesting  for  good  prizes- 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

Very  little  is  now  being  done  in  the  way  of  bottom 
fishing  in  Norfolk.  A few  roach  have  been  caught  at 
different  stations  on  the  Yare,  but  the  best  catches  have 
not  exceeded  201b.  Several  jack  have  been  taken  with 
spoon  and  other  artificial  baits,  on  both  Yare  and  Bure. 
On  Sunday  two  anglers  got  seven  fish.  On  Monday, 
two  rods  took  five  fish,  another  rod  took  five,  and 
another  gentleman  five  in  the  reaches  from  Rockland 
Dyke  to  Langley.  The  fish  were  mostly  small — from 
31b.  to  51b.  Pike  fishing  will  soon  be  pretty  general  in 
the  rivers,  but  the  private  broads,  where  the  best  fish  are 
to  be  had,  will  remain  undisturbed  till  the  shooting 
season  is  further  advanced.  The  sea-fishing  at  Lowes- 
toft, Yarmouth,  and  Cromer  continues  very  good,  some 
very  fair  hauls  of  codling  and  whiting  having  been 
obtained  during  the  week.  Mussels  are  the  best  bait. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Cold  nights  and  bright  mornings  are  not  much  good  to 
Trent  anglers,  and  of  late  we  have  had  a succession  of 
both.  High  and  chilly  winds  have  also  raged  from  the 
south-west,  sport  has  fallen  off  considerably,  and 
barbelling  may,  for  all  practical  purposes,' be  regarded 
as  at  an  end. 

Commencing  with  the  King’s  Mills  water,  Mr.  T. 
Wood  has  again  been  amongst  the  big  chub,  for  on 
Friday  he  caught,  I hear,  nine  splendid  fish. 

Scarcely  any  of  the  subscribers  have  patronised  the 
Shardlow  length,  and  sport  has  mainly  been  centred  in 
the  roach  and  dace  swims,  gentles  proving  the  most 
succe.ssful  bait.  The  closing  match  of  the  season  will 
bo  fished  on  Saturday,  Oct.  14,  when  Mr.  H.  Spray, 
honorary  secretary  of  the  Wellington  Society,  who  rent 
the  fishery,  hopes  the  members  will  turn  out  in  force. 


Valuable  prizes  are  promised.  The  first  “ smoker  ” of  the 
season  will  be  held  at  headquarters  on  the  12  th,  when  i 

the  president  (Mr.  W.  Gaskell)  intends  to  real  a paper 
entitled  “The  Fishing  Experiences  of  two  Summer 
Holidays.’’ 

At  Holme  Pierrepont,  on  Friday,  Mr.  M.  Leek,  of  |' 
Lenton,  landed  sixteen  barbel,  5lib..  a fine  aterage,  ' 
and  sundry  barbel  continue  to  be  taken  in  the  same 
length  by  Mr.  J.  Stevenson,  of  Radford.  Mr.  W.  Parr  | 
and  Mr.  Hobson  have  taken  chub  from  the  Col  wick  Glebe  j 

section,  and  on  Tuesday  I caught  some  very  fine  dace 
with  worm  in  the  Willington  district. 

Mr.  J.  Bailey,  of  Lenton,  has  bagged  roach  and  bream 
above  Sawley  Weir  with  the  cockspur,  which  bait  ought 
now  to  come  into  general  use.  It  will  be  found  more 
killing  than  the  tail  end. 

Roach  seem  to  have  provided  fair  sport  in  the  Newark  [ 
district,  in  which  the  anglers  appear  to  prefer  the  maggot  1 
to  the  worm. 

The  Waltonian  members  were  busy  amongst  dace  at 
Fiskerton  on  Sunday,  but  the  raffling  off:  of  the  fish 
afterwards  at  the  club-house  throws  a damper  over  the 
sport.  The  Waltonians,  as  a rule,  fish  for  sport. 

Several  pike  are  being  got  with  the  spoon  bait  in  the 
waters  near  Sawley.  

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Trout  fishing  in  the  Sheffield  district  is  now  a thing 
of  the  past,  for  which  many  will  mourn,  and  many 
others  will  not  care  a rap.  Trout  fishing  is  not  followed 
in  Sheffield  to  any  great  extent.  Of  the  11,000  members 
of  the  Sheffield  Anglers’  Association,  scarce  a hundred 
use  the  fly,  all  pinning  their  faith  to  maggot  or  worm, 
and  fishing  in  Nottingham  style.  The  only  time  they 
go  in  for  trouting  is  about  April  and  May,  when  coarse 
fishing  is  barred,  and  when  they  can  have  a try  for 
trout  in  the  Derwent  after  a flood,  or  can  fish  from  the 
bank  of  some  of  the  preserved  reservoirs  around  the 
city,  even  then  always  fishing  on  the  bottom  with  one  of 
the  two  baits  mentioned  above.  The  Sheffield  trout 
fishermen  consist  of  a few  gentry  who  are  members  of 
the  Chatsworth  Fly  Fishing  Association,  an  exclusive 
body  which  owns  some  of  the  best  Derwent  fishing  in 
Derbyshire.  To  them  only  does  the  end  of  the  season 
mean  anything.  Taken  altogether,  the  season  has  been 
an  average  one.  Of  late  years  it  is  ratherhard  to  say  what 
an  average  Derwent  season  is.  It  is  something  not  ofthe 
best,  and  yet  not  of  the  worst— a kind  of  half-and-half 
measure,  so  to  speak.  During  the  past  season  there  has 
been  nothing  remarkable  done,  and  sport  has  been 
wonderfully  variable.  The  best  men  only  have  caught 
fish,  and  even  they,  when  everything  has  been  seem- 
ingly in  their  favour,  have  had  many,  many  times  to 
groan  bitterly  because  of  the  perversity  of  the  fishy 
nature.  Why,  it  is  hard  to  say  ; but  certain  it  is  that, 
during  the  last  ten  years,  fly-fishing  on  the  Derwent  and 
Wye  has  depreciated  to  a considerable  extent. 

As  to  coarse  fishing,  things  have  looked  up  since  last 
week.  We  then  thought  winter  had  set  in  in  dead 
earnest,  but,  with  a return  of  autumn  sunshine,  the 
river  sides  have  again  presented  a busy  appearance. 

The  last  trip  of  the  season  into  Lincolnshire  took  place 
last  Monday,  when  a goodly  number  journeyed  to 
Boston  and  adjacent  places.  Good  sport  was  the  rule, 
many  of  those  who  went  out  remarking  that,  if  the  trips 
could  be  run  another  month,  there  would  yet  be  some 
grand  angling  if  the  weather  continued  in  its  present 
genial  mood.  An  attempt  is  being  made  to  run  a special 
at  the  end  of  this  month,  after  which  there  will  be  no 
more  until  the  annual  Christmas  excursion. 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  Severn  trout  fishing  season,  which  terminated  on 
the  30th  ult.,  has  been  the  wor.st  recorded  for  many 
years.  The  general  opinion  is  that  there  has  been  a 
very  serious  decrease  in  the  number  of  trout,  notwith- 
standing that  for  many  years  the  Shrewsbury  Severn 
Angling  Society  has  spent  a considerable  amount  of 
money  in  the  restocking  of  the  river  in  the  vicinity  of 
the_ county  town.  While  trout  fishing  has  been  so  un- 
satisfactory, bright  prospects  are  in  view  for  winter 
sport.  Pike  are  on  the  increase,  so  much  so,  indeed,  as 
to  threaten,  if  practical  steps  are  not  taken  to  k’eep 
down  their  numbers,  the  ultimate  depopulation  of  the 
river  so  far  as  trout  are  concerned.  In  many  of  the 
more  favoured  reaches  of  the  Upper  Severn,  Vyrnwy, 
and  Tanat,  the  grayling  is  getting  more  and  more’ 
plentiful,  notably  on  Lord  Hill’s  estate  at  Atcham,  and 
at  Cronkhill,  Cressage,  and  other  places  in  the  locality 
which  in  years  gone  by  were  noted  for  their  grayling 
fishing. 

The  sub-district  committee,  representing  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Severn,  met  at  the  Shire  Hall,  Shrewsbury, 
on  Saturday,  to  consider  various  matters  of  interest  to’ 
the  angling  community.  The  alarming  increase  of  pike 
in  the  Upper  Severn  was  considered,  and  it  was  decided 
to  request  the  board  to  grant  permission  to  some  duly 
authorised  body  to  net  the  river,  where  necessary,  and 
at  convenient  times.  The  proposed  alteration  of  the 
board’s  place  of  meeting  to  Gloucester,  Worcester,  and 
Shrew'sbury  alternatively,  instead  of  at  Birmingham  as 
at  present,  was  considered,  and  the  members  present 
were  unanimous  in  their  opinion  as  to  the  inadvisability 
of  making  the  suggested  alteration. 


FROM  IRELAND. 

CONNAUGHT.— The  season  of  1893  was  one  of  the 
worst  for  many  years.  On  such  rivers,  however,  as 
remain  open  there  is  a better  prospect  owing  to  the 
abundance  of  rain. 

The  famous  Glencar  Lake  (North  Leitrim)  is  in  good 
form,  but  partridge  and  grouse  shooting  on  the  neigh- 


bourinff  moors  is  attracting  the  anglers  at  present.  At 
present  the  lake  is  well  stocked  with  salmon  and  white 

The  season  terminates  on  the  19th  inst.  Irom 
August  to  the  end  of  the  season  is  the  best  time  ot  year. 
Salmon  rise  fairly  towards  dusk.  n j.  • i 

At  the  last  Waterford  City  Petty  Sessions  Patrick 
Power  was  charged  with  having  sixteen  salmon  in  nis 
possession  during  the  close  season.  Power  was  hned 
i£8  and  cost.  

KERRY.— The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been 
very  cold  and  showery,  and  sport,  generally  speaking, 
has  heen  poor,  especially  on  the  lakes. 

On  Waterville  Lake  the  white  trout  angling  h^as  been 
rather  slack,  but  a few  gentlemen  out  from  the 
view  and  Lake  Hotels  had  good  baskets  of  both  white 
and  brown  trout  on  a couple  of  days.  No  salmon  have 
been  had  on  this  water  since  last  notes,  but  salmon 
angling  has  been  tried  on  a few  occasions  op]y- 

On  Coppal  Lake  sport  has  improved  considerably,  ana 
good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  had  on  Saturday, 
Sunday,  and  Monday  last  c 

Since  the  recent  heavy  rains  a large  number  ot  white 
trout  have  pushed  up  into  this  water  from  Waterville 

^The  upper  lakes  are  now  well  stocked  with  white 

The  Inney  has  been  in  fine  angling  order  since  Wed- 
nesday last.  Anglers  out  from  the  Waterville  Hotels 
had  some  fine  sea-trout  on  Thursday  and  Monday.  Un 
the  free  portion  James  Leary  landed  a salmon  ot  /aio. 

on  Friday.  , ^ 

On  the  mountain  lakes  of  Cumavoter,  Cumeravanig, 
and  Drenane  the  brown  trout  angling  continues  good. 

The  sea-angling  on  the  Kerry  coast  is  being  prose- 
cuted with  much  success  on  favourable  days.  1 he  hsh 
principally  taken  are  pollock,  whiting,  gurnet,  and 
bream.  The  herring  fishery  is  still  good. 


A LONDON  FISHERMAN  CANDIDATE. 

Speaking  on  Monday  last  at  the  annual  meetin?  ot 
the  East  St.  Pancras  Liberal  Association,  Major  Wm. 

C Eldon  Serjeant,  the  Liberal  candidate,  stated  his 
intention  to  agitate  for  the  throwing  open  ot  certain 
ornamental  and  public  waters  in  and  around  London 
for  the  benefit  of  the  genuine  working-man  club  angler 
of  the  metropolis.  Major  Serjeant  has  been  an  ardent 
fisherman  from  his  earliest  youth,  and  has  contributed 
for  eierhteen  years  or  more  to  the  Field  on  an^lin^, 
shooting,  sport,  travel,  and  colonisation;  his  nom  de 
plume,  “ Cornubian,”  is  a familiar  one  also  in  the 
Illustrated  Sporting  and  Dramatic  News. 

[Major  Serjeant  is  angling  for  the  votes  of  anglers,  and 
as  they  ought  to  know  what  else  they  will  be  voting  tor 
besides  the  right  to  fish  if  they  yote  for  Mai  or  Serje^t, 
we  give  them  this  note  from  the  Dailg  Nmvs : ihe 

Representation  of  East  St.  Pancras.  The  annual 
meeting  of  the  East  St.  Pancras  Liberal  and  BaRcal 
Association  was  held  on  Monday  night  at  the  Camden  Hall, 
Camden  Town,  Mr.  N.  Robinson,  L.C.C..  in  the  chair  ; 
when  Major  Eldon  Sarjeant  was  unanimously  adopted 
as  the  Radical  candidate  for  the  Division  by  an 
enthusiastic  crowd  of  electors.  Major  Sarjeant  said 
that  he  was  fully  and  thoroughly  in  favour  of  the 
Newcastle  programme,  that  he  would  not  only  give 
Home  Rule  to  Ireland,  but  also  to  Scotland  and  Wales. 
He  was  in  favour  of  reform  ot  the  registration  laws, 
shorter  Parliaments,  payment  of  members  parish 
councils,  reform  of  the  Land  Laws,  taxation  of  ground 
rents.  Disestablishment,  the  Eight  Hours  Bill  as  a 
solution  of  the  unemployed  problem  ; that  if  returned  to 
Parliament  he  would  agitate  fer  throwing  open  the 
ornamental  waters  in  and  around  London  to  the  genuine 
working-men  fishermen,  and  that  he  was  a thorough 
supporter  of  the  Local  Veto  Bill,  openiug  of 

museums  and  libraries  on  Sundays,  j 


TROUT. 

Trout  fishing  is  charming  sport  for  ladies.  It  is 
healthful,  exciting,  requires  skill,  and  is  not  too  ex- 
hausting. It  has  of  late  years  become  a fashion  among 
the  fair  sex,  and  many  women  are  expert  with  their 
flies,  and  manage  to  secure  a good  basket  of  fish  in  a tew 

'^°Tld’s  is  not  a particularly  good  year  for  fishing,  as  the 
rivers  are  low,  in  consequence  of  the  dry  weather,  in 
the  north  of  Scotland  many  of  the  burns  are  quite  dried 
Up  and  stones  and  pebbles  take  the  place  of 
fish.  In  Shetland  things  are  not  quite  s^o  bad,  but  it  is 
a far  cry  from  Aberdeen  to  Shetland.  Oh,  what  a sea 
More  dead  than  alive,  we  landed  at  Lerwick,  and  rattled 
along  over  the  flagged  streets  to  the  hotel.  These 
streets,  flagged  like  a kitchen  floor,  are  not  the  only 
curious  things  in  Lerwick,  for,  at  the  south  end  of  the 
town  the  backs  of  the  houses  are  literally  built  into  the 
sea  and  the  wives  can  wash  their  clothes  out  of  their 
windows  : It  is  not  the  open  sea,  but  a sound  protected 

by  the  island  of  Bressay.  ,.  n i 

Shetland  is  far  more  wild  and  romantic  than  Orkney, 

although  not  so  historically  interesting  ; but  Shetland 

delights  the  heart  of  the  fisherman.  It  is  riddled  with 
“ voes  ” or  arms  of  the  sea,  in  which  sea-trcut  abound. 
The  lochs  and  burns  are  numerous,  and  the  fish  of  ffood 
size,  a 101b.  trout  being  caught  sometimes,  while  three 
and  four  pounders  are  no  rarity.  , , , . 

We  lived  at  a farm  up  in  the  hills,  surrouuded  by  peat 
and  heather.  The  former  is  cut  up  into  blocks  for  fuel 
bv  the  crofters,  and  gives  forth  that  delightful  odour 
known  as  “ peat  reek.”  The  heather  shelters  grouse. 


and  the  rocky,  grassy  patches  of  land  feed  sheep  ot  every 
shade  and  colour— black,  brown,  white,  and  even  pie- 
bald, Shetland  wool  is  famous,  and  when  finely  spun 
and  well  knitted,  a shawl  will  fetch  as  much  as  AHO  ; 
but  then  such  a shawl  is  as  fine  as  lace. 

Shetland  is  too  small  for  many  shooting  lodges,  but 
there  are  moors  and  lochs,  and  the  lessees  generally  live 
at  some  adjacent  farm,  whore  in  a simple  way  they  can 

bo  comfortable.  , t • u i „ 

Our  farmer’s  wife  drove  us  in  a sort  ot  Irish  car  to  a 
good  part  of  the  river  to  start  fishing  operations. 
Arrived,  out  we  scrambled  with  our  rods,  baskets,  land- 
ing net,  and  packets  of  luncheon  ; for  we  were  out  tor 
the  day,  and  were  prepared  with  the  necessary  meal. 
We  were  only  two  ladies  (as  our  men  were  off  shooting 
snipe)  and  a youth  ; but  he  was  accustomed  to  the  river 
and  the  kind  of  flies  most  suitable  to  the  day  and  the 
pools.  The  weather  was  clear  and  the  water  calm,  so  we 
had  to  use  a thin  cast  and  small  flies,  and  hide  our- 
selves as  much  as  possible  behind  the  bushes,  tor  trout 
are  wonderfully  quick  at  seeing  any  enemy. 

We  decided  to  fish  up  stream,  and  after  a little  walk, 
intercepted  by  an  ugly  stone  wall  and  wire  fencing,  we 
came  upon  some  suitable  pools.  Here  the  sport  began. 
Each  adjusted  her  rod  and  played  her  Aies  a,t  different 
intervals  along  the  river’s  bank.  The  best  kind  of  rod 
for  trout  is  a light-made  greenheart,  and  a fine  gut  cast- 
ing line  about  3 yards  long,  fastened  at  the  end  of  an 
ordinary  line,  works  well  with  three  good  flies  attached 
to  it.  There  are  dozens  of  kinds  of  flies,  and  every 
fisherman  has  his  particular  fancy,  and  many  make  them 
for  themselves.  It  is  not  at  all  a bad  plan  to  watch  what 
sort  of  flies  are  flattering  about  the  pools,  and  match 
them  as  nearly  as  possible  from  the  fishing-book,  as  fish 
are  more  likely  to  bite  at  a fly  they  know  than  some 
strange,  gaudy,  made-up  specimen,  such  as  sometimes 

takes  the  fancy  of  amateurs  in  the  art. 

Our  youth  had  broken  his  trout  rod  on  the  previous 
day  and,  rather  than  be  done  out  of  his  much  loved 
sport,  had  taken  the  two  top  pieces  of  a salmon  rod,  and 
in  some  ingenious  manner,  with  wapd  thread,  had 
spliced  his  reel  on  to  the  second  joint,  and  with  (this 
made-up  arrangement  he  managed  to  catch  as  many  fash 
as  we  two  women  together.  Added  to  this,  he  had  an 
ingenious  method  for  “ gnddling  ” them.  For  this 
operation  he  took  off  his  boots  and  stockings,  turned 
his  knickerbockers  up  as  high  as  they  would  p,  and 
bared  his  arms  above  the  elbow.  Then  into  the  he 
marched  and  gently  worked  away  with  his  hands  for  the 
trout  under  the  stones.  This  mode  ot  tickling  the  trout 
answered  well,  for  he  secured  several  good  fish,  each 
averaging  nearly  a pound,  by  what  he  was  pleased  to 

°^In  the  meantime  we  ladies  worked  away  at  the  casts, 
caught  our  lines  occasionally  in  the  trees— for  at  some 
parts  the  banks  were  much  wooded  and  by  lun^  time 
had  secured  eleven  fair-sized  trout  between  us  ; but  we 
were  ambitious,  and  wanted  more.  WMl,  said  the 
youth  “ after  luncheon  we  will  walk  a mile  further  up, 
where  the  stream  is  quick,  and  you  can  fish  without  fear 
of  being  seen.”  This  sounded  more  cheerful,  and 
proved  so.  Scarcely  had  one  of  the  lines  touched  the 
water  before  there  was  a rise  ; the  line  shook,  and  we 
stood  aside  to  watch  the  play.  The  girl  played  her  fish 
most  cleverly,  and  now  and  again  we  saw  his  shining 
scales  glistening  in  the  water.  He  was  a big  fash, 
too.  It  was  some  time  before  he  hooked,  and  then 
out  went  the  line  as  he  dived  away.  Gradually 
she  reeled  him  in  again,  and  tveuty  minutes 
elapsed  before  the  fish  was  sufficiently  exhausted  to  be 
drawn  even  near  the  bank,  where  the  youth  was 
anxiously  waiting  with  the  landiiig-net ; but  no,  away 
went  the  fish  again,  and  all  the  coaxing  had  to  be 
repeated.  Our  excitement  was  intense.  Every  moment 
only  made  us  more  anxious  to  secure  our  prize. 

At  last,  j-oy  of  joys,  there  he  lay  on  the  bank  a lovely 
trout,  who  turned  the  farmhouse  scales  at  41b.  How 
happy  we  were  to  go  home  with  this  beauty  and  nearly 
four  dozen  smaller  fry,  which  averaged  about  two  to  the 
pound,  feeling  we  bad  done  a good  day  s work,  even  if  we 
were  a little  tired  and  rather  wet  about  the  feet,  in  spite 
of  brogues  and  short  skirts.  But  what  did  that  matter  ; 
we  had  been  on  the  move  all  the  time,  and  had  not 
caught  cold,  and  now  enjoyed  all  the  more  donning  our 
tea  gowns  and  thin  shoes,  and  lazing  generally  till  bed- 
time.—" E.  B.  T.”  in  the  Queen. 


A WHALE  weighing  57  tons  has  been  washed  ashore 
at  South  Beach,  Tacoma,  Washington.  Experts  say  the 
animal  may  be  several  hundred  years  old.  It  measured 
174  feet  8 inches  in  length.  The  carcase  is  valued  at 
10,000  dollars. 

It  is  known  that  sewage  water,  spread  over  irrigation 
fields,  reappears  from  drains  placed  at  a few  feet  depth, 
in  a limpid  state,  like  spring  water.  This  water,  unlike 
that  of  sewers,  proves  remarkably  favourable  to  fashes, 
probably  because  of  its  dissolved  organic  matter,  which 
the  filtration  in  the  soil  has  not  wholly  removed,  inis 
fact  has  been  lately  observed  by  Herr  Oesten  on  the 
irrigation  farm  at  Malchow,  near  Berlin,  where  the 
water  is  collected  in  eight  ponds,  and  in  these  ponds 
salmon  and  carp  have  flourished  greatly.  At  the  same 
time  this  water  ruins  trout  streams  by  causing  growth 
of  vile  fungus  and  slime  on  the  gravel. 

The  swimming-bladder  of  the  sturgeon,  plunged  ioto 
water  and  separated  from  the  external  skin,  cut  length- 
ways, covered  with  cloth,  softened  by  the  action  ot  the 
hands  made  up  into  tablets  or  small  rolls,  constitutes 
almost  the  whole  of  the  isinglass  which  is  consumed 
in  Europe,  and  which  is  known  under  the  name  ot 
" ichthyocolle.”  Mixed  with  glue,  this  product  is  ot 
great  adhesive  power. 


J.  Francis.— You  will  find  all  your  questions  answered 
in  the  following  extract  from  the  T hames  h islierios  ByO" 
la,,vg;-“  Abolition  of  trailing:  No  person  shall  allow 
any  rod  and  line,  or  line  to  which  any  bait  or  hook, 
natural  or  artificial,  is  attached  to  be  drawn  or  trailed 
from  any  vessel  on  the  River  Thames.  Live  and  dead 
gorge  fishing:  No  person  shall  fish  for  pike  with  any 
device  or  tackle  that  does  not  admit  of  the  ji ike  taken 
therewith  being  returned  to  the  water  without  any 
serious  injury.  Night  and  fixed  lines  : No  night  hoo  , 
night  line,  or  fixed  hook  or  line  shall  be  used  hi  the 
River  Thames  above  London  Bridge.  Snatching  ot  nsh  ; 

No  person  shall  use  any  rod  and  line,  hook,  wire,  snare, 
or  other  device,  either  alone  or  in  connection  with  a rod 
and  line,  or  in  any  other  way,  so  as  to  take  fish  by  means 
of  foul  hooking,  snatching,  or  snaring  in  any  part  ot  the 
Thames.  Sizes  of  fish  : Jack,  18in. ; perch,  8in. ; chub, 
loin.  ; roach,  7in. ; dace,  Oin.  ; barbel,  IGin.  trout, 

IGin.  ; bream,  lOin. ; carp,  lOin.  ; gudgeon,  4in. 

John  Waters  (Carlisle). — The  tis'n  you  send  is,  in 
our  opinion,  a Loch  Leven  trout  [Salmo  Levenensis), 
which  some  authorities  think  is  a descendant  of  the  sea- 
trout  (which  at  one  time  had  access  to  Loch  Leven) 
crossed  probably  with  brown  trout.  Millions  of  Loch 
Level!  trout  have  been  distributed  over  the  waters  ot 
this  country  by  our  pisciculturists.  , j-;i 

Blatherwtckb. — We  hope  our  correspondent  did 
not  consider  the  notice  of  Mr.  Beaven’s  new  disgorger  as 
in  any  way  endorsing  the  old-fashiouod  and  deoidMly 
cruel  style  of  gorge  bait  fishing,  either  with  dead  bait 
on  a doable  hook  having  lead  on  the  shank,  or  the 
double  hook  live  bait  gorge  tackle  to  which  the  bait  is 
attached  by  means  of  a baiting  needle.  Where  the 
deadly  “dead  gorge  bait”  is  used,  the  new  disgorger 
would  be  useless,  as  t’ne  lead  would  prevent  it  reaching 
the  hooks,  but  with  the  live  gorge  tackle  we  feel  sure  it 
would  often  save  undersized  fish.  If  made  smaller,  and 
with  a slit  so  that  the  gut  could  be  slipped  into  the 
groove  easily,  it  would  be  very  useful  for  all  kinds  ot 
bait  fishing. — Ed. 

[IFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

“One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi- 
ment.’’—1.  E.  Britt. 

SEA  FISHING  AT  DEAL. 

Sir,— It  was  with  feelings  of  intense  pleasure  that  a 
friend  and  I steamed  away  from  a quiet  I'Hle  to^n  in 
Essex  en  route  for  the  ancient  old  borough  ot  Deal.  Our 
business,  or  rather  pleasure,  it  is  needless  to  say,  was 
“sea-fishing.”  We  pictured  to  oursilves  the  grand 
sport  of  past  years  when  we  averaged  eleven  and  twelve, 
score  of  good  cod  and  whiting  per  day’s  fishing,^and,  in 
imagination,  we  could  feel  the  strain  ^ 6lb.  co 
tugging  at  our  line,  making  our  fingers  itch  to  get  at 
them  in  real  earnest.  We  arrived  too  late  on  the  Satur- 
day afternoon  to  go  out  with  our  old-time  b latman,  so 
we  strolled  down  the  quaint  old  streets  to  while  away  a 
few  hours  on  the  pier.  We  got  there  just  in  time  to 
hear  the  crack  of  a well-known  fisherman  s rod-top, 
which  broke  under  the  strain  of  two  cod-fash,  one  ot 
which— about  4lb.— he  unfortunately  lost.  About  this 
time  a fatal  affair  happened  about  a hundred  yards  trom 
the  piQr,  within  the  view  of  several  anglers  at  the 
head.  There  had  been  boat-racing  during  the  day  which 
necessitated  the  placing  of  a flag-buoy  at  that  particular 
spot.  A boatman— Thomas  Wratten  by  name— put  oft 
to  bring  the  buoy  ashore,  but,  it  is  supposed,  was  seized 
with  a fit  of  giddiness  and  fell  overboard.  A gallant  effort 
was  made  by  two  men  to  save  him,  but  when  about  an  oar  s 
length  from  them  the  poor  fellow  went  down  never  to 
rise  again  in  this  world.  Our  sport  during  the  week  was 
fairly  good,  four  score  being  the  most  caught  in  one  day 
—largest  cod  101b.,  taken  directly  opposite  the  2ud 
Battery,  about  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  b3a,oh.  We 
also  caught  a few  whiting  of  nearly  a pound  weight 
each,  and  pouting  were  also  plentiful  and  large.  Last 
Saturday  being  our  last  day  we  decided  to  fish  ^bout 
half  a mile  out  to  sea  opposite  Walmer.  The  wind  and 
rain  were  uniting  their  forces  to  a terrific  heavy  sea,  and 
mal  de  mer  was  threatening  me  with  its  untold  horrors, 
when  all  at  once  my  rod  shook  like  a young  poplar,  i 
struck  and  commenced  playing  a very  heavy  fish,  and 
had  just  got  it  near  the  top  when  the  hook  broke  and 
away  went  “ my  pride  of  the  morning.  1 soon  rigged 
up  again,  and  in  less  than  a quarter  of  an  hour  hooked 
and  landed  a nice  51b.  fish,  which  was  certainly  a little 
consolation  to  my  shattered  nerves.  Our  sport  that  day 
only  amounted  to  thirty  fish,  mostly  cod,  there  being 
such  a heavy  ground  swell  that  it  had  quite  put  them  off 
the  feed.  I used  a rod  made  for  me  by  Scott,  ot  Scar- 
borough (as  illustrated  by  him  in  the  B ishing  Gazette  two 
years  ago),  and  a splendid  weapon  it  proved  to  be.  i 
also  used  a reel  made  by  the  same  firm,  5iii.  deep  by  lin. 
wide,  easy  running,  the  only  fault  is  that  the  handles  are 
too  short,  preventing  one  from  getting  a farm  grip 
(especially  if  the  hands  are  cold)  ; in  all  other  respects 
it  IS  perfection.  For  bottom  gear  I used  a very  tine 
steel-wire  paternoster,  and  very  effective  it  proved  to  be. 
In  conclusion,  I may  say  we  both  enjoyed  ourselves 
immensely,  and  are  looking  forward  to  spending  a tew 
days  there  at  Christmas,  when  I hope  to  again  write  you 
an  account  of  our  doings  in  one  of  the  (to  our  minds) 
best  sea-fishing  stations  in  England.— I am.  Ac  , 

B.  W . xCOB. 


288 


THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


[October  7,  1893 


STEAM  LAUNCHES. 

Sib. — What  are  London  and  other  anglers  going  to  do 
re  the  case  reported  in  “ Waltoniana  ” last  week?  I 
regret  I am  unable  to  attend  the  meetingof  the  Anglers’ 
Association  to  bring  the  matter  before  them,  but  would 
suggest  a special  meeting  of  that  and  kindred  bodies,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  omission  on  the  part  of  the 
Henley  magistrates  to  convict  in  this  case,  seeing  the 
danger  there  is  to  life,  both  from  the  swamping  of  boats 
and  the  undermining  of  the  banks.  After  such  meeting 
I would  suggest  a deputation  to  the  Home  Secretary  to 
call  his  attention  to  the  matter.  It  is  the  duty  of  magis- 
trates to  protect  life  as  well  as  property,  and  prevention 
being  better  than  cure,  they  are  not  justified  in  waiting 
till  life  is  destroyed  or  properly  injured  before  acting, 
when  a law  exists  that  can  be  administered  so  as  to 
prevent  offences.  I am  referring  to  the  case  of  the 
Cliveden  reported  in  your  issue  of  Sept.  30.  I would  ask 
Thames  anglers  not  to  forget  the  benefits  derived  from 
the  agitation  re  the  bye-laws,  and  to  determine  to  pro- 
tect their  rights  by  further  agitation.— I am.&c., 

A.  J.  Marriott, 

Chairman  Waltonian  Angling  Society. 


DEPOEMED  TEOUT. 

Sir, — I send  you  a small  trout,  the  top  jaw  and 
nostrils  of  which  seem  to  have  grown  or  been  knocked 


into  its  mouth.  How  it  has  managed  to  live  seems  a 
mystery.  It  was  taken  by  Mr.  Adeshead,  of  Bentley 
Hall,  near  here,  whilst  getting  store  fish  from  a hole  in 
Bentley  Brook. — I am,&c.,  I).  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Examples  of  this  kind  are  not  at  all  uncommon.  A 
similar  instance  was  recorded  not  long  since,  when  the 
atove  sketch  appeared  in  the  Gazette.} 


THE  PEIVILEGE  TICKET.  ' 

^IB.  Will  you  kindly  give  me  some  information  as 
resrards  subscription,  &c.,  to  the  Anglers’  Association, 
and  to  what  stations  privilege  tickets  are  supplied  ? By 
so  doing  you  will  greatly  oblige.— I am,  &c., 

Will.  J.  Barron. 

By  forwarding  stamps  to  Mr.  E.  Ghurney,  116, 
Murray-street,  New  North-road,  Hoxton,  N.,  you  will 
receive  a copy  of  the  “Anglers’  Guide”  (price  6d.), 
containing  a list  of  the  stations  to  which  privilege 
tickets  are  granted  by  the  various  railway  companies. 
Only  club  members  are  granted  the  use  of  the  privilege 
ticket.  You  must  therefore  become  a member  of  any  of 
the  clubs  enumerated  in  the  “ Guide,”  when  the  club 
secretary  will  subscribe  the  amount  necessary  for  sub- 
scription to  the  Anglers’  or  Central  Associations.] 


FLY  FISHING  FOE  HEEEINGS. 

.Sir,  In  reply  to  your  correspondent,  it  is  no  un- 
common thing  to  use  a fly  for  herring.  I have  several 
letters  from  gentlemen  who  pursue  the  sport  in  the 
particular  season  when  herrings  are  about.  The  best 
flies  suitable  are  the  White  Fly,  with  small  whole 
goose  feathers  or  white  with  silver  bodies,  or  white  with 
red  body  with  tinsel,  or  the  Coachman  (peel  size). 

It  is  very  good  sport  with  a trout  fly  rod  if  you  can 
get  near  to  a school  with  the  wind  at  your  back,  so  that 
you  can  throw  a good  long  line.  The  plan  is  to  get 
your  boat  to  windward,  and  throw  over  a creep  or 
grapnel  with  a long  mooring  rope,  so  that  yon  can  let 
the  boat  drift  with  the  wind  back  to  the  school,  or  if  you 
have  a second  hand  in  the  boat,  he  can  keep  it  in 
position  with  the  paddles,  taking  care  not  to  make 
much  splash.  Choose  a day  when  there  is  a little  breeze 
to  break  the  surface  of  the  water,  the  fish  cannot  see  the 
boatso  plain.  lam,  &c.,  William  Hearder. 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 


BEAVEN’S  DISGOEGEE. 

Sir,— I see  by  your  issue  of  Sept.  30  you  say  this  or 
any  other  disgorger  would  be  useless  if  the  life  of  the 
fish  is  to  be  saved.  I have  not  used  any  except  Mr. 
Beaven  s,  so  cannot  say  what  merit  they  possess. 
Some  years  since  Mr.  Beaven  made  me  one,  which  was  a 
very  rough  article  compared  with  those  he  is  now 
sending  out.  and  I found  it  removed  the  hook  in  a clean 
manner,  and  many  a small  jack  have  I returned  to  the 
water,  and  the  way  they  bolted  out  of  sight  told  me 
clearly  that  they  had  received  no  damage  to  their 
vitality.  I am,  Ac.  Pike 

From  what  we  can  hear  numbers  of  small  jack  and 
trout  are  frequently  seen,  either  on  the  banks  or  floating 
in  the  rivers,  which,  in  skilful  hands,  or  by  using  the 
Beaven  Disgorger,”  might  have  been  returned  alive.] 


GOEGE  BAIT  FISHING. 

^ notice  in  your  last  week’s  is.sue  a letter  from 
Mr.  Parr,  and  some  remarks  on  my  disgorger.  With  your 
usual  fairness  will  you  kindly  permit  me  a word  or  two 
thereon?  The  new  Thames  Fishery  Bye-law  on  live  and 
dead  gorge  fishing  says  ; “ No  person  shall  fish  for  pike 


with  any  device  or  tackle  that  does  not  admit  of  the 
pike  taken  therewith  being  returned  to  the  water  with- 
out any  serious  injury.”  I quote  the  exact  words  as  I 
have  it  from  the  Fishing  Gazette.  The  plain  English 
means  that  you  may  fish  with  any  hook  or  device,  pro- 
viding you  can  extract  the  said  hook,  &c.,  without 
serious  damage  to  the  fish.  The  question  is,  can  it  be 
done,  and  will  the  fish  live  ? Now  it  was  for  that  reason 
and  that  only,  that  impelled  me  to  bring  out  my  inven- 
tion. 1 assert  that  the  gorge  hook  can  be  taken  out  of 
a pike’s  throat  with  ease,  and  that  the  fish  may  he 
returned  to  the  water  and  that  it  will  live  ; myself  and 
friends  have  tried  it  for  nearly  ten  years,  and  I can 
speak  confidently  of  its  success.  On  many  an  occasion 
have  I brought  pike  (that  I have  caught  with  the  gorge 
hook)  from  the  country,  sometimes  in  my  bait  can  and 
sometimes  on  wet  grass,  and  have  put  them  into  my 
water  at  Edmonton,  and  nearly  all  have  lived.  So  that 
I have  proved  that  my  disgorger  is  not  only  a handy 
tool  for  the  angler,  but  fish  can  be  returned  to  the 
water  and  they  will  live.  Pike  anglers  will  know  that 
when  they  strike  their  fish  the  hook  catches  them  in  the 
back  part  of  the  throat,  and  the  value  and  use  of  my 
disgorger  is  to  detach  the  hook  and  so  secure  and  cover 
it  that  it  cannot  stick  into  the  fish  again.  The  new  bye- 
laws abolish  trailing  under  any  form.  And  if  gorge  bait 
fishing  was  also  abolished  I venture  to  think  they  would 
not  have  added  a proviso.  The  question  of  snap  versus 
gorge  I do  not  enter  upon  as  I fsar  I am  trespassing  on 
your  valuable  space.— I am,  &o.,  E.  Beaven. 


FISHING  ON  THE  THAMES. 

Sir,— Being  a constant  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
prompts  me  to  ask  the  favour  of  a reply  to  the  inclosed 
questions;—!.  Where  (on  the  Thames)  between  London 
and  Windsor  can  I obtain  good  jack  fishing  from  the  bank 
(spinning  with  dead  and  artificial  bait)  free  or  on  paying 
a small  fee,  viz..  Is.  or  Is.  fid.  per  diem?— 2.  Is  the  jack 
fishing  at  Guildford  good,  I am  told  it  is  P—3.  Can  you 
inform  me  to  whom  I should  apply  for  information  con- 
cerning the  jack  fishing  in  the  Wey  at  Weybridge  on 
Thames  ?— 4.  Is  there  any  other  place  within  fifteen  or 
twenty  miles  of  London  where  I can  get  good  jack 
fishing? — I am,  &c.,  H.  D.  W. 

[1.  Between  Hampton  Court  and  Sunbury  ; also  at 
Walton  and  Shepperton,  for  choice.  No  charge  from 
bank.  2.  We  believe  the  best  jack  fishing  at  the  place 
mentioned  is  in  private  hands,  and  permission  difficult 
to  obtain.  3.  Try  one  of  the  professional  fishermen  at 
Weybridge.  4 Eeally  good  jack  fishing  within  the 
radius  mentioned  is  somewhat  scarce,  but  you  might 
safely  try  the  Welsh  Harp  Lake  and  Wimbledon  Lake.] 

SWIFTS  FEEDING  ON  MAY-FLIES. 

Sir,  Mr.  Bickerdyke  is  undoubtedly  quite  accurate 
in  his  observations  on  the  predatory  habits  of  the  swift. 

I am  myself  a most  wretched  and  dull  observer  in  the 
great  and  interesting  field  of  animal  life,  and  having 
ventured  to  observe  in  the  hearing  of  a friend  a year  or 
two  ago  what  pitiless  slaughter  befel  the  hapless  May- 
fly in  his,  at  best,  all  too  brief  existence,  from  the 
ravages  of  fish  and  fowl,  of  sea-gull  and  swift,  I was 
taken  up  promptly  on  the  matter  of  the  swift,  and  my 
friend  alleged  he  had  never  seen  a swift  take  a May-fly. 
Conscious  of  my  weakness,  I was  silent ; but  this  year  I 
was  on  the  look  out  for  an  opportunity  to  make  my 
remark  good,  but  without  success,  though,  as  neither 
May-flies  nor  swifts  were  very  numerous  about,  I did  not 
consider  the  matter  finally  settled.  If  all  goes  well,  I 
shall  be  more  observant  next  year.  Meantime  it  is  very 
interesting  to  turn  to  White’s  ever  delightful  “ Sel- 
borne  ” and  read  in  his  Twenty -first  Letter  : “ At  some 
certain  times  in  the  summer  I had  remarked  that  swifts 
were  hawking  very  low  for  hours  together  over  pools 
and  streams,  and  could  not  help  inquiring  into  the  object 
of  their  pursuit  that  induced  them  to  descend  so  much 
below  their  usual  range.  After  some  trouble  I found  that 
they  were  phryganece,  ephemera,  and  libellula;  (cadew- 
flies.  May-flies,  and  dragon-flies).  ’ The  matter  is,  in 
fact,  beyond  a doubt,  and  I must  be  more  watchful  next 
year  for  the  swift  and  his  prey.— I am,  Ac.,  Mona. 


A COMPLAINT. 

Sir, — Please  allow  me  through  the  pages  of  the  Fish- 
ing Gazette  to  send  a word  of  warning  to  anglers  in 
general  and  Yorkshire  anglers  in  particular.  Early  in 
September  I joined  some  London  friends  and  fishermen 
at  Kilnsey,  near  Skipton.  All  of  us  were  from  the 
south,  though  I am  a Yorkshireman  by  birth.  We  came 
to  see  Wharf edale  and  to  fish,  and  stayed  at  the 
Tennant’s  Arms,  a good  and  comfortable  inn.  From 
Mr.  Bradley’s  “ Guide  to  the  Wharfe,”  and  from  other 
books  we  learned  that  trout  fishing  could  he  had  from 
the  Kilnsey  Angling  Club  for  the  sum  of  five  shillings  a 
day  per  ticket.  The  water  in  the  Wharfe  was  very 
scanty  and  plaguy  clear,  and  only  a hard  day  of  stoop- 
ing and  crawling  could  get  the  trout  for  the  morrow’s 
breakfast.  Eain,  however,  fell  during  one  afternoon  and 
the  following  night.  When  we  came  down  next  morn- 
ing things  teemed  with  the  unexpected.  A new  crop  of 
rules  had  sprung  up  like  mushrooms  in  a meadow.  By 
one  or  another  member  of  the  club  we  were  told  : firstly, 
that  we  must  wait  till  the  keeper  heard  by  letter  how 
many  more  members  were  coming  to  fish ; secondly, 
that  if  a certain  number  came  we  must  not  fish  at  all  • 
and  thirdly,  that  we  might  not  fish  above  the  Skirfare 
Bridge.  For  the  enjoyment  of  these  privileges  we  paid 
for  sundry  five  shilling  tickets,  and  we  were  further 
honouredby  the  presence  of  the  keeper,  who  was  allowed 
to  fish  the  (inferior)  length  of  water  generously  granted  to 
us.  It  is  a fact  that  none  of  these  rules  appeared  in  the 
list  of  rules  printed  by  the  club  and  placed  in  the  room  of 
the  inn  in  which  we  sat  and  dined ; nor  up  to  the  time 


when  I left  had  such  rules  so  appeared  ; and  I have  since 
learned  that  it  is  common  for  rules  to  develop,  orchid- 
wip,  in  this  club.  As  strangers  we  might  use  the  arti- 
ficial fly  only ; so  that  the  kindness  and  generosity  of 
the  members  of  the  club  who  docked  us  of  half  the  water, 
and  that  the  best  half,  are  obvious.  I write  this  in  the 
interests  of  anglers  and  of  the  inn  where  we  were  very 
well  treated.  You  will  be  well  received  there,  and, 
speaking  fishingly,  what  cold  shoulder  is  wanted  will  be 
freely  served  by  the  club  when  a “fresh  ” comes  down 
the  Wharfe.  As  I have  said,  I am  a Yorkshireman,  and 
like  to  be  thought  an  angler  ; and  no  one  is  more  jealou® 
for  the  good  word  spoken  for  Yorkshire  fishermen. — I 
am,  Ac.,  Edward  Jackson. 

ME.  E.  M.  TOD’S  DIAEY. 

Sir,— I have  read  with  very  great  interest  this  chroni- 
cle of  an  enthusiastic  angler,  but  my  “ heart  lap  to  my 
mou  ” when  I saw  ray  name  coupled  with  the  take  of  a 
dish  of  “ sma’  troots.”  I was  not  so  much  ashamed  of 
them  as  of  the  behaviour  of  our  dear  capricious  Coquet 
on  that  day,  when  she  should  have  given  up  her  finest 
and  fattest  specimens  to  the  knowing  hand  and  powerful 
arm  of  our  visitor,  who  wielded  his  favourite  Forrest 
most  scientifically  indeed,  but  without  the  success  which 
would  have  delighted  us,  the  locals. 

“ Last  day  I grat  wi’  spite  and  teen. 

As  Poet  Tod  came  by. 

That  to  a bard  I should  be  seen 

Wi’  half  my  channel  dry.” 

That  hits  off  the  state  of  water  and  our  feelings  to  a 
capital  'T.  We  were  sorry  that  the  visit  should  have 
been  paid  when  the  fly-fishing  was  over,  and  the  clear 
water  worm  fishing  had  not  begun.  We  did  not  regard 
Mr.  Tod  as  a stranger,  his  name  as  an  angler  being  well 
known  amongst  us,  from  his  most  valuable  contributions 
to  the  Fishing  Gazette.  Coquet,  the  “ fickle  queen,” 
does  not  always  behave  so  ill,  and  with  fly  from  early 
April  to  near  the  end  of  May,  many  fine  baskets  of  trout 
are  caught.  We  trust  that  if  ever  Mr.  Tod  pays  her  a 
visit  again  he  may  find  her  in  her  best  mood.— 

I am,  Ac.  J,  0. 


EESULT  OF  STOCKING  WITH  BUEGHLEY 
TEOUT. 

The  Northampton  Corporation  having  constructed  a 
large  reservoir  at  Eavensthorpe  it  was  decided  to  stock 
it  with  trout  from  the  Marquis  of  Exeter’s  Fishery  at 
Burghley  Park,  Stamford.  Mr.  W.  T.  Silk,  his  Lord- 
ship’s pisciculturist,  went  over  and  inspected  the  water, 
and  advised  the  stocking  of  it  with  10,000  year-old  trout. 
These  were  placed  in  the  reservoir  during  the  winters  of 
1890  and  1891,  and  the  result  has  been  most  satisfactory. 
The  fishing  has  been  by  ticket  at  5s.  per  day.  So  eagerly 
were  these  permits  applied  for— the  number  per  day 
being  limited — that  the  bookings  took  place  weeks  in 
advance.  No  fisherman  was  allowed  to  kill  more  than  a 
certain  weight,  but,  despite  this  precaution,  1013  were 
caught,  their  weight  being  1 ton  Icwt.  Iqr.  23Jlb.  The 
amount  received  for  tickets  was  ^£175  5s.,  so  that  the 
average  cost  of  each  fish  to  the  ticket  holders  was  a 
shade  under  3s.  fid.  or  Is.  0|d.  per  lb.,  and  so  satisfied 
are  the  members  of  the  water  committee,  that  steps  are 
being  taken  to  obtain  a further  supply. 


ODDS  AND  ENDS  OF  JACK  SPINNING. 

In  making  the  difficult  throw  from  above,  when  there 
are  boughs,  Ac.,  overhead  to  necessitate  it,  do  two 
things  : 1.  Time,  anticipate,  and  begin  the  swing  for- 
ward as  the  line  is  just  reaching  back,  so  that  the 
impulse  forward  and  force  (with  a good  swing)  actually 
begins  at  the  moment  the  bait  reaches  its  end,  so  that 
there  is  a kind  of  force  or  crack  of  opposition  ; to  do 
this  the  preparation  for  the  urge  must  be  making  before 
the  bait  has  reached  its  end.  2.  Watch  the  bait  well, 
and  see  that  the  urge,  the  bait,  the  rod  and  line  are  all 
in  the  same  parallel — let  the  actual  swing  come  in  the 
line  of  the  rod ; then  the  bait  will  fly  out.  But  be  steady  ; 
don  t attempt  to  throw  up  blindly,  or  where  an  inter- 
vening bush  hides  the  view  of  bait  going  backwards 
from  your  sight,  but  watch  the  bait  all  the  way.  There 
are  two  or  three  kinds  of  throws,  according  to  the  nature 
ot  bush  obstruction.  1.  If  room  over  the  top  there  is 
nothing  better  than  the  swing  to  the  right  or  left  over 
them  (according  to  wind,  Ac.).  2.  If  there  is  a perfect 
wall  of  trees,  reaching  too  high  to  get  the  bait  above, 
balance  the  line  in  slowly  to  your  feet,  like  a pendulum, 
and  urge  it  out  in  a semicircle,  either  round  sideways 
or  straight  overhead  in  a loop ; but  if  sideways  you  must 
try,  as  aforesaid,  to  get  the  force  out  of  weight  to  act 
forcibly  on  a point  before  the  ultimate  direction  of  hait. 
3.  If  the  bushes  are  as  previously,  but  there  is  an  opening 
in  them,  guide  the  bait  slowly  behind  through  the  gap, 
and  at  its  furthest  swing  it  out. — A.  C.  H. 


This  morning  I saw  a fight  between  a 14ft.  shark  and 
a^  he  dolphin.  The  sea  was  incarnadined  with  blood. 
T he  equal  battle  raged  because  each  scavenger  of  the 
sea  had  been  predatorily  feeding  or  poaching  on  the 
other’s  moss-bunker  preserves.  It  takes  four  bushel 
baskets  of  moss-bunkers  for  one  he  dolphin’s  breakfast. 
The  fight  raged  fifteen  minutes.  The  shark  had  to  turn 
over  to  use  his  mouth.  I know  some  lawyers  who  make 
profitable  and  golden  use  of  the  mouth  in  debate  and 
don  t turn  over  at  all.  When  the  shark  was  trying  to 
get  in  its  fine  work,  the  dolphin  eviscerated  the  sea 
scavenger  and  that  ended  the  fight,  and  the  porpoise 
danced  up  and  down  and  leaped  over  the  body  of  its 
dead  foe,  as  a New  dork  lawyer  does  when  he  gets  an 
extra  250dols.  .allowance  for  costs  or  counsel  fees  I — 
Forest  and  Stream. 
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THE  MONGOLIAN  PHEASANT. 

St’EAKiNO  of  the  Ohineso  or  Mongolian  pheasants 
which  have  during  the  past  two  or  three  years  been  in- 
troduced in  several  localities  in  Illinois,  the  Rockford 
Gazette  save  : 

“ Mr.  Simpson,  of  Alexis,  Warren  County,  procured 
two  wing-shot  hens  in  the  spring  of  1892.  lie  liberated  | 
one  pair  in  April  and  a dozen  more  escaped  during  the 
fall.  He  kept  a trio  in  a small  park  to  test  breeding  j 
in  confinement.  He  found  the  first  egg  April  20,  and  i 
seventy-five  eggs  in  seventy-nine  days.  They  were  ' 
placed  under  domestic  hens.  The  first  two  clutches  of 
twenty  eggs  each  hatched  out  thirty-eight  birds.  The 
latter  setting  did  poorly,  owing  to  extreme  hot  weather 
and  the  hens  being  affected  with  cholera ; only  30  per 
cent,  incubating,  and  few  of  those  lived.  The  winged 
hen  never  mated,  and  of  her  thirty  eggs  none  incubated. 
With  his  limited  knowledge  he  succeeded,  however,  in 
raising  thirty-six  young  birds  from  one  hen. 

“ The  male  bird  erect  stands  nearly  2ft.  tall ; bill  and 
eyelids  yellow  ; a crimson  lino  above  and  below  the  eye 
expanding  to  a half  inch  width  in  mating  season  ; neck 
dark  green,  white  ring  below  ; breast  seal  brown  centre, 
shading  off  to  bright  sunset  lustre,  with  cinnamon  spots 
like  a leopard ; back  having  nearly  thirty  metallic 
colours  : tail  18in.  or  20in.  long.  The  hen  is  a trim, 
neat  bird,  dull  brown,  dark  markings,  pretty  neck, 
shapely  head,  tail  lOin.  to  15in.  long.  The  flesh  is  white, 
tender,  juicy,  gamy  flavour.  Nothing  comes  amiss  for 
food,  from  grass  seed  to  potato  bugs. 

“They  are  an  open  country  bird,  seeking  shelter  in 
the  brush  only  when  flushed  ; of  short,  quick  flight,  one 
hundred  yards,  sometimes  more,  to  reach  cover.  They 
nest  in  brush  heaps,  old  stacks,  fence  rows  and  out-of- 
the-way  places.  They  depend  on  fleet  running  and 
hiding  more  than  wings  ; raise  two  or  three  broods  in 
a season,  the  male  bird  taking  the  brood  when  hatched 
while  the  hen  raises  another  brood.  They  roost  on  the 
ground  when  night  overtakes  them.  The  cocks  are 
great  fighters  and  have  no  difficulty  in  disposing  of  any 
barnyard  cock  that  comes  in  their  way.  They  are  not 
migratory  except  as  the  natural  increase  compels  them 
to  spread  for  food.  Their  successful  introduction 
depends  on  the  protection  and  forbearance  of  hunters 
during  the  first  few  years  they  are  getting  their  start.’’ 


Sponges  are  marine  animals,  not  fishes.  The  breed- 
ing time  is  in  spring.  The  young  sponges  swim  about 
for  some  time,  but  finally  become  fixed  to  rocks  and 
grow.  The  sponges  we  use  are  obtained  principally  in 
the  Mediterranean  Sea  and  among  the  Bahama  Islands. 


FISHING  AT  BAD  BOLL  IN  BADEN. 

“ My  destination  was  a place  known  as  Bad  Boll,  as 
distinguished  from  Boll  village.  The  Wutach  tears 
down  a pine-clad  valley,  much  of  which  is  passable  only 
by  the  wader,  and,  at  flood  times,  by  no  one  at  all.  The 
declivity  is  nearly  always  steep,  so  the  etymologist  who 
turns  to  his  German  dictionary  (supposing  such  refer- 
ence to  be  necessary)  and  finds  that  “ wuth ’’  means 
rage,  will  find  no  difficulty  in  arriving  at  the  derivation 
of  the  name  of  the  river.  Much  of  the  scenery  of  the 
river  is  of  the  wild,  canon  order,  high  perpendicular 
cliffs  of  rook  frequently  meeting  the  torrent  and  turning 
it  aside.  At  a point  where  the  pictui'esque  combines 
with  suitable  space  is  Bad  Boll,  a hotel  and  pension, 
with  which  are  combined  the  appurtenances  of  a bath 
cure,  but  by  no  means  of  the  aggressively  prominent 
order.  The  angler  goes  to  Bad  Boll,  firstly,  because  the 
fishing  for  some  forty  miles  of  the  best  part  of  the 
river  is  in  the  hands  of  the  proprietor.  When  once 
there  he  stays  to  the  very  last  minute,  because,  from 
about  the  first  five  minutes  of  his  stay,  he  is  impressed 
with  the  conviction  that  ho  has  never  been  to  a 
more  agreeable  place.  It  is  sheltered  on  all  sides  by 
the  pine  covered  hills  two  or  three  hundred  feet  high, 
and  the  delightful  nature  of  the  air  that  comes  over  the 
lofty  plateau,  filtered  through  miles  of  pine  forest,  may 
be  imagined.  I cannot  describe  it,  though  I can  answer 
for  its  effects.  Literally  at  his  feet  fiows  the  Wutach, 
and  from  within  a couple  of  hundred  yards  of  the  hotel 
a modest  dish  of  trout  may  be  captured.  But  you  do 
not  fish  in  such  close  proximity  for  the  big  baskets. 
For  them  a tramp  of  a couple  of  miles,  or  a drive  some 
distance  away  is  made,  and  then,  on  anything  like  a 
favourable  day,  a good  catch  is  a certainty  to  the  com- 
petent angler.  Remembering  my  experience  in  Scotland 
and  Luxemburg  in  the  autumn  (always  an  unfavourable 
season  for  trout),  Iliad  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  a 
101b.  bag,  which  embraced  a grayling  of  over  IJlb.,  and 
several  trout  from  fib.  to  lilb.  This  was  the  result  of 
three  hours’  fishing  in  half  a dozen  pools  ; and  when  one 
considers  that  forty  miles  of  this  sort  of  thing  exists, 
small,  indeed,  is  the  wonder  that  an  effort  is  being  made 
to  establish  a proprietary  fishing  club,  with  Bad  Boll  as 
headquarters,  which  is  to  have  the  right  of  fishing  over 
the  whole  stretch  from  the  Government  of  Baden  for  a 
long  term  of  years.  The  Government  is  most  favourable 
to  the  project,  looking  forward  with  pleasure  to  an 
influx  of  English.  The  fishing  club  would  take  over 
the  hotel  just  as  it  stands,  and,  as  it  is  a paying  concern, 
this  is  not  a very  serious  speculation.  A subscription 
of  d£50,  I learn,  will  entitle  the  subscriber  to  a right  to 
fish  for  his  lifetime.— Vanderdecken  in  the  Graphic. 


A NEW  PHOTO-ETCHING  PROCES3. 

A DISCOVERT  is  announced  which,  if  practicable,  may 
possibly  entirely  revolutionise  engraving  by  the  ordinary 
present  day  systems,  and  particularly  those  of  the 
photographic  process.  The  subject,  as  described  in 
J nvention,  is  drawn  on  a plate  of  zinc,  which  is  coverol 
by  a layer  of  bitumen,  either  by  the  artist  or  by  photo- 
graphic means  ; then  it  is  plunged  into  a bath  of  diluted 
acid,  whoa  it  is  put  into  communication  with  a battery, 
one  pole  of  which  is  simply  placed  in  the  acid.  Wheu 
the  current  has  been  set  to  work,  the  acid  attacks  the 
metal  very  quickly,  a few  minutes  sufficing  to  obtain  th  > 
required  depth  as  it  is  very  easy  to  control  the  currant. 

Nowit  will  be  seen  this  process  is  the  mors  preferable 
to  the  present  methods,  as  the  regulation  of  the  engra- 
ving to  an  exactjmathematical  depth  is  easily  obtained, 
whereas  in  the  method  of  engraving  by  acid  baths  the 
surface  of  the  plate  is  covered  with  a pellicle  of  hydro- 
gen, under  which  small  air  bubbles  continually  appear, 
necessitating  the  constant  moving  about  of  the  bath, 
and  a constant  brushing  of  the  plate.  The  discoverer 
believes  that  the  action  is  due  to  a polarisation  on  the 
surface  of  the  metal.  As  we  take  it,  the  current  of 
electricity  is  utilised  for  the  production  of  plates,  not 
by  acting  directly  upon  the  plate  itself,  but  in  the 
proper  regulation  of  the  current,  so  as  to  give  more  or 
less  action  direct  to  the  acid.  It  is  noted  in  this  process, 
that  if  a metal  is  plunged  into  a bath  of  acid  and  put  into 
contact  with  one  pole  of  the  battery,  there  are  no  bubbles 
to  be  seen  ou  the  parts  of  the  metal  in  contact  with  the 
acid,  and  the  etching  is  made  much  more  regularly  and 
quickly  than  under  ordinary  conditions.  The  obviating 
of  these  air  bubbles  on  the  surface  of  the  metal  is  a very 
important  point,  because  their  presence  results  in 
unequal  biting  of  the  surface  of  the  plate,  both  laterally 
and  vertically,  and  outlines  lose  their  effect  by  the  clear- 
ness of  the  design  being  interfered  with ; it  is  this 
which  causes  the  necessity  for  the  use  of  the  rooking 
vessel,  and  the  constant  use  of  the  brush  in  the  ordi- 
nary methods. 


Lobsters  often  travel  in  regiments,  seeking  new  feed- 
ing grounds.  Their  migrating  armies  are  always  led  by 
the  biggest  and  strongest  ones,  while  the  maimed  and 
weakly  struggle  along  behind. 

The  monk  fish  is  the  connecting  link  between  the 
shark  and  the  skate,  and  is  exceedingly  voracious.  It 
has  been  known  to  seize  a cormorant  by  the  wing,  and 
to  bite  fishermen  when  being  removed  from  the  nets. 
Its  skin,  which  is  rough,  was  formerly  used  for  polishing 
wood  and  ivory  and  for  covering  the  hilts  of  swords. 


“INSECT  BITES  PREVENTED”  ' 

BY  USE  OP 

CALVERT’S  INDIAN  BATH  SOAP. 

Sold  in  3d.  Square.s  at  Chemists  and  Stores. 
Is.  worth  sent  post  free  for  value  in  stamps  by 

F.  C.  CALVERT  & CO.,  Manchester. 

Awarded  60  Gold  & Silver  Medals  & Diplomas. 


WASPS  in  WASPS!!! 

FOE  TAKING  WASPS’  NESTS  USE 


ACCIDENTS  OF  TRAVEL 

AND  ALL  OTHER  ACCIDENTS,  INSURED  AGAINST  BY 

THE  RAILWAY  PASSENGERS’  ASSURANCE  COMPANY, 

THE  OLDEST  AND  LARGEST  COMPANY  PROVIDING  FOR 

ACCIDENTS  or  ALL  KINDS. 

64  CORNHILL,  LONDON.  Iv^iAr^^l-s 


McDOUGALL’S 

“SMOKE-FERRETS”  or 
Ann  VERMIN  “ CHOKERS.” 

ITon-IIxplosive  and  Pree  from  Poison. 

Users  say : “ For  taking  Wasps’  Nests  they  act 

like  magic.” “For  taking  Wasps’  Nests  they 

are  most  useful  and  certain.” “ They  have  given 

complete  satisfaction,  and  are  unequalled.”  &c. 

Also  for  Exterminating  KATS,  MICE.  MOLES, 
BABBITS,  and  ALL  VERMIN  THAT  BURROW 
UNDERGROUND. 

Size  No.  1,  at  2/-  per  doz. ; 22/6  per  gross. 

,,  2,  at  5/-  It  57/6  ,1 

The  No.  2 is  three  times  the  size  of  No.  1. 
From  Chemists,  Ironmongers,  &c.,  and 
McDougall  Bros.,  10,  Mark-lane,  Lond.,  E.C. 

Usei's  on  all  hands  recommend  them.  See  Certijkaies.  \ 


BELL  & PRICHARD, 

Anglo-American  and.  Practical  City  Tailors, 

2,  LUDGATE  C/RCUS,  E.C. 

(opposite  cook’s  tourists  office). 

FISHING  &,  SHOOTING  OUTFITS  A SPECIALITY. 

ALL  GOODS  THOEOUGHLY  SHEUNK. 

Tourists’  and  Business  Suits  (to  measure)  from  £2  10s. 
Scotch  Tweed  Knickerbockers ..  0 13s.  6d. 


Now  Ready. 

NEW  BOOK  ON  SPORT,  &c.,  by  R.  J.  LlOYD 
Price,  of  Rhiwlas,  Bala.  Cloth,  3s. ; by  post 
direct,  3s.  3d.;  at  all  Smith’s  bookstalls. 

“DOGS;  ANCIENT  & MODERN,” 

and  WALKS  IN  WALES : An  essay  on  Dogs 
in  General,  and  a Guide  to  the  Angler  and 
Tourist  in  the  Principality.  London:  Egling- 
TON  and  Co,  (Limited),  78,  Great  Queen-street, 
W.C.,  or  of  the  Author. 

TRAVELLING  REQUISITES. 

Travelling  TrunkB, 

Saratoga  Trunks,  Dress  Baskets. 
Portmanteaus,  Bags, 
Hold-alls,  Hat  Cases,  Bugs,  Straps, 
and  Umbrellas. 

A Splendid  Assortment 

ALWAYS  IN  STOCK. 

mustrated  Price  List,  combining  every 
particular,  free  on  application. 

HYAM  & CO.,  LIMITED, 

42  & 43,  BBIGQATE,  LEEDS, 

AND  AT 

LONDON,  136  to  140,  Oxford  Street. 
BIBMINGHAM,  21,  22,  23,  New  St. 
WOLVEBHAMPTON,  41,  Dudley  St. 


NATIONAL  FISHERIES  EXHIBITION 


IVIAROH  6tln  to  X894. 


EOYA.L  A^QXJ  A.RIXJ  M,  AVESTM  INSTER. 


J.  RITCHIE,  Esq.,  Chairman  and  Managing  Director. 

CONTRIBUTIONS  are  Invited  to  the  LOAN  COLLECTION  of  all  MATTERS  of  INTEREST  to 
FRESH  or  SALT  WATER  FISHERMEN.  These  will  be  Exhibited  FREE  OF  CHARGE. 


Particulars  as  to  Price  of  Stands  for  Trade  Exliiliits  may  lie  obtained  from  the  MANACtING  DIRECTOR,  ROYAL  AQUARIUM. 
The  arrangements  connected  with  this  department  will  l)c  on  an  entirely  new  basis,  and  one  which  will,  beyond  doubt,  materially  assist 

the  interests  of  the  Exhibitor.  Eably  Api'lication  should  be  made. 
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GUIDE  TO  PISHING  TACKLE  MAKERS  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 


Aberdeen. — Wm.  Brown,  64,  George-st. 

Alnwiek  — Hardy  Bros.,  L.  & N.  British 
Works. 

AmptMll  — Ed.  White,  Market. 

Andover,  Hants. — E.  Chamberlain. 

Ashbourne. — D.  and  W.  H.  Poster. 

Beccles  — R-  Tilney  & Son. 

Barnstaple,  JS.  Devon.— J.  Rowe,  62, 

High-street. 

Belfast  — J.  Braddell  & Son,  21,  Castle- 
place. 

Birmingham  — Samuel  B.  Allpobt, 
50,  Whittall-streot. 

C.  Bowler,  9,  Thomas-st.,  Vaughan-st. 

T.  Heath,  52,  Alma-street,  Aston. 

Reuben  Heaton,  161-5,  Hospital-st. 

J.  Keeling,  7,  Digbeth. 

James  Morgan,  2J,  Aston-road. 

W.  Newell,  11,  Great  Western  Arcade. 

Nutting  & Co.,  70,  Edgbaston-street. 

J.  Powell,  40,  St.  Paul’s-square. 

W.  H.  Ryder  & Sons,  .33-36,  Slaney-st. 

Wm.  Sternberg,  43,  Soho-hiU. 

Bishop  Auckland— w.  J.  Cummins, 
Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Works. 

Blackburn  • — James  GREGSON,Penny-st. 

Bolton. — W.  Bleakley,  83,  Newport-st. 

Bridgend. — R.  H.  Dyer,  19  & 20,  Queen- 
street. 

Bridport  — Joseph  Gundry  & Co.,  Net, 
Line,  and  Twine  Manufacturers. 

William  James. 

George  Kenway. 

W.  Tucker,  Manufacturer. 

Builth,  Wells.  — Septimus  Price,  12, 
High-street. 

Burton  - on  - Trent. — T.  Horne,  io6, 
High-street. 

Buxton,  Derbyshire.— J.  Banks,  37, 
Spring-gardens. 

Cardiff  — G.  M.  Burridge,“  Silver  Fish,” 
Bridge-street. 

William  Davies,  257,  Cowbridge-road. 

Castle  Connell. — J.  Enright  & Sons. 

Cheltenham  — James  Ogden,  28,  Winch- 
comb-street. 

Ogden  & Scoteord,  Pittville.  [Whole- 
sale & Retail.] 

Chudleigh,  Devon  — J.  B.  Truman. 

Clitheroe  — Thomas  Robinson,  3,  Wes- 
leyan-road. 

Croydon. — Thomson  & Co.,  10,  High-st. 

Darlington. — J-  F.  Smythe. 

Derby. — T.  Simpson,  55,  Carrington-st. 


Dublin.— 0.  Weekes  & Co.,  26  & 27, 
Essex-quay.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Eton. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Exeter. — w.  Osborne,  251,  High-street. 

E.  F.  Prickman,  12,  North-street. 

Exmouth. — Miss  Ellis,  Fly-Tier,  13, 
Danby-terrace. 

Fairford.  Glos. — Samuel  Burge. 

Felton  — W.  Dobson,  West  Thnrston. 

Great  Yarmouth. — E.  Hannant,  102, 
Market-gates. 

H.  Salinger,  40,  South  Market-road. 

Hereford  — T.  Cooke,  22^,  Maylord-st. 

Hertford. — Simson  & Co.,  Market-place. 

Hull. — H.  Booth,  21,  Paragon-street. 

Hungerford. — Freeman  Bros.,  Bridge- 
street. 

Inverness.  — J.  Graham  & Co.,  27, 
Union-street. 

Kingsbridge,  S.  Devon.- S.  Perrott, 
109,  Eore-street. 

Kingsland,  Herefordshire,  K.S.O.— 

E.  T.  Williams,  Lugg  Cottage. 

Kingston-on-Thames  — J.R.  Richard- 
son, 67,  High-street. 

J.  E.  Willingham,  11,  Union-street 

Langholm.— Joe  Anderson,  59,  High-st. 

Leamington  Spa.— J-  Hobson. 

Leeds.— Linsley  Bros.,  10,  Commercial- 
street. 

Francis  M.  Walbran,  19,  New 
Station-street. 

S.  WiLLSDON,  43,  Park-lane. 

Leicester. — R-  Flude,  5,  West-bridge. 

Ley  burn,  Yorks. — J-  F.  Lyon,  Post 
Cffice. 

Limerick. — A.  Nestor,  George-street. 
[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Lincoln.' — Andrews  & Parkinson,  36, 
Melville-street. 

J.  W.  Walker,  10,  Waterside. 

Liverpool.  — W.  Ramsbottom,  148, 
North  John-street. 

H.  Whitty,  15,  Basnett-street. 

R.  Whitty,  14,  Tithebarn-street. 

Llandovery,  Wales. — Evan  Davies, 
High-street. 

London. — s.  Allcock  & Co.,  60,  Queen 
Victoria- street.  [Wholesale  only.] 

T.  Aldred,  110,  Edgware-road,  N.W. 

Alfred  & Son,  20,  Moorgate-st.,  E.C. 

T.  Barnett,  26,  Church-street,  Edg- 
ware-road. 


London — Continued. 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  53,  Gresham- 
street.  [Wholesale  only.] 

J.  Bernard  & Sons,  5,  Church-place, 
Piccadilly. 

Mrs.  L.  J.  Brocas,  Fly-Tier,  5, 
Rochester -row,  S.W. 

C.  J.  Brown,  7,  Walton-street,  S.W. 
Mrs.  A.  Bulmer,  62,  Wandsworth-road, 

S.W. 

Carter  & Peek,  137,  St.  Jolm-street- 
road,  E.C. 

R.  Dillon,  78,  Victoria-road,  Kentish 

Town. 

H.  Dunhill,  125-127,  Euston-rd.,  N.W. 
Eaton  & Deller,  6 & 7,  Crooked-lane, 
E.C. 

J.  Gillett,  40,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 

[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

J.  E.  Gold,  17,  Cakley-street,  Waterloo- 
road,  S.E. 

J.  W.  Hatton,  215,  Cambridge-road,  E. 
G.  W.  Hemens,  171,  New  North-road,  N. 

T.  Holbrow  & Co.,  9,  Eagle-place, 
Jermyn-street. 

Holroyd  Bros.,  59,  Gracechurch-street, 

E.C. 

G.  Little  & Co.,  63,  Haymarket,  S.W. 
G.  Main,  45,  Jermyn-street,  St.  James’s. 

G.  Partridge,  “ The  Golden  Perch,” 

402,  Cxford- street,  W. 

William  Poole,  104a,  BroadwaU,  S.E. 
B.  Potter  & Co.,  225,  High  Holborn. 

S.  Price  & Co.,  8,  Seymonr-street, 

Euston-square. 

H.  Richardson  & Co.,  Te  Pluckie 
Perche,  77,  Finsbury-pavement. 

T.  H.  SowBRBUTTS  & SoN,  151,  Com- 

mercial-street,  E. 

A.  J.  Spashott,  55a,  Maryland  Point,  E. 
T.  Unstbad,  3,  Penton-street,  Penton- 
ville,  N. 

A.  Williams,  84,  York-street,  Bryan- 
ston-square,  W. 

F.  T.  Williams  & Co.,  “ Silver  Trout,” 
10,  Groat  Queen-street,  W.C. 

Lostwithiel. — c.  Geach,  Fancy  Reposi- 
tory. 

Macclesfield. — J.  H.  Fearn,  38,Chester- 
gate. 

Manchester. — w.  Chambers  & Co.,  25, 
Market-place. 

R.  Ramsbottom,  81,  Market-street. 
Newark. — D.  Slater  & Co.,  Stodman-st. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — J.  R-  Bolton, 
147,  Northnmberland-street. 
Murton.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Thos.  Pape,  27,  CoUingwood-street. 

Northampton.  — C®0.  Timms,  6,  The 
Green. 


Norwich  — A.  J.  Rudd,  54,  London-st. 


Nottingham  — F.  Crofts,  46,  Sussex-st.  j 

S.  Dales,  7,  St.  John-street.  I 

Ed.  Dance,  1a,  Sussex-street. 

Chas.  Jackson,  23,  Carrington-street.  I 

J.  Theaker,  10,  Canal-street. 

W.  Wells  & Co.,  1,  Sussex-street. 

E.  West,  28,  Sussex-street. 

Oakham — J.  E.  Wiutehouse,  Rutland  i 
Gun  and  Cartridge  Works.  | 

Omagh. — John  White,  30,  Market-st. 

Oxford. — James  Innes,  42,  Queen-st. 

Plymouth.  — Thomas  Brooks,  30a, 
Southside-street. 

C.  & R.  Brooks,  Stonehouse. 

Heading. — J.  Perry  & Co.,  6,  Minster- 
parade. 

Eedditch.— s.  Allcock  & Co.,  Standard  I 
Works.  [Wholesale  only.] 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  Abbey  Mills. 
[Wholesale  only.] 

Alfred  Booker  & Co.,  Midland  Needle 
and  Fish  Hook  Works. 

H.  Milward  & Son,  Washford  Mills. 

W.  Vale  & Son,  Studley.  [Wholesale 
only.] 

Richmond  - on  - Thames  — Gaynor  & 
Son,  4,  Bridge-street. 

Everard  Ripley,  5,  King-street. 

Richmond,  Yorks. — Chas.  Spencer 
Finkle-street. 

Rothbury  — W.  Mavin. 

J.  SoULSBY. 

Scarborough  — S.  M.  Patrick,  5, North- 
street,  Newboro’. 

Wm.  j.  Clarke,  44,  Huntress-row. 

Southampton. — Cox  & Macpherson^ 
62,  High-street.  | 

Cox  & Son,  28,  High-street. 

Swansea  — B-  Evans  & Co.,  Swansea 
Sporting  Depot,  Castle  Bailey-st. 

Taunton. — George  Hinton,  Fore-st. 

Thetford  — G.  H.  Reynolds,  Anchor 
Commercial  Hotel. 

Thrapston. — A.  Bargh,  Bridge-st. 

Torrington,  N.  Devon.— J • D.  Bastard, 
Torridge  House. 

Uppingham,  Rutlands.  — J.  L. 

Andrev^s,  High-street. 

Walthamstow.  — D.  Bennett,  137, 
Hoe-street  North. 

Wolverhampton — T.  Shakespeare,  9, 
Market-street. 

York. — H.T.  Lloyd,  Sportsman’s  Depot, 
Davy- gate. 


EVERARD  RIPLEY,  FINE  OLD  MATURED  SCOTCH  WHISKY. 


Naturalist  and  Artistic  Mounter  op 

BIRDS,  ANIMALS,  FISH,  HEADS, 
HORNS,  HOOFS,  and  RUGS. 

Fishing  Tackle  of  Every  Description. 
To  Anglers. — Fish  Mounting  a Speciality. 


At  18/-  per  Gallon,  or  in  Bottle  at  36/-  per  do2en.  Sample  Bottle  sent  on  receipt  of  3/6. 

Terms. — Net  Cash.  It  would  save  considerable  delay  if  Customers  for  the  first  time  in  giving  an 
Order,  would  kindly  send  on  a EEMITTANCE  or  REFERENCE. 

Carriage  Paid. — I Pay  Carriage  (by  Goods  Train  only)  on  all  Orders  of  (in  Bulk)  4 Gallons, 
and  in  Case  of  2 Do2en  and  Upwards. 


5 KI^JG  STREET,  RICHMOND  SURREY.  JAMES  CUKRIE,  WINE  MERCHANT,  DUMFRIES,  N.B. 


Established  1853. 

e:.  eiesse:. 

Member  of  Gresham  & Junior  Fly-Fishers’  Clubs. 

Fish,  Bird,  and  Animal  Preserver, 

59,  ’CHISENHALE  ROAD,  OLD  FORD 

(Near  the  " Earl  of  Aberdeen,”  Roman  Road) 
SPECIALIST  IN  FISH  MOUNTING. 

Inventor  of  the  New  “ Natural  ’ ’ Eye  (for  Fish). 

Price  List  on  application. 

First  Class  Exhibition  MeOal. 


J.  BERNARD  and  SON, 

5,  Church  Place,  Piccadilly.  

makers  of  SUPERIOR  CLASS  FISHING  RODS  k TACKLE, 

For  Salmon  and  Trout,  Pike  and  Coarse  Fish. 

SPECIALITIES — Natural  Wings,  Salmon  and  Trout  Plies,  and 

ditto  May. 

SPECIAL  FLOATING  FLIES  FOE  TEST  AND  ITCHEN. 

Salmon  Fly-Book,  with  printed  names  of  the  principal  Salmon  Flies, 
composing  a good  selection. 

Catalogue  and  Diary  Gratis. 

5,  CllUliCII  PLACE,  PICCADILLY,  S.W. 

Trout  and  Salmon  Fly-book  with  Printed  Names. 


TO  BOTTOM  FISHERS. 


Bottom  Fishers  can  be  supjilied  with  Live  Bait,  Gentles, 
Lobworms,  &c. ; also  with  Bods,  Lines,  Paternosters, 
Hooks,  Ledgers,  Beels,  &c.  Crystal  Boach  Hooks,  best 
quality,  9d.  per  dozen.  Everything  sold  at  the  most 
reasonable  prices. 

Catalogue  2d.  (cost  of  postage  only). 

6.  LITTLE  & CO.,  63,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON,  S.W. 


October  7,  1893]  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


TIDE  TABLE?. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  Uie  time  of  hi"h  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  lime  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below. 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  /'55  min.  for  Kew. 

40  „ ,,  Putney.  \75  ,,  „ Richmond. 

45  ,,  ,,  Hammer-  AddsSO  „ ,,  Twioken- 

smith.  / ham. 

50  ,,  Barnes.  ^85  „ ,,  Teddington 

Example  ; — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Morning. 

Evening. 

0.25 

Sunday,  ,,  8 

0.47  

1.  9 

Monday,  ,,  i)  

1.28  

1.46 

Tuesday,  ,,  10  

2.  3 

2 19 

Wednesday,  ,,  11  

2.35  

2 51 

Thursday,  ,,  12  

3.  fi  

.3.22 

Friday,  ,,  13  

3.33  

3.53 

High  Water  at  Amberley  and  Pulborough. 

Saturday,  Oct.  7 

Morning. 

0'37  

Evening 

1.  5 

Sunday,  ,,  8 

1.27  

1 49 

Monday,  ,,  9 

2.  8 

2.2fi 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley. 

Pnlborough  will  be  two  hours  forty  minutes  later. 


. ANGLING  FIXTURES. 

-October  8.  

.•  Albert  Piscatorials  : Roving  match. 

Brothers  Well  Met : Annual  dinner  at  Pnlborough. 
Crpwn  and  Buckland  : Match  at  Amberley. 
f Eagle:  Match  on  the  Lea. 

•:  Golden  Barbel : Match  at  Langford. 

Havelock  : Match  at  Broxbourne. 

Hearts  of  Oak  : Match  at  Harlow. 

Horfieferry  : Match  at  Brentford. 

] ■ Phoenix  : Outing  (roving). 

. Prince  of  Wales  : Match  at  Windsor. 

• Stepney  : Match  at  Maldon. 

.-uWenlocfc  : Match  at  Brentford, 
g,  I Westminster  : Match  at  Horley. 

(October  9. 

■M  Anglera’  Association:  Monthly  Meeting  of  Renting 
t . and  Preservation  Committee. 

, October  10. 

.Gresh^,m:  Paper  by  Mr.  E.  F.  Goodwin  on  “Fly- 
fishing for  Coarse  Fish.’’ 

October  11. 

' Bat^tersea  United  : Punt  match. 

Tzaak  Walton  ; Visit. 

October  13. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  : Committee  meeting. 


FIXTURES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

Oct.  15. — Alma  : Match  at  Shepperton. 

,,  15. — Amicable  Brothers  : Prize  outing  ; Match  at 

St.  Margaret’s. 

,,  15.— Canning  Town  : Prize  outing. 

,,  15. — Good  Intent : Match  at  Ware. 

,,  15. — Hoxton  Brothers:  Prize  outing. 

,,  15. — Izaak  Walton  : Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

,,  15. — Mildmay  : Match  at  Langford  Hall. 

,,  15. — Peckham  Brothers  : Match  at  St.  Margaret’s. 

,,  15. — Waggoner.s  : Match  at  Twickenham. 

,,  10.— Amicable  Waltonians  ; Anglers’  Association 

visit. 

,,  10. — Crown  and  Buckland  : Concert. 

,,  10.— Queen’s  Piscatorials  : Smoking  concert. 

' ,,  17. — Gresham  : Sea-fishing  excursion  to  Leigh. 

,,  17. — Pixie  Brothers  : Visit. 

,,  18. — Shepherd’s  Bush  : Competition. 

' ,,  20.— Paper  Reading  Society:  Meeting  at  The 

Citizen. 

,,  23. — Lincoln  : Roving  match. 

,,  22. — Westminster:  Match  at  Windsor. 


JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAT. 


The  subscription  list  in  aid  of  the  widow  and  eight 
children  of  the  late  William  Talbot,  who  was  drowned  at 
Pnlborough  on  July  lO  last,  is  still  open.  The  case  is 
very  strongly  recommended  by  an  influential  committee, 
and  donations,  however  small,  will  be  gratefully  received 
and  acknowledged  by  the  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  Frank 
Ayling,  Mitre  Tavern,  Kingsgate-street,  Holborn,  W.C. 
*•#*** 

It  appears  that  every  week  five  fishermen  and  sixty- 
three  seamen  meet  with  sudden  death  upon  the  sea,  in 
the  prime  of  life.  There  is,  therefore,  great  need  for 
every  lover  of  his  countrymen  to  provicle  the  means  of 
grace  for  this  most  deserving  class.  At  Great  Yarmouth 
the  Missions  to  Seamen  Society  built  in  1874  an  Institute 
■for  Fishermen  and  Smack  Boys  at  a cost  of  .£2000,  and 
it  is  very  much  prized  by  the  men.  One  of  the  most 
■regular  members  met  with  sudden  death  last  year — 
.James  Breeze,  mate  of  the  smack  Diamond;  after  attend- 
ing service^i  twice  on  the  Sunday,  sailed  on  the  Tuesday, 
but  the  Diamond  has  never  been  hoard  of  since. 


An  Open  Roving  Fishing  Contest  (starting  from 
Amberley)  will  take  place  to-morrow  (Oct.  8),  for  ten 
prizes — first,  ^£1  lOs.  Entrance  fee  Cd.,  which  will  be 
a(lde(i  to  the  prizes.  These  wonderfully  cheap  excur- 
sions (2s.  fid.),  open  to  all,  will  continue  to  run  all 
through  the  month  of  October.  Tickets  to  be  had  of 
Mr.  A.  A.  Eldridge  only,  at  the  Rose  and  Crown,  21, 
Goswell-road.  Entries  close  at  11.30  p.m.  to-night 
(Saturday),  Oct.  7.  No  live  bait  to  be  used.  Jack,  eels, 
pope,  dabs,  bleak,  and  gudgeon  barred.  One  rod  only 
to  be  carried.  The  water  is  in  very  fair  condition,  and 
it  will  not  be  Mr.  Eldridge’s  fault  if  this  competition  is 
not  the  best  that  has  ever  been  held. 

****** 

“As  yearling  trout  run  from  about  lin.  in  length  to 
9in.,’’  says  Mr. Ford,  of  Caistor,  “ it  becomes  customers 
to  inquire  as  to  the  size  of  fish  before  placing  orders.  A 
2-in.  yearling  weighs  about  one-twelfth  of  an  ounce, 
and  a 7-in.  yearling  3oz.,  so  that  the  latter  is  thirty-two 
times  heavier  than  the  former,  or,  speaking  roundly,  a 
yearling  doubles  its  weight  for  every  inch  in  length. 
Taking  weight  for  weight,  fish  averaging  4in.  are  worth 
double  those  of  3in.,  and  quadruple  those  of  2in. ; 2-in. 
yearlings  are  usually  the  offsprings  of  wee  parents  of 
Jib.  and  under,  which,  from  a breeder’s  point  of  view, 
ought  never  to  be  spawned.  We  cannot  get  Brahmas 
from  Bantam  eggs,  neither  will  such  yearlings  develoji 
into  large  fish.’’ 

****** 

Whilst  fishing  at  Colyford  Bridge  recently  John  Cox 
and  Brian  Beer  caught  a trout  81b.  in  weight.  This,  we 
believe,  is  by  far  the  largest  on  record,  for  the  average 
Axe  and  Coly  trout  is  a fioz.  or  8oz.  fish.  Mr.  Sanders 
Stephens  is  having  the  fish  preserved  with  a view  to 
presenting  it  to  the  Exeter  Museum. 

****** 

Fishing  on  Saturday  last  Mr.  F.  J.  Alldred  captured 
a small  jack  of  about  31b.  As  the  fish  was  being  pre- 
pared for  supper  a small  carp  was  discovered  in  its 
inside.  Two  or  three  drops  of  whiskey  were  administered 
to  the  poor  little  carp,  which  was  immediately  placed  in 
water — the  water  left  running  on  it  all  night.  In  the 
morning  it  was  alive  and  well. 

****** 

The  Brompton  anglers,  at  their  recent  concert, 
which,  by  the  way,  was  a great  success,  were  able  to 
add  the  sum  of  two  guineas  to  the  Preservation  Fund. 
This  is  good  business. 

****** 

A REPLY  TO  N.  C.  LEIGH. 

Dear  Madam,  though  we  must  admire 
Your  conjugal  devotion. 

That  fishing  is  a doubtful  sport 
Is  rather  a queer  notion. 

To  those  who  toil  with  brain  or  hands 
How  blest  a recreation. 

To  rest  beside  a stream  and  fish 
In  blissful  contemplation.! 

And  even  if  the  fish  won’t  bite. 

Are  Nature’s  charms  unable 
To  lure  from  the  theatre 
And  dainty  supper  table  ? 

And  while  we  fully  understand 
Your  keen  appreciation 
Of  town,  the  work  of  human  hands. 

We  love  God’s  own  creation. 

And  yet  how  wise  a law  it  is 
That  tastes  should  widely  vary. 

And  though  one  may  not  love  some  sport. 

Of  blame  they  should  be  chary.  C.  G.  D. 
****** 

We  understand  that  the  directors  of  the  Royal 
Aquarium  propose  granting  additional  facilities  to  the 
exhibitors  at  the  National  Fisheries  Exhibition.  They 
intend  to  virtually  return  the  whole  of  the  rentals  to  the 
stand-holders  in  the  shape  of  invitation  tickets,  which 
will  be  given  at  the  rate  of  forty  for  every  pound  paid 
for  space.  This  is  an  undoubted  innovation  in  the  right 
direction,  for  it  will  be  clear  that  if  each  exhibitor  has 
some  hundreds  of  tickets  to  distribute  amongst  his 
customers  the  attendance  of  a large  number  of  people 
interested  in  the  “ gentle  craft’’  will  be  insured,  and 
that  each  stand-holder  will  appeal  not  only  to  his  own 
customers,  but  also  to  those  of  the  others.  It  was 
universally  admitted  last  year  that  the  exhibitors  from 
the  country  did  a great  deal  of  trade  amongst  metro- 
politan anglers,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  year  the 
London  trade  will  make  a much  more  important  display 
than  they  did  at  the  last  exhibition,  for  the  country 
exhibitors,  we  understand,  are  mustering  in  full  force. 
****** 

The  Paper  Readings  Society,  under  the  secretaryship 
of  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews,  held  an  “ At  Home  ’’  on  Friday 
evening  last,  at  its  headquarters,  the  Citizen,  70, 
Houndsditch.  The  first  general  meeting  of  the  session 
will  take  place  cn  Friday  evening,  Oct.  20,  when  all, 
members  or  non-members,  interested  in  the  good  work 
which  this  society  is  doing  are  invited  to  attend. 
There  is  plenty  of  hard  work  to  be  done,  and  a little 
help,  cheerfully  given,  will  be  appreciated.  Note  the 
date,  Oct.  20. 

****** 

Two  working  men  named  Montague  and  Belcher  were 
fortunate  in  getting  a splendid  take  of  fish  in  the  Home 
Park  on  Wednesday  last,  Oct.  fi,  consisting  of  a carp  of 
15Jlb.,  another  of  101b.,  thirteen  nice  tench,  and  seven 
bream.  Mr.  Richardson,  of  High-street,  Kingston-on- 
Thames,  purchased  the  large  carp,  and  is  going  to  have 
t set  up. 


'The  second  netting  of  the  Dulwich  lake  resulted  in 
the  transference  to  the  Lea  of  between  two  and  three 
hundredweight  of  carp.  About  three  dozen  porch, 
which  it  was  hoped  would  arrive  in  satety,  were  found 
to  bo  dead,  “ each  of  the  larger  perch  having  swallowed 
one  of  their  smaller  brethren.’’  This  sounds  like  a 
second  edition  of  the  Kilkenny  cats. 

«**««* 

A competition  will  take  place  on  Oct,  15,  at  Langley, 
when  the  following  prizes  are  offered  by  the  landlord  of 
the  North  Star  and  friends,  viz.,  .£1  Is.  for  largest 
jack,  £1  Is.  for  largest  take  of  roach,  10s.  fid.  for  largest 
tench,  and  numerous  other  prizes.  Open  to  all  who  are 
entitled  to  fish  the  water.  No  entrance  fee.  All  com- 
petitors to  give  name  at  North  Star  after  the  arrival  of 
first  train.  Only  those  leaving  London  on  the  morning 
of  the  match  allowed  to  compete.  One  rod  only. 

* * # * * * _ 

At  the  Anchor  and  Hope  punt  match  at  Twickenham, 
on  the  1st  inst.,  seven  punts  were  out  for  seven  prizes, 
all  of  which  were  taken.  At  the  weigh-in  over  801b.  of 
fish  graced  the  trays.  At  this  outing  it  is  pleasant  to 
notice  the  honorary  members  were  allowed  to  compete. 
If  this  example  were  more  widely  followed,  a very  large 
influx  of  new  members  would  join  the  various  clubs. 
This  enterprising  club  fish  at  Amberley  on  the  8th  inst. 
for  five  i>rizes. 

****** 

To  him  who  in  the  love  of  nature  holds 
Communion  with  her  visible  forms,  she  speaks 
A various  language  ; for  his  gayer  hours. 

She  has  a voice  of  gladness,  and  a smile. 

And  eloquence  of  beauty,  and  she  glides 
Into  his  darker  musings  with  a mild 
And  healing  sympathy,  that  steals  away 
Their  sharpness  ere  he  is  aware. — Bryant. 

* # * * _ * * 

Ford’s  Perfection  Ground-Bait  has  undergone  the 
severest  tests  on  the  Trent,  Great  Ouse,  Witham, 
Ancholme,  and  other  public  and  private  waters,  and  the 
results  have  been  so  invariably  satisfactory  that  it  is 
now  put  in  the  market  with  the  greatest  confidence  that 
it  is  at  once  the  best  and  cheapest  ground-bait  extant. 
It  will  attract  all  kinds  of  fish.  It  is  not  unusual  for 
anglers  to  bait  a swim  with  1000  to  3000  Nottingham 
worms  at  10s.  per  1000.  This  bait  will  answer  the  pur- 
pose better  at  one-eighth  of  the  cost,  anci  is  cleanly  to 
use.  Small  quantities,  fid.  per  lb.,  carriage  paid,  may 
be  obtained  from  Thomas  Ford,  Manor  Fishery,  Caistor, 
Lincolnshire. 

*«*#**_ 

Messrs.  John  Cooper  and  Sons,  naturalists,  of 
Radnor-street,  St.  Luke’s,  have  just  received  a 2Jlb. 
roach  and  lib.  loz.  dace  for  preservation.  Both  these 
fish  were  taken  from  private  waters  near  Hungerford. 

****** 

The  results  obtained  by  visitors  to  Amberley  on  the 
1st  inst.  may  be  regarded  as  satisfactory.^  Amongst 
others,  we  note  that  Mr.  Tame,  Brothers  Well  Met,  had 
some  decent  jack,  and  an  eel  of  Ijlb.  ; Mr.  Ha.ke, 
Amicable  Waltonians,  about  61b.  of  roach  ; Mr.  J . Smith, 
Bermondsey  Brothers,  8|lb.  of  roach  (one  of  11b.  14ioz.) ; 
Mr.  J.  Osborne,  .51b.  of  roach.  Messrs.  Vaneghan  (Funny 
Folks),  Hill,  and  Willard  also  had  some  nice  takes  of 
roach  and  dace. 

****** 

A Chicago  literary  club  recently  debated  the  ques- 
tion : “ Was  the  Inventor  of  the  Barbed-wire  Fence  a 
Barbarian?’’  It  is  safe  to  say  that  everybody  took 
sides  and  nobody  got  on  the  fence. 

****** 

In  the  October  Scribner  W.  D.  Howells  writes  of 
“The  Man  of  Letters  as  a Man  of  Business.’’  Robert 
Louis  Stevenson  publishes  his  grandfather’s  diary  of  a, 
voyage  with  Sir  Walter  Scott.  Joel  Chandler  Harris 
describes  fox-hunting  in  the  South. 

****** 

We  extract  the  following  from  “Fish,  Fishing,  and 
Fish  Culture”  at  Henley-on-Thames : — “Your  com- 
mittee have  to  express  their  regret  that  the  Conservators 

have  not  seen  fit  to  introduce  bye-laws  designed  to 
prevent  the  enormous  injury  which  is  done  to  the  spawn 
and  brood  of  fish,  especially  in  the  spawning  season,  by 
the  steam  launch  traffic,  the  swans  and  ducks.  It  would 
appear  that  when  a steam  launch  is  driven  at  such  a 
speed  as  to  make  any  wash  which  tends  to  wear  away 
the  banks  or  injure  the  spawn  or  brood  of  fish,  an  offence 
is  committed  under  the  Thames  Navigation  Act,  but 
the  Conservators  do  not  take  action  unless  a launch  is 
driven  at  a very  high  rate  of  speed,  or  some  accident 
occurs.  According  to  the  Act  referred  to,  it  is  illegal 
to  drive  a launch  at  such  a speed  as  will  injure  the 
banks  of  the  river  or  other  property,  or  endanger  human 
life.”  ****** 

A CORRESPONDENT  tslls  US  that  “ whilst  roach  fishing 
at  Cantley,  and  using  a No.  11  hook,  an  8-iuch  jack 
seized  his  paste.”  Jack  are  not  over  fastidious.  When 
hungry  they  have  been  known  to  take  almost  every  con- 
ceivable bait  that  can  be  used  for  fishing.  An  instance 
is  recorded  which  sounds  very  much  like  the  story  of 
the  “ House  that  Jack  Built.” 

An  Esox  lucius,  inches  8, 

Fancied  a roach  fisher’s  nice  whitebait ; 

Another  young  Esox,  inches  10, 

Seized  by  the  tail  No.  1 ; but  when 

The  teeth  of  the  second  was  felt  by  its  mate 

“ Sport  ” soon  became  lively,  and,  sad  to  relate. 

An  Esox,  inches  18,  took  its  poor  little  mate  in 
Its  jaw,  without  thinking,  or  blinking,  or  winking  ; 
But  repented,  when  captured,  such  untimely  haste 
In  robbing  its  brothers  of  roach  fisher’s  paste ! 

Dragnet. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


Rwer  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
shonld  send  a post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  8t.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


The  Increasing  demand  for  the  FISHING 
GAZETTE  necessitates  our  goirg  to  press 
somewhat  earlier  than  heretofore.  River 
reporters  wiil  oblige  by  senairg  reports  so 
that  they  may  arrive  on  Thursday  evening 
at  latest  to  guarantee  insertion. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  EEPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks. — During  a 
recent  visit  to  the  district  of  Staines,  and  calling  upon 
that  successful  fisherman  John  Keene,  jun.,  I was 
anxious  to  find  out  the  quantity  of  fish  he  had  taken 
this  season,  but  he  had  not  kept  any  record  of  the  takes 
of  his  clients.  In  the  course  of  our  conversation  he 
assured  me  in  three  successive  weeks  he  had  landed 
over  7501h.  weight  of  barbel  out  of  one  swim,  his  best 
week  having  been  2831b  weight  of  barbel.  As  I am 
well  acquainted  with  most  of  his  customers  the  accuracy 
of  bis  returns  have  been  verified.  In  other  portions  cf 
the  Thames  the  present  season  has  been  distinguished 
by  some  marvellous  records  of  barbel  fishing,  and 
Staines  does  not  stand  alone  in  wonderful  captures 
of  those  fish.  And  not  only  in  barbel,  but  in 
bream  and  other  fish  the  river  in  its  returns  of 
sport  have  been  considerably  above  the  average. 
My  friend,  Mr.  E.  H.  Blarney,  of  the  Pack  Horse  Hotel, 
Staines,  gave  me  as  his  opinion  from  experience,  his 
angling  customers  had  been  well  satisfied  with  the 
character  of  the  fishing,  and  he  himself  had  made  some 
good  results.  I am  at  the  present  time  paying  my  cus- 
tomary visits  through  the  fishing  districts  of  Peter- 
borough, Stanford.  Grantham,  and  Sleaford,  for  the 
autumn  recess,  as  I have  many  friends  in  that  portion 
of  the  country,  who  always  give  me  a hearty  welcome, 
and  enjoy  an  angling  chat.  I shall  hope  to  hear  from 
my  numerous  Thames  correspondents  the  river  is  being 
benefited  by  some  good  rainfalls.  The  Conservators 
are  now  engaged  in  the  appointment  of  assistant  river 
keepers  with  authority  to  u^e  the  bait  or  casting  net, 
as  all  licensed  fishermen  will  not  have  the  same  power 
of  using  that  net,  or  of  abusing  it,  as  has  heen  the  case 
for  the  last  few  years,  in  offering  for  sale  the  Thames 
fish  as  bait  for  other  places  beyond  that  of  the  river 
from  whence  they  have  been  netted. — B. 

Upper  Thames. — The  long-hoped-for  rain  — alike 
welcome  to  piscatorialist  as  to  agriculturist — has  at  last 
fallen  in  sufficient  volume  to  do  good  all  round.  Angling 
has  quite  had  an  impetus  given  to  it  by  the  downpour, 
for  on  all  sides  I glean  that  within  the  last  few  days  ihe 
sport  has  been  fast  and  furious,  not  only  falling  to  ihe 
lot  of  the  patrician  punter,  but  a big  share  also  to  the 
gentlemen  with  the  blacking-boxes,  and  I for  one  rejoice 
to  hear  of  the  latter,  for  they  really  do  some  hard  work 
and  consequently  deserve  success.  Roach  are  getting 
sick  of  the  rotting  weed-,  and  now  go  for  sweet  paste  or 
gentles.  Perch  are  decidedly  the  coming  fish  on  the 
Thames,  for  not  only  are  they  biting  freely,  but  the 
“ quality  ” all  at  once  seem  dining,  for  I know  of  takes 
recently  of  161b.  and  141b.  ot  good  ones,  and  of  indivi- 
dual fish  of  11b.  7oz.,  lib.  6oz.,  and  Ijlb.  Weather 
splendid,  and  water  in  excellent  autumnal  trim. — 
Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Datchet). — There  is  no  improvement  in 
the  state  of  the  water.  A few  small  jack  have  been 
caught.  I hear  of  a very  big  one  just  below  here;  he 
was  seen  top  of  the  water  with  a large  chub  in  his  month 
.31b.  or  41b.  A gentleman  out  with  me  broke  a very 
large  jack  away  last  Saturday.  Dace  are  feeding  first 
class,  with  a chub  now  and  then  caught — a fine  one  41b. 
the  other  afternoon. — G.  Lumsden. 

Thames  (Hampton  Court).— W.  Milbourne  writes  : 
“ The  punts  at  Hampton  Court  are  taking  from  three  to 
four  dozen  of  roach  each  day.  There  has  been  a few 
jack  taken  by  private  boats. 

Thames  (Kingston).- John  Johnson,  in  the  week, 
thirty-seven  barbel,  six  chub,  eight  bream,  and  eight 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace;  N.  Boltin,  fifteen  jack,  five 
dozen  of  gudgeon,  eight  perch,  and  seven  dozen  of  roach 
and  dace,  the  largest  roach  IJlb.  ; J.  Wilkins,  twenty 
dozen  of  gudgeon,  three  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  four 
perch,  and  one  bream  ; J.  Knight,  in  two  days,  eighteen 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Lechlade,  Cricklade).  — The  river  about 
here  is  in  fairly  good  ply  tor  angling  since  the  rain 
came,  and  some  good  takes  of  jack,  roach,  and  chub  are 
reported.  The  chub  have  been  caught  with  the  Red 
Soldier  Palmer  fly  and  cheese  paste,  and  the  roach  with 
red  paste  and  gentles.  There  appears  to  be  any  quantity 
of  chub,  roach,  and  dace  in  this  neighbourhood,  but  I 
can  hear  of  but  few  Thames  trout  about,  and  no  takes 
of  them  worth  recording.  Cub  hunting  will  now  detract 
considerably  from  angling. — Rambler, 

Thames  iHichmond). — B.  Howard,  in  two  days, 
321b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; and  H.  Mansell,  during  the 
week,  an  average  of  121b.  of  roach,  dace,  and  barbel  each 
day. 

Thames  (Shepperton). — George  Rosewell,  one  day 
with  Mr.  Watson,  hve  barbel  and  three  chub  ; another 
day,  with  Mr.  K.  Smith,  seven  barbel  ; and  a third  day 
proved  a blank,  owing  to  the  wind  and  the  roughness  of 
the  water. 

Thames  (Staines).  — John  Keene,  jun.,  one  day 
with  Messrs.  Wihon,  two  mackerel,  fourteen  chub,  and 
three  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; and  in  two  other  days. 


with  Mr.  Back  and  friend,  twenty-six  barbel  and  eight 
chub. 

Thames  (Sunbury).— Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud, 
during  the  week,  ten  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and  a 
perch  of  2|lb.  ; and  E.  Clarke,  in  one  day,  three  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace 

Thames  (Teddington). — Mr.  Porter,  fishing  with 
W.  McBride  during  the  week,  thirty-eight  bream,  a jack 
of  71b.,  four  baibel,  and  ten  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; 
Joseph  Baldwin,  in  three  days,  eighteen  dozen  of  roach 
and  dace,  four  barbel,  and  one  jack. 

Thames  (Twickenham).— C.  Brown  in  four  days 
501b.  roach  and  dace  and  four  barbel ; S.  Cole  in  the 
week  .501b.  of  roach  and  dace  and  seven  bream  ; George 
Coxen  in  one  and  a half  days  121b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; 
John  Coxen  in  three  days  431b.  of  roach  and  dace  and 
three  barbel ; J.  Dunn,  in  three  days  2-51b.  of  roach  and 
dace ; J.  Frost  in  the  week  501b.  ot  roach  and  dace, 
three  bream,  and  a barbel  of  3.jlb.  ; Pert  Hammerton  in 
the  week  651b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; George  Lea,  261b.  of 
roach  and  dace;  John  Spong  one  day,  with  Mr.  Dix  and 
Mr.  Islop,  351b.  of  roach  and  dace,  and  in  other  days 
701b.  of  roach  and  dace  and  nine  bream. 

Thames  (Windsor). — Capital  showers  have  fallen 
here,  but  river  still  low  and  bright,  and  till  a good 
“ spate'’  comes  along  sport  will  be  poor.  A few  baskets 
of  roach  and  chuli  have  been  had,  but  none  worthy  of 
siiecial  notice.  Now  that  the  traffic  on  the  river  has 
comparatively  ceased,  angling  can  be  indulged  in  with- 
out tear  of  being  disturbed  seriously.  Chub  should  now 
be  taken  float  fishing,  either  with  cheese  or  pith  and 
brains. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Aucholme  District. — There  is  not  much  to  report 
this  week.  On  Monday  two  men  bad  one  stone  of  decent 
roach  ; and  on  Tuesday  another  angler  caught  120  roach 
and  six  bream,  the  bream  averaging  1 ^Ib.  each. — Thomas 
Ford. 

Aram  (Pulborougk.  and  Amberley).  —Jack  are 
now  on  the  move  in  this  river,  and  several  nice  condi- 
tioned fish  have  been  caught  this  week.  At  Amberley, 
Mr.  James,  of  London,  is  credited  with  three  jack  scaling 
about  121b.,  and  he  has  also  landed  a fine  eel  of  IJlb. 
Three  jack  have  also  been  landed  in  the  district  by  Mr. 
Horton.  In  regard  to  roaching,  several  nice  baskets  of 
fish  have  been  secured.  On  the  30th  inst.,  Mr.  Smith,  of 
the  Bermondsey  Brothers,  took  a roach  of  11b.  14|oz.  at 
Amberley.  The  river  wants  flushing  badly  on  the 
lower  reaches. — Goosequill. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Gloucestershire). — The  weeds 
have  been  cut  here  for  the  third  time  this  season,  and 
some  fine  trout  were  found  in  the  deep  pools.  The  fishing 
closed  on  Sept.  30,  but  the  Willow  flics  and  Autumn 
Duns  are  still  freely  sucked  in  by  the  trout.  The  most 
killing  small  flies  during  the  season  have  been  Ogden’s 
Fancy,  Olive  Duns,  Black  and  Brown  Alders,  Red  and 
Blue  Quill  Gnats,  Hare’s  Ear,  and  Spinners.  March 
Brown  is  not  a favourite  Coin  fly,  though  some  good 
fish  were  got  on  it  early  in  the  season.  We  had  a 
large  variety  of  angling  visitors  during  the  season,  but 
I am  afraid  the  majority  were  disappointed  in  their 
sport  the  same  as  in  other  places.  We  hope  to  have  a 
good  show  of  trout  next  season,  the  waters  just  above 
and  immediately  below  the  public  fishery  having  been 
recently  restocked,  which  must,  I cannot  but  think, 
eventually  greatly  improve  the  Coin  fishing.  Mr. 
Burton,  on  the  Leach  near  here,  finished  up  the  season 
with  a nice  brace  of  two-pounders.  You  will  not  hear 
much  more  from  me  now  until  next  spring,  the  king- 
fisher and  waterfowl,  and  an  occasional  circus,  being 
now  the  only  visitors  to  the  banks  of  the  Coin. — Pan. 

Coruisli  Streams. — Never  was  freshet  more  wel- 
come than  that  which  occurred  at  the  end  of  last  week. 
The  Camel  and  the  Fowey  rose  2ft.  or  3ft.  on  Friday, 
and  on  Saturday  were  in  capital  fishing  trim.  A visitor, 
trying  the  latter  river,  got  fourteen  peal  on  Saturday, 
and  nine  on  the  following  Monday.  Geo.  Coleman,  one 
of  the  best  rods  on  the  Fowey,  had  capital  sport  on  the 
Saturday,  but  he  was  unfortunate  enough  to  lose  eleven 
good  fish.  On  the  Camel  the  best  take  was  five  peal,  and 
there  were  several  others  of  three  and  four.  One  rod 
got  a flounder  of  Jib.,  w’hich  rose  and  took  an  arti- 
ficial ininiow.  No  salmon  have  been  taken  yet  with  rod 
and  line,  but  the  next  spring  tide  should  stock  both 
rivers. — Bodmin. 

Derwent  (Ambergate).— Gray  ling  have  risen  fairly 
well  at  mid-day  in  the  Derwent,  and  a few  have  been 
taken  during  the  week  by  the  local  hands.  There  were 
also  a few  nice  trout  taken  on  the  last  two  days  of  the 
season  with  the  live  minnow,  also  several  large  club  and 
a few  perch.  Prospects  for  grayling  fishing  with  the  fly 
are  fairly  good.  The  Amber  and  Whirling  Blue  Duns 
and  Smock  Fly,  dressed  very  small,  appear  to  kill  the 
most  fish  — Amber  DD^ . 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks). — We  have  had  rain 
during  the  past  week,  and  the  water  is  not  so  blight. 
Pro.spects  much  better,  and  a fishing  match  is  arranged 
for.  Hope  to  have  a record  of  some  good  sport  in  my 
next. — H. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Sport  good  amongst  the 
grayling,  both  on  the  private  club  lengths  and  on  the 
hotel  water.  The  Light  Bumble,  Dark  October  Dun, 
and  the  General  Black  have  done  the  best. — D.  and 
W.  H.  Foster. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).— Our 
trout  season  i nded  on  Sept.  28  with  a record  of  being 
the  worst  remembered  by  the  oldest  fisherman.  The 
heavy  rains  of  the  past  few  days  have  moved  the  water 
a little,  but  we  shall  want  a lot  more  before  the  salmon 
can  go  up  — H. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — Anglers  are  never  satisfied.  We 
have  now  too  much  water.  The  river  has  not  been  in 
order  since  the  showery  weather  began,  except  on 
Monday  last,  and  then  only  in  a few  favoured  places. 


On  that  day  Mr.  Graham  killed  a nice  new-run  fish  of 
18jlb.  in  the  Warwick  Hall  water  ; Robert  Bone  had 
one,  181b.,  at  Grinsdale,  and  Mr.  Baxter  landed  a small 
fish,  6Jlb.,  in  the  Association  water.  There  appears  to 
be  a tine  run  of  fish,  and  all  that  is  wanted  is  settled 
weather  till  the  livtr  gets  too  low  again,  and  then 
another  spate.  If  the  rain  keeps  off,  to-morrow  (Friday) 
and  Saturday  should  produce  good  sport.  Indeed,  we 
want  no  more  rain  for  a week  or  more. — Silver-Gret._ 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  weather  has  exhi- 
bited decidedly  wintry  symptoms  during  the  past  week, 
and  fishing  pursuits  have  been  rather  at  a discount. 
Many  of  our  pike  fishermen  are  now  busy  polishing  up 
their  harness,  and  “ Mr.  Esox  ” will  very  soon  be  roused 
from  his  summer  dreams.  Mr.  Graf  was  last  week 
credited  with  catching  a carp  whilst  fly  fishing.  It  is 
true  he  was  using  a fly-rod,  but  paste  was  the  lure. — 
Red  Palmer. 

Fen  Waters  (Sontb  Lincolnshire). — The  cooler 
and  more  showery  weather  is  favourably  affecting  the 
prospects  of  autumn  angling.  The  weeds  are  dying 
down  or  being  cleared  out  of  most  of  the  drains,  and 
there  is  a much  better  chance  of  having  a clear  course 
either  for  trolling  or  bottom  fishing.  During  the  past 
few  days  some  good  mixed  baskets  have  been  made  at 
the  favoured  resorts,  both  by  local  and  visiting  anglers. 
On  the  Glenn  Spalding  anglers  have  in  many  instances 
teen  very  successful  among  the  roach  and  perch.  About 
Billingborough  some  fairly  good  sport  has  been  experi- 
enced, and  pike  fishing  has  been  more  followed. — 


Limpet. 

Gipping  (Ipswich). — Have  had  some  nice  showers,  ! 
which  seemingly  have  only  made  water  brighter ; sport  ■ 
therefore  dull.  Two  nice  jack,  of  81b.  and  41b.,  have  been  l 
taken  by  Mr.  Hill,  and  two  of  61b.  each  by  Mr.  Curtis,  ] 
The  Ipswich  Working  Men’s  Angling  Society’s  twenty-  j 
third  annual  competition  took  place  in  Sproughton  Pond  I 
on  Saturday — roach  fishing — when  eighteen  competitors  j 
competed,  sixteen  of  whom  took  fish.  First  prize  was  i 
taken  by  J.  Silcock ; second,  Mr.  Sherwood  ; third,  Mr.  i 
Smith  ; fourth,  Mr.  Aldong ; special  prize  for  biggest  i 
fish  (13Joz.)  was  taken  by  Mr.  H.  Brooks.  Weeds  are  i 
still  dense,  but  the  Preservation  Society  has  cleared  | 
some  twenty-six  swims  in  thickest  spots  where  some 
grand  roach  swim.  One  weighing  16Joz.  was  taken  on  ( 
Monday  by  Mr.  Buttrum. — Piscator. 

Idle  (North  Notts). — The  river  is  in  far  better  trim 
than  it  was  for  general  angling,  the  weeds  being  well 
cleared  away.  The  rains  are  putting  more  water  into 
the  main  river,  and  the  colour  is  better.  The  upper 
waters  are  now  getting  some  patronage  from  the  gray- 
ling fishers.  The  captures  are  chiefly  made  by  worm 
fishing,  fly  fishing  being  out  of  the  question.  From  the 
lower  district  the  reports  are  not  very  encouraging. — L. 

Lea  CWare). — The  river  was  in  fair  order  for  the 
numerous  anglers  who  kindly  paid  us  a visit  last  Sunday, 
several  matches  were  fished,  and  there  were  some  good 
takes  of  roach  and  dace,  some  of  the  roach  scaling  IJlb. 
and  some  of  the  dace  measuring  llin.,  the  best  takes 
being  off  the  Boom.  Bloods  are  still  the  most  taking 
bait  here,  a good  supply  of  which,  as  well  as  all  kinds 
of  live  baits,  can  be  obtained  of  Blr.  J.  Baldock,  on  the 


Toll  Bridge  here.— The  Bull  Inn. 

Lea  and  Stort. — It  is  not  surprising  that  records 
of  sport  are  but  poor,  the  weather  has  been  of  a very 
unsettled  character,  at  times  bitterly  cold,  with  north 
and  north-east  winds,  which,  as  a rule,  are  so  much 
against  anglers  chances.  We  have  had  a few  good 
showers,  which  must  have  done  some  good  in  freshen- 
ing up  the  state  of  the  rivers.  It  seems  we  must  be 
thankful  for  small  mercies,  for  the  much  wanted  flood 
seems  as  far  off  as  ever.  The  water  this  (Thursday) 
morning  has  a very  fishy  look,  and  with  anything  like 
ordinary  weather  tisheimen  may  look  to  chanees  of 
good  sport  on  the  8th.  At  Tottenham  I heard  of  a few 
decent  takes  of  roach,  an  odd  bream  or  two,  and  a few 
small  jack;  the  other  lower  portions  of  the  old  river 
have  been  too  much  disturbed  lately  to  afford  any 
sport.  In  a few  cases  some  good  catches  of  roach  and 
bream  have  been  made  in  the  Cheshunt  neighbourhood. 
From  the  upper  waters  there  is  nothing  special  to 
report. — Spliced  Joint. 

Leicester. — The  rains  have  had  a slightly  beneficial 
effect  on  the  waters,  and,  although  no  rise  has  taken 
place,  the  colour  is  much  better  for  fishing.  For  several 
days  the  altered  condition  of  the  river  rendered  roach 
fishing  very  profitable,  and  during  the  week  several 
good  baskets  have  been  landed  from  the  town  waters. 
The  canal  afforded  highly  satisfactory  sport  to  the 
limited  number  of  anglers  who  were  out,  but,  owing  to 
the  lack  of  water,  no  good  pike  fishing  was  possible, 
anglers,  therefore,  have  been  most  persistent  in  their 
efforts  with  the  roach.  A few  of  the  takes  were: 
Messrs.  Smith,  131b.  ; Prime,  111b. ; and  Shelton,  71b. 
H bbs,  Bryant,  and  Horton  took  mixed  baskets  of  roach, 
chub,  and  dace,  Mr.  Horton  obtaining  several  nice  speci- 
men fish  with  the  fly.  Although  this  is  the  period  for 
pike  fishing,  only  few  fish  have  as  yet  been  captured. 
Mr.  Long  one  day  secured  a brace  and  a half,  and  other 
anglers  have  taken  a fish  or  two.  At  Aylestone  anglers 
have  turned  their  attention  to  chub  and  roach,  and  in 
the  backwaters  good  chub  w’ere  caught,  bottom  fishing 
with  the  worm  affording  the  best  sport.  Very  little  has 
been  done  at  the  resorts  in  the  distiict,  anglers  not  car- 
ing to  make  fruitless  journeys,  knowing  that  the  waters 
were  not  in  any  condition  for  successful  angling. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  streams 
continue  to  run  in  good  order  for  grayling  fishing,  the 
rivers  are  low,  but  the  late  rain  has  improved  them. 
The  grayling  are  feeding  better,  but  angling  has  been 
quiet.  A few  rods  have  been  out,  some  for  grayling  and 
some  for  pike,  but  sport  has  been  limited.  The  Pinsley 
is  low  and  clear. — Gwtnne. 
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tugg-.  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland). - 

AlthouBh  showprs  have  fallen  each  day  since  last  report, 
there  is  still  no  alteration  in  the  state  of  rivers,  winch 
are  extremely  low  and  clear.  More  rods  out,  and  on 
the  whole  fair  sport  has  been  obtained.  Most  kiHiner 
flies-Au(rust  Dun,  Mid  Blue,  Silver  Dun,  Fem^alo 
Willow,  Bed  Tasr,  Green  Insect,  and  Wickham.  Pro- 
spects ’for  coming-  week  are  encouraging.  — B.  T. 

WiLWAMS.  , , , ^ • 11 

Medway  (Tonbridge).— Present  state  of  river,  well 
coloured  with  the  late  rains,  which  have  made  a great 
improvement  in  the  height  rf  the  -water.  Unless  we 
have  some  more  heavy  storms,  the  river  will  be  about 
perfection  for  angling  by  the  time  this  notice  is  printed. 
Some  good  takes  of  roach  have  been  had,  but  the  take.s 
have  been  few  and  far  between.  Baits  most  successful 
have  been  paste  and  brandlings.  A few  small  ]ack 
taken  with  snap  tackle.  Jack  and  perch  ought  to  be 
on  after  the  late  rains.  Lower  waters  much  interfered 
with  by  repairs  of  lock-gates. — E.  E.  W. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— The  water  is  in  fair  condi- 
tion for  pike  after  the  rains,  and  good  sport  ought  to 
be  had,  especially  in  deep  water  free  from  weeds.  Some 
locals  have  had  fair  sport  during  the  last  few  a-uo 

continnal  showers  will  keep  the  water  good.— H.  Eout. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— Eain  fell  on  Monday  night, 
but  has  not  improved  the  colour  of  the  water.  There  is 
every  appearance  of  more.  The  land,  however,  is  so  dry 
that  a considerable  quantity  will  be  required  to  do  much 
good  • in  fact,  a flood  .iust  now  would  be  a great  boon  to 
Mgle’rs.  The  weeds  are  as  green  as  ever.  All  fish  are 
dead  oiI,excepta  few  roach,  which  feed  best  in  the  early 
evening.  Several  bream  fishermen  have  been  spending 
the  night  by  the  river,  but  a bad  cold  seems  to  be  all 
they  can  catch  The  members  of  the  Huntingdon 
Angling  Association  put  in  a nice  supply  of  tench  and 
carp  the  other  day.  and  it  is  intended  to  repeat  this 
praiseworthy  operation  in  a few  days.— C.  A.  B. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — Eiver  much  improved  by  the 
recent  rains.  Some  decent  chub  have  been  taken,  but 
they  are  shy,  as  the  water  is  still  too  bright  to  expect 
much,  but  no  doubt  now  as  it  thickens  the  general 

prosp’eetwillbebetter.— E.  ScARD. 

Severn  (Shre-w-sbury).— The  river  is  in  excellent 
condition,  and  anglers  will  do  well  to  indulge  in  pike 
fishing  now  that  the  water  favours  spinning  and  live 
bait  angling.  At  Shelton,  Cherry  Orchard,  Monkmoor, 
Uffington,  Aymestrey,  and  many  other  localities,  numer- 
ous heavy  pike  may  be  found,  and  as  these  fish  are  now 
in  the  pink  of  condition,  they  afford  excellent  sport. 
Perch  fishing  with  the  red  worm  at  Berwick,  Monkmoor, 
and  between  Aymestrey  and  Atcham,  will  yield  good 
results.  Grayling  are  rising  fairly,  but  the  watw  has 
been  somewhat  too  thick  for  successful  angling.  Trout 
fishing  closed  on  the  30th  ult.  Piscator. 

Severn,  Vyrn-w-y,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
neeb.— The  latter  part  of  last  week  was  most  unfavour- 
able for  angling,  as  frequent  showers  of  rain,  -with  occa- 
sional hailstorms  and  gusty  winds  made  fly-fishing  impos- 
sible, and  the  unsettled  weather  still  continues.  Some 
enthusiasts  have  contrived  to  enjoy  good  sport  bottom 
fishing  in  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  by  seeking  out  those 
sheltered  nooks  and  corners  well  known  to  the  anglers 
accustomed  +o  fish  in  these  rivers.— Vtrn-wt. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). —The  river  is  still  very 
bright  and  likely  to  continue  so,  as  it  would  take  a 
week’s  rain  to  colour  it  to  be  of  any  use  for  angling  pur- 
poses. Fish  are  feeding  a trifle  better  in  the  early 
morning  or  evening,  but  in  mid-day  it  is  useless  fishing, 
as  anyone  can  count  the  stones  on  the  bottom  in 
ten  feet  of  water.  A few  roach,  perch,  and  dace  have 
been  taken  during  the  week,  but  nothing  worthy  of  the 
name  of  a natch  —W.  Bainbridge. 

Stour  (Sudbury,  Suffolk).— Eiver  bright  and  clear. 
Fish  dead  ofi' the  feed. — J.  W. 

Sussex  Rivers. — A variety  of  weather  has  been  ex- 
perienced in  the  south  during  the  week.  White  frosts 
have  been  succeeded  by  heavy  thunderstorms,  gales,  and 
heavy  rains.  Eivers,  generally  speaking,  are  in  ^od 
condition,  but  in  a few  districts  much  clouded.  Fish 
W6re  feediDg  well  at  Chicliester  Canal ; up  to  the  end  of 
the  week  as  many  as  twenty  pike  were  taken,  Mr.  Wright 
securing  four  4lb.  fish  in  an  afternoon.  The  bream 
fishermen  had  also  good  sport,  several  fish  weighing 
upwards  of  21b.  The  canal,  owing  to  a leak  in  the  lock 
gate  at  Birdham,  is  vi^ry  low,  and,  unless  the  matter  is 
soon  seen  to  we  shall  lose  all  the  water  and  the  fish. 
Several  pike  are  reported  from  the  Ouse  above  Barcombe 
Mills  and  from  near  Fletching  three  fish  taken  in  an 
afternoon  weighed  TJlb..  6Jlb.,  and  41b.  respectively. 
Some  fair  baskets  of  roach  have  been  made.  Light  ledger- 
ing with  worm  has  been  successful  among  the  roach  in 
the  reach  below  Lewes.  A few  good  pike  have  been  taken 
from  the  Eother,  where  paternostering  with  gudgeon  has 
secured  pike  and  a few  good  perch.  Dace  and  roach 
have  not  been  feeding  freely.  A fine  dace  of  14oz.  was 
taken  on  Friday  from  the  Aden,  and  several  good  roach 
and  flat-fish,  with  red  worm  as  bait. — George  F. 

(Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— We  have  had 
heavy  showers,  accompanied  by  hail  and  sleet,  with 
white  frosts  at  night.  The  river  continues  in  good  con- 
dition, but  no  salmon  have  yet  been  seen  in  the  upper 
waters. — H.  , . . 

Teme  (Knighton).— In  this  part  the  river  is  running 
low  and  clear.  Eain  has  been  had  and  the  river  has 
been  refreshed.  Fishing  is  at  a standstill  in  this  part  at 
present.- K.  Knighton. 

Teme  (Ludlo-w). — In  this  district  the  Teme  has 
been  improved  by  the  late  falls  of  rain.  The  cold  nights 
have  been  better  for  grayling  fishing.  Fishing  has 
been  tried  with  a fair  amount  of  success.  Trout  fishing 
is  now  ended,  and  it  must  be  said  that,  owing  to  the 


long  drought,  it  has  been  a failure.  There  is  every 
prospect  of  a good  grayling  season,  the  fish  being  large 
and  in  fine  condition.  Some  goo  I fish  have  been  landed 
below  Now  Bridge.  Along  the  Folley  the  fish  have  been 
rising  well  at  the  fly,  and  some  good  sport  has  been  had. 

In  the  Castle  Pound,  with  the  grasshopper,  a fo-v  good 
fish  were  taken  on  Monday.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  low  and  clear  ; little  fishing  done 
in  them  of  late.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  is  low  and  clear,  but 
has  been  improved  by  the  late  rain.  A few  rods  have 
been  out  with  the  fly,  and  some  good  grayling  landed. 
Trout  are  now  out  of  season.  The  Eea,  Kyre,  and  Led- 
wyche are  all  low  and  clear.  IVorcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington).— Eiver  in  very  big  flood, 
and  we  are  having  heavy  showers.  This  will  bring  up 
quantities  of  salmon  and  peal  and  there  will  be  no  lack 
of  fish  for  the  rod  men  this  season.  We  may  all 
expect  good  sport  when  the  river  gets  in  order.  On 
Monday  last  the  river  was  rather  grey,  and  very 
wet  weather.  Yet  many  peal  were  caught,  and  one 
salmon,  201b.  One  gentleman  took  five  peal,  largest 
2ilb.— Practical  Angler. 

Trent  (Ne-wark).— Barbel  are  still  taking  worms  m 
some  of  the  swims  in  the  Newark  district,  Mr.  Councillor 
Chatterton,  on  Monday,  securing  nine  good  fish  from  the 
Holme  length,  heaviest  nearly  41b. ; Mr.  David  Sater, 
from  the  same  water,  bagging  three  barbel  in  addition 
to  several  chub  and  dace.  Eoach  and  dace  are  taking 
gentles  both  above  and  below  the  town,  but  no  lure  suc- 
ceeds with  the  bream,  and  worms  alone  tempt  the  chub, 
the  late  flush  throwing  the  water  out  of  condition  for  any 
other  bait.  The  Trent  at  present  is  in  fine  order  for  all- 
round angling,  and  barbel  fishermen  more  especially  are 
hoping  for  a continuance  of  the  open  weather.  Baits 
are  above-mentioned. — Trentsider. 

Wimbledon  Lake  (Wimbledon).- The  pike  are 
fairlv  on  the  feed  now.  Saturday  last,  B.  Arnold,  who 
caught  the  lljlb.  fish,  creeled  three  fish,  Gib.,  4Hb.,  and 
31b.  On  the  1st  inst.  there  were  five  pike  taken, 
averaged  51b.  each,  by  strangers.  On  Monday  a 
Wimbledon  gentleman  creeled  a brace  of  51b.  fish, 
and  B.  Arnold,  two  fish  of  61b.  and  a 3jlb.  On 
Tuesday  B.  Arnold  three  fine  fish,  81b.,  51b.,  and  31b. 
Also  two  gentlemen  caught  several  good  roach  and 
bream.  On  Wednesday  Arnold  caught  two  fish,  one  of 
41b.  and  the  other  31b.,  and  lost  a fish,  which  broke  him 
up  supposed  to  have  gone  about  201b. — A.  Newham. 

Windrush.  —Trout  fishing  closed  on  this  stream  on 
Sept  29,  but  poor  accounts  are  to  hand  of  much  sport 
since  the  Mayfly.  Towards  the  source  of  the  river  a 
nice  few  fine  grayling  were  caught  with  small  flies  and 
a green  and  gold  Aurelia.  The  Evenlode,  a neighbour- 
ing stream,  is  reported  of  as  in  a bad  state  this  season 
for  fronting.  On  the  Dickler,  a tributary  of  the  Wind- 
rush  some  big  fish  were  killed.— Eambler. 

Witbam,  &c.  (Mid-Lincoln).— Visitors  are  falling 
off  considerably  now  at  the  leading  resorts,  but  sport  is 
on  the  improve.  More  fish  are  again  being  taken,  and 
roach  are  stated  to  be  more  easy  to  take  than  ever. 
They  are  now  offering  splendid  sport  in  the  waters 
about  Boston.  Bags  of  121b.  or  141b.  of  roach  and  perch 
are  easily  made  in  a single  day.  One  angler  secured 
281b  mostly  roach,  with  creed  wheat  one  day,  and  on 
another  he  got  over  201b.  Two  local  gentlemen  were 
out  on  one  of  the  drains  last  week,  and  in  a few  hours 
got  fully  four  stone  of  fish,  and  two  others  report  the 
result  of  four  days’  fishing  as  2001b.  between  them. 
Anglers  are  now  commencing  to  give  the  pike  a turn 

^ Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).  — Although 
some  heavy  storms  of  rain  have  fallen  since  the  pd  of 
last  week  both  rivers  have  been  running  low  and  in  fair 
conlition  for  fly-fishing,  but  the  fish  have  risen  very 
badly.  Bottom  fishermen  have  killed  some  good  baskets 
with  the  worm  and  maggot.  The  best  sport  has  been 
obtained  on  the  Chatsworth  water,  where  members  only 
are  allowed  to  fish  with  anything  but  the  fly.  On  the 
Darly  Dale  water  also  some  have  had  good  takes.  Dr. 
Wright,  a member,  getting  six  and  a half  and  seven 
brace,  chif^fly  grayling,  in  two  days.  Saturday  was  the 
last  day  of  trout  fishing  when  although  the  lower  reaches 
of  the  Derwent  were  very  thick.  I had  an  hour  on  the 
Matlock  water,  and  succeeded  in  taking  a couple  of 
brace  of  good  trout.  We  are  now  having  froity  nights 
and  bright  days,  and  there  is  every  promise  at  last  ot 
getting  some  sport  amongst  the  grayling.  Dotterel. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton.- We  have  had  a succession  of  gales  from 
the  west  and  rough  seas  during  the  past  fortnight,  so 
that  boat  anglers  have  done  but  little.  A nice  bass 
hooked  off  the  Kemp  Town  groyne  a few  days  ago.— H. 

Deal. — Mr.  Hodgkinson,  of  the  B.S  A.S.,  and  two 
gentlemen  friends  went  out  on  Sept.  24,  and  caught  thirty- 
five  codling,  and,  on  Sept.  25,  two  score  and  a half  cod- 
ling, a few  dabs  and  whiting.  On  Sept.  26  Mr.  Ball, 
with  his  wife  and  son,  took  192  whiting  and  a few  flat 
fish.  On  Sept.  27  boats  averaged  from  one  to  two 
score  codling ; others,  from  whiting  grounds,  from  two 
to  six  score  per  boat.  Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday 
were  very  rough,  and  only  a few  fish  were  caught. 
Mr  Parkhurst,  Mr.  Ehodes,  and  Mr.  Minchin,  all 
of  the  B.S.A.S.,  were  out  on  Oct.  1,  and  caught 
about  ten  codling  and  a few  other  fish.  On  Oct.  2 
Mr.  Minchin  went  on  the  pier,  but  sport  was  veryr 
quiet ; boats  brought  in  from  two  to  four  score  of 
whiting,  besides  other  fish.  Mr.  George  Grist,  of  the 
House  of  Commons  Press  Gallery,  had  excellent  sport 
on  Monday,  under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  H.  Eobeits,  in 
the  Mayflower.  Eighty-six  cod  and  whiting,  _ mosUy 
whiting,  were  taken  in  the  course  of  the  morning,  the 


majority  within  an  hour.  On  the  ))rcvious^  day, 
Koiierts,  while  fishing  with  Mr.  Grist,  landed  a prize  in 
the  shape  of  a very  handsome  “ conger  ” crab.  Weather 
is  still  inclined  to  be  unsettled. — Edwd.  Hanger. 

Plymouth.— Bass  and  pollock  are  very  plentiful  here 
now,  both  at  the  Promenade  Pier  and  Mount  Batten.  At 
the  former  place  the  steamers  do  not  call  so  frequently 
now  the  excursion  season  is  getting  over.  VVo  shall 
expect  some  good  sport  from  this  jilace  during  the  next 

few  weeks.  It  is  curious  sometimes  what  fancies  a fish 
will  take  as  regards  bait;  sometimes  they  will  not  look 

at  the  bait  unless  it  is  fresh,  and  at  other  times  it 
be  stinking  and  they  will  go  for  it  all  the  " 

customer  of  mine  came  in  on  Wednesday  and  said  he  haa 
some  nice  bass  the  previous  day.  The  bait  he  used  was  a 
smoked  bloater  as  he  could  not  get  any  other  bipt, 
perhaps  if  ho  had  used  fresh  bait  he  might  not  have  had  a 
fish.  The  light  keeper’s  boy  at  Mount  Batten  had  a 
bass,  151b.,  last  week,  and  his  was  caught  on  a throw 
line  with  some  stale  pilchard  which  had  been  laying  on 
the  pier  for  four  days.  This  makes  one  almost  believe 
that  we  are  too  particular  about  our  baits  for  bass.  • 
William  Hbardeb.  . 

Scarborough. — The  bay  fishing  continues  excellent. 
Mr.  Clark  and  friend  were  out  last  Saturday  for  a few 
hours  and  caught  about  nine  score  of  good  whiting  and 
haddock.  Mackerel  are  now  very  scarce.  The  rock 
fishing  is  very  promising,  and  a number  of  good  sized 
cod  have  alroad.y  been  caught.  Two  rods  had  about 
2011).  in  weight  off  the  rocks  at  the  foot  of  the  Castle  a 
few  days  ago,  after  two  or  three  hours’  fishing. 
flat  fish  are  to  be  caught  off  the  outer  pier  by  the 
hundred. — H. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk.— This  river  is  now  in  splendid  fishing 
condition  and  well  stocked  with  salmon.  Bait  fishmg 
closed  on  Saturday  last,  and  anglers  must  use  nothing 
but  the  fly  until  the  end  of  the  season,  Oct.  31.  in  tbe 
Langholm  water,  Mr.  J.  Murray  killed  twelve  sea-trout, 
nine  whiting,  and  a large  number  of  yellow  trout.  Mr. 
Thos.  Martin  had  also  a full  creel.  Mr.  Jas.  ChurM, 
Parkhonse,  had  nineteen  sea-trout  in  one  day.  On 
Friday  Mr.  Church  caught  a salmon  91b.,  one  b^lb.,  and 
one  171b.  On  Monday  Mr.  Park  landed  a salmon  ot 
201b.  from  the  Willow  Pool ; Mr.  Kidd  had  one  ot  bib. 
in  the  same  water;  Mr.  Little,  Carlsgill,  had  a mne 
salmon  in  the  Longpool ; Mr.  W.  Eiddle  landed  a fine 
fish  from  Jock’s  Pool  ; Mr.  W.  Scott,  Langholm  took 
one  from  the  Cauldron  Pool;  Mr,  T.  Jumes.^  had  a 
splendid  fish  from  the  Willow  Pool;  Mr  Doughty, 
Byreburnfoot,  had  also  a nice  salmon,  and  Mr.  bam 
Me  Kerne  was  equally  successful  in  the  Canonbie  wi^er  ; 
Mr  Geo.  Colville,  Woodslie,  had  a salmon  of  Ibjlb.  in 
the  same  water.  In  the  Netherby  reserved  water,  bir 
Eichard  Graham,  Bart.,  landed  two  salmon,  and 
Ivor  Graham  had  a small  salmon  weighing  81b.  ; Mr  K. 
Calont  killed  a salmon  of  12 Jib.  Near  the  Metal  Bridge, 
Mr.  D.  Mason,  Eockliffe,  landed  a salmon  of  lOIb.  ; Mr. 
Lamb,  Longtown,  one  of  201b. ; and  Dr.  McLachlan, 
one  of  81b.  at  the  Boxes.  Prospects  for  the  end  ot  the 
season  are  brighter.— Gilnoceie.  „ „ , t,,  , , 

Bunrannoch.  Hotel  (Rannoch,  N B.).  The  tol- 
lowing  sport  has  been  obtained  by  anglers  st  iying  at 
Bunrannoch  Hotel  on  Loch  Eannoch  :-- Wednesday, 
Sept.  27,  Mr.  J.  B.  Kyd,  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  D Orvi  le 
Dawson,  London,  ten  fine  trout;  Thursday,  »0Pt- 
the  same  gentlemen,  twelve  trout,  and  on  hriday. 
Sept.  29,  sixteen  trout ; Monday,  Oct.  2,  Mr.  Dawson 
and  Mr.  D'Orville  Dawson.  London,  thirteen  trout. 

Dee  Don  (Aberdeenshire).— Splendid  sport  is 
now  b’eing  had  on  all  the  reaches  of  the  Dee,  from 
Aboyne  seawards.  Fish  are  plentiful,  of  ^cellent 
quality,  and  generally  heavy  weights.  On  the  Braemar 
waters  Col.  Parker  Jervis,  of  Kindrochet  Lodge,  made  a 
grand  score  on  the  Invercauld  water  on  the 
having  landed  no  fewer  than  twelve  fish,  totalling  llJlb. 
Of  these  the  heaviest  scaled  211b  , the  others  ranging 
from  101b.  to  131b  On  tbe  Huntly  Arms  Hotel  water, 
Aboyne,  Mr.  Allanlanded  three  on  Friday,  of  111b  ,201b., 
and  221b.,  while  General  Wilken  had  one  of  71b.  and  one 
of  381b.  on  Saturday.  Col.  Clark  and  Mr.  Campbell 
Winnan  have  also  had  good  sport  on  the  Huntly  Lodge 
water.  On  the  Aboyne  Castle  water  Col.  Biles  landed 
two  on  Wednesdav,  of  191b.  and  201b.,  and  Lady  Gore 
one  of  211b.  On  the  Dess  waters  Admiral  Fane  and 
Capt.  Farquhar,  E.N.,had  good  sport,  ’while  Mr.  Walter 
Davidson  creeled  three,  of  17lb.,  191b.,  and  21lb.,  one  of 
71b.,  and  one  of  22lb..  on  the  Lower  Dess  On  the 
Norton  water  Mr.  Win.  Limond  creeled  b^®  ° 

20ilb.,  one  of  161b.,  and  two,  of  181b  and  281b., 
while  Col.  Allandyce  landed  two,  of  IS^lb.  and  131b  , 
and  Mr.  Deitz  two,  of  71b.  and  161b. 

Ballogie,  Mr.  Nicol  landed  one  of  201b  , and  Mr. Williams 
one  of  201b.  on  the  Sliiie  water.  On  the  Borrow- 
stone  section,  Mr.  Mitford  creeled  four,  of  2olb.,  lOlb., 
101b.,  and  151b.,  and  one  of  201b.,  while  Mr.  Whitley  had 
one  of  151b.  On  the  Woodend  water,  Mr.  Win.  F^nell 
Watson  grassed  two,  of  91b.  and  iviu  ’ 

three,  of  71b.,  IGlb.,  and  171b.,  eight,  of  ilb.^  161b.,  17  b., 
191b  191b  201b.,  211b.,  and  231b.,  two,  of  ilb.  and  71b,, 
two,  ’of  181b.  and  261b.,  and  three,  of  71b.,  71b,,  and  201b. , 
while  Mr  J T.  Hay,  on  the  Blackball  Castle  water,  had 
four,  from  91b.  to 251b.,  three,  from  161b.  to  181b.,  five, 
rani'ing  from  201b.  to  2.51b.,  four,  sealing  from  161b.  to 
201b,  two,  of  191b.  and  251b.  On  the  Cairnton  water, 
Mr.  T.  ’Turner  Farley  landed  from  three  to  seven  fish 
daily.  On  the  Commonty,  Mr.  Schewann  had  two.  On 
the  Park  waters,  Mr,  Geo.  Davidson  had  several  daily. 
On  the  Heathcot  section,  Mr.  C.  A.  Garnett  landed 
a grilse  of  5.Hb.,  and  Mr.  Eobert  Eoxburgli,  a siilendid 
fish  of  18Jlb.,  while  the  keeper,  Gordon,  had  one  of 
231b.  Sea-tront  plentiful  and  taking  well  on  lower 
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reaches  ; frood  baskets  on  Heathcot.  The  Don  is  now 
fishing  well.  The  Ythan  tidal  is  doing  splendidly. — 
Deesider. 

Deveron  f(BaniFshire). — The  river  has  been  in  fair 
volume  of  water  during  the  past  week.  Fish  are  reported 
to  be  numerous  on  the  pools,  but  rather  shy  to  take 
the  fly.  On  the  Porgleu  section,  Capt.  Greville  had 
over  half-a-dozen  fish  ; Captain  Coote,  five  fish  ; Sir 
Robert  Abercromby,  a few  ; Sir  Henry  M.  Thomson,  five 
fish,  Mr  Cobbold,  one  ; Captain  Golburn,  two ; Mr. 
James,  one;  and  Mr.  Leigh,  M.P.,  one.  On  the  Carnoustie 
section,  Mr.  T.  Eyton  had  one,  and  the  keeper  four.  On 
the  Netherdale section.  Captain  K.  Maitland  had  seven; 
Mr  H.  N.  Coldwell,  two;  Mr.  H.  E.  Spalding,  two; 
Captain  H.  E.  Cohnn,  one.  On  the  Corriehaugh  and 
Marnock  water  a number  of  fish  were  killed,  the  heaviest 
scaling  171b.  to  241b.  On  the  Edniglassie  water,  Mr. 
Smith  had  four  fish.  On  the  Blairmore  section,  Mr. 
Gould  had  a like  number,  and  Rev.  D.  M.  Ross,  one. 
Very  few  trout  were  got. — H.  W. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale). — This  season’s  salmon 
angling  here  closed  on  Saturday.  During  the  last  five 
weeks  spate  succeeded  spate,  and  angling  was  almost 
out  of  the  question.  Not  fora  series  of  years  has  the 
summer  angling  on  this  water  proved  such  a dead  failure 
as  it  has  done  this  year.  Just  as  the  spring  angling 
closed,  the  drought  set  in.  On  the  coast  salmon  were 
numerous,  and  the  netsmen  were  not  slow  to  take  the 
chance  of  capturing  them.  Although  rain  came  too 
late  to  benefit  angrlers  there  is  now  a grand  lot  of  breed- 
ing fish  in  the  river,  and  the  spawning  season  bids  fair 
to  be  equal  to  any  of  its  predecessors. — S.  C. 

Lochinver  and  Culag'  Hotels’  Waters  (Locli- 
inver,  N.B.).  — The  record  of  sport  since  last 
report  is  as  follows,  namely  : On  Sept.  25,  Mr.  Hind, 
fishing  Loch  Fioun,  caught  twelve  trout,  weighing  Gib. 
On  the  Upper  Kirkaig,  Mr.  Spurling  landed  a salmon  of 
7Jlb. ; and  on  Black  Loch,  Mr.  Goodall  killed  eighteen 
trout,  weighing  71b.  26th,  Mr.  J.  Kirkbride  caught  a 
grilse  of  41b.  on  the  Kirkaig ; Messrs.  Roxburgh  got 
thirty-two  trout,  weighing  lllh.,  on  Loch  Fioun  ; and 
Dr.  Fenton,  on  the  same  loch,  sixteen  trout,  71b.  27th, 
Messrs.  A.  Spurling  and  Goodall  made  a very  good 
basket  on  Loch  Fioun — fifty  trout,  weighing  211b.  ; Dr. 
Fenton,  fishing  Loch  Beannoch,  got  fifleen  trout,  51b. 
28th,  on  the  Kirkaig,  Mr.  Hind  had  a grilse,  of  51b.,  and 
Dr.  Fenton,  another,  of  51b.  Oct.  2,  Mr.  J.  Kirkbride 
caught  two  salmon,  weighing  6|lb.  and  7Jlb.,  on  the 
Kirkaig. — J.  K. 

IiOchmaddy  (Nortli  Uist;. — A very  heavy  rainfall 
has  again  interfered  with  the  fishing.  Lochs  are  all 
most  exceptionally  high,  and  water  very  dirty.  Best 
baskets  from  Lochmaddy  Hotel  during  week  were,  on 
27th,  Colonel  Echalar,  on  Horisary,  two  sea-trout, 
41b.  ; 28th,  on  Vallay  Strand,  two  sea  trout,  3Jlb.  Mr. 
R.  M.  Meyer,  on  29th,  on  Vallay  Strand  and  Aravi- 
chruari,  five  sea-trout,  5Jlb.,  and  on  30th,  on  Horisary, 
one  sea.-trout,  2Jlb.  Mr.  R.  A.  Robertson,  on  Loch 
Skealtair,  on  28th,  three  sea-trout,  4^1b.  ; on  29th,  on 
Strumore,  eight  sea-trout  and  eight  brown  trout,  12|lb.  ; 
30th,  on  Vallay  Strand,  two  sea-trout,  3|lb.,  and  on 
Oct.  2,  on  Strumore,  three  sea-trout  and  three  brown 
trout,  S.jib. — John  M,  Fraser. 

Haver  (Bettyhill,  Thurso,  N.B.).— Excellent  sport 
in  salmon  angling  during  the  past  week  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stibbard,  who  between  them  landed  seven  salmon.  Mr. 
Percy  H.  Wormald  had  two  salmon.  Mr.  Burnell,  in 
two  days,  grassed  five  salmon. — McB. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— On  Sept.  26,  Col.  Beesley, 
Sutherland  Arms  Hotel.  Inveran,  fished  the  lower  beats 
and  landed  a grilse  of  61b.  On  Sept.  29  Col.  Hall 
grassed  a clean-run  beauty  of  271b.  On  the  30th  (the 
last  day  of  the  season),  another  nice  salmon  was 
caught  by  Col.  Hall. — McB. 

Spey. — The  Hon.  G.  Hastings  killed  a salmon  of 
21Jlb. ; and  Mr.  E.  Harrington  one  of  111b.,  and  a grilse 
of  41b. ; and  on  Wednesday  Mr.  James  Watt,  fisherman, 
a salmon  of  181b. ; Mr.  Jeffries  killed  a salmon  weighing 
181b.  ; Mr.  Gunnery,  one  of  161b.  ; and  Mr.  Hoare,  a 
grilse  of  41b.  Mr.  A.  F.  F.  Smith  killed  a salmon  of 
201b.  ; and  Mr.  Gunnery  a grilse  of  451b.  ; and  Sir 
Archibald  Smith  a salmon  of  171b.  Mr.  J.  Mackenzie 
landed  a salmon  of  171b  ; and  Mr.  Forsyth  one  of  201b. 
and  one  of  IG^lb.  Mr.  Leslie  Findlay  had  a grilse, 
besides  a few  finnock  and  sea-tront.  Mr.  Duff  killed  a 
fish  of  61b.  ; Mr.  Llewellyn,  one  of  161b. ; Mr.  Begg 
grassed  a salmon  of  171b.,  and  Major  Grant  a grilse  of 
61b.  Lord  Garioch  landed  a salmon  of  161b.,  Mr.  Wili  am 
Stewart  Menzks  one  of  151b.  and  one  of  201b.,  Mr.  John 
Shiach,  gamekeeper,  two,  of  201b.  and  161b.,  and  Mr. 
Menzies  a grilse  of  41b.,  and  Mr.  Philip  Dyce  and  Mr. 
Philip  Kemnay  three,  of  181b.,  71b  , 41b.;  Mr.  John 
Shiach  two,  of  181b.  and  141b.  ; Mrs.  Stewart  Menzies 
one  of  291b.,  the  latter  a beauty,  newly  run,  and  died 
game.  Since  the  heavy  rains  the  Fiddich  has  been  in 
good  form  for  fishing,  and  some  very  good  baskets  of 
sea-trout  have  been  got.  Like  its  parent  water  (the 
Spey),  grilse  are  scarce,  only  a few  small  ones  having 
been  met  with.  Mr.  Slorach,  Duffbarton,  had  erne  of 
31b.,  Mr.  Ingram  one  of  41b.,  and  Mr.  Cruickshank  one 
of  2Jlb. ; and  Mr.  McHattie  a sea- trout  of  IJlb.  In  little 
over  an  hour  Mr.  Cruickshank  killed  five  sea-tront,  of 
141b.  each.  Only  an  odd  salmon  is  to  be  met  with. — 
J.  M. 

South,  of  Scotland. — Floods  have  occurred  in  all  the 
rivers  since  last  week  end.  Many  fine  salmon  have 
fallen  to  the  rods  on  the  upper  waters.  No  decided  run 
of  salmon  from  the  Solway  has  taken  place  up  till  Wed- 
nesday of  this  week.  It  may,  however,  be  remarked 
that  a fair  number  of  autumn  fish  have  been  heading  up 
the  rivers  this  week.  There  is  no  mistake  but  that  the 
quantity  of  salmon  now  in  the  rivers  is  not  one-tenth 
part  of  what  was  in  the  waters  at  the  corresponding  date 


last  season.  There  were  additional  heavy  floods  on 
Wednesday  morning,  and  if  the  weather  settles 
between  now  and  the  end  of  the  week  some  good 
sport  is  likely  to  be  had  on  all  the  district  rivers.  Bait 
fishing  closed  for  the  season  on  the  Esk  last  Saturday. 
The  weather  is  unsettled  looking  and  the  air  much 
colder. — Annan.— On  Monday  this  river  was  in  fine 
order  for  salmon  fly-fishing,  and  several  good  salmon 
were  killed.  Mr.  Dirom’s  keeper  kiPed  three,  weighing 
respectively  241b.,  161b.,  and  61b.  On  Saturday  the  same 
fisherman  had  one  of  71b.  In  Hoddom  Castle  water 
on  Monday,  Mr.  George  AVardrope  had  a nice  fish  of 
1841b.  In  the  same  water  Mr.  Whitten  Manarie,  killed 
one  of  91b.  In  the  Blacketlees  (ticket)  water,  Mr.  Living- 
stone had  a salmon  on  Tuesday,  weighing  111b.  He  had 
three  sea-trout  and  a number  of  herling,  all  killed  with 
minnow  ; Capt.  Hemingway  killed  one  salmon  of  111b.  or 
121b.  In  the  Howes  pool  Mr.  Wallas  had  a very  fine 
salmon  of  nearly  2C)lb.  with  fly  ; Mr.  James  Baxter, 
three  sea-trout  and  eight  herling,  taken  with  worm  bait ; 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Hicks  had  a sea-tront  or  two  ; Mr.  D.  C. 
Loudon,  a yellow  trout  of  21b. ; Mr.  Bailey  had  thirteen 
herling.  Several  salmon  were  killed  in  the  Four-towns 
reaches,  some  of  the  salmon  weighing  up  to  221b.  In 
Northfield  water  on  Monday,  the  Rev.  F.  Coleby  killed  a 
25-pounder  after  an  exciting  struggle. — Nith. — Has 
been  in  flood,  and  on  Wednesday  morning  a third  flood 
occurred.  Local  anglers  are  looking  forward  to  the  pi’o- 
spect  of  having  some  good  sport  immediately  the  waters 
settle  down.  Some  fine  salmon  have  been  noticed  going 
up  the  salmon  pass.— Galloway  Rivers. — The  Fleet, 
the  Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee,  and  the  Urr  will  now  be  in 
fine  order  after  the  spates  of  this  week.  A few  sea-trout 
and  an  odd  herling  or  two  have  fallen  to  the  rods.  There 
is  a fair  show  of  salmon  making  up  the  rivers  now. — The 
Border  Esk.- Saturday  last  saw  the  end  of  the  bait- 
fishing season,  and  it  has  been  set  down  as  the  worst  for 
many  years.  The  water  was  slightly  discoloured  on  the 
last  day  for  worm-fishing,  and  a few  good  baskets  of 
sea-trout  and  herling  were  had  on  the  higher  waters. 
Mr.  J.  Church  had  nineteen  sea-tront  and  a number  of 
herling  ; Mr.  J.  Murray  a dozen  sea-trout,  nine  herling, 
and  a number  of  yellow  trout ; and  Mr.  T.  Martin  had 
a creelful  of  sea-trout,  herling,  and  yellow  trout ; and 
several  others  had  good  sport.  Sir  Richard  Graham 
killed  two  salmon,  Mr.  Ivor  Graham  one  of  81b.,  and  Mr. 
Kidd  one  of  61b.  On  Friday  Mr.  George  Colville  landed 
a salmon  of  1541b.,  Mr.  Calvert  killed  a salmon  of  121b., 
and  Mr.  Jamieson  had  41b.  grilse.  In  the  Longtown  and 
Metal  Bridge  water  very  fair  sport  has  been  had 
since  last  week.  Mr.  E.  I.amb  killed  a fine 
fish  of  201b.  ; Dr.  McLachlan  one  of  71b.  ; the 
Rev.  Mr.  Humble,  two,  of  51b.  and  61b.  The 
river  was  in  flood  on  AVednesday  morning  and  un- 
fitted for  fly.  There  was  a very  fair  show  of  salmon 
running  from  the  Solway.— Ayrshire  Streams. — The 
rivers  in  Ayrshire  are  now  in  good  order  for  salmon  fish- 
ing. On  the  Girvan,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  Robert  Dickie 
killed  two  salmon,  one  of  641b.  and  one  of  71b.  The  Ayr 
has  done  pretty  well,  and  the  lochs  have  been  yielding 
fair  yellow  trout  fishing  up  till  Saturday. — Heather- 
bell. 

Tweed,  &c.— Salmon  angling  prospects  are  not  of  the 
brightest.  The  recent  rains  have  done  very  little  good. 
There  waslittlecolour  in  the  water,  and  the  influx  of  fresh 
water  has  not  made  the  runs  any  clearer  than  they  were 
before,  but  rather  the  reverse.  AVith  this  freshet,  how- 
ever, the  fish  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  River  'Tweed 
began  to  move,  and,  being  thus  afforded  an  opportunity 
of  ascending  to  the  higher  reaches,  a very  great  number 
of  both  salmon  and  grilse,  as  well  as  sea-trout,  have 
“ run  ” up  the  river.  During  the  last  two  days  of  last 
week,  and,  indeed,  up  to  Monday,  they  were  ascending. 
Hundreds  were  observed  on  Friday  and  Saturday  of  last 
week  “ shooting  ” the  various  caulds  in  the  vicinity  of 
Kelso,  so  that  now  mest  cf  the  pools  are  fairly  well  stocked 
with  fish.  On  Friday,  Mr.  Page  had  a fish  of  51b.,  a nice 
grilse,  on  the  Maxwheel  cast ; Captain  Bewicke  killed  a 
very  fine  salmon  of  101b.  A few  email  fish  have  managed 
to  get  up  the  Teviot,  several  bull  trout  having  been  seen 
springing  up  the  canid  at  Teviot  Bridge  ; the  stop  in 
this  canid,  however,  is  still  closed  by  means  of  a board, 
and  larger  fish  cannot  get  up  the  river  in  consequence. 
The  weather  still  continues  fine. — Maxwheel. 

Upper  Shin  (Lairg*,  N.B.). — Sport  on  the  upper 
reaches  has  been  very  good  of  late.  The  following  are 
the  delails  : Sept.  23  two  local  anglers  killed  two  salmon 
on  the  Sluice  Pool.  On  the  26th,  Lady  Grey,  Cassidy 
Lodge,  caught  a grilse  of  41b.  On  the  27th,  Miss 
Hunter,  on  Lord  Fitzhardinge’s  rod,  four  salmon, 
weighing  41b.,  51b.,  121b.,  and  131b.  On  the  29th,  Sir 
Edward  Grey,  Bart.,  M.P.,  landed  three  salmon,  weigh- 
ing 111b.,  12|lb.,  and  181b.  ; and  Mr.  Bullers,  one 
salmon,  121b.  Oct.  2,  Mr.  AV.  Scott-Brock,  of  Auehin- 
duich,  on  Lord  Fitzhardinge’s  rod,  a salmon  of  91b. 
Oct.  3,  Earl  Stanhope,  James  Villa,  Lairg,  on  Mr. 
AVatney’s  rod,  one  salmon,  of  12Jlb.  ; and  Lady  Emily 
Stanhope,  one  salmon  of  151b. — J.  Y. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone).— On  Oct.  1 a 
good  spate  filled  the  river,  and  numbers  of  salmon  and 
lake  trout  got  over  the  big  weir  here.  Some  of  the 
salmon  were  up  to  201b.,  and  one  trout  was  fully  121b. 
Strange  to  say,  none  have  been  killed  on  the  upper 
waters. — J.  A.  B. 

Bunciaua  Lakes  and  Rivers. —A*ery  little  sport 
has  been  bad  on  these  waters  for  the  past  week  or  so, 
and  the  majority  of  the  anglers  in  any  case  are  varying 
the  sport  by  partridge  and  grouse  shooting,  which,  on 
Major  Cochrane’s  estate,  is  prime. 

Brrifif.  There  has  been  a decided  change  for  the 
better  in  the  state  of  the  water  owing  to  the  heavy 


rains  in  the  past  week.  Two  gentlemen  killed  five 
newly-run  salmon  on  the  Lunane  reaches.  The  season 
terminates  on  the  Erriff  the  last  day  of  this  month,  and 
will  open  Feb.  1,  1894.  The  river  at  present  is  fairly 
stocked  with  salmon,  sea-trout,  and  brown  trout. 

Lough.  Currane  (Waterville,  co  Kerry). — 
Sport  has  been  backward  generally  speaking.  The  best 
basket  for  the  week  has  been  one  of  twenty-one  trout 
(twelve  sea-trout,  and  nine  brown)  creeled  bv  Mr.  Casey. 
The  season  closes  on  Oct  15. — T.  J.  Dennehy, 

Lough  Neagh. — Mere  salmon  came  up  from  the 
Bunn  in  the  late  floods,  and  the  nets  have  been  fairly 
successful,  we  learn,  on  the  Antrim  and  Derry  shores. 
The  pollen  fishing  is  pretty  good.  The  season  for 
salmon  and  pollen  closes  on  the  3 1st  inst. — J.  A.  B. 

Mayola  (South  Derry).— The  water  is  slightly 
higher  than  it  was  last  week,  but  angling  is  not  much 
improved.  A few  salmon  are  lying  in  the  pools  below 
the  Big  AA''eir.  Some  trout  were  killed  on  the  worm 
towards  the  close  of  last  week  and  the  beginning  of  this 
oee,  but  it  is  rather  late  now  for  this  kind  of  fisfcirg. 

Mourue  and  Strull  (Newtonstewart,  cj. 
Tyrone). — Angling  has  been  prime  on  these  river.s. 
Abundance  of  rain  fell,  raising  the  waters,  during 
which  salmon  and  sea-tront  ran  up,  and  stocked  the 
pools  and  fords.  The  most  notable  takes  have  been 
made  by  the  following  ; — Captain  Hall,  Mr.  AVitherow, 
John  Sweeney,  Captain  Irwin,  Major  Lawrence,  Major 
Muller,  Dr.  Donaldson,  Mr,  AVitherow,  and  John 
McGirr.  Plenty  of  brown  trout  were  killed  this  week 
in  addition.  The  season  on  the  Mourne,  and  its  tribu- 
taries, the  Derg,  Glenelly,  Strull,  &o.,  terminates  the 
10th  inst.  The  past  season  was  hut  a poor  one,  but  it 
is  closing  well. — J.  A.  B. 

Owenea,  Ardara  (Co.  Donegal).— The  season 
terminated  here  on  the  30th  ult.  lu  the  closing  days 
great  numbers  of  salmon  and  sea-tront  ran  up  in  the 
floods  which  filled  the  river  at  that  time,  and  a fair 
share  fell  victims  to  the  rods  of  local  anglers.  The  past 
season  of  1893  was  one  of  the  worst  experienced  for 
years.  Spring  fishing  opens  April  1,  1894. 

Rosses  (CO.  Donegal). — Since  the  recent  rains  the 
waters  have  all  greatly  improved.  Though  the  weather 
has  been  uncertain  good  runs  of  sea-trout  and  salmon 
have  stocked  all  the  fishing  grounds.  General  AVarren 
had  a 41b.  sea-trout,  and  Mr.  AVelch  a good  basket.  On 
Dungloe  lake.  Dr.  Hill  and  Mr.  Agnew  had  fair  bags. 
Sport  for  the  coining  week  promises  well. 

Shannon  (Castleconnel).— The  heavy  rain  for  the 
past  week  has  resulted  in  a rise  of  six  inches  in  the 
river,  and  with  the  water  still  rising  we  hope  to  have 
good  fishing  to  the  end  of  the  month.  O.i  Summerhill 
and  De  Burgho,  Mr.  G.  AV.  Greenhill  got  two  salmon, 
161b.  and  301b..  on  4th.  On  AVoodland?,  Capt.  Bayly  go 
one  salmon,  271b.,  on  3rd.  OnDoonass,  Mr.  H.  HoJge’s 
fishermen  got  one  salmon,  30lb.,  on  3rd.  On  Hermitage, 
Capt.  Bayly  got  one  salmon,  131b.,  on  3rd,  and  one 
salmon,  181b.,  on  4th.  On  Newgarden  the  fishermen  got 
one  peal,  51b.,  on  4th. — John  Enright  and  Son. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— My  pre- 
diction as  regards  the  improvement  in  sport  has  been 
fully  verified.  AVe  have  had  a splendid  week’s  fishing, 
and  everything  is  full  of  promise  for  a brilliant  wind-up 
of  the  season.  The  water  is  right,  the  weather  delight- 
ful, and  without  any  exaggeration  the  fish— salmon  and 
grilse — are  to  the  fore  in  splendid  numbers,  as  the 
following  list  of  captures  during  the  week  will  testify  : 
Sept.  28,  P.  Ryan  and  AV.  Fogarty,  on  the  preserves, 
two  salmon,  211b.  and  151b.,  and  two  grilse,  81b.  and 
81b.  ; 29th,  John  Lyons,  one  salmon,  201b. ; 30th,  P. 
Ryan  and  AV.  Fogarty,  one  salmon,  151b.,  and  two  grilse, 
741b.  and  71b.  ; John  and  AV.  Barry,  on  Mr.  AV.  Young’s 
preserves,  one  salmon,  161b.,  and  two  grilse,  one  81b. 
Oct.  2,  Major  Durham,  10th  Hussars,  one  salmon,  101b-, 
and  one  grilse,  61h. ; 3rd,  P.  Ryan  and  AV.  Fogarty,  four 
salmon,  201b.,  151b.,  1341b.,  and  121b.,  and  two  grilse, 
71b.  aud  6|lb. ; John  Lyons,  two  grilse,  61b.  and  41b. 
For  the  next  three  weeks  both  the  salmon  and  grilse 
fishing  will  be  right  good  on  the  free  water.  Here  is  a 
chance  for  many  a rod  who  may  wish  to  get  some 
stunning  good  sport  for  next  to  nothing.  The  free  pike 
and  perch  fishing  on  Lough  Derg  is  keeping  up  splen- 
didly. On  Saturday  T.  Grimes  and  his  brother  killed 
nine  pike,  scaling  from  101b.  to  31b.,  and  on  other  days 
they  have  also  made  big  bags.  AVm.  O’Toole  his  al.-o 
brought  home  from  the  lake  this  week  some  fine  bags  of 
pike  and  perch. — S.  J.  Hurley. 


Practice  v.  Theory. — Let  a couple  of  boys  amuse 
themselves  catching  minnows  for  bait  at  a hitch-hole, 
where  the  “water-carrier,”  or  ditch,  runs  off  shallow 
over  stones,  &c.,  where  the  larva  of  the  stone  fly 
abounds,  and  the  tyros  will  learn  more  in  trying  to 
lure  even  a dace  or  so,  if  they  can  only  refrain  from  the 
fascination  of  looking  at  the  fish,  than  they  could  from 
books.  In  sandy  water-carriers  they  might  endeavour 
to  emulate  the  lad  in  Mr.  Blackmore’s  famous  novel,  and 
try  a " dab”  or  two  at  the  rakish-looking  loach,  and 
need  not  be  above  “marking”  down  a miller’s  thumb 
aiming  the  stones  in  the  former  ditch  for  a like 
experiment. 


“ CiuTicisM  Will  Fo.ster  Talent,"  is  an  adage  too  well  known 
to  need  dilating  upon,  especially  as  it  is  necessary  to  speak  of 
something  which  for  many  years  has  defied  adverse  criticism. 
Uollovvay's  Pills  and  Ointment,  as  sterling  remedies  for  all 
complaints,  are  more  familiar  than  “household  words,"  being  in 
constant  daily  use  hy  thousands  of  people,  who  look  upon  their 
possession  as  a positive  necessity.  Leading  medical  authorities 
advise  their  use  as  reliable  medicines  in  times  of  need.  As  a 
certain  cure  for  all  skin  diseases  they  are  unequalled,  whilst  for 
bile,  sick  headache,  llatulency,  indigestion,  and  all  liver  and 
stoiuach  disorders,  it  has  been  truly  said  they  arc  worth  their 
weigh  tin  gold. 
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KEMEDIKS  FOR  ANGLERS. 

In  a recent  article  on  “ Highland  Fishing  Inns  ” wo 
spoke  of  the  innuinerable  rods  which  may  be  seen  at 
every  railway  station  as  emblems  of  hope  unfulfilled. 
They  invito  the  notice  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchc(iuer  ; a slight  tn.x  on  fishing-rods  might  bo  remu- 
nerative. This,  however,  is  a separate  question ; we 
are  concerned  to  discover  any  means  by  which  the 
angler  might  have  a chance  of  sport.  This  year,  of 
course,  his  hopes  and  performances  are  at  a very  low 
ebb.  For  some  unknown  reason  Loch  Leven  has  done 
very  well ; and,  in  July,  there  was  good  sea-trout 
fishing  in  some  striotly  preserved  Highland  loohs.  But 
the  drought  has  perhaps  made  the  salmon  weary  of 
waiting  at  the  mouths  of  the  nearly  extinct  rivers,  and 
has  made  salmon-fishing  much  of  a farce.  Droughts 
are  beyond  cure,  and  over-fishing  is,  of  course,  incurable 
in  open  waters.  With  seven  boats  on  a sea-trout 
iDch  which  has  hardly  accommodation  for  one,  in 
daily  use.  comparative  failure  is  inevitable.  The 
traveller  by  railway  finds  that  the  upper  streams 
of  Tweed  and  Clyde,  and  even  of  remote  burns,  posi- 
tively bristle  with  rods.  Now,  anyone  can  try  the 
effect  of  all  this,  bv  fishing  one  good  pool  thrice,  in 
rapid  succession.  The  open  waters  are  daily  fished, 
perhaps  thirty  times.  Naturally  the  trout  are  alarmed. 
On  a certain  club  water  in  Hants  a big  trout  has  been 
seen  to  hurry  away,  with  every  sign  of  alarm,  from  a 
natural  fly,  which  floated  towards  him ! The  over- 
fishing has  reached  the  most  inaccessible  lochs  and 
brooks,  and,  even  were  there  no  yearly  slaughter  of 
gravid  fish  in  winter,  would  neces.=arily  spoil  the  sport. 

In  the  Field  were  recently  reported  the  exploits 
of  two  anglers  on  Loch  Blankie  — why  should  we 
give  the  real  name  of  this  beautiful  sheet  of 
water  ? The  fishers  had  each  a boat ; each  took 
two  rods,  one  for  trolling,  the  other  a fly-rod.  Each 
fished  for  four  days,  and  in  four  days  twelve  trout,  of 
the  average  weight  of  half  a pound,  were  captured. 
Probably  the  expenses,  exclu-ive  of  hotel  bills,  were 
about  d£6,  or  lOs.  for  each  Jib.  trout.  Now,  this  kind  of 
thing  is  always  going  on,  and  it  seems  likely  enough 
that  even  hope  will  soon  cease  to  be  found  in  the 
bottom  of  the  creel.  The  modern  angler  in  Scotland 
keeps  the  tiniest  fish.  They  all  count,  in  weight  or 
number,  in  a “ competition.”  In  the  Fishing  Books  in 
some  Highland  inns  is  written  a melancholy  appeal  to 
anglers.  The  lochs  are  being  “fished  out,”  we  read, 
and  sportsmen  are  pathetically  implored  not  to  keep 
trout  under  6in.  in  lengfh  ! The  appeal  falls  on  deaf 
ears  ; the  poor  little  finny  innocents  are  massacred. 
Thus  all  conspire  against  the  honourable  angler. 
Dynamite,  netting,  the  wholesale  clearing  out  of  burns, 
the  regular  murder  in  winter  of  all  spawning  fish  that 
ascend  the  small  tributaries,  the  over-fishing,  the 
“ scringing  ” of  salmon  on  the  coasts',  the  holiday 
slaughter  of  the  innocents — all  these  things  com- 
bine to  keep  creels  empty  and  hearts  low.  People 
will  assuredly  begin  to  find  out  that  angling  is 
a mere  waste  of  money,  time,  temper,  and  labour. 
Then  fishing  inns  will  be  unoccupied ; the  goose 
that  laid  the  golden  eggs  — the  hope  of  trout, 
that  is  — will  have  been  slain.  And  now  there 
is  only  one  very  partial  remedy  for  all  this ; and 
that  is  the  artificial  restocking  of  loohs  every  year. 
Already,  of  course,  the  Loch  Leven  Company  scienti- 
fically stocked  its  waters  ; as  a result,  the  most  severely 
fished  of  all  Scotch  lakes  is  also  by  far  the  best  of  those 
on  which  a casual  angler — no  millionaire — may  throw  a 
fly.  The  drawback  is,  that  nobody,  except  owners  of 
fishing  inns,  has  any  pecuniary  interest  in  restocking 
lochs.  On  ihe  Kennett,  on  the  other  hand,  some  pro- 
prietors scientifically  restock  their  water  yearly, 
although  the  number  of  trout  to  be  taken  on  one  day  is 
limited,  and  all  fish  under  a pound  or  a pound  and  a half 
are  returned  to  the  stream,  if  these  precautions  are 
necessary  on  preserved  waters  little  fished,  much  more  is 
restocking  needed  in  lochs  where  tourists  flog  all  day, 
and  keep  every  tiny  fish  they  catch.  It  is  certain  that 
the  waters  must  be  artificially  replenished  (as  a few  of 
them  already  are)  if  the  sport  of  angling  is  to  go  on  exist- 
ing. The  most  patient  of  men  will  kick  at  last  if  he  has 
to  pay  ten  shillings  and  work  ten  hours  for  a ^Ib.  trout. 
This  delightful  reward  does  rot  fall  to  the  “duffer” 
alone.  Let  Sir  Edward  Grey  or  Mr.  Marston  fish  Loch 
Blankie,  and  we  undertake  to  eat  all  they  catch. — 
Saturday  Review. 


Fried  Oysters. — Select  twenty  large  oysters  ; dry 
them  on  a napkin.  Dust  the  oysters  with  flour,  dip 
them  first  into  a beaten  egg,  then  in  fine  sifted  bread- 
crumbs, and  let  them  lie  half  an  hour  or  longer.  Place 
in  a frying-pan  a half-tablespoonful  lard  and  half-table- 
spoonful  butter.  As  soon  as  melted  lay  in  as  many 
oysters  as  convenient,  and  fry  light  brown  on  both  sides, 
transfer  to  a hot  dish  and  serve. 

Why  is  a codfish  one  of  the  most  remarkable  para- 
doxes known  r Because  it  produces  a sound  without 
noise. 

Teacher  : This  sentence  speaks  of  a man  who  is  an 
alarmist.  Do  you  know  what  that  means  P Bright  Boy: 
Yes’m  ; it’s  a ole  gentleman  wot  tries  to  scare  boys  who 
likes  to  go  fisbin’  on  Sundays. 

A THOUSAND  millions  of  the  animalculm  found  in 
stagnant  water  do  not  collectively  equal  the  size  of  a 
grain  qf  sand. 


Mr.  Alexander  Wrioht,  Accountant,  of  10,  Everelda-street, 
Barnsbury,  N.  (member  of  the  Gresham,  Junior  Fly-Fishers,  &e.), 
undertakes  the  auditing  and  balancing  of  every  description  of 
accounts  at  moderate  ates.  Bents  and  debts  collected. 


THE  PAST  SALMON  FISHING  SEASON  IN 
CANADA. 

Mr.  John  Mowat,  of  (,'ampbellton,  N.B.,  gives  me  a 
very  interesting  resurnd  of  the  salmon  fishing  in  Canada 
for  the  past  season  : 

“ Our  backward  spring  and  light  snowfall  last  winter 
must,  to  some  extent,  bo  accountable  for  poor  early 
fishing  in  all  our  northern  rivers.  Where  poor  fishing 
results  some  excuse  must  be  found.  Wo  had  neither 
snow  nor  rain  to  keep  the  water  up.  The  run  of  fish  was 
fully  two  weeks  behind  its  usual  time  ; the  water  in  the 
lower  pools  got  dead,  and  the  fish  seemed  to  know  it, 
and  made  no  stop  until  they  got  thirty  or  forty  miles  up 
river.  The  few  large  early  fish  met  their  fate  in  the 
numerous  coast  and  estuary  nets  stretching  150  miles  in 
the  bay  and  estuary.  Many  of  the  lower  fishing  pools 
that  gave  from  twenty  to  fifty  fish  last  year,  gave  next 
to  nothing — two,  three,  and  up  to  ten  was  the  rule.  The 
upper  pools  in  the  Restigouche  turned  out  well ; from 
Lne  20  to  July  25,  on  favourable  days,  six  to  ten  fish 
were  taken,  until,  at  last,  the  river  got  so  low  and  hot 
that  the  fish  refused  to  rise  at  all  until  after  dark.  I did 
hear  that  more  than  one  angler  did  good  work  with  the 
White  Wing  between  ton  o’clock  at  night  and  two  o’clock 
in  the  morning.  ‘ Why  does  not  that  rain  come  P’  was  the 
constant  cry.  It  was  rather  tantalizing  to  count  100  or 
more  fish  lying  around  your  canoe,  and  not  a rise  or  even 
a show  of  one.  But  no  rain  came,  and  I may  add  that  it 
has  not  yet  come,  and  as  trout  fishing  will  soon  be  here 
we  no  longer  want  it,  as  the  trout  school  better  when  the 
water  is  low.  This  state  of  affairs  applies  to  all  our 
salmon  rivers  in  the  bay  as  well  as  to  the  Labrador 
streams.  The  Grand  Cascapedia  had  poor  early  sport; 
in  fact,  nearly  nothing  on  its  lower  waters,  although 
Mr.  Ayer  took  the  belt  with  a 48-pounder  ; but,  like  all 
our  rivers,  good  scores  were  made  in  the  upper  pools  in 
early  July.  Bonaventure  gave  a fair  bag  of  seventy  or 
eighty  fish.  Gaspc  rivers  not  at  all  good.  Nipissquit 
fair  with  grilse  ; salmon  scarce.  The  main  Restigouche 
must  be  fully  200  fish  short  of  last  year  on  its  lower 
waters,  although  the  upper  waters  were  much  better. 
The  Metapedia  river  was  also  short,  but  its  lower  pools 
turned  out  equal  to  its  upper,  but  not  until  late  in  June. 

“ The  Upsalquitch  river,  a large  branch  of  the  main 
Restigouche,  was  fished  by  Mr.  Stancliffe,  of  Montreal, 
and  myself.  We  waited  for  a rise  of  water  until 
July  7,  and  lost  the  best  week’s  fishing.  However, 
Mr.  Stancliffe  killed  forty-three  fish  on  its  upper  ten 
miles  in  five  days.  I killed  eighteen  on  its  lower  waters 
in  three  days,  and  again,  on  the  23rd,  killed  thirteen  ; 
Captain  Jarvis,  in  three  days,  fourteen,  and  James 
Moores  eight.  We  again  tried  it  on  the  10  th  of  August, 
when  the  lower  waters  gave  six  fish,  and  the  upper 
two,  in  all,  ninety-eight  fish.  We  owe  our  success  to 
its  being  a later  river  for  its  natural  products  than  the 
others.  It  holds  now  large  fish,  the  product  from 
the  Restigouche  hatchery,  and,  although  few  of  these 
appeared  early  this  year,  eighteen  of  them,  averaging 
22Jlb.,  were  caught  in  Mr.  Mitchell’s  pool,  a 
short  distance  above  its  mouth,  in  May,  1892.  Com- 
mercial fishing  was  fair  on  the  whole,  probably  for  the 
entire  bag  1,000,0001b.  The  pond  at  the.  Government 
hatchery  has  500  fish  for  breeders,  and  they  will  give 
from  three  to  four  millions  ova.  I have  heard  of  some 
very  large  salmon,  odd  ones,  caught  in  Bay  of  Fundy, 
the  product,  probably,  of  the  large  Restigouche  salmon 
sent  to  its  hatchery.  A great  proportion  of  our  salmon 
this  year  were  121b.  to  161b.  fish.  These  I take  to  be 
young  fish,  or  the  first  year  in  from  the  sea.  So,  on  the 
whole,  although  not  satisfactory  to  the  lower  proprietors 
this  year  has  turned  out  fairly  well  for  a large  majority 
of  our  anglers.  I understand  that  it  is  contemplated  to 
make  some  extensive  improvements  on  the  river  by  the 
Restigouche  Salmon  Club,  which  spares  no  expense  to 
improve  the  fishing.” — A.  Nelson  Cheney  in  Shootiny 
and  Fishing,  Boston,  U.S.A. 


“Facts  about  Disinfectants  ” says  : — “ In  pipes  and 
drains,  or  anywhere  where  there  is  a rush  of  water, 
disinfectants  completely  soluble  in  water  are  carried 
away  before  they  have  time  to  kill  the  germs  of  disease — 
hence  emulsions  are  preferable.  An  emulsion  is  a pre- 
paration in  which  the  disinfectant  is  scattered  and 
suspended  throughout  the  water  in  the  form  of  minute 
oily  globules  not  visible  to  the  naked  eye,  as  fat  in  milk. 
Such  a preparation  in  which  the  active  ingredient  is 
permanently  suspended,  not  dissolved,  in  water  possesses 
all  the  advantages  of  a solution  without  its  drawbacks. 
It  must  be  miscible  with  water  in  all  proportions.  The 
finely  divided  oil  globules  do  not  separate,  but  they 
attach  themselves  to  any  putrefying  bodies  requiring 
disinfection.” 

To  Preserve  Feathers  prom  Moth. — Keep  them 
in  tin  cases,  with  plenty  of  black  pepper  ground  fine, 
and  leave  a bit  of  sponge  also  in  the  case,  well  saturated 
with  spirits  of  turpentine. 

Varnish  for  the  Heads  of  Flies. — Coach-builder’s 
varnish,  laid  on  with  a very  fine-pointed  brush. 

There  is  in  the  service  of  the  Victoria  Steam- 
boat Association  an  above-bridge  captain  who  is, 
or  has  been,  an  artist  in  oil-paintings,  among  other 
subjects  seascapes,  dogs  in  repose,  and  shooting  dogs 
working  a pheasant-cover.  This  licensed  lighterman 
and  river  captain  knows  the  various  “schools”  of 
painting.  Yet  another  captain  who  cm  play  several 
instruments  and  repair  them  ! 

In  every  ton  of  sea  water  there  is  one  grain  of  pure 
gold. 

There  is  one  place  where  there  is  good  shooting,  and 
that  is  up  among  the  stars.  'They  have  a regular  sky- 
lark this  month. 


Eepotts  from  Clubs 


IFe  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning.  Thursday  night’s  clubs  or  meetings  by 
drat  post  on  Friday  morning.  Address’^  Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London," 
marked  “ Club  Report  ” outside  envelope. 


Anglers’  Association  (No.  1 Eastern  District). — 
The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the  Izaak  Walton 
Angling  Society,  Old  King  John’s  Head,  Mansfield- 
street,  Kingsland  roai,  on  Wednesday  next,  Oct.  11. 
This  visit  being  to  my  own  club,  I hope  we  shall  have  a 
good  muster  from  all  clubs  on  the  above-named  district. . 

— G.  Manning. 

Anglers’  Association.— At  the  last  general  com- 
mittee meeting,  held  on  Monday,  the  2nd  inst.,  Mr. 

W.  H.Becket  occupied  the  chair.  After  the  ordinary 
routine  business  had  been  disposed  of,  the  Maldon 
Angling  Club,  numbering  forty  members,  which  meets 
at  the  Ship  Hotel,  Maldon,  was  duly  enrolled.  This  is 
the  oldest  Maldon  angling  club,  and  its  members  include 
some  of  the  most  influential  men  of  this  busy  market 
town,  port,  and  borough,  numbering  about  6000  in- 
habitants, situate  at  the  junction  of  the  important  rivers 
Chelmer  and  Blackwater.  A report  was  made  that  a 
second  netting  of  the  North  Dulwich  lake  has  resulted 
in  the  Association  obtaining  between  two  and  three 
hundredweight  of  Euglish  and  Prussian  carp,  about 
three  dozen  perch,  and  a few  gudgeon  ; strange  to  say 
upon  the  arrival  of  the  fish  at  Rye  House  all  the  perch 
were  found  to  be  dead,  and  upon  investigation  the  cause 
of  death  was  clearly  proved  to  be  through  each  of  the 
larger  perch  having  swallowed  one  of  their  smaller 
brethren.  The  carp  were  all  in  excellent  condition. 
Mr.  Ghurney  stated  that  the  Rye  House  water  was 
chosen  for  d- positing  the  fish  in  because,  as  the  expenses 
were  paid  for  out  of  the  Restocking  Fund  collected  by 
public  subscription,  it  was  thought  that  the  fish  should 
be  turned  into  some  suitable  public  water.  The  Eagle 
Angling  Society  having  given  permission  to  this  society 
to  net  their  private  waters  at  Enfield,  a few  of  Our  i 
members  attended,  and  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  J.  , 
Carter,  of  the  Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  secured  a fair 
quantity  of  fish,  which  they  placed  in  the  Barge  Cut. 
Mr.  Ghurney  informed  the  meeting  that  the  Lea  Con- 
servancy would  be  prepared  to  receive  a deputation  on 
Thursday,  and  that  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company 
had  kindly  run  a through  train  from  Liverpool-street  to 
Langley  on  Saturday  last,  and  that  some  150  members 
had  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity.  Mr.  Ghurney 
further  stated  that  the  water  of  the  River  Wey,  from  , 
Pyrford  to  Wey  bridge,  would  be  drawn  oft'  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday,  and  he  asked  that  he  might  have  the 
assistance  of  six  bailiffs.  The  committee  instructed  him 
to  obtain  competent  assistants.  The  meeting  having 
been  informed  that  Mr.  J.  C.  Carter  was  willing  to 
accept  the  appointment  of  honorary  bailiff,  it  was 
unanimously  resolved  to  recommend  him  for  same  at 
our  next  delegate  meeting.  The  usual  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chair  brought  the  meeting  to  a close. — Hon. 
Reporter. 

Angflers’  Association.  The  monthly  meeting  of 
the  renting  and  preservation  committee  will  take  place 
on  Monday  evening  next,  at  8 30. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society. — The  next  meeting  i i; 
of  the  committee  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening, 
Oct.  13,  at  8 30. — R.  Ghurney. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Cowley  Arms,  Cowley-  i 
road,  Brixton,  S.W. — (President,  Albert  Chevalier.) — ■ 
Several  ot  our  members  were  out  on  the  1st  inst.,  but  . 
none  of  them  had  sufficient  to  take  a prize.  The  match 
will  therefore  be  again  fished  on  the  8th  inst.  under  the  > 
same  conditions  as  last  week. — W.  H.  Bryant. 

Allason  United  Brothers. — The  members  met  on 
the  4th,  and  the  usual  business  was  transacted.  Mr.  H. 
Challen  was  elected  working  member.  Messrs.  Turner 
weighed-in  roach.  Blades  had  bream,  and  R,  Challen  > 
roach  on  1st  inst.  Several  members  were  at  various’ 
places,  but  did  not  get  amongst  many  of  the  finny  tribe. 
Messrs.  Berkley  and  Blades  are  chosen  auditors,  and  the 
books  will  be  audited  next  Tuesday,  at  8. 15  p.m.,  and  all  • 
members  are  notified  that  they  must  be  present  next  . 
Wednesday  for  special  business.  Oar  worthy  host  was  i 
grossly  insulted  while  fishing  at  West  Drayton,  and  the 
secretary  has  sent  on  particulars  to  the  Anglers’  Asso- 
elation. — B.  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln’s-inn-tiekli. — On  Oct.  1 the  fol- 
lowing weighed-in;  Messrs.  S.  Cutbush,  J.  Drew,  W.  d 
Stewart,  W.  Thornet.  On  Tuesday  we  had  a good' 
muster,  when  the  balance-sheet  was  read  and  passed.  ,■ 
VVe  fish  our  quarterly  match  at  Shepperton  on  Oct.  15 
for  the  following  prizes:  1st.  £1;  2nd,  15s.  ; 3rd,  12s.; 
4th,  lOs.  ; 5th,  8s. ; 6th,  6s. ; 7th,  53.  There  are  also  two  ■ 
special  prizes,  10s.  6J.  and  5s.,  given  by  Mr.  Utting  and  t 
W.  Thornet.  Members  leave  Waterloo,  morning  train  5 
usual  conditions,  one  rod  only  to  be  used.  Eaci  mem- 
ber having  fish  must  answer  their  name  at  the  King’s  i 
Head  not  later  than  six  o’clock.  Mt.  Lohm  in  was  elected  > 
as  honorai'y,  and  Mr.  Tunstall  proposed  as  working,  , 
members. — G.  Marriott. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Royal 
George,  Rotherhithe  New-road. — Fourteen  of  our 
members  competed,  on  Oct.  1,  in  a punt-outing  for  seven 
prizes,  at  Twickenham,  with  the  following  result  ; Mr.  i 
E.  Mallet,  first;  Mr.  H.  Mallet,  seoond  ; Mr.  C.  Watkin,  - 
third;  Mr.  Wade,  fourth;  Mr.  Hickson,  fifth;  Mr. 
Fowler,  sixth ; Mr.  Elston,  seventh.  All  the  competitors 
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had  fish,  the  total  weight  being  about  801b.  On  the  8th 
inst.  we  fish  onr  monthly  outing  lor  four  prizes.  Full 
psrticnlars  as  to  where  can  be  seen  at  the  club-house. — 
I).  Davis. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald 
Faced  Stag,  Wors-hip-square,  E C. — On  Oct.  1 several 
members  were  out,  and  the  result  was  a good  show  of 
jack,  perch,  roach,  and  dace,  by  Messrs.  Abel,  Wolk, 
and  Harding.  On  Wednesday  last  we  had  a full  meeting, 
and  a lot  of  business  was  got  through.— F.  G. 
Hutchins 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The  Sun, 
Gt.  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road.— On  the  1st  inst.  the 
following  weiehed-in  : Mr.  W.  Hake,  roach,  dace,  and 
bream;  Mr.  Lainbarsh,  jun.,  roach;  Mr.  Banning, 
roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  Dyer,  roach  (largest  11b  4oz.)  ; and 
Mr.  Fill.  dace.  On  the  8th  inst.  several  of  the  members 
will  fish  in  Mr.  Eldridge’s  competition  at  Amberley. — 
E E Embleton. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Hotel,  Queen’s-road,  Battersea. — The  members  of  this 
club  will  fish  a match  on  Oct.  1.5  at  Pnlborough  (pegged- 
down),  two  prizes.  Train,  7.7  from  Clapham  Junction, 
retu  ning  7.22  from  Pnlborough.  On  the  1st  inst.  Mr. 
J.  Antliffe  saved  the  club  a blank  with  roach  from  the 
Arun — Geo.  Mumpoed. 

Battersea  United  Fiscatorials,  Lord  Eanelagh, 
Verona-st'eet,  S.W. — Members  are  informed  ibat  a 
punt  match  will  take  place  at  Staines  on  Wednesday 
next,  11th  inst.  Punts  are  engaged,  and  all  members  to 
leave  by  first  train  from  Clapham  Junction  ; usual  con- 
ditions. I should  like  to  see  a good  attendance  next 
week  in  order  that  1 may  close  the  list  for  the  River 
Preservation  Fund. — A.  Trowbridge. 

Blackfiiars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwaik-street. — Since  last  report  the  following  gen- 
tlemen have  wcighed-in  : Mr.  Wheelhouse,  bream  ; Mr. 
Merrygold,  roach.  Will  members  come  up  in  full  force 
next  week  so  that  we  may  arrange  where  to  fish  our 
next  mTch,  as  it  will  take  place  shortly  ? Members  in 
arrear  kindly  sett'e  as  soon  as  possible. — J.  Foster. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  W.C. — On  the  1st  inst.  we  had 
a nice  show  of  fish  from  the  following : Messrs.  T. 
Diivis  bad  a 31b.  jack  ; C.  Davis  roach  and  rudd  ; Low- 
don,  perch.  Memberswill  please  notice  that  Wednesday, 
Oct.  11,  will  be  a quarterly  night,  and  the  18th  is  limit 
night. — D.  Warren. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  Britannia,  Clarendon- 
road.— Several  of  our  members  have  been  out  since  my 
last  report,  but  very  poor  shows  have  come  under  my 
notice.  Two  of  our  members  fished  in  the  late  free 
competition  at  Langley,  and  both  took  prizes,  one  of 
them  took  first  prize.  The  club  is  still  in  a very  favour- 
able condition,  seven  new  members  being  made  in  three 
weeks.  An  extra  special  meeting  will  take  place  on 
ThursLy  next.— F.  Stanifobd. 

Bromptou  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms,  Marl- 
borough-road.— On  Wednesday  evening  last  our  concert 
in  aid  of  the  Preservation  Fund  w^as  a great  success. 
The  chairs  were  occupied  by  Messrs.  Powles-West, 
Brown,  and  Cowper.  Some  excellent  harmony  was 
provided  by  Messrs.  Broughton,  Cockerton,  Powles- 
West,  Owen,  Brook,  .Tones,  Brown,  P.  Brown,  E.  Brown, 
Pugh,  &c.  Mr.  Jones  gave  a very  amusing  recitation. 
Mr.  Sydney  very  ably  officiated  at  the  piano.  We  col- 
lected 22s.  6d.,  and  shall  draw  on  the  club  funds  to 
make  it  up  to  two  guineas.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Brown 
had  a splendid  show  of  roach  (471b.),  the  result  of  two 
dais’  fishing  ; a lot  over  lib.  ; the  best  fish  lib.  lloz. — 
H.  Roach. 

Biuuswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley. — Though  our  members  were  out  in  full 
f I'ce  on  the  1st  inst.,  they  met  with  very  poor  success, 
ouly  two  weighing  in — J.  Watkins,  roach,  and  C. 

. Parmeuter,  jack.  I hope  members  will  put  in  an 
appearance  next  meeting  night  to  settle  arrears  and 
discuss  balance-sheet- — J.  Watkins. 

Burton  Fiscatorials,  Globe,  Derby-street,  King’s- 
crOs-s  — A most  successful  visit  was  made  to  the  above 
club  on  the  2nd  inst.  by  the  clubs  enrolled  with  the 
C-ntral  Association,  and  my  best  thanks  are  given  to 
t-T  se  clubs  which  supported  us  on  that  evening.  Mr. 
Wade’s  able  remarks  concerning  Preservation  Week 
should  be  well  borne  in  mind,  especially  by  those  anglers 
who  are  such  strict  adherents  to  nature’s  first  law.  On 
the  1st  inst.  Mr.  A.  Richards  weighed-in  roach,  21b.  l|oz., 
one  fish  11b.  4|oz  ; Mr.  C.  Roberts,  roach  and  dace, 
lib.  3joz. — C.  Roberts. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hart- 
land-road,  N.W. — On  the  1st  inst.  the  following  members 
weighed-in  : Mr.  Marshall,  bream  and  roach  ; Mr.  King, 
roach  and  chub;  Mr.  Critcher,  perch  ; Mr.  Langton, 
roach  and  jack;  Mr.  Leslie,  dace.  We  made  another 
honorary  member  last  week. — E.  T.  White. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society.— Since  last 
r port  the  following  have  weighed-in  : Messrs.  P. 

Heester,  roach  and  dace  ; S.  Riley,  roach  ; and  Mr.  J. 
Allen  having  a nice  tray  of  roach.  I should  like  to  see 
our  mend)ers  attend  more  regularly  than  of  late.  Don’t 
firget  our  prize  outing,  Oct.  15. — O.  Jones. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs 
— -The  monthly  general  meeting  of  delegates  was  held 
at  the  Bedford  Ht  ad  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden, 
O'l  Monday  ia.st,  the  chair  being  taken  by  Mr.  W. 
Elsmore,  in  the  absence  of  the  president,  who  wrote 
regretting  being  unable  to  attend.  A letter  was  also 
received  from  Mr.  T.  Crumplen,  who  was  prevented 
through  illness  from  attending ; general  sympathy 
was  expresse<l  by  all  present,  and  it  was  hoped  he  would 
soon  be  well  again.  Mr.  P.  Edward  Dove,  honorary 
counsel  to  the  Association,  favoured  us  with  his  com- 
pany. Meetings  of  previous  meeting  were  read  and 


confirmed,  also  correspondence  communicated.  The 
secretary  stated  he  had  received  a cheque  for  5 guineas, 
the  amount  recently  voted  for  the  Flint  defenc.) 
case,  and  returned  owing  to  the  case  having  fallen 
through.  The  recent  poaching  conviction  at  E'chraonl 
was  duly  reported  to  the  meeting,  and  was  considered  to 
be  a case  of  the  greatest  importance  for  the  future  of 
the  Thames  fishery.  It  was  then  agreed  that  the  best 
thanks  of  the  Association  be  sent  to  the  Thames  Conser- 
vancy and  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  for 
their  energetic  action  in  so  successfully  prosecuting 
these  men  ; the  subject  was  also  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee to  be  further  dealt  with.  The  attention  of  the 
delegates  was  directed  to  the  very  important  question 
in  connection  with  the  collection  now  being  made  in  the 
clubs  in  aid  of  the  preservation  and  restocking  of 
public  rivers  ; the  delegates  were  urged  to  see  that  this 
subject  received  the  consideration  of  the  members  at  their 
subsequent  meetings,  and  it  was  earnestly  desired  that 
every  society  would  make  a grant.  'I'he  following 
amounts  have  been  received  •.  West  London,  ,£1  Is.  ; 
Shepherd’s  Bush,  10.s.  Gd.  ; Athenaeam,  lOs.  6d.  ; Izaak 
Walton,  lOs.  6d.  ; Walham  Green,  lOs.  Cd.  ; Brothers 
Well  Met,  lOs.  ; Second  Surrey,  .5s.  ; Cliftonville,  5s.  ; 
Royal  George,  5s.  ; Amicable  Brothers,  5s.  ; inde- 
pendent, 5s.  A complaint  bad  been  received  concerning 
anglers  trespassing  on  private  land,  and  our  honorary 
counsel  advised  the  course  of  action  in  the  matter,  which 
was  agreed  to.  Reports  were  handed  in  by  Messrs. 
Woods,  Levine,  and  T.  Goodwins,  in  connection  with 
the  Association’s  private  fisheries,  and  the  following 
further  appointments  were  made  for  the  ensuing  month  : 
Messrs.  Wood,  W.  Stone,  J.  Wright,  Elsmore.  and 
Brittain.  All  communications  to  be  sent  to  the  Secre- 
tary. (5,  Priter-road,  Bermondsey. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  "rhe 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
Since  my  last  report  the  following  members  have  had 
fish  : Messrs.  Jno.  Willgoss,  41b.  14oz.  and  11b.  2Joz., 
jack  and  roach;  E.  Cooper,  41b.  GJoz.,  bream;  H. 
Moore,  21b.  7foz.,  roach  : A.  Bowater,  21b.  loz.,  roach  ; 
A.  Turner,  21b.,  roach;  E.  Barber,  lib.  2Joz.,  chub.  We 
have  still  a few  more  vacancies  for  gentlemen  (working 
or  honorary). — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clissold  Angling  Society.— On  the  1st  inst.  the 
following  weighed-in  fish  : Messrs.  Howell,  Killick, 

Pound,  Mallett,  Anthony,  Gudgeon,  White,  and  Slade. 
On  Monday  evening  we  held  a smoker  in  aid  of  the 
A.B.S.,  when  we  had  a good  evening  in  spite  of  the 
weather.  The  following  gentlemen  contributed  to  the 
harmony  during  the  evening  : Messrs.  Thorling,  Strat- 
ford, Scott,  Gray,  Hoy,  Dunsdon,  Mallett,  Stretch, 
Sandprs,  Barrett,  Coffin,  and  others. — E.  J.  M. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W. — The  officers  elected  for  the  ensuing  quarter 
are  Messrs.  F.  Bourne,  president ; J.  Reddel,  vice ; 
W.  Parbury  and  W.  Hutchings,  auditors  ; G.  Percival, 
scalesman.  The  conditions  of  next  outing  are  to  be 
settled  on  Tuesday  next,  when  I hope  all  members  will 
attend. — A.  Smith. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Oct.  1 a few  of  my 
members  were  out,  but  the  only  gentlemen  who  bad  any 
sport  were  Messrs.  Pocock,  Poore,  Webber,  and  Mid- 
sou,  who  bad  a nice  show  of  bream,  roach,  and  dace.  In 
consequence  of  one  of  the  auditors  having  to  leave  town 
the  audit  was  deferred  till  the  next  week. — S.  Malbt. 

Duke  of  Noi’folk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Siints-road,  Westbonrne  Park. — On  the  1st  ins*^. 
the  following  weighed-in  : — Mr.  Balls,  2Jlb.  roach  ; Mr. 
Purchase,  one  bream,  21b.  lOJoz.  ; Mr.  Foster,  91b.  lloz. 
of  dace;  Mr,  Fletcher,  15oz.  of  dace  ; Mr.  A.  Barrett, 
51b.  2oz.  of  dace  and  roach. — W.  Jenkins. 

Bagle  Angling  Society,  Tottenham. — On  Sept.  2t 
Mr.  Griffin  weighed-in  51b.  lO.joz.  of  dace,  all  caught 
with  the  fly,  thus  securing  Mr.  Alnsley’s  prize  of  one 
guinea,  whilst  Mr.  C.  Burnett  took  the  second  prize  of 
half-a-guinea,  given  by  the  secretary,  with  11b.  2oz.  of 
roach.  Messrs.  Day,  Dwyer,  and  Price  also  had  fish. 
On  the  1st  last.  Mr.  0.  Ashmore  ha  i 51b.  of  good  roach; 
Mr.  Griffin  (with  the  fly),  a nice  show  of  dace,  heaviest 
9oz.  ; and  on  the  3rd,  Mr.  Dwyer  had  a splendid  show 
of  roach,  dace,  and  barbel  from  the  Thames,  heaviest 
barbel  5,b.  ; Mr.  Ainsley  also  having  a nice  catch  ; 
whilst  Messrs.  Russell  and  Smart  got  over  171b.  of  roach 
and  dace  from  Richmond.  Several  other  members  have 
tried  their  luck,  l>nt  with  poor  results.  On  the  8th  we 
fish  for  a roach  pole— given  by  our  Mr.  Tom  Collier — 
from  Carthagena  Weir  to  Fish  and  Esls  Lock,  'where 
I hear  good  reports  of  the  state  of  the  water. — Hon. 
Sec. 

Bpsom  Angling  Society.— At  our  monthly  meeting 
on  Monday  last  there  were  on  view  in  our  club-room 
three  new  cases — a roach,  weight  11b.  5joz.,  taken 
by  Wm.  Holt;  five  dace,  lljoz.,  lOjoz.,  9J-z., 
9|oz.,  and  9oz.  ; also  three  roach,  Ijlb.,  lib.  5jOZ.,  and 
11b.  I50Z.,  both  lots  taken  by  E,  H.  Hailes.  Since 
my  last  report  the  following  have  weighed-in  : Geo. 
Miles,  a roach,  lib.  Joz.  ; H.  S.  Kilton,  a barbel,  21b.  6oz.; 
Messrs.  Dix  and  S.  Kilton,  barbel  and  roach,  81b.  13oz.  ; 
Messrs.  Dix  and  Wagstaffe,  roach  and  dace,  9Jlb. — 
Edw.  Ht.  Haibes. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
row. — We  have  had  but  small  shows  of  fish  the  last  two 
weeks  on  account  of  the  waters  being  so  low  and  bright. 
Sept.  24  we  had  neai-ly  Gib.  of  roach  and  bream  taken  by 
Messrs.  Thomas,  Stebbings,  Hoggets,  and  others.  On 
Oct.  1 Mr.  Ellis  and  Mr.  Sharpless  weighed-in. — A.  P. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Foley-itreet. — A number  of  our  members  went  out  with 
the  first  Langford  party  on  Oct.  1,  but  only  two  weighed- 
in,  and  the  best  fish  a roach  14|oz.  A glowing  account 
was  given  of  the  place,  and  it  is  thought  that  when  the 


■w'ater  is  better,  it  will  prove  a grand  addition  to  the 
Association’s  waters.  We  also  had  some  small  takes 
from  the  Thames  (barbel,  roach,  and  dace).  We  made 
another  new  member  this  week,  and  have  loim  for  more. 
On  Tuesday  next  we  have  important  business  to  bring 
forward. — John  Go.itlet. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society.— Onr  concert  took 
place  on  the  3rd  inst  , but  was  not  very  successful, 
owing  to  the  depression  of  trade,  and  other  causes. 
The  members  will  fish  for  prizes  at  Ware  on  the  15th 
inst.  All  start  by  first  train.  The  concert  was  on 
behalf  of  the  General  Preservation  Fund. — E.  Murphy. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Castle  Inn, 
Leyton-road,  Stratford  New  I'own. — Since  last  report 
the  following  members  have  weighed  fish  ; — Mr.  F. 
Hudson,  IGlb.,  roach,  tierch,  and  dace ; W.  Savage,  a few 
rudd,  a brace  of  tench,  41b.  ; J.  Grande,  roach,  71b.  ; W. 
Sture,  roach,  41b.  I wish  members  would  muster 
better  on  Tuesday  nights  — G.  F.  Weaver. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— The  chair  was  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley  on  Tuesday  evening.  A new 
member  was  elected,  and  a number  of  minor  matters 
disposed  of.  Next  Tuesday,  the  10th,  Mr.  E.  F.  Good- 
win will  read  a paper  on  “ Fly-fishing  for  Coarse  Fish,” 
when  anglers  and  friends  will  be  welcomed.  On  Tues- 
day, the  17th,  there  will  be  a sea-fishing  competition 
for  three  prizes  off  Leigh.  A train  will  leave  Fenchurch- 
street  at  8,23  am.,  returning  from  Leigh  at  7.21  p.m. 
Members  and  friends  who  intend  to  join  the  party  are 
requested  to  inform  the  secretary  as  soon  as  convenient, 
in  order  that  suitable  arrangements  may  be  made  about 
railway  tickets  and  boafs. — James  Tai  leb. 

Ha'velock  Angling  Society,  The  Good  Intent, 
Mowlem-street,  Bishop’s-road,  Cambridge  Heath. — The 
members  of  the  above  society  fish  a match  for  four 
prizes  on  Oct.  8 at  Broxbourne,  from  Carthagena  Lock 
to  Dobb's  Weir  Lock,  all  competing  members  to  meet  at 
the  New  Inn,  Broxbourne,  by  nine  o'clock  ; one  rod  only 
to  be  used  ; cease  fishing  at  five  o'cloek  ; stewards,  Mr. 
W.  Robertson  and  Mr.  W.  Argent. — W.  Young. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society.— Onr  peg-down 
match  took  place  on  the  1st  inst.  at  Amberley,  for  six 
prizes,  but  only  three  were  taken  The  winners:  Mr. 
Jones,  first,  with  bream;  Mr.  Walford,  second,  with 
roach;  Mr.  Russell,  with  dace,  third.  The  remaining 
prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  Oct.  8,  Burnt  Mill  to  Harlow, 
roaming  in  that  boundary.  Start  by  two  minutes  past 
eight  train,  to  fish  directly  you  get  there,  to  leave  off  at 
five  o’clock.  QR'ii'fsrly  night  next  week. — C.  T. 
Russell. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  Isledon-road,  N. — On  Sept.  24  Mr.  G. 
Westrup  weighed-in  41b.  8Joz.  of  barbel,  roach,  and 
dace  from  the  Thames.  On  Sept.  28  Mr.  G.  Cornish  had 
a fine  chub  of  41b.  3oz.,  and  some  good  roach  and  perch 
from  the  Lea.  On  Oct.  4 Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw  about  111b.  of 
good  chub,  roach,  and  perch.  The  annual  club  supper 
will  be  held  at  the  club-house  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  1. — 
G.  H.  Rutherford. 

Horseferry  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Clarence, 
Horseferry-road. — There  was  a good  attendance  on 
Wednesday  evening.  It  was  decided  to  compete  for 
four  prizes  on  Oct.  8 at  Brentford  ; all  members  to  go  by 
the  8.5  a.m.  train  from  Vauxhall.  Gentlemen  wishing  to 
join  a respectable  angling  society  should  apply  to  Mr. 
T.  C.  Colmer,  at  the  above  well-known  hostelry. — F. 
Taylor. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.  — A few 

members  weighed-in  on  the  1st  inst. — P.  Schulze,  perch, 
roach,  and  dace  ; B.  Harris,  jack  and  roach  ; A.  Hatte- 
more,  roach,  dace,  and  perch.  On  Tuesday  next  the 
members  will  select  prizes  to  be  fished  on  Oct.  15,  the 
locality  to  be  decided  on  that  evening,  when  I hope  to 
have  a good  attendance. — R.  Ghurney. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Red 
Li  in,  Portland-street,  W. — We  have  not  much  to  report 
this  week,  only  Mr.  Davis  weighing-in  roach.  All 
members  who  are  interested  in  their  club  are  earnestly 
asked  to  be  in  their  places  on  Wednesday  evening  next, 
when  business  of  the  most  vital  importance  will  be  put 
before  them  which  affects  everyone. — Alfred  A. 
Livebsage. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddslton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road. — The  match  at  Witham  went 
off  very  well,  all  the  prizes  being  taken.  Double  events  : 
E.  Gay,  1st  ; J.  Key,  2nd  ; G.  Holder,  3rd  ; C.  Black- 
man, 4th  ; J.  Bnrwash,  5th  ; J.  Croker,  consolation.  On 
Tuesday  last  the  it  i lutes  were  confirmed  ; Mr.  Carpenter 
in  the  chair.— J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society. — The  members 
competed  for  three  special  prizes  on  the  1st  inst,  at 
Ware.  Not  one  member  succeeded  in  taking  the 
required  weight.  These  prizes  will  consequently  be 
fished  for  again  on  the  15th  inst.  between  Burnt  Mill  and 
Harlow.  The  members  also  competed  for  four  special 
prizes  on  Wednesday  last  at  St.  Margaret's.  Only  one 
member  ( Mr.  H.  C.  Wheatley)  succeeded  in  taking  a 
prize  ; the  remaining  three,  and  one  added  prize,  will  be 
fished  for  at  Sbiplake  on  Wednesday,  the  18th  inst.  On 
WeLesay,  the  4th  inst.,  Mr.  C.  Hayward  had  201b.  lloz. 
of  roach Mr.  H.  Butt,  151b.  4|oz.  of  roach ; Mr.  W. 
Clarke  had  reach  ; and  Mr.  J.  Poole,  perch.  The  next 
return  visit  (No.  1 Eastern  District)  will  he  to  this 
society  on  Wednesday  evening  next,  the  11th  inst.,  at 
nine  o’clock,  on  which  occasion  we  shall  be  very  jileased 
to  see  any  angling  friend. — H.  B. 

Junior  Piscatorial  Society,  New  Cross  Inn,  New 
Cross-road,  S.E. — Several  members  were  out  on  the  1st 
inst,,  but  only  two  brought  home  fish,  viz.,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Freeman,  a nice  show  of  tench,  perch,  and  roach  from 
Slough,  heaviest  tench  lib.  9oz.  ; Mr.  W.  Kapkin,  roach, 
from  Slough. — W.  W.  C. 

Lady  of  tlie  Lake  Angling  Association,  Queen 
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of  Plngland,  Goldliawk-road,  W. — Wo  had  a nice  bIiow 
of  barbel,  roach,  and  dace  on  the  1st  inst.,  contributed 
by  the  followiiipf  members;  Messrs.  0.  J.  Carter, 

G.  Baldwin,  P.  Salter.  F.  Newcornbe,  and  A.  B.  Mason. 

I would  call  inember.s’  attent  ion  to  Buie  7.— S.  Burton. 

Lincoln  Angling'  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street.—On  the  1st  inst.  only  one  member 
weighed  fish— Mr.  Irish,  roach.  Blr.  Gill  was  proposed 
a working  member,  and  will  bo  balloted  for  next  week. 

W.  Watlino. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association. — At  our  outing 
last  week  to  a Cheshire  mere  Mr.  Till  c Might  a fine  pike 
which  weighed  13Jlb.,  and  several  smaller  ones  were 
taken,  but  the  fish  generally  were  quite  off  the  feed,  a,nd 
most  of  the  creels  were  “ returned  empties.”  An  outing 
took  place  on  the  5th  inst.,  particulars  of  which  will  be 
given  next  week. — B.  Woolfall. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Railway  Tavern 
King  Henry’s  Walk.— We  had  a fair  attendance  of 
members  on  Tuesday,  and  a match  is  arranged  to  take 
place  at  Langford  Hall,  on  Oct.  15,  for  special  prizes  ; 
one  rod  only  to  be  taken.  I hope  members  will  please 
show  up  on  Tuesday  next. — J.  Comber. 

Mitre  Brothers,  Kingsgate-street,  Holborn.— We 
beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  subscriptions  received 
re  Talbot  Fund  from  the  following  clubs  and  members  ; 
Original  Alexandra,  4s.;  Antwerp,  3s.  ; Clerkenwell 
Piscatorials,  5s.  ; Funny  Folks,  5s.  ; Cliftonville,  5s. ; 
Mr.  G.  Goodings,  5s.  ; and  Mr.  Timmins  (private  col- 
lection), .£7  Os.  fid.— A.  Toplis. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  143, 

Green-street.— Our  members  were  out  on  the  1st  inst. 
Peg-down  at  Cheshunt— and  at  weighing-in  time  the 
following  were  declared  prize  winners  : — C.  Lamb,  1st ; 
C.  Drawbridge,  2nd;  G.  Hubbard,  3rd.  Special  meeting 
Oct.  8.  I hope  all  members  will  show  up  to  take  part 
in  the  same.  — A.  Lewis. 

North  Lambeth  Angling  Society,  IOC,  West- 
minster Bridge-road,  S.E  — On  Oct.  1 the  following 
weighed-in  ; — Mr.  W.  Koutledge,  roach  ; Blr.  G.  Kirk, 
dace.  The  result  of  the  September  prizes  is  as  follows  : 
Mr.  G.  Pruden,  1st ; Blr.  T.  Daws,  2nd  ; Blr.  E.  Rowe, 
3rd;  the  4th  prize  was  not  taken.  The  honorary 
members’  prize  was  won  by  Mr.  W.  Eoutledge.  Other 
members  also  weighed-in  fish. — T.  Daws. 

North  London  Angling  Club,  Tap  House,  Hollo- 
way-road.— On  the  1st  inst.  the  members  of  the  above 
fished  at  Ware  for  four  prizes,  three  of  which  were  won 
by  Mr.  Jocelyn,  Mr.  Hughes,  and  Blr.  Greg,  with  roach 
(heaviest  fish  15Joz  ).  Mr.  Greg  had  his  camera  with 
him,  and  to  ;k  a photo  of  the  members,  which  turned 
out  most  successful.  The  members  have  voted  5s.  to 
. the  funds  for  the  preservation  and  re-stoeking  of  public 
waters  — H.  Stretch. 

Feckham  Brothers  Angling  Society.  — Our 

members  were  out  on  the  1st  inst.,  fishing  a match  at 
Byfleet,  when  the  prizes  were  taken  by  Mr.  Royal  and 
Mr.  Tozer.  Our  next  match  takes  place  at  St.  Mar- 
garet’s, on  Oct.  15,  when  I should  like  to  see  as  many 
members  turn  up  as  can  make  it  possible  to  attend. 

G.  Etherington. 

' Park  Angling  Society. — On  Sept.  24  Blr.  Coldwell 
weighed-in  some  very  nice  bream  ; Lewis,  roach  ; Gibb, 
roach ; Mr.  Thompson,  perch ; Sargant,  roach  ; Mr. 
Payne,  roach.  On  Oct.  1,  Mr.  (Jates,  jack  ; Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Roberts,  roach. — W.  Skeggs. 

Fenge  Angling  Society,  Lord  Palmerston,  Blaple- 
road,  Penge,  S.E. — Our  members  had  an  outing  at  our 
club  water  on  Oct.  1.,  but,  owing  to  the  state  of  the 
water  the  takes  were  small.  Owing  to  the  illness  of 
our  late  hon.  seeretary,  Mr.  W.  F.  Field  was  duly 
elected  secretary  of  our  society.  I beg  to  inform 
members  that  a 10s.  fid.  prize  has  been  given  for  the 
heaviest  jack  taken  during  the  month  of  October. 

W.  F.  Field. 

Fhcenix  Angling  Society,  Crown,  Pancras-road, 
N.W. — On  the  1st  inst.  several  members  had  fish,  the 
most  notable  being  Mr.  Carrs,  who  had  241b.  5oz.  bream, 
and  two  roach,  11b.  8joz.  and  11b.  9Joz.,  which  he  gave 
to  the  club  for  preservation.  Three  prizes  will  be  angled 
for  on  Oct.  8 ; members  to  go  where  they  like ; all  fish 
to  weigh.  Messrs.  Heelas  and  Bouttler  were  elected 
auditors : Messrs.  Carr  and  Boxall  as  trustees.  £5 
depo.-ited  in  the  Post  Office  last  quarter.  H.  W. 
Morgan. 

Fixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street.  New  Kent-road.  — Mr.  Wrigglesworth 
and  Mr.  Mitchell  weighed-in  roach  and  dace  on  the 
1st  inst.  Mr.  T.  Line  weighed-in,  on  Wednesday  last, 
barbel,  bream,  roach  and  dace.  All  the  above  from  the 
Thames,  I hope  all  members  will  turn  up  on  our 
return  visit  night.  — E.  Ptne. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur, 
Golborne-road,  N.  W. — Members  will  please  take  notice 
that,  on  Wednesday  next,  Oct.  11,  there  will  be  a special 
meeting  for  the  transaction  of  important  business.  All 
members  not  present  will  be  fined.  The  roll  will  be 
called  at  nine  o’clock  sharp. — J.  H. 

Prince  of  'Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Cuurch-street,  Edgware-road. — On  the  30th  ult. 
the  following  weighed-in : Blr.  Brock,  one  perch  and 
roach  ; Robins,  dace  and  roach  ; Hayden,  dace  and  roach  ; 
and  Wilson,  roach.  Blonday  being  quarterly  night  the 
members  mustered  in  strong  force,  when  the  chairman 
distributed  cur  first  list  of  prizes  to  the  members 
in  order  named  : Messrs.  Guy,  Porter,  Short,  W.  Peii- 
son,  Robins,  Brock,  and  Whitford.  Mr.  Robins  also 
won  a prize,  gross  weight  for  first  three  months.  The 
retiring  officers  were  re-elected  with  the  exception  of 
late  chairman  (Mr.  Brett),  who  succeeds  Mr.  Claydon 
as  check  secretary,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Bartholomew  will 
officiate  as  chairman  for  the  ensuing  quarter.  Match  at 
Windsor  on  Oct.  8,  start  by  8.25  train  from  Paddington. 


I am  requested  to  tender  our  sincere  thanks  to  the 
Maldon  Angling  Society  for  Iheir  courtesy  to  one  of  our 
membcr.s  on  the  occasion  of  his  fishing  the  new  water 
at  Langford. — W. 

B,oyal  George  Angling  Society,  Baternan-street, 
Soho.— On  Oct.  1 the  following  weighed-in : Messrs 
Webber,  Rawson,  Cavers,  Gibbons.  We  had  a very  good 
attendance  on  BVednesday  last,  and  got  through  a deal 
of  business.  I wish  to  see  a large  attendance  on  next 
meeting  night,  ss  we  have  arranged  an  outing  lor 
October  29,  and  intend  proposing  where  to  fish  for  some 
very  valuable  prizes. — J.  Gibbons. 

St.  Luke’s  Brothers. -Several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  Oct.  1,  and  we  bad  a very  fair  show  of 
Blr.  Twitching.s  weighing-in  jack,  perch,  and  roach  ; B4r. 
Johns,  roach  ; Blr.  Jones,  roach ; and  several  others  who 
had  fish  weighed  in.— G.  Young.  _ . . „ j 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eafle,  Stangate-street,  Lambeth. — Result  of  fishing  at 
Aniberley  for  the  prizes  on  Oct.  1 : Mr.  J.  Wright  took 
second  of  the  series,  largest  roach  11b.  Z^oz.  ; Mr.  Wink 
third,  largest  roach  lib.  7oz.,  from  the  water  rented  by 
the  Central  Association.  The  two  remaining  prizoa  will 
be  fished  for  at  Aniberley  on  the  8th.  On  the  -.stli  ult. 
Blr.  J.  T.  Wright  had  a good  show  of  fish  trom  the 
Bledway,  consisting  of  jack,  carp,  roach,  and  •la-oo-  I 
am  very  pleased  to  state  that  Mr.  Horace^Howard  had  on 
the  1st  inst.  another  specimen  dace.  He  is  the  champion 
specimen  fish  taker  this  season  as  a member  of  this 
club.  I have  great  pleasure  to  announce  that  Mr.  Ernest 
Heniing  was  duly  elected  an  honorary  member.  Mr.  J. 

T.  Wright,  on  Tuesday,  brought  up  a show  of  barbel 
and  roach  from  the  Thames. — J.  Wright. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Nevill  Arms,  Nevill- 
road.  Stoke  Newington.— On  Wednesday  evening  we  had 
a good  muster  of  members,  and  club  business  was  well 
attended  to.  I shall  be  pleased  to  see  several  absentees 
who  have  not  yet  weigbed-in,  and  to  call  their  attention 
to  Rule  10,  which  is  very  important  to  them.  We  are 
open  to  receive  a few  more  good  members  should  any 
gentleman  want  to  join  a good  club,  all  particulars  can 
be  had  at  the  clubhouse,  or  of  the  secretary.  We  fish 
for  specimen  fish  only,  no  gross  weight. — J.  Laming. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  Grafton-street,  Tottenham  Court-road.  The 
following  members  had  fish  on  the  1st  inst  : Messrs. 
Barnes,  roach  and  dace,  121b.  2joz.  ; Aldis,  tench, 
bream,  and  roach,  51b.  Ifoz.,  one  tench  31b.  3Joz.  ; 
Petrie,  roach,  21b.  4^oz. ; C.  Holmes,  roach,  11b.  IO5OZ. 
— C.  B.  Lumbt. 

Shepherd’s  Bush  Angling  Association,  Bush 
Hotel,  Shepherd’s  Bush  Green,  W. — In  addition  to  those 
previously  reported,  specimen  prizes  have  Veen  won  by 
the  president  for  barbel,  (Jib.  S^oz.  ; Mr.  C.  J,  Benwell, 
rudd,  11b.  llfoz.  ; he  also  had  another,  lib.  9joz.  ; and 
Mr.  Rogers,  fly  fishing,  chub,  31b.  4ioz.  Mr.  Powe  s 
roach,  11b. 4oz.,  is  the  best  up  to  the  present.  There  has 
been  a steady  weighing-in  of  fish,  so  that  we  are  ahead 
of  last  year’s  total  at  this  date.  During  the  past  week 
the  president  bad  111b.  13oz.  of  roach  and  dace,  and  the 
honorai’y  secretary  61b.  7oz.  The  next  competition  will 
be  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  18.  lOs.  6d.  was  voted  to  the 
Preservation  Fund. — C.  B. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head 
Maiden-lane. — On  Oct.  1 Messrs.  Massey,  Puttock,  and 
Smaleshad  chub,  perch,  roach,  and  dace. — Pelican. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Pollard’s- 
row.— The  members  of  the  above  were  out  on  the  1st 
infct.,  and  the  following  weighed-in  ; Mr.  Harris,  a good 
show  of  bream  ; Blr.  Rosamond,  nice  show  of  bream ; 
Mr.  BI.  A.  Blarks,  a fine  show  of  roach  and  perch. — T. 

^^South  London  'United  Anglers’  'Visiting  List. 

— The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  be  paid  to  the 
Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Rising  San, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road.  For  notice  of  date  see 
their  club  report. — A.  Conn. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Stepney.— The  following  members  weighed-in  on 
the  1st  inst.  : Blr.  Hornblower,  roach,  bream,  and 
tench  ; Blr.  Wocdford,  bream  ; Mr.  Huxell,  roach  ; Mr. 
W.  Smith,  bream ; Mr.  H.  Smith,  roach  and  dace. 
Members  please  not  to  forget  the  match  on  Oct.  8 at 
Maldon,  all  pegged  down. — G.  Marrows. 

■Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  Vauxhall  Cross.— Several  of  ours  were  out  on 
the  1st.  The  following  had  fish  : Blr.  Clegg,  roach  and 
dace  ; Mr.  Betts,  roach.  We  had  a good  meeting  on 
the  3rd,  Mr.  Phillips  in  the  chair.  Our  match,  which 
was  to  have  taken  place  at  Maldon,  has  been  withdrawn  ; 
but  it  will  take  place  at  Twickenham,  from  the  Ferry  to 
Teddington  Look,  in  the  15th,  roving.  Mr.  Pain  has 
given  fourteen  days’  notice  for  alteration  of  Riile  15. 
Members  please  take  notice,  all  who  wish  to  fish  in  the 
match  must  give  in  their  names  by  the  10th  ; important. 

Q 

■WalKam  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 

Odell  Arms,  Limerston-btreet,  S.W. — The  members  of 
the  above  held  their  usual  weekly  meeting,  Mr.  G.  Powe 
presiding.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were 
read  and  confirmed,  and  general  business  transacted. 
Since  my  last  the  following  members  have  weighed-in  : 
Messrs.  Templeman,  T.  Coombe,  and  C.  Coombe  ; other 
members  have  been  out,  but  have  not  weighed-in. 
Wednesday  next  will  be  quarterly  night— E.  Sutchall. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers’  Arms, 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road. — On  the  1st  inst. 
the  following  members  had  fish  : — Mr.  Mercer,  jack  ; 
Mr  Backhouse,  jack  and  roach  ; Mr.  Sullivan,  roach 
and  dace  ; Mr.  Burton,  roach  ; Mr.  Edwards,  roach  ; Blr. 
Harden,  sen.,  perch  ; Blr  Kirtland,  roach,  winning  the 
last  prize  from  last  outing.  The  next  outing  will  take 


place  at  Windsor,  roving,  all  to  fish  from  to'v-iiath,  on 

Oct.  8.  t u 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Loach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stralford.— At  our  mitchon 
the  30th  inst.  the  following  members  took  the  money 
prizes  and  a prize  given  by  Mr.  Soworbutts  i irst,  Mr. 
W.  Cox,  with  41b.  4oz.  of  roach  ; second,  Mr.  W.  l ass- 
more,  with  41b.  of  roach  ; third,  Mr.  O.  Lloyd,  Ub.  (>>z.  ; 
fourth,  Mr.  F.  Humfryes,  lib.  3Joz.  ; fifth,  fc . Homer, 
13ioz.  ; sixth,  T.  Kenny,  lljoz.  ; seventh,  Blr.  vV^  CrU- 
pett,  GJoz.  ; Mr.  J.  Newton,  31b.  Joz.  of  roach  ; Mr.  K. 
Simmons,  21b.  4joz.  of  roach.  The  last  two  members  not 
in  the  match.  The  monthly  meeting  will  take  idace  on 
Wednesday  next  (Oct.  11). — R.  Lowther. 

Westminster  Angling  Society.  — On  the  1st 
inst.,  Mr.  Bean  had  pereh,  Mr.  Parsons  roach,  and  Mr. 
Bartbell  roach.  On  Tuesday  last  a general  meeting 
was  held  to  arrange  match  for  honorary  members,  to  be 
held  at  Windsor,  Oct.  22,  for  two  prizes  a gold  pin  for 
first,  and  rod  for  seconil,  and  also  a club  match  to  be 
held’ Oct.  8,  at  Horley,  for  three  prizes,  all  members  to 
meet  the  7 a.m.  train  from  Victoria,  and  fish  Mrs.  Chart  s 
meaLws  only.  Any  gentleman  wishing  to  join  please 
apply  Secretary,  Windsor  Castle,  Francis-street,  West- 
minster.— J.  G.  


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a list  of  piscatorial  patents,  which  is 
supplied  to  ns  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hnghes, 
Registered  Patent  Agents,  and  Attorneys  for  British, 
Colonial,  and  Foreign  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade 
Marks,  76,  Chancery-lane,  Holborn,  W.C.  All  inquiries 
answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers  : 
Application  eor  Patent. 

17,863.  Army  and  Navy  Co-operative  Society  Limited, 
and  Oliver  Schofield  Ruddock,  of  London,  for 
Improvements  in  winches  or  reels  for 
fishing-rods. 

Specification  Published. 

21  433  (1892L  Traces  for  fishing  purposes.  Patentee, 

’ Mr.  S.  Alloook.  The  invention  consists  in 

the  adaiitation  of  a wire  cord  in  the  place 
of  the  gimp  or  gut  generally  used.  'The 
cord  is  made  of  a number  of  very  fine  wire 
strands  twisted  together.  The  combination 
of  the  “fineness”  of  the  wire,  together 
with  the  “ number  ” of  the  wire  strands, 
producing  the  needful  strength  and  flexibility 
of  the  cord. 


SUBIMER  FLY  FISHING. 

’Tis  a fine  fishing  morn,  and  the  ha'vthorn  s scent 
Prevades  the  balmy  air, 

When  the  wary  fly-fisher  on  sport  is  bent. 

To  tempt  the  trout  from  his  lair. 

Clear  flows  the  stream  which  the  angler  loves. 

Blue  is  the  summer  sky, 

In  woods  adjacent  are  cooing  doves, 

As  he  brings  out  his  tempting  fly. 

On  the  waters  fast  then  the  lure  is  cast, 

And  is  watched  with  a keen,  cool  eye  ; 

Then,  struck  with  a dash,  like  a lightning  flash. 
And  the  trout  is  doomed  to  die. 

Up  stream  he  dashes  free  to  get, 

But  is  checked  with  a steady  hand  ; 

He’s  shown  the  butt,  and  soon  in  net 
Is  safely  brought  to  land. 

So  on  through  the  day  the  angler  goes. 

Picking  up  fish  by  fish,  _ 

Bronzed,  happy,  and  brown,  at  sundown  s close 
He  shows  a priceless  dish. 

Luck,  then,  to  the  Drake,  March  Brown,  and  Gnat, 
And  the  Palmer’s  lovely  hackle  ; 

Luck  to  the  Quill  worn  in  the  hat, 

The  supple  fly-rod  and  tackle. 

No  sport  compares,  on  moor  or  hill 
To  angling  with  the  fly  ; 

So  give  me  the  man  who  his  brace  can  kill, 

No  matter  wet  or  dry.  Lock. 


Statistics  regarding  the  tides  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy 
are  so  startling  as  to  seem  almost  incredible,  says  a, 
writer  in  Scribner’s.  At  Grand  Manan  the  fall  is  from 
twelve  to  fifteen  feet;  at  Lubec  and  Eastport,  twenty 
feet  • at  St.  John,  from  twenty-four  to  thirty  feet ; at  Blonc- 
ton,  on  the  bend  of  the  Petitcodiac,  seventy  feet ; while 
the’distance  between  high  and  low  water  mark  on  the 
Cobequid  river  is  twelve  miles  the  river  actually  beiug 
twelves  miles  longer  at  high  than  at  low  water.  Vessels 
can  be  run  up  so  far  on  the  flood,  in  this  river  and  in 
the  Avon,  that  the  ebb  will  leave  them  high  and  dry  for 
sixteen  hours,  so  that  they  can  be  repaired  between  the 
tides. 

Codfish  Balls.— Codfish  balls,  when  well-made,  are 
always  an  acceptable  dish,  but  it  is  not  every  cwk  who 
succeeds  in  making  them  light  and  just  right.  The  fish 
must  be  picked  fine  and  freshened  sufficiently.  Then 
mashed  potatoes  and  fisli  in  equal  parts  are  put 
together  and  well  beaten,  after  which  a few  tablespoon- 
fuls  of  cream  and  a piece  of  butter  are  put  iu  wi^  a 
little  pepper.  This  must  be  well  beaten  a^ain,  when 
the  balls  are  shaped  and  fried  in  very  hot  fat.  In 
freshening  codfish  it  is  as  well  to  put  it  on  the  back  of 
the  range  for  a quarter  or  half  hour  before  picking  it 
apart,  and  it  is  necessary  to  mash  and  beat  the  potatoes 
well  separately  and  then  beat  all  the  ingredients  well 
together.  The  success  of  fishballa  lies  in  their  being 
light  and  smooth,  as  well  as  well-seasoned. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


[October  7,  1893 


Price  Is.  6d. 


Post  free  to  any  address  on  receipt  of  postage 
stamps  value 


Is.  7d. 


Just 


reaJif,  Price 


15s. 


A CHARMING  OLEOGRAPH  THE  BOOK  OF  THE  HORSE. 


PRINTED  IN  SIXTEEN  COLOURS,  Entitled— 

“AN  EVENING’S  FISHING” 

The  picture  represents  a brace  or  two  of  Trout  just  caught,  after  the  Original  Painting  by  the  late 
T.  G.  TAEGETT,  in  possession  of  the  Editor  of  the  F1SHIN8  Gazette. 


By  iS.  SXDNB'V'. 

Thoroaghly  Revised  and  brought  up  to  date  by  James  Sinclair  and 

W.  C.  A.  Blew. 

With  17  Full-page  Collotyjte  Plates  of  Celebrated  Horses  of  the 
' Hay,  specially  produced  for  this  Edition,  and  numerous  other 
Illustrations. 


LONDON:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  & CO,  LIMITED. 

ST.  DUNSTAN’S  HOUSE,  FETTER  LANE,  LONDON,  E.C. 

HomocEA 


The  FISHERMAN’S  FRIEND 


I This  Entirely  New  Edition  has  the  advantage  of  being  thoroughly  revised  by 
I Mr.  James  Sinclair  and  Mr.  W.  C.  A.  Blew,  who  are  officially  connected  with  the 
leading  agricultural  journals.  A considerable  portion  of  this  work  has  been  rewritten 
I and  the  whole  of  the  important  sections  relating  to  breeding,  management,  ridmg, 
I driving,  and  hunting  have  been  carefully  revised  and  amended  where  necessary. 

[ CASSELL  & COMPANY,  Limited,  Ludgate  Hill,  London. 


AN  ENTIRELY  NEW  AND  IMPORTANT  WORK  OF 
REFERENCE, 


Now  ready,  Part  I.,  Price  7d. 


NO  gnat  or  midget  troubles  the  man  who  uses 
Homocea  when  fishing ; where  it  is  they  won’t 
come,  being  aromatic  in  its  odour ; it  is  very  pleasant ' 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  14th,  1893. 

SCOTCH  SALMON  RIVERS. 

THE  1893  BACK-END  ANGLING. 


LVecd,  whoso  hack-ond  is  only  now  commencing, 
may  cause,  as  it  has  caused  in  recent  years,  the 
Scotcli  season  for  salmon  angling  to  end  with 
a brave  flourish.  The  “old  Border  river,”  like 
the  Heathen  Chinee,  is  jieculiar — -peculiar  and 
essentially  differing  from  most  other  Scotch 
ivers  in  respect  of  its  fishing  and  migrations  of 
fish.  Hence  it  may  so  turn  out  that  its  now 
commencing  back-end  will  be  the  great  feature  of 
the  year’s  salmon  angling  in  Scotland,  and  stand 
out  a signal  and  brilliant  exception  to  the  rule,  or 
results  obtained  on  almost  all  the  other  rivers. 
Should  this  come  about  the  fact  will  be  pretty 
much  on  a par  with  the  generally  distributed 
wonderful  head  of  sea-trout  as  compared  with 
the  almost  unprecedented  scarcity  of  grilse  in 
Scotch  waters  generally  in  one  and  the  same 
year — this  present  year. 

The  geographical  bounds  within  which  three- 
fourths  of  the  Scotch  back-end  rivers  are  con- 
tained may  be  said  to  extend  in  perfect  continuity 
along  the  east  coast,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ness 
at  Inverness  to  the  embouchure  of  the  Tweed  at 
Berwick-on-Tweed.  The  remainder  of  this 
class  of  rivers  is  found  in  the  south-east  of  the 
other  side  of  the  country,  the  more  important  of 
them  running  to  and  emptying  into  the  Solway 
Firth.  It  thus  has  to  be  understood  that  save  in 
the  east  coast  districts  south  of  the  Ness,  and  in 
the  region  of  the  west  coast  south  of  the  Firth 
of  Clyde,  rivers  are  not  to  be  found  in  Scotland 
that  possess  in  the  autumn  for  six  or  seven  weeks 
a strong,  and  with  swimming  water  and  weather 
pretty  constant  a fairly  continuous,  run  of  large, 
bright,  vigorous  fish,  as  opposed  to  (generally) 
small,  dark,  delayed,  and  insipid  fish,  not  the 
least  good  for  sport  or  the  table.  Emptying  into 
the  North  Sea  or  Firths  thereof,  the  back-end 
salmon  rivers  of  the  east  coast,  if  the  Ness,  the 
most  northerly,  is  commenced  with,  follow  one 
another  “ down  south  ” to  the  Border  in  the 
following  order : Ness,  Nairn,  Findhorn,  Spey, 
Lossie,  Deveron,  TJgie,  Ythan,  Don,  Dee,  North 
Esk,  South  Esk,  Tay  (with  its  tributaries  Earn 
and  Garry),  Forth,  and  Tweed  (with  its  tributary 
Teviot).  The  Nairn,  the  Lossie,  and  the  Ugie, 
are  not,  although  true  autumn  salmon  run  them, 
of  so  great  account  for  salmon  angling  as  for  the 
sport  got  on  them — often  wonderfully  good — 
with  sea-trout  and  grilse  iii  the  fall.  Of,  as 


By  W.  Murdoch. 

. Reports  from  the  different  waters  that  reach  me 
from  time  to  time  lead  me  to  greatly  fear  that 
the  present  year’s  season  on  the  autumn  salmon 
rivers  of  Scotland  as  a whole  is  very  unlikely  to 
be  up  to  the  usual  in  respect  of  the  catch  of  fish 
by  the  rod.  From  the  present  time  but  little 
more  than  a fortnight  has  now  to  go  for  angling 
on  the  greater  bulk  of  the  back-end  rivers,  while 
to-day  comes  about  the  termination  of  the  time  for 
sport  or  the  close  of  the  rod  season  on  several  of 
the  larger  and  more  prolific  of  their  number. 
Coupling  these  facts — of  the  season  being  done 
in  the  case  of  several,  and  wearing  well  through 
in  the  case  of  three-fourths  of  the  rivers — with 
the  fact  that  on  not  even  a single  river  has  there 
yet  been  obtained  ■ over  all  its  autumn  lengths 
grand,  or,  for  that  matter,  good,  sport  for  a full 
week  on  end,  and  further  taking  into  account  as 
experience  has  well  taught  the  uncertainty  of  the 
weather  and  the  angling  during  the  latter  part  of 
October,  it  does  seem  pretty  conclusive  to  me 
that  the  bulk  of  the  angling  proprietors  will  have 
to  class  the  back-end  of  1893  as  one  less  produc- 
tive of  sport  than  the  average  on  their  fisheries. 

Perhaps,  as  were  the  grilse  of  the  year,  the 
autumn  salmon  are  to  be  a scarce  or  short  crop 
pretty  much  all  round.  Who  knows  but  the 


rule,  less  size  than  either  of  the  three  named, 
other  main  streams  and  tributaries  of  the  east 
coast  districts  that  are  grand  for  sea-trout 
angling  in  the  back-end,  with  the  water  suiting, 
are:  Fiddoch,  Philorth,  Water  of  Cruden,  Black- 
water,  Bronie,  Bbrie,  Bervie,  West  Water,  Eden 
and  Esk.  The  chief  of  the  south-west  of  Scot- 
land autumn  salmon  rivers  are  : Annan,  Urr,  Esk, 
Dee,  Cree,  and  Luce.  Having  thus  indicated — 
and  for  the  purpose  of  affording  the  non- 
acquainted  exact  information — in  a brief  yet  full 
manner,  where  in  Scotland  all  the  rivers  and 
streams  are  that  naturally  have  in  them  the  true 
seasonal  migration  in  the  autumn  of  fish,  whether 
salmon  or  sea-trout  or  finnock,  or  all  the  three 
together,  I now  come  to  say  something  about  the 
fishing,  as  up  to  date  it  has  been  found,  on  a 
number  of  the  rivers  this  autumn. 

The  Tay — whose  anglers  have  now  to  cut  their 
stick  and  ivish  or  pray  for  better  sport  in  future 
on  this  grand  river — has,  many  must  regret 
yielded  far  short  of  its  usual  head  of  fish  to  the 
rods  as  a whole.  Too  long,  much  too  long  indeed 
was  the  rain  in  coming  on  in  sufficient  copious- 
ness to  put  the  river  into  prime  angling  fettle,  and 
to  this  fact  has  to  be  attributed  in  a very  great 
degree  the  almost  complete  failure  of  anglers  to 
obtain  anything  like  the  expected  sport,  until 
early  last  week,  when,  following  on  a rise  of  the 
water  with  which  a splendid  run  of  fish  took 
place,  some  “ harlers  ” got  in  amongst  them  and 
made  rattling  big  scores.  Since  then  numbers 
of  very  fine  takes  on  some  of  the  beats  have 
pretty  frequently  been  obtained,  but  with  the 
season  about  finished  this  greatly  improved  con- 
dition of  matters  has  come  about  only  when  all 
too  late  to  admit  of  much  impression  being  made 
in  wiping  off  the  long  leeway. 

The  Spey  angling,  taken  along  the  whole  of 
the  river’s  autumn  reaches,  has  been  very  back- 
ward. Off  and  on,  there  have  been  several  capital 
runs  of  salmon,  amongst  which  the  ducal  party 
from  Gordon  Castle,  Fochabers,  have  done  noble 
execution.  But  by  reason  of  the  greater  head  of 
fish  having  shown  an  unusually  marked  inclina- 


tion not  to  run  on,  but  to  stick  in  the  Duke’s  ton 
or  a dozen  miles  of  river,  the  rods  on  the  farther 
iiland  reaches  generally  have  had — at  least  until 
the  beginning  of  the  present  week — worse  luck 
by  a good  way  than  is  usual  in  the  autumn.  Up 
to  the  time  of  writing,  the  best  takes,  as  also  the 
heaviest  fish,  that  I had  heard  of  were  reported 
from  the  lower  lengths,  or  Richmond  and  Gordon 
fishery,  whereon  a 3.5-pounder  was  mentioned  as 
the  heaviest  fish  caught,  and  a score  of  twelve 
fish  to  one  rod  in  a day  as  being  the  record. 
However,  since  then  both  a heavier  fish  and  a 
better  record  have  doubtless  been  secured.  As 
with  his  nets  so  to  his  rods  the  Duke  always  has 
the  lion’s  share  of  the  Spey  fish,  and  he  gets  it 
too  without  a grudge  from  anyone. 

Although  by  no  means  the  earliest  of  the  back- 
end salmon  rivers  the  Deveron  this  year  began 
the  earliest  (for  it)  to  afford  what  in  respect  of  its- 
reputation  is  considered  good  autumn  salmon 
angling.  Early  in  the  season  lots  of  rain  fell  in 
its  water  catchment  area,  and,  thus  freshened,  its 
waters  encouraged  shoals  of  fish  to  approach  the 
coast  line  near  its  mouth.  When  waiting  to  . 
ascend,  these  fish,  in  the  nick  of  time  for  anglers, 
got  the  opportunity  and  headed  up  during  and 
with  the  falling  in  of  the  great  flood  that  took 
place  quite  three  weeks  ago.  All  Deveron-side, 
previously  well  moistured,  was  perfectly  saturated 
with  the  rain,  and  so  the  river  was  kept  in  fine 
angling  and  fish-ascending  trim,  up  to  early  in 
the  present  week.  Several  times,  too,  good 
plashes  of  rain  fell  in  the  uplands  during  this 
period,  hence  with  the  freshenings  these  brought 
about  the  fish  distributed  themselves  over  a 
great  length  of  river,  some  of  them  reaching  and 
lieing  caught  beyond  Huntly,  where  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  and  Gordon’s  long  stretch  of  water, 
generously  gifted  to  the  public  for  angling,  has 
yielded  a good  many  nice  late  runners. 
Gudgeoners  have  scored  famously  on  several 
of  the  beats,  and  many  grand  fish  have 
succumbed  to  the  phantom,  but  this  is  not 
ecjuivalent  to  saying  that  the  fly,  used  the  most 
and  a nailer  to  the  nines  on  the  Deveron,  has  not 
accounted  for  the  greater  share  of  the  fish 
brought  to  bank.  Lots  of  the  rods  have  had 
takes' of  fours  and  fives  for  days  on  end,  whilst 
two  or  three  greater  takes,  all  of  big  fish,  are 
reported.  On  the  Forglen,  Duff  House,  and 
other  seaward  sections,  several  fish  each  running 
about  301b.  weight  have  been  secured,  Sir 
Robert’s  Forglen  water  giving  the  best  and 
heaviest  of  these,  a model-shaped,  capital-con- 
ditioned 38-pounder. 

With  its  crop  of  fish  almost  exterminated  by 
the  frightful  netting,  no  wonder  that  the  lovely 
Findhorn,  once  so  prolific  of  salmon,  gets  worse 
in  its  angling  every  back-end.  True,  a long- 
interval,  a fitful  revival  of  sport  may  come 
about,  but  this  back-end,  which  terminated 
several  days  ago,  it  has  not  been  manifest ; and 
the  array  of  red,  purple,  and  claret  hooks,  of  the 
Spey  type  but  gaudier,  which  in  former  times 
did  such  wonders,  and  are  still  stuck  to,  have 
every  one  of  them,  failed  to  prove  enticers  of 
worth-mentioning  merit.  Sport  has  simply  been 
wretched  for  such  a river — a model  sporting  High- 
land river,  with  its  unrivalled  scenery  and  grand 
rushing  rocky  streams  and  pools,  ideal  holds 
for  the  monarch  of  the  stream.  But  though  the 
salmon  may  revel  in  the  picturesque,  may 
the  peat-brown  water  under  the  ledging  rock,  and 
may  experience  the  essence  of  delight  in  the 
dash  and  sparkle  of  the  stream,  all  his  reveli^, 
love,  and  delight  do  not  safeguard  him  from  the 
remorseless  netter  and  the  powerful  potency  or 
ttie  hemp  fly.  Thus  it  is  that  the  stately  saltuor^ 
of  the  majestic  Findhorn  is  doomed  to  partial,  if 
not  complete,  extinction,  and  thus  it  is  that  the 
Fiudhorn’s  back-end  anglmg  stands  to-day  as  but 
a mere  shadow  of  itself  of  twenty  years  ago. 

(To  he  coritinued.) 


Mr  C.  W.  Gedney,  fishing  an  Irish  river  for 
salmon,  has  this  week  taken  a pike  measuring 
42in  long,  19in.  in  girth,  and  weighing  something 
over  201b.  This  pike  gave  splendid  sport,  taking 
half  an  hour  to  kill,  on  a sixteen-foot  salmon  rod. 
Messrs.  Cooper  are  setting  the  fish  up. 
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STRAY  CASTS. 

{Continued  from  page  249  ) 

By  Mona. 

Having  everything  to  learn,  however,  Tom 
started  under  disadvantages.  Varying  conditions 
of  weather  and  water  baffled  him  cruelly,  and 
many  and  ludicrous  were  his  mistakes,  while  he 
persisted  in  elevating  the  most  transparent  ex- 
ceptions into  infallible  rules  in  the  most  obstinate 
and  exasperating  manner.  Fishing  the  Suironce 
with  Jack  Doran,  an  old  gillie  of  his,  he  killed  a 
trout  on  a perfectly  calm,  bright  day  in  a deep, 
still  pool  with  a fly,  and  immediately  took  to 
ridiculing  all  adverse  opinion  of  such  water  and 
weather.  But  time  and  experience  have  by  this 
time  nearly  driven  Tom  into  the  orthodox  groove, 
though  he  does  like  now  and  again  to  run  a tilt 
at  some  time-honoured  ordinance  of  the  craft. 

But  old  Doran  loves  to  tell  the  story  of  the 
Suir  trout.  “ Sure,  it  was  a blazing  hot  day, 
without  a breath,  when  the  master  says  to  me, 
‘ Jack,  we’ll  go  and  have  a cast  for  a trout.’  ‘ Is 
it  mad  your  honour  is,’  says  I,  ‘such  a day  as 
that  ?’  and  I burst  out  laughing  ; but  divil  a laugh 
was  about  him,  and  so  when  I saw  he  was  in 
earnest  I took  the  basket  and  landing  net  and 
went  with  him  to  the  bridge.  He  always  took 
me  with  him  in  thim  times,  as  he  was  only 
beginning,  and  I showed  him  wfliatever  I could, 
though  mighty  fond  he  was  of  having  his  own 
way  for  all  that.  Well,  I picked  out  three  flies 
for  him,  and  at  the  first  wallop  up  came  a trout 
with  an  awful  splash,  and  he  was  in  him.  After 
along  fight  I landed  him,  and  a good  51b.  he  was 
too,  but  the  way  himself  got  on  about  fools  that 
say  fish  won’t  take  on  bright  days  in  calm  water 
was  a caution.  My  heart  was  broke  looking  at 
him  thrashing  that  deep,  dead  pool  for  two  hours 
longer  without  a stir  iv  course,  and  sure  only  the 
throut  was  there  before  my  eyes,  I wouldn’t 
believe  any  wan’s  oath  that  he  cotch  a fish  such  a 
day  at  all,  at  all. 

“ Well,  we  fished  down  a mile  or  so  of  the  river, 
and  never  had  another  rise,  and  then,  as  it  was 
growing  late,  we  started  for  home.  As  the  master 
was  winding  up  I pulled  a handful  of  flaggers  to 
put  round  the  throut,  and,  looking  at  him  very 
closely,  what  do  you  think  I saw?  Two  pearls  on 
his  two  eyes  ! Yes,  sir.  That  throut  was  stone 
blind,  and  he  riz  at  the  nize  ! You  see  that  pool 
at  the  bridge  is  where  the  butcher  throws  in  the 
bullocks’  paunches,  and  that  throut  always  run  at 
any  nize ” 

" But,  gracious  goodness,  Jack,  you  don’t  mean 
to  say  that  Mr.  Anderson  cast  like  that  even  in 
his  early  days  as  a fisher;  a bullock’s  paunch  jou 
know ” 

“Mane  to  say!”  said  Jack,  interrupting,  and 
gazing  in  my  eye,  “ I mane  to  say  that  ihrout 
must  have  thought  it  was  a bullock  himself  that 
fell  in ! ” 

A good  line  is  a good  thing,  and  to  secure  this, 
good  dressing  is  confessedly  a prime  necessity  ; 
but  is  it  not  possible  that  the  injurious  action  of 
water  on  lines  is  somewhat  exaggerated  Any- 
how, we  give  the  following  for  what  it  is  worth 
in  this  connection. 

A friend  of  mine,  trout  fishing  with  wall-fly 
last  week,  with  the  stem  of  his  boat  resting  on 
some  uncovered  stones  in  low  water  close  under 
our  local  weir,  laid  his  dapping  rod  ‘down  in 
the  boat,  allowing  his  “ dap  ” to  float  at  will  in 
the  stream,  as  he  had  been  doing  no  good.  He 
took  to  casting  for  half  an  hour  or  so  with  a 
second  rod  he  had  with  him,  and  his  luck  con- 
tinuing unchanged,  he  turned  to  his  dap  once 
more.  But  he  found  his  fly  had  been  carried 
into  the  still  backwater,  and  was  fast  in  the 
bottom.  He  steadily  pulled,  and  something 
gradually  gave  way.  Going  cautiously  to  work, 
he  at  last  safely  landed  a 12-ft.  rod  with  winch 
and  line  complete,  and  a solitary  link  of  gut 
attached.  We  have  made  inquiries,  and  find  that 
rod  was  lying  there  some  eight  or  ten  years. 
There  is  no  trace  of  paint  or  varnish  left.  All 
the  rings  and  fastenings  have  disappeared,  and 
the  butt  is  almost  rotten  quite  through.  The 
winch  is  fairly  safe,  under  the  rust  that  is  ; but 
the  line — yes,  the  line  is  perfectly  sound,  though 
the  water,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say,  has 
penetrated  to  the  innermost  coil.  This  seems  a 
good  record  for  a line. 

There  ;s  uqsutli  thing  in  the  trade  as  a d;ip[)ing 


rod.  Of  course,  one  can  be  made  to  order,  no 
doubt,  but  the  article  itself  is  scarcely  on  sale 
anywhere.  A dapping  rod  should  be  not  less 
than  15  feet  long,  and  very  light  for  its  length, 
as  becomes  a trout  rod.  In  squally  weather, 
especiallv  if  it  be  wet.  the  light,  intractable 
blow-line  has  a nasty  trick  of  fouling  the  top  in 
a most  annoying  fashion.  A very  whippy  top 
assists  this  materiall}',  but  then  one  can’t  excepD 
stiffness  and  lightness  together.  And,  after  all, 
the  demand  for  such  rods  is  so  very  limited 
that  an  Irish  firm  or  two  should  be  always 
fully  able  to  satisfy  it.  Still,  I confess  myself 
unable  to  recollect  a single  case  of  such  rods 
being  advertised.  Besides  its  special  work,  a 
dapping  rod  is  the  correct  weapon  for  all  methods 
of  trout  fishing  on  streams,  except  casting,  as  it 
enables  the  angler  to  give  his  water  a wide 
margin  without  loading  himself  with  a salmon 
pole. 

The  great  end  and  aim  of  a World’s  Fair, 
whether  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere,  is  to  afford 
reasonable  excuse  for  a holiday.  The  rest  is 
leather  and  prunella.  Opening  speeches  of 
presidents,  the  witticisms  of  senators,  the  blaring 
of  countless  trumpets,  the  fluttering  of  acres  of 
bunting,  the  dazzling  architectural  glories  of 
shingle  huts  w'arranted  to  defy  the  ravages  of 
time  (weather  permitting)  for  six  months,  the 
sublime  rhetorical  glorification  of  the  commercial 
instinct  in  man,  the  dazzling  radiance  that 
illumines  our  paths  of  peace  and  progress — all 
these  constitute  an  excuse  which  should  satisfy 
any  reasonable  man’s  conscience  (and  his  wife)  if 
he  contemplates  a journey  thitherward.  And 
when  there,  the  Fair  (doubt  it  not !)  will  justify 
itself  ; for  there  shall  be  cakes  and  ale,  and 
ginger  ’ll  be  hot,  very  hot,  i’  the  mouth,  too ! 

Exhibits  ? Well,  there  are  no  British  exhibits 
there.  You  know  the  social  and  political  condi- 
tions under  which  we  live,  and  how  then  could 
you  imagine  “ exhibits  ” would  find  their  way 
there?  “Use  them  after  their  merits?”  says 
Hamlet,  speaking  to  Polonius  about  the  players 
whom  he  had  just  committed  to  his  care  and 
hospitality.  “ Use  them  after  your  own  honour 
and  dignity,  sir.”  There  spoke  the  prince  and 
the  gentleman  ; but  how  could  the  greatest  com- 
mercial and  manufacturing  nation  in  the  woi’ld 
use  the  world’s  Fair,  or  the  like  of  it,  according 
to  her  “ honour  and  dignity,”  when  the  national 
purse  strings  are  watched  with  a sleepless  and 
lynx-ejed  jealousy  ? For  after  all  the  most 
magnificent  of  exhibits  could  not  bring  an  ounce 
of  grist  to  our  national  mill ; and  that  is  the  only 
honour  and  dignity  some  of  us  recognise  nowa- 
days, Horatio ! 

Private  exhibits?  Why  should  I send  one  of 
my  self-acting  electric  winches,  for  instance,  to 
Chicago?  To  show  what  I can  do,  you  may 
reply;  but  that  is  little  better  than  a childish 
vanity,  to  which  I am,  I hope,  superior.  To  find 
a fresh  market  for  my  goods,  you  suggest.  Pairs 
may  come  and  fairs  may  go,  but  the  M’Kinley 
and  other  tariffs  go  on  for  ever.  Nary  a market 
I shall  find.  Cousin  Jonathan  will  see  to  that.  For 
the  credit  of  my  country,  you  may  possibly  reply  ; 
but  when  the  credit  of  the  country  is  in  question, 
the  country  itself  must  see  to  it.  National  glory 
is  no  private  man’s  concern,  unless  he  is  individu- 
ally called  upon  to  act  in  some  specific  way. 
When  I receive  orders  from  Whitehall,  I shall  be 
happy  to  act  accordingly  (all  expenses,  &c , of 
course,  guaranteed). 

Yes,  it  is  highly  probable  that  our  great  country 
is  the  most  shabbily  represented  of  any  in 
civilisation  at  the  big  show,  and  our  anglers  must 
not  expect  to  be  better  treated  than  anyone  else. 

Talking  of  exhibitions,  it  is  at  once  amusing  and 
pathetic  to  read  the  optimistic  gush  of  the  penny- 
a-liner  of  forty  years  ago,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
sing  the  glories  of  the  first  Great  Exhibition. 
The  age  of  gold  was  to  be  realised  at  last ; the 
eternal  unity  of  nations  was  inaugurated;  the 
fraternity  of  man  was  henceforth  to  be  the  guid- 
ing principle  of  private  and  political  life,  and 
peace  and  plenty  were  to  bless  mankind  for  ever- 
more. Yes ; and  the  delighted  and  sanguine  sight- 
seekers,  all,  doubtless,  apostles  of  the  new  order 
in  their  own  estimation,  had  just  time  to  go  home 
and  get  ready  to  watch  the  touching  fraternising 
of  the  Allies  and  the  llussians  in  front  of 
Sevastopol.  Alas,  so  our  most  cherished  illusions 
fade  away,  and  sardonic  scepticism  is  your  only 
gosjicl,  Why,  they  even  open  exhibitions  on 


Sundays  now  ! and  the  dividend  realised  is  your 
only  note  of  triumph. 

The  pike  paradox  has  always  afforded  us  a 
little  amusement.  It  comes  out  in  this  way.  A 
commiserates  B on  his  ill  success  with  the  trout, 
suppose.  “ My  dear  B,  what  can  you  expect?  I 
saw  no  less  than  three  rascally  jack  in  Fagan’s 
Pool  on  Monday  last,  and  how  can  there  be  trout 
in  water  infested  by  these  wretches  ? ” 

*■  You  speak  true,”  responds  the  disconsolate  B, 
“and  I surprised  one  or  two  basking  on  the 
shalloivs  the  last  bright  day  I was  here.  The 
complete  destruction  of  the  trout  is,  I fear,  a mere 
matter  of  time.”  And  so  in  pessimism  pale  they 
part,  and  sadly  wend  their  several  ways. 

“By  Jove,”  says  C,  a stranger  from  afar,  on 
angling  touring  bent,  “there’s  a jack  sure  enough; 
there  must  be  trout  here,  nothing  indicates  trout 
like  the  presence  of  what  preys  on  them.  When 
you  see  the  hawk,  look  out  for  sparrows.  I’ll 
have  a cast  here.”  And  so  your  text  suits  every 
doctrine. 


§cotc^  ^ofes. 

By  Mac. 

I HAVE  just  heard  from  a friend  that:  “The 
heaviest  fish  as  yet  to  the  rod  this  back-end  on 
the  Spey,  was  got  last  Thursday  on  the  Orton 
reach  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Tod,  Edinburgh.  This  was 
a fine  cock  of  481b.  weight,  with  a length 
measurement  of  48in.,  and  a girth  of  28in.  The 
fly  it  took  was  a Grey  Heron — on  single  gut 
cast.  Mrs.  Stewart-Menzies,  of  Culdares,  who  is 
a most  expert  rod,  caught  on  the  three  con- 
cluding days  of  last  week  six  salmon,  of  the 
total  weight  of  951b.” 


The  Duke’s  guests  have  lately  been  landing 
some  fine  fish  on  the  Dunrobin  Castle  fishery,  or 
lower  lengths  of  the  Brora,  in  Sutherlandshire. 
On  all  the  early  rivers  farther  north  the  rod 
season  for  the  year  is  now  at  an  end.  On  the 
Naver  some  pretty  good  takes  of  salmon  in  fair 
condition  were  obtained  up  to  the  very  last. 
There  was  magnificent  sea-trout  angling  on 
Loch  Hope  for  some  time. 


On  that  grand  and  prolific  Highland  river,  the 
Lochy-Spean,  the  season,  which  all  throughout 
its  best  time  has  been  most  miserable  in  results, 
seems  just  as  it  nears  the  end  to  be  doing  better 
than  anyone  had  anticipated.  A friend  writing 
me  says  : “ The  fish  seem  now  to  be  taking  better 
than  they  did  when  the  season  ought  to  have 
been  at  its  best.  They  are  off  colour  a bit,  but 
lots  of  grand  ones  are  coming  up,  of  which 
every  day  several  are  being  banked.  On 
No.  2 Beat  of  the  Spean,  Mr.  Mortimer  last  week 
had  a .J9-pounder,  and  several  other  good  weights. 
To-day  Mr.  Bridge  got  four  from  101b.  to  171b. 
We  may  do  well  up  to  the  finish  should  the  water 
keep  right,  but  the  long  leeway  to  make  'up  to 
former  years  it  will  be  impossible  to  wipe  off 
now,  no  matter  how  good  sport  we  may  get.” 


Three  anglers  fishing  Loch  Tarff,  in  Inver- 
ness-shire, one  day  the  other  week  made  a record 
take  of  char.  In  five  hours  they  got  what  may 
be  described  as  the  great  haul  of  fifteen  and  a 
half  dozen.  One  of  the  party  writes  me:  “We 
fairly  beat,  even  in  the  short  space  of  time,  the 
previous  best  take  on  Loch  Tarff,  which  was 
made  by  us  two  years  ago,  when  we  caught 
fourteen  dozen  for  eight  hours’  fishing.  The 
char  of  Loch  Tarff  are  rather  small — the  largest 
being  only  about  the  size  of  a west  coast  herring 
— but  they  are  pretty  creatures,  beautifully  red- 
bellied.  On  Loch  Knocky  I may  likely  have  a 
day  soon ; here  the  char  are  much  larger,  and 
lighter  in  colour.”  

Eari.y  this  week  roaring  floods  again  came 
down  several  of  the  middle  district  east  coast 
autumn  salmon  rivers  of  Scotland.  The  Dee,  and 
the  Esks  in  particular,  got  tearing  high  quite  of  a 
sudden,  but  owing  to  the  rain,  though  desperately 
heavy,  being  of  short  duration,  they  quickly  fell 
away  from  great  flood  height.  In  the  rivers  named 
there  continued  for  two  days  a grand  run  of  fish  ; 
and  a good  run  took  place  in  the  Don,  whose  dykes 
have  now  been  cleared  by  a fair  head  of  back- 
endors. 
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The  North’s  rod  fishing  season  ends  to-day. 
Latterly,  since  tlie  floods  brought  about  a run, 
the  sport  has  proved  fair,  but  as  usual  it  has  been 
for  the  most  ])xrt  with  grilse. 


OPPIAN’S  HALIEUTICS. 

(Gonlinued  from  'parje  285.) 


Well  done.  Loch  Leven.  The  season  on  it  this 
year  has  been  a grand  one — the  most  successful 
as  yet.  Surely  it  must  pay  to  bo  a shareholder, 
for  the  company  has  just  paid  a dividend  of  25 
per  cent.  This  is  a wrinkle  for  hoteliers  who  have 
angling  waters.  Let  them  stock  artificially  and 
get  25  per  cent,  of  a return. 

The  heavy  fiood  of  Sunday  and  Monday  last 
has  greatly  improved  the  angling  prospects  on 
the  east  coast  back-end  rivers,  from  the  Lsks  in 
Forfar  north  to  the  Deveron  in  Banffshire. 
Frash-run  fish  are  all  along  the  line  stocking  the 
streams  and  pools,  and  sport,  with  the  water 
getting  into  ply,  has  been  improving  daily. 

At  last  there  is  the  prospect  of  the  Tweed  back- 
end angling  getting  fairly  under  way.  In  the 
river’s  upper  districts  it  rained  heavily  on  Satur- 
day night  and  Sunday,  giving  as  a result  a good 
rise  of  water,  which  proved  just  right  lor  the 
ascent  of  fish.  Accordingly,  there  has  been  a 
capital  run,  and  for  three  days  on  end  fish  cf  all 
sorts  and  sizes  have  been  seen  getting  over  the 
caulds.  Alreatly  well  inland  many  of  them  have 
forced  their  way.  and  it  is  reported  that  a large 
number  of  people  have  for  two  days  been  watching 
them  rushing  over  the  Melrose  cauld.  A portion 
of  the  cauld  at  the  north  bank  has  been  prepared, 
to  allow  the  fish  an  easier  ascent,  but  meat  of 
them  first  come  up  the  main  stream  and  try  the 
heavy  water,  in  many  cases  only  to  be  driven 
back  amongst  the  rocks,  behind  which  they  can 
be  seen  resting  for  another  effort.  Good  sport 
along  all  the  autumn  reaches  whenever  the  water 
is  in  angling  ply  from  this  date  forward  is 
now  the  general  expectation  amongst  Tweedside 
anglers.  

As  concerns  the  Spey,  whose  rod-fishing  ends 
to-day,  there  has  this  week  been  a good  deal 
better  sport  on  most  of  the  reaches  for  autumn 
fishing,  inland  from  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
Gordon’s  fishery.  This  back-end  on  the  Spey, 
however,  has  not  been  an  average  one,  taking  it 
for  the  whole  season  and  along  most  of  the 
autumn  lengohs. 

On  the  Esk,  Dumfries-shire,  since  the  sea-trout 
and  herling  time  has  virtually  gone  past,  the 
great  thing  n^w  with  the  anglers  is  holding  at 
the  salmon.  Though  as  yet  the  ply  of  water  is 
not  all  that  could  be  desired,  fish  nevertheless  are 
on  the  hop,  and  moderate  takes  of  them  arc  being 
got.  The  average  weight  is  about  161b.,  but  a few 
nice  ones  each  weighing  81b.  or  101b.  more  have 
been  secured.  

The  Drum  Castle  party,  fishing  with  the  fly, 
are  making  fine  catches  of  salmon  on  the  Drum 
section  of  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee. 

In  the  Weslern  Isles  the  angling  latterly  has 
gone  all  to  pieces,  and  anglers  are  now  going 
southward  in  shoals. 

' Jock  Scott  was  the  fly  with  which  were  caught 
sixteen  of  the  seventeen  fish  mentioned  as  the 
great  take  by  one  rod  in  a day  on  the  Tay  the 
other  week.  


Late  in  September  and  early  this  month  far 
too  great  a fall  of  rain  made  the  w'ater  much  too 
black  for  anglers  in  the  Long  Island  to  obtain 
such  sport  with  the  sea-trout  as  they  had  counted 
on.  So  far  as  fishing  is  concerned  the  season,  it 
may  be  said,  is  now'  ended. 

Like  the  summer  angling,  the  sport  in  the 
autumn  on  the  Oonnon  and  Blackwater,  Ross- 
shire,  has  been  disappointing,  although  not  to 
such  an  extent.  


Last  week  was  a disappointingone  on  the  Ness. 
Very  few  fish  were  got,  but  these  were  heavy  for 
the  Ness,  being  mostly  from  161b.  to  20ib.  The 
angling  is  now  up  for  the  year. 

Lots  of  sea  trout  of  a small  size  were  got  last 
month  on  the  hotel  lochs  at  Tarbert,  Harris. 
For  a week’s  fishing  two  gentlemen  had  126, 
weighing  SSflb.  

The  Taynuilt  Hotel  waters  of  the  River  Awe 
are  still  yielding  a fish  or  two  now  and  then.’ 


Galore  of  fish  are  now  forward,  and  they  are 
bringing  them  up  on  the  Edzell  Hotel  water  of 
the  Norih  Esk.  Farmer  Ferries  makes  splendid 
achievements  on  this  fishery,  making  them  rear 
their  heads  above  the  water  in  great  style.  J’here 
is  keen  but  healthy  and  friendly  rivalry  between 
him  and  Jamie  Beattie,  on  the  opposite  bank,  who 
is  another  of  the  famous  fishers  of  North  Ejk- 
side. 


Mv  good  friend  Mr.  David  Murray,  the  fishing 
tackle  and  gun-maker,  in  Brechin,  has  not  risen 
this  week,  but  the  water  in  his  district  has  risen, 
and  so  have  the  fish.  

I hear  a .good  thing  from  a ticket  reach  of  the 
Don,  which  is  fished  by  a number  of  rods.  One 
of  said  rods  has  a penchant  fur  getting  up  early 
in  the  morning,  and  bundling  off  about  mid-day 
with  his  four  or  five  fish.  He  is,  I am  told,  a 
famous  swimmer  of  the  worm.  Anyhow,  be  this 
the  case  or  not,  he  had  on  a fine  fish  as  a friend  of 
mine  passed  up  the  river  side  the  other  day.  My 
friend  “ gaed  in  a’ooot,”  as  he  says,  to  see  the 
play,  and  presently  the  fish  was  landed  in  clinTcing 
style,  but,  marvellous  to  relate,  it  was  foul-hooked 
by  the  belly  fin.  “ That  is  most  wonderful,  said 
the  angler;  “it  does  surprise  me  to  see  that;  so 
seldom  have  I ever  hooked  a fish  foul  before. 
With  this  my  friend  passed  on,  but,  when  return- 
ing down  the  river  side,  he  again  saw  the  same 
angler  fast  in  the  grips  with  a fish.  This  one, 
when  landed,  was  also  found  to  be  foul-hooked 
in  the  back  fin.  Again  the  angler  broke  forth 
in  astonishment.  “Wonderful,  astounding, 
miraculous — the  like  of  this  I never  did  see;  two 
fish  hooked  by  me  foul,  the  one  after  the  other.  I 
never  did  the  like  of  this  before;  it  will  take 
away  my  good  name  for  an  honest  straight 
angler,  but,  honestly,  the  thing  is  unaccountable 
to  me  how  these  fish  must  have  come  on,  for  I did 
feel  them  strike  themselves.” 


Within  the  week  now  ended  many  splendid 
takes  of  sea-trout  with  the  worm  have  been 
secured  on  Ythan,  Ebrie,  Blackwater,  Bronie, 
Ugie,  and  Water  of  Cruden— all  streams  of  Aber- 
deen: hire.  


One  or  two  gentlemen  had  very  steadj  sport 
on  Loch  Stenness  last  week,  severally  making 
per  diem  from  101b.  to  1.51b.  weight  of  trout,  few 
of  which  were  under  the  pound. 

Good  spt  rt  amongst  the  sea-trout  v as  got  by 
anglers  on  Loch  Eck  last  week,  a good  many  fish 
being  got  weighing  from  2lb.  to  31b.  One  boat 
had,  including  a number  of  sea-trout,  one  loch 
trout  weighing  31b.  

In  the  Mei-phie  and  Craigo  reaches  of  the 
North  Esk  there  is  now  forward  a splendid  show 
of  grand  autumn  fish,  and  Sir  John  Gladstone, 
Bart , and  party,  and  Mr.  Wynne  Corrie  .and 
party  are  doing  great  things  amongst  then.  The 
higher  beats,  albeit  they  are  fairly  stocked,  have 
no”  yet  fished  so  well  as  the  proprietors  and 
tenants  were  expecting. 

Profes.sor  Cash,  of  Aberdeen  University,  son- 
in-law  of  the  late  Right  Hon.  John  Bright,  has, 
by  light  spinning,  done  grand  execution  amongst 
the  salmon  on  the  Grandholm  reaches  of  the 
Don,  since  the  back-end  set  in. 

Not  by  “barling”  but  by  downright  fair 
casting  and  skill  in  manipulating  the  lure  ‘an 
angler  on  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee  made  a catch  of 
thirteen  salmon  one  day  in  the  other  week.  But 
the  most  of  the  fish  of  this  catch  were  small  and 
a bit  off  colour.  


A 4741b.  fish  was  got  on  the  Tay  last  week. 

Up  to  the  middle  of  the  week  the  hopes  of 
anglers  on  the  Dee  and  Don  that  a great  impetus 
to  sport  would  be  given  by  the  flood  of  Sunday 
last  had  not  been  realised  to  the  full.  There 
were  found  to  be  many  more  fish,  mostly  fresh- 
run,  in  the  catches,  but  they  were  rising  badly. 


By  R.  B.  Marston. 

Very  charming  are  his  descriptions  of  the 
strength  of  parental  love — 

Good  Gods  ! how  tender  is  the  Parent  Love  ! 

Their  ravisht  Hearts  what  yearning  Transports  move  ! 
All  kinds  that  move  in  Ocean,  Earth,  or  Air, 

Alike  the  Charms  of  Piety  revere. 

# * * * * 

The  careful  Birds  bring  home  the  hourly  Feast, 

While  unfledg’d  Chirpers  flicker  in  the  Nest. 

Ev’n  rav’nous  Fish  defend  their  helpless  Fry, 

Forewarn  their  Dangers,  and  their  Wants  supply. 

Not  Men  alone  their  lovely  Offspring  prize 
Sweet  as  their  lives,  and  dearer  than  their  Eyes  ; 
Unreas’ning  Souls  the  same  Propensions  move, 

Man  can  claim  no  Prerogative  from  Love, 

One  Instinct  runs  thro’  All. 

* # # # * 

How  passionate  the  Swallow  tells  her  Wrong, 

When  some  fell  Serpent  has  devour’d  her  Young. 

Or  Churl  pull’d  down  her  Nest ! She  sorrowing  flies. 
Chatters  aloud,  and  long  repeats  her  fruitless  Cries. 
Then  we  are  told  how  the  dolphins  watch,  and 
guard  their  “Infant  Pair,”  “full  of  the  tender 
thought  with  anxious  care.”  Nowhere  will  be 
found  more  pleasant  pictures  of  tbe  love^  of 
offspring  than  in  this  First  Book  of  the  Halieutics. 

Book  II.  is  devoted  chiefly  to  accounts  of  the 
war  waged  between  fishes  of  various  kinds,  and 
here  Oppian’s  verse  is  as  strong  and  vigorous  as 
it  is  delicate  and  tender  when  his  subject  is  the 
power  of  Love. 

The  mysterious  power  of  the  Torpedo  or  Cramp 
Fish  is  well  described. 

Conscious  of  secret  Pow’r,  a Gift  divine, 

On  Sands,  as  dead,  the  Cramp  Pish  lies  supine, 

Thus  careless  stretcht  a wide  Destruction  makes. 

And  wand’ring  Shoals  without  her  Labour  takes. 

Fixt  sudden  they  the  numming  Torpor  feel. 

The  Parts  contract,  the  Fluids  all  congeal. 

Not  the  least  interesting  of  the  curious  fish  so 
faithfully  delineated  is  that  one  which  is  at  once 
an  animated  rod,  line,  bait,  and  fish  trap. 

The  Angler,  Devil,  or  Toad  Fish. 

Hid  in  the  shme  the  Toad  of  Form  uncouth 
(That  Fish  is  all  one  vast  extended  mouth) 

Her  tender  Body  wraps,  on  Prey  intent. 

And  silent  there  concerts  the  great  Event. 

What  softer  skin,  and  slower  pace  deny. 

Wise  Foresight  and  successful  Frauds  supply. 

Within  her  Jaws  a fleshy  Fibre  lies, 

Whose  Whiteness,  grateful  Scent,  and  Worm-hke  Size 
Attract  the  Shoals,  and  charm  their  longing  Eyes. 

She  to  allure  oft  shakes  the  tempting  Bait,  • 

They  eager  press,  and  hurry  on  their  Fate. 

But  as  they  near  approach,  with  subtle  Art 
The  wily  'Toad  contracts  th’  inviting  Part. 

Till  giddy  numbers  thus  decoy’d  she  draws 
Within  the  Circle  of  her  widen’d  Jaws. 

The  account  our  author  gives  of  the  p'callir 
method  by  which  the  “ broad-backed  Ray” 
secures  its  prey  is  as  extraordinary  as  any  in  bis 
long  list  of  wonders,  and,  as  far  as  I know,  is  not 
mentioned  by  any  other  other  writer. 

The  Spreading  Bat’s  Preference  for  a “Fat 
Corps.” 

Born  on  the  struggling  Floods  the  broad-backed  E.xy 
Unwieldly  lolls  and  takes  up  all  the  Way. 

Few  are  their  teeth,  unfit  for  martial  Toll, 

Thin  set,  nor  made  to  seize  the  doubtful  Spoil. 

But  schemes  well-laid  they  resolute  pursue. 

And  by  superior  Fraud  ev’n  Man  subdue. 

Man  is  their  choicest  Food,  and  when  possest 
Of  a fat  Corps,  they  scorn  the  meaner  Feast. 

How  the  Eat  Entraps  the  Pearl  Fisher. 

A Fishy  Nightmare. 

They  mark,  when  daring  Mortals  plunge  below. 

Where  Pearls  are  hid,  and  Coral  Branches  groiv  ; 

Then  hover  o’er  the  Place,  and  float  at  ease. 

Stretch  on  the  Waves,  and  shade  the  cover’d  Seas. 
With  patient  Hope  unmov’d  their  Station  keep. 

Till  from  the  secret  Chambers  of  the  Deep 
Laden  with  Spoils  the  Diver  mounts  again. 

Nor  can  the  Surface  reach  with  all  his  Pain. 

By  wonted  Arts  he  strives  himself  to  raise. 

But  o’er  his  head  th’  unwelcome  Pressure  stays. 

Poiz’d  on  the  Floods  the  Cieling  hangs  above. 

No  human  Force  the  vaulted  Eoof  nan  move. 

Kept  back  from  look’d-for  Day  the  Mortal  grieves. 

In  vain  the  pressing  Lid  his  shoulders  heaves  ; 

His  weaker  Thrust  the  stubborn  Weight  withstand.?. 
And  backward  sinks  him  down  to  lowest  Sands. 
****** 

Thus  proud  of  her  success  the  spreading  Bay 
By  Strategem  obtains  the  noblest  Prey. 

Generally,  Oppiau,  when  he  has  recounted  some 
scene  like  this,  turns  to  the  upper  world  for  a 
similar  one,  for  instance,  he  compares  the  vain 
struggles  of  the  diver  to  get  from  under  the 
spreading  ray  as  it  slowly  sinks  on  him,  to  the 
attempts  of  mice  entrapped  by  boys  who  have 
pulled  a lid  over  them. 
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That  even  crabs  can  plan  and  carry  out  “ well- 
laid  schemes”  is  evident,  it  our  author  is  correct  in 
the  following  relation  of — 

The  Crafty  Crab  and  the  Juicy  Oyster. 

As  in  some  mossy  Cave  the  Fishing  Swain 
At  Lisure  sit.s,  and  views  the  wavy  Main, 

Oft  he  beholds  how  Crabs  their  Watches  keep, 

And  wait  the  Motions  of  the  Shelly  Heap  ! 

Oysters  around  on  cliffy  Peaks  are  hung. 

To  rocky  Beds,  and  cranny’d  Jettings  clung. 
Immur’d  they  lie  close  in  the  pearly  Shell, 

But  cannot  long  their  juicy  Stores  conceal ; 

Moisture  they  seek,  and  then  no  longer  hid 
Loosen’d  they  gape,  and  heave  the  upper  Lid. 

The  Crab  observes,  and  to  the  sandy  Mounds, 
Where  polish’d  Stones  the  whirling  Eddy  rounds, 

He  busy  creeps  along  with  forked  Claws 
Prom  the  loose  Heep  the  flinty  Pebble  draws. 

Thus  burden’d,  silent  to  the  Oyster  steals. 

And  wedges  fast  the  Stone  between  the  Shells. 
Divided  thns  no  more  the  Parts  are  clos’d. 

But  all  the  luscious  Sweets  must  lie  exposed. 

By  prosp’rous  Fraud  he  gains  the  envy’d  Meal, 

And  drags  the  panting  Captive  from  his  Cell.” 

The  next  time  the  reader  contemplates  a dish 
of  natives,  he  will  feel  a qualm  of  conscience 
before  applying  the  lemon  juice,  if  he  remembers 
tlppian’s  description  of  them  as  “ panting  cap- 
tives.” After  this  crab  story,  our  author  proceeds 
to  describe — 

How  Starfish  Kill  Oysters. 

The  prickly  Star  creeps  on  with  like  Deceit, 

To  force  the  Oyster  from  his  close  Retreat. 

When  gapened  Lids  their  widened  void  display 
The  wakeful  Star  thrusts  in  a pointed  Ray,* 

Of  all  its  Treasure  spoils  the  rifled  Case  ; 

And  empty  shells  the  sandy  Hillocks  grace. 

Star-fish  destroy  enormous  quantities  of 
oysters — in  the  United  States  whole  beds,  worth 
thousands  of  pounds,  have  been  destroyed  by 
them. 

A sea  lamprey  is  a most  uncanny-looking  beast. 
A friend  sent  me  one  to  identify  recently,  over 
two  feet  in  length,  which  had  been  found  dead  at 
Canterbury  in  the  Stour.  I opened  the  bag, 
hoping  to  find  a brace  of  trout,  and  was  glad 
quickly  to  bury  the  bloated,  yellow -streaked  sea 
snake,  which  had  not  improved  by  keeping.  His 
large  circular  sucker,  filled  with  rows  of  sharp 
teeth,  looked  formidable  enough  to  any  soft- 
skinned  or  scaled  creature,  but  why  he  should 
venture  to  attack  a lobster  is  not  apjiarent. 
Oppian  says  that  they  are  so  fond  of  each  other, 
that  they  never  meet  without  seeing  who  is  to  eat 
the  other. 

In  Wars  alternate,  with  embitter’d  Rage, 

The  Lobster,  Lamprey,  and  the  Preke  engage. 

Mutual  their  fate,  reciprocal  the  Wound  ; 

By  turns  they  kill,  and  scatter  Deaths  around  ; 

Each  to  the  other  is  a grateful  Feast, 

Successively  they  treat  th’  unwelcome  Guest. 
Antipathy’s  entailed  ; the  future  Breed 
Must  to  hereditary  Hate  succeed. 

After  recounting  a fight  in  which  the  lamprey 
is  easily  victorious  over  the  “ crawling  Preke,” 
we  get  an  Homeric  description  of  a — 

Battle  between  a Lamprey  and  a Lobster. 
With  Conquest  flush’d  new  Wars  the  Lamprey  breaths, 
In  prouder  State  her  silver  Volumes  wreaths  : 

But  urg’d  by  partial  Hopes,  and  vain  Conceit, 

In  her  last  Duel  will  the  Lobster  meet. 

The  well-arm’d  Lobster  clad  in  dusky  Mail 
Nor  fears  her  pointed  Teeth,  nor  winding  Tail. 

Close  by  the  Cave,  where  in  the  silent  Shade 
'The  feasted  Lamprey  sinks  her  easy  Head, 

He  shakes  his  bearded  Front,  with  Scorn  extends 
His  wrinkled  Horns,  and  thus  the  Challenge  sends. 

As.  when  two  adverse  Hosts  encamp’d  delay 
The  destin’d  Fight,  and  wait  the  coming  Day, 

Impatient  of  Repose,  some  bolder  Chief 
Regrets  lost  Time,  and  feeds  his  inward  Grief, 

Braces  his  Cuirass  on,  and  grasps  his  Arms  ; 

Thus  dreadful  pleases,  and  with  Terrour  charms  :f 
Erect  he  walks,  and  waves  his  plumed  Crest, 

To  Action  calls,  and  blames  inglorious  Rest. 

With  taunting  Language,  and  disdainful  Eyes 
The  boldest  Champion  to  the  Plain  defies. 

While  adverse  Troops  the  haughty  Menace  hear, 

Nor  will  the  hostile  Youth  such  Insult  bear  ; 

With  Shame  he  reddens,  and  with  Anger  burns. 

Accepts  the  Challenge,  and  the  Scorn  returns. 

So  from  her  inmost  Cave,  with  proud  Disdain, 

The  soft  Sea  Lamprey  spreads  her  wavy  Train  : 

Enrag’d  she  comes,  darts  sudden  from  her  Cell, 

Seizes  the  Foe,  and  fixes  on  the  Shell. 

In  his  piper  reafl  at  the  Cornwall  Fisheries  Exhibition  mi 
Oyster  Culture,  Mr.  G.  II.  Fowler  thus  describes  how  the 
star-nsh  kills  and  eats  the  oyster:  “They  wait  till  the  oyster 
opens  in  order  to  breathe ; they  then  evert  their  stomachs 
between  the  valves  (shells),  and  then  digest  him  in  his  own 
shell. 

t 1 his  is  a fine  line,  and  the  whole  passage  has  a martial  and 
soinowlmt  Philistinian  ring  about  it.  If  Oppian  lind  always 
wiitten  about  men  instead  of  so  much  about  fishes,  he  would 
not  be  so  lorgotteii. 


But  vainly  weary’d  with  succe.ssless  Toil 
From  the  hard  Crust  the  baffled  Teeth  recoil. 

No  Entrance  there  the  blunted  Weapons  find. 

No  Pressure  leaves  tli’  indented  Mark  behind. 

At  length  jirovok'd,  the  bearded  Lobsterends 
Unequal  Strife,  bis  forked  Claw  extends. 

Pinches  with  rigid  Force  her  yielding  Side=, 
lirives  back  the  Blood,  and  all  the  Mass  divider. 

The  Parts  all  bruised  in  racking  Torture  swell, 

And  languid  Spots  declining  Vigour  tell. 

By  cruel  Gripe  the  passive  Wretch  comprest 
Twines  up  her  Tail,  and  rears  her  shining  Breast. 

No  Rest  the  Lobster  gives,  nor  quits  his  bold  ; 

111  vain  her  spiry  Wreaths  their  Circles  fold. 

Restless  she  moves,  nor  can  her  Pains  conceal. 

Clings  to  her  Foe,  and  hugs  the  pointed  Shell. 

The  piercing  Lancets  prick  each  tender  Vein, 

A.nd  purple  Drops  her  beauteous  Yellow  stain  : 

She  vainly  striving  but  augments  her  Pain. 

O’er  his  rough  Back  she  twists  the  fatal  Bound, 

Tears  her  soft  Skin,  and  gives  herself  the  Wound. 
***** 

Th’  imprudent  Lamprey,  urged  by  fierce  Despite, 
Thus  aids  the  Poe,  and  tries  the  fruitless  Bite, 

While  shelly  Crusts  the  dusky  Chief  befriend, 

And  from  rude  touch  the  tender  Parts  defend. 

Madded  with  Pain,  and  crush’d  by  meeting  Claws, 

On  the  firm  Plate  the  fond  Sea  Lamprey  gnaws  : 

Now  fears  the  rising  Spikes  that  closely  set 
O’er  the  hard  Shell  their  pointed  Terrours  threat : 

But  twines  her  Body  round  the  sharpen’d  Rows, 

And  the  deep  mortal  Wounds  to  heedless  Pa.ssion  owes. 
***** 
Wounds  to  herself  by  thoughtless  Rage  she  give,s. 

She  dies ; and  none  the  wilful  Murder  grieves. 

{To  be  continued). 


EUDD  FISHING. 


Doubtless  the  heart  of  many  an  angler  who 
pursues  his  sport  by  Thames  or  Lea  was 
gladdened  a short  time  ago  by  the  announcement 
that  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  had  at  his 
owm  expense  purchased  and  ]>laced  in  those  rivers 
a large  c(uantity  of  these  fish.  Unfortunately,  in 
many  of  onr  best  coarse  fishing  streams  they  are 
but  seldom  met  with,  and  where  this  is  the  case, 
those  interested  would  do  well  to  follow  the 
kindly  and  liberal  example  just  alluded  to,  for  the 
rudd  is  a truly  handsome  fish,  very  prolific  in 
suitable  waters,  invariably  a free  feeder,  whilst 
the  sport  he  affords  when  hooked  would,  I am 
sure,  well  repay  them  for  the  expense. 

Rudd  are  very  plentiful  in  Slapton  Ley,  Devon- 
shire, where  they  attain  a fair  size,  but  I think 
the  largest  are  usually  taken  from  the  Norfolk 
Broads  or  the  Bedfordshire  Ouse,  from  each  of 
which  they  are  frequently  caught,  varying  in 
weight  from  21b.  to  81b.,  and  it  is  with  a view  to 
assisting  the  readers  of  this  paper  to  effect  the 
capture  of  some  of  these  specimens,  many  of 
which  have  fallen  to  my  rod  this  year,  that  I am 
writing  this  short  article. 

In  selecting  a rudd  swim  it  will  generally  be 
found  advisable  to  choose  one  with  a gentle 
flowing  stream,  where  there  is  a plentiful  under- 
growth of  weed,  and  where  the  surface  is  here  and 
there  dotted  with  waterlily  leaves,  for  under 
these  the  largest  rudd  may  generally  be  found  ; 
water  varying  from  one  to  four  feet  deep  is  much 
more  likely  to  yield  fish  than  very  deep  water, 
unless  the  latter  is  very  weedy.  In  the  Bedford- 
shire Ouse  there  are  many  such  swims  ; space 
forbids  my  enumerating  them,  but  my  purpose  will 
be  served  by  selectingand  describing  in  detail  two, 
which  I consider  to  be  the  very  best  for  large  fish 
in  the  whole  of  that  river.  To  fish  the  first  I 
would  advise  the  angler  to  make  Huntingdon  or 
Hartford  his  headquarters.  There  is  plenty  of 
accommodation  in  the  former,  which  is  a small 
market  town,  whilst  at  the  Anchor  Inn,  Hartford, 
he  would  be  well  looked  after  by  Host  Woods. 
Boats  can  be  obtained  at  either  place  at  a charge 
of  about  two  shillings  a day,  and  as  they  are 
absolutely  necessary  to  fi.sh  either  of  the  swims  I 
am  about  to  mention,  I would  recommend  the 
angler  to  secure  as  steady  a one  as  possible,  and 
see  that  it  has  an  anchor  or  other  appliance  of 
sufficient  weight  when  lowered  to  stop  it  in  mid 
stream,  or  wherever  required. 

Having  obtained  a boat,  proceed  down  stream 
past  Hartford  Church  for  about  a quarter  of  a 
mile,  by  an  island  surrounded  with  willow  trees, 
the  banks  of  which  at  the  time  I am  writing, 
present  a very  pleasing  appearance,  being  lined 
with  tall  flovvering  reeds  and  waving  bulrushes ; 
150  yards  furtlier  on,  on  the  right  hand-side,  may 
be  observed  a bridge  crossing  a backwater  ; here 
the  river  widens  considerably,  and  is  known  as 
the  commencement  of  Hongliton  Wale.  From  the 


rush  bed  in  the  centre  of  the  river  here,  for  more 
than  a hundred  yards  of  its  length  and  the  whole  ; 
breadth  of  the  stream,  rudd  congregate  in  large 
quantities,  and  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that 
I have  many  times  this  year  seen  them,  varying 
in  weight  from  Hb.  to  31b.,  breaking  the  surface 
in  all  directions  by  scores  at  a time.  Every  foot 
of  this  stretch  of  water  should  be  carefully  i 
covered,  first  one  side,  then  the  centre,  and  after- 
wards the  other  side ; do  not  stay  long  in  a place  i 
unless  the  fish  are  feeding  ; use  the  baits  and 
tackle  recommended  in  this  article,  and,  given 
favourable  weather  and  water,  the  capture  of 
some  grand  specimens  will  undoubtedly  be  , 
effected.  As  an  instance  of  what  may  be  done  j 
here,  I was  fishing  on  the  evening  of  June  29  j 
last,  and  in  a short  time  took  four  fish,  of  the  i 
following  weights.  2lb.  10|oz.,  21b.  6oz.,  21b.  4-oz  , ! 
21b.  2oz. ; and  on  July  13,  in  four  successive  casts,  I 
fish  weighing  respectively  21b.  2oz.,  2lb.  loz.,  2lb.,  I 
and  lib.  14oz.  The  second  swim  which  I have 
every  confidence  in  recommending  is  situate  some 
three  and  a half  to  four  miles  further  down 
stream,  and  is  close  to  the  villages  of  Hemingford 
Abbots  and  Hemingford  Grey ; the  latter  would 
be  the  most  suitable  place  to  stay  at.  St.  Ive’, 
on  the  G.E.R.,  one  and  a half  miles  distant,  is 
the  nearest  railway  station;  good  accommodation 
can  be  had  in  the  village,  which  stands  on  the 
river  bank,  the  scenery  is  very  pretty,  the  place  is 
very  quiet,  and  the  water  but  little  fished.  A 
boat  is  necessary,  and  can  be  obtained  at  a 
moderate  charge  from  Mr.  Giddins.  Having 
secured  one,  proceed  up  stream  from  the  boat- 
house for  a short  distance,  when  a thick  bed  of 
weeds,  waterlilies,  and  bulrushes  will  be  noticed 
on  the  left  side ; moor  the  boat  near  the  edge  of 
them,  in  some  places  on  the  top  of  them ; fish 
every  likely-looking  spot,  giving  special  attention 
to  the  runs  between  the  stems  of  the  water- 
lilies  ; if  the  water  be  high  try  also  the  little  bay 
close  to  the  bank.  Many  good  fish  have  been 
taken  hereabouts  during  the  present  season.  My 
best  catch  consisted  of  several  up  to  a pound  and 
three  scaling  together  61b.  2oz.,  these  were  taken 
on  Aug.  19,  water  very  clear,  weather  intensely 
hot.  and  all  other  coarse  fish  dead  off  the  feed. 

Having  pointed  out  where  the  rudd  are,  I now 
propose  to  give  a few  hints  as  to  how  and  when 
to  fish  for  them.  In  approaching  a rudd  swim, 
do  so  as  cautiously  as  possible ; let  there  be  no 
splashing  of  the  water,  caused  either  by  the 
oars  or  lowering  the  weight,  and  avoid,  as  far 
as  pracDicable,  standing  up  in  the  boat — remem- 
ber the  fish  are  close  to  the  surface,  and  the 
large  ones  are  highly  educated,  and  will  soon 
give  the  boat  a wide  berth  if  by  any  clumsi- 
ness you  make  your  presence  known  to  them. 

There  are  different  methods  of  angling  for 
rudd,  but  the  two  that  can  be  recommended 
above  all  others  are  the  Nottingham  style  and 
fishing  with  the  fly,  the  former  for  preference, 
as  it  can  always  be  used,  whilst  the  latter  as  a 
rule  is  only  suitable  on  very  hot,  calm  days.  At 
such  times  an  accomplished  fly-fisher,  casting  on 
a long  line  a Red  or  Soldier  Palmer  on  fine  guS 
tipped  with  gentles  or  kid,  would  usually  meet 
with  excellent  sport;  many  fish  exceeding  21b. 
have  fallen  victims  to  this  method  during  the 
season. 

In  adopting  the  Nottingham  style,  a light 
rod,  moderately  stiff,  with  Bell’s  Life  or  other 
suitable  rings,  should  be  used,  the  reel  should  be 
a 4in.  wood  centre-pin,  and  the  line  a very  fine 
plaited  undressed  silk,  terminating  in  a two- 
yard  taper  gut  cast,  fine  hut  of  good  quality ; those 
supjdied  by  Mrs.  Bulmer  can  be  thoroughly 
recommended.  The  hook  should  be  on  fine  gut, 
and  for  shape  and  size  I prefer  a McKenzie 
bend  No.  10.  As  it  is  invariably  necessary  to 
cast  some  distance,  often  fifteen  to  twenty  yards, 
it  follows  that  the  line  must  be  fairly  well 
weighted,  therefore  a float  carrying  eight  to  ten 
fair-sized  shot  is  advisable,  and  especially  is  this 
the  case  when  one  has  to  cast  against  wind.  A far 
better  plan  even  than  this  is  to  procure  a Zoneftd 
Jloat,  and  ])inch  one  small  shot  on  the  gut  about 
eight  inches  from  the  bait;  this  causes  the  latter 
to  sink  slowly,  which  is  very  desirable  in  rudd 
fishing.  There  is  a great  diversity  of  opinion 
as  to  the  best  bait  to  use,  but  from  personal 
experience  I find  the  brandling  worm,  well 
scoured  and  lively,  to  lie  the  very  best.  .Gentles 
are  certainly  more  attractive,  but  they  are  so 
continually  taken  by  bleak  as  to  become  a 
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nuisance.  Baste  also  is  a very  good  bait,  but  liable 
to  the  same  drawback  ; moreover  in  casting  a long 
distance  it  soon  comes  oil. 

The  distance  at  which  the  float  must  be  placed 
from  the  hook  depends  upon  the  depth  of  the 
water  or  the  distance  the  weeds  are  from  the 
surface.  Never  fish  on  the  hoftom  ; as  a rule  from 
two  or  three  feet  would  be  found  to  answer  well. 

On  the  Norfolk  Broads  there  is  a system  in 
vogue  of  attracting  and  drawing  the  rudd  from 
the  weeds  by  means  of  what  is  known  as  surface 
baiting,  i.e.,  casting  in  from  time  to  time  pieces 
of  bread.  I have  several  times  tried  it  on  the 
Ouse,  but  find  it  does  more  harm  than  good; 
it  very  soon  floats  down  stream  away  from  the 

swim,  it  also  immediately  attracts  large  quantities 

of  bleak,  which  in  their  turn  draw  pike  and  perch 
to  the  spot,  and  these,  of  course,  soon  scare  the 
rudd  away ; so  that  instead  of  surface  baiting  I 
should  recommend  the  angler  to  moor  his  boat 
at  the  head  of  the  swim,  fish  all  the  water  within 
distance,  keep  a sharp  look  out  for  rudd  breaking 
the  surface,  and  if  any  are  spotted  within  casting 
distance  throw  the  bait  as  lightly  as  possible 
beyond  them,  move  it  gently  towards  them  (about 
a foot  at  a time),  wait  a few  seconds,  and  if  there 
is  no  response  repeat  the  operation ; if  the  float 
moves  rather  rapidly  and  then  disappears  side- 
ways, in  all  probability  the  bait  has  been  seized 
by  a large  rudd,  raise  the  rod  point  till  the  line 
is  clear  from  the  water,  and  then  strike  very 
gently  ; look  out  for  any  weeds  near  the  spot,  for 
towards  them  he  is  almost  certain  to  rush,  so 
put  on  as  much  strain  as  possible  to  keep  him 
clear ; if,  however,  he  should  succeed  in  “weeding” 
you,  be  sure  to  keep  a tight  line,  and  at  intervals 
tap  the  butt ; this  generally  moves  him.  If  this 
should  not  have  the  desired  effect,  raise  the  anchor 
and  get  nearer  the  fish  (see  that  nothing  touches 
the  line,  which,  being  taut,  would  soon  break) ; 
when  he  becomes  aware  of  your  presence  he  will 
instantly  make  a move — sometimes  under  the  boat 
if  you  are  not  careful ; always  let  your  main 
object  be  to  lead  him  into  clear  water,  where  after 
a few  minutes’  play  he  will  cave  in.  As  a rule, 
after  the  capture  of  a large  rudd,  it  is  best  to 
give  the  place  a few  minutes’  rest  before  trying 
again;  in  the  meantime  be  on  the  watch  for  others, 
remembering  that  if  approached  cautiously  and 
the  bait  presented  quietly  they  generally  take ; 
many  a fish  may  be  stalked  and  eventually 
secured  in  this  way. 

The  best  months  for  rudd  in  the  Ouse  are  J uly 
and  August,  and  if  mild  they  are  often  taken  in 
September  and  early  October ; as  the  cold  weather 
comes  on  they  take  to  the  deeps  and  are  seldom 
caught.  -j  •£ 

In  selecting  a day  for  rudd  fishing,  avoid,  if 
possible,  a blustering,  windy  day ; on  such  days 
they  are  generally  sheltering  in  the  weeds,  from 
which  no  bait  will  lure  them.  Choose  rather  a 
dull,  calm,  and  warm  day,  when  the  air  has  just 
cleared  after  a thunderstorm.  If  opportunity 
presents  itself,  carefully  follow  the  directions 
given  herein,  in  either  of  the  swims  mentioned, 
and  in  all  probability  some  grand  specimens  will 
be  yours.  

REMINISCENCES  OP  AN  OLD 
ANGLER. 

(Continued  from  page  249.) 


By  E.  M.  Tod. 


April  3rd,  1888.  Caught  the  influenza,  and  no 
wonder,  the  weather  was  enough  to  kill  a horse,  so 
bitterly  cold  was  the  wind,  the_ oldest  inhabitants 
speaking  of  its  great  severity  as  quite  un- 
precedented. 

7th.  Whilst  still  suffering  I began  to  fish,  tor 
my  holiday  was  melting  away.  I killed  forty- 
four  trout  (best  dozen  12|lb.),  total,  19^1b.  of. 
trout  with  fly. 

8th.  A deuce  of  a day,  a gale,  with  terrible 
gusts,  and  sunny  ! Best  dozen  only  t ilb.  It  is 
interesting  to  notice  how,  as  trout  pick  up  in  con- 
dition daily,  the  average  falls  off ! It  shows  that 
the  larger  trout  are  better  able  to  take  care  of 
themselves,  and,  when  well  fed,  grow  dainty,  arid 
“ dirty-particular,”  too.  Bad  scran  to  them ! No 
doubt  the  gradual  shrinking  in  of  the  river,  and 
advance  of  season  too,  all  help. 

9th.  Sunny  day  with  passing  clouds.  Killed 
thirty-six  trout,  131b.  (fly). 


10th.  Bright  day,  with  white  clouds;  water 
getting  quite  low.  I here  may  be  allowed  to  state 
a fact.  I bad  fished  down  the  river  where,  above 
the  bridge,  a good  deal  of  latitude  is  allowed  to 
the  townspeople — or  was  then,  for  I used  to  see 
evidence  of  their  frequent  excursions.  Now  I 
stopped  fishing  just  above  the  bridge,  and  the 
keeper  was  with  me  (for  a wonder)  this  day,  and 
we  saw  a neighbouring  proprietor.  Major  of 

Castle,  who  is  unquestionably  a first-class 

fisherman,  a much  younger  man  than  myself,  and 
hard  as  a nail,  and  he  had  fished  up  to  the  bridge, 
through  the  preserved  water  in  front  of  the 
kindly  proprietor’s  house  whose  water  I was 
fishing.  The  keeper  said  “ I will  go  and  see  what 
the  Major  has  done,”  and  he  returned  saying  that 
he  had  done  next  to  nothing,  and,  like  myself, 
was  reeling  up.  I had  got  thirty-six  trout, 
weighing  141b.,  with  fly.  Now,  I don’t  want  to 
swagger,  for  I have  too  often  b-cn  defeated,  but 
Forrest’s  “ doubles,”  midge  size,  pulled  my  basket 
out  of  the  fire,  and  yet  they  were  rising  at  a 
March  Brown.  How  is  this,  eh  ? It  came  about 
in  this  way  : I had  picked  up  some  nice  trout, 
but  none  too  many,  and  at  last  arrived  at  the 
head  of  stream — very  narrow — where  the  flies 
came  “on”  in  clouds.  Here  I fished  for  quite 
half  an  hour  in  vain.  Now,  I had  often  been  thus 
worsted,  for  when  the  trout  see  the  natural  fly  in 
thousands  it  is  most  unlikely  that  they  wiU  take 
the  feathers  and  steel  we  offer  to  them  freely, 
and  they  do  not,  so  I bethought  me  (albeit  it 
takes  moral  courage  to  go  away  and  leave  rismg 
trout)  to  begin  where  few  or  none  were  rising,  but 
still  I walked  on  till  the  waters  of  the  stream 
entered  a shallow  pool,  and  my  reason  was  simpL’ 
this : that,  as  a few  flies  would  be  certain  to  be 
carried  down,  trout  would  be  lurking  about,  and 
it  is  when  the  flies  are  few  rather  than  many,  it 
they  suffice  only  to  set  the  trout  fairly  on  the 
feed,  that  one  does  best. 

I saw  a trout  rise,  and  I cast  over  him.  I he 
water  was  still,  with  a very  small  ripple  indeed 
Result— a flash  ! and  I tried  this  again  and  again 
“Ah ! ” I said  to  the  keeper,  “ I will  note  show  you 
what  my  small  ‘ doubles  ’ will  do  result,  as 
above.  But  it  needs  {Treat  judgment  to  know  ivhen 
to  use  them, and  nothing  but  long  experience  can 
give  a man  this.  The  Major  was  quite  sur- 
prised, and  as  he  was  so  excellent  a sportsman,  I 
sent  him  some  of  my  “ doubles  ” to  explain  how  it 
was  I stole  a march  on  him  that  day,  by  the  game- 
keeper  who  had  been  with  me  looking  on  all  day. 

llth.  A most  bitter  wind  blowing  to-day,  but, 
despite  this,  with  fly  — chiefly  small  “Double’ 
]yiidge  _ I managed  to  scrape  together  lOilb.  of 
trout.  Thus  ended  my  first  trip  to  the  Deveron. 

In  May,  1889,  I returned,  and  here  is  my  diary : 
May  27,  and  I begin  by  stating  that  hitherto 
the  weather  has  been  extremely  hot,  and,  as  a 
consequence,  the  rivers  getting  very  low  result, 
only  fifteen  trout,  hslb. 

28th.  Tried  clear  water  worm;  day  not  favour- 
able-result, 71b  , fishing  three  and  a half  hours 
only.  . 

29th.  Clear  water  worm.  Three  and  a half 
hours’  fishing — result,  81b.,  one  trout  l|lb; 
Blowing  half  a gale  down  stream. 

30th.  Same  lure  and  same  gale — result,  sixteen 
trout,  71b.,  two  of  them  over  11b.  each. 

June  1.  Clear  water  worm ; twenty-eight  trout, 
101b. 

3rd.  Seven  trout  only,  31b.! 

4th.  Fished  for  salmon ! Blank  ! 

5th.  Went  to  Banff,  &c.,  but  in  the  evening 
killed  31b.  trout,  with  the  fly. 

6th.  Killed  with  clear  water  worm  (including 
best  dozen,  71b.)  181b.  of  trout. 

7th.  Fished  from  11.15  to  2.45,  to  get  a dish  to 
send  to  my  old  friend,  Major  D.,  by  train 
(eighteen  trout,  6ilb). 

10th.  Clear  water  worm.  Result,  191b.  of 
fine  trout.  Sunny  day,  and  favourable  for  worm 
fishing. 

llth.  Clear  water  worm.  I sent  my  best  ten 
trout  to  Dr.  W.,  an  old  and  keen  hand,  the  largest 
weighed  l^lb.,  the  ten  together  weighed  jn-^t 
81b. ; a good  lot  for  the  Deveron.  My  bag  foil 
the  day  was  14Jlb. 

13th.  Blowing  a gale.  Tried  minnow,  and 
found  it  useless — 'then  for  one  or  two  hours  clear 
water  worm,  and  killed  41b.,  my  best  trout 
lib.  lOoz. — which  showed  some  sport  on  the  find 
drawn  gut  I use. 

15th.  Clear  water  worm.  1 caught  14;^lb. 


trout,  and  oh  ! that  abominable  rheumatism, 
which  compels  me  to  rest  one,  or  even  two  days 
a week  very  often,  esiiecially  in  cold  oast  winds. 

16th.  Fished  c.  w.  w.,  leaving  off  at  3.30,  with 
81b.  of  trout. 

18th.  Began  at  twelve,  and  killed  81b.  of  t;  out. 
19th.  Fished  from  11.45  to  4.30  (c.  w.  w.).  I 
had  a lino  lot  of  trout  to-day,  three  of  them  lEb. 
each.  Total  T21b.  trout — many  others  fib.  each. 

N.B. — I have  lately  used  the  smallest  blue  steel 
swivel,  made  by  Hutchinson,  of  Kendal,  and  I 
find  that  it  just  makes  all  the  difference,  for  the 
worm  on  the  Stewart  tackle,  if  cunningly  baited, 
just  turns  round  once  or  twice,  and  thus  gives 
the  lure  a doubly  attractive  appearance — that 
of  life ! Take  note  all  who  angle  with  the  Stewart 
tackle,  and  give  it  a trial. 

21st.  C.  w.  w.  131b.  My  old  friend  Major  D. 
arrived  this  afternoon.  W e had  not  met  fbr 

nearly  twenty-five  years. 

But,  we’ve  wandered  raony  a weary  foot. 

Sin’  auld  fang  syne. 

I rested  gladly  for  a day  or  two,  but  on  the 
24th  1 fished  (my  friend  looking  on),  and  as  he 
had  to  leave  early,  I only  fished  till  1.30  p.m„  and 
had  71b.  for  him  to  take  away,  all  with  the  c.  w. 
worm. 

25th  June. — (C.  w.  w.).  Deft  off  at  three 
o’clock.  Result  (best  nine  sent  to  Dr.  W , 51b.). 
total  81b.  Two  of  the  trout  were  nearly  11b. 
each.  My  last  day  this  season  on  the  Deveron. 

28th.  Fished  the  Hgie,  Aberdeenshire.  Took 
train  to  Inverugie.  and  fished  up  towards  New- 
seat.  River  low  and  very  weedy,  bad  wading,  Ac. 
I took  quite  a dislike  to  the  river,  and  do  not 
ever  desire  to  fish  it,  at  this  time  of  the  year, 
anyhow. 

Result— 3^1b.  of  trout,  which  proved  very 
good  on  the  table  of  my  friend  Major  D. 

End  of  season,  1889. 

( To  be  continued.) 


312Ealtoniana 

There  have  been  recently  some  heavy  thunder 
showers  in  the  Thames  Valley,  which  have 
freshened  up  the  water,  and  rendered  angling 
prospects  more  favourable  than  they  have  been 
for  some  months  past.  But  though  the  water 
has  risen  slightly,  it  is  clear,  and  the  finest 
tackle  and  the  most  far  off  niethods  of  fishing 
are  required  to  make  anything  approaching  a 
good  basket.  Clear  water  is  most  favourable  for 
chub  fishing  in  the  Nottingham  fashion,  and  now 
that  the  traffic  has  considerably  decreased,  live 
bait  fishing  for  jack  with  float  tackle  down  the 
centre  of  the  reaches,  where  any  stream  can  be 
found,  should  bring  fish  to  the  creel.  Until  the 
frosts  and  floods  come,  the  jack  show  a preference 
to  the  portions  of  river  where  they  can  feel  the 
influence  of  the  stream.  Not  that  I believe  thev 
really  like  a stream,  but  roach,  gudgeon,  and 
other  fish  on  which  they  feed  like  it,  and  they 
of  course  follow  their  food. 


I am  not  a little  sorry  to  hear  of  the  death 
of  George  Neal,  professional  fisherman,  of  Henley- 
on-Thames.  There  was,  I think,  only  one  more 
clever  fisherman  on  the  river.  Those  who  w^t 
out  with  Neal  usually  brought  home  fish.  He 
had  his  little  failings  (like  most  of  u^,  one  of 
which  was  fishing  for  the  market.  He  had  a 
most  remarkable  knowledge  of  the  habits  of 
Thames  fish.  _____ 

Pike  fishing  on  the  Norfolk  Broads  often  begins 
to  be  good  this  month,  and  1 hear  of  over  five 
dozen  pike  having  been  taken  in  one  week  recently 
from  Wroxham  Broad,  There  the  fishing  rights 
are  let  to  a man  named  Ellis,  who  charges  angles 
half-a-crown  a boat — not  half-a-crown  per  rod. 
The  fish,  so  far,  have  not  been  running  very 
large.  Wroxham  is  one  of  the  deepest  broads, 
those  waters  being  for  the  most  part  very  shallok , 
and  yearly  becoming  more  so.  It  is  quite  the 
best  broad  for  yachtsailing  andis  very  picturesque, 
being  surrounded  by  undulating  wooded  country. 
I recently  took  photographs  of  cows  standing  in 
the  water  on  the  south  side  Of  this  broad  reeds, 
reflections,  cattle,  oak  trees  and  various  foliage, 

making  a very  charming  picture. 
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I HAVE  been  getting  into  not  exactly  hot  water, 
but  something  over  "Odeg.,  in  respect  of  a state- 
ment I made  that  the  roach  in  the  broad  district 
swarmed  in  countless  millions,  but  for  the  most 
part  ran  under  the  Thames  standard  of  7in.  I 
added  thattherewere  certain  favourite  spots  where 
better  roach  could  be  obtained,  and  I instanced 
Cantley  ; Buckingham  is  another  spot.  The  very 
capable  writer  of  angling  notes  in  the  Norfolk 
Standard,  with  true  patriotic  spirit,  is  inclined 
to  think  that  I have  not  <{uite  done  the  Norfolk 
and  Suffolk  roach  justice.  I can  only  say  that  I 
explored  the  broad  district  ]iretty  freely,  and 
from  my  own  experience  and  from  inciuiries  I 
made,  am  afraid  I cannot  vary  the  conclusions 
J drew. 


I All  constantly  meeting  with  people  who  say 
that  fishing  in  the  broads  is  “a  fi’aud,”  that  they 
catch  nothing  but  little  fish.  Now  this  is  an 
incorrect  statement,  made  either  from  insufficient 
experience  or  lack  of  skill.  Big  bream  in  many 
parts  of  these  waters  simply  swarm,  and  with 
judicious  baiting  and  careful  fishing  are  to 
be  caught  in  very  great  r(uantities  indeed. 
The  rudd,  if  you  can  find  them,  and  find 
them  in  the  humour,  afford  excellent  sport, 
and  there  are  still  good  shoals  of  perch  left,  but 
these  are  becoming  somewhat  scarce.  I would 
strongly  advise  those  who  propose  to  fish  the 
broads  to  first  take  counsel  either  with  local 
anglers  or  others  who  know  the  waters  thoroughly, 
and  not  to  “run  chance,”  as  they  say  in  Ireland, 
and  go  merely  to  the  spot  which  is  near  to  some 
convenient  railway  static n. 


An  old  salt,  to  whom  I was  talking  the  other 
day,  had  some  theories  about  east  coast  fish,  which 
interested  me.  He  said  that  the  fish  which  were 
caught  on  the  sandy  shores  of  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk  were  infinitely  better  eating  than  those 
taken  on  rocky  coasts,  ,«uch  as  on  the  seaboard  of 
Cornwall  and  Devon.  The  best  eating  mackerel, 
said  he,  might  be  known  by  having  white  roofs  to 
their  moutbs,  and  some  of  these  the  fishermen 
always  picked  out  for  their  own  eating.  The 
wholesale  price  of  mackerel  just  then  was  a pound 
a hundred,  which  is  roughly  about  twopence  half- 
penny each,  but  in  the  shops  of  this  little  seaport 
were  being  retailed  to  inhabitants  and  visitors  at 
from  4d.  to  fid.  each,  an  average  profit  of 
a little  over  a hundred  per  cent.,  which,  bearing 
in  mind  that  there  were  no  railway  charges  to  be 
covered,  seems  just  a little  too  much. 

Templar. 


CLEAR  WATER  WORM  FISHING. 

A DOWN  STREAM  WIND. 

I KNOW  nothing  so  heartbreaking  as  fishing 
the  “ flying  worm  ” under  the  conditions  touched 
Upon  by  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  {Fishing  Gazette,  Oct.  7), 
“when  the  wind  is  blowing  down  stream  hard.” 
A hasty  man,  at  all  solicitous  about  his  soul, 
would  do  well  to  reel  up  and  go  home.  The 
patient  man,  however,  has  one  or  two  compensa- 
tions. The  wind  which  makes  casting  so  difficult 
and  which  bellies  the  line  and  drags  the  worm 
about  so  cruelly,  also  puts  a curl  on  the  water, 
which  conceals  the  angler’s  designs,  and  a basket 
is  made  somehow.  More  fish,  and  worms,  are 
lost  than  in  fishing  on  a calm  day,  and  that  is 
where  the  aggravation  comes  in,  but  more  fish 
take.  The  bait  may  be  seized  just  as  it  drops,  or 
there  may  be  a second  or  two  between  the  gusts 
when  the  line  is  not  interfered  with  by  the  wind. 
Again,  the  wind,  if  the  river  run  from  north  to 
south,  or  from  east  to  west,  is  apt  at  midsummer, 
if  it  is  blowing  hard  down  stream  in  the  morning, 
to  veer  with  the  sun  and  work  its  own  relief  as 
the  day  goes  on ; on  the  other  hand,  if  the  river 
runs  from  south  to  north,  the  trouble  comes  on 
about  noon,  and  I have  in  my  mind’s  eje  one 
stretch  of  water  on  such  a river — a beautiful  bit, 
too,  full  of  “smittle”  spots  certain  to  yield  good 
trout — whicb  is,  by  the  time  I reach  it,  frequently 
unfishable  for  that  reason.  The  moral  I would 
draw  is,  if  the  wind  is  blowing  hard  down  stream, 
and  you  refuse  to  go  home,  keep  your  temper, 
dawdle  and  enjoy  the  fleeting  hour,  and  hope  for 
a change  of  wind.  I never  tried  Mr.  Tod’s  device 
of  a sinker,  and  humbly  confess  my  dissent  from 
the  use  of  sinkers  in  “ fly-fishing  with  the  worm.” 


For  one  thing,  there  may  be  in  the  deep  and  swift 
centre  current  which  Mr.  Tod  speaks  of  a “ lordly 
trout,”  but  in  my  experience  they  are  so  extremely 
rare — all  or  almost  all  the  fish  on  a hot  summer 
day  wallow’ing  on  the  shallows — that  I long  ago 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  loss  of  time  to 
fish  those  deep  places  which  look  so  enticing 
earlier  in  the  year,  wBen  the  fly  is  theonly  lure. 
I have  in  my  time  made  scores  of  tentative 
casts  in  such  places  without  avail,  but  then  I 
had  no  sinker,  and  Mr.  Tod’s  remark  on  this 
head  is  a wrinkle  to  be  borne  in  mind. 

There  is  yet  another  way  of  dealing  with  a 
head  wdnd,  which  Mr.  Tod  may  possibly ; not 
have  heard  of.  It  w'as  one  of  the  lessons 
of  my  mentor,  the  late  Dickie  Routledge,  of 
Carlisle.  I had  been  telling  him  a distressing 
experience  with  the  wind  in  my  teeth,  and 
had  asked  him  what  he  would  do  under  such 
circumstances.  “ Fish  down  stream,”  said  he 
and  showed  me  how  he  did  it.  He  made  his  cast 
(righthandof  course)  with  the  left  shoulder  and  foot 
advanced,  and  when  the  bait  dropped,  swung  his 
body  steadily  round  and  took  one  step  forward 
with  the  right  foot.  The  bait  thus  travelled 
about  two  yards.  By  that  time  he  had  either 
hooked  a trout  or  demonstrated  that  there  was 
not  one  to  get  hold  of.  I never  practically  tested 
this  method,  for  the  simple  i-eason  that  one  would 
have  to  go  to  the  top  of  the  water,  instead  of 
beginning  at  the  bottom  and  fishing  up  as  one 
naturally  does  in  practising  the  clear  water 
worm,  so  I always  preferred  to  fish  up  and 
chance  it.  Greta. 


TIPS  FOR  JACK  FISHERMEN. 


WiTE  the  approach  of  October,  the  would-be 
slayer  of  the  giants  looks  to  his  tackle  and 
prepares  for  another  winter  campaign  in  which 
it  is  his  fond  hope  that  “ that  40-pounder  ” will 
be  at  last  forthcoming.  May  his  wish  be  realised 
is  my  desire,  and  with  a view  that  every  little 
helps,  I append  a few  hints  which  may  be  of 
service.  I think  that  what  I shall  hav’e  to  say 
will  be  new  to  many,  as  it  is  the  outcome  of  my 
own  experience,  and  has  been  well  tested  in 
actual  practice.  'Pheory  is  all  very  well  on  paper, 
but  when  tried  at  the  riverside  is  often  found 
sadly  wanting.  By  far  the  most  artistic  method 
of  luring  Esox  hicius  to  his  doom  is  spinning,  and 
I have  found  that  this  kills  best  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  season.  Later  on,  when  the  weather 
gets  cold,  the  jack  appear  to  get  torpid,  and  like 
a bait  to  hang  over  them  for  a time,  when  they 
suddenly  make  up  their  mind  and  seize  it.  As  a 
proof  of  the  superiority  of  spinning,  I may  men- 
tion that  I took  thirteen  fish  from  the  Colne  in  an 
hour  and  a half,  during  which  time  two  friends, 
one  of  whom  had  two  lively  dace  on  a ledger,  and 
the  other  a single  bait  on  float  tackle,  never  got  a 
run,  although  w'e  were  fishing  the  same  weir  pool. 
In  spite  of  the  numerous  objections  that  have 
been  urged  against  the  style,  I must  declare  my 
allegiance  to  the  Nottingham  plan  of  spinning 
from  the  reel.  Authorities  have  laid  down  the 
law  to  the  effect  that  it  is  impossible  to  throw  a 
light  bait  from  the  reel,  that  accuracy  is  out  of 
the  question,  and  that  the  bait  travels  in  too  “ jog 
trot  ” a manner.  All  these  objections  I hold 
fallacious,  for  they  may  be  overcome  by  practice. 
A properly  constructed  winch  will  enable  a light 
bait  to  be  got  out.  This  (the  reel)  should  have  as 
light  a barrel  as  possible,  and  should  be  of  a 
fairly  large  diameter  with  the  centre  turned  out 
on  each  side  until  it  is  a mere  shell.  I always 
make  my  own  and  find  that  I can  throw  comfort- 
ably when  the  bait  trace  and  lead  weigh  under  an 
ounce.  It  is  a simple  problem  in  mechanics,  that 
to  enable  a light  weight  to  start  a revolving 
cylinder  at  a high  speed  in  a short  space  of  time, 
the  cylinder  must  also  be  of  light  construction, 
or  its  inertia  will  be  more  than  the  light  bait  can 
overcome.  I get  over  the  “jog  trot”  travel  of 
the  bait  by  winding  in  the  line  in  the  usual  way ; 
but  taking  care  to  keep  the  top  of  the  rod  moving 
in  exactly  the  same  manner  as  when  spinning  in 
ordinary  Thames  style.  This  imparts  a jerky 
motion  to  the  bait  which  is  much  more  kdling 
than  when  it  is  wound  in  like  an  automaton. 

Legions  of  spinning  flights  have  been  invented 
and  ])ut  before  anglers  during  the  last  decade, 
each  one  of  which  was  supposed  to  be  the  best  on 
earth  ; but  no  one  seems  to  have  discovered  that 


in  the  ordinary  Thames  snap,  as  used  for  live- 
bait,  there  was  as  good  an  arrangement  for 
spinning  a small  bait  as  could  be  desired.  All 
that  is  necessary  is  to  hook  in  the  triangle  across 
the  back  of  the  bait,  and  when  the  bait  is  a 
gudgeon  insert  the  lip  hook  through  both  lips 
from  underneath.  Sufficient  tension  must  exist 
betw^een  the  lip  hook  and  triangle  to  impart  a 
slight  twist  to  the  bait,  when  it  will  spin  like 
“ greased  lightning.”  For  a small  roach  or  dace 
a more  brilliant  spin  will  be  secured  by  first 
threading  the  lip  hook  bodily  through  the  gills, 
and  afterwards  inserting  it  as  before.  A bleak 
does  not  work  well  on  the  tackle.  Possibly 
owing  to  there  being  only  one  triangle,  and  that 
of  large  size  and  exactly  in  the  right  place  for 
the  pike  to  grip,  this  tackle  is  a very  certain 
hooker,  and  few  fish  get  off. 

For  those  who  like  the  Chapman  spinner,  which 
is  undoubtedly  a good  thing  when  delicate  baits 
like  sprats  have  to  be  employed,  I can  recommend 
the  following  improvements  which  I have  had  in 
use  for  many  years.  They  are  : Firstly,  have  the 
extreme  end  of  the  shank  bent  into  a corkscrew 
form  for  at  least  three  turns,  with  the  twist 
arranged  in  the  opposite  direction  to  that  of  the 
fins — this  will  cause  their  motion  to  be  con- 
stantly tending  to  screw  it  into  the  bait,  and  so 
keep  it  well  up  to  the  end  of  the  tackle ; secondly, 
take  a fine  saw  and  cut  through  one  side  of  the 
top  ring,  where  the  hook  links  are  threaded 
through — this  will  enable  a different  flight  of 
hooks  to  be  attached  at  any  time,  and  save  the 
tedious  plan  of  tying  them  up  in  position ; 
thirdly,  only  use  two  triangles  and  let  them  fly 
loose,  securing  the  bait  by  two  single  hooks 
whipped  on  to  the  hook  links  just  above  the 
triangles. 

Fine  fishing  is  a desideratum,  and  new  leads 
show  so  much  in  the  water  that  I have  had  them 
seized  instead  of  the  bait.  To  prevent  this 
place  them  in  a saucer  along  with  a little  fine 
gunpowder,  ignite,  and  allow  a short  time  for  the 
products  of  the  combustion  to  eat  into  the  surface 
of  the  metal.  Their  pristine  splendour  will  have 
departed  for  ever.  Pinner. 


NOTICES  OF  BOOKS. 

Catkiona:  a Sequel  to  “Kidnapped.”  By  Robert 
Louis  Stevenson  (Cassell  and  Company,  Limited). 
— To  those  who  have  not  read  “ Kidnapped,  ’ 
and  the  present  writer  is  of  that  number,  this 
charming  story  presents  some  difficulties  as  to 
the  hero's  antecedents.  Here  David  Balfour 
appears  on  the  stage  at  the  mature  age  of 
twenty-two,  having  already  apparently  gone 
through  troubles  enough  for  an  ordinary 
lifetime;  but  David  Balfour  is  notan  ordinary 
mortal.  Just  at  the  time  when  fortune  seemed 
to  be  smiling  on  him  for  the  first  time,  and  he 
had  come  into  a landed  estate,  or  at  least  had 
established  his  heirship,  on  the  death  of  a 
miserly  and  cruel  old  uncle,  who  in  the  earlier 
story  seems  to  have  been  instrumental  in  getting 
the  boy  “kidnapped”  to  get  rid  of  him  as  his 
future  heir,  he  is  beset  by  new  troubles,  a price 
being  put  on  his  head  as  an  accomplice  in  the 
Appm  murder.  The  troubles  and  disasters  that 
befel  him  present  a thrilling  narrative.  He 
boldly  presents  himself  before  the  Lord  Advocate 
Prestongrange  with  a view  to  establish  not  only 
his  own  innocence,  but  that  of  his  friend,  James 
Stuart ; and  a piece  of  good  luck  it  was  for  him 
that  he  had  fallen  into  the  hands  , of  the  Lord 
Advocate  instead  of  his  villainous  subordinate, 
Fraser,  the  master  of  Lovat.  Prestongrange 
treated  him  generously,  but  he  was  fully 
determined  that  whether  guilty  or  innocent 
James  Stuart  should  die,  justifying  his  decision 
on  very  flimsy  political  grounds  ; for  this  reason 
it  was  that  he  caused  poor  Balfour's  imprison- 
ment on  the  Bass  Rock  until  the  trial  was  over, 
to  prevent  him  giving  evidence  in  favour  of 
Stuart.  His  subsequent  journeyings  in  Holland 
and  France,  his  relations  with  James  More 
Macgregor  and  his  daughter  Catriona — between 
whom  and  himself  there  are  some  very  singular 
love  episodes  — will  be  found  absorbingly 
attractive  reading. 


Mk.  Alexander  Wright,  Accountant,  of  10,  Everelda-street, 
Barnsbury,  N.  (member  of  the  Gresham,  Junior  Fly- Fishers,  Ac.), 
undertakes  the  auditing  and  balancing  of  every  description  of 
accounts  at  moderate  rates.  Bents  and  debts  collected. 
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THAMES  CONSERVANCY. 

Bye-laws  for  the  PnoxECTrox,  Preservation,  and 
Regulation  of  the  Fisheries  in  the  River 
Thames,  from  Cricklade.  in  the  County  of 
AVilts,  to  Yantlet,  in  the  tJjunty  of  Kent. 


2'hc  Conservators  of  the  River'  Tli, rimes  in  exercise 
of  the  "powers  and  authority  vested  in  them  hy  the 
Thames  Conservancy  Acts,  18-57  and  1861,  the 
Thames  Navigation  Act,  1866,  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy Act,  1867,  the  Thames  Navigation  Act, 
1870,  tiie  Thames  Conservancy  Act,  1878,  the 
Thames  Act,  1883,  and  the  Thames  Preservation 
Act,  1885,  and  of  every  other  authority  them  here- 
unto in  anyivise  enabling,  do  order  and  direct  as 
follows  {that  is  to  say) : — 

1.  These  bye-laws  may  be  cited  as  The  Thames 
Fishery  Bye-laws,  1893.” 

2.  These  bye-laws  shall  come  into  operation  the  day 
after  the  same  are  allowed  by  Her  Majesty  in  Council. 

3.  Except  when  the  application  of  any  bye-law  or  bye- 
laws is  expressly  limited  to  any  particular  part  or  parts 
of  the  river,  or  to  any  particular  or  specified  class  of  fish 
or  mode  of  fishing,  these  bye-laws  shall  extend  and  apply 
to  the  Rivers  Thames  and  Isis,  hereinafter  called  “ The 
River  Thames,”  as  herein  defined,  and  to  all  creeks, 
inlets,  and  bends  between  Teddington  Lock,  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  and  Yantlet  Creek,  in  the  county 
of  Kent,  so  far  as  the  tide  flows  and  reflows  therein  at 
ordinary  tides,  and  to  every  class  of  fish  and  every  mode 
of  fishing. 

Modes  and  Instruments  of  Fishing. 

UPPER  RIVER. 

The  following  bye-laws,  numbered  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10, 
and  11,  shall  only  apply  to  so  much  of  the  River  Thames 
as  is  situate  above  London  Bridge. 

4.  The  following  instruments,  nets,  and  appiratus 
shall  be  the  only  instruments,  nets,  and  apparatus  that 
may  lawfully  be  used  for  taking  fish  : — 1,  rod  and  line  ; 
2,  a flew  or  stream  net ; 3,  a seine  or  draft  net ; 4,  a 
single  blay  net ; 5,  a smelt  net ; 6,  a flounder  net ; 7,  a 
minnow  net ; 8,  a hand  or  well  net ; 9,  a landing  net ; 
10,  a casting  or  bait  net ; 11,  grig  wheels.  And  such  nets 
and  apparatus  shall  only  be  used  in  the  places  at  the 
times  and  in  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed. 

5.  No  rod  and  line  shall  beused  except  when  fished  with 
either  a natural  or  artificial  baitin  a proper  manner,  and 
no  person  shall  fish  with  more  than  two  rods  and  lines 
at  the  same  time. 

6.  No  person  shall  allow  any  rod  and  line,  or  line  to 
which  any  bait  or  hook,  natural  or  artificial,  is  s-ttached, 
to  be  drawn  or  trailed  from  any  vessel  on  the  River 
Thames. 

7.  No  person  shall  fish  for  pike  with  any  device  or 
tackle  that  does  not  admit  of  the  pike  taken  therewith 
being  returned  to  the  water  without  any  serious  injury. 

8.  No  flew  or  stream  net  shall  be  used  of  a greater 
length  than  16  fathoms,  measured  along  the  head  rope, 
nor  with  a mesh  of  less  than  3in.  from  knot  to  knot, 
the  measurements  to  be  made  when  the  net  is  wet.  No 
seine  or  draft  net  shall  be  used  of  a greater  length 
than  16  fathoms,  measured  along  the  head  rope,  nor 
with  a mesh  less  than  2Jin.  from  knot  to  knot,  the 
measurements  in  each  case  to  be  made  when  the  net  is 
wet.  No  blay  net  shall  be  used  of  a greater  length 
than  13  fathoms,  measured  along  the  bead  rope,  nor 
with  a mesh  less  than  2in.  from  knot  to  knot  the  measure- 
ments in  each  case  to  be  made  when  wet.  No  smelt 
net  shall  be  used  of  a greater  length  than  16  fathoms, 
measured  along  the  head-rope,  nor  with  a mesh  other 
than  the  following  for  5 fathoms,  measured  along  the 
head  rope  from  each  end  thereof,  with  a mesh  not  less 
than  Ijin,  from  knot  to  knot,  and  for  the  remaining 
6 fathoms,  measured  along  the  head  rope  which  shall 
join  the  two  portions  of  5 fathoms,  with  a mesh  not  less 
than  lin.,  the  said  measurements  to  be  made  in  all  cases 
when  the  net  is  wet.  No  flounder  net  shall  be  used  of  a 
greater  length  than  16  fathoms,  measured  along  the 
head  rope,  or  of  a greater  depth  than  9ft.,  or  with  a 
mesh  of  less  than  2|in.  from  knot  to  knot,  the  said  mea- 
surements to  be  made  in  all  cases  when  the  net  is  wet. 
No  minnow  net  shall  be  used  with  a greater  diameter 
than  3ft.  in  any  part  of  the  net.  No  landihg  net  shall 
he  used  with  a greater  diameter  than  2ft,  and  a greater 
length  than  three  feet  from  the  ring  and  the  end  of  the 
net,  nor  with  a mesh  of  less  than  lin.  from  knot  to  knot, 
such  measurements  to  be  made  when  the  net  is  wet.  No 
casting  or  bait  net  shall  be  used  exceeding  20ft.  in  cir- 
cumference, now  with  a mesh  of  less  than^in.  from  knot 
to  knot,  nor  with  a sack  or  purse  of  more  than  6in.  in 
depth  when  fully  extended,  the  measurements  in  ea(^ 
case  to  be  made  when  the  net  is  wet. 

9.  The  following  nets  and  no  other  may  be  used  by 
all  persons  for  all  fish: — A minnow  net,  a landiug  net, 
and  a hand  or  well  net.  The  following  nets  may  not  be 
used  except  in  that  part  of  the  River  Thames  as  lies 
between  Isleworth  Church  Ferry  and  London  Bridge, 
and  except  by  the  persons  who  used  such  nets  during 
the  year  1892. 

10.  The  following  nets  shall  only  be  used  by  the 
following  persons,  and  in  a specified  way  ; — A landing 
net  by  a person  angling,  or  by  an  assistant  to  a person 
angling,  and  as  auxiliary  to  angling  with  a rod  and  line, 
to  land  fish  hooked  on  a line  by  the  person  fishing.  A 
minnow  net  by  a person  angling  or  aboutto  angle,  or  his 
servant  or  agent,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  minnows 
for  bait,  to  be  used  for  angling  in  the  River  Thames.  A 
casting  or  bait  net  may  only  be  used  by  assistant  river 


keepers  in  obtaining  bait,  to  be  used  by  persons  for 
angling  in  the  River  Thames. 

11.  No  night  hook,  night  lino,  nor  fixed  hook  or  line 
shall  bo  used  in  the  River  Thames  above  London 
Bridge. 

Modes  and  Instruments  of  Fishing. 

LOWER  RIVER. 

The  following  bye-laws,  numbered  12,  13.  and  14,  shall 
only  apply  to  so  much  of  the  River  Thames  as  is 
situate  below  London  Bridge. 

12.  The  following  nets,  implements,  and  apparatus 
shall  bo  the  only  implements,  nets,  and  apparatus  that 
may  be  lawfully  used  for  taking  fish  : 1.  rod  and  line  ; 
2,  hand  lines  fished  with  bait ; 3,  trim-tram  or  four 
beam  nets  ; 4,  trawl  nets  ; 5,  flounder  nets  ; 6,  stow- 
boat  nets  until  the  1st  day  of  July,  1895,  and  such  nets 
and  apparatus  shall  only  be  used  in  the  places  at  the 
times  and  in  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed. 

13.  No  trim-tram  or  four-beam  net  shall  be  used  with 
a weighted  beam  of  a greater  length  that  21ft.,  or  with  a 
mouth  of  a greater  total  circumference  than  60ft., 
measuring  in  each  of  the  sides.  The  netting  of  any  such 
net  shall  not  be  of  a greater  length  than  30ft.  from  the 
beam  to  the  extreme  end  of  the  cod  of  the  net,  and  shall 
not  be  less  than  fin.  from  knot  to  knot,  the  measure- 
ments to  be  made  when  the  net  is  wet. 

11.  No  trawl  net  shall  be  used  with  a beam  of  greater 
length  than  .30ft  , and  the  netting  of  such  net  shall  not 
bo  of  a greater  length  than  75ft.  from  the  beam,  nor 
with  a mesh  of  less  than  Jin.  from  knot  to  knot,  the 
measurements  to  be  made  when  the  net  is  wet. 

GENERAL. 

15.  No  net  in  any  part  of  the  River  Thames  shall  be 
fixed  or  attached  to  the  soil,  or  made  stationary  in  any 
way,  and  a net  held  by  any  person  or  persons  in  a boat 
or  boats,  that  is  or  are  moored  or  anchored,  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  a fixed  net  for  the  purposes  of  this  bye- 
law. 

16.  No  person  shall  put  down  in  any  part  of  the  River 
Thames  at  the  mouth  of  any  brook,  creek,  river,  or  back- 
water, communicating  with  the  River  Thames,  or  run- 
ning into  the  said  river,  or  at  any  mill,  sluice,  race,  or 
branch  of  the  said  river,  any  net  or  device  whatever  to 
stop,  catch,  or  hinder  any  fish,  spawn,  or  fry  of  fish 
from  coming  into,  or  going  out  of  the  River  Thames. 

17.  No  spear,  gaff,  strokehaul,  hook,  or  other  instru- 
ment of  a like  nature,  or  any  other  device,  used  in  the 
manner  such  instruments  are  usually  employed,  shall  be 
used  in  any  part  of  the  River  Thames.  Provided  that 
this  bye-law  shall  not  apply  to  any  person  using  a gaff 
as  auxiliary  to  angling  for  pike  with  a rod  and  line. 

18.  No  person  shall  use  any  rod  and  line,  hook,  wire, 
snare,  or  other  device,  either  alone  or  in  connection 
with  a rod  and  line,  or  in  any  other  way  so  as  to  take 
fish  by  means  of  foul  hooking,  snatching  or  snaring  in 
any  part  of  the  River  Thames. 

19.  No  wheel,  or  basket  for  taking  eels  or  other  fish, 
shall  be  used  in  the  River  Thames  except  grig  wheels 
not  laid  or  placed  near  any  dam,  or  weir,  and  having  a 
diameter  not  exceeding  six  inches,  and  such  wheels  shall 
only  be  used  in  such  part  of  the  River  Thames  as  lies 
below  the  City  Stone,  Staines. 

Times  in  which  the  taking  of  Fish  is 
Prohibited. 

20.  No  salmon,  or  salmon-trout,  may  be  fished  for, 
taken,  or  attempted  to  be  taken  in  the  River  Thames 
between  the  1st  day  of  Septembsr  and  the  31st  day  of 
March  following,  both  inclusive,  and  no  trout  or  chp 
may  be  fished  for,  taken,  or  attempted  to  be  taken  in 
the  River  Thames,  between  the  11th  day  of  September 
and  the  31st  day  of  March  following,  both  inclusive. 

21.  No  smelts  may  be  fished  for,  taken,  or  attempted 
to  be  taken  between  the  25th  day  of  March  and  the  27th 
day  of  July  following,  both  inclusive. 

22.  No  lamperns  may  be  fished  for,  taken,  or  attempted 
to  be  taken  between  the  1st  day  of  April  and  the  24th 
day  of  August  following,  both  inclusive. 

23.  In  tnat  part  of  the  River  Thames  as  is  situate 
above  London  Bridge  no  person  shall  fish  with  or  use 
any  rod  and  line  between  the  15th  day  of  March  and  the 
15th  day  of  June  following,  both  inclusive,  except  a rod 
and  line  for  taking  trout,  and  fished  with  an  artificial 
fly  or  with  a spinning  or  live  bait. 

21.  No  fish  found  in  the  part  of  the  River  Thames 
above  London  Bridge  may  be  taken  between  the  15th 
day  of  March  and  the  15th  day  of  June  following,  both 
inclusive,  except  trout  and  roach,  dace,  gudgeon,  bleak, 
and  minnows,  taken  as  herein  iirovided  as  bait  for 
trout. 

25.  No  person  shall  fish  for,  take,  or  attempt  to  take 
by  any  means  whatever  in  that  part  of  the  River  Thames 
as  lies  above  the  City  Stone  at  Staines,  nor  from  any 
vessel  in  that  part  of  the  River  Thames  as  lies  between 
the  City  Stone  and  London  Bridge,  any  fish  between  the 
expiration  of  the  first  hour  after  sunset  and  the  last 
hour  before  sunrise. 

Places  in  which  the  taking  of  Fish  is 
Prohibited. 

26.  The  places  hereinafter  mentioned  are  places  staked 
and  marked  out  by  the  Conservators  for  the  preservation 
and  incubation  of  the  fish  in  the  River  Thames,  that  is 
to  say: — Richmond:  From  Richmond  Bridge  upwards, 
a distance  of  about  700  yards  in  length  or  thereabouts 
to  the  building  known  at  Buccleuch  House.  Twicken- 
ham : From  the  upper  end  of  the  Lawn  at  Pope’s  Villa 
to  the  Island  at  Cross  Deep,  a distance  of  400  yards  in 
length  or  thereabouts.  Kingston  : From  Broom  Hall, 
Teddington,  through  the  Backwater  (the  Crowlock)  up  to 
the  South-Western  Railway  Bridge  at  Kingston,  a dis- 
tance of  1960  yards  or  thereabouts.  Thame?  Ditton:  From 


Long  Ditton  Perry  for  512  yards  or  thereabouts  westwards. 
Hampton  : From  Molesey  Look  to  the  upper  end  of  the 
lawn  at  Garrick  Villa,  Hampton,  a distance  of  1.511 
yards  or  thereabouts.  .Sunbury  : From  the  Magpie  Inn 
for  683  yards  or  thereabouts  to  the  westward  to  Sun- 
bury Weir.  Walton : Walton  Sale,  a length  of  250 
yards.  Shepperton  : The  Upper  Deep,  a distance  of  240 
yards.  Shepperton  : The  Lower  Deep,  a distance  of  200 
yards.  Weybridge  : From  Shepperton  Lock,  along  the 
course  of  the  river  to  the  Weir,  a distance  of  about 
830  yards  or  thereabouts.  Chertsey : From  a point 
80  yards  below  the  Bridge  to  the  Weir,  a distance  of 
415  yards  or  thereabouts.  Ponton  Hook : From  the 
Weir  round  the  Island  and  up  to  the  Lock  at  Penton 
Hook,  being  a distance  of  1L50  yards  or  thereabouts. 
Staines  : From  a point  below  the  Road  Brhlge,  Staines, 
to  the  City  Stone,  a distance  of  210  yards  or  there- 
abouts. 

27.  In  any  of  the  above-mentioned  places  no  person 
shall  do  or  aid  or  assist  in  doing  any  of  the  following 
things ; [a)  Take  up,  remove,  injure,  or  destroy  any 
stake,  burr,  boat,  punt,  or  any  other  thing  placed  for 
the  purpose  of  impeding  fishing  or  the  protection  of  fish. 

(b)  Disturb  the  said  preserves  or  the  fish  therein,  or  any 
spawning  bed  or  place  to  which  fish  resort  before, 
during,  or  after  spawning  in  any  of  the  said  preserves. 

(c)  Fish  for,  take,  or  attempt  to  take  fish  in  any  of  the 
said  preserves  by  any  mode  whatsoever  except  angling 
with  a rod  and  line.  Provided  that  any  duly  registered 
fisherman  may  use  in  such  preserves  grig  wheels  for 
taking  eels  during  the  time  the  same  may  be  lawfully 
used. 

Sizes  of  Fish. 

28.  No  fish  of  the  species  hereinafter  mentioned  shall 
be  taken  in  or  out  of  the  River  Thames,  or,  having  been 
taken,  shall  be  had  in  possession  or  exposed  for  sale  on 
the  River  Thames  or  on  the  shore  thereof,  or  on  any 
lands  adjoining  or  near  to  the  river,  of  less  than  the  sizes 
and  dimensions  hereinafter  respectively  mentioned  (that 
is  to  say) : Pike  or  jack,  extreme  length,  18in.  ; perch. 
Sin.  ; chub,  lOin. ; roach,  7in. ; dace,  6in.  ; barbel,  16in. ; 
trouc,  16in.  ; grayling,  12in. ; bream,  lOin. ; carp, 
lOin. ; tench.  Sin.  ; rudd,  6in. ; gudgeon,  lin. ; flounders, 
7in.  : smelts,  6in.  ; lamperns,  7in.  ; soles  or  slips,  Sin. ; 
whiting,  7in. ; plaice  or  dabs.  Sin.  All  shrimps  to  be 
sifted  when  alive  through  a sieve  of  three-eigths  of  an 
inch  between  the  wires,  all  which  wires  shall  be  placed 
either  vertically  or  horizontally,  and  no  shrimp  that  will 
pass  through  such  sieve  shall  be  kept  or  retained. 

But  this  bye-law  shall  not  apply  (a)  To  any  person  who 
takes  any  undersized  fish  accidentally  and  at  once 
returns  such  tish  alive  to  the  water  without  injury  ; (b) 
To  any  roach,  dace,  gudgeon,  bleak,  or  minnows  taken 
for  use  as  bait,  provided  that,  except  for  the  purpose  of 
baiting  eel  baskets,  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  have 
in  his  possession  or  under  his  control  more  than  thirty 
of  such  fish  for  use  as  bait  at  any  one  time,  or  to  take  by 
himself,  his  servants,  or  agents  more  than  fifty  of  such 
fish  on  any  day. 

21.  Any  person  who  shall  have  in  his  possession,  on, 
near,  or  adjoining  the  River  Thames,  any  fish  of  less 
dimensions  than  those  specified  in  the  last  preceding 
bye-law  shall  be  deemed  to  be  guilty  of  an  offence  against 
such  bye-law,  unless  he  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
court  before  which  he  is  tried  that  he  was  lawfully  in 
possession  of  such  fish.  Provided  that  this  bye-law 
shall  not  apply  to  the  person  in  charge  of  any  boat  enter- 
ing Hadleigh  Ray,  in  order  to  land  at  Lsigh,  fish  on 
board  such  boat  which  have  been  taken  outside  the 
limits  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Conservators. 

General. 

30.  Any  person  following  the  business  of  a fisherman 
on  the  River  Thames,  or  letting  for  hire  for  fishing  any 
boat,  punt,  or  other  vessel  to  be  used  on  the  River 
Thames,  shall  be  subject  to  the  following  regulations  : 
(a)  Hisnatne  and  place  of  abode  shall  be  duly  registered 
in  a book  kept  for  that  purpose  by  the  secretary  to  the 
Conservators  of  the  River  Tnames  at  their  London  office 
for  the  time  being,  which  office  is  now  situate  , at  41, 
Trinity-square,  Tower  Hill.  (5)  On  the  registration  of 
his  name  ne  shall  pay  a fee  of  Is.  in  respect  of  each  boat, 
punt,  or  other  vessel,  (c)  The  secretary  shall  tfiys  to 
every  such  person  on  his  registration  a certificate 
thereof,  such  certificate  shall  contain  the  number  of 
every  such  boat,  punt,  or  vessel,  (d)  Such  person  shall 
cause  to  be  painted,  and  keep  painted  and  legible,  in 
characters  not  less  than  2in.  long  and  Jin.  broad,  on  the 
starboard  bow  and  on  the  port  quarter  of  every  such 
boat,  punt,  or  vessel,  such  number,  together  wifh  his 
name  and  place  of  abode.  Any  person  neglecting  to  have 
such  number,  name,  aud  address  painted  on  each  such 
boat,  punt,  or  vessel,  and  to  keep  the  same  so  painted, 
or  shall  permit  the  same  to  be  defaced  or  removed,  shall 
be  guilty  of  an  offence  against  this  bye-law,  and  shall, 
in  addition  to  any  other  penalty  on  convicfion  tor  such 
offence,  forfeit  his  certificate  of  registration.  Provided 
that  this  bye-law  shall  not  apply  to  cases  in  which  any 
vessel  is  already  marked  in  accordance  with  any  existing 
law  or  regulation  in  force  in  the  River  Thames. 

31.  No  person  shall  follow  the  business  of  a fisherman, 
nor  shall  let  or  use  any  boat,  punt,  or  vessel  for  hire  for 
fishing  on  that  part  of  the  River  Thames  as  is  situate 
above  London  Bridge  without  being  registered  in  respect 
thereof  and  without  having  the  same  marked  with  the 
registered  number  and  his  name  and  place  of  abode,  as 
provided  by  the  last  preceding  bye-law. 

32.  Nothing  in  these  bya-laws  shall  prevent  any 
person,  provided  he  has  the  previous  consent  in  writing 
of  the  Conservators  under  their  common  seal,  from 
obtaining  fish  for  the  purpose  of  artificial  jiropagation 
and  other  scientific  purposes  from  any  part  of  the  River 
Thames,  or  from  having  in  his  possession  almon  roe  oc 
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tront  roe  for  any  of  these  purposes,  or  from  taking  or 
attempting  to  take  salmon  or  trout  whoa  spawning  or 
near  the  spawning  beds. 

33.  Nothing  in  these  bye-laws,  except  the  provisions 
relative  to  the  fence  season  and  to  the  sizes  of  fish, 
shall  take  away  or  abridge  the  right  of  the  owner  or 
occupier  of  a private  fishery,  or  any  person  having 
authority  in  writing  from  any  such  owner  or  occupier, 
to  do  any  of  the  following  things  within  the  limits  of 
such  private  fishery  only  : that  is,  to  fish  tor,  or  to  take, 
or  attempt  to  take,  fish  and  eels  by  means  of  nets 
commonly  called  cast  nets  and  cray-fish  nets,  or  by  grig 
or  ground  wheels  for  eels,  or  by  night  lines,  or  by  means 
of  eel  bucks  or  stages,  so  far  only  as  the  same  or  any  of 
them  can  be  legally  used  irrespective  of  these  bye-laws. 
Provided  that  on  a special  licence  being  obtained  from  the 
Conservators,  in  writing,  under  their  common  seal  and 
not  otherwise,  such  owners  or  occupiers  or  persons 
having  authority  as  aforesaid  may,  in  such  private 
fishery  only,  take  fish  by  means  of  a net  commonly 
called  a hoop  net,  having  a mesh  of  not  less  than  two 
inches  from  knot  to  knot  when  wet,  or  eight  inches  all 
round,  and  not  being  more  than  six  yards  long,  or  by 
means  of  a net  commonly  c.alled  a drag  net,  and  having 
a mesh  of  not  less  than  two  inches  from  knot  to  knot 
when  wet,  or  eight  inches  all  round. 

34.  If  any  net,  engine,  apparatus,  or  device,  the  use 
of  which  is  prohibited  by  these  bye-laws,  or  if  any  fish 
during  the  time  at  which  the  capture  of  the  same  is 
prohibited,  or  of  a size  of  less  than  that  permitted  to 
be  taken  by  these  bye-laws,  is  found  in  the  possession  or 
under  the  control  of  any  person  on  the  River  Thames  or 
on  the  shore  thereof,  or  on  any  lands  adjoining  to  or 
near  the  River  Thames,  such  person  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  an  offence  against  these  bye-laws,  unless  he 
prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court  before  which  he  is 
tried  that  the  same  was  legally  in  his  possession  or 
under  his  control.  And  if  any  such  net,  engine, 
apparatus,  device,  or  fish  has  been  seized  under  the 
Ijrovisions  of  the  Thames  Acts  or  any  of  them,  or  of 
these  bye-laws,  the  court  may  either  before  or  after  such 
trial  order  the  same  to  be  destroyed,  but  w'ithout 
prejudice  to  the  infliction  of  a penalty  or  any  other 
remedy  against  the  person  charged,  or  to  the  rights  of 
such  person  if  such  charge  shall  be  dismissed. 

35.  Any  person  acting  in  contravention  of  the  fore- 
going bye-laws  or  any  of  them  shall,  for  every  such  act, 
be  liable  to  a penalty  not  exceeding  £5,  and  may,  on 
the  direction  of  the  court,  forfeit  any  net,  engine, 
device,  apparatus,  or  fish,  found  in  his  possession  or 
control.  Every  such  penalty  shall  be  recovered  in 
manner  prescribed  by  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act, 
and  shall  be  applied  in  manner  directed  by  the  Thames 
Acts,  1857  to  1885. 

30.  In  these  bye-laws,  unless  there  is  something  incon- 
sistent or  repugnant  in  the  context,  the  words  and 
expressions  hereinafter  mentioned  shall  have  the  follow- 
ing meanings,  that  is  to  say  ; — “Person  ” shall  mean  any 
number  of  persons,  or  any  body  of  persons  corporate  or 
unincorporate.  “ Court”  shall  mean  any  courtof  summary 
jurisdiction,  whether  consisting  of  two  or  more  justices, 
or  of  a stipendiary  magistrate.  “Fishing”  includes  oyster 
and  shell  fishing.  “Fish”  includes  oysters,  shrimps, 
crabs,  lobsters,  crayfish,  and  shellfish,  and  the  spat, 
spawn,  brood,  ova,  or  fry  of  oysters,  shrimi)s,  crabs, 
lobsters,  crayfish  or  fish.  “Vessel”  means  and 
includes  any  ship,  lighter,  keel,  barge,  boat,  punt, 
wherry,  raft,  or  craft,  or  any  other  kind  of  vessel  navi- 
gated by  any  form  of  motive  power.  “Fisherman” 
means  any  person  registered  as  a fisherman  or  the  owner 
of  a boat  or  vessel  used  for  fishing  or  let  for  hire  for 
fishing  on  the  River  Thames.  “ Measurement  of  nets,” 
except  as  provided  in  Bye-law  33,  when  in  these  bye- 
laws the  measurement  of  nets  is  referred  to,  such 
measurement  shall  be  made  from  knot  to  knot  across  the 
diagonal  of  the  mesh,  when  such  net  is  wet  and  the  mesh 
is  extended  to  the  irtmost.  “ River  Thames  ” shall  mean 
and  include  (1)  the  Rivers  Thames  and  Isis  from  Crick- 
lade,  in  tlie  county  of  Wilts,  to  Yantlet,  in  the  county  of 
Kent.  (2)  All  backwaters,  creeks,  side  channels,  bays, 
and  inlets  connected  with  or  forming  part  of  the  said 
rivers,  or  either  of  them,  as  defined  by  the  Thames  Pre- 
servation Act,  1885.  (3)  All  creeks,  inlets,  channels,  or 
bends  between  Teddington  Lock,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex, and  Yantlet,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  so  far  as  the 
tide  flows  and  reflows  therein  at  oi’dinary  tides. 

37.  All  rules  and  bye-laws  nowin  foi-ce  for  the  protec- 
tion, preservation,  and  regulation  of  the  fisheries  in  the 
River  Thames  are  repealed  from  the  day  when  these 
bye-laws  come  into  operation. 


On  the  occasion  of  the  opening  of  the  new  Association 
water  at  Langfoi-d  the  members  of  the  Maldon  and  Hey- 
bridge  Angling  Society  organised  a smoking  concert  at 
the  club-room,  the  White  Lion,  Maldon,  when  about 
seventy  members  and  London  anglers  spent  an  enjoyable 
evening.  Mr.  Norton  took  the  chair,  and  in  the  course 
of  the  evening  said  that  the  members  of  their  club  were 
very  pleased  to  see  the  Loudon  anglers  there,  and  any- 
thing they  could  do  to  make  them  comfortable  and  pro- 
vide accommodation  and  show  visitors  the  water  they 
would  be  happy  to  do.  He  proposed  the  health  of  the 
London  anglers,  which  was  drunk  with  musical  honours. 
Mr.  W.  J.  Talbot  responded,  and  proposed  “ Success  to 
the  local  club.”  A large  contingent  of  London  anglers 
was  present,  and  expressed  themselves  very  pleased 
with  their  rece])tion  by  the  local  club,  whose  members 
got  up  on  the  Saturday  and  Sunday  mornings  to  show 
visitors  likely  spots.  Owing  to  the  brightness  of  the 
water  little  was  done,  but  plenty  of  heavy  fish  were  seen, 
and  the  pro.spects  of  sport  are  good  when  the  water 
thickens. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  ordinary  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Bir- 
mingham Association  was  hold  at  the  headquarters 
on  Thursday  evening,  Oct.  6.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided, 
and  Mr.  J.  Dance  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  ab- 
sentees were  Messrs.  Alonder,  Waterhouse,  and  Griffith, 
the  latter  gentleman  sending  a letter  of  apology.  The 
minutes  of  the  previous  meeting,  held  on  Sept.  23,  were 
read  and  confirmed.  A case  was  reported,  in  which  a 
member  of  the  Brookfields  tried  to  obtain  a ticket  for 
his  wife  by  tendering  a borrowed  card.  The  report 
from  the  Brookfields  society  went  to  show  that  they  had 
expelled  him  for  twelve  months.  This  action  of  the 
clubs  was  approved  of  by  the  committee,  and  the 
member  in  question  was  expelled  the  whole  range  of  the 
affiliated  clubs  for  the  term  of  twelve  months.  The 
case  of  Mr.  Hudson,  re  the  Great  Western  Railway 
Company  was  not  proceeded  with  on  account  of  the 
company  again  asking  the  case  to  be  withdrawn.  The 
balance-sheet  and  auditors’  report  for  the  quarter 
ending  Sept.  30  were  next  taken.  The  report  went  to 
show  that  the  income,  including  the  cup  account,  was  a 
little  over  .£112,  and  the  expenditure  about  .£106, 
leaving  a balance  to  be  carried  forward  of  ^£6  8s.  9d. 
The  small  balance  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  of  the 
heavy  expenses  of  the  late  contest,  and  the  large  amount 
voted  for  prizes,  &c.  The  auditors’ report  and  balance- 
sheet  was  received  and  adopted  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  general  body  of  delegates.  A notice  of  motion  by 
Mr.  J.  Allen  brought  the  meeting  to  a close. 

At  the  next  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Asso- 
ciation several  important  matters  will  be  brought  for- 
ward for  discussion,  the  important  question  of  members 
taking  their  wives  with  them  upon  their  angling  excur- 
sions at  the  reduced  fai’e  rate,  and  also  taking  their 
children  at  one  half  the  rate  charged  to  the  anglers  ; 
there  may  be  some  difficulty  in  getting  the  railway  com- 
panies to  accede  to  these  requests,  but  I claim  to  be  in 
a position  to  say  that  the  railway  companies  would  be 
considerably  benefited  by  granting  these  concessions. 

A good  number  of  anglers  were  out  last  week,  and 
met  with  very  decent  sport.  The  Avon  was  very  fine  up 
to  Monday  last,  but  owing  to  the  rain  since  the  river  is 
in  a better  condition.  Some  few  roach  were  taken  at 
Twyning  Fleet  on  Sunday  last,  over  11b.  each.  On  the 
Severn  matters  have  been  looking  up,  as  this  river  is 
now  in  a better  condition  than  it  has  been  for  a long 
time.  From  Lincomb  Lock  and  up  to  Bridgnorth  a large 
number  of  pike  have  been  noticed  to  be  feeding.  Gray- 
ling have  been  taken  with  the  maggot,  some  of  the  fish 
being  of  a decent  size. 

The  Trent  is  in  good  condition,  but  nothing  of  late 
has  come  under  my  notice  respecting  any  takes  of  fish 
from  the  river. 

The  canals  have  been  patronised  both  far  and  near, 
but  nothing  above  the  size  of  the  ordinary  sardine  has 
been  secured,  the  majority  of  the  canal  pimpers  going 
in  for  quantity  and  not  quality,  I am  sorry  to  say. 

The  Tenby  society  fished  their  bye  contest  on  Satur- 
day last  at  Titford  Pool,  Langley  Green,  which  was 
placed  at  the  club’s  disposal  by  Mr.  Coraley.  Twenty- 
six  members  took  iiart  in  the  contest,  which  ended  in  a 
complete  farce,  as  only  one  of  the  members,  Mr.  J. 
Leighton,  succeeded  in  taking  a fish,  which  duly  turned 
the  balance  of  the  scale.  For  this  Mr.  Leighton  will 
receive  a suit  of  clothes  valued  at  55s.,  given  by  Mr. 
Soloman,  tailor.  Parade. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  reports  from  the  Fen  district  continue  most  en- 
couraging. The  heavy  rains  last  week  and  this  have 
entirely  changed  the  condition  of  the  waters,  and  the 
mild  weather  has  encouraged  bottom  fishermen  to 
continue  their  operations  amongst  roach  and  perch. 
Considering  the  advanced  season,  some  exceptionally 
heavy  bags  of  these  fish  have  been  made.  On  the 
Forty-foot  one  gentleman  (Mr.  Nixon)  in  two  days  this 
week  secured  261b.,  and  others  have  had  no  difficulty  in 
getting  121b.  and  14-lb.  with  the  worm,  wbmh  is  the 
bait  now  generally  used.  Sport  on  the  VVitham  and 
the  drains  about  Boston— although  some  of  the  latter 
have  recently  been  very  much  overfished  — continues 
first  class,  and  similar  reports  come  from  the  Welland 
in  the  Stamford  and  Market  Deeping  districts. 

On  most  rivei’s  trolling  is  now  taking  the  place  of 
bottom  fishing.  Fish  of  81b.,  7jlb.,  (Jib.,  4|lb.,  and 
several  smaller  ones  have  been  taken  from  the  Forty- 
foot  with  live  bait,  and  some  heavy  bags  have  been 
made  by  those  fishing  the  private  lakes  in  South 
Lincolnshire. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

On  the  7th  inst.  the  first  consignment  of  king  carp 
purchased  from  Mr.  Ford,  of  Caistor,  for  the  Worsley 
Canal  Fishery,  was  safely  conveyed  to  the  waters  under 
the  control  of  this  fishei-y  board.  The  present  shipment 
consisted  of  1700  healthy  fish,  and  the  remaining  1300 
may  be  expected  on  the  28th.  The  arrangements  made 
by  Mr.  Ford  were  excellent,  and  not  a fish  was  lost.  Mr. 
Statter  was  in  charge  at  the  Manchester  end,  and 
superintended  the  transfer.  On  the  11th,  the  1000  king 
carp  purchased  by  the  Manchester  Association  will  be 
put  into  the  Whaley  Bridge  Reservoir.  Our  Bury 
friends  have  also  received  350  tench  for  their  waters. 
The  Hulme  Ellesmere  Angling  Society  fished  a club 
match  on  the  Moss  Reach  on  the  7th,  for  prizes  held 
over  from  former  contests,  and  succeeded  in  finding 
winners  as  follows : Messrs.  A.  Turner,  F.  Morton,  S. 


Brophy,  W.  Tweedale,  and  A.  Tomlinson.  Twenty- 
three  members  fished,  and  eighteen  took  fish.  On  the 
same  date  the  Hampton  Court  anglers  were  also  on 
the  same  water  for  match  purposes,  and  obtained 
fair  sport.  -The  weather  interfered  with  the  match 
arranged  by  the  Pride  of  Bolton  Angling  Society.  The 
prize  list  of  the  Seedley  Anglers  is  as  follows  : Messrs. 
W.  Tho-pe,  W.  Malackey,  A.  Winstanley,  G.  Eccles, 
W.  Clifford,  G.  Appleton,  E.  Crapper,  C.  Crapper,  A. 
Harrison,  and  E.  (Slinton.  The  recent  match  of  the 
Brookfield  Anglers  in  the  Poynton  Canal  points  to  the 
fact  that  this  canal  is  fishing  better  or  else  that^size 
restrictions  have  been  considerably  modified.  The  King- 
fisher Angling.  Society  have  again  opened  their  reser- 
voir for  fishing,  after  the  disastrous  experience  of  the 
past  summer.  Many  good  fish  were  saved,  and  to  these 
have  been  added  some  hundreds  of  healthy  fish. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

A few  pike  of  from  31b.  to  71b.  each  have  been  taken 
on  the  Yare  at  Buckenham  and  Langley  during  the 
week  ; best  catch,  six  fish  to  one  rod. 

Roach  fishing  has  not  been  indulged  in  to  any  extent, 
though  the  rods  that  have  been  out  have  done  fairly 
well.  Fish  are  still  feeding  at  Buckenham  and  Brun- 
dall-on-the-Yare,  and  some  of  the  upper  stations  on  the 
Bure.  Worms  are  now  very  good  bait  for  these  fish  in 
this  district. 

Codling  fishing  is  now  at  its  height ; good  bags  being 
obtained  every  day  at  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  and 
Cromer.  At  Yarmouth  the  fishing  is  best  on  Breydon 
water,  which  is  fished  from  a boat  with  paternoster,; 
at  Lowestoft  from  the  shore  with  a long  line,  cast  either 
by  hand  or  rod  ; and  at  Cromer,  either  from  the  shore 
or  boat. 

A friend  of  mine  took  601b.  of  codling  on  Saturday  at 
Lowestoft,  some  of  the  fish  41b.  and  51b.  each. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Angling  pursuits  on  the  Trent,  in  our  district,  as 
in  others,  are  being  much  interfered  with  by  squally 
weather.  On  Monday  night  the  river  rose  a few  inches, 
and  on  the  following  day  the  water  was  a dirty  black 
colour.  Nottingham  Goose  Fair,  concluded  on  Saturday, 
is  always  a big  holiday  for  our  club  fishermen.  The 
summer  term,  so  far  as  the  weighing-in  of  specimen  fish 
is  concerned,  closes  at  the  end  of  Fair  week,  and  already 
the  winter  club  season  is  in  full  swing.  None  of  the 
clubs — and  it  redounds  much  to  their  credit— go  in  for 
gross  weight  prizes — the  officers  do  not  believe  in  the 
principle  of  weighing-in  everything  that  comes  to  the 
hook.  A certain  standard  of  size  and  weight  is  laid 
down,  and  the  regulations  are  invariably  adhered  to  ; 
even  to  the  weight  of  a shot  pellet. 

Barbel  were  taken  by  Mr.  Sewell  in  the  Holme 
Pierrepont  fishing  in  the  middle  of  last  week  ; Mr.  J . 
Boyd  brought  in  a few  from  Wilford ; and  at  Holme, 
below  Newark,  Mr.  R.  Chatterton  bagged  nine,  arid 
Mr.  D.  Slater  three.  An  angler  from  Nottingham 
claimed  a locus  standi  on  this  famous  bit  of  water,  but 
was  politely  told  his  presence  was  not  required,  espe- 
cially on  swims  which  the  subscribers  themselves  had 
already  baited.  He  took  the  hint  and  departed. 

At  Barton  the  roach  have  been  accepting  gentles,  and 
the  same  kind  of  hait  has  accounted  for  dace  and  roach 
at  Shardlow,  where,  however,  the  fish  will  not  look  at'a 
worm.  Worming,  except  for  barbel,  has  been  a waste 
of  valuable  time.  On  Friday,  in  company  of  Mr.  H. 
Spray,  I tried  the  worm  in  a twelve  “foot”  draw  at 
Willington,  and  failed  to  kill  a fish.  Other  anglers 
experienced  the  same  difficulty. 

A fine  pike  of  161b.  has  been  caught  by  a Burton-ori- 
Trent  fisherman  in  the  Trent  in  that  district. 

At  King’s  Mills,  Mr.  T.  Wood,  the  lessee,  landed 
three  pike  on  Friday,  heaviest  61b.,  with  live  bait.  Pike 
have  taken  the  trolling  bait  freely  in  the  streams. 

On  Thursday  night,  the  Nottingham  Wellington 
Society  held  their  first  “ smoker  ’’  of  the  season. 

The  Trent  Fishery  Board  intend  to  discuss  at  their 
next  meeting  the  subject  of  the  rod  licence  as  recently 
raised  by  the  intelligent  anglers  here. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Notts  Anglers’  Association  is 
about  to  resign  his  office.  In  the  present  state  of  the 
body  a chairman  is  scarcely  required. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

I hope  to  be  able  to  announce  next  week  that  the 
long-talked-of  contest  between  a picked  team  of  repre- 
sentative Sheffield  anglers  and  a similar  number  repre- 
senting the  other  best  coarse  fishermen  in  England  is 
an  actual  fact,  and  to  give  particulars  as  to  the  place  of 
meeting,  the  names  of  the  contestants,  and  the  date  and 
circumstances  under  which  the  match  is  to  be  fished. 
Although  such  a contest  may  be  somewhat  repugnant  to 
the  genuine  Waltonian  spirit,  and  although  it  may 
prove  of  no  real  benefit  to  the  cause  of  angling,  it  is 
tolerably  certain  that  it  will  do  no  harm.  Although 
the  tendency  of  the  day  is  in  some  quarters  to  bring 
fishing  matches  down  to  the  level  of  foot  races,  attended 
with  all  the  obnoxious  paraphernalia  of  the  betting, 
ring,  with  loud-voiced,  brass-lunged  bookies,  and  the 
like,  it  must  be  apparent  to  all  that,  taking  away  these 
extraneous  nuisances,  a real  pegged-down  match  tends 
to  promote  an  interest  in  angling,  to  whet  the  appetite 
for  honours  not  easily  won,  and  to  bring  out  evelly 
bit  of  knowledge  and  skill  the  contestant  possesses. 
In  Sheffield,  fishing  matches  have  popularised  the  art, 
and  done  much  to  raise  the  followers  of  the  craft  to 
the  position  they  have  assigned  themselves  as  the 
champion  all-round  fishermen  of  England.  The  contest 
in  (luestion  is  the  outcome  of  the  recent  matches  in 
which  the  prizes  were  swept  awaj'  by  Shefliolders.  As 
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the  men  of  the  cutlery  capital  have  thrown  down  the 
gauntlet,  it  is  only  reasonable  to  assume  that,  if  it  be 
not  taken  up,  the  ShetBeld  anglers  will  continue  to 
hold  unassailed  the  honours  they  have  so  worthily 
gained. 

The  season  is  now  virtually  at  an  end  here.  When  the 
trips  cease  running  into  Lincolnshire,  most  Sheffield 
anglers  put  away  their  rods,  and  do  no  more  fishing 
until  the  cheap  trains  rocommcjnce,  the  waters  being 
too  far  away  to  enable  the  average  angler  to  pay  more 
than  trip  fare.  A very  few  enthusiasts  will  journey 
down  for  pike  fishing,  but  as  we  have  not  many  who 
make  a feature  of  fishing  for  pike,  the  season  may  be 
considered  at  an  end.  Next  week  I shall  give  a short 
review  of  the  summer’s  fishing. 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

Anglers  in  search  of  a really  good  day’s  fishing,  and 
that  at  the  cost  of  Is.,  the  licence  duty  levied  by  the 
Severn  Conservators,  cannot  do  bettor  than  seize  the 
present  opportunity  of  fishing  the  waters  of  the  Severn 
within  the  limits  of  the  borough  of  Shrewsbury,  and  in 
other  parts  of  the  county,  by  the  purchase  of  a season 
ticket  from  the  Shropshire  Association.  Pike  are  so 
numerous  in  almost  every  part  of  the  river  that  the 
■conservators  purpose  adopting  an  additional  bye-law, 
legalising  their  capture  by  the  bush-net,  for  the  better 
preservation  of  the  fishery. 

The  Severn  Conservators  met  at  Birmingham  on 
Thursday,  and  considered  several  important  questions 
to  the  angling  interests.  The  Chairman  (Mr.  J.  Willis- 
Bund)  expressed  himself  in  favour  of  regulation  rather 
than  the  actual  prohibition  of  netting  for  pike,  and  said 
he  did  not  see  how  it  was  possible  to  reduce  the  number 
without  netting.  The  return  of  salmon  licences  showed 
that  the  fees  totalled — in  private  waters,  £353 ; in 
public  waters,  ^£304  10s. ; rods  and  lines,  £21  10s. 
Mr.  Workman  proposed  that  the  future  meetings  of  the 
board  be  held,  alternately,  at  Worcester,  Shrewsbury, 
and  Gloucester.  Alderman  Airey  (Worcester)  seconded. 
Mr.  G.  Kempter  (Llansaintffraid)  said  it  was  unreason- 
able to  expect  members  from  Montgomeryshire  to  attend 
at  Gloucester,  and  he  suggested  Hereford  as  a far  better 
centre  even  than  Birmingham  as  at  present.  Eventually 
it  was  decided  to  holdall  future  meetings  at  Hereford. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

For  a bit  of  good  grayling  fishing,  one  of  the  hest 
streams  to  visit  just  at  present  is  the  (Jodbeck  at  Thirsk. 
During  the  past  few  days  some  excellent  sport  has  been 
experienced. 

The  effect  of  the  summer  poisoning  has  been  very 
severely  felt  during  the  past  few  months,  both  as  regards 
trout  and  grayling.  Some  good  chub,  dace  and  perch 
have  been  secured  in  the  early  part  of  the  week.  A few 
brace  of  trout  were  got  last  week  north  of  Thirsk,  and 
also  a nice  pannier  or  two  southward  near  the  railway 
tank. 

Colonel  Sadler  has  complained  to  the  North-Eastern 
Sea  Fisheries  Committee  that  the  Tees  fishermen  are 
clamouring  for  some  concession,  granted  on  the  Humber, 
to  trawl  for  shrimps.  Mr.  J.  W.  Woodall,  Scarborough, 
told  the  committee,  at  a meeting  at  York,  on  Wednes- 
day, that  the  pretext  for  trawling  was,  in  most  cases, 
simply  made  in  order  to  catch  salmon  without  licences. 
The  matter  has  been  referred  to  a sub-committee. 

The  rod  and  line  fishermen  at  Scarborough  have  com- 
plained to  Mr.  Woodall  that  seine  netting  is  being 
carried  on  in  the  bay,  and  that  large  numbers  of  im- 
mature fish  have  been  destroyed. 

About  thirty  members  of  the  Harrogate  Angling 
Association  fished  a match  in  the  Yore,  at  Borough- 
bridge,  on  the  Gth  inst.,  the  water  being  in  bad  trim. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Thockray  won  1st  prize,  Mr.  G.  Walton,  2nd  ; 
Mr.  T.  Theakstone,  3rd  ; and  Mr.  A,  Oldfield,  4th, 

Some  rain  has  fallen  during  the  week,  and  the  rivers 
are  more  full  than  has  been  the  case  for  some  time,  but 
there  has  not  been  much  doing. 


FROM  IRELAND, 

KERRY. — The  weather  since  last  notes  has  been  very 
fine,  and  sport  has  shown  up  a good  deal  on  all  the 
principal  waters  in  the  county.  On  Waterville  Lake 
several  anglers  have  been  out  daily.  On  Saturday, 
Sunday,  and  Monday  the  trout  rose  pretty  freely,  and 
the  baskets  obtained  varied  from  a dozen  to  two  dozen, 
the  fish  being  of  a good  size,  and  all  in  good  condition.  On 
Waterville  river  sport  has  improved.  Major  Mclver  had 
two  salmon,  8Jlb.  and  T^lb. ; and  the  Rev.  T.  Halloran, 
one,  8|lb.  ; Mr.  D.  Herbert  caught  a nice  fish  of  91b. 
Coppal  Lake  has  fished  well  during  the  week, 
especially  in  the  evenings.  A local  angler,  fishing 
from  the  banks  along  the  northern  shore,  took 
fourteen  white  trout  and  thirty  brown  trout. 
The  Inny  has  been  in  nice  order  on  a couple  of  days.  A 
few  salmon  have  been  landed,  and  some  good  baskets 
of  white  trout  were  had  on  Saturday  and  Sunday.  Sport 
continues  good  among  brown  trout  on  Loughs  Drenane 
andCummeravanig.  The  best  baskets  of  the  week  were 
one  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  and  one  of  ten  dozen. 
From  Killarney  I hear  that  the  brown  fishing  has 
improved  a good  deal,  and  that  several  baskets  of  two 
dozen  and  over  were  had  during  the  week.  The  fishing 
closes  in  the  Killarney  district  (which  includes  Water- 
ville, Killorglin,  Glencar,  and  Rossbeigh)  on  Oct.  15. 
The  sea  angling  on  the  coast  continues  very  good. 
Bream,  gurnet,  pollack,  cod,  ling,  and  hake  are  being 
got  in  large  numbers,  fresh  mackerel  bait  being  a 
most  killing  lure  for  all  those  fish.  In  the  Waterville 
district  whiting  have  afforded  much  sport,  and  anglers 
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have  had  as  many  as  120  each  in  an  afternoon’s  outing. 
The  mackerel  fishery  is  still  being  prosecuted  with  very 
good  results.  

ULSTER.— On  Monday  night  very  heavy  rain  fell, 
with  the  result  that  the  majority  of  the  rivers  are  high 
in  flood.  Salmon  and  lake  trout  are  running  in  great 
numbers  up  the  tributaries  of  the  Bann. 

WEST  OP  IRELAND.— The  only  streams  now  open 
in  Connaught  are  the  Cushla,  Doohula,  Ballinahinch, 
Scrub,  Inver ; in  the  Connemara  region,  the  Eiref, 
Douross,  Burrisholo,  Glenamoy,  Owengarve,  Cloonagh- 
more,  Easkey,  and  their  tributaries  ; all  of  which  close 
the  31st  inst. 

In  Galway  Bay,  herrings,  mackerel,  hake,  and  gurnard 
are  very  plentiful,  but  the  fishers  are  not  able  to  reap 
the  full  harvest,  as  their  boats  and  gear  are  antiquated, 
and  altogether  inadequate. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

T.  Allendale. — Your  suggestion  is  certainly  a good 
one,  and  will  receive  our  best  attention. 

T.  King. — A correspondent  recently  fishing  off  Hick- 
ling  captured  a perch  weighing  21b.  9oz.  At  Ormesby 
Broad  there  are  some  good  roach.  If  you  write  to  Mr. 
S.  Richmond,  the  Sportsman  Inn,  you  will  learn  all  you 
wish  to  know.  The  Broads  are  famous  for  large  roach. 
All  the  hotel  proprietors  who  advertise  in  our  columns 
keep  plenty  of  the  right  sort  of  baits  and  tackle.  One 
visit  to  any  place  you  may  select  will  give  you  an  idea 
how  to  go  about  it. 


CotrtsjJOtxtfSRce 

[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 

“ One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi- 
ment.’’— 'T.  E.  Britt. 

CLEAR  WATER  WORM  FISHING. 

Sib, — In  connection  with  my  paper  in  the  F.  G.  of 
October  7,  Mr.  Britt  sends  the  enclosed. 

All  I can  do  is  to  ask  you  to  give  it  space.  I recom- 
mend all  who  are  interested  to  purchase  “Yorkshire 
Trout  Plies,”  and  read  his  own  words  ; and  no  angling 
library  should  be  without  Mr.  Britt’s  excellent  work. — 
I am,  &c..  E.  M.  Tod. 

Lyntonville,  Headingley,  Leeds,  Oct.  7,  1893. 

My  Dear  Tod, — I am  too  busy  in  the  affairs  of  every- 
day life,  and  my  leisure  is  too  much  occupied  with  the 
progress  of  “ An  Angler’s  Basket,”  which  I hope  to  have 
ready  at  Christmas,  to  go  in  for  newspaper  writing  at 
present,  but  if  you  think  it  needful  you  may  quote  this 
letter  in  extenso  in  relation  to  your  article  on  clear 
water  worm  fishing  in  the  F.  G. 

I think  you  have  either  misread,  or  only  superficially 
looked  at  what  I said,  on  three  points  ; 1st,  as  to  April 
fishing,  I scarcely  recommended  it,  and  at  the  bottom  of 
the  succeeding  page  I allude  to  the  circumstances  which 
induced  me  to  mention  April  as  a season  for  worming. 
A'ou  are  aware  that  nearly  all  northern  rivers,  and 
especially  those  of  Yorkshire,  are  very  swift  and  very 
shallow,  their  gathering  grounds  being  high  moorlands, 
in  many  cases  as  much  as  2000  feet  above  sea  level. 
Now,  under  a protracted  spell  of  dry  easterly  winds  the 
rivers  often  run  down  to  a level  lower  than  that  of 
summer,  and  fly-fishing — as  Eastertide  anglers  know — is 
out  of  the  question,  more  particularly  when,  as  fre- 
quently happens,  the  fish  have  all  been  frightened  into 
holes  under  the  banks  and  other  hiding-places  by  anglers 
wading  up  stream  day  after  day,  throwing  a fly  for  fish 
they  cannot  catch.  At  these  times  a red  worm  will  take 
fish,  not  on  the  thins  certainly,  but  in  the  runs  under 
the  banks,  among  the  little  glides  around  stones  and 
elsewhere  ; and  my  words  were  not  intended  to  recom- 
mend anglers  to  go  clear  water  worming  in  April,  but 
were  a suggestion  as  to  a method  of  catching  trout  by 
perfectly  legitimate  means,  when  fly-fishing,  from  the 
nature  of  things,  is  no  good. 

I find  a shot  on  a worm  cast  (for  clear  water  fishing) 
is  rather  a nuisance,  in  that  it  has  often  the  effect  in  a 
rapid,  shallow  stream  of  lodging  between  two  stones,  and 
holding  fast  there,  while  a cast  without  a shot  trundles 
along  as  a decent  worm  ought  to  do  if  it  means  to  do 
anything  for  the  angler.  Where  the  volume  of  water  is 
greater— in  the  Eden  and  the  Eamont,  for  instance- a 
shot  is  often  necessary,  and  the  liability  to  an  un- 
pleasant fixture  is  less.  As  to  the  green  worm,  it  is  a 
fact,  but  I do  not  say  it  is  “ preferable.”  I have  caught 
burn  trout  with  it  readily,  at  the  instigation  of  the  late 
Dick  Rontledge,  who  knew  everything  it  is  good  for  an 
angler  to  know,  and  some  things  I shall  never  learn.  I 
think  the  reason  is  that  red  worms  are  scarce  in  very 
high  lands,  and  green  ones  are  not  uncommon.  That,  at 
least,  is  a fact,  but  whether  trout  take  them  on  that 
account  I am  not  prepared  to  say.  I should,  however, 
never  think  of  fishing  a green  worm  in  any  river  of 
moderate  size. 

I have  never  been  able  to  understand  the  prejudice 
some  men — and  good  men,  too — have  against  clear  water 
worming.  It  is  fair,  and  it  is  not  easy,  and  it  seems  to 
me  that  nothing  can  be  said  against  any  branch  of  our 
art  in  which  the  man  is  careful  to  leave  the  odds  on  the 
side  of  the  fish.  And  a very  considerable  experience  is 
necessary  to  enable  a fisherman  to  throw  a worm  into 
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the  proper  places  in  which  to  look  for  trout,  and  unless 
he  can  do  this  ho  might  as  well  throw  his  hat  towards 
them,  and  respectfully  invite  them  to  step  in  out  of  the 
wet.  Hoping  you  are  welt,  with  kindest  regards.— 
Believe  mo,  sincerely  yours,  T.  E.  Britt. 

E.  M.  Tod,  Esq.  

ATTACHING  SHOT  TO  GUT  LINES. 

Sir, — In  the  article  on  “ Clear  Water  Worm  Fishing,” 
which  appeared  in  your  Gazette  of  the  7th  inst.,  the  writer 
states  Before  quitting  the  subject,  1 will  only  say 
that  1 have  often  longed  for  some  method  of  putting  on 
small-sized  shot  other  than  splitting,  for  it  is  often  hard 
to  remove.”  Has  the  writer  ever  tried  attaching  the 
shot  to  one  end  of  a piece  of  horsehair  3in.  long,  the 
other  end  to  have  a loop  by  which  it  is  looped  on  to  the 
casting  line  just  above  one  of  the  knots  ? By  this  means 
the  lino  is  not  injured  by  removal  of  the  shotted  hair 
when  required  ; if  caught  in  a stone  the  hair  breaks 
but  the  line  remains  intact ; it  is  removed  in  a moment, 
thus  time  is  saved  ; moreover,  you  can  carry  some  half- 
dozen  spare  ones  ready  shotted  wherewith  to  replace 
the  broken  ones. — I am,  &c.  Harpdt. 

[It  is  many  years  since  we  published  in  the  Gazette  a 
description  of  this  useful  method  of  attaching  shot  to 
gut  line,  in  an  article  (about  700  numbers  back)  by  the 
late  Mr.  Wm.  J.  Bullock  (whose  articles  on  spinning  the 
natural  minnow  for  trout  were  so  much  appreciated). 
In  roach,  perch,  and  other  fishing  we  have  often  found 
the  advantage  of  attaching  the  shot  in  the  manner 
described  by  “ Harput.”  It  is  a very  old  dodge  in  Ire- 
land in  worm  fishing  for  salmon,  in  which  style  of  fish- 
ing the  bait  is  thrown  out  and  then  worked  gently  over 
the  bottom  of  the  river,  and,  the  shot  being  on  a sepa- 
rate fine  bit  of  gut  attached  by  a loop  to  the  gut  line 
proper, if  they  get  “hungup”  on  the  bottom  you  pull 
and  they  break  off,  thus  saving  the  rest  of  your  tackle. 
We  noticed  that  Mr.  A.  Nelson  Cheney  recently  for 
himself  made  the  discovery  of  this  useful  little  dodge. 


THE  KILNSEY  ANGLING-CLUB. 

Sir, — “ A Complaint”  in  your  issue  of  the  7th  inst.  I 
have  read  with  interest.  My  own  experiences  of  the 
Kilnsey  Angling-Club  are  as  follows  ; — I first  fished  its 
charming  waters  for  several  days  in  September,  ’85.  I 
paid  .5s.  a day.  I waded  freely. 

In  September,  ’87,  two  friends  of  mine,  Y’orkshiremen, 
and  excellent  trout-anglers,  fished  those  waters  for  two 
days.  They  paid  5s.  a day  each.  And  they  waded.  I 
reached  Kilnsey  about  noon  on  the  day  they  had  loft- 
in  a huff'  and  in  a hurry — ■“  so  early  in  the  morning.”  On 
my  arrival  I was  informed  by  one  of  the  club-Riders  that 
the  fee  for  fishing  would  be  5s.  a day  without  wading : 
7s.  Gd.  with  it.  Whether  the  extra  2s.  Gd.  a day,  just 
put  on  as  for  wading,  was  really  superadded  as  a sort  of 
“Survival  of  the  Fittest”  compliment  to  me  for  my 
angling  in  ’85  I know  not. 

I fished  for  three  days.  The  cost  thereof  (including 
7s.  Gd.  for  live  minnows  supplied  by  the  club  through 
its  keeper,  a cost  of  which  I make  no  complaint)  was 
£1  lOs.  The  returns  in  trout  were  fourteen,  six,  and 
three  fish.  There  were  no  weekly,  fortnightly,  or 
monthly  tickets  to  be  had.  So  that  to  fish  those  club- 
water.s  for  a month  at  7s.  Gd.  a day  would  cost  £9,  as 
much  as  the  fare  from  Hull  to  Throndhjem  and  back 
(victualling  included) ; and  to  fish  them  for  a month 
at  only  ,5s.  a day  would  amount  to  £G,  a cost  considerably 
more  than  the  fare  from  Newcastle  to  Bergen  (inclusive 
as  aforesaid).  Once  in  Norway  your  board  and  bed  are 
had  on  the  easiest  terms,  and  your  trouting  is  free. 

My  two  friends’ not  altogether  dissimilar  experienc  is 
at  Kilnsey,  I,  for  brevity’s  sake,  pass  over.  I will  only 
say  that  they  went  home,  and  left  their  tales  behind 
them — for  my  edification.  It  certainly  seems  that  when- 
ever “ two  or  three  are  gathered  together  ” of  the  Rulers 
of  the  elub  in  question,  and  non-members  are  among 
them  for  angling  purposes,  “mushroom’’  and  monopo- 
listic rules  do  pretty  plentifully  crop  up. 

Still  this  is  a free  country.  And  if  that  club  only 
paid  for  all  its  fishing-rights,  why  should  it  not  be  at 
liberty  to  make  monopolistic  rules,  except  “mushroom  ” 
ones,  “at  its  own  sweet  will”?  “Mushroom’’  rules 
must  ever  be  excepted  to  as  unreasonable  and  inequit- 
able. Indeed,  I apprehend  th-at  it  is  ultra  vire.'i  for 
any  angling-club  to  alter  its  published  rules  to  the 
prejudice  of  non-members — anglers  who  are  already  on 
the  banks  of  its  streams  in  consequence  of  its  published 
rules.  There  is,  I believe,  a lawyer  among  the  Rulers  of 
the  Kilnsey  Club.  My  view  of  the  law,  touching  the 
validity  of  its  “mushroom”  rules,  I commend  to  his 
most  serious  “ further  consideration.” 

But  if  an  angling-club  has  (as  I believe  that  club  has) 
had  free  concessions  of  considerable  portions  of  its 
angling-rights  made  to  it  by  landowners  upon  trust,  to 
permit  the  British-angling-public  to  participate  fully  in 
the  benefits  of  those  concessions  on  liberal  terms,  then 
is  it  not  clear  that  such  trust  has  been  systematically 
evaded  and  defeated  by  the  rules  complained  of?  The 
effect  of  this  action  of  the  club  is  necessarily  to  drive 
away  stranger-anglers.  The  club  consists  of  two 
sections,  a larger  one,  which  fishes  but  little,  a lesser 
one,  composed  of  far  keener  anglers.  Is  it  not  the 
lesser  section,  or  a fraction  of  it,  which  makes  those 
most  objectionable  rules? 

The  remedy,  however,  is  soon  prescribed.  Appeal  to 
the  Lords,  the  landlords — to  those  liberal  landowners 
who  have  given  (not  sold),  in  these  hard  times,  their 
valuable  riparian  rights  to  that  club  on  a trust  which 
it  has  habitually  broken  ! Such  appeal,  heard  by  the 
Appeal-Court  at  the  next  annual  general  meeting  of  the 
club,  would  in  all  probability  cause  the  privileges  of 
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non-member  anglers  to  be  put  on  a very  much  more 
satisfactory  footing  for  the  future. 

Can  it  be  to  the  interest  of  either  the  tenant  or  the 
owner  of  the  Tennant’s  Arms  that  the  present  rules  of 
the  Kilnsey  Club,  so  very  unduly  limiting  non-members’^ 
angling-privileges — as  against  the  club  non-members’ 
angling-rifllifs — should  remain  unrepealed  ? 

I have  little  or  no  personal  interest  in  the  matter;  for 
it  is  very  doubtful  whether  I shall  want  to  fish  the  K C. 
waters  again.  My  last  cast  was  made  in  Norway  ; rny 
next  may  be  made  in  Sweden,  or,  may  be,  in  Swedish 
Lapland — under  the  Midnight  Sun — 

“ I love  not  Trout  the  less,  but  Travel  more,’’ 
and,  to  tell  the  truth,  I am  somewhat  sick  of  all  these 
so  over-fished — and  so  over-fussed — British  trout- 
streams.  But  I have  felt  that  I ought  now  to  speak 
what  I do  know,  and  testify  what  I have  seen,  at 
Kilnsey,  for  the  benefit  of  my  brother-anglers  in  our  yet 
United  Kingdom. 

When  Will  Scarlett  sang — • 

" There  is  no  land  like  England  1 ” 
there  was  probably  far  finer  fishing  in  the  Wharfe 
(judging  from  that  bonny  dish  of  trout  in  Landseer’s 
“ Bolton  Abbey  in  the  Olden  Time,”  * hanging,  you 
recollect,  Mr.  Editor,  over  a chimney-piece  at  Chats- 
worth.  Nor  certainly  were  there  in  that  jolly  Olden 
Time  any  restrictive  angling  clubs  at  Kilnsey  and  at 
Burnsall. — I am,  itc.,  A.  E.  I.  E.  L. 

P.S. — Friends  at  Biumsall  will  please  accept  this 
gentle  intimation.  

FISH  INFESTED  WITH  TAPE-WOEM. 

Sib, — A friend  of  mine  has  recently  fished  a large 
re-trvoir  situated  in  an  elevated  position,  which  con- 
tained roach,  perch,  pike,  and  a few  trout.  On  opening 
three  roach  he  was  surprised  to  find  them  infested  with 
well-developed  tape-worm,  and  on  another  and  later 
occasion  he  picked  up  a small  roach  of  about  3oz.,  which, 
by  the  shape  of  its  abdomen,  he  thought  was  also  in  the 
same  condition.  On  opening  it  he  found  three  tape- 
worms, which  were — to  use  his  own  expression — “ such 
as  cast  by  dogs  for  length  and  width.”  I am  interested 
to  know  whether  this  is  a common  experience,  and  shall 
be  glad  if  either  you,  sir,  or  any  of  your  correspondents 
have  met  with  similar  cases. — I am,  &c.  Lux. 

[All  fish  should  be  thoroughly  well  cooked  before 
they  are  eaten,  as  they  are  all  more  or  less  subject  to 
parasites,  like  all  animals.  We  do  not,  fortunately, 
often  meet  with  such  pronounced  cases  a.s  mentioned  by 
“Lux,”  and  it  has  not  been  established  yet  that  the 
tape- worm  of  fish  is  the  same  as  Taenia  solium. — Ed.] 

HEAVEN’S  PATENT  DISGOEGEE. 

Sib, — I noticed  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  the  week 
before  last  a short  account  of  Mr.  Beaven's  patent  dis- 
gorger,  and  that  a doubt  was  exiiressed  as  to  its  efficacy. 
Some  years  ago  I wanted  a quantity  of  jack  for  stock- 
ing a lake,  and,  thinking  that  far  more  fish  could  be 
taken  in  a short  time  with  a live  gorge  bait  than  with 
snap  tackle  or  by  spinning,  I adopted  this,  to  put  it 
mildly,  unsportsmanlike  method  of  securing  the  required 
stock.  I always  used  Mr.  Heaven’s  disgorger,  and  in 
nineteen  cases  out  of  twenty  the  gorge  hook  was  ex- 
tracted without  the  slightest  injury  to  the  fish. 

After  the  day’s  fishing  the  fish  so  caught  were  turned 
into  the  lake,  which  was  shallow,  and  no  dead  ones  were 
seen  on  the  surface  afterwards;  on  the  contrary,  I 
visited  the  lake  from  time  to  time  and  observed  the  fish 
in  their  usual  condition. — I am,  &c., 

Alfred  Eichabds. 

P.S. — The  disgorger  of  Beaven’s  is  a humane  and 
simple  contrivance,  and  so  long  as  jack  are  to  be  caught 
there  is  a class  who  will  never  fish  with  anything  but 
live  gorge,  therefore  I think  it  is  a duty  to  do  what  one 
can  to  make  known  a means  whereby  undersized  fish  can 
be  spared.  

CLEAR  WATER  WORM  FISHING. 

Sib, — I have  read  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod’s  communication  in 
yoirr  issue  of  Oct.  7,  and  I cannot  but  express  my  sur- 
prise at  his  pathetic  appeal  to  Mr.  Walbran  for  a substi- 
tute for  split  shot,  seeing  that  there  is  an  article  in  the 
market  known  as  “lead  wire.” 

I first  became  aware  of  it  a year  or  two  ago  whilst 
looking  in  the  window  of  an  ironmonger’s  shop.  I there 
saw  Id.  hanks  of  various  gauges  of  lead  wire.  I bought 
a hank,  and  have  never  used  a split  shot  since.  It  is 
very  soft — a piece  one-eighth  of  an  inch  long  cm  be  put 
on  and  taken  off  the  cast  by  aid  of  forefinger  and  thumb 
in  a jiffy.  The  hank  1 bought  was  no  thicker  than  a 
lady’s  ordinary  sewing  needle. 

The  best  plan  is  to  have  a supply  in  the  waistcoat 
pocket  from  an  eighth  to  an  inch  in  length.  There  is 
always  an  uneasy  feeling  when  split  shot  is  used  as  to 
the  stability  of  gut. 

Permit  me  also  to  say  that  in  worm  fishing  I always 
prefer  to  have  a knot  in  the  gut,  next  to  hooks  from 
about  Sin.  to  lOin.  above  them,  and  when  I think  a 

* My  flr.st  take  at  Kilnsey  in  lss,‘)  was  but  thirteen  trout, 
weighing  only  .',1b  l-toz.  on  the  club  scales,  and  niy  first  take 
therein  iss;  was  only  fourteen  trout,  weighing — “ I guess,’’ as 
Brother  Jonathan  would  say — a good  lilb. : Imt  whicli.  but  for 
the  long  previous  drought,  would  have  weighed  almost  or  quite 
711).  Not  so  bad.  though,  perhaps,  for  a moorland  stream  in 
England  in  thi'sc  degenerate  days?  But  I caught  this  autumn  in 
half  a day,  at  Flatmark  in  the  Koinsdal  (by  F.E.S.,  with  minnows 
preserved  for  more  than  two  years),  eight  brown  trout,  weighing 
(llb.,‘- 1 guess.”  The  largest,  a ’-'-pounder,  fought  like  a salmon  in 
the  strong  salmon-strenns'of  the  Ilauma.  But  when  you  go 
there,  gentle  angler-reader,  go  on  further,  right  up  to  the 
very  heati  of  the  ’‘I>!il”  (or  dale),  and  ti.sh  at  Molmen.  that 
mountain  or  fjeld  lake,  Lesjekogen,  the  source  of  the  Itauina, 
and  the yir.ii  of  tlie  river  for  ii  mile  or  two  below  that  lake.  Those 
are  the  places.  But  I had,  unfortunately,  no  time  to  flsh  them. 


shot  necessary  (large  or  small),  to  “ purl  ” the  required 
length  of  wire  over  the  knot,  which  prevents  slipping. 

Trusting  Mr.  Tod’s  mind  will  now  be  more  at  ease — I 
am,  &c.,  J.  T.  H. 

A ROBIN  ON  A ROD. 

Sir, — A somewhat  similar  experience  of  a bird  alight- 
ing on  a fly-rod  as  that  told  by  Mr.  Dering,  of  Oxford, 
recently  occurred  to  myself  when  trouting  on  the  Wind- 
rush,  near  Bourton-on-the-Water.  I was  standing  close 
up  under  the  shade  of  an  old  ivy-clad  wall,  with  my 
lift,  blue  mahoe  stretched  out  motionless,  waiting  for  a 
rise  from  a big  trout  under  the  opposite  bank,  when  a 
robin  redbreast  flew  from  behind  the  wall  and  settled  on 
my  rod.  I remained  very  still,  when  he  actually 
chirrupped  mo  a few  notes  before  flying  away  into  the 
adjoining  coppice. 

I don’t  think  he  winked,  as  the  kingfisher  did,  but  I 
was  more  fortunate  than  Mr.  Dering,  tor  I got  my  fish, 
which  weighed  Iflb. — I am,  &c.. 

Another  Oxford  Man. 


SWIFTS  FEEDING  ON  MAY-FLIES. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  Mr.  Bickerdyke’s  letter  in 
your  issue  of  the  30th  ult.,  also  to  ” Mona’s  ” in  that  of 
the  7th  inst.,  re  swifts  feeding  on  May-flies,  I can  most 
certainly  confirm  the  statement  that  they  do.  While  I 
was  residing  at  Latton  Island  in  Essex,  on  the  bank  of 
the  River  Stort,  I was  very  frequently  fishing  from  the 
island  in  the  mill  stream,  and  while  doing  so  I have 
watched  flights  of  swifts  passing  backwards  and  for- 
wards over  the  stream,  and  have  observed  them  take 
the  May-flies  most  distinctly  in  the  sunlight. — I am, 
&c.,  Edwin  Theakston,  R.N. 

[We  have  often  seen  the  swifts  feeding  on  the  May- 
fly, and  have  on  more  than  one  occasion  had  a floating 
artificial  picked  off  the  water  by  one. — Ed  ] 


PISHING  IN  DENMARK. 

Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  give  me  any  informa- 
tion about  the  fresh- water  fishing  in  Jutland  or  Denmark, 
especially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Aalborg  1 What 
rivers  or  lakes  there  are?  What  kinds  of  fish  there? 
If  the  waters  are  free,  and,  if  not,  if  it  would  he  difficult 
to  get  permission? — I am,  &c.,  Een  Feskeb. 


A VERY  LARGE  THAMES  TROUP. 

Sib, — On  the  2nd  inst.  a son  of  mine,  Mr.  H.  F. 
Wethered,  was  spinning  in  the  broad  reach  above 
Newlock  Weir  for  pike  with  a small  spoon  bait,  between 
430  p.m.  and  5 p.m.,  when  a huge  trout  took  him,  and 
after  a considerable  struggle  the  fish  was  brought 
alongside  the  boat,  when  his  sister  endeavoured  to  get 
it  into  the  boat  by  means  of  a small  landing  net  which 
they  had  with  them.  The  wind  was  high  and  it  was 
raining  hard.  The  attempt  to  secure  the  fish  was  un- 
successful, and  the  result  was  that  it  struck  off  full 
pace  away  from  the  boat  side.  It  was,  however,  brought 
alongside  again,  and  this  time  the  meshes  caught  in  the 
disengaged  triangle  at  the  base  of  the  spoon.  The  net 
being  thus  not  only  placed  hors  de  combat,  but  having 
become  a positive  drag  on  the  tackle,  my  son  lent  over 
the  gunwale  and  put  his  arms  round  the  fish  and  held 
it  with  his  hands.  However,  the  whole  circumstances 
were  so  adverse  that  the  monster  tore  the  upper 
triangle,  by  which  alone  it  was  hooked,  right  through  the 
hole  at  the  top  of  the  spoon  and  escaped.  Those  in  the 
boat  had  full  opportunities  for  observing  the  dimensions 
of  the  trout,  and  they  are,  each  of  them,  quite  certain 
that  the  length  was  3Cin.,  the  breath  being  in  pro- 
portion.— I am,  &o., 

F.  T.  Wetheebd,  Vicar  of  Hurley,  Berks. 


PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 

Sir, — Could  you  tell  me  if  the  water  at  Abridge  is 
free  for  fishing,  or  for  privilege  tickets  only  ? If  with 
privilege  tickets,  where  can  they  be  obtained? — lam, 
&c.,  J.  T.  G. 

[The  water  at  Abridge  (Essex)  would  be  the  Boding. 
The  fishing  is  very  poor,  but  you  may  obtain  p?rmission 
to  fish  at  various  places  for  the  asking.  Do  you  mean 
Uxbridge?  If  so,  on  Uxbridge  Moor  the  fishing  is  free 
and  fair.  Many  trout  are  caught  in  the  season.  In  the 
Grand  Junction  Canal  are  many  coarse  fish,  especially 
tench.  The  Anglers’  Association  rent  a large  stretch  of 
this  water,  from  whom  privilege  tickets  must  be 
obtained.]  

SEA-TROUT  AND  BROWN  TROUT  TAKEN  IN 

THE  MACKEREL  NETS  TWENTY-FIVE  MILES 

OUT  AT  SEA. 

Sir, — I am  at  Lowestoft.  This  morning  on  passing 
Mr.  Mummery’s  shop(a  wholesale  and  retail  fishmonger) 
I noticed  two  sea-trout  on  his  slab,  which  I purchased 
and  which  were  in  splendid  condition,  and  after  they 
were  cooked  were  as  pink  as  salmon.  To  my  surprise  I 
was  informed  they  were  caught  in  the  mackerel  nets  far 
out  at  sea  early  this  morning.  Thi.s  afternoon  passing 
the  same  shop  I noticed  a splendid  specimen  of  the 
brown  trout  {Salmo  fario)  on  the  slab.  I inquired  of 
the  salesman  (I  all  tho  fish  I want  from  this  shop) 
the  particulars.  It  weighed  71b.,  and  that,  too,  was 
caught  out  at  sea  in  the  mackerel  nets,  and  it  appeared 
in  first-rate  condition.  I was  informed  it  is  not  unusual 
to  take  sometimes  thirty  or  forty  a day  out  at  sea,  and 
much  larger  than  the  one  I saw  to-day.  Have  you  heard 
of  this  before  ? There  is  no  mistake  about  its  being  a 
genuine  brown  trout. — I am,  &c.,  Wm.  Thomas. 

[VVe  asked  Mr.  Thomas  to  make  a few  more  inquiries, 
and  he  says ;] 

I have  made  inquiries  respecting  the  sea-trout  and 


brown  trout  I wrote  about  on  the  4th  inst.  Mr.  Mum- 
mery informs  me  they  are  taken  twenty-five  or  thirty 
miles  out  whilst  mackerel  fishing,  and  he  informs  me  it 
is  quite  a common  thing  to  take  them.  In  fact,  I noticed 
this  morning  three  or  four  sea-trout  in  his  window  taken 
as  usual  whilst  mackerel  fishing. 

The  brown  trout  was  a little  silvery,  but  not  so 
silvery  as  many  a Thames  trout  I have  seen,  and  the 
red  spots  were  larger  and  clearer  than  an  ordinary 
Salmo  fario.  • 

It  reminded  me  more  of  the  magnificent  trout  taken 
in  the  Westmeath  lakes  or  Lough  Erne,  in  Ireland,  than 
any  other  brown  trout  I have  seen. — I am.  &o., 

W.  Thomas.” 

[It  is  certainly  a very  unusual  thing  for  a brown  trout 
to  be  taken  so  far  out  at  sea ; it  is  also  unusual  to  hear  of 
sea-trout  being  taken  in  such  numbers.  They  appear  to 
have  been  hunting  in  company  with  the  mackerel. — Ed.] 


BINDING  FOR  BOD  RINGS. 

Sir, — Will  you  kindly  tell  me  the  best  material  to  use 
in  binding  new  rings  to  cane  and  other  rods? — I am,  &c., 

F.  C.  J.  I. 

[You  cannot  do  better  than  use  waxed  silk.] 


BARBEL  FISHING  IN  WINTER. 

Sir, — Your  Derbyshire  correspondent,  in  his  notes  of 
Saturday  last,  appears  to  cast  a slight  on  the  barbel 
fishermen  of  the  Trent,  and  to  infer  that  they  have  but 
little  knowledge  of  the  haunts  and  habits  of  Barbus 
vulgaris,  when  he  says,  “ The  cold  weather  seems  to 
have  driven  the  barbel  into  tho  deeps,  and  the  barbel 
season  for  most  anglers  who  do  not  know  how  and  where 
to  take  barbel  in  winter  may  be  said  to  be  practically 
over.”  Now,  Trent  anglers  are  ever  anxious  to  learn, 
and,  speaking  for  myself,  though  I have  been  a barbel 
fisherman  for  twenty  year,s,  and  have  captured 
some  hundreds,  I am  most  willing  to  have  my 
knowledge  extended,  so  perhaps  your  Derbyshire 
correspondent  will,  during  the  coming  winter,  give  us  a 
practical  exposition  of  “ how  and  where  to  take  barbel  ” 
in  the  Trent,  for  it  is  a subject  that  has  battled  the  most 
expert  anglers  of  the  district,  and  I am  well  convinced 
that  any  water  on  the  Trent  that  he  may  select  will  be 
willingly  placed  at  his  disposal,  and  a day  would  be 
well  spent  in  witnessing  his  success,  for  it  would  open 
out  a new  branch  of  winter  sport  to  Trent  anglers,  who 
generally  confine  their  attention  to  pike  and  chub.  Bear 
in  mind,  I do  not  say  that  barbel  have  never  been  taken 
in  the  Trent  during  winter — for  odd  fish  are  occasionally 
(though  seldom)  caught ; but  how  to  make  the  sport  a 
success  is  what  I want  to  know,  and  I await  with  interest 
the  result  of  his  practical  illustration  of  “ how  and  where 
to  capture  barbel  during  winter”  in  the  Trent.  Bslative 
to  their  having  been  driven  into  the  deeps,  I can  only  say 
that  on  Saturday  last,  the  7th  inst.,  Mr.  J.  T.  Allcock 
secured  thirteen  from  a seven-foot  deep  swim — a swim 
that  has  been  successfully  angled  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  barbel  season,  and  a swim  that  has  yielded  nearly 
three  hundred  barbel  during  the  past  three  months; 
and  yesterday  (Monday)  Mr.  Councillor  Chatterton  took 
eight  from  the  same  swim,  near  Holme,  showing  that 
they  have  not  yet  left  their  ordinary  summer  haunts, 
though  in  many  waters  they  are  not  taking  the  lure 
offered. — I am,  &c.,  “ Tbentsider.” 

THE  “MIDGE”  COLLAPSIBLE  BOAT. 

Sib, — Could  you  kindly  give  me  any  information,  or 
any  of  your  readers,  as  to  the  suitability  of  the  “ Midge  ” 
collapsible  boat  for  fishing  purposes  P I wish  to  procure 
a good  portable  boat,  which  could  be  carried  on  a side 
car  for  a fishing  tour  in  Ireland  next  year.  The  only 
portable  boats  I have  seen  advertised  are  the  “ Berthon  ” 
and  the  “ Midge.”  Of  the  former  I know  something, 
having  used  it  some  few  years  ago,  the  boat  in  question 
being  one  of  the  7 feet  size.  It  was  certainly  most 
manageable,  and  the  only  objection  I know  of  to  it  is 
that  for  two  men  fishing  together  it  is  rather  short. 
The  smallest  size  of  the  “ Midge,”  I t'nink  8 feet  6 inches 
in  length,  seems  to  be  very  little  heavier  than  tho 
7 feet  ■’  Berthon,”  and,  if  equally  steady,  would,  I 
think,  do  better  for  my  purposes  ; but  its  beam  being 
considerably  less,  I fear  it  might  not  prove  sufficiently 
steady  for  fly-fishing  comfortably  and  safely.  If  you 
could  kindly  give  mo  any  information  on  the  following 
points  concerning  the  “Midge”  smallest  size  boat,  I 
should  feel  much  indebted  to  you.  (1)  Is  it  sufficiently 
steady  and  buoyant  for  two  to  fly-fish  from  at  one  time  ? 
(2)  Is  it  simple  in  construction,  and  easily  put  together 
for  use  ? — I am,  &c.,  J.  A.  B. 


A MAN  may  be  saiil  to  be  nearest  related  to  a fish 
when  he  has  a good  old  soul  of  a mother  and  a crab  of  a 
father. 

A Town  Fishes  in  its  Sewer.— Residents  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  VVayne  avenue  market  house,  at  Dayton, 
Ohio,  lired  of  the  monotonous  delays  in  the  construction 
of  the  sewer  across  Wayne-avenue  at  that  point,  by  way 
of  diversion  recently  engaged  in  a sewer  fishing  party. 
The  excavation  at  that  point,  which  has  been  open  for 
several  weeks,  and  obstructed  all  street  traffic,  contains 
several  feet  of  water.  Early  in  the  morning  poles  and 
lines  were  collected  by  the  score,  and  the  sewer  banks 
were  lined  shortly  afterwards  by  enthusiastic  fishermen. 
By  eleven  in  the  morning  fully  200  pounds  of  fish  had 
been  caught.  The  catch  included  channel  and  yellow- 
bellied  catfish,  goggle  eyes,  shiners,  suckers,  and  tooth- 
some carp.  Frying  pans  were  then  brought  into  requi- 
sition, and  a table  stretched  across  the  street,  about 
which  at  noon  the  hungry  feasted.  Brief  addresses  were 
made  complimentary  of  the  success  of  the  affair. 


October  14,  1893]  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


TO  PREVENT  POUND-NET  FISHING. 

The  perennial  fight,  says  American  Fishing  Oazette, 
between  the  commercial  fishermen  and  those  interested 
in  angling  and  catering  to  summer  residents  along  the 
New  Jersey  coast  will  be  fought  again  in  the  New 
Jersey  Legislature  the  coming  winter. 

The  New  York  Times,  commenting  upon  this  move- 
ment, says : — 

“ The  purpose  of  the  organisation  is  to  secure  a 
powerful  legislative  committee  and  funds  necessary 
successfully  to  cope  with  the  lobby  of  the  Legislature 
which  succeeded  in  defeating  the  Fish  Pound  Bill.  New 
Jersey  Pound  societies  are  to  bo  formed  wherever  enthu- 
siastic fishermen  can  be  secured  to  give  either  time  or 
money  to  the  cause.  Nearly  all  hook-and-line  fishermen 
are  interested  in  the  abolishment  of  fish  pounds,  because 
they  have  nearly  ruined  the  fishing  along  the  coast  and 
in  the  bays. 

“The  principal  complaint  of  these  anti-pounders  is 
that  the  fish  pounds  catch  more  fish  than  can  be 
marketed,  and  destroy  thousands  of  small  fish  each 
season.  Fish  are  caught  so  plentifully  that  during  the 
period  of  the  glut  they  are  sent  to  Barren  Island  to  be 
turned  into  fertiliser.  On  investigation  it  has  been  dis- 
covered that  from  Sandy  Hook  to  Chadwick  there  arc  in 
operation  twenty-four  fish  pounds,  mostly  operated  by 
New  York  fishermen. 

“ There  are  two  big  pounds  hugging  the  long  bridge 
across  the  Raritan,  between  Perth  Amboy  and  South 
Amboy,  and  particular  complaint  is  made  because  they 
prevent  fish  getting  by  to  spawn.  There  are  many  more 
pounds  along  the  shores  of  the  Raritan  river  and  the 
New  York  bay. 

“The  meshes  of  the  nets  are  so  small  in  these 
pounds  that  nothing  but  an  eel  can  get  through  them. 
They  work  without  cessation,  day  and  night,  and 
capture  fish  going  in  both  directions.  Thousands  of 
fish  going  to  their  spawning  beds  are  captured  and 
sent  to  the  market  or  to  the  compost  factories.  As. 
a consequence,  hook-and-line  fishing  has  decreased 
greatly  in  the  few  years  in  which  the  grasping  wings 
of  the  pound  s have  been  spread  along  the  coast  and 
in  the  bays. 

“Fish  return,  year  after  year,  to  the  water  in  which 
they  first  saw  the  light,  and  it  is  but  natural  that  this 
exhaustive  method  of  fishing  should  have  its  effect  in  a 
few  years.  Some  idea  of  its  magnitude  may  be,  gained 
from  the  fact  that  a reputable  Newark  business  man 
saw  fifty  tons  of  fish  taken  from  the  pound  at  Manasquan 
in  one  day.  They  were  chiefly  weakfish  and  bluefish, 
and  were  sent  to  the  New  York  market  six  or  seven 
hours  after  they  were  landed. 

“ There  is  a strong  support  for  the  anti-pound  measure 
in  South  Jersey,  it  is  said,  and  an  independent  petition 
is  to  be  circulated  there  which  will  ask  for  a law  pro- 
hibiting the  use  in  all  waters  of  this  State  of  any  form 
of  fixed  net.  It  is  said  the  fishermen  will  try  to  defeat 
the  Bill  by  adding  an  amendment  prohibiting  the  use  of 
seines  or  gill  nets,  and  the  scheme  must  be  nipped  in  the 
bud.  Essex  and  Monmouth  anglers,  and  others  who  are 
interested,  are  going  to  pledge  candidates  to  vote  for 
an  anti-pound  law.  Meanwhile  money  is  being  collected 
for  printing  and  circulating  the  explanatory  pamphlet 
and  petition. 

“The  Legislative  committee  will  soon  have  in  readi- 
ness some  literature  showing  what  has  been  the  effect  of 
these  fish  pounds  on  the  fishing  along  the  coast.  Facts 
will  be  gathered  together  which  will  bo  ample  testi- 
monials to  the  bad  condition  of  Barnegat  Bay  as  a 
fishing  ground.  It  will  be  necessary  to  keep  the  agi- 
tation going  all  this  fall,  because  the  fight  next  winter 
before  the  Legislature  will  bo  warm. 

“ The  fish  pound  owners  are  wealthy,  and  last  winter 
obtained  a strong  lobby.  It  will  depend  largely  on  the 
number  and  character  of  the  men  willing  to  come  to 
Trenton  to  present  facts  and  figures  to  the  Committee 
on  Fisheries,  which  is  likely  to  decide  the  fate. of  .the 
Bill  that  will  be  introduced.  Last  winter  the  Fish 
Pound  Bill  got  as  far  as  the  committee,  and  then  was 
amended  so  as  to  be  of  no  value.  This  amendment  was 
secured  by  a trick  of  one  of  the  lobbyists.” 


IMPROVED  SNAP  TACKLE. 

Now  that  the  question  of  how  most  successfully  and, 
at  the  same  timi,  mo.st  humanely,  to  capture  pike  is 
enjoying  the  attention  of  all  classes  of  anglers,  it  may 
not  be  inopportune  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  our 
readers  some  improved  snap  tackle,  introduced  by  Mr. 
Cormick,  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  G.  Little  and  Co.,  03, 
Haymarket,  London,  S.W.  The  improvement  consists 
in  the  second  hook  being  detachable,  by  which  means 
the  gimp  may  be  threaded  with  a baiting  needle  from 
shoulder  (through  a gudgeon)  to  within  half  an  inch  of 
end  of  back  fin  (of  course  just  under  the  skin),  then  slip 
ringed  triangle  over  loop,  and  fix  hook  under  back  fin, 
giving  two  or  three  turns  round  hook  to  secure  it. 

The  advantages  claimed  are  (1)  “ that  by  using  this 
tackle  considerably  less  baits  are  lost  in  casting  than 
with  ordinary  snap  ; f'2)  the  triangle  nearest  the  gills 
being  always  in  its  place,  more  fish  are  likely  to  be 
caught,  and  the  chances  of  getting  ‘ hooked  up  ’ in 
weeds  reduced  to  a minimum,  thus  saving  annoyance 
and  disappointment,  especially  when  baits  are  scarce.” 
The  eyes  of  the  treble  hooks  are  now  made  larger,  which 
will  make  their  use  in  cold  weather,  when  the  fingers 
are  somewhat  b.niutnbed,  easier  of  manipulation.  The 
improved  Cormick  snap  tackle  appears  to  justify  all 
that  is  claimed  for  it ; and  equipped  with  soma  of  this 
firm’s  pike  line  (100  yards  for  8s.  Ci.)  execution  should 
follow.  By  the  bye,  chould  the  demand  for  this  new 
“snap”  continue,  Messrs.  Little  and  Co.  will  not  need 
to  keep  such  a large  quantity  of  live  bait  in  stock,  as  its 
use  will  obviate  the  necessity  of  carrying  such  a number 
as  was  originally  deemed  prudent.  Mr.  Cormick’s  inven- 
tion bids  fair  to  become  known  as  the  “ save  all.” 


THE  BYEGONE  TROUTING  SEASON. 

Once  more  it  is  time  for  the  trout  fisher  to  put  np  his 
split  cane,  Multum,  blue  mahoe,  or  greenheart  in  its 
winter  quarters,  or  perhaps  it  has  to  be  put  into  dock  to 
be  thoroughly  overhauled  for  next  saason’s  fiay.  Those 
men,  and  there  are  plenty  such,  who  taka  graat  care  of 
their  rods,  keep  them  in  locked  boxes,  the  full  length 
of  the  rod,  and  rarely  take  them  apart  except  when 
travelling  ; but  it  is  much  better,  to  my  idea,  to  take  the 
rod  apart  at  the  end  of  the  season,  and  having  carefully 
looked  over  and  lightly  oiled  it,  to  hang  it  up  butt 
downward  in  a linen  case  ; by  this  means  the  rod  is  kept 
perfeefy  straight.  The  brogues,  waders,  and^  landing 
net  will  come  out  all  the  better  next  season  if  put  in 
order  before  being  finally  put  away.  The  careful  man, 
too,  will  brush  out  his  flies  with  a soft  brush,  and 
discard  those  there  is  any  doubt  about,  especially  if  on 
gut.  Gut  mounted  flies  and  gut  casts  keep  well  in 
chamois  leather,  the  hooks  do  not  rust,  nor  does  the  gut 
become  brittle  ; eyed  flies  do  well  kept  in  soft  cotton 
wool,  but  where  the  moth  cannot  get  at  them.  A little 
vaseline  or  refined  neats-foot  oil  on  the  reel  and  line 
will  help  to  keep  these  in  proper  order,  and  the  creel 
should  be  sweet  and  clean  before  being  consigned  to  the 
cupboard  or  saddle-room.  The  past  season  has  been  one 
of  disappointment  on  most  English  and  Scotch  waters ; 
Loch  Leven  and  Lake  Vyrnwy  seem  about  the  only 
exceptions.  On  some  streams  the  water  has  been  so 
shallow  as  scarcely  to  cover  the  big  trout,  and  their  back 
fins  have  often  been  seen  above  the  water.  'Whilst 
trouting  we  have  watched  the  opening  of  the  wild 
flowers,  from  early  spring  on  into  the  autumn,  have 
listened  to  the  song  ot  many  wild  birds,  have  caught  a 
few  trout,  and  feel  happier  and  better  for  these  things. 
Nature  seems  once  more  to  be  sinking  to  rest,  and  the 
trout  stream  will  be  left  to  the  waterfowl  and  kingfisher, 
and  the  fish  themselves  will  recuperate  after  the  many 
onslaughts  of  treacherous  admirers.  An  Euglishmau’s 
sport  varies  as  the  seasons  come  round,  but  to  the  fly- 
fisher  there  is  an  intuitive  looking  forward  to  his  sport 
even  in  the  depth  of  winter,  for  it  comes  at  a time  when 
all  things  are  once  more  becoming  beautiful.  Liberty 
is  sweet,  and  where  can  one  find  more  freedom  from  the 
worries  and  trials  of  this  life  than  on  some  beautiful 
trout  stream,  amidst  the  wild  flowers  and  the  song  of 
innumerable  birds  ? Lock  o’  the  Woods. 


AN  ARTIFICIAL  WORM. 

My  Rhyl  correspondent  writes : “ Why  don’t  you 
invent  an  artificial  worm,  and  do  away  with  the  slimy 
job  of  getting  the  real  thing  on  the  hook  aomethiiig 
ready  scoured,  tough,  and  with  plenty  of  wriggle  in 
him?”  Exactly.  Why  don’t  I square  the  circle? 
Because  it  takes  me  all  my  time  to  square  the  missus 
when  I’m  going  off  fishing.  Why  don’t  I have  that 
sharp  nail  in  my  garden  seat  knocked  down?  Because 
it  provides  my  family  with  a little  innocent  amusement 
when  the  unwary  visitor  chances  to  sit  down  on  it. 
Why  don’t  I invent  an  effective  artificial  worm? 
Because  I don’t  know  how — and  wouldn’t  if  I did.  It 
would  not  do,  my  dear  boy — it  really  wouldn  t.  When 
a fellow  goes  off  fishing  he  expects  peace  and  quietness; 
As  it  is  there  is  only  one  thing  that  prevents  his 
wife  from  going  with  him,  and  that  is  let 
me  whisper  it  in  your  ear  — “ wurrums ! ” They 
can’t  stand  ’em.  If  you  do  away  with  the  use 
of  the  savoury  brandling  or  the  humble  lob  I don’t 
think  even  gentles  and  wasp  - grub  will  deter  a 
whole  legion  of  fair  anglers  from  swooping  down 
on  our  happy  fishing  grounds,  and  if  the  average 
woman — I know  one  or  two  exceptions — makes  as  much 
fu-»s  over  pulling  out  a trout  as  she  does  over  shooing  ^a 
hen  out  of  the  front  garden,  the  contemplative  man’s 
recreation  will  be  gone  for  ever.  No  ! lovely  woman  in 
her  proper  sphere  is  an  admirable  institution.  I ye  got 
one  of  the  dearest,  sweetest  old  helpmeets  [I’m  going  oft’ 
for  a day  or  two  next  week,  so  it  is  as  well  to  pitch 
it  strong]  that  ever  man  was  blessed  with,  and  I know 
what  soothing  comfort  a loving  wo.man  can  pour  into  an 
angler’s  gaping  wounds  when  he  has  set  off  to  catch  a 
stone  or  two  of  trout,  and  comes  home  at  night  with  a 
bullhead  and  a couple  of  tommy-loaches  in  his  creel.  Bat 
if  we  would  preserve  this  harmonious  state  of  things, 
“Worms!”  is  the  password.  All  the  same,  certain 
misguided  geniuses  have  at  one  time  and  another 
brought  out  artificial  worms,  but  — for  fresh-water 
fishing,  at  any  rate — no  satisfactory  bait  of  that  descrip- 
tion has  yet  come  under  my  notice.  You  can  buy 
rubber  worms  at  some  of  the  tackle  shops,  but  they  are 
not  worth  bothering  with,  being  practically  useless. 
You  can  no  more  fill  a creel  with  ’em  than  you  can  fill  a 
hungry  babby  with  a sham  teat.  One  man  invented  an 
artificial  worm  that  was  going  to  do  wonders.  (Mind, 
I don’t  vouch  for  the  absolute  veracity  of  this  account, 
because  it  is  only  as  I got  it  from  another  man  ; but,  of 
course,  that  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  per- 
fectly true.)  He  made  his  worm  hollow,  put  some 
quicksilver  in  to  make  it  wriggle,  and  scented  it 
with  concentrated  essence  of  worm  oil.  But  it  was 
no  good.  The  fish  wouldn’t  have  anything  to  do 
with  it — wouldn’t  even  take  it  at  selling-off  prices.  He 
didn’t  like  to  think  that  he  had  had  all  his  trouble  for 
nothing,  so  he  set  his  brain-pan  simmering  again,  and 
worked  out  a mechanical  trout,  with  an  automatic  jaw 
and  a clockwork  attachment,  specially  constructed  to 
take  his  artificial  worm.  He  put  two  of  these  ingenious 
contrivances  into  a pond  about  half  a mile  from  his 
home,  and  had  rare  sport  with  them  all  the  remainder  of 
the  season.  There  was  one  thing,  however,  he  hid  not 
reckoned  on.  He  had  made  his  imitation  fish  so  true  to 
nature  that  when  the  fence  season  came  on  they  went 
up  the  stream  that  feeds  the  pond  and  spawned,  and 
now  the  pond  is  so  full  of  tin  trout  that  he  can’t  get  a 
wink  of  sleep  at  night  on  account  of  the  infernal  racket 
they  kick  up  with  knocking  against  each  other  !— From 
Yorkshire  Weekly  Post. 


Fbom  the  annual  report  of  the  Loch  Leven  Angling 
Association,  Limited,  we  learn  that  after  providing 
for  the  maximum  rent  of  =£1000,  and  all  other 
charges,  there  remains  a disposable  balance  of  .6546 
The  directors  recommend  the  declaration  of  a dividend 
at  the  rate  of  25  per  cent,  on  the  paid-up  capital,  which 
will  amount  to  =£296,  leaving  a balance  of  d£250  to  be 
carried  forward  to  next  account  The  annual  general 
meeting  of  shareholders  of  the  association  will  be 
held  on  Monday,  Oct.  16.  


Chafed-  Skin,  Piles,  Scalds,  Cuts,  Chilblains, 
Chapped  Hands.  Sore  Eyes,  Sunburn,  Earache, 
Neuralgic  and  Eheumatic  Pains,  Insect  Bites 
or  Stings,  Throat  Colds,  and  Skin  Ailments, 
QUICKLY  RELIEVED  BY  USB  OP 

CALVERT’S  CARBOLIC  OINTMENT. 

Large  pots,  Is.  lid.  each,  at  Chemists,  Ac,,  or 
‘ poit  free  for  value. 

T.  C. 'CAXVEBT  & CO.,  Manchefster. 

'Awarded  60  Gold  & Silver  Medals  & Diplomas. 

EVERARD  RIPLEY, 

Naturalist  and  Artistic  Mounter  op 

BIRDS,  ANIMALS,  PISH,  HEADS, 
HORNS,  HOOFS,  and  RUGS. 

Fishino  Tackle  of  Every  Description. 
Tj  Anglers.— Fish  Mounting  a Speciality. 

5 KING  STREET,  RICHMOND  SURREY. 


Established  1853^ 

lEi.  hesse:. 

Member  of  Gresham  <fc  Junior  Fly-Fishers'  Clubs. 

Fish,  Bird,  and  Animal  Preserver, 

59,  CHISENHALE  ROAD,  OLD  FORD 

(Near  the  “ Earl  of  Aberdeen,”  Roman  Road) 
SPECIALIST  IN  FISH  MOUNTING. 

Inventor  of  the  New  “ Natural  ” Eye  (for  Fish). 

Price  LUt  <m  application. 

First  Cl^ss  Medal. 


ACCIDENTS  OF  TRAVEL 

AND  ALL  OTHER  ACCIDENTS,  INSURED  AGAINST  BY 

THE  RAILWAY  PASSENGERS’  ASSURANCE  CONIPANY, 

THE  OLDEST 'AND  LARGEST  COMPANY  PROVIDING  FOR 

ACCIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 


64  COhNHILL,  LONDON. 


Price  Is.  6d. 


Post  tree  to  any  address  on  receipt  of  postage 
stamps  value 


Is.  7d. 


A CHAUMDIG  OLEOGRAPH 

FEINTED  IN  SIXTEEN  COLOUES,  Entitled— 

“AN  EVENING’S  FISHING” 

The  picture  represents  a brace  or  two  of  Trout  just  caught,  after  the  Original  Painting  by  the  late 
T.  G.  TARQETT,  in  possession  of  the  Editor  of  the  Fi.SHiNa  Gazette. 


LONDON:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MANSION  & CO.,  LIMITED. 

ST.  DUNSTAN’S  HOUSE,  FETTBE  LANE,  LONDON,  E.C, 


Now  Ready. 

I NEW  BOOK  ON  SPORT,  &c.,  by  R.  J.  Llotd 
Price,  of  Rhiwlas,  Bala.  Cloth,  3s. ; by  post 
! direct,  3s.  3d. ; at  all  Smith’s  bookstalls. 

“DOGS;  ANCIENT  & MODERN,” 

i and  WALKS  IN  WALES:  An  essay  on  Dogs 
in  General.  • and  a Guide  to  the  Angler  and 
j Tourist  in  the  Principality.  London;  EQLING- 
TON  and  Co.  (Limited),  78,  Great  Queen-street, 

■ W.C.,  or  of  the  Author. 

TRAVELLING  REQUISITES. 

Travelling  Trunks, 

Saratoga  Trunks,  Dress  Baskets, 
Portmanteaus,  Bags, 

: Hold-alls,  Hat  Cases,  Bugs,  Straps, 
and  Umbrellas. 

1 A Splendid  Assoa-***»oini* 

I ALWAYS  IN  STOCK. 

Illustrated  Price  List,  combining  every 
particular,  free  on  application. 

HYAM  & CO.,  LIMITED, 

42  & 43,  BRIGQATEI,  liEEDS, 

I AND  AT 

LONDON,  180  to  140,  Oxford  Street. 
BIRMINGHAM,  21,  22,  23,  New  St. 

I WOLVERHAMPTON,  41,  Dudley  St, 
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GUIDE  TO  EISHIUG  TACKLE  MAKERS  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 


Aberdeen. — Wm.  Brown,  64,  George-st. 

Alnwick  —Hardy  Bros.,  L.  & N.  British 

Works.  

Ampthill — Ed.  White,  Market. 
Andover,  Hants.— E.  Chamberlain. 
Ashbourne. — H.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 
Beccles  — R-  Tilnet  & Son. 
Barnstaple,  N.  Devon, — J-  Rowe,  62, 

High-street. 

Belfast  — J-  Braddell  & Son,21,  Castle- 
place. 

Birmingham. — Samuel  B.  Allport, 
50,  'Whittall-street. 

C.  Bowler,  9,  Thomas-st.,  Vaughan-st. 
T.  Heath,  52,  Alma-street,  Aston. 
Reuben  Heaton,  161-5,  Hospital-st. 

J.  Keeling,  7,  Digbeth. 

James  Morgan,  2J,  Aston-road. 

W.  Newell,  11,  Great  Western  Arcade. 
Nutting  & Co.,  70,  Edgbaston-street. 
J.  Powell,  40,  St.  Paul’s-sqnare. 

W.  H.  Ryder  & Sons,  33-36,  Slaney-st. 
Wm.  Sternberg,  43,  Soho-hiU. 

Bishop  Auckland— w.  J.  Cummins, 
Fishing  Bod  and  Tackle  Works. 

Blackburn. — James  G regson, Penny-st. 

Bolton. — W.  Bleakley,  83,  Newport-st. 

Bridgend. — R.  H.  Dyer,  19  & 20,  Queen- 
street. 

Bridport  — Joseph  Gundry  & Co.,  Net, 
Line,  and  Twine  Manufacturers. 
William  James. 

George  Kenway. 

W.  Tucker,  Manufacturer. 

Builth,  Wells. — Septimus  Price,  12, 
High-street. 

Burton  - on  - Trent.— T.  Horne,  106, 
High-street. 

Buxton,  Derbyshire.— J.  Banks,  37, 

Spring-gardens. 

Cardiff. — G-  M.  Burridge,  “Silver Fish,” 
Bridge-street. 

William  Davies,  257,  Cowbridge-road. 

Castle  Connell. — J-  Enright  & Sons. 

Cheltenham. — James  Ogden,  28,  Winch- 
comb-street. 

Ogden  & Scotpord,  Pittville.  [Whole- 
sale & Retail.] 

Chudleigh,  Devon  — J-  B.  Truman. 

Clitheroe — Thomas  Robinson,  3,  Wes- 
leyan-road. 

Croydon. — Thomson  & Co.,  10,  High-st. 
Darlington. — J-  F.  Smythe. 

Derby. — T.  Simpson,  55,  Carrington-st. 


Dublin. — C.  Weekes  & Co.,  26  & 27, 
Essex-quay.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Eton. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Exeter. — w.  Osborne,  251,  High-street. 

E.  F.  Prickman,  12,  North-street. 

Exmouth. — Miss  Ellis,  Fly-Tier,  13, 
Danby-terrace. 

Fairford,  Qlos. — Samuel  Burge. 

Felton  — W.  Dobson,  West  Thurston. 

Great  Yarmouth.— E.  Hannant,  102, 
Market-gates. 

H.  Salinger,  40,  South  Market-road. 

Hereford  — T.  Cooke,  22 1,  Maylord-st. 

Hertford. — Simson  & Co.,  Market-place. 

Hull.-H.  Booth,  21,  Paragon-street. 

Hungerford. — Freeman  Bros.,  Bridge- 
street. 

Inverness.  — J.  Graham  & Co.,  27, 
Union-street. 

Ktngsbridge,  S.  Devon.— S.  Perrott, 
109,  Fore-street. 

Kingsland,  Herefordshire,  R.S.O.— 

B.  T.  Williams,  Lugg  Cottage. 

Kingston-on-Thames  -J.R.  Richard- 
son, 67,  High-street. 

J.  E.  W^illingham,  11,  Union-street 

Langholm. — Joe  Anderson,  59,  High-st. 

Leamington  Spa.— J-  Hobson. 

Leeds. — Linsley  Bros.,  10,  Commercial- 
street. 

Francis  M.  Walbran,  19,  New 
Station-street. 

S.  Willsdon,  43,  Park-lane. 

Leicester. — R-  Flude,  5,  West-bridge. 

Leyburn,  Yorks.— J-  f.  Lyon,  Post 
Office. 

Limerick. — A.  Nestor,  George-street. 
[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Lincoln. — Andrews  & Parkinson,  36, 
Melville-street. 

J.  W.  Walker,  10,  Waterside. 

Liverpool.  — W.  Ramsbottom,  148, 
North  John-street. 

H.  Whitty,  15,  Basnett-street. 

R.  Whitty,  14,  Tithebarn-street. 

Llandovery,  Wales. — Evan  Davies, 
High-street. 

London.— S.  Allcock  & Co.,  60,  Queen 
Victoria-street.  [Wholesale  only.] 

T.  Aldred,  110,  Edgware-road,  N.W. 

Alfred  & Son,  20,  Moorgate-st.,  E.C. 

T.  Barnett,  26,  Church-street,  Edg- 
ware-road. 


London — Continued. 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  53,  Gresham- 
street.  [Wholesale  only.] 

J.  Bernard  & Sons,  5,  Church-place, 
Piccadilly. 

Mrs.  L.  J.  Brocas,  Fly-Tier,  5, 
Rochester-row,  S.W. 

C.  J.  Brown,  7,  Walton-street,  S.W. 
Mrs.  A.  Bulmer,  62,  Wandsworth-road, 

S.W. 

Carter  & Peek,  137,  St.  John-street- 
road,  E.C. 

R.  Dillon,  78,  Victoria-road,  Kentish 

Toivn. 

H.  Dunhill,  125-127,  Euston-rd.,  N.W. 
Eaton  & Duller,  6 & 7,  Crooked-lane, 
E.C. 

J.  Gillett,  40,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 

[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

J.  E.  Gold,  17,  Oakley-street,  Waterloo- 
road,  S.E. 

J.  W.  Hatton,  215,  Cambridge-road,  E. 
G.  W.  Hemens,  171,  New  North-road,  N. 

T.  Holbrow  & Co.,  9,  Eagle-place, 
Jermyn-street. 

Holroyd  Bros.,  59,  Gracechurch-street, 
E.C. 

G.  Little  & Co.,  63,  Haymarket,  S.W. 
G.  Main,  45,  Jermyn-street,  St.  James’s. 

G.  Partridge,  “ The  Golden  Perch,” 

402,  Oxford-street,  W. 

William  Poole,  104a,  BroadwaU,  S.E. 
B.  Potter  & Co.,  225,  High  Holborn. 

S.  Price  & Co.,  8,  Seymonr-street, 

Euston-square. 

H.  Richardson  & Co.,  Te  Pluckie 
Perche,  77,  Finsbury-pavement. 

T.  H.  SowERBUTTS  & SoN,  151,  Com- 

mercial-street,  E. 

A.  J.  Spashott,  55a,  Maryland  Point,  E. 

T.  Unstead,  3,  Penton-street,  Penton- 
ville,  N. 

A.  Williams,  84,  York-street,  Bryan- 
ston-square,  W. 

F.  T.  Williams  & Co.,  “ Silver  Trout,” 
10,  Groat  Queen-street,  W.C. 

Lostwithiel. — c.  Geach,  Fancy  Reposi- 
tory. 

Macclesfield. — J.  H.  Fearn,  38,Chester- 
gate. 

Manchester. — w.  Chambers  & Co.,  25, 
Market-place. 

R.  Ramsbottom,  81,  Market-street. 
Newark. — D.  Slater  & Co.,  Stodman-st. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — J-  K-  Bolton, 
147,  Northumberland-street. 
Murton.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Thos.  Pape,  27,  CoUingwood-street. 

Northampton.  — Geo.  Timms,  6,  The 
Green. 


Norwich. — A.  J.  Rudd,  54,  London-st. 


Nottingham  — F.  Crofts,  46,  Sussex-st.  ; 
S.  Dales,  7,  St.  John-street. 

Ed.  Dance,  1a,  Sussex-street. 

Chas.  Jackson,  23,  Carrington-street. 

J.  Theaker,  10,  Canal-street.  j 

W.  Wells  & Co.,  1,  Sussex-street. 

E.  West,  28,  Sussex-street.  ' 

Oakham — J.  E.  Whitehouse,  Rutland  < 
Gun  and  Cartridge  Works. 

Omagh. — John  White,  30,  Maarket-st. 

Oxford.  — James  Innes,  42,  Queen-st.  | 

Plymouth  — Thomas  Brooks,  30a, 
Southside-street. 

C.  & R.  Brooks,  Stonehouse. 

Beading. — J.  Perry  & Co.,  6,  Minster- 
parade. 

Eedditch. — s.  Allcock  & Co.,' standard 
Works.  [Wholesale  only.] 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  Abbey  Mills. 
[Wholesale  only.] 

Alfred  Booker  & Co.,  Midland  Needle 
and  Fish  Hook  Works. 

H.  Milward  & Son,  Washford  Mills. 

W.  Vale  & Son,  Studley.  [Wholesale 

only-] i 

Richmond  - on  - Thames — Gaynor  & j 
Son,  4,  Bridge-street. 

Everard  Ripley,  5,  King-street.  ' 

Richmond,  Yorks.— Chas.  Spencer  ! 
Finkle-street.  j 

Rothbury  — W.  Mavin.  j 

J.  Soulsby.  ' 

Scarborough— s.  M.  Patrick,  5,  North-  ; 
street,  Newboro’.  j 

Wm.  j.  Clarke,  44,  Huntress-row. 

Southampton.— Cox  & Macpherson^ 
62,  High-street. 

Cox  & Son,  28,  High-street. 

Swansea — B.  Evans  & Co.,  Swansea 
Sporting  Dep6t,  Castle  Bailey-st. 

Taunton. — George  Hinton,  Fore-st. 

Thetford.  — G.  H.  Reynolds,  Anchor 
Commercial  Hotel. 

Thrapston. — A.  Bargh,  Bridge-st. 

Torrington,  N.  Devon.— J - D.  Bastard, 
Torridge  House. 

Uppingham,  Rutlands.  — J.  L. 

Andrews,  High-street. 

Walthamstow.  — D.  Bennett,  137, 
Hoe-street  North. 

Wolverhampton  — T.  Shakespeare,  9, 
Market-street. 

York.— H.T.  Lloyd,  Sportsman’s  Depot, 
Davy- gate. 


At  all  Bookstalls  and  Newsagents.  Crown  octavo,  160  pages.  Price  1,-; 

SECOND  EDITION  NOW  READY. 

LONG  CASTS  AND  SURE 

Being  a collection  of  Angling  “Yarns”  and  Experiences. 

BY  EDGAR  S.  SHRUBSOLE. 


post  free,  12. 


SOME  OPINIONS 

“'riie  work  of  a clover  penman  and  nn  cxperienceil  tlshermnn;  a deUghtful  book  for  an  idle 
hour.” — /’’n/'/,  Sopteniber  “old. 

‘‘  Written  with  e.\perienoo,  and  with  a /?enuiue  delight  in  their  subject  which  will  recommend 
them  to  iin^liTs  everywhere.'’ — Scots/iia/i,  September  1 1th. 

“ Some  of  the  sketches  are  very  racy,  and  the  author  has  contrived  to  dovetail  into  them  a ^food 
dual  of  infornnitioii,  which  will  no  doulit  lio  niiprecialcd  by  anglers.” — (Haagow  Hrmhly  S*‘p- 
leniber  I4th. 

“.\  most  jiidieious  admi\tiiic  of  iiisiruction  with  dcscrijiliun.  only  too  rare  with  writers  of 
‘ fishing  experiences  ’ ; will  he  \\’iilc!y  reail  either  on  a long  railway  journey  or  in  the  easy  chair.”— 
Fishiiifi  (iairttP^  Septeinher  luih. 

■'Wo  do  not  mean  to  set  this  little  ‘paper  skin’  beyond  the  many  more  ambitious  hooks  of 
sport . hut  it  is  doing  it  no  more  than  justice  to  say  that  it  discovers  a power,  approaching  to  genius, 
in  graphic  representations  of  the  conditions  of  lisliiug.” — Ro<i  ami  GT/m,  Septemlier  23rd. 


OF  THE  PRESS. 

“ A very  spirited  and  versatile  writer.  Some  of  the  descriptive  paragraphs  cause  one  almost 
to  fancy  that  you  are  on  the  spot,  I can  heartily  recommend  this  hrightly-written  little  book.” — 
Lt'vih  Mercury,  Sejitemhcr  Kith. 

“ Tiot  the  angler  dip  into  this  handy  little  volume,  and  ho  is  safe  to  ilnd  something  that  will 
interest  and  frequently  much  that  will  instruct  him ; the  thoughtful  student  should  purchase  the 
volume.” — Land  and  Water,  Si'ptember  30th. 

“ The  stories  are  well  and  humorously  told ; the  book  is  worthy  the  perusal  of  most  anglers.” 
— The  People,  S(“j)temher  1 7th. 

“ Disciidos  of  Izaak  Walton  will  read  it  with  interest.” — L^oyiVs,  September  24th. 

“ Brighly  written,  the  hook  is  well  worth  reading.” — AVar,  September  27th. 
spirited  and  entertaining  little  book.” — Yorkshire  Post,  September  27th. 

‘‘  1 have  read  ‘ Long  Casts  and  Sure  Rises  ’ with  much  amusement.” — Geo.  K.  Sims. 
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TIDE  TABLES. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
IBridgo  given  below. 

' ^55  min.  for  Kew. 

\75  ,,  ,,  Richmond. 

Add] 80  „ ,,  Twicken- 

I ham. 

^5  „ ,,  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later.  .-u 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 

Saturday,  Oct.  14 
Sunday, 

Monday, 

Tuesday, 


'30  min.  for  Chelsea. 
140  „ ,,  Putney. 

145  ,,  ,,  Hammer- 

I smith. 

‘-50  ,,  ,,  Barnes. 


15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 


Morning. 

Evening. 

4.  8 

4.24 

4.38  

4.53 

5.11  

5.31 

5.51  

615 

6.43  

7.16 

7.66  

8.41 

9.‘29  

10.15 

Thursday, 

Friday, 

High  Water  at  Amberlet  and  Pulborough. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Oct.  14  4.48  5.  4 

Sunday,  ,,  15  5.18  5 33 

Monday,  ,,  16  5.51  6.H 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley. 

Pulborough  will  be  two  hours  forty  minutes  later. 


ANGLING  FIXTDEES. 

October  15.  

Alma  : Match  at  Shepperton. 

Amicable  Brothers : Prize  outing ; Match  at  St, 
Margaret’s. 

Canning  Town  : Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

Good  Intent ; Match  at  Ware. 

Hoxton  Brothers  : Prize  outing  to  Langford. 

Izaak  Walton  : Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

Mildmay  ; Match  at  Langford  Hall. 

Marylebone  : Match  at  Ware. 

Peckham  Brothers  : Match  at  St.  Margaret’s. 

South  London  : Match  at  Langford. 

Waggoners  : Match  at  Twickenham. 

Westminster  : Match  at  Kingston. 

October  16. 

Amicable  Waltonians  : Anglers’  Association  visit. 
Anglers’  Association  : Delegate  meeting. 

Crown  and  Buekland  ; Concert. 

Queen’s  Piseatorials  : Smoking  concert. 

October  17. 

Brunswick  Brothers  ; Distribution  of  prizes. 

Gresham  : Sea-fishing  excursion  to  Leigh. 

Pixie  Brothers  : Visit. 

October  18. 

Shepherd’s  Bush  : Competition. 

South  London  : Match  at  Langford. 

October  20. 

Paper  Reading  Society : Meeting  at  The  Citizen. 


Oct. 


Nov 


22. 

22. 

22. 

22. 

22. 

22. 

22. 

20’. 

29. 

29. 

29. 

29. 

5. 


FIXTURES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 
—Amicable  Excelsior:  Match  at  Egham. 
—City  of  London  : Match  at  Brentford. 
— Daiston  : Roving  mato’n. 

—Lincoln  : Roving  match. 

— Sociable  Brothers  : Match  at  Walton. 
—Westminster  : Match  at  Windsor. 

— Jubilee  : Match  at  Drayton. 

-Sundial:  Supper. 

— Cobden  : Outing  to  Taplow. 

— Liverpool : Outing  to  River  Vyrnwy. 

— Roial  George:  Match  at  Marlow. 

— Blackfriars  : Match  at  Windsor. 

— Queen’s:  Match. 


JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAY. 


The  Anglers’  Association  Monthly  Delegate  Meeting 
will  be  held  on  Monday  evening  next  at  Foresters’  Hall. 
****** 

Many  readers  will  remember  our  old  friend  arid 
brother  angler,  F.  Malcom,  who  has  now  started  in 
business  under  the  style  of  “ King,  Milcom,  and  Co,,” 
at  19,  Leicester-square  (two  doors  from  the  Alhambra 
Theatre).  For  thirty  years  he  was  manager  of  the  well- 
known  firm  of  Woolgar.  of  Ludgate  Hill,  during  which 
time  be  invented  all  the  specialities  which  have  made 
that  firm  so  famous.  Amongst  them  may  be  noticed  : 
Improvement  in  making  Waders,  Looping  up  and  Inner 
Cuffs  to  Fishing  Jacket,  Ventilated  Cape  Coat  without 
Joins,  the  Tanned  Angola  Fishing  Stocking,  and  the 
Improved  Fishing  Bag,  of  which  thousands  have  been 
sold.  Practical  experience  extending  over  such  a 
number  of  years  has  undoubtedly  made  Mr.  F.  Malcom  a 
thorough  master  of  his  profession.  The  Field  says  : — 
‘‘Our  fishing  coat  is  one  well  worthy  the  attention  of 
anglers  ; it  is  light  in  weight,  is  furnished  with  two 
good  pockets  for  holding  fly  book,  cigar  case,  &c.,  &c., 
may  be  shortened  at  will  of  the  wearer,  and  has  an 
inner  sleeve  or  elastic  cuff  which  prevents  the  water 
(when  trickling  down  the  red)  making  its  way  up  the 
sleeve.” 


Mr.  W.  Brougham  says  that  the  net  which  had 
been  found  above  Glover’s  Island  at  Richmond,  and 
supposed  to  have  been  connected  with  the  recent  con- 
viction, was  taken  before  the  Brentford  bench  on  Satur- 
day last,  when  it  was  condemned  by  the  magistrates, 
and  handed  over  to  Head  River-keeper  William  Douglas, 
of  the 'P.A.P.S.  Daniel  Follet,  who  was  the  finder  of 
the  net,  attended  before  the  bench,  and  was  afterwards 
handed  over  the  guinea  as  a reward  from  the  T.A  P.S. 

# * * * * * 

Mr.  Harris,  of  the  Rose  and  Crown  Inn,  Highbridge, 
Somerset,  writes  : “ A pike  3ft.  in  length,  and  weighing 
111b.,  was  caught  on  Oct.  8 at  Highbridge,  in  the  river 
Brue,  by  Mr.  Jno.  Thompson,  assisted  by  Mr.  K. 
Williams.  This  is  supposed  to  be  the  largest  fish  ever 
caught  in  the  River  Brue  with  rod  and  line.  ” 
****** 

We  are  asked  by  Mr.  David  Pithouse  of  the  North 
Star,  Langley,  to  insert  the  following: — A_  competition 
will  take  place  at  Langley  on  Oct.  15,  roving  ; one  rod 
only  to  be  used  at  one  time  ; Langley  and  Tank  pounds 
only;  live  bait  allowed.  No  entrance  fee ; all  anglers 
holding  Association  privilege  tickets  entitled  to  compete. 
All  competitors  must  come  down  by  first  or  subsequent 
trains  on  the  morning  of  the  competition,  and  book 
their  names  at  the  North  Star  before  fishing.  The 
following  prizes  have  been  offered : — One  guinea  for 
largest  jack  ; one  guinea  for  first  gross  weight  of  all  fish, 
bar  jack  ; 10s.  6d.  for  second  ; 41b.  canister  of  tea  each 
third  and  fourth  ; cigar  case  for  fifth  ; and  2s.  6d.  for 
sixth.  The  donors  of  the  prizes  are  Messrs.  Carter, 
Pithouse,  Ray,  Herd,  Newman,  Vc. 

****** 

On  Oct.  1 an  umbrella  was  picked  up  in  a meadow 
near  the  new  waters  at  Langford,  Essex,  and  is  in  the 
possession  of  a member  of  the  Clissold  Angling  Society, 
The  Cricketers,  Northwold-road,  Stoke  Newington. 
The  owner  may  have  it  on  application  on  Thursday 
evenings  only. 

****** 

DOES  HE? 

When  an  angler  is  awakened 

Prom  his  peaceful  sleep  and  dream. 

In  the  early  hours  of  morning 
For  an  onslaught  on  the  bream. 

With  what  joy  he  lights  the  candle. 

And  how  cheerfully  he  sings. 

As  be’s  tubbing  ; how  he  whistles 
As  he’s  putting  on  his  things  1 
When  an  angler  by  the  river 
Sees  the  fish  are  on  the  rise. 

Puts  his  rod  and  reel  together — 

When  he  finds  he  has  no  flies, 

When  in  vain  he  scours  his  basket 
For  the  book  he  meant  to  bring. 

With  what  cbeery  peals  of  laughter 
Doth  he  make  the  welkin  ring  ! 

When  an  angler  is  Thames-trouting, 

And  at  last  has  had  a run. 

When  the  fish,  though  game,  is  yielding. 

And  the  fight  is  nearly  done, 

When  he  lands  his  prey — a barbel — 

With  what  pride  he  views  his  take. 

As  he  says  : ” All  fishing’s  heaven. 

But  Thames-trouting  takes  the  cake  ! ” 

When  an  angler  at  his  pastime 
Sees  the  weeds  come  floating  by. 

When  he  marks  the  skiffs  and  launches, 
when  he  finds  his  stream  run  dry. 

When  his  tackle  gets  entangled. 

When  the  heat  has  killed  the  bait. 

With  vhat  happiness  he  bursteth  ! 

How  contented  ! how  elate  ! C.  G.  D. 

****** 
“Halcyon,”  speaking  of  his  recent  holiday  in  the 
Derbyshire  dales  with  “ Red  Spinner,”  says  : “ Wherever 
we  went  the  views  of  the  surrounding  country  were 
lovely  ; it  is  really  wonderful  how  few  Englishmen,  and 
women  also,  for  tbe  matter  of  that,  have  the  least  idea 
what  magnificent  scenery  there  is  within  four  hours’ 
journey  from  London.  They  go  to  Switzerland  and 
elsewhere,  when  they  can  see  quite  as  much  at  home ; 
but,  I suppose,  it  will  be  the  same  to  the  end  of  time.” 
****** 

A Jelly-fish  of  ten  pounds  when  dried  weighs  about 
ten  grains. 

****** 

The  society  with  a long  name  (which  holds  its  first 
general  meeting  for  the  season  on  Friday  evening  next) 
must  look  to  its  laurels.  Two  members  of  the  Bostonian 
Angling  Society,  Messrs.  Taylor  and  Ward,  on  Wednes- 
day last,  gave  a lantern  entertainment  entitled  “ A 
Story  of  Fish  Scales  and  Pishing  Subjects,”  which  bids 
fair  to  become  the  sensation  of  the  session.  It  munt  be 
seen  to  be  appreciated.  Let  us  hope  Mr.  Matthews  will 
be  able  to  secure  these  two  really  clever  artists,  Messrs. 
’Taylor  and  Ward. 

« # ^ ^ # 

We  recently  mentioned  the  fact  that  a correspondent 
had  t.aken  jack  with  paste.  Perea  fluviatilvs  is  usually 
taken  with  the  worm.  He  is  not  averse  to  a minnow  ; 
and  has  been  often  fed  with  the  spoon  ; but  last  Sunday, 
at  tke  weigh-in  after  the  Amberley  competition,  four 
nice  perch  (one  considerably  over  a pound)  were  reported 
to  have  succumbed  to  gentles.  There  may  be  some 
truth  in  the  answer  I once  received  to  the  question, 
‘‘  What  did  thev  take  ? ” — “ Oakum ! ” 


‘ What  did  they  take  ? ” — “ Oakum ! ’ 

****** 

“ One  who  Knows  ” writes  me  that  the  water  at 
Hilgay  Fen  is  in  first-rate  fettle,  and  the  fish  well  on 
the  feed. 


Mr.  Jones,  of  the  Anchor  and  Hope,  tolls  mo  he  has 
had  some  specimens  to  set  up  from  the  Central  waters 
recently.  Nineteen  roach  over  a pound  were  weighed-in 
on  the  8th  inst.,  the  largest  21b.,  next  lib  lofoz  Now 
Mr.  Anstisa  saya  ho  is  setting  ono  up  tor  Mr.  Antlitt,  ot 
the  Battersea  Friendly,  which  he  _ captured  a,t 
Amberley  on  the  same  date  (though  not  in  the  competi- 
tion),  and  which  weighed  21b.  2oz. 

****** 

Last  week  we  quoted  an  interesting,  although  some- 
what incredulous  item  of  news  from  Cassell  s balnrday 
Journal,  which  ran  as  follows  : “ A thousand  millions  ot 
the  animalculae  found  in  stagnant  water  do  not  collec- 
tively equal  the  size  of  a grain  of  sand.”  A correspon- 
dent says  : “ It  would  be  more  interesting  to  your  readers 
if  the  author  of  that  paragraph  could  tell  “ 

arrived  at  that  conclusion.  I think  it  should  be  taken 
with  a very  large  grain  of  salt,  in  other  words,  cumgrano 
salts,  seeing  that  it  would  take  him  three  and  a halt 
years  ito  count  them  at  the  rate  of  ten  a second,  could 
the  drop  of  water  be  sufficiently  magnified  and  did  it 
not  dry  up  while  he  was  doing  it.”  We  must  confess 
our  correspondent  appears  to  be  nearest  the  truth  ; 
although  if  the  exact  dimensions  of_  the  graxn  ot  sand 
had  been  given  it  might  have  simplified  matters^  some- 
what. We  know  how  much  latent  heat  there  is  in  a 
grain  of  mustard  seed,  but  the  result  has  not  yet  trans- 
pired of  a microscopical  examination  of  a grain  ot  sense. 

* * * * * * ■ c ' 

The  welccme  rain,  Mr.  Rolph,  of  Brandon,  informs 
me  has  “ put  the  river  in  nice  condition.’  He  also  says 
(and  I quite  believe  him)  “that  there  should  now  be 

some  good  fishing  here.” 

Some  the  Thames  would  ne  er  forsake— 

The  Lea  would  not  abandon ; 

Had  I my  will  my  way  I'd  make 
To  dear,  delightful  Brandon. 
****** 

In  order  that  every  angler  interested  in  the  Thames 
fishery  may  read  for  himself  the  result  of  the 
negotiations  for  its  improvement,  we  print  (on  page  31)3) 
the  full  text  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  Bye-laws. 
****** 

Good  and  generous  measure,  pressed  down  and 
running  over,  is  the  bill  of  fare  that  Mr.  Ritchie,  the 
popular  managing  director  of  the  Royal  Aquarium,  has 
provided  for  his  patrons.  The  startling  and  wonderful 
dive  has  lost  none  of  its  attractive  powers,  nor  is  this  to 
be  wondered  at,  for  it  is  unquestionably  the  most  daring 
and  extraordinary  feat  ever  placed  before  the  public  a 
sheer  drop  of  130  feet  tlirough  the  roof  into  a tank  ot 
water  seven  feet  deep  is  indeed  one  which  demands  an 
enormous  amount  of  daring  and  presence  of  mind  on  tne 
part  of  its  exponent.  No  one  should  fail  seeing  the 
wonderful  collie  dogs,  now  performing  at  the  Boyal 
Aquarium.  As  an  illustration  of  animal  training  it  is 
perhaps  the  most  marvellous  that  has  ever  been  seen  in 
England.  It  is  stated  that  they  are  taught  simply  by 
kindness,  and  it  is  easy  to  credit  this  when  their  tearless 
look  and  bright  eyes  are  noted. 

****** 

Dr.  H.  Labonne  mentions  a curious  peculiarity  of 
the  stormy  petrel  which  has  caused  it  to  be 
lamp-bird  by  the  fishermen  of  the  island  of  St.  Kilaa 
The  flesh  of  the  bird  is  verv  oily,  and  the  inhabitants  ot 
the  island,  who  kill  it  by  thousands,  utilise  this  property 
for  domestic  purposes.  They  insert  a wick  in  the  bibd  s 
bill,  and  obtain  for  an  hour  a light  that  is  sufficiently 
bright  to  serve  their  purposes. 

****** 

Drain  and  well  wash  some  soft  roes  of  herring  in 
salted  water,  then  heat  them  on  a buttered  tin  in  the 
oven,  seasoned  with  pepper  and  a few  drops  ot  leinon 
juice;  when  quite  hot,  set  each  roe  on  a piece  ot  tried 
bread  the  size  of  tbe  roe,  place  on  each  a broiled  mush- 
room ; sprinkle  with  pepper  and  finely-chopped  parsley, 
and  serve  very  hot. 

****** 

When  a word  is  wrongly  spelled,  or  a quotatjon 
“ misquoted,”  or  a big  letter  in  a big  line  does  not  appear, 
complaints  reach  the  Editor  in  scores.  Oh,  yes  ! There  ?.re 
churls  amang  ye — “ a-mangling”  the  news.  No  allowance 
is  made  by  “Admirable  Crichtons”  for  execrable  manu- 
sciipt— lurifinp  they  call  it;  certainly  not.  The  printer  s 
imp  gets  all  the  credit  (r).  Only  recently  I saw  an 
announcement  that  the  subject  of  a lecture  would  be 
“Fly  fishing  for  course  Fish  ! ” Of  course;  that  was 
only  natural.  We  can  look  over  Battenberg  being 
spelled  Battan burgh,  and  Frayserburg  and  St.Peters- 
bergh  occasionally  “ going  wrong.”  We  can  afford  to 
smile  at  being  made  to  say  “ the  floods  will  wash  the 
?u-ats  away.”  Some  books  which  have  been  “in  the  press 
for  a couple  of  years  have  at  the  end  the  little  wo.rd 
“ errata.”  For  “ brats  ” read  “ boats  ” and  the  mystery 
is  solved.  But,  like  our  dear  good  friend  Cheney,  ot 
American  fame,  it  makes  us  “ sit  up  ” when  we  are  told 
that  the  printer’s  devil  is  responsible  for  the  following 
interesting  item  of  news  : — , 

****** 

“ Thames  (Staines).— John  Keene,  jun.,  oneday,  with 
Messrs.  Wilson,  two  mackerel,  fourteen  chub  and  three 
dozen  ot  roach  and  dace.”  It  should  have  read,  Messrs. 
Wilson  and  Mackrell,”  &c.  Mackerel  are  best  when  tresh 
— these  are  the  freshest  on  record.  It  is  a great  pity  th* 
news  has  leaked  out.  J ust  as  we  were  congratulating  our- 
selves on  the  disappearance  of  the  boats,  the  look-out 
man  on  the  top  of  the  pagoda  flashes  the  news  all  over 
the  empire  that  the  mackerel  fleet  has  just  passed 
through  Richmond  Bridge.”  No  mention  is  made  in  the 
new  bye-laws  of  a close  time  for  these  bright  and  dainty 
fish,  but  until  the  river  is  better  stocked  it  would  be 
advisable  not  to  use  the  Dragnet. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


River  Reporters  ^vho  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Vunstan’s  House.  Fetter-lane,  London. 


The  Increasing  demand  for  the  FISHING 
GAZETTE  necessitates  our  going  to  press 
somewhat  earlier  than  heretofore.  River 
reporters  will  oblisje  by  tenairg  reports  so 
that  they  may  arrive  on  Thursday  evei.ing 
at  latest  to  guarantee  Insertion. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  EEPORTS. 

Thames.  The  river  between  Staines  and  Shepperton 
Lock  bas  been  much  improved  by  the  rainfall,  bntat  the 
time  of  writing  does  not  carry  much  colour.  Below 
Shepperton  Lock  the  river  is  nicely  tinged,  as  the  Wey 
is  bringing  down  a lot  of  colouring  matter.  The  River 
Wey  is  in  really  good  order  forar-round  fishing,  though 
rubbish  is  apt  to  be  troublesome  in  some  places.  From 
Walton  to  Molesey  Weir  the  Thames  is  in  capital  order, 
and  below  the  junction  of  the  Mole  it  is  still  more 
coloured,  as  this  latter  river  is  coming  down  a bit  thick, 
but  not  so  much  so  as  to  interfere  seriously  with  fishing, 
though  the  brighter  the  bait  the  better  the  angler’s 
chances. — H.  C.  Alpe. 

^ IioyreT  Thames.  General  Remarks. — In  connec- 
tion with  the  last  trout  season  it  will  be  interesting  to 
give  some  of  the  results,  and  amongst  the  Thames 
nsherrnen  there  is  no  other  that  occupies  a higher  posi- 
tion than  George  Rosewell,  of  Shepperton,  as  an  at- 
tendant upon  trout  anglers.  During  the  season  he  has 
landed  with  different  clients  nineteen  trout,  weighing 
altogether  ti91b.  8oz.,  Mr.  C.  Wilson  occuptying  the  best 
position,  having  taken  four  fish,  weighing  231b.  12oz. 
His  returns  for  the  previous  ten  years  are  as  follows  : In 
1883,  twenty-three  trout,  weighing  1061b.  6|oz.  ; in  1884, 
thirty-two  trout,  weighing  1701b.  12Joz.  ; in  1885,  forty- 
six  trout,  weighing  1981b.  4oz. ; in  1886,  thirty-seven 
trout,  weighing  1651b.  lloz.  ; in  1887,  thirty  trout, 
weighing  1321b.  9oz. ; in  1888,  twenty-four  trout,  weigh- 
1889,  twenty-five  trout,  weighing 
• lli'rty  trout,  weighing  1371b.  3Joz. ; 

in  1891,  twenty-one  trout,  weighing  1151b.  loz.  ; in 
1892,  twenty  trout,  weighing  1091b.  In  making  these 
returns  I have  the  names  of  each  of  the  captors.  Mr. 
George  Palmer,  in  six  years,  caught  116  trout,  weigh- 
ing  4371b.^  2oz.,  his  best  year,  in  1885,  being  twenty-nine 
trout,  weighing  1271b.  6cz.  John  Keene,  ]un.,  has  made  a 
total  of  eleven  tronl,  weighing  541b.,  the  largest  fish 
wei^ghing  81b.  Amongst  the  individual  captures  of  trout, 
either  on  the  weirs  or  in  the  open  waters,  Mr.  Uerward 
Lely  occupies  the  most  prominent  position  with  a record 
of  eleven  good  fish,  the  largest  weighing  81b.  ; Mr.  C.  H 
Wheeley,  who  caught  the  first  trout  of  the  season  jus 
after  six  o clock  in  the  morning  of  April  1,  is  creditec 
with  six  fish  ; Mr.  Creswick  has  succeeded  in  getting 
four  trout  ; Mr.  E.  Dangerfield  got  six  good  fish,  th( 
largest  being  the  best  fish  of  the  season,  weighing  ovei 
111b. ; Mr.  Wilkinson  has  taken  three  trout,  the  largeal 
5Jlb.  ; a gentleman  from  Thames  Ditton,  two  trout  on( 
61b.  the  other  71b. ; Major  Terry,  Mr.  W.  B.  Leaf,  Mr 
Burrow,  and  Mr.  Taylor  some  two  and  three  each.  ’ Th( 
last  trout  of  the  season,  a fish  of  4^1b.,  was  caught  ii 
the  tideway  on  the  closing  day. 

Upper  Thames. — Once  again  the  grand  old  Thames 
IS  getting  into  splendid  fishing  trim.  Rain  has  coU' 
tinuously  fallen  now  for  quite  a week,  and  the  brighi 
stale  river  is  hourly  feeling  the  good  effect  of  the  gene, 
rous  downpour.  Roach  are  now  well  on  the  feed,  and 
excelle^  sport  is  accruing  amid  those  silvery  and  sport- 
giving  Thames  beauties.  In  the  Marlow  district,  Mr 
1 more  than  one  occasion  lately  bas  had  ovei 

151b.  of  roach  in  the  day’s  outing,  many  of  the  fist 
scaling  jlb.  each,  and  several  up  to,  if  not  over,  lib, 
I^rch  are  fairly  on  the  feed,  but  gudgeon,  barbel,  and 
chub  are  not  worth  going  for.  AVeather  cool  and  plea- 
spt,  and  the  river  surroundings  with  their  autumnal 
tints  a sight  surely  hardly  to  be  surpassed  in  the  world. 
— Marlow  Buzz. 

Tliames  (Datchet). — The  heavy  rains  have  not 
risen  the  river  much.  By  the  time  this  is  in  print  the 
water  will  be  right  for  roach  and  barbel  fishing.  I tried 
a spin  this  morning;  caught  one  jack,  31b.,  and  missed 
three  others,  one  a good  fish.  This  is  the  first  time  I 
have  had  a run  out  of  four  or  five  little  tries;  weeds 
still  very  troublesome. — G.  Lumsden. 

Tliames  (King’ston), — John  Johnson,  in  the  week 
sixteen  barbel,  five  jack,  six  bream,  four  chub,  and  five 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace;  J.  Wilkes,  three  jack,  two 
doze^n  of  roach  and  dace,  and  sixteen  dozen  of  gudgeon  ; 
N.  Bolton,  sixteen  jack,  twelve  perch,  seven  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace,  and  ten  dozen  of  gudgeon.  The  bank 
anglers  have  been  doing  well  amongst  the  roach,  dace 
bream,  and  barbel.  A carp  of  ISJlb.  has  been  taken  in 
the  Home  Park  by  one  of  the  anglers,  and  has  been  pur- 
chased  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson,  who  is  setting  it  up  for 
preservation  as  a specimen  fish. 

Thames  (Richmond).— Christopher  Brown,  in  three 
roach  and  dace,  the  largest  roach  21b.  • H. 
Wheeler,  in  the  week,  1001b.  weight  of  roach  and  dace, 
and  a bream  of  31b.  ; Job  Brain  and  Henry  Mansell 
have  made  an  average  of  from  101b.  to  121b.  of  roach, 
(lace,  and  barbel  each  day. 

Thames  (Shepperton).— George  Rosewell,  one  day 
with  Mr.  George  Balmer,  six  barbel,  two  bream,  and 
som^e  dace;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Hill,  five  barbel  and 
eighteen  roach  and  dace  ; and  another  day,  one  bream,  a 
dozen  roach  and  dace,  and  one  chub. 


Thames  (Teddington). — Joseph  Baldwin,  in  three 
days,  fifteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  five  barbel ; 
W.  McBride,  in  the  week,  eighty  bream,  six  barbel,  and 
twenty  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Twickenham).— C.  Brown,  in  three  days, 
401b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; S.  Cole,  in  the  week,  501b.  of 
roach  and  dace,  and  five  bream  ; J.  Coxen,  in  two  days, 
201b.  of  roach  and  dace,  and  a couple  of  bream  ; George 
Coxen,  in  three  and  a half  days,  361b.  of  roach  and  dace, 
and  two  barbel  ; George  Chamberlain,  in  one  day,  ten 
dozen  cf  roach  and  dace,  and  three  barbel  ; John  Frost, 
in  three  and  a half  days,  301b  of  roach  and  dace  ; Pert 
Hammerton,  in  four  days,  tOlb.  of  roach  and  dace,  and 
two  barbel  ; George  Lee,  in  three  days,  251b.  of  roach 
and  dace,  and  three  bream  ; John  Spong,  in  five  days, 
801b.  of  roach  and  dace,  and  four  barbel ; Mr.  Shaw 
and  Mr.  Davis,  in  one  day  caught  150  roach,  dace,  and 
bream,  and  a perch  of  lOoz. 

Thames  (Walton). — R.  Watford,  one  day,  with  Mr. 
Lefevre,  five  bream,  the  largest  31b.,  and  two  and  a half 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Fergu- 
son, six  jack,  the  largest  61b.  ; another  day,  with  Mr. 
Brown,  eleven  bream,  weighing  191b. ; and  another  day, 
with  Mr.  Girling,  nine  bream,  the  largest  31b.  Sir  John 
Hookham  and  Mr.  Cossan,  one  day,  six  bream  and  six 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Weybridge).- Herbert Curr,  one  day,  with 
two  gentlemen,  six  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  five 
barbel ; another  day,  seven  barbel ; another  day,  with 
Mr.  Day,  six  barbel  and  a fine  perch  of  21b,,  the  latter 
being  sent  to  Messrs.  J.  Cooper  and  Sons,  for  preserva- 
tion. 

Thames  (Windsor). — Exceptionally  heavy  rains 
have  fallen  in  this  neighbourhood;  but,  owing  to  the 
extreme  dryness  of  the  soil,  which  will  absorb  a vast 
amount  before  the  river  can  be  affected,  water  to-day  is 
very  slightly  coloured,  but  every  appearance  of  more 
rain  ; should  it  continue  the  river  by  the  15th  lust,  will 
be  coloured.  As  an  effect  of  the  rain  some  good  barbel 
have  been  caught.  I weighed  three  on  the  9th  inst,  of 
71b.  2oz.,  5flb.,  and  4|lb.,  caught  by  Messrs.  Beard  and 
Downes.  Messrs.  Skelton  and  Wighton,  of  Datchet, 
a catch  of  eleven,  largest  Sib.  9Joz.  Six  perch,  weigh- 
ing 51b.  9oz.,  largest  IJlb.,  have  been  caught  by  Mr.  G. 
Bentley,  of  Clewer,  having  a nice  tray  on  one  occasion 
of  sixty-five,  largest  14iz.  Jack  have  not  been  moving 
much.  Mr.  Hewlett,  of  Eton,  on  one  occasion  had  four, 
but  small ; the  best  fish  I have  seen  was  one  at  Maiden- 
head caught  by  the  Baroness,  out  with  the  champion 
punter  Beasley,  a nice  conditioned  looking  fish  of  about 
41b.  Should  we  get  a high  thick  water  and  a few  frosty 
nights  jack  will  run  well  when  it  clears,  as  this  is 
just  what  is  i eqnired  now  to  wake  these  and  the  perch 
up. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

^ncholme  District.  — We  have  had  a few  super- 
ficial showers,  which  have  slightly  improved  the  fishing, 
but  in  no  wise  affected  the  colour  of  the  water.  More 
rain  would  promote  great  improvement.  The  best 
takes  since  my  last  report  are  as  follows  : — On  one  day 
Mr.  A.  Stanley,  of  Sheffield,  had  2flb.  of  roach,  in- 
cluding a few  bream.  The  next  day  he  had  161b.  from 
the  same  place.  Mr.  F.  Brown,  of  Hull,  had  121b.  of 
roach  and  bream  in  one  day  from  the  New  River,  and 
Mr.  R.  Stringer  (Brigg),  91b.  ; on  another  day  Mr. 
Stringer  got  Gib.,  largest  roach  lib.  On  Monday  Mr. 
Baxter,  of  Sheffield,  had  81b.  of  bream.  I omitted  to 
report  the  Hull  Universal  Angling  Association  match, 
fished  on  the  1th  inst.  Twenty-eight  competed.  Mr.  S. 
King  was  first  with  61b.  lloz. ; Mr.  J.  Clay  second  with 
61b.  7oz. ; and  Mr.  A.  Durden  third,  with  41b.  13oz. 
The  fish  were  nearly  all  roach.  At  present  gentles  are 
taking  most  fish. — Thomas  Ford. 

Cornisli  Streams. — Fishing  affairs  are  putting  on 
quite  a different  complexion  in  the  extreme  south-west. 
The  rivers  are  in  fair  freshet,  and  during  the  springtide 
at  the  early  part  of  the  week  many  salmon  and  peal  have 
run  up.  On  the  Camel,  Harry  Williams  got  a salmon 
of  101b.,  and  Napier  one  of  81b.,  and  a peal  of  IJlb.,  all 
on  the  same  day.  The  run  of  salmon  is  likely  to  he 
large.  The  Fowey  is  also  in  capital  trim,  and  at  Loot- 
withiel  the^rodshavR  been  getting  quite  large  quantities 
of '■  school  ” sea-trout.  Higher  up  there  has  been  an 
occasional  take  of  peal,  and  one  gentleman  fishing  Col. 
St.  Anbyn  s water  has  been  landing  three  and  four  fair- 
sized peal  daily.  No  extra  efforts  seem  to  have  been 
adopted  by  the  conservators  to  stop  poaching,  which  is 
just  now  seriously  prevalent  on  the  Fowey. — Bodmin. 

Dee  (Corwen,  N.  Wales). — The  river  has  been’in 
good  order  this  week.  On  Saturday,  the  7th,  Colone 
Newport,  R.A.,  had  one  salmon,  6Jlb.  ; D.  L.  Liddle, 
Esq.,  one,  61b  ; Mr.  Shaw,  of  Bonwm,  three  fish, 
141b.,  131b.,  51b.  Monday,  9th,  Mr.  Southern,  one  6Jlb.  ; | 
Lord  Roberts  had  31b.  of  trout.  Tuesday,  10th,  Mr. 
Shaw,  one  salmon,  61b.,  Lord  Roberts,  21b.  of  grayling; 
Mr.  Liddell,  one  salmon,  6^1b.  Wednesday,  the  river 
discoloured,  Lord  Roberts,  had  4|lb.  of  grayling  and 
trout  : Mr.  Wood,  31b.  Thursday,  12ch,  Lord  Roberts 
had  Gjlb.  of  trout ; Mr.  Sumner,  four  sea-trout,  41b. 
There  is  a fair  amount  of  sea-trout  up,  and  only  want 
fishing  for. — Alwen. 

Derwent  (Ambergate). — The  autumnal  sunshine  of 
the  past  week  has  caused  the  river  sides  to  be 
frequented  by  grayling  fishers.  Not  much  sport,  how- 
ever, has  been  enjoyed ; the  fresh  water  has  probably 
brought  with  it  sufficient  natural  food  to  satisfy  the 
fishes’  hunger,  as  they  have  risen  badly  except  just  for  a 
couple  of  hours  at  noon.  The  Amber  Dun,  Blue 
Whirling  Dnn,  and  Grey  Palmer  have  all  taken  a few 
fish,  and  will  be  the  best  flies  to  use  for  the  next  week. 
There  have  been  a lot  of  small  jack  and  perch  taken 
from  the  canal  with  the  live  minnow. — Amber  Ddn. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks).— The  river  last  week 
was  still  in  bad  condition.  AVe  had  a York  club  fishing 


match  on  the  Kirkham  Abbey  water  last  Thursday,  and  ; 
out  of  fourteen  rods  the  first  prize  was  won  with  a fish 
no  larger  than  a sprat.  We  had  a heavy  rain  last 
Saturday  night.  The  river  is  rising,  and  the  water 
very  thick,  so  we  anticipate  some  good  sport  in  the 
course  of  a week.  Grayling  are  already  on  the  rise. — ■ ; 
H.  S.  Habland.  I 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Water  and  weather  are  all  ! 
that  can  be  wished  for  grayling  fishing,  but  we  have  no  1 
one  on  the  water,  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  this  week. — D.  ' 
AND  W.  H.  Foster. 

Rden  (Carlisle). — The  riveris  now  in  fine  order,  and 
salmon  fishing  is  in  full  swing.  As  was  to  be  expected, 
the  bulk  of  the  first  run  of  fish  pushed  on  to  the  higher  ‘ 
reaches,  and  they  seem  rather  scarce  in  the  lower  waters.  1 
On  the  6th,  Mr.  Duff  killed  one,  181b.,  at  Rickerby  ; i 
Mr.  T.  Bone,  one,  181b.,  at  Cargo  ; and  Mr.  Dasent,  one,.  ; 
at  Crosby.  The  7th,  Mr.  Duff,  one,  181b. ; Mr.  Eustace  : 
Hills,  one,  241b.,  at  Corby;  Mr.  Slater,  two,  9Jlb.  and  'l 
221b.,  at  Crosby  ; and  Mr.  Bayley  a small  one  at  Cargo, 

On  the  9th,  Mr.  Peel  had  one,  81b.,  at  Rickerby;  Mr. 
McCousmy,  one,  201b.  ; and  Mr.  Warwick,  one,  1 lib.,  both-  I 
in  the  Association  water  ; and  Mr.  Andrew  Lang  landed  i 
a small  one  in  the  Corby  water.  Three  were  killed  on  the  j 
11th  in  the  Cargo  water.  The  majority  of  the  fish  have  j 
been  bright  and  new-run,  and  in  every  way  excellent  in 
quality.  1 hear  there  is  some  hitch  with  the  Board  of 
Trade  as  to  the  proposed  fish  pass  at  Armathwaite 
Weir.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Fishery  Board  will  be- 
able  to  carry  through  this  much-needed  pass  before 
another  spawning  season. — Silver  Gret. 

Esk  (Whitby)  . — The  recent  heavy  rains  have  caused  | 
a nice  flood,  and  a fair  quantity  of  salmon  and  salmon- 
trout  have  been  able  to  get  into  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  river.  There  is  still  a very  large  quantity  in  the- 
tidal  river,  and  at  low  tide  the  fish  congregate  in  the 
pools  and  dumps,  where  they  have  fallen  an  easy  prey 
to  the“  arts”  of  several  “ anglers.” — J.  F.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Weather  very  stormy, 
and  fishing  rather  poor.  Mr.  Edwards  and  Mr.  Manaton  i 
scored  a mixed  bag  of  perch  and  roach  on  the  Clist  a 
few  days  since,  and  some  fair  takes  of  a similar  nature  j 
have  been  had  by  the  canal  anglers.  Mr.  Webber  also  | 
secured  a nice  carp  of  51b.  from  the  canal.  Mr.  A.  J.  j 
Roberts,  on  Saturday  last,  took  a small  pike  of  2Jlb., 
and  one  or  two  other  small  specimens  have  been  landed,  j 
but  the  pike  season  proper  is  hardly  in  full  swing  yet. — | 

Red  Palmer.  i 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire). — There  has  j 
been  another  influx  of  North  Country  visitors  to  the  Pen  j 
districts  this  week,  but  the  numbers  are  beginning  to  1 
fall  off,  and  the  sport  is  more  in  the  hands  of  local 
anglers.  The  pike  are  beginning  to  be  an  attraction,  and 
more  attention  is  being  paid  to  trolling.  In  some  places 
some  nice  fish  have  been  landed,  but  as  yet  no  very 
heavy  specimens  have  come  to  hand.  Among  roach  and 
perch  anglers  have  been  doing  pretty  well,  paste  and 
worms  taking  very  well.  One  angler  boasted  of  211b. 
from  the  Forty-foot,  and  another  181b.  About  Podhole 
visiting  anglers  were  getting  decent  bags  of  different 
kinds  of  fish. — Limpet. 

Granta  (Whittlesford). — Water  still  bright  — 
rather  low. — Whitzeb. 

Idle  (North  Notts). — Anglers  are  beginning  to  turn 
their  attention  to  pike  in  the  lower  lengths  of  the  river. 

A pike  of  101b.  has  been  taken  below  Bollam.  Several 
have  rnn  from  51b.  to  81b.,  and  prospects  for  autumn  sport 
in  this  direction  are  well  spoken  about.  Although  not  so 
much  time  is  spent  over  roach  and  dace,  those  engaged 
in  bottom  fishing  speak  well  of  the  way  in  which  the  fish 
are  feeding.  During  the  last  week  or  two  some  grayling 
have  come  to  hand  in  the  waters  below  Retford  and 
down  as  low  as  Bollam.  The  river  is  in  fine  condition 
now,  plenty  of  water,  a good  colour,  and  fish  taking  well 
to  gentles  and  paste. — L. 

Keswick. — Salmon  are  now  running  up  stream,  and 
some  good  sport  is  anticipated.  On  Thursday  Mr.  John 
Stanley  caught  one  weighing  81b. ; Mr.  Myles  Stanley, 
two,  111b.  and  91b. ; and  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Heelis,  one  of 
81b.— G. 

Lea  and  Stort. — I have  had  a long  stroll  this 
(Thursday)  morning.  I have  been  principally  surveying 
the  new  drainage  works.  The  work  of  putting  in  the 
new  flood  gates  near  Page’s  Lock,  Tottenham,  is  pro- 
gressing favourably.  'The  length  above,  including 
Games’s,  Higbam  Hill  Fishery,  is  virtually  finished. 
Next  comes  the  much  neglected  Cook’s  Ferry  length  ; 
here  there  are  now  three  gangs  of  about  thirty  men 
each,  and  it  is  against  human  nature  to  expect  that  they 
don’t  appropriate  everything  fishy  that  comes  in  their 
way.  This  fishery  length  belongs  to  nobody,  but  the  same 
nobody  would  not  have  objected  if  the  Anglers’  Associa- 
tion had  netted  the  pools  and  transferred  the  fish  to  the 
Navigation  Canal,  which  is  only  a few  yards  away. 
Flanders  Weir  will  be  the  next  to  be  dealt  with,  but 
this,  being  a manorial  right  of  fishery  and  property,  will 
be  thoroughly  protected.  The  Navigation  Canal  is  in 
very  good  fishing  condition,  and  I expect  there  will  be 
some  good  sport  on  Sunday  next ; there  will  be  an  open 
competition  at  Harry  Avis’s,  King’s  Arms,  Waltham 
Abbey,  on  the  15th  inst.,  on  the  usual  conditions; 
entrance  6d.  each,  and  good  prizes  given  by  the  host.  On 
the  8th  inst.  some  nice  fish  were  taken  there,  amongst 
them  being  a pike  of  6Jlb.,  and  a handsome  perch  of 
IJlb.  taken  by  Mr.  Phesey.  Two  friends  of  mine  went 
to  St.  Margaret’s  on  Wednesday,  but  the  day  was  so 
utterly  against  fishing  that  their  united  efforts  only 
resulted  in  the  capture  of  an  undersized  jack.  Nothing 
from  any  other  up-river  station,  except  that  the  Stort 
is  improved  by  the  late  rains. — Spliced  Joint. 

Lea  (Broxbourue). — Water  in  very  good  condition 
after  rain.  Some  good  fish  have  been  taken,  and  some 
decent  jack,  largest  71b. — E.  N.  B. 
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Iiea  (Ware). — Wo  have  had  splendid  rains  every  day 
this  week,  and  the  river  is  in  prime  order  now.  There 
has  been  some  good  takes  of  roach,  and  there  ought  to 
■be  some  good  takes  of  fish  hy  the  anglers  next  Sunday 
as  the  river  is  now,  and  I hope  to  report  some  good  takes 
in  your  next  issue. — Thb  Bull  Inn. 

Leicester. — Although  the  rains  which  w'e  have  had 
have  largely  benefited  the  waters,  there  has  been  but  a 
small  increase  of  anglers  at  the  river  side,  and  sport  has 
not  shown  very  conspicuous  improvement.  The  Wreake 
has  perhaps  been  the  beat  attended  spot,  but  only  small 
roach,  perch,  and  pike  have  rewarded  the  efforts  made  in 
that  direction.  At  Market  Harborough  pike-fishing  has 
improved,  many  Leicester  anglers  putting  in  a lot  of 
time  at  the  old  canal.  Among  a fair  take  by  Mr.  J. 
Billson,  of  Leicester,  was  one  finely-fed  fish  weighing  111b., 
and  few  smaller  specimens.  This  is  the  best  fish  landed 
for  some  considerable  time  from  these  waters.  Chub, 
roach,  perch,  and  pike  of  good  size  and  condition  have 
been  taken  this  week  from  the  home  waters.  A brace 
and  a half  of  chub,  one  31b.  8oz.  ; two,  21b.  each, 
and  a brace  of  pike,  fell  to  the  skill  of  Mr.  Hobbs.  Mr. 
Prime  took  141b.  roach,  Mr.  Cox  201b.  and  71b.  of  roach, 
and  Mr.  Cave,  101b. 

Liddle. — The  heavy  rains  of  last  week  flooded  the 
river,  and  it  is  now  inbetter  order.  Mr.  Joseph  Jardine 
caught  a salmon  weighing  181b.  ; Mr.  Beattie  had  a good 
basket  of  sea-trout;  and  Mr.  Conacher  Newlands  had 
some  sea-trout ; Mr.  D.  Ferguson  also  had  a nice  fish  of 
41b.  In  the  lower  reaches  Mr.  Richard  Calvert  landed  a 
fish  weighing  131b.  On  Friday  last  Mr.  John  Ballantine 
caught  a salmon  of  121b.  in  the  Damfoot  pool,  and  Mr. 
Le  Cocq  secured  a salmon  weighing  101b. — Gilnockie. 

JtVLgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  — Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  a fair  level,  and  are 
improved  owing  to  the  late  rain,  which  has  made  the 
grayling  move  more  freely. — Gwynne. 

Lngg',  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland). — No 
alteration  in  state  of  rivers,  which  continue  extremely 
low  and  clear.  Showers  have  visited  us  most  days, 
inducing  more  rods  out,  which,  speaking  generally,  have 
had  very  fair  sport.  August  Dun,  Mid  Blue,  Blue  Gnat, 
Pale  September  Dun,  Female  Willow,  Bed  Tag,  and  Green 
Insects  have  proved  the  best  killing  flies.  Grasshopper 
(sink  and  draw)  doing  very  little.  Prospects  for  coming 
week  fairly  good. — E.  T.  Williams. 

By  Telegeam  (Friday). — Lugg  last  night  rose  ten 
or  twelve  inches  of  very  slightly  coloured  water.  Is 
now  in  perfect  condition,  and  grayling  rising  freely. 

niedway  (Maidstone).— The  welcome  rains  have 
brought  the  water  to  a fine  colour.  Some  good  pike 
were  taken  at  Farleigh  on  the  8th. — one  of  121b.  6oz.,one 
of  81b.,  one  of  61b.,  one  of  41b. — with  live  bait.  Several 
good  fish  have  been  taken  at  Yalding  also.  Roach 
have  fallen  off  the  feed,  very  few  being  taken  during  the 
past  week.  Good  sport  ought  now  to  be  obtained. — Wm. 
Shrubsole. 

Medway  (Tonbridgfe).  — Only  a single  case  of 
success  with  the  roach  during  the  past  week,  and 
that  by  a stranger.  With  the  present  heavy  rains 
the  river  cannot  get  into  good  trim  again  this  week.  A 
bitch  otter  of  18ilb.  was  shot  below  the  town  last 
week. — R.  E.  W. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — A considerable  quantity  of 
rain  has  fallen  since  Saturday  last,  which  in  several 
parts  of  the  river  has  had  the  desired  effect  of  addi  ng 
colour  to  it.  Much  more  rain,  however,  is  wanted  before 
the  water  can  be  said  to  be  in  first-class  order.  Until 
we  are  favoured  with  this  I would  not  advise  intending 
visitors  to  journey  far  to  fish  here.  What  is  really 
needed  is  a sharp  frost  to  kill  the  weeds,  which  are  as 
green  as  ever,  and  a great  drawback  to  successful 
angling,  and  then  a flood  to  wash  them  seawards.  After 
this  I am  confident  grand  sport  would  be  had,  for  the 
river  is  full  of  fish.  I know  of  the  exact  whereabouts  of 
a couple  of  good  pike,  one  of  them  I should  say  well  in 
the  twenties,  and  I hope  shortly  (unless  forestalled)  to 
try  and  tempt  their  appetites  with  a lively  little  dace. 
Sport  generally  during  the  week  has  been  far  from 
good. — B. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — The  water  is  in  better  con- 
dition than  it  has  been  all  the  season,  caused  by  heavy 
rains  during  the  last  week,  and  it  is  good  for  all-round 
fishing.  Jack  ought  to  feed  now.  Some  good  bream 
have  been  taken  near  the  sewer ; also  some  decent 
roach,  with  worms. — H.  Rout. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — The  water  here  is  just  the  right 
colour  now,  thanks  to  the  rain  we  have  had,  and  jack 
may  now  be  expected  to  be  on  the  prowl ; several  having 
been  taken  this  week  spinning. — A.  Scard. 

Plymouth. — The  welcome  rain  has  arrived,  and  the 
rivers  are  getting  in  capital  condition,  and  allowing  the 
peel  and  salmon  to  get  up  to  the  higher  waters  for 
spawning.  Several  dozens  have  been  taken  on  the  Tavy 
and  Tamar,  and  the  Dart  has  also  shown  good  sport ; 
the  favourite  fly  being  the  small  Silver  Doctor,  tied  on 
a No.  6 Limerick  hook.  When  the  water  is  coloured 
the  brass  minnow  is  the  best  lure,  and  we  prefer  those  of 
the  new  pattern,  which  are  oval  shape  ; they  do  not 
spin  so  dead  in  the  water,  but  wobble,  and  look  more 
natural  than  the  round  ones.  I expect  our  closing 
weeks  will  give  us  more  sport  than  all  the  rest  of  the 
season  put  together,  on  account  of  the  dry  weather. — 
William  Heabdbr. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— The  river  is  in  splendid 
Older  for  spinning  or  bottom  fishing,  but  the  heavy  rain- 
falls will  probably  cause  a considerable  rise.  Pike  fish- 
ing has  yielded  excellent  sport,  Mr.  A.  Ellis  in  one 
■day,  fishing  near  Cound,  capturing  eleven  good  fish. 
Grayling  have  been  rising  fairly  well.  Some  excellent 
perch  fishing  has  been  obtained  at  Berrington.  Roach 
fishing  dees  not  appear  to  have  been  very  satisfactory. — 
PiSCATOR. 


Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).  — At  present  the  weather  is  all  that  could 
possibly  bo  desired  for  grayling  fishing,  frosty  nights 
being  succeeded  by  bright  sunshine  throughout  the  day, 
and  consequently  some  capital  sport  is  now  had,  not 
only  with  grayling  but  also  with  pike  and  rough  fish. 
In  the  Severn  above  Shrewsbury,  and  in  the  Vyrnwy 
from  Meifcd  down  to  its  confluence  with  the  Severn  at 
Llandrimo,  pike  are  much  too  plentiful  for  the  well- 
being of  other  kinds  of  fish  ; and  this  was  one  subject 
discussed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Severn  Fishery 
Board,  held  on  Thursday  week  at  Birmingham.  It  was 
agreed  there  that  the  future  meetings  of  the  board  bo 
held  at  Hereford. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).- Some  heavy  rains  have 
fallen  in  this  district  during  the  past  week,  and  there 
is  just  a tinge  of  colour  in  the  water.  Roach  and  perch 
are  beginning  to  feed,  and  should  the  present  weather 
continue  good  sport  may  soon  be  expected. — W. 
Bainbridge. 

Stour  (Sudbury,  Suffolk). — We  have  had  some 
nice  rains  this  last  week,  and  the  recent  frosts  have 
cut  the  weeds  down  a bit.  Fish  are  feeding  better,  but 
no  heavy  catches  have  been  obtained  yet.  Should  the 
rain  continue  for  another  week  prospects  will  certainly 
improve. — G.  W. 

Sussex  Hivers. — The  water  at  Chichester  Canal 
is  somewhat  clouded,  but  bream  fishermen  have  had 
better  sport  than  for  some  time  past.  Several  fish  up  to 
21b.  have  been  taken,  and  from  the  Birdham  Reach  a 
few  pike.  Reaching  on  the  Ouse  has  been  fairly  good 
both  above  Barcombe  and  below  Lewes.  In  a basket  of 
11  Jib.  were  three  fish,  of  lib.  Goz.,llb.  4oz.,  and  11b.  3oz., 
taken  with  worm  and  gentles.  A pike  of  7Jlb.  and  a 
fish  of  5|lb.  was  secured  near  Isfield  on  Saturday. 
Roach  have  fed  well  in  some  parts  of  the  Bother,  and 
baskets  of  from  71b.  to  111b.,  are  notified.  A pike  of  Gib. 
was  taken  near  Midhurst  on  Monday  paternostering  with 
gudgeon,  and  a brace  of  good  perch  from  near  the  mill 
at  Selham.  Roach  and  dace  are  reported  from  the  Adur, 
a brace  of  dace  weighed  24oz.,  and  three  roach  in  a basket 
of  81b.  weighed  over  lib.  each.  A visitor  to  Berwick 
recently  secured  some  good  bream,  some  few  fish  of  over 
31b.  Codling  are  giving  sport  in  the  harbours,  but  tbe 
weather  has  been  too  stormy  for  fishing  on  the  coast. — 
George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Knighton).— In  this  part  there  is  more 
water  going  down  the  river,  and  there  is  a better 
prospect  of  some  sport.  Angling  has  been  quiet.  Since 
the  poachers  were  disturbed  netting  the  river,  they  have 
not  been  seen  on  the  river.  But  little  angling  done  as 
yet.— K.  Knighton. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  is  now  running  low 
and  clear,  but  has  been  improved  by  the  late  heavy 
falls  of  rain.  The  weather  has  been  suitable  for  angling, 
and  the  grayling  have  been  rising  freely.  The  best 
flies  are  the  Red  Tag,  Willow,  Green  Insect,  Whirling 
Blue,  Silver  Twisted  Blue,  and  August  Dun.  Bottom 
fishers  have  had  fair  success  with  the  maggot  and 
worm.  Pike  fishing  has  been  better,  the  fish  being 
more  on  the  feed.  The  best  bait  is  live  minnow.  Below 
Ashford  sport  has  been  fairly  good  with  the  fly.  With 
more  water,  the  prospect  for  grayling  fishing  is  good, 
as  they  do  not  appear  to  have  suffered  like  the  trout 
did  during  the  dry  weather.  TheOny,  Corve,  Clnn,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  low  and  clear. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  part  the  river  has  risen  a 
little  owing  to  the  heavy  falls  of  rain,  but  more  is 
wantei  to  make  an  improvement  in  the  river,  it  having 
got  so  low.  The  fish  have  been  moving  better,  and  have 
risen  well  at  the  fly.  A few  rods  have  been  out  with 
the  fly,  and  a few  nice  grayling  landed  ; but  the  baskets 
have  been  small.  There  is  a prospect  of  some  good 
sport  when  more  water  comes.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  low  and  clear,  no  fishing  done  in  them. 
— Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington).— River  now  getting  in 
capital  order  for  fishing.  On  Monday  six  peal  were 
taken,  and  in  the  evening  we  had  the  heaviest  rain  I have 
seen  for  the  year,  lasting  for  about  one  hour.  Last 
Friday,  Mr.  Bastard,  the  fisherman,  fishing  for  gudgeon, 
took  a Jib.  flounder  with  the  worm.  This  was  about 
one  mile  from  the  tidal  water. — Practical  Angler. 

Trent  (Newark). — Excellent  sport  has  been  experi- 
enced in  all-round  angling  throughout  the  Newark 
district  during  the  past  week.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  J.  T. 
Allcock  securing  thirteen  barbel  and  ten  good  chub  from 
the  Holme  length,  with  worms  ; Mr.  Councillor  Chatter- 
ton  following  this  up  on  Monday  with  eight  barbel  and 
several  chub  from  the  same  water ; and  Mr.  David 
Slater  with  a brace  of  barbel,  thirty  dace,  and  eight 
chub — a capital  mixed  bag.  From  the  Devon,  Mr. 
Swann  bagged  310b.  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub,  and  IClb. 
of  similar  fish  on  Monday.  Several  pike  up  to  51b. 
have  been  secured ; and  Messrs.  R.  Dale  and  W . King 
gaffed  five,  heaviest  about  101b.  The  Trent  is  but  little 
affected  by  the  flying  storms,  and  there  is  still  the 
probability  of  barbel  fishermen  obtaining  sport.  — 
Trent  siDEE. 

Usk  (at  Usk).— The  water  has  been  in  capital  order 
during  the  past  fortnight  for  salmon  angling,  and  a good 
number  have  been  captured.  There  was  a flood  on 
Wednesday,  which  will  do  a considerable  amount  of 
good,  and  salmon  were  observed  moving  up  freely. 
The  water  will  no  doubt  be  in  order  for  the  remainder 
of  the  season. — T. 

Wimbledon  Lake  (Wimbledon).— The  lake  is 
filling  rapidly  and  water  thickening ; good  prospects 
for  roach  and  bream.  On  the  5th  inst. , B.  Arnold,  a 
fish,  8Jlb.,  295in.  (I  have  the  head  of  same  to  show  any 
one).  Oct.  6,  B.  Arnold,  two  fish  of  31b.  each.  Oct.  7, 
Mr.  A.  Eagar,  Wandsworth,  fish  of  51b.  from  punt ; two 
gentlemen,  over  sixty  roach  and  bream;  Mr.  Oliver,  of 


Clapham  .function,  small  jack,  31b.  Oct.  8,  the  Hatcham 
Brothers,  under  the  Central  Association,  fished  a match 
for  prizes,  when  several  members  attended  and  caught 
some  nice  perch,  &c.,  under  the  management  of  tbe 
secretary,  W.  Tarry,  of  New  Cross  ; Mr.  Kidd,  of  Peck- 
ham,  jack,  Clb.  ; Mr.  Cornish,  of  Hammersmith,  jack, 
31b.  ; Mr.  Checsinan,  8,  Stratford-street,  High  Barnet, 
two  jack,  41b.,  one  of  2Jlb.  Oct.  9,  stranger,  one  small 
pike  ; B.  Arnold,  some  tine  roach.  Oct.  10,  two  profes- 
sional gentlemen,  some  nice  roach  and  bream  ; B.  Arnold 
jack,  2Jlb.  Oct.  11,  B.  Arnold,  small  jxek,  31b. — A. 
Newham. 

Witliam,  &c.  (Hid  Lincoln). —Visiting  anglers 
are  now  falling  off  in  the  Lincoln  and  Boston  districts, 
the  chief  reason  being  the  stopping  of  the  cheaper  trips. 
Cheap  tickets  are,  however,  issued  by  ordinary  trains, 
and  these  will  continue  through  the  winter  season,  and 
are  largely  availed  of  by  anglers.  Sport  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Lincoln  seems  to  have  improved  of  late, 
and  in  some  cases  some  nice  pike  have  topped  up  the 
baskets.  Mr.  Daley  caught  five  pike.  Mr.  Toyne  and 
a friend  got  a mixed  bag  of  211b.  Drains  at  and  near 
Boston  have  also  yielded  well  since  the  showery  weather 
set  in.  Nearly  200  took  part  in  a match  at  Burton-lane- 
end  some  days  ago. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — Both  streams 
were  in  good  order  for  fly-fishing  at  the  end  of  last  week, 
but  heavy  rain  falling  on  Saturday  evening  put  a lot  of 
colour  into  the  Derwent,  and  put  a stop  to  fly-fishing. 
Some  decent  baskets  of  grayling  were  taken  on  both 
rivers  before  the  rain  fell,  the  best  sport  being  obtained 
on  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Derwent.  I saw  a pretty 
lot  of  seven  brace  which  had  been  taken  by  two  anglers 
on  the  Eowsley  length  of  the  Darley  water  on  Friday 
last.  They  were  killed  with  the  Whirling  Dun  and 
Needle  Fly,  dressed  by  Allen,  the  Darley  Dale  keeper, 
whose  flies  are  not  to  be  beaten  for  either  of  these 
rivers.  Two  local  anglers,  fishing  in  a private  pond  on 
Friday  last,  landed  three  good  pike,  the  largest  going 
13Jlb.— Dotterel. 

Yare  (Norwich). — Sport  on  this  river  has  been 
fairly  good,  especially  amongst  the  small  pike.  Those 
who  have  tried  trailing  find  it  a very  killing  method  ; 
some  lads  the  other  day  succeeded  in  securing  seven 
jack,  from  about  2Jlb.  to  51b.,  by  this  means.  On 
Sunday  last  some  very  fair-sized  roach  were  caught  at 
Brnndell.  I saw  the  catch  on  Monday,  and  numbers  of 
them  weighed  Jib.  and  upwards.  At  Buckenham  the 
latter  part  of  last  week  some  good  bream  were  taken,  two 
gents  landing  about  2J  stone.  We  have  experienced  some 
nice  rains  during  the  last  few  days,  which  should  improve 
the  waters  all  round,  and  I fancy  we  may  count  upon  a 
continuance  of  the  nice  bright  weather  we  are  now 
favoured  with,  and,  if  so,  sport  is  sure  to  be  good.  On 
the  Bure  some  good  takes  of  small  jack  have  been  had, 
but  I still  think  anglers  ought  to  return  any  under  21b. 
or  2 Jib.  which  are  uninjured.  Bream  and  roach  are 
feeding  well  in  the  upper  reaches. — Robert  Moll. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal. — Oct.  3.  Some  good  sport  for  boats,  two  to  six 
score  whiting  and  some  fine  cod,  and  very  good  sport  on 
the  pier.  Oct.  4.  About  the  same  quantity  of  fish  taken 
as  yesterday  by  boats,  and  some  very  fine  whiting  and 
fine  codling  brought  in.  Mr.  Grist,  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  landed  forty-five  very  large  whiting,  three 
nice  plaice,  &c.  A few  fish  taken  on  the  pier,  and  Mr. 
Church  landed  a 71b.  cod.  Oct.  5.  There  was  first  rate 
sport  on  the  pier  in  the  evening.  Pollack  were  taken 
freely,  and  best  fish  taken  scored  just  under  21b.,  the 
others  averaged  IJlb.  The  boat  fishermen  did  pretty 
well.  Mr.  Grist’s  morning  catch  numbered  sixty-four 
whiting,  codling,  dabs,  plaice,  and  some  pouting.  The 
whiting  were  not  so  plentiful  as  on  the  other  two  days. 
A few  big  cod  were  taken,  the  best  weighing  181b. 
Oct.  6.  Fishing  boats  very  irregular  in  catches,  some 
only  one  score,  while  others  brought  in  from  four  to 
eight  score  whiting  and  a few  codling.  Oct.  7.  Boat 
fishing  very  good ; pier  fishing  excellent  for  cod  and 
pollack.  Mr.  Minchmg  landed  a 71b.  cod  ; Mr.  Grist 
brought  ashore  two  score  of  good  whiting  and  pollack. 
Oct.  8.  Good  takes  were  reported  to-day.  Guests  at  the 
North  Star  made  fine  sport,  and  Mr.  Grist  landed  two 
score  of  codling  and  whiting.  The  pier  fishing  remains 
good.  Oct.  9.  Sport  quiet ; few  boats  out ; three  score 
whiting  the  average ; tides  suit  for  fishing ; several 
members  coming  Saturday  and  Sunday.  Good  sport 
anticipated. — Edward  Hanger,  agent  British  Sea 
Anglers’  Society. 

Penzance  (Corn'wall). — We  have  had  very  un- 
settled weather,  and,  with  the  exception  of  “ whiffing 
for  mackerel  during  intervals,  boat  angling  has  been 
very  much  in  abeyance  during  the  past  week  or  two. 
Some  of  the  fishing  boats  here  have  suffered  severely 
with  the  rough  weather. — H.  S.  Harland. 

Plymouth.. — The  fishing  in  our  neighbourhood  is 
still  very  good;  any  number  of  pollack  taken  daily. 
Grey  mullet  are  plentiful  but  very  uncertain  biters 
Rod  fishermen  are  having  good  sport  from  the  various 
piers,  and  they  also  use  tv\o  and  three  throw  lines,  for 
those  they  can  attend  to  whilst  looking  alter  the  rod. 


BmpoktANT  DiSCOVEkips  op  (lOL!)  are  no  iloubt  of  great  value 
to  society,  especially  at  a lime  like  the  present,  when  the  money 
maikct  is  so  tight  and  poverty  so  distressing.  Still,  however, 
thuro  arc  soinc^  tbiugs  iu  thi-i  wmld  l;ir  niore  pi't^cious  thin  gulQ, 
in  spite  of  the  ininu’nse  iulluence  it  wields  over  mankind.  Health, 
for  instaneo,  cannut  be  pundiased  for  money,  but  it  may  be 
preserved  and  secured  by  the  use  of  Holloway's  Pills.  No  family 
should  be  wiiliout  them,  as  they  are  equally  jjoud  in  their  eifects 
for  either  old  or  young.  No'  complaint  can  ior  long  wiilistaiid 
their  healing  power.  They  drive  out  all  impuiilies  from  Uie 
blood,  strengthen  the  digestive  organs,  and  cleanse  the  stomach. 
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SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk. — This  river  continues  in  fair  condition, 
but,  although  salmon  are  plentiful,  no  large  takes  have 
been  made.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  J.  Murray  had  a fine  fish 
weighing  201b.  in  the  Langholm  water.  Mr.  Thomas 
Jamieson,  Westerhall,  had  excellent  sport  in  the  upper 
reaches,  killing  two  fish  weighing  in  all  about  301b.  On 
Satrrrday  Mr.  C.  Byers  caught  a nice  salmon  at  Black- 
stone.  Mr.  Samuel  M‘Kune  had  good  sport  in  the 
Willow  Pool,  and  landed  two  fish,  of  91b.  and  12!b.  Mr. 
R.  Calvert  landed  a salmon  of  101b.  from  Jock’s  pool. 
On  Friday,  Mr.  John  Graham  had  a salmon  of  121b.,  and 
on  Saturday  one  of  21Jlb.  Mr.  Charles  Carthew-Yors- 
tonn  had  a salmon  in  the  mid  reaches  on  Friday,  and 
Ma.ior  Carthew  - Yorstoun  also  killed  two  salmon. 
Fishing  in  the  Double  Water  on  Friday,  Mr.  Swain, 
Bolton,  had  a nice  fish  weighing  lOlb.,  and  at  another 
fishing  one  of  91b.  ; Mr.  W.  Riddell  caught  a fish  of  141b. 
in  Jock’s  Pool,  and  Mr.  R.  Baxter  one,  161b.,  in  the 
Hush  Pool ; Mr.  J.  Rae  had  a beauty  in  the  Langholm 
water  weighing  201b.  In  the  lower  waters  below 
Longtown  good  sport  has  been  obtained  by  several 
anglers.  Mr.  Borthwick  secured  a salmon  weighing 
20lb.  ; Mr.  Lamb,  Longtown,  caught  three,  weighing 
respectively  181b.,  121b.,  and  61b.;  Mr.  J.  Graham 
landed  a 201b.  salmon,  and  Blr.  D.  M’Lachlan  three 
(best  fish  25lb.)  ; and  Mr.  Reid,  was  successful  in  landing 
a grand  fish  weighing  301b. — Gilnoceie. 

Carron,  Easter  Ross  (Arclgay,  N B ). — The 
season,  which  has  been  a very  poor  one,  is  about  closing. 
On  Monday,  this  week,  the  river  was  in  full  flood,  and 
is  still  (Wednesday)  in  bad  order.  The  only  fish  caught 
last  week  was  a 71b.  salmon  caught  on  Balnagown  Arms 
Hotel  water  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  T.  Coupland,  Cresswell- 
gardens,  Kensington. — McB. 

Dee,  Don  (Aberdeenshire).— Another  flood  has 
come  very  opportunely  just  as  the  back-end  fishing 
was  beginning  to  fag.  The  Dee  was  in  high  spate  on 
Monday,  but  settled  down  as  the  week  wore  on,  and  now 
the  bright  flashes  of  sport  so  common  a fortnight  ago  are 
again  being  enjoyed.  On  the  Ballater  sections  autumn 
fish  are  being  freel.v  met  with,  and  some  capital  sport 
is  being  enjoyed  by  Mr.  McGregor’s  guests  on  the  Inver- 
cauld  section  and  Her  Majesty’s  guests  on  the  Balmoral 
and  Birkhall  waters.  <ln  the  Forest  of  Glen-Tana  waters. 
Sir  William  C.  Brooks  and  friends  are  having  several 
fish  daily.  On  Monday,  Mrs.  Pickering,  of  Kincardine, 
landed  two  beauties,  scaling  111b.  and  221b.  respectively, 
on  this  section.  On  the  Aboyne  wafers  a capital  autumn 
is  being  enjoyed.  On  the  Hotel  waters,  Mr.  Harrison 
and  Mr.  Dugdale  had  each  a salmon  of  IS^lb.  on 
Thursday,  while  Mr.  Harrison  had  one  of  221b., 
and  Mr.  Dugdale  one  of  171b.  on  Saturday.  On 
the  Huntly  Lodge  water  and  Aboyne  Castle  sections 
a few  fish  have  been  grassed,  while  Captain  Farquhar, 
R.N.,  Admiral  Farquhar,  and  others,  have  had  fairly  good 
sport,  on  occasional  days,  on  the  Upper  Dess  waters. 
On  this  and  the  Lower  Dess  section,  Captain  Davidson 
creeled  one  of  71b.:  Mr.  Walker  Davidson,  one  of  71b.  ; 
Mr.  Duffns,  one  of  241b.  and  one  of  71b.  ; and  Captain 
E.  P.  Brooke,  one  of  181b.  Captain  Brooke  had  also  two 
fine  fish  on  the  Knappock  water,  scaling  201b.  and  241b. 
On  the  Norton  water,  Mr.  Lamond  landed  two,  of  191b. 
and  171b.,  one  of  151b.,  one  of  161b.,  and  one  of  Ih^lb. 
during  last  few  days ; while  Niooll,  keeper,  creeled  two, 
of  16ilb.  and  5Jlb.  on  the  same  section.  On  the  Carlogie 
water  Mr.  Cox  had  one  of  161b.  and  another  of  181b.,  on 
Saturday ; while  Mr.  Campbell  creeled  one  of  71b.  on 
the  same  water.  On  the  Borrowstone  section,  Mrs. 
Pickering  landed  two,  scaling  211b.  and  171b.,  and 
one  201b.  ; while  Captain  A.  M.  Farquhar,  R.N., 
had  one  25^1b.,  and  two,  20-|lb.  and  201b.  On  the 
Upper  Ballogie  section,  Mr.  J.  Dyce  Nicol  creeled 
a beauty  of  20lb.  On  the  Commonty,  Mr.  J.  F. 
Schyfann  landed  two,  of  211b.  and  ISlb.,  one  of  6!b.,  and 
one  of  1511).  ; while  Mr.  Williams  had  one  of  Ihglb.  on  the 
Sluice  water.  On  the  Woodend  section,  Mr.  Win.  Far- 
nell  Watson  killed  twelve  fish  to  his  own  rod,  between 
Monday  and  Friday  last,  scaling  from  71b.  to  over 
201b.  apiece  ; while  Mr.  J.  T.  Farley  had  similar 
successes  on  the  Cairnton  waters.  On  the  Blackhall 
Castle  water,  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay  landed  two,  of  191b. 
each;  three,  of  171b.,  201b.,  and  211b.;  three,  of 
161b,,  181b.,  and  201b.  ; three,  from  161b.  to  191b. ; two, 
of  101b.  and  2Slb. ; and  one  of  201b.,  for  the  week.  On 
the  Drum  waters,  Mr.  Irvine  creeled,  lately,  one  of 
281b.,  four,  of  161b.,  71b.,  161b.,  and  17.Ub.,  and  one  of 
161b.  ; while  Mr.  Bond  had  two,  of  161b.  and  191b.,  and  one 
of  161b. ; Mr.  Duff,  one  of  161b.,  and  three,  161b.,  18ilb. , 
and  191b.  ; and  Mr.  Toynbee,  one  of  7ilb.,  and  two,  of  81b. 
and  161b.  On  the  Don,  splendid  .sport  is  being  enjoyed 
on  the  Grandholm  and  Nether  Don  reaches  by  Messrs. 
Leith,  Laing,  Gileb,  A.  Murray,  and  other  ticket  holders, 
several  fish  being  got  by  each  almost  daily.  On  Kin- 
nelar  Lodge  waters,  Mrs.  Captain  Stewart  lauded  a 
beautiful  fish  of  271b,  Good  finnock  and  sea-trout 
fishing  is  also  being  had  both  on  the  tidal  reaches  of  the 
Don  and  the  Dee. — Deesideb. 

Deveron  (BanffsKire). — The  water  in  the  Deveron 
was  not  so  favourable  for  fishing  during  the  past  week, 
and  anglers  were  less  numerous,  the  gun  in  a great 
measure  taking  up  their  attention.  Only  a few  salmon 
were  killed  on  the  Forglen  water,  and  on  the  Netherdale 
section  Capt.  K.  Maitland,  Capt.  R.  W.  Colquhon,  and 
the  keeper  had  several  fish  ; the  heaviest  grilse  weighed 
SJ-lb.  On  the  Carnoustie  section  Mr.  J.  Charlesworth, 
Mr.  T.  Eyton,  and  Mr.  Duncan,  the  keeper,  had  ten  fish. 
They  ranged  in  weight  from  3Ub.  to  19.jlb.  Fair  sport 
was  got  on  theMuire.=k,Mountblair,  and  Danlugas  waters. 
Few  fish  were  killed  on  the  Huntly  and  npperwaters. 

Dunbeatli  (Dunbeatli). — Sea-trout  still  give  good 
sport.  Mr.  Archibald  Little,  Melton,  had  two  sea-trout 


and  quite  a number  of  brown  ; Mr.  F.  Brocklehurst  had 
five  sea-trout,  the  heaviest  of  which  was  IJlb.,  and  some 
brown  trout,  the  total  weight  being  71b.  On  Friday  he 
had  a nice  salmon  of  81b.,  one  of  the  few  caught  on  this 
water  this  season. — A.  Polson. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).— On  Sunday  last  rain  fell 
in  torrents,  and  on  Monday  the  river  was  again  in  high 
flood.  Fish  are  still  going  up  stream,  but  as  spawning 
is  usually  early  here  the  danger  is  that  they  take  up 
their  positions  and  begin  spawning  far  above  the  normal 
height  of  river  or  burn  in  which  they  were  wont  to 
resort  to,  and  then  when  the  water  recedes  they  are 
left  high  and  dry  to  perish. — S.  C. 

Eochmaddy  (North  Uist).— The  following  are  a 
few  of  the  best  baskets  during  last  week  : Mr.  Mac- 
millan, fishing  on  Aravichruari,  had  five  fish,  weighing 
151b.  ; Mr.  Robertson,  on  Horisary,  five,  16jlb.  ; Mr. 
Fraser,  on  Horisary,  four,  13|lb.  ; Mr.  Robertson,  on 
Horisary,  three,  61b.,  and,  on  Aulasary,  seven,  2Jlb., 
all  sea-trout ; also,  on  Strumore,  a mixed  basket  of  71b. 
—John  M.  Feasbb. 

Loch  of  Steiiness  (Orkney). — Mr.  Stuart,  Porto- 
bello,  at  the  Masons’  Arms  Hotel,  Stromness,  fished  the 
Loch  of  Stenness  last  week.  On  Blonday,  Oct.  2,  nine 
trout,  101b.  ; on  Tuesday,  eleven  trout,  121b.  ; on  Wed- 
nesday, ten  trout,  141b.  ; on  Thursday,  nine  trout,  151b. ; 
on  Friday,  eight  trout,  101b.  The  fishing  is  practically 
over  for  this  season.  I may  give  you  a few  of  the  best 
baskets  taken  on  Stenness  from  the  Masons’  Arms  Hotel  : 
Eleven  trout,  281b. ; thirteen  trout,  281b.  ; thirteen 
trout,  191b.  ; fourteen  trout,  191b. ; twelve  trout,  181b.  ; 
seven  trout,  171b,  ; nine  trout,  161b,  ; eleven  trout, 
15|lb,  : eleven  trout,  151b.  ; seven  trout,  151b.  ; nine 
trout,  151b. ; eight  trout,  141b.  ; ten  trout,  1411). ; seven 
trout,  131b.  : eleven  trout,  121b.  ; eight  trout,  121b. — 
John  Maceat. 

Loch  Tarff  (Port  Augustus). — On  Saturday  last 
Messrs.  T.  and  J.  M.  Aitchison  and  P.  MeCullie  had  an 
excellent  day’s  char  fishing,  landing  fifteen  and  a half 
dozen  and  a few  trout.  This  is  the  best  one  day’s 
catch  on  record.  They  fished  for  five  hours,  but  they 
were  (with  the  exception  of  three  dozen)  landed  between 
four  and  six  o’clock  in  the  evening.  The  char  got  on 
Loch  Tarff  are  of  a small  size,  the  largest  being  only 
about  the  size  of  a small  herring.  Liberty  to  angle  on 
the  loch  must  )>e  obtained  from  Mr.  Elton’s  shooting 
tenant,  of  Glendoe,  who  is  always  very  willing  to  grant  it. 
On  Monday  another  party  fished  the  loch,  but  with  poor 
success,  and  it  is  supposed  that  the  heavy  rainfall  on 
Sunday  put  the  char  back  into  deep  water. — Hison. 

Panmure  Arms  Hotel  (Edzell).— Wednesday, 
Oct.  4,  Mr.  Seddon  killed  a newly-run  fish  of  161b. 
On  Thursday,  Mr.  Jameson,  Edinburgh,  had  one  same 
size  of  161b.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Jameson,  Edinburgh, 
another  of  71b.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Hugh  Noel  had  a 
capital  fish  of  17|lb.  Since  spate  on  Sunday  last  a 
good  number  of  fish  are  in  the  river  (North  Esk),  and  as 
the  water  is  settling,  some  good  sport  on  the  hotel  water 
may  be  expected,  as  the  fish  running  are  large.  All 
fishing  for  guests  free.  Gentlemen  should  bring  with 
them  a good  stock  of  live  minnows  and  gudgeon. — 
W.  L 

Rhiconicli  Hotel. — Below  are  a few  of  the  baskets 
taken  since  last  reported,  weather  has  been  so  very  in- 
different for  fishing: — Mr.  Gilmour,  one  salmon,  101b., 
one  sea-trout,  Ijlb.  ; Mr.  Hardie,  ten  sea-trout,  111b.  ; 
Sept.  5,  Rev.  Mr.  Olive,  four  sea-trout,  51b.  ; 6th,  Rev. 
Mr.  Olive,  one  grilse,  3Vlb.  ; 7th,  Rev.  Mr.  Hermon,  two 
grilse,  5Jlb.  and  51b.  ; 9th,  Rev.  Mr.  Olive,  one  salmon, 
61b.,  one  sea-trout,  21b.  Calm  and  bright  — J.  S. 

Scourie  Hotel  Waters. — Sport  is  keeping  up  very 
well.  Pishing  Duart  More,  Mr.  Bilbrough  killed  four 
sea-trout;  Mr.  Hardie  caught  sixteen  on  Duart  More, 
and  on  Boddinnamoult  the  same  angler  had  two.  Mr. 
Bilbrough  tried  Duart  More  and  landed  seven  sea-trout, 
weighing  9Jlb.  ; Mr.  Hardie  caught  four  ; and  on  Oct.  5 
and  6 the  same  angler  killed  six  sea-trout,  weighing  81b. 
— J.  Y. 

South,  of  Scotland. — The  Nith  has  been  in  capilal 
ply  this  week  for  fly.  In  the  middle  reaches,  Mr. 
Feruson,  Auldgirth,  killed  a salmon  in  the  Thornhill 
water,  weighing  221b.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Kerr  had  one 
of  181b.  Very  few  salmon  have  been  noticed  in  the 
pools  of  the  higher  waters. — Annan. — A numbsr  of 
salmon  have  fallen  to  the  rods  on  this  river.  On 
Saturday,  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Hicks  killed  a new-run 
salmon  of  1.51b. ; Mr.  A.  Nicholson  landed  one  salmon 
on  Thursday  in  Violet  Bank  stream ; Mr.  W. 
Wallas,  one  in  the  Blackpool ; and  Mr.  James 
Baxter,  one  sea-trout  and  five  herding.  On  Tuesday 
Mr.  John  Ball-Irving  landed  his  first  salmon  of  the 
season.  In  Hoddom  Castle  water,  Mr.  Whitten,  Mana- 
rie,  killed  his  second  fish  of  the  season,  a salmon  of  151b. 
with  Golden  Pheasant  fly.  In  Sir  Robert  Jardine's 
portion  at  Castlemilk,  Mr.  Halliday  Copewood  landed 
a fine  salmon  of  201b.  in  the  Ivy  pool,  with  Brown 
Turkey  fly  ; and  in  the  same  water,  on  Monday,  Mr. 
James  Graham  killed  one  of  151b.  On  Wednesday  Mr. 
John  Iveson  had  a fine  basket  of  nine  herling,  killed  with 
the  golden  spoon  bait,  in  the  Brewery  water.  Mr.  James 
Baxter  killed  a fine  sea-trout  of  21b.,  and  one  herling. 
Galloway  Rivers.— The  Fleet  and  Kirkcudbright- 
shire Dee  are  in  better  order.  In  the  private  waters  of 
the  Dee  a salmon  or  two  have  been  killed  with  fly.  The 
big  run  of  autumn  salmon  has  not  come  on  yet.  I hear 
that  a fish  has  been  killed  in  the  Urr  this  week. — Ayr- 
shire Rivers. — One  or  two  salmon  have  been  landed  on 
the  Ayrshire  rivers,  but  generally  angling  has  been  at 
a discount.  The  rivers  are  all  in  fair  order.  One  salmon 
was  killed  in  the  Girvan,  and  one  in  the  middle  reaches 
of  the  Ayr. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  . — On  the  middle  and  lower  sections  good  sport  is  ] 
being  enjoyed  for  the  first  time  this  season.  On  the  Ballin- 


dalloch  water.  Sir  George  Macpherson  Grant’s  fisherman 
killed  a grilse  of  51b.  and  several  large  salmon  ; and  on 
the  Pitcroy  water,  Mr.  W.  Green  killed  one  of  14JIb.  ; 
Mr.  C.  M.  P.  Burn,  two,  of  181b.  and  14|^lb. ; and  Mr. 
Daun,  gamekeeper,  one  of  181b.  ; Mrs.  Burn,  one  of 
211b.  ; and  Mr.  Burn,  one  of  121b.  From  the  Wester 
Elchies  water,  on  Friday,  Rev.  Mr.  Ross  landed  two,  of 
161b.  and  101b  ; and  on  Saturday,  Sir  Archibald  Smith, 
two,  of  221b.  and  51b.  ; and  from  the  Aberlour  House 
water,  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  J.  Mackenzie,  fisherman,  ohe 
of  151b.  On  his  water  at  Craigellaohie,  on  Thursday, 
Major  Grant,  Glengrant,  killed  a salmon  of  161b.  ; and 
on  the  Glengrant  water,  near  Rothes,  on  Tuesday,  Mr. 
Skinner,  Drumin,  had  one  of  181b.  Colonel  Vivian  has 
been  enjoying  good  sport  on  the  Delfur  water,  having 
landed,  for  instance,  on  Thursday,  five  fish,  and  on 
Friday  three,  all  of  good  weights.  On  the  Aikenway 
water  capital  sport  is  also  being  got.  On  Wednesday, 
Mr.  Stewart-Menzies,  of  Culdares,  had  one  of  221b. ; on 
Thursday,  one  of  161b.,  and  Mrs.  Stewart-Menzies,  one 
of  14ilb.  ; on  Friday,  the  same  lady,  two,  of  191b.  and 
181b.  ; and  on  Saturday,  three,  of  201b.,  151b.,  and  81b.  ; 
on  Blonday,  Mr.  Menzies,  two,  of  261b.  and  161b.  ; and 
on  Tuesday,  one  of  71b.  ; and  the  Earl  of  Chesterfield, 
one  of  261b.  Rain  fell  so  heavily  on  Sunday  that  on 
Monday  the  fly  was  practically  useless,  the  bait  (chiefly 
the  artificial  minnow)  having  to  be  resorted  to.  To- 
day the  fishing  closes  for  the  season. — J.  M. 

Tay  (Berth)  . — The  river  is  in  goad  ply,  and  fair  sport 
is  being  got  on  the  upper  and  middle  reaches.  On  Bal- 
lathie  water,  on  Thursday,  Col.  Richardson  killed  three 
fish  on  Stobhole;  Sir  J.  E.  Millais  killed  three,  one  301b.  ; 
and  Mr.  Foreman,  one,  on  Burnmouth.  On  the  Stobhall 
water,  on  Friday,  Hon.  Lewis  Seeville  and  Lord  Brook 
had  four,  281b.,  181b.,  171b.,  and  161b.  On  Ballathie  Mr. 
Bidder  killed  three,  201b.,  181b.,  and  171b.;  Mr.  Fore- 
man, one,  on  Stobhall ; and  Sir  J.  E.  Millais,  four  ; Mr. 
W.  L.  Watson,  four;  Mr.  Laird,  five;  and  Lord 
Blytheswood,  seventeen,  largest  281b.  On  Satu'day  Mr. 
Bidder  killed  two,  on  Stobhall  water,  201b.  and  191b.  ; on 
Taymount,  Gen.  Fielding  killed  eleven  and  Mr.  Murray 
two.  On  Monday  Sir  J.  E.  Millais  killed  two,  251b.  and 
201b. ; Mr.  Foreman,  one ; and  Mr.  Poison,  two,  on  Stanley 
water.  On  Stobhall  water,  or  Tuesday,  Mr.  B.  Malloch 
killed  one  of  201b.  On  Tuesday,  Lord  Rosslyn  killed 
eleven  fish  on  Cargill,  largest  331b. ; Mr.  Barry,  three, 
221b.,  191b.,  161b.  On  Redgotton  water,  on  Wednesday, 
B.  Malloch  killed  six,  largest  221b. — Free  Water. — 
Mr.  M'Leod  killed  two  grilse  ; Mr.  Cosgrove,  a fish  and 
a grilse  ; Mr,  Hunter,  one  fish  and  a grilse;  Mr.  Pierin, 
one  grilse  ; Mr.  Spiers,  two  fish  ; Mr.  Muirheai,  one  ; 
Mr.  Brady,  one  ; and  Mr.  Pitcaithly,  one,  451b.  ; Mr. 
D.  Malloch,  one  ; and  another  gentleman,  a fish  and  a 
grilse. — Earn. — On  the  Dupplin  Castle  water,  Mr. 
Willyams  and  party  killed  forty-three  fish  and  grilse 
last  week. 

Tweed.. — The  conditions  of  water  and  weather  during 
the  past  week  have  not  been  such  as  were  conducive 
to  good  sport  to  the  salmon  angler  ; still,  the  takes  got 
have  been  fairly  good,  and  up  to  Wednesday  night  the 
various  waters  have  all  been  productive  of  a few  fish.  A 
good  many  fish  have  lately  been  showing  themselves  in 
various  parts  of  the  river,  but  the  late  “run”  seems 
to  have  been  more  of  sea-trout  than  of  salmon. 
Trout  fishers  enjoyed  a few  days’  good  sport  during  the 
time  the  rivers  were  discoloured,  and  some  splendid 
baskets  were  made.  Amongst  the  salmon  takes  during 
the  week  were  the  following  : — Mr.  Page,  one  grilse, 
61b.  ; Mr.  Oswald  had  a 141b.  salmon;  Captain Biidges, 
one  of  161b.,  and  Colonel  Morton  a 91b.  grilse  ; the  Hon. 
Miss  Guest,  two  grilse,  91b.,  and  Lord  ’VVimborne  had  a 
141b.  salmon;  the  Hon.  H.  Guest,  two  salmon,  161b. 
and  201b.  ; the  Hon.  H.  R.  Scott,  a grilse  of  61b. ; Lord 
Dunlas,  two  salmon,  91b.  and  16. b.,  and  a grilse,  81b.  ; 
Lord  Gilford,  a grilse,  51b. ; Rev.  A.  F.  Birch,  a 
salmon,  171b.  ; Colonel  Biven,  one  salmon,  14jlb.,  and 
one  grilse;  two  salmon,  of  151b.  and  161b.,  and  two 
grilse.  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux,  six  salmon,  from 
161b.  to  221b. ; Mr.  Platt,  a grilse  of  51b. : Master  C. 
Platt,  a salmon,  13Jlb. : Mr.  Bedwell,  a grilse  of  71b. ; 
Mr.  Fred  Platt,  a salmon  of  171b.  Weather  very  settled 
and  tine  ; wind  south-west,  with  chill,  frosty  nights 
and  mornings. — Maxwheel. 

Ythan  (Aberdeenshire). — A heavy  run  of  salmon 
came  away  both  with  the  recent  and  the  former  floods, 
and  the  pools  on  Ellon  Castle  water  and  Lord  Aberdeen's 
section  are  affording  grand  sport  to  the  numerous 
anglers  who  are  on  these  waters  daily. — G.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone).— On  Tuesday  a 
few  trout  were  killed  on  the  minnow  spinning  over  the 
fords. 

Lough  Arrow  (co.  Sligo). — The  season  has  now 
closed.  In  the  past  fortnight  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Nunn  and  Mr.  Robert  Nunn,  Surrey,  bagged  eighty-five 
trout,  pike,  and  perch. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 

Sport  has  improved.  The  baskets  of  white  trout  recorded 
during  the  week  ran  from  six  to  a dozen,  while  the 
brown  trout  records  averaged  seven  fish  daily  for  each 
rod.  The  weather  is  now  very  fine,  with  frost  nightly. 
The  season  closes  on  the  15th  inst. — Tiios.  J.  Dennehy. 

Lough  Neagh. — The  nets  have  taken  a few  salmon 
off'  the  Derry  and  Antrim  coasts  while  running  towards 
the  river.  The  pollan  fishing  is  very  poor. 

Mourne  and  Strull  iNewtonstewart,  co. 
Tyrone). — The  season  closed  on  the  10th  inst.  Some 
excellent  sport  has  recently  been  had  by  the  following  : 
Mr.  Witherow',  John  McGin,  Capt.*  Inver,  Mr.  A. 
Anderson,  Rev.  Mr.  Wick,  John  Sweeney,  Rev.  Mr. 
Burron,  Dr.  Donaldson,  Capt.  Henniker,  Mr.  Vyse, 
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Major  MoNauf'btoii,  Cajit.  Cliichestor,  Major  Laurenoo, 
Tom  Fullerton,  aiul  Mr.  .tack  llumphroy. 

jiosses  (Donegal). — The  hundred  lakes  and  rivers 
of  the  Rosses  are  all  high  and  out  of  order  for  fishing. 
Plenty  of  sea-trout  have  run  in  the  floods,  and  good 
sport  is  assured  till  tlie  close  of  the  season. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).  — Sport 
has  heen  only  middling  this  week,  but  the  sudden  and 
unexpected  fall  in  the  water  explains  the  whole  thing. 
Had  the  river  kept  up  to  its  standard  of  last  week,  and 
the  north  wind  not  looked  us  up  at  the  wrong  time,  the 
fishing  would  have  been  something  fine.  Well,  there 
are  about  twenty  days  of  the  angling  season  left  to  us 
yet,  and  who  knows  but  a good  many  of  the  big  salmon 
will  afford  our  English  angling  visitors  some  rattling 
good  sport  towards  the  back  end  of  present  month. 
It  is  not  for  want  of  fish,  and  big  fish  too,  that  big  snores 
have  not  been  made  this  week.  When  several  rods  on 
the  river  have  hooked  and  lost  as  many  as  eight  or  nine 
fish  in  one  day,  all  we  can  say  is  that  luck  was  decidedly 
against  them.  Oct.  4,  John  Lyons  and  R.  Johnson,  one 
salmon,  281b.,  and  one  grilse,  Gib.  ; 5th,  two  grilse,  811). 
and  71b.  ; Dr.  E.  H.  Dickenson  (Liverpool),  on  Mr. 
W.  Young’s  preserves,  one  salmon.  171b.  ; Mr.  W.  M. 
Gordon,  three  grilse,  71b.,  71b.,  and  61b.  ; 6th,  Dr.  Dicken- 
son, one  salmon,  111b.,  and  one  grilse,  61b.  ; Mr.  J.  Stone, 
Liverpool,  one  grilse;  J.  Lyons  and  R.  Johnson,  one 
salmon,  181b.,  and  one  grilse,  71b.;  Mr.  Gordon,  one 
grilse,  51b.  ; T.  Grimes,  on  the  tree  water,  two  grilse, 
71b.  and  61b. ; 9th,  Mr.  J.  Stone,  before  luncheon,  one 
salmon.  111b.,  and  one  grilse,  71b.  ; Mr.  Gordon,  two 
grilse,  71b.  and  01b.;  he  also  met  eight  other  fish,  and 
broke  the  hook,  or  rather  the  hook  gave,  in  another  huge 
salmon;  10th,  Dr.  Dickenson,  one  salmon,  221b.  ; Mr.  J. 
Stone, two  grilse,  81b.  and  41b.  ; J.  Lyons,  and  R.  Johnson, 
two  salmon,  201b.  each.  A pike  of  331b.  has  been  killed 
on  the  lake  hard  by  Anguish  Point. — S.  J.  Huelet. 


THE  AMBERLEY  COMPETITION. 

The  competition  organised  by  Mr.  Eldridge  (of  Pul- 
borough  and  Amberley  excursion  fame)  on  the  8th  inst. 
was  a more  than  ordinary  success.  The  weather  was 
delightful — the  sun  shining  brilliantly  ; and  both  anglers 
and  non-anglers,  including  their  wives  and  farnilies, 
revelled  in  the  beauties  of  Sussex  to  their  hearts’  con- 
tent. The  recent  rains  had  “ coloured  ” the  water,  so 
much  so  that  it  was  anticipated  larger  takes  would  he 
registered  by  some  of  the  more  skilled  artists  who  make 
Pulborough  and  Amberley  their  rendezvous  one  day  in 
every  week.  There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  Arun 
and  Rother  hold  some  remarkably  fine  specimens  of  fish. 
It  held  considerably  less  after  “ time  ” had  been  called, 
and  “ General  ” Eldridge’s  army  were  wending  their 
w^  to  the  scales. 

Something  like  twenty-five  roach  over  one  pound  in 
weight  were  captured — (one  of  21b.  2oz.,  one  of  21b.,  one 
of  11b.  15|oz.,  &c.),  besides  several  good  perch,  bream, 
and  dace.  225  competitors  entered,  and  54  weighed-in. 
The  remarkable  part  of  the  proceedings  is  that  only 
1041b.  8joz.  of  fish  was  registered — the  highest  score 
being  Mr.  J.  Smith  (Bermondsey  Brothers),  71b.  5jOZ. 
It  is  curious  to  notice  that  the  first  four  prizes  were 
taken  by  the  Bermondsey  Brothers  and  the  Second 
Surrey  Anglers  (two  going  to  each  club).  Messrs. 
Vanhegan  and  G.  Watling  presided  at  the  scales,  ably 
assisted  by  Messrs.  H.  Smith  and  G.  Patterson.  Mr. 
Eldridge  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  admirable 
manner  in  which  the  whole  proceedings  were  carried 
out,  and  the  London  angler  will  do  well  to  avail  himself 
of  the  three  remaining  excursions  (early  morning  excur- 
sions) which  afford  ten  hours’  amusement  and  recreation, 
and,  what  is  more,  an  opportunity  of  procuring  what  is 
so  dear  to  his  heart — work  for  the  fish  preserver  ! 

Appended  is  an  authentic  description  of  the  takes, 
winners’  names,  and  prizes  : 

1.  J.  Smith  (Bermondsey  Brothers),  71b.  5|oz.,  ^£1  lOs. 

2.  W.  Wink  (Second  Surrey),  61b.  8oz.,  ^81. 

3.  J.  T.  Wright  (Second  Surrey),  61b.  5oz.,  15s. 

4.  J.  Warman  (Bermondsey  Brothers),  61b.  2jrz.,  12s. 

5.  P.  Large  (Great  Northern),  51b.  8oz.,  10s.  6d.,  and 

5s.  for  specimen  roach  (21b.). 

6.  J.  Lambert  (Amicable  Waltonians),  51b.  3|oz., 

lOs.  6d. 

7.  W.  Hake  (Amicable  Waltonians), 41b.  7jOZ.,  10s.  6d. 

8.  W.  North  (Seymour),  41b.  IJoz.,  10s.  6d. 

9.  J.  Osborne  (Great  Northern),  31b.  13ioz.,  7a. 

10.  J.  Carr  (Phoenix),  31b.  lloz.,  7s. 

11.  J.  Wigley  (Rodney),  31b.  9jOZ.,  7a. 

12.  C.  Burnett  (Eagle),  31b.  9oz.,  7s. 

13.  H.  Foster  (Amicable  Brothers),  31b.  6oz.,  7s. 

14.  G.  Rogers  (Great  Northern),  31b.  4jOZ.,  7s. 

15.  J.  Allen  (Canning  Town),  31b.  2|oz.,  7s. 

16.  T.  Newman  (unattached),  31b.  IJoz.,  7s.,  and  5s. 

for  specimen  bream  (31b.  l^oz.). 

17.  G.  Franklin  (Crown  and  Buckland),  31b.  Ojoz.,  7s. 

18.  W.  Spence  (Seymour),  21b.  15oz.,  7s. 

19.  J.  Petrie  (Seymour),  21b.  13foz.,  5s. 

20.  W.  Bray  (Bloomsbury  Brothers),  21b.  13Joz.,  5s., 

and  8s.  for  specimen  dace  (O^oz.). 

21.  W.  Tavener  (Eustonians),  21b.  lljoz.,  5s. 

22.  C.  Walter  (Crown  and  Buckland),  21b.  lOoz.,  5s. 

23.  C.  Fletcher  (unattached),  21b.  OJoz.,  5s. 

24.  G.  Watkins  (unattached),  21b.  5|oz.,  5s. 

25.  “ Rachael”  (Funny  Folks),  21b.  4jOZ.,  5s. 

26.  C.  Holmes  (Seymour),  21b.  3oz.,  2s.  6d. 


Latest  Intelligence. — “ Water  is  more  plentiful  ” 
(long  may  it  rain).  “Coal  is  going  up”  (this  affects 
poor  people  more  than  the  liciut  ton).  “ Mackerel  are 
cheap  ” (not  “ sheep  ’). 


3R,£patts  from  Clufts 


JVe  b€g  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  ns  not  later  than  TlimS” 
day  Bloi’niiig'.  Thursday  night’s  clubs  or  meetings  by 
fi.vst  post  on  Friday  morning.  A ddress  “ Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dwnstan's  House,  Fetter-lvne,  London,’ 
marked  “Club  Report  ” outside  envelope. 


Anglers’  Association. —The  monthly  delegate 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  Oct.  16, 
at  8.30.— R Ghurnbt. 

Anglers’  Association. — General  Preservation 
Fund. — Secretaries  will  oblige  by  sending  in  their 
subscriptions  as  early  as  possible,  as  I shall  publish  a 
full  list  next  week  of  all  amounts  received  up  to  Wed- 
nesday evening,  Oct.  18. — R.  Ghubney. 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  List  (Eastern 
District  No.  2)  —The  next  return  visit  on  this  list 
will  take  place  at  the  Amicable  Waltonians  Angling 
Society,  the  San  Tavern,  Sutton-street,  Clerkenwell,  on 
Monday  next,  Oct.  16  Brother  anglers  will  receive  a 
hearty  welcome.-  F.  Thorling. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society.— 
On  the  11th  inst.  we  elected  the  following  officers  for  the 
ensuing  quarter  : Mr.  H.  Challon  (chairman),  Messrs. 
Stokes  and  H.  Challon,  delegates  for  the  Anglers’  Asso- 
ciation, and  Messrs.  E.  Jackson  and  R.  Challon  auditors 
for  six  months.  The  auditors’  report  was  received,  and 
we  can  congratulate  the  members  on  having  a good 
balance  in  hand.  Will  members  please  settle  up  by 
Wednesday  next.  Mr.  R.  Challon  weighed  in  61b.  4j:Oz. 
of  roach  on  the  8th  inst.,  lai’gest  11b.  4ioz.,  11b.  3)oz., 
and  11b.,  and  Mr.  H.  Challon  over  31b.  of  roach,  one 
over  11b.,  and  one  dace  7oz.  Our  members  are  going 
to  various  waters  on  the  15th  inst.  There  are  several 
good  prizes  to  be  won.  We  have  room  for  a few  good 
working  members  ; entrance  fee.  Is.,  2d.  per  week  sub- 
scription; honorary  members  5s.  per  annum.  We  meet 
at  the  Doke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Netting  Hill 
Gate,  next  Wednesday,  at  9 p.m.,  for  election  of  working 
and  honorary  members. — B.  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln’s-inn-fields.— On  Oct.  8 Messrs. 
Masters  and  Drew  weighed-in.  It  has  been  arranged 
that  we  visit  the  Pixie  Brothers  next  Tuesday  in  force, 
so  our  meeting  will  be  postponed  till  next  night 
(Wednesday).  I hope  all  members  who  were  absent 
will  take  notice  of  this,  and  also  that  our  match  on  the 
15th  inst.  at  Shepperton  is  tow-path  only,  roving,  from 
the  look  to  Cbertsey  Bridge. — G.  Marriott. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald-faced 
Stag,  Worship-square. — On  the  8th  inst.  Mr.  Poster 
weighed-in  some  fine  roach  from  Amberley,  when  he 
won  a prize  in  the  competition.  A friend  of  the 
secretary  showed  a nice  perch  a little  over  21b.  I hope 
members  will  show  up  on  the  15th  for  the  outing  at  St. 
Margaret’s  to  fish  for  a series  of  prizes,  to  start  by  8.2 
train  from  Liverpool-street  ; later  arrivals  to  report  to 
secretary  before  commencing  to  fish. — P.  G.  Hutchins. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea. — On  Oct.  1 we  fished  a 
match  at  Windsor,  when  only  two  prizes  were  taken. 
Although  we  nearly  all  had  fish  there  was  not  one  to  reach 
the  required  weight.  The  prize-winners  were  Messrs. 
Bailey  and  King,  sen.  Our  next  match  will  take  place  at 
Egham,from  the  Bell  Weir  to  the  Bells  of  Ousley  ; tow- 
path  only  : jack  barred  : all  to  start  first  train  from 
Clapham'Junotion,  on  Oct.  22.  On  the  8th  inst.  Messrs. 
Lovett  and  Bailey  weighed-in  20Jlb.  of  roach  and  dace. 

J 

Amicable  Waltonian  AnglingSociety.The  Sun, 
Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road.—On  the  8th  inst.  our 
members  were  out  in  good  force,  a nice  show  of  fish 
being  the  result.  Mr.  W.  Embleton,  with  bream;  Mr. 
Banning,  with  roach  ; Mr.  Windier,  with  roach  and 
dace  ; Mr.  Hake,  with  a nice  show  of  roach  : and  Mr. 
Lambartb,  jun,,  with  a good  show  of  roach  and  bream, 
both  the  latter  taking  prizes  in  the  competition  at 
Amberley  on  the  16th  nit.  Our  return  visit  on  the  No.  2 
Eastern  District  takes  place  at  the  above  house,  when 
we  hope  to  see  a good  muster  of  anglers  and  friends. 

E.  R.  Embleton. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society.— Fourteen 
of  owv  members  competed  for  live  prizes  on  Oct.  8 at 
Amberley,  only  four  being  taken  ; the  successful  com- 
petitors being  Messrs.  Bowling,  Glass,  Scott,  and 
Watkins.  The  remaining  prize  will  be  fished  for  on 
Oct.  15,  roving,  go  where  you  please. — D.  Davis. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Hotel,  Queen’ s-road,  Battersea.— The  members  will  fish 
a match  (pegged  down)  on  Oct.  15,  at  Pulborough ; two 
prizes  • train  7.7  from  Clapham  Junction.  On  the  8th 
inst.  Mr.  J.  Antliff  had  a nice  show  of  fish  from  the 
Arun,  one  roach  going  21b.  2oz.,  bream  21b.  13oz., 
and  one  jack  81b.,  and  several  other  good  fish,  the  whole 
going  221b.  Messrs.  Davis  and  Hines  also  had  good 
shows  from  the  same  river.  The  committee  will  meet  on 
the  20th  to  arrange  next  outing. — Geo.  Mumpord. 
Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 

pack,  Bermondsey-street.— Mr.  W.  Streeton  weighed-in 
a nice  show  of  roach  on  the  5th.  Several  of  our  members 
took  part  in  Mr.  Eldridge’s  competition  at  Amberley  on 
the  8th,  two  of  them  being  successful,  Mr.  James  Smith 
winning  first  prize,  and  J.  Warman  fourth.  On  the 
same  date  Messrs.  Horlin  and  Payne  weighed-in  jack 
from  Pulborough,  total  gross  weight,  281b.  A.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street. — fcsince  last  report  the  following  have 


weighod-iu  ; Messrs.  Foster,  bream;  Hacker,  jack  and 
roach;  and  Holden,  bream  (largest  fiih,  3lb.  2oz.). 
Members  not  present  last  Wednesday  will  kindly  take 
notice  that  we  fish  a match  at  Windsor  (roving,  tow- 
path  only)  on  Oct.  29  for  four  prizes  ; all  to  start  from 
Waterloo  at  8.20  a.m.,  and  return  by  the  five  o’clock 
train  from  IVindsor.  Roferbeand  starter,  Mi,  Stillman. 
—J.  Foster.  ~ , ,, 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  W.C.— On  the  5th  inst.  the 
following  weighed-in  : T.  Divls,  jack  (heaviest  dlb.  Joz.), 
and  C.  Davis,  roach  and  rudd.  Mr.  Bray  won  the  prize 
for  the  heaviest  dace  in  the  Amberley  competition. 
Those  members  who  were  not  present  on  Wednesday 
last  must  not  forgot  that  the  18th  is  the  limit  night.  On 
the  llth  inst.  Mr.  A.  Stowell  was  elected  a working 
member  of  the  above.  Mr.  J.  Pailes  also  weighed-in 
jack  and  roach  on  the  llth. — D.  Warren. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.  — A dinner  took 
place  at  our  headquarters  on  Wednesday  evening,  the 
4th  inst.,  the  occasion  being  an  invite  given  by  our 
worthy  host  and  member,  Mr.  Rome.  A large  number  of 
friends  and  supporters  of  the  society  sat  down  with  the 
members  to  a splendid  repast,  to  which  ample  justice 
was  done  to  same.  After  the  dinner  Mr.  Jennings  was 
voted  to  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Burningham  to  the  vice- 
chair.  The  toast  of  the  evening  was  ■’Our  host  and 
hostess,”  which  was  drank  with  enthusiasm.  The  rest 
of  the  evening  was  spent  in  harmony,  excellent  songs 
and  recitations  being  given  by  Messrs.  J.  Game,  J. 
Jennings,  A.  E.  Hoare,  S.  Marriage,  C.  Burningham,  H. 
Molock,  F.  Wells,  and  otKers,  which  brought  to  a close 
a most  enjoyable  evening.  'The  following  members 
have  had  fish  during  the  past  week  : Mr.  Hart,  jack  ; Mr. 
Rome,  chub. — J.  H.  , 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  VI.,  King  Edward-street,  Liverpool-road.— On 
Oct.  1 Mr.  Tame  weighed-in  three  jack  and  a nice  eel, 
l^lb.,  from  Amberley.  Mr.  Bass  had  a nice  bag  of 
roach,  weighing  131b.,  on  Oct.  4.  Our  30th  annual 
dinner  took  place  on  Oct.  8,  at  Mr.  Foster’s,  Arun  Hotel, 
Pulborough.  Mr.  Horley,  chairman;  Mr.  H.  Caxton, 
vice.  Tne  dinner  was  really  perfection,  both  in  quality 
and  quantity,  great  credit  being  due  to  Mr.  Foster. 
Angling  clubs  who  think  of  having  dinner  at  Pulborough 
will  do  well  to  visit  the  Arun  Hotel.  What  with  the 
dinner  and  the  beautiful  weather  every  member  enjoyed 
himself. — Henry  Tame. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley.— Since  last  report  the  following  members 
have  weighed-in  : B.  Bissell,  roach  ; J.  Watkins,  roach 
and  dace  ; Parmenter,  roach  ; B.  Lees,  roach  and  perch 
W.  Lees,  jun.,  roach  and  perch.  We  had  a very  good 
meeting  on  the  10th  inst.,  and  the  balanc  3-sheet  was  found 
satisfactory.  I should  like  to  see  a good  muster  next 
Tuesday  (17th  inst.),  as  our  half-yearly  distribution  of 
prizes  take  place. — J.  Watkins. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society.— On  the  bth 
inst.  six  of  our  members  took  part  in  the  competition  at 
Amberley,  all  having  fish.  Mr.  J.  Allen  being  the  only 
member  to  take  a prize.  Mr.  G.  Howell  had  a nice 
show  of  roach  from  other  waters,  having  _ a splendid 
specimen  roach,  weighing  lib.  12oz.,  which  is  to  be  pre- 
served. We  fish  for  four  10s.  fid.  prizes,  on  Oct.  15,  at 
Burnt  Mill,  pegged  down  ; all  to  go  down  firsttrainon 
the  morning,  7.39,  from  Stratford.  0.  Jones. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling 
Society. — The  following  members  had  fish  on  the  8th  ; 
Mr.  Chambers,  roach  and  bream  ; and  Mr.  Comley, 
jun.,  roach  and  perch.  The  members  will  fish  for  two 
prizes,  given  by  the  secretary,  on  Oct.  22,  in  the  Brent- 
ford Canal.— Cas.  „ . . -m. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. 

On  the  8th  inst.  several  members  of  this  society  were 
out,  but  were  not  very  successful,  only  a few  members 
weighing-ia  : Messrs.  J.  W.  Jameson,  41b.  10|oz.,  roach, 
&c. ; R.  Chapman,  21b.  9Joz.,  chub;  G.  T.  Jameson  and 
E.  Porter  also  had  fish.  All  members  (working  or 
honorary)  who  intend  competing  in  our  supper  match 
are  requested  to  register  their  names  on  or  before  Oct, 
19,  and  locale  will  be  settled  same  evening.— G.  'T. 
Jameson.  i, 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  Cricketers,  Northwold- 
road.  Stoke  Newington. — Several  members  of  the  above 
were  out  on  the  8st  inst.,  but  sport  was  very  tame,  the 
only  members  that  weighed-in  were  Wilks,  Anthoriy, 
Pound,  and  White.  Among  the  latter’s  fish  was  a nice 
roach,  weighing  11b.  7jOz. — E.  J.  Mallett. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W.— On  Oct.  3 Mr.  E.  Baxter  weighed-in  a nice 
show  of  roach  (one  fish  lib.  12^oz.),  total  weight 
151b.  13oz.  On  the  8th  inst.  four  members  fished  the 
match  as  follows ; Messrs.  E.  Baxter,  31b.  6oz. ; F. 
Bourne,  21b.  5oz. ; W.  Hill,  11b,  4ioz.  ; A.  Duncan,  fi.ioz. 
All  roach.  There  are  five  more  prizes  tor  the  15th  inst. 
The  next  outing  takes  place  on  29th  inst.  at  Taplow ; 
roving ; two  rods ; bleak  and  gudgeon  barred.  A, 
Smith.  . , ^ . 

Copenhagen  Angling  Society. — Our  members 
were  out  on  the  8th  inst.,  several  of  them  bringing  in 
some  tine  fish.  Mr.  Winders  had  a good  show  of  roach 
(six  fish  close  on  51b.).  Mr.  Collier  also  had  a nice  show 
of  perch.  I should  like  to  see  members  attend  better 
on  meeting  nights,  as  we  have  some  very  important 
business  to  settle. — B.  Pitt.  , . , 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorial 
Society,  Middlesex  Arms,  34,  Clerkenwell-green.— 
(Several  of  oar  members  competed  at  Amberley,  Messrs. 
FYanklin,  Walter,  and  Morris  taking  prizes.  A grand 
concert  will  take  place  at  the  Session  House  Hotel  on 
Oct.  16,  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  G.  Rogers,  when  I hope 
he  will  have  a bumper.  Next  Wednesday  will  be 
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quarterly  eight,  when  all  are  requested  to  attend. 
10s.  Cd.  has  been  voted  to  the  River  Preservation  Fund. 
We  have  decided  to  form  a Benevolent  Fund,  and  no 
case  or  benefit  tickets  will  be  entertained  unless  the 
applicant  is  a member  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent 
Society.— W.  H.  Burwash. 

Dalston  Angling'  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  the  8th  inst.  Messrs.  T. 
Nicolson,  Mansfield,  J.  Cogswell,  H.  Poore,  aird  C. 
Pocock  weighed-in  some  very  handsome  roach,  dace, 
and  bream.  On  Tuesday,  the  10th,  the  auditors  gave 
their  report,  and  the  balance-sheet  was  read.  A hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  the  auditors  for  their 
services  ; also  the  secretary  for  the  manner  in  which  he 
kept  the  books.  It  was  decided  that  the  Christmas 
prizes  .should  be  fished  lor  next  month.  On  Oct.  22  a 
roving  competition  will  take  place  ; full  particulars  to 
be  obtained  at  the  club-house. — S.  Malbt. 

Torest  Gate  Piscatorials.— On  Sept.  30  we  fished 
a match  at  Langley  Association  water,  when  Mr.  E. 
Mendham  won  the  prize  with  some  nice  roach,  largest 
a fine  fish  of  11b.  8oz.  All  members  had  fish,  and  spent 
a very  enjoyable  day,  and  experienced  great  kindness 
from  the  members  of  the  Maldon  and  Heybridge  Club. 
Last  week  Mendham  had  dace  and  roach.  Stanhope 
bream.  M' . H.  and  W.  J.  Talbot  had  liream  and  roach, 
but  did  not  weigh-in  owing  to  late  arrival  of  train. 
Members  are  rec£uested  to  attend  next  Wednesday  to 
arrange  for  next  outing.— W.  J.  Talbot. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  leledon- 
■road. — e had  a small  show  of  fish  on  Sunday,  the  8th 
inst.,  Gib.  of  roach  and  dace  taken  by  Messrs.  Thomas, 
Stebbings,  Riggs,  and  Caborn.  Members  are  requested 
to  show  up  a little  better  than  of  late.— A.  Payne. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Foley-street. — Our  members  fished  their  match  at 
Langford  on  Sunday,  the  8th  inst.  Take  it  altogether 
it  was  a very  successful  affair.  All  the  prizes  were 
taken,  but  the  show  of  fish  was  small ; the  largest  fish 
was  I23OZ.  (roach).  We  have  a better  report  from  the 
Thames.  Our  Messrs.  Green,  Trowbridge,  and  Porter, 
brought  uji  a fire  show  of  dace  and  roach  ; several  fish 
over  11b.  in  weight.  On  Tuesday,  the  11th,  our  Mr. 
Pask  weighed-in  from  Harlow  some  fine  roach  and  dace, 
one  roach  llb.Soz.,  in  fine  condition.  We  intend  during 
the  winter  months  to  devote  the  last  Tuesday  in  every 
month  to  a meeting  for  smoking  concerts,  readings,  &c., 
and  we  should  be  pleased  to  see  any  members  and 
(gentlemen)  friends  as  can  make  it  convenient  to  favour 
us  with  their  company.  Our  meetings  commence  at 
p.m. — John  Goatlet. 

Gi-aiige  Angling  Society,  The  Earl  of  Derby, 
Grange-road,  Bermondsey,  S.E.— Since  my  last  report 
the  following  members  have  weighed-in  : Mr.  C.  Green, 
roach  and  dace,  41b.  lljoz.;  Mr.  O’Brien,  roach  and 
barbel,  Clb.  14|oz. ; Mr.  W.  Horton,  roach  and  barbel, 
61b.  lOJoz. ; and  Mr.  T.  Walland  a very  fine  jack. 
Members  are  particularly  requested  to  attend  the  meet- 
W^K^  tbe  Ifith  inst.  to  arrange  the  autumn  meeting. — 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Castle  Inn, 
Ley  ton-road,  Stratford  hJew  'Town. — Members  of  the 
above  club  were  out  on  8th  inst.,  when  there  was  some 
good  fish  weighed.  At  cur  weekly  meeting  on  Tuesday 
night  Mr.  \ incent  and  Mr.  Woolner  were  elected  work- 
ing members.— G.  F.  Weaver. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Sonthampton-street. — On  the  8th  inst.  Mr. 
C.  Large,  J.  Osborne,  J.  Cartwright,  G.  Francis,  and  G. 
Rogers  had  some  good  roach  and  perch  from  Amberley, 
Messrs.  C.  Large,  G.  Osborne,  and  G.  Rogers  winning 
prizes  in  F.  Eldridge’s  competition.  C.  Large  also  took 
the  prize  for  heaviest  roach,  a nice  fish,  just  under  21b.  ; 
G.  Rogers  had  a perch  lib.  .6oz,  We  have  had  some  nice 
shows  of  roach,  61b.  to  91b.,  during  the  week  from  the 
Lea,  by  Messrs.  C.  Watling  and  J.  Cartwright.  Cash 
voted  and  collected  on  the  2nd  inst.  : Skegness  Disaster, 
35s. ; River  Preservation,  21s.  ; Talbot  Fund,  10s.— 
J.  A.  Fitch. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— At  the  usual  weekly 
meeting  on  Tuesday  the  chair  was  occupied  by  the  Rev. 
E.  Meyer,  and  a large  number  of  members  and  friends 
had  assembled  to  hear  a paper  read  by  Mr.  E.  F. 
Goodwin  on  “Fly-fishing  for  Coarse  Fish.”  A new 
member  was  elected.  The  secretary  reported  that  in 
cjujunction  with  Mr.  Goodwin  he  had  taken  another 
piece  of  fishing  water,  but  the  arrangements  were  not 
quite  completed.  The  meeting  confirmed  what  had 
been  done  by  the  committee.  The  honorary  curator 
reported  that  after  the  meeting  had  closed  last  week 
Mr.  Zerfass  had  weighed-in  a bag  of  roach  and  one  large 
grayling,  weighing  altogether  28lb.  Mr.  Mark  Davies 
reported  having  fished  with  a friend  from  the  lugger  at 
Southend,  and  in  three  days  caught  over  half  a hundred- 
weight of  flat  fish.  It  was  arranged  that  such  of  the 
members  as  pleased  should  sup  together  on  Tue.sday, 
Hov.  14,  at  the  club  rooms,  and  a sufficient  number  ga-ve 
in  their  names  to  make  it  a success.  Mr.  Allen  reported 
having  taken  twenty  roach,  weighing  1211b.,  from  private 
water  in  Sussex,  and  Mr.  Hayward  brought  up  three 
very  handsome  roach  from  the  Thames.  Mr.  Tayler 
piesontcd  a copy  of  the  third  edition  of  his  book  “ Red 
Palmer,  a Practical  Treatise  on  Fly  fishing,”  which  was 
ju.st  issued,  lor  the  library.  Mr.  Goodwin  then  read  a 
short  hut  very  comprclieiisivo  and  intere.sting  paper  on 
“ I ly-fi,-:hii.g  for  Coaise  Fish,”  explaining  the  kind  of  fish 
that  may  be  so  caught,  the  description  of  rod,  winch, 
line,  and  flies  to  be  used,  and  gave  some  very  excel- 
lent advice  on  ca.sting,  sti-iking,  and  playing  fisb. 
Kext  Tuesday,  the  17tb,  a sea-fishiiig  competition  for 
prizes  will  take  place  off'  lioutbend.  A train  will  leave 
Feucburch-street  at  8 23  a.m.  Members  and  friends  to 
take  their  own  provi.sions,  and  they  are  requested  to 


communicate  with  the  secretary  as  early  as  convenient, 
at  Go,  Hazellville-road,  Hornsey  Rise,  in  order  that 
suitable  boat  accommodation  may  be  provided.  Bait 
will  be  on  board. — James  Tayler. 

Havelock  Angling-  Society,  The  Good  Intent, 
Mowlem-street,  Bishop’s-road,  Cambridge  Heath. — Our 
match  at  Broxbourne,  on  Oct.  8,  turned  out  a success. 
The  prizes  were  taken  in  the  following  order  ; Mr.  W 
Elswortby,  1st,  jack  ; Mr.  D.  Lincoln,  2nd,  perch  ; Mr! 
E.  Earp,  3rd,  perch;  and  Mr.  W.  Young,  4th,  perch. 
Mr.  W.  Tuthill  also  had  fish.  Tuesday,  Oct.  24,  will  be 
quarterly  night. — W.  Young. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society.— At  our  match 
on  the  8th  mst.,  at  Burnt  Mill,  the  successful  members 
were  Mr.  W.  Ford,  1st,  with  roach  ; Mr.  Wells  2nd 
with  roach.  General  meeting  night  next  AVednesday, 
when  I hope  the  members  will  kindly  attend.— C t’ 
Russell. 

Horseferry  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Clarence, 
Horseferry-road,  AV estminster. — Our  members  compete 
for  six  prizes  on  Oot.  16  at  Kingston.  All  members  to 
go  by  the  9.5  a.m.  train,  Vauxhall.  Mr.  Walker  has 
been  elected  a member.  Gentlemen  wishing  to  join  a 
respectable  angling  society  should  apply  as  above. — F 
Taylor. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  Oct  8 

the  following  members  weighed-in  : W.  Midson  641b 
roach  ; P.  Newton,  21b.  6Joz.  roach ; J.  Huntley' 
41b.  2oz.  roach  and  one  dace  from  the  Lea  at  Clapton  • 
A.  Hattraiore,  perch  and  roach.  The  members  will  fish 
for  special  prizes  in  the  Langford  waters  on  Oct.  22  to 
leave  London  on  the  morning. — E,  Ghubney  ' ’ 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society  Red 
Lion,  Portland-street,  Soho,  AV.— On  the  8th  inst  Mr 
Pope  weighed-in  roach  and  dace,  and  Mr.  Fitzgerald 
roach.  I am  sorry,  after  my  urgent  appeal  of  last  week, 
so  few  members  made  their  appearance  last  meeting 
night.  The  club  is  now  passing  through  a great  crisis 
and  I should  be  glad  if  all  members  will  attend.  Messrs’ 
Gollop  and  AVilson  were  elected  delegates,  and  Mr 
Wilson  chairman.  Secretary  for  the  next  three  months 
is— A.  A.  Liversage. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddelton 
Arms,  Ganonbury-road.— On  the  8th  in-t.,  J.  Croker 
with  roach,  saved  us  a blank.  On  Tueslay  (Mr.  g! 
Holder  in  the  chair)  the  delegate  s report  was  received. 
Messrs.  Barker  and  Heir  were  made  members.  We 
have  room  for  a few  more  members.— J.  H.  Herbert 
Izaak  ’Walton  Angling  Society.— As  announced 
last  week,  the  members  will  compete  for  three  special 
prizes  on  the  15th  inst.  between  Barnt  Mill  and  Harlow. 
There  are  also  four  special  prizes  to  be  fished  for  oii 
Weduesday  next,  18th  inst.,  at  Sldplake.  On  the  8th 
inst.  Mr.  A.  Furlong  had  a nice  take  of  roach  and  dace  ; 
Messrs.  T.  W.  Garrard  and  C.  Layton,  roach.  The 
return  visit  (No.  1 Eastern  District)  was  to  this  society 
on  AVednesday,  11th  inst.,  Mr.  T.  Goodwins  occupied 
the  chair,  Mr.  AV.  AVilkinson  the  vice-chair.  Sixteen 
clubs  were  represented,  and,  taking  the  inclement 
weather  into  consideration,  the  meeting  was  a great 
success.  Musical  talent  was  well  to  the  front,  and 
during  the  evening  many  capital  songs  were  sung  (to 
give  full  particulars  would  take  up  too  much  space). 
The  usual  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the  chairman] 
vice-chairman,  and  pianist  (Mr.  T.  Harris),  which 
brought  a very  pleasant  evening  to  a close.  We  take  this 
opportunity  of  returning  our  sincere  thank  to  all  angling 
friends  who  favoured  us  with  their  presence.  The  next 

visit  will  be  to  the  Odds  and  Evens  Anglin"-  Society 

H.  B.  n 0 J. 

Izaak  Walton  (Cre-we).— This  club  had  a most 
successful  match  at  Calveley  on  Saturday  last,  seveuty- 
three  members  out  of  a possible  ninety  turning  up. 
The  prizes  were  of  varied  description,  and  gave  much 
ciedit  to  the  selection  committee.  The  following  being 
prize  winners:  First,  Sinclair;  second,  Derbyshire; 
third,  Plevin;  fourth,  T.  Dutton;  fifth,  J.  Jones; 
sixth,  J.  Saut;  seventh,  Broster;  eighth,  AV.  Barnes; 
ninth,  J.  Tyrell ; tenth,  A.  Tyrell ; eleventh,  F.  Leech’; 
twelfth,  Gollier;  thirteenth,  Sinclair ; fourteenth,  H. 
Butterworth;  fifteenth,  E.  AViUon;  sixteenth,  L. 
Baddeley;  seventeenth,  Dixon  (No.  1);  eighteenth, 
Dixon  (No.  2);  nineteenth,  S.  Gillett ; twentieth,  h’. 
Eeay.  The  prizes  were  afterwards  presented  to  the 
above  at  the  club  headquarters,  the  Albert  Hotel.— H. 
Oliver. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Portobsllo  Arms, 
Kensal-road.— On  the  8th  Mr.  Bence  had  a few  nice 
roach;  Mr.  E.  Challen,  chub  and  dace,  best  dace  9oz. ; 
and  Mr.  Maddox,  jack.  On  Oct.  22  we  fish  a match 
from  the  Shovel  Bridge  to  the  Swan  Bridge,  Drayton,  for 
five  prizes;  first  tram  from  Westbourne  Park,  or  any 
subsequent  train ; one  rod  only ; jack  barred ; cease 
fishing  5 p.m.,  and  return  together  or  be  disqualified. 
No  member  be  eligible  to  take  a prize  unless  he  takes 
■Ub.  of  fish. — A.  Ide. 

■ Junior  Fly-Fishers,  The  Citizeu,  70,  Houndsditch, 
E.C. — Mr.  J.  Tayler,  our  president,  occupied  the  chair, 
and  kindly  presented  the  society  with  a copy  of  the  third 
edition  of  his  “ Practical  Treatise  on  Fly-fishing.”  The 
Thames  Conservancy  have  kindly  sent  us  a copy  of  the 
new  bye-laws,  and  it  is  with  pleasure  we  notice  the 
chub  is  not  included  in  Hie  list  of  fish  retainable  as 
baits.  Other  improvements  upon  the  original  draft 
were  also  appreciated.  The  committee  will  meet  shortly 
to  fix  a programme  of  entertainments  for  the  winter 
season.  AA'’e  are  already  promised  two  papers,  and  more 
will  doubtless  follow.  Members  who  will  assist  us — 
with  papers  or  otherwise — will  kindly  communicate  with 
the — Hon.  Sec. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  AVin- 
chester-street. — On  the  8th  inst.  several  members  of 
the  above  fished  in  the  Amberley  competition,  but  none 


of  them  were  successful  in  taking  a prize,  Mr. 
AVatling,  Mr.  Irish,  and  Mr.  Nelson  weighing  roach  and 
dace.  1 must  request  all  members  in  arrears  to  turn  np 
on  AA'^ednesday  next  to  make  themselves  eligible  for  our 
prize  outing  at  Bourne  End  on  Sunday,  Oct.  22.— AV. 
AVatling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5, 
Queeu’s-square,  and  18,  St.  John’s-lane.— Our  quarterly 
meeting  last  week  was  well  attended,  and  one  new 
member  was  duly  elected  and  outings  fixed  to  the 
river  Vjrnwy  on  the  26th,  going  overnight,  and  to 
the  river  Dee — Sir  AA'^.  AV.  AVynn’s  preserved  portion — 
on  the  19th.  The  jiarty,  numbering  ten,  who  went  to 
test  a small  river  which  has  always  borne  a first-class 
name  lor  fish  with  a view  of  our  taking  a lease  of  the 
fishing,  returned  with  the  report  that  the  water  was 
netted  to  death.  Mr.  Holloway  generously  gave  the 
amount  of  the  prizes  to  which  he  was  entitled,  ^1  5s.  6d., 
to  the  Knowsley  Stocking  Fund.— R.  AVoolfall. 

jVIarylebone  Angling  Society.— A few  of  our 
members  were  out  on  the  8th  inst.  Messrs.  Fisher  and 
Milbourne  saved  the  club  a blank.  AVe  fish  our  match 
off  on  Oct.  15  at  AVare.  Start  by  9.8  train.  Hoping  all 
members  will  turn  up.  - J.  Milbourne. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Railway  Tavern, 
King  Henry’s  AValk. — I hope  members  who  were  not 
present  on  Thursday  last  will  not  forget  the  match  at 
Langford  Hall  on  the  15th  inst.  for  special  prizes  for 
specimen  fisb.  One  rod  only.  Open  to  all  members 
(including  honorary). — J.  Comber. 

Mitre  Brotliers  Angling  Society,  Kingsgate- 
street,  Holborn. — On  the  Schinst.  Mr.  Timmins  weighed- 
in  jack  and  dace  from  the  Ouse.  I beg  to  acknow- 
ledge subscriptions  received,  with  thanks,  from  the 
following  clubs  : Re  Talbot  Fund,  viz.,  Dalston  A.S., 
5s.  ; St.  John’s  A.S.,  6s.  6d. ; Earlsfield  A.S. , 6s.  ; Queen’s 
A.S.,  5s. ; Duke  of  Norfolk  A.S.,  10s. ; Good  Intent 
A.S.,  10s. ; Brunswick  Brothers,  2s.  I hope  to  see  a good 
muster  of  members  on  the  16th,  to  settle  business 
of  importance. — A.  Toplis. 

North.  Lambeth  Angling  Society,  106,  West- 
minster Bridge-road,  S.E. — Our  trays  were  well  filled 
on  the  8th  inst.  by  AV.  Routledge,  E.  Rowles,  and  other 
members.  I hope  to  see  a good  muster  of  members  next 
meeting  night,  15th  inst.,  as  there  is  very  important 
business  to  transact.  On  the  10th  inst.  Mr.  T.  Dean 
caught  a perch  of  21b.  loz. — T.  Daws. 

Feckham  Brothers  Angling  Society.  — We 
fish  for  a series  of  prizes  on  Oct.  15  at  St.  Margaret’s; 
roving.  Members  may  go  away  on  Saturday  night, 
when  I hope  to  see  them  turn  up  in  force. — C. 
Etherington. 

Fheenix  Angling  Society,  Crown,  Panoras-road, 
N.W. — On  the  8th  inst.  we  had  some  nice  fish  from 
various  waters.  Mr.  Boxall  took  first  prize  with  two 
tench,  51b.  4oz.,  largest  21b.  15oz.  ; Mr.  Mares,  second, 
roach,  51b.  l|oz.,  two  fish  lib.  3jOz.  and  lib.  2foz.  ; Mr. 
Little,  third,  with  two  roach,  lib.  8|oz.  and  11b.  4oz. 
The  largest  one  will  be  preserved.  Three  prizes  will  be 
angled  for  at  Shiplake,  roving  match.  Mr.  Boufllerwon 
the  monthly  prize  for  September.  Mr.  W.  Dove  gave 
10s.  6d.  for  the  largest  chub  taken  in  November. 
Messrs.  Green  and  Davis’s  prize  was  won  by  E.  Dove. — 
H.  AV.  Morgan. 

Fixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road. — I hope  all  members 
will  attend  onr  return  visit  on  Tuesday;  also  on  Wed- 
nesday, to  arrange  the  October  competition.  Mr.  T. 
Line  and  H.  Mitchell  had  a good  show  of  fish  on  the  8th 
inst.  from  the  Thames. — E.  Pyne. 

Frince  Arthur  Fiscatorials,  Prince  Arthur, 
Golborne-road,  North  Kensington. — On  AVednesday  the 
following  officers  were  elected  ; Mr.  Smith,  chairman  ; 
Mr.  Glover,  vice  ; Mr.  Lloyd,  auditor.  Several  of  our 
members  intend  going  down  to  Langley  on  Oct.  15  to 
fish  in  the  match.  The  recent  rains  should  improve 
matters. — J.  H. 

Friuce  of  'Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — We  fished  for 
seven  prizes  at  AATndsor,  on  the  8th  inst.,  and  although 
the  takes  were  small,  Mr.  AVilson  was  first  with  one 
barbel,  two  chub,  and  one  dace  ; the  other  prizes  being 
taken  in  order  named  : Twoomey,  Trench,  Olist,  Davy, 
Robins,  and  Read.  On  Monday  the  books  of  the  society 
were  audited  by  Messrs.  Twoomey  and  AVilson,  who  con- 
gratulated the  society  on  its  sound  financial  condition. 

— W.  B. 

Queen’s  Angling  Society,  Latimer  Arms,  Walmer- 
road,  AV. — The  above  club  will  hold  an  open  competition 
on  Nov.  5 (entrance  fee  6d.)  in  the  Grand  Junction  Canal, 
from  Scruhb’s  Bridge  to  Fisherman  Bridge;  pegged 
down.  Open  to  all  comers,  and  all  fish  to  weigh.  Start 
fi.shing  at  8.30  a.m.  and  leave  off  at  12.30  p.m.,  weigh- 
in  at  1.30  at  the  above  club-house.  The  prizes  will  con- 
sist of  a handsome  cup  and  numerous  others.  The  prizes 
will  be  on  view  at  above  club-house  on  and  after 
Oct.  22. 

Queen’s  Fiscatorials,  Chapel-street,  Edgware- 
road. — On  Oot.  5 our  second  quarterly  meeting  was 
held  with  a full  attendance  of  members.  Oct.  12, 
the  balance-sheet  was  read  and  put  before  members 
with  great  satisfaction.  Mr.  E.  Hinton  weighed- 
in  a very  nice  trayful  of  roach ; Messrs.  Norris, 
Keene,  and  Roberts  also  weighed-in  a few  nice  specimen 
of  roach.  Members  please  remember  the  smoking  con- 
cert, which  takes  place  on  Monday  next. — AAL  H. 
Roberts. 

Koyal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms,  . 
Batemau-stroet,  Soho. — On  0,ct.  8 Mr.-  Holder  showed  a ■ 
very  nice  tray  of  roach  and  bream.  Last  meeting  night 
we  arranged  to  fish  a competition  at  Marlow  on  Oct.  29,  . 
when  some  valuable  prizes  will  be  competed  for.  Gentle- 
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men  dosirona  of  joining'  a fialiing  society  •vvill  gain  all 
information  by  ai)plying  at  above  house. — J.  Gibbons. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangato- street,  Lambeth. — On  the  8th  inst.  several 
members  competed  for  prizes  in  Mr.  Eldridge’s  angling 
tournament  at  Amberley,  and  1 am  pleased  to  state  that 
Mr.  Wink  took  second  prize  with  61b.  8oz.  of  bream 
and  roach,  largest  roach  11b.  lOoz.  Mr.  .T.  T.  Wright 
took  third  prize  with  (ilb.  5oz.  of  bream  and  roach.  Mr. 
Stevens  took  the  fourth  prize  of  the  series  of  our  club 

rizes  with  a roach  of  lib.  O.^oz.  Mr.  H.  it.  R.  Wright 

ad  bream.  The  prize  left  over  of  the  aeries  will  be 
fished  for  on  the  15th  under  same  conditions  as  last 
week.  Mr.  Neville  Davis  was  proposed  and  duly  elected 
an  honorary  member.  Mr.  George  Eatcliffe  was  pro- 
posed as  a working  member,  and  will  be  balloted  for 
next  meeting  night.  As  the  next  S.L.U.  visit  takes 
place  on  the  17th  at  the  Pixie  Brothers,  Harper-street, 
New  Kent-road,  the  business  of  this  club  will  commence 
an  hour  earlier,,  so  that  we  can  close  the  books  early  to 
enable  the  members  to  give  our  friends  the  Pixies  a 
bumper. — J.  Wright. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  72,  Grafton-street,  Tottenham  Court-road. — The 
following  members  had  fish  on  the  8th  inst.  ; Messrs. 
Barnes,  roach  and  dace,  111b.  5oz.  ; Petrie,  bream  and 
roach,  21b.  12Joz. ; North,  41b.  foz.  roach  and  bream  ; 
Spencer,  sen.,  bream  and  roach,  21b.  IS^oz.  ; C.  Holmes, 
bream,  21b.  2oz. ; Robins,  bream,  11b.  6oz. ; and  Weber, 
roach.  On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Aldis,  sen.,  our  new  member, 
weighed  a nice  tench  weighing  21b.  3oz.,  and  two 
bream,  making  a total  of  71b.  7oz. — C.  B.  Lumbt. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  the  8th  inst.  all  our 
trays  were  in  use,  Mr.  Massey  having  bream,  6Jlb.  ; Mr. 
Longlands,  roach  and  dace,  5jlb.  ; Mr.  Cherry,  roach  and 
dace,  51b.  ; Mr.  Fletcher,  roach,  dace,  and  perch,  4ilb. 
(largest  perch  IJlb.) ; Mr.  Smales,  roach  ; Mr.  Curtis, 
dace  and  roach,  3|lb.  ; and  Mr.  Jacobs,  one  of  our  most 
energetic  but  unlucky  members,  being  last,  but  not  alto- 
gether least,  as  he  had  only  three  fish,  each  of  which 
being  just  on  specimens,  viz.,  two  dace  and  one  perch. — ■ 
Pelican. 

Small  Arms  Angling  Society,  Swan  and  Pike 
Hotel,  Enfield  Lock. — A few  of  our  members  had  good 
sport  during  last  week.  J.  Spragg,  seven  jack,  181b. 
3oz.,  from  private  water  ; H.  Smith,  one  jack,  31b.  5oz.  ; 
J.  Johnson,  three  perch,  31b.,  largest  11b.  loz.,  taken 
with  paste  from  the  Lea  at  Enfield  Lock.  On  Sunday 
night  a sad  occurrence  happened  in  this  district.  Mr. 
S.  Fellows,  the  water  bailiff  at  Sewardstone  Mill  (better 
known  to  anglers  as  “Old  Sam”),  was  drowned  ; sup- 
posed to  have  lost  his  way  in  the  fog,  thus  falling  into 
the  river. — John  J.  Johnson. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Hope, 
Pollard’s-row. — The  members  of  the  above  were  out  on 
the  8th  inst.,  and  the  following  weighed-in : Mr.  T. 
Jones,  a fine  show  of  bream  ; Mr.  W.  Wells,  nice  show 
of  roach.  Several  others  weighed-in  roach  and  bream. 
I wish  to  remind  members  that  we  fish  a pegged-down 
match  at  Walton  on  Oct.  22. — T.  Satce. 

South  London  Angling  Society. — Messrs.  Gear- 
ing and  Boorman  have  had  two  good  takes  from  private 
waters,  aggregate  over  GOlb.  Messrs.  Rogers,  Merrick, 
and  Farebrother,  roach  from  the  Thames.  Oct.  15  and  18 
we  fish  for  prizes  at  Langford  ; go  by  first  train. — J.  J.  F. 

South  London  United  Visiting  List.— The  next 
visit  on  this  list  will  be  to  the  Pixey  Brothers,  Rising 
Sun,  Harper-street,  New  Kent-road.  As  this  society  has 
been  represented  at  every  visit  since  their  enrolment,  I 
trust  they  will  receive  a bumper. — A.  Conn. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road.  Stepney. — The  following  weighed-in  on  the  8th 
inst.  : Mr.  Stapleton,  dace  ; W.  Smith,  dace  ; Mr.  West, 
roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  Jolly,  dace;  Mr.  H.  Smith,  roach 
and  dace.  Members  please  note  that  the  match  is  put 
off  by  mutual  consent.  Please  attend  next  meeting 
night  and  oblige. — G.  Marrows. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — On  the  8th  Messrs.  Hare 
and  Carpenter  had  good  shows  of  roach  and  dace  ; 
Messrs.  Kirk  and  Smith  also  weighed-in.  The  half- 
yearly  supper  is  arranged  to  take  place  on  Thursday, 
Oct.  26.— H.  Reaves. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford.  — Oar  host’s  (Mr. 
Wood)  prize  of  ^61  for  the  gross  weight  of  fish  taken 
in  three  Sundays  in  the  Medway  came  to  a close 
on  Oct.  1.  First,  Mr.  F.  Beak  ; W.  Tyler  and  J.  Payne 
also  weighed-in.  Several  members  were  out  on  the  8th 
inst.  Sport  was  very  poor.  The  gross  weight  of  fish 
weighed-in  by  the  members  for  this  season  is  5001b.  On 
Saturday  evening  next  some  important  business  will  be 
brought  forward. — H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxhall  Cross. — Several  of  ours  were  out  on  the  8th. 
The  following  had  fish  ; Mr.  Clegg,  roach  and  dace  ; Mr. 
Betts,  roach  and  chub  ; Mr.  Phillips,  roach.  We  had  a 
good  attendance  on  the  10th  ; Mr.  Phillips  in  the  chair. 

I wish  to  remind  members  that  we  fish  at  Twickenham 
on  Oct.  15,  from  the  Ferry  to  Teddington  Lock  ; all  to 
go  by  the  first  train  in  the  morning,  and  to  cease 
fishing  at  five  o’clock.  Mr.  Pain  has  given  fourteen 
days’  notice  for  alteration  of  Rule  15.  Members  please 
note.  I hope  to  see  all  the  gentlemen  who  are  on 
the  committee  present  on  next  Tuesday,  so  we  can 
fix  a date  for  the  meeting.  Those  who  were  not  present 
on  Tuesday  can  enter  for  the  match  on  Sunday  morning. 
— H.  C. 

Waltham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  King’s 
Arms.  Our  members  were  out  on  Saturday  and  Sunday. 
R.  Simmons  weighed-in  as  follows  ; J.  Lapwood,  lljoz. 
roach ; C.  Saville,  5Joz.  roach ; F.  Chapman,  5|oz. 
roach  ; A.  G.  Beach,  6oz.  perch.  Mr.  English  had  a 


jack  from  hero  weighing  61b.  14Joz.,  and  other  smaller 
ones. — A.  G.  Beach. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers’  Arms, 
Arlington-street,  Now  North-road. — On  the  8th  inst.  we 
fished  at  Windsor  for  prizes,  which  turned  out  a success. 
Mr.  Hake  first,  chub  ; Mr.  Richards  second,  roach  ; 
Mr.  Burton  third,  roach  ; Mr.  Maples  fourth,  roach  ; 
Mr.  Bonn,  roach;  Mr.  Sullivan,  roach;  Mr.  Edwards, 
roach  ; Mr.  Harden,  sen.,  jack. — W.  M. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Since  last  report 
the  following  members  weighed-in  fish:  Mr.  C.  Maxted, 
811).  Gijoz.  of  roach,  one  fish  weighing  lib.  5ioz.  ; Mr.  J. 
Newton,  .51b,  5:)oz.  of  roach ; Mr.  Goodrich,  jack, 
81b.  4jOz.  ; Mr.  T.  Kenny,  lib.  5|oz.  of  roach  ; Mr.  O. 
Lloyd,  11b.  9:fOz.  of  roach  ; Mr.  Simmons,  Hb.  2joz.  of 
roach  ; Mr.  Hobbs,  lib.  of  roach. — R.  Lowther. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — A few  of  our  members  have  been  out 
this  week.  Mr.  W.  Cox  weighed-in  roach  and  dace, 
101b.  lloz.  ; Mr.  Leaf,  ditto,  31b.  7oz.  ; Mr.  Elsmore, 
ditto,  31b.  6.)oz. — J.  J.  Hunter. 

Westminster  Angling  Society.— On  the  8th  inst. 
a match  was  fished  at  Horley,  but  only  a few  members 
put  in  an  appearance.  Consequently  the  prizes  were 
not  taken.  Mr.  H.  Mosley,  while  fishing  for  roach, 
caught  a handsome  carp  on  a tight  line.  It  is  proposed 
to  hold  a general  meeting  on  Tuesd'ay  next  to  arrange 
match.  Mr.  Brown  was  made  a member.  Honorary 
members  please  note  that  a match  will  be  held  at 
Windsor,  Oct.  22,  for  two  prizes.  Any  gentleman 
wishing  to  join  a good  angling  society  apply  Secretary, 
Windsor  Castle,  Francis-street,  Westminster. — J.  G. 


A DAY  IN  DEVONSHIRE. 

It  is  but  seldom  that  the  London  angler  has  an  oppor- 
tunity of  visiting  the  delightful  county  of  Devon,  unless 
at  great  expense.  Although  there  will  be  very  little 
time  for  fishing,  there  will  still  be  time  for  the  wanderer 
to  explore  fresh  grounds  for  his  prowess  by  availing 
himself  of  the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  Sunday 
League,  under  whose  auspices  a train  will  leave 
Waterloo  Station  at  7.45  on  the  morning  of  the  15th 
inst.  (last  excursion  this  season)  for  Andover  (return 
fare  3s.  6d.),  Salisbury  (4s.),  and  Seaton  (5s.),  children 
under  twelve  half  price.  When  the  “ season  ” opens 
some  of  the  visitors  by  this  cheap  trip  may  possibly  find 
themselves  sampling  some  of  the  waters  with  which  this 
county  abounds. 

Mr.  J.  L.  W.  Page,  in  his  capital  book  “ The  Rivers 
of  Devon,”  sajs  “ The  Lyd  is  perhaps  more  interesting 
than  any  of  the  minor  streams  of  Devon.  For  this  Lyd, 
or  Lid,  rivulet,  as  it  is  called,  sweeps  past  the  moulder- 
ing walls  of  Lydford  Castle  as  well  as  past  the  old 
mansion  of  Sydenham,  which  held  out  valiantly  for 
King  Charles,  till  taken  by  the  Puritan  Colonel 
Holbonrn.  in  1645.  The  latter  is  only  a couple  of  miles 
beyond  Lifton,  and,  quite  leaving  out  its  beautiful 
surroundings  of  wood  and  water,  is  well  worth  visiting 
as  one  of  the  finest  specimens  of  Elizabethan  architec- 
ture in  the  west.  It  contains  all  sorts  of  curiosities  in 
the  way  of  seventeenth-century  furniture,  armour,  and 
ancestral  portraits,  not  to  speak  of  the  grand  staircase 
and  the  carved  panelling  in  the  hall.  And  if  you  push 
back  a panel  you  will  find  gaping  mysteriously  one  of 
those  secret  passages  so  common  in  the  houses  con- 
structed in  those  days  of  plot  and  conspiracy.” 


A CORRESPONDENT  is  informed  that  pelagic  (pro- 
nounced “ pe-lag-ic  ”)  fishing  is  carried  on  at  a distance 
from  the  shore,  while  ordinary  fishing  keeps  the  flask, 
containing  the  hait,  well  within  reach. 

The  biggest  fish  fry  recorded  as  having  ever  taken 
place  in  the  Creek  Nation,  or  probably  in  the  Indian 
Territory,  occurred  recently  at  Rock  Ford,  two  miles 
east  of  Eufaula,  on  the  North  Fork  of  the  Canadian 
River,  says  the  American  F.Q-,  of  Fort  Worth,  Tex. 
About  20001b.  of  fish  were  caught,  and  about  500  Creeks 
from  all  parts  of  the  Nation  took  part  in  the  grand  fish 
festival.  Over  1500  bundles  of  “devil’s  shoestring” 
were  used  by  them  to  vitiate  the  water  preparatory  to 
catching  the  fish.  This  mode  of  fishing  is  practised  a 
great  deal  by  the  Indians,  and  is  the  best  w.ay  in  the 
world  to  catch  lots  of  fish.  The  day  is  agreed  upon 
by  all  the  Indians  to  meet  at  a certain  place  at  the 
river,  and  everyone  that  wants  any  of  the  fish  is 
required  to  bring  with  him  fifteen  bundles  of  “ devil’s 
shoestring.”  On  the  day  set  all  meet  and  select  off- 
marshals  to  conduct  the  affair.  It  is  their  duty  to  collect 
all  the  fishing-gigs,  spears,  &c.,  and  enrol  the  names  of 
all  who  are  entitled  to  take  part.  Just  about  daybreak 
the  next  day  the  pounded  shoe.string  is  put  in  sacks  and 
placed  in  the  water  the  entire  width  of  the  river.  It 
soon  makes  all  the  fish  in  the  water  so  drunk  that  they 
can  easily  be  picked  up  out  of  the  shallow  water  or 
gigged  or  killed  in  the  deep  water.  The  command  is 
given  to  go  in  and  get  them,  and  they  are  brought  to  the 
banks  by  the  boat-load,  many  weighing  as  much  as 
eighty  and  one  hundred  pounds.  The  frying  process  is 
then  commenced  by  the  women,  and  a general  feast  is 
had.  The  shoestring  poisons  the  water  for  five  miles. 


ESTABLISHED  1837. 

Ne-w  Books,  Old  Books,  Sare  Books,  also  ont  of 

print  Publications,  Back  t Numbers  of  Magazines,  &e.  Every 
number  of  "The  Publishers’  Circular  and  Booksellers’ 
Record  ’’  (published  every  Friday,  price  l^d ) contains  advertise- 
ments respecting  ‘‘  Books  Wanted,’’  and  announcements  of  new 
works.  A prospectus,  giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can 
be  had  by  sending  a post-card  request  for  it,  to  the  Proprietors  of 
Publishers'  Circular,  Si.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


SAND-EELS. 

The  method  of  catching  the  sand-eeLs,  says  the  Pall 
Mall  Gazette,  is  simple  in  the  extreme.  The  “crook” 
is  held  point  downwards  ; you  stand  facing,  or  with 
your  back  to,  the  sea,  and  rather  near  to  its  edge.  You 
proceed  to  draw  the  crook  through  the  sands  towards 
you,  making,  as  it  were,  the  spokes  of  a wheel  whoso 
axle  is  at  your  feet.  The  fish  usually  lie  parallel  to  the 
line  of  the  sea  edge,  and  only  an  inch  or  two  beneath 
the  surface  ; as  you  draw  the  crook  towards  you  you 
presently  feel  a slight  catch,  which  denotes  that  the 
curve  of  your  weapon  is  arrested  against  the  side  of  a 
hidden  launoe.  Immediately  you  draw  it  through  the 
sand  towards  your  left  hand,  and,  making  a sudden  grab, 
catch  the  fDh,  together  with  a supply  of  sand  that 
greatly  mitigates  the  effect  of  its  slipperiness.  The 
beginner  usually  chooses  to  work  in  'the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  the  lantern,  and  whenever  he  feels  a 
fish  he  jerks  it  straight  out  into  the  air,  drops  his 
“ crook,”  and  make  frantic  dabs  at  the  wet  sand,  vainly 
endeavouring  to  capture  the  fish.  In  ninety-nine  cases 
out  of  a hundred  the  thing  dodges  him,  jumping 
wildly,  until  it  has  found  a softer  place  in  the 
sand.  Then  it  dives  instantaneously,  and  afterwards 
you  will  but  waste  time  if  you  endeavour  to  re- 
capture it.  Sometimes,  too,  and  especially  if  you 
have  been  thus  instantaneously  flicking  the  fish  to 
the  surface,  you  will  find  that  the  blunt  edge  of  your 
crook  is  quite  capable  of  cutting  a launce  into  halves. 
It  is  best  to  trust  rather  to  the  hand  than  to  the  eyes. 
The  fish  can  by  no  means  escape  while  you  are  dragging 
them  towards  you  through  the  wet  sand,  and  before  the 
dragging  has  ceased  and  they  have  an  opportunity  of 
attempting  to  escape,  they  are  grasped  in  the  left  hand 
and  pitched  into  the  big  basket  near  by.  Nay,  you  may 
wander  a long  way  from  the  basket.  I,  who  write,  have 
found  it  possible  to  hold  a dozen  well-grown  launces 
intermingled  with  the  fingers  of  my  left  hand,  and  they 
were  all  alive  and  active  when  released  and  tossed  in‘'o 
the  basket. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  is  a list  of  piscatorial  patents,  which  is 
supplied  to  us  by  Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes, 
Registered  Patent  Agents,  and  Attorneys  for  British, 
Colonial,  and  Foreign  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade 
Marks,  76,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.,  with  whom  we 
have  made  arrangements  that  all  inquiries  respecting 
the  protection  of  inventions  wilt  be  answered  by  them 
free  of  charge  to  our  readers  : 

Application  for  Patent. 

18,787.  Samuel  Allcock,  of  Standard  Works,  Redditch, 
for  “ Improved  Fishing-Reel.” 

Patent  Published. 

20,228  (1892).  “Bings  for  fishing  rods  and  the  like.” 
Patentee ; Charles  Court.  The  object  of 
this  invention  is  to  prevent  the  line  from 
rubbing  and  fraying  the  binding  as  on  the 
now  frequently  employed  rings  on  fishing 
rods,  and  to  alleviate  the  binding  by  substi- 
tuting teeth  or  claws,  which  are  inserted  into 
the  rod  slantwise  to  each  othe-,  thereby 
obtaining  a firm  grip  in  the  rod,  and  holding 
itself  more  secure  than  the  ordinary  binding. 
This  mode  of  attaching  is  also  claimed  for 
other  fishing  rods.  Two  steel  wires  are 
employed,  each  having  one  of  their  ends 
terminating  in  a flat  point,  and  the  other  in  a 
loop  or  ring  cranked  back  horizontally.  The 
rings  are  braized  together  at  their  tops,  and 
on  being  slipped  on  to  a rod,  the  flatted  points, 
turned  down  and  slantwise  to  each  other, 
will  form  teeth  or  claws,  and  firmly  grip  in 
the  rod. 


To  a child  stroking  a tame  turtle’s  shell  : “ Why  are 
you  doing  that  ? ” “ Oh  I to  please  the  turtle.”  “Why, 
child,  you  might  as  well  stroke  the  dome  of  St.  Paul’s 
to  please  the  dean  and  chapter.” 

Oyster  Omelet. — Beat  six  eggs  to  a light  froth; 
add  half  a cupful  of  cream,  salt  and  pepper  ; pour  into 
a frying  pan,  with  a tablespoonful  of  butter,  and  drop 
in  a dozen  large  oysters.  Fry  a light  brown.  Double 
over  and  send  to  the  table  immediately. 

An  enterprising  London  firm  are  issuing  the  following 
advertisement;  “Fish  ponds,  fish  ponds,  fish  ponds. 
Fishing  by  the  fireside.  Salmon,  trout,  herrings, 
mackerel,  cod,  and  sticklebacks.  Fish,  tackle,  and 
pond,  complete.  Is.  All  the  pleasure  and  excitement 
of  fishing,  without  the  usual  discomfort.” 

Three  Plucky  Women. — There  should  be  due 
recognition  accorded  Mrs.  James  B.  Rayner,  Mrs.  Emma 
Moseman,  and  Mias  Jennie  Rhodes,  the  three  plucky 
Long  Island  women  who  helped  save  the  crew  of  the 
Martha  F.  Tucker  when  she  drove  ashore  on  Point 
Lookout,  during  one  of  the  big  August  gales.  As  Con- 
gress does  not  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  crews  at 
the  sea-coast  life-saving  stations  during  the  summer 
months,  there  was  but  one  man  of  the  force  on  duty  at 
the  time  of  the  storm.  Three  other  men  joined  him, 
but  even  then  the  beach  waggon  bearing  the  cannon  that 
projects  the  life-line  could  not  have  been  moved  had  not 
the  three  women  come  to  the  rescue,  and  helped  haul  it 
through  the  sand  for  a mile.  Still  their  labour  was  not 
done,  for  they  lent  their  aid  in  working  the  life-buoy  on 
the  eleven  journeys  that  it  made  back  and  forth,  saving 
eleven  lives.  Their  hands  were  cut  and  bleeding,  but 
it  was  not  until  the  last  man  was  safe  on  shore  that  the 
women’s  nerve  gave  out,  and  they  sat  down  on  the 
beach  and  cried. — Harper’s  Bazaar. 
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JUCHEV  IMPROVED  SPINNING  TACKLE  (PATENT). 


Tackle  Baited. 


Advantages 

('Pitnicil  f<T  ilii'  tackle  are  that  the  bait  is  held  linn:  never  gets  out  of  order,  and  spins  truly; 
one  bait  will  catch  several  lish  when  necessary. 

ONLY  TRY  IT  ! SEND  TOR  CIRCULAR. 

Address;  R,  F.  JUCKES,  61,  WELLINGTON  ROAD,  RHYL,  N.  WALES. 


FOR  ANGLERS 

And  SPORTSMEN 
Generally,  the 
IRISH  FRIEZES 
(or  rough  Tweeds) 
made  in  the 
MARQUIS  of 
WATERFORD’S 
Industrial  House, 
are  as  near  perfec- 
tion as  possible. 


A CHOICE  OF  PATTERNS 
SENT  BY  RE(3,TJEST. 


Gentlemen’s  21 /-Suit  Length 


i*iHocnocEAi« 


The  FISHERMAN’S  FRIEND 


NO  gnat  or  midget  troubles  the  man  who  uses 
Homocea  when  fishing ; where  it  is  they  won’t 
come,  being  aro7uatic  in  its  odour ; it  is  very  pleasant 
to  use;  an(d,  if  bitten  by  them,  or  fleas,  or  any  insect,  its 
use  neutralises  poison  of  their  sting  at  07ice. 

For  cuts,  wounds,  and  bruises  it  has  no  equal,  an(i  to 
rub  the  ^nuscles  after  a hard  day's  ivork  is  all  that  is  needeci 
to  make  one  feel  fresh  and  comfortable  ; and  for  Sunburn, 
it  only  needs  to  be  used  once  to  find  what  a delightful 
remedy  it  is,  so,  when  you  are  off,  remember  a box  of 

-He  H O M O C E A 

is  as  essential  for  your  comfort  as  your  rod,  reel,  and  fly- 
book  are  for  your  fishing. 

Of  most  Chemists,  or  Free  by  Post  from  the — 

HOMOCEA  CO.,  21,  Hamilton  Square,  BIRKENHEAD. 


See  my  announcement,  page  iii.,  “ WHITAKER  ” ; page,  xx 
“IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE  YEARBOOK”;  page  ii.,  “A.B.C. 
GUIDE”;  “FIELD,”  “PUNCH,"  &c. 


Telegrams-SELFHELP,  LONDON. 


other  Good  Substantial  IRISU 
TWEEDS  at  17/6  and  19  3 
suit  lengths,  which  cannot 
he  Bupassed  for  value  and 
suitability. 


SALMON 

AND 

TROUT 

RODS. 


REELS  of  SUPERIOR  METAL  and  FINISH. 

TYESIDE  LIES,  ALL  PURE  SILK. 

THOEOUGHLY  WATEEPEOOFED. 


SEND  FOR 
LIST  TO 
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GREY 

STREET, 


NEWCASTLE. 


Slit.  1818. 

Ten  Prize  laedale. 


(THE  SFOSTSMAirS  VASB  BCECU91. 

HEERING’S 

ONi7  GENUINE 


Gold  Uedzli, 
Peril,  1878, 
London,  1884 


COPENHAGEN  CKEHHY  BRANOV 


PRICE  Is,  l^d.  and  2s.  9d.  PER  BOX. 


FETES  F.  HEESlirO, 


Purveyor  by  Appolnbmente  lo  the  Royal  Danish  and  Imperial  Russian  Conrta  and  H.B.H.  the  Frlnoe  of  Walei. 
Sold  by  all  respectable  Wine  Merohanta. 


BEST  QUALITY. 


/ 


Less  5 per  cent, 
discount  for  cash. 


1/3 


/ 


net. 


SECOND  QUALITY. 


Less  5 per  cent, 
discount  for  cash. 


!/■ 


/-  net. 


The  Waterproof  Manufacturers, 

37,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET, 


IL.ONI503N,  E.C. 


j}  B.—AU  rights  reserved  in  articles  •published  in 
paper. 

Scotch  Salmon  Rivers  — The  1893  Back-Knd 

Angrlinff  ...  

Trout  Wishing  on  the  Thames 

Oppian’s  Halioutics 

Scotch  Notes  

On  English  Lagoons  ... 

To  Prevent  Wading  Socks  Slipping  Do 

A Fairish  Day 

Waltoniana  

Notices  ^ 

Float  Fishing  in  the  Midlands 

Some  Notes  on  the  Onse 

Correspondence 


&c. 


315 
31G 

316 

317 

318 

319 

319 

320 
320 

320 

321 
323 


— notice.  

The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  evwy  Saturday, 
and  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and 
Son’s  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News- 
agents and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 

CommuMSions  relating  to  the  Literary 

Fishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review  &c., 
should  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  E^tor  of 
theFiSHiNG  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan  s House,  ietter- 
lane,  London.  .,  r 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addiesses, 
Lt  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  f ® 

a guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  oom- 
munications.  - 

rrepms  of  SotoKcriptioo. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  a^  Co., 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dunstan  s House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made.  , r 4. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland  ...  •••  ^93.  . 

„ Six  Months  ditto  ditto  5s.  4d. 

,,  Three  Months  ditto  ditto  3s.  »a. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  sub- 

scription,  including  postage 

Applications  respecting  advertisements  *ould  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 

Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address.— “ EIVSAM,  London.” 
TELEPHONE  No.  2679. 


— mt  — 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  21st,  1893. 


SCOTCH  SALMON  RIVERS. 
THE  1893  BACK-END  ANGLING. 
(Continued  from  page  297.) 


By  W.  Murdoch. 

Freshets  have  occurred,  and  latterly  the  rivers 
of  the  Solway  have  generally  been  in  pretty  fair 
angling  trim.  As  a result  sport  has  looked  up, 
and  some  moderate  takes  of  goodish  fish  have 
been  secured.  Still,  neither  in  the  Esk  nor  the 
Annan,  which  are  accounted  the  two  earliest 
rivers  of  the  “ west  side  ” to  get  into  full  back- 
end  angling  swing,  have  many  of  the  rods  as  yet 
scored  up  to  their  expectations.  The  head  ot 
fish  now  inland  is  reported  as  fairly  strong  ; still 
no  run  of  great  magnitude,  such  as  is  usual 
before  this  time  of  the  season,  is  believed  to  have 
taken  place.  This,  by  those  in  “the  know,  is 
attributed  to  the  too  desperate  netting  in  the 
Solway,  which  is  carried  on  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  open  time  for  nets. 

The  season  on  the  Ness,  which  has  now  ended, 
has  proved  of  less  than  average  merit.  This 
result,  disappointing  to  the  rods  1 have  no  doubt, 
has  to  be  attributed  in  a large  measure  to  the 
absence  of  drawing  winds  and  waters,  coupled 
with  the  prevalence  of  too  fine  weather  during 
the  few  weeks  immediately  succeeding  the  close 
of  the  netting  season.  The  latter  part  of  August 
and  the  first  half  of  September,  when  as  a rule 


sport  is  rife,  were  past  and  gone  before  on  any  of 
the  beats  takes  of  more  than  trivial  importance 
were  obtained.  Afterwards  better  angling 
weather  and  water  were  in  evidence,  and  a good 
head  of  fish  appeared  to  bo  forward,  yet  somehow 
or  other  sport  never  proved  steadily  goed  for  a 
week’s  length  of  time  on  end.  A number  of  the 
fish  caught  were,  however,  of  weights  Iconsider- 
ably  above  the  usual. 

The  Tweed,  on  which  for  common  the  back-end 
angling  is  late  in  commencing,  has  at  last  begun 
to  yield  sport  to  the  rod.  A fresh  took  place  last 
week,  and  with  it  came  away  to  make  the  ascent 
of  the  river  the  good  strength  of  fish  of  various 
sorts  that  had  accumulated  inshore  and  in  the 
estuary  during  the  interval  between  that  time 
and  the  close  of  the  netting,  throughout  the  most 
of  which  the  river  bad  kept  too  low  for  the 
heavier,  or,  indeed,  the  sizeable,  fish  taking . her 
readily.  Soon  now,  therefore,  should  weather 
and  water  conditions  prove  auspicious,  we  may 
reasonably  expect  to  hear  of  angling  doings  of  no 
mean  order  on  Tweed-side.  The  middle  of 
October  wutnesses  as  a I'ule  the  commencement 
on  the  Tweed  of  the  great  sport  with  the  back- 
enders,  for  the  yielding  of  which  this  river  has  of 
late  years  been  so  noted. 

On  the  Ythan,  which  is  the  latest  of  all  the 
important  back-end  1 orth-eastern  river.^,  the 
season  up  to  date  has  proved  more  prolific  ot 
sport  than  usual,  and  there  is  too,  all  the  rods  on 
the  different  beats  believe,  every  prospect  of  a 
grand  fishing  during  what  of  the  season  has  still 
to  run.  Timously  a heavy  flood  occurred  to 
draw  into  the  river  the  first-arrived-on-the- 
coast  of  the  autumn  fi.sh,  which  were  at  the  time 
in  good  strength,  and  readily  made  the  ascent, 
pushing  with  the  subsef|ueiit  round  running 
waters  vigorously  forward,  and  distributing  them- 
selves along  a great  length  of  river.  On  Lord 
Aberdeen's  fisheries,  permit  and  ]ireserveu.  lots  ot 
fine  fish  have  already  been  secured,  and  on  several 
of  the  stretches  more  seaward  even  better  sport 
has  been  obtained.  Ten  days  ago,  with  the  water 
running  in  good  volume  after  the  second  spate 
of  the”season,  another  heading  forward  took 
place  of  fish  fresh  from  the  sea,  and  with  this 
second  stocking  of  the  pools  a fresh  impetus  to 
sport  has  come  about.  Consequently,  in  not  ^ 
lengths  of  the  river,  there  already  is  a head  ot 
fishsuflneient  to  ensure  good  sport  until  the  finish 
of  the  season,  if  only  conditions  continue  to  be 
propitious.  On  the  river  itself,  as  likewise  on 
several  of  its  tributaries,  there  alrealy  have  been 
a number  of  days  when  sport  with  sea-trout 
proved  of  the  very  best  description  — to  the 
wormers  in  particular. 

Lossie  and  Ugie,  both  small  rivers,  have  eacn 
afforded  anglers  for  sea-trout  and  fiunock  a good 
deal  of  nice  sport  since  the  season  commenced, 
but  in  respect  of  salmon  and  grilse,  neither  01 
these  streams  is  accounted  of  much  merit  by 
anglers.  Both,  however,  do  yield  to  the  rod 
Ugie  usually  yielding  best,  giving,  besides  a 
number  of  grilse  and  small  salmon,  a few  weignty 
back-enders.  Already  on  it  this  autumn  some 
nice  fish  have  been  caught,  and  if  in  the  near 
future  another  spate  should  occur,  sport  is  almost 
sure  to  be  in  the  ascendant  and  to  continue  good 
(for  the  Ugie)  until  the  finish  of  the  season. 

The  Ugie,  North  Ugie,  South  Ugie,  Ythan, 
Philorth,  Wat’r  of  Oruden,  Ebrie,  Bronie,  and 
Water  of  Gight — lengths  of  all  these  streams— 
yield  famously  of  sea-trout  and  finnock  in  the 
back-end,  from  the  time  between  the  height  ot 
floods  and  the  perfect  clearing  of  the  water  ; but 
of  course  it  is  with  the  worm  that  the  best  results 

are  obtained.  . . .1 

On  the  Don,  where  sport  is  now  improving,  tlie 
angling  has  jogged  along,  being  neither  very 
brilliant  nor  yet  particularly  poor.  Succeeding 
the  heavy  flood  of  nigh  a month  ago,  sport  com- 
menced on  the  lower  reaches  with  the  salmon  ot 
the  first  ascent  for  the  back-end.  On  the  pools 
and  casts  of  these  reaches,  which  all  are  below  or 
connected  with  the  monstrous  dyke  obstructions, 
the  fishing  as  usual  has  been  terribly  hard  pushed, 
and  report  hath  it  that  anglers  skilled  in  the  use 
of  the  “ pappar-rap  ” have  done  some  noble  execu- 
tion. On  the  whole,  however,  the  rods  on  the 
private,  as  on  the  ticket-beat,  ivaters,  have  not 
had  such  sport  up  to  date  as  is  got  during  a back- 
end of  usual  merit.  Unquestionably  a peat 
strength  of  fish  has  now  run  the  river,  with  the 
result  that  the  whole  length  of  the  middle  reaches 


has  become  very  well  stocked  indeed.  But  some- 
how or  other— probably  on  account  of  the  “sawing, 
feeling,  and  raking  ” — the  fish  show  a marked  dis- 
inclination to  come  up  to  the  lly,  or  any  other 
lightly  fished  lure.  This  notwithstanding,  some 
of  the  rods  on  the  Grandholme  (changing  beat) 
water  have  had  a fine  run  of  sport,  obtained  by 
light  spinning.  The  erstwhile  notorious  feaugh 
Pot”  has,  I understand,  been  barred,  but  on 
“ Bengie,”  the  Cruives,  and  the  Mill  waters,  there 
have  repeatedly  been  great  takes  of  fish  by  those 
who  know  how  to  do  it.  There  is  no  mysterious 
secret  concerning  the  knack  of  successfully 
fishing  many  of  the  nether  Don  lengths  and 
pools;  it  is  all  open  and  above  board  as  to  how 
the  fish  are  coaxed  to  let  flash  at  tp  lures. 
Whether  or  not  they  rise  freely,  they  will  some- 
how or  other  be  got  in  these  lower  lengths  of 
river,  to  which  practically  the  whole  head  of  them 
is  confined  by  reason  of  the  obstructions,  which 
only  when  the  water  is  in  round  running  volume 
are  fairly  passable  and  pretty  freely  surmounted. 
With  the  few  floods  that  have  occurred  and  their 
tailing  off,  fair  chances  have  been  given  of  ascent, 
and  now  at  last  there  is  pyond  the  obstructions 
a fair  appearance  of  fish  in  the  different  reaches, 
which  daring  the  latter  part  of  October  are 
usually  of  from  fair  to  good  account  for  back-end 
angling.  However,  so  far  inland  as  Alford,  where 
there  are  hotel  fishings,  practically  nothing  has 
yet  been  done,  and  no  takes  of  any  great  account 
that  I have  heard  of  have  been  inide  on  the  K^^' 
tore  Burgh  water,  a nominally  free  stretch  whiep 
some  autumns  yields  an  immense  number  of  fish. 

As  regards  lures,  little  hitherto  this  autumn  has 
been  done  with  the  phantom,  and  less  with  the 
fly  and  the  prawn.  The  gudgeon,  the  brown- 
backed  Devon,  and  the  “ pappar-rap,”  known  as 
the  Jeckie  in  the  days  of  honest  angling,  if  not 
used  the  most,  have  unquestionably  been  used 
with  the  most  success.  Up  to  the  time  of 
writing  I have  heard  of  no  specially  large  fish  to 
the  rod. 

The  Dee  has  not  by  any  means  done  brdUantly 
as  yet.  With  successive  floods,  it  has  had  succes- 
sive strong  runs  of  fish,  and  never  once  within  the 
pastsix  w°ekshas  it  been  too  lowfor“real  decent” 
ano-ling.  Except  for  three  or  four  days  in  the  month 
of  September,  when  the  melting  of  the  snow  on 
the  hills  affected  it,  the  river  has  all  along  been 
of  a temperature  calculated  to  cause  the  fish  to 
run  quickly  forward.  Hence  with  the  floods, 
and  the  several  little  moves,  they  have  shot  away 
up  r'lver,  and  many  of  them  have  now  reached 
the  Glen  Tana,  Cambus  o’  May,  and  Ballater 
sections,  from  forty  to  fifty  miles  inland.  This 
fast  running  of  the  fish  has  unquestionably  been 
to  the  loss  of  the  anglers  of  the  fairly  lower  and 
middle  reaches,  and  decidedly  to  the  gain  of  those 
on  the  more  inland  waters.  It  is,  as  it  were,  a 
turning  for  once  of  matters  upside  down.  Almost 
every  year  the  former  reaches  of  rivei,  until 
within  a fortnight  of  the  finish,  fish  very  much 
better  than  the  waters  about  Aboyne  and  beyond. 
But  this  autumn  few  of  them  have  yielded  their 
customary  crack  sport,  all  owing  to  the  drawing 
waters  having  enabled  the  fish  at  so  early  a date 
to  distribute  themselves  along  such  a great 
mile.age  of  river.  In  a word,  the  uncommonly 
early'^wide  distribution  of  the  fish  has  disr 
tributed  the  sport  more  evenly  than  is  usual 
before  the  last  fortnight  along  a vast  length 
of  river,  and  thus,  on  the  fairly  lower  and  middle 
reaches,  has  caused  anglers  the  loss  of  ihernagni- 
ficent  sport  which  commonly  falls  to  them,  before 
anything  is  done  about  Aboyne  or  farther  inland. 
The  off  and  on  moving  of  the  water,  from  keep- 
ing the  fish  running,  has  proved  much  against 
sport,  and  though  anglers  have  worked  with  g 
will,  plying  hard  gudgeon,  phantom,  fly,  and 
prawn,  but  very  few  of  them  have  yet  succeeded 
in  dropping  upon  risers  so  frequently  as  was  ox- 

^ The  ancfling  goes  on  in  great  style  on  the  lower 
lengths  of  the  North  Esk— those  below  the  noto- 
rious Oraigo  Dyke,  the  surmounting  of  whmh  by 
the  salmon  is  said  by  the  Dundee  Advertisir  to 
be  “one  of  the  rights  of  the  river.”  Further 
inland,  however,  the  sport  has  not  proved  much 
at  all  as  yet.  But  soon,  if  the  general _ expecta- 
tion is  verified,  it  will  be  coming  on  in  pretty 
clinking  style.  The  far  too  great  dabbling  with 
the  prawn  that  constantly  goes  on  on  ditlerent 
beats  below  the  Craigo  Dyke  is  alone  sufficient 
to  account  for  the  fish  rising  badly  ivhen  they 
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get  up  into  the  more  inland  waters.  A splendid 
44-pounder  was  secured  last  week  by  one  of  the 
rods  fishing  with  prawn. 

The  South  Esk  has,  as  a whole,  done  well  up 
to  date,  in  respect  of  its  back-end  reputation. 
Lots  of  fish  are  already  far  up  it,  and  with 
every  rise  of  water  fresh  relays  are  running. 
On  the  Kinnaird  Castle  waters,  which  are  the 
cream  of  the  river,  the  sporting  tenant  and  his 
friends  have  already  made  a good  fishing,  having 
almost  steadily  had  something,  and  on  some  days 
capital  takes. 
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By  Stbathearn. 

It  was  some  years  after  my  experiences  at 
Marlow  before  I again  found  myself  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Thames,  with  sufficient  leisure  to 
devote  some  of  it  to  angling.  In  the  summer  of 
1887  I was  staying  near  Windsor  with  a friend, 
“ H.,”  and  we  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  capital 
boating  and  bathing  and  charming  country  walks 
which  abound  in  that  locality. 

In  our  rambles  about  the  river  we  constantly 
saw  trout  rising  or  showing  near  the  surface  when 
feeding,  and  usually  in  about  the  same  place.  I 
remember  one  large  fish  occasionally  on  view 
above  the  bridge ; another  fine  fellow  we  often 
saw  feeding  close  to  Boveney  Lock,  and  many 
others  in  various  parts  of  the  river.  Some  of 
these,  for  aught  I know,  may  have  defied  the 
yearly  attacks  of  anglers,  and,  grown  to  stately 
proportions,  may  still  furrow  the  smooth  waters 
of  the  Thames  as  they  dart  through  it  in  pursuit 
of  some  tiny  fish.  In  short,  we  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  there  were  plenty  of  trout,  if  only 
they  could  be  induced  to  look  at  such  objects  as 
artificial  flies  and  natural  baits  in  a proper  and 
taking  light. 

Equipped  with  a favourite  greenheart  salmon 
rod,  which  had  killed  numerous  salmon  in  Old 
Scotland,  I passed  many  an  afternoon  trying  to 
suit  the  taste  of  the  capricious  ones  with  Jock 
Scotts,  Dusty  Millers,  Favourites,  and  Fancies 
innumerable ; my  friend  the  while,  with  a regula- 
tion Thames  spinning  rod,  working  a silvery 
bleak  or  minnow  behind  me.  The  stream  below 
Windsor  Bridge,  that  below  the  weir  at  Romney 
Lock,  the  fine  stretch  of  quiet  water  behind  old 
Windsor  Lock,  the  weir  at  Boveney,  were  all  alike 
thoroughly  prospected ; and  though  in  the  first 
and  last  of  these  places  I rose  some  small  trout, 
while  H.  ran  and  lost  a good  fish  below  the 
bridge,  an  unkind  fortune  still  withheld  from  us 
that  crowning  satisfaction  to  the  Thames  angler 
a fat  and  lusty  trout.  ’ 

It  was  really  tantalising ! Day  after  day  I 
cast  the  most  tempting  of  flies  over  the  most 

promising  streains  imaginable;  places  where 

had  salmon  been  in  question — the  capture  of  one 
would  have  seemed  nearly  a certainty  ; but  these 
Thames  trout  treated  all  our  attempts  with  the 
same  provoking  indifference,  and  not  unfrequently 
their  offences  by  showing,  in 
seeming  mockery,  a broad  side  or  shanely  tail 
after  we  had  passed. 

Strolling  one  day  into  the  fishing  tackle  shop 
by  the  bridge,  I imparted  my  troubles  to  the 
genial  proprietor  thereof.  “ Ah  !”  said  he,  rubbing 
his  hands.  ” a nice  fri«ky  live  bait’s  the  thing  for 
em.  “You  see,  sir,”  he  continued,  “I  don’t 
think  our  trout  are  quite  educated  up  to  the 
artificial  fly  business  yet,  and  as  for  spinning, 
why  they  see  nothing  else  all  day  long,  but  you 
just  try  a live  bait.” 

I was  obliged  to  confess  my  entire  ignorance 
ot  the  science  in  question,  though  the  admission, 
lowered  me  somewhat  in  the  estimation 
of  the  man  of  rod  and  tackle.  However,  after 
some  further  consultation  with  him,  I left  the 
shop  determined  before  many  days  were  over  to 
engage  a local  fisherman  and  punt,  to  explore  the 
mptenes  of  live  bait  fishing,  and  to  make  a final 
attempt  to  deceive  an  unwary  trout  to  his  doom. 
■Lappeiit  vient  en  mangeant,  and  though  any  in- 
crease in  our  taste  for  fishing  could  not  be  attri- 
buted to  success,  yet  the  mere  fact  of  handling  a 
rod,  combined  with  the  difficulty  experienced  in 
ettecting  a capture,  bad  very  decidedly  increased 
the  ardour  both  of  H.  and  myself,  and  we  were 
keen  for  slaughter. 
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I arranged  to  meet  the  local  expert— William 
by  name  at  a small  hotel  by  the  river  much 
patronised  by  Eton  boys,  some  distance  above 
Boveney  Lock;  and,  chartering  a dogcart  for  the 
occcasion,  I found  friend  William  duly  prepared 
with  punt,  baits,  &c. 

The  day  promised  well;  a slight  breeze  from 
the  west  touched  here  and  there  the  surface  of 
the  water,  bending  tall  reeds  in  rustling  undu- 
lations, and  gently  stirring  the  tender  green 
foliage  on  tree  and  bush;  detached  masses  of 
fleecy  clouds  obscured  at  frequent  intervals  the 
pleasant  rays  of  the  May  sun,  their  reflection 
travelling  shadowlike  athwart  the  broad  river. 

Discoursing  meanwhile  on  various  anglino' 
topics,  we  dropped  quietly  down  stream,  and  our 
punt  was  soon  tied  up  in  a fairly  strong  current 
not  far  from  the  left  bank. 

Anglers  accustomed  to  the  use  of  live  bait  are 
hereby  warned  off!  for  I candidly  confess  that 
on  this  May  day  I learnt  for  the  first  time  the 
theory  of  the  art,  with  such  results  in  practice  as 
will  shortly  appear.  Some  of  my  readers,  how- 
ever, may  not  be  initiated  in  this  branch  of 
angling,  and  for  their  benefit — a warning — I pen 
these  lines. 

Rod  and  tackle,  with  a Nottingham  reel  and 
easy-running  line,  were  soon  ready,  and  my 
instructor,  taking  a small  fish  from  the  well 
fixed  it  carefully  on  the  hook.  The  average 
depth  near  the  punt  appearing  to  be  about  5ft.,  a 
quill  float  was  adjusted  some  4ft.  from  the  bait, 
which  was  then  placed  gently  in  the  water.  The 
tackle  for  live  bait  consists  of  a fair-sized  treble 
hook  tied  on  strong  single  gut,  with  a smalt 
single  hook  above  it.  The  bait  is  appended  to 
the  latter  by  the  skin  of  the  back,  and  care  should 
be  taken  to  avoid  injuring  it  in  the  process;  the 
treble,  wherein  lies  the  point  of  the  deception 
hanging  free  beneath  the  bait.  The  unfortunate 
small  fish  that  had  been  selected  as  decoy 
struggled  vigorously  to  free  itself,  the  float’ 
bobbing  slightly  to  erch  tug,  travelling  mean- 
while steadily  down  with  the  current. 

While  letting  out  the  line,  I resumed  a cross- 
examination  to  which  I had  been  subjecting 
William  as  to  the  exact  procedure  to  be  adopted 
on  the  advent  of  a trout : ^ 

“ Now,  William,  I want  to  know  when  I am  to 
strike ; supposing  a fish  takes  the  bait  and  the 
float  goes  under,  how  long  am  I to  give  him  .»  ” 
“Well,  sir,”  replied  my  attendant,  “some 
strikes  sooner  than  others,  and  vou  mustn’t  not 
on  no  account  give  him  too  long,  nor  yet  be  too 
ard  on  him,  though  you  wants  to  be  firm  with 
em,  too.  I knows  as  how  there’s  two  good  trout 
here,  anyways,  ’cause  I sees  ’em  most  every  day.” 
This  souuded  hopeful,  but,  not  being"  very  defi- 
nite,  I tried  again  : 

But  what  I want  to  know  is  how  long  I am  to 
wait  after  the  float  goes  under  before  striking.^  ” 
William  scratched  his  grey  head  meditatively, 
and  surveyed  the  float,  now  some  distance  away.’ 
Lou  give  him  about  arf  a minute,  sir,  more 
or  less,  according  as  how  he  comes  to  it : but  I 
loses  a many  fine  trout  with  genlemen  as  ain’t 
accustomed  like.” 

William,  in  short,  on  discovering  my  lament- 
able ignorance,  had  adopted  a tone  of  resignation 
that  was  rather  trying.  However,  I plucked  up 
spirit,  for  had  I not  many  a time  captured  the 
noble  salmon  with  frequent  trout  in  distant  Scot- 
land ; had  not  the  huge  xuahseer  of  the  mio-hty 
rivers  of  Hindostan  fallen  victims  to  my  rodfand 
was  I to  be  defeated  by  a Thames  trout,  a punt, 
aud  a dejected  fisherman.^  No!  the  thouofit 
should  not  be  entertained  for  a moment.  ° 

But  “ pride  comes  before  a fall,”  says  the  wise 
man.  The  float  was  now  about  thirty  yards  dis- 
tant and  still  jerking  about,  as  the  lively  bait 
pulled  it  in  different  directions.  Suddenly  it 
gave  a more  decided  bob  than  usual  ; a slight 
disturbance  showed  in  the  water,  and  in  a second 
the  float  plunged  rapidly  beneath  the  surface, 
Ihats  a trout!”  exclaimed  William.  “Now 
you  mind  what  I’ve  been  a tellin’  you,  sir,  and 
give  him  plenty  of  time.”  It  was  an  exciting 
moment,  but  I waited  the  stipulated  half  minute 
as  far  as  I could  judge,  letting  out  the  line  freely 
meanwhile,  and  then  gave  a good  strong  pull.  I 
felt  the  trout  resisting  me  and  for  a second  I 
thought  he  was  hooked  ; but  alas  ! the  resistance 
quickly  gave  way  and  I pulled  in  the  line  only  to 
nnd  that  both  bait  and  trout  had  disappeared, 
'■lies  off,”  I exclaimed,  aud  turned  round  to 
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William  for  consolation.  That  worthy’s  face  wa 
a study ; his  mahogany-coloured  visage  was  aii 
puckered  up  and  his  lips  grimly  compressed.  A 
length  his  feeling  i found  relief  in  speech— 
solemnly,  but  with  suppressed  wrath — “ Yoi 
waited  too  long,  sir,  you  should  have  struck  ’in 
before.  We’d  have  had  that  there  trout  in  thii 
here  punt  for  sartin’  if  you  had’nt  been  so  slow.’ 
Ibis  was  a little  too  much!  and  for  severa 
minutes  an  animated  argument  was  carried  on,  as 
I attempted  to  prove  to  the  faithless  William  thal 
I had  implicitly  followed  his  instructions. 

The  production  of  the  whisky  flask  and  a good 
cram  of  its  contents  at  length  restored  my  com- 
panion’s equanimity  ; and,  as  he  assured  me  that 
there  was  not  the  slightest  chance  of  the  same 
trout  coming  again,  we  unmoored  the  punt  and 
dropped  further  down  stream.  We  brought  up 
again  close  to  the  left  bank,  at  a place  where  the 
water  ran  in  deep  and  swirling  eddies  past  piles 
supporting  the  bank.  A charming  villa  stood 
liack  from  the  water’s  edge  just  opposite  to  us, 
its  trim  lawn  of  velvety  turf,  with  neatly  kept 
flower  beds,  sloping  gently  down  to  the  river; 
just  above  us  several  boats  securely  chained  and 
padlocked  under  a beautiful  laburnum  tree — its 
long  and  delicate  tendrils  almost  touching  the 
water — rocked  gently  to  the  tiny  waves  raised  by 
fitful  puffs  of  wind. 

William  informed  me  that  this  stream  was  the 
haunt  of  an  ancient  trout  of  huge  proportions, 
and,  in  consequence,  I watched  the  float  for  some 
time  with  unusual  anxiety,  till  my  eyes  ached 
with  the  effort  to  distinguish  it  against  the 
ruffled  water.  This  trout,  however,  preferred  to 
retain  his  massive  proportions  in  the  element  for 
which  they  were  intended,  and  did  not  condescend 
to  afford  us  so  much  as  a glimpse ; so  after 
giving  him  a long  trial,  we  moved  on  in  quest  of 
more  voracious  or  less  experienced  fish.  We 
tried  various  parts  of  the  river  without  success, 
the  monotony  of  gazing  at  that  quill  float  only 
varied  by  an  interval  for  luncheon  and  a dram  or 
two  of  Scotch  whisky. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  we  tried  as  a last 
resource  a deep  and  rapid  stream  by  the  towing- 
path  on  the  right  bank,  where  William  had  seen 
a good  trout  feeding.  I should  state  that  since 
our  misadventure  in  the  morning,  William  had 
continued  to  impress  upon  me  the  necessity  of  not 
being  so  slow  in  the  event — rather  remote  it 
appeared  now — of  another  trout  taking  the  bait ; 
he  was  not  very  definite  about  it,  “ Neither  too 
hard  nor  yet  too  slow,”  being  the  burden  of  his 
advice. 

About  the  third  or  fourth  cast  in  the  stream 
where  we  were  now  moored,  the  little  bait  showed 
symptoms  of  unusual  liveliness ; when  suddenly, 
as  It  splashed  feebly  right  at  the  surface,  a large 
trout  came  at  it,  springing,  salmon-like,  right  over 
the  water.  I struck  sharply,  for  so  I had  always 
been  accustomed  to  do  when  salmon  came  to  the 
fly  in  this  manner.  I struck,  but  there  was  no 
answering  pull;  the  line  came  away  unresist- 
ing, and  the  trout  disappeared  and  was  seen  no 
more ! 
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{Continued  from  page  300  ) 

By  R.  B.  Marston. 

The  Third  Book  of  Oppian’s  Halieutics  describes 
how  fish  are  taken  by  the  arts  of  man. 

How  captive  Shoals  reward  the  Fisher’s  Toils, 

What  force  subdues,  or  specious  Fraud  beguiles. 

His  picture  of  what  manner  of  man  a fisher- 
man should  be  may  first  be  quoted.  It  will 
be  seen  that  it  hears  a strong  resemblance  in 
many  respects  to  the  description  of  the  “ Complete 
Angler,”  given  by  Dame  Juliana  Berners,  John 
Dennys,  and  Walton. 

Oppian’s  Fisherman. 

Fam’d  Maia’s  Sou.  if  P’ishers’  Suppliant  Pray’rs 
with  fateful  Accent  ever  charm’d  your  Ears 
Projiitious  to  their  Bard,  your  Aid  impart,  ’ 

And  make  the  Verse  as  famous  as  the  Art.' 

Fisher’s  Limbs  compact  and  soun.l, 

With  solid  Flesh,  and  woll-brac’d  sinews  bound. 

Let  due  Proportion  ev’ry  Part  commend. 

Nor  Leanness  shrink  too  much,  nor  Fat  distend. 

Oft  some  stout  Fish  a vig’rous  fight  maintains 
Suspends  the  Conquest,  and  disputes  his  Chains 
With  grappling  Fins  asserts  his  native  Place 
Nor  tamely  quits  his  Mother  Sea’s  Embrace.  ’ 

Oft  he  must  scale  the  Clift,  whose  tow’ring  Brow 
With  rugged  Frown  surveys  the  Waves  below  ; 


With  bending  Oars  the  foaming  Surface  sweep, 

Or  search  the  dark  Recesses  of  the  Deep. 

Let  wat’ry  Labours  be  his  chief  Content, 

The  briny  Seas  his  natural  Element.  ^ 

Judicious  Art  with  long  Experience  joyn’d 
Inform  the  ready  Dictates  of  his  Mind. 

Pishes  by  various  Wiles  elude  their  Fates, 

The  Wit  that  dire  Extremity  creates. 

Let  Resolution  all  his  Passions  sway, 

Nor  Pleasures  charm  his  Mind,  nor  Pears  dismay. 

From  short  Repose  let  early  Vigour  rise. 

And  all  his  Soul  awaken  with  his  Eyes. 

Well  let  his  Patience  and  his  Health  sustain 
Jove’s  piercing  Storms,  and  Sirius’  sultry  Reign. 

Let  him  with  constant  Love  the  Sea  pursue. 

With  eager  Joy  the  pleasing  Toil  renew. 

So  Thetis  shall  reward  her  faithful  Swain, 

And  all  his  Labours  please  the  God  of  Gain. 

Following  this  admirable  description  of  what 
he  fisherman  himself  should  be,  we  have  this 
cconnt  of  the  different  kinds  of  fishers  and  the 
ackle  they  employ : 

By  those  who  curious  have  their  Art  defin’d 
Four  sorts  of  Fishers  are  distinct  assign’d. 

The  first  in  Hooks  delight ; here  some  prepare 
The  Angle’s  taper  Length,  and  twisted  Hair ; 

Others  the  tougher  Threads  of  Flax  entwine, 

Rut  firmer  Hands  sustain  the  sturdy  Line. 

A third  prevails  by  more  compendious  Ways, 

While  num’rous  Hooks  one  common  Line  displays. 

The  next  with  Nets  wide-wafting  skim  the  Seas, 

But  diff’rent  Forms,  with  diff’rent  Prospects  please. 
Some  hurl  the  leaded  Casting-Net  around. 

And  drag  the  Circle  less’ning  from  the  Ground. 

The  wide  extended  Seine  and  Trammel  sweep 
The  shelving  Beach,  the  Drag-net  skims  the  Deep. 

The  Hoop-Nets  conick  Lab’rinth  plies  the  Shore, 
Heave-Nets  the  Fishes’  oozy  Beds  explore. 

A thousand  Names  a Fisher  might  rehearse 
That  shun  untractable  the  smoother  Verse. 

The  Third  the  mazy  Weel’s  Enclosure  bait. 

Unequal  gains  the  scanty  Labour  wait. 

No  constant  Care  th’  indulgent  Sports  require. 

To  sleep  the  Fishers  from  their  Charge  retire. 

To  them  ev’n  Sleep  has  learnt  to  be  sincere, 

And  Dreams  of  Wealth  the  sure  Event  declare. 

Waking  they  find  th’  imaginary  Prize 
In  airy  Forms  prelude  to  reel  Joys. 

Others  the  Trident’s  ghastly  Terrors  wield. 

And  purple  Conquests  stain  the  watry  Field. 

These  various  Arms  the  Fisher’s  Toils  attend. 

Well  known  the  Form  of  each,  and  proper  End. 

Then  Oppian  gives  us  an  account  of  the  manner 
in  which  fish  of  various  kinds  endeavour  to  evade 
the  net  or  release  themselves  from  the  hook.  We 
anglers  look  back,  as  into  a far  past,  to  the  time 
when  our  earliest  writers  on  angling  advised  the 
use  of  wire  above  the  hook  to  prevent  the  sever- 
ance of  the  line  by  the  sharp  teeth  of  the  pike ; 
but  here,  much  more  than  a thousand  years 
before  the  earliest  of  them,  Oppian  tells  us  how 
fish  with  grinding  rows  of  teeth  tear  the  crack- 
ling hair. 

Hence  taught,  the  Fishers  arm  their  lowest  Line, 
And  next  the  Hook  the  ductile  Wire  adjoyn. 

In  an  interesting  description  of  the  baits  used 
by  the  fisher,  Oppian  mentions  the  different  kinds 
of  small  fish  which  are  most  killing  for  various 
large  ones. 

Thus  larger  Hinds ; the  Fair  One  of  the  Seas 
Nam’d  from  his  beauteous  Form  young  Tu?inies  please. 
On  the  small  Cod  the  full  grown  Tunnie  feeds, 

# # * # * 

To  created  Horse-tails  hungry  Sword-fish  haste. 

And  Mullets  please  the  Shark’s  judicious  Taste. 

It  is  difficult  to  know  where  to  stop  in  these 
quotations  from  the  “ Halieutics,”  every  page  is 
interesting  to  anyone  who  cares  about  fish  and 
their  ways,  and  every  now  and  then  the  author 
suddenly  breaks  off  in  his  description  to  bring  in 
some  analogy  or  apostrophize  some  object  or 
person,  as,  for  instance,  Hunger  in  the  following 
fine  lines : — 

Oppian's  Lines  to  Hunoeb. 

Hunger,  thou  in-bred  Fiend,  whose  stern  Commands 
Nor  Brutes,  nor  lordly  Man  himself  withstands. 
Extortioner,  to  All  alike  unkind. 

Slave  to  the  Sense,  but  Rebel  to  the  Mind  ; 

All  Appetites  to  thee.  All  Passions  yield. 

And  Reason  quits  the  scarce  disputed  Field. 

Her  Throne  usurp’d.  Companions  of  thy  State, 
Stinging  Disgrace  and  vengeful  Ate  wait. 

Thy  Pow’r  the  winged  Songster’s  Flight  o’ertakes. 
And  drives  the  Lion  roaring  thro’  the  Brakes ; 
Pursues  the  Serpent  thro’  the  mazy  Way, 

And  o’er  the  Reptil  World  asserts  the  Sway. 

But  when  thou  div’st  to  liquid  Worlds  below. 

The  Sea-born  Kinds  thy  fiercest  Fury  know. 

Here  various  Deaths  thy  fierce  Emotions  wait : 

On  Earth  thou  triflest,  but  in  Eeas  art  Fate. 


The  ocean  is  supposed  to  be  teeming  with  fish, 
ind  consequently  also  with  the  food  on  which  they 
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exist,  but  I think  it  is  quite  probable  that  Oppian 
is  right  in  saying  that,  as  compared  with  the 
consuming  fire  of  hunger  which  pervades  the  fish 
world,  that  which  terrestrial  animals  feel  is 
trifling.  It  is  a good  thing  fish  do  not  roar  when 
they  are  hungry,  for  if  they  did,  those  “ who  go 
down  to  the  sea  in  ships  ” would  hear  some 
frightful  noises.  As  an  instance  of  the  widespread 
famine  which  at  times  exists  in  the  ocean  may 
be  mentioned  that  curious  sight  sometimes  wit- 
nessed off  the  north  coasts  of  Scotland,  when  a 
great  army  of  gaunt,  hungry  cod-fish  drifts  help- 
lessly past,  so  weak  from  hunger  that  their  feeble 
fins  hardly  serve  to  balance  them  in  the  water, 
too  weak  even  to  eat  each  other.  One  can  only 
surmise  the  cause  of  this  ghostly  fish  procession ; 
it  seems  possible  to  me  that  some  pestilence  or 
sudden  convulsion  of  nature  may  have  destroyed 
their  food  in  their  accustomed  feeding  places,  and 
that,  driven  by  hunger,  they  migrated  in  search 
of  food,  and  had  to  cross  one  of  those  Saharas  of 
the  ocean  which  are  more  numerous  and  exten- 
sive than  those  of  the  land. 

Some  years  ago  there  was  an  immense  falling 
off  in  the  menhaden  fishery  along  the  Atlantic 
coast  of  the  United  States,  and,  if  I remember 
rightly,  it  was  attributed  to  the  destruction  of 
the  food  of  these  fish  of  the  herring  family  by 
some  catastrophy  affecting  a large  area  of  the 
ocean  bed  in  and  near  the  Gulf  of  Florida.  The 
voracity  of  fish  is  well  known,  also  that  their 
digestive  powers  are  far  greater  than  those  of 
any  other  animals  ; in  fact,  some  writers  attribute 
almost  miraculous  powers  to  the  gastric  juices  of 
a fish.  . ... 

I have  for  many  years  past  made  inquiries  in 
all  pxrts  of  the  world  where  salmon  come  up  out 
of  the  sea  into  the  rivers  to  spawn,  viz.,  in  our 
own  country,  in  Germany,  Scandinavia,  New- 
foundland, Canada,  British  Columbia,  and  along 
the  Pacific  coast  of  the.United  States,  especially 
on  the  Columbia  river,  noted  for  its  immense 
export  of  canned  salmon;  my  inquiries  were 
directed  to  ascertain  if  food  was  ever  found  in 
their  stomachs  after  they  had  been  for  a few 
hours  in  fresh — not  brackish — water.  The  reply 
was  always  the  same  : food  was  found  in  salmon 
caught  in  estuaries  in  salt  water,  but  nothing  what- 
ever after  they  had  been  any  time  in  fresh  water. 
Of  course,  I know  salmon  will  rush  at  a bait,  for 
I have  caught  them  with  artificial  Hies,  with 
angels,  with  phantoms,  and  with  prawns,  and  I 
know  they  will  take  a bunch  of  lob-worms  in  a 
roily  water.  My  argument  is,  that  if  salmon 
when  in  our  rivers  required  good  square  meals 
daily,  as  pike,  perch,  trout,  and  other  fresh-water 
fish  do,  they  would  destroy  every  living  thing, 
because  they  are  the  most  active  of  all  fish,  and 
come  in  such  vast  armies  that  the  native  fresh- 
water inhabitants  could  find  no  escape  from 
them. 

Just  imagine  for  a moment  the  thousands  of 
salmon  of  all  sizes,  from  a few  pounds  up  to  fifty 
or  sixty,  which  annually  traverse  the  greater 
part  of  our  salmon  rivers  ; imagine  these  fish  to 
possess  the  ferocious  characteristics  of  pike — the 
result  would  be  death  to  all  other  fish,  then  civil 
war  among  themselves,  and  finally  the  extinction 
of  the  species.  It  has  been  proved  that  salmon 
grow  very  fast  and  very  fat  in  the  sea,  and  it  is 
clear,  I think,  that  Frank  Buckland’s  theory  is 
correct,  viz.,  that  they  come  into  our  rivers 
provided  with  a rich  store  of  fat  on  which  they 
can  exist  for  a long  time  ; he  thought  that  old 
kelts  which  are  unable  to  get  away  to  the  sea 
may  destroy  other  fish  now  and  then. 

But  about  the  natural  history  of  the  salmon  we 
know  not  much  more  than  Walton  knew  ; it  is 
still  a secret  of  nature  as  to  where  the  millions  of 
salmon  have  their  feeding  grounds  in  the  ocean. 
Some  think  there  is  a sort  of  salmon  paradise 
around  the  North  Pole  ; it  is  a fact  that  they  are 
never  caught  in  deep  sea  fisheries,  that  fishermen 
who  capture  every  other  kind  of  sea  fish  with 
hooks,  and  deep  sea  trawls  never  ta,kethe  salmon. 
It  is  only  in  the  along-shore  fisheries,  stake  and 
other  nets  placed  to  intercept  his  passage  to  the 
rivers,  that  this  fish  is  taken  in  any  quantity  in 
saltwater. 

So  enthusiastic  are  Onpian’s  descriptions  of 
fishing  that  it  is  a thousand  pities  he  did  not 
know  the  glory  of  fighting  a twenty-pounder  on 
a light  greenheart  “ Castle  Connell  ” rod,  wading 
in  a rapid,  rocky  river. 

(To  he  continued.) 


By  Mac. 

Piio>r  Loch  Hope  west  to  Cape  Wrath,  and 
from  Cape  Wrath  south  to  Kyleskue,  the  sea,son, 
which  is  now  on  its  last  legs,  has  proved  a first- 
rate  one  for  sea-trout  angling.  Loch  Hope 
yielded  wonderful  baskets  for  a time  ; and  mr  an 
unusually  long  period  the  angling  on  Loch  Stack 
was  first-rate.  Takes  beating  the  best  known  of 
before  were  made  on  the  Durness  Kyle  ; and  on 
the  Bhiconich  and  Scourie  hotels’  waters  the 
sport,  seldom  before  better,  continued  to  keep 
up  well  until  unusually  long  over  in  the  season. 
The  Duart-More,  although  it  gave  but  few  bigger 
fish,  has  done  so  well  as  to  quite  re-establish  its 
name  for  sport  with  sea-trout. 


fcotc^  ^otes. 


Lord  Aberdeen  is  a most  generous  patron  of 
the  angle.  Annually  he  gives  fishing  to  an 
incredible  number  of  anglers,  who  are  allowed 
to  retain  all  the  fish  they  catch.  He  is  proprietor 
of  both  bauks,  and  possesses  exclusively  the 
salmon  angling  rights  along,  in  all,  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  miles  of  the  River  Ythan.  To  nearly  all 
and  sundry  who  make  application  he  issues 
mits  to  angle  for  salmon,  grilse,  sea-trqut,  and 
trout,  over  all  save  a small  portion  of  his  exten- 
sive and  prolific  fishery.  On  these  permits  it  is 
stated  that  the  mode  of  fishing  is  restricted  to 
the  fly.  But  heedless  of  the  restriction,  and  most 
ungratefully  abusing  the  privilege,  numbers  of 
anglers  have  of  late  years  got  into  the  habit  of 
fishing  with  anything  and  everything  they  cou^ld 
think  of.  Some  I grant  may  have  done  this 
thoughtlessly,  but  others,  it  is  well  known, 
have  done  it  quite  intentionally  because  of 
apprehending  no  danger  of  being  interfered 
with.  But  now  they  had  better  apprehend 
it,  as  the  restriction  on  the  permit  will  be 
strictly  enforced,  and  a second  ^ warning  to 
any  one  found  fishing  with  anything  save  ^e 
fly  will  be  equivalent  to  the  cancelling  of  his 
permit,  and  barring  him  from  ever  in  the  fiRure 
abusing  his  lordship’s  generous  privilege.  This, 
at  least,  is  what  I hear. 

On  the  Lyon  last  week  was  killed  a salmon 
321b.  weight,  which  is  believed  to  be  the  heaviest 
fish  ever  got  by  an  angler  on  this  river. 


All  the  principal  angling  rivers  of  Sutherland 
and  Caithness,  except  those  on  the  west  side,  are 
now  closed  to  the  rods  for  another  year. 

On  Tuesday  of  last  week  the  Findhorn  rod 
season,  which  has  proved  one  of  the  most  miser- 
able ever  experienced,  came  to  a conclusion.  On 
Saturday  last  the  present  year’s  season  for  rods 
ended  on  Spey,  Tay,  and  tributaries,  the  Earn 
excepted.  Forth,  Beauly,  Kyle  of  Sutherland 
rivers,  and  other  salmon  streams  in  the  north. 


The  new  name  for  the  larger-sized  sea-trout 
got  by  anglers  fishing  from  Loch  Boisdale  Hotel  is 
*■  beautiful  plumpers.”  I wonder  do  they  plump 
beautifully  ? 

The  Scotsman’s  note  says  “ The  rod  fishing 
on  the  Spey  closed  on  Saturday  after  the  most 
disappointing  season  for  many  years.  The  rod 
fishing  on  the  Tay  and  its  tributaries,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Earn,  which  remains  open  to 
the  end  of  the  month,  was  also  closed  on  Satur- 
day. At  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  season 
anglers  had  good  sport,  but  over  all  the  trophies 
of  the  rod  have  scarcely  been  up  to  the  average 
in  numbers.”  

Although  as  yet  the  Earn  has  not  done 
wonders  along  the  most  of  its  lengths,  Mr. 
Williams  and  his  guests  have  had  an  excellent 
fishing  on  the  Dupplin  Castle  waters  of  this 
river.  

Last  week  a grand  fish  of  441b.  weight  was 
got  on  the  North  Esk  with  the  prawn. 

So  far  as  I have  heard,  the  top-weight  back- 
end salmon  caught  by  anglers  this  year  on  the 
respective  north-eastern  rivers  are : 481b.  for 
Spey,  381b.  Deveron,  321b.  Don,  39lb.  Dee,  441b. 
North  Esk. 
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ON  ENGLISH  LAGOONS. 


Up  to  date  the  Tay  takes  the  cake  for  the 
heaviest  fish  of  the  year  got  by  the  rod  on  Scotch 
waters — a grand  fish  of  50;jlb  , caught  by  Dr. 
Marshall,  on  the  Horsey  Shot  of  Scone  Palace 
water,  on  Friday  of  last  week.  The  Spey  comes 
second  with  a 48-pounder.  But  Tay — again  in — 
follows  hard  up  with  two  of  4-51b.  each. 


Nevek  has  the  sport  on  the  private  waters  of 
the  Annan  been  so  backward  with  the  autumn 
salmon  up  to  this  time  of  the  season. 


The  Deveron  did  not  fi=h  so  well  last  week, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  there  was  an  in- 
creased head  of  fish  in  the  pools.  The  best  of 
the  sport  was  got  about  Mayen,  Hetherdale,  and 
Forglen.  


This  back-end  fishing  on  the  Forth  was  practi- 
cally confined  to  grilse,  hardly  any  salmon  being 
forward  or  caught.  

For  deadly  striking,  and  big  scores,  the  most 
potential  lures  (?)  used  on  the  Don  and  the  North 
Esk  go  by  such  names  as  Grappelsaul,  Papper- 
rap,  Jeckie,  Plunger,  Jigger,  Flyheuk,  Black 
Doctor,  Nicker,  Rippey,  and  Prawn-all ; and  the 
methods  of  working  them  are  called  creeping, 
crawling,  feeling,  snicking,  sawing,  raking,  snig- 
gering, and  “ gaen  doon  tu  thae  boddom.”  These 
constitute  the  greater  portion  of  the  expert’s 
vocabulary. 


The  small  mesh  net  poaching  for  sea-trout  and 
finnock  by  night— and  even  by  day— has  been 
more  rife  than  ever  this  autumn  on  several  of  the 
Aberdeenshire  rivers  and  streams.  The  thing  is 
perfectly  scandalous,  but  it  is  not  the  watching 
staff,  but  the  fishery  boards,  that  are  to  blame  for 
not  providing  a sufficient  staff  of  men  to  cope 
with  the  poachers.  Fishmongers  in  Aberdeen 
are  selling  finnock  and  sea-trcut  freely  and 
openly;  and  I have  it  on  the  best  autho- 
rity that  some  parties  are  daily  packing 
numbers  of  huge  boxes  full  almost  to  the 
bursting  with  these  fish  and  salmon,  which, 
labelled  as  containing  haddocks,  are  consigned 
by  rail  to  places  where  an  only  too  ready  ma;rket 
is  found. 

On  the  nether  reaches  of  the  Don  the  salmon 
angling  has  pulled  up  a bit  of  late.  Some  good 
takes  have  been  made  by  gentlemen  on  the 
Grandholme  Fishery.  Two  of  the  rods  have  each 
about  fifty  fish  up  to  date.  As  yet  rather  poor 
sport  has  been  the  rule  on  the  autumn  angling 
lengths  of  river  from  Parkhill  inland.  There 
does  not  appear  to  be  a great  strength  of  fish  in 
hardly  any  of  these  waters,  notwithstanding  the 
‘‘far  on  ” time  of  the  season. 


On  the  Tweed  sport  is  improving  by  slow  de- 
grees, but  I hear  that  the  Tweed-side  rods  expect 
it  to  make  a vigorous  spurt  in  the  near  future. 


The  late  Sir  John  Douglas’s  fine  residential 
estate  of  Glenfinart,  Argyleshire,  situated  on 
Loch  Long  and  Loch  Goil,  has  been  sold  by 
private  bargain  to  Mr.  Pige  Leschallas,  of 
Highams,  Surrey,  at  the  upset  price  of  £60  000. 


Every  lime  the  water  gets  flooded  a bit  a 
great  runis  made  by  Aberdeen  and  Aberdeenshire 
anglers  on  the  little  W^ater  of  Cruden,  which 
yields  astonishing  baskets  of  sea-trout  to  wormers 
in  clouded  water  during  October. 


During  the  past  fortnight  the  rubber  lube  hrs 
been  the  deadliest  lure  for  finnock  and  sea-trout 
in  the  tidal  and  lower  non-tidal  lengths  of  the 
l>ack-end  east  coast  rivers  of  Scotland,  north  of 
the  Esks  in  Forfarshire. 


H.R.H.  THE  Duchess  oe  Fie’e  got  some  grand 
takes  of  salmon  on  the  Mar  Lodge  water  of  the 
Dee  last  week,  getting  one  day  a take  of  seven  ; 
while  up  to  the  time  of  writing  her  Ladyship 
has  made  a total  of  thirty  fish  for  the  season. 

• Sport  looks  up,  but  not  to  expectation,  on 
the  Dumfriesshire  or  Border  Esk,  whereon  a 
number  of  the  brave  boys  that  used  to  make  the 
big  hauls  are  now  barred  the  Opportunity  of 
Hung  the  gentle  angle. 


A FRIEND  writes:  ‘’The  sea  serpent  has  again 
put  in  an  appearance,  this  time  in  the  Orkney 
waters,  where  it  was  seen  disporting  itself  a few 
days  ago.  Now  that  the  angling  season  is  on  its 
last  legs,  some  keen  hand  with  plenty  of  spare 
time  might  go  north  and  “grass  the  beauty  ”— a 
feat  which  would  I am  sure  immortalise  his 
name,  and  also  give  interested  parties  some  defi- 
nite idea  about  this  much-talked-of  fish.” 


The  salmon  angling  on  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee 
improved  considerably  during  the  past  week, 
especially  on  the  middle  and  higher  reaches 
where  good  numbers  of  fish  were  got  of  weights 
ranging  from  171b.  to  2.51b.  A capital  specimen 
weighing  321b.  was  caught  by  Mr.  Whyte  on  the 
Low'er  Grathes  water  the  other  day. 


Good  baskets  of  sea-trout  were  got  by  anglers 
on  Loch  Eck  last  week  with  the  fly.  One  gentle- 
man had,  besides  a number  of  smaller  ones,  a fish 
of  41b  , while  another  had  a basket  of  five  which 
scaled  151b. 


A correspondent  writes : “ During  the  past 
week  anglers  on  the  Deveron  about  Huntly 
have  been  doing  very  little  among  the  back-end 
salmon.  A few  fish  are  being  got  on  the  private 
heats,  but  sport  has  been  far  short  of  expectation. 
Since  the  beginning  of  the  month  a good  number 
of  salmon  and  grilse  have  been  got  on  the  open 
water  here  by  local  anglers.” 


Mr.  David  Murray,  fishing-tackle  maker, 
Brechin,  writes:  “In  spite  of  the  late  floods, 
sport  in  the  North  and  South  Esk  is  not  of  much 
account.  I have  personally  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  reports  of  the  numbers  of  fish  wait- 
ing to  ascend  the  rivers  were  much  exaggerated,  at 
the  same  time  it  is  a fact  that  the  fish  do  not 
appear  so  anxious  (if  I may  so  express  it)  to 
push  up  stream  as  usual  when  the  season  is  so 
far  advanced.  How  to  account  for  this  humour 
in  the  salmon  is  beyond  my  powers,  as  the  sea- 
trout,  on  the  contrary,  have  pushed  up  in  the 
face  of  difficulties  both  from  lowness  of 
water  and  obstructions.  A good  many  fish 
have  been  landed  on  the  lower  reaches  of 
both  rivers,  but  on  the  whole  salmon  anglers 
have  very  strong  reason  for  grumbling  at  the 
fish  (as  the  clown  said)  “ being  so  back- 
w'ard  in  coming  forward.”  Twelve  days  are  only 
left  of  the  season  for  anglers,  and  I am  afraid 
records  in  salmon  capture  will  be  conspicuous  by 
their  absence  on  these  rivers.  Another  spate  may 
help  forward  the  late  run  of  fish,  which  are 
usually  of  large  size,  but  there  is  the  risk  of  the 
weather  breaking  down  and  causing  the  rivers  to 
run  too  high  for  successful  angling.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  a turn  will  take  place,  such  as  a two 
days’  spate,  which  I am  sure  would  ensure  a 
successful  week  before  the  close  of  the  season. 
There  are  a good  many  fish  of  large  size  on  Mr. 
Knowle’s  water,  one  of  which,  a 30-pounder,  was 
secured  by  Mr.  Ireland,  of  Dundee,  afcer  a good 
lun  on  Saturday;  and  Mr.  Jamieson,  of  Edin- 
burgh, on  the  preceding  day  had  a nice  grilse. 
Col.  Gardyne  has  only  got  three  or  four  fish  on 
the  Finavon  reach  of  the  South  Esk,  and  reports 
from  all  the  upper  waters  are  very  disheartening. 
A good  many  fish  are  in  the  pools  below  Brechin 
Bridge,  fished  by  Messrs.  Scott,  Smart,  and 
Praiu,  bub  sport  is  not  of  much  account,  owing  to 
the  lowness  of  the  water,  as  at  this  point  a lade 
takes  up  a large  portion  of  the  water  which 
would  otherwise  find  its  way  over  this  stretch  of 
river.” 


^One  day  the  other  week  the  inspector  for 
Kilbrandon,  after  taking  his  morning  walk,  was 
in  such  fine  form  that  he  knocked  the  life 
entirely  out  of  a whale  with  one  stroke  of  a boat’s 
mast.  Later  in  the  day  another  “ beauty,”  as  the 
Mackay  would  put  it,  was  also  “grassed.”  This 
one  on  being  struck  darted  impetuously  forward, 
and  after  floundering  about  got  exhausted,  and 
was  landed  in  magnificent  style  amidst  the  cheers 
of  the  numerous  spectators  who  lined  the  beach. 
It  measured  2.5ft.  from  tip  to  tip. 

Mr.  Alexander  Wrisht,  Accountant,  of  10,  Everelda-street 
Barnsbury,  N.  (member  of  the  Gresham,  Junior  Fly-Fishers,  Ac.;, 
undertakes  the  auditing  and  balancing  of  every  description  of 
accounts  at  moderate  rates.  Rents  and  debts  collected. 


Much  has  been  written  about  the  broads  and 
rivers  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  but  never  with 
such  success  as  in  the  wonderful  word-pictures  by 
Dr.  Emerson,  which  have  just  been  published 
under  the  title  of  ‘ Our  English  Lagoons  ; Being 
an  Account  of  the  Voyage  of  Two  Amateur  Wherry- 
men  on  the  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  Rivers  and. 
Broads”  (London:  David  Nutt,  270,  Strand)..; 
The  voyage  extended  from  Sept.  15,  1890,  tot 
Aug.  31,  1891,  thus  including  the  time  of  the  ii 
great  frost  of  1890-91,  and  some  of  the  finest  li 
descriptions  in  the  book  are  of  scenes  during  this  j| 
memorable  winter,  when  the  Doctor  and  his  com-  'j 
pauion  were  for  weeks  ice-bound  in  their  now  P 
famous  wheriy  the  Maid  of  the  Mist.  i 

To  say  that  Dr.  Emerson  is  not  conventional  jl 
is  true  enough,  but  it  is  the  mere  shell  of  the 
truth;  he  has  a style  of  his  own,  full  of  power 
and  originality.  His  aim  is  to  give  a true 
picture  of  what  he  sees,  and  his  success  lies  in 
the  fact  that  he  can  most  admirably  interpret 
his  own  extraordinary  power  of  recognising  all 
there  is  in  a scene.  What  to  most  mortals  would 
probably  be  an  unattractive  and  shiver  producing 
sight  of  fog,  and  frost,  and  fens,  possesses  for 
him  beauties  worthy  of  as  careful  and  loving 
description  as  any  glorious  sun-lit  landscape.  His 
book  is  a part  of  himself,  he  lays  bare  his 
thoughts  as  he  would  to  a bosom  friend,  and 
although  it  breathes  the  very  essence  of  healthy 
vigour  and  enjoyment  of  life,  it  clearly  shows  an 
intense  love  of  nature  in  her  saddest  and  sternest 
moods. 

To  the  ornithologist  this  book  should  be  of  the  i 
greatest  interest.  The  author  has  described  bird- 
life  on  the  lagoons  with  a thoroughness  which 
nothing  but  pure  love  and  long  study  of  the 
subject  could  have  produced. 

Dr.  Emerson  calls  a spade  a spade,  and  if  here 
and  there  some  unusually  blunt  expression  is 

veiled  by  a -,  we  may  safely  put  the  dash  down 

to  the  publisher’s  reader — one  of  whose  duties  is 
to  see  that  nothing  “too  shockieg”  escapes  him. 

The  angler  will  find  many  notes  about  fish  and 
fishing  in  these  pages,  and  not  a little  of  the 
ways  of  the  fish  poachers.  In  the  first  chapter 
we  have  an  account  of  the  capture  of  a monster 
eel  near  Hickling  Broad. 

“ It  was  a good  evening  for  darting  fish — the 
water  was  ‘sheer’*  as  Old  Josh  glided  out  from 
the  reeds,  pushing  with  dexterous  strokes  of  his 
C[uant  into  the  middle  of  the  broad. 

“ Peering  into  the  depths,  he  saw  a bubble 
rise.  His  arm  instantly  flashed  in  the  sunshine  ; 
there  was  a splash  as  the  barbed  dart  broke  the 
surface  of  the  water,  the  shaft  trembled  in  his 
hand,  and  he  knew  full  well  he  had  darted  his 
quarry,  and  ‘ something  like  ’ was  his  prize. 

‘ He  pulled  up  the  dart  with  a huge  eel 
wriggling  round  its  prongs.  Josh  had  got  the 
‘ warmin’  ’ this  stroke. 

“ Striking  the  end  of  the  boat  defily  with  the 
shaft  of  his  pick,  the  eel — a monster — fell  on  the 
flat  bottom-board  and  coiled  up,  looking  like  a 
black  snake  ready  to  spring.  Josh  was  a bit  of  a 
philosopher  and  naturalist.  He  sat  down  quietly 
and  eyed  his  victim,  who  returned  the  scrutiny 
with  evil-looking  countenance. 

“ ‘ He  be  a wopper,’  muttered  Josh,  as  the  eel 
raised  his  head  and  came  towards  him  with 
wicked-looking  eyes. 

“ ‘That  won’t  do,  though,’  he  thought,  taking 
up  a piece  of  wood,  and  striking  the  eel  three 
hard  blows  on  the  tail. 

“ ‘ That’s  done  for  him,’  muttered  Josh  compla- 
cently. Still  the  eel  gazed  wickedly  at  him  from 
his  head-like  eyes. 

“ Josh  determined  to  examine  his  prize  more 
critically,  so,  kneeling  in  his  boat,  he  scrutinised 
his  capture,  his  thick  brown  fingers  hanging  care- 
lessly within  three  inches  of  the  ‘ wopper’s  ’ 
mouth. 

‘'  Suddenly  the  evil  eyes  gleamed  maliciously, 
the  snake-like  mouth  opened  wide,  the  shiny  neck 
curved,  and  the  serpent’s  head  darted  at  Josh’s 
finger.  But  Josh  was  too  quick.  Moving  his 
hand  swiftly  away,  he  muttered,  ‘ Noii  you  doan’t, 
my  beauty.’  Then,  drawing  out  his  large  clasp 


* Clear. 


knife,  he  crushed  its  Hat  head  with  his  heel  and 

divided  the  spinal  cord.”  . c 

This  eel  weighed  “six  pound  and  a hart  on 
Josh’s  rusty  scales,  and  measured  “ forty -tree 

inches ’’ by  his  tape.  v,  t- 

This  is  evidently  a description  ot  what  ur. 
Emerson  actually  saw,  and  we  are  therefore  per- 
fectly ready  to  accept  it  as  being  quite  true,  at 
the  same  time  we  are  at  liberty  to  doubt  whether 
the  intention  of  the  eel  was  to  strike  and  bite 
Josh’s  finger,  or  whether  its  action  was  only 
apparently  so  intended.  Sea  congers  are  said  to 
bark  as  well  as  bite ; but,  as  far  as  fresh-water 
eels  are  concerned,  we  cannot  remember  any 
instance  of  an  angler  being  attacked  by  an  eel 
and  struck  at  in  this  way.  During  the  last  thirty 
years  or  more  we  have  caught  and  handled  some 
hundreds  of  all  sizes,  and  seen  others  do  the  sanae, 
and,  although  now  and  then  one  held  tightly  by 
the  middle  of  the  body  will  turn  its  head  and 
appear  to  strike  the  hand  or  arm,  we  never  saw 
one  open  its  mouth  and  bite  as  a snake  would. 
Of  ccurse,  if  you  incautiously  put  your  finger 
into  an  eel’s  mouth  when  taking  a hook  out  you 
may  get  bitten.  Will  “ Mark  Antony  and  some 
other  eel  fishers  give  us  their  experience  on  this 

interesting  point  ? , , • i 

In  Chapter  III.  Dr.  Emerson  has  this  note  : 
“The  water  felt  warmer  at  Runham  than  at 
Hickling,  and  the  water  thermometer  registered 
five  degrees  more  of  heat,  although  the  day 
seemed  closing  in  cooler,  thus  exemplifying  the 
law  that  when  fresh  water  mixes  with  the  salt 
tide  the  mixture  is  of  a higher  temperature  than 
either  constituent.  The  eels  were  already  quick 
to  feel  the  change  of  temperature  in  the  river, 
for,  as  we  descended  the  stream,  eel-catchers  told 
us  ‘the  eels  were  on  the  move.’  This  was  on 

Sept.  18.”  , , 

'The  past  summer  of  1893  has  been  a notable 
one  in  many  ways,  two  of  the  chief  oeing  dry 
weather  and  plagues  of  wasps.  On  Oct.  5, 

Dr.  Emerson  says  that  wasps  were  “ still  trouble- 
some,” and  adds,  “ I have  remarked  that  seventy- 
two  degrees  is  the  wasp  temperature ; if  the 
temperature  falls  a degree  or  two  below  that 
every  wasp  disappears.” 

On  another  occasion  our  author  noticed  that  a 
pig  which  jumped  into  the  river  and  swam  across, 
“ had  not  cut  its  throat  with  its  feet,  as  it  should 
have  done  according  to  tradition.  ’ 

There  are  some  charming  little  illustrations  in 
this  edition,  but  any  real  lover  of  our  English 
lagoons  who  can  afford  it  should  obtain  a copy  of 
the  limited  large  paper  issue,  with  many  full-page 
photogravures  from  negatives  by  the  author.  Dr. 
Emerson  makes  his  lens  produce  a picture  more 
nearly  akin  to  that  a true  and  trained  artist  sets 
himself  to  produce  with  brush  or  pencil  than 
probably  anyone  who  has  ever  used  a camera. 


Anglers  who  use  woollen  socks  to  keep 
out  of  brogues  have  often  experienced  the  diffi- 
culty of  preventing  the  socks  slipping  down  over 
the  top  of  the  boots  or  brogues.  Major  Turle 
happened  to  mention  to  us  recently  a dodge  of 
a friend  of  his,  Mr.  E.  J.  Dower,  of  the  Fly- 
fishers’  Club,  which  is  found  to  answer  admirably. 

Mr.  Dower  simply  takes  a bit  of  waterproof 
fishing  stocking  material,  as  used  for  repiurs, 
about  an  inch  wide  and  six  inches  long,  doubles 
it  in  the  centre,  and  sticks  it  together  from  the 
centre  halfway  to  each  end,  and  puts  a couple 
of  brass  eyelet-holes  in,  as  shown  in  our  sketch. 

The  tag  is  fastened  with  rubber  solution  to  the 
wader,  just  above  the  place  where  the  top  of  the 


sock  comes,  and  then  a lace  run  round  the  latter 
can  be  fastened  to  the  tag.  The  lace  should 
fasten  round  the  top  of  the  sock  as  a landing- 
net  ring  holds  a net. 

This  little  affair  will  also,  we  imagine,  prove 
useful  in  another  way,  viz.,  for  keeping  a knee- 
cap in  place.  We  have  most  of  us  experienced 
the  discomfort  of  kneeling  on  the  bank  without 
a knee-cap— if  the  ground  is  soft  and  wet  you  can 
feel  the  cold  strike  through,  and  if  it  is  hard-well, 
it  is  hard.  One  o f these  tags  fastened  to  the  stocking 
above  the  knee-cap  would  enable  you  to  suspend 
the  latter  to  it,  and  use  a slack  strap  round  the 
knee.  ^ 

A FAIRISH  DAY. 


Mr.  Harry  Michie,  the  veteran  keeper,  died 
on  Thursday,  the  12tli  inst.,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-three.  For  a period  of  forty-nine  years 
he  was  employed  on  the  Olengairn  portion  of  the 
Invercauld  estates  as  gamekeeper,  farmer,  and 
land  steward.  He  was  a keen  sportsman  and 
much  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 

After  Twenty  Days. — Mr.  Hills,  ^ of  Corby 
Castle,  had  a curious  experience  in  Norway 
recently.  He  hooked  a large  salmon,  which  after 
a tussle  got  off,  taking  the  fiy  along  with  it. 
Twenty  days  later  he  hooked  and  killed  the  same 
fish  which  bad  the  lost  fly— one  of  Bob  Strong’s 
Bulldogs,  which  has  answered  well  in  Norway- 
still  in  its  mouth,  and  perfectly  undamaged. 

A LITTLE  map,  suitable  for  the  pocket  (1-5  inches 
by  5 inches),  is  published  at  49,  High-street, 
Windsor,  by  Alfred  Fox.  Drice  3d.  “ Alfred 
Fox's  Map  of  the  Thames  between  Oxford  and 
London  ; with  Table  of  Distances,  ” will  be  found 
very  useful  to  anglers  as  well  as  to  boating  men 
(for  whom  it  appears  to  be  more  particularly 
compiled),  the  locks  and  bridges  being  clearly 
defined. 
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One  evening,  a short  time  since,  a friend 
ushered  into  my  “ sanctum,”  and  greeted  me  with 
the  remark,  “ Come  fishing  to  morrow ; I have 
leave  for  self  and  friend  on  what  is  considered 
good  water.”  This,  by  the  way,  consisted  of  two 
large  ponds  (one  might  almost  be  called  a lake) 
in  the  grounds  of  a neighbouring  estate,  having 
an  especially  fine  and  picturesque  residence. 

Now  I never,  or  hardly  ever,  refuse  an  invita 
tion  to  a day’s  fishing,  and,  above  all  things,  1 
like  to  try  new  water.  There  is  an  uncertainty 
about  it,  an  unknown  quantity,  doubts,  hopes, 
and  an  anxiety  that  perhaps  the  red  letter  day  is 
coming  at  last ; this  makes  an  invitation  such  as 
I had  just  received  so  very  acceptable. 

It  took  at  least  a couple  of  pipes  to  arrange,  at 
such  short  notice,  as  to  baits,  &c. ; the  result  was 
that  at  9.30  next  morning  the  carriage  was  ready 
with  cargo  on  board,  including  five  or  six  dozen 
minnows,  some  carp,  worms,  and  gentles  in  the 
way  of  bait  for  the  fish,  and  various  other  pack- 
ages (some  with  corks  ^ in  them)  which  are 
essential  to  a good  day’s  fishing. 

A pleasant  drive  of  half  an  hour,  through 
country  which,  considering  the  vicinity  of  the 
Black  Country,  is  really  beautiful— avenues  of 
trees,  just  showing  the  autumn  tints,  now  and 
again  the  crow  of  a cock  pheasant,  who  IdDe 
dreams  that  October  1st  is  so  near  and  that  his 
days  are  numbered,  the  slinking  form  of  a 
poaching  cat,  the  rattle  of  a covey  or  birds, 
which  we  suddenly  come  on— all  helped  to  rnake 
our  short  drive  pleasant,  and  at  last  we  pull  up 
within  twenty  yards  of  the  water  and  discharge 
cargo. 

Now  we  get  a good  look  at  the  place  we  are 
about  to  fish,  and  we  perceive  that  the  weeds  are 
very  much  in  evidence.  At  the  deep  end,  though 
there  is  a nice  bit  of  water  waiting  for  us,  the 
far  end  of  the  long  water  looks  black  and  deep  in 
the  distance. 


Siilendid  trees  surround  both  pools,  two  old 
swans  and  five  or  six  young  ones  come  and  have 
a look  at  us,  waterhens  all  over  the  place ; while 
we  are  looking  a couple  of  ducks  fly  up,  take  a 
turn  round,  and  with  a “quack,  quack,  drop  m 
again,  so  we  conclude  that  we  shall  not  feel  at  all 
lonely  with  all  this  company  about. 

After  giving  the  live  bait  fresh  water  we  tackle 
up  and  decide  to  try  for  perch.  My  minnow  is 
hardly  in  before  I have  hold  of  a perch ; he  is 
soon  on  the  bank,  about  a half-pounder,  in 
splendid  condition.  After  being  duly  criticised 
and  admired  we  wet  him  and  proceed  to  business. 

Now  what  is  the  best  way  to  fish  for  perch. 

I have  tried  many,  bub  after  all,  where  1 can,  i 
use  what  is  called  a general  rod,  13ft.  Cin.  hickory , 
well  balanced,  and  trace  not  too  heavy,  a water- 
proofed lly-line,  a very  fine  gut,  and,  tied  on  3in. 
of  the  finest  gimp,  a No.  7 hook,  Limerick  bead. 

I insert  the  hook  through  the  skin  of  the  minnow 
by  the  side  of  the  back  fin  (not  across  it  as 
so  many  do,  and  my  minnow  lives  much 
longer  in  consequence),  and  1 use  a small  round 
float  and  fish  about  1 foot  off  tbe  bottom  or  over 
the  bottom  weed.  Some  tell  me  they  get  better 
sport,  take  it  all  round,  with  the  worm  ; and  the 
largest  perch  I have  seen  caught  this  year  a 
friend  ot  mine  had  on  a bunch  of  gentles,  bub  i 
prefer  the  live  minnow  to  everything. 

I soon  had  another  and  another  of  these  perch, 
and  began  to  think  the  R L.  day  had  come,  when 
suddenly  they  ceased  taking,  and  things  gst  a bib 
Hat.  A quick  dive  of  the  float  and  the  cause 
appeared  in  the  shape  of  a jack.  He  fought  we 
and  looked  nice  a few  minutes  after,  on  the  bank. 

A couple  of  small  brothers  or  cousins  ot  his 
followed  him,  and  then  things  got  really  fiat, 
so  much  so  that  my  friend,  who  had  done  fairly 
well  with  the  perch  on  the  other  side  of  the  pond, 
called  me  over,  and  I soon  had  hold  of  a perch 

of  lib.  , , . f u 

I had  ooly  just  again  dropped  m a tresb 
minnow  near  some  weeds  when  down  went  the 
float.  On  striking,  I found  I had  something  a 
bit  heavier.  Away  dashed  a good  hsh.  After  a 
rare  fight,  I managed  to  bring  to  the  bank  side  a 
nice  jack  ; we  judged  him  a bit  over  81b.  J.^  gob 

the  net  well  under  him.  “He  won  t go  in  it,  he 
remarked.  I told  him  to  try.  He  did  ; got  halt 
of  him,  and  bsgan  to  lift  him ; one  desperate 
plunge,  a heavy  splash,  and  he  sailed  away,  leav- 
ing us  sad,  yes,  very  sad. 

After  this  we  moved  about,  fishing  here  and 
there,  always  getting  now  a nice  perch,  now  a 
small  jack ; the  time  passed  pleasantly,  and  a vote 
was  carried  nem.  con.  that  fishing  was  the  best 

had  gone  down  the  side  of  the  large  pond 
amongst  the  trees.  I had  spread  myselt  out 
under  a tree  for  a quiet  pipe,  when  suddenly  he 
appeared,  face  much  troubled.  This  was  us  tale : 

“ Oh  I’ve  lost  such  a bender,  larger  than  tlie 
other ; came  at  my  minnow  like  a tiger,  got  him 
well  on,  he  rushed  about  I ke  a demon,  finally 
dashed  under  a submerged  tree  and  smashed  me 
up ; can’t  you  come  and  catch  him.  I took  a 
turn  round  that  way  but  did  not  catca  bun, 
though  I got  a nice  perch  from  the  same  plac^ 
and  enjoytd  the  sight  of  a kingfisher  that  flew  up 
and  down  screeching,  as  miach  as  to  say.  Look  at 
me — am  I nob  a beauty  ?” 

What  lovely  birds  t ley  are!  the  colour  so 
brilliant  in  the  sun,  tbeir  tiny  red  legs,  the 
marvellous  rapidity  of  their  flight,  the  unerring 
certainty  of  their  dash  at  the  small  fish.  I must, 
say  I am  fond  of  them,  though  I know  they  kill  a 
good  many  of  the  trout  fry  in  the  course  of  their 

wicked  little  lives.  i 

On  returning  to  where  I had  left  a couple  of 
dead  perch  in  the  grass  I found  one  was  gone. 
This  puzzled  me  for  a time.  If  any  person  had 
taken  it  he  would  have  taken  the  two  The 
swans  would  not  take  a perch  nearly  hal  a 
pound.  At  last,  after  careful  seeking,  I found  a 
large  rat  hole  near,  and  at  the  mouth  ot  it  some 
fresh  fish  scales.  So  master  rat  miut  have  walked 
it  off  to  his  larder,  and  I expect  the  missus  and 
vonngsters  had  a rare  feast  that  evening. 

^ We  were  catching  fish  all  through  the  day,  and, 
though  we  did  nob  get  any  of  the  large  pike  in 
fact,  we  hope  to  give  them  a call  later  in  the  year 
— we  counted  up  in  the  kitchen  at  home  over 
forty  perch  and  pike.  After  supper,  over  the  last 
pipe,  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  we  had  had 
“A  Fairish  Day.” 
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Waltaniana 


Sir  Gilbert  East,  who  was  the  champion  of 
the  Thames  riparian  owners  on  the  Board  of  Con- 
servators, has  just  resigned  his  seat.  Since  the 
little  exposure  in  the  matter  of  the  bye-laws  the 
Upper  Thames  representatives  have  not  had  it 
quite  all  their  own  way,  so  I hear.  But  the  prin- 
cipal reason  given  by  Sir  Gilbert  East  for  his 
resignation  is  a resolution  passed  by  the  Board 
recently  that  its  constitution,  as  now  amended  by 
the  London  County  Council  Act,  remain  unaltered. 
The  London  County  Council  Act  added  seven 
new  members  to  the  board — three  from  London, 
the  remainder  from  Kent,  Surrey,  Essex,  Middle- 
sex— and  Sir  Gilbert  East  contended  that-as  more 
Metropolitan  members  had  been  added  there 
should  have  been  a corresponding  increase,  or,  at 
least,  some  increase,  in  the  number  of  up-river 
representatives.  As  a matter  of  fact,  by  the 
London  County  Council  Act  the  duty  has  been 
placed  upon  the  Conservators  of  bringing  in  a 
bill  to  reform  their  constitution,  and  it  they  fail 
to  do  so  the  London  County  Council  is  empowered 
to  bring  in  such  a bill.  It  is  a somewhat  odd  way 
of  commencing  operations  to  pass  a resolution 
before  even  the  seven  members  had  joined  the 
board  that  the  constitution  of  the  Conservancy 
pmain  unaltered.  These  matters  have  great 
interest  for  Thames  anglers,  for,  depend  upon  it, 
the  better  the  general  river-visiting  public  are 
represented  on  the  board  the  better  it  will  be  for 
angling  interest  generally.  I am  not  at  all  sorry 
that  the  board,  as  a whole,  is  opposed  to  any 
increase  in  the  number  of  riparian  representatives, 
but  it  certainly  seems  to  me  that  the  resolution 
passed  was  rather  premature. 


It  is  interesting  at  this  time  of  day  to  find 
anglers  discovering  lead  wire  as  a means  of 
weighting  fishing  lines.  I am  not  at  all  sure  that 
wire  was  not  used  before  split  shots  were  thought 
of.  Lead  wire  is  not  altogether  an  easy  thing  to 
fasten  to  a fine  bit  of  gut  unless  you  know  the 
way,  and  the  way,  which  I do  not  think  has  been 
described  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  at  any  rate 
lately,  is  to  lay  a fine  needle  alongside  the  gut 
and  wind  the  lead  wire  round  the  gut  and  the 
needle,  then  remove  the  needle.  Next  take  the 
little  coil  of  wire  between  the  fourth  finger  and 
thumb  of  each  hand,  and  slightly  roll  each  end 
the  reverse  way  to  the  other,  so  as  to  tighten  up 
the  coil.  Arrange  so  that  one  of  the  knots  in 
the  cast  is  in  the  centre  of  the  coil,  which  will 
then  not  slip. 


What  a miserable  salmon  fishing  year  this  has 
been.  There  have  certainly  been  a few  good 
takes  during  the  last  week  or  two,  but  as  a whole 
the  season  has  been  one  of  the  worst  I can 
remember.  Now  that  we  are  really  having  some 
wet  weather,  we  may  look  forward  to  some  good 
autumn  fishing  in  the  larger  south  country  rivers 
— pike,  perch,  and  roach  fishing,  I mean,  of 
course.  At  the  time  of  writing,  the  Thames  is 
not  in  the  slightest  degree  coloured,  though  it 
may  be  stained  by  the  end  of  the  week.  Farmers, 
however,  tell  me  that  so  dry  is  the  land  even  now 
that  when  they  plough  on  some  land  they  turn 
up  dust  or  hard  caked  soil,  as  the  land  may  be 
light  or  heavy.  


It  takes  very  little  to  alarm  much-fished-for 
and  very  shy  roach,  and  I commend  the  following 
remarks  more  particularly  to  bank  anglers,  who 
often  have  to  fish  in  almost  dead  water.  If  a 
pellet  of  paste  is  thrown  into  the  water,  it  sinks 
slowly  and  gradually  to  the  bottom.  If  it  is  put 
on  to  a heavily-shotted  line,  it  sinks  rapidly  to  the 
bottoni,  and  this  difference  in  the  rate  of  the 
speed  is,  I have  reason  to  suppose,  observed  by 
the  fish.  Sometimes,  when  the  water  has  been 
very  clear,  and  the  fish  were  discernible,  I have 
cast  among  them  an  ordinary  roach  line,  and, 
though  some  of  them  have  come  and  looked  at 
the  bait,  none  have  taken  it.  Then  1 have  taken 
off  all  the  shot  from  the  line  and  replaced  the 
float  by  a tiny  fragment  of  wood,  such  as  a match, 
and  immediately  the  fish  without  any  hesitation 
c*n*  to  the  paste  as  it  was  sunk  slowly  amongst 
them.  This  was,  of  course,  in  more  or  less  dead 
wat«r.  It  would  seem  to  be  worth  while  when 
tke  fish  are  not  to  be  caught  by  ordinary  means, 


in  places  where  there  is  little  or  no  stream,  to 
fish  either  without  any  shot  at  all  and  trust  to  the 
weight  of  the  paste  and  hook  to  carry  the  bait  to 
the  bottom,  or  to  put  merely  one  very  small  shot 
about  two  feet  above  the  hook  if  the  water  he 
fairly  deep.  I need  hardly  say  that  if  a line  is  at 
all  curly,  as  it  usually  is  when  coming  off  a 
winder,  it  cannot  lie  used  in  this  way ; hut  if  of 
the  finest  gut  and  thoroughly  well  soaked,  it  will 
straighten  out  in  the  water  without  any  shot. 

To  the  ignorant  onlooker,  roach  fishing  seems 
a very  simple  and,  perhaps,  a trifle  stupid  sport, 
but  so  wily  are  the  fish,  and  so  many  are  the 
little  dodges  which  one  has  to  employ  nowadays 
to  make  a good  basket,  that  it  is  really  a fine  art. 
I know  many  an  angler  who  has  made  a name 
for  himself  on  salmon  rivers  and  trout  streams, 
who  thoroughly  enjoys  pitting  his  intellect 
against  the  ever-growing  caution  of  the  larger 
roach  in  the  more  frequented  of  our  rivers.  By 
the  way,  was  it  not  Greville  Fennell  who  said  that 
when  you  can  see  the  roach  in  mid-water 
apparently  standing  on  their  heads,  they  can 
never  be  induced  to  take  the  bait?  I have, 
perhaps  four  or  five  times  in  my  life,  seen  them 
in  this  acrobatic  attitude,  but  never  succeeded  in 
catching  any,  and  I should  very  much  like  to 
know  if  any  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  has 
been  successful  under  such  circumstances. 
When  I say  standing  on  their  heads,  I do  not 
mean  that  they  assume  an  absolutely  vertical 
position,  with  their  heads  resting  on  the  bottom, 
but  with  heads  considerably  depressed  below  the 
tail,  and  their  bodies  poised  in  the  water  in  some 
eddy  or  quiet  place  where  there  was  no  perceptible 
stream.  Of  course  in  a stream  a fish  must 
assume  a horizontal  position  to  hold  its  own 
against  the  current.  Templar. 


NOTICES. 


Red  Palmer  ; a Practical  Treatise  on  Ply 
Pishing.  Bv  James  Tayler  (President  of  the 
Junior  Fly  Fishers,  and  Secretary  of  the  Gresham 
Angling  Society).  The  third  edition  of  this 
valuable  little  work  is  now  ready.  When  it  was 
published  in  1888  we  prognosticated  that  it 
would  be  a success,  and  we  are  glad  to  find  that 
the  opinion  we  tlmn  formed  was  correct.  We 
then  said  of  it : — ‘ Like  Piscator’s  humble  friend 
the  chub,  it  is  ‘a  good  dish  of  meat,’  and 
excellent  for  entering  a young  angler.  Mr. 
Tayler’s  views  as  to  tackle  are  generally  sound 
and  practical.  On  the  subject  of  flies  ha  gives 
excellent  advice.  We  can  safely  recommend  it  as 
a useful  manual  for  any  aspirant  to  fly-fishing 
honours.”  The  present  edition  contains,  in 
addition  to  the  previous  matters,  short  chapters 
on  Fly-fishing  tor  Coarse  Pish  and  Sea  Pish; 
also  the  kinds  of  flies  to  be  used  in  loch  fishing. 
The  style  is  simple  and  unpretentious,  and  the 
get-up  of  the  work  neat  and  good.  Undoubtedly 
fly-fishing,  especially  for  coarse  fish,  is  becoming 
very  popular;  and  were  this  multum  in  parvo 
edition  of  “Red  Palmer”  placed  in  the  library 
or  reading-room  of  every  club  in  London  and 
the  provinces  it  would  become  infinitely  more  so. 
Copies  may  be  obtained  from  the  publishers, 
Effingham,  Wilson,  and  Co.,  11,  Royal  Exchange, 
or  of  the  author,  65,  Hazellville-road,  Hornsey 
Rise,  N.  Price  Is.  6d.  net,  free  by  post  Is.  8d. 

A Naturalist'.s  Map. — We  have  received  from 
Messrs.  John  Bartholomew  and  Co.,  of  Edin- 
burgh, a copy  of  their  new  “Naturalist's  Map 
OP  Scotland.”  This  is  an  attempt  to  do  for  the 
naturalist  and  the  sportsman  what  has  already 
been  done  for  the  geologist.  By  the  employment 
of  many  tints  the  cultivated  land  is  distinguished 
from  woodland,  and  both  are  easily  detected 
amid  the  wastes  of  moorland,  hill  pastures,  deer 
forests,  and  other  uncultivated  lands.  The 
heights  of  the  land  and  the  depths  of  the 
surrounding  seas  are  denoted  by  similar  means, 
and  the  coast  limit  within  which  beam  trawl 
fishing  is  illegal  is  also  clearly  shown.  But  the 
feature  that  will  have  most  interest  for  out- 
readers  is  the  marking  of  the  rivers  and  lochs  in 
such  a manner  that  we  may  see  at  a glance  how 
far  from  the  sea  on  the  tidal  waters  we  may 
depend  upon  sport  with  the  rod.  Concerning 
this  point  the  authors  say  : “ Salmon  and  grilse 
ascend  much  further  than  where  sport  can  be 


obtained  in  many  rivers,  usually  late  in  the  ^ 
season,  even  small  ditches  and  smallest  hill- 1 
burns  holding  a proportion  of  spawning  fish, 
often  of  considerable  individual  size.  Were  we  1 
to  indicate  all  such  salmon  and  grilse-frequented  | 
streams,  we  might  almost  decide  to  colour  blue  I 
every  tiny  rivulet  and  feeder  of  the  main  rivers. 
Where  decided  obstructions  occur  upon  the 
priucipal  streams  or  tributaries  we  have 
endeavoured  to  indicate  these,  and  thus  place 
the  limits,  where  such  exist,  to  the  migration  ; 
and  distribution  of  the  migratory  Salmonidx.”  ] 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  map  has  a distinct  | 
value  for  every  angler  who  proposes  to  cast  his 
fly  over  Scottish  waters.  The  gentlemen  who 
are  responsible  for  this  useful  piece  of  work 
are  Mr.  J.  A.  Harvie- Brown  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Bartholomew. 


FLOAT  EI8HINO  IN  THE  MIDLANDS, 


A FEATURE  of  present  day  angling  is  the  remark- 
able development  among  the  working  class  com- 
munity of  float- fishing  for  the  coarse  species.  It 
is  doubtful  whether  any  branch  of  angling  has  so 
many  devotees  as  this,  while  it  is  certain  that  no 
department  of  the  sport  is  so  wrongly  judged  by 
those  who  know  little  or  nothing  about  it.  A pre- 
vailing impression  among  what  may  be  termed, 
tor  want  of  a better  phrase,  “ gentlemen  anglers,” 
is  that  it  is  infra  dig.  to  use  a float — that  it  is  un- 
sportsmanlike to  lure  your  prey  with  a worm  or 
gentle.  If  this  be  so,  then  the  thousands  of  keen 
fishermen  up  and  down  the  country  who  are 
innocent  of  all  other  devices  for  catching  fish 
beyond  that  consisting  of  rod,  line,  float,  and 
worm  or  other  bait,  must  be  considered  un- 
sportsmanlike sportsmen;  for  that  fishing  with 
a float  is  the  favourite  form  of  angfing,  and  the 
one  most  followed  in  many  parts  of  England,  is  a 
fact  which  cannot  be  controverted,  and  which  is 
patent  to  all  who  are  in  any  way  conversant  with 
the  angling  customs  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
great  fishing  community. 

In  the  north  Midland  counties,  embracing 
South  Yorkshire,  South  Lancashire,  Nottingham- 
shire, and  Lincolnshire,  bottom  fishing  is  the  only 
form  of  angling  known  to  thousands  of  keen 
followers  of  the  art.  The  wide  district  embraced 
within  the  limits  of  the  counties  named  may, 
with  great  show  of  reason,  be  termed  the  home  of 
float  fishing  ; for  in  no  other  part  of  the  kingdom 
is  it  followed  by  such  numbers  and  with  such 
ardour  and  zeal  as  it  is  there.  In  every  large 
town  there  are  angling  associations  with  their 
thousands  of  members,  most  of  whom  know 
nothing  of  fly-fishing,  and  yet  have  as  good  a 
knowledge  of  angling  generally,  and  possess  as 
much  information  of  the  habits  and  haunts  of  fish 
as  the  most  experienced  and  well-read  fly-man. 
Take  one  town  as  a fair  specimen  of  the  others — 
Sheffield.  It  may  seem  strange  to  the  southerner 
to  hear  that  the  men  of  the  cutlery  town  lay  claim 
to  being  the  champion  float  fishers  of  the  country. 
The  distinguishing  feature  of  Sheffield,  to  most 
people,  is  its  smoke,  grime,  and  dirt — smoke 
which,  as  Charles  Reade  says  in  one  of  his  novels, 

“ hangs  like  acres  of  crape  over  the  town,  veiling 
the  sun  and  the  blue  sky  on  the  brightest  day.” 
Its  river,  once  known  as  the  crystal  Don,  and 
immortalised,  with  the  country  through  which  it 
passes,  in  Scott’s  “Ivanhoe,”  “ creeps  through  the 
town  defiled,  heavily  charged  with  dyes,  clogged 
with  putridity,  and  bubbling  with  poisonous 
gases,  till  at  last  it  turns  to  mere  ink,  stink,  and 
malaria,  peopling  the  churchyards  as  it  goes.”  That 
is  Reade’s  pen  picture  of  the  Don.  That  it  is  not 
much  overdrawn  may  be  inferred  from  the  descrip- 
tion of  it  given  by  Tom  Bradley  in  his  “ Guide  to 
the  Yorkshire  Rivers.”  Speaking  of  its  pollution, 
he  says,  Sheffield  and  Rotherham  are  the  chief 
offenders,  and  here  the  river  becomes  a solid  inky 
mass  of  pollution.”  It  does  not  contain  a single 
fish  within  twenty  miles  below  Sheffield  and 
eight  above,  and  there  it  is  strictly  preserved  and 
in-accessible  to  Sheffielders.  Then  where  do  they 
go,  and  what  do  they  fish  ? They  go  into  Lincoln- 
shire and  Nottinghamshire.  In  these  counties 
the  Sheffield  Anglers’  Association — eleven  thou- 
sand strong — owns  miles  of  waters,  including  long 
stretches  of  the  rivers  Trent,  Idle,  Ancholme,  and 
Wit  ham. 

In  Lancashire  and  Nottinghamshire  and  in 
Derbyshire  the  same  state  of  things  prevails.  In 


October  21,  1893] 


321 


the  former  county  anglers  journey  to  the  rivers, 
lakes,  and  reservoirs  of  Cheshire,  and  also  fish 
their  own  local  waters,  while  in  the  case  of  the 
last  two  counties  (here  are  the  famous  rivers 
Trent  and  Derwent.  Bottom  fishing  is  all  the 
go,  and  pegged-down  matches  are  common.  But 
in  these  the  Sheffield  anglers  take  the  lead,  having 
up  to  the  present  beaten  all  comers.  They  have 
carried  off  the  premier  honours  during  the  two 
years  in  which  the  All-England  match  has-  been 
fished,  out  of  the  twenty-eight  prizes  between 
twenty-two  and  twenty-six  falling  to  them. 

Of  fly-fishing  most  of  these  men  are  thoroughly 
ignorant.  I do  not  think  there  is  one  in  every 
hundred  who  could  cast  a fly  if  he  were  to  try  ; and 
I do  not  think  there  is  one  in  every  five  hundred  who 
would  care  to  try.  In  fact,  they  seem  to  have  an 
aversion  to  fly-fishing,  regarding  it  as  effemi- 
nate, this  being  due,  of  course,  to  the  cir- 
cumstance that  they  know  nothing  of  the  art, 
skill,  and  knowledge  required  by  a successful  tiy- 
angjer.  But  in  saying  that,  it  must  be  confessed 
that  very  often  the  fly-man  evinces  the  same 
dislike  to  bottom  fishing,  and  for  the  same  reason 
— he  does  not  imagine  that  it  requires  any 
skill  to  catch  a fish  with  a worm  or  gentle. 
Indeed,  I may  say  here  what  I said  earlier 
on — that  many  fly-tishermen  consider  it  an  un- 
dignified and  unsportsmanlike  thing  to  use  any- 
thing beyond  the  natural  fly.  I recall  a case  in 
point.  On  the  Derbyshire  Derwent,  after  a heavy 
fresh,  I met  an  aristocrat  using  the  fly,  and  with 
no  success  at  all.  After  a time  he  took  off  his 
cast,  and  replaced  it  with  a fine  bottom  and  float, 
and  dug  up  a worm.  In  an  hour  he  took  three 
brace  of  lusty  fish.  But  mark  the  sequel.  A 
friend  coming  up,  he  hastily  cut  off  his  bottom 
and  float,  thrust  them  in  his  cap,  and  began  tying 
on  his  cast;  then  he  had  the  impudence  to  tell 
his  friend  he  had  caught  the  six  flsh  with  the  fly. 
Why  this  lie  and  subterfuge  ? Because  he  held 
the  opinion — an  erroneous  one,  but  held  by  many 
such  as  he — that  it  was  infra  dig.  to  be  seen  with 
a float  and  worm,  and  rather  than  be  caught  in 
such  a compromising  situation  he  would  resort 
to  anything.  The  remainder  of  the  day  he  used 
the  fly  and  never  caught  anything.  And  yet  he 
would  not  revert  to  the  former  method  because, 
forsooth,  it  was  unsportsmanlike  ! 

There  is  much  to  be  said  in  favour  of  the 
bottom  fishing  gentry.  They  should  certainly 
have  as  good  a knowledge  of  the  habits  and  haunts 
of  their  prey  as  the  fishers  with  the  fly.  They 
have  to  contend  with  the  difficulties  of  ground 
baiting,  of  which  the  fly-inen  know  nothing ; 
and  successful  ground  baiting  is  not  the  easy 
matter  it  seems.  It  does  not  consist  in  throwing 
a handful  of  bait  listlessly  into  the  water  to  be 
fished.  The  depth  of  water,  the  swiftness  of 
the  current,  the  formation  and  constitution  of 
the  river  bed,  and  the  habits  of  the  particular 
fish  supposed  to  be  there,  have  all  to  be  taken 
into  account,  bait  suitable  for  one  place  being 
altogether  useless  at  another.  The  fly  flsher- 
man  very  often  fishes  a shallow,  clear  stream, 
where  he  can  see  the  fish  and  observe  their 
size,  while  he  learns  whether  they  are  on  the 
feed  or  not  by  seeing  whether  they  rise  to  the 
fly,  the  particular  one  they  are  taking  furnish- 
ing him  with  a suggestion  as  to  the  kind  of  lure 
to  place  before  them.  The  coarse  angler  has 
nothing  of  this  sort  to  guide  him,  coarse  fish 
rarely  taking  the  fly  with  sufficient  avidity  to 
warrant  him  using  it,  while  the  nature  of  the 
water  in  which  they  are  generally  found,  deep 
and  slow,  prevents  him  discerning  their  presence. 
He  has,  therefore,  to  trust  to  his  general  know- 
ledge and  powers  of  perception.  He  may 
chance  to  light  upon  a spot  where  there  is  not 
a single  fish  within  casting  distance.  If  he 
discovers  that,  he  may,  by  a judicious  use  of 
ground  bait,  draw  them  around  him  to  some 
purpose  ; whereas  the  fly-fisherman,  after  making 
a dozen  casts  and  seeing  no  rise,  would,  in  all 
likelihood,  try  further  up  stream.  And  in  the 
matter  of  striking,  the  bottom  angler  has  to  be 
as  wary  and  sha;  p as  the  other,  if  not  more  so. 
The  angler  with  the  fly  sees  the  fish  come  at  it, 
sees  his  snout  above  water,  sees  his  mouth  open 
and  close  upon  the  bait,  and  then  all  he  has  to 
do  is  to  retain  his  coolness,  strike  smartly,  and 
get  his  hook  well  into  the  chops  of  Mr.  Trout. 
The  coarse  fisher  has  nothing  like  this  to  warn 
him.  His  bait  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  water, 
beyond  his  vision,  his  indicator,  so  to  speak,  being 
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his  float,  which  generally  disappears  with  a bite. 
But  there  are  many  other  things  which  cause  a 
float  to  disappear.  It  may  drift  beneath  a stone 
or  other  obstruction,  or  some  body  floating  down 
the  stream  may  catch  the  gut.  Either  of  these 
things  would  cause  the  float  to  disappear.  He 
has  to  distinguish  between  this  and  the  disappear- 
ance caused  by  a bite,  and  then  between  the 
voracious  rush  of  a bream,  perch,  or  eel,  or  the  half 
hearted  nibble  of  a fat  roach — the  one  running 
away  with  the  biit,  and  the  other  warily  sucking 
it  in  the  hope  of  detaching  it  from  the  hook.  As 
for  baits,  he  has  to  observe  the  seasons  and  the 
times  of  the  day  as  much  as  he  who  uses  flies — 
maggot,  worm,  creed  wheat,  paste,  and  grubs, 
having  their  good  and  bad  days  and  hours.  In 
short,  it  only  needs  a little  reflection,  and  a small 
amount  of  practice  at  it,  to  convince  anyone  that 
float  fishing  is  an  important  branch  of  the  art, 
and  that  its  followers  are  deserving  of  even  more 
consideration  than  they  receive.  I’- 


SOME  NOTES  ON  THE  OUSE. 


By  0.  0.  D. 

St.  Neots. — This  town  is  fifty-one  miles  from 
London,  twenty-four  from  Peterborough,  twelve 
from  Bedford,  nine  south-west  from  Huntingdon, 
fourteen  from  St.  Ives,  and  eighteen  from  Cam- 
bridge. It  is  situated  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
Ouse,  here  crossed  by  a bridge  of  three  arches, 
built  so  far  back  as  1589  from  the  ruins  of  the 
priory,  and  connects  Huntingdonshire  with  Bed- 
fordshire. Return  privilege  tickets  from  Moor- 
gate- street  station  5s.  7d.,  King’s  Cross  5s.  5d., 
Holloway  5s.  3d.,  and  Finsbury  Park  5s.  2d. 

The  two  principal  inns  patronised  by  anglers 
are  the  Half  Moon  and  the  Angel.  The  town  is 
some  distance  from  the  station,  but  an  omnibus 
plying  from  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel  meets  the 
trains,  and  the  fare  is  6d.  each  passenger.  The 
Library  and  Literary  Institute  is  situated  in  the 
High-street,  and  contains  upwards  of  2000 
volumes.  The  Victoria  Museum  was  opened  on 
June  26,  1887,  and  contains  a fine  collection  of 
minerals,  shells,  birds,  animals,  and  geological 
specimens. 

The  public  common  is  about  150  acres  in  extent, 
over  which  some  of  the  inhabitants  have  possessed 
certain  rights  from  time  immemorial.  All  the 
bank  swims  in  these  grounds,  extending  from  the 
brewery  to  the  common  land,  are  private.  The 
river  all  along  the  common  land  is  for  the  rnost 
part  shallow  and  very  weedy,  and  not  at  all  suited 
for  bank  fishing.  I am  told  that  the  interior  of 
the  parish  church  of  this  drowsy  old  town  is  very 
fine,  well  worth  seeing,  and  is  often  visited  by 
fishermen  and  others. 

I think  St.  Neots,  or  St.  Nowts  (as  it  is  often 
pronounced  in  the  vernacular),  is  the  most  quiet, 
sleepy  place  of  its  size  with  which  1 am 
acquainted,  the  town  and  the  river  in  this  respect 
being  in  perfect  unison,  there  being  very  little 
life  in  the  one  or  movement  in  the  other;  and 
whilst  standing  at  the  door  of  the  Angel  Inn,  one 
may  occasionally  glance  round  the  extremely 
clean  and  magnificent  Market-square,  surrounded 
with  inns,  shops,  and  important  buildings,  &c., 
without  seeing  a single  soul;  and  after  nine 
o’clock  in  the  evening  it  is  often  as  silent  as  a 
remote  Fen  village.  The  bridge  crossing  the  river 
is  only  a short  distance  from  the  square,  and 
from  this  structure  one  of  the  most  picturesque 
views  of  this  otherwise  unromantic  yet  interesting 
— flowing  as  it  does  for  the  most  part  in  a 
most  circuitous  course,  through  five  or  six  flat  and 
pastoral  counties — can  be  obtained ; i.e.,  for  a 
great  portion  of  the  splendid  reach  comrnencing 
with  the  clump  of  aspens  close  to  the  bridge  on 
the  left  up  to  and  including  the  cluster  of  reedy 
islets  directly  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  secluded, 
tree- sheltered,  rush-fringed,  charming  little  Kym 
or  Weston  river,  near  the  St.  Neots  company’s 
paper  mill,  standing  out  in  bold  relief  in  the 
distance.  The  many  varied  tints  of  the  oak,  lime, 
“rough  elm  and  smooth-grained,  glossy  beech,” 
poplars,  thorns,  not  forgetting  the  fast-changing 
chestnut  in  rich  russet  clad,  scattered  over  the 
grassy  slopes  and  private  grounds,  glowing  in 
the  warm  sun  of  a lovely  October  day,  form  a 
most  pleasing  contrast  to  the  low-lying  level 
common  ground  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
and,  for  the  “slow-winding  Ouse,”  with  its  exceed- 
ingly serpentine  course,  is  a straight,  beautiful. 


broad  reach,  reminding  one  very  forcibly  of 
Cowper,  where  he  says : 

There,  fast  rooted  in  their  bank, 

Stand,  never  overlook’d,  our  favourite  elms. 

That  screen  the  herdsman’s  solitary  hut ; 

While  far  beyond,  and  overthwart  the  stream, 

That,  as  with  molten  erlass,  inlays  the  vale, 

The  sloping  land  recedes  into  the  clouds. 

And,  again,  the  lines  : 

The  Ouse,  dividing  the  well-water’d  land, 

Now  glitters  in  the  sun,  and  now  retires. 

As  bashful,  yet  impatient  to  be  seen, 
would  certainly  apply  to  the  little  river  mentioned 
above,  about  one  mile  from  St.  Neots,  dowm 
stream,  for  in  its  singularly  sinuous  windings 
it  opens  out  into  several  miniature  piky,  breamy- 
looking  pools  ; whilst  here  and  there,  at  a sudden 
bend  or  rather  “ set  ” of  the  stream,  the  marly 
banks  have  been  undermined  by  floods,  and  I 
should  think,  would  be  capital  places  to  fish  from 
a boat  in  a rise  of  water  not  too  much  discoloured. 

I have  no  doubt  many  of  these  pools  afford 
harbour  and  protection  to  pike,  roach,  and  other 
fish  from  the  heavy  rush  of  water  in  the  main 
stream  when  in  flood,  though  now  (Oct.  10)  so 
dead  and  still;  for  fish  detest  a thick,  muddy 
downpour  consequent  on  a flood  in  the  Ouse,  and 
will  hide  in  the  most  out-of-the-way  places  to 
avoid  it.  The  water  is  free  from  Eaton  Mills  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Kym,  but  Mr.  Scard,  of  the 
Angel  Inn,  has  permission  to  fish  from  several 
fields  in  the  private  grounds  above  mentioned. 
In  swims  where  the  general  public  can  only  fish 
from  a boat. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Welland,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  St.  James  Deeping,  I never  saw 
such  a weedy  river  in  my  life,  or  one  for 
a stranger  angler  more  difficult  to  fish,  being 
so  remarkably  low,  and  excessively  bright 
during  the  period  of  my  visit.  In  many 
reaches  great  masses  of  weeds  could  be  seen  for 
some  distance  all  along  the  side,  some  looking  as 
strong  and  vigorous  in  early  October  as  they  did 
in  June,  and  in  places  they  were  so  thick  and 
prolific  that  they  reached  right  across  the  strearn. 
Even  water-lilies  may  be  seen  growing  in  this 
sluggish  stream,  and  only  last  summer  a young 
man  residing  at  St.  Neots  lost  his  life  whilst 
attempting  to  procure  one  from  a canoe  oppo.site 
the  brewery  grounds.  He  was  in  a stooping 
position  when  the  canoe  capsized,  and  had  been 
warned  of  this  dangerous  practice  only  a few 
minutes  before.  The  poet  Cowper  refers  to  the 
lilies  of  the  Ouse  in  his  poem  on  “The  Dog  and 
the  Water-lily,”  where  his  dog  Beau  (according  to 
the  poet),  seeing  exactly  how  matters  stood, 
plunged  in  and  procured  what  he  had  failed  to 
obtain  w*ith  his  cans  only  a short  time  before  ; 
and,  as  he  said,  “ no  fable  ” : 

I saw  him  with  that  lily  cropp’d 
Impatient  swim  to  meet 
My  quick  appro  ich,  and  soon  he  dropp’d 
The  treasure  at  my  feet. 

I had  great  difficulty  in  preventing  an  Irish 
terrier  going  in  and  fetching  my  jack  float  in  a 
similar  manner  near  Houghton  Lock,  but  I doubt 
very  much  if  he  would  have  laid  it  at  my  feet. 

The  above  incident  probably  occurred  near  or  at 
Olney,  where  the  poet  resided  for  a long  period ; 
and,  although  an  angler’s  paradise,  the  river  is 
most  difficult  to  fish  from  the  bank  on  account  of 
the  weeds  ; in  short,  after  walking  along  the  Ouse 
for  miles,  I have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a 
novice  unacquainted  with  its  peculiaritiies  (more 
especially  when  it  is  low  and  clear  as  crystal), 
would  have  considerable  difficulty  in  finding 
swims  in  the  main  stream,  apart  from  mill  pools, 
backwaters,  locks,  staunches,  &c.,  sufficiently 
clear  of  weeds  to  enable  him  to  flsh  from  the 
bank  with  much  chance  of  success.  Under  these 
circumstances  the  best  plan  is  to  apply  to  a local 
angler  of  good  repute,  such  as  Brown,  of  the 
Woolpack  Inn,  (xodmanchester ; J.  VV.  Martin, 
Offord  D’Arcy;  W.  Maulden,  God  man  Chester, 
Hunts;  W.  Ducker,  Great  Paxton,  Hunts;  and 
F.  Thurnell,  Burnes  Walk,  West  End,  St.  Ives, 
Hunts,  who  attends  anglers  with  baits  and  boat  at 
a moderate  charge ; or,  failing  this,  the  next  best 
thing  is  to  hire  a boat,  and  keep  a good  look  out  for 
clear  runs  between  the  weeds,  also  patjhes;  and 
fish  as  (juietly  as  possible  with  a float  and  tackle 
suited  to  the  gentle  stream,  and  with  the  bait 
floating  above  weeds,  where  not  too  thick  or  too 
near  the  surface. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

I am  pleased  to  inform  my  readers  that  Mr.  J.  Mealing', 
of  the  Ship  Inn,  High-street,  Pershore,  has  successfully 
commenced  an  angling  society  at  his  house.  The  first 
meeting  for  the  purpose  of  taking  this  important 
matter  into  consideration  was  held  last  week,  when 
upwards  of  fifty  of  the  anglers  in  Pershore  attended, 
and  had  their  names  enrolled.  Mr.  George  Work- 
man presided  over  the  meeting,  and  explained 
the  objects  of  the  society,  which  were  to  promote 
the  sport  of  angling,  and  to  prevent  netting  and  the 
pollution  of  the  Eiver  Avon  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Pershore,  as  far  as  the  means  of  the  society  would  allow. 
A code  of  rules  were  drawn  up  and  approved  of  by  the 
meeting.  The  entrance  fee  was  fixed  at  Is.  per  member, 
and  the  subscription  3d.  per  week.  It  was  also  resolved 
that  the  society  have  an  annual  contest.  The  election 
of  officers  resulted  in  the  following  gentlemen  being 
elected  to  carry  out  the  work  of  the  society  : President, 
Mr.  G.  Workman  ; vice,  Mr.  W.  Annis  ; hon.  secretary, 
Mr.  F.  Champkin  ; treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Mealing ; com- 
mittee : Messrs.  W.  Taylor,  H.  Workman,  W.  Simpson, 
J.  Dolphin,  T.  Dolphin,  J.  Cosnett,  H.  Hurdman,  T. 
Collins,  H.  Bick,  and  T.  Hall.  A public  meeting  will 
be  held  on  Monday  next,  when  more  members  will  be 
enrolled.  I wish  this  society  every  success,  and 
hope  that  when  they  have  settled  down  into  working 
order  they  will  do  what  they  can  to  stop  the  netting 
which  takes  place  outside  Pershore,  and  that  the 
members  will  do  all  in  their  power  to  maintain  the  high 
reputation  of  the  fishing  at  Pershore,  and,  if  possible,  see 
that  the  close  season  is  respected,  and  also  fix  a size  of 
fish  to  be  taken.  If  these  little  suggestions  can  be 
carried  out  by  the  society,  they  will  earn  the  gratitude 
of  the  greater  portion  of  the  midland  anglers,  who  will 
not  be  slow  to  encourage  them  in  whatever  the  society 
may  undertake  in  these  directions. 

On  Sunday  last  I,  with  four  friends,  paid  a visit  to 
Stratford-on-Avon,  and  found  the  river  in  a very  deplor- 
able condition.  We  went  down  the  river  towards 
Luddington  ; it  was  very  low,  so  low,  in  fact,  that 
we  could  walk  across  it  at  certain  points,  and  the  bed  of 
the  river  could  be  distinctly  seen  all  the  way  down. 
The  water  presented  a dead  aspect,  and  no  fish  of  any 
kind  could  be  seen  by  any  of  us,  and  although  we  fished 
the  best  portions  of  the  river  for  five  hours,  only  two 
very  small  pereh  were  caught,  which  were  returned  to  the 
water  again.  As  we  went  down  the  river,  we  came  across 
a large  pipe  that  came  from  the  Stratford  sewage  farm. 
From  this  pipe  was  running  a nasty  inky  fluid,  which 
gave  forth  a very  offensive  smell,  similar  to  sulphur; 
the  bed  of  the  river  near  to  this  horrid  place  was 
covered  for  about  200  yards  with  a layer  of  mud  the 
colour  of  ink.  This  is  a very  sad  state  of  things,  and 
speaks  bad  for  the  anglers’  prospects  at  Stratford,  and 
I should  advise  my  brother  anglers  to  give  this  part  of 
the  Avon  a wide  berth,  as  it  is  impossible  for  fish  to  live 
in  water  that  is  polluted  like  this,  and  the  sooner  a 
Board  of  Conservators  is  appointed  to  look  after  this 
river  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  anglers. 

I am  pleased  to  notice  the  marked  progress  of  the 
West  Bromwich  Association  ; for  some  time  past  this 
association  has  made  very  little  advancement,  but  now 
I am  pleased  to  say  that  they  have  greatly  augmented 
their  strength,  and  have  at  the  present  time  about 
twenty  more  members  than  they  have  had  at  any  other 
period  in  the  history  of  the  association.  A great  draw- 
back to  them  has  been  the  changes  of  secretaries  from 
time  to  time,  but  now  that  Mr.  G.  Cox  has  taken  the 
office,  I hope  to  see  the  association  make  rapid  progress 
and  prosper. 

The  roach  in  the  Avon  are  not  taking  the  wheat  now, 
they  have  been  oft'  this  bait  about  a fortnight.  Red 
paste  is  now  the  most  killing  bait.  Mr.  Cottrell  took 
some  grand  roach  last  week  with  this  bait  at  Twyning 
Fleet,  fishing  from  the  ferry  boat.  Pike  fishing  on  the 
Avon  has  now  commenced.  Some  few  fish  have  been 
taken,  but  nothing  over  71b.  Some  good  sport  has  been 
had  below  Bridgenorth  with  the  perch,  chub,  and  dace. 
Some  decent  perch  were  caught  at  Tidford  Pool  on 
the  15th  inst.,  and  a pike  about  71b.  on  Wednesday  last. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  fine  open  weather  continues,  and  anglers  are 
making  the  most  of  it  in  the  Fen  District.  Roach  and 
perch  are  still  taken  in  large  quantities  by  the  use  of 
the  worm,  and  further  bags  of  211b.  and  171b.  have 
been  taken  by  Mr.  Nixon — a Forty-foot  angler— this 
week.  Another  subscriber,  Mr.  Pearson,  has  been 
equally  successful,  getting  in  three  days  no  less  than 
401b.  of  fish. 

The  Witham  waters,  between  Boston  and  Lincoln, 
ere  now  in  fine  trim,  and  good  sport  is  the  order  of  the 
day.  The  number  of  visitors  has  fallen  off  considerably 
lately,  but  local  rodsters  have  made  good  bags.  On 
some  of  the  lengths,  notably  about  Tattershall  and 
Bardney,  bream  running  up  to  Clb.  have  been  taken, 
and  one  angler,  in  addition  to  getting  two  bream  weigh- 
ing 101b.  the  pair,  secured  ten  roach,  averaging  fib. 
each,  and  eight  perch,  the  best  weighing  just  over  lib. 

Some  good  fishing  is  also  to  he  had  on  the  Welland, 
where  trolling  is  now  being  pursued  with  very  satis- 
factory results.  Sevei'al  pike,  from  81b.  downwards, 
have  been  landed  this  week.  Most  of  the  fish  have 
been  killed  with  live  bait,  the  spoon  having  been  less 
successful.  Reports  from  many  of  the  private  lakes  in 
South  Lincolnshire  also  show  that  pike  fishing  is 
increasing  in  popularity. 


FRCM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Thanks  to  copious  rainfalls  and  consequent  floods, 
anglers  are  at  last  having  a fair  chance  among  the  big 
fish.  The  presence  of  large  quantities  of  dead  leaves, 
however,  floating  with  the  stream  militates  against 
successful  fishing.  Besides  their  number,  they  are  of 
every  imaginable  colour  and  tint,  and  still  you  must 
find  something  different  to  all  these,  or  your  flies  will 
pass  unnoticed.  In  Underbarrow  Beck  the  vicar  of 
the  parish.  Rev.  J.  McConnell,  last  week  landed  a 
number  of  nice  morts. 

In  North  Westmoreland  the  trout-fishing  season 
closed  nominally  on  Sunday  last.  Like  other  parts,  the 
year  here  will  be  remembered  as  an  indifferently  poor 
one,  the  last  week  or  two  being  the  best  since  the 
opening.  Cumberland  anglers  have  had  nothing  to  com- 
plain of,  good  sport  being  enjoyed  on  most  rivers. 
Amongst  the  names  to  hand  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Cookermouth  the  following  may  be  mentioned  : Messrs. 
McGlasson,  T.  Vickers,  Joseph  Bell,  J.  B.  Wilson,  D. 
Bowe,  J.  D.  Ray,  J.  S.  Benson,  J.  Thompson,  James 
Newman,  John  Atkinson,  G.  Pearson,  J.  Pollock,  Jos. 
Pearson,  John  Clark,  John  Barton,  Daniel  Sanderson, 
and  Joseph  Lister. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Moss  Side  Socials  have  at  last  got  to  the  end  of 
their  long  list  of  fixtures.  On  the  14th  an  extra  contest 
took  place  for  added  and  deferred  prizes,  and  the 
following  members  were  successful  ; 1,  T.  Eoutledge  ; 
2,  A.  Eoutledge ; 3,  J.  Taylor.  The  season  is  to  be 
closed  with  the  annual  supper  at  headquarters  on  the 
28th.  The  stock  fish  purchased  from  Mr.  Ford,  of 
Caistor,  arrived  safely  last  Saturday,  and  in  a few  days 
some  king  carp  may  be  expected,  and  also  some 
tench.  The  board  of  management  of  the  Worsley 
Canal  Fishery  are  noted  for  a meeting  on  the  26th. 
On  the  14th  the  members  of  the  Pride  of  Bolton  Junior 
Angling  Society  visited  the  canal  at  Boothstown  to  fish 
a match.  About  twenty  participated,  but,  like  the 
senior  society  l)earing  the  same  name,  the  sport  obtained 
was  only  moderate,  winners  being  found  as  follows:  1, 
James  Duckworth  ; 2,  Joha  Ridings  ; 3,  Wm.  Calderley  ; 
4,  George  Taylor.  Junior  societies  like  this  one  should 
be  encouraged,  and  would  doubtless  act  as  feeders 
to  the  parent  club  ; the  hours  necessarily  kept  by  adults 
are  not  advisable  for  youngsters. 

The  general  report  of  the  fishing  in  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Ribble  for  the  past  season  is  the  worst  remembered 
for  many  years.  Mr.  Shatter,  of  Oldham,  is  paying  his 
customary  visit  to  Annan  hunting  salmon,  and  Mr. 
Timpc  is  in  Ireland  on  the  same  errand. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

A few  catches  of  from  141b.  to  .301b.  of  roach  have 
been  obtained  during  the  week  at  Brundall  and  Bucken- 
ham-on-the-Yare.  The  waters  are  all  in  good  condition 
for  pike  fishing,  and  several  bags  have  been  made  of  fish 
at  different  stations  on  both  Yare  and  Bure,  the  best 
catch  being  nine  fish  from  41b.  to  71b.  each,  taken  spin- 
ning a dead  natural,  between  Buckenbam  and  Strump- 
shaw  on  Monday. 

Codling  fishing  is  still  splendid  sport,  and  the  fish  are 
now  running  larger  than  earlier  in  the  season.  The  best 
baits  are  mussels  and  whelks. 

I hear  that  some  good  perch  have  been  taken  on  the 
Waveney,  at  Beccles,  one  of  the  fish  weighing  over  31b. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Heavy  rain  fell  on  Tuesday,  and  on  the  following  day 
the  Trent,  in  this  district,  began  to  rise.  Anglers  will 
not,  however,  be  seriously  troubled.  A thorough  scour- 
ing out  would  do  an  immensity  of  good. 

In  the  King’s  Mills  length  on  Thursday  and  Friday, 
splendid  sport  was  obtained,  chiefly  amongst  roach. 
The  water  was  then  on  a few  inches,  and  the  temporary 
rise  seemed  to  create  in  the  fish  a new  lease  of  life. 
On  the  former  day  Mr.  T.  Wood  bagged  201b.  of  roach 
in  less  than  three  hours.  All  the  fish  ran  a large  size, 
one — a grand  specimen — pulling  down  the  beam  at 
lib.  lOoz.  The  same  gentleman  also  caught  several 
very  fine  bream,  including  one  of  41b.  12oz.  Both  were 
recorded  on  the  books  of  the  Wellington  Society,  of 
which  Mr.  Wood  is  a popular  member.  On  the  second 
day  (Friday)  he,  with  his  son  and  Mr.  G.  Waterall,  took 
30ib.  of  roach  and  chub.  All  the  fish  were  in  excellent 
condition. 

Some  fair  lots  of  roach  were  secured  in  the  Weston 
fishery  on  Monday,  and  already  pike  here  are  beginning 
to  accept  the  trolling  bait.  A big  rise  would  no  doubt 
bring  on  the  big  bream. 

At  Shardlow,  on  Saturday,  the  Wellington  Society,  who 
rent  the  water,  fished  their  closing  match  of  the  season. 
A number  of  valuable  prizes  were  offered  for  competi- 
tion, but  unfortunately  less  than  a score  competitors 
turned  up.  The  fish  were  not  in  a feeding  humour,  and, 
as  a result,  only  light  bags  were  made.  The  first  prize 
fell  to  Mr.  G.  R.  Wilford,  the  second  to  Mr.  W.  Stevens, 
the  third  to  Mr.  T.  Bnrgoyne,  and  the  fourth  to  Mr.  W. 
Marshall. 

The  Durham  Ox  Society  held  their  half-yearly  dinner 
last  night  (Friday),  at  headquarters,  when  the  following 
prizes  were  awarded  : Barbel,  1st  and  special,  Mr.  F. 
Gates,  41b.  lljoz.  Roach,  1st  and  special, Mr.  W.  Stevens, 
11b.  lOoz.  Dace,  1st,  Mr.  A.  Wesson,  ll^oz.  ; 2nd,  T. 
Templeman,  7oz. ; 3rd,  E.Ferneyhough,  6Joz.  Bream,  1st, 
Mr.  J.  E.  Westly,  2|lb. ; special,  Mr.  W.  Stevens,  3|lb. 
Perch,  1st  and  special,  Mr.  J.  Clarke,  11b.  5^oz.  Chub, 
special,  Mr.  W.  Stevens, 21b.  2^oz.  Bleak,  1st  and  special, 
Mr.  A.  Wesson,  2|oz.  Mr.  W.  Stevens  won  a special 


prize  for  the  gross  weight  of  specimen  fish  recorded  on 
the  society’s  books  during  the  summer  campaign,  and  as 
hon.  secretary  of  the  society  he  was  warmly  congratu- 
lated on  his  great  success. 

Next  week  I hope  to  give  the  prize  list  of  the 
Wellington  Society. 

Fishing  pursuits  near  the  town  have  been  much  inter- 
fered with  by  squally  weather.  At  Wilford  Mr.  J.  Boyd 
has  excelled  amongst  roach,  and  some  pike  on  Monday 
were  got  by  poachers  from  a punt  in  front  of  Clifton 
Grove. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

A very  important  fixture  came  off  last  Monday  in  the 
waters  of  the  Witham,  between  Kirkstead  and  Stix-  ; 
would.  The  event  was  a sweepstakes,  open  to  all  Eng-  i 
land,  promoted  by  the  Sheffield  Anglers’  Association,  the 
entrance  fee  being  ^61  each.  As  it  was  the  last  compe- 
tition of  the  year,  as  many  as  could  spare  the  necessary  | 
“ sov.”  entei’ed  therein,  thirty-one  in  all  paying  the  ! 
fee.  The  entrants  included  the  best  known  of  the 
Sheffield  angling  fraternity,  among  the  number  being  ; 
the  winner  of  the  last  all-England  match,  and  others 
who  have  taken  high  honours  in  fishing  matches 
daring  the  season.  In  addition  there  were  repre-  i 
sentatives  from  Leeds,  Lincoln,  Gainsborough,  Conis-  j 
borough,  and  Newark,  the  visitors  being  allowed  the  I 
privilege  of  “bossing”  the  arrangements  for  draw- 
ing and  stations,  "rhis  was  in  consequence  of  the  i 
Sheffield  men  outnumbering  the  others,  and  was  the  out- 
come of  a genuine  desire  to  let  the  strangers  feel  that, 
though  fewer  in  numbers,  they  were  on  the  same  footing 
as  the  others.  Fishing  lasted  two  hours  and  three- 
quarters,  and  was  proceeded  with  under  very  favourable  ! 
circumstances,  the  only  thing  not  being  quite  in  favour  | 
of  the  rodsters  being  the  clearness  of  the  water.  The  I 
results  were  remarkable.  All  caught  fish,  the  first  man  ! 
landing  121b.  Ojoz.,  and  the  last  man  taking  lib.  Con- 
sidering the  shortness  of  the  time  fished  the  catchss  are 
very  creditable.  The  first  man,  Alf.  Crofts,  is  one  of  | 
the  best  known  anglers  in  Sheffield  or  district.  Of  the  j 
other  prize-winners,  it  is  again  singular  that  out  of  the  j 
fifteen  who  secured  money  awards,  they  were  all  Shef-  | 
fielders  but  one,  he  hailing  from  Conisborough — really  in  j 
the  S heffield  district — being  next  to  the  last.  The  visitors,  , 
wonderful  to  remark,  were  again  at  the  bottom  of  the  j 
list,  thus  proving  once  again  the  superiority  of  the 
Sheffield  anglers  over  all  comers.  The  first  prize  was 
d£10.  The  second,  .£5,  was  won  by  W.  Wainwright, 
who  was  only  Ifoz.  behind  the  first.  Fancy  a 
paltry  Ujoz.  making  a difference  of  .£5.  It  must 
be  awfully  tantalising — to  the  second  man,  that  is. 
Taken  altogether  the  affair  was  a pleasant  wind-up  to 
the  season,  and  will  be  remembered  with  pleasure  by  all 
who  had  to  do  with  it. 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

Heavy  rains  have  fallen  in  the  upper  districts  of  the 
Severn  and  Vyrnwy,  and  the  rivers  are  higher  than  they 
have  been  for  many  months.  The  water  is  considerably 
discoloured,  and  fishing  impracticable,  but  should  a spell 
of  dry  weather  follow  the  rain,  pike  and  pereh  fishing 
will  be  at  its  best.  The  flood  water  will  have  the 
beneficial  effect  of  cleansing  the  river  from  the 
impurities  which  have  existed  throughout  the  summer 
months,  and  also  should  insure  a good  run  of  autumn 
salmon.  Last  winter  and  spring  there  were  more 
salmon  in  the  river,  in  the  upper  waters,  than  has  been 
the  case  for  a number  of  years,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
throughout  the  autumn  months  the  stream  maintained  a 
high  level,  enabling  the  fish  to  overcome  the  many 
anificial  and  natural  obstacles  in  the  shape  of  inefficient 
passes,  &c.,  which  interfere  with  their  progress  to  the 
spawning  grounds  of  the  upper  reaches. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  several  of  the  members  of 
the  Corporation  of  Shrewsbury  are  becoming  fully  alive 
to  the  necessity  of  adopting  some  comprehensive  scheme 
for  dealing  with  the  sewage  of  the  borough,  other  than 
by  polluting  the  river  to  the  extent  it  does  under  the 
present  circumstances,  or  at  least  mitigating  the  present 
evil.  There  is  no  doubt  that,  in  the  near  future,  loca 
authorities  generally  will  be  compelled,  in  the  interests 
of  the  public  health,  as  well  as  that  of  the  fishing 
industry,  to  remove  from  the  stream  the  unsightly  and 
pernicious  drain  pipes  that  are  freely  scattered  about  in 
every  locality.  It  will  not  be  long,  doubtless,  ere  the 
County  Councils  will  be  obliged  to  force  the  carrying 
out  of  the  provisions  of  the  Rivers  Pollution  Act. 
Shrewsbury  is  by  no  means  the  only  offending  town, 
but  Welshpool,  Worcester,  Gloucester,  and  other  smaller 
localities  will  at  the  same  time  have  to  take  similar 
action.  


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  late  rain  has  caused  a considerable  increase  of 
water  in  Teme  and  Severn.  The  latter  is  very  much 
discoloured,  and  the  worm  fishermen  have  been  bufy 
among  the  roach,  eels,  and  flounders,  but  the  fly 
fisherman  may  consider  his  occupation  gone  for  the 
present.  A few  days  ago  their  hopes  were  strong, 
the  cold  nights  had  improved  grayling  fishing  so  much, 
and  nice  baskets  were  taken.  When  the  rivers  have 
had  a good  swill  out  no  doubt  angling  will  be  better 
all  round. 

The  Working  Men’s  Angling  Society  had  their  cup 
competition,  in  Hawford  Brook,  on  Saturday  evening 
last,  but  the  weather  was  bad  and  the  mills  not  at  work, 
consequently  sport  was  almost  nil.  No  fish  under  3oz. 
are  allowed  to  be  weighed,  and  there  were  none  heavy 
enough  to  pass  the  scales.  The  cup  therefore  is  in 
hand  until  next  season. 


FROM  IRELAND. 

, DUBLIN— Kod-fishinfr  in  tVie  rivers  of  the  counties 
Dublin  Wicklow,  and  Wexford,  is  now  virtually  over 
for  the  season,  and  indeed  the  closing  days  were  marked 
with  a very  poor  degree  of  sport.  The  weather  has 
been  by  no  means  inviting,  and  m the  former  dist  i 
especially  the  waters  have  for  the  past  three  weeks  been 
so  low  as  to  spoil  anything  like  satisfaction  m angling. 
Lake  fishing  in  Wicklow  (at  Lough 

Churches,  Glendalough),  and  canal  fishing  through 
Dublin,  Meath,  and  Kildare,  afford  a good  recompense, 
however,  at  this  time  of  the  year  and  these  OPP^’- 
tunities  are  being  aptly  availed  of  by  devotees  of  the 

"^°LordVyrone  is  at  present  staying  at  Carraghmore, 
CO  Waterford,  where  ho  has  been  enjoying  some  excel- 
lent fishing  and  shooting  on  one  of  the  best  preserves  in 

^'^ThrEingsend  (Dublin)  Technica,!  and  Fishery  School 
was  recently  opened  by  the  Earl  of  Pembroke.  ^ , 

The  Limerick  Fishery  Conservators  have  just  held  a 
special  meeting  with  respect  to  the  salmon  fisheries  ot 
the  Shannon,  at  which  a strong  resolution  was  Passed, 
impressing  upon  the  Government  the  absolute  necessity 
of  affording  the  assistance  of  both  the  police  and  coast- 
guard services  in  the  protection  of  the  rivers  in  t^r 
charge,  as  owing  to  the  enormous  area  of  the  Shannon 
and  its  tributaries  the  funds  of  the  board  are  not  sufF^ 
cient  to  enable  them  to  cope  with  the  wholesale  poaching 
oirriod  on  in  the  district. 


The  sole  varies  in  size  according  to  age  and  feeding. 
When  he  is  first  hatched  he  is  symmetrical,  like  the 
cod  or  the  haddock.  He  boasts  of  an  eye  on  each  side 
of  the  head,  and  he  is  able  to  swim  vertically.  But  in 
the  next  stage  he  lies  prone  upon  the  sand,  and  both  his 
eyes  are  “topside.”  When  a year  has  elapsed  he  is 
about  Sin.  in  length,  and  he  grows  at  the  rate  of  3in. 
every  year  as  long  as  he  lives,  the  rapidity  of  his 
increase  in  size  varying  as  the  amount  of  food  and  other 
similar  conditions.  The  largest  sole  on  record  was  2om. 
long  and  lliin.  wide,  and  weighed  91b. 

• The  Countess  of  Wilton,  of  The  Hatch,  near  Windsor 
who  is  well  known  as  one  of  the  most  enthusi^tic  and 
Skilful  lady  anglers  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Ihamei, 
has  met  with  indifferent  sport  this  season  amongst  the 
barbel  compared  with  that  of  1892  when  the  average 
daily  take  was  421b..  best  day  1451b.,  this  included  a 
grand  specimen  of  91b.  2oz.  The  season,  now  practically 
over  for  barbel,  has  resulted  in  an  average  of  201b  or 
less  than  half  that  of  1892,  and  the  best  day  but  < 01b 
largest  fish  741b.  This  has  been  due  undoubtedly  to  the 
lon»  drought,  as  her  ladyship  fishes  very  fine,  and  her 
fishing  attendant,  Mr.  E.  Plummer,  juu.,  of  Monkey 
Island  who  has  now  been  in  her  service  over  seven 
years,  is  a keen  angler,  and  moat  energetic  in  properly 
baiting  and  selecting  swims._  There  has  been  no  stint 
in  the  matter  of  bait,  which  is  freely  used,  and  without 
which  barbel  fishing  is  but  poor  sport  unless  the  river 
ia  hi<rh  and  thick,  then  many  heavy  baskets  may  be  had 
in  the  eddies  by  ledgering  from  the  bank  with  worm.  Her 
ladyship  has,  during  the  past  few  days,  been  devoting 
attration  to  the  jack,  and  fish  of  7ljb.,  61b.,  and  54lb. 
have  been  captured.  She  will  only  allow  one  rod  to  bo 
used,  and  that  by  herself,  an  example  which  is  worthy 
of  imitation,  as  it  is  a notorious  fact,  especially  amongst 
club  anglers,  that  the  attendant  is  allowed  to  fash,  and 
the  fish  in  very  many  cases  are  weighed  in  as  bona  flde 
captures  of  the  “clubite.”  One  of  the  most  curious 
captures  her  ladyship  has  made  was  a handsome  chub  of 
41b.  5joz.,  which  she  caught  whilst  live  baiting  tor  jack; 
the  bait  used  was  a gudgeon. 

The  Select  Committee  on  the  state  of  our  fisheries, 
in  their  report  issued  on  Saturday,  state  that  there  is 
no  indication  of  any  falling  off  in  the  number  of  her- 
rings to  be  found  off  our  coasts  ; and,  with  the  one  ex- 
ception of  the  herring  fishing  at  Howth,  in  Ireland,  no 
allegation  has  ever  been  made  of  any  permanent  dep.e- 
tion  having  occurred  with  regard  to  this  most  important 
fishery.  As  to  other  round  fish,  amongst  the  most 
important  of  which  are  the  cod  and  the  haddock,  there 
has  been  no  important  diminution  of  their  numbers^ 
“ When  however,  we  come  to  the  large  class  ot  nat 
fish”  the  Committee  continue,  “ the  circumstances 
differ.  Off  the  south  coast  of  England  the  evidence 
seems  to  show  with  regard  to  these  fish  also  that  there 
has  been  little  or  no  falling-off  in  their  size  or  abun- 
dance ; but  when  we  turn  to  the  great  fishing  grounds 
of  the  .North  Sea,  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  a 
considerable  diminution  has  occurred  amongst  the  more 
valuable  classes  of  flat  fish,  especially  amongst  soles  and 
plaice,  and  that  this  diminution  must  be  attributed 
to  over-fishing  by  trawlers  in  certain  localities.  H is 
true  that  there  will  not  be  found  a great  fallin^-off  in 
the  bulk  of  these  fish  landed  on  the  east  coast,  but  tne 
appliances  for  catching  them  have  of  recent  years  been 
greatly  increased  in  size  and  efficiency,  and  the  fashing 
grounds  have  been  largely  extended  in  area,  trawlers 
going  as  far  as  the  coast  of  Iceland  to  the  north,  and 
to  the  Portuguese  coast  in  the  south.  The  great  fallmg- 
off,  too,  in  the  size  of  the  flat  fish  caught  on  the  older 
fishing  grounds  in  the  North  Sea  is  also  a matter  ot 
universal  observation.  An  immense  number  ot  these 
smaller-sized  fish  are  caught  on  the  shallow  ^^y 
grounds  on  the  east  side^  of  the  North  Sea,  oft  the 
Dutch  and  German  coasts.”  


ANSWERS  TO  CORRBSPONDEN IS. 

Southwood.— Your  query  is  fully  answered 
contemporary,  the  Field,  of  Oct.  14,  as  follows  : Sea- 

Fishinu  AT  Giubaptab.— In  answer  to  X.  Y.  b.,  there 
ia  some  sea-fishing  about  Gibraltar,  but  it  can  '^dly  be 
called  good.  There  are  a few  bass,  ““y \ 
the  bream  kind,  and  occasionally  mackerel  outside,  but 
the  takes  seem  to  be  seldom 

general  clearness  of  the  water,  a good  dea,lof  the  fishing 
IS  done  at  night.  I have  occasionally  had  sport  on  the 
surface,  from  steamers  in  the  bay,  among  bream  and  a 
kind  of  golden-striped  mallet,  but  it  seems  to  have 
fallen  oft  lately.  Something  may  ^metimes  be  done 
with  the  rod  from  rocks,  piers,  &c.  For  this  purpose  it 
would  bo  desirable  to  make  friends  with  some  expe- 
rienced local  amateur,  of  whom  there  are  doubtless 
some  keen  hands  among  the  garrison.  Grey  mullet  are 
plentiful  in  some  parts  of  the  harbour,  but  are  shy  and 
Lpricious,  as  usual.  The  neighbouring 
mostly  barbel,  which  afford  sport  of  a kind,  but  do  not 
run  very  large.  An  occasional  excursion  might  be  made 
to  Tangier,  outside  which  interesting  Moorish  port 
there  is  sometimes  good  sport  to  be  had  with  mackerel, 
bonito,  and  other  migratory  fish,  and  the  bonito  are 
at  certain  seasons  caught  in  large  qua,ntities  iiT™  “1““ 
Portuguese  craft  sailing  in  the  Straits,  also  down  the 
Moorish  coast  towards  Larache,  but  for  this  purpose  it 
would  be  necessary  to  choose  one  s tinie  (spring, 
believe,  for  the  bonito),  and  go  out  in  the  boat  ot  a 
Moorish,  Portuguese,  or  Spanish  professional,  hrom 
Tangier  Tetuan  may  be  reached  in  a ride  ot  about  a day 
andl  half,  and  there  a little  trout-fishing  may  be  done, 
as  well  as  some  fair  wildfowling  in  the  neighbourhood. 
— Sabceple  (Genoa,  Oct.  10).”  _ 

Inquibeb.— We  believe  there  is  a small  sheet  of 
water  in  some  grounds  at  Ealing,  but  quite  private, 
and  the  fish  were  killed  by  the  recent  severe  winters 
Eoameb.— The  Fi>diinq  Gazette  is  taken  each  week  at 
the  headquarters  of  the  British  Sea  Angler  s Society  (Gb, 
Hay  market). 


WE  WANT  the  names  and  addresses  of  every  angler 
■who  does  not  take  in  the  Fixhing  Gazette.  Send  postcard 
for  “ Specimen  Copy  ” to  Manager,  St.  Dunstan  s House, 
Fleet-street,  London,  E.C. 


[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 

expressed  by  our  Correspondents. J 

“ One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi- 
ment.”—'!. E.  Pbitt. 

SALMON  TAKING  BAIT  IN  THE  SEA. 
gij5_With  reference  to  this  point,  which  seems  to 
have  ’hitherto  been  a vexata  questio,  an  incident  ftas 
come  to  my  notice.  This  week  a gentleman  reached 
this  port  in  his  yacht  from  Fishguard.  On  his  way  up, 
when  fishing  for  mackerel,  he  brought  on  deck  a sewin 
or  young  salmon,  which  was  about  ilb.  weight.  A 
perusal  of  the  appended  certificate  may  be  interesting 
to  your  readers,  and  may  operate  as  an  incentive  to 
some  of  them  ti  write  their  experiences  and  publish 
what  they  may  have  seen  and  heard  in  connection  with 

w^e^“the  undersigned,  being  respectively  the  owner 
and  master  of  the  yacht  Hoyden,  of  Fishguard,  fiereby 
certify  that  when  off  Dinas  Head,  railing  for  mackerel 
with  a patent  spinner  (Hearder^l,  we  caught  a sewin  or 
young  salmon  about  11  a.m.  on  Tuesday  Oct.  9,  189-1. 

> ^ ‘-  Heebebt  Woethinuton, 

“ W.  G.  Evans. 

“ Witness,  Thomas  Pugh,  Hon.  See.  Aeron  Fishery 
Association. 

“ Aberayon,  Oct.  10,  1893.”  , 

It  is  somewhat  curious  to  consider  the  heterogenous 
nature  of  the  catch  which  Mr.  Worthington  informs  me 
he  effected  with  the  same  bait,  to  wit  : Mackerel,  gar- 
fish, pollack,  ray,  gurnard,  whiting,  the  young  salmon 
above  referred  to,  and  a black  and 
&c.,  

THE  VAGAEIES  OF  EELS. 

Sib,— On  Oct.  14  an  eel  got  into  one  of  my  iMt 
screens  made  of  fin.  mesh  galvanized  netting.  e 
tried  one  of  the  meshes,  and  with  great  difficulty  got 
half  his  body  through,  but  the  remainder,  being  cra- 
siderably  enlarged  by  the  process  refused  to  pass.  Ho 
was  now  hanging  head  downwards,  and  so  tightly  tixea 
that  he  could  not  wriggle  back.  He,  therefore,  tried  to 
come  back  head  foremost,  and  in  doing  this  entered  ^e 
next  mesh  to  the  one  which  contained  his  body.  He 
easily  succeeded  in  getting  the  free  half  of  his  body 
through,  but  could  for  some  time  do  no  more  although 
the  middle  portion  was  in  a state  of  considerable  tension. 
The  wire  of  the  net  was  buried  in  his  skin,  which  after 
a while  gave  way,  and  his  flesh  offering  less  resistance 
to  the  pressure,  was  cut  right  through,  backbone  and 
all  being  nearly  severed.  This  weakened  his  efforts, 

and  soon  ended  in  death.  ui  i 

I once  watched  an  eel,  whose  progress  was  blocked  by 
a screen  in  one  of  my  raceways,  try  it  aU  ^ 

in  the  corners.  Finding  he  could  not  get  through  he 
examined  the  bank  alongside,  and,  feeling  it  soft,  he 
plunged  into  the  earth  and  went  right  round  the  side- 
board of  the  screen,  which  was  let  into  the  bank  for  bin. 
or  8in.,  and  tightly  rammed  with  sods.  The  creature 
quietly  emerged  from  the  bank  a little  higher  up,  and 
went  on  his  way  delighted.  All  this  was  observed  on  a 
dark  night  by  the  aid  of  a lantern.  He  was  not  allowed 
to  go  far,  however,  for  a fine  net  was  sent  for,  and  he 
was  watched  a little  further  until  it  arrived,  and  then 
he  was  arrested  and  put  to  death.  I am,  &c. 

Solway  Fishery,  Dumfries.  J.  T.  Abmistead. 


CLEAE  WATER  WORM  FISHING. 

Sib— I had  fully  intended  replying  in  last  week’s 
issue  to  Mr.  Tod’s  analysis  of  my  recent  article  on  the 
above  subject,  but  other  raattirs  croppad  up  and  my 
letter  had  to  stand  over.  For  my  own  part,  although  I 
have  been  an  ardent  fisherman  for  over  thirty  years,  1 
am  always  delighted  ti  learn  any  fresh  wrinkle  or  to 
compare  notes  with  any  old  hand  ; the  man 
that  he  knows  all  about  fish  and  fashmg  is  not  worthy  of 
the  name  of  an  angler.  Before  this  ^®bter  appears  m 
print  I shall  have  sent  Mr.  Tod  some  eyed  hooks  made 
specially  for  the  purpose,  and  which  are  bright  i^tead 
of  blue  ; but  I still  prefer  my  old  fashioned  tack  e 
wrapped  with  crimson  silk,  in  fact  almost  all  the  tackle 
I use  is  exactly  the  same  as  I employed  in  the  days  of 
my  apprenticeship  to  the  gentle  art,  excepting  that  I 
now  use  drawn  gut  in  place  of  single  hair  which  is  at 
the  present  time  almost  unprocurable  ot  the  same 
quality  as  could  be  met  with  twenty  years  ago. 

As  regards  worms,  I should  still  prefer  brandlings,  it 
they  could  be  toughened,  but  they  cannot,  theretore  i 
employ  small  maidendew  worms,  scoured  in  clean  moss 
until  they  are  clear  and  pink  in  colour.  Lhe  worm 
which  Mr.  Tod  describes  as  “ a well-scoured,  pink- 
tailed,  black-headed  worm,  about  the  thickness  ot  a 
quill  ” is  exactly  what  I use,  and  is  a maidendew  worm^.^ 
With  regard  to  sinkers,  I still  say  “ do  not  use  them, 
that  is  when  fishing  clear  water  worm  during  June  and 
July  on  the  shallows.  There  are  certain  lengths  ot  the 
Eden  Yore,  and  Wharfe,  where  I do  use  a sinker  but 
that  i’s  where  there  are  deep  gullies  between  rocks  or 
strong  gravelly  streams  where  large  trout  frequently 
lurk,  but  that  is  a different  style  of  fishing.  I well 
remember  fishing  a preserved  length  of  the  Yore  on  the 
Saturday  before  the  Queen’s  J ubilea.  It  was  a blazing 
hot  day",  and  I could  see  fish  a long  way  ahead  ot  me. 
Just  under  a steep  bank  fringed  with  willow  trees  the 
river  contracted  into  a strong  stream  with  a thick  bed 
of  water  celery  at  either  side.  I thought  it  looked  a 
likely  place,  and  attached  a shot  to  my  unweighted 
tackle.  At  the  first  cast  I hooked  a trout  which  weighed 
11b.  2oz.,  and  the  next  cast  landed  another  an 
heavier.  Both  these  were  lying  under  the  shade  ot  the 
weeds,  and  I saw  them  both  distinctly  as  they  .siUed 
out  and  took  the  bait.  Now  in  that  case  an  unweighted 
line  would  not  have  answered.  Your  correspondent  in 
last  Saturday’s  issue  is  quite  right  about  the  con- 
venience  of  lead  wire,  and  I will  send  Mr.  Tod  a little 
with  the  hooks.  In  conclusion,  I am  very  pleased 
indeed  that  such  an  accomplished  trout  fisherman,  as 
Mr.  Tod  undoubtedly  is,  should  in  the  main  agree  with 
my  remarks,  and,  if  spared  until  another  trout  sea^n, 
I shall  give  the  swivel  dodge  a real  good  trial,  ihe 
old  adage  nuot  homines  tot  sententice  holds  good 
with  respect  to  angling  matters  as  in  any  other. 

I am,  &c.,  Fbancis  M.  Walbban. 


RE  WORM  FISHING  IN  CLEAE  WATEE. 

Sib, — Your  correspondents  “ Greta  ’ and  J.  T.  H. 
mention  my  paper  on  the  above  subject.  1 o Greca  1 
should  be  glad  to  write  personally  on  the  subject,  it  ho 
desires  it,  for  one  has  no  right  to  go  over  and  over  such 
ground  in  the  columns  of  the  i ishing  Gazette.  i 
feel  sure  that  ‘ ‘ Greta  ” possesses  a fraternal  spirit,  and 
to  such  a one  I would  willingly  impart  any  knowledge  1 

^"rmay'remark  that  in  this,  as  in  all  other  branches  of 
trout  fishing,  “ the  proof  of  the  pudding  lies  in  the  eating 
thereof,”  and  the  man  who  can  kill  trout  when  others 
cannot,  is  the  best  angler  for  that  day,  anyhow. 

On  nearly  all  streams  of  any  size  and  volume  1 use  a 
sinker  when  the  wind  is  at  all  strong,  but  at  times  1 use 
the  very  smallest.  At  other  times  in  a gale  down  stream 
I use  two  shot,  for  it  is  folly  to  let  the  worm  come  down 
to  one’s  feet  in  a second.  You  don  t halj  fish  your 

'^I*^knew  Dicky  Routledge,  who  acknowledged  that  I 
had  shown  him  two  things  he  had  never  seen  or  heard 
of— spinning  the  worm  for  one,  under  special  circum- 
stances, and  ia  thin  p’laces— and  we  parted  the  bestot 
friends,  he  swearing  that  ho  would  do  wonders  another 
year  after  my  little  hint,  which  he  saw  was  a practical 
success  that  day,  when  he  was  out  of  it,  but  he  died 
instead ! As  to  fishing  down  stream  with  the  worrn,  may 
I ask  “Greta”  to  read  carefully  my  paper  lu  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  23,  1889,  entitled  ‘ Soine  New 
Angling  Experiences,”  and  he  will  see  that  I have 
used  this  method,  but  I never  use  it  unless  I am 
compelled  to  by  force  of  circumstances,  and  prefer 
to  shot  my  line  and  fish  up  if  possible,  even 
when  the  wind  is  high  and  is  down  stream.  in 
a dead  calm,  even  on  a large  river,  when  it  is  low 
and  full  of  weeds  and  slime,  one  of  course  dispenses 
with  all  sinkers  when  fishing  thin  places,  but  suppose 
you  come  to  a deep  and  rapid  run  (a  throat),  come  now, 

“ Greta,”  do  you  expect  to  get  the  large  trout  by  castiug 
up  into  the  very  centre  of  such  a stream  without  a 
sinker  ? If  a trout  comes  he  goes  for  the  floating  worm 
in  a flurry,  and  only  gets  pricked-worst  of  all,  he  never 
sees  it  at  all,  generally  !— and  so  I say,  let  us  adapt  our- 
selves to  circumstances,  and  this  is  why  I hoped  that 
Mr  Walbran,  who  is  both  an  excellent  angler  and  fasti- 
ing  tackle  maker,  might  be  able  to  invent  some  more 
rapid  way  of  taking  off  and  on  a tiny  shot.  What  Mr. 
“ J.  T.  H.”  means  by  his  sarcasm  I cannot  undersfcana, 
but'l,  of  course,  have  known  for  years  all  about  that  some- 
what clumsy  “ lead  wire.”  I still  hope  that  Mr.  Walbran 
may  suggest  or  invent  what  to  me  and  to  many  others 
would  prove  a boon,  and  my  appeal  is  by  no  manner  of 
means  “ pathetic,”  but  practical.  The  difficulty  is  m tne 
size  for  with  large  bullets  there  need  be  no  such  trouble. 
I may  mention  the  sort  of  idea  uppermost  in  my  mind  at 
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this  moment,  viz.,  a shot  in  which  is  embedded  a thin 
piece  of  soft  wire  which  conld  be  bent  over  the  shot  and 
even  made  to  encircle  it ; this  could  be  taken  on  and  off 
easily.  All  I want  is  to  be  able  to  use.  and  to  dispense 
with,  a shot  in  a second  or  two;  and  every  practical 
clear  water  worm  fisher  will  at  once  see  the  value  of 
such  a little  invention.  For,  as  some  one  has  wisely 
said,  “Trifles  make  perfection,  but  perfection  is  no 
trifle,’’  and  it  is  by  attention  to  such  details  that  any- 
thing like  a perfect  system  is  attained  eventually  in 
anything. — 1 am,  &c.,  E.  M.  Ton. 

P.S. — Whilst  revising  proof  of  this  letter,  I wish  to 
say  that  I think  I have  solved  the  problem  of  a shot 
which  can  be  readily  added  or  removed — but  of  this 
more  anon.  


FISHING  OFF  DEAL  PIER. 

Sir, — You  will  no  doubt  recollect  publishing  a letter 
from  me  about  this  time  last  year  with  regard  to  the  accom- 
modation for  anglers  on  Deal  Pier,  and  that  I informed 
your  readers  that  the  proprietors  had  replied  to  a letter 
from  me  favourable  to  certain  suggestions  I made.  To 
my  surprise  I found  on  reaching  Deal  at  the  beginning 
of  last  month  that  nothing  whatever  had  been  done  to 
facilitate  the  fishing  there.  The  only  alteration  that  I 
found  was  that  the  proprietors  had  formed  into  a limited 
liability  company,  and  that  the  fishing  was  practically 
limited  also— to  the  front,  where  you  are  incommoded 
by  calling  steamers  and  smaller  craft,  so  that  fishing 
instead  of  being  a pleasure  proves  itself  a curse.  Deal 
is  getting  better  known  than  ever  as  a fishing  station, 
and  this  year  has  been  so  crowded  that  the  profits 
arising  to  the  company  must  be  enormous.  Is  it  asking 
too  much  that  those  gentlemen  who  not  only  pay  to  go 
on  the  pier,  but  also  take  a ticket  for  fishing,  should  have 
some  better  accommodation  ? If  one  fishes  from  the  side 
decks  the  top  of  your  rod  is  likely  to  break  in  the  strike, 
as  it  is  sure  to  come  into  contact  with  the  extended 
upper  deck,  and  if  one  casts  his  line  from  the  side  piece 
four  times  out  of  six  begets  entangled  in  the  cross  tyres 
or  in  the  upper  rails.  Not  only  is  it  vexatious,  but  this 
“style  of  angling”  loses  the  fish.  Everyone  at  Deal 
cries  out : “Will  nothing  be  done,  or  shall  we  migrate 
to  Dover  ? ” — I am,  &c..  G.  Read  Clarke. 

152,  Rosendale-toad,  West  Dulwich,  S.E. 


NORFOLK  FISHING. 

Sir,  — In  reference  to  “ Templar's  ” remarks  on 
Norfolk  fishing  in_F.  O.,  Sept.  16,  and  Oct.  14,  that 
“ the  roach  swarm  in  countless  thousands,  but  run  very 
small,  for  theraostpart  belowthe  Thames  limitof  7in.,” 
I beg  to  say  that  except  at  Wroxham,  where  owing  to 
the  traffic  of  yachts  and  steam  launches,  one  generally 
gets  but  small  fish,  the  roach  are  of  very  good  average 
size,  far  above  the  Thames  limit.  Between  the  dates 
inentioncd,  I note  be  has  made  a trip  on  the  Norfolk 
rivers,  and  “ from  his  own  experience  and  inquiries 
made,  he  cannot  vary  his  conclusions.”  In  reply  to  this, 
allow  me  to  say  that  the  season,  which  has  been  a very 
good  one,  was  practically  over.  It  is  chiefly  in  the 
summer  months  that  big  bags  of  roach  are  made,  vide 
my  “Notes  from  Norfolk,”  Mr.  Moll’s  reports  on  the 
Yare,  and  “ Goosequill’s  ” frequent  notices  of  the  good 
fish  taken  in  the  season.  I regret  that  “Templar” 
did  not  make  his  visit  in  July  or  August,  as  then 
he  would,  doubtless,  have  had  good  sport  ! By 
the  way,  I do  not  see  any  account  of  his  having 
visited  the  Yare  or  Waveney,  but  only  the  Bure 
(the  smallest  river  of  the  three,  and  the  one  on  which 
the  smallest  fish  are  caught).  Curiously  enough  one  of 
the  largest  roach  ever  caught  in  England  was  taken  on 
the  Bure.  It  weighed  31b.,  and  now  adorns  the  club 
room  of  the  Norwich  Angling  Club.  I fully  agree  with 
his  remarks  that  people  who  “ condemn  Norfolk  fishing, 
do  so  either  from  insufficient  experience  or  lack  of 
skill;  ” for  instance,  only  this  week  a gentleman,  who  is 
a good  Thames  fisher,  angled  at  Buckenham,  in  10ft.  or 
12ft.  of  water  and  a strong  tide,  with  only  two  small 
shot  on  his  line  when  he  wanted  a dozen,  and  a small 
float  which  would  have  done  well  (nough  on  a broad  ; 
and  further,  he  moored  his  boat  across  the  stream  and 
ran  a risk  of  being  run  down  by  a passing  wherry. 
Who  can  wonder  if  he  went  home  and  railed  against 
“ Norfolk  fishing.”— I am,  &c.,  A.  J.  Rudd. 


REMINISCENCES  OF  AN  OLD  ANGLER. 

Sir, — It  is  with  much  regret  that,  in  the  portion  of 
my  diary  published  Oct.  14,  I find  I had  overlooked 
three  errors,  and  all  within  the  first  twenty  lines. 

To  start  with,  it  should  begin  May  3,  1888,  and  not 
April.  (This  I find  is  a printer’s  error,  and  not  mine.) 

'Then  on  May  7,  when  I killed  forty-four  trout, 
weighing  19^1b.,  I am  made  to  say  that  my  best  dozen 
weighed  TJjlb.  It  should  be  my  best  two  dozen. 

I must,  in  transcribing  from  my  diary  to  the  manu- 
script, have  been  carried  away  by  this  egregious  blunder 
of  the  7th,  when  I then  state  boldly  that,  as  my  best 
dozen  on  the  8th  weighed  7Jlb.,  “ it  showed  thatas  trout 
improved  in  condition  the  arernge  decreased,”  whereas 
they  would  have  made  a better  average  apparently  ; 
very  likely,  however,  my  best  dozen  on  the  7th  may 
have  been  81b.  or  more  had  I only  weighed  one  dozen. 
I 7iever  saw  such  a thing  as  a dozen  trout  over  lib.  each 
taken  from  the  Deveron  in  any  of  my  “baskets,”  or 
those  of  anyone  else  either,  and  I hope  that  you  will 
help  me  to  correct  the  error  in  time,  as  it  is  quite  mis- 
leading. 

Last  of  all,  when,  on  May  8,  I mention  the  fact  that 
the  best  dozen  trout  (of  that  day’s  “take”)  weighed 
7^1b.,  I clean  forgot  to  state  the  total,  which  was  13ilb. 
of  trout. 

I must  have  hardly  looked  at  the  proof,  or,  perhaps,  I 


had  been  interrupted  whilst  revising  it  at  this  particular 
place  (?).  I cannot  blame  anyone  else,  I took  too  much 
for  granted,  and  it  is  a lesson  to  me  always  to  revise  the 
proofs  with  care. — I am,  &c.,  E.  M.  'Tod. 


THE  PERCH  AND  THE  SPOON. 

Sib, — If  some  reader  will  tell  me  how  a perch  gets  (as 
he  does)  the  large  rapidly-revolving  hook  at  the  end  of 
the  spoon  bait  into  its  small  mouth,  I shall  be  obliged 
to  him.  I see  a correspondent  in  a recent  issue  speaks 
of  clear  water  as  an  essential  for  spoon  success.  I have 
always  found  the  reverse,  and  that  the  successful  spoon 
is  when  it  becomes  like  “ the  sun  in  a fog.”— I am,  &c., 
A.  C.  H. 

IS  A LICENCE  NECESSARY? 

Sir,— Referring  to  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  14,  Reports 
from  Rivers,  &c..  Dee  (Corwen,  N.  Wales),  I see  several 
catches  of  sea-trout.  Will  you  please  inform  me  in  your 
paper  if  a salmon  licence  is  necessary  to  angle  for  these  ? 
I have  asked  several  fishermen,  and  one  says  no, 
while  another  says  if  you  catch  one  without  a salmon 
licence  you  will  be  summoned  by  the  river  watchers. 
Years  ago  I used  to  fish  the  Dovey  and  caught  many 
sewin,  which  I believe  to  be  the  same  fish,  and  always 
considered  it  distinct  from  salmon. — I am,  &c., 

“ Tu  Doces.” 

lYbs  ; a licence  is  required]. 


COLOURED  PICTURES. 

Sir, — Can  you  inform  me  where  I can  get  some  good 
coloured  pictures  or  good  definitions  of  salmon,  peal, 
bull  trout,  white  trout,  salmon  trout,  truft,  and  sewin  ? 
— I am,  &c.,  W.  Payne  Collier. 

[Pennell’s  “ Sporting  Fish  of  Great  Britain,”  1.5s.,  with 
coloured  plates.  Published  by  Sampson  Low,  Marston, 
and  Company,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane.]  

CLEAR  WATER  WORM  FISHING  DOWN  STREAM. 

Sib,— Although  fishing  up  with  the  worm  is  no  doubt 
the  mode  par  excellence  in  clear  water,  trout  may  some- 
times be  taken  with  a down-stream,  or,  more  properly 
speaking,  an  across-and-down-stream  cast,  and  the  advice 
given  to  your  contributor  “ Greta  ” by  his  mentor  was 
right  enough. 

Some  little  time  ago  I was  fishing  in  a piece  of  private 
water  on  which  was  a noble  weir  which  it  was  impossible 
to  fish  up-stream,  except  in  the  shallow  water  at  the 
foot  of  the  pool,  owing  to  the  great  depth  of  the  water 
between  the  foot  and  the  head,  which  prevented  one 
from  -wading  up  near  enough  to  make  an  effective  cast. 

The  only  way  was  to  walk  along  the  top  of  the  wood- 
work of  the  weir,  and  with  as  long  a line  as  possible  to 
fish  “across  and  down.”  Although  it  might  be  supposed 
that  in  this  exposed  position  every  fish  in  the  vicinity 
would  see  me,  yet  every  day  I used  to  catch  about  six 
good  fish  in  this  way. 

Sometimes  a fish  would  take  the  worm  the  moment 
it  fell  into  the  “ boil  ” under  the  apron  of  the  weir,  and 
sometimes  when  it  had  travelled  down  some  little 
distance,  and  was  necessarily  dragging  against  the 
stream. 

I quite  agree  with  “Greta”  that  shot,  under  any 
circumstances,  are  a mistake. 

The  suggestion  of  “ J.  T.  H.”  about  lead  wire  hath  an 
ancient  and  fish-like  whiff.— I am,  &c.,  Jesse. 


THE  KILNSEY  CLUB  RULES. 

Sir,— I have  read  the  two  letters  which  appeared  in 
your  issues  of  the  7th  and  14th  inst.  with  interest,  for  I 
was  victimised  myself  this  season  in  similar  manner.  A 
member  of  the  club  kindly  gave  me  a ticket.  An  exami- 
nation C‘f  the  rules  showed  that  clear  water  worm  fishing 
was  allowed  after  June  20.  I therefore  waited  until 
that  date,  and  journeyed  to  Kiinsey  on  the  evening  of 
the  previous  day,  so  that  I could  commence  early  in  the 
morning,  as  I always  do  during  June  and  July.  'To  my 
astonishment  the  keeper  informed  me  that  a circular  had 
been  sent  to  him  during  the  previous  week,  announcing 
the  creation  of  a fresh  rule  that  none  but  members 
should  fish  the  worm  or  minnow.  Of  course  I was 
‘ floored  ” at  once,  as  the  water  was  so  excessively  low 
that  you  might  as  well  have  fished  fly  in  a grass  field  as 
with  any  likelihood  of  success  in  the  river.  To  say  that 
I felt  annoyed  gives  a very  inadequate  description  of 
my  state  of  mind.  I had  journeyed  forty-two  miles, 
fully  believing  I was  in  order  with  the  club’s  rules  to 
fish  the  worm,  and  then  I find  a new  rule  preventing  me 
from  doing  so.  I persuaded  the  landlord  to  rise  before 
five  in  the  morning,  and  he  drove  me  to  Burnsall,  of 
which  club  I am  a member,  and  could  fish  with  what 
bait  I liked,  otherwise  both  my  money  and  time  would 
have  been  thrown  away. 

I do  not  wish  for  one  moment  to  dictate  to  any  club 
what  rules  they  should  make,  but  I certainly  do  object 
to  new  ones  being  formed  at  a moment’s  notice.  I am 
the  hon.  sec.  to  the  Tanfield  Angling  Club,  and  I should 
strenuously  oppose  the  formation  of  any  important  rule 
except  at  the  annual  general  meeting.  If  ttie  Kiinsey 
Angling  Club  do  not  wish  any  but  members  to  fish  their 
waters,  let  them  discontinue  issuing  tickets  to  any  but 
members.  For  my  own  part,  I have  more  fishing 
privileges  than  I am  able  to  avail  myself  of,  and  in  the 
case  above  cited,  wp  able  to  get  out  of  the  difficulty, 
but  I do  think  that  it  is  very  unfair  to  bring  gentlemen 
from  London  and  then  to  handicap  them,  as  in  the  case 
of  Mr.  Jackson  and  his  friends. — I am,  &c. 

Francis  M.  Walbran. 


POLLACKING  AT  LOOE. 

Sir, — I received  on  Saturday  a nice  pollack,  which  1 
weighed  12Jlb.  when  first  caught.  It  was  sent  me  as  a i 
present  by  Mr.  Clowes,  who  was  recommended  by  Mr.  | 
R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  this  paper,  to  ask  my  advice  j 
where  he  could  get  some  good  sea  fishing.  I recom-  > 
mended  him  to  go  to  Looe,  and  he  sent  me  the  fish  as  a i 
sample  of  what  he  was  catching.  ; 

I hear  also  from  other  quarters  that  a lot  of  fish  are  | 
being  caught,  and  as  you  can  get  a man  and  boat  for  i 
5s.  a day,  and  you  are,  literally  speaking,  close  to  your  i 
fishing  ground,  I should  recommend  intending  fishermen  ' 
who  can  spare  a week  or  two  to  go  to  Looe.  We  are  ' 
still  taking  pollack  and  bass  at  Plymouth,  and  the  shore  ' 
fishermen  are  having  good  sport  when  the  weather  suits,  i 
—I  am,  &c.,  William  Heabdeb.  i 


THE  BIG  TROUT.  I 

Sir, — The  account  published  by  Mr.  Wethered,  in 
several  papers,  of  an  encounter  with  a large  trout  in  the  “ 
Thames  during  the  close  season  will  have  been  read  with  | 
regret,  because  it  may  have  been  vitally  injured.  The  - 
gentleman  who  hooked  the  fish  has  been  warned  that 
under  the  Thames  Fishery  Bye-laws,  1893,  trailing  is 
illegal. — I am,  &c.,  B. 

THE  MIDGE  COLLAPSIBLE  BOAT. 

Sib, — In  reply  to  “ J.  A.  B.”  in  your  issue  of  the  14th 
inst.,  the  best  folding  boat  I have  seen  was  exhibited 
last  year  at  the  Westminster  Aquarium,  and  was  the 
invention  of  a Mr.  J.  P.  Wright,  Moreton-road,  Croydon. 

I forget  the  price  ; but  the  boat  was  most  easily  put 
together,  was  capable  of  carrying  three  persons  in  com- 
fort, and  was  about  half  the  weight  of  a Berthon  boat 
of  same  size.  I shou’d  be  glad  if  anyone  will  say  what 
they  know  of  this  boat  and  also  of  the  Midge,  with  par- 
ticulars of  cost,  &c.,  of  each. — I am,  &c,  W.  Clarke. 


Oyster  Salad. — Boil  a dozen  oysters  in  their  own 
liquid  for  five  minutes,  drain,  and  stand  on  ice  until 
very  cold.  Arrange  crisp  lettuce  leaves  in  a salad  bowl, 
put  the  oysters  on  them,  pour  over  a teacup  of  mayon- 
naise dressing,  and  serve  very  cold. 

Baked  Oysters. — Take  nice  large  oysters  in  the  j 
shell.  Wash  and  scrub  the  shells  until  free  from  sand.  i 
Now  place  them  in  a bake-pan,  put  in  a very  quick  oven 
(four  hundred  degrees  Fahrenheit),  and  bake  until  they 
open  their  shells.  Now  remove  the  upper  shells,  put  a 
small  bit  of  butter  on  each  oyster,  sprinkle  lightly  with 
salt  and  cayenne,  and  serve  in  the  under  shell. — [The 
Editor  says  he  prefers  them  raw.] 

The  great  majority  of  the  British  marine  food-fishes 
—indeed  all  the  most  valuable  kinds— produce  minute 
eggs  as  transparent  as  crystal,  which  float  freely 
throughout  the  water.  These  eggs  are  not  all  shed  at 
once,  as  in  the  case  of  the  salmon  ; but  successive  por- 
tions of  the  ovary  become  ripe,  and  the  eggs  then  issue 
externally. 

'The  Vision  of  Birds.  — Birds  have  very  acute 
vision,  perhaps  the  most  acute  of  any  creature,  and  the 
sense  is  also  more  widely  diffused  over  the  retina  than 
is  the  case  with  man  ; consequently  a bird  can  see  side- 
ways as  well  as  objects  in  front  of  it.  A bird  sees 

showing  great  uneasiness  in  consequence— a hawk  long 
before  it  is  visible  to  man ; so,  too,  fowls  and  pigeons 
find  minute  scraps  of  food,  distinguishing  them  from 
what  appear  to  us  exactly  similar  pieces  of  earth  or 
gravel.  Young  chickens  are  also  able  to  find  their  own 
food,  knowing  its  position  and  how  distant  it  is,  as  soon 
as  they  are  hatched,  whereas  a child  only  very  gradually 
learns  either  to  see  or  to  understand  the  distance  of 
objects.  Several  birds— apparently  the  young  of  all 
those  that  nest  on  the  ground — can  see  quite  well 
directly  they  come  out  of  the  shells,  but  the  young  of 
birds  that  nest  in  trees  or  on  rocks  are  born  blind  and 
have  to  be  fed. 

Folks  who  have  been  rod-fishing  in  Sutherlandshire 
have  been  much  astonished  at  catching  herrings  ; it  has 
been  sarcastically  observed  that  we  are  not  told  whether 
they  used  sprats,  which  the  proverb  tells  us  are  attrac- 
tive bait  for  that  fish,  or  whether  the  herrings  were  red 
ones ; but,  as  a matter  of  fact,  fish  have  been  caught 
under  much  more  unexpected  circumstances.  For  my- 
self, I am  not  a successful  fisherman,  and  on  the  only 
occasion  when  I have  caught  trout  in  any  quantity,  have 
been  told  I was  no  fisherman  at  all.  It  was  in  Bastdale 
Beck,  above  Grasmere,  where,  after  a long  drought,  I 
contrived  by  a skilful  engineering  operation  to  leave 
them  very  little  water  to  swim  in,  and  literally  secured 
a hatful.  But  my  most  brilliant  haul  was  one  of 
mackerel  with  a much  more  unusual  receptacle.  In  a 
bay  near  Tenby,  after  an  unusually  high  tide,  “a  still 
salt  pool,  looked  in  with  bans  of  sand,”  was  left  by  the 
sea  full  of  those  beautiful  fish  Anything  more  brilliant 
than  their  movements  beneath  the  sunshine  in  that 
shallow  water  it  is  impossible  to  conceive.  'The  friend 
with  whom  I was  walking  was  for  returning  to  the  town 
for  assistance,  but  “ How  do  you  know,”  I said,  “ that 
the  tide  may  not  come  up  and  take  them  in  the  mean- 
time?” He  murmured  something  about  the  action  of 
the  tides  being  computable  beforehand,  but  I am  always 
against  risks  ; moreover,  some  other  visitor  might  have 
come  and  not  understood  that  those  mackerel  were  our 
property ; so  we  tucked  up  our  trousers,  and,  opening 
our  umbrellas,  used  them  as  dragnets,  which,  for  all 
Solomon  says,  was  quite  a new  thing  under  the  sun,  and 
most  certainly  new  to  him.  The  Queen  of  Sheba  may 
possibly  have  had  a sunshade,  but  it  is  to  the  last  degree 
unlikely  that  she  ever  dragged  for  mackerel  with  it. — 
James  Payn  in  Illustrated  London  News, 


Mb.  William  Howlett,  of  Newmarket,  in  the 
'Free  Pretnf,  says  : “ The  pood  and  gentle  Izaak  Walton, 
rightly  styled  “the  father  of  anplers,”  tella  us  we  may 
to  spin  and  troll  for  the  “ miphty  pike  m 
September.  Many  fishermen  say  not  until  October  my 
own  opinion  and  experience  is  September.  These  fis 
are  then  in  escellent  condition,  both  lor  colour  and  also 
for  the  table,  and,  mind  you.  a pike  properly  cooked  is 
no  mean  dish.  My  good  wife,  Emily,  a very  e^ceU®?^ 
cook,  after  first  washing  the  pike,  nntojt  clean  in 
halves  lengthwise  right  down  the  side  of  the  backbone 
the  large  rib  bones  can  then  be  all  drawn  out.  She  then 
cuts  the  fish  into  pieces  about  four  inches  wile  and  five 
long  ; she  then  ezgs  and  bread  oruinbs  them  well,  adds  a 
little  flour  and  a little  fine  chopped  parsley.  A pan  ot 
boiling  fat  being  ready,  the  pieces  of  pike 
it  and  fried  much  the  same  as  a sole.  I have  tried  them 
all  ways— baked,  boiled,  roasted  with  veal  and  suet  stall- 
ing, flavoured  with  thyme  and  other  berbs,  but  I must 
say  I prefer  the  frying  process.  The  fish  P''°P®^y 
done,  is  most  delicious,  and  I prefer  it  to  trout  or  any 
other  fresh-water  fish 


Hale  hidden  in  Fetter-lane  can  be  seen  a quiet  place 
belonging  to  Mr.  James  Gillett,  where  he  and  his  fore- 
fathers have  for  two  hundred  years  or  more  provided 
the  angler— young  and  old— with  every  article  that  the 
enthusiasbic  followor  of  Izaak  Walton,  or  blessed 
memory,  can  ever  want  for  use.  If  Mr.  Gillett  were  to 
move  liis  locale  to  the  neighbouring  Strand  or  Holborn 
he  might  attract  more  sightseers,  though  his  present 
large  circle  of  acquaintances  keeps  him  busy  from  morn- 
ing to  night.  Jlut  you  have  to  look  for  him  here,  in 
Fetter-lane,  and  if  you  are  thinking  of  filing,  the 
sooner  you  go  to  him  the  better.  He  can  ® 
whole  cane  rod  from  a guinea  upwards  that  will  hold  a 
fine  fish  in  play  and  land  him  triumphantly  on  the  river 
bank.  From  nine  to  twelve  feet  in  length  for  the 
guinea,  and  very  light  to  handle,  anglers  should  certainly 
try  one  on  their  next  venture.  Mr.  Gillett  has  plenty  to 
gay  about  the  gentle  sport,  and  a visit  to  him  will  not  be 
thrown  away. — From  the  Colonies  and  India. 

A B BOW  N trout  (Sol  mo  .fa  rao)  weigbingVlb  has  recently 
been  taken  in  a mackerel  net  by  the  crew  of  a Lowestoft 
fisbing-boat  when  about  twenty-five  miles  out  at  sea. 


Fbeaks  op  Fioubes.— a dozen  is  commonly  supposed 
to  be  twelve  single  things.  A baker’s  dozen  is  thirteen. 
A dozen  of  cotton  yarn  is  justono  “hank,”  composed  of 
twelve  “cuts.”  A dozen  of  fish  in  some  localities  is 
twenty-six,  and  a dozen  of  pottery,  in  the  wholesale 
trade,  may  mean  two  or  it  may  mean  fifty  pieces,  nob 
depending  on  the  actual  number  of  pieces,  but  on  the 
size,  weight,  &c.,  of  the  jugs,  bowls,  plates,  &o.  A 
printer’s  1000  is  only  900,  but  it  takes  1200  stave-s  to 
make  1000  in  some  sizes  that  are  made  for  export,  la 
many  of  the  trades  the  terms  “ dozen, ‘ hundred,  and 
“ thousand  ” do  not  bear  their  literal  Eaglish  meaning, 
but  a technical  one  peculiar  to  each  trade,  as  in  stone- 
work, lath,  shingles,  and  cotton  yarns.  This  technical 
perversion  of  plain  English  extends  to  most  of  mir 
weights  and  measures.  Thus  a gallon  may  be  251  cubic 
' inches  or  it  may  be  265.  In  ths  school  arithmetics 
quarts  make  a gallon,  eight  gallons  make  a bushel,  but 
in  practice  it  takes  forty  quarts  to  make  a bushel  of  corn, 
beans,  &c.  That  is  because  only  the  liquid  measure 
' quart  cup  (231  cubic  inches  to  the  gallon)  is  in  use,  while 
' the  dry- measure  gallon  contains  2G5  cubic  inches. 


Chafed  Skin,  Piles,  Scalds,  Cuts,  Chilblains, 
Chapped  Hands,  Sore  Eyes,  Sunburn,  Earache, 
Neuralgic  and  Rheumatic  Pains,  Insect  Bites 
or  Stings,  Throat  Colds,  and  Skin  Ailments, 
QOICKLY  RELIEVED  BY  USE  OF 

CALVERT’S  CARBOLIC  OINTMENT. 

Large  pots.  Is.  IJd.  each,  at  Chemists,  &o,,  or 
post  free  for  value. 

T.  C.  CAXVEBT  & CO.,  Mancherster. 

Awarded  60  Gold  & Sliver  Medals  & Diplomas. 


David  Murray,  peaotioal  gun  and 
FISHING  TACKLE  MAKER,  42,  St. 
David-street,  Brechin.  N.B.  , . „ . 

Greenheart  Trout  and  Salmon  Rods  at  all  prices, 
also  Reels,  Lines,  Oast  Lines,  Flies,  Tackle  Books, 
Creels.  Fishing  Bags,  Gaffs.  Landing Nets,  &c. , &c, 
Wading  Trousers,  Stockings,  and  Boots.  i 

Famed  Fly  Oasts  and  Flies  forTay,  North  Esk, 
South  Esk,  and  all  the  rivers  of  Forfarshire. 
Special  Tay  and  Loch  Leven  Files  and  Oasts. 

All  information  as  to  Shooting  and  Fishing  of 
the  district  gladly  supplied.  


BELL  & PRICHARD, 

Anglo-Araerican  and.  Practical  Oity  Tailors, 

2,  LUDGATE  CIROUS,  E.C. 

(opposite  cook’s  tourists  office). 

FISHING  &.  SHOOTING  OUTFITS  A SPECIALITY. 

ALL  GOODS  THOROUGHLY  SHRUNK. 

Tourists’  and  Business  Suits  (to  measure)  from  £2  10s. 
Scotch  Tweed  Knickerbockers 0 13s.  6d. 

JUGKE8’  IMPROVED  SPINNING  TACKLE  (PATENT). 

FOR  SALMON  and  PIKE. 


Advantages 

Claimed  for  this  tackle  are  that  the  bait  is  held  firm ; never  gets  out  of  order,  and  spins  truly ; 
one  bait  will  catch  several  fish  when  necessary. 

ONI.Y  TRY  IT  I SEND  FOB  CIBCUDAB. 

Address : R.  F.  JUCKES,  61,  WELLINGTON  ROAD,  RHYL,  N.  WALES. 


»iHOrPOGERi« 

The  FISHERMAN'S  FRIEND 



NO  gnat  or  midget  troubles  the  man  who  uses 
Homocea  when  fishing ; where  it  is  they  won’t 
come,  being  arofnahe  in  its  odour ; it  is  very  pleasant 
to  use ; and,  if  bitten  by  them,  or  fleas,  or  any  insect,  its 
: use  neutralises  the  poison  of  their  sting  at  once. 
j For  cuts,  wounds and  bruises  it  has  no  equal,  and  to 
j rub  the  muscles  after  a hard  day' s work  is  all  that  is  needed 
' to  make  one  feel  fresh  and  comfortable  ; and  for  Sunburn, 
it  only  needs  to  be  used  once  to  find  what  a delightful 
remedy  it  is,  so,  when  you  are  off,  remember  a box  of 

-McHOMOCEAjIh- 

is  as  essential  for  your  comfort  as  your  rod,  reel,  and  fly- 
book  are  for  your  fishing. 

Of  most  Chemists,  or  Free  by  Post  from  the— 

HOMOCEA  CO.,  21,  Hamilton  Square,  BIRKENHEAD. 

PRICE  Is.  Ijd.  and  2s.  9d.  PER  BOX. 

THB  SPOBTSMAN’S  VADB  MEOUM. 

COPENHAGEN  CHERRY  BRANDY 

^ ^ peTEB  p.  heebino, 

Poirevor  by  Appointment-  «idH.R.H.th.  Prince  of  W.1  ,. 


THE  OLDEST  & LARGEST 

COMPANY  INSURING  AGAINST 

AOOIDENTS  OF  ALL  KINDS. 

[AT  HOME,  OR  IN  THE  STREETS,  AT  WORK,  OR  AT  PLAY.] 

THE  RAILWAY  PASSENGERS’  ASSURANCE  COMPANY, 

64,  CORNHILL,  LONDON.  irvlir 


Sold  Hadali 
Full,  1878, 
London,  1884 J 


THE  “HARDY  ’ GOLD  MEDAL  RODS. 


MAKERS  FOR  ALL  LEADING  AUTHORITIES. 
/ ALL  ANGLERS  KNOW  THAT  / 

HARDY  BROS. 


HAVE  FOR  YEARS  HELD 

! THE  PREMIER  POSITION 

For  High-Claes  RODS  and  TACKLE. 


The  Best  Pike  and  Spinning  Bod  is 

THE  "BADMINTON.” 

Description — 6in.,  3 piece,  all 
Cane  Built,  2 Spinning  and  1 Trolling  Top, 
Lock  Joints,  Universal  Keel  Fitting,  Pat. 
Bridge  Kings,  Cork  Handle,  Revolving  Butt 
and  End  Rings,  Rubber  Butt  End,  &c. ; most 
perfect  in  every  respect ; price  £5  16  6. 
If  Steel  Centre,  £6  19  O. 


WINNERS  OF  THE 
PIKE  ROD, 

THE  “ HOLLINGWORTH.” 

Description.  — Bamboo  Butt  and 


Middle,  2 Best  Greenheart  Tops,  Cork 
Handle,  Pat.  Lock  Joints,  Unbreak- 
able Splint  Ends,  Double  Brazed,  Cork 
Stoppers,  Rubber  Butt  End,  Spiral 
Rings,  Revolving  Butt  and  End  ditto. 
Length,  with  full  top,  lift.  ; with  short 
ditto,  8ft.  9in.,  46,6. 


Second  Quality; 

Bamboo  Balance  Handle,  Plain  Joints, 
Revolving  End  and  Butt  Rings,  Rubber  Butt 
End,  Partition  Bag,  &c. ; equal  to  any  other 
make  of  best.  28/6. 

FUhivg  Gazette,  3 une  Gth:  “Send  your  order 
for  one.” 


GOLD  MEDAL  1883,  & 31  OTHER  AWARDS. 

YOU  MAY  NOT  BE  AWARE  ! 

HARDY  BROS. 

MAKE  A 

FIRST  CLASS  ROACH  ROD  for  21- 

Each  one  full-named,  numbered,  and 

GUARANTEED. 

Description. — Bamboo  Butt  and 
Middle,  with  2 Greenheart  Tops, 
Balance  Handle,  Double  Brazed, 
with  Corked  Stoppers  ; Snake  Rings, 
Revolving  End  and  Bridge  Butt  ditto, 

TLT  ^ J Tr.-«v.c.o  1 Tf'l  Tl  4TCa  • 


Hardy’s  Universal  Winch  Fittings; 
takes  all  reels ; in  partition  bag. 
Lengths,  10ft.  to  12ft. 

BV*  In  ordering  state  length  and  whether 
desired  balanced  as  a Nottingham  Roach, 
Bream,  or  Chub  Rod. 


iHD*  If  you  have  not  seen  it,  send  three  stamps  for  Hints  on  Angling  ” and  List.  2(M)  Illustrations. 

HARDY  BROS.,  Practical  Anglers  and  Manufacturers, 

LONDON  AND  NORTH  BRITISH  WORKS,  ALNWICK. 

r.o>4DON  Aoxsivrira-iwxE.X'X'AR'V'  equijpmhn'X' 


AND 


TODTOieiE  TENT  CO.,  ETD.,  49,  E AEE  JWI AEE. 
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Aberdeen. — Wm.  Beown,  64,  George-st. 

Alnwick  — Hardy  Bros.,  L.  & N.  British 
Works.  

Ampthill — Ed.  White,  Market. 

Andover,  Hants.— E.  Chamberlain. 

Ashbourne. — D.  and  W.  H.  Poster. 

Beccles  — R-  Tilnet  & Son. 

Barnstaple,  N.  Devon.— J.  Rowe,  62, 
High-street. 

Belfast — J.  Beaddell  & Son,21,  Castle- 
place. 

Birmingham. — Samuel  B.  Allpoet, 
50,  Whittall-street. 

C.  Bowler,  9,  Thomas-st.,  Vaughan-st. 

T.  Heath,  52,  Alma-street,  Aston. 

Reuben  Heaton,  161-5,  Hospital-st. 

J.  Keeling,  7,  Digbeth. 

James  Morgan,  2^,  Aston-road. 

W.  Newell,  11,  Great  Western  Arcade. 

Nutting  & Co.,  70,  Edgbaston-street. 

J.  Powell,  40,  St.  Paul’s-sqnare. 

W.  H.  Ryder  & Sons,  33-36,  Slaney-st. 

Wm.  Sternberg,  43,  Soho-hiU. 

Bishop  Auckland— w.  J.  Cummins, 
Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Works. 

Blackburn  — James  Geegson,  Penny-st. 

Bolton. — W.  Bleakley,  83,  Newport-st. 

Bridgend. — R.  H.  Dyer,  19  & 20,  Queen- 
street. 

Bridport  — Joseph  Gundry  & Co.,  Net, 
Line,  and  Twine  Manufacturers. 

William  James. 

George  Eenway. 

W.  Tucker,  Manufacturer. 

Builth,  Wells. — Septimus  Price,  12, 
High-street. 

Burton  - on  - Trent.— T.  Horne,  106, 
High-street. 

Buxton,  Derbyshire.— J.  Banks,  37, 
Spring-gardens. 

Cardiff. — G.  M.  Burridge,  “Silver  Fish,” 
Bridge-street. 

William  Davies,  257,  Cowbridge-road. 

Carlisle.  —R.  Strong,  Castle-street. 

Castle  Connell. — J-  Enright  & Sons. 

Cheltenham. — James  Ogden,  28,  Winch- 
comb-street. 

Ogden  & Scotford,  Pittville.  [Whole- 
sale & Retail.] 

Chudleigh,  Devon  — J.  B.  Truman. 

Clitheroe. — Thomas  Robinson,  3,  Wes- 
leyan-road. 

Croydon. — Thomson  & Co.,  10,  High-st. 

Darlington. — J.  F.  Smythe. 

Derby.— T.  Simpson,  55,  Carrington-st. 


Dublin. — C.  Weekes  & Co.,  26  & 27, 
Essex-quay.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Eton. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Exeter. — w.  Osborne,  251,  High-street. 

E.  F.  Prickman,  12,  North-street. 

Exmouth. — Miss  Ellis,  Fly-Tier,  13, 
Danby-terrace. 

Fairford,  Glos. — Samuel  Burge. 

Felton  — W.  Dobson,  West  Thurston. 

Great  Yarmouth.— E.  Hannant,  102, 
Market-gates. 

H.  Salinger,  40,  South  Market-road. 

Hereford  — T.  Cooke,  22J,  Maylord-st. 

Hertford.  — SiMSON  & Co.,  Market-place. 

Hull.  — H.  Booth,  21,  Paragon-street. 

Hungerford. — Freeman  Bros.,  Bridge- 
street. 

Inverness.  — J.  Graham  & Co.,  27, 
Union-street. 

Kingsbridge,  S.  Devon.- S.  Perrott, 
109,  Fore-street. 

Kingsland,  Herefordshire,  R.S.O.— 

R.  T.  Williams,  Lugg  Cottage. 

Kingston-on-Thames  — J.R.  Richard- 
son, 67,  High-street. 

J.  E.  Willingham,  11,  Union-street 

Langholm. — Joe  Anderson,  59,  High-st. 

Leamington  Spa.— J-  Hobson. 

Leeds, — Linsley  Bros.,  10,  Commercial- 
street. 

Francis  M.  Walbran,  19,  New 
Station-street. 

S.  Willsdon,  43,  Park-lane. 

Leicester. — R.  Flude,  5,  West-bridge. 

Ley  burn,  Yorks.— J.  F-  Lyon,  Post 
Office. 

Limerick. — A.  Nestor,  George-street. 
[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Lincoln. — Andrews  & Parkinson,  36, 
Melville-street. 

J.  W.  Walker,  10,  Waterside. 

Liverpool.  — w.  Ramsbottom,  148, 
North  John-street. 

H.  Whitty,  15,  Basnett-street. 

R.  Whitty,  14,  Tithebarn-street. 

Llandovery,  Wales.  — Evan  Davies, 
High-street. 

London. — s.  Allcock  & Co.,  60,  Queen 
Victoria-street.  [Wholesale  only.] 

T.  Aldred,  110,  Edgware-road,  N.W. 

Alfred  & Son,  20,  Moorgate-st.,  E.C. 

T.  Barnett,  26,  Church-street,  Edg- 
ware-road. 


Loudon — Continued. 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  53,  Gresham- 
street.  [Wholesale  only.] 

J.  Bernard  & Sons,  5,  Church-place, 
Piccadilly. 

Mrs.  L.  J.  Brocas,  Fly-Tier,  5, 
Rochester-row,  S.W. 

C.  J.  Brown,  7,  Walton-street,  S.W. 
Mrs.  A.  Bulmer,  62,  Wandsworth-road, 
S.W. 

Carter  & Peek,  137,  St.  John-street- 
road,  E.C. 

R.  Dillon,  78,  Victoria-road,  Kentish 

Town. 

H.  Dunhill,  125-127,  Euston-rd.,  N.W. 
Eaton  & Deller,  6 & 7,  Crooked-lane, 
E.C. 

J.  Gillett,  40,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 

[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

J.  E.  Gold,  17,  Oakley-street,  Waterloo- 
road,  S.E. 

J.  W.  Hatton,  215,  Cambridge-road,  E. 
G.  W.  Hemens,  171,  New  North-road,  N. 
T.  Holbrow  & Co.,  9,  Eagle-place, 
Jermyn- street. 

Holroyd  Bros.,  59,  Gracechurch-street, 
E.C. 

G.  Little  & Co.,  63,  Haymarket,  S.W. 
G.  Main,  45,  Jermyn-street,  St.  James’s. 

G.  Partridge,  “ The  Golden  Perch,” 

402,  Oxford-street,  W. 

William  Poole,  104a,  Broadwall,  S.E. 
B.  Potter  & Co.,  225,  High  Holborn. 

S.  Price  & Co.,  8,  Seymour-street, 

Euston-square. 

H.  Richardson  & Co.,  Te  Pluckie 
Perche,  77,  Finsbury -pavement. 

T.  H.  SowERBUTTS  & Son,  151,  Com- 

mercial-street, E. 

A.  J.  Spashott,  55a,  Maryland  Point,  E. 

T.  Unstead,  3,  Penton-street,  Penton- 
ville,  N. 

A.  Williams,  84,  York-street,  Bryan- 
ston-square,  W. 

F.  T.  Williams  & Co.,  “ Silver  Trout,” 
10,  Great  Queen-street,  W.C. 

Lostwithiel. — c.  Gbach,  Fancy  Reposi- 
tory. 

Macclesfield. — J.  H.  Fearn,  38,Chester- 
gate. 

Manchester. — w.  Chambers  & Co.,  25, 
Market-place. 

R.  Ramsbottom,  81,  Market-street. 
Newark. — D.  Slater  & Co.,  Stodman-st. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.— J-  R-  Bolton, 
147,  Northumberland-street. 
Murton.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Thos.  Pape,  27,  CoUingwood-street. 

Northampton.  — Geo.  Timms,  6,  The  1 
Green. 

Norwich — A.  J.  Rudd,  54,  London-st.  I 


— — — , — — 

Nottingham  — F.  Crofts,  46,  Sussex-st.  i 
S.  Dales,  7,  St.  John-street. 

Ed.  Dance,  1a,  Sussex-street. 

Chas.  Jackson,  23,  Carrington-street.  .1 
J.  Theaker,  10,  Canal-street. 

W.  Wells  & Co.,  1,  Sussex-street. 

E.  West,  28,  Sussex-street. 

Oakham  — J.  E.  Whitehouse,  Rutland  ; 
Gun  and  Cartridge  Works. 

Omagh. — John  White,  30,  Market-st.  ] 

Oxford. — James  Innes,  42,  Queen-st.  >1 

Plymouth  — Thomas  Brooks,  30a,  j| 
Southside-street.  , j. 

C.  & R.  Brooks,  Stonehouse.  J 

Heading. — J.  Perry  & Co.,  6,  Minster-  |i 
parade.  j' 

^ ^ ii 

Eedditch  . — S.  Allcock  & Co.,  Standard 
Works.  [Wholesale  only.] 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  Abbey  Mills. 
[Wholesale  only.] 

Alfred  Booker  & Co.,  Midland  Needle 
and  Fish  Hook  Works. 

H.  Milward  & Son,  Washford  Mills. 

W.  Vale  & Son,  Studley.  [Wholesale 
only.] 

Richmond  - on  - Thames  — Gaynor  & 

Son,  4,  Bridge-street. 

Everard  Ripley,  5,  King-street. 

H.  L.  Platt,  57,  Hill-rise. 

Richmond,  Yorks. — Chas.  Spencer' 
Finkle-street. 

Rothbury  — W.  Mavin. 

J.  SOULSBY. 

Scarborough. — s.  M.  Patrick,  5,  North- 
street,  Newboro’. 

Wm.  j.  Clarke,  44,  Huntress-row. 

Southampton. — Cox  & Macpherson, 
62,  High-street. 

Cox  & Son,  28,  High-street. 

Swansea — B.  Evans  & Co.,  Swansea 
Sporting  Depot,  Castle  Bailey-st. 

Taunton. — George  Hinton,  Fore-st.  '' 

Thetford  .— G.  H.  Reynolds,  Anchor 
Commercial  Hotel. 

Thrapston. — A.  Bargh,  Bridge-st. 

Torrington,  N.  Devon.— J-D.  Bastard, 
Torridge  House. 

Uppingham,  Rutlands.  — J.  L. 

Andrews,  High-street. 

Walthamstow.  — D.  Bennett,  137, 
Hoe-street  North. 

Wolverhampton  — T.  Shakespeare,  9, 
Market-street. 

York. — H.  T.  Lloyd,  Sportsman’s  Depot 
Davy-  gate. 


At  all  Bookstalls  and  Newsagents.  Crown  octavo,  160  pages.  Price  1;-;  post  free,  1,2. 

SECOND  EDITION  NOW  READY. 

LONG  CASTS  AND  SURE  RISES 

Being  a collection  of  Angling  “Yarns”  and  Experiences. 

By  EDGAR  S.  SHRUBSOLE. 


SOME  OPINIONS 

“The  work  of  a clever  penman  and  an  experienced  fisherman;  a delightful  book  tor  an  idle 
hour." — Fit  Id,  September  23rd. 

“ Written  with  experience,  and  with  a genuine  delight  in  their  subject  which  will  recommend 
them  to  anglers  e\erywhere.”— /SVotsnmn,  September  11th. 

" Some  of  the  sketelios  are  very  racy,  and  the  .anthor  has  contrived  to  dovetail  into  them  a good 
deal  of  information,  which  will  no  doubt  he  appreciated  by  anglers."— f/tegow  Herald,  Sep- 
tember 14  th. 

most  judicious  admixture  of  instruction  with  description,  only  too  rare  with  writei's  of 
‘ fishing  experiences  ’ ; will  be  widely  read  either  on  a long  railway  journey  or  in  the  easy  chair."— 
Fishing  Gazette,  September  Ifith. 

“We  do  not  mean  to  set  this  little  ‘paper  skin'  l>eyond  the  many  more  amliitious  books  of 
sport,  but  it  i.s  doingit  no  more  than  justice  to  say  that  it  discovers  apower,  approaching  to  genius, 
in  graphic  representations  of  the  conditions  of  fishing.” — Rod  and  Gan,  September  23rd. 


OF  THE  PRESS. 

“ A very  spirited  and  versatile  writer.  Some  of  the  descriptive  p.aragraphs  cause  one  almost 
to  fancy  that  you  are  on  the  Spot."  I can  heartily  recommend  this  brightly-written  little  hook.’’— 
Leeds  Mercury,  September  Kith. 

“ I.et  the  angler  dip  into  this  handy  little  volume,  .and  he  is  safe  to  find  something  that  will 
interest  and  frequently  much  that  will  instruct  him : the  thoughtful  student  should  purcha.se  tlio 
volume.” — Land  and  tf^aler,  September  30th. 

“ The  stoi’ies  are  well  and  humorously  told;  the  book  is  worthy  the  perusal  of  most  anglers." 
— The  People,  .September  1 Ttli. 

“ Disciples  of  Izaak  Walton  will  read  it  with  interest." — L'oyd's,  Seplenihcr  21th. 

'•  Brightly  written,  the  hook  is  well  worth  reading." — Star,  .September  27lh. 

" A spiritedand  entertaining  little  book." — i'orhsliire  /‘os’„  September  27th. 

“ I have  read  • Long  Casts  and  Sure  Rises  ' with  muah  amusement."— O no.  E.  Stjis. 


London  and  Sydney:  REMINGTON  &.  CO.,  Limited. 


ANGLING  FIXTURES. 

October  22.  

Amicable  Jlrothers  ; Match  at  St.  Margaret  s. 
Amicable  Kxcelsior  ; Match  at  Kgham. 

Anglers’  Pride  : Match  at  St.  Margaret  s. 

City  of  London  : Match  at  llrentford. 

Dajaton  : Roving  match. 

Good  Intent : Match  at  Ware. 

Horseferry  : Match  at  Weybridge. 

Hounsfield  Otters  : Match  at  Ponder  s Lnd. 

Hoxton  Brothers  : Match  at  Langford. 

Izaak  Walton  : Match  at  Shiplake. 

Jubilee  : Match  at  Drayton. 

Lincoln  ; Match  at  Bourne  End. 

Peckham  Brothers  : Open  match  for  prizes. 

Phoenix  : Match  at  Shiplake. 

Sociable  Brothers  : Match  at  Walton. 

Waltham  Brothers  : Match  at  Waltham  Abbey. 
Walworth  Waltonians  : Match  at  Harlow. 
Westminster : Match  at  Windsor. 

October  23.  , , i j.  w .q 

Lincoln  : Concert  in  aid  of  Anglers  Benevolent  h und. 

October  24. 

Odds  and  Evens  ; Visit. 

October  26. 

Sundial:  Supper. 

October  27.  . 

Anglers’  Benevolent : Committee  meeting. 


Oct. 


Nov. 


FIXTURES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

29. — Allason  United  Brothers  : Match  at  Windsor. 
29.— Blackfriars  : Match  at  Windsor. 

29.— Cobden  : Outing  to  Taplow. 

22.— Forest  Gate  : Match  at  Maldon. 

29.— Liverpool : Outing  to  River  Vyrnwy. 

29 —Pixie  Brothers  : Match  at  Witham. 

29.— Rodney  : Match  at  Reading. 

29.— Royal  George  : Match  at  Marlow. 

29._St.  John’s:  Match  at  Langford. 

29.  — Walham  Green  : Outing  at  Cookham. 

1.— Highbury  : Supper.  .....  . 

4. — General  Post  Office  : Presentation  Concert. 

5 — Copenhagen  : Match  at  Ware. 

5. — North-East  Brothers  : Match  at  Hertford. 

5. — Queen’s  : Match. 

5.  — Silver  Trout : Match  at  Shiplake. 

6.  — Cliftonville  : Central  Visit. 

30.  — Westminster  : Supper. 


JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAT. 


I HEAR  from  Mr.  Rolph,  of  the  Ram  Hotel,  Brandon, 
that  some  good  sport  is  being  enjoyed  by  visitors  “ after 
the  rains.”  One  gentleman  (was  this  Mr.  Paul  Schulze  ?) 
weighed-in  over  ten  pounds  of  perch  on  Monday  night 
from  this  justly  celebrated  water,  six  of  which  weighed 
61b.  2foz.^  ****** 

In  advertising  you  must  tell  the  story  you  have  to 
tell  to  the  largest  number  of  the  right  sort  of  people,  in 
the  way  best  calculated  to  produce  the  effect  you  desire 
to  produce,  and  at  the  smallest  cost.  To  aid  you  in 
accomplishing  this,  write  cit  ohcb  to  the  Manager  of  the 
F O.  who  will  send  you  all  particulars  of  the  forth- 
coming Christmas  Double  Number,  which  will  be 
published  on  Dec.  16.  “ The  recognised  angling  news- 

paper all  the  world  over.”  No  extra  charge  for  Double 
Numbers — always  one  price — 2d.  weekly. 

* * * * * * # , 

“One  who  Knows”  writes  me  from  Huntingdon: 
“I  went  to  Hilgay  ; found  water  very  clear.  Jack  would 
not  touch,  but  the  roach  fed  well  at  gentles.  Two  of  us 
took  fifty  sizeable  fish.  Strange  to  say,  none  exceeded 
|lb.,  but  my  experience  is  that  both  at  Hilgay  and 
Littleport  the  roach,  although  very  plentiful,  do  not,  as 
a rule  run  large.” 

******* 

I HEAR  that  Mr.  Reim  has  taken  over  the  Wanstead 
Basin  water.  In  future  no  sailing  boats  will  be  allowed 
on  the  basin.  Several  new  stages  are  to  be  added,  and 
the  standard  for  takeable  fish  will  be  that  of  the  Thames. 
Some  good  roach  and  tench  have  been  taken  from  this 
water,  and  bream  up  to  31b.  lloz.  were  had  this  season. 

******* 

The  Colne  is  maintaining  its  reputation  for  good  fish. 
On  Monday  last  two  anglers  (well  known  to  the  writer) 
succeeded  in  capturing  several  very  respectable,  if  not 
aldermanic,  roach  and  dace.  The  largest  dace  weighed 
12oz.,  next  lloz.,  and  seven  over  half-a-pound.  But- 
ch ! these  “ huts  it  was  from  private  water. 

##*=**** 

We  take  the  following  from  the  Deutsche  Fischerei 
Zeitung  (Stettin)  of  the  17th  inst. : “ The  Pomeranian 
Fishery  Union  communicates  a curious  item  of  news. 
At  Stolp,  in  Pomerania,  there  is  a fish  hatching 
establishment.  One  day,  towards  the  end  of  last  month, 
a fro^  was  found  in  a fish  well  of  this  establishinent, 
wherein  were  kept  one-year-old  carp  for  gratuitous 
distribution  amongst  the  small  landowners  of  the 
province.  The  creature  was  taken  out  of  the  well  and 
killed,  and,  in  view  of  the  great  peril  young  fish  are 
exposed  to  from  frogs,  it  wss  decided  to  examine  the 
contents  of  its  stomach.  This  was  found  to  contain 
the  remains  of  two  one-year-old  carp,  and  besides  these 
the  frog  had  another  one-year-old  carp  in  its  month. 
This  proves  that  the  frog  is  not  only  dangerous  to 
young  fry  in  open  ponds,  but  also  to  one-year-old  fishes 
even  in  closed  reservoirs.” 


The  Fisheries  Exhibition  is  attracting  very  con- 
siderable attention  amongst  anglers,  and  a large  number 
of  angling  clubs  have  already  intimat^ed  their  intention 
of  SOI  ding  in  fish  for  exhibition.  Full  particulars  of 
the  cenditions  maybe  obtained  from  the  members  of  the 
Aquarium  management,  who  have  undertaken  the  sole 
control  and  arrangement  of  all  matters  connected  wit 
the  display.  In  this  they  are  well  advised,  for  under 
other  circumstances  there  might  arise  a certain  aniount 
of  heartburning  and  jealousy.  The  Aquarium  being 
absolutely  impartial,  may  be  relied  upon  arranging  that 
there  should  not  be  the  slightest  suspicion  of  favouritism. 

******  ^ * 

An  envelope  purporting  to  contain  a sure  cure 
for  financial  stringency,  business  dulness,  &c.,  is  issueO 
from  the  office  of  a prosperous  American  contemporary. 
The  envelope  contains  sand,  and  the  recipient  is  adviseu 
to  try  an  advertisement  in  the  p iper. 

******* 

The  man  who  wrote  the  song 

He  never  cares  to  wander 

From  his  own  fireside,  _ nt  n 

never  caught  a 21b.  12oz.  roach  or  saw  the  Spey  in  lull 
spate.”  And,  we  may  add,  never  revelled  in  the  luxury 
of  the  F.O.  weekly. 

******* 

I HAVE  before  me  some  fully -developed  spawn  taken 
from  a 9oz.  perch,  captured  on  Saturday  last  at  Kelve- 
don  by  Mr.  Bowles  West  (of  the  Gresham  Anglers).  The 
fish  may  be  seen  at  the  club-room-in  spirit,  as  wel  as 
substance.  Last  week  we  said  Perea  Jtuviatdts  (not 
fluviatilMS  this  week,  please  Mr.  Printer . ) was  not 
very  particular  in  his  choice  of  food.  Now  we  find  a 
respectable  member  of  this  spiked  and  striped  species 
displaying  the  same  unconcern  in  keeping  the  rivers 
well  stocked  as  some  of  its  admirers  display  when  asked 
to  remember  Preservation  Week.  This  news  has  quite 
knocked  me  off  my  perch. 

******* 

TO  JACK  FISHERS. 

1 THINK,  perhaps,  some  men  may  feel 
About  this  time  a keen  ambition 
To  land  a pike  of  fifty  pounds. 

Of  perfect  shape,  in  good  condition. 

Which  some  one  will 
Set  up  with  skill 
To  grace  the  coming  exhibition. 

Attention,  then  '.  I know  the  pla.ee 
To  try— one  word  of  explanation  ; 

I cannot  go  myself  because 
I have  some  other  occupation. 

This  will  explain 
Why  I am  fain 

To  volunteer  this  information. 

Then  journey  to  the  land,  my  friends. 

Where  rivers  up  the  hills  are  running. 

Where  Durham  Rangers  ” fiit  around 
Or  on  the  reeds  their  wings  are  sunning, 

Where  flies  eat  tacks, 

And  sticklebacks 
Excel  our  wily  carp  in  cunning. 

Where  trout  are  harassed  by  the  bleak. 

Where  May-flies  on  the  swifts  are  feeding. 
Where  anglers  always  speak  the  truth, 

Reports  of  sport  are  ne’er  misleading. 

Where  the  F.  G. 

Is  found  to  be 

Uninteresting— not  worth  reading. 

Of  course  you  know  the  land  I mean. 

Arriving  at  your  destination. 

Choose  any  stream  that  flows  hard  by 
Your  temporary  habitation  ; 

For,  bear  in  mind. 

That  there  you’ll  find 
No  need  of  nice  discrimination. 

Good  luck  ! I only  wish  that  I 

To  join  you  in  the  fray  were  able— 

To  share  your  joy,  to  pledge  the  fish 
In  bumpers  at  the  supper-table, 

And  make  it  clear 
To  men  who  sneer 

That  mammoth  pike  are  not  a fable  ’ ^ p 

******* 

Some  of  us  will  be  compelled  to  take  a back  seat  after 
reading  the  performances  of  Mr.  VV.  C.  Wicks,  of 
Biggleswade.  “Dear  Drag”  (notice,  no  net,  I have 
taken  I don’t  know  how  many  bream  this  season,  not 
one  of  which  weighed  less  than  31b.  Amongst  others, 
on  one  day  I took  two,  the  united  weights  of  which  were 
14|lb.  (one  of  71b.  lOoz.,  and  another  of  71b.  2oz.).  I 
thought  they  would  look  well  in  a case,  and  have  given 
the  taxidermist  a job.”  Let  me  see  ; 4s.  6d.  return  to 
Biggleswade  (G.N.R.)  by  privilege  ticket;  on  the  Ivel. 
Oh,  wicked  Wicks,  why  do  you  not  give  me  a little  niore 
information  r Did  tou  get  them  out  of  the  Tvel  or  the 
Ouse?  and  what  bait;  and  what  number  hook;  and 
what  line  ; and  what  time  of  the  day  or  night  ? 

* * * * # * * ...  j 

The  Truro  Oyster  Fishery  Committee  recently  visited 
the  fishery,  and  found  it  in  a most  flourishing  condition. 
The  past  season  has  been  one  of  the  most  favourable  for 
the  culture  of  oysters  within  the  memory  of  the  oldest 
fisherman.  Mr.  Dorrington,  chairman  of  the  committee, 
said  he  believed  more  licences  had  been  issued  in  con- 
nection with  the  fishery  this  season  than  on  any  former 
occasion.  On  the  first  day  of  the  season— October  2— 
there  were  109  boats  out.  It  was  calculated  that  they 
averaged  between  3,000  and  4,000  oysters  each,  so  that 
at  least  from  300,000  to  400,000  oysters  were  caught  in 
the  river  that  day. 


We  have  received  a sainple  of  the  roach  hooks  which 
Mr.  Bambridge,  of  Eton,  advertises  in  our  columns 
They  are  remarkably  well  bound  on  the  very  finest  gut 
iiossiblo.  Strength  with  fineness  bemff 
desideratum  with  all  roach  fi.shers,  it  will  not  surprise  us 
to  hear  that  Bambridge’s  Crystals  and  Mackenzies  are 
having  a remarkably  good  sale.  They  are  sent  out  in 
printed  wrappers,  giving  name,  fcize,  colour,  Ac.  Cbariey 
Hone,  of  Staines,  has  given  them  a very  fair  trial,  for  we 
learn  that,  while  roach  fishing  with  one  ol  these  celebrated 
No.  12  hooks,  he  foul  hooked  a barbel  m the  lore  fin. 
The  fish,  which  weighed  91b.  loz.,  and  gave  excellent  sport 
for  about  half-an-hnur,  is  now  at  Messrs.  Cooper  s,  being 
set  up.  Not  bad  work  this,  Master  Hone  ! A good  hook 
and  a good  man^  ***** 

“ Haltcon,”  as  most  of  our  readers  are  aware,  knows 
how  to  fish.  He  recently  succeeded  in  obtaining  per- 
mission to  fish  a sheet  of  water  reputed  to  be  a paradise 
for  pike.  Aft  r toiling  hard  from  morn  till  night,  only 
four  fish,  none  of  them  any  size,  rewarded  the  labours 
of  himself  and  friend.  He  says : The  day  seemed 

perfect,  for  although  rather  bright  there  was  a nice 
breeze,  which  ruffled  the  surface  of  the  water  A better 
lot  of  roaca  and  gudgeon  for  baits  could  not  have  been 
obtained,  and  I am  certain  that  no  two  anglers  co“‘d 
possibly  have  worked  harder  than  we  did  thinking  that 
sometime  during  the  day  the  fish  would  be  sure  to  feed , 
but  they  didn’t,  and  I ask,  ‘ What  regulates  the  appetites 
of  fish ’ ” Although  he  was  full  of  disappointment  at 
his  non-success,  he  bears  it  with  becoming  equanimity 
and  does  not  allow  it  for  one  moment  to  interfere  with 
his  love  for  the  beauties  of  nature,  for  he  remarks,  i 
never  remember  the  autumnal  tints  of  being  more 

beautiful  than  they  are  this  season.  The  yellows  and 
reds  are  gorgeously  vivid,  and  where  a steep  hillside  is 
thickly  wooded  with  a variety  of  trees  the  effect  is  very 
fine.  The  crop  of  acorns,  too,  is  perfectly  phenomenal, 
the  ground  under  the  oaks  being  completely  covered  in 
some  places.”  ^ * * * * * 

The  spawning  season  commenced  at  Mr.  Armistead  s 
Solway  fish  farm,  near  Dumfries,  on  Wednesday,  Oct.  11, 
when  a quantity  of  ova  of  yflow  trout  ifalaw  far^o) 
was  taken,  and  also  a good  batch  of  Loch  Levens 
(Salmo  levenensis).  This  was  followed  up  on  the  12th 
by  the  taking  of  a quantity  of  ova  of  American  trout 
{Salmo  fontinalis).  The  work  is  now  m ^ 

the  hatching  boxes  are  rapidly  filling.  The  season 
promises  to  be  a very  good  one. 

# * * * * ^ .^ 

The  following  can  be  accepted  as  authentic,  for  we 
have  ourselves  seen  it  in  Black  and  White  : A sport- 

ing  event  of  a unique  nature  has  been  arranged  at 
Chicago.  It  is  proposed  to  hold  a racing  championshp 
for  railway  locomotives,  and  already  three  iron  steeds 
have  entered,  while  it  is  hoped  that  some  of  the  giant 
“flyers ’’from  Pennsylvania  Central  Railway  will  also 
compete.  England  is  to  be  represented  by  Empress,  a 
famous  locomotive  with  a record  of  ninety-eight  miles  in 
the  hour:  while  No.  999,  the  champion  ot  the  New  York 
Central  Railway  Co.,  will  also  run.  This  engine  is  said 
to  have  covered  102  miles  in  the  hour-a  terrific  achieve- 
ment indeed.  The  two  performers  last  mentioned  have 
gone  into  strict  training,  and  before  the  more  important 
contest,  open  to  the  engines  of  the  world,  they  propose 
running  a quiet  ten-mile  match  between  themselves  for 
a stake  of  a thousand  dollars.  There  is  promise  of  good 
sport  in  this.  We  have  only  one  suggestion  to  make. 
Let  the  directors  of  the  company  responsible  tor  the 
race  be  the  citizens  who  will  no  doubt  be  employed  to 
sit  upon  the  safety  valves  ot  the  competing  engines. 

^ i -D  4-U 

- This  is  from  our  Wimbledon  Lake  reporter  ; Rather 
an  amusing  and  energetic  fishermp  arrived  here  on 
Monday  afternoon  and  started  fishing  with  dead  gOTge 
hook,  and  the  bait  he  used  was  some  sheep  s lights. 
I understood  him  to  say  it  was  a killing  bwe  tor  large 
fish,  but  they  did  not  fancy  it,  and  in  casting  out  he 
caught  the  trees  and  broke  his  rod  in  half.  He  is  said 
to  be  an  “energetic”  fisherman;  I should  call  him  a 
“plucky”  fisherman.  Long  life  to  him.  In  other 
words,  may  he  be  a long  liver  1 

» « • » * * *1U 

A pike  3ft.  4in.  long,  16in.  in  girth,  weighing  15ilb., 
and  another  of  llilb  , in  addition  to  two  eels  (one 
weighing  31b.  and  the  other  2ilb.),  were  caught  on 
Saturday  last  in  the  River  Brue.  It  is  said  there  are 
pike  over  301b.  in  weight  waiting  to  be  tempted. 

* # * * * ? - 7*/ 

I “ NOTE  ” in  “ Scotch  Notes  ” that  o,  jriend  (save  us 
from  our  friends  I ) suggests  a method  of  securing 
immortality,  and  fame,  and  glory,  and  honour,  and 
praise,  and  power,  by  killing  our  dear  old  pal  the  sea- 
serpent.  The  doughty  champion  who  could  be  found  to 
rig  himself  out  in  war  costume  and  commit  this 
murder— would  surely  not  be  an  angler  ! True,  there  is 
a saving  clause  (as  the  lawyers  say)  ; he  is  to  have 
“ plenty  of  time  on  his  hands.”  I should  think  so  ; and 
plenty  more  on  the  top  of  that.  Who  says  angling  is  on 
its  last  legsi  It  may  be  for  that  unwieldy  ’ Sammy 
Pharoah  ” (I  do  hope  the  Editor  won  t see  this  Latin), 
but  not  for  the  sporting,  plucky  chub  and  dace. 

^ ^ ^ 

You  have  my  full  permission  to  slaughter  your  otters, 
and  herons,  and  kingfishers,  and  ugly  swans-for  they 
do  interfere  with  the  Preservation  societies  in  their 
endeavours  to  keep  the  rivers  well  stocked  with  fash  ; 
but  kill  the  tortuous,  sinuous,  wriggling,  ever-changing, 
evanescent,  phosphorescent,  dear,  delightful,  deceptive, 
fleeting,  floating,  good  old  annual  close  season  and  dull 
season  universal  news-provider-Gooseberry  (-—kill  toe 
sea-serpent  1 Nephew-er  ! Perish  the  thought  . Be- 
sides, whatever  would  become  of  Dragnet  . 
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FOUND  IN  THE  TRAWL. 


Bill  Benedict. — In  answer  to  your  question. 
“Should  Women  Fisht’’  I can  only  answer  "That  all 
depends.’’  I am  something' like  the  writer  of  the  para- 
graph on  “ Wurrums,’’ who  has  one  of  the  sweetest, 
dearest  helpmeets  that  ever  a man  was  blessed  with. 
I wouldn’t  swop  mine  for  a gold  diamond  as  big  as  a 
brick  ! And  I certainly  like  her  to  be  at  home  occasion- 
ally—that  is  to  say  when  I am.  I should  not  like  to  see 
her  riding  a bicycle,  or  wading  in  after  a salmon  when 
the  “ beautiful  .spate  ’’  was  on.  No  ; I like  her  best  as 
she  is  depicted  in  that  beautifully  printed  shilling 
monthly.  Fashions  of  To-Day.  Whether  women  can 
fish  is  quite  another  question.  I say  Yes,  she  can.  And 
all  your  theories  about  nerves,  and  worms,  and  mice,  are 
scattered  to  the  forty-four  winds  that  play  such  havoc 
with  the  amateur  fly-fisherman.  Read  in  last  week’s 
Fishuif)  Gazette  the  description  of  “Three  Plucky 
Women.’’  Take  my  advice.  Bill,  and  if  they  want  to, 
1st  ’em. 


Beloved  by  bald,  by  blind,  by  bandy — 
“ Grant’s  Morelia  Cherry  Brandy.’’ 
English,  Irish,  Welsh,  or  Sandy 
Remember  this— to  keep  it  handy. 


N.  E.  T.  Sir,  Can  you  tell  me  what  sort  of  instru- 
ments or  apparatus  which,  according  to  “No.  4’’  of 
the  new  bye-laws,  are  only  lawful  for  the  capture  of 
fish?  I know  something  of  the  rod  and  line  and  the 
landing  net,  but  should  like  a description  of  the  flew  net, 
seine  or  draft  net,  single  blay  net,  smelt  net,  flounder 
net,  casting  net,  a.nd  grig  wheels.  An  answer  will  oblige. 

I will  see  my  friend  Ritchie,  the  up-to-date  manager 
of  the  Royal  Aquarium,  and  ask  him  to  communicate 
with  some  large  and  well-known  firm,  such  as  Andrew 
Potter,  of  London  (Reading)  and  Wolverhampton.  The 
forthcoming  exhibition  would  be  worth  visiting  if  a 
complete  set  of  nets  such  as  are  used  legally  and  often 
illegally  on  the  grand  old  Thames  were  brought  together 
and  classified  and  explained.) 


Foe  Angular  writers  : A very  good  tip- 
is Jackson’s  upright  penmanship. 

'7  Garoe.— You’re  right ! It’s  a good  thing  the  Editor 
does  not  rea,d  this  column.  It  should  be  Perea  fluviatilis 
{not  fluviatilws)  {the  compositor  had  made  it  “Osfan- 
gular  membranus).  Only  seventy-four  letters  this  week 
up  to  now  about  “flew  vy  a talus.  ” One  wanted  to 
know  if  it  was  the  sole  species.  There  was  a time  when 
gutta  percha  soles  were  very  fashionable,  but  it  was 
considered  vulgaris  to  use  the  word  “gutter”  and  it 
now  stands  perca  (without  the  h).  Lots  of  people  do 
without  the  h. 


Annie  Malkult. — Do  not  be  so  particular!  What 
matters?  Three  and  a half  years  was  given  as  the  time 
required  to  do  the  counting— and  was  accepted.  Do  you 
wish  me  to  try  it  for  myself  ? And  how  is  it  that  you  have 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  so  promptly  that  it  can  be 
done  in  two  months,  one  week,  half  a day,  and  a quarter 
of  a minute  less  time  ? 


Amusement  is  oftentimes  found  in  new  toys  : 
Spend  a penny  and  purchase  the  paper  called  Boys. 


Twogood.— You  are  very  good— too  good,  in  fact. 
I sent  your  letter  to  the  printer  (as  you  asked), 
imtouched,”  unabridged,  unadulterated.  A note 
accompanied  it,  asking  that  your  instructions  might  be 
implicitly  followed— also  wishing  him  a Merry  Christ- 
mas, a^  assuring  him  of  my  sympathy  and  commisera- 
tion.  Tbe  proof  of  the  puddings,  say,  is  in  the 
eating.  The  “proof”  of  the  printer  (and  it’s  all  your 
fault,  T'lcogood)  is— well,  I must  buy  another  book  of 
phrases.  You  really  should  wait  until  you  have  been  in 
the  cluo  a little  longer.  It  is  not  my  fault  that  your 
secretary  cannot  answer  nii  your  questions.  You  say  you 
were  laughed  at  when  he  was  asked  to  explain  the  mean- 
ing of  a tin  tram  (see  “ 13,”  Thames  Bye-laws,  page  303 
Oct.  14,  Fishing  Gazette).  No  doubt  you  meant  “ trim- 
tram,  not  a han(d)som(e)  cab.  Then,  again,  a four 
bream  net  (as  though  you  could  use  a net  that  would 
capture  /our  bream  every  time  !)— you  meant  four 
beam.  I must  answer  yon  later  on  about  the  cod  of  the 
net.  It  does  seem  funny  to  get  cod  in  a bream  net  but 
perhaps  it  may  be  done.  Read  the  bye-laws  through  again 
carefully.  There  are  only  four  columns  of  small  type  and 
yon  will  see  for  yourself  that  it  is  not  “ from  not  2 not  ” 
as  you  say,  but  from  “knot  to  knot.”  Give  me  your 
address  as  well  as  your  name  and  club  next  time,  so  that 
I can  put  the  “Giant”  onto  you  if  necessary.  And 
please  be  a little  more  particular  on  tbe  envelope  The 
postman  hardly  liked  to  deliver  the  letter,  addressed  as 
near  as  he  could  translate  it,  “ Rag  Net.” 


Man:  “How  many  fish  have  you  caught,  boy?” 
Boy:  “ Oh,  I couldn’t  count  ’em.”  Man:  “Why  you 
haven’t  caught  none  ! ” Boy  : “ That’s  why  I couldn’t 
count  em.” 

The  boy  was  sitting  by  a very  disreputable-looking 
stream,  over  which  passed  a small  bridge,  and  he  was 
fishing.  A suburban  policeman  passed  by. 

What  are  you  doing  there?”  he  asked.  “ Fishin’,” 
said  the  boy,  intently  watching  the  water.  “ There’s  no 
“sn  tnere,  ’ ventured  the  officer.”  “I  know  it” 

What  are  you  fishing  for?  ” “ People  that  ask  ques- 
tionS’  replied  the  boy,  ‘‘  and  I’ve  ketched  a even  dozen 
in  the  last  hour.” 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstaii's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Tliames. — The  river  at  Staines  is  as  clear  as  it  well 
could  be,  and  sport  is  according  at  Penton  Hook.  The 
water  is  still  fourteen  inches  below  summer  level,  and 
but  few  fish  have  been  taken  and  those  small.  The  only 
bit  of  real  sport  has  been  had  by  Simpson,  the  lock- 
keeper,  and  his  catch  was  a cow  that  had  fallen  into  the 
lock.  It  s a pity  Simpson  doesn’t  belong  to  an  angling 
club,  he  might  have  had  a mighty  good  chance  for  a 
champion  prize.  At  L'lleham  the  river  is  as  clear  as  it 
can  be,  and  at  Chertsey  a few  fish  have  been  had,  roach 
principally,  but  nothing  to  talk  about.  Things  are  very 
quiet  in  the  angling  way  at  Shepperton,  and  though  the 
Wey  carries  a good  colour  it  is  not  enough  to  affect  the 
Thames.  From  Walton  downwards  the  river  is  crystal 
clear  till  you  get  to  Molesey,  and  there  the  Mole  is 
colouring  it  a bit  as  this  is  written  ; lint  in  all  proba- 
bility it  will  be  as  bright  as  ever  by  S iturday.  There 
is  only  this  to  be  said  about  the  chances  of  sport : fish 
are  a bit  more  inclined  to  feed  than  they  were,  but  they 
come  on  and  go  off  in  most  capricious  fashion,  and 
anglers  will  have  to  be  satisfied  with  small  catches  till 
we  have  a regular  flush  of  water  and  a general  clear  out. 
— H.  C.  Alfe. 

XiO'nrer  Thames. — General  Remaks. — The  reports 
from  all  portions  of  tbe  river  below  Staines  are  very 
favourable  as  to  an  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the 
water,  and  in  the  feeding  of  the  fish.  There  are  several 
accounts  of  the  appearance  of  otters  in  and  about  the 
river.  Herbert  Ourr,  the  assistant  river  keeper  at 
Weybridge,  reports  the  capture  of  a fine  one  in  the 
Wey,  but  at  some  distance  from  the  Thames  ; and  Mr. 
J.  G.  Shepherd,  the  honorary  liver  keeper  at  Walton-on- 
Ihames,  writes  : “ Four  otters  have  been  seen  hereoppo- 
site  the  West  Surrey 'W.aterworks  by  J.  Cooper,  the  night 
watchman  ; but  the  difficulty  comes  in  no  one  is  allowed 
to  fire  a gun  within  a certain  distance  of  the  Thames, 
and  I cannot  see  how  they  can  be  caught  without  break- 
ing the  law  for  this  particular  purpose.  They  come 
from  the  Broadwater  to  the  waterworks,  and  swim 
about  in  a well-known  barbel  swim  in  the  river,  where 
there  has  never  been  a fish  caught  this  year.”  I 
have  received  several  letters  from  licensed  fishermen 
asking  me  whether,  under  the  new  bye-laws,  they  are 
prevented  from  using  the  bait  net,  and  the  reply "l  can 
only  give  is  from  the  10th  item  as  follows  : “ A casting 
or  bait  net  may  only  be  used  by  assistant  river  keeper.s 
in  obtaining  bait  to  be  used  by  persons  for  angling  in 
the  River  Thames.”  It  is  perfectly  clear  from  this 
that  its  use  is  limited,  but  the  Conservators  will  be 
willing  from  time  to  time  to  appoint  as  assistant  river 
keepers  such  professional  fishermen  in  each  district  as 
may  be  properly  recommended  to  them  for  the  appoint 
ment,  and  in  their  opinion  are  fitted  for  the  office. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  the  Conservators  in  making  this 
bye-law,  have  been  guided  in  the  necessity  of  it  from 
the  post  cards  that  were  sent  about  to  some  of  the 
professiona,!  fishermen  offering  to  purchase  bait  for 
other  districts,  and  of  one  of  the  fishermen  offering  to 
supply  bait  away  from  the  river.  The  bait  net  is  clearly 
to  be  used  in  catching  bait  for  angling  in  the  Thames 
under  the  new  bye-laws. — B. 

Upper  Thames. — The  oft-repeated  downpour  of 
rain  has  told  its  tale  on  the  'Thames,  which  in  many 
places  is  bank  high,  and  going  at  a good  pace.  However 
good  the  condition  of  the  water  may  be,  and  however 
improved  for  angling  purposes  by  a long-looked-for  rain, 
there  is  always  something  detrimental  to  fishing  suc- 
cesses, and  that  something  just  now  is  the  influx  of 
flickering  and  jiggering  leave.-',  which  in  shoals  are  fol- 
lowing in  the  wake  of  the  departing  weeds.  Fair  all- 
round sport  has  accrued  this  week  with  roach,  perch, 
and  jack,  Mr.  Ford,  Mr.  Thompson,  and  patrons  of  the 
Marlow  and  Medmenham  waters  doing  “fine  ” likewise. 
— Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Hampton  Court). — William  Melbourne 
writes  : “ After  the  heavy  rain  we  have  had,  the  water  is 
now  in  good  condition,  and  the  roach  and  dace  are  coming 
well  on  the  feed.  I have  been  out  trying  for  them  twice, 
anOcaught  si.xteen  dozen,  and  anotherday,  five  jack,  the 
largest  weighing  51b.  John  Smith  has  been  out  two  days 
and  taken  eighteen  dozen.  Mr.  Oreswick,  a member  of 
the  I.A.P.S.,  has  been  doing  well  in  the  Hampton  Deep 
amongst  the  roach  and  bream.  His  best  take  of  bream 
in  one  day  was  eighteen  fish,  and  some  fine  roach.  John 
Smith  has  bad  two  other  days  this  week,  and  taken  forty 
barbel,  and  Thomas  Melbourne,  on  Wednesday,  four 
jack,  two  of  them  weighing  51b.  each.” 

Thames  (Kingston). — John  Johnson,  in  the  week, 
twenty-two  barbel,  nine  bream,  eight  jack,  twelve  chub, 
and  nine  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  J.  Knight,  eleven 
jack  (one  81b.  and  another  71b.),  sixteen  perch  (the 
largest  IJlb.),  four  barbel,  and  twelve  dozen  of  roach 
and  dace.  J.  Wilkes,  eight  perch  (the  largest  2^1b.), 
SIX  dozen  of  roach  anl  dace,  and  twelve  dozeu  of 
gudgeon.  N.  Bolton,  ten  jack,  five  perch,  seven  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace,  some  of  the  roach  being  over  lib. 
each,  and  twelve  dozen  of  gudgeon. 

Thames  (Iioug  Ditton).— H.  Buttery,  one  day, 
fifteen  barbel,  one  chub,  and  one  perch  j another  day, 
in  three  hours,  seventeen  barbel  ; another  day,  in  two 
and  a half  hours,  thirteen  barbel ; and  another  day, 
thirteen  barbel,  two  bream,  a perch,  and  a chub. 

Thames  i Richmond). — Christopher  Brown  and 


Henry  Wheeler  have  been  getting  from  ten  to  twelve  ' - 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace  in  the  day.  Job  Brain,  sen., 
one  day  with  Mr.  Goring,  361b.  of  roach  ; and  on  other  , i 
days  in  the  week  a total  of  401b.  of  roach  and  dace.  Job 
Brain,  jun.,  in  one  day,  201b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; and  H. 
Mansell  an  average  of  ten  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Staines). — John  Keene,  jun.,  one  day  with  ' 
Mr.  Rogers  and  friend,  201b.  of  roach  and  barbel;! 
another  day  with  Mr.  Frost,  fifteen  barbel  and  four 
perch  ; in  two  other  days  with  Mr.  Codd  twenty  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace,  seven  barbel,  and  four  jack;  and' 
another  day  with  Mr.  Newbury  four  dozen  of  roach  and  i 
dace.  j 

Thames  (Sunbury). — Mr.  E.  Clarke,  in  three  days, 
twenty  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and  a jack  of  71b.  ; 
Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud,  in  four  days,  have  been  doing  >i 
well  amongst  the  roach,  dace,  bream,  and  barbel.  The  ; 
bank  anglers  have  also  done  well  with  the  perch,  roach,  | 
dace,  barbel,  and  a few  jack. 

Thames  (Teddington). — C.  Baldwin,  in  five  days, 
501b.  of  roach  and  dace,  and  W.  McBride,  in  the  week, 
sixty  bream  and  twenty  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  The 
bank  anglers  have  been  getting  a few  jack. 

Thames  (Twickenham).— C.  Brown,  during  the  : 
week,  361b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; S.  Cole,  501b.  of  roach  and 
dace,  three  perch,  six  bream,  and  three  barbel ; J.  Coxen,  i 
in  two  and  half  days,  361b.  of  roach  and  dace ; G. 
Goxen,  in  four  days,  301b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; J.  Dunn, 
in  one  day,  ten  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and  one  barbel ; 

J.  Frost,  during  tbe  week,  70lb.  of  roach  and  dace  ; 
A.  Hamraerton,  in  one  day,  five  dozen  ; Pert  Hammer- 
ton,  iu  the  week,  801b.  of  roach  and  dace ; R.  Spong,  in 
two  days,  201b.  of  roach  and  dace ; and  J.  Spong,  in  the 
week,  901b.  of  roach  and  dace,  nine  bream,  and  three 
barbel. 

Thames  (Walton). — R.  Walford,  one  day,  with  Mr 
Bradley,  two  and  a half  dozen  of  roach,  seven  bream, 
and  a barbel  of  4jlb.  ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Ferguson, 
twenty-three  bream  and  two  barbel,  weighing  61b.  ; 
another  day,  Mr.  Powell,  five  jack,  the  largest  61b. ; 

G.  Hone,  one  day,  with  two  gentlemen,  six  bream, 
three  dozen  roach  and  dace,  and  two  jack  : J.  Hone,  one 
day,  four  bream.  From  the  bank,  Mr.  Batchelor,  two 
jack,  the  largest  71b.  ; and  Mr.  Marshall,  three  jack,  the 
largest  41b. 

Thames  (Windsor). — Though  heavy  rains  have 
fallen  the  earth  is  not  yet  satisfied,  and  still  the  river  is 
running  clear,  but  fish  are  better  on  the  feed.  Several 
good  baskets  of  roach  have  been  had,  also  barbel,  but 
the  latter  have  been  small,  the  average  being  about  31b., 
and  the  largest  a fish  of  3jlb.,  caught  by  Mr.  W.  Crook, 
of  Eton.  Jack  have  been  better,  several  fish  of  from 
71b.  to  4lb.  being  had.  As  an  instance  of  the  voracity 
of  this  latter  fish,  one  was  picked  up  a few  days  back 
by  Madame  de  Weyers’  butler,  Mr.  Minns,  with  a harbel 
of  about  21b.  firmly  wedged  in  the  gullet,  and  which 
caused  its  death  ; when  weighed  the  brace  scaled  9jlb. 
Such  grand  open  weather  and  good  water  should  be 
productive  of  sport,  and  those  who  know  how,  when, 
and  where  must  do  well  now  amongst  chub,  roach,  and 
jack. — B R.  Bambridqe. 

Ancholme  District.  — Sport  has  been  very  gcol 
during  the  week.  On  'Thursday  last  six  anglers  got 
61lb.  of  fish,  mostly  bream,  in  the  New  Cut.  The 
names  are  as  follows  : 'Thicket,  Sheffield,  211b. ; Broad- 
head,  Sheffield,  12lb.  ; Robinson.  Sheffield,  111b.  ; 
Conyers,  Hull,  8lb.  ; Coulson,  Sheffield,  61b.,  and  Garrett, 
Sheffield,  61b.  The  largest  bream  was  caught  by 
Garrett ; it  weighed  4lb.,  bait  maggot.  On  Monday, 
571b.  of  fish  were  got  by  three  anglers,  also  in  New  Cut, 
an  1 mostly  bream  as  before.  Names  : Broadhead,  2‘21b.  ; 
Blackburn,  211b.  ; Hawley,  111b.,  all  from  Sheffield. 
Mr.  Stringer  also  got  a nice  lot  of  roach  from  New  Cut, 
largest  fish  If  lb.  in  the  East  Hull  match  thirteen  fished, 
and  all  got  sometliiug  : I.  A.  Davis,  91b.  2oz.  ; C. 
Hughes,  51b.  8oz.  ; E.  Moore,  51b.  6oz.,  total  weight 
421b.  Hull  Albion  Matcu  : T.  Gosling,  51b.  14oz.  ; G. 
Moffatt,  41b.,  nearly  all  roach.  'The  gold  medal,  given 
by  Albion  Club  for  best  average  daring  season,  was  won 
by  Webber,  who  had  eighty-one  fish  from  New  Cut, 
weighing  101b  7oz  , Martin  was  second  with  61b.  3oz., 
having  a total  of  fifty-nine  fish.  Weather  very  brilliant, 
and  pro-pects  quite  rosy  for  a good  coming  week.  The 
temperature  is  nearly  60  deg.  iu  midd'e  of  day. — Thos. 
Ford. 

Cornish.  Streams. — The  rivers  rose  higher  at  the 
end  of  last  week  than  they  have  for  any  part  of  the  past 
season,  and  the  change  was  most  welcome.  Salmon  ran 
up,  spent  peal  dropped  back,  and  the  weeds  were  washed 
off  the  bed.  During  the  highest  of  the  water  fish 
sported  very  sparely  of  course,  but  since  the  i anglers 
have  been  getting  an  occasional  salmon  and  some  sea- 
trout,  but  the  latter  were  black  and  ill  conditioned 
things,  which  had  been  in  the  water  without  spawning 
tor  many  weeks.  The  best  takes  on  the  Cimiifcrthe 
week  were  two  salmon  of  14lb.  and  111b.,  and  the 
heaviest  of  the  peel  weighed  3lb. — Bodmin. 

Dervwent  (Ambergate). — There  was  a heavy  and 
coloured  water  in  the  Derwent  on  Sunday  last,  and  fly- 
fishing was  suspended  until  Tuesday,  when  the  stream 
had  subsided  and  cleared  down  nicely.  Many  good  takes 
of  grayling  were  made  at  the  beginning  of  the  week 
by  the  bottom  fishing  fraternity,  and  daring  the  week 
many  grayling  have  been  caught  with  the  fly.  The  fish 
have  risen  very  freely  to  the  Blue  and  Silver  Duns,  and 
small  Grey  fly.  There  has  been  an  abundance  of  natural 
fly  on,  the  weather  having  been  mild  and  fine.  Conse- 
quently a lot  of  fishing  liad  been  done  with  success. 
Prospects  are  excellent  lor  the  next  few  days,  although 
the  leaves  are  a little  troublesome. — Amber  Dun. 

Der-went  (Malton,  Yorks).— The  river  has  settled 
down  into  first-rate  fishing  order,  and  a local  angler  took 
six  grayling  this  afternoon  below  Kirkham  Abbey— 


splendid  fish,  up  to  about  21b.  each.  A pike  weishinff 
about  21.51b.  was  caught  last  week  in  the  lake  at  Castle 
Howard. — H. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Sport  good  on  the  whole  ; 
water  in  good  condition ; weather  mild  and  genial ; 
Silver  Dun  and  Light  Bumble  are  most  useful  flies.— 

D.  AND  W.  H.  Fosteb.  „ , , , 

Ddeu  (Carlisle). — In  the  latter  part  of  last  week 

Mr.  W.  Robinson  killed  a fine  fish,  281b.,  in  the  Holme 
Eden  water;  Archdeacon  Prescott  and  Mr.  E.  Prescott 
each  had  one  at  Wetheral ; Mr.  L.  H.  Hodgson,  two,  at 
Crosby ; Mr.  R.  H.  Horrocks,  two,  in  the  Doctor^s 
Flat ; Mr.  E.  Parker,  three,  at  Edenhall.  Sunday  s 
rain  stopped  angling  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  but  it  was 
hoped  would  bring  some  fish  from  the  Solway,  as  many 
of  the  pools  are  only  poorly  stocked.  On  Wednesday 
the  keeper  at  Armathwaite  Castle  landed  a salmon  just 
below  the  weir.  Mr.  G.  Raine  killed  one  of  201o.,  and 
Mr.  E.  Parker  a small  one,  in  the  Edenhall  water.  Mr. 

E.  L.  Hough  landed  two  in  the  Crosby  water.  The 
river  is  in  fine  order,  and  where  fish  are  at  all  numerous 
good  sport  should  be  had. — Silveb  Grey. 

Dxe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Thunderstorms  have 
been  rather  prevalent  during  the  week,  and  have,  of 
course,  had  a prejudicial  eft'ect  on  sport  in  general.  A 
few  good  bags  of  roach  are  reported  from  the  Exwick 
reaches,  and  higher  up  the  river  Mr.  Bellamy  has  taken 
a pike  or  two,  largest  5Jlb.  On  the  Clist,  Messrs. 
Edwards  and  Reed  have  been  getting  some  good  perch 
up  to  lib.  each,  and  a local  rodster  secured  a specimen 
of  21b.  2oz.  from  the  same  locality  a few  days  since. — 
Red  Palmer. 

Pen  Waters  (South.  Lincolnshire). — The  milder 
weather  of  last  week  induced  many  to  turn  to  roach 
and  perch  fishing  again,  and  during  this  week  and  last 
the  sport  has  been  capital.  Among  the  best  bags  since 
last  writing  was  one  made  on  the  Forty-foot  by  Mr. 
Nixon,  of  Billingborough,  261b.,  made  in  two  days,  all 
roach  and  perch.  Several  nice  tench  have  come  to  hand 
on  this  water,  the  best  noted  2jlb.  Pike  have  also  been 
looked  after  in  this  locality.  Fish  have  run  to  81b. 
Spalding  anglers  have  brought  home  good  catches  from 
the  Glenn,  and  from  Pode  Hole.  The  North  and  South 
Drove  drains  have  also  yielded  good  mixed  bags.  Trolling 
has  been  tried,  and  some  fair  pike  have  come  to  hand, 
but  nothing  exceptional.  Eels  are  abundant. — Limpet. 

Gt.  Paxton  (St.  Neots). — The  water  is  in  good  con- 
dition for  fishing,  and  jack  are  feeding.  Some  nice  fish 
have  been  caught  lately.  One  of  41b.  wa  s caught  last 
week  with  nearly  a yard  of  gimp  and  two  swivels  hang- 
ing out  of  his  mouth,  and  the  hooks  when  traced  were 
found  embedded  at  the  further  end  of  the  paunch,  and 
the  shape  of  them  could  only  just  be  discerned,  so  power- 
fully had  the  gastric  juice  acted  upon  the  steel,  that  as 
soon  as  touched  it  fell  into  a shapeless  mass  of  dark 
brown  rust,  and,  what  was  the  more  strange,  there  was 
very  little  inflammation  where  the  hooks  lodged.  From 
past  experience  of  such  cases,  I should  say  they  had 
been  there  about  seven  weeks. — W.  Duckeb. 

Idle  (North.  Notts). — Retford  anglers  report  some 
good  baskets  of  coafise  fish,  particularly  chub,  which 
have  been  taken  in  the  lower  lengths  of  the  river. 
Roach  are  also  in  force,  and  are  easily  taken.  In  this 
district  a number  of  grayling  have  been  noticed,  and  as 
they  are  a rarity  in  these  lengths,  and  only  small,  it  is 
hoped  anglers  will  spare  them  for  this  season,  at  all 
events.  In  the  bottom  reaches  of  the  river  there  has 
been  trolling  for  pike,  with  fair  success.  The  river  is 
in  fine  condition  for  angling. — L. 

Lea  and  Stort. — Both  rivers  are  now  in  very  good 
fishing  condition.  Mr.  W.  Dew  and  others  had  some 
nice  roach  and  dace.  A few  jack,  perch,  and  roach  have 
been  taken  at  St.  Margaret’s,  Rye  House,  and  Brox- 
bourne.  At  Cheshunt  sport  has  been  fairly  good,  Mr. 
Reitz  having  a nice  lot  of  roach.  The  open  competition 
at  Waltham  AbbeT^i  on  the  15th,  was,  as  far  as  numbers 
were  concerned,  a success  ; but  the  day  was  most  un- 
favourable for  good  sport.  Mr.  J.  Guyver  had  a hand- 
some chub  of  21b.  8jOz.  In  the  lower  lengths  of  the  Lea 
but  little  angling  has  been  done,  but  large  quantities  of 
fish  have  been  taken  by  the  men  employed  on 
"the  drainage  works.  Mr.  Phesay  had  a good  roach 
of  151b.  Thursday  morning.  — The  water  is  in  very 
good  order,  and  the  weather  is  favourable  for 
Toaching,  &c.  Early  this  morning  we  had  a thick 
fog,  and  a white  frost  during  the  night ; the 
latter  will  greatly  improve  the  pike  fishermen’s  chances. 
The  drainage  works  are  in  full  swing,  and  I can  see  a 
great  improvement  in  future,  especially  for  the  fly 
fishermen.  On  Saturday  last  a pike,  weighing  2651b., 
taken  at  Brockenhurst,  was  on  view  at  the  Old  Seven 
Sisters  Hotel,  Tottenham.  The  fish  measured  3ft.  llin., 
and  was  in  poor  condition. — Spliced  J oint. 

Lea  (Ware).— The  Good  Intent  and  Marylebone 
clubs  fished  matches  here  on  the  15th,  some  members 
Jaaving  good  takes.  A member  of  the  Walton  and  Cotton 
had  a handsome  roach  of  11b.  9oz.,  and  there  has  been 
some  good  takes  of  roach,  perch,  and  dace  this  week, 
^ind  everything  looks  promising  for  next  Sunday. — The 
Bull  Inn.  ^ . 

Leicester. — The  rains,  which  have  fallen  almost 
daily  during  the  week,  have  had  a most  beneficial  effect 
on  the  waters  ; but,  owing  to  the  extremely  low  state  of 
the  streams,  the  effect  of  the  downpour  was  not 
noticeable  until  the  last  day  or  two.  On  Thursday  the 
waters  were  running  in  large  volume,  and  the  colour 
was  good.  The  canal  has  afforded  the  best  sport,  but 
only  a moderate  number  of  anglers  have  been  out. 
Roach  fishing  continues  to  be  [eagerly  pursued.  A fair 
show  of  the  anglers  fishing  the  Leicester  waters  combine 
profit  with  their  sport,  baits  for  pike  fishing  being  in 
great  demand.  The  best  lots  of  roach  were  shown  by 


Messrs.  Richardson,  121b.  ; Manshig,  91b. ; Brant,  71b. ; 
and  Shelton,  71b. 

Lugs'  Arrow  (Leominster).-^Those  noted 

grayling  streams  have  been  visited  with  some  very 
heavy  rain,  which  has  made  them  rise  a little,  but  has 
not  altered  the  colour.  The  rain  has  improved  the 
fishing,  and  grayling  are  moving  better.  The  prospect 
for  sport  is  good.  The  Pinsley  is  running  clear.- 
Gwynne.  _ , ,,  -r.  • 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Ram, 
the  latter  days  of  last  week,  effected  a rise  of  about  a 
foot  in  these  rivers ; water  very  slightly  stained,  now 
sinking,  and  are  in  capital  order  ; weather  has  been 
variable,  prospects  of  sport  in  the  near  future  are  good. 

All  the  autumn  flies  are  now  out ; the  most  successful 
have  been  Mid  Blue,  Whirling,  Red  Tag,  Green  Insect, 
Willows,  and  Blue  Gnat ; the  two  latter,  and  Pale 
September  Dun  (natural)  out  very  thick.  Grasshopper 
(sink  and  draw)  not  much  doing.  The  worm  and 
maggot  have  done  well  in  the  Arrow. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Tonbridge).  — Water  fining  down  from 
the  recent  rains,  and  now  in  good  trim,  and,  unless 
there  is  a lot  more  rain,  will  be  tit  for  any  sort  of  fishing 
by  the  end  of  the  week.  The  boats  being  mostly  put  by 
for  the  winter,  now  is  a good  time  for  trying  some  of  the 
best  swims  on  our  stretch  of  water,  as  one  or  two  of  the 
best  swims  are  right  in  the  boating  water.  A good 
specimen  chub  of  451b.  has  been  caught  by  a local  fisher- 
man, who  also  had  two  perch  of  21b.  each  earlier  in  the 
season.  Nothing  doing  amongst  jack.  The  worm  has 
been  almost  the  only  bait.— R.  E.  W. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — Sport  of  late  has  not  been 
very  brisk  owing  to  the  lowness  of  the  river,  but  a large 
quantity  of  bream  were  captured  last  week  at  the  Black 
Bridge.  Perch  and  roach  are  bitirg  pretty  well,  although 
no  large  takes  are  recorded.  Several  good  bream  have 
been  landed  at  Castor  and  the  Perry. — E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— Since  my  last  report  a con- 
siderable quantity  of  rain  has  fallen  ; this  has  freshened 
up  the  water  nicely,  although  it  has  not  added  much 
colour  to  it.  Sport  has,  however,  improved  considerably. 
Many  pike  fishermen  have  been  out  ; most  of  them  tell 
the  same  tale — no  large  pike,  plenty  of  small  ones, 
abundance  of  weeds,  causing  the  loss  of  much  tackle. 
The  dredging  operations,  which  I had  hoped  would 
remove  this  nuisance,  are  making  but  very  slow  pro- 
gress. Spinning  for  pike  at  present  meets  with  more 
sport  than  live  baiting.  Roach  have  been  feeding 
exceedingly  well,  and  as  they  are  now  in  perfect  condi- 
tion, this  branch  of  sport  is  well  worth  a trial  just  now. 
Boiled  wheat  accounts  for  the  largest  fish,  many  up  to 
11b.  in  weight  have  been  taken  by  local  anglers.  Pro- 
spects of  sport  are  improving  daily.— B. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— The  heavy  rams  have  put  the 
water  in  very  good  condition,  and  roach  are  feeding 
well  on  wheat.  Small  jack  have  taken,  but  I can’t  hear 
of  any  good  ones  being  taken.  Live  bait  taking  no  effect, 
but  spinning  does  the  work  ; both  weather  and  water 
show  good  prospects. — H.  Rout. 

Ouse  (Littleport). — Sport  amongst  roach  has  been 
excellent  during  the  past  few  weeks,  and  the  following 
catches  have  been  reported  : Sergt.  C.  Nutkins  landed 
altogether  (fishing  seven  lines)  70jlb.  ; Mr.  C.  Stace, 
Cambridge,  fijlb.  ; Mr.  J.  Naylor,  Cambridge,  41b.  in 
about  two  and  a half  hours;  Mr.  W.  Driver,  Cam- 
bridge, 61b. ; Dr.  Barclay  Smith,  Cambridge,  91b. ; Mr. 
H.  Steam,  Cambridge,  8jlb. — E.  A.  S. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— The  river  is  clearing  nicely, 
and  pike  fishers  will  do  well  to  take  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  of  obtaining  sport  in  this  direction.  At 
Uflington  on  Monday,  Messrs.  Craddock,  Richards,  and 
another  angler  took  between  them  eleven  pike  from  the 
brook  which  runs  into  the  river  at  that  point.  These 
fish  were  in  capital  condition,  and  weig:hed  on  the  average 
4lb.  each.  When  the  water  becomes  finer  bottom  fishing 
for  perch  will  yield  good  results.— Piscator. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech),— During  the  early  part  of  this  week  we  bad  a 
return  of  stormy  and  unsettled  weather,  and  on  Tuesday 
rain  fell  very  heavily  and  almost  continuously  for  about 
twelve  hours.  Since  then  we  have  had  no  rain,  but  the 
rivers  are  not  yet  in  condition  for  fly-fishing.  Several 
enterprising  and  experienced  anglers  have  had  good 
sport  with  other  kinds  of  bait,  and,  should  the  present 
very  fine  weather  continue,  will  very  soon  be  able  to  re- 
commence operations  amoiig.st  the  grayling. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures). — Some  rain  has  fallen  in  this  district 
during  the  past  week,  but  not  enough  to  colour  the 
water,  and  fishing  in  consequence  is  very  slow.  A few 
jack  have  been  taken,  but  nothing  of  any  size,  the 
largest  about  51b.— W.  Bainbridqe. 

Sussex  Rivers. — Heavy  rain  storms  have  been  ex- 
perienced during  the  week,  and  rivers  are  in  districts 
much  clouded.  With  so  much  natural  food  going  into 
the  river  sport  has  fallen  off  among  the  bream  and  roach. 
On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  pike  were  feeding  better. 
A nice  fish  of  9jlb.  was  taken  Irora  the  Ouse  on  Wednes- 
day near  Uckfield,  and  two  brace  of  smaller  fish  from  the 
Fletching  reach.  A few  chub  up  to  21b.  and  roach  weighing 
lib.  2oz.,  from  above  Barcombe,  but  IC.^lb.  is  the  heaviest 
basket  notified  me.  From  the  water  below  Lewes 
heavy  roach  have  been  taken  by  light  ledgering' 
with  worm.  Visitors  to  the  Kother  have  been 
fairly  successful.  A day’s  record  for  two  rods 
in  the  Selham  and  Midhurst  district  consisted 
of  two  brace  of  pike,  weighing  in  all  201b.,  a brace 
and  a half  of  perch,  heaviest  25lb.,  and  91b.  of 
roach  and  dace.  The  pike  and  perch  were  taken  by 
paternostering  with  gudgeon.  Fishing:  for  gudgeon 
alone,  a day’s  take  was  three  and  a half  dozen.  Good 
sport  has  been  obtained  in  the  tidal  waters  of  the  Adnr, 
and  baskets  up  to  12§lb.  of  dace,  roach,  and  flat  fish.  In 
the  upper  water,  near  Heufield,  there  are  some  good 


pike  ; a brace  of  fish,  weighing  together  131b  , were 
taken  live  baiting  on  Monday.  Bream  have  been  feeding 
well  in  the  Chichester  Canal,  and  from  the  Basin  and  at 
Birdham  a few  pike  have  been  taken  with  live  bait.  It 
is  seldom  pike  in  this  water  are  taken  by  spinning,  and 
in  the  Basin  the  sunken  timber  and  weeds  cause  the  loss 
of  valuable  tackle.— Georoe  F.  Salter.  ^ , 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— On  Saturday 
last  (14th)  a salmon  of  S^lb.  was  landed,  and  during  the 
early  part  of  this  week  several  more  were  caught,  from 
41b.  to  sjlb.  each.  At  time  of  writing,  the  river  is  in 
high  flood,  and  overflowing  its  banks,  so  fear  there  is 
not  much  chance  of  further  sport  ere  the  season  closes. 

H 

Teme  (Knighton).— In  this  part  heavy  rain  has  been 
had,  and  has  made  the  river  rise  quite  a foot.  The 
weather  has  been  cold,  and  grayling  have  been  moving 
better.  Angling  has  been  quiet  as  yet,  but  the  prospects 
for  sport  are  much  better. — K.  Knighton. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  is  in  good  order  for 
angling.  Rain  has  been  had,  and  has  caused  the  river  to 
rise,  and  there  is  more  water  going  down  than  there 
has  been  for  months.  The  colour  is  suitable  for  grayling, 
and  the  fish  have  been  more  on  the  feed.  A good  tew 
rods  have  been  out.  After  the  rain  on  Saturday  there 
was  a grood  run  of  eels.  At  one  mill  3cwt.  was  taken  in 
the  trap,  and  at  another  nearly  5owt.  On  Monday,  in 
the  water  under  Whitcliffe,  eight  nice  grayling  were 
taken  with  the  fly.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche 
are  all  improved  and  in  good  fishingorder.  In  the  Corve 
and  and  Clun  some  good  grayling  have  been  landed.— S. 

Ludlow.  . , • i 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  river  has  risen  and  is  clear. 
Grayling  are  rising  better,  and  are  taking  the  fly 
A few  rods  have  been  out,  and  some  very  nice  fish  have 
been  landed.  Grasshopper  fishing  should  be  good.  The 
Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  improved.  Sport  quiet 
in  them.— Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington).  — River  very  high  at 
present,  but  falling  and  getting  fine.  If  this  fine 
weather  continues,  the  rod  men  may  expect  some  good 
sport  through  the  coming  week.  Lots  of  salmon  have 
been  seen  at  the  weirs.  Five  peal,  951b.,  were  taken  on 
Friday  and  Saturday.  Since  then  the  water  has  been 
too  big  for  fishing. — Practical  Angler.  ...  ,, 

Trent  (Newark). — Angling  has  been  quiet  in  the 
Newark  district,  though  the  'L’rent  is  running  in  good 
order  for  bottom  fishing,  but  few  being  inclined  tor  the 
sport.  Bags  have  been  light,  but  a few  good  roach  h^e 
been  taken  with  gentles,  heaviest  11b.  7o^,  by  Mr. 
Stuffins.  Pike  are  moving  fairly  well  to-day  (Thursday). 
Mr  W.M.  Ball  secured  six,  weighing  22lb.  9oz  , in  one 
hour  with  a Jubilee  Spinner.  Barbel  fishermen  are 
again  out  to-day,  but  returns  are  not  to  hand  at  time  of 
writing.— Trentsider.  , . 

Usk  (at  Usk).— The  water  some  days  during  the 
past  week  has  been  in  capital  order  for  angling,  but 
rather  high.  There  was  a 4ft.  rise  on  Wednesday, 
but  it  is  now  cleared  down  and  in  fishing  order.  A few 
salmon  have  been  captured,  but  they  are  very  sulky  in 
taking  the  fly.  The  season  ends  on  Nov.  1-~T- 
Wimbledon  Lake  (Wimbledon).— There  have  been 
this  last  week  several  good  takes  of  bream  and  roach, 
also  a few  perch.  B.  Arnold,  7ib.  roach  and  bream ; 
Mr.  Driver,  two  small  jack,  3jlb.,  and  one  251b.;  another 
gentleman,  several  roach  and  bream;  H.^  Harding,  of 
South  Wimbledon,  a jack  of  41b. ; H.  Starling,  1 Blooin- 
grove.  Nelson-road,  Merton,  several  good  roach  and 
bream,  one  of  IJlb.  Rather  an  amusing  and  energetic 
fisherman  arrived  here  on  Monday  afternoon,  and  started 
fishing  with  dead  gorge  hook,  and  the  bait  he  used  was 
about  ilb.  sheep’s  lights.  I understood  him  to  say  it  was 
a killing  bait  for  large  fish,  but  they  did  not  fancy  it, 
and  in  casting  out  he  caught  the  trees  and  broke  his  rod 
in  half.  A.  J.  Brown,  of  the  Bostonian  Angling  Society, 
several  roach,  and  bream,  lib.,  and  small  jack,  31b.;  Mr. 
Driver,  two  small  jack,  31b.  and  2^Ib  ; several  good 
runs.  The  jack  are  fairly  on  the  feed  now,  especially  in 
early  morning  and  evening ; weeds  rotting  quickly. 

A.  Newham.  , , . , . i.i. 

Witham,  &o.  (Mid  Lincoln).- A number  of  the 
expertest  anglers  returned  to  the  Witham  again  this 
week,  being  drawn  by  a crack  contest  which  took  place 
on  Monday.  The  chief  prize  taker,  Mr.  Alfred  Crofts, 
of  Sheffield,  caught  121b.  0|oz.  The  length  between 
Stixwold  and  Kirkstead  was  fixed  on,  and  is  one  of  the 
best  in  the  river  at  present.  The  waters  are  in  excel- 
lent condition,  and  trollers  are  getting  among  the  pike. 
Both  at  Lincoln  and  Boston  some  good  bags  are  being 
made  in  the  ordinary  way.  Capital  roach  come  from 
Bracebridge,  Brayford,  and  from  the  South  Forty-foot, 

at  Boston. — Luci.  , . , mi  i u 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbysliire).—There  has  been 
some  improvement  in  sport  with  the  fly  on  both  rivers 
durin"  the  past  week,  and  a few  decent  dishes  of  gray- 
ling have  been  taken,  but  those  anglers  who  have  fished 
tbe  Derwent  wiih  the  worm  and  maggot  in  the  Netting- 
ham  style  have  again  had  the  best  baskets,  one  or 
two  having  had  excellent  sport.  Both  water  and 
weather  are  now  all  that  can  be  wished  for,  and  if  we 
get  no  change,  the  prospects  for  the  coming  week  will 
be  first  rate. — Dotterel.  . , , 

Yare  (Norwick).— Reports  during  the  past  week 
have  not  been  as  good  as  the  weather  gave  one  rea,son  to 
expect,  for  most  days  have  been  bright,  and  the  rrver  in 
good  condition.  201b.  of  roach  is  the  best  individtml 
catch  I have  heard  of,  these  were  caught  at  Brundall  by 
two  rods,  whilst  at  Buckenham  Ferry  a friend  fished  aU 
day  and  had  no  sport  until  near  dusk,  when  he  landed 
about  a score  of  very  fine  roach,  which  repaid  him  for 
his  patience.  Pike  still  continue  to  be  caught  in 
numbers  on  this  stream  and  also  the  Bure,  trailing  being 
the  mode  mostly  adopted,  and  it  is  very  killing  just  now 
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if  the  weeds  can  only  he  avoided.  We  may  soon  expect 
to  hear  of  some  live  baiting  on  the  broads,  as  the  weeds 
die  down.  I have  known  November  to  produce  its 
20-poundors  many  times,  and  if  we  are  favoured  with 
sharpish  frosts  night  and  morning,  as  experienced  now, 
the  weeds  will  speedily  become  rotten,  and  present  ho 
obstacle  to  the  angler.  Prospects  good. — Robert  Moll. 

Yore  (Hawes). — The  water  is  to-day  in  spate,  and 
every  prospect  of  good  fishing.  The  leaves  are  some- 
what troublesome,  but  arerapidly  disappearing  Worm 
and  maggot  should  give  a good  account  of  themselves, 
but  I think  the  former  will  be  given  the  preference. — J. 
CORRY. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Deal. — Oct.  10.  Boat  fishing  fairly  good  ; pier  fishing 
slack.  11th.  No  fishing;  too  much  wind  for  boats  and 
too  much  ground  swell  for  pier  fishing.  12th.  Weather 
moderated;  several  boats  went  out,  and  brought  in  some 
fine  catches  of  whiting  and  codling.  13th.  Good  sport; 
boats  brought  in  from  two  to  eight  score  whiting  and 
codlings.  Mr.  George  Read  Clarke,  well  known  to  the 
Caxtonians,  caught  Irora  the  pier  a pollack,  31b.  13oz., 
and  several  others,  between  9 and  10.15  p.m.  11th.  Very 
rough,  few  boats  out;  Mr.  Ball  and  Mr,  Brook,  whiting 
and  flat  fish.  15th.  Still  rough;  quieter  in  afternoon  ; 
Mr.  Read  Clark,  151b.  pollack  from  pier  with  parch- 
ment, largest  31b.,  others  of  21b.  Whiting  also  taken. 
Mr.  Austin  had  whiting  and  plaice  by  throwing  hand 
line  from  beach.  Several  members  of  Gresham  and 
British  Sea  Anglers’  Societies  out  to  day  : fair  catches 
all  round.  Mr.  Grist  brought  in  some  fine  codling.  The 
day’s  record  would  have  been  better  had  the  members 
been  able  to  st^y  ; train  leaves  for  town  4.50  Sunday 
afternoon.  Kith.  Good  catches;  four  to  eight  score 
whiting ; weather  now  fine  ; fish  very  numerous  ; tides 
suit  well  all  day. — Edward  Hanger. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Aberdeenshire  Don. — Since  the  autumn  season  has 
begun  the  fishing  has  been  of  rather  a disappointing 
character.  I hear  of  an  occasional  fish  being  got  above 
Inverary  ; on  Thainstone  very  few.  Kintore  Boro’ 
water  has  yielded  a few  fish.  I counted  one  day  seven- 
teen rods,  and  only  four  fish  was  the  result.  1 he  ticket 
holders  on  the  Grandholm  water  are  getting  some  fish. 
Mrs.  Stewait,  of  Ivinnellor  Lodge,  had  a beauty  of  191b. 
on  Thursday  last.  The  most  successful  bait  is  the 
gudgeon.  The  weather  now  seems  more  settled,  and 
good  sport  should  be  got  for  the  remaining  few  days. — 
Blue  Hackle. 

Argyll  Arms  Hotel  (Inverary).— On  Saturday, 
14th,  Mr.  Bantock,  in  the  Aray,  two  grilse,  3Jlb.  and 
Sjlb.  Monday,  Mr.  Mead,  in  the  Douglas,  six  sea-trout ; 
and  Tuesday,  in  the  Douglas,  grilse  5Jlb.  Wednesday, 
Mr.  Mason,  in  the  Douglas,  two  grilse,  3Jlb.  and  5Jlb., 
all  in  good  condition. — R.  B.  Bantock. 

Border  Bsk. — On  Sunday  and  Monday  the  Esk 
was  heavily  flooded.  The  river  is  now  in  good 
condition  for  .salmon  fishing,  and  the  water  is  crowded 
with  fish.  Little  has  been  done  in  the  upper 
reaches,  but  in  the  Canonbie  water  good  sport  has 
been  had,  Mr.  Win.  Davidson,  Canonbie,  landing 
three  salmon  in  the  Byreburnfoot  water,  his  best 
fish  221b..  the  others  181b.  each.  Mr.  S.  M'Kune 
had  two  salmon  in  the  Cauldron  Pool  ; Mr.  R.  Baxter, 
Forge,  had  one  of  IClb.  from  Jock’s  Pool ; in  the  same 
water  Mr.  J.  Ballantyne  landed  a fish  of  121b. ; Mr.  John 
Graham  had  one,  on  Friday,  of  181b.,  and  another  on 
Saturday,  221b.  ; Mr.  Doughty  caught  a fine  salmon, 
171b.  ; Mr.  Riddle,  Rowanburn,  had  one  of  81b  ; Mr. 
Church,  Parkhouse,  took  one  of  231b.  ; and  Mr.  Haugh, 
one  of  181b.  In  the  double  water,  a gentleman  secured 
a salmon  of  251b.  Mr.  Todrick  killed  two  beautiful 
salmon,  and  Mr.  Walter  Irvine,  Canonbie,  caught  a 
salmon  of  231b.  in  Greystone  Pool. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— On  Mon- 
day Mr.  Macintosh  lauded  tit  teen  trout,  5jlb.  On 
Tuesday,  Mr.  Macpher,son  had  nineteen,  aggregating  81b. 
The  same  angler  was  out  on  Wednesday,  and  got 
twenty-four  trout,  lOjIb.  ; on  Thursday,  nineteen  trout, 
9|lb.  ; and  ou  Friday,  twelve  trout,  5Jlb. — McB. 

Dee,  Don  (Aberdeenshire). — Good  sport  is  daily 
being  got  on  all  the  reaches  of  the  Dee  from  source  to 
mouth,  and  fresh  autumn  fish  are  being  met  with  over 
sixty  miles  from  the  sea  in  the  Ballater  and  Balmoral 
reaches.  On  the  Braemar  section  excellent  sport  has 
been  the  order  of  the  day.  On  the  Mar  Lodge 
waters,  the  Duchess  of  Fife  landed  seven  salmon 
to  her  own  rod  ou  Wednesday,  scaling  from  91b.  to 
141b.  She  had  also  one  of  111b.  ; two,  of  71b.  and  lOJlb.  ; 
one  of  12Jlb.  ; and  one  of  lOJlb.,  on  the  other  aays, 
making  iu  all  twelve  fish  for  the  week,  and  thirty  as  far 
as  the  season  has  gone.  On  the  Invercauld  House  Dee 
waters,  Mr.  W.  R.  Parker  Jervis  has  had  two  and  three 
fish  daily.  On  the  Huntly  Lodge  water,  Mr.  Wynne 
landed  one  of  131b.  ; while  Mr.  Williams  creeled  two,  of 
201b.  and  01b.  On  the  Hotel  water,  Mr.  Harrison  had 
one  of  71b.,  one  of  81b.,  one  of  221b.,  and  one  of  IGlb.  ; 
and  Mr.  Dugdale  one  of  Itilb.  On  the  Dess  upper  and 
lower  beats.  Captain  Davidson  landed  a beauty  of  201b., 
and  Mr.  Walter  Davidson  one  of  101b.,  while  another 
angler  had  one  on  Monday  of  101b.  On  the  Norton 
water,  Mrs.  Pickering  creeled  one  of  241b. ; Mr.  W. 
Lamond,  three,  of  191b.,  181b.,  and  151b. ; two,  of  22Jlb. 
and  18Jlb.  ; two,  of  181b.  and  191b.,  and  one  of  Oib.  ; 
while  ISlicoll,  keeper,  landed  one  of  15Jlb.  and  one  of 
25Jlb.  On  the  Carlogie  water,  Mr.  Sydney  Campbell 
creeled  one  of  101b.,  and  one  of  141b.  ; while  Mr.  Cox 
had  two,  of  81b.  and  Ih^lb.,  and  one  of  121b.  On  the 
Borrowstone  section,  Mrs.  Pickering  creeled  one,  lOJlb., 
one,  loll)  ; two,  lO^lo.  and  201b.  ; while  Mr.  Judd  had 
one  of  17lb.,  and  Mr.  .lennings  three,  scaling  9Jib., 
lOJlb.,  and  2Ulb.  On  the  Sluice  water,  Mr.  Williams  hau 


one  of  5Jlb.  and  one  of  21Jlb.  ; while  Mr.  Harrison 
grassed  one  of  81b.,  one  of  22lb.,  and  one  of  101b.  On 
the  Woodend  section,  Mr.  William  Farnell  Watson 
creeled  one,  101b. ; three,  of  171b.,  201b.,  and  151b.  ; in 
addition  to  several  other  similar  weights;  while  Mrs. 
Watson  had  a beauty  of  181b.  On  the  Blackhall  Castle 
waters,  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay  landed,  during  the  week,  one  of 
201b.  ; three,  of  101b.,  181b.,  and  201b.  ; two,  of  161b. 
and  181b.  : three,  scaling  201b.,  211b.,  and  221b.  ; three, 
of  181b.,  191b.,  and  231b.;  and  two,  of  171b.  and  251b. 
On  the  Cairnton  section,  Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley  and  his 
guest,  the  Duke  of  Portland,  have  had  very  successful 
sport,  having  got  several  fish  daily  of  the  average 
weights.  On  the  Lower  Crathes  wafers,  Mr.  White 
creeled  a fine  fish  of  321b.  On  the  Durris  waters  a 
fairly  good  season  has  been  enjoyed,  Mr.  Baird  and 
party  having  a score  of  over  seventy  fish  up  to  date.  On 
the  Park  waters,  Sir  Robert  Turner  has  done  pretty  well. 
On  Thursday  last,  Mr.  George  Davids m had  five  to  his 
own  rod,  scaling  241b.,  231b.,  221b..  221b.,  and  151b. 
respectively.  On  the  Dium  waters,  Mr.  Irvine  and  party 
are  mounting  a good  record.  On  the  Heathcot  waters. 
Dr.  Stewart's  guests  have  had  several  salmon  and  some 
good  baskets  of  trout.  The  back-end  season  on  the 
Don  is  proving  the  best  for  some  years  back.  On  the 
Grandholm  water.  Professor  Cash  has  been  getting  two, 
throe,  and  five  fish  daily,  ranging  from  121b.  to  over 
301b.,  all  to  the  fly.  Other  anglers  areals)  doing  well 
on  the  adjoining  heats  above  and  below. — Deesider. 

Deveron. — Although  this  river  was  in  fair  fishing 
condition  during  the  past  week,  sport  was  indifferent. 
On  the  Forglen  section.  Sir  R.  Abercromby  and  party 
had  few  fish,  the  most  killed  on  one  day  being  eight,  and 
the  heaviest  281b.  On  the  Netherdale  water,  Mr.  R. 
Findlay  and  Mr.  Williams  and  the  keeper  had  five  fish, 
largest  251b.  On  the  Carnoustie  section,  Mr.  Henderson 
had  two  fish  of  5jlb.  and  101b.  On  the  upper  waters 
sport  was  very  poor,  and  the  heaviest  fish  killed  was 
121h.  on  the  Blairmore  water. 

Earn. — On  the  Lower  Dupplin  water  Blr.  Lothian 
killed  a fish  of  4Slb.,  which  measured  50in.  in  length  and 
27in.  girth.  He  also  killed  a grilse.  On  the  Dupplin 
reserved  water,  Mr.  E.  Brydges  Willyams  killed  five, 
largest  351b. 

Helmsdale. — Had  this  river  been  open  to  angler.s 
now,  there  is  little  doubt  but  some  good  sport  would 
have  been  got.  Fish  are  said  to  be  numerous  in  the 
pools  and  streams,  and  sea- trout  were  much  in  excess  of 
former  years.  Some  trout  fishing  is  being  got  on  the 
Bura,  specially  in  sea-trout.  Loch  Bura  is  yielding 
grand  sport  with  sea-trout.  Sea-fishing  is  not  doing 
much  on  this  coast  at  present.  Haddocks  are  the  only 
fish  being  got  at  present,  and  extremely  small  in  size. — 
S.C. 

Spey.  The  rod  fishing  on  the  Spey  and  tributaries 
is  now  closed.  On  the  Ballindalloch  water  a salmon  of 
191b.  and  several  grilse  have  been  landed.  The  season’s 
sport  on  the  Pitcioy  water  represents  fifty-one  salmon 
of  about  121b.  each,  and  eighteen  grilse  of  4jlb.  average, 
the  heaviest  fish  weighing  241b.,  231b..  and  17§lb.  On 
the  Wester  Elchies  water  fish  of  191b.,  18J-lb.,  IVlb.,  and 
151b.  have  been  taken.  From  the  Aberlour  Hous ) water, 
201b.,  151b.  ; and  from  the  upper  section  of  the  Easter 
Elches  water,  belonging  to  our  future  Viceroy  of  India 
(Lord  Elgin),  good  sport  has  been  obtained,  salmon  of 
211b.  and  20Jlb.,  besides  several  grilse,  having  been 
grassed  ; while  from  the  Glengrant  water  at  Craigel- 
lachie  a salmon  of  141b.  and  a grilse  of  61b.  were 
obtained.  On  the  water  at  Rothes  a number  of  anglers 
were  out  on  the  closing  day,  but  little  was  done,  only  a 
fish  of  141b.  having  been  killed.  From  the  Aikenway 
water  sport  has  been  good,  several  very  fine  fish 
having  been  taken  weighing  from  181b.  to  151b.  On 
the  Gordon  Castle  water  fewer  large  fish  were  killed 
this  year  than  is  usual.  Two  fish  of  391b.  were  killed  , 
one  of  341b  , three  of  321b.,  two  31-pounders,  and  three 
of  301b.  The  Eai-1  of  March  was  again  the  most  success- 
ful angler.  With  the  rainfall  of  Sunday  week  good  sport 
was  enjoyed  last  week  on  the  hiddich.  A beautiful 
salmon  of  13!b  , being  the  heaviest  fish  taken  from  the 
Fiddich  for  a good  many  years,  was  landed  on  Friday 
last,  and  a good  number  of  sea-trout,  weighing  l^lb. 
each,  were  also  got  during  the  week. — J.  M. 

South,  of  Scotland. — There  has  been  no  decided 
improvement  in  the  sport  among  back-end  salmon  on  the 
South  of  Scotland  rivers.  On  many  of  the  private  and 
other  ticket  waters  only  a single  salmon  has  been  landed 
for  a week.  Heavy  rains  fell  in  the  higher  districts  of 
Dumfriesshire  on  Friday  night,  and  on  Saturday  morn- 
ing the  rivers  came  into  flo^d.  Additional  rain  fell,  and 
on  Sunday  and  Monday  the  floods  were  heavier  than 
ever.  On  Tuesday,  when  the  waters  came  into  fly  order, 
their  was  a fair  show  of  fish  in  all  the  lower  pools.  They 
remained  pretty  “ down  ” all  day,  refusing  to  look  at  the 
fly.  That  favourite  river,  the  Border  Esk,  closes  its 
season  at  the  end  of  the  month,  but  so  far  has  had  a 
sorry  time  of  it.  The  Annan  and  Nith  close  on  Nov.  15. 
The  outlook  so  far  is  not  at  all  promising. — 
The  Annan  was  in  good  on  Saturday  and  on  Monday. 
On  Tuesday  morning  the  river  was  running  in  a full 
black  water,  and  for  the  first  time  there  was  a much 
better  show  of  salmon  in  the  lower  pools.  For  the  best 
casts,  the  water  was  6in.  too  high  on  all  the  lower 
stretches.  In  the  water  belonging  to  Sir  Robert  Jar- 
dine,  Bart.,  one  was  taken  weighing  171b.,  and  another  of 
91b.  In  Hoddom  Castle  water,  one  of  Mr.  Brook’s 
guests  had  a fine  fish  of  181b.  iu  the  portion  above 
bridge.  In  Galabankpcol  of  the  tidal  waters  on  Thurs- 
day, a fish  of  181b.’  was  taken  with  Brown  Turkey  fly. 
On  Wednesday,  in  Mount  Annan  two  fish  were  landed  ; 
and  injHoddom  Castle  and  the  upper  waters  a few  salmon 
were  taken.  In  the  Four  Towns  water,  one  fish  of  231b. 
and  another  of  221b.  were  had. — The  Nith. — From  the 


various  waters  the  reports  are  “ No  sport  and  no  salmon 
to  be  seen  in  the  pools.”  One  was  killed  in  the  Duke’s 
portion,  and  one  on  the  Friars  Carse  water.  In  the 
Sanquhar  portion  every  day  has  been  a blank.  An 
Dumfries  Caul  the  pools  have  been  well  ‘‘  staked,”  and 
no  snatching  can  be  carried  on  there  this  year  by  pot- 
hunters.— Ayrshire. — There  has  been  no  change  since 
last  week.  Little  or  nothing  has  been  done.  There  is 
a better  show  of  salmon  in  the  pools  since  Monday, 
and  the  prospects  are  more  hopeful. — Heatherbell. 

Tay. — The  rod  fishing  on  the  River  Tay  and  its 
tributaries  (with  the  exception  of  the  Earn,  which  goes 
on  till  the  end  of  the  month)  closed  on  Saturday.  The 
season  opened  on  Jan.  15.  The  river,  being  in  good  ply, 
very  good  sport  was  got  before  the  nets  went  on  on 
Feb.  11.  After  the  middle  of  March  the  river  gradually 
got  less.  By  far  the  best  sport  has  been  got  on  the 
Stobhall,  Taymount,  Ballathie,  and  Mickleour  waters. 
Murthly  and  Delvine  water  has  also  fished  up  to,  if  not 
better,  than  the  last  few  seasons.  The  largest  fish  of 
the  season  was  taken  by  Dr.  Marshall,  of  Stanley,  on 
Friday  last  on  the  Scone  Palace  water  at  Horsey  Shot, 
and  weighed  50Jlb.  One  of  451b.  was  taken  by  Lord 
Rosslyn  ou  Oct.  2 on  the  Bnrnmouth  water.  Another 
the  same  weight  was  taken  by  Mr.  Geo.  Pitcaithly  Elcho 
on  the  free  water.  One  of  431b.  was  taken  on  Delvine 
water.  Amongst  the  most  successful  during  last  week 
are  the  following:  Mr.  J.  F.  Pullar,  Mr.  H.  Becknell,. 
Mr.  Laird,  Mr.  W.  L.  Watson,  Mr.  Wolfe  Barry,  Mr.  E. 
Foreman,  Sir  J.  E.  Millais,  Mr.  C.  A.  Murray,  Mr.^ 
M'Corquodale,  Mrs.  Brydges  Willyams,  P.  D.  Malloch, 
Col.  Wynne  Finch,  the  Hon.  Lewis  Greville,  Archibald 
Lord  Blytheswood,  J.  E.  Millais,  and  Mr.  Bidder,  Q.C. 

Tweed  and  Teviot.— A good  deal  of  rain  has  fallen 
since  my  last  notes,  but  still  the  large  raking  flood 
that  is  so  much  required  hangs  fire,  and  therefore  the 
prospects  of  a successful  back-end  salmon  angling 
season  still  looms  in  the  distance.  Captures  are  by  no 
means  heavy,  indeed  the  reverse  is  the  rule,  and  up  to 
the  present  time  are  far  short  of  those  got  during  the 
past  two  years.  The  weather  is  again  very  fine  for  the 
time  of  year,  and  with  a steady  glass,  fairly  high,  there 
seems  little  prospect  of  a right  good  flood,  which  is  the 
only  thing  that  will  improve  the  angling,  and  be  the 
means  of  savii  g the  back-etd  season  fiom  failure. — - 
Maxwheel. 

Upper  Shin  (Lairg’,  N.B.). — The  season  closed  on 
Saturday  last.  Sport  du'ing  the  closing  week  was  very 
good  indeed.  On  Lord  Fitzhardinge’s  rod,  Mr.  W. 
Scott-Brock,  of  Auohinduicb,  killed  one  fish  of  131b.,  on 
ihe  7th.  Ou  the  10th,  Earl  Stanhope,  James  Villa, 
Lairg,  on  Mr.  Watney's  rod,  landed  two  salmon,  weigh- 
ing 111b.  and  161b.,  and  on  the  13th,  Earl  Stanhope  and 
Lady  Emily  Stanhope  caught  three  fish,  weighing 
51b.,  151b.,  and  17ilb.  respectively. — J.  Y. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 


I 


1 


Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone). — For  the  past 
week  the  Ballinderry  has  been  in  flood,  and  has  not  yet 
got  into  order  for  fly  fishing.  Plenty  of  salmon  are  in 
the  pools,  and  numbers  of  lake  trout  have  crossed  the 
Coagh,  Ardara,  and  Cloghog  weirs.  One  2Glb.  salmon 
was  killed  at  the  Barmouth. 

Blackwater  (Benburb,  co.  Tyrone).— The  river  is 
not  yet  in  ply  at  time  of  writing  ( Wednesday  evening), 
after  the  heavy  rains.  The  pools  are  well  stocked  with 
salmon  and  trout.  To-morrow  (Thursday)  is  the  closing 
day.  Some  special  men  have  been  employed  to  watch 
the  river  during  the  close  season. 

Erriff. — The  best  fish  of  the  week  are  a 22-pounder 
and  one  20Jlb.,  while  several  from  101b.  to  121b.  have 
been  bagged.  The  bay  is  well  supplied  with  mackerel, 
whiting,  and  pollack. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— The  river 
is  now  iu  full  flood,  and  the  salmon  and  grilse  are  run- 
ning up  in  vast  quantities  ; they  are  not  taking  very 
well,  however,  nor  will  there  be  much  sport  until  the- 
w'ater  settles  down.  Oct.  11,  Dr.  E.  H.  Dickinson,  on 
Mr.  W.  Young’s  preserves,  one  salmon,  251b. ; Mr.  J. 
Stone,  on  same  water,  one  grilse,  41b. ; Mr.  W.  M. 
Gordon,  one  salmon,  111b.,  and  one  grilse,  81b.  12th, 
Dr.  Dickinson,  one  salmon,  91b.,  and  three  grilse,  7Jlb., 
61b.,  and  51b.  ; Mr.  J.  Stone,  one  grilse,  O^lb. 
14th,  Mr.  J.  Stone,  before  lunch,  two  grilse,  8lb. 
and  61b.  ; Mr.  Gordon,  two  gril-e,  71b.  and  61b. ;. 
Col.  'Willans  and  Mr.  Swanston,  two  grilse,  81b. 
and  71b.  15th,  same  rod-<,  one  salmon,  161b.,  and 
two  grilse,  7lb.  and  61b.  ; Mr.  M.  Moloaey,  at  the 
sluice  gates  above  the  bridge,  one  splendid  river 
trout,  8!b.  16th,  Col.  Willans,  one  grilse,  61b.  ; 
Mr.  Gordon,  one  salmon,  111b.  17th,  one  grilse, 

81o.  Dr.  Dickinson  and  Mr.  J.  Stone  have  re- 
turned to  Liverpool.  These  genRemen  killed  in  six 
clear  days  nineteen  salmon  and  grilse.  The  following 
have  arrived  during  the  week  : Col.  Willans  and  Mr. 
Swanston,  from  England;  and  Capt.  Willoughby  and 
Mr.  G.  F.  Henry,  9th  Lancers,  from  Newbridge.  Pike 
fishers  have  been  doing  great  execution  on  the  lake  this 
week.  Just  now,  thanks  to  the  flooded  state  of  the 
tributaries  falling  into  Lough  Derg,  the  brown  and 
Gillaroo  trout  are  running  up  the  various  streams  for  the 
purpose  of  spawning.— S.  J.  Hurley. 


Crick  ETisR  is  one  of  the  healthiest  exercises  amongst  our 
British  sports,  but  it  can  only  be  excelled  in  by  men  possessed  of 
a sound  constitution.  Even  then  care  must  be  taken  to  keep  up 
the  strength  and  elasticity  of  the  frame  by  a judicious  course  of 
training.  The  best  aids  in  this  direction  are  Holloway's  Pills  and 
Oinimeut.  The  former  invigorate  the  system  and  purify  the 
blood,  whilst  the  latter  strengtliens  the  muscles,  takes  the  stiffness 
from  the  joint.s.  and  is  a certain  cure  for  spiains.  bruises,  and 
contusions.  Thousands  of  testimonials  have  been  received  from 
all  parts  of  the  world,  giving  evidence  that  these  wonderful 
remeiiies  will  cure  almost  any  complaint  which  afflicts  humanity. 
Full  instructions  are  given  to  each  i>urchaser. 
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Reports  from  CIulis 

Anglers’  Association. — At  tlie  last  delofrato  meet- 
ing, held  on  Monday  last,  the  ICth  inat.,  the  vice-presi- 
dent, Mr.  W.  H.  Bechett  occupied  the  chair.  After  the 
preliminary  business  had  been  disposed  of,  including 
the  reports  of  the  meeting  of  the  General  Committee 
and  the  Renting  and  Preservation  Committee  had  been 
read,  a telegram  from  Mr.  P.  Geen,  President  of  the 
Association,  was  received,  announcing  his  intention  to 
attend  at  9 p.m.  The  visiting  officers’  reports  were 
now  taken.  Mr.  Manning  had  attended  the  Hearts  of 
Oak  on  Sept.  25,  when  sixteen  elubs  were  represented. 
'The  proceedings  were  of  a very  enthusiastic  nature, 
and  the  meeting  a great  success.  On  Wednesday,  the 
11th  inst.,  he  received  a visit  at  his  own  club,  the  Izaak 
Walton,  at  which  sixteen  clubs  were  again  represented, 
and  the  meeting  was  as  great  a success  as  the  previous 
one,  notwithstanding  that  the  evening  was  very  wet. 
Messrs.  Thorling,  Armstrong,  and  Harris  had  not  held 
any  meetings  during  the  present  month  It  was 
decided  to  reimburse  the  Eagle  Angling  Society  for 
its  expenses  incurred  in  netting  their  water,  when 
between  6cwt.  and  7c  wt.  of  fish  were  secured,  and 
put  in  the  public  waters  of  the  Lea.  The  president 
arrived,  and,  at  the  special  request  of  the  viee-president, 
took  the  chair  for  the  remainder  of  the  evening,  amidst 
the  acclamation  of  the  delegate.s.  Mr.  J Carter,  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Renting  and  Preservation  Com- 
mittee, was  duly  appointed  hon.  bailiff  to  the  association. 
Then  followed  the  election  of  Mr,  Ashmore,  of  the  Eagle 
Angling  Society,  to  a similar  post,  both  gentlemen 
having  already  rendered  good  service  to  the 
Association,  and  being  eminently  ijualified  to  fulfil  the 
required  duties  of  their  new  office.  Mr.  Abrahams,  of 
the  Albion  United  Angling  Society,  brought  a charge 
against  a member  of  the  Cobden  Angling  Society,  but 
on  inquiry  it  appeared  he  had  not  first  communicated  with 
the  secretary  of  the  latter  society,  it  was  there- 
fore decided  that  we  could  not  hear  the  charge 
until  this  had  been  done.  From  information  fur- 
nished the  association  as  to  the  taking  of  fish  from 
our  River  Wey  fishery,  when  the  water  was  recently 
drawn  down,  and  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
president  and  the  Renting  and  Preservation  Committee, 
it  was  decided,  after  our  hon.  solicitor,  Mr.  Kelly, 
had  conferred  with  the  president,  to  prosecute  three 
men  for  this  offence.  Messrs.  Manning  and  Murphey 
reported  that  they  had  attended  at  the  offices  of  the  Lea 
Conservancy,  and  as  a result  of  the  conference  there  is 
little  doubt  but  that  trailing  will  be  prohibited,  and 
netsmen  licensed  to  use  the  cast  net  at  a small  or 
nominal  charge  for  registration.  Also  that  they  will 
be  restricted  to  the  taking  of  certain  fish  only,  and  those 
of  a registered  size,  and  that  these  regulations  will  be 
incorporated  in  their  bye-laws.  The  secretary  reported 
that  4109  railway  privileges  bad  already  been  ta,ken 
this  season.  The  Lea  Conservancy  having  given 
notice  of  their  intention  to  run  oft'  the  water 
between  Carthagena  Lock  and  Fielders  'Weir  Lock 
from  the  9th  to  14th  instant,  Mr.  Ghurney  placed  two 
bailiffs  to  watch  these  waters  by  day  and  two  by 
night.  There  appeared  no  doubt  that  this  had  pre- 
vented certain  poachers  from  attempting  to  steal  our 
fish,  for  as  soon  as  they  observed  our  bailiffs  they  made 
off.  It  was  resolved  to  recommend  the  Lea  Conservancy 
to  prosecute  a man  for  setting  night  lines.  Mr.  Har- 
wood expressed  a hope  that  the  delegates  would  dine 
together  on  some  suitable  occasion  in  the  near  future. 
The  Vice-President  thought  that  as  the  delegates  gave 
up  a good  deal  of  their  time  for  the  benefit  of  their 
respective  clubs,  that  their  clubs  should  take  the 
matter  up  and  provide  their  delegates  with  the  neces- 
sary funds.  It  was  thought  desiral  le  that  delegates 
should  refer  the  matter  to  their  clubs,  and  come  pre- 
pared with  propositions  on  this  sub3ect.  The  roll  call, 
at  10.20  p.m.,  proved  that  sixty-three  clubs  were  repre- 
sented. Before  the  meeting  closed,  the  Secretary 
informed  the  members  that  the  fish  carrier  so  kindly 
given  by  Mr.  Fletcher  had  been  received,  and  that  no 
doubt  it  would  prove  a valuable  acquisition.  The  Vice- 
President  proposed  a hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  he  would  be  able 
to  come  amongst  us  rather  more  often  than  he  had  done 
of  late.  Mr.  Manning  seconded  the  proposition,  which 
was  carried  in  a very  enthusiastic  manner.  Mr.  Geen, 
in  returning  thanks,  stated  that  in  his  opinion  no  sport 
had  given  us  such  good  men  as  angling. — Hon. 
Repoetee. 

Anglers’  Association  'Visiting  List  (Easteen 
Disteict  No.  2). — The  return  visit  to  the  Amicable 
Waltonians  Angling  Society  on  Monday  last  was  a great 
success,  twenty-four  clubs  were  represented,  and  a 
pleasant  evening  spent.  The  next  visit  on  this  list  will 
take  place  at  the  City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun 
Angling  Society,  date  next  week. — F.  Thoeling. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.  — Since  my  last 
report,  I beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt 
of  ten  shillings  donation  from  A.  Hirsche,  the  Pitt’s 
Head,  Old-street,  St.  Luke’s.  At  the  committee  meeting 
on  Friday  last,  applications  were  made  for  grants  from 
the  funds  in  four  very  distressing  cases,  in  one  of  which 
the  member  had  a family  of  nine  children.  £h  was 
awarded  in  each  case.  The  next  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee wilt  take  place  on  Friday  eyening,  Oct.  27,  at 
8.30. — R.  Ghueney. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Cowley  Arms, 
Cowley-road,  Brixton,  S.W. — (President,  Albert  Cheva- 
lier).— Since  my  last  report  Mr.  C.  Davis  has  weighed-in 
bream  and  Mr.  F.  Barnes  roach  and  dace,  both  gentle- 
men taking  a prize.  We  made  two  new  members  on  the 


11th  inst.,  Mr.  C.  A.  Kidd  nnd  Mr.  F.  C.  U"vant.  Will 
members  please  attend  next  Wednesday  to  arrange 
some  more  prizes 'r' — W.  H.  Beyant. 

AHasoii  United  Brothers  Angling  Society. — 
Several  members  put  in  an  appearance  on  the  18th,  and 
the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  con- 
firmed. Messrs.  R.  Challon  weighed-in,  on  the  15th, 
31b.  13jOZ.  of  roacb,  one  specimen  roach  scaling 
lib.  13ioz.  Mr.  H.  Challon,  chub  from  West  Drayton, 
and  Mr.  Blades,  jack,  winning  10s.  Cd.  from  the  Langley 
competition.  ’There  was  21s.  offered  for  the  largest 
jack,  and  Mr.  Blades  tied  with  Mr.  Read.  Our  next 
match  takes  place  in  the  Thames  on  the  29th,  from 
Windsor  Bridge  to  Surley  Hall,  tow-path  only,  two  rods, 
all  fish  to  weigh-in  (bar  eels).  Members  to  leave  London 
on  the  morning  of  match  only.  Our  delegates  gave  in 
their  repoit  from  Anglers’  Association,  which  was 
received  with  satisfaction.  Members  in  arrears  please 
settle  up  by  Wednesday  next. — B.  Abeahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln’s-inn-tields. — On  Oct.  15  we  fished 
our  quarterly  match  at  Shepperton,  which  turned  out  a 
success,  all  the  prizes  being  taken.  The  following  are 
the  winners  in  the  order  named:  J.  Drew,  J.  Scott, 
G.  Marriott,  W.  Hall,  S.  Cutbush,H  Seymour,  J.  Fair- 
bairn.  Messrs.  Drew  and  Scott  also  won  the  two 
special  prizes  given  by  Messrs.  Utting  and  Thornett 
respective! V. — G.  Maeeiott. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square. — On  the  15th  inst.  our  match 
was  well  attended,  but  only  three  prizes  were  won,  the 
remainder  will  be  fished  for  on  the  22nd  inst.,  trom 
Railway  Bridge  above  St.  Margaret’s  to  gate  near  Black 
pool.  A handsome  prize  for  the  next  outing  was  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Snook,  of  the  Good  Intent,  who  has  lately 
become  proprietor  of  the  Ship,  Bacon-street,  Brick-lane. 
— F.  G.  Hutchins. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea. — On  the  15th  inst. 
only  three  of  our  members  weighed-in,  but  they  had 
some  nice  fish.  Mr.  G.  Rich  had  jack,  chub,  barbel, 
roach,  and  dace,  two  of  the  dace  going  lloz. ; Mr. 
Lovett  with  a fine  show  of  roach  and  dace,  and  Mr, 
Bailey  with  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon.  On  Oct.  22  we 
fish  a match  at  Egham,  from  the  Bell  Weir  to  the  Bells 
of  Ousley  tow-path,  all  to  start  on  the  morning  of  match. 

— J.  Rich.  ^ ^ mi 

Amicable  'Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 

Sun,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road.— On  the  15th 
inst.  we  bad  a nice  show  of  fish,  contributed  by  the 
following  : Mr.  Tomkins,  roach  and  perch  ; Mr.  J.  Nunn, 
Mr.  Lambarth,  jun.,  Mr.  W.  Hake,  Mr.  C.  Irvin,  roach, 
and  Mr.  Hill,  roach  and  jack.  The  return  visit  on  the 
No.  2 Eastern  District  was  a great  success,  twenty-five 
clubs  answering  to  the  roll  call,  and,  on  behalf  of  the 
Amicable  Waltonians,  thank  them  most  heartily  for 
their  response. — E.  R.  Emblkton. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society. — The  usual 
meeting  was  held  on  Wednesday  last,  Mr.  A.  Smith 
presiding.  Routine  business  being  disposed  of,  a discus- 
sion took  place  in  reference  to  the  Preservation  Fund, 
and,  although  the  society  contributes  annually  to 
several  of  the  Preservation  Societies,  the  question  of 
restocking  was  considered  so  important  that  a further 
grant  of  half  a guinea  was  voted  ; every  society  worthy 
of  a name  ought  to  send  a donation,  however  small. 
On  the  15th,  Mr.  Hickson  weighed  in  a 7|lb.  jack  from 
Pulborough,  and  Messrs.  Elston  and  AVade  roach  and 
dace  from  the  Cam,  the  former  taking  the  lapsed  prize 
from  last  outing.  Members  are  particularly  asked  to 
attend  a special  meeting  on  Wednesday  next  for  urgent 
and  important  business. — D.  Davis. 

Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society,  Princess  of 
Wales,  South-street.  Walworth,— Several  of  our  mem- 
bers were  out  on  the  15th,  but  met  with  poor  success. 
We  fish  our  next  series  of  prizes  at  St.  Margaret’s  on 
the  22nd,  when  I hope  to  see  a good  muster.  Mr.  J. 
Savage,  an  old  member  of  the  above  society,  having 
been  unfortunate  of  late  in  losing  one  of  his  children, 
&c.,  takes  a complimentary  benefit  at  the  above  house 
on  Monday,  Oct.  30.  Any  brother  angler  who  would 
like  to  support  a very  deserving  case  will  receive  a 
hearty  welcome  — F.  Haeman. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen^s 
Hotel,  Queen’s-road,  Battersea. — The  members  of  this 
club  fished  a match  at  Pulborough  on  the  15th.  Result : 
Mr.  Wesbroom,  first;  Mr.  Degonge, second.  'The following 
also  weighed  : Mr.  J.  Antlift',  bream  ; W.  Hines,  bream  ; 
Mr.  G.  Davis,  bream.  On  Tuesday,  12s.  fid.  was  voted 
to  the  T.  A.P.  fund.  Members  are  requested  to  attend 
on  Tuesday  next  for  date  and  place  of  next  match. 
Geo.  Mumfoed. 

Battersea  United  Piscatorials,  Lord  Ranelagh, 
Verona-street,  S.W. — Our  competition,  which  took  place 
in  punts  at  Staines  on  11th  inst.,  was  a success.  Every- 
one had  fish,  the  following  being  the  result : First,  Mr. 
S.  Aplin,  bream,  81b.  14ioz.,  two  fish  weighing  71b.  4ioz.  ; 
second,  Mr.  E.  Wilson,  roach,  71b.  2oz. ; third,  Mr. 
Mackrell,  roach,  3.b.  8jOZ. ; fourth,  Mr.  H.  Smith, 
chub,  &c.,  31b.  5ioz.,  he  also  had  a jack,  but  could  not 
weigh  it  in  for  the  competition.  Messrs.  Steele  and 
Ellis  also  had  fish.  On  15th  inst.,  Mr.  A.  Trowbridge 
weighed-in  bream,  21b.  2oz. ; and  Mr.  Baddeley,  barbel, 
&c.,  81b.  6|oz. ; Messrs.  Aplin  and  G.  'Trowbridge  also 
had  fish,  but  did  not  weigh-in.  As  our  club  house  is 
rapidly  nearing  completion,  I should  like  (o  see  all 
members  attend  on  meeting  nights  in  order  that  a 
suitable  programme  may  be  considered  for  the  winter 
months.  On  23rd  inst.,  another  match  will  be  con- 
sidered, and  our  preservation  list  closed,  we  hope,  with  a 
satisfactory  result. — A.  Teowbeidgb. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street.— We  had  a fair  show  of  fish  on 


the  15th  and  Ifith  inst.,  contributed  by  the  following 
members  : H.  Patman,  J.  Smith,  W.  Streeton,  and  our 
worthy  host,  G.  H.  Shepherd,  who,  fishing  with  Nicholls, 
of  Stalham,  on  Hickling  Broad,  weighed-in  331b.  of  jack, 
roach,  and  porch,  largest  jack  81b.  lloz.  'The  next  visit 
on  the  South  London  United  Visiting  List  will  be  to  this 
society.  Notice  of  date  next  week.  -.A.  Conn. 

Blaokfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street.— Several  of  our  members  were  out  on 
the  15th  inst.,  but  only  Mr.  Foster  had  fish— roach  and 
bream.  I hope  members  will  not  forget  our  outing, 
which  takes  place  on  Oct.  29,  for  four  prizes,  at 
Windsor  ; roving  ; towpath  only  ; all  to  leave  by  8.20 
train  Waterloo,  and  catch  the  five  o’ clock  ^from  Windsor 
at  night;  referee  and  starter,  Mr.  Stillman.  J. 
Foster 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  W.C. — On  the  15th  inst.  Mr. 
J.  Windsor  and  Mr.  T.  Brown  weighed-in  perch.  On  the 
18th  we  had  a gooa  muster,  and  Mr.  A.  W.  Paine  and  T. 
Davis  will  be  auditors  for  the  quarter.  Mr.  Harbud 
will  be  the  chairman  for  the  ensuing  quarter.— D. 
M^aeeen.  . 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.— It  is  not  otten 
that  we  get  such  a treat  as  we  had  on  Wednesday,  the 
11th,  when  Messrs.  Ward  and  Taylor  (two  of  our 
members)  gave  an  entertainment  entitled  “ A Study  of 
Fish  Scales  and  Fishing  Subjects,”  which  was  splendidly 
illustrated  by  lantern  slides,  the  operator  being  Mr.  J. 
’Taylor.  The  lecturer,  Mr.  C.  Ward,  had  no  difficulty 
in  thoroughly  interesting  those  present.  All  kinds 
of  fresh- water  fish  scales  were  separately  shown,  and 
were  in  themselves  a marvel,  not  only  for  variation  in 
form,  but  in  beauty  and  splendour  of  markings,  the 
lecturer  giving  quite  a detailed  account  of  each  with 
the  order  and  class  they  belonged  to,  showing  the  deep 
study  and  care  he  had  taken  to  make  the  whole  affair 
instructive  throughout.  The  humorous  side  was  not 
forgotten,  and  the  audience  fairly  screamed  at  some  of 
the  scenes  depicting  the  members  in  some  of  their 
various  peculiarities.  Those  most  particularly  so  were 
“ The  Essex  Onion,”  which  was  much  admired  by  “ The 
Farmer’s  Boy,”  “Father’s  got  ’em  again,”  “On  the 
Thames,”  “Focussing”  (very  touching),  “ Deer  Stalk- 
ing,” quite  sportsmanlike  to  “ The  Boss,”  “ A Cheap 
Ride  ” (very  fishy),  “ A Bostonian  Nuisance  ” (life-like), 
“ On  the  Thames”  (which  was  a splendid  view  of  Pang- 
bourne,  showing  some  of  the  members  fishing  a noted 
swim  under  the  oak  tree),  “ The  Bostonian  Baby  ” (with 
its  careful  ward,  not  forgetting  the  suction),  “ The 
Chairman  ” (crowned  and  in  regal  state,  kingly  Jce),  and 
“ The  Rivals  ” (waiting  for  the  copper  kettle  to  boil), 
which  finished  the  scenic  treat.  The  proceedings  were 
further  enlivened  by  some  excellent  singing  and  intru- 
mental  music.  A very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed 
to  Messrs.  Ward  and  'Taylor  for  their  entertainment. 
On  the  21st  inst.  a competition  will  be  held  for  several 
prizes  ; members  to  go  where  they  like,  but  only  the 
day’s  take  to  weigh  for  same.  During  the  past  week 
some  fair  takes  of  roach  have  been  had  by  Messrs.  C. 
Burningbam  and  J.  Hoare. — J.  H. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling'  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley. — Several  of  onr  members  were  out  on 
the  15th  inst.,  but  met  with  very  pior  spo  :t,  th  i M owing 
weighing  in;  Watkins,  roach;  J.  Mearing,  roach  ; 0. 
Parmenter,  roach.  We  spent  a very  pleasant  evening 


— J.  Watkins. 

Burton  Piscatorials,  Globe,  Derby-street,  King’s 
Cross. — In  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  members  fish- 
ing, my  report  accordingly  is  very  meagre.  Since  my 
last  the  following  have  weighed-in  roach  and  dace  : A. 
Richards,  61b.  lOjoz.  ; C.  Roberta,  51b.  l^oz. ; W.  Symes, 
11b.  14ioz.  We  have  forwarded  12s.  6d.  towards  the 
Preservation  Fund. — C.  Robeets. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society.— On  account 
of  our  prizes  not  being  taken  on  the  15th,  we  fish  for 
the  same  on  Oct.  22  at  Waltham.  Same  conditions.— O. 
Jones.  „ . 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling 
Society. — Tne  successful  members  on  the  15th  were — 
Mr.  Maedonnell,  roach  from  the  Thames,  and  Mr. 
Comley,  jun.,  roach.  'The  next  visit  on  the  Association 
list  will  be  to  this  society  ; date  later  on. — Cas. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstauley-road,  ClapHam  Junction,  S.W. — 
Since  my  last  report  the  following  members  have 
weighed-int  Mr.  J.  Willgoss,  51b.,  bream  and  roich; 
R.  Chapman,  31b.  13^oz.,  roach  ; A.  'Turner,  31b.  Oioz  , 
bream;  J.  W.  Jameson,  21b.  4|oz.,  roach;  A.  Bo  vater 
also  bad  fish.  Members  please  note  that  the  29th  inst. 
will  be  the  last  day  for  weighing-in  for  our  half-yearly 
prizes.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  making  two  new 
members  on  Thursday  evening  last,  and  are  still  open  to 
receive  a few  more  gentlemen. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clifconville  Angling  Society,  Cliftonville  Hotel, 
Ilderton-road,  South  Bermondsey.  'The  next  visit  on 
the  Central  Association  List  will  take  place  at  the  above 
on  Monday,  Nov.  6.  It  is  hoped  a good  muster  of 
anglers  will  attend,  as  the  club-house  is  easily  ap- 
proached.— P.  Gaednee. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  Cricketers,  Northwold- 
road.  Stoke  Newington.— Several  members  of  above 
were  out  on  the  15th  inst.,  but  only  seven  were  success- 
ful, namely,  Howell,  Slade,  Gudgeon,  Pound,  Whit^, 
Anthony,  and  Key  worth— Pound  being  the  winner  of 
the  first  prize  in  the  Waltham  competition.— E.  J.  M. 

Copenhagen  Angling  Society.  — Our  members 
were  out  on  the  15th  inst.,  but  had  poor  sport.  On  Thurs- 
day Mr.  Talbot  had  a nice  show  of  dace  and  perch.  We 
have  an  outing  on  Nov.  5 to  fish  for  some  good  prizes 
(roving)  at  Ware  ; from  the  Boom  to  the  Engine-house. 
— B.  Pitt. 
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Dalston  Ang’liug'  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  the  15th  inst.  Messrs. 
Midson,  Cogswell,  Wythe,  Webber,  Poore,  and  Pocock 
had  a very  handsome  show  of  roach,  perch,  dace,  and 
bream.  In  my  last  report  Nicolson  should  have  read 
Midson.  I should  like  to  .see  some  of  the  old  faces,  as 
1 have  some  prizes  in  hand  to  be  competed  for. — S. 
Malbt. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Tottenham. — During  the 
past  fortnight  onr  members  have  been  fairly  busy,  a 
blank  night  scarcely  occurring.  On  the  8th  inst.,  Mr.  C. 
Ashmore  weighed-in  a nice  tra.y  of  roach,  and  Mr.  C. 
Burnett  brought  home  31b.  tloz.  of  bream,  from  Amberley, 
which  had  taken  a prize  in  the  competition.  Mr.  Griffin, 
whilst  fishing  at  St.  Margaret's,  landed  a 41b.  trout, 
which  was  at  once  returned  to  the  water.  On  the  15th 
several  of  our  members  journeyed  Cambridge  way,  when 
Messrs.  Ashmore,  Burnett,  Day,  Dwyer,  and  Griffin  all 
had  nicetrajs  of  fish.  Our  society  has  been  honoured 
by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  C.  Ashmore  as  hon.  bailiff  of 
the  Lea.  who,  as  a delegate  from  this  society,  was  highly 
complimented  on  onr  successful  transfer  of  fish  from 
our  private  water  at  Tottenham  into  the  Kiver  Lea. — 
Duncan  Sharland. 

Epsom  Angling  Society. — At  our  annual  meeting, 
held  on  the  12th  inst.,  F.  W.  Coles,  Erq.,  was  elected 
pre.sident  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  Dr.  Daniel,  Messrs. 
F.  Ealh.  E.  B.  Jay.  C.  M.  Woodford,  and  Geo.  White 
^ce  presidents,  with  the  usual  committee  and  officers. 
The  treasurer  produced  the  balance-sheet,  showing  a 
balance  in  favour  of  the  society.  Since  last  report 
Messrs.  Dix  and  Wagstaffe  have  weighed-in  roach  and 
dace,  9'lb.— Edw.  Wm.  Hailes. 

Gate  Piscatorials.  — On  Saturday  last 
Mensham  weighed-in  roach  and  bream  ; Jones,  perch. 

of  our  members  were  at  Maldon  on  the  14th  and 
15th  insts.,  but  sport  was  very  bad.  A pleasant  evening 
was  spent  with  the  Maldon  and  Heybridge  Club.  At  our 
meeting  on  l\ednesday  it  was  decided  to  have  a sea- 
fishing outing  at  Maldon  on  the  29th  inst.  Members 
are  particularly  requested  to  turn  up  at  our  next 
meeting,  and  all  gentlemen  intending  to  go  will  please 
inform  the  secretary  by  Wednesday  next.  Honorary 
and  working  members  are  invited  — 'VV.  J.  Talbot. 

General  Post  Office  Angling  Society. — Several 
members  have  been  out,  but  the  catches  have  been  small. 
Our  members  give  a smoking  concert  on  Saturday, 
Hov  4,  in  aid  of  the  Preservation  Fund.  Although  late 
in  taking  this  worthy  cause  in  hand — the  delay  has  been 
caused  through  more  important  matters  to  the  members 
(the  noble  cause  of  duty) — we  hope  the  amount  we  may 
late  to  help  swell  the  funds 
ot  this  worthy  and  deserving  cause.  Further  particu- 
lars of  this  concert  will  be  given,  and  I hope  all  anglers 
who  can  spare  the  time  will  pay  us  a visit  upon  that 
night.— L.  W.  Donne. 

Angling  Society,  Earl  Eussell,  Isledon- 
road,  N. — We  had  a rather  better  show  of  fish  on  the 
15th  inst.,  141b.  5oz.  of  roach  and  dace,  taken  by  Messrs. 
Stebbings,  Hall,  Caborn,  Sharplesa,  Thomas,  and  Eiggs. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  the  club  a little  better 
than  of  late. — A.  Payne. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Foley-street. — A few  of  our  members  weighed-in  on  the 
l-5th  inst.  Some  fair  shows  by  Messrs.  Green  and  Trow- 
bridge, roach  ; Mr.  Ellins,  perch  and  roach,  one  perch 
Hb.  7^oz.  and  one  roach  lib.  loz.  ; Mr.  James,  roach  and 
jack  :^Mr.  J.  Portfr,  a nice  lot  of  roach  and  dace.  On 
the  1 itb  our  Pask  had  a fine  show  of  roach  from  the  Lea, 
nine  fish  averaging  12oz.  each,  the  largest  lljoz.  I 
would  ask  all  our  members  to  bear  in  mind  Tuesday,  the 
31st  inst.  All  information  can  be  had  from  our  Messrs. 
Cremmin  and  Ellens, [chairman  and  vice-chairman. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society. — The  members 
fished  at  Ware  for  ten  prizes  on  the  1.5th  inst.,  but  were 
not  successful  in  getting  them  all  off — the  first  three 
winners  being  J.  .Smith,  C.  .James,  and  H.  Haines. 
The  prizes  not  taken  will  be  fished  for  on  the  22nd 
inst.,  at  Ware;  all  to  go  by  first  train.  Eoam  of 
water  from  Ware  Bridge  to  the  lock  at  Hertford. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— Last  Tuesday  was 
fixed  for  a sea-fisLing,  or,  rather,  river-fishicg,  competi- 
tion,  for  it  took  place  inside  the  mouth  of  the  Thames, 
and,  although  it  rained  nearly  the  whole  of  the  time, 
yet  a very  enjoyable  day  was  spent,  the  water  being 
smooth,  and  the  fish  tolerably  well  on  the  feed.  Twenty- 
five  competed,  and  all  of  them  caught  fish,  lu-incipaliy 
flounders  and  dabs.  On  returning  to  the  club 

room  in  the  evening,  ten  members  only  weighed 
in,  having  an  aggregate  of  811b.  12oz.  The  first  prize, 
a sea-fishing  rod,  given  by  Mr.  G.  Allen,  was  won  by 
Mr.  W.  E.  Dippie,  with  three  flounders  weighing 
51b.  fijlb. : the  second,  a pair  of  piscatorial  pictures, 
given  by  Mr.  T.  E.  Sachs,  was  taken  by  Mr.E.  C.  Clement 
with  the  next  best  three,  weighing  51b.  4oz. ; and  the  third 
prize,  a cast  of  a bulldog’s  bead,  given  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Ellis, 
was  won  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Bai-tlett  with  three,  weighing 
31b.  8oz.  A vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  Mr.  0.  E. 
Posbrooke  lor  the  excellent  arrangements  made  by  him 
for  the  competitors.  Mr.  Prank  Fletcher,  who  had  been 
absent  Irom  the  society  for  some  time,  chiefly  from  ill- 
health,  was  congratulated  on  his  reappearance,  and 
elected  to  the  chair.  The  secretary  produced  an  agree- 
ment which  bad  been  concluded  for  taking  an  additional 
stretch  of  water  at  Kelvedon,  and  it  was  considered  by 
the  meeting  to  be  a desirable  acquisition  to  the  society’s 
waters.  Mr.  Hayward  reported  having  taken  some  good 
roach  from  Kingston  - on  - Thames  ; Mr.  H.  Canton 
brought  up  seven  handsome  roach  from  Kelvedon  ; and 
Mr.  J.  Bowles  'West  also  reported  having  taken  twelve 
roach,  one  dace,  and  one  perch  from  Kelvedon.  Mr. 
Bentley  presented  a copy  of  the  “ Eeport  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  Sea  Fishing”  for  the  library.  Another 


new  member  was  proposed.  Some  other  important  busi- 
ness  was  transacted.— James  Tatler 
I Hertford  Angling  Preservation  Society.— The 
sixth  annual  dinner  of  the  above  society  was  held  at  the 
headquarters,  the  Station  Hotel,  Hertford,  on  the  11th 
inst.,  and  was  a decided  success.  About  sixty  members 
i^nd  friends  sat  down  to  a substantial  dinner  provided 
by  Mr.  Fairall  in  excellent  style.  The  clnbroom  was 
most  tastefully  decorated,  and  presented  a very  pretty 
appearance.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  the  president 
of  the  society,  Mr.  E.  W.  Brett;  the  vice-president  Mr 
Waller,  occupying  the  vice  chair.  Amongst  those  present 
were  the  Mayor  (Mr.  J.  E.  Cocks),  Councillors  E J 
Wickham  and  A.  Baker,  Mr.  W.  Claydon  (hon.  secretary) 
Colour-Sergeant  Higdon,  Colour-Sergeant  Merritt’ 
Messrs.  J.  Forshew,  O.  E.  Eose.  G.  Crouch,  H Webb’ 
H.  Newton,  J.  T.  Stallabrass,  E.  Fryer,  H .lohnson 
W.  T.  Burton,  N.  Baker,  G.  Thurgood,  C.  p!  Claydon, 
D.  Howe,  and  others. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  Isledon-road,  Holloway,  N — On 
Monday,  Oct.  9,  Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw  treated  us  to  a 
splendid  show  of  about  301b.  of  roach  from  the  Avon. 
Since  that  date  Mr.  Burton  has  weighed-in  41b.  of  good 
dace  from  the  Colne,  and  Mr.  Cornish  71b.  of  barbel 
chub,  and  dace  from  the  Thames;  Messrs.  Westrup’ 
Hudd,  Scholefield,  and  others  have  also  had  takes  of 
roach,  perch,  and  dace.  The  annual  club  supper  takes 
place  at  8 p.m.  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  1,  and  will  be  fol- 
lowed by  a concert.  All  members  are  requested  to  be 
present. — G.  H.  Eutherford. 

Horseferry  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Clarence, 
Horseferry-road,  Westminster.— On  Sunday,  the  15th 
inst.,  our  members  competed  for  six  prizes  at  Kingston, 
Only  one  prize  was  taken,  Mr,  Jones  winning  with  a fine 
show  of  roach.  Mr.  S.  Garland  weighed-in,  but  did  not 
have  enough  to  take  a prize.  The  remaining  prizes  will 
be  competed  for  at  Wey bridge  on  Oct.  22.— E.  Taylor 
Hounsfield  Otters,  Lower  Edmonton.— The  takes 
for  the  last  fortnight  or  so  have  not  been  sufficiently 
heavy  to  call  for  special  notice,  but  as  the  state  of  the 
water  should  now  improve,  I hope  soon  to  report  more 
satisfactorily.  On  the  22nd  we  fish  for  six  prizes 
between  Ponder’s  End  Lock  and  Waltham  Lock.  Meet 
at  the  Greyhound,  Enfield  Lock,  at  8.30,  at  which  house 
also  a dinner  will  be  provided  for  members  and  friends 
Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— A fair  show 
of  fish  on  the  15th  inst.  P.  Schulze  weighed-in  a fine 
show  of  perch,  seventeen  fish,  weighing  lOIb.  Joz., 
heaviest  11b.  3oz.  ; S.  Orrow,  61b.  4joz.  roach  ; w’. 
Midson,  31b.  14oz.  roach  and  one  dace  ; E.  Newton" 
31b.  9oz.  roach  ; and  J.  Huntley,  41b.  6ioz.  roach 
from  the  Lea  at  Clapton.  Tlie  members  will  fish  for 
special  prizes  on  Oct.  22  in  the  association  waters  at 
Langford. — E.  Ghurney. 

Ironbridge  Angling  and  Protection  Associa- 
tion.—The  members  of  this  institution  held  their  last 
tournament  of  the  season  on  Saturday.  The  captures 
were  far  moie  satisfactory  than  on  one  or  two  previous 
occasions,  the  river  being  in  capital  order  for  bottom 
fishing.  The  following  were  the  prize  winners:  1st 
B. Hughes,  71b.  3oz.  ; 2nd,  F.  G.  Beddowes,  6Ib.  ; 3rd’ 

E.  Jones,  31b.  loz. ; 4th,  J.  Norry,  31b.  ; 5th,  A.  Nicholls’ 

21b.  4oz.;  6th,  T.  Cnllis,  Hb.  14oz, ; 7th,  E.  Jarratt’ 

11b.  lOoz.  ; 8th,  W.  Wilson,  11b.  6oz.  ; 9th,  J.  Todding- 

ton,  Hb.  3oz.  ; 10th,  A.  Aldred,  lib.  loz.  ; 11th 

W.  Waghorn,  11b.  ; 12th,  W.  Nicholas,  8oz.  ; 13th’ 

F.  Aldred,  4oz.  The  winners  of  the  private  members’ 
prizes  were  Messrs.  Hughes,  Beddowes,  Norry,  A. 
Nicholls,  and  E.  Jarrat.  Mr.  Waghorn  took  the  special 
prize  for  gudgeons,  and  Mr.  B.  Hughes  for  the  largest 
catch.  Mr.  Beddoes  won  the  special  prize  for  largest  fish 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The 
Eed  Lion,  Portland-street,  VV.— Un  the  15th  inst.  Mr. 
Pope  weighed-in  bream  and  roach ; Mr.  Fitzgerald, 
roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon.  We  had  a good  muster  on 
Wednesday,  wheu  some  important  business  was  got 
through.  It  was  decided  that  Mr.  G.  Bigsby,  late 
secretary  of  this  club,  be  expelled.  I trust  members  of 
other  clubs  will  keep  this  in  mind.— A.  A.  Liversage. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddelton 
Arms,  Ganonbury-road.— On  the  14tb  inst.  the  follow- 
ing weighed-in  : Mr.  Baker,  jack,  .31b.  ; Mr.  Croker, 
roach,  21b.  7oz.  ; Mr.  Key,  roach  and  dace ; Mr.  j! 
Burwash,  roach  ; others  \vere  out,  but  too  late  to  weigh. 
On  Tuesday  last  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting 
were  read  and  confirmed  (Mr.  Holder  in  the  chair),  but 
very  little  business  was  done  as  there  were  so  few 
members  present.  I hope  they  will  show  up  in  full  force 
on  Tuesday  next,  as  there  is  some  urgent  business  to 
bring  forward. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society. — The  members 
competed  for  three  special  prizes  on  the  15th  inst.  ; 
only  one  taken.  Mr.  J.  Poole  was  the  winner.  The 
remaining  two  (with  one  added  prize)  will  be  fisbed  for 
again  on  the  29th  inst.,  at  Shiplake.  The  four  special 
p izes  were  fisbed  for  at  Shiplake  on  Wednesday,  the  18th 
mst.  Mr.  W.  H.  Mecham  secured  first  honours;  Mr. T. 
Goodwins,  second  ; Mr.  H.  Butt,  third  ; Mr.  E.  Perrin, 
fourth. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Portobello  Arms, 
Keiisal-road.— On  Oct.  15,  Messrs.  Bents,  G.  Scott, 
Maddox,  and  Dunham  weighed-in  a fair  show  ot  fish, 
consisting  of  jack,  perch,  roach,  and  gudgeon,  the  three 
first-named  gentlemen  winning  prizes  in  the  open  com- 
petition at  Langley.  On  the  17th  inst.  Mrs.  E.  Challen 
had  a fine  show  of  roach  and  dace,  best  roach  lib.  7oz. 
On  the  22nd  Nov.  we  fish  a match  between  the  Shovel 
Lock  and  Swan  Bridge,  Drayton ; 1st  train.  West- 
bourne  Park  or  any  subsequent  train  ; one  rod  only  ; 
jack  barred  ; cease  fishing  5 p.m. — A.  Iue. 

Iiincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville.— On  the  15th  inst.  the 


following  had  fish  : Mr.  Eicbardson,  roach  and  bream  ; ; 

Mr.  Walliss,  jack ; Mr.  Griffiths,  roach.  On  the  j 

22nd  we  fish  at  Bourne  End  for  five  prizes  ; all  to  start  j 

by  first  train  and  return  by  the  7.35.  On  Monday  next  a I 
smoking  concert  will  take  place  in  aid  of  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society.  We  shall  be  pleased  to  see  any 
anglers  or  friends  who  can  make  it  convenient  to  attend. 

— W.  Watling.  i 

Liverpool  Angling  Association. — Another  new  j 
member  was  elected  at  last  week’s  meeting.  The  heavy 
rains  and  unfavourable  weather  generally  kept  members  i' 
away  from  the  outing  to  the  Vyrnwy  on  the  12tb,  and  I 

those  that  did  go  might  just  as  well  have  stayed  at  * 

home,  for  the  river  was  bank-full  and  very  dirty,  and  I 
the  autumn  leaves  were  a great  nuisance,  and  interfered 
greatly  with  fly-fishing.  I regret  to  announce  the  death 
of  Mr.  James  Gawith,  one  of  our  oldest  and  very  best 
members.  It  seems  almost  impossible  that  we  shall 
never  again  see  in  this  life  that  manly,  handsome, 
smiling  face,  but  God  has  willed  it  so,  and  His  will  be 
done. — E.  Woolpall. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Eailway  Tavern, 
King  Henry’s  Walk. — Our  members  were  out  on  the 
14th  inst.  for  prizes.  All  returned  with  fish,  and  three 
prizes  were  taken.  I hope  the  members  will  show  np  on 
Tuesday  next  to  arrange  another  outing  for  the  remain- 
ing prizes.  During  the  evening  another  new  member 
was  made. — Jno.  Comber. 

klitre  Brothers,  Kingsgate-street,  Holborn. — I beg 
to  acknowledge  subscriptions  received  re  Talbot  fund, 
with  thanks  : Brothers  Well  Met,  10a.  ; Gt.  Northern, 

10s. ; Lincoln,  6s.  6d. ; Battersea  Friendly,  7a.  ; Pixie, 

10s.  ; Golden  Barbel,  18s.  ; Eoyal  George,  5s.  On  the 
15th,  Messrs.  Timmins  and  Toplis  weighed-in  several 
jack  from  the  Ouse.  On  the  16th,  twenty  members  and 
friends  sat  down  to  an  excellent  supper  of  jack.  Many 
thanks  were  given  to  our  host  and  hostess,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fi-ank  Ayling,  who  catered  for  us  in  excellent  style. 
After  a vote  of  thanks,  the  remainder  of  the  evening 
was  spent  in  harmony — chairman,  Mr.  G.  (Loodings ; 
vice,  Mr.  Eoper. — A.  Toplis. 

^ North-Bast  Brothers  Angling  Society,  143, 
Green-street. — Our  members  were  out  on  Sunday,  the 
15th  inst.,  and  at  weighing  time  the  following  were 
weighers-in:  W.  Moye,  G.  Smith,  C.  Lamb,  sen.,  C. 
Lamb,  jun.,  G.  Daycock,  J.  Eaton,  W.  Moore,  Millwood 
Drawbridge.  We  have  our  next  meeting  Wednesday, 

Nov.  1.  A peg-down  at  Hertford,  Nov.  5. — A.  Lewis. 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Association,  King 
of  Prussia,  Bevenden-street,  East-road,  Hoxton,  N. — 

The  next  return  visit  on  the  No.  1 Eastern  District 
Anglers’  Association  takes  place  on  Tuesday  next,  the 
24tb  inst.,  at  the  above  house,  when  we  shall  be  pleased 
to  see  as  many  members  and  friends  of  the  Association 
as  can  make  it  convenient  to  attend.  Any  club  not 
having  received  the  usual  notice  will  kindly  accept  this 
as  such. — J.  CuTHBERT. 

Original  North  Lambeth  Angling  Society, 

Walnut  Tree,  St.  Albans-street,  Kennington-road,  S.E. 

— On  the  15th  inst.  the  members  of  this  club  fished  a 
match  at  Twickenham,  the  result  being,  Mr.  W. 
Cheese  took  first  prize,  E.  Cheese  second,  and  J.  Mann 
third.  I wish  to  call  the  attention  of  club  secretaries  to 
the  change  in  the  club  address. — J.  Mann. 

Park  Angling  Society.— On  the  8th  inst.  Mr. 

Gates  bad  a nice  show  of  bream  and  dace ; Mr.  Vyll, 
roach  ; Mr.  Eickers,  jack;  and,  on  the  12th  inst.,  Mr. 
Clarke,  101b.  13oz.  roach  and  barbel. — W.  Skeggs. 

Peckham  Brothers.  — The  prizes  fished  for  on 
Oct.  15  not  having  been  won,  members  can  fish  for  them 
(open)  ; members  can  leave  town  on  Saturday.— G. 
Ethebington.  ■ 

Penge  Angling  Society,  The  Lord  Palmerston, 
Maple-road,  Benge,  S.E. —On  the  15th  four  of  our 
members  were  out,  but  only  two  weighed-in  fish : Mr. 
Menier,  roach  and  bream  from  Amberley,  the  two 
largest  roach  11b.  and  11b.  12joz. ; Mr.  W.  P.  Field, 
roach  and  bream  from  the  Mole.  On  Wednesday,  18th, 

Mr.  Godsmark,  jack,  largest  fish,  71b.  ioz.  I am  pleased 
to  say  that  Mr.  L.  C.  Wells  was  elected  a member. — 

W.  F.  Field. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  the  Crown,  Pancras-road, 
N.W.— On  the  15th  inst.  Mr.  Boxall  had  101b.  bream 
and  tench  ; Mr.  Drinkwater  had  some  good  tench  also. 
Messrs.  Little,  Chapman,  J.  Carr,  E.  Carr,  and  Mores, 
all  had  a few  mixed  fish.  On  the  22nd  three  prizes  will 
be  angled  for  at  Shiplake,  roving  match,  one  rod.  Mr. 

E.  Carr  gave  a good  report  of  the  delegate  meeting  at 
Foresters’  Hall.  Messrs.  Heelas  and  Bonffler  (auditors) 
gave  a satisfactory  account  of  the  club  finances.  The 
balance  sheet  was  passed  and  signed.  Three  cases  of 
specimen  fish  have  arrived  at  the  club-house,  taken  this 
season:  two  roach,  by  Mr.  E.  Carr;  one  tench,  by 
Mv.  Beyer,  jun.  ; and  one  chub,  by  Mr.  Elbourn.  Five 
other  cases  still  in  hands  of  taxidermist. — H.  W. 
Morgan. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Eising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-roacl. — Our  return  visit  was  a 
great  success,  eighteen  clubs  answering  the  roll.  Mr. 

H.  Mitchell  occupied  the  chair,  Mr.  W.  Tidmarsh  the 
vice.  Harmony  was  sustained  till  12.30.  Among.st  the 
artists  were— Messrs.  Haines,  F.  Eowe,  Enever,  Pain, 
jun.,  Horton,  Hopping,  Davison,  Dowares,  Eawlins, 
Newton,  Marriott,  Greenslade,  Warman,  &c.  Mr.  J. 

Utting  had  nearly  201b.  of  bream  and  roach  from  the 
Medway  ; Messrs.  Line  and  Mitchell,  chub  and  roach 
from  the  Thames  ; Mr.  E.  Pyne  and  Mr.  Naylor,  roach 
from  the  Colne.  Our  October  competition  will  take 
place  at  Witham  on  the  29th  inst.  All  members  to  start 
first  train  from  Liverpool-street. — E.  Pyne. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road.  — The  following 
weighed-in  on  the  15th  inst.  : Eobins,  roach  ; Porter, 
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roach  j Short,  roach;  Whitford,  daco ; and  Mr. 
Brown,  a fine  jack  of  1‘dlb.  from  the  Lanffley  Canal. 
Several  of  our  members  t.ook  part  in  the  open  competi- 
tion started  by  Mr.  Pitthouse,  of  the  North  Star,  at 
Langley,  and  I am  pleased  to  state  three  were  successful 
in  winning  prizes:  Mr.  French,  gross  weight  of  roach, 
first  prize,  .ill  Is.;  Mr.  Guy,  10s.  (id.;  and  Mr.  t. 
Read,  10s.  Od. — W.  B. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials,  Queen’s  Arms,  lA,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road,  N.W. — Our  smoking  concert  was 
a great  success.  Our  best  thanks  are  due  to  all  who 
assisted  ns  and  contributed  prizes.  Amongst  the  artists 
who  kindly  gave  their  services  were  Messrs.  Joe  Haining, 
Alec  Desmond,  P.  Garvey,  and  a whole  host  of  talent. 
Mr.  W.  Briggs  was  chairman,  Mr.  C.  Steer  vice.  Mr.  T. 
Seabrook,  at  the  piano,  was  much  appreciated.  On  Oct. 
15,  Messrs.  T.  Seabrook,  Lewis,  Hugkulstone,  and 
Silcox  weighed-in  roach.  On  Oct.  2(5  a general  meeting 
will  be  held.  Important  business. — W.  H.  Roberts. 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Prince  and  Princess  of 
i Wales,  Kinglake-street,  Old  Kent-road.  — Our  next 
monthly  outing  takes  place  on  the  29th  inst.  at  Reading, 
.from  Caversham  Bridge  to  the  Roebuck.  Tilehurst ; all 
'to  go  by  first  train  from  Waterloo  The  following 
members  weighed-in  as  follows;  Mr.  F.  Lamberton,  J. 
Wigley,  G.  Sharman,  F.  T.  Lamberton  mostly  roach  and 
dace.— F.  T.  Lamberton. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho. — On  the  15th  inst.  several  of  our 
members  were  out,  and  succeeded  between  them  in 
making  the  grandest  show  of  fish  we  have  had  for  some 
time,  as  follows  : Messrs.  Holder,  Shaw,  jun.,  Webber, 
Harris,  Vaughan,  Dufau,  Rattilion,  Hughes,  sen.,  and 
Gibbons  ; Mr.  Holder  in  his  show  had  a specimen  dace. 
Last  meeting  night  we  had  a very  fa  r attendance  and 
got  through  a reasonable  amount  of  business.  We  fish 
a competition  at  Marlow  on  the  29th  inst. — J.  Gibbons. 

St.  John’s  Angling  Society,  Empress  of  Russia, 
St.  John-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — The  committee  have 
arranged  a outing  to  the  Langford  Hall  water  on  the 
29th  inst.,  for  three  good  prizes.  Members  wishing  to 
enter  for  same  will  please  clear  the  books  on  Wednesday 
next,  the  25th.— F.  Thobling. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth. — Mr.  Wink  and  Mr.  J. 
Wright  were  the  only  two  members  who  had  fish  on  the 
15th  (bream  and  dace).  Mr.  G.  Ratcliffe  was  elected  a 
working  member,  and  Mr.  Daniel  G.  Banks  an  honorary 
member.  On  Monday  Mr.  J.  T.  Wright  had  some  good 
roach  and  barbel  from  the  Thames,  bank  fishing,  light 
line.  While  reaching  with  the  long  pole  be  was  broken 
away  seven  times  with  (barbel.  The  books  were  closed 
early,  and  the  members  went  away  in  full  force  to  visit 
the  Pixie  Brothers. — J.  Wright. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Nevill  Arms,  Nevill- 
road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.— The  secretary’s  prize  for 
the  most  regular  attendant  will  be  well  competed  for 
during  the  season.  The  only  members  who  have 
weighed-in  are  Messrs.  Guyver,  chub  ; Edwards  and 
Tilbury,  roach ; Mr.  G.  Sully,  roach ; Mr.  Hidden, 
jack.  Members  please  attend  on  Wednesday  to  arrange 
for  next  outing,  which  will  be  a special  one,  having 
received  a case  for  competition.  The  delegate  gave  his 
report  on  Monday  last,  which  was  well  received. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  Grafton-street,  Tottenham  Court-road.  — The 
following  members  had  fish  on  the  15th  inst.  : C.  Holmes, 
bream,  roach,  and  dace,  51b.  ISjOz. ; J.  Wright,  bream, 
roach,  and  dace,  21b.  14ioz.  ; Petrie,  roach,  21b.  13oz.  ; 
Weber,  roach  and  dace;  R.  Spencer,  jun.,  bream, 
11b.  13oz.  Mr.  Lawrence,  of  the  Watford  Piscatorials, 
weighed  a nice  dace  of  12oz.  on  the  18th  inst.  at  the 
above  club.— C.  B.  Ldmbt. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head. 
Maiden-lane.— On  the  15th  inst.  Mr.  Gill  had  roach  and 
dace,  41b.,  the  two  largest  dace,  llyoz.  and  lOoz.  ; Mr. 
Curtis,  roach  and  dace,  4|lb.  ; Mr.  Smales,  roach,  41b.  ; 
and  Mr.  Williams  showed  a very  nice  tray  of  roach, 
7ilb.  from  the  Yare.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Curtis  had  roach 
and  dace,  5ylb. ; Mr.  Cherry,  roach  and  dace,  Bjlb. 
Our  next  outing  is  fixed  for  Nov.  5 at  Shiplake,  usual 
club  conditions,  four  prizes, — Pelican. 

Slough  and  Langley  Angling  Society,  Dolphin 
Hotel,  Slough.— Special  notice  to  holders  of  privilege 
tickets  of  the  Anglers’  Association  ; A competition,  no 
entrance  fee,  will  take  place  in  the  Slough  Canal 
on  Oct.  29,  given  by  Mr.  Lewis,  of  the  Dolphin  Hotel, 
Slough,  and  the  Slough  and  Langley  Angling  Society. 
There  are  numerous  prizes  to  be  competed  for,  which 
will  be  announced  next  week.  Boundary  is  the  Cottage 
and  Veitch’s  Pounds  only.  Names  to  be  registered  at 
the  club  house.  Dolphin  Hotel.  Two  rods  allowed,  and 
all  fish  to  weigh-in,  bar  eels.  As  this  is  the  first  com- 
petition of  the  above  club,  I hope  brother  anglers  will 
muster  in  full  force. — R.  Jenkins. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Hope, 
Pollard’s-row. — The  members  of  the  above  were  out  on 
the  15th  inst.,  and  the  following  weighed-in  : T.  Jones, 
fine  show  of  roach  ; W.  Wells,  good  show  of  roaeh  ; J. 
Rosamond,  fine  lot  of  bream  ; A.  Harris,  nice  show  of 
bream.  We  fish  a pegged-down  match  on  Oct.  22  at 
Waltham.— T.  Satce. 

South  Loudon  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  235,  Camberwell-road.— On  the  15th  inst.  Mr. 
Dartnall  was  first,  Mr.  Pyle  second.  Mr.  G.,  not  in 
the  competition,  had  321b.  of  good  roach  and  dace.  On 
Wednesday,  the  18th,  Messrs.  Smith,  Boorman,  and 
Frei  were  first,  second,  and  third. — J.  J.  F. 

South  Loudon  United  'Visiting  List. — A most 
successful  visit  of  the  societies  on  the  above  list  was  paid 
to  the  Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society  on  the  17th, 
when  I think  all  present  spent  a most  enjoyable  evening. 
On  the  roll  being  called  by  Mr.  J.  Wright,  vice-presi- 


dent of  the  list,  shortly  after  eleven  o’clock,  twenty 
clubs  responded.  'The  next  visit  will  bo  to  the  Ber- 
mondsey Brothers,  the  Woolpack,  Bermondsey-street. 
Notice  of  date  next  week. — A.  Conn. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. --Only  two  of  our  meiribers 
weighed-in  on  the  15th,  viz.,  Messrs.  F.  C.  Gerrard  and 
Walden.  The  half-yearly  supper  takes  place  on  Thurs- 
day, OcC.  2C.  Members  and  friends  intending  to  be 
present  must  give  in  their  names  not  later  than  Tuesday, 
24th.  Supper  on  table  8.30  sharp. — H.  Reaves. 

■Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxhall  Cross. — We  hshed  at  Twickenham  on  the 
15th  inst  for  prizes,  with  the  following  result:  Mr. 
Betts,  1st ; Mr.  Pain,  2nd  ; Mr.  Drury,  3rd.  From  other 
waters  Mr.  Clegg  weighed-in  roach.  Our  usual  weekly 
meeting  took  place  on  Tuesday  last  with  a poor  attend- 
ance on  account  of  the  tvet  night ; but  as  numerous 
questions  and  discussions  arose,  I propose  calling  a 
special  general  meeting  on  'Tuesday  next  for  alteration 
of  Rule  15  ; members  please  note. — H.  C. 

'Walbam  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Odell  Arms,  Limerston-street.— An  outing  for  a supper 
takes  place  at  Cookham  on  Oct.  29.  All  members 
requested  to  attend  Wednesday  next.  Special  notice. — 
Members  of  clubs  and  friends  will  be  welcomed  to  a 
smoking  concert  to  be  held  at  the  above  address  on 
Nov.  8 (Wednesday).  We  have  had  some  good  trays  of 
fish  in  our  club  room.  Mr.  Templeman,  18Jlb.  of  roach 
and  dace;  Mr.  Achong  some  good  chub;  Mr.  Weyer, 
roach,  151b.,  and  one  fine  bream,  51b.  5oz.  : Mr.  Allder, 
roach,  lllb.  lOoz. — G.  Maslin. 

Waltham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  King’s 
Arms.— Our  members  were  out  on  Saturday.  Messrs. 
Lapwood,  Trimmer,  and  Chapman  weighed-in  roach.  On 
the  15th  we  fished  in  the  open  sweepstakes  of  Mr. 
Avis’s,  but  all  were  unsuccessful  in  catching  any  fish. 
Meeting  on  Friday  next.  On  the  22nd  inst.  we  fish  in 
the  pegged-down  match  (open)  at  Waltham  Abbey. 
London  members  please  note.  Mr.  Guyver  had  a 2Jlb. 
chub  on  Saturday. — A.  G.  Beach. 

Walworth  'Waltonians,  St.  Paul’s  Tavern,  Wal- 
worth, S.E. — Our  next  competition  takes  plaee  on  the 
22nd  inst.,  at  Harlow-on-the-Stort ; roving;  all  to  go 
by  the  eight  o’clock  train  from  Liverpool  • street, 
G.E.R. ; six  prizes. — C.  Hibble. 

Wellington  Angling  Society.  Prince  George, 
Hilliugdon-street,  Walworth.— On  the  9th  inst.  several 
of  our  members  were  out.  Mr.  Gemble  secured  third 
prize  in  the  last  competition  with  41b.  roach  and  dace 
(including  a specimen  of  the  latter).  Mr.  Haine 
weighed-in  61b.  roach  and  bream,  and  Mr.  Brent 
31b.  8oz.  Messrs.  Boyd  and  Jenkins  also  weighed-in. 
On  the  16th,  Mr.  Haine  had  51b.  of  bream  and  dace. 
On  Wednesday  next  the  place  and  conditions  for  our 
next  match  will  be  decided. — C.  Wter. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Ciothworkers’  Arms, 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road.  —On  the  15th  inst. 
the  following  members  had  fish,  viz.,  Mr.  Burton,  roach, 
101b.  9oz.;  Mr.  Sullivan,  roach  ; Mr.  Brookes,  jack.  Our 
next  outing  will  take  place  at  St.  Margaret’s,  notice  of 
which  will  be  given. — W.  M. 

Westbourne  Park  Piscatorial  Society.— Some 
of  the  members  of  this  society  have  recently  been  taking 
some  good  fish,  most  notable  being  a chub  caught  by  Mr. 
Berger,  with  fly,  weighing  41b.  lOJoz.  Mr.  Wood  has 
shown  some  very  good  roach,  the  best  fish  weighing 
lib.  14Joz.  On  t"ne  14th  Mr.  Armfield  registered  a jack 
weighing  141b.  Joz.,  caught  in  the  Kennett,  and  other 
good  specimens  have  been  shown  by  Messrs.  Thompson, 
Hulbert,  and  others. 

West  Ham  Brotbers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratforu — Since  last  report  the 
following  members  weighed-in  fish  ; Mr.  H.  Ouddon, 
71b.  IOjz.  of  roach,  one  fish  weighing  lib.  lljoz.  ; R. 
Lowther,  51b.  Joz.  of  roach  ; Mr.  O.  Dearlove,  21b.  6oz. 
of  roach  and  perch  ; Mr.  G.  Hobbs,  21b.  8oz.  of  roaeh  ; 
Mr.  Homer,  2ib.  5|oz.  ; Mr.  F.  Hunifryes,  11b.  151oz.  of 
perch  ; Mr.  Simmons,  lib.  9oz.  of  roach  ; Mr.  C.  Maxted, 
11b.  4ioz.  of  roach  ; Mr.  Cox,  dace  ; Mr.  Kenny,  roach. 

■Westminster  Angling  Society. — On  the  15th 
inst.  the  following  members  had  fish  : Messrs.  Parsons, 
Roser,  Butler,  and  Bailey.  Tuesday  being  a special 
meeting,  a good  muster  attended  at  the  club  to 
arrange  match  at  Windsor  for  honorary  and  working 
members  for  five  prizes.  Mr.  Rupell  was  made  an 
honorary  and  Mr.  (ioodall  a working  member.  It  was 
decided  to  hold  a club  supper  on  Nov.  30.  Any  member 
wishing  to  bring  a friend  may  do  so  by  applying  to  the 
secretary,  Windsor  Castle,  Francis-street,  VV^estminster. 
Any  gentleman  wishing  to  join,  apply  as  above.— J.  G. 

■Woolwich  Invicta  Angling  Society.— A smoking 
concert  and  distribution  of  prizes  took  place  on  the 
12th  inst.,  the  occasion  being  an  invite  given  by  our 
worthy  members  and  host  Mr.  Davis.  The  chair  was 
taken  by  Mr.  C.  Jolly,  vice-chair  by  Mr.  Stacey.  The 
toast  of  the  evening  was  " Our  host  and  hostess,”  which 
was  drunk  with  enthusiasm.  The  rest  of  the  evening 
was  spent  in  harmony  (piano,  Mr.  Kelly)  excellent  songs 
and  recitations  being  given  by  Messrs.  Jolly,  Stacey, 
Freeman,  Reece,  Perry,  Young,  Nuse,  Aiicliff,  McCohen, 
and  others.  The  prizes  were  presented  by  Mr.  C.  Jolly 
as  follows  : First,  Mr.  Beadle  ; second,  Mr.  H.  Arm- 
strong; third,  Mr.  Perry  ; fourth,  W.  Armstrong  ; fifth, 
J.  Ancliff.  A special  prize  was  given  by  Mr.  Woodford, 
a silver  watch,  taken  by  W.  Armstrong,  and  also  a pre- 
sentation, given  by  the  members  (a  gold  ring)  to  the 
secretary,  which  brought  to  a close  a most  enjoyable 
evening. — J.  Perry. 


It  takes  a man  all  hts  life  to  capture  one  pike  over  (iolb.  in 
weight,  three  roach  over  Upb.,  and  two  dace  of  lib.  4oz.  eacli,  but 
it  only  takes  2d.  to  purchase  a copy  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
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R.  Ghurnly,  Secretary. 


The  above  contributions  have  been  received  up  to 
Oct.  18.  


WINTER  BAIT  FOR  BARBEL. 

The  following  excellent  tip  is  from  the  prolific  pen  of 
that  versatile  writer  and  sportsman,  of  the  Sportsman, 
Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon  : — 

Has  a “ Trentsider  ” ever  tried  lampern  as  a winter 
bait  for  barbel,  or,  failing  that,  edible  mussels.  Some 
years  ago  a gentleman,  and  I think  it  was  Major  Bull, 
made  some  magnificent  catches  of  barbel  in  the  depths 
of  a most  bitterly  cold  and  frosty  winter,  angling_  a,t 
Teddington  Weir  with  lampern,  and,  although  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  obtain  and  perhaps  not  very  well  understood 
generally,  I am  persuaded  that  once  the  haunts  of  the 
fish  themselves  were  found  there  is  no  member  of  the 
bearded  and  leather-lipped  family  abiding  in  Trent  or 
anywhere  else  would  pass  it  by  unheeded.  It  is  a most 
deadly  winter  bait  at  all  times,  and  fished  upon  strong 
ledger  tackle,  for,  as  a rule,  the  very  biggest  fish  fall 
victims  to  its  attractiveness,  1 see  no  reason  to  think 
that  fish  could  not  be  killed  upon  the  Trent  with  equal 
certainty  to  what  they  assuredly  are  upon  the  Thames, 
whenever  the  bait  itself  can  be  obtained.  But 
there’s  the  rub,  because  where  fifty  years  ago,  or 
even  later  still  than  that,  the  lampern  fishery  of 
the  Thames  was  of  very  considerable  importance,  they 
now,  like  flounders  in  ttie  upper  reaches,  would  appear 
to  have  almost  died  out,  and  a single  specimen  for 
winter  barbel  fishing  occasionally  commands  a^  most 
fabulous  price.  I heard  of  a single  lampern  fetching  as 
much  as  a sovereign  some  years  ago,  and  then  the  pur- 
chaser had  to  go  to  Gravesend  to  get  that.  But  failing 
lampern,  I have  killed  barbel  well  inside  the  winter 
months  of  November  and  December  with  freshly  cooked 
edible  mussels,  prepared  in  precisely  similar  fashion  as 
though  they  were  intended  for  the  table,  then  taken  out 
of  the  shell,  and  fished  uiion  a small  triangle  hook, 
baited  with  a fine  baiting  needle.  In  very  frosty  weather 
I do  not  think  that  barbel  are  ever  taken  with  worm,  or 
if  they  are,  it  is  one  of  those  exceiptional  cases  which 
“Trentsider”  refers  to.  But  let  him  try  lampern  in 
deep  holding  water,  such  as  is  likely  to  shelter  these  fish 
in  the  winter  time,  and  if  there  are  any  there,  and  he  does 
not  get  such  a pull  every  now  and  then  as  will  electrify 
him  from  head  to  heel,  well,  all  that  I can  say  is,  I shall 
be  very  greatly  surprised  indeed. 


The  latest  idea  for  fashionable  dinners  is  to  arrange 
the  tables  in  the  form  of  a triangle,  the  centre  being 
filled  up  by  an  artificial  lake.  Lilies  and  ferns  float  on 
the  water,  and  the  shores  of  the  lake  are  simulated  by  a 
bank  of  roses  imbedded  in  ferns  with  pink  fairy  lamps 
twinkling  at  intervals. 

The  competition  at  Langley,  on  Oct.  15,  was  a great 
success.  Seventy-eight  competed,  the  prizes  being  won 
as  follows;  Messrs.  Blades  (Allason  United)  and  Read 
(Prince  of  Wales)  tied  for  largest  jack,  the  ^£1  Is.  was, 
therefore,  divided.  Gross  weight  prizes : 1st,  Mr. 
French  (Prince  of  Wales),  21b.  5oz.  ; 2nd,  Mr.  Corney 
(Allason),  2lb.  4oz.  ; 3rd,  Mr.  Guv  (Prince  of  Wales), 
lib.  14oz. ; 4th,  Mr.  Samson  (Campbell  United),  lib.  lOoz. ; 
5th,  Mr.  Scott  (Jubilee),  11b.  5oz.  ; 6th,  Mr.  Bence 
(Jubilee),  lib.  4oz.  ; 7th,  Mr.  Madox  (Jubilee),  l.ooz. 

Most  persons  (says  a contemporary)  probably  suppose 
that  whalebone  may  be  procured  from  any  common 
whale,  but  that  is  not  so.  The  Baleen  whale  is  the  pro- 
ducer of  what  is  known  as  whalebone,  and  it  isn’t 
regular  bone  at  all.  'This  variety  of  whale  has  a broad 
plate  running  along  the  sides  of  the  mouth,  which  is 
given  to  them  in  place  of  teeth,  and  from  this  whalebone 
is  procured.  The  length  varies  from  1ft.  up  to  12ft.,  the 
latter  being  found  only  in  the  largest  whales.  Just 
imagine  the  size  of  a meal  that  could  be  eaten  by  a whale 
with  a twelve-foot  mouth  ! 

Solomon  said  there  was  nothing  new  under  the  sun 
and  those  who  advised  fly-fishing  tor  coarse  fish  do  not, 
of  course,  know  that  the  thing  was  practised  fifty  years 
ago,  chiefly  in  shallowish  waters.  A small  Red  Palmer 
will  “ rise  ” good-sized  roaeh,  and  dace,  too,  and  a small 
Chafer,  or  a Bluebottle — real  or  artificial— will  catch 
chub  if  the  angler  can  only  let  the  lure  drop,  as  it  were, 
off  the  withies  into  the  expectant  ones’  big  mouths. 
Bed  worms  will  make  the  gudgeon  fight  for  a bit  of  the 
morsel.  Pull  the  bait  away  from  them,  and  your  float 
may  leave  off  “ dancing  ” if  a pound  perch  intimates 
“business.”  A clever  “ hand  ” will  kill  a dozen  good 
perch  with  a live  minnow  on  a smallish  hook  without 
wanting  to  cut  the  hook  out  of  the  fish’s  throat,  or 
< lower  down. — W.  F. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


[October  21,  1893 


HENRY  MILWARD  & SONS,  Limited 

WASHFORD  MILLS,  REDDITCH. 


London : 8,  GFJE  SM  AIVI  STREET, 

CVVliolesale  only.) 


E.C. 


TRADE 


MARK. 


MODEL  ’ BOD  (Wyers’  Patent),  the  most  distinct  improvement  in  rod 
building  ever  invented.  This  rod  combines  extraordinary  strength  with  minimum 
weight,  and  is  made  in  three  patterns — spinning,  bottom,  and  trolling. 

MILWAED’S  SUPEEIOE  SPLIT  CANE  SALBION  AND  TEOUT  EODS. 
ese  are  of  our  own  make,  and  we  have  made  a new  departure,  which  enables  ns  to 
plaM  the  finest  goods  on  the  market  at  a considerable  reduction  on  the  usual  prices 
oi  English  made  rods. 

MILWAED'S  GEEENHEAET  SALMON  AND  TEOUT  EODS,  built  on  th 
most  approved  principles,  and  of  tested  materials.  Best  value  in  the  trade. 


THE  “INDESTRUCTIBLE”  PHANTOM  MINNOW  (KS) 

With  patent  swivel  head  and  spring  loop  for  attaching  new  hooks  to  replace 

breakages. 


This  patent  wire  attachment  can  also  be  fitted  to  the  ordinary  silk  phantoms,  and, 
if  required,  with  only  the  swivel  head. 

SAIVIPXLES  AND  PRICES  ON  APPLICATION. 

We  have  now  introduced  two  pike  sizes  in  this  patent  minnow,  which  are  mounted 
with  our  improved  extra  strong  treble  hooks. 
SPECIALITIES. — Hooks,  Square  Plait  Waterproofed  Silk  Line,  Gut  Casting 
Lines,  Greenheart,  Hickory,  and  Split  Cane,  Fly,  Bait  and  Spinning  Eods,  &c. 

Zllustraited  Catalogfue  (Trade  only)  on  application. 


Wm.  BARTLEET  &,  SONS. 

ABBEY  MILLS,  REDLITCH. 


BIANUFACTUEEES  OF 


“TESTED”  FISH  HOOKS  AND  FISHING  TACKLE. 

PATENT  “ SERPENTANIC  ” BAIT. 

BACK  VIEW,  CUEVED. 


0 E 


lA  inches  to  inches. 

In  Nickel  or  Gilt. 

RICHMOND  SPINNER  (Geen’s  Patent). 

SPINNER  (Haynes’  Patent). 

- bronze  COLLAPSING  RINGS. 

..  IMPROVED  WATERPROOF  SILK  LINES. 

ARCHER”  GUT  CASTS  AND  HOOKS  TO  GUT. 
PENNELL’S  TURN-DOWN  EYED  HOOKS. 
MALLESON  CELEBRATED  SPLIT  CANE  RODS. 
WYER’S  PATENT  FISHING  RODS. 

A REEL  FOR  THE  MILLION." 

Light  and  Strong. 

“ARCHER”  PATENT  REEL, 

Invaluable  for  bottom  fishing. 

Can  he  used  fitted  to  any  Eod,  whether 
Winch-fitted  or  not. 


W.  B.  & Sons’ 
goods  can 
be  obtained 
Eetail 
through 
any 

Fishing 
Tackle  Dealer. 


London  House:  53.  GRESHAM  STREET,  E.C 


LONG  RUBBER  FISHING  BOOTS. 


BEST  QUALITY. 

23/9 


Less  5 per  cent, 
discount  for  cash. 


1/3 


SECOND  QUALITY. 


21/- 


Less  5 per  cent, 
discount  for  cash. 


20/-  net. 


The  Waterproof  Manufacturers, 


37,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET, 

I-ONDON,  E.C. 
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NOTICE. 


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday, 
and  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and 
Son’s  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News- 
agents and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department, 
Fishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c., 
should  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Mabston,  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses, 
not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
a guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com- 
munications. _____ 

tFeisxns  of  Sulbsopipf  ion. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dunstan’s  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland  ...  ...  ...  10s.  6d. 

,,  Six  Months  ditto  ditto  5s.  4d. 

,,  Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  sub- 
scription, including  postage 12s.  6d. 


AdlveK>tisemen.i;s» 

Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address.— “EIVSAM,  London.” 
TELEPHONE  No.  2679. 
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ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

' SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  28th,  1893. 


MORE  FLUKES  IN  FISHING. 

CERTAIN  SHOTS. 


By  W.  Mubdoch. 

The  flukes  in  salmon  angling  do  not  always 
end  in  the  triumph  of  the  angler.  Perhaps  as 
often  as  not  the  fish  get  away,  either  through 
mismanagement  on  the  part  of  the  angler,  or  from 
not  having  been  properly  struck,  if  struck  at  all. 

Fishing  the  Panmure  Arms  Hotel  water  of  the 
North  Esk  several  autumns  ago,  I made  a couple 
of  flukes,  both  of  which  ended  in  disaster.  One 
day,  on  the  Arn  Pool,  having  out  a pretty  long 
line  to  enable  me  to  get  well  across  the  stream,  I 
fixed  in  a sod  or  snag  close  to  the  bank  while  in 
the  act  of  clearing  the  fly,  or  bringing  it  to  the 
surface,  for  a fresh  cast.  Giving  the  tightened 
line  a slight  jerk,  the  fly  came  away,  but  lighted 
on  the  water  close  to  the  bank  a few  yards  nearer 
me.  Making  another  flip  to  clear  it,  I found  it 
again  stuck,  but  with  the  second  jerk  I gave  I 
felt  a “ jigger,”  which  told  me  that  I was  into  a 
fish,  and  presently  my  line  was  away  “ souching  ” 
right  smartly  through  the  broad  swift  stream. 
The  fish  was  a good  and  a plucky  one,  but  after 
having  given  me  ten  minutes  of  galloping  play 
it  caved  in,  and  came  close  to  the  bank,  where  it 
could  easily  have  been  gaffed,  but  my  gillie  was 
not  waiting  ready  to  do  the  needful,  and  when  he 
appeared  on  the  high  bank  above,  to  jump  down 
on  tho  water  level  beach,  it  got  a sight  of  him. 


and  hurried  out  into  the  stream.  Twice  .after- 
wards I had  it  well  within  galfing  reach,  but 
through  the  contrariness  of  circumstances  my 
gillie  missed  the  chances,  and  the  last  time  I 
brought  it  in,  rolling  over  and  over — which 
enabled  mo  to  see  it  was  a fresh-run  beauty  of 
about  161b. — it  fell  off  the  hook,  and  floated  away 
with  the  stream  a few  yards  before  recovering  its 
swimming  faculties. 

Some  evenings  subsequently  the  fish,  although 
not  taking  the  fly,  seemed  inclined  to  follow  the 
phantom.  This  I learned  from  a brother  angler 
who  came  down  the  river-side.  The  only  thing  in 
the  jjhantom  shape  that  Iliad  with  me  I mounted 
purely  for  tho  fun  of  the  thing.  This  was  an 
old  battered  specimen  of  Brown’s  blue  one — a 
thing  tha*^^,  to  judge  from  the  look  of  it,  had 
apparently  seen  plenty  of  service.  I had  got  it  in 
the  morning  from  Johnnie  at  the  hotel.  The 
river  had  been  heavy  in  the  morning,  but  having 
fallen  with  the  North  Esk’s  customary  ((uiekness, 
it  was  now,  about  the  dusk,  getting  into  fair 
fishing  order.  I swung  out  the  battered  blue, 
and  fished  it  down  the  whole  of  the  pool,  seeing 
in  the  course  of  this  go  over  two  “swurrels” 
close  to  the  bank,  caused,  as  I judged,  by  fish 
which  had  followed.  This  gave  mo  some 
encouragement,  and  I kept  on  doing  my  best  to 
get  hold  of  a fish.  It  soon,  however,  became 
almost  dark,  and,  not  having  got  anything,  I 
was  just  about  to  reel  up.  Ah,  there!  A fish 
moved  right  in  front  of  me,  and  this  renewed  my 
bloodthirstiness  ! Again  I swung  the  phantom 
over  the  stream,  and  brought  it  round  several 
times  in  different  fashions.  Close  above,  over 
and  below  where  the  fish  had  shown.  But  it  was 
no  go;  I got  no  hold — not  even  a move.  I now, 
before  finally  reeling  up,  would  have  a pitch  of 
the  minnow  across,  just  to  see  what  distance  I 
could  send  it.  Accordingly  I flashed  it  out 
straight  across  stream,  and  not  to  let  it  sink  and 
get  caught  on  the  rocks,  I was  pulling  it  in  with 
the  swiftest  of  long  draws,  when  a fish,  with  a 
rush  through  the  water  of  several  yards,  sprang 
upon  it  and  bolted  it  right  on  the  surface  of  the 
water.  I struck,  but  a wriggle  or  two  was  all  he 
gave  me  to  feel;  so  I reeled  up  to  find  that — 
perhaps,  in  a greater  funk  than  I was — he  had 
gone  off  with  two  of  the  triangles  of  the  old 
battered  blue  sticking  in  his  mouth.  That  night 
I guess  he  had  been  on  short  commons  perforce, 
and  felt  not  a little  queer. 

In  these  days  of  depleted  lochs,  rivers,  and 
streams,  with  the  weather  and  ^vater  never  right 
even  where  there  are  fish,  we  must  learn  to  carry 
lightly  the  disappointment  of  unrealised  expec- 
tations. He  who  has  nob  learned  to  do  this  is 
as  yet  but  half  an  angler.  It  is  wearisome  and 
disappointing  enough  to  leave  the  water  night 
after  night  with  an  empty  basket ; but,  since 
better  cannot  be  done,  what  good  in  the  world’s 
earth  does  it  do  one  to  mortally  fret  oneself  over 
it  ? It  does  no  good — rather  does  infinite  harm — 
and  is  a piece  of  the  utmost  absurdity.  Anglers 
on  free  or  nominally  free  waters  will  ever  meet 
w ith  more  or  less  disappointment,  and  they  must 
be  prepared  for  it.  Even  on  waters  for  which  a 
heavy  rent  is  paid  disappointment  is  not  un- 
known, and  there  also — where  there  might  be 
some  allowance  for  the  feeling  being  more  acute 
— the  only  sensible  thing  to  do  is  to  endeavour  to 
make  it  sit  lightly  as  possible.  Personally,  when 
after  the  salmon,  I have  experienced  days  on  end 
of  blank  failure  cn  private  waters  possessing  a 
great  reputation.  As  a case  in  point,  my  most 
recent  experience  of  this  sort,  which  led  up  to 
and  ended  with  a fluke,  I will  now  relate. 

Last  autumn,  through  a friend  being  better 
employed,  I had  the  salmon  angling  on  Lord 
Arbuthnott’s  water  all  to  myself.  On  entering 
appearance  the  first  day,  I found  the  water  very 
low;  fish,  however,  were  plentiful,  but  not  in  a 
taking  mood.  My  resolution  was  to  use  nothing 
but  the  fly,  and  I stuck  to  it  conscientiously  for 
six  days  on  end.  Tho  whole  of  that  time  I pegged 
in  with  a perseverance  which  got  more  desperate 
and  prolonged  with  each  succeeding  day.  Morn- 
ing after  morning  I looked  and  wished  in  vain 
for  a change  of  weather — frost  lay  white  on  the 
ground  till  the  sun  got  up,  and  the  whole  long 
mountain  range  to  the  north-west,  west,  and 
south-west,  several  miles  off,  was  coated  with  a 
heavy  mantle  of  snow  down  to  the  very  base. 
Lower  and  lower  accordingly  grew  the  water, 
and  proportionately  my  hopes  sank.  The  salmon. 


wily  old  rascals,  simply  laughed  at  mo,  winking 
one  eye*  and  saying  to  themselves,  “ We  know 
perfectly  what  wo  arc  about  ” (?)  At  tho  end  of 
six  days  no  change  had  come  over  the  spirit  of 
their  (iroam,  and  on  the  seventh  day  of  my  fishing 
for  them  it  blew  ((uito  a hurricane.  In  tho  teeth 
of  this  hurricane  I was  slashing  out  tho  “Terror” 
over  their  heads,  with  Clark,  my  gillie,  who  like- 
wise was  wading  deei),  fishing  down  some  dis- 
tance behind.  The  gusts  were  simply  frightful, 
lashing  the  water  into  foam, and  making  the 
leaves  fly  off  the  trees  in  all  directions.  To  get 
over  the  lies  of  tho  fish  properly  I had  out  a very 
long  line,  when  on  came  a gust — rather  a hail- 
storm, of  the  most  violent  and  piercing  nature 
conceivable.  I bore  it  for  a while,  but,  sure  that  I 
would  do  nothing  in  such  a hurricane,  I made  a 
last  long  cast,  and.  turning  about  with  the  rod 
over  my  shouhler,  I was  making  for  the  bank-~ 
the  while  calling  out  to  Clark,  “ I can  stand  this 
no  longer,  let  us  get  to  the  hut  ” — when  a tugging 
at  my  line  caused  me  to  look  round  just  in  time 
to  see  tho  splatter  of  a salmon,  which  the  next  in- 
stant went  off  with  a grand  burst  away  across 
the  river  with  my  fly  in  his  mouth,  and  the  line 
bellied  like  anything  by  the  wind.  This  was  a 
perfect  fluke — and  no  mistake  about  it;  Clark 
had  to  drink  deep  for  more  flukes  or  better  luck, 
which  latter  came  about  in  no  stinted  measure  a 
day  or  two  after,  with  the  advent  of  my  friend 
Garden  and  his  gudgeons.  I had  no  more  flukes 
on  this  fishery,  but  right  through,  until  the  close 
of  the  season,  had  the  good  fortune  to  come 
in  for  a fine  run  of  sport  by  spinning. 
1 like  the  fly  above  everything;  it  is,  to  my  mind, 
the  most  sportsmanlike  and  gentlemanly  method 
of  fishing,  the  fishing  with  the  fly ; and  I take 
more  pride  in  killing,  and  consider  it  a greater 
triumph  of  skill  to  kill,  one  fish  with  the  fly  than 
six  with  the  gudgeon,  prawn,  phantom,  worm,  or 
any  other  lures  spun,  swmm,  or  travelled. 

Perhaps  more  interesting  and  readable,  and 
conveying  some  hints  and  wrinkles  to  beginners, 
will  be  the  facts  concerning  several  other  flukes 
which,  after  refreshing  my  memory  and  consult- 
ing my  notes,  I hope  to  narrate  in  these  pages 
before  long.  In  the  meantime,  and  to  finish  off 
this  paper  I take  it  will  not  be  amiss  if  I give 
one  or  two  examples  of  what  I consider  “ certain 
shots,”  the  perfect  opposites  of  flukes. 

Any  good  angler  who  has  thoroughly  exploited 
a fishery  by  having  studied  it  carefully  at  all 
seasons,  ought  to  be  able  to  tell  within  a foot  of 
the  place  where  a fish  is  likely  to  come  in  any 
height  of  water.  There  is  a little  blue  stone  on 
the  opposite  side  of  a pool  on  the  Dee,  and  close 
to  it  is  a noted  salmon  lie  or  seat.  Now,  if  a 
ready  fish  be  there,  I can  tell  the  cast  that  will 
bring  him  up.  The  fly  must  be  cast  to  light 
just  at  the  foot  of  the  lower  side  of  the 
blue  stone,  and  ere  the  stream  has  travelled 
it  more  than  a couple  of  yards  it  is  dead  certain 
to  be  seized  or  not  seized.  A salmon  pool 
containing  a very  sure  east  (on  another  river), 
where  I kill  a fish  pretty  frequently,  I long  ago 
discovered  to  be  no  good  except  when  the  water 
is  a certain  height.  A few  inches  up  or  down 
makes  what  otherwise  is  almost  a certainty  an 
utterly  hopeless  chance.  But  get  the  water  just 
the  right  height,  and  then,  as  the  fly  travels 
towards  you,  about  a yard  above  a stone  which 
shews  a couple  of  inches  above  the  water  in  mid- 
river, ten  to  one  you  will  feel  a fish  take  “ clean  ” 
and  smartly,  bolting  off  the  instant  down  stream. 
Several  seasons  ago  Lang  Boatie,  at  Glen  Tanar, 
by  making  a “ certain  shot,”  gave  me  convincing 
proof  of  his  wonderful  knowledge  of  the  fish 
“ lies  ” in  Sir  William  Brooks’s  fishery.  After  a 
long  day  on  the  lower  water,  spent  in  fruitless 
chase  of  . the  noble  salmon,  I came  up  in  the 
evening  past  the  fishing  hut,  where  by  chance 
I fell  in  with  Boatie.  “ Man,”  says  he,  “ an’  ye 
’ave  got  naething;  I’m  sorry  for  that,  bit  com’ 
awa’  up  bye  wi’  me  a bittie,  an’  I’ll  maybe  lat  ye 
get  a rin  o’  a beastie.”  He  did  not  1^ 

“ rin,”  but  he  soon  got  “ on  ” a beastie.  “ Now,” 
said  he,  as  he  took  his  stand  and  swished  out  a 
thundering  long  line,  “ this  is  my  first  cast,  and 
it  sudna  be  far  fae  ’im.”  His  second  cast  he 
remarked,  “This  sud  be  gey  near  ’im  noo.” 
Third  cast,  “This  sud  jist  be  aboot  ower  ’im, 
Ah  ! there  he  is  ; look  at  ’im  ; ” and  I saw  a fish 
spring  out  of  the  water,  but  a moment  more  and 
he  was  off  with  “ a sair  mooth,  nae  doot,”  as 
Boatie  remarked,  for  he  was  hard  struck.  , 
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OPPIAN^S  HALIBUTICS. 

(Oo7itinued  from  page  317.) 


By  R.  B.  Marston. 

SOME  METHODS  OF  FISHING  DE- . 

SCRIBED  BY  OPPIAN. 

A New  Machinery  of  Death. 
Evidently  well  aware  of  the  torpid  condition 
of  many  fish  in  the  winter,  some  enterprising 
Thracian  appears  to  have  invented  a very 
diabolical  fishing-tackle,  judging  from  the  follow- 
ing description  ; — 

The  Thracians,  launching  on  the  gloomy  Bay, 

Drag  from  their  wintry  Beds  the  lurking  Prey  : 

A new  Machinei-y  of  Death  descends. 

Severest  Pain  the  bleeding  shoal  attends. 

Then  follows  a description  of  this  ancient 
'•  snatching”  implement  and  the  manner  of 
using  it. 

A solid  Plank  the  Workman  first  designs, 

A Cubit’s  Length  the  just  extent  defines  ; 

Depressive  Lead  it’s  upper  Surface  lines. 
Tremendous  Spikes  beneath  in  close  Array 
An  Iron  Harvest  o’er  the  Field  display. 

* # * # * 

In  deepest  Seas  the  Fishers  from  the  Prow, 

Hung  by  a Rope,  the  fatal  Engine  throw. 

Down  through  the  gloomy  Regions  of  the  Bay 
The  leaded  Snars  divides  it’s  silent  Way, 

Impatient  till  it  seize  the  destin’d  Prey. 

The  Spikes  impetuous  reach  the  dark  Profound, 

At  once  they  reach,  and  dart  the  num’rous  Wound. 
Th’  inverted  Barbs  confine  in  cruel  Chains 
The  Captives  writhing  with  the  steely  Pains. 

The  various  Tortures  of  the  bleeding  Shoal 
Command  a Pity  from  the  stoutest  Soul. 

He  then  compares  the  fish  stuck  on  the  barbs 
to  the  corpse-strewn  plain  after  a battle. 

As  when  collected  from  the  bloody  Plain, 

Their  friends  in  hardy  Fight  untimely  slain 
On  pyral  Beds  the  sad  Survivors  lay. 

The  glorious  Slaughter  of  a well-fought  Day. 

Comely  in  Wounds  each  naked  Corps  appears, 

But  diff’rent  Forms  in  each  thegastly  Beauty  wears. 
Thus  o’er  the  pointed  snare,  the  finny  Prey 
Dreadful  Variety  of  Fate  display  ; 

A Barb’rous  Joy  the  Fisher’s  eyes  betray. 

Net  Fishing. 

Oppian  describes  net  fishing,  how  the  fishers 
silently  at  night  with  circling  nets  a large  space 
surround,  and  then  by  beating  the  water  with 
their  flatted  oars  frighten  the  fisli  into  the  net, 
where  they  remain  and  allow  themselves  to  be 
drawn  to  land, 

Unless  some  God  a just  Rasentment  owes 
For  slighted  Temples,  or  neglected  Vows, 
in  which  case  the  fishers  may  expect  to  loose  their 
prey  by  one  escaping,  and  the  others  following 
like  sheep  through  a gap. 

The  Diver’s  “Tremendous  Trade.” 

Man  himself  is  the  tackle  next  given  in  a 
spirited  relation  of  how — 

The  Diver  harden’d  to  the  dreadful  Toil 
With  artless  Force  attacks  the  finny  Spoil ; 

Boldly  he  plunges  from  ethereal  Day, 

Springs  to  the  Deep,  and  treads  the  fluid  Way  ; 

Firm  as  on  Land  along  the  vaulted  shores 
The  eecret  Chambers  of  the  Deep  explores  ; 

Revisits  safe  the  long-suspended  Air, 

And  grasps  with  loaded  Hands  a captive  Pair. 

The  Sargo  thus,  and  tim’rous  Shade-Fish  dies 
Nor  this  his  Fears  secure,  nor  that  his  Size. 

To  defend  themselveg,  the  Sargos  huddle 
together  into  a heap  “and  all  their  bristles  from 
their  Back  protend ; ” but  the  wily  diver  is  more 
than  a match  for  them,  he  approaches  the  fish  and 
singles  ont  his  prey.  Then,  where  the  sleek  neck 
and  taper  tail  are  unprotected  with  prickles, 
suddenly  seizes  the  fish,  and  bending  head  and 
tail  together  kills  it  by  snapping  its  backbone. 
The  Shade-Fish,  it  appears,  is  easily  captured, 
from  his  habit  of  hiding  his  head  like  the  ostrich, 
and  thinking  that  as  he  can  see  nobody,  nobody 
can  see  him. 

In  Book  A^.  we  have  another  long  and  fascinat- 
ing account  of  the  diver  and  his  work  and  its 
dangers. 

Fish  Spearing  by  Torchlight.* 

No  form  of  fishing  seems  to  have  been  unknown 
to  Oppian.  Some  species  of  fish  are  taken  at 
night : — 

Some  in  the  Face  of  conscious  Day  expire  ; 

Others  in  Even’s  dawn  insidious  Fire 
Lights  to  their  Fate;  erected  Torches  blsze 
Around  the  Boat,  and  dart  their  pitchy  Rays. 
Admiring  Shoals  the  gaudy  Flame  surround, 

And  meet,  the  triple  Spear’s  descending  Wound. 

* Sir  Walter  Scott,  “ as  au  old  spearman,”  referred  to  “ the 
picturesijue  and  mauly  sport  of  ‘ Iniroiug  the  water.’  ” 


Intoxicating  Fish. 

Both  fish  spearing  by  torchlight  and  “foxing  ” 
or  “fuddling”  fish,  although  illegal,  are  still 
practised  in  certain  districts.  Only  the  other 
day  I was  told  by  an  angler  living  at  Barnstaple 
that  some  poachers  were  ruining  the  trout  streams 
by  liming  them.  One  man  went  on  au  hour  ahead 
of  the  others,  he  casting  lime  into  the  holes,  and 
they  following  to  take  out  the  suffocating  fish, 
and  this  in  open  day.  In  the  north  of  England, 
when  the  common,  coarse  scale  fish  (chiefly  chub) 
get  too  plentiful,  they  are  intoxicated  by  means 
of  pellets  of  bread  iiupregnated  with  Coccnlus 
Indians,  which  the  chub  take  readily,  and  the 
trout  wisely  avoid.  Oppian  mentions  Gyclaniine 
as  being  “ blended  with  the  kneaded  heap  ” ; in 
any  case,  the  result  is  well  described  by  him,  how 
the  fish  come  to  the  surface  and — 

Above  tb’  adult’rate  Waves,  tb’  expiring  Shoal 
In  giddy  Rings  irregularly  roll. 

« * * * # 
Dissolving  Pains  their  slacken'd  Nerves  invade, 

And  floating  Mists  their  trembling  Eyeballs  shade. 

* . * * * # 

Like  gay  Companions  from  nocturnal  Wine 
Returing  late,  in  many  a winding  Line 
They  reel  bewilder’d,  and  explore  in  vain. 

AVhile  in  this  “ fuddled  ” condition  the  fish  are 
easily  captured  in  hand  nets  or  baskets  as  they 
float  helplessly  along. 

The  AVhale’s  Pilot. 

The  Fifth  Book  of  Oppian’s  Halieutics  opens 
with  a fine  description  of  man’s  dominion  over 
the  other  inhabitants  of  the  world — “ equal  or 
second  none  to  man  is  found  ” — and  the  peculiar 
office  of  the  little  pilot  fish,  who  “ with  signs 
expressive  points  the  doubtful  way  ” to  his  big 
friend  the  whale  ; — 

A slender  Fish  conducts  the  Whaly  Kind  ; 

Slender  his  Size,  but  ample  is  his  mind. 
=****# 
Wher'ere  the  little  Guardian  leads  the  way. 

The  bulky  Tyrants  of  the  Seas  obey  ; 

Implicit  Trust  repose  m him  alone. 

And  hear  and  see  with  senses  not  their  own. 

This  blind  reliance  of  the  whale  on  the  pilot 
fish  Oppian  makes  use  of  to  bring  in  a very 
charming  description  of  filial  affection  : — 

As  when  some  filial  Breast  with  tend’rest  Charms 
Nurture-repaying  Love,  and  Duty  warms. 

The  grateful  Youth,  in  Life’s  declining  Stage 
His  Sire  depressed  with  Joynt-enfeebling  Age 
Supports,  when  dim  Suffusion  veils  his  Eyes, 

Sticks  to  his  Side,  nor  all  the  Day  denies 
His  guiding  Arm  ; along  the  dang’rous  Street 
The  Glad  old  Man  with  unsupplanted  Feet 
Stalks  on  secure  ; in  sons  of  duteous  Mind 
A second  Youth  reviving  Fathers  find. 

The  finny  Pilot  thus  his  monstrous  Care 
Guides  like  a living  Ship,  his  tail  the  Steer, 

Constant  in  Service,  and  in  Love  sincere. 

It  is  this  investing  by  Oppian  of  his  scaly 
heroes  with  the  attributes  of  man  that  lifts  his 
work  out  of  the  rank  of  mere  ichthyology,  and 
places  his  Halieutica  as  far  above  all  other 
ancient  works  on  fish  and  fishing  as  Walton’s 
“ Angler  ” is  above  all  modern  treatises  on  angling. 

The  Dolphin,  the  Royal  Ranger  of  the  Sea, 
Man’s  Friend  and  Equal. 

In  some  parts  of  the  country  there  is,  for  the 
bird,  a fortunate  belief  that  if  you  kill  a robin 
you  will  at  the  very  least  break  your  arm,  but,  if 
Oppian  is  right,  the  fate  of  one  who  slays  a 
dolphin  is  awful  to  contemplate. 

A Warning  to  Fishers. 

Fishers  beware,  the  Dolphin  ne’er  mu.st  bleed. 
Detesting  Heav’n  resents  th’  inhuman  Deed. 

AVhom  calm  Design,  and  meditated  Hate 
Incites  industrious  to  the  Dolphin’s  Pate, 

Far  let  him  from  the  sacred  Rites  retire, 

His  Touch  pi-ofanes  the  consecrated  Fire. 

Religion’s  Sin  to  him ; where’er  he  goes. 

Contagious  Guilt  around  the  Murd’rer  flows. 

Fly  him.  Companions,  fly  the  Wretch  and  live. 

He’s  ne’er  forgiv’n  (if  Heav'n  can  ne’er  forgive). 

The  Royal  Rangers  of  the  purple  Flood, 

Equal  in  Dignity  with  human  blood 
The  Gods  regard  ; not  like  the  vulgar  Shoals 
By  Instinct  led,  and  sway’d  by  brutal  Souls ; 
Informing  Reason  dictates  to  their  Mind 
Discursive  Thought,  and  rivals  human  Kind  ; 

Dear  Mutual  Ties  their  social  Natures  bind. 

They  will  with  Judgment,  act,  converse,  and  love 
Like  Men,  or  Tritons,  Sons  of  Sea-green  Jove. 

A long  description  follows  of  the  help  afforded 
the  fishers  by  the  dolphins ; how  they  prevent  the 
escape  of  fish  enclosed  in  the  nets  of  the  fisher- 
man. The  “ Watchful  Dolphins  ev’ry  Bass  com- 
mand,” and  drive  the  fish  towards  their  human 


foes,  who  hold  aloft  torches  with  ready  spear  in  ; 
hand.  ‘ 

The  patient  Victims  of  Despair  they  lie  ; ^ j 

The  triple  Spear  repeated  Slaughters  die. 

No  Hopes  of  Flight,  while  flaming  Terrors  glare. 

And  awful  Kings  pursue  them  in  the  Rear. 

When  the  work  of  slaughter  is  over,  these 
“awful  Kings”  and  “Royal  Rangers  of  the  ; 
purple  Flood  ” crave  their  “ Portion  of  the  [ 
Prey,”  and  are  rewarded  by  the  fishers  with  the  : 
choicest  of  the  spoil.  If  from  mean  and  | 
avaricious  views  their  reward  is  withheld, 

“ Heaven  will  resent  ” the  action  and  “Dolphins  ; 
help  no  more.” 

The  Love-Sick  Dolphin  and  the  Lesbian  Bard, 
Lives  there  so  deaf  to  Fame,  who  never  heard  [ 

The  wond’rous  Fortunes  of  the  Lesbian  Bard,  | 

How  he  escap'd  the  Robber’s  murd’rous  Pow  r,  j 

And  landed  safe  on  the  Tenarian  Shore  ? I 

The  sacred  Poet,  Care  of  ev’ry  God,  I 

Fearless  the  gentle  Dolphin’s  Back  bestrode,  i 

And  tun’d  his  Lyre  melodious  as  he  rode.  i 

Of  Providence  he  sung,  transporting  Theme,  | 

The  Musick  sweetly  dy’d  along  the  Stream  i 

Attentive  Waves  to  pleasing  Rest  beguil’d,  j 

Forgot  their  Rage,  and  all  around  him  smil’d. 

But  even  in  Oppian’s  time  the  dolphin  was  not 
sacred  to  all  men;  he  tells  how  the  barb’rous 
Thracian  and  Byzantine  kills  them. 

Villains  I Whose  Hearts  immur’d  in  triple  Steel  i 
No  tender  Checks,  no  soft  Emotions  feel. 

Who,  he  says,  if  prompted  by  the  love  of  gain, 
would  stain  their  hands  with  fraternal  blood,  or 
that  of  smiling  innocence,  or  hoary  age,  or  sons 
or  parents. 

Playing  a Harpooned  Dolphin.  j 

This  leads  to  a bold  description  of  the  use  of 
the  harpoon  with  line  attached  in  killing  dolphins, 
certainly  (next  to  his  own  account,  too  long 
to  quote,  of  whale  (.^  shark)  fishing)  the  finest  i 
acf  mint  of  playing  a fish  to  be  found  among  the  I 
writing  of  the  ancients,  and  one  which  proves  to 
my  mind  that  Oppian  knew  from  experience  what 
“ playing  a fish  ” meant. 

Enlanc’d  the  corded  Harping-Iron  bides 

It’s  Point  retentive  in  the  Wanton’s  Sides,  i 

Stung  to  his  inmost  Soul  he  rolls  away 

Precipitant,  and  flies  the  guilty  Day.  ; 

Deep  in  the  Bosom  of  the  pitying  Main,  i 

Breaths  out  his  Woes,  and  wallows  in  his  Pain. 

Impetuous  Force  the  prudent  Swains  decline. 

And  give  their  unresisting  Length  of  Line. 

Where’er  th’  afflicted  Captive  leads  the  Way, 

Th’  obsequious  Oars  his  mazy  Course  obey. 

Should  eager  Strength  the  rushing  Line  restrain. 

The  Line  were  useless,  and  the  Labour  Vain. 

But  when  dissolv’d  by  Constancy  of  Smart 
He  shakes  with  fainter  Pangs  the  quiv’ring  Dart, 

His  Limbs  bereav’d  of  Nature’s  warm  supplies 
Born  by  the  Floods  involuntary  rise.” 

The  closing  lines  of  the  Ralinitics  should  have 
pleased  the  Emperor. 

But  may  thy  ships  on  easy  Waves  be  born, 

And  may  the  winds  still  change  for  their  Return, 

Large  Tribute  may  the  fruitful  seas  afford 
In  living  Subjects  to  their  Roman  Lord. 

May  Neptune’s  Arms,  unshaken  by  the  Main 
The  deep  Foundations  of  the  Earth  maintain 
And  keep  the  World  secure  for  Caesar’s  Reign. 

In  all,  Oppian  describes  or  refers  to  more  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty  different  kinds  of  fish.  To 
my  mind,  this  ancient  poet  stands  at  the  head  of 
all  writers  on  sea  fish  and  fishing;  his  fish  are  not 
mere  mute  animals,  as  I have  said  before,  he 
invests  them  with  all  the  attributes  of  humanity 
— good  and  bad — and  succeeds  better  than  any 
other  author  in  vividly  picturing  the  eternal 
warfare  which  rages  among  the  myriads  of 
inhabitants  of  all  shapes  and  sizes  of  the  great 
deep. 


FINE  CAPTURE  OF  PIKE. 


A FEW  days  ago  Mr.  F.  M.  Crick  and  a com- 
panion fishing  a fine  lake  in  the  Midlands 
captured  twenty-five  pike.  The  largest,  a superb 
fish  weighing  201b.,  and  another  of  nearly  12lb. 
were  killed  on  spinning  tackle,  trailing,  the 
bait  across  some  very  deep  water,  and  gave 
excellent  sport  to  their  captor,  Mr.  Crick. 

This  large  sheet  of  water,  over  200  acres  in 
area,  holds  grand  pike,  and  some  are  un- 
doubtedly over  301b.  weight,  which  I look 
forward  to  verifying  myself  this  winter.  I have 
seen  specimens  of  the  perch  caught  there,  over 
3|lb.  each;  a few  have  been  had  of  nearly  51b  ; 
and  as  roach  and  rudd  of  large  size  abound, 
besides  carp,  tench,  and  bream,  this  lake  for  size, 
and  as  an  excellent  fishery,  equals,  and  probably 
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excels,  many  of  the  Norfolk  Broads  ; and,  like 
those  East  Anglian  waters,  wildfowl  in  the  winter 
months  congregate  there  in  considerable  quanti- 
ties, also  occasionally  are  seen  wild  swans,  gulls, 
grebe,  and  tern. 

When  I was  fishing  there  the  early  part  of  this 
year  a team  of  wild  ducks  and  a company  of 
widgeon  (I  counted  twenty-seven  of  the  latter) 
settled  on  the  water,  and,  as  they  were  there  at 
the  end  of  my  three  days’  angling,  seemed  likely 
fo  remain  ; in  fact,  wildfowl  are  not  molested  but 
encouraged,  and  only  snipe,  which  are  plentiful 
on  the  marshy  margins  of  the  lake,  are  shot. 

Some  of  the  best  fish  have  been  caught  during 
recent  seasons  by  a lady,  tbe  wife  of  one  of  my 
friends  who  is  a lessee  of  the  fishing  and 
shooting.  She  is  a through  disciple  of  Izaak 
Walton,  a keen  angler,  and  proficient  in  the  art 
of  “ spinning  ” for  pike  and  perch. 

I was  delighted  to  see  how  dexterously  she 
threw  her  spinning-bait  either  to  the  right  or 
the  left,  sometimes  making  a short  cast,  and 
anon  an  accurate  “ long  shot,”  so  as  to  reach  some 
likely-looking  pikey  place,  as  she  was  slovly 
rowed  along  in  her  punt. 

The  lake  is  supplied  by  two  small  rivulets  and 
several  springs  ; it  varies  in  depth,  some  places 
exceeding  20ft.  Its  extreme  length  is  about  a 
mile  and  a quarter,  the  width  from  a third  to 
three-quarters  of  a mile  ; much  of  the  surround- 
ing land  is  nicely  clothed  with  timber,  and  being 
in  a country  diversified  with  hills  and  dales,  the 
lake  must  be  a very  charming  place  from  spring 
to  autumn,  especially  as  the  appointments  of  the 
fishery  are  perfect.  A commodious  fishing-house, 
built  after  the  style  of  a bungalow,  on  a high 
bank,  with  a landing-stage,  and  stairs  ascending 
to  a railed  verandah,  overlooks  the  lake,  and  it  is 
here  are  the  moorings  for  the  boats  and  punt.  ^ 

From  tbe  verandah  you  enter  the  anglers’ 
room,  hung  round  with  fishing  gear  and  trophies 
of  big  pike,  perch,  &c.  In  this  apartment  is  an  old- 
fashioned  fireplace  large  enough  to  consume  big 
oak  billets,  than  which  no  nicer  fuel  can  be  burnt, 
for  they  crackle  and  split,  throwing  out  tongues 
of  flame,  with  myriads  of  sparks  careering  up  the 
chimney,  giving  a glow  of  light  and  warmth 
most  acceptable  and  enjoyable  after  a day  of 
winter  fishing.  Bedrooms  on  either  side  of  this 
cosy  sanctum  contain  two  snug  cots  in  each,  the 
sleeping  quarters  where  tired  anglers  can  rest,  or 
maybe  catch  their  fish  o’er  again  in  their  dreams. 
A well-stored  larder  and  a wine-cupboard  com- 
plete the  arrangements  of  my  friend’s  fishing- 
house,  and  leave  nothing  to  be  desired  ; in  fact, 
nothing  was  wanting  to  ensure  my  comfort  and 
sport  when  I paid  a visit  to  this  “ piking 
paradise.”  JaRDIne. 


HOW  TO  TRAP  OTTERS. 

(From  Leonard  Muscall’s  “ Booke  of  Finking,  published 

in  1590.) 

Tue  Otter. 

“ They  take  the  otter,  or  water  wolfe,  in  a wele, 
made  and  devised  for  the  nonce,  as  shall  be 
showed  in  his  place,  which  wele  is  not  made  in  all 
points  like  vnto  other  weles,  where  he  will  eate 
the  fish  and  come  fvorth  againe  safe  before  he  be 
drowned. 

“Therefore  ther  is  inuented  among  the  fisher- 
men, a wele  for  to  take  him,  made  with  a double 
teme  or  tonnell,  and  against  the  vtmost  tenae  with- 
in is  set  an  yeirne,  like  a gredyeirne,  with  foure 
hooles,  staying  and  sliding  upon  two  round  stickes, 
which  must  be  set  vpright  in  the  wele  before  the 
teme,  to  holde  vp  the  yeirne : which  two  stickes 
must  be  fast  bound  to  the  wele,  both  aboue  and 
beneath,  then  must  ye  haue  a good  stiffe  rod,  the 
one  ende  shall  be  set  ouer  the  wele  to  hold  vp  the 
gredyeirne  or  grate,  and  the  other  ende  of  the 
rodde  must  reach  ouer  the  inner  teme,  and  a 
small  oziar  tied  at  the  end  of  the  redde.  which 
small  eziar  must  be  made  with  a round  knot, 
and  so  put  downe  upon  the  ende  of  the  nether- 
most oziar  in  the  midst  of  the  inner  teme,  but  a 
very  litle  way  put  on  that  when  the  otter  is 
within  the  first  teme,  he  comes  to  the  second 
where  the  fish  is,  and  there  he  put  off  the 
oziar,  and  the  rodde  flirtes  vp,  and  the  gredyerne 
fades  and  stoppes  the  vtmost  teme  where  he  came 
in,  and  as  soon  as  he  heares  it  fall,  he  will  turne 
backe,  without  touching  any  fish,  gnawing  at  the 
gredyerne  where  he  came  in,  and  so  is  drowned. 


“And  when  ye  have  a wele  of  fish  robbed  with 
the  otter,  or  your  layer  of  weles  with  fish  spoyled 
and  robbed  with  the  otter,  there  lay  your  otter 
wele,  well-bavted  with  fish,  and  so  ye  shall  soone 
take  him.  Which  otter  wele  must  be  made  of 
good  round  ozyars  of  the  Hasell  rodde  or  gore 
rodde,  for  those  are  the  best.  These  otter  weles 
are  made  at  Twyford,  by  sides  II  ading.  There 
be  two  of  the  Gootheriches  which  lives  much  by 
making  of  such,  and  other  weles.  Also  the  otter 
wele  is  made  at  Dorney,  by  Windsor,  by  one 
called  Twiner.  If  your  otter  wele  be  olde,  and  not 
strong,  and  if  the  otter  chaunce  to  breake  it  and 
scjpe,  ye  shall  hardly  take  him  of  a long  time 
after,  lor  he  is  very  subtill  to  be  caugbt  againe 
in  such  a wele.  There  be  that  hath  prouided 
many  wayes  ere  they  could  take  him.  Thus  much 
here  for  the  setting  of  the  otter  wele,  and  here 
shall  follow  the  saide  otter  wele,  with  his  propor- 
tion how  to  be  made  and  set,  the  more  easier  to 
make  them  whereas  they  have  not  been  seen 
before.  To  know  if  an  otter  do  haunt  river  or 
ponde,  you  must  watch  the  waters  in  the  night, 
then  shall  you  heare  him  plunging  and  chasing 
the  fish  all  night  by  efts  and  banks  sides,  so  watch 
or  else  your  fish  may  be  kilde  and  you  know  not 
how  or  when. 

“Hebe  followeth  the  Otter  Wele: 

“ The  fashion  of  the  otter  wele,  with  two 
handles  aboue,  the  better  to  lay  him,  he  must  be 
three  quarters  and  more,  betwixt  teme  and  teme 
in  length. 

“This  figure  vnder  shewes  the  setting  of  the 
gredyerne,  before  the  teme  of  the  wele,  and  Avhen 


he  fades,  to  rest  on  two  stiffe  oziars  on  the  lower 
part  of  the  sayde  teme,  ye  make  see  aboue  : biit 
when  ye  shall  set  or  tyle  the  saide  gredyerne,  it 


must  be'  pluckt  vppe  aboue  the  mouth  of  the 
teme,  which  teme’s  mouth,  all  the  oziars  must  be 
cut  euen  by  the  wreth,  saue  those  two  that  must 


holde  vp  the  gredyerne  beneath  as  ye  may  se  <■. 
Which  mouth  of  the  teme  must  be  betwixt  vi. 
and  vij.  inches  deepe,  so  that  a good  pretie  dogge 
may  creepe  therein  : for  if  it  is  too  little,  the  otter 
will  then  gnaw  the  wele,  also  the  gredyerne  must 
fall  easily  on  the  two  stickes  that  stay  him,  and 
the  gredierne  to  be  broder  then  the  mouth  of  the 
teme,  which  gredierne  must  be  put  in  the  wele 
when  the  wele  is  a- making,  because  it  can  not  be 
put  in  when  it  is  made,  except  ye  make  it  with 
playing  ioyntes  on  the  middle  vane  to  fold,  but 
on  the  one  side  of  the  gredierne,  and  so  ye  may 
set  him  in,  and  take  him  out  when  the  wele  is 
made,  or  when  yon  will  at  any  time.  1 hey  do 
vse  to  make  him  without  any  ioyntes.  but  pbiine 
and  all  flat  barres,  setting  to  foure  round  hoopes 
of  yeirne  on  the  foure  corners  of  the  gredierne, 
which  gredierne  is  made  with  flue  flat  barres, 
and  so  vsed,  waying  about  two  pound  weight,  be- 
cause it  may  fall  the  sooner.” 

[It  would  be  interesting  to  hear  Mr.  Bam- 
bridge’s  opinion  of  these  ancient  otter  traps. 
Steel  traps  are  often  quite  useless. — Ei>.] 


^cofcl)  llotcs. 

By  Mac. 

The  rod  season  on  the  bulk  of  the  Scotch 
back-end  salmon  rivers,  whose  season  has  not 
already  ended,  closes  on  Tuesday,  the  31st  inst. ; 
after  that  date  only  four  rivers  continue  open, 
viz.:  Annan,  Nov.  15;  Nith,  Nov.  15;  Tweed, 
Nov.  30;  and  IJrr,  Nov.  30.  From  almost  every 
quarter,  reports  to  hand  state  that  the  present 
back-end  has  been  the  most  disappointing  one 
for  a grfat  number  of  years,  owing  in  a great 
measure  to  lack  of  sufficient  water,  and  a much 
poorer  show  of  fish  than  usual.  Even  on  some 
of  the  crack  rivers  which  usually  yield  large 
numbers  of  heavy  back-enders,  the  angling  is 
almost  at  a standstill. 


A roRRESfONDENT  Writes : “The  best  beats  on 
the  North  and  South  Esk  are  yielding  next  to 
nothing  to  the  rods.  A few  small  fish,  chiefly 
grilse,  are  being  got  with  the  worm  ; while  both 
fly  and  gudgeon  they  will  not  even  look  at.  On 
the  Morphie  water  of  the  North  Esk,  where  the 
fish  come  in  daily  from  the  sea.  Sir  .Tohn 
Gladstone,  Bart.,  and  party  are  getting  fair 
sport  among  the  salmon  with  prawn,  but  else- 
where on  both  rivers  the  prawn  does  very  little 
good  now.  We  have  had  no  rain  to^speak  of 
here  for  the  past  three  weeks,  and  until  we  get 
a spate  to  entice  the  fish  up  I am  of  opinion 
that  sport  will  not  be  of  much  account. 

Last  week  sport  on  the  Tweed  was  rather  back- 
ward owing  to  the  lowness  of  the  water.  How- 
ever, in  the  beginning  of  the  week  the  river  rose 
slightly,  and  large  numbers  of  fish  were  seen 
ascending.  A few  good  fish  have  been  secured 
weighing  up  to  281b.,  one  gentleman  having, 
besides  a salmon  of  that  weight,  a sea-trout 
which  scaled  8lb. 

The  other  day  a kingfisher  was  seen  on  the 
Water  of  Leith,  supposed  to  be  on  the  outlook 
for  minnows.  

Last  week  a very  serious  case  of  fish-poisoning 
occurred  in  the  River  Doon.  The  Dalmellingtou 
Iron  Company,  having  a tank  of  liquid  waste 
product  at  their  works  at  Waterside,  proposed  to 
empty  its  contents  gradually  into  the  river, 
which  was  then  in  flood.  The.  embankment  ot 
the  tank,  which  was  composed  of  soil,  gave  way, 
and  the  contents  were  emptied  rapidly  into  the 
river,  with  the  result  that  great  numbeia  ot 
salmon,  sea-trout,  and  salmon  fry  were  poisoned. 
Hundreds  of  dead  salmon  were  taken  from,  or 
observed  in,  the  water  all  the  way  down  to  the 
sea,  a distance  of  twenty  miles.  'Ihe  river  was 
fully  stocked  with  fish  ascending  to  the  spawning 
grounds,  and  there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt 
but  that  this  will  materially  affect  the  yield  ot 
salmon  for  some  seasons  to  come.  A few  years 
ago  a similar  occurrence  happened  two  miles 
farther  down  the  river. 


The  yield  to  the  rods  on  the  Earn  this  season 
has  been  one  of  the  worst  on  record.  During  the 
last  ten  days,  although  the  river  has  been  running 
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pretty  full,  very  few  fish  have  been  got.  Except 
on  the  Dupplin  Castle  water,  where  fair  sport 
has  been  got  by  Mr.  Willyams  and  friends,  the 
rods  on  the  middle  and  highei’  reaches  have  had 
a very  disappointing  time  of  it.  The  largest  fish 
caught  on  the  river  this  season  was  got  by  Mr.  J. 
Lothin  on  the  Lower  Eupplin  water  on  Tuesday, 
with  a small  Wilkinson,  and  scaled  over  481b. 
Mr.  r.  D.  Malloch,  Perth,  is  taking  a cast  of  it. 

The  other  day  a salmon  of  401b.  was  got  on 
the  Don  at  Woodside.  A few  fish  are  got  daily 
by  anglers  on  the  lower  lengths  of  this  fine  river, 
but  farther  inland  the  sport  is  almost  at  a stand- 
still. 


The  angling  on  the  Esk  (Dumfriesshire)  has 
improved  considerably  during  the  past  week,  and 
a fair  number  of  salmon  have  been  caught,  though 
compared  with  former  years  the  takes  have  been 
anything  liut  large.  Several  capital  fish  have 
been  landed  during  the  week  weighing  up  to 
261b.,  but  fish  are  a much  scarcer  crop  than 
usual.  

SroRT  on  the  Annan  and  its  tributaries  this 
back-end  has  been  the  most  disap]iointing  for  a 
great  number  of  years.  On  some  of  the  private 
waters  which  have  been  leased  for  the  season 
only  one  or  two  salmon  have  been  caught,  while 
many  experienced  anglers  on  reserved  waters 
have  not  had  the  satisfaction  of  landing  a single 
fish.  A few  have  been  got  this  week,  weighing 
up  to  281b.,  mostly  with  Brown  and  Grey  Turkey 
flies. 


The  Deveron  has  been  yielding  very  poor  sport 
to  the  rods  during  the  past  fortnight,  the  water 
being  too  low  and  clear.  There  has  been  a falling- 
off  of  grilse,  and  trout  are  also  scarce.  Bain  is 
required  to  increase  the  volume  of  the  river  and 
draw  the  fish  up.  

The  Dee  rose  about  a foot  last  Sunday  morning, 
and  fish  were  observed  moving  freely.  On  most 
of  the  middle  reaches,  and  also  well  into  the 
upper  waters,  good  numbers  of  fresh-run  fish 
have  been  caught,  weighing  up  to  251b.  On  the 
Invercauld  Ballater  water,  in  addition  to  several 
others,  Mr.  Wood  creeled  a fine  fish  of  :i2|lb.,  the 
best  fish  of  the  season  in  these  reaches. 


Last  week  the  salmon  fishings  on  the  Tay  and 
Earn  belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Wemyss  and  March 
were  exposed  for  sale  in  the  Eoyal  George  Hotel, 
Perth.  Competition  was  very  slow,  and  it  was 
difficult  to  get  b ds.  The  following  is  the  result 
of  the  auction  : Legman,  1893,  T27  ; 1894,  £'20. 
Carfud  and  Sir  B.  Peel,  1893,  £32;  1894,  £3.3, 
Belhepburn,  1893,  £194;  1894,  £TG0.  Muirhead, 

1893,  £43;  1894,  £27.  Rhynd  Sands,  1893,  £134; 

1894,  £65.  Cock,  1893,  £243 ; 1894,  £195.  Bbynd 
Cairn,  1893,  £241 ; 1894,  £227.  Cpper  and  Lower 
Mary  and  Reform,  1893,  £200 ; 1894,  not  let. 
Earn  fishing-i,  1893.  £264;  1894.  £214.  Totals: 
1893,  £1668  ; 1894,  £1195.  The  fishings  belonging 
to  Miss  V.  M'Naughton  Duncan  were  also  exposed 
and  were  let  as  follows  : Peacehill,  £30— a reduc- 
tion of  £2  on  last  year;  Jock’s  Hole,  £100 — an 
increase  of  £21  ; and  Newton  Bank,  £226,  com- 
pared with  £362  last  year.  The  Inchyra  fishings, 
belonging  to  the  Rev.  Archibald  Fleming,  were 
not  sold  on  account  of  the  lack  of  competition.  Mr. 
George  Dunn.  Newburgh,  has  taken  the  Pitfour 
fishings  from  Sir  James  Richardson,  of  Pitfour. 
at  a reduction  of  £386  on  last  year’s  rent. 
Owing  to  an  exceptionally  dry  season,  and  conse- 
quent lack  of  water,  poor  sport  has  everywhere 
prevailed,  causing  rents  of  well-known  waters  for 
1894  to  fall  much  below  their  usual  figures. 


Cmc.AGo  Exhibition.— Mr.  Turnbull,  fishing- 
tackle  manufacturer,  60,  Princes-street,  Edin- 
burgh, has  had  official  intimation  of  having  been 
awarded  the  highest  honour  in  the  fisheries 
department  of  the  World’s  Fair,  at  Chicago,  for 
his  exhibit  of  ornamental  salmon  flies.  Along 
with  the  medal  he  has  also  been  awarded  a 
diploma  for  beautiful  and  excellent  workmanship. 

L.vrge  Annan  Salmon. — Two  large  autumn 
salmon  have  been  killed  with  rod  and  line  in 
the  Annan,  viz.,  one  of  3S.Ub.,  and  the  other  281b. 

ho  former  was  killed  with  the  worm  lure,  and 
the  latter  with  the  fiyx 


REMINISCENCES  OP  AN  OLD 
ANGLER. 

{Continued  from  fiage  301  ) 


By  E.  M.  Ton. 

1890. — April  26th.  On  arrival  I found  the 
Deveron  very  low;  weather  cold,  showers  of  sleet 
and  high  driving  winds  prevailing.  My  remark 
at  end  of  a tiresome  day  I find  ran  thus  : Only  four 
trcut,  21b.,  with  fly — and  this  on  the  Deveron ! 

28th.  1 killed  with  fly  thirty-one  trout  weighing 
151b.  Day  windy,  dull,  with  occasional  showers. 

29th.  Bright  sun  and  low  water.  I only  got  six 
trout,  2flb. 

May  2nd.  Day  calm  and  misty.  Got  5Hb  , fly. 

3rd.  Killed  6|lb.  trout,  nearly  all  with  Midge 
fly  (“  doubles  ”),  pretty  sport  for  about  two  hours, 
and  then — ‘silence.”  Bright  sun  all  day. 

5th.  SDb.  only,  with  fly,  and  hard  work  to  get 
tlioA,  under  existing  conditions. 

6th.  Finished  at  3 p.m.  I had  at  last  been 
obliged  to  try  clear  water  worm.  Result — 101b.  of 
trout. 

7th.  10.15  to  2 o’clock;  trout  not  taking  at 
all  well,  so  soon  gave  it  up,  having  killed  7|lb. 
(c.  w.  w.). 

8th.  Dull ; east  wind,  with  a “ har”  ; bad  day 
for  c.  w.  w.  fishing.  By  dint  of  sticking  to 
it  I had  1141b.  of  trout. 

10th.  Began  at  12  noon,  close  by,  feeling  that 
I wanted  an  easy  day,  and  not  expecting  any 
sport,  and  armed  with  the  fly  onL'.  Trout  began 
feeding  nicely  above  a ford,  and  with  some  tiny 
flies  Forrest  had  tied  to  my  order,  I enjoyed  some 
perfect  sport,  fishing  up  and  across.  Prom  12 
to  4 1 had  basketed  151b.  of  pretty  trout,  and 
had  enjoyed  it  no  end.  The  river  was  very  low, 
and  the  day  was  very  dark.  I did  best  when  the 
wind  ruffled  the  surface  of  the  water  up  stream, 
and  in  thin,  flat  water.  151b.  (fly). 

12th.  Pished  till  half-past  one  o’clock  with  fly, 
when  it  came  on  to  rain,  and  I,  having  left  my 
mackintosh,  went  home — with  ten  trout  weighing 
5jlb.  “ Double  ” Midge  flies  again  to  the  front. 

13th.  Began  with  clear  water  worm  and  fished 
till  1 o’clock,  having  only  taken  31b.  of  trout. 
On  my  way  home,  disgusted,  I saw  a few  trout 
“popping  up,”  and,  taking  in  the  situation,  I 
donned  a fly  cast  of  finest  drawn  gut  and  only  two 
flies,  “ doubles,”  Midge  size,  of  course  of  Forrest’s 
dressing,  tor  who  can  turn  out  better  “ doubles  ” 
for  shy  trout?  I had  meanwhile  ate  my  lunch, 
and  beg^n  again  at  1.30,  and  between  this  and 
4.30  I had  taken  14Hb.  of  trout  with  these  tiny 
Midge  flies — in  all,  17|lb.  of  trout.  A day  like 
this  lingers  in  my  memory  when  days  of  slaughter 
on  a Highland  loch,  or  in  early  spring  on  a river 
when  a good-sized  fly  and  fairly  stout  gut  may 
be  used,  are  forgotten.  After  all,  one  is  a sports- 
man or  nothing. 

14th.  Pished  for  four  hours  with  00  “doubles,” 
and  killed  Bilb.  of  trout. 

15th.  Pished  the  Deveron.  Gusty  day,  with 
calms  and  showers  alternating.  I killed  best 
with  a fly  I had  purchased  in  Winchester,  I 
believe,  pale  olive  hackle,  quill  body,  and  dark 
wing — like  the  Blackbird  No.  1.  It  was  some- 
thing like  the  Olive  Dun.  I have  made  this 
remark  in  my  diary  : “ Whenever  a shower  comes 
on,  I have  noticed  lately  that  the  trout  cease  to 
rise  at  the  fly.  and  the  very  moment  the  rain  ceases 
they  commence  again.”  This  is  noteworthy,  but 
of  course  affords  no  rule,  as  occasionally  trout 
take  the  fly  grandly  in  a shower.  I jiresume 
that  some  atmospheric  depression  affected  the 
trout,  which  passed  away  with  the  show'er.  I 
got  in  all  101b.  of  front,  chiefly  with  00  “ doubles.” 

16th.  Gave  a lesson  in  fly-fishing  to  the 
minister,  but  did  not  succeed  in  basketing  many 
trout ; to  me  a dies  non. 

Trout  seem  expecting  change  of  weather. 

17th.  I awoke  to  the  sound  of  rain  driving  on 
my  window  pane.  So  the  instinct  of  the  trout  the 
previous  day  w’as  quite  correct,  or  rather  the 
depression  in  the  atmosphere  preceding  the  rain 
had  evidently  caused  the  trout  to  cease  feeding 
the  day  previous. 

Indeed,  as  the  conditions  were  all  favourable  to 
fly-fishing,  I was  so  struck  by  the  trout  not 
looking  about  for  the  fly,  that  I predicted  rain. 

As  a tributary  had  come  down  in  Hood,  and  the 
bottom  had  been  foul,  the  river  was  like  pea-soup, 
and  fishing  not  only  hopeless  but  disgusting.  I 
killed  three  trout  (lib.  in  all)  and  homo  by  noon. 


19th.  River  once  more  disturbed  by  rain,  yet 
not  in  flood — the  filthy  condition  of  the  water  so 
well  known  by  all  old  anglers.  However,  with 
00  “doubles”  I killed  541b.  of  trout  in  a dead 
calm,  but  after  a time  the  water  got  so  thick  that 
the  sickened  trout  ceased  to  rise  at  the  fly. 

20th.  River  slightly  brown,  but  not  much 
larger  in  volume.  Began  at  11  and  fished  with 
“doubles”  till  4 — killing  in  all  91b.  of  trout,  of 
good  average. 

2lst.  Day  gusty.  Trout  not  rising  at  all  well, 
and  only  for  a very  short  time.  Began  10.30  and 
reeled  up  line  at  3.30,  with  61b.  of  trout,  one  an 
extremely  shapely  fish  of  11b.  “ Doubles  ” again 
to  the  front. 

22nd.  Pished  the  Deveron  with  the  clear  w.iter 
worm,  and  killed  91b.  of  trout. 

23rd.  Pished  for  two  hours,  and  suddenly  d'S- 
covered  that  my  worm  bag  had  dropped  into  the 
stream,  and  had  to  go  home  again,  with  5f  lb.  of 
trout  with  “ worm.” 

24th.  Pished  the  Deveron  with  clear  water 
worm,  and  killed  13|lb.  of  trout,  two  of  them 
about  11b.  each.  River  very  low  and  clear,  and 
day  bright  and  sunny.  (13Alb.) 

26th.  Pished  the  Deveron  where  some  trees 
overhung  a thin  piece  of  rather  flat  water. 
Some  delicate  flies  seemed  dropping  from  the 
trees  with  transparent  wings  and  yellow  legs,  as 
the  branches  were  shaken  by  the  cold  easterly 
wind  blowing.  I got  6ib.  of  trout  with  small 
“ doubles.”  Glad  to  leave  off,  as  the  wind  was  so 
cutting.  (61b. — “doubles.”) 

27th.  Pished  the  Deveron.  The  day  was  cold 
and  dark  at  first,  brightening  up  a bit  subse- 
quently. With  “doubles”  I killed  five  or  six  trout, 
and  then  changed  to  worm,  and  killed  in  all  91b. 
My  last  day  on  the  Deveron  for  1890. 

{To  he  continued.) 


THE  SALMON  FISHERIES  OP 
NORWAY. 


{Continued  from  page  134.) 

“M.”  CONSIDERED  that  the  salmon  were  the 
property  of  the  nation,  and  that  it  was  unjust  to 
deprive  the  sea-fishermen  of  their  means  of 
living.  “ Let  us  take  one  example,”  said  he,  “ of 
how  the  law  is  carried  out  in  practice.  Among 
other  contrivances  for  the  capture  of  fish  on  the 
rivers,  they  have  a kind  of  cruive  with  a square 
opening  into  which  the  fish  go,  and  where  they 
must  remain  even  if  only  a pound  in  weight;  of 
these  they  can  take  as  many  as  they  please  if  they 
are  only  sharp  enough.  This  is  quite  as  bad  as 
taking  fish  with  the  rod  the  size  of  a finger  and 
hardly  big  enough  to  eat.  In  this  way  they  fish 
throughout  the  whole  season,  while  the  spawning 
time  lasts  until  October.  But  how  is  it  at  sea? 
Everyone  knows  that  there  is  no  use  in  fishing  at 
sea  unless  it  pays  to  do  so ; but  in  the  rivers  they 
fish  the  whole  of  the  time  they  are  allowed  to  do 
so,  and  they  are  not  so  very  particular  at  that ! 
Were  I to  do  such  a thing,  I would  be  punished. 
This  is  a cruelty  to  the  spawning  fish,  and  it  is 
pitiful  to  see  the  way  in  which  they  are  treated.” 

“ N.” — “ So  many  points,”  said  he,  “ have  already 
been  discussed  by  previous  speakers  that  I will 
be  very  brief.  As  regards  the  fishing  in  England 
and  Scotland,  I was  in  the  former  country  last 
year ; there  are  many  rich  people  who  own  the 
artificially  confined  falls  and  streams  over  there. 
The  inspector  showed  many  of  the  advantages, 
but  I think  it  would  be  instructive  to  refer  to  some 
of  the  disadvantages  which  remain  unnoticed. 
Here  with  us,  I think  it  quite  unnecessary  to 
have  a close  time  on  the  coast,  the  fishing  there  is 
protected  by  nature.  Two  to  two  and  a halt  months’ 
fishing  has  been  spoken  of,  but  many  months  are 
frec[uently  lost  from  natural  causes.  Is  is  also 
said  that  these  salmon  nets  are  very  harmful,  but 
they  do  not  extend  far  from  the  shore,  they  are 
used  in  the  tideway,  it  is  difficult  to  maintain 
them,  and,  when  autumn  comes  round,  the  sea- 
fishermen  are  obliged  to  take  them  up.  A life- 
boat society  has  been  suggested,  that  should,  I 
think,  be  especially  for  the  benefit  of  salmon 
fishers,  for  many  are  lost  every  year.  Landmark 
said  it  was  not  so  dangerous  for  the  sea-fishers  as 
they  asserted,  that  it  was  worse  for  the  river- 
fishermen.  That  is  quite  wrong.”  “The  men  in  the 
waterproof  clothes  have  been  referred  to ; yes, 
there  are  plenty  of  them  who  get  the  benefit  of 
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the  fishing,  but  they  would  not  take  the  food  from 
the  poor  man  if  they  knew  how  many  humble 
families  have  lost  their  means  of  living.  In  1888 
I was  in  Homsdal.  I went  about  seven  miles  up 
the  river,  where  dwelt  a wealthy  man.  I saw  the 
fish  which  were  taken  there;  they  were  nothing 
more  or  less  than  fresh-water  trout.  I talked 
with  many  of  the  farmers,  and  asked  how  it  was 
with  the  fishing,  and  they  replied  that  as  they 
had  not  done  well  at  it  before,  they  had  sold  their 
rights  to  the  Englishman.  The  latter  remains 
there  throughout  the  summer  only,  in  winter  he 
goes  home,  to  return  again  the  following  year 
with  many  friends.  'J'hese  pay  thousands  of 
kroners  for  the  right  to  fish,  and  others  in  the 
neighbourhood  have  sold  their  rights  to  the 
English,  who  fish  only  for  pleasure.” 

Referring  more  particularly  to  the  important 
fisheries  of  the  Drammen  Fjord,  “ P.”  and  those 
whom  be  represented,  considered  it  unfair  that 
netting  by  means  of  the  so-called  Smtti-garn  ” 
should  be  prohibited  for  such  a great  distance 
outside  the  mouth  of  the  river.  The  kind  of 
nets  employed  could  not  possibly,  he  thought, 
interfere  with  the  access  of  the  fish  to  the  river, 
especially  in  view  of  the  very  considerable  depth 
of  water  ; moreover,  they  were  only  set  for  from 
three  to  five  hours  in  every  twenty-four,  and  the 
salmon  (wind  and  tide  permitting)  ran  both  night 
and  day.  About  fourteen  miles  up  the  river  the 
fish  reached  Hellefos,  where  the  great  bulk  of 
them  remained  for  a considerable  period,  during 
which  the  owner  of  the  fishing  there  had  ample 
time  to  catch  them  within  the  lawful  hours.  A 
twenty-four  hours  weekly  close  time  he  con- 
sidered to  be  amply  sufficient.  Referring  to  the 
clause  in  the  new  Act  by  which,  *'  On  the  petition 
of  county  councils  the  Crown  may  by  Royal 
ordinance  extend  the  weekly  close  time  for  bag 
nets  or  similar  nets  on  the  sea,  and  for  any 
appliance  used  for  catching  salmon  or  sea-trout 
on  the  rivers  or  lakes,  save  rod  and  line,”  the 
speaker  objected  to  it  strongly  on  the  ground  that 
these  county  councils — Amts  formandshaher — 
were  frequently  composed  to  a great  extent  of 
river  fishery  proprietors,  whose  interest  of  course 
it  was  that  the  netting  on  the  fjords  and  on  the 
sea  coast  should  be  limited  as  much  as  possible. 

He  also  protested  against  the  loss  of  property 
to  the  poorer  class  of  fisherman  which  must 
result  from  the  confiscation  of  his  nets  implied 
by  the  alteration  in  the  size  of  the  mesh  and  by 
Clause  25,  which  briefly  runs  thus  : “Contraven- 
tions of  the  above-mentioned  provisions  are 
punishable  by  fines  of  from  kr.  10  to  kr.  500, 
and  the  fish  caught,  or  bought,  or  sold,  or 
exposed  for  sale,  or  its  value,  and  in  some 
instances  the  nets  or  ti’aps  used  are  forfeited.” 

“ Our  nets,”  he  said,  “ are  thirty  fathoms  long 
and  three  deep,  and  cost  kr.  20'  to  kr.  25  each, 
and  an  ordinary  set  consists  of  from  six  to  eight 
of  these.  Anyone  can  easily  understand  what 
an  amount  of  capital  this  represents.” 

Here,  and  in  connection  with  the  above,  it  may 
not  be  inappropriate  to  describe  briefly  the 
Drammen  and  Lierelv  fishery  district,  next  to 
the  Mandal  the  most  important  in  Norway.  It 
includes  the  Drammen  river  itself,  the  Lierelv, 
and  a considerable  tract  of  fjord  extending  as 
far  south  as  Horten. 

The  last  named  stream  is  of  no  great  size  or 
importance,  having  a course  some  thirty  miles  only 
in  length,  and  its  migratory  inhabitants  consisting 
mainly  of  sea-trout.  The  Drammen,  on  the  other 
hand,  drains  a vast  tract  of  country,  and  has  a 
course  of  170  miles,  and  is  frequented  almost 
entirely  by  salmon,  which  average  throughout 
nearly  191b.  in  an  ordinary  year. 

Unfortunately,  the  lower  part  of  its  course  is 
obstructed  by  a number  of  falls,  which  practically 
close  some  extensive  lakes  and  what  would  other- 
wise undoubtedly^  be  a most  productive  water- 
system  to  the  ascending  fish.  One  of  the  largest 
of  these  lakes,  the  ‘ Tyritjord,”  lies  almost  due 
west  of  Christiania,  and  out  of  this  the  main  river 
flows — a splendid  stream.  A few  miles  lower 
down  it  is  joined  by  an  important  tributary,  the 
Snarum  river,  which  also  descends  from  another 
extensive  sheet  of  water  called  “KroJeren.” 
From  the  salt  water  upwards  to  the  point  of 
j unction  there  are  three  fosses : the  Hellefos, 
already  referred  to  as  the  lowermost,  the 
Dovikfos,  and  the  Embretsfos;  above  the  point 
of  juncture  and  the  Tyrifjord  there  is  the 
Gravfos,  and  on  the  Snarum  river,  besides  a 


tremendous  rapid  about  two  miles  in  length, 
called  the  Kistifos,  there  are  the  Upper  and 
Lower  Kaggefos  (the  former  fifty  feet  in  height), 
all  of  which,  to  be  rendered  passable,  require 
ladders  or  passes.  After  a series  of  careful 
examinations  of  these  obstacles,  Herr  Landtnark 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Gravfos,  on  the 
main  river  immediately  above  the  point  of 
junction,  rendered  access  to  the  Tyrifjord 
and  the  extensive  upper  waters  above  it 
impossible.  “ Under  ordinary  circumstances, 
he  writes,  “ it  might,  perhaps,  be  possible, 
in  spite  of  difficulties  on  the  banks  and  the 
considerable  height  of  the  foss  (45  feet),  without 
excessive  cost  to  construct  a pass  of  tolerably 
satisfactory  efficiency  at  Gravfossen;  but  on 
account  of  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the 
considerable  Snarum  river,  I consider  it  more 
than  likely  that  by  far  the  greatest  part  of  the 
quantity  of  salmon  coming  up  as  far  as  Grav- 
fossen, will  prefer  to  ascend  the  Snarum  river 
instead  of  the  comparatively  small  body  of  water 
which  the  ladder  would  carry.  Even  a particu- 
larly well-constructed  and  well-placed  ladder  at 
the  Gravfos,  therefore,  will,  in  all  likelihood  be 
passed  by  a comparatively  small  number  of 
salmon.”  . , 

There  would  also  appear  to  be  serious  difficul- 
ties in  the  way  of  introducing  the  migratory  fish 
by  way  of  the  Snarum  river  into  the  large  lake 
Kriideren  and  thence  to  the  extensive  river 
reaches  in  Hallingdal.  Referring  to  these,  the 
Inspector  writes : “ There  is  supposed  to  be  a 
great  likelihood  of  bringing  salmon  up  into 
Kriideren  through  the  Snarum  river,  although 
neither  there  can  the  conditions  be  said  to  be 
very  favourable.  There  is  especially  the  Kistifos, 
which  is  calculated  to  raise  a doubt  as  to  the 
realisation  of  the  undertaking.  In  this  foss,  with 
its  two  to  three  kilometres  in  length,  and  its 
total  descent  of  about  thirty-five  metres,  and 
which  in  nearly  its  entire  distance  is  surrounded 
by  high,  almost  perpendicular,  cliffs,  there  is  no 
single  steep  fall  which  would  cause  the  salmon 
any  difficulty  worth  speaking  of.  But  as  the 
river  in  the  whole  of  this  distance,  practically 
without  the  least  break,  rushes  violently  and  with 
very  rapid  current,  the  passage  of  the  whole  of 
this  portion  must  certainly  be  very  fatiguing; 
indeed,  during  high  water,  I may  say  simply 
impossible.  To  undertake  anything  whereby  the 
passage  through  this  roach  should  be  facilitated 
to  an'y  extent  worth  naming  thei’e  can  be  no 
question  of,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  banks. 
During  low  and  very  low  states  of  the  water,  on 
the  other  hand,  I must  admit  that  salmon  will  be 
able  to  get  through  this  portion  of  the  river,  and 
the  points  further  up  the  Snarum  river,  where 
the  passage  at  present  is  rendered  impossible  by 
fosses,  it  will  be  possible  to  make  accessible  by 
ladders,  although  even  at  those  places  hardly 
during  high  water.  Altogether,  in  order  to  give 
the  salmon  access  to  Kroderen,  from  which 
they  would  then  be  enabled  to  far  up  through 
Hallingdal  by  a river  which  appears  to  offer 
very  favourable  conditions  for  their  increase, 
there  would  be  required  five  ladders,  namely  at 
Hellefos,  Dovikfos,  and  Embretsfos  on  the  main 
river,  and  at  the  Upper  and  Lower  Kaggefos  on 
the  Snarum  river.” 

As  such  passes  are  practically  all  blasted  out 
of  the  solid  rock,  the  cost  of  this  series  must 
necessarily  be  very  considerable,  and  to  this,  of 
course,  must  be  added  the  indemnities  payable  to 
the  existing  owners  of  the  fisheries,  some  of 
which,  especially  that  at  Hellefos,  are  very 
valuable. 

On  the  Drammen  there  are  numerous  saw-mills, 
and  the  discharge  from  these  does  an  infinity  of 
injury  not  only  to  the  spawning  beds,  but  also  to 
the  full-grown  fish,  by  getting  into  their  gills 
and  choking  them.  In  addition  to  this  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  mouth  of  the  river  is  frequented 
by  large  numbers  of  poachers,  who,  in  spite  of 
every  effort  to  put  them  down,  and  of  the  inflic- 
tion of  many  fines  yearly,  carry  on  their  unlawful 
work  with  the  greatest  persistency. 

From  these  remarks  it  will  appear  that  there 
is  much  room  for  improvement  in  regard  iiot 
only  to  the  salmon  fisheries  of  this  fine  river 
itself  but  to  the  slate  of  matters  at  its  mouth, 
and  that  an  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the 
new  law  is  highly  desirable,  more  especially  that 
which  creates  a three  days  weekly  close  time  for 
ihe  nets  in  the  fjord. 


Walmiana 

The  Thames  remains  much  as  it  was  last  week 
—low  and  clear.  For  a few  hours  there  was  a 
slight  rise  and  thickening  of  the  water,  but  it  all 
passed  before  evening,  leaving  matters  much  as 
they  were  before.  After  the  wet  riightP,  ^ 
many  kinds  have  been  feeding  fairly  well,  and  the 
clear  water  has  been  very  favourable  for  live- 
baiting  for  jack  with  float  tackle  fished  some 
distance  from  the  boat.  It  takes  a very  great 
deal  of  rain  to  colour  the  Thames  in  ordinary 
season,  but  by  degrees  the  land  in  the  Thames 
Valley  is  becoming  more  and  more  saturated,  and 
I should  imagine  that  twenty-four  hours  heavy 
rain  would  make  its  mark  on  the  river. 


For  more  than  thirty  years  there  has  been 
no  year  so  dry  as  this  has  been  during  the  last 
seven  months.  Mr.  J.  G.  Symons,  F.R.S  , who 
has  been  taking  observations  since  1858,  has  only 
once  previously  registered  the  rainfall  of  four 
consecutive  months  at  less  than  an  inch  each. 
This  will  be  quite  the  dryest  year  on  record 
unless  we  have  a good  deal  of  rain  between  now 
and  the  end  of  December. 


I HAVE  had  a curious  instance  of  anglers’ 
luck  this  week.  One  bright,  calm,  sunny  morning 
I thought  I would  spend  a few  lazy  hours  on 
the  Thames,  with  a live  bait  out,  on  the  chance  of 
a strav  jack.  I fixed  my  punt  in  a run  between 
a bank  of  reeds  and  the  shore,  and  in  an  hour 
and  a half  had  five  runs,  catching  four  fish, 
three  of  which,  though  not  very  large,  were 
sizeable.  The  water  was  excessively  clear  and 
absolutely  calm,  though  there  was  a slight  air 
from  the  north,  and  the  sun  was  so  bright  that 
I could  clearly  see  the  sunken  willow  leaves 
lying  at  the  bottom.  No  one  would  have  called 
it  a good  jack  fishing  day. 

Thixkinh  the  jack  had  perhaps  come  on  the 
feed  for  a timei  I went  out  the  following  day 
well  prepared  with  baits,  tackle,  and  so  forth. 
The  wind  had  gone  right  round  to  the  south,  and 
was  blowing  freshly.  The  sun  was  clouded  over, 
and  so  favourable  were  the  conditions  that  I 
expected  first-rate  sport.  I fished  most  carefully 
all  the  best  water  in  the  neighbourhood,^  both 
spinning  and  live  baiting,  until  four  o clock 
without  catching  anything,  when  I brought  into 
the  punt  a wretched  little  jicklet  of  a pound, 
which  had  risen  at  the  bleak  I was  spinning  as  if 
it  were  a fly*  At  five  o clock  I poled  the  punt 
into  a little  sheltered  corner  with  the  intention 
of  catching  a few  baits  for  future  use.  I threw 
out  the  live  bait  a few  yards  away  over  the  end 
of  the  punt,  and  was  just  putting  the  plummet 
on  my  roach  tackle,  when,  looking  round,  I saw 
the  jack  float  had  disappeared.  I struck,  and  in 
due 'course  struck  and  gaffed  a pike  of  5!b. ; re- 
baited the  tackle,  threw  it  in  again,  and  then 
recommenced  to  attach  the  plummet  to  the  roach 
hook.  Before  I could  get  it  on  the' hook,  the 
man  who  was  with  me  said,  “ A'ou’ve  got  another 
run,  sir,”  and  there  was  my  float  scudding  away 
about  six  inches  below  the  water.  I dropped 
the  roach  rod  as  if  it  were  red  hot,  seized  the 
pike  rod,  and  hooked  another  fish,  which  proved 
to  be  a pike  of  41b.  This  distnrbance  proved  too 
much  for  the  roach,  and  it  was  too  late  to  gO'to 
another  swim.  ■; 

I oiENTiosED  last  wcek  that  Sir  Gilbert  EasL 
who  was  the  leader  of  the  riparian  owners  on  thp 
Board  of  Thames  Conservancy,  had  resigned;, 
The  Conservators  have  appointed  in  his  plac? 
Mr.  Blount,  of  Mapledurham,  whose  name  will  bo 
familiar  to  most  readers  of  the  Fishing  GcizelCe 
in  connection  with  the  famous  fishery  case  in 
which  he  and  Mr.  Granville  Ijayard  took  part. 
I have  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Mr.  Blount 
several  times,  and  there  is  certainly  no  one  among 
the  riparian  owners  whom  1 would  rather  see  as 
a Conservator.  Whether  it  is  right  that  the 
public  of  the  Upper  Thames  should  be  almost 
entirely  represenied  by  riparian  owners,  whose 
interests  are  in  many  respects  very  different  to 
theirs,  is  open  to  question.  It  is  a fundamental 
principle  ol  our  Constitution  tliat  t^ixation  should 
carry  with  it  the  right  of  representation,  but  it 
cannot  be  said  that,  as  regards  the  upper  river, 
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many  thousands  of  persons  from  such  towns  as 
Reading,  Oxford,  Maidenhead,  Windsor,  Marlow, 
&c.,  who  use  the  river  and  are  taxed  for  its  main- 
tenance, are  represented  on  the  board.  Riparian 
owners,  who  are  so  strongly  represented,  are, 
oddly  enough,  not  taxed  at  all. 

I SEE  that  Mr.  A.  J.  Rudd,  who  has  been  taking 
exception  to  my  views  on  Norfolk  roach  fishing 
in  his  “ Angling  Notes  ” in  the  Norfolk  Standard, 
returns  to  the  charge  in  his  letter  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette  last  week.  I really  have  no  wish  or  idea 
to  crab  Norfolk  fishing.  The  point  at  issue,  as  I 
understand  it,  is  that  I came  to  the  conclusion 
that  roach  generally  run  small,  but  good  roach 
fishing  was  to  be  obtained  in  certain  spots,  while 
Mr.  Rudd  contends  that  in  the  broads  and  rivers 
of  Norfolk  the  roach  generally  run  a good  average 
size,  and  that  only  in  exceptional  places  are  they 
small;  in  fact,  he  gives  Wroxham  as  the  only 
instance  of  a place  where  the  general  average  of 
roach  is  below  the  Thames  limit.  I wonder,  by 
the  way,  if  he  has  ever  fished  Oulton  Broad,  to  go 
to  the  other  end  of  the  river.  I very  rarely  form 
conclusions  respecting  any  water  without  having 
a most  extensive  experience  of  it,  unless,  as  in  this 
instance,  my  experiences  and  the  views  of  every- 
one I consulted  on  the  subject  are  in  accord.  Mr. 
Rudd  is  the  very  first  person  I have  ever 
heard  say  that  the  roach  in  Norfolk  generally 
run  a good  average  size  ; and,  on  the  contrary,  I 
have  heard  very  general  complaints,  not  from  one 
or  two,  but  from  many  anglers,  of  the  small  size 
of  the  fish  which  they  catch  when  they  go  to 
Norfolk.  In  forming  my  conclusion  in  this  case, 
I relied  far  more  on  what  I had  heard  from  a 
great  many  people  than  from  the  test  I gave  the 
water  myself.  Mr.  Rudd  is  mistaken  in  thinking 
that  I was  not  on  the  Broads  before  Sept.  16.  1 
paid  several  visits  to  them  before  that  date, 
and  I can  remember  the  time  when  large  bream 
and  roach  were  to  be  caught  in  Mutford  Broad, 
now  better  known  as  Oulton  Broad.  This  column 
is  particularly  intended  for  the  benefit  of  anglers 
all  over  the  kingdom,  and  it  has  always  been 
my  particular  aim  to  lead  no  one  astray  by 
recommending  any  place  without  pointing  out  its 
drawbacks.  With  regard  to  Norfolk  fishing,  I 
consider  it  most  essential  that  those  who  go  after 
roach  should  select  the  spot  they  intend  fishing 
with  very  great  care.  The  best  roacb  fishing 
seems  to  be  in  the  rivers  and  not  in  the  broads, 
and  the  large  steamboats,  yachts,  and  wherries 
which  are  frequently  passing  up  and  down  these 
narrow  waterways  are  decided  drawbacks  from 
the  angler’s  point  of  view.  But  if  the  angler 
chooses  his  place  well,  and  rises  early,  before  the 
traffic  commences,  and  shows  a little  more  skill 
than  that  exhibited  by  the  Thames  angler  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Rudd,  he  will  be  very  pleased 
indeed  with  the  fishing  to  be  obtained  in  Norfolk. 
By  the  way,  Mr.  Rudd  seems  to  have  assumed 
that  I had  very  bad  sport,  and  says  it  is  a pity  I 
did  not  go  there  in  July  and  August.  I have 
made  no  complaint  about  the  sport  I had.  This  is 
my  last  word  on  the  subject. 

Templar. 

SOME  NOTES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

{Continued  from  page  321.) 

By  0.  0.  D. 

The  two  chief  swims  for  bream  at  St.  Neots 
are  (1)  by  tbe  brewery  wall,  and  (2)  the  warren 
swim  about  half  a mile  down  stream  to  the  left, 
just  before  one  gets  to  the  first  clump  of  trees 
growing  close  to  the  water’s  edge,  the  branches 
dipping  in  the  stream.  These  swims  are  con- 
stantly kept  baited  by  Mr.  Scard,  and  must  be 
fished  from  a boat.  His  charge  for  a boat 
or  punt  is  3s.  per  day.  For  a punt,  man, 

and  baits  of  all  kinds  for  pike  and  otherwise, 
10s.  per  day.  Anglers  preferring  to  fish  from 
the  bank  for  roach  and  bream,  &c.,  can  do  so  at 
various  places  in  the  three  miles  of  free  water. 
In  the  first  mentioned  swim  Mr.  Chasty,  of  St. 
Neots,  took  the  largest  bream  this  season,  it 
weighed  6|lb.,  and  has  been  made  beautiful  for 
ever;  but, owing  to  the  long  drought  and  exces- 
sively bright  water,  good  takes  of  fish  have  been 
few  and  far  between,  and  according  to  the 
reports  received  from  several  stations  (Hunting- 
ton  to  wit)  the  season  has  been  a failure. 
Even  night  fishermen  have  frequently  met  with 


indifferent  success.  The  novice  must  not 
forget  that  in  this  river,  where  there  is  one 
bream  taken  in  the  day,  there  are  a dozen  taken 
at  night.  All  fish  were  dead  off  during  my 
visit,  and  no  matter  where  my  friend  and  I tried, 
what  style  we  adopted,  or  what  baits  we  used, 
the  result  was  always  the  same.  One  local 
angler  I met  near  Hemmingford  Mill  said  he  had 
been  out  nine  times  and  taken  one  small  roach. 
“ What ! ” “ One  small  roach,  sir.”  A pike  fisher- 
man wanting  baits  could  not  even  take  one  small 
roach.  A London  club  angler  at  Houghton  Lock,  a 
man  who  knew  the  river  well,  told  me  he  had 
caught  three  small  perch  in  two  days.  He  said  : 
“ The  reason  is  not  far  to  seek,  the  fish  are  feed- 
ing on  the  great  abundance  of  natural  food,  also 
on  the  surface  in  the  evening,  and  about  5 o’clock 
more  particularly  you  can  see  for  yourself.”  He 
was  right.  It  was  a glorious  evening.  The  sun 
was  setting  in  a mass  of  crimson,  purple,  and 
gold,  and  as  thousands  of  swallows  were  skim- 
ming Houghton  meadows — sometimes  they  came 
so  close  that  we  could  see  them  taking  the  daddy- 
longlegs in  the  sunbeams  as  plainly  as  possible 
(a  species  of  crane  tiy) — so  were  the  fish  rising  in 
such  numbers,  and  taking  in  the  flies  above 
Houghton  Lock,  that  it  looked  like  the  com- 
mencement of  a gentle  shower  of  rain,  the  surface, 
far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  being  literally  covered 
with  tiny  rings.  But  it  was  all  over  in  less  than 
half  an  hour,  and  the  water  was  once  more  like  a 
sheet  of  glass.  Nothing  is  more  difficult  for  a 
novice,  or  anyone  unacquainted  with  this  river, 
than  to  succeed  in  taking  fish  when  it  is  so  low  and 
bright  that  one  can  see  every  bit  of  weed,  stone, 
and  pebble  on  the  bottom,  for  Ouse  fish  greatly 
object  to  being  looked  at,  and  keep  at  a very 
respectful  distance ; therefore,  I say,  do  not  go  to 
the  Ouse  on  the  off  chance  with  the  expectation  of 
having  any  sport  worth  speaking  of,  unless  you 
know  that  whatever  fish  you  are  after  are 
well  on  the  feed,  as  I am  informed  the  roach  are 
at  Littleport  at  the  present  time.  It  is  a good 
period  now  for  both  floating  and  ledgering. 

On  one  occasion  I heard  of  a good  take  of  bream 
in  the  Ouse  in  hot  weather,  even  in  the  day 
time,  simply  because  the  fortunate  angler  began 
to  fish  where  a shoal  had  congregated,  and  they 
happened  to  be  on  the  feed.  But  how  often  does 
this  happen  ? In  this  case  no  one  was  more 
astonished  than  the  angler  himself.  The  experi- 
ment was  repeated  on  the  following  day,  but  the 
result  was,  of  course,  a blank.  In  my  humble 
opinion  it  is  very  little  use  ground-baiting  for 
bream,  unless  one  knows  for  certain  that  they  are 
there.  Many  a bream  swim  on  the  Ouse  is  spoilt 
for  days  from  being  over  baited. 

From  one  to  three  pecks  (in  some  cases  three- 
quarters  of  a sack)  of  fresh  grains,  and  hundreds 
of  lobs,  are  thrown  in,  in  comparatively  dead 
water,  in  a deep  hole  where  there  is  not  a single 
bream,  nor  likely  to  be.  The  result  is  it  is  not 
long  before  these  grains  turn  bad ; a shoal  of 
bream  then  comes  along,  tests  or  smells  the  fetid 
mass,  and  at  once  departs  to  “ fresh  woods  and 
pastures  new,”  and  so  the  game  goes  on. 

A Narrow  Squeak. — When  fishing  the  brewery 
swim,  the  punt  is  fastened  to  rings  let  in  the 
wall,  and  it  was  at  this  swim  that  a gentleman, 
after  being  told  not  to  take  hold  of  anything, 
when  the  boat  was  being  pushed  off  from  the 
wall-side  or  brickwork,  did  grasp  and  hold  on  to 
a ring  in  spite  of  himself,  lost  his  balance,  and 
fell  in  head  first.  One  does  it  without  thinking. 

I nearly  did  it  myself,  in  spite  of  the  warning  I 
had  received.  Mr.  Scard  (whose  back  was 
towards  the  gentleman)  heard  a tremendous 
splash,  and,  turning  round,  seized  hold  of  the 
struggling  angler  as  quickly  as  possible ; and  a 
nice  job  he  told  me  he  had  to  get  him  into  the 
boat,  for  he  weighed  over  15  stone,  and  shortly 
after,  duly  appeared  at  the  Angel  looking  like 
the  proverbial  drowned  rat,  a sadder,  and  let 
us  hope,  wiser  man. 

A Startling  Object. — Late  one  evening,  whilst  a 
Mr.  Graham  was  reaching  in  the  Ouse  near  St. 
Neots,  he  had  caught  and  was  playing  a fair-sized 
roach,  when,  to  his  astonishment,  something 
looking  like  a bundle  of  rags  appeared  on  the 
scene,  and  when  he  pulled  the  fish  up  to  the 
surface  he  was  surprised  to  see  a large  otter  seize 
the  roach,  but  catching  sight  of  Mr.  Graham, 
it  immediately  disappeared. 

A Phenomenal  Take. — One  November,  in  three 
consecutive  days,  Mr.  Scard  says  he  succeeded  in 


landing  l|cwt.  of  pike,  and  a large  number  of 
people  watched  him  from  the  bridge.  Those  set 
up  in  the  bar  range  from  17Jlb.  to  61b.  or  71b. ; the 
former  specimen  being  a very  fine,  beautifully 
marked  fish.  He  has  taken  perch  up  to  3|lb., 
his  two  largest  roach  weigh  2lh.  3oz.  and  2ib  2oz. 
respectively,  and  were  taken  ledgering  with  the 
tail  end  of  a lob.  The  Ouse  is  chiefly  noted  for 
its  bream,  pike,  chub,  and  perch ; gudgeon  and 
eels  are  numerous.  Tench  and  carp  are  not  by 
any  means  plentiful.  Dace  do  not  abound  in  the 
main  stream,  though  good  specimens  are  some-  • 
times  taken  in  the  brooks ; and  barbel  and  trout 
are  conspicaous  by  their  absence.  Both  minnows 
and  dace  are  often  very  difficult  to  get,  and 
should  be  obtained  beforehand. 

Although  trout,  as  stated,  are  seldom  heard  of,  it  | 
is  a remarkable  fact  that  last  winter  a fine  speci- 
men, weighing  101b.,  was  entrapped  in  the  eel  leap 
at  St.  Neots  paper  mill,  and  is  now  in  tbe  pos- 
session of  R.  "Toogood,  Esq.,  of  Riverside,  S".  ■ 

Neots.  No  one  seems  to  know  where  this  trout 
came  from,  and  no  fewer  than  eight  bushels  of  I 
eels  were  caught  the  same  evening — probably  the  I 
silver-bellied  eels,  making  for  the  sea.  Near  the 
above  mill  there  is  a grand  pool,  a perfect  oval  | 
in  shape,  with  lovely  grassy  banks,  very  deep  in  I 
places,  and  containing  good  pike,  chub,  perch,  i 
bream,  &c.,  but  to  ensure  success  ground-baiting 
is  necessary.  It  was  in  this  pool  I managed  to 
circumvent  a l^lb.  chub  with  a bunch  of  gentles  ; 
fishing  over  the  high  handrail  of  the  bridge  from 
the  road,  and  it  took  down  the  float  more  like  an 
aldermanic  roach  than  a chub. 

Mr.  Scard,  of  the  Angel  Inn,  is  an  old  member 
of  the  Bloomsbury  Brothers  Club.  He  can  And 
good  accommodation  for  twelve  or  fifteen 
anglers ; could  arrange  with  clubs  for  pegged- 
down  matches.  His  viands  are  good ; cooking 
excellent.  He  is  a most  enthusiastic  angler;  in 
short,  a perfect  sticker ; a capital  performer  on 
the  banjo  and  other  instruments  ; fond  of  a good 
sing-song ; and,  being  well  acquainted  with  all 
the  chief  swims  and  pike  haunts  of  this  noted 
fishery,  leaves  no  stone  unturned  to  give  satis- 
faction to  his  numerous  customers. 


A DAY  ON  THE  SHIN. 


It  was  August  in  187 — , and  in  response  to  an 
invitation  from  my  old  friend.  General  M , to 
have  a day  on  the  upper  end  of  the  Shin,  I arrived 
at  Inveran  in  the  early  morning,  and,  accom- 
panied by  a kindly  and  genial  Scot,  who  has 
since  gone  over  to  the  majority,  drove  up  the 
three  miles  to  tbe  nearest  part  of  the  General’s 
fishing.  My  friend  H.  was  no  fisher,  but  he  was 
possessed  of  much  dry  humour,  and  could 
thoroughly  appreciate  the  sayings  and  doings  at 
a river  side. 

The  keeper,  J.  M.,  was  waiting  to  meet  us,  but 
it  was  scarcely  necessary  for  him  to  remark  that 
“ she  was  in  grand  order.”  I had  seen  that  as  I 
crossed  the  river  at  Inveran  Bridge,  and  if  I had 
the  making  of  the  water  I could  noc  have  made  it 
more  fit,  and  your  readers  know  the  sensation,  as 
looking  on  such  a river  as  the  Shin,  and  m such 
conditions,  the  fisherman  feels  as  he  hastily  puts 
his  greenheart  together. 

The  keeper  had  been  out  the  previous  day  and 
got  six  salmon  and  a grilse  or  two,  and  of 
course  I commenced  with  the  same  fly — a fairly 
large  Jock  Scott.  Pool  after  pool  was  tried,  and 
fly  after  fly — the  whole  stretch  of  water  seemed 
utterly  devoid  of  fish  ; not  one  moved.  Two 
o’clock,  and  the  basket  was  empty — except  for 
the  lunch.  The  thing  was  incomprehensible;  so 
we  sat  down  at  the  “ Meadow  Pool,”  and,  whilst 
administering  comfort  to  the  inner  man  and 
looking  over  the  fly  books,  we  were  joined  by  my 
friend  and  comrade  on  many  an  occasion, 
“ Simon”  the  gillie. 

Simon  was  not  only  one  of  the  keenest  and 
shrewdest  observers  I have  ever  known,  but  was, 
as  all  Shin  fishers  from  the  forties  downwards 
know,  a grand  fisher,  and  with  it  all  an  ex- 
tremely modest  one.  Very  seldom  did  he  venture 
to  offer  much  in  the  way  of  an  opinion ; always 
preferred  to  let  his  employers  have  tbe  glory  of 
not  only  hooking  their  fish  but  hooking  them 
with  flies  of  their  own  choosing;  & fault  which, 
for  my  part,  I wish  other  gillies  would  more 
frequently  be  guilty  of. 

I retailed  my  woes  to  Simon,  and  we  had,  whilst 
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enioying  our  pipes,  a confab  as  to  what  sort  of 

thing  the  fish  would  be  likely  to  take. 

The  morning  had  been  bright,  but  with  fine 
fleecy  clouds  and  just  such  a wind  as  made  it 
easy  to  fish  every  corner ; but  now  the  day  dark- 
ened and  threatened  rain,  and  your  readers  will 
remember  that  the  day  I am  writing  about  was  in 
the  seventies  and  long  before  the  principle  ot 
hr-ght  flies  on  bright,  and  dark  flies  on  dark,  days 
was  (to  me  at  any  rate)  known. 

After  very  mature  consideration,  “ Simon, 
much  to  the  amusement  of  the  keeper,  picked 
out  what  I can  only  describe  as  a dirty  little 
black  fly — dark  pig’s  wool,  half  black  and  halt 
green,  and  no  wings  to  speak  of.  “ Try  that, 
sir.”  I had  bought  it  at  some  time  or  other  from 
old  “Blind  Bob”  in  Alness,  and  its  value  to 
Bob  was  certainly  not  more  than  6d.  I com- 
menced at  the  top  of  the  pool,  and  much  to  my 
astonishment  I was  into  a grilse  almost  im- 
mediately, then  a little  lower  down  another  and 
yet  another.  These  landed,  I was  near  the  tail 
of  the  pool,  where  an  old  stump  hung  over  the 
water.  Standing  on  this  and  casting  almost  on 
the  very  end  of  the  tail  I hooked  a 15-pounder, 
clean  run.  He  was  lightly  hooked,  and  made  a 
rush  on  the  top  of  the  water  close  to  the  tree 
stamp.  As  he  passed  Simon  gaffed  him,  and  the 
hook  dropped  out.  He  was  not  two  minutes  on 

the  hook.  j t cn  j 

My  companion  was  delighted  now,  and  i fitted 
up  a 14- feet  rod  for  him  and  gave  him  in 
charge  to  Simon,  but  he  soon  found  out  that 
fishing  for  salmon  was  not  so  easy  as  he  imagined. 
Se  flogged  and  Simon  looked  on,  but  offered  no 
advice,  until  my  friend  said,  “Well,  Simon,  what 
do  you  think  of  my  casting  ? “ Oh,  you  re 

doing  vera  weel,  sir,  but  you  needn  t catch  the 
paling  behind.”  The  fact  being  that  my  friend  s 
hook  had  been  cracked  off  a considerable  time 
before  on  the  said  “ paling  ” without  his  knowing 
it. 

That  was  a little  too  much,  and  he  joined  me 
just  as  I was  in  a “ thraple  ” with  an  ugly  old  red 
rascal  in  a pool  a little  lower  down,  at  the  tail 
of  which  there  was  an  island,  past  which  the 
river  ran  very  quickly ; and  trees  hanging  over 
from  the  banks  rendered  it  impossible  to  follow  a 

fish.  _ . 

Having  got  my  red  friend  into  a somewhat 
reasonable  frame  of  mind,  I handed  the  rod  to 
my  friend  to  finish  him  off ; but,  as  is  often  the 
case,  the  change  of  hands  changed  the  fish’s 
temper,  and  away  he  went  down  the  far  off  side. 
After  a considerable  amount  of  coaxing  and 
pressure  I got  him  back,  and  again  my  friend  was 
given  the  rod.  This  time  .the  fish  chose  the  near 
side  of  the  island  to  get  rid  of  our  company,  and 
then  Simon’s  language  was  not  nice.  He  audibly 
called  H.  a fool,  and  asked  me  if  I wanted  to  lose 
the  “ fush,”  if  so,  “ it  was  no  business  of  his,  of 
course.”  At  last  the  kipper  was  landed— 18|lb., 
but  ten  years  afterwards  I heard  H.  gravely  state 
his  weight  at  38|lb.  That’s  a way  these  salmon 
have  of  growing  after  they  are  dead ! A.  M. 


AN  ANGLING  CLUB  IN  THE  FIFTIES 


By  Straw  Hat. 

Forty  years  ago,  although  fishermen  were 
plentiful,  angling  clubs  were  not  nearly  so 
numerous  as  they  are  at  the  present  day.  It  is 
true  that  there  were  many  so-called  societies ; 
but  they  were  chiefly  constituted  by  veterans  in 
the  piscatorial  art,  who  were  extremely  choice  in 
their  selection  of  members,  and  careful  as  regards 
electing  those  candidates  who  offered  themselves 
for  membership.  Our  little  society  at  Chelsea- 
on-Thames  mustered  about  thirty  members,  and 
we  called  ourselves  the  “Merry  Friends.”  Once 
every  week  we  met  at  the  Chelsea  Pensioner, 
which  was  situated  at  the  southern  corner  of 
Smith-street,  Chelsea,  immediately  opposite  the 
College  gates,  at  the  Queen’s-road  end  of  the 
celebrated  hospital,  popularly  supposed  to  have 
been  founded  by  Nell  Gwynne.  Tradition  gave 
it  that  the  sign  of  the  hostelry  acquired  its  name 
from  an  accident  that  happened  to  one  of  the  old 
“ geese,”  as  the  inmates  of  the  hospital  were 
called,  the  said  “ goose,”  in  attempting  to  get  to 
his  “ward”  under  a heavy  press  of  sail,  was  so 
unlucky  as  to  insert  the  end  of  his  wooden  leg 
in  a plug-hole,  as  he  was  crossing  the  road  to 
enter  the  gates.  Rendered  erratic  by  the  amount 


of  liquor  which  he  had  on  board,  the  old  Waterloo 
veteran  travelled  round  and  round  the  plug, 
utterly  oblivious  of  the  fact  that  his  timber  toe 
was  almost  a fixture,  until  he  fell  from  exhaus- 
tion and  sheer  giddiness.  But  to  return  to  our 
Merry  Friends,  the  majority  of  the  ]>irty  were 
oldsters  who  had  passed  the  meridian  of  life,  and 
who  had  determined  to  sjiend  the  remainder  of 
their  brief  spice  on  earth  in  the  quiet  following 
of  the  gentle  art  which  acknowledges  Izaak 
Walton  as  its  patron  saint.  There  were  several 
youngsters  informally  admitted  into  the  club,  of 
which  number  I was  one  of  the  fortunately 
selected  few.  We  juniors,  as  we  were  termed, 
were  a very  lively  set  of  about  half  a dozen, 
whose  exploits  chiefly  consisted  in  peaching  the 
big  roach,  either  from  the  two  ponds  in  the 
College  grounds,  or  doing  ditto  in  the  ^ Itnclo- 
snre  ” within  the  limits  of  St.  James  s laik. 
Cur  plan  was  on  this  wise  : Generally  four  of  our 
number,  and  occasionally  six,  would  adjourn  to 
the  selected  ponds.  We  would  then  separate  into 
two  parties,  edging  as  far  away  from  the  College 
guard  or  the  jiark  keeper  as  we  possibly  could. 
Cur  object  was  to  get  the  official  upon  one  side  of 
the  lake  so  as  to  enable  us  to  carry  on  our 
predatorial  pursuit  upon  the  opposite  bank. 
When  matters  were  thus  comfortably  arranged, 
we  threw  in  a little  chewed  bread,  and  with  a hook 
and  line  affixed  to  a walking  stick,  the  hook  being 
baited  with  paste,  we  cast  in  close  to  the  bank. 
The  fish  were  almost  as  sociable  as  the  gold  fish 
in  the  Hampton  Court  ponds,  and  we  seldom 
failed  in  landing  a dozen  or  so  of  extremely  fine 
fish.  This  went  on  until  the  pursuit  became  so 
hot  that  we  were  obliged  at  times  to  make  con- 
siderable haste  over  the  park  railings  in  the  one 
case,  or  to  run  along  the  Thames  shore  in  the  other. 
At  last  we  became  so  well-known  by  keepers  and 
guards  that  admittance  was  refused  to  the 
grounds  until  we  became  more  sedate  members 
of  society  in  general.  Onr  treasurer,  and  one  of 
the  principal  of  our  members,  was  an  old  clothier, 
who kep'i  an  establishment  for  “slops  in  Jews - 
row,  nearly  opposite  the  Cld  Nell  Gwynne  Tavern, 
where  the  barracks  now  stand.  He  had  been 
second  officer  on  several  ships  in  an  important 
division  of  the  merchant  service,  and  he  had  an 
extremely  resonant  bass  voice,  which  he  always 
asserted  could  be  heard  from  Putney  to  Pimlicoi. 
After  the  business  of  the  evening  was  completed 
at  the  club,  harmony  was  indulged  in,  and  then 
the  old  ex-marine,  as  he  was  called,  came  out  in 
grand  style  in  such  songs  as  “ The  Arethusa,’” 
“Tom  Bowling,”  “ Wapping  Old  Stairs,  and 
“ Fare-thee-well,  my  trim  built  wherry,”  until  the 
parlour  windows  would  rattle  again  in  response 
to  his  deeply- pitched  notes.  Another  official,  the 
secretary,  was  also  a very  fine  warbler,  as 
warblers  went  in  those  days.  His  voice  was  an 
alto,  and  his  selections  with  which  he  entertained 
the  company  were  taken  usually  from  Man- 
tana,”  the  music  of  which  opera  was  very  popular 
at  the  time.  Between  this  man,  who  was  an 
Italian,  and  the  old  clothier  a great  deal  of 
jealousy  existed.  Wheu  either  sang  the  other 
would  oblige  with  a running  accompaniment, 
which  did  not  strictly  harmonise  with  the  song 
of  the  singer.  The  Italian  would  create  runs 
and  flourishes  which  were  never  seen  in  the 
original  score-sheets,  and  would  soar  aloft,  like 
the  fluttering  lark,  until  he  was  brought  once 
more  to  earth  by  the  sonorous  voice  of  the 
clothier,  who,  becoming  irritated  by  the  “ shakes 
and  “ quavers,”  would  shout  to  him.  Here  . 1 11 
sing  ‘ Tom  Bowling ’ for  you.”  Now  as  the  old 
mariner  had  forgotten  many  of  the  words,  and 
had  set  the  remnant  to  a tune  of  his  own,  only  a 
few  bars  of  the  beautiful  melody  of  Dibdens 
could  be  recognised ; but  he  rolled  it  out  in  his 
first  mate  kind  of  voice  in  such  style  as  to  cause 
Le  Presti  to  shrink  into  ):iis  corner,  or,  as  he 
expressed  it,  to  be  “ put  down  by  clamour. 
When  the  song  was  concluded,  and  the  windows 
had  ceased  rattling,  he  would  always  insist  upon 
giving  a toast  concerning  the  “ Mary  Anne  of 
Liv’pool,”  a vessel  of  such  “ strornary-mensions 
that  her  jib-boom  swept  a whole  flock  of  sheep 
from  Dover  Cliff  while  the  vessel  was  unloading 
in  the  London  Docks.  One  day  he  perpetrated 
a practical  joke  upon  Le  Presti,  which  wai  very 
amusing,  by  inviting  him  to  fish  in  some  private 
water,  where  a good  day’s  sport  was  promised 
The  Italian  was  up  betimes,  with  all  his  tackle 
ready,  and  eager  to  get  to  the  pitch.  I was 


invited  to  accompany  him.  “ We  shall  have  a 
glorious  day,  my  lad,”  he  ejaculated,  “(  itch 
hold  of  this  bundle  of  reds.”  I,  suspecting  some 
trick,  readily  assented,  and  off  we  started  to  call 
upon  the  clothier,  as  we  passed,  for  the  “ tip.” 
“Oh!  Ah!  Yes!  the  water,”  cried  the  ol  1 joker, 
in  his  deep-sounding  bass.  “ Here  ye  are,’  and 
he  pulled  at  a ring  in  his  shop  floor.  A trap- 
door was  lifted,  and,  deep  down  below,  we  heard 
the  surging  waters  of  the  big  sewer,  which  ran 
from  Knightsbridge  to  the  Thames,  rushing 
among  the  piles,  upon  which  part  of  the  house 
stood.  We  gazed  a moment  and  then  drew  back, 
as  Mr.  Bumble  did  when  Monks  lifted  the  trap  in 
that  old  house  by  the  river.  The  stench  was 
awful,  and  we  retired  from  the  spot  with  pinched 
nostrils  and  with  an  expression  of  disgust  upon  our 
faces.  “ You  won’t  want  any  ground-bait,”  was 
the  parting  shot  which  followed  us,  as  we  swung 
into  the  High-street,  “ and  you  may  fish  as  long 
as  you  like.”  W^e  passed  the  next  quarter  of  an 
hour  at  the  Nell  Gwynne,  and  subsequently 
invested  in  some  eau  de  Cologne  at  the  nearest 
chemist’s;  but  Le  Presti  always  asserted  that 
the  odour  from  that  sewer  never  left  his  nostrils 
for  a week.  Another  member  of  our  club  was 
Dick  Prentice,  a man  who  possessed  one  of  the 
sweetest  tenor  voices  that  ever  man  had.  He 
would  sing  the  “ Soldier’s  Tear,”  “ Let  me  like  a 
Soldier  Fall,”  “ Pilgrim  of  Love,”  “ My  Pretty 
Jane,”  &c.,  while  the  listeners  would  sit  fairly 
entranced  as  the  sweet  notes  of  the  singer  would 
circle  around  the  room  and  penetrate  every 
corner  of  it,  as  do  the  dulcet  strains  of  some  of 
the  old  hymns  when  sung  by  the  boys  of 
our  cathedral  choirs,  and  under  the  vaulted 
roofs  of  some  of  our  old  English  churches. 
Dick’s  pitches  for  fishing  were  generally 
at  Walton,  Kingston,  or  in  some  other 
up-river  locality.  His  ambition  was  to  keep  a 
fast-trotting  pony,  that  would  pass  everything 
upon  the  road,  and  many  a time  have  I held  on 
to  the  front  rail,  and  wished  for  some  tin-tacks  to 
keep  my  hat  on,  when  out  with  Dick  for  one  of 
his  excursions.  But  Misfortune  had  marked 
Dick  for  her  own.  His  children  took  scarlet 
fever  and  died,  then  his  wife  died.  Then  Dick 
had  small-pox,  and,  when  he  came  back  to  us,  we 
scarcely  knew  him,  so  dire  had  been  the  ravages 
of  that  foul  disease.  But  he  was  as  “ chirpy  ” as 
of  yore.  “ I’m  very  much  ‘ pitted,’  ” he  would 
say,  “ by  everybody,  and,  especially  by  the  small- 
pox.” But  his  troubles  did  not  end  here,  for  his 
favourite  pony  made  a snap  at  his  face  and  bit 
off  a piece  of  his  nose.  But  Dick  only  laughed 
when  he  got  well,  in  true  Mark  Tapley  style,  and 
asserted  that  he  was  “ now  the  handsomest  man 
in  Chelsea.”  Then  he  would  tickle  his  trotter  in 
the  flank  until  the  little  animal  would  make 
another  snap  at  him.  “The  little  rascal!  He 
knows  (nose)  he  did  it,”  he  would  cry,  as  he 
slipped  on  one  side.  Ah ! those  were  the  days ! 
Plenty  of  fish  to  catch  in  the  Thames  and  Lea. 
Excursions  to  private  ponds  and  rivers  ! The 
Serpentine  and  Kensinatton  Gardens  beyond  the 
bridge  ! The  eel-brook  at  Fulham,  and  the  Black 
Sea  at  AVandsworth  Common.  We  had  our  fling 
in  those  days,  until  that  part  of  our  career  came 
when  we  had  to  say  “Good-bye’  to  the  Merry 
Friends,”  and  to  take  our  part  in  the  battle  of 
life  in  other  counties,  and  amongst  newly-made 
companions.  But  often,  as  we  wander  by  the 
sullen  Mole,  or  re-visit  some  of  the  old  up  river 
pitches,  our  early  life  rises  up  again  before  us, 
and  we  softly  hum  as  our  float  drifts  fitfully 
down  the  swim : 

Where  are  the  friends  of  my  youth  ? 

Say,  where  are  those  cherished  ones  gone  ? 


Mr.  John  Fell,  chairman  of  the  Lake  District 
Fishery  Board,  has  prepared,  and  will  shortly 
issue,  an  interesting  report  to  the  various  county 
councils  on  fish  preservation  and  other  matters  of 
a kindred  nature.  The  report  was  read  on 
Wednesday  to  the  members  of  the  above  board, 
and  met  with  general  approval.  We  may  refer 
to  this  again.  _ 

Some  fishermen  from  the  Lewis  were  recently 
prosecuting  the  herring  fishing  in  Loch  Torridon 
when  they  saw  a number  of  deer  grazing  on 
Lord  Lovelace’s  estate.  They  at  once  reiolred 
to  help  themselves  to  a supply  of  venison,  and 
after  landing  and  killing  about  a score  of  the 
deer,  sailed  off  with  their  booty. 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  Thursday  evening  last,  the  members  and  friends 
of  the  Birmingham  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  met  at 
the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  -witnessing  the  closing  ceremony  in  connection 
■with  the  late  contest,  which  recently  took  place  at 
Fernhill  Heath.  The  large  assembly  room  was  crowded 
to  excess,  and  great  appi'eciation  was  shown  to  Messrs. 
Bates,  Griffin,  Foxall,  Cook,  and  Wilkins,  for  their 
vocal  abilities,  which  made  the  evening  very  enjoyable. 
After  the  vocal  part  of  the  programme  had  been  gone 
through,  the  chairman,  Mr.  T.  Coles,  addressed  the 
meeting  upon  the  results  of  the  late  contests  on  behalf 
of  the  society,  and  also  spoke  of  the  desirability  of  only 
having  one  annual  contest,  instead  of  having  two  each 
year  as  in  the  past.  By  having  one,  the  clubs  would 
only  be  approached  once  for  a prize,  and  the  clubs 
knowing  this  would,  no  doubt,  give  better  prizes  to  be 
competed  for.  A special  train  would  be  chartered,  and 
the  discount,  which  would  form  an  important  item, 
would  go  to  augment  the  funds  of  the  society.  The 
president,  in  conclusion,  thanked  those  gentlemen  who 
had  assisted  at  the  contest,  also  the  donors  of  prizes,  of 
which  the  following  is  a complete  list ; — Dinner  service 
from  the  Highgate  Park  Club,  marble  clock  from  the 
Camden  Club,  dinner  service  from  the  Hearts  of  Oak 
Club,  flower  vase  from  Mr  S.  Marshall,  box  of  cigars 
from  the  Sparkbrook  Club,  lamp  from  the  Bellbarn 
Club,  watch  from  Mr.  C.  White,  set  of  vases  from  Mr. 
Reynolds,  lamp  from  the  Small  Heath  Club,  copper 
kettle  from  the  St.  Paul's  Club,  lamp  from  Mr.  H. 
Attwood,  fishing  rod  from  the  Birmingham  Heath  Club, 
album  from  the  committee  of  the  Birmingham  Association , 
meat-jack  from  the  Hillyfields  Club,  fishing  rod  from 
the  Brothers  Well  Met  Club,  work-box  from  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Birmingham  Association,  umbrella  from 
Mr.  Penny,  fishing  rod  from  Mr.  Dingley,21b.  of  tea  from 
Messrs.  Littlehales  and  Amatt,  bottle  of  Scotch  whisky 
from  Mr.  D.  Hodgetts,  and  a bracelet  from  Mr.  C. 
Cottrell.  The  prizes  were  distributed  to  the  successful 
competitors,  after  which  the  proceedings  came  to  a 
close.  On  behalf  of  the  committee,  I am  asked  to 
convey  the  best  thanks  of  the  Benevolent  Society  to  the 
clubs  and  those  gentlemen  who  so  kindly  contributed 
the  prizes  for  the  late  contest. 

Mr.  Barton,  of  the  St.  George’s  Society,  had  a splendid 
catch  of  roach  on  Friday,  the  20th  inst  , from  the 
Lower  Witton  Reservoir,  near  Birmingham  ; the  fish 
numbered  fifty-two,  and  the  weight  was  221b.  The  bait 
used  was  white  paste,  and  the  whole  of  the  fish  were 
taken  in  about  five  hours.  This  is  the  best  catch  of 
roach  had  from  this  water,  and  I congratulate  Mr. 
Barton  upon  his  success. 

I am  pleased  to  inform  the  members  of  the  Prov  incial 
Angling  Association  that  the  railway  companies  from 
which  they  enjoy  the  privilege  of  travelling  at  the 
reduced  fare  have  again  granted  a renewal  of  the  con- 
cession for  1891. 

A number  of  new  stations  will  be  added  to  next  year’s 
travelling  cards,  several  of  which  will  be  of  great 
importance  to  the  Birmingham  branch.  On  the  G.W.R. 
Penny  Compton  and  Stratford  will  be  added,  and  on  the 
L.  <fe  N.W.  Blake-street,  Brandon,  Rugeley,  Trent,  and 
Milverton.  A revised  list  of  fares  will  be  made  out  for 
the  Midland  stations  to  which  the  Birmingham  anglers 
travel.  The  Liverpool  and  Cardiff  branches  will  also 
have  fresh  stations  added  to  their  list  of  Great  Western 
stations.  


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE'. 

Although  bottom  fishing  continues  to  meet  with 
popular  favour  amongst  a certain  number  of  Pen 
anglers,  the  chief  interest  is  centred  in  trolling.  The 
reports  Horn  most  of  the  principal  Pen  waters  show 
that  pike  are  extremely  numerous  this  year,  and,  as  an 
instance  of  the  class  of  sport  that  can  be  o'otained,  it 
may  be  stated  two  Spalding  gentlemen  (Messrs.  Price 
and  Perry)  one  day  last  week  captured  a splendid  lot  of 
pike,  weighing  in  the  aggregate  501b.,  the  largest  being 
a beauty  of  121b. 

Sheffielders  have  brought  off  another  match  on  the 
Witham,  it  being  promoted  to  mark  the  close  of  a very 
successful  season.  There  were  thirty-one  at 

,£1  each,  so  that  ^631  was  available  as  prize  mone.v.  The 
majority  of  the  competitors  belonged  to  the  Sheffield 
Anglers’  Association,  the  others  hailing  from  Leeds, 
Lincoln,  Gainsborough,  and  Newark.  A stretch  of  the 
river  between  Kirkstead  and  Stixwould— a favourite 
haunt — was  selected  for  operations.  The  first  prize  of 
illO  fell  to  Mr.  Alf.  Crofts,  a well-known  Sheffield 
rodster,  who,  in  the  space  of  two  hours  and  three-quarters, 
landed  121b.  0|oz.  of  fish. 

The  fine  open  weather  continues,  and  local  Waltonians 
are  still  getting  some  splendid  b.ags  of  roach  and  perch 
with  the  worm.  Two  sportsmen  who  w'ere  at  work  on 
the  Forty-foot  on  Wednesday  returned  with  281b. 
between  them,  and  another  got  I'llb.  On  most  rivers 
weed  cutting  has  been  commenced,  so  that  those  who 
favour  the  trolling  rod  should  experience  improved 
sport.  


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

A very  interesting  event  took  place  in  the  waters  of 
the  Levenshulme  Angling  Association  on  the  21st, 
being  the  first  struggle  for  the  Silver  Challenge  Cup, 
which  is  to  be  an  annual  institution.  A good  contest 
resulted,  and  the  first  winner  was  found  in  Mr.  W.  E. 
Milne,  who  holds  the  honour  for  one  year,  and  is  also 


the  Gold  Medallist  for  1893.  Mr.  C.  H.  Robinson  takes 
second  honours,  and  Mr.  J.  Pendrigh,  the  third.  On 
the  same  day  the  How  Bridge  Angling  Society  fished 
an  interesting  match  in  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery, 
near  Morley’s  Hall.  Sides  were  chosen  from  season 
ticket  holders  and  non-season  ticket  holders,  and  after 
a keen  and  enjoyable  contest,  the  victory  rested  with 
the  former  team  by  a few  ounces  only.  Mr.  Higginson, 
secretary  to  the  Manchester  Associa-tion,  has  sent  out  a 
reminder  for  the  usual  November  district  meeting. 
This  meeting  is  of  a very  important  character,  and 
every  club  should  see  that  a representative  attends  this 
meeting  on  their  behalf. 

Mr.  Read  has  been  on  the  war-path  this  week,  and  as 
a result  of  his  efforts  a large  quantity  of  good  fish  will 
be  transferred  sooner  or  later  to  the  waters  of  the 
Manchester  Association.  The  Kingfisher  Angling 
Society  held  their  annual  dinner  on  the  21st,  at  Thornsett, 
so  that  the  various  landowners  and  farmers  having 
interests  in  their  fishery  could  be  invited  to  the  festive 
board.  A most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent,  and  the 
event  may  be  looked  upon  as  an  annual  one  for  the 
future.  This  society  has  privileges  over  four  miles  of 
the  Rowarth  river  and  many  first-class  reservoirs.  It 
is  their  intention  of  spending  something  like  .£100  in 
developing  the  waters  now  at  their  disposal.  A few 
more  clubs  like  those  of  the  Kingfisher  and  Lsvens- 
hulme  would  greatly  tend  to  elevate  the  general 
character  of  angling  in  Lancashire.  Mr.  Thomas 
Greenough,  of  Chowbent,  deserves  honourable  mention 
for  his  gallant  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  starving  childi’en 
in  his  district  during  the  existing  deplorable  coal  crisis. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

Anglers  have  not  turned  out  this  week  in  such 
numbers  as  would  have  been  expected  with  such  lovely 
weather.  Those  that  have  been  out  have  had  fair  sport. 
Numbers  of  small  jack  have  been  taken  with  spinning 
bait  on  the  Bure  and  Yare,  and  one  good  fish  was 
taken  on  Monday,  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Yarmouth ; 
weight  1‘Jlb.  The  weather  is  too  fair  for  pike  fishing — 
at  any  rate  for  large  fish.  Roach  have  been  taken 
in  small  quantities  at  Buckenbam  and  Brundall ; best 
catches— on  Saturday,  eighty  fish,  to  two  rods  at 
Buckenham ; Sunday,  one  rod,  thirteen  bream  ; one 
rod,  141b.  roach  ; two  rods,  141b.  ; Monday,  two  rods, 
321b.,  including  a 31b.  bream,  and  one  rod,  281b.  roach  in 
Rockland  Reach.  Best  baits  for  roach  just  now 'are 
yellow  paste  and  small  brandlings  and  red  worms.  The 
weather  looks  more  unsettled  just  now,  and  with  a 
change  some  good  pike  should  be  accounted  for,  as  the 
weeds  are  now  dying  down,  and  the  water  is  a very  good 
colour.  


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

At  the  time  of  writing  (Wednesday  night)  the  wind 
was  blowing  a gale,  and  as  the  barometer  was  going 
down,  indications  pointed  to  rain.  This— if  we  had 
sufficient  of  it — would  do  much  good.  The  river  requires 
a thorough  cleansing  out,  and  until  one  takes  place 
coarse  fish  anglers,  apart  from  pike  and  chub,  must 
not  expect  to  obtain  good  sport  with  either  worm  or 
maggot. 

As  illustrating  the  extreme  mildness  of  the  season, 
barbel  continue  to  be  taken  with  the  worm,  for  on 
Thursday  last,  on  a worm  baiting,  at  Holme  Pierrepont, 
Mr.  M.  Leek,  of  Lentou,  succeeded  in  bagging  a dozen 
splendid  fish.  On  the  following  day  I took  one  with 
greaves  at  King’s  Mills,  and  in  the  same  length  a fellow 
subscriber,  Mr.  G.  Waterall,  killed  one  with  worm.  The 
question  raised  by  your  practical  contributor,  “ Trent- 
sider,”  from  Newark,  as  to  what  becomes  of  barbel  in 
winter,  and  whether  they  feed  or  otherwise,  is  one 
deserving  of  careful  study.  For  my  own  part,  I have 
caught  barbel  in  the  middle  of  November  when  fishing 
for  chub  with  greavfs,  and  again  in  January,  when 
reaching  with  the  cockspur  worm.  But  on  both  occa- 
sions the  weather  was  open  and  mild,  with  glimpses  of 
sunshine  more  or  less  throughout  the  day.  My  impres- 
sion is  that  barbel  in  winter  take  up  their  quarters  on 
the  sand  beds  of  the  Trent,  and  that  in  exceptionally 
mild  weather  they  might  be  induced  to  accept  a bait.  I 
would  not  go  beyond  that.  Lampreys,  as  a bait,  are 
succulent  delicacies,  and  account  for  thousands  of  cod- 
fish in  the  sea ; but  where  are  they  to  be  obtained  in  the 
winter  t To  be  ol  any  service  they  mu.st  be  fresh. 

Whilst  trolling  for  pike  at  Shardlow  on  Saturday, 
Mr.  Fred  Baker,  of  the  Wellington  Society,  hooked  and 
landed  an  eel  of  21b.  2oz.  Is  not  this  an  extraordinary 
circumstance  i Six  pike  were  killed  on  Tuesday,  in  the 
same  fishery,  by  Mr.  'I.  Sylvester,  of  Lenton  ; and  largo 
quantities  of  Esox  luciits  have  been  taken  on  most  of  the 
reaches  by  the  aid  of  the  trolling  lines,  chiefly  with  bleak. 

Mr.  Harrington  killed  a fine  tench  at  Weston  on 
Friday,  but  roach  and  bream  are  dead  off  at  the  worm. 
They  will  be  until  we  have  a fresh.” 

The  prize-winners  for  the  summer  campaign  of  the 
Wellington  Society  are : B.irbel  1st,  Mr.  G.  Wood, 
Gib.  3oz. ; 2nd,  Mr.  H.  Daykin,  G!b.  ; 3rd,  Mr.  W.  Hall, 
51b.  lloz.  Dace:  1st,  Mr.  F.  Biker,  9oz.  ; 2nd,  Mr.  J. 
Clayton,  8^oz.  ; 3rd,  Mr.  H.  Spray,  7Joz.  Roach  : 1st, 
Mr.  W.  Stevens,  11b.  lOioz.;  2nd,  Mr.  H.  R.  Wilkins, 
lib.  3oz. ; 3rd,  Mr.  E.  Sharpe,  lib.  O^oz.  Bream  : 1st, 
Mr.  A.  H.  Black,  3.|lb.  ; 2nd,  Mr.  F.  Gamble,  21b.  lljoz. 
Perch  : 1st,  Mr.  G.  Bates,  11b.  3yoz.  ; 2ud,  Mr.  H.  Baker, 
10|oz.  ; 3rd,  Mr.  P.  Armitugo,  9|oz.  Chub:  1st,  Mr.  J. 
Spra.y,  31b.  1 joz.  ; 2nd,  Mr.  H.  Coxon,  21b.  8|oz. ; 3rd, 
Mr.  W.  W.  Johnson,  21b.  G.50Z.  'Trout:  1st,  Mr.  E. 
Saywell,  21b  l|oz.  ; 2nd,  Mr.  S.  Poyson,  11b.  T.joz.  ; 3rd, 
Mr.  E.  Ro'dnson,  lib.  4oz.  Ply  fishing  classes — Trout : 
1st,  Mr.  H.  B.  Hoe,  11b.  5oz.  ; 2nd,  Mr.  J.  H.  Griffin, 
lib.  I'lOZ.  Dace  : 1st,  Mr.  W.  O.askell,  9;ioz.  ; 2nd,  Mr. 


A.  Stanley,  7oz,  Chub  : 1st,  Mr.  W.  Hodgson,  2Ib.  4foz.  ;i 
2nd,  Mr.  W.  Rose,  21b.  4oz.  There  were,  in  all,  fifty- 1 
eight  specimen  fish  recorded  on  the  books,  and  it  need  i 
hardly  be  stated  by  me  that  the  society  is  in  a sound  ' 
financial  condition,  with  a splendid  stretch  of  the  Trent  - 
at  Shardlow  at  the  command  of  members. 

On  Monday,  at  the  Newark  (Notts)  Quarter  Sessions, , 
Henry  Hickman,  60,  painter,  of  Nottingham,  pleaded  ! 
guilty  to  maliciously  putting  chloride  of  lime  into  the  ' 
trout  waters  of  the  river  Greet,  at  Southwell,  on  the  7th  1 
August  last,  with  intent  to  destroy  trout.  The  intent  q 
killed  scores,  if  not  hundreds.  Prisoner,  it  was  shown, 
had  been  convicted  of  thefts  and  assaults  since  1861,  and  ( 
the  chairman  (Mr.  J.  H.  Becher)  sentenced  him  to  jive  \ 
years'  penal  servitude.  This  salutary  punishment  ought 
to  make  the  “ skull  dragging  ” and  dynamite  gangs  J 
quake  in  their  very  boots,  Light  sentences  are  useless,  jl 


FROM  SHEFFIELD.  .j 

The  coarse  fishing  season  of  1893  is  now  virtually  at  ij 
an  end  in  these  parts.  With  the  cessation  of  the  trips  j 
into  Lincolnshire,  and  the  advent  of  cold  weather,  most  I 
Sheffield  anglers  put  away  their  weapons  of  piscatorial  p 
warfare  and  retire  upon  their  laurels  until  June  next,  !| 
the  only  exceptions  to  the  rule  being  those  hardy  and.  : 
ardent  souls  whose  forte  is  pike  fishing.  Taken  alto- 
gether, the  season  has  been  one  of  the  best  of  recent 
years.  It  opened  well.  For  weeks  before  June  16,  the 
weekly  reports  from  the  rivers  were  encouraging,  speak- 
ing as  they  did  of  enormous  numbers  of  fish  ascending 
the  streams  to  the  spawning  grounds,  and  getting  over 
nature’s  difficulty  successfully  to  themselves  and  satis- 
factorily to  tliose  who  were  waiting  to  be  amongst 
them.  When  the  season  commenced  there  was  only 
one  drawback,  which  unfortunately  continued  more  or 
less  throughout  the  whole  summer,  namely,  the  ji 
drought.  This  reduced  the  waters,  caused  the  fish  to.  ■ 
be  lazy  and  indolent,  brought  out  legions  of  flies  and  I 
wasps,  to  the  gain  of  tiie  fish  and  the  discomfiture  of  the  I 
angler,  and  very  often  was  the  only  difficulty  in  the  way  ; 
of  heavy  catches.  Notwithstaudingthedrought,however,  I 
the  season  has  to  be  accounted  a good  one.  The  Liu-  1 
colnshire  waters,  in  particular,  have  maintained  their  1 
high  reputation  of  previous  years.  Croakers  have,  year 
after  year,  prophesied  that  these  waters  will  soon  be' 
depleted  of  fish  at  the  present  rate  of  capture.  But  so 
far  their  croakings  have  been  falsified.  During  the 
past  year  thousands  of  fish  have  been  taken  from  the 
Lincolnshire  streams  and  drains,  and  thousands  still 
remain.  The  Witham,  between  Kirkstead  and  Stixwould,' 
has  probably  yielded  best;  the  Ancholme,  at  Brigg,, 
coming  a good  second.  The  drains  around  Boston  have'  1 
been  fished  with  satisfactory  results,  although  the  South 
Forty-foot  has  been  somewhat  disappointing.  Bream 
and  roach  have  been  well  on  the  feed  throughout  the 
entire  season,  some  wonderfully  large  captures  ha-ving 
been  recorded  from  week  to  week.  The  various  matches 
fished  from  Sheffield  have  all  been  great  successes,  and 
all  the  members  of  the  angling  community  in  this  part 
of  the  world  have  nothing  but  pleasant  memories  of  a- 
season  now  relegated  to  a not  forgotten  past. 


FRpM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  Severn  is  in  splendid  condition,  and  anglers  in 
search  of  a few  days’  pike  fishing  cannot  do  better  than 
visit  Shrewsbury  and  the  many  charming  spots  in  the- 
neighbourhood,  and  spend  an  economical  and  pleasant 
holiday.  If  the  trout  and  salmon  fishing  season  has 
not  held  out  many  inducements  to  visitors,  pike  and 
perch  fishing  on  the  other  hand  offer  tempting  oppor- 
tunities, and  many  miles  of  water,  easily  accessible,  may 
be  fished  by  the  purchase  of  the  Severn  Conservators- 
licence.  Coarse  fish  are  plentiful,  and  the  minnow,  live, 
bait,  or  worm  may  be  used  with  equal  advantage.  Here 
and  there,  too,  may  be  found  a good  grayling  ford. 

The  heaviest  perch  that  has  been  taken  for  a long, 
time  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Shrewsbury  was  caught  on 
'Tuesday  by  Mr.  H.  Pescall,  a prominent  member  of  the 
Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling  Society  : this  fish,  which 
was  in  the  pink  of  condition,  turned  the  scale  at  31b., 
and  was  taken  by  spinning  at  Pimley.  Several  fair  j-ack 
have  been  caught  recently  by  the  same  angler. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  great  event  of  the  year,  viz.,  the  contest  betweeif 
the  Worcester  angling  societies  for  the  15-guinea 
challenge  cup  (given  by  their  late  president,  Mr.  E.  H. 
Bowen)  took  place  on  Thursday,  the  9th  inst.,  at 
Shelsley,  on  the  Teme,  by  the  kind  permission  of  Mon- 
tagu Taylor,  Esq.,  and  J.  Moore,  Esq.,  of  Ham  Castle. 
There  were  five  representatives  from  each  club.  Starting 
from  Worcester  at  9 a.m.,  the  journey  bein.g  made  by 
brake  through  ten  miles  of  the  grandest  scenery  in  the 
country,  the  weather  being  glorious.  On  arriving  at 
their  destination  a substantial  lunch  was  served,  the 
catering  being  left  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  C.  Wall,  and  by 
all  pronounced  excellent.  Baskets  were  then  examined, 
and  the  contestants  dispatched  all  together  at  twelve 
o'clock  to  commence  the  fray  ; the  competition  lasting 
till  5 p.m.,  no  fish  under  5oz.  being  weighable. 

The  Worcester  Angling  Club,  held  at  the  Bull's  Head 
Inn,  wore  easy  winners,  with  more  than  doable  the 
weight  of  either  of  the  other  clubs,  their  total  weight 
being  121b.  ,3Joz.  'Tne  names  of  the  successful  team 
being : Messrs.  Avery,  F.  Weldin,  F.  Hughes,  A. 
Warner,  and  J.  R.  H.  Ward.  The  return  journey  was 
made  in  good  time,  and  on  arriving  at  the  clubhouse 
the  winners  received  quite  an  ovation  from  their  friends 
who  were  waiting  their  arrival,  and  the  cup,  having  been 
handed  over  to  them,  was  worthily  employed,  tilled  with 
champagne,  in  drinking  the  health  of  the  chairman  (Mr. 
Martin  Porks),  the  vice-chairman  (.Mr.  Evans),  the 


! winning  team,  tlie  Into  winners  (the  Izaak  Walton  Club), 

iancUhe  district  secretary  (Mr.  K.  Wingfield),  who  had 
charge  of  the  competition,  and  carried  out  the  arrange- 
i ment.  The  cup  has  been  fished  for  three  years,  and 
won  the  first  year  by  the  Bull’s  Head  Club,  the  second 
i year  by  the  Izaak  Walton  Club,  and  the  present  year  by 
1 the  Bull’s  Head  Club  again,  who  haye  once  more  to  wm 
I and  the  cup  becomes  their  own. 

’ Both  Seyern  and  Toma  are  in  grand  condition  tor 
' angling,  but  aro  very  full  of  leaves ; the  grayling  are 
' getting  in  good  condition,  the  dace  bright  as  silver 
' and  good  sport  has  been  had  both  with  maggot  and 
j fly ; the  chub  are  taking  pith  and  brains  well.  Pike,  also, 
are  well  on  the  feed. 

The  Worcester  fishermen  had  rather  a novel  take  last 
I week.  Using  the  eel  nets  in  the  Lower  Teme,  they  took 
a fine  dog  otter  of  101b.,  which  was  purchased  by  Mr.  A. 
Warner,  fishing  tackle  manufacturer,  of  this  city,  and 
j is,  I believe,  being  set  up. 

FROM  IRELAND. 

KERRY.— The  angling  closed  generally  in  the  Kerry 
waters  on  the  15th  inst.,  and,  oa  the  whole,  it  has  been 
tho  worsb  for  aovoral  years  past.  During  the  closing’ 
days  of  the  season  very  little  angling  was  done,  but  on 
Waterville  Lake  a few  salmon  and  a couple  of  good 
baskets  of  white  trout  were  had  along  the  northern 
shores  by  local  anglers.  Salmon  are  ascending  the 
rivers  towards  the  spawning  grounds  in  good  numbers, 
and  poaching,  so  far,  has  not  been  heard  of.  It  is  going 
the  rounds  that  the  principal  spawning  rivers  will  be 
better  protected  during  the  spawning  season  this  year, 
by  the  appointment  of  additional  competent  watchers. 
I trust  this  will  prove  to  be  a fact,  as  hitherto  those 
waters  did  not  get  anything  like  sufficient  protection. 
As  it  is,  the  efforts  of  the  watchers  to  keep  poaching 
even  within  bounds,  would  be  futile  only  for  the 
valuable  assistance  rendered  annually  by  the  Royal 
Irish  Constabulary. 

The  Inspectors  of  Irish  Fisheries  have  held  meetings 
during  the  past  week,  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of 
altering  the  close  season  for  salmon  in  the  Killarney 
district. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
Biiomi.ky. — Keston  fishponds  contain  at  present 
good  many  roach  ; but  these  aro  very  shy,  having  seen  a 
good  bit  of  the  hook.  It  is  quite  untrue  that  there  are 
any  cels  and  bream  in  the  ponds.  'I  here  aro  a good  many 
private  ponds  about,  including  the  : Eirl  Derby,  private 
pond,  Keston,  bream,  eels,  a few  trout,  and  roach;  A.  C. 
Norman,  piivate  lake,  Bromley  Common,  eels,  carp, 
tench,  and  a few  perch  ; Coles  Child,  lord  of  the  manor, 
a few  minutes  walk  of  the  town,  private  pond  and  also 
lake,  carp  in  great  quantity,  and  perch  and  a tew  eels 
in  both  lake  and  pond.  Permission  to  fish  in  any  oi  the 
above  ponds  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  owner. 


SOCIETY  FOR  PROMOTIN(d  THE  REA.DING  OP 
PAPERS  AT  ANGLING  CLUBS. 

A MEETING  of  the  members  of  this  society,  the 
president  of  which  is  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  was  held  on 
the  20th  inst.  at  headquarters.  The  Citizen,  70,  Himnds- 
ditch,  when  the  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  H.  J. 
Tibbatts.  The  hon.  secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the 
last  meeting,  and  stated  that  the  society  s papers 
numbered  over  twenty,  and  that  he  should  be  very 
pleased  to  receive  applications  for  readings  from  the 
club  secretaries.  He  spoke  of  the  many  pleasant 
evenings  spent  last  winter,  and  referred  to  the  appre- 
ciative manner  in  which  the  society’s  papers  had  always 
been  received,  and  concluded  by  expressing  the  hope 
that  it  would  continue  to  be  the  means  of  "providing 
many  more  such  enjoyable  gatherings  in  the  future. 
With  regard  to  the  first  paper,  it  was  decided  to  have  it 
at  headquarters,  Mr.  G.  Hoyle  proposing,  and  Mr. 
McDermott  seconding,  that  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine,  the 
famous  pike  angler,  be  asked  to  deliver  the  inaugural 
lecture  on  Friday  evening,  November  3.  On  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Howard,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hoyle,  it  whs  unani- 
mously agreed  that  a paper  should  be  read  at  head 
quarters  on  the  first  Friday  in  every  month.  Mr.  J.  W. 
Blakey  was,  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  McDermotL 
elected  a member.  The  following  have  agreed  to  read 
papers  at  the  club-house  on  the  first  Fridays  in 
December,  January,  February,  and  March  ; MessM. 
G.  Hoyle,  J.  McDermott,  G.  H.  Howard,  and  A.  R. 
Matthews.  Further  particulars  concerning  these 
papers  will  be  announced.  Appended  is  a list  of 
the  society’s  papers  : Mr.  A.  Jardine,  “ An  Angler  s 
Reminiscences  of  Sport  and  Pleasant  Days,’  Angling 
Ways  and  Angling  Days,”  and  ” Pike  and  Perch 
Fishing”"  Mr.  J.  McDermott,  “Roach  and  Roach 
Fishing”;  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole,  “The  Medway  as  an 
Angling  River,”  “A  Fisherman’s  Holiday  on  the  Med- 
way,” “Bags,  Baskets,  and  Creels,”  “Fly  Fishing  for 
Chub  and  Dace,”  “ Lady  Anglers  and  Anglens’  Wives, 
“An  Angling  'Tour  through  the  United  Kingdom^  ; 
Mr  G Hoyle,  “Trout  Fishing  in  Devonshire,”  “Two 
Rivers  of  the  West  ” ; Mr.  Francis  M.  Walbran,  “ Two 
Yorkshire  Rivers”;  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  “The  Silent 
Alarm;  or,  a Day  Among  the  Jack  ; Mr.  J.  Jefferis, 
“ Ripples  in  an  Angler’s  Swim,”  “ Stray  Leaves  ’ ; Mr. 
J.  Deplidge,  “ Angling  on  the  Wey  ” : Mr.  G.  E.  Simms, 
“ Chub  Fishing,”  “River  Depletion:  its  Cause  and  its 
Remedy”;  Mr.  L.  S.  Fountaine,  “Coarse  Fish  and 
Fishing”;  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews,  “An  Angler’s  Recol- 
lections,” “The  Progress  of  Angling”;  Mr.  A.  J. 
Marriott,  “ Anglers’  Clubs  and  the  Licensing  Question  ; 
Mr.  F.  J.  Bursill,  “Angling  Sketches.”  The  next 
meeting  and  reading  will  be  Friday,  Nov.  3,  at  The 
Citizen,  70,  Houndsditeh,  where  a hearty  welcome  will 
be  extended  to  all  anglers.— A.  R.  Matthews,  hon.  sec. 


W’estmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  Fish  Preserva- 
tion Society. — The  general  annual  meeting  of  the 
Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  Fish  Preservation  Society 
was  held  at  the  Greville  Arms  Hotel,  Mullingar,  on  the 
19th  inst.  Col.  Smyth,  D.L.,  occupied  the  chair.  There 
were  also  present  J.  R.  Patchell,  B.L  , Rev.  G-  R. 
Purdon,  William  Perceval,  Edwin  E.  Mason,  William 
Murray,  Henry  M.  Tuite,  Sir  Percy  Nugent,  Bart., 
Francis  Stafford,  M.  F.  Barnes,  Colonel  J.  R.  Malove, 
Tenison  F.  Levinge,  Thomas  McCiitchan,  E.  J.  Hope, 
John  Holt,  A.  Fetherstonhaugh,  and  the  hon.  secs.. 
Major  Grant  and  W.  T.  Thomas. 


[JVe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

“ One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi- 
ment.’’—T.  E.  Pritt. 

FISHING  IN  DENMARK. 

Sir —In  reply  to  “ Een  Fosker,”  which,  if  Danish 
is  intended,  should  read  “ En  Fisker  ” (A  Fisher), 
as  to  sport  at  Aalborg,  in  Jutland,  if  he  can  peruse 
the  Field  of  April  8,  he  will  see  from  my  article 
therein  (styled  “ An  Angler’s  Holiday  Abroad’  ),  what 
sport  I met  with  in  this  country.  There  is,  so  tar  as  I 
recollect,  also  good  fishing  to  be  had  I’Juad  about 
Aalborg,  and  I should  recommend  him  when  there  to 
inquire  from  some  followers  of  the  gentle  craft.  There 
are  not  many  of  these,  as  angling— at  any  rate  with 
fly— is  not  prictised  greatly  in  Denmark,  but  Fisher  is 
sure  to  come  across  some,  and  they  will  only  be  too  glad 

to  give  him  the  desired  information.  , a >>  i 

The  best  river  in  Denmark  is  the  “ Guden  Aa,  not 
many  miles  journey  from  Aalborg,  which  is  considered 
A 1 for  salmon  and  trout,  and  I should  say  July  and 
August  the  best  months  ; whereas  for  grayling,  August 
and  September.  , r Ji 

In  conclusion,  fishing  is  as  a rule  entirely  ird8>  | 
have  no  doubt  but  that  anyone  who  can  cast  straight 
will  Guiov  tho  sport  mot  with  in  DGumari’k.  I am,  <&v., 

C.  L.  Rosenvinge. 

THE  NORTH  E3K.— A CORRECTION. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston,— I regret  to  have  to  trouble 
you,  but  really  feel  bound  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
great  inaccuracy  of  a paragraph  in  your  issue  or  the 
Fishing  Gazette  for  the  14th  inst.  It  is  there  stated 
that  “'Mr  Wynne  Corrie  and  patty  are  doing  great 
things.”  The  real  truth  is,  that  I have  had  the  worst 
season  of  my  five  years  tenancy.  The  fish  will  not  take, 
and  I have  only  killed  fifteen  fish  to  my  own  rod -the 
best  only  25 Jib.,  and  there  is  no  prospect  of  sport. 
All  my  fish  were  killed  on  fly  with  exception  ot  the 
25|-pounder,  which  took  a prawn.  In  nearly  every  case 
I killed  with  small  Rid  Rover.  I am,  &c., 

A.  Wynne  Corrie. 

Inglismaldie  Castle,  Laurencekirk,  N.B., 

Got.  22,  1893. 

1 We  regret  the  mistake  ; our  correspondent  must  have 
been  misled  in  some  way.  Ed.j 

PIKE  FISHING  ON  LOUGH  CONN. 

Sir  —I  read  with  great  interest  the  article  of  your 
eorrespondent  “ C.  J.”  on  fishing  in  Lough  Conn,  Iie- 
land,  and  as  I intend  if  possible  spending  a week  or  two 
there  about  the  latter  end  of  December,  I should  be 
glad  if  he  or  some  of  your  correspondents  would  give  me 
a little  further  information. 

1.  Can  live  bait  be  obtained  there  t ^ . 

2 If  not,  could  you  suggest  any  means  of  taking  a 

considerable  quantity  there  without  an  excessive  amount 
of  trouble  ? , a ■ 

3.  What  are,  as  a rule,  the  charges  for  boats  r 

4.  Is  it  absolutely  necessary  to  have  two  men? 

I don't  mind  admitting  that  my  purse  is  not  a long 
one,  and  should  therefore  be  glad  to  have  a pretty  ^"Ocu- 
rate  idea  as  to  what  the  costs  are  there.  I know  about 
the  railway  fares,  <fec.  . . 

Thanking  you  in  anticipation  for  inserting  this  in  your 
paper,  which  I have  regularly  read  for  over  fouiteen 
years. — I am, &3.,  Esox. 

I We  have  no  doubt  live  fish  (dace)  could  be  carried 
from  England  to  Lough  Conn,  co.  Mayo,  Ireland,  but 
the  trouble  and  expense  and  Uss  would  be  great.] 

ROACH  ON  THEIR  HEADS. 

Sir, — I write  to  inform  “Templar”  that  I have,  at 
times,  succeeded  in  catching  roach  when  they  have  been 
poised  head  downwards  in  the  water.  I have  frequently 
seen  them  in  this  position  daring  hot  weather  in  the 
Ouse,  and  notably  immediately  below  the  bridge  at  Great 
Barford.  Here  there  is  a fairly  strong  stream,  by  the 
side  of  which  I have  often  seen  many  roach  in  this 
peculiar  “ acrobatic  attitude.”  I have  sometimes 
caught  a few  of  them  with  a small  Black  Palmer  (No.  11 
hook)  on  very  fine  drawn  gut.  I make  a cast  over  the 
fish  and  draw  back  the  line  at  once.  This  serves  to  put 
them  on  the  gni  vice.  Next  cast  I allow  the  fly  to 
remain  on  the  water,  and  have  often  got  a fine  roach  in 
this  manner,  but  never  more  than  one  from  the  same 
place.  Thus  I caught  a roach  weighing  over  lib  from 
the  top  of  Barford  Bridge,  one  hot  day  last  August.  I 
drew  it  to  the  side  of  the  bridg'e,  where  it  was  landed  by 
a village  lad,  who  had  been  watching  the  proceedings  for 
sometime. — I am,  &c.,  Herbert  Diemer. 


Sir,  In  your  review  of  Dr.  Emerson’s  Our  English 
La"oons  ” (vide  Fishing  Gazette  of  21st  inst.),  the 
foUowing  passage  occurs;  “ Oa  another  occasion  our 
author  noticed  that  a pig  which  jumped  into  the  river 
and  swam  across,  had  not  cut  its  throat  with  its  leec,, 
as  it  should  have  done  according  to  tradition.  ^ 
following  is  from  the  Field  ot  June  10  last;  It  is 
reported  in  the  Sas.sex  Daily  News  that  on  Wednesday 
last  a bet  of  was  decided  in  the  canal  at  Chichester, 
the  subject  of  contention  being  the  ability  of  a pig  to 
swim  a mile.  The  necessary  animal  being  procured,  it 
was  placed  in  the  water  at  Hunston  Bridge,  and  accom- 
plished the  feaL  An  old  fallacy  exists  that  pigs  in 
their  efforts  to  swim  ‘ cut  their  throats  with  their  lore 
feet,  and  probably  this  accounts  for  the  incredulity  ot 
the  gentleman  who  lost  his  money  on  this  occasion. 

1 believe  this  alleged  peculiarity  to  be  another  of  those 
good  old  crusted  fictions  which  frequpt  repetitions 
have  caused  to  be  generally  believed,  in  fact,  only  a 
short  time  since,  a writer  who  devotes  some  space  in  a 
weekly  contemporary  to  natural  history  ^subjects, 
referred  to  the  matter  as  a “ well-known  fact. 

In  Fishing  Gazette  of  June  10  last,  Mr.  W.  Hearder 
put  the  query.  What  is  the  largest  (authenticated) 
bass  you  have  heard  of?  and  in  the  which 

subsequently  appeared,  specimens  up  to  221b.  were 
noted  On  looking  over  an  old  volume  ot  the  tiela  lor 
1868,  'under  date  April  4,  page  2.59,  I came  across  the 
foUowing:  “On  another  occasion  a bass  ot  301b.  was 
taken  off  Penlee  Point  with  one  of  these  sand-eels  on  a 
band  line,  which  only  gave  up  after  an  hour  s hard 
fight.  Signed,  Jonathan  H.  Hearder,  Plymouth, 

March  31.”  . , ,, 

A regrettable  incident  in  coonection  with  Mr. 
Eldridge’s  angling  competition,  at  Pulborough,  on 
Sept.  25,  1892,  gave  rise  to  the  question  whether 
chub  were  unknown  in  the  Arun,  and  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  and  Field  of  Oct.  1 following  it  is  stated 
that  this  fish  was  never  known  to  be  caught  in 
the  river  named.  I gather  from  an  article  by  the 
late  Greville  Fennell  in  the  Field  of  April  4,  1863,  page 
2.58  that  in  an  angling  competition  held  a lortnight 
previously,  at  Pulborough  and  Ainberley,  twelve  small 
chub  were  taken  at  the  latter  place.  In  the  People  of 
Oct.  1 last  “Old  Izaak  ” reports  that  two  chub,  esti- 
mated to  weigh  41b.  each,  had  been  seen  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Pulborough,  and  expresses  the  hope  that 
there  is  no  mistake  about  the  chub,  as  it  is  a fish  rarely 
if  ever  found  in  the  Arun. 

In  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oot.  14  last,  “dux  inquires 
whether  the  finding  of  tapeworm  in  roach  is  a common 
experience.  Perhaps  the  following  confirmatory  instances 
may  interest  your  correspondent ; A writer  in  the  i ishing 
Gazette  of  Dec.  20,  1881,  after  ably  discussing  the  cauMS 
of  the  distorted  appearance  occasionally  presented  by 
roach  and  other  fish,  continues  as  follows  ; “ Bjit  I have 
another  theory  as  to  this  obesity,  and  that  is  that  it 
was  caused  by  tapeworm.  I have  on  various  occasions 
found  roach  to  contain  great  lengths  of  the  certode.  On 
one  occasion  no  less  than  thirty  feet  (this  extract  is  cor- 
rectly copied.— G.)  of  the  worm  was  taken  from  a roach 
of  lib  weight ; there'  were  five  of  them.  Dr.  Spencer 
Cobboid  kindly  identified  them  with  Creplin’s  LiyiUa 
digramma.”  „ 

In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  August  3,  1839,  Mr.  S. 
Rhodes  (Burnley)  relates  having  found  in  each  of  seven 
roach  a tapeworm  measuring  from  4in.  to  bin.  long. 
Salmon  appear  to  be  specially  affected  by  internal  para- 
sites, as  the  following  ouc  of  many  recorded  instances 
will  prove.  In  the  Field  of  May  7,  1861,  Prank  Buck- 
land  relates  having  taken  from  the  intestines  of  a salmon 
a huo"e  tapeworm  measuring  between  10ft.  and  lift.  Muff- 
in Field  of  March  28,  1868,  a correspondent  states  that 
he  succeeded  in  getting  nearly  two  yards  of  tapeworin 
from  a salmon  ; another  writer  in  the  same  journal  ot 
May  8 1869,  asserts  that  a salmon  yielded  a tapeworm 

more  than  4ft.  in  length.  Similar  instances  are  recorded 
in  the  Field  of  March  11  and  18  of  the  present  year.— 1 
am,  &c„  


IVANSTEAD  BASIN. 

Sir,— Mr.  Reim  has  taken  this  fishery  from  the  o.d 
lessee.  The  number  of  subscribers  is  limited  to  twenty- 
four,  at  lOs,  Cd.  each  for  the  season.  Each  subsenber 
can  introduce  a friend  once  a week,  at  Is.  per  day.  U“bt 
for  two  anglers  Is.  per  day,  or  Is.  6d.  per  day  tor  three 
anglers.  Thames  fence  time  ; also  size,  unless  taken  tor 
bait  to  be  used  at  the  basin,  but  if  caught  in  the  basm 
not  to  be  taken  aw.ay,  but  returned  if  not  required.  JNo 
boats  allowed  except  for  angling.  Mr.  Reiiii  will  stock 
at  every  opportunity,  and  hopes  the  subscribers  wilt 
assist  him  all  they  can.— I am,  &c.,  Gr.asshopi'ER. 


PRE.SERVATION  FUND  AND  THAMEa  PUNT&- 
MEN. 

Sir,— I am  sorry,  but  not  surprised,  to  hear  that  the 
above  deserving"  object  has  not  reached  by  a long  way 
the  support  accorded  to  it  last  year.  There  must  be  a 
reason  for  this,  and  possibly  it  is  that  clubmen  do  not 
care  to  subscribe  to  re-stock  the  river  for  the  benefit  oi 
professional  fishermen  and  their  patrons.  London  club- 
men are,  as  a body,  bank  anglers,  and  can  ill  afford  to 
pay  a puntsinan ; and  only  have  an  opportunity  ot 
fishing  once  a week  (some  not  that),  while  the  numerous 
body  of  professional  anglers  are  at  it  day  by  day,  and  a 
goodly  number  of  them  making  a handsome  liv  mg  on 
■ what  we  are  requested  to  support,  and  the  enormous 
quantities  of  fish  they  take,  according  to  the  reports, 
is  most  appalling  ! Neither  they,  nor  their  wealthy 
patrons,  ever  think  of  supporting  an  object,  which  to 
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the  one  is  a good  living  and  to  the  other  such  sport  as 
the  likes  of  a great  majority  of  ua,  can  only  read  of  and 
wonder.  At  the  numerous  river-side  hotels  where  they, 
as  a rule,  adjourn  after  a day’s  fishing,  they  could  easily 
have  their  attention  drawn  to  the  different  collecting 
boxes,  which  should  be  there,  and  the  object  explained. 
I feel  assured  if  this  were  done,  the  fund  would  receive 
better  support  than  it  has  done. — I am.  &o., 

C.  Eobebts  (Barton  Piscatorials). 


“ WORM  PISHING  FOE  TROUT.” 

Sib, — Eeferring  to  correspondence  lately  in  F.  G.  in 
regard  to  weighting  the  line  for  trout  fishing,  in  common 
with  Mr.  Tod  I have  long  felt  the  want  of  some  simple 
and  speedy  system  of  changing  the  leads  when  required. 
I had  some  adjustable  leads  made,  i.e.,  various  sizes  of 
shot  with  wire  drilled  through,  and  then  curved  as 
sample  No.  1,  enclosed,  my  idea  being  to  attach  them  to 
a small  loop  on  main  gut  line,  but  practically  they  did 
not  answer  my  purpose,  taking  far  too  long  to  attach 
and  detach,  and  making  too  much  show  in  the  water. 
Lead  wire  I discarded  years  ago  as  being  unsightly  and 
less  compact  than  shot.  To  attach  the  shot  I have  for 
some  time  used  the  method  recommended  in  Webster’s 
‘‘  Angler  and  Loop  Eod,”  page  176,  in  following  words  ; 
“ A good  way  of  getting  the  worm  to  move  more 
smartly  on  the  bottom,  with  less  chance  of  entanglement 
among  stones,  is  to  fix  the  leads  on  a bobber  of  gut 
about  2,j-in.  long,  attached  to  the  line  at  the  first  knot 
above  the  worm,  or  about  eight  or  more  inches  from  the 
hooks.”  This  system  answers  its  purpose  very  effectively, 
but  I may  say  I always  fasten  the  bobber  of  gut  to  the 
lino  at  a distance  of  twelve  inches  or  mors  from 
the  hooks  as  being  more  invisible  to  and  leis  likely  to 
scare  the  fish,  also  using  for  the  bobber  very  fine  weak 
gut,  in  case  of  the  shot  sticking  amongst  the  stones. 


metal  catch. 

although  in  practice  this  very  seldom  occurs.  The 
bobber  I fasten  to  the  line  with  a small  loop  over  one  of 
the  knots,  but  find  that  with  cold  or  wet  wormy  fingers  all 
knots  are  an  abomination  when  one  requires  to  unfasten 
them. 

In  a very  short  distance  in  river  fishing  it  is  often 
advisable  to  use  different  weights  or  to  dispense  with 
them  altogether,  and  I enclose  herewith  a sample  of  my 
latest  idea  for  meeting  the  case  effectively.  The  catch 
is  capable  of  improvement,  and  perhaps  a slightly 
thicker  wire  would  be  better,  but  it  makes  very  little 
show  in  the  water,  and  can  be  used  in  clear  water,  minus 
the  leads,  without  frightening  the  fish.  The  loop  on  the 
bobber  of  gut  in  this  sample  is  unnecessarily  la  ge,  and 
as  I have  no  wax  by  me,  I have  fastened  the  catch  on 
the  line  in  a rough  manner,  but  if  you  will  kindly 
forward  it  to  Mr.  Tod  (whose  address'l  do  not  know)! 
shall  be  pleased  to  hear  that  he  can  make  some  improve- 
ments on  it.  Possibly  instead  of  a shank  to  the  catch  a 
small  eye  thus  : would  be  as  efficient,  and  could  be 

affixed  in  a moment  with  a single  turn  of  silk.  In  the 
case  of  an  enthusiastic  angler,  these  little  schemes  and 
dodges  (whether  successful  or  otherwise)  help  to  com- 
plete the  sum  of  his  happiness,  which  must  be  my  excuse 
for  troubling  you  in  this  matter. — I am,  &c., 

Tweedside. 


"WOEM  FISHING,  &c. 

Sib, — At  the  risk  of  finding  myself  sat  upon  by  some 
of  your  other  correspondents,  I feel  impelled  to  answer 
Mr.  E.  M.  Tod’s  appeal  for  a means  of  adding  or  taking 
off  weight  in  a second  or  two  when  worm  fishing  for 
trout.  Everybody  has  apparently  heard  of  lead  wire, 
but  if  we  are  to  judge  by  “ Templar’s”  directions,  every- 
one does  not  know  how  to  use  it.  Pinch  cff  a bit  of 
wire,  turn  each  end  back  an  eighth  of  an  inch,  pass  the 
gut  through  one  of  the  little  hooked  ends  so  formed, 
then  once  or  twice  round  the  straight  portion  of  the 
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lead,  and  cut  through  the  other  booked  end.  The  lead 
cannot  slip,  and  can  be  put  on  or  taken  off  in  a moment. 
In  trout  fishing,  where  lead  is  only  occasionally  required, 
shots  are  an  utter  abomination.  The  above  sketcn  will 
illustrate  my  meaning,  drawn  of  course  considerably 
larger  than  life.  The  bits  of  wire  should  be  carried  in 
the  pocket  ready  bent.  As  for  the  use  of  lead,  I hope 
there  will  always  be  men  who  will  never  fish  without  it, 
and  others  who  will  eschew  it  altogether;  for  each  of 
these  will  leave  not  a few  fish  for  old  stagers  like — 

J.  P.  Wright, 


WORM  PISHING  IN  CLEAR  WATER. 

Sib,— I read  Mr.  Tod’s  excellent  letter  in  the  F.  G. 
of  1 he  21st  on  the  above  subject.  He  refers  inter  alia 
to  tbe  great  want  of  some  ready  method  of  adjusting 
and  readjusting  shot  of  various  sizes  to  a gut  cast. 
WiU'in  five  minutes  of  reading  Mr.  Tod’s  letter,  I 
invented  the  enclosed,  which  I may  roughly  describe  as 
follows  : Provide  yourself  with  a dozen  perforated  shot 


of  various  sizes.  Make  an  ordinary  “ fisherman’s  knot  ’ 
in  your  gut  cast  at  a point  where  you  usually  weight  the 
same,  leaving  the  end  of  the  gut  length,  nearest  thelmok, 
about  an  inch  in  length,  on  which  you  can  thread  a shot 
of  the  required  size,  and  secure  same  by  two  hitches  on 
to  the  cast,  and  again  insert  the  loose  end  of  the  gut 
through  the  shot,  so  as  to  point  towards  the  hook  as  in 
the  first  instance.  This  can  be  dong,  or  undone,  in  a 
few  seconds.— I am,  &c.,  H.  S.  Harland. 


A GOOD  WAY  OP  ATTACHING  SINKERS. 

Ip  tying  to  the  cast  line  the  link  of  gut  on  which 
the  hook  is  whipped,  instead  of  cutting  the  endi  close  to 
the  knot  leave  two  small  pieces  (say  an  inch  long). 
Should  you  wish  to  put  on  a sinker,  place  the  point  of 
one  of  these  short  ends  in  the  cleft  of  the  shot,  and 
pinch  tight.  Should  you  wish  to  remove  the  sinker, 
holding  it  between  the  teeth  and  giving  a slight  pull  on 
the  gut  will  generally  do,  but,  if  not,  cut  it  off  close  to 
the  lead.  You  have  still  enough  gut  (there  being  two 


ends)  to  suffice  for  your  affixing  and  displacing  a good 
number  of  sinkers — one  after  the  other. 

These  little  short  ends  can  be  weakened  by  holding 
each  taut,  and  scraping  with  the  end  of  a knife.  Then, 
should  the  sinker  catch  between  stones  or  among  weeds, 
if  a slight  pull  does  not  cause  it  to  slip  off,  a stronger 
one  will  break  the  short  end,  and,  in  either  case,  the  cast 
line  comes  home  uninjured. — I am,  &c.,  A.  W. 


CLEAR  WATER  WORM  FISHING  AND 
BRANDLINGS. 

Sib, — It  has  been  stated  by  more  than  one  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  lately  that  brandlings  cannot  be 
toughened.  My  experience  is  that  they  can  be  made 
tougher  than  any  other  worm.  In  ’68  I fished  in 
Scotland.  It  was  a hot  dry  summer,  as  tbe  last  has 
been,  and  the  fly  was  almost  useless  except  in  a high 
wind.  I used  brandlings  only,  and  toughened  them  in 
this  way  : — Take  half  of  a soft  brick,  and  pound  it  fine, 
place  the  Brandlings  in  this,  in  an  earthen  vessel,  and 
cover  from  the  light.  I forget  how  long  it  takes  to 
toughen  them,  probably  five  days  or  more  ; but  they  will 
keep  for  weeks  under  this  treatment,  and  look  so  lively 
and  clean  all  the  time.  Remove  week  or  sickly  ones 
occasionally. 

Now  there  is  worm  fishing  an  1 worm  fishing.  I had 
a mile  and  a half  of  a deep  sluggish  stream  full  of  trout, 
and  that  no  one  else  fished.  I used  a four  yards  long 
fine  gut  casting  line,  with  a large  hook  at  the  end,  on 
which  I always  placed  two  brandlings,  so  as  to  entirely 
cover  the  hook,  leaving  half  an  inch  of  each  end  of  the 
worm  free  to  move.  On  casting,  the  dry  gut  would 
remain  on  the  top  of  the  water,  slowly  sinking  by  the 
weight  of  the  worm  only.  By  the  time  the  worm  got 
near  the  bottom,  a trout  would  run  away  with  the  line 
for  two  or  three  yards.  Every  trout  seems  to  have  a 
home  on  the  bottom  of  the  river  where  he  rests,  and 
there  he  takes  the  bait  before  swallowing  it.  Yon 
wait  for  about  a minute,  and  if  at  the  end  of  that 
time  you  do  not  tighten  the  line,  the  trout 
will  do  it  for  you.  Then  you  have  sport.  I used  to  land 
from  101b.  to  121b.  of  trout  twioi  a week  in  this  way, 
about  six  of  them  being  over  a pound,  but  none  of  them 
being  over  11b.  6oz.  I used  no  landing  net.  The  river 
banks  were  from  three  to  five  feet  high,  and  I fre- 
quently had  to  work  a fish  down  stream  for  two  hundred 
yards  before  I could  find  a place  to  land  it. 

Now  as  to  another  kind  of  worm-fishing.  I had  fishing 
on  six  and  a half  miles  of  the  same  river,  where  the  water 
was  shallower  and  streamy,  but  not  so  well  preserved.  I 
come  to  a pool  in  the  centre  of  the  river  (this  is  in 
August)  where  I see  some  twenty  trout,  the  largest  IJlb., 
none  smaller  than  6oz.  I use  the  same  tackle  as 
before,  and,  kneeling  behind  a bush  and  using  a 
long  line,  I drop  my  worms  in  the  cen're  of  that 
pool.  You  would  think  it  would  frighten  the  fish,  but 
it  does  not.  The  only  movement  it  causes  among  them 
is  that  every  trout  suddenly  turns  his  head  towards 
the  worm,  and  the  one  nearest  to  it  ” goes  for  it.” 
Immediately  he  does  so  the  largest  trout  in  the  pool 
makes  a dash  at  him,  and  at  once  that  worm  is  in  the 
centre  of  a clear  space  of  about  4ft.  in  diameter,  into 
which  no  trout  dare  enter  except  the  largest  one.  He 
swims  about,  eyeing  the  worm  curiously,  and  it  may  be 
two  minutes  or  more  before  he  goes  boldly  up  to  it  and 
swallows  it.  Yon  pull  him  down  stream  as  quickly  as 
possible  so  as  not  to  alarm  the  other  fish,  and  land  him 
where  you  can.  1 have  taken  half  a dozen  of  the 
largest  fish  in  the  pool  in  succession  in  this  way,  waiting 
sometimes  five  or  ten  minutes,  according  to  the  com- 
motion that  has  been  made.  In  a pool  like  this  the  fish 
do  not  appear  to  have  a ‘‘  home,”  as  they  probably  do 
not  rest  there. at  night. 


Now  as  to  worm  fishing  in  a quick  running  river,  , 
which,  I take  it,  is  what  is  usually  referred  to  as  clear! 
water  worm  fishing,  there  is  some  difference  even  in  this.  1 : 
For  a short  rapid  run  of  water  I have  found  nothing  to  i 
equal  the  Stewart  tackle,  on  which  I always  placed  two  j , 
brandlings,  as  a big  fish  likes  a big  mouthful,  and  sees  h 
it  better.  I well  remember  my  first  attempt  in  this  way.  i 
It  was  on  the  Whitadder,  and  the  river  was  shallow.  | 
except  in  the  centre,  where  there  was  a rapid  run  of  I 
water  between  two  large  stones,  with  grass  on  each  ! 
side  of  them.  My  brandlings,  without  lead,  floated 
down  it,  and  a big  fish  was  hooked.  There  is  no  doubt  ! 
about  it  when  a big  fish  is  hooked  ; be  lets  you  know  i 
it,  and  you  strike  at  once.  The  water  shallowed  to  my  ,, 
feet,  and  with  one  steady  pull  I brought  this  fish  on  to 
the  gravel  at  my  feet  without  his  making  a struggle. 
He  made  amends  for  his  quietness  in  the  water  whsn 
out  of  it.  He  weighed  21b.  7oz.  No  doubt  this  fish  was 
astonished,  but  not  more  than  I was.  j 

Then  there  i s the  level  bottom  and  rapid  river,  and  here  || 
I have  found  the  Stewart  tackle  still  good.  If  the  river  J 
is  very  rapid,  some  weight  is  advisable.  If  the  river  is  | 
not  very  rapid  I have  found  a single  hook  without  lead  . 
best.  I 

I do  not  object  to  worm  fishing,  as  is  so  much  the  k 
fashion  among  English  sportsmen,  but  on  the  shallow 
reaches  of  a river  like  the  Whitadder  in  the  afternoon, 
with  clouds  above  and  a breeze  below,  there  is  nothing  i 
to  equal  fly  fishing,  though  the  worm  fishing  referred  to  ; 
in  paragraph  3 is  just  as  exciting  and  far  more  interest-  ' 
ing.— I am,  &c.,  J.  Feeguson. 

THE  SINKER  IN  CLEAR  WATER  WORM 
FISHING. 

Sib. — Since  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod — whose  friendly  inclina- 
tions I reciprocate— asks  me  the  question,  I would  expect 
to  get  a trout — if  there  was  one  to  be  got — lying  in  “ a 
deep  and  rapid  run  (a  throat)  ” without  the  use  of  a 
sinker,  but  I would  put  on  the  largest  worm  in  my  box,  ! 
and  would  cast  two  or  three  yards  above  the  ‘‘kittle 
spot,”  in  order  to  give  the  worm  time  to  sink.  I cannot 
but  think  that  any  sinker  must  have  the  effect  of  giving 
an  unnatural  motion  to  the  worm  by  retarding  its  free 
run.  An  ordinary  worm— not  an  angler  s— has  no  shot 
to  sink  or  control  it,  and  yet  how  trout  can  stuff  them- 
selves with  them,  even  when  the  water  is  flooded  and 
opaque  with  mud.  If  I ever  fished  with  the  worm  in  a 
dirty  flood— which  I don’t— I would  see  what  could  be 
done  without  sinkers  before  resorting  to  them. — I 
am,  &c  , Greta. 

WORM  FISHING  IN  CLEAR  WATER. 

Sir, — I see  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  21,  a 
letter  from  that  expert  fisherman,  Mr.  Walbran,  on  the 
art  of  spinning  the  worm,  and  I quite  agree  with  him  as  ! 
to  the  advantage  of  using  swivels  on  the  line.  May  I, 
however,  explain  that  if  they  were  placed  on  gat  or  wire 
with  a few  shots  on  the  links  of  the  swivels,  they  would 
turn,  and  the  shot  would  keep  all  straight,  and  enable 
the  angler  to  kill  fish  in  either  the  swirls  or  slow 
water  at  the  foot  of  pools.  The  brandling  I have  found 
a deadly  lure  for  sea- trout,  and  Stewart’s  tackle  among 
the  best,  but  if  silver  wire  were  used  to  cover  the  hook 
it  would  be  an  improvement.  I have  been  using  an 
artificial  bright  minnow  with  success  in  the  south  of 
Ireland,  and  am  sure  that  the  “Devon”  is  a most 
killing  bait.  Generally  the  season  has  been  a bad  one, 
but  at  the  tail  end  1 have  landed  some  grand  fish. — I 
am,  &c.,  James  Sheel,  Gamekeeper. 

Rhyl,  N.  Wales.  

EELS  BITING  AND  SNAPPING. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  your  eel  query,  I never  saw  the 
common  eel  snap  at  anything  or  anyone  like  a dog  snap- 
ping at  a fly,  or  even  as  you  say,  “ open  its  mouth  and 
bite  as  a snake  would,”  i.e,  to  say,  when  on  land  ; and 
the  same  remark  applies  to  pike,  perch,  trout,  &c.  If 
one  puts  anything  into  the  mouth  of  an  eel,  it  will 
immediately  close  its  jaws,  and  I have  had  considerable 
difficulty  in  releasing  my  finger  from  the  vice-like  pres- 
sure of  a pound  eel.  Once  again,  the  same  remark  often 
applies  to  pike.  I think  there  is  something  more  in  this 
than  meets  the  eye.  If  not,  why  should  they  take  the 
trouble  to  serve  a piece  of  stick  the  same  as  your  finger? 
Little  discrimination  is  shown.  Does  it  console  them? 

Is  it  done  out  of  spite  ? On  the  other  hand,  when  in  the 
water,  an  eel  can  (when  floating)  turn  its  head,  and  with 
the  swiftness  of  a swallow  taking  a gnat  snap  up  small 
pieces  of  toiled  sheep’s  intestines,  worms,  and  flies  off 
the  surface,  the  two  former  long  before  they  reach  the 
bottom  when  tossed  into  a tank  of  water.  Snap,  I say. 
One  can  hear  them  at  the  flies.  I have  often  heard  the 
peculiar  noise  they  make.  If  Dr.  Gunther,  or  some 
scientific  angler,  would  only  tell  me  if  an  eel  can  see 
as  well  on  land  as  it  can  in  the  water  (which  I very 
much  doubt),  it  would  greatly  simplify  matters. 

If  it  be  to  all  intents  and  purposes  blind  when  on  land, 
or  the  sight  is  even  dimmed,  nothing  further  need  b i 
said.  I should  think  it  could  not  see  much  on  a d<i  rk 
night  when  gliding  through  the  grass. 

I have  landed  jack  from  llylb.  down  to,  say,  21b., 
with  my  hands  : eels  from  21b.  14oz.  down  to  a few 
ounces,  from  all  sorts  of  peculiar  places,  i.e.,  when 
feeling  for  them.  I have  had  my  finger  in  and  my 
fingers  about  the  mouths  of  trout,  pike  (big  and  little), 
and  I have  never  been  snapped  at  or  bitten,  say  as  a dog 
would  bite  one.  Bream  and  barbel  grubbing  on  the 
bottom  will  turn  their  eyes  on  an  object,  and  if  annoyed, 
perhaps  viciously,  similarly  to  the  old  big  bison  at  the 
Zoo  turned  his  eyes  on  me  on  one  occasion— a most 
fearful  look  ; or  like  the  gentleman  who  represented  the 
donkey  in  that  side-splitting  Griffith  entertainment 
would  turn  his  extraordinary  eye  (or  the  false  one)  oa 
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his  tormentor  before  preparing  to  kick— you  can  see  why, 
of  course— but  whoever  saw  an  eel  or  a fish  when  on 
land  turn  their  eyes  in  the  direction  of  a man’s  hand, 
foot,  nose,  leg,  <fcc.,  before  snapping  at  or  biting  them, 
in  the  Inie  acceptation  of  the  term  ? I never  saw  a fish 
turn  his  eye  any  way— roll  it  about— much  more  glare  at 
one — I mean  when  on  land — and  this  has  often  puzzled 
mo.  This  really  must  cease.  I have  gripped  an  eel  in 
the  middle  with  my  second  finger,  and  held  it  fast  for  i 
some  time,  but  it  has  never  attempted  to  snap  or  bite  , 
and  give  one  “ beans,”  like  a tom-tit,  sparrow,  starlii  g, 
or  jackdaw,  for  instance.  Mind,  I do  not  say  that  fish 
do  not  roll  their  eyes  about,  glare,  snap,  bite,  &o.,  &o., 
when  on  land,  but  I have  never  seen  them.  In  conclu- 
sion, this  eel  of  the  Broads  must  have  been  a special  eel, 
with  an  eye  specially  constructed  for  glaring,  and, 
according  to  Dr.  Emerson,  possessing  a fiendish  expres- 
sion I have  never  seen,  and  hope  and  trust  I never  shilh 
— lam,  &c.,  Mark  Antony. 

FLOAT  V.  FLY-FISHING. 

Sib, — I have  just  finished  reading  your  excellent 
article  on  “ Float-Fishing  in  the  Midlands.”  I must  say 
I fully  endorse  every  opinion  expressed  by  the  writer, 
and  more  particularly  that  item  where  it  states  that 
aristocratic  followers  of  the  gentle  art  consider  it  infra 
dig.  to  be  detected  fishing  in  any  other  stvle  but  fly- 
fishing. I venture  to  assert  that  the  army  of  float- fisher- 
men are  equally  as  skilful  in  their  ownparticular  branch 
as  any  member  who  wields  the  fly-rod.  It  may  bo  infra 
fZii?.,  but  as  to  its  popularity  there  can  be  no  question. 
It  is  absolutely  granted,  without  doubt  of  any  kind,  that 
to  fish  with  a fly  requires  dexterous  precision,  delicate 
accuracy,  and  an  intimate  knowledge  of  position,  without 
which  success  in  fly-fishing  is  not  to  be  obtained.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  float-fisherman,  as  y our  article  points 
out,  has  to  be  exceptionally  expert  in  the  matter  of  baits, 
floats,  styles,  &c.  The  disparity  in  numbers  between 
the  two  classes  is  painfully  evident.  To  be  a fly-fisher- 
man  one  must  be  prepared  above  all  other  thinj^  to 
meet  large  expenses — very  large  expenses — oftentimes 
with  no  return  for  outlay,  sometimes,  it  is  true,  with 
very  large  returns.  It  therefore  follows  as  a matter  of 
course  that  the  numbers  of  fly-fishermen  are  small,  very 
small  when  compared  with  the  countless  numbers  of 
float-fishermen.  Now,  sir,  one  of  the  principal  objects  of 
this  letter  is  to  ask  you  to  devote  less  apace  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  to  fly-fishing  and  more  to  bottom  and 
coarse  fishing.  The  humble  members  of  the  different 
angling  societies,  who  eagerly  devour  every  atom  of  news 
connected  with  float-fisbing,  very  rarely  ever  glance  at 
anything  allied  to  the  other  branch  of  the  sport.  And 
I ask  you,  sir.  Who  supports  your  admirable  paper  ? I 
do  not  say  actually  but  principally.  For  my  own  part  I 
never  look  at  or  read  anything  in  the  Fishiiig  Gazette 
but  what  concerns  my  own  particular  hobby,  viz.,  coarse 
fishing.  This  is  merely  a suggestion  on  my  part,  and  I 
am  confident  my  brother  anglers  think  the  same  as  my- 
self. Trusting  you  will  fine  room  to  insert  this,  and 
hoping  to  hear  your  views  on  the  subject, — I am,  &c., 

Frbdk.  Smart  (Eagle  Angling  Society). 


“ ANIMALCULE  IN  STAGNANT  WATEE.” 
Sib,— From  a little  paragraph  that  appears  in  your 
paper  of  the  21st  inst.,  it  would  appear  that  Mias  Annie 
Malkuly  takes  exception  to  my  calculation  of  the  time 
it  would  take  to  count  a thousand  millions  of  her  species 
found  in  stagnant  water,  viz.,  three  and  a half  years. 
Your  correspondent  will  find  that  my  calculation  was 
very  much  under  the  actual  time  it  would  take,  as  I 
made  no  allowance  of  time  for  the  counter  to  have  her 
meals  and  rest,  so  that  it  would  really  take  her  nearer 
five  years,  provided  she  could  remain  at  such  an  un- 
interesting occupation  for  so  long.  Agreeing,  sir,  with 
you,  what  does  it  matter?  Does  not  this  show  what 
nonsense  such  statistics  are,  and  the  impossibility  of 
accepting  them  as  anywhere  near  the  truth.  If  we  were 
to,  we  should  soon  be  having  counting  contests  to  see 
who  could  beat  the  record. — I am,  &c., 

Edwin  Theakston,  E.N. 


EGGS  AND  BACON. 

Sib, — I was  out  fishing  with  a friend  for  a few 
days  in  the  first  week  in  October,  and  the  first 
village  we  called  at  my  friend — (who  got  rather  weary 
of  fishing  without  catching  anything) — went  on  a 
voyage  of  discovery.  Scene. — The  chief  inn.  Friend  : 
‘Landlady,  have  you  anything  to  eat  for  two  of  us? 
Any  beef,  mutton,  veal,  hares,  partridges,  pigeons, 
rabbits?”  ‘‘Oh!  dear  no,  sir,  nothing  of  that  kind. 
Nothing  but  bread  and  cheese,  and  eggs  and  bacon.” 
‘‘I  am  sick  of  eggs  and  bacon.  None  of  you 
people  seem  to  have  anything  but  eggs  and  bacon. 
Why,  my  good  woman,”  said  my  friend,  ‘‘yon  have 
a cock  in  the  back  yard,  for  I heard  him  crow.” 
‘‘  Yes,  sir.”  ‘‘  Kill  and  cook  him,  and  have  him  ready 
by  7 o’clock.”  ‘‘ Boasted  or  boiled,  sir  ? ” ‘‘Boasted, 
please.”  Killed  and  cooked  he  was  accordingly,  and 
by  judicious  management  that  bird  served  us  to  dinner 
for  two  days.  What  we  should  have  done  without  him 
I do  not  know.  He  was  a bit  tough,  but  no  matter.  At 
the  next  village  just  as  we  were  retiring  to  rest,  the 


landlady  said,  ‘'Would  you  like  some  fried  eggs  and 
bacon  for  broxkfait,  gentlemen?”  “No;  we  should 
not,”  replied  my  friend.  I replied,  “ A bloater  for  me, 
please.”  “Wo  ain’t  got  no  bloaters,  sir.”  “Not 
a bloater  ! You  seem  to  think  anglers  live  on  eggs  and 
bacon.”  “ Well,  sir,  we  keeps  our  own  hens  and  cures 
our  own  bacon,  and  its  cheaper.”  The  very  next 
village  the  woman  said,  “What  about  breakfast?  I 
have  some  beautiful  home-cured  bacon  and  new  laid 
eggs.”  “Woman,”  said  my  friend,  “ dare  to  mention 
o?gs  and  bacon  again,  and  I leave  this  house  instan'lv.” 
“ A Welsh  rare-bit  and  toast  for  me,  please.”  “ VVe 
arn’t  got  no  Welsh  nor  English  rabbits,  sir.”  “ Can  you 
toasfi  me  about  balf-a  pound  of  cheese  for  breakfast,  or 
can  you  not?”  “Yes,  sir.”  “Then  mind  and  not 
forget  it.”  “ Do  you  know  what  I intend  bringing  down 
next  year  ? ” “No,  sir.”  “I  intend  to  bring  down  a 
leg  of  mutton  cooked,  so  that  I can  help  myself  when  1 
like.  See?”  “All  right,  sir.”  “Excuse  me,  it  is  all 
wrong,  sir.”  This  cry  of  nothing  but  eggs  and  bacon  is 
often  a big  lie,  for  I have  seen  very  different  food  in  the 
larder  for  their  own  eating. — I am,  &c.,  M.  A. 


WHAT  IS  IT  ? 

Sib, — There  is  a reservoir  near  here,  20yds.  square, 
and  when  full  about  8ft.  deep.  Owing  to  the  drought 
this  year,  the  water  is  unusually  low,  and  there  is  only 
about  a foot  in  it  now.  Six  years  ago  a dozen  yearling 
trout  were  put  in.  No  trout  were  in  before,  as  they 
could  not  possibly  get  in  without  being  placed  there. 

The  other  day  a farmer  noticed  a large  fish  in  the 
shallow  water,  which  be  promptly  gaffed  and  landed 
with  a pitchfork.  If  I had  only  known  such  a fish  was 
there,  a more  sportsmanlike  method  of  capture  would 
have  been  tried.  The  fish  proved  to  be  a trout  in 
splendid  condition,  weighing  91b.,  27in.  in  length  and 
17in.  in  girth. 

There  is  plenty  of  food  in  the  reservoir  in  the  shape 
of  minnows  and  frogs. 

I should  like  to  know  if  this  fish  can  nossibly  be  one 
of  the  yearlings  put  in  six  years  ago?— I am,  &c., 

Ebnest  Hague. 

fit  must  be  one  of  the  fish,  of  coarse.] 


PISCATOBIAL  SOCIETY. 

The  annual  supper,  which  commemorates  the  founda- 
tion of  the  society,  was  held  at  the  Holborn  Bestaurant, 
on  Wednesday  evening  last,  under  the  presidency  of 
its  popular  treasurer.  Mr.  B.  S Fennings,  with  Mr. 
B.  E.  Booker  in  the  vice-chair.  There  was  an  excellent 
attendance  of  members  and  friends,  including  Dr.  Coates, 
Messrs.  E.  Foreman,  H.  Gray,  E.  Bennett,  E.  J.  Walker, 
H.  Hardeman,  W.  T.  Galloway  (hon.  sec  ),  J.  Crumplen, 
E.  Foreman,  jun.,  W.  H.  Brougham,  A.  Mantell,  George 
Newson,  &c.,  &c.  The  supper,  which  partook  more  of 
the  character  of  a dinner,  was  well  served  up  under  the 
personal  supfrintcndence  of  Mr.  T.  J.  Hamu.  During 
the  evening  there  was  a tray  of  handsome  chub,  weigh- 
ing 111b.  8dz.,  exhibited,  which  had  been  taken  that  day, 
at  Wraysbury,  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Walker,  and  also  sonae  gray- 
ling, which  had  been  caught  by  Mr.  B.  Wright  in 
private  water,  three  of  the  best  weighing  21b.  13oz. 
The  only  toasts  on  this  occasion  were  those  of  the  usual 
club-nights,  that  of  “ The  Successful  Anglers,”  to  which 
Mr.  E.  J.  Walker  responded,  “ The  Piscatorial  Society,  ’ 
and  “The  Chairman,”  the  evening  otherwise  being 
occupied  in  harmony,  Mr.  Blackmere  and  Mr.  Stevens 
contributing  some  humorous  recitations,  Mr.  Fennings, 
jun.,  an  exquisite  solo  on  the  violin,  and  Mr.  W.  T.  Gallo- 
way and  others  some  excellent  songs,  Mr.  Mantell,  with 
his  us’aal  ability,  presiding  at  the  pianoforte.  These 
annual  gatherings  of  late  years  have  become  very 
popular,  owing  to  there  being  no  restrictions  as  to  dress, 
and  dispensing  with  the  formality  of  toasts.— B. 


eivee  pollution  in  yobkshiee.— action 

BY  THE  AUTHOEITIES. 

The  West  Biding  County  Council  has,  from  an 
angler’s  point  of  view,  more  than  justified  its  existence. 
Anglers  in  the  West  Biding  of  Yorkshire,  which  part  of 
the  county  embraces  the  large  towns  of  Sheffield, 
Botherham,  and  Barnsley,  have  for  years  complained  of 
the  filthy  condition  of  the  rivers  which  intersect  the 
southern  part  cf  the  county  of  many  acres.  Years  ago 
the  Don  was  one  of  the  best  trout  streams  in  this  pirt 
of  the  country.  To-day  there  is  a twenty-mile  stretch 
which  does  not  contain  a single  fish,  the  waters  being 
thick  as  mud,  black  as  ink,  and  filthy  with  sewage 
The  Bother,  within  my  recollection  (says  our  Sheffield 
correspondent),  was  an  ideal  all-round  stream.  Its 
upper  reaches  contained  trout,  its  lower  lengths  coarse 
fish  of  many  species,  chub  and  jack  predominating. 
Now  it  is  scarcely  worth  fishing  for,  at  least,  six  miles 
above  Botherham,  chemical  works,  mills,  and  local 
boards  having  accomplished  their  fell  purpose.  So  with 
other  rivers  and  streams  in  the  Bidings.  But  the  signs  of 
the  times  are  encouraging.  Biver  pollution  is  receiving 
attention  on  all  hands.  The  angling  community  have 
protested  for  years,  and  now  their  protestations  are 
showing  signs  of  fruition.  Government  has  sanctioned 
the  creation  of  a West  Biding  (Biver)  Conservancy 
Board,  Prevention  of  Pollution  societies  have  been 


formed,  fishing  clubs  have  made  tlie  matter  a foremost 
plank  in  their  programme,  and  no'w  the  West  Biding 
County  Council  have  come  to  the  fore  and  taken  their 
ttand  on  the  side  of  the  purity  of  rivers  with  no 
uncertain  sound.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  it 
was  reported  that  one  or  two  Corporations  and  sanitary 
authorities  had  failed  to  carry  out  the  suggestions 
made  by  the  Council  for  the  cleansing  and  protection  of 
the  rivers  withi»  their  jurisdiction,  and  prosecutions 
were  ordered  to  be  directed  against  the  offending 
authjrities.  At  which  the  angling  world  will  rejoice. 


PITY  THE  POOB  PIKE. 

An  esteemed  correspondent  sends  us  the  following, 
culled  from  a contemporary  : — 

“ I know  nothing  about  fishing,  and  can  scarcely  even 
be  considered  one  of  Mr.  Burnand’s  ‘ Incomplete 
Anglers,’  since  I never  angled  in  my  life.  It  is  for  that 
reason  that  I wish  to  be  enlightened  by  some  kind 
correspondent  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  following 
extract  from  the  new  Thames  fishery  bye-laws  issued  by 
the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  : — ‘No  person 
shall  fish  for  pike  with  any  device  or  tackle  that  does 
not  admit  of  the  pike  taken  therewith  being  returned  to 
the  water  without  any  serious  injury.’ 

“Does  this  mean  that  if  I caught  a pike  I should, 
after  removing  the  powerful  hook  from  his  mangled  jaws, 
throw  him  back  into  the  water  again?  Is  that  what 
j you  gentlemen  anglers  call  sport?  I think  cruelty  would 
be  a better  name.  And,  again,  why  should  the  pikers 
I life  be  spared  ? The  natural  history  books  denounce  it 
as  a fierce  and  voracious  creature  that  has  well  earned 
1 its  title  of  Fresh  Water  Shark  and  Biver  Pirate,  and 
i add,  that  its  means  of  destruction  are  so  conspicuous 
. and  so  powerful  that  its  name  has  long  since  been  a 
bye- word  for  pitiless  rapacity.  But  I am  only  seeking 
for  information. 

“ I had  a relative  once  who  was  a mighty  fisherman, 
j and  was  accustomed,  moreover,  to  telling  angling  stories, 
i some  of  which  appeared  to  me  to  verge  on — well,  the 
romantic.  One  of  his  tales  was  about  a pike.  He  had 
baited  what  is  known  as  a ‘ paternoster  ’ hook,  a kind 
of  miniature  grapnel,  for  a particular  pike  with  whose 
happy  hunting  ground  he  was  quite  familiar.  The  pike 
came  swimming  by,  gorged  the  bait,  the  paternoster 
hook  drew  out  the  whole  of  his  internal  arrangements, 
and  the  pike  swam  away  as  though  nothing  had  hap- 
pened. Twelve  months  afterwards  my  relative  happened 
to  be  on  the  same  spot — it  was  on  the  Biver  Itchen,  near 
Southampton — and  he  baited  the  same  paternoster  hook, 
in  the  hope  of  attracting  the  attention  of  the  same  pike. 
Up  came  the  pike  — according  to  my  relative— looking 
quite  bright  and  cheery.  He  had  evidently  grown  a new 
Set  of  intestines;  but  when  he  saw  the  paternoster  he 
‘bowed  and  passed  on.’  Perhaps  it  was  not  the  same 
pike,  but  ‘ some  other  fellow.’  ” 


LOCH  AWE. 

A meeting  of  tbs  Awe  District  Fishery  Protection 
Association  was  held  at  Taychreggan  Hotel  on  the  12th 
inst.,  Mr.  C.  C.  MiGilp,  mandatory  for  the  Marquis  of 
Breadalhane,  in  the  chair.  Letters  regretting  inability 
to  attend  were  read  from  Colonel  Murray,  of  Polmaise, 

I and  other  gentlemen.  The  financial  position  of  the 
association  was  reviewed  and  found  satisfactory,  and  it 
was  resolved  to  continue  operations  as  in  former  years, 
giving  special  attention  to  watching  the  spawning 
streams,  and  from  time  to  time  restocking  the  lake  with 
I trout,  as  the  funds  of  the  association  will  permit.  The 
[ sum  of  .£10  is  offered  for  every  conviction  for  illegal 
I fishing  duringclose  time.  The  association  has  in  former 
years,  done  good  service  in  improving  the  fishing  on  Loch 
Awe,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  anglers  will  recognise  its 
usefulness,  and  give  it  the  support  necessary  for  the 
continuance  of  its  work. 


Poaching  in  the  Highlands.— A gang  of  poachers 
of  the  first  water  have  been  carrying  on  their  little 
game  for  some  considerable  time  back  throughout  Boss, 
Sutherland,  and  Caithness.  They  are  supposed  to  hail 
from  Inverness.  At  least  that  place  is  the  basis  of  their 
operations,  but  early  on  Sunday  morning  their  opera- 
tions were  unexpectedly  interrupted  and  put  an  end  to 
for  the  nonce.  Three  men,  apparently  cattle  dealers, 
put  up  at  Bonarbridge  Hotel,  and  engaged  a machine  to 
drive  to  Dornoch.  'The  police  got  scent,  and  Constables 
Fraser  and  McKenzie  watched  the  road  all  Saturday 
night.  On  the  return  of  the  conveyance  on  Saturday 
morning,  about  five  a.m.,  they  pounced  upon  the  horse, 
when  the  three  men  immediately  decamped,  and  being 
without  their  boots  soon  got  beyond  reach  in  the  dark- 
ness. The  conveyance  contained  forty-four  rabbits, 
eight  pheasants,  one  partridge,  two  pairs  shoes  and 
stockings,  one  pair  goloshes,  one  jacket,  one  net  ‘200 
yards  long  by  1 yard  broad  ; another  24  yards  by  9 yards. 

Temperature  of  Certain  Planets. — The  planets 
Mercury  and  Venus  possess  a temperature  which  would 
melt  our  solid  rocks,  while  Uranus  and  Neptune  receive 
so  small  an  amount  of  heat  that  water  such  as  ours 
would  become  as  solid  as  the  hardest  rock,  and  our 
atmosphere  would  be  dissolved  into  a liquid. 
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Chafed  Skin,  Files,  Scalds,  Cuts,  Chilblains, 
Chapped  Hands,  Sore  Eyes,  Sunburn,  Earache, 
Neuralgic  and  Rheumatic  Pains,  Insect  Bites 
or  Stings,  Throat  Colds,  and  Skin  Ailments, 
QUICKLY  RELIEVED  BY  USE  OF 

CALVERT’S  CARBOLIC  OINTMENT. 

Largo  pots.  Is.  l.jd.  each,  at  Chemists,  <fce,,  or 
post  free  for  value. 

T.  C.  CAIiVEBT  &:  CO.,  Manchester. 

Awarded' 60  Gold  & Sliver  Medals  Diplomas. 


THE  OLDEST  & LARGEST 

COMPANY  INSURING  AGAINST 

ACCIDENTS  OE  ALL  KINDS. 

[AT  HOME,  OR  IN  THE  STREETS,  AT  WORK,  OB  AT  PLAY.] 

THE  RAILWAY  PASSENGERS’  ASSURANCE  COMPANY, 

64  CORNHILL,  LONDON.  ir 


David  Murray,  pbaotioal  gun  and 
FISHING  TACKLE  MAKER,  42,  St. 
! David- street,  Brechin.  N.B. 

i Greenheart  Trout  and  Salmon  Bods  at  all  prices, 

I also  Reels,  Lines,  Oast  Lines,  Flies,  Tackle  Books, 
Creels.  Fishing  Bags,  Gaffs.  LandlngNets,&c.,&c, 

I Wading  Trousers,  Stockings,  and  Boots. 

Famed  Fly  Casts  and  Flies  forTay,  North  Esk, 
South  Esk,  and  all  the  rivers  of  Forfarshire. 

! Special  'Tay  and  Loch  Leven  Flies  and  Oasts. 

I All  information  as  to  Shooting  and  Fishing  of 
1 the  district  gladly  supplied. 
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GUIDE  TO  PISHING  TACKLE  MAKEES  IN  GEEAT  BEITAIN  AND  lEELAND. 


AbcrdoCU. — Wm.  Beown,  64,  George-st. 

Alnwick  — Hardy  Bros.,  L.  & N.  British 
Works. 

AmptMll  —Ed.  White,  Market. 

Andover,  Hants.— E.  Chamberlain. 

Ashbourne.— D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Beccles  — R-  Tilnet  & Son. 

Barnstaple,  H.  Devon — J.  Rowe,  62, 
High-street. 

Belfast  — J-  Braddell  & Son,  21,  Castle- 
place. 

Birmingham  — Samuel  B.  Allport, 
50,  Whittall-street. 

C.  Bowler,  9,  Thomas-st.,  Vaughan-st. 

T.  Heath,  52,  Alma-street,  Aston. 

Reuben  Heaton,  161-5,  Hospital-st. 

J.  Keeling,  7,  Digbeth. 

James  Morgan,  2|,  Aston-road. 

W.  Newell,  11,  Great  Western  Arcade. 

Nutting  & Co.,  70,  Edgbaston- street. 

J.  Powell,  40,  St.  PauTs-sqnare. 

W.  H.  Ryder  & Sons,  33-36,  Slaney-st. 

Wm.  Sternberg,  43,  Soho-hill. 

Bishop  Auckland  — w.  J.  Cummins, 
Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Works. 

Blackburn  — James  GREGSON,Penny-st. 

Bolton. — W.  Bleakley,  83,  Newport-st. 

Bridgend. — R.  H.  Dyer,  19  & 20,  Queen- 
street.  

Bridport  — Joseph  Gundry  & Co.,  Net, 
Line,  and  Twine  Manufacturers. 

William  James. 

George  Kenway. 

W.  Tucker,  Manufacturer. 

Builth,  Wells  — Septimus  Price,  12, 
High-street. 

Burton  - on  - Trent. — T.  Horne,  106, 

High-street. 

Buxton,  Derbyshire.— J-  Banks,  37, 

’■  Spring-gardens. 

Cardiff  — G.  M.  Burridge,  “Silver Fish,” 
Bridge-street. 

William  Davies,  257,  Cowbridge-road. 

Carlisle.--  R.  Strong,  Castle-street. 

Castle  Connell. — J-  Enright  & Sons. 

Cheltenham, — James  Ogden,  28,  Winch- 
comb-street. 

Ogden  & Scotpord,  Pittville.  [Whole- 
sale & Retail.] 

Chudleigh,  Devon  — J.  B.  Truman. 

Clitheroe. — Thomas  Robinson,  3,  Wes- 
leyan-road. 

Croydon. — Thomson  & Co.,  10,  High-st. 

Darlington. — J-  F.  Smythe. 

Derby — T.  Simpson,  55,  Carrington-st. 


Dublin. — C.  Weekes  & Co.,  26  & 27, 
Essex-quay.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Eton. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Exeter. — w.  Osborne,  251,  High-street. 
E.  F.  Prickman,  12,  North-street. 

Exmouth. — Miss  Ellis,  Fly-Tier,  13, 
Danby-terrace. 

Fairford,  Glos. — Samuel  Burge. 

Felton  — W.  Dobson,  West  Thurston. 

Great  Yarmouth.— E.  Hannant,  io2, 
Market-gates. 

H.  Salinger,  40,  South  Market-road. 

Hereford  — T.  Cooke,  22^,  Maylord-st. 

Hertford  . — SiMSON  & Co.,  Market-place. 

Hull.  — H.  Booth,  21,  Paragon-street. 

Hungerford. — Freeman  Bros.,  Bridge- 
street. 

Inverness.  — J.  Graham  & Co.,  27, 
Union-street. 

Kingsbridge,  S.  Devon.- S.  Perrott, 
109,  Fore-street. 

Kingsland,  Herefordshire,  E.S.O.— 

R.  T.  Williams,  Lugg  Cottage. 

Kingston-on-Thames  — J.R.  Richard- 
son, 67,  High-street. 

J.  E.  Willingham,  11,  Union-street 

Langholm. — Joe  Anderson,  59,  High-st. 

Leamington  Spa.— J-  Hobson. 

Leeds. — Linsley  Bros.,  10,  Commercial- 
street. 

Francis  M.  Walbran,  19,  New 
Station-street. 

S.  WiLLSDON,  43,  Park-lane. 

Leicester. — R.  Flude,  5,  West-bridge. 

Leyburn,  Yorks.— J.  F.  Lyon,  Post 
Office. 

Limerick. — A.  Nestor,  George-street. 
[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Lincoln.' — Andrews  & Parkinson,  36, 
Melville-sti-eet. 

J.  W.  Walker,  10,  Waterside. 

Liverpool.  — w.  Ramsbottom,  148, 
North  John-street. 

H.  Whitty,  15,  Basnett-street. 

R.  Whitty,  14,  Tithebarn-street. 

Llandovery,  Wales  — Evan  Davies, 
High-street. 

London. — s.  Allcock  & Co.,  60,  Queen 
Victoria-street.  [Wholesale  only.] 

T.  Aldred,  110,  Edgware-road,  N.W. 
Alfred  & Son,  20,  Moorgate-st.,  E.C. 

T.  Barnett,  26,  Church-street,  Edg-  ! 

ware-road. 


London — Continued. 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  53,  Gresham- 
street.  [Wholesale  only.] 

J.  Bernard  & Sons,  5,  Church-place, 
Piccadilly. 

Mrs.  L.  J.  Brocas,  Fly-Tier,  5, 
Rochester-row,  S.W. 

C.  J.  Brown,  7,  Walton-street,  S.W. 
Mrs.  A.  Bulmer,  62,  Wandsworth-road, 

S.W. 

Carter  & Peek,  137,  St.  John-street- 
road,  E.C. 

R.  Dillon,  78,  Victoria-road,  Kentish 

To-wn. 

H.  Dunhill,  125-127,  Euston-rd.,  N.W. 
Eaton  & Deller,  6 & 7,  Crooked-lane, 
E.C. 

J.  Gillett,  40,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 

[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

J.  E.  Gold,  17,  Oakley-street,  Waterloo- 
road,  S.E. 

J.  W.  Hatton,  215,  Cambridge-road,  E. 
G.  W.  Hemens,  171,  New  North-road,  N. 

T.  Holbrow  & Co.,  9,  Eagle-place, 
Jermyn-street. 

Holroyd  Bros.,  59,  Gracechurch-street, 
E.C. 

G.  Little  & Co.,  63,  Haymarket,  S.W. 
G.  Main,  45,  Jermyn-street,  St.  James’s. 

G.  Partridge,  “ The  Golden  Perch,” 

402,  Oxford-street,  W. 

William  Poole,  104a,  Broadwall,  S.E. 
B.  Potter  & Co.,  225,  High  Holborn. 

S.  Price  & Co.,  8,  Seymonr-street, 

Euston-square. 

H.  Richardson  & Co.,  Ye  Pluckie 
Perche,  77,  Finsbury -pavement. 

T.  H.  SowBRBUTTS  & Son,  151,  Com- 

mercial-street, E. 

A.  J.  Spashott,  55a,  Maryland  Point,  E. 

T.  Unstead,  3,  Penton-street,  Penton- 
ville,  N. 

A.  Williams,  84,  York-street,  Bryan- 
ston-square,  W. 

F.  T.  Williams  & Co.,  “ Silver  Trout,” 
10,  Great  Queen-street,  W.C. 

Lostwithiel. — c.  Geach,  Fancy  Reposi- 
tory. 

Macclesfield. — J.  H.  Fearn,  38,Chester- 
gate. 

Manchester. — W.  Chambers  & Co.,  25, 
Market-place. 

R.  Ramsbottom,  81,  Market-street. 
Newark. — D.  Slater  & Co.,  Stodman-st. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — J-  R-  Bolton, 
147,  Northumberland-street. 
Murton.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Thos.  Pape,  27,  Collingwood-street. 

Northampton.  — Geo.  Timms,  6,  The 
Green. 


Norwich  — A.  J.  Rudd,  54,  London-st.  | 


Nottingham  — F.  Crofts,  46,  Sussex-st 
S.  Dales,  7,  St.  John-street. 

Ed.  Dance,  1a,  Sussex.street. 

Chas.  Jackson,  23,  Carrington-street. 

J.  Theaker,  10,  Canal-street. 

W.  Wells  & Co.,  1,  Sussex-street. 

E.  West,  28,  Sussex-street. 

Oakham  — J.  E.  Whitehouse,  Rutland 
Gun  and  Cartridge  Works. 

Omagh. — John  White,  30,  Market-st. 

Oxford  . — James  Innes,  42,  Queen-st. 

Plymouth.  — Thomas  Brooks,  30a, 
Southside-street. 

C.  & R.  Brooks,  Stonehouse. 

Reading. — J.  Perry  & Co.,  6,  Minster- 
parade. 

Redditch. — s.  Allcock  & Co.,  Standard  i 
Works.  [Wholesale  only.] 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  Abbey  Mills. ! 
[Wholesale  only.] 

Alfred  Booker  & Co.,  Midland  Needle 
and  Pish  Hook  Works. 

H.  Milward  & Son,  Washford  Mills. 

W.  Vale  & Son,  Studley.  [Wholesale  I 
only.] 

Richmond  - on  - Thames  — Gaynor  & 
Son,  4,  Bridge-street. 

Everard  Ripley,  5,  King-street. 

H.  L.  Platt,  57,  Hill-rise. 

Richmond,  Yorks. — Chas.  Spencer  ; 
Finkle-street. 

Rothbury.-— W.  Mavin. 

J.  SOULSBY. 

I 

Scarborough — s. M.  Patrick, 5,North-  ‘ 

street,  Newboro’. 

Wm.  j.  Clarke,  44,  Huntress-row. 

Southampton. — Cox  & Macpherson,  | 
62,  High-street.  | 

Cox  & Son,  28,  High-street. 

Swansea — B.  Evans  & Co.,  Swansea 
Sporting  Depot,  Castle  Bailey-st. 

Taunton. — George  Hinton,  Fore-st. 

Thetford-  - — G.  H.  Reynolds,  Anchor 
Commercial  Hotel. 

Thrapston. — A.  Bargh,  Bridge-st. 

Torrington,  N.  Devon— J • B-  Bastard, 
Torridge  House. 

Uppingham,  Rutlands.  — J.  L. 

Andrews,  High-street. 

Walthamstow.  — D.  Bennett,  137, 
Hoe-street  North. 

Wolverhampton — T.  Shakespeare,  9, 
Market-street. 

York.— H.  T.  Lloyd,  Sportsman’s  Depot 
Davy- gate. 


THE  NEW  I LLUSTRA  TED  WEEKLY  RARER 

(id.  WeeMtj.]  FOE  THE  HOUSEHOLD  AND  FOE  THE  FAMILY  CIECLE.  [Od.  Weekly. 

WEST^VQI^STEf?  BUDGET. 

Udited  by  the  late  Sditor  of  the  “Pall  Mall  Budget.” 

FULL  OF  INTERESTING  READING  AND  UP-TO-DATE  PICTURES. 

POETEAITS,  CHAEACTEE  SKETCHES,  and  CAETOONS,  by  F.  CAEEUTHEES  GOULD,  aro  a special  feature  each  week  in 

THE  WESTMINSTEE  BUDGET. 

The  iSVoi/is.k  bri/iier  says : — “One  of  the  most  successful  of  the  new -iveoklies  is  The  Westminster  Budget.  Admirably  illustrated,  and  supplied  with  plenty  of 
popular  reading,  there  is  not  a dull  page  hardly  a dull  paragraph  between  its  covers.” 

Tlio  .S'pcfi/i'c)' t — “ At  a single  bound  tlio  Westminster  Budget  has  taken  a front  place  in  illustrated  weekly  journalism.  To  all  the  good  qualities' which  were 
possessoil  in  old  days  by  the  Pall  Mall  Bvilj/at,  The  Westminster  Budget  add.s  certain  special  e.xcellenoes  of  its  own.'’ 

■‘If  tied  down  to  one  weekly,  I would  ratlicr  liave  The  Westminster  Budget.'’ — Canlerlnmj  Timeg,  New  Zealand. 

The  Chriglalii,  News  says: — “But  recently  called  into  existence.  The  Westminster  Budget  has  from  the  first  taken  a place  among  the  two  or  three  really  good 
illnstrated  weeklies.  A glance  at  its  pages  shows  that  it  has  earned  the  distinction  it  enjoys.  . . . The  Westminster  may  be  trusted  to  maintain  its  position.  ’ 

THIS  WEEK’S  NUIVIBER  IVIAY  BE  OBTAINED  AT  ANY  RAILWAY  BOOKSTALL  OR  OF  ANY  NEWSAGENT  OR  BOOKSELLER. 

.1  Specimen  Copp  of  THE  BUDGET  will  he  sent  on  receipt  of  a post-card. 

r»U15LISHIlMO  OFFICE;  TUDOR  STREET,  WKIXEFRI ARS,  LONDON,  E.C- 


ANGLING  FIXTURES. 

October  29.  

Allason  United  Brothers  : Match  at  Windsor. 

Anueable  Brothers  : Match  at  Sawbridgeworth. 
Anglers’  Pride  : Match  at  Woking. 

Battersea  Friendly  : Match  at  Pulborough. 

Bolgrave  Wanderers  : Three  days  sea  fishing  at  Beal. 
Bermondsey  Brothers  : Monthly  competition. 
Blaokfriars  : Match  at  Windsor. 

Canning  Town  ; Match  at  Borehara. 

Cobden  : Outing  to  Taplow. 

Forest  Gate  : Match  at  Maldon. 

Hounsfield  Otters  ; Match  at  Ponder’s  End. 

Izaak  Walton  : Match  at  Shiplake. 

Jubilee:  Continued  match. 

Liverpool : Outing  to  River  Vyrnwy. 

Original  Ale-Kander  : Match  at  Rye  House. 

Pixie  Brothers  : Match  at  Witham. 

Rodney  : Match  at  Reading. 

Royal  George  : Match  at  Marlow. 

St.  John’s  : Match  at  Langford. 

St.  Thomas’s  ; Match  at  Harlow. 

Walham  Green  : Outing  at  Cookham. 

October  30.  , . 

Great  Northern  Brothers  : Special  visit. 

October  31. 

Golden  Barbel : Socia.1  evening. 

Gresham  : Microscopical  night. 

November  1. 

Highbury  : Supper. 

November  2. 

Grange  : Match  at  Windsor. 

November  3. 

Paper  Reading  Society : Meeting  at  headquarters, 
The  Citizen,  Houndsditch. 

November  4. 

General  Post  Office  : Preservation  Concert. 

Small  Arms  ; Peg-down  match. 

FIXTURES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

5. — Bloomsbury  : Match  at  Ware. 

5. — Clapham  Junction  ; Match  at  Wraysbury. 

5. — Copenhagen  : Match  at  Ware. 

5. — Dalston  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

5. — North-East  Brothers  : Match  at  Hertford. 

5. — Peckham  Brothers  : Match  at  Penton  Hook. 
5. — Perseverance  : Match  at  Ware. 

5.— Queen’s  : Match  at  Dagenham. 

5. — Silver  Trout : Match  at  Shiplake. 

5.  — Wenlock  : Roving  match  on  the  Lea. 

6.  — Cliftonville  : Central  Visit. 

7.  — Gresham  : Discussion  on  sea-fishing  tackle. 

7.  — Mitre  Brothers  : Concert. 

8.  — Allason  Piscatorials  : Visit. 

8.  — Walham  Green  : Smoking  concert. 

9.  — Gresham  : Outing  to  Deal. 

12.  — Brompton  : Match  at  Henley. 

13.  — Alma  : Smoking  concert. 

13.  — Bermondsey  Brothers  : Visit. 

14.  — Gresham  : Supper. 

18. — Reading  Wanderers  : Match  at  Caversham. 
30. — Westminster  : Supper. 


JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAY. 


\ Nov. 


The  following  extracts  are  from  the  report  of  Mr.  T. 
Andrews,  of  Guildford,  for  November,  1893  Owing 
to  the  continually  increasing  demand  for  my  fish,  1 have 
again  added  to  the  hatching  and  rearing  capacity  of  my 
fisheries  ; and  during  the  past  year  twelve  new  rearing 
ponds  have  been  constructed.  Finding  that  two-year- 
old  fish  are  in  such  request,  I have  reserved  30,000 
yearlings  of  1892  hatching  ; but  as  all  orders  are  booked 
in  rotation,  it  is  advisable  to  order  early,  even  if  the 
fish  are  not  required  immediately.  Although  I will 
endeavour  to  suit  my  customers  as  to  time  of  delivery 
of  yearlings  and  two-year-olds,  the  convenience  of  the 
fishery  must  also  be  considered.  If  the  water  required 
to  be  stocked  already  contains  a few  fish,  yearling  or 
older  fish  should  be  introduced,  the  mortality  and  loss 
from  cannibalism  at  these  stages  being  practically  nil, 
******* 

“ Fry  may  also  be  placed  in  tributary  streams  leading 
to  the  main  water ; although  there  will  probably  be  a 
considerable  loss  from  starvation ; and  as  these  are 
now  to  be  had  at  such  a low  price,  and  travel  so  well, 

■ good  healthy  feeding  fry,  of  seven  or  eight  weeks  old, 
can  be  recommended.  Purchasers  of  ova  should 
mention  if  they  have  appliances  for  hatching,  as  I can 
send  them  to  hatch  in  a day  or  two,  or  in  fourteen  days. 
Ova  for  abroad  would,  of  course,  have  to  be  packed  in 
a much  earlier  stage.  Hatching  boxes,  complete,  can 
be  supplied.  Yearlings  and  larger  fish  will  not  be 
delivered  later  than  April  30,  except  at  my  option,  as 
there  is  risk  in  transit  when  the  weather  becomes  warm. 
My  best  yearlings  average  Sin.  and  Gin.  long,  and  two- 
year-olds  from  7in.  to  lOin.” 

******* 

“ One  who  Knows,”  writing  from  Huntingdon,  says  : 
— “ The  October  fishing  here  is  usually  very  good,  but 
this  year  it  is  abominable,  especially  for  pike.  I don’t 
think  anything  important  in  this  branch  of  fishing  will 
be  done  until  we  have  had  a severe  frost.  The  roach 
fishing,  for  those  who  can  brave  the  elements,  is  now 
very  fair,  and  will  improve  if  the  water  thickens. 
#«<***#* 

Men  with  enterprise  and  grit  in  their  make-up  make 
money  in  such  times  as  the  present.  The  gritty  men 
get  the  business,  the  timid  ones  get  the  blues. 


Anoi.ers  will  hear  with  regret  that  Mr.  Edon  is 
suffering  severely  from  lung  disease.  the  warm 

summer  weather  he  kept  pretty  we  1,  but  with  the 
advent  of  chill  October  he  is  completely  laid  aside.  It 
is  feared  that  all  thoughts  of  future  employment  must 
be  abandoned. 

******* 

The  ship  Albert,  which  is  despatched  each  year  by 
the  Mis.sioii  to  Deep  Sea  Fishermen,  to  minister  to  the 
spiritual  and  material  needs  of  the  large  migratory 
colony  of  men,  women,  and  children  who  annually  visit 
the  Labrador  Fishery,  arrived  at  St.  Joan  s,  Newfound- 
land, on  Monday,  on  its  return  from  the  Labrador  coast 
The  three  doctors  have  treated  no  fevver  than 
patients  against  900  last  year.  Two  hospitMs  have  also 
been  erected,  and  found  most  serviceable.  The  benefits 
of  the  philanthrophic  work  undertaken  by  the  mission 
are  universally  appreciated,  but  it  is  felt  that  the 
services  of  a steamer,  to  replace  the  Albert,  which  is 
only  a sailing  vessel,  are  greatly  needed  for  next  year  in 
order  to  overtake  the  growing  work  atnong  the  fisher 
settlements  on  the  bleak  shores  of  Labrador. 

* * * * *,  . * *1 
“ The  purest  treasure  mortal  times  anoru 

Is  spotless  reputation  ; that  away 

Men  are  but  gilded  loam  or  painted  clay. 

******* 

Halcyon  says:  “A  correspondent  writes  to  know 
which  I consider  the  most  sportsmanlike  method  of  fashing, 
live  baiting  or  spinning.  Without  a moment  s hesita- 
tion I say  the  latter.  What  can  be  more  enjoyable  than  to 
set  off  on  a sharp  winter’s  morning,  warmly  clothed  and 
strongly  booted,  to  spin  over  a few  miles  of  well-stocked 
water  ; you  have  no  sloppy  can  of  live  fish  to  carry,  tor 
a score  of  fresh  dace  or  gudgeon,  packed  in  dry  sawdust, 
can  be  carried  in  a bag  on  your  back  ; your  gaff  can  be 
carried  suspended  from  a buttonhole;  then,  rod  in  hand, 
you  sally  forth.  The  best  spinning  tackle  for  pike  is  a vexed 
question,  for  probably  in  no  class  of  fishing  is  there  more 
variety.”  [Very  few  readers  of  these  pages  will  disagree 
with  “ Halcyon,”  but  no  doubt  they  would  be  glad  to 
hear  where  the  “few  miles  of  well-stocked  water  are 
situated.] 

******* 

The  Rose  and  the  Lake. 

A ROSEBUD  grows  upon  a lakelet’s  brim. 

It  overhangs  the  limpid  water  there. 

Which  like  a green-framed  mirror  glistens  fair. 
Scarce  rippled  by  the  dragon-flies  which  skim 
Upon  its  surface.  On  the  bush  there  grows 
A beautiful  and  fragrant  wild  red  rose. 

Its  drooping  stem  just  lifted  from  the  lake 
Where  oft  the  rose  a timorous  kiss  doth  take, 

For  it  enamoured  is  of  the  blue  sheen, 

While  the  lake  loves  the  rose  of  red  between 
Itself  and  the  clear  radiance  of  the  sky. 

“ What  loveliness  thou  bast ; what  tender  grace  ! 
The  rose  doth  say.  The  lake  protests,  “ Not  I, 

’Tis  but  thy  charms  reflected  in  my  face  ! 

— Dexter  Smith. 

* * * * * * 

“ It  is  a most  unfortunate  thing  for  all  those  who  use 
the  Thames,  whether  for  boating  or  angling,  or  who 
simply  reside  on  its  banks,  that  a large  quantity  of 
water  is  allowed  to  be  abstracted  at  Thames  Head,  for 
the  purpose  of  filling  the  Thames  and  Severn  Canal. 
In  ordinary  seasons  this  loss  is  not  felt,  but  in  seasons 
of  drought,  when  the  river  requires  all  its  natural 
supply,  the  Thames  Valley  is  not  only  rendered  un- 
healthy by  the  extreme  lowness  of  water,  brought  about 
by  pumping^  oporations  at  the  Thames  Head,  but  in  con- 
sequence  of  the  almost  total  absence  of  strea,m  and  the 
stagnation  of  the  river,  fungoid  diseases  attack  the  fish, 
which  are  destroyed  in  large  numbers.” 

******* 

The  Royal  Aquarium  was  converted  on  Friday  into 
one  vast  aviary,  upon  which  day  was  opened  the 
Eighth  Annual  Song  Bird  display,  promoted  by  the 
London  and  Provincial  Ornithological  Society.  Some- 
thing like  two  thousand  birds  of  all  varieties  are  on 
view. 

Sing  the  bumble  shilling, 

The  great  Canary  Show  1 
Quite  two  thousand  Dicky  Birds, 

Set  up  in  a row. 

W'hen  the  show  was  open. 

They  all  did  surely  sing, 

Wasn’t  this  a dainty  sight. 

Fit  for  any  king  ? 

******  * 

From  the  New  York  Timea  we  learn  that  on  ihe 
evening  of  Oct.  17  there  will  be  an  international  fisheries 
banquet  in  the  Art  Institute  Building,  at  which  100 
dishes  prepared  from  fish  and  sea  products  will  be  served. 
The  cooking  will  be  done  by  the  cooks  of  the  different 
commissions  represented  at  the  World  s Columbian 
Exposition.  The  cook  of  the  Chinese  Commission  will 
prepare  a soup  from  sharks’  fins,  while  the  cook  of  the 
Japanese  Commission  will  present  a porridge  prepared 
from  gelatinous  seaweeds  and  anemones  from  Japanese 
waters.  Each  cook  will  prepare  his  national  dish  of  fish 
food  The  banquet  will  be  modelled  after  the  one  held 
at  the  Centennial  Exhibition  in  1876,  for  which  Mr. 
Blackford  arranged  the  menu.  When  asked  how  he 
expected  a person  to  wade  through  such  a large  number 
of  dishes,  all  of  fish,  he  said  : “ There  will  be  a number 
of  standard  fish  dishes  from  which  the  company  will 
dine.  Then  the  innovations  in  piscatorial  cookery  will 
be  brought  in  and  everyone  will  taste  of  them  to  see 
what  they  are  like.”  I certainly  should  like  to  know 
what  they  are  like.  At  any  rate  it  would  be  a change 
from  ’am  and  heggs. 


We  have  two  or  three  good  frienls  in  Cambridgeshire 
who  are  only  too  pleased  to  write  or  wire  the  state  ot 
the  waters.  On  Wednesday  evening  one  of  these  cele- 
brated sportsmen — I feel  quite  confident  he  is  a sportsman 
—after  tolling  mo  “ whatever  you  do,  mind  and  bring 
down  some  ‘ King’s  Natural,’  for  they  prefer  paste  to 
anything  you  can  name” — continued,  “ Aud  now  for 
the  Cambridgeshire  winners'.”  01  course  he  intended 
to  have  written  “ waters.”  There’s  no  telling  what  the 
comp,  would  have  made  of  it;  perhaps  Caffnbridgo- 
shire  whoppers.” 

Talking  of  “whoppers/'  an  8lb.  eel,  caught  in  the 
upper  bay,  has  been  received  at  the  warehouse  of  the 
Sandusky  Fish  Company.  This  is  considered  one  of 
the  biggest  catches  of  the  kind  on  record  at  that  port. 
******* 

Reading  between  the  lines — salmon  lines  and  roach 
lines— while  looking  over  the  Editor’s  shoulder  (“which 
he  don’t  know  it  ”)  I can  tell  you  something  this  week 
that  must  be  “ looked  into  ” later  on.  From  the  hand- 
writing I should  guess  it  to  come  from  the  Russian 
Ambassador  (1  know  it  is  not  poor  Baron  Brunow).  I 
remember  him  in  the  GO'S,  and  drank  some  of  his  tee- 
total wine  (went  home  in  an  ambulance).  I can  only 
get  hold  of  the  envelope,  and  that  looks  like  one  from 
somebody  pretty  “high  up,”  and  the  postmark  is 
“Balmoral.”  I have  just  left  my  den  to  beard  the 
Editor  in  his  sanctum  to  “ take,  orders  ” (not  prefer- 
ment). The  first  object  which  meets  my  gaze  (to  which 
I should  not  object)  is  a 20-pounder— and  all  I can  find 
words  for  is  “ cucumber  1 

* * * * * * * ^ 

I have  just  “ sampled  ” two  big  bream  full  of  blisters, 
one  roach — (looked  more  like  a Japanese  trying-pan)— 
and  a jack  that  had  been  feeding  on  the  same  kind  ot 
things  you  give  away  to  the  “ ole  do  man  for  a mug 
hats,  boots,  broken  glass,  and  umbrellas.  Well,  what 
about  the  salmon  ? “ Sport  wretched.  Six  days  fishing 

and  only  sixteen  fish!  Rain  every  day  for  a week. 
Rivers  flooded.  No  rain  here ! Like  midsumrner. 
Wind  from  the  Grampians.  Dry  one  side,  wet  the 
other.  Water  all  gone  to  a thread.”  Well,  well ; 1 
can  go  Scotch  whisky,  and  Scotch  oatmeal,  and  Scotch 
salmon — but  I must  wait  till  our  champion  news-finder 
— Mac — gets  back  from  his  salmon  slaughtering  to  get 
the  sequel  to  all  this  wonderful  news. 

*******, 

Some  of  Messrs.  Kirk  and  Randall’s  workmen  en- 
gaged upon  the  New  Barracks,  Woolwich  Cominon, 
were  employed  last  Monday  in  breaking  up  an  old  ^in®' 
inch  pipe  drain,  about  ten  feet  long,  stopped  at  both 
ends  by  solid  concrete,  and  buried  18in.  deep.  They  were 
surprised  to  see  something*  alive  in  this  drain,  after 
a little  persuasion  a cat  came  forth  and  tottered  away, 
after  being  shut  up  for  exactly  one  month.  It  is  just 
that  time  by  the  records  that  one  end  of  the  pipe  was 
left  open,  and  the  cat  must  have  crept  in  at  night  to  be 
concreted  up  in  the  morning.  After  partaking  of  light 
liquid  refreshment,  the  cat  was  claimed  by  its  owner, 
who  lives  on  the  common.  [This  certainly  does  sound 
oncommon.] 

* # * * « * * , 

A gentleman  named  Tomson  says  that  a friend  of 
his  took  seven  pike  on  Saturday  last  from  the  Ouse  at 
St.  Neots;  while  the  day  before  another  angler  took 
twenty-one  (largest,  71b.).  He  also  remarks  that  “ the 
fish  must  have  been  on  the  feed.”  What  did  fb®y 
take?  'The  magic  number  “seven”  must  have  had 
something  to  do  with  it.  First,  we  have  seven  pike  ; then 
three  times  seven  (twenty-one),  largest  seven  pounds  ! 

*******. 
This  account  of  the  capture  of  three  times  sevrn  pike 
is  simply  a record  of  the  number  of  fish  taken.  We  are 
not  treated  to  any  “hair-lifting”  recital  of  the  diffi- 
culties experienced  in  landing  them.  Perhaps  they  are 
all  Jardines  at  St.  Nowts.  I think  I am  right  in  saying 
that  “Mr.  Alfred”  took  two  pike  of  371b.  each,  and 
landed  them  “without  assistance.”  I also  read  in  a 
Nottingham  paper  that  a pike  was  taken  from  some 
private  water  in  the  Matlock  district  which  “ turned 
the  scale  at  141b.,  and  measured  3ft.  4in.  in  length.” 
This  “six-year-old”  took  three  men  to  land  it  I 
******* 

The  following  is  from  an  American  contemporary : 
“Honk!  Ha-u-n-k ! Gobble-ble-bobblo ! Haunk-ety- 
honk  ' Old  Puss  pricked  up  her  ears  and  began  to  jump 
and  then  whine.  Mrs.  T.  said  : What  in  the  world  is 

all  that  noise  ? A big  flock  of  geese  were 

feeding  in  the  wheat  stubble,  and  we  had  disturbed 
them.”  If  this  had  happened  to  the  F.  0.  we  should 
have  blamed  it  all  to  the  poor  comps. 

#****«*. 

I WONDER  whether  the  comp,  or  the  reporter  is  to 
blame  for  the  following : “Ouse— Littleport.— Sergt.  C. 
Nutkins  landed  altogether  (fishing  seven  lines)  lOjlb. 
Now,  Mr.  Nutkins  is  a respected  and  respectable 
member  of  the  Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  and  is, 
therefore  a sportsman.  On  the  date  when  this  miracle 
was  performed  the  road  to  the  Ouse  was  paved 
(like  some  other  road  we  have  read  about)  with  good 
intent  ’uns.  ,..*** 

* * * * .*.*„* 

Mr.  Nutkins,  we  will  not  believe  it  of  you  seven 
times  is  what  should  have  fieen  recorded.  It  sounds 
very  much  like  “ Boose — Much  Port!”  One  line  at  a 
time  is  enough  for  me,  until  I hear  how  much  money  has 
been  subscribed  towards  the  Preservation  Fund.  It 
may  be  the  magic  number  (seven)  that  has  caused  all 
the  mischief.  We  have  heard  of  the  seven  stars,  the 
seven  candlesticks,  the  seven  ages,  the  Seven  Dials,  the 
seven  days  of  the  week,  and  the  Seven  Sisters  Road  ; but 
“ Seven  Lines  ! ” Why,  it  would  be  worse  than  using 
.[.jjg  Dragnet. 
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REPORTS  FROM  JHRS,  LOCHS,  k. 

1®*  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below. 

^30  min.  for  Chelsea.  ^55  min.  for  Kew. 

. 1 \ 75  ,,  ,,  Richmond. 

Add-^45  „ ,,  Hammer-  AddsSO  „ „ Twieken- 

smith.  / ham. 

,,  Teddington 


''50 


Barnes. 


Example  : If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

^•B.  -A  strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 

Time  of  High  Watee.  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday,  Oct.  28  

Sundav.  ..  29 

Monday.  ..  30  ... 

Tuesday,  ,,  31  

Wednesdav.Kov.  1 

Thursday.  ..  2 . 

Morning. 

4.  7 

5.45 

Evening. 

3.45 

4.29 

5.19 

6,14 

7.26 

Friday,  ,,  3 . 

10.21 

High  Water  at  Amberlet  and  Pulborough. 

o i.  j j Morning.  Evening 

Saturday,  Oct.  28  4 4 4 25 

Sunday,  „ 29  4.47  "i;;.'!!;;;;;;!  5;  9 

Monday,  „ 30  5.34  5.59 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley. 

Pulborough  will  be  two  hours  forty  minutes  later. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— There  has 
not  been  sufficient  rain  yet  to  make  any  permanent 
improvement  in  the  character  and  tone  of  the  water,  as 
R IS  described  in  the  reports  this  week  as  being  low  and 
bright  in  places,  and  in  several  portions  of  the  river 
there  has  been  very  little  done  in  the  way  of  angling.  I 
thmk  it  is  a pity  that  some  of  the  anglers  object  to  the 
publication  of  any  results  in  the  way  of  angling,  and 
prevent  the  fishermen  they  have  employed  from 
supplying  to  the  press  their  results.  I know  there  are 
tnose  who  object  to  their  names  being  published,  but  it 
would  be  a matter  of  public  utility  if  they  would  permit 
the  fisherman  under  his  own  name  to  give  a return  of 
the  sport  when  it  has  been  a good  day,  and  he  would 
derive  benefit  from  it,  and  the  public  would  know 
what  has  been  done.  I have  such  an  instance 
before  me  of  a friend  of  mine  who,  after  a fair 
day  s sport,  gave  strict  orders  to  his  fisherman  not 
to  make  any  report  of  it,  and  in  this  case  I do  not  think 
he  would  have  objected  to  its  being  known  without  the 
mention  of  his  name,  and  this  is  not  a solitary  instance. 

I am  glad  to  learn  that,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Chertsey  Angling  Association,  the  conservators  have 
decided  to  give  a deputation  to  the  veteran  John  Poulter 
to  act  under  the  new  bye-laws  as  an  assistant  river 
keeper.  I have  referred  before  to  these  new  hye-laws 
deputations,  and  in  making  the  exchange 
William  Milbourne  writes,  “I  have  had  it  now  for 
nearly  twenty-eight  years.’  But,  in  reference  to  myself, 

I have  given  up  one  that  I have  held  for  above  that 
period.  I hope  we  shall  soon  have  a good  flush  of  water, 
and  then  there  will  be  some  good  jack  Ashing,  as  it  will 
be  found  on  reference  to  the  reports  these  fish  are  being 
taken  in  several  portions  of  the  river,  but  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  what  the  new  bye-laws  say  in  regard  to 
the  particular  mode  of  angling  for  them. — B. 

Upper  Thames. — The  river  continues  of  a good 
height,  and  has  plenty  of  go  in  it,  but  the  tint  imparted 
by  the  recent  rains  has  departed,  and  the  water  is  again 
a transparency.  The  weeds  are  yet  much  in  evidence. 
Roach  in  the  after  part  of  the  day  of  late  have  come 
on  well,  but  it  is  difficult  to  keep  them  feeding  for 
any  time  in  one  swim,  but  this  is  evidently  because  of 
the  quantity  of  jack  which  are  now  out  of  the  weeds 
seeking  what  they  may  devour.  In  the  Bourne  End  and 
Stonehouse  waters,  Mr.  Eustace  Jackson  has  been  doing 
fairly  with  perch,  on  one  occasion  getting  five  fish,  going 
together  41b.  In  the  Harleyford  water,  Mr.  Ford  in  the 
past  week  has,  fishing  for  an  hour  or  two  in  the  day 
taken  five  or  six  jack,  best  fish  a well  made  one  of 
/41b.  Jack,  roach,  and  perch  are  now  the  most  payable 
prey  to  go  for  in  the  Thames.— Thursday  evening  : 
Latest  reports  tell  of  fish  feeding  well. — Marlow 
Buzz. 

Thames  (Datchet).— River  still  low  ; jack  fishing 
best  on  just  now.  Lobworms  being  very  plen* 
tilul,  I well  baited  a swim  for  barbel.  A gentleman 
sent  me  three  barbel,  the  result.  Perhaps  they  didn’t 
worms.  Messrs.  Wade  and  friend,  on  the 
17tn,  three  barbel  and  four  jack.  I tried  the  jack  yes- 
terday  ; had  six  fish,  largest  71b ; had  a lot  more  runs. 

X naa  just  luted  the  bait  out,  spinning  a rare  roll  of 
water  under  the  punt.  He  must  have  been  a big  fish  • 
he  did  not  come  near  the  surface.  I tried  a big  roach 
omi  ; I should  think  he  was  a fish  181b.  or 

..uib.  ft  we  don’t  get  any  heavy  rain  there  will  be  some 
jack  fishing  this  autumn. — G.  Lumsden. 
Thames  (Kingfston). — John  Johnson,  during  the 
u’  barbel,  eight  hream,  nine  jack,  eight 

chub,  and  eleven  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  R.  Bolton 


in  four  days,  seven  jack,  four  barbel,  and  twenty  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace.  J.  Knight,  in  the  week,  four  jack, 
four  bream,  two  chub,  five  perch,  and  sixteen  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace.  The  bank  anglers  have  been  getting 
some  roach,  barbel,  jack,  and  chub.  The  water  here  is 
low  and  bright. 

Thames  (Hichmond). — Henry  Wheeler,  in  three 
days,  481b.  of  roach  and  dace.  Henry  Mansell,  on  an 
average,  151b.  of  roach  and  dace  each  day  ; and  Job 
Brain,  jun.,  121b.  Job  Brain,  sen.,  during  the  week, 
601b.  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Staines). — John  Keene,  jun.,  one  day  with 
Mr.  Hewlett  and  friend,  seven  barbel  and  three  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace  ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Wilson,  201b.  of 
roach  and  chub  ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Edwards  and 
son,  181b.  of  barbel  and  roach  ; and  another  day,  with 
Mr.  Hayward  and  friend,  five  dozen  of  roaqh  and  dace. 

Thames  (Sunbury).- Mr.  C.  Forster,  with  Edward 
Clarke,  in  two  days,  fifty  barbel.  Messrs.  T.  and  A. 
Stroud,  in  the  week,  two  jack,  seven  barbel,  and  twelve 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  C.  Meade  has  taken  a 
jack  of  8Jlb.,  fishing  in  a private  boat. 

Thames  (Teddington). — Joseph  Baldwin,  in  three 
days,  five  jack,  four  barbel,  and  fifteen  dozen  of  roach 
and  dace  ; and  Mr.  McBride,  in  the  week,  five  jack  and 
thirty  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — C.  Brown,  during  the 
week,  two  bream,  one  barbel,  and  561b.  of  roach  and 
dace  : George  Coxon,  in  two  and  a half  days,  two  barbel 
and  461b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; J.  Coxen,  sen.,  one  day, 
161b.  of  roach  and  dace;  another  day,  141b. ; and  another 
day,  twelve  dozen ; Samuel  Cole,  in  the  week,  two 
barbel  and  601b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; John  Frost,  701b.  of 
roach,  dace,  and  bream ; Pert  Hammerton,  two  barbel  and 
651b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; George  Lee,  in  five  days,  601b. 
of  roach  and  dace  ; Richard  Moffatt,  in  four  days,  two 
barbel  and  501b.  of  roach  and  dace — one  of  the  roach 
weighed  11b.  9oz.  and  another  11b.  7oz.  ; John  Spong, 
during  the  week,  five  bream  and  901b.  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Walton)  . — Richard  Walford,  one  day, 
with  Mr.  Barton,  two  bream  weighing  71b.  and  a perch 
of  IJlb.  : another  day,  with  Mr.  Lee,  two  dozen  of  fine 
roach,  the  largest  Hb.  ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Batchelor, 
fourteen  jack,  the  largest  5Jlb.  ; and  another  day,  with 
Mr.  Ferguson,  twenty-three  bream,  and  a couple  of 
barbel  weighing  71b.  Of  individual  takes,  Mr.  Powell 
got  five  jack,  the  largest  5|lb.  ; Mr.  Alderson,  five 
dozen  of  roach  ; Mr.  Palet,  four  bream  and  two  and  a 
half  dozen  of  roach;  Mr.  James,  two  jack,  largest  51b., 
seven  bream,  and  two  dozen  of  roach ; and  George 
Brand,  five  dozen  of  roach. 

Windsor  District. — Though  the  river  has  been  low 
and  bright  and  is  so  still,  there  has  been  quite  a plethora 
of  sport.  Foremost  amongst  the  various  bags  being 
those  made  by  Mr.  W.  Fountain,  of  Eton,  out  with  G. 
Paine,  of  Etonwick,  their  four  days’  total  of  barbel  being 
851b.  and  a grand  roach  of  11b.  lOoz.,  which  was  taken 
by  Mr.  Fountain.  Messrs.  Harris  and  Williams,  of  Eton, 
had  a heavy  bag  of  barbel  in  one  day,  341b.,  but  they 
were  small.  The  best  basket  of  roach  was  one  of  three 
dozen  taken  in  a very  short  time  by  Mr.  C.  Hewlett,  of 
Eton.  Jack  have  been  running  fairly  well.  Lumsden, 
of  Datchet,  one  day  had  five,  largest  4Jlb. ; Mr.  T.’ 
Skelton,  of  Datchet,  one,  41b. ; Messrs.  Pearce  and 
Minns,  of  Water  Oakley,  five,  largest  4|lb. ; the  Coun- 
tess of  Wilton,  on  one  occasion,  three,  largest  5Jlb.  In 
my  last  report  anent  her  Ladyship’s  prowess  as  an 
angler  an  inaccuracy  occurs  respecting  the  weight  of  the 
chub  'She  caught  whilst  jack  fishing.  It  was  weighed  in 
the  presence  of  Sir  Frederick  Johnstone  and  Sir  Sey- 
mour Blane,  and  went  exactly  41b.  12Joz.,  not  41b.  5oz. 
as  reported.  By  the  way,  since  the  report  in  your  last, 
her  Ladyship  has  been  much  amused  at  the  number  of 
fishing-tackle  lists  that  have  poured  in  to  The  Hatch 
Windsor. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Anckolme  District.— Fishing  has  been  good  during 
the  past  week,  as  the  following  i-esults  will  show  : On 
one  day,  Mr.  Watson,  sen.,  of  Brigg,  had  121b.,  of  fine 
roach.  On  the  19th,  five  anglers  caught  951b.  of  fish, 
most  of  them  bream,  in  the  Kew  River.  The  names  are 
Mr.  A.  Davis,  Hull,  291b.  ; Mr.  J.  H.  Roberts,  Sheffield, 
241b.  ; Mr.  F.Cauldwell,  Sheffield,  211b.  ; Mr.  Broadhead 
Sheffield.  111b.  ; and  Mr.  B.  Cauldwell,  Sheffield,  101b. 
The  East  Riding  Angling  Association,  of  Hull,  fished  a 
match  in  the  Kew  River  on  Saturday  last.  Munday 
was  first  with  61b.  7oz.  ; Palmer,  second,  with  31b.  12oz.  ; 
and  Wakefield,  third,  with  lib.  6oz.  Seventeen  com- 
peted, and  all  caught  fish.  Conditions  are  favourable 
for  good  sport  during  the  coming  week. — Thomas  Ford. 

Comish  Streams.— Although  the  Camel  and 
Fowey  are  in  fair  condition  as  far  as  size  and  colour  are 
concerned,  there  is  a singular  lack  of  sport  with  salmon, 
Very  few  of  these  fish  appear  to  have  run  up  yet,  and 
rods  are  getting  disheartened.  Peel  are  still  taken  on 
both  rivers,  but  they  are  by  no  means  in  good  condition, 
as  might  be  expected.  George  Coleman  got  five  on 
Friday  in  the  Fowey,  and  another  rod  has  been  getting 
three  a day  on  the  average,  while  the  Camel  fishermen 
are  getting  similar  takes.  A salmon  of  81b.  was  taken 
in  the  Fowey  on  Monday  morning  before  the  pollution 
from  the  mines  came  down. — Bodmin. 

Dee  (Corwen,  N.  Wales).— The  river  is  in  very 
good  order  for  salmon  fishing.  The  following  fish  have 
been  killed  : On  Friday,  13th,  Mr.  T.  Summner,  one,  91b  ■ 
Tuesday,  17th,  D.  J.  Liddell,  one,  61b.  ; Wednesday, 
18th,  Mr.  T.  Summner,  one,  21. 'lb.  ; Friday,  20th,  Mr 
Shaw,  one,  61b.  ; D.  J.  Liddell,  one,  71b,  ; Saturday’ 
21st.  D.  J.  Liddell,  one,  71b.;  Monday,  23rd,  Mr.  H 
Williams,  one,  51b.  ; D.  J.  Liddell,  one,  7ilb.  ; 24th,  Mr! 
Shaw,  one,  51b.  The  season  closes  on  Kov.  1.  Special 
tickets  for  grayling  and  pike  are  issued  from  Oct.  14  to 
Feb.  14  at  5s.  Thursday,  26th,  Mr.  H.  Williams,  one 
121b. — Alwen. 


Der'went  (Ambergatei. — There  have  been  a good 
number  of  rods  at  work  during  the  week,  and  a lot  of 
grayling  andcoai-se  fish  taken,  mostly  by  bottom  fishing, 
with  maggot  and  worms  for  bait.  Fly-fishers  have  not 
had  a pleasant  week,  as  the  wind  has  been  rough  and 
cold  : the  weather  appears  to  be  broken  up  at  time  of 
writing,  and  it  is  questionable  whether  there  will  be 
more  grayling  fly-fishing  this  season  in  eonsequence. — 
Amber  Dhn. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks).— The  water  has  again 
got  low  and  bright,  but  is  still  in  good  condition  for 
worm  fishing.  We  are  having  frosty  nights,  and  gray- 
ling appear  to  be  well  on  the  feed,  several  nice  fish 
having  been  taken  on  the  fly  near  Kirkham  Abbey 
during  the  past  week,  as  also  several  pike  on  live  bait ; 
the  heaviest  fish  weighed  about  71b. — ^H. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.- W'e  have  had  another 
mild  week,  and  we  hear  of  a few  fish  (grayling)  being 
taken  on  the  Dovedale  water.  There  has  not  been  more 
than  an  odd  fisherman  out  to  every  five  miles  of  water 
this  week  hereabouts. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Hast  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).— We 
have  not  yet  had  a flood  of  water  sufficient  for  a run  of 
salmon.  Kumbers  of  fish  have  been  taken  by  the  nets- 
men  in  the  tidal  waters  during  the  past  fortnight. — 
H.  S.  Harland. 

laden  (Carlisle). — There  is  no  longer  any  doubt  that 
salmon  are  not  nearly  so  numerous  in  the  river  as  is 
usual  at  this  time  of  year.  Some  old  hands  think  that  it 
is  owing  to  the  kelts  being  delayed  so  long  in  getting  off 
to  sea  by  the  drought,  and  that. we  .shall  have  a very  late 
run,  too  late  for  anglers.  On  the  19th  Mr.  Tully  killed 
a fish  of  201b.,  and  Mr.  Robinson  Bone  one,  221b.,  at 
Cargo.  The  Corby  Castle  keeper  had  one  161b.,  and  Mr. 
Ritson  and  Mr.  Sayers  each  one  in  the  Association  water. 
In  the  same  water,  on  the  20th,  Mr.  Jos.  Fox  and  Mr. 
Brown  had  one  apiece.  On  the  21st,  the  Rickerby 
keeper  landed  a 23-pounder,  and  a gentleman  one 
in  the  Warwick  Hall  water.  The  only  fish  re- 
ported for  Monday,  23rd,  was  one  at  Cargo  by 
Robert  Elwood.  On  the  24th,  Mr.  Eustace  Hills  killed 
one,  181b.,  in  the  Corby  water;  John  Little,  one,  171b., 
at  Rickerby  ; Major  Trench,  one,  161b.,  in  the  Associa- 
tion water  ; and  James  Matthews,  a small  one  at  Grins- 
dale.  The  river  is  to-day  in  flood,  and  the  rain  came 
with  such  a strong  blast  from  the  west  that  fish  are 
sure  to  come,  if  they  are  in  the  Solway.  If  this  spate 
does  not  bring  them,  the  season  of  1893  will  end  as 
disastrously  as  it  began. — Silver-Grey. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— We  have  had  a nice 
freshet  down  this  week,  and  several  salmon  have  been 
seen  taking  the  weirs.  It  is,  however,  rather  late  now 
for  the  rod  and  line  men,  the  majority,  I think,  having 
already  laid  by  their  weapons.  Coarse  fishermen  will 
no  doubt  find  things  much  livelier  than  for  some  time 
past,  as  the  river  is  now  in  first-rate  trim  for  all-round 
angling.  A few  fair  bags  of  roach  have  been  had 
lately  from  the  Exwick  water  and  Canal.  On  the  Clist, 
Messrs.  Graf  and  Roberts  had  some  nice  perch.  Live 
minnow  is  accounting  for  the  best  bags  from  this  water, 
and  this  applies  equally  to  the  Canal. — Red  Palmer. 

Granta  (Wkittlesford). — Water  exceptionally  low, 
but  some  good  fish  can  be  seen. — Whitzer. 

Lea  and  Stort. — The  water  is  in  good  condition,  and 
the  weather  during  the  last  few  days  has  been  favour- 
able. Some  frosts  will  be  welcomed  by  the  pike  and 
perch  fishermen.  Ferrie  Boat,  Tottenham  : a few  size- 
able jack  and  some  roach  have  been,  caught.  Games’s, 
Higham  Hill  : not  much  has  been  done  here  lately ; 
whilst  at  Cook’s  Ferry  fishing  has  been  out  of  the  quesi- 
tion  in  consequence  of  the  Lea  drainage  operations, 
which  are  not  yet  completed.  In  the  Waltham  Abbey 
district,  Mr.  R.  Simmons  had  two  fair  sized  jack,  and 
Mr.  Pound  a roach  of  14oz. ; Lefevre,  one  of  15oz., 
amongst  others  ; Vesey,  a bream  of  lib.  2joz.  and  11b.  of 
roach.  There  will  be  an  open  competition  for  five 
prizes  on  Oct.  29.  A contest  of  a novel  nature  is  pro- 
posed to  take  place  at  an  early  date,  Mr.  Avis,  of  the 
King’s  Arras,  will  give  ^£1  to  be  fished  for  by  a dozen 
representative  London  roach  fishermen.  Further  par- 
ticulars next  week.  Perch  fishing  should  now  be  at  its 
best.  Mr.  Phesay  had  some  nice  dace,  one  going  9|oz., 
from  the  Ware  district.  Whatever  may  be  the  result  to 
the  fishing  after  the  drainage  works  are  completed, 
there  will  be  a lot  of  water  that  has  hitherto  been  un- 
fishable.  Thursday  morning  : Weather  more  settled  ; 
water  in  good  order.— Spliced  Joint. 

Lea  (Ware). — The  Good  Intents  succeeded  in  fishing 
off  their  prizes  here  last  Sunday  that  remained  from  the 
previous  Sunday,  the  winner  of  the  first  prize  taking  it 
with  71b.  of  fish.  One  of  their  members  is  matched  to 
fish  Mr.  J.  Baldock.,  of  the  Toll  Bridge  here,  for  one 
sovereign  a side,  on  Sunday  next,  from  Ware  Bridge  to 
Hertford  Lock. — The  Bull  Inn. 

Leicester. — The  frequent  rains  we  have  had  of  late 
have  benefited  the  waters  in  Leicestershire  to  a great 
extent,  and  all  round  fishing  has  shown  a decided 
improvement.  Roach,  pike,  and  chub  have  been  taken 
freely  from  the  waters  preserved  by  the  Leicester 
Angling  Society.  A few  of  the  best  lots  of  roach  were  •. 
Mr.  Prime,  91b.  ; Mr.  Shelton,  91b. ; Mr.  Gilbert,  61b.  ; 
Mr.  Richardson,  61b.  A few  brace  of  fair-sized  pike 
have  also  been  taken.  Chub  fishing  has  afforded  the 
best  sport,  the  waters  now  being  in  excellent  condition 
for  this  class  of  angling.  The  heaviest  specimens  were 
show’n  by  Mr.  Partridge,  a brace,  31b.  and  3Jlb.  ; Mr. 
Thompson,  one,  3ilb. ; Mr.  Pinnock,  one,  Stlb.  Mr. 

C.  Baugh  took  a carp,  121b.  9^oz.,  measuring 

2ft.  4in.  Other  fish  taken  by'  this  angler  were  a carp, 
51b.  80Z.,  and  a tench,  31b.  4joz.  At  the  free  waters 
sport  has  been  dull.  Waters  in  good  condition. 

Lugg  and  Arro-wr  (Leominster).  — Both  these 
streams  have  been  visited  with  some  nice  rain,  and  they 
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have  risen  and  are  improved.  The  fish  have  been  rising 
much  better.  Some  very  fair  sport  has  been  had,  and 
good-fish  landed.  The  Pinsley  is  now  low  and  clear. — 
Gwvnne. 

Lxigg',  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 

Bivers  are  in  splendid  order,  yet  the  grayling  have  not 
been  sporting  freely  for  the  last  few  days.  At  time  of 
■writing  (Wednesday  evening)  rain  threatens.  Flies  as 
last  week.  There  is  no  apparent  reason  why  sport 
should  not  be  good  the  coming  week. — K.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Maidstone). — Water  in  good  condition 
for  all-round  angling ; have  not  heard  of  anything 
special  being  done  amongst  any  of  the  anglers.  The 
weeds  are  well  down,  and  a good  lively  dace  or  spinning 
bait  should  yield  some  good  sport  amongst  the  pike. 
There  are  some  good  fish  to  be  had  in  all  the  pens. — W . 
Sheubsole. 

Medway  (Tonbridge). — Present  state  of  the  water 
is  about  perfect  in  some  parts,  but  where  mill-streams 
rnn  in  they  make  it  a little  too  thick  ; a few  small  jack 
to  hand  and  also  a few  roach,  but  anglers  have  been  few 
and  far  between.  I find  that  the  anglers  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood are  pretty  much  summer  anglers.  To  London 
anglers  the  town  pen  will  be  empty  on  Saturday  after- 
noon and  Sunday,  but  below  the  river  will  be  all  right, 
only  just  a little  thick. — R.  E.  W. 

Ouse,  Derwent,  Bye,  &c.  (Yorkshire).  These 
rivers,  although  low  in  volume,  have  been  fished  with 
much  success  of  late,  especially  the  grayling  stretches 
of  the  Upper  Derwent  and  Rye,  where  some  fair  sport 
has  been  indulged  in.  The  best  samples  of  grayling 
have  been  taken  with  swimming  the  maggot  on  fine 
tackle.  Several  pike  have  been  taken,  the  largest  one 
from  the  private  waters  at  Castle  Howard,  weighing 
over  201b.  Several  good  baskets  of  roach  and  chub 
continue  to  be  made  in  the  Ouse,  which  still  flows  a 
nice  colour. — Ronald. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Last  week  I reported  that 
prospects  of  good  sport  were  improving  daily.  I am 
sorry  to  say  that  this  improvement  has  not  been  main- 
tained, in  spite  of  the  water  being  in  better  colour. 
Pike  fishing  has  been  very  bad  ; several  have  tried  live 
baiting  for  them,  without  getting  a single  run  during  the 
whole  day.  A few  have  been  taken  spinning,  but  these 
were  very  small,  and  should  all  have  been  returned. 
Roach  are  still  taking  creed  wheat  and  worms  rather 
freely  ; some  very  nice  ones  have  been  caught  by  local 
anglers  near  the  sewer  swim.  Never  before  at  this 
season  of  the  year  have  the  weeds  been  known  to  be  so 
abundant.  The  work  of  dredging  proceeds  so  slowly 
that  anglers  must  not  expect  to  derive  much  benefit 
therefrom  for  many  months.  Long  before  this  let  us 
hope  Jack  Frost  will  put  in  an  appearance,  and  effec- 
tually settle  the  weed  nuisance. — B. 

Ouse  Huntingdon. — Although  the  water  is  in 
prime  condition,  pike  are  not  feeding  as  might  be 
expected  for  October.  I only  hear  of  fish  being  taken 
during  the  week,  one  31b.  and  one  Gib.,  and  one  undersize, 
but  two  more  runs  were  had,  but  they,  not  feeding  weP, 
were  lost.  Roach  have  been  feeding  well,  and  some 
good  ones  have  been  taken  with  wheat. — H.  Rout. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — The  jack  are  now  coming  along 
nicely  with  the  present  colder  weather.  I have  had 
twenty-two  during  the  week,  ranging  from  31b.  to  81b. 
each.  A local  angler,  a Mr.  McNish,  had  twenty-one 
last  Wednesday,  but  they  were  (so  I am  told)  'very 
small,  and  he,  with  the  true  sportsmanlike  spirit, 
returned  a liberal  majority  of  them  to  their  natural 
element. — A.  Scaed. 

Severn  (Shrevrsbury).— The  heavy  rains  have  con- 
siderably benefited  the  river,  and  the  water  is  now  in 
grand  order  for  pike  or  perch  fishing,  so  that  anglers 
will  do  well  to  take  advantage  of  the  present  fine 
weather  to  indulge  in  a few  hours’  angling.  Some 
heavy  pike  have  been  caught  at  Uflfington,  Shelton, 
Atcham,  and  other  places.  The  river  is  now  sufficiently 
clear  for  bottom  fishing,  and  the  light  frost  and  sunny 
days  should  cause  the  fish  to  feed  well. — Piscatoe. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
neeb). — During  the  end  of  last  week  and  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  one,  the  weather  was  most 
favourable  and  all  these  rivers  were  again  getting  into 
good  condition,  but  another  change  occurred  suddenly 
on  Wednesday,  when  the  wind  blew  a gale  which  con- 
tinued all  day  and  the  following  night.  The  gale  was 
accompanied  by  drenching  showers,  and  in  some 
localities,  especially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Llan- 
santffraid,  rain  poured  down  in  torrents.  The  un- 
settled weather  still  continues,  and  at  present  the  rivers 
are  unfit  for  angling. — Vtenwt. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).  — River  still  very  clear, 
and  all  fishing,  except  for  jack,  is  useless.  A few  have 
been  taken  where  the  water  is  clear  from  weeds,  but  of 
no  size,  largest  41b.  to  51b.— W.  Bainbbidqe. 

Sussex  Biivers. — Chichester  Canal,  with  over  three 
miles  of  water,  is  in  the  market,  on  lease  for  angling 
purposes,  and  it  is  a pity  that  in  this,  one  of  the  best 
angling  resorts  in  Sussex,  the  fish  should  be  allowed  to 
deteriorate  for  the  want  of  change  of  stock.  During  the 
week,  in  the  basin  alone,  close  to  the  railway  station, 
several  pike  have  been  taken.  Captain  Seymour  is  accre- 
dited with  a fish  of  141b.,  Mr.  Jas.  Wright  one  of  101b., 
one  of  81b.,  and  several  smaller  ones.  Mr.  Scanlan,  a 
London  angler,  secured  a fine  perch  of  close  upon  41b. 
with  gentles';  and  Mr.  Ernest  King  one  of  21b.  8oz., 
which  is  being  preserved.  Bream  fishermen  have  done 
well,  and  baskets  of  from  121b.  to  201b.  have  been  taken. 
The  water  has  been  lowered  three  feet  to  clear  the  mud 
and  debris  from  the  basin,  and  in  the  reach  from  here  to 
the  Ash  Tree  swim  a hundred  or  more  pike  can  be  seen 
in  the  shallow  water.  Roach  fishermen  have  had  good 
takes  on  the  Ouse,  both  above  Barcombe  and  below  Lewes, 
several  fish  of  over  Hlb.  have  been  taken — the  heaviest 


by  light  ledgering  with  worm.  Chub  up  to  2ilb.  and  pike 
weighing  8Jlb.  are  notified.  Mixed  baskets  of  dace, 
roach,  and  flat  fish  are  recorded  from  the  tidal  water  of 
the  Aden,  in  the  Steyning  district,  and  from  the  upper 
reaches  near  Honfield  several  good  pike  have  been  taken. 
Bass  seem  to  have  departed  from  the  harbours  and 
estuaries,  but  codling  are  giving  sport  with  ragworm 
as  bait. 

Teme  (Knighton).— The  Teme  is  now  running  m 
fair  order  for  angling,  but  is  low.  Rain  has  been  had, 
but  few  rods  have  been  out.  Sport  should  be  good  with 
grasshopper  and  maggot.  Fishing  with  the  fly  slow  at 
present. — K.  Knighton. 

Teme  (Ludlo-w).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is  now 
running  clear  and  a nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for 
angling.  The  late  rain  has  improved  the  water,  and  the 
grayling  have  been  feeding  well.  Pike  have  been  moving 
better,  and  some  nice  fish  have  been  taken.  On  Satur- 
day a nice  lot  of  grayling  were  taken.  Near  Whitcliffe 
Mr.  Smith  landed  a perch,  11b.  9oz. ; on  Tuesday,  a 
pike,  7Jlb.  Under  Whitcliffe  some  good  grayling  have 
been  taken.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  arc 
all  low  and  clear,  but  in  good  order  for  fishing.  In  the 
Corve  some  good  grayling  have  been  landed  with  the 
fly.— S.  I.UDLOW.  . 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  part  the  late  rain  has 
very  much  improved  the  prospect  for  fi.shing.  A good 
few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  have  chiefly  used  the 
fly.  Grayling  are  rising  better  at  the  Willow  and  Red 
Tag,  and  the  prospect  for  sport  is  good,  and  some  good 
fish  should  be  landed.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche 
are  low  and  clear  : sport  in  them  dull.  Woecestee. 

Torridge  (Torrington).— River  had  a spate  again 
this  morning,  which  will  bring  up  some  fresh  fish.  Two 
salmon  and  many  peel  have  been  taken  this  last  week. 

J.  D.  Bastard  took  a lOlb.  salmon  with  the  fly.  If  the 
weather  continues  fine  there  will  be  a chance  for  salmon 
during  the  coming  week.  About  a fortnight  left  for 
fishing  in  North  Devon  this  season.  — Peactical 

ANGLEE.  , . Tr  1 

Trent  (Newark).— Barbel  were  taken  in  the  Holme 
section  of  the  Trent,  a few  miles  below  Newark,  on 
Thursday  and  Friday  last,  Mr.  David  Slater  securing  ten 
and  Mr.  "Councillor  Chatterton  four  nice  fish,  one  of  the 

latter’s  weighing  5Jlb. , but  they  all  bore  a pale  appear- 
ance, the  bronze  back  and  greeny  tinge  on  the  sides  of 
the  summer  barbel  having  departed,  although  they  were 
in  the  best  of  condition  otherwise.  Bottom  fishing  is 
quiet,  and  pike  have  run  small,  the  best  being  one  by 
Mr.  F.  C.  Lees,  weighing  51b.  8oz.  The  Trent  to-day 
(Thursday)  is  exceedingly  low  and  fine,  but  weather  very 
boisterous  and  stormy— unfit  for  angling.  Tbent- 

^^^sk.— The  river  continues  in  the  pink  of  condition 
for  angling,  but  very  few  salmon  are  being  captured. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  most  anglers  that  the  salmon  are 
very  scarce  on  the  ground.  On  Friday  last  General 
Mignon  caught  three,  one  201b. ; Mr.  H.  Freeman,  one, 
161b.;  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  one;  Mr.  T.  Rees,  on  Saturday, 
caught  one  ; Mr.  Kekewich,  one  ; Mr.  H.  W.  Pride,  one  ; 
Colonel  Bocke,  one  ; Mr.  Bishop,  two  ; Mr.  W.  Stone, 
one.  Mondav,  Mr.  W.  Stone,  one ; General  Mignon, 
one;  Mr.  Kekewich,  two. — T. 

Yare  (Norwich.). — Anglers  have  been  favoured  with 
another  fine  week’s  weather,  and  the  latter  part  of  last 
week  some  capital  catches  were  made  at  Buckenham 
Perry  and  higher  up  in  the  Rockland  Reaches,  the  best 
take  being  about  2 stone  of  roach,  &c.,  whilst  others 
varied  from  101b.  up  to  221b.  ; and  early  this  week  Mr. 
J.  Henwell,  of  the  Boar’s  Head  Angling  Club,  -with  Mr. 
Anderton,  of  Newmarket,  were  fortunate  at  Buckenham 
Ferry,  landing  33lb.  (I  weighed  the  fish)  of  bream  and 
roach— the  largest  bream  scaled  31b.  and  the  largest 
roach  about  11b.  At  Brundall,  some  very  tair 
takes  of  roach  have  been  had,  including  a 
fine  fish.  On  Saturday  last,  at  Buxton  - on -the - 
Bure,  an  angler  caught  a basketful  of  roach,  which  I 
guess  weighed  stone,  whilst  his  companion  secured 
about  a score  of  very  large  roach  and  a beautiful  trout 
{Salmo  fario),  which  had  only  been  out  of  the  water  a 
short  time  when  I saw  it,  and  it  certainly  was  a charm- 
ing fish  ; weighed  about  l^lb.  Small  jack  continue  to 
be  caught  all  along  the  Yare  and  Bure  by  trailing.  One 
of  191b.  is  reported,  but  I cannot  vouch  for  it;  this  is 
said  to  be  taken  on  private  lyater.  In  reference  to  the 
extraordinary  weather,  it  will  suffice  to  say  that  last 
week  “ ripe  strawberries”  were  gathered  at  Thorpe,  near 
Norwich,  whilst  now  (Thursday)  it  is  cold  enough  tor 
snow, — Robeet  Moll. 

Yore  and  'Wharfe.— Both  these  rivers  are  now  in 
exeellent  order  for  grayling  fishing,  and  some  good 
sport  has  been  obtained  during  the  past  week.  Mr. 
G.  Hellewell  had  sixteen  grayling  with  worm  oii  the 
Tanfield  Club  water  last  Monday,  and  Mr.  Bradford  had 
twenty-six  dace  with  maggot  on  the  same  length.  Mr, 
Gale  killed  twenty-one  grayling  at  Collingham,  on  the 
Wharfe,  with  fly— Steel  Blue,  Bumble,  and  my  new 
pattern  of  Green  Aphis  being  the  favourites.  Pike  have 
not  been  feeding  at  all  freely. — F.  M.  Wallson. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Deal.— Oct.  16.  Boats  had  some  splendid  catches  of 
whiting,  &o.  Oct.  17.  Weather  rough,  and  only  a few 
boats  out,  bringing  in  four  and  six  score  of  very  fine 
whiting  and  a few  codlings  ; pier-fishing  fine  for  pollack. 
Oct.  18.  Some  splendid  takings  amongst  regular  fisher- 
men ; from  four  to  twelve  score  whiting  and  some  cod. 
Oct  19.  Weather  beautiful  and  fine,  and  good  results 
all  round.  Oct.  20.  Good  all-round  fishing  ; fish  appear 
in  certain  spots,  and  easy  to  get ; Mr.  Grist  finished  his 
trip  up  with  a catch  of  a 101b.  cod  and  fifteen  large 
whiting;  H.  Roberts,  in  the  May  Flower,  accompanied 


Mr.  Grist  throughout  his  month’s  fishing,  and  wa.s 
successful  throughout  in  dropping  upon  choice  spots. 
Oct.  21.  Boats  bringing  in  fine  catches  ; pier  fishing  a 
little  quiet ; Mr.  Ball,  out  before  breakfast,  a score  of 
whiting.  Oct.  22.  Fine  catches  of  whiting  and  other 
fish  brought  in  ; Mr.  Newell,  who  is  well  known  here, 
was  out  with  his  old  boatman  (Marsh),  and  brought  lu 
110  whiting,  one  fine  cod,  and  several  other  smaller 
fish.  Oct.  23.  Weather  changing;  catches  fairly  gooa, 
but  not  in  such  large  quantities  as  in  the  few  previous 
days  ; tides  suit  well  now  for  all  day  fishing.  Edwaed 
Hangee,  Agent  British  Sea  Anglers’  Society. 

Penzance. — Pier  anglers  have  only  had  very  mode- 
rate sport  lately.  An  exciting  scene  occurred  a tew 
days  ago.  An  angler  hooked  an  exceptionally  large 
pollack  whilst  fishing  off  the  South  Pier,  and  had  to 
hail  a boatman  to  assist  him  to  land  it.— -H. 

Plymoutli.— Beach  Fishing.— At  the  seaside  at  an 
times  of  the  year  you  find  people  who  are  fond  of 
but  cannot  stand  the  motion  of  a boat,  they  therefore 
are  obliged  to  content  themselves  either  with  rod-fisfiing 
from  the  piers  or  rocks,  with  the  ordinary  throw  lines, 
or  adopt  the  method  which  is  called  beach  spillering. 
Wherever  there  is  a sandy  or  gravelly  beach  this 
method  affords  good  sport  You  proceed  as  folloj®  = 
Get  a heavy  stone  or  grapnel,  and  attach  to  it  a deadeye, 
which  is  a block  of  wood  with  a hole  through  it  ; this 
is  put  out  as  far  as  possible  at  dead  low  water,  and 
your  line  must  be  long  enough  to  reach  the  shore  at  ha^h 
tide  and  back  again ; you  run  the  line  through  hole  in 
the  deadeye  and  tie  both  the  ends  together,  so  that  you 
have  a running  line  from  the  shore  to  dead  low  water 
mark,  which  can  be  hauled  in  or  out  at  pleasure  Oa 
side  of  the  line  you  put  on  about  thirty  or 
and  these  are  baited  in  the  ordinary  way  and  the  line 
is  set  down  at  low  water.  When  the  tide  flows  the 
line  gets  covered,  and  the  fish  which  coine  searching 
for  sind-eels,  shrimps,  &c.,  are  likely  to  be  taken  l^y 
your  baited  hooks.  You  can  by  this  method  get  six 
Lurs’  very  good  fishing,  and  if  you  wmh  to  give  up 
before  the  tide  recedes,  you  can  manage  to  liberate  your 
grapnel  by  means  of  a trip  line.  In  many  ports  these 
lines  are  used  by  the  score,  and  it  is  no  uncommon  thing 
for  one  person  to  lay  down  and  have  charge  of  five  or 
six. — ^VlLLIAM  HeARDER. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk.— The  Esk  is  now  in  high  flood  and 
running  from  bank  to  brae,  consequently,  as  the  river 
loon  subsides  after  a spate,  some  good  fishing  may  yet 
be  had  before  the  season  closes  on  ><ov.  1.  A lair 
number  of  salmon  have  been  caught  the  past  week 

though,  compared  with  former  y.®a^®- the  takes  have 
been  anything  but  large.  Fish  ng  in  the  Todholes,  Mr 
Thos.  Irving  secured  a 161b.  salinon  ; Mr.  Boss  landed 
one  about  121b.  On  Thursday,  in  the  ^anonbie  water, 
Mr.  J.  D.  Little  took  a fine  salmon  weighing  about  2Mb. 
Fishing  in  the  Reservoir  water  below  Langholm,  » 
James  Scott,  landed  two  salmon  231b  and  ' 

ively;  Mr.  B.  Doughty,  two  of  ^Ib-  each ; and  Mr. 
Wni  Davidson,  one  of  91b.  In  the  mid  reaches,  Mr. 
James  Church  had  a nice  salmon  of  201b.,  and  at  another 
fishing  one  of  171b.  Mr.  Straker  caught  one  of  loJlK^ 
Dr.  Moon,  one,  lO^lb.  ; Mr.  Leacock,  one  l^lb  and 
Mr.  John  Jardine  had  one  161b.  Fishing  ^”,.1']'® 'L® 
water,  Mr.  Thos.  Jameson  landed  a splendid  salmon , 
Mr.  W.  Riddle  landed  one  of  61b.  Good  sport  has  been 
had  in  the  lower  reaches  near  Longtown,  and  sonw  tai 
takes  have  been  made  in  the  Netherby  reserved  water, 
where  Sir  Richard  Graham  and  party  caught  oyer  a 
dozen  salmon  ; Rev.  M.  R.  am  landed  a nice  salmon 

weighing  17ilb.,  on  Wednesday,  while  Mr.  E.  S.  Smith 
secured  two  in  the  same  water.  A numbei  of  other 
gentlemen  have  also  been  successful  in  the  lower  r?a®bes 
Ihe  season  is  ending  fairly  well  and  those  anxious  to 
make  up  for  lost  opportunities  shouW  be  on  the  riyer  a 
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the  Liddle,  which  follows  the  lead  of  the  Esk  almost  o 
all  occasions. — Gilnockie. 

Dee,  Don  (AberdeensKire).— The  back-end  sport 
on  the  Dee,  if  not  extra  brilliant  anywhere,  is  at  least 
yielding  considerable  sport  all  over.  The 
in  good  trim  and  fairly  steady,  but  the  ®ariy  fall  of  the 
leaf  has  much  interfered  with  the  clearness  f“®  ^^f®  ' 
On  the  Balmoral  and  Braemar  reaches  sporf  bas  been 
fairly  rife,  although  most  of  the  ^booting  parties  have 
broken  up  for  the  season  and  consequently  f®'^®^.  J® 
are  out.  Not  so,  however,  on  the  n^'^Ee  and  low^^^^ 
waters,  where  more  rods  are  on  the  water  fban  ey.ef' 
OntheCambns  O’May  section  and  fbe  Forest  of  Glen 
Tana  waters  several  fish  have  been  got  daily,  ^ 

fresh  run.  On  the  Don  little  sport  is  bemg  got  inland 
On  the  Thainstone  and  Kintore  waters  a tew  fash  fiav 
been  got  daily,  about  four  or  so  to  “ 

rods.  On  the  Ythan  considerable  sport  is  being  g t 
both  on  the  tidal  and  upper  waters.— Deesidee. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). -Sport  was  very  backward 
during  the  past  week.  Few  anglers  were  out.  h ish  are 

fairly  numerous  on  the  pools,  but  ®f®®^^?f)Z,®  ^a,in 
take.  The  weather  is  very  favourable  but  little  rain 
has  fallen,  so  that  the  water  is  low 

Netherdale  section  Mr.  R.  Findlay,  Capt.  K Maitland, 
Mr  W.  A.  Hunt,  and  the  keeper,  h^  a fish  each,  the 
largert  weighing  191b.  On  the  Forglen,  M®’vesk 
Carnousie,  and  upper  and  lower  f 

was  killed.  On  the  tidal  water  and  tributaries  tair 

baskets  of  trout  were  got.— H.  W. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).  -- This  river  bas  now 
almost  dropped  down  to  its  usual  level  at  this  Pe^iod  of 
the  year.  This  is  a good  thing  for  the  future,  as  there 
will  now  be  much  less  risk  of  salmon  depositing  their 
ova  in  places  which  might,  during  frosts,  become  dry. 
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and  so  allowing  the  ova  to  perish.  For  some  days  past 
a few  fish  have  been  seen  in  the  large  burns  and  on  the 
main  river  actively  preparing  to  spawn.  The  autumn 
run  of  salmon,  which  never  can  be  called  large  here,  was 
always  considered  merely  as  supplementary  to  the 
summer  run,  and  will  not  surprise  me  to  learn  that 
during  this  season  spawning  fish  on  the  redds  will  he 
few.  Deer  stalking  is  over,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
shooting  some  hinds,  is  closed  for  the  season.  A 
remarkable  feature  in  the  year’s  sport  is  the  absence  of 
really  fine  heads. — S.  C. 

Iiochmaddy  (Nortli  Uist).— Fishing  on  the  Loch- 
maddy  Hotel  waters  during  the  past  week  has  been  very 
good,  the  weather  being  more  favourable  than  has  been 
experienced  during  any  part  of  the  late  season.  Messrs. 
Mackenzie  and  Sutherland,  of  Oban,  had  201b.,  and 
Colonel  Echalaz  23Jlb.  of  sea-trout  on  Loch  Horisary, 
and  Mr.  McLean  had  a bull  trout  of  5Jlb.  on  the  same 
loch.  On  Aravichruari  to-day  (24th)  Colonel  Echalaz 
had  13Jlb.  sea-trout,  and  Messrs.  Sutherland  and 
MacLean  had  131b.  on  Horisary. — J.  M.  F. 

South  of  Scotland.  — There  has  not  been  much 
improvement  in  the  back-end  salmon  fishing  in  the 
Solway  rivers.  The  general  belief  is  that  the  Firth  is 
being  over  netted  in  the  open  season  and  the  salmon  are 
getting  exterminated. — The  Annan  has  been  in  good 
ply,  but  angling  has  been  disappointing  on  all  the 
private  and  open  ticket  waters.  The  leaves  are  a source 
of  trouble  and  ve.xation  to  anglers.  Fish  of  3Slb.,  281b., 
261b.,  &c.,  have  this  week  fallen  to  the  rods.  The  pre- 
sent back-end  fishing  has  been  the  worst  ever  known.  In 
Mount  Annan  water  Mr.  Dirom’s  keeper  killed  one  of 
22Jlb.  : Mr.  John  Lawrie  killed  one  of  131b,  ; Mr.  John 
Bell  killed  one  weighing  ll»lb.  ; and  Mr.  Will  Robinson 
one  of  181b.  Mr.  T.  S.  Bell  had  a fine  fish  of  38Jlb. 
with  worm  bait  in  the  Four  Towns  water.  On 
Wednesday  Mr.  James  Bell-Irving,  who  has  leased 
Murraythwaite,  had  three  fish,  of  211b.,  201b.,  and  191b., 
and  on  Thursday  he  had  three,  of  101b.,  81b.,  and  71b. 
Mr.  W.  Bell-Irving,  Whitehill,  had  one  salmon  on 
Thursday.  On  Friday  Mr.  John  Bell-Irying  had  one  of 
2.51b.  ; and  on  Saturday  Mr.  W.  Bell-Irving  killed  two, 
of  251b.  and  261b.  Mr.  Graham,  two  fish,  of  251b.  and 
241b.  The  Nith. — Very  poor  sport  has  been  obtained 
on  the  Nith  and  its  tributaries.  In  the  Sanquhar  portion 
^e  sport  has  never  been  so  poor. — The  Galloway 
Rivers.  On  the  rivers  of  this  district  little  has  been  done 
this  season.  The  Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee,  the  Fleet,  the 
Urr,  and  other  waters  have  afforded  an  odd  fish  or  two  to 
the  rods.  Ayrshire. — Poor  sport  is  still  the  order  of  the 
day.  On  the  Kilburnie  waters  Mr.  R.  Crawford  has  been 
having  some  fine  baskets  of  yellow  trout.  Rain  fell  on 
Wednesday  afternoon,  and  the  rivers  are  now  in  fair 
order.— Special.— (Wednesday  night).— All  the  Border 
rivers  have  come  into  heavy  flood  to-night,  and  they 
will  not  fish  fly  before  Friday  morning. — Heatherbell. 

Tweed. — Up  to  Wednesday  evening  last  things  on 
this  river  looked  gloomy  in  the  extreme,  for  though 
other  rivers  had  been  flooded,  Tweed  and  Teviot 
remained  at  summer  height,  and  where  formerly  a dozen 
fish  a day  was  the  average,  it  has  taken  as  many  days  to 
land  that  number.  This,  however,  has  all  changed,  as 
on  Thursday,  at  Kelso  Bridge,  from  4ft.  to  5ft.  of  flood 
water  was  registered,  and  later  on  a further  rise 
of  2jft.  above  its  ordinary  level,  so  that  the  back- 
end season  on  the  “Queen  of  Border  rivers  ” is 
assured.  The  following  are  some  of  the  best 
takes : On  the  Floors  upper  water.  Captain  Bewicke 

landed  a 161b.  fish.  On  Friday,  a kipper  salmon  of  321b. 
was  grassed.  On  Ednam  House,  one  of  201b. ; and  on  the 
Rutherford  water  eight  salmon  and  four  grilse,  the 
heaviest  sealing  221b.  On  the  Mertoun  water.  Lord 
Brougham  and  Vaux  had  six  fish,  and  in  the  same  dis- 
trict several  good  fish  were  also  bad.  On  the  Pavilion 
water,  fish  of  201b.,  191b.,  181b.,  171b.,  and  151b.,  &c., 
were  taken.  On  the  Lees  and  Birgham  water  excellent 
sport  has  been  obtained  and  some  fine  fish  captured,  the 
most  successful  angler  being  the  Earl  of  Romney.  On 
the  Hendersyde  water  anglers  have  also  done  well. — 
Maxwheel. 

Ythan. — On  the  Ellon  Castle  water  Mr.  George 
Rooper  landed  six  fine  fish  scaling  61b.,  6Jlb.,  161b., 
171b.,  201b.,  and  101b.  respectively.  The  river  has 
never  been  in  first-class  order,  and  all  through  fish 
appear  to  be  unusually  scarce.  On  the  Fechel  water 
Mr.  Wm.  Tournay  has  had  a good  few  fish  lately  of 
si^milar  weights.  Unless  a flood  he  experienced  within 
the  next  few  days,  the  season  will  be  practically  at  an 
end,  and  a poor  one  to  boot. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone).— Rain  fell 
heavily  on  Wednesday,  and  raised  the  river.  In  the 
early  portion  of  the  week  angling  was  prime.  On  the 
upper  reaches  dozens  of  heavy  baskets  were  obtained  by 
trout  fishers,  and  a few  salmon  were  killed.  On  Monday 
evening  your  correspondent  hooked  a very  heavy 
salmon— over  201b.— but  failed  to  hold.  The  season 
terminates  the  31st  inst.  It  is  regrettable  to  say  that 
netting  this  river  is  being  carried  on  nightly,  in  spite  of 
the  vigilance  of  the  keepers. — J.  B. 

Slackwater  (Beuburb,  co.  Tyrone). — The  season 
closed  on  this  river  on  Thursday,  the  19th  inst.  On  that 
day  Mr.  J.  Beatty  killed  a prime  Salmo  ferox  of  9|lb., 
and  Mr.  J.  Mills  lost  four  good  fish.  The  lessees  of  the 
Bann  and  Foyle,  with  the  rather  short-sighted  policy 
which  recently  has  characterised  a goodly  number  of 
their  actions,  have  opposed  the  lengtheningof  the  fishing 
season  here  till  the  last  day  of  October  at  the  meeting 
of  the  conservators.  The  anglers  on  this  river  have 
done  everything  to  minimise  poaching,  and  these  are 
the  thanks  they  get  for  their  trouble. — J.  B. 


Ziough.  Mask. — Dr.  Woodhouse,  Banburne  House, 
Llandudno  ; Dr.  Boyd,  Dublin  : Mr.  Shepheard  and  Mr. 
Quicks,  of  the  London  Stock  Exchange,  have  been 
fishing  the  above  lough  for  the  past  fortnight,  and  have 
had  excellent  sport  fishing  and  shooting.  The  former 
and  latter,  who  have  gone  in  for  pike  fishing,  have  got 
heavy  takes,  ^aoh  pike  weighing  from  121b.  to  34|lb. 
They  are  looking  out  for  a 501b.  pike. — Patt  Burke. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— The 
angling  season  is  fast  drawing  to  a close.  So  far,  the 
big  fish  of  previous  years  have  baffled  the  anglers’  skill, 
as  the  heaviest  salmon  taken  during  the  autumn  did  not 
exceed  251b.  In  the  month  of  October  in  past  seasons 
fish  up  to  301b.,  351b.,  and  401b.  used  to  be  killed.  Sport 
this  week  has  been  pretty  fair.  Mr.  W.  F.  Gorst,  Liver- 
pool, has  accounted  for  the  following  fish  : Six  salmon, 
201b.,  141b.,  121b.,  101b.,  91b.,  and  81b.,  and  seven  grilse, 
91b.,  71b.,  71b.,  61b  , 61b.,  61b.,  and  51b.  ; Col.  Willans 
killed  eleven  fish,  largest  salmon  171b.,  smallest  grilse 
71b.  ; Mr.  W.  M.  Gordon,  three  grilse.  Mr.  Thomas 
Evans  had  a very  good  day's  fishing  on  Saturday  last ; 
he  got  two  salmon,  121b.  and  101b.  ; two  grilse,  71b.  and 
61b.  ; and  four  brown  and  white  trout,  41b.,  21b,,  IJlb., 
and  l|lb.  ; on  Monday,  one  grilse,  61b.  Mr.  John  D. 
Banks  has  arrived  from  Liverpool  for  the  salmon  fishing, 
and  the  following  have  returned  to  Liverpool : Mr.  T. 
Evans  and  Mr.  W.  F.  Gorst. — S.  J.  H. 

Suir  and  its  Tributaries  (Clonmel). —The  season 
for  salmon  and  trout  angling  closed  here  on  Monday, 
the  16th  inst.  On  the  sister  rivers  Nore  and  Barrow  it 
closed  on  the  1st  inst.,  and  netting  and  all  other  kinds 
of  fishing,  save  single  rods  and  lines  only,  closed  on  all 
three  on  Aug.  16.  As  a matter  of  fact,  the  season  just 
now  ended  proved  to  be  the  worst  on  record.  With  the 
opening  (Feb.  li  the  high  water  and  mild  weather 
brought  up  numbers  of  spring  salmon,  but  with  the 
middle  of  March  all  our  hopes  were  ended.  Month 
after  month  we  hoped  against  hope,  daily  expecting  some 
break  in  the  weather,  but  no  change  came,  even  the  peal 
(grilse)  fishing  proved  a failure,  and  the  trout  were  just 
as  bad  ; they  would  look  at  nothing  except  during  the 
past  fortnight. — Richard  Bradford. 

'WTaterville  (co.  Kerry). — The  sea  angling  has  been 
very  good  here  during  the  past  week.  Pollack  anglers 
have  had  from  twenty  to  thirty  fish  daily,  the  most 
killing  lure  being  the  red  rubber  eel.  Bottom  fishers 
have  been  doing  well  at  gurnet,  bream,  and  whiting, 
several  anglers  having  taken  over  200  of  all  kinds  in  an 
afternoon’s  angling.  The  bream  and  whiting  were 
smaller  than  usual.  Mackerel  are  very  numerous  in  the 
bay,  but  no  anglers  have  been  out  after  them.  Sea 
calm,  and  weather  verv  settled  at  present. — T.  J.  D. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  of  new  piscatorial  patents 
are  specially  compiled  for  the  Fishing  Gazette  by 
Messrs.  Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes,  Registered  Patent 
Agents,  and  Attorneys  for  British,  Colonial,  and 
Foreign  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade  Marks,  76, 
Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C.,  with  whom  we  have 
made  arrangements  that  all  inquiries  respecting  the 
protection  of  inventions  will  be  answered  by  them 
free  of  charge  to  our  readers  : 

Applications  for  Patents. 

18,937.  Gustave  Trouve,  of  London,  for  “Improve- 
ments in  and  connected  with  Fishing  Nets.’’ 

19,164.  William  Hardy  and  John  James  Hardy,  of 
North  British  Works,  Alnwick,  Northumber- 
land, for  “Improvements  in  Fishing  Tackle 
for  Spinning  and  Trolling  Artificial  or 
Natural  Bait.” 

19,225.  George  Bailey,  of  Leeds,  for  “ Improvements 
in,  or  in  connection  with.  Reels  for  Fishing 
Rods.” 

Patent  Published. 

1993  (1893).  “ An  Improved  Fishing  Reel.”  Patentee: 
Hatton  Harrison  Leigh.  Relates  to  reels 
attached  to  fishing  rods  for  drawing  in  and 
letting  out  the  line,  and  is  designed  to  enable 
the  barrel  of  the  reel  to  revolve  when  the 
line  is  being  run  off  without  rotating  or 
imparting  motion  to  the  handle,  or  whilst 
the  handle  is  maintained  stationary.  It 
consists  essentially  in  the  combination  with 
the  barrel  of  the  reel  of  a loose  disc,  or  its 
equivalent, to  carry  the  handle,  provided  with 
one  or  more  catches,  held  out  of  contact  with 
the  liarrel  by  a spring,  which,  on  the  disc 
being  pressed  inwards,  engages  with  cor- 
responding catches  on  the  flange  of  the 
barrel,  so  that  when  the  handle  is  rotated 
in  one  direction,  the  barrel  is  rotated  with 
it,  hut  on  the  barrel  being  rotated  by  the 
running  out  of  the  line,  the  handle  remains 
stationary.  On  releasing  the  handle  a coiled 
spring  on  the  spindle  of  the  disc  causes  the 
catches  to  disengage,  and  thus  allow  the 
barrel  to  revolve  whilst  the  disc  remains 
stationary.  The  disc  is  held  in  position  by 
a pin  or  nut  screwed  to  the  ends  of  spindle. 


Disobedience  in  the  Army  is  lookofi  upou  as  one  of  tke 
gravest  criujes  a soldier  can  be  guilty  of,  and  in  the  past  it  has 
often  been  punished  with  death.  Tlie  fate  of  a battle  and  the 
lives  of  thousands  of  men,  let  alone  our  national  honour,  have 
often  been  dependent  upon  the  prompt  carrying  out  of  what 
might  have  seemed  a trivial  order.  Discipline  without  good 
health,  however,  would  be  like  a house  without  a foundation; 
therefore,  great  pains  are  taken  to  keep  our  fighting  men  free 
from  disease.  Holloway's  Pills  have  altvays  been  found  an 
excellent  medicine  for  this  purpose,  as,  in  addition  to  cleansing 
the  blood,  they  invigorate  and  give  tone  to  the  system. 


AN  OCTOBER  GRAYLING. 

“ On  a bright  October  morning  the  fly-fisher  by  the 
side  of  our  typical  grayling  stream — Derbyshire  holds 
the  classical  one,  of  course,  associated  with  Cotton’s  j 
name  ; but  it  matters  not  which  of  the  limited  numlter  ij 
you  choose — has  surroundings  quite  different  from  those  I 
of  trouting  days,  yet  exquisite  indeed  in  their  subdued  ■ 
and  perhaps  melancholy  loveliness.  It  is  the  time  of  ,1 
change  and  decay;  autumn  is  lingering  ere  the  first  I 
breath  of  winter  scares  her  away.  But  the  tree  tints  in  C 
the  copses,  though  the  foliage  be  growing  scanty,  are  !> 
varied  ; indeed,  the  green  hazel  bushes  are  loaded  with  ' 
ripe  nuts,  the  brambles  bear  luxuriantly  the  rich  black-  il 
berries,  the  dark  green  glow  of  holly  and  larch  is  in  i 
contrast  here  and  there  among  the  timber  trees,  the  J 
hedgerows,  though  growing  bare,  gleam  red  with  hips  ) 
and  haws,  holly  berries,  and  spindle-tree  branches.  I 
Bare  and  brown  are  fallow  and  stubble,  and  the  green 
of  the  meadows  is  toned  down  from  its  summer  bright- 
ness. But  the  river  flashes  brilliantly  in  the  fitful  j 
October  sunshine,  round  each  bend  and  curve,  amid  the 
thick  rush  margins  now  growing  brown,  foaming  round 
each  projecting  stone  or  post,  and  swirling  swiftly  in 
mid-current,  where,  when  a grayling  is  hooked,  will  be 
all  the  brunt  of  the  battle. 

“ Once  a good  fish  is  hooked,  the  art  of  the  grayling 
fisher  is  called  into  play.  Though  the  grayling  does  not 
fight  with  the  fury  of  a game  trout  with  ‘ leaps  and 
bounds,’  with  rushes  up  and  down  stream,  and  troglodyte- 
like divings,  as  into  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  it  has 
a very  effective  passive  resistance  of  its  own,  and  a 
gameness  within  limits  which  has  often  proved  to  his 
cost  how  much  the  inexperienced  hand  (even  sometimes 
a successful  one  with  trout)  is  out  in  his  reckoning  in 
thinking  that  the  grayling  shows  no  fight. 

“ On  being  hooked,  a big  grayling  darts  into  mid- 
stream, where  the  current  runs  most  swiftly,  and  then, 
his  big  dorsal  fin  erect,  opposes  that  plus  the  run  of  the 
current  to  the  strain  of  the  line.  That  line  nowadays 
when  all  fish  are  educated  must  be  of  the  finest,  and  the 
most  delicate  handling  of  it  is  necessary;  for  the 
grayling  has  the  tenderest  of  lips,  and  the  least  haste  or 
roughness  of  hand  will  result  in  tearing  the  hook  out 
and  leaving  the  fish  free  ; and  the  angler  also  to  swear 
— which,  despite  good  Izaak’s  cautions,  mostly  charac- 
terises the  modern  votary  of  his  craft  when  a fish 
gets  off.  Giving  and  taking,  letting  the  line  run 
with  the  most  accurate  calculation,  and  every  finger- 
tip a concentration  of  nerve  sensibility,  the  fisherman 
has  to  wait,  remembering  the  old  French  adage,  till  the 
grayling  is  wearied  out.  The  stream  swirls  musically 
by,  the  reel  rings  out  more  musically  still  to  the 
angler's  ear;  but  beyond  all  things  it  is  necessary  to 
keep  the  rod  up,  its  elastic  top  bending  into  curves  of 
beauty,  so  as  to  hit  the  j uste  milieu  between  too  much  ! 
and  too  little  line,  so  that  the  fish,  straining  his  utmost, 
backed  by  the  current  and  his  big  fin,  may  yet  be  kept 
hooked  without  fracture  of  that  tender  hip.  Then, 
when  exhausted,  he  has  to  be  towed  with  intensest  care 
to  the  nearest  shelving  slope  of  shore  until,  when  he 
rolls  over,  the  landing-net  is  deftly  slid  (not  pushed  by 
clumsy  energy)  beneath  him,  and  so  is  laid  on  the  grass. 
But  ere  this  consummation  is  arrived  at,  many  an 
angler,  not  excepting  some  who  have  had  many  triumphs 
over  trout,  has  found  the  grayling  vanish  just  at  the 
expectant  moment  of  victory,  simply  from  forgetting 
how  delicate  are  the  membranes  of  the  lip  in  which  the 
hook  is  lodged  till  too  much  of  a jerk  tears  it  out.” — 
Pall  Mall  Gazette. 


THE  “FIELD”  ROWING  CLUB  CONCERT. 

A VERY  enjoyable  evening  was  spent  on  Monday 
last,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Field  Rowing  Club, 
at  the  Haunch  of  "Yenison,  Bell-yard,  the  occasion  being 
the  annual  concert.  Horace  Cox,  Esq.,  is  the  president 
of  this  up-to-date  club,  and  W.  C.  Blew,  Esq  , occupied 
the  chair.  The  room  was  crowded,  and  the  talent  of  the 
very  highest  order.  Many  noted  anglers  were  to  be  seen 
shoulder  to  shoulder  with  brothers  of  the  blade,  thus 
proving  that  fishermen  and  boatmen  (real  boatmen  I 
mean)  can  prosecute  their  beloved  sport  without  preju- 
dice to  one  another’s  enjoyment.  The  magnificent 
challenge  cup,  won  on  the  14th  inst.  by  the  Field 
Club,  was  on  view,  and  was  filled  and  replenished 
by  the  excellent  chairman  with  choice  wine,  and 
the  toast,  “ Prosperity  to  the  Club,”  drank  amidst 
enthusiastic  cheers.  A column  would  not  suffice  to  do 
justice  to  the  artists  who  assisted  in  making  the  evening 
so  thoroughly  enjoyable.  Mr.  W.  E.  Goodwins  at  the 
piano  proved  himself  an  artist  of  no  mean  order;  the 
violinist,  Mr.  W.  Price,  a second  Paganini ; and  Master 
Frank  Reed  on  the  piccolo  a master  indeed.  Amongst 
the  sentimentalists  were  Mr.  E.  Barnard  (tenor),  who 
rendered  most  artistically  “ The  Last  Watch,”  and 
“My  Queen;”  Mr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  E.  A. 
Stanton,  and  Mr.  Waterston  also  gave  a good  account 
of  their  training.  The  humorous  songs  were  all 
rapturously  applauded,  and  Mr.  Charlie  Watkins’s 
musical  sketches,  which  were  splendidly  rendered  (for 
they  were  really  very  funny),  caused  uncontrollable 
laughter.  It  is  impossible  to  do  justice  to  the  inimit- 
able Ernest  Rees— one  song  especially,  “Epsom  Races,” 
was  a roof-raiser.  Everyone  present  did  their  best 
towards  making  the  evening  one  of  perfect  enjoyment, 
and  most  conspicuous  among  them  were  Messrs.  S. 
Heron,  R.  Rose,  and  T.  W.  Handford. 


A Modern  Reason.— Teacher  : “ Why  did  Alexander 
weep?  ” Class  : “ Cos  he  couldn’t  find  any  more  worlds 
to  conquer.”  Teacher:  “ Why  could  he  find  no  more  ?” 
Class  : “ ’Cos  he  didn’t  advertise.” 
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FLY-FISHING  FOR  RUDD. 

The  tropical  weather  of  the  summer  must  have  led  to 
the  destruction  (by  fair  means,  be  it  understood)  of  large 
numbei’s  of  those  sport-giving  fish  which  the  older 
ichthyologists  supposed  to  be  a cross  between  the  roach 
and  the  bream.  As  with  a few  other  kinds,  there  is 
nothing  the  rudd  likes  better  in  hot  weather  than  to 
cruise  in  shoals  over  weedy  shallows.  At  such  times, 
while  the  more  delicate  trout  is  hiding  himself  in  rat 
holes,  and  under  stones,  or  in  other  lairs  well  away  from 
the  piercing  rays  of  the  August  sun,  the  rudd  appears  to 
revel  in  the  light  and  warmth  which  it  finds  in  water  of 
little  depth,  the  most  favourite  shallows  being  those  on 
which  there  is  a thick  undergrowth  of  weeds,  leaving  a 
clear  swimming  space  of  perhaps  a foot  between  the 
surface  of  the  water  and  the  tops  of  the  weeds.  In  such 
places  will  large  rudd  be  found,  their  presence  being  easily 
observed  from  a distance  by  the  undulations  of  the  water 
as  they  swim  about,  now  and  again  showing  the  tip  of  a 
tail  or  back  fin  out  of  water.  The  rudd,  in  the  sense  that 
he  is  very  far  from  being  ubiquitous,  is  a comparatively 
rare  fish  in  England,  though  in  the  sister  island  he  is 
common  enough, going  by  the  name  of  roach,  and  entirely 
filling  the  place  of  that  useful  fish.  In  the  broads  and  some 
of  the  rivers  in  the  eastern  counties  he  is  found  in  great 
quantities,  and  among  his  most  notable  haunts  are  the 
leys  in  Devonshire.  He  must  be  regarded  more  as  a 
lake  than  a river  fish.  He  is  not  unknown  to  the 
Thames,  but  of  late  years  very  few  of  his  species  have 
been  captured  in  that  river.  It  may  be,  indeed,  that  a 
few  have  been  caught  and  not  recognised,  as  rudd  some- 
what closely  resemble  roach ; but  there  is  not  much 
doubt  that  in  the  Thames  he  is  almost  extinct.  Being  a 
more  fearless  feeder  and  a less  cautious  fish  than  the 
roach,  it  may  be  that  anglers  have  done  for  him  in  the 
Thames  ; but,  being  unsuited  as  to  his  shape  for  stem- 
ming a strong  stream,  it  is  not  improbable  that  the 
modern  weirs,  which  cause  the  river,  in  times  of  flood, 
to  be  a raging  torrent,  have  been  the  indirect  cause  of 
this  fish  being  carried  down  stream  into  the  oblivion 
which  until  recently  fell  upon  all  fish  which  ventured 
below  London  Bridge.  Owing  to  the  efforts  of  London’s 
municipal  authorities,  the  fish,  however,  are  now  being 
taken  in  tidal  waters  where  a few  years  ago  they  could 
not  have  survived. 

Owing  to  their  habit  of  frequenting  the  shallows  when 
feeding,  rudd  are  somewhat  difficult  of  approach,  and 
obviously  the  best  way  of  fishing  for  them  is  to  oast  a 
fly  or  bait  at  the  end  of  a very  long  line,  care  being 
taken  that  the  angler  keeps  as  low  as  possible.  A tall, 
flannel-clad  figure,  standing  on  the  seat  of  a punt  or 
boat,  waving  his  gaunt  arms  in  the  air,  will  scare  all 
the  surface-swimming  fish  within  thirty  yards  of  him. 
On  the  Norfolk  Broads  those  who  cannot  cast  a fly — and 
they  are  in  the  great  majority — are  in  the  habit  of 
throwing  heavy  float  tackle  among  the  shoals  of  rudd 
as  they  swim  about  the  shallows.  The  float  is  very  big, 
and  the  shots  are  numerous,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
a weighty  tackle  can  be  cast  further  than  a light  one. 
The  rudd  do  not  seem  to  very  much  mind  the  size  of  the 
float  er  tackle  so  long  as  the  angler  is  out  of  sight— a 
peculiarity  which  they  share  in  common  with  that 
extremely  shy  fish,  the  chub  ; but  it  seems  an  iniquitous 
thing  to  use  baits  and  tackle  for  a fish  which  will  take  a fly 
readily,  particularly  if  that  fly  be  tipped  with  a gentle,  or 
its  substitute,  a fragment  of  white  kid  glove.  The  trout 
fisher  will  not  at  the  first  onset  hook  many  of  these  fish. 
He  casts,  we  will  say,  a straight  line  with  much  delicacy, 
and,  if  he  be  accustomed  to  wet  fly-fishing,  will  probably 
draw  his  flies  through  the  water.  A wave  of  some 
magnitude  follows  the  fly,  and  he  at  once  strikes  to  find 
nothing  on  the  hook.  This  happens  once  or  twice,  until 
he  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  he  is  striking  too  soon, 
and  begins  to  watch  his  line,  as  he  should  have  done  at 
the  first.  Thus  gaining  knowledge  by  experience,  he 
does  not  strike  until  he  sees  his  line  tighten,  and  has 
the  satisfaction,  let  it  be  hoped,  of  bringing  into  the 
landing  net  a burly  two-pounder,  silver  bellied,  growing 
bronze  up  the  sides,  with  bright  red  fins,  and  eye  of 
rosy  hue — a lovely  fish,  fresh  out  of  the  water,  with  wet 
scales  glistening  in  the  sunlight.  If  our  friend  fishes 
quietly  and  carefully,  and  neither  rocks  his  boat  nor 
stands  up,  he  may  succeed  in  landing  two  dozen  or  more 
fish  out  of  the  shoal — a fine  basket  when  the  rudd 
average  anything  over  a pound,  as  they  often  will  in 
certain  favoured  waters. — “ Red  Spinner  ” in  the 
Field. 


A CITY  HALL  EAGLE. 

A QUEER,  long-legged  bird  alighted  on  the  roof  of  the 
City  Hall  at  3 o’clock  yesterday  afternoon,  and  made  an 
ornithological  show  of  itself.  The  show  was  well  at- 
tended by  a crowd  of  several  hundred  persons. 

“He’s  a woodchuck,”  declared  one  learned  ornitholo- 
gist from  the  Port’  Ward. 

“Naw,  he  ain’t,”  retorted  his  companion.  “Yon 
mean  a woodcock  ; but  he  ain’t.  He’s  a South  Carolina 
thrush  blowed  here  by  de  cyclone.” 

“ You  fellows  are  all  wrong,”  said  a politician  just 
returned  from  Saratoga.  “ That’s  the  eagle  bird.  I’ve 
seen  his  picture.” 

“ When  Marty  Keese  quits  pulling  the  string  and 
yanks  in  that  stuffed  parrot  I s’pose  you  will  clear  these 
walks,”  called  out  park  policeman  Tommy  Thompson. 

The  crowd  did  disperse  when  one  of  Janitor  Keese’s 
assistants  tried  to  capture  the  bird  and  it  spread  its 
broad  wings,  tucked  its  long  legs  under  its  tail,  and,  with 
its  long,  sharp  beak  pointed  towards  Secaucus,  took  its 
flight  over  the  new  Postal  Telegraph  building. 

The  bird  was  neither  a heron  nor  a crane,  but  was  of 
the  family  of  the  waders. — Nev;  YorJc  Sun. 


departs  from  Clulis 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Tliurs- 
day  Morning.  Thursday  night’s  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  morning.  Address  “ Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,” 
marked  “Club  Report”  outside  envelope. 


Anglers’  Association. — General  Preservation 
Fund. — Since  my  last  report  I beg  to  acknowledge  with 
thanks  the  receipt  of  los.  from  the  Junior  Ply-fishers. — 
R.  Ghubney. 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  List  (Western 
District)  — The  first  return  visit  on  commencing  the 
list  will  go  to  the  Allason  Piscatorials  on  Wednesday, 
Nov.  8.  Members  will  please  notice  that  the  above 
society  has  removed  to  the  Bevington  Arms,  Bevington- 
road,  Acklam-road,  Westbourne-park,  where  I hope  to 
see  a good  muster  of  friends. — J.  H.  Harris. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.  — Since  my  last 
report  1 beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
10s.  donation  from  the  Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angling 
Society. — R.  Ghurney. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Cowley  Arms,  Cowley- 
road,  Brixton,  S.W. — (President,  Albert  Chevalier). — 
Several  of  our  members  were  out  last  week,  but  only 
two  had  fish,  Mr.  W.  H.  Bryant,  bream,  and  Mr.  J. 
Wiggins,  roach.  I hope  members  will  not  forget  the 
1st  prox.,when  very  special  business  will  be  brought 
forward. — W.  H.  Bryant. 

Allason  United  Brothers. — The  members  met  on 
the  2.5th,  and  the  business  of  the  society  was  transacted. 
We  were  saved  from  a blank  on  the  22nd  inst.,  by  Mr. 

R.  Challon,  with  2^1b.  of  roach  (largest  11b.  6oz.).  We 
fish  our  match  on  the  29th  inst.,  not  less  than  8oz.  of 
fish  to  take  a prize.  Mr.  G.  Low  was  elected  a working 
member,  and  we  have  room  for  a few  more.  Entrance 
fee.  Is.  ; 21.  per  week  subscription. — B.  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln’s-inn-fields. — On  Oct.  22  several 
members  were  out,  but  only  the  following  weighed-in  : 

S.  Masters,  W.  Stewart,  and  J.  Drew.  A smoking  con- 
cert will  take  place  on  Monday,  Nov.  13,  when  I hope  to 
see  a good  muster  of  anglers  and  friends.  The  chair  will 
be  taken  by  our  worthy  host,  Mr.  G.  Bird  ; vice,  Mr.  J. 
Drew.  Messrs.  Coombe  and  Novis  were  elected  as 
honorary  members. — G.  Marriott. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square,  E.C.  — On  the  22nd  inst.,  our 
outing  at  St.  Margaret’s  was  a blank.  The  two  prizes 
left  over  will  be  fished  for  on  the  29th  inst.,  from  Saw- 
bridgeworth  to  Harlow.  On  Wednesday  last  we  had  a 
good  meeting,  and  got  through  some  important  business. 
— P.  G.  Hutchins. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea. — On  the  29th  inst. 
we  had  some  very  nice  trays  of  fish  weighed-in.  M. 
Lovett,  141b.  of  roach  and  dace ; King,  jun.,  81b.  roach 
and  dace.  King,  sen.,  9|lb.  roach  and  dace;  J.  Rich, 
roach  and  dace.  Our  next  match  will  take  place  at 
Chertsey,  from  Shepperton  Weir  to  Laleham  Perry, 
tow-path  only  ; jack  barred  ; leave  off  fishing  at  4.30  p.m. 
— J.  Rich. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The  Sun, 
Great  Sutton-street,  Gos well-road. — On  the  22nd  inst. 
several  of  our  members  were  out,  but,  on  account  of  the 
weather,  very  few  turned  up,  the  most  successful  being 
Mr.  Lambarth,  jun.,  with  a nice  show  of  roach  and 
bream  ; Mr.  Embleton,  sen.,  bream  ; Mr.  Tomkins,  roach 
and  bream  ; Mr.  Nunn,  sen.,  roach  and  dace.  Members 
are  requested  to  attend  next  meeting  night,  to  arrange 
the  place  for  the  next  outing,  for  several  prizes  given, 
on  Nov.  6. — E.  R.  Embleton. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society.  — This 
society  has  lately  been  in  difficulties,  owing  to  our 
late  host  temporarily  closing  the  house  in  which 
we  have  spent  so  many  pleasant  evenings.  An 
emergency  meeting  was  held  at  the  Duke  of  Kent, 
Old  Kent-road,  and  it  has  been  agreed  to  accept  the 
generous  offer  of  Host  Wheeldon  to  make  the  Duke 
of  Kent  our  future  home ; secretaries  will  therefore 
favour  us  by  noting  the  above  as  the  headquarters  of 
this  society.  We  at  all  times  offer  a cordial  invite  to 
anglers  to  our  Wednesday  and  Sunday  meetings.  With 
Brother  A.  G.  Smith  in  the  chair,  some  useful  business 
was  got  through.  The  members  confirmed  the  vote  of 
half  a guinea  towards  the  Preservation  Fund,  and  a very 
interesting  discussion  ensued  in  reference  to  the  apathy 
of  the  majority  of  London  clubs  on  the  question  of  re- 
stocking the  rivers.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon  was  elected  an 
honorary  member  of  this  society,  and  generously  offered 
a ten  guinea  cup,  to  be  won  three  times,  only  roach  over 
half-a-pound  to  weigh,  and  an  entrance-fee  of  Is.  to  be 
paid,  which  sum  is  to  be  divided  between  the  Thames 
and  Lea  Preservation  Societies.  Mr.  Wade  drew  atten- 
tion to  the  visit  of  Bermondsey  Anglers  to  the  Great 
Northern  Brothers,  Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street, 
Pentonville,  on  Monday  next,  30th  inst.  So  many 
members  promised  to  go  that  it  was  arranged  to  have  a 
break,  which  will  leave  the  Duke  of  Kent  at  8.15  sharp. 
An  extraordinary  special  meeting  is  called  for  Wednes- 
day next,  when  every  member  is  expected  to  be  present. 
— D.  Davis. 

Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society,  Princess  of 
Wales,  South-street,  Walworth. — We  fished  for  the 
monthly  prizes  on  the  22nd  inst.,  at  St.  Margai'et’s,  but 
only  one  was  taken — Mr.  H.  Scott,  with  a tench,  of 
about  3lb.  We  fish  for  the  remaining  prizes  at  Woking 
on  the  29th  inst.  I hope  brother  anglers  will  not  forget 
the  benefit  for  Mr.  J.  Savage  on  Monday  next,  October 


.30.  Mr.  Dan.  Tucker  will  officiate,  supported  by  Mr. 
J.  Davis. — F.  Harman. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Hotel,  Queen’s-road,  Battersea. — The  memVjers  will  fish 
the  next  match  at  Pulboro’  on  the  29th  inst.  for  three 
prizes  ; Ash’s  water.  Members  can  go  by  train  leaving 
London  Bridge  at  0.55,  or  train  leaving  Clapham 
Junction  at  7. 7.— Geo.  Mumford. 

Battersea  United  Piscatorials,  Lord  Ranelagh, 
Verona-street,  S.W. — On  18th  inst.  Mr.  E.  Wilson 
weighed-in  roach,  &c.,  131b.  13oz.  ; on  22nd  inst.,  Mr.  A. 
Trowbridge,  bream,  41b.  3oz.,  and  Mr.  S.  Aplin,  bream, 
lib.  5|oz.  ; on  23rd  inst.,  Messrs.  Mackrell  and  Potter, 
41b.  roacb.  A match  will  be  arranged  this  week,  and 
progress  made  with  regard  to  our  programme  for  the 
winter  months. — A.  Trowbridge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street. — We  had  a fair  show  of  fish 
on  the  22nd,  contributed  by  Messrs.  H.  Patman,  roach ; 
H.  Metcalfe,  roach  and  dace ; J.  Smith,  bream  and 
roach,  and  W.  Streeton,  bream  and  roach  ; total  gross, 
421b.  On  Monday  next,  the  members  and  friends  of  this 
society  will  pay  their  annual  complimentary  visit  to  the 
Great  Northern  Brothers.  A break  and  four,  kindly 
provided  by  our  worthy  host,  Mr.  C.  H.  Shepherd,  will 
leave  the  clubhouse  at  8 p.m.  sharp.  Members  and 
friends  who  have  promised  to  make  one  of  the  party 
on  that  evening  will  oblige  by  being  present  at  the 
Woolpack,  Bermondsey-street,  by  7.55.  The  next  visit 
on  the  South  London  United  Visiting  List  in  conjunction 
with  a visit  on  the  Anglers’  Association  List  (Southern 
Division)  will  be  paid  to  this  society  on  Monday,  Nov. 
13,  when  the  company  of  brothers  of  the  rod  will  be 
esteemed  a favour.  The  competition  for  the  October 
series  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  the  29th,  place  and 
condition  to  be  decided  on  the  weekly  meeting  on  the 
26th.— A.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Sonthwark-street. — Since  my  last  report  the  following 
gentlemen  have  weighed-in  : Mr.  Wheelhouss,  roach ; 
Mr.  Foster,  bream  ; Mr.  Stillman,  bream  ; Mr.  Downes, 
bream  ; Mr.  Hacker,  roach  and  dace.  Our  host,  Mr. 
J.  R.  Willson,  had  a grand  take  of  roach  from  Goring, 
total  weight  281b.  7Joz.,  several  roach  over  lib  , largest, 
11b.  7oz.,  Mr.  Jones  accompanying  him  on  this  occasion, 
and  amongst  his  catch  was  a pike  h\Vo.,  and  also  some 
grand  roach.  I hope  members  will  not  forget  our 
match  on  the  29th  inst.,  at  Windsor  (roving  ; tow-path 
only),  all  to  start  from  Waterloo  at  3.20,  and  catch  the 
5 o’clock  train  from  Windsor  at  night.  Referee  and 
starter,  Mr.  Stillman.  No  live  bait  to  be  carried. — 
J.  Foster. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  W.C. — The  only  one  to  weigh- 
in  on  the  22nd  was  C.  Davis,  with  roach.  On  the  25th 
the  books  were  audited,  and  it  was  found  we  have  a 
good  balance  in  hand.  The  members  will  fish  for 
£2,  lOs.  on  Nov.  5 at  Ware,  from  the  Engine  House  down- 
wards. None  to  start  before  the  morning  of  the  match. 
— D.  Warren. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D’Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W. — Wednesday  evening 
being  quarterly  night,  the  usual  election  of  officers  took 
place.  Mr.  Cowper  will  be  in  the  chair  for  the  ensuing 
quarter.  A competition  has  been  arranged  to  take 
place  at  Henley  on  Nov.  12 ; two  rods.  All  fish  to 
weigh  according  to  club  rules.  On  the  22nd  Messrs. 
Cecil  and  Davis  weighed-in  roach  and  jack. — H.  R. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley. — Since  last  report  tne  following  mem- 
bers weighed-in:  N.  Lees,  jun.,  roach  and  jack;  C. 
Parmenter,  roach ; W.  Short,  bream  ; W.  Hart,  jack ; 
J.  Mearing,  roach  ; B.  Bissell,  roach.  I should  like  to 
see  a good  muster  next  meeting  night  to  discuss  some 
very  important  business. — J.  Watkins. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Royal  Exchange,  Hart- 
land-road,  N.W. — On  the  15th  inst.  only  a few  of  our 
members  had  fish.  Mr.  King,  roach ; Mr.  Langton, 
roach  and  chub  ; Mr.  Cox.  roach.  On  the  22nd,  Mr. 
Marshall  had  two  nice  jack  and  a few  roach  ; Mr.  King, 
roach ; Mr.  Langton,  roach  and  jack  ; Mr.  Lockmiller, 
roach  ; and  Mr.  Cox,  roach.  Members  are  reminded 
that  Wednesday  next  will  be  quarterly  night,  when  I 
hope  all  members  will  endeavour  to  be  present. — E.  T. 
White. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society.— On  acciunt 
of  our  prizes  not  being  taken  on  the  22nd,  we  fish  for 
them  at  Boreham  on  the  29th.  Same  conditions.  Mr. 
G.  Howell  and  Mr.  P.  Heester  weighed-in  a nice  show  of 
roach  and  dace  from  other  waters.  First  train  7.50, 
Stratford. — O.  Jones. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
Several  members  of  this  society  were  out  on  the  22ad 
inst.,  but  only  two  returned  with  fish,  Messrs.  J.  Will- 
goss  and  G.  T.  Jameson.  We  fish  a supper  match  at 
Wraysbury  on  Nov.  5 ; conditions.  Is.  winners,  and  2s. 
losers.  I should  esteem  it  a favour  if  members  who 
intend  competing  for  same  will  give  in  names  as  early 
as  possible.  Our  delegate,  Mr.  E.  Barber,  gave  in 
his  report  from  the  Anglers’  Association,  which  was 
received  with  satisfaction. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Cliftonville  Angling  Society,  Cliftonville  Hotel, 
Ilderton-road,  South  Bermondsey. — The  next  visit  on 
the  Central  Association  List  will  take  place  at  the  above 
on  Nov.  6,  when  we  hope  to  have  a good  muster.  In  the 
report  from  the  Lea  and  Stort  of  last  week’s  Gazette,  on 
the  15th  inst.  Mr.  Guyver  is  credited  with  a chub  of 
21b.  8oz.,  but  it  should  read  as  having  been  caught  on 
the  14th  in  the  pewder  mills,  not  the  Lea  proper. — P. 
Gardner. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  Cricketers,  North  wold- 
road,  Stoke  Newington. — Members  of  above  were  out 


350 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


[October  28,  1893 


on  the  22nd  inst.,  for  three  prizes,  when  the  following 
members  were  successful : Messrs.  White,  1st ; Anthony 
2nd  ; and  Gudgeon,  3rd.  Messrs.  Lefevre,  Faulkner, 
and  Pound  also  weighed-in. — E.  J.  M. 

Cobden  Angling'  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W, — We  had  fish  weighed-in  on  the  22nd  inst.  by 
Messrs.  A.  Duncan,  roach,  -11b.  6oz.  ; J.  Hicks,  roach, 
taking  ninth  prize.  The  match  takes  place  on  the  '29th 
at  Taplow  ; roving  from  Boulter’s  Lock  to  second  ferry 
at  Cookham  : two  rods  ; bleak  and  gudgeon  barred  ; no 
live  bait  to  be  taken  ; go  by  the  8.28  from  Westbourne 
Park,  or  any  train  after;  return  by  the  8.12  p.m.  ; 
register  names  and  fish  at  the  Dumbbells  Hotel. — A. 
Smith. 

Cro'wn  and  Suckland  United  Piscatorial 
Society,  Middlesex  Arms,  34,  Clerkenwell-green. — 
Our  general  meeting  bas  been  postponed  till  Wednesday, 
Nov.  8,  as  the  club-room  will  not  be  ready  till  then ; 
also  to  give  the  members  an  oiiportunity  of  clearing  the 
books  by  next  Wednesday,  so  that  the  balance-sheet  can 
be  got  ready  for  the  general  meeting,  on  which  occasion 
1 hope  all  the  members  will  attend,  as  some  very 
important  business  will  be  brought  forward.  On 
Oct.  1C  the  concert  for  the  benefit  of  our  late  secretary, 
Mr.  G.  Kogers,  was  but  poorly  attended.  I trust  that 
secretaries  will  make  a return  of  the  unsold  tickets  and 
cash  for  the  sold  by  next  Wednesday,  so  that  we  may  be 
able  to  close  the  affairs. — W.  H.  BuifWASH. 

Dalstoii  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  the  22nd  Messrs.  Poore, 
Pocock,  T.  Midson,  Cogswell,  E.  Lloyd,  Farmer,  and  E. 
Parram  had  a very  handsome  show  of  roach,  perch, 
bream,  and  dace.  The  prize  presented  by  Mr.  T.  Midson 
was  won  by  Mr.  E.  Parram.  On  Tuesday,  the  21th,  it 
was  decided  that  the  Christmas  prizes  should  be  com- 
peted for  in  the  Eiver  Stort  on  November  .5,  full  par- 
ticulars to  be  obtained  at  the  clubhouse. — S.  Malby. 

Epsom  Angling  Society.-  Since  my  last  report 
the  following  have  weighed-in  : Geo.  Miles,  a jack, 

21b.  CJoz.  ; H.  Vickery,  dace  ; T.  E.  Harding,  roach, 
one  11b.  2foz.  ; Messrs.  Dix  and  Holt,  roach  and  dace  ; 
Messrs.  Jeffery  and  Harding,  roach.  E.  W.  Hailes. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials.— On  the  21st  inst.  Mr. 
Hollely  weighed-in  some  nice  perch,  largest  11b.  IJoz. 
On  the  22nd  inst.  Mr.  Talbot  had  roach,  bream,  and 
dace,  no  other  member  weighing-in.  The  following  are 
the  arrangements  for  our  Sea  Fishing  Excursion,  which 
are  slightly  altered.  Members  and  friends  please  note. 
Go  down  to  Maldon  by  the  6.25  train  from  Liverpool 
Street,  leaving  Stratford  at  6 o’clock,  changing  at 
Eomford.  Anyone  missing  this  can  catch  the  7.5  from 
Liverpool  Street,  leaving  Stratford  at  6.50,  changing  at 
Forest  Gate.  On  arrival  at  Maldon  stay  at  the  White 
Lion  for  an  hour  or  two,  until  the  tide  serves,  when  a 
boat  will  take  the  party  to  the  yacht.  Bait  and  tackle 
will  be  provided  (hand  lines  only).  Members  intending 
to  fish  with  rod  and  line  must  bring  their  own.  Mr. 
Wrakes,  of  the  White  Lion,  will  cater  for  the  party. — 
W.  J.  Talbot. 

General  Post  Office  Angling  Society.  — On 

Saturday,  Nov.  4,  a smoking  concert  will  be  given  by 
the  members  and  friends  of  this  society  at  the  Market 
House.  Finsbury  Market,  Worship-street,  E.C.,  in  aid 
of  the  Preservation  Fund.  Admission  will  be  by  pro- 
grammes only,  price  3d.  each,  which  can  be  obtained 
at  the  above  address  on  the  concert  night,  or  by  apply- 
ing at  the  E.C.  Office,  G.P.O.,  to — L.  W.  Donne. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Eussell,  Isledon-road, 
N. — We  had  but  a small  show  of  fish  on  the  22nd  inst., 
about  81b.  of  roach  and  dace,  taken  by  Messrs. 
Stebbings,  W.  Lawrence,  Eiggs,  Ballard,  and  Caborn. — 
A.  Payne. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Foley-street. — A number  of  our  members  were  out  on 
the  Thames  on  the  '22nd  inst.,  and  we  had  a fine  show  of 
roach  and  dace  from  Hurley,  Goring,  Marlow,  and 
Bray,  with  a few  perch  and  gudgeon,  brought  up  by 
Messrs.  Green,  Cremmin,  Trowbridge,  Brewer,  Ellen, 
Bailey,  and  W.  Bowring.  On  tbe  24th,  Mr.  Pask  had  a 
nice  lot  of  roach  from  the  Lea.  We  made  another 
honorary  member  on  Tuesday,  and  still  have  room  for 
more.  I should  like  to  see  a full  meeting  on  Tuesday 
next,  the  first  of  our  series  of  winter  social  evenings. — 
John  Goatley. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn,  Church- 
street,  Shoreditch. — The  members  finished  a match  at 
Ware  on  the  22nd  inst.,  and  took  all  the  prizes.  The 
winners  are  as  follows:  Messrs.  J.  Smith,  C.  James, 
Haines,  Colbey,  Watling,  Burton,  Devon,  Hastings, 
Whitmore,  and  E.  Murphy.  Our  very  old  member,  Mr. 
W.  Snook  (proprietor  of  the  Ship  Tavern,  Bacon-street, 
Bethnal  Green),  gave  us  a valuable  prize  to  be  fished 
for.  He  would  be  pleased  to  see  any  angler  who  may  be 
passing  that  way.  There  is  a match  made  between  a 
member  of  our  club,  Mr  Steve  Sampson,  and  Mr.  J. 
Baldock,  of  Ware.  It  will  take  place  on  the  29th  inst. 
— E.  Murphy. 

Grange  Angling  Society,  The  Earl  of  Derby, 
Grange-road. — The  fortnightly  meeting  was  held  on  the 
19th  inst.,  Mr.  J.  H.  Eich  was  voted  in  the  chair.  The 
ordinary  routine  of  business  having  been  disiiosed  of, 
Mr.  Lucas  was  unanimously  elected  a member  of  the 
society.  The  autumn  outing  will  take  place  at  Windsor 
on  Thursday,  Nov.  2.  Members  will  leave  by  the 
8.0  a.m.  train  from  Waterloo.  Two  prizes  will  be 
given,  one  by  the  club  and  the  other  by  the  treasurer, 
Mr.  E.  Eyder.  During  the  evening  Messrs.  E.  Eyder, 
E.  Wright,  and  J.  Haigh  brought  home  132  roach  and 
dace  from  the  Thames,  weighing  321b.  l|oz. — W.  K. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Castle  Inn, 
Leyton-road,  Stratford  New  Town. — The  following 
members  weighed-in  fish  on  the  22nd  inst.  : J.  Grande, 
roach  and  dace  ; F.  Hudson,  roach,  dace,  and  perch  : W. 


Steer,  roach  and  dace;  G.  F.  Weaver,  also  roach  and 
dace — the  whole  making  a very  nice  show. — G.  F. 
Weaver. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 

Eobin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville. — On  the 
22nd  inst.  H.  Duncombe  weighed-in  71b.  7oz.  of  good  dace 
and  roach ; C.  Watling,  51b.;  Messrs.  G.  Francis,  W. 
Parkin,  J.  A.  Pitch,  and  J.  Cartwright  had  smaller 
takes.  On  Monday,  Oct.  30,  the  Bermondsey  Brothers 
pay  us  a special  complimentary  visit,  when  a number  of 
talented  friends  have  promised  to  attend.  Brother 
anglers  welcome. — J.  A.  Pitch. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— There  was  a good 
attendance  of  members  again  on  Tuesday,  and  the 
meeting  was  very  ably  presided  over  by  Mr.  E.  H. 
Bramley.  The  prizes  won  at  the  recent  sea-fishing 
competition  were  presented  to  the  successful  members. 
Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley  presented  a book  to  the  library, 
“Sketches  from  Nature,’’  and  Mr.  Norman,  “A 
Practical  Treatise  on  Trout  Fishing,  by  Grey  Drake.” 
Both  the  donors  were  suitably  thanked.  Members  and 
friends  are  reminded  that  Tuesday  next  will  be  a 
microscopical  evening.  On  Tuesday,  Nov.  7,  a short 
paper  will  be  read,  to  be  followed  by  a discussion  on  sea 
fishing  and  suitable  tackle  for  Deal;  and  on  Thursday, 
the  9th,  a party  intend  going  to  Deal  for  some  pier  and 
sea  fishing.  On  Tuesday,  the  14th  prox.,  the  members, 
with  friends,  intend  supping  together  at  the  society’s 
rooms,  and  a considerable  number  bave  already  given  in 
their  names.  Those  members  who  intend  taking  part 
in  either  event  are  requested  to  communicate  with  the 
secretary  at  65,  Hazellville-road,  Hornsey  Eise,  as  early 
as  convenient. — James  Taylee. 

Hearts  of  Oak.— On  the  22nd  inst.  Mr.  Muller 
saved  the  club  from  a blank  with  a nice  show  of  barbel, 
roach,  and  dace.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  making  two 
new  members.— C.  T.  Eussell. 

Horseferry  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Clarence, 
Horseferry-road,  Westminster. — On  the  29th  inst.  we 
competed  for  prizes  at  Weybridge.  Mr.  Barker  won 
tbe  first  prize  with  a fine  show  of  roach  and  bream. 
Mr.  King  had  roach,  but  not  enough  weight  to  take  a 
prize.  On  Wednesday  last  it  was  decided  to  compete 
for  three  prizes  at  Eye  House.  A special  meeting  will 
be  held  on  Wednesday  next.  All  members  are  requested 
to  attend  early. — P.  Taylor. 

HounsfieW  Otters,  Lower  Edmonton.— In  spite  of 
the  heavy  rain  on  the  22nd  inst.,  nineteen  of  our  mem- 
bers fished  for  six  prizes,  Messrs.  W.  Jones  and 
E.  Watling  being  the  only  two  who  secured  fish.  Mr. 
Bass,  of  'The  Greyhound,  Enfield  Lock,  provided  a 
capital  dinner,  to  which  all  did  ample  justice.  The 
remaining  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  the  29th  inst., 
same  water  and  same  conditions. — P.  S.  T. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  the 
22nd  inst.  several  of  our  members  visited  the  Langford 
Hall  waters  to  fish  for  five  special  prizes,  which  were 
won  in  the  following  order  : S.  Orrow,  first ; W. 
Midson,  second  ; W.  Cooper,  third  ; P.  Schulze,  fourth  ; 

S.  Gillet,  fifth.  P.  Newton  weighed-in  91b.  6|oz.  roach 
and  perch  ; J.  Huntley,  Ijlb.  roach,  from  the  Lea  at 
Clapton,  not  in  the  competition. — E.  Ghurnet. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The 
Eed  Lion,  Portland-street,  VV. — Only  Mr.  Pope  weighed- 
in  on  the  22nd,  with  dace  and  gudgeon.  We  made  three 
new  honorary  members  last  meeting  night. — A.  Liver- 
sage. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road.  — On  the  21st  inst.  the 
following  weighed-in  : J.  H.  Herbert,  roach,  dace,  and 
perch,  91b.  6|oz.  (heaviest  roach,  lib.  6|oz.) ; and  Mr. 
J.  Croker,  roach,  91b.  7oz.  On  Tuesday  last  the  minutes 
were  read  and  confirmed  (Mr.  G.  Holder  in  the  chair). 
One  new  member  was  proposed.  I hope  members  will 
show  up  on  Tuesday  next,  as  the  books  must  be  cleared, 
and  two  auditors  appointed. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  'Walton  Angling  Society.— As  previously 
announced,  the  members  will  compete  for  three  special 
prizes  on  the  29th  inst.  at  Sbiplake.  On  the  22nd 
inst.  Mr.  A.  Furlong  had  a tray  of  handsome  roach  and 
chub ; Mr.  C.  Laydon  roach,  chub,  and  dace  : Mr. 

T.  W.  Garrard  roach;  and  Mr.  C.  Hayward  roach  on 
Wednesday,  25th  inst. — H.  B. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Portobello  Arms, 
Kensal-road. — Gn  tbe  22nd  inst.  we  fisbed  a match  at 
Drayton,  for  five  prizes,  but  only  one  succeeded  in 
getting  the  stipulated  weight,  Mr.  Dunham,  who  had 
two  bream.  The  match  will  be  continued  on  the  29th, 
and  every  week  until  all  the  prizes  are  taken,  same 
place  and  same  conditions. — A.  Ide. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  Queen 
of  England,  Goldhawk-road,  W. — Since  last  report,  Mr. 
S.  J.  Sheen  has  weighed-in  221b.  of  good  roach  and  dace 
from  Staines,  and  Mr.  0.  J.  Carter,  211b.  8oz.,  from 
Twickenham  ; Mr.  S.  Burton,  101b.  of  roacb,  perch,  and 
barbel  ; Mr.  M.  Manning  (president),  61b.  9oz.  ; Mr. 
A.  B.  Mason,  two  percb,  IS^oz.  and  lib.  loz. ; Mr.  G. 
Baldwin,  31b.  8oz.  of  roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  C.  Stevens, 
roach  and  gudgeon  : Mr.  P.  Newcombe,  dace  and 
gudgeon.  Our  monthly  competition  closed  on  the  22nd 
inst.  with  the  following  result : first  prize,  value 

d£5  5s.,  was  won  by  Mr.  S.  J.  Sheen  (Wheatsheaf  Hotel), 
with  111b.  l}£Oz.  ; second,  ^£1  Is.,  Mr.  C.  J.  Carter, 
101b.  8oz.  ; third,  .£1  Is.,  Mr.  S.  Burton,  71b.  3xOz.  ; and 
hon.  members’  prize  was  taken  by  Mr.  A.  Newcombe. 
Prizes  not  won  in  the  previous  monthly  competitions 
will  be  fished  for  at  a date  to  be  arranged. — S.  Burton. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street.- On  the  22nd  inst.,  in  the  match  at 
Bourne  End,  the  prizes  were  taken  in  the  following 
order:  Mr.  Watling,  first;  Mr.  Wood,  second;  Mr. 
Nelson,  third  ; Mr.  Clark,  fourth  ; the  fifth  prize  will 
be  decided  next  week,  as  there  is  a dispute  about  the 


respective  weights  of  two  members.  The  following 
also  showed  fish .-  Mr.  Eookham,  Mr.  More,  Mr. 
Eichardson,  Mr.  Holmes  and  Mr.  Irish.  On  Monday 
last  a smoking  concert  took  place  at  the  above,  which 
was  a great  success,  the  proceeds  of  which  were  put  in 
the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Box,  and  which  will  be  opened 
on  our  next  meeting  night. — “W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5, 
Queen’s-square,  and  18,  St.  John’s-lane.  — Our  last 
week’s  meeting  was  well  attended.  The  outing  to  the  Dee, 
on  the  19th,  was  not  very  successful,  but  was  thoroughly 
enjoyable.  A vote  of  condolence  and  sympathy  with 
the  widow  and  family  of  the  late  Mr.  Gawith  was  passed. 
A fine  take  of  perch  was  had  on  the  20th,  by  Mr. 
Titterton,  from  a private  water  in  Shropshire,  many  of 
the  fish  weighing  close  on  fib.  Next  month  we  shall 
probably  resume  our  winter  social  evenings,  and  it  is 
imped  members  will  do  their  best  to  make  them  as 
successful  as  they  have  been  hitherto  — E.  Woolpall. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Eailway  Tavern,  King 
Henry’s  Walk. — On  the  22nd  inst.  Messrs.  Staines  and 
Morris  had  a nice  show  of  roach,  dace,  and  perch, 
Mr.  Morris’s  heaviest  perch  scaling  11b.  6oz.  I hope 
members  will  show  up  on  Tuesday  next,  as  there  is  some 
important  business  to  bring  forward.  Another  new 
member  was  made  during  the  evening. — J.  Comber. 

Mitre  Brothers,  Kingsgate  Street,  Holborn. — On 
the  22nd  inst.  Mr.  Timmins  had  three  jack  from  the 
Thames,  but  could  not  get  up  in  time  to  weigh-in.  A 
special  meeting  is  ealled  for  the  committee,  “ Re  Talbot 
Fund,”  on  the  31st,  as  we  wish  to  bring  it  to  a close. 
Also  a smoking  concert  takes  places  on  Nov.  7 in  aid  of 
the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society,  when  I hope  to  see  a 
good  muster.  Chairman,  Mr.  J.  Kemble. — A.  Toplis. 

Odds  and  Bvens  Angling  Society,  King  of 
Prussia,  Bevenden-street,  Hoxton. — On  the  22nd  inst. 
Mr.  Bygrave,  sen.,  was  the  only  member  who  weighed-in 
fish — 4Ib.  of  roach  and  dace.  Last  Tuesday  we  had  our 
return  visit  on  the  No.  1 Eastern  List,  when  eleven 
clubs  answered  to  the  roll.  We  had  a very  good 
attendance,  and  during  the  evening  some  capital  songs 
were  sung  by  Messrs.  Eoberts,  Pether,  Forster,  Lewis, 
Neville,  Midson,  and  others.  The  chair  was  taken  in 
succession  by  Messrs.  Eoberts,  Cuthbert,  and  Midson. 
The  next  visit  goes  to  the  “ Original  Alexandra.” — J, 
Cuthbert. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Mape-street,  Bethnal  Green-road. — Our  fourth 
outing  for  prizes  this  season  will  take  place  on  the  29th 
inst.  (boundary,  from  St.  Margaret’s  Bridge  to  Eye 
House  Bridge)  for  seven  prizes,  all  members  to  book  to 
St.  Margaret’s  ; fishing  to  commence  at  9.30.  The  next 
return  visit  No.  1 Eastern  District  will  take  place  at 
the  above  on  Monday,  Nov.  6.  On  the  22nd  inst.  we 
had  bream  from  Dagenham,  a brace  of  jack  from  the 
Lea,  roach  and  bream  from  the  Chelmer,  and  roach  from 
the  Welsh  Harp. — E.  Brockett. 

Feckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Eosemary-road,  Peckham. — Our  outing  on  the 
22nd  proved  a success,  Mr.  Brancher  taking  first  and 
Mr.  Etherington  second  with  roach  and  dace.  Will 
members  kindly  show  up  a little  better,  as  the  meetings 
of  late  have  been  very  poor,  and  there  is  a lot  of  business 
to  be  got  through.  We  fish  our  next  match  on  Nov.  5 
from  Collier’s  Lane  to  Penton  Hook  Lock.  — C. 
Etherington. 

Perseverance  Angling  Society,  Eoyal  Oak, 
Stepney-green. — Several  of  our  members  were  out  prize 
fishing  on  the  22nd  inst.,  at  Cheshunt,  but  none  of  the 
prizes  were  taken.  Our  next  outing  will  take  place  on 
Nov.  5,  roving  from  Ware  Bridge  to  the  lock  at  Hert- 
ford. Two  members  had  a fine  show  of  roach  and 
perch,  saving  us  from  a blank. — W.  Eussell. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  the  Crown,  Pancras-road, 
N.W. — On  the  22nd  inst.  twenty-two  members  journeyed 
to  Shiplake  to  compete  for  prizes  : Mr.  Mares  first,  F. 
Dove  second,  C.  Dove  third.  On  Tuesday  Messrs.  Hook, 
Toogood,  and  Cook  were  elected  honorary  members.  A 
dead  heat  was  the  result  of  the  competition  for  Mr. 
Webb’s  prize  between  Messrs.  Elbourne  and  Homan  at 
the  last  outing. — H.  W.  Morgan. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Eising  Snn, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road. — Only  a few  fish  were 
weighed-in  on  the  22nd  by  Messrs.  Mitchell  and  Utting. 
On  Wednesday  Mr.  T.  Line  had  41b.  of  roach  from  the 
tidal  water.  Mr.  F.  Hockaday  was  elected  an  honorai'y 
member.  Train  leaves  Liverpool-street  8.25 ; return 
from  Witham  6.48. — E.  Pyne. 

Pi-ince  of  'Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — We  were  saved 
from  a blank  on  the  22nd  inst.  by  Messrs.  Wheeler  and 
Porter,  who  weighed-in  roach  and  perch,  although 
several  others  had  fish.  On  Monday  we  had  a very 
interesting  report  from  our  delegates,  Messrs.  Neal  and 
Clark,  upon  which  a lengthy  discussion  took  place. — • 
W.  B. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials,  Queen’s  Arms,  lA,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road,  N.W. — At  the  general  meeting 
some  imxiortant  business  was  got  through.  A match 
takes  iilace  at  Dagenham  (roving)  on  Nov.  5.  On 
Oct.  26  Messrs.  Norris  and  EoOerts  weighed-in  a 
splendid  show  of  roach.  On  Oct.  22  Mr.  Norris  weighed- 
in  a nice  jack.  Messrs.  Hinton  and  Lewis  had  a good 
show  of  roach. — W.  H.  Egberts. 

Reading  Wanderers  Angling  Club.- We  had  a 
roving  competition  on  Saturday,  21st,  from  Kennet’s 
Mouth  to  Sonning  Lock,  thirty-six  of  our  members 
fishing  for  six  prizes.  Eeferee,  Mr.  J.  Potts  ; stewards, 
Messrs.  Hawkins  and  Dolton.  Mr.  Wakefield  took  1st 
prize,  a handsome  fishing  wallet,  presented  by  Mr.  O. 
Heath  ; Messrs  Josey,  2nd  ; Pearce,  3rd  ; Ford,  4th  ; 
Watts,  fat  duck,  presented  by  Mr.  S.  Coles,  of  the 
Dreadnought.  Our  next  competition  will  take  place  at 
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Cavoraliam,  on  Nov.  18;  pegged  down.  The  heavy 
rains  have  much  improved  the  fishing  in  this  district, 
roach  and  perch  being  well  on  the  feed.  Mr.  Champion 
woighod-in  a nice  jack  of  51b.  2oz.  last  week,  taken  at 
Shiplako. — J.  Wise. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-stroet,  Soho. — On  the  22nd  inst.,  several 
I of  our  members  were  out,  but  only  the  following 
|l  weighed-in  : Messrs.  Hughes,  jun.,  Shaw,  Webber,  and 

I Harris.  We  had  a good  muster  on  Wednesday  last, 
when  a deal  of  business  was  got  through,  and  six  half- 
guinea prizes  were  added  to  our  list.  On  the  29th  we 
fish  a competition  at  Marlow  ; usual  conditions.  Any- 
one wishing  to  join  the  above  society  can  gain  all  infor- 
mation of  our  genial  host. — J.  Gibbons. 

St.  Thomas’s  Angling  Society,  Waterman's 
Arms,  Paris-street,  Lambeth,  S.E. — On  Oct.  22  Messrs. 
Beams  and  Stone  had  a nice  show  of  fish,  the  latter 
gentleman  having  a splendid  roach,  weight  lib.  14joz. 
On  the  29th  inst.  we  fish  for  prizes  at  Harlow  (roving), 
leaving  first  train  on  the  morning. — G.  Morton. 
Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
; Stangate-street,  Lambeth. — On  the  22nd  Messrs.  J.  T. 
i Wright,  T.  Stevens,  and  W.  Wink  had  a good  show  of 
i hream  and  dace,  from  the  Central  As.sociation  water  at 
Amberley.  Mr.  W.  Stone,  of  the  St.  Thomas’s  Angling 
Cluh,  brought  up  in  this  clubroom  a splendid  roach  turn- 
I ing  the  scales  at  11b.  14oz.  The  members  will  goto  Amber- 
i ley  on  the  29th  to  try  for  more  specimen  roach.  Mr. 

Horace  Howard  had  8|lb.  roach  and  dace  from  Brandon, 
i — J.  Weight. 

Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling  Society.  — A 

successful  and  enjoyable  outing  in  connection  with  this 
society  took  place  on  the  19th  inst.,  at  Hawkestone 
Park,  Mr.  E.  J.  Piper,  was  first,  with  a pike  of  10  jib.  ; 
Mr.  J.  Williams,  second,  with  one  of  21b.,  and  two,  of 
61b.  and  21b.  ; Mr.  Peverelle,  one  of  6ilb- ; Mr.  Fox, 
one  of  41b. ; and  Mr.  Walker,  one  of  21b.  Mr.  Boulton 
captured  the  heaviest  basket  of  fish  (IGlb.  of  pike, 
perch,  &c.).  In  the  evening  the  party  partook  of  an 
excellent  dinner  at  the  Hawkestone  Hotel.  The  chair- 
man performed  the  duties  imposed  upon  him  in  an 
admirable  manner,  and  the  secretary  gave  a very  satis- 
factory rt’sume  of  the  society’s  doings.  After  the  usual 
songs  and  toasts  the  party  reached  Shrewsbury  at  ten 
o’clock. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane. — On  the  22nd  inst.  Mr.  Cherry  was  top 
weight  with  a tray  of  nice  roach  and  dace,  10.i-lb.  ; Mr. 
Longland,  5Jlb.  ; and  Mr.  Curtis,  3flb. — all  from  the 
tidal  waters.  M.  Mengles,  roach,  dace,  and  perch,  71b. 
On  Tuesday  last  Mr.  Fletcher  showed  some  nice  chub, 
roach,  and  dace  from  the  Upper  Thames.  Members  are 
requested  not  to  forget  our  outing  on  Nov.  5 at  Shiplake. 
— Pelican. 

Slough  and  Langley  Angling  Society,  Dolphin 
Hotel,  Slough.— Our  competition  will  take  place  in  the 
Grand  Junction  Canal  on  the  29th  inst.,  free  to  all  holders 
of  privilege  tickets  of  the  Anglers’  Association,  for 
twenty  money  prizes,  to  the  value  of  £&  6s. ; first  prize 
.£1,  second  15s.,  third  10s.,  fourth  9s.,  and  so  on  down 
to  the  twentieth  prize  of  2s.  Two  rods  allowed  and 
live  bait ; boundary,  cottage  and  Veitch’s  ; pounds  only. 
All  fish  to  weigh  in,  bar  eels.  All  competitors  to  regis- 
ter their  names  at  the  clubhouse.  Dolphin  Hotel,  on 
morning  of  competition.  Commence  fishing  on  arrival 
of  first  and  other  trains  from  Paddington.  Leave  off 
fishing  at  dark.  I hope  brother  anglers  will  give  us  a 
bumper  on  our  first  invitation. — E.  Jenkins. 

Small  Arms  Angling  Society,  Swan  and  Pike, 
Enfield  Lock. — Sport  very  slow  in  this  district.  Mr. 
Pycroft  had  61b.  5oz.  perch  ; T.  Crane,  21b.  14oz.  jack  ; 
J.  Johnson,  21b.  14oz.  jack  : and  G.  Cook,  dace.  We 
fish  a peg-down  match  on  Saturday,  Nov.  4,  for  Mr. 
Bass’s  prizes  of  the  Greyhound  Hotel.  — John  J. 
Johnson. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Hope, 
Pollard’s-row. — The  members  of  the  above  were  out  on 
the  22nd  inst.  for  a pegged-down  match,  but  only  two 
prizes  were  taken.  We  compete  again  for  the  nine 
prizes  left  over.  Mr.  T.  Coats,  first,  with  roach  ; Mr. 
D.  Marks,  second,  with  roach  ; Mr.  T.  Sayce,  roach  ; 
Mr.  Henry,  bream. — T.  Satce. 

South  London  United  Visiting  List. — The  next 
visit  on  the  above  list  will  be  paid  to  the  Bermondsey 
Brothets  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Woolpack  Taveim, 
Bermondsey-street,  on  Monday,  Nov.  13,  when  I hope 
to  see  every  society  on  the  list  represented. — A.  Conn. 

Stowmarket  Angling  and  Preservation 
Society. — Eoach  quite  off  the  feed  for  past  three  weeks. 
Pike  take  live  bait  freely,  but  only  small  fish  have  been 
weighed-in  at  present.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  T.  Eobinson 
caught  three  (largest  3ilb.).— Louis  Turner. 

United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Deptford.— 
Several  members  of  the  above  were  out  on  the 
22nd  inst.,  Mr.  J.  Oakley  being  the  only  member  who 
weighed-in  with  roach.  I hear  of  several  members  going 
out  on  the  29th,  and  hope  they  will  have  good  sport. — 
H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxhall  Cross. — On  the  22nd  inst.  the  following  had 
fish  : Mr.  Betts,  roach ; Mr.  Clegg,  roach  : Mr.  Pain, 
roach  and  dace.  Our  usual  weekly  meeting  took  place 
on  Tuesday  last.  I wish  to  remind  members  that  we 
have  several  prizes  waiting  to  be  fished  for.  One  of  our 
members,  Mr.  Eichards,  has  been  enjoying  some  good 
fishing  in  Wales. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 

Odell  Arms,  Limerston-street,  S.W. — The  members  of 
the  above  held  their  usual  weekly  meeting  on  Wednes- 
day last,  Mr.  G.  Powe  presiding.  Several  of  the 
members  have  been  out  with  varying  success.  On  the 
29th  inst.  we  fish  a match  at  Cookham,  when  all 


members  are  earnestly  requested  to  attend.  I would 
also  remind  members  and  friends  that  we  hold  a smoking 
concert  on  Nov.  8 next. — E.  Sutchall. 

Waltham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  King’s 
Arms.  — On  Saturday  E.  Simmons  had  a jack  of 
lib.  14Joz  ; J.  Lapwood  had  a roach  of  5oz.  ; F.  Chapman 
had  three  perch,  weight  lljoz.  ; on  Sunday  E.  Simmons 
had  a jack  of  lib.  7oz.  ; A.  Beach,  three  small  jack,  and  a 
perch  ; and  a perch  of  5oz.  on  Monday.  All  members 
are  requested  to  turn  up  on  the  29th  inst.  at  head- 
quarters, at  9.30  a.m.,  to  fish  in  H.  Avis’s  open  pegged- 
down  match.  Fish  taken  to  weigh-in  for  annual  prizes 
as  well.  Water  a lovely  colour  now,  and  perch  vora- 
cious.— A.  G.  Beach. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth. — Although  a considerahlo 
number  of  our  members  were  out  on  the  22nd,  only  one 
(Mr.  Boyd)  weighed-in.  The  time  and  place  for  our 
next  competition  will  be  decided  on  Wednesday  next. — 
C.  Wyer. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers’  Arms, 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road.  - On  the  22nd  inst. 
the  following  members  weighed-in  : Mr.  Harden,  sen., 
jack  ; Mr.  Mercer,  jack  ; Mr.  Sullivan,  roach  and  dace  ; 
Mr.  Heir,  perch.  Our  next  outing  will  take  place  at  St. 
Margaret’s,  roving,  from  St.  Margaret’s  Bridge  to 
Hertford,  for  three  half-guinea  prizes,  on  November  5th. 
— W.  M. 

Western  Fiscatorials,  The  Marquis  of  Granby, 
Castle-street,  W. — Our  third  outing  this  season  was 
held  on  Oct.  22,  at  Henley  and  Shiplake.  Sport  was 
somewhat  difficult,  owing  to  the  continual  deluge  of 
rain  ; notwithstanding  Messrs.  E.  Bland,  J.  W.  Bland, 
Garrod,  Eider,  and  Bowyer  weighed-in  some  good 
roach,  dace,  and  perch.  On  Wednesday  last  we  held  a 
smoking  concert,  which  was  a great  success,  our  talented 
friends,  Messrs.  Willie  Levys,  Tom  Fielding,  C.  W. 
More,  Stratford,  and  others,  vising  with  each  other  in 
rendering  the  harmony  of  the  evening  complete. — D.  W. 
Evans. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford. — Since  my  last  report 
the  following  members  weighed-in  fish  : Mr.  J.  Newton, 
31b.  Ijoz.  of  roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  Simmons,  21b.  6oz.  of 
jack  and  dace. — E.  Lowther. 

Westminster  Angling  Society. — On  the  22nd 
a good  number  of  members  went  to  Windsor  to  fish  for 
five  prizes,  but  only  one  was  taken.  Messrs.  Barthell, 
Greenwood,  and  Morris  had  a fine  show  of  jack  from 
Penton  Hook  ; Mr.  Eoser  also  had  fish.  Messrs.  Bean, 
Pope,  Eccarius,  Huggins,  and  Hutchinson  also  weighed- 
in.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  J.  Mandry  was  made  a member, 
after  which  Mr.  Greenwood,  having  seen  Mr.  Hayter,  of 
the  Westminster  Times,  and  explained  the  matter  rela- 
ting to  the  prize  which  he  has  promised,  it  was  resolved 
to  invite  other  clubs.  At  a meeting  to  be  held  at  the 
Windsor  Castle,  Westminster,  on  Thursday,  Nov.  2,  at 
9 p.m.  to  arrange  for  match,  it  was  proposed  to  invite  the 
Horseferry  Angling  Society  to  attend.  All  members  to 
produce  their  privilege  ticket  on  entrance.  Any  gentle- 
man wishing  to  join,  apply  Secretary,  Windsor  Castle, 
Francis-street,  Westminster. — J.  G. 


NO  NEWS  FEOM  THE  DEEP. 

A SHORT  time  ago  an  old  negro  was  passing  through 
the  Second  Market  when  his  attention  was  drawn 
towards  several  piles  of  sea-trout  as  they  lay  on  the  nice 
marble  table  of  a fishmonger.  Walking  up  to  the  counter 
the  darkey  placed  his  nose  within  an  inch  of  the 
“ speckled  beauties,”  as  though  testing  their  soundness 
through  the  medium  of  his  olfactories. 

The  keeper  of  the  stand  eyed  him  with  considerable 
interest  and  contempt  for  his  impertinence  for  half  a 
minute,  and  in  a tone  of  anger  said  : 

“ What  in  the  d 1 are  you  smellin’  o’  them  fish  for, 

you  black  ape  ? ” 

“ I ain’  smellin’  o’  de  fees-sh,  boss  ; I was  jes’  er  axin 
um  a question.” 

“ What  did  you  ask  ’em,  sir  ? ” 

“ I jes’  ex  um  what’s  de  news  fum  de  sea.” 

“ What  did  they  say  ? ” 

“Day  say  dey  doan’  know,  suh,  dey  ain’  bin  dar  for 
more  n a mont’,  suh  ! ” — Richmond  Dispatch. 


From  now  until  the  end  of  April  exhibition  will  follow 
exhibition  at  the  Westminster  Palace  of  Amusement. 
Following  the  Canary  Show  will  come  the  Athletic 
Exhibition  with  its  amateur  contests  ; next  in  order  is 
the  French  Fair,  a great  and  striking  novelty  ; this  will 
be  succeeded  by  the  popular  Yachting  Exhibition,  whilst 
last  but  not  least  is  the  National  Fisheries,  to  which  we 
all  must  go. 

The  Genuine  Article. — Old  Lady : Is  this  a 
genuine  alligator  bag  ? Dealer : Yes,  ma’am.  I shot 
that  alligator  myself.  Old  Lady  ; It  looks  rather  shop- 
worn. Dealer  : That’s  where  he  hit  the  ground  when  he 
tumbled  off  the  tree,  ma’am. — Neiv  York  Weekly. 

While  a seine  was  being  dragged  at  Cedar  Lake  Bay, 
Tex.,  a few  days  ago,  a tarpon,  five  or  six  feet  long, 
jumped  over  the  net,  striking  a negro  in  the  head,  and 
killing  him  instantly.  Another  negro  was  stunned  by 
the  shock. 


WE  WANT  the  names  and  addresses  of  every  angler 
who  does  not  take  in  the  Pishing  Gazette.  Send  postcard 
for  “ Specimen  Copy  ” to  Manager,  St.  Dunstan’s  House, 
Fleet-street,  London,  E.C. 

Mb.  Alexander  Wrisht,  Accountant,  of  10,  Everelda-street, 
Barnsbury,  N.  (member  of  the  Gresham,  Junior  Fly-Pishers,  &c.t, 
undertakes  the  auditing  and  balancing  of  every  description  of 
accounts  at  moderate  rates.  Rents  and  debts  collected. 


FOUND  IN  THE  TRAWL. 


Just  Pi. ain  Huntin’. — Nimrod:  Any  good  hunting 
around  here  t Farmer:  Yaas,  oceans  of  it.  Nimrod; 
What  kind  of  game  can  you  shoot  t Farmer:  Never 
seed  any  game — just  plain  huntin’. 

***###* 

Now  what  about  Thames  mackerel  P “ We  received 
the  information  from  parties  stating  that  a Spanish 
mackerel  weighing  1621b.,  taking  three  fish  boxes  end- 
ways to  hold  it,  was  caught  near  Cape  Lookout  this 
week.  We  will  not  vouch  for  the  truth  of  the  story. 
It  is  either  a very  big  mackerel,  or  some  one  is  a very 

big  1^ fisherman  ! ” — Beaufort,  N.C.,  Herald. 

******  ^ 

An  Indian  named  Harry  Fish  recently  took  a contract 
to  supply  Myer’s  cannery  near  Seattle,  Wash.,  with 
50,000  fish  during  the  season.  He  went  down  to 
Mukileto,  and  at  the  first  haul  of  the  seine  captured 
.30,000.  'j?he  next  day  he  got  20,000  more,  thus  com- 
pleting his  contract  and  realizing  750  dollars  for  his 
two  days’  work.  [This  is  a case  of  ‘‘  set  a fish  to  catch 
fish.”] 

******* 

One  of  the  finest  specimens  of  Eso.e  nobilior  ever 
taken  out  of  the  St.  Lawrence  was  recently  captured  by 
Mr.  G.  W.  Skinner,  of  Clayton,  New  York.  It  weighed 
421b.  and  was  taken  with  a No.  8 Skinner  spoon.  It  is 
said  that  if  the  fish’s  stomach  had  been  full  of  food  it 
would  have  weighed  from  451b.  to  481b. — but  then  the 
fish  might  not  have  been  attracted  by  the  spoon.  A 
421b.  muscalongeis  not  to  be  met  with  every  day. 

******* 

A citizen  of  South  Bend,  Washington,  says  the 
American  Fishing  Gazette,  has  a humpback  whale  on 
his  hands  which  is  proving  a worse  encumbrance  than 
the  traditional  elephant,  not  alone  to  himself  but  to  the 
whole  community.  The  whale  became  stranded  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  and  the  enterprising  citizen  bought 
it  from  the  fishermen  who  captured  it  and  made  some 
money  by  placing  it  on  exhibition.  But  the  whale  died, 
and  after  a while  it  became  very  dead,  and  the  owner 
can’t  dispose  of  it.  He  tried,  as  a last  resort,  to  burn 
it,  and  spent  his  profits  on  wood  and  kerosene,  but 
the  whale  won’t  burn.  The  town  is  pervaded  by  an 
extremely  ancient,  fishlike  smell,  and  the  citizens  are 
urgent  in  their  demands  that  the  owner  of  the  whale 
shall  remove  his  property  in  some  expeditious  way.  [It 
does  not  matter  much  what  becomes  of  the  whale,  the 
“enterprising  citizen”  will  be  sure  to  have  “the 
hump  ! ”j 

##**##* 

Be  Independent. — Don’t  borrow  a hook  or  a line  ; 
buy  them  for  yourselves.  Nearly  all  the  best  known  and 
most  reliable  tackle  dealers  advertise  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette. 

******* 

The  following  has  been  culled  from  the  “ Eeport  of 
the  Composition  and  Quality  of  Daily  Samples  of  the 
Water  Supplied  to  London,  for  the  Month  ending  Sept.  30, 
1893,”  by  William  Crookes,  F.E.S.,  and  William  Odling, 
M.B.,F.E.S.,  F.E.C.P.  “ The  meteorological  conditions 
during  the  month  of  September,  have  been  of  an  entirely 
abnormal  character.  An  excess  of  bright  sunshine  and 
high  temperature  have  stimulated  the  fluviatile  vegeta- 
tion on  which  the  purity  of  running  streams  in  great 
measure  depends,  and  have  promoted  the  oxidation  of 
the  traces  of  organic  matter  always  present  in  river  and 
lake  water.  The  rainfall,  as  registered  at  Oxford,  has 
been  remarkably  small.  The  mean  rainfall  of  September, 
from  an  average  of  twenty-five  years,  is  2’66  inches, 
whereas  the  actual  rainfall  has  only  been  0 57  inch, 
showing  a deficiency  in  the  month  of  over  two  inches, 
and  of  no  less  than  3'64  inches  for  the  four  months,  June 
to  September.  This  deficiency  of  rain  has  tended  to 
increase  the  organic  purity  of  the  river,  as  little  or  no 
peaty  colouring  matter  has  been  washed  into  it  from  the 
collecting  area. 

*##**#* 

“ It  is  not  probable  that  so  exceptional  a state  of 
things  will  last  much  longer,  and  as  cold,  wet  weather 
comes  on,  a slight  increase  of  vegetable  organic  matter 
and  peaty  colouring  matter  may  be  expected.”  This  is 
the  official  method  of  congratulating  Londoners  on  a state 
of  affairs  which  those  who  happen  to  be  anglers  regard 
with  anything  but  unmixed  satisfaction.  It  is  amusing 
to  notice  that  the  exceptionally  long  drought  has 
developed  a mild  spirit  of  weather-prophecy  in  even  such 
staid  scientists  as  the  two  water  examiners  above 
quoted.  Anglers  may  well  hope  that  this  latest  pro- 
nouncement regarding  the  long-looked-for  rain  may 
prove  more  reliable  than  the  practically  unverified  state- 
ments on  the  same  subject  which  were  “ made  in 
Germany.” 

*#*•*#** 

A London  angler  named  Scanlan  has  just  captured  a 
perch  weighing  nearly  four  pounds.  This  fastidious 
fish  was  attracted  by  the  ef-fluviatalis  of  a bunch  of 
gentles.  It  must  be  the  drought,  which  we  have  heard 
sometldng  about,  that  has  vitiated  the  palates  of  nearly 
all  our  fresh-water  fish.  But  what  next  will  the 
bottom  fisher  provide  himself  with  ? The  latest  dainty, 
according  to  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon,  is  batter  pudding  ! 

* * * * * * * 

Another  gallant  “half  hundred”  weight  of  pike 
have  been  caught  in  the  Eiver  Brue — the  largest  13Jlb. 

* * # * * * * 

After  a period  of  seventeen  years,  a pilchard  seine- 
was  shot  at  Newquay  on  Monday,  and  a shoal  of  fish 
estimated  at  about  500  hogsheads  was  enclosed.  Should 
the  weather  continue  fine  and  the  owners  are  fortunate 
enough  to  tuck  them  they  will  be  sold  fresh,  as  only  one 
tank  is  provided  for  curing  them  for  the  foreign  mark  -t 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 
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PriC6  Is  6d.  post  free  to  any  address  on  receipt  of  postage 

A CHAEMING  OLEOGEAPH 

FEINTED  IN  SIXTEEN  COLOUES,  Entitled— 

“AN  EVENING’S  FISHING” 

The  picture  represents  a brace  or  two  of  Trout  just  caught,  after  the  Original  Painting  by  the  late 
T.  G.  TABQETT,  in  possession  of  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 


LONDON:  SAMPSON  LOW.  MARSTON  & CO.,  LIMITED. 

ST.  DUNSTAN’S  HOUSE,  FETTEE  LANE,  LONDON,  E.C. 

HomocEA 


The  FISHERMAN’S  FRIEND 


See  my  announcement, page iii.,  " WHITAKER";  page,  xx 
■‘IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE  YEARBOOK”;  page  ii.,  ‘‘A.B.C. 
GUIDE”;  “FIELD,”  “PUNCH,"  Ac. 

Telegrams-SELFHELP,  LONDON. 


FOR  ANGLERS 

And  SPORTSMEN 
Generally,  the 
IRISH  FRIEZES 
(or  rough  Tweeds) 
made  in  the 
MARQUIS  of 
W ATE  R FO  R D’S 
Industrial  House, 
are  as  near  perfec- 
tion as  possible. 

A choice”^  patterns 

SENT  BY  REQUEST. 

Gentlemen’s  21 /-Suit  Length 

other  Good  Substantial  IRIS^ 
TWEEDS  at  17/6  and  19;3 
suit  lengths,  which  canno'' 
be  supassed  tor  value  and 
suitability. 


NO  gnat  or  midget  troubles  the  man  who  uses 
Homocea  when  fishing ; where  it  is  they  won’t 
come,  being  aromatic  in  its  odour ; it  is  very  pleasant 
to  use;  and,  if  bitten  by  them,  or  fleas,  or  any  insect,  its 
use  neutralises  the  poison  of  their  sting  at  once. 

For  cuts,  -wounds^  and  bruises  it  has  no  equal,  and  to 
rub  the  muscles  after  a hard  day's  work  is  all  that  is  needed 
to  make  one  feel  fresh  and  comfortable  ; and  for  Sunburn, 
it  only  needs  to  be  used  once  to  find  what  a delightful 
remedy  it  is,  so,  when  you  are  off,  remember  a box  of 

-McHOMOCEA^lf^ 

is  as  essential  for  your  comfort  as  your  rod,  reel,  and  fly- 
book  are  for  your  fishing. 

Of  most  Chemists,  or  Free  by  Post  from  the — • 

HOMOCEA  CO.,  21,  Hamilton  Square,  BIRKENHEAD. 


SALMON 
AND 

TROUT 
RODS. 

REELS  of  SUPERIOR  METAL  and  FINISH. 

TYNESIDE  LINES,  ALL  PURE  SILK. 


MURTON’S 


THOROUGHLY  WATERPROOFED. 


SEND  FOR 
LIST  TO 


109 


I 


GREY 

STREET, 


NEWCASTLE. 


Sat.  1818. 

Ten  Prlxe  MadiOl. 


TEB  SFOBTSMAITS  VADE  MECUU. 

HEERING'S 

ONLY  GENUINE 


Gold  Hadali 
Faria,  1878, 
London,  1888  J 


PRICE  Is.  Ud.  and  2s.  9d.  PER  BOX. 


COPENHAGEN  CHERRY  BRANDY 

FETEB  F.  HEEBIZrO, 

PniTtyor  by  Appotatroenta  Danish  »nd  ir-..-.  ..  ..,««i>,nrta  and  H.B.H.  the  Prlnoe  ot  Wa  a j. 

Sold  by  all  respeotable  Wine  Merohanta. 


LONG  RUBBER  FISHING  BOOTS. 


BEST  QUALITY. 


/ 


Less  5 per  cent, 
discount  for  cash. 


1/3 


/ 


net. 


SECOND  QUALITY. 


/ 


Less  5 per  cent, 
discount  for  cash. 


I/’ 


/-  net. 


The  Waterproof  Manufacturers, 

37,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET, 

LONDON,  E.C. 


November  4,  1893] 
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NOTICE. 
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adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com- 
munications. ___ 
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The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
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Britain  and  Ireland  
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To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  sub- 
scription, including  postage 


10s.  6d. 
5s.  4d. 
2s.  8d. 

12s.  6d. 


Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address. — “ HIVSAM,  London.” 
TELEPHONE  No.  2879. 
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gcok^  ^ofes. 


There  is  no  use  cf  any  longer  blinking  the  fact 
that  all  the  fisheries,  bai'  those  that  are  nursed 
and  well  used — the  very  lev/  tliat  are  so  treated — 
are  steadily  falling  oil'  in  productiveness.  Now- 
adays, a few  years  after  a bad  spawning  season, 
the  stock  of  iish  prove.s  unprecedentedly  poor  tor 
the  reason  that  there  is  no  longer,  in  consequence 
of  the  severity  of  the  netting,  a great  roiith  of 
breeders  dispersed  all  ovei'  the  river.s  and  their 
feeders.  There  is,  in  sooth,  as  the  Scotch  say, 
nothing  left  to  go  and  come  upon”  now. 


By  Mac. 

Last  Saturday  evening  the  members  of  that 
flourishing  fishing  concern,  the  Aberdeen  Araa 
teur  Rock  Fishers’  Association,  held  their  annual 
conversazione  in  the  Queen’s  Rooms,  Aberdeen 
A statement  was  submitted  showing  that  the 
total  amount  of  fish  caught  by  members  during 
their  Saturday  outings  for  the  season  was  33001b 
as  compared  with  24721b.  for  last  year’s  season 
The  president  presented  the  ex-president  with 
purse  of  sovereigns  subscribed  by  the  members 
Thereafter  the  prizes  were  distributed  to  the 
successful  competitors  in  the  several  monthly 
competitions.  A number  of  other  prizes  were 
also  awarded.  The  association’s  silver  trophy 
for  the  biggest  total  catch  for  the  season  was 
handed  over,  amid  cheers,  to  Mr.  Douglas,  who 
had  weighed-in  3191b.  Mr.  Geddes  took  the  cake 
and  the  horn  spoon — or  at  least  the  prize — for 
the  most  regular  attendance,  and  the  least  total 
of  fish.  


The  slump  yield  cf  the  Scotch  fisheries,  sea, 
tidal,  and  river,  to  the  netsmen  this  year  will  be 
seen  from  the  returns,  once  they  are  completed,  to 
be  considerably  under  that  of  last  year,  which 
also  was  very  unsatisfactory,  being  a good  way 
short  of  the  average  of  the  present  decade. 


Indeed  tlie  hack-end  rod  season  on  the  Don, 
taken  as  a whole,  has  been  a great  failure.  Home 
of  the  Grandbol  me  fel  lows  have  fished  their  tickets 
blank  for  days.  Such  poor  work  on  the  best 
water  of  the  whole  river  has.  perhaps,  never  before 
been  known.  The  poor  old  Don  is  racked  in  every 
way  in  its  fishing,  as  in  its  fishery  management ; 
and  really  it  is  no  wonder  that  an  utteily  rotten 
condition  of  things  is  resulting. 


“J.  M.”  writc.s  me;  “Lord  Mlgin,  on  his 
ppointment  as  Viceroy  of  India,  has  given  up 
his  lease  of  the  mansion-house  of  Easter  Llchies, 
with  the  shooting  and  fishings  attached.  Two 
ears  of  the  lease  have  yet  to  run.  Wc  under- 
stand there  have  already  been  numerous  applica- 
tions for  a lease;  and  well  indeed  there  may  be, 
for  there  are  few  more  desirable  residences  than 
this  beautiful  residence  on  the  Spey,  near 
Craigellachie.” 

I UNDEBSTAND  that  0116  of  the  most  famous 
sporting  sections  of  the  North  Esk,  which  every 
good  fishing  autumn  yields  an  immense  number  of 
fine  grilse  and  heavy  salmon  to  the  rod,  will  pre- 
sently be  in  the  market  to  let  for  next  autumn,  or 
on  lease  for  a numhei’  of  autumns.  This  now  past 
back-end  it  has,  like  most  other  fisheries,  not 
done  well,  but,  as  a rule,  a total  of  fish  sufficient 
to  satisfy  the  most  fish-greedy  of  anglers  is  run 
up  on  it,  when  the  water  keeps  pretty  right, 
throughout  the  autumn  season. 


In  complaining  about  the  destruction  of 
salmon,  sea-trout,  and  finnock  in  the  Aberdeen- 
shire Dee  during  the  past  season,  a correspondent 
goes  on  to  say,  “ The  number  of  kelts  landed  by 
anglers  in  the  spring  on  the  upper  section  of  the 
Dee  was  phenomenally  great,  as  many  as  six, 
eight,  and  ten  being  hooked  to  one  rod  in 
single  day,  and  the  mortality  among  them  from 
this  cause  was  very  great,  as  they  were  “ gaffed 
by  the  gillies  in  a most  cruel  maimer,  and 
then  returned  to  the  river.  In  the  backwater 
at  inebgarth  and  towards  the  eastmost  march  of 
the  Banchory  House  water,  large  numbers  of  dead 
fish  could  be  seen  lying  in  the  river,  and  no  effort 
was  made  to  remove  them,  they  being  allowed  to 
remain  until  a rise  in  the  water  carried  their  muti 
lated  remains  out  to  sea.  By  far  the  greater 
number  were  male  fish,  and  the  injury  from 
this  cause  to  the  fishing  in  after  years  must  be 
very  great.  Considerable  destruction,  resulting, 
it  is  believed,  from  poisoning  of  some  sort,  was 
also  caused  to  ,'ea- trout  and  finnocks  in  the 
lower  portion  of  the  Deo  during  the  latter  part 
of  July  and  the  greater  part  of  August,  as  large 
numbers  were  found  lying  dead  a short  distance 
above  the  Railway  Bridge,  and  in  f lie  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  Bonaccord  Laundry  Works.” 


The  spawning  of  the  early  forward  grilse  and 
spring-run  salmon  has  already  commenced  in 
the  far  inland  reaches  and  mountain  tributaries 
of  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee  beyond  Braemar,  when 
it  is  reported  there  is  a wonderfully  fine  shovV  of 
fish  getting  on  to,  and  in  the  vicinity  of,  the 
redds.  Thus  far,  in  regard  to  the  future  plenishing 
of  the  rivei-,  everything  looks  very  promising,  but 
it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  winter  has  yet 
to  come,  and  that  the  hatch  out  of  young  fish  in 
the  spring  will  all  depend  on  how  it  behaves. 


A EMEND  who  has  been  fishing  the  back-end 
rivers  of  the  north-east  coast  of  Scotland  durin 
the  past  fortnight  writes  : “ For  over  a fortnight 
the  Deveron  has  given  very  bad  fishing — most  of 
the  fish  greatly  off  colour  and  extremely  sulky — 
anv  amount  of  them  in  the  pools,  but  won’t  look 
atfiy;  and  gudgeon,  prawn,  and  everything  else 
)HOve  about  equally  ineffective  for  luring  them 
Ythaii  fishing  for  salmon  a regular  failure— four 
six,  and  eight  on  a beat  about  the  common  thing 
Lord  Aberdeen’s  Haddo  House  private  water  has 
yielded  best,  but  even  ou  it  a fair  average  fishing 
has  not  been  obtained.  Ugie,  famous  for  sea 
trout,  has  not  done  well;  latterly  extra  poor 
fishing  on  it.  The  lower  fishings  of  the  Don  did 
nothing  to  speak  of  during  the  last  eight  or  ten 
days  of  the  season.  The  Nether  Don  andCruives 
fishings  have  been  a great  failure. 


The  late  salmon  angling  on  the  Duke  of  Suther- 
land’s section  of  the  Brora,  which  is  reserved  for 
the  Dunrobin  Castle  party,  has  1 understand 
been  considerably  under  the  usual  autumn  merit. 
Some  autumns  very  fine  heavy  fish  are  got  on 
this  stretch,  which  is  between  Loch  Brora  and 
the  sea,  and  is  the  only  length  of  the  whole  river 
that  gives  back-end  salmon  angling  of  any 
account.  

On  the  splendid  late  season  finnock  and  sea- 
trout  streams  of  Aberdeenshire  the  expectations 
of  anglers  have  not  been  realised  this  autumn. 
A Hood  or  two  happened  early^,  which  augured 
well,  and  anglers  were  in  high  hopes  that  with  a 
good  commencement  having  been  made  sport 
would  not  only  keep  up  but  improve.  Alas ! 
however,  no  more  spates  occurred  to  bring  up 
fresh  relays  of  fish.  On  the  contrar}’,  by  reason  of 
continued  drought,  the  volume  of  water  dwindled 
away  to  a mere  nothing,  and  so  for  a whole  month 
the  sport  has  been  the  poorest  obtained  during  any 
October  for  many  years.  Instead  of,  as  usual,  a 
few  weeks  of  fine  fishing  in  the  ba.ck-eud  a few 
days  were  all  that  were  had  on  such  fine  streams 
as'Ythan,  Hgie,  South  Ugie,  Water  of  Crudeii, 
Bronie,  Ebrie,  Blackwater,  King  Edar’,  and  Water 
of  Philortli.  

The  only  stream  in  the  north-east  to  surpass 
its  usual  reputation  for  autumn  sea-trout  angling 
was  the  little  Fiddich,  which  passes  Dufftown  in 
Banffshire,  and  enters  the  Spey  at  Craigellachie. 
On  it,  besides  a number  of  days  of  splendid  sea- 
trout  fishing,  quite  an  unusual  number  of  grilse 
were  got  by  anglers.  

The  West  Water  of  Forfarshire,  whicli  runs  into 
the  North  Esk,  fished  in  an  unprecedentedly  poor 
manner,  yielding  not  one  grilse  for  ten,  or  a 
fourth  of  the  number  of  sea-trout,  usually  got  on 
it  in  the  autumn.  Pretty  much  the  same  state 
of  matters  obtained  on  the  fine  little  Bervie 
river  in  Kincardineshire,  wholly  on  account  of 
the  long-continued  extra  low  state  of  the  water, 
arising  from  the  phenomenal  drought  for  the 
month  of  October,  during  which  the  run  of  fish 
should  be  strongest,  and  the  fishing  at  its  best. 


Yeky  little  salmon  disease — indeed,  much  less 
than  usual  for  the  time  that  marks  the  close  of 
the  rod  fishing — is  to  be  seen  as  yet  in  the  Dee, 
Don,  Deveron,  and  Ythan;  baton  the  North  Esk 
there  is  beginning  to  be  considerable  signs  of  it. 
YYt  even  there  it  is  nothing  like  so  noticeable  or 
wide  spread  as  it  usually  is  by  the  beginning  of 
November.  

The  Dumfriesshire  Esk,  whose  back-end  has 
been  an  extremely  poor  one,  spurted  a bit  in  its 
sport  with  salmon  just  before  the  finish.  Its 
tributary,  the  Liddle,  also  yielded  a lot  of  fine 
fish  of  good  weights  to  the  red.  It  is  a pity,  for 
the  sake  of  the  many  anglers  from  a distance  who 
visited  these  fisheries,  that  sport  was  so  late  in 
becoming  of  much  account.  Latterly  the  average 
weight  of  most  of  the  salmon  caught  by  the  rods 
was  from  181b.  to  201b.  This  for  the  Lsk  is  a 
yery  good  average  indeed. 


Last  week  the  Teviot  and  Jed  were  in  grand 
order  for  halt  fishing,  so,  as  a matter  of  course, 
the  local  hands,  unable  to  resist  the  temptation  of 
making  big  scores,  turned  out  in  full  force,  and 
were  lugging  out  in  gallant  style  immense  quan- 
ties  of  yellow  trout  just  on  the  eve  of  sjiawning. 


The  South  Esk,  which  is  of  such  great  renown 
for  sea-trout  and  finnock  fishing,  in  conscfiuence 
of  having  run  so  low,  gave  a miserably  poor  fishing 
for  these  fish  throughout  October.  For  salmon 
also,  its  latest  back-end  will  fall  to  be  ranked  as 
about  tbe  worst  ever  known. 


351 


THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


[November  1,  1893 


About  Edinburgli  they  are  doing  just  the  right 
thing.  An  association  named  the  St.  Bernard’s 
Trout  Conservancy  Association,  formed  for  the 
purpose  of  stocking  with  trout  the  stretch  of  the 
Water  of  Leith  from  the  Dean  Bridge  to  Con6n- 
miils  has  now  been  constituted,  and  the  committee 
have  sufficient  funds  to  commence  operations. 
As  the  milldade  has  been  abolislied — the  water  in 
main  channel  being  now  of  excellent  quality  and 
permanently  increased  in  volume — it  is  intended 
to  put  mature  fish  in  certain  suitable  parts  of  the 
river  at  once,  and  to  replenish  the  stock  early 
in  the  spring.  

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Spey  proprietors, 
held  the  other  week,  and  presided  over  by  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon,  nothing 
of  importance  to  anglers  was  brought  forward  for 
discussion. 


Wonderfully  good  sport  was  had  with  sea- 
trout  in  the  small  River  Lossie,  near  Elgin,  during 
the  closing  week  of  the  fishing. 

With  reference  to  the  recent  heavy  Hood  in  the 
Spey  a correspondent  writes : “ For  years,  with  each 
successive  flood,  the  river’s  mouth  goes  further 
west,  and  those  who  have  watched  its  erratic 
ways  most  closely  affirm  that  the  Spey  will,  in 
time,  and  probably  in  short  time,  return  to  its 
old  outlet,  hundreds  of  yards  westwards  from  its 
present  mouth.  For  miles  the  brown  water  of 
the  river  can  be  seen  in  the  sea,  the  whole  firth, 
nearly  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  having  for  the 
time  changed  colour.” 


Here  is  some  high-falutin  about  the 
Salmonida’  “The  whole  salmon  tribe  is  a pro- 
duct of  fresh  water,  and  of  the  energy,  enterprise, 
and  vitality  engendered  in  sparkling  fresh  water. 
All  the  sea  does  for  it  is  to  yield  rich  feeding  in 
res]ionse  to  a bold  assault.  The  fish  leaves  its 
native  river  through  a greedy  spirit  of  adven- 
ture, as  thousands  of  brown  trout  leave  the  west 
coast  streams.  Only,  the  larger  fish  is  more 
courageous,  goes  further,  is  more  voracious,  and 
when  it  seeks  to  return  comes  to  the  surface  and 
hunts  for  the  fre.sh  water,  which,  like  the  ‘caller 
air  ’ of  one’s  native  heath,  puts  fresh  life  and 
metal  in  its  tail.  The  sea  enriches  the  salmon  ; 
the  fresh  water  reinvigorafces  it  and  enables  it 
to  reproduce.  Only  by  riclier  feeding  does  the 
sea  seem  to  stimulate  the  silver  livery  and  the 
richly-coloured  flesh.  But  by  improving  the 
feeding  a salmon  may  remain  in  fresh  water 
and  be  still  a salmon,  while  no  reasonable  proba- 
bility exists  of  a body  of  salmon  remaining  in  the 
sea  without  being  exterminated.  The  sea  is  not 
a home  but  a hunting  ground  to  many  of  the 
salmon  tribe.” 


On  Tuesday  last  a most  disastrous  season  to 
the  rods,  during  the  back-end  in  particular,  came 
to  a conclusion  on  three-fourths  of  the  principal 
autumn  salmon  angling  rivers  of  Scotland, 
including  Dee  (Aberdeenshire),  Don,  Deveron, 
Ythan,  North  Esk,  South  Esk,  Earn,  Fleet,  Forth, 
Brora,  Ugie,  and  Dee  (Kirkcudbrightshire). 

Summing  up  the  results  in  one  word,  the  general 
character  of  the  autumn  fishing  on  every  one  of 
the  rivers  mentioned,  must,  if  the  truth  is  adhered 
to,  be  called  a failure. 


The  Dee  fishing  has  proved  remarkably  curious 
throughout  the  autumn.  On  some  of  the  beats 
of  not  much  account  better  sport  than  usual  has 
fallen  to  the  rods,  but  many  of  the  choicest 
beats,  on  the  other  hand,  have  fished  greatly 
under  their  usual.  The  higher  waters  above 
and  about  Ballater  have  yielded  less  than  the 
usual  autumn  sport,  but  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Aboyne  the  fishing  has  proved  fully  an  average, 
albeit  no  great  takes  have  been  reported  from 
the  Gambus  and  Glentanar. 


The  reaches  between  Aboyne  and  theCommonty 
in  Kincardine  O’Niel  have  mostly  all  fished 
under  an  average,  but  a very  good  fishing  was 
obtained  on  the  Woodend,  Cairnton,  Inchmarlo, 
and  Blackhall  Castle  fisheries. 


Fhese  are  a group  just  beyond  Banchory,  and 
are  reckoned  capital  sporting  waters.  The 
usually  best  autumn  reaches  of  the  Dee,  which 


are  those  from  Banchory  to  Drum,  have  given  an 
astonishingly  poor  autumn  fishing,  to  speak  of 
them  all  round. 


A SALMON  of  model  shape  and  in  beautiful  con- 
dition, weighing  fl81b.,  was  killed  on  Sir  Robert 
Abercromby’s  water  on  the  Deveron,  near  Turriff, 
Aberdeenshire,  on  Sept.  28,  1893,  by  Captain 
Creville,  of  St.  Anne’s  House,  Stamford,  Lincoln- 
shire. This  successful  angler,  being  desirous  of 
preserving  a facsimile  of  such  a beautiful  speci- 
men, forwarded  the  fish  to  Messrs.  Hay  and  Lyall, 
decorators,  Aberdeen,  in  order  that  this  might 
be  done.  The  reproduction  was  made  in  fibrous 
plaster,  a mould  being  taken  from  the  fish 
for  the  ])urpose  of  casting,  thereby  ensuring 
perfect  detail,  the  cast  being  then  coloured  to 
nature,  lying  on  a plain  surface,  pale  blue,  and 
framed  in  ebonised  black  moulding.  The  firm 
have  been  most  successful  in  their  somewhat 
difficult  task. 


, The  cast  has  been  on  exhibition  in  their  Art 
Gallery  for  some  days,  and  several  who  have  seen 
it  could  not  believe  it  to  be  a cast,  but  imagined 
that  it  was  the  real  fish  preserved.  A year  or  so 
ago  the  same  firm  made  an  excellent  cast  of  a 
large  yellow  trout  weighing  91b.,  which  was  killed 
on  the  same  water  by  Sir  Robert  Abercromby’s 
keeper.  This  style  of  obtaining  a first-class 
reproduction  in  relief  is  to  the  sportsman’s  idea  a 
far  better  method  than  having  the  skin  of  the 
fish  preserved  and  stuffed. 


On  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Don  and  the  North 
Esk  the  deadly  “ gripper  ” was  much  in  evidence 
during  the  last  three  or  four  days  of  the  fishing. 
The  boys  who  can  do  it  mustered  as  usual  to  try 
their  skill,  but,  fortunately  for  the  salmon,  scant 
success  rewarded  their  diligence. 


A FRIEND  writes  me:  “Passing  up  the  bank  of 
the  North  Esk  yesterday,  I stopped  a minute  to 
see  the  great  rise  of  fish  below  one  of  the  huge 
dyke  obstructions.  A few  diseased  fellows  were 
swimming  about  close  to  the  side,  but  what  struck 
me  most  was  a great — a giant  fish  I may  call 
him,  that  was  jumping  about  close  to  me  with  a 
prawn  stuck  in  his  side.  From  this  I infer  that 
it  is  their  plan  on  the  North  Esk  to  run  up  there 
big  takes  of  fish  with  the  least  possible  trouble. 
The  fish  must  be  got,  easily  if  it  can  be  managed, 
but  got  they  must  be  somehow. 

The  Forth  season  for  autumn  fishing  has 
proved  very  poor,  the  fish  got  being  less  numer- 
ous, less  in  size,  and  less  good  in  quality  than 
usual. 


The  Earu’s  autumn  season  has  ])roved  an 
immense  failure  along  all  the  reaches,  save  those 
of  Dupplin  Castle.  The  cruives  from  the  water 
being  so  low  kept  back  the  fish  till  too  late  over 
in  the  season,  hence  the  only  good  sport — but 
remarkably  good  it  was — fell  to  the  rods  on  the 
Dupplin  fishery.  

The  Tweed  is  fishing  away  not  badly,  but 
nothing  striking  has  yet  to  be  reported  from  it. 
Next  week  I hope  to  give  a fuller  idea  of  how 
matters  go.  

The  angling  runs  on  on  Annan  and  Nith  until 
the  15th  curt.,  and  on  the  Tweed  and  Urr  until 
the  30th,  on  which  latter  date  the  rod  season  in 
Scotland  falls  to  close  everywhere. 


SPORT  AT  SWAN  AGE. 


Neither  is  the  Isle  of  Purbeck  remarkable  for 
any  particular  natural  beauty,  nor  has  man,  so 
far  as  one  can  see,  done  much  by  way  of  im- 
proving its  homely  aspect,  having,  on  the  contrary, 
marred  its  once  placid  features  with  the  pre- 
mature lines  and  furrows  of  a branch  railway 
system.  This  notwithstanding,  the  little  village 
of  8wanage,  nestling  in  its  tiny  bay  with  aspect 
S.E.  by  E.,  continues  as  the  years  roll  on  to  be 
visited  by  large  numbers  of  August  pleasure- 
seekers  from  Bournemouth,  Weymouth,  Dor- 
chester, and  even  the  far  off  Metropolis.  Its 
climate,  like  that  of  breezy  Boscombe,  is  com- 
monly regarded  as  less  relaxing  than  that  of 
Bournemouth,  and  the  sembeasterly  aspect  gives 


it  immunity  from  those  boisterous  sou'- westers  i 
that  so  persistently  interfere  with  one’s  amuse-  i 
ment  at  most  of  the  watering  places  between 
Hastings  and  the  Land’s  End.  It  his,  moreover,  ■ 
excellent  sands,  beloved  of  children  and  ivasps ; r 
a comfortable  hotel ; unexceptionable  fruit ; and 
something  to  offer  the  sightseer  by  way  of  ' 
fantastic  caves,  Danish  monuments,  ruined 
castles,  and  like  attractions — with  all  of  which, 
however,  I am  for  present  purposes  less  con- 
cerned than  with  its  sea-fishing,  wffiich  i,s  at 
times  by  no  means  inferior  to  that  which  is  ' 
made  much  of  at  some  better  known  resorts.  •. 
On  days  when  it  is  too  breezy  to  venture  west- 
ward  after  the  pollack  off  St.  Alban’s  Head,  and  |i 
over  the  ground  recently  described  in  these  || 
columns  by  Mr.  Jardine,  or  in  the  opposite  direc-  ij 
tion  in  quest  of  a stray  bass  from  Poole,  some  il 
fun  may  be  had  in  the  bay  itself  with  the  lobsters  !■ 
that  crawl  about  amid  the  writhing  fronds  of  sea-  jj 
weed.  Swanage  lobsters  are  as  famous  as  Cromer  i 
crabs,  and  far  more  so  than  those  caught  near  i 
Chichester,  to  which  Walton  makes  two  allusions. 
All  American,  whose  yacht  anchored  here  in  1883,  i 
used  to  prong  these  crustaceans  with  a species  of 
forked  pole,  which  was  thrust  down  among  the 
weed,  and  his  dexterity  in  lobster  harpooning 
was  only  excelled  by  that  of  his  cook  in  turning 
the  redcoats  into  salad.  But  a morning  with  the 
lobster-pots  may  be  deemed  something  less  than  I 
sport.  So,  too,  might  angling  from  the  most  | 
ricketty  old  pier  that  ever  escaped  the  wakeful  I 
eye  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  Every  ten  minutes  i 
of  the  day  from  June  to  September,  steamers 
freighted  down  to  the  water-line  arrive  from  east 
and  west,  and  in  consequence,  every  ten  minutes  ' 
the  existence  of  that  pier,  and  all  on  it,  is  in  . 
jeopardy,  added  to  which  the  fishing  is  not  by  i 
any  means  as  good  as  it  “ used  to  was.”  So  | 
whenever  the  day  was  bright  enough  and  the  | 
wind  at  rest,  it  was  better  to  take  a boat  and  i 
let  a native  row  one  afar  from  steamers  1 
and  the  madding  crowd,  and  out  past  that  i 
Platonic  couple.  Old  Harry  and  his  Wife.  A few 
minutes  more,  and  we  have  left  Handfast  Point 
well  behind,  so  we  give  the  order  to  row  slowly 
and  in  curves,  with  the  double  object  of  covering 
more  ground  and  drawing  the  seductive  bait 
across  the  nose  of  sundry  ravenous  bass.  A sand-eel 
mounted  on  a Chapman  spinner  is  now  dropped 
gently  over  the  stern,  and  some  thirty  yards  are 
pulled  off  the  reel  and  run  quickly  ihrongh  the 
rings  as  the  boat  glides  slowly  under  the 
sloping  cliff.  The  water  is  yet  shallow,  only  an 
hour  indeed  is  gone  of  the  young  flood,  bu  - the 
fish  are  generally  feeding  at  that  time;  and  just 
as  we  have  passed  some  queer-looking  holes  in 
the  rock,  from  which  several  grey  gulls  swoop 
shrieking  into  the  thin  line  of  surf,  comes  the 
thrilling  and  unmistakeable  nibble  ; the  ]ioint  of 
the  rod  is  lowered  an  instant,  and  then  we  strike 
well  home.  And  then  follows  such  a tugging  and 
dancing;  first  the  game  of  give  and  take,  then 
gradually  we  haul  in  line  and  unadvisedly  stand 
up  to  give  Mr.  Bass  the  butt,  as  the  reward  of 
which  the  swell  from  a passing  steamer  pitches 
us  backwards  into  the  arms  of  the  astonished 
native.  Excitement  is  as  contagious  as  yawning 
or  pulling  out  one’s  watch,  and  the  native 
promptly  does  honour  to  the  occasion  by 
losing  an  oar.  This  is  recovered,  and  a 
little  more  pursuasion  brings  a nice  little  41b. 
bass  to  boat.  It  must  in  all  probability  be  due  to 
the  toughness  of  its  mouth,  but  the  fact  remains 
that  a bass  once  properly  hooked  rarely  gets  off'. 
Only  the  day  before,  we  had  seen  one  nearly 
three  times  the  size  dragged  on  to  Bournemouth 
pier  at  the  end  of  a thick  handline,  but  the  spjrt 
was  nothing,  whereas  the  4-pounder  on  a rod  is  as 
game  as  a trout.  Two  more  small  bass,  neither 
over  a pound,  and  w'e  give  up  railing,  substitu- 
ting a three-hook  paternoster  baited  with  rag- 
worms.  There  was  little  tide  on,  and  the  bitt  un 
is  fairly  smooth  sand  about  here;  so  ive  simply 
drift  over  the  six  fathoms  of  clearest  blue,  and 
presently  the  rod  top  begins  kicking  and  we  boat 
a decent-sized  pollack.  Another,  and  about  half 
a dozen  more,  and  up  comes  a small  plaice  on  the 
bottom  hook.  Now  I do  not  aspire  to  account 
for  such  fastidiousness  upon  ordinary  grounds, 
but  though  angling  for  the  coarse  fish  of  the  sea 
is  enjoyalale  enough  in  its  right  place,  there  is  to 
the  sea  fisherman  something  unequivocally  dis- 
gusting in  the  sight  of  an  immature  flat  fish 
dining  with  such  game  aristocrats  as  bass  and 
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pollack.  The  appeacance,  therefore,  of  another 
of  that  ilk,  a better-sized  dab,  is  the  signal 
for  a shift  of  a couple  of  hundred  yards. 
Pollack,  however,  there  are  none  ; so  we  rail 
slowly  haek  to  port,  oiler ing  both  ragworm 
and  sand-eel  without  so  much  as  a “thank  you  ’ 
by  way  of  response.  Poor  sport,  perhaps  less 
than  a dozen  fish  ; hut  cheap  they  certainly  are 
at  Is.  (Jd  , and  all  eatable.  After  getting  a box 
of  Wimborne  greengages — long  may  they  live  !— 
we  just  manage  to  get  along  the  pier  alive,  and 
scramble,  fish  and  all,  up  the  gangway  of  that 
‘ magnificent  Channel  steamship  Windsor  ('aslle, 
unef|ualled  for  speed,  strength,  and  accommoda- 
tion ” Verily,  the  proud  possessions  of  the 
P.  and  ().  are  old  rat-riddled  barges  in  com- 
parison ; and  as  the  sun  sets  behind  St.  Albans 
Head  there  arise  on  deck  such  dulcet  sounds  of 
harp  and  fiddle  as  never  yet  gladdened  the  heart 
of  an  Eastern-bound  exile  off  Malta  or  Aden. 

E.  G.  Afi.m.o. 


REMINISCENCES  OF  AN  OLD 
ANGLER. 

{Continued  from  page  !!oG  ) 

By  E.  M.  Tod. 

1891.— May  4th.  I now  turned  my  attention  to 
the  open  waters  of  the  Deveron  in  that  cold 
upland  region  called  the  Cabrach,  and  lodged  at 
a farmhouse  close  to  the  Blackwater,  and  not 
far  from  its  junction  with  the  main  river — the 
Deveron.  I liad  often  heard  of  the  upper  waters 
of  the  Deveron,  and  I resolved  to  explore  them 
for  myself,  so  to-day.  May  4, 1 began  operations. 
Eished  the  Deveron  from  its  junction  with  the 
Blackwater  down  to  the  foot  bridge,  and  killed 
fifteen  trout  weighing  71b.  — one  of  the  trout 
weighed  IRb.,  several  going  Jib.  and  Mb.  Killing 
fly,  light  (almost  white)  partridge  hackle,  yellow 
silk  body,  and  March  Brown  fly  proper.  Nos. 

2 and  3.  (71b.) 

5th.  Fished  same  water,  and  killed  C^lb.  trout 
(fly). 

6th.  Killed  51b.  of  trout,  one  of  them  nearly 
11b.  Only  fished  from  11  to  3 o’clock,  and  got  all 
the  trout  from  two  pools,  with  flies  as  before. 

7th.  Fished  the  Deveron  two  or  three  miles 
above  its  junction  with  the  Blackwater,  and  then 
up  the  Blackwater  a short  distance,  and  killed 
8lb.  of  trout.  The  trout  in  the  upper  reaches 
were  mostly  small  and  hard  to  get.  The  best  fly  by 
far  was  a partridge  hackle  and  a quill  body.  (81b  ) 
8th.  Misty  and  bitterly  cold  day.  Began  fishing 
the  Deveron,  and  never  saw  a trout  rise.  As  an 
o'd  fisherman  remarked  to  me  once  on  a bitterly 
c:  Id  day,  “ They  hae  mair  sense  ! ’’  I then  went  up 
the  Blackwater,  which  was  more  sheltered,  and 
killed  51b.  of  good  trou<‘,  one  about  11b.  Flies 
as  before.  (51b.) 

9th.  Fished  up  the  Blackwater.  The  fly  was 
quite  hopeless,  and  worm  little  better,  a sunny, 
windy  day  melting  the  snow.  Killed  with  clear 
water  worm  31b.  of  trout — four  in  all.  My  best 
trout  was  1 Jib.  (31b) 

11th.  Seized  with  influenza,  but  went  out 
fishing  all  the  same.  Fished  the  Deveron,  and 
then  up  the  Schoolhouse  burn  with  the  fly 
(which  burn  seemed  well  stocked),  and  killed  in 
all  91b.  of  trout. 

12th.  Too  seedy  to  fish. 

13tb.  Fished  a short  time,  but  had  to  give  up, 
as  it  began  to  rain.  Killed  41b. 

14th.  My  influenza  (the  regular  epidemic)  was 
now  kind  enough  to  increase,  but  I went  out 
fishing  in  a gale  of  wind  for  a short  time  all  the 
same,  like  an  old  fool  “ fond  o’  the  fishin’.’’  And 
now  I witnessed  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
storms  I had  ever  known  in  the  month  of  May. 
In  the  evening  it  snowed  fast,  with  a high  gale 
blowing  the  while,  and  as  the  farmhouse  was  on 
a hillside  we  caught  the  full  fury  of  the  blast. 
To  see  the  snow,  in  large  flakes,  flying  past  at  a 
terrific  pace,  was  indeed  a wonderful  sight  in  the 
middle  of  May.  ’Ihe  snow  ceased,  but  the  wind 
kept  up  all  night. 

15th  and  16th.  Gale  as  high  as  ever,  the  falling 
snow  (and  the  snow  which  had  already  fallen) 
drifting  fiercely  before  tbe  wind.  Frost  had 
meanwhile  set  in,  and  icicles  a foot  long  and  an 
inch  in  diameter  were  hanging  from  a tap  in  the 
farmyard,  and  the  ground  was  as  hard  as  in  the 
depth  of  winter,  the  cold  now  being  intense.  The 
driving  snow  was  soon  heaping  itself  up  against 


tbe  dry  stone  dykes,  almost  the  only  fences  here- 
abouts, until  the  sloping  masses  of  snow  were 
level  with  the  top  of  the  dykes  in  many  parts  of 
the  country. 

Needless  to  say  my  influenza  did  not  improve 
under  such  climatic  conditions. 

On  Sunday  (the  17th  May)  I find  in  my 
diary  these  I’emarks  : 

“ Weather  like  the  depth  of  winter  and  severe 
at  that!  A lively  fishing  holiday  certainly  at 
])resent.  To-day  it  snowed  hard  till  5 p.m. 
What  a scene  of  desolation  it  presented  in  the 
evening!”  T then  had,  to  lie  up,  aiid  my  first 
attempt  at  fishing  was  on  the 

21st  of  May.  Still  weak  and  rheumat  ic  I fi.shcd 
the  Deveron  with  fly  and  killed  6.\lb.  of  nice 
sized  trout.  Olive  liun  on  the  water,  and  its 
imitation  did  well. 

May  22.  Fished  the  I tevei’on  from  the  Black- 
water one  and  a half  miles  down,  and  killed  12Jlb. 
of  trout  with  similar  flies  to  those  used  the  day 
before. 

Considering  that  all  this  is  free  water,  and  a 
good  deal  of  it  poached  as  well  as  hard  fished,  1 
was  well  satisfied  with  to-day’s  basket  (12|lb., 
fly).  The  best  dozen  weighed  good  6lb , which 
in  these  upland  regions  is  not  at  all  bad.  Size  of 
fly,  Hutchinson’s  No.  3. 

23rd.  Fished  from  the  old  mill  to  the  Cabrach 
Inn.  The  killing  fly  (I  forget  its  name)  was  one 
I had  dressed  in  London — a striped  quill  body 
with  red  hackle,  and  a pale  wing  (like  inside  of 
corncrake  wing),  and  this  fly  the  previous  day 
shared  the  honours  with  the  Olive  and  Yellow 
Dun;  indeed,  it  rather  killed  best  of  the  three. 
“When  found,  make  a note  on!”  Very 
calm  for  a time,  then  a breeze.  (7.Jlb.  Fly, 
Nos.  2 and  3.) 

25th.  Drove  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  free 
water  (Beldornie),  and  fished  up  with  fly.  The 
day  w'as  very  cold  at  first  but  got  warmer  after- 
wards ; very  windy  all  day.  The  wading  was 
very  bad,  and  the  high  wind  made  fishing  diffi- 
cult. Nevertheless,  1 killed  111b.  of  good  trout, 
my  best  dozen  weighing  71b.  Greenwell’s  Glory 
Nos.  2 and  3,  and  a small  March  Browui  did  best. 
(141b.,  fly). 

26th.  Since  yesterday  rain  fell  all  night. 
Rivers  in  flood  ; no  use  fly-fishing. 

27th.  River  still  in  flood.  Fished  the  Treble 
burn  for  a few  hours  with  worm  and  killed  41b. 

28tb.  Began  12  o’clock  noon,  and  fished  from  the 
Mill  to  the  Cabrach  Inn  with  fly.  Killed  111b.  of 
trout.  ‘’Greenwell’s  Glory'’ tothefront.  (111b., fly.) 

29th.  Fished  Deveron  from  below  Treble  burn 
to  Main’s  Farm  (12  to  4.30);  alternate  gusts  of 
wind  and  dark  clouds  and  dazzling  sunshine; 
killed  with  Olive  Dun.  &c,.,  8|lb.  of  trout  (fly).  _ 
30th.  Fished  the  Upper  Blackwater,  where  it  is 
a mere  burn,  and  got  4lb.  in  about  an  hour,  when 
I was  challenged  by  the  gamekeeper  for  having 
unwittingly  entered  the  ‘‘  deei’  forest,”  and  so  sat 
down  and  chatted  with  him,  and  walked  back. 
(41b.,  fly). 

Monday,  June  1.  Very  rheumatic.  I took  to 
burn  fishing  with  fly  and  worm,  as  I feared  to 
wade  (killed  31b.). 

2nd.  No  use — a dies  non. 

3rd.  1 found  the  whole  v.nlley  filled  with  a dense 
mist  when  I looked  out  of  window  at  3 30,  and 
this  continued  till  about  10  o’clock,  and  there 
was  a good  deal  of  hoar  frost  on  the  grass  early, 
so  I was  told. 

I began  operations  about  10  o’clock,  feeling 
rather  keen,  as  this  was  to  be  my  last  day’s  fish- 
ing in  1891,  and  I stuck  to  the  clear  water  worm, 
which  in  June,  and  in  a low  water,  is  not  the 
worst  card  to  play,  if  you  know  how  to  play  it. 

I began  below  Main’s  Farm,  and  fished  up  to 
Treble  burn-foot. 

The  day  was  not  favourable  for  worm  fishing, 
being  misty  and  cloudy  ; but,  although  I only 
fished  about  one  and  a half  miles  of  water,  I 
managed  to  kill  141b.  (“  a stane  o’  troots  ). 

I was  off  next  day,  and  have  never  fished  the 
Deveron  since  then. 

The  trout  are  smaller  than  in  the  lower  reaches, 
but,  considering  that  it  is  free  water,  they  are 
fairly  plentiful,  quite  c(iual  to  Dartmoor  average  I 
imagine,  if  not  superior,  from  what  I have  read  of 
Dartmoor. 

1 shall  be  bappy  to  afl'ord  every  possible  infor- 
mation to  any  brother  angler  who  may  care  to 
try  bis  luck  at  the  Cabrach.  End  of  season  18!U. 
{To  he  continued.) 


Is  the  artificial  minnow  as  deadly  a lure  for 
trout  at  the  present  time  as  it  used  to  be? 

Of  all  anglers  whose  expcilence,  like  mine, 
extends  over  thirty  years,  I feel  confident  that 
at  least  tbi'ee-fourths  will  answer  this  question, 
as  I do,  in  the  negative — at  any  rate  as  far  as 
Devonshire  rivers  are  concerned. 

Looking  back  to  boyhood’s  days,  what  a number 
of  grand  baskets  I can  rememher  which  were 
compiled  with  the  aid  of  the  gaili’-painted 
“ Archimedean  ” or  more  soberly-coloured 
“Loach,”  as  we  used  to  call  it— a rather  large 
variety  of  tbe  present  well-known  ‘ Devon 
bait. 

In  those'  days  the  use  of  the  minnow  was 
allowed  on  the  Exe  and  all  tiie  other  rivers  of  the 
county,  to  the  best  of  my  belief,  without  restric- 
tion, and,  in  summer,  with  the  river  in  suitable 
condition,  was  indeed  a most  killing  bait. 

In  small  streams,  too,  it  was  equally  deadly  as 
in  large  ones.  Many  and  many  a good  catch 
of  handsome  little  trout,  running  from  four  to 
ton  ounces,  have  I made  with  it  in  the  Lowman 
— a brook  which  falls  into  the  Exe  below 

Tiverton.  i i i • 

Of  late  years  I have  been  a good  deal  in 
those  parts,  and  personal  experience  and  hearsay 
alike  have  convinced  me  that  the  fish  are  no  longer 
to  be  duped  by  the  glittering  fraud  as  they  used 
to  be  “ in  the  brave  days  of  old.” 

What  is  the  reason  of  this?  Well,  the  only 
answer  appears  to  be  the  fish  are  more  knowing 
than  they  were;  their  intelligence  and  discrimi- 
nation have  advanced  with  the  times,  and  they 
are  less  liable  to  be  deceived  by  any  save  the 
most  life-life  imitations  of  the  things  they  feed 

upon.  . 

This  advanced  state  of  education  on  the  partoi 
trout  has  been  constantly  dwelt  upon  by  writers 
on  fishing. 

Look  at  the  flies  which  were  used  with  grand 
effect  thirty  years  ago — big  hooks,  tied  on  coarse 
gut,  and  hackles  more  resembling  miniature 
shaving  brushes  than  the  legs  of  insects. 

And  yet  these  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made 
things  used  to  fill  the  creel  well  enough.  Why, 
in  those  good  old  times  not  one  fly-fisher  in 
twenty  carried  a landing  net,  so  reliant  was  he 
on  his  powerful  rod  and  stout  gut  being  able  to 
lift  bodily  out  of  the  water  the  biggest  fish  he 
could  possibly  hook.  All  this  is  changed  now. 

Trout  may  still  be  caught,  but  it  must  be  with 
the  finest  of  tackle,  and  the  most  delicately-made 
insect  imitations.  The  imitation  of  the  fly  has 
advanced  far  more  than  that  of  the  minnow  j 
indeed,  with  all  the  “ Phantoms,”  “ Kill  Devils,” 
&c.,  with  which  the  advertisement  sheets  of  the 
sporting  papers  are  crowded,  the  artifical  baits  of 
to-day,  and  the  way  of  working  them,  are  pretty 
much  the  same  as  they  were  thirty  years  ago. 

The  fact  is  they  are  less  capable  of  improve- 
ment than  the  artificial  fly,  and  this  supplies  the 
reason  why  they  are  less  deadly  than  of  yore. 

Still,  although  it  is  true  that  it  has  lost  a 
great  deal  of  its  “ pride  of  place  ” among  trout 
lures,  the  artificial  minnow  is,  even  yet,  a power 
not  to  be  despised,  and  it  will  often  provide 
excellent  sport  at  times  when  everything  else 

fails.  , T , 

Very  pretty  work  it  is  with  a little  Devon 
or  “Angel”  attached  to  a five-foot  trace  of  clear, 
well- stained  gut,  fitted  with  three  swivels,  pitch- 
ing up  stream  into  the  eddies,  and  under  the 
bushes,  and  occasionally  being  rewarded  by  feel- 
ing the  dashing  rush  of  a good  trout,  and  seeing 
a yellow-bellied  beauty' rolling  at  the  end  of  the 
line.  Many  people,  absurdly  enougb,  affect  to 
look  down  on  minnow  fishing,  calling  it  unsports- 
manlike and  requiring  no  skill.  Nothing  can  be 
more  mistaken  than  this  idea.  To  fish  really  well 
with  the  minnow  is  not  easy. 

Not  only  is  it  hard  physical  work,  but  success 
in  it  requires  a great  deal  of  experience  of  the 
how,  when,  and  where  to  fish,  and  any  man  "who 
can  make  a good  catch  by  its  means  in  these  days 
of  advanced  trout  education  deserves  to  the  full 
as  much  credit  as  any  other  successful  practiser 
of  any  other  branch  of  fishing  would  be  entitled 
to.  There  are  numberless  artificial  baits  in  the 
market,  but  none  are  better  known  or  more 
deservedly  popular  than  the  two  above  mentioned 
— the  “ Devon  ” and  the  “Angel”  or  “Totnes 
minnow. 
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They  are  practically  the  same,  the  only  differ- 
ence being  in  their  respective  markings. 

The  body  of  the  minnow  for  trout  fishing 
should  be  about  one  and  a quarter  inches  long, 
the  entire  length  of  the  bait  from  nose  to  th’e 
tail  flight  being  about  two  inches.  Wading  is 
almost  a sine  (jHa  non  in  this  sport. 

The  roughest  water  is  always  the  best,  and  the 
minnow  .should  be  flung  up  stream  and  spun 
down. 

Deep  water  is,  as  a rule,  not  the  beat  place, 
shallow  runs  of  from  one  to  three  feet  in  depth 
being  far  more  likely  to  afford  sport. 

There  is  considerable  knack  in  pitching  the 
minnow  properly.  It  should  be  swung  up  steam, 
.and  let  drop  into  the  water  without  the  least 
splash — like  a piece  of  slate  falling  into  water 
on  its  edge — and  should  begin  to  spin  down 
streain  at  once. 

As  a rule,  a long  line  is  not  necessary;  three- 
(juarters  the  length  of  the  rod,  and  very  often 
less,  being  usually  sufficient. 

Of  all  times  for  spinning,  there  is  none  so  good 
as  when,  the  river  being  low  in  summer,  the 
water  begins  to  thicken  after  a heavy  downpour. 
It  is  not  so  good  after  the  flood,  and  when  the 
water  is  beginning  to  subside,  although  this  is 
not  a bad  time,  but  when  first  the  stream  Ijegins 
to  “puddle”  (to  use  a Devonshireism)  fish  will 
almost  always  run  at  the  minnow  freely. 

Spinning  against  the  stream  is  not  nearly  so 
effective  as  siiinning  down,  but  under  certain 
circumstances  it  must  be  adopted,  or  a likely 
place  left  untried. 

The  chief  argument  against  it  is,  of  course, 
that  the  fish  are  too  likely  to  see  the  angler  ; but, 
apart  from  this  objection,  they  do  not  appear  to 
go  at  the  bait  with  confidence,  but  make  a nervous 
snap  at  it,  just  touch  the  tail  flight  and  after  a 
couple  of  kicks  on  the  surface  are  off. 

As  a general  thing  good  fish  take  the  minnow 
directhi  it  begins  to  spin.  It  pitches  close  to  or 
jiist  behind  them,  they  turn  sharply,  and  before 
they  have  time  to  think  about  it.  they  make  a 
bold  snap  at  it  and  are  well  hooked. 

.Sometimes  a good  fish  may  be  hooked  in  quiet 
water  under  some  shady  bush,  but  the  more  I'apid 
and  broken  the  water,  the  better  the  chance,  and 
of  all  places  a weir  pool  is  the  best. 

From  the  shallowing  water  at  the  foot  to  the 
rough  water  at  the  head,  where  the  stream 
tumbles  over  the  weir,  boiling  and  foaming  in  a 
miniature  cascade,  even  in  the  clotted  froth  at 
the  sides  of  the  pool,  all  is  good,  and  should  be 
carefully  tried. 

Talking  about  weir  pools  in  connection  with 
the  artificial  minnow,  I’eminds  me  of  an  episode 
in  my  fishing  career  which  may  be  worth 
relating. 

I am  bound  to  admit  that  I am  not  very  proud 
of  my  achievement,  and  that  my  conscience  has 
often  jiricked  me  concerning  it,  but  perhaps 
making  a clean  breast  of  the  matter  here  will 
afford  me  relief ; at  any  rate,  the  narration  of  it 
will  illustrate  the  efficacy  of  the  minnow. 

Some  eight  years  ago  I was  stopping  at  a well- 
known  trouting  station  with  a friend,  fishing. 

It  was  towards  the  end  of  June,  and  very  bad 
fishing  weather.  The  fish  would  hardly  look  at  a 
fly,  wet  or  dry,  during  the  day,  and  even  at  night 
very  little  could  be  done. 

One  day,  when  we  w'ere  out  together,  I w.as 
fishing  a grand  weir  pool.  It  had  turned  out 
even  a worse  day  than  usual,  and  I h.id  only  a 
brace  of  fish  to  show  for  several  hours’  hard 
work. 

As  I looked  at  the  foaming  water  of  the  weir,  I 
thought  to  myself,  “ I wonder  it  they  would  take 
a minnow 

Now,  I knew  that  the  minnow  was  forbidden, 
but  the  temjitation  to  try  it  was  too  strong  for 
nie,  so  I took  off  my  fly-cast  and  sli]iped  on  a 
little  Devon.  After  wetting  the  trace  thoroughly 
in  the  stream  below  me,  I pitched  the  minnow 
upwards  into  the  broken  water  .and  spun  it  down. 
Instantly  a big  trout  had  it.  I gave  him  little 
law,  dragged  him  down  stream  and  landed  him  on 
a little  gravelly  beach  at  the  foot  of  the  pool. 

No  sooner  was  he  basketed,  and  I had  flung 
out  again,  than  another  fish,  which  might  have 
been  twin  brother  to  the  first,  w.as  hooked  .and 
landed  in  the  same  way. 

WTthin  fifteen  minutes  six  large  trout  were 
hooked,  dr.agged  down  to  the  fatal  beach,  and 
consigned  to  tlie  basket. 


Then,  seeing  my  friend  coming  down  the  river 
towards  me,  I thought  it  was  hardly  worth  while 
to  try  the  minrow  any  more,  so  took  it  off  and 
put  on  the  fly-cast  again  and  waded  out  of  the 
pool. 

“ IIow  are  you  getting  on  ?”  shouted  H.  from 
the  ojiposite  side.  “ I thought  I saw  you  into  a 
good  fish  just  now?” 

“ Ves,  I had  a good  one  out  of  the  weir  pool,” 
said  I,  holding  up  a pounder.  “Hov  have  you 
got  on  f” 

“ Killed  three,  but  nothing  so  good  as  that,” 
replied  H.  as  he  passed  on  his  way  down  stream. 

Never  did  I realise  the  truth  of  the  lines  (as 
near  as  I can  rpiote  them  from  memory). 

Oil  what  a tangled  web  we  we.ave 
When  ones  we  study  to  deceive, 
so  fully  as  on  that  memorable  day. 

I was  obliged,  at  intervals  all  through  the  rest 
of  the  day,  to  pretend  that  I had  “ just  caught 
another”  to  account  for  the  presence  of  those 
six  grand  ones  when  the  basket  was  examined  by 
my  friend  at  the  inn  before  wo  drove  homo. 

l\Iorcover,  in  answer  to  questons  as  to  what  I 
had  taken  them  with,  I was  forced  to  reply 
Jesuitically  that  I had  used  such  and  such  flies. 
So  I had ; .and  had  caught  some  of  the  trout 
with  them — but  not  nil. 

IMy  c.atch  consisted  of  ten  trout,  four  of  which 
were  taken  with  the  fly,  and  weighed  about  l;flb. 
The  other  six  weighed  5Db.  There,  the  murder 
is  out.  I have  nothing  to  plead  in  extenuation, 
unless  it  be  the  fact  that  I had  but  recently  re- 
turned from  India,  where,  being  ke]rt  a.way  for 
several  years  from  my  beloved  trout  streams, 
my  conscience  had  become  elastic  on  many  matters 
which  arc  regarded  seriously  in  England. 

This  catch  with  the  minnow  must  be  regarded 
as  quite  exceptional,  and  due  to  some  peculiarly 
favourable  conditions,  either  of  the  state  of  the 
water  or  of  the  appetites  of  the  fish,  or  both,  for 
certain  it  is  that  never  since  have  I known  such 
a greedy  attack  on  the  spinning  bait  as  on  that 
d.ay.  Jii.s.sE. 


Winter  commenced  in  the  south  of  England  on 
Monday  night.  I wmke  on  Tuesday  to  find  the 
ground  white  with  frost,  and  in  the  shade  it  froze 
all  day.  In  the  afternoon  I went  on  the  river 
jack  fishing,  had  a few  runs  from  small  fi,sh,  aird, 
standing  on  the  till  of  the  ]mnt,  very  nearly 
slipped  into  the  river,  owing  to  the  ice,  which 
began  to  form  at  sunset.  I never  saw  water  in 
the  Thames  so  extraordinarily  clear  as  it  is  now. 
This,  as  I said  last  week,  is  favourable  for  live 
baiting  for  jack  with  fine  float  tackle.  Roach, 
however,  are  extremely  difficult  to  catch,  except 
during  the  half-hour  before  darkness  sets  in  ; 
then  they  bite  w'ell  enough  if  one  fishes  c.autiously 
and  with  great  cai’e.  At  the  time  of  writing,  the 
frost  has  broken  and  rain  set  in.  If  there  were 
only  a little  colour  in  the  water  we  should  have 
some  splendid  fishing. 


Assuviing  that  when  live  baiting  we  use  that 
best  of  all  tackles  for  moderate-sized  baits,  a tri- 
angle in  the  back  of  the  fin,  and  another  on  the 
side  of  the  fish,  which  is  the  best  place  to  put 
the  end  triangle?  I suppose  that  ninety-nine 
jack  fishermen  out  of  a hundred  would  say  “ on 
the  shoulder,  of  course,”  because  the  jack  turns 
the  bait  and  swallows  it  head  foremost.  I am 
not  going  to  set  up  a contrary  opinion,  but  from 
observations  1 have  been  making  cannot  help 
feeling  a little  doubtful  on  this  point.  Of  course 
a very  great  deal  depends  upon  the  size  of  the 
b.ait,  and  on  the  size  of  the  jack.  If  the  bait  is 
small  and  the  mouth  of  the  jack  large,  the  whole 
contrivance  is  gulped  in  and  the  hooks  are  .almost 
certain  to  c.itcli  hold  somewhere.  But  when  the 
bait  errs  on  the  side  of  largeness  and  the  jack  is, 
say,  from  Mb.  to  lib.,  runs  are  now  and  again 
missed  in  what  seems  an  extraordinary  way. 
Very  often  on  pulling  up  the  bait  two  great  tooth 
marks  will  bo  seen  near  its  tail  and  nowhere  else. 
At  other  times  tooth  marks  will  be  seen  on  the 
shoulder  of  the  bait,  but  I am  rather  inclined  to 
think  that  the  t.ail  is  more  often  marked  than 
the  shoulder.  I tried  the  experiment  the  other 
d.ay  of  placing  the  end  triangle  near  the  t.ail  of 
the  b.ait  and  caught  three  jack  in  .succession  with 


the  hooks  so  arranged,  but  the  trial  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  prove  anything.  Of  course  I do  not 
mean  to  suggest  that  pike  swallow  their  food  tail 
foremost,  but  that  when  they  seize  it  the  tail 
portion  may  be  more  often  inside  the  mouth  of 
the  pike  than  the  head  portion. 

The  ideal  live  bait  tackle,  so  far  as  certainty  of 
hooking  is  concerned,  is,  to  my  mind,  the  Saddle- 
back, or  some  modification  of  it.  Only  two  tri- 
angles are  used,  but  they  are  placed  on  either 
side  of  the  bait,  so  that  one  of  them  is  as  likely  as 
not  to  catch  in  the  tongue  of  the  jack.  With  the 
Saddleback  the  triangle  on  one  side  should  be 
near  to  the  shoulder,  on  the  other  about  the 
middle  of  the  bait  or  a little  towards  its  tail. 
Jack  run  in  various  ways.  Sometimes  they  seize 
a bait,  hold  it  for  two  or  three  seconds  at  the 
most  and  then  le.ave  go,  perhaps  noticing  the 
bobbing  of  the  float  on  the  surface  or  the  slight 
resistance  caused  by  the  buoyancy  of  the  cork. 
At  other  times  nothing  will  induce  them  to  leave 
go,  and  even  though  they  are  not  hooked,  may  be 
pulled  right  up  to  the  punt ; those  are  the  days 
when  big  baskets  are  made.  In  my  opinion  the 
best  snap  tackle  is  one  with  which  a fish  can  be 
struck  and  hooked  immediately  it  seizes  the  bait 
without  waiting  for  it)  to  turn  it  head  foremost, 
or,  in  other  words,  begin  to  gorge  it.^  With  a 
very  small  bait  one  really  wants  nothing  much 
more  than  the  single  hook  in  its  lip,  for  if  the 
jack  is  worth  catching  he  will  take  the  whole 
thing  into  his  mouth. 

There  are  one  or  two  small  matters  of  detail 
connected  with  pike  tackle  which  do  not  receive 
the  attention  they  deserve.  For  instance,  in  live 
bait  tackle,  one  triangle  is  on  the  back  of  the 
bait  and  the  other  on  its  silvery  side.  The  one 
on  the  back  should  be  bronzed  or  blued,  and  the 
one  showing  against  the  silvery  scales  should  be 
as  bright  and  silver-like  as  possible.  Where  any 
portion  of  the  gimp  is  likely  to  show  out  against 
the  bait,  there  it  should  be  as  much  as  possible 
of  the  same  colour  as  the  bait.  In  this  connection 
I may  mention  spinning  flights,  which  are 
greatly  improved  by  having  the  portions  from 
the  lip  hook  downwards  made  of  silver  gimp. 
When  I have  a piece  of  spinning  tackle,  the  whole 
of  which  is  made  of  stained  gimp  and  with  bronzed 
hooks,  I always  try  to  fix  it  so  that  the  gimp 
and  triangles  lie  along  the  dark  back  of  the  baic. 
Jack  now  are  becoming  very  cunning,  and  atten- 
tion should  be  paid  to  small  matters  of  detail, 
which  in  the  good  jold  days  w'ere  not  worth 
troubling  about.  

I WOULD  advise  all  anglers  who  share  my  in- 
tense dislike  of  the  modern  abomination  known 
as  “ barbed  wire,”  to  send  3d.  to  the  secretary  of 
the  National  Footpath  Preservation  Society,  42, 
Essex-street,  Strand,  for  a dozen  copies  of  the 
Barbed  Wire  Act  of  1893,  for  distribution  among 
persons  who  have  placed  or  contemplate  placing 
barbed  wire  along  the  side  of  footpaths  and  other 
highways.  Copies  can  be  also  judiciously  given 
to  members  of  highway  boards,  county  councils, 
and  other  local  authorities.  It  is  now  illegal 
(indeed,  it  was  before,  bait  the  remedy  is  now 
simpler)  to  fence  in  with  barbed  wire  any  lands 
adjoining  a highway  in  such  a way  as  would  “ pro- 
bably be  injurious  to  persons  or  animals  lawfully 
using  such  highway.”  Bearing  in  mind  that  all 
highways  can  be  lawfully  used  at  night,  and  that 
they  extend  from  fence  to  fence  or  hedge  to  hedge, 
it  will  be  seen  that  in  most  cases  it  is  within  the 
power  of  the  local  authority  to  obtain  the  removal 
of  this  cruel,  un-English,  abominable,  and  most 
dangerous  method  of  fencing.  I shall  bs  greatly 
obliged  to  any  readers  of  this  paper  who  will  send 
me  (to  Elmlea,  South  Stoke,  Reading)  any  news- 
jiaper  or  other  reports  of  proceedings  taken  under 
this  Act,  or  in  county  courts,  for  damages  occa- 
sioned by  barbed  wire.  Teviplui. 


Ix  the  article  “In  Camp  with  the  Katchins,” 
contributed  to  the  November  number  of  Scribner's 
Magazine,  Colonel  II.  E.  Colvile,  C.  B.  (Irenadier 
( luards,  an  officer  especially  valued  by  the  Intel- 
ligence branch  of  the  British  service,  who  was 
recently  sent  into  the  border  regions  of  I'pper 
Burma,  describes  with  entirely  unofficial  frank- 
ness .and  much  humour  his  adventures  among 
these  little-known  people. 


Noyembeti  I,  1893] 
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DESCRIPTION  OE  THE  MOST  CBEE- 
J5RATE1)  ANGLING  STATIONS  IN 
NORTH  AND  SOUTH  WALES. 

(Eei’rintei)  from  Cieokoe  Agar  Hansard’s 
“Trout  and  Sadmon  Fishing  in  Wales.’’) 

A RERDA RE,  pleasantly  situated  on  the  banks  of 
the  llivcr  I )ar,  near  its  continence  with  the  Cynon, 
in  the  delightful  vale  of  that  name. — Salmon, 
sewin,  trout,  &c. 

Crynaut,  seven  miles  from  Neath,  on  the  Uulas 
River. 

Hen  DREvwEN,  seven  miles  from  Loughor  on  the 
Loughor. — Salmon,  trout,  Ac. 

Hengoed,  ten  miles  from  Merthyr,  on  the 
Romney. 

Ilston,  seven  miles  and  a-half  from  Swansea. 
This  beautiful  rural  village,  situated  in  the 
peninsula  of  Gower,  is  watered  by  a rivulet  called 
Pennarth  Pill,  winding  through  a beautiful  dell, 
in  which  are  the  ruins  of  a very  ancient  chapel. 

Llanbletiiian,  near  Cowbridge.  This  village 
is  intersected  by  the  River  Thaw,  remarkable  for 
the  S’ze  of  its  trout  and  eels.  The  former  are 
sometimes  caught  weighing  eight  iiounds. 

Llandough,  one  mile  and  a quarter  from  Cow- 
bridge,  on  the  Dhaw,  which  here  winds  through 
a beautiful  little  valley,  richly  wooded,  and 
abounding  with  picturesque  scenery. 

Pont  Neath  Yeciian,  ten  miles  from  Neath, 
on  the  Neath  River.  Thi.s  village  stands  at  the 
head  of  the  valley,  on  the  confines  of  the  two 
counties  of  Glamorgan  and  Brecknock,  and  at  the 
confluence  of  five  rivers,  each  of  them  contributing 
its  rocks,  woods,  and  waterfalls  to  that  general 
grandeur  and  magnificence,  which  here  seems  to 
bo  brought  together  as  in  a focus.  The  Neath 
River,  on  which  the  village  stands,  is  the  prin- 
cipal; its  double  head  is  mentioned  by  Drayton. 

The  source  of  that  branch  which  fertilises  the 
spot  in  question  is  at  the  distance  of  some  miles, 
due  north;  but  the  Neath  Vechan  division  rises 
far  to  the  north-east,  on  Mounchdeny  Mountain, 
and,  after  dividing  the  counties  of  Brecknock  and 
Glamorganshire,  in  a wide  and  circuitous  sweep, 
yoins  its  sister  stream  just  at  Pont  Neath  Yechan. 
The  other  tributary  rivers  are  the  Melte  and  the 
Hepstf',  rising  from  different,  but  not  far  distant, 
sources  ; and,  after  their  union,  pouring  them- 
selves into  Purthin  River,  which  likewise  receives 
Tragath,  and  conveys  its  collected  waters  into  the 
Neath.  Augmented  by  such  copious  contribu- 
tions, the  Neath  River  rolls  through  its  vale  in  a 
body,  and  with  a force  that  is  truly  majestic. 
The  number  of  cascades  in  every  direction,  within 
three  or  four  miles  of  this  place,  is  so  great  that 
it  is  difficult,  and,  perhaps,  unnecessary,  to  visit 
them  all.  Neath,  Melte,  Tragath,  and  Purthin 
have  each  of  them  one,  besides  the  remarkable 
cavern  thi’ough  which  the  Melte  runs,  and  Hepstc 
has  five,  not  to  mention  the  three  on  the  Glamor- 
ganshire rivers  that  join  the  Neath  between  Pont 
Neath  Vechan  and  the  sea.  Those  on  the  Tragath, 
Hepstc,  and  Melte  comprise  the  boldest  and  most 
characteristic  features,  forming  a portion  of  as 
sublime  and  romantic  a scene  as  can  well  be 
conceived  in  this  or  any  other  country;  indeed, 
this  vale,  extending  from  the  town  of  Neath  to 
beyond  Pont  Neath  Yechan,  comprises  one  of  the 
finest  scenes  in  South  Wales.  Notwithstanding 
that  it  is  thus,  as  it  were,  environed  by  the  finest 
and  most  productive  rivers,  and  situated  among 
scenes  of  such  unrivalled  beauty,  this  calm,  placid 
retreat  is  almost  unknown  to  anglers.  In  our 
frequent  visits,  we  never  saw  or  heard  of  anyone 
engaged  in  pursuits  similar  to  our  own.  About 
ten  years  ago,  however,  a very  worthy  “ brother 
of  the  angle  ” (no  fly  fisher,  by  the  bye)  stumbled 
upon  this  oasis  in  the  desert,  and  found  ample 
employment  for  about  five  weeks,  in  attending  to 
his  four  rods,  laid  down  together,  the  fish  (trout 
and  sewin)  taking  as  fast  as  he  could  re-bait  the 
hooks.  He  used  brandlings,  caddis,  and  gentles. 
It  was  in  the  month  of  July,  and  there  had  been 
much  previous  rain.  The  greatest  weight  of  fish 
taken  in  any  one  day  was  thirty-five  pounds. 

Llangan,  three  miles  and  a-half  from  Cow- 
bridge.  The  Ewenny  River. — Salmon,  sewin, 
trout,  eels. 

Llanguike,  five  miles  from  Neath,  on  the  River 
Tawe,  which  here  flows  through  a beautiful  and 
romantic  vale,  to  which  it  gives  its  name. — Salmon, 
sewin,  &c. 

% 


Llarhidian,  eleven  miles  from  Swansea,  on  the 
River  Bury. — Salmon,  sewin,  trout,  &c. 

Llanvaren,  nine  miles  from  Merthyr,  between 
the  rivers  ’I’af  and  Rumney. 

Llanv  ONNO,  twelve  miles  from  Cardiff,  on  the 
T/if.  In  the  vicinity  are  the  Clydach,  the  Rhondda, 
and  the  Cynon. — Good  angling. 

St.  Mary  Hill,  four  miles  from  Cowbridge,  on 
the  Ewenny  River. 

Mlsk  in,  five  miles  from  Cowbridge,  on  the  River 
Ely. — Good  trout. 

Neath  Genol*,  ten  miles  from  Neath,  on  the 
Neath  River. 

( To  he  continued.) 


FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  MAN. 


I have  read  with  some  interest  the  article  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Aug.  under  the  above 
heading,  by  “ Rux,”  but  as  I have  just  returned 
from  a visit  to  the  island,  with  which  I am  toler- 
ably familiar,  I may  perhaps  be  allowed  to 
supplement  the  article  in  question,  as  it  is  not 
quite  np  to  date  in  its  information.  The  author 
has  evidently  relied  considerably  on  the  charming 
articles  by  the  late  Mr.  S.  M.  Tod,  written  many 
years  ago,  since  which  time  considerable  changes 
have  taken  place. 

In  the  first  place,  the  trout  and  salmon  fishing 
in  the  Isle  of  Man,  as  regards  close  times  and 
modes  of  fishing,  is  regulated  by  an  Act  of 
Tynwald,  and  no  person  may  take  trout  except 
under  a licence  issued  by  the  Board  of  Con- 
servators. A licence  for  rod  fishing  for  trout 
costs  2s.  (id.  for  a week,  5.s.  for  a month,  or  7s.  (id. 
for  the  season;  for  salmon  and  sea-trout  tl  for 
the  season. 

Salmon  and  sea-trout  begin  to  run  up  some  of 
the  rivers  towards  the  end  of  August  if  there  is 
a fair  body  of  water,  but  it  would  not  bo  worth 
anyone’s  while  going  to  the  island  to  fish  for 
these  alone. 

Of  brown  trout  there  is  a good  head  in  nearly 
all  the  streams  that  are  not  polluted  by  the  lead 
mines,  but  they  run  somewhat  small,  a |lb.  fish 
being  a large  one,  though  occasionally  a fish  over 
lib.,  and  even  up  to  21b  , is  met  with. 

Most  visitors  make  Douglas  their  headquarters, 
and  I may  as  well  begin  with  the  rivers  within 
easy  reach  of  there.  The  Douglas  river  itself  is 
very  short,  and  runs  almost  entirely  through  the 
Nunnery  grounds,  and  is  strictly  preserved 
by  a few  local  gentlemen.  There  are  some 
good  brown  trout  in  it,  and  sea-trout  as 
soon  as  they  begin  to  run.  A little  above 
the  Nunnery  grounds  the  Douglas  sejiarates  into 
the  two  streams  that  form  it,  the  Dhoo  to  the  left 
and  the  Glars  to  the  right.  Taking  the  Dhoo 
first,  there  is  hardly  any  open  water  w'orth  fish- 
ing until  Kirk  Braddan  Church  is  reached.  From 
here  there  are  several  miles  of  fishing,  most  of  it 
free.  There  is  one  portion  some  distance  up  pre- 
served, but  there  is,  or  at  as  recently,  a board  up 
which  warns  the  angler  when  he  reaches  this 
stretch.  A good  deal  of  it  must  be  fished  with 
worm,  and  the  bottom  is  rough.  There  is  a little 
fishing  on  the  Glars  up  to  tlie  (Quarter  Bridge, 
but  it  is  not  worth  while  Avasting  time  over  it, 
and,  as  the  stretch  between  the  (.Quarter 
Bridge  and  the  weir  below  Tromode  is  pre- 
served, it  is  best  to  go  through  Tromode 
and  begin  above  the  mills  there,  where  there 
is  a stretch  of  Avater  several  miles  in  length, 
right  away  up  to  the  base  of  Injebreck  in 
fact,  and  there  are  some  good  pools  on  it.  It 
is  a good  day’s  work  to  begin  above  Tromode 
and  fish  the  river  up  towards  its  sources,  taking 
either  the  left  branch,  up  the  West  Baldwin 
Valley,  or  the  right  branch,  up  East  Baldwin. 

The  next  nearest  river  of  any  importance  is 
Santon  Burn.  Take  the  train  to  Santon  Station, 
go  Avestward  of  the  station,  and  you  strike  the 
stream  in  a few  minutes.  The  best  portion  is 
the  one  down  to  the  sea.  It  will  repay  careful 

There  is  here  an  ancient  mansion  called  Abpererp:wm 
House.  Oliver  Cromwell,  Avho  Avas  in  some  degree 
related  to  the  ancestor  of  the  present  proprietor,  is  said 
to  have  halted  at  this  place  on  his  way  to  Milford 
Haven,  and  to  have  despatched  messengers  to  acquaint 
the  family  of  his  arrival.  Receiving  no  encouragement, 
he  fired  a few  shots  over  the  man.sion,  by  way  of  intimi- 
dation, and  dejiartcd,  without  offering  any  further 
violence.  This  traditional  account  derives  corroboration 
from  the  discovery  of  some  cannon  balls  on  turning  up 
the  ground  near  the  house  in  1831. 


fishing,  and  there  arc  some  deep  pools  to  yards 
the  lower  end. 

The  tiny  stream  at  Fort  Soderick  is,  I believe, 
mainly  preserved,  and  not  worth  troubling  over. 

The  Bilverburn  is  a good  river,  reached  by 
taking  the  train  to  Ballasalla,  but  personally  I 
have  not  much  experience  of  it. 

The  River  Neb  is  easily  reached  by  taking  the 
train  to  St.John’s.  Take  the  road  to  the  right  on 
leaving  the  station,  ask  the  way  to  Glen  Helen, 
and  follow  it  until  you  come  to  a bridge  over 
the  river,  a little  above  a woollen  mill.  There 
commence,  and  fish  up  Avith  ily  or  worm.  The 
stream  is  very  clear,  and  must  be  approached 
with  care.  On  the  Avhole  I think  clear  water 
worm  will  do  best,  as  there  are  many  places  on 
which  it  is  impossible  to  throAV  a ily ; the  river  is 
full  of  fish  though  tliey  are  mostly  small.  In 
fishing  it  recently  when  very  clear  I had  a basket 
of  thirty-six.  When  Glen  Helen  is  reached  you 
Avill  have  to  pay  fid.  to  enter  the  grounds,  but  in 
the  season  the  fish  are  too  much  frightened  of 
the  visitors  to  make  it  worth  while  fishing.  Go 
up  the  Glen  until  you  get  to  Rhenass  Falls  and 
begin  again  above  the  falls  on  the  left,  and  fish 
it  up  to  Little  London  if  you  ha\'e  time,  it  is 
really  good  fishing  when  you  get  up  here. 

The  best  river  on  the  island  is  undoubtedly  the 
Sulby  river,  which  contains  the  deepest  pools 
and  biggest  fish.  If  the  angler  is  staying  in 
Douglas  his  best  plan  is  to  go  overnight  to  Sulliy 
Green  station,  and  put  up  at  the  inn  there  ; then 
begin  early  next  morning  at  Sulby  Bridge,  there 
is  a capital  fly  stretch  just  beloAv  it,  or  you  may 
begin  and  fish  up  from  the  bridge  and  have  miles 
cf  Avater  before  you  ; there  are  deep  rocky  pools 
all  the  way  up  to  the  mountains,  and  the  further 
you  get  away  from  the  haunts  of  man  the  better 
sport  you  are  likely  to  have,  but  don’t  expect  to 
fill  your  pannier  with  half-pounders  or  you  will 
surely  be  disappointed. 

There  are  several  other  streams  in  the  island 
containing  trout,  but  as  I have  not  had  personal 
experience  of  them  I pass  them  by.  Hackles  or 
spiders  dressed  lightly  kill  well,  a good  cast  being 
dark  snipe  and  purple,  dotterel  and  yellow,  light 
snipe  and  yellow,  and  partridge  and  orange. 

There  is  an  Isle  of  Man  Angling  Association, 
the  headf|uarters  of  Avhich  are  at  the  Talbot 
Hotel,  Athol-strect,  and  Mr.  Weston,  the  pro- 
prietor, will  I am  sure  give  any  information  in 
his  power  to  visitors  calling  upon  him. 

The  sea-fishing  in  the  island  is  excellent.  It 
may  be  enjoyed  either  from  the  Victoria  Pier  or 
the  breakAvater  in  Douglas,  or  from  boats.  Fish- 
ing from  the  pier  with  a strong  bamboo  red  I 
have  caught,  during  August,  pollack  (locally 
known  as  callig),  coal  fish  (or  blocken),  bollen  (a 
kind  of  sea  perch),  a rare  strong  fighter,  and 
codling.  Use  four  or  five  feet  of  strong  salmon 
gut  with  sinkers  according  to  the  strength  of 
the  current,  and  fish  generally  a few  feet  from 
the  bottom. 

The  lug  worm  is  the  general  bait,  but  a white, 
sand  worm  is  in  general  much  better,  lint  is  more 
difficult  to  obtain.  The  conger  is  often  caught  at 
dusk  by  a hand  line  from  the  end  of  the  breakwater, 
baited  with  a piece  of  herring.  There  is  generally 
good  mackerel  fishing  in  July  and  August  from  a 
boat  or  fishing  smack,  but  make  up  your  own 
party  for  it,  and  don’t  be  beguiled  into  accom- 
panying a large  party  got  together  by  the  fisher- 
man. I have  known  the  fisherman  get  some 
twenty  simple  people  to  pay  a shilling  each  to  go 
mackerel  fishing  on  a hot,  bright  afternoon, 
when  there  was  scarcely  a breath  of  wind,  only 
two  or  thi'ee  lines  aboard,  and  not  the  slightest 
chance  of  getting  a fish ! However,  if  you  go 
with  a proper  man-  at  the  right  time  yoii  are 
pretty  certain  to  have  good  sport.  ^ Port  Erin  is 
also  a capital  place  for  mackerel  fishing.  With 
regard  to  the  fishing  at  Peel,  Ramsey,  and  Port 
St.  Mary,  I cannot  speak  from  jiersonal  experi- 
ence, but  as  the  Manx  coasts  abound  in  fish  I 
have  no  doubt  that  good  sport  is  obtainable  at 
all  these  places. 

One  word  more  : Don’t  go  on  to  the  quay  at 
Douglas  looking  for  Armroyd,  the  tackle  dealer. 
His  place  knows  him  no  more,  but  the  angler 
will  find  all  he  rerjuires,  either  for  river  or  sea 
fishing  at  Mr.  Payot’s,  in  Victoria-street.  Mr. 
Fayot  is  a keen  fisherman  himself,  and  I found 
him  most  willing  to  give  information  to  visitors, 
whilst  his  tackle  and  advice  are  alike  trust- 
Avortby.  Orange  Partridge. 
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A FISH  THAT  SHOOTS  PLIES. 


It  is  dangerous  to  tell  the  truth  about  fish, 
because  the  public  have  grown  sceptical  resjjectr 
iiig  what,  with  a double  meaning,  they  describe 
as  fish  stories.  But  really,  some  of  the  most 
remarkable  facts  to  be  found  in  natural  history 
relate  to  the  finny  world.  The  variegated  fisli, 
whoso  portrait  we  give,  is  an  accomplished  fly- 
catcher ; not  in  the  sense  that  trout  and  other 
fish  catch  Hies  by  leaping  from  the  water  and 
seizing  them  when  on  the  wing,  but  by  shooting 
at  them. 

The  Jaculator  fish  {Chplmo7i  rosh-aliis)  frequents 
the  estuaries  of  rivers  in  .lava,  and  other  parts 
of  the  far  cast,  and  the  climate  would  appear  to 
have  taught  him  that  it  was  desirable  to  find  a 
less  exhausting  method  of  getting  food  than  by 
chasing  it.  He  haunts  a bit  of  shore  where  the 
vegetation  grows  down  to  the  water’s  edge,  and 
where  ilies  and  other  insects  settle  on  the  leaves 
and  flowers.  Having  noticed  one  sitting  on  a 
leaf,  he  swims  close  up,  takes  in  a supply  of 
water,  pokes  his  long  mouth  above  the  surface 
and  ejects  a drop  of  water  at  the  fly,  seldom 


perpendicularly  under  the  object;  then  the  body 
being  put  into  an  oblique  situation,  and  the 
mouth  and  eyes  being  near  the  surface  of  the 
water,  the  Jaculator  stays  for  a moment  cjuite 
immovable,  having  its  eyes  fixed  directly  on  the 
insect,  and  then  begins  to  shoot  without  even 
showing  its  mouth  above  the  surface  of  the  water, 
out  of  which  the  single  drop  shot  at  the  object 
seems  to  rise. 

With  the  closest  attention,  Governor  Hommel 
never  could  see  any  part  of  the  mouth  out  of  the 
water,  though  he  very  often  saw  the  Jaculator 
fish  shoot  a great  many  drops  one  after  another 
wdthout  leaving  its  place  and  fixed  situation. — 
Hoys. 


PvOACII  FISHING  AT  DORKING. 


One  bright,  warm  morning  in  September  last, 
I called  at  the  cottage  of  my  old  fishing  com- 
panion, David,  in  order  to  ask  him  to  accompany 
me  on  a roaching  expedition  in  the  Mole  at  Dork- 
ing, David  lives  in  this  bright,  clean  little  town, 
and  as  my  own  residence  is  not  many  miles  away, 
he  almost  invariably  goes  with  me  on  fishing  days. 


and  at  the  gate  was  the  obliging  foare- 
man  who  is  ahvays  ready  to  do  what  he  can 
to  assist  the  stranger  angler.  We  paid  him  the 
necessary  2s.,  and  then  started  on  a voyage  of 
discovery  in  order  to  select  the  best-looking 
“ swim.”  It  was  not  long  ere  we  found  a nice 
quiet  spot  where  there  was  just  a gentle  stream 
with  a nice  eddy  on  the  further  side,  and  knowing 
of  old  that  heavy  roach  frequently  lay  here,  we 
put  our  rods  together  and  carefully  plumbed  the 
depth.  This  we  found  to  be  not  more  than  about 
five  feet,  owing  to  the  prolonged  drought,  though 
in  ordinary  seasons  it  is,  I should  think,  at  least 
eighteen  inches  deeper.  We  both  used  the  very 
finest  gut  bottoms  (for  fine  tackle  is  quite  as 
much,  if  not  more,  imperative  in  the  Mole  than 
in  other  rivers),  and  a few  balls  of  gi’ound-bait 
haviog  been  carefully  cast  in,  we  commenced 
operations — I with  three  gentles  and  David  with 
a wasp  grub. 

The  second  swim  down  there  was  a slight 
splash,  and  David  had  a roach  of  about  half-a- 
pound.  A little  later  he  had  another  of  about  the 
same  size ; and  he  looked  at  me  as  though  to  say, 
“We’re  going  to  have  ’em.”  Seeing  that  my 
gentles  were  ignored,  I also  put  on  a wasp  grub ; 
and  now  I had  two  nice  fish  in  quick  succession, 
the  character  of  the  bites  being  a quiet  disap- 
pearance of  the  quill.  Now  it  was  David’s  turn 
again,  and  1 put  the  landing  net  under  a good 
“pounder” — a very  handsome  fish.  I nfortu- 
nately,  I soon  afterwards  hooked  something 
rather  big,  and  lost  him.  This  is,  I have  noticed, 
nearly  always  disastrous  in  this  part  of  the  Mole ; 
and  I was  not  surprised  at  hearing  a low  groan 
from  D.ivid,  for  he,  too,  knew  the  probable 
result.  Nor  were  we  deceived,  for  during  the 
next  hour  the  only  sign  of  a fish  was  a cautious 
kind  of  nibbling.  This  state  of  things  did  not, 
however,  cause  the  l eckless  use  of  a lot  of  ground- 
bait  ; but  we  tried  gentles  and  also  paste  in  lieu 
of  wasp  grubs,  albeit  with  no  result. 

“ It’s  no  use,  sir,”  said  David,  laying  his  rod 
down  in  the  stinging  nettles,  and  then  rubbing 
the  back  of  his  hand  very  hard  ; “ they’re  scared 
a bit,  I know.  I ain’t  got  no  use  for  those  nettles 
either.  But  let’s  go  and  have  a look  lower  down, 
and  see  if  there’s  a good  swim  there;  there  used 
to  be  two  good  ’uns,  I know.” 

So,  scrambling  up  the  bank  (which  was  not  so 
very  easy  a task),  we  set  off  to  “ see  what  we 
could  see.” 

It  was  now  about  eleven  o’clock  ; and,  happen- 
ing to  take  a glance  at  the  sky,  over  in  the 
direction  of  Ranmore  Church,  I noticed  the  clouds 
looked  exceedingly  black  and  threatening.  I 
])ointed  this  out  to  my  companion,  who,  however, 
said  it  was  sure  to  pass  round,  and  that  nothing 
would  come  of  it.  So  we  passed  on,  noting  the 
different  swims,  with  their  accompanying  acces- 
sories of  ease  or  difficulty  for  fishing,  till  David 
at  last  found  one  of  his  old  pitches,  where,  he 
told  me,  he  had  had  rare  sport  in  days  gone  by. 
“ Ah ! ” he  said,  “ they’ve  cut  down  the  alder  that 
used  to  stand  here,  and  it  don’t  look  so  nice  as  it 
used  to.  No,  I think  we’ll  give  ’em  another  trial 
up  above.” 

Again  glancing  at  the  sky,  I beheld  Ranmore 
enveloped  in  a white  mist ; and,  knowing  what 
this  meant,  I pointed  it  out  to  David.  ‘‘Oh!  I 
don’t  think  we  shall  get  it,”  he  said;  “and, 
besides,  there’s  plenty  of  time  to  get  up  to  the 
mill.” 

I could  not  get  him  along,  and  he  would  keep 
stopping  to  look  at  places  we  had  already  taken 
stock  of.  Suddenly  there  was  a bright  flash  of 
lightning,  followed  by  a boom  of  thunder ; and  in 
an  instant  a furious  blast  nearly'  swept  us  off  our 
legs ; indeed,  David  was,  as  nearly  as  possible, 
blown  into  the  river.  The  air  was  filled  with 
clouds  of  dust  and  sand  that  stung  the  face  like 
so  many  needle  points. 

We  rushed  off  for  the  mill  with  our  mouths,  eai’s, 
and  eyes  half-filled  with  this  dust,  and  we  just 
got  into  shelter  as  the  I’ain  commenced.  It  did 
rain,  too,  in  driving  sheets,  and  we  thought,  with 
dismay,  of  our  tackle,  which,  together  with  the 
bags  containing  our  lunch,  had  been  left  at  our 
first  pitch.  David  looked  at  me  and  grinned. 
“Oh!”  he  said,  “what  about  the  bread  and 
cheese?  There’s  one  comfort,  though,”  he  added, 
“ it  can’t  hurt  the  beer.” 

Well,  the  rain,  having  lasted  nearly  an  hour, 
began  to  grow  loss  heavy,  and  presently  ceased 
altogether.  We  then  made  our  way  back  to  the 


failing  to  strike  his  jmey  and  bring  it  into  the 
sea,  though  it  may  have  been  from  a distance  of 
five  or  six  feet. 

Many  trustworthy  observers  have  witnessed  the 
sight,  and  tie  Chinese  have  long  kept  these  re- 
markable fishes  in  jars,  in  order  that- they  may 
cause  them  to  go  through  the  performance  for 
their  amusement.  As  long  ago  as  the  year  1 761 
Schlosser  contributed  to  the  I’liilosoplucal 
Transactions  of  the  Royal  Rocicty  a pajier  on  the 
Jaculator  fish.  He  tells  how  Governor  ilommel’s 
curiosity  was  aroused  by  witnessing  this  feat,  and 
he  had  a large  tub  filled  w'ith  sea-water,  in  which 
he  placed  some  of  these  fish.  When  they  were 
reconciled  to  their  situation,  a slender  stick  with 
a fly  pinned  on  its  end  was  jilaced  in  such  a posi- 
tion on  the  side  of  the  vessel  that  the  fish  could 
strike  it.  It  was  with  inexpressible  delight  that 
he  daily  saw  these  fish  exercising  their  skill  in 
shooting  at  a fly,  and  they  never  missed  their 
mark.  Balias  continued  this  account  from 
Governor  Ilommel’s  letters  two  years  subse- 
quently, remarking  that  when  the  .laculator  fish 
intends  to  catch  a fly,  or  any  other  insect  which 
is  seen  at  a distance,  it  approaches  very  slowly 
and  c.autiously,  and  conics  as  much  as  possible 


Good  morning,  sir,”  said  the  old  man,  as  I 
entered  his  little  garden  ; “and  what’s  the  little 
I game  to-day  ?” 

“ Fishing,  of  course,”  I returned  ; “ I want  to 
! try  the  Castle  Mill  water  for  a few  good  roach. 
I know  there  are  some  there;  so  if  you  are  not 
busy,  I hope  you  will  come  with  me.” 

He  seemed  pleased  with  the  idea,  and  asked  me 
to  enter  his  cottage  a minute.  He  then  showed 
me,  with  great  pride,  a large  piece  of  comb  filled 
with  wasp  grubs,  saying,  “All  right,  sir;  you 
sit  down  and  read  the  paper,  and  I’ll  knock  up  a 
bit  of  ground-bait.  It’s  just  eight  o’clock  now, 
and  I’ll  be  ready  in  about  half  an  hour’s  time.” 
True  to  his  word,  he  had  everything  ready  by 
half-past  eight,  and  we  set  forth  just  as  the  clock 
proclaimed  the  half-hour.  Taking  our  w'ay  along 
the  High-street,  we  turned  into  the  Reigate  road, 
and  so  on  as  far  as  the  Punchbowl,  where  a halt 
was  made  for  a couple  of  bottles  of  ale  to  take 
j with  us.  These  being  obtained,  we  proceeded 
1 over  the  railw.ay  bridge  and  turned  down  a little 
I lane  just  ojqiosite  the  entrance  of  Hetchworth 
Park.  This  brought  us  out  by  the  scene 
of  our  intended  operations.  There  stood  the 
picturesque  old  mill  just  the  same  as  ever, 
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old  swim,  where  we  found  our  things  not  nearly 
so  wet  as  we  had  expected.  So  we  got  down 
the  bank — an  operation  which  nearly  ended  in 
David  taking  a plunge,  and  which  brought  him 
up  on  his  back  in  the  wet  stinging  nettles — and 
Soon  got  to  woi'k  again,  seating  ourselves  on  two 
dry  ])icces  of  planking  we  had  found  up  at  the 
I mill.  We  had  been  seated  about  ten  minutes, 
» when  a subdued  “ Oh  !”  from  David,  announced 
that  he  w,as  into  a good  fish.  lie  played  him  well 
out  of  the  swim,  and  I soon  placed  the  landing  net 
under  a grand  roach  of  l|lb.  in  weight.  I then 
had  a couple  weighing  .jib.  each,  after  which  they 
left  off  feeding  again.  “ Ah  ! we’d  better  give 
’em  another  rest,”  s.aid  the  old  man,  when  some 
time  had  gone  by  without  a bite  ; “ we’d  better 
^ have  something  to  eat  and  drink.”  Saying 

which,  he  produced  the  bottles  and  edibles,  of 
which  latter  a veal  and  ham  pie  attracted  his 
special  attention  ; and  after  a hearty  meal,  those 
I ever  dear  treasures  of  the  angler  were  produced 
I — our  pipes. 

1“  Hullo,  mate ! ” exclaimed  the  old  man 
suddenlj%  “ what  do  you  want  P ” 

Looking  up  quickly,  and  following  the  direction 
of  his  glance,  I beheld,  standing  on  the  bank 
I opposite,  and  regarding  us  with  very  fixed 

I attention,  what  1 should  call  a very  uncom- 

j fortable-looking  dog.  What  he  wanted  was, 

j apparently,  a piece  of  David  or  me.  David  made 

I a motion  as  if  to  throw  .at  him,  but  the  dog,  far 

from  being  intimidated,  began  steal, hily  creeping 
I down  the  bank,  at  the  same  time  gently  growling. 
In  another  instant  he  plunged  into  the  stream. 
This  was  too  much  for  David,  for  he  made  a 
frantic  spring  up  the  bank,  but,  missing  his  hold, 
came  blundering  down  on  top  of  me  ; and  we 
were  both  within  an  ace  of  being  precipitated 
into  tbe  water.  However,  the  enemy  was  now  at 
close  quarters,  and  seizing  the  landing  net,  I 
brought  down  the  handle  with  considerable  force 
on  the  shoulders  of  the  would-be  stormer ; where- 
upon, with  a yelp,  he  made  for  the  opposite  bank. 
“Oh!”  said  David,  “ that’s  one  for  you,  matey. 
It  aint  no  use  going  on  fishing  here,  sir,  we’d 
better  make  a move.” 

As  he  spoke,  a man  with  a thick  stick  in  his 
hand  appeared  on  the  opposite  shore.  “ Hullo, 
Jack  1 ” cried  David. 

“I’ll  ‘ hullo.  Jack  ’ you,”  responded  the  other. 
“What  do  you  mean  by  hitting  my  dog  ? ” 

“I  never  hit  him,”  retorted  the  old  man;  “he 
knocked  his  head  against  that  old  stump  there.” 
“I’ll  knock  ?/o«r  head  against  my  stick,”  said 
! the  other  fiercely. 

“Oh!’’  said  David,  picking  up  a large  stone, 
“you  might  get  your  own  knocked,  matey;  so 
shut  up,  and  go  away.  You  ain’t  got  no  right 
there  jou  know;  and  there’ll  be  somebody  along 
directly,  wanting  to  look  into  them  great  side- 
pockets  of  yours. 

Muttering  a curse,  and  a threat  to  do  some- 
thing dreadful  to  David,  the  man  and  his  dog 
departed ; and  we,  collecting  our  things,  pre- 
pared to  make  a start  in  a different  spot. 

“Ah  !”  said  the  old  man,  when  we  were  once 
more  comfortably  settled,  “ I ain’t  got  no  use  for 
dogs,  as  you’d  say.  I never  had  but  one  in  my 
life,  and  he  bit  my  wife  in  the  leg  and  me  in  the 
’and ; so  I fetched  him  one  over  the  head  with 
the  chopper.” 

As  I was  laughing  at  the  old  man’s  amusing 
way  of  expressing  himself,  my  float  disappeared. 
On  striking,  there  was  one  heavy  tug — and  the 
hook  came  away.  David  drew  in  his  breath. 

“Ah!”  he  said,  “that  was  one  of  them  big 
chub,  I expect ; there’s  some  ‘ sockdologers  ’ 
here,  I know ; but  we  want  roach,  sir,  and,  after 
all,  I think  we  had  better  go  back  to  the  old 
swim.” 

So  oiice  again  we  got  back  to  our  first  pitch, 

, and  quietly  sat  down  with  the  determination  of 
“ sticking.”  But  the  roach  were  not  in  the  mood, 

I though  we  caught  a few  small  ones,  which  were 
i consigned  to  the  bait-can,  as  David  wanted  a few 
live  baits. 

Whilst  casting  in  some  ground-bait  I noticed 
the  .small  fry  dashing  in  all  directions.  So, 
knowing  what  this  meant,  I got  David  to 
rig  up  the  jack  rod  (snap  tackle  of  course), 
and  putting  on  a small  roach,  dropped  him 
out  by  a bed  of  weeds,  just  at  the  tail 
of  the  swim.  A minute  afterwards  bang 

went  the  float,  and  in  another  moment  or 
two  David  struck.  We  soon  got  the  fish  out, 


however,  when  it  proved  to  be  a jack  of  not  more 
than  a couple  of  pounds.  So  another  bait  was 
attached,  and  the  rod  secured  as  before;  whilst 
David  suggested  that,  as  the  afternoon  was  wear- 
ing away,  we  might  as  well  try  the  roach  with 
paste.  ('Diis  is  always  a good  plan  in  the  Mole 
when  evening  draws  on).  We  acted  on  his  sug- 
gestion, and  with  good  results,  as  after  a time 
the  bites  became  more  decided,  quiet  runs  and 
gentle  disappearances  being  the  order  of  the 
day. 

At  about  ti.30  we  were  obliged  to  leave  off  as 
the  gloaming  was  upon  us,  and  it  w'as  difiicut  to 
see  the  floats. 

“Well,”  said  David,  as  we  were  packing  up, 
“ we  haven’t  done  so  badly,  sir,  considering  the 
state  of  the  water.  All  we  want  is  a good  rain, 
and  then  we’ll  get  some  good  fish.  Is  there  any 
beer  left  in  your  bottle,  sir  ? ” 

“ No,”  I replied,  “ it’s  been  gone  some  time.” 

“ Oh,  well,”  he  returned,  “ we  can  get  some  at 
the  I’unchbowl,  I suppose,  there’s  some  good 
draught  stout  there.” 

“ Come  along  then,”  said  I,  and  shouldering 
our  traps  we  took  our  way  through  the  fast- 
descending  darkness  to  the  inn  named,  whence 
W’e  proceeded  to  Dorking. 

We  had  a little  over  ffib.  of  roach,  two  over 
11b.  each,  and  this  was,  I think,  fairly  good,  con- 
sidering the  season. 

“ Ah,”  said  David,  as  w’e  said  Good  niglit,  “ Do 
you  remember  them  two  Londoners  fishing  that 
swim  one  day  when  we  was  down  there  about  five 
years  ago?  ” I did.  They  had  one  of  the  finest 
baskets  of  roach  I ever  saw.  Willow. 


A DAY  UN  ’rilE  PRESBHVES  OB  ’I’HK 
f.EICBSTER  ANGLINd  SOCIETY. 


A.S  very  little  has  ever  appeared  in  the  columns 
of  the  angling  press  regarding  the  above  fishery, 
save  and  except  the  short  weekly  repoi'ts  which 
appear  in  the  District  Notes  of  the  F.  G.,  it  may 
be  interesting  to  the  followers  of  the  sport  to  read 
the  following  account  of  a “ red  letter  day  ” which 
occurred  under  the  most  unfavourable  conditions 
during  the  back-end  of  last  season. 

Coming  as  it  did  at  the  tail  end  of  a severe 
winter,  w’hich  by-the-by  was  preceded  by  two 
winters  of  exceptional  severity,  it  was  “ thrice 
welcome,”  and  helped  to  put  the  frequent  blank 
days  into  oblivion. 

The  day  dawned  with  a terrific  gale  of  wind, 
small  clouds  were  scudding  across  the  skies  like 
so  many  huge  yachts  racing  each  other.  When 
I had  breakfasted,  I donned  my  greatcoat  and 
fishing  boots,  and  set  out  to  meet  Mr.  D.  and  Mr. 
H.,  two  well-known  “ locals,”  who  were  to  do  the 
fishing  whilst  I took  a general  survey  of  the 
preserves,  fishing  for  the  news  which  was  to 
appear  in  the  weekly  issue  of  a local  sporting 
paper. 

The  first  halt  was  made  at  the  wooden  bridge, 
which  is  a few  paces  past  the  well-known  TweFve 
Bridges,  so-called  because  there  are  twelve  spans 
of  brickwork  which  cross  the  canal  and  low-lying 
ground,  over  which  the  railway  luus.  Crossing 
over  at  the  corner  of  the  handrail  which  runs 
along  the  small  wooden  bridge  is  the  first  swim 
to  be  tried. 

It  is  well-known  as  an  almost  sure  hold  in  the 
winter,  whilst  in  the  autumn  heavy  lots  of  roach 
are  often  taken  from  the  middle  of  the  stream, 
using  either  wheat  or  paste  as  a bait. 

The  rods  are  up,  and  all  is  ready  to  start.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  plumb  the  stream,  as  the  veteran 
Mr.  H.  has  it  carefully  laid  by  in  past  exploits 
accomplished  here,  whilst  young  Mr.  D.  has  the 
depth  of  every  known,  and  not  a few  unknown  (to 
many  locals),  swims  at  his  very  finger  ends. 

First  “bait  up  ” is  with  the  “green  grub,”  a 
great  winter  bait  in  these  preserves,  and  at  times 
very  troublesome  to  obtain,  but  if  fish  are  “on  ” 
at  all  they  will  take  them  with  avidity.  A cast  is 
made,  the  bait  pist  swimming  nicely  over  the 
bottom,  or  now  and  then  touching  a small  clump 
of  decayed  weeds,  which  drags  down  the  float 
slightly,  and  is  often  taken  as  an  omen  to  strike 
by  the  inexperienced  in  this  mode  of  fishing. 
Time  after  time  is  the  line  withdrawn  and  recast, 
for  the  float  must  be  followed  down  with  the 
stream,  and  thus  two  anglers  can  fish  the  same 
stream  in  comfort.  Now  and  then  a “ glorious 
nibble”  is  obtained,  the  fish  “coming”  very 


gingerly,  and  a bad  day  is  predicted.  “She’s 
down,”  exclaims  Mr.  H.  at  last,  after  a good  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour’s  patient  fishing,  and  the  steel 
is  driven  home  with  the  cunning  of  an  old  hand, 
whilst  a gallant  winter  roach,  in  the  finest  condi- 
tion, is  fighting  for  liberty  tbe  next  moment,  only 
to  succumb  to  a wily  angler  aided  with  slr-ong 
winter  tackle.  “ What  a beauty,”  I exclaim,  as  his 
silvery  form  is  safely  transferred  from  the  landing 
net  to  the  bank ; “ quite  a pound.”  But  1 was  mis- 
taken in  the  distance,  and  when  he  was  slipped  by 
the  gills  on  to  a small  pocket  spring  balance  he 
just  managed  to  draw  the  twelve  ounces.  First 
toast  of  the  day — “ JMay  the  father  follow  the  son.” 
After  a couple  of  hours  hard  fishing  the  total 
score  stands  five  fish,  the  lot  weighing  about  31b., 
Mr.  H.  three  and  Mr.  D.  two. 

A move  is  now  made  to  a swim  which  in  its 
time  has  yielded  some  splendid  lots  of  roach,  but 
to-day  it  was,  in  foxy  parlance,”  drawn  blank.”  It 
is  opposite  the  second  hand-gate  on  the  towing 
path  by  St.  Mary’s  Mills,  and  runs  under  an  old 
willow  tree. 

The  wind,  which  up  to  the  present  has  been 
keeping  up  in  force  enough  to  chill  the  very 
marrow  even  of  the  most  liardeiied  and  ardent 
fisherman,  abates  slightly,  and  we  adjourn  beliind 
a stately  old  elm  which  rears  its  head  far  above 
the  canal,  its  trunk  affording  a friendly  shelter 
from  the  “bilin’wind  so  canid,”  and  partake  of 
a hearty  lunch,  washed  down  with  regular  good 
Gd  “ tingle-toe,”  which  helps  to  stimulate  the 
blood  into  a more  natural  flow. 

Lunch  over,  Messrs.  If.  and  D.  re-start,  trying 
here  and  there  along  the  course  of  the  canal 
without  success, now  with  the  worm, then  “green 
grub,  and  an  old,  but  often  taking.  Inure,  with  a 
“ green  grub  ” on  the  shank  of  the  hook  which  is 
tipped  with  a lively  May  grub. 

With  the  baskets  very  light  as  regards  fish, 
and  half  the  day  passed,  a “council  of  war”  is 
held,  and  after  different  suggestions,  in  which 
“ packing  up  ” almost  predominated,  it  was 
decided  to  move  higher  up,  to  the  reach  which 
runs  from  Foreman’s  Dye  Works  to  the  locks 
opposite  Aylestone  Mill. 

Here,  after  dabbling  at  the  side,  then  in  mid- 
stream, and  then  across  under  the  opposite  bank, 
Mr.  D.  calls  out  excitedly  for  the  landing  net,  and 
after  a sharp  and  lively  struggle,  a plump 
“ pounder”  is  “grassed,”  and  as  Mr.  H.  runs  up 
to  view  the  capture  he  exclaims,  “ found  ’em  ” at 
last.  So  it  turned  out  to  be.  The  luckily  found 
swim  lay  right  across  by  the  side  of  the  opposite 
bank,  and  extended  to  about  fifteen  yards  mid- 
way between  the  stream  which  branches  off  to 
feed  the  mill,  and  a large  tree  some  forty  or  more 
yards  up  the  canal. 

Now  the  fun  commenced  in  real  earnest,  and 
although  it  was  a long  cast,  with  the  tackle  a 
medium  weight,  and  the  wind  slightly  across 
stream,  the  swim  could  be  fished  by  both  anglers 
with  comparative  ease.  ° 

The  red  fins  were  in  “ gradely  earnest,”  and  the 
way  the  floats  kept  disappearing  showed  “ that 
business  was  only  ineant.”  A breakage  now  and 
then,  through  striking  too  hard  in  the  excitement, 
was  all  that  marred  tbe  fast  and  furious  sport, 
which  was  only  brought  to  a close  with  the  dark- 
ness setting  in  and  preventing  the  floats  being 
seen.  After  the  weary  trudge  home  with  a heavy 
catch,  rendered  perhaps  pleasanter  by  the  latter 
fact,  the  scales  were  brought  into  requisition. 
Mr.  D.’s  capture  tipped  the  beam  at  2fllb.,  the 
best  fish  scaling  lib.  3oz.,  whilst  the  remainder 
ranged  from  6oz.  up  to  a pound  in  weight.  The 
old  veteran  was  not  far  behind,  his  total  bag 
containing  201b.  of  good  fish,  many  of  them  being 
well  up  to  a pound  apiece. 

They  were  afterwards  shown  to  the  admiring 
gaze  of  a number  of  well-known  “ splodgers,”  who 
were  astonished  that  such  a catch  could  have 
been  made  under  such  unfavourable  circum- 
stances. Yoing  Ike 


“Tiie  PICTURE.SQUE  SiDE  ” is  the  subject  of 
an  article  on  the  Fair,  by  F.  Hopkinson  .Smith 
in  the  November  Scribner's.  The  author  meets 
there  several  old  friends  of  his  many  travels, 
and  among  them  his  Venetian  gondolier,  Espero 
(lorgoni  and  Far-away  Moses,  the  latter  in  the 
I laisance,  which  the  author  describes  with  his 
well-known  appreciation  of  unique  character  and 
picturesipieness. 
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Provincial  IRotes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Bir- 
mingham Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  was  [old  on 
Friday  evening,  Oct.  27,  at  the  headquarters,  the  Bir- 
mingham Arnfs  Hotel,  Smithfield.  Mr.  T.  Coles  pre- 
sided and  Mr.  C.  White  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The 
minutes  of  the  previous  committee  meeting  were  read 
and  adopted,  after  which  the  secretary  read  the  coiTe- 
spondence,  the  chief  portion  of  which  related  to  the 
resignations  tendered  by  Messrs.  Gough  and  Tallis, 
these  gentlemen  in  their  letters  pointing  out  that  their 
business  engagements  upon  the  meeting  nights  of  the 
committee  prevented  them  from  attending  as  they  should 
wish  to  do,  and  they  asked  the  committee  to  appoint 
others  who  would  be  able  to  devote  more  time  to  the 
interests  of  the  Society,  Tlie  resignations  were  accepted 
with  regret.  Mr.  J.  Jones,  of  the  Highgate  Park,  was 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  Mr.  Gough,  and 
the  Deritend  Society  were  requested  to  appoint  someone 
to  fill  the  place  of  Mr.  Tallis.  The  reports  from  the 
divisional  committees  were  in  every  way  satisfactory ; 
no  cases  requiring  assistance  were  reported.  The 
secretary  informed  tne  meeting  that  the  late  smoking 
concert  "had  been  a financial  success.  The  impoi-tant 
matter  of  having  the  rules  of  the  society  printed  on 
large  sheets  of  cardboard  was  decided  upon,  and  the 
secretary  was  instructed  to  get  sixty  copies  printed  aiid 
circulated,  so  that  they  could  be  hung  up  in  the  club- 
rooms  in  a prominent  place,  so  that  those  persons  who 
were  not  identified  with  the  society  could  see  the 
benefits  offered  to  the  members.  Nothing  under  the 
heading  of  general  business  being  brought  forward,  the 
meeting  came  to  a close. 

Pike  have  been  on  the  run  at  Pershore  last  week,  and 
some  very  decent  fish  Lave  been  taken  by  Mr.  J. 
Mealing,  the  host  of  the  Ship  Inn,  and  Mr.  Willis,  of 
Redditch.  In  one  day’s  fishing  these  gentlemen  took 
about  .501b.  weight  of  pike,  the  largest  weighing  lOHi.  ; 
they  followed  this  up  by  taking  five  more,  which  averaged 
about  tub.  each.  Since  then  the  fish  have  been  very 
quiet.  There  are  a great  number  of  pike  in  the  Avon, 
near  to  Pershore,  and  anyone  visiting  this  place  will  do 
well  to  call  at  the  Ship  inn,  lyhero  good  accommodation 
can  be  had  and  information  given.  ... 

The  weather  round  and  about  Birmingham  has 
changed,  and  we  are  now  face  to  face  with  winter.  We 
have  had  some  very  sharp  frosts  and  a little  snow,  with 
a cold  north-east  wind  blowing.  This  will  put  an  end  to 
the  bottom  fishers’  sport  for  a time.  Still,  in  spite  of 
this,  I hear  that  two  great  matches  are  on  the /npi.-'. 
One  is  for  a large  stake  between  F.  Sabin  and  W^  Smith  ; 
the  terms  of  the  match  are  to  fish  for  roach  only,  the  one 
taking  the  larger  number  to  win.  These  two  fishermen 
are  champions  at  pimping,  but  the  weather  will  be 
against  them  taking  any  large  numbers  of  fish.  Mr.  0. 
Wainwright  is  the  referee,  and  the  match  will  be  fished 
in  one  of  the  canals  on  Monday  next.  The  second 
match  is  between  Mr.  H.  Willis,  of  Eedditch,  and  Mr. 
C.  Wainwright,  of  Birmingham.  Both  to  fish  lor  roach, 
tlie  one  taking  the  greater  weight  to  bo  declared  the 
winner.  This  contest  will  be  fished  in  the  Avon,  Mr. 
Wainwright  to  have  the  choice  of  six  places  that  can 
be  got  at  from  Redditch.  Both  these  matches  are 
exciting  great  interest,  as  all  the  parties  have  great 
reputations  for  canal  and  river  fishing. 

Official  Notices. 

A special  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Anglir^ 
Association  will  be  held  on  Thursday  evening  next,  Nov.  J, 
at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield,  tor  the 
purpose  of  electing  tbe  chief  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year.  Chair  taken  at  8.30  prompt. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Angling 
Association  will  be  held  at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel, 
Smithfield,  Birmingham,  on  Saturday  evening  next, 
Nov.  11,  when  the  whole  of  committee  work  during  the 
past  year  will  be  placed  before  the  meeting,  together 
with  the  accounts  and  auditors’  reports.  The  election 
of  officers  and  committee  will  also  take  place.  Chair 
taken  at  .5,30  prompt.  For  further  information  apply 
C.  White,  12,  Tenby-street  North,  Birmingham. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Chill  November’s  surly  blasts,  that  make  fields  and 
forests  bare,  are  now  upon  us,  after  a brief  spell  of 
sharp  frost.  Angling  for  the  time  being  is  quiet  in 
Westmoreland , and  salmon  and  trout  rods  and  tackle 
will  shortly  have  to  be  put  aside,  and  only  those  who 
care  to  lure  the  pike  will  find  much  pleasure  in  matters 
piscatorial.  Very  little  has  been  done  during  the  past 
few  days,  and  but  for  an  oversight  last  week  there 
would  not  be  much  to  put  on  record.  Mention  should 
have  been  made  in  our  last  notes  that  the  Bune  was 
affording  good  sport  amongst  the  salmon.  We  may 
state  briefly  that  Mr.  E.  Dover,  of  Sedhergh,  who 
landed  a good  fish  of  171b.,  and  Mr.  J.  Lund,  head 
keeper  to  C.  W.  Wilson,  Esq.,  of  Rignaden  Park,  who 
had  two  of  17-Uh.  and  lC|lb.  respectively,  were  amongst 
the  most  successful  anglers.  The  season  closes  generally 
on  the  14th  inst.  , ^ i j 

The  continuous  rains  still  keep  the  Cumberland 
rivers  too  high  for  successful  fishing,  but  notwithstand- 
ing, a few  good  fish  have  been  taken  with  bait.  Mr. 
Jas.  Pollock  had  three,  averaging  18^1b. ; Mr.  J . 
Waite  one,  20|lb.  Others  having  had  one  or  more  are 
Mr.  S.  Lawson,  Mr.  J.  Newman,  Mr.  D.  Bowe,  and  Mr. 
M.  Thompson.  Mr.  Jos.  Pollock,  of  Cockermouth.  while 
on  a visit  to  Annan,  had  a nice  salmon  of  201b.,  and  lost 
two  or  three  others.  At  Keswick  Mr.  J.  Stanley  had 
two,  221b.  and  (lib.  respectively.  Others  had  smaller 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  early  but  severe  frosts  of  the  past  few  days  have 
militated  against  anything  like  good  sport,  especially  in 
land-locked  waters,  many  of  which  have  been  coated 
with  a thin  covering  of  ice.  On  Oct.  27  the  Btmrd  of 
the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  held  a meeting  at  the  1 al- 
staff  Hotel,  Manchester,  and  adopted  a scheme  for  the 
contemplated  club  challenge  shield.  Full  particulars 
will  be  forthcoming  shoi'tly,  and  will  he  supplied  to  all 
clubs  who  may  care  to  have  them  ; in  tho^  meantime  it  is 
necessary  for  intending  competitors  to  fish  a match  in 
the  canal  in  order  to  be  entitled  to  send  a team. 

Moss  Side  Socials  have  again  added  to  their  stock 
during  the  past  week  some  king:  carp  and  tench.  At 
the  annual  dinner  of  this  society  it  was  announced  that 
Dr.  Chapman  had  signified  his  intention  of  giving  a special 
prize  for  roach  fishing,  presumably  for  the  finest  speci- 
men fish.  During  the  past  few  days  twenty-five  tench, 
averaging  31b.  each,  have  been  supplied  by  Mr.  Fold,  of 
Caistor,  to  the  Kingfisher  Angling  Society,  and  very 
fine  fish  they  are.  They  will  be  placed  in  one  of  the 
new  reservoirs  recently  acquired  by  this  society. 
Rumour  is  busy  with  a projected  course  of  lectures  tor 
working  men  by  working  men,  to  he  delivered  in 
Chester,  but  nothing  definite  is  yet  announced.  'The 
first  experiment  in  this  line  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  city 
was  a coiispiciioiis  failure  in  point  of  attendance, 
from  an  educational  point  of  view,  was  of  a very  high 
order.  Mr.  John  B.aldwin,  the  president  of  the  Palatine 
Angling  Society,  has  resigned  his  office.  Steps  are 
being  taken  iu  Manchester  to  arrange  a series  of 
“smokers”  during  the  coming  winter  ; la.st  winter  the 
same  thing  was  attempted  and  a beginning  inade  at  the 
Globe  Inn,  Bury-street,  Salford,  and  there  it  ended,  tor 
little  or  no  interest  was  taken  in  the  venture,  d^pite 
the  energetic  efforts  of  Mr.  W.  R.  Hawkes.  From 
Bolton  again  comes  the  report  of  progress.  Lately  several 
attempts  have  been  made  by  outsiders  to  create  dis- 
affection ill  the  ranks,  happily  without  doing  any  harm , 
for  to-day  the  association  stands  firmer  than  ever,  and 
the  federation  is  likely  to  he  strengthened  by  the 
addition  of  half-a-dozen  more  clubs,  which  have  applied 
for  membership.  . 

Prosperity  still  attends  Mr.  Hall  and  his  merry  men 
at  Stalybridge,  and  before  next  summer  arrives,  this 
powerful  amalgamation  will  be  in  a sound  position  both 
financially  and  as  regards  fishing,  in  addition  to  which 
the  membership  roll  will  be  very  strong. 


a rise  ; the  fish  cannot  be  tempted  to  look  at  a spinning 
worm,  and  only  odd  roach  and  dace  are  secured  by  the 
tight-floating  system.  The  fact  is  the  water  has  grown 
stale,  and  bottom-fishers  cannot  hope  to  enjoy  sport  until 
a substantial  change  has  taken  place. 

At  Shardlow  a few  lots  of  dace  have  been  got  with  the 
maggot,  and  the  Derby  contingent  have  bagged  some 
choice  roach  with  the  same  kind  of  bait  in  the  Willing- 
ton  and  Foremark  lengths.  j 

At  W^eston,  Mr.  J.  Sylvester  has  killed  halt  a dozen 
pike,  largest  5^1b.,  with  the  trolling  bait,  and  these  fish 
have  been  running  freely  on  most  sections  of  the  Trent. 
One  of  2.51b.  is  reported  to  have  been  caught  in  Sutton 
reservoir  by  Mr.  Greeiihalgh,  of  Mansfield. 

Sport  continues  indifferent  at  such  handy  places  as 
Wilford,  Clifton,  and  Barton,  and  there  is  nothing  at  all 
doing  at  Trent  Lock. 

Sawley  is  being  extensively  fished  by  the  subscribers 
from  Derby,  but  none  are  reported  to  have  caught  many 
fish  throughout  October. 

Salmon  fishing  with  the  rod  closed  for  the  season  on 
Tuesday,  and  a worse  has  seldom  been  experienced. 
When  the  fish  should  have  ascended  the  river  they  were 
prevented  by  the  low  state  of  the  water.  Several  are 
still  “ quartered”  in  the  rapid  run  below  King’s  Mills 
weirs,  and  on  Friday,  Mr.  T.  Wood,  the  lessee,  hooked 
one  of  them.  As  a rod  fisher  he  has  taken  more  during 
the  season  than  the  whole  of  the  Trent  salmon  anglers 
combined,  and  he  has  not  landed  more  than  seven. 

I have  almost  daily  bagged  some  very  fine  chub  with 
greaves,  and  so  long  as  the  Trent  remains  in  its  present 
condition,  anglers  may  rely  on  meeting  with  sport  hy 
the  use  of  it.  The  secret  of  success  is  to  fish  your  swim 
a long  way  down,  occasionally  varying  the  depth  of  your 
tackle,  and  actually  allowing  it  to  drag  on  the  bottom, 
and  in  giving  the  fish  the  stuff  to  chop  it  as  fine  as  mince- 
meat. Don’t  remain  too  long  in  one  place,  and  have  a 
good  supply  of  baits  at  command.  These  should  be 
selected  before  starting,  and  so  saving  a good  deal  of 
time  at  the  river’s  side.  


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  weather  has  been  highly  favourable  for  trolling 
this  week.  The  atmosphere  has  been  frosty,  with  cold 
winds,  but  the  well-wrapped-up  pike-fisher  has  had  some 
invigorating  sport.  The  waters  are  yet  very  low  owing 
to  the  absence  of  rain,  and,  with  this  exception,  trolling 
is  now  getting  at  its  best.  Patrons  of  the  Welland,  the 
Witham,  the  Forty-foot,  and  the  Glen,  have  all  done 
exceptionally  well.  From  the  waters  of  tho  foiinei,  in 
the  Deeping  district,  Mr.  Law  has  captured  several 
pike,  one  of  which  turned  the  lieam  at  121b.  Other  good 
ones — including  a nine-pounder — have  fallen  to  the  rod  of 
Mr.  (.ireen.  Numerous  trollers  have  been  at  work  at  the 
riverside  stations  between  Boston  and  Ijincoln,  where 
there  is  some  very  fine  pike  fishing  on  the  Witham. 
One  gentleman,  on  Monday,  landed  five  fish  in  a couple 
of  hours,  weighing  in  the  aggregate  311b.  Reports  from 
the  drains  in  the  Spalding  district  show  that  some  re- 
markable siiort  was  had  during  the  recent  mild  weather. 
Mr  J.  Perry,  of  London,  who  has  been  on  a visit  to  his 
father.  Dr.  Perry,  of  Spalding,  made  sixteen  visits  to 
the  Glen  and  the  various  drains  at  Bode  Hole,  and 
brought  home  1113  fish,  principally  roach.  The  weight 
would  be  considerably  more  than  2001b. 

Owing  to  the  exceptionally  cold  weather  there  has 
been  very  little  bottom  fishing  since  Saturday. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

A conversation  I had  this  week  with  a leading  rail- 
way official  demonstrates,  as  very  little  else  coulffi  the 
great  hold  angling  has  upon  the  working  men  of  Sheffield , 
and  the  great  extent  to  which  it  is  followed  as  an  art 
and  recreation.  A few  figures  given  me  by  the  official  in 
question  are  full  of  interest.  During  the  season— that 
is,  from  June  Ifi  to  the  middle  of  October — something 
like  120  special  trip  trains  were  run  from  Sheffield  down 
into  Nottinghamshire  and  Lincolnshire,  with  a few- 
further  afield  into  Cambridgeshire,  this  being  at  the 
rate  of  something  like  six  trips  per  week.  In  round 
fio-ures  40,000  tickets  were  issued  hy  these  trains.  By 
this  I do  not  mean  that  40,000  individual  anglers  left 
Sheffield  by  these  trains.  A great  many  fishermen  have 
journeyed  into  Lincolnshire  week  after  week,  one  ardent 
soul  I know  having  “ tripped  ” it  every  week  but  one 
during  the  period  named.  Others,  too,  have  taken  their 
wives  and  families  with  them,  so  that  the  number  of 
actual  fishermen  who  have  availed  themselves  of  the 
“ specials  ” may  be  taken,  in  round  figures,  at  a point 
half  way  between  12,000  and  15,000.  For  a manufac- 
turing centre,  twenty  miles  at  least  from  a fishable 
stream,  this  is  by  no  means  bad.  If  it  were  possible  to 
estimate  the  amount  of  good  done  to  these  people  by 
their  excursions  into  the  country,  the  beneficial  influence 
of  the  fresh  air  and  change  of  scenery  and  surroundings, 
with  the  effect  upon  their  moral  nature  of  their  pursuit 
of  the  “contemplative  man’s  recreation,”  it  would 
represent  such  a value  that  the  most  advanced  apostle  of 
utilitarianism  would  never  begrudge  them  their  outlay, 
but  commend  them  for  the  sacrifices  made  in  many  cases 
to  enable  them  to  do  it.  The  latter  half  of  the  summer 
has  brought  with  it  great  distress  and  privation,  and 
many  a luxury  and  necessity  has  had  to  he  foregone  to 
allow  of  the  much-prized  excursion  being  made. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

Some  heavy  salt  tides  that  came  up  the  T are  on 
Thursday  and’  Friday  last  have  driven  the  pike  into  the 
upper  reaches,  and  on  to  Rockland  and  Surlingham 
Broads,  so  that  it  is  now  useless  trying  for  them  below 
Rockland  Dyke.  Some  good  fish  have  been  taken  in  the 
upper  waters.  At  Brundall,  on  Thursday,  a 121b., and  on 
Tuesday  a L51b.  fish  were  taken  spinning. 

Till  the  tides  spoiled  the  roach  fishing  some  vei^  good 
sport  was  had  on  the  Yare.  One  gentleman,  Mr.  Sutton, 
jun.,  of  Norwich,  took  400  fish  in  one  wmek,  all  good 
ones,  several  being  well  over  Hb. 

The  Bure  has  yielded  several  lot.s  of  small  pike.  On 
Thursday  a party  of  five  gentlemen  took  twenty-one, 
and  on  Saturday  another  party  twenty-five  fish  of  small 
size,  near  St.  Benct’s  Abbey.  Some  of  the  broads  adja- 
cent to  the  Bure  are  now  fishing  well,  but  nothing 
heavier  than  81b. 

At  Barton  two  gentlemen  took  ten  pike,  largest  Jib., 
and  some  very^ood  catches  have  been  made  at  Heighain 
Sounds  and  Hickliiig  Broad.  , ^ . i 

Some  good  cod  have  been  taken  at  Gorleston 
Lowestoft  during  the  past  week.  One  of  15ilh.  and 
one  111b.  were  taken  at  Gorleston  pierhead  on  Saturday, 
with  mussels.  

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Angling  ill  onr  district  is,  jnst  now,  very  poor  indeed. 
The  river  is  still  running  in  very  low  volume,  and  is  in 
first-class  order  for  the  votaries  of  both  pike  and  c’j'ib  ; 
but  somehow  or  other  few  wielders  of  the  rod  have 
ventured  forth,  and  poor  takes  seem  to  bo  tho  rnle. 
Worm  fishing  is  a positive  failure,  and  will  be  pending 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

Winter  anglers,  whose  constitutions  will  permit  them 
to  brave  the  frosts  and  mists  of  raw  Novemb^,  will 
find  abundant  reward  in  the  excellent  sport  afforded 
thorn  by  the  pike,  both  in  the  Severn  itself  Md  m the 
numerous  meres  and  pools  in  the  locality.  Good  pike 
fishing  may  be  obtained  in  the  river  in  many  ta-voured 
spots  within  easy  distance  of  Shrewsbury,  biH  even 
better  captures  may  be  made  in  Bomere,  Betton, 
Sunderton,  Apley,  Walcot,  Oxon,  and  numerous  other 
sheets  of  water  in  the  county  of  Shropshire.  Most  of 
these  pools  are  hut  little  fished,  and  many  noble  pike 
lie  hidden  in  their  depths.  _ , . , -i 

Permission  to  fish  may  be,  in  most  instances,  easily 
obtained  from  the  owners  of  the  estates  on  which  they 
are  situated,  especially  if  such  permission  be  sought 
through  the  local  angling  institutions.  So  far  a,s  the 
Severn  and  its  tributaries  are  concerned,  the  quality  or 
winter  sport  all  round  is  first  class.  Pike  are  plentiful, 
perch  numerous  in  some  favoured  localities,  grayling 
fairly  abundant  on  a few  reaches  of  the  river  where  the 
bed  of  the  stream  is  suited  to  their  habits, 
freely  scattered  over  many  miles  of  water,  and  the 
logn-erheaded  chub  and  silvery  dace  are  also  very 
plentiful,  so  that  the  Shropshire  angler  may  consider 
himself  fortunate  in  the  variety  of  sport  offered  him. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Severn  is  now  down  to  its  winter  level,  and  in 
capital  condition  for  fishing.  The  roach  are  taking  the 
paste  and  red  worm  well,  and  some  good  chu^ave  been 
taken  with  the  blood  and  brains.  In  the  Tfme  some 
good  sport  has  been  had  among  the  grayling  -with  the 
maggot,  and  dace  have  taken  the  same  bait  well ; very 
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little  sport  has  been  bad  with  the  fly.  On  the  Avon, 
at  Doft'ord  and  Kokington,  capital  baskets  of  roach  have 
been  taken  with  the  fly,  and  in  this  river  and  the 
Severn  the  pike  are  well  on  the  feed — live  bait,  dead 
gorge,  and  the  artificial  minnow  being  eqtmlly  suc- 
cessful, but  the  fish  run  small. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Yorkshire  anglers  may  now  be  said  to  be  fairly  busy 
with  the  grayling.  During  the  past  few  days  some  good 
panniers  of  this  grand  winter  fish  have  been  taken  in 
the  Codbeck,  in  the  vicinity  of  Thirsk,  as  well  as  near 
the  iunction  of  that  stream  with  the  Swale.  The 
maggot  and  the  bramdling  have  proved  most  effective. 
Throughout  the  summer  only  small  catches  of  trout  have 
been  made  in  the  Codbeck,  but,  so  far,  the  grayling 
season  has  been  attended  with  much  success.  I have 
! also  heard  of  some  nice  fishing  in  the  Kirby  Moorside 
district,  especially  on  the  Dove  and  Hodge.  The  waters 
of  these  streams  are  well  stocked. 

The  Yore  and  Wharfe  have  also  yielded  fair  sport. 
On  these  rivers  the  Dark  October  Dun,  the  Crimson 
Tag,  and  the  Golden  Crow,  have  been  taking  very  well. 
Bottom  fishers  have  bad  considerable  sirccess  on  the  banks 
of  the  Derwent,  several  panniers  of  grayling,  roach, 
chub,  and  dace  having  been  secured  near  Kirkham.  A 
Stockton  angler  took  a very  nice  basket  of  sixteen 
barbel  from  the  Swale,  near  Catteriok,  the  other  day, 
which,  by  the  bye,  is  rather  noted  for  this  fish.  In  the 
Harrogate  district  matters  have  also  been  fairly  good. 
The  Ouse  at  York  has  been  rather  discoloured,  while  the 
Foss  is  still  in  a semi-putrid  state. 

' A York  citizen,  Mr.  E.  Allen,  of  Peasgate,  has 
received  two  large  pike  for  preservation.  One  of  them 
weighs  221b.,  and  was  caught  in  Lough  Shellin,  co. 
Westmeath,  Ireland,  on  Oct.  20  last,  by  Mr.  A.  N. 
Smith,  of  Doncaster.  The  second  one  is  still  larger. 
It  weighs  24ilb.,  and  was  taken  in  the  lake  at  Castle 
Howard,  by  Mr.  J.  Walker,  of  the  Lord  Nelson  Inn, 
Navigation-road,  York.  

FROM  IRELAND. 

KERRY. — It  has  been  raining  very  hard  throughout 
the  county  during  the  greater  part  of  the  past  week,  and 
all  the  rivers  are  now  in  a high  flood.  Salmon  and  trout 
are  now  running  up  from  the  lower  waters  to  the  spawning 
grounds  in  good  numbers,  and  in  the  spawning  reaches 
of  the  Cummeragh  and  Inny  rivers  the  spawning  fish 
are  reported  to  be  numerous.  From  other  rivers,  too, 
very  satisfactory  accounts  are  to  hand  regarding  the 
number  of  fish  that  have  been  ascending  to  the  spawn- 
ing bed  recently. 

Sir  Allan  Hornsby  (chairman)  and  Mr.  Cecil  Roche, 
Inspectors  of  Irish  Fisheries,  held  a meeting  on  Monday 
last  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  altering  the  close 
season  for  salmon  and  trout  in  the  district. 

The  sea  angling  along  the  Kerry  coast  has  been 
interrupted  for  a couple  of  days  by  bad  weather  and  a 
rough  sea.  Pollack  anglers  especially  did  very  well  at 
several  points,  notably  at  Waterville,  Valentia,  and 
Darrynane.  Bottom  fishers  also  did  fairly  well  along 
the  coast,  at  whiting,  gurnet,  and  bream,  but  the  fish, 
generally  speaking,  were  of  a small  size. 

NORTH  AND  WEST  OF  IRELAND.— Rivers  and 
Lakes. — On  Tuesday,  the  31st  ult.,  the  season  closed  on 
the  Bann  and  its  tributaries — the  Moyola,  Ballinderry, 
Maine,  Six-mile  Water,  Upper  Bann,  &c.  The  closing 
days  gave  fair  sport  on  the  Ballinderry,  the  heaviest 
trout  killed  being  one  of  Tjdb.  The  season  closed  on 
Tuesday  on  theLennan,  Buncrona,  Gweedore,  Gweebark, 
and  the  many  waters  of  the  Rosses,  Donegal,  with  fair 
sport ; and  on  the  Ballycastle,  Glenarm,  Glevarn,  and 
other  Antrim  rivers.  Previous  to  the  closing  of  the 
season  on  Gleneur  Lakes,  Sir  Edward  Harland,  M.P., 
Mr.  Palmer,  and  Mr.  Wynne  had  fair  salmon  and  trout 
fishing.  The  angling  season  terminated  on  the  Burris- 
hole,  Owengarve,  Glenamoy,  Ballyveery,  Ballycroy, 
Osvenduff,  the  Achill  rivers,  Easkey,  Cloonaghmore, 
Grange,  Cushea,  Doohulla,  Screeb,  Inver,  Ballinahinch, 
Errif,  Duress,  and  other  rivers  of  the  west.  The  first 
to  open  in  the  west  is  Sligo  river  on  New  Y'ear’s  Day. 


USEFUL  HINTS. 

When  fishing  in  ponds,  lakes,  meres,  canals,  or  in 
waters  where  there  is  no  stream,  the  depth  should  be 
earefully  taken  the  night  before,  or  when  ground-baiting, 
and  marked  on  the  rod,  or  by  measuring  the  distance 
from  the  plummet  to  the  cap  of  the  float  with  a piece  of 
cotton  or  string.  If  the  angler  prefers  the  bait  to  be 
within  touch  of  the  bottom,  the  better  plan  is  to  use  a 
self-cocking  float,  and  always  use  the  finest  possible 
tackle  in  clear  water  ; but  if  an  ordinary  float  be  em- 
ployed, and  the  novice  wishes  the  bait  to  lie  six  or  eight 
inches  on  the  bottom  (a  good  plan),  the  lowest  shot 
should  be  from  15in.  to  20in.  from  the  hook.  This  will 
neither  interfere  with  the  proper  cocking  of  the  float 
nor  with  the  angler  striking,  for,  from  the  moment  the 
fish  seizes  the  bait  to  the  indication  of  a bite,  the  re- 
sistance of  (at  most)  two  or  three  small  shots  is 
infinitesimal.  If  the  bottom  be  at  all  muddy,  then  the 
plummet  should  be  as  light  as  possible,  or  into  the  ooze 
it  will  sink,  and  when  this  is  known  to  be  the  case,  the 
depth  may  be  obtained  by  the  aid  of  a small  pellet  of 
bread  and  bran.  Should  it  drop  off  the  hook  before  the 
depth  is  obtained,  the  pellet  should  be  made  a little 
stiffer.  A piece  of  “tea  lead  ” from  a tea-chest,  or  lead 
wire,  similar  to  that  used  on  the  gut  in  Lea  fishing  (some 
use  nothing  else),  may  be  carefully  tied  round  the  bottom 
of  the  float,  to  make  it  cock  without  using  any  shots  on 
the  tackle,  and  painted  the  same  colour  as  the  float,  or, 
failing  this,  the  usual  self-cocking  float  sold  at  the 
tackle-shops  may  be  used. 


Gentles. — These  should  bo  kept  in  iflonty  of  damp  sand 
for  a few  days  in  an  earthenware  pan,  biscuit  tin,  or  tin 
pail,  in  a cellar,  or  any  dark,  cool  place,  when  they  will 
be  ready  for  use.  The  sides  of  the  pan  or  tin  should 
not  be  allowed  to  get  wot,  or  many  of  the  gentles  will 
make  their  escape.  They  should  be  kept  in  what  is 
termed  golden  sand.  This  sand,  which  should  be  damp,  is 
almost  as  fine  to  the  touch  as  barley-meal,  of  a deep  rich 
golden  colour,  and  they  will  live  in  it  for  days  with- 
out turning  into  the  chrysalis  state,  which  they  do  in 
a comparatively  short  time  if  exposed  to  tlie  sun — a 
practice  to  which  many  anglers  are  addicted — and  then 
wonder  the  gentles  change  colour.  It  is  a groat  mistake 
to  use  silver  sand,  as  it  over-scours  and  makes  them 
attenuated  .and  hard.  I have  repeatedly  seen  them  in 
this  state.  So  mtrch  for  sand.  The  finest  gentles  I ever 
saw  wore  obtained  from  the  best  rump  steak  and  a 
sheep’s  head,  and  kept  in  coarse  bran  : but  for  taking 
out  the  black  speck  or  “ saddle-back  ” near  the  head, 
and  scouring  them  until  perfectly  white,  give  me  the 
sand  mentioned  above  and  plenty  of  it. 

Floats — Weir/kt. — The  weight  floats  require  may  he 
arranged  and  tested  before  they  are  wound  on  the 
winder  for  final  use.  This  saves  the  beginner  con- 
siderable time  and  trouble  at  the  water-side.  If  he  has 
a four-line  winder,  with  lines  already  weighted  or  shotted 
for  roach,  perch,  bream,  tench,  &c  , so  much  the  better. 
A piece  of  cork  about  the  size  and  shape  of  a Ton(iuin 
bean  attached  to  the  line  may  sometimes  he  used  for 
fishing  swims,  within  easy  distance  from  the  side,  in 
smooth  clear  water  with  success,  near  patches  of  weeds, 
flags,  candocks,  &c.  ; the  angler  taking  great  care  to 
keep  out  of  sight,  and  to  be  as  stili  as  possible.  When 
the  bean-like  piece  of  cork  goes  under  or  runs,  strike 
gently. 

Hooks. — Never  use  long-shanked  hooks  (the  well  known 
crystal  roach  hooks  for  instance)  for  such  baits  as 
gentles,  cockspur,  or  small  worms,  small  pellets  of 
paste,  wheat  and  malt,  <fcc.i  A considerable  portion  of 
the  shank  is  certain  to  become  bare  in  a short  time,  and 
so  prevent  the  fish  from  biting.  I have  repeatedly  seen 
nearly  the  whole  shank  of  a crystal  hook  bare,  and  the 
small  worm,  gentles,  and  more  especially  a grain  of 
ci'ced  wheat,  dangling  from  the  bend  like  a kidney 
might  from  a butcher’s  hook  ; and  I have  an  idea  that 
no  fish  properly  constituted  would  be  stupid  enough  to 
bo  caught  under  such  absurd  conditions.  I may  just 
mention  in  passing,  that  when  fishing  with  gentles,  the 
last  one  put  on  the  hook  should  have  the  point  to  come 
through  the  skin  of  the  thick  or  tail  end,  and  the 
twirling  thin  or  head  end  to  hang  clear  of  the  hook. 
One  gentle  on  a No.  12  or  13  hook  will  often  do  the 
trick,  when  they  won’t  look  at  a bunch  of  gentles. 

Small  Hooks. — Use  as  small  hooks  as  possible.  They 
will  hook  a fish,  or  for  the  matter  of  that,  get  fast  into 
almost  anything,  much  quicker  than  large  hooks  ; they 
penetrate  sooner,  hold  very  fast,  and  pierce  the  Ups  of 
such  fish  as  trout,  perch,  chub,  barbel,  carp,  when  a 
large  hook  would  not.  For  instance,  the  other  day  I 
hooked  a 31b.  barbel  in  the  centre  of  the  top  lip  with  a 
No.  10  sueck-bend,  and  it  was  quite  a job  to  extract  it. 
I once  saw  four  splendid  chub,  all  caught  with  similar 
hooks,  going  to  be  set  up  with  the  tackle ; and  on 
several  occasions  I have  caught  good  perch  with  roich 
hooks.  If  the  novice  will  only  remember  not  to  allow 
slack  line  when  playing  a good  fish  on  a small  hook, 
provided  the  tackle  is  good  and  strong,  a fish  should 
seldom  escape.  Young  beginners  often  use  hooks  three 
times  too  big  for  the  fish  they  are  after,  and  it  goes 
without  saying,  that  the  smaller  the  hook  the  finer  the 
gut  should  be  ; for  a small  hook  on  thick,  coarse  gut  is 
not  to  he  thought  of.  This  must  cease,  or  I feel  some- 
thing dreadful  will  happen.  On  the  other  hand,  never 
use  a too  small  hook  for  too  large  a pellet  of  paste, 
with  the  hook  imbedded  in  the  centre,  instead  of  the 
point  just  protruding.  I have  seen  an  angler  fishing 
under  these  conditions  for  chub  with  cheese  paste 
miss  five  fish  out  of  six,  the  damson-like  pellet  being 
pulled  clean  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  chub,  without  the 
slightest  chance  of  hooking  the  fish  ; but  there  is  now 
no  occasion  for  this  to  be  your  fate.  Old  Hand. 


Sting  Rat  off  Margate. — Whilst  fishing  yesterday 
for  cod  and  whiting  about  four  miles  from  Margate,  off 
Kingsgato,  east  of  the  Longnose  Buoy,  my  friend, 
W.  Miller,  hooked  what  he  imagined  to  be  a heavy  cod  ; 
after  playing  him  for  about  ten  minutes,  old  Tom,  the 
boatman,  shouted  out,  “ It’s  a big  skate,  sir  ! ’’  and  soon 
after  made  his  gaff  fast  in  what  proved^  to  be  a large 
sting  ray.  He  hauled  the  horrid  thing  into  the  boat ; 
the  tail  looked  a most  formidable  weapon,  and  we  gave 
it  a wide  berth.  The  fish  would  weigh  about  3'31b.  Old 
Tom  informed  us  he  never  knew  of  one  being  caught  on 
a line  here;  but  I have  since  heard  that  a similar  fish 
was  taken  in  these  waters  a few  days  ago.  The  sea 
birds  are  interesting  to  watch  here,  guillemots,  divers, 
ducks,  gulls,  &c.,  frequently  passing  the  boat.  We 
were  fishing  four  hours,  and  secured  seven  score  whiting 
and  a few  pouting.— W.  B.  Cowles  (Margate,  Oct.  21). 

[ ft  is  fortunate  you  avoided  the  serrated  “ sting  ’’  of  the 
tail  ; its  wounds-  are  dangerous.  Day,  in  his  w'ork  on 
“ British  Fishes,’'  relates  that  he  had  to  amputate  the 
arm  of  a man  that  had  mortified  owing  to  a wound  from 
a sting  ray. — Ed.]— From  the  Field. 

To  Fry  Brook  Trout. — Clean  fish,  and  lot  tiiom  lie 
a few  minutes  wrapped  singly  in  a clean,  dry  towel  : 
season  with  pepper  and  salt  ; roll  in  corn  meal,  fry  in 
one-third  butter  and  two-thirds  lard  ; drain  on  sieve  and 
serve  hot. 

Dictionary  English. — A signboard  in  Switzerland 
reads:  “ Printing  hung  with  stage  coach.”  It  means: 
“ Printing  executed  with  diligence.” 


[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

“ One  of  the  charms  of  arujliny  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi- 
ment.”— T.  E.  Britt. 

SALMO  HUCHO,  OR  DANUBE  SALMON. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I have  received  the  following 
from  our  friend,  Blr.  Theodor  Schwann,  Bavarian  Hotel, 
Mcmmingen,  B.ivaria  : — 

“ Dear  Sir, — It  may  interest  you  to  know  that  on 
Oct.  25  I caught  and  forwarded  to  Dr.  Giinther,  for  the 
Natural  History  Department  of  the  South  Kensington 
Museum,  another  .301b.  h nchen.  The  last  sent  to  him 
was  spoilt  by  a taxidermist  in  Darmstadt.” 

Mr.  Schwann  has  already  presented  a large  specimen 
of  the  Salino  hncho  to  the  Piscatorial  Society,  and 
another  to  the  Fly-Fishers’  Club,  which  have  been  set 
up  by  Cooper  in  his  best  style,  being  the  only  specimens 
known  in  London. 

Now  why  should  not  we  have  those  fish  in  t’ne  Thames  ? 
I have  mooted  this  question  before,  but  have  been  met 
with  grandmotherly  replies.  It  is  not  so  destructive 
as  a pike,  because  the  young  of  these  species 
will  take  a worm  The  fish  itself  is  nice  to 
eat  and  commands  a good  price,  besides  it  is  so 
exciting  to  have  such  a fish  on  your  line.  If  I were  a 
younger  man,  I would  have  accepted  Mr.  Schwann’s 
repeated  invitation,  and  then  I could  have  brought 
some  small  specimens  away  with  me  and  placed  them  in 
the  Thames.  You  may  catch  a lot  of  barbel  or 
Brougham’s  babies,  but  who  eats  them  ? Now  here  is 
a sporting  fish,  which  grows  to  a salmon  size  and  is  an 
inland  fish,  not  more  destructive  than  a Thames  trout, 
and  far  less  than  a ferocious  pike.  What  siy  you, 
brother  anglers,  will  anyone  assist  an  Ancient  of  the 
T.A  P.S.,  and  the  President  of  the  Piscatorial  Society, 
to  introduce  the  Danube  salmon  to  the  Thames  1 As 
we  may  never  expect  a return  of  Salmo  salar  to  the 
Thame.s,  why  not  introduce  the  other  fellow,  Salmo 
hncho? — I am,  &c.,  T.  R.  Sachs. 

TO  DYE  HACKLES. 

Sir, — I have  to  thank  you  for  your  answer  to  my 
letter  of  last  week.  May  I farther  inquii’e  if  you  can 
give  me  a good  recipe  for  dying  hackles — the  process 
through  which  the  feathers  should  go,  and  how  the  dye 
should  be  applied  1 — I am,  &c.,  W.  Payne  Collier. 

[Dissolve  loz.  of  alum  in  a quart  of  soft  water 
(boiling),  place  hackles  in  earthenware  basin  and  pour 
liquor  over  them;  let  them  remain  for  several  hours; 
take  them  out  and  rinse  in  cold  water.  This  will  clean 
the  feathers  and  will  act  as  a fixing  bath.  Use  “ Craw- 
shaw’s  ” dyes  to  die  the  feathers  or  fur.  Put  a small 
quantity  of  dye  into  a basin,  it  is  impossible  to  state  the 
exact  quantity,  but  it  is  better  to  err  on  the  safe  side  ; 
put  in  a few  grains  only,  then  add  more  if  necessary. 
Now  pour  boiling  water  over  the  dye,  stir  until  dissolved 
with  a clean  piece  of  wood  : add  the  feathers,  and  keep 
up  the  heat  by  placing  the  basin  in  a saucepan  contain- 
ing water,  on  the  fire,  for  a few  minutes,  stirring 
continually.  Add  a tablesp>oontul  of  vinegar  to  a quart 
of  water.  When  the  dye  gets  cold,  take  t’ne  feathers 
and  rinse  them  in  a little  warm  soap  and  water  ; after- 
wards in  clean  cold  water  ; straighten  them  on  a tray, 
and  set  them  before  the  fire  to  dry.  It  is  a troublesome 
job,  and  requires  practice  before  you  get  the  right 
shades.  In  making  a dye  bath  you  should  note  the 
quantity  of  dye  used  ; then  lolacesome  different  coloured 
natural  feathers  in  with  the  white  ones,  and  note  the 
result.  You  will  soon  find  how  to  get  the  required 
shades  of  brown,  brown-olive,  &c.  Capt.  Hale’s  work, 
“How  to  Tie  Salmon  Flies”  (Sampson  Low,  Marston, 
and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane), 
will  be  found  very  useful,  as  it  gives  all  one  requires 
except  experience.]  

NORFOLK  FISHING. 

Sir, — I beg  to  ask  the  favour  of  another  word  on 
this  subject.  I know  “ Templar  ” has  “ no  wish  to  crab 
Norfolk  fishing,”  and  I am  vei’y  glad  that  the  question 
has  been  taken  up,  for  the  reason  that  so  many  people 
arc  disappointed  with  the  sport  they  get  in  these 
waters.  It  is  not,  however,  because  the  fish  “ run 
small,  for  the  most  part  below  Tin.”  in  our  rivers,  but 
because  of  their  want  of  knowledge  of  the_  way  and 
where  to  fish  that  so  much  dissatisfaction  arises.  M^". 
Christopher  Davies,  in  his  article  on  Norfolk  Broad 
and  River  Fishing  in  the  Badminton  series,  says,  " The 
takes  are  not  counted  by  the  pound  or  by  number,  but 
by  the  stone.  Yet  it  is  a curious  fact  that  while  sport 
of  such  a character  is  enjoyed  by  the  native  angler  and 
by  those  visitors  who  have  learned  the  ways  ot  the 
natives,  strangers  coming  down,  hoivecer  skilful  anglers 
they  mail  he,  have  but  indifferent  sport.  This  is  due 
chiefly  to  ignorance  of  the  best  places  to  fish  under 
different  conditions  of  wind,  weather  and  file,  Ac.” 

I am  sorry  I am  the  first  person  “Templar”  over 
“ heard  say  that  roach  in  Norfolk  ran  a good  average 
size,”  but  it  is  quite  correct  nevertheless.  I have 
fished  at  Oulton  some  years  ago,  and  had  good  sport, 
but  the  immense  amount  of  yachting  of  late  years  has 
somewhat  spoiled  the  fishing  there  as  at  Wroxham. 
“Templar”  is  right  in  saying  that  the  best  roach 
fishing  is  on  the  rivers  and  not  in  the  broads.  Th.at  is 
one  reason  why  small  fish  are  taken  at  and  near  VVrox- 
ham,  because  the  string  of  broads  adjoining  the  river 
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there  are  the  nurseries  of  the  fish,  which  flock  out  in 
shoals  into  the  river. 

In  conclusion,  I assumed  “ Templar  had  bad  sport, 
because  he  said  from  “his  own  experience’’  he  drew 
his  conclusions,  as  well  as  from  “ the  inquiries  he  made. 

Thanking  you  in  anticipation  of  your  inserting  this, 
and  also  “Templar”  for  having  brought  forward  a 
matter  which,  having  been  treated  at  such  length  by 
him,  will  cause  stranger  anglers  to  have  better  sport  in 
Norfolk. — I am,  *tc.,  A.  J.  Rudd. 

gjjj  —Apropos  of  “ Templar’s  ” remarks  in  last  week’s 
Gazelle  replying  to  Mr.  Rudd’s  letter  in  the  preceding 
issue  I should  like,  as  one  fishing  the  Norfolk  waters 
for  the  first  time,  to  record  my  experience.  During  the 
latter  part  of  September  I had  some  ton  days’  roach 
fishing  on  the  Yaro  at  Buckenham,  with  Mascon,  a well- 
known  Norwich  fisherman.  Our  total  catch  amounted  to 
a little  under  20  stone— biggest  fish  11b.  Voz.  All  under- 
sized fish,  with  the  exception  of  a few  kept  for  bait, 
were  returned.  No  great  things,  perhaps  “ Templar  ” 
will  say  ; but,  after  all,  everything  is  relative,  and  my 
own  idea  is  that,  provided  the  spot  is  well  selected,  as 
“ Templar’’  says,  one  is  likely  to  do  better,  both  as  to 
size  and  number,  in  the  Norfolk  rivers— at  any  rate  so 
far  as  the  Yare  is  concerned— than  in  the  Thames.  I 
should  like  to  add,  though  this  is  beside  the  question  at 
issue,  that  the  relative  cost  of  fishing  here  and  in  the 
Thames  is  much  in  favour  of  the  former. — I am,  &c., 
C. 


FISHING  ON  THE  COLNE. 

Sir, — My  friend  and  I have  been  wandering  around 
Drayton  bent  on  fishing,  but  have  to  record  very  small 
returns  ; but  as  wo  were  coming  home,  the  other  Sunday, 
some  gentlemen  got  into  the  train  and  spoke  about 
fishing,  and  also,  to  our  groat  surprise,  showed  some 
fine  roach,  and  when  questioned  about  it,  said  they  had 
come  from  the  Colne.  Now,  wo  should  very  much  like 
some  information  about  the  Colne,  as  wo  have  seen  some 
of  the  water,  but  have  been  told  that  they  are  private 
waters,  and  you  have  to  get  permission.  Could  you  tell 
us  where  to  get  the  ticket,  or  where  we  could  buy  a 
season  ticket,  or  whieh  is  the  free  part  of  the  water  to 
fish  1 — We  are,  &c.,  J.  and  W.  F. 

! The  only  part  of  the  Colne  with  which  we  are  acquainted 
is  the  free  iiortion,  extending  from  the  Trout  and 
Chequers  at  West  Drayton  to  Lord  Arthur  Kerr’s  mill, 
close  to  the  canal.  Anglers’  Associa'ion’s  water.  There 
is  also  another  part  just  above  Kerr’s,  called  the  Tin 
Pot  River,  which  is  considered  very  good,  and  in  which 
we  have  seen  some  capital  lota  of  roach,  although  we  have 
never  fished  for  them ; and  then  there  is  Uxbridge 
Moor  still  further  on,  which  is  considered  very  good, 
especially  for  trout,  in  the  season.  As  far  as  our 
knowledge  goes  nearly  all  other  parts  are  either  private 
or  rented,  and  on  the  private  parts  permission  is  not 
very  easy  to  obtain.  The  Thorney  Weir  Fishery  (sub- 
scription, we  believe,  3 guineas)  is  considered  one  of  the 
best  parts  of  the  Colne,  and  where  they  get  good  takes 
of  roach  at  times,  and  occasional  specimens  up  to  21b.] 


SEA  FISHING  AT  DEAL. 

Sir, — I fully  agree  with  your  correspondent,  Mr. 
Clarke,  in  his  remarks  about  the  fishing  off  Deal  Pier, 
and  it  occurred  to  me  while  on  a visit  there  in  September 
lust,  that  something  should  be  done  for  the  better- 
accommodation  of  anglers.  I went  on  the  pier  for  an 
hour’s  fishing  and  was  surprised  at  the  number  of  people 
there  other  than  anglers,  a number  that  visibly  in- 
creased whenever  a fish  was  taken,  and  they  showed 
their  appreciation  by  crowding  round  the  fortunate 
angler’s  elbows  and  offering  him  good  advice  “gratis,” 
in  fact  everything  ba  r allowirg  him  to  land  his  fish.  If 
the  fishing  has  proved  so  remunerative  as  to  warrant 
the  proprietors  forming  themselves  into  a Limited 
Liability  Company,  surely  they  will  do  something  to 
further  the  interests  of  a body  of  men  who  have  brought 
so  much  coin  to  their  coffers.  I suggest  that  the  bottom 
stage  should  be  closed  to  the  promenading  public  one 
tide  during  the  day,  if  practicable ; that  will  allow 
anglers  to  prosecute  their  sport  for  a time  in  peace. 
That  something  definite  will  have  to  be  done  for  their 
better  accommodation  and  that  quickly,  if  Deal  is  to 
hold  its  popularity  as  a fishing  resort,  is  the  opinion  of 
“Isis.” 


DETACHABLE  SHOTS. 

Sir, — I enclose  for  your  and  Mr.  Tod’s  inspection 
some  sinkers  I find  easier  to  put  off  and  on  than  split 
shot.  I can  do  all  that  is  necessary  to  them  with  my 
finger  and  thumb  nails.  They  also  do  not  bruise  the  gut 
as  do  split  shot.  With  better  appliances  than  I have, 
of  course,  a much  better  looking  article  could  lie  turned 
out,  though  I doubt  if  a much  more  useful  one.— I am, 
,ic..  Bittern. 

The  above  letter,  with  samples  of  sinkers,  was  sent  to 
Mr.  Tod,  who  has  kindly  replied  as  follows  : — 

Sir, — I had  just  concluded,  and  was  on  the  very  eve 
of  posting,  a letter  to  Mr.  Walbran,  with  six  different 
plans  of  adding  a shot  when  necessary,  in  a manner  to 
render  it  easy  to  take  it  off  and  put  it  on  again,  when  I 
had  “ Bittern’s  ’’  letter,  and  the  sinkers  he  was  kind 
enough  to  send  you  for  my  inspection. 

Mr.  Walbran.  if  need  be,  will  tell  yon  that  my  last 
idea  was  so  like  “Bittern’s”  that  the  difference  i.s 
“ neither  here  nor  there  for  honour  ! ” 

I got  the  smallest  sized  ledger  lead  sold,  with  u.sual 
hole  in  the  centre,  and  with  a small  fret  saw  1 sawed  a slit 
into  the  centre  hole  (see  Fig.  A).  I had  two  ideas-  the 
first  was  to  plug  the  hole  up  with  a wooden  peg,  having 
first  fixed  the  gut  line  inuler  it ; but  I found  that  I could 


readily  squeeze  the  slit  made  with  the  fret  saw  to- 
gether with  my  finger  and  thumb  (and  a small  iiair  of 
pliers  could  be  so  easily  carried  in  one’s  book  for  the 
purpose),  and  I added  these  closing  words,  “ A knife  blade 
I fancy  would  open  it  easily  when  required,  and  if  this 
in  practice  should  be  found  to  work,  it  is  the  simplest, 
and  therefore  the  liest,  of  the  lot.” 

“ Bittern’s  ” sinker  appears  to  be  a piece  of  lead  wire 


turned  round  till  it  makes  a circle  (Figs.  B and  C).  It 
looks  like  a shot  with  a hole  drilled  through  it,  and 
then  .split  into  the.  hole,  the  sides  of  the  shot  being  filed 
off.  Whatever  it  is,  I consider  it  is  a very  simple  and 
excellent  plan,  and  I will  give  it  a trial.  Mr.  Walbran 
possibly  may  approve  of  one  of  my  own  six  plans  ; but 
“ Bittei-n’s  ” has  been  in  use,  and  tliis-  means  much  to — 
Y^ours,  &c.,  E.  M.  Tod. 

INTERCHANGEABLE  SHOT. 

Sir, — Within  a few  hours  of  sending  off'  my  letter  to 
you  on  the  above  subject,  I invented  a still  simpler 
method  than  the  one  proposed. 

It  is  this  : Use  double  grooved  shot,  of  various  sizes  for 
interchange  (see  “ section,”)  and  place  shot  inside  loop 


of  an  ordinary  “ fisherman's  draw  knot,”  and  tighten 
up  in  the  usual  way.  It  is  at  once  secure,  but  can,  by 
pulling  knot  asunder,  allow  of  an  exchange  of  shot  in 
the  course  of  two  or  three  seconds.  I think  jou  will 
agree  with  me  that  this  is  about  simplicity  itself.-  I am, 
&c.,  H.  S.  Harland. 


Sir, — I notice  your  correspondent  (H.  S.  Harland)  in 
last  week’s  Gazelte  gives  a very  simple  scheme  for 
adjusting  shots  to  the  line.  I have  tried  it  myself,  and 
find  no  objection  to  it.  But  the  plan  I have  adopted  for 
some  time  now,  and  several  of  ray  club  men  do  the  same, 
is  to  use  ordinary  dril  ed  shots,  of  whatever  size  is 


required,  and  with  a piece  of  the  very  finest  copper 
wire  it  is  possible  to  procure,  I thread  on  as  many 
shots  as  are  required,  and  just  turn  the  end  of  the  wire 
two  or  three  times  round  the  line  to  secure  it.  I then 
cut  off  the  ends  of  the  wire  with  my  knife  or  a pair  of 
scifsors,  and  find  it  much  easier  than  the  plan  previously 
spoken  of  by  Mr.  Harland. — I am,  &c., 

H.  Jenkins  (Nottingham). 


SINKERS  UE  WORM  FISHING  IN  CLEAR  WATER. 

Sir, — On  perusing  the  letter  of  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  in 
Fishhiy  Gazelte  of  Oct.  21,  and  the  subsequent  cor- 
respondence ('ll  the  same  subject,  I am  reminded  of  a 
small  matter  when  sea  fishing  some  time  since.  I re- 
(juired  a light  weight  near  the  bait  in  addition  to  the 
sinker  on  the  line,  and  only  having  some  sheet  lead 
near  at  hand,  I cut  off  a small  portion  and  pinched 
it  ■■<ail(Ue  fashion  on  the  gut  ; it  answered  the 
purpose  very  well,  and  was  removed  without  any 
difficulty.  As  it  appears  to  me  that  Mr.  Tod  inerel.y  re- 
quires a suggestion  of  some  simple  arrangement  of  this 
(iescription,  by  which  a weight  can  be  quickly  attached 
and  as  easily  removed,  without  any  damage  being 
caused  to  the  gut  line,  I enclose  a piece  of  lead  cut 


from  a sheet  lead  plummet  and  placed  on  gut,  which,  in 
my  humble  opinion,  meets  the  necessity  of  the  case.  The 
lead  can  be  closed  either  with  or  without  pliers,  and  a 
circular  piece  is  easily  cut  by  first  placing  a coin  upon 
the  lead  and  using  a pair  of  scissors  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  lead  is  then  folded,^  and  may  be 
fashioned  into  the  shape  required,  i e.,  long,  short,  deep, 
or  shallow.  A supply  of  the  saddle  leads  of  different 
sizes  could  bo  easily  carried,  and  I feel  sure  they  would 
prove  useful  in  deep  water  when  using  a small  spinner 
such  as  the  “hog  back  spoon”  supplied  by  Messrs. 
Farlow.— I am,  &c.,  “ Portsmouth  Waltonian.” 


WORM  FISHING  IN  CLEAR  WATER. 

Sir,— The  interesting  and,  I may  say,  very  instructive 
controversy  which  is  now  being  carried  on  in  your 
columns  re  “Worm  Fishing  in  Clear  Water,”  &o.,  has 
brought  out  some  very  ingenious  ideas  for  weighting 
the  line  without  pinching  the  shots.  It  has  frequently 
been  my  experience  that  when  I have  been  broken  up — 
either  with  a monster  roach  or  bream,  or  from  any  other 
cause — that  the  line  invariably  breaks  at  the  shots. 
Now  an  old  device  of  mine  (and  one  which  is  in  vogue 
with  a great  many  London  anglers)  is  to  take  a piece 
of  a plummet,  one  of  those  which  roll  up,_  and  cut  a 
square  out  with  my  scissors.  I then  pinch  it  across  my 
line,  and  find  it  answer  very  well.  Perhaps  it  may  be 
worth  your  publishing.  If  so  I shall  be  glad. — I am, 
,tc.,  J.  Weldon. 

[The  suggestion  of  “Portsmouth  Waltonian”  and 
J.  Weldon  being  so  nearly  alike  the  only  difference 
being  that  the  former  uses  the  circular  (which  appears 
to  bo  the  best)  and  the  latter  the  square  lead— the 
above  engraving  shows  the  two  on  one  line. ) 


HINTS  ON  SEA  FISHING. 

Sir, — As  sea  fishing  is  attracting  a considerable  1 
amount  of  interest  in  piscatorial  circles,  and  having 
had  many  years’  experience  in  it  at  Deal,  I have 
ventured  to  offer  a few  practical  remarks  upon  the  i 
subject. 

First,  as  to  tackle.  Very  few  of  the  London  fishing*  ^ 
tackle  makers  have  any  practical  knowledge  on  the  ^ 
subject.  I use  a rod  I had  specially  made  for  the  pur- 
pose at  Carter  and  Peek’s,  of  greenheart,  and  which  can  i 
be  used  for  boat  or  pier  fishing.  For  boat  fishing  I use  i 
a very  stoutLop,  with  Scarborough  fittings,  fitting  in  the 
butt  of  the  rod,  and  forming  a rod  about  six  feet  in  f 
length,  and  for  pier  fishing  I use  three  joints,  the  top 
joint  being  a short  one  with  Scarborough  fittings,  and 
forming  a rod  about  eight  feet  in  length. 

I use  a four-inch  Nottingham  winch,  with  fifty  yards 
of  tanned  running  lino,  and  a plain  twisted  gut  trace, 
with  three  twisted  gut  hooks  attached  to  the  trace  at 
distances  of  eight  inches,  the  lowest  hook  being  attached 
to  the  ring  of  the  weight.  I provide  myself  with  pear- 
shaped  weights  ranging  from  2oz.  to  lOoz.,  the  latter 
weights  being  generally  sufficient  for  holding  the  bottom 
in  boat  fishing  on  the  flood  tide,  but  for  pier  fishing  you 
seldom  require  more  than  6oz.  of  lead  at  the  flood. 

The  best  months  of  the  year  for  sea  fishing  are  October 
and  November,  and  good  sport  is  now  obtainable  at  Deal. 

It  is  not  uncommon  for  a boat  to  bring  in  sixteen  score 
of  whiting.  I and  two  friends  have  taken  upwards  of 
eight  score  in  the  bay  before  breakfast. 

The  favourite  spot  on  the  pier  for  whiting,  which  are 
generally  taken  there  on  the  top  of  the  fl  :od  tide,  is  the 
eastern  corner  of  the  T piece,  and  in  a line  with  the 
corner  column,  or  within  three  feet  to  the  left  of  it. 
More  whiting  are  taken  there  than  on  any  other  part  of 
the  pier,  no  doubt  owing  to  the  breaks  in  the  flow  ol  the 
tide  caused  by  the  head  of  the  pier. 

Codling  are  taken  on  the  slack  of  the  11  )od,  and  on  the 
ebb  tide.  I took  several  this  autumn  scaling  from  31b. 
to  O.Ub. 

Should  any  of  your  readers  desire  some  good  sport  I 
should  advise  them  to  pay  Deal  a visit,  and  to  put  up  at 
Mr.  Hanger’s,  at  the  North  Star,  North  End.  He  has  a 
first-rate  sailing  fishing-punt,  which  will  accommodate 
three  or  four  rods,  and  provides  bait  and  an  experienced 
boatman  at  very  reasonable  terms,  and  they  can  rely 
upon  good  accommodation  (board  and  lodging)  for,  I 
think,  about  25s.  or  30s.  a week.  A party  of  three  can 
spend  a very  enjoyable  holiday  there  at  a minimum  of 
expense,  besides  enjoying  the  finest  sea  air  on  the  coast. 

A rod  will  capture  twice  as  many  fish  as  the  ordinary 
deep  sea  lines. — I am,  &c..  Geo.  F.  Church. 

THE  SPEED  OF  STEAM  LAUNCHES. 

Sir, — I have  only  just  been  made  aware  indirectly 
that  any  notice  had  been  taken  of  a letter  sent  by  me 
to  Mr.  Gburney  re  the  recent  extraordinary  course 
adopted  by  the  Henley  magistrates,  in  refusing  to  con- 
vict in  a case  of  overspeed  in  the  driving  of  a steam 
launch,  not  because  the  case  was  not  clearly  proven,  but 
because  it  was  not  shown  that  any  damage  had  been 
done.  I am  informed  that  my  suggestion  to  wait  on  the 
Homo  Secretary  in  order  to  bring  home  to  the  magis- 
trates the  impropriety  of  their  conduct  was  coldly 
received  by  the  delegates  at  the  Anglers’  Association, 
and  in  fact  the  matter  was  allowed  to  fall  through.  _ Now 
I want  to  know  what  is  the  use  of  the  Association 
making  such  a pother  about  steam  launches  and  pressing 
the  (Jonservancy  re  the  proposed  alteration  in  the  bye- 
laws on  this  very  subject  if  they  are  going  to  sit  down 
and  tamely  allow  the  Great  Unpaid  to  laugh  at  their 
efforts  ? 

I daresay  many  of  your  readers  who  fish  the  Thames 
have  noticed  how  the  law  is  set  at  defiance.  I have 
noticed  (it  is  certainly  about  eighteen  months  since)  a 
launch,  said  to  be  the  celebrated  “ Cigar  ” boat,  which 
passed  me  at  a rate  of  about  twenty  miles  an  hour,  and 
a party  that  I spoke  to  on  the  bank  told  me  that  that 
was  quite  the  usual  style  of  thing  for  that  same  boat  to 
be  constantly  steaming  about  that  part  (Goring)  at  this 
outrageous  speed. 

Lately,  at  Ryde,  I.W.  (where  I was  staying),  a 
ruffian,  who  amused  himself  by  throwing  a nurse  girl 
into  the  water,  was  let  off  by  a slight  fine,  and  such 
cases  are  of  constant  occurrence.  If  he  had  only  killed 
a hare  or  rabbit,  we  all  know  what  a difference  there 
would  have  been  in  the  punishment. 

Now  it  is  no  use  anglers  half  doing  the  thing,  and  it 
is  no  use  expecting  that  at  the  Anglers’  Association 
important  leading  will  always  come  from  the  head 
officials.  I say  this  out  of  no  want  of  respect,  for  there 
certainly  is  not  a more  hardworking,  conscientious,  or 
honouraljle  body  of  officials  in  existence  than  the 
officers  of  the  Association — but  they  do  not  realise  the 
tremendous  power  they  wield,  or  could  wield  if  they 
chose,  and  the  much  greater  amount  of  good  they  could 
do  than  they  have  hitherto  done.  “ Thorough  ” should 
be  our  watchword.  I don’t  blame  magistrates  for 
punishing  poachers  and  protecting  their  sport,  but  let 
them  protect  the  poor  man’s  sport,  and  the  poor  man’s 
life  and  property  also. — I am,  Ac.,  A.  J.  Marriott. 

GRAINS  TURNING  SOUR. 

Sir,  — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  inform  me 
whether  a swim  overbaited  with  grains  would  spoil  the 
swim  by  going  sour  and  bad  in  duo  course? — I am.  &c., 
Puzzled. 


EELS’  EYES. 

Sir,-  Your  corre.spondent  “Mark  Antony”  says  he 
feels  sure  a fish  can’t  turn  its  eyes  to  lock  about  it, 
but  I declare  that  a small  jack  recently,  following  my 
spinning  bait  out  of  the  water,  took  a “dive”  up  into 
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the  air  and  looked  rigid  and  left  for  it,  and  saw  mo  on 
' the  left  side  and  disappoarod,  as  related  in  my  last 
communication  on  jack  spinning.  It  turned  itself  to 
I the  right  and  left  (head  and  neck  being  out  of  the  water) 
; —that  was  the  effect.  Whether  it  was  the  eyes,  or  the 
> body,  or  the  head  and  neck,  is  for  scientilio  people  to 
I decide.  I am,  &c.,  A.  C.  II. 


PIKE  FISHING  ON  LOUGH  CONN. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  the  inquiries  made  by  “ Plsox  ” 
in  your  last  issue  — 

(1)  Perch  could  be  obtained  and  used  as  live  bait.  The 
pike  take  a slowly  spinning  perch.  I have  no  doubt  they 
would  take  a live  one.  But  I would  sooner  try  a spinning 
dace,  or,  for  deep  fishing,  a dace  on  a gorge-bait. 

(2)  I can  add  nothing  to  your  editorial  remarks. 

(3)  Boats  and  two  men  cost  7s.  fid.  per  day. 

(4)  Two  men  are  necessary.  The  winds  and  waves 
are  often  tremendous. 

If  “ Esox  ” will  communicate  with  me,  I will  gladly 
give  him  full  particulars. — I am,  &c.,  C.  J . 


A REMARKABLE  NORTH  COUNTRY  TEACHER. 

The  little  school  at  Blawith,  near  Ulverston,  is 
losing  in  Mr.  Walker  a master  whose  remarkable 
career  is  one  which  is  worthy  of  being  more  widely 
( known.  “Wonderful  Walker,’’  as  he  is  spoken  of 
amongst  a wide  circle  of  friends,  now  retires  from  his 
post  after  thirty-three  years’  service  rendered  under 
quite  exceptional  circumstances.  He  was  born  at  Burne- 
side,  a village  in  Westmoreland,  in  1831,  and  when  he  be- 
came old  enough  to  go  to  school  he  was  such  a confirmed 
truant  that  his  parents,  despairing  of  persuading  him  to 
attend  regularly,  sent  him  to  work  at  a paper  mill.  He 
was  unfortunate  enough  to  have  his  hands  so  severely 
ci’ushed  in  a calendering  machine  that  they  were  both 
amputated.  Mr.  Walker  was  then  twelve  years  of  age, 
and  when  his  arms  were  healed  he  was  sent  back  to 
school,  though  at  that  time  he  had  no  intention  of  paying 
much  heed  to  his  lessons.  Seeing  the  other  hoys 
writing,  however,  the  desire  came  upon  him  to  try  also, 
and  he  asked  a comrade  to  tie  a penholder  to  his  arm. 

; He  practised  in  this  manner  until  he  could  write  legibly. 

I He  now  learned  to  write  holding  the  pen  with  both 
I arms,  and  became  an  expert  penman.  When  eighteen 
t years  of  age  he  was  assisting  the  master  in  his  school, 
i and  subsequently  he  opened  a school  of  his  own,  com- 
I mencing  with  sixteen  pupils.  Seven  years  afterwards, 

I when  he  left,  he  had  an  attendance  of  120. 

! Mr.  Walker  now  took  charge  of  Blawith  School,  near 
t Coniston  Lake.  While  here  he  married,  and  after  he 

I had  been  in  charge  of  the  school  during  eight  years  he 

{ made  efforts  to  ha,ve  his  salary,  13s.  a week,  increased. 

! The  school  was  placed  under  (ho  control  of  the  Depart- 
• ment,  and  Mr.  Walker  obtained  his  certificate.  He 

I also  holds  the  Bishops’  Certificate  for  Scripture,  and 

i when  drawing  was  made  compulsory,  he  obtained 
“ good’’  for  freehand  and  “ excellent  ” for  model.  His 
school  has  always  done  well  at  the  examination,  and 
his  former  pupils  now  hold  positions  of  respon.sihility 
as  vicars,  curates,  teachers,  managers  of  mills,  &c.  Mr. 
J Walker  has  been  choirmaster  at  Blawith  Church  for 
j many  years,  nor  did  he  allow  the  result  of  his  accident 
[ to  prevent  him  taking  an  active  part  in  various  sports, 
i He  was  an  excellent  cricketer  and  only  once  missed  a 
catch  when  fielding,  and  on  that  occasion  paid  the 
penalty  with  a black  eye. 

In  recent  years  Mr.  Walker  has  taken  to  fishing,  and 
is  known  a.s  one  of  the  best  anglers  on  the  River  Crake. 
A few  months  ago  he  had  a serious  illness,  and  was  led 
1 to  resign.  A pension  was  granted,  and  we  think  our 
t readers  will  agree  he  thoroughly  deserves  one.  And 
I now  after  hard  work  in  school,  and  having  brought  up 
I a large  family,  he  spends  his  well-earned  rest  on  the 
I banks  of  the  Crake,  sketching  and  fishing. 


; Fish  as  Cannibals. — Fish  prey  on  fish,  and  live 
I fish  like  live  fish  ; so  that  we  need  have  no  compunction 
f when  preying  on  them.  Professor  Bice  of  the  New 
York  Commission,  has  designated  the  kind  of  fish  on 
I;  which  different  fish  feed.  Some  are  select,  like  the 

I striped  bass;  others  omnivorous,  like  the  bluefish  ; and 

ii  all  are  enormous  feeders.  Eight  ale-wives  of  fib. 

j!  each  were  found  in  a 661b.  striped  bass  ! Forty  mullets 

•I  were  found  in  a 30-ponnder.  He  has  seen  in  the  fjords 

II  above  the  Arctic  Cii’cle,  in  the  swift  tide  currents,  end- 

! less  flocks  of  birds  ready  to  devour  the  fish  which  con 

i;  gregate  to  destroy  other  fish.  Sharks,  porpoises,  and 

; other  fish  of  prey  know  when  and  where  to  find  the 

^ weak  “ Innocents  Abroad.” 

' No  two  classes  of  sportsmen  abuse  one  another  more 
r than  the  salt-water  fisherman  and  the  fresh-water 

I angler.  Each  ridicules  \the  other’s  pastimes  and 

J methods.  He  of  the  salt  water  says  the  trout  and  salmon 

angler  is  “a  sweet  water  dude,”  and  the  fresh-water 
i)  advocate  calls  the  briny  fisher  “ a vulgar,  drunken, 

i hand-line  shark-catcher.”  In  my  opinion,  there  is  just 

I as  good  and  true  sport  in  one  as  the  other,  if  the  sports- 

I i man  is  of  the  right  sort.  Many  sorts  of  salt-water 

? fishing  are  as  gentle  as  trout  fishing,  and  the  tackle 

i{  required  is  as  fine  as  any. — Gameland. 


t ' Chafed  Skin,  Piles,  Scalds,  Cuts,  Chilblains, 
Chapped  Hands,  Sore  Eyes,  Sunburn,  Earache, 

I Neuralgic  and  Rheumatic  Pains,  Insect  Rites 
' or  Stings,  Throat  Colds,  and  Skin  Ailments, 
qUICKLY  KELinVEI)  BY  USE  OK 

i CALVERT’S  CARBOLIC  OINTMENT. 

,j  Large  pots.  Is.  IJd.  each,  at  Chemists,  Ac.,  or 
I post  free  for  value. 

I F.  C.  CAXVERT  & CO.,  Uanchester. 

Awarded  GO  Gold  & Silver  Medals  & Diplomas, 


LUNESDALE  FISH  HATCHERY,  LTD.,  HALTON, 
LANCASTER. 

The  Luncsdalo  Fish  Hatchery,  Limited,  bog  to  report 
that  they  have  again  an  excellent  stock  of  yearling  and 
two-year-old  trout — fario,  levenensis,  and  fonhicalis— 
for  which  they  are  now  prepared  to  receive  orders.  It  is 
very  desirable  that  orders  should  be  given  early,  as  last 
‘ season  the  demand  considerably  exceeded  the  supply, 
and  late  orders  could  not  bo  executed.  As  the  most 
advanced  ponds  are  drawn  first,  the  earliest  orders 
^ secure  the  best  fish,  though,  if  re([uired  to  be  delivered 
late  in  the  season,  they  can  be  reserved  at  a small  addi- 
j tional  cost.  Experience,  however,  shows  that  the  earlier 
the  young  fish  are  introduced  into  their  new  home,  the 
I more  quickly  do  they  become  acclimatised,  and  the  more 
rapidly  does  their  growth  develop. 

Several  Lancashire  corporations  and  mill-ovvner.s,  by 
stocking  their  waters  with  young  trout,  have  secured 
one  of  the  best  means  of  purification,  and  at  the  same 
time  provided  healthy  recreation  for  an  over-increasing 
army  of  anglers,  and  have  done  this  at  a profit  upon 
the  original  outlay.  Good  fishing  will  always  attract 
numerous  anglers,  at  whatever  cost,  and  it  is  an  esta- 
blished fact  that  an  acre  of  well-stocked  water  or  length 
of  river  is  far  more  valuable  than  an  acre  of  land. 

Further  information  may  be  obtained  from  W.  L. 
Appleford,  hon.  sec.,  Lancaster. 


SHE  KNEW  WHAT  SORT  OF  FISHERMAN 
HE  WAS. 

I ONCE  dined  with  a certain  famous  company  of 
anglers  in  company  with  the  editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  The  other  night  1 was  reminded  of  the  cir- 
cumstance on  being  “received”  at  another  banquet  in 
that  piscatorial  association’s  club-room.  The  walla  were 
covered  with  cases  of  stuffed  fish.  Lord  Byron  was  too 
fidgety  for  a fisherman.  Theodore  Hook  was  a lively 
fellow,  active,  full  of  fun,  and  yet  he  loved  fishing,  but 
in  a lazy  way  ; no  dashing  waist-deep  into  brawling 
streams,  no  doing  battle  with  game  salmon.  He  has  put 
his  ideal  of  the  ideal  of  angling  sport  into  four  lines, 
with  which  many  of  us,  I fancy,  sympathise  ; 

Give  me  a punt,  a rod  and  lino. 

A snug  ann-chair  to  sit  on, 

Some  well-iced  punch  and  weather  fine, 

And  let  me  lish  at  Litton. 

But  the  point  was  that  museum  of  stuffed  fish.  Such  a 
waste  of  good  food,  eh  ? Not  that  an  overgrown  jack  is 
much  of  a dish,  however  well  stuffed,  seasoned,  and 
basted ; but  there  were  trout  and  perch  and  salmon-;- 
magnificent  fish.  And  the  owners  thereof  had  their 
names  written  beneath  each  case.  Every  fishermen 
knows  that  no  fisherman  can  be  trusted  to  make  an 
exact  statement  of  size  or  weight,  so  when  an  angler 
has  really  caught  what  he  has  described  he  stuffs  it  and 
deposits  it  in  this  repository  of  proofs  that  once  in  a 
way  the  angler  does  tell  the  truth.  And  this  recalls  to 
my  mind  what  I was  going  to  say.  I heard  some  funny 
stories  that  night  with  the  anglers,  but  not  one  with 
half  the  subtlety  underlying  it  that  belongs  to  an  inci- 
dent of  domestic  life  and  fishing  in  America,  “John,” 
said  the  thoughtful  wife  and  mother  to  her  eldest  born, 
“ your  father  has  gone  trouting.  You’ll  find  him  in  the 
market  on  his  way  home.  Tell  him  not  to  buy  trout, 
but  salmon,  as  we  shall  have  company  to  supper.” — 
From  Joseph  Hatton's  “ Cigarette  Papers.” 


OPPIAN’S  HALIEUTICS. 

A CONTEMPORARY  believes  that  the  most  ancient  known 
work  on  fishing  is  the  “ Halieutics  of  Oppian,”  the  work 
of  a Greek  poet,  a.d.  198,  from  which  it  is  learned  that 
many  articles  on  fishing,  thought  to  be  modern,  were 
known  then  ; while  from  Atheneus  it  is  learnsd  that 
several  writers  wrote  treatises  or  poems  on  fishing 
centuries  before  the  Christian  era.  Fishing  was  un- 
doubtedly one  of  the  earliest  arts  of  man,  and  reference 
is  made  to  it  in  sections  of  the  Bible,  which  preceded  the 
Christian  era.  Investigation  has  demonstrated  the  fact 
that  the  lake  dwellers  were  fishermen,  and  it  is  probable 
that  the  cave  dwellers  also  depended  largely  on  angling 
for  food.  It  is  then  beyond  question  that  telling  fish 
stories  was  among  the  early  accomplishments  of  pre- 
historic man,  and  if  the  caves  and  lacustrine  ruins  could 
now  talk,  as  the  Egyptian  records  do,  they  could  give 
the  modern  fishermen  points  on  fish  lore.  What  tales 
of  encounters  with  ichthyosaurus  and  other  deep  sea 
monsters  must  have  been  told  then  ! It  was  no  joke  to 
go  fishing  when  sharks  with  mouths  like  barn  dcors 
abounded,  and  sea  serpents  were  plentiful  enough 
to  make  the  fortune  of  a modern  seaside  hotel  keeper. 
Yes,  the  ancients  had  the  advantage  of  us  in  experience, 
though  they  were  evidently  somewhat  handicapped  in 
spreading  (iheir  stories  because  of  the  limited  circula- 
tion of  the  local  press. 


Never  let  your  shadow  fall  upon  the  water  when 
angling.  When  fishing  on  the  ocean  it  matters  little 
what  you  do — you  cannot  scare  salt  water  fishes  easily. 

There  are  fishes  in  the  ocean  that  give  light  the  same 
as  the  firefly  ; fishes  that  go  gunning  for  their  food  and 
fishes  that  angle. 


Mr.  M.  G.  he  Courcy  presided  over  an  interesting 
gathering  of  the  members  of  this  society,  held  at  the 
Holborn  Restaurant  on  Wednesday  last.  Among  those 
present  were  Mr.  R.  S.  Fennings  (hon.  treasurer).  Dr. 
Brunton,  Dr.  Coates,  Dr.  Head,  R.  C.  Blundell,  C.  C. 
Blundell,  F.  G.  Bridgman,  E.  Bennett,  Horace  Brown, 
R.  E.  Booker,  E.  Foreman,  sen.  and  jun.,  Thomas 
Crumplen,  H.  Harden,  J.  W.  Morrison,  and  W.  T. 
Galloway  (hon.  secretary). 

A smoking  concert,  to  be  held  in  December,  w as  arranged 
for,  and  papers  were  promised  to  be  road  at  later  dates 
by  Mr.  Hubert  Hall  and  Mr.  T.  Crumplen.  The  Rivers 
i Preservation  Fund  was  brought  under  notice,  and  the 
committee  voted  £2  2s.,  the  same  as  last  year,  to  aid 
this  important  movement.  During  the  evening  Dr.  Head 
gave  a brief  account  of  his  recent  angling  experiences, 
and  was  followed  by  Dr.  Brunton,  with  a most  interest- 
ing description  of  his  adventures  of  late  in  Scotland, 
where,  although,  contrary  to  his  usual  good  fortune,  he 
had  caught  no  fish  worth  naming,  he  had  witnessed 
atmospheric  phenomena  such  as  he  had  certainly  never 
seen  before.  The  Doctor  gave  a vivid  account  of  a 
magnificent  rainbow,  seen  one  afternoon  in  company  of 
Mr.  E.  Foreman,  which  convinced  him  that  the  pictures 
of  such,  by  Turner,  were  truthful,  and  not  the  exaggera- 
tions he  had  previously  thought  them  to  bo.  Mr.  T. 
Crumplen  narrated  his  adventures  at  Deal,  where  he  had 
recently  met  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs,  the  venerable  president 
of  the  society,  and  his  narration  certainly  caused  some 
little  amusement.  The  time-honoured  toasts  having 
been  duly  given,  and  responded  to  in  the  case  of  the 
chairman  from  the  chair,  the  meeting,  which  had  been 
enjoyable  throughout,  closed  in  the  customary  manner. 


ODDS  AND  ENDS  OF  JACK  SPINNING. 

In  the  directions  for  throwing  the  bait,  in  your  issue 
of  the  7th  nit.,  the  principal  points  were  to  urge  it  out 
in  a line  with  the  rod-top  (else  the  line  will  catch  in  the 
top  ring)  ; and  where  there  is  no  room  to  carry  the  bait 
overhead  for  the  throw,  but  it  has,  owing  to  tall  trees, 
&c.,  to  be  started  as  an  almost  perpendicular  pendulum 
from  the  feet,  the  most  important  point  is  to  convey 
the  most  direct  urge  force  you  can  from  the  rod-point 
acting  on  the  bait,  to  make  the  direction  out  in  a circle, 
and  to  throw  the  urge  force  on  a point  at  the  beginning 
of  the  circle,  or  to  the  left  of  the  circle’s  swing  (if 
throwing  from  the  left),  so  that  the  weight  of  bait,  &c., 
in  expending  its  momentum,  ultimately  lands  out  in 
front  of  you  ; for  if  you  direct  the  momentum  to  in  front 
of  you,  the  line  will  continue  to  the  right  afterwards, 
landing  the  bait  to  your  right,  and  not  out  in  front.  The 
longest  spin  is  the  most  telling,  both  as  to  reaching  the 
deepest  water  and  in  slackening  the  pace  to  the  last 
point,  consistent  with  telling  activity.  If  high  bushes 
project  into  the  water,  you  must,  of  course,  wade,  and 
at  the  end  of  the  pull  in,  after  taking  two  steps  or  so 
along  the  edge,  it  may  likely  be  necessary  to  pull  along 
the  slack  line  in  the  water  to  your  feet,  to  be  free  for 
the  next  throw.  On  beginning  you  use  a shortish  line, 
and  as  you  go  on  increase  it  ; but  this  dragging  up  of 
the  line  for  a fresh  cast  may  also  act  a bit  on  the  reel, 
lengthening  it,  so  that  after  a spell  of  throwing  the  line 
may  get  too  long,  when  it  must  be  wound  up  a bit. 
If  the  bait  touches  the  weed,  you  see  it  hang 
deep  off  the  lead  coming  in  ; you  can  clear  it  often  by 
flopping  or  breaking  it  in  the  water,  when  if  it  spins 
round  on  rising,  it  is,  I think,  sufficiently  free  of  weed  to 
be  right  for  another  spin;  but  if  it  is  not  right  yon  must 
clear  it.  Detach  the  weed  deftly  with  fingers  pulling 
away  from  hooks,  don’t  touch  them,  and  it  will  come  off 
in  a piece.  The  jack  so  often  takes  the  bait  on  a short 
line  at  the  feet  (ihat  you  must  let  him  run  away  with  a 
neat  taut  line.  To  hold  him  lashing  on  the  top  of  water 
is  absurd.  If  he  has  plenty  of  life  in  him,  and  you  see 
several  hooks  off  his  head,  I think  it  is  best  to  let  him 
go  under  (if  he  is  not  spent),  as  a quick  dragging  in  with 
a slight  hold  may  lose  him.  With  fine  tackle,  single 
gut,  a break  on  catching  hold  may  come  in  two  ways. 
The  fish  may,  on  feeling  the  hooks,  snap  his  jaws,  or, 
more  commonly,  you  snap  yourself  by  a too  vigorous 
strike.  If,  therefore,  you  have  single  gut,  and  it  is  pike, 
you  must  not  strike  sharply — you  may  strike  strongly, 
but  it  is  the  shaiqmess  the  fine  tackle  won’t  stand. 
But  though  you  won’t  easily  break  with  triple  gut,  it  is 
a fact  (hit,  thick  water  or  not,  the  single  fine  tackle  is 
bound  to  be  more  successful  in  laying  hold. — A.  C.  H. 


How  Snakes  Move. — It  is  thought  that  the  absence 
of  limbs  is  a great  disadvantage  to  snakes,  but  the  fact 
is  that  their  ribs  take  the  place  of  limbs,  so  that,  instead 
of  having  two  pairs,  they  sometimes  have  over  200. 
Aristotle  thought  they  had  as  many  ribs  as  there  are 
days  in  the  month,  but,  in  fact,  the  number  varies,  and 
reaches  400  in  pythons.  The  movements  of  the  snake’s 
ribs  have  been  likened  to  those  of  a caterpillar’s  legs. 
Each  vertebra  supports  a pair  of  ribs  which  act  like  a 
pair  of  legs,  having  the  extremities  connected  together 
by  a broad  plate  ; the  hind  part  of  this  plate  is  free, 
and  when  the  ribs  are  moved  forward,  this  end  is  raised 
so  that  it  takes  hold  of  any  roughness  or  irregularity  of 
the  ground. — Science  SiftiiK/s. 


THE  OLDEST  & LARGEST 

COMPANY  INSURING  AGAINST 

ACCIDENTS  OP  ALL  KINDS. 

[AT  HOME,  OR  IN  THE  STREETS,  AT  WORK,  OR  AT  PLAY.] 

THE  RAILWAY  PASSENGERS’  ASSURANCE  COMPANY, 


64  GORNHILL,  LONDON.  »» IT’ 


:W.  D.  MASSY. 


yiAN, 


David  Murray,  practical  gun  and 
FISHING  TACKLE  MAKER,  42,  St. 
David-street,  Brechin.  N.B. 

GreenheartTrout  and  Salmon  Bods  at  all  prices, 
also  Reels,  Lines,  Cast  Lines,  Flies,  Tackle  Books, 
Creels,  Fishing  Bags,  Gaffs,  Landing  Nets, 

Wading  Trousers,  Stockings,  and  Boots. 
Famed  Fly  Casts  and  Flies  forTay,  North  Esk, 
South  Esk,  and  all  the  rivers  of  Forfarshire. 
Special  Tay  and  Loch  Leven  Flies  and  Casts. 
All  information  as  to  Shooting  and  Fishing  of 
the  district  gladly  supplied. 
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Aberdeen. — Wm.  Brown,  64,  George-st. 


Alnwick  — Hardy  Bros.,  L.  & N.  British 
Works. 

Amptbill. — Ed.  White,  Market. 
Andover,  Hants.— E.  Chamberlain. 


Ashbourne. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 
Beccles. — R-  Tilney  & Son. 


Barnstaple,  N.  Devon.- 

High-street. 


-J.  Eowe,  62, 


Belfast. — J.  Beaddell  & Son,  21,  Castle- 
place. 

BirminghaEi  —Samuel  B.  Allport, 
50,  Whittall-street. 

C.  Bowler,  9,  Thomas-st.,  Vaughan-st. 
T.  Heath,  52,  Alma-street,  Aston. 
Reuben  Heaton,  161-5,  Hospital-st. 

J.  Keeling,  7,  Digbeth. 

James  Morgan,  2|,  Aston-road. 

W.  Newell,  11,  Great  Western  Arcade. 
Nutting  & Co.,  70,  Edgbaston-street. 
J.  Powell,  40,  St.  Paiil’s-sqnare. 

W.  H.  Ryder  & Sons,  33-36,  Slaney-st. 
Wm.  Sternberg,  43,  Soho-bill. 

Bishop  Auckland 


-W.  J.  Cummins, 
Pishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Works. 
Blackhnrn  — James  GREGsoN,Penny-st. 
Bolton. — W.  Bleakley,  83,  Newport-st. 


Bridgend. — R.  H.  Dyer,  19  & 20,  Queen- 
street. 


Bridport  — Joseph  Gundry  & Co.,  Net, 
Line,  and  Twine  Manufacturers. 
William  James. 

George  Kenway. 

W.  Tucker,  Manufacturer. 


Builth,  Wells. — Septimus  Price,  12, 
High-street. 

Burton  - on  - Trent.— T.  Horne,  io6. 


High-street. 

Buxton,  Derbyshirc.- 


Spring-gardens. 


-J.  Banks,  37, 


Cardiff.  — G.  M.  Burbidge,  “Silver Fish,” 
Bridge -street. 

William  Davies,  257,  Cowbridge-road. 


Carlisle.-  -E.  Strong,  Castle-street. 
Castle  Connell. — J.  Enright  & Sons. 


Cheltenham. — James  Ogden,  28,  Winch- 
comb-street. 

Ogden  & Scotford,  Pittville.  [Whole- 
sale & Retail.] 


Chudleigh,  Devon  — J.  B.  Truman. 


Clitheroe. — Thomas  Robinson,  3,  Wes- 
leyan-road. 


Croydon. — Thomson  & Co.,  10,  High-st. 


Darlington. — J-  P-  Smythe. 


Derby. — T.  Simpson,  56,  Carriugton-st. 


Dublin. — C.  Weekes  & Co.,  26  & 27, 
Efesex-qnay.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 


Eton. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 


Exeter. — w.  Osborne,  251,  High-street. 
E.  F.  Prickman,  12,  North-street. 


Exmeuth. — Miss  Ellis,  Fly-Tier,  13, 
Danby -terrace. 


Pairford,  Qlos. — Samuel  Burge. 


Felton  — W.  Dobson,  West  Thurston. 


Great  Yarmouth, — E.  Hannant,  102, 
Market-gates. 

H.  Salinger,  40,  South  Market-road. 


Hereford  — T.  Cooke,  22J,  Maylord-st. 


Hertford. — Simson  & Co.,  Market-place. 
Hull.  — H.  Booth,  21,  Paragon-street. 


Hungerford. — Freeman  Bros.,  Bridge- 
street. 


Inverness.  — J.  Graham  & Co.,  27, 
Union-street. 


Eingshridge,  S.  Davon— S.  Perrott, 
109,  Fore-street. 


Kingsland,  Hersfordshiro,  R.S.O.— 

R.  T.  Williams,  Lugg  Cottage. 


Kingston-on-Thames  — J.R.  Richard- 
son, 67,  High-street. 

J.  E.  Willingham,  11,  Union-street 


Langholm, — Joe  Anderson,  59,  High-st. 


Leamington  Spa. — J.  Hobson. 

Leeds. — Linsley  Bros.,  10,  Commercial- 
street. 

Francis  M.  Walbran,  19,  New 
Station -street. 

S.  WiLLSDON,  43,  Park-lane. 
Leicester. — R.  Elude,  5,  West-bridge. 

Leyhurn,  Yorks.— J.  f.  Lyon,  Post 
Office. 


Limerick. — A.  Nestor,  George-street. 
[Wholesale  & Retail.] 


Lincoln. — Andrews  & Parkinson,  36, 
Melville-street. 

J.  W.  Walker,  10,  Waterside. 


Liverpool.  — w.  Ramsbottom, 
North  John-street. 

H.  Whitty,  15,  Basnett-street. 
R.  Whitty,  14,  Tithebarn-street. 
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Llandovery,  Wales.  — Evan  Davies, 
High-street. 


London.— s.  Allcock  & Co.,  60,  Queen 
Victoria-street.  [Wholesale  only.] 
T.  Aldred,  110,  Edgware-road,  N.W. 
Alfred  & Son,  20,  Moorgate-st.,  E.C. 
T.  Barnett,  26,  Church-street,  Edg- 
ware-road. 


London — Continued. 

W.  Baetlebt  & Sons,  53,  Gresham- 
street.  [Wholesale  only.] 

J.  Bernard  & Sons,  5,  Church-place, 
Piccadilly. 

Mrs.  L.  J.  Brocas,  Fly-Tier,  5, 
Rochester-row,  S.W. 

C.  J.  Brown,  7,  Walton-street,  S.W. 
Mrs.  A.  Bulmer,  62,  Wandsworth-road, 

S.W. 

Carter  & Peek,  137,  St.  John-street- 
road,  E.C. 

R.  Dillon,  78,  Victoria-road,  Kentish 

Town. 

H.  Dunhill,  125-127,  Euston-rd.,  N.W. 
Eaton  & Dellee,  6 & 7,  Crooked-lane, 
E.C. 

J.  Gillett,  40,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 

[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

J.  E.  Gold,  17,  Oakley-street,  Waterloo- 
road,  S.E. 

J.  W.  Hatton,  215,  Cambridge-read,  E. 
G.  W.  Hemens,  171,  New  North-road,  N. 
T.  Holbrow  & Co.,  9,  Eagle-place, 
Jermyn-street. 

Holeoyd  Bros.,  59,  Gracechurch-street, 

E.C. 

G.  Little  & Co.,  63,  Haymarket,  S.W. 
G.  Main,  45,  Jermyn-street,  St.  James’s. 

G.  Partridge,  “ The  Golden  Perch,” 

402,  Oxford-street,  W. 

William  Poole,  104a,  Broadwall,  S.E. 
B.  Potter  & Co.,  225,  High  Holborn. 

S.  Price  & Co.,  8,  Soymour-street, 

Euston-square. 

H.  Richardson  & Co.,  Ye  Pluckie 
Perche,  77,  Finsbury-pavement. 

T.  H.  SowERBUTTS  & Son,  151,  Com- 

mercial-street, E. 

A.  J.  Spashott,  55a,  Maryland  Point,  E. 
T.  Unstead,  3,  Penton-street,  Penton- 
ville,  N. 

A.  Williams,  84,  York-street,  Bryan- 
ston-square,  W. 

F.  T.  Williams  & Co.,  “ Silver  Trout,” 
10,  Great  Queen-street,  W.C. 


Lostwithiel. — c.  Geach,  Fancy  Reposi- 
tory. 


Macclesfield. — J.  H.  Fearn,  38,Chester- 
gate. 


Manchester. — w.  Chambers  & Co.,  25, 
Market-place. 

R.  Ramsbottom,  81,  Market-street. 


Newark. — D.  Slater  & Co.,  Stodman-st. 


Newcastle-on- Tyne.— J.  R-  Bolton, 
147,  Nortbumberland-street. 
Mueton.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Thos.  Pape,  27,  CoUiugwood-street. 


Northampton.  — Geo.  Timms,  6,  The 
Green. 


Norwich  — A.  J.  Rudd,  54,  London-st. 


Nottingham  — E.  Crofts,  46,  Sussex-st. 
S.  Dales,  7,  St.  John-street. 

Ed.  Dance,  1a,  Snssex-street. 

Chas.  Jackson,  23,  Carrington-street. 
J.  Theakee,  10,  Canal-street. 

W.  Wells  & Co.,  1,  Sussex-street. 

E.  West,  28,  Sussex-street. 


Oakham — J.  E.  Whitehouse,  Rutland 
Gun  and  Cartridge  Works.  n 


Omagh. — John  AVhite,  30,  Market-st. 


Oxford. — James  Innbs,  42,  Queen-st. 

— ^ 

Brooks,  30a, 


Plymouth.  — Thomas 
Soutbside-street. 

C.  & R.  Brooks,  Stonehouse. 


Reading. — J.  Perry  & Co.,  6,  Minster- 
parade. 


Eedditch. — s.  Allcock  & Co.,  Standard 
Works.  [Wholesale  only.] 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  Abbey  Mills. 
[Wholesale  only.] 

Alfred  Booker  & Co.,  Midland  Needle 
and  Pish  Hook  Works. 

H.  Milwaed  & Son,  Washford  Mills. 
W.  Vale  & Son,  Studley.  [Wholesale 
only.] 


Richmond -on- Thames —Gaynor  & 
Son,  4,  Bridge-street. 

Everaed  Ripley,  5,  King-street. 

H.  L.  Platt,  67,  Hill-rise. 


Richmond,  Yorks. — Chas.  Spencer 
Finkle-street. 


Rothbury. — W.  Mavin. 

J.  SOULSBY. 


Scarborough, — s.  M.  Patrick,  5,  North- 
street,  Newboro’. 

Wm.  j.  Clarke,  44,  Huntress-row. 


Southampton. — Cox  & Macpherson, 
62,  High-street. 

Cox  & Son,  28,  High-street. 


Swansea. — B.  Evans  & Co.,  Swansea 
Sporting  Depot,  Castle  Bailey-st. 


Taunton. — George  Hinton,  Fore-st. 
Thetford  . — G.  H.  Reynolds,  Anchor 


Commercial  Hotel. 


Thrapston. — A.  Bargh,  Bridge-st. 


Torringtou,  N.  Devon.— J ■ E).  Bastard, 
Torridge  House. 


Uppingham,  Rutlands.  — J.  L. 

Andrews,  High-street. 


Walthamstow.  — D.  Bennett,  137, 
Hoe-street  North. 


Wolverhampton  — T.  Shakespeare,  9, 
Market- street. 


York, — H.T.  Lloyd,  Sportsman’s  Depot 
Davy- gate. 


THE  NEW  ILLUSTRATED  WEEKLY  PAPER 

(kl.  Weeldi}.]  for  THE  HOUSEHOLD  AND  FOR  THE  FAMILY  CIRCLE.  [(kl.  Weekly. 


THE 


WESTJWIflSTEH  BUDGET. 


Edited  by  the  late  Uditor  of  the  “ Pall  Mall"Budget.” 

FULL  OF  INTERESTING  READING  AND  UP-TO-DATE  PICTURES. 

PORTRAITS,  CHARACTER  SKETCHES,  and  CARTOONS,  by  F.  CARRUTHERS  GOULD,  are  a special  feature  each  week  in 


THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 


1 he  hcotUsh  Lei rder  says : — “ One  of  the  most  successful  of  the  new  weeklies  is  The  Westminster  Budget.  Admirably  illustrated,  and  supplied  with  plenty  of 
poiiular  reading,  there  is  not  a dull  page  - haroly  a dull  paragraph  -between  its  covers.” 


i ho  Speaker  : “At  a single  bound  the  Westminster  Budget  has  taken  a front  place  in  illustrated  weekly  journalism.  To  all  the  good  qualities  which  were 

possessed  in  old  days  hy  the  Pall  Mall  Pinhjel,  The  Westminster  Budget  adds  certain  special  excellences  of  its  own.’’ 

“ If  tied  down  to  one  weekly,  I would  rather  have  The  Westminster  Budget.” — Cavterhury  Times,  New  Zealand. 

•11  'stain  New.-:  says:  “But  recently  called  into  existence,  The  Westminster  Budget  has  from  the  first  taken  a place  among  the  two  or  three  really  good 

illustiated  weeklies.  A glance  at  ite  pages  shows  that  it  has  earned  the  distinction  it  enjoys.  . . . The  Westminster  may  be  trusted  to  maintain  its  positioa.” 

THIS  WEEK’S  NUMBER  MAY  BE  OBTAINED  AT  ANY  RAILWAY  BOOKSTALL  OR  OF  ANY  NEWSAGENT  OR  BOOKSELLER. 

-1  Specimen  Copy  of  THE  BUDGET  will  he  sent  on  receipt  of  a post-card. 

0JF:F'ICE„;  XUUOR  ST'KlSfEI’r,  WJHITSFRIARS,  XhONDON,  E.C. 
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ANGLING  FIXTURES. 

iNoveniber  5.  — 

Albert  Piscatorials  ; Match  (Go-whero-you-please). 
Allaaoii  United  : Match  at  Windsor. 

I Amicable  Excelsior  : Match  at  Ohertsey. 

I Amicable  Waltonians  : Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 

' Battersea  Friendly  : Match  (Go-where-you-please). 

* Blackfriars  : Match  at  Weybridge. 
i Bloomsbury  : Match  at  Ware. 

Canning  Town  : Match. 

Clapham  Junction  : Match  at  Wraysbury. 

Convivial  : Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

Copenhagen  : Match  at  Ware. 

Dalston  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

Hearts  of  Oak  ; Match  (Go-where-you-please). 

Mitre  Brothers  : Prize  outing. 

North-East  Brothers  : Match  at  Hertford. 

Original  Alexandra  : Match. 

Peckham  Brothers  : Match  at  Kingston. 

Perseverance  : Match  at  Ware. 

Queen’s  ; Match  at  Dagenham. 

Rodney  Piscatorials  : Match  (Go-where-you-please). 
Serapis  : Match  at  Shepperton. 

Silver  Trout : Match  at  Shiplake. 

St.  Thomas’s  ; Outing  to  Newark. 

Wellington  ; Match  at  Sunbury. 

Wenlock  : Roving  match  on  the  Lea. 

November  6. 

Amicable  Waltonians  : Visit. 

Anglers’  Association : General  eommmittee  meeting. 
Central  Association  : Delegate  meeting. 

Cliftonville ; Central  visit. 

Original  Alexandra  ; Association  visit. 

November  7. 

Gresham  ; Discussion  on  sea  fishing  tackle. 

Mitre  Brothers : Concert. 

November  8. 

Allason  Piscatorials  ; Visit. 

Barlsfield  : Smoking  concert. 

Walham  Green  : Smoking  concert. 

Walworth  Waltonians  ; Competiton. 

November  9. 

Gresham  : Outing  to  Deal. 

Liverpool : Outing. 

November  lO. 

Anglers’  Benevolent : Committee  meeting. 


FIXTURES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

Nov.  12. — Brompton  ; Match  at  Henley. 

1,  12. — Izaak  Walton  : Prize  outing. 

,,  12. — Original  Alexandra ; Supper  match. 

,,  13. — Alma  : Smoking  concert. 

<1  13. — Bermondsey  Brothers  ; Visit. 

,)  13. — Cobden  : Concert. 

„ 13. — Slough  and  Langley : Match. 

>)  14. — Gresham  : Supper. 

i>  18. — Reading  Wanderers  : Match  at  Caversham. 
,,  19. — Good  Intent : Christmas  prize  outing. 

I,  22. — Serapis  : Reading  by  Mr.  Jardine. 

„ 30. — Westminster  : Supper. 


JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAT. 


On  Monday  evening  next  the  Epsom  Angling  Society 
will,  at  their  usual  monthly  meeting,  commence  the 
paper  readings,  lectures,  and  exhibitions  for  which  they 
have  become  so  famous.  On  this  occasion  the  chair  will 
be  taken  by  their  esteemed  chairman,  Mr.  F.  W.  Coles. 
The  lecturer  will  be  Mr.  J.  Jeffery  (of  Paper  Readings 
fame),  and  the  subject  “Bret  Harte.’’  The  headquarters 
of  this  flourishing  society  (with  Mr.  E.  W.  Hailes  as  its 
energetic  hon.  sec.)  are  The  Wellington,  High-street, 
and  London  visitors  are  always  accorded  a hearty 
welcome. 

******* 

Mb.  Foeeest,  of  Kelso,  writes:  “What  a season 
this  has  been ! I cannot  remember  such  another.  We 
had  a flood  of  four  feet  last  week,  and  expected  it  to 
bring  some  sport.  Saturday  was  a good  fishing  day, 
and  the  water  in  fair  order,  but  from  Rutherford  to 
Birgham  (the  best  eight  or  nine  miles  of  the  Tweed)  not 
a fish  was  caught.  We  can  only  hope  for  some  more 
rain,  and  sufficient  for  three  or  four  days’  flood,  which 
might  do  some  good.’’ 

^ ******* 

“ Both  hunter  and  traveller  are  often  incommoded  by 
the  dazzling  reflection  of  the  sun  from  the  water  surface, 
or  from  snow.  This  may  be  remedied  by  blackening  the 
sides  of  the  nose  with  burnt  cork  ; or,  if  this  is  not  con- 
venient, use  damp  powder,  which  answers  the  purpose 
equally  well,  if  not  better.  The  philosophy  of  this  is, 
that  the  eye  receives  but  one  reflection  instead  of 
several.”  Of  course,  this  refers  to  America.  I have 
seen  “ Ethiopian  serenaders”  from  Whitechapel  coming 
home  late  at  night,  after  a shower  of  rain,  with  some  of 
the  “ black  ” rubbed  off  their  noses.  But  I don’t  know 
what  “ reflections  ” Mrs.  Drag  would  have  if  she  saw  me 
coming  home  from  a “ peg-down  ” match  with  the  sides 
of  my  nose  blackened.  There  would  be  a danger  of  the 
blacking”  operation  extending  to  the  eyes!  No 
Wonder  that  big  baskets  and  boxes  are  becoming  fashion- 
able. Batter  pudding  last  week,  burnt  cork  this.  Next, 
please  ! 

I*  *****  * 

The  crab,  when  living  near  the  ocean’s  surface,  has 
well-developed  eyes.  In  deeper  water  only  eyestalks 
are  present — no  eyes — while  in  specimens  from  still 
deeper  water  the  eyestalks  have  joined,  forming  a 
pointed  beak. 


Mb.  EnDKiiHlE’s  well-known  and  deservedly  popular 
excursion  trains  on  Sundays  are— 8.30  London  Bridge, 
and  8.20  Victoria.  'The  early  morning  (7  o’clock) 
train  is  discontinued.  The  fast  Portsmouth  train  will 
call  at  Amberley  at  7 o’clock  (sharp)  on  Sunday 
evenings,  and  the  trains  from  Pulborough  are  G o’clock 
and  7.20.  The  time  is  now  coming  on 'for  the  big  fish 
from  these  celebrated  waters. 

******* 

Me.  Vanhegan,  of  the  Funny  Folks  Angling  Society, 
on  the  29th  ult.,  had  71b.  GJoz.  of  roach  and  bream  (three 
roach  over  lib.  each) ; Mr.  S.  Hill,  41b.  14joz.  of  roach 
(11b.  4oz.,  lib.  3oz.,  and  11b.  IJoz.) ; and  Mr.  Harwood 
some  good  bream  from  Amberley.  Mr.  Biggs  sampled 
the  Ouse  and  brought  away  91b.  2oz.  of  roach.  There 
are  good  roach  in  both  places,  but  the  Second  Surrey 
and  many  other  clubs  are  certainly  “finding  ” them  at 
Amberley. 

******* 

We  understanff  the  entries  for  the  National 

Fisheries  Exhibition  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  are  already 
reaching  a very  considerable  number,  and  intending 
exhibitors  should  avoid  the  fate  of  many  who  wished  to 
show  at  a recent  exhibition  and  found  themselves  out  in 
the  cold.  A feature  will  be  the  exhibits  from  America, 
for  we  are  informed  that  several  prominent  manu- 
facturers on  the  other  side  have  decided  to  be  repre- 
sented. 

******* 

OuE  Lake  District  correspondent  reminds  us  that 
“Chill  November’s  surly  blasts,  that  make  fields  and 
forests  bare,”  are  now  upon  us  I Our  last  new  aspirant 
for  honours  {wtat  .5)  has  learned  the  beautiful  couplet : 
— “ Dirty  days  hath  November,  April,  June,  likewise 
September.”  And  before  we  have  time  to  realise  it,  the 
big  boy  says,  “ We  shall  soon  have  the  FiKhing  Gazette 
Christmas  Number,  shan’t  we,  dad?”  To  which  I 
reply  — “On  Dec.  16  — Price  Twopence.  No  extra 
charge  for  Double  Number.” 

******* 

Good  old  Father  Thames,  although  he  has  lately 
been  called  anything  but  a gentleman — “ low,”  “ dirty,” 
“ sleepy,”  &c. — can  still  hold  his  head  up.  On  Saturday 
last  Mr.  A.  A.  Chancellor,  fishing  with  his  friend  Mr. 
A., L.  Falk,  succeeded  in  taking  ninety-six  roach,  some 
of  them  weighing  very  close  upon  a pound  each.  Rich- 
mond was  the  rendezvous. 

******* 

DREAM  AND  BREAM. 

I deeamt  I stood  beside  a stream  ; 

Its  babbling  waters  banished  care. 

And  soothed  me  with  a holy  peace. 

While  balmy  breezes  filled  the  air. 

And  steadily  I fished  ; at  last 
A boil,  a surge,  he  felt  the  steel  ; 

He  plunged,  he  fought,  that  phantom  fish. 

And  music  sweet  discoursed  the  reel. 

Here  ends  my  dream.  The  babbling  brook 
Was  nothing  but  the  drenching  rain 
That  in  the  early  hoiirs  of  morn 

Was  beating  ’gainst  my -window  pane. 

The  balmy  breezes  of  my  dream, 

That  wantoned  gaily  round  my  head, 

In  sombre  truth  were  freezing  blasts — 

The  had  fallen  off  my  bed. 

And  what  about  the  tuneful  reel  ? 

’Twas  the  alarum  clock,  that  tolled 
The  solemn  knell  of  pleasant  sleep. 

And  bade  me  face  the  dark  and  cold. 

And  then  I thought,  if  fancy  paints 
The  charms  of  fishing  in  a dream. 

Why  banish  sleep  at  earl.v  dawn 
To  sally  forth  and  fish  for  bream  ? — C.  G.  D. 
******* 

A NEW  short  top  joint  has  been  picked  up  at  Boveney 
Lock  by  Master  Sydney  Osborne,  of  7,  Castle  View 
Villas,  Etonwick,  and  will  be  sent  to  owner  on  receipt  of 
address  by  him  or  Mr.  Bambridge,  of  Eton. 

«***»*• 

I HAVE  not  fished  Wimbledon  Lake  lately.  As  soon 
as  it  gets  colder,  and  dirtier,  and  wetter,  and  foggier, 
and  more  wintry,  I intend  to  spend  an  hour  or  two  “ on 
this  water.”  The  present  keeper  (Mr.  Newham)  is  a bit  of 
a wag.  The  week  before  last  we  w’ere  entert.ained  with 
the  sheep’s  lights  bait  trick  for  jack.  Now  we  are  told 
that  “ Last  week  was  a sight  to  be  remembered.  A sea 
gull  came  here  and  was  immediately  chased  by  a rook  ; 
then  two  took  up  the  running,  and  ultimately  about 
forty  or  fifty  followed,  till  it  looked  like  a fox  hunt  in 
the  air.”  Who  says  there  is  no  poetry  in  fishing? 
Fancy  witnessing  a fox  hunt  in  the  air  while  you  are 
fishing  for  pike  ! Well  done,  Wimbledon  ! 

******* 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Bristol  Anglers’  Central 
Association  will  be  held  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  College- 
green,  Bristol,  on  Wednesday  evening,  Dec.  6.  An 
excellent  musical  programme  is  in  course  of  arrange- 
ment. Gentlemen  willing  to  exhibit  cases  of  specimen 
fish  are  requested  to  communicate  with  Mr.  R.  D.  Frost, 
48,  Victoria-street,  Bristol. 

Speat  and  spirliog  (smelt)  fishing  is  at  present  being 
actively  prosecuted  on  the  Tay.  Thirty-two  boats,  some 
half  dozen  of  which  hail  from  Dundee,  and  the  remainder 
from  Perth  and  Newburgh,  are  engaged. 

A Yaemohth  correspondent  informs  us  that  codlings 
are  very  plentiful  and  large,  and  several  weighing  111b. 
each  have  been  taken  during  the  week.  A pike  of  191b. 
has  also  been  taken,  measuring  38^-  inches,  girth 
I 19J  inches.  Mr.  Taylor,  of  the  Artillery  Arms,  was  the 
I captor. 


The  last  time  I had  the  good  fortune  to  scramble  for 
a seat  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Great  Northern 
Brothers  some  few  months  back,  1 asked  the  secretary  to 
engage  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Station  for  the  next 
big  gathering.  He  did  not  do  so,  and  in  consequence 
there  was  another  block  on  the  line  on  Monday  night, 
when  the  Anchor  and  Hope  and  Bermondsey  Brothers 
each  set  down  a four-horse  brake  full  of  enthusiastic 
anglers,  who  had  “congregated”  for  a complimentary 
visit.  Over  a dozen  other  societies  sent  large  contin- 
gents, amongst  whom  were  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon,  Mr. 
Wade,  and  many  other  celebrities.  The  chairman  was 
the  best  that  could  be  found,  “Charlie”  Watling ; 
and  Mr.  Fitch  ably  succeeded  in  packing  the  largest 
quantity  into  the  smallest  space.  A grand  visit ! 
******* 

Still  more  curios  ! I hear  that  Mr.  Lewis  Dunbar, 
naturalist,  Thurso,  N.B.,  has  made  a cast  of  a salmon 
of  19ilb.  weight,  and  painted  to  nature,  which  was 
killed  with  the  fly  on  the  Thurso  river.  The  flsh  is  a 
springer,  and  a perfect  model.  A large  case  of  otters  is 
also  on  view,  and  most  artistically  got  up.  One  of  them 
was  captured  by  Mr.  Harper.  A great  curiosity  is  the 
entire  skeleton  of  the  near  foot,  leg  bones,  and  pelvis, 
all  attached  and  set  up,  also  the  skull  and  mandibles  of 
the  now  extinct  New  Zealand  bird  called  the  “ Moa,” 
which  stood,  when  in  life,  14ft.  high.  [We  wonder 
whether  the  bird  was  a “ wader  ” and  a “ fish  eater,”  if 
BO,  we  can  imagine  the  depredations  it  was  capable  of 
committing.  We  are  told  it  had  no  wings.”] 

******* 

If  in  your  flesh  you  get  a hook. 

Don’t  cut  it  out  nor  haul. 

Just  break  the  shank  and  push  it  through — 
'Twill  leave  no  scar  at  all. 
******* 
Solutions  of  various  mineral  salts  have  a high  dis- 
infectant value.  All,  however,  possess  important  draw- 
backs to  their  general  use.  In  most  oases, they  are  very 
active  poisons  to  the  human  system,  in  others  they  too 
rapidly  lose  their  character  when  exposed,  to  be 
efficient  for  general  disinfection.  Those  preparations 
which  evolve  disinfectant  gases  when  exposed  to  the 
air,  have  many  merits  in  cases  where  fumigation  can  be 
resorted  to,  but  of  course  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  atmosphere  charged  with  these  gases,  particularly 
sulphurous  acid  and  chlorine,  cannot  be  breathed  by 
human  beings.  Carbolic  acid  is  poisonous  and  is  also 
practically  insoluble  in  water.  Thousands  of  gallons 
are  wasted  daily  as  disinfectants,  as  it  only  floats  on  the 
top  or  sinks  to  the  bottom  of  drainage  waters  and  is 
swept  away  on  the  first  occasion,  scarcely  producing  any 
effect  whatever. 

******* 

The  crew  of  sch.  Gladstone  had  a genuine  fish  story 
to  tell,  says  the  St.  John,  N.B.,  Globe.  On  the  voyage 
around  from  Sydney,  and  while  on  La  Have  bank,  a 
monster  codfish  was  hooked.  When  the  fish  was  fully 
mastered,  in  order  to  get  it  on  deck  a chain  hook  was 
fastened  to  the  staysail  halyards,  and  it  took  two  men 
some  time  to  get  it  aboard.  The  fish  was  nearly  seven 
feet  in  length  and  girded  twenty-eight  and  a half  inches. 
The  head  filled  a forty-pound  butter  tub.  The  men  said 
that  the  fish,  when  cooked,  was  just  as  tender  as  the 
ordinary-sized  codfish.  They  also  thought  the  fish  was 
the  largest  codfish  ever  caught,  and  one  of  the  largest 
in  the  ocean.  The  reporter  thought  so  too — perhaps  ! 
#***•«* 

The  question  may  be  asked,  “ Which  is  it — the  hook 
or  the  angler?”  My  answer  is,  “ A bit  of  both.”  I 
have  before  me  while  I write  one  of  Bambridge’s  No.  11 
crystal  hooks  on  finest  drawn  gut,  and  it  is  really  un- 
injured in  any  way.  On  Thursday  last  Mr.  C.  Hewlett, 
of  Eton,  while  roach  fishing  in  front  of  Windsor  Bridge 
in  mid-stream  (and  there  is  a stream  just  there),  hooked 
and  safely  landed  a jack  of  31b.  on  this  self-same  hook. 
On  receipt  of  a post  card,  stating  whether  for  paste, 
gentles,  or  wheat,  Mr.  Bambridge,  of  Eton,  will  send  to 
any  address  one  of  these  hooks. 

******* 
Killing  Fish. — The  Dutch  kill  their  fish  immediately 
upon  lifting  them  from  the  water  by  a longitudinal  incision 
made  with  a sharp  knife.  In  nearly  every  country  the 
fisherman  allows  his  prey  to  die  of  asphyxiation.  This 
is  wrong.  The  flesh  becomes  soft,  and  decomposes  far 
sooner.  Nobody  would  touch  poultry  or  game  that  had 
died  a natural  death.  Experiments  made  with  fish 
killed  immediately,  and  with  others  allowed  to  die  a 
natural  death,  have  proved  that  in  the  case  of  the 
former  the  flesh  retains  a far  more  delicate  taste  than  in 
that  of  the  latter. 

******* 

A STEANGE  incident  happened  to  the  St.  John  ship 
Samaritan  on  her  voyage  from  New  York  to  Shanghai. 
During  a heavy  gale  the  ship  was  thrown  on  her  beam 
ends,  and  when  she  righted  a curious  object,  covered 
with  sea  weed  and  crabs,  was  found  on  the  deck.  When 
the  captain  examined  the  strange  object  he  found  it  was 
a cask  of  most  excellent  claret.  Where  it  driftjd  from 
is  a mystery  of  the  sea  that  will  never  be  revealed. 
******* 

Me.  Alfeed  Jaedine  will  read  a paper  to-night 
(Friday),  Nov.  3,  before  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
Paper  Reading  Society,  at  headquarters.  The  Citizen, 
70,  Houndsditch,  Mr.  H.  J.  'libbatt’s,  host  and 
treasurer  (one  minute’s  walk  from  Liverpool-street 
Station).  The  recital  of  these  simple  facts  simply  means 
that  if  you  wish  to  have  a “ look  in”  you  must  come 
up  to  time,  or  a little  before  time  (8  30  p.m.).  This 
bouse  is  not  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Station. 
Those  who  have  heard  of  Mr.  Jardine  (and  who  has 
not?)  will  make  a point  of  attending.  Deagnet, 


366 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


I®"  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  8t.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 


Bridge  given  below. 

/SO  min.  for  Chelsea. 

z'55  min.  for  Kew. 

\40  ,,  ,,  Putney. 

\V5  .. 

,,  Richmond. 

Add'S 45  „ ,,  Hammer- 

Add (80  „ • 

,,  Twicken- 

/  smith. 

ham. 

^50  ,,  ,,  Barnes. 

^85  „ 

,,  Teddingd^on 

Example  ; — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday,  Nov.  4 

Morning. 

10.58  

Evening. 
11.28 

Sunday,  ,,  5 

11.55  



Monday,  ,,  6 

0 19  

0.39 

Tuesday,  ,,  7 

0.59  

1.17 

Wft(^nftft(iay,  ,,  8 

1.35  

152 

Thursday,  ,,  ■ 9 

2.  7 

2.24 

Friday,  ,,  10  

2.40  

2.56 

High  Water  at  Amberley  and  Pulborough. 

Saturday,  Nov.  4 

Morning. 

11,38  

Evening 

Sunday,  ,,  5 

0.  8 

0 35 

Monday,  ,,  6 

0.59  

1.19 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley. 

Pulborough  will  be  two  hours  forty  minutes  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  EEPORTS. 

laower  Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  cold 
weather  will  without  doubt  bring  the  jack  on  the  feed, 
and,  according  to  William  Milbourne’s  report,  this  is  the 
case  in  the  Hampton  Deep  ; but  to  be  generally  effective, 
it  will  require  something  like  a flood  of  water  to  disturb 
the  weeds  and  bring  the  jack  more  into  the  open  water. 
The  water,  at  the  time  I am  writing,  is  both  low  and 
bright,  and,  in  consequence,  it  will  require  selected 
places,  such  as  Hampton  Deep,  to  find  the  fish  at  home. 
Although  in  some  portions  of  the  river  there  is  a general 
absence  of  reports,  such  as  Walton,  Shepperton,  and 
Staines,  the  returns  from  Kingston  and  Sunbury  afford 
evidence  the  jack  are  on  the  move.  We  have  now  got 
over  the  anxieties  of  the  holiday  season,  when  poaching 
for  white  fish  is  expected  ; and,  with  the  exception  of 
the  men  who  were  convicted  and  taken  on  the  threshold 
of  that  period,  there  have  been  no  further  attempts,  and 
at  the  committee  meeting  of  the  Thames  Angling  Pre- 
servation Society,  on  Tuesday  last,  the  usual  account 
for  expenses  for  the  employment  of  additional  watchers 
was  ordered  to  be  paid.  It  may  be  well  to  state  that  in 
regard  to  recognition  in  the  case  of  finding  the  net  by 
Follett  he  received  one  guinea  as  a reward  ; his  expenses 
were  paid  to  the  magistrates’  meeting  at  Brentford  to 
give  evidence  as  to  his  finding  the  net,  and  an  additional 
five  shillings  for  his  time.  It  therefore  cannot  be  said 
that  services  in  such  cases  are  not  recognised.  The 
committee  at  that  meeting  agreed  to  publish  a leaflet  of 
four  pages  in  reference  to  the  new  bye-laws,  showing  the 
“ illegal  offences,”  “ information  to  anglers,”  and  some 
“ general  items,”  and  also  to  issue  a card  to  hang  up  in 
hotels  and  other  places  with  similar  matter.  Tlien,  with 
the  distribution  of  some  large  posters  and  some  thou- 
sands of  handbills,  the  old  plea  of  ignorance  ought  to  he 
of  no  avail.  As  to  the  appeal  which  is  being  made  to 
the  angling  clubs  for  preservation  and  increasing  the 
stock  of  fish,  the  extension  will  afford  time  for  those 
clubs  who  have  not  yet  responded  to  do  so,  and  this 
work  of  the  T.A.P.S.  should  prove  a useful  stimulant. 
— B. 

Upper  Thames.— Thursday.— Since  Tuesday  there 
has  Deen  some  twenty-six  hours’  continuous  rain,  and, 
although  it  has  not  been  of  a heavy  description,  suffi- 
ciently so  to  heighten  and  slightly  colour  the  river. 
Roach,  perch,  and  jack  are  now  rewarding  those  who 
specially  go  for  them,  the  latter  fish  particularly.  The 
Thames  Valley  on  Tuesday  night  and  morning  was 
visited  by  a sharp  8 degrees  of  frost,  and  this  should 
tend  to  improve  the  already  fair  perch  fishing.  It  may 
be  as  well  to  reiterate  what  I have  before  mentioned, 
viz.,  that  trailing  and  trolling  are  now  tabooed  on  the 
Thames. — Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames. — From  Staines  downwards  the  Thames  is 
still  very  low  and  bright,  and  very  heavy  falls  of  rain 
will  be  necessary  before  any  improvement  can  take 
place.  A few  roach  have  been  taken,  and,  at  Walton, 
some  small  jack,  but  no  one  has  done  much.  The  Wey 
is  in  fairly  good  trim,  though  a little  on  the  bright  side, 
and  the  Mole  is  in  pretty  decent  condition. — A. 

Thames  (Chertsey).— John  Poulter,  six  jack,  seven 
perch,  and  ten  dozen  of  roach  ; L Hackett,  four  jack, 
six  chub,  and  seven  dozen  of  roach  ; Mr.  W.  Cartwright, 
a brace  of  jack  weighing  81b. ; and  L.  Polten,  two  jack 
weighing  7ilh. 

Thames  (Hampton  Court). — William  Milbourne 
writes:  “ The  jack  have  come  on  the  feed,  the  private 
boats  have  been  getting  them.  Mr.  Creswick  has  been 
having  some  good  sport  in  the  Hampton  Deep,  his 


largest  fish  weighing  81b.  A gentleman  fishing  with 
James  Hedger  has  taken  five  jack,  the  largest  81b.  Mr. 
Simple,  fishing  by  himself,  has  caught  three  jack,  the 
largest  8 Jib.,  and  the  three  weighed  together  made  201b. 
The  water  is  low  and  bright.  The  roach  have  dropped 
off  this  last  week,  and  I am  afraid  we  shall  not  do  much 
good  till  we  get  more  rain.” 

Thames  (Hampton). — James  Langshaw,  jun.,  one 
day,  caught  two  jack,  one  weighing  51b.,  the  other 
4ilb. 

Thames  (Kingston). — John  Johnson,  in  the  week, 
fourteen  jack,  nine  perch,  eleven  barbel,  eight  chub, 
and  five  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  N.  Bolton,  in  two 
days,  two  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  and  a good  quantity 
of  gudgeon.  J.  Knight,  in  the  week,  four  jack,  eight 
perch,  three  bream,  and  fourteen  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace.  J.  Wilkes,  in  one  day,  three  barbel. 

Thames  (Oxford,  Iiechlade,  Cricklade). — Some 
good  reports  are  to  hand  of  sport  amongst  the  jack  and 
roach  in  these  districts,  the  former  caught  spinning  with 
roach  and  dace,  and  the  latter  with  gentles,  red  paste, 
and  wheat.  Just  above  Lechlade  a nice  lot  of  roach  and 
chub  have  recently  been  captured.  The  river  in  these 
parts  except  for  the  weeds  is  in  fairly  good  trim  for 
angling,  hut  above  Kempsford,  towards  Cricklade,  it  is 
not  at  present  navigable  even  for  small  boats.  I hear 
that  a local  divine  and  a Cricklade  man  have  caught 
several  Thames  trout  here  during  the  past  season  of 
about  21b.  and  31b.  apiece.  The  Thames  and  Severn 
Canal  in  places  affords  good  stretches  of  water  for 
angling,  and  it  is  reported  that  there  are  plenty  of 
roach,  perch,  and  jack  about,  but  that  they  run  small. 
In  the  course  of  a stroll  along  its  banks  I saw  a number 
of  small  dead  fish  floating  on  its  surface  and  wondered 
the  cause,  for  there  appeared  to  be  a thoroughly  good 
head  of  water,  but  here  and  there,  was  a quantity  of 
green  floating  sluice.  It  is  rumoured  that  the  Thames 
Conservancy  intend  taking  the  Gloucestershire  Coin 
into  their  hands.  Their  surveyors  have,  at  any  rate, 
taken  samples  of  its  water  for  analysis,  both  above  and 
below  the  town  of  Fairford.  When  passing  over  Pair- 
ford  Bridge  I raw  a cloud  of  Grey  Spinnrri  on  the  water, 
and  tbe  trout,  which  appeared  to  be  numerous,  were 
eagerly  sucking  them  in. — Rambler. 

Thames  (Hiclimond). — Christopher  Brown,  in  three 
days,  461b.  of  roach  and  dace.  H.  Wheeler,  in  one  day, 
201b.  of  roach  and  dace.  H.  Blight,  one  day,  five  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace.  H.  Mansell,  in  the  week,  701b.  of 
roach  and  dace,  and  a barbel  of  7jlb. 

Thames  (Sunbury). — Mr.  Edward  Clarke,  in  the 
week,  sixty  barbel.  A gentleman,  with  Herbert,  in  one 
day,  ten  jack,  the  largest  71b.  2oz.,  and  on  other  days  a 
total  of  fourteen  jack. 

Thames  (Teddington). — Joseph  Baldwin,  in  three 
half  days,  fifteen  dozen  of  roach,  one  perch,  and  a brace 
of  jack,  the  largest  fish  41b.  Mr.  Porter,  one  day,  with 
W.  McBride,  two  dozen  of  fine  roach  weighing  141b. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — C.  Brown,  in  three  days, 
501b.  of  roach  ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Islip,  241b.  of 
roach  Samuel  Cole,  in  the  week,  GOlb.  of  roach  and 
dace,  a carp  of  41b.,  two  bream,  and  one  barbel.  George 
Coxen,  in  three  and  a half  days,  571b.  roach  and  dace  and 
five  barbel.  J.  Coxen,  in  one  day,  141b.  of  roach  and 
dace.  J.  Dunn,  in  two  days,  281b.  roach  and  dace  and  a 
barbel  of  21b.  J.  Frost,  in  the  week,  601b.  of  roach  and 
dace,  three  bream,  and  one  barbel.  Pert  Hammerton,  in 
the  week,  701b.  of  roach  and  dace  and  three  barbel ; and 
John  Spong,  1001b.  of  roach  and  dace  and  four  barbel. 

Windsor  District. — Severe  frosts  having  visited 
this  district  will  greatly  assist  in  dispersing  weed  and 
uncovering  the  jack,  which  should  be  had  spinning,  but 
tackle  must  be  fine  single  salmon  gut  trace  and  stained 
fine  gimp  flights.  Though  I like  a gudgeon,  many  pin 
their  faith  to  a dace,  which  is  undoubtedly  a grand  bait, 
especially  if  water  a trifle  coloured,  but  just  now  it  is 
“ gin  bright.”  Mr.  Minns,  of  Monkey  Island,  in  half  an 
hour,  spinning,  has  had  three  jack,  5Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  and  one 
smaller.  Mr.  Hewlett,  of  Eton,  had  one  of  31b.,  which 
he  succeeded  in  killing  after  a lively  ten  minutes  on  the 
very  finest  gut  tackle  and  a crystal  No.  11  hook  ; Mr.  W. 
Fountain,  of  Eton,  out  with  G.  Paice,  of  Etonwick,  has 
made  some  capital  bags  of  barbel  on  two  occasions, 
the  gross  weight  being  401b.,  largest  41b.  7oz. ; Mr.  T. 
Skelton,  of  Datchet,  also  had  a good  day,  taking  seven- 
ieen  fish,  largest  3jlb.,  but  now  that  frost  has  set  in  in 
earnest  these  fish  will  assume  their  usual  dormant  state 
for  the  winter.  A few  small  bags  of  roach  have  been 
made  by  those  who  fish  fine,  and  with  good  ground-bait 
some  heavy  ones  should  be  caught  now,  and  will  be  found 
in  excellent  condition. — B.  R.  Bambeidge. 

Ancholme  District. — We  have,  I think,  got  to  the 
end  of  St.  Martin’s  summer,  as  we  had  our  first  snow 
and  ice  yesterday,  and  to-day  it  is  bitterly  cold.  This 
may  wake  up  the  pike  but  it  will  put  a damper  on 
visitors  and  anglers  in  general.  Before  the  change  three 
Sheffield  anglers  caught  a little  over  3st.  of  bream  one 
day  about  two  miles  above  Brigg.  Messrs.  Garnett  and 
Moulds  also  had  good  takes  of  roach  in  the  New  River 
Trout  are  working  upwards  towards  the  spawning 
beds. — Thomas  Ford. 

Armi. — The  water  is  reported  to  be  in  fair  condition, 
and  I hear  of  some  nice  takes  of  roach  in  the  Pulborough, 
Bury,  and  Amberley  districts.  The  Central  Association’s 
water  has  yielded  roach  up  to  11b.  14oz.  this  week,  and 
I hear  of  one  fortunate  angler  taking  four  roach  from 
the  Arun  in  the  Amberley  district,  weighing  between 
Clb.  and  71b  , his  total  basket  being  about  121b.  Mr. 
Rogers,  of  the  Great  Northern  Brothers,  has  just  taken 
a pretty  show  of  perch  from  the  river,  averaging  about 
Jib.  a fish,  and  the  largest  one  scaling  lib.  3oz.  I hear 
the  fish  were  caught  v/ith  gentles.  Numbers  of  anglers 
were  out  jacking  during  the  early  part  of  the  week,  but 
* sPort  was  not  vei'y  bright,  though  the  frost  will  no  doubt 
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sharpen  the  fishes’  appetites.  There  is  still  a lot  of  wifl 
growth  in  the  river. — Goosequill.  , 

Cornish  Streams. — The  Camel  is  clear,  but  bj^c 
means  in  bad  condition  as  far  as  quantity  of  water  ga 
The  serious  hindrance  to  good  sport  is,  however,  je 
floating  leaves  which  just  now  are  coming  dowct 
plentifully  that  below  Key  Bridge  it  is  almost  im  p. 
sible  to  fish.  Above  Wenford  the  fishing  is  better,  d 
rods  there,  I hear,  are  getting  fair  sport.  Salmon  h 
occasionally  seen  leaping  the  weir  at  Dunmeer,  and  U 
a few  have  gone  beyond  this,  but  they  have  given  vk 
little  sport.  The  Fowey  is  very  quiet,  and  exceptiil 
few  peal  nothing  has  been  caught. — Bodmin.  T 

Dee  (Corwen,  N.  Wales).— On  the  27th,  Mr.  SI 
landed  a salmon,  71b.,  and  two  sea-trout,  21b.  ; Mr. 
Williams,  one  salmon,  51b.  On  the  28th,  Mr.  Shaw  ( 

6 Jib.  On  Monday  night  there  were  two  inches  of  sni 
accompanied  with  hard  frost  and  thick  fog,  which 
not  clear  all  day  on  Tuesday.  To-day  (Wednesd 
weather  changed  mild  after  morning’s  rain  : Mr.  SI 
one,  101b. ; Mr.  H.  Williams  one,  51b.  The  season  do 
to-day  (Nov.  1).  Special  tickets  are  issued  for  grayl 
and  pike  up  to  14th  Feb.  1894,  at  5s. — Alwen. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks). — The  water  contin 
low,  weeds  and  leaves  coming  down  very  troublesoi 
We  have  had  two  or  three  severe  frosts,  which  ought 
improve  the  grayling  and  pike  fishing. — H. 

Hast  and.  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire). — I 
rod  season  for  salmon  has  now  closed.  So  far 
the  rivers  are  concerned  sport  has  been  nil,  for 
have  not  had  sufficient  water  during  the  past  f 
months  to  enable  the  fish  to  pass  the  weirs. — H. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — The  spate  of  last  week  m; 
prospects  a little  brighter  for  anglers.  A good  m? 
more  fish  are  showing  in  the  pools,  and  sport  has  ' 
proved.  On  Saturday,  Messrs.  T.  Robinson,  J.  Rob 
son,  and  J.  Bayley  had  each  one  in  the  Cargo  wai 
weighing  231b.,  161b.,  and  311b.  respectively;  Mr.  Jan 
Bone  killed  one,  181b.,  in  the  Association  water. 
Monday,  Mr.  E.  L.  Hough  two,  231b.  and  151b., 
Crosby ; and  Mr.  Bsaufort  and  Mr.  T.  H.  Hodgson  ea 
one  in  the  same  water.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Stephens 
and  Mr.  Webster  each  one  at  Corby.  In  the  Cai 
water,  Robert  Bone,  two,  191b.  and  231b.  ; Tom  Bo 
one,  181b.  ; and  Dan  Ellwood,  one,  101b.  Archdeac 
Prescott  landed  a nice  fish  of  181b.  at  Wetheral,  a 
Mr.  Joseph  Pox,  one,  251b.,  in  the  Association  wab 
Nov.  1,  the  Corby  Castle  keeper  had  one,  161b.,  and 
the  Association  water  Mr.  Joseph  Pox  killed  one,  2511 
Mr.  John  Baty,  one,  171b. ; and  Mr.  T.  Parkins,  oi 
181b.  The  heavy  showers  on  Wednesday  raised  t 
river  about  a foot,  and  left  it  a nasty  colour.  More  ra 
is  threatened. — Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — The  season  for  angling  for  salmi 
and  salmon  trout  with  the  rod  and  line  expired 
Monday.  There  is  no  previous  season  on  record 
which  so  many  fish  have  been  taken  on  the  tidal  riv( 
The  fish  congregated  principally  in  the  pools  belc 
Ruswarp  Dam.  They  were  unable  to  get  over  the  pass 
because  of  the  long-continued  drought,  thus  they  fe 
an  easy  prey  to  the  legitimate  angler  as  well  as  to  tl 
unscrupulous  “sportsman.”  The  watchers  employe 
by  the  conservators  netted  about  1000  fish,  and  trai 
ferred  them  to  the  upper  waters  of  the  Esk,  As 
consequence  of  the  drought,  angling  in  the  upp 
streams  has  been,  practically  speaking,  a dead  letter. 
Jno.  j.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  weather  has  be 
much  colder  during  the  past  few  days,  and  pike  ha 
been  moving  a little  livelier.  Spinning  has  proved  tl 
most  killing  method  up  to  the  present,  Mr.  Walla 
having  taken  several  nice  fish  in  the  Creedy,  on  t 
spoon  ; and  Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts,  two  or  three  fair  fi 
on  the  Devon,  largest  4jlb.  Messrs.  Edwards  ai 
Jackman,  fishing  the  Tiverton  Canal,  secured  seve 
all  of  a small  size.  They  report  “ weeds  still  in  ve 
vigorous  condition.”  Tbere  are  some  “ big  ’uns,”  wi 
on  in  the  twenties,  marked  down  already  in  the  Halberti 
locality. — Red  Palmer. 

Granta  (Whittlesford).— Prospects  unfavourab 
owing  to  continued  very  low  water. — Whitzer. 

Lea  and  Stort. — If  variety  is  charming,  we  ha 
had  it  lately  in  the  weather  ; two  or  three  frosty  nigh: 
a little  snow  on  Wednesday,  followed  by  a night’s  co 
tinuous  rain,  nothing,  however,  to  disturb  the  state 
the  rivers,  which  are  in  good  fishing  order.  La 
Sunday  was,  to  all  appearance,  a good  fishing  day,  b 
the  results  did  not  come  up  to  the  anticipations.  I ha 
heard  of  but  few  jack  having  been  taken  lately,  ai 
they  have  run  small.  Mr.  Girling  had  one  fro 
Waltham  weighing  21b.  15oz.  In  the  open  competitii 
at  Waltham  Abbey  on  the  29th  ult.  thirty  sat  down,  b 
only  two  prizes  were  taken,  by  Messrs.  Chapman  a; 
Lapwood.  On  Nov.  12  another  open  competition  will  I 
held  there  : prizes,  10s.,  5s.,  3s.,  2s.,  and  all  entries  ov 
forty  added  to  prize  list.  The  representative  contest 
already  creating  much  interest  amongst  anglers.  On 
one  member  of  each  club  will  be  selected,  who  will  ha' 
to  pay  Is.  each  for  a sweepstake  added  to  the  .£1  giv 
by  Mr.  H.  Avis  ; entries  to  A.  G.  Beach  at  the  King 
Arms  Hotel,  Waltham  Abbey.  The  Lea  drainage  wor 
are  still  going  on,  and  there  is  yet  a lot  of  lengths  to 
altered  and  improved.  It  is  a pity  that  the  work  w 
not  commenced  some  months  since,  as  at  any  time  nc 
there  may  come  a winter’s  flood,  which  would  put  i 
effectual  stop  to  the  operations,  and  very  likely  undo 
lot  of  the  work  that  has  been  done.  Thursday  mornini 
weather  and  water  favourable. — Spliced  Joint. 

Lea  (Ware). — We  have  had  some  sharp  frosts  tl 
week,  and  to-day  (Thursday)  we  are  having  a nice  rai 
which  has  greatly  improved  the  water,  and  it  looks  ve 
promising.  The  match  between  Mr.  Steve  Sampso 
of  the  Good  Intent,  and  Mr.  J.  Baldock,  of  the  T( 


November  4,  1893] 


367 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE 


PISHING  GAZETTE 


'bridge,  resulted  in  a victory  for  Mr.  Sampson,  witli  four 
i A to  Mr.  Baldock  nil. — Birni.  Inn. 

i Lea  (Ware).— We  have  had  a good  few  anglers  hero. 

, I at  not  many  fish  have  been  taken.  Mr.  Anthony,  of 
■'lie  Clissold  Park,  as  usual  liad  a few,  but  the  water  is 
Jat  in  good  order  yet.  A match  took  place  between  Mr. 

1 aldock  and  Mr.  Sampson  for  a sovereign,  Mr.  Sampson 
^eing  the  winner,  Mr.  Baldook  being  unfortunate, 
ilroaking  two  or  throe  hooks,  so  lost  his  fish.  We  have 
.lad  a little  rain  to-day,  which  should  improve  the 
•later. -Wooii,  Victory.  „ 

I Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  — Both  these 
!;reams  are  now  running  in  good  order,  and  the  frosty 
ights  of  this  week  should  bring  the  grayling  well  on 
lae  feed.  The  fish  have  risen  fairly  well  at  mid-da-y  at 
Idefly.  The  best  flies  are  the  Willow,  Silver  Twisted 
I Hue,  and  Red  Tag.  Grasshopper  fishing  should  be 
lood.  A few  anglers  out,  but  no  large  baskets  made. 

I'he  Pinsley  is  low  and  clear.— Gwynne. 

ii  Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland). 

..fivers  are  in  splendid  order.  The  weather,  too,  has 
leen  apparently  good,  yet  the  grayling  have  been 
larticularly  sulky  ; have  heard  of  only  two  or  three  fair 
' ask ets  being  made  for  a week  past.  After  two  nights 
If  sharp  frost  wind  has  dropped  to  south,  with  heavy 
- ioudy  weather.  All  the  autumn  flies  out  ; best  have 
leen  Whirling,  Mid  Blue,  Rod  Tag,  Blue  Gnat,  and 
Villows.  Grasshopper  (sink  and  drawl,  worm,  and 
Maggot  have  done  very  little. — R.  T.  Williams. 
ij  Medway  (Tonbridge). — Very  little  has  been  doing 
tn  this  river  as  regards  fishing,  although  the  water  has 
' een  in  splendid  condition,  the  frosts  and  east  winds 
I eera  to  have  put  the  fish  off  the  feed.  A few  small 
Jack  up  to  71b.  continue  to  be  taken.  It  has  been  raining 
iiOW  for  about  eighteen  hours,  so  we  shall  probably  have 
Another  flood,  let  us  hope  a good  “ rattler.”  Repairs  of 
■bck  gates  rather  interfere  with  lower  water  just  at  pre- 
sent, but  will  I believe  be  finished  this  week. — R.  E.  W. 

-f  Ouse  (Huntingdon).— I am  sorry  to  say  I cannot 
. eport  any  marked  improvement  in  sport  during  the 

I reek.  The  water  is  again  very  bright  indeed,  and 
I'lothing  but  using  exceedingly  fine  tackle  is  likely  to 
kiroduce  sport.  The  pike  have  at  times  been  fairly  well  on, 

mt  they  run  very  small  indeed,  and  at  least  50  per  cent, 
if  them  should  have  been  returned.  The  largest  I can 
(lear  of  was  taken  live  baiting,  and  scaled  just  under  61b. 
-(Che  frosty  nights  of  Sunday,  Monday,  and  Tuesday 
i^iave  caused  the  weeds  to  commence  rotting ; what  is 
i liow  wanted  is  sufficient  rain  to  cause  a flush,  so  as  to 
I’emove  them,  and  at  the  same  time  add  colour  to  the 
' water.  Until  we  are  favoured  with  this,  I do  not  antici- 
I Date  anything  very  important  will  be  done  in  the  way  of 
. i.ngling  in  this  locality. — B. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— Since  my  last  report  jack 
I lishing  has  improved,  but  not  many  sizeable  ones  taken. 
The  frosts  have  made  a little  more  sport.  Two  decent 
ones  have  been  taken,  one  71b.  and  one  51b.,  and  I think 
they  ■will  feed  better  now  the  weeds  are  getting  down. 

— H.  Rout. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — Water  in  grand  condition,  and 
i good  wind  on,  which  in  my  opinion  always  improves 
jack  fishing.  The  frosts  have  nicely  rotted  the  weeds, 
now  rendering  it  useless  for  the  jack  to  depend  upon 
them  for  protection  when  trying  conclusions  with  any- 
►thing  like  good  tackle.  Paternostering  seems  the 
lideadliest  style  just  now. — A.  Scaed. 
i Se'vern  (Sh.re'wsbury). — There  has  been  some  excel- 
lent angling  weather  of  late,  and,  the  Severn  having 
been  in  good  trim,  pike  fishers  have  been  having  suc- 
cessful sport  at  Atcham,  Uffington,  Aymestrey,  Shelton, 
ind  other  localities.  A few  good  perch  have  been  cap- 
tured with  the  red  worm.  Coarse  fishing  is  good  all 
round. — Piscatob. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanyniy- 
necll). — We  have  had  a repetition  of  the  tantalising 
experiences  of  the  past  few  weeks,  and  on  Wednesday 
another  storm  came  on,  and  the  water  in  these  rivers 
is  again  for  the  present  too  much  discoloured  for  the  fly. 
The  early  part  of  the  week  was  very  fine,  and  Tuesday 
proved  a splendid  day,  and  those  out  that  day  had  very 
good  sport  under  most  favourable  conditions,  as  a frosty 
night  was  succeeded  by  bright  sunshine  throughout  the 
day,  followed  by  a frosty  night  and  with  every  appear- 
ance of  settled  weather,  and  the  unexpected  storm 
on  Wednesday  was  a great  disappointment  to  all  our 
anglers  after  the  beautiful  weather  of  the  past  few  days. 
— V'YENWT. 

Stour  (Bures).— With  the  advent  of  colder  weather 
roach  are  now  commencing  to  feed,  although  as  the 
water  is  still  very  bright  no  catches  of  large  fish  have 
; been  made.  A few  small  jack  have  been  taken,  but 
nothing  of  any  size.  It  is  raining  fast  at  time  of 
writing,  but  we  require  a lot  of  rain  to  make  the  river 
in  condition  for  roach  angling. — W.  Bainbbidge. 

Sussex  Rivers,  &c.  — The  water  at  Chichester 
Canal  is  exceptionally  low  in  the  upper  reaches,  and 
. below  Donnington  there  is  scarcely  six  inches  to  step 
across.  At  present  the  basin  seems  full  of  pike,  and  in 
the  early  morning  and  evening,  when  on  feed,  the  small 
fry  may  be  seen  leaping  out  in  shoals.  Up  to  Monday 
several  fish  up  to  8Jlb.  have  been  taken,  and  from  121b. 

• to  201b.  weight  of  bream,  a few  fish  up  to  2tlb.  Spinning 
here  is  almost  out  of  the  question  with  not  more 
i than  3ft.  of  water,  and  weeds  more  or  less— generally 
i more— are  met  with  at  every  cast.  Live  baiting  alone 

II  has  secured  fish.  A carp  of  4^1b.  was  recently  taken 
'i  by  Mr.  S.  Young.  The  lower  reaches  between  the 

locks  are  reported  as  full  of  perch  and  pike.  The 
i Ouse  roach  anglers  have  had  fair  sport  above  Bar- 
' combe,  baskets  up  to  14Jlb.  of  good  fish  have  been  taken, 
I some  few  fish  weighing  1.11b.  In  the  upper  reaches  pike 
I up  to  8Jlb.  have  been  taken,  and  perch  of  2Jlb.  The 
I Rother  has  had  but  few  visitors,  but  those  who  have 


tried  the  water  from  Selham  to  Midhurst  have  been 
rewarded  with  pike  up  to  71b.,  perch  to  21b.,  and 
several  good  roach  and  dace.  From  the  Adur,  in  the 
tidal  water,  takes  of  dace,  roach,  and  flat  fish  up  to 
baskets  of  lOilb.  have  been  made,  and  from  the  upper 
water  a brace  of  41b.  carp  and  several  small^  pike. 
Harbour  fishermen  are  getting  a few  codling  with  rag 
worm,  and  from  the  coast  good  takes  of  codfish,  whiting, 
and  pout  are  recorded. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Knighton).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is 
running  in  fair  order  for  angling.  The  cold  frosty  nights 
and  bright  days  have  brought  grayling  on  the  feed 
better.  But  few  rods  have  been  out,  but  the  prospect 
of  sport  is  good  with  the  fly. — K.  Knighton. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  running 
low  and  clear,  but  in  capital  order  for  fishing.  The 
weather  has  been  frosty  at  night  with  bright  sunshiny 
days,  and  grayling  have  sported  freely  between  the 
hours  of  eleven  and  three.  A good  few  rods  have  been 
out,  and  have  used  the  Red  Tag,  Willow,  Green  Insect, 
Whirling  Blue,  and  Silver  Twisted  Blue.  Grasshopper 
and  maggot  fishing  has  been  successful.  Pike  fishing 
has  been  slow  this  week,  although  there  are  plenty  of 
them  in  the  river.  On  Monday  a gentleman  visiting  the 
town  tried  the  water,  and  with  the  Red  Tag  and  Willow 
landed  ten  good  - sized  grayling.  With  the  maggot 
some  good  dishes  of  dace  have  been  landed.  Near 
Ludford  some  very  good  grayling  were  caught  on 
Tuesday  with  the  Whirling  Blue  and  Green  Insect.  With 
the  grasshopper  six  good  grayling  were  taken.  The 
Ony,  Corve,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  running  low  and  clear. 
Sport  in  the  Corve  good ; little  doing  in  the  other 
streams. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  cold,  frosty  nights  and 
bright  days  has  brought  the  grayling  more  on  the  feed. 
The  water  in  this  part  is  clear  and  suitable  for  either  fly 
or  grasshopper  fishing.  There  has  been  a few  anglers 
out,  who  have  used  the  Willow,  Red  Tag,  and  Whirling 
Blue,  and  some  very  nice  grayling  have  been  taken. 
The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  low  and  clear. 

Rp  C E STE  R 

Wharfe,  Yore,  &c.— There  have  been  heavy  floods 
in  both  rivers  since  my  last  report.  Mr.  Gray  killed 
seven  grayling  weighing  61b.,  at  Ilkley,  the  largest  being 
11b.  5oz.  Mr.  Geo.  Hellewell  had  nineteen  at  Tanfield 
on  Monday.  Very  little  has  been  accomplished  with  fly. 
Blue  Hawk,  Apple  Green  Dun,  and  Dark  Needle  best 
killers  at  present. — F.  M.  Walbran. 

Wimbledon  Lake  (Wimbledon).— Oct.  29.  Mr. 
Harding,  of  Quix-road,  South  Wimbledon,  jack,  5ilb.  ; 
and  Charlie  Smith,  a regular  and  thorough  sportsman, 
took  one  of  41b.  ; there  were  also  a few  roach  and  bream 
taken  by  Mr.  Arnold.  Oct.  30.  Mr.  Turner,  of  Ham- 
mersmith, jack,  61b.,  and  also  lost  two  others.  Oct.  31. 
Mr.  Travers,  of  Putney,  two  jack  before  ten  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  scaling  ll|lb.  This  (Wednesday) 
morning  the  lake  had  a coating  of  ice  a quarter  of  an 
inch  thick  on  the  bottom  part  of  it,  for  about  300  yards. 
The  frost  is  causing  the  weeds  to  rot  fast,  and  there 
should  be  some  good  sport  now  in  the  deep  water  in 
front  of  the  keeper’s  lodge.  Mr.  J.  Grassman  had  some 
good  bream. — A.  Newham. 

Yare  (Nor-wich).  — Very  little  news  concerning 
angling  has  reached  me  this  past  week.  Ho.st 
Garrett,  from  Buckenham  Ferry,  tells  me  he  has  been 
visited  by  numbers  of  fishermen  during  several  weeks 
past,  and  they  mostly  have  done  remarkably  well.  I 
am  of  opinion  that  Cantley  and  Brundall  people  would 
tell  the  same  tale  ; but  many  anglers  are  very  reticent 
as  to  what  they  catch  and  where  they  go,  making  up,  I 
suppose,  for  those  who  go  everywhere  and  catch  every- 
thing extraordinary.  On  the  Bure  some  good  sport  was 
had  last  Saturday  by  a Norwich  angler.  He  ground- 
baited  near  Ranworth  Dyke,  and  then  rowed  down  lower 
to  some  shallows,  and  fished  for  roach  and  rudd,  both  of 
which  he  succeeded  in  catching  in  large  numbers,  and 
of  fair  average  size  ; returning  later  to  his  biited  ground 
he  landed  about  3 stone  of  bream,  and  had  several  runs 
with  pike  whilst  catching  the  bream.  Some  small  jack 
have  been  taken  on  both  rivers,  but  none  worth  re- 
cording.— Robert  Moll. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — We  have  had  calm  weather  during  the 
past  week,  and  a fair  number  of  boat  anglers  have 
been  off  ; but  to-day  (Nov.  1)  we  have  a gale  from  the 
west  with  a high  sea  running,  and  the  weather  has  come 
in  so  cold  that  I fear  boat  angling  is  about  over  for  the 

season.— H.  , ^ i i 

Deal.— Oct.  24,  fairly  good  sport  for  boats  in  the  bay. 
25th,  weather  unsettled;  scarcely  any  sport.  26th, 
still  unsettled  weather  ; nothing  worth  recording.  27th, 
weather  moderated ; boats  brought  in  splendid  catches 
of  very  fine  whiting  and  codling.  28th,  grand  sport ; 
boats  bringing  in  very  fine  catches  of  whiting  and  cod- 
ling. Mr.  Grist  and  Mr.  Newell  decided  to  try  their 
luck  again  with  their  old  boatmen.  Marsh  and  Roberts, 
each  bringing  in  over  five  score  whiting  and  several 
other  fish  ; and  a few  very  fine  pollack  were  taken  on 
the  pier.  29th,  J.  Walker,  of  the  South  Hornsey 
Angling  Society,  had  some  excellent  sport,  taking 
forty-four  whiting,  besides  several  plaice  and  smaller 
fish.  Three  members  of  the  Greenwich  Angling 
Society  took  eleven  score  whiting.  Mr.  Grist  and 
Mr.  Rogers  had  four  score  big  whiting,  and  Mr. 
Newell  five  score  of  fine  whiting.  There  were  several 
members  here  from  different  angling  societies,  who 
had  some  very  good  sport  both  on  the  pier  and  in  boats. 
30th.  First-rate  fishing  for  everybody  to-day.  The 
amateurs  got  large  numbers  between  6 and8.30inthe 
morning,  ten  score  on  average.  Mr.  Grist  and  Mr. 
Rogers,  fishing  with  H.  Roberts  in  the  May  Floicer , got 
seven  score  whiting  and  a few  plaice  and  dabs.  Tides 


suit  well  now,  weather  changed  and  colder.  I should 
advise  anyone  coming  for  sea-fishing  to  provide  them- 
selves with  warm  clothing. — Edward  Hanger,  Agent. 

Scarborough. — Pier  anglers  are  having  grand  sport 
with  ” billets  ” just  now.  About  four  stone  (.561b.) 
were  landed  by  one  rod  on  Tuesday  last.  Silver  whiting 
appear  to  have  quite  left  the  bay,  and  cod  are^  V>y  no 
means  plentiful  over  the  Scars,  but  some  good  plaice  and 
dabs  are  to  be  had  nearer  the  shore. — H. 

Tenby  (South  Wales).  Oddly  enough,  mackerel 
showed  up  last  week,  after  giving  us  the  go-by  during 
the  summer,  and  ten  dozen  fish  were  secured  by  one 
boat  on  Friday  last.  There  are  a great  many  conger 

about,  and  some  good  takes  have  been  made. — H. 

Whitby. — The  northerly  breezes  which  have  prevailed 
during  the  last  tew  days  have  had  the  effect  of  raising 
the  sea  and  driving  into  the  harbour  excellent  shoals  of 
billets,  flatfish,  pennocks,  and  the  like.  Day  by  day  the 
amateur  anglers  have  posted  themselves  on  the  quays 
and  down  by  the  banks  of  the  river,  and,  with  mussel  or 
herring  as  bait,  have  had  a good  deal  of  sport.  The 
catching  of  billets,  and  even  pennocks,  ;.ffjrls  capital 
sport. — J.  J.  Jackson. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk. — During  the  latter  part  of  last  week 
some  good  sport  has  been  obtained  all  along  the  river, 
and  several  salmon  were  killed.  In  the  upper  reaches, 
Burnfoot  water,  Mr.  J.  M.  Little  caught  a grilse  of 
3^1b.  and  a salmon  of  51b.,  both  with  fly.  Lord  George 
Scott  and  a friend  had  eight  salmon  from  the  Duke  of 
Buccleuch’s  reserved  water.  In  the  same  water,  Mr. 
Graham,  Holmwood,  had  three  (aggregate  weight  about 
601b.).  Fishing  in  the  Byreburnfoot  water  Mr.  J. 
Jardine,  Bowholm,  caught  two  salmon,  weighing  271b. 
and  181b.  respectively.  In  the  same  water  Mr.  R. 
Doughty,  Byreburnfoot,  one  of  281b.,  and  another 
of  221b.  Mr.  W.  A Connell,  killed  one  of  15Jlb. ; 
Dr.  Moon,  one  of  201b.  ; and  Dr.  Burrell,  one  of 
101b.  ; Mr.  de  Cocq,  one  of  211b.  ; Mr.  William 
Paterson,  one  of  221b.  ; Mr.  John  Murray,  one  of 
201b.  ; and  Mr.  John  Calvert,  one  of  24^1b.  Mr.  Elliot 
had  a good  fish ; Mr.  Jas.  Church,  one  of  141b. ; 
and  Mr.  Benjamin  Wylie,  one  of  91b.  Sir  Richard 
Graham  and  party  have  had  good  sport  during 
the  last  fortnight.  Messrs.  R.  Calvert,  sen.,  and  R.  Cal- 
vert, jun.,  have  had  capital  sport  in  the  Liddle,  the  former 
having  a salmon  of  181b.  The  best  basket  obtained  in  the 
Liddle  was  that  made  by  Messrs.  Graham,  of  Crook- 
holm,  who,  in  a day’s  fishing,  killed  half  a dozen  salmon 
averaging  over  211b.  each. — Gilnockie. 

Brora.— A catch  of  seven  sea-trout,  weighing  over  101b. , 
by  Mr.  George  Adams,  and  a few  smaller  ones  by  Mr. 
George  Campbell  closed,  the  season  on  the  river  and  loch. 
The  season  has  been  a most  successful  one.  For  a fort- 
night in  September,  Loch  Brora  yielded  excellent  sea- 
trout  sport  to  quite  a large  number  of  anglers. 

Dee,  Don  (Aberdeenshire).— The  season  closed  on 
Tuesday.  From  start  to  finish  there  has  been  no  bril- 
liant record  made.  From  the  middle  of  April  till  the 
middle  of  September  fishing  was  almost,  if  not  entirely, 
suspended.  On  the  Don,  Deveron,  North  Esk,  Ythan, 
and  such  like  salmon  rivers  the  whole  season  has  been 
grouped  into  the  past  few  miserable  weeks  of  the  back- 
end. The  Invercauld  Arms  Ballater  waters  again  take  the 
lead  as  the  premier  section  on  the  Dee.  Here 
spring  fish  were  got  almost  on  the  opening  day. 
On  the  Balmoral,  Birkhall,  and  Braemar  sections  a 
fairly  good  season  has  been  enjoyed  all  through.  Sir 
Algernon  Borthwick  and  his  daughter  had  the  best 
record  of  the  spring  on  the  Invercauld  water,  when,  in 
the  short  space  of  three  weeks,  they  creeled  over  eighty 
fish.  On  this  same  section.  Colonel  Parker  Jervis  and 
Mr.  Farquharson,  of  Invercauld,  had  a good  few  autumn 
fish  ; while  Princess  Louise,  Duchess  of  Fife,  has  the 
magnificent  score  of  over  forty  to  her  own  rod  on  the 
Mar  Lodge  Water.  On  the  Invercauld,  Ballater  section, 
the  Messrs.  Upcher  and  Mr.  Wm.  Murdoch  killed  over 
one  hundred  fish  in  June.  During  the  preceding  month  of 
May  three  rods  on  this  section  had  over  three  hundred 
fish.  On  the  C ambus  O’ May  Lord  d’Arcy  Osborne  did 
fairly  well  during  the  early  spring ; while  the 
Messrs.  Haven,  on  the  Monaltrie  section  had  a 
fair  record.  On  these  famous  waters  Sir  Wm.  Brooks 
and  guests  (and  tenants  during  the  months  of  April 
and  May),  have  a total  of  some  800  fish— much  below 
the  best  record  season,  but  yet  on  the  whole  a fair 
average.  On  the  Aboyne  section,  both  the  Huntly 
Lodge  and  the  Huntly  Arms  water  have  yielded  a good 
few  fish.  On  the  former  section,  Colonel  Stanley  Clarke 
and  Mr.  L.  Wynne  have  landed  several  fine  fish ; while 
on  the  Huntly  Arms  water  Mr.  Cayley  aud  Colonel 
Telford  have  also  done  well.  On  the  Aboyne  Castle 
waters  the  Marquis  of  Huntly  and  party  have  had  an 
occasional  fish  during  the  autumn.  On  the  Upper  Dess 
waters  Admiral  Sir  Arthur  Farquhar,  and  other 
of  Mr.  Davidson’s  friends,  including  Admiral  C. 
Fane,  had  between  twenty  and  thirty  fish  for  the  back- 
end On  the  Lower  Dess  waters  last  week.  Rev.  C.  W. 
Nash,  M.  A.,The  Rectory,  Kincardine  O’Neil,  Mr.  Walter 
Davidson,  Capt.  Davidson,  and  Capt.  Findlay  had  good 
sport.  During  the  spring,  on  this  small  but  prolific 
section,  excellent  sport  has  been  obtained.  On  the 
Norton  water  Mr.  Wm.  Lamond  and  Capt.  Forbes  landed 
two  good  fish.  During  the  season  close  on  one  hundred 
fish  have  been  grassed,  which  is  a normal  average 
obtained  on  few  sections.  On  the  Borrowstone  waters 
Mrs.  Picktring  creeled  two  good  fish  on  Monday  last 
making  a total  of  thirty  for  the  autumn  ; while  between 
this  and  the  Commonty  section  Sir  Herbert  Lewes  and 
Mr.  Wormald  had  sixty-eight  during  the  spring 
months.  On  the  Ballogie  water  Mr.  W.  E.  Nicol 
and  Mr.  Stainton  have  some  twenty  odd  fish  for  the 
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back-end  angling,  in  addition  to  a score  of  about 
sixty  creeled  by  Mr.  E.  Drummond,  the  spring  tenant. 
On  the  Carlogie  water,  Mr.  Sydney  Campbell  and  Mr.  R. 
H.  Cox  have  creeled  fifteen  fish  during  the  past  month. 
On  the  Sluie  water  Mr.  Duncan  Davidson  landed  several 
fish,  heaviest  SOlb.  On  the  Woodend  section  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Farnell  Watson  have  had  a very  fair  season.  On 
the  Blackhall  Castle  waters  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay  has  had 
similar  success,  although  this  section  is  far  behind 
former  years.  On  the  Cairnton  water  Mr.  T.  Turner 
Earley  is  much  behind  his  average.  On  the  Inchmarlo 
section  Mr.  Cordes  has  done  fairly  well.  On  the  Lower 
Crathes  waters  some  twenty  fish  were  grassed  for  the 
autumn,  while  Mr.  Baird,  on  the  Durris  water,  had  over 
eighty  ; and  Mr.  Irvine  thirty,  on  the  Drum  section, 
both  below  the  average.  On  the  Park  and  lower  beats 
the  back-end  cannot  be  pronounced  other  than  a 
dead  failure.  A few  salmon  and  some  splendid 
baskets  of  sea-trout  have  been  got  on  the  Heathcot 
waters.  All  through  the  season  the  fish  have 

been  of  excellent  quality  and  shape,  and  there 
has  been  a conspicuous  absence  of  disease  since  spring. 
On  the  Don  the  best  fished  section  has  been  the  Upper 
Grandholm  water,  and  a fairly  good  record  has  been  run 
up  during  the  past  five  weeks.  Here  Colonel  Conolly, 
Professor  Cash,  Mr.  Sheriffs,  Mr.  Bott,  Mr.  Jopp,  Mr. 
Davidson,and  Mr. Cox  have  a total  of  200  fish  among  them. 
The  heaviest  of  the  season  to  the  rod  on  this  section 
scaled  411b.  The  Burgh  water  at  Kintore  has  fished  but 
poorly,  while  an  occasional  fish  has  been  got  as  far  as 
Alford.  On  the  Nether  Don  Messrs.  Murray,  Gilch 
Laing,  Walker,  and  other  ticket-holders  have  met  with 
only  partial  success  compared  with  former  years.  At 
the  Cruives  of  Don  Mr.  W.  Donald  had  five  fish  for 
three  days’  fishing.  The  Ythan  has  been  a partial  failure 
during  the  back-end.  On  the  Ugie  some  good  baskets 
of  sea-trout  have  been  made,  but  salmon  fishing  has  been 
a blank.  On  the  Maud  and  Deer  sections  Mr.  J.  D. 
Irvine  creeled  two  grilse,  of  51b.  and4ilb.,and  a number 
of  sea-trout,  one  of  which  scaled  3Jlb.,  and  good  baskets 
of  common  trout.  The  heaviest  authenticated  salmon 
got  on  the  Dee  was  taken  by  Mr.  Whyte  on  the  inland 
section  of  the  Ballater  water,  and  scaled  32Jlb.  Neither 
a 36ib.  nor  a 391b.  fish  was  got,  as  reported. — Deesideb. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — There  was  a slight  improve- 
ment in  the  rod  fishing  on  this  river  during  the  closing 
week  of  this  season.  On  the  Netherdale  water  Capt. 
H.  Morris  had  four  salmon,  of  6|lb.,  8|lb.,  IGlb.,  and 
161b. ; Major  Hunt  had  one  of  20|lb.  ; Mr.  Harvey,  one 
of  281b. ; and  the  keeper,  two  grilse  of  4|lb.  each,  and 
two  salmon,  of  131b.  and  191b.  each  ; the  keeper  killed 
also  a fine  specimen  of  the  bull-trout,  weighing  lOJlb. 
On  the  Laithers  water,  Miss  Stewart  had  a beauty  of 
19jlb.  On  the  Muiresk  water,  Mr.  Spottiswood  had  five 
fish  of  61b.  to  151b.  On  the  Carnousie  section,  Mr. 
Charlesworth  had  a fish  of  24Jlb.  ; and  the  keeper  one 
of  81b.  Pew  fish  were  killed  on  the  upper  sections  ; a 
grilse  of  41b.  was  landed  by  Dr.  Center,  on  the  Asswanly 
water.  The  fishing,  which  closed  on  Tuesday  for  the 
season,  has  been  very  poor. — H.W. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).— We  are  already  in  the 
midst  of  wintry  weather.  Snow  fell  heavily  on  Sunday, 
and  by  Monday  the  hills  were  covered  with  snow  to 
their  base.  Monday  was  again  stormy,  but  on  Tuesday 
there  was  an  improvement,  thei’e  being  a partial  thaw. 
Spawning  is  going  on,  but  as  yet  vex’y  partially.  On 
some  of  the  burns  a few  fish  have  taken  up  their  position, 
but  on  the  main  river  very  few  are  seen.  Sea-fishing  is 
extremely  poor  on  this  coast  at  present.  The  winter 
herring  fishing  begins  next  month. — S.  C. 

South,  of  Scotland. — Several  of  the  rivers  close  for 
the  season  this  week,  viz. , the  Border  Esk  and  the  Gallo- 
way rivers,  the  Fleet  and  Dee.  The  olde  st  fisherman  living 
never  remembers  a season  like  this  one. — The  Nith. — 
Not  more  than  a score  of  salmon  have  been  killed  this 
back-end  with  fly.  On  every  stretch  the  season  has  been 
of  the" worst  description. — The  Galloway  Rivees. — 
With  the  exception  of  the  Urr,  the  angling  in  the  rivers 
and  lochs  closes  this  (Wednesday)  evening,  and  all  the 
season  has  been  adead  failure  for  trout  ard  salmon. — The 
Annan. — Some  good  salmon  have  been  killed  on  this 
river  during  the  week.  In  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch’s 
portion  Mr.  J.  Gardiner  had  one  of  251b.  In  the  Four 
Towns  water  Mr.  T.  Jardine  killed  one  of  211b.  ; Mr. 
G.  Jardine  one  of  151b. ; Mr.  R.  Cowan  one  of  71b.  A 
few  salmon,  weighing  from  IGlb.  to  251b.,  have 
been  killed  in  the  Dormont  water.  Mr.  Murray  had  one 
of  201b.  In  Mount  Annan  water,  on  Monday,  Sir 
William  Marsh  killed  a splendid  clean  run  salmon  of 
over  201b. ; Mr.  Dirone  killed  a small  grilse  of  3|lb.  and 
a salmon  of  181b.  ; Mr.  James  Bell-Irving  had  fair  sport 
in  the  higher  water  above  Hoddom.  In  Blacketlees 
water,  Mr.  Wm.  Wright  killed  a beautiful  fish  of  201b. 
and  another  of  151b.  In  Hoddom  Castle  water,  Mr. 
David  Tweedie  killed  one  of  18^1b.  Mr.  D.  Johnstone 
killed  three,  221b.,  201b.,  and  161b.  Mr.  C.  Inglis  had 
one  of  221b.  Mr.  John  Irving  two,  221b.  and  191b.  ; and 
Mr.  James  Dixon,  one,  of  201b.  Mr.  Cowan  had  two 
fish  last  week  end.  In  Castlemilk  water,  Mr.  Joynson, 
of  Wyseby,  had  one  of  141b.  on  Monday.  In  the  lower 
waters,  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  killed  one  of  231b.,  and  Mr. 
Bell  one  of  181b.  In  Craigdale  stream,  Mr.  W.  Robison 
had  one  of  161b.,  and  on  Monday  he  had  one  at  the  back 
of  Milnebie  Caul,  which  weighed  201b.  Mr.  Rae  killed 
one  in  Hoddom  water  on  Tuesday.  The  season  on  the 
Annan  closes  on  the  15th  inst. — Heatherbell. 

Thurso  (Halkirk)  . — Like  many  others  in  the  north 
of  Scotland  the  autumn  angling  for  salmon  and  grilse  in 
this  river  during  the  past  season  is  the  worst  on  record. 
There  were  two  little  spates  in  August,  but  the  rush 
being  sudden  and  of  short  duration,  did  little  or  no 
good.  As  the  season  advanced  the  spates  became  more 
frequent  and  of  greater  volume,  the  water  was  clean. 


and  fish  began  to  come  up,  but  too  late  for  the  anglers, 
as  the  fishing  closed  on  Sept.  14.  A fairly  good  head  of 
late  run  fish  is  now  in  the  river,  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  spawning  beds  will  be  well  stocked.  The 
hatchery  has  been  ovei’hauled  and  is  ready  for  the 
usual  quantity  of  ova  being  laid  down. — A.  H. 

Tweed.  — The  flood  of  last  week  has  not  had 
the  effect  so  much  desired.  Severe  frosts  have  been 
experienced.  A capital  take  of  fine  salmon  was  got  by 
Mr.  Archibald  Steel  on  the  Floors  Castle  lower  water, 
the  heaviest  fish  weighing  301b.  The  largest  fish  of  the 
season  was  captured  by  Dr.  Buckley,  weight  401b.  The 
only  fish  got  on  the  Teviot  during  the  week  was  a grilse 
of  61b.,  killed  by  Mr.  James  Chisholm.  Miss  Wyndham 
Lewis  had  a 21Jlb.  fish ; Dr.  Dyson  and  Miss  Vickars  have 
had  one  salmon,  12lb.,  and  two  grilse  ; Mr.  Perkins  has 
had  three  fish,  and  Mr.  Bewicke  one  of  161b.  ; Mrs. 
Godman  had  a salmon  of  14|lb.  ; Sir  Richard  Griffith,  a 
grilse,  81b.  ; Lady  Griffith,  one  fish  of  131b.  ; and  Mr. 
James  Kerss,  two,  of  131b.  and  241b.  ; and  Mr.  Pringle, 
one  of  201b. ; Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  has  had  six  fish,  131b., 
141b.,  161b.,  181b,  231b.,  and  271b.  ; Earl  Clanwilliam, 
one  of  171b.  ; Mr.  R.  Arkwright,  one  of  121b.  ; and  the 
Earl  of  Home,  one  of  101b.  (an  old  spring  salmon),  and 
one  of  231b.  ; Mr.  C.  Trotter  also  had  one  salmon  of  371b.  ; 
Mr.  G.  Trotter,  one  of  191b.  ; and  Mr.  Hugh  Warrender, 
one  of  181b.  ; tbe  Hon.  R.  Brougham  has  had  three  fish, 
all  good  weights ; Mr.  Farquhar  has  had  three  or  four 
fish. — Max  WHEEL. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Lough  Neagfh. — The  fisheries  of  Lough  Neagh  ter- 
minated on  the  31st  ult.  Taken  all  round  the  pollen 
fishing  season  was  a poor  one,  as  the  fish  were  small,  of  a 
poor  quality,  and  scarce  in  numbers.  The  season  started 
fairly  in  February  last,  but  it  was  practically  over  in 
July.  This  season  numerous  prosecutions  were  insti- 
tuted against  persons  selling  small  pollen,  and  fines 
from  £1  to  .£100  (in  one  case)  were  inflicted.  The  trout 
netting  season  terminated,  or  was  supposed  to  terminate, 
on  Aug.  19  last ; practically  it  closed  last  Tuesday.  The 
pollen  season  opens  the  first  day  of  February  next. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — The 
angling  season  on  the  Shannon  terminated  yesterday 
(Oct.  31),  so  that  for  the  next  three  months  the  salmon, 
grilse,  and  trout  will  enjoy  a respite  from  the  war  that 
has  been  carried  on  against  them  by  fishermen  from  all 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The  October  fishing  has, 
on  the  whole,  been  a success,  and  all  of  our  English 
visitors  have  enjoyed  themselves  thoroughly  during 
their  sejour  here.  Thanks  to  the  skill  and  perseverance 
of  Mr.  John  D.  Banks,  of  Liverpool,  one  at  least  of  the  big 
salmon  that  had  escaped  all  the  season  has  been  brought 
to  boat.  On  Thursday  last  that  accomplished  angler 
hooked  the  big  fish  at  the  head  of  Legeen  rapid.  Very  many 
wild  rushes,  several  of  which  rendered  the  crossing  of 
the  river  necessary.  By  5.30,  owing  to  a storm  of  wind 
and  rain,  and  unusual  darkness,  the  prospects  of  landing 
the  fish  appeared  remote.  Some  enthusiasts  from  Kil- 
laloe, possibly  having  had  it  suggested  to  them  that  their 
optics  might  be  equal  to  the  strain  of  seeing  a fish 
landed  in  the  dark,  had  wended  their  way  to  the  scene. 
One  wag  suggested  that  an  electric  search  light 
should  be  sent  for,  and  a second  that  Bill  Malone  had 
better  make  haste  and  gaff  him,  as  the  season  for  killing 
salmon  ended  on  the  31st.  After  a desperate  attempt  to 
make  down  over  the  Isle  Rue  rapids,  the  fish  was  towed 
some  200  yards  up  river  to  Legeen  Wall,  where  the  rod 
was,  with  the  assistance  of  Bill  Malone,  transferred  to 
terra  firnia.  Malone,  in  response  to  John  Barry’s 
urgent  calls  for  the  gaff,  making  too  much  haste  down 
the  bank,  landed  in  the  river,  and  in  his  efforts  to  get 
aboard  cannoned  against  John  Barry  in  the  boat,  who 
narrowly  escaped  being  sent  bodily  in  search  of  the  fish. 
To  the  patient  hearers  this  sounded  like  a parting  splash 
from  Salmo,  but  not  so.  Bill  Malone  soon  had  his  trusty 
gaff  in  the  right  direction,  and  gave  the  coup  de  grace  to 
as  game  a fish  of  361b.  as  any  angler  need  wish  to  meet 
in  any  water.  Mr.  Banks  also  killed  daring  the  week 
eight  other  fish — five  salmon,  of  131b.,  T21b.,  10|lb.,  101b., 
and  101b.,  and  three  grilse,  61b.,  61b.,  and  51b.  ; Col. 
Willans  and  Mr.  Swanston  had  one  salmon,  131b.,  and 
four  grilse,  91b.,  71b.,  71b.,  and  61b.  ; Mr.  W.  M.  Gordon, 
one  salmon,  171b.,  and  four  grilse,  81b,,  71b.,  71b.,  and 
51b  ; John  Lyons  and  R.  Johnson,  two  grilse,  71b. 
and  51b.  Yesterday  (Tuesday)  being  the  last  day  of  the 
season,  Mr.  J.  D.  ISanks,  Colonel  Willans,  and  Mr. 
Swanston,  returned  to  England,  and  Mr.  W.  M.  Gordon 
to  Scotland.  And  now  I must  say  adieu  to  all  of  my 
angling  friends  until  next  year,  when  I sincerely  hope 
we  shall  all  meet  again  on  the  emerald  banks  of  our 
beloved  Shannon. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).  — Sea  Angling.  — Sea 
angling  has  been  pretty  good  on  favourable  days.  On 
Saturday  a boat  containing  four  anglers  took  350 
whiting,  gurnard,  and  bream,  and  two  anglers  out 
pollack  fishing  had  thirty  fish  between  them.  The 
pollack  taken  continue  large,  but  all  other  fish  brought 
to  boat  were  smaller  than  usual.  Mackerel  of  a large 
size  are  very  numerous  at  present,  and  the  seine  boats 
continue  to  make  large  captures  among  them  on  favour- 
able  nights. — Thos.  J.  Dennehy, 


COM.MERCE,  WITH  ITS  SPREADING  WINGS,  has  Iravei'setl  the 
globe  many  times,  and  binds  nations  together  with  tlie  strong 
ties  of  mutual  self-interest.  Through  its  inlluence  London  has 
become  the  metropolis  of  the  world,  and  her  merchants  have 
amassed  wealth  sufflcietit  to  make  tliem  the  envy  of  princes. 
Holloway's  Pills  and  Ointment  have  now  become  essential  articles 
of  commerce  with  all  parts  of  the  world.  They  have  effected 
cures  which  have  seemed  miraculous,  and  given  relief  in  com- 
plaints when  all  hope  had  been  lost.  In  all  known  diseases  their 
success  has  at  all  times  been  wonderful.  In  cases  of  disorders  of 
the  stomach,  bile,  liver  complaint,  iiidl^IHuii,  feyers,  ague,  Ac., 
they  act  like  a charm,  as  the  cure  is  Bjicedy  and  certain. 


THE  OBLIGING  MAN. 

1. 

Once  there  was  a very  obliging  man  who  tried  t> 
please  everybody.  This  was  the  sign  which  the  obliginj 
man  hung  over  his  shop  : 

“nice  fresh  fish  fob  sale.” 

II. 

One  day  a neighbour  came  along,  who  said  to  thi 
obliging  man:  “Why  do  you  say  ‘Nice  fresh  fish? 
They  couldn’t  be  nice  if  not  fresh.  That  is  foolishness.’ 
The  next  day  this  was  the  sign  which  the  obliging  mat 
hung  above  his  shop  : 

“ fresh  fish  fob  sale.” 

. III. 

On  the  following  day  another  neighbour  came  in  thi 
way  of  the  obliging  man  and  said  : ‘‘  Why 'say  ‘ Fresl 
fish  for  sale  ’ ? Nobody  supposes  you  are  fool  enough  to 
try  to  sell  stale  fish.  I’d  change  that  sign.”  That  was 
enough,  and  on  the  day  after  this  was  the  sign  whicl 
the  obliging  man  hung  above  his  shop  : 

“ FISH  for  sale.” 

IV. 

“Why  do  you  have  out  a sign  of  ‘ Fish  for  sale ’ 
said  a carping  neighbour  on  the  morn  of  the  next  day. 
“ Do  you  suppose  we  think  you  keep  a linen-draper’s 
shop?  Cutoff  the  word /sli.”  Then  the  obliging  man 
obliged,  and  this  was  his  sign  when  he  obliged  once 
more  : 

“fob  sale.” 

V. 

“ ‘ For  sale  ! ’ ” said  a neighbour  to  the  obliging  man. 
“ Do  you  suppose  we  thought  you  were  giving  your  fish 
away  ? For  goodness  sake  cut  off  those  silly  words  ‘ For 
sale  ! ’ ” The  obliging  man  did  so,  and  this  is  his  sign, 
while  he  watches  his  business  slowly  decline,  although 
he  has  been  so  obliging  : 


Squirrel  Swimming  across  a River. — While 
sitting  by  the  Spey,  waiting  for  the  salmon  which 
never  came  up,  I saw  a squirrel  walk  quietly  down  to 
and  into  the  water  on  the  opposite  bank,  where  the 
river  must  have  been  at  least  sixty  yards  broad  and  the 
stream  was  strong,  and  deliberately  swim  across  to  my 
side.  I say  deliberately,  because  there  was  nothing 
apparently  to  drive  it  across.  There  were  no  dogs  or 
men  to  frighten  it,  and  I could  see  nothing  whatever  to 
account  for  its  action,  unless  it  was  that  the  wooded 
bank  on  my  side  looked  more  attractive  than  the  com- 
paratively treeless  haugh  on  the  other.  The  animal 
entered  the  river  about  ten  yards  below  where  I was 
sitting,  and  swam,  pointing  rather  upstream,  directly 
towards  me,  swimming  very  high  and  fast.  The  effect 
was  much  as  if  a fox’s  brush,  slightly  submerged,  had 
been  swimming  across,  butt  end  first.  The  squirrel! 
landed  on  a small  stone  near  the  shore,  about  twenty  I 
yards  below  me,  then  at  once  jumped  to  a rock,  and 
thence  to  the  river  bank,  and  away  up  a tree.  It  paid  I 
no  attention  to  my  gillie  and  me,  whom  I think  it  must 
have  seen.  Neither  of  us  had  ever  heard  of  such  a thing  i 
before,  and  it  may  be  new  to  some  of  your  readers, 
thougb  I have  since  heard  from  two  friends  that  they  had 
seen  a similar  performance,  one  of  the  two  having  done 
so  about  ten  days  later  than  I did.  When,  some  forty 
or  fifty  years  ago,  Banffshire  was  invaded  and  restocked 
by  squirrels  from  the  west,  they  must  many  of  them 
have  come  by  water,  for  bridges  were  very  few  in  those 
days  ; and  no  one  is  bound  to  believe  the  tradition  that 
they  came  on  pieces  of  birch  bark,  using  their  tails  as 
sails.  What  I saw  shows  that  they  are  quite  indepen- 
dent of  any  such  artificial  assistance. — N.  [The  fact 
that  squirrels  swim  well  has  been  frequently  established 
by  the  testimony  of  good  observers,  and  noticed  on  pre- 
vious occasions  in  our  columns. — Ed  ] — From  tbe  Field. 

Preparations  are  being  made  for  the  reception  of 
many  thousands  of  trout  ova  at  the  hatchery  of  the 
Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling  Society.  For  a number  of 
years  this  valuable  institution  has  laboured  zealously 
to  benefit  the  angling  community  at  large,  more 
especially  in  regard  to  the  preservation  and  restocking 
of  the  river  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town.  In  the  work  of 
trout  culture,  which  has  been  carried  out  successfully 
for  a number  of  years,  the  society  has  been  materially 
assisted  by  the  Severn  Conservators,  and  this  season 
the  Board  granted  to  them  the  sum  of  =£15  for  the 
purchase  of  ova.  The  hatchery,  a picturesque  little 
building,  standing  in  the  public  grounds  of  the  Quarry,  in 
the  town,  is  a well  appointed  and  convenient  building  for 
the  purpose.  It  contains  twenty-four  large  boxes  arranged 
in  tw'o  tiers,  through  which  runs  a constant  supply  of 
water  from  the  town  mains.  In  the  past  a considerable 
amount  of  ova  from  Germany  has  been  introduced,  but 
the  experiment  of  restocking  the  river  with  this  breed 
has  not  proved  so  successful  as  it  had  been  anticipated. 
The  use  of  this  ova  has,  therefore,  been  discontinued, 
and  that  of  the  common  brown  trout  substituted.  The 
result  of  this  new  departure  remains  to  be  proved,  but 
inasmuch  as  the  waters  of  the  Severn  are  more  suited 
to  the  propagation  than  that  of  their  German  cousins, 
they  should  yield  a far  better  return.  The  society  has 
hitherto  been  considerably  handicapped  in  the  work  of 
pisciculture,  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  have  had  no  con- 
veniently situated  small  stream  in  which  to  turn  the  fry 
until  they  become  sufficiently  well  grown  to  enable  them 
to  escape  the  ravages  of  pike,  chub,  and  other  rapacious 
fish.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  society  will  shortly 
acquire  the  use  of  some  such  place,  especially  since  the 
conservators  and  the  newly  formed  Shropshire  Assoc  ia-. 
tion  have  evinced  a desire  to  assist  them  in  their  praise- 
worthy efforts  in  the  interest  of  the  angling  community. 
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Eepotts  from  Cluts 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morningf.  Thursday  night’s  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  morning.  Address  “ Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,” 
morfced  “ Club  Report  ” outside  envelope. 


Anglers’  Association. — The  monthly  meeting  of 
the  general  committee  will  take  place,  on  Monday 
evening  next,  Nov.  G,  at  8.30. — R.  Ghurnet. 

Anglers’  Association.— General  Preservation 
Fund. — Since  my  last  report  I beg  to  acknowledge  with 
thanks  the  receipt  of  4l  14s.  Gd.  from  the  Serapis 
Angling  Society  and  10s.  Gd.  from  the  St.  John’s  Wood 
Angling  Society. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers’  Association. — No.  1 Eastern  District. 
— The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the  Original 
Alexandra,  Prince  Albert,  Mape-street,  Bethnal  Green- 
road,  on  Monday  next,  Nov.  G.  As  the  members  of  this 
club  are  constant  visitors  all  round  the  district,  I hope 
our  angling  friends  will  return  the  compliment  and 
make  this  meeting  a great  success. — G.  Manning. 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  List. — Eastern 
District  No.  2 — The  next  return  visit  on  this  list  will 
take  place  at  the  City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun 
Angling  Society,  held  at  the  George,  Brook-street, 
Holborn  (date  not  yet  to  hand). — F.  Thorling. 

Anglers’  Association.  — Southern  District 
Visiting  List. — A return  visit  on  the  above  list  in  con- 
junction with  the  S.  L.  U.  V.  L.  will  take  place  on  the 
13th  inst.  at  the  Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Woolpack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E.  As  this 
society  is  always  represented  at  every  visit,  I hope 
brother  anglers  will  attend  in  full  force,  and  give  them  a 
bumper.— G.  W.  Armstrong. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.  — Since  my  last 
report  I beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt  of 
14s.  Gd.  from  the  Campbell  United  Angling  Society, 
and  11s.  lOd.  from  Mr.  Pithouse,  the  North  Star, 
Langley,  from  their  donation  boxes.  The  committee 
meeting  took  place  on  Friday  evening,  Oct.  27,  when 
there  was  a good  attendance.  .£21  and  two  one-guinea 
letters  for  the  convalescent  home  were  granted.  The 
next  meeting  of  the  committee  will  take  place  on  Friday 
evening,  Nov.  10,  at  8 30. — R.  Ghurnet. 

Aberdeen  Sea  Anglers’  Association.  — To  cele- 
brate the  close  of  the  season  the  Aberdeen  Sea  Anglers’ 
Association,  which  has  a membership  of  over  200,  held 
their  annual  conversazione  in  the  Queen’s  Rooms,  on 
Saturday  evening.  Dr.  Levack  presided.  In  his  address 
the  Doctor  said  the  total  amount  of  fish  caught  this 
season  was  33001b.,  as  compared  with  21721b.  last  year,  by 
members  of  the  association  who  weekly  weighed-in. 
He  said  a man  should  be  a fisher  because  it  took  him 
into  the  country  away  from  the  temptations  of  city  life, 
was  a healthy  exercise  and  profitable  to  boot.  Mr. 
Main,  ex-president  of  the  association,  was  presented 
with  a handsome  testimonial  as  a token  of  esteem 
from  the  members  of  the  association.  The  silver 
trophy  of  the  association  for  the  highest  aggregate 
catch  was  gained  by  Mr.  Alexander  Douglas  with  a 
record  of  3191b.  The  other  prize-winners  were  John 
Anderson,  for  the  heaviest  fishing  in  May  ; Mr.  James 
Dawson,  for  the  heaviest  basket  in  June  and  the  best 
looking  cod  in  August ; Peter  Nicol,  first  in  the  novice 
competition  ; John  Woodman,  heaviest  catch  in  August ; 
Joseph  Smith,  for  the  heaviest  fish  in  July  ; A.  Kin- 
naird,  for  the  best  looking  basket  of  fish  ; J.  Brown,  for 
heaviest  fish  in  September ; A.  Cowie,  for  heaviest  basket 
in  the  honorary  members’  competition;  Mr.  James 
Worling,  second  prize  in  honorary  members’  competi- 
tion ; J.  Palmer,  for  the  lightest  basket  during  the 
season  ; J.  Geddes,  for  most  regular  attendance  and  the 
least  total  of  fish.  A musical  programme  followed,  and 
was  taken  palt  in  by  Mr.  Mason,  Mr.  John  Mackenzie, 
Mr.  G.  Adams.  Miss  Macleod,  Mr.  George  Macleod,  and 
Mr.  Silver.  Mr.  George  Adams  acted  as  accompanist. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Cowley  Arms,  Cow- 
ley-road,  Brixton,  S.W.  (president,  Albert  Chevalier). — 
Several  of  our  members  were  out  again  on  the  29th  ult., 
but  with  very  poor  results.  As  no  fish  were  weighed-in 
I have  to  record  the  first  blank  to  this  society.  I hope 
to  see  some  good  shows  on  the  5th  inst.,  as  we  have  two 
prizes  to  fish  for — where  you  like,  and  go  away  Satur- 
day. We  made  another  new  member — Mr.  N.  P.  Marler 
—on  Wednesday  last,  and  we  are  still  open  to  receive 
more.  Subscriptions— working  members,  2d.  per  week, 
or  honorary  members,  5s.  per  annum.  Full  particulars 
on  application  to  W.  H.  Brtant. 

Allasou  United  Brothers  Angling  Society.— 
At  our  match  at  Windsor,  on  Oct.  29,  only  one  prize 
was  won — by  Mr.  E.  Jackson  winning  first  prize,  and 
also  our  worthy  host’s  additional  prize,  viz.,  121b. 
of  beef.  The  match  will  be  continued  at  the  same  place, 
and  conditions  as  previously  announced  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  (backwaters  are  barred).  All  members  are 
requested  to  attend  more  regularly,  as  there  are  several 
private  prizes  to  be  competed  for.  — B.  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-plaee,  Lincoln’s-inn-fields. — On  Oct.  29  the  fol- 
lowing weighed-in:  Messrs.  H.  Seymour,  J.  Drew,  S. 
Cutbush,  S.  Masters.  I hope  members  will  do  their 
best  to  further  the  interest  of  our  concert  on  Nov.  13.  — 
G.  Marriott. 

Amicable  Bxcelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur- street,  Battersea.— On  Oct.  29  our  trays 
were  well  filled,  Mr.  Lovett,  and  Mr.  King,  jun.,  return- 
ing to  the  club  with  big  bags  of  roach  and  dace.  On 


Nov.  5 we  fish  a match  at  Chertsey,  from  Laleham  Ferry 
to  Shepperton  Weir  ; tow-path  only  ; jack  barred.  I 
wish  to  inform  members  that  Wednesday  next  will  be 
quarterly  night,  when  1 hope  to  see  a good  muster 
present.  -J.  Rich. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 

Sun,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswi  11-road.— On  the  29th 
ult.  we  had  a very  nice  show  of  fish  on  the  trays  of  the 
society,  contributed  by  the  following  members  : Mr.  J 
Nunn,  roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  Tomkins,  roach  and  dace  ; 
Mr.  W.  Hake,  roach  and  bream  ; and  Mr.  Lambarth, 
jun  , roach  and  bream  (winning  monthly  prize  for 
October  for  heaviest  weight),  and  Mr.  Dyer  winning 
monthly  prize  for  largest  roach,  11b.  4oz.  On  Nov.  5 
the  members  fish  for  a series  of  prizes  at  Hatfield 
Peverel ; all  members  competing  to  go  by  the  first 
train  on  the  morning.  On  Nov.  G the  return  visit  on  the 
Clerkenwell  and  District  takes  place  at  the  above 
house,  when  we  hope  to  have  a good  muster.  E.  R. 
Emblbdon.  „ . , 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— The  special  meeting  held 
on  Wednesday  last  was  well  attended.  Mr.  A.  G.  Smith 
occupied  the  chair.  The  conditions  under  which  the 
ten-guinea  cup,  presented  liy  our  host,  will  be  fished  for 
were  duly  arranged,  and  the  member  who  is  bent  upon 
winning  will  find  that  he  has  a task  before  him.  An 
entrance  fee  of  Is.  will  bo  charged,  and  the  amount  thus 
realised  will  be  sent  to  the  Preservation  Society.  On 
Monday  last  a four-horse  brake  conveyed  a party  of 
members  from  the  clubhouse  to  a visit  at  the  Great 
Northern  Brothers.  Host  Pitch  gave  us  a hearty 
welcome,  and  a very  pleasant  evening  was  passed.  Oct. 
29  was  the  maiden  weighing-in  at  the  new  headquarters. 
Mr.  0.  Watling  had  a capital  show  of  roach  and  dace 
from  the  Thames.  Mr.  Bedford  also  had  roach,  and  Mr. 
W.  Wade  chub  and  roach.  On  Wednesday  next  we 
arrange  for  monthly  outing.  Secretaries  will  greatly 
oblige  by  making  a note  of  the  alteration  in  our  address. 
— D.  Davis. 

Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society,  Princess  of 
Wales,  South-street,Walworth.— Several  of  the  members 
of  the  above  society  journeyed  down  to  Woking  on 
Oct.  29,  to  fish  for  the  remaining  prizes  left  over  from 
the  22nd,  with  the  following  result : Mr.  Charles  first,  Mr. 
Hulls  second,  and  Mr.  Rowe  winning  the  remaining 
prize  from  the  last  outing.  Any  gentleman  wishing  to 
join  a flourishing  society  cannot  do  better  than  apply  to 
the  above. — F.  Harman. 

Battersea  Priendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen’s-road,  Battersea.— The  members  of  this 
club  fished  a match  at  Pulborough  on  the  29th  ult., 
with  the  following  result : Geo.  Mumford  first,  W.  Hines 
second,  A.  Degonge  third.  Three  prizes.  We  fish  a 
match  on  Nov.  5,  go  where  you  please,  for  two  prizes, 
all  fish  to  weigh.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on 
Tuesday  next  to  arrange  next  outing.— Geo.  Mumford. 

Battersea  United  Piscatorials,  Lord  Ranelagh, 
Verona-street,  S.W.— On  26th  ult.  Mr.  E.  Wilson 
weighed-in  roach,  &c.,  111b.  O2OZ.,  and  on  29th,  Mr.  S. 
Aplin,  11b.  lOioz.,  roach.  Our  arrangements  for  our 
match  have  iseen  postponed  till  this  week,  when  I hope  it 
will  be  finally  settled.— A Trowbridge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street.— The  competition  for  the 
October  series  of  prizes  on  the  29th  ult.  in  the  River 
Lea  proved  a complete  failure,  none  of  the  competitors 
succeeding  in  getting  above  the  stipulated  half-pound  of 
fish.  Mr.  H.  Patman  weighed-in  a fair  show  of  roach 
from  other  waters,  saving  the  club  from  a comparative 
blank.  On  the  30th,  about  forty  members  and  friends  of 
this  society,  accompanied  by  another  party  from  the 
Anchor  and  Hope,  paid  a complimentary  visit  to  the 
Great  Northern  Brothers,  where  we  were  most  cordially 
received,  and  spent  a jolly  evening.  The  next  visit  on 
the  South  London  United  Visiting  List,  in  conjunction 
with  a visit  on  the  Anglers’  Association  List,  will  be 
paid  to  this  society  on  Monday,  the  13th  inst.,  when  the 
company  of  brother  anglers  and  friends  will  be  esteemed 
a favour. — A.  Conn. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  W.C.— Those  who  weighed-in 
on  the  29th  ult.  were  Mr.  Windsor,  dace,  and  Mr.  H. 
Davis,  jack.  Our  quarterly  peg-down  match  will  take 
place  at  Ware  on  the  5th  inst.  ; none  to  start  before  the 
morning  of  the  match.  A special  meeting  is  called  for 
the  8th  inst.  to  elect  a new  secretary.— D.  Warren. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley.  — Since  last  report  the  following 
members  have  weighed-in  : J.  Watkins,  roach,  chub, 
dace  ; B.  Bissell,  roach,  perch  ; W.  Short,  bream,  roach  ; 
N.  Lees,  jun.,  roach,  pike;  C.  Parmenter,  roach.— 
J.  Watkins. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society.— On  the  29th 
ult.  several  of  our  members  fished  at  Boreham  for  four 
10s.  Gd.  prizes,  but  only  two  were  taken,  Mr.  C.  Marney 
and  Mr.  R.  Lashwood  being  the  winners,  with  a nice 
show  of  roach.  We  fish  for  the  remaining  two  prizes  on 
Nov.  5,  a boundary  match,  from  Stoneham’s  Lock  to 
Boreham  Bridge.  First  train  7.50,  Stratford  main  line. 
— O.  Jones. 

City  of  London  and  B,ising  Sun  Angling 
Society. — Our  match  in  the  Brentford  Canal  for  the 
secretary’s  prizes  on  the  23rd  ult.  was  a failure.  Mr. 
Macdonnell  weighed-in  roach  from  the  Thames  on  the 
15th  ult.  It  was  agreed  to  fish  off  the  match  on  the 
29th,  go  where  you  please,  Mr.  Chambers  being  the 
winner,  Mr.  W.  Cooper  second  : Mr.  W . Afilett  had 
81b.  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub,  not  in  the  match.  Last 
meeting  we  voted  5s.  to  the  Talbot  Fund,  and  also  a 
small  sum  to  the  benefits  of  Messrs.  Webster  and 
Rogers  respectively,  and  a small  sum  to  the  Preserva- 
tion Fund. — Gas. 


Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The  Clarence, 
Winstanloy-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.-  ;-iinoe  my 
last  report  the  following  member,-;  have  weighed-in; 
Messrs.  Geo.  Edward,  181b.  barbel  and  roach;  A. 
Painter,  Gib.  9‘,oz.  roach  and  chub.  ; E.  Porter,  Gib.  8:;oz. 
jack  ; A.  Bowater,  11b.  12Joz.  ; R.  Chapman,  31b._  5oz. 
roach;  A.  Turner,  lib.  11, oz.  bream;  and  G.  T.  J., 
11b.  3ioz.  roach.  Members  please  note  that  on  Noy.  5 
we  fish  a supper  match  at  Wraysbury  ; all  fish  to  weigh. 
— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clerkenwell  and  'District  United.  The  next 
visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  AmicaVile  Waltonian 
Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Sun  Tavern,  Great  Sutton- 
street,  Goswell-road,  on  Monday  next,  Nov.  G.  They 
are  a good  visiting  club,  and  deserve  a bumper.  F, 
Castell. 

Cliftonville  Angling  Society,  Cliftonville  Hotel, 
Ilderton-road,  South  Bermondsey. — The  next  visit  on 
the  Central  Association  list  will  take  place  at  the  above 
on  Nov.  G,  when  we  hope  to  have  a good  muster.  The 
clubhouse  can  be  reached  by  tram  from  either  Black- 
friars  or  Westminster  bridge  to  canal  bridge,  and  by 
rail  from  London  Bridge  to  South  Bermondsey  station,  a 


few  minutes’  walk. — P.  Gardner. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W. — We  fished  a match  at  Taplow,  on  the  29th 
ult.,  for  eleven  private  prizes,  which  were  all  taken,  the 
winners  being  Messrs.  E.  Baxter,  G.  Percival,  T.  Twy- 
man,  T.  Brown,  sen.,  R.  Andrews,  F.  Boceius,  H.  Reade, 
W.  Dunn,  T.  Marsh,  G.  Perham,  W.  Parbury.  Our 
concert  takes  place  on  Monday,  Nov.  13.  Tickets  are 
now  ready, — A.  Smith. 

Convivial  Angling  Society.  City  of  London, 
Sidney-street,  City-road.— On  Oct.  29  several  members 
wereout,but  only  three  weighed  fish  : Mr.  W.  Marshall, 
two  jack  and  a few  roach  (best  jack  Gib.  I joz.) ; Mr.  W. 
Sparrow,  a good  show  of  bream  (best  fish  21b.  13oz.) ; 
and  Mr.  C.  Gawen,  roach.  On  Nov.  5 the  members  fish 
a roving  match  between  Burnt  Mill  Lock  and  Harlow 
Lock  for  four  prizes.  Members  to  start  on  the  morning 
by  eight  o’clock  train  from  Liverpool-street.  P. 
JUCHAU. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  the  29th  ult.  a few  of 
my  members  were  out,  but  did  not  meet  w^ith  any  sport, 
Mr.  Poore  just  saving  us  from  a blank  with  a few  nice 
roach,  perch,  and  bream.  On  Noy.  5 the  Christmas 
prizes  will  be  competed  for  in  the  River  Stort,  members 
to  book  to  Burnt  Mill. — S.  Malbt. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Halfway  House 
Earlsfield,  S.W.— A smoking  concert,  in  connection  with 
Battersea  and  District  Visiting  List,  will  be  held  at 
above  on  Wednesday  next,  when  brother  anglers  will 
receive  a hearty  welcome. — W.  T.  Bruce. 

Epsom  Angling  Society.— At  our  monthly  meet- 
ing on  Monday  next,  our  member,  Mr.  J.  Jeffery,  will, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Society  for  Promoting  the 
Reading  of  Papers,  &c.,  read  selections  from  “Bret 
Harte.’’  The  chair  will  be  taken  by  F.  W.  Coles,  Esq., 
president. — Edwd.  Wm.  Hailes. 

Globe  Angling  Society.  Earl  Russell,  Isledon-road, 
■\V.— We  had  a moderate  show  of  fish  on  the  29th  ult.  ; 
Messrs.  Coleman,  jack,  81b.  ; Stebbings,  jack,  31b.  4oz.; 
Caborn,  roach,  21b.  7Joz. ; Riggs,  dace,  lib.  2ioz. ; and 
Thomas,  dace,  lOjoz. — total,  151b.  8oz.  A.  Payne. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Foley-street.— On  the  29th  ult.  the  following  weighed- 
in  : Messrs.  Fowler,  dace  ; Chapman,  roach  and  dace ; 
Ellins,  roach  ; Green,  roach  and  dace.  _ On  Tuesday  last 
our  first  social  evening  took  place,  which  was  a decided 
success.  Tuesday  next  will  be  quarterly  night,  when 
we  should  like  to  see  as  many  members  as  possible,  as 
we  have  important  business  to  bring  forward.  John 
Goatley.  „ . ^ ^ T 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inm, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch.— There  was  a fair  show  of 
fish  at  the  club  on  Oct.  29,  brought  in  by  C.  E.  James, 
H.  Devon,  Parker,  and  several  others.  The  match  took 
place  at  Ware  between  Steve  Sampson,  a member  of  our 
club,  and  J.  Baldock,  of  Ware.  The  stake  was  £l  a 
side,  to  fish  six  hours,  change  swims  every  two  hours. 
Mr.  Sampson  won,  taking  four  fish.  Mr.  Baldock  did 
not  take  a fish.  There  was  a fair  muster  of  members 
on  Tuesday,  when  it  was  decided  to  fish  for  our  Christ- 
mas prizes  on  the  19th  inst.,  at  Ware  (roam  of  water),  all 
start  by  the  9 o’clock  train  ; all  financial  members  are 
allowed  to  fish,  both  honorary  and  working  members.  ^£5 
was  voted  from  general  fund  to  be  laid  out  in  joints  of 
meat,  and  each  competitor  to  pay  Is.  each  towards  other 
prizes.  I hope  to  see  a good  number  compete.  B. 
Murphy.  . 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Anglings  Society^ 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville.— Only 
three  members  weighed-in  fish  on  the  29th  Rit-,  viz., 
J Cartwrio'ht,  2ib.  8oz.  roach,  from  Amberley ; 
C.  Watling,  41b.  15oz.  roach,  Thames  ; and  A.  Bodgei^, 
a very  nice  tray  of  perch,  Clb.  2oz  , heaviest  fish, 
11b.  3oz.,  this  is  the  best  show  of  perch  we  have  had  for 
a long  period.  On  Monday,  the  30th  ult.,  a compli- 
mentary visit  was  paid  to  us  by  the  Bermondsey 
Brothers,  accompanied  by  the  Anchor  and  Hope,  aiM 
their  respective  hosts,  Messrs.  Shepherd  and  J.  W.  P. 
Wheeldon.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  C.  Watling,  and 
the  vice  by  Host  Shepherd.  About  thirty  dubs  were 
represented.  The  following  gentlemen  contributed  4o  a 
grand  evening’s  amusement : Messrs.  C.  Watling,  W. 
Shepherd,  J.  4V.  P.  Wbeeldon.  J.  Pratt,  4V.  Midson, 
W.  Malby,  and  many  others.  On  behalf  of  the  G.N.B. 
I heartily  thank  the  B.B.  and  A.  and  H.,  and  the 
numerous  other  clubs  represented,  for  this  grand  visit, 
as  it  exceeded  all  expectations.  J.  A.  Fitch. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— The  usual  weekly 
meeting  was  presided  over  on  Tuesday  by  Mr,  J, 
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Powles  West.  A new  member  was  elected.  There  were 
some  very  fine  shows  of  roach  on  the  tables.  Mr.  W.  F. 
Grimmett  sent  np  a basket  from  the  Hampshire  Avon 
of  splendid  fish,  weig'bing'  dOlb.  lOoz.,  among  which 
were  the  following : lib.  OJoz.,  11b.  8oz.,  11b.  8Joz., 
11b.  12oz.,  11b.  lloz..  and  11b.  ll^oz.  He  also  sent  three 
pike,  the  largest  71b.  lOoz.  Mr.  Gilbert  brought  in 
101b.  Coz.  of  roach,  and  Mr.  Bartlett  51b.  15oz.,  both 
from  the  Thames.  Mr.  Allen  reported  having  taken  a 
quantity  of  small  jack ; Mr.  Chambers  some  roach, 
among  them  one  11b.  Ojoz.  ; Mr.  Vail  a pike  of  9^1b. ; 
Mr.  Marshall  fifty-six  whiling,  one  cod,  and  twenty  flat 
fish  from  Deal ; and  another  member,  with  two  friends, 
two  and  a half  hundredweight  of  whiting  and  codling, 
also  from  Deal.  Arrangements  were  made  for  the  sea- 
fishing competition  at  Deal  on  Thursday  next,  the  9th 
iust.  A very  favourable  concession  has  been  made 
by  the  railway  company,  by  which  members  and  friends 
may  leave  Cannon-street  at  8.18  on  Thursday  morning, 
and  return  either  on  Thursday,  Friday,  or  Saturday. 
Those  who  intend  going  should  communicate  with  the 
secretary  early,  who  will  state  the  fares,  and  some 
members  will  be  at  Deal  a day  or  two  previously  and 
arrange  about  boats.  Members  and  friends  will  sup 
together  on  Tuesday  the  14th,  at  8 p,m.  Tickets  to  be 
obtained  of  the  secretary.  The  chairman  presented 
Mr.  E.  C.  Clements  with  a pair  of  humorous  piscatorial 
etchings,  given  by  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs  as  a prize  in  the 
sea-fishing  competition  at  Leigh,  which  were  much 
admired.  The  society  have,  in  addition  to  their  other 
waters,  just  concluded  the  arrangements  for  renting 
about  a mile  of  water  on  one  of  the  effluents  of  the 
Colne,  which  is  intended  chiefly  for  the  use  of  fly- 
fishers,  and  is  within  twenty  miles  of  London. — James 
Tatler. 

Hearts  of  Oak. — We  had  a nice  show  of  fish  on  the 
29th  ult.,  the  following  weighing-in  : Mr.  Muller,  roach 
and  dace ; Mr.  Ford,  jack  ; Mr.  Russell,  roach,  he  being 
the  winner  of  Mr.  Alsford  and  Mr.  Owen’s  prize,  being 
the  heaviest  weight  taken  in  October.  The  members  go 
out  where  they  please  on  Hov.  5.  All  fish  to  weigh, 
according  to  club  rules.  No  signing  needed. — C.  T. 
Russell. 

Horseferry  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Clarence, 
Horseferry-road,  Westminster. — At  the  special  meeting 
on  Wednesday,  the  auditors,  Messrs.  Hopkins  and 
Balantine.  went  through  the  balance-sheet  and  found  all 
correct.  It  was  also  decided  to  compete  for  prizes  at 
Weybridge  on  Nov.  5,  all  to  go  by  the  8.45  a.m.  train, 
Vauxhall.— F.  Tatlob. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  Oct.  29 

S.  Orrow  weighed-in  131b.  2oz.  roach  and  dace,  and 
F.  Newton  5Ilb.  roach.  The  members  will  arrange  for 
fishing  for  their  Christmas  prizes  on  Tuesday  next, 
Nov.  7. — R.  Ghuenet. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On 

Oct.  29  several  of  our  members  were  out,  but  only 
Mr.  Pope  weighed-in  dace  and  gudgeon  from  the  Thames. 
I should  like  to  see  the  members  show  up  a little  better 
than  they  do. — Snap. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society. — The  members 
fished  for  three  special  prizes  on  Oct.  29,  at  Shiplake. 
Only  one  member  succeeded  in  taking  the  required 
weight,  Mr.  N.  Martin  being  the  fortunate  one.  There 
are  four  special  prizes  to  be  competed  for  cn  Nov.  12, 
particulars  of  which  can  be  had  at  the  clubhouse.  Mr. 

T.  W.  Garrard  weighed-in  on  Oct.  29  some  handsome 
bream  and  roach.  There  is  some  very  interesting  busi- 
ness to  be  placed  before  the  members  on  next  meeting 
night..  All  who  can  possibly  attend  will  please  do  so. — 
H.  B. 

Junior  Fly-Pisliers,  The  Citizen,  70,  Houndsditch, 

B. C.  — The  committee  met  on  Thursday  last,  the 
accounts  were  submitted  and  proved  highly  satisfactory. 
A programme  has  been  drawn  up,  and  will  be  submitted 
to  the  members  on  the  IGth  inst.  It  is  hoped  members 
will  attend  on  that  date.  Fly-fishing  being  over  for  a 
time,  some  of  our  friends  are  visiting  the  coast,  three 
of  them  securing  very  fine  takes  of  whiting  and  plaice. 
— Hon.  Sec. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  Queen 
of  England,  Goldhawk-road,  W.— On  the  29th  ult.,  Mr. 

C.  J.  Carter  saved  us  from  a blank  with  a nice  show  of 
roach  and  dace  from  the  same  old  spot. — S.  Burton. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville. — On  Oct.  29  a few  members 
were  out,  the  following  showing  fish  : Mr.  Richardson, 
roach  and  jack  ; Mr.  Irish,  jack  ; Mr.  Watling,  roach; 
Mr.  Griffiths,  roach.  At  our  outing  at  Bourne  End,  on 
the  22nd  ult.,  Mr.  Rackham  won  fifth  prize  ; Mr. 
Richardson,  sixth. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5, 
Queen-square,  and  18,  St.  Jobn’s-lane. — Our  last  week’s 
meeting  was  very  well  attended,  and  one  new  member 
was  elected.  The  outing  to  Vyrnwy  on  the  2Gth  ult. 
was  again  a comparative  failure  through  there  being  a 
heavy  flood  and  a high  wind.  Mr.  R.  Wilson  won  the 
first  prize,  this  being  the  only  one  taken.  To  wind  up 
the  season  we  shall  have  a day’s  fishing  in  our  Knowsley 
water  on  Nov.  9 for  a pair  of  appropriate  statuettes. 
At  7 ji.ni.  Mr.  Mason  serves  up  one  of  his  famous  hot 
liots,  and  the  remainder  of  the  evening  will  be  passed 
in  social  intercourse,  singing,  and  music.  In  another 
week  or  two  we  shall  be  placing  our  orders  for  two-year- 
old  trout  and  mature  coarse  fish  for  the  annual  stocking. 
AVe  have  carried  on  these  stockings  for  the  last  ten 
years. — R!  AVoolk.vll. 

Mildinay  Angling  Society,  Railway  Tavern,  King 
Henry's  Walk.— We  had  but  a poor  attendance.  On 
the  29th  ult.  very  little  sport  was  had.  Members  are 
reminded  that  Tuesday  next  will  be  monthly  night. — J. 
Comber. 


Mitre  Brothers,  Kingsgate-street,  Holborn  — On 
Tuesday,  the  31st  ult.,  the  committee  meeting  re  Talbot 
was  iiostponed  till  the  Gth  inst.,  owing  to  so  few  showing 
up.  I hope  to  see  a good  muster  next  Monday.  Har- 
monic meetings  are  held  at  the  above  every  Wednesday 
evening,  when  anglers  and  friends  will  receive  a hearty 
■ welcome.  Members  fish  for  two  prizes  on  the  5th  inst. 
— A.  Toplis. 

North  Lambeth  Angling  Society,  lOG,  AVeet- 
minster-bridge-road,  S.E. — Several  of  our  members  were 
out  on  the  29th  ult.,  but  no  one  weighed-in.  Will  mem- 
bers kindly  muster  in  force  on  the  5th  inst.,  as  some 
very  important  business  will  be  brought  forward  on  that 
date.  We  fish  a match  for  a supper  shortly,  particulars 
of  which  can  be  obtained  at  the  club. 

North  London  Angling  Club,  The  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road,  N. — During  the  last  month  the  shows 
of  fish  have  not  been  very  large,  but  of  fair  weight, 
consisting  of  roach,  perch,  and  dace.  On  Oct.  18  Mr. 
Black  weighed-in  a handsome  chub  from  the  Lea,  weigh- 
ing 31b.  -SAoz.,  which  has  been  sent  to  Mr.  Barnes  to  be 
set  up.  On  the  29th  ult.  Mr.  Stretch,  sen.,  weighed-in 
bream,  81b.  2oz.  (heaviest  31b.  loz.),  and  Mr.  Stretch, 
jun.,  bream,  roach,  and  dace.  On  Wednesday  last  we 
made  three  honoi'ary  members,  Mr.  Sargeant  being 
elected  auditor  to  go  through  the  accounts  for  the  past 
half  year. — H.  Stretch. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Mape-street,  Bethnal  Green-road. — The  next 
return  visit  No.  1 Eastern  District  will  take  place  at  the 
above  on  Monday  next,  Nov.  G,  Mr.  S.  Cole,  Hoxton 
Brothers,  in  the  chair,  assisted  by  Mr.  Fred  Newland 
and  a host  of  others.  On  the  29th  ult.  we  fished  St. 
Margaret’s  for  six  prizes.  Three  only  were  won,  as 
follows : Mr.  W.  Dennis,  1st,  with  two  jack  ; Mr. 
Preston,  2nd.  with  one  jack  ; Mr.  A.  Brockett,  3rd,  with 
two  perch.  The  three  remaining  prizes  will  be  fished  for 
on  Nov.  5.  On  Nov.  12  twenty  of  our  members  will  fish 
a friendly  match  in  the  Forty  Guinea  water  for  a 
supper.— E.  Brockett. 

Feckbam  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Rosemary- road,  Peckham.  — Members  are  re- 
quested to  note  that  our  next  match,  which  would  have 
iaken  place  at  Staines  on  Nov.  5,  has  been  altered  to 
Kingston,  from  the  Bridge  to  Teddington  Lock.  Leave 
on  the  morning  only.  Will  members  please  show  np 
next  Wednesday,  as  there  is  some  important  business  to 
transact ? — G.  Etheeington. 

Penge  Angling  Society,  The  Lord  Palmerston, 
Maple-road,  Penge,  S.E. — On  the  29th  ult.  several  of 
our  members  were  out,  but  only  two  weighed-in.  Mr. 
Menier  had  a splendid  show  of  roach  from  Amberley, 
six  fi.sh  weighing  71b.  14oz.,  largest  fish  weighed 
21b.  I50Z..  two  next  fish  weighed  lib.  12Joz.  each,  and 
one  11b.  2jOZ.  This  is  the  best  show  of  roach  we  have 
had  this  year,  and  it  was  from  public  water.  The  three 
largest  fish  have  been  sent  to  Mr.  Cooper  to  be  set  up. 
Mr.  D.  Kelly  weighed-in  perch  from  Thames.  Another 
fishing  member  was  proposed  at  our  last  meeting. — 
W.  F.  Field. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  the  Crown , Pancras-road, 
N.W. — The  only  fish  worthy  of  note  weighed-in  on  Oct. 
29  were  a roach  11b.  5oz.  and  a tench  21b.  8oz.,  taken  by 
Mr.  Boxall.  Intending  donors  of  Christmas  prizes,  also 
members  wishing  to  participate,  please  note  the  list 
has  been  opened  by  Mr.  Barrett,  with  his  usual  monster 
leg  of  mutton.  Christmas  prizes  are  counted  as  extra 
prizes,  and  delivered  over  to  the  winners  before  Christ- 
mas Day,  whether  money  or  goods. — H.  AV.  Morgan. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road. — Nine  members  com- 
peted for  three  prizes  at  Witham,  on  Oct.  29,  but  only 
Mr.  Haines  succeeding  in  catching  one  roach,  which 
won  the  first  prize ; the  two  remaining  prizes  have  been 
added  to  the  November  competition.  Mr.  J.  fitting 
weighed-in  another  specimen  from  private  waters.  This 
makes  him  level  with  Mr.  Martin  for  the  prize  given 
by  Mr.  Mitchell.  On  AVednesday  last  Mr.  Line  weighed- 
in  one  jack,  41b.— E.  Pvne. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur, 
Golborne-road,  North  Kensington. — Since  last  report 
several  members  have  weighed-in  some  nice  shows  of  fish. 

I hope  to  see  a good  muster  next  week  to  hear  the 
auditor’s  report  and  arrange  a match. — J.  Harris. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  AVindsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — Sport  continues 
very  tame,  and  until  the  water  regains  its  proper  colour 
for  angling  I am  afraid  we  shall  continue  to  register 
small  takes  of  fish.  On  Oct.  29,  Mr  AVhitford  weighed- 
in  one  chub  ; Mr.  Clist,  perch  and  roach  ; and  Mr. 
Robins,  roach. — AV.  B. 

Hoduey  Fiscatoi'ials,  Prince  and  Princess  of 
AVales,  Kinglake-street,  Old  Kent-road. — The  members 
and  host  of  the  above  society  fished  their  monthly 
outing  at  Reading  on  Oct.  29,  when,  I am  sorry  to  say, 
only  two  prizes  were  taken,  as  follows  : — Messrs.  F. 
Lamberton,  perch,  1st ; G.  Sharman,  perch  and  roach. 
The  others  two  prizes  left  over  will  be  fished  for  on 
Nov.  5 ; to  go  where  you  like,  on  the  morning  only. — F. 
T.  Lamberton. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho. — On  the  29th  we  fished  a match 
at  Marlow,  with  the  following  result ; Mr.  Trotter 
first,  Holder  second,  Robinson  third ; also  weighed- 
in  : Alessrs.  Baccri,  Hughes,  jun,,  Hughes,  sen.,  and 
Shaw,  stn.  Last  meeting  night  we  got  through  a fair 
amount  of  business,  and  the  meeting  was  fairly  attended. 
Members  please  note  that  a committee  meeting  is  called 
for  AVednesday,  Nov.  8,  at  9 p.m.,  when  all  committee- 
men are  requested  to  attend  to  discuss  some  very 
important  business. — J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn- road.  Bow,  E. — Since  last  report  several  mem- 


bers have  weighed-in  fish,  viz.,  Messrs.  Day,  SalLnow, 
Smith,  J.  Yeo,  G.  Yeo,  A.  Barclay,  and  Stanley,  with 
some  fair  shows  of  chub,  roach,  perch,  and  dace.  There 
are  several  prizes  in  hand  for  competition.  I hope 
all  will  attend  on  Tuesday  next,  Nov.  7,  to  decide  how 
they  should  be  fished  for  ; there  is  also  other  important 
business  to  be  transacted  on  that  evening. — A.  Barclay. 

St.  Thomas’s  Angling  Society,  Waterman’s 
Arms,  Paris-street,  Lambeth,  S.E. — The  members  of 
the  above  visited  Harlow  on  Oct.  29,  as  proposed,  to  fish 
for  a series  of  prizes,  but  without  success,  so  have 
proposed  to  visit  Newark  on  Nov.  5 for  same.  — 
G.  Morton. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth. — On  Oct.  29  Messrs.  Wink, 
J.  Wright.  T.  Stevens,  J.  Green,  and  J.  T.  Wright 
fished  the  Central  Association  waters,  at  Amberley,  and 
had  a very  good  show  of  bream  and  roach.  The  latter 
member  had  among  his  catch  a roach  of  lib.  lljoz.,  and 
another  of  11b.  9^oz.,  which  are  being  set  up.  On 
Tuesday  night  another  new  honorary  member  was 
elected.  AVe  have  room  for  a few  good  working 
members.  Particulars  as  to  joining  can  be  had  at  the 
bar  or  by  writing  to  — J.  Wright. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Nevill  Arms,  Nevill- 
road.  Stoke  Newington,  N. — Many  of  our  members 
have  been  out  during  the  past  week,  and  met  with  very 
poor  sport.  Our  president,  Mr.  Jardine,  was  amongst 
us  on  Wednesday  evening,  and  ably  occupied  the  chair, 
and  arranged  that  he  will  give  a reading  on  Nov.  22, 
when  we  hope  to  have  a good  muster  of  friends  to 
support  him.  The  secretary  read  the  balance-sheet  for 
the  last  half-year,  which  was  passed  as  very  satisfac- 
tory. We  have  a club  outing  on  Nov.  5,  all  going  to 
Shepperton  to  fish  for  six  prizes,  particulars  of  which 
can  be  had  at  the  clubhouse.  Wo  have  room  for  one  or 
two  gentlemen  who  would  like  to  join  a good  angling 
club.  Application  Can  be  made  at  the  clubhouse,  or  to 
— J.  Laming. 

Shepherd’s  Bush  Angling  Association,  Bush 
Hotel,  Shepherd’s  Bush  Green,  W. — The  competition 
prizes  on  Oct.  18  were  won  by  the  president  and  hono- 
rary secretary,  with  61b.  lljoz.  and  31b.  12yoz.  roach 
and  dace  ; our  host,  Mr.  Watts,  being  third  with  a small 
barbel  and  dace.  The  following  have  weighed-in ; The 
president,  291b.  13foz.  roach  and  dace  ; honorary  secre- 
tary. 41b.  lloz.  roach  and  dace ; Mr.  Holloway,  two 
perch,  lib.  5|oz.  ; and  Mr.  Plum  stead,  a handsome  show 
of  seven  roach,  4lb.  lOjOz. — C.  B. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
JIaiden-lane,  W. — On  Oct.  29  Mr.  Longland  had  71b.  of 
roach  and  dace  from  the  Thames  ; Mr.  Clark,  jack  and 
roach  from  our  club  water  at  Bj  fleet.  On  Tuesday  a 
good  muster  but  not  much  business,  so  a discussion 
took  place  re  falling  off  in  subscriptions  to  preservation 
week,  but  it  could  not  be  satisfactorily  accounted  for. 
On  Nov.  5 the  train  leaves  Paddington,  for  our  outing 
at  Shiplake,  at  9.0  a.m. — Pelican. 

Slough,  and  Langley  Angling  Society,  Dolphin 
Hotel,  Slough.  — Our  competition  took  place  on  the 
29th  ult.,  when  forty-four  anglers  competed.  I am  sorry 
to  say  only  two  prizes  were  taken  : Mr.  Fenimore,  first, 
with  jack,  21b.  2Joz. ; Mr.  Bovington,  second,  perch, 
5oz.  We  shall  fish  off  the  remainder  of  the  prizes  on 
the  19th  inst.,  conditions  will  be  announced  later  on. — 
R.  Jenkins. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Hope, 
Pollard’s-iow. — The  members  of  the  above  were  out  on 
Oct.  29,  and  the  following  weighed-in;  Mr.  W.  Wells, 
roach,  41b.  3jOZ.,  and  Mr.  D.  Marks,  roach,  21b.  llfoz. 
We  shall  fish  for  the  remainder  of  the  prizes  left  over 
as  soon  as  possible. — T.  Sayce. 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  235,  Camberweli-road. — Since  last  report  Mr. 
Wheeler  had  12|lb.  ; Mr.  G.,  181b.,  roach,  from  the 
Thames;  Mr.  Smith,  221b.,  roach  and  bream;  and  Mr. 
Frei,  101b.,  roach,  from  private  water;  and  Mr.  Maish, 
Gjlb.,  jack.  On  Oct.  29  Messrs.  Pyle  and  Cotterell  saved 
us  a blank  with  small  catches  of  dace. — J.  J.  F. 

South  London  United  Visiting  List. — The  next 
visit  on  this  list  will  be  paid  to  the  Bermondsey 
Brothers  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  AVoolpack  Tavern, 
Bermondsey-street,  on  Monday,  the  13th  inst.,  when  I 
trust  to  see  every  society  on  the  list  represented. — Ale. 
Conn. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  RhodesweU- 
road.  Stepney. — The  following  members  weighed-in  on 
Oct.  29  : H.  Smith,  roach  and  dace  ; AV.  Smith,  roach. 
Several  other  members  were  out,  but  met  with  very  poor 
sport.  Members  please  attend  next  meeting  night. — G. 
Maeeoivs. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford.— Several  members  of 
the  above  were  out  on  Oct.  29,  with  the  followingresult : 
Mr.  AV.  AVindred,  three  jack  ; J.  Steer,  one  jack  ; and 
R.  Gower,  one  jack.  C.  AVilderspin  weighed  in  some 
bream. — H.  Tyler. 

■Waggoners’  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  Vauxhall  Cross. — Some  of  ours  were  out  on  the 
29th  ult.  Mr.  Pain,  roach  and  dace.  Several  others 
had  fish,  but  did  not  show  up.  Our  usual  weekly  meeting 
took  place  on  Tuesday  last,  with  a fair  attendance, 
Mr.  Frankum  in  the  chair,  in  the  unavoidable  absence 
of  our  chairman,  Mr.  Phillips.  Mr.  Pain  brought  his 
proposition  forward  as  regards  Rule  15,  which  was 
carried,  and  a slight  alteration  in  its  place.  Members 
who  were  away  last  week,  if  they  will  kindly  show  up, 
will  hear  something  to  their  advantage.  I hope  to  see  a 
good  attendance  on  Tuesday  next,  so  as  to  get  this 
business  settled  up. — H.  C. 

Waltham  Brothers,  King’s  Arms. — Rather  a dull 
week.  On  Saturday  J.  Lapwood  had  11b.  4|oz.  of  roach 
and  dace.  On  Sunday  A.  G.  Beach  had  2|oz.  perch,  and, 
J.  Lapwooi  dead-heated  for  first  prize  in  Harry  Avis’s 
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open  poj?ged-down  match  with  a roach  of  4oz.  Mr.  Vvis 
has  asked  me  to  receive  entries  for  a matcii  on  Sunday, 
Nov.  2C.  Being  a novelty,  I have  promised  to  do  so. 
All  elubs  are  re<iuo8ted  to  send  one  entry  only.  Is.  each  ; 
all  entry  fees  will  be  given  in  second  and  other  prizes, 
Mr.  Avis  gives  .£1  for  first.  Entries  close  on  Nov.  1.j, 
so  anglers  kindly  send  in  at  once. — A.  G.  Beach. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Odell  Arms,  Limerston-street,  S.W. — On  Oct.  the 
members  fished  a supper  match  at  Cookham,  and 
although  the  bags  of  fish  were  not  very  heavy,  the 
supper  as  supplied  by  Mr.  T.  Cockings  was  thoroughly 
enjoyed.  The  smoking  concert  takes  place  on  Wednes- 
day next,  when  we  shall  be  pleased  to  see  as  many 
friends  and  brother  anglers  as  can  make  it  convenient  to 
attend.— E.  Stjtchall. 

Walworth  Waltonians,  St.  Paul’s  Tavern,  Wal- 
worth, S.E.— The  next  competition  takes  place  on 
Wednesday  next,  Nov.  8.  Conditions;  Thames;  bank 
only.— Chas.  Kibble. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth.— Mr.  Boyd  saved  us  from 
a blank  on  the  29th  ult.  with  some  roach  and  dace. 
Our  next  competition  will  be  fished  at  Sunbury  on 
Nov.  5,  from  the  weir  to  Sunbury  Lane  (pegged  down), 
members  to  leave  by  8 o’clock  train  from  Waterloo. 

C W 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers’  Arms, 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road. — On  the  29th  ult.  the 
following  members  had  fish  : Mr.  Rickards,  roach  ; Mr. 
Sullivan,  roach.  The  prize  for  gross  weight  of  jack  tor 
the  month  was  taken  by  Mr.  Mercer.  On  Nov.  5 an 
outing  will  take  place  at  St.  Margaret’s  for  four  bait 
guinea  prizes,  roving  between  St.  Margaret  a Bridge 
and  Hertford.  All  to  go  by  the  eight  o’clock  train  from 
Liverpool-street.  The  monthly  prize  for  November  is 
for  the  gross  weight  of  roach. — W.  M.  .rv  i 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— Since  last  report  the 
following  members  weighed-in  fish  : Mr.  Whitechurch 
Bennett,  chub,  21b.  IS^oz.,  jack,  41b.  9.ioz.,  perch, 
lib.  4ioz. ; Mr.  F.  Homer,  21b.  2foz.  of  roach  ; Mr.  H. 
Mills,  11b.  3ioz.  roach ; E.  Lowther  also  roach  and 
dace.’  I wish  to  remind  members  that  our  monthly 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Wednesday  next,  Nov.  8. 
— E.  Lowther.  „ . . 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Green 
Man,  High-street,  Plumstead. — On  the  26th  ult.  Mr.  W. 
Mathews  weighed-in  a pike  of  91b.  8oz.,  a pretty  shaped 
fish  ; and  on  the  29th  Mr.  F.  Cresswell  brought  in  his 
usual  show  of  chub,  thereby  saving  ns  from  a bl^k  on 
that  date.  On  the  31st  ult.  and  1st  inst.  Mr.  W . G. 
Northam  and  W.  E.  Mathews  had  four  jack,  largest 
41b.  I240Z.— J.  E.  Howcbopt. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  list  of  piscatorial  patents  is  specially 
compiled  for  the  Fishing  Gazette  by  Messrs.  Hughes, 
Eli,  and  Hughes,  Registered  Patent  Agents,  and 
Attorneys  for  British  and  Foreign  Patents,  Designs, 
and  Trade  Marks,  76,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C., 
with  whom  we  have  made  arrangements  that  all 
inquiries  respecting  the  protection  of  inventions 
will  be  answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  our 
readers : 

Application  for  Patent. 

19  982.  W.  Hardy  and  J.  Hardy,  of  London  and 
North  British  Works,  Alnwick,  Northumber- 
land, for  “ An  Improved  Fishing  Hook.” 

Patent  Published. 

15,683  (1893).  “ Artificial  Spinning  Bait.”  Patentee  ; 

Georges  Brunet  Debaines.  This  relates  to 
artificial  bait  of  the  spinning  class,  and  by 
retaining  the  fly  in  a normal  or  stationary 
position  whilst  the  rest  of  the  device 
revolves,  is  intended  to  render  the  bait 
more  attractive,  and  also  to  enable  other 
flies  to  be  used  that  heretofore  has  been 
impracticable.  A hook  is  employed,  having 
at  the  end  of  its  shank  a loop  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attaching  the  gut  or  line  to,  and 
having  also  a projection  or  stop  formed 
integral  with  or  cast  upon  the  said  shank, 
a short  distance  from  the  looped  end.  Before 
the  looped  end  of  the  shank  is  bent  up  into 
shape,  a spinner,  preferably  taking  the  form 
of  a two-bladed  propeller,  is  placed  thereon, 
the  pitch  of  the  blades  whereof  being  such 
that  upon  the  spinner  being  drawn  through 
the  water  the  same  will  revolve  or  spin 
with  great  velocity  upon  the  portion  of  the 
shank  of  the  hook  which  passes  through  the 
boss  of  the  spinner.  By  this  arrangement 
winged  flies,  and  kinds  that  with  the  old 
method,  where  the  spinner  and  fly  spun  to- 
gether, were  not  possible,  may  be  employed. 
This  form  of  bait  will  be  especially  ap- 
plicable to  fishing  for  large  trout  which, 
as  is  well  known,  seldom  rise  to  the 
surface. 


“Chastising”  the  Children.— “ Good  evening, 
Peter;  so  you  have  just  returned  from  pturch.  Did 
the  rector  give  you  a good  sermon?”  ‘ Well,  mum, 
we  didn’t  have  no  sarmon  ; ’twas  the  afternoon  tor 
chastising  of  the  children.— Cream. 


Mb.  Alexander  'Wbioht,  Accountant,  of  10,  Everelda-street, 
Bamsbury,  N.  (member  o(  the  Gresham,  Junior  Fly-FisherB,  &e.). 
undertakes  the  auditing  and  balancing  of  eve^  description  of 
accounts  at  moderate  rates.  Bents  and  debts  collected. 


IMMENSITY  OF  THE  NUMBERS  OF  FISH. 

Figures  of  speech  and  arithmetic  fail  to  show  the 
immensity  of  the  numbers  which  the  sea  gives  of  its 
finny  life.  Juvenal  said  that  the  sea  was  overfished. 
It  may  be  true  of  our  rivers,  like  the  Potomac,  with  our 
destructive  nets.  But  Juvenal  had  not  seen  or  heard  of 
the  banks  of  Newfoundland  and  their  opulence  of  fish, 
nor  of  the  Lofoden  Isles  with  their  mountains  of  pisca- 
torial wealth.  The  Arctics  were  unknown  to  the  Roman 
conquerors  of  the  world.  Could  Juvenal  have  heard 
Professor  Huxley  dilate  on  the  cod  mouniains  12Utt.  to 
180ft.  in  vertical  thickness,  in  and  around  those  waters 
or  stroms  of  Norway,  which  affrighted  our  youxhful 
fancy — he  would  have  modified  in  his  own  poetic  fancy 
as  to  overfishing  the  sea.  A shoal  of  codfish  one  mile 
in  superficial  extent  contains  120,000,000  fish ! Yet  more 
than  half  of  that  number  of  these  fish  are  taken  in  one 
year  on  the  coasts  of  Norway.  The  cod  lives  on 
herring  ■ and  such  a shoal  will  eat  840,000,000  herring 
in  a week!  That  fisheries  are  being  overworked  is 
almost  a joke,  when  wo  remember  what  science  reveals. 
Soienca  tells  us  that  our  fixed  fisheries  only  contain 
5 per  cent,  of  the  fish  of  the  sea. 

Nor  is  this  indeed  a marvel,  when  we  know  how  fish 
yield  their  eggs  by  millions.  The  queen  bee,  it  is 
has  her  50,000  eggs  a season.  But  the  fecundity  of  fish 
might  as  well  be  expressed  by  soine  algebraic  formula, 
as  a: -t- 1/ = CO — . Bertram  in  his  “Harvest  of  the 
Sea,”  says  that  he  counted  the  separate  eggs  in  the 
roes  of  some  of  our  fish.  He  counted  exactly  7,000,000 
eggs  in  a sturgeon.  In  codfish  he  gives  3,400,000 ; in 
flounders  1,250,000  ; in  soles,  1,000,000  ; and  in  mackerel, 
500,000.  Where  do  the  fish  go  ? But  few  of  them  go 
to  the  tables  as  food.  They  have  the  delight  of  eating 
each  other.  The  smaller  pass  their  time  in  guarding 
against  the  larger  fish  eating  them.  If  0110-half  survived 
there  would  be  no  need  of  restoring  our  shipping,  as 
navigation  would  cease. — American  F.  G, 


THE  BEE-SANDS  FISHERMEN’S  DOGS. 
About  seven  or  eight  miles  from  Kingsbridge,  be- 
tween the  Start  Point  and  Torcross,  lies  the  little  fishing 
village  of  Bee-sands  ; it  is  situated  on  a sandy  beach 
with  no  harbour  or  shelter,  and  when  the  wind  blows 
towards  the  land,  a very  heavy  surf  rolls  in,  which 
makes  it  very  dangerous  for  boating.  The  boats  that 
are  used  are  large  seine  boats,  and  carry  a lo.  ot  men  in 
addition  to  their  nets.  , , , , . . i.  i.i. 

It  often  happens  when  the  boats  are  to  sea  that  the 
wind  shifts,  and  a heavy  surf  is  the  consequence.  It  would 
be  impossible  to  land  in  the  ordinary  way,  and  they 
cannot  get  near  enough  to  throw  a rope,  therefore  they 
have  recourse  to  the  help  of  Newfoundland  dogs,  these 
animals  are  brought  up  to  the  work  from  pups,  and 
thoroughly  understand  it.  When  a boat  is  nearing  the 
shore,  the  dog  goes  down  and  waits  until  ne  sees  the 
boat  in  position  to  be  hauled  up  ; at  a given  call  the  dog 
watches  its  opportunity  and  leaps  in,  just  after  a big 
wave  has  broken,  and  swims  off  to  the  boat.  They  ma^ke 
fast  a small  line,  and  he  turns  round  and  makes  tor 
home  ; but  it  is  interesting  to  watch  them  waiting  tor 

the  big  wave  to  carry  them  in  on  shore. 

When  once  landed,  the  people  on  shore  take  hold  ot 
the  small  line,  the  other  end  of  which  the  men  in  the 
boat  make  fast  to  their  hawser;  this  is  then  pulled 
ashore,  and  with  many  willing  hands.  They  watch  until 
they  see  the  big  wave,  which  is  either  the  seventh  or 
the  ninth,  and  the  boat  is  hauled  clean  in  on  the  beach, 
and  up  out  of  the  water.  William  Hearder. 

Plymouth.  

A WONDERFUL  FISH. 

Pages,  in  fact  volumes,  have  been  written  to  show 
the  intelligence  of  animals.  But  it  reinained  for  a 
Nebraska  editor  to  call  the  attention  of  the  public  to 
the  powers  of  judgment  and  unerring  discrimination 
possessed  by  the  fish  in  that  region.  In  a letter  recently 
published  in  a Iccil  contemporary  he  writes  ; 

“ Last  Sunday  I wandered  out  alone  for  purposes  ot 
religious  meditation.  Finding  myself  upon  the  bank  ot 
a beautiful  mountain  stream,  I put  my  hamd  absent- 
mindedly  into  my  pocket  and  drew  out  a fishing  pole 
and  line.  In  the  same  absent-minded  vvay  I caught  an 
idle  and  garrulous  grasshopper,  and,  inducing  it  to 
swallow  the  hook,  swung  it  over  the  stream.  lo  nay 
intense  excitement  a beautiful  rainbow  trout  about  6in. 
long  suddenly  appeared  near  the  surface.  I brought 
the  bait  into  tempting  propinquity  to  its  nose,  but  it 
raised  itself  out  of^  the  water  up  to  its  waistband,  and, 
casting  a reproachful  look  at  me,  said  : 

“ ‘,1  am  sorry  to  disappoint  you,  but  I cannot  accept 
the  invitation  to  your  banquet.  If  I were  to  allow  you 
to  catch  me  you  would  tell  of  me  in  that  departm^t  ot 
vour  paper  entitled  ‘ Nothing  but  L’.es,’  and  say  that  i 
was  two  feet  long,  and  that  it  took  you  an  hour  and 
)6  minutes  to  land  me.  I do  not  so  much  object  to  tur- 
uishing  phosphorus  for  an  exhausted  brain,  but  1 draw 
the  line  at  furnishing  raw  material  for  a robust  imagina- 

^^°^The  fish  then  reversed  itself,  vpriggled  its  tail  several 
times  derisively,  and  disappeared.” 


The  Bot-Flt. — Far  worse  than  the  jigger,  bat, 
tortunately,  not  nearly  so  common,  is  the  bot-fly 
Oestrus),  another  native  of  tropical  America,  ihis 
most  troublesome  fly,  instead  of  placing  all  its  eggs  in 
one  nest,  distributes  them,  laying  one  egg  at  a timej  on 
the  skin  at  every  chosen  spot.  Each  egg  gives  out  a 
little  larva  or  grub,  which  works  its  way  under  the  skin 
and  lives,  eats,  and  grows  there,  causing  sometimes 
intolerable  suffering  for  many  weeks. — Science  Sijtinqs. 


FOUND  IN  THE  TRAWL. 

On  the  Agala  Islands  in  the  Indian  Ooea.n,  there  is  a 
very  strange  crab.  He  is  known  to  science  as  the 
IHrgus  Intro,  or  thief  crab,  and  his  depredations  are 
carried  on  in  the  cocoanut  groves  which  abound  on  these 
islands.  The  crab  grows  to  be  twenty-two  inches  long, 
measuring  from  the  tip  of  the  tail  to  the  end  of  the  long 
claw,  and  resembles  in  general  appearance  the  hermit 
crab.  The  abdomen  is  fleshy  and  not  covered  with  a 
shell,  and,  in  order  to  protect  this,  it  is  the  habit  of  the 
thief  crab  to  take  forcible  possession  of  a shell  of  the 
Trochas  family,  in  which  it  lives.  It  is  nocturnal  in  itp 
operations,  and  has  the  faculty  of  selecting  the  trees 
having  the  finest  cocoanuts  upon  them.  Climbing  up 
the  trunks  frequently  for  twenty-five  feet,  it  reaches  the 
limbs  and  severs  the  stems  which  attach  the  nuts  to  the 
branches.  These  are  frequently  as  thick  as  one’s  three 
fingers,  and  would  require  a strong  knife  to  cut  them. 
Having  brought  down  the  nut,  the  crab  now  descends  to 
the  ground,  digs  a hole  and  rolls  the  cocoanut  into  It. 
He  then  commences  to  tear  off  the  husk,  fibre  by  fibre, 
until  the  nut  is  completely  exposed,  and  then,  breaking 
in  what  is  known  as.the  eye,  he  eats  the  meat  completely 
out.  The  fibres  stripped  off  the  cocoanut  by  this  crab 
will  frequently  fill  a bushel  basket,  and  they_  are 
gathered  for  making  mattresses,  and  are  also  twisted 
into  ropes. 

*«*##«* 
However  big  the  fish  we  catch  may  be. 

We  know  a bigger  still  is  in  the  sea  ; 

For  who,  pray  tell,  e’er  lost  a fish  but  thought 
’Twas  bigger  than  the  biggest  one  he  caught  ? 
******* 

But,  Tom,  dear,  where  is  the  big  trout  you  said 
you  caught?”  “Oh,  that  one!  Why— yes,  of  course- 
well,  I took  that  trout,  and  it  looked  so  good  I cooked  it 
and  eat  it  on  the  spot.  And  speaking  of  eating,^  Maude, 

I wish  you’d  hurry  up  that  dinner.  I haven’t  had  a 
mouthful  all  day.”  And  then  Maude  for  the  first  time 
doubted  her  husband’s  veracity. 

* * * * * * * _ 

Johnny  ; “ Aw — what  sort  of  gaff  do  you  like  the 
best?”  Fisherman  (long and  huskily)  : “ Shandg-ga^.” 

* # # * * * * 

Wrasses  are  especially  fond  of  shrimps,  and  cannot 
only  catch  them  as  they  swim  in  the  water,  but  pursue 
them  on  the  bottom.  The  sight  of  the  wrasse  is  par- 
ticularly keen.  Its  vision  is  so  good  that  it  can  see  a 
shrimp  with  certainty  when  the  whole  body  is  buried  in 
sands,  excepting  the  antenn®  and  antennm-plates.  If 
the  sand  be  fine,  a shrimp  will  bury  itself  absolutely, 
digging  with  its  swimmerets,  and  finally  raking  the  sand 
over  its  back  and  levelling  it  with  its  antenn® ; but,  if 
the  least  bit  be  exposed,  the  wrasses  will  find  it,  in  spite 
of  its  protective  coloration. 

*******  ^ 

“ Oh  ! grant  me  honest  fame,  or  grant  me  none.” 

* * * * * * * 

A PARADISE  fish  in  a tank  in  a show  window  here- 
about is  surrounded  by  a hundred  or  so  of  the  young, 
that  appear  as  mere  bubbles  darting  here  and  there.  It 
a finger  be  held  near  the  surface  the  fish  snaps  at  it 
viciously  ; if  the  fry  sink  to  the  bottom  it  will  take 
them  in  its  mouth  and  lift  them  to  the  weeds  at  the 
top.  “That’s  a great  fish,”  said  the  owner.  “It’s  an 
excellent  parent,  and  takes  as  much  care  of  the  little 
fellows  as  creatures  of  more  alleged  intelligence.  We 
had  to  take  away  the  mate  and  put  it  into  a separate 
tank  because  it  was  eating  the  young  ones.  No,  it  is 
a she.  This  is  the  father.  The  mother  is  over  there  by 
herself.” — N.  Y.  Sun. 

,0  ******* 

The  older  the  fish  the  harder  to  please. 

* * * * * * . * 
Fishermen  who  have  cast  their  lines  in  the  Indian 
river,  in  Florida,  say  that  the  mullet  can  jump  higher 
than  any  other  fish.  It  sometimes  leaps  up  from  the 
water  a distance  of  fifteen  feet.  Mr.  Ritchie  should  get 
one  or  two  of  these  lively  acrobats  for  the  Royal 
Aquarium. 

******* 

A Wren’s  Nest. — Two  or  three  summers  ago  a wren 
made  her  nest  inside  a letter  box  fixed  upon  our  front 
gate  at  Barnwood,  Gloucester.  She  flew  in  and  out 
through  a small  hole  in  the  side  of  the  box,  laid  ten 
eggs,  and  hatched  them.  Some  time  after  I looked  in 
again  and  they  had  all  flown  away.  The  next  year 
another  nest  was  made — we  think  it  was  the  same  bird 
w'hich  had  returned— but  unfortunately,  some  boys  m 
passing  discovered  it,  and,  by  throwing  stones  inside, 
disturbed  the  poor  little  bird,  who  deserted  it  before  she 
had  laid  any  eggs.  Another  curious  place  for  a,  nest 
was  inside  a green  watering-pot,  which  I found  in  our 
orchard.  The  bird  had  hatched  her  eggs  and  flown.— 
A.  M.  Jaynes,  in  Nature  Notes. 

******* 

“ We  are  all  worms.”  But  we  don’t  all  glow  ! 
###**** 

The  young  men  were  showing,  with  a good  deal  of 
pride,  the  results  of  their  fishing  expedition.  “ Mr. 
Brooxten,”  said  a young  lady,  “ fish  go  in  schools,  do 
they  not?”  “I  believe  so;  but  why  do  you  ask. 
“Because,  if  they  do,  I feel  perfectly  confident  from 
looking  at  those  you  have  caugut,  that  yon  have  broken 
up  an  infant  class.” 

* * * * * * _ * 

When  a man  gets  it  into  his  head  that  he  is  a genius 
before  the  public  think  so,  he  has  some  little  difficulty 
in  bringing  in  the  rent. 

* * * * * * * 

Scientists  know  of  240,000  varieties  of  insects. 

Tengard. 
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THE  SCOTCH  BACK-ENH  SALMON 
SEASON. 

ON  TOURIST  ANGLER,  HOTEL,  TICKET, 
AND  OPEN  WATERS. 


By  Mukhoch. 


As  on  almost  all  the  private  salmon  fisheries  of 
the  rivers  possessing  a true  autumn  migration  of 
great  strength  annually,  so  on  the  bulk  of  the 
fisheries  of  the  same  rivers  falling  to  be 
classed  under  the  above  heading,  the  salmon 
season  of  the  back-end  for  ’93,  which  ended 
last  month  in  most  districts,  and  now,  at 
last,  is  practically  at  an  end  for  the  year 
in  Scotland — since  only  Tweed  and  Urr  remain 
open  longer  than  a week  or  so — has  proved 
about  all  through,  to  speak  of  it  relatively,  one 
of  the  very  worst  description.  A season  so  dis- 
appointing, so  irksome,  so  exasperating — because 
so  barren  of  sjiort — to  anglers,  I am  pretty  sure 
it  is  safe  to  say  cannot  be  recalled  to  memory  by 
the  oldest  amongst  us  as  having  been  once 
experienced  even  in  the  days  of  “ downright 
honest  angling,”  when,  ere  yet  the  deadly  gripper 
and  the  thousand  and  one  other  patent  and  non- 
])atent  lures  of  to-day  had  been  dreamt  of,  every- 
one was  wont  to  fish  the  fly,  and  little  hut  thejlij, 
save  on  occasions  when  the  water  was  swollen  or 
muddy  in  the  extreme.  Of  a surety  it  looks  as  if 


we  had  fallen  on  evil  days — days  of  ill  fortune, 
days  which  have  come  about,  perhaps  not  wholly 
as  the  result,  but  with  the  neglect  of  the  fisheries 
by  the  ornamental  members  and  ofiicials  of  the 
Scotch  Pishcry  Board,  in  combination  with  the 
still  fast  developing,  widening,  broadening  mania 
amongst  anglers  for  the  spinning  and  fine  line 
hait  methods — now  called  the  fashionable  styles 
— of  fishing  for  the  “ stately  sawmont.” 

The  above  digressive  preface  I have  made 
expressly  for  the  purpose  of  making  any  after 
references  more  telling  and  clearly  understood  by 
my  readers.  Accordingly  with  this  done — the 
way  paved  as  it  were— 1 come  straight  and  direct 
to  my  subject  without  the  waste  of  one  more 
word.  Well  then,  what  have  I learned,  and, 
in  brief,  have  to  say  about  the  fishing  on  the 
several  fisheries  of  the  rivers  taken  in  their  order 
from  north  to  south  and  thereafter  westwards  ? 

On  the  townspeople’s  once-a-week  days  on  the 
Burgh  waters  of  the  River  Ness  the  sport,  on  the 
whole,  was  rather  disappointing.  True,  there 
were  two  or  three  pretty  good  days — one  on 
which  sixteen  fish,  besides  a decent  number  of 
sea-trout,  were  caught,  but  on  all  the  others  really 
very  little  was  done.  During  a great  part  of  the 
season  the  water  was  far  from  in  good  fettle,  and 
there  seemed  throughout  the  whole  of  it  to  be  an 
unusual  scarcity  of  fish.  The  fly  still  more  than 
holds  its  own  on  the  Ness,  and  with  it  the  most  of 
the  fish  were  caught. 

The  Forres  Angling  Club’s  reaches  of  the  river 
Findhorn  fished  wretchedly.  Hardly  ever  nowa- 
days is  the  fishing  here  so  good  in  the  autumn  as 
it  almost  always  proved  from  twelve  to  twenty 
years  ago.  The  effect  of  the  many  years  of 
terrible  netting  is  plainly  to  be  seen  in  the  Find- 
horn’s  impoverished  angling  of  to-day. 

The  Aberlour  Village  water  of  the  Spey  yielded 
almost  nothing,  and  from  the — to  be — Craigel- 
lachie  Hotel  water  the  returns  were  more 
meagre  than  for  many  years  past.  About  these 
waters  just  the  same  has  to  be  said  as  about  the 
Findhorn;  informer  times  they  yielded  ever  so 
much  better  than  they  do  now.  The  Fiddich — 
a nice  sporting  little  tributary  of  the  Spey, 
practically  open  to  the  public — gave  to  the  rods 
better  than  usual  sport  with  sea-trout,  and  more 
grilse  than  commonly,  during  the  few  weeks 
just  before  the  season’s  conclusion. 

The  open  and  permit  reaches  of  the  Lossie, 
between  Elgin  and  Lossiemouth,  from  being  too 
low,  gave  no  sea-trout  fishing  of  account /or  them 
early  in  the  season ; but  before  the  end  arrived 
many  grand  baskets  to  the  numerous  anglers, 
home  bred  and  from  a distance,  who  were  out, 
were  secured  on  them. 

The  Cabrach  free  fishing  waters  of  the  Deveron, 
from  the  fish,  save  in  mere  dribblets,  having  not 
travelled  forward  in  time,  did  not  do  well  at  all; 
but  a fishing  about  mid-season  of  quite  an  average 
character  was  obtained  on  the  free  (generously 
gifted  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon) 
reaches  of  many  miles  in  extent  near  by  and 
upward  from  Huntly.  The  Huntly  folk  fish  hard, 
and  from  their  knowing  the  “ casts  ” and  the 
“ lies  ” of  the  fish  best,  it  usually  falls  to  them  to 
do  better  than  strangers.  For  a week  or  two 
before  the  season  terminated,  good  takes  were  got 
by  no  one,  owing  to  the  water  being  terribly  low 
and  no  fresh  fish  coming  forward.  The  free 
(little  bit)  water  at  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
between  Banff  and  Macduff,  gave  a fairish  lot  of 
sea-trout  and  finnock,  but  no  salmon  or  grilse  all 
the  back-end.  Latterly  the  tributary  stream,  the 
Kin’  Edar’  (King  Edward),  gave  some  fine 
baskets  of  sea-ti’out,  adult  and  adolescent,  to  the 
good  few  rods  from  Banff,  Macduff,  Turriff,  and 
elsewhere,  out  on  it  during  October  ; but  earlier 
it  fished  in  an  extremely  poor  fashion. 

But  for  what  was  done  on  the  one  or  two  days 
when  the  water  spated,  the  season,  in  respect  of 
sea-trout  and  finnock,  on  such  grand  yielding 
streams  as  LTgie,  Ythan,  Bronie,  Ebrie,  Black- 
water,  Water  of  Philorth,  South  Ugie,  and  Water 
of  Cruden  was  an  utter  collapse.  These,  all 
streams  of  Aberdeenshire,  have  not  for  many 
years  bygone  fished  so  wretchedly  from  start  to 
finish  of  the  back-end,  and  grievous  to  the  many 
anglers  from  near  and  far  has  been  the  conse- 
quence. It  is  believed  that  not  more  than  a dozen 
salmon  and  grilse  fell  to  the  rods  on  the  Ugie ; 
and  the  Ythan,  usually  capital  for  back-end 
salmon  and  grilse  angling  when  there  is  ])lenty 
water,  yielded  in  an  utterly  wretched  fashion. 


From  the  whole  of  Liord  Aberdeen’s  “ permit  ” 
reaches  of  splendid  waters  extending  to  about  a 
dozen  miles,  and  fished  from  both  banks,  it  is 
roughly  calculated  that  the  total  catch  of  U-;h  to 
the  whole  great  array  of  rods  cannot  have 
exceeded  thirty  salmon  and  grilse,  exclusive  of 
sea-trout,  which  are  not  reckoned  “ fish.” 

The  Nether  Don  ticket  fishery,  whereon  anglers 
of  great  renown  exei'ciscd  their  cunning,  fished 
about  all  the  season  through  in  an  unpreceden- 
tedly poor  manner.  On  the  Cruives  water  also, 
where  the  boys  know  how  to  do  it,  the  returns 
beat  the  record  in  a way,  being  poorer  than  in 
any  year  remembered  of.  The  Kintore  Burgh 
water,  a grand  and  extensive  stretch,  about 
fourteen  miles  up  river,  yielded  what  for  it  must 
be  called  a miserable  fishing,  having  given  not 
more  than  a poor  twenty-five  fish.  The  fish,  till 
too  late  over,  were  kept  back  in  the  waters  about 
and  seaward  from  the  various  horrid  dyke 
obstructions  on  the  lower  five  or  six  miles  of 
river,  hence  the  reason  for  the  Kintore  and 
Inverurie  Burgh  ticket  waters  having  suffered 
so  greatly  in  their  yielding  re])utation.  Last 
year’s  back-end  the  river  ran  too  high  for  the 
fishing  at  Kintore ; this  year,  most  of  the  time,  it 
ran  too  low  for  the  fish  to  get  over  the  dykes  and 
forward,  but  the  season  of  two  years  ago  was  a 
grand  one,  when  over  300  fine  fish  were  caught. 
How  the  Don  is  racked  and  injured  in  its  fishing 
and  angling  repute  by  the  dyke  obstructions, 
turbine  wheels,  pollutions,  and  so  forth  of  the 
mill  owners,  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board  know 
perfectly  well,  yet  they  do  nothing. 

The  lice’s  lower  waters  have  scarcely  ever  been 
fished  with  such  scant  success.  Not  one  of  the 
four  or  five  ticket  reaches  from  the  tideway  up 
to  and  including  the  Deeside  Hydro,  fishery,  about 
five  miles  inland,  yielded  more  than  seven  or 
eight  fish ; and  the  whole  of  them,  with  the 
Banchory  House  water  included,  did  not  yield 
over  a score.  The  high  temperature,  and  the 
repeated  moving  up  and  dow'n  of  the  water  nearly 
the  whole  season  throughout,  kept  the  fish  on  the 
run — running  right  through  the  lower  reaches, 
which,  in  consequence  of  no  head  of  fish  resting 
in  them,  failed  to  yield  anything  better  than  a 
mere  trifle  of  the  sport  usually  had  on  them  in 
autumns  when  the  water  keeps  steady  and  is 
rather  low  in  temperature.  The  hotel’s  fishery 
beats  of  the  upper  waters,  let  by  the  month,  or 
to  so  many  rods  for  the  season,  were  early  pretty 
well  stocked  with  fish  and  fished  in  a middling 
fair  way.  Home  good  takes  were  got  on  old 
Sand ison’s  waters  at  Aboyne;  and,  towards  the 
close,  the  Invercauld  Hotel  fishei’y  at  Ballater, 
whereon  was  caught  the  heaviest  fish  of  the 
season  for  the  Dee,  gave  several  times  some  really 
decent  sport  to  the  rods. 

(To  be  continued!) 

REMINISCENCES  OF  AN  OLD 
ANGLER. 

{Continued  from  page  35-'i.) 

By  E.  M.  Tod. 

In  1892  I had  no  fishing  for  trout  or  salmon. 
It  is  true  I had  a few  days’  pond  fishing  in 
Sussex  and  killed  a few  pike  up  to  filb.,  and  carp 
up  to  2|lb. ; but  to  me  these  triumphs  are  not 
those  I care  to  record  in  my  fishing  diary,  and  so 
we  will  at  once  pass  on  to  this  year,  and  so  end 
my  “ Diary  ” before  the  year  closes. 

1893. — 1 went  as  the  guest  of  an  old  friend,  fully 
as  much  for  health  as  for  fishing,  to  Sutherland- 
shire.  I have  kept  no  record  of  my  friend’s 
baskets,  but  he  and  I did  about  the  same  when  in 
the  boat  together.  I often  used  to  jump  out  and 
wad,e,  in  preference,  for  I greatly  prefer  wading, 
if  the  wading  is  at  all  good,  to  being  cooped  up  all 
day  in  a boat.  I know  it  is  not  so  sure  a way  of 
making  a good  basket  of  trout,  for  all  that. 

The  idea,  of  course,  was  to  fish  the  River 
Navar  for  salmon,  but  which  would  entirely 
depend  on  rain. 

When  I drove  down  the  hill,  prior  to  crossing 
Dalvina  Bridge,  and  saw  the  number  of  big 
stones  standing  out  of  the  water,  I exclaimed  that 
salmon  fishing  seemed  hopeless  ” in  the  present 
withered  state  of  the  Navar,  which  looked  parched 
as  a red  herring — so  different  to  what  I remember 
it  twelve  years  before  ! 

Alas  1 during  our  stay  of  three  weeks  we  had 
little  or  no  rain,  and  my  ]>redictions  were  verified  ; 
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but  I thought  of  the  hill  lochs,  and  I hoped  for 
better  luck  with  the  troi^f.  In  this,  too,  I was 
mistaken,  as  will  be  seen  by  my  “takes.” 

June  14.  Fished  Loch  Rimsdale  with  15.,  and 
got  ()|lb.  of  trout;  bright  sun  and  windy,  ((i^lb.) 

15th.  I fished  Loch  Ka  Skirra  with  B.,  and  a 
beast  of  a climb  to  reach  it  too.  Basketed  6|lb. 
(wading). 

The  May-tly  was  out  on  this  loch,  but  we  had  no 
boat  and  could  not  reach  the  best  ground. 

loth.  Fished  the  bottom  end  of  Loch  Navar — 
wading — and  only  killed  nine  fair  trout — not 
weighed. 

17th  and  IJth.  l)id  not  fish,  save  one  hour  for 
salmon — ho])eless  at  present.  Blank. 

20th.  Fished  Loch  Rimsdale,  with  B.  Killed 
!»|lb.  trout.  As  my  friend  sometimes  killed  more 
than  I did,  probably  our  united  take  to-day  may 
have  reached  201b. ; but  that  is  nothing  wonderful 
even  for  one  rod  to  accomplish  on  a good  High- 
land loch  in  Sutherlandshire. 

21st.  This  day  1 had  a curious  and  unique 
experience,  which  I will  give  in  detail,  with  the 
editor’s  permission.  We  drove  in  the  morning 
to  Rafaile  Farm,  where  the  trap  was  put  up,  and 
then  mounted  the  hill  to  fish  Rafaile  loch.  I pass 
over  a pumping  climb,  which  I no  longer  look  for- 
ward to  with  jjleasure.  The  loch  reached,  he  and 
his  gillie  began  at  one  side,  I at  the  other, 
wading  in,  bnt  without  a gillie,  and  as  we  could 
easily  converse  across  the  narrow  loch,  it  trans- 
pired that  after  fishing  for  about  three-cjuarters 
of  an  hour  neither  of  us  had  got  a rise  ! 

1 then  shouted  to  ask  B.’s  gillie  to  point  out 
where  the  other  loch  lay  which  he  had  spoken  of, 
and  he  indicated  the  position,  and  it  was  distant 
“ inebbee  a mile,  sir.” 

In  my  waders  I tackled  that  hill,  and  then 
began  my  troubles.  When  I had  at  last  walked 
what  to  me  seemed  a long  mile,  I began  to  gaze 
across  a large  expanse  of  desolate  moor.  I at 
once  perceived  that — say  a mile  or  a mile  and  a 
half  farther  off — there  W'ere  several  lochs  or 
lochlets. 

Now,  as  I had  arranged  that  they  would  follow 
me,  I began  to  think  I had  made  a mess  of  it,  and 
of  course  blamed  the  gillie  for  not  telling  me  that 
I should  find  a string  of  lochs,  instead  of  one. 

\ ou  see,  I was  already  beginning  to  feel  very 
“ warm,”  for  I weigh  hard  on  sixteen  stone,  and — 

I am  past  boyhood.  J’he  day  was  when  I could  hold 
my  own,  and  more  than  my  own,  with  most 
fellows,  but  all  that  seems  gone  with  the 
lean,  hard  condition  of  youth.  I said  I was  hoi — 
vulgarly  hot— yea,  reeking  like  a lime-kiln,  with 
heavy  waders,  already  in  a stew  within.  Suddenly 
a dip  amongst  the  hills  attracted  my  notice,  and  I 
said  to  myself,  “ Some  good-sized  loch  is  surely 
there,"  and  off  I set  right-half-face  ; but,  alas,  the 
loch  I ought  to  have  gone  to  was  just  as  nearly 
left-wheel  as  may  be. 

On  I went  puffing,  till  below  me  lay  a line  sheet 
of  water,  some  miles  in  circumference.  By  this 
time  it  must  have  been  midday. 

A.gain  I began,  full  of  hope,  and  fished  quite 
half  a mile,  wading  along  the  shore,  without 
seeing  a sign  of  fish  life,  and  was  getting  dis- 
heartened, when  1 heard  a shout,  and  found  my 
friend’s  gillie  coming  down  to  me  at  a run. 

“ Sir,  this  is  not  the  loch  at  all.  Mr.  B.  has 
gone  to  it,  and  sent  me  to  look  for  yoir.” 

I handed  him  my  rod,  glad  of  an  excuse  to  lie 
down,  and  he  set  to  work,  but  although  he  threw 
a good  line,  he  only  rose  one  small  trout,  and  then 
saying  that  I would  find  the  right  loch  “ ower 
yonder,”  he  strode  off'  like  a mountain  hare, 
and  was  soon  lost  to  sight.  At  last  I got  ([uite 
sick  of  it,  and  started  off'  in  the  direction  de- 
scribed as  “ower  yonder,”  “ a mile  or  better,  sir.” 
And  here  I pause  to  remind  my  readers  that  I 
had  fished  two  lochs,  and  hoth  good-looking 
sheets  of  water,  and  as  yet  had  not  had  a single 
rise,  nor  had  I seen  a trout  rise  of  its  own  accord. 
Being  now  amongst  the  moors  I took  my  bear- 
ings, and,  longing  for  firmer  foothold,  plodded 
my  weary  way  onward.  At  last  I came  on  a 
tarn  of  mossy  water,  not  large,  bnt  looking 
good  for  some  black  trout,  and  I fished  it— without 
a rise  ! 

Then  off'  I started  once  more,  and  soon  saw  a 
glitter  of  water  ahead,  and  again  1 plunged  over 
the  boggy  ground,  hoping  that  I had  arrived  at 
the  end  of  “ ower  yonder.”  It  was  another  tarn, 
and  I fished  it — without  a rise. 

Now  someone  has  placed  upon  record  that  “a 


joke’s  a joke,  but  a dead  rat’s  no  nosegay,”  and 
I began  to  realise  the  truth  of  it.  Who  was  it 
that  threw  the  straw  to  the  drowning  fisher- 
man ? Mark  it  well,  sir. 

All  of  ji  shin  g is  not  fish,! 

No!  “By  the  piper  that  played  before 
Moses  ” it  is  not.  for  here  have  I had  a long  and 
most  picturesque  walk  “ over  the  hills  and  far 
away.”  I have  seen,  and  I have  fished,  four  High- 
land lochs  and  lochlets  in  one  half  day,  and  I 
have  found  that  “all  of  fishing  is  distinctly 
NOT  Fish!”  Elm! 

Now  the  ground  was  flat  and  the  walking 
heavy,  and  I longed  to  be  Shelley’s  skylark  that 
I might  soar  aloft  and  so  find  out  for  myself 
how  far  I had  to  go  before  I arrived  at  the  end 
of  “ owre  yonder.” 

There  was  nothing  for  it  but  to  go  back  to 
the  high  ground  from  which  I first  saw  this 
“ Land  of  Promise,”  and  I turned  left  front,  and 
faced  “The  Hill  Difficulty.”  Bunyan’s  Pilgrim’s 
Progress  was  a horse-race  in  comparison.  At 
last  I was  standing  again  on  the  hillside,  scanning 
the  many  sheets  of  water  for  a sign  of  human 
life — in  vain. 

I began  with  a good  old  Australian  “ Coo — ee  ! ” 
and  the  echoes  resounded  its  unfamiliar  sound. 
I cooeed  till  I was  black  in  the  face,  and  was  just 
going  to  give  it  up  when  I heard  a faint  sound, 
and  looking,  saw  the  smallest  white  object 
flitting  about  like  a white  moth  at  the  side  of  a 
loch,  most  of  which  was  hidden  from  my  view.  1 
answered  this,  and  walked  in  that  direction  with 
a will,  because,  entre  noxis,  it  was  all  down  hill. 
On  the  way,  an  adder  scuttled  across  my  very 
toes,  and  I was  glad  to  have  a chance  for  first 
blood,  and  so  he  soon  bit  the  dust. 

At  length  I arrived,  to  find  my  friend  and  his 
gillie  at  the  far  side  of  a good-sized  loch  and 
myself  dog  tired.  As  I sank  on  the  heather  I 
could  not  help  whispering,  “ I wonder  if  an  aith 
wad  relieve  me  i!  ” but  I pulled  out  my  flask 
instead  ! 

A teetotaler  must  have  sworn,  so  boast  not  to 
we  of  the  morality  of  these  sons  of  the  blue 
ribbon ! 

I bad  at  length  reached  the  fifth  loch  for  that 
day.  Loch  Duniveen,  and  of  course  1 was  too  late 
and  too  tired  to  care  a hang  for  all  the  trout 
fishing  in  Sutherlandshire.  I got  nine  trout, 
beginning  about  2.:30  and  fishing  one  and  a half 
or  two  hours.  My  friend  had  a fair,  but  not  at 
all  a large,  basket— the  most  taken  before  1 
arrived  on  the  scene. 

It  turned  out  that  the  first  loch  was  very 
uncertain  (a  “ kittle  loch  ”),  that  the  second  was  a 
cajiital  loch  “ when  the  trout  w'ere  on  the  feed,” 
but  that  the  large  majority  of  these  small  mossy 
tarns  or  lochlets  were  barren  ! We  should  have 
gone  direct  to  Loch  Duniveen  in  the  first 
instance,  “ but — we  did’nt.” 

I think  I may  fairly  claim  such  a day  as  “a 
record,”  I don’t  want  many  more  such — nine 
trout,  and  one  “ sairpent  (i.e.,  adder.) 

(To  he  continued.) 


DESCRIPTION  OE  THE  MOST  CELE- 
BRATED ANGLING  STATIONS  IN 
NORTH  AND  SOUTH  WALES. 

(Repbinteu  I’KOM  George  Agar  Hansard’s 
“Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing  in  Wales.”) 

(Continued  from  page  o57.) 

Neath  Nedd  (Ppper),  twelve  miles  from  Neath, 
is  situated  in  the  finest  portion  of  the  vale  of  that 
name. 

I’ENCOED,  four  miles  from  Bridgend,  on  the 
Ewenny. 

Pendoylan  (“the  head  of  the  two  groves”), 
five  miles  from  Cowbridge,  on  the  Elay. 

Peterston,  seven  miles  from  Cardiff,  on  the 
Elay. — Good  in  the  spring  only. 

Pyle,  a pretty  village,  eleven  miles  and  a-half 
from  Neath;  on  the  Pyle,  an  excellent  stream. 

Resoiaend,  seven  miles  from  Neath,  on  the 
Neath.  Many  beautiful  cascades. 

Rhwngdwv  Clydach,  seven  miles  from  Swan- 
sea, between  the  lower  and  upper  Clydach  rivers. 

Rhydgwern,  near  Caerphilly,  on  the  Romney. 

* The  Highland  gillies  always  speak  of  snakes  as 
serpents,  pronounced  “ sairpents.” 


Rhuddry,  eight  miles  from  Cardiff,  on  the  , 
Romney. 

CnERiTON,  sixteen  miles  from  Swansea, near  the  I! 
confluence  of  the  rivers  Barry  and  Loughor.  j 

G LYN  Taf,  at  the  confluence  of  the  Rivers  Taf  and  i 
Rhondda.  The  bridge  Pont-y-Prydd,  celebrated  ; 
for  the  singularity  of  its  architecture,  crosses  the  1 
steep  banks  of  the  Taf  at  this  place,  near  the  | 
village  of  Newbridge.  ; 

All  these  rivers  abound  with  fine  fish.  ' 

The  lakes  of  Glamorganshire  are  small,  and  | 
few  in  number  ; the  principal  one  is  Kenvig  Pool  i,, 
(between  Margam  Park  and  the  sea  coast).  It  |i 
lies  near  the  shore,  in  the  midst  of  sands,  j 
and  contains  no  trout,  but  abundance  of  perch,  ' 
eels,  &c. 

Of  those  among  the  mountains,  the  most 
remarkable  is  Llyn  Vawr,  below  the  lofty  peak  of  ( 
Pencraig.  It  has  plenty’ of  fish,  and  prodigious  ] 
(juantities  of  wild  fowl.  ' 


CARMARTHENSHIRE. 

“ Grongar  ! in  whose  silent  shade. 

For  the  modest  Muses  made. 

So  oft  I have,  the  evening  still. 

At  the  fountain  of  a rill. 

Sat  upon  a flowery  bed. 

With  my  hand  beneath  my  head; 

While  stray’d  my  eyes  o’er  Towy’s  flood, 
Over  mead  and  over  wood. 

From  house  to  house,  from  hill  to  hill. 

Till  Contemplation  had  her  fill.” 

Geongab  Hill. 

The  principal  rivers  are  the  Twyi,  or  Towy; 
the  Taf,  or  Tave;  the  Llychwyr,  or  Loughor;  the 
Teivi ; and  the  Gwendraeth  Vawr  and  Gwen- 
draeth  Vach,  or  greater  and  lesser  Gwendraeth  ; 
There  are,  besides,  numerous  smaller  streams. 

The  Towy, 

The  largest  and  most  important  river  in  South 
Wales,  rises  iu  the  wildest  part  of  Cardigan, 
between  Strata  Florida  and  the  borders  of  Breck- 
nock. After  a southerly  course  of  ten  miles,  it 
enters  Carmarthenshire,  near  Ystrad  Florida,  and 
pursues  the  same  direction  through  a romantic 
valley  for  about  eight  miles  further,  to  Llan- 
dovery, where  the  mountains  recede  on  either  side, 
leaving,  in  the  interval,  a rich  and  beautiful  valley 
of  considerable  width,  through  which  the  Towy 
winds,  gradually  assuming  a more  majestic 
character.  After  a further  course  of  about 
twenty-seven  miles,  it  reaches  the  metropolis  of 
the  county. 

This  river  is  celebrated  throughout  Wales  for 
the  flavour  and  quantity  of  its  fish,  consisting  of 
salmon,  sewin,  trout,  lampreys,  eels,  &c. 

The  tributaries  of  the  Towy  are — the  Gwilli, 
which  joins  it  at  Abergwilly,  and  the  Cothy, 
which,  rising  at  Cwm  Cothy,  near  the  borders  of 
Cardiganshire,  falls  into  the  Towy  above  the 
mouth  of  the  Gwilli,  after  a course  of  about 
twenty-four  miles  ; the  Bran,  near  Llandovery  ; 
the  Swaddy  (descending  from  the  small  lake  at 
the  northern  extremity  of  the  Carmarthenshire 
Beacon),  near  Llangatock ; and  the  Cynnen,  to  the 
south  of  Llandilo. — Sewin,  salmon,  trout,  and  eels. 

The  T.G',  or  Tave, 

Springs  from  the  Llanvyonach  Mountains,  in 
Pembrokeshire,  and  having  formed  for  a short 
distance  the  boundary  between  that  county  and 
Carmarthenshire,  flows  to  St.  Clears,  wdiere  it 
receives  the  Cowyn.  The  Taf  receives  the  small 
rivers  Morlais  and  Cathgenni,  with  many  con- 
siderable brooks. — This  is  a fine  river,  containing 
salmon,  sewin,  &c. 

The  Loughor 

Springs  in  a copious  stream  from  a rock  called 
the  “ Eye  of  Loughor,”  iu  the  parish  of  Llandilo 
Vawr.  Near  its  source  it  forms  a fine  cascade, 
precipitating  itself  over  a ledge  of  limestone  rocks 
eighteen  feet  in  height ; and  after  a course  of  about 
eighteen  miles,  in  which  it  receives  the  Ammon,  a 
stream  larger  than  itself,  andseveral  smaller  rivers, 
falls  into  the  creek  of  Loughor,  Glamorganshire. 

( To  he  continued.) 


The  Fly  Fishers’  Club.  — We  have  much 
pliasure  in  stating  that  Mr.  W.  Q.  Orchardson, 
R A.,  D.C.L.,  has  consented  to  preside  at  the 
annual  dinner  of  the  Fly  Fishers’  Club,  which 
has  been  fixed  for  Wednesday,  Dec.  6,  in  the 
Venetian  Chamber  of  the  Holborn  Restaurant. 
An  excellent  musical  entertainment  is  being 
arranged  for. 
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By  Mac. 

A I’lUKNK  who  wishes  to  get  hints  about  prawn 
fishing  writes  me:  “You  might  put  a para- 
graph into  the  Gazette  with  a view  to  get  up  a 
correspondence  on  the  subject  of  fishing  the 
prawn  for  salmon.  I rather  like  to  tickle  the 
I fancy  of  the  old  salmon  with  the  prawn,  and 
I though  I have  never  got  instructions  in  the  art, 

I I yet  have  been  pretty  successful.  However,  my 
desire  is  to  get  further  real  light ; and  as  I know 
there  are  many  perfect  ‘ demons  ’ with  the 
: prawn,  I have  a desire  to  draw  them  to  disclose 

somewhat  of  their  method.  Some  of  the  points 
I wish  to  know  are  : — Is  it  any  use  fishing  abso- 
lutely still  water  with  prawn  P If  so,  what  is 
the  most  paying  way  of  doing  it  ? Is  fishing  with 
the  Malloch  reel,  throwing  straight  across,  and 
then  winding  in  steadily  but  not  very  fast,  a good 
style  of  fishing  the  prawn  in  water  suitable  for 
: it?  Should  the  prawn  be  so  weighted  as  to 

just  tip,  tip,  tip  the  bottom  all  the  way  round? 

. Where  there  is  a very  rough  bottom  to  streamy 
' water,  how  should  the  prawn  be  fished  to 
, keep  it  from  fastening  up  ? During  the  different 
^ seasons,  under  what  conditions  do  large,  and 
I under  what  conditions  do  small,  prawns  answer 
! best?  Are  there  styles  and  methods  of  working 
the  prawn  by  moving  the  line  with  the  hand 
I more  nailing  than  winding  in  with  the  Malloch  P 
I Where  the  water  is  broad,  or  comparatively  so, 
and  the  bed  level  or  fairly  clear  of  catch-ups,  is 
1 it  the  best  plan  to  cast  straight  across,  or  does  it 
( answer  better  to  cast  a little  higher  up  or  lower 
dowm,  assuming,  of  course,  that  the  prawn  is 
weighted  aright  for  the  current  and  depth  ? Is 
the  weighting  of  it  with  lead  wire  the  best  plan 
of  weighting  ? and  should  the  weighitng  be  at 
two  or  three  places  on  the  trace  or  at  only  one  ? 
If  more  than  one  weighting  is  best,  how  near, 

' roughly  speaking,  for  general  circumstances 
should  the  nearest  weighting  be  to  the  prawn? 
Many  say  prawn  does  best  in  bright  weather  and 
I frosty  weather ; is  there  anything  in  this  ? Is 
prawn  very  killing  just  when  the  river  begins  to 
rise  ? ” 


The  rod  season  on  the  Annan  terminates  on 
Wednesday  next.  As  elsewhere,  pretty  generally, 
the  show  of  fish  in  the  river  has  proved  rather 
poor  ; and  anglers  have  been  not  a little  disap- 
pointed with  the  sport,  which  at  no  time  during 
the  autumn  has  shown  up  very  well.  Most  of 
the  local  anglers  are  thoroughly  convinced  that 
the  stock  of  fish  is  gradually  diminishing,  and 
the  general  opinion  amongst  them  is,  that  this  is 
mainly  due  to  the  terrible  severity  of  the  netting, 
which  in  every  conceivable  way,  and  for  so  many 
long  years,  has  been  carried  on  in  the  Sohvay 
Firth. 


Mr.  Keith  Knowles,  of  the  Panmure  Arms 
Hotel,  Edzell,  by  Brechin,  Forfarshire,  writes : 
“ I have  1500  acres  of  shooting  in  connection  with 
my  hotel,  and  I am  looking  out  to  see  if  I cannot 
get  more  before  long.  My  winter  terms  to  sports- 
men I have  fixed  at  7s.  6d.  per  day,  which  covers 
board,  rooms,  and  attendance,  with  the  shooting 
added.  The  ground  has  not  been  shot  over  since 
the  middle  of  last  month,  when  the  sport  was 
averaging  five  to  six  brace  partridges  and  two  to 
three  pheasants  and  some  hares  to  the  gun  per 
day.  Sportsmen  can  have  some  ferreting  if  they 
care  for  that.  My  keeper  has  a good  working  dog 
for  the  game.  Owing  to  the  low  state  of  the 
water  and  the  salmon  not  getting  forward,  the 
angling  turned  out  not  at  all  satisfactory  on  my 
fishery  of  the  North  Esk  during  the  past  autrrmn 
season.  My  guests  only  got  ten  fish  in  all,  the 
heaviest  one  of  which  weighed  301b.” 

Last  week  a large  and  representative  meeting 
of  Edinburgh  anglers  was  held  in  Buchanan’s 
Hotel  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  various 
matters  affecting  their  interests — that  is,  their 
piscatorial  interests.  The  institution  of  a 
hatchery  near  Edinburgh  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
plying both  the  whole  of  the  Water  of  Leith  and 
also  the  ponds  and  lochs  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  city  was  strongly  advocated.  It  likewise  was 
suggested  that  the  Town  Council  should  be  recom- 
mended in  taking  over  any  new  ponds  for  the 
city  to  establish  if  possible  the  right  of  the  public 


of  Edinburgh  and  the  county,  without  a reserva- 
tion such  as  at  present  existed,  to  fish  the  waters. 
It  is  understood  that  a larger  and  even  more 
representative  meeting  of  anglers  is  intended  to 
be  held  soon,  when  the  matters  referred  to,  and 
others  of  importance,  will  be  fully  entered  into,  and 
probably  some  definite  action  taken  there  anent. 


Last  week  in  the  First  Division  of  the  Court  of 
Session,  Edinburgh,  counsel  opened  and  finished 
the  debate  on  a reclaiming  note  by  the  defender 
in  the  Spey  fishing  case,  which  was  an  action  of 
declarator  and  interdict  by  Mrs.  Marjory  Alex- 
andra Kinloch  Grant,  proprietrix  of  Arndilly, 
Aikenway,  and  others,  in  the  counties  of  Banff  and 
Elgin,  against  John  Henry,  exciseman,  Craigel- 
lachie.  The  pursurer  asks  declarator  (1)  of 
her  right  to  prevent  the  defender  entering 
upon  the  bed  of  the  River  Spey,  lying 
between  the  banks  of  her  lands  and  the  medium 
filum  Jluminis  in  its  course  opposite  her  lands ; 
(2)  that  the  pursuer  has  the  sole  and  exclusive 
right  of  fishing,  except  for  salmon,  in  that  part 
of  the  river;  and  (3)  that  the  defender  has  no 
right  to  fish  the  river  ex  adverse  of  the  Arndilly 
and  Aikenway  estates.  Interdict  is  also  craved 
against  the  defender  fishing  in  that  part  of  the 
river.  In  the  Outer  House,  Lord  Kyllachy 
repelled  the  defences,  and  gave  decree  with 
expenses.  The  judgment  of  the  Lords  of  the 
First  Division  has  not  yet  been  intimated. 

Speaking  of  the  past  autumn  angling  season, 
a Tayside  friend  says:  “We  had  simply  a 

miserable  state  of  affairs  here.  Water  altogether 
wrong,  from  being  so  wretchedly  low,  until  near 
the  last  fortnight.  Never  have  I known  of  such  an 
utterly  disappointing  autumn  fishing  on  Tay. 
About  ten  days’  good  fishing  was  all  that  was 
had,  and  no  more,  worth  being  called  sport,  on 
any  of  the  beats ; and  but  precious  few  of  them 
fished  well,  even  for  that  short  space  of  time. 
Yet,  despite  this  fact,  I have  seen  it  stated  in  the 
press  that  the  season  was  quite  an  average  one. 
This  is  a downright  misrepresentation  of  the 
facts — not  merely  a throwing  of  the  hammer, 
but  a throwing  of  it  a deuced  sight  too  far.  It 
may  suit  some — as  apparently  they  think  it 
does — to  crack  up  their  waters,  but  to  crack 
them  up  to  an  extent  far  beyond  what  the  facts 
bear  out  will  not,  I can  tell  them,  be  so  much  to 
their  own  best  interest  in  the  long  run  as  they 
seem  to  think.  The  season  should  have  been 
acknowledged  a failure ; the  fisheries  cannot 
suffer  in  their  reputation  when  there  is  no  water 
to  take  fish  forward  to  them.  Anglers  of  expe- 
rience can  bear  with  a bad  season,  and  put  it  down 
to  the  right  cause  or  causes,  but  they  cannot  bear 
to  hear  of  puffs  of  sport  never  obtained  on  waters 
fished  by  them.  Let  us  hope  that  next  autumn 
will  be  so  good  as  to  fully  make  up  to  the  rods  for 
the  poverty  of  the  past  one.” 


Mr.  Davip  Murray,  tackle  maker,  Brechin, 
writes:  “The  angling  season  on  the  North  and 
South  Esks  is  once  more  at  an  end,  and  a most 
disappointing  one  it  has  been  both  for  trout  and 
salmon.  May,  June,  July,  and  August,  the  four 
best  months  in  the  season  for  trout,  passed,  and 
the  streams  during  the  whole  time  were  so  low 
that  good  sport  was  out  of  the  question.  Baskets 
weighing  as  high  as  201b.  ard  over  of  trout  were 
got  by  members  of  the  City  of  Brechin  Angling 
Club,  but  these  takes,  although  seemingly  very 
large,  are  nothing  extraordinary  when  it  is  taken 
into  account  the  many  hours  required  in  their 
capture,  longer  far  than  any  sportsman  would 
fish  for  amusement.  Besides,  these  heavy  creels 
were  almost  without  exception  taken  with  worm 
in  the  hill  burns,  where  the  trout  are  half  starved, 
and  little  skill  is  required  in  their  ca2iture.” 

“Finnock  have  been  pretty  numerous,  but 
large  takes  have  been  the  exce^ition,  owing  to  the 
rivers  being  seldom  in  proper  trim.  A good  many 
sea-trout  were  got,  particularly  in  the  West 
Water.  In  the  South  Esk,  during  a small  flood,  a 
great  many  sea-trout  ascended,  and  a large  pro- 
portion of  them  were  to  be  seen  for  weeks  be- 
tween the  Brechin  Dam  Dykes,  but  no  sport  was 
got  with  them,  owing  to  the  rapidity  with  which 
the  river  fell  in  volume.  A good  many  large 
trout  were  captured  in  the  North  Esk,  most  of 
them  falling  victims  to  the  natural  minnow  or 
par  tail.” 


“The  salmon  fishing  on  both  North  Msk  and 
South  Esk  has  been,  generally  speaking,  a total 
failure.  The  chief  cause  of  this  stale  of  matters 
w'as  the  want  of  water,  which  jirevcnted  the  fish 
getting  past  the  many  obstructions,  which  are 
the  disgrace  of  both  rivers.  In  the  South  Esk 
anglers  in  the  low  beats  of  the  water  have  had 
success — I can’t  say  sport — at  the  expense  of  the 
upper  proprietors,  and  I hear  that  great  dissatis- 
faction has  been  expressed  in  consequence.  In 
the  North  Esk  the  same  holds  good,  and  the 
Craigo  Dyke  has  come  in  for  a share  of  the  bad 
words  which  have  been  uttered  about  dam 
dykes  in  general,  and  I must  confess  nob  without 
good  cause.”  


“ It  is  at  last  evident  to  all  that  if  salmon  fish- 
ing is  not  to  be  a thing  of  the  past  in  these  fine 
rivers,  those  interested  must  raise  their  voices 
and  have  the  whole  matter  thoroughly  investi- 
gated by  experts,  when  I am  certain  a great  deal 
could  be  done  to  improve  the  fishing  without 
hurting  any  industry,  which,  of  course,  must 
always  be  kept  in  view.  It  must  be  stated  at  the 
same  time  that  salmon  have  been  scarce  compared 
with  former  years,  especially  in  the  North  Esk, 
and  grilse  have  been  conspicuous  by  their 
absence.” 


It  would  be  interesting  to  go  into  the  subject 
to  find  or  speculate  as  to  the  cause  of  the  scarcity 
of  fish,  but  this  is  a large  field  and  one  on  which 
I will  not  enter  at  present.  There  is  little  use 
grumbling,  so  I will  just  close  with  the  old  motto, 
and  it  has  a healthy  tone  about  it,  “ Bum  spiro 
spero.”  

In  the  tributaries  and  far  up  several  of  the 
rivers  of  Sutherland  and  Oaithness-shires  the 
spawning  of  trout  has  been  going  on  for  some 
time  past.  Salmon  and  grilse,  also  in  the  same 
waters,  have  now  begun  to  get  on  to  the  redds. 
The  former  are,  for  the  most  part,  fish  of  the 
runs  that  took  place  in  spring  and  before  mid- 
summer, and  are  mostly  all  of  small  size,  being 
chiefly  of  weights  from  71b.  to  121b.  In  one  or 
two  waters  there  is  a good  show  of  them,  con- 
sidered to  be  quite  an  average  ; but  for  the  whole 
range,  to  judge  from  appearances,  and  taking 
into  account  that  the  spring  run  was  of  no  great 
strength  and  of  short  duration,  while  the  grilse 
crop  was  very  short,  and  the  run  of  them  in  the 
rivers  extremely  poor,  the  idea  is  prevalent  that 
the  spawners  will  be  rather  “ thinly  sown.” 
This  does  not  look  bright  for  the  future  up-keep 
of  the  salmon  stock  in  the  crack  early  angling 
rivers ' of  the  “far  north,”  which  are  so  well 
nursed  and  judiciously  used;  but  still,  however 
that  may  be,  the  stock  of  spawners,  although 
perhaps  smaller  than  usual,  will  be  ample,  and 
the  fisheries  will  not  suffer  in  the  future  if  the 
spawning  time  proves  a good  one,  and  no  de- 
struction to  speak  of  of  ova  result  from  frost 
and  floods. 


The  Callander  Hydropathic  Establishment, 
Callander,  Perthshire,  a house  much  frequented 
by  tourists  and  anglers,  was  on  Tuesday  com- 
pletely destroyed  by  fire. 


Angler.?  are  now  out  in  desperately  strong 
force  on  the  Annan,  determined  to  work  uji 
to  every  inch  of  their  time  and  power  to  snatch 
from  the  season  the  best  obtainable  results 
before  the  close,  which  comes  about  a few  days 
hence. 


The  great  amount  of  prawn,  worm,  and  bait 
fishing — under  which  must  be  included  gudgeon, 
minnow,  and  eel-tail — which  was  found  to  be 
resorted  to  during  the  past  autumn,  must  supply 
the  answer,  which  several  parties  ask,  for  the 
fish  not  having  risen  freely  to  the  fly  on  the 
Deveron.  The  water,  it  is  true,  was  rather  un- 
settled, but  in  previous  years,  prior  to  the 
prevalence  of  si^inning  and  baiting  for  salmon, 
the  fly,  even  with  the  water  fluctuating  as  much,  if 
not  more,  always  was  found  to  do  remarkably  well. 

The  great  Dundonachie  has  slipped  cable  at 
last.  By  this  title  was  best  known  Alexander 
Robertson  as  scion  of  the  clan  Robertson.  He 
was  a man  of  wonderful  physique,  and  mentally 
he  was  sharp  as  a needle.  But,  as  the  Scotch  say, 
he  had  a bee  in  his  bonnet,  and  this  latterly  led 
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him  to  be  confined  in  a Lnnatic  Asylum.  Dun- 
donachie  at  one  time  was  in  business  in  Dunkeld, 
where  be  came  into  notoriety  through  his  uncom- 
promising opposition  to  the  Duke  of  Athole  in 
connection  with  the  Dunkeld  Bridge.  In  this 
connection  his  conduct  was  a notorious  character ; 
but  it  stamped  him  in  the  eyes  of  a great  part  of 
the  clan  as  quite  a hero.  The  other  day,  when 
his  funeral  cortege  passed  through  Dunkeld,  all 
the  shops  were  shut  and  the  blinds  drawn  down 
out  of  respect  for  one  who  once  was  the  great 
worthy  of  the  ])lace,  and  had  a considerable  fol- 
lowing of  the  Robertson  clan. 

Tuk  Tweed  is  not  doing  at  all  well,  and  it  is  now 
absolutely  certain  that  the  season  is  to  be  a 
waster.  The  weather  generally  has  got  too  awful 
and  the  water,  not  right  even  yet,  was  too  long  in 
getting  a size  to  draw  the  fish  well  and  con- 
tinuously. Half  so  good  a stock  as  there  was 
last  year  is  not  supposed  to  be  in  the  river,  and 
certainly  not  a fourth  of  last  year’s  back-end 
take  of  fish  can  yet  have  fallen  to  the  rod.  Big 
takes  to  one  rod  in  a day  have  l)een  few,  the  prin- 
cipal up  to  last  week  being  sis.  So  far  as  I have 
learned,  a 40-pounder  is  the  heaviest  that  has  fallen 
to  the  rod  up  to  the  time  of  writing  this  note. 

The  stocking  of  the  Deeside  Hatchery  with  ova 
taken  from  salmon  and  grilse  in  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Dee  and  that  river’s  mountain  tributaries, 
has  been  going  on  for  some  time  past,  and  it  is 
sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  a gratifying  hatch-out 
will  result. 


ON  WELSH  HILLS. 


“ Ttiere  is  no  kind  of  achievement  a man  can 
make  in  this  world  that  is  equal  to  perfect 
health.”  So  said  Carlyle  on  a famous  occasion 
to  the  Edinburgh  students,  and  so  I felt  towards 
midsummer  of  this  year.  A period  of  somewhat 
harder  work  than  usual  had  shown  me  that  I 
was  not  quite  equal  to  so  much  as  I had  thought, 
and  had  set  me  longing  for  a holiday.  I had  a 
sort  of  conviction  that  a bit  of  fishing  would 
((uickly  set  me  up  again.  To  decide  where  to 
go  rather  puzzled  us — for  I had  a wife  to  think 
of  as  well  as  myself.  (She  wanted  the  sea,  and  so 
did  I too,  if  that  and  some  trout  fishing  could  be 
had  at  the  same  place.  Eventually  we  fixed  on 
a small  village — V riog  by  name — situate  “ on 
the  western  wave,”  not  far  from  Barmouth. 
Those  who  know  Barmouth  and  its  magnificent 
surroundings,  will  know  that  this  is  equivalent 
to  saying  that  we  were  within  easy  distance  of 
some  of  the  fairest  scenery  in  Wales. 

The  place  decided  upon,  tackle  had  to  be  made 
ready.  Does  any  fisherman  need  to  be  told  of 
the  pleasure  of  preparing  for  a fishing  holiday  f 
If  he  has  not  himself  felt  it,  I fear  he  can  be 
no  true  fisher.  I have  heard  it  said — you  may 
have  heard  the  same  thing,  Mr.  Editor — that  the 
pleasures  of  fishing  are  enjoyed  chiefly  in  antici- 
pation. Well,  even  granting  this,  we  have  them, 
and  sweet  they  are.  Louis  Stevenson  some- 
where observes  that  an  aspiration  is  a joy  for 
ever.  How  joyful  then  is  the  fishers’  lot,  for 
that  we  ever  as]jire  to  catch  fish  even  scotfers 
will  grant — indeed  it  is  that  we  do  this  and  little 
more  (as  they  most  ignorantly  assert)  that  they 
chiefly  rally  us  upon. 

The  cottage  at  which  we  took  up  our  quarters 
was  ideally  situated.  In  front  rolled  the  blue 
waters  of  Cardigan  Bay,  and  immediately  behind 
rose  the  mighty  hills,  constantly  calling  one  to 
climb.  The  streams,  of  which  there  were  several, 
teemed  with  fish.  These,  however,  ran  small ; a 
half-pounder  was  considered  a giant.  On  the 
lowlands,  near  the  sea,  where  the  water  was 
deeper,  bigger  ones  were  to  be  found.  For  all 
that,  I preferred  the  mountain  side,  and  though 
1 had  to  return  many  small  trout,  I managed 
in  an  hour  or  two  to  secure  about  a dozen  fit  for 
the  pan.  And  what  tasty  delicacies  they  were  ! 
Our  good  landlady  cooked  them  capitally,  and 
the  ladies  of  our  party  declared  that  as  a break- 
fast dish  they  were  perfection.  The  fishing,  I 
should  say,  was  quite  free.  For  a rod,  one  of 
Hardy’s  small  Hotspurs  is  just  the  thing.  As  the 
streams  are  very  small,  a large  rod  is  not 
wanted  and  is  only  a ti’ouble  when  climbing. 
The  fish  rise  well  wherever  a fly  can  be  got  on 
the  water.  There  are  many  places  where  this 
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cannot  be  done — at  any  rate,  not  by  a novice 
like  myself — and  one  has  to  fall  back  on 
worms  and  maggots.  At  Arthog,  three  miles 
from  Vriog,  there  are  some  lakes  and  streams 
preserved  by  the  proprietor  of  the  Arthog  Hall 
Hotel.  A small  charge  is  made  for  the  fishing.  1 
am  told  there  are  some  very  fair  fish.  I did  not 
try  the  place,  the  nearer  streams  providing  me 
with  enough  sport. 

It  is  beyond  me  altogether  to  give  any  adequate 
ideaof  the  beautiful  scenery  tobemet  within  climb- 
ing these  streams — scenery  often  quite  missed  by 
the  ordinary  tourist.  Almost  every  bend  of  the 
stream  will  reveal  some  new  beauty.  Sometimes, 
all  unexpectedly,  one  is  led  to  secluded  little  up- 
land valleys,  where  it  seems  imjDOssible  that  the 
world  and  its  troubles  could  ever  intrude;  at 
others  through  rocky  passes  so  frowning  and 
sombre  as  to  make  one  feel  lonesome  in  them 
even  at  midday.  In  one  place  the  stream  ripples 
quietly  over  its  rocky  bed ; in  another  it  dashes 
down  the  mountain  side  in  a series  of  picturesque 
falls,  and  with  a roar  that  is  almost  deafening. 

For  the  first  mile  and  a half  or  two  miles  up 
from  Vriog  the  mountain  side  is  wooded  in 
places,  and  occasional  farmhouses  are  to  be  found. 
Beyond  that,  one  comes  out  on  the  bare  mountain 
side.  Oh,  the  keen  joy  to  a countryman  who  for 
twelve  months  has  been  shut  up  in  a town  of  a 
day  here!  It  is  like  a home-going.  To  enjoy  it 
fully  one  must  be  alone,  or  with  a wholly  sym- 
pathetic companion.  The  tranquilising  influence 
of  it  cannot  be  expressed.  On  all  who  have  had 
one  such  day  of  pure  pleasure  among  the  ever- 
lasting hills  it  must  leave  indelible  traces.  For 
all  the  future  they  must  carry  about  with  them 
a sort  of  heart-hunger  to  renew  the  blessed 
experience.  Ever  when  west  winds  blow  softly 
and  days  are  balmy,  the  old  desire  is  stirred,  and 
they  long  to  be  up  and  away.  I was  only  able  to 
get  one  day  among  the  hills  this  year.  I shall 
never  forget  it.  The  vast  distances  ; the  ample 
valleys ; the  grand  sweep  of  the  hills  ; the  grey 
weather-beaten  sheep,  startled  to  see  anything  so 
unusual  as  a man  up  there ; the  shrill  shriek  of 
the  wind  through  some  of  the  narrow  mountain 
gaps;  the  charming  glimpses  of  the  distant  sea; 
these  things  are  a sweet  memory — an  abiding  joy. 

And  then,  after  a day  of  sober,  heart-satisfying 
happiness,  to  come  down  in  the  evening,  to 
pass  through  the  (juiet  valleys  as  the  shadows 
begin  to  lengthen,  to  find  a cosy  room,  a good 
supper,  and  cheerful  company  awaiting  one,  and 
before  finally  seeking  the  well-earned  bed,  to 
have  a spell  at  a favourite  book — is  not  this  a fit 
finish  to  a perfect  day  ? 

I intended  to  say  more  about  the  fishing  itself. 
Big  baskets  I did  not  get,  but  happy  times  I 
always  had,  and  as  for  my  health,  well,  I felt  a 
different  man  in  a day  or  two.  Almost  of  me, 
as  of  Malcolm  (Irteme,  it  might  have  been  said  : 

Eight  uji  Ben  Lomond  could  he  press. 

And  not  a sob  his  toil  confess. 

I am  more  convinced  than  ever  that  for  brain 
workers  no  sport  in  the  world  can  equal  fishing. 
It  gives  a man  just  enough  to  do  and  think  of, 
and  not  too  much  of  either.  Hopefully  he  starts 
out  in  the  morning ; satisfied,  serene,  and  happy 
he  returns  at  night.  And  this  whether  he  has 
taken  fish  or  not,  for  to  true  fishers  may  be 
applied  what  Mr.  Stevenson  says  so  finely  of 
walkers — they  who  are  indeed  of  the  brotheriiood 
do  no  voyage  in  quest  of  fish  only,  but  of  certain 
jolly  humours,  of  the  hope  and  spirit  with 
which  the  work  begins  in  the  morning,  and  the 
peace  and  spiritual  repletion  of  the  evening’s  rest. 

Two  friends,  both  “ brothers  of  the  angle  ” 
and  lovers  of  the  “ great  green  earth,”  came 
down  to  spend  a few  days  with  me.  Heedless  to 
say  they  were  delighted  with  the  place.  We  are 
all  now  looking  forward  to  the  time  when  we  can 
again  meet  on  those  wild  hillsides  and  climb 
those  loved  streams.  If  any  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  should  also  be  led  there,  it  is  safe 
to  say  they  will  never  regret  it.  J.  K. 


Many  an  angler  will  hear  with  regret  of  the 
very  serious  illness  of  Mr.  H.  Taman,  treasurer 
of  the  London  and  South-Western  Railway  Com- 
pany. He  was  for  many  years  a prominent  and 
much  respected  member  of  the  Richmond  Pisca- 
torial Society.  The  last  time  we  met  him  was  at 
Mr.  Philip  (leen’s  house  at  Richmond,  when  Mr. 
Geen  had  some  splendid  Scotch  salmon  to  show  us. 


H 
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ANGLINH  AT  GREAT  PAXTON. 


By  Old  Hand. 

Gke.yt  Paxton  is  a village  and  parish,  situated 
on  the  main  road  to  Godmanchester  and  Hunt-  |- 
ingdon,  three  miles  north  from  St.  Neots  and  j 
two  and  a quarter  miles  south  of  Offord,  on  the  ' 
main  line  of  the  Great  Northern  Railway.  To  get  • 
to  Great  Paxton  one  must  go  to  Olford ; the  fare  by  || 
privilege  ticket  is  5s.  lOd  ; the  early  down  trains 
to  which,  from  King’s  Cross,  are  5 25  a.m.,  7.45  | 
a.m.,  10.35  a.m. ; and  the  last  train  up  is  7.8  for  ; 
November.  On  Sundays  there  is  only  one  train  li 
down  at  8.30  a.m.,  up,  5.46  p.m.  On  arriving  at  i 
Offord,  one  can  either  be  taken  back  to  Great  | 
Paxton  by  a conveyance  specially  sent  by  Mr.  ! 
Duoker  to  meet  the  angler  who  is  going  to  stay  i 
at  his  house,  or  walk.  :■ 

Fare  2s.  from  St.  Neots,  and  Is.  6d.  from  : 
Offord.  Letters  addressed  to  Mr.  W.  Ducker,  i 
Great  Paxton,  Hunts,  will  receive  attention,  i 
and  his  charge  is  7s.  a day  for  lodging,  board, 
and  use  of  a boat.  Live  baits  for  jack  9d.  per 
dozen.  If  the  angler  prefers  to  walk,  he  must 
pass  through  the  little  primitive  churchyard  over 
the  line,  follow  the  footpath  across  the  fields, 
past  the  smithy  under  the  elms,  through  Olford 
Cluny  and  Offord  D’Arcy,  two  remarkably  old- 
world,  old-fashioned,  straggling,  yet  clean-look- 
ing villages,  into  the  high  road  running  between 
St.  Neots  and  Huntingdon,  and  so  on  through  an 
open,  pleasant,  hilly  country,  a distance  of  two 
and  a quarter  miles  to  Great  Paxton — so  called, 

I imagine  (for  it  is  only  a small  village),  in  contra- 
distinction to  Little  Paxton,  about  a quarter  of  a 
mile  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  exactly  opposite 
Wray  House  Island  and  the  picturesque  Wray 
House  Ferry.  The  visitor  to  Great  Paxton  can 
obtain  a capital  view  of  this  charming  locality 
(easily  descry  Wray  House  and  Little  Paxton, 
through  the  clumps  of  pollard  willows,  across 
the  river  from  the  train),  and  from  this  point  | 
to  St.  Neots  staunch  up,  and  to  the  end  of 
Mr.  Cartwell’s  farm  down  stream,  Mr.  Ducker 
has  permission  to  allow  visitors  staying  at 
his  house  to  fish  in  the  entire  length  of  this 
splendid  fishery,  a distance  of  three  miles;  the 
reach  being  one  of  the  best  in  the  river,  with 
the  most  varied  swims  for  either  boat  or  bank 
fishing  (including  at  least  two  or  three  magnifi- 
cent eddies),  many  of  which  are  for  the  most  part 
free  from  weeds,  with  a clean,  hard,  gravelly  or 
rocky  bottom,  and  containing  as  good  specimen- 
fish  as  any  to  be  found  in  the  river,  is  compara- 
tively little  fished,  and  fine  pike,  perch,  bream, 
chub,  and  roach  more  or  less  abound,  and  have  been 
caught  from  time  to  time  by  well  known  London 
and  other  anglers,  including  Mr.  Ducker,  but  more 
of  this  anon. 

For  some  distance  running  parallel  with  the 
railway  and  the  river  is  a remarkable  slope, 
miniature  down,  or  elevation,  called  Paxton  Hill — 
remarkable,  from  the  simple  fact  that  it  is  (unless 
I am  wrongly  informed)  the  highest,  and  probably 
the  most  extensive,  eminence  in  the  county ; whilst 
a short  distance  up  the  river  is  a long  row  of  fine 
aspens,  extending  in  an  unbroken  line  on  the  brink 
of  the  stream,  past  the  little  creek  at  “ perch 
corner  ” (a  tiny  promontory  formed  by  the  creek 
and  river),  their  large,  broad,  rich  golden  leaves 
fluttering  in  the  sun,  or  torn  off  by  a sudden  gust 
and  falling  in  showers  to  the  ground  ; whilst  in  the 
distance  Paxton  Wood,  and  the  copses  around  it, 
literally  glowed  in  all  the  autumnal  splendours  of  a 
glorious  (October  day. 

Notable  Sivims. — At  the  upper  end,  and  just 
beyond  the  old  willowy,  rushy  island,  there 
IS  a capital  roach  swim,  on  the  Little  Paxton 
or  west  side  looking  down  towards  the  osier 
bed,  and  good  chub  are  often  taken  at  this 
spot  under  the  thick  overhanging  willows  of 
the  island.  I could  never  quite  understand  why 
chub  thrived  and  grew  to  such  an  enormous 
size  in  this  river,  for  I was  always  under 
the  impression  that  it  was  very  muddy,  but  it 
would  appear  that  where  these  fish  abound  the 
bottom  is  clear,  clean,  gravelly,  and  often  hard, 
so  hard,  in  fact,  and  free  from  mud  and  weeds,  that 
it  is  impossible  to  make  the  slightest  impression 
upon  it  with  a ryepeck.  In  such  a slow  stream  I 
should  not  take  the  trouble.  I should  simply  use 
a wmight  and  a piece  of  clothes-line.  It  does  not 
kick  up  a quarter  of  the  row  that  a chain  does,  is 
little  or  no  bother,  and  I know  one  Thames  angler 
at  all  events  (find  a good  one),  who  has  discarded 
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ryepecks  long  ago,  and  votes  them  an  intolerable 
nuisance. 

I must  say,  to  see  an  old,  slow,  rheuniatioy 
Thames  angler,  go  through  the  operation  of 
getting  one  of  these  poles  into  the  loose  gravelly 
bottom  of  a barbel  or  dace  swim,  to  his  entire 
satisfaction,  swaying  the  punt  to  and  fro;  anon 
grunting  and  groaning  in  the  most  pronounced 
manner,  gives  mo  the  hump,  and  he  would  most 
certainly  have  to  adopt  a different  method, 
whether  he  liked  it  or  not,  in  many  portions  of 
the  Ouse. 

But  there!  one  might  just  as  well  request  a 
north-east  wind  to  blow  mild  and  balmy,  as 
attempt  to  alter  his  opinion  in  the  slightest 
degree.  To  resume.  In  the  roach  swim  men- 
tioned above,  last  season  Mr.  Ducker  caught 
many  fine  rudd  with  the  brandling,  near  the  edge 
of  the  current  on  the  island  side,  not  more  than 
two  or  three  yards  from  his  boat;  but  from  what 
lean  gather,  this  is  quite  exceptional,  and  is  not 
by  any  means  the  usual  method  of  taking  rudd 
in  the  Ouse ; from  fifteen  to  twenty  yards  being 
more  like  the  distance.  On  the  other  hand,  Mr. 
Ducker  argues  that  if  the  angler  is  very  careful 
in  allowing  the  boat  to  glide  down  gently, 
securing  the  same  quickly,  and  sitting  perfectly 
quiet  and  still,  fish  take  little  notice  of  a boat, 
and  if  frightened  for  a short  time  they  soon 
return.  Pike  do  not  care,  that  is  certain.  I imagine 
these  particular  rudd  affected  this  swim,  probably 
came  there  straight  from  rinderneath  the  waving 
willow  withies,  just  below,  attracted  by  the 
ground-bait,  and  took  the  bait  a little  deeper  than 
usual,  the  fish  Mr.  Ducker  was  actually  angling 
for  being  roach,  with  the  boat  anchored  parallel 
with  the  stream,  but  I suppose  he  would  adopt 
different  tactics  in  an  Ouse  rudd  swim  pure  and 
simple,  where  the  fish  were  feeding  above  the 
weeds,  in  water  not  more  than  4ft.  in  depth  and 
singularly  clear. 

About  fifty  or  sixty  yards  above  the  island  is 
the  commencement  of  Mr  Mackrill’s  pool,  a 
splendid  reach  of  water  extending  to  nearly  200 
yards  up  stream,  and  containing  pike,  perch, 
roach,  and  bream  galore.  It  was  in  this  pool 
that  Mr.  Ducker  caught  his  141b.  pike, 
a strong,  handsome  fish,  as  can  be  easily  seen, 
with  wonderful  powerful  shoulders,  and  afforded 
grand  sport.  In  this  pool  Mr.  J.  Jefferies  also 
caught  his  24flb.  pike,  which  can  be  seen  at  the 
Falcon  Inn,  St.  Neots,  and  who  refused  an  offer 
of  £'5  for  the  fish  from  Dr.  Evans  of  the 
same  town.  I mention  these  facts  to  show  that, 
although  there  can  be  no  question  the  Ouse 
swarms  with  small  jack  (jack  that  constantly 
annoy  the  angler,  by  taking  under  the  float  with- 
out being  caught,  the  bite  often  ending  with  the 
loss  of  a few  scales  from  the  bait),  large  jack  are 
often  taken,  and  Mr.  Ducker  says  he  caught  200 
jack  one  season  in  a certain  pool,  and  he  hooked 
a perfect  monster,  which  actually  towed  his 
boat  along  for  some  distance,  but  eventually 
broke  his  line,  and  he  says  he  never  saw 
such  a pike  before,  and  probably  never  will 
again.  It  was  also  in  this  pool  that  Mr.  Ducker, 
in  company  with  Mr.  Mackrill,  a well-known 
successful  Thames  angler,  on  one  hot  July  day 
about  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  saw  the  most 
enormous  shoal  of  bream  he  ever  saw  in  his  life. 

They  were  standing  on  the  bank  by  the  bay- 
like curve,  just  above  the  so-called  “ Lagoon,”  a 
small  rush- fringed  pool,  close  to  and  connected 
with  the  river,  in  the  extreme  corner  of  the  field 
nearest  to  Great  Paxton,  when  the  shoal  (com- 
posed for  the  most  part  of  large  bream)  came 
floating  steadily  down  in  one  huge  compact  mass, 
and  for  a short  time  reached  for  a considerable 
distance  on  either  side  where  they  stood.  It  is 
just  possible  they  were  returning  from  the 
shallows  below  St.  Neots  staunch.  The  water 
was  literally  black  with  them,  tons  upon  tons; 
and,  so  far  as  I know,  they  cannot  escape  through 
the  above  mentioned  staunch  or  get  below  Offord, 
but  must  always  remain  in  this  portion  of  the 
Ouse.  I say  so  far  as  I know  ; even  if  they  could 
escape  through  the  staunch,  I opine  they  could 
not  possibly  get  past  St.  Neots  paper  mill,  which 
is  only  a short  distance  above  it.  On  another 
occasion  a large  number  of  bream  had  entered 
and  literally  choked  up  the  dyke-like  entrance 
to  a culvert,  opposite  the  fine  bed  of  reeds 
stretching  for  some  distance  along  the  river, 
about  three-quarters  of  a mile  below  the  ferry. 

(To  be  continued.) 


ANGLING  AT  HAMPTON  COURT 
AND  KINGSTON. 


Bv  Tempo. 

Coarse  fishing  on  the  Thames,  when  the  river 
is  in  lirst-class  order  and  the  weather  favourable, 
is  one  of  those  sports  which  the  participator  is 
ever  likely  to  remember.  Even  the  most  exacting 
angler  cannot  but  admit  that  it  is  brimful  of 
varied  charms  which  cast  over  him  a spell  of 
intense  happiness  and  satisfaction,  to  be  si:r- 
passed  only  by  trout  fishing  amidst  the  changeful 
and  picturesque  scenery  of  Dovedale,  or  in  the 
Highlands  amongst  the  salmon.  But  the  ordinary 
mortal  who  has  never  experienced  these  latter 
delights  has  much  to  feel  thankful  for  in  having 
close  at  hand  the  grandest  of  English  rivers  for 
good  all-round  coarse  fishing ; and  however  ex- 
citing and  exhilarating  trout  and  salmon  fishing 
may  be,  he  must  remember  that  a day’s  fishing  on 
the  Thames  is  by  no  means  to  be  despised.  In  fact, 
experience  teaches  the  reverse,  as  many  can  testify. 
J’he  fish  in  the  Thames  are  renowned  for  their 
sport-giving  c(ualities,  and  whether  fishing  for 
heavy  barbel  or  the  lithesome  silvery  dace,  the 
angler  can  invariably  rely  upon  being  thoroughly 
recompensed  for  any  trouble  or  expense  he  may 
have  undergone. 

In  the  lower  parts  of  the  Thames,  taking  the 
water  as  a whole,  it  cannot  be  asserted  that  bank 
angling  has  heen  very  successful  of  late,  though 
every  now  and  then  some  individual  more  favoured 
than  his  brother  angler  gets  a “ run  of  luck,”  and 
manages  to  basket  a prize  lot  of  fish.  But  these 
occurrences  are  somewhat  rare,  and  therefore 
those  whose  happiness  depends  upon  the  number 
of  fish  they  are  able  to  catch,  had  better  not  rely 
too  much  upon  their  own  resources,  unless 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  that  portion  of  the 
river  it  is  intended  to  fish,  but  should  procure 
the  aid  of  a professional  fisherman,  and  be  care- 
ful that  when  the  fish  are  on  the  feed  not  to  miss 
a ‘‘  knock,”  or  prick  a fish  and  loose  it. 

There  are,  it  is  estimated,  .o0,00i*  anglers  in 
London,  but  a large  proportion  of  these  only 
occasionally  fish  the  Thames,  and  when  they  do 
are  often  unsuccessful  in  consequence  of  their 
having  no  knowledge  of  the  various  swims.  As 
it  is  essential  to  success  that  the  best  localities  to 
fish  should  be  known,  a few  hints  as  to  their 
whereabouts  in  the  districts  of  Hampton  Court 
and  Kingston  may  be  found  of  much  advantage 
to  those  who  wish  to  go  there  fishing  without 
the  aid  of  a professional  fisherman. 

Hampton  Court  station  is  close  to  the  banks 
of  the  Thames,  and  is  only  fifteen  miles  from 
the  Metropolis.  On  arriving  at  the  river, 
Molesey  Weir  is  a little  to  the  left,  and  here 
nearly  all  classes  of  coarse  fish  are  to  be  caught. 
Barbel  and  jack  are  the  best  to  angle  for,  as  they 
are  plentiful,  and  occasionally  run  to  a good 
size. 

The  deepest  water  is  on  the  Middlesex  shore, 
and  cannot  he  well  fished  from  the  bank  as  the 
ground  is  “private”  on  that  side  of  the  river, 
but  a boat  can  easily  be  anchored  in  a good 
swim  without  much  fear  of  interruption  by 
passing  traSic.  The  backwater  contains  some 
good  jack,  but  fishing  below  the  weir  is  more 
likely  to  afford  good  sport.  Further  down 
stream  is  Molesey  Bridge,  though  it  is  often 
called  Hampton  Court  Bridge.  Immediately 
after  passing  through  it,  there  is  a good  roach 
swim,  and  when  the  fish  are  edging  up  to  the 
weir,  large  numbers  of  them  are  caught. 

The  professional  fishermen  are  located  on  the 
Surrey  side,  therefore,  if  a punt  is  engaged,  this 
swim  can  be  reached  within  two  minutes.  The 
other  advantage  to  be  gained  by  doing  this  is, 
that  if  the  fish  are  not  on  the  feed  there,  a move 
can  he  made  up  to  the  weir  or  down  stream  to 
the  Water  Gallery. 

At  the  latter  place  the  water  is  very  deep  and 
holds  some  good  barbel,  jack,  perch,  roach,  and 
dace.  A punt,  however,  is  not  absolutely  requi- 
site here,  though  of  course  it  is  very  useful  for 
passing  from  one  swim  to  another  if  necessary. 
Just  below  the  gardens  of  Hampton  Court 
Palace  a stone  pavement  has  been  laid,  where 
the  angler  can  sit  and  fish  with  ease  and  com- 
fort. The  swim  is  well  known ; it  has  been 
much  frequented  of  late  ; and  during  the  winter 
months  of  last  year  was  well  patronised.  A few 
yards  down  stream  on  the  opposite  shore  there 


is  a good  roach  swim.  The  fish  appear  to  be 
attracted  there  by  a stronger  current,  which  is 
caused  by  a river  joining  the  Thames  at  this 
point,  and  the  bottom  being  gravelly,  it  is  in 
every  way  a suitable  swim  for  these  fish. 

Thames  Litton  is  seriuestored  and  pretty,  and 
a very  favourite  resort  for  anglers.  There  is  an 
island  w'hich  has  been  separated  in  the  centre  by 
the  action  of  the  river.  On  the  channel  side, 
roach,  dace,  and  jack  are  plentiful,  and  o cision- 
ally  chub  may  be  had.  At  the  lower  end  of  the 
island  on  the  Litton  side,  there  is  a barbel  ho’o 
from  which  many  of  those  fish  have  been  taken. 
Battery,  the  professional  fisher'man,  with  a 
patron,  a short  time  ago  took  thirty-four  in  one 
day. 

Roach  are  also  caught  on  the  shallows  a little 
below  in  the  bend  of  the  river.  Off  Long  Ditton 
Waterworks,  opposite  the  last  grating  (down 
stream),  bream  of  4.jlb.  and  olb.  have  been  taken. 
Bream  fishing  is,  of  course,  very  precarious  on 
the  Thames,  and  days  pass  together  without  their 
coming  on  the  feed  in  anything  like  first-class 
form,  but  if  one  is  fortunate  enough  to  be  amongst 
them  when  they  are  hungry  then  a fair  bag  of  fish 
will  be  certain.  Surbiton  sewer  is  the  next  place 
of  interest,  not  of  course  to  an  ordinary  person, 
but  to  the  angler  it  has  a charm,  for  excellent 
sport  is  to  be  obtained  there.  The  sewage  is 
now  stopped  or  supposed  to  be,  but  sand  washes 
into  the  river  from  the  waterworks,  and  a number 
of  fish  congregate  in  search  of  food.  They  are  so 
numerous  that  “snatching”  is  carried  on  by 
persons  who  catch  fish  not  from  a sportsman’s 
point  of  view,  but  in  order  to  sell  them.  The 
head  river  keeper,  however,  has  had  his  attention 
called  to  the  matter,  and  is  keeping  a sharp  look 
out,  and  it  is  hoped  that  by  this  means  any  such 
illegal  practices  will  be  put  an  end  to.  Bream  of 
51b.  have  been  taken  foul  with  unbaited  hooks, 
the  blood  running  from  the  sides  where  the 
hooks  entered.  The  river  keeper  is,  of  course, 
known  to  these  poachers,  but  he  now  “ takes  his 
walks  abroad”  in  disguises,  so  that  it  is  not 
improbable  that  eventually  someone  will  be  caught 
red-handed.  Angling  from  Surbiton  promenade 
is  not  allowed,  therefore  a boat  is  necessary  to  fish 
this  swim.  Five  months  ago  a carp  was  taken 
here  which  weighed  Jib.  Unfortunately,  instead 
of  being  preserved,  it  was  cut  up  and  put  into  the 
frying-pan.  By  the  regulations  of  the  Thames 
Conservancy  anyone  may  commence  fishing  one 
hour  before  sunrise  and  continue  until  one  hour 
after  sunset,  and  it  is  in  the  early  and  late  hours 
that  the  illegal  fishing  is  carried  on.  Some  people 
who  fish  there  would  apparently  stay  all  the  night 
through  if  they  were  not  turned  away  by  the 
river  keeper.  At  the  end  of  the  promenade, 
opposite  the  Catholic  Chapel,  there  is  a barbel 
hole,  and  alongside  the  baths,  which  is  locally 
termed  Towns  End  hole,  on  account  of  its  being 
one  end  of  Kingston,  there  is  a bream  hole  from 
which  a number  of  fish  have  been  taken  this  year. 
The  professional  fishermen  are  generally  to  be 
found  I’eady  for  patrons  near  the  steps  close  to 
the  baths,  and  are  consequently  able  to  pilot  their 
customers  to  swims  which  will  give  the  best 
returns.  Their  names  are  Johnson,  Wilkes, 
Knight,  Bolton,  and  Wright.  There  is  a good 
roach  and  dace  swim  just  above  Kingston  foot- 
bridge opposite  the  steps  of  Mr.  Nuttall’s  house, 
whilst  on  the  Middlesex  side  there  is  another 
barbel  hole.  “ The  bend  ” is  a favourite  rendez- 
vous for  bank  anglers,  and  one  day  recently  150 
w’ere  counted  sitting  along  the  bank.  Sometimes 
very  fair  sport  is  to  be  had  there,  but  of  late  it 
has  become  rather  precarious.  The  upper  end  of 
Tatehara’s  island  is  suitable  for  punt  fishing. 
J.  Knight,  one  of  the  Kingston  fishermen,  has 
been  very  fortunate  amongst  the  jack  there.  The 
“ half-mile  tree,”  just  opposite  the  Albany  Club, 
has  of  late  become  a favourite  place  for  ba,rbel 
fishing.  A Mr.  Clinton  last  June  had  three  from 
this  spot,  which  were  caught  on  the  surface  with  a 
live  May-fly.  From  here  toTeddington  Weir  there 
is  some  good  jack  fishing,  principally  just  above 
the  weir.  This  stretch  of  water  has  in  the  past 
been  infested  with  “ trailers,”  but  now  that  under 
the  new  fishery  bye-laws  the  practice  is  prohibited 
on  the  Thames,  there  is  every  probability  of  the 
fish  in  future  being  a larger  size  than  of  late. 
With  this  brief  survey  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
those  who  visit  this  part  of  the  Thames  will  be 
able  to  find  a swim  suitable  for  the  class  of  fish 
they  intend  to  angle  for. 
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At  the  time  of  writing,  the  Thames  is  extra- 
ordinarily clear,  and,  so  far  as  the  fishing  is  con- 
cerned, I have  nothing  to  add  to  my  remarks  of 
last  w'eek.  By  those  who  live  b ut  fine  and  far  off 
for  jack,  good  fishing  is  to  be  had.  Roach  fishing 
is  of  little  use,  except  during  the  hour  or  less 
before  nightfall,  and  perch  fishing  is  out  of  the 
(|uestion.  I have  tiled  the  chub  once  or  twice, 
but  they  do  not  seem  to  be  coming  on  at  all. 


1894  will  be  a critical  year  as  regards  anglers’ 
rights  in  the  Thames,  and  I would  strongly 
advise  the  great  organisations  of  anglers  in 
London  to  meet  together  and  decide  what  steps 
they  shall  take  in  the  matter.  It  may  be  asked 
what  matter  I am  referring  to.  At  tlie  present 
moment  the  Conservators  have  in  preparation  a 
Bill  which  has  three  objects  : (1)  To  reform  their 
constitution;  ('2)  To  amend  their  powers;  (3)  To 
consolidate  the  many  statutes  relating  to  the 
Thames  and  Conservancy.  Owing  to  there  being 
three  members  of  the  London  County  Council 
on  the  board,  public  interests  will  not  be  so  lost 
sight  of  as  they  might  have  been  had  not  the 
constitution  of  the  board  been  somewhat  changed 
lately,  but  if  anglers  and  the  public  generally  do 
not  let  the  Conservators  know  exactly  what  are 
their  wants  and  wishes,  it  is  hardly  to  be  expected 
that  the  Conservators  when  preparing  their  Bill 
will  meet  public  needs.  The  present  is  a splendid 
opportunity  for  all  those  vexed  questions  about 
the  Thames  fisheries  to  be  settled,  and  I would 
strongly  urge  London  anglers  to  draw  up  some 
practical  scheme  and  send  it  to  the  Conservators, 
praying  the  board  to  embody  it  in  the  Bill  which 
is  being  drafted.  

I wouLU  suggest,  and  I make  the  suggestion 
subject  to  modification  or  addition  hereafter,  that 
the  hoard  should  be  asked  to  take  powers  to  hold 
inquiries  to  determine  which  fisheries  are  legally 
in  possession  of  private  persons,  and  to  com- 
pulsorily purchase,  when  funds  are  available,  such 
as  are  proved  to  be  private  property,  at  any  rate 
in  the  main  stream.  Then,  I would  have  it 
declared  by  the  Act  that  the  towing  paths  shall 
be  vested  in  the  Conservators,  and  that  they, 
together  with  all  ferries,  subject  to  a small  toll 
for  the  latter,  be  free  and  open  for  the  use  of  the 
public,  including,  of  course,  anglers.  Then,  I 
think  the  board  should  be  asked  to  place  upon 
themselves  the  duty  of  preserving  and  stocking 
the  Thames  fisheries,  and  of  providing  the 
necessary  landing  places  for  those  who  use  the 
river  in  boats  and  punts.  Last,  but  anything 
but  least,  the  board  should  be  asked  to  draft  a 
clause  dealing  with  the  steam  launch  question. 
In  a letter  I bad  from  the  solicitor  of  the  Con- 
servancy recently,  it  was  stated  that  no  convic- 
tion could  be  obtained  against  a launch  owner 
unless  it  was  shown  that  property  or  per.sons 
were  endangered,  or  that  the  banks  of  the  river 
were  injured.  That  is  to  say,  the  steam  launch 
might  be  driven  at  any  pace — a hundred  miles  an 
hour  if  it  were  possible — and  no  prosecution 
could  succeed  unless  there  was  evidence  that 
something  or  somebody  had  been  endangered  or 
injured.  This  is  a very  serious  matter,  far  more 
serious  than  it  may  seem  to  those  who  do  not, 
as  I do,  pass  a very  gieat  portion  of  their  lives 
on  the  Thames,  and  I was  most  disappointed  to 
■see  from  Mr.  A.  J.  Marriott’s  capital  letter  in  the 
F.  G.  last  week  that  there  appeared  to  be  a 
lukewarmness  (more  apparent  than  real,  I 
am  sure)  among  London  anglers  in  taking 
up  this  steam  launch  (juestion.  There  are  some 
kinds  of  fish,  such  as  gudgeon  and  minnows, 
the  diminution  of  which  can  only  be  ascribed  to 
the  steam  traffic.  Certainly  minnows,  which  are 
getting  extraordinarily  scarce  in  some  parts  of 
the  Upper  Thames,  have  not  suffered  from 
pollution,  or  from  being  caught  in  large 
([uantities  by  poachers  or  anglers.  The  steam 
traffic  doubtless  interferes  with  them  in  their 
breeding  season.  Perch,  too,  are  scarce,  I feel 
quite  sure  fi’om  the  same  reason ; swans,  of 
course,  help  largely  to  bring  about  the  unfortu- 
nate result. 


On  Thames  matters  there  can  be  no  division  of 
opinion  between  the  two  groat  London  angling 
associations,  and,  as  kfr.  Marriott  wrote  last  week, 


these  bodies' have  no  idea  of  the  enormous  powers 
they  wield  for  good.  Let  their  leaders,  thei-efore, 
meet  together  and  draw  up  a list  of  what  they 
consider  the  needs  and  necessities  of  the  public 
in  respect  of  the  Thames,  and  send  it  without  delay, 
not  only  to  the  Conservators,  but  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade,  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  the  Corpoi-ation  of 
the  City  of  London,  and  a petition  on  similar  lines 
should  also  be  presented  to  the  House  of  Commons. 


If  the  Conservators  do  not  bring  in  their  Bill 
during  1894,  or  if  they  fail  to  pass  it,  then  the 
liondon  County  Council  is  empowered  to  do  it, 
and  doubtless  will  bring  in  a Bill  to  effect  the 
reconstitution  of  the  board.  If,  therefore,  the 
Conservators’  Bill  does  not  meet  the  needs  and 
necessities  of  the  case,  some  London  Members  of 
Parliament  should,  and  I am  quite  sure  will  be 
asked  by  the  many  persons  interested  in  the 
Thames  to  oppose  the  Bill  tooth  and  nail,  and  if  it 
cannot  be  satisfactorily  amended  and  improved, 
to  get  it  rejected.  Should  such  be  the  fate  of  the 
Conservators’  Bill,  we  may  be  quite  sure  the 
London  County  Council  will  profit  by  the  Con- 
servators’ experiences,  and  bring  in  a measure 
drafted  in  a broad  and  liberal  spirit.  We  may  be 
C|uite  sure  that  the  Thames  Riparian  Owners’ 
Association  will  represent  their  views  strongly 
to  the  Board  of  Conservators  respecting  this 
piece  of  legislation,  and  it  is  only  right  and 
proper  that  the  views  of  the  other  side  should  be 
heard.  Templah. 


A GOOD  DAY  IN  THE  HEBRIDES. 


Luc  k had  not  been  kind  to  us.  A month’s 
fishing  is  not  an  over  great  allowance  of  time  to 
a keen  angler  who  for  his  sins  is  condemned  to 
spend  the  rest  of  the  year  in  London  without 
opportunity  of  practising  his  favourite  craft,  and 
when  the  first  three  weeks  of  his  time  are  well 
nigh  blank  of  the  salmon  he  has  come  in  search 
of,  he  is  apt  to  take  a somewhat  jaundiced  view 
of  salmon  fishing  in  general  and  of  the  fishing  of 
the  moment  in  particular,  for  patience  and  long- 
sufferance  is  not  the  badge  of  all  the  tribe  of 
anglers,  however  estimable  those  virtues  may  be 
and  desirable. 

Those  first  three  weeks  had  shown  every 
variety  of  weather.  The  first  ten  days  had  given 
on  the  whole  capital  fishing  weather.  True  the 
take  of  salmon  had  been  very  small,  but  to  make 
up  for  this  there  was  a great  and  pleasing  plenty 
of  sea-trout,  of  a size  too  which  would  have  given 
capital  sjiort  if  only  they  had  come  to  tackle  of 
moi’e  suitable  strength.  But,  unfortunately, 
many  of  them  took  the  salmon  fly,  and  had  but 
little  chance. 

Then,  for  contrast,  came  five  awful  days.  The 
equinox  was  at  hand,  and  the  wind  blew  as  it  well 
knows  how  in  the  Hebrides  at  that  season  of  the 
year.  Certainly  we  did  try  to  fish,  and  those  of 
the  party  whose  beats  were  on  the  river  were 
not  altogether  unsuccessful.  But  the  lochs  were 
hopeless.  It  was  generally  too  stormy  to  put  out 
in  the  rather  rickety  boats,  nor  were  the  gillies 
much  inclined  to  make  even  the  attempt.  Even 
in  the  hills  it  was  almost  impossible  to  keep  the 
line  upon  the  water.  Finally,  to  make  matters 
worst  of  all,  the  best  of  the  lochs,  which  was 
very  shallow,  got  stirred  up  and  so  clouded  with 
mud  that  fly-fishing  was  at  an  end.  And  so  the 
result  was  five  days  of  failure. 

Then  we  had  five  days  of  glorious  warmth  and 
sunshine,  which  to  anyone  but  a fisherman 
would  have  been  quite  perfection.  And  though 
the  effect  of  those  brilliant  and  almost  windless 
days  was  to  put  the  salmon  quite  hopelessly 
down  (not  that  so  far  they  had  needed  much 
putting),  yet  on  the  lochs,  by  using  the  finest 
tackle  and  small  flies,  one  might  happen  here  and 
there  on  a nice  sea-trout,  and  have  a rare  battle 
with  him.  But  the  salmon  were  our  object,  and 
they  would  not  come  to  the  scratch. 

After  this  there  came  a day  of  deep  depression. 
Everythingseemed  in  our  favour — river  in  capital 
ply,  wind  in  the  right  quarter,  and  a cloudy  sky, 
which  our  gillie,  as  we  started,  pronounced  to  be 
perfection,  in  fact  the  very  day  for  a“  fish.”  But 
it  was  not  to  be,  and  enthusiasm  presently  gave 
way  to  disappointment,  and  disappointment  to  a 
di.sgusted  feeling  that,  after  all,  perhaps  we  had 
come  to  the  Hebrides  too  late,  and  that  the  run  of 


fish  was  over  for  the  year.  Nor  were  matters 
improved  by  our  gillie’s  changing  moods.  In 
the  morning  he,  too,  had  been  full  of  enthusiasm, 
but  as  time  went  on  his  spirits  fell,  and  at  last  he 
settled  down  to  the  monotonous  refrain,  “ It  iss 
no  good  whateffer.”  We  did  not  enjoy  that  day.  i 

Fortunately,  however,  it  is  a long  lane  that  has! 
no  turning,  and  the  very  next  day  brought  !| 
reward  and  consolation.  To  all  appearance  it  , 
was  not  so  likely  a day  for  sport,  but  appearances, 
as  often,  were  deceitful.  We  started  operations  ■. 
on  the  tidal  pool,  a long  stretch  of  still  water, 
nicely  ruffled  by  a freshening  breeze.  It  was  at ' 
once  evident  that  whatever  else  was  to  happen  the  Ij 
sea-trout,  at  any  rate,  meant  business.  The  first . 
five  minutes  or  so  produced  three  silvery  beauties, 
averaging  nearly  21b.  apiece,  as  clean  as  a new 
sbilling,  and  with  the  lice  still  on  them.  These 
and  other  lesser  lights  that  followed  put  good 
hearts  into  us,  and  so  we  made  for  the  salmon 
pools. 

Now  in  our  river,  salmon  angling  is  somewhat 
peculiar.  The  river  is  narrow  and  sluggish,  and 
flowing  as  it  does  through  the  blackest  of  peat 
the  water  is  singularly  dark  and  opaque.  It  is 
only  in  the  extreme  necks  of  the  pools  that  the 
fly  can  be  worked  in  the  orthodox  manner,  and 
elsewhere  it  is  necessary  to  work  it  by  a coarse 
process  of  deep  sink  and  draw,  there  being 
practically  no  stream  to  assist,  and  a stifiBsh 
breeze  being  necessary  to  give  the  smallest  chance 
of  success.  At  the  first  glance  no  one  would 
ever  suspect  this  of  being  a salmon  river,  but 
such  it  is,  and  a very  prolific  one  to  boot.  The 
fish,  though  small,  are  numerous,  and  give  capital 
sport,  for  with  so  small  a river  one  uses  a quite 
small  rod,  and  the  fish  take  a lot  of  taking 
accordingly.  This  day  in  particular  they  were  in 
good  fettle  after  their  weeks  of  inaction,  and  the 
Durham  Ranger  was  their  special  fancy.  The 
beat  we  were  fishing  was  a short  one  with  but 
few  casts,  yet  in  nearly  every  likely  place  there 
was  a rising  fish,  and,  still  better,  a large  pro- 
portion of  tbeir  rises  came  off.  Result,  in  a very 
few  hours,  five  nice  fish  were  lying  among  the 
heather,  while  other  two  had  after  a valorous 
resistance  got  away.  And  the  total  might  have 
been  even  larger,  but  that  our  only  Durham 
Ranger  of  sufficient  size  had  by  the  afternoon 
become  too  dilapidated  to  attract  at  all,  being 
I’educed  to  a mere  skeleton,  with  scarce  a trace 
of  wing  left  to  grace  it,  and  no  other  fly  could 
take  its  place  that  day.  So  we  wended  liack  to 
the  tidal  pool,  but  found  it  by  no  means  so  fish- 
able  as  before,  for  the  fresh  breeze  of  the  morn- 
ing had  now  increased  to  half  a gale,  and  the 
open  water  was  very  rough ; still  it  yielded  a few 
nice  sea-trout  to  repay  the  toil.  And  then  home, 
well  contented  with  our  capital  day’s  sport. 

Such  was  the  beginning  of  our  luck.  Five  fish 
and  a dozen  sea-trout  might  well  make  us  feel 
happy,  and  utter  aphorisms  on  the  glorious  un- 
certainty, &c.,  which,  for  all  their  triteness,  were 
evoked  by  a genuine  feeling  of  complete  satis- 
faction. It  was  quite  a red  letter  day,  and  gave 
us  good  hojie  for  the  few  remaining  days  of  our 
holiday,  hope  which  was  to  be  fully,  but  not  so 
fully  as  on  this  special  day,  satisfied. 

Slaintemhor. 


A BAFFLED  ANGLER. 

I AM  he.  It  was  a baffling  so  productive  of 
chagrin  that,  though  several  years  fraught  with 
incident  and  adventure  have  elapsed  since  the 
occurrence  I am  about  to  relate  took  place,  it 
dwells  as  fresh  in  my  memory  now  as  it  did  the 
morning  after. 

There  was,  in  the  days  to  which  I am  about  to 
refer,  in  a certain  part  of  these  islands  which  I 
shall  not  further  particularise,  a trout  stream 
practically  unknown.  The  tributary^  of  a tribu- 
tary of  a famous  river,  it  meandered  amidst 
moorland  heights,  twenty  miles  from  a railway 
station ; it  was  as  far  from  even  a small  town, 
and  so  lonely  that  but  one  dwelling  was  any- 
where near  it.  Farmer  Bawden,  the  owner  and 
occupier  of  the  said  dwelling,  well  knew  that  the 
rivulet  was  trouty.  Possibly  not  more  than  two 
rodsters  besides  myself  shared  that  information. 

I can  best  describe  the  isolation  of  that  fasci- 
nating piece  of  water  (which  I will  designate  the 
Prattle)  by  likening  it  to  a certain  fabled  village 
in  the  Cambrian  Principality.  In  that  part  of 
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the  extreme  West  Midlands  called  “ Shropshire 
Wales,”  where  most  of  the  Saxons  si)eak  Welsh 
and  some  of  the  Cymric  denizens  possess  a smat- 
tering of  English,  a story  is  extant  that  once 
upon  a time  two  farmers  set  forth,  with  money 
in  their  poc'kets,  bent  upon  purchasing  sheep  for 
stock.  They  climbed  high  up  a steep  and  lofty 
mountain,  being  presently  enveloped  in  mist ; 
then  they  sank  to  a region  of  tarn  and  hollows  ; 
next  they  turned  the  shoulder  of  a hill,  rising 
again,  subsequently  descending,  and  ziz-zagging 
all  the  time ; and  finally  they  came  down  to  a 
little  primitive  Welsh  village,  which  no  man  of 
their  part  of  the  country  had  ever  visited  before. 
The  fog  had  cleared  away,  and  they  saw  that  the 
villagers  were  holding  their  market.  The  un- 
sophisticated natives,  who  had  never  left  their 
own  village  or  otherwise  mingled  with  strangers, 
gladly  sold  their  sheep  at  half-a-crown  a 
head.  The  two  visitors  each  bought  a flock  of 
considerable  size,  which  somehow  they  managed 
to  drive  home  with  them.  Retracing  their  steps, 
they  duly  encountered  the  tortuous  way,  the  rise 
and  fall,  the  shoulder  of  the  hill,  the  tarn  and  the 
hollows,  the  lofty  mountain,  and  the  thick  mist. 
How  they  got  home  they  never  knew.  However, 
they  told  their  neighbours  about  the  sheep  fair 
where  ewes  and  wethers  went  for  2s.  fid.  each ; 
and  forthwith  the  two  heroes,  with  a huge  fol- 
lowing, you  may  be  sure,  set  forth  to  revisit  the 
mysterious  village.  But  they  could  not  find  their 
way  there  a second  time ; and  all  the  farmers  of 
their  countryside  recommended  them  to  spin 
their  yarn  to  the  royal  regiment  of  horse 
marines. 

I don’t  mean  to  say  that  the  Prattle  is  an 
imaginary  stream.  It  really  exists,  and  all  that  I 
am  about  to  relate  actually  took  place.  The  mean- 
ing I wish  to  convey  is,  that  the  beautiful  burn 
was  and  is  practically  unknown,  was  and  is  prac- 
tically inaccessible. 

There  is  no  road  to  the  Prattle  ; no  inn  within 
many  hours’  walk  thereof.  One  happy  day, 
having  a house  not  more  than  ten  miles  away,  I 
rode  over  to  Farmer  Bawden’s.  It  was  the  month 
of  “ Aprille  with  his  schowres_  swoote  ” ; the  air 
was  soft  and  the  atmosphere  dull ; a gentle  zephyr 
was  wafted  dead  up  stream,  which  was  high  and 
inclined  to  be  the  colour  of  light  sherry  ; and,  to 
crystallise  that  which  I could  discourse  upon 
well  nigh  indefinitely,  I killed  the  biggest  and 
finest  creel  ful  (or,  to  be  strictly  accurate,  two 
creels  full)  of  trout  that  ever  befell  my  lot.  They 
were  “whoppers  ” and  plenty  of  them  ; plump  as 
partridges,  game  as  bulldogs.  I dare  not  go  into 
statistics  as  to  weight  and  number. 

Long  pleasantly  pondering  over  this  halcyon 
day — long  rolling  its  unique  experiences  upon  the 
gratified  palate  of  memory — there  came  a time 
in  an  ensuing  season,  in  the  merry  month  of 
May,  when  I elected  to  introduce  a piscatorial 
friend  to  the  joys  of  the  Prattle.  Right  early  in 
the  morning,  and  in  a very  joyous  frame  of  mind, 
we  rode  over  the  moors  to  Parmer  Bawden’s  and 
put  up  our  horses.  Ever  hospitably  inclined,  our 
host  brought  forth  toothsome^stores  of  meat  and 
drink.  When  we  spoke  of  the  river,  I thought 
he  looked  embarrassed.  “Ha,  ha!”  said  I to 
myself,  “ he  grudges  us  the  trout  and  troutlets  ; 
he  fears  that  two  anglers  will  empty  the  stream.” 
However,  he  said  nothing  to  dissuade  us.  “ Go 
down  and  try,  by  all  manner  of  means,”  quoth  he. 
So  we  descended. 

The  stretch  of  water  in  question  is  barely  two 
miles  in  length,  measuring  the  stream  through- 
out its  sinuosities.  It  is  bounded  by  a swamp, 
whence  it  derives  its  origin,  and  by  a cascade, 
where  it  falls  into  the  larger  river.  Well  nigh 
throughout  its  course  there  runs  parallel  and 
close  to  it  a dyke  or  bank,  behind  which  lies  a 
trench  used  in  certain  seasons  for  irrigating  pur- 
poses. This  channel,  being  dry  upon  the  present 
occasion,  furnished  an  admirable  lair  whence, 
unseen,  we  could  present  the  lure  to  the  keen- 
eyed denizens  of  the  Prattle. 

Commencing  about  midway  between  the  marsh 
and  the  waterfall  aforesaid,  my  friend  and  I,  one 
working  upwards  and  the  other  downwards,  pro- 
ceeded to  manipulate  the  “ well- dissembled  fly  ” 
and  “ all  our  slender  wat’ry  stores  prepare.”  Now 
I must  premise  that  my  comrade  is  a finished 
artist  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  piscatorial 
science,  being  especially  adept  at  fly-fishing  for 
trout,  whilst  I am  regarded  as  anything  but  a 
tyro.  Wind,  weather,  and  water,  moreover,  left 


nothing  to  be  desired.  We  were,  therefore,  justi- 
fied in  looking  to  have  a good  time. 

IIow  carefully,  nay  labouriously,  we  both  lislied 
that  stream,  I have  neither  space  nor  patience  < 
duly  to  set  forth.  Failing  to  get  a rise  after 
some  dozens  of  casts,  we  discarded  the  Blue 
Upright,  the  Red  Spinner,  and  the  Yellow  Sally, 
and  rigged  up,  with  occasional  changes,  such  a 
variety  of  alluring  simulated  Ephemeridm  and 
other  dipterous  insects  that  the  most  fastidious 
and  cautious  trout  ought  to  have  been  temj)ted 
and  deluded  ; yet  not  a touch  could  either  of  us 
get.  We  stooped  and  crawled  and  threw  and 
threw,  until  arms  ached  and  backs  were  weary ; 
toiling  all  day  and  catching  nothing.  Catching  ! 
quotha?  We  never  saw  nor  even  moved  a fish. 

Returning  to  the  farm  and  our  horses,  weary, 
disspirited,  and  vastly  moved  to  unedifying 
language,  we  blushingly  admitted  to  Bawden  that 
“ we  had  done  rather  badly.”  Despite  his  thinly- 
veiled  desire  to  inspect  our  creels — which  we 
would  have  died  rather  than  expose — we  declined  | 
to  go  into  details,  but  hastily  mounted  and  rode 
off,  in  a frame  of  mind  better  realised  than 
described. 

Some  days  subsequently  a country  postman, 
himself  an  angler,  though  addicted  to  pot-hunting 
and  unlovely  methods  of  filling  his  basket, 
disclosed  the  secret  of  our  want  of  success.  It 
appears  that  two  days  before  our  visit  to  the 
Prattle,  the  farmer  had  diverted  the  stream  by 
means  of  the  watercourse  I have  mentioned, 
leaving  the  fiver  dry  pretty  nearly  from  source 
to  embouchure,  thereby  utterly  denuding  the 
stream  of  its  piscine  treasures.  Some  trout  had 
passed  along  the  trench,  others  were  left  high 
and  dry,  whilst  the  remainder  were  readily 
groped  from  the  shallow  pits  and  holes  wherein 
they  were  confined ; so  that  on  the  occasion  of 
our  angling  I verily  believe  there  was  not  a 
single  fish  swimming  in  the  Prattle  ! 

Clifford  Cordley. 


CLEAR  WATER  WORM  FISHING. 


An  article  on  clear  water  worm  fishing  for 
trout  which  I recently  contributed  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette  has  raised  quite  a controversy  as  to 
whether  it  is  desirable  or  not  to  employ  sinkers 
in  that  style  of  fishing.  I say  most  emphatically 
“ not,”  and  the  majority  of  those  who  have  written 
on  the  subject  agree  with  me.  During  the 
months  of  June  and  July  the  best — in  fact,  the 
only  place,  to  use  the  worm  successfully  is  on  the 
thins  and  shallows  found  at  the  edge  of  and 
above  the  rapid  water.  The  great  object  of  the 
scientific  worm  fisher  is  to  cast  his  bait  as  lightly 
as  a fly,  and  allow  it  to  roll  down  stream  in  a 
natural  manner ; this  you  cannot  possibly  effect 
with  sinkers  on,  for  they  make  a splash,  and  after 
that  catch  in  every  stone  or  piece  of  moss  that  j 
comes  in  their  way.  Now,  if  you  come  across  a 
deep  gully  between  rocks  or  a rough  bit  of  water 
eighteen  inches  in  depth,  then  I advise  a shot, 
but  that  is  not  my  idea  of  clear  water  worm 
fishing.  Other  correspondents  have  contributed 
lengthy  epistles  on  the  best  method  of  attaching 
shot  to  the  line ; this  is  the  kind  of  thing  that 
irritates  me.  For  thirty  years  I have  always 
found  the  simple  split  shot  quite  good  enough  for 
my  purpose.  All  arrangements  of  holes,  grooves, 
pegs,  etc.,  seem  to  me  simple  waste  of  inventive- 
ness, for  even  the  most  expeditious  of  them  takes 
up  far  more  time  than  to  bite  on  a split  shot  or 
take  it  off  again. 

I am  totally  opposed  to  fads  and  modern  inno- 
vations, for  the  simple  reason  that  the  tackle  that 


I have  known  and  used  tor  thirty  years  has  been 
quite  good  enough  for  me.  ’I'he  flies  that  1 used 
as  a boy  are  the  same  as  I use  to-day.  'I'here  are 
a few  additions,  it  is  true,  among  thorn  the  Red 
'I'ag,  Bradshaw’s  Pancy,  Golden  Crow,  the  Green 
Insect,  the  G reen  Aphis,  and  perhaps  half  a score 
more;  but  when  we  come  to  eyed  hooks  with  up- 
turn shanks,  eyed  hooks  with  twist  points,  eyed 
hooks  with  Lim.  bend;  to  telescopic  landing 
handles  ; to  wire-esntred  lines  and  wire-centred 
gimp ; to  creels  of  endless  patterns  ; to  wood  versa  s 
cane,  and  steel  centres  to  rods,  and  innumerable 
other  modern  fads,  then  I draw  the  line,  and  say 
most  distinctly  and  emphatically,  “ If  you  can 
see  anything  really  useful  in  a modern  invention 
accept  it  at  once  and  acknowledge  its  usefulness, 
but  do  not  adopt  anything  because  it  is  new,  or 
because  Tom  Smith  or  Dick  Jones  has  pronounced 
it  perfect — simply  because  it  is  something  new.” 
In  the  course  of  the  controversy  alluded  to  above, 
my  friend,  Mr.  Tod,  of  Brighton,  invited  ray 
attention  to  the  use  of  a No.  12  swivel  in  fishing 
the  worm  in  clear  water.  That  I do  think  is  a 
good  idea,  and  I mean  to  give  it  a really  good 
trial  next  season.  “Dicky”  Routledge,  of  Gar- 
lisle,  knew  about  as  much  as  most  men  of  the 
subject  of  worm  fishing  in  clear  water,  and  Mr. 
Tod  showed  him  this  little  dodge,  which  he 
adopted.  This  is  quite  sufficient  for  me.  Rout- 
ledge  was  no  faddist,  and  if  he  took  up  any  new 
thing  it  was  ample  proof  that  he  saw  that  there 
was  something  in  it.— Halcyon,  in  Lzeds  Mercury. 


Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs,  the  much  respected  President 
of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  will  be  eighty  on  the 
18th  of  this  month.  In  a private  letter  to  us  he 
says,  “ I can  hardly  believe  it,”  nor  would  anyone 
else  who  saw  him  pUy  a five-pound  fish  on  rod 
and  line  at  Deal,  as  he  did  last  July,  when  we 
had  some  pleasant  yarns  with  him  in  his  cosy 
quarters  at  the  Hotel  d’ Antwerp,  facing  his  be- 
loved pier. 

We  were  glad  to  have  a line  the  other  day  from 
Mr.  T.  Hoole,  who  was  for  many  years  prominent 
in  all  London  angling  movements.  He  writes : 
“ I am  very  glad  to  see  your  paper  doing  so  well. 
I had  a long  day’s  roach  fishing  recently  on  the 
Colne — took  401b.,  twenty  over  11b.  each,  and  one 
l|lb. ; one  rod  only.  My  son,  aged  twelve,  took 
three  over  a pound.” 

The  season  which  has  just  closed  on  the  L sk 
will  long  be  remembered  as  one  of  the  most 
disastrous  that  could  befall  salmon  fishers.  The 
long  drought  which  prevailed  since  April  1 has 
mainly  been  the  cause  of  the  scarcity  of  salmon. 
They  would  not  (or  could  not)  run  up  from  the 
sea;  while  those  already  in  the  river  remained 
stationary  near  some  deep  bank  or  large  pool, 
seldom  caring  to  look  at  a fly — thanks  to  the  low 
condition  of  the  Usk — and  always  eager  to  run 
downwards  to  the  sea.  While  the  river  was  so 
low — that  is,  until  the  beginning  of  October — it 
was  absolutely  hopeless  to  cast  a fly  for  them. 
This  year,  however,  has  boasted  one  excellent 
month  since  the  beginning  of  October,  when 
showers  have  been  frequent,  although  no  great 
weight  of  water  fell.  One  fisherman  who— at 
some  expense,  had  persevered  through  the  blaz- 
ing summer  months — did  at  length  capture  a few 
salmon  in  October,  so  that  his  total  captures  of 
the  season  amounted  to  ten  fish.  The  Lsk  yields 
in  ordinary  years  about  50U0  salmon,  so  that  this 
year’s  supply  will  be  a painful  constrast.  The 
premier  fisherman  of  the  Usk,  Captain  Sande- 
man,  never  this  year  caught  more  than  ten  fish  in 
a day,  whereas  his  record  in  1892  was  twenty-two 
in  one  day. — St.  James's  Gazette. 


Mr.  R.  Plummer,  of  Monkey  Island,  believing  that  it  would  interest  our  readers,  has  kindly  sent 
us  the  following  : “There  was  a jack  found  choked  with  a barbel  three  parts  of  the  way  down  his 
throat,  the  two  fish  together  weighing  81b.  'l.'he  barbel,  I should  think,  must  have  weighed  just  on 
21b.,  and  measured  I4in.  I have  sent  you  up  a photograph  of  the  fish.” 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Association 
was  held  on  Tlm''sday  evening,  Nov.  2,  at  the  head- 
quarters Mr.  T.  Coles  pre.sided.  Letters  of  apology  for 
non-attendance  were  received  and  read  from  Messr.=. 
Willock,  Miller,  Rabone,  and  Gnmbley.  The  minutes 
of  the  previous  meeting,  held  Oct.  5,  were  read  and 
adopted,  when  the  president  called  the  attention  of  the 
meeting  to  the  River  Avon  coming  irnder  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Povern  Fishery  Board,  and  asked  permission 
from  the  meeting  to  get  a number  of  circulars  printed 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  evidence  to  be  placed  before 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board.  The 
president  was  instructed  to  get  the  circulars  pi-inted, 
and  the  meeting  expressed  the  association’s  willingness 
to  defray  the  cost  of  the  game.  Messrs.  Dance  and 
Coles  gave  in  a report  of  their  investigations  of  the 
Spring  Hill  Society's  accounts  ; their  report  was 
accepted,  and  the  late  secretary  was  asked  to  pay  the 
small  deficiency  owing  to  the  society.  A charge  was 
brought  before  the  meeting  by  the  officers  of  the  Oak 
Society  against  their  secretary.  The  officers  of  the  club 
were  also  asked  to  be  more  careful  in  looking  after  their 
accounts  in  the  future.  A notice  of  motion  given  by 
Mr.  Allen,  respecting  a fixed  code  of  tariff  at  the 
fishing  resorts,  was  withdrawn.  The  important  question 
of  rnembers’  wives  travelling  at  the  reduced  fare  to 
fishing  resorts  with  their  husbands  was  next  discn.ssed, 
when  it  was  decided  to  leave  the  matter  in  the  hands  of 
the  secretary,  who  promised  to  wait  upon  the  railway 
representatives  in  Birmingham  upon  the  matter,  and 
also  arrange  for  the  anglers’  children  to  travel  at  half 
the  reduced  fare.  One  of  the  companies  at  the  present 
time  issue  tickets  for  the  children,  but  the  secretary 
pointed  out  that  he  would  try  to  get  the  whole  of  the 
companies  to  agree  to  the  issuing  of  these  tickets.  This 
concluded  the  business  of  the  meeting. 

A great  number  of  the  Birmingham  clubs  have  been 
holding  their  annual  dinners  during  the  past  fortnight, 
chief  amongst  which  have  been  the  Hearts  of  Oak,  the 
Vine  Unity,  and  the  Deritend  societies.  At  the  latter 
society’s  dinner,  on  Wednesday  evening  last,  Nov.  1, 
Mr.  W.  Home,  jun.,  the  winner  of  the  Birmingham 
challenge  cup,  was  presented  with  a silver  lever  watch 
in  honour  of  his  success  at  Pershore  ^and  at  Fernhill 
Heath  this  season.  Mr.  T.  Coles,  on  behalf  of  the 
society,  made  the  presentation.  At  the  Vine  Unity 
Society,  cn  Tuesday  evening  last,  the  president  of  the 
society  was  presented  with  a splendid  timepiece  as  a 
recognition  for  his  services  rendered  to  the  society  as 
president  during  the  past  three  years. 

Angling  during  the  week  has  been  very  quiet  on 
account  of  the  sudden  change  of  the  weather  and  the 
cold  east  winds.  Pike  fishing  has  been  indulged  in  by  a 
select  few,  but  there  are  many  of  the  anglers  who  have 
put  their  tackle  on  one  side  until  the  warm  weather 
returns  again.  The  Severn  is  reported  to  be  in  good 
order,  and  a fair  number  of  anglers  have  visited  the 
Stourport  district,  but  very  little  has  been  done.  The 
Avon  still  remains  low,  a flush  of  fresh  water  is  badly 
wanted  to  clear  away  the  weeds  that  have  accumulated 
during  the  late  dry  season.  The  Trent  is  very  low  and 
flne._  In  the  Alrewss  district  grayling  are  reported  to  be 
feeding,  but  very  few  of  the  Birmingham  and  Midland 
Club  members  have  been  out  after  them.  Pike  fishing 
has  resulted  in  one  or  two  fish  being  taken,  but  nothing 
over  51b. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Anglers  in  the  Fen  district  have  not  had  such  a 
good  time  of  it  this  week  as  last,  the  showery  weather 
having  made  the  river  banks  greasy,  and,  as  a result, 
they  are  not  so  safe  for  trolling.  The  waters,  however, 
are  gradually  getting  into  better  trim,  and  those  who 
have  been  after  the  pike  early  in  the  day,  while  the 
frost  was  on  the  ground,  had  some  capital  sport. 
Many  fish  of  81b.  and  lolb.  weight  have  been  killed, 
chiefly  with  live  bait,  and  in  one  or  two  instances  larger 
fish  have  been  taken.  Bottom  fishing  on  most  rivers  is 
at  a discount,  and  those  who  have  ventured  out  in  the 
cold,  wet  weather  have  not  had  a very  enjoyable  time  of 
it.  Owing  to  the  low  and  bright  condition  of  the  waters 
all  kinds  of  coarse  fish  have  ignored  both  the  worm  and 
•iiaggot,^  and  few  takes  of  note  have  been  reported. 
Some  mild  weather  after  the  recent  rains  should,  how- 
ever, improve  matters.  


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Since  my  last  notes  we  have  had  a foretaste  of  frost 
to  the  extent  of  a dozen  degrees,  sleet,  and  some  snow, 
with  keen  north-east  winds.  Some  good  salmon  have 
come  to  bank.  On  the  Lune.  Mr.  J.  Lund  has  killed  a 
good  28-pounder,  in  addition  to  others  of  from  51b.  to 
171b.  each.  Higher  up  the  .=ame  river  a few  fish  have 
been  secured  up  to  20lb.,  the  latter  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  R. 
Wilson.  Not  much  appears  to  have  been  done  on  the 
Kent  or  its  tributaries,  but  we  are  glad  to  hear  that  an 
extra  watcher  has  been  put  on  to  look  after  the  spawn- 
ing fi.sh  expected  to  be  shortly  on  the  redds.  After  the 
snow,  on  Monday,  several  anglers  had  single  fish  from 
the  Derwent,  which  was  somewhat  high,  and  the  follow- 
ing takes  are  also  reported  : Mr.  D.  Pollock,  two  281b 
and  221b.  ; Mr.  T.  G.  Banks,  one,  .301b, ; Mr.  James 
Pollock,  one,  301b.;  Mr.  G.  Pearson,  one,  201b  • Mr  J 
Fleming,  one.  101b.;  Mr.  McKinneys,  two.  lo'lh.  and 
OH),:  Sergt.  Howard,  one  .51b.;  Mr.  J.  Wilson,  one 
ITlb.;  Mr.  W.  Hartley,  one  81b, ; Mr.  D. 'Telford,  one’ 
ISlb.;  Mr.  James  Meikle,  Penge,  two,  201b.  and  121b.  ’ 


From  what  has  already  transpired,  it  would  anpear 
that  County  Councils  may  not  be  so  willing  to  render 
the  financial  aid  recommended  by  Mr.  John  Fell,  chair- 
man of  the  Kent  Fishery  Conservators.  Some  time  ago 
the  Board  of  Trade’s  inspector  advised  the  Derwent 
(Cumberland)  Fishery  Board  to  have  periodical  analyses 
of  water  from  the  river  Greta.  The  clerk  accordingly 
wrote  the  County  Council,  asking,  as  they  had  taken 
the  pollution  question  in  hand,  whether  they  would  pay 
the  cost  of  the  proposed  analyses.  It  is  understood 
that  a negative  reply  will  be  given,  a committee  having 
decided  to  recommend  the  (Council  not  to  pay,  as  the 
Council  had  already  been  at  the  expense  of  holding  two 
inquiries  on  the  subject,  and  had  simply  taken  up  the 
matter  at  the  request  of  the  Fishery  Board. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  third  annual  meeting  of  the  Levenshnlme  Angling 
Society  proved  exceedingly  interesting  in  many  ways. 
The  progress  made  by  this  society  is  almost  phenomenal, 
and  clearly  indicates  what  may  be  done  by  a few  genuine 
sportsmen  who  are  federated  on  sound  lines.  'The  neces- 
sity of  at  once  increasing  the  entrance  fee  to  ^3.  3s. 
demonstrates  the  public  opinion  of  the  society.  During 
the  evening  the  championship  cup  was  presented  to  Mr. 
W.  E.  Milne,  and  an  enlarged  photo-group  of  the 
members  to  the  president.  The  report  and  balance- 
sheet  both  proved  entirely  satisfactory.  The  future 
policy  of  the  club  is  still  to  stock  and  improve  the  waters 
under  their  control  to  the  utmost. 

On  the  2nd,  Mr.  A.  Lloyd,  Patricroft,  took  out  an  eel 
21b.  14oz.,  and  Mr.  White,  of  Barton,  a jack  of  11b.,  both 
scarce  fish  for  this  water,  and  rarely  taken. 

On  the  4th,  1000  king  carp,  supplied  by  Mr.  Ford, 
Caistor,  were  safely  transferred  to  the  Whaley  Bridge 
Reservoir,  and  not  a fish  was  lost.  Mr.  Ford’s  arrange- 
ments were,  as  usual,  excellent. 

On  the  7th  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Kingfisher 
Angling  Society  was  held,  and  the  members  had  the 
pleasure  of  entertaining  that  veteran  angler  Mr.  Isaiah 
Statter,  of  Oldham.  Mr.  Prescott  and  Messrs.  J.  and  D. 
Houston  made  substantial  additions  to  the  pictures 
adorning  the  walls  of  the  club-room. 

On  the  IGth  the  delegates  from  the  Manchester 
affiliated  clubs  are  noted  for  a general  meeting  at  the 
headquarters  of  the  Merry  Anglers,  "Three  Crowns 
Hotel,  .lackson-street,  London-road.  A most  important 
agenda  will  be  presented,  including  the  confirming  of 
the  new  rules,  which  include  the  provision  for  holding 
general  meetings  every  three  months  instead  of  every 
four  months. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

Several  good  bags  of  pike  have  been  obtained  at 
Brundall  in  the  river,  and  on  Rockland  Broad  one  of 
14Jlb.  was  landed  on  Thursday.  On  Monday  one  rod 
took  in  about  three  hours  six  fish,  weighing  441b  best 
fish  13ilb.  and  131b. 

On  Wednesday  last  Mr.  Platten,  jun.,  of  Horning, 
took  two  perch,  3Ib.  9Joz.  and  21b.  5oz.,  while  live  baiting 
for  pike  just  below  Horning  village,  on  the  Bure.  Jack 
are  feeding  well  in  some  parts  of  this  river,  several  bags 
of  small  fish  having  been  obtained  during  the  pa^t 
week. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Norwich  Angling  Club  was 
held  last  night  (Tuesday)  at  the  Walnut  Tree  Shades, 
Norwich.  All  the  officers  of  the  past  year  were  re- 
elected for  another  year. 

The  East  Anglian  Piscatorial  Society  gave  a smoking 
concert  the  same  evening  at  the  club. room.  Royal 
Exchange,  Norwich.  The  chair  was  taken  by  the  pre- 
sident of  the  society,  E.  B.  Grimmer,  Esq.,  the  vice- 
chairmanbeing C.  W.  H.  Bullard,  Esq.  Among  other 
gentlemen  present  were  Messrs.  Edwards,  A.  J. 
Farrow,  L.  Tillett,  Geo.  Daniels,  C.  J.  Greene,  A.  J. 
Rudd,  G.  Noble,  G.  Smith,  J.  D.  Beeston,  &c.  Avery  en- 
joyable evening  was  spent,  the  musical  programme  being 
capitally  carried  out.  * 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Another  week  has  passed  without  rain,  and  as  a result 
the  Trent  continues  to  flow  at  very  nearly  summer 
level ; the  colour  is  favourable  to  chub  and  pike  fishing, 
and  these  two  branches  of  the  angling  art  are  engaging 
considerable  attention.  Bottom  fishermen  have  arrived 
at  the  conclusion  that  it  is  next  to  useless  trying  either 
wonn  or  maggot  until  the  river  has  undergone  a sub- 
stantial rise  ; a big  change  would  be  cordially  welcomed. 

At  Shardlovv  piking  has  been  the  chief  pastime,  and 
on  "ruesday  week  Mr.  J.  Sylvester  landed,  with  the 
trolling  bait,  two  splendid  fish,  the  heavier  weighing 
111b.  13oz.  Being  a member  of  the  Bowling  Green 
Society,  Mr.  Sylvester  weighed-in  the  fish  at  head- 
quarters. On  Monday  he  took  six  additional  fish, 
a.veraging  about  filb.  apiece,  out  of  the  same  waters.  On 
Saturday  members  of  the  Wellington  Society  were  out 
in  force,  and  most,  if  not  all,  enjoyed  sport.  Mr.  J. 
Cooper  killed  a brace  of  about  121b.  ; Mr.  H.  Daykin 
had  one  of  5Jlb.  ; Mr.  E.  Horton  had  two  of  nearly  lllb.; 
Mr.  Hoe  had  one  of  about  01b.  ; and  Mr.  E.  R.  Wilford 
had  one  of  about  41b  ; Mr.  H.  R.  Wilkins  landed  six  or 
seven,  but  returned  the  whole.  I sircceeded  in  bagging 
fifteen  chub,  weighing  close  on  301b.,  and  on  Monday  I 
killed  six  additional  fish.  On  'Tuesday,  Mr.  Walter 
Marshall  more  than  excelled,  for  he,  covering  a lot  of 
water,  proved  instrumental  in  killing  twenty,  weighing 
451b. ; Blr.  Marshall’s  best  fish  was  3ilb.,  but  the  whole 
bag  was  simply  a grand  one. 

Mr.  T.  Wood  has  been  amongst  the  pike  at  King’s 
Mills,  which  of  late  appears  to  have  been  neglected. 

There  is  not  much  doing  at  Weston,  where  the  water 
is  deep  and  sluggish,  and  more  suitable  to  roach  and 


bream  fishing  than  to  chub.  Here  the  subscribers  would 
derive  the  benefit  of  a change  in  the  condition  of  the 
river. 

There  is  very  little  doing  on  any  of  the  reaches  near 
Nottingham.  Pike  are  being  got,  but  some  are  retained 
that  ought  certainly  to  be  returned. 

Dace  up  to  lO^oz.  each  were  caught  in  the  Burton 
Joyce  fishery  on  Saturday. 

■The  members  of  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton  Society  fished 
their  closing  match  of  the  season  on  Thursday,  when, 
with  a Jib.  roach,  Mr.  C.  J.  Whitehall  won  the  first 
prize.  'The  takes  of  the  second  and  third  prize  winners 
were  less. 

Some  fine  pike  have  again  been  killed  in  the  reservoir 
on  the  outskirts  of  Mansfield. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Winter’s  snow  and  ice  are  again  with  us.  Bottom 
angling  and  fly-fishing  are  now  “off,”  and  the  only 
department  of  sport  in  which  there  is  anything  doing 
worth  mentioning  is  pike  fishing.  The  frosty  nights 
are  killing  the  weeds  and  waking  up  the  pike,  and  they 
are  now  commencing  to  run  pretty  freely.  The  Lincoln- 
shire drains  and  the  River  Witham,  which  furnish  as 
good  pike  fishing  as  any  waters  in  the  kingdom,  will 
soon  be  at  their  best,  and  a visit  to  them  on  a suitable 
day,  armed  with  suitable  tackle,  cannot  fail  to  he 
attended  with  success.  The  river  between  Boston  and 
Lincoln  teems  with  pike,  and  already  numbers  have 
been  caught,  121b.  and  upwards  in  weight.  The  Forty- 
foot,  near  Swineshead,  is  my  favourite  pike  water.  In 
that  part  of  this  famous  drain  I have  had,  year  after 
year,  numerous  splendid  pike,  the  heaviest  weighing 
19jlb.  On  my  last  visit  I saw  what  I unhesitatingly 
believe  to  be  the  largest  pike  I ever  did  see.  From  its 
tremendous  size  I should  place  its  weight  at  from  251b. 
to  351b.  Needless  to  say  I did  not  catch  it. 

Derbyshire  fishing  is  very  much  off.  Grayling  are 
taking  nothing,  though  coarse  fish  are  taking  the  worm 
rather  freely  in  the  Ambergate  lengths.  I notice  that 
trout  are  being  already  removed  from  the  river  to  the 
breeding  ponds.  In  the  Ambergate  waters  lurk  a few 
jack  and  pike.  I hear  of  one  or  two  being  caught.  If 
properly  fished  this  part  of  the  stream  ought  to  be 
fairly  productive. 

The  salmon  season  on  the  Trent  has  again  been  drawn 
blank.  Last  year  I gave  a few  causes  for  the  decadence 
of  salmon  fishing  in  the  Trent,  one  of  the  chief  being 
pollution.  I am  in  no  mood  to  revoke  my  then  warmly- 
expressed  opinion,  nor  shall  I be  until  we  have  a season 
in  which  over  a dozen  fish  are  killed. 

Another  “ champion  All  England  ” sweepstakes  is  to 
take  place  on  Monday.  This  time  the  scene  is  at  Brigg, 
on  the  Ancholme,  and  the  fixture  is  being  engineered  by 
Mr.  Bob  Marsden,  of  the  Old  English  Samson,  Duke- 
street,  Sheffield. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  glorious  autumn  weather  which  we  are  experi- 
encing continues  to  afford  every  opportunity  to  pike 
and  perch  fishers  of  obtaining  sport,  and  the  river  has 
this  week  been  in  splendid  condition  for  either  spinning 
or  bottom  fishing,  while  the  fiy-fisher,  although  trout 
angling  be  denied  him,  may  find  pleasant  and  fairly 
profitable  recreation  in  practising  his  delicate  art  in 
pursuit  of  the  graceful  and  mettlesome  grayling.  True  it 
is,  unfortunately,  that  the  upper  Severn  does  not  afford 
abundant  sport  in  this  direction,  but  the  old  hand  who 
knows  the  favoured  reaches  of  the  river,  with  their  sandy 
and  gravelly  shallows,  and  gentle  streams,  may  here  and 
there  in  the  course  of  his  rambles  pick  up  a good  fish. 
At  Cronkhill,  Atcham,  the  Isle,  and  one  or  two  other 
places  near  the  county  town  of  Salop,  the  grayling  exists, 
not  in  large  numbers,  but  in  small  shoals  at  certain 
spots.  They  afford  excellent  sport,  and  may  be  taken 
with  the  fly,  grasshopper,  or  gentle.  The  quiet 
shallows  and  the  tails  of  pools,  where  the  water 
runs  two  or  three  feet  deep,  are  the  best  places  to 
fish  for  them,  and  the  Blue  Duns,  Willow,  Orange, 
Sedge,  or  Cinnamon  flies  are  recommended  to  kill  ali 
through  the  season.  Grayling  but  seldom  take  the 
minnow,  either  artificial  or  natural ; as  the  mouth  of  the 
grayling  is  exceedingly  tender,  considerable  skill  is 
necessary  both  in  striking  and  killing  these  fish.  In 
the  present  month  the  warm  hours  of  the  midday  are  the 
best  times  to  seek  sport,  but  at  Atcham  they  have  been 
recently  observed  rising  quite  early  in  the  morning. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Not  many  anglers  out  in  this  district  during  the  week, 
but  those  who  have  tried  their  luck  have  done  well. 
The  rivers  are  in  capital  order,  but  full  of  leaves— the 
Teme  in  particular.  In  the  Avon  large  baskets  of  roach 
have  been  taken  with  stewed  wheat  and  the  paste  ; and 
excellent  sport  has  been  had  among  the  pike  with  the 
dead  gorge.  On  the  Teme  the  pike  have  been  well  on 
the  feed,  live  baits,  dead  gorge,  and  the  artificial 
minnow  all  killing  well.  At  Martley,  Mr.  Caswell  took 
five  fine  fish,  but  the  majority  taken  have  been  under 
41b.  weight.  The  grayling  and  dace  are  taking  the 
maggot  freely,  and  several  anglers  have  had  capital 
takes. 

There  was  a slight  rise  on  the  Severn,  but  it  soon  ran 
off,  and  fair  sport  has  been  had  among  the  roach  with 
the  red  W’orm  and  the  paste,  the  chub  with  the  pith  and 
brains,  and  the  pike  with  the  spoon  bait  and  the  dead 
gorge.  The  weather  has  been  very  fine,  with  sharp 
frosts. 


Mk.  Alexander  Wright,  Accountant,  of  10.  Everelda-atreet 
Barnsbury,  N.  (member  of  the  Gresham,  Junior  Fly-Fishers,  &c  ), 
undertakes  the  auditing  and  balancing  of  every  description  of 
accounts  at  moderate  rates.  Rents  and  debts  collected. 


November  11,  1893] 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Several  keen  frosts  have  eiihaiicod  grayling  fishing  in 
this  district  during  the  past  few  days.  The  best  hit  oi 
angling  to  ho  got,  I believe,  is  in  the  Codbeok  at  ibirsk. 
Scarcely  a day  passes,  providing  the  water  is  in  any- 
thing like  a favourable  condition,  but  a nice  pannier  or 
two  are  taken  by  local  gentlemen.  Some  of  the  fish,  too, 
are  well  worth  the  catching.  Several  have  been  hooked 
weighing  one  and  a half  pounds,  while  the  average  may 
be  taken  at  from  ten  to  twelve  ounces.  For  some  years 
past  grayling  have  not  been  so  plentiful  in  this  stream, 
and  anglers  should  have  good  sport  for  the  next  three  or 
four  months.  There  has  not  been  very  much  doing  in 
the  Yore  and  Swale,  but  occasional  noteworthy  takes 
have  been  made.  One  gentleman,  a day  or  two  ago, 
secured  a grayling  in  the  former  stream  weighing 
one  pound  five  ounces.  The  Ouse  at  York  has  been  run 

off  for  drainage  operations.  _ ^ i 4. 

The  Harrogate  Angling  Association  has  decided  to 
proceed  with  the  erection  of  a fish  hatchery  to  make  a 
suitable  pond,  and  to  secure  some  portion  of  the  Nidd, 
into  which  they  could  turn  a large  number  of  yearlings 
annually.  This  is  a step  in  the  right  direction,  and 
augurs  well  for  the  future  of  the  club._  , . , , 

The  Conservative  Angling  Association,  which  has  its 
headquarters  in  the  same  town,  is  also  in  a very 
flourishing  position,  but  there  is  quite  ^ room  tor 
two  clubs  in  .Harrograte.  In  the  adjoining  town, 
Knaresbro’,  Mr.  C.  Howard  maintains  that  the  local 
club  was  never  more  prosperous  than  at  the  present 
time,  and  the  length  of  fishing  owned  by  it  was 
greater  than  that  of  any  association  in  the  district. 
Success  to  all  three  organisations  is  my  wish,  which,  no 
doubt,  my  readers  will  reciprocate. 


THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Inquirer. — “ The  Yorkshire  Angler’s  Guide ’’(with 
map)  is  a guide  to  the  whole  of  the  fishing  on  the  York- 
shire rivers.  Price  Is.  (id.  Address;  Tom  Bradley, 
20,  Green’s-court,  Briggate,  Leeds.  The  other  is  the 
“ Anfflor’s  Diary  and  Tourist  Fislierman  s Gazetteer  of 
the  Rivers  and  Lakes  of  the  World.  Price  Is.  (id. 
Address ; Horace  Cox,  the  Field  Office,  Bream  s- 
buildings.  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.C.  (Postage 

*^^L  ^A.  G.— We  are  always  pleased  to  answer  any  such 
inquiries.  Anything  we  can  do  through  the  columns  of 
this  journal  to  assist  anglers  in  any  way  will  gladly  be 
done.  


FROM  IRELAND. 

KERRY.— Satisfactory  accounts  continue  to  come  to 
hand  from  all  the  principal  spawning  grounds  in  the 
county.  The  salmon  are  reported  to  be  more  numerous 
on  many  of  the  spawning  beds  than  they  were  at  this  time 
last  year.  A large  number  of  white  trout  have  spawned 
in  the  rivers  in  the  Waterville  district,  notably  on  the 
Inney,  Cumeragh,  and  Owreagh.  A large  staff  of  effi- 
cient watchers  have  been  appointed  in  the  Waterville  dis- 
trict this  week,  and  about  Christmas  they  will  be  aided  by 
a party  of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary.  At  Waterville, 
pollack  anglers  were  very  successful,  and  many: large 
hampers  were  had  by  local  anglers,  who  usedfresh-water 
eels  as  bait.  Bottom  fishers  also  did  very  well  among 
whiting,  gurnard,  and  bream. 

At  the  Tralee  Quarter  Sessions  two  fishery  appeals 
were  heard.  The  first  was  that  of  Michael  Keane, 
who  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  magistrates 
sitting  at  Killorglin,  imposing  a fine  of  .£10  for  illegal 
fishing  on  the  Laune,  at  Dungeel,  on  July  3.  After 
hearing  the  case,  the  judge  thought  it  was  hardly  one 
for  the  maximum  fine,  and  reduced  it  to  £5.  The  other 
case  was  that  of  Timothy  Foley,  who  appealed  from  the 
decision  of  the  magistrates  sitting  at  Killorglin,  im- 
posing on  him  a fine  of  £.5  for  illegally  fishing  on  the 
River  Laune  with  a fixed  net.  After  hearing  the 
evidence  on  both  sides,  his  Honour  upheld  the  decision 
of  the  magistrates. 


FISH  CULTURE. 

We  extract  the  following  from  the  prospectus  of  Mr. 
Andrews,  of  Guildford  : “ Owing  to  the  continually  in- 
creasing demand  for  my  fish,  I have  again  added  to  the 
hatching  and  rearing  capacity  of  my  fisheries;  and 
during  the  past  year  twelve  new  rearing  ponds  have 
been  constructed.  Finding  that  two-year-old  fish  are  in 
such  request,  I have  reserved  30,000  yearlings  of  1892 
hatching;  but  as  all  orders  are  hooked  in  rotation,  it  is 
advisable  to  order  early,  even  if  the  fish  are  not  required 
immediately.  Although  I will  endeavour  to  suit  my 
customers  as  to  time  of  delivery  of  yearlings  and  two- 
year  olds,  the  convenience  of  the  fishery  must  also  be 
considered.  If  the  water  required  to  be  stocked  alpady 
contains  a few  fish,  yearling  or  older  fish  should  be  intro- 
duced, the  mortality  and  loss  from  cannibalism  at  these 
stages  being  practically  nil.  Fry  may  also  be  placed  in 
tributary  streams  leading  to  the  main  water  ; although 
there  will  probably  be  a considerable  loss  from  star- 
vation ; and  as  these  are  now  to  be  had  at  such  a low 
price,  and  travel  so  well,  good  healthy  feeding  fry,  of 
seven  or  eight  weeks’  old,  can  be  recommended.  Pur- 
chasers of  ova  should  mention  if  they  have  appliances 
for  hatching,  as  I can  send  them  to  hatch  in  a day  or 
two,  or  in  fourteen  days.  Ova  for  abroad  would,  of 
course,  have  to  be  packed  in  a much  earlier  stage. 
Hatching  boxes,  complete,  can  be  supplied.  Yearlings 
and  larger  fish  will  not  be  delivered  later  than  April  30, 
except  at  my  option,  as  there  is  risk  in  transit  when  the 
weather  becomes  warm.  My  best  yearlings  average  5in. 
and  6in.  long,  and  two-year  olds  from  7in.  to  lOin.  'The 
delivery,  alive,  of  all  fish  is  guaranteed,  on  condition 
that  instructions  with  regard  to  meeting  a certa,in  train 
with  a suitable  conveyance  are  strictly  carried  out. 
Special  arrangements  for  conveying  live  fish  have  been 
made  with  all  the  railway  companies.  All  empty  vessels 
and  egg  boxes  must  be  returned  carriage  paid,  per  pas- 
senger train,  the  same  day,  if  possible.” 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 

“ One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  %t  presents  an, 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi- 
ment.”—T.  E.  Pritt. 

PIGS  AND  SNAKES. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston,— “Giant’s”  experience  as  to  pip 
not  cutting  their  throats  with  their  fore  fep  is  amply 
corroborated  here,  where  we  often  see  whole  droves  ot 
pigs  numbering  from  thirty  to  fifty  swimming  pross 
the  Danube,  here  a quarter  to  a half  mile  broad,  and 
twenty  to  twenty-five  feet  deep.  , , , • 

Sometimes,  also,  we  see  herds  of  cattle  being  swum 
over  their  herdsmen  directing  them  from  boats. 

Occasionally  you  have  subscribers  writing  to  you 
about  having  seen  snakes  swimming.  Here,  ^en  going 
with  the  local  D.D.S.G.  (Donavdampschifts  - gpell- 
schaft  1)  boat  from  here  to  Galatz  or  vice  versd,  I pe 
green  snakes  crossing  the  river,  here  quite  a quarter 
of  a mile  broad,  but  have  never  been  in  a position  to 
tempt  them  with  a fly. 

I mean  the  river  a quarter  of  a mile,  not  the  grass 
snakes.— I am,  &c.,  E.  Carnegie 

jBraila  on  the  Danube. 

SINKERS  RE  WORM  PISHING  IN  CLEAR  WATER. 

Siji,  —Referring  to  the  recent  correspondpee  in  the 
F O Ephemera”  in  writing  on  bottom  fishing  says  ; 
“Grains  of  shot  of  different  sizes  are  commonly  used  tor 
loading  lines.  I prefer  thin  strips  of  she^  lead  of  the 
thickness  of  writing  paper.  You  can  wind  these  thin 
narrow  bits  of  lead  neatly  round  one  or  two  ot  the  la.t 
links  of  your  foot-line  just  above  the  knots  or  fasten- 
ings, and  it  will  be  far  less  clumsy  and  less  likely  to 
entangle  than  when  weighted  with  several  pot. 

Taking  the  idea  from  the  above,  I would  recommend 
the  use  of  this  thin  lead  for  the  light  sinkers  required  ; 
but,  as  there  is  a difficulty  in  starting  the  rolling  pro- 
cess, my  suggestion  is  best  explained  by  the  following 
diagrams  : 


>iz:> 


1.  Represents  the  size  of  a piece  of  lead  weighing  four 

No.  1 shot,  cut  ready  for  use.  „ ^ ^ ■■ 

2.  Represents  the  same  piece  neatly  rolled  to  halt  its 
length  ready  for  the  gut  line,  which  should  be  inserted 
and  the  rolling  continued. 

3.  Represents  the  sinker  ready  for  use. 

For  convenience  and  to  prevent  loss  of  time  the  leads 

should  be  carried  prepared,  as  shown  in  Pig.  No.  2,  and 
the  advantage  obtained  by  inserting  the  line  in  the 
centre  of  the  roll  instead  of  at  the  beginning  is  that  the 
leads  can  be  attached  or  removed  almost  instantaneously. 
I enclose  specimen  of  lead  ready  for  use.— I am,  &o.. 
Another  Portsmouth  Waltonian. 


A BUUE  shark,  five  feet  in  length,  has  been  caught  on 
the  Berwickshire  coast. 

Seven  boxes  of  salmon  from  the  Montrose  district, 
consigned  for  the  continent  via  Leith,  were  seized  there 
by  the  Custom  House  authorities  last  week,  as  having 
been  illegally  caught. 


ENAMELLED  FLOATS. 

Sir, — I have  recently  enamelled  my  floats  mignonette 
green,’  and  find  that  when  fishing  in  very  clear  water 
they  are  an  improvement  on  the  old  style.  The  colour 
is  very  pale,  and  when  in  the  water  resembles  a weed 
floating  down  stream.  I hope  your  readers  will  take  a 
hint  and  try  the  experiment.  Of  course,  when  fishing 
deep  water  it  is  not  so  essential,  but  as  all  the  rivers 
have  been  so  exceptionally  low,  and  are  so  still,  some 
may  feel  thankful  for  the  suggestion.  It  always  seems 
remarkable  to  me,  sir,  that  the  tackle  makers  produce 
such  gorgeous  floats,  and  I should  think  that  practical 
experience  would  lead  them  to  make  an  improvement  in 
this  branch  of  the  art.  I have  even  enamelled  my  por- 
cupine quills,  and  must  say  I much  prefer  it.  If  any  of 
your  readers  try  the  experiment,  I should  be  glad  if  you 
would  spare  space  in  your  columns  to  pronounce  their 
views  on  the  same. — I am,  &c.,  F.  H.  Amphlett. 

“ MIDGE  PLIES-(DOUBLES).” 

Sib, — In  his  “Reminiscences”  published  in  your 
issue  of  Oct.  28,  Mr.  B.  M.  Tod  writes  of  his  success  in 
the  Deveron  with  flies  described  as  above.  Now  I have 
been  a trout  fisher  in  the  north  for  forty  years,  but  had 
never  previously  met  with  this  term  applied  to  trout 
flies,  and  therefore  wrote  to  Messrs.  Forrest  for  samples, 
which  they  kindly  sent  me.  I find  them  to  be  very 
neatly-dressed  flies  (this  goes  without  saying,  coming 


as  they  do  from  Messrs.  Forrest),  the  peculiarity  being 
that  each  is  tied  on  tivo  very  small  hooks,  lying  parallel 
to  each  other.  So  far  it  appears  to  bo  an  adai>tation  to 
Midge  trout  flies  of  the  double  hook  so  frequently  used 
for  the  smaller  salmon  flies,  except  that  in  the  latter  the 
hooks  are  brazed  together  at  a certain  angle,  while  m 
the  “ Double  Midges  ” the  hooks  appear  to  be  separate, 
and  merely  bound  together.  When  received  by  me  the 
flies  had  the  hooks  lying  close  together,  so  that  it  re- 
quired careful  inspection  to  perceive  that  there  were 
two.  Would  Mr.  Tod  kindly  say  whether  they 
are  used  in  that  state,  or  whether  they  should  be 
slightly  opened  out,  so  as  to  make  an  angle  with 
each  other,  as  in  the  salmon  flies  ? If  used  lying 
close  together  and  touching  I confess  that  I see 
little  object  in  the  double  hooks,  as  I hardly  think  they 
would  be  more  likely  to  get  a firm  hold  of  the  s 

mouth  than  would  the  single  hook,  but  as  Mr.  Tod  has 
used  them,  and  with  success,  perhaps  he  will  kindly 
explain  their  object,  and  the  mode  of  using  them. 

For  my  own  part,  having  fished  much  in  the  Deveron, 

I have  had  by  far  the  most  success  with  Yorkshire 
hackles,  as  made  by  Mr.  F.  M.  Walbran,  who  knows  all 
the  best  patterns.  I hardly  ever  use  a winged  fly,  unless 
the  Greenwell’s  Glory  and  March  Brown ; and  I am 
inclined  to  think  that  the  latter  is  also  at  least  as 
useful  when  dressed  hackled. 

When  on  the  subject  of  the  Deveron,  allow  me  to  say 
that  I have  read  a good  deal  of  exaggeration  in  your 
columns  about  that  river  -for  instance,  as  to  its  ‘ early 
and  large  free-rising  trout,” _ &c.  As  to  earliness, 
in  few  seasons  are  they  in  condition  to  be  caught  before 
May  ; that  is  to  say,  by  anyone  who  knows  what  trout 
should  be.  As  to  size,  that  is  a matter  of  opinion  and 
comparison ; any  way  the  average  is  under  the  half- 
pound  when  fairly  weighed  ; while  as  to  “free-rising, 
once  they  are  in  condition,  it  takes  a fairly  good  fisher- 
man to  kill  a good  basket  when  the  water  is  low  and 
bright ; flooded  and  coloured  water  is  another  matter. 
Then,  too,  it  is  only  fair  to  warn  your  readers  that  the 
much  be-lauded  “ free  waters”  are  most  persistently 
fished  and  over-fished.  How  could  it  be  otherwise  in  a 
well  populated  district,  well  supplied  with  railways, 
and  say  half-a-dozen  good-sized  towns  close  at  hand.-' 
It  is  no  use  blinking  the  fact  that  good  free-fishing  is  a 
thing  of  the  past,  unless  perhaps  loch-fishing  in  some 
very  remote  parts  ; and  even  that  becomes  yearly  more 
and  more  hard  to  find.— I am,  &c., 

“ Waterhen  Bloa. 

[Of  course  the  double  hook  midges  should  be  used 
with  the  hooks  opened  and  apart,  as  in  a double  hook 
salmon  fly.  It  must  be  over  twelve  years  since  we 
noticed  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  some  very  good  ones  sent 
us  by,  if  we  i-emember  rightly,  Mr.  Stevens,  of  Berwick- 
on-’Tweed. — Ed.] 

HOW  TO  TRAP  OTTERS. 

Sib, — I was  just  on  the  point  of  leaving  for  a little 
piking  trip  when  my  attention  was  drawn  to  your  foot- 
note at  end  of  the  very  quaint  description  of  “ How  to 
Trap  Otters,”  in  your  last  issue,  which  to  perfectly 
translate  would  occupy  too  much  time.  The  basket 
illustrated  could  be  made,  but  I very  much  doubt  their 
effectiveness  now  ; when  these  were  in  use  the  steel  trap 
was  perhaps  unknown.  Otters  were  more  numerous 
then,  less  disturbed,  and  less  suspicious.  The  fear  of 
man  is  now  inbred,  and  their  sense  of  smell  extremely 
keen.  The  best  way  is  undoubtedly  the  steel  trap, 
which,  when  skilfully  set  in  sand,  with  a few  inches  of 
water  over  the  plate,  and  the  teeth  hidden  entirely  by 
sand,  they  are  to  be  caught  if  a proper  spot  in  their  run 
is  selected.  The  basket  illustrated  must  have  been  a 
very  cumbersome  arrangement  and  the  rods  thick  to 
keep  such  a powerful-jawed  animal  as  the  otter  from 
tearing  his  way  out.  I kept  one  alive  in  a large  tank 
for  some  months,  and  three  times  he  deliberately  tore 
open  with  his  teeth  the  ordinary  galvanised  wire-netting. 
Such  a river  as  the  Bedford  Ouse  would  suit  the  basket 
well,' as,  when  there  last  week,  I noticed  some  excellent 
spots,  one  pool  in  particular  containing  just  a nice  depth 
of  water,  and  with  ledges  each  side,  plainly  showing 
where  the  otter  had  entered  and  left  the  water.  I also 
found  the  skull  of  what  must  have  been  a large  one,  and 
which  I threw  across  the  river  to  Mr.  Thowby,  of  Bed- 
ford, after  Mr.  Porter,  of  the  same  town,  had  seen  it. 
We  also  came  across  the  remains  f two  banquets,  which 
must  have  been  held  but  a few  b rs  before  we  arrived, 
ono  being  a bream,  the  other  a chub. 

Now  that  the  otter  is  on  the  verge  of  extinction,  the 
few  that  are  left  can  do  but  little  harm,  and  it  seems  a 
pity  to  destroy  them.  The  fish  they  take  are  doubtless 
the  weaklings,  and  in  this  they  carry  out  Nature’s  law 
of  “ the  survival  of  the  fittest.  ’ — I am,  &c., 

B.  R.  Bambridge. 


FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  MAN. 

Sir,— “ Orange  Partridge,”  in  his  article  published 
last  issue,  is  quite  right  when  he  says  it  would  “ not  be 
worth  anyone’s  while  going  to  the  island  to  fish  for 
salmon  and  sea-trout  alone.”  In  a good  many  visits  I 
have  only  once  been  on  the  island  when  a salmon  was 
killed— despite  the  fact  that  I have  on  several  occasions 
been  there  in  late  September  and  October.  For  a few 
miles  above  Ramsey  the  Sulby  river  runs  deep  and 
sluggishly,  and  one  often  hears  mysterious  allusions  to  the 
presence  of  salmon  in  this  stretch.  It  was  here  the  fish 
above  referred  to  was  killed,  about  two  years  ago,  with, 
I believe,  a trout  rod.  A resident  remarked  to  me  at  the 
time,  “ How  he  managed  to  get  the  fish  out  I can’t  tell, 
hut  I believe  he  really  caught  one.”  This  would  appear 
to  be  an  indication  that  the  event  was  a very  rare  one. 

You  are  often  told  in  the  island  that  the  higher  up  the 
streams— beg  pardon,  rivers— you  go,  the  bigger  the 
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^ “y  experience  of  the 

bulby  did  not  confirm  this,  and  one  day  I fished  to  a 
very^remote  part  of  it.  “Little  London,”  mentioned 

0 Partridge,”  is  another  place  only  to  be 
allnded  to  (when  yon  are  on  the  island)  in  a sort  of 
whisper,  in  which  the  words,  “ pound-and-a-half,”  “ two 
pounds,”  “ perfect  mens  ter,”  and  so  on,  supply  the 
mragination  with  food  for  full  play.  So  far  as  the  place 
is  concerned,  I am,  however,  inclined  to  think  there  may 
be  some  big  'uns,  for  it  is  very  little  fished,  and  the 
duration  of  tront-hfe  there  is  probably  much  greater 
than  in  the  more  easily  got  at  and  he-flogged  waters. 

1 should  say  the  most  satisfactory  baskets  would  be 
made  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Santon,  Silverburn 
and  other  streams.  My  own  experience  recently  in  the 
tTleii  May  river  leads  me  to  this  conclusion  “'Orange 
P.artndge  ” refers  to  the  Ehenass  as  the  “ River  Neb.” 
This  latter  comes  down  from  the  Poxdale  mines  dirty 
and  poisoned,  so  that  no  fish  can  live  in  it  This  is  t'o 
be  regretted,  for  from  the  point  where  the  Ehenass  or 
Olen  Helen  river  runs  into  it  right  on  to  Peel  it  has  all 
the  makings  of  a respectable  trout  stream.  It  is  curious 
to  note  at  the  point  of  confluence,  and  for  a little  dis- 
tance lower,  one  half  of  the  water  a nasty  leaden  colour, 
the  other  half  quite  clear. 

As  I have,  like  “ Orange  Partridge,”  recently  returned 
from  a holiday  in  the  island,  during  which  I fished  two 
streams  in  which  I had  not  previously  wetted  a line,  and 
with  quite  satisfactory  results,  I had  intended  to  write 
on  the  matter,  being  only  deterred  by  the  apparent  fate 
of  a paper  entitled  ‘ 9ut  of  Luck,”  sent  in  about  the 
end  of  August,  and  which  seems  to  have  been  converted 
mto  pipelights  by  our  editor,  or  some  of  his  satellites 
However,  I am  quite  prepared  to  go  on  if  a word  of 
encourapment  is  given.  My  position  is  that  of  an 
Mderly  farmer  whom  I once  heard  in  a singing  room  at 
Honcaster,  during  the  Leger  week,  remark  on  his  effort 
somewhat  coldly  : “ I’st  not  sing  again 
it  1 bean  t encored  ! ’ -I  am,  Ac.,  E.  E.  H. 

LARGE  CATCH  OP  PIKE  BY  DONCASTER 

gentlemen. 

My  DEAR  Mr.  Marston, — The  enclosed  is  probably 
a cutting  from  a Doncaster  or  other  provincial  paper 
which  you  may  recognise,  and  if  you  have  not  seen  it,  it 
may  prove  interesting. 

• ’[i'®  ■ },  *'®PPed  to  one  of  your  correspondents 

m the  i islnrifi  Gazette,  who  siened  himself  “ Angler  ” 
and  advised  him  to  try  Lough  Sheelin  in  Co.  West- 
meatb,  with  the  result  mentioned.  You  may  remember 
that  1 waiited  you  to  come  with  me,  eight  or  ten  years 
ago,  to  fish  for  the  big  trout  in  this  lake,  which  were 
then  to  be  taken  with  the  May-fly.  I am  afraid  the  pike 
are  now  in  the  ascendant.— With  kindest  regards  believe 

Callaghan. 

R B.  Marstou,  Esq. 

by  John  Mahon  (fisher- 
man) to  Mr.  J.  Callaghan,  from  Pinea,  co.  Westmeath 
Nov;  .5  : — 

Large  (^atoh  op  Pike  by'  Doncaster  Gentle- 
^ and  Mr.  J.  Dawson  have  had 

capital  sport  amongst  the  pike  on  Lough  Sheelin, 
Ireland.  Lough  Sheelin  is  situated  in  a wild  part  of 
County  Westmeath,  some  eighty  miles  from  Dublin  It 
is  a large  sheet  of  water  about  ten  miles  long,  and  con- 
tains some  4,000  acres  of  water,  and  runs  to  forty  feet 
,8“  °"®  is  bounded  by  beautifully  wooded 

undulating  slopes  on  the  other  by  boggy  marsh  land 
and  tall  reeds,  where  abound  thousands  of  wild  fowl 
and  splendid  shooting  can  be  had  amongst  cor- 
nmrant,  heron  curlew,  duck,  snipe,  plover,  and 
diver.  Pike  fashing  is  indulged  in  from  boats,  and 
they  had  an  excellent  boatman  in  John  Mahon,  the 
nest  of  good  fellows,  who  knew  every  inch  of  the 
lough.  In  a week’s  fishing  they  killed  over  one 
hundred  and  faft.y  pike.  The  largest  weighed  311b 
and  was  a splendid  specimen,  three  feet  eleven  inches 
long,  and  twenty-two  and  a half  in  girth.  It  struggled 
valiantly  for  fully  half  an  hour,  but  with  skilful  liLd- 
hng  at  length  was  hauled  into  the  boat  by  the  boatman 
Mahon  who  took  the  great  fish  by  both  eyes  when  it 
was  exhausted.  The  next  largest  was  221b.  another 
splendid  fist-  also  one  of  141b.,  one  of  121b.,  and  about 
thirty  of  101b.  Tlie  remainder  were  from  (ilb.  to  01b 
As  these  fish  live  on  trout  they  are  splendid  eating  It 
may  be  interesbng  to  some  anglers  to  know  how  these 
nsh  were  caught.  At  immense  trouble  they  took  a 
supply  ot  live  roach  in  cans  with  them,  but  most  of 
them  died  in  transit.  Those  that  lived  however 
accounted  for  some  large  fish.  They  also  took  a supply 
of  pickled  roach  used  on  spinning  tackle,  as  well  as 
artificial  spinning  baits.  The  large  pike  was  caught 
with  a dead  roach  fixed  on  Archer’s  spinning  tackle  and 
was  only  hooked  in  the  upper  lip.  AVe  may  mei’ition 
tiiat  Mr.  tmiith  has  in  his  possession  probably  the 
largest  collection  of  piike  of  an.y  single  angler  in  the 
countiy— one  being  311b.,  one  281b.,  one  221b.,  one  211b 
one  iLlb.,  and  one  141b.”  ’ 


THE  FISHERMAN’S  KNOT. 

1 readily  withdraw  a “ fisherman’s 

knot  when  the  ends  are  cut  off  short,  say  within  a 
sixteenth  of  an  inch  (for  change  of  drop  fly  or  grooved 
snot),  use  two  pairs  of  small  watchmaker’s  pliers  ab  ut 
three  inches  in  length,  which  are  handy  for  the  vest 
pocket,  and  useful  in  more  ways  than  one.  I hit  upon 
this  method  some  twenty-five  years  ago,  and  found  them 
most  convenient.— I am,  &c.,  H.  S.  Harland 


PATEENOSTERING  RE  SNAP. 

Sir  ■— AVill  you  kindly  give  me  the  benefit  of  your 
valuable  experience  to  the  above  question  Is  pater- 
uo.stenng  a better  and  more  deadly  way  of  fishing  for 
.l^ack  than  snap,  and  whether  one  is  more  liable  to  get 
bigger  fish  with  the  paternoster  ?— I am,  &c., 

, . Charles  Dejonge. 

Lit  tlie  water  is  not  too  weedy  you  can  cover  it  better 
with  the  paternoster,  if  you  know  how  to  work  it 
properly,— Ed.]  

EELS’  EYES. 

In  reply  to  “ A.  C.  H.”  re  the  above,  what  I did 
say  was  Hiis : Bream  and  barbel  grubbing  on  the 

bottom  wll  turn  their  eyes  on  an  object,”  &c.  I never 
doubted  fash  being  able  to  do  this  in  water  ; but  I have 
never  seen  either  fish  or  eels  turn  their  eyes  about  when 
on  Laud,  and  certainly  have  never  seen  “ the  shiny  neck 
of  an  eel  curve  and  dart  ds  head  at  one’s  finger,”  as 
described  by  Dr  Emerson,  and  I don’t  suppose  I ever 
shall.  1 doubt  if  eels  have  the  power  to  perform  this 
darting  business  when  on  land.— I am,  &c. 

Mark  Antony. 


TROUT-FISHING  HINTS. 

It  is  useless  to  cast  flies  upon  muddy  waters 

Sunrise  and  sunset  are  the  best  times  for  fishing,  as 
the  nsh  are  then  looking  for  food. 

In  fly-fishing  where  there  are  large  trout,  keep  the  fly 
a few  inches  under  water. 

Keep  as  quiet  as  possible,  and  do  not  let  your  shadow 
tall  across  the  water.  Fish  facing  the  aun. 

For  early  spring  fishing  use  small  flies. 

Whenever  possible  fish  down-stream,  as  trout  always 
lay  with  their  head  up-stream,  the  direction  from  which 
any  food  will  come  to  them. 

All  bait  while  in  the  water  should  be  kept  in  motion. 


SPINNING  POE  JACK. 

Sir,  W ill  .you  let  me  know  through  the  Gazette  how 
long  spinning  lasts  for  jack  f— I am,  &c.,  H.  D. 

:\ou  may  sinn  for  jack  until  Marcli’ ir>,  after  which 
tlie  three  months^  close  season  conamences.  ] 

near  ST.  IVES,  CORNWALL. 

V , “®  rod-fishing,  fresh 

or  salt,  IS  to  be  had  in  above  locality  during  the  winter 
months  .•'—I  am,  &c.,  We.stwaed  Bound. 

[Some  good  sea-fishing  may  be  had  during  the  winter 
months  effher  Irom  the  pier  or  boat.  Trout  would  be 
the  principal  fresh-water  fishing,  but  it  is  now  the  close 
season. 


He  : “ I’m  quite  a near  neighbour  of  yours  now  I’ve 
taken  a,  house  on  the  river.”  “ She  : “ Oh,  well ' I hope 
you  11  drop  in  some  day.”  ^ 

The  Guard’s  Excuse  I— I have  always  been  given  to 
understand  that  there  are  railway  rules  enacting  that 
dogs  shall  not  ride  in  passenger  compartments  ; but  the 
other  day  I observed  a big  and  ferocious  bulldog  walk 
into  a CM-riage  and  appropriate  a whole  seat,  and 
ride  a distance  ot  twenty-four  miles  unmolested  On 
asking  the  guard  why  he  did  not  eject  it,  he  exclaimed, 

Ji.e  iiaci  such  a meaning  smile  on  his  countenance  — 
Cream. 

Taking  Fish  Illegally  on  the  Wey  — On  Wed- 
nesday  at  the  Chertsey  Petty  Sessions,  William  White 
and  Arthur  Dunn  were  summoned  for  taking  fish  other- 
wise than  by  angling  in  the  River  Wey  Navigation  at 
Addlestone,  in  water  rented  by  the  London  Anglers’ 
Association  -Mr.  H.  Kelly,  solicitor,  appeared  on 
behalt_  of  the  Association  and  the  Wey  Navigation 
Wliite  s case  was  taken  first,  and  Mr,  Kelly,  in  address- 
ing  the  Bench,  stated  that  the  water  having  been  drawn 
off  at  Addlestone,  Messrs.  Norman  and  Huntley 
honorary  water  bailiff's,  were  sent  down  by  the  associa- 
tion to  watch  the  fishery.  Whilst  there  they  saw  AVhite 
with  some  fash  m his  possession  which  he  had  taken 
from  the  water.  William  Norman,  said  that  on  Oct.  3 
he  went  down  from  London  to  watch  the  water,  finding 
upon  arnval  a number  of  people  in  the  stream  destroy- 
ing the  fish  with  sticks  and  other  articles.  White  was 
amongst  them,  and  was  striking  at  the  fish  with  a large 
stick.  Witness  ordered  him  out  of  the  water,  but  he 
rMused  to  eave  it,  saying  that  the  association  had  no 
right  over  the  water.  He  also  said  he  paid  Is.  a year 
to  fash  there,  and  he  meant  having  the  fish  out  either  by 
fair  means  or  foul.  Afterwards,  when  he  came  out  of  the 
water, witness  sawabreamof  about  2Jlb.  in  his  possession. 
John  Huntley,  another  water  bailiff,  corroborated  the 
witness  Norman  s evidence.  The  defendant  denied 
being  ordered  out  of  the  water.  In  the  case  of  Arthur 
^unn,  Wm.  Norman  (the  water  bailiff)  said  that  when 
they  arrived  at  Addlestone  the  defendant  was  the  first 
man  they  saw._  He  had  his  ti'onsers  tucked  up,  and  was 
in  the  water  with  a punt  below  the  mill.  Two  lads  were 

and  he  was  destroying 
the  fash  as  fast  as  he  could  with  a long  stick.  After 
killing  the  fish  he  put  them  in  the  punt,  and  they  sub- 
sequently secured  the  punt,  and  found  about  L51b.  of 
pike,  roach,  and  bream  in  it.  The  defendant  said  he 
had  a r^Rt  over  the  water;  ho  paid  to  have  his  punt 
theie.  The  Clerk  .-  But  that  does  not  give  you  the  right 
to  destroy  the  fish.  John  Huntley,  water  bailiff,  said 
he  saw  the  defendant  striking  the  fish,  and  he  handed 
f who  he  was.  It  weighed 

about  Hb  Another  man  named  Tayler  had  also  been 
summoned  along  with  White  and  Dunn,  but,  on  a youn<r 
man  stepping  forward,  Mr.  Norman  said  that  he  was 
not  the  man  called  ‘ Boat  Punter.”  He  was  an  old  man. 
the  summons  had  been  served  on  the  wrong  man  The 
Clerk  : Ymi  did  not  see  this  man  there  The  witness  : 
summons  was  at  once  withdrawn.  The 
Bench  then  fined  the  defendants  10s.  each  and  Is.  each 
the  cost  of  the  fish. 


A FINE  DISH  OF  MACKEREL. 

^It  was  a capital  joke,  and  did  no  hurt  to  anybody 
although  one  or  two  of  the  party  were  slightly  inclined 
to  take  offence  when  first  the  thing  was  explained. 
Hut  tfaeir  vexation  was  only  momentary,  and  they  were 
soon  able  to  laugh  heartily  at  the  trick  played  upon 
them.  However,  I had  better  begin  at  the  beginning, 
and  the  tale  will  the  sooner  be  told. 

We  live  in  one  of  the  prettiest  villages  on  the  Cornish 
coast,  not  far  from  an  important  seaport  town  From 
our  one-sided  streets  and  terraces  up  the  hill,  you  can 
olitain  the  most  charming  views  of  coast  scenery- 
picturesque  purple  cliffs,  and  rugged  headlands  running 
out,  one  behind  the  other,  into  the  deep  blue  of  the  sea, 
101  many  miles  to  east  and  west,  and  throwing  out  arms 
to  form  harbours  within  harbours. 

In  the  seaport  town  there  dwells  a kind-hearted 
pntleman  who  owns  a splendid  sailing  yacht,  which  he 
keeps  mainly  for  the  enjoyment  of  his  friends  ; and 
many  a pleasant  cruise  have  I enjoyed  in  her.  It  was 
Upon  her  deck  that  this  imposition  was  practised.  The 
perpetrator  was  a young  lady  whom  we  will  call  Miss 
Stephens,  and  she  had  organised  what  we  may  term  a 
marine  picnic,  having  obtained  the  loan  of  the  Plvawav 
lor  the  purpose. 

There  were  eight  or  nine  of  us  on  board,  some  natives 
and  some  visitors  from  diff'erent  parts,  who  were 
spending  their  summer  holiday  in  Cornwall.  It  was 
proposed  that  we  should  try  our  hands  at  fishing,  and 
there  being  a number  of  sea-lines  in  the  cabin,  these 
were  soon  got  out,  the  hooks  baited  and  cast  overboard  • 
and  whilst  conversation  became  general,  each  person 
had  a hand  over  the  side  and  grasped  a line.  There 
was  no  need  to  trouble  about  the  sailing  of  the  yacht 
tor  that  was  in  the  capable  hands  of  Captain  Andrew 
and  his  son  Tom.  Tom  was  a trustworthy  lad  of  about 
fatteen  years,  a capital  sailor,  and  by  no  means  averse 
to  a bit  of  fun.  It  is  quite  certain  that  many  fish  might 
have  been  caught  had  we  been  more  attentive  to  the 
I'lffgjngs  at  our  lines,  but  in  the  conversation  and  the 
merriment  that  went  on,  the  lines  were  but  little 
regarded,  and  the  bait  was  stolen. 

Our  hostess,  although  fully  bearing  her  part  in  the 
animated  talk,  was  keenly  alive  to  every  vibration  of 
her  line,  and  before  long  she  was  rewarded  by  hauling 
in  a fine  mackerel,  whose  silvery  sides  flashed  in  the 
brilliant  sunshine.  Calling  Tom  to  her  side  she 
whispered  a few  words  to  him,  to  the  effect  that  she 
would  like  Mr.  Pendarves,  a visitor  from  up  the 
country,  to  catch  a fish.  In  an  instant,  the  mackerel 
was  slipped  under  his  jersey,  and  under  the  pretext  of 
making  fast  some  cordage  behind  Mr.  Pendarves,  he 
quickly  hauled  in  that  gentleman’s  line,  hooked  on  the 
mackerel,  and  dropped  it  over  ; at  the  same  time  he  gave 
the  line  a little  tug,  and  called  out, — 

“ Quick,  mister,  you’ve  got  a fish  ! ” 

There  could  be  no  question  that  the  boy  was  right 
such  a tug  at  the  line  was  evidence  of  it ; the  line  was 
rapidly  drawn  up,  and  Tom,  eager  to  be  useful,  seized 
the  fash,  and  unhooked  it.  The  interest  in  fishing  now 
revived,  and  greater  attention  was  paid  to  every  little 
tightening  of  the  lines,  and  several  were  drawn  up 
unnecessarily.  Before  long,  Tom,  watching  for  the 
nght  moment,  had  hooked  the  fish  on  the  line  held  bv 
Mrs.  Vincent,  an  affable  lady,  who  had  been  givino'  her 
experiences  of  some  most  successful  mackerel-catching 
cruises.  The  line  was  pulled  by  the  same  nimble  fingers 
whose  owner  was  busy  coiling  a rope  behind  her. 

It  was  strange  that  nobody  made  the  slightest 
objection  to  Tom  unhooking  the  fish,  and  taking  them 
away’  it  was  thought,  to  a common  receptacle 
Probably,  the  fishers  reflected  that  this  was  done 
merely  to  protect  the  deck— always  kept  scrupulouslv 
ctoan  and  white— from  the  slimy  flapping  and  flopping 
ot  the  scaly  creatures.  However,  that  solitary  mackerel 
was  the  only  one  caught  that  day  ; but  it  was  brought 
up  on  the  hook  of  each  fisher  several  times,  and  at  the 
end  ot  the  day  s sport,  the  fish,  which  were  believed  to 
be  down  below,  were  mentally  counted  up.  From  a com- 
parison  of  results  it  appeared  that  seventeen  mackerel 
had  been  caught,  and  the  next  business  was  to  decide 
how  these  were  to  be  divided.  This  was  not  an  easv 
matter,  for  Miss  Stephens  laid  down  the  law  th.at  at 
least  two  must  be  sent  to  the  owner  of  the  yacht  as  an 
acknowledgement  of  his  kindness.  “Then,'”  said  she 
as  I invited  you,  I think  I am  entitled  to  two.”  This 
also  was  agreed  to;  then  Captain  Andrew  must  have 
two  for  taking  them  to  so  good  a fishing  ground ; and  so 
the  division  went  on,  until  they  found  that  the  seventeen 
would  not  go  round  in  this  liberal  fashion,  and  they  had 
to  adjust  the  whole  thing  again  and  again. 

Finally,  the  matter  was  satisfactorily  arranged  Miss 
Stephens,  to  facilitate  matters,  generously  waivin'o-  her 
claim,  and  then  the  party  fell  to  discussing  the 'most 
approved  fashions  for  preparing  mackerel  for  the  table 
and  the  respective  merits  of  fried,  boiled,  baked  and 
scrowled  ’ mackerel  were  set  forth.  Then  when  the 
time  came  for  landing,  each  one  called  for  his  fish  but 
Captain  Andrew  explained  that  he  would  clean  them 
and  send  them  round  to  the  houses  where  they  were 
T>  landed,  and  dispersed  to  our  homes. 

But  the  mackerel  came  not,  and  many  were  the  anxious" 
inquiries  made  concerning  them,  until,  a day  or  so  later 
the  truth  had  to  be  told,  and  each  made  aware  of  the 
trick  _ that  had  been  played.  Some  were  incredulous 
and  imagined  that  the  only  trick  in  the  matter  was 
being  played  then  ; others,  as  I have  hinted,  were  in- 
clined to  take  offence,  but  the  incident  ended  in  a hearty 
laugh  at  the  clever  way  in  which  that  one  poor  mackerel 
had  been  manipulated,  and  made  to  play  the  part  of 
seventeen,  like  a stage  army  going  off  at  the  left  wing 
and  coming  on  again  at  the  right— twenty  men  repre- 
senting a thousand.— E.  S.,  in  Roys 
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Jardine  asked  why  sport  up  the  Thames  had  deteinorated 
80  much  since  then,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that 
it  was  due  to  the  new  weirs ; the  ever-increasing  number 
of  anglers,  some  of  whom,  lie  regretted  to  say,  took  fish  far 
too  small ; to  the  speed  at  wliicli  steam  launches  were  al- 
lowed to  be  navigated  ; and  to  the  enormous  pleasure-boat 
tratlic.  Many  humorous  incidents  in  connection  with  the 
lecturer’s  experiences  were  related,  and  Mr.  Jardine  was 
loudly  applauded  on  concluding  a highly  interesting 
paper.  Several  (piestions  having  been  put  to  Mr. 
Jardine,  Mr.  .1.  B.  Close  proposed,  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Con- 
nellan  seconded,  a hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  lecturer, 
who,  in  reply,  expressed  the  pleasure  it  would  always 
give  him  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  society  and 
anglers  generally.  A cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  also 
passed  to  the  chairman  for  presiding,  and  the  meeting 
came  to  a conclusion.  Mr.  G.  Hoyle  will  read  the  next 
paper  at  headquarters  on  Friday,  Dec.  1,  on  “Two 
Rivers  of  the  West,’’  illustrated  by  dissolving  views. 
Mr.  Jardine  will  read  a paper  on  the  22nd  inst.,  under 
the  auspices  of  this  society,  at  the  Serapis  Angling  Club, 
Neville  Arms,  Neville-road,  Stoke  Newington,  when  it 
is  to  be  hoped  the  members  will  muster  in  good  force  to 
support  that  well-known  angler.  The  next  meeting  of 
the  society  will  take  place  at  the  Citizen,  70,  Hounds- 
ditch,  on  Friday,  Nov.  17,  at  8.30  p.m.  Mr.  A.  O. 
Bonsall  has  just  been  elected  a member  of  this  society. 


FISHEEY  BOARDS  AND  COUNTY  COUNCILS. 

Mb.  John  F’elu,  chairman  of  the  Lake  District 
Fishery  Board,  has  prepared  a report  to  the  coirnty 
councils  of  Cumberland,  Westmoreland  and  Lancashire, 
which  contains  many  points  of  interest  to  anglers  and 
others.  After  referring  to  the  past  exceptional  season, 
owing  to  the  early  and  prolonged  drought,  and  the 
serious  diminution  of  fish  in  many  streams,  presumably 
from  netting,  the  writer  recommends  that  an  effort 
should  be  made  to  stimulate  owners  and  lessees  of 
fisheries  to  encourage  the  free  ascent  to  the  breeding 
grounds  of  the  earliest  run  of  the  summer  fish,  in  the 
hope  that  these  may,  without  delay,  reach  their  spawn- 
ing grounds.  Pleasing  allusion  is  made  to  the  efforts  of 
the  Lake  District  Angling  Association  to  render  Winder- 
mere  and  other  adjacent  lakes  good  angling  grounds  ; 
and  the  subject  of  pollution  receives  a large  share  of 
attention.  “ Apart  from  their  fishery  value,”  says  Mr. 
Fell,  “ it  is  most  important  that  the  beautiful  streams 
and  lakes  within  the  district  of  the  board  should  be 
preserved  as  far  as  possible  from  all  sewage  or  noxious 
pollution,  and  in  this  the  county  councils  have  a common 
interest  and  duty.”  He  points  out  that  as  fishery 
conservators  are  now  appointed  by  county  councils,  it  is 
important  that  those  who  are  locally  interested,  whether 
as  owners  of  fisheries,  riparian  proprietors,  or  promoters 
of  the  general  improvement  of  the  salmon  and  trout 
fisheries;-  should  be  placed  on  the  boards,  in  order  to 
carry  out  with  zeal  and  judgment  the  valuable  Acts  of 
Parliament,  without  which  both  salmon  and  trout  and 
char  may  suffer  a material  diminution,  if  not  the  risk  of 
extinction.  County  councils  have  powers  not  possessed 
by  fishery  boards,  and  Mr.  Fell  reminds  the  former  of 
their  powers,  and  asks  their  assistance  and  co-operation 
as  far  as  possible. 


MEETING  OF  EDINBURGH  ANGLERS. 

As  the  result  of  an  extensive  correspondence  carried 
on  in  the  Edinburgh  evening  papers,  a meeting  of 
anglers  and  others  interested  in  the  re-stocking  of  the 
various  waters  in  the  Edinburgh  district  was  held  on 
Friday,  the  3rd  inst.,  in  Buchanan’s  Hotel.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Baillie  presided.  Mr.  A.  G.  Anderson  spoke  at  some 
length  on  the  advisability  of  a hatchery  being  formed 
on  the  Water  of  Leith.  This,  he  pointed  out,  could  be 
done  at  comparatively  little  expense,  and  would  be 
capable  of  re-stocking  not  only  the  river  but  all  the 
lochs  and  ponds  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  city — the 
hatchery  to  be  under  the  control  of  the  City  Corpora- 
tion. Mr.  J.  Cowan  also  spoke  of  the  suitability  of 
the  Water  of  Leith  as  a trout  stream,  and  advocated 
that  immediate  steps  be  taken  to  have  it  and  the  other 
waters  re-stocked.  Ultimately,  a committee,  with 
Mr.  Anderson  as  convener,  was  appointed  to  arrange 
for  a larger  and  more  representative  meeting  being  held. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  efforts  of  the  anglers  who 
are  interesting  themselves  in  the  matter  will  meet  with 
some  success,  as  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  get  a good 
day’s  fishing  within  easy  access  of  the  city. — A.  J.  C. 


so,  taking  a heavy  cargo  of  [irovisions  wherewith  to 
refresh  the  inner  man,  wo  embarked,  and  a sharp  pull  of 
two  miles  brought  the  boat  to  Heybridge  liasin,  where 
the  yacht  was  waiting.  Skipper  Joss  Clark  had  every- 
thing ready,  and  by  one  o’clock  the  Kale  was  heading 
down  the  estuary  of  the  Blackwater  under  a strong 
south-westerly  wind.  Tea  and  cofi'ee  were  prepared, 
and  a second  supper  i>artaken  of. 

After  a spin  of  about  five  miles  the  anchor  was 
dropped  for  the  night.  At  five  o’clock  sail  was  once 
more  made,  and  in  half  an  hour  wo  were  anchored  oil' 
the  “Dead  hole,”  and  after  breakfast  fishing  com- 
menced. A very  strong  tide  was  running  down,  carrying 
immense  iiuantities  of  long  weed  with  it,  which  clung 
round  the  line  and  hid  the  hooks  to  a great  extent,  but 
some  codling  and  flat  fish  were  taken,  none  of  them 
exceptionally  large;  however,  little  fi.sh  are  sweet. 

About  twelve  o’clock  we  once  more  weighed  anchor, 
and  made  up  for  Maldon,  arriving  at  Heybridge  Basin 
about  3.30,  after  a very  enjoyable  sail,  and  returned  to 
our  quarters  at  the  White  Lion,  tired,  but  very  pleased 
with  our  first  experience  of  sea-fishing  off  Maldon,  and 
with  the  determination  to  have  another  day  with 
“Joss,”  who  is  a thoroughly  competent  boatman,  and 
knows  where  the  feeding  grounds  of  the  fish  are.  Mr. 
Wrake,  of  the  White  Lion,  catered  for  the  party,  and 
gave  satisfaction.  London  anglers  desiring  a cheap 
sea-fishing  trip  could  not  do  better  than  try  Maldon. 
The  members  of  the  Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angling 
Society  will  always  be  pleased  to  give  London  anglers 
information  on  the  subject. 


SEEING  THE  LIVE  FISH  AT  CHICAGO. 

One  of  the  big  scaly-backed  monsters  in  the  fountain 
of  the  Fisheries  Building  fanned  his  tail  and  moved 
slowly  through  the  water.  On  the  railing  at  the  edge  of 
the  pool  sat  a tired  man  with  a baby  hanging  over  his 
arm.  If  the  fish  had  stuck  his  nose  out  of  the  water  he 
could  have  grabbed  the  man  by  the  coat-tail  and  pulled 
him  backward.  The  mother  was  standing  a few  feet 
away.  She  turned  around  and  saw  two  beady  eyes 
shining  up  through  the  water. 

“Hold  tight  to  that  child,”  she  said.  “If  you  ever 
drop  him  that  big  pike  would  gobble  him  right  up.” 

“ He  don’t  eat  babies,”  replied  the  husband,  calmly. 
“ Besides,  it  ain’t  a pike  ; it’s  a sturgeon.” 

“ Well,  he  looks  awful  mean,  anyway.”  The  husband, 
merely  to  reassure  her,  moved  a few  feet  further  along, 
and  let  the  baby  lie  over  his  shoulder  and  watch  the 
little  fish  chase  each  other.  The  aisles  were  crowded 
full  of  people,  who  had  found  that  a visit  to  the  Fisheries 
Building  was  almost  as  good  as  a dive  to  the  bottom  of 
the  ocean. 

It  is  in  this  place  where  you  may  stand  with  coral 
reefs  and  ring-tailed  shells  on  either  side  and  watch 
strange  fish  with  spikes  on  their  backs  open  their  mouths 
and  gape  until  each  one  looks  like  the  letter  O.  The 
sea  turtles  stand  on  their  heads  and  wave  yellow  flippers 
at  the  wide-eyed  crowd,  and  a devil  crab  makes  all  th  ? 
women  shiver  and  pull  the  children  away  from  the  glass. 
In  one  aquarium  they  have  so  many  catfish  that  they 
make  the  water  cloudy. 

In  front  of  one 'of  the  oases  there  was  a learned  dis- 
cussion. The  label  simply  said,  “ Anemone.”  On  the 
rocks  and  shells  were  some  things  shaped  like  stars  and 
mushrooms,  except  that  they  were  moss-coloured  and 
had  whiskers  floating  out  in  the  water.  “Annymone, 
what  the  dickens  are  they  ? ” asked  a man  with  a linen 
duster. 

“Some  kind  of  sea-weed,  I believe,”  said  an  elderly 
gentleman  in  a patronising  manner. 

“ No,  they  ain’t,  they’re  animals,”  broke  in  a third. 
“But,  sir,  they  are  stuck  fast  there  and  can’t  move,” 
said  the  elderly  gentleman. 

“ I know  that,  but  they  reach  out  with  those  whiskers 
and  grab  stuff  and  feed  themselves  that  way.” 

“ Well,  that’s  the  first  time  I ever  heard  of  anything 
feedin’  itself  with  its  whiskers.” 

One  of  the  young  women  looked  at  the  gar-pike 
aquarium  and  murmured:  “What  long  bills  they 
have.”  Her  escort  smiled  in  a knowing  way  and  said  : 
“ That  is  not  a bill ; that  is  a proboscis,  I believe.” 

A Columbian  guard  on  duty  at  the  live  fish  section 
said  he  was  tired  of  hearing  the  same  old  jokes,  for 
nearly  every  young  man  who  came  in  with  a girl  said : 
“ When  I come  back  here  I’ll  bring  a hook  and  line.” — 
Times  Record. 
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THE  HKIHBURV  ANGLINO  SOCIETY  ANNUAL 
SUl’l’ER. 

The  29th  annual  supper  of  the  above  society  was  hold 
on  AVednosday,  Nov.  1,  at  the  Globe,  Upper  Tollington- 
road,  N.,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  .1.  K.  Devonshire, 
who  was  supported  by  Mr.  E.  W.  \\  hoatley,  the  son  of 
the  late  lamented  president  and  founder,  in  the  vice- 
chair,  and  as  largo  a company  of  anglers  and  friends 
(between  fifty  and  sixty)  as  the  spacious  club-room 
would  hold.  As  usual,  the  arrangements  were  made 
with  a completeness  thoroughly  to  bo  commended.  Upon 
the  walls  a first-class  exhibition  of  piscatorial  specimens 
is  arranged,  which  gave  grace  and  finish  to  the  pro- 
ceedings. 'The  cases  included  an  otter  and  a large  cor- 
morant shot  by  Mr.  Fox,  and  also  the  two  fine  specimen 
barbel,  weighing  respectively  7|lb.  and  S.jlb.,  caught 
this  season  by  Mr.  G.  Westrup,  a member  of  the  society. 
The  tables  were  daintily  decorated  with  flowers,  and 
the  repast  did  great  credit  to  Mr.  Morris,  of  Finsbury 
Park,  who  cater;  d for  the  occasion. 

After  the  loyal  and  patriotic  toasts  had  been  duly 
honoured,  the  Chairman  proposed  the  toast  of  the 
evening,  viz.,  “ The  Highbury  Angling  Society,”  and 
stated  the  pleasure  it  gave  him  of  being  able  to  say  that 
the  society  was  in  a most  flourishing  condition  both 
financially  and  also  as  regards  members,  there  being 
over  fifty  gentlemen  now  enrolled.  The  name  of  the 
popular  and  indefatigable  secretary,  Mr.  G.  H.  Ruther- 
ford, was  coupled  with  the  toast,  who  responded,  and 
thanked  the  company  for  drinking  his  health,  and  he 
trusted  that  the  society  would  be  as  successful  in  the 
future  as  it  had  been  in  the  past,  being,  as  it  was  well 
known  to  be,  one  of  the  foremost  societies  in  the  angling 
world. 

The  vocal  and  instrumental  concert  was  then  pro- 
ceeded with,  a large  number  of  well-known  and 
talented  artists  having  been  invited.  Mr.  John  Brittan 
opened  with  a selection  on  the  pianoforte,  of  which  he 
is  so  capable  a master.  The  following  songs  were  then 
contributed,  and  where  so  much  talent  was  displayed  it 
would  be  invidious  to  particularise:  Mr.  E.  W. 

Wheatley,  “The  Arab’s  Farewell  to  His  Steed”;  Mr. 
G.  H.  Rutherford,  “ Not  a Return  ” ; Mr.  W.  James, 
“Watch  with  My  Love  ” ; Mr.  F.  J.  Barrett,  “ Have 
Another”;  Mr.  A.  Rowley,  “Down  the  Old  River”; 
Mr.  E.  Rutland,  “ While  London  Sleeps”  ; Mr.  Holden 
Walker,  “ When  Bright  Eyes  Glance  ” ; Mr.  Bernard 
Clayton,  “Good  Old  Days  of  Adam”;  Mr.  M.  A. 
Hamilton,  “ The  Lass  that  Loves  a Sailor  ” ; Mr.  Walter 
Perrins,  “The  Island  of  Dreams”;  Mr.  J.  Burton, 
“ The  Bay  of  Biscay  ” ; Mr.  J.  W.  Watson.  “ I Remem- 
ber ” ; and  the  duet  “Army  and  Navy”  by  Messrs. 
Holden  Walker  and  M.  A.  Hamilton.  Mr.  A.  Reynault 
gave  a flute  solo,  “Chant  Bohemien,”  and  Mr.  E. 
Hughes  a violin  solo,  both  of  which  were  thoroughly 
enjoyed.  The  second  part  was  opened  by  a humorous 
song  by  Mr.  Bernard  Clayton;  Mr.  Walter  Perrins, 
“ The  Venetian  Song”;  Mr.  E.  Rutland,  “ Something 
Seems  to  Tell  Me  ” ; Mr.  F.  J.  Barrett,  “ The  Last 
’Bus  ” ; Mr.  A.  Rowley,  “ When  the  Tide  Comes  In  ” ; 
concluding  with  “We  Did  Have  a Lively  Time,”  by 
Mr.  G.  H.  Rutherford,  which  brought  the  concert  to  a 
close,  all  agreeing  that  the  supper  had  gone  off  most 
successfully,  and  a very  enjoyable  evening  spent  ; in 
fact,  in  the  words  of  the  last  song,  “We  did  have  a 
lively  time.”  A hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  H.  Millar, 
the  host,  and  hostess,  also  to  the  chairman  and  artistes, 
was  proposed  and  drunk  with  musical  honours,  and  the 
proceedings  then  terminated. 


SOCIETY  FOE  PROMOTING  THE  READING  OF 
PAPERS  AT  ANGLING  CLUBS. 

On  Friday  night,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Society 
for  Promoting  the  Reading  of  Papers  at  Angling  Clubs, 
a meeting  of  anglers  took  place  at  The  Citizen,  70, 
Houndsditch,  City,  the  occasion  being  the  inaugural 
paper  of  the  season.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  H.  J. 
Tibbatts,  and  there  was  a crowded  attendance  of 
anglers,  the  interest  manifested  in  the  proceedings 
auguring  well  for  the  society’s  future  prosperity.  In 
opening  the  meeting  the  chaii’man  read  a letter  from 
Mr.  T.  E.  Sachs,  President  of  the  Piscatorial  Society, 
dated  Deal,  Nov.  3,  in  which  the  veteran  angler  wished 
success  to  the  gathering,  and  said  that  Mr.  Jardine 
could  relate  many  interesting  records  of  his  angling 
career  in  a way  that  would  go  home  to  them  as  truth. 
The  chairman  then,  in  a few  suitable  words,  concluded 
by  introducing  the  lecturer  to  those  present.  Mr. 
Alfred  Jardine,  who  had  a very  cordial  reception,  then 
read  his  paper,  which  was  entitled,  “Angling  Ways  and 
Angling  Days,”  in  the  course  of  which  he  gave  an 
interesting  account  of  his  fifty  years’  experience  as  an 
angler. 

Reference  was  made  to  the  lecturer’s  angling  com- 
panions, who  had  included  Messrs.  Francis  Francis, 
J.  T.  Targett,  Thomas  Spreckley,  J.  P.  Gant,  J.  P. 
Wheeldon,  Eolfe,  E.  B.  Marston,  &c.,  whilst  the 
audience  followed  with  much  interest  Mr.  Jardine’s 
account  of  his  pike  and  trout  fishing  excursions. 
Thames  barhel  fishing  was  also  touched  upon,  and  in  this 
direction  he  warmly  denounced  those  anglers  who  were 
mean  enough  to  appropriate  another  angler’s  baited 
swim.  Speaking  of  angling  twenty-five  years  ago,  Mr. 


A SEA-FISHING  TRIP. 

On  Satui'day,  Oct.  30,  a party  of  London  anglers 
I determined  to  vary  their  sport  by  giving  sea-fishing  a 
trial.  Leaving  Liverpool-street  by  the  6.20  train  we 
arrived  at  Maldon  East  about  eight,  and  adjourned  to 
the  White  Lion  Inn,  where  a pleasant  evening  was 
spent  with  the  members  of  the  Maldon  and  Heybridge 
Angling  Society,  some  good  songs  and  recitations 
making  the  time  pass  rapidly.  An  able  appeal  from  the 
chairman  resulted  in  a substantial  addition  to  the 
Anglers’  Benevolent  box. 

At  twelve  o’clock  there  was  enough  water  to  float  the 
boat  which  was  waiting  at  the  back  of  the  White  Lion, 


REMINDERS. 

Don’t  make  a splice  too  short  when  mending  a broken 
rod.  Each  tapered  end  should  slightly  belly  so  as  to  fit 
snug  when  wound  with  the  wax  thread. 

Don’t  use  cheap  and  nasty  tackle.  You  must  give  a 
good  price  for  good  goods. 

Don’t  use  a dyed  feather  if  one  of  nature’s  own 
dyeing  can  be  procured.  Few  colours  are  absolutely  fast 
or  unfadeable. 

Don’t  use  strips  of  feathers  from  one  side  of  the  bird 
only.  Wings  for  flies  are  derived  each  from  a different 
wing  of  the  bird. 

Wind  and  fog  off  the  sea  will  tan  your  face  and  hands 
in  half  the  time  the  sun  requires  to  do  it. — Gameland. 


Chafed  Skin,  Piles,  Scalds,  Cuts,  Chilblains, 
Chapped  Hands.  Sore  Eyes,  Sunburn,  Earache. 
Neuralgic  and  Eheumatic  Pains,  Insect  Bites 
or  Stings,  Throat  Golds,  and -Skin  Ailments, 
QUICKLY  relieved  BY  USE  OP 

CALVERT’S  CARBOLIC  OINTMENT. 

Large  pots,  Is.  l^d.  each,  at  Chemists,  <&c.,  or 
post  free  for  value. 

F.  C.  CAJ.V£RT  & CO.,  Manchester. 

Awarded  GO  Gold  & Silver  Medals  & Diplomas. 


THE  OLDEST  & LARGEST 

COMPANY  INSURING  AGAINST 

ACCIDENTS  OE  ALL  KINDS. 

[AT  HOME,  OR  IN  THE  STREETS,  AT  WORK,  OK  AT  PLAY.] 

THE  RAILWAY  PASSENGERS’  ASSURANCE  COMPANY, 

64  CORNHILL,  LONDON. 


Established  1837. 

Hew  Books,  Old  Books,  Bare  Books, 

Also  out  of  print  Publications,  Rack  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  &c.  Every  number  of  “The  Pub- 
lishers’Circular  AND  Booksellers'  Record” 
(published  every  Friday,  price  ltd.)  contains 
advertisements  respecting  “ Books  Wanted,”  and 
announcements  of  new  works.  A prospectus, 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a post-card  request  for  it,  to  the  Pro- 
prietors of  the  Publishers'  Circular,  St.  Dunstan'i 
ilou.so,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
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GUIDE  TO  PISHING  TACKIE  MAKEES  IN  GEEAT  BEITAIN  AND  lEELAND. 


Aberdeen. — Wm.  Beown,  64,  George-st. 

Alnwick  —Hardy  Bros.,  L.  & N.  British 
Works. 

Ampthill — Ed.  White,  Market. 

Andover,  Hants.— E.  Chamberlain. 

Ashbourne. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Beccles  — R.  Tilnet  & Son. 

Barnstaple,  N.  Devon.— J.  Rowe,  62, 
High-street. 

Belfast. — J.  Braddell  & Son,  21,  Castle- 
place. 

Birmingham. — Samuel  B.  Allport, 
50,  WhittaU-street. 

C.  Bowler,  9,  Thomas-st.,  Vanghan-st. 

T.  Heath,  52,  Alma-street,  Aston. 

Reuben  Heaton,  161-5,  Hospital-st. 

J.  Keeling,  7,  Digbeth. 

James  Morgan,  2|-,  Aston-road. 

W.  Newell,  11,  Great  Western  Arcade. 

Nutting  & Co.,  70,  Edgbaston-street. 

J.  Powell,  40,  St.  Paul’s-sqnare. 

W.  H.  Ryder  & Sons,  33-36,  Slaney-st. 

Wm.  Sternberg,  43,Soho-hiU. 

Bishop  Auckland  — w.  J.  Cummins, 
Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Works. 

Blackburn  — James  GREasoN,Penny-st. 

Bolton. — W.  Bleakley,  83,  Newport-st. 

Bridgend.— R.  H.  Dyer,  19  & 20,  Queen- 
street. 

Bridport. — Joseph  Gundry  & Co.,  Net, 
Line,  and  Twine  Manufacturers. 

William  James. 

George  Kenway. 

W.  Tucker,  Manufacturer. 

Builth,  Wells  . — Septimus  Price,  12, 
High-street. 

Burton  - on  - Trent.— T.  Horne,  106, 
High-street. 

Buxton,  Derbyshire.— J-  Banks,  37, 

Spring-gardens. 

CardiflF— G.  M.  Burridge,“  Silver  Fish,” 
Bridge-street. 

William  Davies,  257,  Cowbridge-road. 

Carlisle.— R.  ^RONG,  Castle-street. 

Castle  Connell. — J.  Enright  & Sons. 

Cheltenham. — James  Ogden,  28,  Winch- 
comb-street. 

Ogden  & Scotford,  Pittville.  [Whole- 
sale & Retail.] 

Chudleigh,  Devon  — J.  B.  Truman. 

Clitheroe. — Thomas  Robinson,  3,  Wes- 
leyan-road. 

Croydon.— Thomson  & Co.,  10,  High-st. 

Darlington. — J.  F.  Smythe. 

Derby — T.  Simpson,  55,  Carrington-st. 


Dublin. — C.  Weekes  & Co.,  26  & 27, 
Essex-qnay.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Eton. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Exeter. — w.  Osborne,  251,  High-street. 

E.  F.  Prickman,  12,  North-street. 

Exmouth.— Miss  Ellis,  Fly-Tier,  13, 
Danby-terrace. 

Fairford,  Hlos. — Samuel  Burge. 

Felton  — W.  Dobson,  West  Thurston. 

Great. Yarmouth. — E.  Hannant,  102, 
Market-gates. 

H.  Salinger,  40,  South  Market-road. 

Hereford  — T.  Cooke,  22J,  Maylord-st. 

Hertford.— SiMSON  & Co.,  Market-place. 

Hull. — H.  Booth,  21,  Paragon-street. 

Hungerford. — Freeman  Bros.,  Bridge- 
street. 

Inverness.  — J.  Graham  & Co.,  27, 
Union-street. 

Kingsbridge,  S.  Devos. — S.  Perrott, 
109,  Fore-street. 

Kingsland,  Herefordshire,  R.S.O.— 

R.  T.  Williams,  Lugg  Cottage. 

Kingston-on-Thames  —J.R.  Richard- 
son, 67,  High-street. 

J.  E.  Willingham,  11,  Union-street 

Langholm. — J oe  Anderson,  59,  High-st. 

Leamington  Spa.— J.  Hobson. 

Leeds. — Linsley  Bros.,  10,  Commercial- 
street. 

Francis  M.  Walbran,  19,  New 
Station-street. 

S.  Willsdon,  43,  Park-lane. 

Leicester. — R.  Flude,  5,  West-bridge. 

Leyburn,  Yorks.- J.  F.  Lyon,  Post 
Office. 

Limerick. — A.  Nestor,  George-street. 
[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Lincoln. — Andrews  & Parkinson,  36, 
Melville-street. 

J.  W.  Walker,  10,  Waterside. 

Liverpool.  — w.  Ramsbottom,  148, 
North  John-street. 

H.  Whitty,  15,  Basnett-street. 

R.  Whitty,  14,  Tithebarn-street. 

Llandovery,  Wales.  — Evan  Davies, 
High-street. 

London. — s.  Allcock  & Co.,  60,  Queen 
Victoria-street.  [Wholesale  only.] 

T.  Aldred,  110,  Edgware-road,  N.W. 

Alfred  & Son,  20,  Moorgate-st.,  E.C. 

T.  Barnett,  26,  Church-street,  Edg- 
ware-road. 


London — Continued. 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  53,  Gresham- 
street.  [Wholesale  only.] 

J.  Bernard  & Sons,  5,  Church-place, 
Piccadilly. 

Mrs.  L.  J.  Brocas,  Fly-Tier,  5, 
Rochester -row,  S.W. 

C.  J.  Brown,  7,  Walton-street,  S.W. 
Mrs.  A.  Bulmer,  62,  Wandsworth-road, 
S.W. 

Carter  & Peek,  137,  St.  John-street- 
road,  E.C. 

R.  Dillon,  78,  Victoria-road,  Kentish 

Town. 

H.  Dunhill,  125-127,  Euston-rd.,  N.W. 
Eaton  & Deller,  6 & 7,  Crooked-lane, 
E.C. 

J.  Gillett,  40,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 

[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

J . E.  Gold,  17,  Oakley-street,  Waterloo- 
road,  S.E. 

J.  W.  Hatton,  215,  Cambridge-road,  E. 
G.  W.  Hemens,  171,  New  North-road,  N. 
T.  Holbrow  & Co.,  9,  Eagle-place, 
Jermyn-street. 

Holroyd  Bros.,  59,  Gracechurch-street, 

E.C. 

G.  Little  & Co.,  63,  Haymarket,  S.W. 
G.  Main,  45,  Jermyn-street,  St.  James’s. 

G.  Partridge,  “ The  Golden  Perch,” 

402,  Oxford-street,  W. 

William  Poole,  104a,  Broadwall,  S.E. 
B.  Potter  & Co.,  225,  High  Holborn. 

S.  Price  & Co.,  8,  Seymour-street, 

Euston-square. 

H.  Richardson  & Co.,  Ye  Pluckie 
Perche,  77,  Finsbury-pavement. 

T.  H.  SowERBUTTS  & Son,  151,  Com- 

mercial-street, E. 

A.  J.  Spashott,  55a,  Maryland  Point,  E. 

T.  Unstead,  3,  Penton-street,  Penton- 
ville,  N. 

A.  Williams,  84,  Tork-street,  Bryan- 
ston- square,  W. 

F.  T.  Williams  & Co.,  “ Silver  Trout,” 
10,  Great  Queen-street,  W.C. 

Lostwithiol. — C.  Geach,  Fancy  Reposi- 
tory. 

Macclesfield.— J.  H.  Fearn,  38,Chester- 
gate. 

Manchester. — w.  Chambers  & Co.,  25, 
Market-place. 

R.  Ramsbottom,  81,  Market-street. 
Newark. — D.  Slater  & Co.,  Stodman-st. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.— J.  R.  Bolton, 
147,  Northumberland-street. 
Murton.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Thos.  Pape,  27,  Collingwood-street. 

Northampton.  — Geo.  Timms,  6,  The 
Green. 


Norwich  — A.  J.  Rudd,  54,  London-st. 


Nottingham  — F.  Crofts,  46,  Sussex-st. 

S.  Dales,  7,  St.  John-street. 

Ed.  Dance,  1a,  Sussex- street. 

Chas.  Jackson,  23,  Carrington-street. 

J.  Theaker,  10,  Canal-street. 

W.  Wells  & Co.,  1,  Sussex-street. 

E.  West,  28,  Sussex-street. 

Oakham. — J-  E.  Whitehouse,  Rutland 
Gun  and  Cartridge  Works. 

Omagh. — John  White,  30,  Market-st. 

Oxford,- — Jambs  Innes,  42,  Queen-st. 

Plymouth.  — Thomas  Brooks,  30a, 
Southside-street. 

C.  & R.  Brooks,  Stonehouse. 

Heading. — J.  Perry  & Co.,  6,  Minster- 
parade. 

Redditch.— S.  Allcock  & Co.,  Standard 
Works.  [Wholesale  only.] 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  Abbey  Mills. 
[Wholesale  only.] 

Alfred  Booker  & Co.,  Midland  Needle 
and  Fish  Hook  Works. 

H.  Milward  & Son,  Washford  Mills. 

W.  Vale  & Son,  Studley.  [Wholesale 
only.] 

Richmond  - on  - Thames  — Gaynor  & 
Son,  4,  Bridge-street. 

Everard  Ripley,  5,  King-street. 

H.  L.  Platt,  57,  Hill-rise. 

Richmond,  York*. — Chas.  Spencer 
Finkle-street. 

Rothbury — W.  Mavin. 

J.  SOULSBY. 

Scarborough  — s.  M.  Patrick,  5, North- 
street,  Newboro’. 

Wm.  j.  Clarke,  44,  Huntress-row. 

Southampton. — Cox  & Macpherson, 
62,  High-street. 

Cox  & Son,  28,  High-street. 

Swansea — R.  Evans  & Co.,  Swansea 
Sporting  Depot,  Castle  Bailey-st. 

Taunton. — George  Hinton,  Fore-st. 

Thetford- — G.  H.  Reynolds,  Anchor 
Commercial  Hotel. 

Thrapston. — A.  Bargh,  Bridge-st. 

Torrington,  N.  Devon.— J-  D.  Bastard, 
Torridge  House. 

Uppingham,  Rutlands.  — J.  L. 

Andrews,  High-street. 

Walthamstow  — D.  Bennett,  137, 
Hoe-street  North. 

Wolverhampton — T.  Shakespeare,  9, 
Market-street. 

York. — H.  T.  Lloyd,  Sportsman’s  Depot 
Davy- gate. 


SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON 

LORD  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL’S  TRAVELS  IN  MASHONALAND. 

MEN,  MINES,  AND  ANIMALS  IN  SOUTH 

AFRICA.  By  LORD  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL.  With  numerous  Illus- 
trations and  Route  Map.  Third  and  Cheaper  Edition.  Crown  8vo,  cloth,  Gs. 

4'ENTH  AND  CHEAPER  EDITION  JUST  READV. 

TEN  YEARS’  CAPTIVITY  IN  THE  MAHQI’S 

CAMP,  1882-1892.  From  tlie  Original  Manusci'ipts  of  Father  Josepli  Ohrwalder, 
late  Priest  of  the  Austrian  Mission  Station  at  Delen.  in  Kordofan.  By  MAJOR 
F.  R.  WINGA'PE,  R.A.  Fully  Illustrated,  Revised,  and  Condensed.  Crown 
8vo,  cloth  extra,  Gs. 

TWO  ROVING  ENGLISHWOMEN  IN  GREECE. 

By  ISABEL  J.  ARMSTBONU.  With  Portraits  and  numerous  Illustrations. 
Crown  8vo,  cloth,  6s. 

THE  LAND  OF  POCO  TIEMPO tho  Great  American 

Mystery.  ^By  CHARLES  E.  LUMMIS,  Author  of  “ A Tramp  Across  the 
Continent,  <Cc.  Numerous  Illustrations  from  Photographs  and  Sketches  by 
the  Autlior.  Demy  8vo,  clotli  extra,  price  19s.  Gd. 


& COMPANY’S  NEW  BOOKS 

IMPORTANT  NEW  WORK  JUST  READY. 

MY  DARK  COMPAIIOKS  AED  THEIR 
STRANGE  STORIES. 

By  HE15JRY  IVI.  STJ5.N1L,E Y,  B.C.IL..,  &c. 

Witli  over  GO  Illu.stratioii.s  liy  W alter  W.  Buckley  1 vol.  small  demy  8vo, 

clotli  extra,  7s.  Gd. 

A collection  ot  mylhological  stories,  which  are  both  interesting  anil  instructive.”— ZiniL/ 
leleijvaph. 

HOW  I SHOT  MY  BEARS;  or.  Two  Years’ Tent  Life  in 

Kullu  and  Lahoul.  By  Mrs.  R.  H.  TYACKE.  With  Maps  and  numerous 
Illustrations.  Crown  8vo,  cloth,  7s.  Gd. 

‘‘  Something  really  new  and  original  in  the  literature  of  sport Mrs.  Tyacke's  tone  iiS 

always  lively,  her  style  i.s  pleasant,  graphic,  and  accurate,  and  her  hook  \a  charming.”—  World. 


SAMPSON  LOW,  MAPSTON  & COMPANY, 


Limited,  St.  IJuiistan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 
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ANGLING  FIXTURES. 

November  12.  

Anchor  and  Hope  : Match  at  Amborloy. 

Anglers’  Pride:  Matoh  at  Woking. 

Battersea  United  : Match  at  Piilborongh. 

Brompton  : Match  at  Henley. 

Cliasold  : Match  at  Harlow. 

Dalston  : Match  at  Cheshnnt. 

Harry  Avia’s  peg-down  match. 

Horseferry  : Match  at  Kingston. 

Izaak  Walton  : Prize  outing. 

Mildraay  : Match  at  Langford  Hall. 

Original  Alexandra  : Supper  match. 

Sociable  Brothers  : Match  at  Amberley. 

St.  Thomas’s  : Match  at  Staines. 

November  13. 

Alma  : Smoking  concert. 

Anglers’  Association  : Renting  and  Preservation  Com- 
mittee meeting. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  : Visit. 

Cobden  : Concert. 

Slough  and  Langley  : Matoh. 

November  14. 

Gresham ; Supper. 

November  18. 

Beading  Wanderers  : Match  at  Caversbam. 


Nov.  19.- 
„ 19.- 

„ 19. 

„ 19.- 
„ 19. 

„ 19. 

„ 19. 

19. 


19.- 

19.- 

21.- 

22. 

22. 

23. 

23. 

27. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 
3 
3, 


Dec. 


3. 

10 


FIXTURES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 
-Eustonian  : Match  at  Woking. 

-Good  Intent ; Christmas  prize  outing  at  Ware. 
-Great  Eastern  : Match. 

-Havelock  : Match  at  Shepperton. 

-Phoenix  : Match  (roving). 

-Queen’s  Piscatorials  : Match  at  Uxbridge. 
-Royal  Oak  : Matoh  at  Roydon. 

-Slough  and  Langley  : Match  in  Grand  Junc- 
tion Canal. 

-Wellington  : Match  at  Twickenham. 

-Wenlock  : Roving  match  on  the  Lea. 

-Crown  and  Buckland : Central  visit. 

-Izaak  Walton  : Distribution  and  supper. 
-Serapis  : Beading  by  Mr.  Jardine. 

-Allason  United  : Anglers’  Association  visit. 
-Clapham  Junction  : Supper  and  distribution. 
— City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  : Visit. 

— Prince  of  Wales  : Concert. 

— Pixie  Brothers  . Supper. 

. — Crown  and  Buckland  : Supper. 

— Westminster : Supper. 

. — Burton  Piscatorials  : Match. 

. — City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  : Match  at 
Windsor. 

— Cobden  : Outing. 

— Bloomsbury  Brothers  : Christmas  outing. 


JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAY. 


The  Lord  Mayor’s  Show  annually  brings  round  a 
reminder  that  Nov.  9 is  the  birthday  of  H R H.  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  who,  in  all  classes  of  sport  has,  from 
boyhood,  proved  himself  to  be  an  adept.  In  the  saddle, 
in  his  younger  days,  he  was  no  mean  performer,  and 
when  on  a visit  to  Lord  Spencer,  at  Althorp,  about 
1860,  the  Pytchley  met  at  Welton  House,  and  again  at 
Holdenby  House  (immortalised  by  Whyte  Melvjlle  in 
“ Holmby  House  ”),  he  rode  as  straight  as  a gun-barrel. 
Melton,  Market  Harborough,  Rugby,  and  Leamington 
men  were  there  in  scarlet  by  hundreds,  and  few  of  them 
who  saw  H.R.H.  riding  beside  the  lovely  Countess  of 
Spencer  will  ever  forget  the  scene.  Probably  one  of  the 
largest  fields  ever  witnessed  were  grouped  round  hounds, 
huntsman, and  whip  in  one  of  the  most  picturesque  Roman 
amphitheatres  to  be  found  in  England,  awaiting  the 
advent  of  the  Master  and  his  guest.  With  the  gun,  too, 
the  Prince  can  hold  his  own,  and  at  Newmarket,  Ascot, 
Goodwood,  and  Sandownhis  presence  always  lends  lustre 
to  the  meeting.  To  us,  however,  his  love  of  the  salmon 
rod  is  of  chief  interest,  and  we  are  told  he  has  a keen 
eye  for  a rising  fish,  and  can  make  a sure  cast  second  to 
none.  We  can  quite  believe  it,  for  is  not  the  Princess 
of  Wales  an  ardent  and  successinl  fly-fisher,  and  must 
not  this  love  of  fishing  in  Highland  loch  and  stream  be 
almost  hereditary,  as  the  Duchess  of  Fife  is  also  exceed- 
ingly fond  of  this  sport?  In  addition  to  this,  H.R.H.  is 
always  at  the  disposal  of  promoters  of  every  object  for 
the  advancement  of  his  fellow  men,  and  the  Fishing 
Gazette  wishes  him  “ Many  happy  returns  of  the  day.” 
***#*## 

At  the  opening  meet  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Grenfell’s  Harriers, 
at  Taplow  Court,  which  took  place  on  Nov.  3,  the 
Master  and  Mrs.  Grenfell  entertained  a representative 
and  numerous  circle  of  guests.  After  the  breakfast  the 
Mayor  of  Maidenhead  (Mr.  Gardner)  proposed  the  health 
of  the  Master  of  the  Harriers  in  eulogistic  terms,  Mr. 
Grenfell,  in  responding,  was  greeted  most  enthusiasti- 
cally, and  in  returning  his  hearty  thanks,  commented  on 
the  strong  hold  hunting  had  on  Englishmen,  and  the 
false  cry  raised  by  penny-a-liners,  who  knew  little  of 
the  subject,  and  at  all  points  displayed  their  inability 
to  deal  with  it ; in  regard  to  the  cruelty  of  stag  hunting, 
he  told  his  audience  “that  if  they  were  going  to  have  a 
comparison  of  sports,  he  would  give  fishing  the  palm.” 
There  was  a time  when  the  worthy  master  did  not  hold 
so  good  an  opinion  of  the  gentle  art,  and  we  are  delighted 
to  hear  that  our  beloved  sport  has  risen  to  the  premier 
place  in  so  good  an  all-round  man’s  estimation. 

******* 

A MAN  at  Ocosta,  Washington,  catches  crabs  in  an 
. ordinary  rat  trap  which  he  baits  and  lets  down  into  the 
water  with  a line. 


The  ever-ready,  ever-willing  Epsom  Angling  Society 
at  a recent  meeting  received  an  intimation  from  their 
hon.  sec.  (Mr.  E.  W.  Hailes)  that  an  application  had 
been  made  for  assistance  in  the  case  of  Wm.  Talbot, 
who  was  drowned  at  the  competition  at  Amberley.  The 
sum  of  £l  Is.  Cd.  was  collected  in  the  room,  and 
forwarded  to  the  proper  quarter. 

******* 

The  secretary  of  the  Ogmore  Angling  Association 
recently  found  on  the  edge  of  the  Ogmore  river,  near 
Newcastle  mill  weir,  a sea  trout  of  remarkable  size.  It 
had  been  caught  by  an  otter,  which  Mr.  Bartlett  had  no 
doubt  disturbed,  as  the  fish  was  still  alive.  It  was  a 
female  fish,  full  of  matured  spawn,  to  which  the  otter 
had  helped  itself  liberally.  It  weighed  nearly  101b.,  and 
would  probably  kave  been  fully  121b.  before  being  killed, 
and  was  33in.  long. 

******* 

The  following  letter  will  give  an  idea  of  the  sport  to 
be  obtained  at  Slapton  Ley  : — A visitor  (Mr.  Wentworth 
D.  Gray)  “ had  twenty-four  days’  fishing  and  shooting  at 
the  Royal  Sands  Hotel,  Slapton,  South  Devon.  During 
this  time  he  caught  ninety  pike,  including  one  of  101b. 
and  three  of  8^1b.,  average  on  whole  5|lb.  He  also 
caught  upwards  of  1000  rudd  and  perch.  On  the  sea 
facing  the  hotel  he  caught  504  mackerel,  seven  conger 
eels,  and  a bass  of  41b.  He  also,  during  that  period, 
had  excellent  sport  with  both  fur  and  feather,  and  made 
an  excellent  bag  each  time.” 

******* 

We  have  received  the  following  from  the  Forest  Gate 
Piscatorials  : “ No  business  was  transacted  at  our  usual 
weekly  meeting  on  Wednesday  night,  in  consequence  of 
the  report  that  the  respected  chairman,  Mr.  William 
Holloway  Talbot,  had  died  suddenly  at  5.30  that  day. 
He  fell  asleep,  and  while  so,  turned  over  on  his  face  and 
was  suffocated.  He  will  be  buried  at  Ilford  Cemetery  on 
Monday  next  at  3 o’clock.  Much  sympathy  was  ex- 
pressed for  his  son  and  daughters  in  their  sudden 
bereavement.” 

******* 

HOW  IT  HAPPENED. 

They  used  to  wander  by  the  stream. 

When  Dick  his  Maud  was  wooing. 

Their  life  was  one  continual  round 
Of  billing  and  of  cooing. 

They  vowed  their  love  would  last  for  ever. 

That  naught  on  earth  their  hearts  could  sever. 
Now  Dick  was  fond  of  fishing,  and 
His  Maud  was  fond  of  standing 
Close  by  his  side  to  lend  her  aid 
When  fishes  wanted  landing. 

And  now  no  doubt  they  would  be  married. 

But  for  that  landing  net  she  carried. 

It  happened  thus  : One  day  he  hooked 
A monster  trout ; he’d  sought  it 
Full  oft,  at  last  success  was  his. 

And  to  the  side  he  brought  it. 

But  Maud,  alas  ! was  so  excited. 

She  missed  that  trout,  which  fled  delighted. 

And  from  that  day  they  never  spoke. 

And  Maud  is  meditating 
A breach  of  promise  suit,  and  Dick 
Is  wond’ring  and  debating. 

If  after  Maud  had  missed  that  beauty, 

To  marry  her  was  still  his  duty. 

One  thing  he  thinks  admits  no  doubt— 

If  only,  as  he’s  wishing. 

The  jury  are  twelve  honest  men. 

Who  love  the  sport  of  fishing, 

At  most  a farthing  or  a penny 
Will  be  the  damages,  if  any.  C.  G.  D. 

******* 

At  The  Citizen,  on  Friday  evening,  Nov.  3,  Mr. 
Jardine  delivered  a lecture  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Paper  Reading  Sjciety,  and  thoroughly  delighted  his 
audience.  In  the  course  of  the  evening  he  was  asked 
where  some  good  pike  could  be  found,  and  has  promised 
to  send  a list  of  all  the  best  places  he  knows  to  the 
Fishing  Gazette  “when  he  has  time.”  In  the  meantime 
I give  my  readers  something  to  go  on  with.  Mr.  Herbert 
Richardson,  of  Dublin,  tells  me  that  a pike  weighing 
39Jlb.,  4ft.  3in.  long,  and  2ft.  Gin.  in  girth,  has  been 
captured  at  ShruleCastle,  Carlow,  Ireland  (on  the  River 
Barrow).  One  of  these  young  gentlemen  in  a “ mixed 
bag,”  say  fourteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  would 
necessitate  the  use  of  a barrow  to  get  them  home. 
******* 

Me.  Jardine  will  read  a paper,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Paper  Reading  Society,  on  Wednesday  evening, 
Nov.  22,  before  the  members  of  the  Serapis  Angling 
Society.  The  subject  will-  be  “ Thames  Pishing  Fifty 
fears  Ago.” 

******* 

On  Friday,  December  1,  Mr.  G.  Hoyle,  President  of 
the  North  London  Club,  will  read  a paper  entitled, 
“ Two  Rivers  of  the  West,”  illustrated  with  the  lantern, 
at  the  headquarters  of  the  Paper  Beading  Society,  The 
Citizen,  Houndsditch,  commence  at  8.30  p.m.  There 
are  twenty-eight  beautiful  pictures  to  be  shown  in  the 
first  part,  and,  after  an  interval  of  fifteen  minutes, 
another  twenty-eight.  A pleasant  evening  is  in  store 
for  those  who  care  to  know  all  about  the  “ West 
Countree.” 

******* 

On  the  2nd  inst.  Mr.  Bambridge,  of  Eton,  paid  a visit 
to  the  Ouse,  Bedfordshire,  and  secured  three  nice  pike, 
of  9|lb.,  61b.,  and  41b.,  drawing  that  much  polluted 
little  river,  the  Nene,  at  Norlhampton,  a blank  the 
next  day,  though  he  ran  one  small  fish  of  about  31b, 


“One  Who  Knows”  writes  me  from  Huntingdon  ; 
“Sport  here  is  still  so  poor  that  t would  recommend 
anglers  who  intend  coming  to  delay  doing  so  until 
Jupiter  Pluvius  has  iiaid  us  a long  visit.  The  weather 
is  very  changeable,  one  day  mild  and  springlike,  the 
next  frosty,  followed  immediately  after  by  a cold, 
drizzling  rain.” 

******* 

“ Halcyon  ” says  : “ A correspondent  writes  to  ask, 

‘ which  I consider  the  best  grayling  river  in  England.’ 
This  is  rather  a large  order,  and  requires  consideration. 
As  regards  size,  I should  bo  inclined  to  give  the  award 
to  the  Test,  in  Hampshire;  as  regards  quantity,  the 
River  Terne  at  Leintwardine  has  a great  reputation,  and 
they  also  run  a fair  size  on  that  length.  Dr.  Hamilton, 
in  his  work  on  ‘ Salmon,  Trout,  and  Grayling,’  mentions 
the  fact  that  he  on  one  occasion  killed  three  below 
Leintwardine  Weir  that  weighed  .51b.  the  lot.  On  the 
whole,  Yorkshire  is  very  bad  tobeatfor  all-round  grayling 
fishing.  The  Yore  and  Wharfe  contain  any  quantity  up 
to  jlb.  weight,  but  if  the  angler  aspires  to  fish  over  lib. 
he  must  go  to  the  Costa,  at  Pickering,  in  which  little 
stream  there  are  plenty  of  21b.  fish,  and  some  even  larger 
than  that.  On  the  Bye,  at  Nunnington,  some  very  large 
grayling  are  at  times  taken,  generally  by  means  of  bait 
fishing.” 

*******, 
Another  “ champion  All  England”  sweepstake  is  to 
take  place  on  Monday.  This  time  the  scene  is  at  Brigg, 
on  the  Ancholme,  and  the  fixture  is  being  engineered  by 
Mr.  Bob  Marsden,  of  the  Old  English  Samson,  Duke- 
street,  Sheffield. 

******* 

The  Royal  Aquarium  Society  wishes  it  to  be  known 
that  all  loans  which  may  be  sent  to  the  National 
Fisheries  Exhibition,  in  March  next,  will  be  collected 
and  returned  in  a somewhat  different  state  to  that  in 
which,  unfortunately,  some  were  sent  ba,ck  from  the 
Piscatorial  Exhibition  in  1892.  The  society  itself  is 
conducting  the  matter  this  time,  and  all  applications 
for  space  for  either  loans  or  trade  exhibits  should  be  ad- 
dressed direct  to  the  managing  director.  Members  of 
angling  societies  should  especially  note  this,  for  it  is 
worth  while  making  a good  attempt  to  beat  the  1892 
Piscatorial. 

******* 

We  are  asked  to  insert  the  following  : “ Any  person 
or  persons  fishing  on  the  waters  of  the  Tonbridge 
Angling  Society,  with  tickets  issued  by  Mr  R.  Butcher, 
of  Railway  Station  Hotel,  Tonbridge,  will  be  liable  to 
be  prosecuted  as  trespassers.— B.  E.  Wedgwood.” 
******* 

We  hear  with  pleasure  that  Mr.  Burkett,  of  the  Earls- 
field  Club,  in  conjunction  with  several  worthy  and 
influential  members  of  other  clubs  in  the  district,  are 
about  to  form  a ‘ ‘ Visiting  ’’List.  Many  anglers  will  be 
delighted  to  hear  this,  as  their  visits  are  certain  to  be 
successes. 

******* 

Mr.  W.  Forster,  of  the  Odds  and  Evens  Angling 
Society,  has  taken  a private  house  in  the  village  of 
Ludham,  Norfolk,  for  the  accommodation  of  anglers, 
cyclists,  and  yachting  gentlemen.  Ludham  is  situated 
on  the  rivers  Bure,  Thurne,  and  Ant,  and  close  to 
Womack  Broad.  Intending  visitors  may  book  from 
Liverpool-street  to  North  Walsham  (lOs.  return  from 
Friday  till  Tuesday).  The  celebrated  Potter  Heigham 
is  only  I5  miles  distant  from  Ludham. 

******* 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Balloon  Society  on  Friday 
evening,  Nov.  10,  an  address  was  delivered  by  Arthur 
L.  Collins,  Esq.,  F.G.S  , entitled  “ The  Position  of  the 
Ameer  of  Afghanistan.”  W.  H.  Lefevre,  Esq.,  C.E.,  is 
the  popular  president. 

******* 

The  Cardiff  and  District  Fanciers’  Society  will  hold 
their  fourth  annual  show  of  poultry,  pigeons,  cage 
birds,  and  rabbits,  in  the  galleries  of  the  Cardiff  Market 
Hall,  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  Nov.  29  and  30. 
Entries  close  on  Monday,  Nov.  20.  The  celebrated 
firm  of  Messrs.  Spratt  will  pm  and  feed  the  exhibits.  It 
may  not  be  widely  known  that  many  successful  anglers 
use  “ Spratt’s  Poultry  Meal”  in  the  manufacture  of 
their  ground-bait  with  excellent  results. 

******* 

“ ’Tis  enough,  honest  scholar  ! come,  let’s  to  supper.” 
“But  first  let’s  pay  our  reckoning,  for  I will  have 
nothing  to  hinder  me  in  the  morning.”  The  first  quota- 
tion heads  an  invitation  card  sent  me  by  the  secretary 
of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society  to  be  present  at  supper, 
arrayed  in  purple  and  fine  linen,  at  the  society’s 
spacious  rooms,  on  Tuesday  evening,  Nov.  14,  at  8 
o’clock  p.m.  I was  not  able  to  attend  the  banquet  at 
Guildhall  on  Thursday  night  (for  various  reasons— one 
being  that  I was  not  asked),  and  I sincerely  hope  nothing 
“will  hinder  me”  attending  what  is  certain  to  be  an 
entertaining  function  on  Tuesday  night.  The  hon.  sec. 
is  fond  of  a joke  ; but  he  might  have  left  out  that  part 
which  says  : “ First  let’s  pay  our  reckoning.” 

******* 

I HAVE  been  wondering  what  that  part  of  the  quota- 
tion means  which  says  : “ I will  have  nothing  to  hinder 
me  in  the  morning.”  I dined  “ in  state  ” recently  not 
far  from  Richmond  Bridge.  Although  arrayed  in  purple 
and  fine  linen  there  was  no  fuss.  All  I had  was  - 
Mulligatawny  Soup.  Normandy  Sole. 

Roast  Goose.  Potatoes.  Chestnut  Purde.  Fried  Celery. 

Vanilla  Soufflee. 

Apples  in  Red  Jelly.  Cheese  Biscuits. 

There  was  nothing  in  this  simple  repast  to  “hinder 
me  in  the  morning  ” remembering  that  fried  celery  did 
not' agree  with  Dragnet. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
$hould  send  a post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below. 

/30  min.  for  Chelsea.  ^55  min.  for  Kew. 

\40  „ ,,  Putney.  \75  ,,  ,,  Richmond. 

Add-<45  ,,  ,,  Hammer-  Add-<80  „ ,,  Twicken- 

I smith.  / ham. 

^50  „ ,,  Barnes.  ^85  „ ,,  Teddington 


Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday,  Nov.  11  

Morning. 

3.12  

Evening. 

3.29 

Sunday,  ,, 

12  

3.45  

4.  0 

Monday,  ,, 

13  

4 17  

4 34 

Tuesday,  ,, 

14  

4.51  

5 10 

Wednesday,  ,, 

15  

5.30  

5 53 

Thursday,  „ 

16  

6.20  

6.49 

Friday,  ,, 

17  

7.21  

7.56 

High  Water  at  Amberlet  and  Pulborough. 

Morning.  Evening 

Saturday,  Nov.  11  3.52  4.  9 

Sunday,  „ 12  4.25  4 40 

Monday,  ,,  13  4.57  5.14 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley. 

Pulborough  will  be  two  hours  forty  minutes  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Iiower  Thames. — General  Remarks. — Although 
the  river  still  remains  low,  and  the  water  bright,  there 
has  been  some  grand  evidence  there  is  no  deple- 
tion of  jack  in  it,  which  has  been  so  frequently 
contended.  This  is  not  only  proved  to  be  the  case,  but 
also  there  are  plenty  of  good  ones  about,  as  will  be  seen 
from  the  Shepperton  and  Sunbury  reports,  and  for  one 
angler  to  succeed  in  getting  twenty  fish  in  one  day,  it 
looks  like  some  of  the  by-gone  days,  when  there  were 
fewer  anglers,  with  the  better  chance  of  finding  a quan- 
tity. It  is  only  in  the  deep  water  now  where  the  jack 
can  be  found  at  home,  and  anglers  in  private  boats 
during  the  last  week  have  been  getting  some  fine  sport 
in  the  famous  deep  at  Hampton,  which  has  always  been 
celebrated  for  its  occupation  by  the  jack  ; and  where,  if  I 
remember  rightly,  ihe  larger  jack,  at  all  events  in  my 
recollection,  has  been  taken — it  weighed  something  like 
261b.  or  a little  more,  and  I i)elieve  the  veteran  William 
Milbourne  attended  on  the  angler.  The  seasons  of  late 
years  have  not  been  suitable  for  jack  fishing,  at  all 
events  when  those  fish  are  best  to  be  taken ; and  now 
that  the  practice  of  live  bait  and  dead  gorge  has  been 
abolished,  the  anglers  have  to  take  to  other  methods, 
such  as  spinning  or  snap  tackle — and  when  accustomed 
to  them,  they  will  be  able  to  get  the  fish  without  causing 
the  jack  any  mortal  injury.  There  has  been  an  idea 
propounded  during  this  w<^ek  as  to  bank  angling  at  night 
not  being  allowed,  but  I do  not  think  there  can  be  any 
doubt  on  that  head  on  that  portion  of  river  watched  over 
by  the  Thames  Angling  Preservative  Society.  I believe 
the  Conservators  were  so  impressed  with  the  feeling 
represented  by  the  angling  associations  as  to  their 
members  fishing  at  night  being  to  some  extent  guardians 
of  the  river,  they  cheerfully  ceded  the  point,  but  not  to 
anglers  fishing  from  a punt  or  vessel  of  any  description. 
Having  been  referred  to  as  to  the  interpretation  of  the 
bye-law,  1 think  it  better  to  give  it  publicity. — B. 

Upper  Thames  — Thdrbdat. — A keen  easterly  wind 
has  swept  the  reaches  of  the  Upper  Thames  lor  the 
past  two  days,  and  bold  indeed  must  have  been  the 
anglers  who  ventured  out  in  pursuit  of  uncertainties. 
From  the  reports  from  various  waters  I glean  that  the 
weeds  are  fast  disappearing,  and  that  jack  are  well  on 
the  move,  and  also  that  perch  of  good  size  are  rewarding 
those  whoare  well  provided  with  minnows.  Roach  fish- 
ing is  very  disappointing  as  yet,  the  fish  evidently  suffer- 
ing from  mul  de  herhe  sauvage,  and  not  likely  to  recover 
until  the  voyage  of  the  weeds  to  the  Nore  is  completed 
In  the  Marlow  distiict  jack  have  betn  found  to  be  fairly 
on  the  feed,  a fisherman  the  other  day  capturing  three 
takable  fish  and  having  three  moie  chances,  all  after 
three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  From  Aston,  near 
Hambleden,  I am  informed  that  although  the  worthy 
host  of  the  snug  Flower  Pot  Hotel  never  took  a jack 
before  in  his  life,  something  always  comes  to  those  men 
who  know  how  to  wait  That  something  came  yesterday 
to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Goodchild  in  the  shape  of  a fine  fish  of 
111b. — Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Chertsey). — Mr.  Mackenzie,  with  John 
Poulter,  lour  jack,  from  3ib.  to  61b.  Mr.  Watts  got  a 
brace  of  fine  perch,  weighing  31b.  Mr.  W.  Cartwright, 
two  jack,  41b  and  51b. 

Thames  (Hatchet). — The  river  is  still  very  low  and 
bright.  1 saw  a great  many  bank  anglers  on  the  5th 
trying  to  catch  some  roach  all  in  vain.  The  jack  are 
running  very  well.  My  best  turn  lately  has  been  seven 
fish,  good  ones  ; last  week  the  biggest  fish  went  8Hb. — 
G.  Lumsden. 


Thames  (Hampton  Court). — William  Milbourne 
writes: — “There  are  still  a good  many  jack  taken  in 
Hampton  Deep  since  the  water  has  got  so  low  and 
bright.  We  have  not  done  so  well  with  the  roach  to- 
day. One  of  the  private  boats  took  three  chub,  the 
largest  3Jlb.’’ 

Thames  (Kingston). — John  Johnson,  during  the 
week,  eight  jack,  nine  barbel,  and  seven  dozen  of  roach 
and  dace.  N.  Bolton,  seven  jack,  the  largest  5|lb,,  and 
two  dozen  of  fine  dace.  A gentleman,  in  a private  boat, 
caught  two  jack,  weighing  respectively  7Jlb.  and  51b. 
Mr.  Stevenson,  fishing  with  J.  Knight,  in  eight  hours 
got  fourteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  The  bank  anglers 
have  been  getting  some  fine  roach. 

Thames  (Monkey  Island,  Bray). — Water  very 
low  and  bright.  Not  much  doing  in  the  way  of  fishing. 
A few  roach  and  dace  have  been  taken.  There  are  any 
amount  of  barbel  to  be  seen,  but  very  few  have  been 
caught.  I suppose  that  now  the  frost  has  set  in  there 
will  not  be  much  more  chance  without  we  get  a good 
push  of  water  and  some  warm  weather.  The  jack  have 
been  running  very  well.  Some  very  good  ones  up  to 
101b.  and  111b.  have  been  captured,  but  on  the  average 
they  run  small  As  many  as  four  or  six  have  been 
caught  in  one  day  by  the  same  rod.  I think  it  a pity 
that  the  length  of  jack  was  not  from  two  to  three 
inches  longer ; also  chub  are  taken  much  too  small. 
There  are  any  amount  of  jack  taken  just  the  measure, 
which  ought  really  never  to  be  taken  at  all.  There  was 
a jack  found  choked  with  a barbel  three  parts  of  the 
way  down  his  throat,  the  two  fish  together  weighing  81b. 
The  barbel,  I should  think,  must  have  weighed  just  on 
21b.,  and  measured  14in.  I have  sent  you  up  a photo- 
graph of  the  fish  — R.  Plummer. 

Thames  (Hichmond). — Job  Brain,  during  the  week, 
501b.  of  roach  and  dace ; Henry  Mansell,  561b.  ; 
E.  Howard,  in  four  days,  481b.  of  roach  and  dace: 
Christopher  Brown,  in  two  and  a half  days,  431b.  of 
roach  and  dace  ; and  H.  Wheeler,  in  the  week,  421b.  of 
roach. 

Thames  (Shepperton). — Mr.  George  Palmer,  fishing 
with  George  Rosewell,  in  one  day,  caught  twenty  jack, 
the  largest  101b.,  fourteen  of  which  were  returned  to  the 
river  again. 

Thames  (Staines). — John  Keene,  in  one  day  with 
Mr.  Wilson,  five  jack,  six  chub,  and  two  dozen  of  roach  ; 
another  day,  with  Mr.  Bnrkitt,  three  dozen  of  roach  and 
one  barbel ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Moss,  seven  jack, 
weighing  3.51b.,  the  largest  81b.  ; another  day,  with  Mr. 
Waterer,  three  jack,  the  largest  61b.,  and  two  brace  of 
chub  ; and  another  day,  with  Mr.  Priee,  three  dozen  of 
roach  and  one  brace  of  chub. 

Thames  (Sunbury). — Alfred  Stroud,  in  two  days, 
two  jack,  weighing  together  231b.,  and  ten  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace.  One  of  the  men  belonging  to  Messrs. 
T.  and  A.  Stroud  attending  on  anglers,  in  two  days,  got 
eleven  jack,  four  of  which  together  made  281b.  Mr. 
White,  in  one  day,  five  jack;  and  Herbert  four  jack. 

Thames  (Teddington). — W.  McBride,  during  the 
week,  fifty  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  two  jack,  and  two 
harbel  ; and  J.  Baldwin,  in  three  days,  fourteen  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace  and  two  jack,  the  largest  51b. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — C.  Brown,  in  four  days, 
501b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; S.  Cole,  in  two  days,  251b.  of 
roach  and  dace  ; George  Ooxen,  in  two  and  a half  days, 
26ib.  of  roach  and  dace  ; J.  Coxen,  in  one  day,  231b.  of 
roach  and  dace,  and  another  half  day  151b.  ; John  Frost, 
in  four  and  a half  days,  561b.  of  roach  and  dace  and  a 
barbel  of  6ilb. ; Pert  Hammerton,  in  the  week,  601d.  of 
roach  and  dace  ; A.  Hammerton,  in  one  day,  91b  of 
roach ; G.  Lee,  in  three  days,  401b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; 
and  John  Spoi  g,  in  five  days,  601b.  of  roach  and  dace 
and  five  bream. 

Thames  (Walton). — George  Hone,  one  day,  four 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  Messrs.  Blomfield  and  Cook, 
six  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and  one  barbel.  John 
Hone,  three  dozen  of  roach.  Messrs.  Beard  and 
Girling,  four  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  two  bream,  and 
a chub  of  21b.  Mr.  J.  Atkins  and  friend,  five  dozen  of 
gudgeon  and  two  perch  of  Ijlb.  each.  Mr.  G.  Beard  and 
son,  two  dozen  of  roach. 

Thames  (Windsor).  — Water  here  still  low  and 
bright,  but  jack  are  on  the  move.  I saw  one  landed  just 
outside  here  this  morning  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Eton  ; 
it  appeared  to  be  about  41b.  The  best  fish  taken  -was 
one  of  8jlb.  by  a gentleman  out  with  Lumsden,  of 
Datchet,  they  also  had  four  others  weighing  161b.  ; Mr. 
Howlett,  of  Eton,  had  one  of  41b.  ; Mr.  Crook,  one,  31b. 
A specimen  of  that  rare  fish  here,  the  carp,  was  caught 
at  Clewer  point  by  Mr.  C.  Harris,  of  Eton;  it  weighed 
4|lb,,  and  doubtless  is  one  of  the  many  turned  in  last 
winter  by  the  Windsor  and  Eton  Angling  Preservation 
Society.  Roach  have  not  been  feeding  much  here.  Mr. 
H.  Sargeant,  of  Slough,  had  a nice  basket,  including  a 
fish  of  lib.  3oz.  After  the  recent  frosts  chub  and  jack 
are  best  to  try,  and  as  weeds  are  down  considerably 
pinning  for  jack  should  be  remunerative.  — B.  R. 
Bambkidge. 

Ancholme  District. — Colder  weather  has  caused 
less  angling.  The  best  takes  of  the  week  were  made  by 
Messrs  Clay  and  Ward,  who  had  eighty  decent  roach, 
one  day,  from  the  pumping  station,  near  Cadney.  On 
Friday,  Mr.  W.  Marshall,  of  Hull,  had  a nice  basket  of 
fifty- eight  fish  ; and  on  Saturday,  Messrs.  Jordan  and 
friend,  from  Hull,  had  a good  haul  of  roach  and  dace, 
a few  were  over  Horn  Sheffield  on  Monday,  but  results 
were  not  reported. — Thomas  Ford. 

Cornish  Streams. — Cold  frosty  nights,  clear,  low 
water,  and  leaves  in  abundance,  make  up  a state  of 
affairs  which  is  by  no  means  encouraging  for  the  last 
three  weeks  of  the  season.  A few  salmon  have  got  into 
the  higher  waters,  and  one  was  caught  near  VVenford 
during  the  week,  but  sport  has  been,  of  course,  poor. 


Nothing  has  yet  been  done  to  the  weir  at  Dunmeer, 
which  the  Board  of  Trade  has  insisted  upon  being  madia 
suitable  for  the  passage  of  fish.  November  and 
December  are  the  months  when  it  is  most  urgently 
needed.  The  Fowey  is  in  poor  condition. — Bodmin. 

Dee  (Corwen,  N.  Wales).— The  worst  season  ever 
known  closed  on  Nov.  1.  'The  total  number  of  fish 
killed  on  the  preserve  is  twenty-six,  weight  1951b.,  an 
average  of  7§lb.,  best  fish  21Jlb.  Last  season  111  fish, 
were  killed,  weighing  1071Jlb.  No  grayling  and  pike 
anglers  have  been  out  yet ; the  weather  is  very 
changeable. — Alwen. 

Derwent  (Cumberland). — The  season  closes  on  the 
14th  inst.  ; it  is  acknowledged  on  all  sides  to  have  been 
the  worst  on  record.  Many  good  salmon  anglers,  who 
have  fished  hard,  have  not  been  rewarded  with  a single 
fish.  Singular  to  relate,  many  of  the  salmon  landed 
were  spent  fish.  No  doubt  these  had  not  been  able  to 
return  to  the  sea  at  their  proper  season  (April  and  May) 
owing  to  the  extreme  lowness  of  the  water. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — We  have  had  more  water 
and  more  sport  this  week  than  last  hereabouts.  The 
Green  Insect  is  proving  the  most  useful.— D.  and  W.  H. 
Foster, 

Bden  (Carlisle). — Like  the  grouse  on  some  moors 
this  season,  salmon  are  “patchy”  in  the  Eden,  On 
some  beats  you  may  fish  all  day  and  not  see  a fish 
move,  whilst  on  others  a fair  number  are  showing. 
Between  Warwick  and  Armathwaite  they  are  excep- 
tionally scarce.  In  the  Cargo  water  Mr.  T.  Bone  has 
killed  three,  221b.,  181b.,  221b.  ; Mr.  R.  Bone,  three, 
151b.,  23lb.,  111b. ; Mr.  D.  Mason,  two,  171b.,  181b. ; Mr. 
J.  Robinson,  one,  101b.  In  the  Association  water  Mr. 
Sayers  had  two,  241b.  and  111b.  ; Mr.  Davidson,  Mr.  R. 
Coddle,  Mr.  E.  Gibbons,  Mr.  W.  G.  Henderson, 
Mr.  W.  Graham,  Mr.  L.  W.  Graham,  each  one 
running  from  141b.  to  281b.  At  Cresby  Mr.  E.  L. 
Hough  landed  three  on  Nov.  3,  and  three  on 
the  7th,  281b.,  221b  ,211b.;  and  Mr.  Beaufort,  one  181b., 
in  the  same  water.  In  the  Warwick  Hall  water  half  a 
dozen  have  been  killed,  but  particulars  are  not  to  hand. 
The  Corby  Castle  keeper  had  two,  141b.  and  181b. ; and 
Archdeacon  Prescott,  two,  201b  and  221b.,  on  the 
7th  inst.  I have  heard  of  an  unusual  number  of  losses 
through  tackle  breaking.  This  cannot  be  all  bad  luck. 
There  must  have  been  some  bad  tackle  or  bad  fishing.  A 
201b.  salmon,  though  at  times  a very  playful  creature, 
is  not  a “ beaslie  ” to  be  played  with  at  the  end  of  six 
feet  of  single  gut.  The  river  is  in  fine  order  for  many 
places,  but  is  getting  rather  low  for  others. — Silver 
Grey. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Weather  cold  and  dry, 
and  river  in  good  angling  trim.  A few  pike  have  been, 
had  from  our  local  waters,  Mr.  John  Moore,  of  Exwick, 
killing  a decent  fish  on  Monday  last,  and  Mr.  A.  J. 
Roberts  scored  three  on  Tuesday.  One  of  the  “ big 
’uns  ” to  which  I referred  in  last  week’s  notes  was 
taken  in  the  Tiverton  Canal  on  Tuesday  by  Mr.  E. 
Drewett,  of  Bristol ; it  was  a good-conditioned  fish,  and 
tipped  the  beam  at  191b. — Red  Palmer. 

Ten  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— A very  fair 
quantity  of  roach  has  been  caught,  chiefly  with  creed 
wheat,  which  by  many  is  still  considered  the  best  bait 
to  use  on  the  drains.  Pike  fishing  is  now  in  full  swing. 
The  Spalding  Association  have  had  their  annual  trolling 
contest.  Mr.  T.  J.  H.  Brogden,  solicitor,  carried  off  the 
first  prize  lor  the  heaviest  fish — one  of  61b.  9oz.  He  had 
also  another  of  31b.  2oz. ; Mr.  Gregg  came  second  in  this 
cla-s  with  one  weighing  51b.  3oz. — Limpet. 

Great  Paxton  (St.  Neots). — The  water  in  the 
Ouse  is  still  very  bright  and  clear,  and  the  fish  shy  ; in 
face  of  all  this,  some  nice  baskets  of  roach  have  been, 
taken,  and  a few  jack.  Five  of  the  latter  fish  were  taken 
last  Monday,  but  rather  small  ; and  on  4th  inst.  Mr. 
H.  H.  (Tlooke,  of  the  Gresham  Club,  caught  a fine  chub 
with  cheese  paste,  which  scaled  3rlb.  after  it  had  been 
out  of  the  water  several  hours. — W.  Ducker. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— The  advent  of  winter,  as  it 
seemed  last  week,  knocked  all  the  courage  out  of  the 
bottom  fishers  for  the  time  being,  and  the  banks  of  the 
Idle  were  nearly  deserted.  A better  outlook,  however, 
tempted  them  again  on  Monday,  and  this  week  there  are 
pretty  good  baskets  spoken  of  among  the  riverside  men. 
Some  nice  pike  takes  are  mentioned — two,  three,  and  up 
to  five  fish,  but  no  notable  specimen  is  yet  to  hand. 
Grayling  fishing  in  the  upper  waters  is  now  good. — L. 

Lea  and  Stort. — There  has  been  but  little  fishing 
done  lately  ; for  one  thing  the  weather,  although  fine, 
is  so  bitterly  cold  that  none  but  the  most  ardent  and 
seasoned  fishermen  care  to  face  the  prevalent  north  and 
east  winds.  Both  jack  and  perch  should  now  be  on  the 
feed  : some  fewof  both  kinds  have  been  taken,  but  they 
have  run  small.  Cormick’s  new  live  bait  tackle  for  pike 
is  about  the  best  I have  seen.  In  baiting  it,  I would 
suggest  that  there  is  no  necessity  to  threadle  it  at  all ; 
by  simply  putting  one  of  each  of  the  triple  hooks 
in  their  places,  the  threading  and  consequent  undoing  of 
the  flight  length  is  thus  avoided,  and  I find  the  tackle 
quite  as  effective,  besides  that  it  does  not  damage  the 
bait  nearly  so  much.  Live  baits  may  be  obtained  at 
Cook’s  Ferry.  Mr.  Harry  Avis  has  just  had  constructed 
an  immense  live  bait  box.  It  has  perforated  sides  and  a 
perforated  false  bottom,  which  is  raised  by  means  of  a 
rope  and  pulleys.  It  is  sunk  at  the  back  of  the  house, 
and  is  capable  of  keeping  a couple  of  thousand  live  baits 
in  good  condition.  At  Enfield  Lock  last  Saturday,  Mr. 
Horace  Smith  won  15s.,  piesented  by  Mr.  Bass,  of  the 
Greyhound,  with  roach.  Anglers  should  not  forget  the 
open  competition  at  Waltham  on  Nov.  12,  and  those 
desirous  of  entering  the  representative  roach  competi- 
tion should  send  in  their  names  at  once  to  A.  G.  Beach 
at  the  King’s  Arms.  Thursday  : Water  in  good  condi- 
tion.— Spliced  Joint. 
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Lea  (Ware). — We  had  several  club  and  other  anglers 
hereon  Nov.  5.  but  contrary  to  expectation,  as  the  river 
seemed  in  good  order,  there  were  no  takes  worth  speak- 
ing' of.  There  was  a club  fishing  for  prizes  here  yester- 
day (Wednesday), .but  I have  not  heard  the  result.  The 
river  is  still  very  bright. — Bui.1.  Inn.  . t • 

Leicester. — Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  rain  in  Leices- 
tershire, the  waters  have  become  very  low  and  fine,  both 
in  the  river  and  canal,  and  anglers  consequently  have 
to  persistently  persevere  to  enable  them  to  land  a good 
basket.  Near  Leicester  the  best  fishing  has  been  bad 
at  the  canal,  pike  and  roach  being  the  chief  mediums 
of  sport.  Pike  fishing  is  fast  becoming  more  generally 
pursued  ; some  of  the  specimens  taken  have  been  very 
fine  fish— one  captured  by  Mr.  Goddard  weighed 
91b.  6oz.,  taken  from  the  basin  near  the  Twelve 
Bridges.  Another  consistent  spirtsman,  Mr.  Bick- 
nell,  had  a brace,  4ilb.  and  41b.  Those  anglers 
who  took  on  roach  fishing  successfully  were  ; Messrs. 
Shelton,  131b. ; Moulding,  141b. ; Prime,  71b.  ; Bates, 

71b. ; and  Manship,  51b.  In  the  higher  reaches  of  the 
Leicester  Angling  Society’s  preserves  a few  anglers  were 
■trying  for  chub,  but  with  the  exception  of  a fair  sized 
brao0  taken  by  Mr.  Gibbs,  but  little  was  done.  _ A fair 
contingent  has  been  out  in  the  district  resorts  this  week, 
but  taken  alt  round  the  results  have  been  rather  dis- 
couraging. At  the  Wreake  but  few  fish  were  secured, 
and  the  subscribers  at  Narborough  have  had  to  be  con- 
tent with  moderate  lots  of  roach.  Pishing  at  the  canal 
at  Poxton,  Mr.  Hobbs  landed  a pike  weighing  71b. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  — Both  these 
streams  continue  to  run  in  good  order  for  fishing.  The 
weather  has  been  fine,  with  cold  frosty  nights,  and  the 
prospect  for  grayling  fishing  is  good.  The  Pinsley  is 
now  clear,  and  in  fair  order  for  fishing.— Gwtnne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Eivers  are  low  and  very  clear,  in  capital  order  for  gray- 
ling fishing.  Weather  fine,  but  dull  and  cloudy,  cold, 
with  nights  mostly  frosty,  wind  N.  and  E.  No  rods  out. 
Observed  a few  fish  rising  to-day  (Wednesday),  which 
closes  in  with  snow  or  rain  threatening.  Best  flies  should 
be  Willows,  Iron  Blue,  Whirling,  Mid  Blue,  Bed  Tag,  or 
Bed  Palmer  (autumn  dressing).  Sink  and  draw.  Worm 
and  maggot  should  each  prove  effective  just  now. 

B.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Maidstone).— Very  little  has  been  done 
among  the  anglers  the  past  week,  one  or  two  good  jack 
have  been  run,  but  none  of  any  note  taken.  Boach  have 
quite  fallen  off,  very  few  taken.  We  are  having  a quM- 
tity  of  rain,  and  can  hardly  tell  how  it  will  affect  the 
water.— W.  Shbubsole. 

Medway  (Tonbridge).  — Biver  very  clear  and 
getting  stale,  so  little  rain  having  fallen,  it  is  almost  as 
low  as  the  summer  level  in  parts  ; in  consequence  very 
little  doing  in  the  fishing.  The  east  winds  have  been 
dead  against  all  sport.  Only  a few  jack  have  been  taken, 
largest  51b  London  members  of  our  society  will  please 
take  notice  that  the  fishing  dispute  about  the  water 
above  the  weir  is  now  settled,  through  the  kind  inter- 
vention of  Sir  E.  S.  Hardinge,  the  proprietor  of  the 
land  in  question,  and  now  we  have  the  water  entirely 
in  our  control,  and  only  our  tickets  will  be  available  for 
fishing  it. — E.  E.  W. 

Neue  (Peterborough). — Sport  of  late  has  been  very 
tame,  but  with  the  recent  showers  the  water  is  in  excel 
lent  condition.  Some  excellent  pike  have  been  captured. 
One  weighing  12lb.  was  landed  near  to  Peterborough 
Bridge.  Sport  with  pike  has  also  been  good  at  Thorney, 
where  some  excellent  catches  have  been  reported.— 

E.  A.  S.  . X ^ 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— Once  again  I am  unable  to 
report  much  improvement  in  the  sport  here.  The  weeds 
are  certainly  rotting  nicely,  but  the  water  is  far  too 
clear  for  anything  sensational  to  be  done.  Several  odd 
pike  have  been  caught,  varying  from  51b.  to  5oz.  I am 
assured  by  a gentleman  that  one  of  the  latter  weight 
was  taken  by  an  angler  (?)  on  Saturday  last,  and  calmly 
knocked  on  the  head  and  creeled.  What  a prize  ! The 
sooner  there  is  a law  made  to  stop  this  tiddler  catching" 
the  better  will  it  be  for  all  true  sportsmen.  Boach  are 
feeding  fairly  well.  Perch  and  chub  are  not  taking  at 
all.— B.  , . 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— Nothing  to  record  this  week, 
it  being  the  same  as  usual,  small  ones  only  taken,  and 
nothing  important  will  be  done  as  long  as  the  water 
keeps  bright  as  it  is  now.  A good  flush  would  do  good, 
as  the  weeds  are  getting  rotten.— H.  Bout. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots).— Water  still  in  good  condition  for 
jacking.  Nothing,  however,  to  record  over  51b.  Several 
at  that  weight.  No  blanks  during  the  week.  Six  last 
Saturday,  fishing  with  Mr.  Ellwood ; five  yesterday 
(Wednesday),  with  Mr.  Nicholson.  The  river  here  must 
be  fairly  swarming  with  them.  They  are  just  getting  in 
good  condition,  and  seem  to  prefer  roach  to  dace  even, 
and  good  gudgeon  on  paternoster  is  pretty  certain  to 
receive  proper  attention. — A.  Scabd. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).- More  charming  autumn 
weather  than  we  have  of  late  experienced  could  not 
have  been  desired  by  the  angling  fraternity,  and 
although  rain  storms  in  the  hilly  districts  of  the  Upper 
Severn  and  Vyrnwy  have  at  times  discoloured  the  water 
to  some  extent,  its  effects  have  been  beneficial.  The  pike 
have  been  running  pretty  freely,  and  either  the  gorge 
bait  or  spinning  bait  continue  to  render  a good  account 
of  themselves.  Prospects  of  winter  sport  are  very 
favourable,  and  anglers  seeking  a day’s  sport  in  a charm- 
ing country,  and  at  a nominal  outlay,  cannot  do  better 
than  take  advantage  of  the  present  favourable  condi- 
tions to  visit  the  upper  waters  of  the  Severn.  Beports 
still  come  to  hand  of  the  almost  phenomenal  increase  in 
the  weight  and  number  of  pike  in  the  Severn,  Vyrnwy, 
andTanat,  and  thehxecutive  of  the  Shrewsbury  Severn 
Angling  Society,  as  well  as  local  conservators  and  other 


gentlemen  who  have  the  interest  of  the  trout  fishing  so 
well  at  heart,  express  considerable  satisfaction  that  the 
chairman  of  the  board,  Mr.  J.  Willis  Bund,  has 
promised  to  shortly  bring  forward  an  amended  bye-law 
permitting  restricted  netting  when  and  where  necessary 
to  protect  the  game  fish  against  the  ravages  of  the  pike. 
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Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cam  (Llanymy 
nech).— Throughout  the  past  week  the  weather  h is  been 
all  that  could  be  desired  for  angling  purposes,  and  more 
especially  for  grayling  fishing,  and  bright  sunshine 
during  the  day, .succeeded  by  sharp  frosty  nights,  has 
left  nothing  to  be  desired  in  that  respect,  and  with  the 
water  also  in  good  condition,  anglers  are  now  having  a 
very  busy  time  altogether.  Angling  for  salmon  in  these 
rivers  closed  at  tlie  end  of  last  montli,  and  it 
has  been  the  worst  season  ever  known,  as  but  two 
salmon  have  been  captured  with  rod  and  line  in  the 
Vyrnwy,  and  not  a single  one  in  any  of  the  other  local 
tributaries  of  the  Severn  ; and  up  to  the  present  very  few 
salmon  indeed  have  be»n  seen  making  their  way  to  the 
upper  waters  for  breeding  purposes.  A shock  of  earth- 
quake was  felt  in  this  neighbourhood  about  5.45  p.m.  on 
Thursday  week.  It  was  not  much  noticed  in  the  rural 
districts,  but  in  the  towns  it  caused  great  cominotion, 
especially  at  Bangor,  in  Carnarvonshire,  where  it  was 
accompanied  by  such  a rumbling  sound  that  many  people 
ran  to  the  railway  station  under  the  impression  that  a 
serious  collision  had  occurred  on  the  line. — Vtbnwt. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— There  has  been  a great 
improvement  in  the  fishing  since  my  last  report,  and 
roach  and  pike  are  coming  well  on  the  feed.  Several 
pike  have  been  taken  by  local  anglers  of  51b.  to  (51b. 
weight,  while  on  November  5 one  of  the  West  Ham 
Brothers  took  one  of  91b.  lOoz.,  rather  in  poor  condition. 

A London  club  angler  also  took  161b.  of  roach,  and, 
although  the  water  is  still  very  bright,  they  are  coming 
on  the  feed  well.  Gentles  are  the  favourite  bait,  and 
as  the  weather  gets  colder  some  good  sport  will  be  had. 

— W.  Bainbbidqe. 

Sussex  Rivers. — The  weather  has  been  variable 
during  the  week  ; frosts  in  the  early  mornings  succeeded 
by  cold  damp  days.  The  mud  clearance  at  Chichester 
Canal  basin  is  nearly  completed,  and  none  too  soon,  as 
the  water  is  not  more  than  three  feet  in  depth,  and  the 
fish  from  the  lower  reaches  have  so  crowded  the  water 
that  in  spinning  several  bream  have  been  foul  hooked. 

A pike  of  101b  was  recently  taken  by  Mr.  Ernest  Ki^, 
and  a few  41b.  fish  by  other  anglers  with  live  bait.  On 
the  east  side  a shoal  of  carp,  some  up  to  141b.,  may  be 
seen  rolling  about,  and  the  feeding  pike  in  the  early 
morning  and  evening  is  worth  witnessing.  The  lock 
keeper  informs  me  that  the  reach  between  the  locks  is 
crowded  with  pike  and  carp.  Several  pike  have  been 
taken— 8Jlb.,  6Jlb.,  and  51b.,  and  a fine  perch  of  over 
31b.— in  the  early  part  of  the  week.  The  roach 
anglers  have  had  fair  sport  on  the  Ouse  above 
Barcombe,  where,  among  baskets  up  to  15ilb.,  some 
few  fish  have  weighed  lib.  5oz.  Some  grand  fish 
have  also  been  secured  below  Lewes,  principally 
with  worm.  Pike  have  not  fed  so  well  this  week. 

A fish  of  7|lb.  and  a brace  of  41b.  each,  a few  chub 
heaviest  2jlb. — and  several  perch  are  reported.  A few 
pike  have  rewarded  visitors  to  the  Bother  from  the 
Fittleworth  district,  and  a fish  of  81b.  was  recently  taken 
near  Selham  paternostering  with  gudgeon.  A few  good 
perch  and  roach  are  also  notified.  The  Adur  has  yielded 
good  takes  of  roach,  dace  and  flat  fish  at  suitable  tides, 
and  from  the  upper  water  a few  good  pike,  heaviest  noti- 
fied 731b.  Anglers  from  off  the  coast  and  piers  are  tak- 
ing codling,  whiting,  and  flounders,  with  ragworm  and 
lug  as  the  leading  baits. — Geoege  F.  Saltee. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — A few  salmon  peal  have  lately 
been  killed  and  four  salmon.  Tuesday,  one  gentleman 
got  one  over  251b:,  and  I hear  a large  fish  was  lost 
yesterday  by  an  inexperienced  gaff-holder.  Although 
the  days  for  fence  keeping  for  salmon  is  on,  the  netmen 
still  catch  them  by  hundreds,  and  they  are  sent  away  by 
boxes.  I hear  a little  way  out  of  town  salmon  are  only 
3d.  per  pound.  Bivers  still  up,  but  if  these  netmen,  who 
are  always  complaining  no  fish  and  very  scarce,  catch  so 
many  as  they  do  after  fence  days  are  in,  salmon  will  in  a 
few  years  be  exterminated. — Eustt  Gam®. 

Teme  (Knighton). — In  this  district  the  water  is 
still  in  fair  order  for  fishing.  Bain  has  threatened. 
The  nights  have  been  cold,  and  sharp  frosts  have  been 
had.  The  fish  move  well  at  mid-day  at  the  fly.  But  few 
rods  have  been  out  of  late.  The  prospect  for  sport  is 
good. — K.  Knighton.  .... 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  water  in  this  district  is  now 
running  clear  and  a nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for 
grayling  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  cold  and  frosty, 
with  bright  days,  and  the  fish  have  spo.ted  well  at  the 
fly.  A fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out.  Pike  have 
moved  better  since  the  cold  weather. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  part  the  Teme  is  now 
running  clear  and  at  fair  level  for  angling.  The  weather 
has  been  cold,  and  the  grayling  have  been  more  on  the 
move.  A few  rods  have  been  out,  and  sport  has  been 
fairly  good.  The  Eea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  lowand 
clear  ; sport  in  them  very  quiet. — •Wobcbstbe. 

Torridge  (Torrington). — Biverin  capital  order  for 
fishing,  and  many  salmon  have  been  landed,  weighing 
from  91b.  up  to  281b.  Others  have  been  hooked.  Wed- 
nesday, the  15th,  is  the  last  day  this  season  for  fishing 
in  North  Devon. — Peactical  Anglee. 

Treut  (Newark). — The  Trent  is  running  at  remark- 
ably low  ebb  for  November,  and  angling  of  all  descrip- 
tions is  almost  at  a standstill,  a good  rousing  fresh  being 
necessary  to  bring  about  an  entire  change  of  water.  A 
few  small  pike  have  been  taken  throughout  the  district, 
and  occasionally  chub  take  the  worm,  but  not  kindly  ; 
one  of  2Jlb.,  by  Mr.  T.  Sunman,  being  the  best  of  the 


week  that  angler’s  bag  on  the  same  occasion  containing 
101b.  of  dace.  Eel  fishing  with  the  fixed  nets  has  been 
a success  during  the  season,  but  lampreys  require  a 
flush  of  water  to  set  them  on  their  upward  move.— 
Teentsidee.  , „ . .. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon).— The  following  are  the 
names  of  fishermen  and  weights  of  fish  caught  on  Nov.  •>  : 
Messrs.  Preston,  three  jack,  111b.  ; Goodman,  four, 
131b.  ; Frost,  two,  71b. ; Plumpton,  one,  31b- ; Bolt,  one, 
31b  • White,  one,  51b.  ; Aldridge,  one,  2Jlb.  ; bhultz, 
three,  101b, ; King,  two,  Gib.  ; Seal,  two,  CJlb. ; Thurston, 
two,  Clb.  ; Stannard,  one,  4lb.  ; Cameron,  one,  5Jlb.  ; 
Bindon,  three,  91b.— J.  Waenee.  , 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln).— Pike  fishing  is  now 
the  leading  sport  on  the  Witham.  The  best  sport  is 
stated  to  be  found  in  the  lower  lengths  of  the  river, 
about  Stixwold,  Kirkstead,  &c.  Some  of  the  visitors  of 
late  have  been  doing  exceedingly  well.  A bhetheia 
gentleman  the  other  day  captured  five,  averaging  bib. 
iach,  and  odd  fish  up  to  101b.  have  garnished  other 
takes.  Some  nice  chub  have  lately  been  taken  on  the 
river  above  Lincoln,  as  well  as  a nice  pike  here  and 
there  up  the  river.  Bottom  fishing  has  received  a check 
by  the  advent  of  cold. — Luci. 

Yare  (Norwich).— Some  first-rate  roach  fishing  was 
had  at  Brundall  last  Saturday,  when  two  Norwich 
gentlemen  caught  upwards  of  2 stone.  This  week  catches 
have  been  few  and  far  between;  but  those  who  have 
trailed  for  pike  have  had  good  luck  nearly  eyery  day, 
for  from  reports  to  hand,  jack  of  151b.,  1321b.,  91b.,  7Jlb., 
Gib.,  and  51b.  down  to  21b.  have  been  landed  on  the  river 
since  my  last  report,  the  two  Broads  viz.,  Bockland 
and  Surlingham — have  yielded  their  quota.  On  the 
Bure  small  jack  continue  to  be  lured  by  those  who 
adopt  the  trailing  method,  whilst  on  one  or  two  of  the 
Broads  live-baiting  has  been  successful,  including  two 
specimen  perch,  one  between  31b.  and  41b^,  and  another 
over  21b.  Prospects  good  in  upper  reaches. — Bobeet 

Yore  and  Wharfe.  — The  rivers  have  been  m a 
fluctuating  condition  all  the  week,  and  sport  has  been 
on  the  whole  bad.  Mr.  Pemberton  killed  twenty-two 
grayling  at  Tanfield  on  Monday,  and  that  is  the  best 
basket  I have  heard  of.  Fly  has  been  of  no  use  what- 
ever.—F.  M.  Walbean. 


SBA  FISHING. 

Deal.— Oct.  31.  Splendid  sport  for  everybody  amongst 
the  whiting  ; a few  codling  and  smaller  fish  taken  ; fine 
sport  on  the  pier.  Nov.  1.  Fishing  about  the  same  as 
yesterday.  Nov.  2.  Some  grand  sport,  whiting  running 
larger  ; one  fisherman  landed  a whiting  weighing 
21b.  15oz.  ; a few  herrings  coming  in.  Nov.  3.  Still 
very  fine  sport  for  everybody  all  round ; Mr.  Ball,  out 
for  three  hours  in  the  afternoon,  had  twenty-five  nice 
fish  Nov.  4.  Weather  a little  unsettled  ; fish  not  quite 
so  free  taking  the  hook,  and  several  members  of 
different  angling  societies  here  to  try  Sunday  fishing. 
Nov  5 The  weather  moderated  considerably,  and 
several  good  takes  of  whiting.  Three  members  of  the 
Gresham  Angling  Society  took  five  score  whiting ; Mr. 
Ball  and  Mr.  Brook,  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  took  seven  and  a 
half  score  whiting,  all  fine  fish  ; and  Mr.  Fry,  of  Fulham, 
with  another  friend,  brought  in  four  score  whiting,  one 
plaice,  and  some  smaller  fish.  Nov.  6.  Weather 
changed  very  suddenly,  and  very  nasty  sea  set  m alter 
the  fishing  boats  got  on  to  the  grounds,  obliging  them  to 
soon  retreat  for  the  shore,  all  with  very  small  catches. 
Should  the  weather  moderate  the  tides  will  suit  well  tor 
all  day  fishing.— Bdwaed  Hangee  (Agent  British  Sea 
Anglers’  Society).  . 

(Jreat  Yarmouth..— Sea-fishing  is  getting  better, 
the  fish  run  a great  deal  larger.  On  Friday  one  gentle- 
man took  two  off  the  jetty,  9|lb.  audl4Jlb.  ; on  Satur- 
day there  were  three  taken  off  the  pier,  6|lb.,  81b., 
151b.,  several  good  fish  have  been  taken.  I had  one  on 
Monday  of  9|lb,  and  Mr.  Bradshaw  had  one,  Wm., 
before  breakfast.  The  bait  is  Ingworms,  of  which  1 
have  a supply  always  on  hand.— H.  Salingeb. 

Plymouth. — The  grey  mullet  are  about  here  in 
swarms,  and  are  being  taken  at  Great  Western  Docks 
and  the  wooden  pier  at  Tarnchapel,  fishing  with  a rod 
with  a paternoster  with  No.  6 hooks  to  short  looped 
gut  which  enables  them  to  stand  well  out  from  the  line, 
baited  with  small  bits  of  mud  worm  or  an  inside  of  a 
shrimp.  Pollack  are  still  plentiful  up  and  doTO  the 
coast ; the  red  indiarubber  sand  eel  seems  to  be  the  best 
bait.  The  bass  seem  to  have  taken  themselves  oft  ; 

I have  not  heard  of  many  being  caught  this  w^k. 
Other  fishing  much  as  usual.— Rivbe  Fishing.— ihe 
season  wound  up  very  well.  Takes  of  salmon  aad  peel 
in  the  various  rivers  fully  made  up  for  the  slackness  ot 
the  trout  season  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  owing  to 
the  want  of  water  in  the  rivers.— William  Hbabdee. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).— Sea  angling  has  been 
interrupted  here  by  a rough  sea  and  a strong  westerly 
wind.  On  Saturday  the  wind  veered  to  the  east,  and 
since  then  about  six  boats  have  been  out  daily,  ihe 
fish  principally  taken  were  whiting  and  gurnard.  Ihe 
former  are  not  as  plentiful  as  they  were  last  week,  ihe 
best  hamper  during  the  week  was  one  of  12()  whiting, 
forty-seven  bream,  and  150  gurnet,  obtained  by  tour 
anglers  on  Saturday. — Thos.  J.  Denneht. 

Whitby.— the  wind  and  tide  being  favourable,  some 
very  good  sport  is  being  had  in  the  harbour,  some  capital 
shoals  of  billets,  peniiocks,  whiting,  and  dabs  being 
driven  in  from  the  North  Sea.  The  fish  are  usuaUy 
caught  with  a set  line,  or  what  is  locally  called  a trat, 
while  others  are  caught  with  the  rod.  When  used,  the 
fly  consists  chiefly  of  goose  feather,  and  in  this  way  some 
big  billets  and  codlings  are  caught  from  the  pier  ends. 
Altogether  the  sport  is  very  goud.— Jno.  J.  Jackson. 
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SCOTCH  EEPORTS. 

Border  Bsk. — The  angling  season  in  the  Esk,  which 
closed  on  Oct.  1,  was  the  poorest  within  living  memory. 
The  best  captures  of  whiting  were  made  chiefly  in  the 
Metal  Bridge  water  below  Longtown.  On  the  Monday 
preceding  the  closing  day  a good  many  salmon  were 
caught.  The  good  hauls  were  mainly  due  to  the  rise  in 
the  waters,  and  an  extra  spurt  on  the  part  of  the 
anglers.  During  the  season  fairly  good  sport  was  had 
on  the  Netherby  reserved  water.  Sir  Richard  Graham 
was  often  on  the  river  when  it  was  in  fishing  trim.  Good 
sport  was  also  provided  in  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch’s 
reserved  water  below  Langholm.  The  Broomholm 
reserved  water  also  supplied  some  good  fishing. 
Not  much  can  be  said  of  the  other  divisions  of  the  river. 
The  best  sport  in  the  mid  reaches  was  obtained  in  the 
Cauldron  Pool,  Willow  Pool,  Tommy’s  Pool,  and  Jock’s 
Pool.  From  Tommy’s  Pool  a good  catch  was  made  by 
Mr.  M'Thune,  who  caught  a 24-pounder  in  the  Liddle. 
The  Liddle  has  not  been  much  fished  this  season,  or 
more  “ kills  ” would  have  been  effected.  The  best  pools, 
both  in  the  Esk  and  Liddle,  did  not  afford  a tithe  of 
the  sport  furnished  in  1892  and  1893,  but  as  the 
sport  has  been  very  indifferent  in  all  the  rivers 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  the 
reason  o'f  the  falling  off  will  be  readily  understood.— 
Gilnockie. 

Dee,  Don,  &c.— Since  the  close  of  the  season  the 
following  additional  details  have  come  to  hand.  On  the 
Invercauld  Bal later  water  the  total  catch  for  the  season 
was  /OO  odd  fish,  somewhat  below  the  common  average, 
and  a long  way  back  from  last  year’s  record.  But  then 
the  summer  was  a blank,  and  the  previous  year*  an  ex- 
ceptionally bright  one.  The  months  of  April  and  March 
alone  yielded  some  500  fish.  Messrs.  Bristowe,  Sir 
George  Chetwode,  and  Mr.  Ferguson  were  the  leading 
early  anglers  in  these  parts.  The  weights  varied  from 
61b.  and  71b.  to  a 301b.  spring  fish  and  a 32ilb. 
autumn,  the  latter  the  top  weight  of  the  Dee  for  1893.  On 
the  Huntly  Lodge  during  the  last  two  days  of  the  season, 
Mr.  Wynne  anu  Col.  Clark  creeled  five  fish,  scaling  81b., 
261b.,  171b.,  151b.,  and  201b.  On  the  Kincardine  O’Neil 
section,  including  the  Lower  Diss,  Borrowstone,  Norton, 
Carlogie,  Ballogie,  Sluie,  Woodend,  and  Commonty 
waters,  471  fish  were  creeled  for  the  season— not  bad  for 
only  some  six  miles  of  the  river,  considering  the  adverse 
nature  of  things  in  general.  On  the  Sluie  water  Mr. 
Duncan  Davidson  had  during  the  last  few  days  eight 
fish  to  his  own  rod,  scaling  301b.,  191b.,  81b.,  and  51b. 
81b.,  17yb.,  61b.,  and  201b.  The  collapse  of  the  last  few 
days  is  chiefly  attributed  to  the  sudden  fall  m the  tem- 
perature of  the  water.  Since  then  a regular  turn  of 
winter  is  being  experienced. 

Don  (Aberdeenshire).— The  season  is  fairly  over, 
and  never  on  the  upper  reaches  was  there  a worse  one. 
Even  on  the  lower  sections  it  was  anything  but  good, 
and  some  ticket  holders  at  Grandholm  would  find  their 
fish  had  cost  them  a fair  price  when  everything  was 
paid  ; tickets,  railway  fares,  gillies,  tackle,  &c.  On 
the  well  known  Saugh  Pool,  just  below  the  fearful 
Muggiemoss  Dyke,  one  day  I saw,  when  the  water 
was  turned  on  to  the  mill  lead,  several  fine  salmon  left 
almost  high  and  dry,  and  I saw  a man  go  in  and  gather 
Phantoms,  De’il’s  traces,  and  all  sorts  of  tackles  en 
masse  that  had  been  lost  the  night  before ; he  got  a grand 
haul.  Prom  the  tackle  I saw,  sniggering  mu.st  be 
carried  on  every  night  to  an  enormous  extent. 
Cod  fish  hooks  in  the  form  of  triangles,  tied  to  a garden 
cord  and  a lump  of  lead  on  the  end  weighing  several 
ounces.  This  fearful  machine  is  thrown  across 
the  pool,  allowed  to  sink,  then  drawn  in  jerks  over. 
Pity  the  poor  salmon  it  comes  in  contact  with  • no 
mercy  is  shown.  The  noble  fish  is  simply  hauled  out 
like  a lump  of  wood.  I hear  in  the  middle  reaches 
netting  has  been  carried  on  to  a great  extent.  While 
this  state  of  things  exists  it  is  a poor  look  out  for  the 
upper  proprietors,  and  very  hard  for  the  residents  in 
the  Royal  burghs,  who  have  several  miles  of  really 
good  water ; and  here,  when  there  is  a chance  for  the 
residents,  their  rights  are  usurped  by  a lot  of  would  be 
anglers,  who  get  permission  for  the  paltry  sum  of  Is.  6d. 
per  day.  We  can  only  hope  for  better  things  next 
season.  The  weather  has  now  turned  Idtterly  cold,  and 
the  distant  hills  white  with  snow.  We  shall  soon  hear 
if  many  fish  have  been  able  to  reach  the  spawning 
grounds,  as  they  will  soon  be  seen  on  the  redds.— Blue 
Hackle. 

Zaocb  Brora.  The  season  on  this  loch  was  finished 
off  by  a fishing  competition.  Mr.  MacIntyre  was  first 
with  a basket  made  up  of  eight  brown  and  four  sea- 
trout  ; Mr.  George  Adams  had  seven  brown  and  three 
sea-trout ; and  Rev.  M.  Spark  had  five  brown  and  one  sea- 
trout.  The  fish  weighed  from  fib.  to  Iflb.  each.— A.  P. 

South  of  Scotland.— The  Annan,  the  Nith,  and  the 
Galloway  Urr  are  the  only  rivers  in  the  South  of  Scot- 
land that  remain  open  for  angling. — The  Annan. — In 
the  Annan  some  great  fish  have  fallen  to  the  rods'  this 
week.  On  Wednesday,  in  Mount  Annan  private  water 
Mr  W.  Wright  killed  one  at  the  Burnfoot  of  181b.  Mr.’ 
P.Dirom’s  fisherman  killed  one  of  17Jlb.  below  Brydekirk 
Caul.  In  Hoddom  water  Mr.  Wood  had  one  of  141b.  In 
the  Brewery  Pool  Mr.  John  Rae  killed  one  of  271b  ■ Mr 
Loudon  one  ol  151b.  in  the  Spital ; Mr.  W.  Wallas  o’ne  of 

: Mr.  Jas.  Bonner  killed  one,  in  the  Brewery, 

^ Hudson  one,  in  the  same  pool, 

f McNaughton,  of  Blackpool,  one 

of  bjlb.,  in  the  Galabank  Pool ; Mr.  Jas.  Armstrong 

of  201b.  ; and  Mr.  Will  Robinson  one  of  381b. 
On  Friday  this  river  came  into  flood.  The  following 
are  among  the  best  records  : Mr.  Thornburn,  two  fine 
(241b.  and  221b.) ; Mr.  Dirom’s  keeper,  one  ©f 
17Jlb. ; and  Mr.  Bell-Irving’s  keeper,  one  of  201b. ; Mr. 


Wm.  Wright,  one  of  291b.  ; Mr.  Loudon,  one  of  201b. ; 
Mr.  Wood,  one  of  201b.  ; Mr.  M.  Gibson,  one  of  101b.  ; 
Mr.  Grey,  one  of  191b.  ; Mr.  Henderson,  one  of  over 
201b.;  Mr.  J.  W.  Cowan,  one  small  fish;  Mr.  Jardine, 
one  of  191b. ; and  Mr.  T.  Jardine,  one  of  211b.  ; Mr. 
Wightman,  one  of  over  201b. ; Mr.  J.  Bell,  one  of 
191b. ; Mr.  R.  Cowan,  one  of  191b. ; Mr.  J.  Gardiner, 
one  of  251b.  ; and  one  of  151b.  was  caught  by  a local 
clergyman.  On  the  Halleatlis  water  a few  grand  salmon 
have  fallen  to  the  rod,  and  the  keeper  had  a few  nice 
fish.  Three  salmon,  of  251b.,  261b.,  and  281b.  were  killed. 
On  Wednesday  evening  last  week  Mr.  J.  Carruthers 
killed  one  of  161b.  ; Mr.  T.  Jardine,  one  of  171b.  ; Mr. 
J.  W.  Cowan,  one  of  211b.  ; Mr.  Banning,  one  of  81b.’;  Mr. 
W.  J.  Carruthers,  one  of  231b.  ; Mr.  T.  Moffat,  one  of 
151b.  ; and  Mr.  Jardine,  one  of  201b.  On  Friday  Mr.  T. 
Varrie  had  one  of  171b.  ; Mr.  Montgomery,  one  of  161b! 
On  Saturday  a good  number  of  fish  were  landed  in  the 
middle  and  higher  waters  ; Mr.  G.  Gardner  killed  one  of 
201b.  ; Mr.  J.  Paterson,  one  of  161b.;  and  Mr.  Little, 
Lochmaben,  killed  one  in  the  Four  Towns  water. — The 
N^h.- Very  little  has  been  done  in  the  Nith  and  its 
tributaries  this  season.  Since  last  report  a few  nice 
fish  have  fallen  to  the  rods,  but  the  sport  is  a long  way 
behind  that  of  last  year.- The  Ube  is  rather  low  for 
successful  sport,  and  not  many  salmon  have  been  seen 
in  the  pools. — Heatheebell.  ' 

Tweed.— There  is  not  much  to  note  in  the  way  of  im- 
provement in  salmon  angling  sport  on  this  river  for  the 
past  week.  Broken  weather  has  been  the  characteristic 
since  my  last  report,  and  we  had  a flood  on  Saturday  of 
about  3-|  feet,  but  the  river  was  once  more  fishable  on 
Monday,  but  little  sport  has  been  got  to  reward  anglers 
for  an  exceedingly  bad  season  so  far  ; and,  to  add  to  the 
misery,  the  Teviot  came  away  this  morning  (Thursday) 
to  the  extent  of  about  two  leet.  Before  this  rise,  the 
colour  of  both  the  rivers  was  bad,  snow  having  fallen  in 
the  upper  districts,  and  therefore  this  was  also  against 
the  Waltonian.  Taking  the  conditions  of  weather  and 
water  into  consideration,  sport  has  been  fairly  good 
during  the  fishing  days  that  have  been  got,  but  the 
captures  are  exceedingly  far  be  ow  the  takes  got  in  an 
ordinarily  fair  good  year.  The  reports  all  round  are  to 
the  effect  that  the  rivers  are  but  poorly  stocked  with 
fish,  notwithstanding  all  the  floods  we  have  had,  and 
whether  the  poaching  with  the  nets  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  has  anything  to  do  with  the  scarcity  of  fish  is  a 
Question  not  easily  decided.  One  fact,  however,  is 
patent,  and  that  is,  many  fish  must  got  during  the  ’pro- 
cess, as  of  the  salmon  killed  in  the  upper  reaches  lately 
many  bear  net  marks  on  their  bodies. — Max  wheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — For  so  far  the  spawning  season 
has  been  attended  with  success.  The  occasional  rains 
have  kept  the  water  at  a nice  height  for  the  fish  in 
safety  to  deposit  their  ova.  This  time  last  year,  or 
perhaps  later,  heavy  rains  caused  very  destructive 
floods  in  our  rivers.  Redds  containing  spawn  were 
completely  swept  away,  and  the  ova  buried  under  mud, 
where  itnever  vivified,  or  was  otherwise  destroyed.  In  the 
Blackwater  and  Ballinderry  rivers  the  lake  trout  from 
Lough  Neagh  have  spawned,  but  salmon  in  no  great 
numbers  have  yet  arrived  on  the  upper  favourite 
reaches.  The  last  runs  of  salmon  in  these  mentioned 
rivers  are  due  at  Christmas.  From  the  Mourne  and  its 
tributaries,  which  hold  the  best  spawning  grounds  in 
Ulster,  the  majority  of  the  fish  is  on  the  redds,  and  by 
the  end  of  another  fortnight  the  spawning  season  of  the 
earlier  and  middle  runs  will  be  over. 


SUNDAY  ANGLING. 

The  following  letter  appeared  in  the  Yorkshire  Weekly 
Post ;— 

“ Sib, — The  monthly  meeting  of  the  L.  and  D.A.S.A. 
was  held  recently  at  the  White  Swan  Hotel.  In  the 
discussion  it  was  proposed  and  carried,  by  thirteen 
votes  for  to  ten  against,  that  the  delegates  forming  the 
above  body  fish  a match,  and  that  it  take  place  on 
Dec.  3,  1893,  which  is  on  a Sunday.  I beg  they  will  do 
otherwise,  or  the  non-Sunday  anglers  will  be  compelled 
to  divide  themselves  from  the  Sunday  anglers  and  form 
another  amalgamation. 

“ I do  not  blame  the  workman  angler  fishing  at  some 
country  place  ou  a Sunday  when  he  cannot  get  away 
from  the  smoky  town  at  any  other  time,  but  I do  think 
that  the  delegates  of  the  L.  and  D.A.S.A.  ought  not  to 
fish  a match  on  that  day. 

‘‘If  this  kind  of  thing  occurs  they  will  find  the  riparian 
owners  against  them,  and  through  it  lose  many  good 
fishing  grounds  where  they  now  have  leave  to  fish.— 
Yours  sincerely,  “ Veteean  Angler.” 


A Cleveb  Gardener. — A gentleman  lately  dismissed 
a clever  but  dishonest  gardener.  For  the  sake  of  his  wife 
and  family  he  gave  him  a character,  and  this  is  how  he 
worded  it : “I  hereby  certify  that  A.  B.  has  been  my 
gardener  for  over  two  years,  and  that  during  that  time 
he  got  more  out  of  my  garden  than  any  man  I ever 
employed.” 


A Git.VND  SpECULAilON,  in  these  day.s  of  financial  unrest,  is  a 
rare  thing  for  people  with  spare  capital  to  come  across.  It  is. 
therelore.  refreshing  to  know  that  in  purchasing  a box  of 
Uolloway’s  Pills,  good  value  for  money  can  be  obtained.  The.v 
never  fail  to  give  instant  relief  from  pain,  and  no  disease  caii 
long  withstand  their  purifying  influence.  A few  aiipropriate 
doses  at  the  proper  period  will  prevent  many  a serious  illness. 
Their  primary  action  is  upon  the  blood,  stomach,  liver,  kidneys, 
and  bowels.  Their  secondary  action  strengthens  the  nervous 
centres.  No  drug  can  be  so  harmless  yet  so  antagonistic  to . 
disorders  caused  by  brain  worry.  The  most  perfect  reliance  may 
he  placed  upon  their  regulating  and  renovating  virtues. 


AN  AUTUMN  FISH. 


It  is  some  years  since  there  has  been  a season  so 
disastrous  to  the  salmon-fisher  as  this  in  the  Welsh 
rivers.  There  has  been  throughout  the  spring  and  sum- 
mer no  water  at  all,  and  no  water  means  no  fish.  There 
are  few  rivers  in  Wales  dearer  to  the  lover  of  sport  or 
scenery  than  the  silver  Wye,  and  even  this  beautiful 
stream,  in  spite  of  its  many  feeders,  has  been  little 
better  than  a succession  of  stagnant  pools.  It  has  been 
no  pleasure  on  Sunday  afternoon,  when  the  duties  of  the 
day  have  been  attended  to,  to  stroll  down  to  the  river 
bank  and  watch  the  rising  fish.  Not  one  to  be  seen  leap- 
ing  high  out  of  the  water  and  falling  back  with  the 
heavy  splash  which  creates  such  an  indescribable  sensa- 
tion in  the  fisherman’s  heart.  Whether  it  be  a taking  fish 
or.  not,  no  matter  to-day  ; be  may  be  far  away  to-morrow  ; 
still  it  is  a pleasant  sight. 

But  at  last  rain  has  come.  There  has  been  a heavy 
downpour  amongst  the  Cardiganshire  hills.  The  Clair- 
wen,  the  Elan,  Irfon,  Ithon,  have  poured  their  flooded 
waters  into  the  Wye,  and  for  the  first  time  this  season 
bank  full,  she  has  joined  her  sister  Severn. 

The  fisherman’s  heart  is  glad.  His  favourite  catch  is 
in  perfect  order  ; it  has  seldom  failed  him  with  the  river 
as  it  is.  His  hopes  are  realised  ; and,  after  so  long 
waiting,  great  is  his  satisfaction  as  he  looks  down  upon 
the  fifteen-pounder  lying  at  his  feet.  It  is  true  that  it  is 
an  autumn  fish,  wanting  in  that  perfect  beauty  of  condi- 
tion which  is  only  to  be  seen  in  a clean-run  spring  fish. 
Its  dash  and  pluck  are  not  the  same.  Twenty  minutes 
are  enough  to  bring  it  to  the  gaff ; but  those  twenty 
minutes  have  afforded  a gratification  that  is  only  felt  by 
those  who  are  real  lovers  of  the  sport. 

The  fisherman  allows  himself  a short  rest  before 
moving  to  the  next  catch  ; and  as  he  lingers  many 
thoughts  cross  his  mind.  Where  did  the  fish  come 
from  P How  came  it  there  ? It  could  not  have  been  in 
the  catch  daring  those  long  months  of  drought — it 
would  have  been  unfit  for  human  food.  It  could  not 
have  moved  slowly  from  pool  to  pool,  because  there  has 
not  been  water  enough  in  the  streams  all  the  summer  to 
allow  it  to  pass  up.  It  must  have  come  from  the  sea. 
If  the  Bristol  Channel  be  the  sea,  that  is  130  miles 
away,  and  it  only  had  some  forty-eight  hours  to  do  the 
journey.  Was  it  one  long  steady  swim  against 
the  current  of  that  rushing  river,  or  did  it 
pause  now  and  again  to  rest?  Then,  why  did  it 
come  to  that  particular  spot  ? Was  it  instinct  or 
memory  brought  it  there?  Was  it  making  its  way 
to  the  water  of  its  infancy  ? Was  it  a stranger  to  this 
river,  compelled  by  some  incomprehensible  attraction 
to  travel  higher  and  higher  up  the  river  seeking  some 
spawning-bed  which,  for  all  it  knew,  might  be  before  it 
or  not  ? But  the  fisherman  must  not  linger.  The  October 
days  are  drawing  to  a close,  and  it  may  be  he  will  not 
have  another  day  on  which  he  may  cast  his  fly  upon  the 
water.  He  may  land  half  a dozen  fish  or  more  before 
night  comes  on,  for  the  river  is  now  fairly  well  sup- 
plied. The  nets  are  off,  and  the  flood  came  just 
in  time ; but  it  is  only  a few  days  to  the  end  of 
the  season,  and  he  must  work,  and  work  hard,  if  he 
would  make  up  for  lost  time,  and  get  some  slight 
compensation  for  the  sport  which  has  been  so  long 
denied  him.  The  nets  are  off  ! What  heartburnings 
the  same  nets  have  caused  ! How  the  true  fisherman 
hates  the  sight  of  those  bare  and  staring  poles,  those 
long  lines  of  netting,  and  corks,  and  lead — such  a 
hideous  spectacle,  and  one  so  common  on  the  banks  of 
the  middle  waters  of  the  Wye  ! Passing  by  chance  the 
fishmonger’s  shop — maybe  in  Hereford  or  in  Ross — with 
a feeling,  half  of  anger,  hilf  of  envy,  he  looks  upon  that 
301b.  fish  lying  on  the  marble  slab,  fresh  from  the  river, 
untainted  by  contact  with  straw  or  ice.  Why  so  seldom 
does  such  a fish  come  to  his  share  ? That  one 
might  have  worked  its  way  to  the  upper  waters  and 
been  his  had  it  not  been  for  those  abominable  nets. 
And  now  his  turn  has  come.  This  is  why  he  loves 
October.  The  autumn  fish  may  not  show  such  sport  as 
the  spring — certainly  is  not  so  exquisitely  delicate  for 
the  table — but  quantity  makes  up  in  some  degree  for 
quality.  Given  a favourable  condition  of  water,  there  is 
nothing  to  come  between  the  fisherman  and  success 
during  the  few  days  of  the  season  that  remain  to  him. 

A fair  chance  for  the  fish  from  the  river’s  mouth  to 
within  a few  miles  of  its  source  ; there  is  not  a hindrance, 
not  a block  to  the  travelling  fish,  no  fear  of  its  being 
entangled  in  those  deadly  folds.  All  is  clear 
before  him  ; there  is  nothing  to  dread,  except  from 
its  own  indiscretion.  That  alone  can  give  the  fisher- 
man the  advantage,  and  he  avails  himself  of  it.  The 
tiniest  feathers  from  the  most  delicately  plumaged  birds, 
and  those  combined  not  haphazard,  but  with  the 
cunning  of  the  tempter  and  from  a long  experience  of 
the  frailty  of  the  fish — in  short,  the  “proper  fly,” 
varying  under  varying  circumstances,  but  always  in 
colour  and  size  suitable  to  the  particular  river,  can 
alone  ensure  success.  Much  is  said  about  luck  in 
salmon  fishing.  Butin  the  end  a thorough  knowledge 
of  water,  and  of  the  flies  adapted  to  the  water,  com- 
bined with  a certain  amount  of  skill,  will  bring  more 
fish  to  land  than  will  the  best  luck  in  the  world. — 
Saturday  Review. 


Enemies  of  the  Oyster. — One  to  two  million  oysters 
are  produced  from  a single  parent,  and  their  scarcity  is 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  man  is  not  the  only 
oyster-eating  animal.  The  starfish  loves  the  oyster  and 
preys  upon  it  unceasingly.  A variety  of  whelk  is  also 
Very  fond  of  young  oysters,  to  get  at  which  it  bores 
right  through  the  shell  and  sucks  the  fish  up  through 
the  hole  thus  made. — Buffalo  Express. 
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Eepotts  from  Clufrs 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Be^^rts  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning.  Thursday  night’s  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  morning.  Address"  Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,” 
tnorfeed  “ Club  Eepokt  ” outside  envelope. 


Anglers’  Association.  -The  monthly  moetinfr  of 
the  Renting  and  Preservation  Committee  will  take  place 
on  Monday  evening  next,  Nov.  13,  at  8 30. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers’  Association.  --  Southern  District 
Visiting  List. — A return  visit  on  the  above  list,  in 
conjunction  with  the  S.L.  U.V.L.,  will  take  place  on 
Monday  next,  the  13th  inst.,  at  the  Bermondsey  Brothers 
Angling  Society,  Woolpack  Tavern,  Bermondsey- street, 
S.E.,  when  I hope  to  see  a good  muster  of  brother 
anglers,  as  this  society  is  always  represented  at  every 
visit. — G.  W.  Armstrong,  District  Officer. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.— Since  my  last 
report  I beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt 
of  17s.  from  the  late  Rye  House  competition. — R. 
Ghurney. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society. — 

The  following  members  weighed-in  on  the  6th  inst.  viz., 
Mr.  H.  Challon,  jack,  31b.  15oz.,  winning  second  prize  ; 
and  Mr.  Bridge,  jack,  21b.  5oz.,  winning  the  third  prize 
incur  Windsor  match.  Mr.  R.  Challon  also  weighed-in 
roach  and  dace.  Several  other  members  were  out ; but, 
owing  to  the  state  of  the  water  and  weather,  did  not 
show  up.  Members  of  the  Western  District  List,  and 
other  districts,  are  cordially  invited  to  our  return  visit, 
which  takes  place  on  Thursday,  Nov.  23,  instead  of 
Wednesday,  Nov.  22.  I hope  we  shall  have  the  support 
of  all  onr  angling  brethren,  as  our  club  pays  the  compli- 
ment to  all  the  district  visits.  We  hope  to  secure  our 
dear  old  friend,  Harry  Howard,  to  favour  us  on  this 
occasion  by  taking  the  chair. — B.  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln’s-inn-fields. — On  Nov.  5 Mr.  H. 
Seymour  saved  ns  from  a blank  with  roach  from  Thames. 
I hope  anglers  and  friends  will  not  forget  our  concert 
, on  Monday  next,  Nov.  13,  when  one  and  all  will  be 
heartily  welcomed. — G.  Marriott. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea. — On  Nov.  5 we  fished  a 
match  at  Chertsey,  when  only  two  prizes  were  taken,  by 
the  following  : Mr.  G.  Rich  and  Mr.  James.  Several 
others  had  fish,  but  did  not  reach  the  required  weight. 
Mr.  Lovett  weighed-in  121b.  7oz.  of  roach  and  dace  from 
the  Tidals.  I hope  all  members  will  attend  on  AVednes- 
day  next  to  arrange  another  outing.  We  have  voted 
10s.  to  the  Thames  Preservation  Fund. — J.  Rich. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
Sun,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — On  Nov.  5, 
our  members  were  out  in  good  force  to  fish  for  a series 
of  prizes,  with  the  result  of  a fine  show  of  fish,  con- 
tributed by  the  following  members  : Mr.  Hake  taking 
first  prize ; Mr.  Embleton,  sen.,  second  ; Mr.  T.  Emble- 
ton,  jun.,  third:  Mr.  Windier  being  fourth.  Messrs. 
Nunn,  sen.,  Tomkins,  Lambarth,  jun.,  and  W.  Lewis  also 
had  roach.  The  return  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  District 
took  place  at  the  above  on  Monday  evening,  and  we 
thank  the  members  of  clubs  who  attended  for  their  kind 
' support  on  the  occasion. — E.  R.  Embleton. 

Anchor  and  Hope,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent-road, 
S.B. — Several  members  were  out  on  Nov.  5,  but  very  few 
takes  were  recorded — reporting  the  usual,  water  very  low 
I and  bright.  At  Wednesday’s  meeting  three  new  mem- 
1 hers  were  proposed,  and  it  was  agreed  to  fish  for  the 
monthly  prizes  at  Amberley  on  Nov.  12;  start  by 
■ 8.20  train  from  London  Bridge.  Members  are  urged  to 

I note,  and  turn  up  in  force  at  the  Bermondsey  Brothei-s 
( visit  on  Monday  next ; also  another  visit  on  same  night 
^ to  the  Alma. — D.  Davis. 

Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society,  Princess  of 
' Wales,  South-street,  Walworth. — Our  trays  were  well 
I filled  on  the  5th,  by  Mr.  H.  Scutt,  with  roach  and  bream. 

I We  fish  our  next  series  of  prizes  on  Nov.  12,  at  Woking, 
I all  start  by  first  train,  when  I hope  to  see  a good  muster. 

I I should  like  to  remind  members  that  we  still  hold  our 
1 meetings  every  Wednesday  night. — E.  Harman. 

Battersea  and  Earlsfield.-.  United  Anglers’ 
I Visiting  Eist. — On  the  3rd  inst.  a large  meeting  of 
i delegates  representing  the  various  angling  clubs  of 
} Battersea  and  district  met  at  the  Lord  Ranelagh, 
• A’'erona-street,  S.W.  (Battersea  United  Club),  to  con- 
( sider  a proposition  placed  before  them  for  a local 
f visiting  list.  It  was  decided  that  visits  should  be  once  a 

i month  to  each  club  in  rotation,  the  first  one  going  to 
the  Earlsfield  on  the  8th  inst.,  at  which  it  is  hoped  over 
one  hundred  anglers  will  assemble.  Mr.  Burkett  (of 
p the  Earlsfield  Angling  Society)  was  appointed  president, 
p and  Mr.  E.  Wilson  (Battersea  United)  vice-chair,  the 
1 following  gentlemen  being  delegates  on  the  committee  : 
^ Messrs.  Rich  and  Cooper  (Amicable  Excelsior),  Mumford 

!and  Antcliff  (Battersea  Friendly),  E.  Wilson  and  Trow- 
bridge (Battersea  United),  T.  Jameson  and  Barber 
t (Clapham  Junction),  and  Burkett  and  Bruce  (Earlsfield), 
t and  as  advancement  is  made  no  doubt  there  will  be  a 
li  few  trophies  put  up  for  competition  among  the  clubs  of 
I the  district. — A.  Trowbridge. 

Battersea  United  Piscatorials,  Lord  Ranelagh, 
Verona-street,  S.W. — On  2nd  inst.  Mr.  E.  Wilson 
weighed-in  chub,  &c.,  151b.  4oz.  On  Nov.  12  we  fish  at 
Pulborough,  Mr.  Ayshe’s  water  only,  for  three  prizes. 
7.7  a.m.  train  from  Clapham  Junction,  return  by  6 p.m. 
from  Pulborough.  Jack  barred  ; usual  conditions. — 
A.  Trowbridge. 


Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street. — Only  two  members  weighed- 
in  on  the  5th,  H.  Patman  and  J.  Smith,  some  capital 
roach  and  dace.  None  of  the  October  series  of  prizes 
being  taken  in  the  last  competition,  they  will  be  fished 
for  on  the  12th,  place  and  condition  decided  at  the  weekly 
meeting  on  the  Dth.  A return  visit  of  the  society  on  the 
South  London  Visiting  List,  in  conjunction  with  a visit 
on  the  Anglers’  Association  List,  Southern  Division, 
will  be  paid  to  this  society  on  Monday,  the  13th,  when 
the  company  of  brother  anglers  and  friends  will  be 
esteemed  a favour. — A.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street. — Since  my  last  report  we  have  fished 
our  match  at  Windsor,  the  following  gentlemen  taking 
prize.s:  Mr.  Jones,  1st;  Mr.  Dawson,  2nd;  Mr.  J. 
Foster,  3rd.  Mr.  Dawson  also  succeeded  in  winning 
the  single  men’s  prize,  given  by  Mr.  Marigold.  I hope 
members  will  come  up  next  week  and  give  us  their  as- 
sistance, so  that  we  can  make  arrangements  when  and 
where  we  shall  fish  our  November  match.  All  gentle- 
men in  arrears  kindly  settle  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
oblige. — J.-  Foster. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society.  -The 
following  members  weighed-in  on  the  5th  inst.,  for  our 
quarterly  match  at  Ware  ; H.  Davis,  perch,  first  ; J. 
Young,  roach,  second ; J.  Stevens,  perch,  third  ; C. 
Davis,  perch,  fourth.  A Christmas  outing  has  been 
arranged  to  take  place  on  Dec.  10,  for  prizes.  Mr.  T. 
Brown  has  been  elected  secretary  for  a quarter  in  place 
of — D.  Warren. 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  VI.,  King  Edward-street,  Liverpool-road. — Our 
two  monthly  gross  weight  prizes  for  October  were  won 
by  Mr.  Tame  and  Mr.  Horley.  On  Nov.  5 we  fished  at 
Pangbourne  for  our  thirtieth  yearly  subscription  medal 
and  other  prizes,  but  owing  to  the  state  of  the  river, 
poor  sport  was  obtained,  The  medal  was  won  by  Mr. 
G.  Clark,  after  trying  for  ten  years.  Two  other  prizes 
were  also  won  by  Mr.  Bass  and  Mr.  Maynard. — Hy. 
Tame. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley. — Several  of  our  members  were  out  on 
the  5th  inst.,  but  met  with  poor  sport.  The  following 
weighed-in  : Messrs.  Parmenter  and  W.  Short,  bream 
and  roach;  J.  Watkins,  roach  and  dace  ; N.  Lees,  jun., 
jack;  and  B.  Lees,  jack.  We  have  elected  another 
working  member.  I hope  to  see  some  of  onr  long  absent 
members  show  up  next  Tuesday,  to  arrange  for  Christ- 
mas prizes. — J.  Watkins,  sec. 

Burton  Piscatorials,  Globe,  Derby-street,  King’s 
Cross. — Since  my  last  report  Mr.  A.  Richards  has 
weighed-in  1411).  8joz.  of  good  class  roach  and  bream 
(several  roach  nearly  11b.,  and  best  bream  21b.  ISJoz.)  ; 
Mr.  C.  Roberts,  71b.  4Joz.  of  roach  and  dace.  Our 
match  for  the  three  prizes  offered  by  Messrs.  Clarbour 
and  Rosenthal  will  take  place  on  Dec.  3 (go  where  you 
please  on  the  morning).  Bank  fishing  only  ; two  rods 
allowed.  There  are  a few  members  I should  be  pleased 
to  hear  from. — C.  Roberts. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E. — On  Nov.  5, 
in  onr  match  at  Boreham,  for  the  two  prizes  that  stood 
over,  Mr.  T.  Stone  and  Mr.  J.  Riley  were  the  winners. 
Mr.  P.  Heester,  from  other  waters,  weighed-in  a very 
nice  show  of  roach  and  dace  (heaviest  roach  11b.  3|oz., 
heaviest  dace  fioz.),  and  Mr.  C.  Marney  weighed-in  jack. 
1 should  like  to  see  some  of  our  new  members  attend 
the  club  meetings  a little  more  regularly  than  of  late. — 
O.  Jones. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs. 

— The  monthly  delegate  meeting  took  place  at  the  Bed- 
ford Head  Hotel,  Covent  Garden,  on  Monday  last.  Mr. 
C.  A.  Metcalf  occuiiied  the  chair.  The  minutes  were 
read  and  confirmed.  The  committee  recommended  that 
the  secretary  be  authorised  to  pay  the  costs  incurred  by 
the  solicitor  who  had  charge  of  the  Donald  Flint  defence 
case.  This  was  unanimously  endorsed  and  agreed  to  by 
the  delegates.  A deputation  attended  from  the  South 
London  Anglers  urging  the  association  to  lend  its  sup- 
port to  an  application  being  made  for  increased  facilities 
lor  anglers  going, to  Pulborough  and  Amberley.  It  was 
then  proposed  and  agreed  to  bring  this  matter  under  the 
immediate  notice  of  Mr.  Eldridge.  The  secretary  re- 
ported that  the  result  of  the  recent  appeal  made  to  the 
clubs  for  restocking  of  public  rivers  was  very  far  from 
satisfactory,  only  a few  of  the  clubs  appearing  to 
give  this  all  - important  question  any  consideration 
or  support,  other  means  would  therefore  have  to  be 
adopted  to  raise  funds  for  this  necessary  and  urgent 
purpose.  The  following  sums  had  been  received  and 
handed  over  to  the  treasurer,  Mr.  Thos.  Crumplen  : — 
Piscatorial  Society,  £2  2s. ; Silver  Trouts,  £2  Os.  fid. ; 
West  London,  £1  Is. ; Great  Northern  Brothers,  £1  Is.  ; 
De  Beauvoir,  £1  Is. ; Amicable  Waltonians,  13s.  ; 
Burton,  12s.  61. ; Battersea  Friendly,  12s.  fid. ; Anchor 
and  Hope,  10s.  fid.  ; Shepherd’s  Bush,  lOs.  fid.  ; 
Athenaeum,  10s.  fid. ; Walham  Green,  10s.  fid.  : Izaak 
Walton,  10s.  fid.;  Brothers  Well  Met,  lOs.  ; Pheenix, 
10s. ; Bermondsey  Brothers,  10s. ; Second  Surrey,  5s. ; 
Cliftonville,  5s.  ; Royal  George,  5s.  ; Amicable  Brothers, 
5s.  ; Independent,  5s.  ; Pixie  Brothers,  5s. ; North 
London,  5s.  Mr.  James  Smith  was  unanimously  elected 
deputy  tyler.  The  bailiffs  handed  in  reports  as  to  their 
respective  duties  at  our  Pulboro’  and  Amberley  fisheries, 
and  from  the  latter  place  some  remarkably  good  takes  of 
fish  have  been  obtained  right  through  the  season,  the 
number  of  specimen  fish  recorded  being  quite  phenomenal. 
Mr.  C.  Watling,  visiting  officer,  reported  that  a most 
successful  visit  had  been  paid  to  the  Burton  Pisca- 
torials, twenty -three  clubs  being  represented,  also  to  the 
Cliftonville,  where  twelve  clubs  were  also  present,  the 
next  visit  being  to  the  Crown  and  Buckland  United.  On 


Nov.  19  a special  party  will  visit  our  vice-president,  Mr. 
J.  Kelly,  at  Waltham  Abbey.  Any  friends  intendingto 
join  the  party  are  requested  to  advise  the  secretary  at 
once  ; all  to  start  by  the  9 a.m.  train  from  Livorpool- 
street.  The  secretary  reported  a steady  increase  in  the 
number  of  privilege  tickets  issued,  the  number  already 
issued  being  greatly  in  advance  of  any  previous  year. 
All  communications  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  fi, 
Priter-road,  Bermondsey. 

City  of  London  and  Hising  Sun  Angling' 
Society.  -Mr.  Affleb  had  31b.  8oz.  of  roach  and  dace 
on  the  5th.  The  next  visit  on  the  No.  2 Eastern  Dis- 
trict will  be  to  this  society  on  Monday,  Nov.  27.  We 
fish  for  prizes  at  Windsor  on  Dec.  3. — Cas. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Soc^ty. -j— The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.—* 
On  Nov.  5 last  tve  fished  our  match  at  Wraysbury  for 
a supper.  Result : Mr.  A.  Bowater’s  side  won  with  4oz. 
Our  half  yearly'  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  will 
take  place  on  Nov.  23.  Members  please  note  that 
Nov.  15  will  be  quarterly  night,  1 hope  all  members 
will  clear  the  books  by  then.  On  Wednesday  evening 
we  visited  the  Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  and  spent  a 
very  pleasant  evening.  Will  donors  of  prizes  let  me 
have  them  as  early  as  possible  ? — G.  T.  Jameson.\,j» 

Clerken-nrell  and  District  United  Viafting 
List. — A visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the  Amie>i!)le 
Waltonian  Angling  Society  on  Monday  last,  Mr. 
Embleton  in  the  chair,  eleven  societies  being  represented, 
viz..  Crown  and  Buckland,  City  of  London,  and  Rising 
Sun,  Seymour  Brothers,  Eustonian,  Amicable  WaL  • 
tonian.  Funny  Folks,  North  London,  Royal  George,  St. 
John’s,  Convivial,  Bermondsey  Brothers,  and  Serapis. 
The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Funny  Folks  Angling 
Society,  held  at  the  Rose  and  Crown,  Goswell-street; 
date  next  week.— F.  Castell. 

Cliftonville  Angling  Society,  Cliftonville  Hotel, 
Ilderton-road,  South  Bermondsey. — The  Central  Asso- 
ciation visit  was  held  at  the  above  house  on  Monday 
last.  Amongst  those  who  contributed  to  the  harmony 
were  Messrs.  White,  Furnell,  Toobey,  and  Harrison.  I 
thank  those  gentlemen  who  so  kindly  contributed  to 
make  so  pleasant  an  evening,  and  inform  them  that  ther 
next  on  the  list  falls  to  the  Crown  and  Buckland.  Will 
members  attend  early  next  Wednesday  to  arrange  for  a^ 
ladies’  night  i'—P.  Gardner. 

Ciissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  Stoke 
Newington. — Several  of  our  members  were  out  on- 
Nov.  5,  but  Mr.  Anthony  saved  us  from  a blank.  On 
Nov.  12  we  fish  a pegged-down  match  at  Harlow  for  five 
prizes.  All  members  who  did  not  attend  last  meeting 
please  note.  Train  leaves  Hackney  Downs  at  8.11, 
and  Tottenham  Hale  7.-50.  Start  fishing  at  10  a.m. ; 
finish  at  5 p.m. — E.  J.  M. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Keusal* 
road,  W.  — We  had  fish  weighed-in  on  Nov.  5 by : 
Messrs.  E.  Baxter,  roach  and  dace  ; and  T.  Twyunan, 
roach  and  gudgeon.  The  next  outing  takes  place  on 
Dec.  3 ; conditions  to  be  made  oa  Tuesday  next, 
Nov.  14.  I hope  all  members  will  attend. — A_  Smith. 

Cro'wn  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorial 
Society,  Middlesex  Arms,  34,  Clerkenwell-green. — A 
special  general  meeting  was  held  on  Nov.  8.  A match 
was  arranged  for  Messrs.  H.  Wright  and  C.  Fumiell’^ 
prizes,  to  take  place  at  Broxbourne  on  Nov.  19,  all  to 
start  on  the  morning.  Our  return  visit  on  the  Central 
Association  to  take  place  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  21,  chair- 
man, Mr.  C.  Fnnnell;  vice,  Mr.  J.  Ritty,  when  I hope 
we  shall  have  a bumper,  as  we  have  not  had  a visit  for  a- 
longtime  now.  The  half-yearly  supper  will  take  place 
on  Wednesday,  Nov.  29,  chairman,  Mr.  C.  Funnell ; 
vice-chair,  Mr.  A.  Sherwood.  The  balance-sheet  for  the 
quarter  was  read,  and  was  satisfactory.  One  new 
member  was  added  to  our  list,  and  several  more  have 
promised. — W.  H.  Bdrwash. 

Dalstou  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  5th  inst.  twelve  of  my 
members  competed  for  a series  of  Christmas  prizes,  but 
I am  sorry  to  say  not  one  was  taken.  The  competition 
will  bo  continued  in  the  River  Lea  at  Cheshunt  on  the 
12th  inst.  : members  to  go  down  by  the  9.19  from 
Hackney  Downs.  I am  very  pleased  to  state  that  Mr. 
Poore  saved  us  from  a blank  with  some  very  nice  roach 
and  bream. — S.  Malbt. 

Epsom  Angling  Society.— At  our  monthly  meet- 
ing held  on  Monday  last,  Vice-President  C.  M.  Wood- 
ford took  the  chair  and  announced  that  the  President, 
F.  W.  Coles,  Esq.,  who  was  to  have  done  so,  had  been 
unavoidably  prevented  owing  to  a sudden  attack  of 
indisposition.  There  was  a good  attendance  of  members, 
and  Mr.  J.  Jeffery,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Society 
for  Promoting  the  Reading  of  Papers  at  Angling  Clubs, 
read  selections  from  “ Bret  Harte,”  which  were  much 
appreciated,  and  a vote  of  thanks  accorded  him.  The 
list  of  prizes  and  the  state  of  the  various  competitions 
up  to  date  were  read  by  the  chairman,  after  which  a 
discussion  took  place  upon  piscatorial  matters.  Since 
last  report  the  following  have  weighed-in  : C M.  Wood- 
ford a jack  31b.  Ifoz. ; Messrs.  Dix  and  Wagstaffe,  J^lb. 
roach  and  dace. — Edward  Wm.  Hailes. 

Eus'touian  Angling  Society,  The  Silver  Cup, 
Cromer-street,  Gray's-inu-road. — 1 beg  to  inform  secre- 
taries and  brother  anglers  that  we  have  removed  from 
the  King’s  Head,  Swiutou-street,  to  the  above  house, 
where  we  shall  be  pleased  to  see  as  many  friends  as  can 
attend  on  Sunday  and  jWednesday  evenings.  The  next 
outing  will  take  place  on  Nov.  19.  at  Woking,  for  five 
club  prizes,  all  to  start  from  Waterloo  on  the  morning.— 
C.  Abbott. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials. -No  good  takes  offish 
have  been  weighed-in  since  last  report.  I regret  to 
announce  the  sudden  death,  at  his  residence  this  (Wed- 
nesday) evening,  of  our  esteemed  friend  and  chairmajv, 
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Mr.  W.  H.  Talbot,  which  falls  almost  as  a personal  loss 
on  all  of  us,  by  whom  he  was  held  in  the  greatest  respect. 
The  usual  business  of  the  society  was  postponed  in  con- 
sequence, and  our  sincere  and  heartfelt  sympathy  was 
aceorded  his  family  in  their  bereavement.  J . A. 
OUVEE. 

General  Preservation  Fund.  — Since  my  last 
report  I beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
lOs.  from  the  Walworth  Waltonians,  10s.  from  the 
Dalston,  and  4s.  from  the  Odds  and  Evens  Angling 
Societies.— E Ghurnet. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Enssell,  Isledon- 
road,  N. — We  had  a small  show  of  fish  on  Nov.  5, 
Messrs.  Caborn,  roaeh,  31b.  3oz.  : Thomas,  dace, 

llh.  lOJoz.  ; W.  Lawrence,  roach ; other  members  out, 
but  not  successful. — A.  Payne. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Eoley-street. — On  Nov.  5 only  a few  of  our  members  went 
out,  when  they  met  with  indifferent  success.  Our 
Messrs.  Green  and  Trowbridge  weighed-in  roach  ; Mr. 
Cfemmiu,  jack  ; Messrs.  Ellins  and  Fowler,  dace.  Mr. 
Eowler  had  two  pretty  dace,  lOJoz.  and  8Joz.  The 
largest  has  gone  to  Messrs.  Cooi^er  to  be  set  up. — John 
Goatlet. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch.  — There  were  some  good 
dace  brought  to  the  club  on  the  5th  inst.  by  Mr. 
Devon,  also  roach  by  Mr.  Parker,  and  jack  by 
C..  E.  James.  On  Tuesday  there  was  a fair  number  of 
members  present  ; the  auditors  gave  in  their  report  and 
read  the  balance  sheet,  which  was  received  and  passed. 
The  members  will  fish  for  their  Christmas  prizes  on  the 
19th  inst.  at  Ware  ; all  start  by  the  nine  o’clock  train. — 
R.  Murphy. 

Grange  Angling  Society.— The  autumn  outing 
was  held  at  Windsor,  on  Thursday,  the  2nd  inst.  The 
day  was  a most  wretched  one  so  far  as  the  weather  was 
concerned  ; but  still  the  members  stuck  to  their  post  s, 
although  the  sport  was  anything  but  good.  The  first 
prize  was  taken  by  Mr.  George  Wood,  second  by  Mr.  T. 
^ndilands,  and  third  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Eich. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Castle  Inn, 
Leyton-road,  Stratford  New  Town. — Since  my  last 
report  Mr.  W.  Steer  and  J.  Grande  have  weighed  some 
good  shows  of  roach  and  dace.  Tuesday,  the  7th  inst., 
was  quarterly  night.  All  arrears  should  be  paid  by 
Tuesday  next.  At  our  last  meeting  it  was  decided  to 
fish  a match  on  the  19th,  and  to  decide  at  the  next 
meeting  where  it  shall  take  place. — G.  F.  Weaver. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. — At  the  usual  weekly 
meeting,  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  H.  H.  Cooke  presided. 
Messrs.  Close,  Hayward,  and  J.  Hearn  had  fished  at 
Deal,  and  taken  four  and  a half  score  of  good  whiting  ; 
Mr.  Cooke  had  taken  one  chub,  3|lb.,  one  small  jack, 
and  a few  roach,  at  Great  Paxton.  Arrangements  were 
completed  for  the  sea  fishing  eompetition,  off  Deal,  on 
Thursday,  at  which  about  twenty-five  members  will 
compete  for  prizes.  A supper  by  members  and  friends 
will  take  place  at  the  society’s  rooms,  next  Tuesday, 
14th,  at  8 pm.  Tickets  should  previously  be  obtained 
of  the  seeretary. — James  Tayler. 

Gnildford  Angling  Society.— Up  to  the  present 
we  have  had  weighed-in,  one  pike  of  121b.,  one  of  151b., 
one  of  111b.,  one  of  71b.,  one  of  51b.  8oz.,  and  several  of 
less  weight  in  the  early  part  of  the  season.  In  October, 
one  51b.,  two,  2Jlb.,  one  71b.  lOoz.,  one  12jlb.,  and  three, 
71b.  2oz.  On  Nov.  5,  one  91b.  5oz.,  and  one  91b.  4oz., 
one  roach,  lib.  45OZ.  Not  much  has  been  done  with 
bream,  or  chub  or  carp.  Of  the  last  two  there  are  some 
patriarchs  ; they  can  stand  a deal  of  temptation  before 
feeding,  but  should  one  be  hooked,  they  generally  smash 
your  tackle.  All  these  fish  were  taken  from  the  Eiver 
Wey. -Black  Eod. 

Havelock  Angling  Society,  The  Good  Intent, 
Mowlem-street,  Bishop’s-road,  Cambridge-heath. — We 
fish  a mateh  for  four  prizes  on  Nov.  19  at  Shepperton 
(the  stretch  of  water  to  be  from  Shepperton  Lock  to 
Chertsey  Bridge).  All  competitors  to  go  by  the  eight 
o’clock  train  from  Waterloo,  and  meet  at  the  lock  before 
commencing  to  fish  The  match  to  be  under  the  usual 
conditions,  one  rod,  tow-path,  according  to  our  rules. 
Cease  fishing  at  4.30,  and  all  fish  to  be  shown  at  the  lock 
at  the  end  of  competition. — W.  Young. 

Hearts  of  Oak. — Our  members  were  out  on  Nov.  5, 
but,  we  had  a poor  show  of  fish  . The  members  weigh- 
Ing-in  were  Mr.  Eussell,  roach  ; Mr.  Wells,  perch  ; Mr. 
Holmes  prize  not  being  won.  The  members  will  go  out 
again  on  Nov.  12 ; same  conditions  as  last.  Our 
Christmas  prizes  have  commenced;  ,£4  was  drawn  from 
the  bank  to  be  fished  for.  All  we  want  now  is  for  the 
members  to  help  make  it  a bit  larger. — E.  T.  Russell. 

Horseferry  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Clarence, 
Horseferry-road,  Westminster.— On  Nov.  5 several 
members  were  out,  but  with  little  success,  Messrs. 
Barker  and  Brotherwood  being  the  only  members  to 
weigh-in.  At  the  special  meeting  it  was  decided  to  add 
several  prizes  to  the  Westminster  Times  prize  (cheque 
of  one  guinea),  to  be  competed  for  at  Kingston  on 
Nov.  12;  when  it  is  hoped  all  members  will  attend. 
Train  9 a.m.,  Vauxhall. — F.  Taylor. 

Hozton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  Nov.  5 
F.  Newton  weighed-in  81b.  14oz.  of  roach  ; P.  Schulze, 
21b.  of  hand.oome  perch. — E.  Ghurney 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road.— The  following  weighed-in 
on  the  29th  ult.  : Mr.  Croker,  roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  Hair, 
jack  ; and  Mr.  Baker,  perch.  On  Tuesday,  31st  ult.,  a 
new  member  was  elected.  On  the  5th  inst.  Mr.  Croker  had 
some  nice  roach  and  dace,  saving  the  club  from  a blank. 
Others  were  out,  but  did  not  show  up.  I wish  members 
would  come  up  on  Tuesday  nights  in  greater  numbers. — 
J.  H.  Herbert. 


Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society. — The  members 
will  compete  for  four  speeial  prizes  on  the  12th  inst.  ; 
particulars  to  be  had  at  the  clubhouse.  The  half- 
.vearly  distribution  of  special  prizes  will  take  place  on 
Wednesday,  Nov.  22,  on  which  occasion  the  members 
will  indulge  in  a supper.  On  Nov.  5 Mr.  G.  Rogers 
weighed-in  some  nice  bream  ; Mr.  A.  Furlong  and  C. 
Layton  roach. — H.  B. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville. — On  Nov.  5 a few  members 
were  out,  the  following  showing  fish  : Mr.  Clark,  roach, 
one  fish,  11b.  2oz.  ; Mr.  Walling,  roach ; Mr.  Wood, 
gudgeon.  On  Wednesday  last  Mr.  C.  Watling  opened 
our  Anglers’  Benevolent  box,  which  contained  ^61.  Mr. 
Watling  thanked  the  members  for  their  support,  and 
hoped  the  next  time  he  had  the  pleasure  to  open  the 
box  that  it  will  contain  twice  the  amount.  I am  sure 
all  members  will  do  their  best  to  support  the  box  as 
they  have  hitherto  done. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5, 
Queen’s-sqcare,  and  18,  St.  John’s-lane.  — At  our  last 
weekly  meeting,  which  was  well  attended,  stocking 
operations  were  to  the  fore,  and  resolutions  passed 
that  200  two-year-old  Loch  Leven  trout  be  ordered  from 
Howietoun  for  Euabon  Reservoir,  and  200  ilb.  to  ^Ib. 
bream  from  Mr.  T.  Ford,  for  Knowsley  water.  We  have 
also  the  promise  of  a neighbouring  gentleman  that  the 
proceeds  of  the  netting  of  his  well-stocked  lake  shall  be 
given  ns,  and  these  will  also  go  to  Knowsley,  as  well  as 
a goodly  lot  of  perch,  to  weigh  from  jlb.  to  lib.,  which 
are  to  be  netted  from  a fine  lake  early  next  year. 
Members  will  therefore  see  that  the  committee  are 
determined  to  provide  them  with  first-class  fishing. 
Our  vice-president  (Mr.  Whittington)  has,  in  his  usual 
thorough  and  energetic  manner,  taken  in  hand  the 
stocking  of  Euabon  Reservoir,  Pen-y-Coe,  so  we  may 
rely  on  this  being  done  efficiently.  I regret  exceedingly 
to  have  to  announce  that  the  keeper  of  our  Pen-y-Coe 
water,  Mr.  Morrison,  was  found  drowned  in  it  on 
Tuesday  morning,  Oct.  31.  He  must  have  made  a 
false  step  in  the  dark,  and  the  sides  of  the  embankment 
being  very  steep,  this  could  not  be  recovered,  and  the 
poor  fellow  would  hopelessly  disappear  into  thirty  feet 
of  water. — E.  Woolpall. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Railway  Tavern, 
King  Henry’s  Walk. — Our  weekly  meeting  was  held, 
as  usual,  on  Tuesday.  I hope  members  who  were  absent 
will  not  forget  that  we  have  a mateh  at  Langford  Hall, 
on  Dec.  12,  for  special  prizes.  All  to  leave  Liverpool- 
street  on  the  morning.  One  rod  only  to  be  taken. — 
J.  Comber. 

Mitre  Brothers,  Kingsgate-street,  Holborn. — On 
the  5th  inst.  Mr.  Timmins  weighed-in  five  jack,  largest 
5jlb.,  gross  weight  161b.  5jz.  Will  members  oblige  by 
attending  the  meetings  more  regularly  than  of  late,  as 
we  have  business  yet  to  do  of  importance. — A.  Toplis. 

North-Bast  Brothers. — Our  members  were  out  on 
Nov.  5 for  a peg-down  at  Hertford,  with  the  following 
result : G.  Smith,  first ; G.  Daycock,  second ; W. 

Drawbridge,  third;  Guy  Millwood,  fourth. — A.  Lewis. 

North  Lambeth  Angling  Society,  106,  West- 
minster Bridge-road,  S.E. — On  Oct.  29  a few  of  our 
members  were  out,  but  only  two  weighed-in,  viz.,  Mr. 
W.  Killick,  81b.  2^z.  roach,  and  another  with  jack  and 
roach.— Hon.  Reporter. 

Odds  and  Bvens  Angling  Society,  King  of 
Prussia,  Hoxton. — Although  several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  the  5th  inst.,  only  Mr.  J.  Bygrave,  sen., 
weighed-in,  with  a fine  show  of  roach,  close  upon  101b., 
several  nearly  a pound  each.  Now  the  waters  are  getting 
into  good  condition  I hope  our  members  will  make 
efforts  to  weigh-in  some  fish. — J.  Cuthbert. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Mape-street,  Bethnal  Green-road. — The  return 
visit  to  the  above  society  was  an  exceptionally  good  one, 
and  we  take  it  as  a great  compliment.  The  chair  was 
occupied  by  Mr.  S.  Cole  and  Mr.  W.  Midsom,  faced  by 
Mr.  A.  W.  Dennis.  During  the  evening  the  following 
gentlemen  contributed  to  the  evening’s  entertainment : 
Mr.  S.  Cole,  A.  W.  Dennis,  W.  Midsom,  Bagshaw, 
Parker,  Lindsey,  Russell,  Hnggett,  Gretton,  Malby, 
Newland,  Slade,  and  others.  Nineteen  clubs  answered 
the  roll,  and  we  shall  do  our  best  to  return  the  compli- 
ment. Mr.  Manning  opened  the  benevolent  box,  which 
contained  ,£2.  The  next  visit  goes  to  the  Park  Angling 
Society.  On  the  5th  fourteen  of  our  members  fished 
the  gull  at  Broxbourne  for  three  prizes,  one  weighable 
fish  only  being  taken,  a roach  of  9oz.,  by  Mr.  H.  Black- 
ledge.  About  thirty  undersized  jack  were  taken,  and 
returned,  many  of  them,  I fear,  to  linger  in  pain  and  die. 
Mr.  C.  Newton  had  a nice  jack  of  71b.,  taken  at  Ponder’s 
End  on  Nov.  12.  Twenty  of  our  members  will  fish  for 
a supper,  the  Forty-guinea  Water  has  been  selected.  All 
to  roam. — E.  Brocket t. 

Penge  Angling  Society,  The  Lord  Palmerston, 
Maple  Road,  Penge,  S.E. — Several  of  our  members  were 
out  on  the  5th,  when  Mr.  Muner  weighed-in  roach  and 
bream  (largest  roach  11b.  15ioz.),  from  Amberley; 
Mr.  Kelly,  roach  and  bream  from  club  water ; and 
Mr.  W,  F.  Field,  jack.  On  the  4th  Mr.  Sherwood  had 
a very  nice  take  of  roach  and  dace  from  Southend  Mill 
Pond,  weighing  81b.  3jOz.,  largest  dace  8oz.  Mr.  E. 
Oughton  was  elected  a member. — W.  F.  Field. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.  W. — On  the  5th  inst.  only  four  members  had  fish, 
viz.  : Messrs.  Boulfler,  F.  Dove,  C.  Dove,  and  Carr. 
The  best  fish  on  the  trays  was  Mr.  F.  Dove’s  chub, 
11b.  3Joz.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wicks’s  prizes  will  be  angled 
for  on  Nov.  19.  All  members  to  go  where  they  like  ; 
all  fish  to  weigh  ; two  rods  allowed.  The  monthly  club 
prize  was  won  by  Mr.  Carr,  and  Mr.  F.  Dove’s  monthly 
roach  prize  was  won  by  Mr.  Mares.  Mr.  Charles  Davis 
has  promised  a turkey  (211b.  to  251b.)  to  be  angled  for  as 


a Christmas  prize.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Scoble  was  pro-  i( 
posed  as  a working  member.  Last  week  I reported  a I 
tench.  21b.  8oz.,  as  taken  by  Mr.  Boxall ; it  should  have  ii 
been  Mr.  Kemble.  Messrs.  Boxall  and  F.  Dove  gave  a 1 1 
satisfactory  report  of  the  delegate  meeting. — H.  W.  I 
Morgan. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun,  ;i 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road. — On  Nov.  5 Mr.  Utting  !| 
had  a splendid  show  of  roach  and  bream  from  the  Med-  I 
way,  five  roach  over  lib.  each, [largest  Iflb.  ; Mr.  Mitchell 
also  had  a good  show  of  chub  and  jack  from  the  Thames. 
We  have  decided  to  have  a leg  of  mutton  supper  on  1 
Tuesday,  Nov.  28  ; tickets.  Is.  6d.  each.  Members  and  i 
friends  wishing  to  come  will  oblige  by  giving  in  their  ’’ 
names  a week  previously  to  the  above  date.  Mr.  ' 
Hardy  was  proposed  as  a working  member. — E.  Pyne. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor  « 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware  - road.  — 'There  was 
nothing  worth  recording  weighed-in  on  Nov.  5,  only 
three  shows  being  booked.  We  intend  having  a grand 
concert  at  the  above  on  Monday,  Nov.  27,  to  arrange  for 
a testimonial  for  one  of  our  members,  who  plunged 
into  the  canal  at  Langley,  and  rescued  a brother  angler  i 
from  drowning,  and  I hope  we  shall  be  well  supported. 

— W.  B. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials,  Queen’s  Arms,  lA,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road,  N.W. — On  Nov.  9 Mr.  Norris 
weighed-in  a nice  tray  of  roach  ; Mr.  Roberts  also  a 
few  nice  roach.  On  Nov.  19  a roving  match  will  take 
place  between  Uxbridge  and  West  Drayton  locks.— 
W.  H.  Roberts. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho. — On  the  5th  inst.  several  of  our 
members  were  out,  and  the  following  weighed-in: 
Messrs.  Holder,  Harris,  jun.,  Webber,  Hughes,  jun.. 
Pain,  and  Robinson.  Last  meeting  night  we  were  to 
have  discussed  some  very  important  business,  but 
owing  to  the  non-appearance  of  some  of  the  committee- 
men nothing  was  done.  Committeemen  please  note 
that  we  wish  all  to  attend  next  Wednesday,  the  15th 
inst.,  to  get  through  some  important  business.  We 
have  room  for  a few  more  members. — G.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow,  E. — Several  members  were  out  on 
Nov.  5,  but  the  only  successful  ones  were  Messrs.  G. 
Yeo,  M.  Day,  and  W.  Jones,  with  small  shows  of  jack, 
roach,  and  perch.  It  has  been  decided  to  fish  for  prizes 
at  Roy  don,  on  Nov.  19;  roving.  Further  information 
may  be  had  by  applying  at  the  clubhouse. — A.  Barclay. 

St.  Jolin’s  Angling  Society,  Empress  of  Russia, 
St.  John-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — We  were  saved 
from  a blank  on  Nov.  5 by  Mr.  Warren,  with  a few 
chub  from  the  Stort.  Members  are  reminded  that  there 
will  be  a committee  and  general  meeting  on  Wednesday 
next  to  arrange  prizes  for  the  remainder  of  the  season. 

— F.  Thorling. 

St.  Thomas’  Angling  Society,  Waterman’s  Arms, 
Paris-street,  Lambeth,  S.E. — The  members,  as  arranged, 
visited  Newark  Abbey  on  the  5th  inst.,  and  weighed-in 
some  nice  bream,  roach,  and  dace,  Mr.  G.  Morton  taking 
first  prize,  and  Mr.  W.  Stone|the  second.  Thejmembers 
will  fish  Staines  on  Nov.  12  for  the  remaining  prizes.— 

G.  Morton. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth. — On  the  5th  inst.  Messrs. 
Shaw  and  J.  Wright  had  a grand  take  of  roach  and  dace, 
fishing  with  Job  Brain,  at  Richmond.  Next  Tuesday 
night  a special  meeting  will  take  place,  when  I hope  to 
see  all  members  present,  as  very  important  business  will 
be  brought  forward. — J.  Wright. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Nevill  Arms,  Nevill- 
road.  Stoke  Newington,  N. — Our  weekly  meeting  on 
Wednesday  last  was  well  attended  (Mr.  Jardine  in  the 
chair),  when  he  gave  notice  that  he  would  be  pleased  to 
read  a paper  on  Nov.  22  entitled  “ Thames  Fishing  Fifty 
Years  Ago.”  The  secretary  will  be  pleased  to  see  all 
who  can  make  it  convenient  to  attend  on  that  occasion. 

— J.  Laming. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane. — On  Nov.  5 our  outing  at  Shiplake  took 
place,  and  the  only  thing  wanting  to  make  it  a complete 
success  was  a few  more  fish.  The  four  prizes  were 
taken  in  the  following  order : Messrs.  Robins,  Fletcher, 
Smales,  and  Williams;  the  only  fish  taken  being  roach, 
Mr.  Fletcher  had  one  nearly  lib.  ; Mr.  Puttoch  had  a 
perch  over  11b. — Pelican. 

Slough,  and  Langley  Angling  Society,  Dolphin 
Hotel,  Slough. — Our  competition  will  take  place  in  the 
Grand  Junction  Canal,  on  the  19th  inst.,  for  twelve 
prizes  : 1st,  15s. ; 2nd,  12s.  fid.  ; 3rd,  10s.,  and  so  on 
down  to  the  12th  prize  of  2s.  ; free  to  all  holders  of 
privilege  tickets  of  the  Anglers’  Association ; two  rods 
allowed,  and  live  bait;  boundary.  Cottage  and  Veitch’s 
Pounds  only  ; all  fish  to  weigh  in  bar  eels ; all  competi- 
tors to  register  their  names  at  the  clubhouse.  Dolphin 
Hotel,  on  morning  of  competition  ; commence  fishing  on 
arrival  of  first  and  other  trains  from  Paddington. — E. 
Jenkins. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Hope, 
Pollard’s-row. — The  members  of  the  above  were  out  on 
Nov.  5,  but  only  one  weighed-in,  saving  us  from  a blank, 
Mr.  W.  Wells,  roach,  31b.  8oz.  I wish  to  remind  mem- 
bers that  we  fish  Amberley  on  Nov.  12  for  prizes  left  over 
from  last  outing — T.  Sayce. 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List. 

— The  next  visit  on  this  List  will  be  paid  to  the 
Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  held  at  the 
Woolpack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street,  on  Monday,  the 
13th,  when  I hope  to  see  every  society  on  the  List  repre- 
sented.-A.  Conn. 

Small  Arms  Angling  Club,  Swan  and  Pike, 
Enfield  Lock. — Sport  very  slow  amongst  the  roach  in 
this  district.  E.  Partridge,  one  chub,  lib.  lloz. ; J. 


Sprag^Ti  roach  and  jack,  31b.  lloz. ; J.  Johnson,  one  jack, 
21b.  Ooz.  ; W.  Butler,  perch,  lib.  loz.  We  fished  our 
pep-down  match  for  Mr.  Bass’s  prizes  on  Saturday  last. 
Only  one  prize  taken,  by  Mr.  Smith,  with  one  Sin.  roach. 
The  other  prizes  to  be  fished  for  at  a later  date. 
John  J.  Johnson. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford. — Several  members  ot 
the  above  were  out  on  Nov.  5,  with  the  following  results  ; 
Mr.  F.  Belton,  roach  and  dace;  and  F.  Wilderspin, 
bream.  Several  other  members  were  out,  but  returned 
with  blanks. — H.  Tyler.  _ 

Wag'goners  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
Vauxhall  Cross. — Some  of  our  members  were  out  on  the 
5th,  the  following  had  fish  ; Mr.  Betts,  dace  ; Mr.  Pain, 
roach  and  dace.  Our  usual  weekly  meeting  took  place 
on  Tuesday  last,  with  a fair  attendance,  Mr.  Phillips  in 
the  chair.  Being  rather  late  before  members  arrived, 
circumstances  would  not  permit  us  going  through  the 
business  of  the  previous  week  on  account  of  the 
time,  I hope  members  will  be  present  on  next  Tuesday, 
as  we  want  to  make  the  arrangements  for  Christmas 
outing.— H.  C.  ^ . J. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Odell  Arms,  Limerston-street,  S.W.— On  Wednesday 
' evening  last  the  members  of  the  above  held  an  open 
meeting  and  smoking  concert,  when  a goodly  muster 
of  members  and  friends  attended,  Mr.  Glass  in  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Luke  ably  presiding  at  the  piano.  During  the 
evening  Mr.  Achong  and  T.  Allder  weighed-in  a fine 
show  of  jack,  and  Mr.  F.  Crouch  was  duly  elected  a 
member,  the  rest  of  the  evening  spent  in  harmony. 
Amongst  those  who  kindly  assisted  were  : Messrs.  J. 
Couchman,  G.  Powe,  G.  Carter,  G.  Filmer,  Sellers,  Hum- 
phreys, Garrard,  Glass,  Freeman,  Fisher,  Mercer,  Haw- 
kins, G.  Filmer,  H.  Pascoe,  F.  Crouch,  Vedy,  Allder  and 
Sutchall.  A vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  brought 
a most  pleasant  evening  to  a close.  The  members  of 
the  Somerset  Lodge  (R.  A.O.B.)  paid  us  a visit  during 
the  evening,  and  were  well  received. — E.  Sutchall. 

Waltham  Brothers,  King’s  Arms. — We  have  had 
rather  a dull  week,  only  Messrs.  Lapwood,  Saville,  and 
Williams  weighing-in  any  fish.  The  two  former  had 
roach  and  the  latter  a jack  of  IJlb.  Members  are  re- 
quested to  turn  up  on  Nov.  12,  10  a.m.,  to  fish  in  H. 
Avis’s  open  peg-down  match.  We  are  entering  one 
member  in  the  representative  match  at  Waltham  Abbey 
on  the  26th.  I shall  be  pleased  to  receive  entries  from 
other  clubs.  Conditions,  first  prize  £1  ; all  entrance 
fees  to  make  additional  prizes  ; entries  Is.  each,  close 
Nov.  15,  to  myself,  at  the  King’s  Arms,  Waltham  Abbey. 
— A G.  Beach. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — A good  muster  of 
our  members  were  out  at  Sunbury  in  the  competition, 
but  none  were  fortunate  enough  to  secure  the  requisite 
8oz.  Mr.  Hame  had  a nice  show  of  roach,  viz.,  121b.  5oz., 
from  other  waters.  The  prizes  not  taken  on  Nov.  5 
will  be  fished  for  at  Twickenham,  from  Teddington 
Loek  to  the  Perry,  on  the  12th  inst. — C.  W. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers’  Arms, 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road. — On  the  5th  inst. 
we  fished  a match  at  St.  Margaret’s.  A goodly  muster 
of  members  eompeted,  but  only  one  prize  was 
taken— Mr.  Bacahonse,  roach.  The  remaining  prizes 
will  be  fished  for  at  the  same  place,  on  the  12th,  the 
same  conditions.  I beg  to  remind  members  that  there 
is  a half-gninea  prize  for  gross  weight  of  roach  in 
November. — W.  M. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coaeh 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Since  my  last 
report  the  following  members  weighed-in  fish;  Mr.  F. 
Hnmfryes,  a jack  weighing  91b.  lOoz.  ; Mr.  H.  Cuddon, 
51b.  joz.  of  perch  and  roach ; Mr.  J.  Newton,  11b.  8Joz. 
of  roach.. — R.  Lowther. 

Westminster  Angling  Society.  — Only  a few 
members  were  out  on  Nov.  5.  A special  meeting 
was  held  on  Tuesday,  when  some  important  business 
was  transacted.  The  following  gentlemen  were  elected 
members:  Messrs.  Sims,  A.  Martin,  Beach,  jun.,  W. 
Raven.  Morgan,  the  Brothers  Pearson,  and  W.  Prior. 
The  club  supper  will  be  held  at  the  Windsor  Castle, 
Francis-street,  on  Nov.  30.  Gentlemen  wishing  to  join 
ns  please  apply  Secretary,  Windsor  Castle,  Westminster. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  list  of  piscatorial  patents  is  specially 
compiled  for  the  Fishing  Gazette  by  Messrs.  Hughes, 
Eli,  and  Hughes,  Registered  Patent  Agents,  anc. 
Attorneys  tor  British  and  Foreign  Patents,  Designs 
and  Trade  Marks,  76,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C., 
with  whom  we  have  made  arrangements  that  ^ all 
inquiries  respecting  the  protection  of  inventions 
will  be  answered  by  them  free  of  eharge  to  our 
readers : 

Application  for  Patent. 

20,6.55.  James  William  Young,  of  The  Lamb  and  Flag 
Hotel,  Unicorn  Hill,  Redditch,  for  “ Im 
proved  Fishing  Reel  or  Winch.” 


Three  seals,  which  were  kept  on  exhibition  at  Put-in 
Bay,  escaped  into  Lake  Erie,  and  their  capture  has  not 
yet  been  effected. 

A Birmingham  angler  who  is  now  staying  at  Bourne 
Inouth  writes  that  the  boatmen  there  are  killing  the 
goose  that  lays  the  gol  den  eggs  by  making  a charge  of 
2s.  6d.  an  hour  for  the  use  of  boats  for  angling  purposes 
On  Wednesday  afternoon,  Mr.  Peter  Loudon,  Annan 
killed  a salmon  of  501b.  'The  fish  was  caught  with  i 
small  brown  Turkey  fly,  on  a single  gut  cast.  It  was 
tak“n  in  the  Blackpool  of  the  lower  water.  Length 
<tft.  6in. ; girth,  26in. 


CLEVER  POACHERS. 

Amusing  tales  are  told  of  the  strategies  of  keepers 
and  poachers.  In  one  preserve  the  forrner  fixed 
cartridges  with  wires  in  all  directions,  so  that  when 
pushed  they  would  explode  and  summon  them  to 
round  the  wood  and  capture  the  poachers.  Of  fhis  the 
poachers  got  wind,  and  while  a couple  of  them  drove 
some  cattle  into  the  wood,  which,  presently  discharging 
the  cartridges,  attracted  the  whole  staff  of  keepers,  the 
rest  of  the  gang  completely  cleared  out  a more  distant 
preserve  in  perfeet  safety.  Both  pheasants  and  ps-rt- 
ridges  are  also  caught  in  the  daytime  by  hingles, 

called  by  poachers  ” shackles  ” or  “ leg-ties  made  of 

fine  wire,  and  pegged  to  the  ground  where  pheasants  are 
fed  by  the  keepers,  or  tied  to  the  branches  beneath 
hocIgGrows,  and  in  the  winter  time  round  cornstacks  is 
favourite  place.  They  are  either  raised  by  means  ^ 
little  stick  called  a “ pricker,”  so  as  to  catch  them  by 
the  head,  or  simply  laid  on  the  ground  so  as  to 
catch  their  feet,  and,  when  made  and  set,  the  result  is 
very  profitable  to  the  poacher.  A good  instance  ot  the 
clever  impudence  of  the  old  professors  of  tbis  most 
daring  method  is  told  of  one  “ Cutty  While,  a well- 
known  poacher,  who  being  surprised  early  one  morning 
in  a forest  glade  by  a keeper,  threw  his  bag  (an 
pensable  part  of  a poacher’s  outfit  and  the  origin  of  the 
term  poaeher ; that  is,  one  who  pockets  game,  stealing 
and  conveying  it  away  in  a bag)  into  a furze  bush,  and 
himself,  as  if  utterly  exhausted,  on  the  bank.  Apparently 
delighted  to  meet  anyone,  he  anxiously  asked  if  he  was 
right  for  a distant  village,  where  his  only  son  was  dying, 
and,  when  told  he  had  taken  the  wrong  glade,  his  grief 
was  very  great ; for  he  was  an  old  man  and  so  worn  out 
and  bad  on  his  feet  that  he  could  scarcely  walk 
at  all  — so  lame  in  fact,  that  the  kindly  keeper 
had  to  assist  him  towards  the  right  road,  when, 
meeting  the  owner  of  the  estate,  his  sympathy  was  so 
excited  by  the  old  man’s  story  and  appearance  that  ho 
sent  him  to  the  hall  and  gave  him  a good  breakfast 
and  half  a crown,  and  would  have  had  him  driven  to 
see  his  sick  son,  but  that  was  more  than  the  rascal  was 
quite  prepared  for  ; so  with  profuse  thanks  he  limped 
out  of  sight  along  the  right  road,  and  then  turned  in 
another  direetion.  Almost  immediately  he  was  gone 
the  keeper  rushed  back  to  the  hall,  saying  he  had  found, 
behind  the  bank  whereon  the  old  man  was  resting,  fifteen 
snared  pheasants,  while  a lot  more  were  jumping 
about”  in  snares  on  the  feeding  ground  close  at  hand. 
Men  were  instantly  despatched  in  every  direction  to  find 
the  old  man,  and  met  a jovial  butcher  s man  in  the  con- 
ventional blue  blouse,  hastening  to  fetch  sheep  from  a 
neighbouring  farm,  who  remembered  an  old  man  limping 
along  in  quite  the  opposite  direction.  Needless  to  sa,y, 
“ the  butcher  ” was  but  another  of  Cutty’s  many  dis- 
guises, and  that  he  got  safely  away  fiom  the  district 
until  the  legal  time  for  his  apprehension  had  expired.— 
The  Nineteenth  Century. 


Trout  X la  Chambord. — Make  a forcemeat  with 
one  pound  of  firm,  fresh  fish,  remove  the  skin  and  bones, 
pound  well  in  a mortar,  adding  the  whites  of  three 
eggs,  a little  at  a time  ; when  well  pounded,  add  half  a 
pint  of  cream,  half  a teaspoon  of  salt,  and  a little  white 
pepper  and  nutmeg;  mix  well,  and  use  a porti  m of  it 
for  stuffing  three  trout  of  half  a pound  each  ; butter 
well  a deep  baking  dish  and  lay  in  the  trout,  add  half  a 
glass  of  white  wine,  a bouquet  of  herbs,  salt  and  pepper ; 
bake  fifteen  minutes,  basting  often ; take  up  the  fish 
and  put  them  on  a dish  to  keep  hot ; remove  the  gravy  to 
a saucepan,  add  one  truffle  and  four  mushrooms  slieed 
(take  out  the  bouquet),  also  a glass  of  wine  ; heat  hot 
and  pour  over  the  fish,  decorate  with  six  quenelles 
made  from  the  remaininsr  forcemeat. 

Severn  Law  op  Fishing  for  November.— All 
fishing  for  salmon  and  trout  is  illegal.  Possession  of 
salmon  or  trout  is  illegal.  Sale  of  trout  wherever 
eaught  is  illegal.  Any  fishing  in  any  part  of  the  district 
at  night  is  illegal  except  for  sprats  or  e»ls  ; and  any 
fishing  in  the  estuary  between  sunset  on  Saturday  and 
6 a.m.  on  the  following  Monday  is  also  against  the  law. 
All  lampern  wheels  used  within  20  yards  of  a weir 
must  be  cross-prowed.  Gratings  are  to  be  kept  fixed  at 
the  tail  race  of  mills.  Salmon  continue  to  spawn 
throughout  the  month,  and  towards  the  end  kelts  will 
begin  to  move  down  towards  the  sea.  The  migration  of 
eels  is  almost  over.  Lamperns  continue  to  move  up 
stream. — Birmingham  Daily  Gazette. 

Dining  Under  the  Sea. — Travellers  have  dined  in 
strange  places,  Albert  Smith  lunched  in  a balloon.  One 
of  the  small  company  who  stepped  last  into  the  car  was 
a silent  man,  who  only  spoke  once  during  the  trii).  It 
was  a remark  as  to  the  quality  of  the  first  bottle  of 
champagne  that  was  opened  in  mid-air.  “Gooseberry, 
by  Jupiter  ! ” exclaimed  the  reticrat  individual.  One  ot 
the  most  original  dinners  of  our  time  took  place  recently 
at  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  off  Cistot.  It  was  given  by  the 
contractor  to  his  staff,  and  the  members  of  the  local 
American  press.  The  Baltimore  Herald  has  an  interest- 
ing description  of  the  event.  The  table  was  set  eight 
metres  below  the  level  of  the  ocean  at  the  bottom  of  the 
harbour,  inside  the  caisson  in  which  the  labourers  had 
an  hour  before  been  at  work.  Only  the  narrow  walls  of 
this  caisson  separated  the  guests  from  the  enormous 
mass  of  water  around  and  above  them.  The  place  was 
superbly  decorated.  Except  for  a certain  pecnliar 
buzzing  in  the  ears,  caused  by  the  pressure  of  air  kept 
up  in  the  chamber  to  prevent  an  inrush  of  the  sea, 
nobody  would  have  suspeeted  that  the  slightest  interrup- 
tion in  the  working  of  the  air-pump  would  have  sufficed 
to  asphyxiate  the  whole  party.  After  the  banquet  a 
concert  prolonged  the  festivities,  which  lasted  over 
three  hours. 


Vocal  Fish. — It  is  said  that  some  kinds  of  fish 
possess  the  power  of  giving  out  vocal  sounds.  What 
may  we  suppose  to  be  the  cheery  song  of  the  herring  as 
he  eleaves  the  deep?  Perhaps,  “Roe,  brothers,  roe. 

It  is  when  he  gently  chortles  himself  to  sleep  that  we 
get  “ soft  roes.”  An  old  riddle  tells  us  the  winds 
blew  and  the  waves  rose.”  But  what  about  the 
herrings’  roes  ? Why,  when  the  herrings  rose  there  rose 
rows  upon  rows  ot  roes. 

******* 

A LEECH  has  a triangle  of  three  jaws. 

41;  4k  # ^ ^ ^ 

First  Tramp  : “ D’  jeer.  Bob?  ’Ow  did  yer  know  we 
shed  find  sech  a nice  lot  o’  old  silver  at  this  ’ere  onse  ? 
Seeond  Tramp:  “Put  a advertisement  in  the  nooce- 
paper,  o’  course,  orfering’  five  pounds  a bounce  for  old 
silver ; and  this  ’ere  gent  as  lives  ’ere  wos  one  ot  them 
as  arnsered  it.” — The  Sketch. 

* # * _*  * * _ # 

Some  anglers  are  like  milestones  (unsociable).  Yon 

never  see  two  of  them  together. 

* * * * * * I,  -n 

What  Thunder  does  to  Crawfish.— Crawfish  will 
drop  their  claws  when  they  hear  a sudden  and  loud  clap 
of  thunder.  Lobsters  do  the  same.  The  impulse,  when 
suddenly  alarmed,  is  to  throw  off  the  heavy  claws  and 
scurry  away  to  a place  of  safety.  The  claws  at  once 
begin  to  grow  again,  and  in  ten  days  or  a fortnight  are 
as  big  as  ever,  but  the  crawfish  does  not 
appearance  in  public  until  they  are  strong  and  Imrd. 
To  do  so  would  only  invite  another  crawfish  to  make  a 
dinner  of  him. — American  F.G. 

******* 

Snow  was  lying  a foot  deep  at  Balmoral  on  Tuesday, 

* * » * * *r*ui 

Strength  of  Insects. — Many  members  of  the  lower 
order  of  creation  are  far  stronger  in  comparison  vO  their 
size  and  weight  than  the  strongest  of  the  human  raom 
A large  black  beetle  weighing  a joz.  will  scramble  ofi 
easily  with  a weight  of  lUb.  on  its  back,  which  is  abom 
the  same  as  for  a man  to  carry  a load  of  coal  mth  the 
horses  and  waggon.  A grasshopper  has  been  known  to 
jump  200  or  300  times  its  own  length,  while  a man  ^ 
accomplish  the  same  proportional  feat  would  have  to  start 
from  our  offices  and  alight  somewhere  near  Charing 
Cross-road.  'The  engineering  of  ants  in  building  their 
tunnels  and  constructing  their  galleries  is  of  so  marvel- 
lous a character  when  compared  with  the  size  ol  the 
insects,  that  the  Mount  Cenis  and  Gothard  Tunnels 
dwindle  into  insignificance  when  compared  ^ with  the 
works  of  these  tiny  insects. — Science  Sifiings. 
****** 

Before  the  ball — Pain’s  Fireworks,  After  the  ex- 
plosion— Fireworks — Pains. 

* * * * * * 11  > 

He  Meant  Business.— Young  Fish;  There  s a 

hook  with  a nice  worm  on  it.”  Old  Fish  : Yon  keep 

away  from  that.”  Young  Fish  ; “ I’ve  stolen  lots  ot 
worms  off  of  hooks.”  Old  Fish  : “ Yes,  but  there  isn  t 
any  fashion-plate  reflected  in  the  water  this  time.  I hat 
hook  belongs  to  a freckled-faced  boy  with  a straw  hat, 
who  means  business.” 

******* 

A SCIENTIFIC  paper  (I  don’t  know  the  name  of  it) 
says  the  earth  shrinks  about  2in.  every  year  Now,  1 
do  hope  there  will  be  no  bickering  about  this  st.atement. 
Let  us  all  save  up  and  buy  as  much  as  we  can  ot  it 
while  it  is  a decent  size. 

* # * * * * * 

The  cobra’s  venom,  if  swallowed,  would  do  no  harm. 
******* 

“The  Maid,  the  Maniac,  and  the  Magpie ; or,  the 
Midnight  Marauder  from  Materbnllyland  Defrauding 
the  Preservation  Societies,”  is  the  title  of  a paper  wmeh 
recently  took  the  cake— I mean  the  prize  at  a debating 
society.  * 

Here  is  “ a bit  more  of  it.”  The  reporter  had  written 
in  a good  legible  “ hand  ’’—(something  like  a foot)— the 
following  important  item  of  news  ; “Our  annual  supper 
will  take  place  on  Nov.  23.  I hope  members  will  clear 
the  books  by  then.”  The  club  has  a name,  but  I shall 
not  name  it.  This  is  how  it  appeared  in  print— or  very 
near  it:  “I  hope  members  will  clean  their  boots  by 
then.”  Let  us  hope  so  1 

******* 

Daisy  1 Daisy  ! give  me  your  answer,  do  ? 

I’m  so  mazy,  I really  must  take  a few. 

The  pills  we  bought  after  marriage 

And  we  packed  quite  safe  on  our  carriage, 

I can’t  see  them  here,  so  wake  up,  my  dear, 

And  find  me  those  Beecham’s,  do. 

* * * * * * 

Mr.  George  Gasking  may  be  a complete  angler,  but 
he  has  paid  a rather  heavy  price  for  acquiring  the 
accomplishment.  For  it  appears  that  in  185.J  he  left 
his  home  in  Brooklyn  to  go  fishing,  and  never  came 
home  till  last  month,  when  he  found  that  the  wife  he 
had  left  forty-one  years  ago  had,  after  seven  years 
interval,  married  another,  and  had  become  the  mother 
of  ten  ehildren,  while  his  own  daughter,  whom  he  left 
a tiny  babe,  is  now  a grandmother.  “No  solution, 
writes  an  American  contemporary,  “ has  yet  been  found 
to  this  entangled  skein  of  complications. 

* « * * * * * 

Dear  Sir,— I read  in  your  most  interesting  paper  last 
week  that  “ fishing  was  a healthy  exercise,  and  profitable 
to  boot.”  'Well,  you  ought  to  know  something— so  do  I 
likewise  also.  I have  got  four  boys,  and  they  are  all 
mad  on  fishing ; but  I don’t  find  them  profitable  to 
boot.” — I am,  &c..  Leather. 
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NOTICE. 


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday, 
and  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and 
Son’s  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News- 
agents and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces.  

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department, 
Fishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c., 
should  be  addressed  to  B.  B.  Mabston,  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses, 
not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
a guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com- 
munications. _____ 

TPe M of  Suliscx>ix*4;ion.« 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dunstan’s  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland  10s.  6d. 

,,  Six  Months  ditto  ditto  5s.  4d. 

,,  Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  sub- 
scription, including  postage 12s.  6d. 

Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 

Dunstan’s  House.  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address. — “ BIVSAM,  London.” 
TELEPHONE  No.  2679. 
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WITH  which  is  incoepobated 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  18th,  1893. 


AN  NXCrPING  RUN. 


By  David  Wil.son. 

Some  years  ago  my  brother  Jack  and  I were 
spending  a holiday  on  the  banks  of  one  of  our 
northern  rivers,  1 fishing  “ all  the  time,”  as  the 
Yankees  say.  It  was  towards  the  end  of  the 
season,  and  a long  spell  of  dry  weather  had 
so  reduced  the  stream  in  bulk  that  it  was 
rather  profitless  work  so  far  as  filling  the 
basket  went.  But  I can  never  stay  away  from 
the  riverside,  whether  actually  fishing  or  not,  and 
it  was  only  on  occasion  that  Jack  joined  me,  for 
he  did  not  believe  in  exerting  himself  too  much 
when  the  river  was  low.  He  liked  a good  size  of 
water,  and  had  a sneaking  affection  for  fishing 
with  a worm.  After  some  weeks  there  came 
a welcome  rain,  and  the  river  rose  a couple 
of  feet  during  the  night,  so  next  morning 
we  journeyed  a few  miles  by  rail  to  fish  a favourite 
stretch  near  the  mouth  of  a tributary  where  we 
had  the  run  of  the  water.  I took  a salmon  and 
trout  rod  with  me,  while  Jack  was  content  with 
the  latter  and  a box  of  worms.  We  started  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  river,  I to  try  for  salmon, 
while  Jack  settled  himself  some  distance  below, 
where  the  current  ran  deep  close  to  the  bank. 
The  water  had  cleared  sufficiently  for  fly-fishing, 
though  still  dark  enough  to  make  worm-fishing 
profitable,  and  Jack  soon  began  to  get  sport,  both 


among  the  sea-trout  and  Salmo  fario.  On  the 
other  hand,  I could  not  even  cover  my  fish  with 
a fly  on  account  of  a strong  wind  blowing  nearly 
straight  across  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 
After  many  fruitless  endeavours  I lost  all  patience 
with  it,  and,  depositing  the  salmon  rod  safely  in  an 
adjoining  plantation,  I shouldered  my  basket  and 
landing  net,  and  trout  rod  in  hand  crossed  the 
river  by  a convenient  bridge  at  no  great  distance. 

I then  had  the  wind  all  in  my  favour,  and,  com- 
mencing operations  ]ust  below  the  bridge,  I was 
soon  rewarded  with  a sea-trout  of  2^1b.,  so  far 
better  than  any  that  my  brother  had  brought  to 
bank.  I fished  for  a couple  of  hours  with  varying 
fortune,  and  then  after  rather  a late  lunch,  fol- 
lowed by  a pipe,  proceeded  lower  down  the  river, 
passing  a long  stretch  of  shallows  unfishable  in 
their  then  condition.  I thus  came  to  a place 
where  the  stream  ran  deep  under  the  high  and 
beautifully  wooded  bank  opposite,  and  turned 
off  into  a pool  of  something  like  half  a mile  in 
length,  broken  on'y  by  a series  of  magnificent 
draws,  fringed  with  shallows.  Beginning  right 
at  the  neck  of  the  pool  I got  among  a shoal  of 
herling,  and  for  two  hours  more  I was  kept  busy, 
the  silvery  fish  proving  particularly  lively,  some 
of  them  springing  as  many  as  half  a dozen  times 
out  of  the  water  before  I could  get  the  landing 
net  under  them.  With  an  odd  sea-trout  or  two 
I had  done  fairly  well,  but  as  the  evening  came 
on  visions  of  bigger  trout  intruded,  and  I changed 
my  tail  fly  for  a very  small  “Jock  Scott,”  of  a 
size  such  as  is,  I believe,  successful  with  the 
big  trout  of  the  Lea,  Wandle,  Wycombe,  and 
Kennet.  My  cast  was  an  extra  fine  Loch 
Leven  one,  which  I had  from  my  brother, 
who  did  most  of  his  fly-fishing  on  that  historic 
sheet  of  water.  As  I have  hinted,  he  did  not  like 
to  exert  himself  too  much.  Wading  deeper  into 
the  stream  I fished  slowly  downwards.  Suddenly 

I espied  the  well  known  figure  of  Tom  L •,  a 

local  angler  known  to  me  since  my  youth,  who  was 
taking  a cast  on  the  sly  for  a salmon.  It  was 
not  exactly  poaching,  but  allied  to  it,  and  winked 
at  by  the  riparian  proprietors  when  not  indulged 
in  too  barefacedly.  Apologising  for  getting  in 
my  way,  he  informed  me  that  a salmon  had  broken 
the  water  twice  just  below,  and  though  it  would 
not  look  at  his  big  fly,  it  would  be  “ sure  to  take 
one  of  my  small  ones.”  And  sure  enough  as  I 
came  to  the  spot,  which  he  marked  by 
standing  in  the  shadow  of  the  trees 

opposite,  I saw  the  fish  come  up  in  the  smooth 
water  and  quietly  suck  in  the  “ Jock  Scott. 

It  moved  off  steadily  into  the  stream  on  feeling 
the  hook,  and  I got  on  the  stones  as  soon  as 
possible.  My  rod  was  only  a ten  and  a half  feet 
“Marston,”  which  is  fitted  with  upright  rings,  as 
most  anglers  know,  but  I had  on  my  reel  some 
sixty  yards  of  line,  the  back  part  consisting  of 
fine  plaited  silk  undressed.  As  the  stream  here 
was  not  over  wide,  I had  some  hope,  the  gut  being 
good,  of  getting  on  terms  even  with  t^ahno  salar. 
A great  part  of  my  line  had  run  out,  the  fish 
appearing  to  go  across  and  slightly  up  stream, 
but  by  and  by  I found  it  had  “ drowned  ” my  line, 
and  doubling  back  into  the  slack  of  the  pool  above 
me  it  sprang  clean  out  of  the  water.  To  my 
disgust  I saw  the  “ Jock  8cott”  come  out  of  its 
mouth  as  it  fell  back,  but,  more  in  despair  than 
with  any  hope,  I rapidly  took  in  line  in  the 
manner  the  Thames  fishermen  employ.  To 
my  astonishment,  on  getting  in  all  the 
slack  I found  a resistance,  and  like  a flash  the 
line  disappeared  from  my  hand,  and  the  reel  was 
emptied  to  within  a few  yards,  the  fish  this  time 
unmistakably  going  across  stream.  Then  began 
a series  of  rushes  and  downward  workings,  such 
as  I never  experienced  before.  From  the  fair 
proportions  of  the  fish  when  it  showed  itself,  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  behaving,  I had  rather 
begun  to  lose  hope  of  landing  it  with  such  light 
tackle.  But  Tom  on  the  bank,  far  more  excited 
than  I was,  shouted  encouragingly,  “Stick  to 
him  and  you’ll  land  him  yet ; ” so  holding  the  rod 
high  in  my  left  hand,  to  lessen  the  strain  of  the 
water  on  the  line,  and  reeling  up  as  fast  as  possi- 
ble when  the  fish  turned  and  made  down  the  river, 
1 followed  helter-skelter  over  the  shallows,  the 
water  sometimes,  according  to  Tom,  “ splashing 
over  my  lugs.”  Tom  hovered  in  front  with  his  own 
gaff  in  hand,  mine  having  been  left  along  with 
the  salmon  rod,  and  gradually  we  reached  the 
end  of  the  pool  where  the  shallows  gave  place  to  a 
steep  grassy  bank,  the  river  broadened  and  broke 


into  a rapid,  and  to  go  further  meant  “ smash.” 

I was  breathless  and  perspiring,  so,  trusting  that 
the  fish  might  feel  some  of  the  fatigue  I was 
experiencing,  I directed  Tom  to  station  himsell 
on  a small  promontory  below,  and,  after  the  next 
rush,  I would  put  on  all  the  strain  I dared,  and 
endeavour  to  lead  the  fish  to  the  gaff-  Hero 
another  astonishment  waited  me,  for,  as  1 bega.n 
to  haul  on  the  fish  after  about  the  tenth  rush,  in 
each  of  which  it  had  nearly  exhausted  my  line,  it 
turned  clean  over  on  its  back,  and,  rapidly  reeling 
up,  I brought  it  within  reach  of  the  gaff, 
and  it  was  picked  out  with  all  the  coolness 
and  neatness  of  an  old  hand.  What  had 
happened  was  this.  When  the  fish  had  got  rid 
of  the  Jock  Scott,  it  had  fallen  back  among  the 
slack  of  the  cast,  and  one  of  the  droppers,  of 
which  there  were  three,  had  taken  a good  hold  oi 
the  skin  fair  in  the  middle  of  its  belly.  The 
salmon,  according  to  the  man  who  gaffed  it,  with 
whom  I compared  notes  this  summer  for  the  first 
time  since  the  occurrence,  weighed  14ilb.  I am 
inclined  to  believe  it  was  less,  but  be  that  as  it 
may,  I was  proud  enough  of  my  exploit  at  the 
time,  though  I should  not  like  to  repeat  it. 
if  Tom  had  not  volunteered  to  carry  it  to  the 
station,  that  fish  would  certainly  have  been  left 
on  the  bank  for  tbe  benefit  of  a prowling  otter  or 
the  first  passer-by. 


THE  SCOTCH  BACK-END  SEASON. 
ON  TOURIST  ANGLER,  HOTEL,  TICKET, 
AND  OPEN  WATERS. 


By  W.  Muedoch. 

To  the  succession  of  obstructions  of  a most 
formidable  character  that,  in  connection  with  the 
manufactories,  exist  on  the  lower  reaches— four 
or  flv-e  miles — of  the  River  Don,  must  be  attri- 
buted in  largest  measure  the  poverty  of_  the 
angling  on  the  farther  inland  reaches  of  the  river. 
But  for  these  barriers  to  their  progress  the  fish 
as  is  their  inclination,  would  more  freely  and 
more  quickly  push  forward,  and  in  the  autumn  be 
found  much  more  equally  distributed  in  the 
waters  of  the  several  fishing  districts  beyond. 
During  a back-end  such  as  the  past,  when  floods 
are  seldom  and  of  short  continuance,  it  is  patent 
to  everyone  that  practically  the  whole  fish  of  the 
season  are  cooped  up  in  the  holes  and  pools  con- 
nected with,  formed  by,  and  seaward  from  the 
different  dykes  or  obstructions  in  question.  To 
say  the  least  this  is  most  unfair,  most  unjust  to, 
nay,  a perfect  robbing  of  the  naiddle  district  pro- 
prietors and  those  beyond ; audit  is  truly  a marvel 
to  me  that  they  have  so  long  submitted  to  it. 
Only  in  a round-running  water  or  semi-spate 
have  the  fish  ready,  or  at  all  reasonable  facilities 
for  clearing  the  obstructions.  The  mass  of  them 
therefore,  kept  to  and  confined  in  the  holes  of  the 
nether  reaches — often  for  a very  long  time 
become  potted  and  browned;  and  this  is  not  the 
worst  of  it,  for  often  disease  breaks  out  very 
badly  amongst  them.  Then  there  is  besides,  and 
worst  of  all,  any  amount  of  snatching,  ripping, 
and  sniggering  carried  on  by  great  numbers  ot 
persons,  who,  since  it  pays  them,  care  not  a hang 
for  mutilating  and  destroying  the  fish  wholesale. 
Naturally  the  result  of  all  this  is  that  fly-fishing 
on  these  waters  is  not  a world’s  bit  of  use  ; and 
even  with  any  sort  of  lure,  the  fishing  in  the 
waters  beyond  proves  very  inferior  whatever 
head  of  fish  there  may  be  forward,  as  these  no 
doubt  carry  with  them  a remembrance  ot  having 
seen  and  felt  too  much  of  the  angler  s art  during 
their  time  of  detention  in  the  sniggerer  s 
paradise!  Truly  utterly  rotten  is  the  state  ot 
&airs  on  the  Don,  yet  to  infer  from  no  action 
being  taken,  it  looks  as  if  the  Scotch  Fishery 
Board  consider  it  is  no  business  of  theirs  to 
interfere ; or  else  it  is  that  they  “ canna  be 

fashed.”  _ . , ^ ^ i. 

The  foregoing  actual  facts  point  to  a state  ot 
matters  perfectly  deplorable,  and  show  in  a 
manner  not  to  be  misunderstood  by  anyone  how 
terribly  waters  of  a naturally  excellent  character, 
which,  were  things  at  all  as  they  should  be,  ought 
to  give  capital  sport  to  local  and  tourist  anglers, 
are  crippled  in  their  angling  possibilities. 

The  fishing  for  finnock  and  sea-trout  ot  the 
back-end  in  the  Dee  proved  notoriously  bad.  At 

no  time  was  there  a good  stock  of  fish.  ]lhis  “r 

a while  quite  puzzled  the  old  hands,  who  did  little 
or  no  good  except  for  a day  or  two  after  the 
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height  of  the  several  floods;  but  by  aud  by  the 
belief  became  general  that  regular  and  extensive 
poaching  with  small  mesh  nets  was  at  the  bottom 
of  thewhole  thing.  Different  and  bitter  complaints 
were  made  in  the  local  press,  attributing  no  blame 
to  the  watching  staff,  but  blaming  the  Fishery 
Board  for  not  jmoviding  a staff  of  men  sufficient 
to  put  down  the  nefarious  and  illegal  practice. 
If  the  finnock  were  but  left  alone— and  an 
adequate  staff  of  watchers  would  insure  this — 
there  would  during  the  autumn  months  be  a very 
grand  show  of  them  in  the  different  cheap  ticket 
reaches  from  the  tideway  up  to  the  Heathcot 
Hydropathic  Establishment  waters,  and  no  doubt 
great  numbers  of  anglers  would  find  plenty  of 
gratifying  sport. 

On  the  small  streams  Carron  and  Oowie  near 
iStonehaven,  in  Kincardineshire,  anglers  did  woe- 
fully bad  amongst  the  finnocks  by  reason  of  the 
drought,  which  caused  the  water  to  shrink  away 
to  a mere  nothing.  All  September  the  weather 
was  dead  dry,  and  throughout  October  it  was 
little  better. 

The  Bervie,  a model  of  a sporting  stream,  noted 
for  beautiful  sea-trout,  fished  much  below  its 
average,  even  worse  than  it  did  last  year.  On  it 
obstruction  aud  poaching  are  clean  against  the 
success  of  anglers,  and  a low  state  of  the  water, 
such  as  continued  throughout  most  of  the  past 
back-end,  still  further  conduces  to  diminish  the 
sport.  By  reason  of  the  water  having  been  only 
for  a few  days  in  proper  order  the  takes  of  the 
season  were  few  and  poor.  That  I heard  of,  not 
one  basket  worthy  of  note  was  secured. 

Johnston’s  ticket  fishery  at  the  mouth  of  the 
North  Bsk  did  not — either  of  sea-trout  or  grilse 
or  Salmon — yield  well  to  the  rods  ; and  the  river 
North  Esk  itself,  as  a whole,  gave  but  a poor 
back-end  fishing.  However,  there  were,  I under- 
stand, caught  on  the  Morphie  waters  over  200 
grilse  and  salmon,  and  on  the  Craigo  Fishery 
between  1.50  and  200.  Not  for  many  years  has 
such  poor  sport  fallen  to  the  rods,  fishing  during 
the  back-end,  on  the  Panmure  Arms  Hotel,  Bdzell, 
fishery  of  this  river.  Not  one  decent  spate 
occurred  either  in  September  or  October;  there 
never,  in  short,  was  for  even  a few  days  on  end 
a state  of  water  calculated  to  make  or  to 
allow  the  fish  to  travel  well  and  freely. 
Therefore,  as  those  who  know  the  river  must  be 
aware,  practically  the  whole  head  of  them 
were  obstructed  and  blocked  and  held  back 
against  their  natural  instincts  by  the  monstrous 
dykes  of  Craigo  and  Morphie,  real  white 
elephants  of  concrete  and  stone,  enormous  in 
height  and  bulk,  stretcliing  across  the  whole 
breadth  of  river,  and  which,  except  during  a very 
wet  season,  render  the  angling  on  the  reaches 
further  inland  a white  elephant  in  all  verity.  The 
out-of-gear  state  of  the  water  during  most  of  the 
back-end  prejudicially  affected  the  angling 
results,  of  that  there  can  be  no  c|uestion  ; but 
then  all  along,  over  and  above  this,  there  was  a 
poor  show  of  fish,  stated  by  different  competent 
authorities  to  be  not  more  than  a fifth  of  last 
year’s,  and  not  more  than  a tenth  of  that  of  the 
previous  year — at  least  in  the  waters  inland  from 
Craigo  Dyke.  Although  few  salmon  got  so  far 
forward  as  the  Edzell  Hotel  water  until  after  the 
season  closed,  sea-trout  managed  to  ascend  with 
the  water  there  was,  and  iti  good  numbers  were 
found  to  have  pushed  up  the  West  Water,  a free 
fishing  tributary  of  the  North  Esk  on  the  other 
side  of  Edzell,  above  which  some  fair  sport  with 
the  gamesome  Sedmo  trutta  was  obtained  by 
anglers,  local  and  from  a distance,  out  durino^  the 
months  of  September  and  October.  ° 

Anglers  on  the  South  Esk  were  seldom  much 
elated  with  their  sport.  They  certainly  at  times 
found  finnock  pretty  numerous,  bnt  to  make 
great  baskets  of  them  was  more  than  they  were 
equal  to.  A freshet  quite  early  in  the  season 
brought  on  a considerable  run  of  sea-trout,  but  in 
no  time  the  water  ran  out,  and  the  expectations 
of  sport,  which  the  run  had  given  rise  to  among 
anglers,  were  not  realised  except  once  or  twice. 
For  the  space  of  a few  weeks  the  water  was 
altogether  out  of  right  fettle,  being  very  much 
too  low  for  any  sort  of  fishing. 

On  the  free  water  of  the  Tay  at  Perth  the 
fishing  for  salmon  and  grilse,  to  speak  of  it  in  a 
comparative  sense,  was  pretty  good  for  a while. 
But  a successful  fishing  time  of  anything  like  the 
usual  duration  was  not  enjoyed.  Here,  as  on  the 
Buigh  watei’ ol  the  I ton  at  Kiiitore,  a truly  grand 


back-end  fishing  is  got  when  the  water  pretty 
continuously  keeps  right.  The  hotels’  fisheries 
of  the  Tay  did  not  do  well  by  reason  of  the  fish 
not  getting  forward  to  them  in  time  in  proper 
strength,  in  consef|uence  of  the  water  until  too 
late  over  having  been  much  below  its  usual 
autumn  height.  By  comparison  the  Perth  open 
water  did  very  much  better.  Some  clays  on  it 
takes  of  two  and  three  fish  were  got  by  different 
rods ; and  a few  whoppers  were  as  usual  also 
brought  to  bank. 

On  the  Earn  ticket  water  the  fishing  for  salmon 
and  grilse  was  very  far  from  coming  up  to 
expectations.  I learnt  from  Crieff  that  the  bulk 
of  the  anglers  thereabouts,  as  well  as  those  who  had 
come  “up”  from  “down”  South  for  the  fishing, 
were  very  much  disappointed  with  the  results. 
For  weeks  and  weeks  the  water  was  dead  low,  and 
not  until  almost  the  close  of  the  season  did  any 
head  of  fish  to  speak  of  get  past  Dupplin.  Conse- 
quently anglers  had  not  half  a chance — between 
too  low  water  to  fish  in  and  too  few  fish  to  give 
them  a decent  chance  of  sport  thev  were  dead 
licked.  The  Dupplin  Cruive  obstructions,  like 
the  cruive  on  the  Tleveron,  and  the  dykes  on  the 
Don  and  the  North  Esk,  proved  a great  barrier 
to  the  onward  run  of  the  fish  in  the  low  state  of 
the  water. 

On  the  different  ticket  waters  of  the  Forth  the 
fishing  all  along  was  decidedly  poor.  As  mostly 
everywhere  this  was  in  largest  measure  due  to 
the  drought,  which  having  been  of  protracted 
continuance  had  brought  about  an  extremely  low 
state  of  the  water.  As  in  the  North  Esk  a very 
poor  show  of  fish  was  remarked  on,  and  a unique 
feature  of  the  season  was  that  more  than  three- 
fourths  of  the  fish  caught  were  grilse  of  weights 
ranging  from  51b.  to  01b. 

The  Awe  river  of  Argyllshire  did  not  just  quite 
come  up  to  expectations  in  its  fishing  during  the 
months  of  September  and  October.  This 
naturally  fine  sporting  river  is  not,  strictly 
speaking,  a back-end  fishery.  It  has  no  pro- 
nounced run  of  bright  fish,  at  the  time  that  a real 
and  strong  migration  of  such  fish  is  taking  place 
in  the  rivers  of  the  east  coast  and  those  of  the 
Solway.  Albeit  when  it  is  right  for  fishing  there 
is  usually  some  good  sport  to  be  had  with  kipper 
fish  of  a large  size  in  the  autumn.  These  come 
forward  with  the  late  floods,  and  the  most  of  them 
that  have  not  been  long  in,  give  highly  exciting 
play.  Though  the  yield  of  sport  obtained  on  the 
Taynuilt  Hotel  fishery  was  only  fairish,  it  yet  by 
comparison  with  that  given  by  most  similar 
fisheries — hotel  and  ticket — was  a good  average 
for  a back-end  during  which  relatively  all  round 
the  sport  was  wretchedly  poor. 

The  free,  far  inland  fisheries  of  the  Tweed  have 
not  for  years  yielded  in  such  a poor  fashion.  As 
usual,  anglers  of  a sort  have  plied  the  gripper  on 
them  with  a will,  but  not  with  their  accustomed 
success. 

All  the  Solway  rivers’  ticket,  association,  and 
open  waters,  it  is  unanimously  declared,  have 
fished  worse  than  anyone  can  remember. 
Scarcely  could  they  have  done  worse.  Not  only 
were  fish  few,  but  they  were  tantalisingly  stiff  to 
put  up.  Hence  the  season,  it  is  generally  regarded, 
has  not  given  a fishing,  from  commencement  to 
finish,  of  half  the  usual  merit.  Bsk,  Annan,  Dee, 
<fcc,  all  have  fished  in  an  utterly  wretched 
manner.  Anglers  on  these  rivers  are,  to  a man, 
severely  down  upon  the  Solway  netting,  and  not 
without  cause,  for  it  is  ridiculously  and  unjustifi- 
ably severe,  having  already  told  greatly  against 
those  engaged  in  it,  as  likewise  against  the 
anglers  on  the  rivers  which  are  looked  to  for 
maintaining  the  stock  of  fish  from  year  to  year. 
But  when  will  the  netters  be  wise  ? 


Spinning  w ith  “ Archer  ” spinners  at  Low'er 
Bittle  Keservoir,  near  Redditch.  last  Saturday, 
Mr.  Edgar  Bartleet  (of  Messrs.  Wm.  Bartleet  and 
Sons)  and  a friend,  landed  seventeen  pike,  weigh- 
ing 851b.,  the  largest  fish  being  ll^lb. 

Mas.  Della.  Lyji.an  Pouter,  who  contributes  an 
article  to  the  November  Scribners  on  “Mr. 
Freeman  at  Home,”  spent  several  years  in  the 
historian’s  family,  and  enjoyed  the  most  friendly 
relations  with  him.  She  tells  of  the  little- 
known  personal  side  of  Mr.  Freeman,  and 
reveals  pleasant  phases  of  his  character  that  did 
not  usually  present  themselves  to  the  world  at 
large. 
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HOW  TO  BREED  AND  REAR  TROUT 

REARING  THE  A^OUNG  FISH. 


By  T.  Andrews,  Guildford. 


TWELFTH  PAPER. 

I HOPE  I shall  be  acquitted  of  too  frequent 
repetition  if  I say  once  more  that  the  chief,  ir 
fact  the  only  point  in  trout  breeding  which) 
presents  any  I’eal  difficulty  to  amateurs,  and  the! 
stage  which  frightens  and  deters  them,  is  the'e 
rearing  of  fry  io  yearlings ; and  I feel  quite  sure  1] 
that  my  brother  pisciculturists  will  agree  with  ii 
me  when  I say  that  our  own  losses  in  the  fry  i 
stage  are,  to  say  the  least,  greater  than  we  like,  i 
or  care  to  own.  \ 

The  mortality  amongst  older  fish  is  so  small, 
except  where  great  carelessness  in  handling  and 
moving  the  fish  is  shewn,  or  some  serious  accident 
happens  with  the  water,  that  it  is  scarcely  worth  i 
consideriag,  being  probably  not  more  than  two 
per  cent,  per  annum  for  several  years. 

The  loss  of  fry  occurs  somewhere  between  the 
sixth  and  twelfth  week  after  hatching,  and  in  my 
opinion  is  due  to  one  or  other  of  the  following 
causes  : — 

1.  That  the  ova  may  have  been  taken  from 
weakly,  under-fed  parents,  and  imperfectly 
impregnated. 

Now  nothing  that  we  can  do  with  regard  to 
the  treatment  in  the  hatchery,  or  the  ])lacing 
and  feeding  the  fry,  will  be  of  the  smallest  use 
unless  the  ova  are  taken  from  strong,  healthy 
parents.  No  care,  however  great,  that  has  been 
bestowed  on  the  ova  or  fry  in  the  hatchery  can 
ever  prove  of  the  slightest  avail  if  the  eggs  have 
been  taken  from  poor,  half-fed  fish.  We  may, 
therefore,  be  able  to  trace  the  cause  of  failure 
back  to  the  very  outset  of  our  operations. 

2.  That  the  treatment  in  the  hatchery  has  been 
at  fault. 

The  best  eggs  that  were  ever  obtained  may, 
and  vm-y  frequently  are,  ruined  by  the  imperfect 
hatching  appliances,  and  by  carelessness  or 
accident  in  the  hatchery.  I have  seen  such 
dirt  and  filth  in  the  “hatching  box”  that  I 
would  wager  (if  I were  a betting  man)  that  not 
a dozen  fish  would  survive.  Ova  are  also 
frequently  smothered  and  suffocated  by  their 
being  placed  too  thick  in  the  boxes,  or  by  having 
too  little  water  passed  over  them. 

o.  That  the  fry  arc  turned  out  into  tmsuiiahle 
places. 

This  is  the  weakest  point  in  amateur  trout 
breeding  of  to-day;  for,  as  a rule,  the  previous 
work  has  been  done  by  experienced  trout  breeders, 
and  ova  have  been  purchased  by  the  amateur,  who 
imagines  that  he  has  only  to  unpack  them,  and 
put  them  into  a dribble  of  running  water,  and 
wait  until  the  umbilical  sac  is  absorbed,  when  he 
can  turn  them  out  into  his  ponds  or  stream,  and 
be  no  more  troubled  with  them. 

If  up  to  this  time  the  ova  have  been  properly 
treated,  and  they  are  taken  from  healthy  breeders, 
everything  seems  to  point  to  success,  for  the  little 
fish  are  lusty  and  strong,  and  seem  only  to  require 
to  be  turned  out,  to  grow  eventually  into  strong 
yearlings.  But  it  is  not  always  that  a suitable 
rearing  ground  is  provided.  There  may  be  too 
slight  a current,  or  too  great  a current  of  water, 
all  this  clepending  of  course  upon  the  width  and 
depth  of  the  stream  or  pond,  and  the  body  of 
water  passing  through.  For  a narrow  rearing 
pond,  where  the  fish  are  to  he  fed  artificially,  there 
should  be  a gentle  current  of  at  least  one  to  two 
miles  an  hour,  a depth  of  one  to  four  feet,  and  the 
width  may  be  from  two  feet  to  twelve  or  fifteen 
feet  according  to  the  quantity  of  water  available. 

If  the  rearing  pond  should  be  larger  than  this 
the  little  fish  are  apt  to  stray  beyond  the  reach  of 
artificial  food,  and  must  die  of  starvation. 

If  the  rearing  pond  contains  a large  quantity 
of  the  necessary  natural  food,  I cannot  say  that 
I find  any  serious  ob]ection  to  its  being  tolerably 
large.  If  there  is  an  objection,  it  is  only  that 
because  of  its  size  there  may  be  some  difficulty  in 
removing  any  overgrown  or  cannibal  fish.  Most 
undoubtedly  my  largest  ponds  grow  the  finest 
yearlings ; and  I am  again  somewhat  perplexed 
as  regards  the  size  and  shape  that  rearing  ponds 
should  be,  some  of  my  own  jionds  of  forty  or  fifty 
yards  square  having  this  season  grown  many  more 
yearlings  than  the  long  narrow  ponds,  and  very 
much  larger  fish  many  of  them  being  at  the  time 
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of  writing  seven  and  eight  inches  long; 

but  the  large  pom  Is  contain  enormous  (|uantitics 
of  the  natural  food,  whereas  the  fish  in  the 
narrow  i)onds  depend  in  a great  measure  on 
artificial  food.  , 

•f.  That  the  food,  either  natural  or  artificial, 
has  been  too  scanty,  or  that  artijlcial  food  may 
have  been  given  in  such  (piantities  as  to  foul  ilie 
wahr  in  the  rearing  pond. 

If  artificial  food,  in  whatever  form,  is  scattered 
broadcast  and  wholesale  all  over  the  pond,  much 
of  it  is  unconsumed,  and  eventually  sinks  to  the 
bottom,  and  it  is  not  difficult  to  foresee  the  con- 
sequence. The  entire  bottom  of  the  pond  or 
rearing  box  is  soon  covered  with  rotten  matter, 
and  as  this  becomes  welded  together  with 
“fungus,”  or  perhaps  “ byssus  ” is  the  better 
word,  it  can  be  pulled  up  in  large  lumps,  putrid 
and  stinking;  the  water  has  become  tainted,  and 
young  trout  must  perish.  It  is  therefore  advis- 
able to  feed  the  young  fry  often,  and  in  small 
quantities  at  a time,  so  that  none  is  left  to  fall  to 
the  bottom.  I have  always  maintained  that 
“ earth  ” ponds  are  preferable  to  “ plank  ” ponds 
for  rearing  the  young  fish,  even  if  there  should  be 
a risk  that  the  eggs  of  predaceous  insects  are 
deposited,  and  I own  that  it  is  far  more  difficult 
and  costly  in  most  places  to  construct  earth 
ponds  so  that  they  will  drain  effectually  ; but  the 
great  absorbing  and  purifying  power  of  earth, 
and  its  capacity  for  growing  vegetation,  and 
consequently  natural  food,  must  not  be  over- 
looked, and  “earth”  ponds  should  be  so  con- 
structed that  they  can  be  emptied  at  any  time, 
thoroughly  cleansed,  and  left  dry  when  required. 
My  own  ponds  are  so  free  from  mud  and  other 
deposit — being  built  at  the  springs,  and  conse- 
quently not  subject  in  the  slightest  degree  to 
flocd  water — that  wo  are  able  to  stand  in  the 
bottom  of  the  ponds  wffien  empty,  and  sjceep  them 
out  with  lirch  brooms.  Vegetation  of  the  proper 
kinds  is  introduced  and  encouraged,  and  we  know 
that  this  will  not  thrive  on  rank  mud  many 
inches  thick. 

There  are  several  other  causesof  death  fo  young 
trout,  which  I may  call  “ local  ” as  distinct  from 
“ general,”  and  of  these  I cannot  speak  here,  as 
they  vary  in  different  places,  according  to  the 
soil  and  the  character  of  the  water. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  young  trout  after  they 
leave  the  hatching  house  the  more  natural  the 
cond?7io« .3,  supposing  that  enemies  are  kept  down, 
the  belter  will  be  the  resitlis. 

Disease  and  suffering  generally  arise  from  our 
opposition  to  one  or  other  of  nature’s  laws,  and 
I fancy  I remember  reading  somewhere  that 
“disease  is  nature’s  protest  against  wrong,” 
and  although  we  can  assist  and  protect  in  trout 
culture,  as  in  very  many  other  matters,  we  dare 
not  attempt  to  interfere  or  disturb  too  much,  or 
we  suffer.  In  trout  culture  we  suffer  in  the 
very  serious  dwarfing  of  the  fish  and  reduction 
in  numbers,  if  we  do  not  lose  them  altogether. 

Up  to  the  point  of  turning  young  troiit  out 
from  the  hatchery  we  have  done  everything  to 
protect  them,  especially  from  their  natural 
enemies,  and  except  that  we  took  the  eggs  from 
the  female  fish,  and  fertilised  them  with  the  milt 
of  the  male  by  artificial  means,  there  is  nothing 
very  unnatural  about  the  hatching  process,  but 
simply  a systematic  protection  of  the  eggs  in 
every  possible  way  at  the  most  helpless  stage — a 
stage  at  which,  in  a state  of  nature,  there  is  very 
great  less.  In  a well  arranged  hatchery  there  is 
no  deposit  to  smother  the  ova,  no  flood  to  wash 
them  away,  no  drought  to  leave  them  high  and 
dry,  and  no  enemy  of  any  kind  to  molest  them  ; 
after  this  everything  turns  on  the  suitability  of 
the  rearing  ground.  In  the  construction  of  many 
of  my  “ rearing  grounds  ” I have  endeavoured  to 
imiiate  a natural  stream,  with  small  falls  and 
alternate  deeps  and  shallows;  and  it  is  very 
interesting  to  watch  the  young  fry  the  moment 
they  are  turned  into  these — how  they  avoid  the 
strong  runs  of  the  stream,  and  ensconce  them- 
selves behind  some  little  impediment  to  the 
current,  or  in  the  small  eddies,  where,  if  not 
disturbed,  they  will  remain  for  weeks,  only  just 
turning  to  the  right  or  left  for  food,  and  growing 
fast  in  the  meantime. 

I said  that  the  more  natural  the  conditions 
the  better  will  be  the  results,  and  I mean  as 
regards  the  size  and  eiualify  of  the  yearlings  as 
well  as  in  nuntbers.  One  breeder’s  yearlings  will 
be  larger  and  heavier  than  the  Iwo-j  ear-olds  of 


another,  and  1 would  urge  this,  that  the  larger 
the  fish  when  placed  out  in  the  “o])en,”  the  more 
likely  they  are  to  take  care  of  themselves,  and 
also  the  sooirer  will  they  become  fit  to  bo  placed 
in  the  angler’s  basket,  for  which  receptacle,  1 
venture  to  say,  most  of  the  tish  we  bi’oed  are 
iiiteirded. 

Even  on  a fish  farm,  where  every  possible 
precaution  is  taken,  where  several  men  are 
permanently  employed  to  attend  to  this  or  that 
particular  bi'anch  of  the  work,  where  the  rearing 
ponds  are  constructed  on  the  best  known 
principles,  and  where  the  water  is  known  to  be  of 
the  right  quality  and  abundant,  the  losses  of  fry 
are  heavy,  too  heavy,  and  how  to  prevent  it  still 
costs  trout  breeders  some  considerable  amount  of 
thought  and  anxiety.  But  if  this  is  the  case  with 
all  the  dangers  known  and  every  care  taken  by 
skilled  fish  culturists,  what  must  it  be  when  not 
a moment’s  thought  is  bestowed  on  the  fry  after 
being  turned  into  rivers  or  lakes  already  coir- 
taining  some  trout?  and  when  the  cannibalistic 
propensity  of  trout  is  considered,  it  appears  almost 
marvel  that  any  fish  attain  to  the  yearling 
stage ! I know  only  too  well  that  some  young 
trout  die  of  simple  starvation,  even  when  turned 
into  my  rearing  ponds,  which  contain  an  immense 
quantity  of  natural  food,  and  the  loss  must  needs 
be  much  greater  when  they  are  turned  out  into 
wild  waters  containing  little  or  no  natural  food, 
and  hosts  of  enemies  from  pike  to  Tommy  Cods. 

In  Livingston  Stone’s  “ Domesticated  Trout, 
p.  184,  I find  : “ Provide  a suitable  place  for  the 
young  fry  when  they  begin  to  feed,  and  keep 
them — where  they  will  feed  well — where  they  will 
be  safe  from  their  natural  enemies  — where 
nothing  can  get  in  and  nothing  can  get  out — where 
no  fungus  can  come  to  them — where  the  water 
cannot  run  over — where  they  cannot  remain  per- 
manently out  of  sight— where  the  water  cannot 
be  cut  oil'  by  accident — where  the  fish  can  have 
new,  unused  water — where  they  can  find  shade 
where  there  is  plenty  of  room.”  I fail  to  find  words 
of  my  own  to  express  in  half  so  effective  a manner 
the  conditions  under  which  we  may  expect  young 
trout  to  thrive,  but  1 am  prepared  to  endorse 
every  word  of  the  above,  merely  adding  that  the 
difficulty  is  in  “ providing  the  suitable  place.” 

A great  point  is  to  keep  the  young  fish  “ com- 
pact ” in  rearing  ponds  of  some  shape  or  another, 
and  to  feed  them  there,  either  on  natural  or 
artificial  food,  until  they  arc  large  enough  to  be 
turned  out  into  “wild”  or  “natural”  waters, 
where  they  will  more  easily  hold  their  own 
against  larger  fish  ; and  it  is  for  this  very  reason 
that  a professional  trout  breeder’s  rearing  ponds 
are  constructed.  How  I wish  that  this  principle 
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rt’ere  adopted  on  a large  scale  for  salmon  breeding, 
and  how  much  I should  lejoice  if  I could  know 
that,  say,  half  a million  yearling  or  two-year-old 
fish  were  turned  into  the  rivers  every  year, 
instead  of  a few  hundred  thousand  poor  little 
fry ! 

I said  that  even  on  a fish  farm  we  lose  many 
fish  in  the  early  stage,  but  we  have  this  advan- 
tage, that  we  are  able,  or  ought  to  be  able,  to  drs^in 
our  rearingponds  perfectly  dry,  so  as  to  make  sure 
that  no  fish  of  any  kind,  or  predaceous  insects, 
remain  in  'he  pond.  This  prevents  much  of  the 
“ cannibalism  ” that  goes  on  by  older  fish,  but 
there  will  still  be  some  cannibalism,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  many  fry  of  three  months  old  will  have 
grown  three  times  as  large  as  others  of  the  same 
hatching,  and  the  old  saying  that  the  weakest 
goes  to  the  wall,”  is  very  literally  fufilled. 

I have  lately  been  trying  to  find  out  approxi- 
mately the  losses  of  fry  on  what  is  called  a“  trout 
farm,”  and,  as  far  as  I can  learn,  it  would  seem  to 
be  40  to  60  per  cent.,  taking  one  year  with  another, 
but  of  this  we  cannot  be  quite  certain,  as  our  fry 
are  turned  out  by  the  half  million,  and  not  counted, 
but  simply  estimated.  This  death-rate  seems  large, 
and  we  would  all  like  to  be  able  to  rear  the  little 
fish  with  less  loss  of  life.  Still  with  such  loss  as 
this  I am  not  disappointed  in  our  attempts  at 
trout  breeding,  as,  alter  all,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  we  produce  a vastly  greater  number  of 
yearling  fish  than  is  done  in  a state  of  nature, 
and  I have  reason  to  think  that  some  of  us 


improve  every  year. 

If  by  some  bad  management  or  some  accident,  a 
few  five  or  six  inch  fish  are  left  in  the  rearing  pond, 
one  must  not  expect  to  find  any  great  number  of 
yearling  fish  the  next  season.  In  most  cases  the 
few  fish  left  back  will  have  grown  very  consider- 


ably, but  at  the  expense  of  most  of  the  try. 
Some  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  ago  1 had  the  mis- 
fortune to  let  some  yearlings  get  down  into  a 
pond  just  stocked  with  fry,  and  in  a very  few  days 
afterwards  I saw  the  yearlings  “ going  tor  the 
little  fish  incessantly.  Of  course  it  was  out  ol 
the  ((uestion  to  run  the  roaring  pond  oil  again, 
so  1 had  to  catch  as  many  of  the  yearlings  as 
I could  with  a fly.  During  the  first  three  or 
four  weeks,  I managed  to  pick  out  fifty  or  sixty 
of  them,  but  after  twelve  months  the  pond  was 
emptied,  and  about  100  two-year-old  trout  were 
found,  bid  very  few  of  my  fry  had  escaped,  ihe 
two-year-old  fish  must  liave  devoured  o0,000  try 
at  least  during  the  year,  and  they  throve  on  them, 
too,  weighing  as  nearly  as  possible  Ijlb.  c^^h. 
Now  such  a thing  as  this  happens  but  seldom 
in  a well  arranged  fishery ; but  it  often  occurs 
on  amateurs’  places,  as  1 am  continually  informed. 
From  some  insecurity  of  fences,  some  uncon- 
trollable flood,  or  from  some  inexperience  in 
emptying  a pond,  a few  yearling  fish  are  allowed 
to  remain  back,  or  the  fry  escape  into  water 
below,  containing  larger  fish,  whereby  infinite 
damage  is  done  to  the  next  year  s crop. 

It  is  a well-known  fact  that  a newly-made  earth 
rearing  pond  brings  on  young  fish  in  g^atei 
numbers  for  a season  or  two  than  one  which  has 
been  used  for  several  years.  This  would  point  to 
the  advisability  of  allowing  a pond  to  remain 
“fallow”  for  a season,  giving  time  tor  the 
various  kinds  of  predaceous  insects  to  be 
destroyed.  It  would  also  suggest  more  than  one 
rearing  pond  heing  made  for  yearlings,  it  the 
amateur  desires  to  carry  on  his  work  every  year. 
Supposing  there  should  be  room  in  the  grounds 
for  two  rearing  ponds,  one  of  these  rnight  be  letc 
dry  the  whole  season,  and  filled  up  with  water  in 
the  winter,  taking  care  that  natural  food  is  intro- 
duced before  stocking  with  fry  m March  or 

^s  I place  very  much  value  on  the  supply  of 
natural  food,  I may  say  here  that  I have  a 
number  of  by-streams  and  other  small  pools  on 
my  fisheries,  where  we  know  there  are  no  tish, 
and  where  the  natural  food,  such  as  Gammarus, 
Limrice,  and  larva:  of  many  kinds  of  flies,  accu- 
mulates very  rapidly.  The  natural  food  is  easily 
collected  in  these  places,  where  the  water  caw  be 
run  off,  by  using  a fine  canvas  net,  and  baling 
the  small  holes  in  the  stream,  passing  everything 
through  the  canvas  net,  and  then  shooting  the 
food  into  a bucket.  By  this  means  we  collect 
several  times  in  the  early  spring  a nurnber  ot 
fourteen  gallon  cans  full  of  shrimps,  snails,  and 
larvie,  and  transfer  them  to  the  rearing  pond^ 
I do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  at  this  moment  i 
could  collect  a ton  of  shrimps  from  some  little 
pools  on  my  fishery  in  a rnorning. 

Mr.  Urancis  Francis  paid  me  a visit  some  years 
a‘’'o,  and  was  struck  with  the  quantity  of  natural 
food  in  my  places,  and  in  his  “ Practical  Manage- 
ment of  Fisheries,”  p.  22,  he  strongly  urges  the 
introduction  of  all  kinds  of  natural  food,  saying 
that  “the  great  thing  to  encourage  in  your  fishery 
if  you  want  fine  fish,  and  plenty  of  them,  is  lood 
which  is  reproductive.”  This  had  reference,  of 
course,  to  natural  streams  or  ponds,  but  the  same 
holds  good  with  a fish  farm,  only  I fancy  to  a 
greater  extent.  , . 

As  the  feeding  of  fry  is  of  such  vital  import- 
ance, 1 will  not  apologise  for  continuing  to  give 
more  of  my  experience  in  the  breeding  ot  natuial 

food  for  trout.  ,, 

I do  not  propose  to  go  into  the  life  history 
of  any  of  the  water-bred  insects,  although  much 
might  be  said  in  these  papers  regarding  it,  and 
I need  not  say  that  it  is  extremely  interesting 
and  valuable,  if  only  from  a fish  breeder  s point 
of  view,  particularly  with  regard  to  the  suitability 
of  the  soil,  and  the  character  of  the  water  ; but  i 
may  say  that  the  last  stage  that  he  required  foi 
verifying  and  confirming  the  previously  written 
and  accepted  life  history  of  the  Alder-fly  was 
obtained  at  my  place  by  my  friend,  Mr.  r-  -It* 
Halford.  Whilst  speaking  of  the  Alder-tly, 
Chas.  Kingsley,  who  was  a very  keen  and  experi- 
enced fly-fisher,says  (“Prose Idylls,’  p.b4),‘  What 
shall  be  said,  or  not  be  said,  of  this  queen  ot  flies, 
which  kills  the  monsters  of  the  deep,  surpassed 
only  by  the  green  drake  for  one  fortnight ; but 
surpassing  him  in  this,  that  she  will  kill  on  till 

September What  hours  of  bliss  do 

I not  owe  to  thee  ! How  have  I seen,  in  the  rich 
meads  of  Wey,  after  picking  out  wretched 
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quarter-pounders  all  the  morning  on  March 
Brown  and  red  hackle,  the  great  trout  rush  from 
every  hover  to  welcome  thy  first  appearance 

among  the  sedges  and  buttercups ! 

Beloved  Alder-fly,  such  immortality  as  I can  I 
bestow  on  thee  here,  in  small  return  for  all  the 
pleasant  days  thou  hast  bestowed  on  me.” 


REMINISCENCES  OP  AN  OLD 
ANGLER. 

{Continued  from  page  S74 ) 

By  E.  M.  Tod. 

June  22nd,  1893. — Fished  the  River  Navar, 
above  the  “Crack  Pool” — the  highest  salmon  cast 
on  the  Navar,  and  just  above  its  junction  with 
the  “ Mallard.;’ 

I may  mention  that  the  body  of  water  here  is 
never  very  large,  but  at  this  time  it  was  at  its 
lowest,  and  full  of  green  weeds  and  slippery 
green  slime.  (Was  there  ever  a worse  fishing 
year?)  It  only  gives  you  about  half-a-mile  of 
water  before  one  is  at  the  loch  (Navar)  from 
which  the  river  emerges ; but  it  is  well  stocked 
with  trout — this  half-mile — trout,  loo,  cf  a very 
fair  size  indeed,  and  it  is  a singular  fact  that  for 
many  miles,  starting  from  the  Crack  Pool  down- 
wards, the  fishing  for  trout  is  despicable  in 
the  extreme — the  trout  being  ruhhtsh — so  far  as 
my  experience  goes.  Now  is  this  not  a singular 
circumstance?  Looking  very  much  like  the 
survival  of  the  fittest  : the  weaker  going  to 
the  wall.  It  is  a very  fine  salmon  river.  That 
it  is  well  stocked  I think  goes  without  saying, 
when  I mention  that  my  old  friend  and  kind 
host  (who,  by  the  way,  is  an  experienced 
and  good  fisherman,  though  he  rec]uires  someone 
else  to  say  as  much)  went  up  one  day  before  I 
went,  and  brought  tome  I71b.  of  trout  out  of  that 
short  stretch  of  water.  I knew  he  had  pretty 
well  “ skinned  ” it  for  a time,  of  course,  and  I 
was  only  able  to  get  91b.,  including  a nice  bright 
fresh-run  sea-trout  of  |lb.  (91b.) 

2.3rd.  1 fished  a hill  loch  to-day,  called  “ Loch 
Calf,”  my  friend  going  on  to  Loch  Rimsdale. 

It  was  a very  daik,  windy  day,  and  I had  to 
wade  and  make  the  best  of  it.  For  some  time  I 
did  next  to  nothing,  but  as  I got  to  a narrow 
place,  overgrown  with  reeds,  I began  to  see  a 
hope  of  some  trout  after  all. 

Here  I killed  a few  nice  fish,  and  I noticed 
that  all  of  them  had  apparently  got  their 
stomachs  well  filled. 

When  I had  walked  back  to  the  lodge  I found 
I had  hardly  a minute  to  get  ready  for  dinner,  but 
meanwhile  I had  asked  the  housekeeper  kindly  to 
open  one  or  two  of  the  trout  that  I might  see  on 
what  they  had  been  distending  their  stomachs. 

Now  I wish  to  draw  attention  to  this — a wholly 
new  experience  in  my  own  angling  career. 
Every  fish  which  looked  so  full  of  food  was,  in 
fact — diseased ! The  viscera  were  adherent  to 
the  abdominal  cavity  to  a greater  or  lesser  extent 
in  each  trout  I had  taken  below  that  bed  cf 
reeds,  and  the  appearance  of  the  stomach  was 
that  of  being  infested  by  a number  of  pendulous 
parasites  clinging  outside  it,  not  unlike  very 
diminutive  “tide  lice”  in  appearance.  I gave 
orders  at  once  that  they  were  to  be  all  consigned 
to  the  dusthole— but  I much  regret  that  I had 
not  first  placed  one  or  two  in  pickle  ! I may  add 
that  the  housekeeper  herself  instantly  pro- 
nounced the  fish  to  be  diseased — which  was  very 
obvious  from  the  manner  in  which  the  stomach, 
&c.,  was  adhering,  in  patches,  to  the  abdominal 
walls. 

The  strange  thing  was,  that  the  trout  did  not 
seem  at  all  out  of  condition,  a thing  I am  wholly 
unable  to  account  for.  Some  day  I hope  to  get 
a few  specimens  sent — and  if  I do,  I shall  send 
them  to  some  more  scientific  man  for  his  report. 

The  “tapeworm”  in  trout  — and  even  in 
salmon — is  an  established  fact,  and  I dined  only 
a few  evenings  ago  with  a party  of  friends,  one 
of  whom  (a  local  surgeon  of  repute)  told  me 
that  he  once  found  a living  tapeworm  in  a dead 
and  even  decaying  salmon  lying  on  the  bank, 
which  had  been,  I think,  partly  disembowelled. 
He  saw  the  “ movement,”  and,  on  taking  further 
steps  to  ascertain  what  it  could  mean,  hooked 
out  a long  tapeworm  to  his  own  surprise. 

I have  heard  of  several  other  cases,  but  a case 
such  as  my  own,  and  which  I can  vouch  for,  I 


have  never  read  of  in  all  my  life,  and  I shall  be 
glad  if  anyone  can  throw  some  light  on  the  sub- 
ject. I had  only  41b.  of  trout,  running  about 
three  or  four  to  the  pound.  (41b.) 

24th.  Started  again  for  Loch  Rimsdale,  where 
we  had  the  use  of  a boat  through  the  courtesy’  of 
the  lessee  of  the  neighbouring  shooting.  It  was 
blowing  such  a gale  of  wind  that  we  could  do 
nothing.  The  boatman  could  not  manage  the 
boat,  and  from  shore  it  was  next  to  hopeless,  so 
we  retraced  our  steps  to  the  trap  and  drove  home 
again. 

26th.  Fished  the  river  above  the  Crack  Pool 
with  fly  and  worm.  First  I got  about  51b.  with 
clear  water  worm,  but  this  was  doing  so  badly 
that  I took  to  the  fly,  and  went  to  the  long,  still 
pool,  which,  indeed,  is  the  first  portion  of  the  river, 
as  it  glides  away  from  the  waters  of  the  parent 
loch.  There  was  an  occasional  breeze  here,  for 
which  I had  every  now  and  again  to  wait,  and  I 
got  about  4|lb.  of  trout. 

Then  I hooked  something  “ good,”  and  thought 
it  was  a grilse,  but  the  hook  came  out,  and  it 
“ lived  to  fight  another  day’.”  It  was  about  31b. 
I then  cast  again  to  the  very  far  side,  where  stood 
two  stones  just  out  of  the  water,  and  saw  a “boil.” 
I tried  from  above,  then  directly  across,  and  had 
no  response  whatever.  Then  I w’aded  very  quietly 
down  and  tried  a few  long  throws  up  and  across, 
and  at  last  I was  “into  him.” 

The  worst  of  it  was  that  I had  no  place  whereon 
to  land  the  “ baste.”  Where  I waded  stood  a 
heap  of  boulders,  and  above  me  a bed  of  reeds. 
Besides,  my  landing  net  was  not  very  large. 

At  last,  by  patience,  I got  the  brute  into  my 
small  trout  landing  net — a grilse,  about  411j.,  and 
as  ranh  a kelt  as  ever  had  its  gills  full  of  maggots ! 
and  this,  too,  on  the  26th  of  June  ! 1 fished  no 
more,  for  the  trap  was  waiting. 

Back  he  went,  but  I think  had  made  up  his 
mind  to  die — wisely.  I was  using  very  fine  drawn 
gut,  and  iny  killing  fly  was  old  Canon  Green  well’s 
invention,  “ Greenwell’s  Glory,”  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3. 
Total  weight  of  trout,  9flb. 

27th.  I tried  the  lower  beat.  No.  4,  with  the 
trout  fly.  Day  windy.  “The  trout  were  not 
rising.  There  were  no  trout  to  rise!”  was  pretty 
near  the  truth,  for  every  trout  in  the  river  had 
apparently  gone  to  bed,  and  were  fast  asleep  and 
snoring. 

I have  added  this  footnote  to  the  entry  in  my 
diary,  after  this  day’s  experience,  “ I consider 
that  the  River  Navar  is  a useless  trouting  river 
for  fly  fishing  save  close  to  the  loch”  (Loch 
Navar),  where  it  is  good. 

I only  got  about  nine  or  ten  trout,  of,  say, 
lib.  each.  I hooked  no  end  of  par,  and  “sic  like 
trash,”  which,  of  course,  I shied  back  again  with 
a blessing  (in  disguise)  to  the  river. 

28th.  Again  we  drove  down  to  Rafaile  Bridge 
and  farm,  and  went  through  the  usual  process 
of  climbing  up  the  hill  and  across  the  moorland  ; 
but  this  time  making  a straight  track  for  Loch 
Duniveen. 

To  make  a long  story  short,  I fished  “and 
better  fished.”  I waded  and  I stumbled,  amongst 
stones  and  rocks,  and  when  “ Time  ! ” was  called, 

I had  but  61b.  of  very  pretty  and  decent-sized 
trout  in  my  basket — of  course  all  with  “fly.”  (51b.) 

29th.  The  River  Navar.  Fished  “ No.  5 ” for 
salmon.  My  friend  also  on  the  war  path  tor 
Salmo  salar  and  other  two  rods  from  the 
opposite  lodge,  and  the  result  was— a hlank  day 
to  four  rods. 

J une  30th.  Rest  and  rheumatism. 

July  1st.  Fished  Loch  Rimsdale  with  B.,  who 
got  twice  as  many  trout  as  I did,  but  as  I only 
got  2Hb.  that  was  not  saying  much.  The  keeper  of 
the  “shooting”  and  the  butler  had  out  the  other 
boat,  and  did  even  worse  than  we  did,  which  was 
a grim  kind  of  consolation  to  me  at  least,  as  this 
was  my  last  day  there,  probably  for  all  time.  I 
prefer  the  Deveron  for  trout  fishing  by  a long 
way  ! 

Well,  well!  “Life  is  not  all  beer  and  skittles,” 
nor  fishing  and  fun  ! And  so  this  brings  me  to  the 
end  of  my  Diary. 

With  the  editor’s  permission,  I shall  glance 
over,  and  write  a resume  of  it  all  in  my  next  and 
last  paper. 

To  the  reader  it  is  a small  matter  to  take  up 
and  lay  down  such  a Diary.  To  myself  it  speaks 
of  rnany  happy  hours,  which  I fain  would  live  over 
again — were  youth  granted  me.  I dare  not  think 
of  its  more  sombre  reflections.  And  after  all,  we 


must  all  end  our  diary  some  day  with  the  word  I ; 
Finis,  and  meanwhile  let  us  crack  our  jokes  till' i 
the  “ crack  of  doom.”  | 

Our  children,  we  trust,  will  take  up  our  rods  as  | : 
we  lay  them  down.  May  they  love  angling  as  we 
do,  and  Truth  even  more  than  angling.  ! 

At  least  I claim  to  have  recorded  a fairly 
accurate  diary.  Had  my  wish  been  to  “ spin  a 
yarn,”  I could  have  drawn  the  “ long  bow  ” with 
the  best  of  them  ; but  I never  see  either  manli- 
ness or  sense  in  these  fishing  wonders  one  so  often 
hears  of  and  never  sees.  It  is  the  record  of  thirty- ; 
four  years  which  I am  just  concluding,  and  at 
fifty-five  one  has  not  a great  many  more  such 
“ spans  ” to  look  forward  to  before  one  writes  life’s  i 
“ 1-eal  Finis.” 

What  ails  the  man,  he  looks  so  wan,  ! 

So  sorrowful — so  shivery—  ' 

Is ’t  brain  ? — or  dull  hepatic  pain  ? 

Take  “ pil.  Hydrarg.”  when  “ livery.’’ 

I hain’t  a grain  o’  liver  pain. 

E’en  thoir  Pill-King  must  die — oh  “ Re,”  * 
But  I am  sad  because  a lad 
I “ u-onst  ” was — see  my  Diary  ! 

Would  I had  been  yon  fishing  monk, 

Who  lived  at  Bolton  Priory — 

Cni  hono  ?— since  he  had  “ to  bunk,” 

And  hasn’t  left — his  Diary. 

What  is  the  good  of  “Ridge’s  Food P ” 

Of  “ Parr’s  Life  Pills  P ” — etcetera, 

“ Anni  lahuntur  ” tells  its  tale — 

Are  we  one  whit  the  better — ah? 

Let’s  end  in  fun — excuse  the  pun — 

My  kitchen  is  a “ Friary,” 

What  if  my  mind  a link  can  find — ■ 

’Twixt  “ Livery  ” and — Diary  ? 


^colcl3  llofcs. 

By  Mac. 

The  spawning  of  the  grilse  and  the  early-run 
or  small  spring  salmon  which  is  already  about 
finished  in  some,  is  now  well  advanced  in  most  of 
the  streams  of  the  more  inland  districts  of  Scot- 
land. On  the  whole  the  water,  so  far,  has  been 
moderately  well  suited  for  the  operations  in  a 
very  large  proportion  of  the  localities.  But  in 
some,  though  seldom  for  long  in  very  heavy 
flood,  it  yet  has  been  rather  often  somewhat  on 
the  high  side  for  an  eminently  satisfactory  issue. 
In  several  of  the  back-end  rivers  a sprinkling  of 
the  large  fish  of  the  late  migration  have  been 
noticed  getting  on  to  the  redds  of  the  middle 
and  fairly  lower  reaches,  both  last  week  and  this 
week. 


Since  the  middle  of  last  week  salmon  have 
come  inshore  in  great  strength  here  and  there 
around  the  Scottish  coast.  Especially  making 
for  the  rivers  of  Aberdeenshire — up  which  heavy 
shoals  have  pushed  both  last  week  and  this  week 
— they  have  been  particularly  numerous.  Why 
they  did  not  come  weeks  ago  seeking  to  take  the 
rivers  is  rather  a marvel.  Their  coming  on  so 
late  over  as  this,  about  which  time  it  is  usual  for 
the  run  to  be  thinning  away  perceptibly  is  quite 
out  of  the  usual  order  of  things.  Of  course  a 
reason,  apparently  feasible,  could  be  advanced 
for  their  not  sooner  coming  inshore  to  make  the 
ascent  of  a number  of  rivers : the  water  for  a 
long  time  was  dead  low,  never  once  in  a freshened 
state  running  out  to  sea.  But  why,  with  the 
object  of  pushing  up  the  Dee  and  other  rivers 
which  all  along  since  the  beginning  of  October 
have  been  in  good  volume  and  several  times  in 
flood,  with  the  wind  very  often  right  airted  for 
ascent,  they  have  in  such  numbers  delayed  until 
now  not  only  their  ascent  but  their  appearance 
on  the  coast  line,  it  is  quite  puzzling  to  me  to 
understand. 


Last  week  several  boxes  of  salmon  forwarded 
from  the  Montrose  district  and  destined  for  the 
Continent  were  seized  by  the  authorities  at  Leith. 
Thus  for  once  some  of  the  turn-an-honest-penny 
Johnnies  have  had  their  little  game  upset. 
Cheap  on  them  ; serves  them  right,  say  I,  and  so 
will  many  more.  I wonder  were  the  salmon  in 
the  boxes  mentioned  poached  by  net  out  of  the 
North  and  South  Esk,  or  were  they  the  spoils  of 
anglers  who  plied  the  plunger  and  deadly  gripper 
below  the  dyke  obstructions  (where  salmon  lie 
thick)  during  the  last  few  days  of  the  back-end  ? 
This  I am  curious  to  know. 
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There  threatens  to  be  yet  another  spate  of 
literature  over  the  deterioration  of  the  Spey  as  a 
salmon  producing  and  salmon  angling  river.  A 
long-winded  article  has  appeared  on  the  subject, 
and  it  is  followed  up  by  someone  who  declares 
that  “ It  is  quite  evident  that  nothing  hut  making 
the  netting  on  the  lower  water — indeed  all  over 
the  river — illegal,  with  longer  free  pass,  say  from 
5 p.m.  on  Friday  to  G a.m.  on  Monday,  will 
set  matters  right  for  all.  If  this  were  done 
the  river  would  soon  I’ecover  its  lost  condi- 
tion, and  afford  not  only  sport  to  anglers, 
but  greatly  increase  the  food  supply,  adding 
greatly  to  the  value  of  fishing  rights  all  over  the 
river.  That  some  such  course  will  be  taken  is 
only  a question  of  time.  Let  the  Duke  and  others 
interested  rather  anticipate  this.  I hope  that  I 
may  see  it  in  my  time,  and  if  I have,  in  however 
small  a way,  helped,  I shall  be  more  than  pleased  ; 
for,  like  all  who  have  known  the  river  so  long,  I 
cannot  but  deplore  the  short-sighted  policy — to 
call  it  nothing  else— that  has  brought  the  grand 
river  to  such  a state.” 


Our  North  Esk  correspondent  writes:  “The 
head  of  fish  in  the  river  continues  about  the 
same  as  it  was  when  the  rod  fishing  closed.  Not 
even  yet  has  there  been  any  rise  of  the  water, 
which  is  now  lower  than  ever,  so  you  can  imagine 
what  chance  the  fish  have  had  of  coming  up. 
They  have  had  no  encouragement,  and  none  but  a 
few  small  ones  have  come.  Yet  there  might  still 
be  a good  stock  of  spawning  fish  if  only  we  could 
get  a good  round  fiood  soon.  This  is  wanted  to 
let  the  fish  that  have  come  in  about  the  coast 
lately  enter  the  river  and  disperse  themselves 
along  its  different  reaches.  There  is,  I am  happy 
to  say,  very  little  sign  of  disease — indeed,  far  less 
than  there  commonly  is  by  the  middle  of 
November.”  . 

A FRIEND  in  the  north  of  Scotland,  who,  as  a 
fish  culturist,  has  for  many  years  had  an  almost 
unique  run  of  success,  writes  me : “ Regarding 
stocking,  we  made  an  excursion  to  the  upper 
waters  on  Monday  last,  but  found  that  the  fish 
had  finished  spawning,  being  considerably  earlier 
than  usual.  Last  year  we  were  there  on  the  3rd 
and  7th  of  Nov.,  and  got  70,000  ova  each  day. 
The  rivers  have  been  in  continuous  flood  for  a 
long  time,  so  much  so  that  we  could  not  work  the 
nets,  otherwise  we  would  have  tried  earlier.  We 
had  a very  heavy  fall  of  snow  in  the  north,  and, 
as  this  has  been  melting  for  the  last  few  days, 
the  rivers  are  high,  and  we  cannot  get  them  tried 
lower  down,  so  that  I am  much  afraid  we  will  fail 
in  getting  any  ova.  Do  you  think  there  would 
be  any  chance  of  getting  some  through  you  from 
anyone  .P  We  to  pay  half  the  expense  of  procuring, 
all  the  expense  of  bringing  the  ova  here,  and  to 
return  paid  one  half  of  the  fry.  This  return  of 
course  would  be  considerably  more  than  what 
would  be  got  if  the  ova  were  deposited  in  the 
natural  way  by  the  fish  ; and,  as  you  well  know, 
thousands  and  thousands  of  ova  are  deposited  in 
the  rivers  which  never  come  to  any  good.  I 
would  guarantee  that  the  ova  would  have  the 
best  of  attention  during  the  winter,  and  that  the 
return  of  fry  would  be  most  satisfactory,  especially 
if  I was  present  to  take  the  ova  myself,  but  any- 
one who  understands  how  to  do  it  correctly  would 
of  course  make  as  good  a job  as  I would.  I 
would  come  for  the  ova  if  such  could  be  got.  Will 
you  kindly  oblige  me  by  making  inquiry.  I cannot 
say  how  pleased  I should  be  if  we  could  get  our 
hatchery  stocked ; it  seems  such  a pity  to  have 
the  hatchery  all  in  working  order,  and  yet  to 
have  nothing  in  it.  It  holds  170,000,  so  that  if 
we  could  get  that  quantity  of  good  well-taken  ova 
they  might  depend  on  getting  82,000  fry  back.” 
This  is  a grand  chance  for  the  Fishery  Board  of 
any  salmon  river  on  which  there  is  no  hatchery. 
It  is  one,  I candidly  say,  that  ought  to  be  jumped 
at  at  once.  

I SHALL  have  somewhat  to  say  before  long 
concerning  the  early,  large,  free-rising  trout  of 
the  Deveron;  and  to  do  this  I am  not  to  go  out 
of  my  way  to  make  an  indirect  onslaught  on  any- 
one. I shall  neither  exaggerate  nor  minimise, 
but  I hold  this,  that  Deveron  trout  are  large, 
early,  and  free-rising.  About  them,  too,  1 know 
probably  as  much  as  most  of  your  readers,  and 
I should  like  to  know,  since  they  and  the  fishing 
for  them  have  been  decried  in  your  columns. 
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where  better,  bar  on  the  Don,  can  be  had  within 
the  United  Kingdom  so  early  in  the  season  on 
waters  which  are  not  strictly  watched  or  largely 
helped  artificially.  Some  may  have  an  interest, 
but  I have  none  whatever,  either  in  whether 
many  or  few  go  to  fish  the  Deveron.  But  as  I 
am  not  so  selfish  as  to  wish  all  the  cream  to 
myself,  I am  not  to  seek,  by  crying  it  down,  to 
keep  others  away  from  tasting  it. 

The  salmon  fishers  in  the  Aberdeen  district 
have  petitioned  for  an  increase  of  wages.  Poor 
fellows,  they  work  hard,  and  certainly  do  deserve 
more  than  their  pound  a week.  The  lessees  make 
a fat  thing  of  the  fishing,  and  can  therefore  afford 
to  pay  their  men  well.  It  would  be  rare  fun  if, 
from  not  acceding  to  their  request,  they  cause  the 
men  to  come  out  on  strike.  Anglers  would  enjoy 
the  thing  immensely. 

Mr.  Keith  Knowles,  the  enterprising  proprietor 
of  the  Panmure  Arms  Hotel,  Edzell,  is  looking 
out  for  an  additional  stretch  of  salmon  angling 
water  on  the  North  Esk  for  autumn. 


The  philosophic  angler  is  at  it  when  he  says  : I 
am  commonly  content  to  find  a killing  fly  in  the 
one  that  induces  a fish  to  rise. 


I HE  AR  that  the  early  salmon  angling  on  Loch 
Naver  is  to  be  let  for  next  season,  from  Jan.  12  to 
May  15— one  boat,  two  rods.  The  rent  is  £40, 
and  Altnaharra  Hotel,  on  the  lochside,  is  an 
excellent  and  most  convenient  house  to  put  up  at. 
During  the  spring  season  this  year  only  from 
fifty  to  sixty  silmon  were  killed  on  Loch  Naver. 

“ But,”  writes  a correspondent,  “ the  angling 
north  here,  either  on  lochs  or  rivers,  was  not 
good  with  us  all  last  season,  through  the  dry 
weather,  which,  however,  suited  the  nets  exactly. 
Speedie  did  right  well.” 

The  Avork  of  stocking  hatcheries  with  salmon 
ova  is  proceeding  briskly  in  Scotland  at  the 
present  time.  To  speak  roughly  of  the  hatcheries 
as  a whole,  they  have  already  had  laid  in  them 
almost  two-thirds  of  the  full  complement  of  ova. 

The  Ballater  Hotel  fishery  of  the  Aberdeen 
shire  Dee,  which  is  by  far  the  most  productive 
hotel  spring  salmon  angling  stretch  of  water  in 
Scotland,  has  yielded  this  year  to  the  rods  between 
seven  hundred  and  eight  hundred  fish. 

Mr.  White,  of  the  Stanley  Hotel,  is,  I under- 
stand, to  have  the  angling  on  a grand  stretch  of 
the  Tay  for  next  year.  Mr.  Mann,  of  the  Hrand 
Hotel,  Aberdeen,  has  leased  to  sub-let  to  his 
guests  the  spring  salmon  angling  on  Sir  Robert 
Burnett’s  Crathes  Castle  water  of  the  Aberdeen- 
shire Dee.  Mr.  Knowles,  of  Edzell  Hotel,  is  to 
endeavour  to  get  more  salmon  angling  water  of 
the  NorthEskfor  the  autumn;  and  Mr.  Mackenzie, 
of  the  Roy  Bridge  Hotel,  is  trying  to  get  salmon 
and  grilse  angling  over  an  additional  stretch  of 
the  Roy  for  his  guests.  All  this  is  healthy  enter- 
prise. May  many  more  hoteliers  move  in  the 
same  way.  Lots  of  anglers  cannot  take  a long 
holiday  or  pay  much  for  fishing.  Therefore  it 
suits  them  to  go  to  hotels  in  connection  with 
which  they  can  get  sport  for  a short  time,  at 
a reasonable  figure.  

Next  year’s  salmon  rod  fishing  on  a lot  of  the 
Scottish  fisheries  will  commence  in  less  than 
two  months  hence.  Let  us  hope  that  it  will  be 
attended  with  marked  success.  Doubtless  already 
some  of  the  winter  running  fish  of  Loch  Tay  are 
into  the  Tay  making  their  way  up  to  the  loch. 
The  angling  of  last  winter  and  spring  on  Loch 
Tay  was  remarkably  good,  and  if  this  coming 
year  it  should  turn  out  as  well  anglers  will  have 
no  reasonable  ground  for  complaint. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Trout  Preservation 
Association  was  held  in  the  association’s  office. 
West  Regent-street,  Glasgow,  the  other  week, 
when  the  office  bearers  for  the  ensuing  year  were 
re-elected  and  the  committee  augmented.  The 
meeting  thereafter  appointed  the  watchers  during 
the  spawningtime,  and  pike-netters  in  the  spring, 
on  the  various  lochs  over  which  supervision  is 
taken.  A sugge.stion  was  made  that  the  opera- 
tions of  the  association  should  be  transferred 
irom  Loch  Lomond  to  Loch  Arve,  considering 


that  Loch  Lomond  for  some  years  has  not  yielded 
anglers  any  fair  return  in  the  way  of  sport,  the 
meeting  considered  that  it  would  be  well  for  the 
association  to  keep  in  touch  with  Loch  Lomond, 
seeing  that  the  Clyde  Trustees  had  obtained  a 
long  lease  of  the  salmon  fishings  in  the  (_lyde 
opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Leven  and  Gardross 
banks.  In  connection  with  a proposal  that  redds 
should  be  constructed  in  the  river  which  falls 
into  Glengyle  Bay,  Loch  Katrine,  for  the  purpose 
of  increasing  the  number  of  yellow  trout  in  the 
loch,  a committee  was  appointed  to  make  the 
necessary  investigation,  and  to  carry  out  the 
proposal  on  being  satisfied  that  the  consti  uction 
of  redds  would  prove  beneficial. 

On  the  upland  streams  of  Aberdeenshire, 
Kincardineshire,  and  Banffshire  the  black  fishing 
raids,  still  perpetuated,  have  been  going  on  since 
the  advent  of  the  long  dark  nights  of  dreary 
November.  The  glen  and  hill  men  like  to  have 
all  their  kipper  up  the  lum  and  smoked  before  the 
end  of  November.  On  the  nights  they  make 
their  raids  with  clip  and  cruisie  cudgels  and 
blackened  faces  the  watchers  know  that  its  nae 
mous  to  middle  with  them,  and,  so  reckoning 
discretion  the  better  part  of  valour,  they  wisely 
keep  inside  steekit  doors  or  otherwise  oot  o sicht. 

The  vear’s  rod  fishing  season  on  the  Annan 
closed  on  Wednesday  last.  Throughout  the  whole 
of  it  the  sport,  save  for  a few  days  now  and  again, 
was  poor  on  all  the  reaches.  Even  up  to  the  very 
end  the  stock  of  fish  was  much  below  the  usual. 
Those  caught  within  the  last  fortnight  were,  how- 
ever, nearly  all  large  fish,  averaging  not  less  than 
from  181b.  to  221b.  Of  flies,  the  turkey -wingers 
proved  the  most  attractive.  A good  few  fish  oi 
between  301b.  and  401b.  weight  were  landed,  ihe 
heaviest  fish  of  the  season,  a 50Hb.  capital  kipper, 
measured  4ft.  5in.  in  length,  and  2ft.  2ln.  in  girt  . 
Peter  Loudon,  a local  crack  hand,  had  the  honour 
of  hooking  and  “grassing  the  beauty,  which  he 
put  up  with  a BroAvn  Turkey  fly. 

A WILD  splore  finished  the  seison  cn  the  Don, 
when  one  of  the  salmon  bothies  was  broken  into, 
and  two  of  the  river  watchers  weie  fisted  and 
kicked  unmercifully.  

At  the  instance  of  the  Perth  District  Fishery 
Board,  the  superintendent  of  the  Tay  and  his  rneu 
have  for  some  time  past  been  engaged  netting  the 
Tay  for  salmon  from  which  to  take  ova  for 
hatchery  purposes.  Last  week,  at  Almond  i 

the  first  sweep  of  the  net  brought  out  140  and 
the  second  forty  fish. 


Not  before  time,  indeed  long  after  time,  the 
Tweed  got  into  real  good  flood  last  week.  As  a 
result  of  this,  better  sport  may  come  about. 
Hitherto  the  angling  has  been  p3(  r for  the  back- 
end and  the  river  as  a w hole,  although  for  some 
short  time  pretty  tolerable  sport  has  been  enjoyed 
on  several  of  the  beats.  From  now  only  a fort- 
night of  the  season  has  to  run,  and  all  anglers  are 
devoutly  hoping  that  the  sport  obtained  during  it 
will  be  so  good  as  to  redeem  the  season  from 
being  what  up  to  the  present  time  it  has  proved— 
largely  a failure  along  nearly  the  whole  otthe  riv®' 

A Dee  correspondent  writes;  “I innock  and 
sea-trout  in  the  lower  reaches,  for  a fortnight 
before  the  closing  of  the  rod  fishing,  have  been 
very  scarce— and  in  fact  not  one  good  basket  has 
been  caught  during  the  Avhole  season  one,  two, 
or  three  fish  being  the  usual  thing  in  a day,  and 
if  we  happened  to  get  half  a dozen  we  thought  we 
had  done  ‘ nae  that  bad.’  But  we  cannot  corn- 
olain,  for  the  rivers  and  smaller  streams  f 
iand  are  in  the  same  state  of  matters,  and  all  this 
is  mainly  due  to  the  great  drought  which  has  pre- 
vailed throughout  the  year,  making  the  water  in 
general  very  low  and  by  far  too  clear.  T here  w as  a 
very  poor  grilse  fishingthis  spring,  and  anglers  are 
beginning  to  fear  that  there  will  be  a scarcity  of 
safmon  for  the  coming  season,  but  my  Avite 
reminds  me  that  about  188G,  after  a very  bad 
grilse  fishing,  we  had  a magnificent  salmon  lish- 
ino-,  and  of  course  there  are  exceptions  to  all  rules. 
1 have  been  several  times  at  the  river,  but  have 
nob  been  fortunate  in  seeing  any  fish  ascend. 
The  sriawning  has  been  going  on  for  some  time, 
but  it  is  hard  to  say  AAdiether  there  will  bo  a 
good  hatch  out  or  not.  ’ 
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There  is  ;m  election  for  a vacancy  on  tlie 
Thames  Conservancy  Board,  in  respect  of  the 
Upper  Thames,  on  Dec.  7.  The  retiring  con- 
servator was  Mr.  Hedges,  of  Wallingford,  who 
W'as  not  a riparian  owner,  but  for  the  post  there 
are  two  riparian  candidates.  Captain  Loder 
.Symonds,  of  Hinton  Manor,  Earingdon,  above 
Oxford,  and  Mr.  Hewitt,  of  Maidenhead,  who  is 
the  agent  of  Mrs.  Annie  Smith,  of  fishery  case 
notoriety.  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  has  recently  been 
induced  to  stand,  though  it  is  probable  that  a 
large  number  of  voters  are  pledged  to  his  oppo- 
nents, who  have  been  working  for  some  months. 

T.\lktn(;  of  Maidenhead  and  Mrs.  Annie  Smith, 
reminds  me  that  James  Andrews,  the  fisherman 
who  was  the  defendant  in  that  notalilc  case,  is  in 
trouble  again.  He,  rather  foolishly,  has  been 
defying  Mrs.  Smith  and  fishing  without  her 
permission,  and  I now  hear  she  is  taking  pro- 
ceedings against  him  for  disobeying  the  injunc- 
tion which  she  obtained.  It  is  a great  pity  that 
Andrews  did  not  accept  the  inevitable  and 
abstain  from  fishing  in  that  part  of  the  Thames. 


When  are  we  going  to  have  any  winter  fishing? 
By  this  time  there  has  usually  been  a flocd  or  two 
in  south  country  streams.  They  have  had  some- 
thing of  the  kind  in  the  north,  I hear,  but  at  the 
time  of  writing,  the  Thames,  and  like  rivers, 
remain  quite  clear.  However,  the  heavy  fall  of 
rain  on  Tuesday  ought  to  freshen  up  the  water  a 
little,  and  bring  the  fish  on  the  fe(d  ; but  the 
earth  has  not  yet  filled  itself  with  moisture,  after 
the  long  drying  it  received  in  the  spring,  summer, 
and  autumn  of  this  extraordinarily  fine  year. 


These  calm,  quiet  nights  are  very  favourable 
for  lob  gathering.  Now  and  again  I tee  in  the 
papers  recipes  for  getting  worms,  such  as  pouring 
mustard  and  water,  or  like  noisome  mixtures, 
down  their  holes,  or  twisting  poles  in  the  ground 
to  imitate  the  boring  noise  or  vibration  made 
by  a mole.  But  there  is  no  plan  so  good  as  the 
old-fashioned  one  of  wandering  out  into  the 
chilly  night,  assisted  by  a lioy  holding  a lantern, 
and  catching  the  worms  as  they  lie  half  extended 
on  the  grass.  It  is  no  easy,  and  certainly  not  a 
clean,  matter,  this  lob  catching,  and  the  older  one 
gets,  the  stift'er  is  one’s  back  after  a couple  of 
hours  of  it.  Besides,  how  nice  it  is,  after  spending 
two  or  three  evenings  crawling  with  bent  back 
stealthily  along  garden  paths  and  over  grass 
]5lots,  and  having  with  great  care  and  secrecy 
bait<  d a swim,  to  rise  up  early  one  morning  to 
fish  it,  and  find  some  odious  interloper  working 
away  at  the  spot  you  have  so  carefully  baited. 


I ON(‘E  scored  off.  if  I may  use  a schoolboy 
term,  a professional  fisherman  who  was  given  to 
fishing  places  which  other  people  had  baited.  Hi 
quiet  swims  I usually  throw  worms  and  the  moss 
containing  them  overboard  without  any  clay. 
I mean  places  where  the  worms  quickly  sink  to 
the  bottom,  and  are  not  wa.shed  down  by  the 
stream.  I casually  let  Jones — let  us  call  him — 
know  that  I was  going  to  bait  up  a place,  and 
early  one  morning  set  out  with  a big  bag  full  of 
wet  moss.  The  water  was  not  much  coloured  at 
the  time,  and  to  catch  many  fish  with  worms  it 
was  necessary  to  ground-bait  heavily.  On  my 
way  to  the  river,  I saw  Jones  with  one  eye  peering 
over  the  top  of  the  little  red  blind  at  the  Angler’s 
Rest,  and  as  I rowed  up  stream  in  my  punt,  noticed 
him  skulking  behind  hedgerows.  I went  to  a well- 
known  swim,  and  after  making  a pretence  of 
seeing  if  anyone  was  about,  turned  in  a lot  of 
moss,  with  which  a few  small  stones  were  mixed, 
to  cause  it  to  sink.  Then  I went  to  another  part 
of  the  river  and  began  jack  fishing.  I kept  my 
eye  on  Jones  and  saw  him  go  home.  Then  row- 
ing some  twenty  yards  below  the  place  into  which 
T had  thrown  the  moss,  I put  in  some  worms  I 
had  brought  with  me. 


I HID  this  for  two  mornings,  and  the  third  day 
went  to  fish  the  swim  which  had  been  ])roperly 
baited.  Jones,  with  two  patrons,  as  he  called 
them,  had  his  punt  fixed  in  the  place  where  the 
moss  bad  been  thrown  in.  “Hullo,  Jones,”  said 
1,  “ that’s  the  place  1 have  been  baiting.”  “ Oh, 


have  you,”  said  he;  “but  it’s  a pity  to  disturb 
the  swim  now  by  moving,  ain’t  it,  sir  ? ” 
“ Yes,  it  is,”  said  I.  “ Of  course,  if  you 
had  known  I had  been  baiting  it  up,  you 
wouldn’t  have  come  here,  woidd  you  ? ” 
“ Lord  bless  me,  no,  not  for  the  world  ! ” said  the 
old  humbug.  (I  am  not  sure  whether  I was  not 
the  greater  humbug  of  the  two. ) “ I think  I will 

try  a few  yards  below  you,”  said  I to  Jones,  “a 
few  of  the  worms  may  have  been  washed  down 
there,  so  I may  get  a fish  or  two.”  I then  went 
to  the  swim  which  had  been  properly  baited  and 
Jones  and  his  patrons,  who  had  been  winking  at 
one  another,  and  who  evidently  knew  or  thought 
they  knew  all  about  it,  sat  in  the  punt  and 
watched  me  pull  out  fish  after  fish.  I don’t 
think  they  themselves  caught  anything. 

Templar. 


ANULTNCI  AT  GREAT  I’AXTON. 


By  Old  Hand. 

In  my  last  letter,  if  you  recollect,  I told  you 
that  a large  number  of  bream  had  entered  and 
literally  choked  up  the  dyke-like  entrance  to  a 
culvert  opposite  the  fine  bed  of  reeds  stretching 
for  some  distance  along  the  river  below  Wray 
House  Ferry.  They  entered  the  runnel  leading  to 
the  culvert  in  such  numbers  that,  finding  at  last 
it  was  quite  impossible  to  make  the  least  progress, 
they  simply  threw  themselves  on  their  sides  and 
fiapped  and  scudded  along  in  the  most  singular 
manner,  like  so  many  flounders  in  touch  with 
water,  and  in  this  peculiar  fashion  returned  to 
the  river.  Mr.  Ducker  was  an  eye-witness  to  this 
strange  performance,  so  there  can  be  no  mistake 
about  it.  To  resume.  Just  above  Mr.  Mac  krill’s 
pool,  described  in  my  last  letter,  and  extending  to 
the  first  horse-jump  on  the  right  bank,  is  Mr. 
Ducker’s  pool.  These  jumps  are  half  gates  and 
half  stiles,  the  upper  or  gate  jjortion  swinging 
above  the  actual  jump  or  stile  ]iortion,  and  should 
always  be  carefully  fastened  by  anglers,  as  cattle 
are  often  numerous  in  the  meadows.  This  pool 
is  another  splendid  reach  of  water,  from  lOft.  to 
16ft.  in  de])th,  celebrated  for  its  roach,  bream,  and 
pike,  and  where  Mr.  Ducker  says  many  of  his 
heavy  takes  of  bream  have  been  obtained. 

Although  there  can  be  no  question  that  when 
the  river  was  run  off  for  the  purpose  of  repairing 
Offord  Sluice,  it  might  in  certain  places  have 
been  waded  across  without  the  least  difficulty 
(Wray  House  Ferry  for  instance),  the  reports  that 
people  were  stealing  the  fish  by  hundreds,  and 
depleting  the  river,  were  false,  for  when  these 
reports  were  being  spread  abroad,  there  was  from 
12ft.  to  14ft.  of  water  in  this  very  pool,  and  it  is  a 
well-known  fact  that  a Mr.  Norton  caught  601b. 
of  splendid  bream  when  it  was  stated  that  the 
river  was  a mere  brook  that  one  could  jump  over. 
Brook  or  no  brook,  there  were  always  very  large 
pools  at  various  points  of  the  river,  sufficient  to 
harbour  an  immense  number  of  fish  in  perfect 
safety.  Three  years  auo  it  was  in  this  pool  that 
Mr.  Ducker  and  Mr.  Mackenzie,  of  London,  in  two 
days  caught  981b.  and  1281b.  of  bream,  on  fine 
roach  tackle,  using  a little  quill  float,  No.  9 hook, 
and  baiting  with  a small  brandling;  for  strange 
to  say,  these.bream  utterly  refused  to  look  at  large 
brandlings.  Amongst  a number  of  brandlings  one 
will  find  some  two  or  three  times  larger  than 
others,  and  both  gentlemen  repeatedly  tried  them, 
but  all  to  no  purpose,  and  yet,  when  bream  are 
well  on  the  feed  in  the  Ouse  they  will  often  take 
either  the  tails  or  heads  of  big  lob  worms. 
Personally,  I have  always  caught  my  best  bream 
with  a medium-sized  bait,  many  with  a couple  of 
“ cockspurs,”  or  even  the  tail  of  a maiden  lob  in  a 
discoloured  water.  The  only  conclusion  that  I 
can  come  to  is  that  there  ai'e  occasions  when 
certain  fish  detest  large  baits,  and  on  others  they 
prefer  them,  more  especially  when  they  can  take 
them  off  the  bottom.  Ledger  with  two  hooks. 

About  ten  years  ago,  I saw  an  angler  at  the 
Welsh  Harp  fishery  with  a splendid  show  of  bream 
(quite  a heap  of  them),  all  taken  with  large  lob- 
worms, and  he  said  small  worms  were  utterly 
useless.  He  had  between  301b.  and  401b.,  all 
taken  with  whole  lobs. 

For  this  reason  I often  think  it  is  a wise  plan 
to  use  worms  of  various  sizes  (also  baits)  before 
finally  leaving  the  swim.  1 believe  there  are 
occasions  when  even  pike  prefer  a small  to  a large 
fish.  For  instance,  the  year  before  last  at  Wimble- 


don lake,  a pike  weighing  61b.  took  a pellet  of 
paste,  and  was  caught  on  a roach  rod,  the 
airgler  fortunately  rrsing  a running  line.  I 
saw  this  fish.  Big  perch  again  will  sometimes 
take  a single  gentle.  Large  roach  sometimes 
prefer  a very  small  pellet  of  paste  to  a big  one. 
I may  just  mention  in  passing,  that  although 
many  Ouse  fishermen  say  it  is  very  little  use 
angling  for  bream  in  the  daytime,  Mr.  Ducker 
has  had  many  splendid  takes  of  bream  in  tbe 
daytime,  for  the  simple  reason  that  he  does  not 
angle  at  night.  He  seldom  keeps  any  record  of 
fish  caught,  but  on  July  21  last  year  he  caught 
801b.  of  bream  in  Ladd’s  pool,  four  of  which 
weighed  a little  over  201b.,  and  four  161b.,  and 
one  6|lb.  on  the  following  day.  On  July  12  he 
caught  281b.  of  bream;  July  17,  301b.;  Aug.  6, 
601b.  To  proceed.  All  along  the  row  of  aspens 
up  to  “perch  comer”  is  a beautiful  reach, 
about  a quarter  of  a mile  in  length.  Under  the 
shade  of  these  trees,  bream  decline  to  come,  and 
even  if  they  should  from  some  unaccountable 
reason  pay  it  a visit  they  do  not  stay  long, 
but  infinitely  prefer  the  beautiful,  broad,  open, 
untrammelled,  deep  reaches  to  be  found  in  this 
neighbourhood,  where  they  are,  for  the  most  part, 
taken  by  the  aid  of  a boat,  in  combination  with  care- 
ful baiting  and  extreme  quiet.  “ Perch  corner  ” 
is  situated  between  the  little  creek  by  the  aspens 
and  the  main  stream,  a delightful  spot ; and  so 
called  on  account  of  the  splendid  perch  that  have 
been  taken  in  this  celebrated  swim,  with  a fine 
eddy  or  back  flow  close  at  hand.  Prom  the  old 
straggling  willow  tree  (a  few  yards  from  the 
corner),  dipping  its  hoar  and  dank  leaves  in  the 
stream,  for  a considerable  distance  up  is  one  of 
the  finest  chub  swims,  it  being  the  favourite 
haunt  of  many  large  fish,  the  bank  being  washed 
away  by  floods,  and  they  cannot  very  well  be 
dislodged,  as  they  are  well  protected  by  a number 
of  fallen  trees,  which  lie  on  the  bottom,  and  have 
been  there  for  a number  of  years.  Between  High 
Bank  reach  and  Ladd’s  pool  is  another  beautiful 
stretch  of  water,  well  stocked  with  pike,  perch, 
roach,  and  bream ; and  there  are  some  excellent 
swims  in  this  portion  of  the  river  either  for  bank 
or  boat  fishing,  and  any  number  may  be  found 
between  the  first  horse-jump,  a few  yards  below 
tbe  little,  low,  round,  squat  oak  tree,  up  to  St. 
Neots  staunch  and  the  quaint  island  (literally 
covered  with  nettles)  near  it.  The  grand  old 
whitethorn  hedge  opposite  the  island  is  a splendid 
sight  about  the  end  of  April,  and  artists  come 
from  long  distances  to  visit  this  locality. 

Ladd’s  pool  is  a grand  reach  of  water,  contain- 
ing pike,  roach,  perch,  and  bream  ; begins  at  the 
third  horse-jump  up  stream  from  Wray  House 
Ferry,  and  extends  to  the  first  corner  nearly 
opposite  the  little  brook,  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  towina:  path,  which  divides  the  parishes  of  St. 
Neots  and  Great  Paxton,  and  ends  next  to  the  fine 
shallow  below  St.  Neots  staunch,  where  in  winter 
good  jack  are  often  taken.  From  the  island  at 
Wray  House  Ferry  thefisheryextendsdown  stream 
for  nearly  two  miles,  a charming  picturesque 
reach  of  the  river,  and  abounds  with  fish.  There 
are  any  number  of  bank  and  boat  swims,  and 
splendid  haunts  for  pike.  Permission  is  given  to 
all  comers  to  fish  in  t'm  two  fields  from  the  reeds, 
and  good  roach  and  bream  are  often  taken  in 
these  quiet,  secluded,  and  lonely  swims,  where  the 
waving  reeds  ever  sough  and  whisper. 

At  a spot  called  Bell  Ford,  where  the  action  of 
floods  and  the  weight  of  water  bearing  on  the 
east  or  towing  path  side  of  the  river  have 
washed  away  the  bank,  and  left  the  old  postsand 
piles  exposed,  is  a splendid  haunt  for  chub,  in 
which  they  seem  to  revel.  All  the  swims  and 
reaches  above  mentioned,  with  the  excep  Jon  of 
the  Offord  fishery  and  the  two  fields  previously 
named,  are  very  little  fished,  except  by  those 
anglers  staying  with  Mr.  Ducker,  and  grand 
sport  is  often  obtained  by  those  visitors  who  mean 
Imsiness,  and  who  do  not  mind  being  at  a little  ■ 
trouble. 

Baits — Roach- — The  best  summer  baits  for 
roach  are  creed  wheat  and  white  paste.  As 
a rule,  gentles  are  only  good  to  catch  small 
roach  and  bleak.  The  latter  fish  are  a perfect 
pest  to  one  when  using  gentles,  and  for  this 
reason  the  bait  should  be  made  to  sink  as  quickly 
as  possible.  Small  bream  will  also  take  creed 
wheat.  The  best  roach  are  mostly  taken 
ledgering  with  the  worm  in  a coloured  water. 

Chub. — Many  good  chub  are  taken  in  su>nraer 
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with  large  lied  and  Black  Palmers  with  plenty 
of  tinsel,  the  Zulu,  and  bee ; the  best  baits 
for  winter  fisbing  are  either  the  pith  from  the 
backbone  of  a sheep  or  bullock,  or  cheese-paste. 

Perch- — The  best  baits  for  porch  are  minnows 
and  small  gudgeon,  and  one  day  Mr.  Mackrill 
took  fifteen  brace  in  one  hole  paternostering  with 
the  minnow,  a style  of  fishing  in  which  he  greatly 
0xcg1s* 

Bream. — The  best  time  for  bream  fishing  is  from 
the  middle  of  June  to  the  end  of  September,  but 
the  month  par  efcceZ/ence  is  July.  The  very  best  all- 
round summer  bait  is  a small  brandling.  Very 
large  odd  bream  are  sometimes  taken  on  mild  daj  s 
all  through  the  winter  in  a coloured  water,  and  this 
remark  applies  more  especially  to  large  roach. 

General  remarlcs. — One  peculiarity  of  this  river 
is  that  a receding  water  is  by  far  the  best  for 
sport;  as  a proof,  Mr.  Ducker  has  frequently 
caught  roach  from  lib.  to  l^lb.  in  Mr.  Mack- 
rill’s  pool,  but  no  small  specimens ; on  the  other 
hand,  in  water  one  would  scarcely  think  fish 
could  see  a bait  in,  he  has  seldom  caught  anything 
but  small  roach.  In  a low,  clear,  bright  water  it 
is  a waste  of  time  to  use  anything  but  the  finest 
tackle  for  pike  downwards.  For  instance,  I 
never  had  a single  run  from  a jack  when  using  a 
gimp  trace  and  hook,  but  on  changing  the  gimp 
for  a gut  trace  and  single  gut  hook,  I managed 
to  circumvent  three  of  them.  (Jround-baitiog 
for  both  roach  and  bream,  nine  times  out  of 
ten,  is  an  absolute  necessity.  Oa  no  account 
should  anglers  go  to  the  Ouse  unless  they  know 
the  fish  they  are  after  are  on  the  feed.  Beware 
of  floods  and  thick  water. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen  patronising  Mr. 
Ducker  can  calculate  on  enjoying  all  the  com- 
forts of  a home,  re  board,  lodging,  &c  , as  well  as 
meeting  with  an  angler  of  great  and  varied  expe- 
rience ; of  meeting  with  an  angler  who  knows 
every  foot  of  the  water,  and  where  fish  are  most 
likely  to  be  caught ; who  is  never  so  delighted 
as  when  his  patrons  are  having  plenty  of 
sport,  and  who  spares  no  trouble  to  give  satisfac- 
tion to  his  customers. 

P.S. — Even  from  the  towing-path  permission 
must  be  obtained  to  angle  in  both  Lord  E. 
Gordon’s  and  Mr.  Ladd’s  fisheries. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  MOST  CELE- 
BRATED ANGLING  STATIONS  IN 
NORTH  AND  SOUTH  WALES. 

(Reprinted  from  George  Agar  Hansard  s 
“ Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing  in  Wales.”) 

(Continued  from  page  377.) 

The  Gm'Endraeth  Vawr  and  the  Gwendraetii 
Vach 

Have  their  source  in  a lake  on  the  Great  Moun- 
tain, and  fall  into  the  Bay  of  Carmarthen.— These 
rivers  also  abound  with  salmon,  sewin,  trout, 
eels,  &c. 

The  Principal  Fishing  Stations  are: 

Pont  ar  Ddlas,  or  the  bridge  open  tip  Dulas, 
about  ten  miles  from  Swansea.  This  river  pro- 
duces the  sewin  in  great  perfection  during  the 
summer  months,  when  they  ascend  in  shoals  from 
the  sea.  To  the  north  of  Pont  ar  Dulas  are  six 
or  seven  good  trout  streams  ; there  is  also  abund- 
ance of  game.  South  Wales  possesses  few  spots 
more  attractive  to  the  lover  of  field  sports. 

Abernant,  five  miles  from  Carmarthen,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Cowyn. 

Llan,  five  miles  and  a-half  from  Carmarthen, 
on  the  Gwendraeth  Vach  River. 

Llanarthney,  seven  miles  and  a-half  from 
Carmarthen,  on  the  Towy.  This  village  is  sur- 
rounded by  a profusion  of  the  richest  and  most 
picturesque  scenery.  Situated  on  the  south  bank 
of  the  Towy,  on  one  of  the  finest  reaches  of  that 
beautiful  river,  it  appears  to  be  entirely  inclosed 
by  lofty  hills.  The  distant  mountains  which  form 
one  side  of  the  vale  of  Cothy,  receding  to  the 
north,  open  a passage  for  that  stream  to  its  con- 
fluence with  the  Towy.  The  shattered  walls  of 
Dryslyn  Castle  crown  the  summit  of  an  isolated 
rocky  eminence,  which  rises  abruptly  out  of  the 
vale ; and  a little  further  westward  is  a larger 
eminence,  the  celebrated  Grongar  Hill.  Under 
the  shelter  of  a blackthorn,  still  remaining  on  its 
summit.  Dyer  is  said  to  have  composed  the  poem 
which  has  conferred  an  immortality  on  his  name. 


Lean lioiDV,  six  miles  and  a-half  from  St.  Clears, 
on  a tributary  of  the  Taf.  ^ 

Brechva,  eleven  miles  from  Carmarthen.  Two 
very  beautiful  brooks  unite  close  to  this  village, 
and  flow  towards  the  Cothy,  through  the  meadows 
opposite  the  only  public-house  there.  Higher 
up  in  the  mountains  is  another  little  river*, 
which  is  yery  full  of  small,  delicate  trout;  they 
rise  eagerly  at  any  of  the  lesser  artificial 

flies. t 

Llandowror,  tw'o  miles  from  St.  Clears,  be- 
tween the  Hirwaun  and  the  Taf,  both  of  which 
abound  with  fine  salmon  and  trout. 

Cayo,  eight  miles  from  Llandovery,  at  the  con- 
fluence of  the  Cothy  and  Twrch. — This  is  a very 
superior  angling  station,  both  rivers  being  full  of 
trout  and  salmon. 

Blaen  Swadde,  six  miles  and  a-half  from  Llan- 
gadock.  fl’he  name  signifies  the  “ head  of  the 
Swadde,”  which  pursues  its  course  through  the 
hamlet,  having  its  course  in  a beautiful  lake  on  a 
declivity  of  tbe  Black  Mountains,  near  tbe  confines 
of  Brecknockshire. — flood  angling. 

Derwydd,  three  miles  and  a-half  from  Llandilo 
Vawr,  on  the  Cynnen. 

Glyn,  twelve  miles  from  Carmarthen,  on  a 
branch  of  the  Gwendraeth  VMch. 

Glyn,  nine  miles  from  Llandilo  A'^awr,  on  the 
Cothy. — Good. 

IcoLD,six  miles  from  Carmarthen,  on  the  Towy. 
Here  is  a salmon  weir,  at  which  large  quantities 
of  fish  are  caught. 

Kil.ay,  seven  miles  from  Carmarthen,  on  the 
Gwendraeth  Vach.  ^ 

Llandebie,  five  miles  and  a-half  from  Car- 
marthen, on  the  River  Loughor. 

Mydrim,  eight  miles  from  f'armarthen,  at  the 
confluence  of  the  Avon  and  Dewi  Vawr. 

Con VI L,  six  miles  and  a-ha1f  from  Carmarthen, 
on  the  Bela  and  Gwilli. 

Llansadwrn,  three  miles  from  Llangadock,  on 
a small  river  tributary  to  the  Towy. 

Ll.vnyihangel  Arath,  twelve  miles  from  Car- 
marthen, on  the  Teivi. — A beautiful  angling 
station. 

Llangellen,  five  miles  from  Newcastle  Emlyn, 
on  the  Teivi. — Another  beautiful  station. 

Llanthoysaint,  six  miles  from  Ijlangadock. 
This  place  is  beautifully  situated  on  the  confines 
of  Brecknockshire,  from  which  it  is  separated  by 
a chain  of  bills  called  the  Black  Mountains,  that 
portion  of  which,  within  this  parish,  forms  the 
loftiest  elevation  in  the  county.  It  is  situated  on 
the  river  Swadde. 

Ll.yngathen,  eleven  miles  from  Carmarthen,  on 
the  Towy. 

Maescwdin  Inn,  three  miles  frcm  Llangattock, 
on  tbe  Towy. 

* While  fishing  this  stream,  in  the  summer  of  1828,  the 
author  experienced  a pleasing  instance  of  the  simplicity 
of  manners  and  genuine  hospitality  that  distinguishes 
the  peasantry  of  the  agricultural  districts  of  Wales.  In 
crossing  the  mountain,  at  the  foot  of  which  the  Brechva 
stream  murmurs  over  its  rocky  bed,  and  precipitates 
itself  in  a hundred  little  cascades  towards  its  junction 
with  the  Cothy,  he  was  espied  by  a farmer,  apparently 
engagGd  in  collecting  his  cattle,  that  had  strayed  over 
the  unbounded  right  of  pasture  attached  to  the  moun- 
tain farms.  The  temptation  of  examining  a stranger, 
obtaining  an  insight  into  his  pursuits,  destination,  &c., 
was  too  strong  to  be  resisted  in  a country  where  so  little 
occurs  to  interrupt  the  monotony  of  rustic  life,  and 
where  the  dress  and  appearance  of  an  Englishman  fur- 
nishes conversation  to  a whole  district  for  many  days. 
The  man  accordingly  quitted  his  occupation,  and,  with 
hasty  strides,  came  up,  just  as  we  had  cast  our  Hies  upon 
the  surface  of  a beautiful  little  pool,  the  basin  of  one  of 
those  tiny  cascades  just  mentioned.  The  first  throw  was 
successful— a brace  of  trouts,  yellow  as  gold,  and  spotted 
like  a leopard,  rose,  one  to  each  fly,  or  rather  sprang  out 
of  the  water  and  caught  them  ere  they  fell.  The  simple 
Welshman,  delighted  at  this  capture,  and  at  the  dexterity 
with  which  he  considered  it  was  effected,  left  his  cattle 
to  wander  ad  libitum,  and  solicited  permission  to  carry 
our  fishing  pannier  and  landing  net,  and,  in  fact, 
remained  until  evening,  by  which  time  the  former  con- 
tained an  excellent  dish  of  fish.  After  being  regaled  at 
his  farm  on  some  excellent  substantial  fare,  we  presented 
the  contents  of  the  basket  to  his  children,  and  continued 
our  route  to  Brechva,  with  difficulty  escaping  from  our 
host’s  pressing  invitation  to  pass  the  night  and  the  next 
day  under  his  roof. 

f As  the  angler,  when  in  this  neighbourhood,  will  be 
compelled  to  sleep  at  Brechva,  he  will  do  well  to  sally 
forth  before  sunrise  the  following  morning,  and  fish  the 
Cothy  (which  runs  about  a quarter  of  a mile  from  his 
inn)  just  at  the  spot  where  these  united  streams  flow 
into  it.  He  cannot  fail  of  sport ; there  are  always  trout, 
and  salmon,  too,  on  the  feed  there.  As  he  passes 
through  the  meadows  he  will  see  the  former  in  the  pools 
of  the  brook,  a dozen  together. 


Cai'EL  I’lLiN,  eight  miles  from  Llandovery,  on 
the  Towy. 

Eggi.wysvair,  four  miles  from  Llarne,  on  the 


Taf. 


PuMSANT,  six  miles  S.E.  of  Lampeter,  on  the 
Cothy. — A good  angling  station. 


Lakes  of  Car.mar’ihenshire. 

In  a hollow  at  the  base  of  the  highest  pinnacle 
of  the  Black  Mountain,  called  the  Van  or  Beacon, 
is  Llyn  Van,a  fine  lake  of  beautifully  transparent 
water,  in  the  form  of  a parallelogram,  nearly  a 
mile  in  length,  and  about  nitiety-six  feet  in  depth. 
The  sombre  aspect  of  the  dark  red  precipitous 
rocks  that  form  the  eastern  boundary  of  this 
extensive  sheet  of  wafer,  and  the  general  air  of 
sterility  which  characterises  all  the  surrounding 
objects,  are  finely  contrasted  with  the  high  state 
of  cultivation  which  embellishes  the  lower 
grounds  of  its  vicinity.  Though  the  situation  is 
so  elevated  that  the  snow  remains  unmelted  upon 
the  shore  for  the  greater  portion  of  the  year,  this 
lake  abounds  with  trout  and  eels  of  superior 
quality.  When  a strong  breeze  rutiles  the  surface 
of  the  Llyn  Van,  tbe  rise  of  the  fish  is  almost 
incredible,  and  can  be  compared  only  to  violent 
rain,  or  the  effect  that  would  be  produced  by  cast- 
ing handfuls  of  gravel  upon  its  surface.  We  once 
spent  an  entire  day  on  its  wild,  rocky  shores, 
and  were,  for  that  period  at  least,  perfectly 
satiated  with  sport.  The  trout  threw  themselves 
out  of  the  water  in  somersaults,  by  hundreds  at 
once,  and  the  effect  was  most  singular,  as  their 
golden  spotted  sides  flashed  and  glittered  in  the 
sunbeams  that  occasionally  broke  through  the 
gloom  which  overspread  the  atmosphere.  Fortu- 
nately for  the  lover  of  angling,  from  the  shallow, 
rocky  bottom  of  this  lake  near  the  shore,  it  is 
useless  to  attempt  dragging  with  a net ; while  its 
great  depth  towards  the  centre  would  render  any 
similar  method  of  fishing  equally  unprofitable, 
even  could  a boat  be  conveyed  to  the  lofty,  rugged 
mountain  hollow  in  which  it  is  situated,  ihe 
trout  are  therefore  propagated  in  immense  num- 
bers, undirainished  by  the  successful  devices 
adopted  for  their  destruction  in  waters  less  diffi- 
cult of  approach,  and  they  consequently,  for  the 
most  part,  die  of  old  age,  very  few  persons  being 
willing  to  encounter  the  toil  and  fatigue  of  the 
ascent.  In  the  grousing  season  a tent  is  gener- 
ally erected  on  the  shores  of  Llyn  Van,  and  the 
sportsmen  occasionally  vary  their  pursuits  by 
angling,  when  the  breeze  is  sufficiently  strong  for 
the  purpose.  In  stormy  weather  its  surface  is 
greatly  agitated,  and  the  fish  are  then  often 
thrown  ashore  in  considerable  numbers. + The 
best  road  to  ascend  the  Van  Mountain  is  either 
from  lilandovery,  in  Carmarthenshire,  or  from 
Devynnock,  near  Brecknock. 

(To  he  continued.) 


The  centenary  of  the  death  of  Madame  Roland 
is  called  vividly  to  mind  in  the  November  number 
of  Scribner’s  in  an  article  written  by  Ida  M. 
Tarbell,  who  has  made  for  a long  time  a special 
study  of  Madame  Roland’s  life,  and  has  had  access 
to  much  new  and  unpublished  material  through 
the  kind  offices  of  the  branch  of  the  Roland  family 
now  living  in  Paris.  Among  the  illustrations  are 
some  rare  portraits,  including  the  one  of  Madame 
Roland  approved  by  the  family  as  the  most 
authentic,  and  the  miniature  of  Buzot  which 
Madame  Roland  wore  during  her  imprisonment. 

X Mr.  St.  John,  in  his  recent  amusing  work,  entitled 
“ Egypt  and  Mohammed  Ali ; or.  Travels  in  the  Valley 
of  the  Nile,”  mentions  a similar  fact  in  reference  to  the 
waters  of  Lake  Mceris ; “When  we  had  reached  the 
heach,”  says  he,  “ both  sight  and  smell  were_  struck  by 
prodigious  numbers  of  dead  fish,  which,  having,  as  the 
natives  afterwards  informed  ns,  recently  perished 
through  cold,  had  been  driven  ashore  by  a tenipestuous 
north  wind-  The  Quantity  was  incredible  ; lining  ® 
shore  in  heaps  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  9-S  if  a 
multitude  of  fishermen  had  just  emptied  their  nets  there. 
They  were  exceedingly  varied  in  form  and  size,  some 
measuring  nearly  five  feet  in  length,  and  of  more  than 
proportionate  thickness  : and  of  these  many  hundreds 
lay  among  the  smaller  fry  upon  the  mud,  while  others 
were  scarcely  larger  than  a herring.  In  general,  the 
larger  were  closer  to  the  water ; the  smaller,  in  many 
instances,  having  been  carried  by  the  waves  twenty  or 
thirty  yards  inland.  The  stench  arising  from  so  great  a 
quantity  of  fish  putrefying  in  the  sun  was  almost  in- 
supportable, and  must  have  communicated  a pestilential 
quality  to  the  atmosphere.  As  far  as  we  proceeded— 
which  may  have  been,  perhaps,  two  miles— the  iiuantity 
of  fish  upon  the  beach  continued  undiminished.”— Vol.  ii. 
p.  210,  211. 
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IPcovindal  Botes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A meeting  of  the  committee  and  also  the  annual 
general  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Angling  Association 
was  held  at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield, 
Birmingham,  on  Saturday  evening  last,  Nov.  11.  The 
committee  meeting  wa,s  held  prior  to  the  general  meet- 
ing for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the 
applications  of  the  Walsall  and  Cape  Hill  Associations, 
who  wished  to  become  affiliated  with  the  Provincial 
Association.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  gave  in  a 
report  of  the  visit  made  to  the  Walsall  Association, 
which  went  to  show  that  the  Association  was  being  con- 
ducted in  a manner  satisfactory  to  himself,  and  he 
hoped  that  the  committee  would  accept  them,  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  general  Ijody  of  delegates.  The 
report  was  adopted,  and  the  application  recommended. 
The  application  of  the  Cape  Hill  Society  was  not  enter- 
tained, on  the  grounds  that  the  Society  was  too  close 
to  other  societies  already  affiliated.  The  committee 
adjourned  to  the  large  assembly  room  to  the  general 
meeting.  Mr.  T.  Coles,  of  Birmingham,  presided,  and 
Mr.  J.  W.  Cnndall,  of  Bristol,  occupied  the  vice-chair. 
The  meeting  was  a fully  representative  one,  as  delegates 
to  the  number  of  about  seventy  attended  from  the  follow- 
ing  associations : Bristol,  Gloucester,  Worcester, 

Kidderminster,  Wolverhampton,  West  Bromwich,  Mal- 
vern, Dudley,  Warrington,  Birmingham, and  Manchester. 
The  associations  not  repi'esented  were  Oxford,  Liverpool, 
and  Cardiff,  the  two  latter  associations  sending  letters 
of  apology.  After  the  roll  had  been  called,  the  president 
opened  the  meeting  by  welcoming  the  delegates,  and 
commented  upon  the  great  progress  the  Association  had 
made  during  the  six  years  that  it  had  been  in  existence, 
and  ot  the  great  future  that  lay  before  it  as  the  great 
pioneer  of  cheap  travelling  to  the  great  angling  com- 
munity in  the  provinces.  (Applause.)  The  minutes  of 
the  last  general  meeting,  held  Nov.  12,  1892,  were  con- 
firmed, when  the  minutes  of  the  committee  meeting, 
held  at  Kidderminster  on  April  29  last,  were  read  and 
discussed,  after  which  they  were  confirmed  as  read.  The 
minutes  of  the  committee  meeting,  held  at  Bristol  on 
J uly  22  last,  together  with  the  balance-sheet  and  auditors’ 
report  for  the  half  year  ending  June  30  last.  The 
balance-sheet  went  to  show  that  owing  to  the  heavy 
expenses  of  the  past  year  the  financial  position  was 
rather  low,  but  as  there  were  certain  items  of  expense 
that  would  not  occur  again  in  the  future  everything  else 
was  in  a satisfactory  condition.  The  balance-sheet 
showed  the  sum  of  about  ^617  10s.  to  be  placed  to  the 
credit  of  the  Association.  The  minutes  and  balance- 
sheet,  together  with  the  auditors’  report,  were  received 
and  adopted.  The  minutes  of  the  committee  meeting, 
held  prior  to  the  general  meeting,  were  next  read  and 
made  absolute,  after  which  the  election  of  officers  and 
committee  for  1894  were  proceeded  with,  the  result  being 
as  follows  ; President,  Mr.  T.  Coles,  Birmingham  ; vice- 
presidents,  Mr.  J.  W.  Cundall,  Bristol,  and  Mr.  R. 
Wingfield,  Worcester  ; treasurer,  Mr.  J.  W.  Cundall ; 
Mcretary,  Mr.  C.  White,  Birmingham  ; auditors,  Messrs. 
Dance  and  Allen,  Birmingham ; committee,  Messrs. 
Frost  (Bristol),  Hughes  (Birmingham),  Harris  (Cardiff), 
Hall  (Birmingham),  Luker  (Gloucester),  Wright  (Kidder- 
minster), Attwood  (Birmingham),  Miller  (Birmingham), 
Glover  (Worcester),  Dance  (Birmingham),  Bird  (West 
Bromwich),  and  Holding  (Birmingham).  After  the 
election  of  officers  had  been  disposed  of,  Messrs.  Wing- 
field and  Coles  gave  a report  of  their  work  on  the 
Severn  Fishery  Board,  and  of  their  endeavours  to 
bring  the  river  Avon  under  the  board’s  control.  The 
report  was  in  every  way  satisfactory,  and  was 
adopted,  when  a resolution  was  passed  to  the  effect: 

That  steps  be  taken  by  the  representatives  of  the 
Provincial  Association  on  the  Severn  Fishej'y  Board 
to  improve  the  coarse  fishing  in  the  river  and  its  tribu- 
taries, and  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  carry  out  the 
resolution,  as  the  coarse  fishermen,  from  the  large 
amount  of  money  they  contributed  to  the  revenue  ot 
the  Board,  were  entitled  to  some  consideration.”  Votes 
thanks  to  the  president,  vice-presidents,  and  the 
Birmingham  Association,  for  the  hearty  manner  in 
which  they  had  entertained  the  delegates  from  a dis- 
tance, were  passed  and  replied  to,  after  which  the  meet- 
ing closed. 

On  Thursday  evening  last,  Nov.  9,  a special  general 
meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling  Association  was 
held  at  the  headquarters  for  the  purpose  of  electing  the 
chief  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  of  1894.  Mr.  T.  Coles 
p^sided,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Dance  occupied  the  vice-chair. 
The  president,  in  opening  the  meeting,  pointed  out  to  the 
delegates  the  necessity  of  the  meeting,  as  the  printing 
of  the  travelling  cards  for  1894  could  not  be  proceeded 
with  until  the  chief  officers  were  elected,  as  their  names 
had  to  be  printed  on  the  cards.  He,  the  speaker,  gave 
a short  resume  of  the  past  work  of  the  Association,  of 
which  he  said  all  ought  to  be  proud  of.  The  election  of 
officers  was  then  proceeded  with,  when  Mr.  T.  Coles  was 
again  elected  without  opposition  to  the  office  of  presi- 
dent. The  election  of  the  three  vice-presidents  brought 
forward  six  nominations,  but  upon  the  vote  being  taken 
Messrs.  Dance,  Miller  and  Hughes  were  elected.  Mr. 
A.  G.  Hall  was  re-elected  as  treasurer,  and  Mr.  C.  White 
was  again  elected  without  opposition  as  secretary. 

The  election  of  the  working  committee  will  take  place 
on  the  second  Thursday  in  January  next. 

The  pimping  contest  between  Messrs.  Smith  and  Sabin 
resulted  in  an  easy  victory  for  Smith,  and  I question  if 
a greater  expert  at  bait  catching  could  be  found  in  the 
kingdom.  I remember  him  some  two  years  ago  fishing 
a contest,  when  Mr.  A.  Goode  acted  as  refewe,  when  he 


took  forty-five  roach  under  the  hour.  By  his  victory 
over  Sabin  he  has  fairly  demonstrated  his  title  of 
champion  canal  pimper  in  the  Midlands.  His  friends 
inform  me  that  he  is  open  to  fish  anyone  in  a canal, 
roach  to  count. 

Pike  fishing  has  been  very  fair  in  the  Eckington  and 
Pershore  portions  of  the  Avon,  a good  few  anglers  have 
been  out  in  these  districts,  some  of  whom  have  had 
decent  sport.  Two  members  of  the  Pershore  Angling 
Society  caught  twelve  pike  in  two  days  ; the  fish  ran 
rather  small,  nothing  over  61b.  being  taken.  Another 
member  of  the  Pershore  caught  three  pike  with  one  run 
— not  so  bad  this  for  Pershore. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

It  is  many  years  since  anglers  were  favoured  with 
such  a fine  season  for  trolling.  On  Saturday  and  the 
early  days  of  the  present  week  the  weather  was  remark- 
ably fine,  and,  with  the  fen  waters  in  excellent  condi- 
tion, anglers  have  made  the  most  of  these  advantages. 
Pike  fishing  has  been  the  order  of  the  week,  though,  in 
some  instances,  bottom  fishermen,  encouraged  by  the 
milder  atmosphere,  have  resumed  operations,  and  several 
good  bags  of  roach  and  perch  have  been  made.  One 
sportsman,  on  Tuesday,  landed  221b.,  and  others  have 
accounted  for  161b.,  131b.,  and  91b.,  mostly  taken  with 
the  worm  and  maggot.  The  river  reports  all  show  that 
pike  fishermen  have  met  with  exceptional  sport,  the 
Witham,  especially,  having  yielded  some  heavy  fish — 
one  gentleman,  in  a week,  getting  as  much  as  861b., 
made  up  of  about  sixteen  fish.  The  Forty-foot,  Welland, 
Glen,  and  the  drains  in  the  Spalding  district  have  all 
been  extensively  patronised,  and  sportsmen  admit  that, 
so  far,  the  pikeing  season  has  been  one  of  the  best 
experienced  for  many  years. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

In  a hurried  retrospect  of  the  season  just  closed  there 
is  little  on  which  the  mind  can  dwell  with  pleasure. 
Recollections  of  1893  will  only  recall  periods  of  hope 
and  anticipations  never  realised ; indeed,  the  past  has 
been  a year  of  drought  and  disappointment,  speaking 
generally.  The  exceptions  to  the  rule  were  so  few  that 
they  can  scarce  be  recalled.  After  a dry  winter  and 
early  spring,  we  had  some  heavy  rain?  about  the  middle 
of  February  ; rivers  ran  bank  full,  and,  judging  from 
reports  to  hand  at  that  time,  a successful  season  was 
looked  forward  to.  Trout  were  said  to  be  numerous  in 
most  streams,  and  in  fairly  good  condition.  The 
beginningof  March  found  us  enveloped  in  snow,  followed 
by  sharp  frosts,  as  much  as  15‘’  being  registered  on 
the  first  day  of  the  month.  Following  this  came  a rapid 
thaw  and  a downpour,  and  anglers  got  their  first  chance 
in  worm  waters.  This  was  the  best,  in  fact  nearly  the 
only  good  week  of  the  season.  Days  cold  as  December, 
giving  place  to  others  of  summer  heat,  was  the  initial 
sentence  in  our  report  on  March  25,  and  on  April  1 it  is 
stated  that  “brilliant  sunny  weather  continues.”  In 
fact,  we  had  entered  thus  early  on  the  dry  summer  ; 
more  rain  certainly  did  fall  at  intervals,  but  the  drying 
up  of  watercourses  may  be  dated  from  this  time.  Owing, 
probably,  to  the  extreme  heat,  winged  life  was  abundant, 
affording  unlimited  “ feed  ” to  fish  throughout  the  year, 
and  whenever  a few  trout  were  taken  they  were  found  to  be 
in  excellent  condition.  We  saw  one,  taken  from  the  River 
Sprint,  which  came  as  a revelation.  We  had  the  pleasure 
of  examining  this  individual,  and  found  its  weight  to  be 
exactly  31b.,  with  a length  from  snout  to  fork  of  tail  of 
19in. — not  a bad  specimen  of  brook  trout.  Lake  fishers — 
excepting  those  for  char — have  had  little  to  complain  of  ; 
thousands  of  perch  were  taken  during  the  hot  weather 
from  Windermere  and  other  lakes,  and  afforded  sport  of 
its  kind  to  visitors  and  natives.  The  char  season  has 
been  wretched,  so  far  as  the  plumb-line  fishers  are  con- 
cerned, but  a few  good  hauls  were  made  by  the  licensed 
netters.  Sea  fish  were  reported  plentiful  in  the  estuaries, 
but  the  run  upward  was  late,  and  not  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  give  much  sport.  A few  good  specimens, 
however,  were  secured.  During  the  summer  some  bad 
cases  of  poisoning  occurred,  and  what  with  the  heat, 
pollution,  groping,  and  other  methods  of  poaching, 
many  more  fish  have  been  destroyed  than  in  a really 
good  angling  season. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  first  general  meeting  of  the  Beswick  and  District 
Angling  Society  for  the  election  of  a new  executive  was 
well  attended,  and  the  following  is  the  official  list : 
President,  Mr.  N.  Hobson,  sen.  ; chairman,  Mr.  J. 
Crossley,  sen.  ; treasurer,  Mr.  J.  McDermott.  Com- 
mittee: Messrs.  J.  McDermott,  N.  Hobson,  jun.,  J. 
Collinge,  J.  Crossley,  jun.,  E.  Parker,  G.  Buckley,  and 
J.  Rostron.  Although  a young  society,  it  is  making 
rapid  progress,  and  bids  fair  to  soon  hold  an  honour- 
able place  amongst  the  Manchester  clubs.  The  audit  of 
accounts  of  the  Manchester  District  Association  was 
as  usual  a very  easy  task,  owing  to  the  methodical 
manner  in  which  the  veteran  treasurer,  Mr.  John 
Peacock,  keeps  his  books.  The  Association  could 
ill  afford  to  lose  Mr.  Peicock,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  he  will  hold  his  office  for  many  years  to 
come.  The  match  arranged  for  odds  and  evens  by  the 
Hulme  Crown  Angling  Society  on  the  11th,  resulted  in 
the  odds  jiroving  victorious  by  a small  majority.  It  is 
to  be  regretted  that  this  the  first  visit  to  the  Worsley 
Canal  of  this  club  should  have  yielded  such  a poor 
return,  for  the  members  have  loyally  supported  the 
venture. 

The  Stalybridge  Amalgamated  Anglers’  Association 
are  still  on  the  war  path.  At  a meeting  on  the  13th, 
plans  were  submitted  for  a fish  hatchery,  and  the  same 


are  to  be  proceeded  with  at  once.  In  addition  to  this, 
the  Association  has  purchased  500  king  carp,  300  bream, 
and  200  perch  for  the  reservoirs  under  their  control ; the 
latter  two  kinds  will  be  mature  fish,  if  possible.  The 
first  of  what  it  is  hoped  will  prove  a series  of  smoking 
concerts  is  arranged  for  Dec.  6,  and  will  be  held  at  the 
Falstaff  Hotel,  Market-place,  Manchester,  by  the  kind 
permission  of  Mr.  Cleminson.  It  is  to  be  hoprd  that 
every  resident  angler  in  the  district  will  do  his  best  to 
be  present,  and  make  this  social  element  of  angling  a 
gigantic  success.  Club  life  is  very  quiet  just  at  present, 
but  only  a few  weeks  will  elapse  before  dinners  and 
annual  meetings  will  be  in  full  swing.  Visitors  to 
Poynton  Pool  will  find  that  their  comfort  is  much 
enhanced  by  the  recent  pruning  of  the  trees  and  shrubs 
that  surround  the  pool.  Some  good  roach  and  pike 
have  been  taken  from  these  waters  within  the  past  few 
days.  The  Hollinwood  Anglers  have  just  held  their 
annual  dinner  at  headquarters.  Mr.  Fielding  was 
in  charge  of  about  forty  guests.  Several  of  the  leading 
clubs  in  Bolton,  amongst  others  the  Old  No.  1 and  the 
Convivials,  have  also  had  their  aunual  socials,  and  all 
have  been  great  successes.  Pike  fishing  is  about  all  the 
sport  receiving  patronage  just  now,  and  the  limited 
number  of  waters  available  is  so  much  against  obtaining 
a day’s  fishing  that  reports  are  very  meagre.  One  pike 
of  61b.  is  reported,  but  of  all  other  reports  it  can  truly 
be  said  that  the  fish  taken  were  simply  jack,  and  of  a 
wretched  size.  Roach  are  not  yet  off  their  vegetable 
feed,  and  the  best  catches  have  been  obtained  with 
paste.  

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Very  few  anglers  have  been  out  since  my  last  notes 
were  penned,  although  the  weather  has  been  so  fine,  and 
the  waters  are  in  such  perfect  order  for  pike  fishing.  A 
few  fish  of  small  size  have  been  taken  on  the  Yare  and 
Rockland  Broad.  On  Wroxham  Broad  some  very  good 
fish  have  been  taken.  On  the  12th  inst.  Messrs.  J. 
Simpson  and  S.  Ireland  took  one  16Jlb.  and  one  61b., 
besides  a lot  of  small  fish ; and  on  Monday,  Ireland 
caught  a 12Jlb.  and  a 61b.  fish  (amongst  others)  on  the 
same  water,  which  is  open  to  anglers  ac  the  rate  of  half- 
a-crown  a day  per  boat,  payable  to  Mr.  J.  Ellis,  who 
collects  the  fees  on  the  broad. 

On  Barton  Broad  a few  small  fish  have  been  taken, 
but  nothing  of  any  size,  the  weather  having  been  too 
calm  for  big  fish  to  be  on  the  move. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

My  introduction  this  week  is  really  a repetition  of  my 
last  batch  ot  notes.  The  Trent  has  undergone  no 
change,  excepting,  perhaps,  that  the  river  is  a few 
inches  lower,  and  that  both  pike  and  chub  anglers 
continue  to  go  out  in  strong  force.  Bottom  fishing  with 
either  worm  or  maggot  has  grown  monotonous,  for  the 
reason  that  the  fish  in  our  district  will  scarcely  look  at 
either  kind  of  bait.  Chubbing  is  extremely  popular, 
and  several  very  good  catches  have  been  effected  in  the 
reaches  above  the  town. 

At  Shardlow,  on  Friday,  Mr.  E.  Peat  killed  six  hand- 
some fish  with  greaves,  and  on  Tuesday  the  same 
gentleman  took  nine,  the  heaviest  turning  the  beam  at 
31b.  foz.  — this  was  weighed-in  at  the  Wellington 
Society’s  hotel.  On  Wednesday  Mr.  S.  Poyson,  of  the 
Bowling  Green,  was  busy  amongst  the  same  species,  and 
takes  above  the  average  have  been  obtained  by  other 
patrons  of  the  fishery. 

A few  choice  pike  have  also  been  bagged,  mainly  by 
the  spinning  baits.  On  Monday  Mr.  J.  Sylvester  killed 
six  of  about  as  many  pounds  each,  and  on  the  following 
day  Mr.  J.  Taylor  caught  a brace  of  91b.  with  the  live 
bait.  The  weeds  are  still  troublesome  for  trolling. 

At  King’s  Mills  Mr.  T.  Wood,  the  lessee,  has  taken, 
with  a friend  (Mr.  G.  Waterall),  eight  handsome  pike  of 
481b.,  the  best  going  81b.,  and  on  Saturday  Mr.  A. 
Fewkes  landed  three  or  four  in  the  backwater  at  the 
foot  of  Weston  Plaister  Wharf.  Stray  specimens  have 
been  secured  with  the  “ spinner  ” in  other  portions  of 
the  fishery,  which  has  been  terribly  neglected  by  the 
bottom  fishermen.  They  are,  however,  convinced  that 
no  good  will  be  done  until  the  river  has  undergone  a 
substantial  change. 

Mr.  J.  Taylor  has  been  killing  chub  in  the  Wilford 
length,  and  on  Monday  I gave  the  Barton  water  a trial. 
I may  say  that  since  Sept.  4 I have  caught,  on  various 
parts  of  the  Trent,  no  fewer  than  eighty-four  fish  (chub). 
Never  has  the  Trent  remained  for  so  long  a time  in 
better  condition  for  followers  of  this  most  delightful 
and  exciting  branch  of  anglii^. 

Mr.  W.  Parr  has  been  enjojing  sport  amongst  chub 
and  pike  in  his  fishery  at  Colwick,  and  a few  lots  of 
large  chub  have  been  secured  on  the  island  at  Holme 
Pierrepont. 

There  is  not  much  doing  on  any  of  the  lower  reaches. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  All-England  sweepstakes  which  I announced  last 
week  was  to  come  off  last  Monday  at  Brigg,  and  which 
was  got  up  by  Mr.  Marsden,  of  the  Old  English  Sampson, 
Duke-street,  did  not  come  off.  There  are  several  reasons 
for  this.  In  the  first  place  it  is  now  too  far  advanced 
into  the  winter  to  think  of  sitting  several  hours  by  the 
water  side  in  an  angling  competition.  In  the  second 
place  the  entrance  fee  of  10s.  was  much  too  high  ; and 
in  the  third  place  the  depression  in  trade  has  caused 
most  people  to  think  twice  before  spending  10s.,  or  any- 
thing like  it,  on  a day’s  amusement  without  any  profit  at 
the  end  of  it.  I am  not  surprised  the  fixture  had  to  be 
declared  off.  What  I am  surprised  at  is  that  it  should 
ever  have  been  arranged,  and  that  there  should  have 
been  even  a soall  number  willing  to  plank  down  half  a 
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sovereign  each  to  eiuloavour  to  ensure  it  a success  which 
was  never  possible  of  attainment. 

I never  remember  a week  during  the  fishing  season 
when  captures  were  so  few  in  number  and  so  small  in 
weight  as  they  were  last  week.  Cold  weather  is  tiie 
best  limit  to  tho  fishing  season  one  coiild  have.  It 
operates  far  more  successfully  than  legislative  laws. 
There  are  few  people  around  here  now,  beyond  the 
professional  and  the  paid  amateur,  who  will  face 
November’s  chilling  blasts  at  the  water  side. 

Many  Sheffielders  who  have  fished  tho  beautiful 
Lathki’ll,  undoubtedly  the  best  trout  stream  in  northern 
Derbyshire,  will  be  amazed  to  read  of  the  iiractical  dis- 
appearance of  the  river.  Several  weeks  ago,  when  I 
was  last  in  the  district,  I noticed  the  small  volunie  of 
water  contained  within  the  banks,  and  attributed  it  to 
the  drought.  So  far  from  the  waters  increasing,  they 
have  diminished,  until  now  there  is  scarcely  any  at 
all  from  commencement  to  finish,  the  river  bed 
being  visible  in  every  direction.  The  trout  have 
been  removed  for  safety  into  other  waters.  It  is 
thought  that  the  disappearance  of  the  river  is  due  to 
the  watershaving  found  an  inlet  into  an  old  and  disused 
lead  mine,  of  which  there  are  several  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. Whatever  the  cause,  the  fact  remains  that  the 
river  has  gone,  and  unless  it  reappears  before  next 
trout  season  its  loss  will  be  keenly  felt  by  the  angling 
community.  The  riparian  owner  is  the  Duke  of  Rutland, 
whose  son,  the  Mar(iuis  of  Granby,  is  one  of  the  most 
accomplished  fly-fishers  in  Derbyshire. 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  members  of  the  Ironbridge  Severn  Angling  Asso- 
ciation— a popular  and  successful  institution — brought 
its  season’s  work  and  pleasure  to  a close  on  Monday  by 
an  interesting  meeting  at  the  clubhouse.  There  was  a 
large  gathering  of  members,  and  the  most  interesting 
part  of  the  evening’s  proceedings  was  the  distribution  for 
the  best  aggregate  of  takes  at  the  various  outings,  and 
for  the  best  captures  made  of  any  two  notified  days 
during  August  and  September.  These  competitions 
have  proved  most  attractive,  and  have  had  the  good 
result  of  keeping  the  members  together  and  pro- 
moting that  good  fellowship  which  is  the  main- 
stay of  such  societies.  So  far  as  sport  itself  is  con- 
cerned, the  season  has  been  by  no  means  a brilliant 
one,  for  owing  to  the  intense  heat  of  the  summer  the 
streams  have  seldom  reached  their  normal  level  and  . 
condition,  and,  in  fact,  at  times  angling  has  not  been  a 
pleasant  pastime  on  account  of  decaying  weeds  and  in 
some  places,  noisome  pollution.  Still,  unanimity  and 
cordiality  among  the  members  have  been  conducive  to 
their  general  enjoyment,  and  except  for  the  sad  gloom 
which  was  thrown  over  the  society  by  the  lamented 
death  of  its  master-hand,  Mr.  Lister,  the  season  may 
be  looked  back  upon  as  a pleasant  and  profitable  one. 

The  prizes  won  during  the  year  fell  to  the  lot  of  the 
following  anglers : First,  Messrs.  F.  G.  Beddowes ; 
second,  B.  Hughes  ; third,  J.  Norry  ; fourth,  W.  Wag- 
horn  ; fifth,  E.  Jones;  sixth,  W.  Wilson;  seventh,  J. 
Toddington  ; eighth,  E.  Jarrett ; ninth,  A.  Nicholas  ; 
tenth,  E.  H.  Hughes ; eleventh,  J.  Lanford  ; twelfth, 
J.  Edwards  ; thirteenth,  A.  Alfred  ; fourteenth,  T.  W. 
Cullis  ; fifteenth,  H.  Alfred;  sixteenth,  W.  Nicholas; 
seventeenth,  W.  Bennett ; eighteenth,  [E.  Ketley ; 
nineteenth,  F.  Alfred.  

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  in  this  district  has  been  fairly  good  all  round 
this  week.  The  water  is  in  capital  order,  the  cold 
nights  and  fine  days  have  made  the  grayling  go  capitally  ; 
the  fly  fisherman  and  the  bottom  fisher  both  have  done 
well,  and  some  capital  baskets  of  grayling  and  dace  have 
been  taken.  Red  Tag,  Green  Insect,  and  the  Willow 
the  best  killing  flies,  but  the  heaviest  takes  have  been 
had  with  the  maggot— this  applies  to  the  Teme.  Fair 
takes  of  chub  have  been  had  in  the  Severn  with  pith  and 
brains,  and  a nice  lot  of  roach  with  red  worm,  paste,  and 
the  maggot ; and  the  pike  have  been  running  well.  Among 
the  roach  and  pike,  the  Avon,  at  Defford  and  Ecklington, 
have  given  the  best  sport ; one  Redditch  angler  took 
eleven  pike,  several  others  three  and  four  each,  while 
several  have  taken  41b.  to  61b.  of  roach  with  stewed 
wheat  or  paste,  and  one  angler  (Webb)  had  a creel  full, 
and  two  or  three  jack  besides.  The  Avon  and  Teme  are 
full  of  fish,  and  anglers  should  make  the  best  of  the 
present  favourable  weather,  as  good  sport  may  be  relied 
upon ; but  in  the  Severn  the  case  is  different,  and  tho 
general  opinion  expressed  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Provincial  Angling  Association  at  Birmingham,  on  Satur- 
day last,  was  that  it  is  imperative  that  the  Severn 
Fishery  Board  take  some  steps  to  protect  the  coarse 
fish  in  the  Severn,  or  otherwise  they  will  find  their 
revenue  from  the  sale  of  licences  will  be  greatly  reduced. 


FROM  IRELAND. 

DUBLIN. — The  water  famine,  consequent  on  the 
failure  of  the  great  Vartry  Reservoirs,  which  cover 
hundreds  of  acres  among  the  Wicklow  Mountains,  and 
supply  the  city  of  Dublin,  has  been  attended  with 
disaster  and  destruction  to  the  fish  in  those  huge  ponds. 
Cartloads  of  dead  and  living  trout,  and  other  fish,  have 
been  taken  within  the  last  week  from  the  dried-up 
portions  of  the  beds,  and  it  is  estimated  that  thousands 
of  them  have  perished.  In  the  mud,  eels,  perch,  pike, 
trout,  and  other  fish  are  to  be  had  alive  for  tho  pickitig 
up — so  that  what  seems  to  be  a famine  on  one  hand,  will 
be  a feast  on  the  other. 

Matters  are  beginning  to  look  very  serious  as  regards 
the  water  supply  in  the  rivers  of  tho  counties  Dublin 
and  Wicklow,  which  will  intertere  so  much  with  spawn- 
ing operations,  and,  it  is  feared,  will  have  a crushing  elfect 
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on  next  season’s  produce.  No  rain  worth  speaking  of 
has  fallen  in  these  districts  for  tho  past  nine  woaks. 

Tho  present  shooting  season  in  county  Wicklow  has 
been  about  tho  best  on  record.  Pheasants  on  the  Fitz- 
william  estate  have  been  in  abundance,  whilst  on  Lord 
Carysfort’s  preserves  at  Arklow  the  other  day  six  guns 
killed  over  1000  rabbits  in  a single  day. 

KERRY. — Tho  weather  for  tho  past  week  has  been 
very  favourable,  and  spawning  is  going  on  satisfactorily. 
All  accounts  agree  as  to  the  large  number  of  salmon  on 
the  principal  spawning  grounds,  and  if  matters  go  on  in 
this  manner  until  Christmas  the  spawning  season  will  be 
more  than  ordinarily  good.  A general  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Conservators  of  the  Killarney  district  took 
place  last  week,  when  some  important  business  was 
transacted.  The  sea  angling  has  been  very  good  during 
the  past  week,  especially  at  'Tralee  Bay,  Dingle  Bay. 
Valentia,  and  Darrynane.  The  fish  principally  taken 
were  pollack,  hake,  and  ling.  Large  numbers  of 
mackerel  continue  to  bo  taken  by  trammels  and  drift 
nets  at  Portmagee,  Rinneen,  Coonunna,  and  Ballybog. 
All  the  fish  taken  at  the  three  first-mentioned  stations 
has  been  sent  over  the  new  railway  from  Cahirciveen, 
en  routs  for  the  English  markets,  the  bulk  of  it  being 
consigned  to  Manchester. 


JACK’S  CHOICE. 

One  fall,  after  the  whalers  had  returned  from  Ithe 
Arctic,  and  their  crews  had  “ signed  clear,”  and  were 
spending  their  hard-earned  dollars  along  the  ‘‘barbary 
shore  ” in  San  Francisco,  a big  row  broke  out  one  night, 
with  the  result  that  several  ‘‘  nimrods  of  the  sea  ” were 
placed  hors  de  combat,  and  some  of  the  pimps  who 
started  the  fracas  got  seriously  injured,  one  of  them 
being  killed  in  the  scrimmage.  The  evidence,  while  not 
above  suspicion,  was  sufficient  to  convict  Jack  S.  for 
manslaughter,  and  consequently  he  was  sent  to'prison  to 
work  out  his  sentence  of  three  years.  When  taken 
before  the  warden,  Jack  was  told  that  he  would  have  to 
work,  but  that  it  was  thought  best  for  all  concerned 
that  prisoners  should  be  assigned  to  duties  with  which 
they  were  most  familiar.  ‘‘  So,  my  man,”  said  the 
warden,  “ you  can  choose  what  you  prefer  to  work  at, 
that  which  you  best  understand,  and  I will  have  yon 
assigned.” 

Jack  gave  a hitch  to  his  trousers,  rolled  his  quid  into 
his  starboard  cheek — that  filled  out  like  the  ,bow  of  a 
Dutch  galliot — and  squinting  out  of  his  weather  eye, 
replied  ; 

‘‘  Well,  your  honour,  put  me  in  as  boatheader.  I’ve 
sarved  ten  seasons  in  the  ice,  an’  can  hit  a spouter’s 
fur’s  any  man  living,  or  lift  a blanket  piece  in  a gale. 
Give  me  a fair  lay  an’  I’ll  do  as  much  to’ards  making  a 
good  v’y’ge  for  this  yer  craft  as  any  fellow  who  swings 
a hammock.” — American  Fishing  Gazette. 


THE  NEW  CROP. 

A Grecian  farmer  in  the  days  of  old 
(So  by  the  classic  LemprRre  we’re  told). 

Sowed  dragons’  teeth,  when  other  crop.s  did  fail. 

And  raised  a mighty  crop  of  men  in  mail. 

And — since  machines  were  in  those  days  unknown — 
These,  to  save  labour,  mowed  each  other  down. 

In  a like  manner,  in  these  later  days, 

When  nobody  can  rear  a crop  that  pays. 

With  Agriculture  ruined  by  Free  Trade, 

While  heavy  rates  and  taxes  must  be  paid  : 

Seeking  a remedy  for  all  these  ills, 

A British  farmer  sowed  his  field  with  pills. 

Watered  with  hair-oil  and  manured  with  soap  ; 

Then  waited  for  the  crop  ’twixt  fear  and  hope. 

Soon  a luxuriant  crop  the  soil  affords 
Of  blue  and  yellow,  green  and  orange,  boards. 

Each  bearing  on  its  face  some  legend  weird  ; — 

“ Brown’s  caustic  lotion  for  the  hair  and  beard  ; ” 

“ Use  Moonshine  Soap  (’tis  far  the  wisest  plan). 

It  makes  a woman  older  than  a man  ; ” 

‘‘Use  Aphrodite  Soap — no  need  to  scratch  ; ’ 

‘‘  April  and  June’s  is  far  the  safest  match — 

It  won’t  strike  on  the  box  or  anywhere  ; ” 

‘‘  Try  Jones’s  Oil  of  Vitriol  for  the  hair  ; ” 

“ Our  Parrot  Brand  is  of  all  soaps  the  king, 

We  guarantee  it  won’t  wash  anything;  ” 

“ A guinea  buys  a box  of  Oakham’s  Pills, 

A certain  remedy  for  all  our  ills. 

From  Asiatic  cholera  to  a boil ; ” 

“ If  you  are  gouty,  use  St.  Isaac’s  Oil.” 

Legends  like  these,  and  many  legends  more. 

Which  to  detail  would  only  be  a bore. 

The  wily  farmer  saw  his  fortune  made  ; 

His  bills— his  rates— his  taxes— all  were  paid. 

His  crop  henceforth  is  grown  on  every  hand, 

And  alters  all  the  aspect  of  the  land. 

On  all  our  highways  now  the  passer-by 
Notes  the  new  crop,  and  murmurs,  with  a sigh, 

‘‘  111  fares  the  land,  to  hastening  ills  a prey. 

Where  posters  flourish  and  where  crops  won’t  pay.” 
Sf.  James’s  Gazette. 


The  sun  has  space  enough  for  300,000  earth  globes. 

A MONSTER  pike,  weighing  by  estimate  1501b.,  in- 
habits a pool  of  tho  Conemaugh  River,  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  has  so  far  defied  the  efforts  of  fishermen  to  capture 
him. 

Captain  Becker  caught  a big  turtle  with  a gaff,  off 
Portsmouth.  It  measured  nine  feet  in  length,  w as  very 
thick,  and  would  carry  two  men  on  its  back  easily.  _ It 
was  purchased  by  one  of  the  crew,  who  is  now  exhibiting 
it  in  the  small  cities  and  towns  of  New  Hampshire. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

F.  Taylor.— The  fish  you  sent  for  inspection  looksas 
though  it  were  a cross  between  a dace  and  a chub. 

One  Who  Wants  to  Know.— Will  answer  you  in 
our  next. 


[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents 
“ One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi- 
ment."—T!.  E.  Pritt. 

LARGE  CATCH  OF  PIKE  BY  DONCASTER 
GENTLEMEN. 

Sir,— I have  read  the  above  report  in  last  week’s 
Fishing  Gazette,  as  furnished  you  by  our  mutual  friend, 
Mr.  James  Callaghan,  and  which  reached  him  in  the  form 
of  a “newspaper  cutting,”  from  a Doncaster  or  some 
other  provincial  paper.  The  capture  of  1.50  pike  in  a 
week’s  fishing  on  Lough  Sheelin,co.  Westmeath,  by  two 
anglers,  is  a good  record — the  fish  were  of  good  size,  and 
the  31-pounder  a very  fine  specimen — and  although  the 
writer  of  the  report  says,  “We  may  mention  that  Mr. 
A.  N.  Smith,  of  Doncaster,  has  in  his  possession 
probably  the  largest  collection  of  pike  of  any  single 
individual  in  the  country,  one  being  311b.,  one  281b.,  one 
221b.,  one  211b.,  one  161b.,  and  one  141b.,”  yet  I may, 
perhaps,  with  that  modesty  you  know  I possess,  be 
allowed  to  furnish  you  with  a list  (and  the  dates)  of  the 
pike  caught  by  myself,  within  comparatively  short 
distances  of  London,  and  which  fish  I exhibited  at  the  1883 
International  Fisheries  and  the  subsequent  exhibitions, 
most  of  which  specimens  are  included  in  my  collection 
of  pike  and  other  fish  at  the  present  time  ; 

1876.  January  2,  one  pike,  ‘201b.* 

1877.  January  5,  one  pike,  211b. 

1877.  January  21,  one  pike,  361b. 

1878.  January  3,  one  pike,  20Jlb. 

1879.  November  4,  one  pike,  37lb. 

1880.  February  4,  one  pike,  231b. 

1880.  February  23,  one  pike,  221b.* 

1880.  February  28,  one  pike,  181b.* 

1832.  February  25,  one  pike,  311b. 

1883.  January  6,  one  pike,  211b.* 

1883.  January  6,  one  pike,  17Jlb.* 

1883.  January  6.  one  pike,  151b.* 

1881.  .lanuary  23,  one  pike,  231b. 

1884.  January  23,  one  pike,  2111b. 

1884.  January  23,  one  pike,  20.|lb. 

1881.  January  23,  one  pike,  201b. 

1884.  January  23,  one  pike,  191b.* 

Those  marked*  I have  since  sold,  or  given  to  friends. 

My  best  catch  in  any  one  day  was  twenty-five  pike  of 
retainable  size,  i.e.,  over  four  pounds  each,  and  the 
largest  five  of  them  were  respectively  the  weights  given 
in  the  five  lowest  lines  of  the  list.  These  were  caught 
at  a water  you  and  Mr.  Searle  have  fished  with  mf , on 
which  occasion  our  best  pike  were  17Jlb.,  211b.,  231b., 
and  261b.  ; the  latter  fell  to  your  own  rod,  and  I gaffed 
the  fish  for  you. 

A companion  and  myself  have  twice  or  thrice  made 
captures  of  fifty  and  more  pike  in  two  days’  fishing,  on 
one  occasion  returning  from  a West  of  England  river 
with  ten  fish  weighing  135ilb.,  two  days  after  capture. 

I have  spent  many  pleasant  days  in  Doncaster,  and 
when  next  there  would  like  to  see  Mr.  A.  N.  Smith  s 
fish,  and  shall  feel  pleasure  in  showing  him  mine  if  he 
comes  to  London. 

Do  you  know  that  I angled  for  and  secured  my  wife 
three  miles  from  Doncaster?  She  is  not  indifferent  to 
angling;  on  the  contrary,  is  a votary  of  our  favourite 
sport,  and  has  herself  caught  pike  in  the  Thames  one 
exceeding  101b.  in  weight.  When  will  you  and  I get 
away  again?  I fear  most  rivers  and  lakes  are  too  low 
at  present  for  successful  fishing.— I am,  &c., 

Alfred  Jabdine. 


DEATH  OF  A WELL-KNOWN  TWEED  SALMON 
ANGLER. 

Sir, — In  the  obituary  of  the  Standard,  Nov.  9,  I 
notice  the  death  of  Sir  Henry  Clavering,  Bart.  I have 
enjoyed  many  angling  days  with  this  gentleman.  Our 
first  meeting  was  in  the  meadows  at  Byfleet,  near 
Weybridge ; we  were  both  fishing  for  jack.  ^ My 
late  friend  was  then  a retired  captain,  R.N.,  and  resided 
with  Mrs.  Clavering  and  three  lovely  daughters  in 
Oatlands  Park.  Once  I stayed  a week  there,  and 
fished  the  Thames  and  adjacent  ponds,  attended  by  a 
Thames  puntsman,  with  fair  success.  A few  years  later. 
Sir  Henry  succeeded  to  the  title  and  estates,  with 
mansion  at  Blaydon-on-Tyne. 

Having  rented  a portion  of  the  Tweed  near  (jala- 
shiels,  I accompanied  him  there  on  two  occasions.  Sir 
Henry  waded,  with  the  assistance  of  his  fisherman,  and 
caught  five  salmon  to  my  one  from  the  bank. 

I noticed  two  small  trout  pictures  by  H.  L.  Rolfe  in  the 
picture  gallery  of  the  mansion,  and  as  Sir  Henry  was 
desirous  of  possessing  more  of  this  artist  s productions, 
he  was  invited  to  come  down  and  bring  some  of  his 
jiaintings  with  him.  Mr,  H.  L.  Rolfe  came,  and  even- 
tually Sir  Henry  bought  over  six  hundred  pounds' 
value  of  them.  Sir  Henry  was  a genial  host.  When 
Mr.  H.  L.  Rolfe  died  a gentleman  at  Mitcham  called  on 
me  and  wished  to  purchase  all  of  the  late  artist  s paint- 
ings to  be  had.  I sold  him  some  of  mine  and  other 
friends  did  the  same,  at  a much  enhanced  price.  I men- 
tioned the  matter  to  Sir  Henry,  and  as  his  friends  made 
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some  unpleasant  remarks  about  his  collection  of  fish 
pictures,  he  let  the  Blitcham  gentleman  have  the  whole 
lot  for  what  they  cost  him.  They  are  now  in  a gallery 
built  expressly  to  receive  them.  I am  sorry  Sir  Henry 
has  passed  away.  He  was  a very  good  friend  of  mine. 
He  suffered  for  years  from  angina  pectoris,  which  will 
account  for  his  sudden  demise. — I am,  &c., 

T.  E.  Sachs,  P.P.S. 

GOOH  YELLOW  TEOUT  EIVEE  FISHING 
WANTED  NEXT  SEEING. 

Sir,— Would  you,  or  any  of  your  numerous  readers,  be 
kind  enough  to  let  me  know  where  my  son  and  I would 
be  likely  to  get  some  good  yellow  trout  river  fishing 
with  fly  at  the  end  of  April  or  beginning  of  May  next, 
coupled  with  modest,  but  clean,  accommodation  in  farm- 
house, lodgings,  or  inn.  We  cannot  afford  the  ruinous 
prices  of  the  modern  Scotch  hotel  keeper. 

We  should  like  the  fishing  either  to  be  free  or 
Association  water,  and  are  not  particular  as  to  its 
situation  in  England,  Ireland,  Scotland,  or  Wales. 

I am  afraid  that  we  belong  to  a large  array  of  people 
wanting  the  same  information  ; but,  as  I am  an  exile, 
my  only  hope  is  to  write  to  you  on  the  chance  of  yonr 
being  kind  enough  and  able  to  give  me  some  advice  in  the 
matter.  I don't  want  to  waste  any  of  my  precious 
furlough  in  trying  places  on  spec. — I am,  &c.. 

The  Treasury,  Calcutta,  . Anglo-Indian. 

Oct.  23,  1893.  

TEAPPING  OTTEES. 

Sir, — Having  read  a letter  on  “ Howto  Trap  Otters,” 
in  the  Fisyhiwj  Gazette,  perhaps  my  experience  of  otters 
and  trapping  otters  will  be  of  interest  to  your 
numerous  readers.  Some  few  years  back,  C.  Hone,  the 
fisherman  of  Staines,  told  me  that  there  were  a lot  of 
otters  about,  and  he  took  me  down  the  river,  showing 
me  the  places  where  the  otters  had  been  at  work,  also 
the  heads  of  fish,  principally  jack,  which  the  otters  had 
eaten  ; so  I suggested  that  he  should  procure  some 
traps  and  fry  and  catch  one.  After  trying  all  one 
winter  with  rat  traps — the  only  traps  to  be  obtained  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  which  traps  had  only  the  single 
springs,  he  managed  to  catch  one,  but  the  spring  not 
being  strong  enough  to  hold  the  otter  he  got  free,  so  I 
obtained  from  Messrs.  Lane,  of  Wednesbury,  some  proper 
otter  traps,  which  have  double  springs.  Some  of  the 
traps  had  round  tops,  others  square,  and  from  experi- 
ence the  square  traps  are  preferable,  as  they  catch  the 
otter  by  the  leg  and  not  by  the  foot  or  tail,  as  the  otters’ 
legs,  especially  the  fore-legs,  are  short. 

After  setting  the  traps  for  many  nights  on  the  ground 
and  covering  them  with  dried  grass  and  not  being 
successful,  the  traps  were  set  in  the  shallow  water  where 
the  otters  were  s6en  to  leave  the  water— by  the  marks 
on  the  banks.'which  were  generally  by  the  side  of  an  old 
tree  or  bough — and  where  they  used  to  land  to  eat  the 
fish  they  had  caught,  and  otherwise  disport  themselves. 
Y’'ou  can  easily  find  out  if  otters  are  about,  even  if  they 
leave  no  fish  about  ; by  looking  on  the  stumps  of  old 
trees  you  will  see  the  dropjiings  left  by  them,  and  nearly 
always  in  the  same  place  or  places.  The  droppings 
are  generally  of  a dark  green,  and  mostly  contain 
numerous  fish  bones  and  scales.  After  setting  some 
dozen  traps  at  different  places  in  the  water  and  the 
chain  of  the  trap  made  fast  to  a bough,  Hone  managed 
to  catch  one,  but  the  otter  got  free  again,  leaving 
some  of  his  toes  in  the  trap  ; so  to  prevent  this  occurring 
again,  the  trajis  were  fastened  to  heavy  weights  so  that 
the  otter  couH  just  move  them,  so  as  to  resist  the 
pulling  sufficiently,  and  so  prevent  his  freeing  himself 
from  the  trap.  After  many  disappointments  a fine  dog 
otter  was  caught  (length  4ft.  2iu.,  weight  301b.)  by  the 
off  hind  leg,  and  there  was  a fine  chance  of  getting  one 
alive,  which  was  wanted  for  show,  but  it  was  a ticklish 
job  getting  him  into  the  punt  and  then  into  a large  box 
which  was  prepared  for  him,  as  he  set  a good  many 
strong  men  at  defiance,  snarling  and  snapping  at  them. 
However,  after  some  difficulty  he  was  got  in  the  box, 
and  then,  by  pressing  on  the  springs  of  the  trap  with 
poles,  the  trap  was  released  from  his  leg,  which  did  not 
seem  broken  only  numbed,  as  he  was  cauglit  by  the  fat 
part  of  the  thigh.  Some  strong  battens  of  wood  were 
screwed  on  about  one  inch  apart,  so  as  to  admit  of  the 
otter  being  seen,  and  I suggested  before  being  put  away 
for  the  night,  some  iron  hooping  should  be  nailed 
across  the  battens  to  make  sure,  but  it  was  not  thought 
necessary  by  his  captor;  but  I thought  it  was,  and  so 
obtained  some  iron  hooping  and  nailed  it  on.  On 
opening  the  shed  in  the  morning,  a man  stood  with  a 
gun  in  case  he  should  have  freed  himself  from  the  box, 
ready  to  shoot  him  should  he  escape.  However,  he 
had  not  got  out  of  the  box,  but  had  torn  away  all  the 
wooden  battens,  and  it  was  only  the  iron  hooping  that 
kept  him  in  at  all,  so  we  got  some  stout  iron  bars  and 
placed  in  front  of  the  box  in  place  of  the  wooden  battens, 
and  then  he  was  secure  and  taken  on  show. 

It  was  very  interesting  to  watch  the  otter  feed  ; he 
would  not  feed  when  he  was  dry,  so  the  box  was  placed 
in  the  water,  and  he  used  to  play  about  in  the  water, 
and  seemed  <iuite  happy  ; then  some  loose  hay  was 
placed  by  the  side  of  the  box,  and  it  was  very  interesting 
to  watch  him  pull  the  hay  in  the  box  and  roll  on  it. 
The  next  business  was  to  feed  him,  and  after  he  had  his 
bath  some  dace  were  given  him,  and  ho  laid  down  and  ate 
them,  just  as  a dog  would  a bone,  and  would  not  leave 
a scale  or  particle  of  the  fish.  His  meal  consisted  at 
first  of  dace,  and  he  put  away  twenty  good  sized  dace 
very  quickly,  and  then  seemed  hungry,  and  it  was  quite 
a business  to  keep  him  in  fish  ; minnows  and  gudgeon 
he  would  catch  when  thrown  to  him,  and  swallow  them 
whole,  and  then  whine  for  mote.  After  being  on  show 
some  time,  and  as  he  did  not  seem  to  get  much  use  on 


his  leg,  it  was  decided  to  kill  him,  as  he  might  not  live, 
and  was,  perhaps,  in  pain  ; but  I do  not  think  he  suffered 
any  pain,  as  he  seemed  quite  content ; however,  he  was 
killed,  and  now  is  in  a glass  case,  and  certainly  he  was 
beautifully  set  up  by  Cooper,  and  I believe  the  finest 
otter  ever  set  up  by  him.  One  day  C.  Hone  asked  me 
if  I would  like  to  go  down  the  river  and  see  an  otter 
hole  or  lay,  and  after  going  down  the  river  some  mile 
or  so,  the  river  being  in  half  flood,  we  came  to  a small 
backwater,  which  ran  round  an  island,  and  on  going 
down  the  river  it  was  very  pretty  to  watch  the  voles  or 
water  rats  in  their  nests,  which  they  had  built  on  the 
stalks  of  the  dried  grass  some  distance  above  the  water. 
On  approaching  them  they  would  jumii  off  into  the 
water,  but  how  they  got  back  I could  not  see.  I should 
think  it  required  a little  manoeuvring,  as  there  was 
no  way  up  only  by  the  stalks  of  the  grass  which  held 
the  nests,  and  which  were  built  the  same  as  a bird’s 
nest,  but  of  dried  grass.  On  coming:  to  the  otter’s  hole 
the  only  thing  to  be  seen  was  a few  pieces  of  dried  grass 
projecting  from  under  the  root  of  a large  thorn  liush, 
and  well  above  water,  and  had  only  one  opening.  I 
suggested  that  he  should  try  and  catch  the  otter  alive, 
so  some  iron  rods  were  made  into  hoops,  and  a coarse 
strong  netting  was  made  to  cover  the  hoops  (three  in 
all),  which  made  a net  like  a large  landing  net.  When 
this  was  made  we  dropped  it  down  to  the  hole  very 
quietly,  and  placed  it  in  front  of  the  hole,  and  then  put 
a pole  up,  but  Mr.  Otter  was  not  at  home.  So  we  had 
our  journey  for  nothing.  Next  day  I was  unable  to  go, 
so  C.  Hone  took  a man  down  with  him,  and  no  sooner 
had  he  placed  the  net  in  front  of  the  hole  than  Mr. 
Otter  bolted,  and,  as  Hone  described  it,  he  was  so  long 
he  thought  he  was  never  going  to  finish  coming  out. 
Unfortunately,  the  mesh  of  the  net  was  too  coarse,  and 
he  only  got  half  his  body  in  and  his  fore  legs  through  the 
mesh  of  the  net.  Directly  he  was  in  the  net  Hone  lifted 
up  the  top  iron  ring  and  tried  all  he  knew  to  shake  the 
otter  into  fit,  but  it  was  no  go,  and  especially  as  he  was 
so  heavy  he  could  not  hold  him  up  for  long,  so  he  had  to 
drop  him  on  the  floor  of  the  punt  and  there  struggle 
with  him,  calling  all  the  time  to  his  assistant  to  open 
the  well,  but  he  was  so  frightened  all  he  thought  of  was 
keeping  as  far  away  as  he  could  from  the  otter.  After 
holding  the  otter  down  for  some  little  time  he  got  free  and 
slipped  over  the  side  of  the  punt.  I was  not  there  to  hear 
the  remarks  made,  bnt  the  twigs  and  boughs  of  the  trees 
were  very  much  scorched,  so  I presume  they  were  rather 
severe.  C.  Hone  has  of  late  years  caught  some  five  or 
six  otters,  and  is  called  Otter  Hone,  from  his  adaptness 
in  catching  otters.  The  last  two  years  the  floods  have 
been  too  severe  for  otters  to  work  or  stay  long  on  the 
banks  of  the  Thames.  It  wants  a hard  winter  to  bring 
them  out  when  the  ponds  and  backwaters  are  frozen 
over.  From  experience  I should  say  that  the  otter  weles 
or  traps  shown  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  would  be  of  little 
use  to  catch  an  otter,  as  ho  is  no  fool,  and  it 
would  take  some  time  to  coax  one  to  go  into  them,  and 
if  one  did  get  in  he  would  very  (luickly  gnaw  his  way 
out.  Not  long  ago,  Mr.  Bambridgo,  the  well-known 
fishing- tackle(maker  of  Eton,  imrchased  a small  otter 
caught  by  W.  Haines,  of  Old  Windsor,  and  kept  it  on 
show  for  some  time  in  his  shop,  and  eventually  resold  it 
to  W.  Haines,  who  kept  it  for  some  little  time,  and  one 
day  he  escaped,  and  now  enjoys  his  freedom.  Tne  same 
year  an  otter  was  run  over  and  killed  by  the  train,  on  the 
line  that  runs  close  to  the  old  river,  at  Old  Windsor.  I 
suppose  the  lights  of  the  train  so  terrified  him  that  he 
was  unable  to  move.  I have  had  two  or  three  dogs  run 
over  and  killed  by  the  trains  at  night,  from  the  same 
cause,  when  I lived  close  to  the  line. — I am,  Ac., 

Wooden  Weir. 

THE  CARDIFF  AND  DISTRICT  POULTRY  SHOW. 

Sir, — In  your  last  issue  you  were  good  enough  to 
notice  that  the  Cai’diff  and  District  Poultry  Show  would 
bo  held  on  the  29th  and  30th  inst.,  but  you  omitted  to 
state  that  which  is  of  greater  importance  to  anglers, 
viz.,  that  this  show  jirovides  classes  for  fowls  whose 
feather.s  are  suitable  for  fly-tying.  Prizes  are  offered 
for  blue  honey  and  ginger  dun  cocks  and  hens,  and  for 
Coch-y-bondhu  cocks,  and  entries  are  coming  in.  What 
is  lacking  most,  however,  is  subscriptions  to  the  prize- 
fund.  At  great  pains  I induced  the  committee  to  pro- 
vide these  classes,  and  this  they  consented  to  do  only  on 
my  guaranteeing  the  prizes.  I undertook  this,  feeling 
sure  my  fellow  anglers  would  come  to  my  aid.  I do  not 
mind  the  work  in  connection  with  the  matter,  but  my 
mean.s  are  not  such  as  would  warrant  my  finding  a large 
proportion  of  the  prize-money  out  of  my  own  pocket. 

I therefore  once  more  appeal  to  fly-fishers,  in  the 
interest  of  whose  sport  these  birds  are  being  experi- 
mented on  and. improved,  and  ask  them  to  send  me, 
through  yourself,  sir,  who  has  consented  to  forward  and 
acknowledge  them  in  the  Gazette,  such  sums  as  they 
may  be  able  to  subscribe.  Schedules  and  entry  forms 
can  be  obtained  from  the  secretary,  Mr.  A.  E.  Naish, 
Oastle-road,  Cardiff. — I am,  &c..  Bittern. 


ANGLING  AT  HAMPTON  COURT  AND  KINGSTON. 

Sir, — Your  correspondent  “Tempo”  has  done  the 
London  angler  useful  service  in  his  article  under  the 
above  heading  in  your  last  issue,  and  evidently  well 
knows  that  fine  stretch  of  the  river  from  Hampton 
Bridge  to  Teddington  Lock.  At  the  same  time  in  his 
kindly  endeavour  he  has  gone  a wee  bit  astray,  for 
instance  the  whole  length  of  the  water  under  the  water- 
works wall  affords  excellent  fishing,  bnt  more  especially 
for  perch  and  jack  ; the  water  is  deep,  but  the  bottom 
lumpy.  Agaiu,  the  Catholic  Church  swim  is  essentially 
a roach  and  not  a barbel  swim,  and  no  good  even  to  the 
roach  angler  unless  his  punt  is  moored  almost  to  the 
inch.  My  recollection  is  that  there  were  two  elm  trees 


with  a seat  between,  and  that  to  he  successful  one  must 
fish  about  a length  and  a half  from  the  promenade,  and 
exactly  at  right  angles  to  the  trees.  This  particular 
swim  was  a favourite  one,  and  often  have  I seen  men 
fish  it  either  a little  too  high  or  too  low,  and  go  away 
disgusted,  allowing  myself  and  friend  to  drop  into  the 
right  spot,  and  have  good  sport.  Another  perch  hole 
is  a deep  one  “'on  the  Middlesex  side  nearly  opposite 
where  thei'e  is  (luite  a strong  eddy,  and  further  down 
under  the  bridge,  just  off  Burgoyne’s,  perch  can  betaken. 
Still  keeping  to  the  Middlesex  shore  there  are  many 
porch  to  be  had,  and  lower  down  between  Stevens’  A at 
and  the  Teddington  roadside,  where  the  water  runs  deep, 
some  rare  roach  are  to  be  had,  but  only  at  a certain 
season  of  the  year — at  the  fall  of  the  leaf.  To  my  mind, 
from  here  on  to  Teddington  Lock  is  the  beat  stretch  of 
fishing  on  the  Thames  in  the  near  neighbourhood  of 
London,  for  from  the  Cromlech  on,  chub,  barbel,  bream, 
and  indeed  every  variety  of  fish  are  to  be  found  in 
abundance  and  of  goodly  size ; one  particular  spot, 
known  to  a few  Kingatonians,  our  friend  has  omitted,  is 
or  was  marked  by  a small  bush  on  the  top  of  the  bank 
on  the  Surrey  side,  about  a hundred  yards  on  the  King- 
ston side  of  the  danger  board ; here,  on  a summer’s 
evening,  the  fish  cross  over  from  the  overhanging  banks 
under  the  osier  beds  and  feed,  and  many  a bonny  bream 
and  chub  has  found  its  way  into  my  bag  in  this  well- 
remembered  swim.  Let  friend  “ Tempo  ” wander  thither 
for  his  Sunday’s  stroll,  and  see  if  from  this  rough 
description  he  can  spot  the  place,  for  if  he  can  and  will 
ledger  with  the  tail  end  of  a lob,  throwing  well  out  over 
the  weeds,  he  might  think  he  had  been  put  on  to  a good 
thing  by  a “Stranger.” 

DEAL  PIER. 

Sir, — On  the  lOth  inst.  I paid  another  visit  to  Deal, 
but  found  that  the  anglers  staying  at  the  Antwerp  were 
very  disconsolate.  They  had  been  there  all  the  week 
without  wetting  a line — the  wind  was  due  east,  unfor- 
tunately. A gentleman  staying  at  another  hotel, 
however,  ventured  out  on  the  pier  on  Thursday  last,  and 
cangh  a stray  cod,  scaling  121b.,  which  must  have 
stupidly  approached  the  beach  overnight  with  a view 
to  dissipation. 

There  were  over  twenty  rods  on  the  pier  on  Saturday 
last,  and  only  five  small  codling  taken  amongst  them. 
The  wind  was  still  in  the  east  when  I left  on  Monday. 

I was  astonished  to  hear  of  the  bad  luck,  after  read- 
ing in  your  journal  that  the  tides  suited  so  well.  Do 
the  Pier  Company  subscribe  to  your  paper  ? I trow  not, 
or  the  directors  would  take  some  notice  of  the  letters 
which  you  have  kindly  printed  calling  attention  to  the 
unsatisfactory  state  of  the  under  deck  for  angling— a 
matter  I brought  to  the  notice  of  Messrs.  Laidlaw  and 
Sons  two  years  ago. 

I asked  the  genial  pier  master  (Lawrence)  on  Satur- 
day last  whether  he  had  received  any  orders  to  carry  out 
the  suggestions,  which  I know  meet  with  the  anglers’ 
views,  but  he  had  heard  nothing,  and  never  will  until 
the  gentlemen  engaged  in  fishing  take  up  the  matter 
more  strongly.  I am  sure  the  pier  master  is  more  than 
anxious  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  visitors,  but  what  can 
he  do  unless  the  company  are  willing  to  spend  a little  of 
their  profits  for  the  purpo.se.  It  has  only  been  a limited 
company  about  a year,  and  it  is  to  be  assumed  that  only 
profitable  concerns  are  turned  into  limited  liability 
Companies. — I am,  &c.,  G.  Read  Clarke. 

COMBINATION  FLOATS. 

Sir, — While  visiting  the  Royal  Aquarium  Exhibition 
of  1892,  I noticed  a case  of  quill  floats  which  I should 
very  much  like  to  have  in  my  possession.  They  hung 
near  the  organ.  If  you,  or  any  of  your  readers,  could 
kindly  give  me  the  name  of  the  exhibitor  or  maker,  it 
would  greatly  oblige  Bamboo. 


CAUTIONS  TO  WADERS. 

It  is  a great  mistake  for  an  angler  to  walk  to  the  river 
clad  in  “ waders,”  unless  the  distance  be  very  short.  It 
wears  out  the  waders,  and  fills  them  with  perspiration 
just  before  the  wearer  goes  into  cold  water.  The  best 
way  to  carry  them  is  to  tie  them  together  at  the  top,  put 
this  part  at  the  back  of  the  neck,  and  let  the  wide  legs 
swing  in  front  one  over  each  arm.  Then  they  do  not 
interfere  with  basket  and  other  accoutrements,  and  are 
conveyed  to  and  fro  with  the  greatest  ease.  They  are 
better  carried  in  a fishing  bag,  too,  than  in  a basket. 
No  one  in  his  senses  would  think  of  wading  in  an  un- 
known river  during  a flood.  Indeed,  it  is  always  wiser 
to  defer  wading,  unless  a man  be  very  familiar  with  his 
stream,  until  he  can  see  where  he  is  going.  The  canny 
Scotch  say  well,  “ Diana  wade  deeper  than  ye  can 
see.”  In  many  rivers  (as,  for  instance,  in  those  of  the 
old  red  formation  in  Herefordshire)  the  softer  beds 
of  clay  or  sandstone  are  worn  away  by  the  currents, 
while  the  harder  remain  like  rocks.  Should  an  angler 
wade  on  these  and  then  suddenly  dip  into  the  pit  at  the 
sides,  although  it  may  be  but  a foot  deeper,  the  conse- 
quences are  awkward  and  may  be  serious.  It  is  well  to 
avoid,  too,  when  wading,  that  terrible  nuisance  along 
the  banks  of  a river,  barbed  wire.  The  least  scratch 
will  tear  a hole  in  the  waders.  Unfortunately,  there 
appears  to  be  a craze  for  erecting  it  at  present.  Per- 
haps some  litigious  fisherman  whose  waders  have  been 
damaged  by  it  will  bring  an  action  against  the  farmer 
who  set  it  up,  and  by  securing  damages  stop  this  evil- 
minded  practice.  Great  care  should  also  be  taken  when 
forcing  a way  through  brambles  and  thorns  at  a river’s 
side.  A very  little  carelessness  may  tear  holes  in  the 
waders,  and  necessitate  their  being  sent  to  the  maker. 

When  once  the  angler  is  in  the  water  let  him  wade  as 
gently  as  iiossible,  so  as  to  disturb  the  water  as  little  as 
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may  bo,  and  prevent  the  tranamisaion  of  those  waves 
which  teloffrai)h  to  a fiah  that  man,  liis  enemy,  ia  at 
hand.  Indeed,  my  counsel  ia,  wade  as  little  as  posaible. 
I look  upon  wadora,  says  “ I’elapfius,”  as  conveniences 
to  enable  the  aufjler  to  cross  a stream  and  free  his  hook, 
or  wado  round  a corner,  instead  of  having  the  trouble  of 
climbing  a high-woodod  bank,  rather  than  as  con- 
trivances to  bring  him  nearer  to  his  llsli.  Of  course,  a 
wide  river  imperatively  demands  them,  and  for  this  last 
end,  but  in  most  small  rivers  it  is  better,  as  a rule,  to 
fish  from  the  shore.  Here,  again,  an  excei)tion  must  be 
made.  Should  the  angler  be  fishing  a narrow  stream  up- 
warda,  ho  must  wado  up  in  the  centre,  but  lot  him  do  this 
with  as  little  disturbance  to  the  water  as  he  can.  When 
passing  a waterfall  or  rush  of  broken  water,  he  should 
keep  as  close  to  the  shore  as  ho  can  hug  it.  Thus  ho 
avoids  the  deeper  pits  cut  by  the  force  of  the  stream  in 
the  centre.  It  is  interesting  every  now  and  then,  when 
not  casting,  to  notice  the  gravel,  soil,  and  the  like, 
under  the  water  where  a man  is  wading.  To  say  nothing 
of  the  geological  importance  of  such  a survey,  the 
habits  of  the  smaller  fish,  roach,  minnows,  or  bullheads 
may  be  observed,  water  insects  seen  in  the  larval  stage, 
and  the  like.  I have  often  found  curious  bones,  horns, 
pebbles,  and  other  waifs  and  strays,  and  on  one 
occasion  a singular  piece  of  china,  when  wading ; the 
observant  fisherman  ought  to  have  his  eyes  everywhere. 

When  a pair  of  waders  has  seen  its  best  days,  been 
patched,  and  perhaps  had  now  feet  to replace!the  old  and 
leaky  ones,  there  comes  soon  enough  its  rejection. 
What  can  be  done  with  an  old  pair  of  waders,  respect- 
able enough  to  look  at,  but  letting  in  water  at  every 
pore  P Their  value  is  on  a par  with  that  of  an  empty 
soda-water  bottle.  And  yet  the  soda-water  bottle  can 
bo  used  with  much  effect  to  teach  a horse  not  to  rear, 
and  so  I have  seen  a pair  of  waders  cut  up  and  employed 
efficaciously  to  nail  over  a dog  kennel  and  keep  the  wet 
from  the  favourite  within.  Ingenuity  can  go  further. 
I remember  a man  who  was  obliged  on  a night  of  pouring 
rain  and  floods  to  walk  to  a dinner  party  by  the  aid  of  a 
pair  of  waders,  long  since  discarded  at  the  water  side  ; 
he  made  his  way  to  his  friends,  dry,  clean,  and  rejoicing. 
Other  applications  might  easily  suggest  themselves  to 
an  inventive  person.  These  considerations  may  suitably 
end  with  a suggestion  to  readers,  when  wading,  not  to 
indulge  in  day- dreams.  Their  next  stop  may  furnish 
them  with  a lively  illustration  of  Bottom’s  dream,  so 
called  because  it  had  no  bottom. 


PIKE  FISHING-SPINNING. 

Most  methods  of  pike  fishing  have  their  defects. 
Many  modern  pike  fishers  pin  their  faith  to  the  pater, 
noster,  and  well  they  may,  for  it  is  a most  deadly 
method  of  fishing.  A few  still  hanker  after  the  ancient 
trolling  bait,  d la  Nobbes,  while  others,  whose  ideas  of 
sport  are  peculiar,  have  three  or  four  rods  out  at  the 
same  time  with  live-bait  tackle,  using  not  one  of  the 
many  excellent  arrangements  of  snap  hooks  which  have 
been  invented,  but  the  unsportsmanlike  gorge  hook. 
Spinning  is  to  pike  fishing  what  fly  fishing  is  on  a trout 
stream.  Izaak  Walton  said  that  the  old  question 
whether  the  greatest  happiness  on  earth  was^,obe  found 
in  a life  of  action  or  contemplation  had  never  beeji 
decided,  but  pointed  out  that  in  angling  both  action  and 
contemplation  were  harmoniously  combined.  There  is 
no  douht  about  the  “ action  ” required  in  spinning,  and 
if  rod-rings,  line,  and  swivels  do  not  work  amicably,  a 
fresh  element  is  introduced — that  of  irritation,  while  few 
opportunities  of  “ contemplation  ” are  afforded. 

There  is  no  great  difficulty  about  spinning  in  winter, 
when  rivers  and  lakes  are  clear  from  weeds.  Then  the 


successful  angler  is  the  one  who  best  judges  the  depth  at 
which  his  bait  ought  to  travel,  and  regulates  its  speed 
or  the  weight  of  the  lead  accordingly.  But  early 
autumn  spinning  is  (piite  another  thing.  There  the 
bait  must  be  oast  to  the  fraction  of  an  inch  almo.st  in 
runs  between  weeds  and  over  the  edge  of  reed  beds. 
Accurate  oasts,  more  than  long  ones,  are  essential. 
Whereas  a beginner  will  bo  continually  catching  in  the 
weeds,  wasting  his  time,  and  startling  the  fish,  tlie  clever 
spinner  will  fetch  from  their  fastnesses  a pike  here  and 
a pike  there,  and  enjoy  a very  good  day’s  sport,  if  the 
fish  are  at  all  on  the  feed.  Of  the  attractions  of  the 
spinning  bait  for  pike  there  can  bo  no  doubt,  though  many 
anglers  hold  the  opinion  that  live  bait  is  more  deadly. 
I have  angled  for  pike  as  much  as  for  any  fish,  says  a 
writer  in  the  Field,  and  all  the  largest  ones  1 have  taken 
or  lost  (for,  of  course,  one  always  does  lose  the  largest 
fish — that  is  a foregone  conclusion)  have  taken  my 
.spinning  bait.  Where  si)inning  should  not  bo  tried 
(unless  other  methods  fail)  is  in  small  waters,  which  are 
soon  oast  over.  Where  the  river  or  lake  is  large  enough 
for  a day’s  fishing  without  repeatedly  going  over  the 
same  water,  there  spinning  tackle  will  usually  succeed. 
In  fairly  swift  rivers  the  amount  of  pike  water  is  very 
limited,  for  after  any  floods  the  fish  will  only  bo  found 
in  lay-bys  at  the  tails  of  islands  and  in  eddies.  Those 
can,  of  course,  be  spun  over  with  more  or  less  success  ; 
but  I would  myself,  for  such  places,  iprefor  the  pater- 
noster and  a little  patience. 

How  deadly  the  spinning  bait  for  pike  is  may  be 
gathered  from  the  records  of  sport  enjoyed  by  trailers 
(if  enjoyment  is  the  word)  at  Henley  at  the  opening  of 
the  season.  There  in  one  punt  twenty-eight  jack  were 
landed  in  one  day,  in  another  punt  twenty-seven,  while 
several  minor  catches  were  made,  varying  in  number 
from  fifteen  to  twenty.  Granted  most  of  these  fish  were 
undersized,  the  fact  shows  the  great  attraction  the 
spinning  bait  has  for  pike  on  the  Thames.  In  summer 
especially  very  fine  spinning  tackle  is  used  on  the 
Thames.  As  likely  as  not  the  trace  is  of  gut,  the  lead  a 
light  one,  the  hooks  small,  and  the  bait  a gudgeon  or 
bleak.  Trailing  is  a depraved  and  unsportsmanlike 
method  of  spinning.  In  any  river  where  proper  spin- 
ning may  be  carried  on  it  should  not  be  used,  and  is 
only  excusable  on  very  large  sheets  of  water,  where  the 
fish  arc  few  and  far  between,  and  a great  distance  has  to 
be  covered — for  example,  the  large  Scotch  and  Irish 
lakes. 

The  further  north  wo  get  the  smaller  the  coarse  fish 
run,  and  for  this  reason  the  anglers  of  the  north  can 
with  safety  use  even  finer  tackle  than  wo  do  in  the 
south,  where  fish  between  51b-  and  101b.  are  not  un- 
common, and  every  winter  a few  fine  fellows,  varying 
from  161b.  to  221b.,  are  landed.  The  education  of  pike 
proceeds  apace,  and  we  must  keep  up  with  it.  While 
large  hooks  are  certainly  desirable  to  hold  good  fish, 
they  often  render  shy  and  prevent  that  same  good  fish 
from  taking  the  bait  between  his  bony  jaws.  Thus 
on  well-fished  waters  it  has  been  found  necessary  to 
fish  with  hooks  rather  small  than  large,  which  necessi- 
tates their  being  especially  well  tempered.  Gimp  must  be 
used  next  the  bait,  but  for  the  trace  salmon  gut  is 
quite  fine  enough.  The  ordinary  trace — I mean  the 
trace  one  sees  in  the  tackle  makers’  shops — is  usually 
fitted  with  a number  of  swivels.  This  is  undoubtedly  a 
great  mistake.  All  that  are  required  are  a pair  of  free- 
woi'king  swivels  placed  immediately  below  the  lead, 
which  must  be  hung  below  the  line.  If  this  arrangement 
is  adopted,  kinking  is  most  effectually  overcome.  There 
is  also  no  doubt  that  steel  swivels  when  new  (and  when 
old,  too,  if  kept  well  oiled)  are  stronger  than  brass,  but 


for  all  that,  I would  give  the  proferenoo  to  brass,  for 
who  does  keep  the  swivels  well  oiled  ; I confess  I do  not, 
though  always  ready  enough  to  recommend  other 
people  to  take  this  precaution.  I have  never  lost 
a fish  by  a brass  swivel  breaking,  though  many  a 
time  has  a rusty  steel  swivel  snapped.  'The  rod-rings 
should  be  as  large  at  one  end  of  the  rod  as  they  are  at 
the  other,  the  line  should  be  softly  dressed,  and  I never 
could  wish  for  a better  rod  than  those  made  of  picked 
bamboo.  If  the  casting  is  done  in  the  Nottingham 
fashion,  an  undressed  line  may  bo  preferred,  but  it 
should  be  remembered  that  a twisted  line  is  very  much 
stronger  than  a plaited  line  of  the  same  size.  Beginners 
should  not  attempt  to  make  very  long  casts,  and  should 
bo  satisfied  with  sending  their  bait  20  yards  or  fw 
with  accuracy.  When  fishing  from  punt  or  boat  it  is 
not  often  necessary  to  cast  farther  than  that,  but  when 
fishing  from  the  bank  all  kinds  of  casts  may  have  to  bo 
made,  according  to  circumstances. — Pall  Mall  Gazette. 


THE  INDIAN  FISHERIES  BILL. 

The  Honourable  Sir  Philip  Hutchins,  in  moving  for 
leave  to  introduce  a Bill  to  provide  for  certain  matters 
relating  to  fisheries  in  British  India,  said  : 

“ 'The  official  literature  on  the  subject  of  legislating 
for  the  protection  of  fish  in  India  is  very  extensive.  I 
have  in  my  hand  a blue  book  of  250  pages  which  covers 
a period  of  three  years  only,  from  1887  to  1890  ; but  the 
subject  first  attracted  attention  nearly  twenty  years 
before  that.  I do  not  propose,  however,  to  inflict  on 
this  Council  even  a brief  summary  of  what  these  papers 
contain.  The  pith  of  them  has  been  extracted  and  will 
bo  found  set  out  as  succinctly  as  possible  in  the  state- 
ment of  objects  and  reasons.  It  does  not  seem 
necessary  for  me  to  do  more  at  present  than  to  explain, 
first,  the  grounds  for  undertaking  legislation,  and 
secondly,  the  general  purport  of  the  measure  which  I 
wish  to  introduce. 

“I  justify  legislation  on  the  short  ground  that 
throughout  India  fish  form  one  of  the  most  important 
food-supplies  of  many  classes,  and  that  the  papers 
contain  abundant  evidence  that  they  are  almost  every- 
where wastefully  destroyed, (and  in  many  plaoes  becoming 
less  plentiful.  I shall  not  stop  to  quote  the  evidence,  as 
I believe  these  two  facts  are  generally  admitted.  I have 
certainly  seen  them  repeatedly  mentioned  by  the  Press 
as  well  recognised  and  indisputable.  The  delay  which 
has  occurred  in  bringing  the  matter  to  a head  has  not 
been  due  to  any  doubt  as  to  the  expediency  of  legis- 
lating, but  only  to  the  difficulty  of  determining  what 
remedial  action  can  best  be  taken,  due  regard  being  had 
to  the  rights  of  private  proprietors  and  to  the  habits 
and  legitimate  practices  of  indigenous  fishermen. 

“ At  various  times  the  Government  of  India  have 
been  strongly  urged  to  undertake  at  once  a strict  and 
comprehensive  control  over  all  the  fisheries  of  the 
country,  but  I am  glad  to  say  that  this  heroic  counsel 
has  not  prevailed.  India  is  not  yet  ripe  for  elaborate 
legislation  on  the  lines  which  have  been  followed  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  I doubt  if  it  ever  will  require  to 
be  dealt  with  in  the  same  manner.  Moreover,  even  if  a 
minute  supervision  were  in  itself  desirable,  we  are  not 
yet  in  possession  of  sufficient  information  to  enable  us  to 
determine  the  proper  methods  or  limits  of  its  application. 
'The  very  modest  Bill  which  I am  about  to  lay  on  ttie 
table  contains  only  two  provisions,  which  will  have 
general  effect  and  extend  to  private  waters  : and  one  of 
these  has  for  its  object  the  protection  of  private  rights 
in  fish  rather  than  the  protection  of  the  fish  them- 
selves.” 


flfaafed  Skin,  Piles,  Scalds,  Cuts,  Chilblains, 
Chapped  Hands,  Sore  Eyes,  Sunburn,  Earache, 
Neuralgic  and  Rheumatic  Pains,  Insect  Bites 
or  Stings,  Throat  Colds,  and  Skin  Ailments, 
QUICKLY  BELIEVED  BY  USB  OF 

CALVERT’S  CARBOLIC  OINTMENT. 

Large  pots,  Is.  l^d.  each,  at  Chemists,  <fec.,  or 
post  free  for  value. 

F.  C.  CAZ.VEBT  & CO.,  Mancliester. 

Awarded  60  Gold  & Silver  Medals  <fe  Diplomas. 


THE  OLDEST  & LARGEST 

COMPANY  INSURING  AGAINST 

ACCIDENTS  OE  ALL  KINDS. 

I AT  HOME,  OR  IN  THE  STREETS,  AT  WORK,  OR  AT  PLAY.] 

THE  RAILWAY  PASSENGERS’  ASSURANCE  COMPANY, 

64  CORNHILL,  LOMDON.  - Cvlfr”" 


Established  1837. 

New  Books,  Old  Books,  Bare  Books, 
Also  out  of  print  Publications,  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  &c.  Every  number  of  “ The  Pub- 
lishers’Oibcdlar  AND  Booksellers’  Keoord” 
' (published  every  Friday,  price  lid.)  contains 
advertisements  respecting  “ Books  Wanted,”  and 
' announcements  of  new  works.  A prospectus, 
i giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
I by  sending  a post-card  request  for  it,  to  the  Pro- 
orietors  of  the  Publishers'  Circular.  St.  Dunatan’i 
I House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


THE  "HARDY  ’ GOLD  MEDAL  RODS 

MAKERS  FOR  ALL  LEADING  AUTHORITIES.  WINNERS  OF  THE  GOLD  MEDAL  1883,  & 31  OTHER  AWARDS. 


/ ALL  ANGLERS  KNOW  THAT  / 

HAROY  ]BROS. 

HAVE  FOR  YRARS  HELD 

! THE  PHEMIEH  POSITION  ! 

For  High-Class  RODS  and  TACKLE. 


The  Best  Pike  and  Spinning  Bod  is 

THE  “BADMINTON.” 

Description— 12ft.  6in.,  3 piece,  all 
Cane  Built,  2 Spinning  and  1 Trolling  Top, 
Lock  .Joints,  TTniver^al  Reel  Fitting,  Pat. 
Bridge  Rings,  Cork  Handle,  Revolving  Butt 
and  End  Rings,  Rubber  Butt  End,<tc.;  most 
perfect  in  every  respect ; price  £5  16  6. 
If  Steel  Centre,  £6  19  0. 


PIKE  ROD, 

THE  “ HOLLINGWOHTH.” 

Description.  — Bamboo  Butt  and 
Middle,  2 Lest  Greeiiheart  Tops,  Cork 
Handle,  Pat.  Look  Joints,  Unbreak- 
able Splint  Ends,  Double  Brazed,  Cork 
Stoppers,  Eubber  Butt  End,  Spiral 
Kings,  Eevolving  Butt  and  End  ditto. 
Length,  with  full  top,  lift.  ; with  short 
ditto,  8ft.  9in.,  46  6. 

Second  Quality: 

Bamboo  Balance  Handle,  Plain  Joints, 
Revolving  End  and  Butt  Rings,  Rublier  Butt 
End.  Partition  Bag,  Ac,;  equal  to  any  other 
make  of  best.  28  6. 

Fishing  Cureiic,  June  Ctli:  “Send  your  order 
for  one.” 


YOU  MAY  NOT  BE  AWARE  ! 

liARDY  BKOS. 

MAKE  A 

FIRST  CLASS  ROACH  ROD  for  21/'- 

Each  one  full-named,  numbered,  AN-D 

GDAIIANTEF.D. 

Description. — Bamboo  Butt  and 
Middle,  with  2 Greenheart  Tops, 
Balance  Handle,  Double  Brazed, 
with  Corked  Stoppers  ; Snake  Rings, 
Revolving  End  and  Bridge  Butt  ditto, 
Hardy’s  Universal  Winch  Fittings; 
takes  all  reels  ; in  partition  bag. 
Lengths,  10ft.  to  12ft. 

OBf  in  ordering  state  length  and  whether 
desired  halaneod  as  a Nottingham  Roach, 
Bream,  or  Chuli  Rod. 


war  Jf  you  luive  not  seen  it,  soud  tlii’ce  stamps  for  “Hints  on  Angling”  ami  List.  200  Jlhistrations. 

HARDY  BROS.,  Practical  Anglers  and  Manufacturers, 

LONDON  AND  NORTH  BRITISH  WORKS.  ALNWICK. 

X.ONDON  AGENTS— Jvm.ITAR'V'  EQOrEIVrENT  AND  TORTOISE  TENT  CO.,  I^TD.,  49,  EAEE  IVI AEG. 
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Aberdeen. — Wm.  Brown,  64,  George-st. 

Alnwick  — Hardy  Bros.,  L.  & N.  British 
Works.  

Ampthill. — Ed.  White,  Market. 

Andover,  Hants. — E.  Chamberlain. 

Ashbourne. — !>•  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Beccles  — R-  Tilnet  & Son. 
Barnstaple,  N.  Devon.— J-  Rowe,  62, 

High-street. 

Belfast. — J.  Braddell  & Son,  21,  Castle- 
place. 

Birmingham  — Samuel  B.  Allport, 
50,  Whittall-street. 

C.  Bowler,  9,  Thomas-st.,  Vaughan-at. 

T.  Heath,  52,  Alma-street,  Aston. 

Reuben  Heaton,  161-5,  Hospital-st. 

J.  Keeling,  7,  Digbeth. 

James  Morgan,  2J,  Aston-road. 

W.  Newell,  11,  Great  Western  Arcade. 

Nutting  & Co.,  70,  Edgbast on- street. 

J.  Powell,  40,  St.  Paul’s-sqnare. 

W.  H.  Ryder  & Sons,  33-36,  Slaney-st. 

Wm.  Sternberg,  43,  Soho-hill. 

Bishop  Auckland  — w.  J.  Cummins, 
Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Works. 

Blackburn  — James  GREGSON,Penny-st. 

Bolton. — W.  Bleakley,  83,  Newport-st. 

Bridgend. — R-  H.  Dyer,  19  & 20,  Queen- 
street. 

Bridport. — Joseph  Gundry  & Co.,  Net, 
Line,  and  Twine  Manufacturers. 

William  James. 

George  Kenway. 

W.  Tucker,  Manufacturer. 

Builth,  Wells. — Septimus  Price,  12, 
High-street. 

Burton  - on  - Trent.— T.  Horne,  106, 
High-street. 

Buxton,  Derbyshire.— J-  Banks,  37, 
Spring-gardens. 

Cardiff. — G.  M.  Burridge,  “Silver Fish,” 
Bridge-street. 

William  Davies,  257,  Cowbridge-road. 

Carlisle. — R-  Strong,  Castle-street. 

Castle  Connell. — J-  Enright  & Sons. 

Cheltenham. — James  Ogden,  28,  Winch- 
comb-street. 

Ogden  & Scotford,  Pittville.  [Whole- 
sale & Retail.] 

Chudleigh,  Devon  — J.  B.  Truman. 

Clitheroe — Thomas  Robinson,  3,  Wes- 
leyan-road. 

Croydon. — Thomson  & Co.,  10,  High-st. 

Darlington. — J.  F.  Smythe. 

Derby. ^ — T.  Simpson,  55,  Carrington-st. 


Dublin.— C.  Weeees  & Co.,  26  & 27, 
Essex-qnay.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Eton. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Exeter. — w.  Osborne,  251,  High-street. 
E.  F.  Prickman,  12,  North-street. 

Exmouth. — Miss  Ellis,  Fly-Tier,  13, 
Danby-terrace. 

Fairford,  Glos. — Samuel  Burge. 

Felton  — W.  Dobson,  West  Thurston. 

Great  Yarmouth.— E.  Hannant,  102, 
Market-gates. 

H.  Salinger,  40,  South  Market-road. 

Hereford  — T.  Cooke,  22|,  Maylord-st. 

Hertford.—  SiMSON  & Co.,  Market-place. 

Hull.  — H.  Booth,  21,  Paragon-street. 

Hungerford. — Freeman  Bros.,  Bridge- 
street. 

Inverness.  — J-  Graham  & Co.,  27, 
Union-street. 

Kingsbridge,  S.  Devon.- S.  Perrott, 
109,  Fore-street. 

Kingsland,  Herefordshire,  E.S.O.— 

R.  T.  Williams,  Lugg  Cottage. 

Kingston-on-Thames  — J.R.  Richard- 
son, 67,  High-street. 

J.  E.  Willingham,  11,  Union-street 

j Langholm. — Joe  Anderson,  59,  High-st. 

j Leamington  Spa.— J-  Hobson. 

Leeds. — Linsley  Bros.,  10,  Commercial- 
street. 

Francis  M.  Walbran,  19,  New 
Station-street. 

S.  WiLLSDON,  43,  Park-lane. 
Leicester. — R.  Flude,  5,  West-bridge. 

Leyburn,  Yorks.- J.  F.  Lyon,  Post 
OflBce. 

Limerick. — A.  Nestor,  George-street. 
[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Lincola.^ — Andrews  & Parkinson,  36, 
Melville-street. 

J.  W.  Walker,  10,  Waterside. 

Liverpool.  — W.  Ramsbottom,  14b, 
North  John-street. 

H.  Whitty,  15,  Basnett-street. 

R.  Whitty,  14,  Tithebarn-street. 

Llandovery,  Wales. — Evan  Davies, 
High-street. 

London. — s.  Allcock  & Co.,  60,  Queen 
Victoria-street.  [Wholesale  only.] 

T.  Aldred,  110,  Edgware-road,  N.W. 
Alfred  & Son,  20,  Moorgate-st.,  E.C. 
T.  Barnett,  26,  Church-street,  Edg- 

ware-road. 


London — Continued. 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  53,  Gresham- 
street.  [Wholesale  only.] 

J.  Bernard  & Sons,  5,  Church-place, 
Piccadilly. 

Mrs.  L.  J.  Brocas,  Fly-Tier,  5, 
Rochester-row,  S.W. 

C.  J.  Brown,  7,  Wal ton-street,  S.W. 
Mrs.  A.  Bulmer,  62,  Wandsworth-road, 

S.W. 

Carter  & Peek,  137,  St.  John-street- 
road,  E.C. 

R.  Dillon,  78,  Victoria-road,  Kentish 

Town. 

H.  Dunhill,  125-127,  Euston-rd.,  N.W. 
Eaton  & Deller,  6 & 7,  Crooked-lane, 
E.C. 

J.  Gillett,  40,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 

[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

J.  E.  Gold,  17,  Oakley-street,  Waterloo- 
road,  S.E. 

J.  W.  Hatton,  215,  Cambridge-road,  E. 
G.  W.  Hemens,  1 71,  New  North-road,  N. 

T.  Holbrow  & Co.,  9,  Eagle-place, 
Jermyn-street. 

Holroyd  Bros.,  59,  Gracechurch-street, 
E.C. 

G.  Little  & Co.,  63,  Haymarket,  S.W. 
G.  Main,  45,  Jermyn-street,  St.  James’s. 

G.  Partridge,  “ The  Golden  Perch,” 

402,  Oxford-street,  W. 

William  Poole,  104a,  BroadwaU,  S.E. 
B.  Potter  & Co.,  225,  High  Holborn. 

S.  Price  & Co.,  8,  Seymour-street, 

Euston-squa,re. 

H.  Richardson  & Co.,  Te  Pluckie 
Perche,  77,  Finsbury-pavement. 

T.  H.  Sowerbutts  & Son,  151,  Com- 

mercial-street, E. 

A.  J.Spashott,  55a,  Maryland  Point,  E. 

T.  Unstead,  3,  Penton-street,  Penton- 
ville,  N. 

A.  Williams,  84,  York-street,  Bryan- 
ston-square,  W. 

F.  T.  Williams  & Co.,  “ Silver  Trout,” 
10,  Great  Queen-street,  W.C. 

Lostwithiel. — c.  Geach,  Fancy  Reposi- 
tory. 

Macclesfield. — J.  H.  Fearn,  38,Chester- 
gate. 

Manchester. — w.  Chambers  & Co.,  25, 
Market-place. 

R.  Ramsbottom,  81,  Market-street. 
Newark. — D.  Slater  & Co.,  Stodman-st. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.— J.  R-  Bolton, 
147,  Northnmberland-street. 
Murton.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Thos.  Pape,  27,  CoUingwood-street. 

Northampton.  — Geo.  Timms,  6,  The 
Green. 


i Norwich  — A.  J.  Rudd,  54,  London-st. 


Nottingham  — F.  Crofts,  46,  Sussex-st. 

S.  Dales,  7,  St.  John-street. 

Ed.  Dance,  1a,  Sussex. street. 

Chas.  Jackson,  23,  Carrington-street. 

J.  Theaker,  10,  Canal-street. 

W.  Wells  & Co.,  1,  Sussex-street. 

E.  West,  28,  Sussex-street. 

Oakham  — J.  E.  Whitehousb,  Rutland 
Gun  and  Cartridge  Works. 

Omagh. — John  White,  30,  Market-st. 

Oxford.  — James  Innes,  42,  Queen-st. 

Plymouth.  — Thomas  Brooks,  30a, 
Southside  - street. 

C.  & R.  Brooks,  Stonehouse. 

Heading. — J.  Perry  & Co.,  6,  Minster- 
parade. 

Hedditch. — s.  Allcock  & Co.,  Standard 
Works.  [Wholesale  only.] 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  Abbey  Mills. 
[Wholesale  only.] 

Alfred  Booker  & Co.,  Midland  Needle 
and  Fish  Hook  Works. 

H.  Milward  & Son,  Washford  Mills. 

W.  Vale  & Son,  Studley.  [Wholesale 
only.]  

Eichmond  - on  - Thames  — Gaynor  & 
Son,  4,  Bridge-street. 

Everard  Ripley,  5,  King-street. 

H.  L.  Platt,  57,  Hill-rise. 

Eichmond,  Yorks.— Chas.  Spencer 
Finkle-street. 

Eothbury. — w.  Mavin. 

J.  Soulsby. 

Scarborough  — S.M.  Patrick,  5,  North- 
street,  Newboro’. 

Wm.  j.  Clarke,  44,  Huntress-row. 

Southampton.— Cox  & Macpherson, 
62,  High-street. 

Cox  & Son,  28,  High-street. 

Swansea — B-  Evans  & Co.,  Swansea 
Sporting  Depot,  Castle  Bailey-st. 

Taunton. — George  Hinton,  Fore-st. 

Thetford. — G.  H.  Reynolds,  Anchor 
Commercial  Hotel. 

Thrapston.— A.  Bargh,  Bridge-st. 

Torrington,  N.  Devon. — J • D-  Bastard, 
Torridge  House. 

Uppingham,  Eutlands.  — J.  E- 

Andrews,  High-street. 

Walthamstow.  — D.  Bennett,  137, 
Hoe-street  North. 

I Wolverhampton  — T.  Shakespeare,  9, 
Market-street.  

York. — H.T.  Lloyd,  Sportsman’s  Depot 
Davy- gate. 


SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  & COMPANY'S  NEW  BOOKS 

HEVONO  EDITION  .JUST  READY'  AT  AI.L  THE  I.IHB  IRIES. 

THE  HANDSOME  HUMES.  By  william  black,  in  3 vois. 

“ Told  with  all  the  grace  and  charm  of  Mr.  William  Black's  familiar  narrative  style A refreshing  wliolesomeness  of  thought  and  tone  pervades  Mr.  Black's  excellent  book,  which  also  contains 

several  graphic  and  artistic  descriptions  of  the  rural  scenery  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Henley  and  Wargrave,  favourite  haunts  of  aquatic  and  fashionable  English  society.  — Daily  Tdtgraph. 

SECOND  EDITION  IN  THE  PRESS. 

THE  EMIGRANT  SHIP.  By  w.  Clark  russell.  in  s vois. 

The  story  is  capitally  told,  and  full  of  fresh  interest." — AlhenTiim. 


THE  CAMPAIGN  IN  MATABELELAND. 

All  interested  in  this  Campaign,  in  South  African  Pulitie.'?,  and  e.'^peoially  the  Chartereil  Company, 

Rliould 

i(i:  in  Tin:  < iii:ad  rnutn  nnirinx  of 

LORD  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL’S  BOOK, 

Non'  Uvailq  ut  <fH  JiooPsrnot'S^ 

“ MEN,  MINES,  AND  ANIMALS  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA,’ 

FULLY  ILLUSTRATED.  Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  price  (is. 


MY  DAEK  COMPAEIOUS  AED  THEIR 
: STRASIGE  STORIES. 

MEMKY  Wl.  S>.C.lLi,,  &c. 

Witli  over  HO  lllustmtioiis  by  AValter  AV.  Buckley.  1 vol.  small  dciiiy  Svo, 

clolli  0x1  ra.  Ts.  (id. 

••  Mr.  Stanley  has  const ructc.l  a fascinating cdillcc  of  folk-lore A collection  of  mythological 

stories,  which  are  h«)th  inten'stiiig  and  iuslruetivo." — Udilff  Trl^orttph. 


SAMPSON  LOW, 


MAUSTOJSJ  & COMPANY,  Limited,  St.  lAinstau’s  House,  Petter-lane,  E.C. 


406 


November  18,  1893 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


ANGLING 

November  19. 


FIXTURES. 


Albert  Pisoitorial : Mateh. 

Angflera  Pride  : Match  at  St.  Margaret’s. 

Batter.^ea  Friendly  : Match  at  I’nlbere'igh. 

Clissold  : Prize  outing. 

Dalaton  : Mateh  (go-where-yon-please). 

Eustonian  : Match  at  Woking. 

■ General  Gordon  : Match  at  Maldon. 

Good  Intent ; Christmas  prize  outing  at  Ware. 

Great  Eastern  : Match  at  Sawbridgeworth. 

Havelock  ; Match  at  Shepperton. 

Mike  Brothers  ; Prize  outing. 

Phoenix  ; Match  (roving). 

Queen’s  Piscatorials  : Match  at  Uxbridge. 

Royal  Oak  : Match  at  Roydon. 

Slough  and  Langley  ; Match  in  Grand  Junction 
Canal. 

South  London  : Match  at  Langford. 

St.  Thomas’s  : Match  at  Harlow. 

Wellington  : Match  at  Twickenham. 

Wenlock  ; Roving  match  on  the  Lea. 

Walworth  Waltonians  : Open  competition. 

November  20. 

Anglers’  Association  : Monthly  delegate  meeting  at 
Foresters’  Hall  (8  30). 

November  21. 

Crown  and  Buckland  ; Central  visit. 

November  22. 

Izaak  Walton  ; Distribution  and  supper. 

Serapis  : Reading  by  Mr.  Jardine — “ Thames  Fishing 
Fifty  Years  Ago.” 

Walworth  Waltonians  : Open  competition. 

November  23. 

Allason  United  : Anglers’  Association  visit. 

Clapham  Junction  Supper  and  distribution. 

November  24. 

Anglers’  Benevolent : Committee  Meeting  at  8.30. 
General  Preservation  Fund  : Committee  meeting  9.30. 


FIXTURES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

Nov.  26. — Amicable  Excelsior:  Punt  match  at  Twicken- 
ham. 

-Bomore  : Christmas  outing  to  Uxbridge. 
-Hearts  of  Oak  : Christmas  prize  outing. 
-Hoxton  Brothers  : Christmas  prize  outing  at 
Langford. 

-Izaak  Walton  : Prize  outing. 

-North  London  : Match  at  Witham. 
-Perseverance  .-  Christmas  prize  outing. 

-Pixie  Brothers  : Punt  match  at  Twickenham. 
-Rodney  Piscatorials  : Match  at  Langford. 
-Sundial : Match. 

-City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  -.  Visit. 

—Park  : Anglers’  Association  visit. 

-Prince  of  Wales  : Concert. 

-Second  Surrey : Visit. 

-Pixie  Brothers  . Supper. 

-United  Brothers  : Supper  and  distribution. 
-Crown  and  Buckland  : Supper. 

-Westminster  : Supper. 

-Burton  Piscatorials  ; Match. 

I. — City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  : Match  at 
Windsor. 

-Cobden  : Match  at  Richmond. 

-Clapham  Junction  : Battersea  and  Earlsfield 
United  visit. 

-Funny  Folks  : Visit. 

— North  London  : Concert  and  reading. 

. — Bloomsbury  Brothers  : Christmas  outing. 


JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAY. 


Dec. 


26.- 

26.- 

26.- 

26.- 

26.- 

26.- 

26.- 

26.- 

26.- 

27.- 

27.- 

27.- 

27. - 

28. - 
28.- 
29- 
30.- 

3.- 

3.- 

3. - 

4. - 

4.- 

4. 

10. 


Sunday  and  Monday  were  wretched  days  for  roach 
fishing,  the  extremely  cold  weather  sending  the  fish  off 
the  feed.  On  Sunday  night  there  were  several  degrees  of 
frost,  and  those  who  went  fishing  on  Monday  found 
their  punts  covered  with  a nice  white  criist. 

******* 

At  Staines  some  plump  roach  have  been  taken,  and  a 
fair  number  of  jack  have  been  on  the  feed,  with  a detri- 
mental result  to  themselves.  One  club  angler  hooked 
an  eleven-pound  fish  near  Penton  Hook,  and,  having 
.“  played’’  it  for  twenty  minutes,  attempted  to  land  it 
without  a net.  Result  nil.  But  the  enthusiastic  angler 
cries  nil  desperandum,  and  intends  trying  for  the  same 
fish  again  and  again,  until  he  (or  some  other  fellow) 
lands  the  fish.  Moral : always  carry  a landing  net. 
When  fishing  the  Thames  this  is  particularly  essential, 
as  one  never  knows  how  fortunate  he  may  be,  and,  with- 
out a net,  how  unfortunate. 

******* 

Mr.  F.  Hiscock.  of  Hugh-street,  Pimlico,  is  such 
an  ardent  follower  of  the  gentle  craft  that  he  has  taken 
a house  at  Ashford  so  that  any  spare  ti.me  may  be  spent 
on  the  Thames.  Laleham  is  his  favourite  swim,  where 
he  has  taken  some  good  bags  of  fish  lately. 

**##### 
Fishing  is  of  chief  interest  to  us  ; but  with  sport  of 
all  kinds  we  like  to  be  in  touch.  The  party  now 
assembled  as  the  guests  of  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of 
Devonshire  at  time-honoured  Chatsworth — one  of  the 
finest  show  houses  in  the  kingdom— included,  for  the 
Derby  Meeting,  the  Earl  and  Countess  of  Cadogan,  Lord 
and  Lady  Alington,  the  Earl  and  Countess  Howe,  Lord 
and  Lady  Lurgan,  Mr.  Leopold  de  Rothschild,  the  Earl 
of  Hardwicke,  Lord  Chas.  Montagu,  Mr.  Holden,  Sir 
Chas.  Hartopp,  and  Col.  Forester. 


On  Wednesday  last,  at  Clumber  Church,  Notts,  Mr 
Colin  George  Campbell,  of  the  Soots  Greys,  led  to  the 
altar  the  Lady  Ileane  Histings,  second  daughter  oi  the 
13th  Earl  of  Huntingdon.  Tne  lady  will  be  remembered 
as  an  ardent  lover  of  foxhunting. 

« * * « * * 

The  tidal  water  of  the  Thames  has  been  productive 
of  good  sport  lately,  and  many  who  have  been  unable 
to  get  fish  in  the  higher  reaches  on  account  of  the 
brightness  of  the  water  have  done  well  at  Twickenham 
and  Richmond.  It  is  advisable  to  fish  the  Staines 
district  in  the  Nottingham  style  as  the  fish  are  so  shy 
that  they  will  not  venture  within  several  yards  of  a 
punt. 

******* 

The  special  attention  of  Metropolitan  anglers  is 
drawn  to  the  fact  that  at  Tuesday’s  proceedings  of  the 
London  County  Council,  that  body  decided  to  prepare 
a Bill  by  means  of  which  it  will  be  sought  to  obtain 
Parliamentary  powers  for  the  acquisition  of  such  areas 
as  may  be  needed  for  the  additional  water  supply  of 
London.  As  the  County  Council  has  previously  con- 
ducted successful  experiments  for  discovering  other 
sources  of  water  supply  than  our  overdrawn  Thames 
and  Lea,  we  may  hope  than  an  effectual  stop  will  now 
be  placed  on  the  companies  who  would  prefer,  for  their 
own  profit,  to  still  further  tap  our  two  great  sources  of 
recreation. 

******* 

The  “Lychnobite”  Angling  Society,  whose  head- 
quarters are  Ye  Olde  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe-lane,  Fleet- 
street,  hold  their  meetings  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  every 
month  at  4 o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  weigh-in  on 
Monday  mornings.  This  latest  but  certainly  abreast- 
with-the-times  society  already  numbers  twenty-four 
members,  who  hail  from  the  office  of  that  mighty  organ. 
The  Times,  Printing  House-square.  Mr.  J.  E.  Griffiths 
is  its  secretary,  and  we  wish  them  every  success.  Of 
course  all  the  gentlemen  connected  with  this  society  are 
“ in  the  know  ” : but  for  the  information  of  our  readers 
we  may  state  that  the  Lychnobites  (being  printers) 

“ work  by  night  and  sleep  by  day.”  The  fourth  rule  on 
their  cards  states  that  the  Fishimj  Gazette  shall  be  sub- 
scribed for,  and  we  hope  shortly  to  be  able  to  announce 
that  they  have  “ had  some  bites,”  although  they  say 
“ Wke  no  bites.” 

******* 

THE  RULING  PASSION. 

“ Romantic  spot ! all  Nature’s  charms 
Displayed  for  longing  eye  to  view  ! 

The  cloudless  sky  above  our  heads 
Lends  to  the  lake  its  azure  hue. 

“ The  mountain  peaks,  that  rear  aloft 
Their  snowclad  heads,  the  varied  green 

Of  trees  that  nestle  on  the  banks. 

All  lend  enchantment  to  the  scene. 

“ The  chalets,  that  o’erlook  the  lake. 

Are  picturesque,  and  please  the  eye  : 

Here  could  I live  in  perfect  peace, 

And  here  in  perfect  peace  could  die.” 

Thus  spake  a happy  tourist  as 

The  steamer  swiftly  ploughed  her  way 

Across  a lake  in  Switzerland 
Upon  a lovely  summer  day. 

And  then  he  for  an  answer  turned 
Unto  his  friend,  who  by  him  stood  ; 

Who  only  said,  ‘‘  I wonder  if 

The  fishing  in  the  lake  is  good  ? ” 

C.  G.  D. 

* * * * * * . .* 

"We  are  receiving  a number  of  letters  of  inquiry  re  the 
forthcoming  Fisheries  Exhibition,  asking  us  whether  we 
have  any  interest  in  the  display.  We  would  answer, 
none  more  than  that  we  are  anxious  to  see  a show  which 
shall  be  a credit  to  the  fraternity  that  we  have  the 
honour  of  representing.  Up  to  the  present,  good  as 
previous  displays  have  been,  they  have  not,  to  out  mind, 
thoroughly  shown  to  the  general  public  the  many 
branches  of  our  sport  of  sports.  The  Aquarium  authori- 
ties who  have  the  matter  in  hand,  are,  we  believe,  the 
ri^'ht  men,  and  they  will  do  the  right  thing. 

° ******* 
Notably,  sea  angling  has  never  yet  been  placed  fully 
before  Londoners,  the  only  ideas  many  have  with  the 
results  of  this  species  of  sport  is  in  connection  with  the 
frying  pan  rather  than  the  glass  case.  It  will  be  re- 
membered in  the  catalogue  of  the  Fisheries  Exhibition 
last  March,  the  question  of  the  price  of  fish  was  brought 
up,  with  the  result  that  this  most  important  matter  was 
mentioned  in  Parliament  and  before  the  London  County 
Council.  V\’e  understand  the  question  will  be  again 
raised,  and  we  are  asked  to  announce  that  any  informa- 
tion on  this  matter  will  be  welcomed  by  the  organisers 
of  the  exhibition. 

******* 

A GOOD  citcb  of  pike  wa3  taken  on  Wroxham  Broad 
on  the  12th  inst.,  by  Mr.  John  Jimpson,  of  the  King’s 
Head,  Wroxham,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Ireland,  of  Norwich. 
Ten  fish  weighed  501b  , and  the  largest  one  scaled  lOJlb., 
the  next  best  being  6ilb. 

******* 
Writing  from  Stroud  Green,  Mr.  A.  E.  Mason  says  : 
“ Fishing  with  a friend  in  the  River  Avon  on  Monday 
last  we  caught  eighteen  jack,  weighing  over  901b.,  twelve 
fish  falling  to  one  rod.” 

«**#•#* 

A MEMBER  of  the  Junior  Fly-fishers  (,Mr.  Walker) 
recently  took  a roach  of  2lb.  3oz.  It  was  shown  at 
headquarters.  The  Citizen,  70,  Honndsditch.  The  fish  was 
in  splendid  condition,  and  is  being  cased  by  Mr.  H.  Hesse, 
of  Old  Ford. 


Mr.  a.  Jardine  will  read  a paper  at  the  Serapis 
Angling  Society,  Nevill  Arms,  Novill-road,  Stoke 
Newington,  N.,  on  Wednesday  evening  next,  Nov.  22, 
at  8.30  p.m.  All  anglers  are  invited  to  support  the 
reader,  the  subject  being  “ ’Thames  Fishing  Fifty  Years 
Ago.”  Atreatisin  store  for  anglers  who  can  attend, as 
the  club-room  itself  is  alone  worth  a visit,  without  the 
additional  fact  that  the  president  of  the  Serapis  will 

lecture.  * 

******* 

Mr.  Eldridge’s  Pulborough  and  Amberley  excur- 
sions (fare  2s.  63.)  are  responsible  for  some  of  the  finest 
specimen  fish  which  have  been  recorded  for  yeaM  past. 
For  the  most  part  they  are  being  taken  from  the  Cental 
Association  waters.  On  the  12th  inst.  Mr.  Stone,  of  the 
St.  Thomas’s,  had  a roach  of  21b.  2Joz.  ; Messrs.  Van- 
hegan.  Hill,  and  Biggs,  some  very  nice  roach  and  bream  ; 
and  different  anglers  between  them  have  taken  over  a 
dozen  roach  weighing  more  than  l|lb.  each. 

******* 

Halcyon  says  ; “ 'The  past  week  has  been  a v^y 

puzzling  one  so  far  as  grayling  fishing  is  concerned.  On 
the  Yore  sport  has  been  excellent,  but  on  the  Wharte 
quite  the  reverse.  Mr.  F.  E.  Pemberton,  fishing  on 
Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday,  on  the  Tanfield  Club 
water,  killed  twenty-one,  twenty-five,  and  sixteen  fish 
respectively  ; while  a most  expert  angler  toiled  the  whole 
of  Monday  at  Ilkley  for  a brace.  On  Thursday  a friend 
and  I fished  the  same  water,  but  the  result  was  only 
four  grayling.  The  water,  weather,  in  fact  everything, 
appeared  perfect,  but  evidently  they  were  not  on. 
Both  rivers  have  been  on  the  big  side,  but  wby  they 
should  be  well  on  the  feed  on  the  Yore^and  dead  off  on 
the  Wharfe  is  indeed  a mystery  to  me.” 

* * * * * * 

On  the  I2th  inst.  Messrs.  Lovett  and  Pope,  of  the 
Amicable  Excelsior  and  Independent  Brothers  Angling 
Society,  piloted  by  Corkey-Coxen,  succeeded,  in  spite  ot 
the  bitter  north  east  wind,  in  taking 35lb.  of  good  roach, 
that  grand  roach  bait  bread  crust  accounting 
them.  The  fish  were  afterwards  shown  at  the  White 
Swan,  Twickenham. 

* * * * * * T 

Mr.  Frank  Hinton,  who  takes  over  the  Bull  Inn, 
Ware,  on  the  29 ch  inst.,  asks  us  to  announce  the  fact 
that  ho  intends  to  give  a substantial  sum  (.£5)  to  be 
Spent  in  prizes  which  shall  be  fished  for  in  the  Lea,  at 
Ware,  on  Dec.  3.  A meeting  (to  which  anglers  are 
invited)  will  be  held  at  the  Bull  Inn,  on  Nov.  26,  to 
form  a prize  committee.  This  augurs  well  for  the 
future  success  of  this  well-known  hostelry.  Farther 
particulars  will  be  given  when  the  committee  have  taken 
“ the  Bull  ” by  the  horns. 

# * * * * * * . . 

A Devon  correspondent  writes  : “ While  spinning 
the  solid  minnow  for  salmon  on  the  Hon.  Mark  RoUe  s- 
water  on  the  Taw,  a trout  of  near  jlb.,  as  I judge, 
took  the  minnow  ; as  I was  winding-in  the  trout  got  on, 
but  on  taking  up  the  minnow  I found  on  one  triangle  a 
partly  digested  miller’s  thumb  ” of  about  three  inches 
in  length,  clearly  the  early  part  of  the  trout  s breakfast. 

******* 

While  sport  on  the  Lea  continues  to  be  generally 
unsatisfactory,  it  is  pleasant  to  hear  of  such  a notable 
streak  of  good  fortune  as  befell  a well-known  North 
London  schoolmaster  a few  days  ago.  Fishing  at 
Enfield,  presumably  in  the  Small  Arms  Factory  water, 
he  captured  a brace  of  pike  weighing  211b.  The  proverb 
which  records  the  result  of  “ sparing  the  rod  was 
evidently  taken  to  heart  by  this  gentleman’s  parents  or 
guardians.  This  catch  may  serve  to  give  heart  to  those 
easily  discouraged  anglers  who  have  dolefully  condemned 
the  Lea  as  “played  out”  just  because  an  exceptional 
season  has  produced  conditions  particularly  unfavour- 
able to  sport  on  that  and  many  other  rivers. 

******* 

We  have  received  from  Mr.  Brougham  some  of  the 
“ leaflets  ” which  are  being  freely  distributed  amongst 
anglers,  setting  forth  the  “ illegal  offences  ” such  as 
trailing,  live  and  dead  gorge  fishing,  suatching,  snaring, 
night  lines,  fixed  hooks,  &c  , &c.,  and  every  angler  will 
do  well  to  secure  a copy  through  the  secretary  of  his 
club.  We  shall  have  something  to  say  on  “ live  and 
dead  gorge  fishing  ” aftir  we  have  taken  counsel  s 
opinion.  In  the  meantime,  it  would  be  safer  to  give  up 
fishing  altogether — for,  in  addition  to  “Broughams^ 
babies,”  there  may  be  “Brougham’s  Martyrs. 
Biavan’s  disgorger  is  as  near  perfection  as  it  possibly 
can  be,  but,  in  my  humble  opinion,  it  is  yet  possible  to 
so  injure  a fish  in  extracting  the  bait  tbat^  it  cannot  be 
“ returned  to  the  water  without  serious  injury. 

* * # * # _ * * 

The  Gresham  dinner,  Gresham  library,  Gresham 
exhibition,  Gresham  lectures,  readings,  fly-casting 
tournaments,  sea-fishing  expeditions,  &c.,  &c.,  are 
“fixtures”  which  need  no  comment.  On  Tuesday 
last,  at  supper,  under  the  chairmanship  of  the  eyer- 
green,  ever-genial  E.  H.  Bramley,  who  was  ‘ faced  by 
Messrs.  Bentley  and  Norman,  and  surrounded  by  doctors, 
lawyers,  authors,  divines,  merchants,  et  hoc  genus  omnes. 
Dr.  Patterson  “ su>-prised  ” with  a really  funny  recitation; 
Dr.  Ladell  gave  a most  humorous  reading  of  an  ‘ 'old  friend” 
(Roger  Giles);  Dr.  Cheslitt,  a visitor,  so  far  forgot 
himself  as  to  advise  everybody  to  go  fishing  if  they 
studied  their  health  ; Mr.  C.  Bramley,  although  suffer- 
ing severely  from  a cold,  was  vociferously  encored  in 
bis  extremely  clever  songs  and  accompaniments  ; and 
but  as  an  account  of  this  event  ocenrs  elsewhere,  I can 
only  say  that  in  addition  to  the  120  members  (good  and 
true)  which  constitute  the  “Gresham,”  the  chairman 
during  tbe  evening  introduced  me  to  one  who  is  not  a- 
member— at  present— “ Johnny  Walker.”  Itis  sincerely 
to  be  hoped  that  the  “ Gresham  Supper”  will  become 
an  annual  event.  Dragnet. 
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1^"  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London.  ■ 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below. 

/30  min.  for  Chelsea.  /55  min.  for  Kew. 

UO  „ „ Putney.  W5  ,,  „ Richmond. 

Adds 45  „ ,,  Hammer-  Adds 80  „ ,,  Twicken- 

/ smith.  / ham. 

''50  ,,  ,,  Barnes.  k§5  Teddington 

Example  If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  High  Watee  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday,  Nov 
Sunday, 
Monday, 
Tuesday, 
Wednesday, 
Thursday, 
Friday, 


Morning. 

Evening. 

18  

8.39  

9.15 

19  

9.53  

10.2G 

20  

10  55  

11.22 

21  

— 

22  

0.11  

0 32 

23  

0.53  

1.15 

24  

1.59 

High  Water  at  Amberlet  and  Pulborough. 

Morning.  Evening 

Saturday,  Nov.  18  9.10  9.55 

Sunday,  ,,  19  10.33  ! 11.  G 

Monday,  „ 20  11.35  12.  2 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley. 

Pulborough  will  be  two  hours  forty  minutes  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  EEPORTS. 

Lowex-  Thames.— General  Remarks.— There  is 
a satisfactory  reason  assigned  for  the  large  quantity  of 
small  and  not  altogether  nnsizeable  jack  that  have 
been  caught  by  the  anglers  in  the  course  of  the  last 
few  weeks,  due  no  doubt  to  the  total  abolition  of 
trailing,  and  it  W’ould  have  been  much  better  had  the 
new  bye-laws  come  into  force  earlier.  It  is  also  gratify- 
ing in  many  instances  to  find  the  anglers  have  only 
retained  the  best  fish.  There  can  be  doubt  it  will  bring 
on  the  return  of  jack  fishing  in  the  Thames,  and  sooner 
or  later  both  that  fish  and  the  perch  will  be  as  plentiful 
as  ever.  We  have  not  had  the  river  as  yet  in  the  best 
of  condition  for  jack  fishing,  and  yet  the  results  have 
been  satisfactory  both  as  to  quantity  aud  quality.  In  the 
new  arrangements  of  appointing  assistant  river  keepers 
from  amongst  the  Thames  fishermen  for  the  purpose  of 
being  allowed  to  use  the  bait  or  casting  net  under  the 
new  Fishery  Bye-law.s,  they  will  be  expected  to  assist 
the  other  keepers  in  the  protection  of  the  fishery  as  an 
equivalent  for  the  privileges  thus  afforded  them,  and  the 
additions  that  have  been  made  are  all  attached  to  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society.  There  are  up  to 
the  present  time  thirteen  fishermen  holding  deputations 
between  Kingston  and  Staines,  in  addition  to  those 
regularly  employed  by  the  T.A.P.S.  and  the  Thames 
Conservancy,  and  the  entire  body  of  lock  keepers  also 
hold  deputations  as  assistant  river  keepers.  If  all 
assist  in  the  work  of  protection  the  Lower  Thames  ought 
to  be  well  protected,  and  in  the  new  appointments  the 
men  will  not  be  iiermitted  to  refuse  the  interference  of 
those  regularly  appointed  by  the  T.A.P.S.  in  the 
examination  of  punts  and  other  matters,  as  all  deputa- 
tions are  only  held  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Conserva- 
tors, but  it  is  hoped  that  all  will  cheerfully  unite 
together  in  the  great  work  of  carryingout  the  spirit  and 
letter  of  the  “ Thames  Fishery  Bye-laws  of  1893.”— B 

Upper  Thames.— Anglers  fond  of  jack  fishing  should 
now  pay  the  river  a visit,  for  they  will  assuredly  be 
rewarded,  as  Esoj  lucitis  is  now  well  on  the  feed,  many 
excellent  days’  siiott  having  accrued  during  the  past 
week.  Roach  still  remain  very  much  “off  colour,” 
doubtless  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  rotting  weeds  and 
the  stain  imparted  to  the  water  by  the  fallen  leaves. 
Perch,  in  suitable  waters,  are  readily  taking  minnows, 
but  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  get  a goodly  supply  of 
these  killing  baits.  From  Bray,  Maidenhead,  Cookhain, 
and  the  Bourne  End  districts  jack  are  well  on,  and  in 
the  Marlow  waters  recently  a local  angler  took  over 
201b.  of  decent  fish  of  this  class  live-baiting  with  roach. 
— Maelovi'  Buzz. 

Thames  and  Kennet  (Reading)  —At  Reading  the 
waters,  both  of  Kennet  and  Thames,  are  low  and  clear, 
and  the  consequent  cry  of  none  or  little  sport  comes  to 
hand  from  all  sides.  Both  rivers  have  been  meagrely 
patronised,  and  even  the  most  ardent  anglers  are  loth 
to  venture  forth  in  pursuance  of  their  pastime.  Rain 
must  come  ere  a change  will  appear,  and,  generally 
speaking,  the  outlook  is  decidedly  gloomy. 

Thames  (Hampton). — J.  Langshaw  on  Saturday  got 
two  jack,  one  weighing  61b.,  the  other  81b. 

Thames  (Hampton  Court).— William  Milbonrne 
writes  : “ On  Monday  Mr.  Creswick,  of  East  Moulsey, 
fishing  in  Hampton  Deep,  caught  seven  jack,  the 
1 irgest  81b. --he  returned  six  of  them  again.  A gentle- 
man in  a private  boat  took  three  jack,  which  he  after- 
wards returned  to  the  river.  There  are  more  small  jack 
this  season  than  I have  seen  for  years  now  the  trailing  is 
stopped,  and  1 think  we  shall  have  as  good  a river  for 
jack  as  it  was  years  ago.  We  cannot  do  much  with  the 
roach,  as  the  water  has  been  so  low  and  bright.” 


Thames  (Kingston). — John  Johnson,  in  the  week, 
nine  jack,  three  chub,  and  five  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; 
the  largest  jack  weighed  T^lb.  J.  Knight,  in  two  and  a 
half  days,  sixteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  N.  Bolton, 
in  two  days,  fifteen  and  a half  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 
A gentleman  in  a private  boat  one  day  got  a brace  of 
jack.  The  bank  anglers  have  been  getting  some  roach 
and  dace. 

Thames  (Richmond). — Job  Brain,  sen.,  in  the  week, 
501b.  of  roach  and  dace.  H.  Mansell  has  been  getting 
similar  sport,  and  also  E.  Howard. 

Thames  (Shepperton). — George  Rosewell,  one  day, 
with  Mr.  N.  Chick,  nine  jack,  and  another  day,  with 
Mr.  Thomas  Andrews,  seven  jack,  the  largest  14jlb. 

Thames  (Staines;. — John  Keene,  jun.,  one  day  with 
Mr.  Rogers,  161b.  of  roach  and  chub  ; another  day,  with 
Mr.  Wilson,  201b.  of  roach  and  chub;  another  day, 
with  Mr.  Ellis,  ten  chub  and  three  jack,  the  largest 
Gib.  ; and  another  day,  with  Mr.  Newbury,  seventeen 
chub,  from  11b.  to  31b.  each. 

Thames  (Sunbury). — Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud,  in 
two  days,  seven  jack  and  five  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; 
C.  Meads,  in  one  day,  five  jack  of  21b.  each  and  a perch 
of  IJlb. 

Thames  (Teddington). — W.  McBride,  in  the  week, 
seven  jack  and  forty  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — C.  Brown,  in  four  days, 
501b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; S.  Cole,  in  three  days,  301b.  of 
roach  and  dace  : George  Coxen,  in  two  days.  Glib,  of 
roach  and  dace  (these  fish  were  weighed-in  at  the  Swan 
Hotel)  ; John  Coxen.  in  three  days,  180  roach  and  dace  ; 
J.  Dunn,  in  the  week,  451b.  of  roach  and  dace;  J.  Frost, 
in  five  and  a half  days,  501b.  of  roach  and  dace  and  three 
barbel  ; Pert  Hammerton,  in  five  days,  G81b.  of  roach  and 
dace  ; and  John  Spong,  in  the  week,  70!b.  of  roach  and 
dace. 

Thames  CWindsor). — A nice  water  is  flowing  for 
chub  and  jack,  though,  of  course,  it  would  be  better 
if  a good  sweeping  flood  were  just  clearing  off,  as 
there  is  a vast  accumulation  of  rotted  weed  and 
other  debris  still  about.  Very  few  anglers  are  out ; 
suppose  they  are  waiting  for  the  long-hoped-for 
push  of  water.  Had  I the  time,  should  just  like  to 
start  at  Maidenhead  about  8 a.m.,  with  a friend,  to  scull 
and  spin  all  the  likely  spots  with  gudgeon,  an  excellent 
s])inning  bait  for  bright  waters.  Daring  the  week  Mr. 
Hewlett,  of  Eton,  has  had  nine  jack,  351b.,  on  one  occa- 
sion getting  three  in  twenty  minutes,  and  running  two 
others.  I am  visiting  Tonbridge  next  week,  for  a day’s 
piking  on  private  water  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
should  be  pleased  to  meet  any  client  or  brother  angler 
at  the  Bull  Hotel,  after  7 p.m.  on  Monday  night,  espe- 
cially if  he  can  arrange  me  a day  on  the  Wednesday, 
or  some  future  time.— B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Aucliolme  District. — Not  much  angling  has  been 
done  during  the  past  week,  and  visitors  are  less  numerous. 
Pike  are  now  getting  into  good  condition,  but  few 
anglers  look  after  them.  Between  400  and  500  yearling 
trout  go  into  the  Thorganby  stream,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Binbrook  and  Swinhope,  this  week  from  the 
Manor  Fishery,  and  other  batches  will  follow  shortly 
to  different  local  waters. — Thomas  Ford. 

Arun. — The  river  is  now'  in  fair  order.  Several 
specimen  roach  have  been  caught  in  the  Amberley  dis- 
trict this  week,  whilst  baskets  have  ranged  from  21b.  to 
141b.  Mr.  Stone,  of  the  Second  Surrey,  captured  a 
roach  at  Amberley  of  21b.  3toz.  A Penge  angler  also 
took  some  heavy  fish  there,  and  a one-armed  fisherman 
was  successful  in  lauding  a 21b.  roach.  Perch  have 
been  off  feed,  but  one  of  ijlb.  was  caught  at  Bury  early 
in  the  week.  Bream  are  still  feeding,  and  I saw  two 
fish  on  Sunday,  which  had  been  caught  in  the  Arun, 
weighing  21b.  13.)oz.  and  3ib.  — Goosequill. 

Cambridgeshire  — Pike  Fishing.  — Some  excel- 
lent catches  are  reported  from  the  county.  On  Thurs- 
day Mr.  Shaw,  Mr.  Swan,  and  Mr.  Agger  (Cambridge) 
captured  some  fine  specimens,  including  fish  weighing 
12lb.,  51b.,  31b.,  and  21b.,  at  Earith  Bridge.  On  Monday, 
at  the  same  place,  some  fish  weighing  81b.,  51b.,  and  4^16. 
were  grassed.  Mr.  Squires  (Jolly  Anglers)  took  irom 
the  .same  waters  five  pike,  the  largest  scaling  81b.,  and 
also  a perch,  21b.  About  70lb,  of  fish  has  also  been 
taken  from  the  old  West  river. — E.  A.  S. 

Cornish  Sti’eams. — The  Camel  is  in  fair  size,  but 
very  clear;  a heavy  shower  would  be  of  immense  value 
to  it.  Salmon  are  now  running  in  considerable  quantities. 
Downing  got  two  rf  111b.  each,  and  two  other  rods  fish 
of  101b.  and  91b.  Compared  with  last  year,  the  takes  of 
salmon  are  wonderfully  small.  At  Wadebridge,  the  head 
of  the  estuary  of  the  Camel,  most  unusually  large 
numbers  of  herrings  are  being  taken  nightly.  The 
inhabitants  do  not  remember  such  catches  before.  Rods 
have  been  busier  on  the  Fowey  than  usual,  owing  to  the 
better  condition  of  the  water.  Several  salmon  have  bean 
seen  and  hcoked,  but  the  takes  have  been  singularly 
small.  It  i.s  to  be  regretted  that  fishermen  will  still  take 
peal  (sea-trout).  The  sea.son  for  these  fish  is  naturally, 
although  not  legally,  over  by  the  middle  of  October. — 
Bodmin. 

Derwent  (Cumberland).  — The  river  settled  into 
order  just  in  time  to  show'  a few  diys’  sport  before  the 
close  of  the  season  (14tb  iiist.).  The  following  is  a list 
of  captures  .-—Messrs.  J.  Walker,  one,  201ti.  ; J.  Bell, 
one,  181b.  ; 1).  Sanderson,  Plumbland,  two,  231b.  and 
171b.  ; J.  Thompson.  Eiableton,  three,  201b.,  171b.,  and 
141b.;  G.  Pearson,  one,  Gib.;  D.  Telford,  throe,  241b., 
121b.,  and  51b.  ; J.  Benson,  one,  181b.  ; T.  G.  Banks, 
one,  1111).  ; J.  Wilson,  one,  201b.  ; Isaac  Barnes,  one, 
201b.  ; R.  A.  Hewitt,  one,  221b.  ; Dalgleish,  Work- 
ington, one,  221b.  ; J.  D.  Ray,  one,  17Ib.  ; C.  Higgins, 
one,  231b.;  M.  Thompson,  one,  18lb.  ; J .Allinson, 
two,  181b.  and  71b. ; Kidd,  Armathwaite  Hall  Lodge,  | 
two,  181b.  and  141b.  ; G.  Lowthian,  Keswick,  one,  81b. ; 
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John  Clarke,  Great  Broughton,  one,  Gib  ; Daniel 
Sanderson,  Parsonby,  one,  22lb. ; James  Newman,  Great 
Broughton,  one,  201b.  ; Joseph  Waite,  Great  Broughton, 
one,  171b.;  Wm.  Stanley,  Greysouthen,  one,  241b.; 
M.  Wilson,  Great  Broughton,  one,  38ilb.  ; John  Wilson, 
Aspatria,  one,  Gib.  ; Henry  Haig-,  Whitehaven,  one, 
231b.;  R.  Musgrave,  three,  301b.,  171b.,  and  141b.;  C. 
Webb,  one,  181b.  ; J.  Atkinson,  two,  201b.  and  81b. ; 
H.  Robinson,  two ; and  R.  Irving,  one. — Maeblestke. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks).— We  have  had  very 
few  rods  at  work  during  the  past  fortnight,  due,  no 
doubt,  to  the  cold,  wet  weather.  The  river  is  now  clear 
of  weeds,  and  the  water  is  in  better  fishing  order  than  it 
has  been  for  months  past. — H. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Water  is  now  in  better 
trim  than  it  has  been  for  some  time.  Nothing  seems  to 
have  been  attempted  save  on  the  Birdsgrove  water  this 
week,  and  sport  has  not  been  good  on  this  length.— 
D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — The  angling  season  closed  on 
Wednesday,  the  15th,  and  is  described  by  that  interest- 
ing and  reliable  individual,  “the  oldest  inhabitant,”  as 
the  w'orst  he  has  ever  known  for  both  salmon  and  trout. 
The  last  week  has  given  a I'ather  better  record,  especially 
in  the  Angling  Association  waters  near  Carlisle,  where 
Mr.  Sayers  billed  three,  lllb.,  241b.,  341b.  ; Mr.  Joseph 
Fox,  two,  161b.,  221b  ; Mr.  Wilson,  one,  22Ib.  ; Capt. 
Slater,  three,  141b.,  191b.,  271b.  ; Mr.  T.  Warwick,  one, 
201b.  ; Mr.  T.  Parkins,  one,  181b.  ; Messrs.  Grey,  Rigg, 
J.  W.  Graham,  .1.  Tally,  Lambert,  Wm.  Smith,  John 
Brown,  and  James  Matthews,  each  one,  from  161b.  to  241b. 
In  the  Rickerby  water,  Mr.  A.  Johnston  had  three, 
181b.,  201b.,  221b. ; Mr.  Macinnes,  one  18lb. ; and  Mr. 
John  Macinnes,  one  221b.  At  Crosby,  Colonel  Sharp 
landed  two,  101b.  and  201b. ; and  Mr.  Beaufort,  one  281b. 
In  the  Cargo  water,  Robert  Bone  had  three,  61b.,  lllb., 
2()lb.  ; James  Bone,  two,  151b.  and  221b. ; Thomas  Bone, 
Robinson  Bone,  D.  Mason,  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Collingwood 
each  one,  from  151b.  to  201b.  Six  fish  were  killed  above 
Armathwaite,  one  as  high  up  as  Warcop.  — Silver 
Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Though  the  angling  season  on  this 
river  is  at  an  end,  considerable  interest  in  the  up-going 
of  the  salmon  and  salmon  trout  is  manifested.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  the  tidal  river  is  full  of  salmon.  Even  in 
the  bridge  way  —quite  a mile  from  the  nearest  spawning 
bed — they  are  crowded,  and  repeatedly  leap.  In  the 
pools  and  “ dumps  ” below  Ruswarp  dam  they  are  con- 
gregated in  hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  waiting  for  a 
flood,  by  which  they  may  carry  themselves  over  the 
obstructions,  and  so  on  to  their  natural  ground.  In  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  river  the  water  is  exceedingly 
scarce,  and  a great  flood  is  much  wanted ; indeed, 
should  there  be  no  sufficiently  copious  rains  soon,  so  as 
to  swell  the  river,  many  thousands  of  fish  must  die.  — 
J.  J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  cold  weather  of 
last  week  has  changed  again  to  a mild  and  muggy  state 
of  affairs,  and  sport  generally  has  been  of  rather  a quiet 
character.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Cleak  killed  a small  pike 
of  31b.  at  the  Guards’  Garden,  and  Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts 
took  one  of  the  same  size  a little  lower  down  the  river. 
The  best  fish  I have  heard  of  was  one  of  61b.,  which  fell 
to  the  rod  of  Mr.  John  Mooi-e,  of  Exwick.  To-day 
(Wednesday)  I had  a run  over  the  Lower  Cowley  water 
with  a spinning  bait,  and  took  three,  of  about  31b.  each. 
This  appears  to  be  about  the  general  size  of  the  pike  in 
this  water, — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  Waters  (South.  Lincolnshire). — In  spite  of 
the  cold  weather  there  has  been  a good  deal  of  angling, 
but  many  have  left  bottom  fishing  and  taken  to  trolling. 
The  roach  and  perch,  however,  are  easily  taken,  and 
fishermen  prepared  to  stand  the  cold  need  not  fear  getting 
good  baskets.  Gentles  and  worm  respectively  are  re- 
ported as  being  the  best  lures,  and  those  who  have  turned 
their  attention  to  these  fish  have  done  fairly  well.  Large 
catches  of  roach  are  reported  from  Pode  Hole,  and  at 
Surfleet ; on  the  Welland  also  there  have  been  good  roach 
catches.  Eels  still  prove  plentiful  on  many  of  the  drains, 
and  some  capital  lots  of  them  are  being  taken.  The 
trollcrs  are  getting  among  the  pike.  On  the  Forty -foot 
and  adjacent  drains,  and  on  the  North  and  South  Drove 
drains,  good  pike  have  been  got,  the  best  runningto  81b. 
and  91b.  Mr.  Brogden,  of  the  Spalding  Club,  has  again 
got  hold  of  a number  of  pike,  but  his  best  has  been  about 
Gib.  The  banks  of  the  drains  in  some  places  are  very 
slippery,  which  makes  trolling  rathe.r  dangerous  unless 
care  is  used. — Limpet. 

Granta  (Whittlesford). — Water  still  very  low,  and 
prospects  unpromising. — Whitzer. 

Idle  (North  Notts). — Angling  is  getting  rather  flat 
on  the  Idle  since  the  setting  in  of  the  colder  weather, 
but  fishermen  have  gone  in  for  more  pike  fishing.  For 
this  they  chiefly  visit  the  drains  in  the  lower  district. 
Some  fair  success  is  spoken  of  among  anglers,  but  par- 
ticulars are  difficult  to  obtain.  Some  of  the  pike  fishers 
of  this  district  have  lately  been  to  the  back  waters  of 
the  Trent,  where  they  find  good  sport.  Just  now  they 
seem  to  be  doing  well  among  chub.  The  water  of  the 
Trent  is  now  in  tine  condition  for  this  kind  of  fishing. 
In  the  upper  waters  of  the  Idle  gentlemen  keep  giving 
the  grayling  a turn,  and  several  nice  dishes  of  fish  have 
been  brought  into  Retford.  The  fish  are  pretty  nume- 
rous, and  the  water  is  now  favourable  for  the  worm  or 
gentle  fishers. — L. 

Lea  (Broxhouriie). — The  water  is  now  in  splendid 
condition,  and  prospects  for  fishing  look  good.  Only  a 
few  fish  have  been  taken  lately  on  account  of  the  con- 
tinued brightness  of  the  water. — B. 

Lea  (Ware). — There  has  not  been  anything  done  on 
the  river  here  worth  recording  since  my  last  report,  but 
we  have  had  some  nice  rains  this  week,  and  prospects 
look  brighter  for  the  19th  inst.,  when  the  Good  Intent’s 
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fish  here  for  their  Christmas  prizes.  Mr.  Frank  Hinton, 
who  takes  over  this  house  on  tlie  2Dth,  will  bo  happy  to 
meet  representatives  of  clubs  at  this  house  on  Nov.  2fi 
to  arraiiffe  a match  to  be  fished  here  on  Dec.  2,  when 
he  will  grivo  cash  prizes  value  ^85,  open  to  all  comers  ; 
all  fish  to  ho  weighed-in  at — The  Bull  Inn. 

Iiea  and  Stoi't. — The  rains  of  the  last  few  days  and 
nights  should  have  a good  effect.  Perch  and  jack  have 
been  on  the  move  lately,  but  only  small  fish  have  been 
taken.  On  Saturday  last  an  angle)'  took  :iinoteen  perch, 
but  was  only  able  to  retain  ten  of  them  as  being  size- 
able. A good  many  small  jack  have  also  been  caught. 
Some  roach  and  a good  barbel  have  been  taken  near 
Ponder’s  End.  There  is  a fair  stock  of  the  latter  kind 
of  fish  in  that  district,  but  they  are  seldom  caught,  as  so 
few  fishermen  care  to  go  to  the  necessary  trouble  and 
expense  in  baiting  up  for  them.  At  Waltham  Abbey,  Mr. 
J.  Lapwood  has  had  a few  nice  roach  ; a few  perch  and 
jack  have  also  been  caught,  but  they  have  run  sriiall.  In 
the  open  competition  held  there  on  the  12th  inst, , the 
prizes  were  not  taken  ; therefore  it  will  be  resumed  on  the 
19th  inst.  Only  a few  entries  have  as  yet  been  received  fo 
the  representative  roach  contest.  The  list  will  remain 
open  a little  longer,  and  the  Is.  entrance  for  the 
sweepstake  will  be  optional.  The  fishing  at  Seward- 
stone  is  almost  nil,  on  account  of  the  weeds,  but  this 
will  possibly  be  remedied  by  the  drainage  improvements. 
The  water  to-day  (Thursday)  in  both  rivers  is  in  fair 
order,  and  the  weather  seems  more  genial  and  settled. — 
Spliced  Joint. 

lieicester.  — Angling  in  Leicestershire  during  the 
week  has  been  of  a most  desultory  character.  With 
the  rain  still  holding  off,  the  waters  are  gradually  going 
from  bad  to  worse,  being  very  low,  and  no  strea)n.  Only 
the  professional  element  have  been  out,  and  many  of 
these  have  been  bait  catching,  there  being  a good 
demand  for  baits  at  this  period  of  the  year.  Several  of 
those  out  daily  made  good  baskets,  the  chief  items 
being;  Mr.  Shelton,  131b.  roach;  Mr.  Prime,  91b.  ; Mr. 
Smith,  71b.  ; also  pike,  51b.  2oz.  ; and  Messrs.  Bicknell, 
Thompson,  and  Hobbs  took  a few  brace  of  good  pike. 
Away  from  the  town  matters  piscatorial  have  been  very 
quiet,  not  many  anglers  caring  to  roam  far  from  home. 
Results  have  been  of  a discouraging  character  owing  to 
causes  stated  above. 

Lug'g'  and  Arro'w  (Leominster).  — Both  these 
streams  are  low  and  clear,  but  in  good  grayling  fishing 
order.  The  weather  has  been  fine,  and  suitable  for 
anglers  to  get  out,  and  the  fish  have  been  rising  well  at 
mid-day.  The  best  flies  are  the  Willow,  Red  Tag,  and 
Green  Insect.  Grasshopper  and  maggot  fishing  should 
prove  successful.  A fair  number  of  anglers  have  been 
out,  and  sport  is  better.  The  Pinsley  is  low  and  clear. — 
GWV  NNE. 

Luggr,  Arro-w,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 

Rivers  are  at  low  summer  level,  and  very  clear ; in 
capital  order  for  grayling  fishing.  Weather  dull  and 
favourable.  Very  few  rods  out,  and  not  much  done  with 
fly,  though  sink  and  draw,  swimming  worm,  and  inaggot 
are  fairly  successful.  Best  flies  are  Whirling  Willows, 
Mid  Blue,  Red  Tag,  and  Red  Palmer  (autumn  dressing). 
Grayling  are  now  in  the  pink  of  condition. — R.  T. 
Williams. 

Med'way  (Maidstone).— Water  in  good  condition 
for  all-round  fishing,  but  not  much  been  done  among  the 
roach  or  bream.  Some  very  good  pike  were  taken  below 
the  bridge  on  the  12th.— W.  Shrubsolb. 

Med'way  (Tonbridge). —A  blank  week  as  regards 
the  taking  of  sizeable  fish,  not  many  anglers  out.  Good 
rain  Tuesday  night,  but  must  have  a lot  more  before  the 
river  becomes  coloured.  With  a change  of  wind  there 
should  be  some  good  sport  with  the  jack,  for,  despite  the 
saying  that  a N.E.  wind  is  the  best  for  pike,  we  do  not 
find  it  so  on  this  river.  Wind  at  the  present  time  in  the 
south. — R.  E.  W. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — The  water  is  low,  but  as 
the  weather  is  suitable  many  ardent  followers  of  Old 
Izaak  have  been  visiting  their  old  haunts  by  the 
river.  Roach  are  feeding  fairly,  but  not  many  have 
been  caught  of  any  size.  Mr.  Hollis  made  a good 
basket  on  Monday.  Pike  are  wall  on  the  feed,  and  some 
good  catches  have  been  made,  one  angler  landing  a 
12-pounder.  Mr.  Turner,  of  Peterborough,  caught  two, 
weighing  221b.,  at  Tallington  B-allast  Hole  on  Saturday  ; 
Mr.  Hollis,  on  Monday,  landed  several,  but  not  very 
large  ones. — E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Great  Paxton).— Water  still  bright,  jack  a 
little  on  the  fee4  Eight  nice  fish  were  taken  there  last 
week,  and  six  fish  missed.  A gentleman  went  fishing 
for  roach  last  .Saturday  afternoon,  and  caught  five  dozen 
good  roach  in  three  hours,  and  a lady  fishing  a few 
yards  from  him  caught  even  more  than  that  number  in 
the  same  time,;  and  the  next  afternoon  the  same  lady 
Mled  a peck  bag,  in  the  same  swim,  of  good  roach.  They 
were  all  taken  with  boiled  wheat. — W.  Ducker. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— Waterlstill  exceedingly  clear, 
and  sport  on  the  whole  rather  poor.  1 was  out  with  a 
friend  on  Friday  last  pike  fishing,  but  the  pike  would 
not  look  at  a spinning  bait.  We  had  several  runs  on 
Jardine  snap,  only  landed  four,  two  of  which  were  re- 
turned. The  largest  retained  weighed  nearly  01b.,  and 
afforded  me  excellent  sport  on  single  gut  trace  and 
small  hooks.  Several  local  anglers  have  had  here  and 
there  a fish,  but  nothing  of  any  size.  The  weather  just 
now  is  so  dreary  and  uncomfortable,  and  the  water  so 
out  of  condition  that  anglers  all  along  the  river  are  con- 
spicuous by  their  absence.  Nothing  of  importance  will, 
I believe,  be  done  until  we  have  been  favoured  with  a 
heavy  rain  to  flush  the  water  and  wash  away  the  fast 
decaying  weeds. — B. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Jack  have  been  feeding  a 
little  better  this  week,  but  not  many  sizeable  ones 
taken,  but  should  the  weather  continue  foggy  and 


heavy  1 think  sport  will  improve,  as  the  water  is  not 
in  very  good  condition. — H.  Rout. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — The  water  here  is  still  as  clear 
as  gin,  and  there  is  no  stream.  A few  odd  pike  have 
occasionally  bee)i  taken  up  to  31b.  or  41b,,  b)it  I would 
advise  anglers  to  wait  until  I can  send  a favourable 
report,  if  they  wish  for  decent  sport. — N. 

Se'vern  (Shre'wsbury).  —A  few  anglers  have  taken 
advantage  of  the  favourable  pike  fishing  weather,  and 
have  been  well  rewarded.  Mr.  G.  Pox,  jun.,  aiid  a 
friend,  had  a very  successful  day  on  Monday,  their  joint 
captures  amounted  to  no  less  than  .501b.  weight  of  fi.sh, 
these,  however,  were  taken  in  some  private  water  near 
Shrewsbur,y.  The  pike  were  in  excellent  condition,  the 
average  weight  being  .51b.  Many  of  the  larger  pools 
around  Shrewsbury  will  at  the  present  time  yield 
excellent  sport,  pike,  perch,  and  roach  being  abundant 
in  the  more  extensive  sheets  of  water.  Permission  to 
angle  may  readily  be  obtained,  and  the  frosty  weather 
has  made  the  fish  feed  well.  The  Severn  and  its  tribu- 
taries also  are  in  grand  order,  and  good  fishing  may  be 
indulged  in. — W.  E.  Edwards. 

Severn,  Vyrn'wy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanyniy- 
nech.). — The  very  fine  weather  we  have  recently  been 
favoured  with  continued  until  Tuesday,  when  a change 
for  the  worse  occurred,  and  after  rain  throughout  that 
day,  it  still  continues  cold  and  foggy  but  the  rivers  are  not 
mchu  affected  by  the  rainfall,  and  remain  in  good  con- 
dition. The  Board  of  Trade  has  sanctioned  the  pro- 
posed increase  in  the  price  of  trout  licences,  and  in 
future,  in  the  counties  of  Salop,  Montgomery,  and  Den- 
bigh, anglers  will  be  charged  2s.  each  instead  of  Is.  for 
the  privilege  of  fishing  for  trout  in  that  portion  of  the 
Severn  and  its  tributaries  which  flow  through  the  above- 
mentioned  counties.  Elsewhere  the  licences  will  be  Is. 
each  as  before. — Vtrnwt. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— A heavy  rain  on  Tuesday 
night  in  this  district  has  thickened  the  river  up  into 
good  roach  fishing  colour,  and  some  good  sport  should 
now  be  had  amongst  the  roach.  Plenty  of  sport  has 
been  had  in  the  past  week,  but  the  fish  have  run  small, 
good  roach,  in  the  clear  water,  being  very  shy.  A 
London  angler  had  91b.,  while  a local  angler  took 
101b.  in  a few  hours’  fishing.  Perch  have  also  been 
feeding  well,  though  I have  heard  of  no  large  ones 
being  taken,  while  pike  have  also  been  feeding,  but 
the  water  is  now  full  thick  for  them.  A good  fish  of 
llilb.  was  captured  on  Saturday  under  peculiar  circum- 
stances. Mr.  G.  Smith,  of  Bures,  had  a run  with  the 
fish,  which,  in  playing,  broke  andp-an  away  with  most  of 
his  line.  Mr.  A.  Webber  was  spinning  about  40  yards 
below  him,  and  his  flight  got  entangled  in  the  broken 
line,  which  he  managed  to  secure,  and  played  the  fish 
until  gaffed  by— W.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Hivei’S.  — The  bright  days  are  few,_andthe 
weather  generally  cold  and  wet,  and  bottom  fishing  very 
unpleasant  and  unprofitable.  Pike  have  not  been  feeding 
well  since  Saturday,  when  at  the  basin  at  Chichester 
Canal  five  fish  were  taken  with  live  bait,  averaging  51b. 
A fish  of  8Jlb.  was  secured  on  Friday,  and  a brace  of 
smaller  ones.  A visitor  spinning  on  Monday  secured 
a brace  of  small  fish.  The  bream  fishermen  have  done 
fairly  well,  but  nothing  exceeding  21b.  in  weight  has 
come  under  my  notice.  From  the  reach  between  the 
Birdham  locks  several  pike  and  perch  are  reported.  A 
brace  of  pike,  weighing  together  13|lb.,  several  of  31b.  to 
51b.,  and  perch  up  to  2Jlb.  This  water,  althoughbank  high, 
is  too  weedy  for  spinning,  and  paternostering  is  found 
the  most  killing  method.  A visitor  to  the  Rother  on 
Saturday  landed  four  pike  from  the  Selham  reaches,  one 
of  61b.  and  the  remainder  fish  of  about  41b. — all  taken  with 
paternoster,  using  gudgeon  as  bait.  Some  good  perch 
were  taken  early  in  the  week,  but  roach  were  not  feeding 
well.  Roaching  on  the  Ouse,  both  above  Barcombe  and 
below  Lewes,  has  been  fairly  good,  and  with  worm  some 
few  fish  up  to  lib.  2oz.  have  been  taken.  Among  a few 
pike  taken  from  the  upper  water  was  a fish  of  8jlb., 
caught  with  spinning  tackle.  A few  chub  up  to  21b.  are 
also  noted.  Some  good  roach  have  been  secured  from 
near  the  sluice  on  the  tidal  water  of  the  Adnr,  and  a 
few  flat  fish  and  dace.  Mullet  are  in  the  harbours,  and 
should  afford  sport  with  ragworm.  The  pier  and  coast 
fishing  among  whiting,  codling,  and  flounders  is  now 
remunerative. — George  F.  Salter. 

Ta'w  (N.  Devon). — A few  salmon  have  been  taken 
sincelmy  last,  besides  salmon  peal.  I saw  a bull  trout  lib. 
weight,  and  I was  told  a gentleman  got  one  over  201b.  in 
the  Taw.  This  is  worse  as  a fishing  season  than  last, 
and  maybe  accounted  for  by  the  fishnet  being  able  to 
go  down  earlier  to  sea,  and  the  nets  having  been  at 
work  up-to-day.  -A  live  seal  was  carried  through  the 
streets  this  day,  caught  in  the  neighbourhood.— Rusty 
Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  water  in  this  part  is  still 
running  in  good  order  for  angling.  The  weather  has 
turned  dull,  with  foggy  mornings,  and  grayling  have 
been  sporting  well  at  the  fly.  Pike  have  been  tried, 
but  they  have  not  been  feeding  of  late.  In  the  water 
near  New  Bridge  several  very  good  grayling  were 
landed  with  the  fly.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Led- 
wyche,  are  all  in  fair  order  for  fishing.  In  the  Ony, 
Corve,  and  Clun  sport  has  been  fairly  good  with  the  fiy 
this  week.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  district  the  river  is  now 
running  in  capital  order  for  angling.  The  cold  weather 
has  turned  mild,  with  foggy  mornings,  and  grayling  have 
been  feeding  well  at  the  fly.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Led- 
wyche  are  all  low  and  clear. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — Angling  in  the  Newark  district 
still  remains  unsatisfactory,  a few  chub  and  dace  repre- 
senting the  chief  take,  the  weeds  being  as  troublesome 
as  ever  to  the  pike  spinners  in  the  low  water.  From 
the  Muskham  water  Messrs.  Croom  and  Corner  have 


secured  about  a dozen  pike,  all  of  small  size,  and  Mr. 
A.  Lees  chub  up  to  21b.  each  ; and  near  the  Bottom 
Locks  Mr.  Chilton  a pretty  chub  weighing  21b.  lOoz. 
Some  good  dace  continue  to  be  shown,  on  Monday  Mr. 
A.  Sharpe  taking  one  over  9oz.  with  cockspur  worm  ; 
but  the  flush  of  water  that  is  required  appear, s as  distant 
as  ever. — Trentsider. 

Wimbledon  Lake  (Wimbledon).— On  the  12th 
inst.,  Mr.  Oliver,  jack  of  4‘,lb.  ; and  Tuesday,  Mr.  B. 
Arnold,  twenty-one  roach.  It  might  be  beneficial  to 
your  readers  to  know  that  I always  have  a supply  of  live 
bait  at  the  lake.— A.  Newham,  Keeper. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln).— Pike  fishing  is  the 
chief  attraction  for  those  who  are  visiting  the  Witham, 
and  plenty  of  fish  are  to  be  found  in  the  lower  lengths 
towards  Boston.  Most  of  those  who  cc>me  down  to 
Boston  try  the  waters  towards  Kirkstead  in  preference 
to  the  drains  which  converge  at  that  place,  though  1 
hear  the  subscribers  on  the  South  Forty-foot  have  no 
cause  to  complain  The  frosts  and  the  colder  weather 
are  causing  the  bank  weeds  to  die,  and  heavy  fish  m'ay 
be  landed  with  less  risk.  Several  very  good  fish  were 
among  the  best  specimens.  Anglers  in  some  cases  have 
been  after  chub  and  roach,  and  some  capital  specimens 
have  been  brought  in.  The  best  chub  are  to  be  found 
three  or  four  miles  above  the  city.  Pith  and  brains  are 
the  unfailing  bait. — Luc'i. 

Wye  and  Ber-went  (Derbyshire).— Both  rivers 
are  low  and  in  good  condition  for  grayling  fly-fishing, 
and  a few  fish  have  been  taken  by  this  method,  but  not 
many  anglers  have  been  out  with  the  fly.  Mr.  H.  Cooper, 
of  Matlock  Bath,  had  two  brace  from  the  Derwent  on 
Monday.  A good  many  anglers  have  been  out  on  the 
various  lengths  of  the  Derwent  with  the  worm  ^and 
maggot,  and  some  have  had  decent  baskets  of  fair  sized 
grayling,  but  the  fish  have  not  fed  well,  nor,  in  my 
opinion,  will  they  until  we  get  some  good  hard  frosts. — 
Dotterel. 

Yare  (Nor'wich). — This  river  has  again  yielded  some 
few  pike,  but  nothing  extra  size  that  I have  heard  of ; 
the  largest  that  has  come  under  my  notice  did  not  weigh 
moi'e  than  61b.  The  weather  has  beeii  nice  and  open, 
and  frosts  during  the  nights  have  prevailed.  The  weeds 
ought  to  be  well  down  now,  and  trailing  afford  good 
sport.  On  the  Bure,  the  early  part  of  this  week,  Mr. 
Jimpson,  of  Wroxbam,  with  a friend,  had  a nice  catch  of 
jack.  Prospects  continue  favoui'able  for  jack  fishing. 
Robert  Moll. 

Yore  and  Wbarfe.  — Very  little  has  been  done 
during  the  past  week  ; a few  grayling  have  been  taken 
at  Ilkley  and  Bnrnsall,  but  nothing  to  speak  of.  The 
best  flies  have  been  Green  Insect,  Dark  Needle,  Blue 
Hawk,  and  Bradshaw’s  Fancy. — FrancisjM.  Walbran 


SEA  FISHING. 

Corn'wall. — We  have  been  having  some  wonderful 
catches  of  herrings  all  around  the  Cornish  coast.  The 
harbours  have  been  literally  swarming  with  fish,  and 
some  of  the  Padstow  boats  had  such  tremendous 
hauls  that  they  commenced  to  sink,  one  just  under 
Bray  Hill  and  the  other  near  the  Doom  Bar,  the  men 
having  to  leave  and  swim  for  their  lives.  Some  of  the 
nets  were  so  loaded  with  fish  that  they  sank  and  could 
not  be  raised  up,  and  others  were  obliged  to  be  cut  in  two 
for  fear  the  boat  would  sink  from  such  a weight  of  fish. 
Padstow  being  an  out-of-the-way  place  to  get  at,  having 
no  railway,  I am  afraid  the  fishermen  will  not  get  so 
much  for  their  catches  as  they  ought  to.  I have  just 
heard  that  there  is  no  hope  of  getting  up  the  Trust  in 
Providence  fishing  boat,  which  sank  on  Friday  night. 
Both  the  boat  and  nets  hold  such  an  enormous  quantity 
of  fish  that  they  would  be  torn  to  pieces  through  any 
attempt  to  clear  them.  As  the  boat  is  not  insured,  the 
loss  will  fall  very  heavily  on  the  owner. — William 
Hearder,  Plymouth. 

Deal. — Nov.  7.  Weather  unsettled  and  sea  too  rough 
for  boat  fishing  ; some  fair  sport  on  the  pier ; two  cod 
landed,  one  weighing  71b.  and  one  41b.  Nov.  8.  Weather 
still  unsettled,  and  water  too  rough  for  boat  fishing  ; pier 
fishing,  one  gentleman  landed  a cod  over  101b. ; a few 
whiting  and  several  smaller  fish  were  taken  by  others. 
Nov.  9.  Weather  still  rough  ; water  very  thick  ; no  boats 
out,  but,  notwithstanding,  a gentleman  landed  a cod 
over  121b.  Nov.  10.  Still  too  rough  for  fishing.  Nov.  11. 
Weather  calm,  but  water  like  mud ; twenty-four  rods 
on  the  pier,  and  only  a few  small  codling  taken. 
Nov.  12.  Strong  winds;  nothing  done  in  the  way  of 
fishing.  Nov.  13.  Weather  inclined  to  change,  and 
should  this  be  the  case  we  may  expect  some  good  sport 
in  two  or  three  days. —Edward  Hanger  (.kgent  British 
Sea  Anglers’  Society). 

Deal. — After  the  stormy  and  N.E.  weather  the 
water  is  smooth  again  and  in  the  right  quarter  for 
fishing.  Sprats  have  come  in  and  all  larger  fish  follow 
up.  Yesterday  there  were  good  takes  of  whiting  and 
codling  with  the  sprat  bait.  On  Nov.  9 a party  from 
London  came  down  and  returned  again  without  wetting 
a line.  It  seems  they  had  arranged  the  excursion  a 
week  previously. — T.  R.  S. 

Great  Yarmouth. — Sea  fishing  still  holds  good  on 
pier  and  jetty,  and  fish  are  larger.  On  Saturday  I took 
twenty  fish,  weighing  221b.,  in  two  hours,  from  the 
pier,  all  with  the  rod  ; on  Monday,  101b.  Mr.  Serth  had 
I 111b’.  ; Mr.  Boning,  91b.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Tunbridge, 
141b., ’and  another  of  71b.  On  Thursday  (on  pier)  Mr. 

I Myers,  sen.,  had  one  fish  of  101b.,  and  Mr.  Myers,  jun., 
one  of  8lb.  The  bait  used  is  lug. — H.  Salinger, 

I Whitby. — The  North  Sea  continues  to  send  in  dense 

shoals  of  billets,  whiting,  dabs,  and  the  like,  aiid  very 
good  sport  is  obtained  by  amateur  fishermen  with  the 
rod  and  line.  The  sport  is  really  good,  especially  with 
the  billets,  which  are  now  at  their  prime.  Mussel  and 
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fresh  herring:,  the  latter  being  very  scarce,  form  the 
best  bait,  thougrh  the  fly,  even  though  rude,  affoi’ds  a 
capital  lure.  The  deep  sea  fishermen  have  done  well 
this  week,  for  each  day  has  witnessed  the  discharge  of 
good  coble  loads  of  fine  fresh  fish,  all  caught  by  the  line. 
— J.  F.  Jackson. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Dee,  Don,  &c. — The  water  has  been  in  splendid  trim 
for  fish  getting  on  to  the  redds,  and  they  have  been 
already  noticed,  even  on  the  mid-reaches,  so  low  down 
as  Dess  and  Kincardine  O’Neil  ; while  on  the  head  water 
and  tributaries  the  spawning  is  about  at  its  height,  and 
in  the  course  of  another  fortnight  will  be  over.  The  season 
is  about  two  or  three  weeks  earlier  than  usual.  As  yet 
the  head  of  fish  to  be  seen  on  the  mid-reaches  is  some- 
what behind  the  normal  average,  butthevare  increasing 
daily,  both  on  the  Dee  and  Don.  Mr.  Duncan,  fishery 
inspector,  has  almost  completed  his  first  complement  of 
ova  for  the  Deeside  Hatchery,  which  were  laid  down  in 
excellent  condition.  The  eggs  are  those  of  the  earliest 
spring  fish,  and  were  stripped  from  spawners  on  the 
Clunie  and  Baddoch  feeders  of  the  Dee.  The  tempera- 
ture of  the  water,  which  fell  almost  to  the  reading  of 
snow-broth  during  the  two  closing  weeks  of  the  season, 
has  risen  again,  and  is  of  the  most  favourable  condition 
for  an  early  spawning  season. — Deesider. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  angling  season  on  the 
Annan.  Nith,  and  their  tributaries  closed  for  the  season 
on  Wednesday,  and  the  year  1893  will  long  be  remem- 
bered as  the  worst  one  ever  known  for  rods  on  the 
Border  streams.  The  end  of  October  saw  the  close  of 
most  of  the  rivers  without  many  experienced  anglers 
ever  getting  the  pull  of  a back-end  salmon.  The  Annan 
and  Nith  held  on  for  other  fourteen  days,  when  the 
season  also  closed  on  these  rivers.  On  both  streams  the 
season  has  been  set  down  as  failures  for  the  rods.  On 
the  Annan  several  large  fish  were  caught  during  the 
last  ten  days  of  the  season.  The  heaviest  weighed  .501b. 
— The  Annan. — In  Hoddom  Castle  water,  Mr.  Tbor- 
bnrn  killed  two  fine  fish  ; and  in  Calvert’s  stream  one.  Mr. 
Wood  had  three  fish.  Mr.  E.  J.  Brook  killed  two  salmon 
on  Monday,  and  one  of  the  Castle  guests  had  one  of 
201b.  Mr.  W.  A.  Bell-Irving,  Wbitehill,  killed  two  on 
Monday.  On  Thursday  evening,  Mr.  Dirom  killed  a 
fish  of  ‘Jljlb.  In  the  lower  water  sport  has  been  very 
disappointing.  A score  of  rods  kept  pegging  away 
daily  during  the  last  ten  days  with  indifferent  success. — 
The  Nith.— Last  week  end  there  was  an  improvement 
in  the  angling  on  this  river,  but  since  Monday  very 
little  has  been  done  on  the  different  waters.  A few 
good  salmon  have  fallen  to  the  rods  on  the  Ellisland 
water.  Amongst  the  moat  successful  were  Mr.  Duncan, 
Mr.  William  Currie,  Mr.  Samuel  Brown,  and  Mr.  Peter 
McKill.  Within  the  past  day  or  two  the  clear  water 
has  been  against  sport,  and  little  or  nothing  was  done 
on  any  part  of  the  river.— The  Urr.— This  river  is  of 
little  importance  as  a salmon  river  on  account  of  the 
small  body  of  water.  Nevertheless,  in  a wet  season 
some  goodly  sized  salmon  have  been  taken  in  former 
years.  The  water  very  low  at  present,  and  angling  is  at 
a standstill.  The  season  rims  on  until  the  end  of  the 
month,  and  c’oses  with  the  Tweed. — Heatherbell. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Although 
the  salmon  and  trout  fishers  have  consigned  their  green- 
hearts  to  case  and  bracket  for  a season,  the  pike  fisher 
may  be  said  to  be  only  in  the  middle  of  his  favourite 
sport.  On  most  of  our  Irish  lakes  the  present  month 
(November)  is  one  of  the  best  for  pike  fishing,  and, 
with  average  luck,  the  skilful  angler  should  bring  to 
boat  many  of  the  big  prizes  for  which  our  big  lakes  are 
famous.  Lough  Derg  holds  vast  numbers  of  pike  and 
perch,  and  yet,  strange  to  say,  comparatively  few 
fishermen  cross  the  Channel  in  quest  of  this  parti- 
cular _ sport.  In  consequence  of  the  low  state  of 
the  tributaries  falling  into  Lough  Derg,  a considerable 
proportion  of  the  lake  trout  have  spawned  in  the 
gravelly  reaches  along  the  shores  of  the  lake,  where 
they  will  be  much  safer  than  if  they  had  ascended  the 
mountain  streams  for  the  purpose  of  depositing  the  ova. 
In  another  month  or  so  the  salmon  will  be  bu.=y  selecting 
.sites  along  the  river  on  which  to  construct  their  houses 
or  cradles  for  the  coming  spawning  time.  — S.  J. 
Hurley. 

Tyi’one  Rivers. — Another  very  favour-able  week  to 
spawning  fish  has  pas.sed  over.  In  the  Ballinderry  the 
smallp  brown  tront  have  nearly  all  spawned,  and  every 
redd  is  covered  by  lake  trout,  but  salmon  seem  scarce  in 
the  main  river.  The  runs  of  salmon  seem  mainly  to  have 
gone  up  the  small  tributaries.  I regret  to  say  that 
poaching  flourishes.  At  the  Coagh  petty  sessions  last 
Tuesday  the  Inspector  of  Fisheries  requested  an 
order  for  the  confiscation  of  no  less  than  sixteen  nets, 
which  from  time  to  time  had  been  seized  in  the  river  by 
the  bailiffs.  The  order  was  granted.  Prom  the  Black- 
water  very  favourable  reports  are  to  hand  concerning 
the  spawning  season.  Special  bailiffs  are  on  this  river, 
and  poaching  is  kept  at  a minimum.  The  Mourne  is 
low.  Fish  are  reported  plentiful  on  the  redds  in  the 
mountain  streams. — J.  A.  B. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).— Sea  Anolino.— Pollack 
have  afforded  much  sport  during  the  past  week. 
Anglers  have  taken  from  twenty  to  thirty  fish  daily,  the 
fish  running  from  51b.  to  121b.  Bottom  fishing  has 
declined,  but  some  average  hampers  of  gurnard  have 
been  had  on  a couple  of  favourable  days.  The  whiting 
caught  lately  have  been  of  a small  size,  and  are  now 
getting  rather  scarce.  Mackerel  are  still  very  numerous 
in  the  bay.— Thos.  J.  Denneht. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY  ANNUAL  SUPPER. 

The  members  and  friends  to  the  number  of  about 
forty  supped  together  at  their  club-rooms.  Masons’  Hall 
Tavern,  Coleman-street,  on  Tuesday  evening.  Mr  E.  H. 
Bramley  occupied  the  post  of  honour,  and  discharged 
the  duties  with  his  usual  ability  and  affability.  The 
vice-chairs  were  filled  by  Mr.  C.  T.  Bentley  and  Mr. 
F.  W.  Norman  ihon.  librarian) ; while  among  those  pre- 
sent were  Dr.  Patterson,  Dr.  Ladell,  Dr.  Cheslitt,  Mr. 
Mark  Davies,  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  (hon.  curator),  Mr.  F.  A. 
Gray,  Mr.  J.  Powles-West,  Mr,  Goodwin,  Mr.  Jenkin 
Joel,  Mr.  Cbas.  Bramley,  Mr.  Gilbert.  Mr.  Allen,  Mr. 
Bartlett,  Mr.  W.  Marshall,  Mr.  J.  Tayler  (sec.),  Mr. 
Connellan,  Mr.  Beamont,  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  {Fishin(^ 
Gazette),  Mr.  McDermott,  and  many  other  well-known 
piscators. 

After  the  usual  loyal  toasts  had  been  duly  honoured, 
the  Chairman  proposed  ‘‘  The  Committee,”  and  referred 
to  the  businesslike  manner  in  which  the  affairs  of  the 
society  were  conducted,  so  that  on  ordinary  occasions 
the  members  had  nothing  to  do  but  relate  their  expe- 
riences, give  and  receive  information  and  instruction 
from  each  other,  and  enjoy  themselves. 

The  name  of  Mr.  Mark  Davies  was  mentioned  in 
connection  with  the  toast,  who  responded  in  a few 
well-chosen  remarks.  The  next  toast  was  ” The  Sapper 
Committee,”  Messrs.  Parker,  Norman,  and  Bentley,  and 
was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Bentley,  with  whom  the  idea  of 
having  a supper  originated,  and  who  considered  that 
the  present  being  such  a great  success,  it  would  be 
considered  as  only  the  first  of  a series.  The  Chairman 
next  proposed  the  toast  of  “The  Gresham  Angling 
Society,”  and  spoke  most  highly  of  the  pleasant  and 
well  - attended  meetings  held  weekly,  and  the  good 
feeling  prevailing  among  the  members,  and  alluded 
more  particularly  to  Mr.  J.  Tayler,  the  secretary,  who 
had  won  golden  opinions  from  all  parties,  and  who  had 
lately  published  a book  on  the  business  of  “ Public 
Meetings,”  which  had  taken  rank  as  the  standard  work 
on  the  subject,  and  of  which  the  Gresham  Society  were 
proud,  as  having  emanated  from  their  secretary. 

Mr.  Tayler,  in  returning  thanks,  referred  to  the 
good  work  the  society  was  doing,  and  said  it  was  rich, 
for  although  not  having  a large  balance  in  the  treasurer’s 
hands,  it  con.sisted  of  about  120  good  members,  it 
possessed  a good  and  valuable  library,  a museum,  the 
leases  of  six  pieces  of  water,  and  other  iiroperty,  and 
considered  that  a society  which  was  spending  one-fourth 
of  its  income  in  renting  waters,  and  the  remainder  in 
providing  for  the  instruction,  amusement,  and  other 
requirements  of  its  members,  was  doing  its  duty  and 
ensuring  its  own  success. 

The  next  toast  was  that  of  “ The  Visitors,”  the  Chair- 
man stating  that  the  members  were  always  pleased  to  see 
visitors,  not  only  on  such  occasions  at  that,  but  also  at 
their  ordinary  meetings,  which  took  place  every  Tues- 
day at  8 p.m.  Dr,  Cheslitt  made  a very  suitable  reply, 
after  which  Dr.  Patterson  proposed  “ The  Angling 
Press,”  which  was  briefly  acknowledged. 

The  various  speeches  weie  interspersed  with  some  very 
capital  musical  sketches  by  Mr.  Charles  Bramley  (the 
Chairman’s  son),  and  some  excellent  songs,  recitations, 
and  anecdotes,  by  Mr.  J.  Powles-West,  Dr.  Patterson, 
Mr.  F.  A.  Gray,  Mr.  Ladell,  and  Mr.  Goodwin.  The 
viands  were  of  the  very  best  description,  and  well 
served  ; and  on  the  motion  of  the  chairman,  a special 
and  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  conveyed  to  Messrs. 
Wood  and  Romain. 

Dr.  Ladell  next  proposed  “ The  Chairman,”  and  Mr. 
Bramley  having  replied,  the  meeting,  which  had  been 
throughout  lively-  and  enjoyable,  separated. 


TROUTING  IN  OREGON. 

The  following  extract  is  from  an  American  con- 
temporary : 

“ Seven  hundred  trout  in  five  days’  fishing  ! How’s 
that  for  a catch  r None  of  your  little  fingerlings  either, 
but  all  big,  fine,  fat  fellows  in  the  pink  of  condition, 
gamy  as  wildcats,  and  absolutely  refusing  to  venture  at 
any  but  the  smallest  fly  on  the  finest  gut,  and  then  only 
when  the  oasts  were  made  in  that  delicate,  artistic  style 
which  betokens  the  expert. 

“ Certainly  Oregon  is  a veritable  sportsman’s  paradise. 
Everbody  appears  to  own  a dog,  gun,  and  fishing  rod, 
and  a man  can  obtain  more  information  here  in  Portland 
in  five  minutes  than  he  would  elsewhere  in  as  many 
months.  A street  car  runs  to  the  Clackamas  river,  a 
few  miles  from  town,  and  what  a stream  I Alternate 
ripples  and  shallows,  low  dams,  miniature  cascades,  and 
broad  stretches  of  swift-running,  unruffled  stream 
fringed  with  brush  and  bedded  with  rocks,  containing 
both  salmon  and  trout  in  plenty. 

“ A"e  gods  ! think  of  it.  The  finest  of  salmon  fishing 
within  a street  car  ride  of  one's  door.  But  trout 
streams  in  plenty  also  are  within  easy  access  of  Portland 
City,  although,  of  course,  if  a fellow  wants  the  cream  of 
it  he  must  go  farther  from  the  city  limits,  say  twenty  or 
twenty-five  miles.” 


The  ME.ss.rais  or  PE.rCE  is  always  appreciated  and  respected 
by  all  true  men.  for  many  of  u.s  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  it  may  be  universally  adopted  by  all  nations.  When  this 
comes  to  jiass.  liappiues.s  and  prosperity  will  be  the  rule  and  not 
the  exception.  In  the  meantime,  Holloway's  Pills  and  Ointment 
have  largely  heljied  to  make  foreign  nations  understand  that 
Englishmen  delight  in  alleviating  pain  and  suffering.  The.se 
wonderful  remedies  have  been  blessed  in  many  lands  for  the 
relief  they  have  afforded  and  the  cures  effected.  They  are 
specially  adapted  for  all  complaints  affecting  the  liver,  stomach, 
and  Iddneys,  and  at  this  season  no  family  should  be  without  a 
supply. 


THE  PRESERVATION  TICKET. 

That  there  is  a lamentable  falling  off  in  the  amount 
which  was  expected  to  be  realised  in  aid  of  the  General 
Preservation  Fund  admits  of  no  doubt.  I have  watched 
the  reports  from  the  two  associations  with  great  anxiety, 
hoping  that  it  would  come  all  right  at  the  finish.  Great 
praise  is  due  to  those  who  have  worked  diligently  to 
make  the  1893  collection  a success.  Several  schemes 
have  been  promulgated  for  guaranteeing  a larger  sum  at 
the  disposal  of  the  authorities  annually  towards  the 
absolutely  essential  work  of  re-stocking  our  over-fished 
rivers. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon,  in  the  Sportsman  of  Nov.  15, 
says  : — “ Nothing  unanimons  will  ever  be  effected,  I am 
afraid,  until  a little  gentle  compulsion  be  tried,  and  how 
easily  this  might  be  effected  by  tacking  on  one  shilling 
yearly  to  the  costs  of  the  cheap  privilege  ticket.  There 
might  be  a little  grumbling  at  first,  but  in  the  end  the 
London  anglers  would  yield  gracefully,  and  consent  to 
bear  a mild  taxation  of  that  calibre  very  willingly  in 
view  of  the  universal  good  it  would  certainly  and  surely 
effect.” 

However  distasteful  compulsion  may  be  (and  I confess 
it  is  distasteful),  there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  were 
this  suggestion  adopted  by  the  executive  of  the  two 
associations  those  who  now  give  voluntarily  would  not 
complain  of  a “ tax”  of  one  farthing  a week— and  those 
who  have  not  subscribed  one  farthing  a year  are 
unworthy  the  consideration  of  true  sportsmen. 

Eldridge’s  excursions  are  a boon  which  few  London 
anglers  would  care  to  lose  ; but  an  extra  ticket  (called 
the  privilege  ticket)  must  be  procured  for  the  year 
before  being  allowed  to  travel.  There  is  no  grumbling 
about  this.  Then,  why  should  not  the  experiment  he 
tried  of  issuing  a “ Preservation  Ticket,”  price  one 
shilling,  say  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1894,  and  grant 
railway  privilege  tickets  only  to  holders  of  Preservation 
Tickets.  If  this  is  a little  bit  too  strong,  how  would 
it  be  to  make  it  compulsory  to  issue  an  Angler’s 
Benevolent  Ticket — price  6d. — and  make  it  a rule  not  to 
grant  a railway  privilege  unless  the“A.B.T.”  for  the 
current  year  were  produced  F We  should  then  have  the 
“ R.P.T.,”  the  “ P.T.,”  and  the  “ A.B.T.”  It  appear-s 
to  be  as  simple  as  the  “A.B.C.”  There  are  some 
of  the  fraternity  of  whom  it  may  be  said,  “ What 
they  give  away  is  nothing  to  anybody.”  Well,  they  could 
attend  their  clubs  with  much  greater  confidence  it  they 
knew  that  “ Preservation  ” and  “ Benevolent  ” were  pro- 
vided for.  There  would  only  be  the  Paper  Reading  Box 
left,  and,  of  course,  an  occasional  bi-other  in  distress  to 
give  a little  casual  assistance  to.  Try  J.  P.’s  scheme, 
and  better  things  are  in  store  for  the  London  angler. — 
G.  H.  H. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  list  of  piscatorial  patents  is  specially 
compiled  for  the  Fishing  Gazette  by  Messrs.  Hughes, 
Eli,  and  Hughes,  Registered  Patent  Agents,  and 
Attorneys  for  British  and  Foreign  Patents,  Designs, 
and  Trade  Marks,  76,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C., 
with  whom  we  have  made  arrangements  that  all 
inquiries  respecting  the  protection  of  inventions 
will  be  answered  by  them  free  of  charge  to  onr  readers  : 
Application  fob  Patent. 

21,524  (^1893).  Alfred  George  Jardine,  of  53,  Ravens- 
dale-road,  Stamford-hill,  London,  for  “ An 
Improved  Spinning-bait  for  Fishing  Pnr- 
po.ses.” 

Patent  Published. 

20,092  (1892).  “An  improved  fairlead  or  apparatus 
for  guiding  the  warp  of  herring  fishing 
vessels  when  hauling  their  nets,  or  for 
warping  such  vessels  about  when  in  har- 
bour.” Patentee  : John  Alexander  Fellows. 
This  invention  has  for  its  object  to  super- 
sede the  “ box  roller,’’  “ jenny,”  or  “ row- 
lock,”  with  wooden  rollers,  now  in  use, 
and  which,  as  is  well  known,  frequently 
gets  out  of  order.  The  fairlead  con- 
sists of  a shank  or  spindle  adapted  to 
fit  the  existing  holes  in  the  vessel’s  rail, 
and  provided  with  a spherically  shaped 
head  or  bos.s,  having  two  diverging  pins 
sit'uate  at  an  angle  of  40  deg.  to  the  vertical 
centre  line  of  the  fairlead.  These  pins 
receive  two  semi-circnlarly  grooved  sheaves 
or  rollers  capable  of  revolving  freely  thereon, 
and  which  guide  the  warp  or  rope  to  the 
capstan.  A remarkable  clasp,  or  yoke  at- 
tachment, is  pivoted  and  fits  over  the  two 
pins  so  as  to  retain  the  rope  in  position,  and 
also  to  prevent  them  from  flying  out  in 
rough  weather.  This  fairlead  is  also  in- 
tended for  use  in  warping  vessels  about 
when  in  harbour,  in  which  case  a chain  may 
be  used  instead  of  a rope,  and  the  clasp  or 
rope  attachment  he  dispensed  with. 


The  sprat — the  Clupea  sprattus  of  Linnteus — ha 
generally,  but  erroneously,  been  supposed  a herring  not 
grown  to  its  full  size.  Its  usual  length  is  about  4 inches, 
and  the  body  much  deeper  than  that  of  a young  herring 
of  equal  length.  The  back  fin  is  placed  more  remote 
from  the  nose  than  that  of  the  herring.  But  one  great 
distinction  between  this  fish,  the  herring,  and  the 
pilchard  is  the  belly — that  of  the  first  two  being  quite 
smooth,  that  of  the  last  strongly  serrated.  Another  is 
that  the  herring  differs  in  the  number  of  its  vertebra;. 
Besides,  sprats  visit  our  coasts,  and  continue  with  ns  in 
large  shoals,  when  the  other  in  general  have  retired  to 
the  great  northern  deeps. 
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IRcpatts  from  Clufrs 

TVe  beg  to  reiniyid  Secretaries  that  their  Rej^rts  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning'.  Thursday  night's  chibs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  morning.  Address'^  Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 
marked  “Club  Report  ” outside  envelope. 


Anglers’  Association. — The  monthly  delegate 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next, 
Nov.  20,  at  8.30,  when  the  new  net.  measuring  100  yards, 
made  by  Messrs.  Tull,  of  Leadenhall-street,  for  the 
Anglers’  Association,  will  be  on  view. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers’  Association  (Eastern  District  No.  2) 
Visiting  I>ist. — The  next  return  visit  on  this  list 
will  take  place  at  the  City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun 
Angling  Society,  held  at  the  George,  Brook-street, 
Holborn,  on  Monday,  Nov.  27,  when  I hope  to  see  all 
the  clubs  in  the  district  represented  to  give  Castell  a 
bumper. — F.  Thorling. 

Anglers’  Association  (Southern  District) 
Visiting  Iiist. — A return  visit  on  the  above  list  in 
conjunction  with  the  S.L.U.V.L.  took  place  on  Monday 
evening  last,  at  the  Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling 
Society,  Woolpaek  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E., 
which  I am  pleased  to  say  was  a decided  success.  On 
the  roll  being  called  the  following  twenty-two  clubs 
were  represented  : Angler’s  Pride,  Anchor  and  Hope, 
Amicable  Excelsior,  Bermondsey  Brothers,  Blackfriars, 
Grange,  Peckham  Brothers,  Rodney,  Second  Surrey,  St. 
Albans  and  Excelsior,  South  London,  St.  George’s,  United 
Brothers,  Walworth  Waltonians,  Waggoners,  Welling- 
ton, New  Albion,  St.  Thomas’s,  Pixie  Brothers,  City  of 
London  and  Rising  Sun,  Great  Northern  Brothers, 
Silver  Trout.  The  next  visit  will  take  place  at  the 
Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Anns,  South- 
wark-street,  S.E.,  the  date  I will  give  next  week.  G. 
W.  Armstrong.  . 

Anglers’ Association  (Western  District)  Visit- 
ing Ziist. — A most  successful  visit  was  paid  to  the 
Allason  Piscatcrials  on  Nov.  8,  when  nine  clubs  were 
well  represented.  On  opening  the  A.B.S.  Box  it  was 
found  to  contain  6.*.  The  next  visit  will  take  place  on 
Thursday,  Nov.  23,  at  the  Allason  United  Angling 
Society.  Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill- 
gate.  This  club  being  firm  supporters  of  these  visits,  I 
hope  to  see  a good  muster  of  brother  anglers.— J . M . 
Harris. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society. — Since  my  last 
report  I beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
.£2  from  the  Original  Alexandra  and  .£1  from  the 
Lincoln  Angling  Societies,  from  their  donation  boxes. 
The  committee  met  on  Friday  evening,  Nov.  10,  when 
i£16  was  granted  to  members’  applications.  The  next 
meeting  of  the  committee  will  take  place  on  Friday 
evening,  Nov.  24,  at  8.30. — R.  Ghurney. 

Acton  Piscatorials,  George  and  Dragon,  Acton. 
Competition  took  place  at  Shepperton,  Nov.  2.  Result : 
Howell,  Chick,  Sparrow,  in  order  named.  Roach  and 
dace  only  to  weigh.  Several  chub  over  21b.  taken. 
Several  matches  were  made  at  clubhouse  same 
evening  for  tripe  supper.  Result  of  first  one  : J.  Pike, 
81b.  2oz. ; W.  Howell,  61b.  2oz. ; against  G.  Stockwm, 
71b.  3oz.  ; W.  Gaskin  (novice),  31b.  5oz.  Other  members 
compete  later  on.  Our  club  sizes  are  all  increased  ; no 
roach  under  8in.,  dace  7in.,  to  weigh. — W.  H. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Cowley  Arms  Nor- 
mandy-place,  Brixton  (President,  Albert  Chevalier). 
Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  the  12th  inst.,  but 
with  poor  results,  no  one  being  successful  in  taking  a 
prize.  They  will,  therefore,  be  fished  for  again  on  the 
l!)th  inst.,  under  the  same  conditions  as  last  week.  We 
had  a very  good  attendance  on  Wednesday  last.  He 
got  through  a lot  of  business,  and  several  prizes  were 
given  during  the  evening. — H.  Bryant. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
The  Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate. 
— The  usual  business  was  transacted  on  the  15th  Nov. 
The  programmes  for  the  testimonial  to  W . French,  who 
gallantly  rescued  a brother  angler  from  drowning  at 
Langley,  were  taken  by  most  of  our  members,  and  w;e 
trust  he  will  have  a good  testimonial.  Our  return  visit 
on  the  Western  District  List  will  take  place  on  Thurs- 
day next,  Nov.  23,  and  we  hope  to  see  some  of  the  best 
on'this  occasion.  Our  house  is  easy  get-at-able— ’busses 
and  trams  from  all  parts. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place,  Lineoln’s-inn-fields.  On  Nov.  12  Messrs. 
J Drew  weighed-in  perch  and  gudgeon,  W.  Stewart, 
roach,  largest  11b.  6oz.  On  Nov.  13  our  complimentary 
concert  took  place,  and  was  a great  success  ; and  I must 
thank  those  who  attended  on  that  evening  in  strong 
numbers,  and  the  host  of  talent  they  brought  with  them; 
and  the  above  also  thank  those  clubs  that  were  repre- 
sented and  came  a long  distance.— G.  Marriot'T. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship- square,  E.C  — On  the  12th  inst.  we  had 
a nice  show  of  chub  and  perch  by  Mr.  Wolk.  On  Wed- 
nesday we  had  a good  meeting,  and  got  through  some 
good  business.  There  will  be  a special  general  meeting 
on  Wednesday,  Nov.  22,  to  arrange  an  outing  for 
Christmas  prizes,  when  I hope  all  members  will  attend. 
— F.  G.  Hutching.  „ . ^ -r.  . 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea. — On  the  12th  inst. 
Mr.  Lovett  saved  the  club  from  a blank  with  a nice  show 
of  roach,  weighing  201b.  loz.  Several  others  had  fish, 
but  did  not  return  to  the  club.  Our  next  match  will 
take  place  at  Twickenham  (punt)  on  Nov.  26  ; no  punts- 


man  allowed  in  punt  after  once  pegging  do  vn.— 

J-  Rich. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E.— A well  attended  meeting  of 
members  took  place  on  Wednesday  last,  Mr.  M . ho'vlcr 
in  the  chair.  The  conviction  of  the  owner  of  the 
steam  launch  De’il,  for  travelling  at  an  excessive  rate 
of  speed  on  the  Thames,  was  received  with  great  satis- 
faction, it  being  considered  that  an  Act  should  be  passea 
permitting  steam  launches  to  travel  only  at  a reduced 
rate  of  speed.  An  interesting  discussion  ensued  on  the 
re-stocking  iiuestion,  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
meeting  being  that  an  annual  fee  should  be  demanded, 
seeing  that  only  about  one-fourth  of  the  clubs  have 
contributed  anything.  On  the  12th  inst.,  about  sixteen 
members  competed  in  the  Central  Waters  at  Amberley, 
for  the  monthly  outing,  the  successful  members  being 
Mr.  H.  Palmer,  51b.  6oz.,  including  one  roacb,  lib.  14Joz. ; 
Mr.  J.  Bedford,  51b.,  including  one  bream,  21b.  lOoz.  ; 
Mr.  J.  Jones,  roach  and  dace ; and  Mr.  T.  Simpkin, 
roach.  Both  honorary  and  working  members  are  re- 
quested to  attend  next  meeting  to  make  arrangements 
for  fishing  for  the  ten  guinea  cup.— D.  Davis. 

Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society,  Princess  of 
Wales,  South-street,  Walworth.— Our  members  fished 
Woking  on  the  12th  inst.,  but  only  one  succeeded  in 
getting  the  stipulated  11b  , namely,  Mr.  Charles.  The 
remaining  jirizes  will  be  fished  off  at  St.  Margaret’s  on 
the  19th  inst.  I hope  members  will  show  up  on 
Wednesday  next,  as  we  have  some  important  business 
to  transact. — F.  Harman.  , . , , 

Battersea  and  Earlsfield  United  Anglers 
Visiting  List,  The  Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  S.W.— 
The  first  concert  on  the  above  list  took  place  at  the 
Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  the  Half-Way  House,  Earla- 
field,  on  the  8th  inst  , when  nearly  130  analers 
assembled,  all  the  clubs  in  Battersea  and  neighbourhood 
being  fully  represented.  The  harmony  rendered  was  of 
a first-class  order,  the  following  gentlemen  most  ably 
assisting  : Messrs.  Newton,  G.  Trowbridge,  Frampton, 
Barber,  H.  Smith,  Masters,  Vine,  Matthews,  Johnson, 
Summers,  Turff,  Newton,  Gomm,  and  Ricb.  ^ Everytlung' 
passed  off  satisfactory,  and  for  the  first  visit  it  was  a 
g^igantic  success.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  tlieClapham 
Junction  Angling  Society,  The  Clarence,  Winstanley- 
road,  Clapliam  Junction,  on  Monday,  Dec.  4,  when  we 
hope  to  have  another  bumper. — A.  Trowbridge. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  tiueen  s 
Hotel,  Queen’s-road,  Battersea.— The  members  of  this 
club  will  fish  a match  on  the  19th  inst.  at  Pulborough  ; 
roving;  three  prizes;  all  fish  to  weigh.  ‘J 

from  Clapham  Junction.  In  our  match  of  the  5th  Mr.  J. 
Antliffe  took  first  prize,  and  Mr.  W.  Hersant  second 
prize.  On  the  12th  Mr.  W.  Hines  weighed-in  81b.  ot 
bream  and  roach  from  the  Arun.  Members  are  re- 
quested to  attend  on  Tuesday  n«  xt  to  arrange  Christmas 
prizes. — G.  Mumeord.  ^ i 

Battersea  United  Piscatorials,  Lord  Ranelagh, 
Verona-street,  S.W. — On  the  8th  inst.  Mr.  E.  Wilson 
weighed-in  a nice  take  of  chub,  151b.  4oz.  ; two  largest, 
41b.  6oz.  On  the  12th  inst.  we  fished  a match  _ at 
Pulboro'  with  a poor  result,  none  of  the  prizes  being 
taken.  Members  are  informed  that  subscriptions  are 
now  overdue.  A match  has  been  arranged  for  the  26tli 
inst  in  punts,  the  same  to  be  finally  decided  on  Wednes- 
day next,  the  26th  inst.  All  members  are  requested  to 
attend.— A.  Trowbridge.  , , 

Beaufoy  Angling  Club,  Kennington  Liberal  Club, 
143,  Upper  Kennington-lane,  S.E. — One  of  our  members, 
Mr.  J.  A.  Gatehouse,  was  out  last  Saturday,  and 
weighed-in  three  jack,  101b.  lloz.,  roach  and  dace, 
61b.  loz.,  amongst  which  there  were  two  fine  specimens 
of  the  latter.  Shall  be  glad  if  members  will  attend  more 
punctually. — G.  Rushton.  « - j.  i 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  ool- 

pack,  Bermondsey-street.— The  members  of  the  above 
society  fished  a competition,  at  Henley  on  the  l--th  inst. 
for  the  October  series  of  prizes  which  were  not  won  in 
the  late  competition  on  the  Lea,  and  I am  sorry  to  say 
the  result  was  very  little  better,  this  time  only 
member,  Mr.  James  Smith,  succeeding  in  getting  above 
the  stipulated  Hb.  required  by  rule,  viz  ,104oz.  dace,  one 
fish  7oz.  A return  visit  on  the  South  London  United 
Visiting  List  was  held  in  conjunction  with  a visit  on  the 
Anglers’  Association  List  (Southern  Division),  and  I am 
pleased  to  say  proved  a decided  success,  twenty-two 
clubs  responding  to  the  roll  call.  On  the  same  evening 
Mr.  Jones  weighed-in  201b.  of  roach  and  a small  jack,  Mr 
Jones  also  weighed-in  nearly  201b.  of  roach  on  the  6th 
inst.,  being  his  maiden  show  in  this  society.  Un 
behalf  of  the  members  ot  this  society,  I beg  to  return 
sincere  thanks  to  those  members  of  the  various  societies 
who  favoured  us  with  their  company  on  the  13th.— A. 

^°Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society.  — We 

had  a good  muster  of  members  on  Nov.  12,  when  the 
following  weighed-in  : Mr.  G.  Smith,  dace,  and  Mr.  O. 
Pain,  roach.  The  list  is  still  onen  for  members  who 
wish  to  enter  for  our  Christmas  sweepstakes.  I should 
like  to  see  it  a success. — T.  Brown. 

Bomore  Angling  Society.— I wish  to  announce 
that  our  Christmas  outing  will  take  place  in  the  Running 
Pound  at  Uxbridge,  from  the  lock  to  the  white  bridge 
(one  rod  only,  jack  barred),  on  Nov.  26th.  Do  not 
forget  the  Allason  United  return  visit  on  the  23rd  inst. 
— F.  Stamford.  , , 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.  — We  have  been 
favoured  by  some  grand  shows  of  jack  lately.  On  the 
12th  inst.  Messrs.  Rundell.  Taylor.  Ward,  and  Hart 
between  them  weighed-in  oyer  651b.  of  jack,  all  good 
fish  several  over  61b.  Mr.  Rundell  had  one  handsome 
fish,  which  scaled  171b.  12|oz.  Messi^.  Jennings, 
Halsell,  and  West  had  some  good  roach.— J.  H. 


Brompton  Angling  Society,  D’Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.  Ihe  competition  at 
Henley,  on  the  12th  inst.,  was  not  a groat  success  ; 
eight  members  turned  up,  and  only  two  caught  ti^h— - 
Messrs.  Sander  and  Robson.  The  accounts  tor  last 
quarter  will  be  audited  next  Wednesday  evening  ; we 
hope  the  members  will  make  it  convenient  to  attend. 

H R 

Brunsivick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley.  — Since  my  last  report, 
members  weighed-in  : Messrs.  B.  Bissell  aud  W.  Short, 
roach;  C.  Parmen  ter,  jack.  I hope  members  will  attend 
next  meeting  night  to  decide  where  to  fish  for  our 
Christmas  prizes. — J.  Watkins.  _ 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society.  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E. 
last  report  the  following  have  weighed-in ; Mr.  P. 
Heester,  roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  J . Heester,  chub. 

O.  Jones.  ^ ^ 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling 
Society.  With  deep  regret  I have  to  record  the  death 
of  Mr.  T.  Comley,  sen.,  one  of  our  best  members, 
formerly  of  the  Eiistonians.  Ho  was  a good  angler,  and 
the  longer  we  knew  him  the  better  we  liked  and  respected 
him.  We  are  getting  up  a benefit  for  his  widow,  who  is 
in  bad  circumstances  through  his  long  illness.— Gas. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society. — The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. 

On  the  12th  inst.  Mr.  J.  Willgoss  saved  ns  from  a blank. 
Members  please  note  that  our  supper  and  distribution  of 
iirizes  will  take  place  on  Thursday,  23rd  inat.,  at  8.30 
sharp.  As  the  first  visit  on  the  Battersea  an  d Earls- 
field United  Anglers’  Visiting  List  will  take  place  at  this 
society  on  Dec.  4,  I hope  brother  anglers  will  give  us  a 
bumper  on  this  occasion.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Cliftonville  Angling  Society,  Cliftonville  Hotel, 
Ilderton-road,  South  Bermondsey.— Owing  to  the  indis- 
position of  our  worthy  chairman,  Mr.  Levein,  we  have 
not  been  induced  to  go  for  prizes  ; but,  trusting  he  may 
be  able  to  be  with  us  next  Wednesday,  I would  impress 
upon  the  members  the  necessity  of  showing  up  so  as  to 
arranire  for  an  outing.  There  are  several  good  prizes 
to  be  fished  for,  and  if  members  will  send  in  their  names 
they  shall  be  placed  on  the  list.  Do  not  forget  the 
Crown  and  Buckland  visit  on  the  21st.  A new  member 
was  proposed  on  last  meeting  night.— P.  Gardner. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  Northwold-road,  Stoke 
Newington.— Members  of  above  were  out  on  the  12th  inst. 
for  five  prizes,  but  only  two  were  taken  : first,  Anthony  ; 
second,  Lerfevre.  The  remaining  prizes  will  be  fished  oft 

on  the  19th  inst.— E J.  M.  , , v.  i 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W.  — We  had  fish  weighed-in  on  the  12th  msL 
by  Mr.  E.  Baxter,  roach,  chub,  and  dace  (one  chub 
31b.)  The  match  takes  place  on  Dec.  3,  at  Richmond. 
Go  by  8.48  a.m.  from  Westbourne  Park,  or  any  sub^- 
quent  train.  Cease  fishing  4pm.;  regis^r  fish  at  the 
Jolly  Anglers ; return  by  the  6.30  p.m.  Two  rods  ; all 
fish  to  weigh ; no  live  bait  to  be  taken.  All  unsold 
tickets  must  be  returned  by  Tuesday  next,  Nov.  21,  or 
will  be  charged  for.— A.  Smith.  . , ... 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatomal 
Society,  Middlesex  Arms,  34,  Clerkenwell-green.— Our 
members  fish  a roving  match  at  Broxbourne  on  Me  19th 
inst.  for  several  prizes,  when  I hope  a large  number  will 
compete.  1 wish  also  to  remind  members  and  friends 
that  a visit  (on  the  Central  List)  will  take  place  at  the 
above  address  on  Tuesday  evening  next,  Nov.  21,  when 
we  hope  to  have  a good  muster.— W H.  Burwash. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  the  12th  inst. 
members  competed  for  the  prizes  left  over  from  the  ^h. 
Mr.  Farmer  was  the  only  one  able  to  get  any  um.  _1“6 
remaining  prizes  will  be  competed  for  on  the  19th  inst. 
Members  to  go  where  they  like.  Any  member  leaving 
London  on  Saturday,  the  i8th,  to  sign  the  book  at  the 
clubhouse  after  five  o’clock  p.m.  Mr.  Poore  was  again 
to  the  front  with  some  very  handsome  roach,  o. 
AIalby 

Earlsfield  Angling  Club,  Earlsfield-road,  S.W.— 
Our  first  smoking  concert  of  the  season  took  place  on 
Wednesday  evening,  Nov.  8,  in  connection  with  the 
Battersea  and  Earlsfield  United  District  Visihng  List, 
when  we  were  well  supported  by  the  Clapham  Junction, 
Battersea  Friendly,  Amicable  Excelsior,  and  Battersea 
United  Angling  Clubs,  and  a most  enjoyable  evening  was 
snent.  Mr.  W.  Burkett  was  chairman  and  Mr.  1 row- 
bridge  vice-chairman.  Pianist,  Mr.  W.  Nazer.  Messrs. 
Barber,  Frampton,  Gomm,  Masters,  Vine,  Newton, 
Matthews,  Johnson,  Somers,  and  many  others  contri- 
buted to  the  harmony.— W.  Bruce. 

Epsom  Angling  Society.  — Since  last  report- 
ing only  two  of  our  members,  viz,,  Messrs.  W.  Dix  and 
J.  Wagstaffe,  have  been  out,  but  they  had  a pod  day 
with  J.  Spong,  of  Twickenham,  taking  271b.  of  roach, 
nine  of  the  largest  going  71b.— E.  W.  Hailes. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials.— A special  meeting  wp 
held  on  Nov.  11  to  enable  all  members  to  subscribe  to 
the  wreath  which  we  sent  as  our  token  of  respet  and 
estelm  for  our  late  friend  Mr.  W.  H.  Talbot.  Avoteof 
thanks  was  accorded  Messrs.  Stanhope,  Mendham, 
Mayes,  and  Lane  for  choosing  and  purohping  same. 
The  funeral  ot  our  late  chairman  took  pipe  on 
Monday,  the  13th  inst.,  at  Ilford  Cemetery  I Uke  this 
opportunity  of  thanking  those  members  of  the  Grespm, 
Junior  Fly-fishers,  Good  Intent,  Hoxton  Brphers, 
Stepney,  Eastern  Piscatorials,  and  our  own  society,  tor 
their  attendance  at  the  grave-side  ; we  take  it  as  a peat 
compliment  to  the  F.  G.’s.  I am  asked  to  ^knowledge 
receipt  of  a handsome  wreath  from  the  Maldon  and 
Heybridve  Angling  Association,  which  was  much  appre- 
ciated. "will  all  members  please  attend  our  next  meet- 
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ing,  to  arrange  a date  for  the  next  match? — J.  A. 
Oliver. 

Puniiy  Folks  Aug'ling’  Society,  Eose  and  Crown, 
Goswell-road. — The  next  return  visit  on  the  C'lerkenwell 
and  District  List  will  take  place  at  the  above  on  Mon- 
day, Dec.  4. — J.  W.  Biggs. 

General  Gordon  Angling  Society,  215,  Cambridge- 
road,  E. — We  fished  at  Burnt  Mdl  on  the  T2th  for  seven 
prizes,  but  not  one  was  taken,  so  we  shall  go  to  Maldon 
on  Nov.  19  to  fish  them  off.  I had  much  pleasure  in 
presenting  Ids.  Od.,  subscribed  by  our  members,  to  Mrs. 
Giffin,  who  has  been  turned  out  of  the  club  at  Burnt 
Mills.  Any  donations  from  brother  anglers  for  the 
same  cause  would  be  thankfully  received  and  forwarded 
by — J.  W.  Hatton. 

General  Post  Office  Angling  Society.  — Our 

concert  given  on  Saturday,  Nov.  4,  in  aid  of  the  Preserva- 
tion Fund,  was  a perfect  success,  the  room  being  crowded 
with  anglers  and  friends.  The  songs  and  instrumental 
selections  were  all  rendered  in  a first-class  style.  I am 
pleased  to  say  that  through  this  concert  (our  maiden 
attempt)  we  have  been  able  to  send  ^£1  Is.  to  the  Pre- 
servation Fund.  A special  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to 
G.  Grocott,  Esq.,  who  so  kindly  presided,  and  all  the 
friends  who  gave  their  services  which  helped  to  make 
rhe  concert  a success. — L.  W.  Donne. 

General  Presei’vation  Fund.  — Since  my  last 
report  I beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt  of 
10s.  Od.  from  the  Sociable  Brothers,  10s.  the  Wellington, 
5s.  the  Park,  5s.  Prince  Arthur,  5s.  the  Globe  Angling 
Societies.  The  I'ommittees  will  meet  at  the  Foresters’ 
Hall  on  Friday  evening,  Nov.  24,  at  9.30.  Secretaries 
and  others  will  oblige  by  forwarding  their  collections  on 
or  before  that  date. — E.  Ghurney. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Eussell,  Isledon- 
road,  N.— We  were  saved  from  a blank  by  Mr.  Ballard  on 
the  12th  inst.  with  some  dace.  Mr.  Sharpless  showed 
some  nice  roach  on  Monday  night.  I hope  we  shall  get 
some  better  shows  soon,  as  we  are  having  some  rain. — 
A.  Payne. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Foley-street. — On  the  12th  inst.  a pretty  show  of  roach 
and  dace  were  weighed-in  by  Messrs.  Bailey,  Ellin, 
Hall,  Fowler,  and  Chapman.  Mr.  Crimmin  and  the 
last-named  gentleman  showed  jack.  I should  like  to 
inform  our  members  that  their  quarterages  should  be 
paid  not  later  than  Saturday  next,  to  be  in  compliance 
for  the  next  day.  The  money  can  be  paid  over  the  bar 
till  12  p.m. — John  Goatley. 

(rreat  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Castle  Inn, 
Leyton-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — I wish  to  remind 
members  that  a roving  match  will  take  place  at  Saw- 
bridgewortb  (Elver  Stort)  on  the  19th  in.st.  All  to  leave 
Stratford  by  the  7.39  a.m.  There  are  five  prizes  to  fish 
for  : 1st.  value  10s.  6d.  ; 2nd,  ditto  7s.  Gd.  ; 3rd,  ditto 
5s.  ; 4th,  winch  ; 5th,  bait  can.  Usual  conditions.  On 
the  12th  J.  Grande  weighed-in  jack,  perch,  and  roach. — 
G.  F.  Weaver. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society, 

Eobin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville,— On  the 
5th  inst.  H.  Duncombe  weighed-in  a nice  specimen  roach, 
lib.  lOjoz.,  and  C.  Watling,  one,  lib.  7oz.  On  the  12th 
inst.  they  followed  their  success  with  some  splendid 
roach  ; C.  Watling  having  fish  ofjthe  following  weights  : 
21b.  l|oz.,  11b.  9}oz.,  and  11b.  7oz.,  four  roach  weighed 
Gib.  2oz.,  including  some  bream  and  dace,  the  total  was 
141b.  2oz.  H.  Duncombe  had  another  fine  roach, 
lib.  Wj'oz.  The  whole  of  the  above-mentioned  fish  came 
from  the  Central  Association  Fishery  at  Amberlev. — 
J.  S.  Fitch. 

Hearts  of  Oak. — We  had  a poor  show  of  fish  on  the 
12th  inst.,  only  one  member  weighing-in  (Mr.  Leanord, 
with  jack),  he  being  the  winner  of  Mr.  Holmes’s  prize. 
We  go  out  for  Christmas  on  Nov.  2G,  and  fish  from  St. 
Margaret’s  Lock  to  Eatty  Lock ; no  member  to  be 
allowed  to  fish  until  his  entrance  money  be  paid.  Entries 
close  at  twelve  o’clock  on  the  day  of  fishing.— C.  T. 
Eussell. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  the 

12th  inst.  we  were  saved  from  a blank  by  J.  Eowe,  who 
■weighed-in  101b.  Goz.  of  jack,  and  F.  Newton,  41b.  roach. 
The  members  will  fish  for  Christmas  prizes  on  Nov.  2G 
in  the  Langford  waters.  All  to  leave  London  on  the 
morning. — E.  Ghurney. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The 

Eed  Lion,  Portland-street,  Soho,  W. — Mr.  Pope  was 
again  a long  way  in  front  on  the  12th  inst.,  filling  our 
trays  with  a pretty  show  of  roach  and  dace  from  the 
Tidal.  The  following  have  been  elected  members  of 
this  society  : Messrs.  Heath,  White,  and  Eiley. — Snap. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddelton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road. — On  the  12th  inst.  several  of 
our  members  were  out,  but  had  very  little  sport,  only 
Mr.  J.  Croker  had  fish  (roach  and  dace).  We  met  on 
Tuesday  last,  but  so  few  members  were  present  that  no 
business  was  done.  I wish  the  members  would  attend 
on  Tuesday  next,  as  we  have  the  audit  to  go  through. 

I must  inform  the  members  that  the  books  are  not  clear. 
— J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— The  half-yearly 
distribution  of  special  prizes  will  take  place  on  Wednes- 
day evening  next,  the  22nd  inst.,  on  which  occasion  the 
members  will  indulge  in  a supper.  Those  members  who 
intend  being  present  at  the  supper  will  please  send  in 
their  names  not  later  than  the  19th  inst.  The  members 
and  friends  had  a very  pleasant  musical  evening  on 
Wednesday  last  (15th  inst.).  Mr.  T.  Goodwins  occu- 
pied the  chair  ; Mr.  A.  Soar  presided  at  the  pianoforte. 
The  singing  was  first  class,  to  give  a full  account  would 
take  up  too  much  space.  There  are  four  special  prizes 
to  be  competed  for  on  the  2Gth  inst.,  particulars  of  which 
can  be  had  at  the  clubhouse. — H.  B. 


Jolly  Anglers,  Bull  and  Gate.— On  the  12th  inst., 
Messrs.  Flint  and  Clark,  who  had  been  fishing  at  Bures 
for  two  days,  brought  in  a good  show  of  jack,  roach, 
and  perch,  and  Mr.  Hoodless  had  a good  day’s  sport  at 
Elstree.  A special  meeting  was  held  on  Thursday 
evening,  when,  among  other  business,  the  prizes  for  a 
special  day’s  outing  at  Twickenham  were  presented  to 
the  successful  competitors,  and  one  new  member  was 
elected. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.  — The  final 
outing  of  the  season  to  our  Knowsley  water,  on  the 
9th,  was  not  a success,  only  about  a dozen  members 
taking  p,art  in  it.  There  were  two  reasons  for  this  ; 
it  was  a bitterly  cold,  raw  day,  and  there  were  races  at 
Aintree.  Mr.  H.  Wood  won  the  pair  of  statuettes 
(“  Fisher  Boys  ”),  kindly  given  for  the  occasion  by  an 
“ ardent  angler.  ’ The  hotpot  in  the  evening  was  in  Mr. 
Mason’s  best  style,  and  was  proclaimeil  by  those  who 
partook  of  it  as  “too  good.’’  Most  of  our  members 
have  now  put  as’de  their  rods  till  about  next  April,  and 
fishing  matters  will  be  dull  for  some  time  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood.— E.  WOOLFALL. 

Mitre  Brothers,  Kingsgate-street,  Holborn. — I beg 
to  acknowledge,  with  thanks, (^subscriptions  received,  re 
Talbot  Fund,  from  the  following  clubs  : Crown,  J. 
Buckland,  IGs. ; Epsom,  .£1  Is.  Gd.  ; St.  John’s-wood, 
5s.;  Globe  A.S.,  Gs.  Members  fish  for  two  prizes  on  the 
19th.  when  I hope  to  see  a good  show. — A.  Toplis 

North  London  Angling  Society,  The  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road,  N. — On  the  12th  inst.  several  members 
were  out  and  returned  with  empty  creels  ; consequently 
I have  to  record  the  first  blank  of  the  season.  I am 
arranging  a smoking  concert  and  reading  on  behalf  of 
the  Anglers’  Benevolent,  to  take  place  on  Monday, 
Dec.  4,  when  I hope  that  brother  anglers  will  rally  round 
me  to  support  that  noble  institution.  The  said  read- 
ing will  be  described  from  scenes  which  will  be  shown 
by  the  lantern.  The  secretary  read  the  half-yearly 
balance-sheet,  and  the  auditors  gave  their  report  on  the 
. same,  which  showed  a good  balance  on  the  rig’nt  side, 
the  same  being  passed.  On  Nov.  26  we  fish  a match 
at  Waltham  for  four  prizes. — H.  Stretch. 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society,  King  of 
Prussia,  Hoxton. — On  the  12th  inst.  half  a dozen  of  our 
members  were  out,  but  only  three  weighed-in  fish,  a very 
nice  sample  of  roach  : Messrs.  F.  Wood  (51b.  4oz., 
largest  fish,  lib.  4oz.),  S.  Wood  (51b.  Ifoz.),  and  J. 
B.vgrave,  sen.,  41b.  3jnz. — J.  Cuthbebt. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — The  next  return  visit  on  the  No.  1 Eastern 
District  (Anglers’  Association)  will  take  place  on  Mon- 
day, Nov.  27,  at  the  above  House,  when  we  shall  be 
pleased  to  see  as  many  members  and  friends  as  can 
make  it  convenient  to  attend,  any  club  not  having 
received  the  usual  notice  will  kindly  accept  this  as  such. 
— W.  Skeggs. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society. — Some  of 
our  members  were  out  on  the  12th  inst.  for  prizes,  when 
Mr.  Etherington  took  first  and  Mr  Kemp  second.  AVill 
members  please  attend,  so  that  we  may  make  arrange- 
ments for  our  outing  for  Christmas  prizes. — P.  Ether- 
ington. 

Penge  Angling  Society,  The  Lord  Palmerston, 
Maple-road,  Penge,  S.E. — On  the  12th  inst.  some  of  our 
members  had  a most  enjoyable  day’s  outing  at  Amberley. 

I am  pleased  to  repor't  that  Mr.  Menear  had  by  far  the 
best  show  of  fish  again,  roach  and  bream,  weighing-in 
81b.  4Joz.  (largest  roach  11b.  12Joz.);  Mr.  Kelly,  one 
roach,  11b.  8foz.  ; Mr.  Godsmark,  one  roach,  lib.  4oz.  ; 
the  five  largest  roach  turning  the  scale  at  71b.  3oz. — 
W.  F.  Field. 

Persevei’ance  Angling  Society,  Eoyal  Oak, 
Stepney-green. — Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  the 
12th  inst.,  but  only  two,  Messrs.  T.  Tozerand  G.  Ayliff'e, 
were  successful  ; both  weighed-in  perch.  Our  next 
match  will  take  place  on  the  26th  inst.  for  Christmas 
prizes,  also  the  prizes  left  over  from  the  5th  inst. 
Members  please  note  that  there  are  several  specimen 
prizes  to  be  taken. — W.  Eussell. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.  W. — On  the  12bh  inst.  we  had  a nice  show  of  fish. 
Mr.  Elbourn,  61b.  8oz.  roach  and  dace  from  the  Thames  ; 
Mr.  Arthur  Chapman  weighed-in  for  the  first  time, 
having  a jack  81b.  6|oz.,  also  some  smaller  ones  ; Charles 
Chapman  weighed-in  jack.  Mr.  Scoble  was  elected  a 
working  member,  and  also  added  lOs.  Gd.  to  the  prize 
list.  Mr.  Kiellier  gave  a turkey  for  a Christmas  prize. 
— H.  W.  Morgan. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Eising  Sun, 
Harper  Street,  New  Kent  Eoad. — Our  November  com- 
petition will  take  place  at  Twickenham  on  the  26th  inst. 
(punt).  Members  wishing  to  compete  will  oblige  by 
sending  in  their  names  hy  Wednesday,  Nov.  22,  to 
enable  me  to  secure  punts  for  them.  Messrs.  J.  Utting, 
H.  Mitchell,  and  W.  Hawes  had  a nice  show  of  roach, 
chub,  and  jack  ; largest  roach  weighed-in  by  the  first 
named,  lib.  l()oz. — E.  Pyne. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  A’Vindsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — There  were  only 
three  shows  of  fish  on  Nov.  12,  among  them  being  two 
fine  chub,  by  Mr.  Whitford,  the  largest  turning  the 
scale  at  21b.  12oz.  The  question  of  our  annual  Christmas 
Outing  was  brought  forward,  and  after  discussion  it  was 
left  open  till  Monday  next,  when  I hope  a small  com- 
mittee will  be  formed  to  carry  it  to  a satisfactory  issue. 
-W.  B. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials,  Queen’s  Arms,  la.  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road.— On  Nov.  IG  Mr.  Norris  weighed- 
in  a nice  show  of  roach.  Members  please  remember  the 
smoking  concert  on  behalf  of  Mr.  French  of  the  Prince 
of  Wales  Angling  Society  who  saved  a brother  angler 
from  drowning  in  the  canal  at  Langley  last  summer. — 
W.  H.  Egberts.  I 


Biodney  Piscatorials,  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales,  Kinglake-street,  Old  Kent-road. — The  members 
of  the  above  society  will  fish  their  monthly  outing  at 
Langford  to  Maldon,  on  the  2Gth  inst.,  all  to  go  to  Lang- 
ford. Train  leaves  Liverpool-street  8.25  a.m.  I am 
sorry  to  say  we  had  a poor  show  of  fish  on  the  12th 
inst.,  Mr.  Davis  being  the  only  one  with  daee. — F.  T. 
Lamberton. 

St.  Thomas’s  Angling  Society,  Waterman’s  Arms, 
Paris-street,  Lambeth,  S.E. — Mr.  W.  Stone,  on  the  T2th 
inst.,  weighed-in  a nice  show  of  bream  and  roach,  the 
largest  roach  weighing  21b.  2|oz.,  and  the  largest  bream 
3Jlb.  Mr.  W.  Beams  bad  also  a nice  tray  of  bream  and 
roach,  and  Mr.  G.  Eeeves  roach  and  dace,  the  latter 
member  taking  a prize  from  the  aeries.  For  the 
remaining  prizes  the  members  intend  fishing  H-arlow  on 
the  19th  inst, — G.  Morton. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society.— Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth. — Very  few  members  went 
fishing  on  the  12th,  but  Mr.  Stone,  of  the  St.  Thomas’s 
Angling  Society,  brought  up  and  weighed  in  the  club- 
room  a splendid  roach  of  21b.  3Joz.,  and  a bream  of  31b. 
taken  from  the  Central  Association  waters  at  Amberley. 
The  next  visit  on  the  S.L.U.  List  will  take  place  on 
Monday,  27th  inst.,  at  this  club  house,  when  I trust  to 
see  my  good  old  friends,  the  anglers,  muster  round  me 
in  full  force. — J.  Wright. 

Serapis  Angling  Society.  — At  a well-attended 
meeting  on  Wednesday  last  we  decided  ta  have  our 
next  outing  on  Dec.  5,  at  Shepperton,  to  fish  for  six 
prizes ; and  we  hope  to  see  every  member  compete,  as 
this  is  a special  competition.  Mr.  A.  Jardine  will  read 
a paper  on  Wednesday  next  on  “ Thames  Fishing  Fifty 
Years  Ago,”  when  we  hope  to  see  a good  muster  present 
to  support  him.  Members  and  angling  friends  are 
cordially  invited,  and  will  be  made  welcome.  Two  new 
members  were  made  last  meeting. — J.  Laming,  sec. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The 
Grafton  Arms,  Grafton-street. — The  only  member  who 
succeeded  in  getting  fish  was  Mr.  Barnes,  with  roach 
and  chub  31b.  7ioz.  (one  chub  lib.  7oz.).  Members  will 
please  attend  next  Wednesday  to  discuss  the  conditions 
of  our  Christmas  prizes,  which  have  been  voted  out  of 
the  funds.  I hope  to  see  a good  attendance. — C.  B. 
Lumby. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  the  12th  inst.  the 
greater  number  of  our  fishing  members  were  out,  but  in 
consequence  of  the  low  and  clear  state  of  the  waters 
only  one  member  (Mr.  Fletcher)  weighed-in  roach, 
thereby  saving  the  club  a blank.  We  hope  to  see  better 
results  on  the  19th  inst, — Pelican. 

Slough  and  Langley  Angling  Society,  Club 
House,  Dolphin  Hotel,  Slough. — Special  notice  to  the 
members  of  the  Anglers’  Association. — Our  competition 
will  take  place  (free)  on  the  19th  inst.  As  to  conditions 
and  prizes,  see  last  week’s  Fishing  Gazette.  I hope  to 
see  a good  muster  on  this  occasion. — E.  Jenkins. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society.  — Hope, 
Pollard-row,  E. — The  members  of  the  above  were  our 
on  the  12th  inst.  for  nine  prizes  at  Amberley,  and  only 
four  were  taken.  Mr.  T.  Jones,  first,  .51b.  4jOZ.  bream, 
ll|oz.  roach  ; Mr.  Mills,  51b.  Goz.  bream  ; Mr.  Henry, 
11b.  ll|oz.  bream  ; Mr.  Sayce,  14.jOz.  bream ; Mr.  D. 
Marks,  fishing  elsewhere,  21b.  4dz.  roach. — T.  Satce. 

South  Loudon  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  235,  Camber  well- road. — On  Nov.  19  we  fish  for 
thi’ee  prizes  at  Langford,  and  one  extra  special  prize  of 
a pair  of  fishing  boots  given  by  Mr.  Pyle  for  the  heaviest 
one  dace  over  Goz.— J.  J.  F. 

South  London  United  'Visiting  List. — A visit 
of  the  societies  on  this  list  was  paid  to  the  Bermondsey 
Brothers  on  the  13th  and  proved  a great  success,  their 
club-room  being  filled  to  overflowing.  The  following 
twenty-two  clubs  responded  to  the  call  of  the  roll : 
Second  Surrey,  Anchor  and  Hope,  Anglers’  Pride, 
South  London,  Peckham  Brothers,  Wellington,  United 
Brothers,  Grange,  St.  Albans  and  Excelsior,  Walworth 
Waltouians,  Waggoners,  Blackfriars,  St.  Thomas’s, 
Amicable,  Excelsior,  St.  George’s,  Pixey  Brothers,  City 
of  London,  Silver  Trout,  Great  Northern  Brothers,  New 
Albion.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Second  Surrey,  on 
Monday  the  27th,  Mr.  J.  Wright,  the  popular  vice- 
president  of  the  list,  beine  secretary  of  this  society.  I 
have  little  doubt  they  will  have  their  usual  bumiier. — 
A.  Conn. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — The  next  match  takes 
place  on  Nov.  26.  Final  conditions  to  be  made  on 
Tuesday  next,  Nov.  21,  when  members  will  oblige  by 
attending  early  as  there  is  other  important  business 
to  transact. — H.  Ebaves. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford. — Several  members  of 
the  above  were  out  on  the  12th  inst.,  Mr.  W.  Windred 
being  the  only  member  who  weighed-in  (some  nice 
jack).  On  Tuesday,  the  28th,  “ Old  Izaak  ” has  promised 
to  read  a paper  to  the  members  of  the  above,  and  dis 
tribute  their  prizes,  when  a smoking  concert  will  follow. 
Anglers  and  friends  are  invited.  Those  who  have 
promised  prizes  will  kindly  oblige  by  sending  the  same 
to  the  secretary  as  soon  as  possible. — H.  Tyler, 

■Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  V’auxhall  Cross. — Several  of  ours  were  out  on 
the  12th  inst.  The  following  had  fish : Mr.  Powell, 
jack ; Mr.  Pain,  roach  and  dace.  Our  usual  weekly 
meeting  took  place  on  Tuesday  last,  with  a fair  attend- 
ance, Mr.  Pain  in  the  chair  pro  tern.  Some  important 
business  was  got  through.  After  our  financial  affairs 
were  disposed  of,  the  rest  of  the  evening  was  devoted 
to  harmony.  I must  again  ask  members  to  attend  next 
Tuesday,  as  we  want  to  make  the  final  arrangements  for 
our  Christmas  outing. — H.  C. 
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Waltham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  King’s 
Arms.— Our  takes  have  been  very  small  lately.  On 
Saturday  J.  Lapwood  bad  lljoz.  of  roach,  and  these 
were  the  only  prize  fish  woighed-in.  Any  clubs  wisning 
to  send  an  entry  for  H,  Avis’s  representative  match 
are  requested  to  do  so  to  roach  mo  on  the  morning, 
t’onditions  ; entries  Is.,  to  be  returned  in  second  and 
following  prizes  ; lish  from  10  a.ni.  to  5 p.m.,  Nov.  26  ; 
first  prize  ^£1,  given  by  Harry  Avis.  Entries  published 
next  week.  -A.  G.  Beach.  _ _ . . 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul’s  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road.  The  next  com- 
petition takes  places  on  Nov.  19  for  six  lapsed  prizes. 
There  are  'seven  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  Wednesday, 
Nov.  22.  Both  competitions  to  be  open. — C.  Hibble. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— Members  were  more 
fortunate  on  the  12th  inst.  at  Twickenham,  all  the  prizes 
being  taken.  The  result  was  as  follows  : 1st,  Mr.  Brent, 
with  roach  and  dace  ; 2nd,  Mr.  Gordon,  and  3rd,  Mr. 
Jenkins.  Mr.  Haines,  who  did  not  fish  in  the  match, 
weighed-in  61b.  roach  and  dace.  A Christmas  competi- 
tion has  been  arranged,  entrance  fee  Is.  ; members 
wishing  to  join  will  please  give  their  names  to  me  as 
early  as  possible,  in  order  that  the  prize  list  may  be 
arranged. — C.  W. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Arlington-street,  New 
North-road.— On  the  12th  inst.  Mr.  Backhouse  had  a 
jiice  show  of  jack,  largest  fish  61b.  Ijoz.  ; Mr.  Edwards, 
roach  ; Mr.  Rickards,  dace  ; Mr.  Hake,  roach.  We  bad 
several  members  out  at  the  match,  but  not  one  bad 
sufficient  weight  of  fish  to  take  a prize.  I hope  members 
will  notice  that  there  is  a prize  for  gross  weight  of  roach 
this  month  (November). — W.  M. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— On  the  12th  inst., 
several  of  our  members  were  out,  but  only  two  returned 
with  fish — Mr.  F.  Horner,  roach  : and  Mr.  E.  Lowther, 
roach  and  perch.  1 hope  to  have  a better  report  next 
week. — E.  Lowther. 

Westminster  Angling  Society.— On  the  12th 
inst.  a good  muster  of  the  Westminster  and  Horseferry 
anglers  went  down  to  Kingston  to  compete  for  the 
Wedminster  Times  annual  and  other  club  prizes. 
Unfortunately  no  one  was  able  to  obtain  the  stipulated 
amount  to  weigh-in,  consequently  the  prizes  stand  over 
until  next  meeting.  It  was  arranged  by  the  members 
present  at  the  Horseferry  clubhouse  on  their  return  to 
hold  a meeting  at  the  Westminster  Anglers’  clubhouse 
on  Thursday  at  9 p.m.,  to  arrange  a time  and  place  for 
their  next  outing.  On  Tuesday,  the  14th,  being  club 
night,  only  a few  members  attended,  owing,  no  doubt,  to 
the  weather.  All  members  wishing  to  be  present  at  the 
supper  on  the  30th  will  please  inform  secretary  not  later 
than  the  28th.  Any  gentleman  wishing  to  join  us, 
kindly  apply  to  the  secretary. — J.  G. 


“ I TELL  you  that  idleness  doesn’t  pay.  The  surest 
way  for  a person  to  get  ahead  is  to  keep  moving.” 
‘‘Guess  you’re  right.  That’s  the  way  four  or  five 
tenants  got  ahead  of  me  last  week.” 

Look  1 Under  that  broad  beech  tree  I sat  down  when 
I was  last  this  way  a-fishing.  And  the  birds  in  the 
adjoining  grove  seemed  to  have  a friendly  contention 
with  an  echo,  whose  dead  voice  seemed  to  live  in  a 
hollow  tree,  near  to  the  brow  of  the  primrose  hill. 
There  I sat  viewing  the  silver  streams  glide  silently 
towards  their  centre,  the  tempestuous  sea,  &c.  As  I 
thus  sat  these  and  other  sights  had  so  fully  possessed 
my  soul  with  content  that  I thought,  as  the  poet  hath 
happily  expressed  it,  ‘‘I  was  for  that  time  lifted  above 
earth.” 

Red  hair  is  explained  as  the  result  of  a superabun- 
dance of  iron  in  the  blood.  To  the  same  cause  is 
assigned  the  vigour,  the  elasticity,  the  great  vitality, 
the  overflowing,  healthy  animal  life  which  runs  riot 
through  the  veins  of  the  ruddy-haired,  and  this  strong 
sentient  animal  life  is  what  renders  them  more  intense 
in  their  emotions  than  their  more  languid  fellow- 
creatures.  The  excess  of  iron,  also,  it  is  stated,  pro- 
duces freckles  on  the  peculiarly  clear,  white  skin,  which 
always  accompanies  red  hair.  This  skin  is  abnormally 
sensitive  to  the  action  of  the  sun’s  rays,  which  not  only 
bring  out  the  little  brown  spots  in  abundance,  but  are 
also  said  to  burn  like  a mustard  plaster,  producing  a 
queer,  creepy  sensation,  as  if  the  skin  was  being 
shrivelled  up  by  them. — Invention. 

California  Mid-winter  International  Exposi- 
t-ion.— Of  the  five  main  buildings  of  the  California  Mid- 
winter International  Exposition,  which  opens  at  San 
Francisco  on  New  Year’s  Day,  work  is  actively  in  pro- 
gress on  all  except  the  Administration  building.  Those 
which  are  now  in  process  of  construction  are  the  build- 
ings devoted  to  Manufactures  and  Liberal  Arts, 
Mechanical  Arts,  Fine  Arts,  and  Agriculture  and 
Horticulture.  Work  on  them  is  progressing  with 
nothing  less  than  startling  rapidity.  On  the  Mechanical 
I Arts  Building  carpenters  are  working  like  beavers,  the 
studding  and  bridging  of  three  sides  are  as  high  as  the 
first  story.  The  outlines  of  the  big  tower  can  be  plainly 
seen.  On  the  Manufactures  and  Liberal  Arts  the  walls 
are  just  rising,  and  the  dimensions  of  the  immense  build- 
ing can  be  plainly  seen.  The  Fine  Arts  Bnilding  is 
being  pushed  on  as  rapidly  as  the  rest.  The  concrete 
foundation  is  complete,  and  the  walla  have  begun  to 
show  on  the  three  sides.  There  is  not  the  slightest 
danger  that  the  buildings  will  not  be  ready  in  time. 


Mh.  Alexander  'Wright,  Accountant,  of  10,  Everelda-strest, 
Bamsbury,  N.  (member  o£  the  Gresham,  Junior  Fly-Fishers,  &a.), 
undertakes  the  auditing  and  balancing  of  every  description  of 
accounts  at  moderate  rates.  Kents  and  debts  collected. 


ANGLING  COMPETITIONS. 

The  fishing  season  that  is  just  closing  will  be  remem- 
bered by  anglers  as  one  of  the  worst  that  has  even  been 
known,  if  not  the  very  worst.  For  once  there  is  a reason 
that  fully  accounts  for  it,  and  that  is  the  drought.  All 
fisheries,  salmon,  trout,  and  coarse  fish,  have  felt  its 
effects,  and  those  effects  have  been,  if  not  to  absolutely 
destroy,  at  least  to  reduce  their  sport  to  a minimum. 
Most  anglers  have  given  up  fishing  as  hopeless,  for 
except  the  favoured  few  who  get  some  grayling  fishing, 
and  for  them  it  has  been  and  is  a splendid  time,  and 
those  who  harden  their  hearts  and  care  not  for  the 
harm  they  do  to  the  river  by  using  Stewart  tackle  and 
the  worm,  fishing  has  been  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit. 
So  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  never  has 
there  been  such  a season  for  poaching,  and  the  disap- 
pointed angler  who  could  not  make  up  his  basket  by  fair 
means  has  not  in  many  instances,  hesitated  to  resort  to 
foul,  so  as  to  take  something  home  with  him.  This  year 
has  brought  out  into  very  strong  relief  the  evils  of  what 
has  become,  among  a certain  elass  of  anglers,  so  very 
popular — the  angling  eontests — and  we  think  that  the 
time  has  come  when  it  should  be  considered  by  the  clubs 
of  light  and  leading  whether  an  attempt  should  not  be 
made  to  get  rid  of  these  contests. 

Even  if  they  did  no  harm  to  a river  we  should  object  to 
them  very  strongly,  as  we  hold  they  are  opposed  to  all 
true  sport, but  as  they  do  actual  harm  to  the  river,  espe- 
cially in  a season  like  the  present,  in  our  opinion, 
the  time  has  come  when  the  question  whether  these 
contests  should  be  allowed  to  be  continued  should  be 
carefully  considered.  Angling  contests  as  now  con- 
ducted neither  furnish  sport  nor  are  an  exhibition  of 
skill.  A stretch  of  river  is  fixed  upon  and  pegged  out 
into  so  many  stations,  each  of  which  is  numbered.  A 
great  gathering  of  the  club  takes  place  at  some  public- 
house,  and  the  numbers  are  determined  by  ballot.  Hence 
it  follows  that  if  all  is  fair  in  the  selection— and  we  do 
not  always  think  it  is— some  of  the  members  must  be  out 
of  it.  In  a stretch  of  half  a mile  it  is  impossible  to  draw, 
say,  fifty  equally  good  places.  At  some  it  is  quite  im- 
possible to  catch  anything ; at  others  there  is  a fair 
chance.  This  season  this  is  more  than  ever  the  case,  as 
it  might  quite  happen  that  one  member  might  get  a place 
with  no  water,  or  next  to  none. 

But  assuming  ten  places  are  fairly  allotted,  a compe- 
tition which  consists  of  fishing  within  a space  of,  say, 
ten  or  twelve  yards,  against  nine  other  men  in  similar 
circumstances,  is  no  test  whatever  of  the  skill  of  a man 
as  a fisherman.  The  expert  may  very  well  find  himself 
placed  opposite  to  a bit  of  water  that  it  is  quite  useless 
to  attempt  to  fish,  while  the  man  who  has  never  fished 
before  may  find  himself  placed  over  a swim  where  there 
are,  say,  a lot  of  gudgeon,  and  he  cannot  fail  to  catch 
three  or  four  pounds  weight  of  fish— quite  enough  to  win 
the  prizes  in  these  so-called  contests.  We  start,  there- 
fore, with  this,  that  the  contests  are  no  test  whatever  of 
a man’s  skill  as  a fisherman,  even  if  fairly  carried  out  ; 
they  are  competilions,  but  not  in  skill,  and  as  such  are 
really  beneath  the  notice  of  anyone  who  calls  himself  an 
angler.  If  the  start  is  bad,  the  subsequent  proceedings 
are  worse  : the  object  is  to  catch  fish  to  get  the  greatest 
weight,  so  that  everything  counts,  and  there  is  a strong 
and  very  often  an  irresistible  temptation  to  treat  all  as 
fish  that  come  to  the  net ; hence  the  capture  of  under- 
sized fish  is  no  uncommon  thing. 

It  may  be  admitted  that  some  of  the  better  clubs 
decline  to  allow  an  undersized  fish  to  be  weighed-in  ; but 
there  are  clubs  and  clubs,  and  some  of  them  are  not  so 
very  particular,  and  allow  anything  to  count.  When 
the  highest  weights  are  about  three  pounds,  a fish  of  an 
ounce  may  make  the  difference  of  prize  or  no  prize.  We 
therefore  say  that  in  the  majority  of  instances  not  only 
do  these  contests  really  produce  no  sport,  but  they  are 
actually  hurtful  to  the  river,  as  they  are  the  means  of 
encouraging  the  capture  of  undersized  fish,  and  the 
worst  of  it  is  too,  that  the  capture  of  small  fish  is  a 
habit  that  grows.  A man  who  keeps  them  on  one  occa- 
sion keeps  them  on  another,  so  that  a class  of  men  are 
produced  who  habitually  keep  all  they  catch,  not  only  at 
contests,  but  also  on  all  occasions.  We  are  of  opinion 
that  the  harm  done  to  some  rivers^  by  the  capture  of 
undersized  fish  by  anglers  is  not  sufficiently  considered. 
Persons  think  the  number  is  so  small  it  makes  no  differ- 
ence ; but  take  the  case  of  a trout  stream,  where  fish 
are  artificially  bred  and  turned  out,  and  the  men  keep 
trout  of,  say,  four  inches — and  this  is  no  uncommon 
thing.  If  this  goes  on  day  after  day  through  a season 
you  will  get  rid  of  a thousand  trout. — Land  and  Water. 


The  River  Arun  Navigation.— Mr.  Francis  Hop- 
wood,  C.M.G.,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  opened  an  inquiry  at  Arundel  on  Wednesday, 
with  reference  to  the  novel  application  may  by  Lord 
Leconfield,  Mr.  Holmes,  and  Mr.  Atkey,  proprietors  of 
the  canal,  for  an  order  from  the  Board  of  Trade  en- 
abling them  to  abandon  and  drain  the  River  Arun 
Navigation.  This  is  the  first  case  of  the  kind  under 
the  Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act,  1888.  The  naviga- 
tion formerly  paid  well,  and  formed  a link  of  water 
communication  between  Portsmouth  and  the  Thames. 
Mr.  Arnold  represented  the  proprietors,  and  Messrs. 
Norton,  Rose,  and  Co.,  the  Brighton  Railway  Company, 
Captain  Mostyn,  and  the  Duke  of  Norfolk.  Sir  Walter 
Barttelot  appeared  in  support  of  his  case,  and  o^er 
claimants  of  compensation  were  represented.  The 
navigation  is  disused  in  consequence  of  the  competition 
of  the  railway  company,  but  it  is  contended  that  if  the 
water  is  let  off,  the  riparian  owners  will  suffer  much 
damage  from  the  lack  of  fencing  for  cattle,  loss  of 
water  right,  and  other  easements. 


FOUND  IN  THE  TRAWL. 


“ Noss  Mayo  ” contributes  an  article  to  Baily’s 
Mai/azine  on  the  sociability  of  anglers,  and  says  that 
although  a retrospect  of  the  past  season  is  anything  but 
pleasant,  yet  the  opportunity  has  been  offered  for 
observing  more  satisfactorily  the  different  classes  of 
riverside  wanderers  one  fortunately  or  unfortunately 
meets.  ‘‘There  are,”  he  writes,  “as  many  degrees 
of  sociability  in  fishers  as  there  are  degrees  of  ability  in 
fishing — just  as  many  of  the  peculiar  tastes  and  inclina- 
tions which  a man  hugs  to  himself  as  being  the  essentials 
to  success  in  piscatorial  enterprise,  as  there  are 
peculiar  tastes  and  inclinations  in  the  enterprises  lead- 
ing to  success  in  more  mundane  matters.  Continual 
fishing  ought  to  level  people  up  to  one  general  tone,  but 
it  does  not.  The  right  sort  of  angler  constantly  sees 
someone  he  knows,  and  he  is  pleased  thereat ; the  wrong 
sort  knows  no  one  he  sees,  and  he  is  also  pleased  thereat. 
The  same  end  is  attained,  but  by  different  means.  We 
meet  during  our  riverside  peregrinations  the  man  who  is 
talented,  and  thoughtful  for  those  who  come  after  ; and 
the  man  who  lays  himself  out  for  an  intentional  monopoly 
of  the  whole  water,  takes  very  little,  or  too  much,  out  of 
it,  and  completely  spoils  it  for  anybody  who  may  come 
along  behind.  People  of  this  latter  class  are  few,  and 
naturally  so.  Persistent  angling  must  make  a gentleman 
of  a man  in  the  end,  even  although  he  be  a misanthrope, 
which  is  his  affliction,  not  his  fault.” 

#»*•*** 

A GENTLEMAN,  who  was  rescued  from  drowning  in  the 
river  Cam,  declared  that  the  accident  would  be  an  advan- 
tage to  him  hereafter,  as  he  would  be  able  to  say  he 
‘‘  was  brought  up  at  Cambridge.” 

******* 

■‘  You  fellows  appear  to  catch  a lot  of  fish  every 
week;  what  do  you  do  with  them!”  ‘‘ Oh,  we  eat  all 
we  can,  and  can  all  we  can’t.” 

******* 
Sturgeon,  for  their  size,  are  the  weakest  of  all  fish. 
They  are  found  in  some  parts  weighing  over  a ton,  but 
are  perfectly  helpless  when  attacked  by  a swordfish  the 
size  of  a herring. 

#»**♦** 

A WELL-KNOWN  club  angler  recently  went  out  well 
equipped  with  fishing  basket  slung  over  his  shoulder 
and  rods  in  hand.  In  order  to  more  thoroughly  enjoy 
the  day  on  the  river  he  entered  a tobacconist’s  to  pur- 
chase some  of  the  ‘‘  boon  companion.”  It  was  raining 
fast  at  the  time,  and  says  the  sportive  angler  ^to  the 
shopkeeper,  “Nice  day  for  my  work,  isn’t  it?”  The 
tobacconist  looking  up  and  seeing  a brown  strap  across 
his  customer’s  shoulder  replied,  “ ’Bus  conductor ! Yes, 
it  is  anasty  day — so  muddy,  ain’t  it  ? ” The  angler,  who 
considered  himself  “ got  up  regardless,”  &c.,  didn’t  see 
the  joke. 

******* 

There  was  a young  love-stricken  Sioux, 

Who  called  on  a maiden  to  wioux ; 

But  her  father  was  there, 

And  deprived  him  of  hair. 

And  gave  him  the  toe  of  his  shioux. 

****** 

A Columbia  river  salmon  of  821b.  is  now  on  view  at 
the  Chicago  Exhibition. 

******* 

A GOOD  fisherman  should  make  a good  arbitrator,  for 
he  always  knows  when  to  draw  the  line. 

******* 

Those  who  advertise  best  and  most  feel  the  hard 
times  least. 

******* 

“ Is  there  any  danger  of  the  boa-constrictor  biting 
me  ?”  asked  a lady  visitor  of  an  attendant  at  the  Zoo- 
logical Gardens.  “Not  the  least,  marm,”  said  the 
attendant,  " he  never  bites — he  swallows  his  wittles 


Snowdon  is  the  highest  mountain  south  of  the  Tweed, 
and  Scaw  Fell  Pikes  in  Cumberland,  the  summit  of 
which  is  3166  feet  above  the  sea  level,  the  greatest 
elevation  in  England. 

******* 

A dominie,  examining  his  scholars  on  the  Bible  lesson, 
asked  a young  urchin  the  question,  “ Who  was  Jesse  ?” 
Without  hesitation,  the  boy  answered,  “ The  Flower 
o’  Dunblane,  sir.’’ 

*******  ^ 

Figg  ; “ Y'ou  think,  I suppose,  because  a story  is  old  it 
must  be  good.”  Fogg:  “On  the  contrary,  I think 
because  it  is  good  it  must  be  old.” 

******* 

At  Lambeth-walk,  the  Thames  is  1001  feet  in  width  ; 
near  Whitehall-gardens,  1200  feet ; opposite  Bucking- 
ham-terrace,  1480  feet : and  opposite  Somerset  House 
and  the  Temple  Gardens,  above  1200  feet. 

» • * * * * . * 

Frog  pies  were  invented  by  the  Italians  in  the  four- 
teenth eentury. 

******* 

Wasps  were  the  first  paper  makers. 

******* 

Man:  “ Hullo,  what  are  you  doing  there?”  Boy: 
“Fishing.”  Man:  “For  pleasure?”  Boy:  “No.” 

Man:  “For  amusement?”  Boy:  ‘’No.”  Man:  “To 
pass  your  time?”  Boy:  “ No.”  Man:  “Then  what 
on  earth  are  you  fishing  for  P ” Boy:  “Fish.” 

*******  ^ ^ 
Angler  : “ Can  I go  through  this  gate  to  the  river  P” 
Farmer : “ Perhaps  so,  a load  of  hay  went  through  this 
morning.” 
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HENRY  MILWARD  & SONS,  Limited, 

WASHFORD  MILLS,  REDDITCH. 

I^ondon:  8,  GREISHAIVI  S.C. 

('W'holesale  only.) 


TRADE 


MARK. 


The  “MODEL”  ROD  (Wyers’  Patent),  the  most  distinct  improvement  in  rod 
building  ever  invented.  This  rod  combines  extraordinary  strength  with  minimum 
weight,  and  is  made  in  three  patterns — spinning,  bottom,  and  trolling. 

MILWARD’S  SUPERIOR  SPLIT  CANE  SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS. 
These  are  of  our  own  make,  and  we  have  made  a new  departure,  which  enables  us  to 
place  the  finest  goods  on  the  market  at  a considerable  reduction  on  the  usual  prices 
of  English  made  rods. 

MILWARD’S  GREENHEART  SALMON  AND  TROUT  RODS,  built  on  the 
most  approved  princiisles,  and  of  tested  materials.  Best  value  in  the  trade. 


THE  "INDESTRUCTIBLE”  PHANTOM  MINNOW  (» 

With  patent  swivel  head  and  spring  loop  for  attaching  new  hooks  to  replace 

breakages. 


0 


This  patent  wire  attachment  can  also  be  fitted  to  the  ordinary  silk  phantoms,  and, 
if  required,  with  only  the  swivel  head. 

SAIVIPUEIS  AND  PRICES  ON  APPLICATION. 

We  have  now  introduced  two  pike  sizes  in  this  patent  minnow,  which  are  mounted 
with  our  improved  extra  strong  treble  hooks . 
SPECIALITIES, — Hooks,  Square  Plait  Waterproofed  Silk  Line,  Gut  Casting 
Lines,  Greenheart,  Hickory,  and  Split  Cane,  Fly,  Bait  and  Spinning  Rods,  &c. 

Illustrated  Catalogiue  (Trade  only)  on  application. 


Wm.  BARTLEET  & SONS, 

ABBEA^  MILLS,  RELDITCH, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

“ TESTED  ” FISH  HOOKS  AND  FISHING  TACKLE. 


PATENT  “ SEEPENTANIC  ” BAIT. 

BACK  VIEW,  CURVED. 


la^  inches  to  4j  inches. 

In  Nickel  or  Gilt. 

PATENT  RICHMOND  SPINNER  (Geen’s  Patent). 
PATENT  “ARCHER”  SPINNER  (Hay  nes’  Patent). 
PATENT  PHOSPHOR  BRONZE  COLLAPSING  RINGS. 
“ARCHER”  IMPROVED  WATERPROOF  SILK  LINES. 
“ARCHER”  GUT  CASTS  AND  HOOKS  TO  GUT. 

PENNELL’S  TURN-DOWN  EYED  HOOKS. 
MALLESON  CELEBRATED  SPLIT  CANE  RODS. 
WYER’S  PATENT  FISHING  RODS. 


A REEL  FOR  THE  MILLION." 

Light  and  Strong. 

“ARCHER”  PATENT  REEL, 

Invaluable  for  bottom  fishing. 

Can  be  used  fitted  to  any  Rod,  whether 
Winch-fitted  or  not. 


W.  B.  & Sons’ 
goods  can 
be  obtained 
Retail 
through 
any 

Pishing 
Tackle  Dealer. 


London  House:  53.  GEESHAM  STEEET,  E.C, 
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Practical  in  every  detail.  Wear  Guaranteed.  Greatest  variety  and  large.st  stock  in  the  Kingdom. 

WApiNG  TROUSERS. 


INTO,  X. 

For  Hard 
Wear 


45/- 


3XTo.  2, 

For  Medium 
Work 


38/6 


3XTo.  3. 

For  Light 
Summer 
Wear 


35/'  '£'28/6  ‘£"24/6 


For 

Medium 

Work 


Eutoroil  at  Stationers’  Ham,. 


LESS  5 PER  CENT.  DISCOUNT  FOR  CASH. 


The  Anglers’  Waterproofers, 

3"7  

QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET. 

LONDON,  E.C. 
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NOTICE.  


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday, 
andean  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and 
Son’s  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News- 
agents and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces.  t,  i,  j. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department, 
Fishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c., 
should  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Mabston,  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses, 
not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
a guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com- 
munications. ___ 

n?ex*xns  of  Subsox>iX>f  ion. 

Tho  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dunstan’s  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland  ...  ...  ...  10s.  6d. 

Six  Months  ditto  ditto  5s.  4d. 

,,  Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  sub- 
scription, including  postage 12s.  6d. 

JVdvevtiisemexi.i)S. 

Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 

Dunstan’s  House.  Fetter-lane,  London. 

— — 

WITH  which  is  incobpoeated 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  NOVEMBER  2.5th,  1893. 

ANGLING  AND  NETTING  IN  SCOITIH 
WATER8. 

THE  YEAR’S  EARLY  SEASON. 


By  YV.  iluKDOcu. 

The  salmon  season  of  1893  in  Scotch  waters  has 
been  of  a very  remarkable  character.  By  anglers 
as  well  as  netters,  is  is  safe  to  say,  it  will  long  be 
remembered.  Auspiciously  enough  it  opened,  for 
the  show  of  salmon  in  the  earliest  waters  was 
good  — perhaps  quite  an  average.  Anglers 
accordingly  were  jubilant,  and  netsmen  elated 
over  the  prospect  of  a splendid  harvest. 

For  weeks  before  the  netting  commenced  any- 
where, anglers  as  usual  had  been  out  on  a number 
of  fisheries.  The  spring  angling  waters  of  the 
Tay,  through  weather  and  water  keeping  right  in 
the  main,  yielded  well  on  the  whole  until  the  nets 
went  on,  and  for  a short  time  afterwards. 
Earlier — that  is  before  the  rod  season  opened — 
the  fish  must  frecjuently  have  been  travelling  in 
great  numbers,  for  to  all  appearance  the  pools 
were  abundantly  stocked,  and  the  Loch  'I’ay  stock 
of  fish,  which  was  unusually  great,  had  mostly  all 
made  the  ascent,  and  a good  fair  number  of  them 
probably  reached  the  loch. 

Foi'  a brief  space  of  time  after  its  commence- 
ment the  angling  on  Loch  Tay  was  a little  stifi'. 
This  may  have  been  due  partly  to  tho  weather 
and  partly  to  fish  not  being  forward  in  really 
great  strength.  However,  the  after  results  were 
excellent,  and  tho  season  turned  out  a great 


success.  There  proved  to  be  a grand  stock  of 
fisb,  and  later  over  into  the  season  than  usual  the 
sport  with  them  kept  up  remarkably  well.  Few 
of  the  rods  had  big  one-day  takes,  and  short  runs 
of  brilliant  success  were  conspicuously  absent. 
These  by  no  means  were  features  of  tliis  year’s 
Loch  Tay  fishing  season ; rather  the  good  steady 
sport  and  its  long  continuance  were  the  features 
of  it. 

During  the  winter  the  Tay,  by  reason  of  its 
greater  volume  and  higher  temperature,  is  better 
calculated  to  draw  the  fish  than  almost  any  other 
Scotch  river.  Rarely  is  it  too  cold  to  deter  them 
from  entering  it,  and  more  rarely  is  it  so  low  or 
frost-bound  as  to  prevent  free  ascent — at  least  for 
longer  than  very  brief  jieriods.  Accordingly  when 
tho  shoals  arrive  from  the  outer  waters  they  have 
not,  as  in  many  districts,  to  hang  about  waiting 
for  opportunities  to  ascend.  Straight  on  they 
can  hold  their  way,  making  for  the  angling  reaches 
and  the  loch.  Not  another  river  in  Scotland  is  so 
naturally  adapted  for  having  a continuous  run 
of  winter  and  spring  fish.  Therefore  it  is  obvious 
that  but  for  the  terrible  array  of  nets,  and  the 
ridiculous  severity  of  the  netting,  not  a few  reaches 
of  the  Tay  would  afford  very  early  salmon 
angling  quite  equal  to  the  best  got  anywhere  else 
in  the  country.  But  this  cannot  and  never  will 
be  so  long  as  matters  are  as  they  are. 

On  the  crack  early  angling  rivers  of  the  far 
north,  which  are  used  with  a view  to  the  best 
obtainable  results  in  the  earlier  months  being 
had  by  the  rods,  the  severity  of  the  winter  up 
to  the  middle  of  January  militated  greatly  against 
an  auspicious  opening  of  the  season.  To  the 
coast  line  of  these  rivers  a good  appearance  of 
fish  had  come  on  before  the  rod  fishing  com- 
menced. However,  no  good  run  of  them  inland 
took  place  in  time,  and  the  season  consecpiently 
opened  in  a manner  decidedly  barren  of  sport. 
Little  else  was  to  be  looked  for.  Not  at  all  a 
right  chance  had  the  fish  of  running  even  had 
they  desired.  The  river  water,  besides  being  too 
low,  was  freezing  cold,  and  this  alone  was  enough 
to  deter  them  from  seeking  to  run.  By  and  by 
a real  change  came,  and  with  it  a rushing  out  of 
the  snow  broth.  But  whether  or  not  the  bulk 
of  the  fish  had  by  this  time  departed  from  the 
inshore  waters,  there  certainly  was  but  a very 
poor  head  of  them  found  to  push  inland  when  the 
water  ran  into  right  condition.  The  angling 
afterwards  was  practically  knocked  on  the  head, 
so  to  speak,  by  reason  of  drought.  Seldom 
were  the  rivers  increased  in  volume  to  any  extent, 
and  with  what  little  pushes  of  water  there  were, 
but  very  trifling  numbers  of  fish  ascended. 
Eventually  it  came  to  be  known  that  the  run  for 
the  inshore  waters  had  almost  completely  ceased. 
Nowit  was  seen  that  the  season  was  doomed.  There 
was  neither  enough  water  nor  a sufficient  head  of 
fish  to  make  a fishing  of  any  merit  possible. 
Helmsdale,  Thurso,  Naver,  Borgie,  all  yielded 
miserably  in  respect  of  their  reputation.  A 
dreary,  weary,  sorry  affair  the  season  on  them, 
nearly  all  throughout,  proved  to  the  rods.  On 
the  Brora,  the  next  river  to,  and  not  many  miles 
south  of,  the  Helmsdale,  the  angling  singularly 
enough  was  remarkably  good  for  a while,  and  the 
season  though  shorter  than  usual  turned  out  very 
creditably  in  respect  of  results.  In  this  early 
river  there  was  a splendid  show  of  fish,  the  bulk 
of  which  it  is  thought  had  ascended  before  the 
commencement  of  the  drought. 

I have  seen  it  asserted  that  abundance  of  water 
means  abundance  of  fish.  To  this  doctrine,  if 
meant  to  always  hold  good,  I entirely  demur. 
With  abundance  of  water  there  may  be  abundance 
of  fish,  or  there  may  not— facts  conclusively  prove 
this.  Good  round  waters  as  a rule  are  favourable 
to  fish  running  and  to  fish  taking,  but  they  cannot 
entice  into  the  rivers  fish  that  do  not  exist  to 
entice.  Before  the  netting  opened,  as  well  as  after 
it  closed  this  year,  several  of  the  best  salnion 
rivers  in  Scotland  continued  in  grand  drawing 
volume  for  a considerable  time,  and  yet  a head 
of  fish  much  smaller  than  usual  ascended 
them.  This  was  so  in  the  case  of  the 

Spey,  of  the  Don,  of  the  Dee,  of  the 

Ness,  of  the  Ythan,  and  of  the  I leveron— and 
surely  should  be  more  than  proof  that  the  theory 
is  quite  a delusion.  Why,  this  past  spring  and 
early  summer  there  was,  notwithstanding  the 
terrible  and  protracted  drought,  a far  greater 
than  average  show  of  fish  (as  the  netting  results 
proved)  in  the  inshore  waters  of  most  districts  of 


the  cast,  north-east,  and  north  coasts  of  Scotland. 
This  ])roves  conclusively  that  the  fish  existed  in 
spite  of  tho  scarcity  of  river  water,  and  that  their 
non-ascent  thereof  was  simply  a matter  of  circum- 
stances. Although  it  had  kept  in  splendid 
drawing  order  for  several  weeks  previous  to  the 
season  commencing,  the  Don,  strange  to  say,  had 
an  opening  of  the  fishing  to  the  nets  which  was 
little  bettei-  than  a failure.  On  the  other  hand 
the  North  Esk,  which  had  been  positively  low  for 
a long  time,  yielded  in  an  astonishing  manner  the 
first  day,  giving  thousands  of  fish  to  the  nets  as 
against  hundreds  by  the  Don,  which  is  much 
the  larger  river  of  the  two,  and  perhaps  tho 
earlier  as  well.  Dae  and  Don  fall  into  tho  sea 
witliin  a mile  of  each  other.  Equally  early 
they  are  reckoned  to  bo.  Like  the  Don  the 
Dee  was  in  fine  drawing  volume  for  a while 
before  the  opening,  and  it  did  draw  not  only  fish, 
but  a really  magnificent  strength  of  them.  Hero 
then  is  presented  a contrast  than  which  there 
could  be  none  more  striking. 

All  the  early  spring  fisheries  of  Scotland, 
except  Tay,  Loch  Tay,  Dee,  Brora,  and  one  or 
two  more,  gave  to  the  rod  during  what  is  reckoned 
the  early  season  proper  an  amount  of  sport  much 
below  the  usual ; and  this  I should  say  was  largely, 
if  not  wholly,  on  account  of  the  great  drought. 
Belonging  to  most  of  the  rivers  there  unquestion- 
ably was  a grand  stock  of  early  season  fish.  The 
angling  sufifered,  or  rather  sportsmen  suffered, 
purely  and  solely  by  reason  of  the  great  and  pro- 
tracted drought.  But  what  caused  a loss  to  the 
anglers  brought  a gain  to  the  netters  as  a whole. 
A splendid  spring  fishing  the  latter  had  in  the 
sea.  All  along  fish  were  found  to  be  numerous 
when  the  winds  were  right-airted,  and  not  even 
so  soon  as  usual  were  their  numbers  diminished 
perceptibly.  Indeed,  until  well  into  the  summer, 
it  was  remarked  that  a fine  crop  of  salmon  was 
keeping  up.  Of  better  size  than  usual  they  like- 
wise were,  especially  those  that  came  on  latterly, 
and  this  was  believed,  not  without  reason  1 think, 
to  be  due  to  their  having  protracted  their  stay  on 
the  feeding  grounds.  In  a number  of  districts  the 
shoals  of  fish  that  came  to  the  coast  line  very 
early  in  the  year  and  could  not  get  up  the  rivers 
disappeared  after  a ivhile — likely  enough  went 
back  to  the  feeding  grounds,  and  it  is  just  possible 
that  a goodly  proportion  of  the  more  sizeable  llsh 
that  were  got  early  in  summer  were  these  same 
fish  returned  with  the  object  of  making  the  ascent 
of  the  rivers. 

On  every  one  of  the  middling  late  spring 
salmon  rivers  the  rod  season  turned  out  a miser- 
able failure.  On  the  bulk  of  these  rivers  March 
and  April  are  on  the  whole  tho  best  months.  But 
the  universal  drought  had  set  in  and  reduced 
their  volume  to  a mere  thread  before  their  run  of 
fish  had  got  a commencement.  Therefore  with 
no  water  to  draw  them  few  or  no  fish  ascended 
afterwards,  and  sport  was  practically  nil.  That 
beautiful  sporting  river  the  Garry  of  Loch  Ness 
gave  a miserable  yield  to  the  rod,  and  Lord 
Abinger’s  celebrated  salmon  river  the  Lochy  had 
its  reputation  for  once  even  until  the  end  of  May 
sadly  at  a discount.  The  Carrons,  the  Beauly, 
the  Gonon  and  Blackwater,  the  Orchy,  and  lots  of 
other  Highland  rivers  north,  north-west,  and 
south-west  all  failed  more  in  their  angling  foi' 
the  late  spring  season  than  anyone,  bar  those  who 
fished  them,  could  credit.  On  these,  even  more 
than  on  the  earlier  waters  did  the  angling  for  the 
whole  of  the  time  prove  wretched  in  respect  of 
the  by-past  reputation  of  the  fisheries ; and 
many  were  the  anglers  who,  utterly  sick  of  the 
whole  thing,  blessed  their  stars  when  they  got 
through  with  a fishing,  which  might  truthfully 
be  said  had  never  a commencement— in  respect 
at  least  of  fish  taken. 


Mr.  Aluert  Sii'L'TON,  of  8,  Deansgate,  Man- 
chester, informs  us  that  he  has  in  preparation  a 
catalogue  of  books  on  angling,  which  will  be 
nicely  ju'inted  on  thick  paper,  12mo  size,  lyith  an 
illustrated  cover,  and  be  ready  for  distribution 
about  the  second  week  in  December.  lUr.  iSutton 
adds  that  he  will  be  pleased  to  send  a copy  to  any 
of  our  readers,  post  free  to  any  part  of  the  world. 

Test  anglers  will  be  glad  to  hoar  that  Fenton, 
IMr.  T.  J.  Mann’s  keeper  on  the  Test,  has  killed  a 
pike  of  exactly  201b.  weight.  It  was  Ilfin.  long, 
with  a girth  of  18in.  This  fish  must  have  worked 
up  from  below  into  Mr.  Mann’s  water. 
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AUTUMN  SEASON  ON  THE  TEST. 


By  Major  Turle. 

The  hopes  I expressed  in  my  last  paper,  con- 
cerning the  August  and  September  sport,  were 
not  verified,  for,  alas,  fishing  on  the  Test  continued 
dispiriting  and  disappointing  to  the  very  end. 
And  then,  as  an  additional  aggravation  to  the 
proverbially  patient  angler,  who  had  been 
whijiping  the  water  vainly  for  six  long  weary 
months,  no  sooner  had  the  close  season  com- 
menced than  the  state  of  the  river  changed 
completely.  Water  became  plentiful,  and  fly, 
for  which  we  had  been  longing  all  through  the 
hot  summer  months,  appeared  in  ample  quantity. 
Indeed,  we  had  a perfect  visitation  of  flies  during 
the  first  weeks  of  October,  all  over  the  place. 
Coming  out  of  church  a few  Sundays  ago,  I was 
surprised  to  find  my  coat  simply  covered  with 
river  flies  of  many  descriptions,  amongst  which  I 
was  able  to  distinguish  several  red  quill  gnats 
and  various  duns,  and  this  at  a place  quite  a 
quarter  of  a mile  from  the  river. 

Trout  fishing  was  unmitigatedly  bad  this  year, 
and  it  only  shows  how  truly  fishermen  deserve 
their  character  of  being  the  most  persevering  and 
hopeful  of  rnen,  that  they  went  on  toiling  day 
by  day,  waiting  for  better  luck,  instead  of 
throwing  down  their  rods  in  disgust.  Unfortu- 
nately, patience  and  perseverance  were  unable  to 
prevail  over  the  scarcity  of  fly  and  want  of 
heavy  rain  to  bring  down  ground  food.  Still,  un- 
comiuered  by  the  dismal  aspect,  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  enthusiastic  anglers  went  out  on 
Sept.  dO,  and  was  fortunate  enough  to  catch  one 
and  a half  brace  of  takeable  fish.  W^e  were  par- 
ticularly delighted  at  his  success,  for  he  is  getting 
well  on  in  years,  and  we  felt  rather  afraid  the  bad 
season  would  make  him  inclined  to  throw  fishing 
over  altogether.  But  it  seems  he  is  much  too 
game  for  that,  and  declares  that  he  will  never 
give  up  as  long  as  his  legs  can  carry  him  and  his 
arms  wield  a rod.  So  we  may  hope  to  have 
him  amongst  us  for  many  years  to  come.  He 
certainly  cannt  be  more  than  seventy,  and  only 
last  May-fly  I entertained  an  old  friend  of  eighty- 
four,  who  caught  his  three  and  a half  brace,  as  I 
mentioned  in  a former  article.  And  he  shoots 
also,  though  the  last  year  or  two  he  rides  from 
one  cover  to  the  other,  because,  he  says,  he  is  be- 
ginning to  feel  he  was  born  five-and-twenty  years 
too  soon. 

1 was  down  shooting  with  him  last  month,  and 
could  not  help  admiring  the  unerringness  of  his 
aim,  as  he  seldom  put  up  his  gun  without  bring- 
ing down  a pheasant.  We  had  great  difficulty 
in  making  him  give  up  the  black  powder  for  the 
modern  smokeless  one,  and  but  for  a ruse  of 
mine,  I believe  he  would  be  using  the  dirty, 
smelling  compound  to  this  day.  Being  convinced 
that  no  talking  would  ever'make  him  see  the 
superiority  of  the  new  powder  over  the  old,  I 
determined  to  give  him  a practical  illustration’ of 
the  difference  between  them.  Wo  I surreptitiously 
extracted  the  cartridges  from  his  gun  one  day, 
and  replaced  them  with  two  of  my  E.C.’s.  He’ 
of  couise  knowing  nothing  of  the  exchange, 
fired  off  his  gun  as  usual,  and  also  as  usual’ 
hi  ought  doi\  n his  birth  It  was  as  good  as  a play 
to  watch  his  puzzled  face  at  the  small  report  and 
absence  of  smoke ; except  for  the  dead  pheasant, 
he  would  hardly  have  believed  that  his  gun  had 
gone  off  at  all.  My  experiment,  I am  happy  to  say, 
proved  quite  successful,  for  he  was  so  pleased 
with  E.C.  that  he  has  used  it  ever  since. 

Towards  the  end  of  September  I gave  Holland 
the  famous  and  erratic  fly-tyer,  a day  on  the 
river  with  a friend.  I say  erratic  advisedly, 
because  he  is  so  constantly  changing  his  abode. 
Just  now  he  is  located  in  Winchester,  last  year 
he  dwelt  in  Plymouth,  before  that  in  Salisbury, 
and  at  one  time,  I believe,  in  Manchester’ 
(triginally,  I understand,  he  hails  from  the  land 
ot  mist  and  cakes.  About  9 a m.  he  turned  up  in 
somewhat  a rueful  condition  from  having  had  a 
spill  on  the  road  out  of  a dogcart;  luckily  the 
accident  happened  when  he  had  almost  reached 
his  destination.  The  friend  to  whom  the  trap 
belonged,  accustomed  to  such  mishaps,  took  the 
matter  very  coolly,  but  poor  Holland,  who  is 
inclined  to  be  bulky,  was  dreadfully  frightened 
declaring  that  at  the  least  either  his  shoulder 
or  backbone  was  broken.  It  struck  me  he  was 


much  more  frightened  than  hurt,  and  I asked 
him  if  it  was  the  first  spill  he  had  ever  had. 
“Yes,”  he  exclaimed  dolefu  ly,  “and  I trust  it 
will  be  the  last.” 

On  that  I suggested  that  a drop  of  his  native 
liquor  neat  might  possibly  be  the  best  remedy. 
To  this  he  thoroughly  agreed,  and  applied  it  at 
once,  and  I must  say,  a more  satisfactory  cure 
I never  came  across.  Like  the  jackdaw  of 
Rheims,  he  “ so  changed  in  a moment  ’twas  really 
absurd.”  His  aches  and  pains  subsequently 
troubled  him  so  little,  that  he  was  able  to  devote 
his  attention  to  his  fishing  tackle  and  other 
mundane  matters.  Seeing  me  with  a gun,  he 
earnestly  begged  me  to  try  and  shoot  him  some 
landrails  and  give  hini  the  wings.  Rails 
appear  to  be  scarce  round  Winchester,  according 
to  his  account,  for  he  said  he  had  an  order  from 
one  client  for  twelve  dozen  Pink  Wickhams,  and 
could  obtain  wings  nowhere  in  that  town.  We 
are  more  favoured  in  this  valley,  and  his  face 
beamed  again  when  I presented  him  with  seven 
or  eight  pairs,  taken  from  birds  I have  shot  this 
season. 

“They  are  agra-and  lot,”  he  exclaimed,  at  the 
welcome  sight.  I told  him  I was  sorry  I had 
not  known  of  his  difficulty  sooner,  as  landrails 
have  been  unusually  plentiful  here  this  autumn. 
We  have  .shot  over  twenty  on  our  ground  alone. 
Quails  also  have  been  numerous,  we  being  able 
to  account  for  sixteen,  which,  if  I can  judge  by 
what  I read  in  the  Field,  is  not  an  every  day 
occurrence.  Last  year  we  shot  about  the  same 
number,  and  yet,  though  they  are  excellent 
eating,  it  seems  almost  a shame  to  kill  them, 
they  are  such  pretty  birds.  Here  they  will  run 
about  quite  close  up  to  the  house,  aud  we  are 
often  aroused  in  the  early  dawn  by  their  weird 
cry,  VJet-my-foot,  wet-my-foot.  Holland  said  he 
would  have  been  glad  of  their  wings  too,  for  a 
special  kind  of  Dun.  But  unfortunately  I had 
none  to  give  him,  not  fancying  they  were  worth 
keeping  for  fly-tying.  One  lives  and  learns.  I 
shall  know  better  another  year. 

Talking  about  birds  reminds  me  of  a curious 
snipe  story  told  me  the  other  day  by  a relation 
of  mine.  He  was  out  shooting  with  some  friends 
and  knocked  over  a snipe,  which  the  keeper  picked 
up  and  held  by  the  feet  for  general  inspection  on 
account  of  its  unusual  size.  Suddenly,  to  his 
consternation,  it  gave  a flutter  aud  flew  straight 
away  out  of  his  grasp ; it  had  evidently  been  only 
stunned.  The  keeper’s  disgust  can  be  better 
imagined  than  described. 

About  a fortnight  ago  I was  up  shooting  at 
Longparish  and  saw  a sight  sad,  indeed,  to  a 
fisherman’s  eyes — a mud  plough  with  four  horses 
was  literally  scouring  out  the  best  piece  of  water, 
and  also,  if  this  was  not  bad  enough,  a farm’ 
harrow  had  been  brought  into  requisition  to 
scratch  up  the  bottom,  a thing  I have  never  seen 
done  before.  ISIaturalljq  I could  not  help 
inquiring  of  the  lessee  of  the  fishing,  who  was 
with  me  at  the  time,  why  this  wholesale  destruc- 
tion should  be  allowed.  He  answered,  sorrow- 
fully, that  he  had  no  power  to  stop  it,  as  the 
miller  had  it  black  and  white  in  his  lease,  per- 
mission to  drag  the  mill  tail  for  some  three 
hundred  yards,  of  which  right  he  made  full  use. 

Now,  the  state  of  that  jiarticular  piece  of 
fishing  next  year  will  be  truly  lamentable.  With- 
out a weed  to  cover  the  fish,  what  possibility  can 
there  be  of  getting  witbin  casting  distance  of 
them.»  The  only  remedy  I can  see^  would  be  to 
form  artificial  cover,  such  as  I described  in  a 
former  paper.  The  Wherwell  lessee  who  followed 
my  suggestion  on  that  occasion  was  very  satisfied 
with  the  result,  and  I think  my  friend  cannot  do 
better  than  treat  the  Longparish  water  in  the 
same  way,  and  so  I told  him. 

One  thing  I am  thoroughly  convinced  of  is 
that  a hot  summer  is  not  conducive. to  the  well 
being  of  the  trout  in  our  Hampshire  waters.  All 
through  the  season  I have  noticed  that  the 
majority  were  out  of  condition— thin,  not  well 
made  up,  .and  much  inferior  to  those  of  last  yeai’. 

I he  prospects  for  next  season  are  encouraging 
so  far  as  a large  stock  of  fish  now  remains.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  plentiful  supply  of  water  of 
the  beginning  of  October  has  dwindled  down 
sadly,  and  the  Over  is  now  as  low  as  I have  ever 
seen  it ; there  is  not  even  enough  water  to  com- 
mence irrigating  the  meadows.  Usually,  the 
fish  take  up  their  positions  for  spawning  about 
the  beginning  of  November,  but  this  year,  so  far. 


I cannot  hear  of  a single  pair  having  been  seen. 
It  may  be  that  they  were  affected  by  the  sharn 
frosts  of  a week  ago.  ^ 

But  if  the  trout  fishing  on  the  Test  has  been 
bad,  salmon  fishing  was  much  worse.  A near 
neighbour  of  mine  who  leases  a half  rod  (three 
days  a week)  on  the  Broadlands  Water  did  not 
catch  one  fish  this  season,  though  he  fished 
regularly,  and  is  an  old  hand  at  it.  A dear 
amusement  to  pay  fifty  pounds  for  the  privilecre 
of  working  a salmon  fly.  He  gave  a friend^a 
day  towards  the  end  of  the  season,  who  certainly 
was  so  far  lucky  that  he  succeeded  in  killing  a 
hen  fish,  but  after  the  fish  had  been  km  eked  on 
the  head,  he  was  rather  dismayed  to  find  that 
this  was  against  the  rules,  as  all  hen  fish  must 
be  returned  to  the  water  after  a certain  date.  I 
believe  the  total  take  by  the  club  was  under 
thirty  fish,  usually  it  is  over  one  hundred.  This 
sorry  sport  is  partly  accounted  for  by  the  hard 
netting  to  which  the  mouth  of  the  river  has 
been  subjected  to  this  year,  and  also  to  the  want 
of  water  to  carry  the  fish  up.  Next  year  we 
may  expect  better  results,  as  the  netting  falls  to 
the  owner  of  the  opposite  bank,  who,  I hear,  does 
not  intend  to  exercise  his  right.  The  rio-ht  to 
net  belongs  to  the  owners  of  the  two  banks  year 
and  year  about.  ^ 

■Major  Traherne,  the  celebrated  salmon  fisher, 
has  taken  a pretty  house  on  the  Broadlands 
Estate,  formerly  inhabited  by  the  agent,  Mr. 
Kendle,  and  also  a whole  rod  on  the  water; 
the  house  is  situated  near  the  river,  so  he  can 
keep  his  eye  on  it,  and  pop  down  when  the 
fish  are  moving.  No  doubt  he  will  show  his 
fellow-anglers  some  new  wrinkles,  though  the 
river  is  too  narrow  to  allow  him  scope  for  his 
famous  long  casts,  unless  he  practices  throwing 
up  stream,  as  we  do  for  dry  fly  trout  fishing. 

The  angler  who  I mentioned  in  my  last'paper 
as  having  made  the  biggest  bag  on  our  part  of 
the  Test,  has  just  sent  me  an  account  of  his 
aoings.  He  fished  from  April  1 to  July  13, 
about  three  days  a week,  during  which  time,  the 
total  take  was  380  fish.  His  best  day  was  on 
May  28,  when  he  and  a friend  killed  16|  brace. 
Sometimes  he  fished  alone,  sometimes  with  a 
friend,  but  more  often  by  himself. 


WINTER  GRAYLING  FISHING. 


It  it  excellent  diversion  to  wander,  rod  in  hand, 
beside  some  favoured  grayling  stream  in  the 
golden  days  of  October,  when  the  trees  have  put 
oil  their  most  gorgeous  splendour  for  a last  brave 
show  before  going  into  mourning  for  the  dying 
year.  Olives,  oranges,  russets,  maroons,  and 
ruddy  purples  are  all  mingled  and  blended  in  one 
harmonious  mass  of  vivid  colouring  that  staggers 
but  never  shocks  the  artistic  eye.  The  angler’s 
pulse  thrills  responsive  to  the  undemonstrative 
rise  of  the  graceful  Thymallus  to  the  “Red  Tag  ” 
Derbyshire  “ Bumble,”  or  any  of  the  innumerabie 
Fancies  ” he  may  have  on  his  cast — a rise  which 
can  often  only  be  detected  by  something  very  near 
akin  to  instinct  when  the  fly  is  fished  wet. 

But  October’s  glories  fade,  November’s  chill 
blasts  sweep  through  the  woods  and  strip  the 
branches  of  the  last  lingering  leaves  they  have 
succeeded  in  still  retaining  to  cover  their  naked- 
ness, and  the  keen  nigh  t frosts  have  brought  aboii  t a 
dearth  of  aquatic  tly.  On  some  southern  streams 
which  happen  to  be  naturally  sheltered  from  the 
rigors  of  the  season,  the  fish  may  still  continue  to 
rise  for  an  hour  or  two  in  the  middle  of  the  day 
to  the  artificial  fly ; but  on  the  great  ma]ority  of 
our  grayling  rivers  the  choicest  morsels  of  feather 
and  silk  prove  utterly  inadequate  to  the  task  of 
taking  a decent  dish  of  the  toothsome  fish. 
Your  average  angler  puts  away  his  rod 
with  a sigh,  contenting  himself,  if  he  be  of  a 
literary  turn,  with  catching  his  fish  on  paper,  or,  if 
he  chance  to  be  only  an  ordinary  respectable 
mortal,  with  hooking,  playing,  and  landing  them 
—big  ’uns,  too— within  a twelve-foot  radius  of  the 
smoke-room  fire  at  his  club,  for  the  special  delec- 
tation of  an  admiring  circle  of  sympathetic, 
fishy  souls.  Not  so,  however,  the  hardy  North- 
countryman.  For  him  there  is  still  sport  with 
the  rod— apart  from  jack  fishing— right  away 
through  the  winter  whenever  the  weather  is  ‘ tit,” 
until  those  February  days  when,  oftener  than  not, 
the  grayling  are  too  full  of  spawn  to  be  taken  bv 
the  conscientious  sportsman.  The  precious  fly- 


November  25,  1893] 


THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


417 


book  is  carefully  laid  aside  in  some  dry,  but  not 
f warm,  drawer,  where  neither  the  moth  nor  dust 

I is  likely  to  corrupt,  and  the  few  necessary,  but 
simple,  preparations  are  made  for  “ swimming  the 
worm  or  t he  maggot.”  For  this  method  of  angling 
F — and  “ angling”  it  is  in  the  highest  sense  of  the 

{ word,  as  opposed  to  merely  pulling  a “ wretched 
I bundle  of  scales  out  of  its  native  clement  by 

I means  of  a cord  and  a hook  ” — your  eleven  or 

twelve-feet  single-handed  fly-rod  will  do  admirably 
if  it  is  inclined  to  stiffness.  If,  however,  your 
fly-top  should  be  too  “ whippy  ” you  may — 
supposing  the  middle  joint  to  he  of  moderate 
stiffness,  as  in  the  old  style  of  rod,  with  the 
' pliancy  gradually  increasing  from  the  butt  to  the 
j top — get  over  the  difficulty  by  substituting  a 

i shorter  top.  But  if.  on  the  other  hand,  your  rod 

4 should  be  “ lashy  ” right  away  down  to  the 

I butt — should  have  a Castle  Connell  action,  in 

fact — then  you  had  best  lay  it  aside  and  get 
; another.*  Should  you  happen  to  have  a rod 
specially  adapted  to  up  stream  worming  for 
trout,  then  that  is  the  very  weapon  suited  to 
“ swimming  the  worm  ” foi  grayling,  but  it  should 
I not  be  more  than  12ft.  at  the  outside.  For 
running  tackle  I use  what  is  usually  marked  in 
the  dealers’  catalogues  a No.  2 fine,  tapered,  silk 
I v:et  fly  line,  waterproofed  and  braided,  on  an 
I ordinary  metal  trout  winch.  I do  not  know  that, 
in  the  matter  of  catching  fish  by  the  method  I am 
describing,  there  are  any  really  great  advantages 
to  be  claimed  for  the  waterproofed  line  over  the 
ordinary  Nottingham  pattern.  It  is  simply  a 
question  of  taste,  as  the  pike  observed  when  he 
swallowed  Sandy  McNab’s  mull.  My  own  reasons 
: for  using  it  are  simply  these : It  dries  quickly, 

I and  it  happens  to  be  on  the  reel  I wish  to  use. 

' The  metal  winch,  too,  is  likewise  a matter  of 
taste  or  convenience,  and  such  anglers  as  are 
more  accustomed  to  fishing  in  the  Nottingham 
•'  style  I should  advise  to  use  a Nottingham  reel 
j(  by  all  means  ; but,  whichever  variety  the  angler 
j favours,  it  must  have  a reliable  check.  That  is  a 
sine  qua  non  if  the  risk  of  lost  fish — not  to 
f mention  a smash — is  to  be  reduced  to  a minimum, 

I for  the  grayling,  being  somewlat  jerry-built 

I about  the  mouth,  if  I may  be  allowed  the  expres- 

’ sion,  must  be  struck  and  played  from  the  reel, 

j That  is,  also,  why  I say  a “ reliable  ” check — one 

f that  you  can  depend  upon  being  “ all  there  ” when 

if  wanted,  but  not  too  much  “all  there,”  for  a stiff 

5 check  is  far  worse  than  none  at  all.  For  the  gut 

J bottom  use  a three-yard  casting  line,  tapering 

I to  the  finest  drawn  gut  you  can  get  hold  of — 

{ honestly,  if  possible — and  to  the  end  of  which, 

I for  swimming  the  worm,  a No.  6 fine  wire,  round- 

; bend  hook  is  whipped,  or  the  Stewart  or  Pennell 

r tackle  knotted.  If  the  single  hook  is  used 

'■  the  binding  should  either  be  red  silk  or 

it  should  be  painted  red  afterwards  to  harmonise 
with  the  colour  of  the  bait,  otherwise  your 
grayling  may  open  his  eyes  to  it  instead  of  his 
I mouth,  and  promptly  decide  that  all  such  taps 
“is  wanities.”  Occasionally  a “sliced”  hook  is 
i used  to  keep  the  bait  in  position,  but  I believe 

; the  more  general  rule  is  to  introduce  into  the 

wrapping  a stiff  bristle,  the  end  of  which  is  left 
projecting  the  eighth  of  an  inch  or  so  from  the 
shank,  as  an  adequate  inducement  to  the  worm 
to  attend  strictly  to  business.  For  fishing  the 
maggot  the  hook  must,  of  course,  be  considerably 

i smaller — a No.  2 sneck  bend  is  as  good  as  any — 

and  should  be  whipped  on  with  “ dirty-white  ” 

< silk  instead  of  red,  omitting  the  bristle.  A single 
swan  shot  bitten  on  to  the  gut  at  least  10  inches 
!■  above  the  hook,  and  a tiny  cork  float  as  big  as  a 
fair  sized  gooseberry  (Mr.  Walbran,  of  Leeds, 
keeps  them  in  stock  specially  made  for  the 
purpose),  with  an  adjustable  wooden  plug  to 
secure  the  float  at  the  required  distance  from  the 
bait,  complete  the  necessary  tackle.  Beside  tackle, 
however,  he  who  would  be  a successful  grayling 
fisher  should  have  in  his  possession,  ready  for 
immediate  use,  a quick  eye,  a cool  head,  a delicate 
wrist,  and  a superabundance  of  that  rarest  of  all 
virtues,  patience — not  the  one  on  the  monument, 
but  the  common  or  garden  sort.  To  these 
! attributes  some  would  add  a big  pocket  flask,  air 
I elastic  conscience,  and  an  abnormal  li()uid 
! capacity.  But  these  qualifications  are,  like  the 

I 

* Not  all  anglers  will  agree  with  Mr.  Platts  on  this 
point.  We  have  the  greatest  reverence  for  an  lift, 
greenbeart  fly  rod  with  Castle  Connell  action,  made  for 
ns  some  years  ago  by  Messrs.  Braddell  and  Son,  Belfast. 
— Ei). 


choice  of  running  tackle,  merely  a matter  of 
taste. 

For  worming,  either  brandlings  or  red  worms 
— alias  “cockspurs’’ — may  be  used  effectively. 
I do  not  think  there  is  very  much  to  choose 
between  the  two,  although  1 certainly  am  of 
opinion  that  the  red  worm  is  slightly  superior  to 
bis  sweet  savoured  cousin,  the  brandling  or 
“ gilttail  ” (by  either  or  any  other  name  it  would 
smell  as  sweet).  The  worm  must  be  threaded  on 
the  hook  head-first,  well  up  the  shank,  allowing 
the  tail  to  dangle  free  in  a fascinating  manner,  the 
point  and  barb  of  the  hook  being  well  exposed. 
Having  now  caught  your  worm,  let  me  show  you 
how  to  use  it.  The  modus  operandi  is  very  like, 
and  at  the  same  time  very  unlike,  clear  water 
worming  for  trout.  That  sounds  rather  contra- 
dictory, but  it  is  fact.  Adjusting  your  float  so 
that,  as  near  as  you  can  calculate,  your  bait  swims 
some  six  inches  or  so  clear  of  the  bottom,  you 
draw  off  a short  line — say,  nearly  the  length  of 
your  rod — and  cast  lightly  into  the  edges  of 
moderately  sharp  streams,  or  into  the  long, 
gliding,  gravelly  flats  where  grayling  most  do 
congregate,  allowing  the  current  to  bring  down 
the  worm,  exactly  as  in  clear  water  worming,  but 
instead  of  working  up  stream  you  work  down- 
wards, casting  across,  and  slightly  upward  at  each 
successive  throw.  At  the  slightest  stoppage  of 
the  float  strike — strike  gently — and  if  you  are 
lucky  enough  to  have  hooked  a fish,  play  him 
gingerly  from  the  reel.  Also  never  lift  your  bait 
out  of  the  water  without  first  striking,  on  the 
off  chance  that  a grayling  is,  unperceived  by  you, 
accepting  your  hospitality.  To  neglect  this 
simple  precaution  means  an  inevitable  smash-up 
some  day,  and  the  consequent  opportunity  to 
offer  up  a few  remarks  suitable  to  the  occasion, 
or  to  display  your  powers  of  stoicism — again  a 
matter  of  taste. 

I spoke  incidentally  a little  while  ago  of  the 
fitness  of  the  weather  for  this  class  of  fishing. 
It  is  impossible  to  lay  down  any  hard  and  fast 
rule  concerning  this  same  “ fitness,”  for  the 
grayling,  like  the  trout,  has  a certain  amount  of 
cussedness  in  his  constitution,  which  will  not 
allow  any  “ Medes  and  Persians  ” business  to 
interfere  with  his  whims  and  fancies.  Generally 
speaking,  clear  bright  weather,  when  the  water 
is  rather  low,  and  there  is  a nip  of  frost  in  the  air, 
is  favourable.  Melted  snow  in  the  river  generally 
means  that  the  grayling  are  dead  off.  Further 
than  that  it  is  difficult  to  say.  At  any  time,  except 
during  ^ thaw  or  a snowstorm,  from  October  to 
February  you  may  or  you  may  not  take  good  fish 
on  the  swum  bait.  It  is  once  more  all  a matter  of 
taste — this  time  on  the  part  of  the  grayling.  My 
advice  is  : Commence  operations  with  the  w'orm 
on  the  single  hook.  If  the  fish  repeatedly  come 
short,  change  to  Stewart  or  Pennell  tackle  ; but 
if  they  don’t  come  at  all,  try  the  maggot.  If, 
however,  none  of  the  methods  will  stir  a fish  after 
giving  them  a patient  trial,  then  go  home  and 
possess  your  soul  in  patience  until  the  first  oppor- 
tunity comes  round  for  the  return  match. 

W.  Carter  Platts. 


THE  BREAKING  STRAIN  OF  GUT. 


Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and  Co.,  of  the  Standard 
Works,  Redditch,  send  us  the  following  interest- 
ing information,  which  we  gladly  insert : — 

We  are  often  asked  by  tackle  dealers,  and  have 
also  had  several  letters  from  anglers,  a.sking  us  to 
give  them  the  breaking  strain  of  gut  of  different 
thicknesses.  The  names  given  below  are  well 
known  in  the  trade.  The  gut  tested  was  perfectly 
dry.  and  of  course  would  stand  a much  greater 
pull  if  soaked  in  water  for  a short  time. 

Salmon  Gut. 

Sizes  J -I-  -2-  |- 

Strain 1Mb.  121b.  ICilb.  9ib. 

Lake  and  Trout  Gut. 

PadroTi.  Regular.  Fina.  Refina.  lx  Drawn.  3x  Drawn. 

81b.  71b.  51b.  41b.  31b.  11b. 


Miss  Katharine  de  Forest,  an  American  lady 
resident  in  Paris,  writes  in  the  November  number 
of  Scribner's  Magazine  of  “The  Education  for 
Girls  in  France,”  and  points  out  with  new  dis- 
tinctness the  radical  differences  in  the  educa- 
tional ideas  of  France  and  America. 


^coicl)  ^ofes. 

By  Mac. 

This  week  the  work  of  stocking  the  salmon 
hatcheries  in  Scotland  has  not  been  the  least 
advanced  in  consequence  of  the  great  flooding  of 
the  rivers,  which  commenced  with  the  di’eadful 
gale  on  Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  of  last 
week.  In  many  districts  the  gale  was  accom- 
panied by  a heavy  and  continuous  fall  of  rain, 
causing  destructive  flooding,  while  nearly  all 
over  the  Highlands]  and  the  north  there  was  a 
heavy  fall  of  snow,  with,  as  can  be  imagined,  a 
great  deal  of  drifting.  I fear  that  in  tbe  head 
waters  of  a good  many  rivers  much  damage  will 
have  been  caused  to  the  ova  of  the  grilse  and 
spring  salmon,  which  have  nearly  all  already 
spawned  out.  ___ 

Our  North  Eik  correspondent  writes  : “ From 
information  collected,  I find  that  but  very  few 
more  than  400  salmon  and  grilse  could  have  been 
killed  on  this  river  during  the  past  autumn 
fishing  season.  This  is  merely  about  a third  of 
the  number  of  fish  the  rods  get  in  a good  autumn. 
Owing  to  the  very  low  state  of  the  water,  much 
the  best  fishing  was  got  down  about  the  low  end, 
to  which  the  mass  of  the  fish  were  confined  by  the 
dykes  of  Craigo,  Morphie,  &c.  The  heaviest  fish 
caught  that  I have  heard  of,  were  44lb.,  301b., 
291b.,  and  271b.  The  best  days  to  a rod— on 
different  beats — were  fourteen  fish,  eight  fish,  four 
fish,  and  three  fish.  The  river  came  down  in 
great  flood  on  Friday — heavier  than  any  pre- 
viously this  year  ; but  the  wind  has  blown  from 
the  north  with  snow  and  frost  since,  and  I have 
not  seen  a single  fish  coming  over  the  dykes. 
Sunday,  and  to-day,  Monday,  we  had  hard  frost 
and  a great  deal  of  grue  running,  so,  even  with 
water  enough  at  last,  our  spawning  fish  have  not 
had  a chance  of  ascending,  and  I am  afraid 
another  night’s  frost  will  make  the  river  so  frozen 
and  thick  with  grue  that  they  will  not  come. 
Sea-trout  are  beginning  to  spawn.  It  is  a good 
thing  to  be  able  to  report  that  this  season  the 
diseasehas  made  no  headway.  Some  few  diseased 
fish  were  noticed  before  the  rod  season  ended, 
but  there  is  not  one  to  be  seen  now.” 


It  is  roughly  estimated  that  the  total  catch  of 
fish  by  the  rod  last  autumn  on  the  fairly  lower 
reaches,  and  the  lower  half  of  the  middle  district 
fisheries,  of  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee  did  not  reach 
a third  of  the  total  take  of  a good  autumn.  Along 
the  extent  of  water  mentioned,  which  is  reckoned 
the  cream  of  the  Dee  for  back-end  angling,  the 
sport  by  comparison  was  very  much  poorer  than 
that  obtained  on  the  reaches  further  inland. 
Certainly  the  returns  from  a number  of  the  beats 
were  not  a fourth  of  what  is  usual. 


I LEARN  that  the  Arrhadale  shootings  in 
Sutherlandshire  are  in  the  market.  Over  a large 
number  of  lochs  there  is  practically  unlimited 
trout  fishing ; and  on  the  small  River  Strathy 
the  tenant  will  have  exclusive  right  lo  the  grilse 
and  sea-trout  fishing,  good,  bad,  or  indifferent  as 
it  may  turn  out  to  be.  Of  the  “angling  bag”  there 
is  no  record ; but  the  average”  shooting  bag” 
during  the  last  seven  years, excluding  1893,  when 
the  moor  was  “ rested,”  has  been  about  500  brace 
grouse,  50  brace  woodcock,  25  brace  snipe,  200  to 
300  hares,  some  rabbits,  and  other  various,  and 
four  stags.  

I UNDERSTAND  that  fishing  permits  for  Lord 
Aberdeen’s  extensive  sea-trout,  grilse,  and  salmon 
fishery  of  the  River  Yihan,  Aberdeenshire,  will 
continue  to  be  granted  notwithstanding  that  his 
lordship  has  gone  to  Canada  to  act  for  a term  of 
years  as  Governor-General  of  the  Dominion.  It 
is  the  usual  thing  to  apply  about  the  New  Year, 
or  not  later  than  the  end  of  January,  to  his  lord- 
ship,  or  his  lordship’s  factor  at  Haddo  House,  by 
Aberdeen,  for  permits  for  the  coming  season. 
Lord  Aberdeen,  although  not  much  of  a fisher 
himself,  is  perhaps  the  most  generous  patron  of 
the  angle  in  Scotland,  for  salmon  at  least.  He 
not  only  gives  free  fishing  over  about  twenty 
miles  of  river,  but,  unlike  most  proprietors,  he 
gives  the  anglers  all  the  fish  they  catch  as  well. 


Wasn't  the  old  boy  served  “ nate  ” ? Of  the 
tory  as  told  me  some  time  ago,  the  facts  are 
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tliese,  and  the  words  as  nearly  as  I can  remember 
them.  A gentleman  much  given  to  courting 
popularity,  invited  a friend  i lessee  of  fishings  some 
distance  higher  up  the  river)  to  come  down  daily 
for  a fortnight  and  fish  his  rvaters  for  salmon. 
The  invitation  was  accepteil — very  gladly  accepted, 
and  with  profuse  thanks.  Every  day  the  invited 
party  drove  down  and — being  a capital  fisher — 
killed  fish,  ’some  days  a good  many.  He  had 
his  own  gillie  with  him  the  whole  time,  but  one  of 
his  angling  host’s  gillies  was  also  always  present. 
At  the  end  of  each  day  the  latter  asked  to  get 
the  fish,  bagged  them,  and  marched  ofi:  with 
them.  The  invited  party  thought  this  very 
strange,  but  said  nothing.  After  he  had  fished 
about  ten  days  the  fishery  proprietor  put  in  his 
first  appearance.  “ Good  morning  ; how  are  you  ? 
I am  so  glad  you  have  had  such  splendid  sport. 
You  must  take  a fish  home  with  you  to-day.” 
Already  nettled,  and  not  without  reason  I should 
think,  the  invited  replied,  “ Oh,  no  thank  you,  it 
is  merely  the  fishing  I want,  and  I am  certainly 
greatly  obliged  to  you  for  it.  You  want  the  fish  ; 
I don’t  want  them,  as  I will  get  plenty  of  them, 
and  to  spare,  presently,  when  they  came  up  into 
my  fishery.”  In  the  autumn  following  the 
gentleman  up  countiy  gave  an  invitation  to  the 
gentleman  who  had  given  him  the  fishing  in  the 
sjiring  to  be  present  at  a cover  shoot.  Early,  the 
morniug  of  the  shoot,  the  old  boy  put  in  an 
appearance  accompanied  by  a loader  and  carrier 
with  a bag  of  tremendoirs  capacity.  What  the 
bag  was  for  may  easily  be  guessed.  Calling  his 
keeper  quietly  aside,  the  gentleman  who  was 
giving  the  shoot  said,  “ Now  T.,  you  see  that  big 
bag  the  ohl  boy  has  brought  along  with  him. 
You  mind  how  he  served  me  when  i fished  his 
waters  in  spring.  Remember  then  he  gets  neither 
feather  nor  fur  to  carry  away  from  here.”  And 
he  didn’t,  he  returned  home  with  his  capacious 
bag  quite  clean.  Cheap  on  him,  wasn’t  it  i" 


A CORRESPONDENT  informs  me  that  John  Rae, 
of  Tugnet,  supervises  the  best  equipped  and  best 
managed  large  salmon  hatchery  in  Scotland — 
that  belonging  to  and  upheld  solely  by  the  Duke 
of  Richmond  and  Gordon. 


I LE.aRN,  on  what  seems  good  authority,  that 
the  formation  of  an  angling  association  for 
Aberdeen  and  surrounding  district  is  on  the  tapis. 

Besides  the  small  fishes,  lots  of  spawners  of 
immense  size  have  begun  to  work  up  the  redds 
in  the  River  Awe,  Argyllshire.  On  the  Spean 
the  spawning  would  now  be  proceeding  briskly 
but  for  the  dreadful  snow'storm  being  experienced 
in  the  district. 


The  grilse  and  spring  run  salmon  in  the  head 
waters  of  the  Dee  and  far  inland  tributaries  of 
that  river  above  Braemar  have  already  clean 
spawned  out.  In  Sutherland  and  Caithness  the 
same  sort  of  fish  are  also  about  all  through  with 
the  spawning.  The  completion  of  operations  has 
been  reached  this  year  about  ten  days  or  a fort- 
night earlier  than  usual. 


Highland  hotel  keepers,  who  depend  mainly 
upon  anglers  for  their  season,  ought  really  to 
think  of  doing  something  for  the  upkeep  of  their 
fishings,  which  in  the  main  have  got  overfished  and 
largely  cleaned  out  of  trout  of  a decent  size.  It 
decidedly  would  be  for  their  benefit  in  the  future 
to  do  something.  Why,  it  seems  hardly  reason- 
able of  them  to  expect  undimiuished  patronage 
from  anglers  if  their  fishings  get  so  impoverished 
as  to  yield  sport  that  is  scarcely  worth  having. 
Their  trump  card,  it  seems  to  me,  is  to  go  in  for 
stocking.  Some  of  them  have  done  this  already, 
for  several  years,  and  wdth  eminently  satis- 
factory results.  One  or  two  have  even  gone  the 
length  of  constructing  and  maintaining  small 
hatcheries  and  rearing  ponds.  In  this  latter  way 
Mr.  Angus  Morrison,  of  Melvich  Hotel,  Suther- 
landshire,  has  done  much  for  the  improvement  of 
his  loch  fishing,  from  being  enabled  to  make  a 
liberal  output  from  his  pounds  every  year.  Mr. 
Butters,  of  Lairg  Hotel ; Mr.  Murray,  of 
Forsinard  Hotel;  Mr.  McFadyen,  of  Cuilfail 
Hotel,  and  one  or  two  others  have  done  a good 
bit  in  stocking  artificially ; and  it  has  paid  them 
well,  I am  assured.  This  being  so,  many  others, 
I think,  ought  to  see  that  it  'would  be  largely  to 
their  advantage  to  follow  suit. 


Being  thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  the  move- 
ment and  the  results  aimed  at  by  Edinburgh 
and  district  anglers,  I recommend  most  strongly 
everyone  interested  to  give  liberal  support  to 
have  fishing  rights  secured  over  the  waters — 
ponds,  lakes,  and  streams — of  the  city  and 
district,  and  a fish  culture  establishment  erected 
and  maintained  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up  the 
stock  of  fish  in  these  waters. 


While  not  agreeing  altogether  with  the  whole 
of  the  following  remarks,  I yet  give  them  because 
they  are  interesting  to  me,  and  are  likely,  I think, 
to  prove  interesting  to  many  of  your  readers  : 
“If  one  stands  and  watches  a stream  entering 
the  sea — and  the  smaller  the  body  of  water  in  the 
stream  the  better — the  mechanical  action  is 
clearly  understood.  The  fresh  water  flows 
almost  like  oil  on  the  surface  of  the  heavier 
water,  and  continues  to  remain  on  the  surface  for 
a considerable  period,  until  a gradual  diffusion 
takes  place.  This  will  take  a longer  or  shorter 
time  according  to  the  action  of  the  wind  on  the 
surface,  and  according  to  the  comparative 
quantities  of  the  two  bodies  of  water. 
But  the  influence  of  a considerable  stream 
of  fresh  water  is  observable  far  out  to  sea, 
under  ordinary  conditions.  When  a fisherman 
observes  a few  salmon  approaching  the  surface 
and  leaping  at  some  distance  off  the  land,  he 
commonly  observes  that  it  ‘ smells  the  fresh 
water  ; ’ and  it  is  this  fresh  water  on  the  surface 
that  presumably  guides  the  fish  into  the  river 
mouths.  This  is  not  only  a theory,  but  has  been 
supported  by  many  observations  ; and  salmon  and 
sea-trout  having  thus  reached  their  location  at 
the  river  mouth,  they  frequently  hang  about  in 
the  vicinity  for  some  little  time,  beginning  with 
the  brackish  water,  making  incursions  a little 
way  up  stream  and  dropping  down  again,  until 
they  get  acclimatised.  Strange  to  say,  they  do 
not  seem  to  have  the  same  difficulty  in  returning 
from  fresh  water  to  salt,  and  it  may  be  suggested 
that  the  effect  of  passing  suddenly  from  salt  to 
fresh,  is  similar  to  that  of  a man  going  up  into 
the  upper  regions  of  air  in  a balloon,  the  sudden 
rarefication  being  extremely  trying.  Yet  this  is 
felt  iirincipally  by  the  more  delicate  fishes  of  the 
salmon  tribe  or  the  fuller  bodied  ones,  for  the 
commoner  shore  fishes  may  be  simply  lifted  out 
of  the  fresh  water  into  the  salt,  or  vice  versa, 
without  apparent  inconvenience.” 

On  difilerent  days  a week  or  two  jiast,  anglers 
did  well  on  several  reaches  of  the  Tweed,  but 
latterly,  owing  to  unfavourable  conditions,  the 
results  all  along  the  line  have  been  very  meagre. 
There  are  now  but  five  days  of  the  season  to  go, 
and  it  does  not  look  at  all  likely  that  anglers  will 
end  up  with  a brave  flourish.  As  on  all  the  other 
back-end  rivers  the  season  of  this  year  has  in 
large  measure  proved  a failure,  it  will,  it  is  now 
clear,  be  no  exception  on  the  Tweed.  At  one 
time  it  was  thought  it  might  be. 


Mr.  Birkmyre,  M.P.,  has  written  to  Sir  George 
Trevelyan,  suggesting  that  the  Government 
establish  in  Campbeltown  Loch  a fish  hatchery 
for  the  west  coast  of  Scotland. 


The  Secretary  for  Scotland,  having  had  his 
attention  called  by  Mr.  Weir,  M.P.,  to  the  value 
of  the  scientific  investigations  carried  on  by  the 
Fishery  Board  for  Scotland,  has  written  to  thank 
the  hon.  member  for  his  suggestion  that  the  scope 
of  the  operations  of  the  board  should  be  enlarged 
by  the  extension  of  hatcheries  to  the  Western 
Highlands  and  islands — a suggestion  which  will 
receive  his  full  attention. 


That  I have  any  note  of,  there  were  only 
eight  salmon  severally  exceeding  401b.  in  weight 
caught  by  the  rod  on  Scotch  waters  during  the 
back-end  of  this  year.  This  is  a poor  record  of 
heavy  weights.  Two  good  50-pounders  topped  the 
list. 


A Dee  correspondent  writes  : " Owing  to  the 
heavy  fall,  locally,  of  rain  and  snow  which  accom- 
panied the  terrific  gale  that  passed  over  the 
country  in  the  end  of  last  week,  the  Dee  has  been 
in  great  flood,  so  much  so  that  it  has  brought 
down  trees  and  other  obstacles  which  in  any 
way  would  impede  its  onward  rush.  This  is  the 
largest  Hood  that  has  been  this  year  the  river  at 


many  points  having  overflowed  its  banks.  I am  .1 
afraid  the  push  of  water  has  done  some  little  q 
damage  to  the  spawn  of  the  smaller  salmon, 
which  may  have  been  later  than  usual  in  getting 
on  the  redds;  but  I am  glad  to  say  the  spawn  of  j; 
the  large  fish  will  nob  have  been  touched  in  the 
least,  as  scarcely  any  of  the  back-enders  spawn 
until  near  the  end  of  December.” 


The  “ Kenavaigs,”  or  late-running  spawners, 
should  very  soon  now  be  commencing  to  enter 
appearance  in  the  Scotch  rivers  of  the  east  coast,  1, 
which  they  are  wont  to  frequent.  The  bulk  of  ! 
these  fish  run  far  up  the  rivers,  late  though  they  ' 
be  in  entering  them ; and  their  spawning  time 
usually  is  in  January. 


The  rod  fishing  season  on  Tweed  and  Urr 
finishes  on  Thursday  next.  Of  all  the  salmon  rivers 
in  Scotland  these  two  are  considered  the  latest  for 
autumn  fish.  This  they  may  or  may  not  be  ; all 
the  same,  1 consider  that  their  season  is  unduly 
prolonged,  liaving  regard  to  the  condition  of  the 
greater  bulk  of  the  fish  during  the  latter  part  of 
November.  Considering  the  fitness  of  the  fish  for 
sport,  some  few  rivers  will  stand  to  be  open  a 
little  longer  than  the  great  mass  of  the  rivers  ; 
but  in  my  humble  opinion  not  one  river  should  be 
open  for  rod  fishing  any  later  over  in  the  year 
than  Nov.  10. 


WINTER  FISHING. 


The  dull  November  morn  is  breaking  over  a 
curve  of  the  wide  river,  a white  mist  floats  geutlj* 
along  the  leaden  surface  of  the  water,  the  dew 
hangs  rimelike  upon  the  grass  and  stunted  bushes 
by  the  stony  towing-jiath,  all  is  damp  and  chill, 
the  silence  is  complete.  Man  is  not  yet  a-foot,  no 
breeze  rutiles  the  stream,  or  stirs  the  almost  leaf- 
less twigs  of  the  pollard  willows.  Then  the  light 
brightens,  a silvery  ripple  shows  oif  the  point  of 
the  shadowy  bank  below  the  ozier  island,  golden 
gleams  paint  the  seared,  ruddy  foliage  on  a near 
hill, birds  flit  twittering  past — the  sun  has  risen. 

For  a while  the  solitude  continues  unbroken, 
then  suddenly  two  figures  appear  on  the  path 
crossing  a stubble-field,  and  make  for  the  river. 
With  fiat  caps  on  their  heads,  woollen  comforters, 
and  greatcoats,  they  seemed  prepared  for  any 
weather,  and  each  man  bears  a bundle  of  fishing 
rods,  a bait  can  in  his  hand,  and  a wallet  slung 
over  the  shoulder.  They  are  no  strangers  to  the 
place ; they  stand  by  the  brink,  point  up  and  down 
the  reach,  and  then,  sitting  on  the  bank,  close  to 
a little  indent,  where  a few  meagre  reed  stems 
border  the  side,  they  unpack  their  belongings.  All 
sorts  of  odds  and  ends  are  brought  forth,  some- 
thing bulky  wrapped  in  sacking,  little  square  and 
round  boxes,  an  old  fly-book,  or  battered  roll  of 
leather,  are  duly  sorted  out  upon  the  grass  with 
evident  satisfaction.  The  two  now  each  brought 
a contribution  of  clay,  collected  near  at  hand,  and, 
making  this  up  into  balls  Avith  bran,  worms,  and 
gentles,  two  swims,  about  thirty  yards  apart,  are 
ground-baited  with  the  enticing  mixture.  Stout 
but  tapering  rods  soon  rose  into  the  air.  These 
the  anglers  fitted  with  their  respective 
winches,  light-running  tackle,  and  fine  gut  lines, 
and  having  carefully  plumbed  the  depth  of  water 
before  the  posts  they  had  selected,  the  brethren 
of  the  rod  artistically  adjusted  the  almost  invisible 
quill  floats  and  proceeded  to  breakfast.  The 
meal  did  not  take  long,  unaccompanied  as  it  Avas 
Avith  much  conversation,  and  then,  lighting  their 
pipes,  the  expectant  fishermen  separated  to  com- 
mence their  sport. 

Both  men  seemed  to  be  of  the  same  mind  as 
regarded  bait.  Opening  one  of  the  many  Avell- 
worn  tin  boxes  from  their  miscellaneous  store, 
they  garnished  their  hooks  with  choice  and 
apparently  lively  gentles.  Soon  the  disciples  of 
old  Izaak  Avere  hard  at  work,  that  is  to  say,  were 
both  intent  on  watching  the  tiny  tip  of  the  float 
as  it  slowly  followed  the  gentle  current,  now 
caught  for  an  instant  in  some  miniature  whirl- 
pool, now  shooting  out  from,  or  turning  in 
towards,  the  bank.  Neither  of  the  men  had  long 
to  wait  for  luck.  First  one  had  a tussle  with  a 
shimmering,  red-finned  roach,  then  the  other ; 
again  a dace,  or  perch,  varied  the  bag,  or  perhaps 
a fish  was  lost  when  just  Avithin  grasp  of  the 
landing  net.  ’I'he  sport  seemed  all-absorbent. 
The  anglers  looked  neither  to  the  right  or  left 
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^ their  floats  wore  the  sum  of  all  their  hajipiuess. 

! The  SUM,  though  pale  ami  yellow,  fully  lit  up  the 
; river  and  the  autumn  glories  beyond,  the  grey 
t hano  lifted  and  I’evoaled  the  red  tiles  of  the 
, distant  look  house,  and  the  ghostly  white  piles 
r that  guarded  the  weir;  yet  the  fishers  heeded 
neither  the  far  oil'  view,  the  dull  roar  of  the 
I invisible  fall,  or  the  lights  and  shades  of  their 
( immediate  foreground,  they  were  bent  on  fishing, 

I and  fishing  only,  and  as  they  thus  angled  time 
wore  on. 

The  shadows  of  the  short  autumnal  day 
lengthened  ; still  the  roach  swims  seemed  to  yield 
inexhaustible  sport,  and  the  wallets  of  the  anglers 
teemed  with  - spoil.  Now  came  a slow  mullled 
sound  of  oars,  and  under  the  dusky  bank  opposite 
j appear  two  Charon-like  figures  in  a skiff,  one 
; sculling  with  measured  stroke,  the  other  standing 
I,  up,  watching  intently  a long,  straight  rod  pro- 
) jecting  from  the  boat.  The  fishermen  gaze 
; across  the  river  with  interest.  Suddenly  their 
( erect  comrade  over  the  way  bends  and  seizes  his 
1 wand;  a bright  gleam  of  light  plays  astern  of 
1 the  wherry,  then  disappears.  Again,  splashing 
‘ and  fighting,  the  fish  is  drawn  nearer  and  nearer 
t to  the  boat,  the  oarsman  deftly  slips  out  a long 
i handled  net,  the  victim  is  secured.  “ What 
( sport  ? ” echoes  across  the  river.  “ Good,  Jack,” 

|[  is  the  reply,  a pause,  and  the  two  forms  are  lost 
i in  the  deepening  gloom  beneath  the  witheys. 

The  clouds  now  redden  up  westward,  the  waters 
) of  the  river  reflect  for  a moment  the  dying  sun- 
( beams,  then  flow  by  a steely  blue,  a light  breeze 
' rustles  in  the  withered  foliage,  the  two  friends 
t take  down  their  rods,  button  up  their  coats,  gird 
t on  their  paraphernalia,  and  depart  across  the 
1 darkening  fields  in  animated  converse, 
i Not  so  far  away  from  where  our  fishermen  had 
|l  all  day  been  thus  watching  their  floats  with  so 
t mtich  success,  another  angler  was  employed  in 
1 practising  a higher  branch  of  the  art  piscatorial. 

, A sluggish  river,  by  no  means  broad,  was  the 
i scene  of  his  operations,  a branch  of  the  great  river, 

1 but  most  unlike  it  in  many  respects.  The  water 
I was  tawny,  the  banks  high.  There  were  inlets 
into  which  the  slow  stream  swirled  and  curled, 
bays  thick  with  withered  reeds,  and  in  many 
spots  good  deeps. 

Like  a true  fisherman,  our  friend  “ had  early 
brushed  the  dew  away,”  and  hastened  to  the 
scene  of  his  longed-for  sport.  He  was  not 
encumbered  with  much  impedimenta,  only  a 
simple  scrip  hung  from  his  shoulders,  and  he 
carried  the  joints  of  one  stout  rod  beneath  his 
arm.  This  weapon  was  soon  put  together,  a good 
stiff  rod  with  standing  rings ; then  the  angler 
affixed  a biggish  reel,  with  waterproof  line  and 
a gimp  trace  but  lightly  leaded,  to  which  was 
attached  a moderately  sized  flight  of  hooks.  All 
was  now  ready,  save  the  bait,  and  this  was  not 
far  off.  From  a neat  tin  box  filled  with  brair  a 
silvery  gudgeon  just  adapted  to  the  hooks  was 
: brought  forth,  and  carefully  adjusted  with  that 

! symmetrical  curve  necessary  to  produce  a perfect 
j “ spin.”  Now,  advancing  to  the  bank,  the  fisher- 
I man  gave  a trial  cast  in  the  dead  water  at  his 
' feet,  and,  eagerly  watching  the  revolving  lure, 
seemed  more  than  satisfied  with  his  handywork. 

‘ The  day’s  work  could  now  begin,  but  the  water 
’ before  Piscator  did  not  seem  to  suit  his  purpose, 

' and,  as  doubtless  h,e  knew  his  beat  well,  he  walked 
hastily  oil  down  the  river’s  side.  The  banks 
widened  out,  the  stream,  that  had  been  running 
■ along  beneath  the  angler’s  tread,  suddenly  shot 
off  a projecting  shallow,  and  curled  round  in 
eddies  over  a deep,  the  opposite  side  of  which 
was  thickly  fringed  with  half-withered  reeds. 
The  sportsman  halted  at  once,  and  drawing  out 
some  yards  of  line  from  his  winch,  with  a gentle 
1 swing  dropped  his  bait  deftly  over  the  shoal  on  to 
the  edge  of  the  inviting  pool.  Swiftly  sped  the 
glittering  lure  twisting  through  the  water,  while 
the  line  was  neatly  wound  round  the  right  hand 
of  the  artist,  until  the  gudgeon  had  coursed  along 
the  sandy  spit,  and,  rounding  the  point,  revolved 
beneath  the  bank.  Then  came  a second  cast ; this 
time  the  gudgeon  fell  near  the  reeds  and  took  its 
way  right  through  the  centre  of  the  pool.  Half 
way  across,  just  when  the  bait  scurried  over  the 
deepest  part,  a wave  rolled  up  from  under  the 
reedy  clump  behind.  Then  came  a flash,  the  line 
was  checked  and  tightened — the  angler  struck — 

' he  had  hooked  his  first  fish.  Now  a broad  tail 

I lashed  the  water,  then  the  unwilling  captive 

j bored  down  and  round  and  round  the  basin,  but 


the  stiff'  rod  and  the  heavy  line  soon  told — along 
head  and  evil-looking  eyes  gleamed  above  the 
surface,  and  the  green  and  gold  prize  was  drawn 
ashore  carefully  by  the  gills.  “ A nice  little 
jack,”  mused  I’iscator,  as  he  tapped  the  fish  on 
the  head,  and  proceeded  to  extract  the  hooks, 
“ five  ]iounds  if  an  ounce.”  Another  stretch  now 
engaged  attention,  a long,  straight  reach,  with 
high  banks  on  each  side.  There  was  scarcely  any 
stream,  the  water  was  deep,  the  current  only 
just  here  and  there  stirring  the  now  decaying 
beds  of  pickerel  weed.  Carefully  the  angler 
fished,  casting  a brilliant  dace  near  and  far, 
leaving  not  an  inch  of  water  untouched,  yet  it 
was  not  until  he  came  to  the  verj^  end  of  the  beat 
and  the  shallows  showed  up  that  he  felt  a run. 
Then  the  line  wavered,  the  dace  was  seized,  borne 
forward  for  an  instant,  and  then  carried  back 
towards  the  centre  of  the  pool.  A stroke  from 
the  rod,  and  an  insignificant  and  tiny  fish,  a mere 
pickerel,  was  dragged  to  land.  “ Luckily  lightly 
hooked,”  exclaimed  the  disappointed  fisherman, 
and,  skilfully  handling  the  despised  victim,  the 
triangles  came  away  at  once,  and  with  a flap  of 
the  tail  “ the  little  one  ” was  permitted  to  regain 
the  depths.  Midday  had  come,  a light  repast, 
and  a lengthy  smoke  beguiled  the  angler  as  he 
sat  in  an  old  worm-eaten  punt  drawn  up  amidst 
the  dead  stems  of  rushes  that  bordered  a little 
bay  of  the  river,  then,  re-shouldering  his  sack,  he 
made  off  across  the  fields,  evidently  haaing  some 
goal  in  view.  continued.) 
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A CONTRAST. 


By  Clayh  Kenaval. 

Success  in  bottom- fishing  greatly  depends  upon 
good  judgment  in  choice  of  swims,  and  selection 
of  tackle  and  baits  exactly  suited  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  time  being ; but  all  precautions 
notwithstanding,  one  often  finds  the  experience 
of  a previous  day  reversed  by  the  practice  of  the 
next,  and  that  without  apparent  reason  for  the 
change. 

It  must  have  beeu  a sense  of  the  difficulty,  or 
let  me  rather  describe  it,  the  happy  impossibility^ 
of  reducing  angling  to  fixed  rules,  to  which  we 
are  indebted  for  the  famous  Yorkshireman’s 
dictum  as  to  the  “endless  field  for  argument, 
speculation,  and  experiment,”  which  our  sport 
affords.  This  train  of  thought  has  been  suggested 
by  the  perusal  in  my  angling  diary  of  the  record 
of  two  recent  experiences  now  about  to  be  referred 
to. 

In  bright  water  fish  with  fine  tackle  and  small 
neat  hooks  and  baits.  Keep  quiet,  and  out  of 
sight  of  the  fish.  When  fish  are  easily  visible 
they  are  difficult  to  capture.  These  are  generally 
regarded  as  sound  rules  applicable  to  bottom- 
fishing anywhere  and  everywhere,  and  not  alone 
to  the  pursuit  of  the  sport  on  the  Lea,  where  my 
apprenticeship  to  the  rod  was  served.  However, 
at  the  end  of  September  of  this  year,  after  vainly 
waiting  for  a push  of  water,  a long  succession  of 
fruitless  days  spent  on  Walton’s  favourite  river 
made  me  anxious  for  a thorough  change  from  the 
monotony  of  watching  a float  that  scarcely  ever 
disappeared,  except  when  the  hook  became 
entangled  in  masses  of  slimy  weed.  At  this  junc- 
ture a friend  proposed  that  we  should  try  the 
Brandon  Ouse  together,  and  the  evening  of  the 
next  day  found  us  under  the  hospitable  roof  of 
mine  host  Rolph,  of  the  Ram  Hotel,  Brandon, 
where  the  accommodation  is  of  that  comfortable, 
genei'ous,  and  homely  sort,  that  anglers 
thoroughly  appreciate.  By  six  the  next  morning 
we  two  eager  Londoners  were  afloat  in  one  of 
Rolph’s  flat-bottomed  boats.  Our  intended  pitch 
was  one  where  my  friend  had  done  very  well  on 
a previous  visit,  and  as  he  poled  us  along  towards 
it,  my  first  impressions  of  the  river  were  anything 
but  reassuring.  It  certainly  ran  faster  than  the 
Lea,  but  it  was  even  brighter  and  more  weedy 
than  the  stream  we  had  temporarily  deserted ; 
and  when  my  friend  said  “ Here’s  the  swim,” 
as  he  stopped  the  boat  in  the  middle  of  a 
reach  where  the  open  fenny  country  on 
either  side  afforded  no  sheher  from  the 
particularly  strong  and  cold  Avind  which  Avas 
then  blowing,  another  blank  day  for  us  appeared 
only  too  probable.  Luring  Avarm  weather  good 
sport  is  often  obtained  on  this  water  by  fishing 


well  clear  of  bottom  weeds  at  a depth  of  four  lest 
or  SO;  in  fact,  in  just  such  a swim  as  we  then 
commanded  from  the  anchored  boat.  At  the  end 
of  our  first  uneventful  hour  here,  1 came  to  tho 
conclusion  that  the  cold  change  of  Aveather,  which 
had  set  in  suddetdy  on  the  previous  evening  and 
was  still  maintained,  must  have  driven  the  fish 
into  deeper  and  more  sheltered  water ; it  was 
therefore  agreed  that  we  should  try  to  discoA’er 
such  a place  for  our  after  breakfast  operations. 
Here  it  may  be  stated  that  the  strong  air  of  the 
fens  is  a grand  tonic,  Avhich  may  be  recommended 
to  town  dwellers  who  are  at  all  out  of  sorts. 

At  my  suggestion  my  friend  poled  us  back 
towards  Brandon,  Avhere  the  wharves  and  ware- 
houses afforded  a comfortable  lee,  and  left  the 
water  as  smooth  as  a mirror,  in  great  contrast  to 
the  wind-swept  reaches  above  and  below  the  town. 
Here,  just  below  the  second  arch  of  the  old  and 
queerly-repaired  stone  bridge,  we  found  a clear 
deep  hole  which  was  literally  paved  Avith  a mass 
of  roach,  but  the  extreme  clearness  of  the  water, 
which  enabled  us  to  see  every  movement  of  the 
scarlet  fins  and  broad  tails  of  the  fish,  made  us 
very  doubtful  whether  Ave  could  induce  them  to 
feed,  and  keep  them  about  us  in  a jilace  so 
exposed  to  the  inquisitive,  and  probably  trouble- 
some, attentions  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town. 
At  any  rate,  with  all  these  drawbicks,  there 
appeared  to  be  no  better  choice  left  ixs  than  to 
come  back  here,  where  we  kneAv  the  fish  were,  and 
endeavour  to  make  their  more  intimate  ac((uaint- 
ance. 

On  our  return  to  the  Ram  for  breakfast.  Host 
Rolph  greeted  us  with  “No  fish,  of  course, 
gentlemen  I ” and  told  us  that  angling  load  been 
bad  for  some  time.  Two  visitors  who  joined  us 
at  breakfast  also  expressed  themselves  confident 
that  we  should  not  do  much,  for  they  had  been 
trying  all  the  previous  week  with  very  indifferent 
results  ; at  the  same  time,  while  condoling  with  us 
for  having  come  to  Brandon  AA^hen  the  fish  were 
“ dead  off,”  they  a])peared,  in  a good-natured  av ay, 
to  find  in  our  bad  luck  some  consolation  for  their 
own. 

This  rather  put  myself  and  friend  on  our 
mettle,  and  we  returned  to  the  boat  with  the 
resolve  to  do  our  best  to  make  a good  show.  A 
few  strokes  of  the  pole  brought  us  to  the  bridge 
hole,  where  we  fastened  up  to  a landing  stage  at-- 
the  foot  of  a garden,  and  recommenced  fishing 
with  ordinary  long  rods  and  tight  lines,  our  hooks 
travelling  over  the  same  ground-baiting. 

The  siAii  in  the  cloudless  sky  not  only  warmed 
us  through  comfortably,  but  must  have  afforiled 
the  fish  a most  distinct  view  of  our  lines  from 
hook  to  float ; therefore,  I confidently  believed 
that  my  unobtrusive  Lea  equipment  of  hair  line, 
neat  black  float,  and  delicately  small  hook  and 
bait  would  surely  help  me  to  secure  some  of  the 
fish  we  had  seen,  if  they  were  to  be  deluded  at 
all  under  the  existing  conditions.  But  strange 
to  rebate,  my  friend  caught  the  first  six  fish,  and 
then,  on  comparing  lines,  I was  surprised  to  find 
that  his  Avas  of  gut,  and  that  his  hook,  which  was 
also  on  a gut  length,  was  very  much  larger  than 
mine,  a No.  8 Crystal  in  fact,  on  which  wriggled 
eight  or  nine  gentles,  the  whole  forming  a lure 
that  seemed  to  be  ludicrously  unsuitable  for 
teiiipbing  cautious,  small  mouthed  roach  under 
any  circumstances ; yet  the  proof  of  the  gentles 
lay  in  the  eating,  for  although  my  hook  and 
baiting,  shown  in  No.  1,  received  no  attention 
from  the  fish,  I took  a good  roach  the  first  swim 

N°/  N°Z  A°3 


No  ].  Kaiteil  Hook  (a  No.  l-->  Crystal,  with  gentlos). 

No  A’  Eaiteil  Hook  (a  No.  .S  Crystal,  with  .s  gentles). 

No.  ".  Baited  Hook  (a  No.  11  Crystal,  with  a ohrysahs  on 
shank,  anil  a gentle  lightly  houked  on  point. 

after  adopting  my  friend’s  exaggeration  of  tempta- 
tion, shown  in  No.  ‘2,  and  AAUth  that  only  was  my 
bag  eA'entually  filled,  for  the  smaller  hook  and 
bait  met  with  the  same  contemptuous  treatment 
as  before,  Avhen  tried  again  as  an  experiment. 
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This  in  itself  was  a snfticiently  puzzling 
departure  from  the  theory  of  the  fine  and  delicate 
school  of  angling ; but  what  afterwards  proved 
to  be  a much  more  successful  day  than  any 
anglers  in  the  district  had  enjoyed  for  a long 
period  before,  was  made  still  more  remarkable 
from  the  fact  that  the  fish  continued  to  feed  all 
day,  although,  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time, 
Brandon  Bridge  was  lined  with  spectators,  most 
of  whom  joined  in  a loud  chorus  of  Ohs!  every 
time  a fish  was  landed;  and  some  envious,  rowdy 
youths  threw  volleys  of  stones  into  the  swim  when- 
ever the  absence  of  more  sportsmanlike  locals 
afforded  a safe  opportunity.  Yet  our  large 
audience  could  easily  see  the  lisli  on  the  bed  of  the 
river  ; and  we  even  utilised  their  noisy  notice  of 
the  appearance  of  each  fresh  shoal  from  under 
the  bridge  to  cast  more  ground-bait  into  the 
swim,  a device  which  seldom  failed  to  procure  us 
bites. 

Thus  were  the  previously  cjuoted  angling  axioms 
made  to  appear  fallacious.  Many  of  my  angling 
outings,  when  everything  has  appeared  to  promise 
abundant  sport,  have  yet  at  the  end  of  the  day 
furnished  the  conumdrum  : Why  were  the  fish  off 
feed  This  day  at  Brandon,  however,  has  added 
to  the  list  of  unsolved  pi’oblems : Why  did  the 
fish  feed  at  all,  and  prefer  large  suspicious- 
looking  baits  i 

It  might  be  urged  as  a solution,  that  the 
Brandon  (fuse  flows  through  a somewhat  thinly 
populated  country,  and  that  its  fish  are  conse- 
quently far  less  cautious  than  those  of  w'aters 
that  are  more  constantly  frequented  by  anglers. 
But  such  an  explanation  loses  its  force  when 
tested  by  the  record  of  another  day  of  my  angling 
holiday,  which  was  spent  on  the  Western  Bother 
at  Selham,  Sussex,  when  the  fish,  although 
plentiful,  were  as  shy  and  dainty  as  the  Brandon 
roach  were  bold  and  ravenous.  The  Sussex  river, 
in  the  portion  referred  to,  is  not  now  navigated, 
and  is  certainly  no  harder  fished  than  the 
Brandon  Ouse,  which  it  resembles  in  the  great 
extent  of  game-preserving  along  its  banks,  and 
absence  of  large  centres  of  population  in  the 
country  through  which  it  flows.  ( )n  this  other  day 
the  scene  of  my  angling  operations  was  a portion  of 
the  Bother,  where  nature,  having  been  allowed  an 
unrestricted  hand,  on  a background  of  hanging 
wood  which  came  close  to  the  water’s  edge  on  one 
bank  for  quite  three-quarters  of  a mile,  had 
painted  a picture  in  green,  russet,  orange,  and 
crimson,  that  needed  the ‘touch  of  a Hann  or  a 
Birket  Foster  to  faithfully  reproduce.  Herein 
dreary,  unlovely  London,  the  bare  memory  of  it 
refreshes  me,  and  in  fancy  I hear  again  the  crow 
of  the  cock  pheasants  and  the  whirr  of  the  par- 
tridges, and  see  the  rabbits  pause  in  nervous  gallop 
to  peer  inquisitively  at  me  across  the  stream.  What 
has  all  this  to  do  with  fishing?  Well,  I have 
endeavoured  to  show  that  in  such  a place,  if  any- 
where, the  refined  wiles  of  Lea  angling  would 
either  be  unnecessary,  or  if  employed,  would 
result  in  a huge  success.  With  regard  to  weather, 
the  day  was  just  such  as  I would  have  chosen  if 
possible,  the  sun  never  quite  emerged  from  a warm 
haze,  and  a light  drizzle  of  rain  fell  as  I took  my 
seat  at  a point  commanding  a nice  hole  that 
shelved  down  to  seven  feet  under  a large  over- 
hanging tree.  The  colour  of  the  water  was  more 
promising  than  it  has  been  my  fortune  to  find 
it  anywhere  else  this  autumn,  some  ducks 
having  been  disturbing  the  mud  on  a shallow 
about  a quarter  of  a mile  up  stream.  With 
much  confidence  I settled  down  to  careful  fishing, 
but  was  surprised  that  nothing  rewarded  my 
efforts  for  a long  period.  Paste  in  small  or  medium 
size  pieces,  with  a,nd  without  the  added  attrac- 
tion of  “capping”  ground-bait  over  it,  received 
no  attention  from  the  fish,  neither  did  gentles  in 
large  bunches,  or  three  at  a time  on  suitable 
hooks.  The  same  result  attended  a change  to  a 
shallow  swim;  therefore  I returned  to  the  tree- 
hole,  and  there  tried  a red  chrysalis  on  the  shank, 
and  a gentle  lightly  placed  on  the  point  of  a 
very  small  crystal  hook  (as  in  illustration  No.  3), 
which  I had  myself  bound  to  a long  length  of  fine, 
round,  white  hair.  Then,  and  then  only,  the  fish 
showed  some  appreciation  of  my  attentions  to 
their  whims,  and  I wound  up  the  day  with 
twelve  pounds  of  nice  roach.  They  did  not  feed 
at  all  ravenously,  however  ; for  the  fine  tip  of  my 
float  was  never  once  fairly  taken  under  during  the 
day  .and  often  enough  only  the  slightest  tremor 
gave  notice  of  a bite. 


BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT 
UNITED  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION 
CHALLENGE  CUP. 


We  are  enabled,  through  the  kindness  of  Mr. 
White,  secretary  of  the  above  association,  to 
present  our  readers  with  a picture  of  the  trophy 
offered  by  them  for  competition  at  Pershore,  on 
the  Avon,  on  Sept.  4.  The  competitors  numbered 
640,  which,  though  not  a record,  shows  what  a 
strong  hold  the  gentle  art  has  on  the  Midlanders. 
These  gentlemen  were  also  accompanied  by 
numerous  friends. 

At  12.80  the  contestants  were  signalled  to 
commence,  and  at  the  end  of  three  hours,  after 
trying  their  best  to  win  the  coveted  challenge 
cup,  or  indeed  to  figure  in  the  prize  list  at  all, 
Mr.  W.  Horne,  jun.,  of  Deritend,  proved  the 
winner  with  a take  of  71b.  6foz.,  closely  followed 
by  Mr.  A.  Padgett  with  61b.  lOoz , the  latter 
gentleman  being  fortunate  enough  to  capture  a 


specimen  bream  of  6Ilb.  The  takes  of  fish  were 
much  above  the  average,  the  winner’s  being  a 
record  in  these  contests.  Messrs.  Coles  and  Hall 
acted  as  referees  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the 
members,  but  their  lasting  thanks  are  due  to 
Mr.  C.  White,  who  originated  this  happy  idea  of 
a Challenge  Cup  competition.  The  prizes  were 
presented  at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel, 
Smithfield,  Birmingham,  on  Sept.  21,  when  the 
large  Assembly  Boom  was  crowded  to  excess. 
Mr.  Coles  who  pi-esided,  presented  them,  and 
congratulated  the  winners  on  their  success 
— Mr.  Horne,  jun.,  being  heartily  received. 
The  cup  itself  is  a very  handsome  work 
of  art,  designed  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Duffield,  the 
drawing  master  of  the  Highgate  branch  of  the 
Birmingham  Municipal  School  of  Art,  and 
manufactured  by  Mr.  John  Harrison,  of  30, 
Augusta-street,  Birmingham.  The  height  of  the 
cup  is  34in.,  its  width  141iu,  and  weight 
102oz  , and  is  of  the  value  of  JL'-SO.  The  con- 
ditions under  which  this  trophy  is  to  be  fished 
for  are  that  it  must  be  won  either  twice  in  suc- 
cession or  three  times  in  all.  It  is  on  view'  at  the 
clubhouse.  The  Spotted  Dog  Inn,  Alcester-stroet, 
Birmingham. 
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I FEEL  a proud  man  this  week  because,  wiDhout  ■ 
exception,  all  the  reforms  in  connection  with  the 
Thames  which  I have  advocated  in  this  paper  and  i 
elsewhere  during  the  last  ten  years  have  been 
embodied  in  a Bill  which  the  Conservators  have 
prepared,  and  which  will  be  published  before  the 
end  of  the  year.  The  introduction  of  new  blood 
into  the  board  has  had  its  effect,  and  this  Bill 
appears  to  be  conceived  in  the  right  spirit.  I 
hope  I am  not  holloaing  before  I am  “out  of  the 
wood,”  for  I have  not  yet  seen  the  Bill,  but  out- 
lines of  it  have  been  published,  and  a good  general  j 
idea  of  its  contents  can  be  formed. 


Fikst  and  foremost,  from  an  angler’s  point  of  \. 
view,  there  comes  the  subject  of  Thames  fisheries.  > 
Only  a week  or  two  ago  I was  urging  upon  the  ; 
London  anglers  the  importance  of  petitioning  the  l 
board  to  obtain  powers  to  compulsorily  purchase  ' 
these,  and  now  behold  we  find  a clause  in  this  Bill  i 
proposing  to  give  the  Conservators  the  very  power  > 
which  I have  long  urged  they  should  obtain.  ; 
Before  saying  more  on  the  fishery  subject,  I must  : 
wait  for  the  Bill  itself  to  be  issued.  We  do  not  i 
at  present  know  where  the  money  is  to  come  I 
from,  for  in  this  world  nothing  can  be  bought  | 
without  money  or  money’s  equivalent,  but  I see  j 
that  the  board  proposes  that  it  should  have  power  ’ 
to  levy  a tax  on  riparian  county  councils  in  t 
respect  of  works  which  improve  the  land  border-  ^ 
ing  the  river,  such  as  new  weirs,  which  decrease 
floods.  If  the  counties  or  the  riparian  owners  are  \ 
ma*de  to  pay  some  share  of  the  cost  of  these  works  j 
in  respect  of  improvements  to  their  property,  the  * 
Conservators,  it  may  be  assumed,  will,  out  of  their  | 
revenue  from  boating  people,  anglers,  water  com- 
panies, and  others,  have  money  which  can  be  j 
devoted  by  degrees  to  the  purchasing  of  fisheries  | 
and  other  rights.  

Next  inimportance  to  fisheries,  from  an  angler’s 
point  of  view,  comes  that  of  towing-paths,  acid  so 
far  as  I can  understand  the  notice  given  of  the 
Bill,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Conservators  to 
acquire  these  and  hold  them  for  the  benefit  of 
the  public.  At  the  present  time  persons  who  are 
not  engaged  in  navigation  are  in  some  parts  of 
the  river  using  the  tow-path  only  on  sufferance, 
according  to  the  view  taken  of  the  matter  by 
the  Conservators  and  the  riparian  owners,  and 
the  Conservators  have  in  some  instances  for- 
bidden their  ferrymen  to  take  people  across  the 
river  unless  engaged  in  navigation. 


Some  old-fashioned  country  gentlemen  look 
upon  every  member  of  the  public  as  a poacher, 
and  think  it  is  necessary  to  keep  people  off  the 
towing-paths  in  the  interest  of  their  game.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  more  people  go  on  the  tow- 
paths  the  less  poaching  there  will  be.  It  is  along 
little-frequented  highways  and  byways  that  the 
poacher  lurks.  In  the  old  days,  when  shooting 
was  allowed  on  the  river,  many  a pheasant  and 
partridge  was  shot  by  men  in  boats,  and 
retrieved  by  clever  dogs,  but  that  is  all  gone  and 
past,  and  the  game  preservers  have  really  nothing 
to  fear  from  the  towing-paths  being  freely  used. 

We  cannot  use  the  river  if  we  cannot  get  to  i*'', 
and  therefore  access  to  the  river  is  highly  impot- 
tant.  The  inhabitants  of  several  riverside  villages 
have  been  shut  off  from  the  water  by  the  closure 
of  ways  leading  down  to  it.  I know  one  small 
hamlet  absolutely  on  the  river’s  edge,  and  yet 
excluded  from  it  by  a high,  close  fence.  I am 
very  glad,  therefore,  to  see  the  Conservators  pro- 
pose to  take  powers  to  make  ways  to  the  river 
where  such  are  required. 


I have  long  advocated  the  purchase  of  land  by 
the  Conservators  for  camping  out,  picnicing,  and  ^ 
bathing  purposes,  and  in  the  new  Bill  the  board 
seeks  powers  to  buy  land  for  the  purpose  of  "i 
devoting  it  to  such  uses.  Biparian  owners  will  ■ 
be  very  shortsighted  if  they  oppose  this  part  of  fl 
the  Bill.  Camping,  picnicing,  and  bathing  will  J 
continue  on  the  Thames  as  long  as  Thames  water  I 
Hows,  and  it  is  infinitely  better  for  the  public  to  9 
have  definite  places  where  they  can  pitch  their  ■ 
tents,  spread  their  tablecloths,  or  undress  for  the 
])urpose  of  a swim  than  to  do  these  things  on 
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sufferance,  or  commit  trespasses  and  be  in  con- 
tinual hot  water  with  peo])le  who  are  sometimes 
over-jealous  of  their  rights. 


Most  of  us  anglers  are  lovers  of  nature,  and 
many  who  read  this  column  weekly  have  no  doubt 
lamented  with  me  over  the  manner  in  which  the 
Thames  has  been  desecrated  by  the  advertiser. 
One  man  who  sells,  let  us  say,  a sovereign  remedy 
for  anthrax,  begins  it  by  sticking  up  a huge 
hoarding  ; then  a rival  seller  of  anthrax  medicine 
feels  that  in  his  own  interest  he  must  put  up  a 
rival  hoarding.  So  one  of  these  abominations 
begets  another  until  the  Thames  valley  from  end 
to  end  is  disfigured  by  a whole  army  of  ugly, 
vulgar,  and  irritating  advertisements.  It  is  very 
satisfactory,  therefore,  to  find  that  the  Thames 
Conservators  propose  to  take  powers  to  prohibit 
advertisements  of  all  kinds  on  or  near  the 
river,  and  it  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that 
they  will  not  limit  their  power  to  the  water 
and  banks  itself,  but  extend  them,  say,  to  within 
a quarter  of  a mile  of  the  Thames.  News- 
papers, and  not  lovely  rivers,  are  the  places  in 
which  persons  should  inform  the  public  of  the 
various  articles  they  have  to  sell.  Of  course, 
when  a board  brings  in  a Bill  to  reform  itself,  it 
is  rather  inclined  to  take  powers  than  to  place 
duties  upon  itself,  and  it  will  be  for  the  public — 
by  which  I mean,  of  course,  their  representatives 
in  the  House  of  Commons — to  say  that  not  only 
are  the  board  given  powers,  but  also  that  definite 
duties  are  placed  upon  the  Conservators  in  respect 
of  those  things  which  are  so  necessary  in  the 
interests  of  the  public.  This  brings  me  to  the 
end  of  my  tether.  I have  only  to  add  that  the 
dear  old  river  is  so  pleased  with  the  news  that  it 
has  got  up  just  a little  colour  especially  for  the 
benefit  of  anglers,  and  if  only  the  clerk  of  the 
weather  will  be  equally  amiable,  there  should 
be  some  very  good  fishing.  Templar. 


EASTERN  SEA  FISHERIES 
DISTRICT. 


The  question  which  has  for  some  time  vexed  the 
minds  of  people  having  varied  interest  and  views 
respecting  the  creation  of  a Fisheries  District  on 
the  East  Coast  of  England  under  legal  regula- 
tion, has  at  last  been  settled,  and  provisions  have 
been  formulated  by  the  Board  of  Trade  under 
powers  conferred  by  Act  of  Parliament.  On  the 
28th  of  October,  Mr.  C.  E.  Fryer,  Inspector  of 
Fisheries,  reported  to  the  Board  of  Trade  the 
results  of  an  inquiry  which  he  had  held,  at  which 
he  had  taken  evidence  from  witnesses  repre- 
senting various  interests,  the  Report  showing, 
what  is  not  unusual  in  such  cases,  that  many 
conflicting  views  and  agitation  are  due  to  mis- 
understandings, and,  possibly,  interested  misre- 
presentations. Town  councils,  county  councils, 
private  fishermen,  and  others  (largely  connected 
with  crab  and  lobster  fishing)  were  represented 
at  the  inquiry,  and — says  Mr.  Fryer — many  of 
the  opponents  to  the  preliminary  draft  “had  been 
induced  to  take  this  course  by  delegations  and 
deputations  from  other  places,  who  had  misled 
them  as  to  the  purport  and  intention  of  the  pro- 
posed Order  and  its  probable  results.  I may 
here  say  that,  in  all  the  localities  from  which 
objections  have  emanated,  the  most  astonish- 
ingly mistaken  notions  prevailed  as  to  the  effect 
which  the  Order  would  have  upon  the  fishing 
interests.”  That  is  a matter  which  might  have 
been  expected;  and,  probably,  there  will  always 
be  difference  of  opinion  existing  on  such  subjects. 
However,  after  such  an  exhaustive  investigation 
as  that  made  by  Mr.  Fryer,  the  Board  of  Trade 
must  necessary  determine  that  which  favours 
the  general  weal ; and  to  that  effect  they  have 
formulated  their  Order,  conse()uent  on  Mr. 
Fryer’s  very  searching  and  judicial  investigation. 
Without  detailing  the  evidence  tendered — space 
does  not  admit  of  the  opportunity — we  give  here 
Mr.  Fryer’s  summary  of  conclusions  : 

1.  That  the  objections  which  have  been  raised  to  the 

principle  of  the  Draft  Order  would  be  more  pro- 
perly directed  against  possible  bye-laws  of  the 
Committee  which  would  be  constituted  under  it, 
and  cannot  be  taken  as  objections  to  the  creation 
of  a district. 

2.  That  no  sufficient  reason  has  been  shown  for  exclud- 

ing from  the  proposed  district  any  part  of  the 
area  described  in  the  Draft  Order. 


3.  That  it  would  be  extremely  inconvenient  if  the  area 

were  divided  into  separate  districts. 

4.  That,  subject  to  the  modifications  in  the  Draft 

which  I have  recommended  above,  the  Order 
should  now  be  made. 

The  “ Order  for  the  Creation  of  the  Eastern 
Sea  Fisheries  District,”  as  issued  by  the  Boai’d 
of  Trade,  recites  the  fact  of  an  application  having 
been  made  to  the  Board  by  the  County  Council  of 
Norfolk  to  create  such  district,  &c.,  also,  that 
the  County  Councils  of  parts  of  Lindsey  and  of 
Holland  (Lincolnshire)  are  interested,  and  that 
the  proposed  district  will  overlap  the  districts  of 
the  Boards  of  Conservators  of  the  Trent,  AVitham, 
Welland,  and  Ouse  and  Nene  Fishery  Districts, 
and  of  the  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  Fisheries  Board. 

Then  the  Order  describes  the  Fishery  District 
created.  Her  Majesty’s  subjects  having  the  right 
to  fish  within  the  following  limits  : — 

On  the  north,  a finedrawn  true  east  from  Donna  Nook 
Beacon  in  the  Parts  of  Lindsey,  being  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  North-Kistern  Sea  Fisheries  District ; 
and,  on  the  south,  a fine  drawn  true  north-east  from  the 
lighthouse  at  Happisburg,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk  such 
fines  being  shown  in  a map  marked  S.  1919,  and  deposited 
at  the  Board  of  Trade  ; 

Provided  that  a fine  shall  be  drawn  in  manner  follow- 
ing at  or  near  the  mouth  of  every  river  or  stream  flowing 
into  the  sea  or  into  any  estuary  within  such  limits, 
namely : — . ^ 

A fine  at  or  near  the  mouths  of  the  River  Ouse  and  ot 
the  New  Bedford  River,  drawn  along  the  Denver 
Sluice,  and  continued  in  a true  westerly  direction 
from  the  westernmost  extremity  of  such  sluice  until 
it  reaches  high-water  mark  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
said  New  Bedford  River  ; 

A straight  fine  across  every  such  river  or  stream  not 
hereinbefore  specified,  such  fine  being  drawn  at  the 
highest  point  to  which  ordinary  tides  flow  into  such 
rivers  or  streams  respectively  : 

And  such  fines  shall  be  the  fines  above  which  the  Sea 
Fisheries  District  shall  not  extend  into  any  such  river  or 
stream.  , ,,  , 

The  Sea  Fisheries  District  hereby  created  shall  be 
called  the  Eastern  Sea  Fisheries  District. 

A local  Fisheries  Committee  is  to  be  consti- 
tuted for  the  regulation  of  the  sea  fisheries 
carried  on  within  the  District  such  committee 
to  be  constituted  jointly  of  the  County  Councils  of 
Lindsey,  and  Holland,  and  Norfolk,  as  aforesaid, 
and  to  include  thirty-two  members,  along  with 
certain  representatives  of  the  districts  of  the 
Trent,  Witham,  Welland,  Ouse,  and  Nene,  and  of 
the  Conservators  of  the  Norfolk  and  Suffolk 
Fisheries,  including  thirteen  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Board  of  Trade, 


WELSH  ANGLING  STATIONS. 

(Reprinted  from  George  Agar  Hansard  s 

“Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing  in  Wales,”) 

PEMBROKESHIRE. 

The  rivers  and  brooks  of  this  county  are  so 
numerous,  and  of  so  beautiful  a character,  that 
they  constitute  one  of  its  principal  attractions. 
Perhaps  no  spot  in  the  kingdom  is  so  well  fur- 
nished with  water,  a small  portion  only  excepted, 
viz.,  the  western  extremity  of  Castlemartin.  The 
principal  rivers  will  be  hereafter  enumerated; 
but,  in  all  directions,  many  pretty  rills  cross  the 
county  at  the  distance  of  every  half  mile,  and 
though  they  are  lost  in  the  sea,  or  unite  their 
waters  with  those  of  the  larger  streams  within  a 
mile  or  two  of  their  source,  yet  they  abound  with 
trout ; and,  though  narrow  and  shallow,  are 
penetrated  up  their  sources  by  vast  quantities  of 
salmon  and  sewin  during  the  spawning  season. 

The  rivers  are — the  Western  Cleddy,  the 
Eastern  Cleddy,  the  Gwaun,  or  the  Gwain,  the 
Nevern,  and  theTeivy,  the  Syvynvy.  the  Newgall, 
the  Duad,  the  Guadan,  the  Cych,  the  Alan,  the 
Cyllall,  and  the  Hig. 

The  Western  Cleddy, 

Called  Cleddy  Gwyn,  or  the  “ Fair,”  rises  at 
Llygad  Cleddy,  or  the  “ Eje  of  Cleddy,”inear  Fish- 
guard, and  flows  into  the  sea  below  Haverfordwest . 

The  Eastern  Cleddy, 

Called  Cleddy  Du,  the  “Black  or  Swarthy,” 
rises  among  the  Precelly  Mountains,  at  a place 
called  Blaen  y Gors,  in  the  parish  of  Mynachlog 
ddhil,  and,  after  receiving  the  Syvynvy  and 
numerous  smaller  streams,  joins  the  Western 
Cleddy  between  Picton  and  Mjnwere. 

The  Gwaun,  or  Gwain, 

Also  has  its  source  in  the  Precelly  Mountains, 
and,  after  a romantic  course  of  about  twenty 
mile.°,  falls  into  the  sea  at  Fishguard. 


The  Nevern 

Has  a similar  origin,  near  the  mountain  of 
Vrenni  Vawr.* 

The  Newgall 

Falls  into  St  Bride’s  Bay. 

The  Solva 

Also  flows  into  St.  Bride’s  Bay. 

The  Cych. 

A small  river.  It  rises  in  the  Precelly  range, 
and  falls  into  the  Teivy  below  Kennorth. 
Salmon,  sewin,  red  and  common  trout,  eels,  ^c. 

The  Guadan  Brook,  near  the  town  of  Solva. 
Cross  the  River  Solva,  ascend  the  Gribyn  hill, 
and  on  the  other  side  is  a sweet  little  valley, 
through  which  this  stream  ripples,  arid  though 
its  whole  course  does  not  exceed  a mile,  it  abiunds 
with  fine  red  trout. 

The  principal  Fishing  Stations  in  Fembroheshire 
are : 

Trecoon  and  its  vicinity,  three  miles  from 
Fishguard.  The  vale  through  whic.h  the  Cyllell 
flows  might,  at  a very  small  expense,  be  laid  under 
water,  so  as  to  form  a most  magnificent  lake, 
capable  of  producing  the  choicest  fish,  the  trout 
of  the  above  river  being  large,  red,  and  of  high 
flavour. 

Bayvill,  three  miles  from  Newport,  on  a 
tributary  of  the  Nevern. 

Ford,  seven  miles  from  Haverfordwes'',  on  the 
Cleddy  river. — An  excellent  angling  station. 

JoRDANSTONE,  four  miles  from  Fishguard,  on  a 
stream  which  falls  into  the  Hig. 

Lampeter  Velvrey,  three  miles  from  Narbeth, 
on  the  River  Marlais. 

Lawhaden,  three  miles  and  a half  from  Narbeth. 
This  village  is  built  on  the  summit  of  a lofty 
ridge  overhanging  the  Cleddy.  The  church  is 
beautifully  situated  on  the  margin  of  the  river, 
under  a richly-wooded  eminence,  above  which 
towers  the  majestic  ruins  of  a venerable  castle. — ' 
A heautif  id  fishing  station. 

{To  be  continued.) 


Welsh  Saloion  Fishing— Official  Inquiry.— 
A grievance  exists  among  our  Cambrian  friends 
respecting  the  close  season  for  salmon  fishing 
with  rods.  There  is  a bye-law,  made  by  the 
Conservators  of  the  Dovey,  Mawddach,  and 
Glaslyn  Fishery  District,  on  Jan.  4,  1881,  which 
fixes  the  clise  season  at  from  the  last  day  of 
November  to  the  last  day  of  April,  both  in- 
clusive. These  conservators  now  propose  to 
lengthen  the  close  season  by  commencing  it  on 
Nov.  1,  instead  of  the  30th,  and  keeping  April  30, 
as  the  end  of  the  season— as  at  present  ; virtually 
extending  it  from  five  months  to  six  months. 
Objections  having  been  raised  by  some  local 
people,  the  Board  of  Trade  has  directed  a public 
inquiry  to  be  held  at  the  Police  Court,  Barmouth, 
on  Thursday,  Dec.  7,  at  11  a m , under  Charles 
E.  Fryer,  Esq.,  Inspector  of  Fisherie.g. 

* There  is  a fine  brook  of  the  same  name  in  Monmouth- 
shire which  rises  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Trelleok.  and, 
after  a course  of  about  eight  miles,  falls  into  the  Severn 
near  the  New  Passage,  below  Caldicot  Bridge.  Flowing 
through  a moorland  plain,  its  current,^  though  deep,  is 
by  no  means  rapid,  and  in  summer  is  filled  with  weeds. 
Caldicot  Castle,  a splendid  relic  of  feudal  magnificence, 
once  the  property  of  the  “haughty  Bolingbroke,’  and 
still  forming  a portion  of  the  royal  domains,  stands  on 
its  eastern  bank,  and  it  is  thence  downwards  until  the 
Nevern  joins  the  salt  water,  that  the  fish  are  largest  and 
most  abundant.  . , „ , , a 3 

This  stream  is  well  stocked  with  fine  trout,  liounaers, 
and  eels.  There  is  no  other  species  of  fish,  and  in  the 
sprino-  before  the  weeds  grow  to  any  considerable 
height,  there  are  few  spots  in  Monmouthshire  more 
deserving  the  angler’s  attention ; the  water  flowing 
over  a fine,  chalky  soil,  and  the  banks  from  the  castle  to 
the  sea  being  on  both  sides  unemeumbered  with  ^ood. 
Trout  of  51b.  have  occasionally  been  taken  with  a tty.  A 
short  time  since,  the  son  of  Mr,  Baldwyn,  a youth  then 
about  fifteen  years  of  age,  hooked  and  killed  one  ot  the 
above  weight,  opposite  the  old  castle. 

In  the  neighbouring  meadows  are  a number  ol  curious 
pits  of  clear  water,  generally  very  deep,  and  covered  at 
the  bottom  with  moss,  through  which  a copious  spring  is 
continually  bubbling.  They  are,  from  this  circumstance, 
called  “ whirlpools  ” by  the  natives.  These  pools  furnish 
very  large  trouts,  and  prodigious  quantities  of  silver- 
bellied  eels.  Nothing  can  be  done  with  the  former  unless 
the  surface  of  the  water  be  curled  by  a strong  western 
breeze,  in  which  case  the  sport  is  superior  to  that  obtain- 
able in  the  brook  itself.  ..  c 

It  may  be  well  to  state  farther,  for  the  information  ot 
strangers,  that  the  Nevern  is  about  five  miles  fioni 
Chepstow.  „ • 

In  addition  to  the  red  and  blue,  the  Granam  fly  is 
very  numeroir*  upon  this  brook  in  the  month  of  April. 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

At  the  late  general  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Angling 
Association  some  very  strong  remarks  were  made  by 
several  gentlemen  who  supported  the  resolution  for 
improving  the  coarse  fishing  in  the  River  Severn.  It 
was  the  opinion  of  the  various  speakers  that  the  time 
had  arrived  when  the  coar-se  fishermen  should  receive 
some  consideration  from  the  hands  of  the  board  for  the 
amount  of  money  received  from  them  in  payment  for 
the  licence  to  fish  the  river.  It  has  been  shown  by  the 
annual  balance-sheets  issued  by  the  board  that  the 
income  alone  from  the  shilling  licences  is  over  .£400  per 
year.  This  sum  is  very  much  in  excess  of  any  of  the 
other  items  of  income,  and  the  supporters  of  the  resolu- 
tion think  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  a portion  of 
this  money  should  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  restocking 
the  river  and  its  tributaries  with  coarse  fish,  and  not 
expend  the  whole  of  the  money  in  other  directions  in 
which  those  who  take  out  the  shilling  licences  are  in  no 
ways  interested.  All  the  speakers  at  the  meeting  referred 
to  expressed  themselves  in  a thorough  businesslike  way, 
and  one  of  the  delegates  went  so  far  as  to  say  “ that  if 
the  board  did  not  do  something  to  better  the  fishing  for 
those  who  took  out  the  shilling  licences  he  should 
advise  the  members  not  to  take  out  the  licences,  and 
then  when  the  board  found  their  income  deci’easing  they 
would  then  do  something  for  them.  It  the  anglers  con- 
tributed, as  they  did,  largely  to  the  board’s  income,  it 
was  nothing  but  fair  that  the  anglers  should  receive 
something  in  return  ; but  up  to  the  present  this  had 
not  been  done,  and  the  remedy  lay  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  took  out  the  licences.”  The  representatives  of  the 
Provincial  Association  are  Mr.  T.  Coles,  of  Birmingham, 
and  Mr.  R.  Wingfield,  of  Worcester.  These  two  gentle- 
men have  represented  the  Association  for  the  last  four 
years,  and  have  done  much  to  stop  the  netting,  night 
lining,  and  other  modes  of  depleting  the  river  : but, 
unfortunately,  these  two  gentlemen  stand  alone,  as  they 
are  the  only  tiro  gentlemen  who  represent  the  angling 
interests  on  the  board  : hence  it  is  that  the  efforts  of 
these  gentlemen  are  almost  powerless.  The  lordly 
salmon  seems  to  take  up  the  whole  of  the  attention  of 
the  board,  and  the  poor  coarse  fisherman  is  pretty 
nearly  outside  the  consideration  of  the  board.  The  coarse 
fish  are  gradually  becoming  less  every  year  in  the  river, 
which  perhaps  is  owing  to  the  board  allowing  them  to  be 
taken  all  the  year  round,  and  not  observing  the  close 
season  ; and  at  the  same  time  nothing  has  been  done  to 
keep  the  river  stocked,  and  the  consequence  is  that  even 
now  decent  catches  of  fish  are  but  seldom  heard  of. 
Something  will  have  to  be  done  to  remedy  this,  and  en- 
courage the  anglers  to  take  out  the  licences.  Mr.  Willis 
Bund,  the  chairman  of  the  board,  has  always  been  a 
friend  to  the  angler,  and  I hope  that  he  will  give  his 
support  to  the  resolution  when  it  is  brought  forward, 
the  result  of  which  will  be  watched  with  a great  amount 
of  interest  by  those  who  have  fished  the  river  for  years, 
but  who,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  fish,  have  had  to  seek 
out  other  waters  where  better  sport  could  be  obtained. 

On  Monday  last  Mr.  C.  Wainwright,  of  Birmingham, 
and  Mr.  H.  Willis,  of  Redditch,  met  at  Stratford-on- 
Avon  to  fish  their  match  in  the  Corporation  portion  of 
the  river  ; the  contest  was  to  have  been  of  four  hours’ 
duration,  but  owing  to  the  sad  state  of  the  weather  and 
water  it  was  decided  to  only  fish  three  honrs,  during 
which  time  both  men  tried  all  they  knew  to  win,  but 
neither  succeeded  in  taking  a fish  of  any  description, 
and  the  match  was  declared  a draw.  The  recent  snow- 
storms that  passed  over  the  Midlands  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday,  together  with  the  rain  and  high  winds  on  the 
Monday,  were  very  much  against  roach  fishing,  and  to 
this  they  attribute  the  issue  of  the  match.  In  order  to 
prove  which  is  the  best  man,  another  match  has  been 
arranged  by  them  to  be  fished  at  the  latter  end  of  June 
next,  for  a much  larger  stake. 

Mr.  T.  Foley  has  accepted  the  challenge  of  Mr.  G. 
Smith,  the  champion  pimper,  and  a match  has  been 
arranged,  roach  to  count. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  bitterly  cold  weather  experienced  since  Saturday 
has  put  a stop  to  bottom  fishing,  and  this  class  of  sport, 
now  that  the  winter  ha?  commenced,  may  bo  said  to  be 
over  for  the  season.  Altogether  it  has  been  one  of  the 
best  experienced  for  many  years.  The  operations  of 
trolling  sportsmen  were  also  interrupted  in  the  early 
days  of  the  present  week  in  consequence  of  the  swollen 
state  of  the  rivers,  caused  hy  the  heavy  rain  and  snow- 
storms of  Saturday  and  Sunday.  The  waters,  however, 
were  again  in  fishable  condition  on  Tnesda.y,  and,  since 
then,  numerous  rods  have  been  at  work  on  the  Witham, 
'VVelland,  and  Forty-foot  with  satisfactory  results. 
On  the  latter  river,  Mr.  Green  landed  a splendid  pike 
on  the  22nd,  weighing  111b.,  but  by  far  the  best  fish 
reported  in  the  district  lately  was  that  secured  by  Mr. 
Cox,  from  Sir  John  Thorold’s  lake  in  Syston  Park,  on 
the  B)th  inst.  It  was  a magnificent  pike,  and  turned 
the  beam  at  201b.  12oz.  The  private  fish  ponds  in  South 
Lincolnshire  have  recently  yielded  some  exceptionally 
good  fish.  ' 


FRCM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

There  is  iiot  much  of  interest  to  report  this  week  in 
inatters  piscatorial  from  this  district.  Shortly  after 
dispatching  my  notes  for  the  last  issue  of  the  i'iihing 
Gazette,  a few  facts  came  to  hand,  which  I now  give  as 
the  concluding  record  of  an  uneventful  season.  Salmon 


fishing  closed  on  the  Kith  inst.,  and  on  the  10th  the  Rev. 
J.  McConnel,  fly-fishing  in  Underbarrow  Beck,  killed  a 
number  of  salmon  inort.  On  the  following  day,  in  the 
private  waters  of  Captain  Bagot,  M.P.,  at  Levens  Park, 
the  reverend  gentleman,  who  is  an  enthusiastic  angler, 
was  successful  in  landing  two  other  mort,  and  also  a 
sprod.  On  the  adjoining  stretch  of  the  same  river 
(the  Kent),  which  is  free  to  the  public,  Mr.  R.  Garnett, 
of  Kendal,  had  a few  mort,  and  at  the  same  time  and 
place  Mr.  H.  Mann  had  the  honour  of  securing 
the  last  salmon  of  the  season,  so  far  as  I have  heard.  It 
was,  however,  only  a small  one,  weighing  61b.  Very 
little  coarse  fishing  seems  to  be  indulged  in  at  present, 
and  as  yet  I have  heard  of  nothing  being  done  worthy  of 
record.  Westmorland  seems  to  have  received  the  full 
brunt  of  the  storm  on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  which,  in 
its  results,  was  the  worst  ever  experienced.  The 
destruction  of  property  and  loss  of  life  is  appalling. 
Readers  who  may  have  visited  Windermere  will  be  in- 
terested to  learn  that  the  two  large  steamers  were 
swamped,  and  sank  in  a hundred  feet  of  water. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Manchester  District 
Anglers’  Association  was  held  on  the  16th  at  the  Three 
Crowns  Hotel,  Londonroad,  Mr.  J.  Pendrigh,  the 
president,  in  the  chair.  The  agenda  was  very  heavy, 
but  full  of  interest.  The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting 
were  read  and  confirmed,  then  followed  the  roll  call, 
which  was  answered  by  delegates  from  nearly  all  the 
affiliated  clubs.  The  secretary,  Mr.  S.  J.  Higginson, 
presented  for  the  first  time  a i-eport  of  the  year’s  work- 
ing, which  proved  highly  interesting  and  satisfactory, 
and  was  accepted  ,as  read.  The  balance-sheet  followed, 
and  .also  proved  highly  satisfactory,  the  auditor’s  report 
on  the  same  testifying  to  the  integrity  of  the  officers  to 
a flattering  degree.  Although  the  balance  in  hand  is 
hai-dly  so  large  as  that  of  previous  years,  yet  the  associa- 
tion is  still  as  sound  as  ever,  for  the  committee  have 
boldly  emancipated  the  association  from  a false  position 
it  has  been  in  for  years  by  postponing  payments  tor  past 
services  of  officials  until  such  had  been  voted  at  the 
.annual  meeting  ; now  these  salaries  are  fixed  in  advance. 
It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  all  the  executive  have  been 
unanimously  re-elected,  as  follows : President,  Mr.  J,  Pen- 
drigh; treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Peacock;  secretary,  Mr.  S.  J. 
Higginson  ; committee,  Messrs.  J.  Atherton,  G.  Yates, 
F.  Bibby,  and  H.  Straker  ; auditors,  Messrs.  Smeeth  and 
Eaton.  The  following  members  were  elected  hon.  vice- 
presidents,  in  recognition  of  past  services,  by  ballot, 
which  was  declared  as  follows  : Messrs.  Geo.  S.  Smith, 
Bisketti  Angling  Society ; F.  Bibby,  Shakespeare 
Angling  Society  ; J.  Peacock,  Hnlme  Crown  Angling 
Society ; G.  Oliver,  Buckland  Angling  Society ; W. 
Jennett,  P.alatine  Angling  Society : W.  F.  Constable, 
Kingfisher  Angling  Society  ; H.  Perks,  Merry  Anglers’ 
Angling  Society.  Arrangements  were  made  for  the  read- 
ing of  papers  during  the  ensuing  winter.  The  next  meet- 
ing will  be  held  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Buckland 
Angling  Society.  The  annu.al  levy  is  fixed  for  the  year  at 
6d.  per  member.  Cordial  votes  of  thanks  were  accorded 
to  the  retiring  executive  for  their  services,  and  they 
now  go  to  their  new  duties  with  the  confidence  of  the 
entire  association.  On  the  17th  the  threatened 
action  of  the  Central  Anglers  ag.ainst  Mr.  T.  Bead 
was  tried  before  .fudge  Heywood,  and  ended  in  the 
plaintiffs  getting  non-suited.  "Without  entering  into 
the  merits  of  the  dispute,  it  may  be  said  that  those 
persons  who  are  in  any  * way  responsible  for  urging 
working  men  to  go  to  law  on  such  trivial  questions  are 
not  trueffriends.  Any  angler  independent  of  the  p.arties 
interested  in  the  dispute  would  have  arbitrated  in  the 
matter  in  a few  minutes,  and  made  both  friends  for  the 
future,  instead  of  which  we  have  one  more  petty 
quarrel  as  a standard  dish.  In  the  meantime,  the 
stocking  of  the  Whaley  Bridge  Fishery  can  go  on  with 
a reasonable  amount  of  security,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
nothing  will  prevent  it  becoming  a popular  resort. 

The  Openshaw,  Bradford,  and  Clayton  Angling  Society 
hold  their  annual  dinner  on  Dec.  4,  and  the  secretary 
confidently  appeals  to  the  members  to  clear  off  their 
arrears  by  that  date.  The  first  meeting  of  the  coming 
year  is  fixed  for  Dec.  12.  

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Some  fair  pike  fishing  was  being  obtained  on  the  Bure 
and  its  tributaries.  Ant  and  Thurne,  till  the  terrific  gale 
and  high  tide  of  Saturday  and  Sunday  spoiled  the  sport. 
On  Thursday  and  Frid.ay  several  lots  of  five  to  eight 
pike,  ranging  from  41b.  to  101b.,  were  caught  in  these 
waters,  but,  except  on  the  Broads  far  from  the  sea,  little 
will  be  done  for  a day  or  two.  The  salt  tide  which 
accompanied  the  gale  was  unusually  high,  the  water  in 
the  River  Yare  as  high  up  as  Brundall,  twenty  miles 
from  the  sea,  being  quite  salt.  The  water  has  overflowed 
the  river  banks  in  many  places,  and  numbers  of  tench 
have  turned  up  ; the  roach  and  bream  seem  to  have 
escaped  by  being  driven  high  up  the  river  by  the  tide 
preceding.  Tench  of  31b.  weight  have  been  picked  up 
dead,  and  pike  up  to  lOlb.  have  also  been  destroyed. 
The  gale  has,  by  roughening  the  water  and  causing  it  to 
lash  against  the  muddy  banks  and  shallows  of  some  of 
the  Fleet  broads,  rendered  them  unfishable  because  of 
their  dark  colour.  


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  undergone  a slight  change,  and  coarse 
fish  anglers  will  surely  welcome  it.  A terrific  storm  has 
raged  throughout  the  valley  of  the  Trent,  and  fishermen 
really  thought  on  Saturday  we  were  on  the  eve  of  a 
substantial  rise.  But  in  this  respect  they  have  been 
doomed  to  disappointment.  'I’rue,  the  water  rose  on 


Monday  seven  or  eight  inches,  but  on  the  following  day 
the  influx,  if  one  it  may  be  termed,  began  to  disappear. 
On  Wednesday  the  stream  was  sufficiently  clear  to  allow 
of  a re.sumption  of  the  chubbing  art. 

At  Weston,  on  Thursday,  several  well-known  pike 
anglers  were  out,  using  both  the  “spinner”  and  the 
live  bait,  and,  as  a result  of  perseverance,  several  hand- 
some fish  were  secured.  Mr.  F.  Gamble  killed,  amongst 
others,  one  of  81b.  odd,  and  one  of  61b.  odd  fell  to  the 
rod  of  Mr.  A.  West.  Mr.  T.  Wood  also  enjoyed  sport 
in  the  waters  at  King’s  Mills. 

At  Shardlow  the  subscribers  appear  to  have  devoted 
most  of  their  leisure  to  chub  fishing,  and  numbers  of 
really  handsome  fish  were  taken  before  the  temporary 
rise  by  the  aid  of  chandlers’  greaves.  Mr.  E.  Peat  had 
a basket  of  seven  or  eight,  including  one  weighing  a 
fraction  over  31b.,  and  on  Friday — a miserable  day — Mr. 
J.  Taylor  and  myself  bagged  five,  weighing  fully  101b., 
the  best  being  31b.  Joz.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  S.  Pogson  got 
a few  choice  specimens,  and  Mr.  H.  Spray  was  out  after 
Esox  Lucius. 

Sport  continues  poor  in  the  Sawley  district,  and  the 
waters  at  Trent  Lock  have  been  deserted  for  some  time 
past.  Good  fishing  in  a rise  of  the  river  may  be  obtained 
on  the  south  bank,  opposite  the  canal,  at  the  rate  of  a 
small  sum  (3d),  per  rod  per  day. 

A few  chub  were  caught  in  the  Barton  length  on  the 
16th,  but  here  the  fishing  is  not  half  so  good  as  it  used 
to  be.  Anglers  are  allowed  to  fish  at  the  rate  of  fid. 
per  rod  per  day,  and  I would  recommend  them  to  go 
when  the  river  is  on  and  full  of  colour.  The  top  osier 
bed  is  as  killing  a place  as  any  in  the  fishery  for  big 
roach  and  bream. 

Small  fish  were  taking  maggots  more  freely  in  the 
Wilford  reach  on  Tuesday,  and  here  the  subscribers 
were  anxiously  hoping  that  a big  rise,  through  the  storm, 
was  in  store  for  them. 

There  is  no  news  of  interest  to  chronicle  from  any  of 
the  reaches  of  the  river  below  Nottingham  Trent  Bridge. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

I wish  I could  enthuse  a little  more  love  of  pike  fishing 
in  the  hearts  of  Sheffield  anglers.  There  are  very  few 
who  care  to  do  anything  in  this  direction.  Beal  expert 
pike  fishers  in  Sheffield  are  few  and  far  between.  "Why 
this  should  be  I cannot  tell.  Of  all  the  exhilarating, 
enjoyable  forms  of  fishing,  commend  me  to  spinning  for 
pike  from  a boat  on  a frosty  day.  To  my  mind  there  is 
nothing  approaching  it  for  real,  jolly  sport.  Near  Shef- 
field we  have  a capital  water  adapted  for  pike  fishing,  and 
well  stocked— Pebley  Pond.  It  is  within  ten  miles  of 
Sheffield,  easy  of  access,  and  the  fee  is  moderate.  The 
art  is  moderately  easy  of  acquirement  to  a good  all- 
round float-fisher,  and  I am  only  surprised  that  so  few  of 
my  fellows  go  in  for  it.  I should  be  more  than  repaid 
for  writing  this  if  it  led  to  anyone  taking  it  up. 

I have  a few  suggestions  to  make  to  the  Sheffield 
Anglers’  Association  for  a winter  programme.  In 
several  towns  where  large  angling  associations  flourish 
they  are  located  at  clubs.  'These  clubs  are  cosy,  com- 
modious rooms,  well  lighted  and  well  warmed ; their 
walls  adorned  with  appropriate  prints,  and  cases  con- 
taining the  results  of  many  a tough  struggle  ; their 
tables  covered  with  weekly  angling  literature.  "Why 
cannot  we  in  Sheffield  have  such  a place?  The  idea 
would  be  very  easily  carried  out.  For  a not  very  large 
sum  a suitable  room  could  be  secured,  and  among  the 
ten  thousand  anglers  Sheffield  possesses  there  would  be 
quite  sufficient  willing  to  pay  a large  enough  subscrip- 
tion to  keep  it  going  when  once  started.  There  the 
members  of  the  fraternity  could  meet,  and  get  to  know 
what  is  going  on  outside  the  city  ; the  younger  anglers 
could  learn  from  their  elder  brethern  many  a useful 
hint ; and  weekly,  fortnightly,  or  monthly  lectures  on 
topics  connected  with  the  art  could  be  delivered.  The 
establishment  of  such  a club  would  be  a distinct  gain. 
It  would  elevate  the  status  of  the  angling  community 
in  Sheffield,  and  would  be  productive  of  benefit  all 
round.  I commend  the  idea  to  the  association,  and  hope 
to  see  it  taken  up.  


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

Although  the  advent  of  the  cold  weather  will  deter 
the  majority  of  anglers  from  participating  in  the 
pleasures  of  pike  and  perch  fishing  open  to  the  more 
robust  of  the  fraternity,  members  of  local  angling 
societies  _ and  those  interested  in  the  Severn  fisheries 
will  find  it  interesting  and  profitable  to  meet  together 
during  the  winter  months  and  discuss  various  important 
questions  which  demand  attention,  for  it  is  by  such 
gatherings  alone  that  angling  institutions  can  prove 
themselves  of  practical  benefit  to  the  community.  The 
public  owe  much  to  the  Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling 
Society  for  the  valuable  work  it  has  accomplished  in 
years  gone  by  in  preserving  and  restocking  the  river, 
and  it  has  been  mainly  through  the  representations  of 
this  body  that  the  Severn  Conservators  have  been 
induced  of  late  to  take  an  increased  interest  in  the 
salmon  and  trout  fishing  in  the  Upper  Severn  and  its 
tributaries ; and  in  their  laudable  efforts  they  have  found 
sterling  support  from  those  interested  in  the  fisheries  in 
the  county  of  Montgomery.  The  important  question  of 
improving  the  impoverished  salmon  fisheries  of  the  Upper 
Severn  and  Vyrnwy  is  a matter  which  demands  increased 
attention.  The  subject  is  one  which  has  been  before  the 
Severn  Conservators  for  several  years,  and  now  that 
that  body,  recognising  the  just  claims  of  sportsmen  in 
Shropshire  and  Montgomeryshire  to  obtain  a fair  pro- 
portion of  the  fish  bred  in  those  counties,  it  remains 
for  the  representatives  of  those  districts  and  the  local 
angling  societies  to  place  before  the  Board  some 
definite  scheme  by  which  this  object  can  be  obtained. 
Of  recent  years,  comparatively  few  salmon  have  passed 


to  tlio  upper  portion  of  tlio  rivor,  so  that  wiiilo  iu 
bygone  days  salmon  fishing  in  the  upper  waters  was  a 
lucrative  pastime,  it  is  seldom  at  the  present  tune  that 
even  one  or  two  fish  can  bo  captured  after  a hard  day  s 
work.  The  anglers  of  the  Upper  Severn  attrilmte  this 
not  alone  to  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  fish,  but  also 
to  the  over-netting  of  the  tidal  waters,  to  impassable 
weirs,  and  possibly  Increasing  pollution  ; these,  thdh,  are 
the  difficult  problems  which  will  have  to  be  considered 
by  those  interested  in  the  fisheries  if  a better  supply  o 
salmon  is  to  bo  secured.  

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  has  been  limited  on  the  Yorkshire  streams  this 
week.  The  boisterous  weather  on  Saturday, 
and  Monday  rendered  fishing  practically  impossible,  and 
very  little  has  been  done  since  then.  A few  bottom 
fishermen  have  tried  their  luck  on  the  Nidd  and  h)er- 
went,  but  for  the  most  part  anglers  have  stayed  at 

A York  city  councillor,  at  a recent  municipal  meeting, 
related  a singular  circumstance  which  had  ocwrred  in 
connection  with  the  polluted  state  of  the  boss, 
friend,  he  said,  while  passing  along  the  side  of  tne 
river  between  the  railway  dep6t  and  Peasholme  (jreen 
Bridge,  noticed  large  numbers  of  fish,  apparently 
dead,  floating  on  the  surface  of  the  water.  Upon  closer 
investigation,  however,  he  saw  that  they  were  only 
stupified.  His  friend  rescued  about  ninety,  princ^ally 
roach,  and  placed  them  in  a tank  of  clean  water.  Uvery 
one  recovered.  By  way  of  satisfying  his  curiosity,  the 
councillor  (juGstioned  the  chairman  of  the  Foss  Naviga- 
tion Committee  as  to  the  cause  of  such  wanton 
destruction  of  fish.  Unfortunately,  however, 
official,  not  being  a disciple  of  Izaak  AValtou,  could 
assign  no  tangible  reason  beyond  the  fact  that  dredging 
operations  had  been  carried  on  in  the  vicinity  oi  the 
occurrence. 

The  wonder  to  my  mind,  however,  is  not  that  the  fish 
were  poisoned,  but  that  there  were  any  jn  the  river  to  be 
poisoned.  For  the  past  four  months  its  condition  has 
been  comparable  only  to  an  open  sewer.  Thanks,  how- 
ever, to  the  effects  of  the  recent  stormy  weather,  the 
colour  of  the  water  is  improving. 

FROM  IRELAND- 

KEEBY.— The  weather  has  been  very  fine  for  the  past 
week,  and  spawning  has  been  going  on  very  satisfac- 
torily on  all  the  rivers.  A large  number  of  the  early 
runs  of  salmon  have  spawned  on  the  Cummeragh,  the 
principal  river  in  the  Waterville  district.  I am  glad  to 
say  that,  up  to  the  present,  poaching  has  no^b  been  heard 
of  on  this  water  this  season.  A large  staff  of  efhoient 
watchers  are  now  employed  nightly  to  protect  the  rivei, 
and  they  are  aided  by  a party  of  six  constabulary  men, 
who  are  stationed  at  Derriana  Lodge,  quite  close  to 
the  spawning  beds.  The  sea  angling  has  been  very 
good  during  the  week  at  many  points  along  the  coast. 
In  Ballinskelligs  Bay  from  seven  to  a dozen  boats  have 
been  out  daily  bottom  fishing,  and  all  have  made  fane 
scores  among  whiting,  gurnard,  bream,  and  haddooKs. 
The  locality  where  the  best  takes  were  had  was  outside 
Ballinskelligs  Island,  and  about  half  way  between  VVater- 
ville  and  Bolus  Head.  The  whiting  were  very  numerous 
at  this  point,  and  each  angler  had  from  100  to  loO  daily. 
The  bream  taken  were  of  a large  size.  Trawling  has 
been  very  successful  along  the  northern  shores  ot 
Ballinskelligs  Bay  recently.  _ The  mackerel  season  may 
now  be  considered  as  practically  at  an  end  in  Kerry. 
At  Portmagee  the  hake  and  ling  fishery  continues  very 
good,  and  the  fish  taken  were  all  of  a large  size,  and  in 
splendid  condition.  

NORTH  AND  WEST  OE  IRELAND.— Reports  to 
hand  from  all  the  rivers  of  the  north  and  west  point 
to  an  exceptionally  favonrable  spawning  season  for  so 
far 

Donegal  Bay  is  teeming  with  herrings,  but  in  conse- 
quence of  the  recent  stormy  weather,  the  fishing  has  not 
been  so  good  latterly.  We  note  that  the  fishing  gear  is 
much  improved. 

Bartly  O’Donnell  fished  the  Claddagh  recently  and 
caught  a nice  salmon.  Constable  Carson,  of  the  Foyal 
Irish  Constabulary,  was  convenient,  and  caught  Bartly, 
who  at  the  last  local  petty  sessions  enriched  the  Trea- 
sury by  .£4.  Fishing  just  now  is  an  expensive  luxury  in 
the  west. 

At  a committee  meeting  of  the  North-Last  Ulster 
Angling  Club,  the  13th  inst.,  in  Belfast,  the  champion- 
ship medal  of  the  club  was  presented  to  the  winner.  Mi. 
William  Smylie,  who  won  the  club  match  fished  in  the 
odoriferous  Lagan,  at  Lisburn,  on  Sept.  23  last.  The 
chairman — Mr.  E.  J.  Kennedy— having  presented  the 
medal,  alluded  at  considerable  length  to  the  past  iinsiic- 
cessfnl  angling  season,  mentioning  also  that  there  would 
be  a challenge  cup  and  other  prizes  for  competition  next 
year,  full  details  of  which  will  he  given  at  the  annual 
February  meeting.  We  are  pleased  to  add  that,  so 
far,  this  club  has  had  a most  successful  career  under  the 
skilful  administration  of  Mr.  Kennedy. 


A NEW  iron  girder  bridge  of  two  spans  is  bring  thrown 
across  the  Ericht,  a few  miles  below  Blairgowrie. 

“That  which  is  everybody’s  business  is  nobody's 
business.’’  If  it  were  otherwise  there  could  not  be  so 
many  nets  and  fish  that  are  under  the  statute  size  sold 
daily  amongst  us,  and  of  which  the  conservators  of  the 
waters  should  be  ashamed.  But,  above  all,  the  taking  of 
fish  in  spawning  time  may  be  said  to  be  against  nature.  It 
is  like  the  taking  of  the  dam  on  the  nest  when  she  hatches 
her  young — a sin  so  against  nature  that  God  hath,  in  the 
Levitical  law,  made  a law  against  it.— Wai.ton. 


I HAi>  plenty  to  employ  me  during  the  day.  But  at 
four  o'clock  I was  again  in  the  boat,  and  had  justcaught 
a good  mahscer  with  fly,  when  an  alligator  came  quietly 
towards  us  with  just  its  nose  above  water,  in  the  usual 
fashion.  It  came  so  close  that  1 threw  my  fly  towards 
it,  never  thinking  of  hooking  it;  but  the  fly  landed  just 
beyond  its  nose,  and  I struck  and  liooked  it  in  the 
nostril.  No  sooner  did  it  feel  the  hook  than  it  reared 
itself  up  in  the  water  and  turned  round  and  round,  and 
the  result  was  it  got  the  casting  line  round  its  head 
and  down  it  went.  It  then  struck  me  what  a foolish 
thing  I had  done,  for  I knew  it  would  break  me. 

However,  after  being  down  for  a minute  or  t wo,  it  came 
to  the  top  of  the  water  again,  and  I was  delighted  to  see 
the  line  all  clear  and  only  the  fly  tight  in  its  nose.  The 
alligator  was  not  at  all  a large  one,  about  eight  or  nine 
feet  long,  and  it,  kept  steadily  on  the  top  of  the  water 
and  made  towards  the  opposite  bank.  I kept  a heavy 
pull  on  it,  and  did  all  I could  to  keep  the  line 
up  away  from  its  feet — to  onr  intense  amusement 
the  brute  not  only  got  to  the  side  of  the  river,  but  got 
out  and  walked  along  the  bank  ! Unfortunately,  I had 
not  got  the  rifle  in  the  boat,  so  I shouted  for  it  to  be 
brought.  The  alligator,  having  walked  about  twenty 
yards,  lay  perfectly  still  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  we 
had  to  back  in  to  get  the  rifle.  The  amount  of  line  I 
had  out  must  have  been  eighty  or  ninety  yards,  and  I 
suppose,  in  reaching  to  get  the  rifle,  I pulled  harder  tli^an 
I intended,  for  the  casting  line  broke  down  near  the  fly. 

I was  much  disappointed,  for  I should  have  liked  to  have 
got  the  creature  as  a trophy. 

Nothing  particular  occurred  till  the  evening  ot  my 
last  day  ; indeed,  it  had  come  on  windy  and  wet,  and 
we  had  done  very  little  comparatively.  It  was  about  five 
o’clock  when  I saw  the  back  fin  of  what  appeared  to  be 
a huge  fish  coming  towards  me.  I had  my  spinning-rod 
in  my  hand  at  the  time,  and  so  I sent  ray  bait  two  or 
three  yards  in  front  and  beyond  the  fish,  and  began  to 
draw  in.  In  a moment  I saw  a wave,  and  the  nest 
minute  felt  I was  fast.  I gave  a heavy  pull,  and  then 
the  work  began  ; it  felt  exactly  as  though  I had  hooked 
a moving  tree.  Away  thebrute  went,  aud  we  after  it.  Now 
and  then  it  made  the  most  frantic  rushes, but,  as  a rule, 
it  went  round  and  round,  we  intheboat  meekly  following 
wherever  the  monster  chose  to  take  us.  This  went  on 
hour  after  hour;  but  the  moon  was  shining  biigbtly, 
and  one  could  see  well,  which  was  a blessing.  At  last, 
aliont  ten  o’clock,  the  heavy  strain  began  to  tell,  and  I 
could  fed  my  friend  was  giving  in,  and,  to  our  intense 
deliglit  I got  him  to  come  to  the  top  of  the  water.  Oh, 
what  a fish  it  was  ! I am  sure  I am  within  bounds 
when  I say  it  was  anything  between  120ib.  to  15Ulb. 
Why  when  I kept  its  head  above  water,  and  made  it 
take ’great  gulps  of  air,  it  became  so  quiet  and  sub- 
missive that  it  would  allow  itself  to  be  quietly  dragged 
along  just  wherever  we  liked,  and  as  my  old  man  said, 

“ Look,  sahiti,  its  tail  keeps  stopping  me  working  my 
ri<rht  hand,  and  yet  its  head  is  abreast  of  where  you  are 
standing,’’  a distance  of  upwards  of  six  feet,  tor  the  boat 
was  12ft  Gin.  long.  I knew  it  would  be  hopeless  to  use 
the  gaff  till  the  fish  was  entirely  done— in  fact,  it  would 
have  dragged  me  overboard— and  so  I kept  holding  on 
as  tight  as  I dare,  when— I suppose  from  the  fish  being 
so  close  in  on  us — smash  went  the  top  of  my  rod,  and,  to 
make  matters  worse,  the  dear  old  moon  was  getting  very 
low  • so  I knelt  down,  and  told  my  shikari  to  hand  me 
the  ’gaff,  when  he  said,  “ Oh,  sahib,  I have  forgotten 

to  bring  it ! ’’  , . • i.i  • 

To  say  I felt  sick  at  hearing  this  expresses  nothing  ; 

I could  almost  have  wept.  I told  the  wretched  man  to 
scream  his  loudest,  and  see  if  we  could  make  them  hear 
in  camp.  An  answer  came  back  over  the  water  to  us, 
and  lights  soon  appeared,  for  they  were  beginning  to 
get  anxious  as  to  what  had  become  of  ns,  and  on  theii 
coming  within  speaking  distance  I told  them  to  go  and 
fetch  the  gaff  which  had  been  left  in  the  tent.  In  about 
ten  minutes  the  man  with  the  gaff  arrived,  and  one  of 
my  boatmen  volunteered  to  swim  out  to  us  with  it  tied 
on  his  head.  All  went  well  till  he  was  within^  twenty 
yards  of  us,  when  he  began  screaming  and  yelling,  and 
declared  be  was  being  chased  by  an  alligator. 

I don’t  believe  an  alligator  was  near  him,  but  it  was 
so  dark  it  was  impossible  to  see  ; and  a regular  panic 
seemed  to  seize  every  one.  Those  on  land  were  yelling 
and  shouting  in  company  with  the  man  in  the  w^ater, 
who  was  calling  upon  the  Almighty  to  protect  him. 
Even  my  old  shikari  was  inclined  to  join  in  the  chorus 
for  he  had  a shrewd  suspicion  the  alligator  was  after 
him  but  he  got  very  little  sympathy  from  me,  for  beyond 
expressing  a wish  that  the  brute  would  not  only  eat  him, 
but  his  father  and  his  mother  and  all  belonging  to  him, 
for  leaving  the  gaff  behind,  I said  nothing,  for  I had  my 
work  cut  out  to  keep  a proper  pull  on  the  fish  with  a broken 
rod,  and  the  night  so  dark  one  could  hardly  see  the 
leno-th  of  one’s  nose.  The  boatman  having  reached  land 
much  exhausted,  of  course,  neither  he  or  anyone  else 
wonld  try  and  swim  out  to  us  again.  I then  asked  it 
any  of  them  knew  of  a place  where  it  was  not  very  deep 
and  shelved  gradually.  Oh  yes,  they  knew  of  a lovely 
sandy  place  where  they  had  bathed.  So  I told  them  to 
take  the  light  there  and  we  would  bring  the  fish  in.  All 
went  right  till  we  were  within  about  ten  yards  ot  the 
bank,  when  the  fish  gave  a slight  struggle  and  went  down, 
and  the  next  moment  I found  we  were  fast  in  something, 
which  turned  out  to  be  a sunken  tree,  and  before  we 
could  stop  the  boat  and  go  back  I was  broken,  and  knew 
I had  lost  for  ever  this  glorious  fish. 

“ M ’’  ill  Land  and  11  ater. 


ANSWERS  TO  COliRESPONDEN  I S. 

“Bamhoo.”  If  “Bamboo’’  will  communicate  with 
.1.  Lander,  Kcdditch,  he  may  got  wliat  he  requires. 

P.  BiuiKins.  There  are  some  good  roach  swims  in 
Wimbledon  Lake.  Try  paste,  gentles,  and  sma  >.  lively, 
wcll-scouredred  worms.  See  the  keeper  (Mr.  A.  Newham), 
who  will  give  you  every  possible  assistance  atul  inior- 
matioii . 


[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents,'] 

“ One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi- 
ment.”—E.  Pbitt. 

“ THE  WALTON  REEL.” 

Sib.— Can  any  of  your  readers  inform  us  if  there  is  a 
reel  in  the  market  called  “ The  Walton  Reel  r We  are 
bringing  out  a new  one,  which  we  propose  to  call  tne 
“ Walton  ’’  if  the  name  has  not  already  been  appro- 
priated.—Yours  faithfully,  S.  Ai.lcock  and  to. 

Redditch.  

THE  NEW  THAMES  BYE-LAWS, 
gm  _xf  possible,  1 should  esteem  it  a favour  it  you 
would  kindly  inform  me,  through  the  medinm  of  your 
valuable  paper,  what  this  new  Thames  fishery  bye-law 
really  means,  viz.  ; — i.  i -t 

No  tackle  or  device  shall  be  used  that  does  not  admit 
of  the  pike  or  jack  taken  therewith  being  returned  to 
the  water  without  any  serious  injury.  ’ 

For  instance,  if  a man  weighs-iii  a jack  that  was  taken 
live  gorge  fishing  in  the  Thames,  can  that  fish  be  lUs- 
qualified  under  this  existing  bye-law I believe  it  is  the 
general  opinion  that  live  gorge  fishing  is  abolished  on 
the  Thames,  and  I should  be  very  glad  if  yon  could 
enlighten  me  on  the  subject.  _ . . 

Hoping  to  be  favoured  with  your  views  in  this  matter, 

and  thanking  yon  ill  anticipation,— I am,  &c.,  _ 

S.  Mastebs  (Alma  Angling  Society). 

The  above  letter  was  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Thames  Conservancy,  who  has  courteously  sent  us 
the  following  reply  : — 

“ Thames  Conservancy, 

“ 41,  Trinity-square,  Tower  Hill,  E.L., 
Nov.  20,  1893. 

“ Dear  Sib,— I have  laid  before  the  Conservators  ot 
the  River  Thames  your  letter  of  the  loth  inst.,  enclosing 
copy  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Masters,  of  the  Alma  Anj^ing 
Society,  asking  whether  under  the  new  Fishery  Bye- 
laws live  gorge  fishing  is  prohibited  in  the  Thames,  and 
ill  reply  I am  directed  to  inform  you  that  under  Bye- 
law 7 the  practice  is  prohibited.  Yours  faithfully , 

“ James  H.  Gouoh. 

“ The  Editor,  Fishing  Gazette.” 

GOOD  TROUT  FISHING  NEXT  SPRING. 

Sib,— In  reply  to  “Anglo-Indian’s’’  letter  in  your 
issue  of  the  18th  inst.,  he  cannot  do  better  than 
ioin  the  proposed  Bad  Boll  Club  beiug  - 

securing  forty  miles  of  fishing  in  the  Iviver  M utaoh  in 

the  Schwarz  wald.  , i • 

He  will  not  secure  cheaiier  or  better  trout  lismng 
anywhere,  and  it  is  only  twenty-six  hours  fi'om  London, 
return  fare  second  class  (first  class  boat),  £4  los.  ...a. 
During  a few  weeks’  holiday  there  this  summer  I had  an 
average  of  seventeen  trout  and  grayling  a day,  the  nsn 
running  up  to  IJlb. : no  fish  under  8in.  may  be  taken. 
The  water  when  I fished  it  was  dead  low,  and  in  tact 
lower  than  onr  friend  the  “oldest  inhabitant  could 
remember,  and  at  St.  Blazien  and  other  fishing  stations 
there,  I was  informed  by  anglers  who  had  been  there 
that  there  was  no  fishing  whatever.  This  speaks 

volumes  for  the 'VVntach.  , . , i <- 

There  IS  a most  comfortable  and  clean  hotel  close  to 
the  water,  with  pension  from  5 1 marks  a day,  which  pro- 
vides all  that  any  reasonable  angler  can  desire. 

Those  interested  in  the  formation  ot  the  club,  among 
whom  is  Sir  Rose  Price,  who  wrote  you  about  the 
fishing  some  little  time  ago,  are  all  giving  their  services 
absolutely  gratis,  and  as  honorary  solicitor  I shall  be 
glad  to  give  “ Anglo-Indian,”  or  in  fact  any  real  sports- 
men, full  particulars  if  they  will  either  write  or  call 
upon  me.— I am,  &c.,  E.  Douglas  Norman. 

4,  New-court,  Lincoln’s  InrjlVV.C. 

GOOD  YELLOW  TROUT  RIVER  FISHING 
WANTED  NEXT  SPRING. 

Sib, — Your  correspondent  “ Anglo-Indian  will  iina 
Newtown-Stewart,  co.  Tyrone,  one  ot  the  very  best 
stations  for  free  brown  trout  fishing  in  April  and  May. 

The  accommodation  at  Moore’s  Hotel  will  answer  every 
reasonable  requirement,  and  Mr.  Moore  is  most  anxious 
to  secure  good  sport  for  his  patrons.  I am,  &o., 

— X.  -LJ.  J. 

GOOD  YELLOW  TROUT  FISHING. 

gjij " Anglo-Indian  ” could  not  do  much  better  than 

come  to  Clonmel.  There  are  sixteen  miles  of  the  Suir, 
free  on  both  sides,  or  leave  for  the  asking  where 
preserved,  about  two  miles.  “ Watchet”  is  loud  in  its 
praises.  Every  accommodation  can  be  had  in  the  town. 

There  are  also  streams  (tributaries)  within  _ easy 
distance,  all  free  with  the  exception  of  the  apoomtioii 
water  on  the  Amur.  A limited  number  of  tickets  are 
issued  annually  at  £ 1 each  for  this  water.  ^ 

I shall  be  happy  to  give  any  information  required.— 1 
am,  &c.,  Richi).  Bradeobd,  , 

Clonmel.  Inspector  oi  hislienes. 
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DEVEEON  TROUT. 

Sib, — To  judge  from  a paragraph  by  your  contributor 
“ Mac  ” in  your  last  issue,  in  which  he  asks  where  beiter 
fishing  than  iu  the  Deveron  can  be  had  in  the  “ United 
Kingdom  ” (bar  the  Don),  one  must  conclude  that  he  is 
entirely  unacquainted  with  the  famed  chalk  streams 
and  other  well-known  rivers  of  the  south,  where  two 
and  three-pounders  are  as  plentiful  as  half-pounders  in 
the  Iieveron.  It  is  somewhat  remarkable,  too,  for  one 
so  well  acquainted  with  that  river  to  speak  of  it,  by 
inference,  as  a water  which  is  not  “ strictly  watched  : ” 
Surely  he  must  know  well  that,  with  the  exception  of 
the  much  belauded  and  much  over-fished  free  water 
about  Huntly  and  above,  there  is  no  river  in  the  king- 
dom more  strictly  preserved  than  the  Deveron.  As 
your  correspondent  more  than  hints  that  those  who 
differ  from  him  must  have  personal  motives  for  doing 
so,  let  me  tell  your  readers  that,  having  as  much  private 
water  on  the  Deveron  to  fish  as  I have  time  or  inclina- 
tion for,  it  is  a matter  of  perfect  indifference  to  me 
whether  many  or  few  flock  to  this  El  Dorado:  I write 
merely  in  the  interest  of  truth,  as  it  is  bard  for  sports- 
men to  go  so  far  only  to  meet  with  disappointment. 

Deveron  trout  rise  freely  enough  in  the  mouth  of 
April  or  earlier,  when  out  of  condition  and  unfit  to  kill, 
and  far  too  many  of  them  are  then  killed  by  local 
fishermen.  By  the  beginning  of  May,  as  a general  rule 
(for,  of  coupe,  seasons  vary),  they  begin  to  be  fit  to 
catch,  and  in  an  ordinary  year,  by  the  middle  of  that 
month,  they  begin  to  be  pretty  dour.”  By  June  they 
are  mostly  so  shy  of  rising  that  fly-fishing  is  no  longer 
worth  while,  and  in  the  summer  months  the  clear  water 
worm  must  be  resorted  to. 

All  this,  as  well  as  the  average  weight  of  the  trout, 
is  well  brought  out  in  Mr.  Tod’s  interesting  diary, 
rece:  fl  ■ published  in  your  columns,  and  are  matters  of 
comn  o 1 knowledge  to  many  who  know  the  river  as 
well  as  ■*  Mao  ” himself,  and  a good  many  other  rivers 
in  the  United  Kingdom  to  boot. 

I do  not  know  that  anyone  has  ever  ” decried  ” the 
Deveron  fi.shing  in  your  columns.  There  is  no  doubt 
but  that  on  the  preserved  waters  it  is  very  good  of  its 
kind  but  the  fact  remains  that  good  fishing  of  any 
kind  is  nowadays  a valuable  commodity,  and  that  good 
‘‘  free  ” fishing  is  a thing  of  the  past,  and  I fancy  that 
no  one  knows  that  better  than  you  yourself,  Mr.  Editor. 

Wateehen  Bloa. 

EEL  AND  OTHER  EXPERIENCES— SNAKES. 

Sir, — In  South  Africa,  a soldier  named  Moore,  the 
best  eel  fisher  I ever  knew,  with  others,  were  my  con- 
stant companions  in  fishing.  It  was  delightful  to  leave 
bugle  sounds  behind  one  for  twenty  miles  or  more,  and 
go  into  the  wilds  for  four  or  five  days  at  a time,  with  rod 
and  gun.  The  shooting  was,  of  course,  done  by  day, 
but  niost  of  the  eel  fishing  by  night.  Eels  run  large  in 
Africa,  and  give  great  sport.  It  was  rough  work  at 
times  we  had  no  tent.  When  a deluge  of  rain  fell  all 
night — as  it  knows  how  to  rain  in  Africa — we  would  keep 
ourselves  warm  by  carrying  logs  of  wood  to  make  a big 
fire.  There  was  no  sleep  that  night,  but  the  hot  sun 
shone  on  the  morrow,  and  all  was  well.  The  bat  horse, 
tied  to  a tree,  had,  probably,  the  worst  time.  With  a 
large  bob  of  lobworms,  threaded  on  twine,  we  would  land 
eels  up  to  121b.  in  weight.  I have  never  had  any  reason 
to  suppose  that  an  eel  could  not  see  as  well  out  of  water 
as  in  it,  and  at  night  when  on  land  he  could  certainly 
see  a.s  well  as  any  of  us.  When  you  land  a large  eel  he 
invariably  comes  at  you  with  mouth  wide  open.  I do 
not  know  about  snapping,  as  I have  never  observed  it, 
but  he  bites  you  if  he  can.  As  the  banks  were  generally 
sloping  to  the  river,  Moore  would  take  advantage  of 
this  habit  by  placing  his  “forage  cap”  in  the  eel’s 
mouth  and  running  away  with  him  up  the  slope  for 
thirty  or  forty  yards,  and  there  despatching  him.  Larger 
eels  we  caught  with  a hook  baited  with  boiled  pork. 

I may  here  remark  that  a snake  does  not  “ ope.i  his 
mouth  ^ as  3’ou  approach  him  at  all.  He  suddenly 
pises  his  head  a foot  or  more  from  the  ground,  accord- 
ing to  his  size,  and  with  curved  neck  and  a warning  hiss, 
prepares  to  strike.  If  you  remain  near  him,  and  move, 
and  your  bootsdonot  reach  over  your  knees,  your  days  are 
ended.  Whp  he  strikes,  his  head  “ moves  like  a flash 
of  lightning,  ^ and  it  is  then  he  opens  his  mouth.  If  you 
pass  on,  all  is  well.  I do  not  think  any  snakes,  except 
the  very  largest,  attack  man,  and  I have  doubts  about 
them.  They  only  defend  themselves  when  they  think 
they  are  attacked. 

I may  be  hpe  permitted  to  say  a word  as  to  a snake’s 
power-  of  fapination.  I suppose  it  is  fear.  When  out 
shootirg  with  a friend  I shot  a red-legged  pheasant. 
Immediately  I did  so,  my  friend,  who  was  about  eighty 
yards  away,  gave  a yell,  and  I thought  I had  shot  him  as 
well  as  the  bird.  I hurried  to  his  side.  He  and  a snake, 
about  20ft.  long,  were  looking  at  each  other  at  about 
three  paces  distance,  and  he  was  powerless  to  move. 
The  snake  had  no  wish  to  move,  as  it  fears  nothing. 
When  I got  to  his  side  he  shot  it. 

But  to  the  eels  again.  It  is  well  known  that  the  teeth 
of  eels  are  set  backwards,  so  that  when  yon  pull 
anything  that  is  in  their  mouth  they  cannot  open  it. 
When  fishing  with  pork  for  a bait  a large  eel  would 
often  not  bo  hooked,  and  when  pulling  him  in  ho  would 
suddenly  make  a dash  for:vard  faster  thin  you  are 
pulling,  and  so  release  himself.  The  largest  fresh-water 
eel  I caught  iu  Africa  was  181b.  in  weight,  but  a fresh- 
water eel  of  281b.  has  been  caught  there. 

Now  about  a large  eel  I did  Hot  catch,  Moore, 
another,  and  myself  proceeded  down  the  Buffalo  river, 
where  we  knew  there  were  very  large  eels,  and  large 
rocks  ^ ibis  was  by  moonlight.  We  used  large  hooks, 
on  which  we  plaeed  over  a pound  of  boiled  pork,  the 
line  correspondingly  strong.  After  trying  various 


places  I hooked  an  eel  between  two  large  rooks.  I 
pulled, _ and  he  would  shake  the  line,  but  I eould  not 
othpwise  move  him.  Moore  got  tired  of  this,  and 
saying.  “Ill  have  him,”  into  the  water  he  dashed.  I 
kept  the  cord  tight,  and,  running  his  hand  down  the 
cord,  he  came  to  the  eel’s  head.  He  did  not  keep  it 
there  long.  When  he  came  out  of  the  water  his  horny 
hand  was  bleeding,  scored  all  over  as  if  by  a rasp. 
“ He  took  my  hand  in  his  month,”  said  he,  “ and  shook 
it  like  a bulldog.”  Having  rubbed  salt  in  the  wounds, 
we  decided  to  pull  the  eel  out.  Two  of  us  tried,  but 
could  not,  when  Moore  joined  in  the  pull  ; we  pulled 
the  hook  out,  minirs  the  pork,  but  never  saw  that  eel. 

I can  understand  this  from  having  once  dug  a large 
snake  out  of  his  hole.  We  came  first  to  his  head,  and 
placing  the  end  of  the  spade  upon  it,  two  and  then  three 
of  ns,  took  hold  of  his  neck  and  tried  to  pull  him  out 
but  could  not.  On  digging  farther  we  found  that  his 


hole  was  curved  thus 


and  there 


a third  of  his  body  was  fixed,  and  we  could  not  move  him. 

In  Fenian  times  long  ago,  I was  in  command  of  a 
fort  in  Ireland  at  the  entrance  to  a large  harbour. 
One  day  an  officer  came  to  warn  me  that  the  fort  was  to 
be  attacked  at  night  by  .5000  Fenians.  He  left  some 
blue  lights  which  I was  to  burn  in  case  I was  attacked, 
when  assistance  would  be  sent  by  the  men-of-war  in 
the  harbour,  and  by  other  forts.  The  fort  at  the  time 
was  being  re-built,  and  was  opeii  for  sixty  yards  or  more 
on  the  land  side.  I did  not  believe  much  in  the  attack, 
hut  put  on  more  sentries,  issued  more  ammunition, 
cautioned  the  men  to  bo  ready  at  a moment’s  notice, 
and  placed  a bugler  with  the  guard  to  sound  “ the 
alarm  ” if  we  were  attacked.  Next  day  a reinforce- 
ment of  three  oflioers  and  100  men  arrived  under 
command  of  a field  officer,  and  1,  being  a subaltern, 
was  no  longer  in  command.  Being  relieved  of 
much  responsibility,  after  a day  or  two,  I went 
fishing.  Taking  four  of  my  men  with  me.  we 
rowed  seaward  s-nne  six  miles  to  a favourite  spot,  but 
not  so  far  from  the  coast.  I had  arranged  eight  hooks 
on  two  thick  wire  circles — four  above  and  four  below — 
and  we  canght  a great  number  of  fish.  I would  bring 
up  two,  three,  four,  and  even  six  at  a time,  and  it  was 
curious  to  see  how  other  fish  w-ould  swim  up  to  near  the 
surface  of  the  water  after  the  bait,  though  they  saw 
their  companions  hooked.  At  10  o'clock,  under  a full 
bright  moon,  we  c mmenced  fishing  for  conger,  using  a 
long  thick  cord  and  a large  hook,  on  which  was  placed 
about  a Ijlb.  of  boiled  pork,  cut  so  as  to  cover  the  hook 
as  much  as  possible.  My  companions  had  similar  lines, 
and  they  were  thrown  in  different  directions.  We 
waited  as  patiently  as  only  fishermen  can  wait.  We 
had  something  to  eat  and  drink  and  a smoke.  At  last  I 
had  a very  strong  pull,  and  began  to  haul  in.  For  a 
time  I knew  I had  a fish  on,  but  the  pull  became  si 
steady  that  I thought  I had  lost  the  fish,  and  got  fastened 
to  the  anchor,  as  the  boat  was  moving  forward  at  some 
speed.  At  last  the  conger  came  in  sight,  and  with  his 
wide  back  fin  extended,  what  a monster  he  looked  in 
the  bright  moonlight!  With  a strong  pull  I brought 
him  into  the  boat.  He  was  moving  up  the  boat,  as  in 


sketch,  with  mouth  open.  The  upright  movement  I 
have  attributed  to  a large  cel  refers  to  it  when  on  land 
or  in  a boat  ; and  I fancy  he  only  moves  in  that  way 
when  in  dnufler  as  being  more  favourable  for  attack.  My 
companions  had  never  seen  such  an  eel,  got  frightened, 
rushed  all  to  oue  side  of  the  boat,  and  nearly  upset  it 
When  he  turned,  I fortunately  got  my  foot  on  the  line 
close  to  his  head,  and,  with  my  knife,  severed  the  spine 
near  the  head.  Now  a curious  thing  happened.  One  of 
the  men  was  holding  the  eel  near  the  head  (we  were  both 
standing)  while  I took  the  hook  out  of  his  mouth— the 
pork  had  disappeared.  I had  placed  the  forefinger  of  ray 
right  hand  on  his  lower  jaw  to  press  it  down  while  I dis- 
engaged the  hook,  when,  with  a spasmodic  movement, 
the  jaws  closed  on  my  finger  like  a vice.  It  seemed  a 
long  time,  but  I dare  say  it  was  half  a minute,  before  the 
lower  jaw  dropped  and  my  finger  was  free.  An  eel’s 
teeth  are  not  large,  but  they  went  through  the  finger- 
nail on  one  side,  and  through  the  flesh  on  the  other  into 
the  bone.  My  finger  .was  quite  flattened,  and  remained 
more  or  less  so  for  a fortnight.  I rubbed  salt  in,  and  it 
did  not  fester.  This  eel  weighed  2.31b.  next  day.’  Soon 
after  one  of  the  men  booked  another  eel,  and  I was  asked 
to  pull  it  into  the  boat.  It  weighed  18ib  , and  we  had 
little  trouble  with  it. 

We  now  started  for  home,  with  a long  row  before  us. 
It  was  about  2 o’clock  in  the  morning  when  we  reached 
the  bottom  of  the  zig-zag  leading  up  to  the  fort.  Now 
another  incident  happened.  I dare  say  we  made  a good 
deal  of  noise  in  drawing  our  boat  up  on  the  shingle  and 
getting  our  fish  out  ; but  we  did  not  hear  the  sentry’s 
challenge,  and  it  was  fortunate  he  did  not  fire  upon  us, 
as  he  was  one  of  the  men  who  arrived  a day  or  two 
before,  and  was  full  of  the  idea  that  the  fort  would  be 
attacked.  When  they  knew  who  we  were,  an  I I got 
half-way  up  the  hill.  I met  an  officer  who  told  me  the 
garrison  had  been  under  arms  for  some  time  ! The 
alarm  had  this  advantage  for  us,  that  numbers  of  my 
men  came  down  with  vessels  and  carried  up  our  fish.— I 
am,  Ac.,  j FERfinsoN. 


COMBINATION  FLOATS 

Sib, — In  answer  to  “ Bamboo  ” respecting  above,  I, 
the  undersigned,  was  the  exhibitor  and  maker.  I do 
not  think  they  can  be  bought ; but  it  is  a very  nice 
pastime  for  the  winter  evenings  for  those  who  care  to 
make  same. 

No.  I.  jointed  quill;  No.  2,  whole  quill ; No.  3,  cedar 
or  pine  float. 

To  make  float  No.  1 you  want  a quantity  of  quills 
before  you  (duck,  goose,  and  swan).  You  then  pick  out 
a well  formed  goose  or  small  swan  quill  for  the  top 
piece,  and  next  pieces  to  fit  inside  each  other  until  you 
get  it  the  required  length  the  top  and  bottom  ; you  only 
cut  one  end  of  the  quill,  and  the  stem  of  the  feather  is 
stripped,  and  scraped,  and  pushed  into  top  and  bottom 
piece,  to  make  top  white  and  bottom  hard  to  receive 
cap.  Next  you  make  all  your  joints  with  giant  cement, 
and  when  dry  you  bevel  the  square  edge  of  each  joint,  and 
scrape  with  sharp  knife  from  top  to  bottom,  after  which 
you  can  colour  your  top  about  fin.  with  paint  (red  lead 
and  gold  size)  or  any  colour  you  may  fancy  ; Jin.  below 
colour  you  have  a dark  whipping  of  finest  silk  about 
3-Ifith  of  an  inch  wide,  and  at  your  first  joint  from  top 
you  whip  a small  brass  upright  ring,  just  large  enough  to 
allow  a gut  knot  to  pass,  and  then  you  whip  your  other 
joints  to  your  own  fancy,  so  that  they  are  not  easily 
detected  ; give  whipping  two  coats  of  coachmaker’s 
varnish  and  quill  oue,  and  let  dry,  and  they  are  ready 
for  use.  Should  be  kept  in  a box  when  out  of  use. 

No.  2 float  is  made  of  one  whole  quill ; you  cut  2Jin. 
off,  and  fill  same  as  top  part  of  No.  1 ; then  get  Jin.  of 
quill  that  just  fits  each  part,  and  glue  up  same  as  No.  1. 
It  is  necessary  to  give  the  line  two  or  three  turns 
round  the  float  before  you  fix  the  cap,  or  else  you  are 
apt  to  lose  your  depth.)  To  make  No.  3 float,  you  gat 
a piece  of  well-seasoned  yellow  pine  or  cedar,  about  Jin. 
square.  Sin.  long,  shape  it  as  mine,  colour  and  whiq>  it 
to  your  own  fancy,  and  finish  as  described  in  others. 

I have  found  this  a grand  float  for  travelling  tor  chub  ; 
you  can  see  it  at  thirty  or  forty  yards  distinctly  if 
finished  as  follows  : Paint  Jin.  of  top  red,  Ifin.  white, 
and  the  rest  green  ; whip  ring  between  green  and  white, 
and  put  a dark  whipping  Jin.  from  red  top  Jin.  wide, and 
then  give  a coat  of  coaohmaker’s  varnish.  The  reason 
I have.a  small  ring  near  the  top  of  my  floats  is  that 
when  you  cast  your  line  you  do  not  have  that  bubble  at 
the  top  of  your  float  as  when  a cap  is  used  of  quill. — • 

I am,  &n..  Rich.  W.  Wellman. 


OLD  WADERS. 

Sib,— Waders  mostly  come  to  grief  from  either  of  the 
following  causes  : 

1.  Punctures  from  thorns,  hooks,  &c. 

2.  From  nail-points  in  badly-made  brogues. 

3.  From  being  greased  or  oiled. 

If  from  the  fir.it  two,  are  easily  repaired  by  a practical 
workman.  If  the  last  (oiled)  nothing  can  be  done,  as 
with  a pair  recently  sent  me  from  Carmarthen  ; or  from 
the  rubber  decomposing  with  age.  They  are  then  only 
fit  to  be  destroyed. — I am,  &e.,  . F.  Malcom. 


LA.RGE  CATCH  OF  PIKE  ON  LOUGH  SHEELIN. 

Sir,  In  reference  to  the  catch  of  heavy  weights 
recorded  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette,  I may  mention 
that  a friend  of  mine,  whilst  fishing  for  trout  oa  Lough 
Sheelin  two  or  three  years  ago,  picked  up  on  the  shore 
of  the  lough  the  head  of  a pike  {in  skeleton) , which 
measured  nine  inches  from  the  orbit  to  the  tip  of  the 
nasal  bone  ; and  I should  much  like  to  know  what  the 
probable  weight  of  the  fish  would  have  been  when 
living  ? I think  it  quite  possible  that  some  of  the  large 
Irish  loughs  contain  pike  up  to  fifty  or  sixty  pounds  in 
weight.— I am,  &o.,  H.  S.  Haeland. 


VITALITY  OF  ROACH. 

SiE, — I should  like  through  your  paper  to  ask  my 
fellow  anglers  the  length  of  time  that  a fish  (roach)  will 
live  after  being  taken  from  the  water.  Having  this 
morning,  before  breakfast,  caught  three  fair-sized  roach, 
the  heaviest  about  a pound,  the  others  a little  less — 
this  was  about  nine  or  half-past  in  the  morning— and  at 
eleven  to-night  they  were  not  dead ; but  when  I picked 
one  up  it  curled  itself,  and  its  mouth  was  going,  gasping 
as  though  it  were  just  caught,  although  more  feebly, 
but  looked  like  living  another  hour  or  two.  It  had  now 
been  out  of  the  water  nearly  fourteen  hours.  Having 
caught  thousands  in  my  time,  and  being  an  ardent 
fisherman  for  more  than  twenty  years,  I have  never  seen 
roach  live  above  two  or  three  hours  after  leaving  the 
water,  and  I should  like  to  hear  from  my  friends,  the 
readers  of  your  paper,  some  of  their  experiences. — I am, 

, W.  S.B.  S. 

Coventry.  

GRAND  JUNCTION  CANAL. 

, Sir, —Will  yon  kindly  tell  me  the  names  of  the 
different  pounds  along  the  Grand  Junction  Canal, 
rented  by  the  Anglers’  Association,  and  the  rotation 
from  beginning  to  end  ; also  what  fi.sh  I am  likely  to 
catch.  Hoping  I am  not  taking  up  too  much  of  your 
valuable  space. — lam,  &c.. 

One  AVho  AVants  to  Know. 

(The  “Anglers’  Guide,”  price  6d.,  may  be  obtained 
from  Mr.  Ghurney,  116,  Murray-street,  New  North-road, 
Hoxton,  N.,  and  will  give  you  a great  deal  of  useful 
information.  The  following  is  extracted  from  the  page 
setting  f rih  the  waters  rented  by  the  Association: 
“ Junction  Canal,  from  Denham  lock  to  AVest  Drayton 
bridge,  also  the  whole  of  Slongh  Canal  and  Running 
Pound,  Uxbridge.”  Roach,  dace,  perch,  and  jack  are 
the  principal  fish  you  are  likely  to  catch  ] 
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CLOSE  OE  THE  HJNE  SEASON. 


The  season  which  has  just  closed  will  lon^  be 
remembered  as  one  of  the  worst  ever  experienced  in  the 
Lnne.  The  long-  spell  of  dry  weather  which  prevailed 
since  April  has  in  all  probability  been  the  oiMise  of  the 
immense  falling  off  in  the  number  of  fish  killed.  For 
instance,  let  us  take  last  season  (an  almost  record  year), 
when  several  noted  anglers  in  the  lower  roaches  killed 
two  and  three  fish  a day  ; this  season  they  have  had  to 
be  content  with — in  one  case  a very  noted  angler— one 
fish.  In  fact,  where  the  same  men  killed  fourteen,  sixteen, 
twenty-nine,  and  so  on  last  season,  they  have  this  year 
only  grassed  two,  three,  and  four.  Trolling  has  suffered 
in  exactly  the  same  way  ; last  year  single  takes  were  up 
to  sixteen  fish,  this  season’s  do  not  exceed  three.  One 
length  of  tr'olling  vater,  the  Hermitage,  has  not 
yielded  a single  fish  ; last  year  there  were  on  the  same 
water  over  twenty  fish  killed — well  conditioned  fish  up  to 
321b.  On  the  higher  reaches  we  come  to  the  Claughton 
Hall  Estate,  in  all  probability  the  p>ick  of  the  lot 
(strictly  preserved).  One  gentleman  on  this  length.  Col. 
Green  (nephew  of  the  respected  rector  of  Claughton), 
had  seven  one  day  last  week,  averaging  over  201b.  The 
previous  takes  mentioned  (trolling  excepted)  were  all 
taken  with  fly.  The  same  remarks  also  apply  to  trout 
and  sea-trout  fishing — the  worst  on  record.  The 
Lunesdale  Fish  Hatchery  has  had  another  most 
successful  year,  in  fact  better  than  last.  W . M. 


SHEFFIELD  ANGLING  MATCHES. 


Why  Sheffield  should  be  “mad  on  fishing”  when, 
practically,  there  is  no  fishing  within  twenty  miles  of 
that  smoke-grimed  city  is  at  first  sight  a bit  of  a poser, 
bnt  that  the  “ madness  ” does  exist  is  as  certain  as  that 
two  and  two  is  less  than  half-a-crown.  After  all  it  is 
easily  explained  when  we  come  to  think  of  the  great 
facilities  the  Sheffield  blades  have  for  cutting  off  to  the 
great  coarse  fisheries  of  Nottinghamshire  and  Lincoln- 
shire. Some  idea  of  the  hold  this  piscatorial  enthusiasm 
has  upon  the  cutlers  may  be  gathered  from  the  state- 
ment of  a local  correspondent,  who  knows  all  about  it, 
to  the  effect  that  between  June  16  and  Oct.  16  of  this 
year  120  special  trip  trains  conveyed  the  Sheffield  angler 
to  his  happy  fishing-grounds,  about  40,000  tickets  being 
issued  by  them.  “ Prodigious  ! ” ain’t  it  ? But  the  trips, 
the  sweepstakes,  and  the  big  competitions  are  all  over, 
and,  with  a few  hardy  exceptions,  the  Sheffielder  will 
now  content  himself  with  staying  quietly  at  home  for  a 
few  months  and  counting  his  copper  kettles.  The 
Sheffielder  loveth  his  kettle  and  the  “pegged  down” 
competition  that  bringeth  it.  You  see,  the  pegged 
down  fishing  match  is  worked  something  like  this. 
First  of  all  you  pay  your  entrance  fee.  This  is  on  the 
principle  of  business  first  and  fishing  afterwards.  Next 
0 )mes  the  “ draxv  ” — usually  near  the  scene  of  action 
— at  which  everybody  gets  everybody  el-e’s  coveted 
position,  and  the  language  is  so  “painful  and  free” 
that  for  the  time  you  imagine  that  you  have  some- 
how wandered  beyond  the  furthermost  pale  of  civilisa 
tion  and  got  into  Parliament.  Then  you  make  your 
way  to  the  water  where  the  bank  is  pegged  out 
into  small  holdings,  on  the  allotment  system,  of 
some  two  or  three  yards  each,  all  “ numbered  on 
the  card  the  order  of  going  in.”  You  enter  into  pos- 
session of  your  little  domain  on  a three  or  four  hours’ 
tenancy,  and  proceed  to  put  your  tackle  together  in 
readiness  for  the  start,  during  which  preliminary  pre- 
parations it  is  considered  the  least  you  can  do — that  is, 
if  you  have  any  self-respect  about  you  at  all — to 
exchange  a few  oaths  with  your  next  door  neighbour 
on  the  right  for  accidentally  hitting  you  in  the  eye  with 
his  landing-net  handle,  and  to  courteously  warn  your 
left-hand  neighbour  that  you  will  “ punch  ’is  bloomin’ 
jaw  off  ” if  he  encroaches  so  much  as  an  inch  on  your 
swim.  Having  thus  got  through  all  the  little  formalities 
that  civility  demands  of  you,  you  sit  on  your  basket, 
and,  being  a contemplative  man,  curse  the  officials  and 
the  general  arrangements  for  pastime  until  somebody 
fires  a gun  somewhere.  Instantly  the  babel  is  hushed. 

A general  epidemic  of  activity  sets  in  all  along  the  line 
for  a few  minutes,  as  lines  nr-e  wotted  and  operations 
commenee  in  real  earnest.  You  settle  down  again  on 
your  basket,  and  keep  your  eyes  on  your  float  for  all 
you  are  worth,  and  hold  your  breath  until  you  are  nearly 
black  in  the  face  for  fear  lest  you  should  frighten  the 
fish  out  of  your  swim.  This  goes  on  for  a little  while 
until  the  keen  edge  of  the  first  excitement  wears  off 
a little,  and  you  risk  breathing  a little  harder— say, 
twice  a minute.  Then  somebody  shouts  out  from  an 
allotment  a few  estates  lower  down,  “’As  ta  copt  owt 
yet,  Bill  r ” and  you  promptly  yell  back,  in  a tone 

of  utter  disgust,  “ ’Ave  I i”  [1  leave  it  to 

the  reader  to  pepper  this  to  his  own  particular 
taste  and  fancy.]  You  cannot  do  less.  Common 
politeness  demands  it  of  you.  By  and  by  a distant 
roar,  followed  by  a succession  of  yells  of  exulta-  1 
tion  and  howls  of  derision,  inspires  you  with  the  idea  I 
that  the  sacred  scene  has  been  suddenly  invaded  by  a I 
horde  of  Red  Indians.  It  is  only  Mealy  Ike  who  has 


caught  a 2oz.  gudgeon,  but  it  is  iirst  blood,  and  in 
imagination  Ike  already  sees  the  coveted  treasure  well 
within  his  grasp,  while  all  the  rest  of  you  are  filled  with 
envy,  malice,  and  all  uncharitableness.  Those  war- 
whoops  are  repeated  at  intervals  as,  one  after  another, 
some  ardent  soul  proves  luckier  than  his  neighbour,  and 
just  as  the  fish  in  your  swim  are  commencing  to  feed, 
another  gun  goes  off,  and  you  have  to  reel  up  with 
nothing  more  than  an  infantile  roach  and  a couple  of 
“tommies”  in  your  creel.  Of  course  you  are  simply 
nowhere  at  the  weigh-in,  and  it  is  as  clear  as  day- 
light that  the  whole  affair  is  a huge  swindle.  To 
prove  which  you  get  up  a few  quarrels  with 
the  other  competitors,  drink  more  than  is  good 
for  you,  and  go  homo  and  say  unkind  things  to 
the  woman  yon  promised  to  love  ani  cherish  because 
she  casuall.y  inquires  if  you  left  the  kettle  in  town 
to  have  your  monogram  engraved  on  it.  After  that 
you  kick  the  oat  and  go  to  bed,  where  in  your 
maudlin  sleep  you  dream  of  catching  stones  of  roach, 
eels  without  end,  and  gudgeon,  bream,  perch,  and 
flounders  by  the  bucketful.  You  weigh  ’em  in,  and  take 
’em  home,  and  peg  ’em  out  on  the  clothes-line,  and  try 
to  add  ’em  up  to  82.  And  in  the  morning  you  awake 
with  a fine  healthy  fur  on  your  tongue,  a thirst  like  an 
Australian  drought,  and  a head  several  sizes  too  big  for 
you.  You  have  no  appetite  for  breakfast,  so  you  have 
the  things  taken  away  untouched,  and  when  the  table  is 
cleared  you  sit  down  and  write  to  the  angling  papers 
what  a happy,  happy  day  you  have  spent.  Perhaps  some 
of  you  may  think  this  picture  slightly  overdrawn. 
Weil,  rather  than  give  offence  to  anybody,  I don’t  mind 
knocking  out  two  quarrels  and  letting  you  have  a 
poached  egg  to  breakfast.  Many  competitions — par- 
ticularly those,  gentle  reader,  in  which  you  may  be 
especially  interested  -are,  I know,  very  different  affa,irs 
to  the  one  I have  depicted,  but  it  is  only  by  studying 
the  worst  cases  that  we  can  avoid  falling  into  like  evils. 
If  we  niust  have  fishing  matches — and,  personally,  I 
don’t  see  the  necessity  for  them — let  ns  play  the  game 
for  the  game’s  sake,  and  let  every  other  consideration 
take  a back  seat. — Yorktthire  Weekly  Potsf. 


grass,  is  something  worth  admiring,  as  long  as  you  are 
careful  not  to  put  your  fingers  in  his  mouth. 

Most  green  hands  spin  far  too  fast,  with  the  result 
that  the  bait  gets  near  the  top  of  the  water,  where  the 
pike  are  not ; and  others  of  the  same  order  spiri  too 
slow,  with  the  result  that  the  fish  sees  the  hooks  and 
declines  further  experiment.  When  a hungry  pike, 
however,  makes  a rush  at  the  spinning  bait  there  is  no 
doubt  about  the  matter.  He  dashes  at  it  like  a tiger. 
Who  can  mistake  the  electric  thrill  which  runs  through 
line,  rod,  wrist,  and  general  nerve  system  of  the  fisher- 
man? Ami  the  battle  after,  when  a big  pike,  despite 
the  strong  tackle,  does  his  level  best  to  gat  among  the 
weeds  and  rush  jungle  and  so  break  if  he  cannot  bite 
through  the  gut,  is  one  which  will  warm  the  angler  on 
the  bitterest  November  day. — Pall  Mall  Gazette. 


ANGLING  AT  WATERVILLE,  18'.):i. 


The  angling  at  Waterville  closed  on  Oct.  15.  On  the 
whole  it  was  unsatisfactory  from  beginning  to  end.  The 
spring  salmon  fishing  was  very  poor,  and  the  white  tront 
season  was  not  near  as  good  as  what  anglers  antici- 
pated. The  brown  angling  also  was  below  the  average. 
The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  salmon,  Ac., 
caught  by  anglers  on  the  lake  during  the  season  : 


Month.  Salmon. 


February  18 

March  22 

April  .30 

May  20 

June  15 

J uly  8 

August  6 

September  15 


October  (to  15th)  8 


White. 

trout. 


3 
12 
20 
. 165 
1090 
980 
501 
309 


Brown 

trout. 

195 

147 

263 

501 

790 

591 

508 

450 

175 


Total  142  3080  3618 

The  totals  for  the  years  I89h,  1891,  and  1892  were  as 


A NOVEMBER  PIKE. 


However  November  may  be  estimated  by  the  average 
Londoner,  or  by  the  lively  Gaul,  who  still  connects  it 
with  Waterloo  Bridge  and  self  slaughter,  to  the  pike- 
fisher  it  stands  among  the  best  months  of  the  year.  In 
respect  of  angling,  it  promotes  the  greatest  happiness  to 
the  greatest  number  (the  pike  excepted)  to  a wider 
extent  than  do  the  seasons  of  any  of  the  dainty  Salmo- 
nidm.  The  fly-fisher’s  chances  are  comparatively  limited. 
Fly-fishing  is  “ the  poetry  of  angling.”  But  it  is  in 
inverse  ratio  to  the  poetry  of  pen  and  ink,  whose  yearly 
exuberance  makes  the  amiable  reviewer  become  hoHix 
humani  generis  and  long  for  a hollow  tree  in  a primeval 
forest  as  his  dwelling  place.  For  of  the  poetry  of  angling 
there  is  too  little  by  far  for  the  demand.  Only  a 
minority  of  streams  hold  trout,  still  fewer  grayling,  but 
the  pike,  in  comparison  with  these  aristocratic  fish,  is 
almost  ubiquitous. 

Many  a river,  many  a mere,  many  a common  pond, 
holds  the  pike.  Nay,  even  a big  ditch  will  sometimes 
contain  one.  The  canal,  remote,  unfriended,  solitary, 
slow,  and  too  often  odious  as  a comparison,  often  ha,s  a 
big  fish  is  its  murky  depths.  So  that  pike  fishing  is  a 
recreation  which  the  enthusiastic  angler  can  often  obtain 
in  all  sorts  of  places.  Nor  do  owners  of  streams — those 
bloated  capitalists  whom  the  earnest  Radical  evolves 
so  frequently  from  his  own  consciousness  — behave 
churlishly  in  the  matter  of  giving  permission  to  fish  for 
them,  especially  if  trout  or  grayling  inhabit  the  same 
water. 

The  pike  is  popularly  known  as  the  fresh-water  shark. 
Those  who  only  know  fish  from  the  seclusion  of  their 
studies  may,  indeed,  go  so  far  as  to  believe  in  the  ancient 
Briggsian  legend  of  the  big  member  of  the  race  which 
turned  round  on  being  landed  and  barked  like  a dog  at 
the  angler.  Dogs  have  teeth.  So  have  pike — as  many  a 
neophyte,  eager  to  extract  the  hooks  from  his  prize,  has 
poignantly  experienced.  But  from  these  two  facts  it  is 
easy  nowadays,  when  Ijumping  at  conclusions  is  a 
favourite  athletic  exercise,  to  imagine  the  rest.  Also 
the  pike  is  supposed  to  bo  .a  fish  which  anybody  can 
catch  ; also  that  when  caught  it  is  not  worth  eating. 
Popular  errors  would  fill  an  encyclopa;dia. 

A November  pike  in  fine  condition  is  a handsome  fish, 
though  the  long,  predatory-looking  head  does  not  appeal 
to  the  ffisthete.  But  the  assthete  is  about  as  unlikely  to 
stand  on  a river’s  bank  trying  for  a fish  in  November  as 
is  a Gladstonian  member  to  show  independence  of 
thought.  Our  pike  at  this  time  in  clear,  swift  water  is 
a thing  of  beauty.  He  is  swift  himself,  powerful  and 
agile.  The  mottled  green  which  colours  his  back  and 
sides  is  spotted  with  yellow,  which  make  a fine  contrast. 
This  green  and  yellow  combination  forms  by  no  means 
the  livery  of  melancholy  or  disappointed  affection.  His 
side  fins  are  pale  brown,  his  back  and  tail  ones  much 
darker,  and  tinged  green  and  white,  which  latter  is  the 
hue  of  his  belly,  and  he  has  a yellow  circle  round  each 
eye.  Freshly  caught,  a big  pike,  as  he  flaps  on  the 


follows  : 
1890  . 

Salmon. 

12)  

White 

trout. 

....  3257  .... 

Brown 

trout. 

4361 

1891 

186  

....  2967  .... 

....  3962 

1892  

333  

....  3643  .... 

4550 

On  Waterville  river  sport  was  poor,  generally  speak- 
ing, though  salmon  afforded  much  sport  about  the 
middle  of  Septembsr.  On  one  day,  about  this  time, 
one  angler  landed  four  salmon.  This  was  the  best 
record  on  this  water  during  the  season.  (The  Inney 
yielded  little  or  no  sport  at  white  trout  this  year,  and 
only  a dozen  salmon  were  had  by  anglers  during  the 
whole  season  on  it.  On  Coppal  Lake  the  brown  trout 
angling  was  good  during  September  and  that  part  of 
October  open  for  angling,  but  the  white  trout  angling  on 
this  water  was  decidedly  poor.  On  the  mountain  lakes 
the  brown  trout  angling  was  well  up  to  the  average 
throughout  the  season.  T.  J.  Dennehy. 


Fish,  which  have  a low  temperature,  can  endure  im- 
prisonment in  a solid  block  of  ice  for  a long  period  with- 
out apparently  suffering  any  injury.  When  the  ice 
melts,  the  fish  at  once  become  as  lively  and  active  as 
ever.  Insects,  snakes,  and  worms  have  revived  after 
having  been  inclosed  in  solid  ice  for  short  periods  ; but 
their  ability  to  endure  severe  cold  in  this  way  does  not 
appear  to  equal  that  of  the  fish  species.  Of  quadrupeds, 
the  rabbit,  according  to  a professor  of  the  Academie  des 
Sciences,  is  the  most  capable  of  withstanding  the  effects 
of  a very  low  temperature.  Inclosed  in  a block  of  ice,  a 
rabbit  was  found  next  day,  on  being  released,  to  be 
getting  on  very  comfortably,  and  evidently  not  aware  of 
anything  at  all  dangerous  in  its  surroundings.  At  one 
time  it  was  thought  that  animals  in  ice  were  frozen  solid, 
but  Dr.  Koch  pointed  out  that  it  was  not  so,  and  that  the 
power  of  the  animal  to  revive  under  such  circumstances 
is  due  to  the  internal  juices  not  being  frozen.  Ice 
does  not  form  in  the  vessels,  and  in  thawiug  burst  them, 
for  two  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  the  body  does  not 
contain  pure  water,  but  salt  and  albumen  solutions, 
which  only  freeze  under  the  zero  of  centigrade ; 
secondly,  capillarity  and  adhesion  hinder  freezing. 
Water,  in  threadlike  glass  tubes,  may  be  cooled  as 
much  as  10  deg.  below  zero  centigrade  without  freezing, 
and  when  the  tube  is  still  thinner— that  is,  with  diameter 
of  OT  to  0’2  millimetres— the  water  is  not  frozen,  even 
though  the  end  of  the  tube  be  put  in  freezing  liquid. 
The  liquid  sheet  between  two  glass  plates  behaves  in 
the  same  way.  Fresh  blood  freezes  only  after  being 
cooled  to  15  deg.  below  zero,  and  after  the  com- 
plete elimination  of  gases  and  salts.  Then  the  blood 
corpuscles  are  dissolved,  and  the  blood  loses  colour. 
Life  is  guarded  By  so  many  similar  arrangements,  that 
one  need  not  be  surprised  at  the  vital  tenacity  exhibited 
by  animal  life.  Sheep  also  show  a high  power  of  re. 
sistance,  provided  the  fleece  is  dry  ; goats  and  pigg 
follow  next  in  order.  Dogs  are  far  less  hardy,  whi^Q 
horses  succumb  to  cold  <iuicker  than  any  other  animal. 


C hafed  Skin,  Pilea,  Scalds,  Cuts,  Chilblains, 
CUiapped  Hands,  Sore  Eyes,  Sunburn,  Earache, 
Neuralgic  and  Eheumatic  Pains,  Insect  Bites 
or  Stings,  Throat  Colds,  and  Skin  Ailments, 
QUICKLY  UELIEVKI)  BY  USB  OF 

CALVERT’S  CARBOLIC  OINTMENT. 

Large  pots,  Is.  l.^d.  each,  at  Chemists,  Ac.,  or 
post  free  for  value. 

F.  C.  CAliVFBT  & CO.,  Mp^ncliester. 

Awarded  60  Gold  & Silver  Medals  A Diplomas. 


THE  OLDEST  & LARGEST 

COMPANY  INSURING  AGAINST 

ACCIDENTS  OE  ALL  KINDS. 

[AT  HOME.  OR  IN  THE  STREETS,  AT  WORK,  OR  AT  PLAY.) 

THE  RAILWAY  PASSENGERS’  ASSURANCE  COMPANY, 

64  CORNHILL,  LONDON.  - ir Jhr”" 


I Established  1837. 

XTew  Books,  Old  Books,  Bare  Books, 

L Also  out  of  print  Publications,  Back  Numbers  of 
^Magazines,  &o.  Every  number  of  “The  Ptjb- 
, LisuBRS' Circular  and  Booksellers'  Record” 
.(published  every  Friday,  price  ltd.)  contains 
i advertisements  respecting  “ Books  Wanted,”  and 
! announcements  of  new  works.  A prospectus, 
i giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a post  card  request  for  it,  to  the  Pro- 
prietors of  the  Publishers'  Circular,  St.  Dunitan’f 
1 House,  Fetter-lane,  Loudon. 
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GUIDE  TO  EISHIUG  TACKLE  MAKEKS  IK  GEEAT  BEITAIN  AND  lEELAND. 


Aberdeen. — Wm.  Brown,  64,  George-st. 


Alnwick  —Hardy  Bros.,  L.  & N.  British 
Works.  

Anipthill. — Ed.  White,  Market. 

Andover,  Hants. — E.  Chamberlain. 

Ashbourne. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Beccles. — R-  Tilnet  & Son. 

Barnstaple,  N.  Devon.— J-  Rowe,  62, 

High-street. 

Belfast. — J.  Braddell  & Son,  21,  Castle- 
place. 

Birmingham. — Samuel  B.  Allport, 
50,  Whittall-street. 

C.  Bowler,  9,  Thomas-st.,  Vanghan-st. 

T.  Heath,  52,  Alma-street,  Aston. 

Reuben  Heaton,  161-5,  Hospital-st. 

J.  Keeling,  7,  Digbeth. 

James  Morgan,  2^,  Aston-road. 

W.  Newell,  11,  Great  Western  Arcade. 

Nutting  & Co.,  70,  Edgbast on- street. 

J.  Powell,  40,  St.  Paul’s-sqnare. 

W.  H.  Ryder  & Sons,  33-36,  Slaney-st. 

Wm.  Sternberg,  43,  Soho-hill. 

Bishop  Auckland— w.  J.  Cummins, 
Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Works. 

Blackburn. — James  Gregson,  Penny-st. 

Bolton. — W.  Bleakley,  83,  Newport-st. 

Bridgend. — R-  H.  Dyer,  19  & 20,  Queen- 
street. 

Bridport. — Joseph  Gundry  & Co.,  Net, 
Line,  and  Twine  Manufacturers. 

William  James. 

George  Kenway. 

W.  Tucker,  Manufacturer. 

Builth,  Wells.  — Septimus  Price,  12, 
High-street. 

Burton  - on  - Trent. — T.  Horne,  106, 
High-street. 

Buxton,  lOerbyshire.— J-  Banks,  37, 
Spring-gardens. 

Cardiff.  — G.  M.  Burridge,  “Silver Fish,” 
Bridge -street. 

William  Davies,  257,  Cowbridge-road. 

Carlisle.— E.  Strong,  Castle-street. 

Castle  Connell. — J.  Enright  & Sons. 

Cheltenham. — James  Ogden,  28,  Winch- 
comb-street. 

Ogden  & Scotpord,  Pittville.  [Whole- 
sale & Retail.] 

Chudleigh,  Devon  — J.  B.  Truman. 

Clitheroe, — Thomas  Robinson,  3,  Wes- 
leyan-road. 

Croydon. — Thomson  & Co.,  10,  High-st. 

Darlington. — J.  F.  Smythe. 

Derby. — T.  Simpson,  55,  Carrington-st. 


Dublin. — C.  Weekes  & Co.,  26  & 27, 
Essex-quay.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Eton. — B.  E.  Bambridge. 

Exeter. — w.  Osborne,  251,  High-street. 
E.  F.  Prickman,  12,  North-street. 

Exmouth. — Miss  Ellis,  Fly-Tier,  13, 
Danby-terrace. 

Fairford,  Qlos.  — Samuel  Burge. 

Felton  — W.  Dobson,  West  Thurston. 

Great  Yarmouth.— E.  Hannant,  io2. 
Market-gates. 

H.  Salinger,  40,  South  Market-road. 

Hereford  — T.  Cooke,  22^,  Maylord-st. 

Hertford.  — SiMSON  & Co.,  Market-place. 

Hull  . — H.  Booth,  21,  Paragon-street. 

Hungerford. — Freeman  Bros.,  Bridge- 
street. 

Inverness.  — J.  Graham  & Co.,  27, 
Union-street. 

Kingsbridge,  S.  Devon.— s.  Perrott, 
109,  Fore-street. 

Kingsland,  Herefordshire,  K.S.O.— 

R.  T.  Williams,  Lugg  Cottage. 

Kingston-on-Thames  —J.R.  Richard- 
son, 67,  High-street. 

J.  E.  Willingham,  11,  Union-street 

Langholm. — Joe  Anderson,  59,  High-st. 

Leamington  Spa.— J-  Hobson. 

Leeds. — Linsley  Bros.,  10,  Commercial- 
street. 

Francis  M.  Walbran,  19,  New 
Station-street. 

S.  WiLLSDON,  43,  Park-lane. 
Leicester. — R.  Flude,  5,  West-bridge. 

Leyburn,  Yorks. — J.  f.  Lyon,  Post 
Office. 

Limerick. — A.  Nestor,  George-street. 
[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Lincoln. — Andrews  & Parkinson,  36, 
Melville -street. 

J.  W.  Walker,  10,  Waterside. 

Liverpool.  — w.  Eamsbottom,  14b, 
North  John-street. 

H.  Whitty,  15,  Basnett-street. 

E.  Whitty,  14,  Tithebarn-street. 

Llandovery,  Wales.— Evan  Davies, 
High-street. 

Loudon. — S.  Allcock  & Co.,  60,  Queen 
Victoria- street.  [Wholesale  only.] 

T.  Aldred,  110,  Edgware-road,  N.W. 
Alfred  & Son,  20,  Moorgate-st.,  E.C. 
T.  Barnett,  26,  Church-street,  Edg- 

ware-road. 


London — Continued. 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  53,  Gresham- 
street.  [Wholesale  only.] 

J.  Bernard  & Sons,  5,  Church-place, 
Piccadilly. 

Mrs.  L.  J.  Brocas,  Fly-Tier,  5, 
Rochester-row,  S.W. 

C.  J.  Brown,  7,  Walton-street,  S.W. 
Mrs.  A.  Bulmer,  62,  Wandsworth-road, 

S.W. 

Carter  & Peek,  137,  St.  John-street- 
road,  E.C. 

R.  Dillon,  78,  Victoria-road,  Kentish 

Town. 

H.  Dunhill,  125-127,  Euston-rd.,  N.W. 
Eaton  & Deller,  6 & 7,  Crooked-lane, 
E.C. 

J.  Gillett,  40,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 

[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

J.  E.  Gold,  17,  Oakley-street,  Waterloo- 
road,  S.E. 

J.  W.  Hatton,  215,  Cambridge-road,  E. 
G.  W.  Hemens,  171,  New  North-road,  N. 
T.  Holbrow  & Co.,  9,  Eagle-place, 
Jermyn-street. 

Holroyd  Bros.,  59,  Gracechurch-street, 

E.C. 

G.  Little  & Co.,  63,  Haymarket,  S.W. 
G.  Main,  45,  Jermyn-street,  St.  James’s. 

G.  Partridge,  “ The  Golden  Perch,” 

402,  Oxford-street,  W. 

William  Poole,  104a,  BroadwaU,  S.E. 
B.  Potter  & Co.,  225,  High  Holborn. 

S.  Price  & Co.,  8,  Seymonr-street, 

Eus  ton-square. 

H.  Richardson  & Co.,  Te  Pluckie 
Perche,  77,  Finsbury -pavement. 

T.  H.  SowERBUTTS  & Son,  151,  Com- 

mercial-street, E. 

A.  J.  Spashott,  65a,  Maryland  Point,  E. 

T.  Unstead,  3,  Penton-street,  Penton- 
ville,  N. 

A.  Williams,  84,  Tork-street,  Bryan- 
ston-square,  W. 

F.  T.  Williams  & Co.,  “ Silver  Trout,” 
10,  Great  Queen-street,  W.C. 

Lostwithiel. — c.  Geach,  Fancy  Reposi- 
tory. 

Macclesfield. — J.  H.  Fearn,  38,Chester- 
gate. 

Manchester. — w.  Chambers  & Co.,  25, 
Market-place. 

R.  Ramsbottom,  81,  Market-street. 
Newark. — D.  Slater  & Co.,  Stodman-st. 

Newcastle-on-T3me.— J.  R.  Bolton, 
147,  Northnmberland-street. 
Murton.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Thos.  Pape,  27,  Collingwood-streot. 

Northampton.  — Geo.  Timms,  6,  The 
Green. 

I Norwich  — A.  J.  Rudd,  54,  London-st.  ! 


Nottingham  — F.  Crofts,  46,  Sussex-st. 

S.  Dales,  7,  St.  John-street. 

Ed.  Dance,  1a,  Sussex-street. 

Chas.  Jackson,  23,  Carrington-street. 

J.  Theaker,  10,  Canal-street. 

W.  Wells  & Co.,  1,  Sussex-street, 

E.  West,  28,  Sussex-street. 

Oakham. — J.  E.  Whitehouse,  Rutland 
Gun  and  Cartridge  Works. 

Omagh. — John  White,  30,  Market-st. 

Oxford. — James  Innes,  42,  Queen-st. 

Plymouth.  — Thomas  Brooks,  30a, 
Southside-street. 

C.  & R.  Brooks,  Stonehouse. 

Heading. — J.  Perry  & Co.,  6,  Minster- 
parade. 

Eedditch. — s.  Allcock  & Co.,  Standard 
Works.  [Wholesale  only.] 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  Abbey  Mills. 
[Wholesale  only.] 

Alfred  Booker  & Co.,  Midland  Needle 
and  Fish  Hook  Works. 

H.  Milward  & Son,  Washford  Mills. 

W.  Vale  & Son,  Studley.  [Wholesale 
only.]  ^ 

Richmond  - on  - Thames  — Gaynor  & 
Son,  4,  Bridge-street. 

Everard  Ripley,  5,  King-street. 

H.  L.  Platt,  57,  Hill-rise. 

Richmond,  Yorks.— Chas.  Spencer 
Finkle-street. 

Rothbury. — W.  Mavin, 

J.  Soulsby. 

Scarborough  —s.  M.  Patrick,  5,North- 
street,  Newboro’. 

Wm.  j.  Clarke,  44,  Huntress-row. 

Southampton.— Cox  & Macpherson, 
62,  High-street. 

Cox  & Son,  28,  High-street. 

Swansea— B.  Evans  & Co.,  Swansea 
Sporting  Depot,  Castle  Bailey-st. 

Taunton. — George  Hinton,  Fore-st. 

Thetford.  — G.  H.  Reynolds,  Anchor 
Commercial  Hotel. 

Thrapston. — A.  Bargh,  Bridge-st. 

Torrington,  N.  Devon. — J • D.  Bastard, 
Torridge  House. 

Uppingham,  Rutlands.  — J.  L. 

Andrews,  High-street. 


Walthamstow.  — L>.  Bennett,  137, 
Hoe-street  North. 

Wolverhampton  — T.  Shakespeare,  9, 
Market-street. 

York. — H.T.  Lloyd,  Sportsman’s  Depot 
Davy.  gate. 


SAMPSOK  LOW,  MARSTON  & COMPANY'S  NEW  BOOKS 


SECOND  EDITION  JUST  BEADY  AT  ALL  THE  LIHBABIES. 


THE  HANDSOME  HUMES.  By  william  black,  in  3 vois. 

‘‘  ToKl  with  all  the  gx'ace  and  charm  of  Mr.  WilUam  Black's  familiar  narrative  style A refreshing  wholesomeness  of  thought  and  tone  pervades  Mr.  Black’s  excellent  book,  which  also  contains 

.several  graphic  and  artistic  descriptions  of  the  rural  scenery  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Henley  and  Wargrave.  favourite  haunts  of  aquatic  and  fashionable  English  society."— TtUgvaph. 


SECOND  EDITION  NOW  BEADY. 


THE  EMIGRANT  SHIP.  By  W.  CLARK  RUSSELL.  In  3 vols. 

'*  Movement  and  ineidenl  crowd  in  every  chapter,  and  the  prettiest  Ultlo  love  story  Hows  :is  mi  undercurrent  among  these  billows  of  adventure.  Never  did  ho-dc  rim  from  start  to  llnish 

on  a more  even  k<*el.’' — I\iU  Malt  (la:cttv. 


THE  CAMPAIGN  IN  MATABELELAND. 


All  interested  in  this  r'ampnign,  in  South  African  I’olltie.si,  and  especially  the  Chartered  Com[);ni\, 

should 

/.'/;*/>  /'///;  < ///;»/*  /////;/>  i:nrrio\  of 

LORD  RANDOLPH  CHURCHILL'S  BOOK, 


.\on‘  Ki'idOf  lit  itU  HoitLscUrrs, 

MEN,  MINES,  AND  ANIMALS  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA,” 

FULLY  ILLUSTRATED.  Crown  Rvo,  cloth  extra,  iirico  6s. 


MY  DARK  COMPAHIOKS  AND  THEIR 
STRANGE  STORIES. 

By  MENRY  m.  STANLEY,  D.C.L.,  &.C. 

With  over  (iO  lllu.slmtioiis  by  Walter  W.  Buckley.  1 vol.  small  demy  8vo, 

clot li  extra,  7s.  (id. 

Mr.  Slanl(\v  lias  constriietod  a fascinating edillce  of  folk-lore \ collection  of  mythological 

stories,  which  are  liotli  interesting  and  instructive. ’’ — JJaiht  Tcfttjraph. 


SAMPSON  LOW,  M ALSTON  & COMPANY,  Limited,  St.  Limstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 
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ANGLING  FIXTURES. 

; November  26.  

Alma : Prize  ontiner.  . 

Amicable  ExceLsior  : Punt  match  at  Iwickeiiham. 

■ Anchor  and  Hope  ; Match  for  silver  cup  at  Chertsoy. 
Anglers’  Pride;  Prize  outing. 

Battersea  United  : Punt  match  at  Staines. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  : Prize  outing. 

Blackfriars  : Match  at  Reading. 

Bomore  ; Christmas  outing  to  Uxbridge. 

Dalston  ; Prize  outing. 

Eustonian  : Match  at  Maidenhead. 

Good  Intent ; Match  at  Cheshunt. 

Great  Eastern  : Match  at  Sawbridgeworth. 

^ Hearts  of  Oak  ; Christmas  prize  outing. 

Hoxton  Brothers  : Christmas  prize  outing  at  Uang- 
ford. 

Izaak  Walton  : Prize  outing. 

North  London  r Match  at  Witham. 
f Perseverance  ; Christmas  prize  outing. 

Pixie  Brothers  : Punt  match  at  Twickenham. 

Rodney  Piscatorials  ; Match  at  Langford. 

Slough  and  Langley  Canal  : Match  at  Grand  Junction 
Canal . 

! St.  John’s  : Prize  outing. 

Sundial ; Match  at  Byfleet. 

Wenlock  ; Match  at  Windsor. 

November  27. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  ; Visit. 

Park  : Anglers’  Association  visit. 

Prince  of  Wales  : Concert. 

Second  Surrey  : Central  Association  visit. 

November  28. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  : Concert. 

Golden  Barbel  ; Social  evening. 

Gresham : Pike  competition. 

Pixie  Brothers  : Supper. 

United  Brothers  ; Supper  and  distribution. 

' November  29. 

; Crown  and  Buckland  ; Supper. 

November  30. 

Westminster : Supper. 

December  1.  „ „ . 

Paper  Readings  Society  : Paper  by  Mr.  G.  Hoyle— 
“ Two  Rivers  of  the  West.” 


Dec. 


I 


FIXTURES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

2.  — Queen’s:  Smoking  concert. 

3. — Amicable  Brothers  : Match  at  Twickenham. 

3. — Brunswick  Brothers  ; Roving  match. 

3. — Burton  Piscatorials  ; Match. 

3. — City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  : Match  at 
Windsor. 

3. — Cobden  : Match  at  Richmond. 

3. — Forest  Gate  : Match  at  Maldon. 

3.— Havelock  ; Match  at  Chertsey. 

3. — Sociable  Brothers  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

4. — Amicable  Excelsior  ; Match  at  Windsor. 

4. — Clapham  Junction ; Battersea  and  Earlsfield 
United  visit. 

4. — Epsom  : Reading  by  Mr.  Woodford. 

4. — Funny  Folks  : Visit. 

4. — North  London  : Concert  and  reading. 

4.— Serapis  ; Match  at  Shepperton. 

9. — Copenhagen  ; Benefit  concert. 

9 — Forest  Gate  ; Match. 

10.— Bloomsbury  Brothers  : Christmas  outing. 

10. — Bostonians  : Outing. 

17.— Prince  of  Wales  : Christmas  prize  outing. 
17.— Walham  Green : Christmas  prize  outing. 


JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAY. 


The  effects  of  the  recent  gale  were  very  apparent  on 
the  Thames  on  Monday.  Trees  were  either  blown  up 
by  the  roots  or  large  branches  broken  off  by  the  force 
of  the  wind.  In  the  Staines  district,  just  below  Staines 
Bridge,  a large  tree  was  broken  in  half,  a portion  of  it 
falling  into  the  river.  Towards  Penton  Hook  several 
trees  were  damaged,  and  there  were  instances  of  fishing 
punts  being  wrenched  from  their  moorings.  On  Sunday 
the  water  rose  nearly  three  feet,  but  on  Monday  it  fell 
to  its  normal  level,  leaving  many  pleasure  punts  hung 
up  on  the  stones  near  where  they  were  tied.  The  loose 
(or  untied)  ends  of  these  miniature  wrecks  were  conse- 
quently under  water,  the  bottom  boards  floating  out  and 
down  stream. 

* * « * * * * ^ 

Fob  general  angling  purposes  the  river  was  in  good 
condition,  but  the  hurricane  which  swept  over  the 
Thames  Valley  on  Monday  put  all  attempts  at  roach 
fishing  out  of  the  question,  except  in  the  sequestered 
portions  of  the  river.  The  wind  lifted  the  float  out  of 
the  water,  and  in  drawing  the  line  forward  after  it  had 
gone  the  length  of  the  swim,  it  was  blown  into  the  air 
like  the  pennant  of  a man-of-war.  In  some  instances 
the  chairs  were  even  blown  out  of  the  unoccupied  fishing 
punts.  Jack  fishing,  of  course,  was  indulged  in,  and 
afforded  good  sport.  On  Wednesday,  however,  the  wind 
had  moderated,  and,  the  water  being  fairly  coloured, 
much  execution  was  done  in  many  parts  of  the  river. 
Bank  anglers  have  been  very  scarce  on  the  riverside, 
but  it  would  well  repay  anyone  who  now  went  out  after 
the  jack. 

# # ^ ^ ^ 

Captain  and  Mrs.  Mann,  of  Tonbridge,  and  Mr. 
Bambridge,  of  Eton,  pike  fishing  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Tonbridge,  on  the  21st  and  22nd  inst.,  had 
seventeen  fish,  averaging  41b.  each. 


Anoi.ebs  should  keep  a good  look-out  for  our  Christ- 
mas Number,  which  will  bo  double  the  usual  she.  The 
irico,  however,  will  not  be  increased,  and  we  expect  a 
arge  demand  for  copies.  We  are  led  to  this  conclusion 
by  the  results  obtained  on  former  occasions  when  wo 
have  issued  a double  edition,  and  we  recommend  those 
who  desire  to  secure  the  forthcoming  number  to  order 
early  of  their  newsagents.  We  are  endeavouring  to 
make  it  as  interesting  as  possible  this  year,  and 
of  the  articles  are  written  by  well  known  writers.  " 
every  copy  will  be  given  a supplement  replete  with 
information  of  the  greatest  importance  to  anglers  from 
the  Land’s  End  to  John  O’Groat’s. 

#*#**_*  * 

All  classes  of  sportsmen  will  sympathise  with  General 
Owen  Williams,  as  we  regret  to  say  that  all  hope  for  the 
safety  of  his  son.  Captain  Williams,  is  now  abandoned. 
The  gallant  officer’s  horse  was  wounded  and  bolted,  and 
there  seems  no  doubt  but  that  he  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  Matabele,  and  is  no  more. 

* * * # * * * . . 

A Yorkshire  correspondent  remarks  : ‘‘  Fishing 

generally  at  present  in  Yorkshire  is  flat,  stale,  and 
unprofitable.  There  was  every  prospect  of  a romping 
grayling  season,  but  from  some  mysterious  cause  or 
other,  possibly  the  rapid  and  successive  fluctuations  iii 
the  height  of  the  rivers,  our  prophecies  have  turned  out 
no  more  reliable  than  the  prognostications  of  the  average 
weather  prophet  or  the  racing  tipster.  Of  our  two 
largest  grayling  rivers,  the  Ure  has  yielded  one  or  two 
baskets  on  the  Tanfield  length,  but  on  the  ^Wharle 
things  have  been  shocking — eight  or  nine  fish  being 
accounted  phenomenal  baskets  as  things  are.  Ihe  fisn 
are  there,  and  there  they  stay.” 

******* 

The  Ret.  C.  A.  Walker,  of  Falmonth,  whose  devotion 
in  the  cause  of  ” Missions  to  Seamen  is  proverbial, 
says:  “ Our  tailor  friends  are  being  well  cared  for  in 
Cornwall.  Mrs.  Gott  opened  last  Thursday  a beautiful 
institute  for  their  sole  use,  and  Dr.  Gott,  the  Bishop 
of  Truro,  commended  very  warmly  the  work  of  the 
Missions  to  Seamen,  under  whose  a,u8pioes  the  institute 
will  be  carried  on.  <£24  was  raised  during  the  day 
towards  the  debt  on  the  building  fund.” 

#«*♦*** 

Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs  has  presented  to  the  Deal  Boat- 
men’s Reading  Rooms,  through  their  hon.  secretary  (the 
Rev.  T.  L.  Griffith,  M.A.),  Mr.  Frank  Buckland’s  book, 

“ Tbe  History  of  British  Fishes,”  1880.  This  book  is 
profusely  illustrated  with  engravings  of  sea  and  fresh- 
water fishes,  with  descriptive  histories.  It  is  very 
useful  to  all  sea  fishermen,  as  it  gives  the  names  and 
drawings  of  curious  strangers  which  are  occasionally 
netted.  Mr.  Sachs  has  also  presented  the  society  with 
a copy  of  his  “ Foreign  Angling  Reminiscences,’  which 
contain  many  amusing  tales  and  anecdotes. 

#»***♦* 

A CORRESPONDENT  writes  : “ The  bull  trout  caught 
in  the  Hon.  Mark  Rolle’s  water  on  the  River  Taw  is 
probably  the  largest  ever  taken  on  angling  tackle  in 
this  country.  This  handsome  fish  was  caught  last 
week  by  Colonel  Allix,  who  was  spinning  with  an  arti- 
ficial minnow.  There  is  more  fight  in  a trout  of  this 
weight  (201b.)  than  in  a 301b.  salmon,  and  such  an 
exceptionally  fine  specimen  of  a West-country  trout  is 
worthy  of  preservation.  I believe  that  the  skeleton  of 
a trout  in  the  College  of  Surgeons  is  said  to  be  that  of 
a fish  that  weighed  over  221b.  A painting  of  this  trout 
was  in  the  possession  of  the  late  Professor  Owen.  But 
it  is  quite  possible  that  the  Taw  trout  weighed  as  heavy 
as  this  fish. 

******* 

Sir  Philip  CuNLiEPE  Owen,  K.C.B.,  has  accepted 
the  chairmanship  of  a worthy  object,  viz.  : The  com- 
mittee formed  for  the  erection  of  a local  Mission  Insti- 
tute at  Lowestoft,  for  the  benefit  of  North  Sea  fishermen 
and  sailors.  The  cost  of  the  new  building  will  amount 
to  nearly  ^£2000,  which  has  to  be  raised  by  voluntary 
subscriptions.  Here  is  an  opportunity  for  the  amateur 
sea  fisherman  to  assist  in  a work  which  may  tend  to 
lighten  some  of  the  hours  of  the  brave  fellows  who 
work  for  a living  on  the  perilous  North  Sea. 

******* 

“ Referring  to  the  spawning  season,”  says  ‘‘  Tempo,’ 
leads  me  to  air  an  old  grievance,  viz.,  the  terrible 
destruction  of  small  fry  at  that  time  of  the  year  by  the 
swans.  The  question,  however,  is  one  which  the  Pushing 
Gazette  might  endeavour  to  deal  with,  and  if  successful 
in  preventing  these  depletions  by  inducing  the  Thames 
Conservancy  to  prevent  the  feathered  gourmandizers 
from  roaming  over  the  river  during  the  fence  months, 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  fish  would  remain  in  the 
river  each  year,  and  would  in  due  time  afford  good  sport 
to  the  angler.  Those  who  could  effect  this  reform 
would  deserve  the  heartfelt  thanks  of  all  anglers  who 
fish  the  ’Thames.” 

******* 

Mr.  G.  Manning,  the  faithful  servant  of  the  Anglers’ 
Association,  tells  me  that  the  drag-net,  which  was  on 
view  at  Foresters’  Hall  on  Monday  night,  ‘‘  took  it 
out  of  me  ! ” AVell,  of  course  it  did.  This  net  was 
“12  feet  throughout;  wings,  2in. ; centre,  IJin.  mesh; 
4 yards  long,  and  divisible  into  three  pieces.  From 
No.  1198  twine.  Roped,  corked,  and  suitably  leaded, 
complete,  and  ready  for  use.  The  net  to  be  100  yards 
long.”  It  is  too  bad  of  you,  Mr.  Manning,  to  unfurl 
this  new  sixteen-pounder  in  my  face.  I am  the  most 
modest  man  this  side  of  the  Millennium.  I never 
aspired  to  “ wings,”  even  of  2in.,  and  if  I were  “ divisible 
into  three  pieces  ” you  would  probably  see  me  at  all  the 
visits  which  you  invariably  make  such  splendid  suc- 


“I’vE  been  thinking,”  says  “Saint  Peter”  in  the 
Sporting  MUror,  “ that  we  London  anglers,  and  the 
children  of  London  anglers,  are  not  treated  quite  fairly. 
Now,  this  is  what  I mean  : They  are  not  given  the  same 
facilities  for  obtaining  the  sport  they  enjoy  so  much, 
and  which  does  them  such  good,  as  those  who  follow 
other  pastimes.  For  instance,  this  week  our  daily 
papers  have  told  us  how  many  people  play  at  cricket  in 
the  parks,  how  many  follow  football,  whilst  others  pass 
their  leisure  at  lawn  tennis  ; in  fact,  some  enjoy  one 
amusement  and  some  another.  The  County  Council 
provide  pitches  for  wickets,  spaces  for  football,  and 
grounds  for  tennis.  And  all  this  time  the  angler  and 
his  eause  is  forgotten.” 

“ He  alone  remains  uncatered  for,  and,  though  his 
craft  be  simple,  honest,  and  free  from  guile,  health- 
promoting,  and  without  danger,  our  extraordinary 
County  Council  will  have  none  of  it,  nor  the  managers 
of  other  parks  not  under  the  Council  either.  Of  course, 
there  are  not  water  spaces  in  all  our  parks  where  the 
fisherman  could  ‘ ply  his  silent  trade,’  but  I consider  it 
a sin  and  a shame,  a slur  upon  the  angler,  that  he  is 
not  allowed  to  fish  in  the  waters  of  Regent’s  Park, 
Hyde  Park,  St.  James’s  Park,  and  elsewhere.” 
«#«#*** 

“ Saint  Peter”  goes  up  still  higher  in  my  estimation 
for  his  kindly  heart.  'Those  who  are  kind  to  the 
children  will  be  kind  to  their  fellow  men.  For  the 
children’s  sake  we  wish  it  were  possible  to  gain  the 
consent  of  the  “ authorities”  to  permit  angling  in  the 
public  parks.  But  it  makes  me  shudder  to  think  of  what 
would  happen,  say,  in  the  course  of  a single  “ season.”' 
If  boys  and  girls  were  allowed  to  fish,  why  not  men? 
And  if  men  were  allowed  to  angle,  how  long  would 
it  take  to  theroaghly  depopulate  every  bit  of  water  i* 
and  around  and  about  London?  “Oh,  but  they  would 
restock  the  waters,”  says  some  kind  philanthropist. 

“ Who  would  - the  authorities  ? ” “ Well,  perhaps  not ; 

but  the  London  anglers  would.”  They  would,  would 
they  ? 

•^  ******  * 

In  the  City  Press  there  is  an  interesting  relic  of  the 
Mayoralty  of  Lord  Mayor  Venables,  in  182.5,  that  ci^c 
dignitary,  by  the  way,  having  been  a predecessor  of  the 
new  Lord  Mayor  in  business  as  well  as  in  honours.  This 
relic  is  a menu  of  the  Guildhall  banquet.  In  those  days 
turtle  was  duly  honoured  by  the  Corporators. 
consumed  4.50  quarts  of  it,  besides  200  bottles  of  turtle 
punch;  but  in  1825  the  Corporation  might  dine 
luxuriously  all  the  year  round,  and  never  be  disturbed 
by  a nightmare  of  a County  Council  or  by  a clamour  for 
technical  education. 

******* 
Probably  owing  to  the  heavy  gales  and  snowy 
weather,  Huntingdon  has  had  a most  unusual  visitor, 
viz.,  a very  large  bird,  which  for  several  days  perched 
on  the  pinnacle  of  Trinity  Church,  which  is  in  the  centre 
of  the  town  and  135ft.  high.  From  this  altitude  he 
could  see  the  valley  of  the  Ouse  for  miles,  and  no  doubt 
marked  out  many  a favourite  swim,  for  on  several 
occasions  he  was  seen  to  leave  his  lofty  perch 
indulge  in  fishing.  He  went  by  several  aliases  condor, 
eagle,  bittern,  vulture,  osprey,  tern,  &c.,  but  at 
length,  when  on  one  of  his  fishing  excursions,  a charge 
of  No.  4 shot  put  an  end  to  his  career.  He  turned  out 
to  be  a fine  specimen  of  the  cormorant. 

*******, 
London  anglers  who  have  had  the  pleasure  of  fishing 
the  private  waters  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rickmans- 
worth,  will  remember  the  venerable  Lord  Ebury,  the 
doyen  of  the  House  of  Lords,  and  hear  with  r^ret  that 
he  was  laid  to  his  rest  on  Wednesday  last.  The  Hon. 
Robt.  W.  Grosvenor  succeeds  him. 

* * * * *.  *C*-KT 

A YOUNG  Yorkshire  angler  writes  me  from 
Zealand  that  he  has  been  having  good  sport  with  the  tty 
amongst  the  trout,  and  that  he  finished  up  the  day  well 
with  a fine  bag  of  beautiful  oysters,  collected  from  the 
rocks  in  a creek  near  Waiku,  by  Auckland. 

• « * * * * , * 

On  Friday  next  (Dec.  1)  Mr.  G.  Hoyle  will  aeliv®F 
lecture—”  Two  Rivers  of  the  West”  (illustrated  with 
dissolving  views),  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Fapej 
Reading  Society,  70,  Houndsditch.  At  8 30  host  and 
treasurer  H.  J.  Tibbatts  will  take  the  chair.  On  Mon- 
day evening  the  same  lecturer  will  entertain  an  audience 
at  the  North  London  club-house.  Tap  House,  Holloway- 
road,  when,  in  combination  with  a concert  it  is  hoped 
to  augment  the  funds  in  aid  of  the  Anglers  Benevolent 
Society. 

******* 

The  Great  Snnken  Lake,  in  the  Cascade  Mountains, 
the  most  deeply  sunken  lake  in  the 
miles  long  and  four  and  a half  wide.  It  is  uOOOft.  down 
to  the  surface  of  the  water. 

******* 
November  19th  was  a day  to  be  remembered.  It  was 
wretchedly  cold,  wet,  windy,  and  miserab^.  Those 
who  could  afford  tbe  luxury  of  a fire,  with  coals  at 
“ two-and-two  a ’underd,”  stayed  at  home  and  watched 
the  glowing  “embers”  (Nov.  and  Dec-embers  are  the 
best  months  to  enjoy  them).  The  effect  of  this  terrible 
storm  will  be  apparent  from  a perusal  of  the  record  of 
sport  in  our  present  issue.  Weather,  or  no,  a merry 
little  party  of  the  “ Central  ” Committee  journeyed  to 
friend  Kelly’s  hospitable  hostelry  “ a little  way  out)’ 
and  if  poor  sport  was  experienced,  Mr.  Wade  and  his 
staunch  companions  were  amply  compensated  for  their 
pilgrimage  by  a grand  dinner.  Breakfast  in  bed  and  a 
chest  plaster  prevented  one  individual  from  taking  part 
in  this  happy  gathering,  and  that  individual  is  univer- 
sally addressed  as  Dragnet. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


^5"  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London.  , 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below. 

^55  min.  for  Kew. 
w5  ,,  ,,  Richmond. 

Add-sSO  „ ,,  Twicken- 


Add 


'30  min.  for  Chelsea. 
140  ,,  ,,  Pntney. 

)4(5  ,,  ,,  Hammer- 

' smith. 

^50  ,,  ,,  Barnes. 


85 


ham. 
Teddington 


Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minntes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  np-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Saturday,  Nov.  25  

Morning. 

2.23  

Evening. 

2.45 

Sunday,  ,, 

26  

3.  9 

3.34 

Monday,  ,, 

27  

3 59  

4-24 

Tuesday,  ,, 

28  

4.49  

5.16 

Wednesday,  ,, 

29  

5.44  

6.12 

Thursday,  ,, 
Friday,  Dec. 

30  

7.17 

1 

7.50  

8.25 

High  Water  at  Amberlet  and  Pulborough. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Nov.  25  3.  3 3.25 

Sunday,  ,,  20  3.40  4.14 

Monday,  ,,  27  4.30  5.  4 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley. 

Pulborough  will  be  two  hours  forty  minutes  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks. — The  river 
has  not  afforded  the  anglers  much  temptation  to  pay  it 
a visit  during  the  past  week,  and  therefore  the  records 
of  results  have  been  unusually  meagre.  It  is  reported 
there  are  plenty  of  jack  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sun- 
bury,  but  the  complaint  of  Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud  is 
that  no  one  comes  to  try  for  them.  In  the  districts  of  the 
tidal  waters  the  anglers  have  mustered  in  greater  force, 
and  this  may  have  arisen  in  consequence  of  so  many 
angling  competitions  in  connection  with  the  clubs  being 
assigned  to  that  portion  of  the  river.  I am  about  to 
make  my  usual  annual  appeal  to  the  anglers  on  behalf 
of  the  fund  for  providing  the  customary  entertainment 
to  the  river  keepers,  and,  as  the  number  has  been 
largely  increased  by  the  issue  of  deputations  to  some 
of  the  fishermen  as  assistant  river  keepers  attached  to 
the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  it  will  require 
a much  larger  response  ; and  as  these  reunions  are  the 
promotion  of  good  feeling  and  fellowship,  they  will 
bring  all  these  additions  together  in  one  common  union, 
and  I shall  hope  to  make  a good  result  of  it.  I am  glad 
to  find  there  are  those  at  Brentford  who  will  not  let  the 
Piscatorial  Society  there  go  to  pieces,  but  are  attempting 
to  resuscitate  it  and  bring  it  once  more  into  action.  A 
meeting  has  been  held  at  the  Castle  Hotel,  which  Mr.  W. 
H.  Jackson,  who  is  a member  of  the  committee  of  the 
T.A.P.S.  and  a honorary  river  keeper,  has  attended, 
and  the  society  is  again  in  shape,  the  post  of  secretary 
being  taken  by  Mr.  G.  Fielder,  who  has  recently  been 
pensioned  as  a sergeant  from  the  police.  There  is  no 
man  during  his  service  that  has  done  more  in  the 
interests  of  the  fishery  than  Mr.  Fielder,  and  many  of 
the  best  convictions  have  been  made  at  Brentford 
through  his  most  valuable  help.  I feel,  now  that  he 
has  consented  to  act  in  that  position,  the  Brentford 
Piscatorial  Society  will  again  become  a substantial  and 
permanent  success. — B. 

Upper  Thames.— The  Thames  Valley  has  been 
visited  by  a storm  of  snow  and  sleet  unprecedented  since 
the  tornado  of  fourteen  years  ago.  The  upper  waters 
are  now  bank-high  with  snow  and  ice-water,  and  the 
various  fish  are  in  consequence  not  likely  to  feed  with 
any  consistency  for  many  days  to  come.  In  the  Marlow 
waters,  before  the  snow,  jack  were  well  on  the  warpath, 
one  afternoon’s  sport  between  Messrs,  Judge  and  Lloyd 
consisting  of  201b,  of  fish  in  excellent  condition  and 
fighting  quality.— Thursday  Night. — Water  not  in 
good  trim  for  angling,  but,  without  any  further  fall  of 
snow,  should  be  in  order  early  in  next  week.  Breeze 
from  the  north-east,  and  freezing  hard  as  I write, — 
Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Chertsey). — Mr.  Macguire,  fishing  with 
John  Poulter,  had  a good  take  of  roachand  dace,  several 
of  the  roach  were  11b.  each,  and  some  good  dace  up  to 
lloz, ; Mr,  Cartwright,  one  day,  with  Hackett,  got  four 
jack,  the  largest  51b,  ; and  another  day,  with  Mr.  R. 
Savage,  two  jack,  which  were  returned. 

Thames  (Hampton). — James  Langshavv,  in  half  a 
day,  three  dozen  of  fine  roach,  up  to  fib.  each.  A 
gentleman  has  caught  three  jack  of  41b.  and  51b.  each. 

Thames  (Kingston). — John  Johnson,  in  the  week, 
eleven  jack,  three  chub,  and  fifteen  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace  ; N.  Bolton,  twenty-five  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; 
and  J.  Knight,  in  two  days,  twelve  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace.  The  bank  anglers  have  been  getting  some  roach 
and  dace. 

Thames  (Lechlade),  Windrush,  and  Gloucester 
Coin. — We  have  had  some  good  rains  in  these  neigh- 
bourhoods, varied  with  occasional  heavy  storms  of  wind. 


snow,  and  sleet.  The  fresh  has  filled  these  streams  up  a 
good  bit,  and  the  Thames  above  Oxford  is  now  in  fairly 
good  trim  for  pike  and  roach  fishing;  the  sharp  frosts, 
too,  have  toned  the  weeds  down.  Between  Lechlade 
and  Cricklade  the  fish  are  very  numerous,  and  lovers  of 
thoroughly  quiet  rural  fishing  might  do  worse  than  try 
these  parts,  especially  by  St.  John’s  bridge,  where  the 
water  looks  very  fishable,  and  spinning  and  live  baiting 
ought  to  pay  hereabouts.  The  Windrush,  between 
Witney  and  Burford,  is  in  parts  in  good  ply  for  jack 
fishing,  and  a few  nice  ones  have  been  caught  near  the 
latter  old-fashioned  country  town ; quite  a lot  of 
fine  crayfish  have  been  caught  near  Bonrton-on- 
the-Water  during  the  season,  and  some  nice  gray- 
ling have  been  killed  close  at  hand ; these  latter 
fish  were  put  in  the  Upper  Windrush  some 
twenty-five  years  ago  by  that  excellent  sportsman, 
the  late  Sir  Chas.  Rushout,  and  occasionally  a good 
3-pounder  is  caught  by  the  trout  fishers  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood. I recently  saw  a curious  catch  on  the  Wind- 
rush,  it  being  nothing  else  than  a fine  fat  calf,  which  an 
angler  firmly  hooked  with  a long  back  cast.  He  did  not 
see  the  animal  coming  up  quietly  behind  him.  It  is  need- 
less to  say  that  his  reel  made  music,  and  that  he  lost  his 
fly.  The  Gloucestershire  Coin  has  been  improved  in  its 
course  by  judicious  and  timely  weed  cutting,  and  the 
removal  of  rough  stones  and  rubbish  from  the  bed  of  the 
river,  and  it  looks  now  smart  and  clean.  I hear  on  good 
authority  that  the  proprietor  of  the  public  water  at 
Fairford  is  about  to  restock  with  Loch  Levens  or  some 
other  good  strain.  The  trout  were  still  rising  freely  as 
I passed  through  Bibury  last  week.  The  new  Thames 
bye-laws,  an  abridged  copy  of  which  I recently  sent  to  a 
local  paper,  has  created  quite  a sensation  amongst  up- 
country  anglers,  many  of  whom  had  not  seen,  or  even 
heard  of  them,  before,  and,  to  my  own  knowledge, 
several  had  unwittingly  been  breakers  of  them  in  a mild 
form — they  know  better  now. — Rambler. 

Thames  (Richmond).— Job  Brain,  in  two  days,  351b. 
of  roach  and  dace ; H.  Mansell,  in  the  week,  601b.  of 
roach  and  dace  ; and  E.  Howard,  in  three  and  a half 
days,  501b.  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Staines). — John  Keene,  jun.,  one  day,  with 
Mr.  Wilson,  fifteen  chub  and  three  dozen  of  roach  ; 
another  day,  with  Mr.  Jones,  five  dozen  of  roach  ; and 
another  day,  with  Mr.  Harris,  five  jack,  the  largest 
7Jlb.,  and  nine  chub. 

Thames  (Sunbury). — Messr.s.  T.  and  A.  Stroud,  in 
one  day,  six  jack,  the  largest  7Jlb. ; and  Edward  Clarke 
has  been  getting  a few  perch. 

Thames  (Teddington). — W.  McBride,  in  one  day, 
with  Mr.  Levy,  forty-four  bream,  weighing  951b.,  and 
one  jack  ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Islip,  601b.  of  bream  ; 
and  half  a day,  with  Mr.  James,  sixteen  bream  weigh- 
ing 451b. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — C.  Brown,  in  three  and 
a half  days,  501b.  of  roach  and  dace.  Samuel  Cole,  in 
two  days,  301b.  of  roach  and  dace.  John  Coxen,  one  day 
(in  four  hours),  16lb.  of  fine  roach  and  dace,  and  in  two 
other  days  421b.  of  roach  and  dace.  George  Coxen,  in 
three  days,  3(flb.  of  roach  and  dace.  J.  Frost,  in  four 
and  a half  days,  561b.  of  roaeli  and  dee®,  and  in  one 
other  day  241b.  of  roach,  the  largest  IJlb.,  and  one 
bream.  Pert  Hammerton,  in  the  week,  751b.  of  roach 
and  dace.  R.  Moffatt,  one  day,  with  Mr.  Mead,  181b.  of 
roach  and  dace.  John  Spong,  one  day,  with  Dr.  Clarke 
and  Mr.  Burrows,  201b.  weight  of  roach,  the  largest  fish 
21b.  ; another  day,  with  Mr.  Boaer  and  Mr.  Veal,  401b. 
of  roach.  This  fisherman,  during  the  week,  has  taken 
1201b.  weight  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Walton). — R.  Whatford,  with  Mr.  Alder- 
ton,  one  day,  five  perch,  and  a jack  of  3Ib.  John  Hare, 
one  day,  a jack  of  31b.,  and  another  day,  six  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace ; T.  Atkins,  one  day,  five  dozen  of 
gudgeon  ; and  S.  Beard,  two  perch  and  one  dozen  of 
roach. 

Thames  (Windsor  District).— With  snow  in  the 
water,  and  a keen,  biting  north-east  wind,  but  little  can 
be  expected  in  angling.  Though  several  braves  faced  it, 
I have  not  heard  of  anything  being  taken  worthy  of 
record.  My  1892  diary  has  the  first  fall  of  snow  on 
Dec.  5,  so  that  the  recent  visitation  is  much  before  its 
time. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Ancholme  District.— Little  angling  has  been  done 
this  week,  owing  to  stormy  weather.  Some  more  local 
waters  are  being  restocked  with  trout.  One  nice  stream 
has  been  seriously  depleted  by  herons.  The  situation  is 
such  they  cannot  well  be  approached  with  the  gun.  I 
am  sending  some  gorge  hooks,  with  instructions  for  bait- 
ing, to  one  riparian  owner.  This  is  a very  satisfactory 
way  of  settling  them,  as  they  commit  most  havoc  in  the 
gloaming,  or  during  moonlight  nights. — Thomas  Ford. 

Arun. — Severe  weather  has  been  experienced  in  the 
Pulborough  and  Amberley  districts  this  week.  Snow 
lay  deeiily  on  the  ground,  and  I hear  a snow  plough  had 
to  be  utilised  on  Sunday  to  clear  the  line  near  Amberley. 
'The  wind  was  very  high,  and  altogether  those  anglers 
who  were  enthusiastic  enough  to  brave  the  elements  had 
a very  rough  time  of  it.  In  the  way  of  catches  there  is 
nothing  worth  recording,  but  I hope  the  water  and 
weather  will  be  more  favourable  for  the  coming  week. — ■ 
Goosequill. 

Cornisli  Streams. — A heavy  freshet  came  down  the 
Fowey  and  Camel  on  Saturday,  and  no  fishing  was  pos- 
sible, as  the  banks  and  the  surrounding  meadows  were 
covered.  On  Monday  the  waters  were  fishable,  and  one 
rod  on  the  Camel  got  two  salmon  of  101b.  and  20Ib.  The 
20-ponnder  was  one  of  the  handsomest  fish  seen  for  a 
long  time.  It  was  only  26in.  in  length,  and  was  lOin. 
deep.  The  freshet  has  no  doubt  brought  up  a good 
many  salmon.  Rods  appear  to  be  doing  very  little  on 
the  Fowey,  although  there  is  a strong  contingent  out 
daily  from  Bodmin  and  Lostwithiol. — Bodmin. 


Derwent  (Cumberland).  — The  closing  day  of  the 
season  (14th  inst.)  would  appear  to  be  a red-letter  day 
for  some  of  the  poaching  fraternity.  From  reports  to 
hand,  it  would  appear  that  the  watchers  made  several 
captures  on  that  day,  viz.,  Joseph  Pollock,  Cocker- 
mouth,  charged  by  John  Moses,  head  water  bailiff,  was 
fined  by  the  Cockermouth  magistrates  on  Monday  last 
,£3  and  costs  for  snatching  in  the  Derwent.  Defendant 
was  ably  defended  by  Mr.  Errington,  of  Carlisle,  and  the 
evidence  was  very  conflicting,  but  Mr.  Burn,  the  secre- 
tary to  the  Fishery  Board,  secured  a conviction,  although 
the  alleged  snatch  was  not  produced.  The  defendant 
alleged  he  was  merely  fishing  with  worm  in  the  ordinary 
way.  John  Tiffin,  of  Cockermouth,  pleaded  guilty  to  a 
like  offence  (the  snatch  in  this  case  was  produced) — fined 
.£3  and  costs.  William  Shearman,  of  Cockermouth,  was 
charged  by  J.  Moses  with  cleeking  a salmon  in  the 
Cocker  at  Rogerscale,  and  three  other  defendants 
with  aiding  and  abetting.  The  first  named  was 
fined  ^5  and  costs,  and  the  three  others  10s.  each. 
There  was  also  a case  before  the  Keswick  magistrates 
on  Saturday  last,  against  Thomas  Bragg,  of  Stone- 
thwaite,  Borrowdale,  for  disturbing  salmon  when  on  the 
redds  ; fined  5s.  and  costs.  The  same  magistrates  also 
fined  Benjamin  Moffat,  6d.  and  costs  for  having  an 
unseasonable  trout  (21b.  weight)  in  his  possession,  which 
he  had  taken  out  of  Hall  Garth  Beck,  Thornthwaite. 
The  lakes  are  not  much  fished  for  pike  in  the  winter 
months,  although  good  fishing  may  be  had.  Those 
anglers  whose  vacation  is  in  the  winter  season  would  do 
well  to  pay  Bassenthwaite  Lake  a visit — hotels  : The 
Swan,  Thornthwaite,  and  the  Pheasant,  Pielewyke. 
Terms  are  very  reasonable.  The  editor  has  my  address 
if  any  information  I can  give  should  be  asked  for. — 
Mabblbsyke. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks).— No  sport  of  any  kind 
during  the  past  week.  The  river  is  now  in  flood,  and  a 
lot  of  snow-water  coming  down  ; but  as  it  is  on  the 
decrease,  the  water  will  probably  be  in  good  order  for 
I>ike  fishing  in  the  course  of  three  or  four  days. — H. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Grayling  are  now  well  on 
the  rise.  We  notice  the  snow  broth,  contrary  to  usual 
custom,  is  not  acting  as  a deterrent.  This  may  be 
owing  to  the  small  quantity  of  snow  we  have  had. — D. 
and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).  — Weather  still  very 
changeable,  one  day  cold  and  dry  and  the  next  mild  and 
muggy.  A few  pike  have  been  taken  by  our  local 
anglers,  but  I have  heard  of  nothing  of  any  size  yet. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Kelly  paid  a visit  to  the  Tiverton  canal  on 
Thursday  last  but  did  not  find  the  pike  much  on,  only 
scoring  two  or  three  small  ones,  largest  341b.  On  Mon- 
day, Mr.  A.  C.  Roberts,  fishing  the  same  water,  took 
eight,  but  no  big  ones,  the  average  being  from  21b.  to 
31b.  Several  of  these  were  returned  for  further 
development.  Mr.  J.  Edwards  also  had  a nice  little 
show  from  the  Halberton  locality  a few  days  since, 
but  nothing  over  51b.  Until  we  have  had  some  stinging 
frosts  to  further  reduce  the  weed  growth,  I do  not 
anticipate  anything  very  lively  in  the  pike  line,  will  be 
met  with  in  the  waters  above  mentioned. — Red  Palmer. 

Pen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— The  storm, 
which  swept  over  Lincolnshire  as  well  as  other  portions 
of  the  country  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  put  a temporary 
stoppage  to  angling  operations.  Up  to  the  stoppage 
last  week  anglers  were  doing  extremely  well,  and  several 
sportsmen  had  taken  as  much  as  401b.  of  fish  in  a single 
day.  The  best  takes  were  made  by  using  live  bait,  but 
artificial  lures  were  by  no  means  to  be  despised. 
Bottom  fishing  was  also  proceeding  briskly  on  the 
milder  days.  Several  in  the  BillingOorough  district  got 
mixed  baskets  np  to  201b.  or  so.  The  recent  rains  have 
put  the  fen  drains  into  good  trim. — Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts). — At  no  time  this  season  have 
the  waters  of  the  Idle  and  kindred  streams  been  in 
better  trim  than  during  the  past  fortnight.  In  the  pre- 
served waters  above  Eaton  and  in  the  river  below 
Bollam  Mills  some  capital  sport  has  lately  been  got 
among  dace  and  chub.  Roach  are  also  being  taken, 
gentles  being  pronounced  the  best  lure  for  these, 
Several  pretty  brace  of  grayling  have  been  brought  from 
the  upper  waters  by  subscribers.  Below  Mattersey  some 
good  pike  have  come  to  hand. — L. 

Lea  and  Stort. — The  late  gale  proved  most  dis- 
appointing to  anglers.  Several  contests  arranged  for  the 
19th  were  postponed,  as  it  was  almost  impossible  for 
fishermen  to  keep  their  lines  in  the  water.  The  open 
competition  of  Harry  Avis’s,  at  Waltham  Abbey,  could 
not  be  brought  off  for  the  above  reasons,  but  the  com- 
petition will  be  brought  to  a conclusion  on  the  26th  inst. 
if  possible.  The  dates  of  the  closing  of  the  entries  or 
the  time  of  fishing  the  representative  roach  contest 
remain  in  abeyance  for  similar  reasons.  Pike  are  coming 
on  the  feed,  and  will  be  in  better  condition  both  for 
affording  sport  and  also  for  the  table.  On  Tuesday  the 
weather  was  much  more  genial,  and  a few  pike  fisher- 
men were  out.  Waltham  is  a very  good  place  for  pike 
fishermen.  1 have  not  heard  of  any  perch  being  taken, 
but  they  should  be  well  on  the  feed  now.  Weather  and 
water  all  that  could  be  desired. — Spliced  Joint. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  — Both  these 
streams  are  still  running  low  and  clear.  The  weather 
has  been  very  severe,  and  hail,  rain,  and  enow  have 
been  had.  The  water  is  in  good  order  for  grayling  ; the 
fish  are  rising  at  mid-day.  A few  rods  have  been  out ; 
but  fly-fishing  is  quiet.  Worm  and  maggot  fishing  has 
been  successful,  and  grasshopper  fishing  has  improved. 
'The  Pinsley  is  low  and  clear,  and  in  order  for  fishing. — 
Gwynne, 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Eingsland). — 

Rivers  continue  in  good  order,  but  the  stormy  and 
unsettled  weather  of  the  last  week  has  been  against 
sport.  To-day  (Wednesday)  we  have  had  frequent 
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atroiifr  B(iualls,  with  hail,  &c.  Sport  should  bo  good 
with  sink  and  draw,  maggot  and  swimming  worm,  as 
soon  as  the  woathor  becomes  less  stormy. — B.  T. 
WlI.I.IAMS, 

Medway  (Tonbridge). — River  now  fining  down  from 
late  rains,  which  have  freshened  up  the  streams  con- 
siderably. If  no  more  rain,  the  river  will  be  in  best 
condition  for  pike  by  to-day  (Saturday).  Have  seen  a 
lot  moving  recently.  A few  jack  have  been  taken.  One 
party,  I hear,  had  as  many  as  four  fish  up  to  101b.  ; 
but  a well-known  Windsor  gentleman  can  toll  you 
more  about  it.  No  bottom  fishing  has  been  done. — 

E.  E.  W.  . , „ 

Nene  (Peterborough). — The  weather  has  hardly 
been  suitable,  but  several  anglers  have  heen  out,  and 
some  good  sport  has  been  obtained  amongst  pike.  Several 
fish,  ranging  from  101b.  to  61b.,  have  been  landed.  Some 
good  roach  have  also  been  taken. — E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Owing  to  the  extremely  wet 
and  snowy  weather  of  Saturday  and  Sunday,  angling  here 
has  heen  quite  at  a standstill,  the  water,  although  not 
much  higher,  has  been  filled  with  snow  bx’oth.  To-day 
(Wednesday)  I am  glad  to  say  it  is  fining  down  nicely, 
and  (given  fine  weather)  long  before  this  is  in  print  will 
be  in  good  order,  and,  for  a day  or  two  at  least,  fish  will 
in  all  probability  feed  well,  but  iu  my  opinion  the  rain 
was  insufficient  in  quantity  to  cause  a permanent  im- 
provement in  sport. — B. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — The  fall  of  snow  followed  by 
rain  has  made  the  water  thick  with  slush,  and  will 
greatly  improve  the  pike  fishing,  and  by  the  time  this 
is  in  print  it  will  be  in  prime  order,  and  pikeists  should 
not  miss  the  opportunity  after  the  long  rest.  I cannot 
hear  of  anything  being  done,  owing  to  the  water  being 
out  of  condition,  but  prospects  look  better  for  sport. 

H.  Rout. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — Since  the  recent  rains  the  water 
has  been  a good  colour,  butthere  is  not  yet  much  stream 
in  the  river  ; still  there  is  every  prospect  of  fair  sport 
with  the  jack,  and  a few  have  been  taken  up  to  31b.  or 
41b.  since  my  last  report. — N. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots).— The  water  here  in  splendid 
condition,  thanks  to  the  rain  and  wind,  and  jack  are 
nicely  on.  Scarcely  anyone  who  can  fish  at  all  returns 
with  an  empty  bag.  I took  three  very  nice  jack  Friday, 
largest  S^lb. ; and  on  Sunday,  one,  71b.,  and  returned 
eight  during  the  two  days.  I never  saw  the  river  a better 
colour  than  now,  and  the  weeds  are  no  protection  to  the 
fish,  as  they  have  nicely  rotted. — A.  Scaru. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury). — The  bitterly  cold  weather 
that  we  have  lately  experienced  has  not  tended  to 
induce  anglers  to  visit  the  riverside,  and  but  little 
sport  is  recorded.  The  river  is  in  fair  condition,  except 
that  it  contains  a percentage  of  snow  water,  conse- 
quent upon  the  recent  storms,  and  until  this  has  dis- 
appeared, pike  will  not  run  freely.  The  more  robust 
anglers,  however,  may  obtain  fair  pike  fishing  in  either 
the  river  or  the  many  pools  near  Shrewsbury,  and 
perch  fishing  will  also  yield  good  results.  The  autumn 
run  of  salmon  has  not  been  a good  one,  as  there  has  not 
been  sufficient  water  in  the  river  to  bring  them  up. 
PiSCATOR. 

Severn,  Vyruwy,  Tanat,  and.  Cain  (Llanymy- 
necb). — Winter  appears  to  have  now  commenced  in  grim 
earnest,  and  at  the  close  of  last  week  we  had  a very 
heavy  storm  of  wind  and  snow,  which  commenced  on 
Friday  night,  when  the  wind  blew  a gale,  and  early  on 
Saturday  morning  snow  began  to  fall,  and  was  accom- 
panied by  a sharp  frost,  and  so  severe  was  the  cold  that 
during  Saturday  afternoon  two  men  perished  in  the  snow- 
storm, on  the  Berwyn  Mountains,  whilst  crossing  from 
Lake  Vyrnwy  to  the  village  of  Llandrillo.  Angling  is  now 
altogether  out  of  the  question  as  the  ground  is  still 
covered  with  snow,  and  at  intervals  a rough  north-east 
wind  brings  with  it  frequent  storms  of  hail  and  snow 
and  the  nights  are  very  cold,  and  there  is  now  every 
appearance  of  a continuation  of  the  frost. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— Eoach  were  feeding  well 
the  latter  part  of  last  week,  and  in  two  days,  Mr 
Elsmere,  of  London,  took  211b.  of  roach,  largest  11b.  3oz. 
and  a jack  of  41b.  13oz.  The  heavy  storm  of  rain  and 
snow  of  the  19th  inst.  almost  completely  took  the  fish  off 
the  feed,  and  although  several  ardent  anglers  remained 
at  it  all  day,  they  were  not  very  well  rewarded.  The 
water  has  been  running  fast  and  thick,  and  no  fish  have 
been  taken,  but  to-day  (Thursday)  it  is  all  in  the  river, 
and  should  no  other  sudden  change  occur  will  be  in 
splendid  order  by  the  26th. — W.  Bainbridgb. 

Sussex  Biivers. — The  snow  which  fell  during  the 
blizzard  of  last  week — in  places  over  six  leet  in  depth 
is  gradually  disappearing,  and  has  had  the  effect  of 
putting  fish  off  the  feed.  Operations  at  the  basin  of 
Chichester  Canal  are  now  concluded,  and  the  water  is 
stopped  back  at  the  Birdham  lock,  but  with  the  present 
supply  from  the  springs  it  will  be  some  weeks  before 
the  normal  height  is  reached.  A few  pike  have  been 
taken,  but  the  water  is  so  crowded  with  fish  of  every 
■description  that  pike  prefer  the  unfettered  bait.  In 
spinning  last  week  with  minnow  Mr.  Jas.  Wright  foul- 
hooked  eight  bream  in  a short  time,  one  of  11b.  in 
weight ; several  tench  have  also  been  hooked  while 
spinning  or  bream  fishing.  Bream  are  feeding  fairly 
well,  and  a few  perch  up  to  2Jlb.  have  been  taken. 
Spearing  has  been  carried  on  surreptitiously,  and 
several  good  fish,  both  pike  and  bream,  have 
been  found  in  a dead  or  dying  state  by  the 
lock-keeper  in  the  lower  reaches.  Previous  to  the 
storm  several  good  roach  were  taken  from  the  Ouse  up 
to  ipb.  in  weight,  but  roach  in  this  water  do  not  run  so 
heavy  as  in  the  Arun  and  Eother.  Chub  weighing  2|lb. 
and  several  pike  and  perch  are  also  notified  me.  From 
the  Bother,  in  the  Selham  district,  and  from  near 
Fittleworth,  pike,  perch,  and  roach  have  given  sport. 


the  pike  preferring  gudgeon  as  hait.  Variety  baskets 
of  roach,  dace,  and  flat  fish  have  been  made  in  the  tidal 
water  of  the  Adur,  and  from  above  Henfield  a few  good 
pike  are  reported.  A quantity  of  grey  mullet  are  in  the 
harbours  and  up  the  Arun.  Some  few  fish  have  been 
taken  with  ragworm,  and  in  one  instance  with  boiled 
cabbage  stalk.  Reports  since  the  storm  from  all  parts 
are  meagre,  and  a good  heavy  downpour  would  be 
beneficial  in  clearing  the  remains  of  the  snow  from  the 
bankside. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).- The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear  and  a nice  level.  A severe  gale  swept  over 
this  district  at  the  end  of  last  week,  and  caused  the 
river  to  rise  a little,  and  it  is  in  good  order  for  either  fly 
or  bottom  fishing.  The  fish  have  moved  during  the  middle 
of  the  day  at  the  fly,  but  few  rods  have  been  out,  the 
weather  being  so  cold.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  suc- 
cessful with  worm  and  maggot.  A few  have  tried  grass- 
hopper. Pike  move  better  at  the  live  bait.  In  the  water 
under  Whitcliffe  with  the  maggot  a good  dish  of  dace 
were  landed  on  Tuesday.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  low  and  clear. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
still  in  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very 
bad  for  angling.  Snow,  rain,  and  hail  has  been  had,  and 
few  anglers  have  ventured  out.  Grayling  move  fairly 
well  at  the  fly  and  maggot,  and  grasshopper  fishing  has 
been  tried.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  low. 
No  sport  in  them. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — A storm  of  terrific  violence 
passed  over  the  Newark  district  on  Saturday  last,  and 
the  Trent  side  presented  a very  wintry  aspect  the 
following  day,  and  the  big  flush  of  water  that  was  hoped 
for  failed  to  come,  though  the  Trent  rose  several 
inches  and  contained  a change  of  colour  that  has 
long  been  wanted.  Pike  fishing  was  the  chief  pur- 
suit of  the  angler  up  to  the  day  named.  On  Friday 
Mr.  H.  Wragg  and  a couple  of  friends  secured  six  from 
the  Devon,  best  about  61b.  weight  ; and  on  Thursday, 
from  a private  water  a few  miles  below  the  town,  Mr. 
W.  King  and  Mr.  F.  Clark  bagged  eight  (heaviest  bjlb.). 
The  Trent  is  again  in  good  angling  order,  and  worms 
should  prove  successful,  but  the  wind  is  piercingly  cold. 
— Trentsider. 

Wimbledon  Lake  (Wimbledon).— Fishing  for  pike 
in  the  deep  water  on  the  19th  inst.,  Mr.  C.  Wake,  of 
Walham  Green,  had  several  good  runs,  and  creeled  two 
pike  (one  of  8Jlb.,  and  the  other  of  41b.).  I am  sorry  to 
say,  in  landing  another,  about  101b.  or  121b.,  it  slipped 
out  of  the  net — ’twas  gone. — A.  Newham. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln).— Very  few  ventured 
down  the  Witham  this  week  in  consequence  of  the 
inclement  weather,  but  as  the  storm  has  passed  away, 
aud  the  weather  has  become  favourable,  it  is  likely  they 
will  be  downagainthis  week.  The  prospects  are  favour- 
able, the  water  is  a little  higher  than  it  was,  and  there 
was  not  enough  snow  to  spoil  the  fishing.  Trolling  is 
all  the  rage,  and  the  reports  which  come  up  the  river 
are  quite  rosy.  One  gentleman  last  week  was  boasting 
of  getting  801b.  of  pike  for  his  week’s  visit,  and  several 
others  have  brought  away  big  baskets. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  gales  of 
wind,  accompanied  by  snow  and  rain,  which  we  had  at 
the  end  of  last  week,  completely  put  a stop  to  all 
angling,  and,  although  both  rivers  had  run  into  fair 
fishing  condition  on  Monday,  very  few  rods  have  been 
at  work  on  either  stream,  and  nothing  has  been  caught 
worth  recording.  Pike  also  seem  to  be  dead  off  the 
feed;  two  local  anglers,  one  a very  good  hand,  have 
been  out  on  some  favourite  waters  two  days,  and  only 
succeeded  in  getting  hold  of  two  fish.  Both  rivers  are 
in  excellent  trim  for  grayling  fishing,  and  the  Wye,  in 
which  there  is  a good  stock  of  these  fish,  is  well  worth 
trying,  for  it  will  be  found  the  fly  will  still  kill  on  suit- 
able days.  Swimming  the  worm  and  maggot  is,  of 
course,  a more  certain  way  of  getting  a dish  of  these 
fish,  but  thi.s  method  is  not  permissible  on  the  Wye, 
and  anglers  who  wish  to  try  that  method  must  visit 
the  Derwent.  It  is  now  freezing  hard,  and  if  we  get  a 
continuance  of  that  sort  of  weather  sport  will  be  im- 
proved.— Dotterel. 


SBA  FISHING. 

Deal. — Nov.  14.  Weather  fine  ; water  like  mud  ; few 
boats  out,  result  a few  codling;  no  pier  fishing;  some 
very  good  catches  of  sprats  for  the  first  of  this  season. 
Nov.  15.  Weather  very  unsettled  again,  putting  a stop 
to  all  fishing.  Nov.  16.  Still  unsettled  weather,  no 
chance  yet  for  rod  and  line.  Nov.  17.  Weather  as 
yesterday ; very  good  catches  of  sprats  by  a few 
boats  ; a tew  fine  cod  have  been  taken  in  the  herring 
nets.  Nov.  18.  Weather  moderate  first  part  of  day,  few 
fish  taken;  several  anglers  came  to  try  Sunday  fishing. 
Nov.  19.  A very  heavy  gale  blowing;  all  the  anglers 
had  to  return  without  wetting  a line.  This  is  the  second 
time  within  ten  days  that  anglers  from  town  have  had  a 
lost  journey.  Nov.  20.  Still  blowing  a gile  ; no  chance 
for  rod  and  line  for  a few  days,  even  if  the  weather 
moderates,  as  the  water  is  like  mud,  and  spring  tides 
have  set  in,  which  will  keep  the  water  so.— Edward 
Hanger,  Agent,  British  Sea  Anglers’  Society. 

Great  Yarmouth. — The  fishing  has  been  greatly 
interrupted  by  the  fearful  storm  of  Saturday,  Sunday, 
and  Monday,  and  of  which  we  have  traces  in  the  shape 
of  a big  schooner  wrecked  within  a yard  of  the  old  jetty, 
hut  I am  glad  to  say  no  lives  were  lost  by  the  catastrophe. 
Friday  was  an  exceptionally  good  day  for  large  fish  from 
the  pier.  Mr.  Couston,  two  fish,  12lb.  and  91b. ; Mr. 
Bradshaw,  two  fish,  Ifljlb.  and  121b.  ; Mr.  Freeman,  one 
fish,  91b.  ; Mr.  Long,  three  fish,  121b.,  101b.,  and  51b.  On 
Saturday,  Mr.  Long,  one  fish,  101b.  Monday,  storm. 
Tuesday,  one  fish,  141b.,  on  the  jetty.  Wednesday,  Mr. 


Ward,  seven  fish,  101b.,  on  the  pier;  and  I also  found 
two  fish  on  the  jetty,  61b.  and  71b.  respectively  ; and 
seven  fish  wore  taken  one  morning  before  eight  o clock, 
averaging  101b. — H.  Salinger. 

Plymouth..— The  weather  is  still  cold;  but  fisher- 
men do  not  take  any  notice  of  that  if  the  sport  is  good. 
There  are  plenty  of  pollack  taken  in  the  Sound,  at  the 
back  of  the  Island,  and  also  near  the  Winter  Shoal,  and, 
before  the  weather  came  in  so  rough,  near  the  Panther, 
just  outside  the  lighthouse  end  of  the  breakwater. 
The  best  bait  at  present  is  the  rag  worm,  with  a small 
baby  spinner  above  the  hook,  which  greatly  improves  the 
chance  of  sport.  Grey  mullet  are  still  about  in  great 
numbers,  but  are  very  fastidious  with  regard  to  their 
feeding.  Several  dozens  were  caught  to-day,  several 
over  2lb.  weight,  rod  fishing  from  the  i)ier.  I notice 
that  our  mullet  fishermen  here  still  adhere  to  the  use  of 
rag  worm  for  bait,  but  in  other  places,  where  they  cannot 
get  rag  worms,  they  strip  off  the  skin  of  a shriinp,  and 
put  the  soft  part  carefully  on  the  hook.  This  is  very 
taking,  and  I do  not  see  why  it  should  not  prove  just  as 
successful. — William  Hearder. 

Waterville  (Co.  Kerry).— Sea  Angling.— On 
Saturday  last,  four  Waterville  amateurs,  fishing  in  the 
small  bay,  took  140  gurnard,  150  whiting,  and  twenty 
bream.  Since  then  no  anglers  have  been  out.  Whiting 
continue  very  numerous,  but  they  are  of  a small  size. 
Rock  fishing  is  now  over  for  the  year.  Mackerel  of  a 
large  size  are  still  very  numerous,  but  no  anglers  have 
been  out  after  them.  Pollack  fishing  has  afforded 
little  or  no  sport  during  the  week. — Thomas  Jt 
Dennehy. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Dee,  Don  (AberdeensRire).— With  the  rains  and 
snow  accompanying  last  week’s  blizzard,  the  rivers  in 
the  North  were  in  full  flood  on  Saturday  and  Sunday* 
many  of  them  inundating  their  banks  and  causing  con- 
siderable damage.  On  the  upper  and  middle  reaches  of 
the  Dee,  where  spawning  operations  have  been  rudely 
interrupted,  the  amount  of  damage  must  be  consider® 
able.  On  Monday,  when  the  water  began  to  subside* 
it  was  observed  that  the  fish  had  shifted,  and  in  the 
Braemar  district  an  attempt  to  obtain  a supply  of  ova 
for  the  further  completement  of  the  Deeside  hatchery 
proved  abortive,  no  fish  being  found  where  scores  were 
spawning  a few  days  before.  The  rough  sea  will  deter 
the  later  fish  from  coming  on,  and  otherwise  retard  any 
of  the  winter  run  from  seeking  the  river. — Deesideb. 

Helmsdale.— The  severe  gale  of  Friday,  which 
proved  so  disastrous  to  shipping,  and  which  was 
accompanied  by  torrents  of  rain,  caused  a tremendous 
flood  in  this  river,  one  of  the  largest  of  the  many  we 
have  had  this  autumn  and  winter,  and  there  can  be 
little  doubt  that  great  damage  has  been  done  to  the 
spawning  beds.  Such  was  the  force  of  water  coming 
down  that  it  was  imp/ossible  for  fish  to  keep  their 
position  on  the  redds.  The  gale  was  one  of  the  most 
severe  ever  felt  in  this  quarter,  but  there  was  no  loss 
of  life.  Never,  however,  was  such  havoc  played  amongst 
standing  timber.  This  was  specially  the  case  in  the 
woods  in  and  around  Duurobin  Castle.  It  is  calculated 
that  in  the  county  over  half  a million  of  splendid  trees 
have  been  broken  or  torn  up  by  the  roots.  This  will  be 
a great  loss  to  the  Duke  of  Sutherland.  Terrible 
damage  was  also  done  to  the  telegraph  between  Wick 
and  here,  hundreds  of  poles  being  pulled  clean  out  of 
the  ground.  Telegraphic  communication  is  still  inter- 
rupted between  here  and  Wick.  The  sailing  packet 
trading  between  Leith  and  Aberdeen  was  totally 
wrecked  off  Nairn  and  the  crew  lost;  she  was  bound 
for  here  with  goods. — S.  0. 

South  of  Scotland.— This  week  gravid  salmon 
have  been  taking  freely  to  the  spawning  beds  on  the 
middle  and  higher  waters  of  the  Border  rivers.  A flood 
occurred  on  the  Annan  last  Friday  morning,  and  the 
late  incoming  fish,  which  had  been  hanging  about  in  the 
tidal  and  lower  stretches,  at  once  pushed  inland  with 
the  rise  of  water  to  the  upper  spawning  beds.  The 
September  run  of  autumn  fish  are  reported  to  be  on  the 
redds,  and  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  season  is  an 
abnormally  early  one  for  the  Solway  rivers.  It  is  antici- 
pated that  with  a spell  of  favourable  weather,  absence 
of  heavy  floods  and  ice-bound  rivers,  a successful 
breeding  season  would  be  certain  to  follow.  In  the 
tidal  pools  scarcely  a single  salmon  is  to  be  seen  since 
the  spate  at  the  end  of  the  week.  As  observed  by  the 
water  bailiffs  and  others,  the  Solway  rivers  are  singu- 
larly clear  of  saprolegina  this  season.  So  far  not  a 
single  instance  of  the  disease  has  been  reported  from 
the  different  districts.— Heathebbbll. 

Tweed,  &c.— Salmon  angling  on  this  river,  as  well  as 
on  the  Teviot,  is  now  fast  drawing  to  a close  for  the 
season,  and  before  the  end  of  an  other  week  the  campaign 
for  the  year  will  be  a thing  of  the  past.  Fishing  has  im- 
proved a little  since  last  week,  and  one  or  two  individual 
anglers  have  had  fair  good  days,  but  at  best  the  number 
of  tish  killed  has  fallen  far  short  of  what  is  naturally 
expected  at  this  time  of  the  season.  Fish  appear  to  be 
showing  themselves  more  freely  in  the  casts  than  they 
did  some  time  ago,  and  with  favourable  conditions  of 
weather  the  close  of  the  season  may  be  more  successful 
than  present  prospects  warrant.  The  rivers  are  in 
grand  ply  at  present,  as  regards  size  and  colour, 
while  the  open  weather  (notwithstanding  a touch 
of  frost  lately)  is  all  in  favour  of  the  Waltonian. 
The  best  take  of  the  week  was  got  on  Monday,  on  the 
Ednam  House  water,  General  Boswell  killing  six  salmon, 
9Ub.,  141b.,  14.Ub.,  151b.,  171b.,  and  20|lb.  Next  to  him 
comes  Mr.  Robert  Murray,  farmer.  Charterhouse,  who, 
on  the  Mollustrun  water,  had  four  salmon  and  one  grilse 
on  the  same  day.  The  heaviest  fish  of  the  week,  291b., 
was  got  by  Mr.  Bewicke,  on  the  Floors  water.  The  fish 
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killed  on  Teviot  during  the  week  number  four  up  to 
Thursday  morning,  the  lucky  anglers  being  Mr.  John 
Smith,  Kelso,  1.51b. : Blr.  McCutcheon,  Kelso,  231b.  ; Mr. 
James  Chisholm  (his  third  for  the  season),  151b.  ; and 
Mr.  Robert  Allan.  Kelso,  one  of  IGJlb.  On  the  _Ednam 
House  water,  thirteen  fish  have  been  killed  since  the 
1.5th,  and  on  the  Floors  Castle  water  eight  salmon  and 
grilse  have  been  got  this  week.  The  largest  fish  of  the 
season  killed  by  the  rod  and  line  on  the  Tweed,  was 
captured  by  Colonel  Houston  Boswall-Preston,  on  the 
Carbarn  water,  on  Tuesday,  and  weighed  411b.  It  was  a 
very  finely  proportioned  fish,  measuring  47in.  in  length, 
28in.  at  the  thicke.st  part,  and  9jin.  at  the  tail. — 
Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Suir  and  its  Tributaries. — The  heavy  rains  of 
last  week  brought  down  a considerable  freshet,  and  the 
salmon  are  beginning  at  last  to  show  themselves  in  most 
of  the  tributaries,  particularly  on  the  Anner,  where 
several  “scores”  are  showing  already  on  the  lower 
reaches.  These  fisb  are  evidently  old  lodgers,  that  have 
been  in  the  main  river  for  some  months,  and  as  the 
water  has  fallen  low  again  we  will  want  another  freshet 
to  bring  up  the  regular  run  of  spawners.  Some  few 
anglers,  wishing  to  keep  their  hands  in  practice,  have 
taken  to  pike  fishing,  and  good  sport  was  had  on  the 
Suir  about  Clonmel,  and  on  the  lower  parts  of  the 
Anner.  I was  out  on  three  consecutive  days  for  not 
more  than  an  hour  each  time  and  killed,  on  the  first 
day,  three,  51b.,  5Ib.,  and  61b.  ; second  day,  two,  71b. 
and  81b.  ; and  on  the  third  day  (calm  and  bright),  one, 
lOjlb.,  besides  losing  several. — Richard  Bradford. 


HOW  TO  CAPTURE  PIKE. 


I SAW  two  gentlemen  fishing  a piece  of  water  some  little 
time  ago,  says  T.  P.  Wheeldon  in  the  Sportsman,  where 
the  depth  was  fully  12ft.  to  14ft.  Both  of  them  were 
floating  with  live-bait  snap,  the  bait  swimming  four  feet, 
not  an  inch  more,  below  the  float.  Now,  I think  there 
were  plenty  of  jack  there — indeed,  they  caught  some  few 
of  the  orthodox  tiddler  type,  but  no  big  ones,  and  not 
likely  to  do  so  either.  Big  jack  in  deep  water,  well-fed  fish 
into  the  bargain,  will  not,  unless  they  be  very  sharply  set, 
leave  their  lying  places  on  the  bottom  to  make  a dash  at 
a bait  swimming  ten  feet  over  their  heads.  Why  should 
they  do  so  when  they  may,  and  do,  get  many  chances  at 
picking  up  unconsidered  trifles  in  the  shape  of  roach  or 
gudgeon  by  the  simple  process  of  lying  low  and  waiting! 
In  such  a place  as  that  the  paternoster  would  be  espe- 
cially valuable,  float  as  well,  supposing  the  operator 
posses.sed  such  sound  modicum  of  common  sense  as 
induced  him  to  lily  his  line  before  the  very  noses  of  the 
fish,  instead  of  persuading  them  to  come  up  to  the  top. 
But  then,  how  many  are  there  who  know  how  to  use  a 
paternoster  properly  r Precious  few,  let  me  tell  you, 
for  in  my  experience,  I have  found  that  given  a jog  and 
a run,  and  the  majority  of  operators  strike  instanter, 
which  may  now  and  again  account  for  a fish,  but  in 
many  more  instances  simjily  accounts  for  the  loss  of  the 
bait,  and  simply  again  because  the  aggressor  had  never 
fairly  taken  it  into  his  mouth.  An  old  angler  asked  me 
the  other  day  what  class  of  water  I would  recommend 
for  winter  piking — deep  or  shallow!  Everything,  as  I 
said,  depended  upon  the  weather  in  the  first  instance, 
and  the  character  of  the  water  in  the  second.  In  very 
cold,  frosty  weather,  big  fish  won’t  lie  in  shallow  water, 
and  in  water  constantly  disturbed  by  the  passage  of 
boats  and  barges  neither  will  they  do  so  then.  But  in 
fine  open  weather,  and  in  those  happy  latitudes  where 
pike  pass  the  tedium  of  their  lives  in  communion  with 
nature,  far  away  from  the  madding  crowd  and  all  their 
evil  little  ways,  then  give  me  the  shallows,  always  pro- 
viding that  the  angler,  whomsoever  he  may  be,  is  wise 
enough  to  keep  out  of  sight.  I once  caught  a brace  of 
pike  very  nearly  201b.  apiece  in  3ft.  of  water.  It  was 
a long  gravelly  shallow,  half  covered  with  floating  weed, 
and  as  1 crept  up  under  the  cover  of  some  old  pollards 
I saw  one  fish  move.  Perhaps  he  saw  me,  I don’t  know, 
but  a lucky  shot  from  the  “ Nottingham  ” popped  a very 
lively  dace  into  the  middle  of  an  open  space,  and  in 
about  five  minutes  he  was  going  through  those  weeds  as 
though  possessed  by  the  devil— which  he  may  have  been 
for  anything  I can  say  to  the  contrary.  The  female, 
the  bigger  fish  of  the  two,  was  caught  within  three  yards 
of  the  same  place,  and  was  probably  greatly  surprised 
to  see  her  loving  husband  spreeing  about  the  bank. 


HER  GREAT  TROUBLE. 

“What  a love  of  a dog!  ” exclaimed  a caller  at  a 
Jefferson-avenue  mansion,  as  a bundle  of  hair  and 
ribbons  trotted  into  the  room. 

“ Yes,  but  he  is  a dreadful  care,”  sighed  the  mistress 
of  the  household,  sadly. 

“ What  do  you  mean  ! ” asked  the  visitor,  in  surprise. 

“ Why,  you  know  I bought  Bijou  in  Paris  last  summer, 
and  he  dcesn’t  understand  a word  of  English,  so  I had  a 
French  maid  for  him  all  winter,  but  last  June  she  insisted 
on  marrying  some  horrid  creature,  and  now  we  have  a 
French  Canadian  girl,  and  she  worried  me  dreadfully.” 

“ Does  she  abuse  him!  ” asked  the  visitor  indignantly. 

“ Oh,  dear,  no  ; she’s  as  kind  as  can  be,  but  these 
Canadians  speak  such  poor  French — suppose  she  should 
ruin  Bijou’s  accent.  It  makes  me  sick  to  think  of  it.” — 
Detroit  Free  Press. 


Mr.  Alexander  Wright,  Accountant,  of  10,  Everelda-streat, 
Barnsbury,  N.  (member  of  the  Gresham,  Junior  Fly-Fishers,  <!ic.>, 
undertakes  the  auditing  and  balancing  of  every  description  of 
accounts  at  moderate  rates.  Bents  and  debts  coilected. 


SERAPIS  ANGLING  SOCIETY.— READING 
BY  MR..  ALFRED  JARDINE. 


On  Wednesday  evening  last  (Nov.  22)  the  spacious 
club  room  of  the  above  society  was  well  filled  with 
representative  anglers  from  all  the  best  clubs  in  London, 
to  hear  a lecture  by  the  president  of  the  Serapis  (Mr. 
A.  Jardine),  entitled  “ Recollections  of  Thames  Pishing 
Fifty  Years  Ago.”  The  chair  was  ably  filled  by  Mr. 
Beckett  (president  of  the  Anglers’  Association),  who  was 
“ faced  by  an  efficient  ‘ vice.’  ” 

The  chairman,  in  introducing  the  lecturer  (in  his  own 
inimitable  manner),  spoke  of  him  as  being  a practical 
angler — one  from  whom  many  good  lessons  were  to  be 
learned.  Mr.  Jardine’s  piscatorial  career'  commenced 
at  the  age  of  eight,  when  he  had  many  delightful  days 
among  the  gudgeon.  He  spoke  of  the  doings  of  the 
T.A.P.S.  long  years  ago;  of  nets  destroyed;  of 
fines  received  by  prosecution  of  poachers  (which 
appeared  to  be  much  more  fashionable  than  now)  ; 
and  the  joys  of  angling  for  grand  barbel,  trout, 
pike,  and  large  perch,  which  at  that  time  abounded  in 
the  river.  He  also  spoke  in  terms  of  praise  of  the 
general  good  feeling  which  existed  among  the  gentle 
craft  (not  omitting  the  gentlewomen  met  with  on  angling 
excursions),  and  the  pleasures  and  disappointments 
experienced. 

A very  nice  tray  of  jack  was  displayed  during  the 
evening,  taken  by  the  veteran  angler  during  the  day. 
Although  not  “ Jardinian”  in  size,  the  united  weights 
were  32ib.  Several  of  the  fish  had  evidently  not  received 
their  ooiip  de  grace,  as  was  evidenced  during  the  relation 
of  one  of  the  witty  anecdotes  with  which  the  lecture 
abounded.  Whether  to  show  assent  or  dissent  (it  could 
scarcely  be  dissent,  for  all  fishermen’s  stories  are 
reliable)  one  of  the  fish  was  much  impressed,  raised 
itself  from  the  tray,  and  to  the  delight  of  the  audience 
came  down  “ whop  I ” 

Amongst  the  voluminous  mass  of  information  brought 
together  at  great  pains  in  the  way  of  research  as  well  as 
memory,  the  reader  quoted  the  following  rules  of  a club 
which  existed  in  Hampshire  fifty  years  ago  : — 

1. 

Each  male  member  shall  subscribe  £o  03.  towards  the 
general  expenses,  and  each  subscriber  shall  really  pay 
the  same  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer. 

2. 

Capt.  Henry  Scott  to  be  collector  of  the  said  sub- 
criptions,  he  having  given  proof  of  his  ability  for  that 
office  by  collecting  five  guineas  from  Matthew  Lee,  Esq.  ; 
and  the  society  hopes  he  will  give  an  equally  unexpected 
proof  of  his  integrity  by  paying  over  the  said  sum  into 
the  hands  of  the  treasurer. 

3. 

Any  member  describing  the  size,  weight,  and  strength 
of  any  immense  fish  he  had  hooked,  and  successfully 
brought  to  the  bank,  when,  by  the  clumsiness  of  the  man 
with  the  landing-net,  the  fish  “got  off,”  that  member 
shall  forfeit  half  a guinea  ; and  a like  sum  for  every  such 
narrative. 

4. 

Any  member  willing  to  send  in  any  wine,  brandy, 
whiskey,  &c.,  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  club 
members,  at  his  own  expense,  shall  be  permitted  to 
do  so,  and  is  entitled  to  be  laughed  at  accordingly. 

5. 

All  fish,  by  whomsoever  caught,  are  to  be  considered 
as  general  property:  and  any  gentleman  falsely,  shab- 
bily, and  treacherously  concealing  the  number  of  fish  he 
had  caught,  and  slily  sending  off  any  of  the  same,  as  a 
present  to  ladies,  or  others — shall  forfeit  (on  detection) 
one  guinea  for  each  fish  so  purloined  from  the  common 
stock,  and  be  publicly  reprimanded  at  supper  for  doing 
the  same.  But  neither  of  the  ladies  is  to  draw  up  the 
form  of  this  reprimand. 

6. 

Any  fidgetty  person  presuming  to  insinuate  that  sea- 
fishing is  preferable  to  the  tame  and  tranquil  occupation 
of  freshwater  fishing,  and  detected  in  this,  shall,  on 
conviction,  be  sentenced  to  fourteen  minutes’  abstinence 
from  ale,  beer,  stout,  wine,  brandy,  rum,  gin,  shrub, 
punch,  whiskey-toddy,  pipes,  cigars,  quid,  shag,  pig-tail, 
short-cut.  canaster,  varinas,  Bristol  bird’s-eye,  and 
golden-flake  ; and  if  such  culprit  shall  appeal  against 
the  severity  of  this  sentence  as  a disproportionate 
punishment,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  have  “rehearing,” 
and  Nat  Ogle  the  lawyer  assigned  to  him  as  counsel. 

These  are  a few  of  the  witty  rules  and  regulations 
which  Richard  Brinsley  Sheridan  drew  up  for  the  club, 
of  which  he  was  a member. 

At  the  close  of  his  lecture,  Mr.  Jardine  (who  cer- 
tainly does  not  look  more  than  fifty  years  old  to-day) 
received  a hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  his  great  ser- 
vices in  the  cause  of  angling. 

The  T.A.P.S.  and  Anglers’  Benevolent  boxes  were 
respectfully  but  courteously  handed  round  by  the  excel- 
lent and  hard-working  secretary,  Mr.  Laming,  to 
become,  let  us  hope,  a little  heavier  for  the  operation. 
The  vice-chairman  reminded  the  meeting  that  the 
Serapis  weighed-in  none  but  specimen  prizes,  and  the 
walls  of  the  club-room  amply  testify  that  there  are 
specimens  to  be  obtained — if  the  angler  only  knows 
where  to  go  for  them. 

A vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  brought  a most 
plea.sant,  amusing,  entertaining,  and  instructive  evening 
to  a close. 


IK-cyotts  from  Clulis 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning.  Thursday  night’s  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  morning.  Address  “ Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,” 
marked  “ Club  Report  ” outside  envelope. 


Anglers’  Association.— Under  the  presidency  of 
Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  the  monthly  delegate  meeting  was 
held  on  Monday  night  at  Foresters’  Hall,  when  the 
representatives  of  fifty-six  clubs  were  present.  In  the 
course  of  the  evening  the  association’s  new  drag-net 
was  on  view.  The  usual  donation  of  £5  5s.  was  voted 
to  the  Maidenhead,  Cookham,  and  Bray  Angling  Asso- 
ciation, and  Messrs.  H.  Poor  and  W.  J.  Talbot  were 
elected  honorary  water-bailiffs.  The  visiting  officers — 
Messrs.  Armstrong,  Manning,  Thorling,  and  Harris — gave 
in  their  reports,  which  were  very  satisfactory.  In  the 
course  of  the  evening  much  regret  was  expressed  that 
the  collection  in  aid  of  the  Preservation  Fund  had  fallen 
far  helow  that  of  last  year,  and  those  societies  who 
had  not  yet  subscribed  were  asked  to  do  so  at 
their  earliest  convenience,  in  order  that  the  lists 
could  be  closed  and  the  amounts  apportioned.  A dele- 
gate drew  the  attention  of  the  association  to  the 
fact  that  when  the  water  was  run  off  in  some  docks 
at  Battersea  “ hundreds  of  roach  were  to  be  seen 
turned  up,”  and  he  thought  the  T.A.P.S.  might  do  some- 
thing in  the  matter. — Mr.  Lawes  said  he  would  see  that 
it  was  brought  before  the  above  society. — Mr.  Close 
referred  to  the  increasing  popularity  of  sea-fishing,  and, 
after  some  discussion,  Mr.  May  moved,  and  Mr.  Hall 
seconded,  and  it  was  unanimously  agreed,  that  a depu- 
tation should  wait  on  the  South-Eastern  Railway  asking 
the  company  to  issue  cheap  privilege  tickets  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  association  to  Ramsgate  and  Deal.  The 
deputation  is  to  consist  of  Messrs.  Parker,  Mannin, 
Murphy,  and  Ghurney  (sec.).  It  was  also  decided  to  ask 
the  London,  Tilbury,  and  Southend  Railway  Company 
to  issue  cheap  tickets  to  Southend,  Dagenham,  Stan- 
ford-le-Hope,  and  Rainham.  A vote  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman  terminated  the  proceedings. 

Ang^lers’  Association. — General  Preservation 
Fund. — Since  my  last  report  I beg  to  acknowledge  with 
thanks  the  receipt  of  .£1  Is.  from  the  General  Post  Office 
Angling  Society. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers’  Association  (No.  1 Eastern  District). 
— The  next  return  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the 
Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane,  Totten- 
ham, on  Monday  next,  Nov.  27.  This  being  the  first 
return  visit  to  this  club  I hope  there  will  be  a good 
attendance.— G.  Manning. 

Anglers’  Association  Visiting  List  (Eastern 
District  No.  2). — The  next  return  visit  on  this  list 
will  take  place  at  the  City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun 
Angling  Society  on  Monday  next,  Nov.  27,  when  I hope 
to  see  a good  attendance  of  clubs  in  this  district  to  give 
Castell  a bumper.— F.  Thorling. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society. — Since  my  last 
report,  I beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
9s.  6d.  from  The  Citizen,  70,  Houndsditch,  and  6s.  from 
The  Allason  Piscatorial  Society,  from  their  donation 
boxes.  N.B.  — The  grants  to  members  on  Friday, 
Nov.  10,  should  be  .£14,  not  £!16,  as  published  in  last 
week’s  Gazette.— U.  Ghurney. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln’s-inn-tields,  — On  Nov.  19,  only 
Mr.  S.  Masters  weighed-in.  I wish  to  remind  members 
that  on  Nov.  26  Mr.  Hampton’s  prize  is  to  be  fished 
for.  Members  to  ffo  where  they  like.  Gross  weight; 
jack  barred. — G.  M rriott. 

Amicable  Brot-.ers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square,  E.C. — On  the  22nd  inst.  we  had 
a crowded  meeting,  and  amongst  other  business,  arranged 
for  a Christmas  outing  for  seven  prizes,  to  be  fished  for 
on  Dec.  3,  from  Twickenham  to  Teddington.  Train  from 
Broad-street  8.53  a.m.,  when  I hope  to  see  a good  muster, 
and  all  prizes  taken. — F.  G.  Hutchins. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea.— Our  next  punt 
maton  will  take  place  at  Twickenham  on  the  26th  inst. ; 
and  on  Dec  4.  we  fish  a match  at  Windsor,  Married  v. 
Single,  from  Eton  Bridge  to  Surly  Hall,  tow-path  only, 
jack  barred  ; one  rod  only  to  be  used.  I should  like  to 
see  a good  muster  on  Wednesday  next,  as  we  want  to 
get  on  with  our  Christmas  prizes. — J.  Rich. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
Sun,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — Owing  to  the 
bad  weather  of  the  19th  very  few  of  our  members  were 
out,  only  two  members  showing  up ; Mr.  Tomkins 
having  a very  nice  shotv  of  roach,  and  Mr.  Nunn,  sen., 
with  roach.  On  the  12th  inst.  we  had  a very  fine  show 
of  fish  in  the  club  room  ; Mr.  Windier  with  roach  and 
bream;  Mr.  Tomkins  with  some  good  roach  ; Mr.  Nunn, 
with  roach  ; Mr.  Hake  with  roach  ; Mr.  Hill  with  a fine 
show  of  roach,  largest  roach  11b.  7oz.,  and  Mr.  Lambarth, 
jun.,  with  roach.- E.  R.  Esibleton. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  S.E. — At  our  weekly  meeting  on 
Wednesday  last,  Mr.  Smith  presided.  The  final  details 
for  our  first  outing  for  the  silver  cup  were  arranged,  it 
being  decided  to  go  on  the  26th  inst.  to  Chertsey, 
8.45  a.m.  train  from  Waterloo.  Roach  only  over  Jib.  to 
be  recorded.  Every  member  competing  must  first 
obtain  a shilling  ticket,  to  be  had  at  the  clubhouse  at 
any  time  up  till  Saturday  evening,  and  we  hope  by  this 
means  to  raise  a large  amount  to  benefit  river  preser- 
vation. Members  are  reminded  of  the  visit  to  the 
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Seooml  Surrey  on  Monday  next,  and  are  requested  to 
turn  up  in  force.  An  important  meeting  will  take  place 
next  week  to  arrange  for  our  Christmas  outing.  JJ. 

^Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society,  Princess  of 
Wales,  South-street,  Walworth.— Several  of  the  mem- 
bers fished  at  St.  Margaret’s  on  the  10th  mst.,  but 
owing  to  the  wretched  weather  no  prizes  were  taken. 
Tho  reniaiiiing'  prizes  will  bo  fished  for  on  the  2l>th  inst, 

— F.  Harman.  . . , x i i i, 

Battersea  United  Piscatorials,  Lord  Eanelagh, 
Verona-street,  S.W.— On  the  22nd  inst.  we  had  a full 
meeting  ; Mr.  E.  Wilson  in  the  chair.  It  was  proposed 
and  carried  that  we  fish  a punt  match  at  Staines  tor 
three  prizes  on  Nov.  215.  Mr.  E.  Wilson  weighed-in  a 
nice  take  of  chub  on  15th  inst.,  171b.  13Joz.  A.  Trow- 
Bermondsey Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermondsey-street. — On  tlie  Ibth  inst.  Mr.  \\al 
Robins  weighed-in  8^1b.  of  roach  and  dace  from  Rich- 
mond. Mr.  Remington  and  our  host,  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd, 
paid  a visit  to  the  Norfolk  Broads  on  the  10th  and  20th, 
and  in  spite  of  most  unfavourable  weather,  returned 
with  a fair  take  of  pike,  the  largest  fish,  14Jlb.,  falling 
to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Remington,  and  the  next  two,  91b.  lloz 
and  8ilb.,  to  Mr.  Shepherd.  They  also  bad  several 
other  fish  from  41b.  to  711).— total  gross,  571b.  The  com- 
petition for  the  November  series  of  prizes  will  take 
place  on  the  2(5th  ; place  and  conditions  to  be  decided 
on  the  23rd.— A.  Conn.  . 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street.  — I wish  to  remind  members  not 
present  last  Wednesday  that  our  match  for  November 
takes  place  on  Nov.  2(5  at  Reading.  All  to  leave  by  8.30 
train  from  Waterloo,  and  return  by  the  7.45.  Con- 
ditions ; All  to  fish  in  the  Thames ; towpath  only. 
Referee  and  starter,  Mr.  Merrygold.  The  next  visit  on 
the  Anglers’  Association  will  take  place  at  this  society. 
For  date  see  next  week’s  report  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
There  has  just  been  added  to  our  club-room  one  of  the 
finest  cases  of  Thames  trout  to  be  seen  in  England. 
Those  who  care  to  see  them  should  call  at  our  club- 
house, when  they  will  be  welcomed.— J.  Foster. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society.  — 
Nov.  19  was  a blank,  the  weather  being  so  bad.  I have 
some  tickets  for  Mr.  John  Ayrey’s  concert,  which  will 
take  place  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  28.  The  Christmas  outing 
list  will  close  on  Dec.  (5,  when  all  moneys  must  be  paid 
in.  Honorary  members  can  enter  in  the  sweepstake  if 
they  wish  to.  On  Wednesday  we  elected  our  worthy 
host  as  a member. — T.  Brown.  „ x,  -.r. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.  — On  Dec.  10  an 
outing  will  take  place  to  Shiiilake  lor  Christmas  prizes. 
We  shall  be  pleased  to  see  members  on  Wednesday  next 
in  reference  to  same. — J.  H. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D Oyley  Arms, 
Marlborough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.— A number  of  our 
members  and  their  friends  have  been  on  a fishing  excur- 
sion to-day.  The  sample  of  fish  caught  was  very  good, 
but  the  individual  takes  were  rather  small.  Mr.  Brown 
had  a little  over  101b.  of  roach,  dace,  and  grayling  ; Mr. 
Brook  came  next  with  Ojlb.  of  roach  and  dace,  and  a nice 
grayling  of  lib.  Mr.  J.  Hall  reported  catching  a salmon 
about  151b.,  which  was  returned  ; he  also  had  a very 
nice  perch  over  Hlb.  Messrs.  Goodwin,  Cowper,  Briggs, 
Avis,  and  others  had  some  nice  roach,  dace,  and  perch. 

H It 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  VI.,  King  Ed  ward-street,  Liverpool-road.— On 
Wednesday  last  we  had  our  first  pegged-down  match  at 
Ware  for  our  first  Wednesday’s  annual  subscription  medal 
and  other  prizes,  the  result  being  Mr.  Horley  winning  the 
medal,  beating  Mr.  Maynard  by  ioz.  I also  wish  to 
remind  absent  members  that  we  have  some  Christmas 
prizes  to  be  fished  for,  so  I hope  they  will  attend  on 
Wednesday,  the  29th,  to  arrange  when  to  fish  for  same. 
— H.  Tame.  „ ■ j. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley.  — Since  my  last  report,  the  following 
members  weighed-in  : Mr.  B.  Bissell,  roach  ; Mr.  W . 
Short,  bream;  Mr.  N.  Lees,  iun.,jack.  I wish  to  inform 
our  absent  members  that  we  fish  for  our  Christmas 
prizes  on  Dec.  3 (limited  waters)  ; Lea,  Stort,  and 
Ohelmer  ; roving ; one  rod  only.  All  sizeable  fish  to 
weigh.— J.  Watkins. 

Central  Visiting  List.— The  return  visit  on  this 
list  to  the  Crown  and  BucklandUnited,  Middlesex  Arms, 
Clerkenwell  Green,  on  Monday  last,  was  a great  success. 
I am  pleased  to  record  that  twenty-five  societies  were 
well  represented.  Some  excellent  singing  was  given, 
and  under  the  direction  of  the  chairman,  Mr.  Funnell, 
all  went  merrily.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Funny 
Folks;  the  date  will  be  announced  later.— Charley 
Watling.  _ . „ . 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  Angling 
Society.— The  next  Anglers’  Association  visit.  No.  2, 
Eastern,  will  be  to  this  society,  on  Monday  next,  Nov.  27. 
Any  society  not  having  received  notice  please  to  accept 
this  as  an  invitation.  All  anglers  and  friends  will  be  made 
very  welcome.  The  benefit  for  the  widow  of  our  lare 
member,  Mr.  Comley,  will  be  at  our  clubhouse,  on 
Monday,  Dec.  4. — Cas.  , .x  , ,x.  - - 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List.— The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  be  to  the  Funny 
Folks  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Rose  and  Crown, 
Goswell-road  (Mr.  Eldridge’s),  on  Monday,  Dec.  4,  and 
they  deserve  a good  meeting. — F.  Castell. 

Copenhagen  Angling  Society,  Copenhagen, 
York-road.- On  the  19th  inst.  Mr.  Baker  weighed-m  a 
nice  show  of  roach  from  Uxbridge.  Our  club  has  granted 
10a.  fid.  to  the  Anglers’  Preservation  Fund,  which  has 
been  forwarded  to  Mr.  Ghurney.  We  have  a friendly 
gathering  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Arthur  Guthridge,  who 


has  bad  groat  trouble  in  his  family,  also  a death.  He 
being  one  of  the  best  to  support  others,  I hope  brother 
anglers  will  rally  round  him  on  Dec.  9,  which  is  the  date 
set  apart  for  his  benefit,  and  all  who  attend  will  receive 
a hearty  welcome. — B.  Pitts. 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Piscatorial, 
Society,  Middlesex  Arms,  34,  Clerken well-green. 

Our  return  visit  on  the  Central  list  took  place  on  Tues- 
day last,  and  was  a great  success.  Mr.  C.  Funnell 
occupied  the  chair  ; Mr,  F.  Simpson  presided  at  the 
piano.  The  following  twenty-five  clubs  responded  to 
the  roll  call  : Amicable  Waltonian,  Anglers’  Pride, 

Anchor  and  Hope,  Barbican,  Bermondsey  Brothers, 
Blackfriars,  Bloomsbury  Brothers,  Burton,  Convivial 
Eustonian,  Funny  Folks.  Great  Northern,  Gresham 
Izaak  Walton,  Islington  Brothers,  Lincoln,  North 
London,  Original  Clerkenwell,  Peckham  Brothers, 
Patriotic,  Royal  George,  Seymour  Brothers,  St.  John’s 
St.  Luke’s,  and  Wenlock.  The  following  contributed 
the  harmony  : Messrs.  C.  Funnell,  Norris,  Bagshaw,  G, 
Godfrey,  Gibbons,  Harbud,  Martin,  De  Joye,  Thorling 
Welshaw,  Dick  Sandow,  Sparrow,  Weaver,  Franklin, 

A,  T.  Bur  wash,  and  Comley,  Our  half-yearly  supper 
will  take  place  on  next  Wednesday, — W,  H,  Bdrwash, 
Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston,— On  the  19th  inst,  Mr,  H. 
Poore  saved  us  again  from  a blank  with  some  nice 
roach  and  dace.  In  consequence  of  the  inclement 
weather  none  of  the  prizes  left  over  from  the  12th 
were  taken  ; the  remainder  will  be  competed  for  on  the 
26th,  under  the  same  conditions  as  on  the  19th.  I am 
very  pleased  to  state  that  my  members  voted  10s.  for 
Mrs.  Giffin,  late  of  Burnt  Mill  Lock,  to  help  her  to  pay 
the  fine  of  ,£25  that  she  incurred.  I should  like  to  see 
other  clubs  help  her. — S.  Malbt. 

Eclipse  Angling  Society.— A special  meeting  will 
be  held  on  Wednesday  next  to  arrange  a Christmas 
outing.  All  members  are  requested  to  attend  without 
fail.— F.  Reynolds. 

Epsom  Angling  Society.— The  following  are  the 
various  prizes  and  successful  competitors  up  to  date 
for  best  specimen  fish  : Barbel,  society’s  lOs.,  H. 
Skilton,  21b.  fioz.  ; ditto,  second,  5s.,  E.  W.  Hailes, 
21b.  5oz. ; F.  W.  Coles  (special)  10s.  fid.,  E.  W.  Hailes, 
21b!  7ioz.  Bream,  society’s  10s.,  J.  A.  Buoknill,  21b.  8oz.  ; 
ditto,  second,  5s.,  T.  Howell,  11b.  13ioz.  ; G.  White 
(special)  10s.  fid.,  not  weighed-in  for.  Carp,  society’s  10s., 
H.  Vickery,  21b.  fioz.  ; ditto,  second,  5s.,  G.  Miles, 

21b  tOZ.  Chub,  society’s  10s.,  G.  Miles,  31b.  2|oz.  ; ditto, 

second,  5s.,  W.  Holt,  lib.  ioz.  ; C.  M.  Woodford  (spe- 
cial) 10s.  fid.,  not  weighed-in  for.  Dace,  society’s  10s., 

E W.  Hailes,  lUoz.  ; ditto,  second,  5s.,  E.  W.  Hailes, 
lOioz. ; E.  B.  Ta'y  (special)  10s.  fid.,  H.  Vickery,  7|oz. 
Gudgeon,  J.  A.  Bucknill  (special)  lOs.  fid.,  W.  Skilton, 
lioz.  Jack,  society’s  lOs.,  B.  W.  Hailes,  31b.  2oz.  ; ditto, 
second,  5s.,  C.  M.  Woodford,  31b.  Ifoz. ; P.  Ralli 
(special)  lOs.  fid.  ; and  J.  R.  Richardson,  a jack 
rod,  neither  weighed-in  for  yet.  Perch,  society’s  10s., 

C M.  Woodford,  9foz.  ; ditto,  second,  5s.,  W.  Sim- 
mons, 9^oz.  ; P.  Ralli  (special)  10s.  fid.,  riot  yet  weighed- 
in  for.  Roach,  society’s  10s.,  E.  W.  Hailes,  Iflb. ; ditto, 
second,  5s.,  E.  W.  Hailes,  lib.  5ioz. ; F.  W.  Coles 
(special)  lOs.  fid.,  J.  R.  Harding,  lib.  2|oz. ; E.  B.  Jay 
(special)  10s.  fid  , W.  Dix,  15oz.  Tench,  society’s  10s., 
J.  A.  Bucknill,  13ioz.  ; ditto,  second,  5oz.,  not  weighed- 
iii  for.  Trout,  society’s  10s.,  W.  Simmons,  lib.  4|oz.  ; 
ditto,  second,  5s  , not  weighed-in  for.  We  have  also  just 
started  the  president’s  “novice’s”  prize.  First,  lOs.  ; 
second,  7s.  ; and  third,  4s.  At  our  meeting  to  be  held 
on  4th  prox.,  vice-president  C.  M.  Woodford  will  read  a 
paper,  entitled  the  “The  Trader’s  Yarn ; or,  a Tale  of 
the  South  Seas  ” Th  president,  F.  W.  Coles,  will  take 
the  chair.  Our  London  friends  will  be  made  very 
welcome.  Train  leaves  Waterloo  7.38  p.m.,  returning 
from  here  at  11.7  p.m. — E.  W.  Hailes. 

Eustonian  Angling  Society,  Silver  Cup,  Cromer- 
street,  Gray’s-inn-road.— Several  members  of  the  above 
fished  at  Woking  on  the  19th  inst.,  but  no  fish  were 
taken.  The  match  will  consequently  be  continued  on 
the  2fith  inst.,  at  Maidenhead,  when  we  hope  to  have 
better  sport. — C.  Abbott. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials.— Mr.  Minsbam  weighed- 
in  roach  on  Saturday  last.  At  our  weekly  meeting  it 
was  decided  to  fish  a match  at  Maldon  (association 
water)  on  Dec.  3 (roving)  ; two  rods  ; jack  barred.  To 
go  down  last  train  Saturday  night,  or  members  can  go 
on  the  morning  if  unable  to  go  Saturday  night.  Three 
prizes,  ^1  Is.,  lOs.  fid.,  7s.  fid.  ; six  to  go  or  no  match. 
On  Saturday,  Dec.  9,  there  will  be  a match  at  the  same 
place  under  precisely  similar  conditions  for  similar 
prizes.  Both  matches  are  open  to  all  members.  In  the 
Saturday  match  members  can  go  down  by  t'.e  last  train 
Friday  night  or  Saturday  morning.  Members  going  on 
the  morning  must  report  themselves  before  commencing 
fishing.  It  was  arranged  to  hold  a smoking  concert  at 
an  early  date.  Will  members  attend  next  Wednesday  to 
make  arrangements. — W.J.  Talbot. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon.road, 
N. — We  were  saved  from  a blank  on  the  19th  inst.  by 
Mr.  Stebbings,  with  51b.  4oz.  of  roach.  I beg  to  inform 
members  that  Monday,  Dec.  4,  will  be  quarterly  night, 
when  I hope  to  see  a good  muster. — A.  P. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Foley-street. — The  members  of  ours  who  went  out  on  the 
19th  inst.  had  a very  rough  time  of  it.  Only  two  weighed- 
in,  viz  , Messrs.  Bailey  (roach  and  dace)  and  Brewer 
(roach).  Others  did  not  get  up  in  time  to  weigh.  On 
Tuesday  next  our  second  social  evening  will  take  place, 
and  we  shall  be  glad  to  see  as  many  members  and  friends 
as  can  make  it  convenient  to  attend. — John  Goatley. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch. — Several  of  the  members 
fished  at  Ware  on  the  19  th  for  the  Christmas  prizes  ; 


but  the  weather  was  so  severe  not  a fish  was  taken.  On 
the  21st  there  was  a fair  attendance  of  members,  who 
decided  to  fish  at  Cheshunt  on  the  2fith,  and  I hope  with 
better  success.  All  start  by  9 o’clock  train.  £l  Is. 
was  voted  to  Mrs.  Giffcn,  of  Burnt  Mill,  who  has  been 
very  unfortunate  in  business.  I hope  anglers  will 
support  the  case  as  it  is  well  worthy  of  their  considera- 
tion.—R.  Murphy. 

Grange  Angling  Society,  The  Earl  Derby, 
Grange-road,  S.E. — On  Thursday  last  four  of  our  mem- 
bers and  a friend  had  the  finest  catch  of  roach  and  dace 
—viz.,  .501b.  4joz.— from  the  Thames  this  year,  the  fish 
making  quite  a picture  when  laid  out  on  the  trays.  The 
respective  weight  of  each  member’s  catch  was  as 
follows : — Mr.  C.  Green,  91b.  12|oz.  ; Mr.  E.  Ryder, 
81b.  81oz. ; Mr.  E.  Wright,  filb.  ioz.  ; Mr.  J.  Haigh, 
131b.  14toz.  Members  are  reminded  that  the  next 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  Dec.  7,  when  the  com- 
mittee hope  to  see  a good  muster. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Castle  Inn, 
Leyton-road,  Stratford  Eew  Town.— In  consequence  of 
the  bad  weather  on  the  19 th,  the  match  did  not  take 
place  as  arranged,  but  will  take  place  on  the  2fith  inst, 

All  to  leave  Stratford  by  the  7.35  a.m.  Conditions  to 
be  the  same  (bar  weather).— G.  F.  Weaver. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— At  the  ordinary 
weekly  meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  the  chair  was  occupied 
by  Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley.  An  entertainment  committee  was 
appointed  to  piepare  a programme  of  papers,  competi- 
tions, concerts,  &c,,  for  the  first  half  of  the  year  1894, 
and  the  secretary  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  any  members 
who  will  assist,  more  particularly  in  the  reading  of 
papers.  The  chairman  in  a feeling  manner  alluded  to 
the  sad  death  of  one  of  our  members,  Mr.  H.  Richardson 
of  Finsbury-pavement,  and  also  to  the  great  loss  sus- 
tained by  two  other  members,  Mr.  Goff  and  Mr.  Short, 
by  the  disastrous  fire  at  the  Old  Bailey.  Mr.  Harry 
Panton  brought  up  seven  roach  taken  from  the  society’s 
water  at  Mitcham  in  two  hours,  and  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  re- 
ported having  taken  seven  roach  there  in  one  hour.  Mr. 
Zerfass  weighed-in  a very  fine  lot  of  roach  from  the 
Avon,  two  best  fish,  11b.  -5oz.  and  11b.  4oz.,  also  a nice 
pike  of  101b.  lljoz.  The  secretary  laid  before  the 
meeting  an  agreement  for  renting  the  right  of  fishing 
in  a mile  of  water  at  Colnbrook,  which  had  been  com- 
pleted. Mr.  Parker  and  Mr.  Dyer  reported  having 
taken  about  91b.  of  whiting  each,  at  Deal,  last  Satur- 
day. A new  member  was  proposed.  Dr.  Brunton  gave 
a very  interesting  description  of  fishing  in  Highland 
lochs  many  years  ago,  for  which  a vote  of  thanks  was 
given  him.  On  Tuesday  next  a pike  competition  will 
take  place  for  three  prizes.  No  fish  under  51b.  to 
count.  The  best  fish  to  take  the  first  prize,  and  so  on. 
May  be  taken  in  any  water. — James  Tayler. 

Havelock  Angling  Society,  The  Good  Intent, 
Mowlem-street,  Bishop  s-road,  Cambridge  Heath.— On 
Dee.  3 we  fish  a match  for  four  prizes  at  Chertsey  (the 
stretch  of  water  to  be  from  Laleham  Ferry  to  Penton 
Hook,  meadow  side).  One  rot  only  ; all  members  to  go 
from  Waterloo  by  8.45  train,  and  meet  at  Lalenam 
Perry  before  commencing  to  fish  ; cease  fishing  at  4.30  ; 
all  fish  to  be  shown  at  the  end  of  competition.— W. 
Young. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society.  — Very  tew 
members  ventured  out  on  the  19th  insi.  Our  match 
starts  on  the  26th  for  Christmas  prizes.  Members 
wishing  to  make  themselves  clear  on  the  books  to 
become  eligible  to  fish  for  Christmas  prizes  may  do  so 
by  attending  the  club  on  Saturday  night.  The  secre- 
tary will  be  present.  Start  fishing  at  9..30  ; members 
to  get  out  at  Rye  House  and  return  from  Rye  House. 
Leave  off  fishing  at  4.30. — C.  T.  Russell. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  the 
19th  inst.,  in  consequence  of  the  severe  weather,  we  had 
no  fish  shown  in  our  club-room.  The  members  will  fish 
for  their  Christmas  prizes  on  the  2(5th  inst.  in  the  Lang- 
ford waters.  Train  leaves  Liverpool-street  Station  at 
8.25  • change  carriages  at  Witham. — R.  Ghurney. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — On  tne  19th  inst.  a few 
of  our  members  ventured  out,  but  had  very  little  sport. 
J.  H.  Herbert  sho wed  dace , saving  the  club  from  a blank . 
On  Tuesday  the  auditors  gave  in  their  report,  and  found 
everything  satisfactory.  It  was  also  arranged  that  a 
special  meeting  be  called  for  Tuesday,  Nov.  28,  to 
arrange  the  half-yearly  supper.— J.  H.  Herbebt. 

Izaak  "Walton  Angling  Society.— Tne  half-yearly 
distribution  of  special  prizes  took  place  on  Wednesday 
evening  last,  the  22nd  inst.,  Mr.  T.  Goodwins  occupied 
the  chair;  Mr.  W.  W.  Worcester  the  vice-chair.  As 
usual  on  ’like  occasions,  the  members  indulged  in  a 
supper,  which  was  served  in  a very  nice  manner  by  our 
worthy  hostess,  Mrs.  Rogers.  The  prizes  presented  were 
numerous  and  valuable,  and  a very  liberal  list  of  prizes 
was  promised,  to  be  fished  for  during  the  remainder  of 
the  season.  Following  this  the  members  and  friends 
went  in  for  harmony,  which  was  kept  up  until  the  time 
for  closing.  Mr.  G.  Nunn  kindly  officiated  at  the 
pianoforte.  As  previously  announced,  the  members 
will  compete  for  four  special  prizes  on  the  26th  inst. ; 
particulars  can  be  had  at  the  clubhouse.  H.  B. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Fentonville.— On  the  19th  inst.  only  a few 
members  were  out,  Mr.  Griffiths  having  a few  roach  and 
dace.  Wednesday  next  will  be  quarterly  night,  when  1 
hope  to  see  a good  muster  of  members.— W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.— At  our  last 
week’s  meeting  one  new  member  was  duly  elected.  We 
are  anxious  to  introduce  grayling  into  our  Kuowsley 
water,  s^me  of  the  members  believing  they  would  do 
well,  but  the  price  quoted  by  breeders,  in  addition  to 
the  heavy  charge  for  carriage,  proves  prohibitive, 
especially  as  we  have  incurred  considerable  liabilities  for 
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trout  and  coarse  fish.  But  perhaps  one  or  more  of  our  able 
and  willingmemberswillcome  forward  and  fill  the  breach. 
It  would  be  a fine  performance  if  we  were  able  to  intro- 
duce grayling  into  a water  within  easy  distance  of  the 
city.  have  been  the  pioneers  in  introducing  trout- 
stocking,  an  example  which  ha.s  been  followed  by  many 
owners  of  fishable  waters  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  it 
would  be  a crowning  of  the  edifice  if  we  showed  the  way 
in  respect  to  grayling.  I for  one  do  not  desnair  in  this 
direction.  I see  by  reports  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  and 
other  papers  that  in  many  matches  and  competitions  all 
fish,  big  and  little,  are  retained,  and  either  counted  in 
or  weighed.  Surely  in  these  advanced  times  this  is  a 
serious  reflection  on  those  who  sanction  such  unsports- 
manlike doings,  and  I do  not  think  they  ought  to  be 
reported.  How  can  you  have  a stock  of  big  fish  if  you 
destroy  the  little  onesr— R.  Woolfall. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Railway  Tavern,  King 
Henry’s  Walk. — We  had  a bad  meeting  on  Tuesday, 
but  hope  the  members  will  show  up  on  Tuesday  next  to 
arrange  for  Christmas  prizes,  of  which  there  are  a great 
number,  as  well  as  other  prizes  to  be  arranged  for.-- 
Jno.  Comber. 

North  London  Angling  Club,  Tap  House,  Hollo- 
way-road,  N. — On  the  l!<th  inst.  none  of  the  members  of 
the  above  went  out,  so  that  I have  to  record  another 
lilank.  On  Monday,  Dec.  4,  we  have  a smoking  concert 
and  reading  by  our  president,  Mr.  G.  Hoyle,  which  will 
be  described  from  scenes  thrown  from  the  lantern.  The 
said  smoker  and  reading  is  in  aid  of  the  Anglers’  Benevo- 
lent Society.  Programmes  will  be  sent  round  to  the 
different  clubs,  when  I hope  they  will  respond  to  the 
invitation. — H.  Stretch. 

Paper  Readings  Society.— On  Friday,  Dec.  1,  a 
pleasant  and  instructive  evening  is  in  store  for  those 
visitingiThe  Citizen,  70,  Houndsditch,  the  headquarters 
of  the  above  society.  The  occasion  is  a paper  by  Mr.  G. 
Hoyle,  entitled  “ Two  Rivers  of  the  West,”  which  will 
be  illustrated  by  dissolving  views.  The  chair  will  be 
taken  by  Mr.  H.  J.  Tibbatts,  and  all  anglers  will 
receive  a cordial  welcome  from  members  of  the  above 
society.  Mr.  Hoyle  will  lecture  at  the  North  London 
Angling  Club,  on  Monday,  Dec.  4,  the  proceedings 
having  been  organised  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society.— A.  R.  Matthews. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — A few  of  our  member’s  were  out  on  the 
12th  inst.,  but  only  one  member  had  fish— Mr.  Bell,  jack. 
The  return  visit  takes  place  on  Monday  next,  27th,  Mr. 
Wood,  chairman;  Mr.  Owen,  vice-chairman. — W. 
Skeggs. 

Penge  Angling  Society,  The  Lord  Palmerston, 
Maple-road,  Penge,  S.E.— On  the  19th  inst.  Mr.  Menear 
saved  ns  from  a blank  by  weighing  in  roach  from 
Amberley.  On  the  22nd,  Mr.  Sherwood  weighed-in  two 
very  nice  jack  from  private  water.  1 beg  to  inform 
members  that  we  have  five  prizes  to  fish  for  up  to 
Dec.  31,  1893.— W.  F.  Field. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancra.s- 
road.  N.W. — On  the  19th  inst.  we  were  saved  a blank 
by  Mr.  Heelas,  who  had  a few  roach  and  dace,  thereby 
securing  Mr.  Wicks’s  prize  of  10s.  fid.  Our  worthy  host 
(Mr.  B.  F.  Forster)  has  promised  three  guineas  towards 
a silver  challenge  cup,  to  be  angled  for  not  only  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Phcenix,  but  open  to  all  clubs.  The  entrance 
fee  will  be  fid.,  which  will  be  divided  into  money  prizes  as 
the  committee  may  ai-range.  Any  other  moneys  forth- 
coming will  supplement  the  cup.  It  is  hoped  that  any 
angling  club  interested  in  the  event  will  send  one  or  two 
members  to  serve  as  committeemen  and  make  the 
required  arrangements.  The  said  competition  for  one 
day  only. — H.  W.  Morgan. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road.— On  the  19th  inst.  Mr. 
H.  Mitchell  saved  the  club  from  a blank  with  one  chub, 
from  the  Thames.  I hope  members  and  friends  will 
attend  early  on  Tuesday.  Supper  will  be  ready  at  8 30 
for  9.  Members  please  note  that  the  silver  cup  given  by 
Mr.  Mitchell  is  for  the  gross  weight  of  all  fish  taken 
during  December. — E.  Ptne. 

Prince  Arthur  Piscatorials,  Prince  Arthur, 
Golbnrne-road. — Several  of  our  members  were  out  on 
the  19th  inst..  but  sport  seems  very  bad,  and  it  seems 
likely  to  continue  till  we  get  a rush  of  water  down  the 
rivers.  I hope  members  will  not  forget  the  concert  on 
behalf  of  Mr.  French,  for  his  noble  act  in  saving  a 
brother  angler  from  drowning  at  Langley. — J.  Harris. 

Prince  of  'Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
■Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — Owing  to  the 
exceptional  weather  on  the  19th  inst.,  I have  to  record 
the  first  blank  this  season.  On  Monday  evening  the 
question  of  our  annual  Christmas  outing  was  raised,  and 
a small  committee  was  formed.  Several  prizes  were 
promised  ; and,  given  fine  weather  on  Dec.  17,  when  it 
IS  proposed  to  fish  for  them,  we  hope  to  beat  last 
year’s  record.  I hope  anglers  will  not  forget  our  con- 
cert on  Monday  next. — W.  B. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials,  Queen’s  Arms,  Lv,  Chapel- 
street,  N.W. — Nov.  19,  match  at  Uxbridge,  only  one 
prize  taken,  viz.,  Mr.  Lewis,  with  chub.  Nov.  23,  Mr. 
Norris  weighed-in  a few  nice  roach.  Dec.  2,  third 
smoking  concert  of  the  season  will  take  place. — W.  H. 
Robert.s. 

Rodney  Piscatorials,  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales, 
Kinglake-street,  Old  Kent-road.— Our  next  monthly 
outing  will  take  place  on  the  26th  inst.  at  Langford. 
Train  leaves  Liverpool-street  8.25  a.m.,  when  I hope  to 
see  a good  muster.  Only  two  of  our  members  were  out  on 
Sunday  last.  1 am  pleased  to  say  they  returned  with 
a few  fish,  as  follows  : Messrs.  J.  Wigley,  G.  Shannan, 
dace. — F.  T.  Lamberton. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho.— On  the  19th  inst.  several  of  our 


members  were  out,  but  only  the  following  weighed-in  ; 
Messrs.  Richards,  Shaw,  jun.,  and  Vaughan.  On  the  22nd 
inst.  we  thoroughly  thrashed  out  an  old  sore  that  has 
been  standing  on  for  some  time  past,  and  came  to  a 
proper  understanding.  Members  will  greatly  oblige  by 
attending  next  meeting  night,  as  business  most  important 
will  be  transacted. — J.  Gibbons. 

St.  John’s  Angling  Society,  Empress  of  Russia, 
St.  John-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — In  consequence  of 
the  terrible  weather  of  the  19th  inst.,  I have  to  report  a 
blank,  but  as  we  have  three  prizes  for  the  26th,  members 
may  go  where  they  please.  I hope  to  be  able  to  make 
a better  report  next  wee’x. — F.  Thorling. 

St.  Thomas’s  Angling  Society,  Waterman’s  Arms, 
Paris-street,  Lambeth,  S.E. — Mr.  W.  Stone’s  roach, 
21b.  2|oz.,  as  stated  by  mo  in  my  report  last  week, 
should  have  been  21b.  3jOz.,  and  the  bream,  instead  of 
3|lb.  should  be  31b.  The  error  was  caused  through  my 
misreading  the  figures.  The  members  did  not  fish  last 
Sunday,  so  the  remaining  prizes  are  still  left  open. — G. 
Morton. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society.— Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth.  — The  weather  being  so 
boisterous  and  severe  on  the  19th,  neither  of  the 
members  ventured  out  fishing.  On  Monday  next,  27th, 
the  visit  on  the  S.L.U.V.  List  will  be  paid  to  this  club, 
when  I trust  the  members  of  the  {various  clubs  enrolled 
on  the  list  will  (with  their  friends)  give  us  a bumper. 
The  clubhouse  is  only  one  minute’s  walk  from  the 
Westminster  Bridge  tramways. — J.  Wright. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Nevill  Arms,  Nevill- 
road.  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  Wednesday  evening 
last,  Nov.  22,  our  club-room  was  well  filled  by  an 
appreciative  audience,  the  occasion  being  a lecture  by 
our  president,  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine,  on  “ Recollections  of 
Thames  Fishing  Fifty  Years  Ago.”  That  it  was  a success 
goes  without  saying,  and  those  who  journeyed  long 
distances  on  a bitterly  cold  night  were  amply  rewarded. 
I trust  members  will  show  up  well  on  Wednesday  next  for 
special  business.  Our  next  outing  takes  place  at  Shep- 
perton,  Dec.  3 and  4,  when  I hope  to  see  a large  majority 
of  the  members  turn  up. — J.  Laming. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  Grafton-street,  N.W. —The  meeting  to  settle  the 
conditions  of  the  Christmas  prizes  will  take  place  on  Wed- 
nesday next,  the  29th  inst.,  at  nine  sharp,  when  I hope 
to  see  a good  muster,  the  meeting  last  'Wednesday 
having  been  unavoidably  postponed.  Members  must  be 
clear  on  the  books  to  enable  them  to  participate. — C.  B. 
Lumby. 

Silver  Trout  j.\ngling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — Several  of  our  members 
started  off  last  Saturday,  but  the  weather  proved  so 
bad  that  fishing  was  out  of  the  question,  and  in  conse- 
quence we  had  the  first  blank  that  we  have  had  for  a 
long  time. — Pelican. 

Slough  and  Langley  Angling  Society,  Dolphin 
Hotel,  Slough.— Our  competition  took  place  on  the  19th, 
when  seventeen  members  competed.  It  was  a very 
severe  day  ; a strong  gale  from  the  north-east,  with 
blinding  snowstorms.  I am  sorry  to  say  none  of  the 
prizes  were  taken.  The  competition  will  take  place 
again  on  the  26th  inst.,  at  the  same  place  and  con- 
ditions, when  it  is  hoped  the  weather  will  be  more 
favourable. — R.  Jenkins. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society.  — Hope, 
Pollard-row,  E. — The  members  of  the  above  were  out 
on  the  19th  inst.,  but  met  with  poor  success.  We  fish 
for  Christmas  prizes  on  Dec.  3.  I should  very  much 
like  to  see  some  of  the  old  faces  show  up  on  meeting 
nights. — T.  Sayce. 

South  London  United  Anglers  "Visiting  List.— 

The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  be  to  the  Second  Surrey, 
held  at  the  Spread  Eagle,  Stangate-street,  Lambeth, 
on  Monday,  the  27th.  Mr.  J.  Wright,  the  energetic 
vice-president  of  the  list,  is  secretary  of  this  society, 
and  I trust  the  other  society  will  pay  him  the  com- 
pliment he  deserves  and  turn  up  in  full  force. — A. 
Conn. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith.— Several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  the  19th  inst.,  but  it  rested  with  Mr.  Car- 
penter to  save  us  from  a blank  with  a show  of  chub. 
A roving  match  takes  place  on  the  26th  inst.  at  Byfleet, 
for  the  usual  club  prizes,  and  a prize  for  the  best 
specimen  fish  t iken,  given  by  Mr.  Harwood.  Members 
to  start  by  first  or  subsequent  trains  on  the  morning. — 
H.  Reaves. 

"Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  'Vauxhall  Cross.— Some  of  ours  were  out  on 
the  19tb,  but  met  with  very  indifferent  sp  rt  on  account 
of  the  weather.  Our  usual  weekly  meeting  took  place 
on  Tuesday  last,  with  a poor  attendance,  Blr.  Pain  in  the 
chair  pro  tern.  We  have  several  good  prizes  on  hand 
for  our  Christmas  outing,  and  more  to  follow.  Members 
wishing  to  compete  are  requested  to  be  in  attendance 
on  Tuesday  next,  as  the  final  arrangements  take  place. 
— H.  C. 

Walbam  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 

Odell  Arms,  Limerston-street,  S.W. — The  members  of 
the  above  held  their  usual  weekly  meeting  on  Wednes- 
day evening  last,  Mr.  G.  Powe  presiding.  The  minutes 
of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed,  and 
general  business  transacted.  1 would  remind  members 
that  the  club’s  annual  Christmas  prizes  will  be  fished 
for  on  Dec.  17,  and  members  wishing  to  take  part  will 
greatly  oblige  by  attending  on  Wednesday  next,  or  by 
sending  in  their  names  to  the  secretary  not  later  than 
the  fith  proximo. — E.  Sdtehall. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers’  Arms, 
Arlingtou-street,  New  North-road.— On  the  19th  inst. 
Mr.  Edwards  had  a nice  show  of  roach,  largest  fish,  11b. 
thus  saving  us  from  having  a blank.  On  the  26th  inst. 


we  have  a match  at  Windsor,  roving,  for  three  prize*. 
I hope  members  will  attend  for  election  of  auditors. — 


W.  M. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 

and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Some  of  our 
members  were  out  on  the  19th  inst.,  but  the  weather 
was  so  bad  that  only  one  of  our  members  returned  with 
any  fish — Mr.  F.  Homer  saved  us  from  a blank  with 
roach. — R.  Lowther. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — Members  are  requested  to  note  that  our 
quarterly  meeting  will  take  place  on  Dec.  7,  when  sub- 
scriptions become  due.  Mr.  Elsmore  weighed-in  on  the 
19th  inst.  a pike  of  41b.  13oz.,  a roach,  11b.  3oz. ; also 
191b.  13oz.  of  roach. — J.  J.  Hunter. 

Westminster  Angling  Society. — On  the  19th 
inst.  five  members  of  the  Westminster  and  one  from  the 
Horseferry  clubs  went  to  Kingston  to  compete  for  the 
Westminster  Times  prize,  but  owing  to  the  bad  state  of 
weather  nothing  was  done.  On  their  return  to  the 
Westminster  clubhouse  it  was  decided  to  adjourn  it  till 
the  2fith  inst.  on  the  same  terms.  On  Tuesday  a fair 
muster  attended  at  the  Windsor  Castle,  Francis-street. 
After  making  one  new  member,  the  usual  business 
having  been  disposed  of,  the  meeting  adjourned. — J.  G. 


TABLE  SHOWING  WHAT  MONTHS  FISH  ARE 
OUT  OF  SEASON. 

(The  months  named  are  included.) 


Brill — June  to  Sept.  i 

Carp  — (and  freshwater  ; 
fish  generally  from  Mar.  | 
15  to  June  15)  May  to  July 
Cockles — May  to  August 
Cod — April  to  August  I 

Crabs — October  to  March 
Dabs — Sept,  to  Dec. 

Dace — March  to  .lune 
Flounders- Apr.toSept.  ; 
Grayling — MarchtoJuly  . 
Gurnet— Oct.  to  April 
Haddock — Mar.  and  Apr. 
Herrings — Feb.  to  April 
Lobsters— Oct.  to  March 
Mackerel— J uly  and  Aug. 


Mullet — Aug.  to  March 
Mussels— May  to  August 
Oysters— May  to  August 
Perch — March  to  June 
Pike — March  to  July 
Plaice — Feb.  to  April 
Prawns— Sept,  to  Feb. 
Roach — April  to  June 
Salmon — Oct.  to  January 
Shrimps — June  to  Augu.st 
Skate — Sept,  and  Oct. 
Smelt — June  to  October 
Sprats — Feb.  to  October 
Trout— Oct.  to  February 
Turbot — March  to  May 
Whiting— March  to  May 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  of  new  piscatorial  patents 
are  specially  compiled  for  the  Fishing  Gazette  by  Messrs. 
Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes,  Registered  Patent  Agents, 
and  Attorneys  for  British  and  Foreign  Patents,  Designs, 
and  Trade  Marks,  76,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C., 
with  whom  we  have  made  arrangements  that  inquiries 
respecting  the  protection  of  inventions  will  be  answered 
by  them  free  of  charge  to  our  readers  : 

Applications  for  Patents. 

21,689.  William  Henry  Poster,  of  Hamilton  House, 
Church-street,  Ashbourne,  for  ‘‘An  Im- 
provement in  Fishing  Rod  Handles  and 
* Reel  Fittings  combined.” 

21,695.  William  Henry  Poster,  of  Ashbourne,  for 
‘‘  An  Improvement  in  Artificial  Baits  used 
by  anglers.” 

21,930.  Benjamin  Jowett  and  A’oraham  Jones,  of 
London,  for  “ Improvements  in  or  connected 
with  Reels  for  Fishing  Rods  and  the  like.” 
Patent  Published. 

6090  (1893).  ” Swivels  for  fishing  and  other  pur- 

poses.” Patentee;  Samuel  Bayliss.  The 
swivels  are  formed  from  several  pieces, 
consisting  of  an  outer  sleeve  or  case  made 
of  brass  or  other  metal.  In  the  case  or 
sleeve  are  in>erted  duplicate  pieces  of  metal 
grooved  longitudinally  and  across,  to  con- 
tain two  lengths  of  wire  to  form  the  loops 
of  the  swivel.  These  wires  have  a head 
or  knob  at  one  end,  which  lies  in  the  cross 
grooves  of  the  duplicate  pieces  ; the  wires 
will  pass  along  the  longitudinal  grooves 
and  then  be  bent  or  twisted  to  form  the 
loops  for  attaching  the  swivel  to  the  articles 
with  which  it  is  to  be  used.  The  case,  or 
sleeve,  is  closed  at  each  end  to  fit  the  wires 
held  by  the  duplicate  pieces ; or  a cap, 
pierced  to  the  size  of  the  wires,  may  be 
placed  on  one  or  both  ends  thereof.  When 
the  duplicate  pieces  with  the  knobbed 
wires  within  have  been  placed  in  the  sleeve 
or  case,  and  the  ends  of  case  closed  by 
caps  or  otherwise,  the  pieces  cannot  be 
withdrawn. 


A Boston  lawyer  had  a horse  that  always  stopped 
and  refused  to  cross  a certain  bridge  leading  out  of  the 
city.  No  whipping,  no  urging  would  induce  him  to 
cross  it,  so  he  advertised  him  ; To  be  sold  for  no  other 
reason  than  that  the  owner  wants  to  go  out  of  town.” 


A Free  Exccr.siox  to  the  Co.tST  at  ilii.s  time  of  the  year  would 
bean  acceptable  boon  to  many  a hard-working  man,  but  as  such 
au  instance  is  hardly  likely  to  occur  in  these  dull  times,  the  next 
best  thing  a poor  man  can  do,  instead  of  getting  change  of  air 
and  scene  is  to  purify  his  blood  and  cleanse  his  system  with  a 
few’  doses  of  Holloway’s  Pills.  This  w’onderful  medicine  for 
many  years  has  been  a blessing  to  the  commercial  w’orld,  it  gives 
tone  to  the  system  and  purities  the  blooil,  and  rapidly  increases 
the  strength  of  the  brain.  It  also  cures  indigestion  in  its  most 
advanced  form,  and  in  cases  of  nervous  debilitv  it  is  without  a 
rival. 


I 


( 


I 


AnCiLTNO  in  the  Thaiiios  is  open  to  all,  but  a consider- 
able preliminary  expense  is  necessary  before  the  scene 
of  operations  can  bo  reached,  and  then  sport  is  by  no 
means  a certainty.  For  many  a year  Thames  fishing 
has  been  going  from  bad  to  worse,  principally  because 
of  the  traffic,  steam  traffic  being  understood.  Though 
the  huge  steam  tug,  with  its  long  trail  of  heavily  laden 
barges,  which  together  disturb  the  whole  ot  a narrow 
channel,  bottom  included,  probably  does  the  most 
harm,  it  cannot  be  objected  to  because  the  I©?'" 
timate  trade  of  the  country  is  being  fostered.  Hut 
for  the  fleet  of  steam-launches,  which  seems  to  increase 
in  numbers  every  year,  no  such  extenuating  plea  can  be 
advanced.  The  steam  launch  is  a pleasure  vessel,  and  a 
pity  it  is  that  it  can  so  often  truthfully  be  said  that  the 
pleasure  is  enjoyed  at  the  expense  of  others.  The  steam 
traffic  is  what  causes  the  great  outlays  in  repairing  the 
banks,  for  it  is  their  wash  which  destroys  them  ; and  m 
executing  repairs  the  Conservancy  find  it  expedient  to 
employ  materials  better  calculated  to  resist  the  efliects 
of  wash  than  plain  soil.  But  concrete  and  woodwork  do 
not  foster  the  growth  of  water-plants  that  nourish  the 
food  upon  which  the  fish  feed,  and  so,  the  economy  ot 
nature  being  interfered  with,  the  fish  supply  necessarily 
becomes  less.  Fish-spawn,  and  the  tiny  fry  ot  a 
few  days  or  weeks  old,  are  also  destroyed  by  the  wash, 
and  this  is  how  it  is  that  steam  traffic  is  inimical  to  the 
welfare  of  fish.  In  the  Ehine,  in  spite  of  its  size,  pre- 
cisely the  same  phenomena  are  presenting  themselves 
which  have  so  long  prevailed  in  the  Thames.  It  we 
cannot  abolish  the  evil— and  it  is  certain  that  we  cannot 
—we  may  at  least  do  something  to  mitigate  it,  and  it  is, 
therefore,  satisfactory  to  see  a launch  owner,  convicted 
of  travelling  at  excessive  and  dangerous  speed,  subjected 
to  a fine  of  exemplary  severity.  The  Thames  Conser- 
vancy have  set  themselves  against  the  practice,  so  the 
public  may  be  sure  of  a powerful  supporter  when  a 
flagrant  case  presents  itself.  Orupliic, 


FISH  FOOD. 


Fab  too  little  attention  has  been  paid  to  this  in  the 
past.  It  is  one  of  the  most  important  matters  con- 
nected with  fish  culture,  and  upon  it  depends  the  success 
of  our  endeavours.  There  are  two  classes  of  food, 
natural  and  artificial.  The  natural  food  is  undoubtedly 
the  best,  but  it  is  highly  desirable,  when  a good  stock  of 
fish  is  maintained  in  a pond  or  lake,  to  supplement 
nature  by  supplying  artificial  food.  In  this  way  excel- 
lent results  may  be  easily  obtained.  I am  now  prepared 
to  supply  an  excellent  food,  made  up  in  the  form  of  a 
biscuit,  which  has  been  largely  used  at  the  Solway 
Fishery  with  great  success.  It  has  the  great  advantage 
of  being  equally  useful  for  feeding  dogs  or  poultry  upon, 
and  will  compete  favourably  with  any  biscuit  now  in 
the  market,  and  it  may  be  had  at  17s.  per  cwt.  (subject 
to  fluctuation).  . .... 

Shell-Fish  (Mollusca)  are  a very  important  item  in 
the  successful  cultivation  of  trout,  and  where  they  do 
not  naturally  exist  they  should  be  introduced  into  every 
trout  pond  or  lake.  So  much  importance  is  attached 
to  this  fact  that  special  arrangements  have  been  made 
for  their  cultivation  and  collection.  It  is  now  a well- 
ascertained  fact  that  the  famous  Gillaroo,  and  some 
other  very  fine  natural  breeds  or  varieties  of  trout,  owe 
their  reputation  to  the  food  on  which  they  live,  and  that 
food  has  been  ascertained  to  be  shell-fish.  I have  met 
with  instances  in  which  trout  supplied  from  this  fishery 
have  grown  with  great  rapidity,  and  in  three  years  or 
less  have  attained  a weight  of  about  four  pounds,  and 
these,  on  dissection,  have  been  found  to  be  gorged  with 
shell-fish.  I have  had  the  pleasure  of  introducing  these 
shell-fish  into  many  waters,  and,  being  very  prolific, 
they  have  multiplied  very  rapidly,  thus  forming  a most 
valuable  food  for  the  trout,  and  once  introduced,  the 
rest  may  be  left  to  nature.  They  have  the  strong  recom- 
mendation also  of  being  quite  harmless  to  the  fish, 
which  is  a most  important  feature  in  the  case.  They 
feed  on  the  vegetation  which  ought  to  exist  in  every 

^'^^ese  Mollusca  can  now  be  supplied  at  20s.  per  1000. 

Crustaceans  have  been  found  by  experiment  to 
produce  pink  fleshed  trout,  and  can  now  be  supplied  in 
quantity  at  20s.  per  1000.  The  most  suitable,  known  as 
the  fresh  water  shrimp  {Gatnmarus  pulex),  is  exceed- 
ingly prolific,  and  can  easily  be  bred  in  great  numbers 
when  once  introduced.  Waters  in  which  it  does  not 
occur  should  be  stocked  at  once.— From  Armistead’s 
Solway  (Dumfries)  Fishery  B°port. 


“ Halcyon  ” says  : “ No  one  can  accuse  the  Harro^ 
zate  Angling  Association  of  standing  still.  A special 
neeting  was  held  the  other  day  at  the  secretary’s  house, 
Hr.  K.  Fortune  presiding.  The  principal  business  of 
;he  meeting  was  to  discuss  the  question  of  erecting  a 
ish  hatchery,  the  result  being  that  it  was  decided  to 
jrect  one  forthwith.  A sub-committee  was  elected  to 
?isit  one  or  two  hatcheries  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
;o  carry  out  the  necessary  arrangements.  The  negotia- 
;ions  for  a length  of  the  River  Nidd  were  considered, 
ind  it  was  agreed  that  some  portion  of  the  river  should 
)e  secured  and  re-stocked  from  year  to  year  for  the  use 
>f  the  members.  With  the  object  of  raising  funds  for 
he  hatchery,  re-stocking  and  preservation  purposes,  it 
vas  unanimously  decided  that  a series  of  monthly 
ectures  should  be  held  during  the  winter  months.” 


As  pheasants  seldom,  if  ever,  wander  far  from  their 
coverts,  they  do  not  often  form  part  of  the  sportsman  s 
general  bag.  Early  in  the  season  and  in  the  mornings 
they  may  bo  looked  for  in  turnips  or  other  such  covert 
near  copse-woods  with  some  probability  of  being  fallen 
in  with.  As  they  run  with  great  swiftness  on  being 
disturbed  and  immediately  make  for  shelter,  preferring 
the  use  of  their  legs  to  that  of  their  wings,  they  should 
be  hunted  for  in  a direction  from  the  covert,  not  towards 
it.  When  flushed  on  such  occasions  our  experience  has 
been  that  they  fly  horizontally  and  give  easy  shots. 
But  by  “ pheasant  shooting”  is  generally  meant  their 
pursuit  in  the  coverts  when  bared  of  their  leaves,  and 
usually  containing  tall  trees  as  well  as  underwood, 
brambles,  and  other  shelter.  The  object  is,  m the  first 
place,  to  induce  the  birds  to  take  (most  reluctantly)  to 
wing.  They  will  crouch — run  on,  or  even  run  back, 
doubling  on  the  beaters — and  use  every  artifice  to  escape 
exposing  themselves  on  wing,  probably  having  some 
instinctive  dread  of  the  gun.  In  consequence,  not  only 
must  there  be  a close  line  of  faithful  beaters,  inces- 
santly using  their  stout  sticks  and  clamorous  voices, 
and  calling  “Mark,  Cock!”  or  “Ware,  Hen  ! ” as 
birds  rise— a good  shot,  victimised  for  his  skill,  ‘ by 
merit  raised  to  that  bad  eminence,”  walking  in  the 
middle — but  open  roads,  termed  “ rides,”  must  be  made 
at  intervals  in  all  large  coverts,  and  in  these,  and  on 
the  outside  of  narrow  coverts,  the  sportsmen  walk  or 
take  up  their  position.  Those  walking  keep  some  little 
distance  in  front  of  the  beaters,  who  are  therefore 
generally  obliquely  behind  them.  The  expectation  is 
that  the  birds  will  fly  on  reaching  the  open  ride  or  out- 
side  ground,  hares  and  rabbits  also  falling  numerously 
there  to  the  cry  of  “ Mark,  Hare  ! ” Mark,  Rabbit ! 
When  the  birds  reach  a cross  ride  on  which  guns  are 
awaiting  them,  or  the  extreme  end  of  a covert,  they  are 
most  unwilling  to  rise,  crouching  until  the  sticks  of  the 
beaters  almost  touch  them.  Then  comes  a positive 
eruption,  the  cocks  rising  with  much  noise— the  hens, 
which  are  not  shot  at  unless  considered  too  numerous- 
more  silently  (this  also  generally).  This  is  what  is  meant 
by  “a  hot  corner,’*  the  sudden  flight  of  many  birds 
being  termed  a “ bouquet,”  and  for  a minute  or  two  the 
firing  is  fast  and  furious.  It  is  also  customary  to  place 
one  expert  “gun”  at  each  point  where  the  birds  are 
known  by  previous  experience  to  take  wing  for  distant 
coverts.  This  gun  ” is  akin  to  the  long-stop  in 
cricket,  and  indeed  is  frequently  called  the  stop. 
The  position  affords  many  chances.  We  never  occupied 
it,  but  in  a kindred  sport  we  were  invariably  so  placed, 
our  party  always  consisting  of  four,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  day  our  bag,  curiously,  was  always  one  halt— to  be 
exact,  one  head  more  or  less— of  the  whole.  In  other 
words  we  had,  through  getting  more  chances,  killed 
exactly  three  times  as  many  head  as  each  of  our  friends, 
all  excellent  shots  I Let  no  man  grumble  then  at  being 
chosen  for  “ stop,”  he  will  probably  get  many  shots 
without  labouring  through  the  underwood  like  his  con- 
frere  with  the  beaters.  A flying  pheasant  is  not  at  all 
like  a stuffed  one  in  a glass  case.  His  tail  is  spread 
like  a peacock’s,  and  as  one  “ cannot  see  the  \^od  for 
the  trees  ” so  can  he  not  the  pheasant  for  the  tail, 
should  the  bird  have  risen  before  him.  So  at  the 
spread-out  tail  he  lets  bang,  and  the  shot  is  lost.  Many 
cocks  rise  nearly  perpendicularly  until  they  surmount 
the  trees  and  then  fly  horizontally.  These  are  called 
“ rocketers.”  The  art  of  killing  them  is  either  to  aim 
at  the  head  on  the  rise,  or,  on  their  horizontal  flight  to 
turn  your  face  to  the  direction  from  which  they  are 
coming,  firing  still  at  the  head.  The  position  of  the  gun 
when  you  face  any  bird  flying  oyer  you  causes  the 
muzzle  to  move  in  the  same  direction  with  the  bird  at 
the  moment  of  discharge,  and  so  the  aim  is  pretty 
certain.  Never  take  a horizontal  shot  in  any  kind  of 
covert-shooting  in  company,  else  you  may  shoot  yonr 
dearest  friend.  So  let  pheasants  rise  well  up  before 
you  fire.  At  the  beginning  of  October  No.  6 shot  is 
efficient,  but  as  the  season  advances  the  size^  may  be 
judiciously  increased,  according  to  your  gun  s capa- 
bilities of  throwing  larger  shot.  No.  6 will  make  the 
heaviest  “ bags  ” throughout  at  all  winged  game,  but 
see  well  to  your  powder’s  proper  proportion  if  you  do 
change  your  shot  ! There  is  wide  difference  of  opinion 
as  to  eating  pheasants  “ fresh”  or  ‘ high.  An  old 
way  was,  to  suspend  the  bird  by  the  longest  tail  feather 
and  cook  it  when  it  fell  to  the  floor.  We  used  to  affect 
the  “ high.”  Tempova  Tnutantur  et  iios  mutciyyius  m 
^llig  ._We"  have  now  descended  to  what  we  may  call 
common  sense  in  this  particular.  0 si  sic  omnia  I 


Ceitical  Compositors.— As  a number  of  The  Times 
compositors  belonging  to  the  more  important  N'S(ht 
Staff  have  become  • anglers  and  clnbbists  resolved  to 
make  the  most  of  the  precious  hours  of  recreation  at  the 
end  of  their  week,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  note 
that  the  late  Mr.  Delane,  the  famous  editor  ot  the 
Leading  Journal  for  thirty-five  years,  is  said  to  have 
never  tolerated  certain  stereotyped  phrases.  Everybody 
will  admit— and  compositors  especially— that  ‘ took 
place,”  “ take  place,”  and  “ takes  place  would  read 
respectively  far  better  than  “ was  held  if  a naeeting  ; 
“ came  off,”  if  an  angling  match,  and  “ occurred  it  an 
accident.  “Take  place”  should  read  “is  announced, 
or  “will  be  held,”  and  the  like  rernark  as  to  takes 
place”  (when  really  there  is  nothing  to  take  ). 
Writers  for  the  Fishinc/  Gazette  might  easily  bear  the 
above  in  mind,  as  one  and  all  must  naturally  desire  to 
render  as  perfect  as  possible  what  might  be  termed  the 
“ organ  all  anglers  swear  by  ” — mentally  of  course  . 


The  chairman  at  the  Oresham  supper,  in  proposing 
the  toast  of  “The  Queen,”  related  an  instance  of  the 
excessive  loyalty  displayed  towards  the  throne  by  the 
inhabitants  of  a provincial  town.  The  Town  HaU,  P'tbl 
library,  penny  bank,  workhouse,  and  other  public  build- 
ings-(nothing  was  said  about  the  gaol)-wero  beauti- 
fully illuminated  in  honour  of  the  Empress  s biithday. 
Amongst  the  numerous  devices  the  most  prominent  was 
the  familiar  “ V.R.”  When  asked  by  the  visitors  it 
tliey  were  not  happy— they  answered  in  chorus  point- 
ing to  the  glittering  lamps,  “V.R.”  V.R.  V .H. 
******* 

Found  in  the  Trawl  : Shrimps. 

* * * * * *,.*1.  0” 
“Why  is  the  Fisliiwj  Gazette  like  a ship  at  sea . 
This  was  not  intended  as  a prize  competition,  but  as 
several  readers  take  it  au  serieux,  and  have  sent  in 
various,  sundry,  and  divers’  “ answers,  aocompaniea 
with  “ questions  ” re  the  prizes  for  correct  answers,  we 
may  as  well  state  that  of  our  470,000  readers  (who,  by 
the  way,  are  increasing  at  an  alarming  rate),  a volume 
of  the  Fishing  Onzefte,  half-a-pound  of  tobacco,  and  a 
sheep’s  head  have  been  forwarded  to  the  first  Ibd  who, 
curiously  enough  have,  without  exception,  given  Wie 
following  answer:  “Because  its  sail  is  always  going 
up!”  Price  Two-pence  weekly.  Christmas  number  on 
December  16th.  No  extra  charge.  Always  the  same 
price.  “ No  angler  would  be  without  it ! 
****** 

“Sea  Gulls  f”  Yes;  plenty  of  them  at  Blackfriars 
Bridge.  Considerably  more  numerous  than  in  June. 
******* 

Anglers  seldom  suffer  from  indigestion  When 
asked  “ How  on  earth  can  you  sleep  chops  and 

liver  and  bacon  for  supper  ? ’’  the  , 
replied  : “ I find  they  agree  with  me  better  than  hil- 
lock’s heart  stuffed  with  onions.  I m a poor  hand  at 
bread  : and  I like  to  feel  that  I have  eaten  something. 
Happy  angler  ! * * * 

Every  angler  in  the  world  will  endeavoM  to  obtain 
a copy  of  the  Christinas  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
Price  2d.  Ready  Dec.  16. 

* * * * * D 7 

There  is  a prevalent  idea  says  “ Pelican  m Uo<t 
and  Gun,  that  the  sea-angling  season  ends  with  Uetoher, 
which  is  far  from  being  the  fact,  since  sport  is  excellent 
right  up  to  Christmas— far  better,  indeed,  at  most 
stations,  than  in  the  more  genial  months  ot  July  and 
August ; while,  as  regards  weather,  there  are  generally 
a few  balmy  days  in  December  which  remind  o^e  ot 
the  early  autumn.  Given  sufficiently  warm  clothing 
and  a little  nip  of  “cordial”  before  starting,  it  is 
possible  for  even  the  least  pachydermatous  among  us  to 
enjoy  a first-rate  day’s  sea-fishing  during  the  present 
month  anywhere  on  the  south  coast.  ° 

Cakes  things  are  differently  ordered  ; and  the  Aberdeen 
Rock  Fishers  have  held  their  end-ot-the-season  con- 
versazione^. ^ ^ * .*  * 

The  new  man  (Newham)  at  Wimbledon  Lake  says  : 
Young  fisherman  Wake,  at  Wimbledon  Lake, 

In  that  awful  blast,  on  Sunday  last, 

A fishing  came  from  Walbam  Green, 

You’ll  find  his  name  (which  has  been  seen) 

In  your  Gazette,  a few  months  back  ; 

And  for  his  pluck,  he  had  some  luck— 

Two  decent  jack  did  he  take  back. 

^ ******  . 

The  following  story  of  the  danger  of  phonetic  spelling 
is  told  by  the  Sydney  Sunday  Times  A Scandinavian, 
named  Ole  Baumgartz,  who  is  established  in  Australia 
as  a schoolmaster,  was  astonished  and  outraged  one  day 
by  the  receipt  of  the  following  missive  : 

no  legs,  i wish  to  inter  my  iiowie  in 

your  skull ! , , 

A conference  was  held,  and  the  writer,  a new-conier, 
was  visited  by  a body  of  inhabitants  and  asked  indig- 
nantly to  read  his  letter  aloud,  and  say  what  he  meant 
by  it.  He  read  : — 

Sir,-Ts®ymf 'am  a man  of  knowledge,  I wish  toen ter  my  hoy  in 
your  school.  „ » a-  * 

-*  * * * * * , * o XT 

Brown  : “ Hallo,  Jones,  where  have  you  been  r*  xou 
look  pretty  seedy.  Jones  (wet  from  head  to  heel  and 
miserable)  : “I’ve  been  fishing.”  Brown  : Ah  I Fall 

in  with  anything  ” Jones  : “ Yes  ; with  all  my  clothes 

******  *, 

PiSCATOR:  “Any  bites  over  there,  sonny  r Boy; 

“ Millions  of  ’em.”  Piscator  (in  joyous  expectancy) ; 
“Trout?”  Boy:  “No;  ’skeeters.” 

* * * * * 

Their  Reward.  — “ Johnny,  Johnny,  said  the 
minister,  as  he  met  an  urchin  one  Sunday  atternoon 
carrying  a string  of  fish,  “do  these  belong  to  you  ? 

“ Yes,  sir;  you  see  that’s  what  they  got  tor  chasing 
worms  on  Sunday.” 

******* 

In  a curious  old  pamphlet  called  Lenten  Stiiffe,  the 
author  says  : “ The  discovery  of  red  herrings  was  owing 
to  accident,  by  a fisherman  having  hung  some  in  his 
cabin,  where,  what  with  his  firing  and  smoking  in  his 
narrow  house,  his  herrings,  which  were  as  white  as 
whalebone  when  he  hung  them  up,  now  looked  as  red  as 
a boiled  lobster.”  

Christmas  Fare.— Two-pennyworth  of  interesting,  amusing, 
instructive,  and  entertaining  literature,  /''is/tiiig  Gazette  Christm.as 
Number,  price  2d.,  Dec.  Hi.  Order  early.  Largest  sale  ol  any 
1 niiristnurs  Number. 
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SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


Price  Is.  6d.  Post  free  to  any  address  on  receipt  of  postage  Is.  7d. 


A CHARMING  OLEOGRAPH 

FEINTED  IN  SIXTEEN  COLOUES,  Entitled— 

“AN  EVENING’S  FISHING” 

Tbe  picture  represents  a brace  or  two  of  Trout  just  caught,  after  the  Original  Painting  by  the  late 
T.  G.  TARGETT,  in  possession  of  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 


FOUKTH  EDITION  NOW  READY. 

DOMESTICATED  TROUT: 

How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 

By  LIVINGSTON  STONE, 

Crown  8vo,  12s.  Hd. 


LONDON:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  & CO.,  LIMITED, 

ST.  DUNSTAN’S  HOUSE,  FETTEE  LANE,  LONDON,  E.C. 

THE  CAMPAIGN  IN  MATABEIiLAND 

All  interested  in  this  Cam])aign,  in  South  African  Politics,  and 
especially  the  Chartered  Company,  should 

READ  the  CHEAP  THIRD  EDITION  of  LORD  RANDOLPH 
CHURCHILL’S  BOOK,  NOW  READY  AT  ALL  THE 
BOOKSELLERS’, 

"MEN,  MINES,  m ANIMALS  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA,” 

FULLY  ILLUSTSAIED.  Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  price  6s. 


See  my  announcement, page iii.,  “ WHITAKER";  page  xxxii., 
“IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE  YEARBOOK”;  page  ii.,  “A.B.C. 
GUIDE”;  “FIELD,”  “PUNCH,"  &c. 

Telegrams-SELFHELP,  LONDON. 


[November  25,  1893 


FOR  ANGLERS 
And  SPORTSMEN 
Generally,  the 
IRISH  FRIEZES 
(or  rough  Tweeds) 
made  in  the 
MARQUIS  of 
WATERFORD’S 
Industrial  House, 
are  as  near  perfec- 
tion as  possible. 

A CHOICE  ~oF  PATTERNS 
SENT  BY  REgUEST. 

Gentlemen’s  21 /-Suit  Length 

other  Good  Substantial  IRISH 
TWEEDS  at  17/6  and  19/3 
suit  lengths,  which  cannot 
he  supassed  for  value  and 
suitability. 


Bat.  1818. 

Ten  Prlxe  Medela. 


THE  SFOSTSMAIT'S  VADE  UECUIC. 

HEERING’S 

ONLY  GENUINE 


Sold  HadeU 
Feria,  1878, 
London,  18M 


COPENHAGEN  CHERRY  BRANDY 

FSTER  F.  HEEBIirO, 

Poryeyor  by  Appointment!  to  the  Royal  Danish  and  Imperial  Russian  Courte  and  H.R.H.  the  Pvlnoe  of  Wales 
Gold  by  all  respeotable  Wine  Bferohanta. 


TO  BOTTOM  FISHERS. 


LONDON  : SAMPSON  LOW,  MAESTON,  and  COMPANY,  LIMITED. 


Bottom  Pishers  can  be  supplied  with  Live  Bait,  Gentles, 
Lobworms,  &c. ; also  with  Bods,  Lines,  Paternosters, 
Hooks,  Ledgers,  Beels,  &c.  Crystal  Roach  Hooks,  best 
quality,  9d.  per  dozeu.  Everythiug  sold  at  the  most 
reasouahle  prices. 

Catalogue  2d.  (cost  of  postage  only). 


6.  LITTLE  & CO..  63.  HAYMARKET,  LONDON,  S,W. 


AN  DERSONS’ 


ANNUAL  STOCK-TAKING 

WATERPROOF 


THE  FOLLOWING  ARE  A PEW  EXTRACTS  FROM  [SALE  BILL  SPECIALLY  REFERRING  TO  FISHERMEN: 


r-ISHING  STOCKrNGS. 


3 

Pairs  No.  4 Size  5’.s 

16s.  6d. 

for 

8s.  9d. 

2 

„ ..  4 

h'.s  . . 

16s.  6d. 

,, 

9s.  3d. 

2 

„ ..  4 

6 A 7's  ... 

16s.  6d. 

10s.  6d. 

1 

„ 4 

lO's  ... 

16s.  6d. 

11s.  9d. 

1 

„ Sateen 

9’s 

16s.  6d. 

11s.  6d. 

1 

No.  3 

6's 

21s.  Od. 

,, 

7s.  6d. 

1 

„ 3 

lO’.s  

21s.  Od. 

8s.  6d. 

1 

2 

7’s  

23s.  6d. 

, , 

12s.  6d. 

1 

2 

9’s  

23s.  6d. 

,, 

14s.  6d. 

1 

!!  . 1 

8 wide 

27s.  6d. 

21s.  Od. 

1 

„ 1 

lO’s  

27s.  6d. 

16s.  6d. 

1 

1 

ll’.s  

27s.  6d. 

11s.  6d. 

1 

„ Pure  rubber 

8’s  

42s.  Od. 

15s.  6d. 

EISHINGTRROGUES. 

13 

Pairs 

9s.  6d.  to  42s. 

for  4s.  6d. 

to 

19s.  6d. 

FISHING  RAGS 

(Plain  Square). 

15 

Water])roof  Canva 

s,  18  l)y  12iu. 

8s.  6d. 

foi 

4s.  6d. 

FISHING  THOXJSEHS. 


1 

Pair  No.  4 

Siz3  5’s 

> 

28s.  6d. 

for  17s.  6d. 

3 

„ 4 

7’s 

28s.  6d. 

„ 19s.  6d. 

1 

,,  Sateen 

,,  9\s 

28s.  6d. 

..  18s.  6d. 

1 

No.  3 

,,  6’s 

35s.  Od. 

..  13s.  6d. 

1 

.j 

7’s 

38s.  6d. 

21s.  6d. 

1 

2 

,,  6’s 

(Second-hand)  . 

38s.  6d. 

,,  10s.  6d. 

1 

O 

„ y’s 

38s.  6d. 

.,  17s.  6d. 

1 

„ Blk.  rubber  .,  8’s 

35s.  Od. 

.,  10s.  6d. 

4 

„ No.  1 

„ d, ' 

7,  8,  10  

45s.  Od. 

..  25s.  Od. 

1 

V „ 1 

..  7 ( 

quite  new),  left  leg 

33|in.,  right  leg  35Ain.  long 

45s.  Od. 

..  27s.  6d. 

1 

,,  ..  1 (qnito  new),  Size  7,  only  37in. 

waist 

45s.  Od. 

,.  33s.  6d. 

“ NORGE  ” SEIVEI- WADERS. 

2 Pairs  No.  2 Size.s  8 and  10  ...  40s.  Od.  for  15s.  6d. 

2 „ ,,  1 •,  7 ...  ...  45s.  for  21s.  and  27s.  6d. 


23  Light  Fishing  Coats,  50iu.  to  54iu.  long,  to  shorten  at  jdeasure  into  jackets 

*25  Our  Celebrated  “ Buckland”  Fishing  and  Shooting  Jackets 
*20  Our  Celebrated  “Buckland”  Fishing  and  Shooting  Coats 

* Fresh  Goods.  We  are  simply  overstocked. 

29  Waterproof  Seats  Wool  Lined  

121  W^aterprOOf  Hats,  assorted  patterns,  all  sizes  ...  ...  ...  6s.  6d., 


USUAL  PRICES. 

21s,  to  30s. 

42s. 

52s.  6d. 


FOR 

12s.  6d.  to  17s.  6d. 
37s.  6d. 

46s.  6d. 


6d  and  9d.  each. 

7s.  6d.,  8s.  6t3.  for  2s.  9d  , 3s.  3d,,  3s.  9d. 


PERSONS’, 


Orders  must  he  acconi2)an}ed  ivith  Cash,  u'hicli  will  he  returned  if  goods  are  not  approved. 


THE  AN6LEES’ 
WATEEPEOOFEES, 


37,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  ST.,  LONDON,  E.C. 
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NOTICE 


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday, 
and  ean  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and 
Son’s  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News- 
agents and  Pishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department, 
F’ishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c., 
should  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Mabston,  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses, 
not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
a guarantee  of  good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be 
adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such  com- 
munications. _____ 

'I'om-.ig  of  Sul3soK‘iS>4:i.on. 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dunstan’s  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  ...  ... 

,,  Six  Months  ditto  ditto 

,,  Three  Months  ditto  ditto 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  sub 
scription,  including  postage 


10s.  6d. 
5s.  4d. 
2s.  8d. 

12s.  6d. 


ANGLING  AND  NETTING 
SCOTCH  WATERS. 
THE  YEA-R’S  LATER  SEASON 


IN 


Advex.ti.sem.ents. 

Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan’s  House.  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address. — “HIVSAM,  London.”] 
TELEPHONE  No  2879. 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  2nd,  1893. 


By  Wm.  Murdoch. 

The  phenomenal  drought — phenomenal  in  that 
it  v?as  so  general  and  of  such  long  continuance — 
had,  before  the  beginning  of  June,  reduced  the 
rivers  everywhere  to  such  a low  s’ate  that  the 
commencement  of  the  summer  angling  was 
attended  with  the  most  miserable  of  results. 
And  even  as  the  season  advanced,  the  “ sporting,” 
instead  of  improving,  got  still  more  wretched. 
From  all  quarters  the  rivers  were  reported  as 
practically  unfishable  and  without  fresh-run  fish. 
For  fully  more  than  three  whole  months,  rain  in 
sufficient  quantity  to  put  the  water  into  anything 
like  angling  ply  and  bring  on  a run  of  fish  had 
scarcely  anywhere  fallen  ; and  not  until  early  in 
July  did  the  spell  of  drought  come  to  an  end. 
Consequently  the  change  came  all  too  late  for 
the  early  summer  rivers  to  be  benefited  by  it,  in 
respect  of  their  grilse  and  mid-season  salmon 
angling.  From  the  fish  not  getting  ascended  at 
the  right  time,  or  when  it  is  usual  for  them  to 
run,  they  did  not  push  inland  when  the  water 
came ; hence,  without  almost  any  fish  to  fish  for, 
anglers  had  absolutely  no  chance  of  scoring. 

The  angling  during  the  whole  of  spring,  to 
speak  of  the  fisheries  as  a whole,  was  (with  the 


oxce])tions  already  mentioned)  poor,  and  in 
summer,  by  comparison,  it  proved  to  be  even 
worse.  During  both  seasons  the  drought  spoiled 
it  utterly.  In  spring  the  only  rivers  that  fished 
well  were  those  that  had  a good  stock  of  fish 
into  them  before  the  not  season  commenced. 
Atlerwards  there  was  not  for  many  months  the 
least  inducement,  or  positively  any  chance,  for 
the  iish  to  leave  the  sea.  Neither  in  netted  nor 
in  un-netted  waters  did  any  run  of  them  deserving 
the  name  of  a “ run  ” take  place. 

North  of  the  Tay  and  along  the  north  coast 
there  continued  until  late  into  the  summer  to  be 
what  might  be  called  a fine  show  of  salmon.  On 
the  other  hand,  grilse,  unusually  late  in  entering 
appearance  in  strength,  proved  to  be  very  scarce 
mostly  everywhere.  Hopes  were  entertained  by 
the  netters  that  eventually  they  would  come  on 
in  relatively  better  strength,  but  this  they  never 
did,  and  so  the  season  of  1893  ended  without  more 
than  about  a third  of  the  usual  harvest  of  them 
being  reaped.  Even  with  plenty  of  water  in  the 
rivers  there  could  hardly  have  been  a good  rod 
fishing  season  for  grilse,  seeing  that  the  crop  of 
these  fish  was  so  light.  Why  it  was  so  is  matter 
for  conjecture.  In  the  sea  districts  of  certainly 
not  more  than  three  or  four  rivers  was  there 
even  a fair  grilse  fishing  obtained.  But  with  the 
sea-trout,  which  mostly  everywhere  were  in  great 
plenty,  and  from  the  salmon  keeping  up  so  lyell, 
the  sea  netting  of  summer  in  different  districts, 
mostly  round  the  north  and  north-west  coasts, 
turned  out  a good  average  one. 

Along  the  east  coast  districts,  however,  which 
yield  three-fourths  of  the  whole  market  supply 
of  salmon  from  Scotland,  the  failure  of  the 
grilse  crop  lowered  the  year’s  fishing  to  an  almost 
unprecedented  extent.  It  is  thought  by  many 
that  the  dearth  of  this  year’s  grilse  had  resulted 
from  the  terrible  flooding  of  the  rivers  with  the 
sudden  thaw  and  break  up  of  the  ice  that  took 
place  in  the  end  of  January,  1892,  when  vast 
quantities  of  ova,  just  on  the  point  of  hatching 
out,  were  disturbed  and  destroyed,  more  especially 
throughout  the  Highlands.  But  though  from 
this  the  grilse  crop  could  have  been,  and  not 
unlikely  was,  affected,  there  could  not  from  the 
same  cause  have  been  any  effect  produced  on  the 
crop  of  the  adult  fish — the  large  salmon— of  late 
summer  and  the  autumn.  Yet  they,  too,  as  was 
afterwards  proved,  were  to  turn  out  a short  crop 

The  crack  waters  of  the  west  coast  and  islands, 
which  all  begin  to  fish  pretty  late — none  of  them 
their  best  before  midsummer — gave  in  respect 
of  individual  reputation  almost  unprecedented 
poverty  of  angling  for  grilse  and  salmon;  but  as 
regards  sea-trout  they,  strange  to  say,  about  one 
and  all  did  remarkably  well.  The  stock  of  sea 
trout  appeared  to  be  a grand  one  in  all  the  waters 
along  the  north  coast,  down  the  west  coast, 
including  Argyllshire,  and  in  the  island  waters, 
without  exception.  In  the  Solway  waters,  too, 
there  was  a heavy  run  of  these  and  finnock,  but 
it  lasted  only  for  a very  short  time.  Tweed  also 
had  a fine  show  of  these  fish,  which,  notwith- 
standing they  were  smaller  than  usual,  made  up 
a fishing  which  was  ahead  of  the  average  of  the 
past  ten  years. 

The  appearance  of  heavy  autumn  salmon  which 
the  net  fishers  look  for  from  about  the  end  of 
July  or  the  beginning  of  August  proved  ex- 
tremely meagre,  hardly  increasing  any  even  when 
the  season  for  netting  was  just  about  ending. 
The  only  fisheries  that  gave  a fillip  at  the  final 
stage  in  yielding  these  fish  were  the  sea  fisheries 
of  Don  and  Deveron,  which  did  as  I might  say 
splendidly  for  some  few  days. 

The  Dee  district  fishings  of  the  Aberdeen 
Harbour  Commissioners,  who  reap  about  a half 
of  the  Dee  salmon  harvest,  gave  a fishing  this 
year  of  a third  less  fish  than  the  average,  re- 
sulting, notwithstanding  the  high  price  ruling  in 
the  market  all  throughout,  in  a lowering  of  the 
revenue  to  the  town  of  Aberdeen  by  about  £3000. 
And  this,  too,  after  such  a splendid  continuous 
and  protracted  fishing  as  was  got  of  spring  and 
summer  salmon.  This  then  gives  a good  idea  of 
how  poor  the  fishing  for  grilse  as  well  as  for  the 
salmon  of  early  autumn  turned  out  to  be. 
Another  example  oii  all  fours,  except  in  respect 
of  the  spring  salmon  fishing  which  was  poor  as 
usual,  is  furnished  by  the  Tweed,  whereon  a 
disastrous  netting  season  was  experienced. 
From  the  annual  report  of  the  Berwick  Salmon 
Fisheries  Company,  Limited,  it  appears  that  the 


operations  for  the  season,  from  start  to  finish, 
resulted  in  the  very  serious  loss  of  .fc24851  li.  Ljd., 
rendering  it  iinpossihlo  for  the  Company  to 
declare  a dividend.  This  loss  is  greater  than 
the  company  has  experienced  for  many  years, 
and  it  is  entirely  due  to  the  extreme  scarcity 
of  salmon  and  grilse  on  the  Tweed — es])ecially 
grilse.  Trout  were  above  an  average  of  the 
past  ten  years,  but  were  of  smaller  size  than 
usual.  Another  feature  of  the  season  w'as  the 
gi'eat  decrease  of  the  salmon  taken  during 
September.  No  satisfactory  reason  can  be 
assigned  for  the  scarcity,  though  probably  the 
small  and  ])olluted  state  of  the  Tweed,  caused  by 
the  continuous  dry  weather  throughout  nearly 
the  whole  season,  may  be  one  of  the  causes,  lu 
point  of  numbers  salmon  and  grilse  make  one^  of 
the  worst  totals  on  record.  The  company  antici- 
pates legislation  by  Government  in  the  matter  of 
salmon  fisheries,  which  will  affect  the  future  of 
the  Tweed. 

( In  not  a single  one  of  the  autumn  salmon  rivers 
of  Scotland — -east,  north-east,  and  south-west — ■ 
has  the  back-end  season  turned  out  moderately 
good  by  comparison.  Nay,  on  all  save  a few,  it 
has  turned  out  a wretched  failure.  Drought 
again  proved  to  be  the  great  barrier  to  success. 
It  was  much  too  late  over  in  the  season  before  any 
of  the  rivers  were  flooded  snfiiciently.  Suppose 
it  follows  a long  tract  of  drought,  the  first  real 
flood  in  the  autumn  does  little  good;  it  only 
brings  down  dirty,  stale,  fousted  water  to  tail  off 
with  the  oozings  of  the  peat,  and  consequently 
the  fish  have  little  inclination  to  ascend  with  it. 
It  was  so  this  autumn.  The  first  flood  in  most  of 
the  rivers  did  little  to  bring  on  sport,  and  the 
subsequent  getting  of  the  water  into  right  fettle 
was  too  late  over  in  coming  about.  Now  and 
again,  resulting  from  heavy  downpours  of  rain, 
fairish  floods  during  the  latter  half  of  September 
and  the  first  ten  days  of  October,  were  running 
in  several  rivers,  but  then  as  well  as  later  over 
the  rivers  in  general  were  much  too  low  for  first- 
class  sport.  In  respect  of  their  reputation  hardly 
any  of  them  were  right  as  regards  fishing  fettle, 
or  were  found  to  yield  good  sport  for  a longer 
period  than  a week  on  end.  Several  of  the  best 
had  during  their  floods  a grand  head  of  fish 
ascending  them  once  or  twice;  but  for  the  autumn, 
taken  from  end  to  end,  the  stock  of  fish  in  the 
back-end  waters  all  over  proved  an  extremely 
meagre  one.  Considering  the  small  number  of 
fi  ,h  that  were  running  during  the  latter  part  of 
October  it  was  thought  by  many  that  the  ” baek- 
enders  ” were  simply  (for  some  reason  known  to 
themselves!)  keeping  out  in  the  sea  longer  than 
usual.  But  this  cannot  have  been  the  case,  since 
with  the  repeated  floods  which  this  month 
(November)  have  taken  place  there  has  been  no 
heavy  run  of  them  for  more  than  a few  days ; 
a.t  least,  anywdiere  that  I have  heard  of.  AVhere, 
then,  are  they  ? I much  doubt  that  we  have  not 
them  this  year.  But  what  is  the  reason  for  it  ? 


STRAY  CASTS. 


A FEW  miles  below  Athlone  the  lordly  Shannon 
incloses  a long  and  rather  flat  island^  upwards  of 
a hundred  acres  in  extent,  which  is  known  as 
Long  Island.  There  are  no  inhabitants  nor  a 
dwelling  of  any  kind  on  it,  and  the  hay  which  it 
produces  is  let  in  patches  year  by  year  to  the 
farmers  living  in  the  neighbourhood. 

lu  the  early  part  of  the  century  one  Tom 
Connor,  a tenant  farmer  in  a small  way,  rented  a 
patch  of  land  which  bordered  for  some  distance 
the  narrower  inclosing  arm  of  the  river,  the  Back 
river  as  it  was  called,  and  every  year  he  supple- 
mented the  produce  of  his  own  modest  holding 
with  an  acre  or  two  of  hay  from  the  Long  Island. 

This  Back  river,  though  narrower  and  more 
sluggish  than  the  main  channel,  was  very  deep, 
and  held  and  holds  much  fish,  chiefly  pike  and 
perch,  and  yields  excellent  sport  to  the  troller  in 
spring  and  early  autumn.  It  is  also  a favourite 
haunt  of  duck  and  diver  in  the  winter. 

Most  of  the  hay  is  conveyed  from  the  Long 
Island  to  the  mainland  in  large,  heavy  boats,  the 
celebrated  “ turf  boats”  of  the  Shannon,  but  in 
close  proximity  to  Connors  farm  a fqid  of  a 
somewhat  primitive,  though  fairly  effective,  kind 
had  been  constructed.  The  spot  selected  offered 
two  obvious  advantages ; the  Back  river  was 
there  narrowest,  being  little  more  than  50ft.  in 
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breadth  at  summer  level,  and  the  opposite  shores 
were  flat  and  low.  Unfortunately,  however,  for 
the  original  constructors,  the  water  was  here 
very  deep,  and  where  sufficient  stones  were  got 
to  fill  up  the  deep  channel  is  a mystery.  Fill  it, 
however,  they  did,  with  no  other  mishap  than  the 
inevitable  “ risin’  iv  the  rint,”  consequent  on  the 
increased  facility  offered  by  the  ford  for  the 
removal  of  the  hay,  but  that  was  one  of  the  con- 
tingencies of  life  of  which  no  one  in  those  days 
had  yet  learned  to  complain.  The  stones  were 
simply  carted  in  without  a cement  of  any  kind, 
so  that  the  ford,  in  summer  at  least,  offered  no 
appreciable  obstacle  to  the  passage  of  the  water. 
Small  stones  filling  up  the  interstices  on  the 
surface  rendered  it  a possible,  though  very  rough, 
track  for  carts  in  dry  weather,  but  its  edges 
were  steep,  and  demanded  considerable  caution 
in  those  taking  vehicles  across. 

Towards  the  close  of  a certain  eventful  summer, 
Tom  Connor  was  one  day  busy  taking  his  hay 
home  from  the  Long  Island.  The  weather  having 
been  long  dry  the  ford  was'practicable,  and  Tom 
and  his  two  sons  had  arrived  at  their  last  day’s 
work  of  carting  without  hitch  or  accident.  Two 
sons  we  say,  but  there  were  actually  three,  the 
third,  the  youngest  member  of  the  numerous 
family,  being  a lad  of  nine  or  less,  who  accom- 
panied his  father,  whose  name  he  also  l)ore,  and 
with  whom  he  was  the  favourite  of  the  family, 
being  occasionally  privileged  so  far  even  as  to 
be  allowed  to  lead  the  ass  and  cart  across 
the  ford,  at  least  on  the  outward  journey 
when  the  cart  was  empty.  The  two  elder  hoys 
worked  two  horses  they  had  been  fortunate 
enough  to  be  able  to  borrow  from  some  fairly 
well-to-do  and  kindly  neighbours,  who  were 
always  glad  to  give  Tom  a helping  hand  when 
they  could,  and  so  the  work  was  well  in  progress. 

Now  it  so  happened  on  the  day  in  question  that 
there  was  a funeral  some  little  distance  off,  at 
which  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  the  Connor 
family  should  be  represented,  and  after  some  talk 
over  the  matter  at  their  humble  dinner,  it  was 
settled  that  the  old  man  himself  should  go,  and 
leave  the  work  to  be  finished  by  his  two  stalwart 
sons.  Tommy,  too,  could  assist.  He  was  well 
able  to  lead  the  ass  and  cart  to  the  island,  and, 
coming  back,  one  of  the  big  brothers  could  safely 
pilot  his  charge  for  him  across  the  ford. 

And  so,  dinner  being  over,  the  boys  went  to 
their  work,  with  Tommy  in  high  glee  at  the 
prospect  of  his  sole  and  independent  charge  of 
the  ass,  his  old  father  giving  him  a last  word  of 
caution  a,s  he  set  about  “ titavatin’”  himself  a 
little  for  the  funeral.  But  that  funeral  he  was 
never  to  see ! Tommy’s  yoking  up  of  his  ass 
was,  probably,  a labour  of  love  to  him,  and  he 
may  have  lingered  over  it.  Anyway  his  brothers 
left  him  behind,  calling  on  him  to  be  quick  and 
follow  on.  At  la^t  he  got  under  way,  but  his 
brothers  had  already  cros  sed  the  ford.  They  looked 
back  when  they  reached  the  Long  Island  shore  and 
spoke  of  waiting  tor  him.  But  no  sign  of  him  could 
be  seen,  and  so  they  concluded  he  was  not  coming 
at  all,  and  that  it  would  he  mere  time  lost 
to  wair,  and  the  day  was  wearing  on.  Probably 
the  old  man  decided  to  take  him  with  him,  or  his 
mother  might  have  sent  him  on  a message  to 
Egan’s,  their  neighbour  who  lived  a few  fields  off. 

And  so  they  led  their  horses  round  the  little 
knoll,  the  only  elevation  on  the  Long  Island, 
which  shut  them  out  from  view  of  the  ford,  and 
som  were  filling  their  carts  at  the  haycocks. 

In  due  time  they  set  out  on  their  return 
journey.  As  they  drew  near  to  the  little  haggard 
where  their  sisters  were  at  work  with  some 
neighhours,  chiefly  young  people,  trampling  the 
rising  hayrick,  they  were  puzzled  at  noticing 
how  the  workers  ceased  from  their  labour  as  one 
of  the  girls  on  the  top  made  some  remark  to  her 
fellows,  wliich  made  them  all  stop  and  watch  the 
nearing  hay  carts,  their  conversation  meantime 
growing  more  eager  and  hurried,  and  the  large 
fork-full  of  hay  lying  untouched  where  the  man 
at  the  head  of  the  ladder  had  placed  it.  He,  too, 
mechanically  held  the  fork  just  as  it  was 
when  he  heard  the  remark  made  by  Mary  Connor, 
the  first  girl  to  notice,  with  an  elder  sister’s 
instinct,  something  unusual.  And  so  he  watched 
and  spoke  and  was  motionless,  and  the  man  lower 
tJown  on  the  ladder  watched  but  said  little,  and 
his  lips  grew  a little  pale.  And  the  man  on  the 
ground  shaded  his  eyes  with  his  hand  and  watched. 
And  so  the  brothers  drew  near,  and  they  too 


talked  and  watched  and  wondered  what  it  was  all 
about.  And  now  they  have  reached  the  very 
gate,  and  the  motionless  workers  in  the  haggard 
have  all  grown  mute  as  statutes.  No  one  seemed 
able  to  break  the  silence  now  grown  distressing. 
At  last  Mary,  swallowing  a choking  lump  she  felt 
in  her  throat  and  steadying  herself,  managed  to 
find  her  voice. 

“ Where’s  the  child  P ” 

“Why  he  did’nt  come,  shure  ! ’’  A wild  cry 
from  Mary,  which  brought  mother  and  father — 
the  latter  just  ready  for  the  funeral — on  the 
scene,  was  the  answer  to  this,  and  then  with  a 
piercing  wail,  as  she  threw  herself  from  the  top 
of  the  nek,  she  cried,  “ My  God,  lost  at  the  ford  ! 
lost  at  the  ford ! ’’  She  fell  safely  in  the  loose 
hay,  and  with  the  speed  of  despair  flew  with  wild 
wail  towards  the  fatal  river.  She  gazed  with  eye 
of  fire  lit  with  mingled  terror  and  love  into  those 
murky  depths  as  though  her  glance  could  pierce 
the  very  seal  of  fate.  In  vain.  No  sign  of  life  or 
hope.  As  the  stricken  relatives  and  friends 
joined  her  she  cried  to  them  to  find  him  quick  or  it 
would  be  too  late  ! A sharp,  low  cry  broke  from 
the  eldest  brother.  Everyone  was  around  him  in 
an  instant.  Two  or  three  stones  were  gone  at  one 
edge  of  the  ford  near  the  centre.  He  remembered 
the  spot  distinctly,  and  was  sure  the  slight  gap 
and  adjacent  signs  of  displacement  were  freshly 
done.  And  then  there  was  a wild  rush  for  drags 
and  everything  that  could  be  used  as  a drag,  and 
all  the  long  summer  evening  and  late  into  the 
night  they  worked ; and  Tom  Conner’s  house 
stood  open  and  silent,  and  the  two  patient 
harnessed  horses  stood  munching  a morsel  of  hay, 
bewildered  by  a freely  offered  plenty  of  which 
were  unable  to  take  any  further  advantage. 

And  the  news  spread,  and  neighbours  came 
from  far  and  near,  and  in  due  time  the  police, 
but  all  search  was  vain.  The  Back  river  was 
raked  from  end  to  end,  and  as  time  wore 
on  and  all  search  proved  futile,  the  sympathising 
neighbours  gradually  withdrew  one  by  one  with 
counsels  of  patience  and  submission  to  the  hands 
of  a mysterious  Providence. 

And  so  the  bereaved  family  was  finally  left 
alone  with  its  sorrow,  and  for  years  after  an  old 
man  might  be  seen,  like  the  father  of  Fran- 
cisco’s bride  in  Rogers’s  terrible  tale,  vainly 
seeking  for  something  he  had  lost  and  could 
not  find.  “Not  that  I’d  complain,’’  he  would 
say,  “ against  the  hand  of  God  ; but  to  know 
what  his  ind  was,  and  to  be  able, to  bury  him  at 
last.”  But  that  was  another  funeral  Tom  was 
never  to  attend  either.  He  passed  away  in  due 
time,  and  rests  heside  his  wife  in  Clonown 
graveyard.  Mary  married  a well-to-do  farmer 
near  Banagher,  all  her  brothers  and  sisters  went 
from  time  to  time  to  America,  and  the  little  bog 
cottage  near  the  Long  Island  became  derelict  and 
a ruiu,  and  gradually  was  removed  bit  by  bit  till 
not  a vestige  now  remains.  No  house  now  stands 
near  the  ford,  nor  is  it  likely  it  would  he  used 
even  if  there  did,  for  the  fate  of  Tommy  Connor 
became  a dark  and  weird  mystery,  gathering 
fresh  shadows  year  by  year,  which  hovered  like 
the  avenging  spirit  of  slaughtered  innocence  over 
the  dark  margin  of  the  Back  river. 

***** 

A7id  ihe  sea  gave  up  its  dead. 

* _ * * * * * 

The  winter  of  186 — was  one  of  the  wettest  on 

record.  Tumultuous  floods  devastated  portions 
of  the  yhannon  valley,  and  for  weeks  the  Long 
Island  was  wholly  submerged.  Nothing  like  it 
had  been  seen  within  the  memory  of  the  oldest 
inhabitant,  and  nothing  like  it  has  been  seen 
since.  Towards  the  end  ^of  the  Long 
Island  is  a depression  only  a few  inches 
below  the  avei’age  level  of  the  Shannon. 
Some  summers  it  is  never  quite  dry,  and  it  com- 
municates with  the  Back  river,  a hundred  yards 
olT,  by  a narrow  channel  a few  inches  wide. 
Towards  the  end  of  January  the  rain  abated,  and 
some  time  after  the  highest  points  of  the  Long 
Island  began  to  be  visible.  Shortly  after  this 
some  bogmen  returning  from  Athloue  with  empty 
cots,  after  selling  their  turf,  stated  that  when 
])assing  the  “ pint  ” of  the  island,  they  had  noticed 
some  commotion  in  the  water,  “ just  at  the  dip,” 
as  if  some  big  fish,  or  monster  of  some  kind,  was 
stirring  near  the  surface.  As  it  was  well  known, 
however,  that  they  had  passed  a good  many  pints 
earlier  in  the  day  doivn,  to  say  nothing  of  sundry 
half  ’uns  of  market  whiskjq  it  was  feP,  to  he 
quite  intelligible  that  they  had  seen  both  land  and 


water  moving  for  that  matter,  or  thought  they  had 
anyhow,  and  so  no  particular  attention  was  paid 
to  what  they  said.  But  the  bogmen  were 
right  after  all.  A day  or  two  after  a back 
and  dorsal  fin  were  seen.  Ids  back  and  fin. 
And  the  country  assembled  in  its  hundreds, 
and  its  cots  and  pitch  forks  and  spears 
and  “ grapes,”  and  improvised  long-handled 
weapons  of  every  description  were  brought  forth, 
and  an  aquatic  battle  worthy  the  days  of  heroes 
and  demi-gods  raged  all  day  long  with  outcries 
and  confusion  dire.  At  last,  as  the  short  day 
drew  to  a close,  the  mighty  monster  lay  dead  in 
the  dark-red  water  his  blood  stained  far  around. 
But  all  efforts  to  drag  him  ashore  were  vain.  He 
lay  in  the  depression,  and  no  matter  in  what 
direction  towed,  he  grounded  and  stuck  fast.  It 
was  proposed  to  cut  pieces  out  of  him,  but  some- 
how no  one  seemed  inclined  to  he  the  firot  to  do 
it.  There  may  have  been  doubts  as  to  his  being 
really  dead.  There  may  have  been  deeper 
reasons.  And  so  for  thepresent  he  was  left  alone 
in  his  glory.  Rapidly  fell  the  water,  and  more 
and  more  of  him  appeared.  The  news  still 
spread,  and  thousands  came  to  see  the  monster  of 
the  deep  which 

Prone  on  the  flood,  extended  long  and  large, 

Lay  floating  many  a rood. 

As  he  became  more  and  more  clearly  discernible, 
his  shape  and  outline  and  awful  head,  round 
which  even  in  death  anddecay,  lurid  terrors  seem 
to  play,  proclaimed  him,  if  name  for  such  monster 
could  at  all  be  found — Pike  ! 

Within  a week  he  was  approachable,  with  only 
a foot  or  two  of  water  around  him.  But  the  gulls 
and  herons  were  rapidly  consuming  him,  and 
when  at  last  three  bogmen  managed  to  reach 
him  his  cavernous  interior  was  already  laid  bare. 
The  visitors  looked  on  at  the  mighty  ruin  in 
silence.  All  words  of  wonder  and  astonishment 
had  long  since  been  exhausted.  The  oldest  man 
among  them  cautiously  peeped  in,  and  gradually 
his  gaze  lengthened  and  grew  fixed.  The  pallor 
came  to  his  cheek,  and  grew.  His  lip  trembled, 
and  a mist  gathered  before  his  eyes.  But  he 
nerved  himself  with  a desperate  effort,  and 
stretching  forth  a trembling  arm  he  drew  forth 
with  slow  solemnity  a piece  of  thin  flat  iron,  a 
foot  or  so  long  and  an  inch  or  more  wide.  It 
had  a small  hole  near  each  end,  and  had  evidently 
been  nailed  to  something.  Instantly  it  occurred 
to  everyone  present  that  it  bore  a striking 
resemblance  to  the  simple  strip  of  iron  usually 
nailed  to  the  shafts  of  carts,  on  which  the  owner’s 
name  is  lettered,  but  nothing  appeared  on  it. 
“ Tim,  turn  it !”  said  a daring  one  of  the  number, 
a man  who  afterwards  did  six  months  as  a suspect 
in  Mullingar  jail. 

Tim  mechanically  c.implied,  and  in  speechless 
horror  the  three  men  read  from  paint  stains  that 
had  eaten  into  the  metal : 

“ Tom  Coxnor,  Clonown.” 

And  there  they  found  their  grave, 

Fluttering  with  joy,  the  happiest  of  the  happy. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  century  it  was  the 
exception  to  find  cart  wheels,  especially  donkey 
cart  wheels,  with  tyres,  and  the  iron  axle  was 
similarly  unknown.  That  is  one  criticism 

answered.  The  cart  Well  we  stick  to  the 

cart. 

No  matter  how  sad  the  circumstances,  there 
is  always  a satisfaction  in  the  solving  of  mysteries, 
in  the  discovery  of  truth,  even  in  learning 
the  worst. 

The  poor  name-iron  was  returned,  not  without 
a touch  of  reverence  be  it  said.  For  a day 
or  two  hundreds  of  curious  eyes  were  per- 
mitted to  come  and  gaze  at  it,  and  then  a grave 
was  dug,  and  so  victim  and  devourer,  the 
sepulchre,  and  all  that  was  left  of  what  it  once 
held,  are  at  last  at  rest  in  the  Long  Island,  hard 
by  that  fatal  ford  which  has  never  since,  we  hear, 
been  haunted  by  the  ghost  of  the  hapless  Tommy 
Connor,  now  happily  laid  for  evermore. 

“ And  there  were  giants  in  the  earth  in  those 
days.”  Mon.\. 
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Bl{ VAN’S  “THROUGH  - CURRENT ” 
Live- BA  IT  CAN. 

The  paramount  importance  of  strong  and  lively 
baits  is  too  well  known  to  pike  fishers  to  need 
comment. 

To  attain  this  end  many  live-bait  cans  of 
various  styles  and  systems  have  been,  from  time 

ito  time,  brought  out,  the  best  hitherto  being, 
without  doubt,  the  “ draw-out  ” can.  It  has,  how- 
ever, the  disadvantage  of  a cumbersome  and 
inconvenient  form,  and  being  really  a can  within 
a can,  the  weight  is  very  materially  increased, 
and  the  cost  of  production  also. 

To  obviate  these  drawbacks,  the  “ Through- 

I Current  ” Live-bait  Can  has  been  designed,  and 
the  following  advantages  are  claimed  for  it : 

1.  Facility  for  emptying  and  re-filling  the  can 
without  undue  disturbance  or  injury  to  the  baits. 

2.  Whilst  fishing,  the  can  being  placed  in  the 
stream,  the  baits  retain  their  full  vitality,  a 
current  of  fresh  water  passing  continuously 
j through  the  can.  On  lifting  the  can  out,  the 

i water  fl  )ws  out  to  a level  of  about  half  the 
depth  of  the  can,  thus  rendering  the  selection  of 
a bait  easy,  and  at  the  same  time  retaining  a 
sufficiency  of  water  for  the  well  being  of  the 
remaining  baits. 

3.  Baits  can  be  kept  alive  and  strong  during 
the  night  by  placing  the  can  under  a tap,  and 
allowing  a mere  trickle  of  water  to  flow  in  and 
out  of  the  can. 

4 The  shape  that  long  experience  has  proved 
to  be  most  convenient  for  carriage  is  retained. 

On  this  head,  Salter,  in  his  “Troller’s  Guide,” 
edit.  1820,  says:  “I  prefer  a longish  square 
kettle  to  a round  one,  for  the  water  is  less 
agitated  in  such  a shaped  kettle  when  you  are 
carrying  it  than  in  a round  one,  and  it  is  more 
convenient  to  carry  or  to  pack  into  a basket,  &c., 
for  a journey  than  those  of  a round  form.” 

The  advantages  claimed  for  the  “ Through- 
Current”  Live-bait  Can  are  obtained  by  the 
simple  expedient  of  fixing  at  each  end  of  the  can 
a brass  screw  cap,  protected  on  the  inside  by  a 
perforated  zinc  grating,  to  prevent  the  escape  of 
the  baits,  and  to  allow  free  ingress  and  egress  of 
the  water  when  the  can  is  immersed  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  stream,  the  caps  (which  are  attached 
by  a small  chain  to  the  body  of  the  can)  being 
unscrewed  and  placed  on  the  lid  of  the  can. 

The  “ Through-Current  ” Live-bait  Can  has 
been  submitted  to  repeated  practical  tests,  and 
has  been  found  to  be  completely  satisfactory  in 
every  respect,  an  angler  of  long  experience 
having  testified  that  after  a long  day’s  fishing, 
recently,  his  remaining  baits  at  the  end  of  the 
day  were  as  strong  and  lively  as  when  fresh 
caught. 

The  “Through-Current”  Can  will  be  found  of 
great  convenience  when  fishing  from  an  ordinary 
rowing  boat,  as  by  suspending  the  can  over  the 
side  it  at  once  answers  the  purpose  of  a well,  and 
to  facilitate  the  use  of  the  can  in  this  way  two 
eyelets  are  provided  in  the  handle,  one  at  each 
( nd,  so  tb’ao  by  passing  a cord  through  them  the 
perfectly  horizontal  position  of  the  can  is  readily 
aljustfd. 

A further  advantage  of  the  ‘ Through-Cur- 
rent” system  is  that  it  can  be  applied  to  all 
existing  cans  or  stocks  of  cans  on  hand  at  very 
small  cost. 

Mr.  Bryan  has  entrusted  Mr.  Harry  Mellish, 
zinc  worker,  of  102,  Uxbridge-road,  W.,  with  the 
sole  manufacture  of  these  cans  in  London,  the 
specimens  of  which  are  well  shaped  and  of  superior 
wo  kmanship  in  every  respect. 

Provisional  protection  has  been  taken  out  for 
the  Through-Current  Live-bait  Can. 

The  application  of  the  “Through-Current” 
system  to  the  draw-out  bait  can  would  obviate 
the  necessity  of  changing  the  water  every  two 
hours,  as  by  plunging  the  can  in  the  stream,  the 
baits  would  remain  as  healthy  as  if  free  in  their 
na*ural  element,  it  would  further  afford  the 
advantage  of  keeping  baits  alive  during  the  night 
by  placing  the  can.  under  a tip  and  allowing 
fresh  water  to  flow  through.  The  addition  can 
be  made  to  any  can  at  a cost  not  exceeding  2s.  6d. 
in  any  case.  ' There  is  little  more  trouble  in 
fitting  the  caps  to  a can  already  made  than  in 
fixing  them  during  construction. 


By  Mac. 

The  enterprising  new  hotel-keeper  at  Scourie, 
Sutherlandshire,  Mr.  Rod.  Finlayson,  who  has 
been  in  occupancy  for  only  the  one  season  yet, 
writes  me:  “This  has  been  the  worst  season 
for  salmon  and  grilse  for  many  years  owing  to 
the  drought  in  June  and  July,  although  there 
were  any  amount  of  fish  at  the  mouths  of  the 
rivers  waiting  to  get  up,  but  the  rain  was  too 
long  in  coming.  Sea-trout  were  quite  numerous 
this  year,  as  in  this  part  of  the  country  they 
are  rather  later  in  running,  and  consequently 
very  good  baskets  wore  got.  The  heaviest  fish 
caught  was  one  of  5|lb.,  but  most  of  the  fish  got 
were  between  21b.  and  41b.  in  weight.  The 
average,  which  I may  say  was  quite  up  to  the 
usual,  would  be  about  21b.  The  best  baskets  got 
weighed  26Ub.,  231b.,  221b.,  211b,  PHb.,  I fill).,  and 
a great  many  about  121b.  The  heaviest  and  best 
fish  were  got  from  the  middle  of  September  to 
the  end  of  October.  Loch  fishing  for  brown 
trout  has  been  excellent  this  year,  the  number  of 
large  trout  caught  exceeding  that  of  any  year, 
and  the  average  basket  much  heavier  than 
in  former  years.  The  following  were  the 
weights  of  the  largest  fish  caught : — 3jlb., 
^\h.,  3Hh.,  31b.,  2|lb.,  21b.,  and  Ulb-.  so  you 
will  see  that  there  were  some  very  nice  trout  got. 
One  basket  made  by  Messrs.  Simpson  and 
Morrison,  in  the  beginning  of  July,  is  worth 
mentioning,  having  been  sixteen  trout,  weighing 
191b.  in  all,  and  a prettier  basket  of  brown  trout 
I never  saw,  and  they  were  all  in  splendid  con- 
dition. The  average  weight  of  this  kind  of  trout 
during  the  season  was  quite  three-ciuarters  of  a 
pound.  I expect  the  fishing  to  be  much  improved 
next  year,  as  three  years  ago  there  were  seven 
lochs  stocked  with  Loch  Leven  trout,  which  are 
to  be  fished  for  next  season.  After  careful 
inquiries  and  personal  observation  1 am  quite 
sure  June  and  July  are  the  best  months  for 
brown  trout  *,  and  the  average  basket  of  them  for 
the  season  was  from  121b.  to  141b.  in  weight,  and 
this,  too,  with  a very  dry  June  and  July  (when 
they  are  best).  We  have  no  fero:c  in  this  part  of 
the  country,  at  least,  very  few  are  caught,  and 
we  have  no  stream  fishing  worth  speaking  about.” 


Mr.  John  Farquharson,  “ Pearl-fisher  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales,”  died  at  Coupar  Angus  on 
Tuesday  week.  He  was  well  known  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Stratmore,  and  successfully  fished  the 
Isla  and  other  streams  for  pearls.  The  words 
quoted  above  Farquharson  used  to  wear  on  a 
broach  attached  to  his  Highland  bonnet. 


Mr.  Stewart,  at  Kinloch-Moidart,  who  has 
been  carrying  on  fish  culture  in  an  eminently’ 
successful  manner  at  an  altitude  of  about  1300ft. 
above  sea  level,  is  certainly  deserving  of  much 
credit  for  his  enterprise. 


Fishing  for  ova  wherewith  to  stock  the  Scotch 
salmon  hatcheries  is  meantime  almost  a dead 
failure,  on  account  in  some  measure  of  the 
rather  heavy  volume  of  water,  but  more  because 
of  the  scarcity  of  fish  in  proper  condition. 
Those  having  charge  of  the  stocking  of  one  or 
two  hatcheries  have  hardly  yet  commenced  to 
fish,  as  they  are  depending  on  the  water  running 
low  by  and  by,  and  on  then  g.etting  suffioieni} 
spawn  from  the  heavy  fish  of  the  lower  reaches, 
in  which  the  spawning  is  rifest  between,  as  a 
rule,  the  middle  of  December  and  the  end  of  the 
first  week  in  January.  The  thick  of  the  spawn- 
ing of  the  late  run  fish  of  a large  size  goes  on 
until  a little  later  over  than  this  in  two  or  three 
rivers,  of  which  the  Tweed  is  one.  This  autumn 
most  of  the  grilse  and  spring  salmon  in  the 
head  waters  of  the  early  rivers  finished  s])awniiig 
ten  days  sooner  than  usual,  and  this  resulted  in 
upsetting  the  calculations  of  some  parties  who 
were  depending  upon  getting  ova  from  them  for 
their  hatcheries.  An  awkward  hitch  this  cer- 
tainly is,  but  for  the  future  it  will,  no  doubt, 
have  the  good  effect  of  causing  to  be  recognised 
the  necessity  there  is  for  watching  when  the  fish 
go  upon  the  redds.  ____ 

In  whose  waters  are  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
migratory  aalmonidui  bred,  and — for  a year  or 


two  before  going  to  the  sea — ted  and  protected  F 
In  the  angling  proprietors’.  Ratably,  these  pay 
for  the  protection  and  upkeep  of  the  fisheries,  and 
yet  get,  for  their  pains,  and  the  expense  they  are 
out,  but  the  most  trifling  number  of  fish— -some 
of  them  none  at  all.  The  netting  proprietors 
grab  the  whole  harvest.  Than  this  there  could 
be  nothing  more  unfair.  Dominating  the  fishery 
boards  they  shape  everything  for  their  own  ends. 
Their  ])olicy  is  manifestly  unjust,  besides  being 
the  most  short-sighted  conceivable.  Clearly, 
though  they  may  not  see  it,  or  will  not  admit 
they  see  it  though  they  do,  this  is,  according  to 
the  hackneyed  saying,  “ Killing  the  goose  that 
lays  the  golden  eggs.”  By  using  every  means 
legal  (and  often  illegal)  they  can  command  for 
the  present  cleaning  out  of  the  fish,  it  is  indis- 
putable that  they  are  bringing  about  the  future 
ruin  of  the  fisheries.  In  justice  to  angling  pro- 
prietors, and  for  their  own  ultimate  benefit,  they 
ought  to  allow  a sufficient  head  of  fish  of  all  the 
migrations  to  get  inland  to  afford  sport, 
and  to  breed.  When  angling  proprietors 
pay  for  the  upkeep  and  protection  of  the 
fisheries,  lend  assistance  by  their  keepers  in 
watching,  have  in  their  waters  nearly^  Ml 
the  fish  spawned  and  fed,  it  surely  is  but  right 
that  they  should  have  a fair,  if  not  the  largest, 
share  in  the  direction  of  matters.  The  policy  of 
most  of  them  is  to  enhance  the  value 
fisheries  to  all  the  interests,  by  not  unduly 
reducing  the  head  of  breeders  that  would  resiflt 
from  the  different  “ runs,”  upon  which  for  the 
upkeep  of  the  future  stock  the  fisheries  are 
entirely  dependent.  The  chairman  and  per- 
manent officials  of  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board 
might  do  worse  than  give  a little  more  attention 
to  this  matter.  

Lord  Lovat,  who  only  recently  came  of  age,  has 
presented  a petition  to  the  Court  of  Session  for 
authority  to  disentail  the  extensive  family  estates 
in  Inverness,  Ross,  and  Cromarty.  The  Lovat 
estates  extend  to  some  180,000  acres,  and 
years  ago  the  rental  was  a little  over  £30,000.  1 
wonder  if  this  is  intended  to  pave  the  way  for 
the  break-up  of  these  splendid  estates,  forming 
part  of  which  are  the  best  fishings  of  the  Beauly 
river,  salmon  rights  on  Loch  Ness,  sea  netting 
for  salmon,  and  angling  over  a number  of  minor 
lochs  and  streams.  _____ 

Over  their  past  salmon  season  the  Berwick 
Salmon  Fisheries  Company,  Ltd.,  have  sustained 
a serious  loss,  dropping  no  less  a sum  than 
£2,485  14  s.  lii.  

On  Saturday  night  fortnight,  when  the  gale 
had  somewhat  abated,  and  a strong  frost  was 
found  to  have  gripped,  it  was  discovered  that 
the  Melbost  sands  in  the  Lews  had  burst,  and 
that  thousands  of  tons  of  shellfish  of  various 
kinds,  but  especially  razir  fish,  were  cast  up  by 
the  waves.  Early  on  Monday  hundreds  of  people 
from  the  town  of  Stornoway  and  the  surrounding 
districts  went  to  the  beach,  which  is  about  three 
miles  from  the  town,  some  with  carts  and  others 
with  bag.s,  for  the  shellfish.  The  carts  might  be 
filled  with  a shovel  from  any  part  of  the  beach 
between  Melbost  and  Sternish,  which  is  over  a 
mile  in  length.  A partial  break  occurs  every  year 
or  two  with  easterly  winds  and  keen  frost,  bub 
there  has  been  no  burst  like  the  present  for  the 
last  thirty-five  years.  Large  quantities  of  the 
shell  fish  were  sent  to  the  southern  markets  for 
sale.  Naturalists  might  find  on  the  beach 
hundreds  of  specimens  of  shells,  shellfishes,  and 
fishes  which  are  rarely  seen. 


Anent  matters  on  the  Don  I have  received 
the  following:  “The  River  Don  has  been  in 
fine  form  for  some  time,  but  very  few  fish  seem 
to  be  about  her  in  the  lower  reaches.  However, 
a good  few  breeding  fish  are  now  well  up  the 
river.  Notwithstanding,  the  different  reaches 
are  still  but  very  meagrely  stocked.  Very  little 
disease  bas  been  in  the  T)on  for  several 
months  past,  as  also  in  the  Dee  and  \ than. 
These  three  rivers  have  been  exceptionally 
clear  of  disease  during  the  whole  season.  A 
good  many  large  autumn  fish  ran  the  Dee  last 
week,  and  the  middle  reaches  and  lower  spawning 
grounds  are  getting  well  stocked  up,  although 
they  are  still  far  behind  last  year  in  appearance. 
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Fish  have  been  very  scarce  in  the  Ythan  this 
autumn,  but  a fairly  good  number  of  breeding 
fish  have  been  running  lately.” 


In  the  Annan,  salmon  spawning  has  progressed 
satisfactorily  up  to  date.  The  show  of  fish  now 
appears  to  be  prettv  good  along  the  principal 
redding  lengths.  The  bulk  of  the  earlier  run 
autumn  salmon  have  gone  on  to  the  spawning 
beds,  and  not  a few  of  them  have  already  nearly 
fully  spawned  out.  As  in  a good  many  other 
waters,  notably  early  ones,  the  breeding  season 
which  has  got  into  full  swing  so  remarkably  soon 
gives  promise  of  being  earlier  finished  than  usual. 


Co.uE  on,_  Macduff!  JSTot  only  Macduff,  but 
Banff,  Turriff,  Huntly,  and  “bonnie  Foggie-Loan” 
— all  your  niclcams  of  poachers,  and  tell  how 
sadly  with  your  small  mesh  nets  you  have  harrowed 
the  poor  old  Deveron  of  its  trout  for  years  past 
that  now  but  mere  troutikins  are  left  in  it,  and 
half-pounders  are  more  rare  than  four-pounders 
in  the  chalk  streams  of  the  South!  Ah!  well, 
it’s  sad — but  is  all  this  real  gospel 


which  has  given  hopes  that,  after  all,  the  redds 
may  get  well  stocked  and  a good  spawning 
season  result. 


I L NDEUSTAND  that  as  yet  very  little  has  been 
done  this  season  in  fishing  for  ova  wherewith  to 
stock  the  extensive  and  model- got-up  hatchery 
on  the  Spey  at  Fochabers,  maintained  by  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon. 


Tins  year’s  rod  fishing  season  for  salmon  in 
Scotland  came  to  an  entire  end  on  Thursday 
evening  of  this  week  with  the  closing  of  the 
Tweed  and  the  1 rr.  Next  year’s  season  will 
commence  in  little  more  than  a month  hence, 
with  the  opening  of  Tay,  Loch  Tay,  and  some  of 
the  early  rivers  of  the  Far  North.” 


With  this  week’s  mild  weather  the  snow  in  the 
Highlands  and  over  the  North  has  got  a sudden 
and  decided  “ scale,”  and  resulting  therefrom  a 
heavy  volume  of  water  is  coming  down  most  of 
the  rivers. 


At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  anglers  of  the 
town  and  district,  held  in  Edinburgh  last  week, 
the  converting  of  a five-storey  building  at  the 
northmost  part  of  the  ater  of  Leith  Bridge  into 
a hatchery  was  advocated,  and  iD  was  pointed 
out  that  to  have  this  done  in  a model  manner, 
fully  up  to  date  in  every  respect,  would  cost  less 
than  £'200U.  Afterwards  the  meeting  unani- 
mously resolved  to  form  itself  into  an  association 
for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  facilities  for 
angling  in  and  around  Edinburgh.  This  looks 
like  business.  Auld  Reekie  anglers  are  waken- 
ing  up.  1 heartily  wish  them  every  success,  and 
hope  they  may  speedily  attain  all  the  objects  they 
have  in  view. 


Ihe  First  Division  of  the  Court  of  Session, 
Edinburgh,  on  Tuesday,  gave  judgment  for  the 
defenders  in  the  action  by  Alexander  Milne 
Ogston,  of  Ardoe,  against  David  Stewart,  of 
Banchory,  Lord  Provost  of  Aberdeen,  and  another, 
as  trustees  of  the  late  Mr.  Stewart,  defender’s 
father.  Pursuer  sought  declarator  of  the  sole 
right  to  the  salmon  fishings  in  the  Dee  opposite 
his  lands,  and  also  opposite  a portion  of  the  glebe 
lands,  contending  that  the  Ardoe  fishings  extended 
down  as  far  as  the  Manse  offices  of  Banchory- 
Devenick.  The  defender  denied  this,  and  claimed 
that  the  Banchory  fishings  went  up  the  south 
bank  of  the  river  to  the  footpath  leading  to  the 
suspension  bridge  at  Cults,  which  is  opposite  the 
west  boundary  of  the  glebe.  Proof  was  led 
before  Lord  Wellwood,  in  the  Outer  House,  and 
he  gave  decree  of  declarator  and  interdict,  but  the 
higher  court  has  recalled  that,  and  assoilzied 
defender  on  the  ground  that  pursuer  had  failed 
to  proved  that  he  or  his  predecessors  had  had 
exclusive  possession  for  twenty  years,  and  that 
effect  must  be  given  to  the  new  plea  put  on  record 
m the  Inner  House  to  the  effect  that  he  had  no 
title  to  the  fishings  claimed.  Defenders  were 
found  entitled  to  expenses.  This  protracted  and 
costly  case  had  its  origin,  I believe,  over  a cpres- 
tion  as  to  the  right  of  rod  fishing  on  what  is 
nothing  more  than  a trumpery  bit  of  water, 
worth,  in  my  opinion,  as  sport  goes,  less  than  a 
couple  of  pounds  per  annum. 


How  do  the  Scotch  salmon  fisheries  stand  ? Un- 
questionably,_  in  productiveness  they  are  tumbling 
down  like  a ricl-el  of  bricks.  This  is  the  fourthyear 
in  succession  of  a very  marked  decline.  Last  year 
the  total  number  of  boxes  sent  up  to  Billingsgate 
from  Scotland  was  21,092,  this  year  18,79-5,  which 
shows  a decrease  of  2897  boxes.  Does  this  indicate 
that  the  fisheries  are  cared  for  and  used  as  they 
ought  to  be?  The  fact  can  no  longer  be  disguised 
that  mattersare  not  shaping  in  the  right  direction. 
I hey  are  not — because  if  they  were,  this  year 
should  have  shown  a good  increase  in  the  catch  of 
fish,  seeing  that  owing  to  the  drought  there  was 
practically  no  run  of  fish  up  the  rivers  after  the 
month  of  March,  from  which  date  onwards  the 
nets  had  all  the  chances  of  getting  the  whole  of 
the  stock  in  tide  way,  estuary,  and  sea. 


With  the  fresh,  and  considerable  fill  of  the 
river,  a strong  I'lin  of  breeders  of  heavy  weight 
has  pushed  u]>  the  River  North  Esk  this  week 


A Dee  correspondent  writes : “ The  Dee  is 
meantime  a very  big  water,  and  indeed  ‘ she  ’ 
has  not  been  down  to  middling  volume  since  the 
gale  and  flood  of  a fortnight  ago.  This  state  of 
matters  likely  enough  will  have  operated  pre- 
judicially to  some  little  extent  in  view  of  the 
future,  the  ripe  fish  having  no  doubt  been 
spawning  in  the  outmost  redds  wherein  the  ova 
will  likely  perish,  should  a long  tract  of  frost 
come  about  during  the  winter.  However,  the 
present  is  not  just  a time  for  a great  many  fish 
spawning;  the  earliest  fish  and  grilse  have  about 
all  spawned  out,  while  the  late-run  or  large  fish 
have  in  but  few  cases  yet  begun.  I have  not 
seen  any  young  or  spring  fish  ascend,  as  the 
water  has  been  slightly  coloured  owing  to  the 
flood,  but  I believe  the  ‘ Kenavaigs  ’ or  blue  fish 
have  begun  to  run  in  fair  numbers.  The  finnocks 
have  all  made  their  way  from  the  nether  to  the 
more  upper  reaches,  but  now  there  is  a new  race 
of  them  in  the  tide  way,  where  they  have  been 
seen  jumping  in  a lively  manner  for  a short 
time  past.  The  river  shows  a remarkably  clean 
bill  of  health  for  this  time  of  the  year.” 


WINTER  FISHING. 

{Continued  from  page  419.) 

The  short  cut  our  sportsman  had  taken  soon 
brought  him  to  the  river’s  brink  again,  where  he 
paused  and  surveyed  the  water  before  him. 
Years  ago  it  had  doubtless  been  the  pool  stored 
up  to  turn  a mill,  for  an  eyot  divided  the  course 
of  the  stream,  a wide  channel  on  one  side,  a mere 
runnel  on  the  other.  Mill,  wheel,  and  machinery 
had,  however,  long  since  disappeared,  and  nothing 
remained  of  the  past  save  a mound,  overgrown 
with  nettles,  occupying  the  site  of  the  dwelling 
of  the  forgotten  miller.  The  campshedding 
round  the  dam  had  fallen,  and  lay  rotting  in  the 
water,  while  the  deep  niche  in  which  the  big 
wheel  had  once  thundered,  had  silted  up,  and  the 
level  of  the  water  above  and  below  the  island  was 
nearly  equal.  “ Exactly  about  this  time  two 
afternoons  ago,”  murmured  the  fisherman  to 
himself,  “I  saw  the  small  fry  scatter  over  the 
water  here.  I fancy  a good  pike  is  not  far  off. 
Here  goes.”  Carefully  and  artistically  the -little 
sheet  of  water  is  fished,  but  cast  after  cast 
succeeds,  and  not  a run  rewards  the  toiler.  He 
waits  a space,  and  with  a smaller  bait  essays 
once  more  from  top  to  end,  but  still  the  lure 
comes  glittering  back  untouched.  In  no  way 
dispirited  the  angler  walked  on,  and  commenced 
to  throw  over  the  pool  below  the  eyot.  It  is  a 
long  straight  bit  of  the  river,  formerly  the  roar- 
ing, frothing  pool  below  the  mill,  but  now  only 
two  narrow  brisk  ripples  flow  off  the  island's 
point,  and  unite  to  die  away  in  almost  impercep- 
tible eddies.  At  the  very  first  cast,  just  as  the 
bait  spun  into  the  calm  water  beyond  the  runs, 
where  in  olden  times  the  stream  would  have 
carried  all  before  it,  the  keen  eye  of  Piscator 
detected  the  rush  of  a pursuing  pike.  The 
patient  man  “ bides  his  time,”  then  the  baits  falls 
lightly  on  the  water.  This  throw,  in  the  back- 
water between  the  two  sireams,  two  dark  jaws 
close  on  the  twisting  dace,  the  line  tightens  out, 
the  angler  strikes,  the  combat  opens  in  the 


good  deep  channel  of  the  old  race.  First  the 
hooked  fish  darted  straight  across  the  pool,  then 
took  his  way  downwards — his  course  could 
plainly  be  traced  by  the  gleam  of  the  bait ; the 
angler  turned  his  quarry,  and  again  the  fish 
hurried  up  stream,  immediately  darting  into 
the  bank  below  the  sportsman’s  feet  until  the 
line  was  reeled  up  short,  then  once  more  across 
the  water,  where  in  the  shallows  he  raised  his 
head  above  the  surface,  and  shook  the  torn  and 
battered  lure  from  his  mouth.  But  the  hooks 
held  fast.  The  pike  rolled  over  on  its  side,  that 
effort  had  been  the  last,  and  the  pleased  fisher- 
man towed  his  prize  swiftly  towards  him,  guided 
the  helpless  victim  into  a shallow  bay,  and  leaping 
down  grasped  the  good  fish  without  a further 
struggle.  “ A beauty,”  cried  our  friend  proudly, 
“ no  doubt  the  same  fish  I saw  on  the  feed  in 
the  upper  pool;  he  had  dropped  down  the  sluice, 
and  now  I have  him  here.” 

A rich  valley  bright  with  sunshine,  through 
which  meanders  a sparkling  river,  showing 
alternate  pool  and  rippling  rapid.  In  the  dis- 
tance tower  heights  clad  with  fir  and  pine, 
though  masses  of  grey  rock  jut  out  boldly  here 
and  there  amidst  the  sombre  foliage,  while  the 
less  commanding  hills  are  many  coloured  with 
the  varied  tints  of  late  autumn.  A stranger 
suddenly  transported  hither  might  imagine  he 
trod  a foreign  land,  but  the  whir  of  many  looms 
is  almost  within  earshot,  and  from  the  hill  tops 
may  be  seen  the  great  pall  of  smoke  that  hangs 
over  one  of  Britain’s  busiest  cities. 

An  angler  wanders  alon^  the  river's  bank,  or 
rather  makes  his  way  by  fits  and  starts,  casting 
his  fly  with  supple  rod  as  he  goes.  Now  he  has 
clambered  through  the  gap  where  the  end  of  a 
white  stone  wall  hangs  over  the  edge  of  the 
water — there  are  more  stone  walls  than  hedges 
hei-e — and  is  artfully  testing  the  little  pool  below, 
scooped  out  in  the  clayey  bank.  The  fish  he 
seeks  are  there  ; a sharp  quick  dash  flashes  round 
his  fly,  but  he  has  missed  the  chance.  A pause, 
the  lure  falls  lightly,  then  comes  a short  tussle, 
and  the  fisher  lands  his  grayling — the  fish  whosa 
sporting  qualities  will  avail  the  lovers  of  the  rod 
when  trouting  under  summer  skies  has  ceased. 

Again  another  prize  is  taken  from  the  same 
haunt,  and  then  fresh  runs  are  sought.  Our 
friend  has  been  trained  by  some  tried  hand ; he 
throws  straight  across  the  water,  permits  his  fly 
to  sink  awhile  as  it  floats  downwards,  then  brings 
it  back  by  gentle  twitches.  His  heart  is  in  his 
work.  With  what  pleasure  he  takes  note  of  the 
silvery  grey  of  his  prey,  their  spotted  dorsal  fins, 
and  Avell-marked  sides,  and  what  incense  as  of 
wild  thyme  ascends  from  his  well-filled  creel ! 
Now,  as  the  sun  wanes  in  the  west,  the  angler's 
steps  have  brought  him  to  the  entrance  of  the 
wood  beneath  the  crags,  where  the  stream  rushes 
through  a stony  gorge,  amidst  the  darkening 
shadow  of  the  trees.  Here  he  is  hailed  from  the 
opposite  bank.  “What  luck?”  “I  have  done 
well.  And  you  ? ” for  the  inquirer  also  w'ields  a 
rod.  “ Made  a fair  basket.  '\Wiat  flies  have  you 
up?”  “Various;  but  a Blue  Duu  has  proved 
best.”  “ I have  used  a Bumble  in  the  copse,” 
responds  the  new  comer,  “but  shall  try  Duns 
out  here,”  and  having  thus  exchanged  confidences, 
the  friends  part. 

The  scene  changes.  Three  men,  one  evidently  . 
a keeper,  are  making  their  way  across  a broad 
English  park,  studded  with  fine  timber.  In  front 
glistens  a wide-spread  lake,  the  green  turf  here 
stretching  down  to  the  water’s  edge,  there  thick 
coverts  border  the  banks,  the  trees  dipping  to  the 
surface.  Lime,  ash,  and  elm  are  now  bare,  but 
the  oaks  around  still  retain  a scattered  remuant 
of  dry,  red  foliage.  It  is  a brilliant  morning, 
clear  and  bright — an  “Indian  summer’s”  daj-. 
The  trio  have  now  reached  the  mere,  and  the 
keeper  having  deposited  his  burthen  (Cwo  biggish 
bait  cans)  in  the  water,  proceeded  to  assist  the 
gentlemen  to  “ put  up  ” their  rods.  One  man  had 
provided  himself  with  a long  but  not  too  pliable 
rod.  He  fitted  it  with  running  tackle,  a large, 
pear-shaped  float,  a yard  of  well-shotted,  stout 
gut,  and  a No.  G hook.  Hi.s  friend  bore  a 
light  trolling  rod,  and  through  the  standing 
rings  he  I'ove  a thin  waterproof  line,  and 
attached  thereto,  but  slightly  leaded,  a gut 
trace  and  small  flight  for  spinning  the 
minnow.  From  a can  came  a lively  minnow,  and 
the  sportsman,  having  adjusted  the  tiny  fish  to 
the  requisite  curve,  commenced  to  cast. 
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Skilfully  the  bait  was  thrown  out  and  about  a 
fair  distance.  Away  into  the  long  lanes  between 
the  wasting  weeds,  into  the  oj)en  water,  clean 
and  crystal  after  a recent  frost,  the  lure  spinning 
merrily  and  swiftly,  at  one  time  again  slowly 
revolving,  rising,  and  sinking.  The  keeper  looked 
on  in  admiration.  “lie’s  a nailer,’  he  said  ; 1 rn 

blest  if  it  will  be  long  afore  he  ’as  some  on  em. 
At  the  fifth  cast  the  line  checked  as  the  bait 
whirled  round  the  leafless  stalks  of  a bed  of  water- 
lilies,  and  a fine  floundering  perch  in  his  winter 
garb  of  green,  gold,  and  well  marked  bars,  was 
towed  to  land.  “ Well  over  a pound,  pd  there’s 
lots  more  of  *era,”  cried  the  guardian  of  the 
coverts ; and,  being  now  satisfied  that  the 
“ spinner  ” could  “ get  on  ” without  his  advice, 
he  started  off,  and  rowing  gently  brought  a good 
sized  wherry  from  a neighbouring  boat-house  for 
the  use  of  the  other  angler.  (Quickly  the  boat 
with  its  two  occupants  slipped  across  to  the  point 
of  an  eyot  thickly  overgrown  Avith  trees  and 
brushwood,  and,  mooring  his  skiff,  the  keeper 
himself  produced  a rod  and  commenced  to  fish 
with  his  companion,  both  men  live  baiting  with 
minnow  in  a deep  hole  beneath  overhanging 
branches.  Sport  quickly  followed ; frequent 
hallooes  and  inquiries  passed  between  boat  and 
bank,  the  float  fishers  declaring  they  were  “ doing 
best,”  their  comrade  declining  to  join  them,  for 
nearly  every  cast  brought  him  a run.  In  time 
the  fishers  from  the  boat  shifted  their  position 
and  tried  the  paternoster,  thereby  increasing 
their  take,  but  their  friend  was  too  far  distant  to 
hear  their  sallies.  He  had  betaken  himself  to  a 
canal,  emerging  from  the  lake,  and  crossed  by  a 
bridge  reminding  one  of  the  Willow  Pattern,  near 
which  a small  jack  had  bitten  through  the  gut 
spinning  gear.  Here  was  cause  for  complaint, 
and  no  perch  were  to  be  found  in  the  narrow 
waters,  so  the  angler  returned  to  his  former  luck, 
and  had  no  reason  for  a grumble  in  the  evening 
when  he  and  his  friend  counted  up  the  spoil  of 
the  winter  day’s  fishing.  L.  S.-G. 


THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


PIKE  SPINNING  ON  THE  OUSE. 


By  the  “ Theht  Otter.” 

The  sport-giving  quality  of  the  dreamy, 
breamy  Ouse,  that  crawls  so  quietly  through 
the  counties  of  Buckinghamshire,  Bedfordshire, 
Huntingdonshire,  Cambridgeshire,  and  Norfolk, 
is  a fact  that  few  anglers  who  know  anything 
about  the  matter  are  prepared  to  deny.  Budd, 
one  of  the  most  splendidly  coloured  fresh-Avater 
fish  that  swims,  are  in  some  localities  found  of 
such  a size  and  in  such  numbers  that  the  rest  of 
England  cannot  equal  them.  Bream,  also,  are 
there  in  tens  of  thousands,  and  of  such  a quality, 
both  gastronomically  and  sporting,  that  I 
question  if  any  other  river  can  erpial  them. 
Perch,  short  and  thick,  the  very  acme  of  well-fed 
perfection,  can  be  seen  chasing  the  bleak  in  every 
direction  during  the  summer  evenings. 

Eoach  swarm  in  countless  thousands,  and  are 
found  in  nearly  every  swim ; but,  alas  ! they  are 
not  of  the  quality  sought  for  by  the  London  club 
angler.  The  great  majority  of  these  fish  run 
small,  very  small ; taking  them  on  the  average 
during  the  summer  and  autumn  not  more  than 
three  or  four  out  of  every  ten  would  go  well  over 
the  Sin.  standard.  ’Tis  true,  odd  ones  of  21b.  and 
even  over  are  occasionally  taken,  while  I have 
got  in  one  day  three  or  four  that  would  reach 
a pound  apiece,  or  even  more ; still  the  fact 
cannot  be  denied,  that,  taking  them  all  round, 
they  run  smaller  than  their  brethren  in  any  other 
English  stream  I ever  fished  in.  Certain 
localities  of  this  river,  however,  produce  them 
of  a greater  average  weight  than  common ; but 
these  places  are  few  and  far  between,  but  more  of 
this  anon.  Chub,  on  the  other  hand,  are  found, 
in  suitable  localities,  of  a tremendous  size,  short, 
thick,  fat,  and  so  remarkably  cunning  and 
crafty  as  to  tax  the  patience  and  skill  of  the 
angler  to  a remarkable  degree.  The  Ouse  is 
rather  a weedy  river,  but  there  are  plenty  of  places 
where  the  bottom  is  level  and  sandy,  or  gravelly 
even.  I propose,  with  our  Editor’s  kind  per- 
mission, from  time  to  time,  as  the  seasons  come 
round,  giving  short  articles  on  the  fish  just 
touched  upon  in  this  introduction,  with  a, 
description  of  the  swims,  and  the  method  of 
capture  adopted  here. 


The  first  subject  that  I will  introduce  to  your 
notice  is  one  that  is  always  popular  among  sports- 
men, and  just  now  is  in  full  swing.  I allude  to 
spinning  for  jack.  If  there  is  one  fish  more  tha,n 
another  that  this  river  produces  in  splendid 
quality  that  lish  is  the  pike,  especially  when 
ca[)tured  during  November  and  December.  1 
don’t  know  that  ever  I saw  pike  to  beat  them,  for 
colour  and  shape  ; some  of  them  are  remarkably 
short  and  thick.  Turning  to  my  note-book,  I 
find  that  the  season  1889-'J0  was  one  of  the  very 
best  I ever  experienced  for  pike  fishing.  I 
started  on  ( )ct.  b,  spinning,  and  kept  it  up  till 
Jan.  4,  1890;  between  those  two  dates  I Avas  out 
on  twenty  different  days,  and  captured  over  a 
hundred  sizeable  jack,  besides  as  many  more 
that  I returned.  I find  a record  of  what  I 
called  at  that  time  notable  fish.  I measured 
these  fish  with  a tape,  and  from  the  extreme  end 
of  the  snout  to  the  tip  of  the  tail.  On  Oct.  16, 
1889,  I got  one,  61b.  floz  , that  only  measured 
25in.  in  extreme  length ; on  the  19th  I got 
another,  7lb.  6oz.,  29in.  long;  Dec.  18,  I 

find  one  registered  61b.  6oz  , 2.''<in.  in  length; 
Jan.  1,  1890,  one  of  71b.  4oz„  26in.  long;  Feb.  24, 
one,  71b.  13oz.,  only  28in.  in  length ; and  on 
Feb.  28,  one  of  61b.  8oz.,  26in.  long.  I pick  these 
few  examples  out  at  random,  but  they  are  sufficient 
to  show  that  the  pike  of  the  Ouse  are  of  a most 
beautiful  shape.  It  seems  a strange  thing,  but  I 
have  never  yet  taken  a jack  out  of  this  river 
spinning  that  exceeded  101b.  There  are  plenty. 

1 believe,  in  some  of  the  reaches  between  that 
weight  and  201b.,  and  some  odd  ones  even  over; 
but  it  has  not  up  to  now  been  iny  luck  to  get  one 
by  my  favourite  mode  of  spinning.  Again  turn- 
ing to  my  note-book  I find  that  my  twenty  best 
fish  taken  by  this  method,  between  the  dates 
given  above,  only  Aveighed  1231b.  8oz.,  or  an 
average  of  only  ]ust  over  61b.  apiece  ; the  biggest, 
a trifle  more  than  91b.,  was  captured  at  the  foot 
of  Faxton  Hill.  Now  this  is  no  great  record  to 
boast  about,  I know ; but  still  it  is  sufficient  to 
show  that  a good  stock  of  average  size  jack 
are  to  be  met  with  in  this  river,  if  the  angler 
goes  the  right  way  to  work,  and  selects  the 
likeliest  places.  I look  through  my  note-book  to 
find  out  to  what  cause  I attribute  the  sport  of 
the  season  alluded  to,  and  find  that  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  time  the  water  was  clouded,  and  the 
best  fish  and  best  days  were  when  it  was  “ very 
much  clouded.”  I read  an  article  sonie  time 
ago  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  in  which  the 
writer  boldly  stated  that  the  water  could 
not  be  too  clear  for  spinning,  especially 
spinning  with  a spoon.  My  experience  is  exactly 
opposite.  I have  thrown  a spinning  bait  many 
thousands  of  casts ; and  when  a natural  bait 
was  used  success  Avas  all  the  greater  when  the 
water  was  clouded,  and  this  is  more  to  be  noted 
in  spinning  with  a spoon.  In  1892,  I find  on 
reference,  the  water  was  for  several  weeks 
very  low  and  clear,  and  no  sport  to  speak 
about ; then  came  some  heavy  rain,  and  a 
flush  of  water  came  doAvn  the  river.  On  one 
afternoon  when  the  water  rose  at  least  two  feet 
during  the  time  I was  fishing,  and  was  heavily 
charged  with  colour,  I ran  no  less  than  eighteen 
pike  in  not  more  than  one  and  a half  miles  of 
water  ; in  fact,  a careful  perusal  of  my  note-book 
for  several  seasons  confirms  this.  When  the 
water  was  very  clear  and  bright — AAffien  every 
hook  is  plainly  visible  half  way  across  the 
river  to  both  fish  and  fisherman  it  is  very 
little  good  throwing  a bait.  I have  tried  under 
these  conditions  all  sorts  of  dodges,  using  a 
single  gut  trace,  with  the  very  smallest  hooks 
dressed  on  000  copper  gimp,  and  only  four  or 
five  inches  of  this,  just  where  the  pike’s  teeth 
are  likely  to  be  if  hie  takes  hold,  and  for  bait  a 
four  inch  glittering  bleak.  I have  stirred  the 
fish  certainly  (fair-sized  ones  I mean),  and  seen 
them  folloAV  it,  and  tried  everything  I knew  to 
make  them  take  hold  ; but  no,  they  appeared  to 
me  to  be  a deal  too  crafty  to  take  a bait  when 
even  that  fine  tackle  was  so  plainly  exposed. 
Small  ones  of  a pound  or  even  less  under  these 
conditions  are  apt  to  be  a nuisance ; they  Avill 
persist  in  taking  the  bait,  when  their  elders 
con-ider  that  bait  is  to  be  avoided  at  any  cost. 
I have  been  forced  to  put  extra  bright  water  as 
one  of  the  conditii  ns  not  very  conducive  to  sport 
when  spinning.  We  may  get  a few  odd  ones,  but 
that  is  all  (my  readers  must  bear  in  mind  that 
I am  alluding  to  the  River  Ouse,  and  my  own 


experiences  in  that  river).  Recently  a couple 
of  London  anglers  came  down  here,  with  a 
splendid  can  of  Thames  dace,  and  fished  hard 
all  day  in  a reach  of  the  river  that  I know  con- 
tains some  good  ])ike,  but  they  might  as  well,  as 
far  as  results  were  concerned,  have  fished  in  the 
water-butt;  only  one  small  fish,  returned,  re- 
warding their  efforts.  The  wind  and  weather 
were  favourable,  a nice  breeze  rippled  and  dis- 
turbed the  surface,  but  extreme  brightness  of  the 
Avater  was  the  main  cause  of  their  failure. 

But  to  return  to  my  spinning.  In  the  first 
place  I will  very  briefly  notice  the  outfit,  and  say 
at  once  that  as  a general  all-roiAnd  spinning  and 
pike  rod  nothing  can  beat  a good  tough  East  India 
cane,  one  12  feet  long,  in  three  lengths,  the 
top  good  tough  old  lancewood ; the  rings  should 
be  of  a fair  size,  and  the  snake  patter?!,  made  of 
bronzed  and  rust-proof  steel ; the  top  ring  should 
bo  a revolving  steel  one,  and  not  less  tha  n half  an 
inch  in  diameter;  the  butt  end  should  also  be 
fitted  up  with  a hard  Avood  or  India-rubber  knob 
or  button.  Some  anglers  recommend  this  rod  to 
have  a holloAv  butt,  on  purpose  to  hold  a spare  top, 
but  my  advice  is  “don’t,”  because,  if  you  notice, 
there  are  knots  or  joints  at  intervals  down  this 
cane  that  give  the  cane  its  strength  and  rigidity. 
If  these  are  cut  away  by  being  bored  out,  the  butt 
is  likely  to  splinter  up  and  crack  after  being  in 
use  some  little  time.  And  then,  again,  a pike  rod 
top,  with  its  fair-sized  rings  and  top  ring,  would 
want  a butt  of  more  than  ordinary  thickness  to 
comfortably  carry  it.  This  rod,  especially  for 
fishing  in  a weedy  river  like  the  Ouse,  should  be 
fairly  powerful.  First,  because  some  considerable 
strain  is  required  in  casting  out  a heavy  bait ; 
second,  when  a good  jack  is  in  full  sail  for  a weed 
bed  it  Avants  a good  rod  to  turn  him  ; third,  Avhen 
you  get  hung  up  in  some  tough  old  weeds,  with  a 
strong  line  and  tackle,  considerable  force  some- 
times has  to  be  used  to  loosen  it.  These  three 
points  are  of  frequent  occurrence  in  the  Ouse,  so 
that  a very  light,  flimsy  rod  would  very  soon  get 
broken  or  else  strained  beyond  recovery.  I 
do  not  recommend  a hop  pole  or  anything  like 
that,  but  a rod  fairly  stiff  and  powerful,  with 
just  sufficient  spring  in  it  to  cast  out  the  bait 
comfortably  and  accurately. 

I always  spin  from  the  reel,  Nottingham 
fashion,  and  a good  44  inch  wooden  reel,  with 
a strong  cross  back  to  it,  Avill  be  the  best 
for  this  purpose.  It  should  be  fairly  easy 
running,  and  can  have  a movable  check  action 
if  the  angler  likes ; the  whole  reel  should,  how- 
ever, be  strong,  and  for  choice  I prefer  walnut 
as  the  material  for  its  manufacture.  The  line 
should  be  about  sixty  yards  of  undressed  plaited 
white  silk,  of  a good  fair  medium  size.  I do  not 
like  a line  too  thin,  as  in  constant  use  winding  in 
and  out  through  the  steel  rings  of  the  rod  it  is 
liable  to  be  chafed  flat,  and  might  play  you  false 
when  least  expected  or  wanted. 


^^FKOZEN  FISH  THAWED  OUT.” 

Mr.  Henry  P.  Wells  writing  in  Forest  and 
Stream  says : In  the  Forest  and_  Stream^  of 
Nov.  4,  i noticed  a short  article  entitled 
as  above.  The  same  subject  has  been 
touched  on  several  times  recently  in  your  paper. 
Whether  a fish  once  thoroughly  frozen  and 
apparently  dead  Avill  revive  on  being  carefully 
thaAved  out,  is  a question  of  sufficient  interest 
to  justify  anyone  in  recording  his  observations 
who  has  himself  fairly  tried  the  experiment. 

Mine  were  as  follows  : 

On  Christmas  day  two  or  three  years  a»o  we 
were  camped  in  a log  hut,  if  one  might  judge 
from  the  temperature,  very  near  the  vicinity  of 
the  North  Pole.  The  thermometer  was  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  40°  Fahrenheit  below  zero. 
We”  were  deer  hunting,  and  the  hunting  was 
excellent.  Having  killed  one  big  fellow  and  thus 
satisfied  my  thirst  for  blood,  some  other  form  of 
amusement  was  in  order.  Suddenly  a discussion 
of  this  subject  a few  months  before  in  the  London 
Fishing  Gazette  came  to  mind.  My  temperament 
is  such  that  the  moment  I hear  any  statement 
which  seems  curious  or  upon  its  face  improbable, 
if  the  statement  admits  of  the  test  of  actual 
experiment  I itch  to  try  it.  It  is  wonderful  how 
unsuspected  are  the  results  thus_  sometimes 
directly  or  indirectly  obtained,  even  in  a field  of 
inquiry  supposed  to  be  thoroughly  thrashed  out. 
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Rememberins;  the  discussion  whether  a frozen 
fish  would  revive  on  being  thawed  out,  the 
temptation  to  try  the  experiment  under  such 
favourable  conditions  of  time,  temperature,  and 
locality  was  irresistible. 

A hole  was  cut  through  the  ice  of  a neighbour- 
ing pond,  and  seven  or  eight  trout  of  about 
twelve  inches  in  length  were  speedily  caught  with  a 
small  hook  and  deer  meat  for  bait.  When  drawn 
from  the  water  and  thrown  upon  the  snow-covered 
ice  which  hid  the  surface  of  the  pond,  the  trout 
were  almost  instantly  frozen  as  stiff  as  a stake. 
While  fully  alive  to  and  appreciating  the  fact 
that  one  engaged  in  experiment  cannot  be  too 
precise  in  his  methods  of  procedure,  it  was  so 
brutally  cold  that  I neglected  to  note  the  period 
which  elapsed  between  the  time  w'heii  the  first 
and  the  last  fish  was  taken,  but  I should  say  it 
certainly  did  not  exceed  twenty  minutes. 

ffhe  frozen  fish  were  then  collected  as  carefully 
as  though  made  of  glass,  wrapped  with  equal 
care  in  a coat,  and  with  the  utmost  possible  care 
carried  to  camp  some  half  mile  distant.  Within 
five  minutes  after  camp  was  reached,  the  fish 
were  put  in  a tin  vessel  of  ample  size  filled  with 
spring  water.  This  was  about  noon.  All  that 
afternoon  and  all  that  evening  until  ten  o’clock  I 
watched  the  trout,  the  vessel  being  all  the  time 
kept  near  enough  the  fire  so  that  its  contents 
could  not  freeze,  yet  far  enough  so  that  the  water 
should^  not  heat.  I do  not  think  three  consecu- 
tive  minutes  passed  during  all  that  time  when 
the  fish  were  not  under  observation.  That  night 
the  cold  was  so  cruel  that  one  of  the  guides  sat 
up  till  morning  to  tend  the  fire.  My  orders  were 
to  examine  the  fish  from  time  to  time,  and  to  be 
sure  that  the  water  in  which  they  were  neither 
froze  nor  became  perceptibly  warm.  I have 
every  reason  to  believe,  from  my  long  acquaint- 
ance with  the  men  and  their  interest  in  the 
exjieriment,  that  my  instructions  were  carefully 
carried  out. 

On  turning  out  in  the  grey  of  the  next  morn- 
ing  I at  once  examined  the  fish.  The  water  was 
neither  frozen  nor  warm.  Till  nightfall  they  were 
left  undisturhed,  their  condition  being  examined 
at  frequent  intervals. 

When  first  introduced  into  the  water  the  fish 
appeared  as  dead  as  Julius  Cmsar;  and  though 
they  thawed  out  perfectly,  dead  as  Julius  Cmsar 
they  remained  throughout  the  experiment.  Not 
the  slightest  sign  of  life  was  at  any  time  detected 
or  detectible. 

I do  not  mean,  be  it  understood,  to  call  in 
question  anything  which  has  heretofore  been  said 
on  this  subject  in  your  paper.  I only  mean  to 
say  that  under  the  above  conditions  I obtained 
the  above  result.  IIenky  P.  Wells 

New  York,  Nov.  4. 

( ft  is  some  time  since  we  noticed  a communica- 
tion  from  the  author  of  “Fly  Rods  and  Fly 
iackle,  in  Forest  and  Stream,  and  are  glad  that 
the  F,  G.  is  responsible  for  this  interesting 
experience.  We  have  never  seen  frozen  fish  come 
to  hfe ; but,  if  we  remember  rightly,  the  accounts 
we  published  were  of  cases  where  fish  in  water 
had  become  frozen  in  solid  by  all  the  water  freez- 
ing—not  frozen  in  the  air  as  in  Mr.  Wells’  experi- 
ment.— Ed.  F.  G.]  ^ 


trust  that  the  Bill  will  cope  with  this  compara- 
tively modern  evil  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

I SEE  no  reference  to  swans  in  the  notice  of  the 
Bill,  but  fishery  regulations  are  mentioned.  It  is 
very  possible  that  if  London  anglers  and  others 
would  show  themselves  really  in  earnest,  both  in 
the  swan  and  steam  launch  question,  and  would 
place  forcibly  before  the  Conservators  the 
enormous  injury  done  to  the  fisheries  by  those 
birds  and  beasts,  the  board  would  be  prepared  to 
meet  their  views.  The  only  idea  of  fishery 
preservation  that  the  average  angler  has  is  that 
poaching  with  nets  and  night  lines  should  be 
prevented.  A couple  of  swans  in  a week  would 
kill  more  fish  than  a poacher  would  in  a year. 


altottiana 

I H.WE  to  thank  “ Greta  ” for  sending  me  some 
particulars  of  a barbed  wire  case  at  Carlisle.  The 
Board  of  Guardians  there  appear  to  be  responsible 
for  barb  wiring  a narrow  and  much-used  lane, 
and  as  they  do  not  take  any  notice  of  repeated 
cornplaints,  the  urban  sanitary  authority  has 
decided  to  put  the  Act  in  force  against  the 
board,  which  is  rather  amusing. 

There  is  one  point  connected  with  the  Thames 
Conservancy  Bill  which  I did  not  refer  to  last 
week,  and  it  is  one  of  very  great  importance  to 
angling  interests.  In  the  notice  of  the  Bill  it  is 
stated  that  powers  will  be  sought  to  place  a limit  on 
the  speed  of  steam  launches,  and  to  exclude  passen- 
ger launches  from  certain  portions  of  the  river, 
these  passenger  launches  when  delayed  at  the 
locks  are  apt  to  go  at  a high  rate  of  speed  to 
keep  the  times  mentioned  on  their  handbills 
they  do  a great  deal  of  harm  to  the  banks,  and 
still  more  to  the  fisheries,  and  I most  sincerely 


SoiiEWHEEE  about  publishing  day  I suppose 
the  fish  will  be  beginning  to  feed  again  in  the 
Thames.  Since  the  severe  snowstorm,  the  in- 
pour of  snow  water  to  the  river  has  put  every- 
thing off  the  feed,  but  for  all  that  I hear  of  a 
large  jack  weighing,  so  it  is  said,  151b.,  having 
been  caught  by  the  lockkeeper  at  Benson.  The 
story  runs  that  the  man  was  four  hours  landing 
this  fish  ! 

Will  the  establishment  of  an  Eastern  Sea 
Fisheries  District  do  anything  to  improve  the 
angling  for  flat  fish  on  the  east  coast  All  by 
Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  and  Cromer,  the  bottom  is 
eminently  suited  for  plaice,  sand -dabs,  and  the 
like  ; but  a considerable  fleet  of  shrimp-trawlers 
harries  the  bottom,  and  does  not  give  the  fish  a 
chance.  So  many  men  are  engaged  in  the  shrimp 
industry  that  I doubt  very  much  whether  the 
committee  would  be  bold  enough  to  make  and 
enforce  a bye-law  prohibiting  longshore  trawling 
with  small  mesh  nets.  At  Lowestoft  one  can,  at 
the  right  season,  catch  no  end  of  flounders  in  the 
harbour,  but  go  outside  you  get  next  to  nothing. 


Those  who  intend  to  breed  trout  or  to  stock 
their  waters  with  this  fish  should  make  their  ar- 
rangements at  once.  I shall  be  doing  no  harm  in 
again  urging  the  advice  I have  so  often  given — 
not  to  waste  money  over  eggs  or  fry  for  waters 
which  already  contain  other  fish.  Thousands  of 
pounds  have  been  literally  thrown  away  by  persons 
who  thought  that  by  placing  ten  or  fifteen  thousand 
fry  in  their  rivers  they  were  doing  a very  great 
deal  to  improve  their  fisheries.  Not  only  do  fry 
get  eaten  up  by  other  fish,  but  those  which  have 
been  artificially  fed  have  not  become  accustomed 
to  seek  their  food.  A very  large  percentage  of 
these  die  of  starvation  when  introduced  into  a 
river.  When  eyed  ova  have  been  placed  in  a 
small  stream,  communicating  wjth  a lake  or  pond 
devoid  of  fish,  but  obtaining  abundance  of  fish 
food,  some  very  remarkable  results  have  been 
obtained. 

I AVAS  very  glad  to  see  in  Mr.  Andrews’  paper 
on  fish  culture  last  week  a very  important  point 
clearly  emphasised.  It  is  the  newly  made  earth 
pond — by  which  I mean  one  not  cemented  or 
boarded— in  which  the  best  results  are  obtained, 
and  it  is  of  no  little  importance  to  drain  stews 
from  time  to  time  and  leave  them  exposed  to  the 
action  of  light  and  air  for  a few  months.  Both 
sunlight  and  earth  are  great  purifiers. 


People  sometimes  write  to  the  Fishing  Gazette 
about  the  vitality  of  fish,  and  how,  after  having 
kept  them  out  of  the  water  for  some  hours,  they 
find  them  still  alive.  What  about  the  cruelty  of 
this?  I make  it  a rule,  if  I am  not  fishing  in  a 
punt  which  contains  a well,  to  knock  fish  on  the 
head  as  soon  as  I catch  them.  They  eat  all  the 
better  for  it  and  are  saved  from  dying  a lonw 
and  painful  death.  Templar. 


RIVERS  I HAVE  FISHED. 


By  0.  0.  D. 


Fly  Fishers’  Dinner.— We  are  glad  to  say 
that,  as  usual,  there  will  be  a strong  muster  of 
members  of  the  Fly  Fishers’  Club  on  Wednesday 
next,  when  Mr.  W.  Q.  Orchardson,  R.A.,  pre- 
sides. Thanks  to  the  exertions  of  the  hon.  secre- 
tary, Mr.  David  Wilson,  whose  health  we  are  glad 
to  say  is  much  improved,  the  musical  entertain- 
ment will  be  quite  up  to  the  high  standard  of 
previous  years.  We  regret  that  a somewhat 
serious  illness  will  prevent  Mr.  Reg.  G.  Booker 
from  being  present. 


The  Trent. 

Coarse  fish  : Barbel,  bream,  pike,  chub,  roach, 
dace,  flounders,  perch,  eels,  gudgeon,  bleak,  pope, 
&c.  Styles : Floating,  ledgering,  and  tight- 
corking  for  barbel  ; light-corking  and  stret- 
pegging  for  d ce ; ledgering  for  flounders  and 
eels;  also  floating  for  the  former  in  swims  with  a 
clean,  gravelly,  sandy  bottom  ; spinning  and  live 
baiting  for  pike;  and  roving  for  chub  with 
worms,  wasp  grubs,  clean  white  pieces  of  stewed 
scratching,  gentles,  caddis,  &c.  There  is  no  telling 
when  chub  will  not  take  the  tail  of  a maiden  lob, 
a couple  of  good  brandlings,  or  a small  bunch  of 
“cockspurs,’’  or  reds.  Chub  love  a gravelly, 
stony  bottom.  On  mild  days,  even  in  winter,  they 
may  often  be  found  in  rather  lively  streams  four 
and  five  feet  in  depth.  Unless  the  shank  of  the 
hook  is  covered,  it  should,  if  possible,  be  the  same 
colour  as  the  bait ; all  the  line  work  should  be 
done  from  the  reel,  and  the  bait  should  never  be 
checked  on  its  downward  course.  July  for  caddis, 
September  and  October  for  scratching,  from  the 
end  of  August  to  the  end  of  September  for  wasp 
grubs  (say  four  on  a No.  5 hook),  and  sheep’s 
or  bullock’s  pith  for  winter  fishing,  with  brains 
for  ground-bait. 

Roach  are  angled  for  with  a much  lighter  rod 
and  tackle  than  is  used  for  either  chub  or  barbel, 
allowing  the  quill-float  to  travel  down  the  gentle 
stream,  in  a direct  line  with  the  rod-top  (ie., 
down  a roach  swim  pure  and  simple),  and  three 
or  four  inches  of  line  allowed  to  be  in  the  water 
close  to  the  float,  will  often  be  found  sufficient 
pressure  to  enable  the  bait  to  float  down  the  slow 
stream  in  a perfectly  natural  manner,  the  rod 
being  held  in  the  right  hand,  and  line  paid  off 
with  the  left. 

When  adopting  this  method,  both  creed  wheat 
and  malt  are  excellent  baits  for  roach  in  August 
and  September.  If  the  wasp  grubs  are  intended 
to  be  used  quickly  and  without  any  preparation 
they  should  be  kept  in  bran. 

The  Arun. 

Several  styles  can  be  adopted  on  this  river ; 
heavy  ledgering  for  bream,  &c.,  fishing  with 
heavy  float  and  tackle  in  the  strong  eddies  with 
paste,  gentles,  or  worms,  or  even  with  ordinary 
Lea-tackle  when  the  tide  is  at  the  flood.  The 
ground-bait  should  be  made  extra  stiff  for 
this  river.  The  finer  the  line  used  the 
lighter  the  weight  may  be,  as  the  strong 
stream  has  often  a tendency  to  swirl  even  a 
heavy  weight  on  a thick  line  too  close  to  the 
side  and  out  of  the  reach  of  the  fish  when 
bank  fishing.  Much  heavier  tackle  may  be 
used  from  a boat  when  ledgering,  as  the 
angler  can  cast  his  bait  into  the  strongest 
streams  and  eddies  with  the  line  held  straight 
from  the  rod-top  to  the  weight.  Another  plan  is  to 
ledger  with  a bullet  with  a tight  line  and  no  reel, 
getting  the  bait  out  as  far  as  possible  with  the 
18ft.  or  20ft.  rod,  and  striking  from  nudges  or 
pulls  at  the  rod-top.  A pellet  of  very  stiff  and 
adhesive  bread  and  bran,  well  squeezed  round  the 
weight  or  bullet,  makes  a capital  ground-bait, 
and  ledgering  for  eels  is  also  good  fun  when 
they  are  on  the  feed,  using  two  hooks  on  good 
strong  gut,  a fineish  but  strong  line,  throwing 
from  the  reel  well  down  the  stream,  and  standing 
no  nonsense  with  them  when  the  “windlass”  is 
fairly  on  the  go.  The  float  may  often  be  followed 
down  with  the  rod-top  of  an  18  or  20-footer  with 
success,  for  both  roach  and  bream,  in  the  many 
charming  eddies  formed  by  the  ever-varying 
tide,  and  ledgering  is  a good  all-round  method. 

If  stret-pegging  is  practised,  sufficient  weigth 
should  always  be  used  to  keep  the  bait  well 
on  the  bottom,  the  float  standing  out  like  a 
snag,  as  the  under  currents  in  this  river  are  very 
subtle  and  strong.  Ground-bait  worked  up  too 
light  is  liable  to  be  washed  out  of  the  swim, 
resulting  in  more  harm  than  good  to  the  angler. 
Bream  frequently  prefer  marsh-worms  to  brand- 
lings, and  brandlings  to  marsh,  so  it  is  a good 
plan  to  try  both.  Sometimes  they  prefer  paste 
to  either,  and  gentles  may  be  tried  for  a change. 

The  Arun  abounds  with  strong  powerful 
bream,  so  strong  that  very  fine  tackle  is  often 
utterly  useless  Avhen  fishing  Avith  a tight  line. 

It  also  contains  many  grand  roach.  Several 
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over  21b.  have  been  taken  this  season.  In 
certain  reaches  good  dace  may  be  taken,  also 
perch,  carj)  and  eels.  (lood  pike  are  also 
captured.  As  a rule  little  is  done  amongst  the 
bream  alter  October,  and  the  early  season  is 
generally  the  best. 

TiiE  Yahe. 

The  chief  thing  for  the  novice  to  remember 
when  fishing  in  this  river,  is  to  use  sufficient 
weight  near  the  hook  to  get  the  bait  down  quickly 
to  obtain  full  benefit  of  the  ground-bait,  or  the 
tell-tale  will  float  down  the  stream  a considerable 
distance  with  the  too  light  tackle,  with  the  bait 
travelling  much  too  shallow  for  the  fish  to  have  a 
chance  of  seeing  it. 

The  boat  should  be  fixed  parallel  with  the 
stream  in  preference  to  across  it,  as  the  fine 
Norfolk  wherries  and  other  craft  can  be  more 
easily  seen  and  avoided ; and  if  not  more  than 
two  -fishermen  occupy  the  boat  they  can  fish  with 
ease  and  comfort.  The  tyro  should  spare  no  pains 
to  obtain  the  proper  depth,  and  on  no  account  fish 
with  the  float  placed  five  or  six  feet 
from  the  hook  when  the  actual  depth  is 
eight  or  nine  feet,  as  the  best  fish  are  in- 
variably taken  within  touch  of  the  bottom. 
Creed  wheat,  coloured  and  white  paste,  are  the 
very  best  summer  baits  for  roach,  and  later  on 
gentles,  brandlings,  and  “ cockspurs.”  Best 
period  for  bream  is  no  doubt  July  and  August. 
Best  all  round  baits,  tail  of  lob  (more  especially 
in  swift  streams),  brandlings,  and  red  paste. 
Strike  just  as  the  float  is  disappearing  ; the  bait 
should  drag;  and  for  worm  fishing  a discoloured 
is  to  be  preferred  to  a clear  water.  About  an 
hour  before  and  after  high  water  is  a good  time ; 
but  bream,  roach,  Ac.,  refuse  to  bite  more  or  less 
when  the  tide  is  at  flood.  Pike  are  numerous, 
and  many  are  taken  spinning  from  a boat  with 
the  spoon,  &c. 

The  Wiltshire  Avon. 

The  magnificent  pools  to  be  met  with  on  this 
river  often  contain  trout,  grayling,  grand  roach, 
and  dace,  which  may  be  taken  by  taking  one’s 
stand  at  the  head  of  a pool,  and  allowing  the 
float  to  run  down  within  a foot  or  two  of  the 
foamy  flakes  or  bubbles,  keeping  just  sufficient 
backward  pressure  to  prevent  the  float  and 
tackle  getting  in  front  of  the  bait;  the  greatest 
weight  being  placed  on  the  gut  nearest  the  line, 
where  the  play  of  the  stream  is  the  strongest,  and 
the  bottom  shot  1-5  inches  from  the  hook  ; by 
baiting  with  worms,  cad-bait,  wasp  grubs,  gentles, 
and  creed  wheat,  according  to  circumstances ; 
whilst  trout  and  jack  may  also  be  taken  with 
small  dace,  gudgeon,  and  minnows  on  the  finest 
possible  tackle  in  the  clear  water.  When  the 
gates  are  down  and  the  stream  is  slow,  the 
deeper  rush-fringed  reaches  may  be  fished  with  a 
light  15ft.  or  16ft.  rod  for  roach  in  the  Lea 
style,  casting  in  the  ground-bait  just  above 
the  float,  or  they  may  be  taken  with  a very 
light  ledger  in  places  free  from  weeds,  &c. 
Larger  pike  may  be  taken  in  these  quiet  deepish 
runs  than  in  the  pools  with  dace,  gudgeon, 
or  roach,  with  either  the  Jardine  snap  or  single 
gut  hook,  and  a tapering  cork  float,  in  preference 
to  the  ordinary  pike  float ; they  travel  better,  and 
the  resistance  when  a pike  seizes  the  bait  is 
comparatively  nil.  Minnows  grow  to  a very 
large  size  in  this  river,  and  greedily  take  a small 
red  worm.  One  day  I took  four  roach  that 
weighed  over  61b.,  most  handsome  and  shapely 
fish.  Also  two  dace  that  weighed  over  24oz., 
two  grayling  that  weighed  over  51b.,  three  lovely 
trout,  and  two  or  three  jack. 

The  roach  were  taken  with  wheat,  the  dace 
with  caddis,  the  grayling  with  worms,  and  the 
trout  with  caddis  and  minnows.  All  except  the 
roach  were  taken  in  the  pools,  on  very  fine  tackle, 
the  water  being  gin  fine. 


Sir  Walter  Scott’s  name  appears  among  the 
list  of  fiction  writers  in  the  Christmas  Number 
of  Hcribner's.  By  arrangement  with  Mrs.  Max- 
well-Scott,  the  publishers  are  able  to  issue  a 
hitherto  unpublished  work  of  the  great  novelist 
— a scries  of  “Private  Letters  of  King  James’s 
Reign,’’  which  was  the  form  that  Scott  first 
selected  for  a historical  romance,  but  afterwards, 
on  the  advice  of  his  friends,  he  changed  his  plan 
and  used  much  of  the  material  in  “ The  Fortunes 
of  Nigel.’’ 


WELSH  ANGLING  STATIONS. 

(Rei'Rinteh  from  George  Agar  Hansard's 
“Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing  in  Wales.’’) 

{Coniinued  from  page  421.) 

Llandewi  Vblvrey,  two  miles  from  Narbeth, 
on  the  Tiff. 

Llanerciillwydog,  four  miles  from  Fishguard, 
romantically  situated  on  the  River  Gwayn. 

Llangolman,  nine  miles  from  Narbeth,  on  the 
Eastern  Cleddy. 

Llanvair  Nant  y Gove,  four  miles  from  Fish- 
guard, on  the  Gwayn. 

Llanviiiangel  Penbedw,  five  miles  from 
Cardigan,  near  the  source  of  the  Nevern. 

Llanycevn,  thirteen  miles  from  Haverford- 
Avest,  the  E.  Cleddy,  and  numerous  tributary 
streams. — Fine  angling. 

Manerdi\  Y,  six  miles  from  Newcastle  Emlyn, 
on  the  Teivi. 

Meliney.  eight  miles  from  Cardigan — several 
branches  of  the  Nevern. — Fine  angling. 

Mynavere.  four  miles  and  a half  from  Narbeth, 
on  the  Cleddy. — Fine  angling. 

St.  Thoaias,  one  mile  and  a half  from  Haver- 
fordwest, on  a tributary  of  the  Cleddy. 

Trefgarn,  five  miles  from  Haverfordwest. 

Nudb.vxton,  on  the  Cleddy. 

Camross,  four  miles  from  Haverfordevest,  on  a 
branch  of  the  Cleddy. 

Rocii,  seven  miles  from  Haverfordwest,  on  a 
good  but  nameless  stream. 

Capel  Colman,  seven  miles  from  Newcastle 
Emlyn,  on  a good  stream  called  the  Dylas. 

Letterston,  ten  miles  from  Haverfordwest, 
advantageously  situated  between  tAvo  branches 
of  the  Cleddy. 

Llanrian,  seven  miles  from  St.  David’s,  on  a 
nameless  stream. 

St.  N1CHOL.AS,  five  miles  west  of  Fishguard,  on 
a nameless  stream. 

Castlemartin,  six  miles  from  Pembroke,  on  a 
nameless  stream. 

Kilriiedyn,  five  miles  from  Newcastle,  ,bn  the 
Cutch. 

St.  Laaa'rencb,  about  eight  miles  from  Fish- 
guard, on  the  Hig ; a good  salmon,  sewin,  and 
trout  river. 

Pembrokeshire  has  few  Lakes. 

There  are  tAVO  near  Lanychair  Church,  about 
three  miles  from  Fishguard;  also  near  St.  David’s, 
on  the  western  side  of  the  county. 

BRECKNOCKSHIRE. 

The  principal  rivers  of  the  county  are — the  Wye, 
the  Usk,  the  Irvon,  the  Tawe,  the  Taf,  and  the 
Nedd,  or  Neath. 

The  Wye, 

With  a trifling  exception  at  Glasbury,  washes 
the  northern  boundary  of  this  county,  and  divides 
it  from  Radnorshire  for  about  thirty-three  miles 
in  length,  after  which  it  enters  Herefordshire, 
near  Hay,  and  falls  into  the  Severn  below 
Chepstow.  In  this  river  are  found  salmon,  trout, 
grayling,  pike,  perch,  lastsprings,  samlet,  or 
salmon  pink,  chub,  dace,  loach,  gudgeons,  eels, 
roach,  lampreys,  shad,  bullheads,  crayfish, 
minnows,  and  mussels.  The  salmon  and  pike  are 
remarkably  good.  The  trout  are  not  in  equal 
estimation  with  epicures,  the  flesh  being 
white,  and  they  have  neither  the  firmness  nor 
flavour  of  those  caught  in  the  Uske.  This,  how- 
ever, is  of  little  consequence  to  the  sportsman.  It 
is  remarkable  that  the  crayfish,  or  fresh-water 
lobster,  is  found  in  many  brooks  running  into  the 
Wye;  but  seldom  or  never  in  those  falling  into 
the  Uske  or  the  Irvon.  Many  unsuccessful 
attempts  have  been  made  to  remove  them  into  the 
rivers  of  Carmarthenshire  and  Glamorganshire, 
and  even  into  some  brooks  communicating  with 
the  Irvon,  which  empties  itself  into  the  Wye,  but 
when  thus  conveyed  they  soon  disappear.  Not 
being  found  dead,  and  their  vacant  shells  being 
never  seen,  they  consequently  either  emigrate  or 
are  totally  devoured  by  the  indigenous  inhabitants 
of  the  stream,  to  which  they  are  thus  unnaturally 
introduced,  and  who,  perhaps,  dislike  the  company 
of  these  intruders. 

The  Usk 

Has  its  source  on  the  northern  side  of  the 
Carmarthenshire  beacons,  some  miles  above  Tre- 
castle,  and,  receiving  the  waters  of  numerous 


small  streams  from  every  side,  flows  eastward  to 
the  capital  of  the  county,  and  thence  by  the  town 
of  Crickhowel,  a little  below  which  it  enters 
Monmouthshire.  Its  waters  abound  with  fish  of 
various  kinds,  especially  salmon  and  trout,  for 
the  latter  of  which  it  is  much  celebrated.  The 
angler,  however,  is  recommended  not  to  commence 
operations  until  he  reaches  the  Immediate  neigh- 
bourhood of  Crickhowel,  as,  between  that  town 
and  Abergavenny,  the  Clydach  flows  into  the 
Uske,  and  poisons  its  waters  by  the  refuse  of  the 
iron  works  which  it  carries  down  with  it. 

The  Tra'on. 

The  least  known  (to  Englishmen)  of  the  Welsh 
rivers  are  by  far  the  most  worthy  of  name  and 
acquaintance.  The  Irvon  is  probably  as  little 
familiar  to  the  summer  v-isitors  of  Wales  as  any 
foreign  stream  not  commercial,  yet  in  its  course 
of  twenty-five  miles,  ere  it  falls  into  the  Uske, 
near  Builth,  few  routes  conduct  us  through  so 
many  charming  scenes.  Every  mile  of  this  course 
is  such  as  Walton  would  have  deemed  worthy  of 
commemoration  by  a song.  The  Irvon,  receiving 
the  Chwernwy,  the  Dylas  or  Dulas,  and  other 
streams  from  the  north,  forms  the  channel 
through  which  are  poured  nearly  all  the  super- 
fluous waters  of  that  part  of  the  county  lying 
northward  of  the  Eppynt  Hills,  and  joins  the 
Wye  a little  above  the  town  of  Builth,  after  a 
course  of  twenty  miles. 

The  Llynvi 

Has  its  source  above  Savaddan  Lake,  and  flows 
into  the  Wye  near  Pipton  Chapel. 

The  T.yf 

Is  formed  by  two  streams,  called  Taf  Vawr  and 
Taf  Bechan,  which  descend  turbulently  and 
precipitously  from  the  beacons  of  Brecknock- 
shire, over  limestone  precipices,  and  unite  on  the 
southern  border  of  the  county  near  Merthyr 
Tidvil. — Good  at  some  distance  from  Merthyr,  in 
the  spring  of  the  year. 

The  Ne.ath 

Has  a similar  source  further  westward,  and, 
together  with  several  other  streams,  by  which  it 
is  shortly  after  joined,  forms  various  grand  and 
beautiful  cascades. 

The  Melte  and  Hepste 

Are  worthy  of  notice,  both  for  the  excellent 
sewin  and  trout  which  they  contain,  and  for  their 
numerous  and  beautiful  cascades. 

Principal  Fishing  Stations. 

Cray,  nine  miles  and  a half  from  Brecknock,  at 
the  junction  of  the  Cray  with  the  Uske. 

Crickad.arn,  eleven  miles  and  a half  from  Hay, 
on  the  River  Wye,  and  near  the  Clettwr. 

Crickhowel,  thirteen  miles  from  Brecknock,  on 
the  Uske. — This  is  a very  celebrated  fishing  station. 
The  river  here  aboun<ls  with  trout  and  salmon. 

Aberllya'Ni,  four  miles  from  Hay,  beautifully 
situated  at  the  conflux  of  the  Llynvi  and  the  Wye. 
— Good  angling. 

Battle,  two  miles  and  three-quarters  from 
Brecknock,  at  the  meeting  of  Rivers  Yseir  and 
Uske. 

Brecknock,  on  the  Uske.  The  best  anglers 
and  the  finest  fishing  in  South  Wales  are  found  in 
the  vicinity  of  Brecknock. 

Bronllys,  seven  miles  and  a half  from  Hay, 
near  the  lilynvi. 

Glasbury.  four  miles  from  Hay,  on  the  Wye. 

Drifpin  Honddu,  seven  miles  from  Brecknock, 
on  the  Honddu. 

Ll.an  wrth  Rhyd,  “ the  Church  by  the  Ford,” 
on  the  Irvon.  This  is  a Avild  and  small,  but  truly 
characteristic  Welsh  village.  A rude  bridge,  a 
wooded  A'ale,  with  the  River  Irvon  winding  away 
into  the  defiles  of  the  romantic  mountains  em- 
bosoming all  its  course ; cottages  of  true  Welsh 
character,  with  piles  of  peat  larger  than  the 
houses,  and  that  sort  of  green,  cool  light  which 
mountains  cast  over  the  landscapes  of  the  valley, 
form  this  scene.  Following  the  river  by  a 
bowered  road,  the  traveller  finds  himself  in  front 
of  a someAvhat  antique-looking  mansion,  so  de- 
lightfully close  to  the  cool,  pastoral  stream,  that 
p,  “ brother  of  the  angle  ” can  sit  and  pursue  his 
sport  from  the  window  in  a sunny  shower. 

Abergwessyn,  a short  distance  from  the  above. 
Two  small  churches  stand  on  either  side  of  the 
river.  There  is  a good  public  house  here,  and 
plenty  of  trout  and  salmon. 

(To  he  continued.) 
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(Provincfal  flotes 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society  was  held  at  the  headquarters  on, 
Friday  evening  last,  Nov.  2t.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided, 
and  Mr.  C.  White  occupied  the  vice  chair.  The  minutes 
of  the  previous  meeting,  held  on  Oct.  27  last,  were 
read  and  confirmed.  The  secretary  then  read  to  the 
meeting  a letter  received  from  the  Highgate  Park 
Society,  in  which  it  stated  that  one  of  their  members 
had  died.  The  secretary,  after  reading  the  letter,  pointed 
out  that  the  member  in  question  was  five  weeks  within 
being  entitled  to  relief.  This  important  matter  was  dis- 
cussed at  some  length,  when,  owing  to  the  sad  state  in 
which  the  widow'  of  the  deceased  member  and  her  four 
children  are  left,  it  was  decided  to  make  a special 
grant  of  .£1,  without  prejudice  to  any  further  eases  that 
may  be  brought  before  the  committee.  An  application 
for  relief  for  one  of  the  members  of  the  Garrison  Lane 
Society  was  made  by  the  secretary  of  the  club.  This 
case  was  a very  deserving  one,  inasmuch  as  the  member 
had  been  unable  to  follow  his  employment  for  nine 
weeks,  owing  to  having  broken  his  arm.  A grant  of  one 
guinea  was  made.  The  secretary  reported  that  the  late  con- 
test and  the  distribution  of  prizes  had  helped  to  increase 
the  funds  of  the  society  considerably,  but  at  the  present 
time  there  were  certain  small  sums  still  unaccounted 
for  by  several  of  the  secretaries,  which  he  hoped  would 
be  paid  in  as  soon  as  possible.  Only  two  reports  were 
given  in  by  the  divisional  committees  of  their  visits  to 
the  Small  Heath  and  Spring  Hill  clubs.  These  were 
very  satisfactory,  and  the  thanks  of  the  committee  were 
accorded  to  the  gentlemen  who  had  made  the  visit. 
Owing  to  the  ordinary  monthly  meeting  falling  on  the 
Friday  before  Christmas,  and  being  a very  busy  night 
for  the  members  of  the  committee,  it  was  decided  to 
hold  the  next  meeting  on  the  second  Friday  in  January 
next. 

The  Benevolent  Society  intend  holding  a concert  at 
one  of  the  leading  music-halls  in  Birmingham  in  aid  of 
the  funds  of  the  society,  and  Mr.  C.  White  has  been 
asked  by  the  committee  to  get  the  necessary  information 
and  lay  it  before  the  next  meeting.  Some  two  years  ago 
a similar  concert  was  held,  when,  after  paying  all 
expenses,  the  sum  of  .£20  was  added  to  the  funds.  This 
was  a fair  sum,  but  I hope  that  the  next  concert  will  be 
more  successful,  and  a mirch  larger  sum  be  handed  over. 

The  Sparkbrook  Angling  Society  held  their  fourth 
annual  dinner  on  Thursday,  Nov.  23,  at  tlieir  club- 
house, the  Rose  Tavern,  Henley-street, Sparkbrook,  when 
near  upon  fifty  members  sat  down  to  a first-class  repast, 
which  was  served  up  in  first-class  style  by  Host 
Wilkinson.  After  the  good  things  had  been  disposed 
of,  Mr.  T.  Coles  was  voted  to  the  chair.  The 
toasts  of  the  Associations  were  given,  and  responded  to 
by  Messrs.  Miller  and  White,  after  which  harmony 
reigned  supreme,  and  a very  jolly  evening  was  spent. 
During  the  evening  the  host  promised  three  prizes  for 
the  three  best  pike  taken  during  the  Christmas  holidays. 
The  club  also  intends  to  bold  two  concerts  at  the  club- 
house on  Dec.  26  and  27,  in  aid  of  a fund  to  furnish  a 
cottage  that  the  club  has  taken  at  Alveston,  on  the 
River  Avon,  for  the  use  of  the  members  fishing  the  club 
waters.  The  object  of  the  concert  deserves  every  success, 
and  I hope  to  hear  of  a good  financial  result. 

The  weather  has  taken  a change  that  will  encourage 
some  of  those  who  thought  that  the  1893  fishing  days 
were  over  to  venture  out  again.  Last  week  v/e  had  rain, 
snow,  and  frost ; but  as  these  notes  leave  me  the 
weather  during  mid-day  is  bright  and  warm.  The  late 
heavy  rains  have  washed  the  snow  broth  out  of  the 
rivers,  and  they  are  getting  into  condition  again. 
Nothing  worth  recording  has  been  done  since  my  last 
notes,  but  if  this  unseasonable  weather  continues  a large 
number  of  the  members  will  turn  out. 

Owing  to  the  heavy  rain  on  Saturday  last  only  three 
members  of  the  St.  George’s  turned  out  on  Sunday  to 
fish  their  bye  contest.  As  a consequence  the  contest 
has  been  postponed.  _____ 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  conditions  for  pike  fishing  in  the  Fen  district  are 
just  now  exceptionally  favourable,  the  waters  being  in 
as  good  trim  as  the  most  fastidious  sportsman  could 
wish  for.  There  has  been  an  uninterrupted  spell  of 
sport  since  the  22nd  ult.,  and  some  heavy  bags  have 
been  made  on  most  rivers.  The  Witham,  between 
Lincoln  and  Boston,  has,  perhaps,  yielded  the  heaviest 
and  best  fish,  though  on  some  of  the  minor  watercourses 
anglers  have  made  satisfactory  bags  ; in  fact,  some  have 
caught  more  pike  than  they  could  comfortably  carry 
home.  Of  the  Forty-foot  patrons,  Mr.  Green,  since  the 
2.5th,  has  captured  301b.,  made  up  of  seven  fish,  the 
largest  being  71b.  Mr.  Kitchen  got  two,  on  the  28th, 
weighing  111b.,  and  Mr.  Nixon  one  of  61b.  Heavier  fish 
have  come  to  hand  on  the  W'ithain,  about  Bardney  and 
Tattershall,  where  101b.  and  121b.  specimens  have  been 
landed.  The  latest  reports  show  that  several  sportsmen 
have  taken  as  much  as  301b.  and  401b.,  %vith  one  rod,  in 
a single  day.  It  is  a long  time  since  trolling  enthusiasts 
were  favoured  with  such  open  weather  in  November. 


FRCM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  New  Islington  Teetotal  Angling  Society  enter 
upon  another  financial  year  with  an  increased  member- 
ship. The  annual  meeting  on  the  22nd  was  a well- 
attended  and  plea.sant  one,  and  the  election  of  officers 
points  to  the  fact  that  past  services  are  not  forgotten 
in  this  society,  and  in  the  following  nantes  old  and 


prominent  anglers  will  easily  be  recognised.  President, 
Mr.  James  Edwards  ; treasurer,  Mr.  Charles  Parting- 
ton ; secretary,  Mr.  George  Whillingham.  Working 
men  who  do  not  require  the  comforts  of  the  public- 
house  will  do  well  to  join  this  association. 

The  attention  of  anglers  is  once  more  directed  to  the 
smoking  concert  on  Dec.  G,  at  the  Falstaff  Hotel, 
Market  Place,  Manchester,  commencing  at  seven  o’clock. 
A first-class  accompanist  and  several  good  singers  have 
been  specially  engaged  for  the  occasion. 

On  Saturday,  Nov.  25,  the  Hulme  Crown  Anglers 
were  at  the  social  board,  and  a thorough  enjoyable  time 
they  had.  First  a good  old-fashioned  spread,  no 
apologies  for  joints,  but  those  that  stood  the  attack  and 
came  out  victorious.  Then  followed  a lantern  entertain- 
ment by  Mr.  F.  Bibby,  in  which  many  fishing  resorts 
were  re-viaited,  and  much  amusement  caused  by  several 
well-known  anglers  appearing  unexpectedly  on  the 
screen.  Toasts  and  harmony  completed  the  evening. 
The  Bolton  district  is  advancing  in  every  way.  At  their 
last  meeting  four  new  clubs  were  proposed  for  admission 
into  the  district. 

On  the  22nd  ult.  a party  from  the  Kingfisher  Angling 
Society  had  a day  in  Cheshire  ; by  permission,  a well- 
known  and  popular  mere  was  fished.  Unfortunately 
the  boat  had  not  been  repaired  since  its  last  submarine 
voyage,  and  consequently  fishing  was  restricted  to  a 
very  small  portion  of  the  water  ; still  the  sport  was  not 
absolutely  blank,  but  the  weather  beggars  description. 
Stocking  is  proceeding  at  a lively  pace  about  Rochdale 
and  Littleborough,  and  is  also  in  fashion  in  East  Lan- 
cashire. Angling  is  practically  at  a standstill,  but 
dinners  and  meetings  are  in  full  swing,  and  digestive 
organs  heavily  taxed.  Arrangements  are  in  hand  for 
starting  a new  angling  society  in  Manchester.  The 
success  attending  the  Levenshulme  and  Kingfisher 
Angling  Societies,  and  the  great  number  of  applications 
for  membership  to  these  two  high-class  societies  jjoints 
out  the  demand  for  this  class  of  club,  hence  the  effort 
now  being  put  forth  to  form  another.  Further  particu- 
lars will  be  shortly  forthcoming. 


, FROM  NORFOLK. 

Our  rivers  and  broads  are  recovering  from  the  effects 
of  last  week’s  tides,  and  will  soon  be  in  good  pike  fishing 
condition. 

Very  few  fish  have  been  caught  during  the  past  week, 
but  prospects  are  good  for  next  week’s  fishing.  On 
Thursday  last  Mr.  J.  L.  Cope,  of  London,  fishing  with 
Marcon  on  Wroxham  Broad,  took  a beautiful  pike  of 
171b.,  on  a d'  ad  roach  mounted  on  a Chapman  spinner. 
Mr.  A.  J.  Rudd  and  friend  were  out  the  same  day  on  a 
private  broad,  and  took  nearly  a score  small  fish,  three 
only,  weighing  51b.  each,  being  retained. 

Mr.  T.  E.  (junn  has  had  for  preservation  a 21b.  9oz. 
trout  taken  in  the  Wensum,  near  Norwich. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Norwich  Angling  Club  was 
held  on  Tuesday  evening  at  the  Walnut  Tree  Shades, 
under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  B.  B.  Mor’gan,  when  about 
thirty-five  members  and  friends  partook  of  a well-served 
repast,  supplied  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Corbyn  in  good  style.  Mr. 
Charles  Daniels  was  in  the  vice-chair,  and  the  company 
included  Councillors  Everitt  and  George  D.aniels, 
Messrs.  G.  C.  Davies,  F.  Cozens-Hardy,  J.  B.  Pearce, 
Clark  Stoughton,  G.  G.  Whincop,  T.  Smith,  T.  W. 
Butler,  T.  E.  Gunn,  J.  Lestrange,  W.  D.  Edwards, 
H.  R.  Downes,  C.  J.  Greene,  A.  J.  Rudd,  W.  B.  Hovell, 
M.  Cullington,  H.  King,  Howard  Dakin,  M.  Bailey, 
H.  H.  Greene,  and  other  gentlemen.  Letters  were  re- 
ceived from  Messrs.  D.  Day,  F.  O.  Taylor,  E.  B. 
Grimmer,  H.  Barwell,  and  S.  Matthews  expressing  regret 
at  their  inability  to  be  present.  After  the  usual  loyal 
toasts  from  the  chair,  Mr.  W.  D.  Edwards  proposed  the 
Conservators  of  the  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  fisheries,  with 
which  was  coupled  the  healths  of  Messrs.  G.  C.  Davies, 
J.  B.  Pearce,  and  C.  J.  Greene.  Mr.  Davies,  in  a witty 
speech,  in  which  he  very  amusingly  criticised  the 
Thames  and  Nottingham  styles  of  angling,  dwelt  upon 
the  good  that  this  sport  does  in  promoting  good  feeling 
and  giving  healthful  recreation.  Mr.  II.  R,  Downes 
next  gave  the  “Visitors,”  for  whom  Messrs.  Everitt, 
Farrow,  and  Clark  Stoughton  responded.  Mr.  Beck 
gave  the  “ Norwich  Angling  Club,”  speaking  of  the  high 
character  of  the  club,  and  the  difficulty  there  was  in  be- 
coming a member  of  it.  Coupled  with  the  toast  was  the 
health  of  the  secretary.  Mr.  J.  D.  Beeston,  after 
thanking  the  gentlemen  iiresent  for  according  so  much 
cordiality  to  the  toast,  gave  an  account  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  society  during  the  year. 

Mr.  J.  Lestrange  proposed  “The  Yare  and  Bure 
Preservation  Society.”  He  was  glad  a movement  was 
on  foot  to  regulate  traffic  on  the  rivers  of  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk,  and  he  thought  this  was  the  outcome  of  efforts 
of  the  members  of  the  club.  Mr.  C.  J.  Greene,  whose 
name  was  coupled  with  the  toast,  said  that  the  society 
he  represented  deserved  well  of  anglers,  for  it  had 
worked  hard  for  their  benefit.  He  was  pleased  to  hear 
that  there  had  been  such  excellent  sport  during  the 
year.  One  club  at  Yarmouth  took  over  a ton  of  fish 
during  the  year,  most  of  it  out  of  the  Yare,  and  yet 
never  subscribed  towards  the  preservation  of  the  stream. 
He  hoped  that  the  Bill  to  be  applied  for  in  relation  to 
the  traffic  on  the  river  would  be  obtained,  so  that  bye- 
laws could  be  passed  to  put  down  the  rei)rirhensible 
conduct  of  which  complaint  had  so  often  been  made. 
The  Vice-President  gave  “ Kindred  Angling  Societies,” 
and  Mr.  Farrow  replied.  Mr.  Greene  desired  it  to  he 
understood  that  three  or  four  angling  societies  were 
annual  subscribers  to  the  Yare  Preservation  and  Angler’s 
Society,  but  the  Norwich  Angling  Society,  besides  sub- 
scribing, made  ita.<!i?ie  </iid  non  that  no  one  but  members 
of  the  Yare  Preservation  Society  could  be  admitted  into 


that  club.  Mr.  Davies  gave  “ The  President,”  and  Mr. 
Morgan  replied.  The  toast  of  “ The  Past  Presidents  ” 
followed,  and  was  responded  to  by  Messrs.  .1.  B.  Pearce 
and  T.  E.  Gunn.  Mr.  J.  B.  Pearce  proposed  the  health 
of  “ The  Vice-Chairman.’’  Mr.  Charles  Daniels  replied 
in  a brief,  pithy  speech,  in  which  he  said  he  was  proud 
of  the  honour  of  being  vice-president  of  such  a flourishing 
body  as  the  Norwich  Angling  Club-  The  musical  pro- 
gramme was  ably  carried  out  by  Messrs.  Frank  Darken, 
E.  A.  Bracey,  J.  Brown,  and  J.  D.  Beeston. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Angling  pursuits  are  by  no  means  buoyant  in  our 
district.  Boisterous  winds  have  raged  since  Monday, 
on  which  day  the  Trent  contained  the  greatest  volume 
of  water  it  had  held  since  the  early  part  of  March. 
The  rise  brought  down  a good  deal  of  weed  and  other 
refuse,  and  is  bound  to  improve  sport  later  on. 

Pike  fishermen  were  actually  out  at  Weston  on  Mon- 
day, but  they  could  not  have  seen  the  river  at  our 
Trent  or  Wilford  Bridge  before  undertaking  the  journey. 
The  water  was  of  a brown-red  colour  and  altogether 
opposed  to  either  spinning  or  live-baiting. 

On  Tuesday  the  rise  was  rapidly  disappearing,  and 
several  coarse  fish  anglers  were  out  in  the  Shardlow 
length.  Cocksimr  worms  were  used  for  bait,  but 
although  numerous  sheltered  swims  were  operated 
upon,  only  one  solitary  roach  was  taken.  Falling  waters 
in  the  Trent  never  bring  sport — the  angler  wants  to 
catch  the  river  rising  or  just  on  the  turn  to  effect  much 
good. 

One  of  the  Wellington  Angling  Society’s  members 
recently  returned  from  private  waters  with  some 
magnificent  pike,  the  heaviest  of  which  weighed  19|lb. 
The  prizes  won  by  the  members  during  the  summer 
season  were  on  view  at  headquarters  on  Wednesday 
night,  and  those  entitled  to  them  went  through  the 
ordeal  of  selection.  They  were  really  a handsome  and 
valuable  lot.  The  bi-annual  dinner  took  place  on  the 
following  night,  and,  needless  to  remark,  the  proceed- 
ings were  a great  success.  The  society  is  just  now 
making  most  rapid  strides,  and  for  the  winter  competi- 
tions there  is  certain  to  be  keen  rivalry  for  the  chub 
prizes,  that  fish  standing  first  on  the  prize  list. 

Local  fishermen  will  remember  that  a few  weeks  ago  a 
man  named  Hickman  was  convicted  at  Newark  Quarter 
Sessions  for  poisoning  trout  in  the  River  Greet,  at 
Southwell,  and  was  sentenced  to  five  years  penal 
servitude.  In  the  House  of  Commons,  on  Thursday 
night,  Nov.  23,  Mr.  Alpheus  Morton  asked  the  Home 
Secretary  whether  his  attention  had  been  called  to  the 
sentence,  and  whether  he  would  inquire  into  the  facta 
of  the  case  with  a view  to  the  mitigation  of  the 
punishment  awarded. 

The  Home  Secretary  (Mr.  Asquith)  replied  that  the 
man  was  charged  with  poisoning  a considerable  length 
of  the  main  stream  in  the  district,  used  largely  for 
domestic  purposes  and  for  watering  cattle.  He  pleaded 
guilty.  He  appeared  to  be  a habitual  criminal  of  a bad 
type,  having  been  convicted  no  less  than  twenty-one 
times  in  the  last  thirty  years  for  various  offences, 
including  burglary  and  petty  larceny.  He  could  not, 
under  the  circumstances,  interfere  with  the  sentence. 

Mr.  Morton  : Admitting  the  bad  character  of  the  man, 
does  the  right  hon.  gentleman  not  consider  that  five 
years’  penal  servitude  was  a harsh  sentence  ? 

The  Home  Secretary  : No  ; I canno-t  say  I think  it 
was.  


FROM  READING. 

Mr.  Phillips,  of  Reading,  has  paid  the  debt  of  nature, 
and  by  his  demise  the  vice-president’s  chair  of  the  local 
Waltonian  club  has  been  rendered  vacant.  Mr.  Phillips 
was  a keen  fisherman,  and  was  widely  known  in  the 
Berks  county  town. 

After  the  blizzard  the  rivers  have  swollen,  and  at 
Reading  the  Thames  is  at  a very  fair  height.  However, 
until  a storm  stirs  the  bottom  and  colours  the  water 
little  will  be  transacted.  The  number  out  during  the 
week  has  been  comparatively  slight.  The  best  take  fell 
to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Homes,  this  being  a pike,  in  weight 
bjlb.  Hyde  ran  him  close  with  one  scaling  71b.  15oz. ; 
the  same  gentlemen  shared  several  small  ones  averaging 
31b.  Nothing  in  the  roach  line  has  been  done. 

At  a recent  meeting  of  the  Newbury  Town  Council  it 
was  resolved  that  the  agreement  made  by  Mr.  Eyre  to 
fish  in  the  river  adjoining  his  land  at  Newbury.  Farther 
that  the  Mayor  and  Chairman  of  the  Board  be  asked  to 
negotiate  with  the  Angling  Association  with  a view'  to 
the  Association  giving  up  any  rights  they  may  have  of 
fishing  in  the  cuts  on  the  east  of  the  town. 


FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

It  is  a little  unfortunate,  at  a time  like  this,  when  so 
much  hostility  is  being  expressed  towards  fishing  com- 
petitions, that  the  enemy  should  have  put  into  their 
hands  such  an  excellent  weapon  as  that  supplied  by  a 
case  heard  at  the  Sheffield  County  Court  recently. 
Probably  at  no  time  like  the  present  was  there  so  much 
antagonism  to  angling  competitions.  The  higher  ranks 
of  the  angling  community  have  made  a dead  set  against 
them.  The  most  respectable  of  the  working  classes  are 
beginning  to  realise  that  they  are,  in  many  cases,  pot- 
hunting excursions,  at  which  the  art  is  degraded  below 
the  level  of  a foot-race,  and  are  refusing  to  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  them.  A statement  I made  in  this 
column  recently  as  to  the  number  of  excursions 
from  Sheffield  to  the  association’s  fishing  grounds 
during  the  season,  was  used  as  a peg  upon  which 
to  hang  a humorous  but  scathing  denunciation 
of  matches,  by  a writer  in  a weekly  contemporary, 
while  in  every  angling  journal  there  are,  nearly 
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each  wook,  many  expressions  of  opinion  that 
matclios  should  either  bo  nliolishod  or  rid  of  those  sur- 
roundings which  make  it  inipossiblo  for  solf-rospocting 
anglers — those  who  are  anglers  for  its  own  sweet  sake — 
to  have  anything  to  do  with  them.  It  is  all  the  more 
unfortunate,  then,  to  the  suj)porters  and  promoters  of 
these  matches,  that  such  a paltry  case  as  the  one  1 have 
mentioned  should  come  into  court.  A Sheffield  working 
man'  sued  the  landlord  of  a local  beerhovrse  for  a clock 
and  two  cups  and  saucers,  or  their  value,  ,£1  13s.  The 
articles  were  the  first  prize  in  a fishing  contest,  taken 
part  in  by  fourteen  members.  All  were  to  have  prizes, 
whether  they  caught  anything  or  not,  while  the  man 
who  caught  the  most  was  to  have  a special  prize. 
Plaintiff  was  the  only  man  who  caught  anything  at  all, 
though  of  the  two  small  fish  which  he  did  catch,  it  was 
alleged,  and  sworn  to  by  witnesses,  that  one  was  dead, 
and  was  thrown  in  by  plaintiff  himself,  to  bo  fished  out 
by  his  not.  As  the  judge’s  decision  has  not  yet  been 
given,  it  is  impossible  to  say  anything  as  to  that  part  of 
the  case.  It  is  perfectly  competent  for  me  to  say,  how- 
ever, that  the  case  is  viewed  with  disfavour  by  the 
respectable  members  of  Iho  community,  and  that  it  is 
such  things  as  these  that  are  preparing  the  way  for  a 
vigorous  crusade  against  a system  which  lays  itself  open 
to  such  practices. 

Sport  has  been  of  an  average  character  during  the 
past  week.  The  principle  event,  locally,  has  been  the 
promotion  of  a Sheffield  Junior  Anglers’  Society.  This 
has  been  long  needed.  As  10  per  cent,  of  the  working 
men  of  Sheffield  are  anglers,  it  is  only  right  and  proper 
that  they  should  be  educated  in  the  art  when  young. 
It  is  to  be  trusted  that  they  will  grow  up  lovers  of  the 
art  for  the  sake  of  its  own  results,  and  not  for  the  sake 
of  the  copper  kettles  it  so  frequently  brings. 

A case  revealing  the  humours  and  eccentricities  of 
fishing  competitions,  with  a flavour  of  Jerome  K.  Jerome, 
came  on  in  the  action  brought  by  a labourer  named 
George  Bryan,  living  at  Crookes,  against  Tom  Broadhead, 
keeper  of  the  Old  Grindstone  public-house,  Crookes, 
for  one  clock,  two  cups,  and  two  saucers,  or  their  value, 
j81  13s.  Mr.  A.  Muir  Wilson  appeared  for  the  plaintiff, 
and  Mr.  E.  Fairburn  defended.  Mr.  Wilson  said  both 
parties  were  members  of  a fishing  club  held  at  the  Old 
Grindstone.  On  the  third  Monday  in  August  a fishing 
competition  was  arranged  near  Boston.  Everybody  was 
to  have  a prize  whether  they  got  a fish  or  not.  The 
man  who  caught  the  most  fish  was  to  have  first  choice 
of  the  prizes.  The  plaintiff  was  the  only  man  who 
caught  any  at  all,  and  was  therefore  entitled  to  the  first 
prize.  Plaintiff  caught  two  fish.  It  was  alleged  that 
one  of  these  was  dead,  and  that  he  had  thrown  it  in  to 
pull  it  out  again.  The  men  had  been  fishing  for  some 
time,  when  plaintiff  caught  a roach,  and  then  he  caught 
another,  which  some  of  the  other  competitors  said  was 
dead  before  it  was  caught.  If  that  were  so,  it 
would,  of  course,  be  a gross  fraud.  The  other  men, 
fishing  about  ten  yards  from  each  other,  and  drinking 
beer  and  talking  in  such  a way  that  it  was  unlikely  any 
fish  would  bite,  were  annoyed.  Still,  when  time  was 
called,  the  defendant  declared  plaintiff  the  winner.  At 
a meeting  of  the  members  later  plaintiff  was  disqualified 
on  the  grounds  of  deception. — Plaintiff  said  he  valued 
the  xjrizes  he  was  not  allowed  to  take  at  .£1  13s.,  the 
supper,  to  which  he  was  not  invited,  included. — In 
answer  to  Mr.  Fairburn,  he  said  he  had  a large  amount 
of  bait,  but  he  denied  that  he  threw  in  a dead  fish  with 
this  bait.  He  admitted  that  the  fish  he  caught  weighed 
only  two  or  three  ounces,  yet  he  considered  it  was 
advisable  to  land  it  with  the  net.  He  did  land  it  with 
the  net. — George  Shaw,  one  of  the  competitors,  said  he 
told  plaintiff  not  to  try  any  of  those  larks  on.  The  fish 
he  pulled  out  ‘ never  kicked  nor  nowt.’  It  was  easy  to 
tell  it  was  a ‘deed  ’un.’— Other  witnesses  said  plaintiff 
admitted  catching  a dead  fish  and  throwing  it  away, 
saying  he  would  start  afresh,  and  he  caught  another. — ■ 
Defendant  said  plaintiff  was  awarded  the  first  prize 
unless  any  objection  was  raised. — His  Honour  reserved 
ndgment.  

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

Heavy  rainstorms  in  the  upper  districts  of  the  Severn 
have  caused  the  river  to  become  considerably 
swollen  and  discoloured,  and  angling  has  been  im- 
practicable in  consequence,  but  directly  the  streams 
clear,  pike  fishing  will  yield  good  sport,  should  the 
weather  be  favourable.  'The  cold  east  winds  and  misty 
November  days,  however,  are  not  elements  which  induce 
the  majority  of  the  angling  fraternity  to  betake  them- 
selves to  the  riverside,  and  this  being  the  case,  members 
of  the  local  angling  societies  will  be  wise  in  their  genera- 
tion if  they  lay  by  their  rods  and  tackle  for  the  winter 
season  and  participate  in  the  pleasures  and  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  periodical  gatherings  in  the  club- 
room.  A vast  amount  of  good  may  be  accomplished  by 
the  discussion  of  many  important  questions  which  affect 
the  welfare,  not  only  of  the  societies  themselves,  but  of 
Severn  anglers  generally.  The  one  weak  point  we 
would  venture  to  point  out  in  the  work  which  the  Shrews- 
bury Severn  Angling  Society  has  been  so  long  engaged 
in  is  that  very  few  social  and  business  gatherings  are  held 
in  the  course  of  the  year,  and,  with  the  honourable  ex- 
ception of  the  secretary  himself — Mr.  J.  Williams — the 
executive  committee  does  not  appear  to  manifest  that 
activity  and  interest  without  which  no  such  institution 
can  be  expected  to  achieve  success  and  popularity. 
Many  gentlemen  of  influence  in  the  locality  are  numbered 
among  its  many  members,  and  if  an  active  committee 
were  formed  to  promote  such  meetings  as  w'e  suggest,  we 
feel  sure  they  would  have  the  result  of  creating:  a 
keener  interest  in  the  work  of  protecting  and  restocking 
the  river,  which  the  society  has  been  undertaking  for 
BO  long.  They  would  have  the  additional  advantage  of 
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creating  unanimity  and  sociability  among  the  members, 
and  discussions  on  angling  matters  generally  would 
prove  instructive  and  popular.  There  is  no  lack  of 
well-informed  gentlemen  connected  with  the  society, 
who  would,  no  doubt,  bo  ready  to  contribute  papers  on 
pisciculture  and  other  scientific  questions  such  as  are 
dealt  with  by  the  majority  of  the  bettor  class  angling 
institutions,  and  the  business  need  not  of  necessity  be 
entirely  without  the  convivial  and  social  element  so 
conducive  to  the  success  of  such  a movement.  The 
members  of  the  popular  little  society  at  Ironbridge 
set  their  Shrewsbury  friends  a worthy  example  in  this 
I’espect,  inasmuch  as  they  are  full  of  interest  and  do 
much  to  promote  good  fellowship  and  to  secure  the 
goodwill  of  Severn  anglers  in  their  neighbourhood. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

There  is  a considerable  rise  on  the  Severn  and  Teme, 
and  but  little  can  be  done  by  angler.s  on  the  former 
river,  but  in  the  'Teme  there  is  but  a slight  discolour- 
ation, which  will  improve  the  fishing.  During  the 
week  some  very  fair  sport  has  been  had  among  the 
grayling  and  dace  with  the  fly  and  the  maggot ; the 
Green  Insect  being  the  best  killing  fly,  with  which  one 
gentleman  took  four  and  a half  brace  of  grayling,  none 
under  tioz.  Another  took  .51b.  dace  and  one  and  a half 
brace  grayling  with  the  maggot.  The  Avon  is  in 
splendid  order,  the  water  beautifully  clear  and  a nice 
height.  Some  large  baskets  of  roach  have  been  taken 
with  the  stewed  wheat,  and  some  have  done  well  with 
the  red  paste.  Some  rare  sport  has  been  had  among 
the  jack,  which  are  now  running  well,  and  taking  nearly 
any  bait,  live,  dead,  or  artificial.  C.  Webb,  a local  net 
fisherman,  on  taking  up  a large  putcheon,  was  surprised 
to  find  that  in  addition  to  eels,  a 41b.  jack  had  forced 
his  way  in,  presumedly  to  have  a feed,  and  it  was  only 
by  removing  some  of  the  wicker  work  that  it  could  be 
got  out,  

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  Esk  Fishery  Conser- 
vators, presented  at  their  quarterly  meeting  on  Satur- 
day, the  number  of  salmon  caught  by  net  fishermen  this 
year  has  been  7230,  each  having  an  average  weight  of 
4 7351b.;  as  compared  with  GUIG  fish  last  year  of  an 
average  weight  of  5’571b.  'The  reported  number  of 
salmon  caught  by  rod  and  line  is  029  to  eighty-three 
rods.  It  is  stated,  however,  that  some  700  fish  must 
have  been  caught  and  not  accounted  for.  If  such  be  the 
case,  the  season  of  1893  will  beat  all  previous  records, 
bringing  up  the  total  to  1029  fish.  So  far  1891  was  the 
record  year,  when  1346  salmon  were  captured  by  120 
rods.  In  any  case  the  report  may  be  regarded  as  a satis- 
factory one  ; but  I hear  that  it  is  suspected  that  there 
has  been  a good  deal  of  foul  hooking  on  the  tideway, 
which,  however,  is  just  outside  the  Association  waters. 

With  regard  to  angling,  very  little  of  any  description 
has  been  done.  The  streams,  however,  have  run  down 
to  their  usual  level.  


FROM  IRELAND. 

KERRY. — At  Portmagee  the  cod  and  hake  fisheries 
continue  very  successful.  Trawlers  did  not  do  much 
during  the  week,  owing  to  the  absence  of  favourable 
winds,  but  the  fish  taken  by  them  were  of  a large  size. 
Herrings’are  about  in  large  shoals  between  Bray  Head  and 
Scariff  Island,  but  seine  boats  have  not  been  able  to  do 
much  among  them  up  to  the  present,  as  they  “show” 
but  seldom,  and  go  down  again  before  the  boats  get  up 
with  them. 

The  accounts  to  hand  from  all  the  spawning  grounds 
continue  very  satisfactory.  Salmon  are  more  numeroixs 
on  all  the  spawning  beds  than  they  were  at  this  time 
in  1892,  according  to  reliable  information.  In  the 
Cummeragh  river,  in  the  Waterville  district,  this  is 
especially  noticeable,  and  on  this  water  several  of  the 
earlier  runs  of  salmon  have  already  spawned.  In  the 
main  river,  too,  white  trout  are  numerous,  while  in  all 
the  tributaries  those  fish  are  on  the  redds  in  more  than 
their  usual  numbers  for  this  time  of  the  year.  The 
weather  has  been  all  that  could  be  desired  for  spawn- 
ing operations  during  the  past  week,  and  if  it  continues 
so  until  Christmas,  the  spawning  season  will  be  one  of  the 
most  successful  we  have  had  here  for  several  years,  and 
good  prospects  will  be  entertained  of  next  year’s  angling 
on  lake  and  river.  The  waters,  generally  speaking,  are 
being  better  protected  this  year  throughout  the  country, 
and  great  care  has  been  used  in  the  appointment  of 
efficient  watchers.  So  far,  no  poaching  has  been 
reported,  and  this  happy  state  of  things  has,  no  doubt, 
been  brought  about  by  the  stringent  enforcement  of  the 
fishery  laws  in  cases  of  convicted  poachers  during  the 
last  couple  of  years.  Notwithstanding  the  large  number 
of  salmon  up  in  the  spawning  river,  the  poachers  appear 
at  last  to  have  a wholesome  dread  of  the  law,  and  many 
a salmon  will  therefore  escape  from  an  ignoble  fate  at 
their  hands  as  a consequence. 

The  sea  angling  continues  good,  especially  at  Valentia, 
Darrynane,  Rinneen,  and  Ballmskeilig.s.  At  the  latter 
station  hand-liners  out  fishing  for  whiting  have  had  from 
fifty  to  a hundred  daily.  At  Darrynane  and  Rinneen 
angling  during  the  week  has  been  chiefly  confined  to 
pollack,  and  several  anglers  had  takes  varying  from 
twenty  to  thirty'  fish  daily.  The  pollack  taken  recently 
were  all  of  a good  size,  and  averaged  about  111b.  in 
weight.  Trammels  and  drift  nets  have  had  a very 
successful  week  at  mackerel  in  Rinneen  Bay,  Cooma- 
conelane,  and  Portmagee. 


Me.  Alexandeb  Wright,  Accountant,  of  10,  Everelda-street, 
Barnsbury,  N.  (member  of  the  Gresham,  Junior  Fly-Fishers,  Ac.;, 
undertakes  the  auditing  and  balancing  of  every  description  of 
accounts  at  moderate  rates.  Bouts  and  debts  collected. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Anxious.  If,  as  you  say,  you  are  only  able  to  get 
your  papers  from  Smith’s  bookstalls  (and  you  have  no 
reason  to  complain  so  long  as  you  do  get  them),  order 
as  many  copies  of  the  Christmas  Number  as  you  think 
you  will  require. 

Novice. — ’There  are  two  volumes  a year.  The  new 
volume  will  commence  on  Saturday,  Jan.  G,  1894.  Write 
Mr.  R.  Woolfall,  Bee  Hotel,  5,  Queen’s-square,  Liverpool, 
who  will  give  you  all  particulars. 

G.  Wilson.  — Neat’s  foot  oil  will  soften  leather, 
especially  as  your  boots  have  been  “ standing  from  last 
season,”  but  it  does  not  render  them  waterproof.  You 
should  use  “ Gishurstine,”  or  Dale’s  Dubbin. 


®omsp0itljstic£ 

[_We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents/] 

“ One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi- 
ment.”— T.  E.  Peitt. 

“WINTER  GRAYLING  FISHING”  AND  “CASTLE 
CONNELL”  RODS. 

Sir, — I read,  with  alarm,  your  editorial  footnote  to 
my  article  on  “ Winter  Grayling  Fishing  ” in  to-day’s 
issue  of  the  Gazette,  for  1 instantly  thought  of  the 
possible  angry  expostulations  of  enthusiastic  Castle 
Connellites  attracted  to  the  passage  by  your  mem.  To 
avert,  if  possible,  such  a catastrophe  I hasten  to  explain. 
I venture  to  think,  sir,  that  you  have  mistaken  my 
meaning.  Perhaps  I did  not  put  it  quite  so  clearly  as  I 
intended.  In  my  salad  days  I once  had  the  temerity  to 
enlarge,  in  debate,  on  the  immortal  Burns’  sad  lack  of 
moral  ballast  before  an  audience  composed  largely  of 
Scotchmen,  and  I think  I shall  never  forget  the  awful 
consequences  of  that  rash  act  so  long  as  I live  and  move 
and  go  a-flshing.  Patting  a match  to  a powder  magazine 
was  a fool  to  it.  One  after  another  those  terrible  long- 
legged,  hard-headed,  lantern-jawed  “ Eelaners  ” rose 
and  solemnly  proceeded  to  rub  it  into  me.  The  original 
subject  of  debate  was  entirely  lost  sight  of,  while  they, 
figuratively,  sat  on  me,  made  cockshies  of  me,  knocked 
me  down,  and  set  me  up  again  for  the  next  man  to  chuck 
oratorical  brickbats  and  rotten  eggs  at  me,  and  wiped 
the  floor  with  mo  in  a thoroughly  businesslike  manner 
for  the  best  end  of  an  hour.  Well,  that  all  happened  years 
and  years  ago,  but  I have  not  forgotton  it,  and  in  the 
meantime,  although  I have  not  yet  quite  arrived  at  the 
recognised  age  of  wisdom  when  a man  marries  his  cook, 
I have  learnt  one  or  two  little  things,  and  I should  as 
soon  think  of  again  waving  that  red  rag  before  a mob  of 
patriotic  Scots  as  I should  of  writing  disparagingly  of  the 
“ Castle  Connell  ” action  in  fly-rods  in  the  columns  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette — even  if  my  opinion  happened  to  be 
unfavourable,  which  it  is  not — that  is,  as  regards  fly- 
rods. 

I have  not  a word  to  say  against  the  “ Castle  Connell  ” 
principle  in  rods  used  solely  for  fly-fishing,  neither  have 
I aught  against  those  same  rods  for  swimming  the  worm, 
when,  as  I say  of  fly-rods  generally,  they  are  “ inclined  to 
stiffness.”  But  there  are  different  degrees  of  “ lash  ” 
in  rods  of  the  “ Castle  Connell  ” stamp,  and  it  is  very 
possible  to  have  one  which  is  not,  and  cannot  very  well 
be  made,  adapted  to  worm  fishing  for  grayling  any  more 
than  it  can  for  spinning — that  is,  if  you  want  to  fish  to 
the  best  advantage.  A gradually-tapered  roi  can  be 
considerably  stiffened  by  changing  the  top  without 
materially  affecting  the  balance,  but  a“  Castle  Connell  ” 
being  so  much  more  pliant  in  the  butt  and  middle  joint 
than  the  old-fashioned  style,  if  treated  in  the  same  way, 
must  inevitably  become  top-heavy  in  action  if  not  in 
actual  weight.  That  is  not  perhaps  a strictly  logical 
way  of  putting  it,  but  I think  it  expresses  what  I want 
to  say,  and  it  is  only  under  these  conditions  that  I 
advocate  a change  of  rods.  I think  nobody  will  dispute 
that  for  the  method  of  fishing  I described,  a stiflish  rod 
is  desirable.— I am,  &o.,  W.  Carter  Platts. 


DEVERON  TROUT  FISHING. 

Sib, — I see  that  in  your  issue  of  last  week  some 
remarks  of  mine,  and  myself  as  well,  came  in  for  rather 
a gratuitous  attack  from  your  subtle-reasoning  corre- 
spondent “ Waterhen  Bloa.”  I cannot  aff'ord  to  waste 
time  arguing  with  one  who  knows  so  infinitely  much  all 
about  it  in  his  own  opinion,  but  whose  facts  in  the 
main  are,  I aver,  only  in  the  narrowest  sense  applicable. 
I cannot  understand  what  this  great  authority  has  got 
to  do  or  to  gain  by  troubling  himself  about  me  and  my 
remarks  on  the  Deveron.  Tliat  is  the  poser.  Still,  if 
he  will  but  disclose  himself,  and  stick  to  what  ho  is 
minded  to  call  his  facts,  then  I shall  hope  to  let  him 
have  such  satisfaction  as  he  is  able  to  extract  out  of 
demolishing  my  facts. 

Let  me,  however,  meantime,  in  dissenting  from  his 
statements,  say  that  the  Deveron  is  not  strictly 
watched  ; rather  it  is  frightfully  poached,  which  is 
proof  that  it  is  not  watched.  Only  a “softie”  or 
“ green  one  ” would  believe  in  gamekeepers  or  fishery 
board  bailiff’s  giving  strict  protection  to  the  trout ; and 
men  specially  appointed  to  protect  the  trout  fishing,  or 
indeed  any  sort  of  fishing,  are  not  employed  on  the 
Deveron.  Your  correspondent  has  not  named  the  less 
well-protocted  streams  of  the  South,  where  his  two  and 
three-pounders  are  as  common  as  half-pounders  are  in 
the  Deveron.  It  may  be  convenient  to  make  a state- 
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went,  but  not  so  convenient  to  prove  it.  Most  years 
the  Deveron  trout  in  nearly  all  the  best  reaches,  which 
are  those  from  Eothiemay  seawards,  are  in  good 
condition,  as  I judge  them,  and  perfectly  fit  to  kill, 
during  the  second  half  of  April.  But  then  my 
opinion  is  nothing  ! “ Waterhen  Bloa  ” seems  so 

ereatly  in  conceit  with  himself,  taking  credit  for 
knowing  vastly  more  about  the  condition  of  the  trout 
than  1 do.  that  I must  sing  small.  Before  I discuss  more 
with  him  I must  have  him  be  less  vague  on  every  point, 
and  in  especial  must  I have  him  name  the  reaches  of  the 
Deveron  that  his  remarks  refer  to.  It  is  facts,  not 
yarning,  that  I must  have  from  him.  I hardly  think 
he  can  be — as  would  generally  be  inferred  from  his 
letter— a proprietor  of  Deveron  fishings. — I am,  &c., 

Mac. 

P.S. — My  question  in  “ Scotch  Notes,”  unanswered  as 
yet,  was,  “ Where  better  trout  and  trouting,  bar  on  the 
Don,  can  be  had  in  the  United  Kingdom  so  early  in  the 
season  on  waters  which  are  not  strictly  watched  or 
largely  helped  artificially?”  Let  your  correspondent 
answer  this  straight  and  without  prevarication. 


MR.  JARDINE  AND  PIKE. 

Sir. — One  can  but  envy — or  rather  let  me  say  con- 
gratulate— Mr.  Jardine  for  such  a record  of  heavy  pike 
as  published  in  his  letter  of  last  week,  and  as  an 
amateur  may  I ask  him  to  give  us  a few  hints  as  to 
which  method  he  has  found  the  most  successful  for 
taking  heavy  fish.  Here  in  the  Severn  there  are  un- 
doubtedly some  very  heavy  pike,  but  it  is  rarely  one  of 
them  is  taken,  I have  taken  several  small  ones  myself 
this  season  spinning — from  41b.  to  71b. — but  the  fathers 
of  the  flock  seem  to  keep  out  of  the  way.  Will  Mr. 
Jardine  be  good  enough  to  say,  when  live  baiting,  if  he 
finds  the  big  ones  lie  in  mid-water  or  near  the  bottom  ? 
I am  sure  a few  hints  from  such  a successful  angler  as 
Mr.  Jardine  would  be  read  with  interest  and  profit  by 
many  of  your  correspondents  and  readers.  Thanking 
you  in  anticipation. — I am,  &c.,  H.  F.  Cooper. 


COARSE  FISHING  NE4.R  SOUTHAMPTON. 

Sir, — We  have  some  very  decent  roach  fishing  near 
Southampton.  On  the  Itchen  at  Swathling,  three  miles 
from  Southampton,  extending  from  Riy’s  Mill  at  Wood- 
mill,  to  the  White  Swan,  “ above  ” the  mill,  the  fishing 
is  free,  and  is  easily  fished  from  the  tow-path.  The 
fishing  below  Woodmill  is  good,  but  consists  principally 
of  dace.  The  water  below  Woodmill  is  tidal,  so  that  the 
tides  have  to  be  studied.  P’ishingfrom  the  boat  is  best, 
as  the  banks  are  most  awkward  to  get  up  and  down.  A 
very  good  spot  is  in  the  bend  about  100  yards  below 
the  mill,  where  a moderately  deep  hole  may  be  fished, 
generally  with  very  good  luck.  Pike  fishing  is  also 
available  between  Woodmill  and  the  White  Swan.  There 
is  a bit  of  free  water  at  Bishopstoke,  in  the  village. 

The  sea  fishing  on  Southampton  Water  has,  on  the 
whole,  been  very  successful  this  season.  A greater 
number  of  whiting  of  a large  size  have  been  taken 
this  year  than  has  been  the  case  for  the  jiast  five 
or  six  years.  As  many  as  forty  to  fifty  rods  have  fished 
off  the  pier  when  the  mullet  were  about,  most  of  them 
getting  there  at  4 a.m. — I am,  &c.,  C.  McPherson. 

[We  asked  Messrs.  Cox  and  McPherson,  fishing  tackle 
makers,  (12,  High-street,  Southampton,  if  they  would 
give  us  some  information  about  the  coarse  fishing  near 
Southampton,  and  think  this  letter  in  reply  will  prove 
useful  to  many  of  our  readers. — Ed.] 


THE  BREAKING  STRAIN  OF  GUT. 

Sir, — I am  rather  puzzled  by  the  statement  contained 
in  Messrs.  Allcook  and  Co.’s  letter  in  your  issue  of  the 
2.5th  ult.,  respecting  the  breaking  strain  of  gut.  The 
information  given  is  considerably  minimised  by  the 
absence  of  any  mention  of  the  length  of  gut  tested.  A 
single  strand  of  salmon  gut,  if  tested  on  a steelyard 
when  dry,  might  stand  a strain  of  IGlb.,  but  I should  think 
it  is  very  doubtful  whether  some  of  the  same  gut  made  into 
a oast  of  two  to  three  yards  would  stand  anything  like  such 
a sti’ain  (iWieii  dry).  A friend  of  mine,  who  has  been  a 
salmon  fisherman  for  a great  many  years,  and  who  has 
tested  the  breaking  strain  of  a great  deal  of  gut,  has  in 
his  possession  some  salmon  casts  bought  at  the  Army 
and  Navy  Stores  which  will  stand  a dead  weight  of  81b. 
when  dry.  These  he  considers  are  exceptionally  strong. 
If  Messrs.  Allcock  and  Co.  can  make  me  the  happy 
possessor  of  a few  hanks  of  gut  at  a reasonable  price, 
which,  when  made  up  into  casts,  will  stand  a strain  of 
151b.,  I should  be  extremely  obliged.  I am  very  anxious 
to  hear  what  was  the  length  of  the  gut  used  to  obtain 
the  results  mentioned  in  their  letter  to  you. — I am,  &c., 
H.  Roach. 


DEVERON  TROUT. 

Sir, — I see  that  “ Waterhen  Bloa”  quotes  my  ” Remini- 
scences ” in  connection  with  the  average  weight  of  trout 
from  the  Deveron,  and  also  contests  your  correspondent 
“Mac’s  ” contention  that  the  Deveron  trout  are  “free 
rising.” 

I think  myself  that  the  Deveron  is  a remarkable  river 
in  more  ways  than  one  : but  surely,  surely,  the  trout  are 
not  compelled  to  rise,  or  to  cease  rising,  on  any  river 
according  to  the  calendar?  Last  season,  for  instance 
(this  year),  the  trout  fishing  began  early  and  ended 
quickly.  Next  year — let  me  purposely  exaggerate  to 
show  my  meaning  — we  may  be  in  regions  of  thick- 
ribbed  ice  till  the  let  of  May — and  why  not,  after  such  a 
long  summer  ? And  I am  sure  that  “ Mac  ” and  “ Water- 
hen  Bloa  ” will  follow  me  when  I say  that  the  trout  will 
take  the  fly  beyond  the  end  of  May  and  well  into  June 
on  the  Deveron,  in  such  backward  seasons. 

Further,  below  Turriff  the  fi.^hing  is  at  least  three 
weeks  earlier  than  in  the  upland  regions  of  the 


“ Cabrach  ” on  the  same  river,  and  I might  go  so  far  as 
to  say  that  a man  may  do  worse  than  fly  fish  on  the  Lower 
Deveron  till  the  fishing  begins  to  go  “ off,”  and  then  go 
up  to  the  Cabrach  and  start  afresh.  In  this  way  he  will 
get  a good  long  fly  season — for  the  Deveron  ! Don’t  let 
him  reverse  the  order  of  things.  I never  fished  the 
Deveron  earlier  than  April  21  on  the  Lower  Deveron, 
and  May  4 on  the  Upper  Deveron,  and,  if  bitterly  cold 
winds  meant  anything,  I was  none  too  late.  I find  that 
on  the  former  visit  I basketed  for  thirteen  days  (and 
short  days),  with  the  artificial  fly  alone,  exactly  two 
hundred  and  nineteen  pounds  and  a half  ot  trout, 
basket  and  strap  always  being  deducted  as  a matter  of 
course.  I don’t  think  that  anyone  can  grumble  much 
over  this,  and  so  far  I heartily  agree  with  “ Mac  ” that 
the  Deveron  trout  are  free  rising. 

But  I am  compelled,  in  the  interest  of  truth,  to  enter 
my  protest  against  the  loose  manner  in  which  my  dear 
fellow  countrymen  in  Aberdeenshire  at  times  are  wont  to 
speak  of  trout.  They  seldom  weigh,  and  measure  them 
with  the  eye.  The  consequence  is  that  one  year  the 
keeper  told  me  on  my  arrival  that  Mr.  So-and-So  had  been 
daily  killing  so  many  trout  with  fly  “ a pound  apiece.” 
I did  not  say  a word,  for  what  is  the  use  of  arguing  in 
such  a case  ? I only  know  this,  that  I have  only  been 
able  to  score  a record  of  three  to  the  pound  on  the 
Cumberland  Eden,  and  on  the  Deveron  alike — I mean 
when  using  the  artificial  fly.  I do  not  know  what 
might  be  done  in  March  or  the  beginning  of  April,  when 
the  largest  trout  are  famished  and  rise  greedily  at  a 
whopping  March  Brown  tied  on  strong  gut.  I am  a 
sportsman,  not  a pothunter.  I also  cordially  agree  with 
“ Waterhen  Bloa  ” that  fly-fishing  generally  dies  early 
on  the  Deveron — yes,  and  very  suddenly  too  ! Does 
“ W^atei-hen  Bloa  ” find,  as  I have  found,  that  when 
this  is  the  case,  that  the  “creeper”  is  so  scarce  as 
hardly  to  be  worth  a trial,  and,  consequently,  the  large 
stone-fly  (the  May-fly  of  Tweedside)  is  equally  out  of 
the  question?  Did  he  find,  as  I did,  to  my  surprise, 
that  the  Deveron  trout  did  not  take  the  minnow, 
natural  or  artificial,  at  all  freely? — in  this  respect 
differing  enormously  from  the  trout  of  the  Don 
— where  the  minnow  is  very  deadly.  If  so,  he 
knows  that,  after  the  fly,  the  clear  water  worm  is  “ the 
sheet  anchor”  of  the  Deveron  angler.  Also,  did  he 
note,  in  the  warm  summer  evenings,  the  entire  absence 
of  the  full  sized  evening  fly  ? — the  trout  either  “ silent  ” 
or  “ midging,”  a thing  that  struck  me  “ all  of  a heap  ; ” 
and  lastly,  does  he  know  that  when  Deveron  trout  cease 
to  feed  at  the  fly,  they  begin  to  feed  on  the  shell  fish 
which  abound  in  the  Lower  Deveron  ? See  my  articles 
on  the  subject. — I am,  &c.,  E.  M.  Tod. 


A CURIOUS  OLD  SEAL. 

Sir, — I send  you  the  impression  of  a curious  old  seal 
in  my  possession,  and  which,  with  a lot  of  fishing  tackle, 
rods,  &c.,  was  left  to  me  by  the  will  of  a relative.  This 
seal  was  given  to  him  by  an  English  gentleman,  who 
valued  it  highly,  and  as  a great  favour,  in  return  for 
many  a pleasant  day  spent  on  my  relative’s  salmon 
fishery,  one  of  the  best  in  Ireland.  The  die  is  on  a thin 
copper  plate,  backed  up  with  lead  thus  : 


I recollect  my  relative  telling  me  a long  time  ago  that 
this  seal  was  in  some  way  associated  with  Izaak  Walton, 
but  how  I cannot  remember.  Perhaps  yon  or  some  of 
the  readers  of  the  Fishiny  Gazette  can  give  me  some 
information  about  it. — I am,  &c.,  Greenhbart. 

[The  seal  is  a well  executed  intaglio  of  the  figure  of  an 
angler  resting  while  he  has  his  lunch,  with  a brace  of 
good  fish  at  his  side.  We  do  not  remember  having  seen 
an  impression  from  it  before.  This  rough  sketch  may 
help  to  identify  it. — Ed.] 


GOOD  YELLOW  TROUT  RIVER  FISHING. 

Sir,  — Referring  to  “Anglo-Indian’s”  query  as  to 
where  “ good  yellow  trout  river  fishing  can  be  obtained 
with  the  fly  at  the  end  of  April  or  beginning  of  May 
next,  coupled  with  modest  but  clean  accommodation  in 
farm  house,  lodgings,  or  inn,”  I don't  think  I can  do 
better  than  refer  this  gentleman  and  his  son  to  the 
unpretending  little  town  of  Langholm,  Dumfriesshire, 
Scotland.  The  town  itself  is  romantically  situated  at 
the  junction  of  three  streams— the  Bsk,  Ew»s,  and  Wau- 
chope,  and  surrounded  by  three  heath-clad  hills,  Whita, 
Timpen,  and  Warbla.  It  is  one  of  the  snuggest  little 
spots  to  be  found  in  the  British  Isles,  one  of  those  old- 
fashioned  villages,  which,  in  this  age  of  railways,  &c., 
is  a rarity.  True,  the  town  possesses  a railway  station, 
but  it  is  a terminus.  Consequently,  fewer  visitors  are 
attracted  to  the  place  than  would  be  the  case  if  a through 
line  existed.  Yellovv  trout  fishing  begins  when  the 
fishing  opens,  i.e.,  Feb.  15,  and  continues  during  the 
season  up  to  Nov.  1.  Sea-trout  fishing  is  open  during 
the  entire  season,  but  Jure  and  July  are  the  best  months, 
and  July  and  August  for  herling.  Salmon  fishing  is 
usually  good  in  the  beginning  of  August,  and  improves 
till  the  end  of  the  season.  The  Esk  and  Liddle,  the 
principle  rivers  of  the  district,  and  their  tributaries  are 
under  the  control  of  the  Esk  and  Liddle  Fisheries 
Association,  who  issue  tickets  at  a reasonable  tariff.  In 
addition  to  the  two  rivers,  the  Tarras,  Wauchope, 


Meggat,  and  Stennish  water,  tributary  streams,  afford 
good  yellow  trout  fishing  throughout  the  entire  season. 
The  yellow  trout  do  not  run  large,  but  when  in  condition 
afford  capital  sport  and  supply  excellent  eating.  Good 
angling  can  be  had  close  to  the  town,  and  all  parts  of  the 
rivers  are  ot  easy  access  by  rail.  Accommodation  can 
be  had  in  any  of  the  hotels  in  Langholm,  where  there  is 
also  a comfortable  temperance  hotel.  Those  content 
with  homely  fare  can  live  very  cheaply  in  the  valley  of 
the  Esk,  either  in  private  apartments  or  otherwise,  and 
intending  sojourners  have  been  recommended  by  an 
eminent  authority  always  to  breakfast  on  porridge  and 
milk,  after  having  first  bathed  in  the  Esk.  I have  in 
front  of  me  a letter  written  by  Mr.  George  Mackie, 
head  master  of  the  Godolphin  School,  Hammersmith,  in 
which  he  says:  “To  all  anglers  who  voluntarily  or  by 
compulsion,  desire  to  take  their  pleasures  at  a moderate 
expense,  I say  go  to  the  Eskdale  Temperance  Hotel,  at 
Langholm.  Here  is  my  bill  for  my  friend  and  myself— 
we  were  there  from  9 a.m.  on  Wednesday  till  9 a m.  on 
Saturday — I copy  it  verbatim  : ’Bus,  Is. ; board  (two 
persons  for  three  days,  at  5s.  6d.  a day).  .£1  13s.; 
’bus.  Is.  ; carriages,  18s. ; total,  £2  13s.”  “ Fe  w men,” 
continues  Mr.  Mackie,  “ who  have  fished  in  Scotland,  or 
indeed  anywhere  in  August,  have  been  lodged  and  fed — 
and  we  fared  excellently — for  5s.  fid.  a day.”  I have 
recommended  Langholm  as  a suitable  place  for  yellow 
trout  fishing  in  preference  to  Canonbie  or  the  lower 
reaches,  because  it  lies  in  close  proximity  to  all  the 
streams  before  mentioned.  Liddle  is  the  furthest  away 
from  the  town,  and  that  can  be  reached  by  rail  in  a few 
minutes,  as  it  is  only  six  miles  distant.  Given  a favour- 
able season,  yellow  trout  fishing  is  always  good  in  the 
Langholm  district,  especially  in  the  Esk,  Ewes,  and 
Tarras.  The  two  former  meet  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
town,  and  the  last  named  is  a little  over  a mile  off.  In 
addition  to  the  fishing  the  surrounding  scenery  is  simply 
charming,  and  the  neighbourhood  teems  with  historical 
associations.  Gilnockie  Tower,  once  the  stronghold  of 
the  famous  freebooter,  Johnny  Armstrong,  is  situated 
about  four  miles  from  Langholm,  and  stands  on  a high 
eminence  overlooking  the  Esk ; Burnfoot,  the  birth- 
place of  the  “Four  Knights  of  Eskdale,”  the  Malcolms 
of  French  and  Peninsular  war  and  Indian  fame  ; Wester- 
hall,  the  seat  of  the  Johnstones,  is  only  four  and  half 
miles  from  Langholm  ; Hermitage  Castle,  oa  the  Hermit- 
age, supplies  a ten  miles  muirland  drive;  Hoddam 
Castle,  Repentance  Tower,  and  Castle  Milk  (the  seat  of 
Sir  Robt.  Jardine)  are  all  within  easy  driving  distance. 
Penton  Linns,  which  can  be  reached  by  train,  is  another 
historic  spot ; and  Gretna  Green,  which  many  tourists 
are  anxious  to  visit  on  account  of  its  far-famed 
marriages,  is  distant  from  Langholm  about  fifteen  miles. 
In  the  old  churchyard  of  Gretna  a near  relation  of  Sir 
Wm.  Wallace  is  interred,  and  here  repose  the  ashes  of 
many  of  the  Johnstones  of  Annandale.  Many  of  the 
tombstones  seem  to  be  of  great  antiquity.  The  best 
and  most  interesting  drives  from  Langholm  are  : Carlisle, 
twenty-one  miles  ; Annan,  twenty  miles  ; Gretna  Green, 
fifteen  miles  ; Roman  Camp,  opposite  Canonbie  Lea, 
nine  miles  ; Penton  Linns,  six  miles ; in  addition  to 
many  of  shorter  distance.  The  drive  from  Langholm  to 
Longtown  is  the  most  charming  of  all,  and  admitted  by 
tourists  to  be,  without  exception,  the  most  beautiful  in 
the  South  of  Scotland.  The  district  is  lovely  and 
picturesque,  rich  and  variegated  with  woody  hills  and 
aged  oaks,  pastoral  scenes,  and  verdant  fields,  which 
never  fail  to  arrest  the  attention  of  travellers. — I am, 
&c.,  G. 


Sir, — In  reply  to  “ Anglo-Indian’s  ” letter  of  the 
18th  ult.,  I beg  to  inform  him  that  there  is  some  good 
fishing  to  be  had  on  the  Association  water,  the  Dee, 
North  Wales,  at  Corwen.  March,  April,  and  May  are 
the  best  months.  Plenty  of  good  accommodation  to  be 
had  at  farms,  lodgings,  or  inns  close  to  the  river.  I shall 
be  hapiiy  to  give  any  other  information. — I am,  &c., 

Hugh  Williams  (River  watcher,  Corwen). 


EELS’  EYES,  &c. 

Sir, — I have  read  Mr.  Ferguson’s  letter  with  the 
greatest  interest,  but  there  are  several  remarks  I cannot 
understand.  He  says  : “I  have  never  had  any  reason 
to  suppose  that  an  eel  could  not  see  as  well  out  of 
water  as  in  it,  and  at  right  when  on  land  he  could 
certainly  see  as  well  as  any  of  ns.” 

He  may  be  right,  but  I cannot  for  the  life  of  me  see 
how  sight  could  benefit  an  eel  on  a dark  night  in 
exchanging  its  quarters  from  one  mere,  pond,  lake,  &c., 
for  another,  say  only  a few  hundred  yards  apart,  there 
being  no  connection  between  the  waters  to  guide  the 
eel  on  its  overland  route. 

If  an  eel  can  see  as  well  on  land  as  in  the  water,  how 
is  it  that  if  one  catches  an  eel  and  places  it  any  reason- 
able distance  with  its  head  away  from  the  pond,  mere, 
river,  &c.,  it  always  makes  for  them  ? Why  does  it  not 
go  in  the  opposite  direction  ? There  must  be  some 
reason  for  it.  I have  repeatedly  caught  eels  where  they 
could  not  (for  various  reasons)  see  the  water  three  yards 
from  the  side,  not  even  if  they  had  the  power  to  raise 
their  heads  like  a cobra  de  capello,  but  it  did  not  make 
the  least  difference.  In  such  cases  as  these,  what 
possible  influencs  could  sight  have  in  the  matter? 

If  an  eel  can  see  as  well  on  land  as  in  the  water,  why 
cannot  I see  as  well  in  the  water  as  on  land  ? Simply 
because  my  eyes  are  not  made  for  it.  Ttiere  is  a vast 
difference.  Pennies  I have  dived  for  in  several  London 
baths  in  clean  fresh  water,  on  a perfectly  clear  bottom, 
were  all  blurred,  much  brighter  in  the  middle  than 
round  the  edges,  and  looked  about  the  size  of  half- 
pennies. How  does  Mr.  Ferguson  account  for  this  ? 

Eels  biting. — Of  course  we  know  that  eels,  congers, 
&o.,hite;  the  latter,  for  instance,  will  bite  through 
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boots,  but  this  is  nothing  to  the  purpose.  The  question 
is:  “Do  eels  snap  when  on  land?”  Mr.  Ferguson 
says,  “ 1 do  not  know  about  snapping,  as  I have  never 
observed  it.”  The  Editor  says  ho  has  not,  neither 
have  I;  and  I certainly  have  never  seen  “the  shiny 
neck  of  an  eel  curve  and  diift  its  head  at  one’s  finger,” 
as  described  by  Dr.  Emerson. 

Snakes. — Mr.  Ferguson  says  : “ When  he  strikes  his 
head  moves  like  a flash  of  lightning,  and  it  is  then  he 
opens  his  mouth.”  I opine  a snake  could  not  strike 
without  opening  his  mouth.  One  might  as  well  say,  like 
the  nigger  song,  “ Nelly  Bly  shuts  her  eye  when  she 
gees  to  sleep.”  Flashing  the  tongue  in  and  out,  with  the 
month  to  all  intents  and  purposes  closed,  is  a perfectly 
harmless  operation,  although  I believe  it  was  Mr.  Dar- 
win who,  when  in  the  snake  house  at  the  Zoo,  could  not 
help  withdrawing  very  quickly  from  the  glass.  Am  I to 
understand  that  all  the  pictures  I have  seen,  some  in 
natural  histories,  with  snakes  (their  mouths  open)  wait- 
ing to  snap  at  the  very  devil  if  he  came  that  way,  are 
all  wrong;  or  does  the  method  of  attack  depend  upon 
the  size  of  the  victim  ? A toad,  for  instance,  will  bring 
down  a moth,  &c.,  and  take  it  in  like  lightning  ; but  the 
same  toad  catching  and  swallowing  a lob-worm  is  more 
like  a toothless  old  man  mumbling  a piece  of  gristle — 
champ,  champ,  chaw,  chaw,  enough  to  give  one  the 
hump.  It  is  altogether  a peculiar  performance.  If  fish 
can  see  as  well  near  the  surface  as  they  can  in  deeper 
water,  may  I ask  why  salmon,  trout,  'pike,  when  rushing 
after  flies,  make  such  woeful  mistakes  in  coming  short, 
going  past,  or  on  either  side,  and  so  missing  the  lure  ? The 
same  remark  applies  to  that  wonderfully  sharp-sighted 
fish,  the  Thames  trout.  Only  the  other  day  an  angler 
said  to  me  : “ He  came  short  at  the  bleak  three  times  in 
succession.” 

So  far  as  I can  gather,  there  is  is  no  reason  for  the 
fish  named  above  to  make  so  many  miscalculations, 
unless  they  are,  to  a certain  extent,  unable  to  judge 
the  speed  at  which  the  fly  or  bait  is  travelling,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  stronger  light  with  which  they  have  to 
contend.  I have  very  little  data  to  go  upon,  and  I 
may  be  altogether  wrong. — I am,  &c.,  Mark  Antony. 

P.S. — I have  never  seen  an  eel  go  along  as  represented 
in  the  sketch,  but  always  laterally — in  short,  by 
wriggling.  

DEAL  PIER. 

Sir, — Permit  me  to  warn  your  readers  against  putting 
too  much  faith  in  the  various  notices  sent  you  by 
enthusiastic,  and  I may  even  say  imaginative,  fishermen, 
as  to  their  doings  on  this  pier.  To  be  truthful, 
the  fishing  this  season  has  been  a frost  hitherto,  and 
these  notices  have  only  had  the  effect  of  bringing  gentle- 
men from  town  to  breathe  fresh  air,  not  to  fish,  and  the 
chances  are  those  went  away  disgusted,  and  many  will 
not  again  return. 

I was  pleased  to  see  mine  host  of  the  “ Antwerp  ” 
writing  to  some  gentlemen  on  Friday  last  (who  had 
written  for  advice)  not  to  come  for  another  week  as 
there  was  no  fishing,  nor  had  there  been.  If  the  would- 
be  fishermen  would  only  write  to  Host  Evans  for  infor- 
mation, there  would  be  fewer  disappointments. 

Although  on  pier  almost  daily,  I have  not  caught  one 
fish  a day  for  a month,  and  this  is  the  experience  of 
most. — I am,  &c.,  ___  J.  C. 

VITALITY  OF  ROACH. 

Sir,— In  reply  to  “ W.  S.  B.  S.,”  I should  like  to  know 
why  he  wants  to  know  how  long  fish  will  live  out  of 
water.  I consider  he  would  have  shown  a much  more 
sportsmanlike  feeling  if  he  had  knocked  the  poor, 
helpless  roach  on  the  head  immediately  on  removing 
them  from  the  hook.  How  much  cruelty  must  he  have 
inflicted  on  poor  fishes  during  the  tvsenty  years  that  he 
has  been  a fisherman!  How  would  “ W.  S.  B.  S.”  like 
boxing  up  and  left  to  die  a lingering  death?  Surely 
ordinary  common-sense  ought  to  have  taught  him  one  of 
the  first  laws  of  humanity. — I am,  &c..  Grayling. 


CARRIAGE  OF  LIVE  PERCH. 

Sir, — I shall  be  much  obliged  if  yourself,  or  some  of 
your  numerous  and  experienced  readers,  could  and 
would  say  how  many  hours’  journey  by  rail  (without 
attention  or  aeration)  live  perch  of  |-lb.  to  11b.  would 
stand,  that  is,  live  through. — I am,  &c., 

R.  WOOLFALL. 


I REGULATION  OF  THE  BROADS  AND  RIVERS. 


Meeting  at  Norwich  Guildhall. 

As  an  outcome  of  the  memorial  recently  presented  to 
the  Corporation  of  Norwich  and  other  bodies  with  re- 
spect to  the  preservation  of  order,  the  suppression  of 
nuisances,  and  the  protection  of  property  on  the 
public  navigable  waters  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  a 
meeting  was  held  at  Norwich  Guildhall  on  Saturday, 
Nov.  25,  to  consider  what  further  steps  could  be  taken 
for  the  attainment  of  those  objects.  Several  of 
the  memorialists  were  present,  and  the  local  bodies 
concerned  were  represented  by  delegates  as  follow : — 
Great  Yarmouth  Port  and  Haven  Commission ; 
Sir  R.  P.  Beauchamp,  Bart  , Sir  Harry  Bullard. 
Mr.  J.  E.  Crisp,  and  Mr.  J.  Tolver  Waters.  Norwich 
Town  Council : Mr.  G.  B.  Kenr.ett.  Norfolk  County 
Council:  Mr.  R.  Harvey  Mason  and  Mr.  G.  C.  Davies. 
East  Suffolk  County  Council : The  Rev.  C.  J.  Steward, 
Colonel  E.  Kerrich,  and  Mr.  B.  M.  Bradbeer.  There 
were  also  present  the  Sheriff'  of  Norwich  (Mr.  Barwell), 
Sir  Edward  Birkbeck,  Mr.  Russell  Colman,  the  Mayor 
of  Lowestoft  (Mr.  A.  G.  Notley),  the  Mayor  of  Yarmouth 
(Mr.  R.  Martins),  Mr.  Spencer  Rix,  Mr.  C.  Daniels,  Mr. 


II.  J.  Martin,  Dr.  Wynne  of  St.  Olaves,  Mr.  C.  J. 
Greene,  Mr.  Ayers  of  Yarmouth,  Mr.  Harry  Brit- 
tain (hon.  secretary  in  charge  of  the  memorial),  and 
others.  Amongst  those  who  sent  letters  regretting  in- 
ability to  attend  were  Mr.  S.  Hoare,  M.P.,  the  Earl  of 
Kimberley,  the  Mayor  of  Norwich  (Sir  Peter  Eade),  and 
the  Mayor  of  Becoles.  Mr.  Harvey  Mason  was  called 
upon  to  preside. 

The  Sheriff  of  Norwich  said  it  was  proposed  to  lay 
before  the  meeting  certain  facts  patent  to  almost  every- 
body who  used  the  grand  highways  of  water  in  Norfolk 
and  Suffolk,  and  to  ask  the  delegates  to  lay  before  the 
bodies  whom  they  represented  the  necessity  for  some 
kind  of  legislation  which  would  preserve  decency  and 
order  and  protect  life  and  property.  In  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk  there  were  about  200  miles  of  water  highways, 
which  were  useful  and  beneficial  alike  for  commerce  and 
for  pleasure.  Unfortunately  these  highways  were  utterly 
unprotected  by  any  regulation  whatever.  There  were 
no  police  and  no  watchers,  except  a man  who  saw  to  the 
prevention  of  netting,  and  hence  everyone  did  just  what 
he  liked.  If  he  chose  to  strip  naked  and  bathe,  or  to  fire 
rifles  at  horses  and  cattle  on  the  banks,  or  to  use  obscene 
language,  he  did  so,  and  there  was  no  one  to  stop  him. 
What  would  be  thought  of  any  other  county  which  took 
no  pains  to  preserve  order  on  200  miles  of  its  roadway  ? 
Such  a thing  might  exist  in  Zululand  or  Kaffiidand,  but 
in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  it  was  such  an  anomaly  that 
he  was  surprised  it  had  lasted  so  long.  Fifty 
years  ago  these  complaints  need  not  have  been 
made,  because  there  were  so  few  people  who  used 
the  river  except  for  purposes  of  commerce,  and  anglers 
and  pleasure  boats  might  be  counted  on  the  fingers. 
Nowadays  the  banks  were  lined  with  anglers,  and  the 
waters  were  frequented  by  two  or  three  hundred  yachts. 
The  state  of  things  was  gradually  getting  vvorse  and 
worse.  On  one  occasion  his  daughter  was  sailing  in  a 
boat  when  there  passed  under  its  boom  a bullet  which 
had  been  fired  from  some  other  reach  of  the  river.  The 
rowdyism  that  went  on  at  Wroxham  Bridge  after  a 
regatta,  and  also,  though  not  to  so  great  an  extent,  at 
Oulton,  was  disgraceful.  It  was  felt  by  many  that  the 
time  had  come  when  some  steps  should  be  taken.  On 
June  11  last  a public  meeting  was  called,  and  a memorial, 
signed  very  largely  by  influential  people,  was  presented, 
in  the  first  place,  to  the  Norwich  Town  Council.  The 
committee  of  the  memorialists  appeared  before  the  Par- 
liamentary Bye-laws  Committee,  and  the  corporation 
told  them  that  however  much  their  views  might  coin- 
cide with  those  of  the  memorialists,  they  felt  they 
had  no  power  to  do  single-handed  what  needed  to 
be  done.  Next  the  memorialists  approached  the 
Port  and  Haven  Commissioners,  who  also  gave  them 
a courteous  reception,  and  who  agreed  that  some- 
thing should  be  attempted;  but  they  thought  their 
powers  did  not  extend  far  enough,  and  what  was 
wanted  was  an  Act  of  Parliament  creating  a Board 
of  Conservators  who  would  have  powers  and  rights 
similar  to  those  exercised  by  the  Thames  Conservancy. 
There  was  an  idea  that  bye-laws  made  by  the  County 
Councils  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  and  the  Corporation  of 
the  City  of  Norwich,  would  be  sufficient;  but  bye-laws 
were  of  no  use  whatever  unless  the/o rce  majeure  of  the 
police  was  available  to  make  those  laws  respected.  The 
civilization  of  a country  did  not  depend  on  the  number, 
of  laws  that  were  made,  but  on  the  eificiency  with  which 
the  existing  laws  were  enforced.  The  memorialists  did 
not  ask  for  an  unprecedented  thing.  The  Thames  Con- 
servation Act  of  1835  would  answer  all  the  purposes 
required  if  only  it  applied  to  the  local  waters.  It  would 
be  asked,  where  was  the  money  to  come  from.  But 
where  did  the  money  come  from  to  keep  order  on  the 
other  roads  of  the  two  counties  ? The  river  was  as  much 
the  Queen’s  highway  as  any  road  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk 
On  the  river  there  was  actually  more  traffic,  mile  for 
mile,  than  on  any  road  in  Norfolk  that  could  be  men- 
tioned, leaving  out  of  account  the  roads  just  round 
Norwich.  Since  the  introduction  of  railways,  the  water- 
ways had  assumed  much  of  the  traffic  which  used  to 
pass  over  the  roads.  A thousand  persons  now  visited 
our  local  waterways  for  one  that  used  to  come  in  years 
gone  by  : and  these  people,  it  was  needless  to  say, 
brought  into  the  district  a great  deal  of  money. 

Mr.  Spencer  Rix  said  that  on  May  5 he  issued  a 
circular  inquiring  of  persons  most  likely  to  possess 
information  as  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  depre- 
dations that  were  committed  on  the  local  waterways. 
He  received  about  thirty-live  replies  from  gentlemen 
living  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  rivers,  and  from 
merchants  and  owners  of  craft  passing  up  and  down 
the  rivers.  Mr.  R.  J.  Price,  M.P.,  writing  from  the 
House  of  Commons,  said,  on  one  occasion  he  was  at 
the  entrance  of  Salhouse  Broad  when  a few  young 
fellows  behind  some  rushes  were  firing  at  a bottle 
with  saloon  pistols.  If  one  of  Mr.  Price’s  party  had 
stood  up  in  the  boat  he  might  easily  have  been  hit. 
Mr.  E.  S.  Trafford,  in  the  course  of  a letter,  said: 
“ Anyone  anxious  to  see  and  hear  for  himself  what 
goes  on  in  the  way  of  disorderly  conduct,  the 
use  of  obscene  language,  and  the  firing  of  guns, 
ought  to  spend  an  hour  or  two  on  the  river  between 
the  Bridge  and  the  Broad.  It  is  beyond  description. 
The  Rev.  Hugh  Bellamy,  of  Yarmouth,  said  ho  had 
ceased  to  go  on  the  river  except  in  the  winter  time,  for 
the  reason  that  conduct  was  so  disgraceful  there^^that 
be  dare  not  take  his  lady  friends.  He  continued,  “ The 
Broads  are  siraiily  a playground  for  ^ the  most  filthy 
blackguards  and  robbers  in  England.”  He  also  men- 
tioned that  on  one  occasion  he  was  on  the  w'ater  with 
some  ladies  when  eight  or  nine  roughs,  perfectly  naked, 
and  carrying  a rille,  jumped  out  of  a wherry  and 
liehaved  themselves  with  great  indecency  on  the  bank. 
' (Laughter.)  Having  road  the  names  of  other  gentlemen 


who  had  communicated  with  him  on  the  subject,  Mr. 
Spencer  Rix  said  it  was  desired  that  there  should  be 
river  police  in  private  clothes,  who  might  pass  up  and 
down  the  streams  or  board  yachts,  and  so  pounce  down 
upon  offenders',  and  make  examples  of  them.  The  pay- 
ment of  the  police  ought  to  be  borne  equally  by  the 
bodies  represented. 

Dr.  Wynne  thought  perhaps  the  Waveney  was  a little 
more  favoured  than  the  North  River  as  regards  the 
conduct  of  visitors.  His  experience  with  regard  to  the 
Waveney  and  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Olaves  was  that 
no  great  amount  of  rowdyism  was  practised  there. 
Still,  a great  deal  went  on  which  he  thought  called  for 
rules  and  regulations.  A naval  friend  of  his  advocated 
(1)  that  police  should  be  empowered  to  keep  order  on  the 
river  as  on  the  public  road ; (2)  that  all  boats,  rowing  or 
sailing,  should  be  plainly  numbered  ; (3)  that  all  sailing 
boats  should  carry  on  board  instructions  as  to  the  rules 
of  the  road  ; (4)  that  the  watermen  should  be  licensed 
like  hackney  coach  drivers ; (5)  that  steamers  should 
ease  off  on  passing  moored  fishing  parties  and  whenever 
the  safety  of  other  vessels  demanded  it ; and  (G)  that 
shooting  should  be  illegal.  One  or  two  of  these  rules 
were  all  the  more  necessary  from  the  fact  that  there  was 
often  a kind  of  wild  and  reckless  sailing.  Persons  who 
came  on  the  water  used  to  sea  rules  were  often  iu  great 
danger  of  colliding  with  boats  that  were  being  sailed 
according  to  river  rules.  People  who  had  been  shut  up 
all  the  year  in  London  offices  were  sometimes  intoxicated 
with  ideasure  on  finding  themselves  on  the  Broads, 
which  they  seem  to  regard  as  a jungle  country  where 
they  could  do  just  as  they  pleased. 

Sir  Edward  Birkceck  said  he  agreed  with  all  the 
other  speakers  that  there  was  a strong  case  in  favour  of 
something  being  done ; but  he  thought  it  was  an 
erroneous  impression  that  an  Act  of  Parliament  could 
only  be  obtained  by  going  to  considerable  expense.  Any 
member,  he  believed,  could  introduce  a Bill  to  deal  with 
the  matter,  and  if  the  measure  were  introduced  as  a 
public  Bill  only  a small  cost  need  be  incurred.  Anyone 
could  draft  the  Bill ; it  could  be  introduced  by  a private 
member,  and  dealt  with  in  the  usual  way  ; the  employ- 
ment of  counsel  would  not  be  necessary,  and  there 
would  he  no  question  as  to  the  necessity  of  its  going 
before  the  committee.  If  he  was  correct  in  this  view, 
surely  the  meeting  might  come  to  the  unanimous 
opinion  that  the  time  had  come  to  deal  with  the  question 
in  a practical  way  through  the  introduction  of  a Bill  by 
one  of  the  county  or  city  members  during  the  next 
session.  He  believed  the  financial  difficulties,  if  any, 
would  be  only  nominal. 

Sir  Harry  Bullard  said  the  Port  and  Haven  Com- 
missioners had  no  power  to  regulate  the  traffic  and 
supply  police  in  the  manner  suggested.  Besides,  they 
had  no  funds  for  the  purpose,  and  there  was  no  Act  of 
Parliament  under  which  they  could  raise  such  funds. 
Would  it  not  be  best  for  the  delegates  to  hold  a confer- 
ence amongst  themselves  ? With  so  many  conflicting 
interests  it  was  altogether  a difficult  matter.  The 
County  Council,  the  Commissioners,  the  Corporations  of 
Beccles,  Norwich,  and  Yarmouth  all  seemed  to  have  a 
finger  in  the  pie.  The  body  he  represented,  the  Port 
and  Haven  Commissioners,  would  not,  he  thought, 
approve  of  a fresh  set  of  commissioners  being  estab- 
lished ; but  he  should  be  glad  to  represent  to  them  the 
views  of  this  meeting.  At  present  the  Port  and  Haven 
Commissioners  had  no  funds  for  the  purpose,  and  they 
had  no  power  to  tax  boats  as  on  the  Thames. 

Mr.  Ayres  suggested  that  the  various  bodies  repre- 
sented should  look  into  the  powers  which  they  pos- 
sessed before  any  action  was  taken. 

The  Sheriff  moved,  and  Mr.  G.  Noble  seconded, 
the  following  motion  : — “ That  it  is  expedient  that  the 
navigable  waters  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  be  placed  under 
the  authority  of  a Conservancy  Board,  which  shall  have 
powers  to  make  and  enforce  bye-laws  for  the  better 
preservation  of  public  order,  the  suppression  of  public 
nuisances,  and  the  protection  of  life  and  property  on 
such  waters.  That  an  Act  of  Parliament  be  applied  for 
to  carry  out  the  above  objects.  That  the  delegates 
present  be  respectfully  requested  to  submit  these  recom- 
mendations to  the  authorities  appointing  them,  and 
that  such  steps  may  be  taken  as  will  achieve  the  objects 
which  this  meeting  have  iu  view.” 

The  Chairman  said  it  had  been  suggested  that  these 
different  bodies  had  certain  povvens;  but  those  powers 
were  all  extremely  limited,  and  even  if  they  sufficed  to 
deal  with  obscene  language,  brawling,  and  indecency, 
they  would  not,  he  feared,  suffice  to  deal  with  rifle 
shooting,  the  protection  of  eggs  and  wild  birds,  the  pre- 
servation of  the  banks,  the  registering  of  boats,  and  the 
licensing  of  boatmen,  or  for  the  making  of  navigatio.i. 
laws.  If  all  these  things  were  to  be  done,  power  should 
be  given  by  legislation  to  somebody  or  other.  Probably 
the  only  question  that  remained  to  be  considered  was  as 
to  what  body  tho.se  powers  should  be  conferred  upon. 
He  was  inclined  to  think  that  the  proper  body  to  be  in- 
trusted with  those  powers  was  the  Port  and  Haven 
Commissioners.  His  own  impression  was  that  they 
would  be  more  likely  to  get  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed 
if  the  Commissioners  were  the  body  selected. 

The  resolution  was  then  carried,  and  the  meeting 
ended  with  a vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman.— Ensfern 
Evening  Neivs. 


“Arctic  Adventures”  formed  the  subject  of  a 
lecture  given  recently  at  the  Leeds  Mechanics’  Institute 
by  Mr.  \V.  H.  Wells.  There  was  a numerous  audience, 
and  the  lecture,  which  had  special  reference  to  certain 
expeditions  in  connection  with  whale  catching,  was  of  a 
very  interesting  character,  and  was  illustrated  by  a 
number  of  views. 
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GUIDE  TO  PISHING  TACKLE  MAKEES  IN  GKEAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 


Aberdeen. — Wm.  Bbown,  64,  George-at. 

Alnwick  — Haedt  Beds.,  L.  & N.  British 

Works.  

Ampthill  — Ed.  White,  Market. 
Andover,  Hants.— E.  Chambeelain. 
Ashbourne. — D.  and  W.  H.  Fostee. 
Beccles  — R.  Tilnet  & Son. 


Barnstaple,  N.  Devon.— J.  Rowe,  62, 
High-street. 

Belfast. — J.  Braddell  & Son,  21,  Castle- 
place. 

Birmingham — Samuel  B.  Allpoet, 
50,  Whittall-street. 

C.  Bowlee,  9,  Thomas-st.,  Vaughan-st. 

T.  Heath,  52,  Alma-street,  Aston. 

Reuben  Heaton,  161-5,  Hospital-st. 

J.  Keeling,  7,  Digbeth. 

James  Moegan,  2J,  Aston-road. 

W.  Newell,  11,  Great  Western  Arcade. 

Nutting  & Co.,  70,  Edgbaston-street. 

J.  Powell,  40,  St.  Paul’s-sqnare. 

W.  H.  Ryder  & Sons,  33-36,  Slaney-st. 

Wm.  Steenbeeg,  43,  Soho-hiU. 

Bishop  Auckland — W.  J.  Cummins, 
Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Works. 

Blackburn  — James  GEEGSON,Penny-st. 

Bolton. — W.  Bleaelet,  83,  Newport-st. 

Bridgend. — R.  H.  Dtbe,  19  & 20,  Queen- 
street. 

Bridport. — Joseph  Gundrt  & Co.,  Net, 
Line,  and  Twine  Manufacturers. 

William  James. 

George  Kenwat. 

W.  Tucker,  Manufacturer. 

Builth,  Wells. — Septimus  Price,  12, 
High-street. 

Burton  - on  - Trent. — T.  Hoene,  io6. 
High-street. 

Buxton,  Derbyshire.— J.  Banks,  37, 
Spring-gardens. 

Cardiff — G.  M.  Bueeidqe,  “Silver Fish,” 
Bridge-street. 

William  Davies,  257,  Cowbridge-road. 

Carlisle. — R.  Strong,  Castle-street. 

Castle  Connell. — J.  Enright  & Sons. 

Cheltenham — James  Ogden,  28,  Winch- 
comb-street. 

Ogden  & Scotfoed,  Pittville.  [Whole- 
sale & Retail.] 

Chudleigh,  Devon  — J-  B.  Truman. 

Clitheroe. — Thomas  Robinson,  3,  Wes- 
ley an -road. 

Croydon. — Thomson  & Co.,  10,  High-st. 

Darlington. — J.  F.  Smtthe. 

Derby  — T.  Simpson,  55,  Carrington-st. 


Dublin. — C.  Weekes  & Co.,  26  & 27, 
Essex-quay.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Eton. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Exeter. — w.  Osborne,  251,  High-street. 
E.  F.  Peickman,  12,  North-street. 

Exmouth. — Miss  Ellis,  Fly-Tier,  13, 
Danby-terrace. 


Fa.irford,  G-los. — Samuel  Burge. 


Felton  — W.  Dobson,  West  Thurston. 

Great  Yarmouth.— E.  Hannant,  102, 
Market-gates. 

H.  Salinger,  40,  South  Market-road. 
Hereford  — T.  Cooke,  22^,  Maylord-st. 
Hertford. — Simson  & Co.,  Market-place. 
Hull  — H.  Booth,  21,  Paragon-street. 


Hungerford, — Freeman  Bros.,  Bridge- 
street. 


Inverness.  — J.  Graham  & Co.,  27, 
Union-street. 

Kingsbridge,  S.  Devon. — S.  Perrott, 
109,  Fore-street. 

Kingsland,  Herefordshire,  E.S.O.— 

R.  T.  Williams,  Lugg  Cottage. 

Eingston-ou-Thames  — J.R.  Richard- 
son, 67,  High-street. 

J.  E.  W’illingham,  11,  Union-street 

Langholm. — Joe  Anderson,  59,  High-st. 

Leamington  Spa.— J-  Hobson. 

Leeds. — Linslet  Bros.,  10,  Commercial- 
street. 

Francis  M.  Walbran,  19,  New 
Station-street. 

S.  Willsdon,  43,  Park-lane. 

Leicester — R.  Flude,  5,  West-bridge. 

Leyburn  Yorks.— J.  F.  Lyon,  Post 
OfiBce. 

Limerick, — A.  Nestor,  George-street. 
[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Lincoln  — Andrews  & Parkinson,  36, 
Melville-street. 

J.  W.  Walker,  10,  Waterside. 


Liverpool.  — w.  Ramsbottom,  14b, 
North  John-street. 

H.  Whittt,  15,  Basnett-street. 

R.  Whittt,  14,  Tithebarn-street. 

Llandovery,  Wales. — Evan  Davies, 
High-street. 

London. — s.  Allcock  & Co.,  60,  Queen 
Victoria-street.  [Wholesale  only.] 
T.  Aldeed,  110,  Edgware-road,  N.W. 
Alfred  & Son,  20,  Moorgate-st.,  E.C. 
T.  Barnett,  26,  Church-street,  Edg- 
ware-road. 


London — Continued. 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  53,  Gresham- 
street.  [VTiolesale  only.] 

J.  Bernard  & Sons,  5,  Church-place, 
Piccadilly. 

Mrs.  L.  J.  Brocas,  Fly-Tier,  5, 
Rochester-row,  S.W. 

C.  J.  Brown,  7,  Walton-street,  S.W. 
Mrs.  A.  Bulmer,  62,  Wandsworth-road, 

S.W. 

Carter  & Peek,  137,  St.  John-street- 
road,  E.C. 

R.  Dillon,  78,  Victoria-road,  Kentish 

Town. 

H.  Dunhill,  125-127,  Euston-rd.,  N.W. 
Eaton  & Delleb,  6 & 7,  Crooked-lane, 
E.C. 

J.  Gillett,  40,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 

[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

J.  E.  Gold,  17,  Oakley-street,  Waterloo- 
road,  S.E. 

J.  W.  Hatton,  215,  Cambridge-road,  E. 
G.  Vf . Hemens,  1 71,  New  North-road,  N. 

T.  Holbrow  & Co.,  9,  Eagle-place, 
Jermyn-stroet. 

Holeotd  Bros.,  59,  Gracechnreh-street, 
E.C. 

G.  Little  & Co.,  63,  Haymarket,  S.W. 
G.  Main,  45,  Jermyn-street,  St.  James’s. 

G.  Partridge,  “ The  Golden  Perch,” 

402,  Oxford-street,  W. 

William  Poole,  104a,  Broadwall,  S.E. 
B.  Potter  & Co.,  225,  High  Holborn. 

S.  Price  & Co.,  8,  Seymonr-street, 

Euston-square. 

H.  Richardson  & Co.,  Ye  Pluckie 
Perche,  77,  Fiusbury-pavement. 

T.  H.  Sowerbutts  & Son,  151,  Com- 

mercial-street, E. 

A.  J.  Spashott,  55a,  Maryland  Point,  E. 

T.  Unstead,  3,  Penton-street,  Penton- 
ville,  N. 

A.  Williams,  84,  York-street,  Bryan- 
ston-square,  W. 

F.  T.  Williams  & Co.,  “ Silver  Trent,” 
10,  Great  Queen-street,  W.C. 


Lostwithiel. — C.  Geach,  Fancy  Reposi- 
tory. 

Macclesfield. — J.  H.  Fearn,  38,Chester- 
gate. 

Manchester. — w.  Chambers  & Co.,  25, 
Market-place. 

R.  Ramsbottom,  81,  Market-street. 

Newark. — D.  Slater  & Co.,  Stodman-st. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.— J.  R.  Bolton, 
147,  Northnmberland-street. 

Murton.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Thos.  Pape,  27,  Collingwood-street. 

Northampton.  — Geo.  Timms,  6,  The 
Green. 


Norwich  — A.  J.  Rudd,  54,  London-st. 


Nottingham  — F.  Crofts,  46,  Sussex-st. 

S.  Dales,  7,  St.  John-street. 

Ed.  Dance,  1a,  Sussex- street. 

Chas.  Jackson,  23,  Carrington-street. 

J.  The  AKER,  10,  Canal-street. 

W.  Wells  & Co.,  1,  Sussex-street. 

E.  West,  28,  Sussex-street. 

Oakham  — J.  E.  Whitehouse,  Rutland 
Gun  and  Cartridge  Works. 

Omagh. — John  White,  30,  Market-st. 

Oxford.— James  Innes,  42,  Queen-st. 

Plymouth.  — Thomas  Brooks,  30a, 
Southside-street. 

C.  & R.  Brooks,  Stonehouse. 

Reading. — J.  Perry  & Co.,  6,  Minster- 
parade. 

Redditch. — s.  Allcock  & Co.,  Standard 
Works.  [Wholesale  only.] 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  Abbey  Mills. 
[Wholesale  only.] 

Alfred  Booker  & Co.,  Midland  Needle 
and  Fish  Hook  Works. 

H.  Milward  & Son,  Washford  Mills. 

W.  Vale  & Son,  Studley.  [Wholesale 
only.] 

Richmond  - on  - Thames  — Gaynor  & 
Son,  4,  Bridge-street. 

Everard  Ripley,  5,  King-street. 

H.  L.  Platt,  57,  Hill-rise. 

Richmond,  Yorka. — Chas.  Spencer 
Finkle-street. 

Rothbury. — w.  Mavin. 

J.  Soulsby. 

Scarborough  — s.  M.  Patrick,  5,  North- 
street,  Newboro’. 

Wm.  j.  Clarke,  44,  Huntress-row. 

Southampton. — Cox  & Macpherson, 
62,  High-street. 

Cox  & Son,  28,  High-street. 

Swansea  — R.  Evans  & Co.,  Swansea 
Sporting  Depot,  Castle  Bailey-st. 

Taunton. — George  Hinton,  Fore-st. 

Thetford- — G.  H.  Reynolds,  Anchor 
Commercial  Hotel. 

Thrapston. — A.  Bargh,  Bridge-st. 

Tor  rington,  N.  Devon.— J-  u.  Bastard, 
Torridge  House. 

Uppingham,  Rutlands.  — J.  L. 

Andrews,  High-street. 

Walthamstow  — D.  Bennett,  137, 
Hoe-street  North. 

Wolverhampton  — T.  Shakespeare,  9, 
Market-street. 

York — H.T.  Lloyd,  Sportsman’s  Depot 
Davy- gate. 


To  be  issued  in  Two  Parts,  price  TWELVE  GUINEAS  NET. 
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CONTENTS : 

Plate  IV.— NOT  CAUGHT  YET. 
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ANGLING  FIXTURES. 

December  3.  

Amiciil)lo  Brothers  : Match  at  Twickenham. 

Amicable  Excelsior:  Match  at  Windsor. 

Anglers’  Pride  : Monthly  outing  to  Sunbury. 

Battersea  Friendly  : Match  at  Twickenham. 

Brunswick  Brothers  .-  Boving  match. 

Burton  Piscatorials  : Match. 

City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  : Match  at  Windsor. 
Cobden  : Match  at  Richmond. 

Dalston : Match. 

Earlsfield  ; Outing  to  Byfleet. 

Enterprise  : Match  at  Waltham. 

Forest  Gate  : Match  at  Maldon. 

Good  Intent : Match  at  Cheshunt. 

Havelock  ; Match  at  Chertsey. 

Hearts  of  Oak  : Match  at  St.  Margaret’s. 

Hoxton  Brothers : Match  at  St.  Margaret’s. 

Lincoln  : Match  at  Windsor. 

Mildmay  : Match  at  Langford  Hall. 

Slough  and  Langley  : Match  at  Grand  Junction  Canal. 
Sociable  Brothers  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

St.  Thomas’s  ; Match  at  Twickenham. 

Walworth  Waltonians  ; Match. 

Wellington  : Outing  to  Amberley. 

December  4. 

Amicable  Excelsior  : Match  at  Windsor. 

Anglers’  Association  : General  committee  meeting. 
Central  Association  : Monthly  delegate  meeting  at 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. 
City  of  London  and  Rising  Sun  : Benefit  concert. 
Clapham  Junction:  Battersea  and  Earlsfield  United 
visit. 

Epsom  : Reading  by  Mr.  Woodford. 

Funny  Folks  : Visit. 

Rorth  London  : Concert  and  reading  (illustrated  with 
lantern  views). 

Serapis  ; Match  at  Shepperton. 

December  5. 

Blackfriars  : Anglers’  Association  visit. 

December  6. 

Walworth  Waltonians : Match. 

Westminster : Distribution  of  prizes  at  Horseferry 
Clubhouse. 

December  7. 

Westminster  : Supper. 

December  8. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  : Committee  meeting. 

December  9. 

Copenhagen  : Benefit  concert. 

Forest  Gate ; Match. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials  : Smoking  concert. 


FIXTURES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

Dec.  10. — Bloomsbury  Brothers  : Christmas  outing. 

,,  10. — Bostonians  : Christmas  prize  outing  to  Ship- 

lake. 

,,  10. — Eagle  : Match. 

,,  10. — Enterprise : Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

,,  10. — Izaak  Walton  : Match. 

,,  10. — Queen’s  : Roving  competition. 

,,  10. — Peckham  Brothers  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

,,  10. — Phoenix  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

,,  10. — Seymour  Brothers  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

,,  10. — Waggoners  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

,,  11. — Bostonians  : Visit. 

,,  11. — Good  Intent : Benefit  concert. 

,,  17. — Allason  United  : Prize  outing. 

,,  17. — Anchor  and  Hope  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

,,  17. — Anglers’ Pride  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

,,  17. — Battersea  Friendly ; Match  for  Christmas 

prizes. 

,,  17. — Prince  of  Wales  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

,,  17. — South  London  : Match. 

,1  17. — Walham  Green:  Christmas  prize  outing. 

„ 17. — Wellington  : Christmas  competition. 

>,  19. — Dalston:  Half-yearly  distribution  of  prizes. 

,,  19. — Golden  Barbel : Social  evening. 


JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAT. 


The  fishing  on  the  Thames  has  somewhat  improved, 
owingtothe  recent  rain,  which  has  had  the  effectof  colour- 
ing the  water  and  scouring  the  river  of  rotten  weeds.  The 
jack  are  now  “ out  and  about  ” in  search  of  food.  The 
roach  are  also  feeding  well,  especially  in  the  tidal  water. 
On  opening  some  jack  which  were  recently  taken  from 
Staines  they  were  found  to  be  full  of  minnows,  which 
leads  one  to  think  that  if  minnows  were  occasionally  tried 
as  bait  the  jack  might  take  them.  A nice  Thames  dace, 
however,  is  most  attractive,  and  few  jack  can  resist  it  if 
nicely  offered.  Of  course,  ■when  jack  are  on  the  feed 
they  will  take  almost  everything  ; but  the  best  angler  is 
he  who  can  tempt  the  appetite  of  fish  which  are  off  the 
feed. 

***«*««: 

At  the  usual  fortnightly  committee  meeting  of  the 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  on  Nov.  24  (Mr.  J.  Medcalf 
in  the  chair)  two  distressing  cases  were  investigated 
in  a humane  but  thoroughly  business-like  manner.  The 
men  who  conduct  the  business  of  this  admirable  society, 
and  whose  duty  it  is  to  administer  the  funds  at  their 
disposal,  are  men  of  business,  and  one  visit  (could  an 
outsider  but  be  present)  would  convince  the  most 
sceptical  that  the  word  “favouritism”  has  been 
eliminated  from  their  vocabulary.  Ten  pounds  (in  two 
sums  of  £h)  was  voted  to  two  deserving  members,  and 
it  was  a pleasure  to  see  the  joy  depicted  on  the  faces  of 
the  representatives  who  appeared  on  their  behalf  when 
the  gold  was  counted  into  their  hands. 


The  Central  Association  are  to  bo  congratulated  upon 
the  possession  of  the  Ainberle.v  Pish  Preserve,  and  the 
members  of  that  association  should  be  grateful  to  Mr. 
Eldridge  tor  the  privilege  he  extends  to  them  by  running 
the  2s.  Gd.  excursions  long  after  the  leaves  have 
“ turned.”  It  is  curious  to  watch  the  eager  faces  of  the 
specimen  hunters  who  throng  the  London  Bridge 
Station  just  before  the  departure  of  the  Amberley  train. 
If  “ pleasure  ” is  rvritten  on  the  faces  of  the  summer 
excursionists,  when  pure  air  and  an  outing  are  the 
objects  sought,  the  word  “ business  ” is  plainly  discer- 
nible in  the  “ get  up  ” of  these  November  fishermen. 
Water-tight  boots,  waterproof  coats,  box,  bait,  and 
bottle  : even  the  proverbial  New  Zealander  would  have 
no  difficulty  in  arriving  at  the  conclusion  that  they 
meant  “ fishing.” 

#****•« 

Roach,  bream,  and  jack,  are  to  be  had  in  other  waters 
it  is  true  ; but  not  in  anything  like  the  “ quality  and 
quantity  ” recorded  week  after  week  from  this  veritable 
El  Dorado.  The  following  is  an  account  of  some  of  the 
takes  of  Nov.  26  : — 

H.  Patman  (Bermondsey  Brothers),  about  51b.  of  roach. 

.1,  Smith  (Bermondsey  Brothers),  about  .511).  of  roach. 

Bliss  (Izaak  Walton),  one  roach,  Sib.  2Joz. 

Stone  (St.  Thomas’s),  one  roach,  21b. 

Palmer  (Anchor  and  Hope),  one  roach.  21b, 

Vanhegan  (Funny  Folks),  one  roach,  11b.  l.jfoz. 

Ditto  ditto  one  roach,  lib.  loz, 

Menear  (Penge),  one  roach,  11b,  1.5^oz. 

Biggs  (Funny  Folks),  one  roach,  lib.  7oz. 

Hill,  some  nice  roach. 

Godmark,  one  bream,  .3Ib.  G\oz. 

Taylor,  one  bream,  31b. 

Hill  (Amicable  Waltonians),  one  jack,  •‘ilb. 

“ And  several  men  whose  names  I don’t  know,”  adds 
my  informant,  “ had  very  fine  specimen  roach.” 
#*##*** 

So  much  for  the  roach  and  bream  which  clever  fisher- 
men are  able  to  “ find,”  even  though  the  conditions  are 
anything  but  favourable.  But  are  there  no  pike  in 
these  waters?  lean  believe  my  own  eyes — for  I have 
seen  them  in  large  numbers.  The  reason  so  few  are 
taken  may  be  that  so  few  try  for  them,  and  then  it  may 
be  that  so  few  understand  the  art  of  jack  catching. 
#***»*# 

“An  Expert,”  in  the  Pall  Mall  Gazette,  says: 
“ The  nature  of  the  pike  is  lethargic.  It  is  never  found 
where  the  water  runs  swiftly.  It  lies  in  wait,  craftily 
darting  upon  its  prey  with  a swiftness  that  is  ensured 
by  its  shape  and  by  the  powerful  disposition  of  fin  at  the 
tail.  'That  fin,  which  with  other  fish  would  (be  on  the 
back,  has  apparently  slipped  down  to  the  tail  in  the  case 
of  the  pike,  who  requires  it  in  that  position  so  that  it 
may  capture  its  food  and  live.  It  is  a matter  of  common  ob- 
servation, concerning  which  one  knows  of  no  conflicting 
theories,  that  the  older— and  larger— a pike  grows  the 
lazier  it  becomes.  There  are  exceptions,  but  it  is  the 
small  ones  that  are  taken  by  the  pike  fly,  which  is  towed 
behind  a boat,  just  as  on  the  Tay  they  barl  (“  barl  ” 
sounds  ever  so  much  better  than  “trail,”  though  it  is 
the  same  thing)  for  salmon,  and  call  it  fly-fishing  in  the 
papers.  So,  too,  with  spinning,  as  spinning  is  ordinarily 
conducted,  the  bait  being  drawn  through  the  water  at 
too  great  a speed.  If  one  inquires  of  the  most  successful 
pike  anglers  of  the  day,  one  will  learn  that  the  largest 
fish  have  been  caught  by  a live  bait  on  float  tackle,  to 
secure  which  the  pike  has  to  execute  no  tour  de  force  in 
the  way  of  activity  when  it  happens  to  come  his  way. 
*«##*** 

Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon,  in  the  Sporf.s’wan  of  Wednes- 
day, Nov.  29,  under  the  heading  “ Piscatorial  Hotch- 
potch ” (but  which  is  really  a piscatorial  peroration), 
devotes  the  best  part  of  two  columns  to  the  question 
“ How  to  catch  pike.”  It  would  be  a pleasure  to  quote 
any  or  all  of  this  crisply  written,  well-thought-out 
article  on  a subject  which  engrosses  the  attention  of  so 
many  coarse  fish  anglers  at  this  season  of  the  year  ; but 
to  do  so  were  sacrilege.  No  ; hasten  to  procure  a copy 
for  yourselves ; read  it  from  beginning  to  end ; and  if 
you  are  told  “ they  are  out  of  print,”  why.  I’ll  lend  you 
mine. 

#*##**# 

Talking  of  jack  fishing  reminds  us  of  Tom  Hood, 
who  says  : 

In  vain  luy  live  minno-n- 1 spin. 

Not  a pike  seems  to  think  it  worth  snatching; 

For  the  gut  I have  brought, 

I had  better  have  bought 
A good  rope  that  was  used  to  Jack-Ketching : 

Not  a nibl>le  has  ruffled  my  cork. 

It  is  vain  in  thi.s  river  to  search  then ; 

I may  wait  till  it's  night 
Without  any  bite, 

And  at  roost-lime  have  never  a Ferch  then ! 

If  dear  old  Tom  Hood  went  fishing  with  a rope  no 
wonder  he  never  got  a bite,  and  he  certainly  did  not 
deserve  a perch  to  roost  oh.  But  he  could  not  have 
been  a very,  very  bad  angler,  for  though  he  had  no  fish, 
he  says,  “ Resigned,  I kiss  the  rod,”  we  must,  therefore, 
conclude  he  was  desperately  in  love  with  it.  The  tackle 
only  was  at  fault. 

******* 

The  National  Chrysanthemum  Society  will  hold  its 
last  show  for  the  year  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  on 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Thursday  next,  when,  owing 
to  the  open  season,  an  unusually  fine  display  may  be 
expected.  The  characteristic  energy  of  Mr.  Ritchie 
has  secured  for  his  clients  a troupe  of  African  negroes 
from  Zambesiland.  This  band  is  so  nearly  akin  to 
Matabeles  that  the  difference  is  but  that  of  Tweedledum 
and  Tweedledee.  They  will  give  displays  each  day  in 
the  concert  hall,  illustratingthe”  manners  and  customs” 
of  the  unfortunate  tribe  that  has  lately  been  playing  the 
earthen  pot  to  the  Chartered  Company’s  iron  vessel. 


“ Self-preservation,”  wo  are  told,  “ is  tlie  first 
law  of  nature.”  Good  food  and  adequate  exercise  will 
preserve  a man’s  health,  and  render  him  proof  against 
the  thousand  and  one  “shafts”  which  are  ready  at 
every  moment  to  attack  him.  But  good  health  can  only 
be  maintained  by  becoming  proof  against  the  rain,  and 
snow,  and  wind.  Anglers  may  revel  in  the  luxury  of 
fishing,  and  successfully  defy  the  elements  by  patron- 
ising the  world-renowned  vjaterproofers,  Messrs. 
Anderson,  Anderson,  and  Anderson,  Limited.  Those  of 
our  readers  who  can  pay  a visit  to  37,  Queen  V’ictoria- 
street,  E.C.,  will  be  surprised  and  delighted  at  the  vast 
assortment  of  weather-tight  appliances  provided  for 
anglers  by  these  wind  and  weather  doctors.  Those  who 
cannot  call  should  write  for  “Sale  Bill”  (post-free) 
without  delay.  The  present  low  prices  are  remarkable 
and  rare.  For  full  particulars  see  page  438. 

In  hail,  snow,  and  rain 
Rheumatics  are  caught ; 

But  you’ll  suffer  no  pain 
When  your  “ macs  ” have  been  bought. 
******* 

The  first  Monday  in  the  month  at  the  Epsom  Angling 
Society  is  eagerly  looked  forward  to  as  a day  of  import- 
ance. On  Monday.  Dec.  4,  Mr.  Woodford  will  read  a 
paper  entitled  “ The  Trader’s  Yarn  ; or,  a Tale  of  the 
South  Seas.”  As  the  author  can  speak  from  personal 
observation  “ in  Southern  climes,”  visitors  will  be  well 
repaid  by  attending.  The  president,  Mr.  F.  W.  Coles, 
will  take  the  chair,  and  the  Messrs.  Jeffery  are  respon- 
sible for  the  music. 

******* 

We  would  call  attention  to  an  advertisement  which 
appears  in  another  column  with  reference  to  the  Fisheries 
Exhibition  at  the  Aquarium.  We  understand  that  the 
applications  for  space  are  unprecedented,  and  that  the 
display  will  be  a record  one.  'The  Aquarium  authorities 
wish  it  to  be  known  that  they  have  no  representatives 
outside  their  own  staff,  and  that  all  arrangements  will 
be  made  by  their  executive  officers. 

******* 

The  Park  Angling  Society  is  only  a young  one,  but, 
judging  from  the  splendid  patronage  they  received  at 
Monday’s  visit  (their  first),  when  the  club-room  was 
crowded,  they  bid  fair  to  rank  amongst  the  most  suc- 
cessful clubs  of  London.  They  possess  an  energetic 
secretary  ; and  we  wish  the  Park  every  prosperity. 
**#«**# 

Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  has  just  completed 
a memoir  of  the  Right  Hon.  W.  H.  Smith,  M.P.,  and, 
though  labouring  under  many  difficulties,  has  succeeded 
in  giving  us  an  admirably  written  biography  of  this 
good,  generous,  and  affectionate  man. 

m *****  * 

Vert  shortly  in  these  pages  will  appear  a resume  of 
the  doings  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  from  the 
date  of  its  institution.  For  the  present,  suffice  it  to  say 
that  the  money  is  going  out  faster  than  it  is  coming  in. 
It  would  be  sad — indeed  a lasting  disgrace — to  allow  the 
fund  to  languish.  There  are  some  splendid  workers  in 
this  good  cause  ; and  it  is  the  one  great  aim  of  these 
true  philanthropists  to  devise  means  whereby  to  aug- 
ment the  funds.  Amongst  the  many  devices  resorted 
to  are  concerts,  readings,  theatre  benefits,  tournaments, 
dissolving  view  lectures,  angling  competitions,  &c.  'The 
fish  may  grow  even  though  the  river  preservation 
scheme  is  not  adequately  supported ; but  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  boxes  will  not  grow  heavier  unless  they  are 
more  generously  .atronised. 

* # ***** 

One  of  the  h.-rd-working  committee  (they  are  all  hard 
workers!),  Mr.  Malby,  of  the  Good  Intent,  was  the 
general  who  conducted  the  fifth  Bye  House  Competition. 
At  the  last  meeting,  in  a most  unostentatious  manner, 
he  produced  a little  scrap  of  paper  on  which  was  recorded 
the  fact  that  the  result  of  the  competition  was  such  as 
to  enable  him  to  hand  over  to  the  treasurer  the  sum  of 
^26  3s.  9d.  As  showing  what  may  be  done  when  there 


By  sale  of  565  Tickets  at  Is 

,,  ,,  ,,  33  Diplomas  at  6d 

,,  Prize  money  paid  by  various  societies 


,,  Secretary’s  expenses  

,,  Paid  for  prizes  (13) 

,,  Balance  handed  to  Anglers’  Benevolent 
Society  

Net  Result. 


Donations  from  various  gentlemen 
Balance  handed  over 


. £ 

s. 

d. 

. 28 

5 

0 

0 

16 

G 

6 

2 

0 

,£35 

3 

6 

2 

4 

C 

0 

13 

3 

6 

2 
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9G 

3 

9 

£35 

3 

6 

4 

0 

0 

2 

3 

0 

, 26 

3 

9 

,£32  G 9 


On  Monday  evening  next,  Dec.  4,  Mr.  Hoyle  will 
deliver  a lecture  on  “Two  Rivers  of  the  West,”  illus- 
trated with  the  lantern,  and  several  well-known  artistes 
have  volunteered  to  assist  at  a concert  at  the  clubhouse 
of  the  North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road.  The  artistes  and  lecturer  will  be  paid 
— well  paid,  for  their  services  if  they  can  only  see  a good 
room  full.  The  object  for  which  this  entertainment  has 
been  organised  is  to  add  to  the  funds  of  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society.  May  it  be  a big  success  ! Those 
who  cannot  come  can  send.  A postal  order  for  a shilling 
costs  one  half-penny.  Stand  not  upon  the  order  of  send- 
ing, or  going,  or  coming,  but  send  your  money.  'The 
chair  will  be  sat  upon,  so  will  those  who  don’t  subscribe, 
by  Dragnet. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCflS,  &c. 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 


Bridge  given  below 

/30  min.  for  Chelsea. 

/55  min. 

for  Kew. 

Uo  „ 

,,  Putney. 

\75  „ 

,,  Richmond. 

Addv45  ,, 

,,  Hammer- 

Add-^80  „ 

„ Twicken- 

'-50 „ 

smith. 
,,  Barnes. 

1 .. 

ham. 

,,  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  he  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  High  Water 

AT  London  Bridge. 

Saturday,  Dec. 
Sunday,  ,, 

9 

Morning. 

...  9.  1 

Evening. 

9.37 

3 

...  0,10  

10.41 

Monday,  ,, 

4 

...  1.10  

11.37 

Tuesday,  ,, 

Wednesday,  ,, 

5 



0 2 

6 

...  0.26  

0.47 

Thursday,  ,, 

7 

...  1.  7 

1.27 

Friday,  „ 

8 

...  1.46  

2.  4 

High  Water  at  Amberlet  and  Pulborouqh. 


Saturday,  Dec. 

Morning. 

Evening 

2 

9.41  

10.17 

Sunday,  ,, 

3 

0 50  

11  21 

Monday,  ,, 

4 

1.50  

12.17 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley. 

Pulborough  will  be  two  hours  forty  minutes  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.  — General  Eemarks.  — The 
financial  result  of  this  year’s  appeal  to  the  angling  clubs 
of  London  on  behalf  of  the  prefervation  fund  has  been 
somewhat  disappointing  to  the  promoters  of  the  move- 
ment, as  it  was  hoped  the  amount  would  have  far 
exceeded  the  total  of  the  previous  year,  which  was  com- 
menced late  in  the  season.  The  sum  of  twelve  guineas 
has  been  awarded  to  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society  compared  with  twenty  guineas  last  year.  In 
the  accounts  of  this  society  for  the  year  ending  April  30, 
1892,  it  appears  that  twenty  clubs  have  contributed,  by 
means  of  collecting  boxes,  the  sum  of  ^613  12s.,  and,  by 
way  of  subscriptions  and  donations,  ten  other  clubs  the 
sum  of  .£15  8s.  fid.  As  the  appeal  is  not  intended  to 
benefit  only  one  portion  of  the  Thames,  but  for  other 
portions  and  other  rivers  which  are  used  by  the 
London  anglers,  the  result  should  have  been  more 
encouraging,  inasmuch  as  the  preservation  and  re- 
stocking of  the  waters  is  of  paramount  importance  to  the 
anglers.  There  are  other  sources  beside  the  angling 
clubs  who  ought  more  liberally  to  support  the  fishery 
of  the  Thames,  I mean  the  riverside  hostelries.  At  one 
time  there  were  thirteen  of  these  houses  on  the  Lower 
Thames  annually  subscribing  to  the  society,  now  there 
are  only  five,  and  those  are,  for  they  ought  to  be  men- 
tioned, The  Mitre,  Hampton  Court  ; The  Castle,  East 
Moulspy  ; The  Magpie,  Sunbury  ; The  Ship,  Halliford  ; 
and  The  Packhorse,  Staines  It  may  be  in  the  change 
of  occupiers  the  new  comers  have  no  sympathy  with 
angling,  but  it  is  certainly  in  their  interest  to  study 
them  and  support  the  preservation  of  the  river  which 
gives  the  sport  and  attracts  the  customers.  In  the 
reports  of  this  week  the  river  is  said  to  be  in  good  con- 
dition for  all  round  fishing,  and  the  only  cau-e  of  com- 
plaint the  fishf  rnien  have  is  the  want  of  clients.  It 
will  be  seen  from  the  results  reported  this  week  there 
have  been  some  good  takes  of  bream  again  at  Tedding- 
ton. It  does  not  appear  during  the  cold  weather  much 
has  been  done  with  the  barbel,  and  this  week  they  are 
not  mentioned  — B. 

Upper  Thames. — The  effects  of  the  recent  snow- 
storm have  now  quite  been  eliminated  from  the  upper 
portions  of  the  Thames,  and  as  a consequence  angling 
is  again  being  successfully  carried  on.  The  best  sport 
is  being  afforded  by  the  jack,  a goodly  number  and  of 
respectable  size  having  been  had  within  the  last  few 
days.  Eoach  are  evidently  getting  over  their  weed 
sickness,  as  I had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  a splendid 
sample  wh  oh  had  been  taken  by  a “ banker”  from  the 
Medmenham  waters,  and  151b.  of  nice  fish  from  the 
Hurley  district,  aLo  by  a London  bank  angler.  Thurs- 
day Night  : The  weather  to-day  has  been  more  like 
spring  than  the  last  day  of  November,  and,  as  the  fish 
are  now  in  the  feeding  humour,  pleasant  and  successful 
days  can  he  spent  on  the  grand  old  river. — Marlow 
Buzz. 

Thames  (Chertsey). — John  Ponlter,  one  day,  with 
Mr.  O.  Pettit  and  friend,  four  dozen  of  roach  and  dace 
and  some  good  chub.  Lotan  Hackett  is  reported  to  have 
had  a good  day  amongst  the  roach,  dace,  and  chub. 

Thames  (Datchet).— Eiver  about  as  low  as  usual. 
The  jack  are  feeding  very  well.  Mr.  Roberts,  from 
Windsor,  on  the  2fith,  had  three,  weighing  about  91b.  I 
was  out  with  a customer,  had  two  jick,  two  chub,  and 
a few  roach.  I went  out  this  afternoon  to  get  some 
dace  ; result,  three  dozen,  and  four  chub,  going  101b. — 
G.  Ldmsden. 

Thames  (Hampton).  — E.  Eeddiek,  during  the 
week,  has  taken  401b.  weight  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub. 


Thames  (Hampton  Court). — William  Milbourne 
writes  : ‘‘  There  has  been  a few  jack  taken  in  the  Deep 
by  anglers  fishing  in  private  punts.  There  has  scarcely 
been  any  fishermen  out  through  the  absence  of  cus- 
tomers. The  water  is  now  in  good  order  for  all  kinds  of 
fish.” 

Thames  (Kingston). — John  Johnson,  during  the 
week,  has  taken  five  jack,  nine  bream,  and  seventeen 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  J.  Knight,  in  three  days, 
eighteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  and  four  chub.  N. 
Bolton,  in  three  days,  twenty-three  dozen  of  roach  and 
dace.  The  bank  anglers  have  been  getting  some  roach, 
dace,  and  chub.  The  water  is  in  good  condition  and  has 
risen  a little. 

Thames  (Richmond). — The  fishermen  have  been 
getting  some  fair  nport  with  the  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Staines). — John  Keene,  jun.,  one  day, 
with  Mr  Rogers,  three  dozen  of  roach  ; another  day, 
with  Mr.  O’Dowd,  seven  jack  and  two  brace  of  chub  ; 
another  day,  with  Mr.  Menear,  eighteen  chub  ; and 
another  day,  with  Mr.  Newbury,  twelve  chub,  the 
largest  31b.,  and  one  brace  of  jack. 

Thames  (Sunbury). — Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud,  in 
two  days,  three  brace  of  jack  ; and  Mr.  Edward  Clarke, 
in  one  day,  five  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Teddington). — Joseph  Baldwin,  in  one 
day,  three  bream  and  a jack  of  41b.  ; W.  McBride,  one 
day,  with  Mr.  Levy,  901b.  of  bream;  another  day,  with 
Mr  Port,  in  two  hours,  eleven  bream  ; another  day,  with 
Mr.  Islip,  501b.  of  bream  and  a jack  of  VJlb.  ; another 
day,  in  four  hours,  with  Mr.  Porter  and  Mr.  Burring- 
ham,  GOlb.  of  bream  ; and  .another  day,  with  Mr.  Islip, 
in  two  hours,  121b.  of  bream. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — C.  Brown,  in  two  and  a 
half  days,  301b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; S.  Cole,  in  four 
days,  451b.  of  roach  and  dace;  G.  Coxen,  in  one  day, 
five  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; J.  Coxen,  in  half  a day, 
about  seven  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ; John  Frost,  in 
five  days,  701b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; and  another  day, 
with  Mr.  and  Master  Bird,  28Jlb.  of  fine  roach  ; Pert 
Hammerton,  in  one  day,  181b.  of  roach  and  dace,  and 
John  Spong  in  the  week,  361b.  of  roach  and  dace. 

Windsor  District, — Suow  quite  out  of  the  water 
now,  and  in  capital  trim  for  all-round  angling,  more 
especially  jack  and  chub.  I tried  the  latter  a few 
minutes  yestei-day,  just  outside  here.  Soon  had  a good 
one  on,  but  bad  foolishly  put  on  an  old  cast,  and  not 
soaked  .sufficiently,  so  broke  away.  Next  swim  another 
run,  got  away  again,  but  nothing  lost ; next  run  secured 
another,  about  a pound,  returned,  then  had  two  more 
runs,  when  bad  to  reel  up,  being  unable  to  stop  longer  ; 
but  they  are  well  worth  trying  now.  A few  jack  and 
roach  have  been  taken.  Of  the  former,  Mr.  Hewlett,  of 
Eton,  had  ore  of  31b.,  and  lost  two  others.  By  spinning, 
somn  good  baskets  of  jack  should  be  bad.  River  delight- 
fully quiet — not  a cratt  to  be  seen  about  anywhere.  Un- 
doubiedly,  our  Thames  now  is  for  the  early  spring, 
autumn,  and  winter  angler.  I have  not  seen  a boat, 
pui  t.  tug,  or  launch  pass  here  for  some  days,  and  water 
could  not  be  looking  better.  Unfortunately  I cannot 
spare  time,  or  would  certainly  put  in  a day  at  jack 
spinning  ; it  looks  so  favourable,  and  weather  beautifully 
mild.  Mr.  Shorter,  of  Eton,  has  been  taking  some  good 
roach,  which  are  now  in  the  pink  of  condition. — B.  R. 
Bambridge 

Aiicholine  District. — No  angling  to  speak  of  has 
taken  place  this  week.  A few  were  over  from  Sheffield 
on  Monday,  but  catches  were  not  reported.  Five 
hundred  fine  yearling  trout  go  into  the  Eiver  Lynn  this 
week.— Thomas  Ford. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  Camel  fishermen  have  been 
most  unu-ually  bu-y  lately.  Since  my  last  communica- 
tion salmon  have  runup  in  great  numbers.  There  was  a 
good  freshet  last  week  on  a spring  tide,  and  fish  were 
seen  after  that  lying  in  every  pool  or  run  below  the  weir 
at  Blade  Pool.  One  rod  got  two  salmon  of  221b.  and 
201b.  ; another  two  of  121b.  and  12jlb.  ; and  there  were 
other  takes  of  fish  weighing  from  101b.  downwards. 
Huge  fish  were  missed  after  long  fights  ; and,  although 
there  were  serious  disappointments,  nobody  has  been 
actually  idle. — Bodmin. 

Dee  (Corwen,  N.  Wales). — The  river  was  higher  on 
Sunday  than  it  has  been  for  twelve  months.  The  weather 
is  now  open  and  fine,  and  the  water  is  getting  into  good 
order  for  grayling  fishing.  Very  few  salmon  have  been 
seen  on  the  beds  this  year  compared  with  jirevious  years. 
The  flood  is  likely  to  spoil  what  prospects  there  were. — 
Alwen. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Weather  is  now  every- 
thing that  could  be  wished  for  grayling  and  pike  fishing. 
We  do  not,  however,  hear  of  anything  having  been  done, 
for  the  simple  reason  that  nottiing  appears  to  have  been 
attempted  the  last  few  days. — D.  AND  W.  H.  Foster. 

Esk  (Whitby). — The  season  being  over,  there  is  of 
course  no  angling  achievements  to  be  recorded,  but  it 
will  be  interesting  to  all  acquainted  with  this  river  that 
at  last  we  have  had  a good  flood.  The  passes  atRuswarp 
and  Sleights  have  been  made  as  perfect  as  possible,  and 
the  fish,  as  soon  as  they  had  a chance,  got  out  of  the 
tidal  river  and  so  up  into  the  upper  reaches.  I have 
already  recorded  that  there  has  been  an  extraordinary 
influx  of  salmon  and  salmon  trout,  and,  m common  with 
all  sportsmen,  regretted  their  inability  to  reach  the 
spawning  beds,  owing  to  the  protracted  and,  in  this  part 
of  the  country,  unparalleled  drought.  The  fish  swirmed 
in  densfe  shoals  in  the  pools  and  dumps  on  the  tideway 
below  Euswarp  Dam,  and  so  became  an  easy  prey  to 
unscrupulous  ‘’anglers.”  The  ingenuity  actively  em- 
ployed by  these  persons  has  been  officially  recognised 
and  condemned  by  the  local  board  of  conservators,  but 
who,  admittedly,  reckon  themselves  powerless  to  act — 
too  feeble,  under  the  circumstances,  to  undertake  a pro- 
secution. The  Conservators  admit,  in  their  official  report. 


that  at  least  700  salmon  were  caught  by  rod  of  which 
they  have  no  record.  And  they  further  state,  through 
their  clerk,  Mr.  Wm.  Brown,  a competent  and  straight- 
forward gentleman,  that  most  of  these  fish  have  been  foul 
hooked.  It  is  quite  likely  that  this  will  beat  all  official 
records  of  “angling”  exploits.  It  appears,  however, 
notwithstanding  these  depredations,  that  a vast  quan- 
tity of  salmon  and  salmon  trout  have  got  into 
the  upper  waters.  Indeed,  it  is  stated,  and  I can  from 
personal  observation  almost  justify  the  statement,  that 
in  no  previous  corresponding  period  of  the  year  has  the 
river  been  so  well  stocked  with  fish.  They  have,  owing 
to  the  recent  floods,  got  well  up  on  the  best  spawning 
beds,  and,  all  things  being  favourable,  the  result  will 
be  such  as  has  never  been  known  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Esk  as  a salmon  river.  The  only  blemish 
in  this  picture — fruitful  of  good  sport  in  the  future — is 
that  of  the  rapid  decay  of  the  trout  fishing.  Years  ago 
the  streams  were  plentifully  stocked  with  rare  good  fresh- 
water tiout.  It  was  no  uncommon  thing  to  go  out  for  an 
hour  or  two  and  take  six  to  a dozen  brace  of  brown  trout, 
but  that  cannot  be  done  nowadays.  It  is  likely,  however, 
that  the  association  will  give  attention  to  this  matter, 
and  that  by  applying  their  energies  and  abilities  they 
will  in  time  improve  the  river  from  the  point  of  view  of 
a trout  angler. — Jno.  J.  JACKSON. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).  — Weather  still  keeps 
mild,  and  water  is  in  good  order  for  all-round  angling. 
A few  pike  are  being  had,  both  by  live  baiting  and 
spinning,  the  latter  mode  being  certainly  preferable 
under  present  conditions  of  water  and  weather.  I have 
not  heard  of  any  scoring  among  the  perch,  but  a live 
minnow,  worked  in  the  eddies,  should  now  produce  good 
results.  The  canal  contains  plenty  of  perch,  but 
appears  to  be  generally  neglected  during  the  winter 
inoiitfis.  A ledger,  worked  in  the  deeps,  would,  I 
have  little  doubt,  find  some  decent  specimens. — Red 
Palmer. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire). — The  weather 
has  been  rough  for  angling  since  last  writing  ; still  when 
opportunity  offers  anything  like  a chance  trial  is  made. 
Tnis  is  chiefly  in  trolling.  No  great  success  has  resulted. 
Still  in  the  Spalding  district  a few  pike  have  come  to 
hand  from  the  Glenn,  and  from  some  of  the  drains  about 
Pode  Hole.  In  the  quiet  some  of  the  bottom  fishers 
have  got  among  roach  in  the  latter  locality ; but  the 
aggregate  number  of  these  sportsmen  was  small.  There 
have  been  a few  also  trying  trolling  on  the  Forty-foot, 
and  about  Billingsborough  I hear  they  have  had  sport. 
Mr.  Green  has  been  among  the  successful,  and  has  had 
several  nice  fish.  Some  good  pike  have  lately  been 
taken  from  private  waters  in  the  South  Lincolnshire 
district,  but  unconnected  with  the  fens.  These  are 
chiefly  ornamental  waters  where  only  friends  of  the 
owners  are  allowed  to  fish. — Limpet. 

Granta  (Whittlesford). — Water  medium  height, 
rather  cloudy,  prospecis  favourable. — Whitzer. 

Idle  (North  Notts). — Since  Saturday  the  weather 
has  been  milu  and  promising  in  this  district,  and  a 
number  have  been  again  tempted  to  the  waterside.  The 
river  has  suffered  little  from  the  storms,  and  fi.shing  in 
it  is  said  to  be  as  good  as  at  any  time.  The  water  is 
clear  of  weeds  ; the  scouring  of  the  bed  of  the  river  is 
pretty  well  over  for  the  year,  and  the  fish  are  undisturbed 
by  outside  causes.  Those  who  look  for  pike  go  down 
the  stream,  and  find  fair  sport,  both  in  the  river  and 
some  of  the  drains — By  dyke  and  Haxey,  for  instance. 
Those  who  wish  for  chub,  dace,  &c.,  patronise  the  reach 
Irom  Retford  to  Mattersey  and  up  as  high  as  Eaton, 
above  and  about  which  latter  place  they  come  across 
grayling.  The  success  of  different  anglers  is  difficult  to 
learn,  save  that  some  say  they  are  satisfied. — -L. 

Lea  and  Stort. — But  little  has  been  done  anywhere 
on  these  rivers  of  late.  A few  pike  and  perch,  of  small 
size,  being  the  sum  total  up  to  date.  Roach  do  not 
seem  to  have  been  on  the  feed,  but  if  the  present  open 
weather  continues,  we  may  reasonably  expect  that  they 
will  commence  to  afford  sport  again.  At  Waltham 
Abbey  i hear  some  good  perch  have  been  seen.  Thurs- 
day morning  : I have  just  had  a stroll  by  the  lower 
Waters.  At  the  Ferry  Boat,  Tottenham,  a gentleman 
had  fijlb.  of  good  roach  on  the  26th  ult.  This  is  about 
the  best  take  of  roach  I have  heard  of  lately.  The 
drainage  works  at  Flanders  Weir  length  have  not  been  pro- 
gressing much  in  consequence  of  there  being  too  much 
water  tor  the  operations.  The  water  in  the  barge  canal 
is  in  good  order,  but  in  the  old  river  it  is  getting  low 
and  stale. — Spliced  Joint. 

Lea  ( Ware>. — We  had  a great  many  anglers  to  visit 
us  on  the  2uth  ult.,  but  the  wind  went  back  to  the  N.E. 
after  they  had  arrived  and  quite  spoilt  the  sport, 
although  the  water  looked  in  good  order.  There  were  a 
few  jaca  taken  from  2lb.  to  41b.,  audaroachiOf  11b.  lOoz., 
but  many  gave  up  fishing  and  returned  home  by  an  early 
train.  The  river  is  looking  in  good  order  now,  and  the 
weather  is  quite  mild  and  springlike.  I am  extremely 
sorry  that  .Vir.  Hilton,  who  was  to  have  taken  over  the 
house,  and  who  offered  .£5  to  be  fished  for  in  prizes,  has 
not  been  seen  or  heard  of.  However,  I will  do  all  in  my 
power  to  mike  anglers  welcome. — Bull  Inn. 

Lea  (Ware). — Although  it  was  very  rough  here  on 
the  26th  ult.,  a great  many  anglers  were  out  tor  Christ- 
mas prizes.  The  Tottenham  and  Edmonton  Brothers 
had  some  good  sport.  The  best  fish  taken  was  by  Mr. 
Connelly,  of  the  St.  Luke’s  Brothers,  a roach  weighing 
lio.  14oz.  The  water  is  iu  very  good  condition  now, 
having  had  plenty  ot  rain. — Wood,  The  Victory. 

Leicester. —There  is  not  the  least  sign  of  improve- 
ment in  piscatorial  matters  iu  this  locality,  with  the 
exception  of  a spell  of  mild  weather.  This  is  no  very 
great  advantage,  as  the  stagnant  state  of  the  rivers  and 
Streams  renders  angling  entirely  out  of  the  question  at 
spots  which  used  to  be  favourite  haunts  of  those  who 
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follow  this  class  of  sport.  To  convoy  some  idea  of  how 
matters  stand  hereabouts,  it  may  be  stated  that  the 
three  reservoirs  which  supply  Leicester  have  bee  une 
almost  empty,  and  the  corporation  have  had  to  eke 
out  the  water  supply  by  arranpriii"  for  the  water  puniped 
from  one  of  the  large  collieries  to  be  run  into  one  of  the 
reservoirs,  and  thus  avoid  a water  famine.  Some  little 
sport  has,  however,  been  had.  Down  the  Wreake  Valley 
way  a few  anglers  have  taken  roach  and  pike,  and  a party 
of  Leicester  sportsmen,  consisting  of  Messrs.  W.  H. 
Hai-ris,  P.  Lees,  W.  Lea,  and  W.  Boam,  had  a good  day 
on  Wednesday,  at  some  waters  near  Nuneaton,  belong- 
ing to  a noble  lord.  Pike  were  the  most  sought,  and  in 
a fine  lot  were  specimens  scaling  121b.,  81b.,  71b.,  and  two 
51b.  each.  The  remainder  of  the  basket  was  made  up  of 
roach.  At  the  Leicester  Society’s  stretch  decent  lots 
have  been  landed.  Two  brace  of  pike  and  three  brace  of 
dace,  the  largest  brace  being  lOoz.  each,  were  taken  by 
Mr.  Hobbs  ; throe  brace  of  dace  fell  to  the  share  of  Mr. 
Thompson,  and  131b.  of  roach  to  Mr.  Manship. 

Iiittle  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  now  (Thurs- 
day) in  better  condition  than  it  has  been  for  some  time. 
The  weeds  are  clearing  away  nicely.  Some  London 
visitors,  recently  staying  at  the  Ram  Hotel,  have 
enjoyed  capital  sport  amongst  the  pike  and  roach.  Some 
good  specimens  have  been  taken.  Prospects  very  favour- 
able.— J.  Eolph. 

Lug^  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  — Both  these 
streams  are  still  running  in  good  order  for  angling.  The 
weather  has  been  mild,  and  the  fish  have  been  rising 
better.  Angling  has  been  slow,  but  a few  rods  have 
been  out  and  have  tried  fl.y,  maggot,  and  worms.  Grass- 
hopper fishing  has  been  better,  and  good  sport  shonld 
be  had  if  the  weather  holds  up  fine.  A few  grayling 
taken.  The  Pinsley  is  low  and  clear. — Gwtnne, 

Medway  (Tonbridge)  — River  very  much  coloured, 
but  fining  down ; if  no  more  rains,  will  be  fit  for  pike  by 
Saturday.  Wind  rather  shifty.  No  fishing  been  done. 

— E.  E.  W. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Anglers  during  the  past  week 
have  not  been  very  busy  in  this  neighbourhood.  The 
weather  has  been  very  changeable,  and  the  water  some- 
what too  cloudy  for  pike  fishing,  but  it  is  improving 
rapidly,  and  I think  by  Friday,  if  weather  is  fine,  it  will 
be  in  better  order  than  it  has  been  all  the  season,  in 
which  case  intending  visitors  should  seize  the  oppor- 
tunity of  coming  at  once.  A few  pike  have  been  taken, 
but  nothing  in  size  specially  worth  recording.  A nice 
chub  of  a little  over  41b.  was  taken  on  Saturday  evening 
by  an  angler  « ho  was  angling  with  gentles  for  live  bait. 
Specimen  roach,  I feel  sure,  might  now  be  taken  with 
worms.  THtrasPAT  Evening,  Nov.  30.  Water  not 
clearing  so  fast  as  I anticipated ; am  afraid  it  will  only 
be  in  fair  order  by  Saturday. — B. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— The  water  is  in  prime  order, 
and  weather  very  favourable  for  piking.  During  the 
last  week  I hear  of  sport  being  very  fair,  some  decent 
pike,  a chub  41b.  3oz.,  and  some  good  roach  being  taken. 
The  great  difficulty  is  to  procure  baits,  and  anyone 
visiting  this  locality  should  bring  baits  with  them  to 
save  disappointment,  for  I think  jack  will  feed,  as 
prospects  are  good. — H.  Rout. 

Ouse  (St.  Heots). — The  water  is  still  in  good  condi- 
tion.— N. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury) — The  river  has  been  swollen 
and  considerably  discoloured,  and  these  facts,  together 
with  the  bad  state  of  the  weather  and  bitterly  cold 
winds,  have  rendered  angling  impracticable.  Directly 
the  water  clears,  however,  pike  will  doubtless  move 
freely,  and  the  live  bait  may  be  used  with  advantage. 
The  high  water  should  have  the  beneficial  effect  of  in- 
suring a satisfactory  run  of  autumn  salmon,  as  prior  to 
this  there  has  been  no  flush  to  enable  the  fishto  pass  the 
weirs.  Anglers  in  the  Birmingham  district  are  com- 
plaining that  the  conservators  do  not  manifest  a greater 
interest  in  the  coarse  fishing  in  their  immediate  locality  ; 
but  anglers  in  the  counties  of  Salop  and  Montgomery- 
shire, on  the  other  hand,  have  long  had  to  cry  out 
against  the  superabundance  of  pike,  chub,  and  other 
coarse  fish,  which  in  those  counties  are  doingincalculable 
harm  to  the  salmon  and  tront  fishing.  As  the  greatest 
good  to  the  greatest  number  is  the  question  the  board 
manifestly  hav^e  to  consider,  the  members  of  the  Provin- 
cial Angling  Association  cannot  well  expect  the  Board  to 
protect  coarse  fish  to  the  detriment  of  the  salmon  and 
trout  fishing,  which  interests  the  Board  is  by  Act  of 
Parliament  formed  primarily  to  safeguard. — Piscatob. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanyniy- 
necli). — The  late  frost  broke  up  very  sud  lenly,  and  was 
succeeded  by  mild  weather,  which  caused  all  the  t-pow 
in  this  neighbourhood  and  on  the  Welsh  hills  to  disap- 
pear very  speedily,  but  this  did  not  affect  any  of  our 
rivers  so  much  as  was  expected,  and  they  are  all  now 
quite  free  from  snow  water,  and,  with  a continuance  of 
the  present  fine  weather,  will  very  soon  be  in  good  con- 
dition for  angling. — Vybnwt. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — The  river  was  in  fair  fish- 
ing colour  on  the  2(ith  ult.,  when  the  roach,  though  not 
feeding  ravenously,  were  biting  fairly  well.  No  doubt 
they  would  have  been  feeding  better,  but  it  rained  all 
Saturday  night,  and  the  water  began  to  get  thick.  The 
Stour  has  been  quite  unfishable  since,  but  to-day  (Thurs- 
day) is  again  fining  down,  and,  if  the  weather  does  not 
alter,  will  be  in  grand  condition  on  Dec.  3. — W.  Bain- 
bridge. 

Sussex  Rivers. — Blizzard  is  the  general  cry  from 
anglers  in  accounting  for  poor  sport.  In  several  parts 
the  snow  has  not  yet  fully  departed,  and  the  gradual 
influx  to  the  rivers  keep  fish  off  feed.  As  I w'rite, 
I was  promised  the  result  of  a trip  to  the  Eother,  but  no 
news  is  in  this  case,  I suspect,  a fruitless,  or  fishless, 
journey.  During  the  week  some  small  pike,  perch  up  to 
21b.,  and  roach  of  Jib.  have  been  taken  in  the  Selham 


portion  of  the  water.  Several  anglers  have  tried  the 
Ouse,  but  a basket  of  roach  weighing  !)lb.  for  fourteen 
firtli  is  the  best  take  notified  mo.  A few  chub  nj)  to 2.11b. 
are  recorded,  and  some  small  pike.  The  tidal  waters 
seem  to  have  cleared  the  best  from  the  Adur  in  the 
Steyning  district.  Roach  up  to  14oz.  have  lieen  taken, 
and  in  this  water  there  is  always  a chance  of  flat  fish 
when  worm  fishing.  Chinhester  Canal  has  yielded  a few 
small  pike,  but  in  spinning  more  fish  are  foul  hooked 
than  legitimately  taken.  A carp,  computed  at  lOlb., 
was  recently  hooked  while  spinning,  but  broke  away. 
Several  bream  and  tench  have  also  been  taken  ; in  fact, 
the  basin  is  so  crowded  with  fish,  that  at  almost  every 
oast  something  is  foul  hooked. — George  P.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  has  been  running 
slightly  coloured  owing  to  the  rain  and  snow  ; but  it  is 
now  cleared,  and  is  in  good  order  for  either  fly  or  bottom 
fishing.  The  wea'her  has  been  mild,  and  the  fi  h rise  well 
betw'een  eleven  and  three.  The  flies  used  are  the  Red  Tag, 
Whirling  Blue,  and  Willow.  A few  anglers  have  been  out, 
and  have  tried  the  maggot,  worm,  and  grasshopper,  and 
some  nice  flsh  have  been  landed.  On  Sunday  a large 
heron  was  seen  on  the  river  fishing.  Pike  have  been 
more  on  the  feed.  On  Saturday  below  Ludford  a nice 
dish  of  grayling  were  taken  with  the  Willow  and  Green 
Insect.  In  Castle  Pound  six  grayling  were  caught  with 
the  maggot.  Some  good  dace  were  taken  in  the  water 
near  New  Bridge  on  Tuesday  with  the  maggot.  The 
Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  low  and  clear. 

In  the  Corve  and  Clun  a few  fish  have  been  taken,  but 
sport  generally  quiet. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  I'eme  is  running  in  better 
order  for  angling,  there  being  more  water  in  it  at  present. 
The  weather  has  turned  mild,  and  the  fish  movd  better. 

A few  rods  have  been  out,  but  sport  has  been  quiet. 
The  prospect  for  angling  is  good.  Maggot  and  grass- 
hopper should  be  good.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche 
are  all  low. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — Early  in  the  week  the  Trent  in 
the  Newark  district  rose  about  two  feet,  and  the  water 
at  the  present  time  contains  a charge  of  colour  which 
will  be  specially  welcomed  by  the  worm  fishermen, 
though  detrimental  to  the  pikeists.  From  Thursday  to 
Saturday  some  capital  chub  were  taken,  chiefly  from 
the  Muskham  water.  Messrs,  F.  C.  Lees,  A.  Lees,  and 
W.  Baguley,  sen., 1 showing  good  specimens  at  the  club- 
room,  ranging  from  21b.  to  31b.  each.  Several  pike 
were  secured  from  the  Devon,  Mr.  Swann,  amongst 
others,  bagging  one  over  Clb.,  and  from  the  Ballast  pit, 
at  Balderton,  Messrs.  Myring  and  Mountney  took  seven 
with  live  bait.  Roach  fishing  still  rem  lins  unsatisfac- 
tory, but  the  change  of  water  should  bring  them  on  with 
cockspur  worms. — Tbentsider. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon). — Owing,  no  doubt,  to  the 
flush  of  water  from  the  recent  rains  the  jack  are  now 
feeding  well,  as  the  inclosed  list  will  show.  The  follow- 
ing fish  were  weighed-in  here  on  the  26th  ult.  : Messrs. 
Harrison,  one  jack.  4|lb.  : Cameron,  one,  31b. ; Thurston, 
three,  10|lb.  ; Wing,  two,  12ilb.  ; Aldridge,  four,  12lb.  ; 
Stannard,  one,  41b. ; Hoodless,  one,  3Jlb.  ; Biudon,  one, 
3Hb.;  Palmer,  one,  31b.;  Preston,  two,  81b.;  Brown, 
one,  31b  ; Frost,  two,  91b,  ; Plumpton,  one,  31b.  ; 
Schultz,  one,  51b. — J.  Warner. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincoln).— Reports  from  the 
lower  district  mention  that  the  swelled  river  after  the 
storm  soon  went  down,  and  that  sport  was  not  delayed 
to  any  great  extent.  Visitors  kept  at  home  largely  last 
week,  but  this  week  I hear  a good  number  have  put  in 
appearance.  The  sport  is  now  chiefiy  trolling,  and  when 
things  are  favourable  they'  do  well.  Some  say  so  far  it 
has  been  the  best  season  for  pike  they  have  seen  for 
some  years.  If  one  can  believe  what  is  said,  certainly 
the  heaviest  baskets  I have  heard  of  for  some  time  have 
been  made  ; but  one  never  knows.  On  the  upper  waters 
things  are  quiet,  except  perhaps  just  about  Lincoln. 
Some  of  the  city  friends  have  tried  Brayford,  and  others 
have  gone  up  to  Bracebridge,  &c. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Dertayskire).— The  heavy  ram 
w'hicli  fell  at  the  end  of  lasi  week  put  a lot  of  colour 
into  both  streams,  and  completely  spoiled  all  chances  of 
sport  with  the  fly.  The  bottom  fishermen,  too,  have  had 
a bad  time  of  it,  sport  being  almost  nil.  The  Derwent 
has  run  down  nicely,  and  is  a good  colour  f m swimming 
the  worm,  and  if  we  get  no  further  downfall,  fair  -port 
ought  to  be  had  during  the  next  few  days.— Dotterel. 

Yare  (Norwich).— Since  the  terrible  stormy  weaiber 
which  was  experienced  the  earlier  part  of  last  week  has 
subsided,  the  waters  have  again  become  fishable,  and 
last  Thursday  or  Friday  a handsome  pike  of  about  211b. 
was  shown  in  Norwich.  I believe  it  was  caught  in  the 
vicinity  of  Wroxham  Broad  (on  the  Bure),  and  several 
catches  of  small  jack  are  reported  from  both  the  Bure 
and  Yare.  On  Sunday  three  fish,  of  from  3.jlb.  to  51b., 
and  on  Monday  three  more  of  similar  weights,  were 
caught  by  two  friends,  but  nothing  of  any  remarkable 
or  noticeable  size  has  been  reported.  A trout  was 
caueht  of  21b.  9oz.  in  the  Norwich  river,  and  exhibited 
by  Mr.  T.  B.  Gunn.  Should  the  weather  continue  fair 
and  open  we  may  expect  to  hear  of  go  )d  jack  fishing, 
both  training  and  snap  fishing  — Robeet  Moll. 

SBA  FISHING. 

Deal. — Nothing  to  note  for  this  week.  Very  rough 
weather,  now  improving,  and  if  it  holds  fine  members 
will  have  fine  sport,  as  several  good  cod  have  been 
caught  on  the  long  lines. 

Great  Yarmouth. — Fishing  on  Y'armouth  Pier  on 
Friday,  one  fish,  lOJlb.,  taken  by  Mr.  Sanderson  ; 
Saturday,  three  fish,  81b.,  111b.,  61b.  ; Monday,  plenty 
of  smaller  fit-h.  I took  forty  fish,  scaling  30. b.,  during 
five  hours  ; on  Tuesday  I found  one  fish,  71b. ; I also 
had  fifteen  fish,  about  121b.  ; Mr.  Walkden  eighteen. 


about  151b. ; Mr.  Woods,  twenty  fish,  about  181b. ; from 
till  11  pm.  I had  ton  more;  also  Mr.  Stuart, 
ten  fish,  121b.,  and  there  were  a good  many  more  fisher- 
men who  had  from  two  to  eight  fish  during  the  evening, 
and  the  fish  seem  to  feed  better  early  in  the  morning  or 
after  dark.  To-day  (Wednesday)  I have  just  received 
information  of  one  fish  of  81b.  being  taken.  The  bait 
used  is  luew.irm. — H.  Salinger. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — The  weather  has  been 
favourable,  and  sport  good.  On  Thursday  four  anglers, 
out  in  the  small  bay,  took  150  whiting  and  L55  bream  ; 
and  a party  of  six  anglers,  fishing  between  Ballin- 
skelligs  Island  and  the  Hog  Head,  had  135  whiting  and 
201  bream  on  the  same  day.  Pollack  anglers 
continue  to  meet  with  much  success  along  the  southern 
shore  of  the  bay,  the  white  rubber  eel  being  the  best 
killer  during  the  week. — Thos.  J.  Denneht. 

Whitby. — The  recent  storm  has  not  been  favourable 
to  the  prosecution  of  sea  angling  in  the  river.  The 
North  Sea  has,  however,  swept  in  large  quantities  of 
billet,  codling,  and  flat  fish,  and  the  few  anglers  who 
have  ventured  out  have  had  some  good  sport.  The 
other  day  a fisher  caught  a salmon  with,  I think,  mussel 
as  bait.  It  was  a huge  black,  unhealthy  looking  thing 
that  ought  to  have  been  long  ago  in  the  beds  far  up  iu 
fresh  water. — J.  J.  J. 

SCJTCH  REPORTS. 

Dee,  Don  (Aberdeenshire). — The  rivers  have  been 
more  or  less  iu  high  flood  during  the  week,  which  has 
been  of  a very  stormy  character.  All  over  the  Grampians 
and  the  middle  and  north  of  Scotland  generally  a vast 
quantity  of  snow  ha-i  fallen,  which,  together  with  the 
incessant  gales,  has  filled  up  the  corries,  and  laid  the 
foundation  for  good  round  waters  all  through  the  spring. 
There  has  been  a decided  scarcity  of  spawners  since  the 
close  of  the  season.  Those  who  are  constantly  on  or 
about  the  river  say  they  have  seldom  seen  so  few  fish 
moving,  whatever  may  be  the  cause.  As  yet  the  season 
cannot  be  pronounced  to  have  been  a prolific  or  very 
favourable  one  for  spawning.  — Deesider. 

Deveron  (Banffshire.) — This  river  has  been  inhigh 
flood  for  some  time  owing  to  the  recent  heavy  rainfall 
and  unsettled  state  of  the  weather.  The  terrific  gale, 
which  was  from  the  north,  uprooted  many  trees  on  the 
banks,  esp  cially  in  the  lower  part  of  the  river.  The 
h avy  volume  of  water  carried  down  a large  quantity  of 
debris  to  tne  sea.  No  doubt  fish  that  were  early  on  the 
beds  have  been  interrupted.  On  most  sections  of  the 
river  spawning  commenced  some  time  ago,  and  we  hear 
that  fish  are  fairly  plentiful,  a good  few  being  of  large 
size.  The  heavy  sea  that  prevailed  during  the  storm 
swept  over  the  bar  so  that  the  sea  and  the  river  met. 
The  tides  were  stream  and  exceedingly  high.  A large 
amount  of  damage  has  been  done.  At  the  mouth  of  the 
river  a fine  specimen  of  the  sunfish  was  washed  in  at 
the  bar ; it  was  of  very  large  size  and  weight. — H.  W. 

Helmsdale. — Possibly  not  for  many  years,  even  at 
this  season  of  the  year,  have  we  had  such  changeful 
weather.  Gale  after  gale,  and  usually  accompanied  with 
torrents  of  rain,  and,  if  not  rain,  snow.  During  the  actual 
season  since  autumn  it  has  been  the  same  thing,  and, 
since,  the  river  has  never  reached  the  lower  level  one 
would  desire  to  see  for  spawning  operations.  There  is 
then  the  fear,  and  well  grounded  too,  that  later  on 
this  will  be  felt,  not  only  on  this  water,  but  on  many 
others  in  Scotland,  for,  as  a rule,  the  weather  changes 
apply  all  over  the  north. — S.  C. 

Tweed  and  Teviot. — Thursday  of  the  present  week 
saw  tne  conclusion  of  the  salmon  rod  angling  on  the 
Tweed  and  its  tributaries  for  the  present  season,  and 
with  its  close  has  terminated  one  of  the  most — if  not 
actually  the  worst— miseraole  failures  it  has  been  my 
lotto  chronicle  for  a good  many  years  back.  From  the 
opening  of  the  season  in  February,  and  during  all  the 
spring,  fishing  was  bad,  and  the  captures  reported 
meagre.  As  time  wore  on  matters  did  not  improve,  a 
long” and  exceptionally  dry  summer  and  autumn  played 
the  very  deuce  with  angling  prospects,  and  now  the 
season  has  closed  in  a manner  quite  in  keeping  with  its 
whole  course.  Waltouims  as  a rule  are  p itieut  beings, 
and  this  virtue  has  certainly  been  taxed  to  the  utmost 
during  the  past  season,  as  fortune  has  never  once  smiled 
upon  them  in  the  fashion  that  was  anticipated  at  some 
part  of  the  season.  Salmon  and  grdse  h ive  been  exceed- 
ingly scarce  all  the  year  round  in  both  rivers,  and  to 
what  cause  this  is  to  Oe  attriouted  is  a mystery  that  will 
lilt  be  easily  solved.  The  rem  .rkably  dry  season  we 
experienced  may  in  a great  measure  have  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  it,  as  we  have  not  had  a flood  of 
more  than  4ft.,  althouga  we  have  had  many  small  ones, 
since  this  time  last  year.  On  all  the  fishing  the  report 
is  to  the  same  effect,  “ bad,  and  takes  dreadfully  small 
all  the  season.”  At  Kelso  Bridge  already  spawning 
pairs  of  fi-h  are  to  be  seen.  The  closing  day  of  the 
season  was  not  one  vvhit  better  than  any  preceding  it 
for  captures,  although  the  weather  was  all  that  could 
be  desired  for  the  prosecution  of  the  sport.  I hope  in 
a short  time  to  be  able  to  give  your  readers  my  usual 
article  on  the  late  season,  giving  the  total  statistics 
where  they  are  obtainable  and  guaranteed. — Max- 
WHKEL.  


All  is  not  Gold  that  Glitters  may  be  said  about  many 
brilliant  prospectuses  that  are  frequently  issued  to  Ilnai.ciers; 
they  often  herald  the  formation  ot  companies  which  go  up  like 
the  proverbial  rocket  and  come  down  like  a stick.  Holloway’s 
I’ills  and  Oin  merit,  undke  such  shaky  ventures,  are  the  souudest 
investments  in  winch  peo,  le  suffering  from  disease  can  entrust 
their  money.  They  liave  the  reputation  of  over  half  a century, 
and  eve. y day  they  return  substantial  dividends  iu  the  form  of 
good  lieal  it. ' No  disease  has  yet  disputen  tlteir  iniluenca  wlien  a 
fair  trial  has  been  given.  They  cure  dysemery,  diarrhoea,  weak- 
ness, and  liver  and'kidney  diseases,  whilst  for  skin  disease.s  they 
have  no  equal.  Sold  by  all  chemists,  &c. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


456 


THAMES  ANGLING  PEESEEVATION  SOCIETY. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  of  this  society 
was  held  on  Tuesday  evening  last  at  12,  Eegent-street, 
Pall  Mall.  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  J.P.,  occupied  the  chair, 
and  there  were  present : Dr.  Coates,  Dr.  Startin,  Messrs. 
M.  Davenport,  C C.,  Thomas  Crumplen,  W.  H.  Jackson, 
C.  H.  Woodhall,  George  Newson.  Arthur  Price,  W.  F. 
Grimmett,  George  Evans.  W.  E.  Lawes,  and  W.  H. 
Brougham  (secretaryK  The  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  were  x-ead  over  and  conhrmed.  The  monthly 
financial  statement  showed  there  was  a favoui-able 
balance  at  the  bankei’S.  Two  small  accounts,  for 
keepers’  expenses  and  the  rent  of  the  Sunbui'y  pond,  were 
ordered  to  be  paid.  A report  was  read  from  Geoi-ge 
Eosewell  of  one  of  the  anglers  being  found  by  him  ixsing 
three  rods  and  in  the  ixossession  of  a few  small 
fish.  The  offender  had  been  writteix  to  by  the  secre- 
tary, and  in  reply  expi'essed  his  regret  at  having 
done  wrong,  and  promised  not  to  violate  the  law 
again.  This  was  considered  satisfactory,  and  Eose- 
well was  commended  for  the  action  he  had  taken. 
The  secretary  reported  the  result  of  an  interview  at  the 
Conservancy  House  relative  to  the  appointment  of  some 
of  the  fishermen  as  assistant  river  keepers  under  the 
new  bye-laws,  giving  them  the  privilege  of  using  the 
bait  net,  which  resulted  that  those  men  would  be 
attached  to  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society, 
and  under  its  control  in  all  matters  coixnected  with  the 
work  of  protection  and  preservation,  and  any  complaints 
against  them  in  this  respect  would,  on  being  reported  to 
the  Conservators,  render  them  liable  to  their  deputation 
being  cancelled.  The  report  was  altogether  considered 
naost  satisfactory.  It  was  afterwards  reported,  in 
addition  to  those  keepers  I’egularly  attached  as  such  to 
the  society  by  their  old  deputations,  which  have  been 
superseded  by  the  issue  of  new  ones,  the  following 
fishermen  have  received  deputations  through  the  society 
from  the  Conservators,  and  attached  to  it  : — John 
Johnson,  Kingston  ; Thomas  Sti'oud  and  Edward  Clarke, 
jxxn.,  Snnbury ; Eiohard  Whatford,  Walton  ; George 
Eosewell,  Shepperton ; and  John  Poulter,  Chertsey  ; 
and  that  applications  supported  by  the  society  were 
before  the  Conservators  for  Chailes  Hone,  of  Staines, 
and  Edward  Clarke,  sen.,  Sunbury.  In  the  opinion  of 
the  committee  it  was  thought  sufficient  fishermen  had 
now  been  appoiixted  to  hold  such  deputations.  It  was 
ari'anged  that  the  usual  Christmas  entertainment  to  the 
river  keepers  should  take  place  this  time  at  the  Star 
and  Garter  Hotel,  Kew  Bridge,  as  Mr.  Bennett,  the 
proprietor,  was  a subscriber  and  donor  to  the  society, 
and  it  was  considered  desirable  to  give  each  hotel  sub- 
scriber in  rotation  the  providing  of  these  entertain- 
ments. The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  write  officially 
to  the  Conservators  suggesting  the  desirability  of  the 
opinion  of  the  committee  being  given  as  to  those  men 
who  were  entitled  to  hold  licences  as  fishermen,  as  it 
was  thought  there  were  at  the  present  time  some 
holding  them  without  any  qualification  for  the 
positioii.  Mr.  AV.  E.  Lawes  reported  from  the 
Anglers’  Association  the  question  as  to  the  roach 
at  Stevenson’s  Dock,  Battersea,  and  the  Secretai’y  was 
requested  to  write  to  the  Conservancy  head  river  keeper, 
Mx\  G.  J.  Eough,  who  had  charge  of  that  portion  of  the 
river,  and  ascertain  what  could  be  done  to  remedy  the 
complaint.  Mr.  W.  H.  Jackson  stated  that,  in  his  con- 
nection with  the  Local  Board  of  Brentford  as  a member 
thereof,  and  holding  a deputation  from  the  T.A.P.S.,  he 
had  taken  action  in  respect  to  the  condition  of  the  Brent, 
and  had  not  forgotten  that  of  the  Thames  in  that  neigh- 
boui’hood,  which  was  considered  satisfactoi’y  by  the 
committee.  The  chairman  reported  he  had  received 
through  Mr.  Cruixxplen  the  sum  of  twelve  guineas,  as 
voted  by  the  Preservation  Fund  Committee,  and  a vote 
of  thanks  was  accorded  to  them  and  also  to  Mr. 
Crumplen.  It  was  arranged  there  should  be  no  meeting 
in  December,  as  it  would  have  to  take  place  during  the 
Christuias  holidays.  The  usual  thanks  were  given  to 
the  chairman  in  presiding  over  so  large  and  important  a 
meeting. 


The  EarloeCromartie,  second  son  of  the  third  Duke 
of  Sutherland,  was  buried  on  Wednesday  in  Trentham 
churchyard.  Many  relatives  and  friends  followed  the 
coffin  to  the  graveside,  which  was  literally  strewn  with 
wreaths,  among  them  being  one  from  H.E.H.  the  Prince 
of  Wales. 

Mr.  Ghurnet,  secretary  of  the  Anglers’  Association, 
has  forwarded  us  the  following  old  newspaper  cutting  : 
“ A Monster  Perch.— The  largest  perch  ever  heard  of, 
the  monai'ch  of  its  kind,  a rarer  fish  than  was  ever 
dreamt  of  by  the  most  ardent  angler,  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  W.  Eeynolds,  of  the  Cross  Guns, 
King’s  Heath,  near  Birmingham.  The  weight  of  this 
monster  perch  when  originally  caught,  was  lOjlb.,  its 
length  2 /in.,  and  its  girth  18in.  This  magnificent 
specimen  of  the  perch  tribe  was  caught  by  fair  angling 
as  far  back  as  ten  years  since  in  Bursem  Broad,  Norfolk, 
by  Jacob  Astley,  a coachman  in  the  service  of  Lord 
Hastings.  It  came  into  the  hands  of  an  amateur 
taxidermist,  named  Hewlett,  at  Newmarket,  who,  not 
knowing  its  rarity,  preserved  the  skin  in  a very  rude 
fashion.  Jhis  year  Mr.  Eeynolds  obtained  possession 
of  the  skin,  and  has  had  it  properly  mounted  by  Cooper, 
of  Londoii.  Doubts  have  been  expressed  as  to  whether 
this  fish  is  a true  perch,  but  there  can  be  no  question 
whatever  about  it,  the  dark  red  bands  on  the  dried  skin, 
before  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  naturalist,  and 
even  after  the  lapse  of  ten  years,  being  as  distinct  as 
possible.  It  has  been  viewed  by  some  of  the  best 
anglers  in  the  Midlands,  and  they  unhesitatingly  pro- 
nounce it  to  be  a fresh  water,  and  not  a sea  perch.” 


Eepatts  from  Clubs 


JVe  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Tliurs- 
day  IVIornin^.  Thursday  night's  chibs  or  meetings  by 
&rst  post  on  Friday  morning.  Address"  Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,” 
marked  “Clhb  Eeroet  ” outside  envelope. 


Anglers’  Association. — The  monthly  meeting  of 
the  general  committee  will  take  place  on  Monday 
evening  next,  Dec.  4,  at  8.30. — E.  Ghurnet. 

Anglers’  Association  (Southern  District) 
Visiting  List. — A return  visit  on  the  above  list  will 
take  place  on  Tuesday  next,  Dec.  5,  at  the  Blackfriars 
A.S.,  Winchester  Arms,  Southwartstreet,  S.E.  As 
this  society  is  alw'ays  represented  at  every  visit,  I hope 
brother  anglers  will  rally  round  and  give  them  a bumper, 
which  they  rightly  deserve. — G.  W.  Armstrong,  Dis- 
trict Officer. 

Anglers’ Association  (Western  District)  Visit- 
ing List. — A most  successful  visit  was  paid  to  the 
Allason  United  Brothers  on  Nov.  23,  and  on  the  roll 
being  called  fourteen  clubs  were  well  represented.  On 
opening  the  A.B.S.  box  it  was  found  to  coxitain  10s.  9d. 
The  next  visit  will  take  place  on  Dec.  11,  at  the 
Bostonian  A.S.,  Dalby  Tavern,  Prince  of  Wales-road, 
Kentish  Town.  This  being  our  late  district  officer’s 
society,  I trust  brother  anglers  will  give  him  a bumper, 
and  I know  that  we  shall  all  receive  a very  hearty  wel- 
come.— J.  Harris. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society. — Since  my  last 
report  I beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt  of 
£1  Is.  from  T.  Crumplen  (Old  Izaak),  life  membership  ; 
13s.  from  the  donation  box  of  the.Park  Angling  Society  ; 
and  10s.  collected  at  the  S.  L.  U.  visit  to  the  Second 
Suri-ey  Angling  Society.  The  next  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee will  take  place  on  Friday  evening,  Dec.  8,  at 
8.30.  At  the  committee  meeting  on  Friday  evening, 
Nov.  24,  ,£10  was  gi-anted  to  members  on  application, 
making  a total  of  ,£135  Is.,  and  eight  one-guinea  tickets 
for  the  Convalescent  Home,  since  May  1 last.— E. 
Ghurnet. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Cowley  Arms,  Nor- 
mandy-place,  Brixton,  S.W.  (president,  AlbertChevalier). 
— On  the  19th  ult.  Messrs.  Holbrow  and  Davies  had 
roach  and  dace.  As  the  two  prizes  were  not  taken  on 
the  2Gth  ult.  they  will  be  fished  for  again  on  Dec.  3 (go 
where  you  please),  and  members  can  go  away  on  Satur- 
day. 1 beg  to  announce  that  Wednesday  next  will  be 
quartei-ly  night,  when  I hope  members  in  arrears  will 
clear  the  books.  We  made  another  new  working  member 
(Mr.  G.  Cooper)  at  our  last  meeting,  and  are  still  open 
to  receive  a few  more.  Particulars  to  be  obtained  of 
W.  H.  Brtant. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 

The  Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate. 
— The  annual  visit  of  the  above  society  on  tlxe  Westeim 
District  List  of  the  Anglers’  Association,  took  place  on 
the  23rd  ult.,  and  a most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. 
The  chair  was  ably  filled  by  Mr.  Borne,  faced  by  Mr. 
White.  Fourteen  clubs  answered  the  roll  call.  On  the 
Anglers’  Benevolent  box  being  opened  it  was  found  to 
contain  10s.  9d.  Some  excellent  songs  were  sung.  Mr. 
W.  Smith  recited  “ Kissing  Cup’s  Eace,”  and  harmony 
continued  till  the  usual  time.  The  next  visit  goes  to  the 
Bostonians,  when  I hope  they  will  have  a bumper.  On 
the  29th  ult.  several  members  reported  having  been  to 
various  waters,  and  Mr.  Bridge  was  fortunate  in  securing 
a prize  in  the  Langley  and  Slough  competition.  Mr. 
Wood  weighed-in  a splendid  take  of  roacli  and  dace  on 
the  29th  ult.,  from  the  Thames.  A special  is  called  for 
Wednesday  next,  and  evei’y  member  must  be  present  to 
decide  where  our  Christmas  match  for  a large  number  of 
useful  prizes  is  to  take  place,  ami  conditions.  Members 
please  be  at  the  clubhouse  at  8.4.5  p.m.  The  outing  is 
fixed  to  take  place  on  Dec.  17. — B.  Abrahams. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square,  E.C. — On  the  2(ith  ult.  we  had 
a fine  show  of  roach  and  dace  by  Messrs.  Harding, 
Haynes,  and  Hutchins.  On  Wednesday  we  had  a good 
meeting,  and  confirmed  the  minutes  respecting  the 
Christmas  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  Dec.  3,  from 
Twickenham  to  Teddington.  Train  from  Broad-street 
8.45,  or  intermediate  stations. — F.  G.  Hutchins. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-sti-eet,  Battersea. — On  the  2Gth  ult. 
we  fished  a match  at  Twickenham  (punt),  when  the  pi-izes 
were  won  by  the  following  ; Mr.  Lovett  first,  Mr.  G. 
Bailey  second,  Mr.  G.  Eich  thii-d.  On  Dec.  3 we  fish  a 
match  at  Windsor,  Married  v.  Single  ; tow-path  only, 
fi’om  Eton  Bridge  to  the  White  Lodge  ; one  rod  only  to 
be  used,  and  I hope  to  see  all  those  whose  names  are 
down. — J.  Eich. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 

Sun,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — On  the  2Gth 
ult.  several  of  our  members  were  out  in  spite  of  the 
weather,  a very  nice  show  of  fish  being  the  result,  con- 
tributed by  the  following  members : Mr.  Tomkins 

having  a very  nice  show  of  roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  Nunn, 
sen.,  with  a good  show  of  roach  ; Mr.  Hake,  a nice  show 
of  roach  ; and  Mr.  Hill,  roach  and  jack. — E.  E.  Emble- 
ton. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road. — On  the  2Gth  ult.  ten  members 
fished  for  the  cup,  but  no  one  scored  a win.  However, 
it  was  a good  start  for  Preservation  to  obtain  lOs.  for 
the  first  outing.  Mr.  H.  Palmer  weighed-in  a handsome 
i-oach,  21b.  loz.  from  the  Centrals  water  at  Amberley. 
The  date  of  our  South  London  visit  will  shortly  be 
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fixed.  Our  outing  for  Christmas  prizes  was  arranged  for  || 
Dec.  17,  and  a special  meeting  will  take  place  on  Wed- 
nesday next  to  arrange  final  details  ; both  honoi'ary  and, 
active  members  are  invited  to  be  present.  Four  new 
members  were  nominated,  the  election  to  take  place  at 
our  next  meeting. — D.  Davis. 

Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society,  Princess  of 
Wales,  South-street,  Walworth. — Several  members  were 
out  on  the  26th  ult.,  but  only  one  weighed-in,  namely, 
Mr.  Bees,  with  jack.  We  fish  for  monthly  prizes  at 
Sunbury  on  Dec.  3.  I wish  to  remind  members  that  we 
fish  for  Christmas  prizes  at  Sunbury  Lock  cutting  only 
on  Dec.  17,  when  I hope  to  see  a good  muster.  Mr. 
Liickey  was  proposed  a member  of  this  society. — F. 
Harman. 

Battersea  and  Barlsfield  United  Anglers’” 
Visiting  List,  The  Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  S.W. — 
The  next  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take  place  to  the 
Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  about  one  minutes’  walk  from  Clapham. 
Junction  station,  on  Monday  next,  Dec,  4,  when  all 
clubs  on  the  list  are  requested  to  attend  in  full  force  in 
order  to  make  a success.  Brother  anglers  are  also  cor- 
dially invited. — A.  Trowbridge. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Hotel,  Queen’s-road,  Battersea. — The  members  of  this 
club  will  fish  a match  for  three  prizes  on  Dec.  3,  at 
Twickenham,  between  Glover’s  Island  and  Teddington 
lock;  tow-path  only;  train  8.13  from  Clapham  Junc- 
tion, cease  fishing  at  4 o’clock.  Members  are  requested, 
to  muster  at  the  Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  the 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  on  Monday  next,  Dec.  4,  at 
9 o’clock.  On  the  26th  ult.,  Mr.  Hersant  weighed-in  ■ 
jack  from  the  Wey ; Mr.  W.  Hines,  bream  and  roach, 
from  the  Arun,  one  of  the  latter  over  11b.  The  Christ- 
mas prizes  will  be  fished  on  Deo.  17.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday  to  fix  place. — Geo. 
Mumford. 

Battersea  United  Piscatorials,  Lord  Eanelagh, 
Verona-street. — On  the  26th  xxlt.  we  fished  a punt  com- 
petition at  Staines,  with  the  following  result : First, 
Mr.  E.  Wilson,  61b.  4|oz.  ; second,  Mr.  Mackrell, 
41b.  |oz.  ; third,  Mr.  Ellis,  21b.  6oz.  Mr.  Baddeley  also 
had  fish.  On  29th  ult.  Mr.  E.  Wilson  had  a nice  take  of 
chub,  161b.  lloz,  Members  are  requested  to  show  up  at 
the  Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society  on  Monday  next, 
Dec.  4,  in  full  force. — A.  'Trowbridge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street. — The  members  of  the 
above  society  fished  a competition  for  their  November 
seiies  of  prizes,  at  Amberley,  on  the  26th  ult.,  with  a 
very  fair  result  for  time  of  year,  and  considering  the 
water  rented  by  the  Central  Association  was  barred.  H. 
Patman,  51b.  14oz.  good  roach,  first ; W.  Taylor,  5jlb. 
bream  (one  fish  31b.  6|oz.),  second  ; J.  Smith,  41b.  14oz., 
third  ; and  G.  Payne,  fourth. — A.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street. — Several  of  our  members  competed 
for  prizes  at  Eeading  on  the  26th  ult  , but,  owing  to  the 
state  of  the  water,  none  were  taken.  The  prizes,  how- 
ever, will  be  fished  for  at  our  next  match.  Will  gentle- 
men kindly  come  up  next  week  and  arrange  where  we 
shall  fish  for  our  Christmas  prizes  ? The  next  visit  on  the 
Anglers’  Association  List  will  be  paid  to  this  club  on 
Tuesday  next,  Dec.  5,  when  I hope  to  see  a good  muster. 
There  is  now  on  view  at  this  clubhouse  the  most  mag- 
nificent case  of  preserved  trout  ever  set  up  in  this  or  any 
other  country.  This  case  of  fish  took  the  first  prize  at 
the  Fisheries  Exhibition.  It  contains  twenty-one  fish, 
ranging  from  161b.  downwards.  It  also  has  a beautiful 
oil-painted  background  of  Old  Teddington  Weir,  and  the 
preserving  of  it  cost  fifty  guineas.  It  can  be  seen  at 
any  time  in  the  dining-room  of  this  club,  the  Winchester 
Arms,  Southwark-street,  Blackfriars  (host,  J.  E. 
Willson).  Oar  meeting  nights  are  Wednesday  and 
Sunday,  on  which  occasions  we  are  glad  to  welcome 
brothers  of  the  rod. — J.  Foster. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society.  — 

On  the  26th  ult.  some  of  our  members  were  out,  but 
did  not  do  any  good.  On  Wednesday  last  Mr.  Pailes 
had  a nice  show  of  roach  to  weigh,  perch  and  dace, 
heaviest  roach  lib.  3joz.,  heaviest  dace  5|oz.  The 
Christmas  outing  will  take  place  at  Windsor,  from 
Windsor  Bridge  to  Surley  Hall,  tow-path  side  only,  on 
Dec.  10  ; two  rods  allowed ; cease  fishing  at  4.30. — 

T.  Brown. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.— Our  return  visit  is 
announced  for  Monday,  Dec.  11,  when  we  shall  be  pleased 
to  see  angling  friends,  Dalby  Tavern,  Dalby-street, 
Kentish  Town,  close  in  rear  of  N.L.  railway  station, 
Kentish  Town.  On  the  26th  ult.  Mr.  Eome  (our  host) 
had  a good  take  of  roach  and  dace  (221b.  4joz.) ; Messrs. 
Jennings  and  Halsell  some  good  roach,  and  J.  Hoare, 
chub.  We  have  an  outing  on  Dec.  11,  at  Shiplake,  for 
Christmas  prizes.  Shall  be  pleased  to  see  members 
about  same. — J.  H. 

Brothers  Well  Met  Angling  Society,  King 
Edward  VI.,  King  Edward-street,  Liverpool-road. — On 
the  26th  ult.  we  had  a very  good  show  of  fish  : Mr.  Bass, 
roach,  and  a jack  of  41b.  12oz.  ; Mr.  Elderton,  roach  ; 
and  Mr.  Ferris,  roach  and  chub  (the  two  first  named 
also  winning  our  two  gross  weight  prizes  for  November). 

To  all  absent  members  : Don’t  forget  the  Christmas 
prizes. — H.  Tame. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley. — On  the  26th  ult.  Mr.  B.  Bissell  saved 
the  club  from  a blank  with  a nice  show  of  roach.  Several 
of  our  members  out,  but  they  did  not  succeed  in  getting 
fish.  We  fish  for  Christmas  prizes  on  Dec.  3 (limited 
water) — Lea,  Stort,  and  Chelmer,  roving,  one  rod  only, 
all  sizeable  fish  to  weigh. — J.  Watkins. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E.  — Several 
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of  our  mombers  were  out  on  the  2fith  ult. , but  mot  with 
very  poor  sport ; Mr.  T.  Stone  saving  us  from  .a  blank, 
he  weisfhinif  in  a iaok.  lib.  Ofoz. — O.  .Tones. 

Central  Association. — The  usual  monthly  deleffate 
meetiufr  will  take  place  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  on  Monday  next,  Ithinst., 
at  0 p.ni.  fliaro. 

City  of  Iiondon  and  Rising  Sun  Angling 
Society. — Our  return  visit  took  place  on  Monday 
evening.  It  was  a very  poor  affair;  very  far  Horn  a 
success.  Mr.  W.  Stretch  ably  filled  the  chair.  Mr. 
Musgrave  was  the  pianist.  The  following  eleven 
societies  were  represented,  viz.  : Convivial,  Crown  and 
Buckland,  Amicable  Waltonians,  Eustonian,  North 
London,  St.  John’s,  Bloomsbury  Brothers,  City  of 
London  and  Rising  Sun,  Independent  Brothers,  Bos- 
tonians, and  .Junior  Flyfishers.  I am  reciuested  by  the 
club  to  thank  those  gentlemen  who  attended  (some  of 
them  from  distant  clubs).  The  benefit  for  the  widow 
of  our  late  respected  member,  Mr.  T.  Comley,  will  be  on 
Monday  next,  Dec.  4,  at  the  clubhouse,  the  George, 
Brooke-street,  Holborn  Bars. — Cas. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S W. — 
On  Nov.  23  our  half-yearly  supper  and  distribution  of 
prizes  took  place  at  the  clubhouse.  Mr.  A.  Bowater 
took  the  chair,  and  Mr.  E.  Barber  vice-chair.  Our 
worthy  host,  Mr.  Geo.  Edwards,  put  a most  substantial 
supper  on  the  table.  During  the  evening  the  chairman 
presented  the  prizes  won  by  the  successful  competitors, 
Messrs.  John  Willgoss,  1st : H.  Moore,  2nd  ; A.  Bowater, 
3rd  ; A.  Turner,  4th  ; R.  Chapman,  .5th,  &c.  Mr.  J.  H. 
Remington,  after  reading  the  balance-sheet,  expressed 
his  pleasure  at  being  able  to  report  the  club  as  in  a 
prosperous  financial  condition.  A number  of  prizes  were 
then  offered  for  a Christmas  outing.  Harmony  was  most 
agreeably  interspersed,  among  those  contributing  being 
Messrs.  Briggs,  Barber,  Bowater,  Cooper,  Marchant, 
Wright.  Mr.  Wm.  Montague  was  cordially  thanked  for 
his  services  at  the  piano.  On  the  2Gth  ult.  the  following 
members  weighed-in  fish  : Messrs.  H.  Moore,  Bowater, 
and  G.  T.  Jameson.  As  the  next  visit  on  the  Battersea 
and  Earlsfield  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List  takes  place 
to  this  society  on  Monday,  Dec.  4,1  hope  we  shall  have 
a bumper.  All  brother  anglers  will  be  made  heartily 
welcome. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United. — The  next 
visit  on  this  list  will  be  to  the  Funny  Folks  Angling 
Society,  Rose  and  Crown,  Goswell-road,  on  Monday 
next,  Dec.  4.  They  deserve  a good  meeting. — Cas. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club.  Kensal- 
road,  W. — The  match  takes  place  on  Dec.  3,  at  Rich- 
mond ; roving  from  Messum’s  Boat  House  to  Teddington 
Lock,  tow-path  side  only.  To  go  by  the  8.48  from  West- 
bourne  Park,  or  any  subsequent  train.  Register  fish  at 
Jolly  Anglers  ; two  rods  ; all  fish  to  weigh.  Register 
fish  not  later  than  5 30  p m. — A.  Smith. 

Copenhagen  Angling  Society,  Copenhagen, 
York-road,  N.^A  smoking  concert  will  take  place  on 
Dec.  9,  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  A.  Guttridge,  he  being  a 
good  angler.  I hope  to  see  as  many  friends  as  possible 
on  the  above  date,  at  8 p.m.  Our  Christmas  prizes  are 
to  be  fished  for  during  December. — B.  Pitt. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  the  26th  ult.  several 
of  my  members  again  tried  their  luck,  but  the  only 
gentlemen  who  met  with  any  sport  were  Messrs.  Bow- 
hill,  Midson,  and  Malby,  who  succeeded  in  getting  off 
three  more  of  the  Christmas  prizes.  Mr.  Poore  also 
weighed-in  some  nice  roach  and  dace.  The  remaining 
prizes  will  be  competed  for  on  Dec.  3,  conditions  the 
same  as  bn  Nov.  19.  On  Tuesday  it  was  decided  that 
the  half-yearly  distribution  of  prizes  should  take  place 
on  Tuesday,  Dec.  19,  and  the  Christmas  prizes  on  the 
same  evening.  I should  like  to  see  some  of  the  old 
members  a little  oftener. — S.  Malby. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Chesnut-road,  Tottenham. 
— Several  of  our  members  have  been  out  during  the  last 
week  with  varying  success.  Mr.  C.  Burnet  saved  us  a 
blank  on  the  26th  ult.  with  a tray  of  bream  and  dace 
from  Pulborough.  Messrs.  Dyer  and  Collier  have  also 
weighed-in  some  nice  trays  of  roach  and  dace  from  the 
Cam.  Five  prizes  are  to  be  fished  for  on  Dec.  10,  full 
particulars  will  be  posted  on  the  notice  board  at  head- 
quarters. Through  stress  of  business  our  Mr.  D.  Shar- 
land  has  been  obliged  to  send  in  his  resignation,  the 
committee  selecting  Mr.  Dyer  as  hon.  sec.  for  rest  of 
season.  We  shall  be  glad  if  all  committeemen  will 
endeavour  to  attend  next  Tuesday  evening  at  eight 
o’clock  sharp. — J.  Dyer. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half  Way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — An  outing  of  the  members  of  this  club 
will  take  place  on  Dec.  3 to  Byfleet.  Train  leaves 
Clapham  Junction  at  8.40.  I hope  to  see  as  many  as 
possible  on  this  occasion. — W.  Bruce. 

Eclipse  Angling  Society,  Ledbury  Arms,  Ledbury- 
road,  W. — We  were  surprised  to  find  the  member’s  of  the 
above  society  were  so  slack  in  showing  up  to  arrange 
for  the  Christmas  outing,  but  hope  they  will  take  this 
notice  as  final,  as  the  business  must  be  got  through  on 
Wednesday  next. — F.  Reynolds. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross-road,  Tottenham. — Members  are  requested  to  note 
that  Mr.  Corrall’s  prize  will  be  competed  for  on  Dec.  3 
at  Waltham  : and  on  Dec.  10,  Mr.  J.  Cullingford’s  prize 
at  Burnt  Mill.  The  monthly  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Wednesday,  Dec.  13,  all  members  are  desired  to  attend. 
— W.  H.  Tuck. 

Epsom  Angling  Society. — At  our  next  monthly 
meeting,  to  be  held  at  headquarters,  The  Wellington, 
on  Monday  next,  Dec.  4,  at  8.30  o’clock,  the  president, 
F.  W.  Coles  will  take  the  chair,  and  vice-president 
C.  M.  Woodford,  will  read  his  paper  entitled  “ The 


'Trader's  Yarn  ; or,  a Tale  of  the  South  Seas.”  Messrs. 
T.  and  E.  E.  Jeffery  will  be  responsible  for  the  musical 
portion  of  the  evening.  Our  London  brethren  will  be 
very  welcome.  Our  club  quarters  are  within  three 
minutes’  walk  of  the  railway  station.  A train  leaves 
Waterloo  at  7.38  p.m.,  returning  from  here  at  11.7 p.m. — 
Edward  William  Hailes- 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials. — Mr.  W.  J.  Talbot 
weighed-in  roach  on  the  2Gth  ult.,  saving  a blank.  On 
Dec.  3 there  will  be  a roving  match  at  Maldon  Associa.- 
tion  water,  two  rods,  jack  barred,  for  three  prizes, 
-ifil.  Is.,  10.  6d.,  7s.  Gd. ; six  members  to  go  or  no  match  ; 
to  go  down  Saturday  night  by  6.9  train  from  Stratford, 
changing  at  Romford.  Accommodation  has  been 
arranged  at  Mr.  Wrake’s,  White  Lion,  Maldon,  where 
the  evening  will  be  spent  in  harmony  with  the  members 
of  the  Maldon  and  Hoybridge  Angling  Society.  Will 
members  please  attend  next  Wednesday,  being  quarterly 
night,  to  elect  auditors,  and  a chairman  in  the  place  of 
our  late  chairman,  W.  H.  Talbot.  A full  meeting  is 
particularly  requested,  as  the  arrangements  for  a con- 
cert have  to  be  discussed. — W.  J.  Talbot. 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
Goswell-road. — The  next  return  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell 
and  District  will  take  placs  at  the  above  on  Monday, 
Deo.  4.  On  Sunday  we  had  a few  nice  fish  by  the  following 
from  Amberley : Messrs.  Vanhegan,  roach  (tsvo  heaviest, 
11b.  ISJoz.  and  11b.  loz.) ; Biggs,  roach  and  dace 
(heaviest  lib.  6Joz.) ; and  S.  Hill,  roach  and,  dace. — 
J.  W.  Biggs. 

Grange  Angling  Society,  The  Earl  of  Derby, 
Grange-road. — Members  are  particularly  requested  to 
attend  the  meeting  on  December  6,  as  one  or  two 
matters  of  great  importance  to  the  society  will  be 
brought  forward.  -Vfter  the  business  has  been  concluded, 
Mr.  Lucas  has  kindly  consented  to  read  a paper  giving 
his  experience  of  sea  fishing,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
We  shall  be  very  pleased  to  see  any  brother  angler 
present  about  9 o’clock. — W.  K. 

General  Preservation  Fund. — Since  my  last 
report  I beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt  of 
.£2  2s.  from  Brompton  ; lOs.  6d.,  North-East  Brothers  ; 
10s,  6d.,  Copenhagen;  lOs.  6d..  Camden  and  Kentish 
Town;  5s.,  Clapton  Park;  5s,  Perseverance. — R. 
Ghurney. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road. — We  were  saved  from  a blank  on  the  26th  ult.  by 
Mr.  Stebbings,  with  51b.  12oz.  of  fish,  one  bream, 
31b.  4-4-oz.  I beg  to  inform  members  that  Monday  next, 
Dec.  4,  will  be  quarterly  night,  when  I hope  to  see  a 
good  muster  of  members. — A.  Payne. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Foley-street. — On  the  26th  ult.  our  members  brought  up 
a little  better  report.  Mr.  Bailey  had  a pretty  show  of 
roach  and  dace,  between  71b.  and  81b.  ; Messrs.  Chapman 
and  Warren,  roach,  and  Mr.  Ellins,  chub.  On  Tuesday 
last  our  second  social  evening  took  place  under  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  John  Jones,  who  was  well  supported, 
amongst  others,  by  Messrs.  Shute,  Ellins,  Allen, 
Chapman,  Smith,  Long,  and  the  brothers  C.  and  W. 
Bowring.  A most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  Our 
next  social  evening  will  be  on  Dec.  19  instead  of  the 
26th.— John  Goatley. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch. — Nearly  forty  members  of 
the  above  club  fished  at  Cheshunt  on  the  26th  ult.  for 
Christmas  prizes,  and  again  the  weather  was  so  severe 
that  only  two  prizes  were  taken — Donald  Flint,  first ; 
T.  Hanson,  second.  The  members  have  decided  to  fish 
at  Cheshunt  on  Dec.  3 for  the  remaining  prizes,  under 
the  same  conditions  as  to  time  of  starting  and  boundary. 
On  Monday  next  there  will  be  a grand  musical  entertain- 
ment at  the  Ship,  Bacon-street,  Brick-lane,  when  several 
of  our  membersiwill  give  their  services  to  support  our  old 
friend,  the  piroprietor,  W.  H.  Snook.  On  Dec.  11  there 
will  be  a grand  concert  at  our  club  on  behalf  of  Mr. 
Albert  Taylor,  who  has  been  very  unfortunate  in 
business,  and  a member  of  the  above  club.  I hope  the 
members  and  friends  will  give  him  a bumper. — R. 
Murphy. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. — At  the  ordinary 
weekly  meeting  last  Tuesday  Dr.  Brnnton  was  in  the 
chair.  This  being  the  day  for  the  open  pike  competi- 
tion a few  fish  were  brought  in,  but  not  large.  We 
will  name  the  prize-winners  next  week.  Mr.  H.  Panton 
showed  a pike  of  51b.  3Joz. ; Mr.  J.  H.  Ellis  and  Mr. 
Putney  several  smaller  ones  ; Messrs.  Bramley,  Norman, 
and  Allen  four  small  fish  from  Sussex  ; Messrs.  Cowley 
and  Fosbrooke  had  taken  some  small  jack  also  in  Sussex. 
Mr.  Hall,  while  spinning  for  pike  in  the  Avon,  had  taken 
a salmon  of  about  151b.,  which  he  returned.  Mr. 
Conneilan  reported  having  taken  some  good  roach  and 
two  nice  dace,  and  Mr.  Goodwin  Gjlb.  of  roach,  from 
Christchurch.  Mr.  Vine  wired,  from  Potter  Heigham, 
that  he  had  caught  a pike  of  71b.  12oz.,  and  Dr.  Ladell 
had  some  flounders  from  Leigh.  Considerable  discussion 
took  place  on  the  question  of  preserving  the  society’s 
waters,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  committee.  The 
society  long  ago  decided  not  to  allow  gorge  fishing  in 
their  own  waters,  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  now  gave  notice 
that  on  some  future  occasion  he  will  move  that  no  pike 
shall  be  in  any  way  recognised  by  the  society  that  has 
been  taken  by  gorge  fishing.  Considerable  progress  was 
made  in  preparing  a programme  of  papers  to  be  read  in 
the  first  six  months  of  1894. — Jambs  Tayler. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society.— Our  members 
were  out  on  the  26th  ult.  in  full  force,  but  met  with 
poor  spoit,  as  only  two  prizes  were  won  ; Mr.  Davis 
being  first,  with  perch  ; Mr.  Bastick,  second,  with  perch. 
There  are  twelve  prizes  being  left,  and  I hope  there  will 
be  better  luck  next  time.  We  go  out  again  on  Dec.  3 
to  fish;  same  boundary  as  last — Ratty’s  Lock  to  St. 
Margaret’s  Lock.  Same  rules.  I wish  Mr.  Hart  to 
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understand,  who  is  working  for  Mrs.  Giffiu  and  her 
daughter  at  Burnt  Mill,  that  I am  still  trying  to  help 
them  in  their  misfortune,  and  I will  send  them  some 
money  next  week. — C.  T.  Russell. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
1,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch. — Several  of  our  members 
fished  for  Christmas  prizes  at  Langford  on  the  26th  ult., 
four  only  being  won  ; S.  Orrow,  first,  with  roach ; 1*. 
Schulze,  second,  perch ; F.  Gardner,  third,  roach ; 
H.  Da  Costa,  fourth,  perch.  F.  Newton  weighed-in 
7jlb.  roach  and  dace ; A.  Hattemore,  lib.  9aOz.  roach ; 
S.  Gillett,  perch,  from  other  waters.  The  remaining 
Christmas  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  Dec.  3,  in  the 
Lea,  from  St.  Margaret’s  Look  to  Ratty’s  Lock.  Mem- 
bers to  leave  London  by  the  9.8  train,  Liverpool-street. 
— R.  Ghurney. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road. — On  the  26th  ult.  a few  of  our 
members  were  out,  but  returned  with  a blank.  Ou 
Tuesday  last,  Mr.  E.  Challis  in  the  chair,  it  was  decided 
that  we  should  have  a half-yearly  supper,  which  will 
take  place  the  second  Wednesday  in  March,(1894,  and’still 
continue  with  our  outing  in  the  summer.  I beg  to  thank 
those  members  who  kindly  attended  to  support  the 
meeting.--  J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  "Walton  Angling  Society. — The  members 
competed  for  four  special  prizes  on  the  26th  ult. ; only 
three  were  taken.  Mr.  G.  Nunn  was  first,  with  41b.  14oz. 
of  bream  ; Mr.  G.  Bliss  second,  with  a fine  roach,  which 
scaled  21b.  2oz.,  and  a nice  bream  ; Mr.  T.  W.  Garrard 
was  third  with  a take  of  bream.  There  are  five  special 
prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  Dec.  10,  and  four  ditto  on 
Wednesday,  Dec.  13.  Full  particulars  can  be  had  at 
the  clubhouse.  Mr.  G.  Rogers  had  some  handsome 
chub  on  Wednesday,  the  29th  ult. — H.  B. 

Jolly  Anglers’  Society,  Bull  and  Gate.— At  the 
the  weekly  meeting,  on  Wednesday,  22nd  ult.,  a splendid 
show  of  roach  and  dace,  caught  at  "rwickenham  by  two 
of  the  members,  was  in  evidence,  and  attracted  much 
attention  from  the  members  and  friends.  The  benevo- 
lent box  was  sent  round  with  very  good  results,  after 
which  conviviality  was  the  order  of  the  evening. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville.  — On  the  26th  ult.  a few 
members  were  out,  only  one  member  weighing  fish — 
Mr.  Winters,  one  chub,  weighing  11b.  l|oz.  An  outing 
will  take  place  on  Dec.  10,  at  Windsor,  for  our  Christ- 
mas prizes,  for  which  nine  prizes  have  been  promised. 
Any  member  feeling  so  disposed  can  still  make  it  more 
merry  by  attending  next  meeting  night  and  adding  to 
the  list. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.  — I beg  to 

remind  members  that  the  draw  for  the  fishing  tackle 
kindly  presented  by  Mr.  Mason  (the  proceeds  to  go  to 
the  Knowsley  Stocking  Fund)  will  take  place  at  our 
meeting  on  Thursday  evening,  Dec.  7.  At  the  same 
meeting  a lot  of  pike  and  other  tackle  belonging  to  one 
of  the  members  will  be  sold.  Members  please  muster  up 
strongly  and  give  the  above  matters  a good  time. — R. 
WOOLFALL. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Railway  Tavern,  King 
Henry’s  Walk. — At  our  usual  meeting  on  Tuesday, 
Mr.  H.  Garrett  was  the  only  member  who  had  fish  on 
the  29th  ult.  I beg  to  remind  the  members  who  were 
absent  on  Tuesday,  that  we  fish  for  Christinas  prizes  on 
Sunday  next  at  Langford  Hall,  one  rod  only  to  be 
taken.  Members  to  start  from  Liverpool-street  by  the 
morning  train.— Jno.  Comber. 

Nortk-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  143, 
Green-street,  Bethnal  Green. — On  Monday  last  two 
bream  and  one  roach,  which  have  been  set  up,  were 
added  to  the  others  in  our  club-room,  as  follows  : One 
bream,  41b.  13ioz.,  taken  by  C.  Lamb,  jun. ; one  bream, 
41b.  80Z.,  one  roach,  11b.  T2oz.,  taken  by  C.  Lamb,  sen. 
We  fish  for  Christmas  prizes  on  Dec.  10,  which  will 
consist  of  joints,  bottles  of  spirits,  cigars,  tobacco,  &c. 
Amongst  the  subscribers  to  our  Christmas  prize  fund 
are  the  committee  of  the  North-East  Radical  Club, 
Bethnal  Green,  .£1  Is. ; the  president,  5s. ; the  treasurer, 
5s. ; Mr.  J.  Wyatt,  5s. ; Mr.  F.  Warner,  5s. ; and  Mr.  C. 
Brown,  2s.  6d.  I hope  all  our  members  will  attend  on 
Wednesday  next  to  take  part  in  arranging  the  Christmas 
prizes.  A donation  of  10s.  6d.  has  been  sent  on  to  the 
Rivers  Preservation  Fund.  A special  invitation  is  given 
to  brother  anglers  any  evening  except  Tuesdays.  We 
shall  be  glad  to  show  them  round.  Our  members  wore 
out  on  the  26th  ult.,  when  the  following  weighed  in: 
Messrs.  G.  Daycock,  roach,  lib.  14oz. ; W.  Moye,  roach, 
11b.  5Joz.;  C.  Lamb,  sen.,  roach,  11b.  lOJoz. ; and  C. 
Lamb,  jun.,  roach,  12joz. — A.  Lewis. 

North  Loudon  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road,  N. — On  Monday  next,  Dec.  4,  a smoking 
concert  and  reading  by  our  president,  Mr.  G.  Hoyle, 
illustrated  by  dissolving  views,  takes  place  in  aid  of  the 
funds  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.  On  behalf  of 
this  society  I appeal  to  all  anglers  to  support  me  on  this 
occasion,  when  I can  promise  them  a good  evening’s 
enjoyment.  Several  gentlemen  have  promised  to  attend 
and  give  their  services  on  this  occasion.  The  chair  will 
be  taken  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  of  the  Pishing  Gazette, 
On  the  26th  ult.  ten  of  the  members  fished  for  prizes  at 
Waltham,  but  were  unsuccessful  in  taking  any  fish  ; but 
Mr.  Greg  took  a successful  photo  of  the  members  in  the 
pouring  rain. — H.  Stretch. 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society,  King  of 
Prussia. — On  the  26th  ult.  a tew  of  our  members  were 
out,  but  only  two  found  their  way  to  our  headquarters, 
Messrs.  F.  and  S.  Wood,  both  bringing  some  very  fine 
roach  in  from  the  Thames, — J.  Cuthbert. 

Park  Angling  Society. — The  first  return  visit  in 
connection  with  the  above-named  society  took  place  at 
the  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane,  Tottenham,  on  Monday  last, 
the  27th  ult.,  and,  judging  from  the  continued  applause 


458 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[December  2,  1893 


and  repeated  encores,  tbe  members  and  friends  who  con- 
tribnti  d to  the  evcninor’s  entertainment  appeared  to 
afford  tbe  greatest  possible  amnsement  to  the  vast 
andirnce  vho  were  packed  into  every  available  corner 
of  the  sjracions  room.  Special  mention  should  be 
made  of  tbe  folh'wingnames  ; Mr.  Malby,  a member  of 
the  Dal  ton  Brothers  ; Mr.  Mitson  (Hoxton  Brothers), 
a tallad;  Mr.  Ashmore  (The  Eagle);  Mr.  Frank 
Cray,  of  the  Good  Intent,  a ballad,  rendered  in  a very 
pathetic  mam  er  ; whilst  Mr.  Bowles,  of  the  West  Ham 
iJrothers,  in  bis  rendering  “ The  Covent  Garden  Porter 
Bnsinfs.s.”  caused  no  little  amount  of  laughter;  and 
another  Wes’'  Ham  Brother  gave  two  vs'ell  selected  solos 
upon  ‘he  concertina  in  excellent  style.  Mr.  Cbas.  Coldwell 
and  Mr.  Geo.  Payne,  of  The  Park,  and  many  others  also, 
came  in  for  a round  of  applause.  Mr.  Chas.  Roberts  oc- 
Cnpied  the  chair  in  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Mr.  Beu 
"Wood,  and  Mr.  Bell  occui>ied  the  vice-chair.  The  chairman. 
In  opening  the  meeting,  commented  at  some  length  upon 
the  ups  and  downs  tbe  society  had  experienced  since  it.s 
formation,  but  added  that  tho.se  difficulties  were  now 
overcome,  and  that  the  .society  was  fairly  on  the  road  to 
prosperity,  Mr.  Manning  and  Mr.  Ghurney  replied. 
Mr.  Morrell  enlivened  the  proceedings  very  consider- 
ably with  .several  excellent  selections  on  the  piano- 
f'Tte.  Twenty  clubs  were  represented,  and  a vote  of 
fhaiiks  being  accorded  Mr.  Manning  and  his  followers, 
brought  a in<  st  enjoyable  evening  to  a close.  On  the 
2()th  ult.  Mr  W.  Skeggs  weighed-in  jack,  and  Mr.  Vyell 
roach,  the  former  taking  a valuable  prize,  several 
of  our  members  going  long  journeys  for  the  same  prize. 

• — C.  E'iberts. 

Peckixam  Brothers  Angling’  Society.— Several 
of  our  members  were  out  on  the  ‘2Sth  ult.,  meeting  with 
very  indifferent  success.  Mr  Etherington  weighed 
some  nice  chub.  We  fish  for  our  Christmas  prize  on 
Deo.  10,  at  Sunbury  Look.  Will  members  kindly  show 
up  to  make  themselves  eligible  P 

Penge  Angling  Society,  The  Lord  Palmerston, 
Maple-road,  Penge,  S E. — On  the  21th  ult  , Mr.  Mencar 
lad  a grand  show  of  chub  and  roach  from  the  Thames, 
weighing  18ib.  9oz.  On  the  20th,  Mr.  Menear  one  roach, 
lib.  1.5j02.  ; Mr.  Godsinark,  one  bream,  31b.  4oz.,  from 
Amberley  ; Mr.  Sherwood,  jack,  51b.  12joz.,  private  ; 
Mr.  Kelly,  roach,  41b.  10  ;joz.,  Hampton;  gross  weight, 
341b.  Srjoz.  A vote  of  thanks  was  returned  to  our 
retiring  chairman,  Mr.  Kelly  ; and  Mr.  C.  Moss,  of  the 
Two  Towers,  Gipsy'- road.  West  Norw'ood,  was  duly 
elected  chairman  until  the  end  of  the  season. — W.  E. 
Eielk. 

Phcenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — Very  few  member.^  weighed-in  on  the 
20th  nit.  Mr.s  Wicks’s  prize  was  won  by  Mr.  Keillier 
(roach  and  dace).  On  Tuesday  eighteen  members  were 
present,  and  the  Christmas  prizes  were  arranged  for 
Dec  10,  all  to  go  where  they  like  ; two  rods  allowed. — 
H.  W.  Morgan. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper  - street,  New  Kent-road — The  best  and  most 
succes.sful  .‘■ui^per  the  above  club  ever  had  took  place 
on  Tuesday  last,  when  thirty-four  members  and  friends 
sat  down  to  a leg  of  mutton  supper,  provided  in  the 
best  style  by  our  host  (Mr.  Spencer).  Our  president 
(Mr.  Hattersley)  fulfillpd  his  position  with  great  ability, 
Mr.  C.  Hibble  assisting  him  in  the  vice-chair.  The 
following  gentlemen  favoured  us  with  some  splendid 
singing  : Messrs.  Richmond,  W.  Norris,  J.  Norris,  W. 
Bennett,  H.  Lamb,  and  G.  Hibble.  Nine  members 
competed  at  Twickeidiam  on  the  2t>th  ult.  for  five  prizes, 
when  we  secured  about  301b.  of  fish,  as  follows  : E. 
Py  ne.  1st ; J.  Utting,  2nd  ; G.  Best,  3rd  ; T.  Liue,  4th  ; 
and  H.  Mitchell,  5th.  Two  gentlemen  were  propo.sed 
to  become  working  members  of  this  society  ; election 
will  take  place  on  Deo.  C (quarterly  night).  I hope  all 
members  will  be  present,  and  clear  up  their  accounts. — 
E.  Pyne. 

Prince  of  Wales  Ang'ling  Society,  bVindsor 
Castle,  Chnrch-street,  Edgware-road. — On  the  26th  nit. 
fish  wei-e  weighed-in  by  the  following  ; Messrs.  Porter 
and  Whitford,  roach,  and  Mr.  Twomey  one  jack.  Our 
concert  on  Monday  evening  last  was  a great  succe>s, 
and  I was  very  pleased  by  the  support  given  us  by  the 
sever  d clubs  jiresent.  A word  of  praise  must  be 
accorded  to  the  Marylebone  Angling  Society  and  to  the 
Queen’s  Piseatorials,  both  of  whom,  by  their  financial 
support,  will  enable  us  to  pre.sent  Mr.  French  with  a far 
better  testimonial  than  we  first  expected.  I trust  that 
secretaries  of  the  different  societies  who  had  programmes 
sent  to  them,  will  kindly  forward  the  returns  as  soon  as 
possible,  as  we  hope  to  arrange  for  the  gift  to  be 
presented  on  Monday,  Dec.  18,  when  Mr.  Jennings,  our 
ate  _ district  visiting  officer,  has  kindly  promised  to 
preside  and  I hoiie  to  see  him  well  supported  that  even- 
ng. — Wm.  Bowy'er. 

Queen’s  Piseatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
stieet,  N.W.— OdNov.  26  Mr.  Norris  weighed-in  jack, 
and  on  Nov.  30  Mr.  Norris  had  a good  show  of  jack, 
bream,  and  roach.  Mr.  Hinton  also  weighed-in  a nice 
show  of  roach.  Our  .smoking  concert  is  postponed  from 
Dec.  2 to  Dee.  9.  Dec.  10,  comiietition  (roving). — W.  H. 
Roberts. 

St.  Lxike’s  Brothers  Angling  Club.— Our  mem- 
bers fi-hed  for  special  prizes  on  the  26th  ult.  in  a 
pf'gged-down  match  at  Ware,  Mr.  Connolly  winning  tbe 
first  with  a splendid  roach  weighing  21b.  The  second 
was  taken  by  Nlr.  Davies. — G.  Young. 

St.  Them?  s’  Angling  Society,  Waterman’s  Arms, 
Paris-streer.,  Lambeth. — (jn  Nov.  26  Mr.  W.  Stone  again 
weighed-in  a splendid  roach,  weight  11b.  15joz.  Mr.  W. 
Beams  also  had  a nice  catch  of  roach.  The  remaining 
prizes  will  be  fished  for  at  Kingston  on  Deo,  3 between 
given  points  (White  House,  Twickenham,  to  Halt-mile 
Tree,  Teddington).  Members  (are  requested  to  take 


notice  that  a special  meeting  is  called  for  Wednesday, 
Dec  6.— G.  Morton. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street.  Lambeth.  — The  return  visit  on  the 
South  L 'udon  United  List  was  paid  to  this  club  on  Tues- 
day, and  I am  very  pleased  to  s ate  that  twenty  clubs 
answered  to  the  roll  call.  I tike  this  opportunity  of 
thanking  the  members  and  friends  of  the  various  clubs 
w'bo  were  represented,  and  aDo  Mr.  Field,  our  worthy 
and  esteeme  I president,  for  his  presence  among  us. 
We  had  another  fine  roach  in  the  club  on  the  26th, 
caught  Irom  the  Central  As.sociatiou  waters  at  Amberley 
by  Mr.  W.  Stone,  of  the  St.  Thomas's,  weighing 
lib.  L5|oz  I have  heard  that  there  wei’e  several  other 
fine  sp-  cimen  roach  taken  from  the  same  waters  on  same 
date.— J.  Wright. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  Grafton-st.reet,  W. — Only  two  members  weighed- 
in  fish  on  the  26r.h  ult.,  namely,  Messrs  Barnes,  roach, 
31b.  lljoz.,  and  B.  Smith,  pe  ch.  I beg  to  inform 
members  that  the  Christmas  prizes  are  to  be  fished  for 
at  Bourne  End,  from  Bourne  End  railway  bridge  to 
Marlow  Bridge,  on  Dec.  10.  Members  in  arrear  wishing 
to  compete  w'ill  kindly  attend  next  Wednesday. — C.  B. 
Lumby. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maideu-lane,  Covent  Garden  — On  the  ‘26th  uU.  Mr. 
Smales  had  51b.  of  nice  roach,  Mr.  Massey  having  about 
the  same  weight  of  dice  (the  largest  over  Jib  ),chub, 
and  roach.  Tuesday  next  being  quarterly  night,  a good 
muster  is  sped  illy  requested. — Pelican. 

Slough  and  Langley  Angling  Society,  Club 
House,  Di  Iphin  Hotel,  Slough. — Our  c impetitiontook 
place  on  the  26th  ult  , when  forty  members  competed. 
The  fi>llowing  are  the  six  prizes  taken  and  successful 
competitors:  First,  G.  Pitt,  Slough  and  Langley,  15s., 
jack,  51h.  loz. ; second,  R.  Jenkins,  ditto,  12s  6d.,  jack 
31b.  5oz.  ; third,  A.  Ide,  Jubilee,  10s.,  jack,  11b.  13Joz. 
fourth,  Norris,  Queen's  Piseatorials,  7s.  6d.,  jack, 
11b.  3|oz.;  fifth,  A.  Shepherd,  Colin  Campbell,  5s., 
roach,  9oz.  ; sixth,  W.  Bridae,  Allason  United,  4s.  6d., 
perch,  5Joz.  We  continue  the  match  on  Dec  3 at  the 
same  place  and  conditions  for  three  prizes  — first,  12s.  ; 
second,  8s.  ; third,  cheese-dish  value  5s  I am  pleased  to 
say  we  did  not  forget  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society. 
I shall  forward  the  amount  to  Mr.  Ghurney  next  week. — 
R .lENKINS. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society.— The  Hope, 
Pollartl’s-row. — Tlie  members  of  the  above  club  were 
out  on  the  26th  ult.,  only  one  weighing-in,  thus  saving 
us  from  a blank — Mr.  Isaacs  with  cnub,  roach,  and 
dace.  I w'ish  to  remind  members  that  we  fish  for 
Christmas  prizes  on  Dec.  3,  and  roam  from  Rye  House 
Bridge  to  S'.  Margaret’s  Bridge.  All  fish  to  weigh,  bar 
jack. — l'iiOMA.s  Sayce. 

South  Loudon  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  23-5,  Camberwell-ro.nl. — Oa  the  26th  ult.  Messrs. 
D lhaye,  D irtnall,  and  Sargeant  ttslied  at  Pulborough 
fortliree  deferred  prizes,  the  dr.sD  two  n-ini  d taking  two 
of  them.  Our  next  competition  takes  place  on  Deo.  17. — 
J.  J F. 

South  London  United  Visiting  List.— A return 
visit  of  the  societies  on  this  list  was  paid  to  the  Second 
Surrey  Angling  Society  on  the  27th  ult-,  and  I am 
pleased  to  say  proved  a decided  success.  A most  plea- 
sant evening  was  spent  in  harmony  under  the  genial 
chairmanship  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Shaw,  of  Westminster 
Bridge-road,  and  a collection  was  made  on  behalf  of  the 
Angler-’  Benevolent  Society  amouniing  to  10s.  On  the 
roll  being  calLd  at  11  o’clock  by  Mr.  G.  H Field, 
President  of  the  List,  twenty  clubs  responded  The  next 
visit  will  be  to  the  Anchor  and  Hope,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old 
Kent-ro.ad  ; notice  of  date  next  week. — A.  Conn. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
Kmg-stieot,  Hammersmith. — The  six  inemb  rs  who  took 
part  in  the  competition  at  fleet,  on  the  26th  ult.,  had 
a rather  rough  time  of  it,  and  only  three  of  the  prizes 
were  taken,  the  first  by  Mr.  Carpenter  ; second,  by  Mr. 
Hare;  third,  by  Mr.  Harwood.  Mr.  Carpenter  also 
took  the  prize  for  best  specimen  fish  given  by  Mr. 
Harwood. — H,  Reaves. 

■Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  Vauxhall  Cross.  — Some  of  ours  were  out  on 
the  Cth  nit.,  but  did  nothing  worth  speaking  of.  We 
h.ad  a very  interesting  meeting  on  the  28th  (Mr.  Pain 
in  the  chiir).  I wish  to  remind  members  that  the 
Christmas  outing  takes  place  on  Dec.  10— roving —from 
the  new  look  at  Richmond  to  Teddington  L ;ck.  All  to 
go  by  the  first  train  Sunday  morning,  and  to  cease 
fishing  at  4 o’clock.  The  prizes  consist  ot  geese,  turkeys, 
boitles  of  spirits,  joints,  &c.  Members  who  have  not 
given  in  their  names  can  do  so  on  next  Tuesday  evening, 
when  they  will  hev-  all  the  p irtio  il  irs.  — H.  0. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul  s Tavern,  Westmorelaiid-road,  Walworth,  S.E  — 
At  the  meeting  on  Wednesday  la-^t,  it  was  carried  that 
tbe  seven  lapsed  prizes  be  fished  for  on  Dec.  3,  open, 
punt  or  bank,  public  or  private  ; also  there  are  nine 
prizes,  lapsed  from  the  Wednesday  competition,  to  be 
fish' d for  on  Wednesday  next,  Dec.  6,  same  conditions. 
On  Tuesday  last,  tbe  28th  ult  , the  Walworth  Waltonians 
Were  the  guests  of  the  Pixie  Brothers,  invited  to  supper 
and  concert  on  that  dite,  and  a very  pleasant  evening 
was  spent  ; the  supper  was  first-rate,  and  the  singing 
w.iS  excellent,  and  tne  arrangements  ably  carried  ont. — 
C.  Hibble. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-sii’eet,  Walworth,  ci  E — Mr.  Haine  saved  us 
from  a blank  on  the  26th  ult.  with  81b.  of  roacb.  We  go 
to  Burpham  (Amberley)  on  Dec.  3,  for'  the  monthly 
competition,  leaving  by  th?  8.30  train  from  London 
Bridge.  Wednesday  next  will  be  quarterly  meeting 
iiigbt,  and  I hope  all  members  will  endeavour  to  be 


present.  It  has  been  decided  to  hold  the  Christmas 
competition  on  the  17th.  Entrance  fee  Is. — C.  W. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers’  Arms, 
Arlingtoii-street.  New  North-rnad. — Our  members  fished 
a match  at  Windsor  on  the  26th  ult.,  but  only  two  prizes 
taken — Mr.  Renn,  first,  roach  ; Mr.  Richards,  second, 
dace.  Mr.  Backhouse  weighed-in  a nice  jack  from  the 
Lea. — W.  M. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — I am  sorry  to  have 
to  report  a blank  this  week,  but  hope  for  better  next.  I 
wish  to  remind  onr  members  that  it  will  be  quarterly 
night  on  Wednes  ay  next,  Dec.  6,  hoping  to  have  a good 
attendance,  as  it  is  to  be  arra'iged  where  to  fish  for  the 
Ghri-tnas  prize.s,  and  members  having  prizes  to  give  I 
hoi>e  they  will  come. — R Lowther. 

■West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith — Several  of  our  members  have  been  out 
during  the  past  week.  Messrs.  White,  Leaf,  Ramsay, 
and  Elsraore  having  weighed-in.  Next  Thursday  bsing 
our  quarterly  night,  members  are  requested  to  attend 
early,  as  our  vice-ch  airman  has  a business  matter  of 
importance  to  bring  forward,  and  officers  for  the  en-uiug 
quarter  to  be  elected.  Members  whose  subscriptions 
are  in  arrears  are  desired  to  clear  the  books. — J.  J. 
Hunter. 

Westminster  Angling  Society.  — On  the  26th 
ult.,  a few  members  of  the  Westminster  and  Horseferry 
Anglers  went  to  Sunbury  to  compete  for  the  Westminster 
Times  prize.  After  a spirited  contest  the  result  euded 
in  a balance  between  Messrs.  Jones  and  Barker.  At  a 
meeting  on  Wednesday  it  was  decided  to  present  the 
prizes  on  Wednesday  next,  Deo.  6.  at  the  Horseferry 
clubhouse.  The  member.s  of  the  Westminster  Anglers 
held  their  weekly  meeting  on  Tuerday,  and  proposed  to 
adjourn  their  supper  until  Thur-day,  Dec.  7.  All  members 
are  kindly  invited  ; (ilease  apply  secretary  not  later  than 
Deo.  3. — J.  G. 


RIVERS  RE-STOCKING  AND  PRESERVATION 
FUND,  1893. 


Subscription  List. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

.£ 

s. 

d. 

Silver  Trout 

2 

•2 

r> 

Brought  forward... 

33 

10 

0 

Piscatorial  Society 

9 

2 

0 

G.  n.  Wood 

0 

10 

0 

Bruuiptoii 

2 

2 

0 

Bloomsbury  Brothers.. 

0 

10 

0 

Serapis  

1 

14 

G 

Brothers  Well  Met 

0 

10 

0 

Goo(l  Intent 

1 

13 

0 

Hheeuix 

0 

10 

0 

Gresham  

1 

4 

G 

Bermonds  y Brothers 

0 

10 

0 

De  Beauvoir 

1 

1 

0 

Original  Alexandra  ... 

0 

10 

0 

South  London 

1 

1 

0 

Walworth  Waltonians 

0 

10 

0 

Hoxton  P>rolhers  

1 

1 

0 

Dais'on 

0 

10 

0 

Bostonian 

1 

1 

0 

Wfllington 

0 

10 

0 

Izaak  VValtou 

1 

1 

0 

West  Ham  

0 

G 

0 

Waltonian  

1 

1 

0 

Dr.  Leapingwell  (Con- 

\Vf  St  Loiidon 

1 

1 

0 

servative  Chib) 

0 

5 

0 

Gt.  North'’rn  Brothers 

1 

1 

0 

Eastf-rn  Piseatorials... 

0 

5 

0 

General  Post  Office... 

1 

1 

0 

Clapham  Junction 

0 

5 

0 

Angler.s'  Pride 

1 

1 

0 

Peckham  Brothers 

0 

5 

0 

Junior  Fly  Fishers 

0 

15 

0 

Cobden  

0 

5 

0 

Amicable  Walt  iiiaus 

0 

13 

0 

Eustunian 

0 

5 

0 

Barton 

0 

12 

G 

North  Lambeth  

0 

5 

0 

Battersea  Friendly 

0 

12 

G 

Brunswick  Brothers... 

0 

0 

Slough  nnd  Langley... 

0 

10 

6 

Waggoners  

0 

5 

0 

0 

10 

G 

0 

0 

0 

10 

G 

0 

5 

0 

Wooiwich  Brother.?  ... 

0 

10 

6 

Cliftonvilli* 

0 

0 

Prince  of  Wales 

0 

10 

c 

Boyal  George 

0 

5 

0 

HounsQeld  Ott'^'i’S  

0 

10 

G 

vmicahle  Brothers 

0 

5 

0 

Western  idseatorials.. 

0 

10 

G 

Independent 

0 

5 

0 

Havelock  

0 

10 

6 

Pixie  Brother.? 

0 

5 

0 

Crown  aud  Buckland... 

0 

10 

G 

North  London 

0 

5 

0 

0 

10 

G 

Park :... 

0 

•) 

0 

Shepherd's  Bush 

0 

10 

G 

r'l'inci  Anhur 

0 

5 

0 

Ath  ’iiaium 

0 

10 

6 

G1  'be 

0 

5 

0 

Aiiidi  jr  and  Hope 

0 

10 

G 

Perseverance.. 

(1 

5 

0 

Sr.  John's  Wood  

0 

10 

G 

Antwerp  

0 

4 

0 

Socialile  BrO'h^rs 

0 

1" 

G 

North-Eastern  

0 

4 

u 

North-East  ^-^rotliers... 

0 

in 

G 

Odds  a-id  Evens 

0 

4 

0 

General  Gordon 

0 

10 

0 

0.  Shillingford  

0 

2 

G 

Carried  forward... 

10 

0 

i:44 

10 

(; 

.£12  12s.  has  been  vofed  by  the  committee  to  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  .£12  12s  to  the 
Lea,  and  £5  S',  each  to  the  Wimisor  aad  Eton,  Maiden- 
head, Oookham,  and  Bray,  Reading  and  District,  and 
Henley  Angling  Preservation  Societies. 

It  is  hoped  to  make  some  further  grants  if  funds 
permit,  and  the  list  is  open  until  Friday,  Dec.  13,  to 
enable  all  clubs  to  contribute. 

T.  Crumplen. 


Formation  of  the  Edinburgh  Association  foe 
Trout  Breeding  and  Stocking. — At  a meeting  of 
auglers  from  E liiiburgh  an  1 surronuding  district,  held 
last  week,  Mr.  A J.  Baillie  presiding,  it  was  agreed 
to  form  an  association  for  the  purpose  of  improving 
angling  streams  in  Edinburgh  and  surrounding  district, 
for  watching  the  interests  of  ang  ers,  and  rearing  trout 
for  stocking  purposes.  Mr.  J.  Anderson  (of  Messrs.  J. 
Anderson  and  Sous,  fish  merchants, Edinburgh),  suggested 
erecting  a hatchery  iu  a building  belonging  to  the 
E iiuburgh  Corporation,  which  Wis  most  couvenieatly 
situated  at  the  village  of  the  W^ater  of  Leith.  The 
hatchery  could  be  made  attractive,  so  that  people  might 
be  induced  to  visit  it,  aud  thus  bring  in  an  additional 
profit. 


TO  PREVENT  DISAPPOINTMENT,  order  the  Christmas 
Number  oi  ilie  Fishing  Gazette.,  wliieh  will  bo  ready  on  Dec.  IG 
Price  2d  Ever.i  nowsageiit  in  the  United  K ng.iom  can  procure 
it  for  you.  It  cun  al-o  be  obt  lined  at  Messrs.  Smith  and  Son's 
bookstalls  at  all  railway  sta'ion.s.  New  volume  connnence.s 
Saturday,  Jan.  C.  Subscription.  10s.  Gd.  for  the  year. 
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••’SCAPE!” 

Thkke  ia  a deal  of  fascination  connected  with  snipe 
shootinff.  In  mild,  dull  wcat  er  the  hirda  frequent  the 
drains  and  peaty  inarahea  of  moat  of  our  river  yalleya, 
in  the  continuous  aanctuariea  of  the  Upper  Ihainea 
nowadays,  also  in  gnlhya  on  commons;  and  there  are 
excellent  feedintr-grounds  in  the  Konnet’s  osier  beds, 
along  well-rushed  ditches,  and  upon  the  open,  peaty, 
low-lving,  rough  growths  A man  with  |vea'c  nerves 
should  never  go  aheoting.  It  requires  a quick  eye  and 
a good  judge  of  the  pace  at  which  far-away  flushed 
snipe  are  flying  to  knock  over  the  birds  neitly.  The 
cleverest  shots  always  agree  that,  whether  a snipe  gets 
np — a regular  •’screamer” — a few  yards  beside  or 
beyond  the  sportsman,  it  is  best  to  “floor”  the 
noisy  longbill  at  once,  so  as  to  be  ready  for  another 
bird'  with  the  second  barrel.  The  fastest  flying  wild 
common  snipe  will  often  get  up  at  thirty  or  more  yards 
“ rise,”  on  a frosty  morning,  from  the  edge  of  a water- 
carrier  with  little  or  no  cover.  Such  shots  must  be 
” snapped,”  but  with  instantly-formed  allowance  in 
front  of  the  bird's  head,  if  it  quarters  to  the  right  or 
the  left,  or  the  charge  might  be  wasted,  or  the  bird  only 
slightly  touched.  A clever  retriever  is  handy  when 
the  birds  fall  in  withy  beds,  or  in  broadish  streams  in 
ordinary  valleys.  Perm  ssion  to  try  for  snipe  does  not 
often  extend  to  killing  a '•  bird,”  an  outlying  pheasant, 
or  hares  when  the  “ lay  ” is  dry.  On  some  occasions,  on 
clear,  open  days,  a snipe  gets  up  and  gives  the  “ ’Sea  je  ” 
tip,  and  every  borer”  in  the  place  are  off.  There 
comes,  however,  a day— nay,  perhaps  a succession  of 
days — when  rain  is  followed  by  easterly  winds,  when 
the  birds  “ lay  like  stones  ” if  approached  up  wind,  and 
then  the  practised  shot  delights  in  his  prowe.ss.  And  to 
the  invalid,  or  to  any  person  a bit  ofl:  ‘‘  colour,’  and 
who  eats  to  live,  a couple  of  snipe  is  indeed  a treat, 
when — 

Serv'd  on  toast  be  the  clever  cook  s boast, 

Not  a drop  has  been  lost  of  the  d .inty  roust ; 

And  should  a bird  the  ijlace  of  snipe  ever  fill. 

Be  sure,  good  sirs,  that  you  look  at  the  bill ! 


The  Yorkshire  Weekly  Post,  while  admitting  that 
“angling  in  Yorkshire  is  not  worth  speaking  about  ” 
(just  now),  sets  to  work  in  good  earnest,  but  is  sadly 
interrupted  by  boon  compinions,  who  all  profess  to 
•*  know  something.”  Tue  writer  says  : But  to  return  to 

angling  in  Yorksh-* How  on  earth  is  it  that  interrup- 

tions always  come  so  inopportunely  ? The  next  time  I 
remove  my  laves  et  ‘penates  I shall  look  out  for  a 
domicile  where  I can  emulate  Victor  Hugo.  He  had  his 
study  in  a loft,  whieh  could  only  be  approached  by 
means  of  a ladder  and  a trap-door.  Once  in,  he  pulled 
up  the  ladder,  shut  the  door,  and  held  the  fort  against 
all  comers.  No  sooner  had  I written  the  opening  words 
of  this  paragraph  when  in  burst  my  neighbour  Jones 
with  such  a broad  smile  on  his  face  that  it  overflowed 
and  ran  off  at  the  corners.  Jones  takes  a morbid  delight 
in  revelling  in  churchyard  literature,  bay,  old  fellow  ! 
he  began  impetuously,  ‘I’ve  got  some  copy  for  you. 
I’ve  been  unearthing  a few  epitaphs  on  anglers.  Here’s 

one : , . 

Hooked  it! 

How’s  that  r Heard  it  before,  eh  F Well,  here’s  another 
from  the  South  of  Englrnd  : 

Here  lies  xn  angler;  here  he  lies 
With  his  hooks  and  flips. 

While  yet  with  us  he  lied  with  a will, 

And  here,  dear  friends,  he's  lying  still! 

This  is  another,  from  Bristol,  which  tor  pure  pathos 
speaks  volumes — Sic  trdnsif'',  &c.,  sort  of  thing  : 

To  the  Memory  of  J*>el  Hanunei'ion,  professional  fisheiman. 

The  worm’s  turn  now! 

Then  what  d’yer  think  of  this  from  a tombstone  in  New 
York : 

John  Howarth,  an  enthusiastic  sportsra  an,  who  accidentally 
mistook  a shot-gun  for  the  nutt  of  a pickerel  pule,  and  blew  duwn 
the  muzzle  under  the  impression  th-it  he  was  blowing  the  dust 
out  of  a flshing-rod  ferrule. 

His  end  was  pieces ! 

But  the  most  remarkable  epitaph  in  this  line  I ever  came 
across  is  in  a Border  churenyard  ; 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of  William  Owen,  <fee.  &c.. 

He  was  a diligent  business  man,  a keen  angler,  and  bore  the 
enviable  reputation  of  being  a truthful  man ! ’ 

After  that  I kicked  him  out.  ‘ Unearthing  a few 
epitaphs,’  indeed  ! I’ll  bet  anything  he  unearthed  them 
out  of  his  tobacco  jar  ! ” -nu  i x 

Whitby  Esk  Fishery  Conservators.— ihe  statu- 
tory meeting  of  tbe  Board  of  Conservators  for  the 
Whitby  Esk  Fishery  District  was  held  on  Saturday 
afternoon,  Col.  J.  W Richardson  (Chairman  of  the  Board) 
presiding.  The  Clerk  (Mr.  W.  Brown)  reported  that  the 
income  was  rather  above  the  average,  especially  for 
salmon  nets  at  sea,  and  the  amount  for  the  latter 
entitled  the  sea  fishers  for  salmon  to  send  three  repre- 
sentatives to  this  Board,  which  has  not  occurred  before. 
The  total  number  of  salmon  and  salmon  trout  caugbt  by 
nets  at  sea  was  7‘230,  the  average  weight  for  each  fish 
being  4’734lb.,  as  compared  with  6166  fish  ciughtlast 
year  of  an  average  weight  of  5 571b.  The  number  of 
licences  issued  this  year  was  40,  as  compared  with  31 
last  year. 


SPEARING  DABS  IN  DEEP  WATER.^ 

WiM.iAM  Hearder,  of  Plymouth,  writes: — Fisher- 
men in  different  localities  have  different  methods  of 
capturing  fish,  and  1 have  lately  been  making  to  the 
order  of  an  eiitliusiaHtio  fisherman  a novel  spear  tor 
using  in  deep  water  where  fiat  fish,  soles,  turbot,  or  brill 
are  known  to  freiiuent. 

It  often  happens  that  fish  are  sometimes  oft'  the  feed, 
and  cannot  be  tempted  with  the  most  delieate  morsels 
of  natural  bad- ; it  is  then  we  are  obliged  to  resort  to 
other  modes  of  c ipl.ure. 

The  fluking  dek  or  spear  is  used  in  shallow  water 
up  to  5ft.  or  6ft.  deep,  but  beyond  that  depr-b  another 
contrivance  is  necessary,  and  a spear  cast  into  a Dad  of 
about  31b.  weight,  of  a shape  which  has  been  found  after 
many  trills  to  be  tbe  most  suitable,  having  an  eye  at 
the  upper  end,  so  that  a stout  whiting  or  cod  line  can 
be  attached,  is  used. 

Of  course  a boat  is  necessar.y  for  this  work,  and  it  is 
either  moored  or  allowed  to  drift  over  tbe  spot  requited 
to  be  fished.  Tbe  lead  is  allowed  to  rua  to  the  bottom, 
where  if  it  should  happen  to  meet  with  fish  it  spears 
them,  and  when  the  lead  is  hauled  up  by  the  line 
the  fish  IS  brought  to  the  surface.  No  doubt  the  lead 
would  go  to  the  bottom  several  times  wituout  striking 
fish,  yet  my  customer  tells  me  that  he  has  ciugbt  some 
dozens  a day,  and  on  one  occasion  a turbot  weighing 
141b. 

In  any  bays  or  creeks  with  mud  or  sandy  bottoms, 
this  mode  of  fishing  should  give  good  sport,  aii  1 as  the 
lead  weighs  3lb.,  which  is  necessary  to  drive  the  spear 
well  into  the  fish,  the  exertion  of  pulling  up  would  give 
a sufficient  amount  of  exercise  to  circulate  the  blooil. 


SCENES  THAT  GREET  THE  ANGLER. 
Deep  amid  the  arching  woods 
It  is  pleasant  to  recline, 

, When  tbe  dewy  twinkling  leaves 
With  the  early  sunbeams  thine  ; 

Then  the  bending  grass  around, 

Fringing  the  embowering  glade, 

Gleams  as  if  with  diamonds  sown, 

Or  with  Orient  pearls  inlaid. 

Fragrant  then  tbe  breath  of  morn. 

Wafting  over  dew-wet  fields, 

Where  each  lowly  herb  that  springs 
Grateful  incense  lavish  yields. 

And  each  blooming  wildwood  flower. 

Lovely,  gracelul,  as  it  bends 
To  the  wooing  breeze  a dower 
Of  the  choicest  odour  lends. 

By  the  hedges  that  skirt  the  way. 

Thick  the  pink-hued  wild  rose  grows. 

By  the  margin  of  the  brook, 

Red  the  cardinal  blossom  glows. 

In  the  meadow’s  verdant  lap, 

Thick  the  scarlet  strawberries  bloom, 

And  their  soft,  delicious  scent 
Yielits  the  sweetest  of  perfume. 

Countless  as  the  stars  of  heaven 
Are  the  purple  violets  spread, 

Ponring  from  their  honied  cups 
Incense  o’er  the  grassy  bed. 

Deep  amid  those  shady  woods 
It  is  pleasant  to  recline. 

When  the  sultry  beams  of  noon 

O’er  the  swooning  woodlands  shine. 

Then  beneath  some  thick-leaved  beech, 

Or  a pine  tree’s  dusky  shade. 

Or  a willow’s  drooping  bower. 

Pleasant  is  your  refuge  made. 

When  a shade  is  o’er  the  stream. 

And  a ripple  crisps  its  face. 

Soft  and  silent  be  your  tread, 

At  your  favourite  angling  place. 

Then  with  deftest  skill  you  cast 
Silken  line  and  feather’d  lure. 

Soon  your  creel  is  filling  fast 
With  the  spangled,  brilliant  spoil. 

Rich  reward  for  all  your  toil. 

I.  McLellan. 


The  Dee  Salmon  Pishing  Case.— The  First  Division 
of  the  Court  of  Session  to-day  ( Tuesday)  reversed  the 
decision  ol  the  Outer  House,  and  gave  judgment  for  tbe 
defender.  The  dispute  is  between  two  Deeside  pro- 
prietors, and  is  known  as  the  Ardoe  fishing  case.  Au 
action  was  brought  by  Alex.  Milne  Ogston,  of  Ardoe, 
against  David  Stewart,  of  Banchory,  Lrrd  Provost  of 
Aberdeen.  Pursuer  sought  declarator  to  the  so  e right 
to  the  salmon  fishings  opposite  his  lands,  and  aU-i 
opposite  a portion  of  the  glebe  lands  on  which  Mr. 
Stewart  claiuied  right  to  fish  with  rod  an!  Hue.  Proof 
was  led  before  L >rd  Well  wood  in  the  Outer  House,  and 
he  gave  decree  and  interdict,  but  tbe  Court  on  Tuesrlay 
recalled  that,  and  assoilzied  defender  on  the  ground  that 
the  pursuer  bad  failed  to  prove  that  be  or  his  prede- 
cessors had  had  exclusive  possession  for  twenty  years, 
and  that  effect  must  be  given  to  the  new  plea  put  on 
record  in  the  Inner  House,  to  the  effect  that  he  ha 4 uo 
title  to  the  fishings  claimed.  Defenders  were  found 
entitled  to  expenses. 


FOUND  IN  THE  TRAWL. 

The  World’s  Fair  will  not  be  permitted  to  live  o dy 
in  the  memories  of  those  who  saw  it,  and  in  the  ti  s 
of  new^paper8.  The  Bancroft  Company,  Auditorium 
Buildings,  Chicago,  have  in  preparation  what  they  call 
“ The  Book  of  the  Fair,”  which  will  be  a permanent 
and  illustrated  chronicle  of  the  exhibits.  The  text,  m 
by  Hurbert  Howe  Bancroft,  and  the  illustrati'iii  pro- 
fuse. As  pointed  oui  in  tbe  preface,  the  exhibition  of 
18.51  was  contained  in  a single  edifice  of  one  million 
square  feet,  while  the  siiace  occupied  at  the  World  a 
fair  of  to-day  is  eight  or  nine  times  as  great. 

*#****■*_ 

The  Sports  Club,  which  now  has  a membership  of 
upwards  of  3000  representatives  of  every  class  of 
English  sport  and  pastime,  fishing  included,  held  another 
suceesbful  home  dinner  on  Monday  la-t.  Sir  John 
Astloy  presided,  surrounded  by  many  weil  known  gentle- 
men. Au  excellent  “ smoker  ” followed. 

*«,****» 

On  Tuesday  evening  last  the  United  Bro'hevs  Angling 
Society  was  en  fete.  The  occasion  was  a lectn - e by  that 
hard  working  individual,  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  (of  the 
Piscatorial  Siciety),  universally  known  as  (Old  Iziak.” 
Tbe  subject  was  the  “Story  of  the  Tuames,”  and  it  is 
needless  to  say  that  it  was  treated  in  a most  masterly 
manner.  According  to  the  list  before  me,  there  were 
nineteen  prizes  presented  to  club  winners,  consisting  of 
five  o'-e-guineas,  five  half-guineas,  one  10s,,  one  7s-  6<L, 
two  5s.,  one  ^1,  a tea  service,  a cruet  stand,  a,  camp 
stool,  and  a Nottingham  rod.  After  the  distribution 
the  evening  was  devoted  to  harmony,  and  a rno>t  en- 
joyable evening  was  spent.  The  prize  winners  were 
Mes-rs.  W.  Windred,  H.  Fordham,  R.  Champion,  H, 
Tyler,  J.  Steer,  W.  Tyler,  H.  Richards,  W.  Morsle.v, 
jiin.,  J.  Payne,  F.  Peyton,  G.  Belton,  H.  Fennell,  F. 
Beak,  A Venn,  H.  Collins,  C.  Wilderspin,  A.  Smith,  J. 
Martin,  and  F.  Beak. 

******* 

The  prizes  to  the  value  of  .£5,  which  were  to  have 
been  fished  tor  at  Ware  are- “ Where,  and  oh  where 
The  d.mor  (Mr.  Edwin  Cossar  tells  us)  has  gone  aY..-y ; 
left  no  address.”  Well,  well  ; it  is  a great  blessing 
anglers  are  known  to  be  gentle,  or  tbe  individual  whoso 
whereabouts  is  unknown  would  find  himself  a bit 
mixed,  should  he  be  recognised  on  the  t iw- path  one  of 
these  fine  nights,  perhaps  before  he  was  aware. 

#***«*•* 

The  rain  came  down  in  torrents, 

With  a spli-hy-splashy  swash, 

And  it  soaked  the  foolish  fellow 
Who  had  no  mackintosh. 
#**#*** 

St.  Andrew’s  Day  was  celebrated  on  Thursday  (Nor. 
30)  all  over  London  with  concerts,  dinner.s,  and  suppers, 
kilts,  spovans,  and  bagpipes  everywhere;  indeed,  it 
was  “all  Scotch.”  At  the  Freemason  Tavern  the 
Scottish  Corporation  held  their  annual  dinner,  when 
General  Lord  Roberts,  VC.,  who  presided,  was  sur- 
rounded by  many  illustrious  Scotchmen,  and  gave,  in  au 
able  speech,  the  toast  of  the  evening,  “ The  Scottish 
Corporation.”  Numerous  English  gne-ts  were  present, 
and  the  function  was  a pronounced  success. 

# 45:  ^ ^ * 

From  Huntingdon  we  glean  that,  “ The  great  storm  of 
the  other  Saiurd-i-y  anu  Sunday,  ant  some  sjjicoaid 
rains  since,  have  filled  our  river  up  nicely,  and  given  it 
a colour  which  is  just  beautiful ; but  there  are  n >t  miuy 
anglers  out,  and  not  much  has  been  done.  I fancy , in 
the  first  place,  it  was  melted  snow  in  the  river,  as  it  was 
awfully  chilly,  while  the  weather  was  splendid  and 
mild.  However,  the  snow  broth  is  rapidly  getting  clear, 
and  some  good  roach,  chub,  and  pike  fishiug  may  be 

expected.”  ^ 

‘ ******* 

A CORRESPONDENT  reminds  me  that  “ The  much- 
neglected  question  ‘ Why  should  not  anglers’  wives  be 
allowed  to  use  privilege  tickets  ? ’ ” is  again  cropping  up. 
Almost  everything  has  been  said  for  and  against  the 
proposal,  but  a suggestion  has  been  made  which  is  worth, 
considering.  It  is  that  anglers’  privilege  tickets  should 
be  made  to  permit  travelling  by  self  or  with  wife.  The 
idea  is  that  tbe  “ gentler  sex”  shall  not  be  regular 
members  of  the  angling  clubs,  butshall  atte  -d  on  certain 
“ ladies’  ” evenings.  A bond  fide  member  of  an  angling 
club  should  be  allowed  to  pay  double  tbe  price  for  his 
“ d )uble  ” ticket,  and  thereby  be  able  to  take  his  bett'  r 
half  with  him  on  his  angling  excursions  should  he  so 
choose.  Ibis  selfish  to  leave  one's  wife  at  honi- if  she 
would  rather  go,  but  it  is  also  expensive  to  pay  fall  faro 
and  thereby,  perhaps,  be  obliged  to  limit  tb-i  number  of 
visits  to  tbe  river.side.  It  seems  very  probable  that  the 
railway  companies  would  listen  to  the  case  of  the 
“ ladies  ” if  it  were  placed  properly  before  them.” 
******* 

Mr.  F.  Fastidious  (in  a 3rd  class  smoking  carriage): 
“Here,  I bhay,  oonfonnd  it  all! — here  ’ith  all  your 
gentles’ getting  out ! ” Jolly  Angler:  “Never  mind, 
mate  ; I’ve  got  plenty  of  paste.”  


Jhafed  Skin,  Piles,  ScaMs,  Cuts,  Chilblain.s, 
Chapped  Hands,  Sore  Eyes,  Sunburn,  Earache, 
Neuralgic  and  Khenmatic  Pains,  Insect  Bites 
or  Stings,  Throat  Colds,  and  Skin  Ailments, 
QUICKLY  RELIEVED  BY  USE  OF 

CALVERT’S  CARBOLIC  OINIMERT. 

Large  pots,  Is.  l^d.  each,  at  Chemists,  &c.,  or 
post  free  for  value. 

P.  C.  CAI.VEBT  S CO.,  Mancliester. 

Awarded  60  Gold  & Sliver  Medals  & Diplomas, 


THE  OLDEST  & LARGEST 

COMPANY  INSURING  AGAINST 

ACCIDENTS  OE  ALL  KINDS. 

[AT  HOME,  OR  IN  THE  STREETS,  AT  WORK,  OR  AT  PLAY.] 

THE  RAILWAY  PASSENLERS’  ASSURAN6E  COMPANY, 

64  CORNHILL,  LONDON.  iJ!  vlxr”" 


Established  1837. 

Kew  Books,  Old  Books,  Bare  Books, 
Also  out  of  print  Publications,  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  <Sc.  Every  number  of  “The  Pub- 
lishers’ Circular  and  Booksellers’  Record  ” 
(published  every’  Friday,  price  l^A)  contains 
advertisements  respecting  “ Books  Wanted,”  and 
announcements  of  new  works.  A prospeetn^ 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a postcard  request  for  it,  to  the  Pro- 
orietors  of  the  PuhH$her$'  CircvXwr,  St.  Dunstan'f 
House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


460 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


[December  2,  1893 


Price  Is.  6d.  7^^ 

A CHAEMDTG  OLEOGRAPH 

FEINTED  IN  SIXTEEN  COLOUES,  Entitled— 

“AN  EVENING’S  FISHING” 

The  picture  represents  a brace  or  two  of  Trout  just  caught,  after  the  Original  Painting  by  the  late 
T.  G.  TARGETT,  in  possession  of  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 


FOURTH  EDITION  NOW  READY. 

DOMESTICATED  TROUT: 

How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 


BEIiL  & PHIGHARD, 

2,  LUDGATE  CIRCUS,  E.C. 

(Opposite  Cook's  Tourist  Office.) 

Fishing  and  Shooting  Outfits 

A Specialty. 


ALL  GOODS  IHOROUCeiY  SHRDIIK. 


Tourist  and  Easiness  Suits,  to 
measure,  from  £2  10s. 
Scotch  Tweed  Knicker  Suits, 
from  £l  18s.  6d. 


By  LIYIl»^GrSTON  STONE, 

Crown  Svo,  JVs,  fJd. 


GFAMELAND. 


LONDON : SAMPSON  LOW,  MAESTON  & CO.,  LIMITED. 

ST.  DUNSTAN’s  HOUSE,  FETTEE  LANE,  LONDON,  E.c.  | Gamelancl,  tlie  American  Sportsman’s  Illustrated 

MPAMPAiP^  fM  lUIATADn  n lain  I woods 

uAml  Alula  111  lYlA  I AulLlLAIiU  j and  waters,  and  treats  exhaustively  of  Camp  Life,  Wood- 

All  interested  m this  Campaign,  in  South  African  Politics,  and  I craft.  Landscape,  and  general  Natural  History.  It  is 

especWl,  the  Chartered  Company,  should  | practical  and  authentic.  It  tells  of  naturally  wild,  free 

BEAD  the  CHEAP  THIBD  EDITION  of  LORD  RANDOLPH  [ fishings  within  an  hour’s  ride  of  New  York  City. 

CHURCHILL’S  BOOK,  NOW  READY  AT  ALL  THE  I „ 

BOOKSELLERS’,  ' Yearly  (Foreign),  1 dol.  12  cents ; three  trial  numbers,  30  cents, 

MINES,  4ND  ilNIMALS  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA,”  

FULLY  ILLUSTEATED.  Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  price  6s.  AddrOSS— “ G A M E L A N D,” 

LONDON:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MAESTON,  AND  COMPANY,  LIMITED.  1267,  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK,  U.S.A. 
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NOAV  EEADY  AT  ALL  LIBEAEIES. 

CHINESE  CENTRAL  ASIA,  A Hide  to  Little 

Tibet.  With  Fauna  and  Bibliographical  Appendices.  By  Henry  Lan.sdell 
D.D..  M.E.A.S.,  F.E.G.S.,  Author  of  "Through  Siberia,”  “ Eu.ssiaii  Central 
Asia,  &c.  With  Maps  and  nearly  a huuilrod  Illustrations.  In  two  volumes 
ilemy  Svo,  cloth  extra,  36s.  ’ 

NOW  EEADY.  PEIGE  ONE  SHILLING. 

SCRIBNER’S  MAGAZINE.  Christmas  Number. 

Principal  Contents : 

A BAOHELOE’S  CHEISTMAS.  By  Eobert  Grant.  Illustrated  by  Irving  E 
Wiles. 

AN  UNPUBLISHED  WOEK  OF  SIE  WALTEE  SCOTT:  ‘-Private  Letters  of 
King  Janies  s Eeign.”  With  an  Introduction  by  Andrew  Lang. 
CONSTANTINOPLE.  By  F.  Marion  Crawford.  Illustrated  by  Edwin  L.  Weeks. 
AN  AETIST  AMONG  ANIMALS.  Illustrated  by  the  Author,  F.  S.  Church 

A STIAECH  FOE  DELLA  EOBBIAS  IN  ITALY.  By  Allan  Marquand. 
Illustratetl  m Tint. 

Besides  many  other  Stories,  Poems,  and  Descriptive  Articles. 


Loudon  : SAMPSON  LOW,  MAESTON,  and  COMPANY,  Limited.  St.  Dnnstan's 
House,  Fetter-hiiie.  E.C. 


COPENHAGEN  CHERRY  BRANDY 

PETEIt  F.  EESaiirO, 

Furroyor  by  Appolatments  lotheBoyal  Daalfih  and  Imperial  Bueslan  Courta  andH.&.R.  the  Frlnoe  of  Wa.es 
Sold  by  all  respectable  Wine  Merchants. 

■‘Have  you  seen  the  ‘BAR’  SP  OH?” 

AT 

G.  LITTLE  & Co.'S., 

S3,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON,  S.W., 

If  not,  cal  and  see  it,  or  write  for  our  latest  Catalogue, 
which  we  will  send  to  any  address  for  2d.  (cost  of  postage 
only),  containing  everything  required  by  the  Salmon,  Trout, 
Mahseer,  Pike,  and  Bottom  Fisher. 

Only  Address-63,  HAYMARKET,  S.W. 
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NOTICE. 


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday, 
and  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and 
Son’s  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News- 
agents and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department, 
Fishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c., 
should  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Makston,  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses, 
not  necessarily  as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCOBPOEATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  9th,  1893. 


ALLEGED  WHOLESALE  SALMON 
POACHING  AT  BERWICK- ON- 
TWEED.  

A roRREsroA’BENT,  who  finishes  his  letter  with 
the  words,  “ It  is  time  you  made  a row  about  it,’' 
sends  us  the  following  aceount  of  what  he  says  is 
the  present  state  of  affairs  at  Berwick -on - 
Tweed : — 

“ Sir, — The  whole  fishing  population  here  have 
given  themselves  up  to  poaching  salmon.  About 
twenty-four  boats,  with  five  or  six  men  in  each, 
in  broad  daylight,  without  the  least  concealment, 
acting  in  concert,  and  with  no  effective  repres- 
sion, have  been  poaching  salmon  since  the  close 
season  commenced — some  in  fact  before  it  began. 
It  is  also  a fact  that  our  Town  Council  have 
actually  been  discussing  as  to  whether  they  were 
bound  to  protect  the  water  bailiff's  in  case  of  a 
riot ! — ^'ours  truly,  Beuw  k k-on-Tvi  bed.” 

This  is,  if  true,  a sufficieutly  startling  state  of 
affairs,  and  if  allowed  lo  continue  cannot  but 
prove  the  destruction  of  the  Tweed  salmon 
fisheries.  Doubtless  the  Covernment  will  inter- 
fere if  those  delegated  to  cairy  out  tlie  law  of 
the  land  are  too  frightened  or  too  feeble  to 
do  so. 


THE  ELY  FISHERS'  CLUB. 

ANNUAL  DINNER. 

I’liESiDEi)  over  by  Air.  W.  Q.  ( Ircliardson,  R.A., 

D. C.L.,  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Ely  Eisliers’  Club 
was  held  on  Wednesday  evening  in  the  Royal  Vene- 
tian Chamber  of  the  Holborn  Restaurant.  'I'he 
vice-chairs  were  occupied  by  Afr.  R.  B.  Alarstoii 
(Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette)  and  Air.  AVm. 
Senior  (Angling  Editor  of  the  Field).  A very 
large  company  assembled,  and  amongst  those 
who  luid  acce])ted  invitations  to  be  present, 
including  members  and  visitors,  were  the  Yen. 
Archdeacon  Gibbs,  Air.  I).  Christie  Alurray,  Air. 
W.  Armstrong,  Air.  AV.  Ringo  Horton,  Air.  E.  AI. 
Halford,  Air.  R.  B.  Sebomberg,  Air.  AI.  W.  Alorton, 
Air.  T.  R.  Hoare,  Lieut.- Col.  Alurray,  Air.  J. 
Paterson  (English,  Scottish,  and  Australian  Char- 
tered Bank),  Mr.  J.  A.  Nicholay,  Air.  J.  G.  Alortcn, 
Air.  P.  St.  Quintin,  Air.  Francis,  Air.  Walbrau, 
Air.  AI.  Richardson,  Air.  W.  E.  Booth,  Air.  G.  0. 
AIcAdam,  Dr.  Brunton,  Dr.  Wyman,  Mr.  E. 
Alarston,  Air.  E.  P.  Marston,  Air.  A.  Marston,  Mr. 
A.  Lockwood,  Air.  G.  AY.  Daniels,  Mr.  J.  Gr.  A. 
Creighton,  Air.  E.  A.  Clowes,  Air.  R.  Bickersteth, 
Dr.  T.  Outtersen  Wood,  Dr.  P.  S.  Abraham 
Air.  AY.  W.  Box,  Air.  A.  Richards,  Air.  E.  H. 
Browne,  Air.  H3’.  Criflith,  Air.  R.  C.  Blundell, 
Mr.  L.  W.  Bangs,  Air.  J.  B.  Close,  Air.  Sydney 
Shum,  Dr.  Gowlarid,  Rev.  AY.  Blackmore,  Air.  AA^. 
Thomas,  Air.  J.  Wilkinson,  Air.  Arthur  Price, 
Air.  J.  T.  P.  Pechey,  Mr.  G.  S.  Russell,  Air.  J.  E. 
Vux,  Air.  H.  F.  Norris,  Mr.  S.  Allcock,  Air.  C. 
H.  Cook  (“  John  Bickerdyke  ”),  Air.  F.  Sandeman, 
Dr.  Orton,  Air.  H.  Ffennell,  Mr.  J.  AY.  Blakey, 
Air.  J.  AY.  A.  Calkin,  Air.  David  AYilson  (hon. 
secretary),  Air.  H.  Howse,  Air.  T.  A.  Alitchell, 
Air.  C.  j.  Port,  Mr.  AY.  D.  Galpin,  Rev.  H.  H.  A'”. 
Kii  ke,  Air.  H.  T.  Bagster,  Air.  G.  H.  Howard,  Air. 

E.  J.  Aliddelton,  Alr.R.  Pinkney, Rev.  H.  G.  Veitch, 
Air.  A.  AY.  Cooper,  Air.  G.  E.  AI.  Skues,  Air.  A. 
Roscoe,  Air.  AY.  E.  Laurie,  Air,  U.  R.  Alien,  Air. 
R.  AY.  Lloyd,  Air.  N.  Lloyd,  Air.  T.  Andrews,  Air. 
Basil  Field,  Air.  T.  Aitken,  Air.  W.  T.  Boydell, 
juu.,  Air.  J.  Ratersou  (Broads,  Patersou,  & Go.), 
Mr.  T.  J.  Hodson,  &e.  Prior  to  the  diiiuer  the 
members  of  the  club  and  their  friends  assembled 
ill  the  Piscatorial  Sceiety's  saloon,  where  the  line 
stuffed  specimen  fish  were  as  usual  the  centre  of 
mncli  attraction  and  admiration.  In  the  course 
of  the  evening  letters  containing  expressions  of 
regret  at  not  being  able  to  be  ])resent  at  the 
dinner  were  announced  from  Sir  L.  Smith 
Gordon,  Dr.  Hamilton,  Dr.  AViblin,  Dr.  Cheadle, 
Sir  Thomas  Brady,  Air.  A.  D.  Berrington,  Air  T. 
P.  Havksley,  Air.  A.  Godwin,  Rev.  R.  Glover, 
Air.  A.  AY.  Corrie,  Air.  G.  W.  Diekin,  and  others. 

The  A"eu.  Archdeacon  Gibrs  having  said  grace, 
the  Chairman  gave  “The  Queen  and  Royal 
Family,”  which  was  followed  by  the  National 
Anthem. 

Rising  again,  the  Chairman,  who  was  enthusi- 
astically received,  then  proposed  the  toast  of  the 
evening.  He  said:  (jlentleraen, — We  are  so 
accustomed  to  see  in  this  chair  some  past  master 
in  the  fascinating  art  which  we  all  so  much  love, 
that  the  presence  here  of  a novice — a mere 
novice — demands  at  once  not  only  an  expla- 
nation hut  an  apology.  The  apology  I hasten 
to  proffer,  but  the  explanation,  I confess, 
brats  me.  As  a loyal  member  of  the  club  I 
obeyed  your  committee,  and  in  their  reasons  lies 
the  lost  explanation.  As  you  know,  the  reasons 
of  committees  are  not  always  easy  to  find, 
or,  when  found,  readily  understood.  If,  how- 
ever, I might  hazard  a guess,  I should  say  that 
your  committee,  imbued  with  the  restless  spirit 
of  the  age,  hungered  after  a change.  Finding 
they  could  not  change  for  the  better,  they — boldly 
dai-ing — did  the  other  thing,  and  you  and  I, 
gentlemen,  arc  the  victims.  (Laughter.)  There 
are  feme  things,  perhaps,  in  1110011  we  novices 
may  not  yield  to  the  deadliest  veteran,  and  of 
these  are  our  infatuation  with  our  sport  and 
our  love  foi-  our  club.  In  our  sport  we 
have  even  some  advantages.  AA^e  have  so 
much  to  leai  n,  and  we  learn  so  little,  and  we  learn 
so  slowly, that  the  subtle  pleasure  of  aci|uiring 
knowledge  seems  assured  to  us  for  the  natural 
term  of  our  existence.  And  then  again,  when  we 
sally  forth,  armed  at  all  poitits,  offensive  and 
defensive,  rod  and  net,  waders  and  water) iroofs, 
wo  arc  still  siniple  enoiigli  to  believe  tliat  the 
>veatlier  may  not  be  altogether  wrong,  and  we  are 


lia])])y.  (Hear,  hear.)  Even  when  we  begin  lo 
suspect  the  fatal  truth  that  the  weather  is  never 
altogether  right,  it  is  only  a suspicion,  and  we  arc 
not  soured.  (Laughter.)  Wo  take  the  blank 
days  as  they  come,  and  they  come  often  (laugliter), 
and  when  we  begin  sooner  or  later  lo  acquire  the 
well  know  habit  of  losing  “ whoppers  ” we  feel 
like  veterans,  and  'w’ith  a rneful  grin  try  hard  to 
think  that  ’tis  better  to  have  hocked  and  lost 
than  never  to  have  hooked  at  all.  (Laughter  and 
cheers.)  The  toast  I have  the  honour  to  propose, 
gentlemen,  is  “The  Ely  Fishers’ Club.”  (Cheers.)  It 
is,  1 need  hardly  say,  undoubtedly  the  best  club  in 
London.  This  is,  of  course,  well  known  among 
the  members,  and  I only  mention  it  for  the  benefit 
of  strangers,  who  are  perhaps  less  likely  to  know. 
AYe  anglers  never  boast  more  than  we  can  help — 
but  this  I will  say,  that  in  the  essential  (jualities 
of  a club,  that  is,  singleness  of  pur))cse  and 
good  fellowship  among  its  members,  the  Ely 
Fishers’  Club  is  uni()ue.  In  speaking  of  the 
club,  our  thoughts  turn  at  once  to  its  devoted 
secretary,  our  good  friend  Air.  AYilson.  His 
absence  for  so  long  in  search  of  health  has  kept 
the  club  in  a state  of  great  and  sympathetic 
anxiety,  while  his  return  in  what  we  are  glad  to 
think  an  improving  condition,  is  a welcome  and  a 
joyous  event  to  us  all.  (Cheers.)  Then  there  is 
his  locum  lenens,  Air.  Booker,  who  stepped  in  so 
gallantly  to  fill  his  place,  and  who  did  the  work 
so  faithfully,  and  whose  absence  to-night  through 
illness  we  all  so  much  regret.  (Hear,  hear  ) AA'^e 
owe  him  our  warmest  thanks  (cheers),  and  I am 
sure  we  all  join  in  sending  him  our  sincere  con- 
dolences and  our  heartiest  wishes  for  his  speedy 
recovery.  (Hear,  hear.)  AVith  regard  to  the 
present  position,  condition,  and  prospects  of  the 
club,  I will  say  nothing,  being  only  too  delighted 
to  leave  you  in  the  far  abler  hands  of  our  friend, 
the  honorary  treasurer  (Air.  Alarston),  who  is  not 
only  a past  master,  but  a mentor,  guide,  .and 
historian  in  the  mysteries  of  our  gentle,  if  some- 
what argumentative,  craft.  He  will  tell  you 
more  in  five  minutes  than  I could  suggest  in 
half  an  hour.  In  now  asking  you  to  drink  to  the 
Ely  Fishers’  Club,  I wish  to  believe  that  there  are 
many  here  to-night  as  guests  who  will  themsehe 
be  part  of  tiiis  toast  when  it  is  next  pre  posed 
from  this  chair.  (Cheers.)  Gentlemen,  I give  3 on 
the  “ The  Ely  Fishers’  Club.”  (Renewed  ebeors.) 

Air.  R.  B.  AIakston,  wliowas  cordially  received, 
responded  on  behalf  of  tho  club,  and  said  that,  as 
the  honorary  treasurer,  he  had  been  asked  for 
about  the  tenth  time  (laughter)  to  reply  to 
the  toast  of  the  Fly  Fishers’  Club.  AYell,  he 
remembered  that  on  Dec.  9,  1885,  wheu  he  was 
in  that  same  position,  he  had  to  congratulate 
the  members  upon — he  knew  they  would  like  to 
know  how  their  monetary  matters  stood — the  fact 
of  there  being  a balance  at  the  bankers,  after  pay- 
ing all  expenses,  of  .£80.  The  other  day  he  had 
written  to  Alessrs.  Goutts  to  know  in  what  posi- 
tion their  funds  were  now,  and  he  was  pleased  to 
say  that,  up  to  the  30ih  ult.,  and  after  paying 
their  rent  to  the  end  of  the  year,  they  had  a 
balance  in  band  of  £383.  (Cheers.)  They  would, 
he  felt  sure,  agree  with  him  that  that  was 
a very  satisfactory  condition  of  att'airs.  (Hear, 
hear.)'  A.s  regarded  the  number  of  members 
belonging  to  the  club,  in  consequence  of  the 
illness  of  their  friend.  Air.  David  AYilson,  who, 
as  they  knew,  had  been  away  for  the  benefit 
of  his  health,  and  also  owing  to  the  illness  of  Air. 
Booker,  their  hon.  sec.  pro  (ejii..,  he  was  not  in  a 
position  that  evening  to  furnish  them  with  the 
exact  number,  but  he  could  tell  them  this,  that 
the  club  had  a larger  membership  than  ever 
before.  (Hear,  hear,  and  cheers.)  The  resigna- 
tions had  been  smaller  since  they  last  met  at 
their  annual  dinner,  and  they  bad  had  to  lament 
the  death  of  only  one  member,  he  believed — Alajor- 
General  Sir  G.  Teesdale,  AbG. — who  was  one  of 
the  original  members  of  tho  club.  Proceeding, 
Air.  Alarston  said  he  felt  that  they  would  all 
agree  with  him  that  tliey  owed  a debt  of  gratitude 
to  Air.  Booker,  who  had  carried  on  the  duties  of 
secretary  during  Air.  AVilson’s  absence,  and  he 
regretted  that  he  (Air.  Booker)  bad  been  pre- 
vented from  being  with  them  that  evening, 
because  he  had  done  so  much  on  behalf  of  the 
club.  (Hear,  hear.)  As  regarded  Air.  AYilson 
(cheers),  they  were  greatly  indebted  to  him, 
especially  in  connection  with  the  musical  arrange- 
ments, arid  he  did  nob  know  what  the  Fly  Fishers’ 
Club  would  have  done  but  for  his  assistance  in 
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that  direction.  They  were  all  greatly  pleased  to 
see  him  amongst  them  that  evening.  (Cheers.) 
The  position  of  the  club  being  so  satisfactory,  he 
thought  he  need  not  enlarge  upon  it ; but  there 
was  one  very  important  matter  to  which  he  would 
like  for  a moment  to  direct  their  attention,  and 
that  was  the  threatening  destruction  of  our 
lovely  rural  scenery  by  the  advertisements  which 
were  now  to  be  seen  in  the  fields,  and  even  on 
the  banks  of  their  favourite  rivers.  The  members 
of  the  Fly  Fishers’  Club,  living  as  they  did  in  all 
parts  of  the  country,  would,  he  felt  sure,  do  all  they 
could  to  prevent  this  desecration  of  our  landscape. 
(Hear,  hear.)  They  all  knew  that  ever  since 
Walton’s  time  milkmaids  and  anglers  had  always 
been  on  the  best  of  terms.  (Laughter.)  Well, 
he  would  just  give  them  an  instance  of  the 
extent  to  which  the  modern  system  of  adver- 
tising had  permeated  to  the  remotest  districts. 
He  was  fishing  in  Devonshire,  and  on  his  way  to 
the  river  one  fine  morning,  he  met  a pretty  milk- 
maid. (Laughter.)  Of  course  he  made  a bow,  and 
said,  “ Where  are  you  going  to,  my  pretty  maid  ?” 
fully  expecting  to  get  the  well-known  reply. 
.Judge  of  his  astonishment  then,  when  the  fair 
maiden,  with  a curtsey,  said,  “ Good  morning ! 
Have  you  used  Pears’  soap?”  (Great  laughter.) 
Mr.  Marston  then  suggested  that  they  should 
nvite  the  gentlemen  who  blotted  the  scenery 
with  their  advertisements  to  their  next  annual 
dinner,  when  he  was  sure  they  would  be  con- 
vinced of  the  error  of  their  ways.  (Hear,  hear, 
and  laughter.) 

Mr.  W.  PiNGO  Horton  next  proposed  the  health 
of  “The  Visitors,”  and  in  doing  so  said  he  felt 
sure  the  toast  would  receive  their  most  cordial 
support.  (Cheers.)  It  was,  he  said,  the  presence 
of  the  visitors  which  added  so  much  to  the 
pleasure  and  variety  of  their  annual  dinners. 

( Hear,  hear.)  They  bad  with  them  that  evening 
gentlemen  distinguished  in  art,  in  literature, 
and  in  other  professions,  and  he  coupled  with  the 
toast  the  names  of  Mr.  Armstrong  and  Mr.  D. 
Christie  Murray.  (Cheers.)  On  behalf  of  the 
club  he  extended  to  the  visitors  a very  hearty 
welcome,  and  he  trusted  that  many  of  them  would 
become  members  of  the  society,  and  that  at  next 
year’s  dinner  they  would  bring  with  them  as 
many  friends  as  they  could.  (Cheers.) 

In  replying,  Mr.  W.  Armstrong  said  his  angling 
experiences  were  derived  at  a time  when  he  was 
a sma'l  boy  in  kilts,  and  went  in  for  what  he 
believed  was  called  the  “ chuck  and  chance  it  ” 
business,  and  the  still  more  nefarious  practice  of 
“guddling.”  (Jjaughter.)  In  conclusion,  Mr. 
Armstrong  warmly  thanked  them  for  the  way 
in  which  they  had  drunk  the  healthsof  the  visitors, 
and  for  having  paid  him  the  compliment  of 
associating  his  name  with  the  toast. 

Mr.  D.  Christie  Murray  also  acknowledged 
the  toast,  and  said  that  his  dear  old  friend  Mr. 
William  Senior  had  supplied  him  with  a text. 
Years  and  years  ago  he  (Mr.  Senior)  wrote  a 
story  called  “ Hooked  Foul.”  Ho  (Mr.  Murray) 
did  not  know  anything  about  their  confounded 
technicalities  (laughter),  but  he  know  he  had 
been  hooked  foul.  (More  laughter ) Since  he 
had  come  into  that  sin-stained  apartment  he  had 
heard  much  said  in  praise  of  a gentleman  who 
for  years  he  had  esteemed,  and  for  whom  he  held  a 
manly  affection.  If  he  had  beard  those  words 
of  praise  expended  upon  him  two  hours  ago  there 
was  no  man  in  London  who  would  have  more 
heartily  given  expression  to  them  than  the 
speaker.  He  referred  to  Mr.  David  Wilson. 
(Cheers  ) Under  the  pretext  of  giving  him 
a pleasant  evening,  their  hon.  secretary  had 
brought  him  down  to  the  dinner,  and  never  per- 
mitted him  to  learn,  until  he  had  taken  his  seat, 
that  he  would  be  expected  to  respond  to 
the  toast  of  the  Visitors.  That  was  a cruelty 
to  the  literary  animal  which  rei|uired  prom]it 
and  emphatic  protest,  but  he  would  endure 
it,  and  forgive  Mr.  Wilson  hereafter,  but 
in  a way  which  he  could  only  tell  him  personally 
and  privately  at  their  own  club.  (Laughter.) 
He,  however,  was  about  to  take  revenge  upon 
him  (laughter) ; ho  was  going  to  tell  them  two 
stories  to  the  discredit  of  the  profession  of  ily- 
fishing  which  he  honoured.  (Laughter  ) He  (Mr. 
Murray)  knewnothingaboutfiy-fishing  apart  from 
a lesson  Mr.  Senior  once  gave  him,  some  seven- 
teen or  eighteen  years  ago,  down  at  Rickmans- 
worth.  Mr.  Senior  undertook  to  show  him 
the  way  in  which  a fly  should  be  cast,  and  he 


taught  him  to  form  a figure  of  8 iu  the  air,  and 
he  hooked  the  biggest  catch  he  had  ever  had. 
(Laughter.)  At  the  very  first  cast  he  hooked 
Mr.  Senior  by  the  lobe  of  the  ear.  (Laughter.) 
Since  that  time  he  had  never  attempted  fiy-fish- 
ing,  for  it  occurred  to  him  that  he  had  done  all 
that  Providence  could  expect  of  him  in  that 
direction.  (Laughter.)  He  had  been  told  that 
fly-fishing  was  the  contemplative  man’s  recrea- 
tion. About  two  months  ago,  being  pretty  tired, 
having  had  a heavy  spell  of  literary  work,  he  (Mr. 
Murray)  went  on  a visit  to  contemplate  the 
Wharfe.  One  bitterly  cold  day  whilst  on  the 
banks  of  the  river,  he  saw  another  contemplative 
man  in  waders  on  the  other  side,  where  the 
stream  “runs  beryl  deep  and  sapphire  clear.” 
He  was  fishing  in  water  up  to  within  an  inch  of 
the  limit  of  his  wading  socks.  He  (Mr.  Murray) 
sat  in  such  shelter  as  he  could  find,  smoked  his 
pipe,  thanked  God  he  was  not  a fly-fisherman 
(laughter),  and  contemplated  the  other  con- 
templative man.  (Laughter.)  He  contemplated 
Mr.  Murray,  with  the  result  that  he  suddenly 
stepped  into  6ft.  of  water,  but  he  eventually  got 
out  with  the  aid  of  his  landing-net,  and  he  dared 
not  tell  them  what  he  said  when  he  did  reach 
shore.  (Laughter.)  If  he  did  they  would  none  of 
them  for  their  own  souls’  sake  ever  dare  to  go  fly- 
fishing again.  (Laughter  ) But  the  subject  was 
irrelevant,  and  he  now  very  heartily  thanked  the 
members  of  the  Fly  Fishers’  Club  for  their  recep- 
tion and  hospitality.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  R.  B.  ScnoMBERG,  in  proposing  “ The 
Artistes,”  referred  to  the  most  delightful  pro- 
gramme of  music,  singing,  and  recitation  which 
they  had  entertained  them  to.  (Cheers.)  They 
all  flit  much  indebted  to  the  artistes,  and  he 
heartily  thanked  them  for  their  kindness  in 
entertaining  them  in  the  excellent  manner  they 
had  done  tiiat  evening.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  John  Proctor  suitably  acknowledged  the 
toast,  after  which 

Mr.  F.  M.  HALi'ORn,  in  rising  to  propose  the 
health  of  “The  Chairman,”  said:  When  this 

time  last  year  I had  the  honour  of  addressing 
you,  it  was  with  far  different  feelings  than  those 
experienced  now.  I confess  that  I was  suffering 
from  a somewhat  severe  attack  of  what,  in  my 
schoolboy  days,  we  called  “funk,”  engendered, 
no  doubt,  by  the  anxiety  inseparable  from  the 
position  I was  occupying.  This  year,  however,  it 
IS  my  privilege  to  propose  a toast  which  will 
certainly  be  received  by  you  with  the  utmost 
enthusiasm,  “The  Health  of  the  Chairman.” 
Coming,  as  it  does,  at  the  end  of  the  toast 
list,  at  a time  when  so  many  of  you  are 
anxious  to  get  away,  not  that  you  are 
tired  of  the  admirable  musical  entertainment 
provided,  but  from  a desire  to  catch  your  last 
trains  home,  it  is  essential  that  this  speech 
should  be  as  brief  as  possible.  Hence,  I think, 
that  the  arrangement  (suggested  by  my  friend 
Basil  Field)  of  selecting  the  chairman  of  the 
previous  year  to  propose  this  toast  is  an 
admirable  one,  as  ensuring  him  for  one  year 
at  least  the  chance  of  a comparatively  easy  time. 
In  reference  to  our  good  friend  Mr.  Urchardson, 
it  would  be  an  insult  to  your  intelligence  to 
imagine  that  you  are  not  as  fully  impressed  as  I 
am  myself  by  the  prominent  position  iu  his  own 
profession  held  by  a painter  who  can  ^ilace  after 
his  name  the  title  of  Royal  Academician. 
(Cheers.)  I can  tell  you  from  experience  that,  as 
a fisherman  he  unites  in  his  own  person  the 
utmost  keenness  for  the  pursuit  with  that  quality 
so  eminently  characteristic  of  the  true  angler,  the 
unselfishness  that  ever  prompts  him  to  wish  his 
friend  to  get  the  best  sport.  (Hear,  hear.) 
Whether  in  fair  weather  or  in  foul,  whether 
at  the  riverside  during  the  day,  or  at  the  fireside 
in  the  evening,  he  is  ever  the  same  cheery  com- 
panion, full  of  amusing  anecdote  and  trite 
epigram.  As  chairman  of  a public  dinner  you 
have  yourselves  witnessed  his  demeanour  and 
tact,  and  will,  I am  sure,  agree  with  me 
that  he  has  discha-ged  the  arduous  duties  of  this 
diiiicult  position  in  a manner  which  must  merit 
our  hearty  and  unanimous  thanks.  (Cheers.) 
Such,  gentlemen,  briefly  is  the  character  of  the 
man  we  are  all  called  upon  to  honour  by  wishing 
him  health  and  long  life,  and  offering  him  our 
grateful  thanks  for  the  honour  he  has  conferred 
upon  us  by  presiding  this  evening.  Gentlemen, 
I give  you  the  healih  of  “ The  Chairman,  Mr. 
W.  Q.  Orchardson,  R.A.,  D.C.L.” 


The  Chairman,  in  replying,  thanked  the  com-  ;( 
pany  very  heartily  for  the  way  in  which  they  |i 
had  received  the  toast,  and  the  proceedings  || 
shortly  afterwards  terminated. 

During  the  evening  an  excellent  programme  of  ji 
song.s,  recitations,  violin  solos,  &c.,  was  contri-  I' 
buttd  by  Messrs.  William  Nicholl,  Dalgety  Hen- 
derson, Bantock  Pierpoint,  F.  H.  Cheese wright,  :i 
Victor  Bnziau,  John  Proctor,  and  B.  J.  Odell. 
The  efforts  of  the  artistes  greatly  contributed  to  ; 
the  pleasures  of  the  evening,  and  they  were  loudly  1 
applauded  by  a most  appreciative  audience.  We  ■ 
should  add  that  Mr.  James  Kift  efficiently  pre- 
sided at  the  pianoforte.  : 


LUCKY  DAYS. 


By  David  Wilson.  ; 

The  miseries  of  the  man  who  goes  to  spend  his  i, 
holidays  in  the  pursuit  of  the  angler’s  fascinating  j 
sport  have  been  made  the  theme  of  writers  and  ' 
club  gossips  ever  since  writing  on  such  matters  I 
became  fashionable  and  angling  clubs  were  in-  I 
vented.  As  for  myself,  I can  honestly  say  that  I j 
never  yet  felt  thoroughly  miserable  by  the  river-  j 
side,  even  when  things  were  at  their  worst,  and  | 
the  weather  must  be  very  bad  indeed  to  keep  me  | 
away  from  it.  Change  of  scene  and  a study  of  | 
the  ferce  naiiiroe—now,  alas  ! becoming  scarcer 
and  more  wary  every  year — were  always  sufficient 
for  me  when  sport  was  at  its  worst,  or  even 
impossible. 

By  this  persistent  habit  of  frequenting  the 
river  when  on  holiday  I have  had  what  may  be  1 
cjlled  “ lucky  days,”  and  it  is  of  one  of  these  that  j 
I now  write.  It  was  in  the  month  of  June,  in  the 
north.  The  days  were  so  bright  that  trout  fish-  | 
ing  w'as  hopeless  except  after  sunset,  and  the  few  | 
grilse  and  salmon  in  the  river  were,  on  account 
of  the  lowness  of  the  water,  extremely  difficult 
to  negotiate.  Salmon  anglers  had  practically 
given  up  fishing  in  despair,  and  for  weeks  there 
had  been  no  record  of  the  capture  of  more 
than  an  odd  fish  in  my  neighbourhood.  Bui 
in  spite  of  the  discouraging  reports,  I accepted 
without  hesitation  the  opportunity  to  fish  a fine 
stretch  of  water  some  miles  distant  from 
my  usual  quarters.  This  I had  got  through 
the  good  offices  of  a friend,  and  as  I had 
not  been  on  that  part  of  the  river  for  many 
years,  I looked  forward  to  enjoying  myself,  fish 
or  no  fish.  The  keeper  lived  near  the  railway 
station,  some  two  miles  from  the  head  of  the 
water,  which  was  of  considerable  extent.  Ho 
and  his  son  John  met  me  on  arrival,  and  we 
walked  to  the  scene  of  operations  through  some 
of  the  finest  scenery  in  the  “land  of  cakes.” 
The  road  ran  high  above  the  river,  following  the 
windings  of  the  stream  through  a lovely  wood. 
From  between  the  trees,  in  their  freshest  green, 
we  caught  glimpses  of  the  most  picturesque 
views,  and  halted  now  and  then  in  an  open  space 
to  gaze  on  the  far-spreading  landscape  composed 
of  hill  and  glen  and  forest,  with  more  peaceful 
bits  of  pastoral  scenery  in  the  foreground.  The 
day  was  decidedly  warm,  and  I elected  to  begin 
as  soon  as  wo  struck  the  water,  leaving  the 
keeper  and  his  son  to  proceed  about  a mile 
further  to  don  their  wading  gear,  which  they 
kept  at  the  fishing  lodge  on  tne  estate.  Botti 
were  decidedly  the  reverse  of  hopeful  as  to  my 
chances  of  success,  and  in  such  cases  I rather 
like  to  be  left  alone.  I leisurely  mounted  a small 
fly  on  a very  fine  salmon  cast,  allowing  myself 
ample  time  to  cool  down,  and  keeping  out  of  the 
blazing  sun  in  the  shade  of  the  alders  which  hpe 
grew  profusely.  I fished  the  first  pool,  which 
was  broad  and  deep,  without  a sign.  At  the  end 
of  this  the  river  divided,  and  the  next  pool  was 
formed  by  the  two  streams  running  together 
again  at  an  angle.  The  stream  on  my  side  did 
not  look  as  if  it  would  hold  fish,  so  I waded  in 
some  distance  and  threw  across  into  the  other, 
my  light  cast  doubling  back  with  a gentle 
breeze  which  had  sprung  up  and  was  blowing 
almost  directly  up  stream.  After  fishing  a few 
yards,  1 found  as  my  line  straightened  out  with 
the  current,  that  a lish  of  some  sort,  which  had 
apjjarently  no  inclination  to  show  itself,  had  taken 
the  lly.  As  the  resistance  was  not  great  I 
began  to  wind  in,  and  then  discovered  that  I had 
hooked  a small  grilse,  which  gave  very  little 
sport  and  behaved  in  rather  an  extraordinary 
manner  altogether.  It  made  no  rush,  and  on  my 
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putting  on  sonic  stiain  it  spun  round  and  round 
in  most  jicculiar  fashion.  Ilowevn',  T had  to  ho 
cautions,  as  the  gut  was  lino  and  .lohn  had  care- 
fully taken  my  gaff  along  with  him.  It  was 
impossible  to  draw  the  fi-h  ashore,  as  the  stones 
were  rough  and  uneven,  so  on  its  showing  signs 
of  exhaustion,  I wound  up  short,  and  slipped  my 
finger  through  its  gills.  An  examination  jiroved 
that  it  must  have  taken  the  fly  whilequite  slack  and 
swallowed  if.  Then  on  the  tightening  of  the  line 
the  hook  had  slipped  back  and  caught  in  one  of 
the  ventricles,  and  as  a matter  of  fact  the  barb 
had  never  penetrated  the  mouth  at  all.  I was 
rather  p'eased  with  my  capture,  as  the  keeper 
bad  expressed  a very  confident  opinion  that  there 
was  not  a grilse  in  the  water.  As  I was  landing 
the  fish  1 descried  the  young  keeper  in  the 
distance  at  the  tail  of  the  stream  below, 
which  was  of  considerable  length.  He  shortly 
joined  me,  and  as  we  proceeded  downward  he  told 
me  of  having  “ rugged  ” what  appeared  to  be  a 
heavy  fish  about  half-way  down  the  stream  I 
have  mentioned.  I concluded  to  try  again  here, 
and,  having  regained  possession  of  my  gaff,  I got 
into  the  water  while  he  went  further  on.  He  had 
indicated  exactly  to  me  where  the  fish  lajq  just 
behind  a large  stone  in  the  middle  of  the  stream. 
On  reaching  the  spot  I distinctly  felt  a touch  as 
my  fly  swung  round  below  the  stone.  At  the 
next  cast  it  was  repeated,  and  I woke  up  to  find 
myself  fast  in  a large  branch  of  an  alder,  which 
had  been  lying  submerged  in  the  eddy  behind  the 
stone  ! And  now  f found  myself  on  the  horns  of 
a dilemma.  The  alder  branch  was  far  too  heavy 
to  wind  in,  and  I discovered  that  I could  not  get 
to  shore  without  retracing  my  steps,  on  account 
of  the  deepening  of  the  water  between  me  and 
the  bank.  I did  not  feel  inclined  to  lose  either 
fly  or  cast,  so  I began  to  retreat  slowly,  latting 
out  line  as  gradually  as  possible,  as  the  now 
dislodged  branch  began  to  sweep  down  with  the 
current.  I got  to  bank  none  loo  soon,  as  there 
was  only  a yard  or  two  of  line  left  on  my  reel, 
and  even  then  I had  to  play  that  branch  for  some 
fifty  yards  further,  till  it  got  into  deeper  and  more 
sluggish  water  and  I gaffed  it  from  a convenient 
rock.  On  rounding  the  bend  caused  by  this  same 
rock  I found  father  and  son,  seated  and  calmly 
smoking  their  pipes.  In  spite  of  ray  grilse,  which 
they  evidently  viewed  with  a mingled  feeling  of 
astonishment  and  disgust,  they  thought  it  was  no 
use  fishing.  It  was  far  too  bright,  the  river  was 
too  low,  and  besides,  had  they  not  been  fishing 
for  three  weeks  without  getting  a single  fish  P 
The  spirit  of  mischief  came  upon  me,  and  I 
gravely  told  John  that  I had  hooked  and  landed 
the  big  fish  he  had  “rugged”  on  his  way  up  to 
me,  and  he  would  find  it  lying  on  the  rock  just 
round  the  bend.  I did  not  dispute  with  them  as 
to  the  hopelessness  of  the  conditions,  so  after 
some  whisky  and  a strong  dose  of  the  elder 
keeper’s  advice  to  use  large  flies,  by  which  he 
swore,  and  “ good  strong  gut,”  I expressed  a 
desire  to  just  run  over  the  water  by  myself  as  I 
had  not  seen  it  since  I was  a boy.  It  was  then 
agreed  that  John  should  catch  me  up  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  water  at  a certain  hour,  and 
cross  me  by  the  boat,  which  was  kept  on  the  low- 
most  pool,  to  the  other  side  in  time  to  catch  a train 
from  a station  which  was  then  nearer  than  the 
one  at  which  I had  arrived.  I fished  more  or 
less  mechanically  over  the  water  which  inter- 
vened without  success,  using  various  patterns 
and  sizes  of  the  orthodox  flies  and  those  sacred 
to  the  locality.  On  arriving  at  the  “ Boat  pool.” 
I again  put  up  a fine  cast,  with  a small  “ Black 
Fancy”  at  the  end  of  it.  The  pool  was  a 
magnificent  one,  broad,  and  with  a good 
current,  and  in  the  centre  of  the  stream  there 
were  two  rocks  showing  above  the  water  in 
its  then  low  state.  They  were  about  fifty 
yards  apart,  and  I commenced  immediately 
below  the  upper  one.  I couhl,  by  making  a 
fairly  long  cast,  get  ray  fly  in  line  with  it ; but 
the  second  one  was  a few  yards  furfher  out,  and 
the  water  deepened  so  that  I could  not  wade  so 
far.  By  this  time  I had  begun  to  feel  a little  of 
the  old  keeper’s  despondency,  and  had  no  expecta- 
tions of  getting  a fish.  However,  on  approaching 
the  rock  my  mood  suddenly  changed,  and  I 
determined  that  if  I could  not  get  a fish  I would 
at  all  events  land  my  fly  on  the  rock.  To  effect 
this  rather  absurd  “ project  ” I had  to  wade  care- 
fully as  deep  as  my  wading  stockings  would  allow, 
and  throw  every  inch  of  line  that  my  16ft.  rod  of 


lancewood  would  carry.  But,  as  they  say  in  the 
north,  I “ made  out  my  point,”  and  by  a supremo 
effort  I landed  the  fly  fairly  on  the  rock.  1 could 
hear,  in  the  stillness,  the  metal  strike  the  stone, 
and,  to  my  great  astonishment,  as  the  hook 
rebounded  and  fell  into  the  eddy,  it  was  imme- 
diately seized  by  a salmon  of  fair  proportions. 
For  a couple  of  minutes  I had  rather  an  exciting 
time  of  it ; but  then  the  fish  began  to  act  some- 
what in  the  same  manner  as  the  grilse  had 
previously  done.  1 was  obliged  to  lead  it  down 
stream,  and  as  here  the  shallow  was  replaced  by 
a steep,  uneven  bank,  it  was  rather  a difficult 
place  to  tackle  a salmon  single  handed.  H owever, 
1 was  in  luck  again,  as  at  the  bottom  of  the  pool, 
where  the  bank  ended,  I discovered  a man  filling  a 
water-cart.  The  season  had  been  an  exceptionally 
dry  one,  and  the  well  at  the  adjoining  farm 
having  given  out,  they  were  obliged  to  fetch 
water  for  domestic  purposes  from  the  river. 
My  new  found  friend  was  evidently  in  the  habit 
of  using  the  gaff,  and  moreover,  was  inclined  to 
give  me  advice  as  to  how  and  where  the  fish 
should  be  landed.  But  politely  declining  to 
listen  to  this,  I posted  him  at  a break  in  the  bank 
some  distance  below  me,  and  told  him  to  wait  till 
I brought  the  fish  to  him.  He  accepted  the 
position,  and  after  I had  steered  the  fish  over 
some  stunted  alders  and  willows,  which  grew  on 
the  edge  of  the  stream,  it  was  gaffed  in  a very 
workmanlike  manner.  Having  rendered  my 
thanks  in  the  usual  manner,  we  guessed  at  the 
weight  of  the  fish,  which  at  the  station  scaled 
Iblbs.  Whether  it  was  that  the  young  keeper  was 
angry  when  he  found  out  the  joke  I had  played 
on  liim,  I never  knew;  but  he  certainly  did  not 
turn  up  to  ferry  me  across  the  river.  However, 
my  friend  of  the  water-cart  was  equal  to  the 
occasion,  and  so  put  me  under  another  obligation. 
It  may  be  said  that  this  was  no  great  fishing 
after  all.  but  under  llie  circumsta.nces  I think  it 
may  fairly  rank  as  a “ lucky  day.”  As  account- 
ing for  the  peculiar  behaviour  of  the  salmon,  I 
may  mention  that  it  was  hooked  in  the  roof  of 
the  mouth,  well  towards  the  gullet,  which  would 
point  to  the  conclusion  that  it  also  had  seized 
the  fly  when  the  line  was  perfectly  slack  and 
swallowed  it  well  down.  I did  not  “ strike”  in 
either  case.  In  fact,  I never  do  strike  a salmon 
except  in  very  slow  running  water,  but  always 
make  a practice  of  winding  a fish  up  short  at 
once,  and  putting  on  sufiicient  strain  to  make  sure 
that  the  hook  has  gone  home. 


WINGS. 


“ Ah  me  ! if  I had  but  wings.” — W.  E.  Henley. 

“ White  wings,  they  never  grow  whiskers.” 

— Comic  Song. 

The  question  whether  one  shall  dress  one’s 
fly  with  what  are  technically  known  as  wings  is 
one  matter ; the  construction  of  those  wings  is 
quite  another. 

We  may  take  it,  as  a general  principle,  subject 
to  but  few  exceptions,  t'nat  a fly,  as  understood 
by  the  trout  fisher,  has  wings.  Those  wings  are 
imitated  with  feathers — but  the  question  how 
they  shall  be  imitated  is  one  depending  partly  on 
the  nature  of  the  fly  to  be  imitated,  and  partly 
on  the  character  of  the  river  to  be  fished,  and 
the  ways  of  the  trout  that  dwell  therein.  Ex- 
cluding ants,  beetles,  bluebottles,  and  such 
small  deer,  there  are  four  classes  of  fly  imitated 
by  the  trout  fisherman,  viz. : (1)  the  upwinged 
duns,  from  the  Green  Drake,  through  the  March 
Brown  downward  ; (2)  the  Phryganida;,  or  Hails 
and  Sedges;  (3)  the  Sialidm,  and  (4)  the  Gnats. 
In  rough,  tumbling  water  such  as  the  Yorkshire 
streams,  these  flies  in  nature  are  one  and  all 
liable  to  be  upset  by  the  stream  and  tumbled  any- 
how struggling  down  the  torrent,  with  their 
wings  and  legs  twisted  in  such  manner  as  shall 
seem  good  to  the  stream.  It  is,  therefore,  found 
wise  in  these  streams  to  use  soft  hackles  to 
represent  both  legs  and  wings.  A good  idea  of 
the  working  of  such  a hackle  fly  may  be  obtained 
by  placing  it  in  a conduit  and  turning  on  the 
tap.  Its  struggles  and  gyrations  will  be  seen  to 
be  fascinating  to  the  verge  of  the  uncanny.  One 
can  understand  that  if  trout  have  any  faculty 
of  curiosity,  they  must  be  sorely  tempted  to 
take  this  curious  twisting,  writhing  insect  into 
I their  mouths — their  only  organ  of  touch — to 
ascertain  what  it  is  about ; more  especially  if,  in 


colour,  size,  and  general  features,  it  represents  an 
insect  with  which  they  are  familiar.  To  get  the 
full  effect  out  of  these  imitations,  however,  they 
should  be  fished  more  or  less  uj>  stream,  so  that 
the  stream  may  open  and  work  the  hackles. 

In  Devonshire  — home  of  exquisite  cock’s 
hackles — a different  method  prevails,  and  there 
(excluding  for  the  present  purpose  Cutcliffe’s 
extraordinary  system  of  patterns)  flies  equally 
delicate  with  the  so-called  Spider  flies  of  York- 
shire are  tied  with  cock’s  hackles  of  wonderful 
brightness  and  spring.  As  a result  the  play  is 
excellent,  and  the  gleam  of  the  wings  can  be  seen 
by  the  trout  equally  well  whether  the  fly  be  fished 
up  or  down  stream. 

For  floating  flies  a system  akin  to  the  Devon- 
shire plan  is  advocated  by  some  crack  Hamp.shire- 
men,  who  allege  that  the  hackle  more  fitly  re- 
presents the  delicate  cloudy  wings  of  their  dainty 
duns  than  any  starling,  thrush,  fieldfare,  or  other 
bird  fibre  can  do.  It  may  be  so,  but  so  long  as 
the  flies  which  the  trout  feed  on  have  wings,  it  is 
certain  that  patterns  will  be  dressed  with  what 
are  technically  known  as  wings,  to  imitate 
them. 

The  Phryganida;  have  a habit  of  settling  on 
the  surface,  and  running  with  a scuttling,  flutter- 
ing motion  across  stream,  leaving  a widening 
wake  behind  them.  These  flies  are  imitated  by 
means  of  a cock’s  hackle,  dressed  all  down  the 
body  to  give  the  effect  of  the  buzzing  action  of 
the  wings,  and  whether  or  not  the  patterns  have 
feather  wings-in  addition  is  perhaps  a matter  of 
fancy.  To  this  class  belong  the  Sedges,  the 
Palmers,  and  the  Bumbles.  An  interesting 
instance  is  the  Orange  Bumble,  of  which  Derby- 
shire has  the  credit.  It  is  a nondescript-looking 
fly,  but  to  call  it  a fancy  fly  is  in  my  belief 
erroneous.  There  is  a very  vigorous  and  pro- 
gressive insect  on  the  Derbyshire  waters  in 
September,  which,  in  flight,  bears  a striking 
resemblance  to  an  Orange  Bumble.  The  insect  is 
also  represented  by  a pale  yellowish  throstle 
wing,  orange  silk  body  lightly  dubbed  with  pale 
down,  and  a pale  buff  or  cinnamon  hackle.  The 
likeness  of  this  dressing  to  the  Orange  Bumble  is 
not  inconspicuous. 

Here  we  may  leave  the  fringe  of  our  subject 
and  come  to  the  dressing  of  wings  technically 
known  as  such. 

Wings  are  either  split  or  not  split.  Either 
kind  may  be  single  or  compound.  The  split  may 
be  either  sloping,  upright,  rolled,  or  reversed ; 
and  in  each  case  the  shape  and  action  of  the  fly  in 
the  water  will  be  different  according  as  the  outer 
or  inner  surface  of  the  wing  feather  be  presented 
as  the  right  and  left  surface  of  the  wing.  In 
addition  there  is  a vast  variety  in  the  breadth  of 
wings  for  different  purposes. 

I am  not  dealing  here  with  the  method  of  fixing 
the  wing  on,  but  am  endeavouring  to  give  an  idea 
of  the  range  of  type  in  wings,  and  of  the  pur- 
poses to  be  served  in  adopting  one  or  another. 
The  following  table  may  be  of  service: — 


f Single  ... 

I 

Split  ..."j  Compound 

I 

LRolled  . . . 


I Single  ... 
Unspirt-( 

I 

^Compound 


C Broad... 
(.Narrow 
C Broad... 
(.  Narrow 


( Broad ... 
(.  Narrow 
^ Broad .. 
1 Narrow 


( Sloping 
( Upright 
( Sloping 
( U pright 
i Sloping 
i.  Upright 
i Sloping 
Upright 
r Sloping  back 
] Upright 
(.Sloping  forward 
f Sloping 
i Upright 
( Sloping 
( U pright 
( Sloping 
( Upright 
t Sloping 
\ Upright 


Of  the  split  wings,  the  Hampshire  floating 
patterns  are  usually,  or  at  any  rate  are  best, 
dressed  (whether  simple  or  compound)  with  a 
broad  and  upright  wiug.  The  class  of  water, 
its  clarety,  its  season,  and  its  pace,  and  the 
delicacy  or  otherwise  of  the  fly  which  is  imitated, 
should  be  considered  in  determining  the  question 
of  single  or  double  wing.  The  rolled  wing, 
usually  sloping  forward  over  the  fly’s  head,  is  of 
service  in  rough  weather,  or  in  violent  tumbling 
rivers  and  big,  bold  waters. 

The  split  wing  is  seldom  used  narrow  and  up- 
right, but  I have  some  admirable  north  country 
instances  dressed  for  fine,  clear  water  fishing,  in 
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which  the  feather  is  the  merest  film,  three  or  four 
fibres  wide.  It  is  often  dressed  sloping  and 
narrow,  but  then  preferably  with  the  inside  of  the 
feather  outside.  This  for  wet  lly  work.  If  the 
wing  be  compound,  so  much  the  better  for  small 
streams  and  sharp-teethed  troutlets.  1 have  some 
patterns  1 dressed  after  Stewart’s  directions,  v/ith 
the  narrowest  wings  and  si-v  thicknesses  of 
feather  in  each  wing.  They  are  beautifully  tough 
and  serviceable,  jet  lightly  dressed.  The  upright 
wing  is  unsuitable  for  wet  fly  work  unless  it  be 
very  filmy,  as  it  makes  a drag  in  the  water.  A fly 
with  narrow,  sloping  shoulders  and  a weak  cheat 
swims  much  more  naturally.  A broad,  flat, 
sloping  wing  (single  or  double)  may  often  be 
bought  for  wet  fly  purposes  in  the  shop.=,  but  it 
does  not  enlist  my  admiration  or  my  cash. 

The  unsplit  wings,  single  or  compound,  are  all 
useful  for  wet  fly  purposes  only.  I don’t  recom- 
mend broad-winged  patterns  or  upright  wings 
for  this  purpose.  The  remarks  1 have  made 
above  will  apply  to  these  classes  also. 

I agree  with  Mr.  Halford  that  there  is  no  need 
to  imitate  the  sloping-winged  I’hryganidie  with 
sloiiing  wings,  and  that  for  floating  ]iur])0scs  it  is 
best  to  kec])  your  wings  up  and  out  of  the  water. 

I noticed  last  year,  in  Uerbyshirc,  that  though 
they  speak  much  of  the  dry  fly',  they  don’t  attach 
the  same  meaning  to  it  as  we  do  in  the  south. 
Ho  long  as  a fly  is  floating  dry  it  will  do — even 
if  it  be,  as  the  odds  are  from  its  huild  it  will  be, 
turned  over  on  its  side.  Yet  I proved,  with  the 
winged  imitation  of  the  Orange  Bumble,  above 
alluded  to,  the  value  of  jmtting  your  fly  to  your 
fish  neatly  cocked  on  the  water. 

The  po.sition  of  wings,  whether  upright  or 
sloped,  is  in  general  determined  by  the  hackle 
and  the  time  of  its  winding.  If  it  be  wound 
before  the  wings  be  put  on,  then  there  is  no 
difficulty  about  sloping  the  wings ; but  to  get 
them  upright  the  hackle  must  be  wound  behind 
the  wings  so  as  to  force  them  up.  I have,  how- 
ever, seen  flies  turned  out  by  Messrs.  Eaton  and 
Hellar — very  pretty  flies,  too,  and  excellent  killers 
— which  have  the  hackle  wound  in  front  of  the 
wing,  and  yet  their  very  skilful  dresser  makes 
the  wings  look  upright.  This  appearance,  how- 
ever, does  not  long  survive  the  wetting  of  the 
wing.s.  They  slope  back — but  less  than  one 
would  expect — less  indeed  than  some  very  neat 
Redditch  built  flies  I have  seen  with  the  hackle 
wound  behind  the  wing.  Val  Conson. 


If  I were  to  say  that  I had  seen  a salmon  rise 
up  head  first  and  perpendicularly  out  of  the 
water  until  all  but  a portion  of  its  tail  was  show- 
ing, then  disappear  slowly,  tail  first,  and  rise  up 
again,  this  time  wriggling  while  in  the  air,  I 
should  be  called  a — well,  ray  veracity  would  be 
questioned.  But  William  Henderson,  in  his  book 
entitled  “ My  Life  as  an  Angler,”  saw  such  an 
incident.  The  cause  of  the  strange  performance 
was  an  otter,  which  was  holding  the  salmon  by  the 
tail.  In  its  struggles  to  escape,  the  fish  rose  out 
of  the  water,  and  was  then  slowly  drawn  down 
again  by  the  beastie.  There  are  some  other  in- 
teresting stories  of  otters  in  the  book,  one  in 
particular  of  Lord  John  Bcott,  who,  when  an  otter 
went  to  earth  in  a hole  so  surrounded  by  the  roots 
of  trees  that  it  could  not  be  dug  out,  boldly  cast 
aside  coat,  waistcoat,  and  necktie,  and  went  head 
foremost  into  the  hole,  carrying  a clasp  knife  in 
his  mouth.  Little  more  than  the  soles  of  his 
boots  could  be  seen,  and  after  a few  minutes  he 
wriggled  out  backwards,  drawing  with  him  the 
dead  otter.  The  concpieror’s  appearance  showed 
at  what  ]n-ice  the  battle  had  been  won,  for  his 
arms,  hands,  and  chest — clawed,  torn,  and  bleeding 
— told  their  tale  only  too  clearly. 


In  that  same  book  is  a rather  tall  story  of  a 
pike  of  eight  or  nine  pounds,  which  the  writer 
caught  out  of  a pool  of  very  clear  water.  Having 
drawn  the  fish  ashore,  he  unhooked  him,  returned 
him  gently  to  the  water,  and  saw  him  quietly 
paddle  off  and  resume  his  old  position.  'I’he  bait 
was  again  thrown  in  front  of  the  fish,  and  again 
it  was  seized,  and  again  the  pike  was  unhooked 


and  returned  to  the  water.  So  ravenous  was  the 
fish  that  it  was  caught  in  this  way  and  returned 
five  or  six  times.  On  the  seventh  or  eighth 
occasion  it  learnt  caution,  and  made  long  sweeps 
round  the  bait,  approaching  and  recoiling  from 
it,  and  “only  after  much  twiddling  and  a good 
deal  of  management  did  I at  last  persuade  him  to 
make  another  bolt  at  the  lure.  T'his  time  I durst 
not  trust  him  again,  but  carried  him  off  in- 
continent to  the  cook,  and  we  ate  him  at  dinner 
that  day,”  to  (piote  the  words  of  the  writer,  who 
goes  on  to  say  that  the  people  at  dinner  did  not 
believe  the  story.  Neither  do  I. 


I ^A^  E not  yet  heard  the  result  of  the  Thames 
Conservancy  election,  but  it  is  said  that  Mr. 
C.  H.  Cook  has  between  three  and  four  hundred 
votes,  which  are  not  sufficient  to  carry  the  day. 
At  the  same  time  this  is  not  a bad  licking,  bear- 
ing in  mind  that  he  only  began  to  canvass  a 
fortnight  before  the  election,  while  his  opponent 
had  been  in  the  field  nine  months,  is  a county 
councillor  and  a magistrate,  with  heaps  of  in- 
fluential friends  working  for  Inm. 


flhiE  Upper  Tliamcs  will  now  be  entirely  repre- 
sented by  the  riparian  owners,  who,  I heaiy  are 
up  in  arms  respecting  the  forthcoming  Thames 
Conservancy  Reform  Bill.  By  the  way,  Mr.  A.  C. 
Hewitt  retired  from  the  contest  at  the  last 
moment,  leaving  only  Mr.  Cook  and  Capt.  Loder 
Symonds  in  the  field.  Brobably  this  is  the  last 
election  of  the  kind  which  will  ever  take  jilace. 
On  the  list  of  voters  are  many  peo]ile  who  have 
been  dead  at  least  twenty  years,  and  others  who 
have  left  the  Thames  Y^alley,  and  though  kept 
on  the  list  are  really  no  longer  qualified  to  vote. 


Our  old  friend  Mr.  Britt  should  include  the 
following  story  in  the  collection  which  I believe 
he  hopes  some  day  to  publish,  with,  of  course, 
those  additions  and  adornments  which  have 
rendered  his  angling  stories  fameus.  Sheridan 
had  a peculiar  method  of  dealing  with  pei’sons, 
who  being  of  a romantic  or  poetic  temperament, 
were  apt — to  ]>ut  it  kindly — to  exaggerate  a little. 
His  system  was  to  cap  the  story.  “ I was  fishing 
one  day,”  said  a friend  of  his,  “ in  a charming 
little  pool  which  -was  full  of  delicious  trout. 
Near  it  was  one  of  those  hot  springs  so  peculiar 
to  some  countries.  To  whip  the  trout  out  of  one 
pool  into  the  other  was  a simple  matter,  and 
mighty^  convenient,  for  it  enabled  the  fish  to  be 
caught  and  cooked  in  almost  one  operation.” 
“ Uh,  that  is  nothing,”  said  Sheridan  calmly, 
“ really  nothing  at  all.  I was  fishing  one  day  in 
a lake  containing  salmon,  close  to  which  was  a 
pool  of  hot  boiling  water,  and  by  the  side  of  it  a 
natural  fountain  of  melted  butter  and  parsley.” 
“ Melted  butter  and  parsley  ! ” said  the  other. 
“ Oh  no,  that  is  quite  impossible.”  I daresay 
this  is  a good  old  crusted  story,  but  I never 
heard  it  in  quite  this  form  before. 


Here's  another.  A very  long  while  ago,  in  the 
dark  days  of  Scottish  history,  a meeting  was  held 
in  a parish,  not  a hundred  miles  from  Edinburgh, 
with  the  object,  let  us  say,  of  censuring  in  the 
highest  degree  the  use  of  spectacles  in  church. 
The  Rev.  Sandy  McTavish,  coming  from  a 
Highland  district,  was  called  upon  to  address  the 
•meeting,  and  this  is  what  he  said:  “My  dear 
brethren,  joost  anither  example  of  the  use  of 
these  terrible  in-stru-ments  occurred  in  my  parish 
of  Glenfynandhuloch.  Old  Tonald  Dhu,  he  joost 
pought  a pair  of  spectacles,  and  pegan  to  wear 
them  in  ta  kirk.  I gave  him  a solemn  warning 
of  his  danger  in  using  such  articles,  but  he 
persisted.  Well  noo,  it  was  joost  last  w-eek  that 
his  poat  was  capsized  in  the  loch,  and  it  is 
pelieved,  my  brethren,  it  is  pelieved  that  if 
Tonal’  Dhu  had  j^een  in  the  poat,  Tonald  Dhu 
would  have  been  trooned.’’ 


The  author  of  an  article  on  “ Hnccessful  Fish 
Culture  in  the  Highlands,”  published  in  the 
current  number  of  “ Blackwood’s  Magazine,” 
submits  that  it  is  far  better  to  kill  every  trout 
taken  and  restock  your  waters  by  means  of  fish 
culture  than  to  neglect,  fish  ciilture  and  maintain 


a head  of  fish  by  continually^  returning  all  caught 
under  a certain  size.  It  cannot  bo  expected,  he 
says,  that  fish  which  have  been  returned  several 
times  to  the  water  before  they  arrive  at  a 
catchable  size  should  be  otherwise  than  educated, 
and  it  is  very  ]nssible  that  the  nervousness 
which  they  themselves  have  good  reason  to  suffer 
from  they  communicate  to  their  friends.  Of 
course,  this  suggestion  is  only  intended  for 
owners  of  private  fisheries,  or  those  public 
fisheries  in  respect  of  which  there  are  abundant 
funds  to  be  spent  on  restocking.  The  remarks 
refer  more  particularly  to  trout,  and  not  a little 
pei'haps  to  pike,  but  not  in  the  least  to  rivers  like 
the  Thames,  in  which  if  anglers  were  to  kill  all 
they  catch  some  thousands  of  pounds  would  have 
to  be  spent  aniraally  in  restocking.  Templar. 


Thomas  Nelson  Page  has  a Christmas  sketch 
in  the  December  Scribner’s,  which,  in  his  most 
charming  manner,  tells  a story  of  goodwill.  The 
action  takes  place  in  a Pullman  car,  between  New 
York  and  New  Orleans. 

A NEW  departure  in  the  ISfiJ  Christmas 
Number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  the 
gratuitous  presentation  to  every  subscriber  of  an 
almanac  for  the  year  18fil.  It  will  be  printed  in 
bine  ink,  and  it  is  hoped  and  believed  will  be 
found  of  great  service  to  all  classes  of  anglers. 
The  price  of  the  Christmas  Number  (ready  next 
Haturday,  Dec.  IG),  will  be  twopence  only'. 

Deer  Killed  ry  Falling  Trees.— Recent 
explorations  in  the  forests  on  Deeside  led  to  the 
discovery  that  among  the  huge  wreckage  of 
fallen  timber— especially  Scotch  firs — a number 
of  deer  have  been  found  dead,  evidently  killed  by 
the  broken  and  splintered  timber.  This  is  more 
particularly  the  case  in  Glenquoich,  M'ar  Forest, 
which  is  much  wooded,  and  where  the  Duke  of 
Fife’s  deer  had  taken  shelter  from  the  annihilat- 
ing and  devastating  gale  of  thelSth  ult.  Such  a 
catastrophe  is  of  extremely  rare  occurrence,  and 
only  results  from  a combination  of  untoward  cir- 
cumstances, such  as  have  not  been  seen  for 
score  of  years  past. 

Stocking Dupplin  Hatchery. — The Tay Fishery 
Board  officers  have  just  completed  getting  the 
full  supply  of  ova  for  the  Dupplin  Hatchery'. 
The  stocking  commenced  on  Nov.  b,  and  con- 
tinued oft'  and  on  till  Monday,  when  the  thirteenth 
haul  completed  the  complement  of  570,000  eggs. 
During  the  fishing  for  ova  1,4^9  salmon  were 
landed.  Of  those,  seventy-six  females  were  found 
ready  for  spawning,  and  eggs  were  taken  from 
them.  Forty-eight  spring  fish  (clean)  were  found 
and  returned  to  the  river.  This  is  by  far  the 
largest  number  of  clean  fish  ever  met  with  at  this 
season.  No  disease  was  met  with  anywhere, 
being  the  first  season  since  1879  that  this  has 
been  the  case.  The  largest  number  landed  at 
one  drag  of  the  net  was  180.  There  were  shots 
of  80,  74,  and  140  on  other  days.  The  season 
appears  to  be  on  the  whole  an  early  one,  as 
during  the  past  fortnight  a large  number  of  kelts 
were  met  with. 


By  Mac. 

To  my  good  friends  the  Highland  hoteliers, 
estimable  brother  Gaels,  I should  like  to  offer  a 
bit  of  advice,  which  I feel  sure  it  would  be  to 
their  advantage  to  act  upon.  Presently  they  are 
not  overburdened  with  work  or  cares.  On  the 
contrary,  most  of  them,  in  out  of  the  way  rpiarters 
especially',  are  likely  to  be  finding  the  time  hang- 
ing pretty'  heavy  on  their  hands.  To  kdl  it,  and 
to  purpose — that  is,  for  their  future  benefit — they' 
ought  to  take  up  the  interesting  subject  of  fish 
culture.  It  is  to  anglers  that  many  of  them  owe 
practiccilly  the  whole  of  their  “ harvest.”  But 
for  them,  some  I know  could  little  more  than 
barely  exist.  Their  houses  are  angling  ([uarters 
pure  and  simple.  But  though  generally  they 
are  well  filled  during  the  season,  there  is  not 
now  amongst  the  anglers  frequenting  them  the 
same  satisfaction  expressed  with  the  sport  on  the 
waters  attached,  as  was  common  some  years 
back.  More  and  more  every  year  the  waters  are 
getting  over-fished.  Nature  cannot  bear  up 
under  the  strain  and  drain  incidental  to  constant 
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lIo""in".  Clearly  slio  must  be  helped  if  the 
fishiiipis  are  to  continue  unimpaired  in  their 
attractiveness  to  anRlers.  Stockinj?,  then,  with 
suitable  fish  is  what  must  he  resorted  to  by  those 
hotel  keepers  who  have  an  eye  to  business — to 
their  fishings  retaining  their  good  name,  and  to 
(arising  from  this)  their  angling  patrons  being 
numcM’ous  as  heretofore.  With  commendable 
enterprise  and  foresight,  several  hotel-keepers  in 
the  Jlighlauds  have  done  wonders  for  their 
fishing.®,  and  benefited  themselves  financially' 
in  no  small  degree  by  laying  out  a little  money 
annually — a very  modest  sura  indeed — on  young 
trout  for  stocking  purposes.  Some  have  even  gone 
the  length  of  constructing  small  hatcheries  and 
rearing  ponds,  in  which  under  their  own  super- 
vision, they  have  hatched  (and  reared  trout. 
Such  interesting  work  in  their  dull  season 
many  more  might  take  np ; once  set  agoing 
it  would  be  sure  to  become  a hobby  with 
them,  and  the  reaping  of  profit  from  it  would 
hy-and-by  come  about.  But  without  going 
in  for  breeding  establishments  of  their  own, 
it  is  possible  for  many  hotel-keepers  to  do 
much  for  their  fishings  at  but  little  expense. 
Proprietors  and  managers  of  fish  culture  esta- 
blishments which  are  advertised  in  this  paper 
might  he  applied  to  for  advice.  Fish  culturists 
can  always  he  depended  on  to  advise  for  the  best 
—at  any  rate,  what  they  judge  the  hest--as  it  is 
their  intei’est  that  the  highest  attainable  results 
should  be  realised.  

A FRIEND  writes  me  : “ I see  you  are  mentioning 
the  Deveron  fishing,  so  1 presume  that  you  will 
not  judge  it  amiss  of  me  to  give  you  my  opinion 
about  it,  since  for  nigh  twenty  years  I have  fished 
the  best  stretches  of  this  river  for  salmon  and 
trout  almost  constantly  from  season’s  start  to 
season’s  finish.  No  one  speaking  the  sober  truth 
can  deny  that  April  and  May  are  almost  every 
year  the  two  best  months  for  fly-fishing.  This 
statement  applies  to  the  choice  waters  the 
middle  and  lower  reaches— for  no  man  with  local 
knowledge  of  any  extent  would  ever  dream  of 
comparing  the  upper  reaches  from  Huntly  to  the 
Cabrach,  where  the  trout  are  small,  and  from 
three  weeks  to  a month  later  in  getting  into 
condition,  with  the  middle  and  lower  waters. 
Killing  trout  under  the  size  or  before  they  get 
ioto  condition  no  experienced  and  true  sportsman 
would  ever  think  of ; but  I am  sorry  to  say  that 
too  many  fishermen  never  return  any  fish  of 
any  size,  and  even  the  smolts  do  not  always 
escape  pocketing ! From  the  middle  of  April 
until  the  middle  of  June,  or  evp  later,  in 
decent  weather  and  water,  an  ordinary  fisher- 
man, in  a day’s  fishing,  would  kill  on  the 
best  waters  trout  averaging  half  a pound,  if  he 
returned  the  irndersized  ones.  In  June,  if  the 
weather  be  bright,  the  angler  must  resort  to 
evening  fishing,  and  then  he  should  find  the 
average  weight  of  his  fish  to  go  above  the  half 
pound.  Were  the  river  efficiently  watched,  and 
anglers  were  to  return  all  undersized  trout,  the 
average  would  certainly  be  a great  deal  better. 
The  Deveron  is  severely  netted  in  the  trouting 
season,  and  every  year  getting  worse.  The  trout 
fishing  has  deteriorated  very  much  within  the 
last  twelve  or  fifteen  years  owing  to  this  very 
cause.  To  say  that  the  fishing  is  strictly  pro- 
tected and  watched  is  simply  rubbish.  Both  may 
be  intended,  but  neither  can  be  carried  out.  The 
fishery  board  staff  of  salmon  watchers  is  reduced 
before  the  trouting  season  comes  on,  and  though 
gamekeepers  are  expected  to  watch  the  trout  in  a 
way,  they  have  other  duties  that  have  to  be  more 
closely  attended  to  during  the  trouting  season. 
It  may  surprise  some  of  your  correspondents,  but 
I make  bold  to  say  that  the  open  water  at  Huntly 
is  the  most  closely  watched  part  of  the  river.  To 
say  that  three  and  four  pounders  are  as  plentiful 
in  the  chalk  streams  as  half  pounders  in  the 
Deveron  is  heaving  the  axe  with  a vengeance. 
From  my  experience  of  the  Deveron,  I should 
know  what  the  trout  average,  as  well  as  when 
they  are  in  condition.  Stress  seems  to  be  laid  on 
the  fact  that  it  takes  a fairly  good  fisherman  to 
make  a basket  when  the  water  is  low  and  clear. 
My  own  experience  is  that  this  is  the  case  on 
every  river.  A very  good  hand  would  kill  in 
good  weather  from  211b.  to  over  oOlb.  on  the 
middle  and  lower  reaches,  where  the  baskets  by 
ordinary  rods  run  almost  to  201b.  in  good  weather. 
Trout  |lb.  weight  are  very  commoH,  and  in  a d-llb. 


basket  there  arc  likely  to  bo  several  one  ])Ounders, 
a few  from  1 (lb.  to  1 .jib.,  and  an  anirin  two 
pounder.  ’l  on  often  find  men  who  consider 
themselves  swagger  fishermen  that  can  never 
land  a big  trout.  ’Phere’s  a something  always 
goes  wi'ong  with  them;  they  break,  or  come  to 
grief  one  way  or  another.  When  1 bear  of 
fellows  wbo  say  they  can  bardly  ever  get  fisb  of  a 
decent  size  from  such  a river  as  the  Deveron,  I 
bave  a mild  suspicion  that  their  failure  is  due  to 
their  own  incapacity.” 

It  may  safely  be  said  that  not  one  river  in 
Scotland  which  is  of  any  merit  for  trout  escapes 
being  netted  by  poachers  nowadays.  Poaching 
both  for  salmon  and  trout  is  carried  on  as  a trade 
— and  extensively,  too.  But  few  villages  are  to 
be  found  on  the  banks  of  naturally  good  streams 
that  do  not  furnish  their  quota  of  poachers,  and 
the  larger  towns  are  infested  with  packs  of  those 
who  make  poaching  results  their  chief  means  of 
livelihood.  Can  it  be  wondered  then  that  anglers 
complain  about  the  poverty  of  sport?  How  can 
the  streams  be  expected  to  yield  so  abundantly  of 
good  trout  when  they  are  systematically  cleaned 
out  of  the  largest  by  tbe  netter  ? Of  late  years 
tbe  Don  has  been  fiercely  netted,  yet  it  and  its 
neighbour,  the  Deveron,  which  likewise  is  night- 
raided  a great  deal,  still  give  good  baskets  of 
trout  in  the  early  season. 


So  far  as  I know,  the  Don  even  yet  stands  first 
among  the  early  trout  streams  of  Scotland  for 
baskets  and  good  average  weight  of  fish  combined, 
and  next  to  it  I am  inclined,  in  the  absence  of 
proof  to  tbe  contrary,  to  rank  the  Deveron. 

I HEAR  that  the  Banchory-Ardoe  fishing  case  is 
likely  to  be  continued  by  an  appeal  to  the  House 
of  Lords.  The  decision  of  the  Lords  of  the  First 
Division  of  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh, 
given  last  week,  was  in  favour  of  the  defender,  but 
did  nob,  because  of  the  Crown  being  unrepre- 
seiited,  confer  on  the  defender  exclusive  right  to 
the  hshing.  

At  a meeting  of  the  Annual  Committee  of  the 
Convention  of  Eoyal  and  Parliamentary  Burghs, 
held  in  the  City  Chambers,  Edinburgh,  last  week. 
Lord  Provost  Bussell  presiding,  the  Provost  of 
Montrose  moved  that  a deputation  be  sent  to 
London  to  take  all  possible  action  in  support  of 
the  resolution  come  toby  the  Conveption  in  Ape'll 
last  to  petition  Parliament  against  the  Sea 
Fisheries  Bill,  in  so  far  as  it  imposed  a special 
assessment  upon  fishery  districts  to  be  created 
under  the  Bill,  and  that  the  necessary  assessments 
should  be  met  by  imperial  taxation,  looking  to  the 
benefits  received  by  inland  districts  fiom  the 
fishing  industry.  The  assessor  for  New  Galloway 
(Ex-Provost  Wilson,  Greenock)  seconded  the 
motion.  The  assessor  for  Haddington  (Treasurer 
Falconer)  moved  the  previous  question,  which 
was  seconded  by  Provost  Craig  Brown,  Selkirk, 
and  carried  by  nineteen  votes  to  nine. 

On  Tuesday  evening  a well-attended  meeting 
of  anglers  was  held  in  the  Cafe,  Aberdeen,  for  tlm 
purpose  of  forming  an  angling  association,  which 
till  now,  or  at  any  rate  for  a good  while  past, 
Aberdeen,  with  all  its  fishing  lacilities,  has  not 
been  able  to  boast  of  having. 

By  much  rain  and  the  melting  of  snow  a great 
many  of  the  Scotch  salmon  rivers  have  been  and 
are  meantime  kept  too  high  for,  as  is  thought,  the 
satisfactory  spawning  of  the  fish,  in  view  of  the 
risks  during  the  winter  prior  to  the  ova  hatching 
out.  

An  extended  survey  of  the  River  Tay  has  just 
been  completed,  and  the  hydrograpber  of  the 
Admiralty  is  shortly  to  receive  it  for  approval, 
with  the’ object  of  enabling  him  of  forming  a 
new  chart  of  the  river. 

Last  week,  at  a meeting  of  the  lower  proprie- 
tors of  salmon  fisheries  on  the  River  Forth,  liela 
at  Stirling,  Provo.st  Kinross,  Sir  James  Mait- 
land, and  Mr.  J.  M.  IMorris  Stirling,  of  Black- 
grange,  were  appointed  representatives  on  the 
District  Board  for  the  next  three  years  ; and  Mr. 
J.  B.  Hamilton,  of  Deny,  Mr.  J.  B.  Bailie- 
llamilton,  of  Cambusmore ; and  Col.  lfo*ne 
Drummond,  of  Blair  Drummond,  were  appointed 


to  represent  the  upper  proprietors.  Mr.  llolnies 
Ivory,  Crown  Chamberlain,  Edinburgh,  being 
the  largest  proprietor,  is  chairman  ofl  tbc  Board. 

'I’liE  angling  during  the  closing  days  of  the 
’I’wccd  season  last  week  was  on  a par  with  that 
which  characterised  the  back-end  nearly  all 
through,  not  only  on  the  Tweed,  but  on  every 
autumn  salmon  river  in  Scotland  without  ex- 
ception. On  the  Tweed’s  middle  and  upper 
district  waters  a record  for  poverty  of  sport 
has  been  established  this  autumn. 


The  spawning  of  the  grilse  and  early  run 
salmon  came  on  and  has  finished  unusually  early 
this  year,  but  with  the  late-run  fish  it  looks  as 
if  it  would  be  the  opposite,  since  few  of  them 
have  even  yet  begun  to  go  upon  the  redds  in 
almost  any  of  the  rivers  save  the  Tay. 

The  main  hatchery  at  Mr.  Armistead’s  Solway 
Fishery  is  now  completely  filled  with  ova  of  trout. 
Loch  Leven  trout,  and  Americans,  &c , and  the 
new  hatchery  started  last  year  is  filling.  During 
the  summer  that  gentleman  and  his  son  made  an 
extended  tour  in  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
and  picked  up  a good  deal  of  information  on 
fishery  matters,  as  well  as  afterwards  in  I ranee, 
where  they  went  to  study  oyster  culture.  For  a 
lecture  which  Mr.  Armistead  has  since  delivei  ed 
on  the  ” Improvement  of  Fisheries,  he  has 
received  a most  handsome  gold  medal  from  the 
Cornish  Fisheries  Association.  He  is  just  about 
to  lecture  at  Dalbeattie  on  “American  Fish 
Culture,”  and  this  lecture  will  be  profusely 
illustrated  by  coloured  sketches,  drawn  by  the 
lecturer  himself.  He  also  intends  to  perform  the 
feat  of  spawning  some  trout  during  the  lecture, 
and  to  illustrate  in  a practical  manner  the  mode 
adopted  by  the  Solway  Fishery  of  carrying  year- 
lino's  over  the  mountains.  He  recently  stocked 
Loch  Fleet,  which  necessitated  the  carrying  of  the 
fisb,  a thousand  yearlings,  for  four  and  a half  miles 
over  pathless  moors,  after  they  had  been  carted 
as  far  as  carts  could  be  made  to  go.  This,  how- 
ever is  quite  a common  sort  of  event  to  the 
proprietor  of  the  Solway  Fishery,  who  says,  when 
interrogated,  that  “ it  is  simply  a matter  of 
arrangement.”  A large  quantity  of  eggs  in  his 
hatchery  are  already  eyed,  and  fit  for  packing, 
and  many  are  soon  likely  to  be  journeying  to  the 
four  ends  of  the  earth,  each  of  which  is  to  have 
ihs  share.  Mr.  Armistead  has  invented  an  arti- 
ficial  hatching  bed,  which  is  easily  worked ; m 
fact,  after  being  once  started,  works  itselt.  _ it 
seems  likely  to  prove  a valuable  help  m stocking 
waters  in  the  most  economical  manner  with  ova. 


An  Aberdeen  correspondent  writes:  The 

waters  of  the  Dee  and  Don  are  still  keeping 
hioher  than  is  their  usual,  and  have  done  so  tor  a 
good  few  weeks  back.  They  are,  in  my  opinion 
a little  too  high  for  the  large  autumn  fish  which 
are  now  getting  on  the  redds  in  the  middle 
reaches.  In  the  waters  about  Ballater  last  week, 
spawning  was  going  on  to  some  consider.able 
extent ; and  should  frost  set  in,  and  cause  the 
river  to  become  low,  there  will,  I fear,  be  some 
little  damage  done  to  the  ova  deposited  m the 
shallower  water  near  the  banks.  The  late 
runners  of  the  back-end  have  now  all  ascendei 
both  Dee  and  Don ; but  it  has  been  impossible  for 
me  to  ascertain  whether  any  of  the  young  fish  or 
blue-backs  have  began  to  run  yet,  owing  to  the 
rather  high  state  of  the  water.  I have  not  seen 
or  heard  of  any  finnocks  or  sea  trout  lately. 
They  seem  to  have  left  the  lower  reaches  alto- 
gether.”   

Mr.  IL  Whitxy,  of  Basnett-street,  Church- 
street,  liiverpool,  has  taken  up  the  manufacture 
of  split  cane  rods,  and  says  that  he  bas_  an 
improved  method  of  working  cane,  which  gives 
great  satisfaction.  He  has  also  improved  his 

screw  ferrule  for  rods.  . 

Salmon  Fishings  at  a DiscouNT.-The  ‘ Friars 
Shott”  salmon  fishing  on  the  Ness,  which  belongs 
to  tbe  Inverness  Town  Council,  and  at  one  time 
a famous  netting  station,  lias,  in  consequence  of 
the  unremunerativc  returns,  taijed  to  hiici  a 
tenant  for  the  incoming  year.  Ihe  rent  asked 
I was  .LLk',  but  no  one  was  bold  enough  even  to 
' risk  this  sum. 
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PERTHSHIRE  FISHINGS. 


During  my  lioliday  this  past  summer,  I did 
the  “ grand  tour  ” of  tlie  fishings  of  Perthshire, 
for  the  purpose  of  sketching  those  choice  bits  of 
scenery  which  it  struck  me  would  lend  them- 
selves readily  to  effective  reproduction.  I’art 
of  what  little  I learned  about  the  fishing,  about 
other  matters  that  might  interest  anglers,  as 
also  about  the  scenery  here  and  there,  I have 
strung  together  in  the  following  paper  from  the 
rough  jottings  that  were  made  by  me  as  I moved 
along. 

Having  decided  to  make  the  Earn  my  starting 
point,  and  to  work  up  that  river,  I commenced 
at  the  Bridge  of  Earn.  Tlie  fishings  here  belong 
to  Sir  Robert  kfoncrieffe,  who  lets  his  house  and 
fishing;  sometimes  permits  are  granted  to  fish, 
but  occasionally  with  difficulty.  IModest  accom- 
modation may  be  had  at  the  Moncrieffe  Arms 
Hotel,  a large  old-fashioned  hostelry  which  must 
have  been  a glory  in  the  coaching  days.  The  old 
Bridge  of  Earn  is  well  worth  a visit ; local 
tradition  has  it  that  it  was  built  by  the  Romans. 
This  was  originally  the  only  road  to  Perth.  Up 
the  river  200  yards  farther  stands  the  new  bridge, 
a substantial  three-arch  structure.  On  the 
north  bank  is  Moncrieff  Hill,  wooded  to  the 
summit;  cultivated  fields  skirt  the  south  bank; 
and  about  one  mile  south  are  the  Ochils,  grecn- 


on  the  upper  reaches  have  good  reason  for 
complaint. 

Passing  on  I got  to  Crieff,  the  great  fishing 
centre  of  the  Earn.  The  Strathearn  Fishing 
Club  have  a stretch  of  og  miles  on  the  north 
bank,  tickets  for  which  may  be  had  from  Mr. 
Peter  Jack,  fishing  tackle  maker,  High-street, 
Crieff,  a born  sportsman,  and  the  crack  rod  on 
the  Earn. 

The  Drummond  Castle  water  extends  for  three 
miles  along  the  south  bank,  tickets  for  which 
may  be  had  at  the  leading  hotels.  There  are 
many  pools  on  this  water,  in  fact  a pool  in  every 
2<  II I yards.  They  are  (going  dowm  stream)  Cook’s 
Dam,  klitchell’s  Dam,  Cook’s  Dyke,  Mill  Pool, 
Cobble  Pool,  Isle  of  Dargle  Stream,  Black’s  Hole, 
Basketmaker’s  Pod  (“fine  for  salmon”),  T'illy- 
varen  (Gaelic  for  clods),  Diel’s  Hole,  Wire  Paling 
Pool,  Cut  Water,  stream  below  Cut  Water,  Red- 
brae  Pool,  stream  below  Redbrae  Pool,  Railway 
Bridge  Pool,  Dam  of  Dornack,  a large  stream 
from  railway  bridge  to  Mills  of  Strathga’th. 
Strathga’th  was  the  first  Christian  station  from 
Iona.  David  I.  granted  a charter  to  the  monks 
here,  the  oldest  fishing  charter  in  existence,  which 
charter  is  in  Drummond  Castle.  All  these  are 
good  killing  grounds.  Low  portion  is  called 
Kilndoor,  and  is  said  to  be  fine  for  resting  fish. 
Immediately  below  is  Lynn  of  Dornack,  a splen- 
did salmon  pool.  IMill  Wheel  ( 'ast.  Last  comes 


dred  yards  below  the  point  where  the  Ruchil 
comes  in.  The  upper  reaches  of  this  stream  are 
strictly  preserved,  but  those  lower  down  are 
practically  open. 

The  Earn  above  Comrie  is  a narrow  stream, 
and  of  very  little  importance  for  angling.  Yet 
even  up  here  there  are  cruives,  although  I suspect 
they  are  not  now  worked.  On  reaching  St.  Lilians 
I came  in  sight  of  Loch  Earn,  at  the  low  end  of 
which  there  are  many  handsome  private  villas, 
most  of  which  have  boats  attached  for  the  fishing 
on  the  loch,  which  is  best  in  the  early  m mths. 
About  fit.  Lilians  the  country  is  pretty  and 
interesting,  and  to  rusticate  here  in  summer  and 
autumn  I should  think  must  be  del  ighlftil. 
Tliere  is  a hotel  possessing  ample  accommoda- 
tion, and  supplied  with  good  boats  for  fiahing 
on  the  loch.  About  the  other  end  of  the  loch, 
which  I reached  after  a good  tramp,  the  fishing 
would  seem  to  be  of  a better  description.  Here 
in  a beautiful  situation  is  the  well-appointed  and 
commodious  hotel  of  Lochearnhead.  A south- 
westerly or  westerly  wind,  with  sunshine  and 
cloud  alternating,  is  the  best  for  fishing  here. 
Edinample  Bay,  in  front  of  Edinample  Castle, 
across  tbe  loch  from  the  hotel,  is  the  finest  trour- 
ing  bay  in  the  whole  loch.  Ardevich  Bay,  about 
two  miles  down  on  the  north,  and  stretching  down 
to  Derry  Bay  beyond  Derry  Point,  a stretch  of 
one  mile,  may  be  considered  the  next.  At  nigliL 


HERRING  STONE  BAY,  LOOM  TAY. 


clad,  but  wooded  in  the  gullies,  presenting  a very 
picturesque  effect.  The  river’s  banks  for  some 
distance  up  are  very  thickly  wooded  close  in 
about.  At  Porteviot,  the  next  station,  modest 
accommodation  may  be  had  at  the  hotel,  but  the 
hotel-keeper  knew  nothing  more  about  the  fish- 
ings than  that  they  were  strictly  preserved.  He 
had  only  been  two  months  tenant  of  the  hotel, 
and  had  never  seen  anyone  fishing  the  river. 
The  May,  a favourite  fishing  stream  with  folk 
from  Perth,  joins  the  Earn  here.  A hire  may  be 
got  at  Porteviot  Hotel.  The  scenery  on  the  May 
is  very  ]iretty ; part  of  the  drive  being  through 
the  policies  of  Invermay,  of  which,  and  of  the  ' 
house  of  Invermay,  Lord  Clifford  is  ]iroprietor 
There  are  the  falls  of  klackersie  and  Craigen- 
divots  within  the  policies  which  are  very  pictur- 
esf|ue.  Some  very  heavy  baskets  of  mountain 
trout  are  got  from  the  May.  Leaving  Porteviot, 
and  finding  nothing  very  interesting  on  the  river, 
passing  Cunning  I came  to  Dup]din,  where  there 
is  a big  dyke,  and  another  on  the  Strathallan 
water.  'Phere  being  a considerable  distance 
between  these  cruives,  and  the  fish  being  allowed 
to  pass  the  Dujiplin  cruive  in  the  weekly  slaji, 
l:c  lierc  ar.d  are  readily  taken  by  the  projirietors, 
who  reserve  a'l  their  fishings;  whereas,  if  the 
Strathallan  cruive  were  opened  on  the  closing  of 
tlie  Dupplin,  tins  arrangement  would  allow  the 
fish  to  pass  to  the  upper  reaches,  which  they  caii 
scarcely  do  at  present.  As  it  is,  the  proprietors 


the  Boat  Hole,  which  is  a long  stretch  of  water, 
and  considered  fine  for  salmon.  Below  this  is 
thin  water-,  and  is  a splendid  trouting  stream. 
The  water  which  lies  in  contact  with  and  further 
tlown  stream  is  reserved  by  Drummond  Castle. 
Until  the  picturesffue  little  village  of  Comrie  is 
reached,  several  miles  further  inland,  the  fishing 
is  all  preserved,  although  permission  is  ofeen 
granted  by  Colonel  Williamson,  of  Lawers,  and 
Mr.  Stirling,  of  Strowan.  At  Comrie,  too,  free 
fishing  may  be  said  to  be  barred.  Hereabouts 
considerable  difficulty  is  found  in  naming  or  re- 
taining the  names  of  pools,  as,  owing  to  the 
winter  spates,  what  is  a pool  one  year  may  be  a 
ford  next  year,  and  rice  versa.  Among  the  chief 
casts  are  the  Long  Bank  and  the  Ark  or  Melton 
Hole. 

At  Comrie  the  Earn  is  joined  liy  the  Ruchil,  a 
fine,  dashing,  sparkling  stream,  and  a noted  haunt 
of  sea-trout  when  there  is  w-ater  in  the  right 
season  to  take  them  forward.  Often  permission 
can  be  had  for  the  Ruchil,  which  otherwise  is 
preserved.  Lynnawhoolich  and  Slough  I*ot, 
respectively  one  and  two  miles  up,  are  the  princi- 
pal casts  for  big  fish.  The  bed  of  the  Ruchil  is 
composed  of  large  pebbles  and  rock,  and  the  banks 
are  mostly  wooded,  so  densely  close  to  the  water 
in  some  jilaces  that  it  is  impossible  to  pass  along. 
Por  a bit  up  the  east  bank  is  high  and  pre- 
cipitou.s,  with  but  few  trees  adorning  it. 

The  Lednoch  joins  Ihe  Earn  about  four  hun- 


I between  9 and  12  o’clock,  the  head  of  the  loch 
fishes  remarkably  well  in  the  month  of  June. 
Char  fishing  is  very  good,  the  char  weighing 
from  lib.  to  Hb.  An  authority  of  thirty  years’ 
experience  says  that  Loch  Earn  is  the  best  loch 
for  char  fishing  that  he  knows  of.  In  its  upper 
stretches  fairish  numbers  of  large  trout  are  got 
by  trolling.  I was  told  that  shortly  before  my 
visit  a very  nice  trout  of  lib.  was  secured  by  this 
means,  and  that  not  many  years  previously  one 
scaling  close  upon  101b.  had  been  caught. 

Loch  Earn  may  be  called  a fitful  loch;  some 
days  it  gives  next  to  nothing,  other  days  it  w.ll 
astonish  the  angler.  In  June  this  year,  one 
gentleman,  an  officer,  in  one  day  landed  niuetj-- 
eight  trout  in  Edinample,  while  another  gentle- 
man fishing  on  the  north  shore  landed  ninety-two 
the  same  day.  August  and  September  are  con- 
sidered stift'  months  for  the  fly.  but  during  them 
trolling  will  work.  On  the  Ample  some  good 
trout  are  to  be  met  with. 

Prom  Lochearnhead  I proceeded  across  the 
watershed  and  journeyed  down  Glen  Dochart. 
The  pools  fished  on  the  Luib  Hotel  water,  Glen 
Docharf,  are  the  Auchessan  Burn  Pool,  the  R )ck 
Pool  (a  very  good  pool),  Rob  Roy’s  Pool,  Oak 
Pool,  Shepherd’s  Pool.  Then,  below  the  planta- 
tion, the  Double  Bend  (a  little  above  Luib 
station),  a stretch  of  400  yards,  forming  the 
letter  S.  The  Grey  Bend  is  considered  the  best 
pool  on  the  Dochart.  Below-  the  bridge  are  the 
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Ditch  Pool  or  Ijodcheny,  Anclilyne  Burn  Pool, 
the  Ford  Pool,  the  Dali  Pool,  Oak  Ford  Pool, 
named  because  at  one  time  there  was  the  trunk 
of  an  old  oak  stood  at  this  ford.  There  are  about 
a dozen  other  casta  lyiti"  amon"  these.  August 
and  September  are  con.sidered  llie  best  months 
for  trouting.  Salmon  are  not  taken  in  groat 
numbers.  The  Dochart  is  the  spawning  ground 
of  the  early  fish  of  Loch  Tay.  Few  trees  line  its 
banks,  only  a stunted  shrub  or  bush  hern  and 
there  ; marshes,  with  rich  meadow  land,  the  haunt 
of  many  wild  fowl,  characterise  it.  Higher  up 
there  is  abundance  of  birch  and  spruce  fir  trees, 
which,  on  the  face  of  the  hills,  rise  terrace  on 
terrace.  The  river  Hows  very  (piietly  over  a 
pebbly  bed  until  about  a mile  from  Killin,  when  its 
character  is  completely  altered,  changing  to  the 
impetuous,  and,  rushing  over  a rocky  channel, 
forms  a series  of  small  falls  in  one  mighty  torrent, 
the  sound  of  which  may  be  heard  from  a con- 
siderable distance.  Its  appearance  here  is  one  of 
the  wildest  grandeur  when  seen  from  the  Bridge 
of  Killin,  divided  by  an  island,  upon  which  grow 
many  Scotch  firs. 

The  fine  and  well-regulated  hotel  at  Killin,  at 
the  head  of  Loch  Tay,  has  fishing  on  the  Dochart, 
on  the  Lochay,  and  angling  rights  on  Loch  Tay  for 
salmon,  over  and  above  the  trouting.  On  the 
loch’s  south  shore  the  principal  bays  and  trolls 
for  salmon  are  Fir  Point,  Port  Maciver,  Fat  Man’s 
Rock,  O.tor  Rock,  Ardeonaig,  and  Wire  Fence. 
On  the  north,  Craigmaha,  Mornish  Point, 
Herringstone.  Island-na-Brafawn  or  Gull  Island, 
and  Kiltyre  Rocks.  February  is  the  best  month. 
The  fishing  commences  on  Jan.  25,  and  usually 
continues  good  until  the  end  of  April.  Number 
of  salmon  killed  this  year,  230 ; average  weight, 
211b.  A.  McD. 


A MODEL  SWIM  IN  THE 
TILLINOBOURNE. 


About  half  a mile  from  Dorking  Station  the 
stream  known  as  the  Tillingbourne  enters 
the  River  Mole.  Upon  this  stream,  as, 
indeed,  on  the  larger  river,  stand  several 
mills,  and  the  one  to  which  this  paper  bears 
particular  allusion  is  situated  rather  more 
than  a mile  from  the  station  before  alluded 
to.  Leaving  the  town  upon  the  left  we  pass 
through  Mr.  Tr.iwer’s  premises,  and  enter  the 
meadows  which  lie  upm  the  right-hand  of  the 
well-known  Surrey  town.  When  nearly  opposite 
St.  Martin'’s  Church,  we  strike  off  into  a kind  of 
by-path,  which  leads  us  directly  to  the  mill  now 
in  the  possession  of  Messrs.  Atlee.  At  the  back 
of  the  mill  is  a pond  of  considerable  magnitude  ; 
it  may  possibly  measure  eighty  yards  across 
in  its  widest  part.  At  the  western  extremity  of 
the  pond,  the  Tillingbourne  enters  through  a 
channel  archway,  while  the  space  between  the 
pond  and  the  river  forms  a kind  of  bridge,  about  five 
yards  in  width,  covered  with  grass  of  an  exquisite 
green  tint.  Standing  upon  the  brickwork  above 
the  channel,  the  stream  may  be  seen  flowing  at  a 
great  pace  underneath,  when  the  mill  is  at  work. 
It  runs  directly  for  the  race  at  the  mill-side  for 
about  fifty  yards.  From  thence  it  breaks  off  into 
two  eddies,  one  of  which,  flowing  to  the  left, 
returns  to  the  channel  before  mentioned,  while  the 
other  returns,  rather  more  slowly,  to  the  right, 
until  it  meets  the  left-hand  eddy,  when  the  two 
join,  and  once  more  follow  the  stream  in  the 
direction  of  the  race,  down  which  also  a large 
portion  of  the  water  finds  an  outlet.  The  pond 
hasan  abundance  of  fish  in  it,  namely,  roach,  porch, 
carp,  gudgeon,  and  rumour  also  says  that  a jack 
or  two,  of  considerable  size,  have  been  seen. 
Occasionally,  too,  a trout,  which  has  found  its  way 
into  the  lake  from  the  river,  may  be  grossed, 
and  placed  in  the  fisher’s  creel.  To  fi::h 
the  pond,  a Nottingham  reel,  with  very  fine 
tackle,  is  necessary.  An  ordinary  three  yard  gut 
line  should  be  used,  and  it  should  be  rather 
heavily  sho'ted;  while  the  float  must  be  of 
sufficient  size  to  carry  the  amount  of  shot  re- 
quired. It  has  been  my  good  fortune,  until 
lately,  to  receive  permission  from  the  genial  pro- 
prietor to  enjoy  many  excellent  days’  sport  on  the 
pond  ; but  of  late,  in  consequence  of  visitors,  who 
have  been  enjoying  the  hospitality  of  the 
generous  owner,  that  permission  has  been  with- 
drawn. In  fact,  I believe  that  very  few 
“ permits  ” for  fishing  are  now  gr.anted.  To  fish 


the  lake  j)roperly,  the  angler  must  stand,  as 
before  stated,  directly  upon  the  arch  or  culvert. 
Ho  then  drops  his  clay  balls  about  three  yards 
from  the  bank  into  the  stream.  The  dejrth  of 
water  there  is  about  4ft.,  hollowed  out,  as  it  is, 
by  the  rush  of  water.  It  then  shallows  to  about 
;>ft.,  until  it  strikes  a bank,  fifty  yards  out,  where 
the  current  divides.  Dropping  his  line  in,  baited 
with  paste,  gentles,  or  worms,  as  the  case  may  be, 
the  float,  after  getting  out  of  the  turbulent 
water-,  sails  along  beautifully  until  it  reaches  that 
spot  where  the  current  divides.  This  is  the  place 
where  the  fish  ai-e  to  be  found,  and  the  fisherman, 
by  slightly  lifting  his  light  line,  and  placing  it 
either  to  the  right  or  the  left-hand,  may  direct 
his  float  into  either  eddy.  Occasionally  it 
answers  the  angler’s  purpose  to  direct  his  float 
into  the  centre  of  one  or  the  other  eddy,  for, 
now  and  then,  some  of  the  biggest  roach  and 
car])  ai-e  to  he  struck  there.  Eii  passxnt, 
I would  remark,  that  it  is  not  the  pitch  for 
the  Lea  angler,  for,  unless  the  bait  can  be 
floated  nearly  to  the  bank  mentioned  above,  the 
fisher  will  not  be  able  to  add  much  to  his  bag. 
The  swim  resembles,  in  nearly  all  its  points,  a 
swim  in  the  Thames,  when  fishing  from  a punt. 
In  the  early  days  of  my  fishing  there,  the  miller 
would  biing  me  an  armchair,  which  he  fixed 
just  over  the  culvert,  and  there  I could  sit  at  my 
ease,  and  pull  out  some  of  the  large  roach  that 
inhabited  the  pond.  But,  upon  one  occasion, 
I found  that  as  soon  as  I began  to  show  myself, 
the  fish  retired  to  that  side  of  the  lake  adjacent 
to  the  mill-race  ; I therefore  discarded  the  arm- 
chair, and  retired  backwards  to  the  penstock, 
upon  which  I took  my  seat,  completely  out  of 
sight,  and  quite  as  comfortable  as  when  in  the 
armchair.  From  this  position  I have  caught 
roach  up  to  11b.,  and  carp  up  to  51b.  Scarcely 
ever,  since  I understood  how  to  fish  the  pond, 
have  1 left  without  taking  71b.  or  81b.  of  fish. 
Upon  the  bast  two  occasions,  in  one  week,  I took 
10|lb.  and  14Hb.  Of  course  I always  threw  back 
the  small  fish,  according  to  the  Thames  standard. 
Only  two  persons,  except  by  means  of  the 
ledger,  can  fish  the  swim  at  the  same  time,  that 
is,  with  any  hope  of  success,  for  weeds  are 
abundant,  and  an  angler  with  ordinary  tackle 
would  find  it  next  to  an  impossibility  to  get  his 
line  beyond  them.  It  was  while  seated  upon 
the  penstock  that  Mr.  .1.  Atlee  related  an  ad- 
venture concerning  his  son,  when  the  latter  took 
three  fish  at  one  haul,  21|lb.  in  weight.  He  was 
fishing  for  pike,  with  a roach  of  a quarter  of  a 
pound.  A 41b.  j ick  seized  the  roach,  and  was 
struck  by  the  angler.  After  a few  minutes 
play,  the  jack  was  drawn  towards  the  bank,  when 
an  enormous  pike  darted  like  a flash  of  lightning 
across  the  stream,  and  seized  the  4lb.  jack.  Mr. 
Atlee  played  the  fish  until,  fortunately,  the  line 
became,  by  some  means,  wound  round  the  head 
and  into  the  gills  of  the  larger  fish ; and  so, 
eventually,  the  whole  three  were  brought  to  land, 
when  the  pike  was  found  to  be  1 ?41b.  Glory 
enough  for  one  day  ! Seeing,  occasionally,  a few 
half-eaten  fish  lying  about,  I asked  Mr.  Atlee  if 
ever  he  suspected  the  presence  of  otters.  “ Oh 
yes  ! I have  seen  them.  Only  yesterday  I saw 
one  asleep  under  that  tree,”  pointing  to  one 
perhaps  twenty  yards  away.  “ Why  did  you  not 
shoot  it.-^”  I asked.  “Shoot  it,  my  dear  sir,  I 
like  to  see  them  about  the  place.  Why  if  we 
shoot  all  the  otters,  and  make  other  improve- 
ments that  are  thought  necessary,  we  should  soon 
be  able  to  say  that  we  were  in  the  metropolitan 
district  with  a vengeance.”  One  day  when 
fishing  the  pond,  I noticed  that  the  roach,  from 
the  river  side,  had  congregated  under  the  spread- 
ing boughs  of  a tree  which  overhung  the  stream. 
I was  just  able  to  drop  a line  in  between  the 
boughs,  where  there  was  a depth,  perhaps,  of 
3ft.  of  water.  Hardly  had  I dropped  in  my  paste, 
when  down  went  the  float,  and  a half-pounder 
was  quickly  grassed.  And  so  the  game  went  on, 
until  I had  bagged  about  two  dozen  roach, 
nearly  all  being  of  the  same  weight.  At  the 
end  of  an  hour  not  a fish  was  to  be  seen, 
so  I returned  to  the  swim  on  the  other  side 
of  the  natural  bridge.  There  are  always 
one  or  two  trout  feeding  within  throwing  dis- 
tance of  the  penstock,  and  as  they  take  a fly  very 
readily,  I never  visited  the  pool  without  my  fly- 
rod.  In  the  early  part  of  the  summer,  while 
roach  fishing,  I noticed  about  twelve  yards  up 
the  stream  that  one  of  tho  speckled  beauties  was 


continually  rising  at  a small  fly.  I leant  over 
and  placed  my  landing-net  handle  athwart  the 
current,  at  the  river  side  of  tho  culvert,  when  1 
soon  rescued  a couple  of  black  goats  from  a 
watery  grave.  Quickly  putting  on  one  of  the 
aforesaid  double-winged  specimens  of  Holroyd's, 
I threw  over  the  rising  fish,  and  took  him  at  the 
second  cast.  His  weight  was  IHb.  I once  caught 
a carp  in  the  pool  in  the  following  way  : Cutting 
oft'  a decent  sized  cube  of  stale  bread,  1 placed  it 
on  a No.  7 hook.  I then,  without  any  float  or 
shot  on  the  line,  sent  it  down  the  swim  to  where 
it  parted  into  the  two  eddies.  Lifting  my  light 
roach  line,  I steered  it  into  the  centre  of  the  right- 
hand  eddy,  about  fifteen  yards  from  my  position 
on  the  bank.  I could  see  tho  small  fry  having  a 
game  of  water  polo  with  the  floating  cube  of 
bread.  All  at  once  it  disappeared,  and  the  light 
Nottingham  reel  ran  out.  Dropping  my  punt 
rod,  I seized  the  other,  and  struck,  when  a lively 
little  struggle  commenced,  and  went  on  until  I 
had  drawn  up  a nice  carp  of  31b.  to  the  bank. 
But  no  more  could  I get  that  day,  which  was  now 
fast  closing  in.  So  I brailed  up  as  the  chimes 
from  St.  Martin’s  gave  notice  of  the  waning  and 
fleeting  hours,  and  hied  me  to  the  station  at 
Dorking,  well  satisfied  with  my  day’s  fishing,  at 
what  I shall  always  call  a *'  model  swim.” 

Sxii.aw  Hat. 


A DISH  OP  SNOW  BROTH. 


“ I SEE  by  this  morning’s  paper  that  the  coal 
strike  is  over,  my  dear,”  said  I to  my  wife  on 
Saturday,  Nov.  18.  The  partner  of  my  joys  and 
sorrows  looked  up  with  a glad  smile,  and  was 
instantly  overflowing  with  good  humour.  This 
was  the  opportunity  I was  angling  for.  Now 
is  the  time  to  break  the  news ; so,  producing  a 
letter  I had  that  morning  received  from  an  angling 
friend  in  Bedfordshire,  I read  the  following  aloud 
to  her : 

“ The  water  is  now  in  fair  condition.  Rather 
clear ; but  I think  by  fishing  fine  there  is  a good 
chance  of  sport  amongst  the  pike.  Come  down 
to-day  if  possible,  so  that  we  can  have  a long 
ilay  at  them  to-morrow.  Do  not  postpone  until 
December,  as  you  did  last  time,  or  we  may  again 
have  our  sport  spoiled  by  snow  broth.  Send  me 

a wire,  and  I will  meet  4 p.m.  train ■” 

Oh,  Tom,”  interrupted  my  wife,  “ I don’t  like 
your  fishing  on  Sundays.  Besides,  it  is  so  far  to 
go;  have  a day  with  him  in  the  Christmas 
holidays.”  But  I had  quite  made  up  my  mind  that 
I would  be  in  Bedfordshire  that  afternoon,  and 
so,  wheedling  the  missus  round  by  pointing  out 
to  her  how  much  I had  been  confined  in  the  office 
lately,  and  how  necessary  to  my  health  a day’s 
fishing  in  the  country  was,  she  reluctantly 
consents,  and  the  afternoon  finds  me  seated  in 
the  train  which  is  rapidly  bearing  me  towards  the 
home  of  my  angling  friend.  When  I reached  the 
little  station  the  wind  was  very  boisterous,  and  the 
rain  pouring  down  in  torrents.  After  the  first 
greetings  of  welcome  were  over,  I eagerly  asked  my 
friend  if  the  rain  was  likely  to  colour  the  water. 
He  responded  in  the  affirmative,  expressing,  how- 
ever, a hope  that  the  wind  would  drop,  or  our 
long-anticipated  day’s  pike  fishing  would  after 
all  be  an  uncomfortable  one.  How  the  wind 
roared  around  the  old  farmhouse,  as  later  on  we 
took  our  seats  by  the  fire,  beguiling  one  another 
with  graphic,  and  I fear  in  some  instances,  ex- 
aggerated accounts  of  the  sport  we  had  had  since 
last  we  grasped  each  other’s  hands ! In  this 
enjoyable  manner  the  evening  was  rapidly  draw- 
ing to  a close,  when  the  following  w irds  of  ill- 
omen  were  addressed  to  my  friend  by  a servant  : 
“ It’s  snowing  hard,  sir,  and  has  been  for  some 
time;  melting  as  fast  as  it  comes  down.  If 
it  continues,  shall  you  reipiire  breakfast  at 
7.30?”  “Yes!”  replied  my  friend,  “we  must 
try  now,  come  what  will.”  As  she  departed,  we 
looked  in  each  other's  faces,  and  each  simul- 
taneously uttered  the  ominous  words,  “snow 
broth.”  With  feelings  somewhat  akin  to  despair 
we  wished  each  other  “ Good-night,’'  anxiously 
hoping,  as  fishermen  do  at  such  trying  times,  that 
it  would  prove  only  a passing  storm,  and  that  the 
morrow  would  break  bright  and  clear.  Alas  ! for 
our  hopes,  for,  on  waking  at  daybreak,  I saw  from 
my  casement  that  the  earth  was  clothed  in  white- 
ness. However,  after  a hearty  breakfast,  we  bent 
our  steps  to  the  river,  and  found  the  water  much 
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more  coloured  than  tlie  night  before,  and,  know- 
ing as  we  did,  that  the  colouring  was  caused  by 
snow,  we  felt  at  starting  that  our  chances  of 
sport  were  very  remote.  And  so  it  proved,  for 
beyond  one  gaunt,  hungry-looking  pike,  .about 
18in.  in  length,  we  did  literally  nothing;  and  yet 
how  perseveringly  we  tried,  and  how  bravely  we‘ 
faced  the  bitterly  inclement  weather,  hypocriti- 
cally pretending  that  we  thought  the  sun  would 
soon  shine,  and  pike,  in  consef(uonce,  feed  well. 
ITe  hnexv  hefter.  Yes,  it  was  certainly  through 
no  lack  of  pluck  that  our  day  turned  out  a blank, 
for,  starting  with  but  little  hope  in  the  morning, 
we  stuck  bravely  to  our  rods  to  the  last,  and  that 
through  such  a day  as  I hope  I may  never  again 
be  called  ujion  to  sjiend  by  the  riverside.  . . . 

Late  in  the  evening  of  that  sportless  day,  with 
angling  ardour  considerably  damped,  I was 
welcomed  home  by  my  good  wdfe,  with  many  an 
anxious  inquiry  as  to  sport,  and  many  an 
expression  of  hope  that  the  exposure  would 
not  lay  me  up.  To  the  former  I muttered  the 
words  “pea  soup”  and  “snow  broth”  as  an 
excuse  for  bringing  home  no  fish.  My  wife  joy- 
fully caught  at  the  words  in  a moment,  saying, 
“ Oh,  Tom,  I am  so  glad  you  had  soup  and  broth, 
because  they  are  so  nourishing,  and  such  good 
things  to  stave  off  a cold.”  Tom. 


WELSH  ANGLING  STATIONS. 

(Reprinteu  from  George  Ag.\r  Hans.vrd's 

“ Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing  in  Wales.”) 

[Continued  from  page  44-t.) 

Sr.  Damd's,  at  the  confluence  of  the  Tarrell 
and  the  Uske. 

De\  ynock,  nine  miles  from  Brecknock,  at  the 
confluence  of  the  Lenni  and  the  Uske. 

Grwyne  V.vwr,  six  miles  and  three-quarters 
fron  Crickhowel,  on  the  Grwvney  A^awr  stream. 

Gwexddwr,  "the  Fair  Water,”  seven  miles 
from  Buillh,  on  the  Wye. 

Gwravog,  "the  Summer  Bank,”  five  miles  from 
Builth,  on  the  Irvon. 

II  AY,  on  the  Wye.  — excellent  fishing 
station. 

Gl.vngravny.  two  miles  from  Crickhowel.  ay  here 
the  Greater  and  Lesser  Grwny.  two  streams,  tlow 
into  the  Uske. — This  is  one  of  the  best  stations  in 
the  countg. 

Llanddeayi  ’ll  CwYi,  “the  Church  of  St.  David 
in  the  Vale,”  two  miles  and  a half  from  Builth. 
It  is  very  pleasantly  situated  on  the  Dihoner, 
near  its  junction  Avith  the  Wye,  and  comprehends 
much  rich  and  beautiful  scenery.  The  village 
occupies  a beautiful  eminence,  at  the  foot  of  Avhich 
floAvs  the  river,  which  is  here  but  narrow.  On  its 
b.anks,  near  the  church,  is  some  romantic  scenery, 
as  also  in  a deep  glen,  through  which  flows  the 
small  brook  Bwlch. — Excellent  salmon,  trout,  and 
grayling, 

Llandevailog  Vacii,  two  miles  and  a half  from 
Brecknock.  Though  small,  this  village  is  of  pre- 
possessing appearance,  delightfully  situated  on  the 
western  bank  of  the  River  Honddn,  which  washes 
the  churchyard  wall  in  its  course  to  join  the 
Uske.  One  of  the  most  pleasing  scenes  in  the 
Vale  of  Ilonddu  is  viewed  in  the  approach  to 
Llandevailog  Church.  Opposite  to  the  heights, 
under  which  stands  Gian  Honddu,  several  woody 
knolls,  terminating  in  verdant  meadoAvs,  slope 
gently  towards  the  margin  of  the  river,  partially 
seen  emerging  from  a thick  grove  which  covers 
its  pi'ecipitous  banks  ; the  church  tower  just  rises 
above  the  dark  foliage  of  the  venei’able  yews  by 
which  it  is  surrounded,  while  in  the  back-ground 
the  landscape  appears  to  be  entirely  enclosed  by 
successive  ranges  of  distant  hills. 

Llandilo  ’ll  A^an,  twelve  miles  from  Brecknock. 
Here  are  three  brooks — the  Maiven,  the  Ethrym, 
and  the  Cilieni;  the  two  former  unite  near  the 
church,  and,  about  a mile  lower  down,  flow  into 
the  latter,  which  preserves  its  name  until  it  falls 
into  the  Uske  at  Lontmaes. 

Llaneli.y,  four  miles  from  Abergavenny.  — 
Fish,  ujiwards  towards  Crickhowel.  The  Clydach 
here  falls  into  and  poisons  the  Avaters  of  the 
I Ake. 

Llangam.m  ARCH,  nine  miles  from  Builth,  situated 
at  the  point  Avhere  a mountain  stream  flows  into 
the  Irvon. — Good  angling.  The  pi'ospect  here 
commands  a view  of  the  Irvon  from  Llamcamddwr 
to  the  influx  of  the  River  Dulais,  the  lianks  of 


which  are  finely  Avooded  tlu-oughout  this  part  of 
its  course. 

T;ANgeney,  one  mile  and  a half  from  fb’ickhowel, 
on  the  Grwyney.  The  A'ale  of  Gwryney,  in  which 
the  village  is  embosomed,  is  enclosed  by  lofty  hiUs 
clothed  AA’ith  the  richest  groves,  and  the  stream 
bordered  on  each  side  by  beautifully  verdant 
meadows. 

Li.angyniher,  five  miles  from  Crickhowel,  on 
the  Uske. 

Llanvihangel  Cav.m  dhu,  four  miles  from  Crick- 
howel. The  vale  in  Avhich  it  is  situated  is  watered 
by  the  River  Rhyaugoll,  or  “ the  sheltered 
stream.” 

Ll.vnvih.vngel  Tal  y Llyn,  at  the  head  of  Llan- 
gorse  Pool. — Perch,  pike,  and  eels. 

Llanayrtyd,  twelve  miles  from  Llandovery.  The 
Irvon  and  several  small  streams. 

Maescar,  seven  miles  from  Brecknock,  on  the 
Uske. 

Merthyr  Cynog,  eight  miles  from  Brecknock, 
betAveen  the  Yseir  and  the  Honddu. 

Penbyballt,  eight  miles  from  Builth,  at  the 
junction  of  the  Cammarch  and  the  Irvon. — 
Salmon,  trout,  and  eels.  Near  the  church  is  a 
celebrated  inn,  called  Tavern  y pridd. 

Penyont,  five  miles  from  Brecknock,  at  the  con- 
fluence of  the  tkamlais  and  the  Uske.  The 
beautiful  seat  of  Parry  AVilliaras,  Esq. 

Pii’TON,  four  miles  and  a half  from  Hay,  between 
the  Llynvi  and  the  AVa'o. 

Rhosaerihg,  one  mile  and  a half  from  Builth, 
between  the  AVye  and  the  AVhevri. — The  latter 
river  is  famous  for  the  abundance  and  excellence 
of  its  trout. 

PoNTA  AN,  four  miles  from  Brecknock,  on  the 
Y'seir. 

Talgarth,  nine  miles  from  Brecknock,  on  an 
eminence  rising  gently  from  the  River  Bnnig, 
which,  after  precipitating  itself  over  several 
successive  ledges  of  rock,  falls  into  the  River 
Llynnvi. 

Tr  allong,  five  miles  and  a half  from  Brecknock. 
The  Bran  and  the  Celieni,  Avhich  fall  into  the 
LTske. 

Tretower,  three  miles  from  Crickhowel,  on  the 
River  Rhiangol,  which,  after  passing  through  the 
beautiful  vale  of  CAVindu,  falls  into  the  Uske 
near  this  place.  Adjoining  the  castle  grounds  is 
“the  fair  place  of  Henry  A^ehan,  Esq.,’  now  a 
farmhouse.  Among  the  descendants  of  that 
ancient  family  Avas  Sir  Roger  Vaughan,  knighted 
in  the  agonies  of  death,  by  Henry  the  Fifth  on  the 
field  of  Agincourt,  together  with  Sir  Davil  Gam 
and  two  others  of  his  bi’ave  countrymen,  who  re- 
ceived their  death  wounds  in  their  sovereign’s 
defence. 

Ystradvelltry,  fifteen  miles  from  Brecknock, 
beautifully  situated  in  the  sequestered  vale  of 
Melte,  on  a branch  of  that  river,  which,  in 
summer,  when  the  water  is  low,  runs  through  a 
confined  rocky  channel  till  it  arrives  nearly 
opposite  the  village,  where  it  enters  a whirlpool 
on  its  southern  bank,  and  disappears  until  it 
reaches  a very  remarkable  cavern,  a little  below 
Forth  yr  Ogov,  or  “ the  Mouth  of  the  Cave.” 
Through  this  cavern  the  Melte  pursues  its  course, 
rushing  over  the  rocky  fragments  that  obstruct 
its  progress,  and  near  the  centre  precipitates 
itself  from  a considerable  height  into  a deep  abyss, 
where  the  roaring  of  the  cataract  and  the  darkness 
of  the  cavern  tend  to  excite  a sensation  of  awe. 
At  the  distance  of  a few  hundred  feet  the  river 
reappears,  and,  in  time  of  floods,  hursts  out  with 
prodigious  force,  forming  a series  of  cataracts  of 
uncommon  grandeur  ard  beauty.  From  a pro- 
jecting cliff  at  the  eastern  side  of  the  vale  the 
river,  just  above  its  confluence  with  the  Hepstc, 
descends  in  one  unbroken  sheet,  forming  a mag- 
nificent cascade,  of  which  the  noise  is  tremendous, 
and  such  is  the  violence  of  its  fall  that  it  loses 
every  appearance  of  water,  and  assumes  that  of 
heavy  spray  and  foam.  From  this  point  the 
river  struggles  through  a deep  channel,  obstructed 
by  rocks  projecting  on  each  side  of  its  precipitous 
banks,  and  diverting  its  current  into  a variety  of 
fantastic  directions  for  nearly  tlu’ee  miles,  until 
it  falls  into  the  Neath  or  Nedd  A^echan.  There 
are  several  other  fine  cataracts  in  the  immediate 
vicinity. — Fish  directly  under  the  various  falls. 
There  is  abundance  of  trout,  &q.,  in  this  wild  but 
hospitable  neighbourhood.  The  spring  of  the 
year  affords  the  most  diversion,  as  in  dry  summers 
the  rapid  streams  become  very  shalloAV.  At 
such  times  a bottom  of  single  stallion’s  hair,  a 


very  fine,  light  hook,  and  a tough  brandling 
thrown  out  like  the  artificial  fly,  will  be  very 
successful. 

Artifk  lAL  Flies. — The  Blue,  the  Red,  and  the 
Brown,  the  Oil  Fly,  and  the  Wky  Blue. 

The  Lakes  of  Brecknock. 

Llyn  S.av.adon  (bei'M'een  Crickhowel  and 
Brecknock). 

This  lake  is  also  known  by  the  names  of  Llan- 
gorse  Mere,  Brecknock  Mere,  and  sometimes 
AVelshpool.  It  is  a very  beautiful  sheet  of  water, 
about  two  miles  in  length,  one  in  breadth,  and  five 
in  circumference,  and  is  broadest  between  the 
churches  of  Llangorse  and  Langasty  tal  y Lynn. 
On  approaching  the  source  of  the  Llanvi,  or 
“ Lake  AVater,”  it  takes  a sweep,  and  the  river 
flows  through  the  midst  of  it,  without  deigning 
(as  the  good  folks  of  the ' neighbouring  villages 
assert)  to  mix  its  waters  with  those  of  the  lake.* 
The  general  depth  is  about  ten  feet,  the  deepest 
part  being  near  Llangorse  and  Catherdine,  Avhere 
it  measures  twelve  or  fifteen  yards.  As  the  lake 
diminishes  very  gradually  from  the  centre 
towards  the  shore,  flat-bottomed  boats  can  alone 
be  used. 

This  water  contains  pike,  perch,  and  eels  of  an 
enormous  size.  The  former  are  sometimes  caught 
weighing  thirty  or  forty  pounds,  but  they  are 
inferior  in  flavour  to  those  of  the  AVye.  The  jierch 
are  generally  small,  five  or  six  together  weighing 
not  more  than  a pound.  Of  these  there  is  a great 
abundance.  Some  ai'e  occasionally  taken  of  three 
pounds,  and  when  of  that  size,  are  considered  a 
great  delicacy.  They  are  caught  with  nets, 
pitched  in  the  middle  of  the  pool,  for  the  fisher- 
men cannot  drag  them  to  land;  also  by 
angling,  ground-baits,  &c.  All  persons  haA’ing 
property  adjoining  the  lake  possess  the  right  of 
keeping  a boat  upon  its  waters,  and  many  are 
also  kept  by  the  fishermen  residing  in  the  village 
of  Llangorse. 

On  the  sides  of  this  lake,  for  a considerable 
distance  from  the  shore,  are  reeds  of  different 
kind-L  but  principally  that  elegant  species  the 
Ai'iindo  phragtnites,  here  of  luxuriant  growth  and 
great  beauty.  The  surrounding  scenery  is 
pleasingly  varied,  and  from  the  higher  grounds 
are  some  fine  prospects  over  the  distant  country, 
comprehending,  on  the  east,  the  Black  Mountains 
of  Talgarth.  Concerning  the  original  formation 
of  Llangorse  Pool,  a strange  anecdote  is  preserved 
among  the  Harleian  MSS.,  No.  5831.  A young 
man  of  small  property  pays  his  addresses  to  the 
Lady  of  Llansafeddon,  by  whom  he  is  rejected  on 
account  of  his  inferiority  of  fortune,  upon  which 
he  robs  and  murders  a carrier.  After  displaying 
his  ill-gotten  wealth,  he  again  offers  himself,  and 
being  interrogated  how  he  acquired  it,  he  con- 
fesses his  crime  to  her  under  an  injunction  of 
secrecy.  Still  she  refuses  him  until  he  repairs 
to  the  grave  of  the  deceased  and  appeases  his 
ghost.  This  he  readily  undertakes.  Upon  ap- 
proaching the  spot  a hollow  voice  is  heard  to 
exclaim,  “ Is  there  no  vengeance  for  innocent 
blood  ? ” Another  answers,  " Not  until  the  ninth 
generation.”  Satisfied  to  find  the  evil  day  sp  far 
protracted,  the  lady  marries  him,  and  their  issue 
multiplies  so  fast  that  the  parents  survive  until  that 
period.  Still  the  judgment  does  not  immediately 
follow,  whereupon,  in  derision  of  the  prophecy, 
they  prepare  a great  feast ; but  in  the  midst  of 
their  jollity  and  triumph  a mighty  earthquake 
swallows  up  the  whole  family,  and  their  houses 
and  lands  are  covered  by  the  lake.  It  is  an  un- 
doubted fact  that  the  peasantry  on  itsbanks  firmly 
believe  in  the  truth  of  this  tradition,  and  they 
still  point  out  to  the  stranger,  when  the  water  is 
clear  and  unruffled,  the  ruins  of  these  ancient 
dwellings  scattered  over  its  rocky  bed. 

The  other  lakes  are ; — 

Paa'll  Bivery,  a few  miles  from  Capel  Call  wen. 

Llyn  Vaavh,  about  six  miles  from  Devynnock. 


Robert  Grant,  the  author  of  “ The  Reflections 
of  a Married  IMan,”  contributes  a short  story, 
“The  Bachelor’s  Christmas,”  to  the  December 
Scribner  $,  Avhich  introduces  a novel  suggestion 
for  the  entertainment  of  single  gentlemen  who 
are  rather  in  the  way  at  family  reunions. 

* This  appears  to  be  a universal  popular  error  ; the 
same  thing  being  asserted  of  the  Rhone  in  its  passage 
through  the  Lake  of  GeneA'a,  .and  also  of  the  Dee  in  its 
course  through  that  of  13.ala. 
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IPcoviitcial  Botes 

; FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

: Tho  majority  of  our  Jiirmiiighiim  clulis,  such  as  thoso 

who  do  not  rent  water,  aro  just  now  liaving  a very  busy 
time,  as  just  a poop  into  tho  club-rooms  on  tlio 
mooting  nights  will  sliow.  'J’ho  rooms  aro,  whoro  there 
■ aro  largo  clubs  held,  in  all  cases  full  up  with  anxious 

mombors  who  aro  desirous  of  finishing  up  the  year  by 
paying  up  all  arrears,  such  as  contributions,  fines,  &o., 
BO  as  to  bo  in  a position  to  take  an  etiual  share  of  tho 
funds  of  the  society  after  the  expenses  have  been 
■ defrayed.  We  have  many  of  these  kind  of  working 

f men’s  clubs  that  divide  their  funds  at  tho  end  of  each 

' year,  and  in  a few  of  the  clubs  the  amount  paid  out  is 

k within  about  a shilling  of  what  tho  member  pays  in,  the 

I whole  of  the  expenses  being  partly  paid  by  the  fines  and 

^ entrance  fees,  &c.  We  have  a few  clubs  that  rent  water 

I and  pay  a dividend  as  well — for  instance,  the  large  Rose 

I and  Crown  club,  which  is  about  150  strong,  rent  water 

I at  Stourport,  and  pay  about  .£10  per  year  for  it,  the 

members  paying  3d.  per  week  contribution,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  receive  about  11s.  dividend.  Such 
clubs  as  these  are  doing  a great  amount  of  good,  and 
give  a great  deal  of  satisfaction  to  tho  members.  There 
are  other  clubs  that  cannot  get  water  to  their  liking,  if 
they  could  they  would  only  be  too  pleased  to  expend  a 
portion  of  their  funds  to  rent  the  same.  There  is  a 
special  rule  at  the  dividend  clubs  which  is  to  tho  effect 
that  all  members  must  be  clear  on  the  club  books  at  the 
close  of  tho  year,  or  they  will  not  bo  entitled  to  their 
share  of  tho  dividend.  This  goes  to  show  the  reason 
I why  the  clubs  are  so  well  patronised  just  at  present,  as 

, all  are  eager  to  I'eceive  their  shares  for  Christinas. 

Tho  City  Society,  which  was  formed  by  the  employes 
of  tho  various  theatres  and  concert  halls  in  Birmingham, 
and  who  now  hold  their  meetings  on  Sunday  evenings 
at  the  Unicorn  Inn,  Digbeth,  have  been  in  a very  low 
financial  and  numerical  position  of  late  ; and  the  end  of 
the  present  year  will  in  all  probability  see  the  finish 
of  the  club,  without  something  is  done  whereby  the 
strength  of  the  society  may  be  increased.  The  number 
of  members  during  the  last  six  months  has  been  below 
the  association  standard,  but  they  have  carried  the  club 
on  in  the  hope  that  they  might  increase  and  multiply  ; 
but,  alas  \ the  reverse  to  this  has  taken  place,  and  there 
are  not  a dozen  members  left  in  the  society.  Sunday 
night  is  not  altogether:  a night  suitable  for  a club  to  be 
held,  and  in  many  instances  it  has  not  been  convenient 
for  those  members  to  attend  who  belonged  to  the  club, 
and  were  not  employed  at  any  of  the  places  of  amuse- 
ment in  the  city.  Hence  the  cause  of  them  leaving  the 
club  and  joining  others.  I have  mentioned  these  cir- 
cumstances to  a few  of  the  remaining  members,  and  an 
effort  will  be  made  to  hold  club  meetings  on  Wednesday 
nights  instead  of  Sunday.  I think  that  if  this  is  done 
the  club  will  in  a short  time  regain  its  jiosition  both 
financially  and  numerically. 

The  weather  has  been  playing  us  a funny  game  lately, 
for  during  the  last  two  weeks  we  have  had  every  assort- 
ment of  weather  imaginable — frost,  snow,  rain,  sleet, 
fog,  with  now  and  again  a few  hours  of  bright  sun- 
shine and  springlike  weather.  Such  violent  fluctuations 
are  worse  and  far  more  trying  than  the  coldest  weather, 
and  it  will  be  a good  thing  when  the  weather  makes  up 
its  mind  what  it  is  to  be  this  winter. 

During  the  spells  'of  bright  weather  the  anglers  who 
live  adjacent  to  the  rivers  have  had  some  decent  sport. 
I have  just  received  a letter  from  Pershore  saying  that 
one  of  the  anglers  there  took  401b.  of  bream  last  week 
with  the  stewed  wheat,  the  largest  fish  being  7.^Ub.,  and 
also  that  the  roach  were  taking  the  small  red  worm,  the 
fish  running  over  Hb.  each.  Pike  fishing  on  the  Avon 
very  quiet. 

A general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  at  the  headquarters  on  Thursday 
evening  next,  Dec.  14;  chair  taken  at  8.15  prompt. 

The  half  yearly  subscription  is  now  due  to  the 
Birmingham  Association,  and  the  general  secretary  will 
attend  at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield,  on 
Saturday  evening,  Dec.  10,  from  8 till  10.30,  to  receive 
the  same.  Any  club  failing  to  pay  on  or  before  this 
date  will  be  fined  2s.  (id. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

There  has  been  no  lack  of  sport  in  the  Pen  district 
this  week.  The  continuance  of  the  fine  open  weather 
has  not  only  favoured  trolling,  but  it  has  induced 
several  bottom-fishermen  to  have  another  try  after  the 
roach  and  perch.  Considering  the  advanced  season, 
some  nice  bags  have  been  made,  one  or  two  gentlemen 
getting  as  much  as  81b.  and  91b.  of  roach  with  the  worm. 
The  best  takes  of  pike  this  week  are  reported  from  the 
Witham.  Mr.  Slater,  in  two  days,  got  over  GOlb., 
ineluding  a very  fine  fish  of  121b.;  and  another  sports- 
man (Mr.  Dawglish)  landed  eight,  averaging  about  41b. 
a piece,  in  the  Bardney  district.  Mr.  Nixon  has  taken 
91b.  and  71b.  specimens  from  the  Forty-foot  since 
Tuesday  ; and  Mr.  Kitchen,  on  Wednesday,  was  respon- 
sible for  one  of  81b.  Encouraging  reports  arc  also  to 
hand  from  the  Welland. 


FRCM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  principal  items  of  interest  occupying  the  pisca- 
torial mind  of  this  county  are  thoso  wliich  constitute 
some  necessary  adjuncts  to  angling.  Of  these,  annual 
meetings  and  dinners  form  the  most  important,  whilst 
stocking  is  a good  second.  A very  gratifying  item  comes 
from  Liverpool.  Mr.  Edward  S.  Bolton  writes  to  tho 
effect  that  his  society.  East  End  Friendlies,  have 


successfully  extended  tlieir  fishing  faeilitics  by  tho 
aci|uisition  of  tho  rights  of  fishing  over  a largo  ost, ate 
in  ('hosidro,  containing  l)otweon  fifty  and  sixty  ponds  of 
various  kinds,  and  a portion  of  a largo  mere.  All  thoso 
waters  contain  plenty  of  mature  fish,  so  that  good  sport 
is  now  confidently  anticipated.  Tho  committee  of 
tho  Manchester  District  Anglers’  Association,  at  a 
recent  meeting  decided  to  proceed  with  the  stocking  of 
Whaley  Bridge  reservoir,  and  for  that  purpose  have 
secured  .500  fine  (ish  offered  to  them,  viz.,  300  roach 
and  200  perch,  all  mature  healthy  fish.  Speaking  ot 
this  fishery  reminds  us  of  a letter  from  a firm  of  soli- 
citors which  appeared  in  a Manchester  paper  on  the  1st, 
and  if  we  are  to  judge  by  the  tenor  of  this  letter  the 
unfortunate  dispute  is  not  at  an  end. 

The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  the  Kingfisher  Angling 
Society  was  held  on  the  5th.  The  members  assembled 
in  fair  numbers  at  the  social  board  previous  to  the 
meeting.  The  business  part  of  tho  evening  was  pro- 
longed to  an  unusually  late  hour,  owing  to  a lengthy 
agenda.  In  order  to  safeguard  the  interests  of  the 
soeicty  it  has  been  thought  necessary  to  appoint  trustees. 
This  has  been  done,  and  now  a committee  is  apijointed 
to  revise  the  rules  and  reprint  the  same.  Mr.  Prescott 
reported  the  safe  transfer  of  one  hundred  mirror  carp 
to  the  waters  at  Molyneux.  The  smoking  concert  at 
the  Falstaff  Hotel,  Manchester,  was  a great  success, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  Mr.  Cleminson  will  .see  his 
way  to  promote  another  when  the  coming  popular 
holidays  are  over.  The  best  thanks  of  the  angling 
fraternity  are  due  to  Mr.  Cleminson  for  initiating  this 
style  of  concert,  independent  of  any  association  or 
society. 

The  King  Angling  Society  came  into  existence  with  a 
great  flourish  of  trumpets,  and  straightway  obtained  a 
front  place,  and  then  almost  as  ((uickly  took  a modest 
and  quiet  position,  very  little  being  heard  of  it  ; but  it 
is  satisfactory  to  learn  that  the  society  is  still  in  a 
flourishing  condition  ; though  why  a juvenile  rod-maker 
in  Chancery-lane  is  styled  “ old  veteran  ” we  fail  to  see  ; 
at  any  rate,  they  can  run  a good  sing-song. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

Very  few  anglers  have  been  out  after  the  pike  during 
the  past  week,  although  the  waters  of  the  county,  both 
rivers  and  broads,  are  in  good  condition,  having  quite 
recovered  from  tho  effects  of  last  week’s  storms. 

"Professor”  Day  had  some  good  sport  on  Monday  on 
Rockland  Broad,  getting  a capital  basket  of  fish.  Mr. 
J.  L.  Cope,  of  London,  took  a 71b.  pike  on  Thursday, 
on  Wroxham  Broad.  Several  other  fish  have  been  taken 
at  Barton,  and  on  the  broads  connected  with  the  Thurne 
river,  but  nothing  of  any  size  has  been  secured. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  rise  of  the  Trent,  mentioned  in  my  notes  last 
week,  has  done  considerable  good  as  regards  cleansing 
the  bottom  and  sides  of  the  river  ; but  to  coarse  fish 
anglers  as  a whole  the  extra  water  was  insufficient  to 
bring  up  the  big  roach  and  bream.  The  water  con- 
tained any  amount  of  colour,  but,  unfortunately,  it  was 
of  the  wrong  kind  for  the  taking  of  the  species  named 
with  any  degree  of  certainty.  Our  fishermen  prefer,  as 
a rule,  a Staffordshire  water.  The  last  rise  chiefly 
emanated  from  the  Derwent,  the  fishing  in  which,  below 
Derby,  gradually  grows  from  bad  to  worse.  The  reason 
is  not  far  to  seek  ; it  is  well  known  to  visitors,  so  that 
further  comment  is  unnecessary. 

Boisterous  winds  at  the  close  of  last  week  and  a severe 
visitation  of  frost  were  not  conducive  to  sport  of  any 
description.  The  waters  of  the  river  were  lining  down, 
and  in  a lowering  stream  coarse  fish  show  no  disposition 
to  accept  either  worm  or  maggot.  On  Monday  many 
patrons  of  the  Weston  fishery  w'ere  out  below  the 
Cliffe,  but  only  two — Messrs.  Wilson  and  Heakey — were 
reported  to  have  killed  a fish.  These  anglers  each 
caught  a chub,  weighing  respectively  21b.  9Joz.  and 
21b.  9ioz. 

Pike  were  caught  on  Monday  in  the  Stoke  and  Shelford 
waters,  which,  until  quite  recently,  were  haunted  by  a 
notorious  gang  of  Nottingham  fishermen,  who  had  one 
“ permit,”  or  season  ticket,  amongst  them  ; the  holder 
of  this  is  not  likely  to  get  another  next  season. 

At  Wilford,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  J.  Boyd  caught  with  the 
worm  the  best  and  heaviest  bag  of  chub  he  has  secured 
since  Goose  Fair.  All  the  fish— and  there  were  about 
401b.— were  in  splendid  condition,  and  bit  well  for  two 
hours. 

The  visitors  to  the  higher  portion  of  the  fishery— 
Clifton  Grove — have  done  badly,  and  they  are  not  likely 
to  kill  many  fish  until  the  river  is  in  a state  of  flood. 

Pike  continue  to  be  taken  in  Mansfield  Reservoir, 
besides  some  heavy  bream  by  anglers  fishing  in  the 
deeps. 

At  the  dinner  of  the  Nottingham  Wellington  Angling 
Society,  briefly  mentioned  in  my  last,  the  presi- 
dent (Mr.  W.  Gaskell)  made  some  highly  interesting 
and  pertinent  remarks  on  tho  necessity  of  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Trent  and  the  preserv.ation  of  its  fish 
by  compulsory  means,  and  was  followed,  in  a similar 
strain,  by  Mr.  W.  II.  Smith,  late  chairman  of  the  Notts 
Anglers’  Association.  Mr.  Smith  at  one  time  led  the 
crusade  against  the  proposed  rod  licence,  but  he  con- 
fessed at  the  Wellington  dinner  that  voluntary  effort 
was  a failure,  and  mentioned  that  only  on  the  previous 
Tuesday  some  men  were  snatching  fish  off  tho  landing- 
stage  of  tho  public  boating  station  below  the  New  Trent 
Bridge. 

The  Shoulder  of  Mutton  Society  held  a smoking  con- 
cert at  headquarters  on  Wednesday  night,  when 
ap])ended  to  tho  progi’ammo  was  the  following;  ‘‘‘The 
Shoulder  of  Mutton  ” Angling  Society  prides  itself  on 


being  tho  first  fishing  society  to  jirovide  its  members 
with  private  waters  wherein  tofi.sh.  Persons  wishing  to 
join  this  society  on  or  before  .ban.  1,  18!)1,  aro  ]>rivileged 
ito  do  so  by  paying  tho  small  acknowledgment  of  2s.  fid. 
Meeting  every  Wednesday  evening  at  8.30.”  'I'here 
were  two  angling  societies  or  clubs  in  Notts  providing 
its  mombors  with  private  waters  wherein  to  fish  years 
before  tho  Shoulder  of  Mutton  Society  was  ever  dreamt 
of.  These  arc  tho  Thriimpton  and  Kelham,  which  have 
each  existed  for  something  like  thirty  years.  The  waters 
rented  Ijy  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton  Society  at  Trent  Lock 
are  dear  at  any  price.  

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  funny  fishing  case  which  came  before  tho  Sheffield 
County  Court  a fortnight  ago  was  decided  last  Thurs- 
day in  favour  of  the  plaintiff.  It  may  be  remembered 
that  the  secretary  of  a fishing  club  was  sued  by  a 
member  for  certain  articles  or  their  value.  The  articles 
were  the  first  prize  in  a fishing  contest,  decided  in 
August.  Thirteen  took  part,  but  the  only  man  who 
caught  anything  was  tho  plaintiff,  who  caught  two  fish, 
but  it  was  alleged  that  one  was  a dead  one,  purposely 
thrown  in  tho  water  to  be  fished  out.  For  that  reason 
the  club  refused  to  give  plaintiff  the  prize  ; hence  the 
action.  The  judge,  in  giving  his  decision,  pointed  out  that 
the  plaintiff'  never  weighed-in  the  dead  fish,  but  only  the 
live  one,  and  that  as  tho  committee  never  disqualified 
him  he  was  entitled  to  the  prize.  He  therefore  gave  a 
verdict  for  the  plaintiff.  The  action  has  given  rise  to 
much  merriment  in  Sheffield,  and  stands  a chance  of 
doing  great  harm  to  future  fishing  contests. 

Tho  December  meeting  of  the  Sheffield  Anglers’  Asso- 
ciation has  been  deferred  until  the  yearly  meeting  to  be 
held  in  March.  This  is  done  because  there  is  no  busi- 
ness of  any  importance  to  be  brought  before  the  Asso- 
ciation. Several  members  intend  spending  Christmas 
Day  in  a novel  fashion.  Instead  of  passing  it  by  the 
side  of  a blazing  fire,  in  genial  company  and  fitting 
surroundings,  it  is  intended  to  have  an  excursion  to 
Boston,  to  allow  the  more  hardy  souls  an  opportunity  of 
spending  it  by  the  water  side,  rod  in  hand.  I trust 
they  will  enjoy  it.  Personally,  I prefer  more  seasonable 
pleasures.  

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Severn  has  fallen  considerably,  and  is  in  condi- 
tion for  angling.  Teme  is  in  good  order  ; but  very  few 
rods  have  been  out,  and  sport  very  tame  indeed. 

The  Avon  is  iu  excellent  condition,  and  has  yielded 
capital  sport  among  the  roach  and  pike.  The  best 
catches  were;  S.  Webb,  91b.  5oz.  roach;  Walters,  two 
pike,  about  101b.  each  ; and  Matthews,  one,  71b.  The 
best  bait  for  roach  is  stewed  wheat. 

The  pike  will  take  live  or  dead  bait  freely. 


FROM  IRELAND. 

KERRY. — The  weather  continues  very  favourable  for 
spawning  operations,  and  satisfactory  accounts  continue 
to  be  received.  On  a couple  of  days  it  rained  a.  good 
deal,  especially  in  the  inland  districts,  as  a consequence 
the  rivers  were  in  flood,  and  while  this  lasted  several 
late  salmon  pushed  up  to  the  spawning  beds.  In  tho 
Waterville  district  some  poaching  has  been  reported, 
little  harm  was  done.  The  sea  angling  still  continues 
very  good.  In  Ballinskclligs  Bay  bottom  fishers  have 
been  taking  between  100  and  200  whiting,  gurnet,  and 
bream  daily  to  each  hand-line.  Mussels  have  been  the 
best  baits  for  all  those  fish  daring  the  week.  In  Dingle 
Bay,  Kenmare  river  estuary,  Killimby  Bay,  Valentia 
Harbour,  Brandon,  Darrynane,  and  Ventry  hand-liners 
had  also  very  good  sport  at  haddocks,  gurnet,  and 
bream.  Seine  boats  did  very  little  since  last  notes,  but 
trammels  and  drift-nets  have  been  very  successful  among 
mackerel  all  along  the  coast  from  Kells  to  Balybog.  At 
Coomathulcane  the  trammel  men  had  takes  varying  from 
1000  to  3000  mackerel  on  Tuesday  night.  The  mackerel 
taken  recently— and  particularly  those  taken  last  week 
— have  all  been  of  a large  size,  and  in  the  best  of  con- 
dition. 

Shad— rare  fish  here  for  several  years — have  once 
more  appeared  in  large  shoals  off  the  coast  between 
Keel  and  Scariff  Island.  A large  shoal  of  them  pushed 
inshore  at  Coomathulcane,  where  about  a thousand  of 
them  were  taken  by  the  trammels  on  one  night  last  week. 
Here  also  aboirt  4000  small  black  pollack— locally  called 
" Kroohoges  ” — were  taken  by  drift-nets  on  Monday, 
Tuesday,  and  Wednesday.  A capture,  regarded  in  this 
district  as  very  extraordinary,  was  made  near  Darrynane 
on  Tuesday  night  last.  A man  named  Shea,  in  hauling 
in  his  trammel,  found  that  it  was  more  than  usually 
heavy.  His  two  assistants  helped  him  in  the  task.  As 
the  trammel  was  being  hauled  into  the  boat  they  saw 
that  the  fish  contained  in  it  were  mackerel,  and  they 
concluded  that  they  had  a goodly  share  of  fish  in  the 
net.  When  the  last  of  the  net  was  being  dragged  in 
tliey  found  that  a large  fish  was  entangled  in  it.  They 
were  all  astonished,  as  any  of  them  never  saw  the  like 
before.  They  had  900  mackerel  also,  and  when  com- 
paring one  of  the  latter  with  the  monster,  as  they 
called  it,  they  said  that  the  mackerel  was  a minia- 
ture of  the  big  fellow,  and  they  all  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  tho  remarkable  fish  in  the  boat 
was  a large  mackerel.  I may  here  add  that  all 
the  sea  fishermen  in  this  district  who  saw  tho  fish,  hold 
tho  same  opinion.  It  weighed  471b;,  and  had  the  m,ake 
and  colourings  of  a mackei’el,  besides  having  tho  same 
description  of  head,  tail,  and  fins.  I did  not  see  the  fish 
niy self,  and  cannot  offer  any  opinion  as  to  its  fifcu  us.  I 
have  since  learned  that  it  was  sold  in  Cahirciveon,  and 
despatched  to  England,  and  probably  those  interested 
in  learning  more,  will  hear  further  about  it,  I 
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regret  to  say  that  the  last  violent  gale  has  done  much 
damage  among  boats  and  fishing  gear  on  the  Kerry  coast. 
At  Brandon  four  fishing  boats,  with  their  total  gear  and 
nets  were  completely  destroyed.  These  belonged  to 
poor  fishermen,  and  seventeen  families  are  now  rendered 
practically  helpless.  A committee  has  been  formed  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  a fund  to  procure  new  boats, 
Ac.,  before  the  spring  mackerel  season  for  those  poor 
people,  and  I notice  that  Sir  Thomas  Brady,  late  H.M. 
Inspector  of  Fisheries,  is  one  of  the  first  gentlemen  to 
subscribe  thereto.  


north:  and  west  op  Ireland.  — Genial 

weather  prevails,  and  it  would  appear  that  there  is  a 
recrudescence  of  the  silly  season  in  the  shape  of  the  big 
gooseberries  and  such  like  phenomen.a. 

Coarse  fishing  on  the  lakes,  where  it  is  allowed,  is 
reported  to  bo  good.  Some  notable  takes  of  pike  are 
recorded  from  Loughs  Cullen  and  Conn.  Sport  is  not 
so  brisk  in  the  North. 

The  first  western  river  to  open  is  the  Sligo  water  on 
New  Year’s  Day.  The  spawning  season  was  exception- 
ally early  in  this  river,  and  the  prospects  of  sport  are 
good.  A goodly  number  of  the  Donegal  streams  open  in 
February. 

At  the  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  Coleraine  Board  of 
Conservators  it  was  announeed  that  Mr.  Joseph  English, 
clerk  to  the  board,  was  about  to  retire  from  that 
appointment,  after  almost  forty  years’  service,  in  favour 
of  his  son,  Mr.  T.  English,  who  will  assume  his  new 
duties  with  the  new  year. 

AtthcGarvagh  Petty  Sessions,  on  the  30th  ult.,  James 
Robb,  inspector  of  fisheries,  summoned  James  McIntyre 
for  having,  on  Oct.  28  last,  at  B.illvgawley,  on  the  bank 
of  a freshwater  tributary  to  the.  Bann,  been  in  posses- 
sio  n cf  a gaff  for  the  purpose  and  with  the  intent  of 
ill  egally  capturing  fi.sh  therewith.  Mr.  Leech,  Cole- 
raine, jirosecuted,  and  Mr.  Warke,  Coler.aine,  defende<l. 
Mr-  Leccdi  said  the  charge  was  brought  under  a bye-law 
of  the  conservators,  and  the  minimum  penalty  was  JIL 
lie  produced  a certified  copy  of  the  bye-law.  Samuel 
Chestnut,  waterkeeper,  said  he  was  on  duty  at  Bally- 
gawle.v  lower  carry  on  Oct  23.  Between  two  and  three 
o’clock  he  saw  defendant  standing  there  for  about  half 
an  hour.  There  ivere  plenty  of  fish  in  the  water,  and  he 
cautioned  defendant  ag.ainst  taking  them.  He  went 
away,  and,  from  information  received,  he  returned  again 
in  half  an  hour,  and  saw  the  defendant  standing  dripping 
on  the  bank,  as  if  he  hai  just  come  out  of  the  water. 
He  asked  defendant  where  was  the  fish  he  had  killed. 
Defendant  said  it  was  not  a “ fish,”  but  a dullaghan. 
— The  Chairman:  A dull  one? — No  ; a dullaghan. — The 
Chairman  : What  is  that  ? A kind  (if  large  trout.  He 
then  saw  a gaff  “ decked  ” inside  defendant’s  coat.  To 
Mr.  Warke — I did  not  see  the  fish  at  all.  I charged 
him  with  having  a fish,  because  I was  told  he  had  a 
” fish.”  A fine  of  £ \ and  costa  or  a month  in  gaol  was 
imposed.  Defendant  applied  for  ton  days  to  p;iy  the  fine, 
which  was  refused. 


IRONBRIDGE  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING 
SOCIETY. 

Angling  topics  in  this  district  do  not  at  present 
produce  much  material  for  comment,  and  the  only  note- 
worthy event  has  been  the  annual  dinner  of  this  popular 
and  flourishing  society,  held  at  the  Tontine  Hotel 
on  Wednesday.  A goodly  number  of  guests  assembled, 
and  Host  Toddington  placed  a splendid  repast  on  the 
tables. 

Mr.  F.  G.  Beddoes  occupied  the  chair,  and  Mr.  E. 
M.  Webster  the  vice-chair.  Mr.  B.  Hughes  gave  the 
toast  of  their  President  (the  Earl  of  Bradford),  which 
was  cordially  received  ; the  vice-president  following 
with  “ The  Vice-President  Elect  ” (the  Rev.  T.  H.  W. 
Whitmore),  a gentleman  to  whose  generosity  the  society 
had  been  indebted  for  the  privilege  of  a day’s  fishing  at 
Dudmaston.  In  a letter  from  Mr.  Whitmore,  accepting 
the  office,  he  expressed  a hope  “that  the  trouble  his 
son  had  taken  in  forming  the  Mid-Severn  Angling 
Association  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  stock  of 
graying  and  trout  in  the  river  would  be  beneficial,  and 
that  the  Severn  would  become  a first-class  angling 
river.”  In  the  course  of  his  speech,  the  vice-president 
expressed  a doubt  whether  the  good  intentions  of  the 
association  would  have  the  desired  effect  so  long  as 
excessive  bush  netting  is  allowed,  and  which  had  greatly 
increased  since  this  district  has  been  practically  without 
a water  bailiff.  There  was,  he  believed,  only  one  bailiff 
employed  between  Linley  Brook  and  Montgomeryshire. 
Some  years  ago  one  was  stationed  at  Ironbridge,  and  the 
netters  were  then  in  the  habit  of  watching  his  where- 
abouts ; sending  a boy  to  the  station  to  sm  where  he 
had  taken  his  ticket  to,  after  whicVi  they  would  go  in  an 
opposite  direction.  He  feared  that  unless  better  pro- 
tection was  afforded,  angling  in  this  district  would  not 
improve. 

Mr.  W.  Y.  Owen  (ex-Mayor),  in  proposing  “The 
Angling  Society,”  said  he  was  always  pleased  to  be 
present  at  their  social  gatherings,  and  assist  them  in 
any  way  ho  could.  When  ho  received  his  invibation  to 
their  “ Evening  at  Home,”  ho  wondered  w'hat  it  meant  ; 
but  now  he  could  see  they  were  “ At  Homo  ” in  the  true 
sense  of  the  word.  He  was  pleased  with  the  unity  that 
prevailed  among  them. 

The  toast  was  responded  to  by  Mr.  B.  Hughes. 

Mr.  Owen  proposed  the  health  of  the  Cnairman  in 
eulogistic  terms,  and  said  that  Mr.  Beddoes  must  have 
felt  it  hard  to  follow  such  a good  man  as  the  late  Mr. 
J.  0.  W.  Lister,  Imt,  great  as  the  responsibility  was,  ho 
had  ably  filled  the  vacant  place.  Mr.  Beddoes  in  re- 
sponse alluded  to  the  cordial  way  in  which  the  toast 


had  been  received,  and  added  that  it  had  been  a pleasure 
to  him  to  preside  over  their  meeting.  Whatever  posi- 
tion he  might  fill,  he  would  endeavour  to  do  his  best  to 
further  the  interests  of  the  society.  Angling  this  year- 
had — oir  account  of  the  dry  season — been  a failure,  and 
when  a change  came  in  October,  and  with  it  a prospect 
of  sport,  it  was  spoiled  by  the  almost  daily  use  of  netr. 
He  was  pleased  that  they  as  a body  felt  determined  to 
see  if  they  could  not  have  iustice  done  to  anglers  in 
this  matter,  and  believed  with  the  help  of  kindred 
societies  that  justice  would  be  done.  They  trusted  the 
Board  of  Conservators  would  treat  them  with  fairness 
by  having  water  bailiffs  placed  in  their  midst,  so  as  to 
prevent  illegal  fishing. 

Mr.  Henry  Roberts,  in  proposing  the  health  of  the 
vice-presidents  and  committee,  said  it  was  a great 
pleasure  to  him  to  propose  the  health  of  the  gentlemen, 
who,  though  they  may  not  all  be  anglers,  gave  their 
support  to  encourage  angling — an  enjoyable  pastime 
and  a beneficial  one.  The  earlier  inhabitants  of  this 
and  other  countries — when  what  was  now  called  sport 
was  their  chief  occupation  and  means  of  obtaining  food 
■ — must  have  had  a very  enjoyable  life  compared  with 
existence  in  our  great  cities.  Was  there  anything 
being  done,  he  asked,  by  leading  men  in  this  country  to 
protect  the  fishing  for  anglers,  and  if  so,  how  was  it 
that  the  Severn,  which  should  be  teeming  with  trout 
and  grayling,  was  swept  wholesale  in  broad  daylight  by 
nets  of  every  description  ? When  a boy  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood he  could  rely  upon  catching  a dish  of  fish,  but 
now  a practical  angler  might  look  often  into  an  empty 
basket  at  the  end  of  a day.  To  bring  about  a better 
state  of  things  they  must  not  look  to  the  powers  that 
be  for  redress,  but  appeal  to  their  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment, many  of  whom  would  be  glad  to  raise  their  voices 
on  behalf  of  the  beneficial  pastime  of  fishing.  How  much 
the  working  men  in  that  part  of  the  country  enjoyed  the 
sport  might  be  seen  by  the  way  they  will  travel  fifteen  or 
twenty  miles  out  from  their  towns  and  cities  for  an 
afternoon  on  the  canal  side,  in  preference  to  remaining 
to  take  part  in  less  healthy  pleasures. 

In  concluding,  Mr.  Roberts  trusted  their  association 
would  not  be  satisfied  until  it  had  brought  about,  with 
the  aid  of  other  similar  bodies,  better  laws  and  a better- 
carrying  out  of  them.  The  he.alth  of  the  vice-presidents 
and  committee  was  heartily  drunk,  and  Mr.  Owen  and 
Mr.  R.  Ketle.y  responded. 

“ The  Vice-Chairman  ” was  proposed  by  Mr.  Beddoes, 
and  responded  to  by  Blr.  Webster. 

Mr.  A.  Dixon  proposed  “The  Health  of  the  Treasurer 
and  Secretary,  Mr.  Toddington  and  Wm.  Waghorn,” 
which  w-as  (Irunk  with  musical  honours,  and  duly 
acknowledged. 

The  usual  toasts  followed,  and  a most  enjoyable 
gathering  was  brought  to  a close. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Roach  Fisher. — Will  answer  yon  in  our  next. 

W.  R.  CuNLiFFE. — If  your  plaited  line,  which  you  say 
is  made  of  silk  and  cotton,  kinks  badly,  we  shoulil  advise 
you  to  burn  it,  and  get  one  all  silk  or  all  cotton.  The 
latter  are  cheaper,  but  with  care  last  well.  Stretching 
the  line  and  rubbing  it  well  with  mutton  fat,  as  you 
suggest,  is  worth  trying.  Nothing  will  cure  a bad 
kinker,  and,  as  we  said  before,  the  beat  thing  to  do  is  to 
burn  it. 


ComSpORtfJRCt 

[TFe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 

“ One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi- 
ment.”— T.  E.  Pbitt. 

THE  BREAKING  STRAIN  OF  GUT. 

Sib, — In  reply  to  Mr.  H.  Roach’s  letter  in  your  issue 
of  Dec.  2,  it  would  not  be  a fair  test  to  see  what  a 
single  strand  of  gut  would  pull  dead  weight. 

We  took  from  our  stock  gut,  lines  3 yards  long,  and 
tested  them  with  a steelyard.  The  gntworkers  in  Spain 
put  up  gut  in  various  strengths  and  equalities,  which  are 
known  in  the  trade  by  the  terms  Hebra  Imperial, 
Mai-ana  fir.H,  Mara-na  second,  Padron  first,  Padron 
second.  Regular,  Fina,  Refiua,  and  Refinula,  or  extra 
fine.  There  is  but  <a  very  small  quantity  of  Hebra, 
Imperial  and  Refinula  made.  Hence  the  necessity  of 
drawing  gut  through  steel  plates  known  as  1 x,  2 x,  3 x, 
and  4 x.  Although  gut  comes  from  Spain  in  various 
strengths,  it  has  to  be  repicked  and  sorted  before  making 
into  lines.  Few  workers  are  skilful  in  sorting  the 
strengths.  Before  making  np  our  salmon  casts  we 
have  each  strand  of  gut  sized  by  a wire  gauge,  so  that 
in  one  line  all  the  lengths  of  gut  are  of  equal  strain. 
We  number  the  various  strengths  1;2),  2/5,  3/5,  -L5,  and 
5/5.  It  is  an  impossibility  to  separate  salmon  gut, 
w-hich  is  the  general  custom,  by  the  naked  eye,  and 
most  of  the  salmon  gut  lines  made  .are  two  or  three 
strengths,  consecquently  are  not  so  reliable.  We  cannot 
oblige  Mr.  Roach  by  selling  to  him  salmon  gut.  We 
are  strictly-  wholesale.  Ho  can  procure  it  from  any 
fishing  tackle  dealer.  Ho  will  not  be  able  to  make  a 
salmon  cast  perfect  without  a gauge,  and  not  with  a 
gauge  unless  he  has  a few  lessons  in  gauging  gut.  If 
Mr.  Roach  will  come  to  Rodditch  we  will  show  him  how 
to  make  a good  salmon  cast. — Wo  are,  Ac., 

S.  Allcock  and  Uo. 

Standard  Works,  RsJditch. 


CARRIAGE  OF  LIVE  PERCH. 

Sir, — It  might  be  of  some  use  to  Mr.  Woolfall  to  hear 
how  a perch  stood  a railway  journey  under  the  following 
circumstances  : — 

A friend  and  I were  fishing  a pond  at  Slough,  and 
caught  several  perch  in  the  morning ; as  thsy  were 
caught  we  dropped  them  into  the  punt  well.  In  the 
evening  we  took  them  out  an  hour  before  we  left.  To 
pack  the  fish  I first  of  all  put  them  in  a canvas  bag 
(which  I had  brought  ground-bait  in),  and  then  into  a 
little  leather  bag ; they  were  packed  so  tight  that  it  was 
a long  time  before  I could  get  the  bag  to  clasp.  We 
then  drove  nearly  three  miles  to  Slough  station,  waited 
half  an  hour  for  a train,  arrived  at  Paddington,  took  a 
cab  to  Oxford-street,  and  rode  to  Peckham  by  the  Times 
’bus.  I then  walked  a mile  and  a half  home,  and  when  I 
got  there  one  of  the  perch  was  quite  livel.y.  Carious  to 
see  if  he  would  live,  I put  him  into  a pail  of  water,  in 
which  he  lived  two  days,  and  was  getting  on  nicely  till 
the  frying-pan  brought  his  career  to  an  end.  This  took 
place  about  six  weeks  ago. 

Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  if  a fish  will  live  under  the 
above  circumstances,  he  might  be  taken  any  distance  in 
a good-sized  bait  can.  Hoping  yon  can  find  room  in 
your  valuable  space  for  this  little  incident, — I am,  &c  , 
T.  Phillips. 


WHERE  TO  GET  TINSELS. 

Sir, — I would  ask  of  Capt.  Hale,  through  the  medium 
of  your  columns,  whether  he  has  ever  got  “tinsels’’ 
from  a house  that  supplies  the  same  for  theatrical 
liurposes,  and  if  such  stand  fresh  water  work  well, 
also  the  address  of  same  ? I got  his  book,  “ How  to  Tie 
Salmon  Flies,”  through  Fishing  Gazette,  an!  wish  a 
similar  had  been  brought  out  twenty  years  ago.  Where 
can  a vice  to  hold  Pennell  Limerick  hooks  properly  be 
got — especially  hooks  in  large  sizes  ? I have  a vice  th  it 
cost  me  25s.,  and  have  to  manoiuvre  as  much  with  it  t > 
get  it  to  bite '( ny/ioio  a.s  with  one  I gave  5s.  f )-,  and 
have  got  practically  nothing  for  my  extra  sovereign  but 
a sliding  jiillar.  I have  always  found,  in  the  long  run, 
that  the  ordinary  “ h ingman’s  ” knot  causes  no  more 
loss  of  gut  than  the  “ figure  of  eight,”  and  is  quicker 
formed  by  most  men,  also  that  the  fly  will  “ droop  ” as 
soon  when  fished  for  same  length  of  timi  and  thc  i 
held  out  horizontally  by  means  of  the  gut,  whatever 
knot  be  used.— I am,  &c.,  “ Sister  Service.” 


DEAL  PIER. 

Sir, — The  letter  which  appeared  in  your  last  impres- 
sion, bearing  the  signature  “ J.  C.,”  appeared  to  me  t) 
contain  a rather  serious  implication.  Your  correspondent 
is  pleased  to  warn  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  against 
reports  sent  you  by  “ enthusiastic  ” and  “ imaginative  ” 
fishermen.  As  Iain  not  aware,  sir,  that  “J.  C.”  has 
access  to  your  rejected  manuscripts,  I take  him  to 
mean  his  strictures  to  apply  to  those  reports  from  Deal 
which  you  have  allowed  to  appear  in  recent  numbers.  In 
glancing  over  these  reports  for  the  past  ten  weeks  I find 
eight  of  th -m  bear  the  signature  “Elward  Hanger.” 
Your  correspondent  may  very  possibly  have  referred  to  the 
other  two  (unsigned)— cortespondents  generally  do  in 
such  cases — but  I cannot,  even  on  this  assumption,  allow 
his  remarks  to  pass  unchallenged. 

Mr.  Hanger — and  all  who  have  the  good  luck  to  know 
him  may  reckon,  anyway,  one  honest  man  among  their 
acquaintance — is  above  suspicion.  Possibly  he  will  not 
thank  me  for  this  publicity,  but  his  is  rather  a delicate 
position,  and  I feel  bound  to  enter  a protest  against 
even  a doubt  of  his  word.  As  proprietor  of  a Deal  hotel  he 
has  naturally  an  interest  in  the  arrival  of  angling  visitors  ; 
as  local  agent  of  the  B.S.A.S.  he  has  a duty  to  perform 
to  about  two  hundred  sea  anglers,  and  it  is  in  the  latter 
capacity  that  he  has  sent  in  his  weekly  reports  of  Deal. 
Thus,  even  were  the  reports  all  golden,  I should,  though 
I have  not  visited  Deal  since  the  spring,  have  required 
very  strong  testimony  to  disbelieve  them.  But  on  the 
contrary,  I find  many  of  them  (notably  the  last  four, 
since  Nov.  11)  to  contain  warnings  similar  to  those 
which  “ J.  C.”  attributes  with  such  a flourish  to 
Mr.  Evans,  of  the  Antwerp.  I have  not  visited  that 
excellent  and  conveniently-situated  house  since  it 
changed  hands,  and  am  therefore  unacquainted  with  its 
present  proprietor,  but  I trust  he  will  not  take  offence 
at  my  remarks,  as  I have  merely  resented  the  implied 
slight  on  his  neighbour  at  the  North  End. 

Had  Mr.  “ J.  C.”  not  mentioned  the  host  of  another 
house  in  great  favour  with  anglers  I might  possibly 
have  withheld  comment,  but  the  allusion  seemed  suffi- 
ciently pointed  to  imply  a comparison,  and  comparisons, 
even  when  necessary,  are  always  odious. 

I regret  that  he  should  have  naught  less  than  thirty 
fish  during  a whole  month,  which  is  certainly  about  as 
poor  a score  as  I ever  came  across,  but  he  might  have 
spared  the  reports  and  attributed  his  want  of  sport  to 
bad  luck,  or  to  the  “tools.” — I am,  <fcc., 

F.  G.  Aflalo. 


MR.  CARTER  PLATTS  ON  “ CASTLE  CONNELL  ” 
RODS,  Ac. 

SiR,^ — I,  personally,  as  a thoroughbred  Scotihman 
whose  boast  is  that  he  has  no  English  blood  in  his  veins 
— and  yet  understands  a joke  1 —was  highly  amuse  J at 
Mr.  Carter  Platts’  good-humoured  rub  at  our  country- 
men. I feel  glad  that  my  countrymen  did  not  w-holly 
“ spiflicate  ” Mr.  Platts  on  the  occasion  hi  referred  to. 

Let  him  take  warning  from  an  owertrue  tale. 

When  I was  in  Queensland  from  ’(H  to  ’6D,  the 
Burns  Centenary  was  being  held  at  various  centres, 
and  I being  “up  country”  at  the  time  in  the 
“ bush,”  heard  with  immense  delight  how  a local 
Bchoolma=ter  was  served  who,  like  Mr.  Carter  Platts, 
ventured  at  a “Gathering  of  the  Claus”  to  speak  of 
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Burns’  morality,  and  who  had  to  loam  that  at  times 
*■  silonoo  is  golden  ! ” 1 think  it  was  at  “ Port  Maokay  ” 

or  Port  Denniston. 

Scotchmen  from  all  parts  had  poured  into  the  town- 
bliip  to  do  honour  to  the  immortal  memory  of  Burns. 

Amongst  others  a certain  Dr.  Wilkinson— a well- 
known  s(iuatter  and  explorer — a man  not  in  robust 
health,  yet  full  of  the  fire  of  the  old  Scottish  chivalry, 
which  never  failed  yet  in  the  hour  of  trial,  was  elected 
chairman  of  tlie  centenary  banquet.  All  went  har- 
moniously, nil  nidi  honum  de  mortuis  being,  as  a 
matter  of  common  sense,  the  rule  in  all  the  laudatory 
speeches  which  followed  the  sheep’s  head  broth  and  the 
haggis! 

All  of  a sudden  a schoolmaster  rose  and  began  to 
speak.  I will  try  to  give  an  idea  of  his  speech  ; — 

“ Gentlemen,— I have  listened  with  pleasure  to  ihe 
able  speeches  which  have  preceded  mine,  but  I have 
observed  that  one  feature  in  the  life  of  R-Robert 
Bur-rns  has  iiot  been  touched  upon.  R- Robert  Bur-rns 
was  a man  of  undoubted  genius  ; but  R-Robert  Bur-rns 
was  not  a moral  man.  (Sensation.)  Gentlemen,  I may 
go  a step  further  and  say  that  R-Robert  Bur-rns  was  a 
very  immoral  man.” 

At  this  stage,  the  chairman  rose,  walked  up  to 
the  speaker,  and  with  all  his  might  brought  his  open 
palm  straight  on  to  the  cheek  of  that  luckless  dominie, 
there  was  a sound  as  if  ten  hundred  thousand  chub  were 
all  feeding  at  one  moment  on  one  bumble  bee,  and  then 
— Silence  ! ! and  that  speech  came  to  an  abrupt  conclu- 
sion. As  for  the  speaker — “ He  was  sick,  an’  sorry  ho  d 
cum,”  as  old  Artemus  Ward  puts  it. 

I hope  Mr.  Carter  Platts  will  laugh  at  my  story  as 
heartily  as  I did  at  his. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain,  sir.  one  of  “ the_  long- 
Pgged,  hard-headed,  lantern-jawed  ” race  to  which  he 
so  humorously  alludes,  and  yours,  very  truly,  and  in  the 
best  of  good  humours,  E-  M.  Tod. 

P.S. — Thistles  don’t  form  the  best  things  to  sit  down 
upon — and  around  the  memory  of  Burns  we  hang  a per- 
fect forest  of  thistles — who  wrote  so  graaidly — 


Then  at  the  hahineo  lot’s  be  mute. 

We  never  can  adjust  it. 

What's  done  we  partly  may  compute, 

Hut  know  not  what’s  resisted.’’ 

E M.  T. 


PIKE  OF  THE  RIVER  SEVERN. 

Sir,— I have  much  pleasure  in  furnishing  Mr.  H.  F. 
Cooper  with  a few  hints  in  reply  to  his  letter  in  last 
week’s  Fishing  Gazette,  respecting  the  difficult.y  he  says 
be  experiences  in  capturing  the  esocidcel  patriarchs  of 
the  Severn. 

Premising  Mr.  Cooper  live-baits  with  snap  tackle— for 
I imagine  he  is  too  much  of  a sportsman  to  fish live- 
gorge  ” — he  should  adjust  his  float  so  that  the  bait 
swims  about  two  feet  above  the  bottom  of  the  river,  or 
the  weeds,  if  any  ; for  large  pike  (like  the  proverbial 
aldermen)  feed  best  when  food  is  nicely  and  temptingly 
placed  near  to  them  : they  are  too  lazy  to  exert  them- 
selves, unless  very  hungry,  but  the  smaller  fish,  with 
keener  appetites,  appropriate  the  baits,  while  larger  and 
less  active  ones  are  thinking  about  doing  it,  just  as,  at 
a civic  banquet,  the  most  eager  of  the  guests  take  care 
to  secure  an  extra  share  of  the  best  of  the  viands. 

Probably  “ paternostering  ” is  the  surest  way  to 
capture  big  fish,  because  by  this  sporting  method  every 
likely  corner  and  “ lay-bye  ” amongst  weeds,  &c.,  can  be 
thoroughly  searched,  and  a bait  is  so  naturally  and 
quietly  presented  that,  unless  torpid  with  cold,  as  I 
found  pike  were  last  week  from  snow  being  in  the  water, 
the  largest  fish  can  generally  be  induced  to  absorb  the 
“ treacherous  dace  ” or  gudgeon. 

If  the  water  is  deep— for  instance,  more  than  8ft. — I 
should  place  the  baited  hook  2ft.  6in.  above  my 
plummet,  and  working  it  in  and  out  of  those  ifiaces 
hkely  to  harbour  pike,  should  feel  pretty  sure  of 
'•  running  ” a heavy  fish,  if  the  water  held  large  ones. 

On  Feb.  2.'),  1882,  when  fish  fed  faintly  to  live-b.ait 
“ snap,”  I killed,  with  a very  small  dace  on  gut 
paternoster  tackle,  one  of  my  three  largest  pike,  a fish 
of  .31ilb. 

Will  Mr.  Cooper  tell  me  which  part  of  the  Severn  he 
considers  contains  the  finest  and  heaviest  pike  ? I 
would  like  to  try  for  them  ; but  it  is  a long  way  to  go, 
and  there  are  some  big  ones  in  waters  near  London. — I 
am,  &c.,  Alfred  Jardine. 


A MONSTER  PERCH. 

Sir, — Under  the  above  heading,  a paragraph,  copied 
from  a newspaper,  appears  on  page  456,  in  last  week’s 
Fishing  Gazette,  viz., as  follows  : “The  largest  perch  ever 
heard  of,  the  monarch  of  its  kind,  a rarer  fish  than  was 
ever  dreamt  of  by  the  most  ardent  angler,  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  W.  Reynolds,  of  the  Cross  Guns, 
King’s  Heath,  near  Birmingham.  The  weight  of  this 
monster  perch  when  originally  caught  was  10 jib.,  its 
length  27in.,  and  its  girth  18in.  Th's  magnificent 
specimen  of  the  perch  tribe  was  caught  as  far  back  as 
ten  years  since  in  Bursem  (?  Bunkum)  Broad,  Norfolk.” 

Is  this  the  “ bogus  perch  ” of  the  1883  Fisheries  Exhi- 
bition cropping  up  again  ? 

I allude  to  the  10 jib.  fish  which,  labelled  on  the  glass 
case,  “ What  is  it?”  was  exhibited  by  Mr.  Jas. 
Gregory,  secretary  to  the  Birmingham  and  Midland 
Piscatorial  Society,  as  a perch  “ taken  ” in  one  of  the 
Norfolk  Broads  (see  Official  Catalogue  of  the  Fisheries 
Exhibition,  1883,  page  105),  and  which  specimen  was 
dis<iualified,  because  it  was  pronounced  by  the  late  Mr. 
Francis  Francis  and  other  judges  to  be  a bass  (i'erca 
lahrax),  and  not  a fresh-water  perch  (P.  flaviatilis). 

Ichthyologists  could  see  from  that  fish’s  gill-covers, 
and  the  seven  spines  of  its  dorsal  fin  (a  true  perch  has 


thirteen),  that  it  was  nothing  else  than  a sea-perch  or  1 
bass.  The  above  paragraph  also  states  that  “the  fish 
came  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hewlett,  taxidermist,  of 
Newmarket,  who,  not  knowing  its  rarity,  preserved 
the  skin  in  a very  rude  fashion.” 

From  last  week’s  Fishing  Gazette  this  bass  appears 
to  have  been  re-furbished’,  its  fictitious  stripes  re- 
painted, and  possibly  a few  more  spines  inserted  in  its 
dorsal  fin,  to  make  it  more  like  a veritable  fresh-water 
perch  than  it  was  in  1883.  'There  remains  the  coinci- 
dence that  this  “monster  perch”  is  admitted  to  have 
been  “taken”  ten  years  ago,  in  one  of  the  Norfolk 
Broads  ; and  I congratulate  the  present  possessor  of  the 
specimen  on  his  recent  piscatorial  acquisition. — I am, 
&c.,  Alfred  Jardine. 

Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  2,  under  the 
above  heading,  I notice  our  old  acquaintance,  the  lOjlb. 
perch  of  the  Fisheries,  1883,  has  cropped  up  again,  and 
it  is  stated  that  doubts  have  been  expressed  as  to 
whether  the  fish  was  a true  porch  ; but  that  it  had  been 
viewed  by  some  of  the  best  anglers  in  the  Midlands,  and 
they  unhesitatingly  pronounced  it  to  be  a fresh-water 
and  not  a sea  perch.  This  fish  was  exhibited  by 
Mr.  W.  Reynolds  at  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Birming- 
ham and  Midland  Piscatorial  Association  in  1831, 
and  referred  to  in  Bell’s  Life  and  the  Field  of 
Aug.  13  of  that  year.  No  question  being  raised  as 
to  its  bona-Jides,  but  a different  complexion  was  put 
on  the  subject  when  it  was  threshed  out  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  in  1835,  for  on  Dec.  5 Mr.  G.  J.  Emmet 
wrote  ; “ The  fish  exhibited  at  ‘ The  Fisheries  [ by  the 
Birmingham  and  Midland  Piscatorial  Association  as  a 
porch  of  lOjlb.,  and  labelled  by  some  wag  ‘The  What  Is 
It,’  was  pronounced  by  the  jurors  to  be  a bass  or  sea- 
perch  (Ferca  lahrax),  and  so  it  was  not  awarded  the 
perch  (Perea  fluviatilis)  prize.  Fresh- water  perch  have 
fourteen  rays  or  spines  in  the  dorsal  fin,  the  Birmingham 
specimen  had  seven  (same  quantity  as  a sea-perch),  and 
fewer  in  the  second  dorsal ; also  differently-shaped  gill- 
covers  than  the  fresh-water  variety.” 

The  following  week  Mr.  William  Hewlett,  of  New- 
market, set  the  matter  at  rest  by  writing  you  as  follows  : 
“ Several  letters  having  been  addressed  to  mo  respecting 
the  large  perch  exhibited  at  the  Fisheries  Exhibition,  1 
beg  to  inform  you  and  the  angling  public  I sold  the 
perch  to  a Mr.  J.  Bates,  who  resold  or  gave  it  to  Mr. 
Reynolds,  of  King’s  Heath,  Birmingham.  It  is  a sea- 
perch,  and  was  taken  by  a gentleman’s  servant  in 
Norfolk  during  a sea  voyage  up  the  Mediterranean.”— 
I am,  &c  , ■ Giant. 

A NEW  KNOT. 

Sir, — I have  discovered  a knot  which  I think  might 
be  useful  for  attaching  droppers  to  the  cast.  Perhaps 
you  or  some  of  your  readers  would  tell  me  whether  you 
think  it  serviceable. 

It  is  an  application  of  Mr.  Pennell’s  buffer  knot,  and 
is  tied  as  follows  : 


1.  Tie  an  open  fisherman’s  knot. 

2.  Lay  the  gut  of  the  dropper  in  the  position  shown 
in  Fig.  1,  like  the  one  side  of  a reef  knot. 

3.  Make  several  coils  over  the  main  lino  with  the  end 
B,  passing  it  at  the  last  through  the  loop  C,  and,  of 
course,  between  the  fishermin’s  knot. 


A 


4.  Draw  C tight  by  pulling  the  end  A. 

5.  Clip  end  A,  and  draw  together  fisherman’s  knot. 

B is,  of  course,  the  end  to  which  the  fly  hangs,  and 
so  the  knot  should  be  tied  so  that  when  finished  B is  at 
the  side  nearest  the  tail  fly. 

It  is  really  much  simpler  to  tie  than  it  looks,  and  can 
easily  be  untied  without  danger  to  the_  cast,  as  the 
position  of  each  part  of  the  knot  is  so  easily  seen. 

Pull  asunder  the  fisherman’s  knot  and  widen  it  out, 
then  insert  the  point  of  a pin  in  the  loop  C,  which  pull 
out,  and  the  knot  is  untied. 

Its  disadvantage  is  that  the  loop  must  be  large  enough 
to  admit  of  the  fly  being  passed  through,  which  in  the 
case  of  a salmon  fly  is  a little  wasteful  of  gut. 

Its  advantages  are — (1)  its  neatness  ; (2)  the  ease  with 
which  it  can  be  tied  and  untied  ; (3)  the  fact  that  it 
strengthens  the  fisherman’s  knot,  and  when  the  fish  is 
hooked  becomes,  as  it  were,  part  of  the  main  cast, 
attached  to  it  by  a strong  fisherman’s  knot ; (4)  the 
natural  inclination  of  the  dropper  is  to  stand  out  at 
right  angles  to  the  cast ; (5)  the  end  can  be  clipped 
perfectly  close. — 1 am,  &o.,  H.  G.  McClelland. 


YELLOW  TROUT  FISHING. 

Sir, — In  answer  to  “ Anglo-Indian  ” respecting  good 
yellow  trout  fishing  next  spring,  let  ine  advise  him  to 
try  the  Doohullah  Lodge  Fishery,  Clifden,  Galway,  and 
I cannot  think  he  will  be  disappointed.  Further  parti- 
culars gladly  given. — I am,  &c.. 

Rev.  W.  D.  D.  Maclagan. 

9,  Cleveland-terrace,  Coatham,  Redcar. 


WELSH  ANGLING  STATIONS. 

Sir, — Whatever  may  be  the  value  of  “Hansard’s” 
book  as  a guide  to  Welsh  fishing  stations,  the  informa- 
tion he  gives  as  to  the  Usk  is  unreliable.  The  fact  of 
his  devoting  only  fourteen  lines  of  your  space  to  this 
important  salmon  river  is  pretty  good  evidence  that  he 
know  very  little  about  it.  His  recommendation  to 
anglers  not  to  commence  operations  until  they  roach  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  Crickhowol  is  really  too 
absurd  ! Above  that  village,  for  a good  many  miles, 
there  is  splendid  fishing ; and  nothing  more  beautiful 
can  be  found  in  Wales  than  this  length  of  the  River 
Usk,  up  to  Brecon.  'There  is  a little  inn  at  Llangunider, 
where  I put  up  in  the  season  of  1892.  The  suggestion 
made  by  “ Hansard,”  that  the  fishing  between  Crick- 
howel  and  Abergavenny  is  destroyed  by  poison  from 
ironworks',  is  absurd — the  Llangryney  length  is  one  of 
the  best  for  salmon  on  the  river. — I am,  &c., 

C.  W.  Gedney. 

[We  are  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Gedney  for  his  cor- 
rection. As  we  stated  when  we  began  the  extracts  from 
Hansard’s  book,  it  was  first  published  a good  many 
years  ago ; but  it  is  still  much  the  best  and  most 
complete  guide  in  existence,  and  one  object  we  had  in 
view  was  to  obtain  just  such  corrections  as  Mr.  Gedney 
has  given. — Ed  ] 

SALMON  IN  THE  ESK. 

Sir,— Under  the  head  of  Provincial  Notes,  in  your 
issue  of  the  2nd  inst.,  there  appears  an  erroneous  report 
of  the  number  of  salmon  taken  with  the  rod  in  the  York- 
shire Esk  during  the  past  season.  In  the  Conservators’ 
report  the  total  number  of  fish  stated  to  have  been 
caught  is  92!»,  iucliuling  the  estimated  700  of  which  no 
account  has  been  rendered  to  them.  Instead  of  the  past 
season  having  been  the  best  on  record,  it  was  quite  the 
reverse.  No  fish  were  caught  in  the  Association  water, 
all  having  been  taken,  towards  the  end  of  the  season,  in 
the  tideway  below,  and,  of  the  alleged  total  of  929  I shall 
be  outside  the  mark  in  putting  the  number  caught  by  the 
mouth  at  fifty.  Snatching  and  stroke-hauling  were 
shamelessly  practised  day  after  day  without  any  en- 
deavour having  been  made  by  the  Conservators  to  put 
the  law  in  motion  against  the  offenders,  some  of  whom,  I 
regret  to  say,  a'o  members  of  the  Angling  Association. 
—I  am,  &c.,  A Member. 

FROZEN  FISH  'THAWED  OUT. 

Sir, — In  regard  to  the  article  under  the  above  heading 
in  your  issue  of  Dec.  2,  I write  to  say  that  some  few  years 
ago,  having  made  arrangements  for  a day’s  pike  fisliing,  I 
procured  some  roach  and  dace,  the  former  for  live- 
baiting,  the  latter  for  spinning.  The  follo  wing  morning, 
when  my  man  called  me,  he  said,  “The  fish  in  the  tub 
are  all  frozen  and  dead,  and  George  says  you  can’t  go 
fishing.  ’ I put  on  some  wraps  aud  went  down  to  see. 
The  ice  in  the  tub  was  over  half  an  inch  thick,  and  the 
fish  were  laid  out  dead  on  the  gravel  for  my  inspection. 
I had  them  put  into  a stable  bucket,  which  was  filled 
with  water  from  the  tub,  and  had  the  backet  placed 
some  distance  off  in  front  of  the  recently-lighted  kitchen 
fire — not  without  gro  wls  from  the  cook — and  went  upstairs 
to  dress.  In  about  an  hour  I came  down,  and  before 
going  in  to  breakfast  I went  to  look  at  the  fish  in  the 
kitchen.  I found  them  swimming  about  andiiuite  lively. 
After  breakfast  they  were  put  into  a bait  kettle,  and  I 
drove  oil  to  the  river  I intended  to  fish,  some  seven 
miles  distant.  On  arrival  the  baits  were  all  alive,  and 
in  the  evening  I took  home  those  I had  not  used.  'They 
wore  turned  into  a tub  in  the  greenhou.se,  and  lived  there 
several  days,  till  again  wanted  to  fulfil  their  destiny.— 
I am,  &c  , Alex.  D.  Clay. 

THE  NORTHUMBERLAND  FISHER!^  BOARD 

AND  SHRIMP  FISHING. 

Sir,— For  the  information  of  all  whom  it  may  concern, 
I have  to  state  that  the  Northumberland  Fishery  Board 
have  prohibited  shrimping  throughout  their  jurisdiction 
(a  distance  of  some  ninety  miles),  even  by  toy  shrimp 
nets.  Shrimping  is  not  much  pursued  on  this  coast,  as 
it  is  .a  rocky  coast  for  the  most  part. 

The  board  have  several  officers  who  make  quarterly 
reports — this  reporting  appears  to  be  their  main  act  of 
usof  vilnGss 

Something  has  been  done  to  keep  the  trawlers  out  of 
territorial  waters,  aud  some  trifling  experiments  have 
been  made  at  mussel  culture,  but  mere  experiments  ; so 
that  so  far  little  of  a really  useful,  i.e.,  practical  pur- 
pose, has  been  accomplished. 

Different  people  will,  of  course,  attach  different  value 
to  these  reports  ; but  my  experience  of  fishing  reports  is 
that  I am  heartily  sick  of  them.  They  are  generally 
misleading  and  sometimes  positively  falie  ; I am  now 
referring  to  Parliamentary,  Royal  Commission,  &c., 
reports.  As  for  these  local  reports  they  are  of  a ent- 
and-dried  character  ; the  men,  practical  fishermen,  have 
these  appointments,  and  no  doubt  receive  instruc- 
tions, bv  which  they  steer,  taking  precious  good  care 
not  to  exceed  them,  on  the  principle  of  “ anything  for 
a quiet  life.”  'They  are  scarcely  the  men  to  initiate 
anything  for  the  rectification  of  the  several  fisheries,  and 
to  teach  their  superior  officers  what  is  really  wauted. 

Yet  that  is  what  is  needed,  men  of  education  and 
courage,  and  able  to  hammer  into  the  heads  of  the  board 
(boards  are  often  invctorately  stupid)  the  require- 
ments of  the  situation,  and  make  them  as  plain  as  a 
pikestaff. 

As  yet  our  Northumberland  board  has  done  nothing 
mischievous,  but  for  all  the  money  spent  there  is  little 
good  done.  As  for  this  reporting  it  is  “ inuckle  cry  and 
mickle  wool.”  'The  members  say  that  they  are  unpro- 
vided with  a sufficiency  of  money  to  render  them 
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effective,  but  I am  sadly  afraid  that  bad  they  more 
funds  it  would  go  in  this  everlasting  and  all  but  useless 
mania  for  reporting. — I am,  &c., 

Joseph  John  Hills. 

DEVEKON  TROUT. 

Si E,  -The  interesting  letter  from  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  in 
your  last  issue  goes  far  to  confirm  ray  contentions,  and 
I am  cjuite  s.atisfied  to  accept  his  testimony  as  that  of 
one  speaking  with  authority.  I certainly  ought  to  have 
mentioned  that  my  remarks  wore  applicable  to  what 
Mr.  Tod  terms  the  Lower  Deveron.  I should  be  inclined 
to  say  that  the  Cabrach  waters  were  about  a month 
later.  I am  afraid,  however,  that  I must  differ  from 
him  in  the  hypothetical  case  of  an  ice-bound  river  on 
May  1,  viz.,  that  the  trout  would  continue  to  rise  to  the 
fly  well  into  June.  Much  as  1 should  like  to  sec  it,  I 
would  not  expect  it. 

I must  congratulate  Sir.  Tod  on  the  magniticont  bag 
mentioned  by  him  of  21!tyb.  in  thirteen  short  days  — 
nearly  ITlb.  a d.ay  one  day  with  another,  or  over  four 
dozen  per  day  at  his  average  of  three  to  the  pound.  I 
think  Mr.  Tod  will  admit  that  this  is  above  the  aver.ago 
basket  to  be  expected,  as  indeed  his  lately  published 
diary  extracts  sufficiently  testify  ; but  I did  not  intend 
to  express  the  opinion  that  trout  never  rise  freely  in  the 
Deveron,  but  rather  that  the  period  of  their  doing  so — 
once  then  i-n  condition — is  but  short-lived.  As  Mr. 
Tod  rightly  puts  it ; “ Fly-fishing  generally  dies  early  on 
the  Deveron — yes,  and  very  suddenly  too  ! ” 

I can  confirm  Mr.  Tod’s  experience  as  to  average 
weight,  when  accurately  ascertained  ; 700  trout  caught 
nearly  entirely  with  fly,  and  in  the  month  of  May,  in  a 
recent  year,  weighed  277|lb.,  or  an  average  of  5'Goz. 
Such  then  are  the  facts,  and  as  questions  of  weight, 
free  rising,  and  earliness  must  always  be  matters  of 
opinion  and  ^comparison,  your  readers  can  form  their 
own  judgment. 

Like  Mr.  Tod  I have  found  the  creeper,  and,  of  course, 
the  stone-fly,  very  scarce  on  the  Deveron ; and  this  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  as  from  the  nature  of  the  bottom 
and  the  absence  of  gravelly  and  shingly  banks,  the  river 
is  not  naturally  well-suited  to  them.  Like  him,  too,  I 
have  found  minnow  fishing  to  be  a very  uncertain 
method,  and  can  only  suppose  that  it  is  because  Deveron 
trout  do  not  habitually  feed  on  them.  Once  they  cease 
to  rise  freely  to  the  fly,  there  is  nothing  for  it  but  to 
wait  for  the  season  of  the  clear  water  worm — say  three 
weeks  in  July — when  the  best  baskets  of  the  season 
should  be  got. 

I do  not  quite  follow  Mr.  Tod  when  he  speaks  of  the 
trout  feeding  on  the  " rhell-J''<h  which  abound  in  the 
Lower  Deveron.”  1 know  no  river  so  rich  in  bottom 
food  in  the  way  of  the  larvic  and  pup;c  of  water  insects, 
&c.,  and  that  the  trout  are  busy  feeding  on  these  when 
they  no  longer  rise  to  the  fly,  has  long  been  my  opinion. 
Will  Mr.  Tod  kindly  give  a refercuco  to  the  articles  by 
him  on  this  subject,  which  ho  mentions?  All  ho  writes 
is  of  much  interest.  Perhaps,  too,  he  will  give  us  some 
further  details  of  his  experience  with  the  double-hook 
midges,  which  formed  the  subject  of  my  first  communi- 
cation, and  is,  1 think,  a matter  of  general  interest. 

A word  in  reply  to  “ Mac.”  I am  glad  to  find  that  he 
admits  that  my  statements  ai'O  “ facts,”  even  if,  iu  his 
opinion,  only  in  the  narrowest  sense  applicable  ! I can- 
not see,  however,  how  he  can  very  well  complain  of 
personal  attacks,  as  it  was  not  I who  attributed 
interested  motives,  inferred  prevarication,  or  indulged 
in  such  amenities  of  controversy  as  “ softie,”  “ green 
one,”  &c.,  which  one  would  think  constitute  rather  a 
puerile  mode  of  argument.  However,  let  me  say  in 
reply  to  his  queries,  that  my  remarks  refer  to  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  river,  say  from  Huntly  downwards  ; and 
that  as  examples  of  south  country  rivers  such  as  I 
referred  to,  he  may  take,  say  the  Test  and  the  Itchen  as 
fairly  typical.  It  will,  indeed,  be  news  to  the  riparian 
proprietors  < f the  lower  Deveron  to  learn  that  it  is  not 
strictly  watched  ! I defy  ” Mac  ” to  specify  any  part  of 
what  he  truly  calls  “ the  best  roaches,  which  are  those 
from  Rothiemay  seaward,”  where  he  would  be  likely  to 
fish  for  an  hour,  uninvited,  without  incurring  the 
attentions  of  the  keepers,  whoso  characters  ho  impugns. 
I can  give  him  the  names  of,  say,  half-a-dozen  keeper.3 
who,  with  their  assistants,  aie  ready  and  able  to  protect 
their  respective  charges  from  any  “ harrowing”  {sic)  or 
hai-rying  either,  of  “ Mac’s  ” Macduff  friends  with  nets, 
small  meshed  or  large ; and,  in  passing,  would  like  to  draw 
attention  to  the  paragraph  just  alluded  to,  in  which  my 
“two  or  three  pounders”  are  converted  into  “four 
liounders  1 ” Is  this  another  specimen  of  “Mac’s” 
accuracy?— I am,  &c.,  Waterhen  Bloa. 

A LOUGH  CONN  PIKE. 

Sir, — Seeing  an  article  in  your  issue  of  25th  ultimo, 
re  large  catch  of  pike  in  Lough  Sheelin,  which  I have 
often  trout-fished  with  success,  permit  me  to  relate,  for 
the  information  of  your  readers,  the  capture  of  the 
biggest  pike  I have  either  heard  or  read  of.  It  was 
taken  in  Lough  Conn  iu  the  seventies  by  one  of  the 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary  stationed  at  Crossmolina,  a 
village  close  by.  under  the  following  circumstances  : 

Like  their  fellow  men,  many  of  the  Irish  police  are 
bitten  with  W.altonianism,  and  Comstable  Nesbitt  strolled 
out  in  a leisure  hour  to  woo  the  fishes.  Not  with  a 
trolling  rod  and  apjiropriate  gear,  however.  11  is  soul 
did  not  soar  beyond  a 'Jft.  pole  with  some  stout  cord 
twisted  round  a large  nail  driven  transversely  through 
the  butt  thereof.  His  tackle  consisted  iu  2ft.  of  gimp 
and  a huge  double  hook.  Bait  ho  had  none,  but  he 
hoped  to  secure  a frog,  which  fortune  soon  placed  in  his 
way.  The  lough  had  been  recently  high  and  covered  a 
small  hollow  some  lift,  deep  and  30ft.  wide  near  the 
edge,  with  which  it  was  connected  by  a narrow  bar 


about  7in.  or  Sin.  iu  depth.  As  the  man  in  green 
surveyed  this  wee  pool,  be  suddenly  espied  a strong 
swirl  in  the  water,  and  a back  fin  of  such  dimensions 
as  brought  Jonah  and  the  whale  to  his  mind.  The  fish 
was  close  and  his  line  was  short.  With  that  trust  in 
Providence  peculiar  to  anglers,  he  deftly  swung  out  his 
frog  a-wooing,  and  in  an  instant  felt  it  seized  by  what 
seemed  a heavy  log  of  wood.  Any  doubts  on  this  point 
were  speedily  dissolved,  for  the  monster  made  a wild 
rush,  nearly  dragging  him  in,  which  would  probably 
have  made  a vacancy  in  the  force.  Feeling  that 
discretion  was  the  better  part  of  valour,  he  flung  in  his 
polo,  with  which  the  pike — for  pike  it  was — charged 
furiously  for  the  bar.  It  nearly  ran  aground  there,  but 
quickly  made  a right  about  turn  and  disappeared.  'The 
polo,  however,  indicated  by  its  rapid  movements  that 
there  was  not  that  parting  at  which  we  fishers  are  wont 
to  exclaim,  “ Dear  me,”  or  some  other  mild  form  of 
expletive.  'I’he  constabulary  man  was  a philosopher — 
most  of  the  gentle  craft  are — and  pulling  out  a well- 
coloured  clay  from  his  handcuff-ca.se,  he  coolly  lit  it, 
and  viewed  the  proceedings  through  a soothing  cloud  of 
shag.  Half  an  hour  passed  thus  till  the  rod  (?)  happened 
to  come  within  reach,  when  he  seized  it,  and  took  a pull. 
As  well  pull  a shark.  He  had  to  let  go,  and  the  evolu- 
tions continued,  the  fish  showing  his  fins  and  tail 
occasionally  as  he  surged  about,  and  anon  a head,  which 
greatly  appalled  our  angler.  “ Bedad  ! ” quoth  he,  “ ’tis 
the  divil  and  no  right  fish.”  Another  hour  passed,  Nesbitt 
now  and  then  getting  a pull,  till  suddenly,  with  a 
tremendous  rush, the  pike  ran  aground  within  three  yards 
of  his  feet.  Before  it  could  attempt  to  dislodge  itself 
Nesbitt  threw  himself  bodily  iuto  the  water  and  inserted 
either  hand  into  the  heaving  gills  of  the  leviathan. 
Then  ensued  a desperate  struggle.  Pull  devil,  pull 
baker,  was  now  the  order  of  the  day  ; but  what  could  a 
pike,  however  big,  do  against  a policeman  ? Bedraggled, 
panting  and  gasping,  they  both  at  length  got  high  and 
dry,  though  the  latter  word  must  be  taken  metaphori- 
cally, and  the  captor,  almost  as  tired  as  his  capture, 
gazed  at  it  with  amazement  and  triumph.  His  first 
thought  was,  “ Begor  ! he'll  feed  the  barracks  for  a 
week  ; ” his  second,  “ The  dickens  a one  of  the  qtiality 
ever  caught  the  like.” 

He  tied  it  with  a piece  of  his  line  to  the  pole,  and 
with  the  aid  of’a  passing  gossoon  (Anglic?  boy)  convoyed 
it  proudly  to  his  station,  where  his  comrades  became  so 
excited  over  it,  that  nothing  but  a big  drink  all  round 
could  restore  their  equanimity.  Never  was  worthier 
fish  wetted.  It  weighed  exactly  (531b.,  and  as  the  Irish 
liolico  have  the  Government  weights  and  measures, 
accuracy  on  this  point  cannot  bo  questioned.  Two  years 
afterwai'ds,  having  gone  to  fish  Lough  Conn,  I visited 
the  post  and  learned  the  particular.s  from  the  serjoant. 
He  showed  mo  the  skull  and  jaw  bones,  the  latter  being 
fearfully  armed  and  of  immense  size.  They  may  still 
be  preserved  at  the  Police  Barracks.  1 regret  1 am 
unable  to  give  the  dimensions  of  thi.s  pike,  which  has 
surely  beaten  the  record  so  far  as  Irish  lough  fishing  is 
concerned. — I am,  &c.,  Black  Hackle. 


PIKE  WELL  ON  IN  THE  SUSSEX  OUSE. 

Sir, — 1 thought  it  would  interest  your  readers  to 
know  that  the  pike  are  now  “ well  on”  in  the  Sussex 
Ouse,  four  of  our  members  within  a week  have  taken 
several  very  fair  pike,  one  of  lOjlb.,  one  of  ll.llb.,  and 
yesterday  one  of  15Jlb.,  being  the  throe  best.  These  were 
all  taken  spinning,  the  15j-pounder  on  a honie-mado 
spinner  made  by  the  captor  (Mr.  Holland),  who  gaffed 
his  fish  and  so  completed  the  circle. — I am,  &e., 

W.  F.  Booth. 


WANTED— A CORACLE. 

Sir, — Would  you  please  let  me  know  through  the 
Fishing  Gazette  where  to  obtain  a coracle,  light  enough 
to  bo  carried  on  the  back  by  means  of  a strap,  and,  if 
possible,  the  price  ? — I am,  &c.,  J.  E. 


THAMES  RIVER  KEEPERS’  DINNER. 

Sir, — I am  making  my  usual  application  for  half-a- 
crown,  in  a postal  order,  in  support  of  this  annual 
movement,  which  I hope  will  be  more  generally 
responded  to  by  the  anglers  and  angling  clubs  of 
London,  inasmuch  as  there  has  been,  under  the  new 
bye-laws,  a large  increase  of  assistant  river  keepers 
attached  to  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society, 
and  I am  anxious  to  be  in  a position  to  invite  them  all  to 
the  entertainment,  so  as  to  bring  them  in  one  union, 
and  secure  their  co-ojoeration  in  the  protection  of  the 
fishery.  The  invitations  always  extend  to  the  conser- 
vancy keepers  and  some  of  the  fishermen. 

The  dinner  will  take  place  at  the  Star  and  Garter 
Hotel,  Kew  Bridge,  about  the  third  week  in  January, 
and  visitors  are  invited,  the  dinner  tickets  being  five 
shillings  each. 

An  early  and  liberal  response  will  oblige, 

W.  II.  Brougham,  Sec. 

Pownall-garden.s,  Hounslow,  Dec.  G,  1893. 

Contributions  already  received  from  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  Mr.  M.  Davenport,  Messrs.  Curtis  and  Harvey, 
Mr.  Deputy  Halse,  Alderman  Sir  David  Evans,  Epsom 
Angling  Society,  Mr.  R.  S.  Fennings,  Mr.  W.  A. 
Mitcheson,  J.P.,  Mr.  G.  F.  Wilson,  Mr.  Scott  B. 
Wilson,  Mr.  H.  G.  AVilson,  Mr.  J.  R.  Berry,  Mr.  T. 
Woods,  Mr.  S.  Brandon,  Mr.  W.  G.  Barnes,  and  Mr. 
George  Bishop.  

RIVERS  RESTOCKING  AND  PRESERVATION 
FUND,  1893. 

Sir, — Kindly  permit  me  to  draw  the  attention  of 
secretaries  and  others,  who  have  still  mouo.y  to  send  in, 
to  the  fact  that  the  list  closes  on  Friday  next,  when  it  is 
hoped  a further  and  final  distribution  for  the  year  may 


be  made.  Grants  have  already  been  made  to  six  of  the 
leading  preservation  societies,  who  have  each  rendered 
good  service  in  their  respective  districts,  but  the 
amount  awarded  them  is  less  than  it  was  hoped  would 
have  been  the  case.  I sincerely  trust  those  clubs  whose 
names  are  not  yet  on  the  list  of  contributors  will  make 
an  effort  at  once  to  join  in  the  good  and  necessary  work 
of  restocking  and  preserving  waters  free  for  all  to  fish. 
Any  sums,  whether  from  clubs  or  individuals,  sent  to 
Mr.  R.  C^hurney  (Anglers’  Association),  Foresters’ 
Hall,  E.C.,  or  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  (Central  Association), 
G,  Priter-road,  Bermondsey.  S.E.,  will  be  thankfully 
acknowledged.  I have  only  to  add  that  the  entire 
amount  collected  is  distributed  by  a joint  committee 
among  the  various  river  preservation  societies,  without 
deduction  of  any  kind. 

Messrs.  Painter  and  Mayne,  incorporated  aceountints, 
of  Telegraph-street,  E.C.,  have  kindly  undertaken  to 
airdit  the  account  as  before,  and  a copy  will  be  sent  in 
due  course  to  the  clubs  subscribing. — lam,  &o., 

T.  Cbumplbn,  Hon.  Treasurer. 


THE  FORTHCOMING  EXHIBITION. 

Sir, — You  have  on  several  occasions  referred  favour- 
ably to  the  forthcoming  National  Fisheries  Exhibition, 
which  will  be  held  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  in  March 
next,  It  is  the  desire  of  the  Managing  Director  of  the 
Aquarium,  Mr.  J.  Ritchie,  that  every  facility  should  be 
offered  to  those  who  have  any  specimens  of  interest,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  exhibited  in  the  loan  department. 
I should  be  obliged,  therefore,  if  any  gentleman  who  may 
have,  during  the  last  year  or  two,  caught  any  fish  of 
abnormal  size,  or  malformed  in  any  way,  would  com- 
municate with  us  at  as  early  a date  as  possible.  I may 
take  this  opportunity  of  mentioning  that  the  Royal 
Aquarium  Society  is  organising  the  Exhibition  this 
year,  and  that  all  arrangements  will  be  carried  out  by 
their  authorised  servants.  To  angling  societies  I would 
especially  appeal  that  the  “ gentle  craft,”  both  in  salt 
and  fresh  waters,  should  make  a “ gallant  show  ” in  our 
next  display. — I am,  &c.,  E.  A.  DU  Plat. 


SPORT  ON  THE  THAMES. 

Sir, — I notice  in  a contemporary  that  Mr.  Cook  is 
aspiring  to  the  honour  of  a seat  on  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy Board.  Now,  I have  no  objection  to  make  to 
him  so  long  as  he  includes  in  his  programme  of  reforms 
(which,  in  my  mind,  are  absolutely  necessai’y)  : (1)  The 
abatement  of  the  steam  launch  nuisance ; (2)  the 
abolition,  or  cnfoi’ced  retirement,  during  the  spavning 
season  of  the  swans — be  they  Mr.  Brown’s,  Mr.  Jones’, 
Mr.  Robinson’s,  or  the  “ tiueen’s  own.” 

The  Royal  Family  (God  bless  them  1)  are  all  good 
sportsmen — even  the  girls — and  I am  very  sure  if  tbo 
tjaeen  were  asked  the  question  she  would  unhesitatingly 
give  orders  to  transfer  the  swans  to  waters  where  the 
young  fry  and  ova  (which  are  undoubtedly  destroyed  in 
immense  numbers  by  these  graceful  gormandisers)  could 
bo  loft  to  “ inci-ease  and  multiply.” 

I should  not  worry  Mr.  Cook  about  the  ’Arrlei  an  1 
’Arriets  who  interfere  with  the  angler  in  his  sport, 
because,  like  the  frog  in  the  fable,  “ what  is  sport  to 
them  may  be  death  to  us.”  No;  wo  will  try  and  get 
out  and  keep  out  of  the  way  of  these  rowdies.  Gentle- 
men and  ladies  fond  of  a “ spin  ” are  too  well  bred  to 
interfere  deliberately  with  the  angler. 

Let  Mr.  Cook  give  us  some  guarantee  that  he  will  use 
his  influence  (if  elected)  to  assist  the  working  angler  to 
enjoy  an  occasional  day  on  the  dear  old  river,  and  his 
chances  of  success  will  be  infinitely  greater  of  his  adding 
to  his  name  “ Thames  Conservator.” — I am,  &e., 

Half  Satisfied. 


TESTIMONIAL  TO  THE  WIDOW  OF  MR.  J.  E. 

WHEATLEY. 

A MEETING  of  the  Highbury  Angling  Society  took 
place  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  G,  for  the  purpose  of  promot- 
ing a testimonial  to  the  widow  of  Mr.  J.  E.  Wheatley, 
the  late  president  and  founder  of  the  above  society,  in 
estimation  of  his  many  services  to  the  craft  generally. 

Mr.  Wheatley  was  the  father  of  the  Highbury  Angling 
Society,  having  been  the  founder  more  than  a quarter  of 
a century  ago,  and  of  which  he  was  secretary  the 
greater  part  of  that  time.  The  amount  of  good  and 
valuable  work  he  has  done  for  the  society  and  for 
anglers  at  large,  both  as  an  official  and  as  a brother 
angler,  it  is  impossible  to  estimate.  He  was  never 
appealed  to  in  vain  to  support  any  deserving  case  of 
distress  or  trouble,  and  was  ready  to  aid  by  sound 
advice  the  many  brothers  and  friends  who  sought  to 
gain  from  his  large  and  varied  experience. 

'The  society  have  lost  a friend  whom  it  will  be  difficult 
to  replace,  and  the  memory  of  dear  old  “ Daddy  ” 
Wheatley  will  never  fade  from  the  affections  of  all  who 
knew  him,  while  the  good  and  lasting  effects  of  his 
administration  are  so  prominent  in  the  annals  of  the 
society.  The  form  the  testimonial  will  take  will  be  a 
memorial  stone  placed  over  his  grave,  and  in  the  event 
of  any  balance  such  surplus  to  bo  handed  to  the  widow. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Rutherford,  the  secretary  of  the  Highbury, 
will  communicate  with  all  the  clubs,  and  acknowledge 
receipt  of  subscriiitions,  with  the  name  of  clubs,  in 
Fishing  Gazette. 

YOini  PuBTffAir  IN  on,  on  wood  for  Ss.— Money 

returnnd  if  not  satispietory.  Done  in  Paris  from  your  own 
Phot  ograpli  anil  lliroctioni.  For  lull  parllinlars  seethe  Christ- 
nias  Nuinher  of  l-'nshions  or  To-lroij  (l>age  I-I),  with  a eharming 
Oohmred  Plato,  a largo  Fashion  Pattern  Sheet,  attd  over  Filty 
Illnstrations  of  the  Lntc.sl  Paris  Fashions.  Order  of  your  hook- 
seller,  or  send  Is.  in  stamp-s  to  the  PnhlLshers  of  Fashions  of  To- 
])aj/.  St.  Dunstan'.s  House,  Fetter-lane.  London.  '•  It  is  a work  of 
art  as  well  as  of  fashion,  ihe  illustrations,  especially  those  in 
colours,  being  simply  admirable." — Uaili/  Tdetjeaph. 
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JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAY. 


The  latest  reports  from  tho  Thames  state  that  the 
river  is  in  first  rate  trim,  and  all  kinds  of  fish  are  on  tho 
feed,  with  the  exception  of  barbel.  The  tidal  waters  are 
affording  good  sport  to  bream  fishers,  and  at  Hampton 
Court  and  Sunluiry  some  good  jack  have  been  taken. 
Shepperton  is  also  reported  to  have  yielded  good  sport; 
and  T.  Spicer,  writing  from  Staines,  says  the  river  in 
that  district  is  in  such  an  excellent  condition  that  it 
would  well  repay  any  angler  to  visit  it  just  now.  The 
mild  weather  of  tho  past  week  brought  the  roach  on  the 
feed,  and  though  not  sharpening  tho  appetite  of  the  jack, 
it  certainly  did  not  send  them  off  the  feed.  But  despite 
the  good  reports  which  we  have  received,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  two  or  three  days’  rain  would  greatly  im- 
prove the  chances  of  a successful  outing.  Several  com- 
petitions for  Christmas  prizes  have  now  been  arranged, 
and  there  should  be  some  good  shows  on  the  club  trays, 
more  especially  as  the  river  is  almost  free  of  any  traffic. 
Very  few  of  the  small  craft  have  been  seen  on  tho 
river  during  the  past  week,  and  any  one  anxious  to  get 
amongst  the  fish  will  have  no  difficulty  in  finding  quiet 
and  secluded  swims  where  to  use  their  rods  with  the 
best  advantage. 

####### 

It  is  particularly  gratifying  to  hear  that  the 
new  bye-laws  are  being  so  well  recognised  and 
obeyed  by  those  anglers  who  are  not  affiliated 
to  any  club.  Trailing  was  principally  carried 
on  by  persons  who  looked  upon  this  as  an  easy 
and  successful  manner  of  pike  fishing,  but  since  the  new 
regulations  have  been  in  force,  very  few  persons  have 
been  seen  following  this  unfair  and  unsportsmanlike 
method.  From  this  fact  we  must  recognise  that  much 
good  work  has  been  done  by  the  distribution  of  leaflets  and 
the  posting  of  placards  near  the  river,  warning  all 
persons  not  to  offend.  And  it  speaks  well  for  the 
general  character  of  these  unaffiliated  anglers  that  they 
do  not  attempt  any  evasion  on  the  Q.  T. 

« # 4f!  * * # * 

A CASE  of  much  importance  to  anglers  came  before 
Mr.  Justice  North  in  the  Queen’s  Bench  Division  on 
Tuesday.  It  was  a motion  to  commit  James  Andrews  to 
Holloway  Gaol  for  contempt  in  disobeying  a perpetual 
injunction,  which  was  granted  by  Mr.  Justice  North  on 
May  12,  1891,  restraining  the  defendant  from  fishing  or 
attempting  to  catch  fish,  or  otherwise  trespassing  upon 
a several  fishery  in  the  Thames,  near  to  Maidenhead,  of 
which  fishery  the  plaintiff,  Mrs.  Annie  Smith,  was,  by 
the  same  order,  declared  to  be  the  owner,  in  fee  simple 
in  possession. — James  Andrews  is  a fisherman,  who  holds 
a licence  from  the  Thames  Conservancy,  and  lives  at 
Maidenhead. — Mr.  Justice  North  thought  it  clear  from 
the  evidence  that  a trespass  had  been  committed  on 
July  18  last.  He  also  thought  it  clear  that  there  had 
been  a deliberate  breach  of  the  injunction.  If  the  matter 
had  been  brought  before  the  court  at  once  he  should 
have  committed  the  defendant.  But  nearly  five  months 
had  now  elapsed,  and,  therefore,  he  should  not  now 
commit  him.  But  he  warned  the  defendant  that  he 
must  not  expect  aisimilar  indulgence  in  the  future,  and 
he  must  pay  all  the  costs  of  the  motion.  Andrews 
might,  if  he  had  applied  for  it,  have  obtained  from  the 
plaintiff  a licence  to  fish,  and  if  he  deliberately 
abstained  from  doing  so,  it  could  not  be  wondered  at 
that  ill-feeling  should  be  produced  between  the  defen- 
dant and  the  plaintiff’s  agent.  His  lordship  concluded 
by  warning  the  defendant  that,  if  he  were  proved  in 
future  to  have  committed  a similar  offence,  the  court 
would  have  no  alternative  but  to  send  him  to  prison. 

• *«**«* 

On  Tuesday  evening,  Dec.  12,  Mr.  F.  Timbrell  will 
give  a lecture  in  St.  Dunstan’s  schoolroom  on  “ Izaak 
Walton.”  Commence  at  8 o’clock  sharp.  A crowded 
audience  is  anticipated.  On  the  same  evening  the 
Gresham  anglers  will  give  a smoking  concert  (to  which 
all  anglers  are  invited).  Mr.  B.  A.  Parker  will  be 
responsible  for  the  musical  arrangements.  It  goes 
without  saying  that  a pleasant  evening  is  in  store. 
The  first-named  will  be  a lecture  to  anglers  ; the  last- 
named  a performance  by  anglers.  They  will  both  be 
largely  patronised;  that  is  why  we  “ soirnd  the  loud 
timbrel.” 

*«##**# 

Mr.  J.  J.  Armistead,  the  eminent  fish  culturist,  on 
Wednesday  evening  last  (Dec.  6)  lectured  to  a large  and 
appreciative  audience  on  the  subject  of  “ American  Fish 
Culture.” 

*«###** 

On  the  same  evening  the  Bristol  Anglers’  Central 
Association  held  their  annual  dinner  at  the  Royal 
Hotel,  and  a right  royal  entertainment  it  was.  Mr.  W. 
Henderson  occupied  the  chair,  and  the  function  was 
skilfully  engineered  by  the  energetic  secretary,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Cundall.  Mr.  Sharland,  of  High-street,  was  respon- 
sible for  the  nrogramme,  which  is  a work  of  art.  A 
graceful  compliment  is  paid  to  the  FUhing  Gazette  in 
copying  the  portrait  of  Izaak  Walton  from  its  front  page. 

******* 

Look  out  1 The  Christmas  Number  of  the  F.  G.  is 
coming — and  see  that  you  get  it.  .We  are  sure  all 
anglers  will  appreciate  our  efforts  on  their  behalf.  In 
addition  to  a double  number  at  the  usual  price  (two- 
pence), we  are  giving  away  gratis  an  almanack,  contain- 
ing information  of  much  value  to  anglers  in  general. 
Those  who  want  to  know  where  to  fish  should  secure 
one  of  these  almanacks  and  save  it  for  future  use  and 
reference.  Christmas  Number,  price  twopence.  Beady 
next  Saturday,  Dec.  16. 

******* 

“Boys”  Christmas  Double  Number. — Our  friend 
Boys  appears  to  have  taken  a leaf  out  of  the  Fishing 


Gazette,  and  instead  of  issuing  a “ Special,”  for  which 
its  readers  must  pay  extra,  gives  them  thirty-two  pages 
of  reading  matter  for  the  usual  penny.  It  contains  just 
the  right  kind  of  matter  to  please  our  boys.  In  addition 
to  stories  by  G.  Manville  Fenn  and  .1.  A.  Steuart,  there 
are  contributions  on  “ Christmas  Day  in  the  Navy  ;” 
“ A Month  on  an  Iceberg,”  by  A.  T.  Story  ; “ How  it 
Grew,”  a funny  fish  story  in  six  tableaux  ; “ A Drive  for 
Life  ;”  ” God's  Wind  on  Christmas  Eve,”  by  Robert 
Overton;  “Confederate  to  a Conjurer.”  by  L.  Wagner  ; 
“ Letter-clips  and  Counter  Jumpers,”  by  Frank 
Hampton ; “ An  Arkansas  Bear  Story ;”  two  poems 
suitable  for  recitation — “The  Clerk  of  the  Weather,”  by 
F.  H.  Sikes,  B.A.,  and  “Tho  Castellan  of  Gaillon,”  by 
B.  E.  Cuthell ; “ In  the  Dead  of  Night,”  by  N.  Hellis  ; 
Puzzles,  Chess,  and  other  matters.  The  number  also 
contains  twenty-eight  illustrations,  and  appears  in  an 
attractive  cover. 

******-* 

Still  another  graceful  act  to  chronicle  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  T.Crumplen  (“  Old  Izaak,”  of  the  People).  I learn 
that  he  has  forwarded  a guinea  to  Mr.  B.  Ghurney, 
secretary  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Societ.y,  with  the 
request  that  his  name  be  added  to  the  list  of  life 
members.  Who  will  be  the  next  to  follow  the  example  of 
this  faithful  follower  of  the  “ Old  Master  ?” 

******* 

We  have  much  pleasure  in  inserting  the  following 
generous  offer: — “Sir, — Severe  weather  is  upon  us, 
accompanied  by  dear  fuel  and  much  poverty.  Will  you 
allow  us  to  say  that  if  presidents,  secretaries,  &c.,  of 
charitable  institutions  will  apply  to  us  we  will  supply 
them  with  our  compressed  pea  soup  at  cost  price,  viz., 
4Jd.  per  lb.,  the  trade  price  being  7d.  per  lb.  One 
pound  of  this  soup  makes  twenty-four  good  meals  for 
children.— Yours  faithfully.  Economic  Soup  and  Food 
Company,  52,  Cheapside.” 

******* 

The  following  capital  song  was  sung  by  the  popular 
secretary  of  theNorwich  Angling  Club,  Mr.  J.  D.  Beeston. 
at  the  annual  dinner,  on  Nov.  28.  The  tune  to  which 
it  was  sung  may  also  be  considered  popular  ; — 
Angling  on  the  Yare. 

(Tune : Daisy  Bell.) 

I have  a sport  that  I love  to  toast — 

Angling,  angling — 

The  recreation  that  charms  me  most. 

Sporting  on  the  Yare. 

Part  of  my  savage  life  lingering  still 
My  higher  life  to  share. 

Prompting  me  oft  fine  fish  to  kill — 

Angling  on  the  Yare. 

Chorus — 

Angling,  angling,  sport  of  my  heart  and  true. 

Men  cease  wrangling  when  they’re  in  love  with  you  ; 
Some  like  a gun  and  cartridge. 

For  pheasant,  grouse,  and  partridge. 

But  give  me  a seat,  with  tackle  and  wheat. 

In  a jolly-boat  made  for  two. 

I have  a basket  I long  to  take — 

Angling,  angling— 

A Norfolk  frail  of  substantial  make. 

For  sporting  on  the  Yare  ; 

All  the  needs  of  a whole  day’s  sport 
Can  be  packed  within  with  care, 

From  a bag  of  ground-bait  to  a bottle  of  port. 
For  angling  on  the  Yare. 

Chorus — Angling,  &c. 

I have  a line  that  I gently  cast — 

Angling,  angling — 

From  a Norfolk  rod  so  lithe  and  fast, 

Sporting  on  the  Yare. 

Philosophers  speak  of  these  as  toys 
With  which  good  sportsmen  play. 

But  little  they  know  of  angler’s  joys 
That  spring  from  these  alway. 

Chorus — Angling,  &c. 

I have  a friend  that  I love  to  meet  — 

Angling,  angling — 

Whose  humour  and  wit  makes  the  day  complete. 
Sporting  on  the  Yare  ; 

Communing  with  nature  in  sport  so  gay. 

And  free  from  anxious  care. 

With  a smoke  and  a joke  we  pass  the  day. 
Angling  on  the  Yare. 

Chorus — Angling,  &c. 
****** 

Yes,  brother  performers  with  the  bank  pole— trout  ! 
And  beauties,  too ; pounders  and  over — much  over ! 
How  many  ? Well,  I’ll  tell  you,  but  it  did  not  happen 
in  the  land  of  the  lordly  salmon,  where  trout  may  be 
taken  all  the  year  round.  Nine  carriers  loaded  I A 
two-horse  van  to  fetch  them  from  the  Midland  station  ! 
No;  not  Chalk  Farm,  but  Derbyshire  is  where  they  came 
from.  Just  fancy  “ Dragnet  ” behind  a9d.  cigar,  lolling 
comfortably  in  “an  ’ansom,”  following  two  tons  of 
trout ! And  not  a single  brother  angler  to  congratulate 
him.  Perhaps  twelve  o’clock  on  a Thursday  is  not  the 
best  time  to  meet  one’s  pals.  You  are  quite  right, 
generous-hearted  club  member — I did  not  catch  them 
all,  at  all,  at  all.  I was  merely  superintending  their 
transit  from  a land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey  to  a 
river  which  to  fish  would  require  skill  and  money. 
******* 

At  tho  recent  dinner  of  Shropshire  Anglers,  held  at 
Host  Toddington’s,  Tontine  Hotel,  several  letters  of 
apology  for  absence  wore  read.  “Dragnet”  is  amomr 
the  number  who  regretted  the  absence  through  death  of 
the  much  loved  and  universally  respected  member,  Mr. 
J.  C.  Lister.  Without  a doubt  he  was  an  English  gentle- 
man—and  an  angler. 


Scene  : The  Royal  Venetian  Chamber  of  the  Holborn 
Restaurant — surrounded  by  the  lights  of  the  angling 
world— not  excluding  the  electric  light  and  candle  light. 
An  elaborate  “menu,”  standing  in  front  of  a gorgeous 
vase  of  (choice  flowers  and  fruit,  artistically  blended, 
the  first  item  on  which  “menu”  reads  “Hors 
d’ceuvres.”  A little  knowledge,  we  are  told,  is  a dan- 
gerous thing.  I wouldn’t  go  to  college  when  1 had  the 
chance,  but  I learned  somewhere  that  ceuvres  was 
French  for  eggs,  and  felt  the  truth  of  the  saying  about 
the  mauvais  quartre-d’heur,  which  preceded  the  grace 
by  the  Venerable  Archdeacon  Gibb.^.  I felt  alarmed  for 
the  safety  of  my  spotless  white  tie  and  broad  expanse 
of  immaculate  linen  in  the  place  where  I usually  wear  a 
waistcoat  I Hons  d’oeuvres  ! Would  they  bring  it  from 
the  Cattle  Show  r If  so,  were  we  to  perform  the  same 
operation  as  history  has  recorded  in  the  “ Retreat  from 
Moscow” — cut  out  a steak  while  on  the  march?  No; 
nothing  of  the  sort. 

******* 

It  was  simply— well,  brother  bottomers,  you  know- 
very  welt  what  it  was  ; and  just  to  make  you  feel  hungry, 
and  not  envious.  I’ll  give  you  the  remainder  of  the 
items  : 

Soups. 

Clear  Turtle.  On'-me  d’Orge. 

Fish. 

Turbot  and  Lobster  Sauce. 

Eels  n la  Marechale.  Whitebait,  Plain  and  Devilled. 

Entrees. 

Bouchees  d’Ecrivisses.  Sweetbreads  Pique,  Richelieu. 

Removes. 

Saddle  of  Mutton,  Duohesse. 

Boiled  Turkey,  Celery  Sauce,  and  York  Ham. 

Roast. 

Pheasant  Barde  sur  Croustade.  Chipped  Potatoes. 

Braised  Celery  au  Jus. 

Sweets. 

Windsor  Pudding.  Timbales  a la  Russe. 

Macedoine  Jelly  . Ice  Pudding. 

Cheese.  Celery. 

Dessert. 

*«#*»** 

By  the  time  I had  got  to  the  word  “ dessert,”  the  only 
thing  that  had  deserted  me  was  my  appetite.  I enjoyed 
myself  at  the  North  London  on  Monday,  when  I wandered 
to  Holloway  to  assist  in  the  cause  ot  benevolence  ; I was 
made  welcome  at  the  Blackfriars,  on  Tuesday,  when 
sixteen  clubs  sent  representatives  to  honour  Host 
Willson,  who  is  doing  his  best  to  make  his  club  the  club 
of  South  London  ; but  I was  “ almost  persuaded  ” to 
abandon  both  and  join  the  Fly  Fishers,  only  I cant’ 
chuck  a fly  or  find  the  five  guineas. 

******* 

Bear  with  me  a little.  Don’t  go  to  sleep — I didn’t. 
Good  music— good  songs  and  recitations  and  speeches 
— good  cigars,  and  choice  champagne  ad  lib.  I behove 
I should  have  stayed  much  later  had  not  the  waiters 
commenced  to  put  the  chairs  on  the  tables  preparatory 
to  sweeping  up  the  corks  which  had  been  “popping” 
all  the  evening.  There  was  only  one  little  country- 
temps  that  I noticed  — namely,  that  out  of  such  a 
number  of  illustrious  members  of  the  fourth  estate 
present,  not  one  had  a good  word  to  say  for  the  poor 
“Press.”  I was  on  -the  verge  of  suggesting  to  the 
chairman  that  “ Dragnet  ” would  propose  “The  Press,” 
and  had  gone  so  far  as  to  make  a few  notes  in  hiero- 
glyphics on  the  back  of  the  “menu,”  ready  to  run  off 
the  reel — when  “I  caught  the  Editor’s  eye!”  That 
look  caused  my  line  to  kink.  I sat  down.  The  only 
reason  I can  assign  for  not  recording  what  I should  like 
to  have  said  is,  that  it  may  “ catch  the  Editor’s  eye.” 

« * * * # * * 

I ALMOST  forgot  to  mention  that  on  the  fourth  page 
of  the  menu  was  a creel  filled  with  books.  As  I said 
before,  French  is  not  my  forte,  consequently  the  words 
“ Piscator  . non  . solum  . piscatur  ” worried  me  a bit.  I 
somehow  think  it  means  : 

At  home,  these  gents  pore  over  hooks, 

-\nd  when  abroad,  raalto  jilay  with  hooks. 

It  is,  indeed,  much  to  be  wished 
Some  Ashing  men  might  loo  t)e  tidied. 
******* 

The  Preservation  Fund  is  still  receiving  support  from 
the  clubs — Who  knows?  It  may  yet  be  possible  to 
reach  the  hundred  ! Should  any  doubts  exist  as  to  the 
necessity  of  subscribing  to  this  excellent  fund,  they 
may  be  summarily  set  at  rest  by  the  perusal  of  that 
invaluable  little  work,  entitled  the  “ Rise  and  Progress 
of  Thames  Preservation,  being  Records  of  the  Past 
from  Practical  and  Personal  Experience”  (by  W.  H. 
Brougham,  secretary  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society).  Price  6d.  Orders  can  bo  sent  to  the  Author, 
11,  Pownall-gardens,  Hounslow.  Published  gratuitously 
by  the  Fishing  Gazette,  for  the  benefit  of  the  funds  of 
the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society. 

******* 

The  Ascot  County  Ball  will  take  place  on  Tuesday 
next  in  the  Grand  Stand.  All  tho  houses  in  the 
neighbourhood  will  be  full  for  the  occasion. 

******* 

The  Thames  river  keepers’  dinner  will  take  place  in 
January,  at  the  Star  and  Garter  Hotel,  Kew  Bridge. 
Tickets,  5s.  The  attendance  will  include  the  Conser- 
vancy keepers  and  of  fishermen  who  have  assisted  in  the 
protection  of  the  fishery.  The  appointment  of  so  many 
additional  keepers  under  the  new  bye-laws  will  necessi- 
tate additional  support.  Postal  orders  in  support  of 
this  entertainment  will  be  cheerfully  acknowledged  by 
Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  secretary,  Pownall-gardens, 
Hounslow.  Dragnet, 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Pishing 
Gazette,  St.  Danstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below 

(SO  min.  for  Chelsea.  (55  min.  for  Kew. 

\40  „ „ Putney.  w5  ,,  „ Richmond. 

Add  ^45  ,,  ,,  Hammer-  Add -s  80  ,,  ,,  Twicken- 

/ smith.  / ham. 

''50  ,,  ,,  Barnes.  ''85  „ „ Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  dowm-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  High  Water 

AT  London  Bridge. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Deo. 

9 

....  2.21  

2.39 

Sunday,  ,, 

10  

....  2.56  

3.13 

Monday,  ,, 

11  

....  3 30  

3.48 

Tuesday,  ,, 

12  

....  4.  5 

4 23 

Wednesday,  ,, 

13  

....  4.41  

4.59 

Thursday,  ,, 

14  

....  5.18  

5.38 

Friday,  ,, 

15  

...  6.  1 

6.24 

High  Water  at  Amberley  and  Pulborough. 

Homing.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Dec. 

9 

....  3.  1 

3.19 

Sunday,  ,, 

10  

....  3.36  

3 53 

Monday,  ,, 

11  

...  4.10  

4.28 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley. 

Pulborough  will  be  two  hours  forty  minutes  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames. — General  Remarks. — Although 
the  water  in  some  places  has  been  described  as  being  in 
the  best  condition  for  anglers,  the  fishermen  are  still 
complaining  of  the  scarcity  of  anglers,  with  the  result 
there  is  an  unusually  bare  record  of  sport,  and  that 
more  in  relation  to  the  river  above  locks.  In  the  reports 
of  this  week  it  will  be  seen,  with  the  exception  of 
Hampton  Court,  the  tidal  waters  have  made  the  best 
show  of  roach,  dace,  and  bream,  and  there  are  a few 
good  items.  In  the  lower  portion  of  the  tideway,  below 
Kew  Bridge,  one  of  the  netsmen  has  been  detected  by 
that  intelligent  and  active  officer  of  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy, Mr.  G.  J.  Rough,  in  using  a blay  net  only 
l|in.  mesh,  instead  of  being,  according  to  the  bye-laws, 
the  usual  size  of  2in.,  and  on  being  taken  before  the 
magistrate  at  the  South-Western  Police  Court  was 
condemned,  and  ordered  to  be  disposed  of  by  the 
Conservators  as  they  might  think  fit.  The  Conserva- 
tors, thinking  it  might  be  useful  to  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society  for  use  in  connection  with 
the  netting  of  fish  for  increasing  the  stock  in  the  river, 
have,  kindly  offered  it  to  the  committee,  which  has  been 
by  them  accepted,  and  is  now  in  their  possession.  In 
the  recent  report  through  the  Anglers’  Association  of 
the  destruction  of  roach  at  the  Battersea  Dock,  the 
matter  has  been  fully  investigated  by  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society,  and  the  head  river  keeper, 
Mr.  G.  J.  Rough,  who  has  charge  of  that  portion  of  the 
river,  states  he  has  not  found  any  person  who  has  seen 
fish  destroyed  in  that  dock,  and  the  only  time  the  river 
gates  are  open  for  craft  to  pass  in  or  out  is  at  high-water 
time.  He  has  been  there  every  day  since,  and  found 
but  very  few  small  roach  there.  The  dock  master,  Mr.  C. 
South,  who  has  been  there  seven  years,  states  he  has 
never  seen  any  fish  killed  except  one  eel.  The  clearing 
out  of  the  dock  is  a process  of  dredging.  It  is  hoped 
this  report  will  be  considered  satisfactory  by  the  Anglers’ 
Association,  whose  reports  at  all  times  will  receive 
careful  investigation. — B. 

Thames. — The  Chertsey  Angling  Association  held 
their  annual  meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  and  voted  a 
guinea  towards  the  funds  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preser- 
vation Society.  On  Sunday  a bank  angler  caught  a jack, 
a short  distance  above  Chertsey  Lock,  which  measured 
29in.  in  length  and  weighed  13jlb.  The  fish  was  a thin 
one,  and  had  a remarkably  small  head.  Some  very  good 
roach  have  been  taken,  both  at  Chertsey  and  Penton 
Hook.  The  river  is  still  very  bright,  and  but  little  above 
summer  level,  while  the  stream  is  wonderfully  slight  for 
the  time  of  year. — H.  C.  Alpe. 

Thames  (Hampton  Court). — William  Milbourne 
states:  “There  have  been  some  fine  shows  of  roach 
taken  at  Hampton  Court.  The  punts  have  taken  from 
six  to  seven  dozen  each  day.  The  private  boats  have 
been  getting  some  good  chub.  The  water  is  in  good 
condition  for  all  fishing ; it  could  not  be  better.” 

Thames  (Kingston).— John  Knight,  one  day,  121b. 
of  roach  and  dace  ; and  another  day,  five  dozen  of  roach 
and  dace  and  five  chub,  the  largest  3Jlb.  A few  jack 
have  been  taken. 

Thames  (Reading). — “ Everything  comes  to  him 
who  waits,”  is  a proverb  predominant  in  every  school 
book,  and  after  an  unproliflc  time,  ranging  over  several 
weeks,  fishermen  are  getting  to  their  pastime.  In 
Reading,  jack,  are  full  of  life,  and  nearly  always  eager 
for  the  bait,  whilst  those  who  have  ventured  out  for 
smaller  fry  have  met  with  a fair  amount  of  sport.  W. 
Moss  and  party,  in  the  latter  portion  of  last  week,  cap- 


tured eight  pike  of  very  fair  dimensions,  the  largest 
weighing  81b.  ; Messrs.  Jackson  and  Pocock’s  efforts  did 
not  go  unrewarded,  the  largest  fish  beirg  bagged 
by  the  latter,  in  weight  131b.  15oz.,  H.  Hyde,  Howse, 
and  Long  shared  good  takes  of  pike,  ranging  from  61b. 
to  81b.  Mr.  Trull  killed  two  roach,  either  being  a shade 
under  lib.  in  weight.  The  water  is  in  good  order  for 
the  pastime. — E.  Hadley. 

Thames  (Richmond).— Job  Brain,  during  the  week, 
601b.  of  roach  and  dace.  Job  Brain,  jun.,  281b.  of  roach 
and  dace  ; and  E.  Howard,  .501b.  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Sunbury). — The  punts  of  Messrs.  T.  and 
A.  Stroud  and  Mr.  Edward  Clark  have  been  getting  a 
few  roach  and  dace  during  the  week. 

Thames  (Teddington).  — W.  M'Bride,  one  day 
with  Mr.  Port  and  Mr.  Cole,  thirty-seven  bream  and 
one  brace  of  jack.  Another  day,  with  Mr,  Porter,  601b. 
of  bream  and  one  jack,  all  of  which  were  returned  to  the 
river  again.  Another  day,  with  Mr,  Islip,  201b.  of 
bream  ; and  another  day,  with  Mr.  Levy,  601b.  weight 
of  bream  and  four  jack.  The  water  is  low  and  bright. 

Thames  (Twickenham).— C.  Brown,  in  one  day 
with  Mr.  Carter,  201b.  of  fine  roach  and  dace;  and,  in 
two  other  days,  251b.  of  roach  and  dace.  Samuel  Cole, 
in  two  days,  3.51b.  of  roach  and  dace.  John  Coxen,  in 
three  days,  has  made  a total  of  four  hundred  roach  and 
dace.  George  Coxen,  in  two  and  a half  days,  401b.  of 
roach  and  dace.  John  Frost,  in  three  days,  301b.  of 
roach  and  dace  ; and  John  Spong,  in  one  day,  with  Mr. 
Westley  and  Mr.  Holdsworth,  401b.  of  roach  and  dace 
(the  largest  roach  weighing  lilb.),  and  during  the  week 
1001b.  of  roach  and  dace. 

Windsor  District.— Though  grand  weather  for  pike, 
and  water  in  excellent  condition,  very  few  local  anglers 
out.  I have  not  tried  them,  being  unable  to  get  away 
just  now,  but  Lord  Inverarie  informs  me  he  has  had  a 
brace  spinning,  3Jlb.  and  2|lb.  ; and  two  tank  anglers, 
fishing  near  Clewer  Point,  secured  nine  fish  during  the 
day,  ranging  from  21b.  to  51b.  That  they  are  well  worth 
trying  now  I have  no  doubt,  and,  given  two  anglers 
afloat  who  can  spin  well  over  the  likely  spots,  it  would 
prove  the  most  killing  if  sma.ll  dace  or  large  gudgeon  be 
used,  though  Lord  Inverarie  caught  both  his  with  a 
spoon.  Chub  and  roach  are  now  in  capital  condition, 
and  both  should  feed  well  if  proper  places  selected  and 
good  sweet  bait  presented  to  them , accompanied  with  well 
made  good  ground  bait.  On  going  through  the  Thames 
trout  record,  ^Vindsor  district  l893,  I find  there  were 
recorded  thirty-six  fish,  gross  weight  l561b.  2oz.,  average 
41b.  7oz. ; the  three  heaviest  being  81b.  each,  caught  by 
Mr.  Lumsden,  Mr.  Rowles,  and  a London  strariger.  Mr. 
Roberts,  of  Windsor,  wins  the  local  club  prize  with  a 
fish  of  41b.  14oz.— B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Ancholme  District.— It  has  been  too  cold  for 
successful  angling.  A few  were  over  from  Sheffield 
some  days  ago,  and  got  some  decent  roach  near  the  New 
Bridge,  but  local  anglers  hardly  face  the  inclement 
weather.  Mr.  Meanwell  had  twenty  roach  from  River- 
head  on  Tuesday,  some  of  which  weighed  lib.  each,  and 
all  were  in  fine  condition.  A man  named  Thomas  Mark- 
ham, of  Nettleton,  was  yesterday  brought  before  the 
local  magistrates  at  Caistor,  charged  with  a breach  of 
the  Fisheries  Act,  to  wit,  that  he  did  take  trout  out  of  a 
beck  during  the  close  time  and  offer  the  same  for  sale. 
As  it  was  a first  offence,  and  the  offender  in  ignorance  of 
the  law  on  the  subject,  he  was  let  off  with  the  nominal 
penalty  of  one  shilling  and  costs. — Thomas  Ford. 

Cornish.  Streams. — As  I predicted  last  week,  the 
winding-up  of  this  wretchedly  bad  season  was  worth 
the  whole  of  the  remainder.  Scarcely  a salmon  had 
been  taken  before  the  last  week  or  so,  and  then  fish  ran 
so  freely  that  fishermen  began  to  long  for  a short  exten- 
sion of  time.  The  waters,  too,  were  all  that  could  be 
desired,  and  rods  mustered  in  force.  On  the  Camel 
during  the  last  two  days  one  angler  got  three  salmon, 
of  161b.,  101b.,  and  101b". ; another  two,  of  241b.,  and  91b., 
and  there  were  several  other  single  fish  taken  weighing 
from  141b.  downwards.  An  occasional  salmon  during 
the  recent  freshet  has  gone  into  the  higher  waters 
beyond  the  weir  at  Dunmeer  ; but  there  is  a very  slight 
chance  until  alterations  are  made  of  the  majority  of 
salmon  getting  into  the  proper  spawning  grounds.  The 
Fowey  has  been  a lamentable  failure  all  through  the 
season.  Something  must  be  done,  or  this  river,  ordinarily 
the  best  for  migratory  fish,  will  lose  its  revenue  from 
rods  at  least. — Bodmin. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorkshire). — The  flood  water 
of  last  week  has  passed  down  the  river,  and,  although 
somewhat  thick,  it  is  in  good  order  for  roach  fishing, 
and  in  a few  days  (barring  more  rain)  will  be  all  right 
for  grayling  and  pike. — H. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— We  experienced  a sharp 
touch  of  winter  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  last,  to  the 
great  elation  of  skaters  and  depression  of  anglers.  'The 
Great  Western  Canal  was  frozen  over  for  the  first  time 
this  winter,  and  on  some  portions  of  the  Culm  ice  was 
formed  three  inches  thick  ; but  it  disappeared  as 
rapidly  as  it  came,  and  we  are  now  enjoying  genial 
weather  of  a thoroughly  springlike  nature.  Those 
anglers  who  have  tried  their  luck  have  taken  a pike  or 
two,  but  they  have  generally  run  small.  Water  is  in 
good  fishing  order,  and  prospects  are  promising  for  all 
kinds  of  winter  angling. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— Trolling  for 
pike  proceeds  almost  uninterruptedly  on  the  Fen  drains 
and  rivers,  and  anglers  are  bagging  a good  many  fish  on 
the  whole.  The  dry  summer  kept  most  of  the  waters 
low  and  stale,  and  sometimes  fish  life  was  not  over 
vigorous.  Recent  rains,  however,  have  brought  them  to 
the  autumn  level,  and  it  would  seeffl  the  fish  are  not 
only  plentiful,  but  extra  voracious  in  the  matter  of  feed- 


ing. It  is  easy  to  catch  five  or  six  decent  fish  in  the 
afternoon,  not  only  with  live  bait,  but  with  ordinary 
spoon  or  other  artificial.  Of  course  live  bait  is  best, 
and,  from  what  I hear,  anglers  would  do  well  to  come 
provided  in  this  respect,  unless  they  are  prepared  to  cut 
valuable  time  to  waste  in  catching  the  fish  bait.  The 
Glenn,  Welland,  Nene,  Forty-foot,  and  North  and  South 
Drove  drains  are  all  in  good  trim,  and  anglers  have  done 
well  upon  them  with  pike.  When  not  too  cold,  botttm 
fishing  is  worth  pursuing  as  the  roach  and  perch  are 
still  lively.  Some  good  cUub  have  been  lately  caught  at 
several  points  noted  for  them. — Limpet. 

Idle  (North.  Notts). — The  Idle  is  in  what"  local 
anglers  call  good  condition,  and  if  anyone  chooses  to 
brave  the  colder  weather  they  may  be  sure  of  getting 
better  sport  than  in  the  summer,  when  weeds  and  low 
and  stale  water  had  to  be  contended  with.  Visitors 
from  a distance  are  now  fewer,  but  local  men  are  yet 
attentive.  Grayling  and  dace  are  well  on  the  feed  above 
Retford,  and  especially  above  Eaton,  where  some  very 
pretty  fish  of  the  former  species  have  been  landed. 
Worm  is  chiefly  used  for  grayling,  and  the  takes 
brought  into  Retford  have  run  up  to  four  brace  for  the 
afternoon.  Chub  are  taking  the  gentle  bait  pretty  freely 
about  Retford  aud  Bollam,  and  with  roach  pay  the 
bottom  fisher.  The  waters  below  Mattersey  and  the 
drains  in  that  district  have  been  visited  by  trollers,  but, 
whilst  small  fish  come  to  hand,  specimens  above  31b.  or 
41b.  are  few  and  far  between.  Formerly  there  used  to 
be  some  excellent  pike  in  these  drains  when  they  were 
better  looked  after,  but  lately  I suspect  unfair  means 
have  been  resorted  to  to  get  the  best  fish. — L. 

Lea  (Broxbourne).— The  water  is  in  very  good 
condition.  Some  nice  jack  have  been  taken  recently. — 
E.  N.  B. 

Lea  and  Stort.— On  Dec.  2,  Mr.  Day,  of  the  Ferry 
Boat,  Tottenham,  took  two  pike,  of  from  31b.  to  41b. 
each.  He  was  spinning,  which  is  the  only  method  I can 
understand  in  cold  weather  ; there  is  a chance  of  keeping 
up  the  circulation,  and  also,  I think,  a better  chance  of 
sport  by  this  means.  Mr.  Day  was  using  one  of  Carter 
and  Peek’s  Wagtail  Spinners,  which  is  a most  killing 
artificial,  having  the  advantage  over  a natural  bait  that 
it  can  always  be  relied  on  to  spin  in  a brilliant  manner, 
many  anglers  f ailing  to  obtain  this  desirable  result  when 
using  a dace  or  gudgeon.  A pike  of  171b.  was  taken  from 
the  length  of  the  Navigation  Canal,  between  Page’s  Lock 
and  Cook’s  Perry,  one  day  last  week.  Thursday 
Morning  : Water  in  good  condition  ; weather  bright 
and  fine. — Spliced  Joint. 

Leicester. — Angling  in  this  district  has  not  been 
very  xirofitable  this  week  to  those  who  habitually  fish 
the  Leicestershire  waters.  Rain  persists  in  still  hold- 
ing off,  and  fishing  consequently  continues  to  bs  pursued 
under  disadvantageous  circumstances.  The  canal  and 
backwatei'S  at  Aylestone  have  engaged  the  attention  of 
most  of  the  anglers  from  the  town ; and  from 
this  portion  of  the  Leicester  Society’s  preserves  a 
few  respectable  baskets  have  been  shown.  Mr.  Hobbs 
got  a pike  61b.  3qz.,  and  two  brace  of  good  dace  and  a 
fine  lot  of  roach.  Mr.  W.  Smith  also  had  a brace  of  pike, 
the  largest  weighing  61b  , in  addition  to  some  fair  roach. 
Chub  fishing  in  the  Aylestone  backwaters  has  not  been 
very  good,  the  best  fish  shown  being  one  weighing 
31b.  6oz.,  caught  by  Mr.  Richardson.  Away  from  the 
town  matters  are  very'quiet,  anglers, lwho)usually  muster 
in  strong  force,  have  not  been  out  owing  to  the  scarcity 
of  water,  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  any  good  takes 
of  jiike.  A few  anglers  have  bestowed  some  attention 
to  the  Wreake,  but  even  in  this  noted  locality  but  little 
has  been  done  beyond  a tew  basket!  of  roach  and  an  odd 
jack  or  two.  Higher  up  the  Soar,  anglers  have  been 
conspicuous  by  their  absence.  The  weather  remains 
very  open,  but  rain  would  do  a world  of  good. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  improved  and  are  in  fair  order  for  angling. 
The  water  is  clear,  and  the  mild  open  weather  has  been 
good  for  anglers  to  get  out  on  the  river.  The  grayling 
sport  well  during  the  day,  but  only  a few  anglers  have 
been  out,  and  have  used  Willow,  Red  Tag,  Whirling 
Blue,  and  Green  Insect.  For  bottom  fishing  maggot  and 
worm  are  best.  Pike  have  moved  a little  better  of  late. 
Some  nice  grayling  have  been  landed.  The  Pinsley  is 
now  low  and  clear  ; sport  in  it  quiet  at  present. — 
Gwtnne. 

Medway  (Tonbridge). — River  has  been  in  first-rate 
order  for  the  last  few  days,  and  still  continues  so ; wind  in 
right  direction,  everything  pointing  to  good  chances  for 
any  sort  of  fishing,  with  only  one  thing  to  stop  sport, 
and  that  is  absence  of  anglers.  Some  of  ye  townsmen  have 
pity,  and  cheer  us  with  your  presence.  A bitch  otter  of 
741b.  was  caught  on  Wednesday  morning  by  J.  Poster, 
water  bailiff.  It  measured  31in..  extreme  length.  The 
■‘varmints  ” swarm  here.  What  offers  for  a good  carcase 
A few  small  pike  have  been  taken,  but  have  been  put 
back.— R.  E.  W. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — The  water  has  changed  in 
colour  and  varied  in  height  considerable  during  the  last 
few  days.  On  Friday  and  Saturday  it  was  far  too  thick, 
but  the  frosty  weather  soon  improved  it.  'To-day  (VVed- 
nesday)  it  is,  if  anything,  rather  too  clear,  but  pike, 
notwithstanding,  are  feeding  freely,  and  especially  is 
this  the  case  in  deep  water.  Several  nice  fish  np 
to  6Jlb.  have  been  taken  live-baiting.  I am  pleased 
to  state  that  the  members  of  the  Huntingdon  Angling 
Association  placed  a number  of  pike  in  their  waters  on 
Tuesday,  and  it  is  proposed  to  repeat  this  in  a fortnight, 
when  a quantity  of  chub  and  tench  are  also  to  be  put  in. 
I consider  the  river  just  now  well  worth  a visit. — B. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Pike  have  been  feeding  very 
fairly,  and  some  decent  ones  taken,  including  one  61b. 
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Small  ones  have  boon  taken  in  nnmbors  and  returned. 
Good  roaoh  have  boon  taken  near  the  sewer  with  whoat 
and  worms.  The  river  has  been  restocked  with  fifty 
pike  during  the  week,  and  another  fifty  is  on  order  for 
the  same  purpose.  So  in  all  probability  the  water  will 
still  contain  a good  supply  of  pike.  Prospects  good  for 
pike  fishing. — H.  Kout. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots).— Water  in  grand  condition,  and 
fish  feeding  freely,  some  very  nice  jack  having  been 
taken,  one  going  10, ^Ib.  and  in  splendid  form.  During 
the  big  storm  last  Friday  T managed  to  take  one  very 
nice  fisb,  and  I hear  of  about  a score  of  docent  fish 
having  been  taken  during  the  week,  principally  by 
locals  though  — visitors  here  are  (like  up  Thames 
reports)  hanging  back  for  a big  Christmas  outing, 
perhaps  — I only  hope  this  year  we  shall  not  be  all 
frozen  out  for  three  months,  so  as  to  allow  a few  of  the 
real  good  fish  a chance  to  get  caught. — A..  Scard. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanet,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Another  snowstorm  swept  over  this  neighbour- 
hood at  the  end  of  last  week,  but  did  not  remain  long  on 
the  ground,  but  did  not  much  interfere  with  the  rivers, 
which  are  now,  comparatively  speaking,  very  low  indeed  ; 
and  to  this,  in  some  measure,  is  attributed  the  very 
small  number  of  salmon  seen  attempting  to  reach  the 
upper  waters,  which  may  be  counted  by  units  instead  of 
hirndreds.  The  weather  is  now  getting  very  favourable 
again  for  angling,  and  the  rivers  in  better  condition 
every  day. — Vtbnwt. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — The  water  was  in  good 
colour  on  Dec.  3,  but  good  fish  were  feeding  slowly.  The 
water  is  still  good,  and  seems  likely  to  continue,  and 
some  sport  should  now  be  had  amongst  the  roach.  One 
local  angler  has  taken  131b.  of  good  roaoh  in  three  hours’ 
fishing,  and  on  Wednesday,  amongst  other  fish,  a roach 
of  lib.  and  a Jack  of  51b.  7oz.  Water  will  be  in  good 
order  on  Dec.  10,  and  for  roach,  gentles  or  saffron  paste 
are  the  favourite  baits. — W.  Bainbeidge. 

Sussex  Rivers. — With  dull,  cold  weather  sport  has 
been  very  poor  during  the  week  in  most  districts. 
Rivers  are  in  fair  condition,  but  the  fish  are  not  feeding 
freely.  Visitors  to  the  Bother  have  taken  a few  pike 
and  perch,  but  nothing  heavy.  A few  good  roach  are 
notified  as  taken  from  the  Ouse  below  Lewes,  while  from 
the  upper  reaches  several  small  pike,  but  nothing  over 
61b.,  perch  of  21b.,  and  some  good  chub.  The  roach 
fishermen  have  fared  poorly.  At  Chichester  Canal 
sport  has  been  very  slow,  and  more  fish  foul-hooked 
than  taken  legitimately.  An  otter  was  shot  recently  by 
Mr.  Stacey  at  Siddlesham.  It  measured  3ft.  lOin,,  and 
it  is  a rare  occurrence  for  an  otter  to  be  found  in  this 
neighbourhood. — George  P.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — In  this  part  the  Teme  is  running 
a nice  level  and  clear,  and  has  been  improved  by  the 
rain,  and  it  is  now  in  order  for  either  fly  or  bottom 
fishing.  The  mild  open  weather  has  brought  a few  more 
rods  out  at  mid-day,  and  the  fish  have  been  rising 
better,  but  are  shy  at  the  artificial  fly.  The  flies  used 
are  the  Whirling  Blue,  Bed  Tag,  Green  Insect,  Willow, 
and  Palmer.  For  bottom  fishing  maggot  and  worm 
have  been  tried.  Pike  fishing  has  improved  this  week. 
Grasshopper  fishing  dull.  On  Saturday,  in  the  water 
under  Whitcliffe,  a gentleman  tried  the  live  bait  for 
pike,  and  landed  a nice  sized  fish.  With  the  maggot 
a dish  of  dace  was  taken.  Near  Ashford  a few  good 
grayling  were  taken  on  Monday,  with  the  Whirling 
Blue  and  Bed  Tag.  Fishing  near  the  Castle  Mill,  on 
Tuesday,  five  grayling  were  landed  with  the  maggot. 
Near  Ludford  some  good  fish  were  taken  on  Tuesday 
with  the  worm.  The  Ony,  Clun,  Corve,  and  Ledwyche, 
are  all  running  clear.  Sport  on  the  Corve  and  Ony 
fairly  good,  but  no  large  basskets  taken  anywhere  this 
week. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).  ^ The  water  in  this  district  is 
now  running  in  good  order  for  angling,  it  being  a nice 
level  and  clear,  and  the  weather  has  been  mild,  and 
suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out,  but  fishing  has  been 
slow.  The  grayling  ri.=e  fairly  well,  and  a few  nice 
ones  have  been  taken  with  the  fly,  and  one  dish  with  the 
maggot.  Sport  is  dull  at  present,  although  there  are 
plenty  of  fish  in  the  river.  The  Bea,  Kyre,  and 
Ledwyche  are  all  low  and  clear;  no  fishing  done  in 
them. — Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — The  Trent  is  running  low  and  in 
fine  order  for  bottom  fishing,  but  sport  is  moderate,  a 
few  chub  with  worms  representing  nearly  the  whole. 
Pike  are  moving  fairly  well,  and  with  the  advance  of 
the  season  specimens  have  improved,  the  best  of  the 
week  being  one  51b.  14oz.  by  Mr.  H.  A.  Hole  from  Aver- 
ham  Weir  ; one  Clb.  24oz.  by  Mr.  H.  Corner  from  the 
Muskham  water  ; and  a good  fish  by  Mr.  Mackenzie, 
weighing  121b.  Both  spinning  and  live  baiting  has  been 
successful,  and  this  is  best  sport  for  anglers  to  f How 
under  present  circumstances. — Tbentsider. 

Witbam,  &c.  (Mid-Lincoln). — The  favourable  re- 
ports, backed  up  by  experience,  now  and  again  continue  to 
bringdown  the  visiting  anglers  to  the  Witham  side,  and 
most  stations  from  Bardney  to  Boston  have  their  sports- 
men. Trolling  is  the  chief  attraction,  and  experienced 
fishermen  get  well  paid  for  their  trouble.  Indeed,  some  of 
them  have  little  difficulty  in  getting  as  many  fish  as  they 
can  conveniently  carry  away  without  a.ssistanoe.  Some  of 
the  Sheffield  visitiors,  and  these  are  the  majority,  have 
had  as  much  as  401b.  for  a single  day,  and  201b.  to  3Dlb.  is 
considered  quite  an  ordinary  thing.  Many  of  the  best 
fish  run  to  71b.  and  81b.,  whilst  odd  ones  have  been 
secured  up  to  101b.  each.  Live  bait  is  chiefly  used,  and 
there  is  not  much  difficulty  in  getting  hold  of  these  by 
a bit  of  bottom  fishing.  Boach  are  feeding  well,  so  are 
porch,  and  several  nice  lots  of  these  have  lately  been 
reported  by  Lincoln  anglers.  The  different  waters 
about  Lincoln  are  in  rare  trim,  but  only  lightly  patro- 


nised, as  compared  with  the  lengths  below  Bardney. 
Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  Derwent 
has  been  in  fair  trim  most  of  the  week,  and  numerous 
anglers  have  boon  out  on  the  various  lengths  trying 
their  luck  with  worm  and  maggot,  but  nothing  worthy 
of  record  has  been  done,  no  one,  so  far  as  I can  gather, 
getting  more  than  an  odd  brace  or  so.  The  weather  is 
still  far  too  mild.— Dotterel. 

Yare  (Norwich). — Climatic  influences  have  made 
sport  on  this  river  uncertain ; the  latter  part  of  last  week 
a catch  of  three  very  nice  sized  pike  was  had  quite  near 
Norwich,  they  weighed  respectively  l()lb.,  81b.,  and  71b., 
giving  a good  average  on  the  river  itself.  Only  a few 
catches  of  small  fish  have  been  recorded,  and  I am  sorry 
to  say  I hear  of  many  undersized  Jack  being  killed  ; this 
complaint  arises  every  season,  and  it  is  a pity  local 
anglers  <lo  not  adhere  to  some  well  known  and  generally 
accepted  scale  as  to  killable  pike.  I consider  any 
largo  enough  to  cook  for  two  or  three  persons  is  a legiti- 
mate fish  to  kill,  but  any  undersize  should,  where  un- 
injured, be  reDirned  to  the  water.  On  the  Bure  they 
continue  to  kill  Jack  in  numbers,  and  here  and  there 
come  across  one  or  two  worth  showing,  and  they  are  the 
fish  we  see  and  hear  most  about,  the  smaller  and  more 
numerous  being  kept  well  in  the  background,  or  rather  at 
Ihe  bottom  of  the  basket.  Prospects,  fine  open  weather 
and  good  sport. — Robert  Moll. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brig’btou. — A few  nice  cod  fish  have  been  taken 
during  the  past  week  by  long  lining,  about  a mile  and  a 
half  off  the  Kemp  Town  shore.  Fair  catches  of  “ Brigh- 
ton winter  herring”  have  been  made  by  seining  within 
about  the  same  distance  off  shore.  These  winter  her- 
rings are  only  abouthalf  the  sizeof  Last  Coast_ herrings, 
but  are  remarkably  fine  in  flavour  (and,  low  be  it  spoken, 
equal  to  or  superior  to  trout !).  They  appear  to  be  quite 
a distinct  shoal  from  the  North  Sea  herring.  Whence 
do  they  come,  and  whither  do  they  go  ? — H. 

Deal. — Nothing  to  note  for  rod  anglers.  Weather 
still  unsettled  ; splendid  takes  of  cod  on  long  lines.— 
Edward  Hanger,  Agent  British  Sea  Anglers’  Society. 

Plymoutlx. — Herring.s  are  abundant  all  around  the 
coast,  and  so  great  are  the  hauls  that  we  are  constantly 
hearing  of  boat.s  being  sunk  by  being  loaded  too  fu^ll 
with  fish.  I suppose  the  fishermen  would  rather  run  the 
risk  of  getting  ashore  with  a heavily  ladened  boat  than 
casting  a few  overboard.  Whiting  are  very  fine  Just 
now,  and  are  being  taken  in  great  numbers  near  the 
Eddystone  and  also  to  the  soirth-west  of  it,  but  bait  is 
sometimes  scarce,  and  the  boats  very  often  lose  a good 
day  through  the  want  of  it.  Mackerel  are  still  with  us, 
but  not  in  sufficient  numbers  to  induce  the  boats  to  fit 
out  for  them,  as  they  have  all  their  herring  gear  on 
board.  Some  fine  pollack  have  been  caught  during  the 
w6g1s  nGar  DrakG^s  Island  and  tliG  East  WintGr,  ^Gnorally 
on  the  ebb  tide.  Grey  mullet  have  been  taken  by  the 
hundreds  at  Turnchape’l  Pier,  at  the  Promenade  Pier,  and 
also  at  Millbay  Pier  ; they  have  not  been  taking  so 
freely  for  years. — William  Heaeder. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).— The  weather  continues 
favourable,  and  sport  is  still  good  among  gurnet,  whiting, 
and  bream,  hand-liners  having  had  on  an  average  about 
150  of  all  kinds  daily.  Pollacking  has  declined  on  the 
inshore  courses,  but  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  head- 
lands some  good  hampers  were  had  on  Saturday  and 
Monday  last.  At  Bolus  Head,  on  the  former  day,  a local 
angler 'killed  a fine  pollack  of  161b.  with  a fresh-water 
eel.— T.  J.  Dennehy. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

North,  of  Scotland.— Spawning.— The  spawning 
season  is  now  at  its  height  all  over  the  north.  _ The 
earlier  fish  have  spawned  out  on  the  higher 
re  Ids  some  weeks  ago,  but  the  most  important 
and  the  more  extensive  redds  are  Just  being 
covered.  Fish  have  been  running  freely  into  the  mid- 
reaches for  a couple  of  weeks  back,  and  all  over  the 
most  prolific  parts  of  the  Dee  the  spawning  banks  are 
well  stocked.  No  disease  is  noticeable,  although  here 
and  there  a spotted  fish  may  be  met  with.  The  ex- 
tremes of  temperature  are  extremely  trying,  ranging 
from  33  to  45  degrees  Fahr.,  while  the  volume  of 
the  river  is  never  the  same  two  days  on  end.  Better 
hopes  are  now  being  entertained  of  the  spawning  season 
that  was  the  case  a week  or  so  ago.  Still  there  is  room 
for  improvement. — Deesidee. 

South  of  Scotland  — This  week  there  has  been  a 
small  run  of  salmon  from  the  Solway  to  the  lower 
waters  of  the  Border  rivers.  The  late  incoming  fish 
appear  to  be  pretty  full  of  spawn,  and  they  are  noticed 
to  be  very  red  in  colour.  Up  till  this  date  there  has  been 
a marked  scarcity  of  autumn  salmon  this  back-end.  At 
the  close  of  the  netting  season  in  the  Solway  on  the  9th 
Sept,  last,  the  drift  net  fishermen  gave  out  that  the  Firth 
was  full  of  fish  waiting  to  ascend  the  rivers.  This  is 
now  believed  to  have  been  “ a blind.”  Practically  there 
has  been  no  large  migration  ot  salmon  this  back-end  to 
any  of  the  Solway  rivers,  notwithstanding  suitable 
waters  for  the  fish  making  up  to  the  spawning  beds.  The 
early -run  fish  have  been  on  the  redds  for  some  weeks,  and 
not  a few  appear  to  have  spawned  out.  Nice  floods  have 
occurred  since  the  rod  fishing  season  expired,  so  that  the 
breeding  season  has  been  a favourable  one  so  far.  The 
weather  is  again  very  mild  after  the  sharp  nip  of  frost 
last  week  end. — Heatherbell. 


Me.  Alexander  WEieHT,  Accoimtant,  of  10,  Everelda-street, 
Bamsbury,  N.  (member  of  the  Gresham,  Junior  Fly-Fishers,  &c.>, 
undertakes  the  auditing  and  balancing  of  every  description  of 
accounts  at  moderate  rates.  Bents  and  debts  collected. 


BRISTOL  ANGLERS’  DINNER. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  Dec.  6,  the  sixth  annual 
dinner  of  the  Bristol  Anglers’  Central  Association  was 
held  at  the  Eoyal  Hotel,  College  Green,  and  was  attended 
by  a largo  number  of  guests.  Mr.  J.  W.  Cundall  pre- 
sided, and  was  supported  by  the  Very  Rev.  the  Dean  of 
Bristol  (Dr.  Pigou),  the  Revs.  Minor  Canon  Murchison 
and  F.  W.  Drewe,  and  Messrs.  T.  Foster  Barham  (Bridg- 
water), H.  Cooke,  G.  L.  Abbot,  R.  Pierce,  F.  Bnrford, 
C.  H.  Mayo,  J.  Stroud,  J.  O.  Dennehy,  S.  W.  Piggott, 
F.  Robbins,  W.  F.  Harris  (Cardiff),  L.  C.  Wride  H. 
Inch,  C.  W.  Turner,  F.  Bath,  C.  Monmouth,  W.  S. 
Dohby,  B.  S.  Hill,  J.  S.  Sharland,  W.  Arney,  and 

others.  , . , r .- 

After  dinner,  the  Chairman  first  apologised  tor  the 
absence  of  Mr.  E.  W.  B.  Villiers,  who  was  to  have  taken 
the  chair,  but  was  prevented  by  illness.  Mr.  yilliers, 
he  said,  had  presided  over  every  dinner  held  by  that 
association  with  geniality  and  pleasantness,  and  his 
presence  had  always  been  a great  element  in  the  success 
of  the  evening.  He  bad  endeavoured  to  get  Mr.  W. 
Henderson  to  preside,  but  that  gentleman  was  laid  up 
by  indisposition.  He  then  proposed  the  toast,  The 
Queen  and  Eoyal  Family,”  saying  they  always  shared 
in  their  Joys  and  sympathised  with  their  sorrows,  which 
was  a sentiment  reciprocated  by  the  nation.  (Hear, 
hear).  The  toast  was  loyally  received  with  the  singing 
of  the  National  Anthem.  i 

Mr.  Henry  Cooke  submitted  the  toast  of  The  Bishop 
and  Clergy  and  Ministers  of  Religion.”  It  was,  he 
said.  Just  thirty  years  since  their  bishop  was  appointed 
to  the  diccese,  and  since  then  he  had  been  universally 
beloved.  There  seemed  some  possibility  that  the 
diocese  might  be  split  up,  and  when  it  was,  he  was  sure 
they  would  all  be  sorry  to  lose  his  lordship.  (Hear,  hear.) 
They  were  very  pleased  to  have  the  Dean  of  Bristol 
with  them  that  evening  (applause),  and  they  all  hoped 
he  would  bring  to  a successful  issue  the  work  he  had 
now  in  hand  in  the  restoration  of  the  cathedral.  It  ^ 
large  work,  and  must  occupy  considerable  t'®®  ! but, 
with  his  energy  and  perseverance,  there  could  be  no 
doubt  as  to  the  ultimate  result.  (Hear,  hear.)  'The 
population  of  Bristol  was  ever  on  the  increase,  and  the 
work  of  the  clergy  accordingly  increased  with  it. 
Therefore,  they  should  do  all  they  could  to  aid  them  in 
their  labours  and  appreciate  their  efforts.  (Applause.) 

The  Very  Rev.  the  Dean  was  received  with  applause 
when  he  rose  to  reply.  He  said  all  who  were  connected 
with  that  diocese  would  fully  endorse  what  had  been 
said  by  Mr.  Cooke.  However  desirable  the  restoration 
of  the  diocese  might  be,  it  would  be  accompanied  with 
regret  at  the  loss  of  one  who  had  so  long  been  connected 
with  it,  and  one  who  was  so  beloved.  (Hear,  hear.)  He 
thought  Bristol  was  very  favoured  in  having  hard- 
working and  earnest  clergy,  who  did  their  work  most 
faithfully  and  zealously.  (Hear,  hear.)  Speaking  of 
angling,  he  had  always  been  an  ardent  lover  ot  the 
sport.  The  laity  never  seemed  to  take  exception  to  a 
clergyman  being  a fisherman,  but  they  did  not  like  him 
to  go  to  hounds.  He  had  never  taken  a 
his  life.  He  had  never  tried.  He  did  not  believe 
he  could  if  he  tried.  (Laughter.)  Fishing  incul- 
cated patience,  and  he  could  say  tbis  f^^®™ 
experience  of  trout  fishing.  And  it  also_  taught  sou* 
restraint,  as  if  anyone  failed  to  land  their  trout  they 
must  restrain  themselves  from  strong  words.  (Laughter, 
and  hear,  hear).  Then  it  required  a great  aniouat  ot 
perseverance,  as  one  could  go  on  and  fisb,  fish,  fish;  ana 
catch,  catch,  catch — nothing.  (Laughter.)  And,  in 
addition,  it  engendered  skill  and  watchfulness.  Ihe 
rev.  speaker  alluded  in  conclusion  to  the  tercenten^y 
of  Izaak  Walton,  which  he  reminded  them  was  this 

^ Mr.  Poster  Barham  proposed  the  toast  of  The 
Bristol  Central  and  Provincial  Angling  Associations, 
speaking  of  the  excellency  _ of  their  organisations  and 
the  good  work  they  accomplished. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Cundall  responded. 

Mr.  P.  Robbins  gave  “ The  Avon,  &c.,  Fishing  Boam, 
which  was  acknowledged  by  Mr.  Foster  Barham.^  ine 
other  toasts  included  “ The  Railway  Companies,  ine 
Visitors,”  and  “ The  Chairman.” 


On  Monday,  Dec.  18,  a sele<;t  concert  will  take  place 
at  the  North  London  Angling  Society,  T.ip  House, 
Hollo  way-road,  N.,  for  the  benefit  of  Mr,  W^.  Stretch, 
who  has  been  out  of  employment  for  some  considerable 
time.  It  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  brother  anglers 
will  rally  round  him  on  this  occasion.  Mr.  Midson  (of 
the  Hoxton  Brothers)  will  occupy  the  chair,  faced  by 
Mr.  W.  Watling  (of  the  Lincoln). 

Aberdeen  Anglers  — Formation  of  an  Associa- 
rpjQjf.—A  large  and  enthusiastic  meeting  of  Aberdeen 
anglers  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening.  Mr.  Gray  Draper 
wa's  called  to  the  chair.  He  said  that  there  was  an 
association  about  ten  years  ago,  with  Mr.  Peter 
Esslemont,  now  chairman  of  the  Fishery  Board,  as 
president,  but  it  had  become  defunct.  'The  present 
association  had  no  connection  with  the  former  one. 
Addresses  were  given  by  Mr.  Prank  Harper,  Mr. 
Douglas,  Mr.  Cameron,  and  others.  Mr.  Yule, 
secretary  to  the  former  association,  said  that  there  was 
.£10  of  funds  belonging  to  it,  which  he  would  gladly 
hand  over  to  the  newly-formed  association.  The 
following  gentlemen  were  then  appointed  a committee 
to  further  the  interests  of  the  association,  viz.,  Messrs. 
Cameron,  Forsyth,  Bait,  Macintosh,  Douglas,  Yule, 
Harper,  Biattie,  Howie,  &c.  It  is  the  object  of  the 
association  to  rent  salmon  waters,  and  otherwise 
protect  the  interests  of  the  angling  public  in  free  waters. 


480 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


[December  9,  1893 


AN  ENEMY  TO  THE  OYSTER. 

The  “ borer,”  a pest  of  about  the  size  of  a small 
strawberry,  is  working’  great  havoc  among  the  oyster 
beds  in  Delaware  Bay  and  tributary  streams,  says  the 
Philadelphia  Ledger. 

Capt.  Moses  Veale,  of  the  oyster  schooner  White 
Lily,  says  that  the  destructive  powers  of  the  “borer” 
have  been  known  to  oystermen  only  a few  years.  He 
has  followed  oyster  dredging  nearly  thirty-five  years, 
and  the  first  “ borer  ” he  saw  was  about  ten  years  ago, 
but  their  ravages  in  the  oyster  beds  were  comparatively 
unnoticed  until  last  year. 

Capt.  Veale  said  that  “ last  year  the  uumber  of  dead 
oysters  with  holes  made  by  borers  in  the  shell  became 
so  great  that  oystermen  were  alarmed.  This  year  the 
work  of  the  borers  has  become  a grave  matter,  and  if  it 
continues  many  bays  will  be  depopulated  of  oysters. 
From  one  bed  we  dredged  on  this  trip  we  got  1200 
baskets  of  oysters,  but  out  of  these  only  200  were  good, 
the  dead  oysters  having  been  killed  by  borers.  A 
peculiar  thing  about  the  ravages  of  the  borers  is  their 
apparent  selection  of  the  best  oyster  beds.  We  have 
found  this  to  be  true  several  times  this  season.  We 
have  found  a bed  of  small  oysters  almost  entirely  free 
from  borers.  This  bed  will  be  separated  from  another 
bed  of  larger  oysters  by  200ft.,  but  this  latter  bed  will 
be  so  badly  affected  by  the  creatures  that  it  will  hardly 
pay  to  work  it. 

“ From  what  I can  learn  from  oystermen,  the 
destruction  wrought  by  borers  is  much  more  severe  in 
Delaware  Bay  than  in  other  places. 

“ The  work  of  the  borer  this  year  makes  a double 
misfortune,  for  the  oyster  beds  were  badly  damaged  by 
the  big  storms  in  August  and  September.  Very  few 
people  who  are  not  in  the  oyster  dredging  business  know 
anything  of  the  methods  of  the  borer.  When  I first 
took  notice  of  its  work  I secured  several  oysters  just 
after  the  borer  had  fastened  itself  to  the  shell.  When 
the  borer  fastens  itself  it  holds  on  like  a leech,  and  it 
is  with  difficulty  that  it  can  be  removed  with  the 
fingers. 

“Sometimes  the  borer  fastens  itself  to  the  oyster  shell 
near  the  edge,  and  then  the  oyster  is  not  killed.  When 
the  hole  of  the  borer  is  made  near  the  centre  of  the  shell 
the  oyster  is  attacked  in  its  vital  parts  and  dies  in  three 
or  four  days  after  the  hole  is  first  made.” 

Some  of  the  bed-owners  near  Maurice  river  have  lost 
large  sums  of  money  this  year  on  account  of  the  borer. 
Thomas  Munsey,  who  has  a number  of  large  beds,  it  is 
said,  will  lose  10,000  dols.  Several  other  men  have  lost 
nearly  as  much  through  this  unlooked-for  calamity,  and 
a number  of  men  have  lost  in  the  neighbourhood  of  2000 
to  3000  dols.  All  oystermen  say  there  can  be  no  way  of 
taking  away  the  borer  without  destroying  the  oyster 
beds. 


“Halcyon”  says;  “Just  when  anglers  were  con- 
gratulating themselves  that  there  was  going  to  be  a 
complete  change  of  weather,  and  that  a continuation  of 
the  frost  seemed  an  assured  thing,  the  wind  suddenly 
veered  round,  and  the  snow  on  the  hills  was  soon  in  the 
river,  once  more  upsetting  their  calcirlations.  I went  to 
Tanfield  last  Monday,  and  as  the  train  crossed  the 
viaduct  at  Eipon  I saw,  from  the  green  tint  in  the  water, 
that  snow-broth  was  present.  Before  leaving  Leeds  I 
met  a friend  who  was  going  on  business  to  Middles- 
brough, but  before  we  reached  Ripon  he  had  altered  his 
mind  and  decided  to  accompany  me  instead.  This  was 
welcome  news  , as  I dislike  to  fish  alone  above  all  things. 
I commenced  on  the  green  above  the  bridge,  and  the 
very  first  swim  down  I hooked  and  landed  a nice 
grayling.  This,  I thought,  looked  like  business,  but  I 
very  soon  discovered  that  I was  mistaken,  for  I fished 
for  two  hours  after  that  without  having  another  bite, 
and  in  streams  which  are  always  good  for  a brace  or 
two. 

“ We  now  crosse  1 the  river  and  proceeded  about  a mile 
up  stream,  where  there  is  a noted  grayling  swim  at  the 
head  of  a rough,  rocky  stream.  It  is  a very  awkward 
bit  of  wading,  as  the  bottom  is  extremely  uneven,  and 
on  your  right  is  a thick  row  of  alders  and  hawthorn 
bushes,  which  are  liable  to  catch  your  line,  unless  you 
are  careful.  Out  of  this  short  piece  of  water  I extracted 
five  grayling,  one  of  them  a very  game  fish,  which  gave 
excellent  sport  before  he  was  consigned  to  the  basket. 
Then  we  walked  across  the  fields  to  the  Bruce  Arms, 
and  had  a little  bread  and  cheese  and  home-brewed.  On 
resuming  work  we  found  the  fish  as  obdurate  as  ever, 
and  until  three  o’clock  we  never  saw  another  ; then,  as 
if  by  magic,  they  came  on  the  feed,  and  in  the  last  hour 
I killed  seven,  besides  losing  three  or  four  through  not 
striking  quickly  enough,  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  seeing 
the  tiny  float  in  the  fading  light.  Another  angler,  who 
had  been  fishing  the  lower  water,  could  do  nothing  at 
all  with  worm,  so  tried  the  maggot.  He  told  me  that 
between  twelve  and  one  o’clock  he  had  a bite  every 
swim  down,  and  then  they  gave  over  in  a moment.  I 
despair  of  every  being  able  to  thoroughly  understand  the 
habits  of  a grayling.” 


A Day  at  “’Api’y  ’AmpsteAd”  is  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  the 
Ea.st  End  poor,  as  is  amply  proved  by  the  immense  crowds  who 
flock  there  every  Bank  Holiday.  The  pure  air  and  bracing 
atmosphere  to  be  found  on  the  breezy  heights  of  Highgate  and  its 
neighbourhood  cannot  faii  to  benefit  those  who  can  only  spend  a 
few  hours  in  their  midst.  Holidays,  however,  cannot  be  fully 
enjoyed  by  those  persons  tvho  are  suffering  from  disease. 
Holloway's  Pills  and  Ointment  can  speedily  remove  this  drawback 
to  pleasure  if  a fair  triai  is  only  afforded  them.  As  a cure  for 
rheumatism,  gout,  fevers,  diarrhoea,  diseases  of  the  skin,  scrofula,  | 
ulcers,  sores,  burns,  or  old  wounds,  they  are  beyond  competition. 


ANGLING  FIXTURES. 

December  10.  

Albert  Piscatorials  ; Match  at  Hampton. 

Amicable  Brothers  : Match  at  Harlow. 

Anchor  and  Hope  : Match  at  Shepperton. 

Battersea  Friendly  : Match  at  Woking. 

Bermondsey  Brothers:  December  prizes. 

. Bloomsbury  Brothers  : Christmas  outing  to  Windsor. 
Bostonians  : Christmas  prize  outing  to  Shiplake. 
Clapham  Junction:  Christmas  prize  outing  to  Woking. 
Cobden  : Match. 

Dalston  : Match  on  the  Lea. 

Eagle  ; Match  at  Whittlesford. 

Eclipse  : Match  at  Taplow. 

Enterprise : Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 

Good  Intent ; Match  (go-where-you-please). 

Hearts  of  Oak  : Match  at  Cheshunt. 

Hoxton  Brothers : Match  in  the  Lea. 

Independent  Brothers  : Christmas  jjrize  outing. 

Izaak  Walton  ; Match. 

Lincoln  ; Match  at  Windsor. 

North-East  Brothers  ; Match  at  Bures. 

Odds  and  Evens  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

Beckham  Brothers  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

Phoenix  : Christmas  isrize  outing. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials  : Roving  competition. 

Seymour  Brothers  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

Slough  and  Langley  : Match  at  Windsor. 

Sociable  Brothers  : Match. 

Waggoners  : Christmas  prize  outing  to  Richmond. 
Westminster  : Match  at  Bourne  End. 

December  11. 

Anglers’  Association  : Renting  and  Preservation  Com- 
mittee meeting. 

Bostonians  : Visit. 

Good  Intent : Benefit  concert. 

Lincoln  ; Smoking  concert. 

Royal  Oak : Visit. 

December  12. 

Gresham  ; Smoking  concert. 

December  13. 

Izaak  Walton  : Match. 

December  15. 

General  Preservation  Fund  ; Committee  meeting  at 
Foresters’  Hall. 

December  16. 

Albert  Piscatorials  ; Christmas  competition. 

Forest  Gate  : Match  at  Langford. 


FIXTURES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

Dec.  17. — Allason  United  : Prize  outing. 

,,  17. — Amicable  Excelsior  ; Match  at  Richmond. 

,,  17. — Anchor  and  Hope  ; Christmas  prize  outing. 

,,  17. — Anglers’ Pride : Christmas  prize  outing. 

,,  17. — Battersea  Friendly  : Match  for  Christmas 

prizes. 

,,  17. — Bermondsey  Brothers  : Christmas  prizes. 

,,  17. — Blackfriars  : Match  at  Richmond. 

,,  17. — Enterprise  : Match. 

,,  17. — Independent  Brothers : Christmas  prize  outing. 

,,  17. — Mitre  Brothers  : Match  at  Ware. 

,,  17. — Prince  of  Wales  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

,,  17. — Royal  George  : Match  at  Windsor. 

,,  17.— South  London  : Match. 

,,  17. — Walham  Green:  Christmas  prize  outing. 

,,  17. — Wellington:  Christmas  competition. 

,,  17. — West  Ham  Brothers  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

,,  18. — Prince  of  Wales  : Concert. 

,,  19. — Dalston  : Half-yearly  distribution  of  prizes. 

,,  19. — Golden  Barbel : Social  evening. 

,,  24. — Clissold  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

,,  30. — Forest  Gate  ; Roving  match. 


3^ep0tts  from  Clufrs 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning.  Thursday  night’s  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  morning.  Address  “ Editor,  Pi  shing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,” 
marked  “Club  Report  ” outside  envelope. 


Anglers’  Association. — The  general  committee  met 
on  Monday  last,  the  4th  inst.,  at  Foresters’  Hall,  when 
the  vice-president,  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett,  occupied  the  chair. 
After  the  minutes  of  the  last  general  committee  meeting, 
held  on  Nov.  6,  had  been  read  and  duly  confirmed,  the 
members  deceived  a deputation  from,  probably,  the  most 
extraordinary  angling  society  in  the  whole  world.  Its 
name,  the  Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  has  been  well 
chosen.  It  is  compo.sed  of  the  two  Greek  words — 
Lyclmos,  a lamp,  and  Bros,  life,  and  expresses  the  idea  of 
one  who  lives  by  lamplight,  or  one  who  transacts  busi- 
ness by  night  and  sleeps  by  day.  The  meetings  of  this 
society  are  held  at  the  Ben  Jonson,  in  Shoe-lane,  E.C., 
on  the  last  Tuesday  in  every  month,  at  4 a.m.,  and  they 
will  be  pleased  to  welcome  any  angler  who  may  drop  in, 
provided  he  has  the  courage  to  pop  out  early  enough  in 
the  morning  to  join  them.  An  application  from  Mr.  J.  H. 
Farrow  for  the  post  of  bailiff  for  Hertford  was  referred 
to  the  Renting  and  Preservation  Committee,  who  sat 
at  the  close  of  the  meeting  of  the  general  committee. 
Mr.  Laws  reported  that  inquiries  had  been  made  by  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  regarding  the 
reported  destruction  of  fish  at  Stevenson’s  Dock  at 
Battersea,  and  that  it  was  found  there  was  no  founda- 
tion for  the  allegation.  Mr.  Ghurney  stated  that  he 


had  received  twelve  guineas,  per  Mr.  Crumplen,  for  the 
preservation  and  restocking  of  the  Lea,  out  of  the 
recently  collected  Preservation  and  Restocking  Fund. 
Mr.  Laws  asked  for  the  last  balance-sheet  of  the  Maid- 
stone Angling  Association.  The  Secretary  (Mr. 
Ghuiney)  replied  that  he  had  never  seen  one,  and  that 
since  our  grant  to  the  society  in  1891,  which  he  believed 
had  never  been  officially  acknowledged,  no  further  appli- 
cation had  been  made  to  this  association,  neither  had  we 
made  them  a further  grant.  The  usual  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chairman  brought  this  importaut  business  meeting 
to  a close. — Hon.  Reporter. 

Anglers’  Association.— The  monthly  meeting  oc 
the  Renting  and  Preservation  Committee  will  take  place 
on  Monday  evening  next,  Dec.  11,  at  8.30.  — R. 
Ghurney. 

Anglex's’  Association.— General  Preservatiok 
Fund. — Since  my  last  report  I beg  to  acknowledge  with 
thanks  the  receipt  of  lOs.  6d.  from  the  Greenwich,  lOs.  6d. 
Highbury,  lOs.  Stepney,  and  10s.  Amicable  Excelsior 
Angling  Societies.  The  committees  will  meet  at 
Foresters’  Hall,  on  Friday  evening,  Dec.  15,  at  nine 
o’clock.— R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers’  Association  (No.  1 Eastern  District). 
— The  next  return  visit  will  be  to  the  Royal  Oak  Angling 
Society,  Coborn  Arms,  Coborn-road,  Bow,  on  Monday 
next,  Dec.  11.  This  will  be  the  last  return  visit  this 
year.  I hope  we  shall  finish  up  well  with  our  usual  good 
attendance. — G.  Manning. 

Anglers’  _ Association  (Southern  District) 
Visiting  Dist. — A return  visit  took  place  on  Tuesday 
evening  last  at  the  Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Win- 
chester Arms,  Southwark-street,  S.E.,  which,  I am 
pleased  to  say,  was  a success.  On  the  roll  being  called, 
the  following  sixteen  clubs  were  represented : Anglers’ 
Pride,  Bermondsey  Brothers,  Blackfriars,  Peckham 
Brothers,  Rodney,  Second  Surrey,  St.  George’s,  Wal- 
worth Waltonians,  Waggoners,  Wellington,  St. 
Thomas’s,  Pixie  Brothers,  North  London,  Albert  Pisca- 
torials, Junior  Ply  Fishers,  City  Piscatorials.  The  next 
visit  will  take  place  at  the  Peckham  Brothers  Angling 
Society,  Prince  Albert,  East  Surrey-grove,  Peckham. 
The  date  I will  give  next  week. — G.  W.  Armstrong, 
District  Officer. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Cowley  Arms,  Nor- 
mandy-place,Brixton,S.W.  (President,  AlbertChevalier). 
— Several  of  our  members  were  out  again  on  the  3rd 
inst.,  bat  no  one  was  successful  in  taking  the  stipulated 
weight  of  fish  (lib.)  with  which  to  take  a prize.  The 
three  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  Dec.  10,  from  Hampton 
Ferry  to  Sunbury  Lock  ; both  sides  of  the  river.  Com- 
petitors must  all  go  by  the  8.5  train  from  Vauxhall  to 
Hampton,  and  return  by  the  4.51.  On  Wednesday  last, 
being  quarterly  night,  the  following  officers  were  elected 
for  the  ensuing  quarter: — Chairman,  Mr.  C.  Davies,- 
vice-chairman,  Mr.  F.  Tollem ; delegates,  Messrs.  F. 
Barnes  and  W.  H.  Bryant.  As  we  intend  fishing  for 
our  Christmas  prizes  on  the  16th  inst.,  I shall  be  glad  to 
receive,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  names  of  those  members 
wishing  to  compete. — W.  H.  Bryant. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
The  Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate, 
W. — The  Christmas  prize  outing  will  take  place  in  the 
Thames  from  Richmond  Bridge  to  Teddington  Weir  for 
numerous  prizes.  Conditions  of  match,  two  rods,  all 
fish  to  weigh  (bar  eels),  tow-path  only  ; all  to  leave 
London  on  the  morning  of  match  (December  17),  by 
first  or  any  subsequent  trains  during  the  day,  but  not 
go  down  on  Saturday,  or  will  be  disqualified.  All 
members  to  meet  on  Richmond  railway  station  after  the 
match  at  5.30  p.m.  All  members  who  intend  competing 
must  pay  their  entrance-fee  money  by  Wednesday, 
Dec.  13,  or  will  not  be  otherwise  eligible  to  enter.  All 
members  please  attend  on  Dec.  13,  as  you  will  then  hear 
what  private  prizes  may  be  in  hand  towards  the  Christ- 
mas prizes.  Members  please  show  up  in  strong  force. 
— B.  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln’s-inn-fields.  — Since  my  last  report 
Messrs.  Stewart  and  Drew  have  weighed-in,  the  laiter 
winning  Mr.  Hampton’s  prize.  I hope  members  will 
show  up  on  Tuesday  next,  as  it  will  be  quarterly-night, 
and  there  is  important  business  to  ’oe  transacted,  and  all 
those  who  are  not  clear  on  the  books  will  endeavour  to 
do  so  and  oblige— G.  Marriott.  ' 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship- square,  E.C. — Our  Christmas  outing  will 
be  continued  on  Dec.  10,  from  Harlow  to  Burnt  Mill  ; 
train  from  Liverpool-street,  8.2  a.m.  On  Wednesday 
evening  we  had  a good  meeting,  one  new  member  was 
elected,  and  we  have  room  for  a few  more  eligible 
members. — F.  G.  Hutchins. 

Amicable  Bxcelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea. — Our  match  at  Wind- 
sor on  Dec.  3,  “ Married  v.  Single,”  was  won  by  the 
single  men  by  a very  few.  It  is  arranged  that  we  fish 
the  tidal  portion  of  the  Thames  for  our  Christmas  prizes 
on  Dec.  17,  from  Richmond  foot-bridge  to  Teddington 
weir ; tow-path  only ; islands  barred  ; all  fish  to  weigh. 

I hope  to  see  a good  muster  on  the  bank,  as  we  have  a 
handsome  lot  of  prizes  to  be  fished  for. — J.  Rich. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 
Sun,  Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — On  Dec.  3 
only  a few  of  our  members  were  out,  only  one  member 
showing  up — Mr.  Tomkins,  having  a nice  show  of  roach 
and  saving  us  from  a blank. — E.  R.  Embleton. 

Anchor  and  Hope,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent-road. — 
There  was  a very  large  attendance  of  members  on 
Wednesday  last.  It  is  very  pleasing  to  find  the  members 
muster  in  such  large  numbers.  The  four  members 
nominated  at  last  meeting  were  duly  elected.  Several 
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important  itfms  in  ooiineotion  with  Christmas  outing 
were  arranpoil,  and  many  more  good  prizes  promised, 
i On  Wednesday  next  wo  fix  tlio  scene  of  operations.  On 
the  10th  inst.  wo  go  to  Siiepperton  for  monthly  onting-, 
and  among  the  prizes  will  be  the  two  guineas  given  by 
our  President,  Mr.  D.  King.  A largo  muster  is  antici- 
> pated. — D.  Davis. 

f Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society,  Princess  of 

(Wales,  South-street,  Walworth. — Several  members  of 
the  above  society  wore  out  on  Dec.  3,  but  only  one 
weighed-in,  namely,  Mr.  Evans,  a grayling,  from  the 
Lea,  weighing  just  one  pound.  I wish  to  remind 
members  we  fish  for  Christmas  prizes  at  Sunbury  on 
Dec.  17,  also  that  Dec.  20  will  be  quarterly  night. — 
F.  Harman. 

Battersea  and  Barlsiield  United  Anglers’ 
Visiting  List,  The  Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  S.W. 
— A most  successful  visit  on  the  above  list  took  place  at 
the  Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society's  address  as 
above,  when  upwards  of  one  hundred  representatives  of 
the  Battersea  and  District  Angling  Societies  assembled 
for  a smoking  concert ; the  harmony  being  excellent. 
Mr.  A.  Bowater  occupied  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  E. 
, Barber.  Mr.  W.  Montague  officiated  at  the  piano, 
and  opened  the  harmony  with  a capital  over- 
ture. Mr.  E.  Barber,  song,  “Pity  to  Waste  It”; 
Mr.  D.  Cooper,  “Comrades”;  Mr.  Burkett,  song; 
Mr.  Frampton,  “Bugler”;  Mr.  George,  song 

' (encored) ; Mr.  Turff,  song : Mr.  Nazer,  mandolin  solo  ; 
Mr.  Gomm,  song;  Mr.  Wellman,  “The  Old  Lock”; 
Mr.  W.  May,  “The  Mermaid”  ; Mr.  Keepin,  “ Rowdy 
Dowdy  Boys  ” ; Mr.  Vine,  a capital  ventriloquial  enter- 
tainment (highly  amusing).  Mr.  Harry  Clements  sang 
some  excellent  comic  songs,  his  rendering  of  the  “ Fish- 
ing Match”  being  loudly  encored,  and  it  was  with 
great  reluctance  we  closed  at  a late  hour  with  a most 
successful  visit.  The  next  will  be  at  the  Battersea 
I United  Piscatorials,  The  Lord  Ranelagh,  Verona-street, 

■ Battersea  ; the  date  will  be  arranged  by  the  delegates 
next  week. — A.  Trowbridge. 

1 Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
' Hotel,  Queen’s-road,  Battersea. — The  members  of  this 
* club  will  fish  a match  on  Dec.  10  at  Woking  Broad 

} Meads  for  three  prizes  ; all  fish  to  weigh.  Train,  8.41 

, from  Clapham  Junction  ; to  cease  fishing  at  four  o’clock, 

j The  Christmas  prizes  will  be  fished  foron  the  17th.  Place 

to  be  fixed  on  Tuesday  night,  when  all  members  are 
1 requested  to  attend. — Geo.  Mumford. 

, Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
H pack,  Bermondsey-street. — Only  one  member  weighed- 
J in  last  week,  our  worthy  host  G.  H.  Shepherd,  although 
J several  were  out,  his  total  gross  weight  being  13^1b. 
J jack  and  chub  from  the  Thames.  The  ; c mpetition  for 

S the  December  series  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  the 

( 10th,  place  and  conditions  to  be  decided  at  the  meeting 

? on  the  7th,  and  annual  competition  for  Christmas  prizes 
on  the  17th.— A.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street.— Several  of  our  members  were  out  on 
Dec.  3,  but  only  one  weighed-in — Mr.  Wheelhouse, 
chub.  Will  members  take  notice  that  we  fish  our 
Christmas  outing  at  Richmond  on  Dec.  17.  Conditions  : 
all  to  fish  from  Richmond  Bridge  to  Teddington  Look  ; 
towpath  only.  Referee  and  starter,  Mr.  Sommerville. 
Our  visit  on  Tuesday  was  a grand  success,  sixteen 
clubs  being  represented.  On  behalf  of  the  Blackfriars 
I have  to  thank  those  clubs  for  being  represented,  and 
also  the  gentlemen  who  contributed  towards  the  har- 
mony.— J.  Foster. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society.— Dec.  3 
was  a blank  with  our  members,  but  I hope  they  will 
have  better  luck  on  Dec.  10  in  the  Christmas  match  at 
Windsor.  Will  all  the  members  please  forward  their 
entrance  money  as  soon  as  possible ; also  for  Mr.  Paine’s 
jack  bag  P I am  pleased  to  say  that  Mr.  Selman  will 
I present  us  with  a frame  for  our  show  card. — T.  Brown. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society. — On  Monday  next, 

I Dee.  11,  our  return  visit  will  take  place,  when  we  hope 
I to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  all  angling  friends.  On 
Dec.  10  we  have  an  outing  to  Shiplake,  for  Christmas 
prizes.  9.0  a.m.  train  from  Paddington,  returning  by 
. the  5.35  p.m.  from  Shiplake.  A saloon  carriage  will  be 
reserved  for  us,  and  I hope  all  members  will  do  their 
best  to  go.  During  the  past  week  Mr.  Brown  three 
handsome  jack,  gross  weight,  131b. — J.  H. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley. — The  members  of  the  above  society 
I fished  for  Christmas  prizes  ou  Deo.  3,  but  met  with  very 
poor  success.  The  following  took  prizes : — Mr.  C. 
Parmenter,  1st,  with  roach  and  perch  ; Mr.  E.  Lee,  2nd, 
with  roach  ; Mr.  J.  Watkins,  3rd,  with  roach;  Mr.  W. 
Short  weighing-in  dace,  but  not  the  stipulated  weight 
to  take  a prize;  Mr.  B.  Bissell,  roach  from  other 
waters.  The  remaining  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  the 
10th  inst. — J.  Watkins. 

Burton  Piscatorials,  Globe,  Derby-street,  King’s 
Cross — Our  roving  competition  for  three  special  prizes, 
on  Dec.  3,  resulted  in  everything  barring  success.  The 
water  low,  stale,  and  bright,  and  Jack  Frost,  with  his 
myriads  of  misfortunes,  reigning  supreme.  The  first 
prize,  a pair  of  oil  paintings,  presented  by  Mr.  Rosen- 
thal, was  won  by  C.  Roberts;  and  the  second  prize,  a 
handsome  leather  tackle  case  (received),  presented  by 
Mr.  Clarbour,  was  taken  by  F.  Harmer ; the  former 
with  roach  and  dace,  and  the  latter  with  dace.  The 
third  prize,  not  being  taken,  will  be  fished  for  over 
again. — C.  Roberts. 

j Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs. 

— The  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  was  held  at  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Strand,  on  Monday 
; evening  last.  In  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  presi- 


dent, Mr.  T.  Goodwin  (Izaak  Walton)  was  voted  to  the 
chair.  The  minutes  of  previous  meeting  were  duly  con- 
firmed. A now  society,  called  the  Golden  Carp  Angling 
Society,  meeting  at  Host  Kelly’s  Three  Tuns,  Waltham, 
applied  for  enroloient ; their  rules  being  found  satis- 
factory, and  sizes  of  fish  in  accordance  with  the  standard 
sizes  of  the  association,  it  was  unanimously  decided  to 
enrol  them.  It  was  agreed,  on  ths  motion  of  Mr.  W. 
Elsmorc,  to  send  the  annual  donation  to  the  “ River 
Keepers’,  Dinner  Fund,”  promoted  by  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society.  Mr.  T.  Crumplen 
reported  result  of  the  collection  in  aid  of  river 
preservation  — amount  received  from  all  sources, 
including  balance  from  last  year,  ^649  Gs.  3d., 
and  at  a meeting  of  the  joint  committee,  the 
following  grants  were  made  : ^£12  12s.  to  the  T.A.P.S., 
and  .£12  12s.  to  the  Lea.  .£5.  5s.  each  to  the  Windsor 
and  Eton,  Maidenhead,  Henley,  and  Reading  Preserva- 
tion Societies.  Since  last  report  the  following  amounts 
are  to  hand  : De  Beauvoir,  ,£1  Is.  ; Anglers’  Pride,  ^£1  Is. ; 
Mr.  C.  H.  O’Dowd,  .£1  Is. ; Silver  Trouts,  2s.  6d. 
(second  donation).  The  committee  reported  the  urgent 
necessity  of  some  immediate  action  being  taken  to 
obtain  more  stringent  regulations  concerning  the  spieed 
of  steam  launches  on  the  River  Thames.  Several 
delegates  suggested  the  desirability  of  another  Act  of 
Parliament  dealing  with  the  question,  but  Mr.  P. 
Edward  Dove,  the  honorary  counsel,  advised,  as  a 
preliminary  step,  to  interview  the  Thames  Conservators, 
and  urge  them  to  take  the  subject  in  hand.  The 
secretary  was  instructed  to  obtain  information  and 
report.  The  delegates  unanimously  agreed  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  general  committee  that  proposed 
Bill  dealing  with  the  fishing  in  public  rivers  be 
printed  and  circulated  among  all  the  clubs,  and  inviting 
suggestions  in  reference  thereto.  Letters  were  read 
from  the  L.  & S.  W.  Railway  and  G.  E.  Railway,  in 
reference  to  angling  facilities,  also  one  from  Mr.  T.  R. 
Sachs,  president  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  thanking  them 
for  their  good  wishes  and  congratulations  sent  to  him 
on  his  eightieth  birthday.  Mr.  C.  Watling,  Visiting 
Officer,  reported  a most  successful  visit  to  the  Crown 
and  Buckland  United,  twenty-five  clubs  being  repre- 
sented, the  next  one  is  to  the  Funny  Folks  Angling 
Society.  Reports  of  the  bailiffs  on  the  Fisheries  for 
the  past  month  were  handed  in  and  found  satisfactory, 
the  exceptional  results  from  the  Central  waters  at 
Amberley  of  so  many  good  specimen  roach  being  taken 
during  the  last  and  preceding  months  was  alluded  to  by 
several,  and  further  suggestions  were  made  in  reference 
to  increased  protection  being  afforded  to  this  Fishery, 
and  referred  to  the  committee.  A very  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  the  chairman  for  the  marked  ability 
displayed  in  conducting  the  business  of  the  evening. 

City  of  Loudon  and  Rising  Sun  Angling 
Society. — We  fished  for  four  prizes  at  Windsor  on  the 
3rd.  Sport  was  bad,  two  only  being  taken,  Mr.  W. 
Cooper  first,  with  roach  and  a dace,  and  a jack  ; Mr. 
Sharpless  second,  with  roach.  The  concert  for  the 
benefit  of  the  widow  of  our  late  member,  Mr.  Comley, 
took  place  on  Monday  evening,  money  for  tickets  to  be 
sent  to  clubhouse. — Cas. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S W. — 
The  first  concert  of  the  season  in  connection  with  the 
Battersea  and  Earlsfield  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List, 
took  place  at  this  society  on  Monday  evening  last, 
when  our  club-room  was  crowded,  Mr.  A.  Bowater  chair- 
man, and  Mr.  E Barber,  vice.  The  programme  was 
ably  supported  by  Messrs.  W.  Burkett,  Frampton, 
Gomm,  Keeping,  and  Nasby  (Earlsfield  Angling  Society)  ; 
Messrs.  Cooper,  Turff  and  Rich  (Amicable  Excel- 
sior) ; Messrs.  Clements  and  Vine  (Battersea  United), 
the  latter  gentleman  giving  a ventriloquial  entertain- 
ment. Messrs.  Barber,  Cooper,  and  May  (Clapham 
Junction  Angling  Society)  ; Messrs.  R.  Wellman  and 
C.  George  (Battersea  Friendly) ; Messrs.  Naseby  and 
W.  Montague  presiding  at  the  piano.  I am  pleased  to 
say  we  all  spent  a most  enjoyable  evening.  On  Dec.  3, 
Mr.  H.  Moore  saved  us  from  a blank,  with  31b.  12Joz. 
On  Dec.  10  we  fish  a competition  at  Woking  Broad 
Meads  for  our  Christmas  prizes  (seventeen  in  all),  usual 
conditions  (jack  barred).  Any  member  losing  the  first 
train  and  coming  by  the  second,  will  be  eligible  to  fish 
on  reporting  himself  to  one  of  the  committee. — G.  T. 
Jameson. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United. — A successful 
visit  on  the  above  list  was  paid  to  the  Funny  Folks 
Angling  Society  on  Monday  evening,  Mr.  Ball  in  the 
chair.  The  following  twenty-one  societies  sent  repre- 
sentatives: Great  Northern,  Lincoln,  St.  John’s.  Con- 
vivial, Crown  and  Buckland,  City  of  London  and  Rising 
Sun,  Eustonians,  Amicable  Waltonians,  Funny  Folks, 
Islington  Brothers,  Bloomsbury  Brothers,  Alma,  Royal 
George,  St.  Luke’s,  Independent  Brothers,  Patriotic, 
Izaak  Walton,  Bermondsey  Brothers,  Hoxton  Brothers, 
Cliftonville,  and  Eagle  (Tottenham).  The  next  visit  will 
be  to  the  Eustonian  Angling  Society,  at  their  new  club- 
house, the  Silver  Cup,  Cromer-street,  Gray’s-inn-road ; 
date  later  on. — F.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling'  Society,  The  Cricketer,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington. — On  Nov.  26  some  of  our 
members  were  out,  when  Messrs.  Pound,  Anthony,  and 
Lefevre,  had  a nice  show  of  roach.  On  Dec.  3 members 
were  out  again,  but  met  with  poor  success.  On  Dec.  24 
we  fish  for  our  Christmas  prizes,  open.  Will  members 
kindly  show  up  to  make  themselves  eligible. — E.  J.  M. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
road,  W. — We  fished  the  match  at  Richmond  on  Dec.  3 
last  for  eleven  prizes,  only  nine  being  taken,  in  rotation 
asfollows  : Messrs.  E.  Baxter,  R.  Andrews,  A.Twyman, 
G.  Percival,  A.  Smith,  H.  Reader,  F.  Nunney,  W.  Par- 


bury,  T.  Twyman.  The  remaining  prizes  to  be  fished 
for  on  Dec.  10  (same  conditions). — A.  Smith. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-stroet,  Dalston. — On  Dec.  3 several  of  my 
members  again  compsted  for  the  Christmas  prizes,  but 
the  only  gentlemen  who  were  successful  were  Messrs. 
Poeock  and  Spong,  who  had  two  nice  barbel  from  the 
Lea.  The  six  remaining  prizes  will  be  competed  for  on 
Dec.  10,  same  conditions  as  on  Nov.  19.  As  Dac.  19  is 
fixed  for  the  distribution  of  prizes,  the  committee  request 
that  all  outstanding  prizes  will  be  forwarded  by  Tues- 
day, Deo.  12. — S.  Malbt. 

Bagle  Angling  Society,  Chesnut-ioad,  Tottenham. 
Messrs.  Collier,  Day,  Burnett,  Rochford,  have  been  out 
during  the  past  week  with  varied  success.  Four  prizes 
will  be  competed  for  on  Dec.  10,  at  Whittlesford ; all 
competitors  to  start  by  first  train  same  day.  'Tae  fol- 
lowing are  the  prizes:  Mr.  Collier,  a roach  pole;  and 
Messrs.  Dyer,  Ashmore,  and  Burnett,  10s.  01.  each.  A 
general  meeting  will  be  held  at  headquarters  on  Tuesday, 
Dec.  19,  at  8.0  p.m.  sharp.  I shall  be  glad  if  all  members 
will  endeavour  to  attend. — Jno.  Dyer. 

Bclipse  Angling  Society,  Ledbury  Arms,  Ledbury- 
i-oad.  Netting  Hill. — A roving  match  will  take  place  at 
Taplow  on  Dec.  10,  all  members  to  meet  at  Westbourne 
Park  ; first  train. — F.  Reynolds. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross-road,  Tottenham. — A fair  muster  of  members 
competed  for  Mr.  Corrall’s  prize  on  Dec.  3,  but  nearly 
all  that  portion  of  the  Lea  bsing  frozen,  there  was  but 
little  room  for  them  to  angle.  Mr.  Corrall’s  prize  will 
again  be  offered  during  this  season.  I hope  a good 
number  will  book  for  Burnt  Mill  on  Dec.  10.  Oa  D jc.  17 
members  will  compete  for  an  open  prize  (mahogany 
fishing  box),  presented  by  Mr.  J.  Claydon.  Do  not 
forget  the  monthly  meeting  next  Wednesday. — W.  H. 
Tuck. 

Epsom  Angling  Society. — Our  monthly  meeting, 
held  at  the  Wellington,  on  the  4th  inst.,  so  far  proved  to 
be  the  most  numerously  attended,  over  forty  persons 
being  present.  The  president  (F.  W.  Coles,  Es<i.)  took 
the  chair  for  the  first  time  in  his  official  capacity,  and 
met  with  a hearty  and  warm  reception.  He  announced 
that  the  Vice-President  (0.  M.  Woodford)  would  read  a 
paper  written  by  himself,  and  entitled  “The  Trader’s 
Yarn  ; or,  a tale  of  the  South  Seas,”  a story  founded  upon 
fact,  containing  the  adventures,  disasters,  and  priva- 
tions attending  the  crew  and  native  passengers  of  a 
trading  vessel  with  the  South  Sea  Islands,  which  was  of 
an  unusually  exciting  and  thrilling  nature.  At  the 
close  thereof  the  reader  was  much  applauded,  testifying 
the  due  appreciation  and  close  attention  paid  by  the 
company  assembled  to  the  narrative.  During  the 
evening  Messrs.  J.  and  E.  E.  Jeffery  gave  “Rocked  in 
the  Cradle  of  the  Deep,”  “ True  to  Death,”  and  “ The 
Blue  Haired  Boy,”  songs  which  were  well  received. 
Cordial  votes  of  thanks  were  duly  accorded  both  the 
chairman  and  reader.  The  health  of  “ The  Visitors,” 
amongst  whom  were  Messrs.  J.  P.  Connellan,  A.  R. 
Matthews,  and  J.  R.  Richardson,  was  proposed  and  duly 
honoured.  A case  containing  a fine  specimen  chub  of 
31b.  3oz.,  taken  by  our  member.  Mr.  Geo.  Mills,  was 
added  to  the  room. — Edw.  Wm.  Hailes. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials.— Our  match  was  fished 
off  at  Langford  on  Dec.  3,  The  prizes  were  taken  by 
Mr.  Lane,  first ; Mr.  Pearce,  second  ; and  Mr.  W.  J. 
Talbot,  third.  Mr.  Bailey  also  had  fish.  We  fish  a 
match  at  Langford  on  Saturday  next,  for  three  prizes— 
,£1  Is.,  lOs.  Gd.,  7s.  Gl. — similar  conditions.  On  Dec.  30 
and  31  we  fish  a roving  match,  for  jack  and  perch  ; 
members  to  go  where  they  please,  but  they  must  inform 
the  secretary  which  day  they  intend  to  fish,  on  the  Wed- 
nesday previous.  Three  prizes — £1  Is.,  10s.  61.,  and 
7s.  Gd.  Full  particulars  at  the  clubhouse.  On  Wed- 
nesday Mr.  Lane  was  elected  chairman  for  the  remainder 
of  the  season,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Talbot,  who 
died  recently.  Mr.  Carter  was  re-elected  delegate  for 
the  ensuing  quarter,  and  Messrs.  Lane  and  Swallow  to 
audit  the  accounts  for  the  last  quarter.  The  audit  will 
take  place  on  Tuesday  next,  at  the  Ismilia-road,  Forest 
Gate.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  next  week,  to 
make  arrangements  for  our  concert. — W.  J.  Talbot. 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
Goswell-road. — Our  return  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  and 
district  was  a success.  Twenty-two  clubs  were  repre- 
sented, and  a very  pleasant  evening  was  spent.  The 
next  return  visit  on  the  Central  will  take  place  at  the 
above  on  Monday,  Jan.  15. — J.  W.  Biggs. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— We  had  three  meet- 
ings last  Tuesday  night,  viz  , the  Entertainment  Com- 
mittee, the  General  Committee,  and  the  ordinary 
meeting  of  members,  the  whole  of  which  were  presided 
over  by  Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley,  and  a considerable  amount 
of  business  was  disposed  of.  The  programme  for  the 
first  six  months  of  1894  was  completed.  It  includes  the 
reading  of  eleven  papers  on  piscatorial  topics,  five  fish- 
ing competitions,  &o.  A smoking  concert  will  ta’ie  place 
next  'Tuesday  at  eight,  under  the  management  of  Mr. 
B.  A.  Parker,  when  the  friends  of  members  will  be  wel- 
comed. The  prizes  in  the  recent  pike  competition  were 
presented  to  the  winners,  Mr.  W.  Vail  taking  the  first 
prize  of  two  valuable  books,  presented  by  Mr.  E.  H. 
Bramley,  and  Mr.  H.  Canton  the  second  prize  of  a 
guinea  for  the  purchase  of  fishing  tackle,  presented  by 
Mr.  G.  Chambers.  Mr.  Young  stated  that  his  wife  and 
he  had  taken  six  cod  at  Deal,  varying  from  151b.  down 
to  51b.,  and  a number  of  whiting.  Mr.  Canton  brought 
in  twelve  roach  taken  from  the  society’s  water  at 
Mitcham.  A new  member  was.elected,  and  another  pro- 
posed.— James  Tayler. 
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GlolDe  Angling'  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road. — We  had  a nice  show  of  roach  on  Dec.  3,  taken 
hy  Mr.  Stehbings,  81b.  5oz.,  among  them  one  11b.  5oz., 
one  11b.  2Joz..  one  lib.  loz.  ; the  largest  has  gone  to  be 
put  up  in  a case  by  Mr.  Gibson. — A.  Payne. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society.  York  Minster, 
Foley-street. — Mr.  Chapman  saved  us  from  a blank  on 
Dec.  3 by  bringing  up  some  fine  roach — sis  fish,  31b.  9oz, 
On  Tuesday  the  auditors  gave  in  their  report,  and  it 
was  adopted.  The  preservation  boxes  were  opened,  and 
it  was  decided  to  send  10s.  each  to  the  following  For 
the  Restocking  and  Preservation  Fund  (per  Mr. 
Ghurnoy),  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society 
(per  Mr.  Brougham),  the  Maidenhead.  Cookham.  and 
Bray  Association  (per  Mr.  C.  Ricks,  Skindles  Hotel, 
Maidenhead),  and  the  Reading  and  District  Association 
(per  Mr.  F.  Brown,  Reading),  and  we  hope  shortly  to 
increase  it  in  each  case. — John  Goatlet. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society.  -There  was 
good  muster  of  the  members  at  Cheshunt  on  Dec.  3 to 
compete  for  our  Christmas  prizes,  but  not  a fish  was 
taken.  On  the  .5th  there  was  a fair  attendance  of 
members,  when  it  was  decided  that,  owing  to  the  long 
list  of  prize,s  to  be  got  cff,  the  members  shall  go  where 
they  like  on  the  10th  inst.  All  start  on  the  morning. — 
R.  Murphy. 

Hearts  of  Oak. — Our  members  were  out  again  on 
Dec.  3.  but  met  with  poor  success,  one  prize  only  being 
won,  by  Mr.  .Jones — perch.  We  go  out  again  on  Dec.  10, 
to  Cheshunt.  All  members  to  go  by  the  9.10  a.m. 
train,  to  start  fishing  soon  as  you  get  there,  to  leave  oS 
fishing  at  4 o’clock.  We  are  going  to  send  10s.  6d.  to 
Mrs.  Gifl'en  and  her  daughter  to  help  them  in  their 
misfortune. — C.  T.  Russell. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe,  Upper 
Collington-road,  T-ledon-road,  Holloway,  N. — During 
the  last  week  or  two  Mr.  G.  Cornish  has  weighed-in  201b. 
of  jack  ; Mr.  Westrup  101b.  cf  jack,  roach,  and  dace  ; 
Mr.  Scholefieid  two  nice  ,iack  ; Mr.  Burton  and  myself 
each  about  51b.  of  roach  and  dace.  The  total  weieht  of 
fish  weighed-in  by  the  members  from  June  16  to  Deo.  G 
is  4‘271b. — G.  H.  Rutherford. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.  — The 
members  will  fish  for  the  remaining  Christmas  ijrizes 
on  Dec.  10,  in  the  Lea,  from  St.  Margaret’s  Lock  to 
Ratty’s  Lock,  to  start  from  London  on  the  morning  by 
train  leaving  Liverpool-street  Station  at  9 8.  — R. 
Ghurnet. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Red 

Lion,  Portland-street,  W. — On  Dec.  3,  Messrs.  Pope 
and  Fitzgerald  weighed-in  roach,  dace,  and  perch. 
We  commence  fishing  off  our  Christmas  prizes  on 
Deo.  10  and  17.  The  first  match  to  he  pegged  down  on 
Tagg’s  Island.  All  to  c.atch  first  train  to  Hampton 
Court,  8.25  a.m.  from  Waterloo. — Snap. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddelton 
Arms,  Oanonbury-road.  — On  Dec.  3 some  of  our 
members  went  to  Langton,  but  bad  no  sport  in  conse- 
quence of  the  water  being  so  bright.  On  Tuesday  last 
a few  members  met,  but  no  business  was  transacted, 
as  there  were  so  few  present.  It  is  greatly  to  be 
hoped  members  will  attend  in  larger  nirmbers. — J.  H. 
Herbert. 

Izaak  'Walton  Angling  Society.— As  previously 
announced,  the  members  will  compete  for  five  special 
prizes  on  Dec.  10,  and  four  ditto  on  Wednesday  next, 
l>ec.  13.  Full  particulars  can  be  bad  at  the  clubhouse. 
Messr.s.  G,  Nunn  and  H.  Butt  had  roach  on  Wednesday 
last,  the  Gth  inst. — PI.  B. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  Queen 
of  England.  Goldhawk-road,  W. — The  most  successful 
member  since  last  report  is  Mr.  C.  J.  Carter,  who  has 
weighed-in  as  follows:  71b.,  41b.  12Joz.,  111b.  12oz.,  and 
on  the  29th  ult.  191b.  of  fine  roach  and  dace,  piloted  by 
his  old  fisherman,  C.  Brown,  of  Twickenham;  Mr.  G. 
Baldwin,  Gib.  of  roach  and  dace,  from  Richmond.  Other 
members  have  been  out,  and  met  with  varied  success. — 
S,  Burton. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street. Pentonville. — On  Dec.  10  the  members 
of  the  aliovo  society  fish  a match  at  Windsor  for  eleven 
prizes,  all  to  start  by  nine  o’clock  train  on  the  morning. 
On  Monday  next  a smoking  concert  will  take  place  at 
the  above  house  on  behalf  of  G-eoree  Johnson,  late 
member  of  this  society.  We  shall  bo  pleased  to  see 
any  anglers  who  can  make  it  convenient  to  attend. — 
W^.  Watling;. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5, 
Queeu’s-sqnare. — We  are  arranging  for  a real  social  and 
musical  evening,  and  hope  to  have  lectures  and  read- 
ings. illustrated  with  iime-l'ght  effects,  h.v  member.s  and 
friends.  The  executive  hope  xhat  this  time  all  previous 
records  in  connection  with  such  occasions  will  be  com- 
pletely beaten — a by  no  means  easy  thing  to  do. — R. 
WOOLFALL. 

Mitre  Brothers,  Mitre  Tavern,  Kingsgate-street, 
Holborn. — On  the  3rd  inst.  several  of  onr  members  were 
ont,  hnt  only  a few  returned  with  fish.  Mr.  Timmins 
weighed-in  jack,  as  usual,  from  the  Ouse.  I beg  to 
remind  members  that  we  fish  a roving  match  for  several 
prizes,  on  the  17fh,  at  Ware  ; all  to  start  on  the  morn- 
ing ; jack  barred.  I hope  all  members  will  compete. — 
A.  Toplis. 

IJorth-East  Brothers,  113,  Green-street.— The 
following  are  additional  subscribers  to  cur  Christmas 
prize  fund,  as  reported  last  week  : C.  Horton,  butcher, 
of  Green-street,  .5s.  ; R.  Mounslow,  5s.  : making  a total 
to  our  fund  in  money  of  il2  13s.  Gd.  ; G.  Millwood,  box 
of  cigarettes : C.  Drawbridge,  box  of  silver-plaited 
spoons  ; D.  Lefevere,  fruiterer,  of  Green-street,  100 


oranges.  We  fish  for  the  prrizes  on  Dec.  10  at  Bures,  and 
there  are  eleven  prizes  to  fish  for.  I hope  all  our 
members  will  take  part  in  the  same.  On  Dec.  3 the 
following  weighed-in;  W.  Moyo, roach,  21b.  5Joz.  ; dace, 
11b.  5fOz.  ; G.  Daycock,  roach,  11b.  8Joz.  • dace,  21b. ; 

C.  Lamb,  jun.,  roach,  21h.  2foz.  : dace,  l|oz.;  C.  Lamb, 
sen.,  roach,  9oz.,  and  J.  Elton,  Star  and  Garter,  Green- 
street,  roach,  lib.  Sjoz  — A.  Lewis. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway- road,  N. — On  Monday  last  our  smoking 
concert  and  reading  took  place  in  aid  of  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society,  and  I am  happy  to  say  that  it  was  a 
grand  success,  after  which  the  chairman,  Mr.  G.  H. 
Howard  made  a few  remarks  and  asked  if  any  cf  the 
company  wished  to  ask  Mr.  Hoyle  any  questions.  None 
being  asked,  Mr.  Ford,  of  the  Copenhagen  Angling 
Society,  propiosed  a vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Hoyle,  which 
was  seconded  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  the  Bostonians, 
and  carried.  Musical  honours  were  awarded  the 
lecturer.  Mr.  Hoyle  having  replied,  the  chairman  made 
an  urgent  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  A.B.S.,  which 
was  well  responded  to  after  Mr.  Stretch  had  followed  in 
the  same  strain.  Harmony  being  now  the  order  of  the 
evening,  Mr.  Stretch,  sec.,  opened  the  ball,  being 
followed  by  Mr.  Stretch,  jun.,  Mr.  Dale,  Mr.  'W’right, 
Mr.  Ellis,  Mr.  Lawence,  Mr.  Ford,  and  others.  On  behalf 
of  the  North  London,  I have  to  thank  those  anglers 
and  friends  who  supported  me  on  this  occasion,  and  hope 
return  the  compliment  when  their  turn  comes.  The  next 
reading  by  Mr.  Hoyle  will  be  at  the  Globe  Angling 
Society  on  Monday,  Jan.  8,  1894,  when  I hope  they  will 
be  supported  in  their  endeavours  to  swell  the  funds  of 
the  A.  B.  S. — H.  Stretch. 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society,  King  of 
Prussia,  Bevenden-street. — On  Deo.  3 the  following 
members  weighed-in  fish  : Messrs.  J.  Bygrave,  F.  Wood, 
and  S.  Wood,  all  with  roach.  On  Dec.  10  we  fish  for 
our  Christmas  prizes,  when  I hope  our  members  will  not 
fail  to  secure  the  whole  of  them. — J.  Cuthbeet. 

Paper  Readings  Society. — The  second  reading  at 
headquarters  was  held  on  Friday  night  at  The  Citizen, 
70,  Houndsditch,  when  Mr.  G.  Hoyle’s  interesting 
paper  on  “Two  Rivers  of  the  West,’’  illustrated  by 
marly  sixty  dissolving  views,  formed  the  subject  of  the 
evening’s  entertainment.  Mr.  H.  J.  Tibbatts  presided, 
and,  considering  the  amount  of  time  and  trouWe  Mr. 
Hoyle  had  devoted  to  getting  up  fhe  lecture,  I am  sorry 
the  audience  was  not  a larger  one.  However,  it  was 
the  absentees’  loss,  and  I can  only  hope  that  the  lecturer 
will  he  better  supported  in  the  future.  In  regard  to  the 
paper,  Mr.  Hoyle  took  his  audience  on  an  imaginary 
week’s  holiday  in  the  famous  fronting  counties  of 
Devonshire  and  West  Somerset.  The  Barle  and  the  Exe 
were  the  two  rivers  of  the  west,  and,  as  shown  on  the 
canvas,  they  ran  through  charming  scenery,  and  seemed 
just  the  streams  to  spend  aiileasant  holiday  on,  with  the 
jirospect  of  obtaining  some  good  baskets  of  trout. 
Amongst  the  views  shown  on  the  canvas  was  one  relating 
to  the  chairman,  and  its  appearance  was  the  signal  for 
an  outburst  of  applau.se,  whilst  that  entitled  “ Success  to 
our  Society  ’’  was  equally  well  received.  Altogether 
the  paper  was  much  appreciated,  and  at  its  conclusion 
Mr.  Connellau  proposed  and  Mr.  McDermott  seconded 
a very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Hoyle  for  his 
reading,  and  a similar  compliment  was  also  paid  to  Mr. 
Heath,  who  had  made  the  slides  and  kindly  manipulated 
the  lantern.  With  a vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  a 
very  interesting  and  entertaining  evening  was  then 
brought  to  a close. — A.  R.  Matthews. 

Plicenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — On  the  3rd  inst.  Mr.  Bouffier  weighed-in 
roach  and  dace,  saving  us  a blank.  Four  prizes  will  be 
angled  for  on  Dec.  10,  consisting  of  two  turkeys,  leg  of 
mutton,  bushel  of  potatoes  and  bunches  of  turnips,  and 
pair  of  fowls,  given  by  Messrs.  Davis,  Barrett,  Goode, 
Kiellier,  and  Elbonrn.  Member,s  can  go  where  they 
like ; two  rods  allowed.  The  club  prize  was  won  in 
November  by  A.  Chapman,  who  also  stands  first  for 
specimen  jack  with  one  weighing  81b.  Goz. — H.  W. 
Morgan. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper  - street,  New  Kent-riad. — At  our  last  meeting 
Mr.  C.  Osborne  and  Mr.  E.  King  were  elected  members. 
Mr.  H.  Mitchell  saved  the  club  from  a blank  by  weigh- 
ing-in chub  from  the  Thames  (largest  fish  3|lb.). — E. 
Pyne. 

Prince  of  "Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — The  following 
weighed  fish  in  on  Dec.  3 : Porter,  Clist,  and  Whitford, 
roach  ; and  Mr.  Hobby,  one  perch.  Our  prize  list  for 
onr  Christmas  outing  was  further  augmented  on 
Blonday,  there  being  twenty-four  prizes  promised  at 
present.  It  was  decided  to  fish  for  them  on  Dec.  17, 
from  Windsor  Bridge  to  Monkey  Island,  two  rods,  and 
all  fish  to  weigh.  I wish  to  remind  secretaries  who 
received  programmes  for  ihe  French  lestimouial  to  for- 
ward the  returns  as  soon  as  possible,  as  those  already 
returned  are  far  from  encouraging.  As  already  inti- 
mated, the  concert,  when  the  testimonial  will  be  pre- 
sented, will  be  on  Dec.  18,  when  all  anglers  and  friends 
will  be  assured  a hearty  welcome. — W.  Bowyee.  7 

Queen’s  Piscatorials,  Queen’s  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  N.W. — Mr.  Norris  weighed-in  a nice  show  of 
roach,  one  of  which  topped  the  beam  lib.  loz. — W.  H. 
Roberts. 

Kodney  Piscatorials,  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales, 
Kinglake-street,  Old  Kent-road. — The  members  of  the 
above  fished  their  monthly  at  Langford  on  Nov.  26, 
when,  1 am  pleased  to  say,  three  of  the  prizes  were 
taken  as  follows  : Messrs.  G.  Sharman,  roach  and  dace, 
first;  F.  Lamberton,  roach,  second;  F.  T.  Lamberton, 


roach,  third.  I hope  all  members  will  show  up  on 
Wednesday  next,  when  I have  some  important  business 
to  bring  forward. — F.  T.  Lamberton. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms 
Hotel,  Bateman-street,  Soho,  W.  — On  the  3rd  inst. 
several  of  our  members  were  out,  hut  all  returned  with 
a blank  ; consequently  we  had  to  record  the  first  blank 
of  the  season.  On  the  Gth  inst.  we  got  through  a fair 
amount  of  busines.s.  Members  please  note  that  we  fish 
a comoetition  at  Windsor  on  the  17th  inst.,  which  we 
hope  to  see  all  attend. — J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Cohorn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow,  E —A  few  of  onr  members  were  out 
on  Dec.  3,  but  the  only  one  who  had  any  sport  was  A. 
Barclay,  who  weighed-in  141h.  4oz.  of  roach.  The  next 
return  visit  on  No.  1 Eastern  List  will  take  place  at  the 
above  address  on  Monday,  Dec.  11,  when  all  who  can 
make  it  convenient  to  attend  will  he  made  heartily 
welcome.  Commence  8.30. — A.  Barclay. 

St.  Luke’s  Brothers  Angling  Club.— Several  of 
our  members  were  out  on  Dec.  3,  resulting  iu  one 
member  (Mr.  Bullemore)  having  a show  of  fish,  amongst 
which  was  a dace  weighing  9joz.,  and  several  roach. — 
(j.  Young. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  Lambeth.— On  Tuesday  night  very  little 
business  was  done,  as  the  members  wished  to  leave  early, 
to  enable  them  to  pay  a visit  to  the  Blackfriars  Angling 
Society.  Next  Tuesday  night,  being  the  end  of  the 
quarter,  the  usual  quarterly  prizes  will  be  handed  over 
to  the  various  wimiers,  when  I hope  to  see  all  members 
present. — J.  Wright. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Grafton 
Arms,  Grafton-street,  W. — On  Dec.  3 several  members 
were  out,  hut  were  unsuccessful.  Our  outing  for 
Christmas  prizes  tikes  place  at  Bourne  End  on  Dec.  10. 
Those  intending  to  compete  are  not  compelled  to  go  by 
the  first  train.- C.  B.  Lumlet. 

Shepherd’s  Bush  Angling  Association,  Bush 
Hotel,  Shepherd’s  Bush  Green,  \Y. — At  our  competition 
last  month  the  president  and  honorary  secretary  were 
again  successful,  being  first  and  second  respectively, 
with  Gib.  lloz.  and  61b.  2oz.  of  roach  and  dace,  Mr. 
Holloway  coming  in  third  with  a chub,  21b.  12|oz. 
Messrs.  Baldock  and  Powe  also  weighed-in  roach.  On 
the  23th  Nov.  the  president  had  a fine  catch  of  roach 
and  dace,  241b.  4Joz.  ; and  since  then  has  added 
171b.  2Jjz.  to  his  total.  Mr.  W.  A.  Bennett  has  placed 
to  his  credit  81b.  G^oz.  ; Mr.  Luudy,  81b.  14oz.  of  roach 
and  dace ; and  Mr.  Holloway,  chub,  101b.  2oz. — C.  B. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maideu-lane. — On  Dec.  3 several  of  our  members  had 
fish,  but  none  weighed-in.  Tuesday  last  was  quarterly 
night,  and  Messrs.  Fletcher  and  Gill  were  re-elected 
president  and  vice-president  for  the  next  quarter ; 
Messrs.  Smales,  Tree,  and  Williams  volunteering  for 
auditors. — Pelican. 

Slough  and  Langley  Angling  Society,  Club 
House,  Dolphin  Hotel,  Slough. — Through  the  severe 
frost  of  Saturday  night  last  the  canal  was  frozen  over  an 
inch  in  thickness,  and  put  a stop  to  our  competition  on 
the  3rd  inst.  We  will  fish  it  off  early  in  the  new  year. 
We  fish  a match  at  Windsor  on  the  10th  inst.  for  our 
Christmas  prizes.  All  mevnbers  to  meet  at  the  club- 
house at  8 o’clock  a.m.  sharp. — R.  Jenkins. 

Small  Arms  Angling  Society,  Swan  and  Pike, 
Enfield  Lock. — Sport  still  very  poor  among  the  roach. 
J.  Spragg,  perch,  11b.  2oz.,  roach,  11b.  7oz.;  G.  Pycroft, 
chub,  51b.  8oz.;  H Smith,  roach  aud  perch,  121b.  12oz.; 
J.  Johnson,  one  jack,  21b.  7oz. — John  J.  Johnson. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society. — The  Hope, 
Pollard’s-rovv. — Tne  members  of  the  above  were  out 
on  Dec.  3,  for  eight  prizes,  but  met  with  poor  success, 
only  one  prize  being  taken  by  Mr.  W.  Wells — one  nice 
roach.  We  shall  fish  for  remaining  prizes  on  Dec.  10. — • 
T.  Satce. 

South  London  United  Anglers’  'Visiting  List. — 

The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  be  paid  to  the  Anchor 
and  Hope  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Duke  of  Kent, 
Did  Kent-road.  For  notice  of  date  see  their  club  report. 
As  this  is  their  first  visit  in  their  new  home,  I trust 
they  will  receive  a bumper. — A.  Conn. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford. — The  annual  distribu- 
tion of  prizes  of  the  above  took  place  on  Tuesday,  Nov. 
‘28,  in  the  presence  of  a large  attendance  of  members 
and  friends.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  W.  R Lawes, 
and  the  vice  by  J.  Payne.  The  prizes  were  plentiful, 
about  fifteen  guineas’  worth  being  the  total,  exclusive  of 
others  iu  the  form  of  rods,  tea  service,  cruets,  and  camp 
stool,  &c.  They  were  presented  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen 
(“  Did  Izaak  ’’  of  the  People)  in  a very  able  manner.  A 
very  interesting  paper  was  then  read  by  Mr.  T.  Crump- 
len on  “ The  Scory  of  the  Thames,’’  when  I am  sure 
every  member  present  was  much  amused  and  instructed. 
A silver-mounted  cigar  case  having  been  presented  to 
A.  Nuttall,  Esq.,  tho  Mayor  of  Kingston,  for  presiding 
so  kindly  at  our  annual  dinner,  the  rest  of  the  evening 
was  spent  in  harmony,  with  a he.arty  vote  of  thanks  to 
onr  prize  donors,  aud  likewise  “ Cld  Izaak,”  chairman 
and  vice-chairman,  and  all  brother  anglers  and  friends 
that  were  present  <m  this  occasion.  Cn  the  3rd  Mr.  F. 
Belton  saved  the  olnh  from  a blank  with  some  dace. — 
H.  'Tyler. 

■Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  Vauxhall  Cross. — Some  of  ours  were  out  on 
the  3rd,  aud  had  a few  fish,  but  did  not  weigh-in.  Cur 
usual  weekly  meeting  took  place  on  the  5th,  Mr.  Pain 
in  the  chair.  The  previous  week’s  minutes  were  read 
and  confirmed.  Members  please  note  we  fish  for  prizes 
on  Dec.  10,  roving  from  the  new  lock  at  Richmond  to 
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Teddington  Look,  all  to  go  by  tho  first  train  on  the 
morning,  and  to  cease  fishing  at  four  o’clock.  Members 
oan  enter  on  the  moniing,  but  must  see  the  secretary 
before  they  start  fishing. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling'  Society, 
Odell  Arms,  Limerston-streot,  S.W. — The  members  of 
the  above  hold  their  usual  weekly  meeting  on  Wednes- 
day last,  Mr.  G.  Powe  presiding.  The  minutes  of  tho 
previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed,  and  general 
business  transacted.  I would  remind  those  members 
who  have  not  already  sent  in  their  names,  that  Wednes- 
day next  is  the  last  day  for  accepting  entries  for  Christ- 
mas prizes,  for  which  purpose  the  balance  of  the  club 
funds  will  be  utilised. — E.  Sutchall. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Since  last  report 
the  following  members  weighed-in  fish  : Mr.  E.  Homer, 
21b.  14Joz.  of  roach  ; Mr.  Goodrich,  51b.  lloz.  jack.  It 
has  been  decided  that  we  fish  for  our  Christmas  prizes 
at  Langford,  in  the  Association  waters,  on  Dec.  17,  all  to 
go  down  by  the  first  train  on  the  morning,  leaving  Strat- 
ford at  7.50  a. m. — E.  Lowtheb. 

Westminster  Angling  Society.  — On  Tuesday 
evening  a special  meeting  was  called  to  arrange  a match 
for  the  second  round  of  the  cup,  and  three  club  prizes. 
It  was  decided  that  it  should  take  place  between 
Eye  House  and  St.  Margaret’s  on  Dec.  10.  All  members 
to  go  by  the  9.8  from  Liverpool-street ; to  leave  off 
fishing  at  4 30.  On  Thursday  a good  muster  of  members 
sat  down  to  supper  at  their  clubhouse,  presided  over  by 
Mr.  Greenwood.  After  the  cloth  was  cleared,  Mr. 
Beach  took  charge  of  the  piano,  rendering  a good 
account.  Miss  Eoser  kindly  gave  a few  selections,  after 
which  Messrs.  Bean,  Cope,  Wheeler,  Pitt,  Kebblewait, 
Eover,  McCormack,  and  others  contributed  to  the  har- 
mony. A vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  the  host,  and 
the  visitors  brought  an  enjoyable  evening  to  a close. — 
S.  G. 


Coal  Fishing. — The  town  of  Northumberland, 
situated  on  the  Susquehanna  Eiver,  Pennsylvania,  has  a 
peculiar  industry — that  of  coal  fishing.  It  seems  that 
the  bed  of  the  stream  in  this  neighbourhood  is  thickly 
lined  with  coal  which  has  been  washed  down  from  the 
various  colliery  centres,  and  prevented  from  going  much 
beyond  Northumberland  owing  to  the  existence  of  a 
large  dam.  The  mineral  is  raised  at  low  water.  The 
“ fishermen  ” use  two  flat-bottomed  row-boats  of 
considerable  size  and  a scoop  netting.  They  stand  in 
one  skiff  and  place  the  coal  as  it  is  raised  in  the  other, 
first  freeing  it  from  silt.  Nearly  4000  tons  of  the  fuel 
were  taken  from  the  river  at  Northumberland  last  year, 
and  sold  at  an  average  price  of  2.20  dols.  per  ton. — 
Tit-Bits. 

Fish  have  a weakness  for  a brilliant  light  (says 
Invention),  just  as  moths  and  other  insects  have. 
Taking  advantage  of  this  characteristic,  someone  has 
invented  an  electrical  fishing  apparatus  which  consists 
of  a large  iron  frame  interlaced  with  netting,  which  can 
be  opened  and  closed  at  the  will  of  the  operator.  An 
electric  light  enclosed  in  a lantern  is  lowered  into  the 
net,  the  electricity  being  furnished  by  a motor  in  the 
bow  of  the  boat.  As  the  boat  moves  along  the  network 
is  thrown  open,  and  the  bright  light  of  the  lamp,  which 
is  seen  at  a great  distance  in  the  clear  water,  attracts 
the  fish,  wLch  readily  swim  into  the  trap,  and  so  fall 
victims  to  their  own  curiosity ; at  least,  we  call  it 
curiosity  in  a fish,  but  in  a human  being  we  should  call 
it  a thirst  for  knowledge. 

Boarded  by  an  Owl  in  Mid-Ocean.— A large  and 
curious  white  owl,  held  captive  on  board  the  Eed  Star 
Line  steamship  Pennsylvania,  which  has  just  arrived 
from  Antwerp,  creates  a great  deal  of  interest  among 
all  having  any  business  on  board  the  ship,  and  has 
become  quite  a pet  among  the  sailors.  The  strange 
visitor  came  on  board  the  Pennsylvania  Oct.  24,  when 
about  1400  miles  off  from  the  English  coast.  It  flew 
into  the  rigging  of  the  Pennsylvania  early  in  the 
morning  in  an  exhausted  state,  and  had,  no  doubt,  been 
carried  off  from  the  coast  in  a gale  of  wind. — Philadel- 
phia Press. 

To  adore  the  fields,  the  meadows,  the  waters,  the 
hills,  the  trees,  and  the  living  creatures  that  inhabit 
these  ; to  go  out  into  the  rural  districts  and  show  un- 
bounded appreciation  of  Mother  Nature’s  healthful  and 
beautiful  offerings  ; to  take  true  game  chivalrously,  or, 
in  other  words,  in  away  that  will  permit  the  quarry  an 
equal  means  of  fighting  against  your  efforts,  and  to  be 
gentle  in  your  catch  or  kill,  is  what  constitutes  a sports- 
man. If  we  judge  men  by  the  amount  of  game  they 
secure,  the  market  supplier  might  be  looked  upon_  as  a 
leader  in  sportsmanship.  This  much-abused  individual 
is  not  despised  by  the  gentle  rodster  and  field  gunner, 
as  is  generally  supposed.  He  is  looked  upon  as  being  a 
far  more  honourable  fisher  and  hunter  than  the  glutton 
who  wantonly  kills  to  brag  of  his  catch.  The  sportsman 
goes  afield  tor  the  sport  there  is  in  every  part  of  the 
outing;  the  marketman  drags  his  net  and  “sics”  his 
hounds  for  the  living  there  is  in  the  work  ; the  Cockney 
potster  kills  because  he  thinks  his  reputation  as  a 
“ sportsman  ” rests  with  the  number  he  takes.  Quality, 
chivalry,  and  true  sport,  are  never  thought  of  by  this 
despicable  butcher. — Gameland. 

Sir  Henry  Wotton  said  angling  was  “ A cheerer  of 
his  spirits,  a diverter  of  sadness,  a calmer  of  unquiet 
thoughts,  a moderator  of  passions,  a procurer  of  con- 
tantedness,  and  begat  habits  of  peace  and  patience.” 

Varnish  Fob  Eods. — The  best  varnish  for  rods  is 
the  “ best  coachmakers’  ” varnish.  Two  coats  of  this 
are  ample,  but  the  first  coat  must  be  quite  dry  before 
the  other  is  laid  on. — Francis. 


ANIMAL  PEDIGREES. 

At  tho  recent  meeting  of  the  Literary  and  Philo- 
sophical Society,  sa.ys  the  Leicester  Post,  Professor  A. 
Milnes  Marshall,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  gave  a most  interesting 
lecture  on  tho  above  subject,  illustrating  it  by  a number 
of  lantern  slides.  After  dealing  with  horses,  pigs, 
human  beings,  poultry,  crocodiles,  and  cows,  he  turned 
to  whales,  and  found  a suggestionof  tho  former  presence 
of  hind  limbs  in  the  present  existence  of  small  bones 
embedded  in  the  muscles.  These  were  rudiments  which 
told  them  whales  were  descended  from  animals  with  two 
pairs  of  limbs.  Tho  young  whalebone  whale  had  teeth 
before  its  birth,  which  did  not,  however,  come  through 
tho  gum,  but  were  absorbed  before  birth.  Their 
presence  was  a proof  that  the  whale  descended  from  an 
animal  with  teeth.  Tho  flat  fish  had  its  two  eyes  on  one 
side  of  tho  head.  People  might  say  that  that  was  a 
very  good  arrangement,  because  as  the  sole  always  lay 
flat  the  eye  would  only  get  scratched  in  the  sand  if  it 
were  like  other  fish.  But  if  they  looked  at  the  baby  sole 
tho  whole  thing  was  explained  at  once.  The  eyes  were 
then  one  on  tho  right  and  the  other  on  the  left  of  the 
head.  As  the  fish  grew  it  gradually  flattened  out,  and 
the  eye  on  one  side  came  over  the  top  of  the  head, 
until,  as  it  took  to  the  adults’  habit  of  life  and  lay 
always  on  one  side,  the  eye  reached  the  position  in 
which  it  was  found  in  the  adult  fish.  This  told  us 
that  tho  sole  was  descended  from  a fish  with  one  eye 
on  the  right  side  and  the  other  on  the  left  side 
of  the  head.  He  showed  a photograph  of  a young 
sole  to  prove  that  he  was  stating  what  was  an  absolute 
fact.  'I'he  lobster  and  crab  were  clearly  allied,  but  the 
latter  had  no  tail.  Had  the  lobster  gained  a tail,  or 
had  the  crab  lost  one?  Turning  to  the  baby  crab  they 
found  it  had  a tail.  At  a later  stage  of  its  life  the  tail 
was  very  much  like  that  of  a lobster,  but  later  still  it 
dwindled  away,  and  was  turned  underneath  the  body, 
and  finally  lost.  Surely  this  was  enough  to  justify  the 
assertion  that  crabs  were  descended  from  animals  with 
long  tails.  The  tadpole  was  really  a fish,  but  gradually, 
by  a series  of  changes,  became  converted  into  a frog. 
Was  not  the  reason  for  frogs  hatching  as  fish  because 
they  were  descended  from  fish  or  fishlike  animals  ? 


What  He  Forgot. — The  guest  at  the  restaurant  called 
for  an  oyster  stew,  and  when  he  had  been  served  he  ran 
his  spoon  through  it  two  or  three  times  tentatively. 
Then  be  called  the  waiter.  “ Here,”  he  said,  “ put  some 
salt  in  this  while  I stir  it.”  The  waiter  obeyed.  “Now 
put  some  pepper  in  it.”  Again  the  waiter  obeyed. 
“Now  put  in  some  butter.”  The  waiter  did  so. 
“ Anything  more  in  it,  sir  ?”  he  asked.  The  guest  tasted 
it.  “ Oh,  yea;  I almost  forgot,”  he  said;  “put  some 
oysters  in  it  so  I’ll  know  what  it  is.” 

Mysteries  or  the  Sea. — In  the  profound  abysms  of 
the  sea  there  are  strange  forms  of  life  that  never  see  the 
upper  light,  save  when  brought  up  by  the  trawl.  The 
work  recently  accomplished  by  the  United  States  Fish 
Commission  vessel,  the  Albatross,  has  established  the 
fact  that  forms  of  sea  life  inhabiting  the  upper  waters 
may  descend  to  about  1200ft.  from  the  surface,  but 
below  this,  to  a depth  of  300  or  300  fathoms,  a barren 
water  zone  intervenes  where  marine  life  seems  absent. 
But  still  deeper,  strange  to  say,  have  been  discovered 
abundant  and  varied  fauna  new  to  science  living  under 
conditions  of  tremendous  pressure  and  remarkable 
paucity  of  the  life-suscaining  element  of  oxygen.  Thus 
science  is  for  ever  bringing  some  new  fact  to  light  and 
putting  the  darkness  of  ignorance  to  flight. 

Mb.  Joseph  Hatton,  in  one  of  his  delightfully  crisp 
“Cigarette  Papers,”  entitled  “Old  Friends  in  New 
Clothes,”  says  : “ The  Christmas  books  are  out.  They 
load  every  bookseller’s  counter.  They  challenge  your 
attention  in  gay  shop  windows.  They  are  full  of 
pictures.  All  the  old  friends  are  here  in  new  colours. 
“ Eobinson  Crusoe,”  “ Don  Quixote,”  Andersen’s 
“ Ugly  Duckling,”  the  “ Vicar  of  Wakefield  ” ; and 
by  their  side  are  hosts  of  gallant  fighting  men 
and  pioneers,  heroic  sailors  and  soldiers,  and  pith- 
helmeted  Englishry  storming  impossible  fortifications. 
Then  come  genuine  books  of  travel ; wonders  of 
sea  and  land  ; battles  with  cataracts,  fights  with 
glaciers,  contests  with  Nature  in  all  her  haunts ; and 
presently  the  Poets  challenge  attention  in  sweet  new 
bindings,  white  and  grey,  and  dainty  in  gold  and  silver 
decoration.  High  above  all  in  the  miscellaneous  shops, 
the  Christmas  numbers  of  the  illustrated  newspapers 
and  magazines  flaunt  themselves  aggressively  : some- 
times artistic,  sometimes  not,  but  always  bright  in 
colour,  no  longer  suggesting  Christmas  by  adornments 
of  holly  and  mistletoe,  but  eloquent  of  the  closing 
year.”  ^Our  good  friend,  Joseph  Hatton,  mentions 
“ Eobinson  Crusoe  ” and  other  classic  works  ; but  what 
is  most  interesting  to  anglers — sea,  river,  loch,  or 
stream — is  the  fact  that  on  Dec.  IG  the  Christmas 
number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  “ flaunting 
itself  ” in  the  hands  of  Walton’s  disciples.  Price  2d. 
No  extra  charge. 

Saltpish  with  Tomatoes. — Take  a quantity  of 
boiled  salt  cod,  picked  out  in  flakes.  Slice  a moderate- 
sized onion,  put  it  into  a saucepan  with  an  ounce  of 
butter,  put  it  on  the  fire,  and  as  soon  as  the  onion  is  soft 
add  tomato  according  to  quantity.  Toss  the  saucepan 
on  the  fire  for  a minute  or  two,  add  the  fish,  a sprink- 
ling of  pepper,  and  some  finely  mixed  parsley.  Toss  the 
saucepan  on  the  fire  until  the  contents  are  thoroughly 
heated,  then  draw  it  aside,  to  be  kept  warm  till  the 
time  of  serving. 

Eivebs  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  watery  element 
were  made  for  wise  men  to  contemplate,  and  fools  to 
pass  by  without  consideration. 


FOUND  IN  THE  TRAWL. 


At  the  visit  to  the  Blackfriars  Club  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing last  (Host  Willson's),  'The  Winchester  Arms,  South- 
wark-street.  A very  great  attraction  to  the  visitors 
was  tho  magnificent  case  of  preserved  trout  on  view  in 
Host  Willson’s  dining-room,  and  which  was  pronounced 
0.1  all  bands  as  the  grandest  piece  of  taxidermist’s  art 
ever  seen.  The  case  is  7ft.  wide  by  5ft.  3in.  in  height, 
contains  twenty-one  splendid  trout,  ranging  U'oni  the 
yearling  to  a centre  fish  of  IClb.,  and  the  oil-painted 
background,  on  canvas,  of  old  Teddington  Vv’eir  on  the 
Thames,  is  a work  of  the  highest  order.  It  must  bo 
seen  to  be  believed. 

* * # # * # # 

The  ninety-sixth  Annual  Cattle  Show  of  the 
Smithfield  Club  opened  at  the  Agricultural  Hall, 
Islington,  on  Monday  last,  under  the  presidency  of 
H.S.H.  Prince  Christian,  who  welcomed  H.E.H.  the 
Prince  of  Wales  in  the  afternoon,  and  conducted  him 
round  the  show.  The  exhibits  were  in  excess  of  previous 
years,  and  the  quality  of  the  animals  quite  up  to  the 
average  ; one  noticeable  feature  was  the  absence  of 
those  huge  masses  of  fat  we  used  to’see  years  ago,  and, 
instead,  the  more  sensible  feeding  to  suit  the  butcher’s 
requirements,  and  enable  him  to  sell  his  prize  beast 
at  a profit.  The  committee  may  also  congratulate 
themselves  on  the  attendance,  which,  as  far  as  we  could 
judge,  seemed  to  be  in  excess  of  previous  years.  Prince 
Christian,  who  is  succeeded  by  the  Earl  of  Ellesmere  as 
president,  announced  at  the  annual  meeting  of  tho  club, 
held  on  Tuesday  last,  that  Her  Majesty  had  been 
pleased  to  give  a challenge  cup,  value  .£l-50,  to  be 
competed  for  annually. 

#*#*««* 

Messrs.  King,  Malcom  and  Co.,  19,  Leicester-square, 
had  during  the  week  an  excellent  exhibit  of  wateiqoroot 
goods  in  the  St.  Mary’s  Hall  of  the  Smithfield  Club,  Agri- 
cultural Hall,  Islington.  The  country  farmer  will  have 
here  been  able  to  see  and  purchase  a good  overcoat,^  or 
rough  and  tumble  pair  of  gaiters,  driving  and  riding 
aprons ; and  the  angler  secured  himself  against  all 
weathers  by  a waterproof  covering,  ranging  from  21s. 
to  Ggs.,  all  tailor  made  and  double  stitched.  Their 
waders  and  fishing  boots  are  also  beautifully  made, 
and  guaranteed  watertight. 

******* 

The  “ Biltor”  Company,  of  93,  Oxford-street,  London, 
have  also  a stall  in  the  same  building,  where  that  boon 
to  smokers,  the  “Biltor  Pipe,”  may  be  purchased  in 
all  shapes  and  sizes.  These  pipes  satisfy  the  most 
fastidious  smoker,  and  at  the  same  time  are  a protection 
from  the  ill-effects  of  nicotine.  Their  special  feature  is 
a perfectly  flexible  cartridge  (a  few  of  which  may  be 
carried  in  the  pocket)  of  an  absorbent  and  permeable 
nature;  the  smoke  passes  through  these  cartridges,  and 
enters  the  mouth  of  the  smoker  in  a perfectly  filtered 
and  purified  condition.  This  firm  are  also  manufacturing 
a patent  cigarette,  which  they  claim  to  be  the  only  one 
that  smokes  perfectly  cool  and  sweet  to  the  last,  and  is 
harmless. 

****** 

We  regret  to  record  the  death  of  Professor  Tyndall, 
which  occurred  at  his  residence.  Hind  Head,  Haslemere, 
on  Monday  evening  last.  Mr.  Tyndall  was  born  in  1820, 
in  County  Carlow,  Ireland,  and  with  him  has  passed 
away  the  last  of  an  illustrious  trio — Darwin,  Huxley  and 
Tyndall  — who  have  doubtless  influenced  English 
scientific  thought  beyond  any  other  men.  Professor 
Tyndall  has  been  an  indefatigable  worker,  and  filled 
many  important  positions,  but  it  was  as  a lucid, 
interesting  lecturer,  like  his  friend  Professor  Huxley,^ 
that  he  will  probably  be  most  lovingly  remembered.  Of 
his  many  contributions  to  scientific  literature  which  will 
live  long  after  him,  perhaps  his  “Heat  Considered  as  a 
Mode  of  Motion  ” is  the  most  popular. 

»**#**# 

The  death  of  the  Duke  of  Leinster,  in  the  prime  of 
life,  came  as  a great  shock  to  his  many  friends  and 
relatives.  The  late  duke  afforded  an  example  to  his 
countrymen  of  the  possibility  of  living  in  one’s  own 
land,  among  one's  own  people,  respected  and  beloved  by 
all  in  spite  of  difference  of  creed  or  political  opinion. 
******* 
Another  well-remembered  figure  in  society,  viz.,  the 
Duchess  of  St.  Albans,  also  passed  away  on  Dec.  2,  at 
St.  Leonards,  at  the  residence  of  her  devoted  daughter 
the  Lady  Diana  Huddleston,  with  whom  Her  Grace  had 
resided  since  the  death  of  Baron  Huddleston. 

******* 

Her  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  Lieut.-Gen. 
Lyon-Freemantle,  Governor  of  Malta.  Lord  Roberts 
was  requested  to  undertake  the  govei-norship,  but  his 
long  term  of  service  abroad  necessitated  a longer  rest. 

* * ***** 

Messrs.  Longmans,  Green,  and  Co.  are  publish- 
ing, in  crown  8vo.,  price  5s.,  the  “ Fur  and  Feather 
Series.”  The  volume  before  me  is  entitled  “ The  Par- 
tridge,” and  must  be  seen  to  be  thoroughly  appreciated. 
Unlike  many  works  on  Natural  History,  in  which  the 
subjects  are  only  superficially  treated,  each  volume  of 
the  present  series  will  be  devoted  to  a bird  or  beast,  and 
each  will  be  divided  into  three  parts.  The  Natural 
History  of  the  variety  will  first  be  given,  it  will  then  bo 
considered  from  the  point  of  view  of  sport,  and  the 
writer  of  the  third  division  will  assume  that  the  creatiu'e 
has  been  carried  to  the  larder,  and  will  proceed  to  dis- 
cuss it  gastronomically.  The  origin  of  the  animals  will 
be  traced,  their  birth  and  breeding  described,  every 
known  method  of  circumventing  and  taking  them— not 
omitting  the  methods  employed  by  the  poaoher — will  be 
explained,  with  special  regard  to  modern  developments, 
and  they  will  only  be  left  when  on  the  table. 
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THS!  SFOBTSSSAIT’S  7ADE  SIECU3S. 

HFFRIMG’S 

1 Prize  Medals.  “ ” bess  S ^ B B ^ London,  18i 

ONLY  GENUINE 

E0PESIHA6EN  CHERRY  RRANDY 


FETEB  F.  HEEBINO, 

Purveyor  by  Appointment  to  the  Royal  Danish  and  Imperial  Russian  Courts,  and  H R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
Sold  by  all  respectable  Wine  Merchants. 


“HAVE  YOU  SEEN  THE 

NEW  ‘BAR’  SPOON?” 

AT 

Q.  LITTLE  & Co.'S., 

63,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON,  S.W,, 

If  not,  call  and  see  it,  or  write  for  our  latest  Catalogue,  wliicli  we  will  send  to 
any  address  for  2d.  (cost  of  postage  only),  containing  ev'orytliing  required  by  the  | 
Salmon,  Trout.  Mahseer.  Pike,  and  Bottom  Fisher.  | 


Only  Address-63,  HAYMARKET,  S.W. 


GRIDE  TO  FISHING  TACKLE  MAKERS 


Aberdeen. — Wm.  Brown,  64,  Geofge-st. 

Dublin. — C.  Weekes  & Co.,  26  & 27, 
Essex-qnay.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Alnwick  — Hardy  Bros.,  L.  & N.  British 
Works. 

Eton. — B.  R.  Bambridqe. 

Ampthill  — Ed.  White,  Market. 

Exeter. — w.  Osborne,  251,  High-street. 
E.  F.  Peickman,  12,  North-street. 

Andover,  Hants. — E.  Chamberlain. 

Ashbourne. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Exmouth. — Miss  Ellis,  Fly-Tier,  13, 
Danby-terrace. 

Beccles  — R-  Tilney  & Son. 

Fairford,  Glos. — Samuel  Burge. 

Barnstaple,  N.  Devon  —J-  Rowe,  62, 
High-street. 

Felton  — W.  Dobson,  West  Thurston. 

Belfast.— J.  Bbaddell  & Son,  21,  Castle- 
place. 

Great  Yarmouth. — E.  Hannant,  102, 
Market-gates. 

H.  Salinger,  40,  South  Market-road. 
Hereford  — T.  Cooke,  22i,  Maylord-st. 
Hertford. — Simson  & Co.,  Market-place. 
Hull. — H.  Booth,  21,  Paragon-street. 

Birmingham^^ — Samuel  B.  Allpobt, 
50,  Whittall-street. 

C.  Bowler,  9,  Thomas-st.,  Vanghan-st. 
T.  Heath,  52,  Alma-street,  Aston. 
Reuben  Heaton,  161-5,  Hospital-st. 

J.  Keeling,  7,  Digbeth. 

James  Morgan,  2J,  Aston-road. 

W.  Newell,  11,  Great  Western  Arcade. 
Nutting  & Co.,  70,  Edgbaston-street. 
J.  Powell,  40,  St.  Paul’s-sqnare. 

W.  H.  Ryder  & Sons,  33-36,  Slaney-st. 
Wm.  Sternberg,  43,  Soho-hill. 

Hungerford. — Freeman  Bros.,  Bridge- 
street. 

Inverness.  — J.  Graham  & Co.,  27, 
Union-street. 

Kingsbridge,  S.  Devon.— S.  Perrott, 
109,  Fore-street. 

Bishop  Auckland— w.  J.  Cummins, 
Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Works. 

Kingsland,  Herefordshire,  R.S.O.— 

R.  T.  Williams,  Lugg  Cottage. 

Kingston-on-Thames  —J.R.  Richard- 
son, 67,  High-street. 

J.  E.  Willingham,  11,  Union-street 

Langholm. — Joe  Anderson,  59,  High-st. 

Leamington  Spa.— J-  Hobson. 

Leeds, — Linsley  Bros.,  10,  Commercial- 
street. 

Francis  M.  Walbran,  19,  New 
Station-street. 

S.  WiLLSDON,  43,  Park-lane. 

Blackburn  — James  GREasoN,Penny-st. 

Bolton, — W.  Bleakley,  83,  Newport-st. 

Bridgend. — R-  H.  Dyer,  19  & 20,  Queen- 
street. 

Bridport. — Joseph  Gundry  & Co.,  Net, 
Line,  and  Twine  Manufacturers. 
William  James. 

George  Kenway. 

W.  Tucker,  Manufacturer. 

Bnilth,  Wells — Septimus  Price,  12, 
High-street. 

Burton  - on  - Trent. — T.  Horne,  106, 
High-street. 

Buxton,  Derbyshire. — J-  Banks,  37, 

Spring-gardens. 

Leicester  — R.  Elude,  5,  West-bridge. 

Ley  burn.  Yorks.— J.  F.  Lyon,  Post 
Office. 

Limerick. — A.  Nestor,  George-street. 
[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Lincoln. — Andrews  & Parkinson,  36, 
Melville-street. 

J.  W.  Walker,  10,  Waterside. 

CardifT. — G.  M.  Burridge,“  Silver  Fish,” 
Bridge-street. 

William  Davies,  257,  Cowbridge-road. 

Carlisle. — R-  Strong,  Castle-street. 

Castle  Connell.— J-  Enright  & Sons. 

Cheltenham. — James  Ogden,  28,  Winch- 
comb-street. 

Ogden  & Scotford,  Pittville.  [Whole- 
sale & Retail.] 

Liverpool.  — w.  Ramsbottom,  14b, 
North  John-street. 

H.  Whitty,  15,  Basnett-street. 

R.  Whitty,  14,  Tithebarn-street. 

Llandovery,  Wales. — Evan  Davies, 
High-street. 

Chudleigh,  Devon  — J.  B.  Truman. 

Clitheroe. — Thomas  Robinson,  3,  Wes- 
leyan-road. 

London. — s.  Allcock  & Co.,  60,  Queen 
Victoria-street.  [Wholesale  only.] 
T.  Aldred,  110,  Edgware-road,  N.W. 
Alfred  & Son,  20,  Moorgate-st.,  E.C. 
T.  Barnett,  26,  Church-street,  Edg- 
ware-road. 

Croydon. — Thomson  & Co.,  10,  High-st. 

Darlington, — J.  F.  Smythe. 

Derby. — T.  Simpson,  55,  Carrington-st. 

I 


@^ORimNALLr  ESTABLISHED  IN  TENBY. 


FOR  ANGLERS 

And  SPORTSMEN 
Gererally,  the 
IRISH  FRIEZES 
(or  rough  Tweeds) 
made  in  the 
MARQUIS  of 
WATERFORD’S 
Industrial  House, 
are  as  near  perfec- 
tion as  possible, 

A CHOICE  ~oF  PATTERNS 
SENT  BY  REQUEST. 

Gentlemen’s  21 /-Suit  Length 


See  my  announcement,  page  iii.,  “WHITAKER”;  page  xxxii., 
“IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE  YEAR  BOOK”;  page  il.,  “ A.B.C. 
GUIDE”;  “FIELD,”  “PUNCH,”  &c. 

♦ Telegrams-SELFEELP,  LONDON. 


Other  Good  Substantial  IRISH 
TWEEDS  at  17/6  and  19/3 
suit  lengths,  which  cannot 
be  supassed  for  value  and 
suitability. 


RAILWAY  PASSENGERS’  ASSURANCE  COMPANY 

INSURES  AGAINST 

RAILWAY  ACCIDENTS, 
EMPLOYERS’  LIABILITY. 

CAPITAL  £1,000,000.  ESTABLISHED  1849. 

64,  Cornhili.  London. 


IN  GEEAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELA.ND. 


Londou — Continued. 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  53,  Greaham- 
street.  [Wholesale  only.] 

J.  Bernard  & Sons,  5,  Church-place, 
Piccadilly. 

Mrs.  L.  J.  Brocas,  Fly-Tier,  5, 
Eocheater-row,  S.W. 

C.  J.  Brown,  7,  Walton-street,  S.W. 
Mrs.  A.  Bulmeb,  62,  Wandsworth-road, 
S.W. 

Carter  & Peek,  137,  St.  John-street- 
road,  E.C. 

R.  Dillon,  78,  Victoria-road,  Kentish 

Town. 

H.  Dunhill,  125-127,  Euston-rd.,  N.W. 
Eaton  & Deller,  6 & 7,  Crooked-lane, 
E.C. 

J.  Gillett,  40,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 

[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

J.  E.  Gold,  17,  Oakley-street,  Waterloo- 
road,  S.E. 

J.  W.  Hatton,  215,  Cambridge-road,  E. 
G.  W.  Hemens,  171,  New  North-road,  N. 
T.  Holbrow  & Co.,  9,  Eagle-place, 
Jermyn-street. 

HoLROTDBROs.,59,Gracechnrch-st.,E.C. 
G.  Little  & Co.,  63,  Haymarket,  S.W. 
G.  Main,  45,  Jermyn-street,  St.  James’s. 

G.  Partridge,  “ The  Golden  Perch,” 

402,  Oxford-street,  W. 

William  Poole,  104a,  BroadwaU,  S.E. 
B.  Potter  & Co.,  225,  High  Holborn. 

S.  Price  & Co.,  8,  Seymonr-street, 

Euston-square. 

H.  Richardson  & Co.,  Ye  Pluckie 
Perche,  77,  Finsbury -pavement. 

T.  H.  Sowerbdtts  & Son,  151,  Com- 

mercial-street, E. 

A.  J.Spashott,  55a,  Maryland  Point,  E. 

T.  Unstead,  3,  Penton-street,  Penton- 
ville,  N. 

A.  Williams,  84,  Tork-street,  Bryan- 
ston- square,  W. 

F.  T.  Williams  & Co.,  “ Silver  Trout,” 
10,  Great  Queen-street,  W.C. 

LostwitMel. — c.  Geach,  Fancy  Reposi- 
tory. 

Macclesfield. — J-  H.  Fearn,  38,Chester- 
gate. 

Manchester. — w.  Chambers  & Co.,  25, 
Market-place. 

R.  Ramsbottom,  81,  Market-street. 
Newark. — D.  Slater  & Co.,  Stodman-st. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.— J.  R-  Bolton, 
147,  Northnmberland-street. 
Mubton.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Thos.  Pape,  27,  Collingwood-street. 

Newtown,  N.Wales.  -Fred.w.  Cooke, 
Short  Bridge -street. 

Northampton.  — Geo.  Timms,  6,  The 
Green. 

Norwich. — A.  J.  Rudd,  54,  London-st. 


Nottingham  — F.  Crofts,  46,  Sussex-st. 

S.  Dales,  7,  St.  John-street. 

Ed.  Dance,  1a,  Snssex-street. 

Chas.  Jackson,  23,  Carrington-street. 

J.  Theakeb,  10,  Canal-street. 

W.  Wells  & Co.,  1,  Snssex-street. 

E.  West,  28,  Snssex-street. 

Oakham — J.  E.  Whitehouse,  Rutland 
Gun  and  Cartridge  Works. 

Omagh. — John  White,  30,  Market-st. 

Oxford  .- — James  Innes,  42,  Qneen-st. 

Plymouth.  — Thomas  Brooks,  30a, 
Sonthside-street. 

C.  & R.  Brooks,  Stonehouse. 

Beading  — J.  Perry  & Co.,  6,  Minster- 
parade. 

Bedditch. — S.  Allcock  & Co.,  Standard 
Works.  [Wholesale  only.] 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  Abbey  Mills. 
[Wholesale  only.] 

Alfred  Booker  & Co.,  Midland  Needle 
and  Pish  Hook  Works. 

H.  Milwabd  & Son,  Washford  Mills. 

W.  Vale  & Son,  Studley.  [Wholesale 
only.] 

Bichmond  - on  - Thames  — Gatnor  & 
Son,  4,  Bridge-street. 

Evebard  Ripley,  5,  King-street. 

H.  L.  Platt,  57,  Hill-rise. 

Bichmond,  Yorks. — Chas.  Spencer, 
Finkle-street. 

Bothhury. — W.  Mavin. 

J.  SOULSBY. 

Scarborough  — S.  M.  Patrick,  5,  North- 
street,  Newboro’. 

Wm.  j.  Clarke,  44,  Hnntress-row. 

Southampton. — Cox  & Macpherson 
62,  High-street. 

Cox  & Son,  28,  High-street. 

Swansea — B.  Evans  & Co.,  Swansea 
Sporting  Depot,  Castle  Bailey-st. 

Taunton. — George  Hinton,  Fore-st. 

Thetford- — G.  H.  Reynolds,  Anchor 
Commercial  Hotel. 

Thrapston. — A.  Babgh,  Bridge-st. 

Torrington,  N.  Devon.— J-D.  Bastard, 
Torridge  House. 

Uppingham,  Bntlands.— J.  L. 

Andrews,  High-street. 

Walthamstow  — D.  Bennett,  137, 
Hoe-street  North. 

Wolverhampton  — T.  Shakespeare,  9, 
Market-street. 

York. — H.T.  Lloyd,  Sportsman’s  Depot 
Davy- gate. 
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FISHING  WITH  MR.  JARDINE. 
A DAY  AT  POWDER  MILL  LAKE. 


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday, 
and  can  be  obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and 
Son’s  Railway  Bookstalls  and  of  the  principal  News- 
agents and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  in  London  and 
the  Provinces.  . -r,  i * 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department, 
Fishing  Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c., 
should  be  addressed  to  R.  B.  Maeston,  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  London. 

tFex*ms  of 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or 
Stamps  to  Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co., 
Limited,  the  Proprietors,  St.  Dunstan’s  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments 
should  be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great 

Britain  and  Ireland  10s.  6d. 

,,  Six  Months  ditto  ditto  5s.  4d. 

,,  Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s.  8d. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  sub- 
scription, including  postage 12s.  6d. 

Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address. — “ BIVSAM,  London.” 
TELEPHONE  No.  2679. 


— mt  — 


with  which  is  incorporated 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  16th,  1893. 

OUR  CHRISTMAS  NUMBER. 

It  is  a good  many  years  now  since  we  first  had 
the  pleasure  of  wishing,  as  we  do  now,  our 
readers,  contributors,  and  advertisers  “ All  the 
Compliments  of  the  Season  and  a Prosperous 
New  Year.”  As  far  as  angling  is  concerned, 
1893  will  not  be  a year  to  be  remembered  for  all- 
round good  sport.  Let  us  hope  that  1891  has 
something  better  in  store  for  us. 

In  spite  of  the  general  depression  of  business, 
we  are  glad  to  say  that  the  Fishing  Gazette 
has  steadily  progressed  in  circulation.  Any 
hints  or  suggestions  which  our  readers 
may  favour  us  with  will  always  have  our 
careful  consideration.  To  edit  a paper  so  as  to 
please  everybody  is  impossible.  Our  aim  is, 
therefore,  to  go  as  near  to  that  unattainable  posi- 
tion as  may  be,  and,  like  explorers  searching  for 
the  North  Pole,  ever  to  keep  pegging  away,  with 

‘ Forwards  ” for  our  motto. 


By  R.  B.  Makstox. 

We  do  not  often  get  weather  in  this  country 
which  is  not  good  enough  to  fish  in,  provided  you 
are  prepared  for  it.  For  winter  fishing  of  all 
kinds  1 have  for  many  years  now  used  black 
rubber  boots  lined  with  felt  coming  over  the 
knees  in  front ; the  only  drawback  to  these  boots 
is  that  the  smooth  rubber  soles  are  liable  to  slip 
on  any  smooth  or  slippery  surface.  I have  tried 
felt  soles,  also  leather  soles  with  big  nails  added 
to  the  rubber ; the  felt  answers  as  long  as  it  lasts, 
which  is  not  long,  and  the  leather  adds  greatly  to 
the  weight.  It  would  be  a good  thing  if  our 
waterproof  bootmakers  would  make  the  rubber 
soles  fiuted  or  deeply  scotched,  as  they  do  tennis 
shoes,  and  put  a big  nail  or  two  in  the  heels. 
Having  often  fished  with  friends  who  relied  on 
strong  leather  shooting  or  fishing  boots  to  keep 
their  feet  warm  and  dry,  I have  constantly  found 
that  while  I have  been  perfectly  comfortable  they 
have  complained  of  cold  feet,  especially  during  a 
long  day’s  boat  or  punt  fishing,  and  while  travel- 
ling afterwards.  The  reason  is,  I think,  that 
laced  boots  press  on  the  veins  and  stop  the  free 
circulation  of  the  blood,  causing  a numbness, 
which  I have  not  noticed  with  the  felt-lined 
rubber  boot.  The  advantage  of  the  felt  lining  is 
that  it  not  only  keeps  off  cold,  but  when  thick 
knitted  socks  are  worn  it  clings  to  them  and 
prevents  that  most  uncomfortable  up  and  down 
riding  of  the  heel  which  is  so  common  in  leather- 
lined  knee  boots,  not  always  overcome  by  a heel 
strap,  and  then  only  by  sacrificing  free  circula- 
tion. Other  advantages  of  these  boots  are  that 
they  are  easy  to  carry,  to  put  on  or  off,  to  walk  in, 
to  clean,  and  to  mend.  I say  easy  to  mend, 
though  I confess  I have  never  tried  to  mend  a 
pair,  but  a Canadian  friend  assures  me  there  is 
no  more  difticnlty  in  patching  these  “ gum  boots,” 
as  they  are  called  on  the  other  side,  than  ordinary 
waders.  I should  like  to  hear  IVIr.  IVTalcolm  s 
experience  on  this  point  j it  is  five-and-twenty 
years  since  he  showed  me  how  to  put  a patch  over 
a thorn  prick  in  fishing  stockings.  I have  heard 
it  stated  as  an  objection  to  these  boots  that  you 
cannot  turn  them  inside  out  to  dry  ; this  is  true, 
but  if  you  have  them  large  enough  to  go  com- 
fortably over  two  pairs  of  wool  socks,  one  smooth 
and  soft  next  the  skin,  and  one  thick  and  rough, 
there  is  no  necessity  to  have  the  felt  lining 
dried. 

I have  described  these  boots  and  their  advan- 
tages at  some  length,  because  if  you  can  keep 
yo^r  feet  warm  and  dry  you  can  fish  in  any 
weather. 

I always  consider  that  from  Christmas  to  the 
end  of  February  is  much  the  best  time  for  pike 
fishing,  provided,  of  course,  there  is  not  too  much 
ice  about.  In  the  autumn  many  fine  pike  waters 
are  almost  unfishable  from  the  quantity  of 
weeds  still  suspended  in  the  water,  and  as  Mr. 
Alfred  Jar  dine  and  I found  out  recently,  the 
past  very  dry  summer  has  made  them  far  more 
abundant  than  usual,  and  by  many  feet  reduced 
the  water  level  in  deep  and  important  sheets  of 
water  even  at  this  time  of  year. 

A turn  at  the  Pike  with  Mr.  Jardine. 

Pike  fishing  in  the  company  of  Mr.  Alfred 
Jardine  I always  enjoy  immensely.  I do  not 
suppose  that  any  man  has  ever  caught  so 
many  large  specimens  of  this  fine  winter  game 
fish  as  A.  J.,  and  the  extraordinary  thing  about 
it  is  the  extremely  fine  tackle  which  he  uses  ; of 
course,  this  in  a great  measure  accounts  for  his 
success.  Often  enough  one  hears  a pike  angler 
who  is  describing  a place  where  heavy  pike  are  to 
be  found — I mean  fish  between  lOlb.  and  201b. 
and  mere — say,  “but  you  must  have  strong 
tackle.”  I thought  so  until  I first  went  pike 
fishing  with  Mr.  Jardine,  but  he  soon  proved  to 
me,  by  the  evidence  of  many  a noble  fish,  well  up 
to  and  often  well  over  201b.  weight,  that  stout 
tackle  is  absolutely  unnecessary.  All  the  tackle 
you  require  is  the  finest  plaited  silk  line  well 
dressed  in  oil,  on  a large  Nottingham  reel,  a yard 
of  medium  gut  stained  a dirty  olive,  “ dead  weed  ” 
sort  of  colour,  a small  pear-shaped  lead,  six  inches 


of  fine  gimp,  and  a single  No.  4 (Redditch  scale) 
square-bend  hook.  Your  rod  must  be  stiff  and 
springy  enough  to  cast  a bait  well,  and  pliant 
enough  to  save  the  fine  line  from  the  sudden 
rushes  of  a heavy  fish.  Thus  equipped,  and  with 
a good  supply  of  lively  dace,  from  4in.  to  bin.  in 
length,  the  only  other  thing  required  is  Mr. 
•Jardine’s  skill — or,  rather,  as  near  an  approach 
to  it  as  possible. 

It  was  on  a fine  November  day,  just  after  the 
recent  great  storm,  which  caused  such  terrible 
loss  of  life  round  our  coasts,  and  played  such 
havoc  among  the  woodlands  of  Scotland,  that  Mr. 
Jardine  and  1 found  ourselves  once  more  on  the 
warpath  after  pike.  The  lovely  sheet  of  water 
spread  out  before  us,  embosomed  amid  the  gentle 
undulations  of  a nobly  wooded  English  deer 
park,  was  well  worthy  the  glowing  picture  of  it 
given  to  me  by  my  friend.  “ It  is  an  important 
piece  of  water,”  he  had  said  when  tempting  me 
to  desert  my  desk  for  a day  or  two  in  the  country. 

It  was  too  tempting  a bait  to  resist — especially 
that  word  “important,”  a favourite  of  his,  and 
only  used  w'hen  the  water  referred  to  was  known 
by  him  to  hold  a goodly  store  of  large  pike. 
During  our  drive  of  some  miles  from  the  sleepy 
little  country  town  to  the  lake  he  had  told  me 
of  great  captures  of  pike  he  and  Francis  Francis 
had  had  there  together.  The  snow  still  lay  in 
deep  drifts  under  the  hedgerows,  and  as  we 
p it  our  rods  together  we  could  see  a long 
white  line  of  it  on  the  bank  at  the  far  end  of  the 

And  all  round  the  margin,  in  spite  of  the  heavy 
rains  we  have  since  had,  was  evidence  of  the 
great  drought  of  1893.  The  watery  covering  of 
the  land  had  shrunk  from  it  like  a garment  all 
too  small  for  the  wearer,  leaving  a broad  margin 
of  brown  rushes  and  weeds  on  the  shallower 
sides,  and  showing  the  dry  dead-looking  alder 
roots  where  the  bank  shelved  steeply.  ^ 

“ Good  morning,  gentlemen,  I fear  we  can’t  get 
the  punt  out,”  said  the  handsome,  hale,  old  head 
keeper  when  we  met  him  at  the  boathouse,  the 
water  be  so  terrible  low.”  It  certainly  looked 
rather  hopeless,  for  between  the  punt  and  the 
open  water,  for  twenty  yards  or  more,  was  what 
looked  like  little  better  than  rushes  and  mud. 
However,  by  dint  of  much  pushing  by  the  keeper 
with  a long  bit  of  timber  from  an  old  fence  and 
pulling  on  my  part — not  without  risk  of  sinking 
in  the  bog  over  my  boot  tops — ’We  got  ber  afloat, 
while  Jardine  and  the  under  keeper  carried  our 
things  round  to  meet  me.  “ Not  much  chance  of 
paternostering,”  I thought,  as  I paddled  across 
to  a convenient  opening  among  the  bushes  on 
the  opposite  side.  The  water  had  a slight  tinge 
in  it  as  of  snow  broth,  and  reaching  to  within  a 
foot  or  two  of  the  surface  were  dense  masses  of 
weeds. 

Three  or  four  things  were  against  our  chances 
of  sport,  and  as  an  angler  should  never  be  at  a loss 
for  a good  excuse  for  want  of  sport,  I will  mention 
them.  In  the  first  place,  we  both  preferred  and 
both  relied  most  on  paternostering,  and  the  weeds 
would  certainly  interfere  with  that ; secondly, 
There  was  a good  deal  of  snow  broth  in  the  water ; 
thirdly,  there  had  been  some  sharp  frosts— the 
first  of  the  winter,  and  my  experience  is  that, 
although  pike  are  nob  affected  by  a low  t mp fu- 
ture, as  eels,  carp,  bream,  tench,  and  other  fish 
certainly  are,  they  don’t  take  well  until  they  have 
got  used  to  the  cold,  and  this  is  why  I prefer 
January  and  February  for  pike  fishing.  My  last 
reason  is  one  which  I am  not  sure  Jardine  much 
believes  in,  but  I do,  and  so  does  Mr.  Alfred 
Mackrill.  Mr.  M.  and  I had  fished  fruitlessly  tor 
pike  all  one  day  in  an  important  piece  of  water, 
and  were  putting  our  rods  up,  when  M.  said  : 
“ That’s  why  we’ve  had  no  sport,'  pointing  to  the 
moon  shining  through  an  old  elm  rookery  bohind 
U3 

“Old  George  Hone,  the  Thames  fisherman, 
always  told  me  that  pike  won’t  feed  well  after  a 
moonlight  night.”  Both  M.  and  I had  a great 
respect  for  old  George’s  opinions  on  fishing 
matters,  so  I asked  for  more  light  on  the  sub.iect. 
“ Well,  the  old  ’un’s  view  is  this,  he  says : ‘ l ou 
see,  sir,  them  pikes  is  werry  artful,  and  they  as 
their  heyes  ou  the  tops  of  their  ’eads,  and  as  they 
lies  deep  in  the  water,  if  the  moon's  a shinin’  they 
sees  the  baits  a swimmin’  over  ’em,  and  then  they 
fills  theii selves,  so  they  don’t  want  nothin  next 

I expect  it  was  the  moon,  for  although  Jardine 
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and  I fished  our  hardest  all  day  we  could  not 
move  a decent  fish,  nor  did  we  see  any  feed.  Of 
“ hottelers  ” — jack  of  from  filb.  to  71b. — we  caught 
many,  filling  the  well  of  the  punt  with  them.  Of 
the  big  ones,  which  we  know  are  there,  I hope  to 
give  a better  account  another  time. 

We  had  a very  jolly,  enjoyable  outing,  and  if 
the  fish  were  not  large,  our  hopes  of  a large  one 
were  kept  up  every  run  we  had,  but,  as  J.  said, 
the  fish  were  numbed  with  the  cold.  I forgot  to 
say  that  my  friend  lost  one  monster,  the  only  fish 
that  got  away.  J.  was  lighting  a pipe  when  T 
called  out  “ Your  maiden  aunt’s  down.”  “ So  she 
is,”  said  J.,  continuing  the  lighting  process  as  he 
glanced  over  his  shoulder  in  the  direction  where 
his  float  should  have  been  visible.  J.’s  float  was 
a plump,  prim  affair,  with  a wire  curl  on  top. 
“ He’s  coming  towards  the  boat,”  said  my  friend, 
as  he  quietly  drew  in  yard  after  yard  of  the  fine 
line.  1 looked  on,  wondering  what  would  happen 
when  he  tightened  on  the  fish.  What  did  happen 
was  that  the  line  snapped  like  a bit  of  thread  a 
foot  or  so  above  the  float.  For  a second  or  two 
the  “ maiden  aunt  ” danced  up  and  down,  gave  us 
one  big  bob  of  a final  curtsey,  and  disafipeared 
for  ever. 

” That  must  have  been  a whacker,  J.,”  I said 
solemnly.  “ Yes,”  in  a sepulchral  voice.  “ Can 
you  reach  the  ‘ epitaph  ’ ? ” and  as  the  amber  fluid 
gurgled  out  the  usual  rc<|uiem,  1 asked  him  how 
on  earth  he  came  to  use  that  line.  “Well,”  he 
said,  “ I broke  a lot  off  it,  too,  beforehand.”  The 
fact  was  1 had  borrowed  a Nottingham  reel  of  a 
friend  the  night  before,  but  it  was  so  evidently 
very  old  and  rotten  1 did  not  use  it,  but  J.  at 
lunch  time  had  rigged  up  a float  tackle  with  it. 
Jlvery  now  and  then  during  the  afternoon  we 
strained  our  eyes  to  catch  sight  of  ,J.’s  float. 
Noticing  something  white  near  the  bank  about 
fifty  yards  off,  1 cried,  “ 8ee,  there’s  your  maiden 
aunt  bottom  up  over  yonder.”  Rushing  to  the 
stern  I was  about  to  pull  up  our  anchor,  three 
bricks  tied  together,  when  a puff  of  wind  showed 
the  white  object  to  be  a feather.  J.  muttered 
sornething  about  the  “ baseless  fabric  of  this 
vision,”  as  he  sent  his  paternoster  sweetly  out 
over  the  water.  I forgot  to  mention  that  we 
found  one  stretch  of  deep  water  fairly  free  from 
weeds,  and  it  was  here  we  got  what  fish  we  did 
get. 

As  we  drove  home  in  the  evening,  J.  said  to  me, 
with  a twinkle  in  his  eye,  “1  shouldn’t  wonder  if 
that  fish  I lost  is  not  the  same  t hat  broke  Francis 
Francis  over  twelve  years  ago.”  “ He’ll  make  the 
reputation  of  whoever  catches  him  then,”  I 
replied,  “fancy  what  a title  for  a fishing  story 
‘The  ])ike  which  broke  Francis  Francis  and 
Alfred  Jardine,  and  how  I caught  him  ! ’”  “ Well, 

I hope  you  wib,  my  friend,”  said  A.  J.,  and  I 
believe  him. 

A Dread  Aijode  of  Piiantovi  Fish. — Fishing  in 
A Smokeless  Hades. 

The  day  after  I returned  to  town  from  my 
excursion  with  Mr.  Jardine,  a friend  called  to  see 
me  on  business.  This  concluded,  he  said,  “ Now, 
R.  B.,  when  are  yon  coming  to  show  me  how  to 
catch  those  big  pike  ? ” 

I should  mention  that  my  friend,  who  is  an  all- 
round sportsman  of  the  purest  water — salmon 
angler,  fox  hunter,  and  shot — had  asked  me 
several  times  to  fish  in  a lake  not  far  from  his 
house,  which  was  said  by  local  tradition — concen- 
trated in  the  person  of  his  coachman— to  contain 
very  large  pike.  This  said  water  was  part  and 
parcel  of  some  very  large  gunpowder  mills, 
belonging  to  a company  in  which  another  fi-iend 
of  mine — also  an  excellent  salmon  and  trout 
angler — was  interested. 

My  friend's  coachman’s  tales  had  so  impressed 
him  that,  although  1 had  repeatedly  told  him  1 
was  sure  there  were  no  pike  of  any  size  in  the 
water— at  any  rate,  of  a size  worth  fishing  for  in 
the  middle  ot  a gunpowder  mill,  where  it  was  as 
much  as  your  life  was  worth  to  light  a pipe — that 
he  returned  to  the  charge,  and  at  last  so  primed 
me  with  faith  that  I agreed  to  go  with  him  if  my 
other  friend  would  give  us  the  necessary  jiermit. 
This  he  very  readily  did,  adding,  in  reply  to  my 
query  as  to  whether  there  really  were  any  big 
pike  in  the  water,  that  he  could  not  say  for  cet- 
tain,  but  that  there  were  reports  to  that  effect. 

To  cut  a long  story  short,  my  friend  E.  A.  C. — 
who  was  to  lie  “ E.O.  smokeless  ” for  once  in  his 
life — and  his  j'oung  son  “ Podgy  ” and  I arrived 


at  the  main  entrance  to  the  powder  mills,  with 
rods,  tackle,  and  a splendid  lot  of  live  bait.  The 
coachman,  whose  tales  of  monsters  had  fired  my 
friend’s  imagination,  had  evidently  never  been 
near  the  place,  and  was  so  unnerved  by 
the  multitude  of  “Danger”  and  “Caution” 
hoards  stuck  about  the  roads  leading  to  the 
entrance  that  he  nearly  upset  ns  over  a bank 
before  we  got  there.  I had  never  been  over  a 
gunpowder  manufactory  before,  and  had  no  idea 
how  great  the  chances  are  that  when  you  do  go 
over  one  you  may  do  so  for  good.  R.I.P.  in  large 
letters  W'as  the  first  thing  we  noticed  on  a maga- 
zine near  the  entrance.  “ VVhat  does  that  mean  ? ” 
asked  my  friend.  “ ‘ Requiescat  in  Pieces,’  I sup- 
pose,” he  said  solemnly.  The  guardian  of  the 
outer  portal  of  this  mundane  Hades,  was  a very 
pleasant  man,  but  he  made  us  sign  our  names  in 
a book — “ Doomesday  Book  ” E.  C.  called  it — and 
give  up  all  our  pipes,  matches,  fusees,  &c , and 
read  the  rules.  E.  C.  read  the  rules.  I did  not 
feel  equal  to  it.  “ Podgy  ” turned  out  his  pockets 
like  a man  to  show  he  was  concealing  no  tobacco 
or  matches  about  him.  I heard  his  father  tell 
him  to  ask  his  governess  if  he  might  have  a 
holiday,  so  I suppose  he  left  them  with  her. 
We  breathed  the  more  freely  having  got  lid  of 
all  explosives  and  thought  we  were  now'  at  liberty 
to  go  and  fish,  but  this  was  not  the  case.  “ You 
must  go  and  sec  the  manager,  gentlemen,  this  lad 
will  sliow  you  the  way  ; I will  send  your  bait  cans 
after  you.”  Following  our  guides  wo  descended 
further  into  these  infernal  regions,  past  drab 
coloured  sheds  numbered  like  vaults  in  an  old 
churchyard.  Arrived  at  the  manager’s  house  we 
luckily  found  him  at  home,  if  such  a word  can  be 
applied  to  a house  in  the  very  midst  of  countless 
powder  magazines. 

I waited  outside  while  E.  C.  went  in  to  inter- 
view him — there  was  such  a long  wait  that  I 
thought  E.  ( '.  must  be  making  his  will  and 
getting  the  manager  to  attest  it,  but  at  length 
they  came  out.  “ This  way  if  you  please,  gentle- 
men,” in  an  “abandon  hope  all  ye  who  enter 
here”  sort  of  tone,  said  the  manager,  but  we  soon 
found  he  was  a very  cheerful  companion.  “ Not 
much  chance  of  an  explosion  to-day,”  I ventured 
to  remark.  “We  are  never  certain,  one  may 
occur  any  moment,”  was  his  reassuring 
reply.  “ Pretty  place  this  in  the  summer 
I should  think,”  said  E.  C.  “ Delightful,” 
replied  our  guide,  pointing  to  Ihe  avenues  of 
alders  and  willows  halt  hiding  and  half  revealing 
the  black  building.s  dotted  about  the  place.  “ Y"ou 
would  never  think  you  were  only  half  an  hour 
from  town  ; and  then  the  birds,  why  the  nightin- 
gales are  a positive  nuisance  at  times.”  By  this 
time  we  had  readied  the  river,  and  were  just 
passing  a mill,  from  the  low  open  window 
of  which  came  a low  rumbling  grinding  sound, 
when  the  manager  stopped  us,  and,  asking  us  to 
look  in,  said,  “ You  see  that  big  grindstone 
revolving  on  the  powder;  if  the  powder  got  caked 
ujj  between  the  wheel  and  the  pivot,  or  if  the 
wheel  got  on  to  the  b.are  bed  of  the  mill,  the 

whole  thing  would ” “Thank  you,”  said 

E.  C. ; “how  interesting.”  After  passing  sundry 
black  barges,  covered  with  tarpxulin,  we  came  to 
another  magazine. 

“ You  see,”  said  our  guide,  “ this  shed  is  covered 
with  canvas.  At  one  time  we  made  them  of 
wood,  but  in  case  of  an  explosion  this  gives  more 
readily,  and  there  arc  no  nails  to  be  blown  aliout 
the  place;  nails  or  grit,  or  anything  of  that 
kind,  we  avoid  as  much  as  possible.” 

At  last,  with  a sigh  of  relief,  we  arrived  at  the 
sanctum  sanctorum  of  the  powder  mills — a little 
lake  of  about  three  acres,  surrounded  by  pow’der 
boats,  mills,  and  magazines.  Here  our  guide  left 
us  in  the  care  of  a ]iowder  man,  who  got  a powder 
barge  ready  for  us,  and  .spread  some  powder  bags 
on  a powder  board  for  us  to  sit  on  when  we  W'ere 
tired  of  fisl  ling. 

As  we  were  ]uitting  our  rods  together,  E.  0. 
drew  my  attention  to  a long,  black,  coflin-like 
barge  wliich  was  slowly  coming  down  the  stream. 
“Isn’t  that  man  Miiokingi^”  he  said — and  cer- 
tainly it  looked  like  it.  “ How  jolly,”  1 said  ; 

“ then  they  are  not  so  strict  after  all.  I have  a 
dozen  cigars  and  lots  of  fusee.s  in  my  bag.”  But 
it  turned  out  to  be  only  his  breath  in  the  frosty 
atmosphere,  for  although  we  were  in  the 
midst  of  a powder  factory  it  was  freezing 
great  guns. 

E.  C.  had  told  me  that  the  manager  had  told 


him  there  were  some  big  pike  in  the  lake.  I 
said,  “How  big?”  “About  that  size,”  indi- 
cating between  his  hands  a space  of  riuite  2ft. 
“ Oh  ! ” I said,  “ many  of  ’em  ? ” “ About  six,” 

“ Ah  ! ” I replied. 

“What  baits  have  you  got?”  said  our  powder 
man,  opening  the  lid  of  one  of  the  cans.  “ Roach, 
I see.”  “Any  big  pike  here?”  I ventured  to 
say.  “ Pike ! why  I’ve  seen  ’em  as  long  as  that,” 
pointing  to  the  board  across  the  barge,  quite  lift, 
long.  This  was  reassuring. 

It  was  a nice  sheet  of  water,  with  a good  depth 
at  the  deeper  end,  the  shallower  part  being  partly 
frozen  over.  We  w'ere  soon  at  work.  My  friend, 
being  used  to  salmon  fishing,  put  a Malloch 
casting  reel  on  to  an  old  Farlow  grilse  rod  of 
mine,  and  was  soon  bombarding  the  whole  place 
with  a paternoster  ; he  got  so  energetic  at  last 
that  he  nearly  landed  the  b.ait  on  a powder 
magazine  forty  yards  off.  We  were  not  allowed 
by  the  rules  to  fish  w'ithin  forty  yards  of  a powder 
house,so  Iliad  to  remonstrate  with  him, especially 
as  I did  not  think  our  stock  of  bait  would  stand 
it.  Seeing  that  economy  would  be  necessary,  I 
rigged  up  a float  tackle  and  watched  my  friend, 
and  certainly  it  was  refreshing.  I never  saw  such 
audacious  casts.  AYhizz  ! went  the  line  with  a 
strong  overhead  cast,  bang  went  the  dace,  and 
when  E.  C.  wound  him  in  again  he  would  say, 
“ Look  here,  R.  B , I think  this  chaji’s  dead.” 
“ Dead  ! ” I thought  to  my.*elf,  “ I Avonder  we  are 
not  all  blown  to  pieces.”  We  had  received  strict 
injunctions  from  our  powder  man  to  fish  round 
the  edges  of  the  lake,  and  as  we  got  up  into  a 
corner,  E.  C.  landed  his  bait  almost  on  the  bank ; 
he  had  hardly  pulled  in  a dozen  yards  of  line 
before  he  felt  a tug,  and  sung  out,  “ I’ve  got  one ; 
what  am  I to  do  ? ” I told  him  to  pull  in  his  slack 
line  very  gently  until  he  felt  the  fish  move  away 
with  it.  “And  then  what  am  I to  do — strike?” 
“Strike!”  I said,  “no;  certainly  not,  yon 
rausn’t  strike  anything  here,  simply  tighten  on 
him  and  keep  him  tight.”  E.  C.  followed 
orders  exactly,  and  after  a good  bit  of  fight 
we  had  a plump  little  jack  of  about  61b.  in 
the  barge. 

This  raised  our  hopes  somewhat,  as  did  another 
run  which  E.  C.  had  in  the  same  corner,  and  I 
then  suggested  we  should  push  out  to  a plank 
AThich  was  anchored  in  the  middle  of  the  pool, 
make  fast  to  it,  and  fish  all  round.  But  Podg}q 
who  took  the  keenest  interest  in  the  affair, 
reminded  ns  that  it  was  past  lunch  time.  We  soon 
afterwards  saw  our  powder  man  with  the  lunch 
basket,  so  decided  to  postpone  our  attack  on  the 
central  bastion  until  after  lunch.  And  very 
enjoyable  it  was — a meat  and  potato  pie,  so  hot 
that  Podgy,  though  he  did  full  justice  to  it,  freely 
expressed  his  doubts  as  to  its“  being  safe  ” in  the 
middle  of  scores  of  poAvder  magazines.  And  our 
powder  man  must  have  been  of  the  same  opinion, 
judging  by  the  way  in  which  he  put  the  remains 
of  it  out  of  danger.  We  told  him  afterwards 
of  our  intention  to  go  out  to  the  plank  in  the 
centre  of  the  pond,  but  he  shook  his  head,  and 
said  the  sides  were  the  best,  perhaps  he  meant 
safest,  for  we  afterwards  learned  from  the  janitor 
at  the  outer  gate  that  the  plank  supported  a cask 
of  some  new  exiJosive  so  dangerous  that  the 
centre  of  their  little  lake  Avas  the  only  compara- 
tively safe  place  in  which  they  kneAv  how  to 
store  it ! 

As  regards  the  big  pike,  thej^  are  doubtless 
still  there,  rubbing  their  nose.s  against  that 
awful  cask.  As  regards  the  veracity  of  our 
powder  man  attendant,  I will  only  say  that,  when 
we  offered  him  the  only  fish  we  caught — that  fat 
6-pounder — he  jumped  at  it,  and  expressed  his 
intention  of  having  it  set  up  and  put  in  a glas.s 
case  as  ample  evidence  of  the  monsters  he  had 
seen  in  Powder  Mill  Deeps, 

Podgy  had  a sleepless  night.  It  appears  tliat 
on  reacliing  home  he  discovered  in  the  recesses 
of  his  trousers  pccket  a hicifer  match,  and  ho 
still  shudders  Avhen  he  thinks  what  Avould  have 
happened  had  it  “ gone  off,”  as  he  says. 


Hotels  avith  Fishings. — In  this  onr  Chrislnns 
number  will  bo  found  many  special  advertisements 
for  rods,  tackle,  &c.,  Ac.,  and  also  of  hotels 
which  are  connected  Avith  fishings.  These  are 
W'ell  worth  studying  by  those  avIio  are  considering 
the  important  question  “ Where  shall  Ave  go  for 
some  fishing  ? ” 
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THE  TERCENTENARY  EDITION  OF 
“THE  COMPLETE  ANGLER.”* 


AN  EDITION  LIMITED  TO  350  COPIES. 


By  the  courtesy  of  the  jniblishera  we  have  been 
able  to  glance  at  a copy  of  Mr.  J.  E.  Harting’s 
edition  of  “The  Complete  Angler,”  which  Messrs. 
Samuel  Bagster  and  Sons,  Limited,  will  publish 
this  week. 

The  edition  is  limited  to  350  copies,  price 
£6  6s.  each.  It  is  in  two  volumes,  quarto,  of 
about  300  pages  each,  vellum  back,  cloth  sides, 
exquisitely  printed  at  the  Ballantyne  Press  on 
hand-made  paper,  with  the  plates  on  Japanese 
vellum. 

Bagster’s  editions  of  Walton  are  well-known 
to  collectors ; the  edition  published  to  1808  was 
edited  by  Samuel  Bagster,  who  also  did  the  views 
of  Pike  Pool  and  of  the  Pishing  House,  and  Mr. 
Robert  Bagster,  of  the  present  firm,  has  taken  the 
liveliest  interest  in  the  production  of  this  new 
edition. 

And  this  edition  is  in  reality  a glorification  of 
that  of  1808.  All,  or  nearly  all,  the  old  familiar 
engravings  by  Audinet  have  been  reproduced  by 
photogravure,  and  in  addition  three  of  the  water- 
colour drawings  made  by  John  Linnell,  sen.,  have 
been  etched  by  Mr.  Percy  Thomas,  R.P.E.,  and  are 
now  given  for  the  first  time.  Linnell  accom- 
panied Samuel  Bagster  through  the  Dove  country 
in  the  very  early  years  of  this  century. 

But  the  special  feature  of  this  edition  is  the 
series  of  reproductions  of  drawings  of  Riverside 
Animals  and  Birds,  by  Mr.  G.  E.  Lodge,  and  the 
Natural  History  Notes  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Harting, 
Librarian  to  the  Linnean  Society  of  London.  Of 
these  additions  by  Mr.  Lodge  and  Mr.  Harting 
we  can  only  say  that  we  wish  there  were  a great 
many  more  of  them,  in  fact,  we  would  very 
gladly  have  dispensed  with  the  old  Wales  for  a 
set  of  new  fishes,  &c.,  by  Mr.  Lodge — that  is,  if 
he  can  draw  fish  as  he  can  birds  and  landscapes. 
Mr.  Robert  Bagster  has  very  kindly  lent  us  two 
of  Mr.  Lodge’s  illustrations.  That  of  the  heron 
we  believe  we  saw  originally  in  Mr.  T.  J.  Mann’s 
fishing  hut  on  the  Test  one  May-fly  season ; it 
will  give  a taste  of  Mr.  Lodge’s  quality,  and  we 
can  only  repeat  that  we  wish  there  was  far  more 
of  this  fine  original  work. 

The  general  get-up  of  the  work  reflects  the 
greatest  credit  on  the  publishers,  and  we  sincerely 
hope  that  their  enterprise  will  be  well  rewarded; 
their  edition  is  another  worthy  tribute  to 
the  undying  interest  in  Walton  and  his 
work. 


THE  APPARITION  HAND. 


stances  which  led  up  to  this  scene  of  horror. 
Reader,  pause,  and — be  patient ! 

A History  of  Mystery. 

AVe  are  thrown  back  to  a period  when  gas 
lamps  had  not  been  dreamed  of,  before  the  gay 
and  glittering  gardens  of  Cremorne  made  the 
neighbouring  district  of  Chelsea  a haunt  for 
pleasure-seekers  by  night  and  day,  with  i‘s 
bewitching  music,  blazing  lamps  of  varied  hues, 
its  Terpsichorean  and  theatrical  fun  ; before  the 
philosophic  Carlyle  made  Cheyne  Walk  historic  ; 
before  Queen  Victoria  saw  the  light  of  day. 


HOODED  FALCON. 

Indeed,  Fulham  was  an  outlying  suburb  of 
Chelsea,  and  Chelsea  itself  not  yet  merged  in  the 
busy  metropolis.  The  roads  were  mostly  un- 
paved ; even  the  City  of  London  itself  could 
boast  of  but  little  pavement,  and  only  the  main 
thoroughfares  from  it  were  sufficiently  firm  to 
encourage  vehicular  traffic  on  an  extensive  scale. 
Railways,  tramcars,  even  omnibuses,  were  un- 
known. The  chief  means  of  conveyance  by  hire 
was  the  hackney  coach.*  The  suburb  of  Fulham 
was  dotted  here  and  there  with  mansions  and 
large  demesnes — much  more  difficult  then  to 


By  E.  H.  Bramley’. 

The  mistletoe  hung  in  old  Pyke  Hall, 

The  holly-branch  shone  on  the  old  oak  wall ; ,, 

The  baronet’s  guests  were  blythe  and  gay, 

Preparing  for  Christmas  holiday.  tjCC. 

Christmas  Eve  ! — one  hundred  years  ago. 

A keen  frost  had  enamelled  the  window  panes 
of  old  Pyke  Hall,  Fulham,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex.  On  the  well-shrubbed  lawn,  at  front 
of  the  banqueting  room,  a band  of  carol  singers 
“ discoursed  sweet  music  ” of  a seasonable  type 
to  attune  the  minds  of  the  guests  who  had  been 
bidden  or  invited  to  circle  round  the  large  and 
well-laden  festive  board,  at  the  head  of  which 
presided  Sir  George  Pyke,  Bart,  (the  fifth  of  his 
titled  race). 

Just  as  the  strains  of  the  first  melody  given 
by  the  minstrels  were  melting  away,  the  guests 
were — like  those  at  Macbeth’s  banquet,  when  Ban- 
quo’s  ghost  appeared — pushed  from  their  stools. 
Each  and  all  were  startled  by  the  appearance  of 
a neatly  - moulded  Apparition  Hand  which 
appeared  aloft,  in  a line  with  the  centre  of  the 
table.  The  wrist  was  adorned  by  a massive  gold 
bracelet,  from  which  was  suspended  a handsome 
and  delicate  chain  bearing  a charming  jewel. 
The  forefinger  of  the  band — a lady’s  hand — 
pointed  to  the  library  door,  at  the  back  of  the 
host. 

Rut,  stop  ! I must  record  the  mystic  circum- 

* “The  Comvletb  Angler.”  Edited  with  Notes  from 
a Naturalist’s  Point  of  View.  By  J.  E.  Harting. 
London  : Samuel  Bagster  and  Sons,  Limited. 


HERON. 

reach  from  the  busy  City  than  are  AVindsor, 
Reading,  and  Chatham  at  the  present  time. 
Society  was  almost  strictly  local  ; the  gentry 
deemed  visitation  one  of  the  tasks  of  life,  except 
in  their  own  immediate  neighbourhood. 

Lying  back,  seme  considerable  distance  from 
the  Thames,  was  a grand  estate,  well-wooded, 
shrubbed,  and  grassed,  rich  with  game  and  song- 

* Hackney  coaches — probably  from  the  French  coclie- 
a-haquende,  a vehicle  with  a hired  horse,  haquende. 
Their  supposed  origin  in  Hackney,  near  London,  is  a 
vulgar  error. — Hatun. 


birds,  the  grounds  ornamented  with  a fine  Eliza- 
bethan hall.  And,  far  out  from  the  hall,  in  the 
richly-timbered  park,  was  a splendid  lake, 
bordered  in  many  places  with  tall  reeds,  which 
in  summer  displayed  gorgeous  tassels  rocked  by 
the  fresh  winds  as  they  swept  freely  across  tlio 
domains.  In  winter,  the  dried  stems  of  the 
reeds  offered  an  apology  for  their  former  con- 
dition. There  were  various  gaps  in  these  banks 
of  reeds,  through  which  the  spectators  could 
witness  the  water  fetes,  the  torchlight  frolics  on 
the  ice  in  winter,  the  boating  and  fishing  when 
the  season  was  sufficiently  open  and  mild.  In  a 
bushy  part  of  the  woodland  stood  a pagoda-sort  of 
building,  used  as  an  ice  house — a valuable  pro- 
vision at  a time  when  each  family  depended  on 
its  own  preserves  of  ice  for  the  conservation  of 
meat,  fish,  and  game.  So  far,  the  surroundings  ! 

The  interior  of  Pyke  Hall  was  richly  and  hand- 
somely furnished,  and  well  garnished  with  costly 
works  of  art,  nor  did  it  lack  luxuries  and  comforts 
procurable  from  foreign  lands.  Yet,  despite  all 
these  provisions,  the  hall  was  a haunt  of  misery ; 
as  in  every  house,  there  was  a social  skeleton  in 
the  cupboard  there.  Lady  Pyke  was  an  uncommon 
shrew — a nag,  a woman  who  quarrelled  with 
herself  and  all  with  whom  she  came  in  contact. 
She  knew  no  pleasant  hours,  and  took  care  to 
inoculate  her  husband  and  servants  and  neigh- 
bours with  the  virus  that  makes  home  unhappy — 
a den  of  misery.  Personally,  the  baronet  was 
exceedingly  popular  ; he  earned  goodwill  from  his 
neighbours,  and  was  bountiful  to  the  poor.  AVith 
his  expansive  heart  and  profuse  wealth,  he  would 
have  been  a happy  man  had  not  his  life  been 
cursed  by  an  untamed  shrew.  Result : the 
Pyke’s  were  ignored,  for  it  would  have  been 
churlish  on  the  part  of  neighbours  to  invite  the 
baronet  to  their  social  gatherings  while  his  wife 
was  excommunicated,  and  society  could  not  take 
her  under  its  wing.  Misery,  under  such  circum- 
stances, could  not  drag  its  slow  length  along  for 
ever.  It  had  become  patent  to  the  surrounding 
residents  that  the  cord  with  which  the  Church 
had  bound  Sir  George  and  his  wife  must  break ; 
and  society  judged  not  in  vain. 

It  was  Christmas  Eve ! Even  passers-by, 
though  on  pleasure  bent,  lost  their  gaiety  in  the 
gloom-laden  atmosphere  of  the  entrance  gate. 
Some  ghoul  of  misery  seemed  to  blight  the  heart 
of  foot  passengers  as  they  trod  with  muffled  feet 
the  carpet  of  snow.  Six  o’clock  in  the  evening 
was  announced  by  the  booming  clock  of  the  paria'n 
church.  The  garden-owl  in  the  ivy-covered 
outhouse  screeched  mournfully ; the  watch- 
dog wailed  and  yelled  in  his  kennel ; the 
hoarse  wind  howled  and  moaned  as  its 
bleak  and  chilling  breath  swept  over 
the  cold  mantle  of  the  earth — the  crusted 
snow ; and  the  dried  and  sapless  trees 
creaked  and  groaned  under  the  strain 
of  the  bitter  blast.  The  servants — house 
keeper,  coachman,  footman,  and  the  maids 
had,  two  hours  ago,  gone  to  church,  some 
distance  from  the  hall.  In  those  days,  Christ  ■ 
mas  Eve  services  were  conducted  earlier 
than  is  the  case  now — bad  roads,  the  absence 
of  lamps,  and  the  habit  of  retiring  sooner 
than  is  our  modern  custom,  contributing  to 
the  adoption  of  this  practice.  Sir  George 
occupied  his  library ; his  wife  kept  to  her 
boudoir;  these  two  personages  were  the  only 
occupants  of  the  hall  for  the  time  being. 
Doubtless,  it  was  known  in  advance  that  all 
the  servants  would  be  absent  for  some  hours 
on  this  particular  occasion,  so  minimising 
the  difficulty  of  concerting  a scheme  of  action  to 
which  the  servants  would  be  no  parties,  and  of 
which  they  would  be  ignorant  as  well  as  innocent. 

A mystic  hackney  coach  arrived  at  the  hall  gates, 
the  coachman  having  received  instructions  to  fetch 
Lady  Pyke.  Her  movements  and  intentions  were 
usually  kept  secret,  so  that,  even  if  the  servants 
had  been  at  borne,  this  unexpected  event  would 
not  have  created  surprise  ; nor  was  any 
concern  manifested  afterwards  on  this  par- 
ticular point.  The  bell  was  not  rung,  for  the 
arrival  was  anticipated,  and  the  door  of  the  hall 
was  opened  immediately.  The  intended  traveller, 
dressed  in  coarse  cloth  and  furs,  with  large 
bonnet  and  thick  veil — a not  unusual  winter  dress 
— stepped  into  the  carriage  unattended.  A light 
whisper  of  instruction  to  the  coachman  to  drive 
to  the  corner  of  a lane  within  a few  bundled 
vards  of  the  church,  was  given.  AVhy  the  pas- 
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senger  wished  to  avoid  the  church  gates  was  a 
mystery  to  the  driver  ; but  a liberal  fee  (without 
an  accompanying  word)  silenced  inquiry,  and  the 
coach  was  quickly  on  its  way  home. 

On  the  following  morning  the  lady  of  the 
house  was  missing  ; indeed,  her  attendant  maid, 
on  returning  fi'om  church  on  the  previous  night, 
not  finding  her  ladyship  in  the  boudoir,  had 
assumed  that  her  mistress  had  gone  to  bed  with 
a fit  of  the  sulks.  The  bedroom  was  now  found 
to  be  untenanted ; some  of  the  lady’s  clothing 
was  missed,  and  so  was  her  nagging,  bickering 
tongue.  A neighbour  had  seen  a hackney  coach 
leave  the  hall  at  about  sis  o’clock  the  previous 
evening,  and  the  servants  felt  relieved  of  their 
chief  trouble.  The  news  had  been  broken  to  Sir 
George  over  breakfast — he  usually  took  his  first 
meal  alone.  The  baronet  exjn-essed  surprise  at  the 
news,  remarking  that  he  found  the  hall  door  ajar 
shortly  after  sis  on  the  previous  evening,  and 
attributed  the  fact  to  negligence  on  the  part  of 
the  last  of  the  servants  leaving  for  church.  That 
his  face  was  flushed  and  his  system  quickly 
unnerved  might  have  been  expected  ; for 
nothing  upsets  the  human  frame  so  (juickly  as 
mystery. 

Three  days  passed  away : no  tidings  of  the 
missing  lady  came  to  hand.  She  had  not  been 
seen  at  church  ; she  had  not  confided  in  any  friend 
or  servant,  so  far  as  was  known.  Scandal  soon 
whispered  that  there  was  a lover  in  the  case;  and, 
with  the  speed  of  Mercury,  the  story  that  a skilful 
elopement  had  been  carried  out  was  spoken  of  as 
freely  as  though  it  were  a known  fact.  This  view 
was  the  more  readily  adopted  for  the  reason  that 
the  butler  was  away  from  the  hall,  he  having,  a 
few  days  before,  obtained  from  his  master  leave 
to  spend  the  Christmas  holidays  among  his  friends 
in  some  ]irovincial  town.  This  scandal  partly 
broke  down  on  the  butler’s  return,  except  among 
the  more  pertinacious  scandalmongers,  who  saw 
in  this  fact  a hoodwinking  arrangement.  That 
butler  had  a poor  time  of  it ; whether  or  not  he 
was  “pure  as  ice  and  chaste  as  snow,’’  he  could 
“ not  escape  calumny.’’ 

Some  months  passed  away;  the  baronet  appeared 
to  have  wrapt  himself  in  gloom,  and  to  have 
become  taciturn.  Neighbours  called  to  console 
him ; but  he  viewed  them  all  as  being  actuated 
by  a desire  to  gather  information  for  the  purpose 
of  society  gossip.  There  was  only  one  way  of 
escape  from  the  dilemma — to  go  abroad.  Speaking 
to  his  butler,  he  said  : 

“Herbert,  I have  made  up  my  mind  to  seek 
change  of  air  and  scene,  and  particularly  to  avoid 
friends  and  neighbours;  for  aught  I know  they 
may  be  well-wishers,  but  they  are  troublesome 
and  jiertinacious  in  their  visits  and  inquiries.  I 
leave  you  in  charge.  Very  few  servants  will  be 
necessary  to  keep  the  place  in  repair.  As  it  is 
my  intention  to  return  at  some  convenient  time, 
you  will  see  that  everything  is  kept  in  order ; 
and  also  take  care  not  to  answer  impertinent 
inquiries.  You  may  have  your  family  to  live 
here  during  my  absence.  You  have  sole  control 
over  everything  within  the  hall,  and  are  expected 
to  re]iort  faithfully  to  me  as  to  the  doings  of  the 
keeper,  the  gardeners,  and  all  who  may  be  em- 
ployed. In  fact,  I constitute  you  stew^ard ; you 
will  have  to  ]iay  wages,  discharge  liabilities,  and 
keeji  a faithful  account  of  all  things.  Arrange- 
ments will  be  made  with  my  bankers  to  furnish 
you  with  the  necessary  means  of  performing  your 
task.  In  proportion  to  your  fidelity  will  be  your 
reward.  Further,  Miss  Sparkle  will  call  to  see 
you  occasionally  ; treat  her  with  the  respect  due  to 
her.  She  was  a close  friend  of  your  late  mistress, 
and  1 don’t  like  to  close  the  hall  absolutely  against 
her.’’ 

“ Thank  you,  sir,’’  remarked  Herbert,  “ I am 
proud  to  have  such  confidence  placed  in  me, 
especially  after  such  unpleasant  rumours  having 
been  circulated  about  me  in  the  neighbourhood, 
'riiis  will  show  the  people  round  here  that  you,  at 
least,  do  not  share  their  opinions.” 

“Herbert,”  said  the  baronet,  “I  am  jjerfectly 
satisfied  of  your  innocence.  My  knowledge  of 
Lady  Pyke  and  her  movements  is  a safer  guide  to 
truth  in  this  matter  than  are  all  the  suspicions  of 
a gossijiing,  but  ignorant,  world.” 

yir  George  was  about  to  dismiss  his  new 
steward  in  order  to  attend  hurriedly  to  some 
other  business,  including  the  discharge  of  a 
number  of  unnecessary  sei-vants,  each  of  whom 
^vould  receive  a liljei’al  douceur  as  compensation 


in  the  shape  of  a year’s  wages.  But  Herbert 
detained  his  master,  saying  : “ There  is  just  one 
matter,  sir,  which  has  troubled  my  mind  ever 
since  that  unfortunate  morning  when  Lady  Pyke 
was  missed.  You  will  wonder  that  I had  not 
named  it  sooner.  I was  about  to  do  it  at  the 
time,  but  a choking  in  the  throat  stopped  me ; 
and  I took  that  as  a warning  to  hold  my  tongue.” 

“ What  was  that,  Herbert  ? ” the  baronet 
asked. 

“ Well,  sir,”  replied  the  steward,  “ I noticed 
that  the  snow  was  disturbed  by  footmarks  at  the 
back  of  the  hall,  leading  in  the  direction  away 
from  the  library  window,  and  I wondered 
whether  her  ladyship  had  gone  in  that  direction, 
but  that  did  not  square  with  the  report  of  the 
hackney  coach  going  away  at  the  front.  I 
wondered  if  the  story  about  the  coach  was  an 
invention.” 

“ Oh,  for  that  matter,”  replied  Sir  George,  “ I 
have  no  doubt  about  the  coach  stoi’y  being  true, 
for  I heard  the  noise  of  wheels  myself  at  about 
six  o’clock.  You  see,  as  all  the  servants  went  to 
church  at  four  o’clock,  there  would  be  plenty  of 
time  for  a scheming  woman  to  trample  the  snow 
down  for  the  purpose  of  misleading  us,  probably 
imagining  that  no  one  would  see  the  coach,  and 
that  we  should  never  hear  of  the  arrival  and 
departure  of  the  vehicle  in  this  isolated  place.  I 
should  say  that  the  snow  path  was  made  for  a 
ruse.” 

“ Yes,  sir,”  remarked  Herbert,  “but  the  foot- 
prints did  not  ai^pear  to  be  those  of  a woman.” 

“ AVell,  well,  Herbert,”  said  the  baronet,  “its  too 
late  to  investigate  that  matter,  as  the  footprints 
no  longer  exist.  If  we  were  to  set  that  theory  up 
now,  people  would  invent  some  new  scandal  to 
your  detriment.  Y'ou  had  better  let  the  matter 
rest — let  sleeping  dogs  lie ; I am  heartily  sick  of 
the  whole  business,  and  hope  it  may  not  be 
revived,  for  scandal  has  a thousand  tongues,  and 
every  new  explanation  will  set  them  all  wagging 
together.  Keep  your  secret,  I shall  not  reveal 
it.” 

Then,  after  seeing  the  servants  all  round,  he 
dispatched  a message  to  Miss  Sparkle  (who 
had  been  on  exceedingly  intimate  terms  with 
Lady  Pyke),  asking  her  to  see  him.  On  her 
arrival,  she  was  shown  into  the  library,  where 
Sir  George  was  engaged  filing  a list  of  docu- 
ments, including  his  last  will  and  testament.  The 
door  was  closed  and  locked,  and  a private  conver- 
sation in  a subdued  tone  was  continued  for  about 
an  hour.  The  housekeeper,  curious  beyond  the 
average  of  her  sex,  listened  for  a long  time  at  the 
keyhole,  but  could  learn  nothing  except  a slight 
shriek  from  the  baronet,  as  though  he  had  been 
startled  by  the  sight  of  something  uncanny.  It 
was  clear  to  the  eavesdropper  (from  an  ejacula- 
tion which  she  had  heard)  that  he  had  seen  the 
vision  of  a hand  pointing  from  the  library  in  the 
direction  of  the  woodland,  and  some  rnutterings 
were  heard  from  Sir  George’s  lips  about  foot- 
prints in  the  snow;  but  these  were  unintelligible 
to  her  mind.  *As  the  woman  was  to  be  retained 
in  her  situation,  she  deemed  silence  to  be  the 
trump  card,  and  kept  it  up  her  sleeve.  At  one 
time  she  had  feared  that  Lady  Pike’s  confidential 
friend  might  be  installed  in  charge  of  the  hall, 
but,  having  just  recently  been  informed  that  she 
herself  would  be  retained,  her  mind  was 
comforted  on  that  score.  This  fact  alone 
prompted  her  to  count  silence  as  prudence 
respecting  the  mysterious  utterance  of  which  she 
had  been  a listener.  Whatever  was  the  nature  of 
that  secret  interview  did  not  further  trans])ire. 

Miss  Sparkle  left  the  hall.  Sir  George  departed 
the  next  day,  and  did  not  communicate  with  any 
of  his  neighbours.  This  absence  was  looked  upon 
as  a mystery,  and  as  possibly  betokening  insanity. 
The  new  steward  refused  toauswer  inquiries,  and 
steadfastly  kept  secret  the  whereabouts  of  his 
master,  although  regularly  in  communication 
with  him. 

The  Restokation — A Scheming  Angler. 

Christmas  Eve  again  (two  years  later).  The 
baronet  had  sought  solace  and  change  in  sunny 
Italy,  where  Lake  Como  charms  the  visitor  with 
its  lovely  surroundings  ; in  rugged  Switzerland, 
where  snow-capped  Alps  tower  seemingly  to  the 
skies  ; in  fertile  Savoy,  where  a rural  population 
lead  peaceful  lives;  in  fruitful  Germany,  where 
the  grand  old  Rhine  laves  the  feet  of  vine-clad 
slopes  and  castle-topped  hills.  Winter  had  now 


set  its  white  seal  on  the  metropolis,  and  the 
wanderer  had  arranged  by  correspondence  with 
his  steward  to  send  out,  in  the  baronet’s  name, 
invitations  to  certain  neighbours  and  friends  to 
join  him  in  a festive  gathering  on  Christmas  Eve, 
at  6 p.m.  The  object  was  stated  to  be  the  wiping 
out  of  memory  his  past  troubles,  and  the  inaugura- 
tion of  a new  career  under  more  favourable 
circumstances.  The  ai-rangements  included  an 
angling /vie  on  the  lake,  for  such  of  his  friends  as 
wished  to  devote  themselves  to  that  sport  during 
the  day  (for  the  lake  had  nob  been  fished  for 
years,  and  was  doubtless  rich  with  pike),  an 
evening  bampiet,  to  be  followed  by  music  and 
illuminations.  The  day  arrived.  Several  ardent 
anglers  accepted  the  day’s  sport,  and  took 
possession  of  the  boats ; but  nearly  all  the  ladies 
deferred  their  arrival  until  late  in  the  afternoon, 
arriving  soon  enough  to  inaugurate  a gossip  in 
one  of  the  rooms  in  the  hall. 

Lady  Lure,  widow  of  a deceased  knight  and 
owner  of  an  estate  heavily  encumbered,  who 
sought  to  restore  her  fortune  through  her 
daughter,  was  first  among  the  visitors  of  her  own 
sex  ; for  she  had  “ business  on  hand,”  such  business 
being  that  of  securing  a tete  d tete  with  Sir  George, 
and  to  show  off  her  offspring  (without  the 
damaging  effect  of  rivalry)  before  other  ladies 
should  arrive  on  the  scene.  In  this  project  she 
was  foiled,  as  the  master  of  the  estate  had  joined 
the  fishing  party  on  the  lake.  The  weather  was 
cold,  but  just  of  that  kind  which  well-clad  anglers 
delight  in — a day  when  the  fresh-water  shark 
appears  to  be  less  fastidious  in  the  choice  of  a 
tempting  bait  than  is  the  case  either  on  warm  or 
extremely  bitter  days.  Lady  Lure  was  a fine,  tall, 
commanding  dame — clever,  tactical,  persuasive, 
and  no  stranger  to  cunning.  Her  daughter 
ranked  among  the  attractive  young  ladies  of 
society,  and  had  just  been  presented  at  Court, 
and  so  had  “ come  out.”  This  visit  to  Pyke 
Hall  was  her  first  essay  in  free  festivity.  With  a 
simpering,  yet  withal  pleasing  manner,  rich 
dress  and  jewels,  and  a good  auburn  coiffure,  she 
put  in  the  shade  many  a rival  for  the  golden 
opinions  of  eligible  gentlemen.  Innocence 
appeared  to  be  stamped  on  her  brow ; but  her 
mother,  who  chaperoned  her,  had  sufficient  skill 
in  “ prospecting  ” to  serve  for  two. 

Here  were  mother  and  daughter  on  a special 
mission,  to  be  worked  out  on  up-to-date  methods  ; 
probably  they  were  not  without  rivals  in  the  same 
field,  and  after  the  same  quarry.  The  deft 
matron  lost  no  opportunity  in  giving  the  young 
charmer  an  object  lesson ; and  Pyke  Park,  with 
its  graceful  trees,  its  long  sweeps  of  greensward, 
and,  above  all,  the  extensive  lake  covering  fifty 
acres,  and  reputed  to  be  thick  with  pike  and 
perch,  was  a happy  school  in  which  to  train  her 
pupil.  On  the  north  bank  of  the  lake  the  two 
ladies  (rolled  in  furs), occupied  a rustic  ornamental 
seat,  from  which  they  could  view,  through  a gap 
in  the  remnant  reeds,  the  operations  of  the  fishing 
party,  whose  spoi't  was  not  “ Love’s  labour 
lost,”  for  the  boats  already  gave  evidence  of 
treasure  trove.  Sir  George  constituted  the 
central  figure,  and  was  just  on  the  verge  of 
showing  his  prowess.  Here  was  a golden 
opportunity  for  the  wily  matron,  a double- 
barrelled  chance  of  commenting  on  the  sport  qua 
sport,  and  for  using  the  central  figure  by  way  of 
illustration  in  connection  with  her  well-studied 
lesson  to  Miss  Lure.  Scarcely  had  the  ladies 
taken  their  seats,  when  one  of  the  large  floats 
was  seen  to  dib,  dib,  dib,  then  to  glide  gracefully 
below  the  surface  as  if  never  to  rise  again.  The 
angler  was  soon  engaged  in  the  tug-of-war  with 
a vigorous'  pike,  which  struggled  for  freedom 
from  the  steel  hooks  fastened  in  the  tempting  bait. 
As  though  Fate  had  ruled  the  matter,  the  good 
fortune  fell  to  the  rod  of  the  baronet. 

“Now,”  said  Lady  Lure  to  her  not  unwilling 
pupil,  “just  watch  the  process  of  fighting  with 
the  fish,  and  miss  not  a single  move.  The  hooks 
intended  for  the  palate  of  the  pike  are  baited  with 
a bright  silvery  dace,  no  doubt.  How  do  I know 
Why,  my  dear,  I was  a practised  angler  before 
yourdear  father  honoured  me  with  hand  and  heart. 
Have  I not  baited  many  a hook,  and  seen  many  a 
float  disappear  beneath  the  surface — perhaps  to 
rise  again  through  the  mismanagement  of  the 
angler,  or  owing  to  the  clumsiness  or  weakues.s 
of  the  tackle,  or  through  the  superior  adroitness 
of  the  fish  in  the  sublime  art  of  getting  dis- 
entangled? It  is  a race  of  strength  and  skill 
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between  the  angler  ami  his  prey — with  the  old 
adage  about  the  slip,  the  cup,  and  the  lip  well- 
ing up.  We  shall  now  see  a specimen  of  Sir 
George’s  skill  or  bungling,  whichever  it  may 
bo  ; and,  mark  me,  the  baronet  will  cover  himself 
with  glory,  if  I may  judge  from  the  cool  and 
careful  manner  in  which  he  sets  about  his  task. 
There ! note  carefully  his  action,  for  his  method 
of  procedure,  my  dear,  may  be  a good  practical 
lesson  for  yourself.  You,  too,  are  angling,  and 
must  act  coolly  at  the  outset,  if  you  would  avoid 
losing  the  prize  through  blundering.  See,  dear, 
he  has  struck  his  rod  sideways  to  fix  the  hooks 
firmly  in  the  pike’s  mouth ; now  he  winds  the 
line  on  his  reel  to  draw  the  fish,  then  pays  line  out 
to  beguile  it  into  a seeming  truce.  All  this 
means  a process  of  either  exhausting  the  fish  or 
breaking  the  tackle  ; and  if  the  pike  succeeds  in 
getting  entangled  in  strong  weeds  or  in  a deep 
hole,  there  may  be  trouble  in  store  for  the  angler. 
Meanwhile  the  fish  hopes  for  freedom,  owing  to 
the  slackening  of  the  line,  and  so  lives  in  a fool’s 
paradise.  Now  for  the  final  struggle ; it  is  a 
competition  in  strength  and  smartness.  The  fish 
darts  and  dashes  about  for  liberty  as  he  is  being 
drawn  up  to  the  boat.  It  is  too  heavy  to  be 
“ landed,”  as  the  process  is  called ; its  weight 
would  break  the  strongest  line  or  rod.  See,  one 
of  the  gentleman  goes  to  assist  Sir  George  by 
putting  forth  a large  net  (which  is  kept  open  by  a 
large  iron  ring)  at  the  end  of  a long  rod  ! Now 
he  places  the  net  underneath  the  fish,  lifts  it 
triumphantly  into  the  boat,  and  lands  It  with  the 
landing  net.” 

The  ladies  then  meandered  in  the  direction  of 
the  hall,  after  clapping  their  hands  to  signify 
their  share  in  the  general  joy  over  the  capture, 
Lady  Lure  pondering,  “ I must  now  enforce  my 
lessonbefore  we  reach  the  chattering  women,  who 
have  probably  gathered  by  this  time  in  the  hall, 
and  begun  to  feast  from  their  dish  of  scandal.” 
Proceeding  to  drill  her  pupil  in  the  delicate  study 
of  husbandry,  she  remarked : “ Now,  my  dear,  I 
am  about  to  point  a moral,  it  is  for  you  to  adorn 
the  tale  by  successful  manipulation.  You  have 
set  your  heart — or  I have  for  you — on  angling 
for  the  owner  of  these  domains.  Sir  George  is 
the  fish,  you  are  the  angler  ; your  dress,  jewels, 
manners,  and  accomplishments  constitute  the 
bait ; your  hooks  must  not  be  too  easily  seen. 
As  the  bait  darts  about  and  scintillates  in  the 
water,  and  so  attracts  she  attention  of  the  pike, 
so  must  you  employ  your  arts  of  fascination  to 
hook  the  baronet.  As  soon  as  you  discover  that 
he  has  taken  the  bait,  strike  sharply  and  hold 
firmly ; if  he  afterwards  appears  timid  or 
cautious,  as  though  fearing  self- committal,  pay 
out  a little  line,  humour  him,  as  he  did  the  pike, 
beguiling  him  with  the  prospect  of  disentangle- 
ment ; but,  above  all,  keep  cool,  have  your  line 
and  rod  well  under  command,  humour  him  by 
playing  him  into  the  fool’s  paradise ; then  wind 
up  when  you  think  he  becomes  too  restive,  and — 
when  you  have  brought  him  close  up — call  me  in 
to  wield  the  landing  net.” 

And  here  the  “ moral  ” lesson  ended,  as  the 
ladies  entered  the  hall  lo  be  divested  of  their  furs 
and  to  join  the  bevy  of  visitors  of  their  own  sex, 
who  gladly  received  this  new  addition  to  their 
strength  at  a time  when  the  limited  material  for 
gossip  had  almost  become  exhausted.  But  the 
new  arrivals  soon  discovered  a theme  for  discom- 
fort ; one  of  the  installed  guests — a Miss  Sparkle 
— appeared  to  be  more  conversant  than  the  rest 
with  the  affairs  of  the  household,  and  had  all  the 
affairs  of  the  hall  “ at  her  fingers’  ends.”  They 
learned  by  degrees  that  Miss  Sparkle  had  heen  a 
conjidanie  of  the  lost  Lady  Pike — it  might  be  said 
the  late  Lady  Pike,  for  common  consent  had 
accepted  the  case  as  of  suicide  or  worse,  seeing 
that  the  butler,  who  had  been  originally  adjudged 
an  accomplice  in  the  matter  of  elopement,  now 
appeared  to  be  innocent.  So  seclusive  was  Lady 
Pike  that  her  private  connections  and  friendships 
were  unknown  to  the  outer  world;  hence  the 
ignorance  on  the  part  of  the  assembled  guests  as 
to  the  exact  position  formerly  held  by  Miss 
Sparkle,  and  almost  as  to  the  existence  of  such  a 
person.  Some  glances  were  exchanged,  and  even 
whispers  were  not  absolutely  suppressed  on  the 
part  of  Lady  and  Miss  Lure  as  to  the  familiarity 
of  this  visitor  with  the  titled  widower — a fami- 
liarity that  marred  their  hopes  of  success  and 
foreshadowed  wreckage  of  their  newly-wrought 
scheme. 


The  Banquet  Table — A Revelation. 

The  guests  had  been  summoned  by  “ that 
tocsin  of  the  soul — the  dinner  bell.”  The  ladies 
were  escorted  by  the  gentlemen,  and  all  were 
quickly  seated  around  the  board.  .Flowers,  holly, 
and  mistletoe  were  profuse ; the  walls  were  graced 
by  antlers,  tusks,  and  other  trojihios  of  the  chase, 
and  glittering  lamps  brightened  the  gay  scene. 
Sir  George  took  his  seat  at  the  head  of  the  table, 
with  Miss  Sparkle  for  his  vis-a-vis.  This 
favoured  position  accorded  to  the  envied  and 
suspicious  beauty  prompted  no  small  amount  of 
concern  among  the  daughters  of  Eve,  and  con- 
spicuously in  the  minds  of  Lady  and  Miss  Lure. 
The  green-eyed  monster  was  already  asserting 
itself  in  that  quarter,  jealousy  losing  none  of  its 
wrath  over  the  display  of  that  gem  which  dangled 
from  Miss  Sparkle’s  shapely  wrist.  The  carol 
singers  on  the  lawn  had  just  concluded  a lay  of 
welcome,  when  the  dishes  were  about  to  be 
uncovered.  Suddenly,  the  atmosphere  became 
gloomy,  the  lamps  lent  but  a dim  light ; strange 
knockings  were  heard  in  the  walls  ; a cool  wave, 
as  is  common  in  psychical  seances,  passed  across 
the  brows  of  the  guests.  In  the  murkiness 
caused  by  the  lowering  of  the  lamps,  a ghostly 
chattering  overhead  drew  attention  to  a gentle 
hand  with  tapered  fingers,  the  wrist  bearing  a 
rich  gold  bracelet  with  a suspended  jewel.  All 
eyes  wandered  to  the  gemmed  wrist  of  the  lady 
who  sat  at  the  further  end  of  the  table,  and  notes 
of  comparison  were  made  mentally  by  the  awe- 
stricken visitors. 

The  fore-finger  of  the  Apparition  Hand  pointed 
towards  the  door  of  the  library  behind  the 
baronet,  which  position  it  held  until  Sir  George 
staggered  into  the  room  and  locked  the  door 
inside,  when  the  hand  gradually  dissolved, 
followed  by  a sudden  flickering  and  renewed 
brilliancy  on  the  part  of  the  lamps.  Language 
cannot  describe  the  wild  glances  cast  on  Miss 
Sparkle,  nor  the  confused  behaviour  of  the  whole 
party.  Shrieks  and  swoons  among  the  hysterical 
women,  smothered  curses  among  the  men— chaos 
reigned  supreme  for  nearly  thirty  niinutes, 
following  which  the  lamps  again  became  dim,  and 
loud  raps  were  heard  on  the  library  door, 
accompanied  by  a chuckle  of  satisfaction,  seem- 
ingly from  the  voice  of  a female  within  the  next 
room.  Suddenly,  the  library  door  flew  open,  and 
the  braver  among  the  male  guests  ventured  into 
the  room,  where  again  the  Apparition  Hand 
pointed  towards  the  window  for  a few  seconds, 
and  then  vanished.  On  the  floor,  stretched  at  full 
length,  was  the  body  of  the  baronet,  lifeless,  with 
a bundle  of  papers  peering  from  the  left  side  of 
his  waistcoat. 

Let  us  pass  over  the  process  of  the  departure 
of  the  guests — all,  except  the  one  lady  who 
formed  a leading  theme  of  conversation ; she  had 
fallen  in  a state  of  coma,  and  not  even  one  of  the 
gentlemen  would  compromise  himself  by  remain- 
ing to  show  his  gallantry. 

On  the  morrow  the  steward  sought  the  coroner, 
and  arranged  for  an  inquest.  No  wounds  being 
found  on  the  corpse,  a post-mortem  examination 
was  made,  and  a most  diligent  search-test  failed 
to  discover  even  a trace  of  poison.  The  verdict 
was  “ Died  from  affection  of  the  heart.”  The 
steward  produced  a memorandum  found  among 
the  papers  taken  from  the  breast  of  the  deceased, 
which,  in  a few  words,  revealed  the  fact  that  Sir 
George  had  spent  the  first  hour  on  that  Christmas 
Eve,  when  the  servants  were  at  church,  in 
murdering  his  wife  by  a process  of  suffocation  in 
her  boudoir.  This  method  was  adopted  as  being 
best  calculated  to  avoid  noise  and  bloodshed. 
Then  he  carried  the  corpse  through  the  library, 
opened  the  folding  window-doors,  passed  over  the 
snow  to  the  woodland,  and  deposited  his  burden 
in  the  ice-house,  that  building  (seldom  visited) 
being  the  least  likely  to  reveal  the  ghastly  secret ; 
and  there  his  victim  seemed  to  deride  and  convict 
him,  for  the  right  hand  was  raised  and  the  fore- 
finger pointed  towards  his  face.  This  attitude 
disturbed  his  vision  more  than  did  the  memory 
of  the  foul  deed  which  he  had  perpetrated.  So, 
impulsively,  he  seized  the  axe,  kept  in  the  building 
to  break  nogs  of  ice  (the  modern  method  of  using 
spikes  was  not  then  in  vogue),  chopped  off  the 
offending  hand,  and  left  it  at  the  side  of  the 
corpse.  Back  to  the  hall  he  went  and  attired 
himself  in  one  of  the  lady’s  winter  dresses,  with 
bonnet  and  veil,  ready  for  the  arrival  of  the 
hackney  coach,  which  had  been  ordered  from  a 


distant  neighbourhood  in  the  name  of  his  wife. 
In  the  guise  of  a woman  he  was  conveyed  to  the 
corner  of  a lonely  lane,  where  the  driver  was 
discharged  and  liberally  paid.  The  return  by 
unfrequented  paths  to  the  hall  was  effected  on 
foot,  matters  were  put  in  order,  himself  being 
ensconced  in  the  library  before  the  servants 
returned  from  the  protracted  service.  The 
steward,  on  being  asked  by  the  coroner  to  produce 
the  remaining  papers  from  the  bundle,  declined 
to  comply,  on  the  ground  that  they  were  of  a 
testamentary  character,  and  would  be  dealt  with 
in  the  usual  way  by  the  executors.  He  made  no 
reference  to  the  snow-trodden  path  at  the  back 
of  the  hall,  lest  he  should  be  accused  as  accessory 
after  the  fact. 

“Thou  Shalt  not  Escape  Calumny.” 

Probate  was  effected ; the  steward  and  Miss 
Sparkle  being  the  executors  named  in  the  will — a 
sum  of  £2000  was  left  to  the  former,  and  the 
residue  of  the  estate  to  the  latter.  Scandal- 
mongers and  gossips  then  had  a new  field  in 
which  to  sow  and  mow  and  reap.  Where  could 
that  “ creature,”  Miss  Sparkle,  have  been  during 
the  period  of  the  baronet’s  absence  P Had  the 
baronet  really  been  abroad  as  pretended ; and  why 
was  the  steward  so  reticent  as  to  his  master’s 
whereabouts  ? Further,  they  asked,  did  not  the 
provisions  of  the  will  implicate  both  steward  and 
lady  friend  as  parties,  in  knowledge,  to  the  crime  P 
Again,  how  came  Miss  Sparkle  by  that  costly 
bracelet,  the  semblance  of  which  was  seen  on  the 
wrist  of  the  Apparition  Hand  P Had  the  murderer 
really  chopped  the  wrist  of  his  victim  in  order  to 
secure  that  bracelet  for  a present  to  his  guilty 
paramour  P All  these  questions  were  duly 
answered  by  the  gossips  to  suit  their  own  views. 
In  vain  Miss  Sparkle  claimed  that  Lady  Pyke 
had,  when  they  were  companions,  made  her  a 
present  of  that  jewel.  This  explanation  aggravated 
those  who  believed  it  into  vowing  that  the 
Apparition  Hand  furnished  evidence  of  jealousy 
against  Miss  Sparkle  and  the  baronet. 

To  dwell  in  that  hot-bed  of  scandal  was 
impossible.  The  estate  was  sold  privately ; Miss 
Sparkle  entered  a convent,  giving  all  her  wealth 
to  the  institution.  In  the  archives  of  that  convent 
the  jewel  was  kept  as  one  of  the  romantic  posses- 
sions, and  probably — through  the  confessional — 
the  secret  lies  there  too. 


MATLOCK  AND  CROMFORD 
ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 


The  trout  breeding  establishment  of  the 
Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association,  the 
rearing  tanks  connected  with  which  are  shown 
in  the  illustration,  is  situated  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  noted  River  Derwent,  in  that  portion  of  the 
Matlock  Bath  Lovers’  Walks  which  is  reserved 
within  the  private  grounds  of  Willersley  Castle, 
the  seat  of  F.  C.  Arkwright,  Esq. 

The  hatchery,  which  does  not  appear  in  the 
picture,  is  situated  in  a charming  position  about 
200  yards  higher  up  the  river,  under  the  shade  of 
a venerable  yew,  and  nestling  beneath  a perpen- 
dicular limestone  cliff  of  about  250ft.  in  height. 
The  hatching  troughs  are  suiiplied  from  a never- 
failing  pellucid  spring,  issuing  from  the  rock  20ft. 
above  the  level  of  the  riper,  and  which  main- 
tains throughout  the  year  a constant  temperature 
of  50deg. 

This  water  has  been  found  to  be  admirably 
adapted  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  used,  as 
during  the  last  nine  years,  without  the  slightest 
filtration,  and  with  the  ova  laid  down  on  gravel, 
no  sediment  has  ever  been  found  to  deposit  on  the 
ova,  and  the  fry  have  always  proved  strong  and 
vigorous. 

Immediately  on  the  right  of  the  illustration  rise 
almost  perpendicularly  the  Cat  Torr  Rocks,  a 
continuation  of  the  same  cliff  that  overhangs  the 
hatchery.  These  rocks  are  clothed  with  a luxu- 
riant growth  of  forest  trees,  intermingled  with  yew 
and  holly,  with  ivy  and  Alpine  plants  mantiing  the 
cliffs,  and  one  cannot  but  wonder,  as  we  see  the 
massive  trunks  anchored  to  the  rocks  by  their 
twisted  roots,  which  penetrate  every  crack  and 
cranny,  from  whence  they  derive  their  nourish- 
ment. When  these  trees  are  clad  with  foliage,  be 
it  spring,  summer,  or  autumn,  with  the  white  lime- 
stone rocks  towering  up  amongst  them,  and  the 
charming  river  rushing  beneath,  they  form  such  a 
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picture  of  sylvan  beauty  ns  is  seldom  seen,  and 
cannot  be  excelled.  No  more  appropriate  place 
could  be  found  for  the  nursery  of  that  fish  for 
which  Derbyshire  has  been  famous  from  the  days 
of  Walton  and  Cotton. 

The  rearing  tanks,  as  will  be  seen  in  the 
illustration,  are  six  in  number.  Into  the  three 
first,  whicli  are  inclosed  with  wire  netting  to 
keep  off  the  kingfishers,  the  fry  are  introduced  as 
soon  as  they  begin  to  feed  well. 

When  the  fry  arrive  at  the  yearling  stage  they 
are  transferred  into  the  two  first  of  the  three 
lower  tanks,  where  they  remain  for  another  year, 
to  be  then  put  into  the  river. 

'I'he  lowest  tank  is  occnjDied  by  stock  fi.sh.  The 
dimensions  of  the  tanks  are  d4f t.  by  ICft.  by  5ft.  Gin. 
They  are  strongly  built  of  stone  and  brick,  well 
grouted  and  lined  with  cement.  Bach  tank  is 
sujiplied  with  a valve  l)y  which  it  can  be  erajitied 
independently  of  the  others.  They  are  fed  with 
water  by  an  iron  ])ipelaid  into  the  river  above  the 
famous  Masson  Weir,  which  occupies  the  centre  of 
the  pictni-e.  The  weir  forms  the  dam  for  the 
mills  originally  erected  by  Sir  Richard  Arkwright, 
being  the  mills  in  which  the  factory  system  of 
working  was  first  developed.  The  mills,  which  do 
not  a]ipcar  in  the  jiicture,  occupy  a position  on  the 
left  on  the  other  bank  of  the  river,  and  it  is  interest- 


SALMON  IN  NORWAY. 


By  Mr.  W.  E.  Archer,  F.R.S.E., 
Ins})ecior  of  Salmon  Fisheries  of  Scotland. 

We  have  much  pleasure  in  being  able  to  give 
oiir  readers  a portrait  of  Mr.  W.  E.  Archer, 
E.R.S.E.,  Inspector  of  Salmon  Fisheries  of 
Scotland,  also  a view  of  his  house  in  Norway, 
taken  by  Mr.  Paul  Lange,  whose  recently- 
published  charming  photogravures,  entitled 
“ Pictures  in  Norway,”  have  never  been  ef(ualled. 

Mr.  Archer  applied  himself  for  eight  years 
(1884-181*2)  to  the  study  of  the  salmon  fisheries  of 
Norway ; he  published  some  of  his  experiences 
in  the  Field,  and  more  fully  recently  in  the 
annual  report  of  the  Fishery  Board  of  Scotland, 
from  which  report  we  give  the  following 
extracts  : — 

Natural  Conditioxs  of  the  Salmon  Fisheries 
OF  Norway. 

The  conditions  affeoting  the  .salmon  fisheries  of 
Norway  are  so  entirely  difllerent  from  those 
prevailing  in  this  country,  both  as  regards  the 
right  of  salmon  fishing  and  the  means  employed 
for  taking  salmon,  as  well  as  the  climatic 
influences  under  which  fish  life  exists,  that  I feel 
it  would  be  misleading  to  enter  at  once  into  an 


the  rivers,  appear  to  hug  the  shore,  drifting  with 
the  backstreams  formed  by  the  promontories 
rather  than  taking  their  course  up  the  centre  of 
the  fjords,  which  enables  them  to  be  caught  in 
large  numbers  by  means  of  bag-nets.  These  bag- 
nets  are  made  fast  on  one  side  to  the  shore  and 
on  the  other  to  buoys  moored  in  deep  water. 
Once  fixed,  if  the  situation  is  protected,  they 
re<(uire  little  or  no  attention,  beyond  occasional 
attendance  to  remove  the  fish  which  may  have 
been  caught.  It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  when 
they  were  first  introduced  ; probably  about  1825, 
as  in  1830  they  were  in  use  at  the  entrance  to 
Bukn  Fjord  near  Stavanger,  d’he  first  year  any 
official  return  of  their  number  was  made  was  in 
1870,  when  there  were  798,  since  which  date  they 
have  increased  rapidly.  In  187G  they  had 
increased  in  numlier  to  1714,  in  1880  to  2002,  in 
1883  to  237G,  whilst  in  1886  the  nmnber  from  the 
Russian  frontier  in  the  north  to  and  including  the 
County  of  Nedenes  in  the  south,  had  reach  3372, 
besides  200  “ Laxevau’p,”  another  description  of 
fixed  net.  The  official  returns  of  their  number 
are  not  published  beyond  that  year,  but  in  the 
district  of  Ryfylke,  where  Sand’s  River  is 
situated,  the  number  in  1891  was  nearly  double 
that  of  1886. 

The  influence  exercised  by  bag-nets  in  1884-86 
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ing  to  know  that  here  may  be  seen  the  original 
machine  invented  by  the  founder  of  the  Ark- 
wright family.  The  factory  is  still  in  full  go,  now 
employing  600  hands,  and  works  night  and  day, 
turning  out  the  celebrated  Sir  Richard  Arkwright 
sewing  cottons. 

The  jiortraits  which  appear  in  the  picture  are 
well  known  in  the  angling  world.  The  shorter  of 
the  two  gentlemen  on  the  left  front  is  the  well- 
known  AnglingBditorof  theField,  “ Red  Spinner,” 
his  companion  being  a London  angler  who,se 
annual  visits  to  this  club’s  waters  S.  fario  and 
(S',  fliymulhis  have  good  cause  to  remember.  ( In  the 
o])posite  side  of  the  tank  stands  that  good  angler, 
Mr.  T.  J.  Hodson,  of  the  Fly  Fishers’  Club,  the 
popular  chairman  of  the  Association’s  committee ; 
behind  him  is  the  keeper,  Collinson,  who  has 
just  been  submitting  some  of  his  stock  to  the 
critical  judgment  of  “ Red  Spinner.”  Of  the  other 
two  figures  the  shorter  is  that  well-known  angler 
Mr.  Max  Walbran,  of  Leeds,  his  companion  being 
Mr.  A.  Clark,  the  honorary  secretary  of  the 
As.sociation. 
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account  of  a Norwegian  fishery,  without  first 
giving  a general  idea  of  what  these  conditions 
are.  I propose,  therefore ; — First,  to  take  a 
general  glance  at  the  salmon  fisheries  of  Norway, 
its  fjords  and  rivers,  the  influence  which  the 
formation  of  the  country  and  the  climate  have 
on  the  water  supply  at  different  times  of  the 
year,  and  the  important  part  played  hy  fixed 
engines ; second,  to  give  a description  of  my 
fishery  at  Sand,  how  it  was  conducted  previous 
to  my  leasing  it,  the  means  taken  to  improve  it, 
and  the  results;  and  third,  the  results  of  the 
marking  of  salmon,  and  some  points  connected 
with  tlieir  natural  history. 

The  chief  geographical  features  of  Norway 
affecting  the  salmon  fisheries  are  the  network  of 
islands  protecting  the  coast,  the  long  fjords 
running  far  inland,  and  the  mountain  range 
extending  the  whole  length  of  the  country  in 
close  proximity  to  the  sea.  The  shores  of  these 
islands  and  fjords  are  usually  precipitous  and 
the  water  of  great  depth.  The  tidal  currents  on 
the  coast  are  hardly  perceptible  inside  the  fjords, 
where  the  rise  and  fall  is  chiefly  influenced  by  the 
direction  and  force  of  the  wind,  and  in  the  summer 
by  the  large  ijuantity  of  water  brought  down  by  | 
the  rivers.  Salmon,  in  threading  their  way  to  i 


[ is  best  shown  by  the  official  returns  of  the  weight 
I of  salmon  taken  in  Norway  during  those  years,  the 
! average  annual  yield  being  18,660cwt.,  valued  at 
£51,000,  of  which  64  per  cent,  were  taken  by  fixed 
nets  in  the  sea  and  36  per  cent,  in  the  rivers.  I 
[ cannot  avoid  drawing  attention,  in  passing,  to 
the  very  sma’l  amount  of  salmon  which  the 
Norwegian  fisheries  yield  compared  with  Scot- 
land. The  average  annual  number  of  boxes  of 
salmon  sent  to  Billingsgate  Market  alone,  for  the 
same  period,  viz  , 1884-86,  was  *26,996,  at  Icwt. 
to  the  box  ; to  this  must  be  added  “ the  number 
of  fish  consumed  in  Scotland,”  and  “sent  from 
thence  elsewhere  than  to  London.”  I may 
mention  that  the  rivers  of  Norway  are  more 
than  double  in  number  those  of  Scotland,  but  it 
would  be  beyond  the  limits  of  this  paper  to  enter 
into  the  many  considerations  that  affect  the 
salmon  producing  capabilities  of  the  two 
countries. 

The  land  in  Norway  is  divided  into  small 
holdings,  and  the  right  of  salmon  fishing  is  the 
property  of  the  riparian  proprietors.  To  control 
the  exercise  of  this  right,  which  if  used  iudis- 


* Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  Fishery  Board  for 
Scotland,  page  xx. 
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criniinfilely  mi"ht  b(i  very  clctri- 
inoiitiil  to  the  Salmon  Fisheries,  an 
Act  was  passed  in  which, 

amongst  other  provisions,  gave  the 
King  power  to  enact  a close  time 
within  the  limits  of  a county,  on 
being  petitioned  to  do  so  by  tlio 
County  Council.  Numerous  coun- 
ties availed  themselves  of  this  law, 
and  obtained  a weekly  close  time 
for  fixed  engines  of  two,  three,  and 
even  four  days.  In  1891  an  Act 
was  passed,  making  a uniform  weekly 
close  time  over  the  whole  country, 
from  t)  p.m.  on  Friday  to  (J  p.m.  on 
Monday,  and  enacting  that  the  mesh 
of  the  not,  when  wet,  should  not 
measure  less  than  2|in.  from  knot 
to  knot.  By  the  same  law  the  annual 
close  time  was  fixed  from  Aug.  26 
to  April  I t,  with  an  extension  of 
time  for  rod  fishing  until  Sept.  14, 
and  a provision  was  made  prohibit- 
ing the  sale  of  salmoji  after  Sept.  1 . 

The  annual  close  time  does  not 
affect  the  sea  fishermen,  and  they 
do  not  put  out  their  bag-nets  until 
May,  and  take  them  up  about  the 
second  week  in  August,  the  “ prin- 
cipal ri^n  ” of  salmon  on  the  coast 
occurring  in  June  and  July. 

The  mountain  range  on  this  coast, 
which  rises  so  abruptly  from  the 
sea,  causes  the  rivers  to  he  steep, 
rapid,  and,  as  a rule,  accessible  to 
salmon  only  for  a short  distance. 

The  drainage  areas  of  the  rivers  are 
for  the  most  part  in  the  high  moun- 
tains, where  in  winter  they  are  en- 
tirely frostbound  for  a long  period. 

This  causes  the  rivers  in  the  valleys, 
even  when  they  do  not  become 
frozen,  to  fall  to  a very  low  level 
indeed.  In  the  summer,  on  the  con- 
trary, besides  the  ordinary  drainage, 
the  melting  of  the  snow  which  has 
fallen  in  winter  causes  them  to 
discharge  an  immense  volume  of 
water. 

****** 

The  Sand's  or  Suldal  River. 

By  reference  to  the  map  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  Sand’s  river  or  Suldal’s 
river  is  one  of  the  important  rivers  of  the  west  coast  of  Norway,  and 
the  only  river  of  any  size  draining  into  the  fjords  of  the  Ryfylke  district. 
Previous  to  1884  eighty  per  cent,  of  the  fish  was  caught  either  in  nets 
below  or  engines  fixed  at  the  first  fall,  the  ascent  ot  the  fall,  except  in 
certain  levels  of  the  river,  being  rendered  almost  impassable.  In  1882 
a close  time  of  three  days  a week  was  enacted  for  fixed  engines,  but 
as  no  restriction  was  put  on  the  netting  below  the  fall,  it  does  not 
appear  to  have  effected  any  change  in  the  relative  take  of  the  upper 
and  lower  proprietors.  The  title  to  the  right  of  fishing  at  and  below 
tl'.is  fall  is  of  very  ancient 
date, 

* * * * 

In  1884  I leased  the  whole 
watercourse  as  far  as  sal- 
mon were  able  to  ascend, 
also  the  fishing  rights  in 
the  fjord  leading  to  it  (with 
two  or  three  exceptions), 
removed  the  fixed  engines 
in  the  fall,  stopped  netting 
in  the  river  immediately 
btlow  the  fall,  and  have  since 
permitted  only  angling  in 
the  non-tidal  waters  of  the 
fishery. 

Before  considering  the 
effect  so  radical  a change  in 
the  method  of  fishing  the 
river  may  have  had  on  the 
salmon  fisheries  in  the  sea 
district,  I would  enumerate 
the  other  changes  which  may 
have  conduced  to  inlluence 
them. 

First  amongst  these  was 
the  bye-law  in  1882,  already 
alluded  to,  enacting  three 
days’  close  time  in  the  week. 

This  was  applicable  to  bag- 
nets  in  the  sea  district  as 
well  as  fixed  engines  in  the 
rivers. 


SuccE.ss  f)i'  Attemi'T  to  Oi'en  ri'  New 
Water  to  Halmon. 

In  1885  the  lower  fall  in  Hand’s 
River  was  rendered  more  easily  ac- 
cessible for  salmon.  In  1886  a side 
channel  was  blasted  through  the  rock 
IJOft.  long,  by  which  salmon  were 
enabled  to  ascend  the  upper  fall  much 
more  easily.  In  this  year  also  an 
artificial  redd  was  constructed  capable 
of  holding  about  200,000  ova,  which 
was  subsequently  stocked  each  year. 
A small  artificial  hatchery  erected 
at  Sand  in  1887,  from  which  the 
fry  were  first  turned  into  the  river 
in  1888,  can  hardly  have  pro- 
duced any  effect  in  the  yield  of 
the  salmon  fisheries  in  the  period 
under  consideration  ; nor  the  opening 
up  to  salmon  of  the  upper  waters  of 
the  Yalde  River  in  1888.  I became 
le.ssee  of  this  small  river,  which  also 
drains  into  the  Ryfylke  district,  in 
1887,  and  in  the  following  winter 
made  a fish  pass  to  enable  salmon  to 
ascend  a fall  24ft.  high,  one  and  a 
half  miles  from  the  sea,  previously 
impassable.  This  fish  pass  has  been 
completely  successful.  With  regard 
to  the  other  rivers  falling  into  the 
Ryfylke  district,  there  was  no  altera- 
tion in  the  method  of  fishing  them 
until  after  1888,  with  the  exception 
of  the  weekly  close  time  for  fixed 
engines  already  alluded  to. 

***** 

The  stock  of  fish  in  the  river  ap- 
pears to  have  increased  very  much  of 
late  years  as  far  as  can  bo  gathered 
from  observation,  but  the  fish  have 
for  some  reason  been  less  willing 
to  take  the  fiy,  so  that  the  returns 
of  salmon  caught  in  non  - tidal 
waters  do  not  show  any  increase, 
but  rather  the  reverse.  The 
very  small  return  of  salmon  from 
Sand’s  River  in  1889  is  partly  due 
to  the  very  hot  and  dry  summer,  but 
al?o  to  the  fact  that  no  fishing  has 
been  carried  on  there  during  the  last 
five  weeks  of  the  season.  In  angling, 
however,  personal  skill  and  weather 
play  so  important  a part,  that  a correct  estimate  of  the  improvement 
or  falling  off  in  a fishery  cannot  be  formed  without  statistics  extending 
over  a long  period  of  years.  It  must,  however,  be  borne  in  mind  that 
a river  yielding  an  average  return  of  44901b.  weight  of  salmon  caught  by 
the  rod  is  of  far  greater  value  to  the  proprietors  than  an  average  return 
of  57871b.  weight  of  salmon  secured  by  nets.  The  question  of  importance 
in  connection  with  this  subject  is,  not  so  much  whether  the  removal  of 
obstructions  enables  more  fish  to  be  taken  in  the  upper  waters,  but  what 
effect  it  has  on  the  fisheries  of  the  district  generally. 

The  returns  of  salmon 
caught  in  the  sea  show  a large 
and  steady  increase  during 
the  whole  period,  with  the 
exception  of  the  first  three 
years  after  the  three  days’ 
weekly  close  season  came  into 
force.  In  these  three  years 
there  is  a slight  falling  off, 
but  by  the  time  1885  is 
reached  the  yield  of  the  bag- 
net  fishings  are  double  that 
of  any  previous  year,  nor  in 
any  subsequent  year  do  they 
again  fall  as  low  as  the  best 
of  the  preceding  years,  whilst 
the  return  for  the  year  1891 
is  nearly  double  that  of  1885. 
In  estimating  the  improve- 
ment of  a fishei’y,  the  ad- 
vance made  in  the  powers  of 
capture  is  an  important  con- 
sideration. 

* * * * * 

I have  been  anxious  to  dis- 
cover any  causes  attributable 
to  human  agencies  to  which 
this  improvement  in  these 
fisheries  could  have  been 
traced,  and  not  to  arrive  at  a 
hasty  conclusion  in  the  mat- 
ter, but  can  learn  of  no 
changes  in  the  working  ot  the 
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fisheries  of  the  district  except  those  already 
mentioned.  Yet  it  would  be  premature  to 
ascribe  the  improvement  in  the  district  of 
Ryfylke  to  the  changes  introduced  on  Sand’s 
river,  before  the  general  fishery  statistics  for 
Norway  are  published  up  to  date,  and  it  can  be 
seen  whether  the  improvement  has  been  general 
over  the  whole  coast  of  Norway  or  only  in  a small 
area  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  river. 

( To  he  conimued.) 


A MIXED  BAG. 


The  fishing  in  India  is  so  difiierent  to  what  we 
get  in  this  country,  and  the  sport  so  varied,  you 
may  perhaps  like  to  have  an  account  of  a mixed 
bag  I made  one  boiling  hot  day  in  the  month  of 
May.  I was  out  alone  on  a shooting  expedition, 
and  knowing  that  the  river  close  to  my  camp  was 
full  of  mahseer,  1 had  one  of  the  deep  pools  well 
baited  with  “ atah  ” and  parched  gram.  “ Atah,” 
which  is  flour  made  into  dough,  of  course  sinks  to 
the  bottom,  whilst  a good  deal  of  the  parched 
grain  floats  on  the  top  of  the  water,  and  is  carried 
down  wdth  the  stream,  and  thus  adds  greatly  to 
one’s  chance  of  sport,  for  the  fish  in  India  have  a 
pretty  good  idea  of  taking  care  of  themselves, 
and  after  one  or  two  have  been  caught  in  the 
same  place  the  rest  become  very  sby,  so  the  more 
water  one  has  to  fish  the  bitter.  The  man  with  his 
bag  of  parched  grain  and  atah  proceeds  morning 
and  evening  to  feed  the  fish.  This  goes  on  for 
ten  days  or  a fortnight,  by  which  time  the  whole 
river  is  simply  boiling  with  fish,  and  he  has  to 
throw  the  grain  as  iar  as  he  can  so  that  it  may 
not  be  all  gobbled  up  by  the  hundreds  of  small 
mahseer  all  around  him. 

The  faithful  baiter  having  reported  that  the  fish 
were,  to  use  his  own  words,  “ present  and  ready 
to  be  caught,”  that  they  were  “ mooktie,”  i.e., 
countless,  and  that  many  of  them  were  as  long  as 
his  leg,  I made  preparations  for  fishing  the  next 
morning,  but  that  evening  the  boy  in  charge  of  my 
milch  goats  came  to  say  that  one  of  the  best  had 
been  carried  away  by  an  alligator  as  it  was  drink- 
ing at  the  river.  I went  down  at  once  with  my 
lifie  to  see  if  I could  get  a shot  at  the  brute,  but 
could  see  nothing  of  it.  I therefore  determined 
to  set  an  alligator  hook,  a hook  about  the  size 
of  a good-sized  gaff,  and  fastened  to  a rope  with 
many  strands  of  strong  wire.  The  hook  was  baited 
with  a piece  of  spotted  deer,  and  put  just  where 
the  poor  goat  had  been  seized.  The  rope,  which 
was  about  thirty  feet  long,  was  tied  to  a huge  log 
of  wood  and  left  for  the  night.  The  next  morning, 
on  our  way  to  the  place  where  the  river  had  been 
baited,  w'e  went  to  look  at  the  alligator  hook,  and 
we  soon  saw  that  the  log  of  wood  had  been  pulled 
into  the  water,  and  was  under  some  bushes  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river.  I at  once  sent  two  men 
back  to  the  tents  for  a long  rope  and  my  rifle, 
and  told  them  to  bring  half  a dozen  men 
with  them.  One  of  the  men  swam  out  to  the 
log  and  fastened  the  rope  to  it,  and  then  we 
began  to  haul  away.  At  first  the  alligator  was 
noc  at  all  inclined  to  move,  but  a steady  pull  of 
six  or  eight  of  us  was  too  much  for  him,  and  he 
gave  up  sulking,  and  made  one  or  two  furious 
rushes;  however,  we  held  on  and  brought  him 
into  shallow  water,  and  a nice  commotion  he 
made,  lashing  the  water  with  his  tail,  and  making 
a noise  more  like  a charging  tiger  than  anything 
else.  A bullet  through  the  brain  ended  the 
scnmmage,  but  still  the  huge  brute  was  not  dead, 
so  I put  two  more  bullets  into  its  brain  at  close 
(juarters.  Its  vitality  was  something  almost 
beyond  belief,  and  the  two  men  I left  to  cut  off 
the  head,  declared  “ It  tried  to  walk  back  into  the 
river  without  its  head,  and  that  it  certairdy 
would  have  managed  to  do  to.  only  it  could  not 
see  the  way!”  I need  hardly  say  I do  not 
vouch  for  the  truth  of  this.  On  arrival  at  the 
baited  spot,  there  were  the  fish  sure  enough  in 
hundreds.  I did  not  commence  where  the  man 
was  feeding,  but  went  down  about  sixty  or 
seventy  yards  and  began  to  fish  up,  using  a 
single  grain  of  artificial  grain,  made  out  of  soft 
•wood.  \ou  throw  the  grain  just  as  though  you 
■R’ere  fly-fishing.  You  can  generally  see  the 
fish  swimming  about,  and  you  try  to  throw 
in  front  of  them,  without  any  f-jilash,  when 
the  chances  are,  they  rush  at  the  grain  and 
take  it  at  once.  I caught  a number  of 


nice  mahseer  on  my  way  up  to  where  the  man 
was  standing  feeding  the  fish.  Of  course,  one 
great  advantage  of  beginning  at  the  lower  end 
of  the  pool  is  that,  directly  you  hook  a fish,  you 
haul  him  down  stream  and  so  don’t  disturb  the 
water  up  above.  When  I arrived  close  to  where 
the  man  was  feeding,  I took  off  the  small  hook 
with  the  artificial  grain,  and  put  on  a fair-sized 
Limerick  and  fished  with  atah,  and  I caught 
some  really  fine  mahseer,  one  just  301b.  being  my 
best.  I was  playing  this  fish  when  I heard  my 
men  behind  me  begin  to  talk  as  though  some- 
thing had  happened,  and  I asked  what  was  the 
matter  ? and  they  said  it  was  only  that  they  saw 
a man  coming  towards  us,  and  they  thought  he 
was  one  of  the  Gonds  who  had  gone  out  to  see 
if  any  of  the  buffaloes  had  been  killed — and  they 
were  right,  for  the  man  came  to  say  there  had 
been  a kill,  and  the  footmarks  were  those  of  an 
enormous  tiger.  All  right,  he  was  told  to  go  to 
the  tents  and  give  the  order  for  the  howdah  to 
he  put  on  the  elephant,  and  that  we  would  start 
at  10  o’clock.  I went  on  fishing  for  a little  time 
longer,  and  was  broken  by  what  I believed 
to  be  a turtle,  so  I put  on  a very  strong 
hook  with  gimp,  and  was  not  long  before 
I was  fast  in  something  very  heavy.  My 
tackle  was  strong  enough  for  me  to  be  able  to 
hold  on  well,  still  I could  make  very  little  way 
tdl  I sent  the  upper  half  of  a small  earthen  pot 
down  the  line,  and  this  seemed  to  get  over  the 
turtle’s  head,  for  I was  able  to  drag  it  into 
shallow  water,  and  we  soon  then  got  it  out  with 
the  gaff.  No  wonder  I found  it  hard  work,  for 
the  creature  weighed  over  701b. 

Well,  I went  out  after  the  tiger,  and  wounded 
it  off  the  elephant,  but  in  consequence  of  the 
ground  being  very  bad,  nothing  but  rocks  and 
stones,  I had  to  get  off  the  elephant  and  follow 
on  foot,  and  after  a good  deal  of  hard  work  and 
plenty  of  excitement  I killed  the  brute.  It  was  a 
fine  tigress,  but  not  the  huge  monster  the  excited 
Gond  had  led  us  to  suppose.  My  bag  for  that 
day  was  certainly  a mixed  one  : one  alligator,  one 
turtle,  thirty -seven  mahseer,  weight  3201b.,  and 
one  tiger.  M. 


BROOK  TROUT  WORM  PISHING  IN 
CLEAR  WATER. 


I HAVE  been  much  interested  in  Mr.  Tod’s  and 
other  papers  on  clear  water  worm  fishing.  These 
seem  to  refer  to  largish  streams,  where  it  is  used 
somewhat  like  the  fly.  But  angling  in  small 
brooks — the  dolce  far  niente  of  trout  fishing,  as 
the  late  Francis  Francis  called  it — is  an  entirely 
different,  and,  to  be  a proficient,  a rather  difficult 
art.  The  right  day,  the  places  where  best  fish  lie 
at  different  seasons,  the  way  to  fish  down  stream 
when  one  has  to  do  so,  the  choice  of  worms,  rod, 
&c.,  must  all  be  considered,  while  the  fact  that 
as  a rule  the  upright  position  in  which  the  in- 
experienced angler  indulges  must  be  exchanged 
for  a crouching  approach  d la  deer-stalker,  all 
point  towards  a distinct  branch  of  angling. 
From  twenty  years’  experience  of  it,  I hesitate 
not  to  say  that  a Tift,  or  13ft.  lancewood  rod — 
not  so  whippy  as  a fly-caster — is  the  shortest  and 
best  than  can  be  used.  No  matter  how  narrow 
the  brook,  there  are  parts  where,  from  wider 
stretches  or  shelving  banks,  one  is  at  a dis- 
advantage with  the  short  rods  so  much  in  vogue. 
1 invariably  use  one  and  a half  yards  of  gut  and 
a No.  6 round-bent,  short- shanked  bait  hook, 
which  I tie  on  with  yellow  silk.  By-the-by, 
though  a strong  advocate  of  fine  gut,  fine 
drawn  wmuld  be  out  of  place  here.  From 
the  certainty  of  high  banks  without  a landing 
place,  and  the  bother  of  a lauding  net  (which 
tends  to  scare  other  waiting  finny  ones),  one 
wants  gut  strong  enough  to  lift  a half-pounder 
at  least  bodily  out.  I prefer  a hank  of  Farlow’s 
fine  undrawn  gut,  which,  almost  as  fine  as  the 
drawn,  has  necessarily  far  more  strength,  knotting 
thick  to  thick  and  thin  to  thin  ends,  yet  taper- 
ing the  whole.  A green  stain  is  manifestly 
preferable.  I use  a No.  3 or  -1  shot  exactly 
bin.  above  the  hook  to  lower  the  worm  quickly 
or  sink  it  in  the  runs.  Of  course,  fishing  up 
is  preferable,  but  in  down  I always — having 
spotted  the  water — make  a little  detour,  and 
approach  on  my  hands  and  knees,  ventre  d terre 
fashion,  first  dropping  in  worm  at  my  own  side, 


then  in  middle  and  under  opposite  banks,  roots,  t 
&c.,  next  following  out  same  plan  up  stream  j 
within  range,  i-e.,  without  lengthening  line.  ) 
When  it  can  be  done,  swinging  the  worm  across  i 
on  a large  leaf,  or  even  on  other  bank,  and  letting 
it  drop  in  with  a little  plump  is  a killing  dodge. 
Another  necessity  for  lead  is  the  fact  that  it 
steadies  your  line  where  obstructive  twigs  and 
foliage  only  give  you  some  inches  of  room  to  drop 
in.  Its  necessity  in  wind  has  been  dealt  with, 
and  it  materially  assists  in  neatly  placing  your  i 
worm  across  the  stream.  Be  the  strength  of  | 
gut,  the  most  skilful  angler  cannot  sometimes 
avoid  getting  hung  up  or  stuck  in  brambles  or 
foliage  growing  over,  and  despite  the  clearing 
ring,  he  would  lose  much  more  fine  drawn.  I 
do  not  believe  in  brandlings  for  the  best  fish.  Two 
gilttails  are  better,  but  I prefer  the  bluehead  about 
2in.long,  and  next  ajellowish-greenwormfoundin 
manured  garden  ground.  Two  of  the  latter  are  a 
deadly  bait.  In  this  sort  of  angling  the  Stewart 
tackle  would  be  out  of  place,  as  a trout  mostly 
darts  to  his  lair  to  bolo  the  bait,  and  must  be 
humoured.  And  what  a delightful  sensation  it  is 
to  feel  your  worm  sucked  in,  note  your  line  rush 
under  a bank,  and  in  a few  seconds  feel  the 
struggles  of  a half-pounder,  yellow-bellied  and  red- 
spotted,  at  the  end.  The  brook  angler  knows  that 
from  mid-May  till  the  end  of  July  trout  delight 
in  the  little  still  pools,  which  are  sure  to  reward 
careful  manipulation.  When  a rise  is  seen  the 
worm  should  be  quickly  dropped  into  it  with  the 
little  plump  before  mentioned.  This  attracts  the 
notice  of  the  feeding  fish,  and  it  is  ten  to  one  but 
you  have  him.  I have  been  struck  by  the  fact 
that  when  the  stream  is  overshadowed  by  dense 
growth  of  trees  the  trout  seem  fewer  and  in  more 
lanky  condition  than  in  an  open  country  with 
foliage  and  bushes  only.  The  latter  are  an 
immense  help  to  the  sportsman’s  approach ; 
besides,  the  grubs,  larvae,  &c.,  which  drop  from 
them  assure  Mr.  Trutta’s  presence.  The  sun,  too, 
permeates  freely  and  warms  the  water.  Invisi- 
bility of  the  brook  angler  is  a sine  qua  non. 
High  white  collars,  protruding  cuffs,  and  very 
dark  clothes  should  be  discarded.  Trout  in 
brooks  often  run  to  11b.,  and  it  is  by  no  means 
despicable  sport.  I noticed  once  a tiny  rivulet 
in  a friend’s  demesne,  which  emptied  itself  into  a 
larger  but  not  good  trout  stream,  being  over- 
stocked with  jack.  It  was  no  more  than  two  feet 
broad  in  many  places.  I suggested  to  the  owner 
my  trying  it,  but  he  scoffed  at  the  idea  of 
its  containina:  trout.  Next  day  I sallied 
forth,  and  getting  nothing  for  half  an  hour  began 
to  think  he  was  right,  when  suddenly  a savage 
drag  under  a bush  announced  a fish,  and  in  a few 
seconds  a three-quarter-pounder  was  dancing  on 
the  sward.  I fished  nearly  to  the  source,  about  a 
mile,  and  had  a lively  time,  my  creel  disclosing 
thirteen  nice  fish,  only  four  being  under  the  half- 
pound.  My  friend  was  amazed,  and  I was  much 
surprised  at  their  size.  For  weather,  a warm  day 
with  showers  at  intervals  is.  I think,  the  best;  but 
trout  are  often  voracious  feeders  in  broiling  hot 
weather,  when  from  a cloudless  sky  Sol  looks 
down  with  relentless  ray,  and  well  rewards  the 
half-ba'xed  angler.  I quite  agree  with  Francis 
that  nothing  can  beat  a succulent  cold  mutton 
chop,  with  a pint  bottle  of  Bass,  cooled  in  the 
water,  for  condiment,  on  these  excursions. 

He  thoughtfully  adds  a pipe  of  honey- 
dew  for  second  course,  and  where  is  the 
Waltonian  who  would  deny  its  soothing  delights, 
especially  if  he  can  gaze  on  a store  of  spotted 
spoil?  My  worm  receptacle  (an  old  friend)  is  a 
crescent-shaped  tin,  secured  round  the  waist  hy  a 
leather  strap,  and  which,  adapted  to  the  shape  of 
the  body  in  front,  spares  the  trouble  of  worm  bags, 
canisters,  &c.  It  was  invented  by  an  ingenious 
tinker  in  Killorglin,  co.  Kerry  and  I need  not  say 
is  of  great  value  when  wading  large  streams. 
The  early  morning  is  doubtless  the  best  for  brooks. 

Up  to  2 p.m.  is  good,  but  the  trout  generally  go 
off  the  feed  after  that  hour  more  or  less  till  about 
7 p m. 

It  has  often  amused  me  to  see  anglers  tapping 
their  victims  to  give  them  the  coup  de  grace. 
The  simplest  and  quickest  way,  up  to  2lb.  or  so,  is 
to  seize  the  trout  firmly  in  left  hand,  and  insert 
right  thumb  into  the  mouth,  double  back  the 
upper  jaw,  when  immediately  a little  crack  will 
be  heard,  which  indicates  that  the  cervicle 
vertebra  is  broken,  and  your  prize  a dead  ’un. 

Black  Hackle. 
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MR.  DAVID  WILSON. 


It  is  with  much  pleasure  tlial  wc  are  able  to  give 
our  readers  a portrait  of  a well  known  and  much 
respected  angler,  Mr.  David  Wilson,  the  hon. 
secretary  of  the  Ely  Fishers’  Club.  It  is  from  a 
photograph  by  Mr.  James  Temple,  another  good 
angler,  and  was  taken  before  Mr.  Wilson’s  illness ; 
it  shows  him  as  he  was,  and  as  we  hope  he  soon 
will  be  again,  with  the  continued  improvement 
in  his  health. 

Mr.  Wilson  is  now  contributing  some  capital 
articles  to  the  Fishing  Gazelle. 


MY  FIRST  SALMON. 

By  David  Wilson. 

It  was  not  a very  big  salmon.  For  that  matter 
I was  not  very  big  myself.  I had  not  long 
entered  on  my  ’teens,  but  I had  been  a Hy-fisher 
for  a good  half  dozen  years,  and  a considerable 
experience  in  dealing  successfully  with  “yellow  ’’ 
trout,  finnocks,  and  sea-trout,  had 
prepared  me  for  an  event  which  is 
generally  looked  upon  as  one  of  the 
most  important  in  an  angler’s  experi- 
ence. The  river  was  the  Spey,  one  of 
Scotland’s  streams  fully  deserving  the 
epithet  of  grand,  which  is  used  nowa- 
days by  angling  writers  on  very  slight 
provocation.  And  the  beauty  of  its 
scenery  might  be  equalled  by  the 
excellence  of  its  fishing  if  the  river 
had  only  fair  play.  But  that  is  a 
question  which  need  not  be  discussed 
here.  At  the  time  of  which  I write, 
full  thirty  years  ago,  the  sport  to  be 
had  all  round  was  very  much  better 
than  it  is  at  the  present  day.  The 
method  of  fishing  at  the  moutb  of  the 
river,  which,  while  keeping  the  letter 
of  the  law,  breaks  it  in  the  spirit 
most  completely,  had  not  been  insti-  ^ 
tuted,  and  the  finnocks  and  sea  trout 
had  practically  a free  run,  while  grilse 
up  to  at  least  81b.  were  in  the  same 
position.  Now  a sea  trout  of  31b.  is 
of  the  ram  avis  order,  and  when  I 
come  across  an  occasional  specimen 
approaching  that  weight  I am  not  sur- 
prised, if  the  fish  is  fresh  run,  to  find 
the  mark  of  the  nets  on  it,  showing 
that  it  had  a struggle  for  life  in  its 
efiiorts  to  leave  the  salt  water  behind 
it.  One  more  digression.  The  vexed 
question  of  free  fishing  for  trout  had 
not  then  been  heard  of.  The  salmon 
fishing  was  almost  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  riparian  proprietors.  The 
“ sporting  tenant  ” had  not  overrun 
the  land,  and  the  privilege  of  “ a day’s 
fishing”  was  lightly  granted  — not 
looked  upon  as  it  is  now,  as  a very 
mighty  favour  indeed.  And,  like  a 
good  many  things  in  this  world,  the 
less  worth  it  is  having  the  more 
trouble  there  is  in  getting  it. 

I shall  not  particularly  specify  the 
part  of  the  river  on  which  I made  my 
capture.  I had  lived  on  its  banks  at 
various  places,  from  the  mature  age 
of  four  up  till  the  time  I was  sent  forth  into 
the  world,  and  have  spent  every  holiday,  more  or 
less,  since,  in  revisiting  the  scenes  of  my  early 
experiences.  Many  a long  day  have  I spent  solus 
on  its  banks,  and  when  in  search  of  sea  trout  have 
covered  as  much  as  thirteen  miles  ’twixt  early 
morn  and  dewy  eve,  passing  over  the  estates  of 
several  proprietors  in  my  rapid  progress  from 
pool  to  pool,  without  let  or  hindrance.  But 
methinks  I hear  the  reader  say,  the  preamble  is 
likely  to  be  longer  than  the  story.  So  to  proceed. 
It  was  a gloriously  bright  morning  as  I made  my 
way  to  a part  of  the  river  at  some  distance  from 
the  haunts  of  men.  The  brilliant  sun  on  this 
occasion  was  no  drawback,  as  the  river  was  still 
falling  from  a roaring  spate  of  some  days  before, 
atid  the  stream,  when  viewed  from  a distance, 
looked  of  that  rich  porter  colour  which  makes 
the  fiy-fisher’s  task  comparatively  easy.  I was 
fitted  up  with  a 10ft.  rod,  and  a reel  with  some- 
thing less  than  thirty  yards  of  line.  My  cast 
was  of  fine  natural  gut,  and  even  at  that  early 
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ago  of  my  own  making.  The  gut  was  part  of  a 
“ bunch  ” I had  accpiired  as  a bargain  from  the 
local  chemist,  who  sold  a good  many  things 
besides  drugs,  in  addition  to  fishing  tackle.  I 
got  it  at  a nominal  price,  because  it  had  got  in, 
what  seemed  to  him,  a hopeless  tangle,  but  with 
patience  and  a considerable  amount  of  soaking, 
I reduced  it  to  order,  and  being  of  first  rate 
quality  it  served  me  for  many  a day.  As  a 
stretcher,  or  “ point  ” fly,  I had  a good  sized 
March  Brown,  and  three  medium-sized  hackles  as 
droppers.  I began  to  fish  at  the  head  of  a great 
pool  in  the  shade  of  some  trees,  and  had  not 
made  many  casts  when,  catching  behind  in  one  of 
them,  I snapped  my  top  joint.  This  was 
disheartening,  but  in  those  days  I never 
went  without  the  proverbial  piece  of  string, 
so  hastily  improvising  a splice,  which 
if  it  did'  not  improve  the  appearance  of 
the  rod  left  it,  with  the  exception  of  being  a few 
inches  shorter,  as  serviceable  as  before,  I con- 
tinued. By  the  time  I had  reached  the  end  of  the 
pool  a few  speckled  beauties,  though  nothing  of 
great  size,  lay  in  my  basket,  and  I was  well 


Me.  DAVID  WILSON. 

(Honorary  Sccrelary  Ply  Fishers’  Club.) 

enough  pleased.  I had  now  got  to  the  draw  of 
the  pool,  and  was  throwing  a very  short  line,  as 
the  current  ran  deep  close  to  the  bank.  Here  I 
expected  to  find  larger  game,  as  the  sea 
trout  and  finnocks  rested  in  a small  eddy  after 
running  up  the  long  and  rather  broken  stream 
below.  Suddenly  I saw  the  form  of  what 
appeared  to  me  a gigantic  trout  loom  up  in  the 
coloured  water  and  endeavour  to  seize  the 
second  dropper,  which  was  a sort  of  nondescript 
srey  hackle.  My  heart  almost  stood  still  as  the 
fish  missed  the  fly,  and  sank  back  slowly  out  of 
sight.  Without  moving  an  inch,  and  though 
almost  breathless,  I again  covered  the  spot,  and 
again  the  fish  came  at  the  same  fly.  Again  it 
missed,  and  this  was  rejieated  till,  at  the  fifth 
time,  it  got  hold  of  the  fly  well,  and  with  a gentle 
turn  of  the  wrist  I fixed  the  steel.  To  say  that  I 
was  excited  is  but  feebly  to  express  my  feelings. 
This  was  far  larger  game  than  I had  ever 
come  across,  and  knowing  the  ])ower  of  a 
“ yellow  ” trout,  as  I took  it  to  be,  of  very  much 


inferior  size,  I expected  nothing  more  than 
a brief  struggle  and  the  loss  of  a cast. 
The  fish,  however,  kept  very  quiet  for  a 
few  minutes,  and  then  suddenly  shot  out  into  the 
stream,  making  the  line,  which  was  of  hemp  and 
hair,  cut  into  my  finger  with  a burning  sensation. 

I may  mention  that  in  the  locality  in  those  days 
a reel  with  a check  was  somewhat  of  a novelty, 
and  the  old  Spej'  fisherman  played  his  salmon 
with  his  fingers  ; and,  indeed,  some  of  the  real  old 
sort  turn  up  their  noses  now  at  the  latest 
inventions,  and  stick  to  the  good  old  pattern. 
The  fish  luckily  stopped  before  it  had  (juitc  run 
out  all  the  line,  by  which  time  it  was  on  the  brink 
of  the  heavy  draw.  It  had,  no  doubt,  been 
previously  exhausted  by  coming  up  the  stream, 
and  on  feeling  the  full  force  of  the  water,  as  it 
broke  into  the  rough  current,  it  slowly  turned 
and  made  downwards,  working  into  another  eddy 
some  hundred  yards  below,  where  it  sulked  for  a 
considerable  time.  This  was  my  first  experience 
of  a sulking  fish,  and  I,  after  putting  on  all  the 
strain  I dared,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  had 
slipped  the  hook,  and  that  the  cast  had  got 
entangled  in  some  submerged  drift- 
wood. But  just  as  I was  about  to 
sacrifice  my  cast,  the  fish  again  made 
out  into  the  stream,  and  again  swept 
downwards.  Immediately  below  was 
a long  line  of  tall  trees,  the  roots  of 
which  spread  into  the  bed  of  the 
river,  and  even  at  its  lowest  state 
could  not  be  passed  dry-shod.  Now 
there  was  some  18in.  of  water  at  their 
base,  and  in  order  to  clear  their 
spreading  branches  I had  to  get  into 
quite  double  that  depth.  But  I was 
as  much  at  home  in  the  water  as  on 
the  bank,  and  did  not  hesitate  to  follow 
the  fish,  which,  now  feeling  the  force 
of  the  more  rapid  current,  slowly 
worked  down  stream,  I following,  and 
keeping  as  tight  a line  as  I thought 
safe,  and  looking  out  for  the  large 
stones  which  were  freely  sprinkled  at 
intervals.  In  this  way  having  gone  a 
long  way,  and  passing  a ford  where 
the  river  spread  out  to  a great  width, 
I found  the  fish  showing  signs  of  com- 
plete exhaustion,  and  the  question 
arose  how  I was  to  land  it.  The  gut 
would  have  hardly  pulled  its  dead 
weight  across  the  shallow  down  which 
I was  wading,  leading  the  fish,  which 
was  in  the  now  heavy  stream  beyond. 
Some  hundreds  of  yards  below  a great 
rock  stood  up  close  to  the  river’s  edge, 
and  beyond  this  it  wms  impossible  to 
go.  But  there  was  a piece  of  slack 
water  thrown  back  where  the  stream 
struck  the  rock,  and  I hoped  that  if  I 
could  get  my  prey  piloted  into  that  I 
might  be  able  to  effect  a landing. 
Having  got  the  fish’s  head  down 
stream,  I sped  along  to  this  point, 
and  on  reaching  it  was  much  relieved 
to  find  that  the  salmon,  which  I could 
now  see  it  to  be,  was  completely  ex- 
hausted. So  drawing  it  round  a point 
into  shallow  water,  I suddenly  flung 
down  my  rod,  jumped  clean  over  the 
fish,  and,  turning  round,  scooped 
it  out  with  both  hands  on  to  the 
shingle.  Breathless  and  perspiring  I knocked  it  on 
the  head,  and  was  about  to  disengage  the  hook, 
when  I was  startled  by  a shout  from  the  public 
road,  which  here  ran  some  150ft.  above  the  river, 
winding  through  a lovely  wood,  with  a Cxaelic  name 
which  I shall  not  inflict  on  the  reader,  but  which 
being  interpreted  means  “the  wood  of  the 
f&iriGS 

Glancing  over  my  shoulder  I beheld,  to  my 
horror,  the  “ Laird  himsel , on  whose  watei  I 
was  fishing,  and  who  was  fond  of  taking  an 
occasional  constitutional  at  this  particular  spot. 
In  great  perturbation  of  mind  I stammered  out 
something,  and  was  greeted  with  the  stern 
inquiry,  “ How  much  ? ” My  fears  somewhat 
allayed,  I replied,  “ Not  much.  About  seven  or 
eight  pounds.”  Then  to  my  intense  relief  came 
back  the  words,  “Well  done!  Well  done!  and 
the  Laird  resumed  his  walk  without  further 
remark.  “ Rest  his  sowl,”  as  an  Irishman  would 
say;  though  he  had  some  faults,  not  the  least 
of  them  being  a weakness  for  the  fair  sex 


502 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[December  16,  1893 


he  was  one  of  the  right  soi-t.  The  next 
time  he  came  across  me  he  told  me  he 
had  watched  the  whole  jjerformance,  and  said 
that  1 need  bo  in  no  fear  of  conse(|uences  in 
future  if  I should  happen  to  repeat  it.  Furthei-, 
he  very  kindly  said,  that  I could  take  “ a day  at 
the  salmon  ” any  time  I liked,  so  long  as  I did 
not  interfere  with  him  or  his  guests.  1 am  sorry 
to  say  that  in  the  present  day  there  are  very  few 
who  show  anything  like  his  generosity  to  a poor 
hut  honest  angler.  I may  add  that  I did  not 
trespass  much  on  the  Laird’s  kindness,  for  I could 
never  understand  the  feeling  which  many  anglers 
express  that  ho  who  has  once  caught  a salmon 
never  more  cares  to  fish  for  trout.  I enjoy 
fishing  for  trout,  especially  sea-trout,  or  finuocks, 
(juiteas  much  as  angling  for  salmon.  As  a conse- 
(juence,  I have  I’arely  asked  for  permission  from 
the  riparian  proprietors,  and  more  rarely  still 
from  their  tenants.  And  in  the  latter  case  I 
have  not  only  felt  mean  at  the  time,  hut  have 
almost  invariably  been  sorry  for  it  afterwards. 


FISHER-DOGS. 


“The  dog,”  as  we  learn  from  our  “first 
standard”  reading  books,  and,  later  on,  from  ex- 
perience, “ is  the  friend  of  man,”  and  bearing  in 
mind  that  other  adage  to  the  effect  that  “ evil 
communications  corrupt  good  manners,”  it  is 
wonderful  how  good  dogs  are,  as  a race,  in  spite 
of  their  intimate  association  with  humanity. 
Whilst,  as  a rule,  they  shun  and  reprobate  their 
master's  vices  to  the  best  of  their  canine  ability, 
they  are  generally  delighted  to  take  an  intelligent 
share  in  his  sports  and  amusements.  We  all 
know  the  joy  which  a sporting  dog  manifests 
when  starting  out  with  the  gun,  and  I have  been 
acquainted  with  several,  of  various  sorts  and 
breeds,  which  the  sight  of  rod  and  creel  being  got 
ready  for  use  made  frantic  with  gladness.  To  a 
dog  of  well-ordered  mind,  the  riverside  is  as  rife 
with  charm  as  to  the  angler.  First  and  foremost 
come  the  water-rats,  or  odorous  traces  of  them. 
Then  there  are  the  aquatic  birds,  which  do  not  fly 
away  all  of  a sudden  and  become  no  more  seen, 
like  those  of  the  fields,  but  paddle  about  and  duck 
and  dive  and  coquet,  and  generally  carry  on  in 
such  a way  as  to  render  a dog  delirious  with  ex- 
citement ; and  then,  when  he  has  barked  his 
throat  into  sympathy  with  a lime-kiln,  there  is 
the  crystal  stream  to  lap.  He  wanders  about  at 
his  own  sweet  will,  returning  ever  and  anon  to 
see  how  his  master  is  getting  on  and  interchange 
greetings  with  him.  But  there  are  special  dogs, 
on  whose  friendship  it  has  been  [my  privilege  to 
pride  myself,  whose  absorbing  interest  in  their 
masters’  sport  precluded  their  doing  much 
hunting  on  their  own  account. 

My  father  possessed  a Clumber  spaniel,  which 
was  equally  devoted  to  rod  and  gun.  If  you 
took  down  either  weapon,  and  held  it  with  the 
butt  on  the  ground,  she  would  fawn  upon  it,  and 
rub  herself  against  it  as  a cat  will  do  against 
one’s  legs,  she  always  accompanied  my  parent 
when  he  went  fishing,  and,  except  when  she  got 
upon  the  scent  of  water-rats,  kept  close  beside 
him,  and  watched  his  operations  with  tireless 
interest.  As  soon  as  a fish  was  hooked  she 
danced  about,  and  was  only  calmed  by  its  safe 
transfer  to  the  creel.  In  her  younger  days  she 
was  given  to  pouncing  on  the  trout  as  soon  as  it 
was  grassed,  but  two  or  three  accidents  with  the 
hooks,  and  the  discomfort  of  their  extraction, 
broke  her  of  this.  “ Vie  ” was  not  only  interested 
in  and  a keen  critic  of  the  angling  of  others,  but 
she  was  also  a fisher  herself.  In  the  dry  season, 
when  the  water  was  reduced  to  a mere  thread, 
she  would  enter  the  burns  and  drive  the  small 
fry  before  her  until  she  could  capture  and  eat 
them.  She  is  the  only  dog  I have  ever  known 
(except  Iceland  dogs)  who  would  devour  live  fish 
with  unmistakable  relish.  I have  often  thrown 
a parr  to  her,  on  the  bank,  and  seen  its  tail  wag  as 
it  went  down  her  throat.  The  most  affectionate 
and  long-suffering  of  dogs  with  members  of  the 
family,  “ \Te  ” was  unfriendly  to  strangers.  Her 
bite  was  distinctly  worse  than  her  bark,  and 
olten  got  us  into  trouble.  She  could  not  under- 
stand that  any  others,  besides  her  friends,  had 
any  right  to  fish,  and  would  endeavour  to  drive 
all  other  anglers  away  from  their  sport;  a 
practice  she  j)orsisted  in  despite  sundry  painful 
admonitions  which  she  received  from  the 


molested  parties.  One  day  my  father— whose 
portliness,  alas ! I have  more  conspicuously 
inherited  than  his  virtues — in  attempting  to  clear 
a ditch,  fell  back,  and  that  portion  of  his  body 
which  toiled  to  counterbalance  what  had  once 
been  his  waist,  was  firmly  wedged  and  jammed  in 
the  cutting.  “Vie ’’was  greatly  distressed,  and 
lifted  up  her  voice  in  lamentation.  Her  howls, 
and  the  objurgations  of  my  sire,  finally  attracted 
the  attention  of  an  angler  a little  way  off,  who 
came  up  to  render  assistance.  But,  no  sooner 
had  he  laid  hands  on  my  father  than  “ Vie,”  dis- 
trusting his  motives,  flew  at  him,  and  not  only 
reduced  his  waders  to  tatters,  but  drew  blood, 
and  it  was  some  time  before  the  dad  could 
threaten  and  coax  her  into  allowing  him  to  be 
extricated  from  his  undignified  position.  For- 
tunately his  house  w'as  near  at  hand,  and  he  was 
able  promptly  to  afford  his  rescuer  solace  and 
plaster.  “Vie’s”  victim  on  this  occasion  was 
the  late  Earl  of  Lauderdale — then  Mr.  Maitland 
— who  met  with  so  tragic  a death  by  lightning, 
on  a 12th  of  August,  some  years  ago.  He  was 
one  of  the  most  graceful  salmon  fishers  I ever 
saw  handle  a rod. 

Not  very  long  ago,  I possessed  a dachshund 
which,  though  not  a fisher  himself,  nor  yet 
icthopophagus,  took  the  keenest  interest  in  my 
sport.  When  “Bandy”  saw  a fish  was  on,  he 
would  sit  up  and  watch,  without  uttering  a sound, 
until  the  eyes  nearly  started  out  of  his  head. 
Although  i almost  invariably  kill  every  fish 
before  attempting  to  remove  the  hook,  I could 
not  resist,  sometimes,  putting  a live  trout  on  the 
bank  near  the  water  to  see  how  cleverly  “ Bandy  ” 
would  stop  it  when  it  tried  to  flop  back  into  ils 
native  element.  He  would  look  up  beseechingly 
at  me,  as  who  should  say : For  goodness’  sake 
pick  it  up  and  put  it  in  your  creel ! Once,  and 
only  once,  he  let  one  escape,  and  his  shame  and 
annoyance  were  most  ludicrous  to  behold.  Some 
time  later  he  became  a little  odd  in  his  ways, 
and  a stupid  veterinary  having  assured  me  that 
he  was  going  mad,  I at  once  gave  him  to  my 
mother-in-law. 

A Japanese  pug  bitch,  yclept  “ Yeddo,’’  which 
belonged  to  my  sisters,  was  also  desperately 
fond  of  fishing.  Strange  to  say,  she  was  a capital 
water  dog,  a very  unusual  thing  in  a pug. 
Whenever  I crossed  the  river,  over  she  came  too, 
and  quite  resented  any  offer  to  carry  her.  Finally 
she  took  to  following  me  into  the  water  when  I 
waded,  and  this  was  done  so  noiselessly  that  I 
was  often  startled,  on  looking  round,  to  see  her 
podgy  little  form  close  behind  me,  trying  to  hold 
its  own  against  the  stream.  Such  proceedings 
were,  of  course,  inadmissable,  and  she  had  to  be 
shut  up  when  I went  fishing,  until  I was  past 
rejoining.  She  was  as  intelligent  and  could 
perform  almost  as  many  tricks  as  any  poodle  I 
ever  saw,  either  on  or  off  the  stage.  I never  loved 
a dog,  either  befoi’e  or  since,  so  dearly  as  I did 
“ Yeddo.”  At  the  age  of  seven,  she  and  five 
other  pugs  died  within  one  memorable  week  of 
that  cruel  scourge  of  all  dogs,  and  of  pugs  in 
particular,  the  distemper.  We  were  a heart- 
broken family. 

“ Peter  ” is,  or  was — for  it  is  nearly  four  years 
since  I have  had  news  of  him — a true  Iceland  dog, 
which  in  appearance  is  something  between  an 
Esquimo  dog  and  a collie.  I had  him  four  years, 
and  never  brought  him  to  England.  He  wel- 
comed me  rapturously  each  time  I landed  in 
Reykjavik,  and  at  once  threw  over  my  man,  who 
fed  and  cared  for  him  during  nine  months  out  of 
the  twelve,  to  attach  himself  exclusively  to  me. 

“ Peter”  was  light  hearted  to  the  verge  of  foolish- 
ness, and  will  remain  a puppy  to  the  end  of  his 
days,  however  protracted  may  be  their  span. 
When  first  I had  him,  he  took  a keen  interest  in 
fishing,  but  he  soon  became  hlase,  and  spent  his 
days  on  the  river  banks  in  the  wildest  of  wild- 
goose  chases.  He  never  caught  a bird  in  his  life, 
but,  nonetheless,  no  sooner  did  he  see  one  rise 
in  flight,  even  though  it  were  half-a-mile  distant, 
than  off  he  started  in  pui’suit  with  never-to-be- 
damped  enthusiasm.  He  never  looked  where  he 
was  going,  but  tumbled  head  over  heels,  some- 
times on  dry  land,  sometimes  in  bogs,  and  some- 
times into  the  river.  In  one  respect  he  was 
extremely  useful.  If  I saw  cattle  or  sheep  ahead, 
too  near  to,  and  casting  their  ugly  shadows  on  the 
water  1 was  going  to  lish,  I had  only  to  point 
them  out  to  “ i’etcr,”  and  they  were  promptly 
“moved  on.”  At  luncheon  time  he  was  always 


“ there.”  He  knew  that  his  lunch  was  invariably 
prepared  and  put  into  the  bag  with  mine,  and  he 
enjoyed  his  midday  snack  immensely.  He  was  a 
friendly  dog  with  most  people — when  away  from 
the  tents — having  only  one  unconquerable  aver- 
sion— an  extremely  hirsute  man  of  weak  intellect, 
whose  hair  and  beard  would  break  the  teeth  of  a 
rake.  But  he  steadfastly  refused  to  allow  anyone, 
save  my  servant,  to  enter  the  tents  in  my  absence, 
and,  even  when  I was  there,  I had  to  explain 
matters  to  him  at  some  length  before  he  would 
consent  to  let  a stranger  come  in.  Then  he 
retreated  under  my  bed  and  kept  distrustful 
watch  and  ward  until  the  person  whom  he 
regarded  as  an  intruder  had  departed. 

P.S. — I had  just  finished  writing  these  re- 
miniscences, which  lay  upon  my  table,  when  in 
dropped  a Clerman  friend,  who  at  once  spotted 
“copy.”  I allowed  him  to  peruse  my  MS.,  and, 
when  he  had  laid  it  down,  he  said,  “ I know 
nothing  about  angling,  and  little  about  anglers, 
except  that  they  are  notoriously  a morbidly 
truthful  race.  I don’t  see  anything  very  remark- 
able about  your  dogs,  and  I feel  sure  that  your 
readers  would  feel  more  interested  in  an  anecdote 
concerning  some  dachshunds  which  belonged  to 
me,  and  which  is  very  much  at  your  and  their 
service.  Those  really  were  intelligent  pups.” 
After  hearing  his  story,  I ventured  to  remark 
that  anglers  are  a sensitive  folk,  and  being,  as  he 
knew,  strictly  truthful,  they  might  resent 
an  anecdote  being  thrust  upon  them,  which, 
unless  sworn  to  before  a commissioner  for  oaths, 
might  savour  to  them  of  exaggeration.  He 
replied  that  guileless  people  were  unsuspicious  of 
guile  ; that  his  story  was  vastly  superior  to  mine, 
and  was,  moreover,  absolutely  veracious.  And 
so,  ])ersuaded  against  my  better  judgment,  I 
give  it,  somewhat  timidly,  in  his  own  words. 

“ Some  years  ago,  I had  a couple  of  young 
dachshunds  which  gave  me  some  trouble  to 
break  in  as  house  dogs.  There  was  one  subject 
on  which  we  jiarticularly  differed  in  opinion. 
Their  favourite  lounge  was  the  sofa,  and  this  I 
strongly  objected  to.  Repeated  whippings  soon 
taught  them  that  it  was  unhealthy  for  them  to 
get  up  there  when  I was  present,  but,  on  return- 
ing to  the  room  suddenly,  after  a short  absence, 
I often  caught  them  on  the  forbidden  couch,  and 
as  often  punished  them.  Then  they  took  to 
jumping  down  when  they  heard  me  coming.  I 
would  find  them  innocently  stretched  on  the 
hearthrug,  but,  as  I pride  myself  on  being  cpiite 
as  knowing  as  a ‘ Dachserl,’  I used  to  put  my 
hand  on  the  sofa,  and,  finding  it  warm  in  the 
place  where  they  had  been  lying,  they  got  their 
whipping.  One  day,  thinking  to  catch  them  in, 
flag7'ante  delictu,  I sneaked  up  to  the  door,  wdth- 
out  my  shoes,  and  peeped  through  the  keyhole. 
There  were  the  two  rascals,  on  their  hind  legs, 
blowing  upon  the  spot  where  they  had  lain  on 
the  sofa  to  cool  it ! ” M.  B. 


DO  SALMON  FEED  IN  FRESH 
WATER. 


Not  long  ago  there  was  a good  deal  of 
correspondence  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  as  to 
whether  salmon  did  or  did  not  take  any  food 
after  they  come  into  the  rivers  from  the  sea — no 
food  having  ever  been  found  in  their  stomachs — • 
but  I do  not  remember  that  it  was  ever  men- 
tioned that  Izaak  Walton  drew  attention  to  the 
same  circumstance  as  regards  the  Fordidge 
trout.  He  says  that  “ Sir  George  Hastings,  an 
excellent  angler,  and  now  with  God,”  told  him, 
“ he  thought  that  trout  bit,  not  for  hunger,  but 
wantonness,  and  it  is  the  rather  to  be  believed, 
because  he  then,  and  many  others  before  him, 
have  been  curious  to  search  into  their  bellies 
what  the  food  was  by  which  they  lived,  and  have 
found  out  nothing  by  which  they  might  satisfy 
their  curiosity  ” . . . “ And  so  much,”  he 

adds,  “ these  Fordidge  trouts,  which  never  afford 
an  angler  sport,  but  either  live  their  time  of 
being  in  the  fresh  water  by  their  meat  formerly 
gotten  in  the  sea,  not  unlike  the  swallow  or  the 
frog,  or  by  the  virtue  of  the  fresh  water  only ; or 
as  the  bird  of  paradise  and  the  chameleon  are 
said  to  live  by  the  sun  and  the  air.”  The 
“ Fordwich  trout”  was  jiroved  by  Frank 
Buckland  to  be  a bull  trout. 

The  Amateur  Axoler. 


ANGLING  AT  STAINES. 


By  Temi'o. 

Thames  angling,  during  the  winter  months,  is 
generally  of  an  excellent  character,  and  those  who 
possess  a robust  constitution  may  defy  the 
nipping  frost,  the  northerly  winds,  and  obtain 
endless  enjoyment.  The  season  is  par  excellence 
for  jack  as  well  as  perch  fishing,  and  the  Thames 
holds  a large  number  of  the  former.  It  is  true 
they  are  invariably  small,  the  average  being  from 
81b.  to  61b.,  but  occasionally  fish  of  91b.  or  101b. 
are  caught.  Perch  are  becoming  more  abundant, 
and  are  often  of  fair  size.  This  is  an  improve- 
ment which  will  be  welcomed  by  many  anglers 
who  indulge  in  perch  fishing.  Roach  are  now  in 
good  condition.  They  have  had  an  abundance  of 
vegetable  food  during  the  past  summer,  and  are 
consequently  plump  and  solid,  showing  plenty  of 
fighting  power,  and  are  usually  of  good  size. 
They  are  well  worth  the  angler’s  best  attention, 
but  line  tackle  must  be  used  if  any  pretence  be 
made  to  a good  day’s  sport. 

The  reputation  of  Staines  as  a good  station  for 
all-round  fishing  has  increased  year  by  year,  and 
now  holds  a favourite  place  in  the  estimation  of 
many  followers  of  Izaak  Walton.  Despite  the 
clearness  of  the  stream,  large  quantities  of  fish 
have  been  taken  from  this  district  during  the 
past  summer.  Chub  and  roach  fishing  has  b^en, 
and  is  now,  exceptionally  good.  To  be  a successful 
Thames  angler  one  must  be  acquainted  with  the 
various  swims  in  the  district  in  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  fish,  though  in  the  fine  stretch  of  water 
between  Bell  Weir  and  Penton  Hook  the  practised 
eye  of  the  angler  will  detect  at  once  the  swims 
where  the  jack  are,  the  sharper  stream  where 
roach  and  dace  abound,  and  the  deep  holes  the 
home  of  bream  and  barbel.  It  will,  however,  con- 
siderably assist  those  who  are  not  acquainted  with 
the  water  to  have  a few  of  the  most  noteworthy 
swims  pointed  out  to  them.  There  are  plenty  of 
anglers  who  know  how  to  fish  the  Thames,  but 
many  may  not  know  where  to  exercise  their  skill. 
If,  therefore,  this  general  survey  of  the  Staines 
water  renders  it  easier  for  a few  anglers  to  capture 
a bag  full  of  fish  instead  of  going  empty  away,  it 
will  have  served  its  purpose.  . » 

The  river  is  within  easy  walking  distance  oi 
either  the  South-Western  or  Great  Western 
railway  stations,  and  by  using  the  anglers 
privilege  ticket  the  fare  is  only  2s.  from  the 
metropolis.  On  arriving  at  Staines  County 
Bridge,  Bell  Weir  lies  on  the  right  and  Penton 
Hook  on  the  left ; but  on  reaching  the  towing- 
path  the  situations  are  reversed.  What  is  termed 
the  Lower  Thames  commences  at  the  weir,  and  a 
number  of  trout  were  caught  there  last  season. 
Barbel  were  also  prolific,  and  jack  are  now  fo  b® 
taken.  At  the  mouth  of  the  Colne,  a river  which 
joins  the  Thames  almost  immediately  below  the 
weir,  there  is  an  excellent  winter  roach  swim,  and 
further  down  stream,  on  the  Surrey  (or  towing- 
path)  side  is  the  well-known  Walnut  Tree  swim, 
which  has  afforded  good  sport  to  roach  and 
barbel  fishers.  There  is  a “ backwater  ” on  the 
Bucks  side,  which  holds  jack  and  roach,  but  it 
can  only  be  fished  when  the  water  is  high.  Close 
to  the  old  Windsor  Soap  Works  there  is  a bridge 
on  the  towing-path,  and  a deep  hole  which  con- 
tains  plenty  of  barbel  is  situated  imnaediately 
opposite  to  the  bridge.  Of  course,  it  is  practically 
useless  to  fish  for  barbel  during  the  winter 
months,  but  these  swims  are  mentioned  in  order 
that  they  maybe  of  future  use  to  the  reader. 
In  barbel  fishing  the  best  bait  is  the  ordinary 
lob-worm,  which  should  be  nicely  cleansed,  and 
put  on  the  hook  whole.  Nothing  is  more  detri- 
mental to  successful  barbel  fishing  than  the  use 
of  a dead  or  injured  worm  as  bait,  though  the 
tail  end  of  a “ lob  ” often  attracts  the  fish  when 
the  whole  worm  fails.  The  bait  should  nearly 
always  lie  on  the  bottom  of  the  river,  and  the 
ledger  line  is  mostly  used  in  this  kind  of  fishing. 
Lower  down  stream,  on  the  Surrey  side,  is  a 
cluster  of  three  trees,  opposite  to  which  is  another 
barbel  swim,  and  on  the  Bucks  shore,  in  the 
winter,  chub-fishing  is  very  remunerative.  In  the 
centre  of  the  river,  in  front  of  the  gas  works, 
there  is  a good  summer  roach  swim,  but  in 
winter  it  is  necessary  to  fish  closer  to  the 


boughs  which  overhang  on  the  Bucks  side,  as 
the  fish  swim  nearer  in  shore  on  account  of 
the  swiftness  of  the  stream.  The  angler  will  get 
better  sport  when  the  water  is  high  and  coloured. 
After  passing  the  gas  works,  some  rather  high 
clay  banks  are  met  with.  The  water  here  is 
shallow  on  the  towing-path  side  of  the  river,  and 
some  very  fair- sized  chub  can  be  taken  on  these 
shallows  in  the  warm  weather,  by  whipping  with 
gentles  or  using  the  fly.  A ledger  line  for  barbel 
is  also  of  much  use,  as  by  casting  to  the  opposite 
shore  one  may  almost  rely  upon  getting  one  or 
two  of  these  fish.  This  swim  in  the  winter  months 
holds  plenty  of  jack  of  fair  size.  _ Near  the 
London  Stone  is  a hole  which  contains  bream, 
and  a tributary  of  the  Colne  here  joins  the 
Thames.  We  now  come  to  Church  Eyot,  and 
from  there  down  stream  as  far  as  the  brewery 
drain  is  an  excellent  stretch  of  water  for  jack 
fishing.  This  swim  has  already  afforded  good 
sport  this  season,  the  fish  as  a rule  appearing  in 
the  pink  of  condition.  The  portion  of  Bucking- 
hamshire through  which  the  river  runs  terminates 
behind  Church  Eyot,  and  the  stream  from  thence 
is  bordered  on  that  side  by  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex. Just  above  the  County  Bridge  there  is  a 
barbel  swim  from  which  a number  of  fish  have 
been  taken  during  the  past  summer.  One  should 
fish  here  very  early  in  the  morning  before  the 
water  is  disturbed  by  traffic.  After  passing 
through  the  bridge  there  are  several  roach  swims, 
though  they  are  not  quite  so  good  as  they  once 
were  on  account  of  being  over-fished.  Two  of 
these  swims  are  just  off  Messrs.  W.  Ridley  and 
Son’s  premises,  another  tributary  of  the  Colne 
(which  flows  by  the  Great  Western  railway 
station)  emptying  itself  into  the  Thames  b®Jj®- 
The  water  is  deep,  and  can  consequently  be 
fished  at  all  seasons.  In  times  gone  by,  some 
of  the  largest  Thames  roach  were  taken  from 
these  swims.  Some  of  the  professional  fishermen 
are  stationed  near  the  stone  bridge,  and  others 
are  situated  a little  further  down  stream,  their 
names  are  T.  Spicer,  Keene,  sen.,  Keene,  ]un.,  C. 
Hone,  G.  Osman,  and  J.  Clarke.  We  now  coine 
to  Staines  Town  Hall  and  the  Eire  Brigade 
Station.  From  the  latter  to  the  iron  railway 
bridge  (on  the  Middlesex  side)  there  is  a splendid 
jack  swim,  whilst  further  out  in  the  stream 
roach  may  be  taken  in  fair  quantities. 

After  passing  under  the  railway  bridge,  the 
towing-path  is  on  the  Middlesex  side.  A new 
church  is  now  in  course  of  erection  on  the  ^iy®^ 
bank,  a short  distance  down  stream,  and  barbel 
are  caught  in  the  deeps,  which  are  situated 
opposite  to  the  church.  This  swim  extends  a 
good  distance,  and  roach  and  dace  fishing  can  be 
successfully  done  just  off  the  inlet,  which  forms 
a private  ornamental  lake  on  the  towing-path 
side.  The  Surrey  shore  from  thence  is  well- 
edged  with  large  willow  trees,  short  withies,  and 
other  shrubbery,  which  forms  a shelter  for  chub. 
These  fish  may  be  taken  here  either  in  suminer 
or  winter.  There  is  always  something  to  admire 
at  the  Thames  side,  and  though  insect  life  is  now 
dead,  the  frosted  trees  make  a charming  picture, 
especially  when  the  robin  red-breasts  flit  merrily 
from  twig  to  twig,  apparently  as  delighted  with 
winter  as  many  of  us  are  with  spring  and  sum- 
mer.  But  in  addition  to  its  infinite  variety,  the 
Thames  in  winter  has  a special  attraction  for  the 
angler,  because  it  is  then  that  the  finest  specim^ 
fish  are  generally  taken.  Jack,  roach,  perch, 
dace,  and  chub  are  then  in  good  condition,  and 
appear  to  be  stronger,  thus  giving  the  angler 
more  sport.  More  particularly  may  this  be  said 
of  roach,  the  favourite  fish  of  many  Thames 
anglers,  and  in  fishing  for  them,  Izaak  Walton 
says  it  is  essential  to  have  “a  small  hook,  a quick 
eye,  and  a nimble  hand.”  I would  also  add  that 
in  the  summer  the  float  should  either  be  painted 
or  enamelled  mignonette  green,  so  that  it 
resembles  a weed  in  the  water,  and  it  is  mss 
likely  to  frighten  the  fish  in  a clear  stream.  But 
let  us  return  to  the  swims.  We  now  arrive  at 
Tress’s  Island  (on  the  Surrey  side),  on  which  is  a 
stone,  placed  there  in  1774  by  the  Right  Hon. 
F.  Bull.  Off  the  island  there  are  some  good 
swims  for  roach,  dace,  and  barbel ; whilst 
opposite  to  Whitehouse’s  coal  shed,  there  is  a 
very  well-known  swim  for  roach,  which  has 
obtained  a good  reputation.  After  passing  the 
shed  are  some  more  withies,  under  which  chub 
lie,  and  further  on  is  what  is  locally  known  as 
the  fishing  temple.  It  is  a quaint  little  building, 


with  a square  tower,  and  is  the  half-way  house 
between  Ghertsey  and  Staines.  Near  here,  in  the 
bend  of  the  river,  jack  are  located,  and  on  the 
Middlesex  shore,  which  bends  to  the  lett,  there  is 
a roach  swim  suitable  for  bank  anglers.  iho 
water  in  the  winter  is  just  a nice  depth,  though 
it  is  somewhat  shallow  in  the  summer.  If  the 
wind  is  blowing  strong  from  the  north-east  it 
would  be  better  not  to  fish  this  swim,  as  the  wind 
cuts  across  the  open  and  transforms  the  water 
into  a miniature  sea,  which  renders  it  very 
difficult  to  tell  when  the  roach  bite.  In  cold 
weather  it  also  makes  it  very  uncomfortable^  tor 
the  angler.  We  now  come  to  a barbel  and  jack 
swim,  which  extends  from  the  aforesaid  bend  to 
Penton  Hook.  Under  the  high  banks  on  the 
towing-path  side  of  the  river,  just  before  reaching 
the  lock,  there  are  several  roach  swims  suitable 
for  bank  anglers,  and  they  are  well  patronised 
at  all  times  during  the  angling  season.  Near  to  the 
piles,  which  are  situated  between  the  entrance  to 
the  Hook  and  the  lock,  is  in  the  summer  montns 
well-known  to  be  a good  place  for  roach  fishing,  and 
one  would  almost  think  that  perch  could  be  taken 
there  if  a paternoster  were  used.  But,  so  far  as 
I know,  none  have  been  fished  for  here. 

Penton  Hook  lies  on  the  right,  and  before 
passing  over  the  old  weir  there  is  a barbel  and 
bream  hole  which  has  been  well  fished,  and  on  the 
shallows  on  the  Surrey  shore  there  is  a capital 
place  for  fly-fishing  for  dace,  and  occasionally 
trout  are  taken  there.  In  the  summer,  too,  barbel 
are  taken  just  after  passing  over  the  weir ; and  on 
the  left-hand  side,  where  an  old  tree  has  partly 
fallen  (the  first  one  met  with  after  passing  the 
weir),  is  a well-known  roach  swim  which  is 
patronised  nearly  every  day  throughout  the 
season,  but  anyone  wishing  to  fish  there  must  be 
up  with  the  lark  or  he  will  find  some  piscatorial 
brother  there  before  him.  Lower  down  on  the 
right  hand  is  a large  bed  of  rushes  which  divides 
the  stream  and  forms  a backwater.  By  passing 
behind  the  rushes  the  stream  is  less  rapid,  and 
off  the  tail  end  of  these  reeds  there  are  some 
large  jack,  which  would  well  repay  some  little 
attention  just  now.  At  the  mouth  of  the  Abbey 
river  there  is  a good  barbel  swim,  and  m the 
bend  there  is  a fine  winter  roach  swim,  from  which 
T Spicer,  one  of  the  Staines  fishermen,  has  taken 
a large  quantity  of  fish  since  the  frosty  weather 
set  in.  They  were  nearly  all  of  good  size,  and 
not  one  undersized  amongst  them.  We  now  1®^^® 
the  Abbey  river  on  the  right  and  pass  farther 
round  the  Hook.  On  the  right  there  is 
another  piece  of  jack  water,  and  further  on  still, 
though  on  the  left,  there  is  a roach  and  barbel 
swim,  and  occasionally  chub  can  be  taken  there. 
The  swim  lies  just  before  coming  to  what  is 
known  as  the  Rocks,  and  from  thence  we  pass  on 
to  the  old  Tumbling  Bay.  Here  is  a hole  from 
which  a large  number  of  bream  have  been  taken 
at  various  times.  It  lies  just  in  front  of  the  bay, 
and  as  the  stream  is  strong  and  the  bottom 
“ rocky,”  it  is  advisable  to  have  fine  but  strong 
tackle,  as  well  as  a surplus  supply  of  it.  Bf®am 
fishing,  of  course,  is  precarious,  and  one  may  tisu 
several  days  without  getting  a fish,  but  should 
they  come  on  the  feed  when  the  angler  is  at  work 
it  IS  usually  so  much  the  worse  for  the  fish. 
Finally,  one  of  the  best  barbel  swims  this  side  of 
Windsor  is  just  between  the  Tumbling  Bi^  and 
the  lock,  which  is  now  met  with  again,  though 
we  are  at  the  lower  end  of  it.  The  fish  which 
have  been  taken  from  this  swini  during  the  past 
summer  have  been  of  good  size,  quality,  and 
quantity.  It  would,  however,  require  an  article 
exclusively  devoted  to  Penton  Hook  to  do  it 
justice;  but  the  above-mentioned  swims  are  the 
principal  ones.  One  incident  must  be  mentioned 
in  connection  with  the  lock  itself.  Last  spring  a 
trout  weighing  8ilb.  was  jammed  between  a 
steam  launch  and  the  side  of  the  lock  and  thereby 
killed.  It  is  supposed  that  the  screw  of  the 
launch  first  struck  the  fish,  which,  in  endeavour- 
ing to  escape  from  further  harm,  met  with  an 
untimely  death.  This  fish  was  taken  away  by  a 
person  who  was  standing  by  and  sold  to  a gentle- 
man he  met  on  the  towing-path  for  os.  it  is 
sad  to  think  that  such  a splendid  specimen  of  a 
Thames  trout  met  with  such  an  inglorious  end, 
and  graced  a table  instead  of  the  walls  of  a 
club-room.  These  remarks,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will 
be  of  service  to  many,  and  may  enable  some 
to  spend  a Merry  Christinas  and  a Happy  JNew 
Year. 
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THAI  CHUB  ! 

As  more  than  one  reference  is  made  in  our 
columns  this  week  by  members  of  the  Fly  Fishers’ 
Clnl)  to  what  Mr.  W.  Pingo  Horton  said  in  pro- 
posing the  toast  of  “ The  Visitors,”  we  think  we 
cannot  do  belter  than  reproduce  his  speech, 
especially  as  it  was  very  imperfectly  given  last 
week. — Er>. 

” Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Members. — The 
toast  which  I am  about  to  propose  carries  on  the 
face  of  it  your  apjiroval,  and  I feel  sure  I have 
only  to  mention  it  to  at  once  enlist  your  cordial 
support.  It  is  the  toast  of  our  visitors  here  to- 
night, who,  by  their  presence  among  us,  add  so 
much  to  the  pleasure  and  variety  of  our  entertain- 
ment. (Hear,  hear.)  We  have  among  them,  as  is 
usual  on  this  occasion,  gentlemen  distinguished 
in  art,  in  literature,  and  in  various  other  pro- 
fessions and  pursuits,  and  I shall  presently  couple 
with  the  toast  the  names  of  Mr.  Armstrong  and 
Mr.  Christie  Murray.  Probably  many  of  you 
know  the  story  of  the  small  schoolboy  who  was 
asked  by  his  teacher  to  define  Responsibility,  and 
who  aptly  described  it  in  this  fashion,  ‘ If,’ he 
said,  ‘ I had  lost  all  the  buttons  but  one  off  my 
trousers,  that  button  would  be  in  a position  of 
great  responsibility.’  (Laughter.)  Now  I feel 
somewhat  in  the  position  of  the  button,  because 
while  on  the  one  haml  I am  anxious  not  to  shirk 
doing  full  justice  as  far  as  I am  able  to  the  toast 
of  our  visitors,  yet  on  the  other  hand  I can 
imagine  some  of  you  saying  to  yourselves,  ‘Oh. 
cut  these  speeches  short  and  let  us  hear  some  of 
the  excellent  music  provided  for  us.’  Those  who 
are  of  that  opinion  are  only  following  the  example 
of  our  revered  yet  susceptible  master,  Izaak 
Walton.  For  we  know  that  on  one  occasion  he 
went  with  a visitor  out  of  his  way  to  see  the 
handsome  milkmaid  Maudlin,  to  whom  my  friend 
Mr.  Marslon  has  just  alluded,  in  order  to  hear 
her  sing  that  choice  old  song  by  Kit  Marlowe,  and 
when  she  had  complied  with  his  request,  we  are 
told  that  with  a generosity  which  was  character- 
istic of  him,  he  presented  her  with  a chub  ! 
(Laughter!)  Gentlemen,  I don’t  know  whether 
many  of  you  have  attempted  to  eat  a chulj.  If 
you  have,  I feel  sure  you  will  not  wish  to  repeat 
the  experiment.  (Laughter.)  It  is  like  cotton  wool 
and  hairpins  ; it  is  like  the  shad,  which  is 
so  much  eaten  across  the  Atlantic,  and  of 
which  a well-known  American  writer  said, 
‘‘You  should  fry  it  lightly,  eat  it  carefully, 
and  then  you  should  strip  off  all  your  clothing 
and  rub  yourself  down  with  sandpaper  to  remove 
any  of  the  bones  projecting  through  the  skin.” 
(Laughter.)  Gentlemen,  it  I say  anything  more 
about  chub  I shall,  I am  sure,  very  soon  be  at 
‘ loggerheads  ’ with  some  of  its  admirers  I see 
round  me,  so  I will  only  add  in  conclusion,  that 
on  behalf  of  the  club  I have  to  offer  our  visitors  a 
hearty  welcome  and  a hope  that  before  the  next 
annual  dinner  many  of  them  will  have  joined  our 
ranks,  and  that  they  will  attend  many  future 
dinners  as  members  of  the  club,  bringing  more 
visitors  with  them.” 


CHUB. 

By  “The  Amateur  Angler.” 

If  any  further  proof  were  wanted  than  those 
which  I have  persistently  given  from  time  to 
time  in  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  GaztUe  that  I 
am  but  a mere  amateur,  or,  as  the  chairman  of 
your  Annual  Fly  Fisher’s  Dinner  last  week  calls 
himself,  a mere  novice  in  the  angling  art — a 
nibbler  off  and  on  for  many  years — that  proof 
may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  I have  never  eaten 
chub.  I never  caught  one.  Here,  you  may  be 
mre,  is  the  distinguishing  line  which  separates 
ivery  true-born  Izaak  Waltonian  from  the  mere 
peddler  at  angling.  Piscator  nascitur  non  fit  is  as 
true  of  piscators  as  of  poets — if  one  is  not  born 
so,  one  can  never  be  made  an  angler  of  the  true 
breed.  Is  it  possible  that  there  can  be  any 
degenerate  son  of  Izaak  Walton  who  has  not 
tasted  and  revelled  in  the  delicious  meat  to  be 
found  amongst  the  bones  of  a good,  handsome 
chub  ? And  yet  an  irreverent  disciple,  who  spoke 
at  your  Fly  Fishers’  Dinner  with  becoming  vene- 
ration for  his  beloved  master,  had  the  audacity  to 
question  the  reality  of  his  benevolence  in  the 
matter  of  the  milkmaid  when  he  rewarded  her 


for  singing  so  sw'eetly  that  pretty  song  of  Kit 
Marlow’s, 

Come  live  with  me,  and  be  my  love, 
by  presenting  her  with  a lovely  chub  ! This 
gentleman  had  himself  tasted  chub,  and  vowed 
that  it  was  as  good  as  “cotton  wool  stuffed 
with  needles;”  so  it  probably  is,  but  all  depends 
on  the  way  you  cook  it. 

We  are  all  aware  that  there  is  as  great  variety 
amongst  trout  as  there  is  amongst  sheep,  which 
“ differ  from  one  another  in  their  shape  and  big- 
ness, and  in  the  fineness  of  their  wool,”  and  it 
may  be  added,  in  the  delicacy  or  toughness  of 
their  flesh  ; but  undoubtedly  there  is  this  to  be 
said  tf  every  kind  of  trout,  that  he  is  a “generous 
fish,”  and,  as  Walton  says,  “ the  most  dainty 
palates  have  allowed  precedency  to  him.”  There 
are  varieties  of  bass.  I have  eaten  black  bass  in 
New  York  which,  for  delicate  tenderness  and  yet 
firmness  of  flesh  and  sweetness  of  flavour,  would 
compete  for  precedency  even  with  the  “ admir- 
able trout”  of  “ The  Dove,”  which  “are  reputed  by 
those  who  live  upon  its  banks  as  the  best  of  any,” 
a statement  by  Izaak  Walton  which  is  quite 
confirmed  by  my  own  limited  experience.  I have 
also  heard  of  black  bass  caught  somewhere  in  the 


the  chub  and  the  MILKMAID’S  SONG. 

(Reproduction  of  Wale  s Illustration  in  “ Hawkins’s  Edition  of 
Walton,”  dated  1759.) 


Southern  States,  which,  as  articles  for  human 
food,  are  about  on  a par  with  the  sole  of  a boot 
and  a blacking  brush  combined.  Might  one  not 
then  reasonably  argue  that  the  particular  chub 
mentioned  in  the  interesting  speech  above  re- 
ferred to  is  one  of  a baser  sort  than  that  which 
Izaak  Walton  so  lovingly  presented  to  the  milk- 
maid ? Or  it  may  be,  as  I have  already  hinted, 
that  the  proper  cooking  of  chub  in  these  degene- 
rate days  has  become  a lost  art.  I admit  that, 
even  in  those  good  old  times,  the  chub  had  an 
unsavoury  reputation  ; but  what  says  the  master  ? 

Pise.  I doiibt  not  but  at  yonder  tree  I shall 
catch  a chub ; and  then  we’ll  turn  to  an 
honest,  cleanly  hostess,  that  I know  right 
well,  rest  ourselves  there,  and  dress  it  for 
our  dinner. 

Yen.  (evidently  alarmed  at  the  prospect) 
replies  ; Oh,  sir,  a chub  is  the  worst  of 
fish  that  swims  ; I hoped  for  a trout  for  my 
dinner. 

Pise.  Trust  me,  there  is  not  a likely  place 
for  a trout  hereabouts  . . . 'I’he  sun  is 

got  so  high  and  shines  so  clear  that  I will 
not  undertake  the  catching  of  a trout  till 
evening ; and,  though  a chub  bo  by  yon 
and  many  others  reckoned  the  worst  of 


fish,  yet  you  shall  see  I’ll  make  it  a good  fish 
by  dressing  it. 

Yen.  Why,  how  will  you  dress  him  ? 

Pise.  I’ll  tell  you,  by-and-by,  when  I have 
caught  him. 

Needless  it  is  for  me  to  tell  how  he  was  caught 
or  how  he  was  cooked.  Every  true  Waltonian 
possesses  the  “ Compleat  Angler”;  if  he  wants  to 
learn  how  to  catch  and  how  to  cook  this  maligned 
fish,  let  him  turn  to  Chapter  III. : “ How  to  fish 
for  and  to  dress  the  Chavender  or  Chub.” 

It  is  frankly  admitted  by  the  master  that  the 
chub  as  he  is  usually  dressed  does  not  eat  well. 
He  is  objected  against,  not  only  for  being  full  of 
small  forked  bones  dispersed  through  all  his  body, 
but  that  he  eats  waterish,  and  that  the  flesh  of 
him  is  not  firm,  but  short  and  tasteless ; the 
French  think  so  meanly  of  him  as  to  call  him 
un  villain  ; all  of  which  goes  to  confirm  the 
“ cotton  wool  and  needles  ” theory — but  then  so 
much  depends  on  the  cooking. 

Again,  what  says  the  master? 

Pise.  Come,  hostess,  how  do  you  ? Will  you 
first  give  us  a cup  of  your  best  drink,  and 
then  dress  this  chub  as  you  dressed  my 
last,  when  I and  my  friend  were  hei’e  about 
eight  or  ten  days  ago?  But  you  must  do 
me  one  courtesy  — it  must  be  done 
instantly. 

ITostess.  I will  do  it,  Mr.  Piscator,  and  with 
all  the  speed  I can. 

Pise.  Now,  sir,  has  not  ray  hostess  made 
haste  ? and  does  not  the  fish  look  lovely  ? 

Yen.  Both,  upon  my  word,  sir;  and  there- 
fore let’s  say  grace  and  fall  to  eating  it. 

Pise.  Well,  sir,  how  do  you  like  it  ? 

Yen.  Trust  me,  His  as  good  meat  as  ever  I 
tasted.  Now  let  me  thank  you  for  it,  drink 
to  you,  and  beg  a courtesy  of  you ; but  it 
must  not  be  denied  me. 

Pise.  What  is  it  I pray,  sir?  You  are  so 
modest  that  methinks  I may  promise  to 
grant  it  before  it  is  asked. 

Yen.  Why,  sir,  it  is,  that  from  henceforth 
you  would  allow  me  to  call  you  master,  and 
that  really  I may  be  your  scholar;  for  you 
are  such  a companion,  and  have  so  quickly 
caught,  and  so  excellently  cooked  this  fish, 
as  making  me  ambitious  to  be  your 
scholar. 

Pise.  Give  me  your  hand,  from  this  time 
forward  I will  be  your  master.  . . . 

What  better  testimony  than  this  supreme  act 
of  friendship  could  we  possibly  have  that  the 
chub  of  the  olden  time  was  not  merely  an  edible 
animal,  but,  when  properly  cooked,  a dainty 
dish  ? 

After  all,  perhaps,  about  as  much  may  be  said 
against  the  villain  chub,  as  the  French  call  him, 
as  in  favour  of  “ the  poor  despised  chub,”  as  the 
master  calls  him.  I am  bound  to  confess  that  my 
little  study  of  him  has  not  inspired  me  with  the 
least  desire  either  to  catch  or  eat  him ; bat  the 
master’s  character  for  kindly  benevolence  must 
not  be  assailed  with  impunity. 

True  it  is,  and  it  must  be  owned,  that  the 
particular  chub  he  was  generously  about  to 
present  to  the  milkmaid  was  the  one  which  he 
had  just  before  spoken  of  disrespectfully,  but 
that  was  only  because  he  thought  he  had  got 
hold  of  a trout ! “Sir,  o’  my  word,”  he  cries,  “ I 
have  hold  of  him.  Oh  ! it  is  a great  logger-headed 
chub ; come,  hang  him  upon  that  willow  twig,  and 
let’s  he  going.”  Evidently  he  thought  better  of  it, 
and  consigned  the  chub  to  his  basket.  Shortly 
afterwards  he  encountered  the  milkmaid  and  her 
mother.  “ Ijook  yonder ! On  my  word,  yonder 
they  both  be  a milking  again.  I will  give  her 
the  chub,  and  persuade  them  to  sing  those  two 
songs  to  us.” 

“ Godspeed  you,  good  woman  ! I have  been 
a fishing,  and  am  going  to  Bleak  Hall  to  my  bed, 
and,  having  caught  more  fish  than  will  sup  my- 
self and  my  friend,  I will  bestow  this  upon  you 
and  your  daughter ; for  1 use  to  sell  none.” 

(Surely  one  can  excuse  that  little  outburst 
about  hanging  him  upon  a wdlov  twig!) 
“Marry!  God  requite  you,  sir,  and  we’ll  eat  it 
cheerfully,”  said  the  milkwoman.  Evidently  she 
knew  how  to  appreciate  the  gift,  and  how  to 
cook  it. 

I am  quite  sure  the  dear  old  boy  thought  he 
was  doing  a real  kindness  in  giving  this  “ logger- 
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headed  chub”  to  the  iiretty  milkmaid’s  mother— 
and  it  was  on  that  account  so  thankfully  and 
gracefully  received  by  her.  It  was  not  the  value 
of  the  gift  but  the  warm-hearted  geniality  of  the 
giver  that  won  the  hearts  of  the  milkmaid  apd 
her  mother,  and  caused  tlie  latter  to  promise  him 
“ a syllabub  of  a new  verjuice  in  a new  made  hay- 
cock ” when  he  came  that  way  again,  and  another 
song  from  Maudlin — for  they  both  “love  all 
anglers.”  No  doubt  he  was  fonder  of  giving  away 
chub  than  trout.  When  he  had  educated  Venator 
up  to  catch  a chub,  and  was  asked  by 
“ Wliat  shall  I do  with  my  chub  or  chevin  that  I 
have  caught  ? ” his  reply  was,  “ Marry,  sir  it 
shall  be  given  away  to  some  poor  body,  fori  II 
warrant  you  I’ll  give  you  a trout  for  your  sujiper ; 
and  it  is  a good  beginning  of  your  art  to  oner 
your  first  fruits  to  the  poor,  who  will  both  thank 
God  and  you  for  it.”  Possibly  the  irreverent 
scoffer  might  retort  that  the  good  old  master 
would  only  eat  chub  when  he  couldn’t  catch 
trout. 

Meadow  Placards. 

The  Hon.  Treasurer  of  the  Ply  Fishers’  Club 
drew  attention,  at  their  annual  dinner,  to  these 
flaunting  advertisements,  which,  as  he  said,  “blot 
the  scenery.”  I confess  that  I approach  this 
subject  with  an  open  mind ; doubtless  there  is 
much  to  be  said  against  them,  and  I suppose  not 
much  in  their  favour.  Let  us  imagine  our  good 
friends  Piscator  and  Venator  taking  shelter  from 
the  passing  showers  which  “ fell  gently  upon  the 
teeming  earth,  giving  a sweeter  smell  to  the 
lovely  flowers  that  adorn  these  verdant  meadows,” 
and  then  finding  themselves  suddenly  confronted 
by  a large  square  red  placard  informing  them 
that  Beecham’s  pills  ivere  worth  a guinea  a box! 

In  those  good  old  times  advertisements  in  this 
attractive  style  were  quite  unheard  of.  Surely 
such  an  apparition  would  have  been  to  them  what 
a red  cloak  is  to  a bull,  and  yet  at  this  end  of  the 
nineteenth  century  I have  seen  ahull  rubbing  his 
shoulders  against  the  supports  of  such  a glaring 
red  show  board  with  calmness  and  indifference. 
Surely  a bull  of  the  seventeenth  century  would 
have  madly  dashed  it  to  pieces ; that  was  the  age 
for  contemplation,  this  the  age  for  advertise- 
ment; the'  times  are  changed,  and  we  are 
changed  with  them.  Why  strain  at  these  gnats 
in  our  fields,  and  swallow  the  camels  that  adorn 
every  brick  wall  in  our  cities  ? What  are 
Beecham’s  pills  compared  with  that  flaming 
picture  of  a seductive  nymph  lighting  a cigarette 
at  the  mouth  of  an  equally  attractive  masher? 
Our  dead  walls  are  now  alive  with  the  fine 
arts ; the  ends  of  houses  are  picture  galle- 
ries ; our  omnibuses  are  covered  with  alluring 
announcements.  We  seemingly  enjoy  and 
applaud  all  these  things,  whilst  Beecham 
occupying  a quiet  nook  in  the  country, 
brightening  the  green  landscape  with  a dash  of 
vermilion,  excites  us  to  taurine  frenzy.  Surely 
now  Beecham  is  a benefactor  to  his  race  and  his 
country — does  he  not  sell  for  a shilling  what  is  , 
worth  a guinea  ? And  if  it  costs  him  only  a 
penny  he  does  not  himself  pocket  the  profit  ; he 
bestows  a large  portion  of  it  on  an  ungrateful 
public.  Does  he  not  spend  £50,000,  or  perhaps 
£100,000,  a year  in  advertising  ? See  the  profit 
that  accrues  to  the  farmers  who  expose  his  pills, 
and  the  innumerable  newspapers,  magazines,  and 
periodicals  that  grow  rich  on  his  expenditure, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  benefit  which  his  invaluable 
pills  afford  to  weak  humanity.  Happy  the 
farmer,  in  these  deplorable  times,  whose  fields 
encompass  a railway — Beecham’ s Pills  will  go  a 
long  way  to  help  him  pay  his  rent;  Carter’s 
Little  lAver  Pills  will  add  to  his  impoverished 
income  if  they  do  not  present  so  attractive  an 
object  in  the  landscape  ; to  an  unbiassed  mind  a 
little  patch  of  red  in  a green  field,  a red-roofed 
cottage  or  a sand-red  cow,  for  example,  has  a 
picturesque  effect,  and  Beecham’s  board  is  red.  I 
am  not  aware  that  Pears’  Soap,  or  Sapolio,  or 
Keen’s  Mustard  have  yet  invaded  the  green  fields, 
but  I fancy  I have  seen  them  here  and  there  (if 
not  everywhere)  at  railway  stations,  in  railway 
carriages,  and  all  along  the  line — soap  and  pills, 
Keen’s  Mustard,  and  the  Waverley  Ben,  are  they 
not  all  a boon  and  a blessing  to  men  ? In  past  days 
it  was  said  that  “ good  wine  needed  no  bush,”  but 
in  these  days  good  ]nlls  and  good  soap  need  a deal 
of  Bush.  Bold  advertisement  they  must  have — 
they  must  make  a noise  in  the  world,  or  humanity 
will  suffer.  When  a rosy  faced  maiden  in  the  far 


away  Devonshirolanes  bids  him  good  morning,  and 
modestly  asks  your  bon.  treasurer  if  he  has  used 
J’ears’  Soap,  you  may  be  sure  that  the  sweet 
lassie  has  used  it  herself.  If  Bears  has  not  yet 
invaded  our  meadows,  he  has  gone  much  further. 
He  has  invaded  the  hearts  and  the  cheeks  of  our 
Devonshire  lasses  and  helped  to  make  them  rosy. 
I’ersonally  I am  not  much  interested  in  these 
things,  i have  used  Bears’  soap,  and  found  it 
good.  I have  never  taken  a Beecham  pill,  nor 
bathed  in  the  sea  from  a Beecham  machine,  nor 
floated  in  the  air  in  a Liver  Bill  balloon  ; but  I am 
happy  in  feeling  that  I can  bear  the  infliction  of 
their  country  advertisements  with  an  equal  mind. 
This  is  the  age  of  “ bold  advertisement,”  but  it 
is  nothing  to  that  which  looms  in  the  future ; 
for  is  not  the  time  approaching  when  the  very 
clouds  that  lower  above  our  houses  will  be  made 
radiant  and  gorgeous  with  awful  signs  and  won- 
derful advertisements  ? Like  influenza,  it  is  a 
disease  of  the  ago,  and  cannot  be  suppressed — the 
people  ivill  have  it  so.  Nothing  will  be  bought  in 
the  future  until  it  has  first  been  hung  up  in  the 
sky  for  all  men  to  gaze  at.  A,  A. 


MR.  RUDYARD  KIPLING. 


It  is  a long  time  since  we  had  an  article  by 
Mr.  Rudyard  Kipling,  and  we  hoped  to  have  had 
one  in  our  Chris+mas  Number,  but  he  is  away  in 
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Me.  rudyard  KIPLING. 

America.  Mr.  Kipling  is  a very  keen  fisherman,  j 
and  we  live  in  hopes  of  having  a day  among  the  j 
big  pike  with  him,  arranged  for  long  ago.  Our  j 
readers  who  have  read  his  delightful  stories  will  i 
be  glad  to  have  his  portrait.  | 


Waltontaita 

Oh,  the  brave  fisher’s  life, 

’Tis  the  best  of  any, 

’Tis  full  of  pleasure,  void  of  strife. 

And  ’tis  belov’d  of  many. 

“ We  went  to  a good  honest  alehouse,  and  there 
we  played  at  shuffle-board  half  the  day.  All  the 
time  that  it  rained  we  were  there,  and  as  merry 
as  they  that  fysh’d,  and  I am  glad  we  are  now 
with  a dry  house  over  our  heads,  for  hark  how 
it  rains  and  blows.”  To  tell  the  truth,  the  good 
honest  alehouse,  with  its  shuffle-board,  bostis, 
Biscator’s  songs,  and  the  ketch  by  the  fecholer, 
are  more  in  season  this  week  in  which  the  Christ- 
mas  number  of  the  sees  the  light, 

then  the  river’s  bank.  We  havehearkened  unto  the 
rain  and  wind,  seen  the  rising  water  churned  into 
foam,  and  contented  ourselves  rather  by  telling 
more  or  less  truthful  stories  of  the  sport  enjoyed 
during  this  most  extraordinary  year  of  1893, 
than  by  visiting  the  river. 


1 HAVE  a word  or  two  to  say  concerning  that 
most  maligned  of  all  fish,  the  chub,  maligned 
more  particularly  Ly  trout  fishers.  At  the 
dinner  of  the  Ply  Fishers’  Club  the  other 
night,  my  friend  Mr.  I’ingo  Horton  re- 
ferred to  the  chub  which  Izaak  Walton, 
“with  his  accustomed  liberality,”  bestowed  iqion 
siveet  Maudlin,  the  milkmaid,  in  return  for  a 
song.  The  inference,  1 take  it,  was  that  the 
exchange  was  an  unfair  one,  the  song  being  worth 
more  than  the  fish.  But,  truly,  songs  are  like 
fair  words — they  cost  us  nothing,  while  a chub  is 
only  attained  by  a large  exjienditure  of  skill  and 
art.  Even  when  you  have  acquired  him,  is  he 
worth  anything  ? Biscator  says  that  “ though  he 
may  be  by  you.  Viator,  and  many  others  reckoned 
the  worst  of  all  fish,  yet  you  will  see  I will  make 
it  a good  fish  by  dressing  it.” 


After  propitiating  the  aforesaid  hostess  by 
ordering  a cup  of  her  best  ale,  he  says  to  her, 
“ Dress  this  chub  as  you  dressed  my  last,  but  you 
must  do  me  one  courtesy — it  must  be  done 
instantly.”  The  dressing  was  to  be  done  thus  : 
Scale  him  and  wash  him  outside  very  clean,  and 
cut  off  his  tail  and  fins,  but  wash  him  not  after 
he  has  been  gutted.  Chine  or  cut  him  through 
the  middle  as  a salt  fish  is  cut,  then  give  him  four 
or  five  scotches  with  your  knife,  broil  him  upon 
wood-cole  or  char-cole,  and  when  he  is  broiling 
baste  him  with  butter  that  shall  be  choicely  good, 
puttiiig  some  salt  into  your  butter,  and  a little 
thyme  or  other  sweet  herb. 


I am:  one  of  the  few  people  in  the  world  who 
have  eaten  chub,  and  therefore  speak  with  some 
considerable  authority  on  this  important  point. 
He  is  peculiar  in  this,  that  he  is  only  fit  for  food 
the  day  he  is  caught,  and  if  you  would  make  of 
him  even  better  food  than  the  fish  which  was 
done  in  the  honest  alehouse  where  the  lavender 
lay  in  the  windows,  cut  strips  of  flesh  off  his 
sides,  egg,  bread-crumb,  and  fry  them  delicately, 
as  you  would  a smelt,  in  butter,  and  you  shall  see 
that  a chub  if  dressed  aright  is  not  only  eatable, 
but  good.  

Now  I will  have  a word  to  say  to  Mr.  Horton 
concerning  the  milkmaid.  No  chub  was  given  to 
her,  but  rather  an  undivided  half.  ’Twas  a hand- 
some milkmaid  that  had  cast  away  all  care  and 
had  sung  like  a nightingale.  The  ditty  was  that 
smooth  one  which  was  made  by  Kit  Marlow,  and 
the  milkmaid’s  mother  sang  an  answer  to  it  made 
by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  in  his  younger  days.  Thus 
remarks  Biscator,  adding,  “ Look  yonder,  on  my 
word  they  both  be  a milking  again.  I will 
them  the  chub  and  persuade  them  to  sing  those 
two  songs  to  us.”  Thus  far  we  are  lef t uncertaui 
whether  Biscator  intended  to  confer  the  chub  on 
the  milkmaid  or  her  mother.  As  the  mother  is 
last  referred  to,  she  it  seems  was  the  one  who  was 
so  highly  honoured  by  a gift  from  the  hands  of 
the  great  master.  

Doubt  on  the  question  is  set  at  rest  by  Biscator 
saying,  “ God  speed,  good  woman  ; I have  been  a 
fishing  and  am  going  to  Bleak  Hall  to  my  bed, 
and  having  caught  more  fish  than  will  sup  myselt 
and  my  friends,  will  bestow  this  on  you  and  your 
daughter,  for  I use  to  sell  none.”  And  Maudlin  s 
mother  replied  in  the  quaint  language  of  the 
time,  “Marry,  God  requite  you,  sir,  and  we  11  cab 
it  cheerfully.  Will  you  drink  a draught  of  red 
cow’s  milk  ?”  So  after  all  it  is  the  mother  rather 
than  the  maid  who  was  propitiated  by  the 
But  both  sang  their  songs,  the  mother  last, 
Biscator  applauding.  “ W ell  sung,  good  woman ; 
I thank  you.  I will  give  you  another  dish  of  fash 
one  of  these  days,  and  then  beg  another  song  ot 
you.”  

The  next  remark  shows  us  exactly  what  was 
taking  place,  “ Gome,  Scholer,  let  Maudlin  alone, 
do  not  }ou  offer  to  spoil  her  voice.”  From  this  ib 
seems  that  while  the  great  teacher  was  more 
properly  conferring  with  the  milkmaid  s maternal 
ancestor,  the  scholar  (as  youths  will)  was  flirting 
with  the  milkmaid.  Templar. 


Thomas  Bailey  Aldrich  and  Richard  Henry 
Stoddard  contribute  poems  to  the  Christmas 
number  of  Serdmer’s. 
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PERTHSHIRE  FISHINGS. 

{Continued  from  page  469.) 


By  a.  McD. 

re.spect  of  trout  fishing  anglers  I’esiding  at 
Killin  Hotel  are  right  for  loch  and  stream.  The 
sport  is  of  a fairish  order.  There  are  some  nice 
fronting  bays  and  thins  in  Loch  Tay  within  easy 
rowing  distance  from 
Killin  Hotel,  but  as 
long  as  the  salmon 
angling  continues  of 
any  merit  tie  trout 
fishing,  as  might  be 
inferred,  engage  b bub 
very  little  attention. 

The  Killin  boatmen 
and  gillies,  civil,  ob- 
liging, and  up  to  their 
work,  are  a fine  set 
of  men,  with  inter- 
esting old  Alpine 
MacAlpine,  a true 
and  typical  specimen 
of  the  noble  Gael,  at 
their  head. 

Moving  along  down 
the  north  shore  of 
the  loch,  and  doing 
some  sketches  by  the 
way,  I jiassed  Lawers 
Hotel, another  salmon 
angling  resort  in  the 
spring  months.  From 
this  point  I worked 
right  on  to  Kenmore, 
at  the  east  or  lower 
end  of  the  loch.  Here, 
as  at  Killin,  there  is 
a capital  hotel,  whoso 
proprietor  quite  lays 
him.self  out  to  please, 
and  conduce  to  the 
comfort  of  anglers 
in  every  way.  Alto- 


of  the  Lyon  during  the  season  were  each  over 
301b.,  and  one  of  161b.  was  gob  with  a trout  fly. 

I had  a long  and  pleasant  tramp  up  the  banks 
of  the  River  Lyon.  The  scenery  quite  put  me 
into  ecstasies.  In  a word  it  was*  magnificent — a 
harmonious  blending  of  all  the  phases  of  High- 
land landscape  ; everywhere  lots  of  rare  grand 
stuff  for  the  sketcher  and  painter  met  my  eye. 
In  this  paradise  of  country  there  is — at  Fortingall 
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gether  the  scenery  here  is  very  in-etty,  and  many 
scenes  of  interest,  and  particularly  romantic 
spots,  ,are  close  by.  At  this  end  of  the  loch  the 
sport  in  winter  with  the  salmon  which  will 
now  be  running  up  the  Tay  soonest  comes  on 
good.  This  is  only  natural.  The  fish  all  come 
in  here  out  of  the  river,  and  a great  many 
of  them  lie  for  a while  in  the  vicinity  before 
moving  away  up  the  loch  for  the 
Killin  end,  where,  as  here,  the 
salmon  fishing,  with  boats  and 
boatmen,  is  let  to  rods  through- 
out the  season.  The  following 
are  the  salmon  bays  on  the  Ken- 
more  Hotel  water : Letterellen, 

Firnan,  Chapel,  and  Lawers  on 
the  north  ; and  Otter  Rock, 

Dirty  Bay,  Bonnie  Annies,  Alter- 
nate, Copper  Mines,  Ministers, 
and  Ardeonaig  on  the  south 
shore  side. 

The  River  Lyon  is  fished  by 
anglers  from  Kenmore  Hotel  for 
a distance  of  three  miles  up 
from  its  junction  with  the  Tay. 

The  casts  are  Rocky,  Lagan, 

Lime  Kiln,  Comrie,  Oak  Tree 
Ford.  This  stretch  of  river  is 
an  important  adjunct  to  the 
hotel  fishings,  since  it  affords 
variety,  which  the  bulk  of  ang- 
lers prefer  to  the  continual 
routine  of  trolling. 

On  Loch  Tay,  at  the  Kenmore 
end,  the  )jroprietor,  the  Marquis 
of  Breadalbane,  reserves  the 
productive  salmon  bays  of  Glen- 
ochy  and  Sybilla,  but  if  not  at 
home  entertaining  company  at 
Taymouth  Castle  he  does  not— all 
piaise  to  him  reserve  these  bays.  Everywdiero 
the  noble  Alarcpiis  permits  trouting,  giving  this 
1 ight  to  tlie  hotel  for  the  benefit  of  the  guests. 
After  a winter,  oi)enon  the  whole,  the  fishing  at  this 
end  of  the  loch  jiroves  good  from  the  very  first. 

1 he  best  months  are  February  and  March  as  a rule, 
and  April  the  next.  Last  spring  one  gentleman 
had  five  salmon  off  the  Lyon  and  twelve  out  of 
the  loch  in  the  course  of  a week.  Two  fish  out 


— a hotel  in  a lovely  situation  near  the  river. 
Part  of  it  is  old,  but  the  proprietor  told  me  that 
before  the  beginning  of  next  season  it  would 
be  done  up  anew,  and,  with  the  additions  he  con- 
templated making,  the  whole  would  be  quite  up 
to  modern  ideas  of  room  and  comfort.  This 
gentleman,  Mr.  McPhail,  had  only  just  taken 
over  the  hotel,  entering  at  the  May  term  of  this 


down  the  banks  of  the  river.  At  Aberfeldy 
there  is  an  angling  club  in  a flourishing  con- 
dition, with  a membership  of  between  forty  and 
fifty.  Members’  tickets  for  the  season,  which  is 
from  April  1 to  Sept.  30,  cost  5s.  each.  The 
angling  is  confined  to  trout,  and  must  all  be  with 
the  fly.  The  noble  proprietor,  the  Marquis  of 
Breadalbane,  grants  a stretch  of  four  miles  of 
river,  extending  from  one  mile  below  Aberfeldy 

to  three  miles  above 
it,  for  the  club  mem- 
bers to  fish.  Angling 
for  trout  and  salmon 
can  be  had  free  of 
charge  by  parties  put- 
ting up  at  the  Bread- 
albane Arms,  the 
leading  hotel  of  the 
place,  in  connection 
with  which  there  is 
also  a right  to  the 
fishing  for  the  beauti- 
ful trout  of  Loch-na- 
Craig,  a loch  about 
three  miles  distant 
along  the  Crieff  road. 

On  the  Tay  at  Aber- 
feldy there  is  a keeper 
appointed  specially 
for  the  purpose  of 
watching  that  no 
illegal  fishing  goes 
on,  and  that  all  trout 
under  7in.  in  length 
are  returned  to  the 
river.  Trout  of  a 
large  size  are  mode- 
rately plentiful,  but 
the  average  weight  of 
those  taken  would 
not,  I learn,  quite 
reach  the  |lb.  The  lar- 
gest trout  caught  this 
last  season  w^eighed 
6|lb.  The  length  of 
river  which  parties 
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Cleaning  the  Nets. 

year.  1 learnt  from  him  that  the  spring  months 
are  the  best  for  sport  on  the  Lyon  up  hereabout,  and 
that  his  intention  was  to  secure  salmon  anglino' 
rights  over  a good  stretch  of  water  at  the  earliest 
opportunity.  In  all  my  ramble.s  through  Perth- 
shire I saw  no  scenery  to  equal  that' which  is 
generally  found  along  the  course  of  the  Lyon. 

After  leaving  the  Lyon  I struck  on  to  the  Tay 
at  Aberfeldy,  from  which  point  I held  along 


out  from  the  Breadalbane  Arms  have  permission 
to  fish  over  extends  from  the  East  Lodge  of  Bolf- 
arch,  one  of  the  proprietor’s  shooting  lodges,  for 
a distance  of  five  miles  or  a mile  beyond,  in 
going  up  stream,  the  boundary  of  the  Aberfeldy 
angling  club.  The  salmon  casts  in  the  river  here 
are  Carie,  Piper,  Bolfarch,  Farleyere,  Bulwark, 
Soldiei’’s,  and  Toll.  Being  so  rapid  the  Soldier’s 
Pool  cannot  be  fished  when  the 
river  is  high,  but  the  others 
are  generally  in  good  order, 
except  during  floods  or  in  very 
low  water.  Of  all  sorts  of  baits  of 
the  artificial  description  Brown’s 
Phantom  is  the  favourite  with 
most  anglers  for  salmon  here. 
Natural  baits  are  not  permitted. 
About  four  years  ago  the  Marquis 
of  Breadalbane  had  some  Cana- 
dian salmon  put  into  Loch  Tay. 
A year  or  tw'o  after  the  same 
experiment  was  tried  inLoch-na- 
Craig.  In  thus  trying  to  improve 
las  fishings,  the  Marejuis  gives 
tangible  proof  of  the  interest  he 
takes  in  fish  culture  ; and  it  will 
gratify  many  besides  himself  if 
what  he  has  done  should  turn 
out  a success.  Prom  the  Toll 
Pool  downward,  the  fishing  on 
the  Tay  is  reserved  until  Grand- 
tully  is  reached,  and  even  here 
it  is  all  in  private  hands  now. 
Until  recently  Grandtully  Hotel 
had  a stretch  of  water  one  mile 
in  length,  fished  from  the  south 
bank,  but  through  no  fault  of  the 
hotel  keeper  the  fishing  was 
taken  out  of  his  hands  and  given 
to  a sporting  tenant. 

The  Tay  after  it  leaves  the  loch  runs  in  a 
very  even  course  until  it  reaches  Grandtully. 
Throughout  the  whole  of  this  extent  it  exhibits 
no  variety,  bar  an  occasional  scour,  and  its  fast 
flow  in  the  Soldier’s  Pool  at  Aberfeldy.  At 
Grandtully  it  has  an  angry  look,  rushing  and 
foaming  over  a rocky  bed,  but  anon  it  lajises  into 
a characterless  stream,  and  at  Logierait,  where  it 
is  joined  by  the  Tummel,  it  is  placid  as  a milldam 
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in  a calm.  Its  banks  arc  richly  wooded  with  all 
sorts  of  trees,  oidy  broken  up  by  an  occasional 
pjra/iinp;  i):irk,  down  until  we  reach  (Jen.  Wade’s 
Bridf^e  at  Aborfeldy,  of  which  1 made  a sketch. 
Between  this  and  the  Moness  Burn,  both  the 
hanks,  heautifnlly  green,  are  common  grazing 
ground.  Ijovver  down  they  are  as;ain  wooded,  and 
continue  so  until  some  distance  below  Grandtully, 
from  which,  for  a good  distance,  only  an  occasional 
tree  or  .shrub  is  to  he  mot  with. 

At  Logierait  there  is  a hotel,  attached  to  which 
is  a stretch  of  two  and  a half 
miles  of  river  for  “ i-esiders  ” 
to  fish  either  for  salmon  or 
trout.  The  hotel  keeper  will 
supply  information  as  to  terms, 
and  the  probabilities  of  sport. 

I had  no  particulars  about  the 
fishing,  as  to  whether  it  is 
good,  or  had,  or  indifferent 
here.  The  water  is  wide  and 
deep,  and  extensive  enough  to 
hold  plenty  of  fish,  and  big 
ones  too,  hut  so  characterless 
was  it  throughout,  slow  and 
canal  like  to  my  mind,  that  I 
did  not  do  any  sketching  on 
it.  The  hotel-keeper,  a plea- 
sant person  withal,  was  rather 
mum  about  the  sport  for  some 
reason  or  other  I could  not 
make  out.  About  the  most  I 
could  learn  from  him  was  that 
Ballinguard  a mile  above  the 
hotel,  and  the  Minister’s  Croy 
near  the  manse,  were  two  of 
his  principal  salmon  pools. 

After  leaving  Logierait  I 
tramped  on  down  the  river 
without  halting  or  sketching 
much  (for  the  reason  the  fish- 
ii  g is  all  preserved),  until  I 
reached  the  lovely  little  town 
of  Dunkeld,  nestling  cosily  in  the  hollow,  bounded 
by  the  river,  beautifully  wooded  nearly  all  round, 
and  close  beside  the  historic  hill  of  Birnam.  For 
a few  days  I made  Dunkeld  ray  headquarters, 
from  its  being  handy  for  my  going  out  upon  the 
river,  which  hereabouts  is  rich  in  grand  sketch- 
ing stuff,  as  also  because  of  its  being  the  best 
point  from  which  to  work  up  Loch  Freuchie 
and  the  picturesque  Brain,  a stream  coming  to 
the  Tay  from  the  direction  of 
Crieff,  and  running  for  the 
most  part  pretty  close  to  the 
road  between  that  town  and 
Dunkeld.  The  Rma’  Glen  is 
one  of  the  great  sights  on  this 
road. 


A SPORTSMAN’S  HOUSEBOAT  ON 
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This  picture  of  a summer  scene  on  the  Trent 
suggests  a very  jolly  way  of  exploring  that  fine 
river.  It  is  from  a photograph  by  Mr.  Joseph 
Roddis,  87,  Hillgate-street,  Hurst  Brook,  Ashton- 
under- Lyne.  Mr.  Roddis  informs  us  that  the 
owner  of  the  houseboat  had  very  fine  takes  from 
it  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Laneham,  and  com- 
bines some  shooting  with  his  fishing. 


APPLEDORE  SALMON  FISHERMEN  ON  THE  SPRAT 
Net  Just  Being  Hauled  Ashore. 

A FEW  OF  MY  ANGLING  FRIENDS. 


RIDGE. 


By  Francis  M.  Wai,br.\.n. 

Sitting  in  a comfortable  smoking  compartment 
of  the  Great  Northern  express  between  London 
and  Leeds,  I pondered  long  what  should  be  the 
subject  of  an  article  for  the  Christmas  number 
of  the  Fisliincj  Gazette,  which  the  editor  had 
requested  me  to  contribute.  “ Winter  Angling  ” 


APPLEDORE  SALMON 
FISHERMEN. 


The  three  little  views  of 
salmon  fishermen  at  work  at 
Appledore,  near  Bideford, 
North  Devon,  are  from  instan- 
taneous photographs  taken  by 
Mr.  V/.  B.  Dart,  of  Torrington, 
North  Devon.  To  taste  salmon 
or  grilse  in  the  pink  of  per- 
fection you  should  buy  one 
just  caught  in  this  way  in  salt 
water,  and  have  it  cooked  at 
once. 


The  International  Bureau 
of  Photography  aims  to  secure 
the  official  recognition  of  photo- 
graphy by  the  Governments 
(local  as  well  as  central)  of  all 
nations,  and  the  establishment 
of  national  depositories  for  the 
reception  and  care  of  photo- 
graphs and  negatives  possessing  literary, 
historic,  or  scientific  value.  The  work  of  the 
central  office  is  carried  on  by  the  Chairman  of 
the  Bureau,  Mr.  H.  Snowden  Ward,  at  Memorial 
Hall,  London,  E.C.  The  Committee  was  ap- 
pointed at  the  World’s  Congress  on  Photography, 
in  Chicago,  during  the  past  summer,  and  includes 
representatives  in  the  United  States,  India, 
France,  and  Japan. 
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After  the  Haul. 

— no,  someone  would  be  sure  to  write  about  that, 
as  a matter  of  course ; “ Grayling  Fishing  as  a 
Winter’s  Sport  ” — subject  too  old  ; “ Pike  Fishing 
in  Winter”  — friend  Jardine  would  almost  be 
certain  to  choose  that.  Eureka  ! I exclaimed  at 
last,  I will  write  an  article  describing  some  of 
the  many  friends  I have  made  through  being  an 
angler.  Hence  the  above  title. 

I think,  so  far  as  I can  recollect,  Dick  Smith, 


of  Ripon,  was  the  first  really  skilful  angler  who 
took  me  in  hand.  I had  been  instructed  in  the 
rudiments  of  the  art  by  a cousin  of  mine,  who 
sat  next  to  me  in  school ; he  was  a pupil  of  Dick’s, 
and  one  afternoon,  as  an  enormous  favour,  he 
agreed  to  take  me  to  the  veteran’s  house.  Wo 
found  him  at  home,  and,  being  a kindly  old  fellow, 
he  bid  us  sit  down,  while  he  exhibited  to  our 
longing  eyes  the  contents  of  his  fly  book,  and 
expatiated  on  the  merits  of  Snipe  Bloas,  Water- 
hen  and  Yellow,  Early  Browns,  et  hoc  genu)  of 
the  North  Country  fly  fisher’s 
list.  How  vividly  the  interior 
of  that  humble  cottage  comes 
back  to  me  through  the  long 
vista  of  years — the  rods  and 
landing  net  in  the  chimney- 
corner,  the  wading  stockings 
banging  up  to  dry,  and  many 
other  smaller  tokens  of  the 
craft  lying  scattered  around. 
From  that  memorable  after- 
noon I hardly  ever  missed  a 
day  without  following  the  old 
man,  after  school  hours  were 
over,  down  the  banks  of  Yore 
and  Skell,  and  many  were  the 
valuable  hints  which  he  gave 
me,  none  of  which  have  been 
thrown  away. 

Then  there  was  Dibh,  an  in- 
dependent gentleman,  and  his 
attendant  Jack  Bellerby.  I can 
remember  the  first  time  that  I 
met  them,  it  was  on  the  old 
racecourse  at  Ripon  on  a bright 
May  morning ; old  Jack  was 
fishing  the  stone-fly  creeper, 
and  basketing  trout  almost  as 
fast  as  he  could  throw ; Mr. 
Dibb  was  endeavouring  to 
follow  his  example,  but  the 
matter  ended  there,  and  I was 
even  worse  still.  I could  go  to  an  inch  now  where 
I sat  watching  them,  and  that  meeting  led  to 
an  intimate  friendship  which  lasted  until  first 
Bellerby  and  then  his  old  patron  were  summoned 
hence. 

Later  still  I became  acquainted  with  Wm. 
Pickard,  of  Ripon,  and  his  brother  John ; the  latter 
was  afflicted  with  deafness,  but  he  was  a rare  fly- 
fisher,  and  keen  as  a hawk.  Many  a happy 
evening  have  I spent  with  them 
both  in  their  mother’s  rose- 
covered  cottage  at  Grewel- 
thorpe,  fishing  day  by  day  in 
Hackfall,  on  the  water  now 
belonging  to  the  Tanfield  Club. 
John  Pickard  was  a very  fair 
fly-dresser,  and  always  used 
single  horsehair  for  his  casts  ; 
but  you  cannot  obtain  the 
article  now  as  at  that  time. 
Mary  other  anglers  in  the 
cathedral  ciiy  were  friends  of 
mine  in  those  boyhood  days, 
among  whom  I may  name  Lam- 
bert Hall,  Ralph  Hesslington, 
Ward  Nicholson,  Jim  Lowther 
(not  of  that  ilk  in  turf  celebrity), 
Dennis  Moss,  Jack  Burton,  B. 
Nanson,  and  many  others  ; but 
those  which  I have  particu- 
larised were  my  heroes  at  that 
period  of  my  life.  In  1869  1 
came  to  Leed-!,  and,  as  may  be 
readily  imagined,  my  opportu- 
nities for  indulging  in  my 
beloved  art  were  greatly  cur- 
tailed. Whenever  I could,  need- 
less to  say,  I journeyed  to  the 
land  of  my  birth,  and  revisited 
Mickley,  Tanfield,  Laver  ton, 
and  all  the  other  dear  old 
spots,  which  seemed  to  my 
eyes  more  like  paradise  than 
ever  after  a few  months’  confinement  in  the 
smoky  town. 

Years  went  on.  I got  married,  of  course  to  a 
lady  who  took  a lively  interest  in  angling.  One 
evening  towards  the  end  of  May,  1877,  she 
brought  to  me  with  great  glee  a copy  of  a new 
angling  journal,  which  lies  before  me  now — it  is 
the  Glh  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  published 
at  11,  New-street,  Cloth  Fair,  London.  Evidently 
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the  same  building  was  tenanted  by  a Beecham 
in  embryo,  for  on  page  15  I see  a striking  adver- 
tisement, relative  to  the  merits  of  Dr.  Stoke’s 
celebrated  Household  Pills,  obtainable  also  at 
No.  11,  New-street,  doth  Fair.  Now  these  are 
unknown — sic  transit  gloria  mundi — perhaps 
some  day  such  will  be  the  fate  of  Beecham.  But 
this  is  a digression.  On  Friday,  July  (i,  1877, 
a]ipeared  my  first  angling  article  in  the  Fishing 
Oazetle ; it  was  entitled  A Day’s  Angling  in 
Hackfall  on  the  Ure,”  “ Harkfall  ” the  “ comp.” 
had  it,  but  in  those  days  there  was  no  lynx-eyed 
11.  B.  M.  on  the  staff  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  What 
a history  I could  write  of  the  early  days  of  that 
journal,  how  I have  watched  its  steady  progress 
week  by  week,  how  I have  stuck  to  the  colours 
nailed  to  its  mast  from  that  very  day,  July  6, 
1877,  and  how  I always  shall  do  so  until  I 
can  hold  neither  pen  or  rod  again.  That  first 
article  led  to  others ; then  the  editor  began 
to  write  me  complimentary  letters,  and  when 
some  time  about  the  year  1870  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston 
purchased  the  paper,  it  was  held  out  to  him  as  an 
incentive  that  F.  M.  Walbran  was  a regular  con- 
tributor.  Lucky  day  for  me  when  he  closed  with 
the  bargain,  for  I then  made  a friend  who  has 
been  a true  one  ever  since.  On  Aug.  28,  1882,  I 
received  a letter  from  Mr.  Marston  (our  friend- 
ship had  not  got  beyond  the  conventional  “Mr.” 
at  that  time)  saying  that  he  was  going  down  to 
Ripon  on  purpose  to  fish  a fi'ieudly  match  with 
one  Balderston,  alias  “The  Raven,”  and  he  would 
like  me  to  be  his  referee.  I readily  assented,  and 
on  the  evening  of  Sept.  1,  1882,  I shook  hands 
with  Robert  Bright  Marston  for  the  first  time, 
but  not  the  last  by  many  times.  The  object  of  the 
match  was  to  decide  the  relative  merits  of  hair 
and  drawn  gut.  How  R.  B.  M.  conclusively 
proved  his  case  in  favour  of  the  latter,  and  how 
the  sable  bird  refused  to  accept  his  licking 
with  grace,  are  now  a matter  of  history, 
and  there  let  them  remain  ; but  T may 
say  to  those  of  my  readers  who  are  not 
conversant  with  the  facts  of  the  case,  “Are 
they  not  written  in  the  pages  of  the  Fish- 
ing Gazette  bearing  date  of  Sept.  9,  1882  P ” 
From  the  Fishing  Gazette  to  the  Field  was  the 
next  step  to  a new  friendship  ; so  far  back  as 
Oct.  25,  1879,  I contributed  my  first  article  to 
that  journal,  entitled  “ Bakewell,  Derbyshire,” 
that  was  in  the  days  that  Francis  Francis  occu- 
pied the  editorial  chair.  Although  1 never  had 
the  pleasure  of  meeting  him  in  the  flesh  he  was 
always  a personal  friend  so  far  as  correspondence 
went,  and  I now  hold  letters  from  him,  received 
during  the  time  that  I was  revising  Theakstone’s 
“ British  Angling  Flies,”  that  money  would  not 
buy.  At  that  time  little  did  I think  that  the  man 
who  was  destined  to  take  his  place  would  even- 
tually become  the  idol  of  my  heart,  and  hundreds 
of  brother  journalists  consider  him  in  exactly  the 
same  light  as  I do.  I allude  to  Wm.  Senior,  or 
“ Red  Spinner,”  as  he  is  more  familiarly  known, 
the  present  Angling  Editor  of  the  Field.  I was 
in  Newcastle-on-Tyne  on  business  when  I received 
one  morning  a letter  asking  for  advice  respecting 
angling  in  Yorkshire;  it  was  from  Senior.  I replied 
to  it,  offering  to  act  as  guide,  if  he  could  wait 
for  a week.  He  did,  and  from  the  day  that  I met 
him  on  the  station  platform,  at  the  little  village 
of  Pool -in- Wharf edale,  until  this  very  day  I have 
simply  idolised  him,  and  I hope  shall  always  do 
so  until  death  does  us  part.  Were  I to  give  a 
full  history  of  our  friendship,  of  the  days  we 
have  spent  on  the  banks  of  Wharfe,  Yore,  Cover, 
Costa,  Rye,  Driffield  Beck,  and  the  crystal  Test, 
I could  write  a dozen  articles  the  length  of  the 
present  one,  but  space  forbids.  I have  spent  the 
past  week  in  his  delightful  company  ; we  have 
fought  all  our  piscatorial  battles  o’er  again,  and 
many  others  besides ; we  have  talked  of  sunny 
Australia, of  rugged  Norway,  and  snowy  Canada; 
we  have  discussed  almost  every  branch  of 
angling;  we  have  spent  happy  evenings  at  the 
Fly  Fishers’  Club,  the  Whitefriars  Club,  and 
many  other  resorts  of  literary  men,  and  when 
the  time  came  that  we  must  part,  it  was  with 
extreme  reluctance,  and  that  is  the  test  of  true 
friendshi]). 

In  the  space  of  an  article  like  this  I cannot 
speak  of  the  merits  of  all  my  angling  friends, 
but  whenever  I am  in  a meditative  frame  of  mind 
I dream  of  the  many  happy  days  I have  spent  by 
the  river.side.  and  the  many  convivial  evenings  in 
the  club-room  with  T.  E!  Britt  “ South-West  ” 


of  the  Field,  George  Selwyn  Marryat,  Alfred 
Jardine,  Dr.  Brunton,  Rev.  G.  Veitch,  Fraser 
Sandeman,  J.  Skinner,  Basil  Field,  N.  Lloyd, 
J.  T.  Peachy,  J.  T.  Hodson,  Tom  Bradley,  Geo. 
Hellewell,  C.  B.  Gray,  and  F.  E.  Pemberton. 
And  how  about  the  great  “ Detached  Badger  ” F I 
fancy  I can  hear  a chorus  of  my  readers  remark. 
All  right,  my  friends,  I have  not  forgotten  him. 
On  Sunday  last  I spent  a most  enjoyable  after- 
noon in  his  company,  sitting  opposite  to  him  in 
his  model  angling  den  at  6,  Pembridge-place,  W. 
I use  the  word  “ model  ” advisedly,  for  never 
have  I seen  a more  perfect  angler’s  sanctum. 
Under  the  window  is  a table  with  sockets  to 
hold  fly  vice,  with  drawers  on  all  sides  for 
materials  for  fly-dressing,  with  one  of  the 
new  electric  lamps  devised  for  that  purpose, 
and  described  by  my  host  in  last  Saturday’s 
Field.  To  the  right  are  more  cabinets  and 
drawers,  containing  the  archives  of  the  new  club 
water  owned  by  Mr.  Halford;  to  the  left  are 
sinks,  shelves,  tables,  &c.,  devoted  to  microscopic 
work.  Facing  the  window  is  an  ample  library 
of  angling  works,  flanked  on  each  side  by  cup- 
boards devoted  to  rods,  nets,  reels,  lines,  &c.  On 
the  wall,  to  the  right  facing  the  window,  are  the 
original  plates  for  Mr.  Halford's  standard  work, 
“Dry  Fly  Fishing  in  Theory  and  Practice.” 
Facing  these  is  a picture  which  has  a strange 
fascination  for  me  ; it  represents  the  familiar  old 
Sheep  Bridge  at  Houghton,  drawn  by  Mr.  A.  W. 
Cooper,  the  well-known  artist.  An  angler  stands 
on  the  bridge  in  the  act  of  casting ; underneath 
is  written,  “The  Sheep  Bridge,  Houghton, on  the 
Test.  In  memoriam,  Oct.  16,  1886.  Francis 
Francis’  last  throw.”  Long  do  I linger  in  my 
contemplation  of  this  picture,  and  for  once  I 
disobeyed  the  commandment,  “Thou  shalt  not 
covet,  &c.,  &c.” 

Such  are  some  of  the  most  prominent  friends 
that  I have  gathered  around  me  in  thirty  years’ 
experience  of  angling;  many  more  could  I name 
at  home  and  abroad,  but  space  forbids.  However, 
I can  say  this,  whatever  our  enemies  may  say 
about  us,  although  they  may  quote  the  passage 
attributed  to  Dr.  Johnson — liut  which  I firmly 
believe  he  never  wrote — although  they  may  term 
our  beloved  sport  “ tame,”  “ slow,”  “ dowly,”  “ fit 
only  for  lunatics,”  &c.,  I repeat  I can  and  do  say 
this,  I have  for  the  past  thirty  years  knocked 
about  the  world  a good  deal  and  mingled  with 
every  sort  and  condition  of  men,  but  I have  never 
found  such  a spirit  of  freemasonry,  goodwill,  and 
friendship  as  I have  among  anglers.  May  it  be 
always  so,  and  when  we,  one  and  all  of  us,  enter 
upon  our  last  home,  may  our  comrides  say,  “ He 
was  a good  angler,  a good  fellow,  and  a trust- 
worthy friend.” 


THE  DEMON  PIKE. 


By  Major  W.  G.  Turle. 

“ One,  two,  three.  One,  two,  three ; no,  that’s 
wrong  again.  However  is  one  to  read  music  with 
the  time  changing  every  minute,  I should  like  to 
know  ? ” exclaimed  a young  girl,  turning  im- 
patiently away  from  the  worn  out  jingling  piano, 
and  apostrophising  the  old  walls  of  the  quaint 
morning  room  at  Sparshott  Manor.  Everything 
around  her  was  more  or  less  antique,  from  the 
heavy  oak  beams  across  the  ceiling  to  the  worm- 
eaten  boards  of  the  floor.  The  Sparshotts  of 
Sparshott  were  old-fashioned  folk,  and  kept  the 
place  very  much  the  same  as  it  had  been  handed 
down  to  them  by  their  forefathers  ; they  had  not 
ambition  or  money  enough  to  enable  them  to  be 
up  to  our  present  rapid  luxurious  date. 

The  musician  had  hardly  settled  herself  down 
to  another  try  at  the  baftling  score,  when  her 
further  study  was  broken  off  by  the  hurried  in- 
trusion of  a portly  middle-aged  woman. 

“ Marian,”  she  said  abruptly,  “ where  is  your 
sister.^” 

“ How  you  do  startle  one,  mother,”  cried  the 
girl  petulantly,  as  she  swung  herself  round  on  the 
music  stool.  “ Where  is  Amy,”  she  repeated  in 
an  aggrieved  tone ; “ why  out  on  the  lake  with 
Mr.  Plimansol,  of  course,  as  usual — look  for  your- 
self,” and  she  pointed  through  the  window  across 
the  smooth  lawn,  to  where  the  gently  shelving 
banks  joined  a wide  expanse  of  water.  On  the 
calm  smiling  bosom  of  the  lake,  by  the  light  of 
the  pale  December  sun,  a boat  containing  two 
persons  was  distinctly  visible. 


“All  right,”  replied  Mrs.  Sparshott,  hurrying 
away.  But,  before  she  could  reach  the  door, 
Marian  burst  out — 


\ju,  yuu  vail  it  a,ii  rigur,  ao  you 
say  it  was  all  wrong.  Since  Jack  brought  his 
precious  friend  here,  Amy  has  been  just  good  for 
nothing.  It  is  too  bad  the  way  he  monopolises 
her.  She  promised  to  try  these  duets  with  me 
this  morning,  and  now  she  has  gone  and  for- 
gotten all  about  them.  A^ou  ought  not  to  allow 
it. 


Mrs.  Sparshott  was  too  accustomed  to  her 
daughter’s  pettishness  to  take  much  notice  of  it, 
though  she  could  not  help  smiling  to  herself  as  she 
beat  a hasty  retreat  at  the  idea  of  her  interfering 
between  the  lover  and  his  lass.  Had  she  not 
been  hoping  and  praying  for  years  that  one  of 
her  daughters  might  be  blessed  with  a well-to-do, 
good-looking,  thoroughly  honest  young  fellow  for 
a husband? — and  Lawrence  Plimansol  was  all 
that. 


Ten  days  ago  the  young  people  were  strangers, 
and  if  Jack  Sparshott  had  not  brought  his  chum 
to  spend  Christmas  at  the  old  manor,  Lawrence 
and  Amy  might  never  have  met.  And  now  they 
are  all  and  all  to  each  other.  Amy,  as  she  lazily 
steered  the  boat  clear  of  the  tall  brown  faded 
reeds  on  this  bright  winter  morning,  felt  as  if 
her  cup  of  happiness  was  full.  On  the  other 
hand,  Lawrence,  though  an  ardent  lover,  was  also 
an  enthusiastic  fisherman. 

“ What  an  awfully  jolly  lake  this  is  of  yours,” 
he  remarked,  resting  on  his  oars  a minute  in 
order  to  contemplate  the  water,  “ and  what  noble 
fish  there  are  in  it.  Just  look  at  that  grand  old 
man  swimming  majestically  along;  he  is  a real 
patriarch  amongst  pike.  I never  saw  such  a big 
fellow,  and  the  expression  on  his  ugly  old  mug  is 
absolutely  diabolical.  He  must  be  a fifty- 
pounder  if  he  is  an  ounce.  Would’nt  I like  to  have 
a hook  in  him.”  A half-stifled  cry  from  his  com- 
panion made  him  look  up  quickly,  “ Amy,  what 
is  the  matter  ? ” he  asked  in  alarm,  as  the  young 
girl  uttered  an  exclamation  of  dismay,  and 
turned  very  pale. 

“ Row  on,  Lawrence,  quick  !”  she  cried  in  great 
agitation,  “ don’t  look  down,  it  will  bring  you 
misfortune  ; it  must  be  the  demon  fish,” 

“ What  do  you  mean  ?”  he  inquired,  much 
exercised  in  his  mind,  for  the  young  girl’s  distress 
was  too  genuine  for  him  to  believe  it  possible 
she  could  be  joking.  “ There  ! it’s  gone  now,”  he 
added,  in  the  hope  of  reassuring  her.  Amy 
Ijreathed  again. 

“ Really  ?”  she  said  anxiously. 

“Honour  bright!  But,  Amy,”  he  continued, 
“ why  did  you  call  it  a demon  fish  ?” 

“ I wish  you  had  not  noticed  it,”  she  sighed, 
“something  is  sure  to  go  wrong  now,  ill  luck 
always  follows  those  who  see  it.” 

“ But,  my  darling,”  expostulated  the  practical 
lover,  “ you  don’t  mean  to  say  you  believe  there  is 
an  evil  spirit  inhabiting  the  lake  ?” 

“ Well,  perhaps  not  that  exactly,”  she  returned, 
gravely  nodding  her  curly  head,  “ but  they  tell 
strange  stories  about  the  demon  pike,  and  some 
of  them  I know  are  true.  It  has  been  in  the  lake 
ever  so  long.  They  say  it  was  seen  basking  in 
the  moonlight  the  night  our  great,  great,  grand- 
father was  shot  by  a highwayman,  and  that  was 
more  than  150  years  ago.  Whenever  any  mis- 
fortune befalls  the  village,  the  demon  is  certain 
to  be  seen  basking,  generally  when  the  moon  is 
full.  But  at  other  times  it  lies  hidden  in  the 
holes,  which  are  numerous  and  deep.” 

“But,  Amy,”  interposed  the  experienced  angler, 
“ this  is  downright  nonsense,  pike  don’t  live  a 
hundred  and  fifty  years  or  bask  in  the  moonlight. 

“ I dare  say  ordinary  pike  do  not,  but  this  is 
an  extraordinary  one,  as  I told  you  before.  If 
you  think  I am  talking  nonsense,  I had  better 
leave  off,”  rejoined  Amy,  in  rather  an  injured 
tone  of  voice. 

“No;  go  on  to  the  bitter  end,”  answered 
Lawrence,  resignedly ; “ but  how  is  it  that  no  one 
has  tried  to  rid  the  lake  of  this  evil  monster  ?” 

“ Lots  of  people  have  done  so,  but  they  nearly 
all  came  to  a bad  end,  being  mostly  drowned, 
and  when  taken  out  of  the  water  each  one  pre- 
sented the  same  appearance  of  laceration  on  one 
leg,  as  if  they  had  been  seized  and  dragged  down 
by  some  huge  creature  with  awfully  sharp  teeth. 
This  I know  for  a fact,  papa’s  little  brother  went 
out  fishing  one  day  against  his  parents’  express 
command,  and  wuis  drowned.  And  I ‘remember 
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papa  saying  that,  when  the  poor  child’s  body  was 
recovered,  the  left  log  showed  signs  of  having 
been  terribly  mangled.” 

“ How  horrible !”  exclaimed  Lawrence,  impressed 
in  spite  of  himself. 

“And  grandmamma,”  Amy  went  on,  almost 
too  engrossed  in  her  story  to  notice  her  lover’s 
involuntary  ejaculation,  “ told  how  the  boy, 
the  day  before  his  death,  had  talked  excitedly 
about  the  big  fish  ho  had  seen  in  the  lake. 
There  is  not  a villager  who  would  willingly, 
in  his  sober  senses,  go  near  the  lake  after  dark,” 
she  continued,  confidently.  “ But  belated  way- 
farers, under  the  influence  of  public-house  beer, 
have  from  time  to  time  come  homo  with  the  story 
of  how  they  saw  a monster  pike  lying  on  the 
surface  of  the  water  in  the  moonlight.  One  man 
goes  so  far  as  to  declare  that  it  opened  a huge 
pair  of  crocodile-like  jaws  and  closed  them  with 
such  a terrific  snap  that  he  fled  away  in  mortal 
terror.  It  is  a well-known  fact  that  he  was 
found  next  morning,  wet  and  shivering,  more 
dead  than  alive  between  two  hatch  holes  in  the 
neighbouring  river,  where  he  had  passed  the 
night  in  fear  and  trembling,  dreading  to  move 
lest  he  should  tumble  in  and  be  drowned  right 
out.”  _ ^ 

“ I wonder  under  the  circumstances  you  don’t 
have  the  water  drained  off,  and  the  holes  filled  up, 
and  so  get  rid  of  the  brute,”  remarked  Lawrence. 
The  tone  of  sarcasm  in  which  he  spoke  was 
entirely  lost  upon  Amy,  who  replied  simply, 

“ The  scheme  has  often  been  talked  of,  but  it 
costs  money,  not  easily  to  be  spared  in  these  bad 
times.  Besides,  there  is  a general  belief  about 
here,  that  some  dire  disaster  would  fall  upon  the 
village  if  the  demon  were  to  be  meddled  with.” 
On  which  her  companion  could  not  help  observing, 
that  there  seemed  to  be  a good  deal  of  super- 
stition left  in  the  country,  in  spite  of  Board 
Schools  and  County  Councils. 

“And  do  you,  ” he  began  incredulously,  “an 
educated  woman,  believe  that,  in  spite  of  all  the 
laws  of  nature,  a pike  can  live  for  over  a hundred 
and  fifty  years,  and  cherish  a murderous  hatred 
against  the  whole  human  race  ? ” 

“ I assert  nothing,”  replied  Amy  a little  stiffly, 
for  she  did  not  like  the  tradition,  in  which  she 
had  been  brought  up,  being  treated  with  ridicule  ; 
“but,”  she  concluded  shrewdly,  “you  yourself 
must  allow  there  is  a monster  fiah  in  the  lake.” 
“Yes,  he  was  certainly  a whopper,”  Lawrence 
felt  bound  to  admit,  “ though  I dare  say  I was 
deceived  as  to  his  real  size.  However,  I mean 
to  have  him  out  before  many  days  are  over,  and 
then  we  shall  know  to  an  ounce  how  big  he  is.” 
Amy  started,  and  again  the  frightened  look  came 
into  her  face. 

“ Leave  it  alone ! ” she  cried  piteously,  her 
pride,  her  hurt  feeling.s,  all  flung  to  the  winds  in 
fear  for  her  lover,  “as  you  value  our  happiness 
have  nothing  to  do  with  that  fish.  For  my  sake 
Lawrence,  for  my  sake,”  she  implored,  bending 
forward  and  looking  up  at  him  beseechingly. 
The  boat  was  small,  and  Amy  by  her  sudden 
movement  brought  her  pretty  face  into  such 
dangerous  proximity  to  that  of  her  companion, 
that  he  felt  himself  consti’ained  to  impart  a 
hearty  kiss  on  the  sweet  parted  lips. 

“ Oh,  Lawrence  ! ” cried  the  confused  girl 
reproachfully,  drawing  herself  back,  “ how  could 
you  ? Don’t  you  know  that  they  can  see  us  from 
the  house.” 

“And  what  if  they  do,”  rejoined  the  brave 
lover,  “ they  will  only  have  the  pleasure  of 
beholding  two  very  happy  beings,  eh,  darling  ? ” 
“Well,  you  mustn’t  do  it  again.  And  as  it  is 
just  lunch  time,  I should  like  to  go  home  and  put 
myself  tidy,”  and  so  Lawrence  very  unwillingly 
had  to  row  his  betrothed  ashore. 

“ There  he  is  again ! — the  big  fish  ! ” he 
exclaimed  as  he  tied  the  boat  to  the  landing 
stage  ; “ he  is  huge  and  no  mistake.” 

“ Come  away,  come  away ! ” she  entreated, 
hastening  up  the  garden  path ; and  he,  being 
unwilling  to  cause  her  unnecessary  distress, 
obeyed.  “Mind,”  she  said  warningly,  as  they 
approached  the  house,  “ you  must  say  nothing  at 
home  about  seeing  the  great  fish.” 

In  consequence  of  not  being  allowed  to  speak 
of  it,  Lawrence  found  himself  pondering  much 
over  the  big  pike,  until  at  last  he  felt  his 
happiness  would  be  incomplete  unless  he  could 
become  possessed  of  such  a grand  specinien. 
His  visit  might,  however,  have  terminated  with- 


out his  discovering  any  ways  or  means  to  obtain 
his  prize  if  Jack  Sparshott  had  not  come  to  his 
aid. 

“ Amy  tells  me  you  have  seen  the  demon  this 
morning,”  began  the  latter,  “and  she  is  in  an 
awful  state  about  it ; thinks  you  arc  going  to 
glory  straight  off.” 

“ You  don’t  believe  in  the  legend  ” 

“ I ? Rather  not,”  returned  dare  devil  .Jack,  who 
feared  nothing.  “ But  the  belief  in  the  demon 
pike  is  a religious  creed  in  our  family.  Did  you 
really  see  an  enormous  fish  ? ” 

“Never  came  across  such  a creature  before,” 
Lawrence  asserted  confidently.  Jack’s  eyes 
sparkled. 

“ It  would  be  a sin  and  a shame  not  to  have  a 
try  for  him,”  he  returned  meditatively.  “What 
say  you  ? ” 

“ 1 am  game  for  anything,”  said  Lawrence.  To 
fish  for  him  openly  in  the  day  time  they  both 
agreed  was  out  of  the  question,  as  such  a course 
would  probably  bring  the  whole  household  about 
their  ears.  Undercover  of  darkness  could  they 
alone  hope  to  escape  detection ; therefore,  as  their 
time  was  short  and  their  spirits  impatient,  they 
resolved  to  execute  their  nefarious  designs  that 
very  night.  When  the  lights  were  out  and  all 
was  quiet,  the  two  conspirators  held  conclave  in 
Jack’s  room,  and  then,  opening  the  window  softly, 
Lawrence,  who  was  a light  weight,  slight  and 
agile,  swung  himself  down  by  the  branches  of  a 
big  wisteria  that  grew  close  under  the  window. 
Jack  then  handed  him  the  fishing  tackle,  and 
then  followed  suit  himself.  It  was  bright  moon- 
light, and  as  they  stepped  across  the  lawn,  except 
for  the  intense  cold,  they  might  have  thought  it 
was  day.  Their  plan  was  to  set  trimmers  bated 
with  kittens,  a supply  of  which  Jack  had  been 
fortunately  able  to  secure  from  a kitchen  pail,  to 
which  watery  grave  a stony-hearted  cook  had 
consigned  the  tiny  helpless  creatures. 

Their  operations  completed,  the  young  fellows 
crept  home  again  to  await  results.  No  sooner 
had  daylight  set  in  than  down  they  went  to  the 
lake. 

“ Stop  a moment,”  said  Lawrence  on  the  way, 
“ my  boot-lace  is  broken.  I must  go  back  and 
fetch  another.” 

“ Oh,  bother  1 ” rejoined  impatient  Jack,  “ your 
boot  will  do  all  right  as  it  is  ; it  isn’t  as  if  you 
were  going  to  walk  ten  miles.”  And  Lawrence, 
always  ready  to  oblige,  went  on,  feeling  very  un- 
comfortable, for  he  was  neat  and  cai’eful  about 
his  dress  and  hated  untidiness. 

Together  the  friends  loosened  the  boat  from  its 
moorings,  and  rowed  out  to  inspect  the  trimmers. 
Even  from  a distance  they  could  see  these  were 
not  bobbing  up  and  down  sufficiently  for  them  to 
take  the  flattering  unction  to  their  souls  that 
any  fish  of  unusual  size  was  on.  And  so  it 
turned  out,  for  the  largest  they  hauled  in  would 
scarcely  have  turned  the  scale  at  a dozen  pounds. 
This  was  distinctly  disappointing,  and  the  fisher- 
men’s spirits  sank  lower  and  lower  as  they 
approached  the  last  trimmer.  Just  as  Lawrence 
knelt  over  to  take  it  up,  his  attention  was 
atti’acted  by  some  creature,  dark  and  solid,  lying 
motionless  some  distance  down.  Suddenly  it 
turned,  and  disclosed  the  ugliest,  biggest, 
wickedest  pike’s  head  he  had  ever  seteyeson.  The 
hideous  sight  so  astonished  him,  that  he  let  the 
line  drop  out  of  his  hand,  and  in  his  efforts  to 
regain  it,  fell  over  the  side  of  the  boat,  headlong 
into  the  water.  Next  moment  he  reappeared, 
swimming  valorously,  at  some  little  distance  from 
the  boat.  All  at  once,  without  apparent  rhyme  or 
reason,  he  flung  up  his  arms,  and  disappeared. 

Thereupon,  before  the  eyes  of  the  amazed  and 
horrified  Jack,  the  calm  surface  of  the  placid 
lake  seemed  lashed  up  into  violent  agitation  ]ust 
at  the  spot  where  his  friend  had  so  mysteriously 
vanished. 

Jack  8parshott  was  not  an  imaginative  fellow, 
but  he  said  afterwards  that  it  was  the  rummiest 
go  he  had  ever  seen,  and  gave  him  quite  a turn. 
He  did  not,  however,  allow  himself  much  time 
to  think,  and  dashing  off  boots,  coat,  and  waist- 
coat plunged  into  the  icy  cold  water  to  the  rescue. 
The  cause  of  the  commotion  ceased  as  quickly  asit 
hadarisen,and  Lawrence,  pale  and  exhausted, rose 
once  more  to  the  surface.  On  this.  Jack  promptly 
caught  the  iuanimate  form  in  his  stout  arras,  and 
swam  with  it  back  to  the  boat.  By  dint  of  much 
rubbing  and  manual  exertion,  he  succeeded  in 
restoring  the  half-drowned  man  to  something 


like  animation.  This  accomplished,  he  wrapped 
the  patient  up  in  his  own  dry  coat,  and  made  for 
shore  as  ((uickly  as  possible;  then  taking  his 
charge  in  his  burly  arms  he  carried  him  up  to 
the  house,  when  their  deplorable  appearance 
naturally  caused  general  consternation. 

Under  Mrs.  Sparshott’s  motherly  care, 
Jjawrence  rapidly  recovered,  though  she  insisted 
on  keeping  him  a semi-invalid  for  the  rest  of  the 
day,  condemning  him  to  a comfortable  sofa  in 
the  morning  room  with  Amy  for  his  attendant 
an  arrangement  against  which  neither  of  them  felt 
inclined  to  rebel.  The  account  he  gave  of  his  acci- 
dent was  not  very  explanatory,  he  only  kne  w that, 
as  he  was  swimming  towards  the  boat,  something 
seemed  to  grasp  hold  of  one  of  his  legs  and  drag 
him  down,  and  whilst  he  was  struggling  to  get 
free  the  weight  suddenly  dropped  olf.  After 
that  he  remembered  no  more  till  he  found 
himself  in  the  boat  again. 

Next  morning  the  gentlemen  were  to  shoot  the 
coverts,  when  Ijawrence,  now  fully  himself  again, 
discovered  one  of  his  shooting  boots  was  missing. 
Search  was  made  in  all  likely  and  unlikely  places, 
with  the  upshot  that  he  had  to  start  off  in 
another  less  suitable  pair. 

“ Was  it  the  boot  that  you  had  on  yesterday 
with  the  broken  lace  ? ” inquired  Jack. 

“ Yes.” 

“Then  I think  you  will  have  to  go  to  the 
bottom  of  the  lake  to  find  it,  as  you  had  only  one 
on  when  I hauled  you  out  of  the  water.” 

A short  time  after  the  events  just  related,  the 
keeper  presented  himself  to  Mr.  Sparshott  one 
morning,  saying  as  how  he  had  found  in  shallow 
water,  near  a deep  hole  in  the  lake,  an  extra- 
ordinary large  dead  pike.  He  described  the  head 
as  being  four  times  the  size  of  that  of  an  ordinary 
fish,  and  what  was  more  astonishing,  tight  wedged 
between  its  formidable  jaws  it  held  a thick 
shooting  boot.  The  gentlemen  ought  to  come 
and  see  it,  which  the  gentlemen  did  without  loss 
of  time. 

There  it  lay  on  the  bank,  dead  through  its  own 
stupid  ferocity,  a perfect  mammoth  amongst 
pike,  measuring  fully  five  feet  long,  with  its 
enormous  jaws  stuck  fast  in  the  cause  of  its 
destruction. 

“ Why  it  is  the  identical  boot  I have  been 
looking  for  everywhere,”  exclaimed  Lawrence  in 
extreme  surprise.  “ That  then  is  what  I felt 
tugging  at  my  foot.” 

“ Lucky  for  you  that  the  lace  was  broken,  or 
you  might  not  have  got  free  from  the  jaws  of 
the  savage  brute  so  easily,”  observed  his  friend. 

“ No,  I was  pretty  well  spent  when  you  came 
to  the  rescue,  old  boy ; another  minute  would  have 
done  for  me.” 

The  villagers,  cf  course,  all  came  to  stare  at 
the  dead  monster,  but  the  question  as  to  whether 
it  was  the  real  demon  pike  or  not  is  still  an  open 
question  to  this  day.  The  dead  fish’s  head 
showed  it  to  be  old,  very  old,  lapwards  of  seventy 
years,  experts  said — much  more  than  the  allotted 
span  of  pike  life.  But  then  the  demon,  to  have 
accorded  with  all  the  legions  about  it,  must  have 
had  an  existence  of  neaidy  double  that  period. 
So  folks  argued  for  and  against,  as  they  met  in 
the  comfortable  village  clubhouse  of  a winter’s 
evening,  all  agreeing,  however,  that  since  the 
finding  of  the  big  fish,  that  choked  itself  with 
Mr.  Lawrence’s  boot,  the  demon  was  never  seen 
again.  At  the  same  time  there  are  a few  old 
people  who  believe  he  is  still  lurking  in  one  of 
the  holes  at  the  bottom  of  Sparshott  Like. 


THE  LOWER  RHINE. 


I WELL  remember  how,  on  hearing,  some  six 
years  ago,  that  I should  have  to  spend  a year  or 
two  at  Diisseldorf,  I had  visions  of  large  catches 
of  coarse  fish  and  occasional  large  trout,  inspired, 
perhaps,  by  reading  reports  from  the  Thames, 
but  which  visions,  alas,  were  not  destined  to  be 
fulfilled. 

The  real  was  very  different  to  the  ideal.  Possibly 
if  I had  been  provided  with  proper  spinning 
tackle,  and  if  I had  understood  the  mysteries  of 
ground-baiting,  the  results  might  have  been 
better,  but  as  it  was  they  were  nothing  remark- 
able. The  large  trout  existed  only  in  my 
imagination,  fl'hcre  arc  some  large  carp,  which 
are  hardly  ever  caught,  and  a moderate  stock  of 
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other  fish,  including  at  least  one  kind  which  does 
not,  I think,  exist  in  England.  This  is  somewhat 
like  a chub,  but  it  has  a very  peculiar  mouth, 
which  is  exactly  the  shape  of  the  opening  in  the 
bottom  of  a plane,  and  in  the  same  position  as  that . 
of  a shark.  This  autumn  I had  occasion  to  revisit 
Diisseldorf,  and  took  a rod,  a Slater  reel,  and  a 
few  spoons,  with  a view  to  trying  for  jack  and 
large  perch,  of  which  there  are  some  good  speci- 
mens in  the  Rhine. 

It  would  not  be  unnatural  to  expect  to  find  free 
fishing  in  such  a large,  navigable  river,  but  this 
is  not  the  case,  as  a licence  must  be  procured, 
which  usually  applies  to  about  a couple  of 
miles  of  one  bank.  Anyone,  therefore,  wishing  to 
fish  should  walk  along  the  bank,  and  having 
decided  which  part  looks  most  promising,  he 
can  ask  any  angler  he  may  find  for  information  as 
to  where  the  licence  for  that  particular  section  is 
to  be  obtained. 

Acting  on  this  principle,  I foixnd  that  it  was 
possible  to  procure  a licence  from  a certain  Herr 
Schmitz.  To  him  I accordingly  went,  and  was 
for  the  sum  of  5s.  accommodated  with  a licence, 
entitling  me  to  fish  until  January  in  a length  of 
water  which  looked  good,  but  which  I afterwards 
found  had  its  drawbacks. 

I arrived  in  Diisseldorf  on  Sunday,  and  on  the 
Monday  it  began  to  rain  and  continued  to  do  so 
about  every  alternate  six  hours  until  I left  on  the 
following  Monday.  That  part  of  the  river  for 
whiedi  I had  obtained  the  licence  was  immediately 
below  the  town,  and  on  reaching  it  during  an 
interval  of  fine  weather  oir  Tuesday,  I found 
that  the  wate  r was,  near  the  bank  at  any  rate, 
much  too  largely  composed  of  flushings  from  the 
town  sewers  to  admit  of  spoon  fishing  wdth  any 
chance  of  success.  The  stream  is  so  rapid  that 
it  is  almost  impossible  to  ledger  from  the  bank 
with  anything  like  a reasonable  lead,  but  it  is 
apparently  just  right  for  barbel,  of  which  there 
seem  to  be  a great  quantity ; they  may  be  seen 
splashing  about  all  day. 

The  Rhine  is  desperately  netted,  but  the  barbel 
escape  the  general  destruction,  as  they  do  not 
affect  the  quiet  bays  from  which  the  perch,  pike, 
and  bream  are  dragged  wholesale  in  big  nets. 
Probably  by  fishing  in  the  Thames  style  from  a 
boat,  and  using  plenty  of  ground-bait,  very  large 
bags  might  be  obtained. 

By  turning  over  a few  hundredweight  of  big 
stones,  I contrived  to  find  about  half-a-dozen  very 
indifferent  worms,  and  with  these  tried  ledgering. 
It  was  easy  enough  to  find  a swim,  as  in  several 
places  fish  showed  every  few  minutes. 

Presently  I had  a hite  as  my  lead  was  lying 
just  outside  a small  eddy,  and  five  minutes  later, 
when  it  again  reached  the  same  spot — for  it  could 
not  be  persuaded  to  remain  out  in  the  stream — I 
had  another,  and  hooked  something  considerable, 
which  for  some  time  refused  to  come  to  the  top, 
but  it  finally  had  to  succumb,  and  I landed  my 
first  barbel. 

It  was  about  31b.,  lighter  in  colour,  and  rather 
thicker  than  a Thames  barbel. 

Another  hour,  spent  in  hunting  for  worms  with 
short  intervals  of  fishing,  produced  nothing  but  a 
small  perch. 

Next  morning  I met  a local  angler,  by  trade  a 
gardener ; he  was  one  of  the  most  successful 
anglers  on  that  length  of  river,  and  though  partly 
through  following  his  advice  I got  nothing  but 
small  fish,  I derived  much  amusement  and  some 
information  from  him. 

Though  he  had  probably  never  heard  of  Izaak 
Walton,  his  tackle  was  almost  to  the  letter 
such  as  is  described  by  the  father  of  angling. 
For  small  fish  he  used  a long  bamboo  in  one 
piece,  and  a knotted  hair  line  tied  to  the  end, 
which  tapered  down  to  three  or  four  strands  at 
the  hook  ; for  pike  he  used  the  same  tackle,  and 
fished  in  the  same  manner  as  was  described  some 
time  ago  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  A very  large  and 
thick  hook  is  soldered  to  a wire  chain  ; if  a fish 
is  hooked  he  is  promptly  dragged  out,  gaff  or 
landing  net  being  almost  unknown  implements. 
With  such  tackle  he  had  this  season  landed  seven 
pike,  ranging  from  I|lb.  to  71b.,  and  this  he 
seemed  to  consider  very  satisfactory.  He  has 
fished  in  the  Rhine  many  years,  but  never  suc- 
ceeded in  landing  more  than  two  jack  in  one  day  ; 
his  best  fish  was  something  over  ‘201b.  Of  coarse 
fish  he  rarely  lands  anything  over  21b.,  as  any- 
thing bigger  usually  breaks  away.  I happened 
to  have  a hank  of  gut  with  me,  of  which  I gave 


some  to  him  and  some  to  other  anglers,  with 
which  they  were  as  much  pleased  as  a savage 
with  a string  of  beads,  gut  being  there  almost 
unattainable;  the  colour  particularly  met  with 
their  approval,  the  application  of  dilute  ink  being 
a process  new  to  them. 

His  total  catch  on  that  day  was  a few  gudgeon 
and  small  chub  ; he  had  only  one  run  from  a pike, 
which  apparently  had  an  idea  that  gudgeon  with 
meat  hooks  through  their  upper  jaws  were 
dangerous  food,  and  promptly  discarded  the 
bait. 

I asked  him  whether  he  would  fish  again  next 
morning.  His  answer  amused  me  considerably, 
“ No,  to-morrow  is  Thursday,  my  unlucky  day ; ” 
but  after  all  he  acted  wisely,  for  next  morning 
I saw  a big  net  being  dragged  through  his 
favourite  swim. 

This,  of  course,  spoilt  the  fishing  everywhere 
but  in  the  stream,  which  is  too  rapid  to  net,  so  I 
tried  for  barbel  with  cheese,  which  is  considered 
much  better  than  worm  in  the  Rhine.  I did  not, 
however,  find  it  equal  to  its  reputation,  for  I got 
nothing. 

I had  seen  the  net  dragged  through  a quiet 
bay  with  no  result ; shortly  afterwards  two  anglers 
arrived  and  commenced  to  fish  there.  After  a 
time  I went  to  see  how  they  were  getting  on,  and 
found  one  of  them  with  a 41b.  pike.  He  was 
greatly  surprised  because  he  had  caught  it  on 
what  he  called  perch  tackle,  viz.,  a hook  on  Gin. 
of  thick  gut  with  a moderate  lead  and  float, 
altogether  a much  more  reasonable  arrangement 
than  the  orthodox  cable  and  meat  hook.  As  the 
water  was  on  that  day  comparatively  clear  I tried 
spoon,  but  was  rather  unlucky,  for  though  I 
hooked  a decent  pike  and  an  apparently  large 
perch  they  both  got  off,  and  I only  landed  a couple 
of  perch  under  half  a pound,  which  were  enter- 
prising enough  to  take  a 2Hn.  spoon. 

During  the  next  few  days  it  rained  so  much 
that  the  Rhine  began  to  rise  rapidly,  and  fishing 
was  out  of  the  question,  at  any  rate  with  spoon, 
and  I left,  having  just  seen  and  done  enough  to 
make  me  anxious  to  have  another  try  there  under 
more  favourable  conditions.  C.  J.  K. 


THE  LATEST  FROM  AMERICA. 


Mr.  John  G.  Morten,  of  the  Fly  Fishers’  Club, 
writes  ; — “ Enclosed  from  last  night’s  Globe  is  too 
good  to  be  lost,  the  finish  is  fine.” 

‘‘A  story  comes  from  America  which  is  at 
once  the  sublimation  of  the  snake  yarn  and  the 
fishing  yarn.  A Meadville  man  who  goes  to 
church  regularly  was  one  day  walking  along  the 
river  banks  eating  a sandwich,  and,  on  account 
of  the  usual  disparity  between  meat  and  bread, 
he  threw  the  redundant  piece  into  the  water. 
Immediately  a swarm  of  trout  bubbled  round  it, 
fighting  for  the  mouthful.  The  Meadville  man 
searched  his  pockets  for  fishing  tackle,  but  all  in 
vain,  and  he  was  just  beginning  to  die  of  despair 
when  his  eye  lighted  upon  a black  snake. 

“ At  that  moment  he  remembered  how  his 
father  used  to  tell  him  that  black  snakes  were 
very  expert  in  catching  trout.  He  therefore 
grabbed  the  reptile  by  the  tail,  carried  it  to  the 
river,  and  held  it  over  the  struggling  fish.  The 
snake  proved  itself  a born  angler,  and  in  the 
course  of  an  hour  the  Meadville  man  had  captured 
over  forty  fine  trout.  A few  days  later,  adds  the 
chronicler,  as  he  was  walking  in  the  same  place, 
he  felt  something  rub  against  his  leg,  and, 
looking  down,  he  saw  his  friend  the  black  snake, 
eager  tor  more  sport.” 


By  Mac. 

Captain  Smith  of  Rhiconich  Hotel,  Sutherland- 
shire,  writes  : — “ On  the  hotel  waters  anglers  did 
very  well  during  the  past  season.  The  fishing 
here  would  be  in  proper  swing  about  the  middle 
of  May  for  brown  trout  at  any  rate,  but  through 
not  many  anglers  coming  in  May  cur  record  for 
the  season  is  kept  from  proving  so  good  as  it 
should  be.  Last  May  sixty,  seventy,  and  eighty 
trout  in  good  condition  were  basketed  by  different 
anglers  in  one  day.  The  Salmo  ferox  fishing  was 
rather  better  than  usual  for  the  whole  season,  as 
I had  a boat  put  upon  Loch-na-Ula.  which  is  a 


prime  loch  for  the  ferox.  Our  best  day  on  Loch 
Garbet-beg,  our  chief  salmon  loch,  was  eight 
salmon  and  grilse  and  two  sea  trout,  to  one  rod. 
In  stream  fishing  the  best  take  was  250  trout  in 
a day,  but  these  ti-out,  of  course,  were  mostly 
small.  In  takes  of  sea  trout  there  was  a good 
improvement  so  far  as  numbers  went,  and  the 
weight  of  some  of  the  trout  was  nothing  short  of 
61b.  The  basket  of  the  season  was  twenty-two 
pretty  fish.”  

Writing  me,  my  good  friend  Colin  Gunn  of 
Brora  says  : “ You  might  not  be  surprised  to  hear 
that  we  had  been  all  washed  away.  The  truth  is 
the  Brora  has  not  been  out  of  flood  since  the 
middle  of  October.  I am,  therefore,  much  afraid 
that  the  salmon  spawn  will  have  stood  a poor 
chance.  It  was  intended  to  have  taken  a lot  of  it 
ont  of  the  Brora  to  hatch  for  some  other  rivers, 
but  owing  to  the  constant  flooding  nothing  could 
be  done.  The  late  gale  did  immense  damage  in 
the  woods  and  plantations  of  this  county.  To  see 
or  do  anything  of  late  has  been  impossib'e,  in 
consequence  of  the  ‘ cussedly  ’ bad  weather.  The 
gentle  professor  of  angling  is  as  limp  as  a bit  of 
sea  weed  ! Archie,  I fear,  can’t  get  near  his  otter 
traps ; and  the  renowned  scenting  Donald  can’t 
find  their  marks,  though  he  solemnly  maintains 
that  on  coming  home  the  night  of  the  great  gale 
he  did,  a mile  or  two  below  the  Old  Town,  scent 
an  otter,  a rat,  or  something  ! Some  salmon, 
black  as  sin,  were  got  towards  the  end  of  the 
season,  and  several  fine  baskets  of  sea  trout  were 
secured  in  October.  The  professor  did  not  carry 
off  the  championship  of  Loch  Brora ; neverthe- 
less he  had  many  bites  and  great ‘rugs’  from 
whopping  fish  when  nobody  but  himself  was 
present ! Is  the  Deveron  ‘ blue  bottle  ’ another 
amiable  professor  P”  

There  was  a large  attendance  at  the  meeting 
of  anglers  held  in  Aberdeen  last  week  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  an  Angling  Association.  A 
motion  was  made  and  carried  unanimously  that 
an  association  be  formed,  and  that  all  those 
present  agree  to  become  members.  Thereafter  a 
committee  of  fifteen  was  appointed  to  make 
inquiries  as  to  what  piece  or  pieces  of  water 
might  be  rented  by  the  Association. 


“ Happy  ” Henderson,  a great  boy  at  poaching, 
was  this  week  convicted  before  Sheriff  Brown 
at  Aberdeen,  and  mulcted  pretty  sweetly  for 
being  about  the  “ Snuffy  Pool”  of  the  Don  with 
intent  to  kill  salmon  illegally  during  the  fence 
season.  


The  Lands  and  Fishings  Committee  of  the 
Aberdeen  Harbour  Board  have  resolved  to  grant 
to  the  thirty  salmon  fishermen  in  their  emploj  ment 
a bonus  of  28s.  each  for  the  last  season,  which  is 
equivalent  to  an  increase  of  Is.  per  week  on  their 
wages.  

I learn  that  the  enterprising  new  hotel-keeper 
at  Fortingall,  Perthshire,  is  to  endeavour  to 
secure,  in  exclusive  right,  salmon  and  trout 
angling  for  next  season  over  a good  and  long 
stretch  of  the  charming  River  Lyon. 


From  nearly  all  the  autumn  salmon  rivers  of 
Scotland  it  is  reported  that  a great  dearth  of  fish — 
large  fish  of  the  late  migration — and  a gratifying 
absence  of  salmon  disease  in  the  lower  and. 
middle  district  reaches  have  to  be  noted  as 
characterising  this  winter  season  so  far  as  it  has 
yet  run. 

Regarding  the  “ runs  ” of  salmon  in  different 
Scotch  rivers,  I have  some  facts  before  me  which 
may  be  interesting  to  anglers.  The  Ness,  whose 
principal  angling  tributary  is  the  River  Garry, 
which  is  inland  from  Loch  Ness,  the  River  Oich, 
and  Loch  Oich,  has  a temperature  very  high  for 
winter  and  very  low  for  summer  and  early 
autumn.  During  the  severest  and  most  pro- 
tracted spells  of  frost  it  does  not  freeze.  Its 
principal  season  for  angling  is  when  its  tempera- 
ture is  lowest  for  the  time  of  the  jear.  The  fish 
do  not  then  run  through  it,  but  “stick”  in  its 
several  miles  of  angling  pools  and  streams.  The 
salmon  of  the  Garry,  on  the  contrary,  run  right 
through  it  in  the  very  dead  of  winter,  and  are  got 
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ill  large  mimbci’K  early  in  spring  by  the  rodi  on 
Jjoch  Oicli.  The  Garry  salmon,  tho  most  ot 
whicli  are  of  largo  si/m,  may  be  called  true  winter 
lisli,  since  they  do  not  spawn  the  winter  they 
ascend  or  tho  succeeding  spring.  In  the  dead  of 
winter  the  Tay  has  a pronounced  migration  of 
similar  fish,  whoso  instinct  guides  them  to  make 
for  Loch  Tay,  and,  later  on,  up  into  the  Dochart 
where  they  spawn  the  following  autumn.  Other 
Scotch  rivers  having  a run  of  like  fish,  although 
not  in  anything  like  such  strength,  are  Helms- 
dale, Thurso,  and  Haver.  In  these  three  the  run 
in  the  Navor  is  the  greatest,  in  the  Helmsdale 
the  slightest.  

The  Brora  and  Helmsdale  are  salmon  rivers  of 
tho  north-east  coast  of  Scotland  running  into  the 
German  Ocean;  and  right  on  the  other  side  of 
the  County  of  Sutherland  are  the  Laxford,  Inver, 
and  Ivirkaig,  rivers  of  the  north-west  coast 
running  into  the  Atlantic.  During  February  and 
most  of  the  spring,  the  former  have  a tempera- 
ture several  degrees  higher  than  the  latter,  while 
they  run  into  a sea  whose  temperature  is  lower 
than  the  sea  of  the  north-western  coast,  which  is 
warmed  by  the  Gulf  Stream.  They  contain  very 
early  fish  in  great  numbers  ; whilst  not  a single 
clean  fish  ascends  either  Laxford  or  Inver,  or 
Kirkaig,  until cai’ly  in  summer.  “How,” asks  a 
correspondent,  “ can  such  difference  in  the 
seasons  of  these  rivers  be  accounted  for?”  “If 
not  in  largest  measure  owing  to  temperature 
— What  then  is  it  owing  to  P ” 


Says  a friend,  writing  me  from  Lochaber : — 
“What  dreadfully  changeable  and  wet  weathp 
we  are  having  all  along  this  winter.  I am  afraid 
it  will  not  be  much  in  favour  of  a good  hatch-out 
of  the  salmon  ova  in  the  rivers  in  spring.  The 
Lochy  and  Spean  have  been  in  flood  nearly  all 
along  since  the  close  of  the  rod  season,  and  it 
would  appear  that  a similar  state  of  things  has 
been  pretty  general.  Our  angling  this  year  was 
a great  failure  so  far  as  the  salmon  and  grilse 
went.  Next  year  I hope  that  it  will  be  very  much 
better  ; it  could  scarcely  be  worse.  I am  bound 
to  say,  however,  that  the  so  many  bad  spawning 
seasons  we  are  having  do  not  raise  hopes  of  vast 
improvement.  I was  much  pleased  with  a recent 
article  in  the  Gazette  anent  snatching  salmon.  I 
would  strongly  support  a proposal  that  this 
nefarious  practice  should  be  put  down  by  law.  I 
am  sorry  to  say  that  many  indulge  in  it  who 
ought  to  be  above  that  sort  of  thing.” 


I HEAR  from  the  North  Bsk  that  “fortbe  last  few 
weeks  the  water  has  been  keeping  well  up  in  size, 
giving  the  fish  a good  chance  of  running.  Most 
of  the  autumn  salmon  are  now  getting  on  to  the 
redds  along  the  whole  extent  of  the  river,  but  not 
many  have  yet  spawned  out.  A lot  of  the  fish 
this  season  are  of  a very  large  size.  Disease  is 
not  to  be  seen  at  all  now,  and  a good  thing  too. 
There  have  been  no  signs  up  to  date  of  the  early 
clean  fish  coming  into  the  river,  but  no  doubt  in 
a short  time  the  run  will  be  commencing.  There 
is  a very  good  stock  of  spawners  in  the  West 
Water.  Likely  otters  will  be  depredating  before 
long  should  severe  frost  stick  in,  but  as  yet  they 
have  played  no  havoc  that  I have  heard  of.” 


The  circular  and  price  list  for  season  1893-1894 
of  the  Howietoun  Fishery  Company,  Stirling, 
N.B.,  has  just  been  issued.  It  contains  a deal  of 
interesting  information,  which  should  be  specially 
interesting  and  valuable  to  those  who  have  the 
intention  of  doing  something  in  the  way  of  stock- 
ing their  lochs  or  preserved  waters  with  common 
trout.  Loch  Leven  trout,  fontinalis,  &o. 


A I'RiEND  on  Spey  says  : — “ By  this  time  last 
year  I was  in  a jiosition  to  say  something  definite 
about  the  season’s  spawning  in  the  middle  and 
lower  reaches  of  the  Spey.  I’m  not  in  that  ])Osi- 
tion  this  year  owing  to  the  almost  continual  state 
of  Hooding  which  has  been  experienced  since  the 
autumn  run  of  fish  commenced  to  go  n[)on  the 
redds.  On  the  ujiper  reaches  the  grilse  (what 
there  is  of  them)  and  early  run  salmon  have  just 
about  finished  spawning.  Like  last  year  the 
autumn  Hoods  enabled  a good  head  of  fish  to  push 
upwards  with  about  like  results.  Owing  to  the 
volume  of  water  having  been  heavier  than  is 
usual  throughout  the  season,  some  apprehension 


is  felt  as  to  the  safety  of  many  of  the  redds. 
As  is  known,  a strong  current  compels  gravid 
fish  to  seek  the  outer  rtdds  in  preference  to 
safer  spawning  ground,  over  which  the  current 
may  be  running  very  strong  at  the  time. 
Although  frosts  have  been  prevalent  this 
season,  they  have  been  as  nothing  compared 
with  those  experienced  last  year  by  this  time,  so 
that  fortunately  the  damage  to  ova  up  till  now 
has  been  immaterial ; but  as  the  number  of  these 
outer  beds  this  year  must  be  specially  great,  there 
is  much  anxiety  felt  all  along  the  course  of  the 
river  in  case  the  water  should  get  low  and,  by 
frost,  the  whole  eggs  in  them  be  killed.  Each 
successive  year  fewer  fish  seek  the  Fiddich  as  a 
spawning  ground.  They  seek  the-  feeders  in  the 
upper  reaches  in  greater  numbers,  but  as  these 
streams  are  not  so  safe  as  the  Fiddich,  they  are 
not  so  favourable  to  the  success  of  the  spawning 
season.”  


What  will  the  netsmen  of  the  Solway  be  after 
next  ? In  virtue  of  the  powers  they  possess,  they 
have  already  overtaxed  the  fisheries  by  killing 
too  many  fis'i  and  allowing  too  few  to  reach  the 
nurseries  to  breed.  It  is  simply  marvellous  that 
they  do  not  recognise  this,  and  it  is  more  marvel- 
lous still  that  they  should  be  moving,  as  they  now 
are,  for  further  powers  (in  the  form  of  an  extended 
netting  season)  to  enable  them  to  even  more  com- 
pletely deplete  the  fisheries  and  lessen  the  stock 
of  breeders.  I do  earnestly  hope  that  those  who 
have  the  power  to  recommend  an  extension  of 
time  may  un.animously  and  resolutely  refuse  to 
do  anything  of  the  sort. 

As  bearing  on  the  foregoing,  a Dumfriesshire 
gentleman  writes  : — “ I devote  a little  of  my  spare 
time  to  angling  and  netting  matters  as  affecting 
the  salmon  fishings  of  the  Solway  Firth.  I have 
therefore  pleasure  in  sending  you  a pamphlet  got 
up  by  me  on  the  Solway  Firth  and  its  destruc- 
tive modes  of  illegal  netting,  which  I hope,  when 
you  have  perused  it,  may  be  of  some  use  when 
you  make  a future  reference  to  the  rivers  of  this 
district.  You  will  see  how  our  rivers  are  so 
much  abused  by  the  enormous  illegal  netting 
carried  on  in  the  Firth  both  in  open  and  in  close 
seasons.  Our  fishermen  are,  notwithstanding 
the  rapid  decrease  of  the  Salnionidce  which  has 
taken  place  during  the  last  four  or  five  years,  at 
present  petitioning  to  extend  the  netting  season 
from  Sept.  9 till  Oct.  1.  The  season  at  present 
being  from  Feb.  25  till  Sept  9,  and,  of  course,  if 
further  extended  would  not  let  a fish  up  to  breed, 
and  be  ruinous  to  every  one.  I send  you  some 
correspondence  that  has  taken  place,  also  articles 
that  have  appeared  in  the  Courier  and  Herald  on 
the  subject.  I am  collecting  a lot  of  information 
regarding  the  fishing  in  the  Eden,  Esk,  Nith,  and 
Annan.  In  the  Nith  it  has  been  something 
wretched  this  year,  only  forty-five  salmon  to  the 
rod  in  seventeen  miles  of  the  river.  Seven  floods 
have  taken  place  since  Sept.  9,  yet  never  in  our 
rivers  has  there  been  a show  of  fish  at  any  time 
since.”  


By  the  death  of  the  Eight  Hon.Viscount  Strath- 
allan  of  Strathallan,  which  took  place  at  Machany 
House,  Perthshire,  on  Tuesday  night  of  last  week, 
another  gap  has  been  created  in  the  now  slender 
ranks  of  the  good  old  school  of  genuine  fly  fisher- 
men. His  Lordship  was  an  enthusiastic  angler 
and  a most  deft  and  successful  hand  with  the 
salmon  rod.  By  brother  anglers  on  the  Perth- 
shire rivers  and  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee,  which  he 
often  fished,  he  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem, 
not  only  as  a sportsman  but  as  a true  gentleman. 
Several  years  past  he  fished  the  beautiful  and 
productive  Cambus  O’  May  water  of  the  Dee  and 
established  a record — and  that,  too,  with  the  fly. 
One  day  he  caught  nine  fish,  every  one  of  which 
was  hooked  and  brought  to  the  bank  by  him- 
self. These  were  all  caught  with  one  and  the 
same  pattern  of  tly  — the  Dunt,  which  he  ever 
afterwards  considered  as  nailing  a pattern  as 
be  could  mount  to  fish  with  in  the  generally 
prevailing  states  of  the  water  during  the  spring 
and  back-end  seasons.  Lord  Strathallan,  who 
was  heir  presumptive  to  the  title  of  Earl  of 
Perth,  and  also  a representative  peer  for 
Scotland,  was  born  in  1839,  and  succeeded  his 
father  so  recently  as  1883.  Amongst  his  nume- 
rous tenantry  he  was  a general  favourite,  being  a 
kind  and  very  considerate  landlord. 


By  the  introduction  of  fry  from  the  ova  of  tho 
earliest  running  of  the  early  salmon  of  the 
Aberdeenshire  Dee,  an  interesting  experiment,  1 
understand,  is  being  tried  on  the  Conon  and 
Blackwater  rivers  of  Eoss-shire.  'I’liese  rivor.s’ 
earliest  runners  do  not  run  so  early  by  a month 
or  two  as  those  of  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee. 
Accordingly,  the  experiment — the  introduction 
of  Dee  salmon  fry — is  with  the  view  to  make  the 
Conon  and  Blackwater,  in  the  course  of  time, 
have  a strong  run  of  salmon  as  early  as  the  Dee. 
The  Conon,  the  main  river — the  Blackwater  being 
a tributary — is  now,  and  for  some  years  past  has 
been,  well  used  like  the  Dee,  from  the  angling 
proprietors,  with  praiseworthy  enterprise,  having 
combined  and  bought  up  the  netting  rights,  and 
discontinued  the  netting  right  down,  practically 
to  the  sea.  This  year  the  fish,  by  reason  of  the 
protracted  drought  and  the  consecjuent  terribly 
low  state  of  the  water,  had  never  a right  chance 
of  ascending,  and  only  mere  elriblets  of  them  got 
inland  now  and  then  ; but  in  years  when  the 
water  is  normal  in  volume  for  the  respective 
seasons  there  ought  certainly,  since  the  river  is 
now  so  well  treated,  to  be  a marked  improvement 
in  the  sport  all  throughout  its  length,  as  likewise 
on  the  Blackwater,  its  more  sporting  tributary. 


Little  more  than  three  weeks  hence,  and  then 
those  hardy,  keen  enthusiasts  who,  in  pursuit  of 
their  beloved  Salnionidce  dare  to,  naj%  even  revel 
in  braving  the  rigors  of  tho  northern  winter, 
will  have  it  permitted  them  to  commence  angling 
operations  for  the  year  on  a number  of  the 
important  salmon  fisheries  of  Scotland.  I wish 
them  great  luck,  and  may  they  all  through  their 
fishing  time  have  infinitely  better  sport  than  fell 
to  the  lot  of  most  salmon  anglers  during  the 
early  months  of  the  present  year. 


WINTER  PIKING  ON  THE  THAMES 
(WINDSOR). 


Though  decried  very  much,  and  perhaps  with 
cause,  as  compared  with  the  good  old  days  before 
tug  or  launch  ploughed  their  way  up  the  quiet 
reaches  of  the  Thames,  pike  fishing  is  not  what 
it  was  then,  at  least  as  regards  size,  a ten  or  twelve 
pounder  in  this  district  being  looked  upon  now  as 
a beauty.  The  writer  cannot  help  thinking  that 
had  the  standard  been  raised  years  back  (when 
the  trailers  took  them  in  such  quantities)  to  31b., 
we  should  now  be  getting  some  worth  looking  at, 
and  instead  of  retaining  every  sizable  fish  some 
had  been  returned,  keeping  the  best,  or  a brace 
of  the  largest  fish,  would  not  now  be  so  scarce. 
At  the  present  time  pike  over  51b.  are  a rarity. 
This  brings  me  to  a subject  which  I have  long 
had  at  heart : Why  keep  out  all  the  fish  when  you 
have  had  a good  day?  They  are  comparatively 
worthless,  a brace  of  good  well-shaped  fish  should 
satisfy  any  sportsman,  and  I would  like  to  see 
an  “Anglers’  Liberation  Society”  formed  by 
sportsmen  who  would  pledge  themselves  to  return 
to  the  water  all  but  a certain  quantity  of  each 
class  of  fish.  I have  known  not  pounds,  but 
hundredweights  of  barbel,  jack,  chub,  roach,  Ac., 
relegated  to  the  dung  heap  after  having  been 
nearly  smoke  dried  in  some  club-room.  I was 
once  fishing  with  the  late  Mr.  Francis  Francis  for 
barbel  in  front  of  Windsor  Bridge.  We  had  had 
very  fair  sport — seventeen  fish  from  2lb.  to  about 
51b.  As  .soon  as  we  had  done,  every  fish  was 
taken  out  of  the  well  and  liberated,  much  to  tho 
disgust  of  the  loafers  who  formed  part  of  the 
audience  on  the  bridge. 

A few  days  back,  whilst  in  Kent,  I was  very 
pleased  to  see  the  ready  way  in  which  a gentle- 
man fell  in  with  my  view  of  retaining  specimen 
fish  and  returning  tho  rest,  a very  easy  matter 
even  to  the  bank  angler  in  cold  weather.  We 
had  got  throe  fish  on  the  grass,  to  each  of  which 
my  friend  had  very  kindly  administered  tho 
coup  de  grace,  when,  as  I could  see  the  fish  were 
well  on  and  that  it  might  be  a good  day,  I quietly 
suggested  that  the  rest  should  be  spared,  and 
when  we  had  done  a brace  of  the  largest  should 
go  up  to  our  host,  and  if  any  required  for  friends 
keep  them.  Unfortunately  only  one  of  the  throe 
first  caught  was  a nice  one,  being  5Db.,  con- 
sequently we  could  not  bring  the  dead  to  life,  so 
those  three  and  tho  brace  were  kejit  out.  When  wo 
had  done,  six  fish  were  put  liack,  and,  although 
they  had  been  out  of  water  scvei’al  hours,  in  about 
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three  minutes  they  came  to,  and  each  appeared 
to  have  an  appointment  it  was  not  slow  to  keep. 
Of  course,  if  the  water  is  a trout  water  and  pike 
not  wanted,  why  then  catch  them  anyhow  and 
any  size  ; hut,  as  the  Tliames  and  many  other 
waters  are  pike  w'aters,  and  the  fish  can  newer  be 
£?ot  rid  of,  1 really  think  very  little  of  the  angler 
who  keeps  one  under  dlb.,  or  more  than  a brace 
for  the  day.  This  is  digressing,  so  will  now  briefly 
enumerate  the  spots  in  this  district  where,  if  the 
angler  can  spin,  he  should  meet  with  sport  now' ; 
but  as  to  big  fish  I fear  they  are  few'  and  far 
between,  though  it  is  not  ten  years  back  since 
that  lieauty  of  ‘2-511).  6oz.,  now  in  the  Roy,al  Oak 
Hotel,  Windsor,  was  picked  up  alive  at  Clewer 
l*oint  early  one  New  Year’s  morning  by  two  liallast 
men.  This  fish  had  evidently  r,an  some  bait  up 
to  and  over  a bar  of  sand,  which  he  could  get 
over  at  the  time,  but  delay  in  returning  w'as 
fatal  to  him  ; the  water  receded,  and  as  a con- 


cut.  Here  is  another  good  lay-bye  and  big  eddy. 
I drop  tlie  weight  at  head  of  punt  quietly  and  a 
good  distance  aw'ay,  then  by  fairly  long  casting 
cover  this  .all  over.  I’ulling  up  the  weight,  I 
cross  again  to  wTthin  about  tw'enty  yards  of  the 
mouth  of  the  creek  on  my  right,  just  below  the 
house,  W'hich  is  now  tenanted  by  an  old  pensioned- 
off  college  waterman,  Leahy,  who,  whilst  cutting 
osiers  within  a few  feet  of  my  punt,  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  me  land  the  fish  in  the  illustra- 
tion. This  spot  will  not  take  long  to  spin  over, 
and  unless  feeding  fish  are  there  a quarter  of 
an  hour  will  suffice.  From  here  I drop  down 
to  the  end  of  the  row  of  pollards.  Keeping 
punt  well  over  on  the  left,  and  dropping 
the  w'eight  down  quietly,  I spin  it  over,  each  cast 
being  across  stream,  and  three  yards  lower  down 
than  the  last.  This  is  ea.sily  accomplished  by 
means  of  the  pole , and  a little  extra  pushing,  as  I 
do  not  need  to  raise  the  weight  each  time. 


take  half  an  hour  to  spin  over  properly,  and 
much  longer  to  live-bait  or  paternoster,  the  latter 
style  a very  deadly  w.ay  here,  as  the  bottom  is 
very  irregular  owing  to  the  encroachments  of  the 
ballast  boats. 

Having,  to  my  mind,  thoroughly  spun  this  over 
I again  cross  the  river,  and  rounding  the  point 
opposite  get  in  midstream,  drop  the  weight,  and 
by  degrees  spin  over  .all  the  w'ater  on  my  right, 
which  is  a succession  of  eddies  caused  by  the 
very  sudden  turn  the  river  here  takes.  1 do  not 
hurry  this  reach  over,  as  ’tis  well  worth  close 
attention.  Arriving  now  at  another  sharp  turn, 
1 pull  up  the  weight,  and  at  the  commencement 
of  the  big  flam  or  bay  in  front  of  me  on  my 
right,  known  locally  as  “ Clewer  Point,”  I tie  head 
of  punt  up  and  spin  all  I can  reach  foot  by  foot 
as  ’tis  good  water.  Having  done  this  by  sections 
right  round  the  bay,  I drop  down  to  within  a 
hundred  yards  of  the  white  house  on  the  right, 


WINTER  PIKE  FISHING  ON  THE  THAMES. 

(Our  Windsor  and  Eton  Correspondent  landing  a pike  of  111b.  14Joz.) 


seriucnce  ho  was  stranded.  I remember  how  sad 
I felt  at  his  ignominious  ending,  knowing 
the  fish  so  well.  He  had  smashed  u])  three  local 
anglers,  but  it  was  never  my  luck  to  run  him, 
thougli  I fished  desperately  tine  for  him,  and 
might  have  got  served  the  same.  “ Keep  to  the 
point,”  I fancy  someone  will  say.  I will  now — so 
])icture  me  in  my  ])unt,  which  w.as  sent  up  in  the 
early  morning  behind  ,a  friendly  tug  as  f.ar  as  | 
Boveney  Lock,  on  reaching  which  she  is  kindly  i 
taken  care  of  by  Croft,  the  genial  lock-keeper,  till  j 
I arrive,  as  sundry  matters  have  to  be  seen  to 
before  I can  get  aw.ay,  so  later  on  I walk  u])  to 
her. 

As  I intend  s|)inning  only,  I at  once  make  for 
the  tail  of  the  woii-,  spin  ovei- the  hill,  then  across 
the  big  deep  eddy  under  the  high  clay  bank 
opposite.  Having  well  covered  these  jdaces,  I 
cross  to  where  the  main  stream  joins  the  lock 


Arriving  opposite  the  big  bush,  the  first  on  the  ' 
racecourse  side,  I draw  weight  up,  paddle  over  j 
to  it,  and  letting  the  punt  drift,  cast  over  likely 
spots  till  I come  to  the  end  of  the  rush  island, 
commonly  known  as  “Rushes,”  and  which  I 
think  has  been  spared  l)y  the  ballast  heavers 
through  the  intervention  of  the  Eton  College 
.authorities,  who  use  this  spot  as  the  turning 
point  in  the  long  disLance  boat  r.aces,  it  being 
over  three  miles  from  and  back  to  ’Windsor 
Bridge.  I run  the  head  of  my  punt  on  this,  droj) 
Hie  weight  (puetly,  and  s]iin  all  over  the  tail  of 
it  in  radiating  fashion,  not  forgetting  the  bush  on 
my  right,  or  the  eddy  jnst  above,  out  of  which 
m.iny  a good  fish  has  been  taken.  From  here  1 
drift  down,  making  an  occasional  cast  here  and 
there,  till  I come  to  the  bay  just  at  the  end  of 
“ Athens,”  one  of  the  Eton  College  b.athing  pl.accs 
on  my  left.  This  is  a c.apital  w.ater,  which  will 


known  as  “ White  Lillies.”  Casting  to  the  right 
I spin  it  all  over  carefully  down  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Mill  Cutting,  where  I reel  up,  .and, 
crossing  the  water,  tie  my  punt  to  the  white  gate 
on  the  tow-path.  Taking  my  rod  I get  out  and 
w.alk  up  stream  to  the  jioint,  and  fish  from  the 
bank  closely  down  to  the  punt ; but  just  before 
reachiiig  it  there  is  a bay  which  comes  into  the 
bank  just  opposite  the  house.  This  receives 
special  attention,  as  from  here  1 have  had  some 
capital  fish,  and  only  recently  in  one  day  some 
bank  anglers  got  nine  from  21b.  to  -Mb.  each. 
I hear  someone  s.av,  “ After  all  this  spinning 
what  about  the  fish  F’  ^\’cll,  the  day  just  ended 
has  been  one  of  those  blanks  which  inld  enjoy- 
ment to  the  day  wiien  you  have  had  sport. 

raddling  home  in  the  (|uietudc  of  a December 
evening,  the  charm  of  solitude  is  soon  over,  and 
I again  mix  with  madding  humanity.  B.  K.  B. 
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ANGLING  FIXTURES. 

December  17.  

Allason  United  ; Prize  outing  at  liicbmond. 

Amicable  Tirothers  ; Match. 

Amicable  Excelsior  : Match  at  Richmond. 

Anchor  and  Hope  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

Anglers’  Pride  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

Battersea  Friendly  : Match  for  Christmas  prizes. 
Bermondsey  Brothers  : Christmas  prizes. 

Blackfriars  : Match  at  Richmond. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  : Match  at  Ware. 

Bomore  : Match. 

Bostonians  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

Brunswick  Brothers  : Match. 

Clapham  Junction  : Roving  match. 

Dalston  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

Enterprise  : Match. 

Hearts  of  Oak  : Match. 

Independent  Brothers:  Christmas  prize  outrng. 
Lincoln  ; Match  at  Windsor. 

Mitre  Brothers  : Match  at  Ware. 

North  London  : Match  at  Teddington. 

North-East : Match  at  Bures. 

Odds  and  Evens  : Match. 

Prince  of  Wales  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

Royal  George  : Match  at  Windsor. 

Serapis  : Match. 

Slough  and  Langley  : Match  in  Grand  Junction  Canal. 
South  London  : Match  at  Bures. 

St.  John’s  : Match. 

Walham  Green ; Christmas  prize  outing. 

Walworth  Waltonians  : Match. 

Wellington:  Christmas  competition. 

West  Ham  Brothers  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

December  18. 

Anglers’  Association:  Monthly  delegate  meeting  at 
Foresters’  Hall. 

North  London  : Benefit  concert. 

Prince  of  Wales  : Concert  and  presentation  to  Mr. 
French. 

Royal  Oak  : Benefit  concert. 

December  19. 

Dalston  : Half-yearly  distribution  of  prizes. 

Golden  Barbel : Social  evening. 

December  20. 

Walworth  Waltonians  : Match. 

December  21. 

Bomore  : Distribution. 

Clapham  Junction  : Distribution  of  prizes. 

Hoxton  Brothers  : Distribution  of  Christ  mas  prizes. 
December  22. 

Anglers’  Benevolent : Committee  meeting. 

West  Ham  Brothers  : Concert  and  distribution. 


FIXTURES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 
Dec.  21.— Clissold  : Christmas  prize  outing. 

,,  24. — Enterprise  : Match  at  Cheshnnt. 

,,  24. — St.  John’s  : Match. 

,,  26. — Clissold  : Smoking  concert. 

„ 26. — Queen’s  Piscatorials  : Roving  match. 

,,  27. — Izaak  Walton  : Competition. 

,,  30.— Forest  Gate  : Roving  match. 


JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAY. 


The  rain  which  has  fallen  during  the  week,  although 
unpleasant  to  the  general  public,  has  been  a boon  to 
anglers,  for  the  rivers  are  now  in  first-rate  condition 
for  all-round  fishing.  The  Thames  has  risen  consider- 
ably, and  the  colour  has  much  improved.  The  un- 
certain weather  has,  however,  kept  many  anglers  at 
home  during  the  past  week,  and  the  professional  fisher- 
men are  grumbling  about  the  absence  of  patrons.  But 
the  London  angler  does  not  thoroughly  enjoy  a drench- 
ing, and  the  remarkable  thing  is  that  the  professional 
man  seems  to  enjoy  a good  downpour.  Probably  he 
thinks  that  after  the  rain  is  over  he  will  get  more  cus- 
tomers, who  are  sure  to  venture  out  in  search  of  sport 
when  the  river  has  had  a slight  flush.  But  with  an  oil- 
skin coat,  a mackintosh  hat,  and  waterproof  leggings, 
most  of  us  can  brave  the  elements,  and  with  these 
useful  though  not  ornamental  appendages  the  profes- 
sional fisherman  is  invariably  supplied,  and  therefore 
has  the  advantage  over  some  anglers. 

*«*#*#* 
Christmas  is  close  upon  us,  and  we  must  conse- 
quently ma.ke  the  most  of  our  time  before  the  season 
closes.  Let  me  therefore  reprint  the  following  senti- 
ments from  “ The  Invitation  ” : — 

Oh,  while  fishing  lasts  enjoy  it. 

Let  us  to  the  streams  repair  ; 

Snatch  some  hours  from  toil  and  study 
Nature’s  blessed  gifts  to  share. 

Ye  who  stand  behind  the  counter. 

Or  groan  pallid  at  the  loom. 

Leave  the  measure  and  the  shuttle. 

To  the  rippling  stream  come,  come  ! 
******* 

The  Bury  Free  Press  announce  that  in  Christmas  week 
it  is  proposed  to  publish  (by  request)  an  excellent 
portrait  of  Mr.  William  Howlett,  the  Suffolk  naturalist 
and  angler.  A copy  of  the  portrait  will  be  sent  to  any 
address  on  receipt  of  one  shilling.  Orders  should  be 
sent  to  Mr.  W.  Howlett,  High-street,  Newmarket,  or  to 
Mr.  Simpson,  Free  Press  Works,  Cemetery-road,  Bury 
St.  Edmunds.  Early  application  should  be  made,  as  the 
number  of  portraits  will  be  limited. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Mb.  Ghubnbt  writes:  “A  fine  jack  of  1211b.  has 
been  taken  at  the  Association’s  fishery.  South  Weylands 
Parra,  Esher.  On  Saturday  last  Messrs.  Field,  Murphy, 
and  myself  visited  Shefford  to  inspect  the  river,  and 
make  inquiries  as  to  the  fishing  in  the  locality.  There 
is  plenty  of  free  fishing  close  to  Shefford  Station  (River 
Ivel) ; no  doubt  all  kinds  of  fish,  including  large  tench, 
and  now  and  then  a trout,  are  taken.  The  miller  at 
Shefford  Mill  will  give  permission  on  application.  It  is 
a grand  bit  of  water.  All  information  and  permission 
to  fish  on  many  farmers’  lands  may  be  obtained  on  appli- 
cation to  E.  Elliott,  King’s  Arms,  Shefford  (one  minute’s 
walk  from  station).  Mr.  Elliott  may  be  known  as  the 
late  proprietor  of  the  Horse  Shoes,  Blunham.  For 
Shefford  Station  book  from  King’s  Cross,  (Ireat  Northern 
Railway  ; change  at  Hitchin  on  to  the  Midland  Railway 
(no  Sunday  trains),  or  book  to  Arlesey,  Great  Northern 
Railway,  about  three  and  a half  miles  to  Shefford  (trains 
on  Sunday).  Privilege  tickets  available.” 

#***#»*.. 
Frank  Lockwood,  of  Lochlade,  writes  : “ Thinking 
perhaps  that  some  of  your  readers  who  make  their  own 
flies  might  possibly  be  thinking  of  paying  a visit  next 
season  to  this  picturesque  part  of  the  fly-fishing  world 
for  the  first  time,  I append  a list  of  the  artificial  Hies 
that  are  the  only  ones  necessary  about  here,  viz.,  March 
Browns,  Olive  and  Yellow  Duns,  Red,  Blue,  and  Black 
Gnats,  Hare’s  Ear,  Black  and  Brown  Alders,  in  three 
sizes  (this  fly  is  most  useful  all  the  season  through  after 
April,  and  about  the  middle  of  May  is  most  deadly). 
Green  and  Grey  Drakes,  Red  and  Grey  Spinners,  and  a 
Coachman  for  evening  fishing.  A large  orange  tinted 
sunk  fly  is  often  very  killing  during  the  May-fly  when 
the  weather  is  rough,  or  the  water  the  least  dis- 
coloured. 

* * 

The  Maidenhead  Angling  Association  has  been  the 
recipient  of  £5  from  the  Angling  Association,  aud  a 
similar  amount  from  the  River  Preservation  Fund 
Committee.  Some  fish  of  a giod  size,  to  be  turned  into 
the  river  at  Maidenhead,  they  are  also  negotiating  for. 
At  Marlow  little  sport  has  been  indulged  in  by  the 
numerous  anglers  at  the  town.  A few  miniature  jack 
have  been  taken. 

* * * * * * 

Peactical  Ethics. 

It  doesn’t  pay  to  be  too  good — 

But  then,  few  of  us  are. 

In  fact,  most  of  us  do  not  reach 
The  standard  mark  by  far. 

We  criticise  our  neighbours’  faults — 

Mostly  behind  their  backs— 

But  who  sets  out  to  find  out  what  he 
Himself  mo»t  sorely  lacks  ? 

It  doesn’t  pay  to  be  too  good — 

But  then,  who  ever  knew 
A man  who  really  was  too  good  ? 

Such  folks  are  mighty  few. 

In  most  of  us  there  is  a streak— 

As  fat  is  streaked  with  lean — 

Of  something  that  unprejudiced 
Observers  would  call  mean. 

It  doesn’t  pay  to  be  too  good — 

Just  good  enough  will  do. 

It  answers  pretty  well  for  mo. 

And  it  will  serve  for  you. 

Don’t  fret  about  your  neighbours’  faults— 

It  isn’t  right  you  should — 

And  bear  in’mind,  they  try  as  hard 

As  you  do  to  be  good.— Detroit  Free  Press. 
******* 

A CASE  of  considerable  importance  to  anglers  was 
heard  at  a recent  sitting  of  the  Reading  County 
Bench,  when  Abel  Warmington,  Albert  Oliver,  and 
Edward  Collett,  labourers,  of  Wolvercote,  were  charged 
with  illegally  fishing  on  private  water  at  Wytham,  on 
the  22nd  ult.  William  Munby,  of  Gladstow,  said  he  hid 
rented  the  water  from  Lord  Abingdon,  and  found  the 
three  defendants  fishing  in  it.  Nominal  fines  were 
imposed  in  each  case. 

******* 

The  River  Lea  is  either  very  ill  or  the  fish  are.  Daring 
the  past  month,  although  a good  many  anglers  have  been 
out,  the  result  has  been  practically  nil.  Whether  the 
month  of  December  has  proved  too  mild  for  the  fish,  and 
thereby  upset  their  delicate  appetites,  I do  not  know, 
but  the  river  ought  to  be  all  right  on  Sunday,  especially 
in  the  district  of  Ware,  where  (excuse  the  old  pun— as 
the  doctor  says,  “ it’s  chronic  ”)  there  are  some  of  the 
finest  roach  that  can  be  found  in  the  Lea. 

******* 

Me.  Newham,  writing  me  from  Wimbledon  Lake, 
and  “blowing”  me  up  for  not  taking  some  more  big 
pike  out  of  his  water,  says  “ the  wind  has  been  so  violent 
here  that  the  spray  from  the  waves  has  gone  clean  over 
my  cottage  ; there  are  several  trees  blown  down  in  the 
park.” 

******* 

The  “ Friars  Shott  ” salmon  fishing  on  the  Ness, 
which  belongs  to  the  Inverness  Town  Council,  and  at  one 
time  a famous  netting  station,  has,  in  consequence  of 
the  unremunerative  returns,  failed  to  find  a tenant  for 
the  incoming  year.  The  rent  asked  was  <£130,  but  no 
one  was  bold  enough  even  to  risk  this  sum. 

* * * * * * * . 
Although  salmon  fishing  is  now  closed,  England  is 
not  to  be  devoid  of  this  tasty  fish  being  laid  on  the 
table.  During  the  last  two  weeks  large  consignments 
have  reached  this  country  from  Prance.  It  has  been 
usual  to  get  our  winter  supply  from  Norway,  Sweden, 
and  Holland,  but  our  neighbours  across  the  channel  are 
doing  very  remunerative  business. 


The  International  Yachting  Exhibition,  which  is  to 
precede  the  Groat  Fisheries  Exhibition,  will  open  at  the 
Royal  Aquarium  on  Feb.  1,  1894.  Both  froni  its  scenic 
effects  and  its  intrinsic  merits,  the  forthcoming  exhibi- 
tion is  calculated  to  eclipse  the  last,  which  was_  the 
most  successful  held  during  the  year.  Numerous  exhibits 
are  promised  from  foreign  countries  and  the  colonies. 
Models  of  the  yachts  “ Valkyrie  ” and  “ Vigilant  ” are 
expected,  and  lovers  of  yachts  and  yachting  are  invited 
to  send  models  and  exhibits  of  interest.  All  applications 
for  space  for  either  loans  or  trade  exhibits  should  bo 
addressed  direct  to  the  Managing  Director.  The 
Fisheries  Exhibition  to  be  held  at  the  Royal  Aquarium 
March  0 to  April  3,  1894,  will  considerably  exceed  in 
interest  that  of  last  year. 

* # * * * # * _ 

The  following  figures  are  interesting;  During  the 
month  of  November  the  fishmeters  appointed  by  the 
Fishmongers’  Company  seized  at  Billingsgate  19  tons  of 
fish  as  unfit  for  human  food.  The  total  weig’nt  of  fish 
delivered  during  November  was  11,790  tons,  of  which 
9219  tons  came  by  land  and  2.571  tons  by  water.  Among 
the  fish  seized  were  cockles  (2  tons),  dorees,  haddocks 
(6  tons),  herrings,  mussels,  oysters,  periwinkles  (4  tons), 
plaice,  salmon,  shrimps,  skate,  smelts,  sprats  (4  tons), 
whitebait,  and  whiting.  At  Shadwell  Market,  out  of 
1683  tons  delivered,  11  tons  were  seized.  It  seems  a 
great  pity  that  so  much  good  food  should  be  thus  wasted, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  Commission  which  is  inquiring 
into  the  sea-fishing  question  will  be  able  to  prohibit  it. 

• *#*»*• 

The  application  of  high-class  machinery  for  the 
pointing  and  finishing  needles  (says  Industries  and 
Iron)  which  was  introduced  into  the  Redditch  seat  of 
that  industry  some  thirty  years  ago,  has  undergone 
from  time  to  time  such  development  that  the  needle 
trade  of  that  district  has  now  no  reason  to  fear  compe- 
tition from  any  quarter  of  the  globe.  The  machines  now 
used  for  needle  making  include  every  process,  from  the 
stamping  of  the  blank  to  the  pointing,  eyeing,  tempering, 
burnishing,  aud  finishing  of  the  articles,  even  to  the 
assorting  of  them  and  sticking  them  on  the  paper  in 
rows  of  mathematical  precision.  The  result  is  not 
only  a wonderful  saving  in  cost,  but  a marked  im- 
provement in  the  quality  and  finish  of  these  delicate 
wares.  The  grooving  machine  for  sewing-machine 
needles,  introduced  first  some  seven  years  ago,  has  now 
been  so  far  perfected  that  the  old  process  of  stamping 
has  been  quite  superseded.  The  weekly  output  of 
Redditch  and  the  adjacent  district  comprises  55,090,000 
needles,  three  tons  of  pins,  20,000,000  fish-hooks,  besides 
reels,  floats,  flies,  rods,  and  swivels  in  proportionate 
quantities. 

*******  ^ 
Mr.  Atmoee,  a member  of  the  Post  Office  Angling 
Society,  having  obtained  permission  to  fish  in  the  Vir- 
ginia Water,  took  a pike  of  IS^lb.,  which,  when  opened, 
was  found  to  contain  a younger  brother  or  sister  (Jack 
or  Jill  ?)  weighing  J^lb.  Esox  Indus  catinibalis  ! 

******* 

We  hear  that  the  Huntingdon  Angling  Association  are 
very  wisely  making  efforts  to  restock  the  river.  The 
committee,  a day  or  two  since,  placed  a choice  lot  of 
young  pike  in  the  waters,  specially  obtained  from  a 
breeding  establishment  in  Lincolnshire  ; and  very  shortly 
a number  of  young  chub  and  roach  will  be  obtained. 

* * * * . * * * 

The  crowing  of  roosters  at  times  is  absurd. 

And  ’mongst  men  he  would  prove  a more  popular  bird 
Could  he  be,  between  midnight  and  daybreak,  “ in- 
doost” 

To  withhold  his  reports  on  his  hen-haram  roost. 

Like  him  we’re  at  home  then  with  those  we  love  best. 
And  want  no  shrill  clarion  to  break  our  night  s rest. 

He  may  rule  the  roost  well — we’ve  no  reason  to 
doubt  it. 

So  do  we,  but  at  night-time  we  don’t  crow  about  it. 

Walter  Pelham. 

******* 

The  Hook  of  Holland  route  of  tho  Great  Eastern 
Railway  Company  offers  exceptional  facilities  to  persons 
who  wish  to  spend  their  Christmas  holidays  in  Holland 
or  Germany.  Passengers  leaving  London  in  the  evening 
reach  the  chief  Dutch  cities  the  following  morning,  while 
there  are  through  trains  in  connection  with  the  arrival  ot 
the  steamers,  from  the  Hook  ot  Holland  to  Germany. 
The  fares  by  this  route  are  exceedingly  low.  Cheap  fares 
have  also  been  arranged  by  the  Harwich-Antwerp  route 
for  passengers  wishing  to  visit  Belgium. 

*«***«*_ 

“Christmas  comes  but  once  a year!”  Ail  right. 
So  be  it!  Babbage,  Bent’ck,  and  Bass  were  very  good 
hands  at  arithmetic.  The  second  line  to  rhyme  with 
“year”  is  “When  it  comes  it  brings  good  cheer! 
Let’s  hope  it  will  bring  the  best  of  good  cheer  to  every 
“ honest  angler  good  and  true  ! ” Thousands  who  belong 
to  London  and  provincial  clubs  have  been,  and  will  be, 
competing  for  the  good  cheer  of  this  festive  season.  A 
member  of  the  Phoenix  Club  has  “ secured  ” a turkey  of 
2-51b.  May  it  be  tender — and  may  all  the  turkeys  which 
usually  fall  to  “ Dragnet’s  ” share  be  negotiable  without 
the  aid  of  steam  machinery.  Another  member  of  the 
PhcEnix  secured  “ Old  Biira  pair  of  Boots,  It  would 
be  extremely  interesting  to  know  how  Materfamilias 
will  prepare  these  “plates  of  meat”  for  dinner.  One 
of  the  Removes  at  the  Fly  Fishers’  dinner  was 
“Saddle  of  Mutton  Duchesse  but  there  was  no 
“ soleing  and  heeling’^  required.  Never  mind, 

Boots  winner,  if  you  can’t  get  on  with  leather,  try  the 
F.  G.  Xmas  hamper.  There  are  some  “ tough’uns  ” 
occasionally  ; but  that  you  may  digest  the  whole  of  the 
1 menu — almanack  included — is  the  sincerest  wish  of 
I Dragnet. 
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FOUND  IN  THE  TRAWL. 


now  TEN  JOLLY  ANGLERS  SPENT 
CHRISTMAS  EA"E. 


’Twas  a beastly  wet  night,  as  we  sat  round  the  fire, 
With  everything  handy  that  one  could  desire  ; 

By  “ everything  handy  ” I mean  without  doxibt 
Those  little  “ home  comforts  ” man  can’t  do  without. 
Ten  jolly  anglers  had  I round  mo  there— 

I say  “ round  ” because  I was  voted  the  chair — 

And  each  puffed  his  favourite  pipe  with  delight, 

“ Enoi.ish’s,”  “ Biltob’s,”  or  “Allen  and  Weight, ’’ 
For  they  are  the  pipes  which  apart  from  their  neatness 
Are  uneriualled  for  lightness,  coolness,  and  sweetness. 
While  as  for  the“  weed,’’  we’d — excuse  the  mild  joke. 
I’ve  no  great  desire  your  ire  to  provoke — 

But  we’d  Peter  and  Co.’s  mixture  and  cigarettes  too. 
And  of  Lambert  and  Butler’s  famed  samples  a few. 
Then  as  for  the  tonics,  a glance  was  sufficient 
To  prove  that  our  judgment  of  brands  was  efficient. 
Bushmills  old  Oirish,  and  Rhino’s  Ivanhoe, 

Brands  I’ve-an-notion  to  make  the  wit  flow  ; 

And  Grant’s  famed  Morella  was  also  there  handy. 

By  the  side  of  their  Ginger  'Whirhj  and  Bra7idy. 

Besides  these  we’d  something  to  warm  frozen  “ Bokos,” 
Epi's’s  and  Cadbury’s  world-renowned  Cocoas. 
**#*#* 

To  sit  smoking  and  drinking  with  nought  else  to  do 
Was  a lazy  enjoyment,  I own  it  to  you  ; 

So,  acting  as  Chairman,  I “ hammered  ’’  and  said  — 

“ Gentlemen,  I’ve  an  idea  in  my  head  ; 

We’re  sitting  round  here  in  a fashion  that’s  lazy. 

So  I'll  speak  ere  our  reasons  get  unduly  hazy. 

I know  each  is  anxious  to  .=  hine  as  a poet. 

So  if  you’ve  the  reason  and  rhyme  you  shall  show  it. 
We’ll  take  up  the  “ads  ’’  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
And  to  each  one  and  all  this  task  shall  be  set : 

You  shall  all  choose  an  “ ad.,’’  and  give  short  and  terse 
Its  feature  and  name  in  extemporised  verse. 

So  fill  up  your  glasses,  there’s  Bushmills  quite  handy 
Also  Rhind’.s  Ivanhoe  and  Grant’s  Cherry  Brandy, 

For  there’s  nought  like  a nip  of  the  tonic  that  cheers 
To  bear  up  the  heart  thro’  this  long  vale  of  tears. 

Now,  Bill,  since  I know  of  the  bards  you’re  a lover. 

You  first  choose  an  ‘ ad.’  from  the  F.  O.’s  bright  cover.” 

“ Mr.  Chairman,”  said  Bill,  “ and  Gentlemen  all, 

I submit  you  these  lines  in  response  to  my  call : 

Yon  may  fish  from  the  bank  for  bream. 

But  there’s  nothing  can  equal  be. 

To  a punt  on  the  flowing  stream. 

And  a Hardy  rod  for  me.” 

“ That’s  a very  good  parody.  Bill,”  we  said, 

“ On  a ‘ Life  on  the  Ocean  Wave  ; ’ now,  Ted.” 

“ Well,  boys,  this  idea  has  to  me  occurred. 

But  I’ll  leave  you  to  find  out  the  missing  word  : 

Only  a glance  of  two  laughing  eyes, 

A glimpse  of  a dimpled  chin. 

And  a healthful  flush,  like  a rosebud  blush, 

Spread  over  her  spotless  skin. 

I asked  the  maid  how  she  gained  such  charms 
She  replied,  in  the  tone  which  thrills— 

‘ Health,  beauty,  and  youth,  I owe  in  truth 
To  the  magic  of ’ ” 

“ Bravo,  Teddy,  that’s  a point  above  Bill’s, 

Two  words  fit  the  metre,  and  they’re  ‘ Beecham’s  Pills.’ 

Now,  Jack,  your  turn,  you  seem  to  be  ready. 

For  I see  you  passed  on  the  F.  G.  to  Freddy. 

(.lack) — “ If  his  Satanic  Majesty 
Entices  you  to  revel 
You’ll  beat  his  efforts  if  you  bait 
With  Foster’s  famed  ‘kill  devil.’  ” 

“ A jolly  good  bait,  too,  for  trout  and  for  pike. 

And  one  amongst  others  I very  much  like. 

Then  two  firms  whose  tackles  are  not  often  beaten, 
Hancock  of  Holborn,  and  Bambridqe  of  Eton. 

But  there,  boys,  my  comments  are  not  quite  in  season. 
For  Freddy  looks  anxious,  and  not  without  reason.” 
(Freddy)  — 

“ Bad  writers  find  fault  with  their  pens. 

As  workmen  with  their  tools. 

But  they  are  men  who’ve  yet  to  learn 
The  best  of  golden  rules. 

They  scratch  and  blot,  use  naughty  woi-ds. 

But  wherefor  no  one  kens. 

When  they  can  get  from  Perry’, s Stores 
Their  famed  Australian  pens.” 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


“ Mr.  Chairman,”  said  Dick,  “ I am  next  in  rotation, 
I’ve  a parody  here  on  a well-known  quotation  : 

Daisy,  Daisy,  I’ve  broken  my  rod  in  two, 

I’m  all  crazy  ; tell  me  what  I’m  to  do. 

If  you’ve  got  your  eye  on  marriage 
Just  go  in  a cab,  or  carriage, 

To  the  nearest  shop. 

And  ask  for  a drop 

Of  Le  Page’s  famed  Liquid  Glue.” 

“ Dick,  you’re  a genius,  but  this  ‘ tip  ’ must  be  spoken. 
Rods  made  by  Gillett  seldom  are  broken. 

Now,  Walter.  “ I’m  ready,”  .said  he,  with  a smile, 

“ With  a rhyme  in  the  stereo’d  music-hall  style  : 

As  I sit  in  my  punt  with  my  rods  in  front 
In  an  independent  air. 

My  pals  they  all  declare 

It’s  the  devil  that’s  sitting  there. 

For  I catch  not  one,  but  nigh  on  a ton. 

And  they  want  to  know  how  the  deuce  ’tis  done. 

And  I tell  ’em  my  tackle  is  made  by  Charlie  Farlow.” 

“ That’s  good,”  said  Pat,  “ now  Oi’m  next  on  the  list. 

So  I’ll  give  yez  a thruism  none  can  resist : 

If  you’d  have  warm  feet  and  defy  the  snow. 

Before  yez  go  out  give  yez  boots  a rubbin’ 

With  Price’s  world-famed  Gishurstine, 

Or  Dales’  invaluable  dubbin.” 

“ Here’s  mine,”  said  Charlie,  “it’s  short  and  sweet : 
Richardson’s  rods  take  a lot  to  beat.” 

“ And  I,  too,”  said  Frank,  “ must  be  short  and  terse. 
For  I’m  not  a hand  at  extemporised  verse  ; 

But  this  I will  say,  without  fear  of  denial. 

Allcock’s  tackle  and  rods  are  finished  in  style.” 

“ Here’s  mine,”  said  Bob,  “ I’m  pleased  to  get  it  over, 
For,  as  you  know,  of  rhyming  I’m  no  lover: 

Ye  ardent  youth  with  thread  and  pin. 

If  angling  is  your  bent. 

When  ye  grow  ohl  seek  Slater’s  Stores 
At  Neu’nrl-  on  the  Trent.” 

“ But  look  here,  boys,”  said  I,  “ it  is  not  mete 
To  overlook  the  well-known  name — Bartleet, 

For  be  it  mentioned  here  before  too  late, 

’Tis  he  who  m.akes  the  Serpentanic  bait. 

Then  there’s  our  friend  of  Manchester  whose  fame 
Is  ‘ Gut  ’ imiiorting — Ramsbottom  by  name. 

Then  there  are  Millward,  Whitty,  Rov?e,  of  Barn- 
staple, and  Booth, 

And  Brookes,  and  Cummins — all  good  names  forsooth  ! 
But  space  is  limited,  and  time  speeds  fast. 

So,  Arthur,  you  shall  wind  up  for  the  last.” 

“ Mr.  Chairman — Gentlemen,  I’m  very  grieved  to  see 
You’ve  left  a task  most  difficult  for  such  a bard  as  me  • 
You  all  forget  we  came  in  here  out  of  the  drizzling  wet 
Wrapped  up  in  waterproofs,  of  which  I’ve  heard  no 
mention  yet. 

Now,  Andeesons,  of  City  fame,  are  noted  for  their 
‘ macs,’ 

While  some  of  you  are  proud  to  wear  friend  Cording 
on  your  backs. 

Our  Chairman  sports  a waterproof — King,  Malcom’s 
that  I know. 

So  we  are  all  impregnable  against  the  coming  snow.” 

Here  I arose,  and  thus  addressed  my  friends — 

“ With  Arthur’s  rhyme  our  bardic  effort  ends; 

Now  to  a lighter  occupation  we 

Will  turn,  and  court  the  muse  in  harmony ; 

So,  poets  all,  we’ll  harmonise  the  bards 
With  dulcet  strains  on  one  of  famed  Eraed’s.” 
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J^rovincial  Botes 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birming- 
ham Association  was  held  at  the  headquarters  on  Thur.s- 
day  evening,  Dec.  7.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J. 
Hughes  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  minutes  of  the 
previous  committee  meeting,  held  on  Nov.  2,  were  read 
and  received,  when  a case  of  lending  the  Association 
travelling  cards  was  brought  by  the  representative  of 
the  Birmingham  Heath  Society  against  Mr.  G.  White, 
of  Smethwick.  This  case  took  up  a considerable  amount 
of  time,  as  evidence  bearing  upon  the  case  was  brought 
forward  by  Mr.  White  and  also  by  the  society.  Mr. 
White,  in  his  defence,  said  that  he  knew  he  was  doing 
wrong  when  he  lent  the  cards,  but  he  did  it  thinking 
that  it  would  not  injure  the  Association,  and  that  it 
would  be  the  means  of  the  person  to  whom  he  lent  the 
cards  becoming  a member  of  the  Association,  as  he 
had  been  led  to  understand  that  the  person  in  question 
had  made  an  application  to  join  one  of  the  societies 
connected  with  the  Association  previous  to  him  lending 
his  cards.  This  was  denied  by  the  Birmingham  Heath 
representative,  who  said  the  person  who  had  borrowed 
the  cards  has  boasted  at  the  clubhouse  that  he  did  not 
want  to  join  a club  as  he  could  borrow  a travelling  card 
at  any  time.  After  hearing  the  case  through,  a resolu- 
tion was  moved  and  seconded  that  Mr.  George  White  be 
expelled  the  whole  range  of  affiliated  clubs  for  two 
years,  and  an  amendment  was  moved  and  seconded  that 
the  term  be  twelve  months.  Upon  the  vote  being  taken 
the  resolution  was  carried  by  the  casting  vote  of  the 
president.  The  secretary  read  letters  received  from  the 
Midland  Railway  Company  re  certain  new  stations  and 
alterations  to  be  made  on  the  new  travelling  card.  The 
correspondence  was  received  as  read,  after  which  the 
meeting  closed. 

The  evidence  required  by  the  Severn  Fishery  Board 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  River  Avon  under  their 
jurisdiction  has  not  been  sent  in  to  the  satisfaction  of 
those  gentlemen  who  have  the  scheme  in  hand,  and  Mr. 
T.  Coles  is  about  to  issue  a circular  asking  for  further 
< vidence  on  the  matter.  The  chief  questions  asked  are  : 
Fir.st,  Do  you  consider  that  the  stock  of  coarse  fish  has 
fallen  off  in  late  years  in  the  River  Avon  f And,  if  so, 
to  what  do  you  attribute  the  cause  f Secondly,  What 
mrans  do  you  suggf  st  to  increase  the  stock  of  fish  in  the 
river?  Thirdly,  Are  you  in  favour  of  increased  pro- 
tection? If  so,  should  it,  in  your  opinion,  come  under 
the  bye-laws  of  a Conservancy  ? Fourthly,  What  do  you 
consider  would  bo  the  effect  of  the  proposed  change  on 
the  river  as  a fishery  ? Anglers  who  take  an  interest  in 
this  important  question  are  requested  to  reply  to  the 
questions  mentioned,  and  forward  replies  to  Mr.  T.  Coles, 
70,  Edgbaston-street,  Birmingham.  A considerable 
quantity  of  evidence  has  been  received,  but  when  replies 
have  been  received  to  the  questions  above,  the  Board  of 
Trade  will  be  memorialised  with  a view  of  holding  an 
inquiry  to  settle  the  question  whether  the  Severn 
Board  are  to  have  the  jurisdiction  over  the  river  or  not. 
The  inquiry  will  in  all  probability  take  place  at  Evesham 
early  in  the  new  year. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Camden  Society 
will  be  held  on  Tuesday  evening  next,  when  the  election 
of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  will  take  place.  The 
secretary,  Mr.  H.  Smith,  informs  me  that  the  club  has 
made  progress  numerically  during  the  year,  and  that 
there  are  at  the  present  time  115  members  on  the 
books. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Vine  Unity  Society  was 
held  at  the  Vine  Inn,  Carver-street,  on  Tuesday  evening 
last,  when  Mr.  J.  Spittle  was  re-elected  president ; 
Messrs.  Burgess  and  Hadicote,  vice-presidents ; and  Mr. 
W.  Shellis,  secretary. 

The  weather  during  the  last  few  days  has  been  stormy, 
with  heavy  falls  of  rain.  This  will  help  to  clean  out 
the  rivers,  and  a great  number  of  anglers  will  be  pre- 
paring for  the  holidays  should  the  weather  hold  out.  A 
few  days’  fine  weather  will  do  much  to  benefit  the  sport 
after  the  recent  rainfall. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Beyond  a little  pike  fishing,  there  is  absolutely  nothing 
going  on  in  this  district,  and  even  this  branch  of  the 
sport  is  of  a limited  character.  The  recent  heavy  rains 
have  put  many  streams  in  a state  of  flood,  and  even 
canals  and  land-looked  waters  are  now  brimful.  Since 
the  formation  of  the  Manchester  Central  Angling  Society, 
its  career  has  been  a chequered  one.  It  was  established 
in  Hulme,then  migrated  to  Salford,  and  now  is  once  more 
located  in  Hulme,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  peace  will  now 
attend  its  existence.  The  annual  meetingof  the  Longsight 
Angling  Association  was  a well  attended  one,  over  which 
Mr.  Councillor  Wilson  presided.  Pending  the  comple- 
tion of  the  programme  adopted  by  the  present  executive, 
it  was  not  thought  advisable  to  start  another  year  until 
the  new  bill  of  fare  was  ready,  consequently  the  election 
of  officers  and  committee  is  postponed  to  March  next. 
The  concert  given  on  the  Oth,  in  Manchester,  was  not  so 
well  attended  as  it  should  have  been,  but  several  items 
militated  against  a good  attendance.  The  night 
selected  was  an  unfortunate  one,  for  many  clubs 
were  holding  important  meetings ; the  Levenshulme 
Society  had  a lecture  fixture,  the  Buckland  their 
annual  meeting,  the  Free  Anglers  also  had  an 
important  agenda  to  dispose  of,  and  sever.ul  others 
were  similarly  engaged.  The  Royal  Walton  enter 
upon  another  year  on  Deo.  ‘20.  The  anglers  of  Bolton 
are  just  at  present  m a most  convivial  mood,  but  it  is 
gratifying  to  find  that  amongst  all  their  joUy  surround- 


DKOKATnioR  1(5,  1893] 


ings  they  do  not  forgot  thoir  dopavted  loader.  Loaders 
in  angling  matters,  as  in  other  sports,  are  not  always 
reclining  in  a bod  of  roses,  and  often  got  woefully  mis- 
understood, hut  in  Bolton  they  are  evidently  .appreciated 
and  thoir  memory  honoured.  The  Burnley  anglers  are 
progressing,  and  are  going  in  for  improving  their  know- 
ledge of  the  sport.  Mr.  Clegg  contributed  to  this  end 
by  a lecture  on  “ Bish  and  Pishing  ” a few  days  ago  to 
a good  audience.  The  now  executive  of  the  Swan 
Angling  Society,  Bury,  is  as  follows  : — President, 
Councillor  ,T.  Clemisham  ; vice-presidents,  Messrs.  J. 
Sykes,  S.  Keir,  .and  R.  Kay  ; treasurer,  Mr.  J.  H.  Kay  ; 
secretary,  Mr.  T.  A.  Burton.  This  society  is  in  a 
healthy  condition,  having  sixty  members,  and 
possessing  the  rights  of  fishing  in  several  well 
stocked  and  desirable  waters.  The  latest  addition 
to  the  roll  call  of  Oldham  clubs  is  that  of  the  Gardeners’ 
Arms  Angling  Society.  A general  meeting  is  fixed  for 
January,  and  in  the  meantime  they  have  become  affiliated 
with  the  Oldham  Association.  Stocking  in  the  Rochdale 
district  is  receiving  some  attention,  and  we  should  be 
glad  to  learn  that  the  fine  Lake  at  Littleborough  was 
likely  to  be  soon  made  a fishing  resort  instead  of  a 
boating  resort.  The  Phoenix  Angling  Society,  Oldham, 
have  established  a challenge  cup,  to  be  competed  for 
annually  in  the  Bardesley  Canal,  in  August  of  each 
year. 

Not  much  has  been  heard  lately  of  the  Townshend 
Arms  Anglers — a society  at  one  time  well  before  Lanca- 
shire anglers.  Doubtless  they  are  still  carrying  on 
their  work  for  the  general  good,  and  should  be  supported 
by  the  angling  fraternity  of  this  county.  A visit  to 
the  Plashes  would  repay,  and  if  some  fine  pike  are  not 
taken  this  winter  it  will  be  surprising.  Mr.  Prescott 
added  on  the  9th  fifty  good  stock  fish  to  the  Kingfishers’ 
private  water  at  Molyneaux ; a further  consignment 
following  in  a few  days. 

The  past  week  marks  an  epoch  in  the  history  of 
angling  in  Stalybridge,  for  the  new  hatchery  is  for  the 
first  time  put  into  operation.  There  appears  no  end  to 
the  enterprise  of  Mr.  Hall  and  his  committee. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Very  few  anglers  have  been  out  this  week,  so  that 
little  has  been  done.  A few  pike  of  small  size  (from 
4lb.  to  71b.)  have  been  taken  at  Wroxham,  chiefly  on  the 
Broad,  which  is  in  splendid  condition. 

In  a pike  match  fished  by  the  members  of  the  Great 
Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Society  at  Barton  on  Monday,  a 
fish  of  151b.  took  the  first  prize  ; the  second  prize  being 
secured  by  a catch  of  one  71b.,  one  31b  , and  one  2jlb., 
fish. 

The  Yare  has  been  very  low  for  some  days,  far  below 
ordinary  level,  so  that  the  water  has  been  run  off  the 
adjoining  broads,  which  have  been  practically  unfishable  ; 
otherwise  all  our  waters  are  in  good  condition,  and 
should  tempt  anglers  out,  but  I do  not  expect  much  will 
be  done  this  side  Christmas. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Coarse  fish  anglers  in  our  district  ought  now  to  be  on 
good  terms  with  themselves.  The  Trent  at  the  time  of 
writing  on  Wednesday  night  contained  five  feet  of  extra 
water,  and  this  big  influx  should  assuredly  scour  the  bed 
of  the  river,  and  improve  coarse  fish  angling  prospects 
all  round.  The  rise  is  the  biggest  known  since  the 
spring. 

On  Saturday  I was  out  at  King’s  Mills  and  Shardlow, 
and  saw  a couple  of  salmon  leap  in  the  rapids  below 
King’s  Mills  ferry.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the 
autumn  fish  are  now  seeking  to  reach  the  Dove,  and  the 
rise  mentioned  will  assist  them  on  their  journey.  Above 
the  mills  on  the  date  named  Mr.  A.  Pewkes  and  Mr.  T. 
Burgoyne  killed  four  very  good  pike  with  the  live  bait ; 
the  best  weighed  8Jlb.  Pike  fishing  closes  on  the  Weston 
stretch  at  the  end  of  December,  and  up  to  now  not  many 
heavy  fish  have  fallen  to  the  rod ; perhaps  Mr.  J.  Greaves 
has  taken  the  heaviest — one  of  ll  jlb. 

At  Shardlow,  on  Saturday,  I caught,  with  greaves,  a 
very  fine  chub  of  41b.  12Joz.  It  was  a very  thick  fish, 
and  in  good  condition.  Since  then  scarcely  an  angler 
has  been  out.  Boisterous  weather  set  in  on  Sunday 
morning,  and  violent  winds,  accompanied  by  heavy 
rains,  have  prevailed  ever  since. 

A meeting 'of  the  committee  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  Trent  Fishery  Board  as  to  the  necessity  of  obtaining 
legal  powers  for  the  enforcement  of  a licence  on  the 
rods  of  coarse  fish  anglers  frequenting  the  Trent  and  its 
tributaries,  has  been  held  at  the  headquarters  of  the 
Wellington  Society  during  the  week.  The  proceedings 
were  of  a formal  character,  being  private,  and  of  a 
conversational  character,  but  I hope  in  my  next  to  lay  a 
few  general  facts  before  those  of  my  readers  who  are 
interested  in  the  subject.  Nothing  short  of  compulsion 
will  protect  the  Trent  and  preserve  its  fish,  and  there 
seems  a general  wish  now  that  a licence  on  rods  should 
be  leased  by  the  powers  that  be. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

In  the  absence  of  other  topics,  the  old  question  of  river 
pollution  is  again  cropping  up.  At  a meeting  of  the 
newly  formed  West  Riding  Rivers  Conservancy  Board, 
held  last  Friday  at  Bradford,  the  streams  most  under 
consideration  were  those  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Sheffield.  A letter  was  read  from  Mr.  R.  Hill,  of  Mill- 
houses,  Sheffield,  complaining  that  the  sewage  from 
that  suburb  was  allowed  to  run  into  the  River  Sheaf. 
Considering  that  this  stream  contains  some  fine  trout 
within  two  miles  of  Sheffield,  and  that  it  is  easy  of 
access,  it  is  nothing  short  of  a scandal  and  a disgrace 
that  such  a thing  should  bo  allowed  in  this  age  of  sani- 
tation. In  his  letter  Mr.  Hill  stated  that  fifteen  months 
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ago  he  wrote  to  the  city  medical  officer  of  health,  who 
came,  saw,  but  neglected  to  comiuor,  the  nuisance  re- 
maining as  it  was  before  his  oilicial  inspection.  Mr.  Hill 
hoped  the  Board  would  do  something  in  the  matter.  The 
’’something”  was  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Pollution 
Committee.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  that  body  will  take 
immediate  and  stringent  action,  and  that  the  city  mag- 
nates will  bo  brought  to  brok  for  such  a glaring  viola- 
tion of  the  elementary  principles  of  sanitation  and 
health.  'I’he  River  Porter,  too,  owned  by  Aid.  Gainsford 
has  lately  been  befouled,  and  here  again,  there  is  ample 
scope  for  the  energies  of  the  Board  ; though  not  a pessi 
mist,  I must  candidly  confess  that  I have  very  little 
faith  in  conservancy  boards  and  the  like.  I have  seen 
too  much  of  them  to  like  them.  They  are  not  very 
lovable  creations,  and  at  times  their  actions  are  erratic 
and  unaccountable,  and  oven  approach  the  line  which 
separates  common  sense  from  idiocy,  wisdom  from 
stupid  ignorance,  Lotus  in  Yorkshire  hope  for  better 
things  in  the  future  than  have  been  vouchsafed  us  in 
the  past. 

The  welcome  sound  of  the  plash  and  patter  of  the 
raindrops  fall  upon  my  ear  as  I write.  We  are  in  sore 
need  of  rain  in  Sheffield.  The  dams  are  lower  than  they 
have  been  for  many  years  past.  Not  only  had  we  a 
summer  of  unexampled  drought,  hut  the  customary 
autumnal  showers  failed  us.  'Though  not  actually 
threatened  with  a water  famine,  we  are,  nevertheless,  in 
a bad  way.  Prom  Dam  Flask  and  other  trout-containing 
dams  the  corporation  have  to  send  down  the  valley  to 
the  millowners  10,000,000  gallons  of  water  every  twenty- 
four  hours  as  compensation.  This  has  necessarily 
brought  down  the  supply  in  the  reservoirs,  and  the  heavy 
showers  of  the  early  part  of  the  week  will  be  welcomed 
by  anglers  and  corporation  officials  alike. 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  life  of  another  old  year  is  slowly  ebbing  away,  and 
in  this,  the  Christmas  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  it 
is  once  more  our  privilege  and  pleasure  to  greet  Shrop- 
shire anglers  with  the  season’s  compliments,  and  with 
the  cheerful  sentiment,  “ tight  lines  and  heavy  creels.” 
Outward  and  visible  signs  of  the  rapid  approach  of  the 
gay  and  festive  season,  with  its  attendant  pains  and 
pleasures,  are  not  abundantly  en  evidence,  at  least  so 
far  as  the  weather  itself  is  concerned,  and  unless  there 
be  a change  to  the  more  seasonable  elements  of  frost 
and  snow,  there  is  a likelihood  of  the  holiday  angler 
having  to  depend  more  for  personal  comfort  upon  the 
everyday  umbrella  rather  than  upon  the  furs  and  wraps 
which  should  at  Christmas  time  be  brought  into  requi- 
sition. 

The  prevailing  unseasonable,  damp,  cheerless,  and 
unhealthy,  weather  which  we  hg,ve  lately  experienced 
are  not  conditions  under  which  winter  anglers  will  seek 
sport ; but  the  more  enthusiastic  pike  fisher  who  goes 
angling  during  the  holiday  season  will  not  go  unre- 
warded, and  we  recommend  him  before  doing  so  to 
carefully  peruse  the  practical  hints  given  by  Mr.  Alfred 
Jardine  in  our  correspondence  columns  last  week.  This 
prince  of  pike  fishers  concludes  his  letter  with  a query 
as  to  the  best  pike  fishing  stations  on  the  Severn  ; and 
for  his  information,  as  well  as  for  that  of  intending 
visitors,  we  can  with  confidence  recommend  the  sport  to 
he  found  in  this  direction  throughout  the  county  of 
Salop.  Increasing  complaints  have  been  made  during 
this  year  by  trout  fishers  of  the  increase,  both  in  size 
and  numbers,  of  these  fish  throughout  Salop  and 
Montgomeryshire,  and  even  now  the  chairman  of 
the  Severn  Conservators,  Mr.  J.  Willis-Bond,  has 
under  consideration  the  framing  of  a revised  bye-law 
to  legalise  netting  by  duly  authorised  persons,  when  and 
where  necessary,  in  order  to  thin  their  ranks,  and  so  pro- 
tect the  salmon  and  trout  fry.  The  pike  are  not  confined 
to  any  particular  locality,  for  there  is  scarcely  a reach 
of  river  throughout  Shropshire  which  does  not  contain 
one  of  the  weighty  “ patriarchs  ” which  Mr.  Jardine 
alludes  to.  For  the  benefit  of  visiting  anglers,  we  may 
state  that  some  eight  or  ten  miles  of  water  within  the 
limits  of  the  borough  of  Shrewsbury  may  be  fished  free 
of  charge,  other  than  the  nominal  licence  fee  levied  by 
the  board.  Outside  the  borough  boundaries  the  Shrop- 
shire Association  of  riparian  owners  exacts  a licence  fee 
of  7s.  Gd.  Still,  Shrewsbury  itself  is  a convenient  centre, 
and  good  all-round  coarse  fishing  may  be  obtained  within 
a short  distance  of  the  town.  The  river  at  the  present 
time,  however,  is  out  of  condition. 


FROM  IRELAND. 

KERRY. — The  weather,  for  the  greater  i>art  of  the 
time,  has  been  wild  and  stormy  since  last  notes,  and  all 
the  rivers  are  now  much  flooded  from  the  snow  melting 
on  the  mountains  and  inland  districts.  Poaching  has 
been  revived  on  the  Cummeragh — the  principal  water  in 
the  Waterville  district — during  the  past  week.  It  is 
alleged  that  on  Saturday  night  last,  the  watchers — or 
some  of  them — fired  several  shots  at  poachers  who  were 
“burning”  the  river.  It  has  not  transpired  whether 
any  person  got  injured.  Probably  the  watchers,  if  they 
fired  at  all,  did  so  merely  to  frighten  the  poachers,  and 
only  discharged  the  arm  or  arras  in  the  air. 

From  all  the  principal  spawning  grounds  in  the  county 
I learn  that  the  spawning  season  so  far  has  been  satis- 
factory, but  the  accounts  from  some  waters  are  very 
contradictory  regarding  the  number  of  spawning  fish 
now  up  on  the  redds.  All  accounts  agree,  however,  as 
to  the  large  number  of  sea-trout  on  the  different  spawn- 
ing grounds  at  present.  Many  of  these  latter  have 
already  spawned.  The  brown  trout  spawning  season 
has  been  most  satisfactory,  and  may  now  be  considered 
to  be  practically  at  an  end  on  most  of  the  Kerry  rivers. 
The  sea  angling  has  been  interrupted  on  throe  or  four 
days,  but  is  once  more  in  full  swing  at  many  points. 
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H.  If.  Wii.i.soN. — For  ordinary  bank  fishing  at  Wim- 
bledon Lake  your  20-foot  pole  and  tight  lino  with  j)orcu- 
pine  float  would  certainly  be  worth  a trial.  If,  however, 
you  ai-e  more  used  to  your  12-foot  rod  with  running 
tackle,  casting  in  the  Nottingham  stylo,  with  cork  float, 
give  that  a trial  also,  and  adhere  to  the  use  of  the  one 
you  like  best.  The  best  bait  for  ’’  all  round  ” fishing, 
as  you  describe  it,  would  be  gentles  or  rod  worms. 
Paste  for  carp  ; and,  of  course,  live  bait  for  jack.  Pino 
gut  tackle  certainly.  Never  use  common  tackle.  It 
generally  brings  disappointment.  Buy  the  best  you  can 
afford. 

E.  Beat,. — Will  give  you  all  particulars  in  our  next. 


[ITe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents .] 

’’  One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi- 
ment."— T.  E.  PfllTT. 

A MONSTER  PERCH. 

Sib, — As  my  name  has  been  mentioned  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  in  connection  with  a supposed  fresh-water  perch, 
weighing  10 ',1b.,  in  a way  that  is  calculated  to  dome 
injury  in  my  business,  I ask  you  to  allow  me  to  make  a 
few  remarks.  Mr.  Ghurney  sends  you  an  old  paragraph 
from  some  unknown  source,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  the 
fish  came  into  the  hands  of  an  amateur  taxidermist 
named  Howlett,  of  Newmarket  who,  not  knowing  its 
rarity,  preserved  the  skin  in  a very  rude  fashion. 
Whether  I am  an  amateur  or  not  I leave  anyone  to  judge 
after  he  has  seen  the  specimens  of  my  work  here.  As 
to  not  knowing  the  rarity  of  the  fish  in  question,  yon 
will  see  from  ’'  Giant’s  ” letter  in  your  last  issue  that  I 
knew  all  along  that  it  was  a sea  perch,  and,  as  such,  sold 
it  to  Mr.  Bates.  As  to  my  preserving  the  skin  in  a very 
rude  fashion,  I made  no  attempt  to  preserve  it  at  all.  I 
sold  it  as  it  came  to  me,  in  a dried  state,  with  some  sea- 
weed stuffed  in  the  inside  of  it,  and  Mr.  Bates  had  the 
facts  from  me  when  he  bought  it.  How  the  story  has 
got  about  that  the  fish  was  taken  in  a Norfolk  broad  I 
cannot  say.  The  idea  conveyed  by  Mr.  Ghurney’s  com- 
munication is  that  the  skin  came  to  me  fresh,  and  I 
spoilt  it.  I must  take  strong  exception  to  Mr.  Ghurney’s 
action  in  the  matter,  and  should  have  thought  that  his 
public  experience  would  have  taught  him  to  be  more 
circumspect  than  to  circulate  injurious  statements  on 
such  slender  grounds. — lam,  &c.,  William  Howlett. 

Newmarket.  


THE  BIG  PERCH. 

Sib, — Long  (very  long)  corking.  In  the  account  of 
the  lOIlb.  perch  (so-called)  in  your  last  issue,  I notice  it 
stated  that  the  fish  was  ’’  caught  by  a gentleman’s 
servant  in  Norfolk  while  on  a sea  voyage  up  the 
Mediterranean.” 

I suppose  the  style  of  angling  adopted  on  the  occasion 
was  what  might  be  termed  long  corking  in  the  Notting- 
ham style,  fine  and  fab  off. — I am,  &c., 

Henbv  Tishy. 


ABOUT  THE  DEVERON. 

“ Be.st  pay  him  hack  with  his  own  coin.” — Scotch  Saying. 

Sib, — But  for  the  obviously  studied  attack  made  upon 
me  in  your  columns  last  week  by  that  irresponsible, 
evasive,  and  bunkum  contributor  plus  omniscient 
authority  (!)  on  the  Deveron,  who  personates  a ’’  Water- 
hen  Bloa,”  I should  not  so  soon  again  have  sought  to 
trouble  you  with  anything  more  bearing  upon  the  above 
subject.  Certainly  I should  not,  but  driven  to  it  by  the 
persistent,  provoking  nagging  of  this  self-elected  Pro- 
fessor of  Deveron  trout,  I once  more,  and  in  self-defence, 
take  up  the  controversy,  and  assuredly  I shall  now  see 
it  out  to  the  end. 

For  the  reason  that  nothing  I happen  to  write  about 
the  Deveron  is  allowed  to  escape  his  pounce,  it  is  per- 
fectly evident  to  me,  as  also  it  must  be  to  others,  that 
’’  Waterhen  Bloa  ” has  constituted  himself  the  freeboot- 
ing  critic  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  who  is  weekly  to  hover 
on  the  ocean  of  ’’  Scotch  Notes  ” for  spoil,  and  attack, 
seize,  and  sink  me  in  the  most  summary  and  remorse- 
less fashion  to  the  lowest  depths  in  the  estimation  of 
your  readers,  whenever  his  fancy  wills.  But  to  his 
swooping  attacks  he  is  to  find  that  I am  to  show  resist- 
ance, and  that  resistance  begins  here  and  now.  How- 
ever, as  bearing  upon  this,  I desire  it  to  be  clearly 
understood  that  I have  not  the  least  objection  to  fair 
and  courteous  criticism ; rather  I welcome  it,  but 
uncalled  for  interference,  or  whatever  savours  of  animus 
or  ridicule,  I do,  .and  ever  will,  resent. 

In  his  second  letter  in  your  columns,  this  “ Waterhen 
Bloa,”  with  a dignified  swagger,  personated  (as  most 
of  your  readers  must  have  considered)  a Deveron 
laird  (!)  ; but  when  asked  by  me  to  ’’  disclose  himself,” 
as  I questioned  his  Deveron  proprietorship,  the  result 
was  that  he  judged  it  the  best  policy  to  cover  his  retreat 
by  inglorious  silence.  Anon,  however,  and  seemingly 
to  punish  mo  for  tripping  him  up,  he  rushed  upon  me 
with  the  furious  challenge,  “I  defy  yoit,  Mac,”  hurled 
at  me  the  imputation  of  having  ’’  impugned  the  charac- 
ter ’ of  Deveron  keepers,  denounced  my  argument  as 
’’puerile”  because  it  had  kittled  his  corners,  misre- 
presented and  distorted  all  I had  said  on  purpose  to 
bamboozle  me ; and  finally,  with  rather  a show  of 
currishness,  concluded  his  tirade — his  own  ’’  amenities 
of  controversy  ” — by,  in  effect,  imputing  to  me  a friendly 
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relationship  with  poachers:  “Mac’s  Macduff  friends 
with  nets  small  meshed  or  large.” 

For  this  last  violent  thrust  he  scarcely  deserves  over- 
tender treatment  at  my  hands,  and  if  in  next  week’s 
paper  he  does  not  see  it  his  duty,  in  honour  as  a gentle- 
man, to  make  some  amends,  I may  find  it  necessary  the 
following  week  to  deal  with  the  whole  of  his  assertions 
(which  I here  deny  him  the  right  to  claim  I ever  “ ad- 
mitted were  facts”),  if  only  to  show  your  readers  how 
very  little  in  a wide  sense,  notwithstanding  all  his 
pretence,  he  actually  does  know  about  the  Deveron — 
protection  and  poaching  ; its  bed,  its  banks,  its  fish  and 
its  fishing. 

Meanwhile,  I let  him  know  that  pure  rant  and  evasion, 
of  which  he  seems  so  accomplished  a master,  shall  not, 
if  I can  prevent  it,  be  allowed  to  obscure  the  main  issue, 
the  kernel  of  the  whole  matter  ; and  accordingly,  for  the 
third  time,  I now  put  straight  the  original  question,  the 
question  that  started  him  on  his  crusade  against  me,  and 
which  he  has  not  yet  answered,  and,  I am  convinced, 
never  will  answer : “ Where,  bar  on  the  Don,  is  better 
trout  and  trouting  than  the  Deveron  yields  to  be  had 
in  the  United  Kingdom  so  early  in  the  season  on 
waters  which  are  not  strictly  watched  or  largely  helped 
artificially  ? ’ ’ 

One  word  more.  In  my  “ Scotch  Notes  ” I used 
“ harrowing  ” advisedly  to  make  plain  that  the  Deveron 
s torn  through,  raked  down,  and  the  trout  torn  out  of  it 
in  immense  numbers  by  poachers’  nets.  “ Waterhen 
Bloa  ” chuckles  over  my  benighted  ignoi’ance,  and  it 
evidently  feeds  him  to  get  on  behind  me  with  “ harry- 
ing,” but  as  this  word,  in  my  opinion,  strictly  means 
lobbing  or  despoiling,  it  is  not  so  apposite,  and  ac- 
cordingly its  service  as  a correction  is  valueless. 

But  see,  picture  this  ! For  one  who  chuckles  over 
having  “harried  ” me — who  is  such  an  authority  about 
fishing  and  ail  its  accessories — for  such  a one,  I say,  to 
use  such  expressions  as  “shingly  banks,”  “pebbly 
banks.”  Well,  well ! Banks,  pebbly  banlcs,  shingly 
la-nlis ! Surely,  surely,  he  intended  to  speak  of  the 
pebble  and  shingle,  the  margin  in  low,  and  a part  of  the 
bed  of  the  river  in  high,  water  ? No  wonder  pebbly  and 
shingly  banks  are  “so  absent,”  as  he  says,  on  the 
Deveron ! Are  they  not  absent  everywhere  ? Con- 
glomerate and  pudding  stone  banks  occur  on  our  rivers, 
and  may  be  considered  the  nearest  approach  to  our 
friend’s  bankrt  of  pebble  and  shingle.  Pebbly  banks, 
shingly  hanks Alter  this  I begin  to  doubt  if  he  would 
know  a sod  from  a salmon  ! — I am,  &c.,  Mac. 


“ WATEEHEN  BLOA”  ON  DEVEEON  TEOUT. 

Sir,— In  your  issue  of  Dec.  9,  “Waterhen  Bloa” 
quotes  me,  and  1 thank  him  for  his  courteous  references 
to  me  as  a contributor  to  your  columns.  I can  have  no 
possible  object  either  in  exaggerating  my  baskets  or  in 
minimising  them — and  all  of  us  are  apt  to  take  full 
credit  for  the  weight  of  our  largest  trout — especially 
those  which  we  lose  I 

A gamekeeper  once  said  to  me.  Oh,  sir,  it’s  very  easy 
for  them,  they  only  weigh  their  fish  “by  word  of 
mouth”!  If  I had  caught  larger  trout  I should  have 
been  only  too  glad  to  have  said  so.  That  big  trout  are 
to  be  found  in  the  Deveron  seems  certain,  for  on  the 
Forglen  water  the  keeper  last  year  killed  one  of  71b. 

An  old  friend  of  my  own  who  went  on  my  strong 
recommendation  to  fish  the  Deveron  (taking  some  water 
near  Eothiemay),  killed  one  about  31b.,  and  his  son 
killed  another  about  the  same  size,  and  my  friend  lost 
another  about  the  same  size  close  to  the  la7iding  net — 
and  all  in  a few  weeks’  fishing.  But  I have  never  done 
this  kind  of  thing  on  the  Deveron  lower  down,  and  yet 
I do  not  often  lose  a good  fish — for  my  system  of  “ land- 
ing trout  in  mid-stream  ” works  so  unerringly  that  I 
can  net  a two-pounder  with  confidence,  and  in  half  the 
time  usually  spent  in  wading  ashore  with  each  fish.  What 
is  stranger,  I never  saw  these  monsters,  and  never 
hooked  them  that  I know  of.  Had  they  been  very 
plentiful  I think  I would  have  dropped  in  for  my  share 
of  them — but  this  leads  me  to  agree  with  “Mac”  as 
against  “ Waterhen  Bloa.”  I am  quite  %>ositive  that 
the  Deveron  is  badly  poached  by  netting.  One  year, 
just  before  my  arrival,  a party  had  just  conveyed  to 
Aberdeen  a miscellaneous  bag  of,  I think,  two  hundred- 
weight and  a half,  and  the  hue  and  cry  got  up  too  late  ! 
It  always  is  too  late.  When  I fished  some  of  my  very 
best  streams  of  the  year  before,  where  I could  fill  a 
basket  readily,  I found  them  nearly  empty  I N.B. — They 
always  were  places  easily  harried  by  the  net. 

“Waterhen  Bloa”  will  forgive  my  saying  that  being 
challenged  by  a keeper  by  day  is  no  proof  that  the 
river  is  watched  by  night.  Per  contra,  rather. 

The  poacher  does  his  work  in  the  dark,  and  unless 
relays  of  men  were  set  to  watch  a river  like  the  Deveron, 
hundredweights  of  trout  can  be,  and  are,  taken  out  in  a 
night.  The  very  fact  that  the  fishing  is  preserved 
makes  men  combine  to  “ harry  the  water.”  Scouts  are 
often  placed  above  and  below  the  netsmen,  who  work 
fearlessly — and  if  pounced  upon,  generally  are  to  be 
found  with  a rod  and  a basket  containing  a few  trout, 
the  net  and  bulk  of  the  fish  being  safely  “ stowed.” 

It  was  after  the  full  conviction  I had  of  these  nefarious 
practices  that  I wrote  to  the  Aberdeen  papers,  advp- 
cating  restrictions  being  placed  on  the  purchase  and 
sale  of  ti’out — the  purchaser  to  obtain  positive  proof 
that  they  were  legally  come  by — or  be  liable  to  an  action. 

I can  only  say  that,  alas,  trout  murder  is  even 
commoner  all  through  the  south  of  Scotland,  and  must 
end  in  the  utter  destruction  of  all  river  fishing  worth 
having.  Nor  does  “ free  fishing  ” offer  any  remedy — 
for  it  is  in  the  “ free  waters  ” that  the  poaching  black- 
guard can  go  unchallenged  day  and  night,  where,  no 
keeper  being  set  to  watch,  ho  can  do  as  he  chooses.  I 
have  heard  of  men  netting  trout  in  broad  daylight,  but 


this  is  indeed  coming  it  strong.  But  what  of  this  salmon 
poaching  at  Berwick-on-Tweed  in  broad  daylight  P Till 
men  get  to  understand  the  Radical  sentiment  which 
prevails  so  largely  throughout  Scotland  (especially 
amongst  those  who  don’t  own  even  a kailyard  with  a 
ditch  in  it),  namely,  that  the  water  belongs  to  no  man, 
and  that  the  fish  belong  consequently  to  all  men  alike, 
people  will  iiever  realise  how  deep  seated  is  the  feeling 
that  free  fishing  is  the  birthright  of  the  Scottish  people  ! 
— the  law  of  trespass  going  for  nothing,  as  well  as  the 
rights  of  property.  Yes,  “ Mac,”  I agree  with  you  there, 
for  we  are  loth  of  us  Scotch,  and  we  know.  “ Waterhen 
Bloa  ” further  on  says  : “ I do  not  quite  follow  Mr. 
Tod  when  he  speaks  of  the  trout  feeding  on  the  shell- 
fish which  abound  in  the  Lower  Deveron.  Will  Mr. 
Tod  kindly  give  a reference  to  the  articles  by  him  on 
this  subject  which  he  mentions  P ” With  great  pleasure, 
“Waterhen  Bloa.”  Read  “Some  New  Angling  Expe- 
riences,” by  E.  M.  Tod,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Sept.  28, 
1889.  May  I ask  you  also  to  read  my  paper,  “ Angler 
or  Poacher — which  is  it  to  be  P”  of  Aug.  8, 1891,  and  also 
“ Angling  v.  Poaching,”  July  2,  1892  P You  will  see 
my  views  as  to  poaching  for  trout,  and  I may  add  that 
I did  not  forget  that  the  Don  and  the  Deveron  were  in 
existence  when  I wrote  these  articles  I 

It  shows  what  magnificent  rivers  both  are,  to  stand 
much  fair  fishing  by  day  and  some  foul  netting  by 
night,  and  yet  show  such  a stock  ! The  poor  trout! 
Every  man’s  hand  seems  against  them  in  the  north, 
and  I think  of  the  quaint  prayer  of  the  Scotch  clergyman, 
“ Ma  friends  ! let  us  pray  for  the  puir  Deevil  I ” and 
these  poor  devils  of  trout  surely  deserve  to  be  allowed 
some  peace.  “Waterhen  Bloa  ” asks  me  for  more  infor- 
mation concerning  my  experience  with  the  Double 
Midge  fly. 

If  I can  find  time  and  inclination,  and  our  Editor  is 
agreeable,  perhaps  during  these  winter  months  I will 
write  a paper  on  “The  Double  Midge  Fly— when  and 
how  to  use  it.”  I can  refer  to  my  angling  papers  and 
to  my  “ Diary  ” — and  I think  it  will  prove  interesting 
— but,  oh,  is  it  fair — on  the  trout  ? I feel  more  inclined 
to  pity  the  fish  than  to  sympathise  with  the  fisherman. 
Why  ! Good  heavens  ! Think  of  our  having  to  think  of 
every  article  of  food  lest  it  contained  poison  ! and  yet  a 
trout,  a well-educated  trout  chiefly,  must  be  always 
unhappy  at  dinner  time  ! I can  not  quite  recall  Shake- 
speare’s words  when  comparing  the  peasant’s  life  to  that 
of  the  king  (and  the  trout  is,  indeed,  a king  amongst 
fishes),  hut  they  are  something  like  this  : “ His  viands 
in  a golden  dish,  his  wines  in  a jewelled  cup,  when  care, 
mistrust,  and  treason  wait  upon  him,”  and  who  mis- 
trusts his  “ feed  ” like  poor  King  Trout? — I am,  &c., 
E.  M.  Tod. 


SPORT  ON  THE  THAMES. 

Sir, — I notice  in  your  issue  of  last  week,  under  the 
above  not  too  appropriate  headinsr,  a letter  in  which  one 
signing  himself  “ Half  Satisfied  ” states  that  he  has  no 
objection  to  make  me  a Thames  Conservator  if  I include 
in  my  programme  of  reforms  the  abatement  of  the  steam 
launch  nuisance  and  the  abolition  or  forcing  into  retire- 
ment during  the  spawning  season  of  swans  ; further, 
that  if  I can  give  some  guarantee,  if  elected,  to  assist 
the  working-man  angler  to  enjoy  an  occasional  day  on 
the  dear  old  river,  my  chances  of  success  will  be 
infinitely  greater  of  adding  to  my  name  Thames 
Conservator.  I cannot  help  supposing  that  “ Half 
Satisfied  ” must  have  been  spending  the  last  year  or  two 
in  the  wilds  of  South  Africa  or  some  other  unpleasant 
place  where  the  Pishing  Gazette  and  Field  do  not 
circulate.  I think,  sir,  yon  could  have  told  him  in  an 
editorial  note  that  no  one  has  worked  harder  than  my- 
self to  bring  about  those  very  reforms  which  he  refers 
to,  but  I am  afraid  that  however  many  guarantees  I 
give,  there  will  be  little  chance  of  my  adding  to  my 
name  Thames  Conservator,  for  the  election  was  over 
before  “ Half  Satisfied’s  ” letter  appeared.  Still,  if 
“ Half  Satisfied  ” can,  as  he  seems  to  be  able  to,  make 
me  a Conservator,  I will  accept  the  office  and  continue 
to  work,  as  I have  during  a good  many  years  been  work- 
ing, for  the  improvement  of  the  Thames  fisheries,  and  to 
maintain  the  rights  of  the  public,  whether  anglers, 
boating  men,  or  others. 

If  “Half  Satisfied”  is  a man  of  light  and  leading 
among  the  London  anglers,  and  not  an  immigrant  from 
Lo  Ben’s  country,  I would  urge  him  to  induce  those 
same  London  anglers  to  set  out  their  wants  and  needs  in 
a petition  to  the  Thames  Conservators,  who  have  given 
notice  of  a Bill  which,  if  the  terms  of  the  notice  are 
adhered  to,  would  embrace  practically  all  the  reforms 
which  I have  so  long,  and  not  entirely  without  success, 
advocated.  One  of  them  is  to  obtain  powers  to  purchase 
those  of  the  Thames  fisheries  which  are  private.  By 
presenting  such  a petition  the  London  anglers  would 
strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Conservators ; and  I would 
further  advise  that  similar  memorials  should  be  sent  to 
the  London  County  Council  (now  represented  on  the 
Board  by  three  members)  and  to  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  The  county  councils  of  Middlesex, 
Essex,  Kent,  and  Surrey  are  also  represented,  so  these, 
too,  might  with  advantage  be  memorialised. 

I trust  these  few  remarks  will  wholly  satisfy  “ Half 
Satisfied.” — I am,  &c.,  C.  H.  Cook. 


AFTER  BIG  PIKE,  &c. 

Dear  Mb.  Marston, — Three  months  to  a day,  come 
next  Tuesday,  have  I been  wandering  through  city  and 
village,  forest  and  stream,  mountain  and  valley  in 
Scandinavia,  far  from  my  own  hearth,  yet  never  leaving 
it  (a  paradox  you  will  understand) ; often  for  a long 
period  without  a glimpse  of  our  English  papers,  and  only 
too  seldom  a look  over  those  I love  best,  foremost  | 
among  which  is  the  Fishing  Gazette. 


It  is  not  of  Scandinavia  I would  now  write,  but  of 
Ireland,  for  in  the  numbers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  which 
have  come  to  my  hand  I learn  that  some  of  your 
readers  are  making  inquiries  about  winter  pike  fishing 
there  (I  regret  that  I have  not  their  letters  for  reference). 
At  one  time  I had  no  intention  of  noticing  the  matter, 
but  I feel  that,  as  a brother  angler,  my  small  experience 
last  winter  might  be  of  some  service. 

Last  January  I was  fired  with  the  same  laudable  am- 
bition, to  get  on  level  terms  with  some  of  the  monsters 
that  we  know  inhabit  the  Irish  lakes,  and  in  fancy 
imagined  Jardine  outdone,  and  'Wheeldon  jealous;  but 
must  in  honesty  admit,  though  it  turn  the  laugh  against 
me,  miserable  failure. 

It  would  take  too  large  a space  in  your  “ Corre-  ' 
spondence”  for  me  to  write  a lengthy  history  of  my 
adventures,  though  they  would  be  instructive,  but  I 
will  briefly  summarise  what  I consider  to  be  the  cause  of 
my  non-success. 

First,  the  large  area  of  the  lakes  renders  it  impossible 
for  a visitor,  except  after  a long  exploration,  to  find 
where  the  pike  congregate  in  the  winter,  and,  as  far  as 
I could  learn,  none  of  the  local  fishermen  are  able  to 
pilot  a customer  to  their  haunts,  for  the  very  simple 
reason  that  as  no  one  ever  appears  to  pursue  the  sport 
there,  the  men  have  no  interest  in  studying  the  habits 
of  the  fish,  and  finding  where  they  lie. 

Second,  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  live  baits,  which 
are,  I feel  sure,  a sine  qua  non.  The  salmon  parr,  the 
local  “ sprats,”  which  are  used  in  the  summer,  are  not  to 
be  had,  and  I can  only  suggest  to  your  inquirers  to  obtain, 
if  possible,  some  perch,  and  use  them  as  live  bait,  after 
cutting  off  the  dorsal  spine.  I have  taken  many  good  pike 
in  this  manner  myself. 

The  result  of  “ no  live  bait  ” is  that  one  is  reduced  to 
spinning,  and  though  many  respectable  fish  may  be  taken 
in  this  manner,  I quite  agree  with  friend  Wheeldon 
{vide  his  recent  article  in  the  Sportsman,  re  paternoster- 
ing)  that  your  aldermanic  pike  requires  a dainty  dace 
placed  temptingly  before  his  nose. 

Do  not  let  me  discourage  my  brother  enthusiasts, 
rather  encourage  them  ; for  I firmly  believe  that,  given  a 
pike  fisher  of  intelligence  who  can  .spare  the  time  to  first 
find  out  the  “ holes  ” where  the  fish  lie,  and  can  then 
offer  them  a series  of  Thames  dace  (how  are  they  to  be 
got  there  ?)  on  a paternoster,  will  soon  be  able  to  send 
you  a “true”  report  of  such  success  as  to  make  your 
readers  green  with  envy. 

For  health’s  sake  let  them  take — don’t  laugh — yacht- 
ing oilys  ; they  will  appreciate  the  wisdom  of  my  advice 
when  they  get  there. 

A Christmas  puzzle  for  your  salmon  anglers,  Mr. 
Marston  ; Why  is  it  that  in  Scandinavian  rivers  which 
flow  eastward  to  the  sea,  no  salmon  ever  takes  a fly  ? 

Sixty-two  salmon  (largest  211b.)  to  two  rods  in  two 
days — pretty  fair  sport,  Mr.  M.  ? Don’t  scrutinise  the 
map  of  Norway — not  there  ! not  there  !— but  the  two 
anglers  in  question  are  very  pleased  that  they  met  “ in 
Scandinavia.” — I am,  &c..  The  Baron. 

Grand  Hotel,  Christiania,  Dec.  9,  1893. 


PIKE  ON  THE  SEVERN. 

Sib, — My  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Jardine  for 
his  prompt  and  kindly  reply  to  my  letter  in  your  previous 
issue. 

I must  also  thank  him  for  his  opinion  of  me  as  a 
sportsman,  and  hasten  to  assure  him  that  I never  use 
either  live  or  dead  gorges ; my  preference  lies  in  the 
direction  of  live-hait  snap  tackle,  in  using  which  I have 
evidently  erred  in  not  fishing  at  a sufficient  depth.  As 
regards  the  paternoster,  I can  but  admit  that  I am  prac- 
tically ignorant  of  it,  but  on  Mr.  Jardine’s  recommenda- 
tion shall  certainly  give  it  a trial.  In  reply  to  his 
question  as  to  the  best  pike  water  on  the  Severn,  I think 
it  would  be  hard  to  beat  the  stretch  from  Worcester 
Waterworks  to  the  mouth  of  the  Salwarpe  (about  two 
and  a half  miles),  and  I may  say  I know  the  Severn 
pretty  well  from  Tewkesbury  to  Shrewsbury.  Should 
Mr.  Jardine  come  to  Worcester,  I would  be  pleased  to 
show  him  what  I know  of  the  water  should  business 
allow  of  my  absence.  In  reply  to  your  correspondent 
“ J.  E.,”  re  coracles,  if  he  will  write  to  Mr.  Shaw, 
naturalist,  Shrewsbury,  I think  he  would  get  what  he 
requires,  but  do  not  know  the  cost.  Apologising  for 
trespassing  on  your  space, — I am,  &c., 

H.  F.  Cooper. 


LARGE  PIKE. 

Sir, — Having  seen  in  last  week’s  Fishing  Gazette  that 
a 171b.  pike  was  taken  at  Cook’s  Ferry  last  week,  I feel 
very  anxious  to  know  how  it  was  caught  and  who  by. 
Was  it  taken  angling,  or  by  the  barge  men  or  dredgers, 
or  how  P It  is  my  belief  that  there  are  many  good  pike 
in  the  Navigation  water  of  the  Lea,  and  it  grieves  me 
each  time  I fish  it  to  see  so  many  fishing  with  two  rods, 
and  the  volley  of  abuse  that  I have  received  more  than 
once  when  I returned  fish  barely  18  inches,  shows  to  me 
that  many  others  would  not  return  them  to  the  water. 
This,  no  doubt,  very  much  deteriorates  the  fishing  in  all 
public  waters  ; in  fact,  fishing  ought  to  be  paid  for 
better,  then  the  water  could  be  better  stocked  and 
better  looked  after.  I have  often  fished  a day  without 
being  asked  for  my  ticket;  this  shows  the  scarcity  of 
river  keepers  and  bailiffs.  Trusting  you  may  find  room 
for  these  remarks  in  your  valuable  paper. — I am,  &c., 
PiSCATOR. 


FIVE  PIKE  OVER  20lb.  EACH. 

Sib, — We  trust  you  had  good  sport  when  fishing  with 
the  “ Bar  ” spoon.  We  have  had  many  good  reports 
respecting  its  killing  powers  lately,  and  also  the  smaller 
sizes  are  very  deadly  for  perch. 

The  week  before  Christmas  we  are  showing  in  our 
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window  livo  piko,  the  woig’lit  of  tlio  lot  boing’  lOl.^lb.,  tho 
avorafjo  weight  of  each  tiah  being  201b.  5oz. 

Wo  trust  about  that  time  to  forward  you  a few  special 
things.  . 

Wo  may  say  at  tho  same  time  tho  business  has  been 
thoroughly  remodelled,  and  we  are  now  in  a position  to 
su]>ply  all  goods  on  tho  shortest  notice. —Wo  are,  &c., 

(>;S,  Haymarket.  Cr*  Iattee  anij  Co. 

[The  “Bar”  spoon  is  one  of  the  best  wc  have  ever 
seen.  Another  first-class  pike  bait  is  the  “ Wagtail, 
made  by  Messrs.  Carter  and  Peek— by  an  ingenious 
arrangement  you  can  add  lead  to  it  or  take  it  off  easily. 
— Ku.)  

BAKBEL  FRY. 

— Will  any  of  your  numerous  readers  kindly 
inform  me  if  they  have  ever  seen : (1)  a shoal  of 
barbel  fry  or  young  barbel?  Oh,  yes!  (2)  Where? 
(3)  What  size;  were  they  up  to  two  or  three  inches? 
(t)  About  how  many  were  there  in  the  shoal?  (5) 
What  were  they  doing?  (0)  Were  they  accompanied 
by  any  other  fish  ? If  even  one  of  your  I’eaders  has 
caught  a barbel  two  or  three  inches  in  length  (say 
two  inches),  will  he  kindly  say  with  what  bait,  Ac.  ? 
Has  any  Thames  professional  fisherman  ever  caught 
young  barbel  in  a cast  net,  and  if  so  I should  like  to 
know  about  how  many  per  cast  ? — I am  Ac., 

Old  Hand. 

\In  co}ise(jne)ice  of  the  ^^ressure  otb  oitr  space  sever<tl 
I'aluable  avticles  and  letters  from  corves po')idents  are 
held  over  till  'nevt  week.^ 


CHRISTMAS  HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  announce  that 
a special  booking  office  will  be  opened  at  the  Liverpool- 
street  Station  from  the  18th  to  the  23rd  December  for 
the  issue  of  tickets  for  use  from  Liverpool-street  station 
on  any  day  up  to  and  including  Dec.  25,  also  that  tickets 
may  be  obtained  at  the  company’s  West  End  offices  at 
61,  Eegent-street.  215,  Edgware-road,  and  51,  New 
Oxford-street,  and  at  their  other  City  and  West  End 
booking  offices.  On  Saturday,  Dec.  23,  additional  trains 
will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street  to  relieve  the  principal 
main  line  trains.  A special  train  will  also 
Liverpool-street  at  8.3  p.m.  for  Ipswich,  Lowestott, 
Yarmouth,  Norwich,  &c.,  and  for  the  accommodation 
of  persons  detained  at  business  until  late  on  Saturday 
special  midnight  trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street 
at  11.55  p.m.  for  Cambridge,  Ely,  Fakenham, 
Norwich,  &c.,and  at  12.25  a.m.  for  Colchester,  Ipswich, 
Bury  St.  Edmunds,  Norwich,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  &c. 
On  Sunday,  Dec.  24,  a special  train  will  leave  Liverpool- 
street  at  9 a.m.  for  Ipswich,  Norwich,  Yarmouth,  Lowes- 
toft, &c.,  and  the  8.2  a.m.  train  from  Liverpool-street  will 
be  extended  to  St.  Ives,  Peterborough,  Lynn,  Hunstanton, 
Dereham,  Brandon,  Norwich,  &c.  On  Christmas  Day, 
special  trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at  5.10  a.m. 
for  Colchester,  Ipswich,  &c.,  and  at  9.0  for  Sudbury, 
Ipswich,  Lowestoft,  Yarmouth,  &c. 

Special  trains  will  be  run  for  the  conveyance  of 
Christmas  parcels,  and  in  order  to  secure  expeditious 
transit,  senders  are  desired  by  the  company  to  fasten  the 
address  to  each  package  securely,  and,  as  an  additional 
security  against  loss,  are  recommended  to  put  inside 
each  package  another  address  of  the  consignee. 


SUSSEX  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

Between  forty  and  fifty  members  and  friends  of  this 
flourishing  society  met  on  Saturday  last  at  Messrs. 
Booth  and  Sons’  restaurant  for  their  first  supper  and 
musical  evening.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  E-  D. 
Pirnini  (chairman  of  the  committee),  who  kept  the  ball 
going  merrily  from  start  to  finish.  Dr.  Snell  and  Mr. 
W.  F.  Booth  occupied  the  vice-chairs.  After  the  supper 
had  been  done  justice  to,  Messrs.  Chapman,  Reason, 
W.  Booth,  Hind-Crouch,  Jenner,  C.  T.  West,  V . Lindars, 
and  the  chairman  gave  either  songs,  instrument^  solos, 
dialogues,  or  witty  speeches,  and  all  too  soon  the  hour 
for  departure  arrived.  This  meeting  proving  so 
successful,  others  of  a similar  character  are  promised 
during  the  winter  months. 


THE  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

The  weekly  meeting  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  held 
at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  Wednesday  evening, 
proved  of  exceptional  interest,  and  if  the  weather  was 
bad  and  attendance  not  so  large  as  on  some  occasmns,  a 
most  enjoyable  evening  was  passed.  The  chair  was 
taken  by  Mr.  T.  Crumpleii  (“  Old  Izaak”),  and  among 
the  members  signing  the  roll  were  Dr.  Brunton,  Mess^. 
W B.  Adlington,  Horace  Brown,  E.  Bennett,  I . O. 
Bridgman,  M.  de  Courcy,  H.  Harden,  Henry  Gray 
(librarian),  E.  Foreman,  sen.,  W.  T.  Galloway  (hon.  sec.), 
J W.  S.  Morrison,  and  C.  A.  Roberts.  The  visitors 
included  Messrs.  A.  and  E.  Atkinson,  Alfred  Want,  and 
P.  R.  Wilson.  Mr.  H.  Harden  gave  an  amusing  account 
of  recent  adventures  on  an  angling  expedition,  and  was 
well  follov/ed  by  Mr.  C.  A.  Roberts  and  Horace  Brown. 
A magnificent  trout,  scaling  121b.  fi^oz.,  taken  by 
Mr  Izard,  of  Wellington,  New  Zealand,  graced  the 
society’s  tray,  and  had  heen  sent  over  specially  to 
be  shown  to  the  members,  as  a sample  of  the  now 

to  be  had  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe.  The  Chairman 
explained  that  he  had  intended  reading  a short  paper 
relative  to  this  fish,  but  other  work  prevented  him 
devoting  time  to  the  subject,  and  he  had  to  ask  the 
society  to  accept  his  verbal  statement.  He  regarded  it 
as  a most  interesting  exhibit,  for,  so  far  as  he  knew,  it 
was  the  first  trout  from  New  Zealand  shown  to  an 
English  angling  club,  and  none  could  better  claim  to 


have  it  before  them  than  the  Piscatorial  Society.  He 
believed  it  was  taken  fly  fishing.  He  had  some  friends 
of  Mr.  Izard  in  the  room,  and  Mr.  E.  Atkinson  and  him- 
self had  boon  at  some  pains  to  bring  the  fi.sh  up  in  the 
good  condition  it  was.  It  came  over  in  tho  Tonijarino, 
and,  after  a journey  of  over  10,000  miles,  occupying 
forty-four  days,  looked  like  a fish  but  recently  taken. 
They  had  brought  it  from  the  Albert  Docks  that 
afternoon,  and  the  New  Zealand  Shipping  Compan3'  had 
kindly  retained  it  on  board  in  the  ice  chamber  for  them, 
being  anxious  to  afford  every  iiossible  facility  for  its 
being  properly  kept. 

Careful  inquiry  had  been  made  of  the  officers  on  board, 
as  well  as  in  other  quarters,  and  it  was  stated  that  no 
fish  are  ordinarily  sent  over  ; only  an  occasional  instance, 
by  way  of  a present,  occurs.  There  appears,  however,  a 
possibility  of  a profitable  imiiortof  these  fish,  which  are 
thriving  well  in  New  Zealand,  and  have  become  very 
numerous.  Thirty  years  since  there  were  no  trout  at  all 
in  that  part  of  tho  world,  and  the  first  box  of  eggs  was 
skipped  by  the  late  Frank  Buckland  on  board  the 
Norfolk  iiT  January,  180-I,  and  he  caujjht  the  parent  fish 
himself,  as  he  says,  “ in  a branch  of  the  Itchen,  which 
runs  through  the  garden  of  Admiral  Keppel,  at  Bishop- 
stoke,  near  Winchester.”  Francis  Francis,  Mr.  C.  C, 
Capel,  Mr.  Youl,  and  others  have  all  helped  the  good 
work,  and  as  a result  there  is  now  an  abundant  supply 
of  trout  in  New  Zealand  streams. 

Mr.  E.  Foreman,  sen.,  said  he  considered  the  occasion 
so  exceptional  that  the  society  ought  to  have  the  fish  set 
up  and  kept  in  their  museum,  which,  with  the  approval 
of  Mr.  Atkinson  and  the  chairman,  was  unanimously 
agreed  to,  and  the  thanks  of  the  society  were  also 
tendered  to  Mr.  Izard  for  this  welcome  gift. — Mr.  Alfred 
Want  gave  an  interesting  account  of  fishing  in  Ceylon 
and  the  Suez  Canal,  and  several  important  points  were 
elicited  in  the  discussion  which  followed.— After  the 
time-honoured  toast  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  had  been 
done  justice  to,  the  chairman  and  tho  visitors  were 
equally  honoured. — Mr.  Crumplen,  in  response,  said  he 
was  pleased  to  announce  that  several  papers  of  value  had 
been  kindly  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  society , and  Mr. 
Izard  had  promised  him  one,  which  would  be  read  later 
on,  the  subject  being  “Fishing  in  New  Zealand. 
Another  friend  had  kindly  promised  one  as  to  fashing  at 
the  Cape,  and  through  the  kindness  of  Sir  Charles  Mills, 
the  Crown  agent,  it  was  hoped  to  make  the  papers  ot 
service  to  the  community  in  general  as  well  as  to  the 
Piscatorial  Society,  who  have  numbered  many  ot  the 
most  eminent  pisciculturists  among  their  meinbera.  ^he 
society  holds  a grand  smoking  concert  at  the  Holbom 
Restaurant  on  Wednesday  next,  over  which  Mr.  R.  b. 
Fennings  presides,  and  a splendid  programme  has  been 
already  arranged.  There  is  no  doubt  of  a full  room  on 
the  occasion. 


IZAAK  WALTON. 

On  Tuesday  Dec.  12,  Mr.  Fredk.  Timbrell  read  a 
paper  in  the  schoolroom  of  St.  Dunstan-in-the-West,  on 
“ The  Life  and  Times  of  Izaak  Walton.” 

He  remarked  on  the  scanty  amount  ot  material 
available,  but  thought  that  if  the  life  were  placed  in 
the  setting  of  the  times  in  which  it  was  passed,  an 
interesting  story  might  be  constructed. 

Having  regard  to  the  fact  that  they  were  parishioners 
of  Walton’s  parish,  he  gave,  as  likely  most  to  interest 
them,  a detailed  account  of  his  life  as  recorded  by  the 
minute  books  and  registers  of  St.  Duiistan’s. 

Commencing  with  Walton’s  apprenticeship  to  Thomas 
Grinsell,  another  parishioner  of  theirs,  he  traced  the 
rise  and  course  of  his  friendship  with  Dr.  Donne,  vicar 
of  St.  Dunstan.  The  Roll  of  Honour  of  the  parish 
recorded  his  appointment  to  the  offices  of  ‘ Inquestman, 

“ Constable  of  Temple  Bar  Precinct,”  and  Scavenger; 
his  name  appeared  upon  the  petty  and  grand  jury  lists. 
Those  records  of  laughter  and  tears,  the  registers  ot 
baptism  and  burial,  contained  ten  entries  in  his  mme, 
coWencing  with  the  baptism  of  his  “ sonne  John  in 
1629,  and  ending  in  1640  with  the  burial  of  his  wite 

The  lecturer  mentioned  the  interesting  fact  to  them, 
that  Elias  Ashmole,  who  has  recorded  the  preservation  ot 
Charles  the  Second’s  “ lesser  George,  by  Walton  a 
instrumentality  after  the  fight  at  Worcester,  was  a 
parishioner  of  St.  Dunstan  also.  i r ai 

Speaking  of  Walton’s  publisher,  Richd.  Marriot,ot  St. 
Dunstan’s  Church-yard,  he  contrasted  the  happy 
relations  subsisting  between  them,  as  evidenced  by  an 
extract  from  Walton’s  will,  wherein  he  styles  him 
“ my  old  friend,”  a contrast  to  the  relations  between 
writer  and  publisher  of  two  hundred  yea^s  lat«. 

Identifying  the  appearance  of  “ Mr.’  Prays-Barebonea 
name  on  the  parish  books  as  having  assisted  Walton  to 
the  opinion  that  it  was  “ dangerous  for  honest  men  to  be 
in  London,”  the  lecturer  then  followed  him  to  the  banks 
of  “Shawford  Brook,”  filling  up  the  interval  between 
that  date  and  his  , , 

“ . . . quiet  passage  to  a welcome  p'ave. 

with  an  account  of  his  “ Compleat  Angler. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

On  Tuesday  evening  last  a concert  was  given,  undm' 
the  direction  of  Mr.  B.  A.  Parker,  professor  ot  the 
mandolin,  guitar,  fairy  bells,  and  piano,  the  son  of  the 
chairman  for  the  evening  (Mr.  A.  W.  ParkM).  Mr. 
Fred  Salmon  led  otf  with  a pianoforte  solo.  This  was 
followed  by  a song  by  Mr,  J.  Powell  W^est.  Amongst 
the  most  effective  items  of  the  programme  was  a trio 
for  mandolin,  violin,  and  piano,  given  by  Mr.  Boniatnm 
A.  Parker’s  At  Home  Party.  Mr.  Salmon  next  gave 
the  humorous  song  “By  Desire.”  Mr.  A.  Guthrie 


Liddiard  followed  with  “ Tho  Trial  Scone”  from  “Tho 
Merchant  of  Venice,”  and  succeeded  in  riveting  the 
breathless  attention  of  his  audience  tiy  his  dramatic 
recital.  Mr.  Albert  Valatine  Watson,  a pupil  of  tho  Guild- 
hall School  of  Music,  who  may  fairly  claim  to  bo  a born 
musician,  he  having  made  his  first  appearance  in  public 
before  he  was  five  years  of  age.  gave  a solo  on  the  violin 
(“II  Trovatorc  ”),  which  was  much  appreciated.  Mr. 
Charles  E.  Lawson  gave  one  of  his  well-known  songs, 
entitled  “ Loving  Smiles  of  Sister  Kind,”  followed  by  a 
Fairy  Bell  solo  by  Mr.  B.  A.  Parker.  Mr.  Evans’ 
song,  “ In  Old  Madrid,”  was  greatly  apppeiated,  as  was 
Mr.  Salmon’s  humorous  song,  “ Ladies  in  Parliament.” 
Our  At  Home  Party  gave  a second  trio.  Mr.  Liddiard 
invoked  much  amusement  by  his  recitation,  “ Look  at 
the  Clock.”  Mr.  J.  Powell  West’s  song,  “The  Yeo- 
man’s Wedding,”  was  well  received.  So  also  was  Dr. 
Brunton’s  “Annie  Laurie,”  sung  in  true  Scotch  style. 
Mr.  Evans’  song,  “ An  Old  Garden,”  was  very  nicely 
rendered,  after  which  Mr.  Liddiard  gave  “ The  Yarn  of 
the  Nancy  Bell."  Dr.  Brunton  and  Messrs.  Wright 
and  Goodwin  also  contributed  much  to  the  success  of 
the  evening  with  songs,  the  latter  giving  “ An 
Irish  Spree.”  Mr.  Parker  having  given  a second 
solo  on  his  Fairy  Bells,  Dr.  Brunton  brought  the  con- 
cert to  a close  by  singing  “ Auld  Lang  Syne,”  Mr.  Wat- 
son })laying  a violin  obbligato  thereto.  The  toast  of  the 
“Gresham”  having  been  given  by  tho  chairman,  and 
enthusiastically  responded  to,  Mr.  Cornelian  proposed  a 
very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  B.  A.  Parker  and  the 
gentlemen  who  had  assisted  him,  for  tho  very  excellent 
entertainment  they  had  provided.  Mr.  Saunders,  in 
seconding  the  motion,  said  he  had  spent  a very  pleasant 
evening,  and  trusted  the  society  would  give  another 
similar  concert  early  in  the  new  year.  The  motion  was 
carried  unanimously.  Mr.  B.  A.  Parker  having 
responded,  the  usual  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  brought 
the  meeting  to  a close  at  a late  hour. 


TADCASTER  ANGLING  AND  PRESERVATION 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  seventh  annual  dinner  in  connection  with  this 
association  took  place  on  Thursday  evening  Dec.  7,  at 
tho  Britannia  Inn.  About  sixty  members  and  friends 
sad  down  to  a sumptuous  repast,  provided  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dyson.  Mr.  William  Smith,  the  president  of  the 
association,  occupied  the  chair,  the  vice-chair  being  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Henry  Fairbourn,  supported  by  several 
leading  members  of  the  club,  and  representatives  from 
kindred  societies,  as  follows  ; Mr.  Thomas  Blake,  Wake- 
field Tradesmen’s  Angling  Club;  Messrs.  Davis  and 
Milestone,  Leeds  Royal  Exchange  Angling  Club; 
Messrs.  Holgate  and  Swaine,  Saltaire  Angling 
Association. 

After  the  cloth  had  been  removed,  the  ohairma,n  pro- 
posed “The  Queen,”  which  was  responded  to  in  the 
usual  manner.  Mr.  John  Morrison  gave  “ The  Angling 
Association,”  remarking  on  its  progress  and  prospects  at 
some  length,  to  which  Mr.  Gilmour  suitably  responded. 
Mr.  H.  Fairbourn  proposed  a vote  of  condolence  to  Mr. 
Holloway,  their  hon.  secretary,  who  was,  owing  to  illness, 
unable  to  be  present.  Mr.  John.  C.  Allen  responded. 
Mr.  H.  Fairbourn  next  gave  “The  Visitors,”  re- 
marking especially  of  the  courtesy  shown  to  the  members 
of  our  society  who  attended  the  dinner  of  the  Wakefield 
Tradesmen’s  Angling  Club  in  October  last.  Mr.  J. 
Blake,  from  that  society,  responded  in  a few  seasonable 
remarks.  Mr.  J.  Morrison  proposed  “ The  Riparian 
Owners,”  also  “ The  President,”  Mr.  W.  Smith  respond- 
ing in  each  case.  Mr.  W.  Smith  gave  “ The  Host  and 
Hostess,”  Mr.  W.  Dyson  briefly  responding.  Mr. 
Thomas  Hale  entertained  the  company  with  a humorous 
speech,  chiefly  relating  to  angling  reminiscences.”  Mr. 
Brown  gave  a recitation,  which  was  well  received.  The 
Tadcaster  Quartet  Party  was  also  in  attendance,  and 
songs  and  harmony  prevailed  until  midnight,  brought 
the  proceedings  to  a close  by  the  singing  of  the 
National  Anthem.  Hon  Reporter. 


GREAT  YARMOUTH  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

The  annual  dinner  of  this  society  was  held  at  head- 
quarters, the  Duke’s  Head  Hotel,  ontheVth  inst,  the  chair 
being  taken  by  the  Mayor  (E.  Martins,  Esq.)  ; in  the 
vice-chairs  Mr.  C.  G.  Baker  and  Mr.  H.  E.  Atkins, 
there  being  also  present  Mr.  L,  G.  Garrett  (hon  treasurer), 
Mr.  W.  Kirby  (hon.  secretary),  Mr.  J.  H.  Fortescue, 
Mr!  F.  Allen,  Mr.  C.  H.  Harrison,  and  a large  number 
of  members  and  friends,  about  sixty  dining. 

The  toast  of  “ The  Queen  ” having  been  given  and 
received  in  a most  loyal  manner,  the  chairman,  in  pro- 
posing The  “ G.Y.P.S.,”  congratulated  the  society  upon 
its  continued  success.  He  was  much  pleased  to  come 
amongst  them  and  see  so  many  happy  faces  round  the 
tables.  It  struck  him  there  must  be  something  very 
desirable,  energising,  and  health-giving  in  being  a disciple 
of  Izaak  Walton.  He  wished  them  many  happy  years  as 
piscators.  He  was  pleased  to  couple  with  the  toast  the 
name  of  the  secretary,  Mr.  W.  Kirby. 

Mr.  Kirby,  when  he  rose  to  reply,  had  not  much  to 
say  having  a bad  cold  on  him,  and  the  treasurei,  Mr, 
Garrett,  acted  in  hi.s  place,  and  read  a review  upon  the 
past  season. 

Mr.  Garrett  informed  the  meeting  that  a most  suc- 
cessful season  had  been  passed,  a very  large  ipiantity  of 
fish  taken,  viz.,  in  seven  matches,  with  an  average 
number  of  twenty-five  members  fishing,  the  total  catch 
for  the  season  being  2032  bream,  106  perch,  113  roach, 
thirty  rudd,  twenty-nine  ruffe,  sixty-four  eels,  two 
hybrids,  and  three  pike,  giving  a total  of  2379  and 
weight  12311b.  were  taken— this  being  a record,  tho 
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largest  catch  in  one  day  being  by  Mr.  G.  Beech,  and 
Mr.  A.  Beech,  fishing  from  the  same  boat  weighed  in 
811b.  and  511b.  respectively.  Also  a noteworthy  feature 
in  the  matches  was  the  pike  weighed-in,  viz.,  one  by 
Mr.  Portescue,  3Jlb.  ; one  by  Mr.  Kirby,  91b.  ; and  one 
by  Mr.  Garrett,  121b.,  all  taken  on  fine  hook  and  tackle. 
After  referring  to  the  salt  water  matches,  of  which' 
eight  have  been  held,  and  a good  account  of  them  made, 
and  also  that  the  pike  fishing  has  commenced,  the  report 
stated  that  £5S  value  in  prizes  had  been  given,  and 
also  the  list  of  prize  winners,  and  in  concluding  es- 
pressed  the  hope  of  the  continued  success  of  the  society. 

T'he  toast  list  included  other  toasts  of  “The  Mayor,” 
“ The  Presidents,  Vice-Presidents,  and  Officers,”  “The 
Trade  and  Prosperity  of  the  Borough,”  “ The 
Visitors,”  “ The  Press,”  and  “ The  Host,”  all  of  which 
were  most  heartily  given  and  enthusiastically  received. 
During  the  evening  a capital  programme  of  songs, 
duets,  and  recitations  were  given,  and  the  separation 
was  made  at  a late  hour  by  the  company  singing  the 
National  Anthem. 


TESTIMONIAL  TO  THE  WIDOW  OF  MR.  J.  E. 

WHEATLEY. 

A MEETING  of  the  Highbury  Angling  Society  took 
place  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  6,  for  the  purpose  of  promot- 
ing a testimonial  to  the  widow  of  Mr.  J.  E.  Wheatley, 
the  late  president  and  founder  of  the  above  society,  in 
estimation  of  his  many  services  to  the  craft  generally. 

Mr.  Wheatley  was  the  father  of  the  Highbury  Angling 
Society,  having  been  the  founder  more  than  a quarter  of 
a century  ago,  and  of  which  he  was  secretary  the 
greater  part  of  that  time.  The  amount  of  good  and 
valuable  work  he  has  done  for  the  society  and  for 
anglers  at  large,  both  as  an  official  and  as  a brother 
angler,  it  is  impossible  to  estimate.  He  was  never 
appealed  to  in  vain  to  support  any  deserving  case  of 
distress  or  trouble,  and  was  ready  to  aid  by  sound 
advice  the  many  brothers  and  friends  who  sought  to 
gain  from  his  large  and  varied  experience. 

The  society  have  lost  a friend  whom  it  will  be  difficult 
to  replace,  and  the  memory  of  dear  old  “ Daddy  ” 


Wheatley  will  never  fade  from  the  affections  of  all  who 
knew  him,  while  the  good  and  lasting  effects  of  his 
administration  are  so  prominent  in  the  annals  of  the 
society.  The  form  the  testimonial  will  take  will  be  a 
memorial  stone  placed  over  his  grave,  and  in  the  event 
of  any  balance  such  surplus  to  be  handed  to  the  widow. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Rutherford,  the  secretary  of  the  Highbury, 
will  communicate  with  all  the  clubs,  and  acknowledge 
receipt  of  subscriptions,  with  the  name  of  clubs,  in 
Fishing  Gazette.  Will  those  who  have  not  subscribed 
kindly  do  so  as  soon  as  possible  ? 


The  Stp.atgiit  Tip  for  the  winner  is  anxiou.sly  sougiit  for  prior 
to  any  of  our  great  races,  and  the  joy  or  sorrow  of  the  recipients 
is  largely  measured  by  the  amount  of  money  they  afterwards  win 
or  lose.  There  is  no  uncertainty,  however,  or  anguished  suspense 
as  to  the  result  of  using  Holloway’s  Pills  and  Ointment.  After  a 
fair  trial  the  gain  is  sure  and  great.  The  Pills,  taken  occasionally 
in  prescribed  doses,  keep  the  digestion  in  order,  excite  a free  flow 
of  healthy  tiile,  and  regenerate  the  impoverished  blood  with  richer 
materials.  The  Ointment  is  a grand  remedy  for  the  removal  of 
rheumatic  pains,  wounds,  sores,  ulcers,  cuts,  or  bruises. 


RAM  HOTEL  AND  BOARDING  HOUSE, 

BRANDON,  NORFOLK. 

EIVEE  OUSE. 

FEEE  fishing  all  the  YEAE.  Special 
Terms  to  B’amilies  staying  Three  or  Four 
Days  or  longer.  Healthy  spot;  good  scenery. 
Terms  moderate.  Three  minutes’  walk  from 
railway  station.  J.  EOLPH,  Proprietor. 


BULL  HOTEL, 

LONG  MELFORD. 

Old  Idsta,Dlished  JPamily  and 
C’oinmei'cial  Hotel. 

Good  B’ishing  in  the  neighbourhood.  Boating. 
Billiards. 

M.  A.  CHURCH,  Proprietor. 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND 
TWO-YEAR-OLD  FISH, 


BELL  & PRlGRflRD, 

2,  LUD&ATE  CIECUS,  E.C. 

(Opposite  Cook's  Tourist  Office.) 

Fishing  and  Shooting  Outfits 

A Specialty. 


ALL  GOODS  THOROUGHLY  SHRUNK. 


Tourist  and  Business  Suits,  to 
measure,  from  £2  10s. 
Scotch  Tweed  Knicker  Suits, 
from  £1  18s.  6d. 


Of  S.  Fario,  S.  Levenensis,  S.  Fontinalis, 
and  Grayling, 

O S JA  L E 

BETWEEN  NOVEMBEB  * APBIL. 


For  Price  List  apply  to 

THOS.  AN’DBE'WS,  Westgato  House, 
OUlXiBFOSB. 


WATER  versus  LAND. 

WHICH  PAYS  BEST? 

Why,  water  certainly,  if  well 
stocked  with 

TROUT!  TROUT!!  TROUT!!! 

For  Price  List  of  Fario,  Levenensis, 
Fontinalis,  (two-year-olds  and  yearlings), 
apply  to  Hon.  Sec.,  Lunesdale  Fish 
Hatchery,  Lancaster. 


1808. 

J.  ROWE 

IS  ONE  OF  THE  FEW  GENUINE 

FISHRS  TACKLI 

MANUFACTURERS, 

AND  LIVES  AT 

BARNSTAPLE, 

NORTH  DEVON. 


THE  SWAN  HOTEL,  TENBURY. 


TriXOELLENT 
'J  Trout  and 
Grayling  Fishing 
Free  to  visitors 
staying  at  The 
Swan  Hotel, 
Tenbury  Wells, 
Worcestershire. 

Eeduced  Tariff 
for  Anglers. 
Special  terms  to 
families  wishing 
to  spend  winter 
months.  Pack  of 
Otter  Hounds  kept 
in  the  neighbour- 
hood. Coffee  and 
billiard  room. 
Hop  and  fruit 
country  of  Eng- 
land. 

H.  HAEDEMAN, 
Proprietor. 


BALLINAHINCH  FISHERY, 

THE  Xl^J^CBrTI.  HOTEL,  I?.T]OESS, 

CONNEMARA. 


FIRST-CLASS  for  Anglers.  Splendid  SALMON  and  WHITE  TROUT  FISHING. 

Close  to  the  best  lakes,  and  in  the  midst  of  unrivalled  mountain  and  lake 
scenery.  Apply  to  M.  MULLARKEY,  Proprietress. 


IF  THIS  MEETS  THE  EYE  of  any 
Angler  who  is  doubtful  as  to  where 
he  should  buy  his  PIKE  TACKLE, 
let  him  send  to  that  Practical 

FISHERMAN  & ROD  MAKER, 

a.  IVIARTIN, 

“ THE  TKENT  OTTER  ” 

(Late  of  Nbwark-on-Teent). 
Finest  materials  and  hand-made  goods  of 
warranted  quality.  Goods  for  Working 
Men  Anglers  a speciality. 

Illustrated  Catalogues, lOpages, 
post  free  to  any  address,  from 
J.  W.  MARTIN, 

OFFORD  D’ARCY,  HUNTINGDON. 


mkm  ANO  mm 

FISHERS 

ihottld  try  a day’s  Fishing  In  the  S60  aorai  of 
water,  ctrictly  preeerved,  belonging  to 

The  WELSH  HARP  FISHERY, 

HENDON.  MIDDLESEX. 

Capital  iccommodation  at  Warner’s. 

BOATS,  PUNTS,  &0. 


‘Pike,  pereh,  roach,  &e.,  are  nameroBO.”— ' 
A.r.gler'1  IHarg. 

freqncnt  tralni  from  all  Metropolitan  itaUoni. 
Booh  tor  the  Welih  Harp  Station. 

London  Agents:  Messrs.  H.  Eichardson  and 
Co.,  77,  Finsbury  Pavement,  E.O.,  from  whom 
Season  and  Day  Tickets  can  be  had. 


He  is  a successful  Breeder,  an  Exhibitor 
of  good  Blue  Poultry  for  Artificial  Elies, 
and  has  the  great  adv.antage  over  many 
fishing  tackle  shops,  as  he  is  enabled  to 
make,  mend,  or  repair  without  the  aid 
of  the  large  factories. 

A few  birds  to  dispose  of.  Prices  on 
application. 


TV/TATERIALS  for  FLY  DRESSING, 
^ including  Natural  Dun  (all  shades), 
Furnace,  &c..  Hackles  ; British  and 
Foreign  Bird  Skins  and  Feathers,  Pigs’ 
Wool,  Seals’  Fur,  Mohair,  &c.,  and  every 
requisite  and  appliance  for  Fly-dressing. 
Assortments  of  Hackles,  5s.,  7s.  6d.,  and 
10s. — Richard  T.  Williams,  Practical 
Fly-dresser  and  Pishing  Tackle  Maker, 
Kingsland,  Herefordshire.  Detailed  Price 
List  free.  Established  1844. 


Wm.  BLACKLAWS  & Son, 

The  Celebrated  Fishing’  Eod 
and  Tackle  Makers,  | 

KINCAHDINE  O’NEIL,  N.B.  i 

Patronised  by  Royalty  and  the  leading  I 
Sportsmen  of  the  day.  \ 

Every  Angling  Requisite— Plies  for  | 
British  Columbia  a Speciality. 


Special  Prepaid 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 


T'HE  TRENT  PISH  CULTURE  COM- 
PANY, LIMITED,  Milton,  near 
Burton-on-Trent. — Orders  are  now  being 
booked  for  S.  Fario  (Milton  strain),  S. 
Levenensis,  and  S.  Fontinalis  TROUT,  of 
all  sizes.  For  list  and  particulars  apply 
to  The  Manager,  Milton  Hatchery,  near 
Burton-on-Trent. 

0USE.  — Splendid  FREE  FISHING 
(Pike  included),  punts,  baits,  and 
practical  attendance ; Sunday  fishing  per- 
mitted. — ScAED,  Angel  Tun,  Market- 
square,  St.  Neots. 

JOHN  HONE,  of  Walton-on-Thames,  a 
Fisherman  with  a life  long  experience, 
will  LET  OUT  PUNTS  fixed  in  a selected 
swim,  and  provide  ground  bait,  for  4s.  per 
day.  If  he  provides  tackle  the  charge  is 
5s.  per  day. 

T ATHKILL  TROUT  for  SALE,  the 
finest  strain  in  the  kingdom  ; owing 
to  shortness  of  water ; one,  two,  and 
three  years  old.  Prices  very  low. — 
Stephenson  Peach,  Repton,  Burton-on- 
Trent. 


UOR  SALE,  large,  magnificent  CASE  of 
Preserved  TROUT,  containing  21 
fish,  from  161b.  downwards  ; perfect  in 
every  respect ; oil-piainted  background  ; 
took  first  prize  Fisheries  Exhibition ; 
truly  a work  of  art  and  nature ; cost 
50  guineas,  will  be  sold  cheap. — On  view 
at  Winchester  Arms,  Southwark-street, 
Blackfriars,  S.E. 

"Y^ANTED,  by  R.  B.  Marston,  St.  Dun- 
’ ’ stan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 
Copi^  of  Walton’s  “ Compleat  Angler  ” 
published  before  1780. 


T^OR  SALE. — Pure  old  English  Honey 
Dun  GAME  FOWLS,  two  pullets  and 
cockerel ; grand  strain. — John  Powell, 
Sutton-road,  Kidderminster. 

p'XCELLENT  FISHING  in  IRELAND, 
Nearly  40  lakes  strictly  preserved  ; 
Salmon,  Sea,  and  Brown  Trout:  Sea  Fish- 
ing ; Snipe  and  Wildfowl  Shooting  during 
winter  months.  Terms  moderate. — Par- 
ticulars from  Delta,  Redcar,  Yorks. 

Jo  CLUBS. — For  SALE,  handsome 
PIKE,  in  case,  weight  about  201b. 
Cheap.  — On  view  “Rodney’s  Head,” 
138,  Whitechapel-road. 

T?IRDSGROVE  FISHING  CLUB,  near 
Ashbourne,  Derbyshire. — There  will 
be  FIVE  VACANCIES  upon  this  Club 
Water  (in  the  best  part  of  the  River 
Dove)  for  the  ensuing  season. — For  par- 
ticulars apply  to  Mr.  G.  M.  Bond,  Alrewas 
House,  Ashbourne. 


T^OR  SALE,  a superior  12ft.  steel-centre, 
split-cane  built  TROUT  FLY  ROD, 
two  tops,  nickel -plated  fittings,  &c.,  price 
30s.;  also  a 16ft.  steel-centre,  split-cane 
SALMON  ROD,  two  tops,  &c.,  price  45s. 
London  makers ; both  rods  as  new  ; 
unredeemed  pledges.  Will  send  on 
approval. — Address,  “ Paivnbroker,”  400a, 
Mile  End-road,  London. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


surpassed  wlien  mombera  resume  aetive  work  at  the 
riverside. — K.  Hadi.kv, 

Thames  (Kichmond). — Job  Brain  and  Henry 
Mansell  report  they  have  boon  doing  fairly  well  in 
roach  and  dace  fishing  during  the  week. 

Thames  (Sheppex'ton). — Mr.  Nesby,  fishing  with 
George  liosewell,  in  one  day,  caught  five  jack  weighing 
2.31b. 


Time  of  High  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below 

!30  min.  for  Chelsea.  /65  min.  for  Kew. 

40  „ ,,  Putney.  \ 75  ,,  ,,  llichmond. 

45  ,,  ,,  Hammer-  AddtSO  ,,  ,,  Twicken- 

smith.  I ham. 

50  „ „ Barnes.  '^85  „ „ Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 


minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  aeoelorates  the  tide 


Sunday, 

Monday, 

Tuesday, 

IVednesday, 

Thursday, 

Friday, 


[lOII 

Water  at  London 

Bridge. 

Morrilng. 

Evenlntf. 

16  .. 

()..50  

7.16 

17  .. 

7.43  

8.15 

18  .. 

8 46  

11.19 

19  ., 

9.52  

10.21 

20  .. 

10.54  

11.25 

21  .. 

11.56  



0‘> 

0.23  

0.19 

High  Water  at  Amberlet  and  Pulborough. 

Morning.  Evenini?. 

Saturday,  Dec.  ll!  7.30  7.5(1 

Sunday,  ,,  17  8.23  8 55 

Monday,  ,,  18  0 26  0.59 

Those  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley. 

Pulborough  will  be  two  hours  forty  minutes  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPOETS. 

Lower  Thames.  — General  Remarks. — It  will 
scarcely  be  a matter  of  surprise  this  week  to  find  the 
reports  from  several  portions  of  the  river  are  a complete 
blank,  and  the  fishermen  cannot  be  disappointed  in  the 
absence  of  anglers.  The  rain  that  has  fallen  during 
the  early  portion  of  this  week,  if  it  continues,  will  bring 
about  a flood,  and  that  is  what  the  river  requires  just 
now,  and  the  means  adopted  by  the  Conserv.ators  in 
opening  the  locks  at  such  a time  soon  carries  it  away. 
It  would  be  a relief  to  hear  something  from  my  corre- 
spondents at  Walton,  Chertsey,  and  Staines,  who  assure 
me  at  present  they  have  nothing  worth  reporting.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  the  water  will  be  all  right  for  the  Christmas 
holidays,  and  if  it  is  I anticipate  there  will  be  some  good 
jack  fishing.  I am  assured  by  the  fishermen  there  are 
plenty  of  them  in  the  river,  if  only  anglers  will  come 
and  try  for  them,  but  there  does  not  appear  to  be  the 
fame  class  of  jack  anglers  on  the  river  as  there  used  to 
be  in  days  gone  by  ; I mean  those  of  the  Alfred  Jardine 
type.  1 think  if  there  were  we  should  soon  hear  some- 
thing more  of  the  jack  in  the  metropolitan  river.  There 
are  a few  who  devote  some  of  their  time  to  jack  fishing, 
but  the  number  is  not  equal  to  former  days.  It  is  to  be 
understood  in  the  appointment  of  fishermen  as  assistant 
river  keepers,  they  arc,  for  the  privilege  of  using  the 
bait  net,  to  assist  in  putting  down  any  illegal  offences, 
and  if  they  will  only  follow  the  example  of  George 
Rosewcll,  of  Shepperton,  they  will  do  some  good  service 
in  the  preservation  of  the  fishery.  This  well-known 
fisherman,  during  the  last  week,  has  reported  the 
detection  of  two  bank  anglers  in  live  gorge  fishing,  and 
on  speaking  to  the  men  about  it  as  to  its  illegality,  they 
discontinued  and  promised  not  to  do  it  a.gain. — B. 

Thames  (Datchet).— At  the  time  of  writing  the 
river  is  high  and  a fine  colour  for  roach  fishing.  I was 
nut  with  a gentleman  on  the  11th,  had  eight  chub  and  a 
few  roach. — G.  Lumsden. 

Thames  (Hampton'. — James  Langshaw,  jun.,  in 
one  day,  three  jack,  weighing  respectively,  71b,,  4jlb., 
andSl'o.,  andfhree  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Kingston).— N.  Bolton,  in  the  week, 
twenty-three  dozen  of  ro.ach  and  dace,  seven  jack,  and 
five  bream,  the  largest  llh.  ; J.  Knight,  twenty  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace,  and  three  chub  ; andO.  Smith,  in  three 
days,  twelve  dozen  of  roach  .and  dace. 

Thames  (Lechlade),  Upper  Windrnsh,  and 
Gloncestershire  Coin. — Several  jack  fishers  have 
b en  out  on  the  Thames  in  this  neighbourhood, 
[■pinning  and  live-baiting  witli  fair  success,  but  1 
can  hear  of  nothing  big  being  done  at  present. 
Roach  are  now  in  prime  condition,  and  can  be 
freely  caught  with  red  paste  and  small  bright  brand 
lings.  On  the  upper  Windrnsh  and  the  Gloucester 
Coin  the  trout  are  already  working  theirway  up  out 
of  the  deep  pools  on  to  the  gravel  spawning  beds,  and 
0.1  both  streams  some  fine  fish  can  be  plainly  seen  to  have 
thus  early  taken  up  Iheir  winter  rpiarters.  (In  the  Coin 
this  mon  i ig,  I saw  si  veral  palm  will  >ws  out  in  full  hud, 
their  soft  silvery  fronds  showing  up  di.stinctly  a long  way 
off. — F.  L 

Thames  (Readings). — A continuous  rain  has  filled 
the  beds  of  rivers,  and  as  the  water  is  in  good  order, 
should  an  overflow  not  fake  place,  greatly  improved 
sport  may  bo  safely  anticipated  in  the  near  luture. 
The  past  week  has  been  characteristic  of  nothing  out  i f 
ordinary,  although  spoit  among  small  fry  has  been 
indulged  in  by  Messrs.  Hyde,  Howse,  I’ocock,  Moss, 
besides  members  of  the  Reading  Angling  Association. 
The  tni’key  competition  promoted  by  the  Waltonians  still 
excites  interest,  but  the  chief  take  will  undoubtedly  bo 


Thames  (Sunbury). — The  punts  have  been  getting 
a few  roach  and  dace  during  the  week.  Mr.  J.  Love- 
grove  caught  a brace  of  chub  weighing  (111). 

Thames  (Teddington).  W.  McBride  has  been 
amongst  the  roach,  dace,  and  bream,  but  the  sport  for 
the  latter  h.as  somewhat  abated.  Joseph  Baldwin  has 
been  getting  some  fine  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — S.  Cole,  in  oneday,  lOib. 
of  roach  and  dace  ; G.  Coxen,  in  two  and  a half  d.ays, 
461b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; J.  Coxen,  in  one  day,  Ihlb.  of 
roach  and  dace  ; J.  Frost,  in  the  week,  401b.  of  roach  and 
dace  : A.  Hamnierton,  in  one  day,  seven  dozen  of  roach 
and  dace  ; R.  Moffat,  in  one  day,  four  dozen  of  roach  and 
(lace;  J.  Spong,  one  d.ay,  421h.  of  roach  and  dace,  and  in 
three  other  days,  (Kill),  of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Windsor  District). — (.iuito  a gale  has 
raged  hero  for  two  days,  doing  a deal  of  damage  through- 
out the  Thames  Valley.  Accompanied  by  heavy  rain 
the  result  has  been  a rise  in  the  river,  wliich  to-day  is 
very  much  discoloured.  Before  it  came  down  so  thick 
some  nice  roach  were  being  had,  l)ut  few^ack.  Mr. 
Elliott,  of  Eton,  has  had  a brace,  one  of  which  must 
have  been  very  much  on  the  feed,  as  breaking  away  with 
a good  sized  gimp  snap  tackle  he  returned  to  the  fray, 
having  probably  lost  the  first  bait,  was  successfully 
landed,  and  the  lost  tackle  recovered  ; this  brace  went 
61b.  The  “ push  ” of  water  now  coursing  through  the 
Thames  Valley  was  much  needed,  but  1 fear  it  will  not 
be  equal  to  removing  the  vast  accumuLation  of  rotted 
vaget.able  matter  and  other  debris  which  has  been  col- 
lecting many  months.  The  old  winter  bait  for  thick 
water,  taillend  of  lobworm,  will  bo  best  now  for  all-round 
.angling,  as  water  much  too  thick  for  jack. — B.  R.  Bam- 
BRIDGE. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks). — The  weather  during 
the  past  week  has  been  so  unsettled  that  fishing  is  quite 
in  abeyance.  At  time  of  writing  the  river  is  in  flood, 
and  water  very  thick,  but  if  the  rain  leaves  off  piking 
should  bo  good  about  the  middle  of  next  weok.--H. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — We  have  had  a “ fresh  ” 
down  since  last  report,  and  spawning  trout  are  to  he 
seen  ascending  the  brooks  and  rills  now  that  the  thick 
of  the  flood  has  gone.  Some  little  fishing  continues  to 
be  done,  but  with  nothing  startling  as  to  results— so  far 
as  we  have  heard,  however. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  weather  during 
the  past  few  days  has  been  rather  too  stormy  for  pisca- 
torial pursuits,  and  it  will  probab  ly  be  three  or  four 
days  yet  before  the  river  is  in  fishing  order.  At  time  of 
writing  it  is  running  bank  high  and  very  thick.  No 
doubt  the  flush  will  improve  the  piking  prospects,  and 
as  soon  as  the  water  fines  down  a live  bait  worked  in 
the  eddies  will  not  be  likely  to  go  begging  long.  I have 
had  a run  or  two  over  the  Lower  Exe  recently  with  one 
of  Carter  and  Peek’s  “wagtails,”  and  found  it  a first- 
class  killer.  On  one  afternoon  1 took  three,  and  on  each 
occasion  I have  tried  it  I have  scored.  Any  pikist 
desirous  of  trying  this  bait  will  find  a good  stock  of 
them  at  Mr.  Brickman’s,  North-street,  Exeter.— Red 
Palmer. 

Een  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire). — The  weather 
this  week  is  again  unsettled  and  stormy,  the  high  winds 
making  it  almost  impossible  to  fish.  Except  for  this, 
angling  would  still  be  good,  and  even  bottom  fishing 
would  be  a sport  worth  following.  When  opportunity 
offers,  local  experts  may  bo  noted  on  the  Forty-foot, 
where  they  pick  up  a few  pike  of  decent  size.  Among 
the  successful  of  late  have  been  Mr.  Kitchen,  Mr.  Nixon, 
and  others.  A few  of  the  Spalding  anglers  still  pursue 
their  sport  on  the  banks  of  the  Glenn,  and  on  the  drains 
about  Poole  Hole.  The  Deeping  anglers  are  also  occa- 
sionally seen  out  on  the  Welland,  where  some  fairly 
good  sport  is  obtainable. — Limret. 

Helmsdale  (Helmsdale).— This  river  is  now  within 
reasonable  distance  of  being  again  open  for  angling.  In 
less  than  a month,  under  anything  like  favourable  cir- 
cumstances, angling  will  bo  in  full  operation.  A fore- 
cast of  the  earling  angling  is  extremely  difficult,  for  not 
in  my  time  at  least  has  this  water  been  in  such  a con- 
tinuous state  of  flood.  Not  for  three  months  has  it  once 
fa'len  to  its  normal  level ; it  was  simply  spate  after  spate 
in  rapid  succession.  One  thing  we  are  sure  of,  and  that 
is,  that  if  fish  were  inclined  to  go  up  stream  there  was 
nothing  to  stop  them,  and  we  have  had  no  ice  during 
the  winter  as  yet.  I am  sorry  my  remarks  about  the 
spawning  season  have  been  more  than  confirmed,  indeed, 
other  rivers  are  likely  to  suffer  in  the  sams.way.  There 
is  one  change  in  the  anglers  to  fish  this  season.  Mr. 
H.  M.  Hick,  whoso  lease  of  Auchintoul  shooting,  with 
its  one  rod  on  the  river,  has  expired,  and  have  been 
bith  token  by  Mr.  Nutting,  who  shot  over  the  ground 
last  season.  I may  mention  also  that  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land has  taken  Mr.  McFarlane’s  Torrish  roil  lor  two 
months’  spring  fishing.  His  grace,  however,  will  not 
come  to  Torrisli  before  March.  S.  C. 

Idle  (North.  Notts).  There  is  not  much  doing  o i 
the  river  and  drains  this  week,  owing  to  the  inolemont 
weather  and  the  close  proximity  of  Christmas.  Many 
have  put  away  their  tackle  now  for  the  season,  but 
others  will  utilise  the  holidays  if  things  are  at  all  suit- 
able. My  information  from  the  waterside  is  that  the 
river  is  in  r;are  trim  for  sport,  and  looks  like  continuing 
so.  The  land  will  still  take  a lot  of  rain  before  floods 
will  be  found.  Oild  sportsmen  visit  the  water  when  they 
have  a chance,  and  come  away  quite  satisfied.  Roach, 


they  say,  bite  ravenously,  and  chub  and  grayling  are 
pretty  easily  caught,  the  latter  with  worm  ohielly.  Only 
a very  few  grayling  have  come  to  hand  lately. — 1/. 

Lea  and  Stort.— The  Sunday  fishermen  have  been 
sadly  out  of  luck  for  several  weeks,  but  Monday  la.st 
tempted  me  to  have  a turn  spinning  for  one  of  the  large 
perch  I have  heard  of.  I was  not  successful,  as  I found 
the  place  tenanted  by  about  a score  of  ducks  in  a state 
of  enthusiastic  enjoyment,  also,  that  the  weeds  have  not 
yet  di.sappeared.  The  best  take  1 have  heard  of  was 
one  at  Waltham  Abbey  on  'Tuesday,  last  week,  viz.,  8^1b. 
of  nice  fish  ; in  the  same  neighbourhood  a few  jack  were 
also  captured  ; Mr.  Krotte  had  one  of2ilb. ; Mr.  Fenton 
another  of  about  the  same  weight;  Mr.  S.  Baxter,  one 
of  3.)lb.  ; and  Mr.  C.  Saville,  one  of  4jlb.,and  IJlh.ot 
good  roach.  The  weather  has  been  rough  and  showery, 
and  little  or  no  sport  has  been  had,  but  the  showers  have 
freshened  up  the  water,  which  is  now  a good  colour. 
This  (Thursday)  morning  the  weather  shows  a great 
improvement,  the  wind  is  N.W.,  which  means  a drier 
and  colder  temperature. — Spliced  Joint. 

Lea  (Ware).-  It  has  been  very  rough  weather  here 
for  the  last  ten  days,  which  has  i)revented  the  numerous 
anglers  who  have  kindly  favoured  us  with  their  patronage 
from  having  good  takes  of  fish,  although  the  river  to-day 
(W ednesday)  seems  full  of  fish,  which  completely  covered 
the  surface  of  the  water,  and  caused  the  Toll  Bridge  to 
be  crowded  with  spectators  watching  the  unusual  sight. 
They  seemed  to  be  principally  roach  and  dace  ; there 
was  a good  take  of  dace  by  a bank  angler  on  the  10th 
Inst.,  and  the  water  is  in  good  order. — The  Bull  Inn. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  out  of  order  for  angling.  The 
heavy  falls  of  rain  have  caused  them  to  rise,  and  they 
are  higher  than  they  have  been  for  some  time,  and  are 
muddy,  and  a stop  has  been  put  to  angling  until  they  go 
down  again.  No  anglers  have  been  out  of  late,  and  sport 
generally  has  been  dull.  The  Pinsley  is  now  running 
coloured  and  high.  No  sport  in  it. — Gwvnne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  swollen  and  muddy,  and  it  will  be  the  middla 
of  coming  week  (unless  hard  frost  sets  in)  before  there 
vsill  be  much  chance  of  sport.  The  weather  has  been  so 
variable — in  fact,  we  have  experienced  every  sort  I think 
even  this  country  can  proJnee— that  sport  has  been 
by  no  means  good,  and  particularly  uncertain.  Have 
heard  of  no  baskets  worth  recording.  Later  rains  have 
swollen  these  rivers  till  they  are  now  running  bank 
high  of  muddy  water,  with  every  indication  of  a further 
rise.  No  possible  ch;uice  of  fishing  in  the  coming  week. 
— E.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Tonbridge). — River  in  grand  flood,  which 
will  at  last  clear  the  river  of  the  last  summer’s  debris. 
No  bottom  fishing  done,  and  only  a few  small  jack 
have  been  taken — mostly  put  back.  Water  will  not  ha 
fit  for  anything  but  worm  for  nearly  a week,  as  this 
river  clears  very  slowly. — R.  E.  W. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — The  weather  has  been 
very  unsettled,  but  anglers  have  had  plenty  of  oppor- 
tunities of  visiting  their  favourite  haunts.  Pike  fistiing 
seems  to  be  largely  indulged  in  just  now,  and  some  good 
catches  have  been  made,  although  not  of  a very  large 
size,  ranging  from  61b.  to  101b.  Some  good  sport  has 
been  had  at  Waternewton,  where  several  Peterboro’ 
anglers  made  good  bags  of  pike  last  week.  Ssveral  fish 
sealing  about  81b.  were  landed  at  Thorney  and  Oundle. 
Some  good  roach  have  been  taken  against  Cohnan’s  Mill 
on  the  timbers,  where  a good  many  anglers  have  been 
visiting.  The  Whittlesey  Angling  Association  held  its 
winding-up  supper  on  Thursday,  when  a large  company 
were  present. — E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Pike  were  feeding  at  the  end 
of  last  week,  but,  as  usual,  no  large  ones  taken,  although 
the  water  was  in  jirime  order.  At  the  time  of  writing 
the  water  is  init  out  of  order  through  the  recent  rams, 
the  river  being  bankfnll  and  thick,  but  no  doubt  it  will 
be  in  condition,  and  sport  ought  to  bo  good  for  Christ- 
mas holidays  if  heavy  rains  don’t  follow.  Some  good 
roach  have  bsen  taken  along  the  banks  near  the  sewer. 

II.  Rout. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — I had  hoped  to  be  able  to 
report  some  good  catches  this  week,  instead  of  which 
s[)ort  has  been  far  worse  than  last.  Saturday  and  Sun- 
day several  anglers  were  out,  but  the  water  was  gin 
clear  and  fish  dead  off  the  teed.  After  Sunday  s rain 
the  river  rose  somewhat,  and  was  in  better  colour,  and 
several  pike  were  take  on  Monday  by  local  anglers. 
Sines  then  the  weather  h.as  been  so  unsettled  that  very 
few  have  been  out.  Tuesday  it  rained  nearly  all 
this  caused  the  river  to  rise  rapidly  ; it  is  now  bank  high 
and  slightly  coloured.  I should  say  by  Friday,  if  we 
have  no  more  rain,  it  will  be  in  the  pink  ot  condition, 
and  some  good  bag.s  of  roach  and  pike  will  doubtless  be 
made  by  those  who  are  fortunate  enough  to  catch  it 
before  it  gets  too  clear.  I am  glad  to  say  the  Angling 
Association  here  put  a second  lot  of  ])iko  in  the  river 
yesterday.  Mr.  Ront,  the  keeper,  informs  me  they  were 
a splendid  sample,  and  not  a tiisli  the  worse  lor  tlie  long* 
j niriiey  by  rail  from  Linoolnshire. — B. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots).--  Water  first  class.  A gran 
fish,  of  19.'. lb.  was  token  on  Wednesday  by  a filr. 
Addington, "and  anotlmr,  Kllb.,  same  gentleman,  besides 
sjveral  good  fish  by  other  anglers.-- A.  S<’.\rd. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).  -Baw  and  bleak  weather, 
with  occasional  cheerless  drizzling  rainfalls,  have  been 
the  uninviting  conditions  which  anglers  have  had  to 
endure  of  late,  land,  as  a natural  coiisequeiine,  but  few 
Inive  been  sufliciently  enthusiastic  to  seek  the  riverside. 
Still,  pike  fishing  has  not  been  altogether  unproductive. 
'I'lie  hc.avy  rains  of  the  earlier  [lart  ol  this  week  have 
considerably  discoloured  the  water.  Directly  it  clears 
will  bo  a favourable  time  lor  use  of  the  live  bait  or 
p it^rnoster. — Piscator. 
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Stoxir  (Bures,  Suffolk).  Tlie  river  has  been  in 
capital  order  during  the  week,  and  several  anglers  have 
been  out,  but  I have  not  heard  of  any  large  catches 
being  made.  A lot  of  rain  has  fallen  during  last  night 
(Wednesday),  and  the  water  is  now  a bit  coloured,  but 
if  no  more  rain  comes  will  be  in  capital  trim  on 
Sunday.— W.  Bainbbidge. 

Sussex  Rivers. — The  water  in  many  parts  is  much 
clouded,  and  but  little  has  been  done  in  the  way  of 
bottom  fishing.  Pike  were  well  on  feed  last  week,  and 
several  good  fish  were  taken  from  the  Ouse  above  Bar- 
combe,  the  heaviest  notified  me  weighed  over  151b.  A 
brace  of  91b.  fish  were  taken  from  the  river  near  Fletch- 
ing.  Roach  fishing  has  not  been  remunerative,  although 
some  few  fish  up  to  1 jib.  have  been  taken  light  ledger- 
ing with  worm  below  Lewes.  Among  two  and  a half 
brace  of  pike  taken  from  the  Selham  branch  of  the 
Rother,  one  fish  weighed  8 jib.,  and  from  the  Fittleworth 
portion  of  the  water  a 7Jlb.  pike  is  notified  me.  At 
Chichester  Canal  several  pike,  averaging  41b.,  have  been 
taken  from  the  Birdham  reach  between  the  locks.  A 
perch  of  2flb.  and  a tench  of  21b.  were  foul  hooked.  A 
few  small  pike  taken  by  spinning  from  the  basin,  and 
bream  up  to  Ijlb.,  are  the  only  captures  that  have  come 
under  my  notice.  Several  good  codfish  have  been  taken 
from  off  the  coast  by  hand  lines. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  is  now  running  high 
and  muddy,  and  quite  out  of  order  for  fishing.  At  the 
end  of  last  week  a heavy  thunderstorm  passed  over  this 
district,  and  rain  fell  heavily  again  on  Tuesday,  and 
there  is  more  water  going  down  the  river  than  there  has 
been  for  six  months,  but  the  flush  will  do  good,  as  it 
will  clear  all  the  rubbish  out.  The  salmon  will  now  be 
able  to  get  up  to  the  spawning  beds,  as  they  are  late 
this  season,  owing  to  tlie  water  being  so  low.  On 
Monday  a few  anglers  were  out,  the  weather  being  fine  ; 
they  used  the  worm  and  maggot,  and  landed  a few  dace 
and  roach,  but  sport  was  bad.  Eels  have  been  moving, 
and  some  nice  ones  were  offered  for  sale  on  Tuesday,  at 
8d.  jjer  lb.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are 
all  running  coloured,  and  have  rose.  Fishing  at  a 
standstill  in  them  at  present. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  weather  has  been  very 
changeable  of  late,  and  on  Friday  a terrific  storm  passed 
over  this  part,  and  caused  the  river  to  rise  and  colour, 
and  there  is  now  a great  quantity  of  water  going  down, 
which  has  quite  put  a stop  to  angling  for  a few  days. 
No  roads  have  been  out.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche 
are  all  coloured.  No  fishing  in  them. 

Trent  (Newark). — The  Trent  has  risen  about  three 
feet,  and  is  too  full  of  colour  for  angling  of  any  descrip- 
tion, and  at  last  anglers  have  got  their  wish  of  the  past 
nine  months.  Up  to  Monday  pike  were  taking  both  live 
bait  and  spinner  fairly  well,  Messrs.  T.  Brown,  H. 
Corner,  and  E.  Groom  taking  several  ranging  from  31b. 
to  61b.  each. — “ Trentsider.” 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon). — Since  writing  you  last  I 
am  glad  to  state  that  the  jack  fishing  has  been  good  this 
week.  Some  of  the  catches  are  as  follows  : Messrs. 
Harrison,  two  jack,  7Jlb.  ; Brown,  three,  131b.  ; Cole, 
two,  7Jlb.  ; Wing,  two,  91b.;  Thurston,  two,  9Jlb.  ; 
Brown,  one,  8|lb. ; White,  one,  31b.  ; Plumpton,  two, 
7ilb.  ; Marshall,  81b.  of  roach  ; Frost,  one  jack,  41b. — 
J.  Warner. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincoln).— The  river  has  been 
deserted  to  a great  extent  this  week,  many  of  the  visit- 
ing anglers,  it  is  said,  saving  themselves  for  the  holidays. 
It  was  reported  this  week  that  if  the  weather  continues 
at  all  favour’able  the  railway  companies  intend  running 
cheap  specials  to  stations  down  to  Boston  on  the  Satur- 
day afternoon,  and  available  till  the  evening  of  Boxing 
Day.  This  will  doubtless  induce  a good  number  to 
come  down.  Sport  on  the  Witham  has  been  very  good 
indeed  of  late  for  December,  plenty  of  takes  running  up 
to  251b.  or  301b.  One  gentleman  is  stated  to  have  got 
last  week  over  COlb.  for  his  visit.  Some  good  specimen 
fish  have  also  been  taken.  About  Bardney  and  Southrey 
there  have  been  good  pike  landed. — Luci. 

Wye  and  Berwent  (Berbyshire).— There  has  been 
no  sport  worth  recording  during  the  present  week,  the 
rain  having  put  both  rivers  out  of  condition.  Last  night 
the  Derwent  was  in  flood.  The  river  badly  needed  a good 
flush,  and  when  it  has  again  run  into  fishable  condition 
sport  should  improve. — Dotterel. 


SEA  FISHIN(J. 

Beal. — The  weather  still  remaining  unsettled, (nothing 
is  doing  with  rod  and  line.  Boats  are  bringing  in  some 
fine  ^ catches  of  sprats.  — Edward  Hanger  (Agent 
British  Sea  Anglers’  Society). 

Plymouth. — Sea  Fishing. — We  have  experienced 
fearful  weather  this  week,  and  serious  damage  has  been 
caused  to  the  fishing  craft  from  all  parts.  I managed 
to  get  on  the  Hoe  this  morning  in  the  height  of  the 
gale,  and  I never  experienced  such  a sight  in  the  Sound. 
It  was  one  mass  of  foam,  with  the  wind  blowing  direct 
S.S.E.,  I thought,  upon  Cawsand,  which  would  get  the  full 
force  of  the  gale,  which  must  have  been  a rotating  storm, 
for  in  less  than  an  hour  the  wind  had  changed  right  round 
to  the  N.W.,  and  blowing  just  as  fresh.  Mullet  are  still 
to  be  caught  when  the  weather  suits,  and  a lot  of  flat  fish 
are  being  taken  in  the  Hamoaze.  Some  very  fine  whiting 
were  brought  in  the  early  part  of  the  week  by  those  who 
were  fortunate  enough  to  get  out  on  the  ground  before 
the  storm.  Catches  of  herrings  are  very  large,  and  the 
fish  very  fine.  Some  that  I have  smoked  have  made 
nice  bloaters,  cured  mildly.  I can  give  your  readers  the 
information,  if  they  are  fond  of  these,  or  kippers,  which 
are  home  cured  under  my  own  eye.  Those  you  get  in 
shojis  are  generally  so  strong. — William  Hearder. 

Great  Yarmouth.— We  are  still  getting  a load  of 
fish,  and  some  large  ones  too.  There  was  a fish  taken  on 
Moaday  llijlb.,  and  to-day  (Thursday)  have  been  three 


taken,  Kflb.,  121b.,  and  111b.  The  members  of  the 
Eastern  Counties  Angling  Society  had  a pike  competi- 
tion on  Barton  Broad,  but  the  weather  was  bad,  and  only 
four  members  turned  up  in  the  morning.  We  had  good 
sport  on  the  whole.  Mr.  Williams  took  first  prize  with 
a fine  female  fish,  151b.  7oz.  ; Mr.  Johnson  had  three  fish, 
largest  71b.  ; I had  two  small  ones,  and  Mr.  Blake  had 
one  small  one  ; we  took  several  more  unsizeable  fish,  but 
returned  them  to  the  water. — H.  Salinger. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Sea  Angling. — The 
weather  has  been  wild,  and  fishing  was  only  practicable 
for  a few  days.  Anglers  out  after  whiting  have  had  on 
an  average  about  100  daily.  No  pollack  anglers  have 
been  out  since  last  report.  Sea  very  lumpy,  and  weather 
likely  to  be  bad  at  time  of  writing. — T.  J.  Dennehy. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Bee,  Bon,  &c.  (Aberdeenshire). — Although  only 
the  half  of  December  has  gone,  there  have  been  more 
storms  and  floods  during  the  past  two  weeks  than  usually 
happens  in  an  average  season.  It  is  just  twelve  years 
since  a similar  succession  of  gales,  with  open  weather 
into  Christmas,  prevailed,  and  which  was  followed  by  a 
spring  of  frosts  and  snow  broth,  ending  in  a very  late 
summer.  There  is  a saying  that  the  coming  season  is  to 
be  a replica  of  its  predecessor  of  a dozen  years  ago  ; it 
looks  like  it.  Meantime  the  spawning  season  on  the  Dee, 
Don,  and  other  northern  streams  is  at  its  height. 
Reports  from  bailiffs  and  others  show  that  while  the 
lower  feeders  of  the  Dee — the  Feugh,  Coull  Burn,  the 
Tana — are  almost  deserted  by  spawners,  yet  the  upper 
feeders — the  Gairn  especially,  with  the  Minck,  Gelder, 
and  Clunie — are  enormously  overstocked.  The  unsteady 
nature  of  the  river,  and  the  almost  incessant  floods,  have 
made  accurate  observations  anything  but  an  easy 
matter. 

Ballinderry  (East  Tyrone).— The  river  is  pretty 
high  just  now,  and  in  good  form  for  the  last  run  of 
spawning  salmon,  which  is  due  about  Christmas  generally. 
From  Coagh  weir  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  some  six  miles, 
the  bottom  of  the  river  is  one  vast  spawning  bed.  Poach- 
ing within  the  past  month  has  been  well  kept  down,  but 
occasional  raids  are  made  on  the  smaller  tributaries, 
the  favourite  haunt  of  the  huge  “ dullaghan,”  or  Lough 
Neagh  trout.  At  the  Coagh  petty  sessions  a youth  was 
prosecuted  for  illegally  taking  a fish  off  Coagh  weir,  on 
the  26th  ult.  No  defence  was  offered,  and  defendant 
was  fined  in  10s.  The  bailiffs  seized  a net  set  in  the 
river,  which  the  court  ordered  to  be  destroyed. — 
J.  A.  B. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Westmeath.  Lakes  (Mullingar). — Amongst  the 
flotsam  and  jetsam  found  on  the  shores  of  Lough  Owel 
on  Friday  morning  last,  after  the  severe  storm  of  Thurs- 
day night,  was  a magnificent  Irish  lake  trout,  in  the 
most  perfect  condition,  and  weighing  171b.  The  fish  was 
found  by  Lord  Greville’s  herd,  and  its  condition  and 
weight  have  been  vouched  for  to  me  by  his  lordship’s 
respected  steward,  Mr.  M.  Culley. — W.  F.  T. 

[Several  River  Reports  arrived  too  late  for  insertion. 
Will  Reporters  please  post  so  as  to  reach  us  on  Thursday 
Jiight?] 


Howietoun  Fishery  Company'’s  Report.- The 
report  of  the  Howietoun  Fishery  Company  for  the  season 
1893-94  shows  that  there  is  an  ever  increasing  demand 
for  trout  for  stocking  purposes.  The  number  of  fish 
raised  at  the  hatchery  this  season  is  again  in  excess  of 
any  former  year.  Spawning  commenced  in  the  third 
week  of  October,  and  the  earliest  eggs  are  due  to  hatch 
about  Christmas.  The  Company  have  again  determined 
to  raise  Rainbow  trout,  and  last  spring  they  imported 
eggs  to  this  country.  Unfortunately,  however,  owing  to 
delay  in  transit,  the  consignment  was  totally  destroyed. 
Arrangements  are  in  progress  to  obtain  a further  supply 
next  April  of  the  eggs  of  this  most  beautiful  fish,  which 
for  sport  is  unequalled  by  any  other  trout.  Owing  to 
the  difficulty  in  rearing,  the  Company  had  allowed  their 
stock  of  Rainbows  to  decrease,  but,  on  receiving 
information  from  gentlemen  who  had  stocked  their 
waters  with  this  trout  as  to  their  fast-growing  qualities 
and  gameness  when  hooked,  the  Company  decided  to 
reintroduce  them  to  their  fisheries. 

A Sturgeon  Found  in  Harly'n  Bat. — A sturgeon, 
the  royal  fish  of  the  sea,  measuring  7ft.  in  length,  and 
about  2001b.  in  weight,  was  found  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Andrew,  of  Treseires  Farm,  Padstow,  on  the  beach  of 
Harlyn  Bay,  near  Padstow,  on  Tuesday.  It  was  found 
amongst  a heap  of  seaweed  recently  washed  in,  and  ap- 
peared not  to  have  been  long  dead,  as  it  was  quite  fresh. 
It  is  believed  it  got  entangled  in  the  seaweed,  and  was 
cast  ashore  in  that  way  alive,  and  then  died. 

“ Hush,  Willie,  hush  ! ” said  Mr.  Hicks  to  his  noisy 
son  as  the.v  sat  at  dinner.  “You  are  noisy  enough  for 
six  boys.”  “ Well,  give  me  turkey  enough  for  three 
boys,  and  I’ll  keep  the  others  quiet,”  said  Willie. 

Hicks  : “ Why  do  you  always  take  a bottle  with  you 
when  you  go  fishing  ? ” Wicks  : ” The  bottle  is  to  keep 
the  cork  in  ; cork  is  valuable  as  a life  preserver.” 
Hicks  : “ I don’t  believe  this  cork  ever  saved  anybody’s 
life  ; it  doesn’t  smell  as  though  it  had  ever  been  in  the 
water.” 

On  Thursday  two  London  gentlemen  (the  brothers 
Creasey)  had  over  201b.  of  nice  fish  from  Brandon.  Mr. 
Rolph  says  “ the  circumstances  are  very  favourable  for 
good  sport.” 

‘ ‘ Are  you  talking  to  yourself  or  to  the  fish  ? ” in- 
quired the  man  on  horseback,  reining  up.  ‘‘  To  the 
fish,”  answered  the  sun-burned  man  on  the  log,  intently 
watching  his  cork.  “lam  trying  to  draw  them  out.” 
And  he  dropped  them  a line. 


Ecpirts  tom  CIulis 

We  heg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  {to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning.  Thursday  night’s  clubs  or  meetings  by 
B.Tat  post  on  Friday  morning . Address  “ Editor,  Pishing 
Gazette.  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,” 
marked  “Club  Report  ” outside  envelope. 


Anglers’  Association.— The  monthly  delegate 
meeting  will  take  place  on  M onday  evening  next,  Dec.  18, 
at  8.30. — R.  Gburney. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.  — Since  my  last 
report  1 beg  to  ack  aowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
7s.  collected  at  the  competition  of  the  Slough  and 
Langley  Angling  Society.  At  the  committee  meeting  on 
Friday,  Dec.  8,  ^£12  was  granted  to  members  on  appli- 
cation. A member  who  had  been  to  the  Convalescent 
Home,  Dover,  attended  to  personally  thank  the  com- 
mittee for  their  grant,  and  gave  a very  satisfactory 
account  of  the  comforts  of  the  Home,  the  kindness 
shown  to  the  patients,  and  the  great  benefit  he  had 
derived  to  his  health,  as  he  described  he  felt  quite  a 
different  man.  The  next  meeting  of  the  committee  will 
take  place  on  Friday  evening,  Dec.  22,  at  8.30.— R. 
Ghurnet. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 

The  Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Nottiug-hill-gate. 
— The  members  met  on  the  13th.  The  Christmas  prize  out- 
ing will  take  place  on  the  17th  inst.,  from  Richmond  Foot- 
bridge to  Teddington  Weir  ; two  rods  ; all  fish  to  weigh- 
in  (bar  eels).  Any  member  using  live  bait  must  have 
them  clipped  by  sec.  or  chairman.  No  member  to  fish 
from  the  island  ; towpath  only.  We  have  a first-class 
lot  of  prizes  to  be  fished  for.  Members  only  can  com- 
pete who  have  paid  the  entrance  fee  on  the  13th. — B. 
Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place,  Lincoln’s-inn-tields. — On  Dec.  10,  Mr. 
Cutbush  saved  us  from  a blank  day  with  a few  good 
roach  and  dace.  On  Tuesday,  being  quarter  night,  some 
important  business  was  done.  Tae  following  officers 
were  elected  : Messrs.  Bird  and  Scott,  delegates  to  the 
“ Central  Masters  and  Drew,  auditors  ; Stewart  and 
Scott,  chairman  and  vice  respectively.  I hope  members 
will  not  forget  Mr.  Stretch,  j un.’s  benefit  on  Monday  next. 
— G.  Marriott. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square. — On  the  10th  inst.  a gallant  and 
prolonged  battle  with  wind  and  rain  resulted  in  a blank. 
The  Christmas  prizes  remain  open  to  be  fished  for  on 
Dec.  17  ; members  to  go  where  they  like.  We  had  a 
good  meeting  on  Wednesday  evening.  I would  remind 
all  members  that  next  Wednesday  will  be  quarterly 
night,  when  I hope  to  see  a good  muster. — F.  G. 
Hutchins. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea. — On  Dec.  10  Messrs. 
Lovett  and  Bailey  weighed-in  a nice  show  of  roach  and 
bream.  On  Dec.  17  we  fish  for  our  Christmas  prizes  in 
the  Thames,  from  Richmond  Foot  Bridge  to  Teddington 
Weir ; both  sides  of  the  river ; bank  only ; islands 
barred  ; all  fish  to  weigh,  and  private  lands  barred  ; 
all  cease  fishing  at  4 p.m. — J.  Rich. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road. — The  monthly  outing  to  Shep- 
perton  was  not  a success,  and,  owing  to  the  very 
boisterous  weather  prevailing,  only  one  of  the  fourteen 
members  taking  part  succeeded  in  obtaining  above  th ) 
stipulated  weight,  viz.,  Mr.  A.  Elston.  Members  are 
allowed  to  go  where  they  please  for  the  remainding 
three  prizes.  There  was  a large  attendance  at  Wed- 
nesday’s meeting,  another  new  member  nominated.  It 
was  decided  that  the  Christmas  outing  bo  held  at 
Windsor  on  17th  inst.  Upwards  of  thirty  prizes  have 
been  given  for  competition,  the  distribution  of  which 
will  take  place  at  the  clubhouse  on  Friday  next.  In 
connection  with  the  visit  of  South  London  clubs,  which 
has  been  fixed  for  Monday,  Jan.  8,  a grand  smoker  will 
be  held  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent, 
to  celebrate  the  removal  of  the  society  to  its  present 
headquarters,  the  company  and  assistance  of  brother 
anglers  will  be  esteemed. — D.  Davis. 

Anglers’  Pride  Angling  Society,  Princess  of 
Wales,  South-street,  Walworth. — We  fished  for  monthly 
prizes  at  Sunbury  on  Dec.  10,  when  only  two  were  taken— 
Mr.  J.  Savage,  first;  and  Mr.  Scutt,  second.  Wo  fish 
for  Christmas  prizes  at  Broxbourne,  Dec.  17.  Dec.  20 
vill  be  quarterly  night. — F.  Harman. 

Battersea  and  Earlsfield  United  Anglers’ 
Visiting  List,  The  Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  S.W. 
— On  the  11th  inst.  a meeting  of  delegates  on  the  above 
list  took  place  to  arrange  next  visit.  It  was  decided 
that  the  Battersea  United  Piscatorials  receive  it  at  their 
clubhouse.  The  Lord  Ranelagh,  Verona-street,  S.  W.,  on 
Monday,  Jan.  8,  when  anglers  and  friends  will  be  made 
heartily  welcome.  As  their  clubhouse  has  been  rebuilt, 
it  will  well  repay  a visit,  the  cases  of  preserved  fish 
forming  a great  attraction. — A.  Trowbridge. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen’s 
Hotel,  Queen’s-road,  Battersea. — We  fish  for  the  Christ- 
mas prizes  at  Twickenham,  towpath  only,  on  the  17th, 
from  Glover’s  Island  to  Teddington  Lock.  'Three  private 
prizes  also  added.  Train  8.13  from  Clapham  Junction  ; 
cease  fishing  four  o’clock,  returning  by  five  o’clock  from 
Twickenham.  All  members  can  compete. — Geo,  Mum- 
ford. 

Battersea  United  Piscatorials,  Verona-street, 
S-W. — On  the  7th  inst.  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Mackrell 
had  a nice  show  of  fish  from  Christchurch.  A special 
meeting  is  called  for  on  Wednesday  next,  it  being 
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quarterly  night,  when  all  membera  are  reciuestod  to  clear 
the  hooka.  On  8th  Jan.  we  receive  a viait  from  the  cluba 
on  the  Batteraoa  and  Earlsfield  Angling  List,  when  we 
hope  to  entertain  the  whole  of  the  cluba  in  Batteraea  in 
full  force.  Our  clubhouse  is  only  a few  minutoa’  walk 
from  Clapham  Junction. — A.  Trowbridge. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street. — The  members  of  the 
above  fished  a competition  at  Amberley,  on  the  10th 
inst.,  for  their  December  series  of  prizes,  but  owing  to 
the  strong  wind,  and  water  being  very  thick  and  high, 
very  few  fish  were  taken.  Result:  A.  Conn,  two  fish, 
bream  and  roach,  the  later  l|lb.,  first;  W.  Taylor, 
21b.  5Joz.,  bream  and  roach,  second  ; and  G.  Payne, 
11b.  15oz.,  bream,  third.  Competition  for  Christmas 
prizes  on  the  17th,  place  and  condition  to  be  decided  at 
the  weekly  meeting  on  the  14th. — A.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street.— Several  of  our  members  were  out 
on  the  10th  inst.,  and  the  following  weighed-in ; Mr. 
Wheelhouse,  roach ; Mr.  Downes,  chub.  I hope  mem- 
bers will  not  forget  that  Dec.  17  is  the  day  of  our  next 
match  ; conditions  are  from  Richmond  Bridge  to  Ted- 
dington  Lock,  towpath  only.  Train  leaves  Waterloo  at 
8 a.m.,  returning  from  Richmond  at  6.26.  Referee  and 
starter,  Mr.  Sommerville. — J.  Foster. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  W.C.— On  Dec.  10  the  members 
fished  for  the  Christmas  prizes,  but  the  weather  being  so 
rough  they  only  had  a poor  return  for  their  trouble, 
Mr.  H.  Davis  taking  first  prize  with  dace.  The 
remaining  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  Dec.  17,  from 
Ware  Bridge  to  Hertford.  Two  rods,  jack  barred.  Mr. 

J.  Pails  had  a show  of  roach  on  Wednesday  last,  the 
heaviest  one  being  over  lib.  in  weight.  Mr.  J.  Pails 
won  the  jack  bag  in  the  draw. — T.  Brown. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  Britannia,  Clarendon- 
road. — The  members  of  the  above  society  fished  their 
Christmas  outing  in  the  Running  Pound  on  Nov.  21,  two 
prizes  only  being  won,  viz.,  Mr.  Shaw,  first;  Mr. 
Hamilton,  second.  On  Dec.  3 the  inembers  fished  again, 
and  only  one  prize  taken,  by  Mr  .Griffiths.  It  was  fished 
for  again  on  Dec.  10,  and  only  one  prize  taken  by  Mr. 
Dean.  Dec.  17  will  be  the  last  day  to  fish  for  the 
remaining  prizes.  The  distribution  of  the  prizes  will 
take  place  on  Thursday,  Dec.  21.— F.  Stainford. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society.— On  Dec.  10  we  com- 
peted for  Christmas  prizes  at  Shiplake,  but  no  prizes 
were  won.  A saloon  carriage  was  reserved  for  us  each 
way.  En  route  we  were  regaled  by  a splendid  lunch, 
also  on  the  return  journey  a substantial  repast,  pro- 
vided for  by  our  esteemed  host,  Mr.  Rome.  At  our 
return  visit  sixteen  clubs  were  represented,  and  an 
enjoyable  evening  spent.  The  Anglers’  Benevolent  box 
was  found  to  contain  £2  lOs.  The  members  will  fish  for 
the  Christmas  prizes  on  Dec.  17  ; go  where  they  please, 
but  that  day’s  fish  only  to  weigh.  Mr.  Rome  has  weighed- 
in  some  chub  during  the  week. — J.  H. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley.- Our  members  were  out  for  the  second 
time,  for  Christmas  prizes,  on  the  10th  inst.,  the  follow- 
ing being  successful : Mr.  Oakes,  4th  prize ; Mr.  B. 
Bissell,  6th;  Mr.  Tucker,  6th;  Mr.  Randell,  7th;  all 
taken  with  roach.  Mr.  C.  Parmenter  and  J.  Watkins 
weighed-in  roach  from  other  waters.  I wish  to  inform 
our  absent  members  that  the  17th  inst.  will  be  the  last 
day  to  compete  for  the  remaining  prizes.  'There  are 
several  good  prizes  still  remaining.— J.  Watkins. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  'Town,  E.  — Several 
members  were  out  on  the  10th  inst.,  some  having  fish, 
but  were  too  late  to  weigh-in.  Our  books  will  be 
audited  on  the  18th  inst.  Mr.  G.  Howell  and  Mr.  J. 
Allen  were  elected  auditors.  Wednesday  next,  the  20th 
inst.,  will  be  quarterly  night,  when  I hope  to  see  a good 
muster. — O.  Jones. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society.  — The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— 
On  the  10th  inst.  the  members  of  this  society  journeyed 
to  Woking  Broad  Meads  to  compete  for  twenty-one 
prizes,  but  only  two  prizes  were  taken — Messrs.  A. 
Bowater,  21b.  5oz.,  first;  T.  Briggs,  5ioz.  roach,  second. 
Members  please  note  that  on  the  17th  inst.  we  fish  for 
the  remaining  prizes  (roving).  All  to  goon  the  morning. 
Usual  conditions  ; all  fish  to  weigh  except  jack.  Distri- 
bution to  take  place  on  Thursday,  Dec.  21st.— G.  T. 
Jameson. 

Clifton  Angling  Association.— Notice  is  hereby 
given  that  the  tenth  annual  general  meeting  will  be  held 
at  the  Queen’s  Hotel,  Clifton,  on  Tuesday  evening, 
Dec.  19, 1893,  at  8 p.m  , when  the  attendance  of  members 
is  requested. — J.  W.  Cundall. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington. — On  the  10th  inst.  sport 
was  very  tame,  Mr.  White  saving  us  a blank  with  bream 
and  roach.  On  Tuesday,  Dec.  26,  we  have  a smoking 
concert,  when  we  should  like  to  see  as  many  friends  as 
possible. — E.  J.  M. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  the  10th  inst.  several 
members  again  competed  for  the  Christmas  prizes,  with 
no  better  luck  than  on  the  previous  occasion.  Mr.  Poore 
again  saved  us  from  a blank  with  some  very  handsome 
dace  and  roach.  The  remaining  Christmas  prizes  will 
again  be  competed  for  on  the  17th  ; same  conditions. 
On  the  19th  inst.  our  half-yearly  distribution  of  prips 
will  take  place,  when  anyone  who  likes  to  pay  us  a visit 
will  meet  with  a cordial  welcome.  Ladies  invited. 

S.  Malbt.  , ™ . 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Chesnut-road,  Tottenham. 
— Eleven  members  competed  for  the  four  prizes  given 
by  Messrs.  Collier,  Dyer,  Ashmore,  and  Burnett  on 
Dec.  10  in  very  stormy  weather.  Mr.  Day,  1st, 


winning  Mr.  Collier’s  roach  pole  with  a fine  show'  of 
roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Salmon,  2ud,  taking  Mr.  Dyer’s 
prize  with  a good  tray  of  dace;  Mr.  Ashmore,  3rd, 
taking  Mr.  Burnett’s  prize;  and  Mr.  Burnett  taking 
the  4th  prize  given  by  Mr.  Ashmore,  Mr.  Mvles  being 
only  beaten  by  ioz.  for  4th  prize.  Messrs.  Dyer,  Dun- 
ford,  Price,  and  Henery  also  showed  in  fish.  A general 
meeting  will  be  hold  at  headquarters  on  Dec.  19,  at 
8 p.m.  All  members  are  specially  requested  to  attend. 

— Jno.  Dyer. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross-road,  Tottenham. — On  Dec.  21  Mr.  A.  Langton’s 
prize  will  be  competed  for  at  Cheshunt.  Members 
in  arrears  with  the  subscription  and  the  Preservation 
Fund  are  requested  to  settle  before  the  beginning  of 
the  new  year.  I hope  many  members  will  compete  this 
week  for  Mr.  J.  Claydon’s  prize. — W.  H.  Tuck. 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
Goswell-road.— On  Dec.  10  Mr.  Biggs  saved  us  from  a 
blank  with  a few  nice  roach  and  dace  (51b.  9Joz.)  from 
Amberley.  The  next  return  visit  on  the  Central  will 
take  place  on  Monday,  Jan.  15. — J.  W.  Biggs. 

General  Post  Office  Angling  Society.  — Mr. 

J.  W.  Atmore,  fishing  Virginia  Water  (through  the  kind- 
ness of  Prince  Christian),  took  a fine  pike  of  18Jlb. ; 
this  fish,  when  opened,  was  found  to  contain  one  of  its 
own  species,  weighing  about  3Jlb.,  with  only  its  head 
digested,  the  other  part  of  body  being  in  good  condition. 
Mr.  H.  Groves  also  had  a fine  show  of  roach  from  the 
Blackwater,  forty-nine  fish,  weighing  23jlb.  I shall  be 
glad  if  those  members  of  this  society  who  intend  to  join 
the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  will  send  in  their  names 
as  soon  as  possible. — L.  W.  Donne. 

General  Preservation  Fund. — Since  my  last 
report  I beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt 
of  10 j.  6d.,  Enterprise;  10s.,  Golden  Barbel;  2a.  6d. 
City  of  London.— R.  Ghurney. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon.road, 
N. — Mr.  W.  Laurence  and  Mr.  Hall  had  a few  roach  on 
Dec.  10.  We  shall  have  an  entertainment  on  Monday, 
Jan.  8,  given  by  Mr.  Hoyle,  of  the  N.L.A.  Society, 
entitled  “ Two  Rivera  of  the  West,”  with  dissolving 
views,  for  the  benefit  of  the  A.  B.  Fund,  when  brother 
anglers  and  friends  are  invited.  A smoking  concert  will 
take  place  afterwards. — A.  Payne. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Foley-street. — On  the  loth  inst.  Mr.  Guynanhad  4lb.  of 
dace,  Mr.  W.  Bowring  nearly  31b.  of  roach,  Mr.  Crimmin 
one  small  jack,  31b.  lOoz.,  and  Mr.  Hall  perch— all  from 
the  Thames.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Pask  had  a small  show  of 
fine  roach,  two  going  15|oz.,  in  all  seven  fish,  each  from 
the  Lea.  Tuesday  next  will  be  our  monthly  social 
evening,  when  I hope  to  see  a full  attendance. — John 
Goatley. 

Grange  Angling  Society.  — The  fortnightly 
meeting  was  held  on  the  7th  inst.  Mr.  George  Wood 
was  elected  in  the  chair,  and  was_  supported  by  a good 
attendance  of  members.  The  minutes  of  last  meeting 
were  read  and  confirmed.  Mr.  Wood  was  unanimously 
awarded  the  prize  given  by  Mr.  H.  Curley  for  October. 
Mr.  Green  gave  notice  of  motion  that  the  meetings  be 
held  every  alternate  Thursday,  instead  of  the  first 
and  third  Thursday  in  each  month.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  the  meeting  on  the  21st  inst.,  to 
discuss  the  matter,  Mr.  Wood  was  awarded  a hearty 
vote  of  thanks  for  presiding,  which  having  been  duly 
acknowledged  Mr.  J.  H.  Rich  occupied  the  chair  for  the 
remainder  of  the  evening.  Several  capital  songs  were 
sung  by  Messrs.  Lucas,  Chris.  Greene,  Tagg,  J.  H. 
Rich,  and  Ryder,  which  brought  a very  pleasant  evening 
to  a close. — W.  R. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— A special  general 
meeting  was  held  last  Tuesday,  on  matters  of  impor- 
tance, when  Dr.  Patterson  was  in  the  chair.  The  busi- 
ness was  adjourned  until  next  Tuesday,  at  eight. 

Hearts  of  Oak.— As  none  of  the  prizes  were  taken 
on  Deo.  10,  they  will  be  fished  for  again  on  Dec.  17.  Go 
where  they  please  (on  the  morning  of  match  only). 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  Holloway.— Several  of  our  members 
were  out  on  the  10th,  but  returned  without  fish.  Atten- 
tion is  called  to  anglers  of  a notice  appearing  in  another 
column  respecting  a testimonial  being  raised  to  the 
widow  of  the  late  J.  E.  Wheatley.  Members  are  re- 
quested to  attend  next  Wednesday.— G.  H.  Ruther- 
FORD. 

Horseferry  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Clarence, 
Horseferry-road,  Westminster.— Tiie  members  competed 
for  several  prizes  at  Sunbury  on  Dec.  10,  Mr.  Jones 
taking  first,  and  Mr.  Brothewood  second  prize.  The 
quarterly  meeting  takes  place  on  Wednesday  next,  when 
it  is  hoped  all  members  will  be  present. — F.  Taylor. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.  — On 
Deo.  10  A.  Hattemore  weighed-in  41b.  13oz.  roach,  one 
fish  11b.  4oz.  ; W.  Cooper,  chnb.  The  Christmas  prizes 
will  be  presented  on  'Thursday,  Dec.  21.— R.  Ghurney. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Red 
Lion,  Portland-street.— On  Dec.  10  we  fished  a pegged- 
down  match  at  Tagg’s  Island,  as  follows  : Mr.  Wilson, 
dace,  first.  The  remaining  prizes  will  be  fished  off  on 
Dec.  17 ; go  where  you  please  ; bank  only.  Mr.  Fitz- 
gerald weighed-in  roach. — Snap. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddle- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — We  met  on  Tuesday  last, 
when  the  minutes  were  confirmed,  Mr.  Blackman  in  the 
chair,  when  a new  member  was  proposed  who  will  be 
balloted  for  next  meeting  night. — J.  H.  Herbert; 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society.— Only  one  of  the 
batch  of  prizes  fished  for  on  Dec.  10  was  taken,  Mr.  T.  W. 
Garrard  being  the  winner.  The  remaining  four  will  be 
competed  for  on  the  31st  inst.  There  were  four  special 
prizes  fished  for  on  the  13th  inst.,  only  two  were  taken. 


Messrs.  G.  Nunn  and  II.  Butt  being  the  winners.  'The 
remaining  two,  with  three  added  prizes,  will  be  competed 
for  on  Wednesday,  the  27th  inst.  Full  particulars  of 
these  prizes  can  be  obtained  at  the  clubhouse.  H.  B. 

King’s  Angling  Association,  King’s  Head  Hotel, 
Chancery-lane,  Ardwick,  Manchester. — The  members  of 
this  club  held  their  first  smoking  concert  on  the  24th 
inst.  at  the  headquarters  (King’s  Head  Hotel,  Chancery- 
lane,  Ardwick),  and  from  the  foliowing  programme 
absent  members  will  see  that  they  missed  a pleasant  and 
cheerful  night:  Song,  “Anchored,”  Mr.  'T.  B. 

Lattimer ; song,  “ Better  Land,”  Mr.  S.  Brooks  ; comic 


song,  “ Jobson  Brown,”  Mr.  Hayes  ; song,  “ In  Days  of 
Old,”  Mr.  S.  Brooks  (the  old  veteran);  song,  “Golden 
Life,”  Mr.  S.  Brooks  ; song,  “ Hybrus  the  Cretan,”  Mr. 

T.  B.  Lattimer  duet,  “ Excelsior,”  Messrs.  Lattimer  and 
Brooks  ; comic,  “There  is  a Tavern,”  Mr.  Hayes  ; song, 
“Thy  Sentinel  am  I,”  Mr.  Lattimer;  song,  “Dear 
Home  Land,”  Mr.  S.  Brooks  ; song,  “ Comrades,”  Mr. 
W.  'T.  Hughes.  Special  praise  was  due  to  Mr.  T.  B. 
Lattimer  tor  the  able  manner  in  which  he  organised 
this  first  “ smoker.”  The  usual  votes  of  thanks  to  the 
chairman  (Mr.  Wolfe),  vice  (Mr.  Hill),  accompanist 
(Mr.  Proctor),  and  the  host  of  the  house  (Mr.  T.  B. 
Lattimer)  brought  a pleasant  evening  to  a close. — 
Secretary.  [Received  too  late  for  insertion  last 
week.] 

Lincoln  [Angling  Society,  The  Metropolitan, 
Winchester-street. — On  the  10th  inst.  the  members 
fished  for  eleven  prizes  at  Windsor,  only  two  of  the 
same  being  taken,  on  account  of  the  bad  weather,  Mr. 
Watling  first,  Mr.  Nelson  second.  The  nine  remaining 
■ prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  Dec.  17,  roving  ; all  to  start 
on  the  morning.  Mr.  J.  Cook  was  proposed  a working 
member,  and  will  be  balloted  for  in  the  usual  way  next 
week. — "V^.  Watling. 

Mitre  Brothers,  Mitre  Tavern,  Kingsgate-street, 
Holborn. — At  our  meeting  on  the  11th  inst.  a lot  of 
business  was  transacted,  and  prizes,  generously  given 
by  our  host  and  Mr.  Rich,  were  added  to  our  list  to  be 
fished  for  on  the  17th.  Also  5s.  was  voted  from  the 
funds  for  the  River  Preservation  Fund. — A.  'Toplis. 

New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society,  Duke  of  Kent, 
Old  Kent-road. — Last  week  members  fished  in  Hamp- 
shire for  a Fifteen  Guinea  Challenge  Cup,  and  other 
prizes.  The  water  was  very  bright,  but  a nice  show  of 
roach,  dace,  and  chub  were  caught  by  competitors  and 
members.  [The  prize  winners  were  : 1st,  Mr.  C.  Davis 
(who  takes  the  cup  for  the  season,  and  ^2  2s.) ; 2nd, 
Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews,  .£1  Is. ; 3rd,  Mr.  R.  Mdud,  lOs.  6d. 
Mr.  Boorman,  a member  of  the  South  London,  and  an  hon. 
member  of  our  society,  ran  the  cup  holder  very  closely. 
The  prizes  were  for  the  best  three  roach,  and  the  gross 
weight  of  roach  over  eight  inches.  The  prize  for  the  latter 
(presented  at  a previous  meeting  from  W.  F.  Grimmett) 
was  secured  by  Mr.  C.  Davis.  At  a meeting  to-night 
[Thursday,  Dec.  14),  committee  business  was  transacted 
and  a programme  to  the  end  of  the  season  was  drawn  up, 
and  several  competitions  were  arranged  for.  It  was 
also  decided  to  invite  Mr.  G.  Hoyle  to  read  his  paper, 
“Two  Rivers  of  the  West,”  illustrated  by  the  lantern, 
on  Feb.  2.  The  society  voted  5s.  to  the  River  Keepers’ 
Dinner,  and  Messrs.  Grimmett  and  Newbury  also  gave 
2s.  6d.  towards  it. — A.  E.  Baldwin. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  143, 
Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.— Uur  members  went  to 
Bures,  on  Dec.  10,  to  fish  for  Christmas  prizes,  when 
the  following  were  successful:  Messrs.  G.  Daycock, 
1st ; C.  Lamb,  jun.,  2nd  ; C.  Drawbridge,  3rd  ; A.  Lewis, 
4th;  J.  Eaton,'  5th;  C.  Limb,  sen.,  6ffi.  Our  members 
again  go  to  Bures  on  Deo.  17,  for  the  remaining  five 
prizes.  The  prizes  will  be  given  away  Friday,  Dec.  22. 
— A.  Lewis. 

North  London  Angling  Club,  The  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road,  N.— On  Deo.  10  Mr.  H.  Stretch  weighed- 
in  bream  from  Amberley.  On  Dec.  17  we  fish  for  prizes 
at  Teddington  ; all  to  book  to  Richmond  from  Highbury 
by  the  7.55,  and  return  by  the  5.45.  On  Monday  next, 
Dec.  18,  a benefit  concert  takes  place  at  the  above  for 
the  benefit  of  Mr.  W.  Stretch,  when  I hope  his  friends 
will  rally  round  him,  as  he  has  always  been  one  of  the 
first  to  assist  others  with  his  pocket  and  services.— W. 

Hayes.  . x-  r 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society,  King  of 
Prus.sia,  Bevenden-street,  N, — On  Dec.  10  several  of  our 
members  fished  for  Christmas  prizes,  but  owing  to  the 
weather  only  four  were  won  as  follows : Messrs.  S. 
Wood,  31b.  3oz.,  1st;  J.  Bygrave,  sen.,  2lb.  lloz.,  2nd; 
F.  Wood,  21b.  6oz.,  3rd,  all  roach;  and  Mr.  C.  Town- 
send 4th,  perch.  The  remaining  prizes  will  be  com- 
peted for  on  Dec.  17.  On  Tuesday,  the  12th  inst.,  Mr. 
J Bygrave,  sen.,  had  a nice  show  of  roach  (between  91b. 
and  101b.)  largest  over  lib.— J.  Cuthbert. 

Penge  Angling  Society,  'The  Lord  Palmerston, 
Maple-road,  Penge,  S.E.— Mr.  Menear  weighed-in  roach 
from  Amberley  on  Dec.  3,  largest  fish  lib.  8Joz. 
Several  members  were  out  on  Dec.  10,  but  owing  to  the 
rough  weather  very  few  had  fish.  Mr.  Menear  weighed- 
in  one  bream,  21b.  foz.,  and  Mr.  Taylor  one  roach,  lOoz., 
from  Amberley.— W.  F.  Field. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — On  the  10th  inst.  we  had  a fine  show  of  fish 
for  the  Christmas  prizes.  Mr.  Boulller,  1st,  with 
131b.  lOJoz.  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Elbourn,  2nd,  121b. 
jack,  largest  61b.  14cz. ; Mr.  Chapman,  3rd,  31b.  llioz. 
jack  ; and  Mr.  Boxall,  4th,  31b.  lljoz.  Messrs.  Little, 
Heelas,  Mares,  Brown,  Dove,  Keillier,  Beyer,  Carr,  A. 
Chapman,  and  F.  Dove,  all  had  various  sport.  The 
order  of  the  prizes  were— Mr.  Charles  Davis’s  turkey 
(251b.) ; Messrs.  Barrett  and  Goode’s  leg  of  mutton, 
bushel  of  potatoes,  and  bunches  of  turnips  ; Mr.  Kiel- 
lier’s  turkey;  and  Old  Bill’s  pair  of  fow’s.— H.  W. 
Morgan, 
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Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rising  Snn, 
Harper  - street,  New  Kent-road.-  On  the  10th  inst.  Mr. 
Mitcliell  weighed-in  .sis  cl)ub  from  the  Thames.  ( )n 
Wednesday  Mr.  T-  Line  weighed-in  a few  roach  and  dace. 
I hope  members  will  attend  in  force  on  Wednesday  next 
to  arrange  our  next  monthly  outing,  also  if  members  will 
be  kind  enough  to  clear  the  books  they  will  oblige. — E. 
Ptne. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle.  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — A concert  will 
be  held  on  Dec.  18,  when  a testimonial  will  bo  presented 
to  Mr.  French  for  rescuinsr  a brother  angler  from 
drowning.  Mr.  .Jennings  will  preside,  faced  by  Mr.  ,T. 
Harris.  We  fish  for  twenty-four  prizes  on  Dec.  17,  from 
Windsor  Bridge  to  Monkey  Island  ; all  start  by  first  train. 
Full  particulars  on  the  morning  from  Mr.  Wheeler. — W. 
Bowter. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials,  Queen’s  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  N.W.  — Dec.  10. — Mr.  Norris  weighed-in  a brace 
of  nice  jack.  Deo.  10. — Concert  took  place,  which  was 
a great  success.  Many  thanks  are  due  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  Marylebone,  and  Jubilee  Anglers  for  their  very 
able  support.  Dec.  J !.  — Roving  match  takes  idaco.  ~ 
W.  H.  Roberts. 

E.oyal  George' Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Batem.an-street. — On  the  lOtli  inst.  fjnly  one  member 
weighed-in,  Mr.  Shaw,  sen.,  ro.aoh.  On  the  1.3di  inst.  it 
was  decided  to  fish  our  Christmas  outing  at  Wimlsor. 
Members  to  start  by  either  South  or  Croat  Western 
Railway,  and  all  meet  on  Windsor  Biidge.  A committee 
meeting  is  called  for  Wednesday,  the  27th  inst.— 

J.  ClBBON.S. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Cohorn  Arms, 
Coborn-roail,  Low,  E. — On  Dec.  10  A.  Barclay  weiglicd- 
in  roxch,  111b.  12^oz.  Oar  return  visit  was  a decided 
success,  there  being  representatives  from  twenty-five 
clubs.  Lturing  the  evening  the  following  contributed  to 
the  harmony  : Messr.s.  AV.  Midsou.  J.  Jones,  Bagshaw, 
Gretton.  Watkins,  E.  Perry,  G.  lUrcIay,  G.  Bowd, 
Ac.  I th.ank  those  who  attended  on  that  occasion.  A 
benefit  will  take  place  at  the  above  house  on  Dec.  1.8 
for  W.  AVells  (a  memlier),  who  has  been  in  reduced  cir- 
cumstances for  considerable  time. — A.  Barclay. 

St.  John’s  Angling  Society,  Empress  of  Ru=sia, 
St.  John-street-road.  Clerkenwell. — We  had  a nice  show 
of  fish  on  Dec.  1(1,  Mr  Thorling  being  first  with  71b.  of 
nice  roach.  On  Wednesday  last  we  ha<l  a good  meeting, 
when  it  was  decided  to  fish  for  three  prizes  on  the  17th 
and  21th  inst.,  members  to  go  where  they  please.  We 
also  h.ad  another  working  member  nominated.  Members 
will  oblige  by  attending  next  AVednesday,  as  there  are 
several  important  questions  to  discuss.— F.  Thorlino. 

St.  Luke’s  Brothers  Angling  Society.  — Our 
members  were  out  for  our  monthly  prizes  on  Deo.  lit, 
but  only  two  of  the  members  had  fish:  Mr.  R.  Bulle- 
niore,  roach  and  dace  (largest  dace,  OJaz  );  and  Mr. 
Connolly,  dace. — G.  Young. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate-street,  I,ambeth.  — On  Tuesday  night  the 
quarterly  club  prizes  were  handed  over  to  the  following 
winners  by  our  worthy  chairman,  Mr.  G.  Ballinger  : Mr. 

J.  T.  AVright,  first ; J.  AVright,  second  ; Mr.  W.  Wink, 
third:  Mr.  T.  Stevens,  fourth.  Mr.  G.  Ballinger  and 
Mr.  J.  T.  Wright  were  elected  auditors  for  the  past 
quarter.  The  usual  donation  to  Ihe  annual  river  keepers’ 
dinner  was  voted  from  the  fnnds  of  the  club.  It  is  an 
entertainment  that  every  club  should  subscribe  towards, 
especially  all  Thames  anglers. — J.  AVright. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Nevill  Arms,  Nevill- 
road,  Stoke  Newington. — We  had  a good  muster  of 
members  on  AVednesday  last,  Mr.  Jardine  in  the  chair, 
who  very  ably  presided  over  onr  meeting.  Our  roving 
competition,  Dec.  10  last,  was  not  a gre.at  success,  only 
three  prizes  being  taken  by  Messrs.  J.  Grnper,  J. 
Edwards,  and  W.  Orchard.  The  remaining  three  are  to 
be  fished  for  upon  the  same  terms  as  before  on  Dec.  17. 

— J.  G.  Laing. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Grafton 
Arms,  Grafton-street. — At  our  outing  for  Christma-s 
prizes  seventeen  members  competed,  but  only  seven 
succeeded  in  getting  fish  : Mr.  North,  roach,  first, 
21b.  4|oz.  : J.  AVright,  second,  roach,  21b.  OJoz.  ; Mr.  C. 
Holmes,  third,  roach,  Hb.  Coz.  ; Petrie,  fourth,  roach, 
lib.  2oz.  ; E.  AVright,  fifth,  roach,  llfoz.  ; G.  Smith, 
sixth,  roach  and  dace  ; and  Robins,  seventh,  roach.  The 
remaining  prizes  will  he  fished  for  by  those  members 
(hat  comiieted  only,  and  not  having  won  a prize,  and 
there  is  no  restriction  as  to  place.— G.  B.  Bum  by. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane.  On  Dec.  lb  Mr.  Fletcher  had  a nice  jack, 
fiVb.  On  Tne.eday  last  it  was  decided  that  all  fish 
eanght  after  12  p.m.,  Saturday,  Doc.  22,  might  he 
weighed-inon  Tuesday  evening,  rtee.2(l,  so  that  members 
need  not  break  their  holiday. — Pei.ic.vn. 

Slough  and  Langley  Angling  Society,  Club 
House,  Dolphin  Hotel,  Slough.  — Onr  members  fished  a 
maleh  for  Chiistmas prizes  at  AA’indsnron  the  Ibth  inst. 
lint  met  with  very  poor  suoeess— only  one  prize  taken 
Mr.  Conling,  with  jack,  31h.  AVe  shall  continue  the 
match  on  the  17th  inst.  in  the  Grand  Junction  Canal  for 
the  remaining  six  prizes. — R.  Jenkins. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Hope, 
Pollard  6-row.  T he  members  of  the  above  were  out  on 
the  10th  inst.,  for  < 'hristmas  prizes,  at  'Poddington  for 
seven  prizes:  Mr.  Sayce,  first,  with  perch;  Mr.  Harris 
ppcond,  with  d.ace  ; Mr.  Hart,  third,  with  dace  ; Mr  u’ 
Spcneeloy,  dace  ; Mr.  Rosamond,  dace;  Mr.  H.  Spenoe- 
lcy,daee.  Six  prizes  beirg  taken,  only  one  left  over. 
Mr.  D.  Marks,  fishing  elsewhere,  had  a nice  show  of 
roach  (Jib.  12^oz.).— T.  Sayce. 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  23.5,  Gamberwell-ro:xd.  On  Dec.  17  w6  fish  for 


three  prizes  at  Bures.  Two  honorary  members  were 
I elected  last  week  and  one  this  week. — ,t.  J.  P. 

Soxxth  London  United  Anglers’  'Visiting  List.— 
I The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  be  to  the  Anchor  and 
j Hope  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Duke  of  Kent,  Old 
Kent-i'oad,  on  Monday,  Jan.  8,  18J1,  this  being  the  first 
date  their  club-room  will  be  disengaged.— A.  Conn. 

^ "Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and 
j Dragon,  Vauxhall  Cross. — AVe  fished  at  ’I’wickenham 
on  Dec.  10.  when  only  five  prizes  were  taken  out  of 
thirteen.  The  following  were  the  winners  : Mr.  Betts 
1st ; Mr.  Pain,  2nd  ; Mr.  Gam,  3rd,  Mr.  Phillips,  -4th  ; 

I Mr.  Joseph,  5th.  The  remainder  are  to  be  fished  for  on 
pec  17(go  where  you  like).  In  the  event  of  the  prizes  not 
being  all  won,  they  are  to  bo  drawn  for.  AVe  had  a good 
I meeting  on  the  12th,  Mr.  Phillips  in  the  chxir.  The  pre- 
setitation  of  onr  Christmas  prizes  takes  place  on 
Friday,  22nd,  when  a smoker  will  follow.  Visitors 
invited.  — H.  C. 

Waltham  Brothex-s  Augliixg  Society,  King’s 
Arms.— C.  S.iville  had  a jick  of  41b.  last  xveak,  and  A. 
Shambrooke  one  of  31b.  2oz.  l\Iessr.s.  Simmons,  Chap- 
man, anil  Inpwood  have  had  small  roach,  and  J. 
j AVilliams  had  a few  small  perch.  No  other  items  wm-th 
mentioning.  Next  me(  ting  (yearly  meeting)  on  Dec.  2;). — 
A.  G.  Beach. 

j Walworth  Waltonious,  St.  Paul’s  Tavern,  AVal- 
worth,  S.E,  At  the  meeting  on  Dec.  13,  it  xvas  carried 
I Giat  the  six  lapsed  prizes  from  the  Sunday  competition 
be  fished  for  on  Doc.  17  (open  competition).  'Phere  are 
eight  prizes  for  AA^oInesday,  Dec.  20,  to  he  fished  for  ; 
same  conditions,  and  all  members  clear  on  the  books 
arc  eligible  to  take  prizes  in  both  competition.  I am 
sorry  to  have  to  announce  the  death  of  one  of  onr  oldest 
members,  Mr.  Tom  Pearson,  who  was  interred  at  Nun- 
head  Cemetery  on  Monday  last.  We  have  lost  a good 
member  — a good,  kind,  and  thorough  sportsman, 
respected  by  all  that  knew  him. — Chas.  Hibble. 

.Wellington  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-streot,  Walworth,  S E — A number  of  mem- 
bers were  out  at  Burpham  on  the  3rd  inst.,  hut  only  two 
of  tlie  prizes  were  taken,  the  first  by  Mr.  Gordon,  with 
bream  ; second  by  Mr.  Field,  with  ro.xch  and  dace.  At 
onr  quarterly  meeting  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson  was  elecle.l 
chairman,  and  Mr.  A.  Gorras  vice-chairmxn  for  the 
ensuing  quarter,  and  Messrs.  AVestohy  and  Gamble  were 
appointed  delegates  to  the  Anglers’  Association.  The 
Christinas  competition,  for  eleven  prizes,  will  take  place 
at  Hamilton  Court  on  the  17th  inst.,  from  Molesey  Lock 
to  Lambeth  AVaterworks;  all  fish  to  weigh;  two  rods 
allowed.  The  prizes  not  taken  in  the  Dec.  competition 
are  also  available  to  be  fished  for. — C.  W. 

West  Haiix  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratfoixi. — Since  my  last  report 
the  following  members  weighed-in  fish  : Mr.  C.  Maxted, 
21b.  llxz.  of  roach  ; Mr.  Simmons,  lib.  2oz.  of  roach  ; 
Mr.  Hobbs,  11b.  llj'oz.  of  roach;  Mr.  F.  Horner, 
lib.  5^oz.  of  roach  ; Mr.  T.  Kenny,  also  roach.  I hope 
members  will  not  forget  our  mxtohon  Dec.  17  for  seven- 
teen prizes  at  Langford.  Train  leaves  Stratford  at 
/.50a.m.  on  Fridxy,  Dec.  22.  We  have  a smoking  con- 
cert to  give  the  above  prizes  ; all  anglers  are  welcome. — 
R.  Lowther. 

West  London  Angling  Clxxb,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith.— Our  /pxarterly  meeting  was  held  on  the 
/th  inst.  : Mr.  AV.  H.  Elsmore  and  Mr.  AV.  Cox,  jun., 
were  re-elected  to  the  posts  of  chairm.an  and  vice-chair- 
man for  the  ensuing  quarter.  Our  chairman  and  Mr. 
Brittain  volunteered  to  continue  as  delegates.  Mr.  Geo. 
Ramsay  weighed-in  a roach,  11b.  IS^oz.,  on  the  3rd 
inst.,  from  Amberley.  Mr.  Elsmore  was  out  on  Thurs- 
day at  Bure.s,  but  had  a very  unfortunate  day,  having 
only  a few  roach  and  a jack,  3.jlb.  Our  next  matches 
ate  arranged  tor  Jan.  land  7. — J.  J.  Hunter. 


The  Brook. 

I looked  in  the  brook  and  saw  a face  — 

Ileigh-ho,  but  a child  was  I ! 

There  were  rushes  and  xvillows  in  that  place, 

And  they  clutched  at  the  brook  as  the  brook  ran  by  ; 
And  the  brook  it  ran  its  own  sweet  way. 

As  a child  doth  run  in  heedless  play. 

And  as  it  ran  I heard  it  say  ; 

“ Hasten  with  mo 
To  the  roistering  sea 

That  is  wu'oth  with  the  fi;xme  of  the  morning  sky  ! ” 

I look  in  the  brook  and  see  a face- 
Heigh-ho,  hut  the  years  go  by  ! 

The  rushes  are  dead 'in  the  old-time  place, 

Anil  the  willows  I knew  when  a child  was  I ; 

And  the  brook  itseonieth  to  me  to  say. 

As  ever  itstealeth  on  its  way — 

Solemnly  now,  and  not  in  play  ; 

“ Oh,  come  with  mo 
To  the  slumbrous  sea 

1 hat  is  grey  with  the  peace  of  the  evening  sky  I ” 
Heigh-ho,  but  the  years  go  by — 

I would  to  God  that  a child  were  T I 

Eugene  Field. 


In  the  South  Sea  Blands  a crab  is  found  that  runs 
nearly  as  fast  as  a man,  and  that  easily  climbs  trees. 

Did  He  AhxTE?— A few, years  ago  an  ofiicial  attempted 

to  obtain  some  information  relating  to  the  natural 
history  of  the  alligator,  and  particularly  .as  to  its  habits. 
Letters  containing  queries  were  sent  to  many  persons  in 
Iionisiana  who  hunted  ’gators,  and  some  funny  replies 
were  received.  “ Has  the  alligator  any  enemies  I"  ” was 
one  of  the  (piestioiis.  To  this  one  of  the  correspondents 
replied : “ A'es,  he  hates  dogs  and  niggers— he’s  a 
democrat  ! ” — American  Finhing  Gazeite. 


FISH  CULTURE. 


SEASON  1893-1891. 

T.11E  IIowiETOQN  Eisheey  COMPANY  havG  tnuch 
pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  number  of  trout 
raised  this  season  at  the  hshery  is  again  in  excess 
of  any  former  year,  and  the  warm  summer  has 
been  found  most  favourable  for  the  growth  of  the 
fry. 

The  spawning  commenced  in  the  third  week  of  Oetob-r 
and  the  earliest  eggs  are  due  to  hatch  before  Christmas  ’ 
Liarly  eggs  are  specially  recommended  for  those  who  use 
hatching-houses,  where  the  young  fry  are  protected  from 
frost,  but  they  are  not  recommended  for  redds,  except  in 
the  mildest  parts  of  the  country. 

'The  best  eggs  for  redds  are  those  which  hatch  in 
February,  and  as  a general  rule  the  colder  the  district 
the  later  eggs  should  hatch. 

It  is  almost  entirely  a question  of  food;  the  object 
should  be  to  so  time  the  hatching  that  the  .voun"  fry  on 
comnieneiiig  to  feed,  may  get  the  earliest  o'f  the° natural 
leeding  in  the  water. 

J'jvenin  the  same  river  it  is  best  {where  redds  are  used) 
to  hatch  out  the  egg's  on  the  lower  portions  before  those 
on  the  upper. 

'The  Howietoun  Fishery  Company  imported  eggs  of  the 
Rainbow  trout  last  spring,  but,  on  account  of  delay  in 
transit,  the  consignment  turned  out  a total  loss. 
Arrangements  are  now  in  progress  to  obtain  a farther 
supply  next  April,  and  it  is  hoped  we  will  be  able  to 
offer  some  ‘20,000  to  the  public, 

A river,  lake,  or  pond,  may  be  stocked  successfully, 
biij  til  di^event  placeti^  either  by  moans  of  ova  sown  in 
or.  by  .fry,  yearlings,  or  two-year-olds.  The 
difficulty  is  to  judge  how  the  best  return  can  be  got  for 
the  cost. 

If  there  is  an.y  depth  of  water,  by  two-year-olds  will 
always  be  the  safest  and  the  speediest  mode  of  stocking, 
but  in  many  lakes,  and  some  rivers,  the  quantity  of  fish 
required  is  so  large  that,  in  the  interest  of  due  economy, 
tune  must  be  sacrificed,  and  some  mode  of  stocking 
cheaper  than  by  two-year-olds  resorted  to.  If  there  are 
many  small  gravelly  stream.s  suitable  for  .young  fry  from 
alevinago  to  six  months  old,  and  clear  water  in 
abundance,  then  ova  sown  in  redds  is  undoubtedly  the 
best  method ; if  there  are  small  streams  feeding  the 
water  to  be  stocked,  but  not  suificiently  clear  to  ensure 
the  success  of  ova  sown  in  redds,  then  three-month-olds 
fry  are  to  be  recommended  ; but  our  experience  is  that 
there  is  no  half-vvay  house  between  ova  sown  in  redds 
and  three-month-oldii  fry.  Younger  fry  are  too  risky; 
they  ma]i  do,  but  only  where  ova  would  do  as  well  and 
at  half  the  cost. 

Ova  will  be  forwarded  to  suit  the  convenience  of 
purchasers  iii  an.y  stage  after  the  eye  spots  are  visible 
It  IS  recommended  that  generally,  and  especially  fo- 
redds,  ova  be  forwarded  on  the  point  of  hatohino-. 

Fry  are  forwarded  three  months  after  hatchin:»— in 
April  and  M.ay. 

Yearlixigs  vary  from  2Jin.  to  5in.  from  November  to 
June;  they  are  always  forwarded  over  three  inches, 
with  iieihaps  the  exception  of  a very  sma’l  percentage 
t he  earliest  orders  obtain  the  best  fish,  since  the  most 
advanced  ponds  are  dispatched  first.  It  is  therefore  a 
mistake  to  order  in  May,  as,  even  it  there  then  be 
surplus  yearlings  on  hand  (which  is  very  uncertain)  they 
are  the  hitest_  and  not  the  largest  fish.  If  fish  are 
required  late  in  the  season,  order  early  and  haxm  them 
reserved. 

Yearlings  are,  par  excellence,  the  size  for  general 
purposes.  They  are  strong  enough  to  find  their  own 
tood,  thus  avoiding  the  principal  cause  of  mortality 
among  fry,  namely,  starvation  ; they  are  easily  carried 
and  stand  the  journey  well;  they  accommodate 
themselves  with  the  greatest  tacility  to  new  water  ; and 
they  thrive  .so  fast  in  ponds  that  they  will  be  found  a 
very  profitable  investment. 

Two-year-olds  run  from  5in.  to  9in.  from  November 
to  June  ; they  are  always  forwarded  over  5|in.,  and  are 
recom-nended  when  sport  in  the  shortest  possible  time 
IS  required. 

Howietoun  Fishery  Co.,  Stirling,  N.B.,  Nov.,  1893, 


A FEMALE  codfish  will  lay  forty-five  million  eggs  in  a 
season. 

“I  WISH,”  said  the  man  who  went  into  the  country 
lor  a vacation,  that  there  were  a little  more  water  in 
that  alleged  trout  stream  and  a little  less  in  the  milk.” 

“ How  did  yon  enioy  Ihe  football  game,  Mr.  Jones?  ” 

^ Very  much  indeed.  It  was  rather  rough,  however.” 
‘Indeed?’  ‘'V^es;  two  men  lost  their  ears,  one  had 
his  nose  broken,  and  I got  into  a crush  of  young  ladies 
on  the  way  out  and  lost  my  heart.” 

Grdmmer  : “ Mrs.  A’an  Blume’s  supper  was  an  nttrr 
failure.”  Gilleland  : “What  was  the  cause?”  Crum- 
iner  : “ She  got  so  llustered  that  when  given  her  guests 
seats  at  the  table  she  placed  good  talkers  beside  good 
talkers  and  good  listeners  beside  good  listeners.  The 
talkers  wouldn’t  talk,  since  they  couldn’t  do  it  all,  and 
of  course  the  listeners  had  nothing  to  say,  so  the  evening 
passed  off  in  silence.” 

“ Manager  : “ Here,  it’s  time  for  the  doors  to  open 
and  the  mermaid  isn’t  in  her  tank.”  “ I know,  but  she 
refuses  to  go  on  until  she’s  finished  polishing  her  tan 
shoes  if  it  takes  her  another  hour.” 


Mr.  Alexander  Wright,  Accountant,  of  10,  Everelda-streel 
IJarnsbury,  N.  (member  of  thoOresham,  Junior  Fly-Fiehera  Ac.j.’ 
undertakea  the  auditing  and  balancing  of  ovary  deacriptiou  of 
accouuta  at  moderate  ratea.  Beiita  and  debta  collected. 
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SALMON  IN  NORWAY. 


line  fixed  by  legislation  as  tho  limits  of  each 
fishery  district  can  have  no  influence  on  tho 
natural  habits  of  the  fish. 

It  was  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  some  informa- 
tion on  these  subjects  that  I began  marking  them 
in  1881.  Marking  fish  is  a very  old  practice. 
Tzaak  Walton  mentions  having  heard  that  before 
his  time  fish  were  marked  by  tying  ribbons  round 
their  tails.  Since  then  many  experiments  have 
been  made.  Ur.  Day  in  his  book,  “ British  and 
Irish  Salmonidm,”*  gives  an  account  of  someof  the 
more  important  experiments  that  have  been  made 
in  this  direction.  Most  of  these  experiments 
were  to  determine  whether  smolts  became  grilse, 
and  if  grilse  were  young  salmon,  and  to  what 
extent  salmon  returned  to  their  own  rivers. 
With  the  exception  of  one  fish  marked  in  one  of 
the  Sutherlandshire  rivers,  and  recaught  at 
Montrose,  they  do  not  seem  to  throw  much  light 
on  the  migration  of  salmon  along  the  coast.  Mr. 
Russel, t however,  mentions  that  in  the  spring  of 
1852 : — “ 500  kelts  were  marked  with  wire  in  a 
pool,  within  a few  yards  of  tide  reach,  at  the 
bottom  of  the  river  Whitadder,  which  joins  the 
Tweed  immediately  above  Berwick.”  Only  three 
of  these  fish  were  heard  of  again.  One  of  them 
was  caught  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tyne,  seventy 
miles  to  the  south ; another  at  Yarmouth,  300 
miles  to  the  south ; and  the  third  at  Eyemouth, 
ten  miles  to  the  north,  the  last  individual  being 
found  in  the  stomach  of  a cod,  with  nothing 
remaining  of  him  but  his  vertebrate  column  and 
the  silver  wire.” 

On  applying  to  the  Norwegian  Oovernment  for 
permission  to  net  during  the  close  season  for  this 
purpose,  I was  informed  that  the  Grovernment 
was  much  interested  in  such  experiments,  and  had 
made  a grant  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  suit- 
able marks  and  paying  rewards  for  information 
regarding  the  recapture  of  marked  salmon.  The 
following  experiments  have  been  carried  out 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Government,  and  with 
marks  supplied  by  their  inspector  of  salmon 
fisheries,  which  have  been  altered  considerably  as 
experience  has  been  gained. 

Description  op  the  Methods  of  Marking 
Salmon  used  ry  Mr.  Archer. 

In  1885  the  mark  used  was  a three-cornered 
platinum  label,  on  which  a number  was  stampeil, 
attached  to  the  adipose  fin  by  a platinum  thread 
of  015  mm.  thick.  The  label  measured  7 mm.  on 
each  side,  and  was  0 05  mm.  thick. 

In  1886  oblong  silver  labels  were  used,  attached 
by  a double  silver  thread.  The  label  was  11  mm. 
long,  by  6 mm.  broad,  and  01  mm.  thick,  the 
thread  by  which  it  was  attached  being  0 25  mm. 
thick. 

In  the  winter  of  1837-88  the  same  mark  was  used, 
but  attached  to  the  dorsal  fin.  It  was  thought 
that  this  fin  being  nearer  the  centre  of  the  body 
there  would  he  less  danger  of  its  becoming 
detached  when  the  fish  was  in  motion.  The  thread 
with  which  the  label  was  attached  was  used  four- 


(Gontinued  from  page  500.) 


By  Mr.  W.  E.  Archer,  F.R.S.E., 
Inspector  of  Salmon  Fisheries  of  Scotland. 

The  Migration  op  Salmon  and  Marking 
Fish. 

The  second  part  of  my  subject,  the  migration 
of  salmon,  is  so  closely  connected  with  the  first 
that  it  is  impossible  to  separate  them.  One  of 
my  chief  objects  in  leasing  this  fishery  in  Norway 
was  to  study  the  effect  of  the  removal  of  obstruc- 
tions on  the  salmon  fisheries.  I recognised  soine 
of  the  many  complications  which  would  arise  in 
endeavouring  to  find  an  answer  to  this  question. 
I do  not  refer  here  to  the  most  important,  viz  , 
the  necessity  of  obtaining  accurate  statistics  both 
as  regards  the  take  of  fish  and  the  number  of 
instruments  used  in  their  capture.  This  must 
always  be  the  initial  step  towards  testing  the  value 
of  any  regulations  for  the  protection  of  fish,  whether 
private  or  public,  and  without  such  statistics  no 
progress  can  he  made  towards  acquiringknowledgo 
on  which  to  base  future  regulations.  Some  of  the 
principal  complications  to  ivhicli  1 refer  arc 
How  do  salmon  approach  the  rivers  from  tho  sea 
Do  they  travel  direct  from  tho  open  sea  f It 
not,  for  how  far  do  they  thread  their  way  amongst 
islands  or  along  the  coast In  fact,  wliaL  are 
the  natural  limits  of  a fishery  district  in  whicli 
to  look  for  results  ? It  is  clear  an  imaginary 


fold.  . , 

In  the  winter  of  1888-89  the  mark  was  entirely 
altered.  Silver  thread  was  discarded  as  a means 
of  securing  the  label.  The  mark,  as  shown  in  the 
drawing  below,  was  made  of  such  a shape  that  it 
could  he  fastened  into  the  fin  instead  of  hanging 
loose. 

10  mm.  S mm.  < 10  mm. 

t 

< - ->  1 I i 

1. 

No.  1 is  the  flat  side  of  the  mark  with  the  ends 
straightened  out.  No.  2 is  the  side  view.  To 
attach  the  mark  to  the  fish  the  pointed  ends  are 
first  passed  through  the  dorsal  fin  and^  then 
pressed  tightly  to  it  on  the  opposite  side.  It  was 
made  of  silver  0 2 mm.  thick,  which  was,  how- 
ever, found  in  practice  not  to  be  sufficiently  stiff 
to  retain  i^s  position.  To  remedy  this,  after  the 
pointed  ends  were  passed  through  and  bent  into 
position,  they  wore  secured  together  by  a silver 
thread.  Tho  last  hundred  fish  I marked  in  1888- 
89  had  the  label  secured  in  this  manner.  'I'liis 
entailed  immense  extra  lahonr,  owing  to  the 
extreme  cold  at  the  river  side  in  tho  winter  time, 
but,  when  done,  formed  a complete  ring  without 
a break.  A round  hole  was  also  cut  with  a hoot- 

British  and  Ti-ish  Salmonida',”  i)y  Iranois  Day, 
pp.  73,  75,  7l),  83,  93,  95,  and  129. 
f “ The  Salmon,”  by  Alex.  Eusjel,  pp.  84  and  8o, 


maker’s  punch  in  the  adipose  fin,  to  enable  tho 
fish  to  be  recognised  in  tho  event  of  the  mark 
becoming  detached.  It  must  be  born  in  mind, 
such  a liole  would  probably  not  be  noticed,  unless 
especially  looked  for.  I might  mention  that  in 
the  case  of  two  fish  caught  after  an  interval  of 
two  years  this  hole  had  grown  together  so  as 
only  just  to  be  recognisable. 

In  1890  the  mark  was  of  the  same  pattern  as  in 
the  previous  year,  but  the  metal  used  in  making 
it  was  0'4  mm.  thick,  and  a V-shaped  cut  was 
made  in  the  adipose  fin  to  distinguish  those 
salmon  which  had  been  marked. 

In  1891  the  only  alteration  on  the  previous 
year’s  mark  consisted  in  making  the  pointed 
ends  10  mm.  long.  Eight  mm.  did  not  always 
leave  sufficient  length  of  end  to  turn  down,  after 
being  passed  through  the  fin,  especially  amongst 
males  whose  dorsal  fin  is  thicker  and  tougher 
than  that  of  females.  In  all  these  marks  a 
distinguishing  number  was  stamped  on  the  label, 
******* 

A Good  Method  op  Marking  still  a 
Desideratum. 

From  these  experiments  it  appears  that  the 
most  reliable  of  the  methods  of  marking  adopted 
is  to  make  the  two  ends  fast  with  silver  thread 
after  passing  them  through  the  dorsal  fin.  It  is 
questionable  whether  any  of  these  methods  fulfil 
all  the  requirements  of  a good  mark,  or  whether 
silver  is  the  best  substance  that  can  be  used. 
When  salmon  were  marked  in  the  adipose  fin  it 
was  found,  whilst  netting  a few  days  after,  that 
several  were  caught  with  the  adipose  fin 
mutilated,  as  if  by  a bite  from  another  fish. 
One  male  thus  mutilated  was  recognised  by  a 
peculiar  formation  of  the  jaw  as  having  been 
marked  tho  previous  week.  Probably  some 
substance  which  was  less  bright  would  nob 
attract  the  notice  of  other  fish  to  the  same 
extent. 

Of  even  more  importance  than  the  selection  of 
the  marks,  and  ascertaining  the  most  reliable 
way  of  attaching  them  to  the  fish,  was  the 
necessity  of  insuring  absolute  accuracy  when 
marked.  Every  care  was  taken  to  provide 
against  the  possibility  of  a mistake.  T.  he  fish 
which  were  netted  on  the  previous  days  were 
confined  in  large  floating  crates.  No  two  fish 
were  allowed  to  he  taken  out  cf  the  crate  at  the 
same  time,  each  fish  under  operation  being 
marked  and  liberated  before  a fresh  fish  was 
taken  out.  The  marks  were  arranged  on  a sheet 
of  paper  or  card  in  numerical  order,  the  cqi  re- 
sponding number  on  each  mark  being  written 
against  it,  and  no  two  marks  were  allowed  to  be 
detached  from  the  card  or  paper  at  the  same 
time.  The  number  on  the  mark  was  written 
down  in  a book,  the  weight  and  length  of  the  fish, 
which  were  checked,  being  written  against  it ; 
the  mark  was  then  attached  to  the  fin,  and  the 
fish  liberated.  When  a fish  was  recaught  the 
facts  had  to  be  certified  to  by  two  disinterested 
witnesses  before  the  reward  was  paid.  In.  the 
case  of  those  fish  marked  on  Sand’s  River  I 
inquired  personally ; or,  where  too  far  off,  through 
some  responsible  p;-rson,  into  the  facts  of  each 
case  on  the  spot  where  the  recapture  had  taken 
place.  For  this  purpose,  and  to  endeavour  to 
interest  personally  the  fishermen  on  the  coast  in 
these  experiments,  I purchased  and  fitted  out  a 
Norwegian  pilot  boat,  to  enable  me  to  visit  those 
fishing  stations  with  which  there  ware  no  regular 
means  of  communication. 

.*  * * * * * * 
Comparison  op  Growth  op  Salmon. 

To  enable  the  growth  of  one  salmon  to  be  com- 
pared with  that  of  another,  I have  prepared  a 
table  estimating  the  weight  of  salmon  before  and 
after  spawning.  This  estimate  is  formed  on  the 
basis  that  salmon  lose  about  one-fifth  of  their 
weight  in  spawning.  This  basis  was  arrived  at 
from  the  relative  weight  of  ten  salmon  caught 
before  and  after  spawning,  and  further  confirmed 
by  the  experience  of  the  manager  of  the  Aaensira 
Fishery,  who  spawns  artificially  two  to  three 
hundred  salmon  annually. 

* * * * * * *^ 

Do  ALL  Salmon  Si’awm  Annually? 

The  first  important  point  tliat  seems  to  bo 
■establislied  l>y  these  experiments  is  that  some 
salmon  spawn  annually;  seven  salmon  marked 
on  Sand’s  River  ami  five  salmon  in  Aaensua 
River,  were  recauglit  the  season  following  their 
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being  marked,  either  about  to  spawn  or  having 
spawned. 

Considering  the  regularity  with  which  most 
animals  propagate  their  species,  the  positive 
proof  that  some  salmon  spawn  annually  is  an 
argument  in  favour  of  most  doing  so.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  appears  to  be  negative  evidence 
that  all  do  not  do  so.  Had  salmon  returned  to 
the  river  every  year,  we  should  have  expected  to 
recapture  the  greatest  number  duidng  the  season 
succeeding  that  in  which  they  were  marked,  as  not 
only  would  they  have  been  more  likely  to  retain 
their  marks  for  six  or  seven  rather  than  for 
eighteen  or  nineteen  months,  but  they  would 
have  encountered  few'er  dangei's  in  the  shorter 
interval,  by  which  their  numbers  might  become 
reduced.  The  result  of  these  markings  show  that 
whilst  thirty  salmon  were  recaught  after  an 
interval  of  years,  only  twenty  were  recaught 
during  the  season  following  their  being  marked. 
Similar*  negative  evidence  was  gathered  from  the 
Bucksport  experiments  on  the  Penobscot  River, 
from  which  it  was  argued  that  salmon  on  that 
river  0)r/«/ spawned  every  second  year.  The  view 
that  all  salmon  do  not  spawn  annually  is  further 
supported  by  their  rate  of  growth.  We  should 
expect  a salmon  which  remained  in  the  sea  for 
over  twelve  months  to  grow  more  rapidly  than 
one  which  returned  to  spawn  annually.  It 
appears  that  those  salmon  where  the  interval 
between  marking  and  recapture  is  from  eighteen 
to  twenty-four  months  have  increased  7'381b. 
in  the  two  years,  or  3’691b.  a year,  whereas  in 
those  recaught  the  season  following  their  being 
marked,  the  increase  is  only  at  the  rate  of 
2'351b.  a year.  There  appear  even  grounds  for 
supposing  that  the  early  or  late  descent  of  kelts 
to  the  sea  may  have  an  influence  on  their  growth. 
**##**# 

Whejj  is  a Salmon  Full  Grown. 

The  questions,  when  is  a salmon  full  grown  P 
IIow  long  does  he  take  to  attain  to  full  growth  P 
cannot  be  answered  without  considerably  more 
data.  The  present  experiments  show  that  there 
are  great  differences  in  the  rate  of  growth.  By 
a combination  of  the  growth  of  several  fish  the 
possible  length  of  time  in  which  a grilse  can 
become  a salmon  of  251b.  to  301b.  may  be  arrived 
at. 


Reference 

No. 

Marked 

Grilse 

Kelt. 

Eecauglit 
Salmon 
Kelt  2 
Years  after. 

Marked 

Salmon 

Kelt. 

Recaught  in 
fishing  Season 
Eighteen 
Months  later. 

41 

-^4 

11 





8 

— 

— 

12 

30.) 

7 

— 

— 

12 

27 

15 

— 

— 

12^ 

27i 

21 

— 

— 

lOi 

25) 

21 

— 

— 

10 

25 

28 

— 

— 

11 

20 

43 

— 

— 

11 

25f 

The  greatest  growth  in  the  shortest  period 
was  of  a fish  marked  on  the  16th  Januai’y,  1889, 
and  recaught  on  the  3rd  July  of  the  same  year, 
having  increased  in  weight  lO^lb. ; whilst  in 
contrast  to  this  is  another,  marked  on  the  3rd 
February,  1888,  and  recaught  eleven  months 
later,  not  having  increased  in  weight  at  all.  It 
must  be  observed,  however,  that  the  first  fish 
marked  as  a kelt  was  recaught  in  the  height 
of  condition,  whilst  the  second  was  both  marked 
and  recaught  in  the  kelt  condition. 

Do  Salmon  Return  to  Their  Native  River  P 
With  regard  to  the  question  of  how  salmon 
approach  the  river,  and  whether  they  return  to 
the  same  river,  we  find  that  out  of  the  fifty-six 
examjdes  of  marked  fish,  thirty-four  'were 
recaught  in  the  same  river  where  they  were 
marked,  one,  a male,  in  a different  river,  and 
twenty-two  by  the  fixed  nets  in  the  sea  at 
distances  varying  from  half  a mile  to  about  500 
miles  from  the  river  where  marked. 

****#.*# 

From  the  returns  sent  to  the  fishery  inspector 
regarding  the  sex  of  the  salmon  which  were 
marked,  it  a])pears  that  only  36  ]ier  cent,  were 
males,  and  the  remainder  females.  This  can 
scarcely  be  the  result  of  chance,  as  about  4000 
salmon  were  marked.  They  were  marked  in  the 

* “ The  Biennial  Spawning  of  Salmon,”  by  Charles  ( i. 
Atkins.  From  the  Transactions  of  the  American 
Fisheries  Society,  18S5.  Given  in  the  Fourth  Annual 
Keport  01  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland. 


late  autumn  or  winter.  On  Sand’s  River  the  dis- 
proportion was  greater,  being  21  per  cent,  males 
to  79  per  cent,  females  out  of  890  examples.  The 
numbers  netted  in  October  were  193,  of  which 
34  per  cent,  were  males ; in  December  406,  of 
which  20  per  cent,  were  males ; in  January  177, 
of  which  8 per  cent,  were  males  ; in  February  49, 
of  which  10  per  cent,  were  males;  in  April  65, 
of  which  20  per  cent,  were  males.  I may  add, 
that  I have  endeavoured  to  ascertain  that  this 
was  not  due  to  the  males  being  on  the  spawning 
ground  instead  of  in  the  pools  by  stoning,  and, 
where  possible,  drifting  a net  over  these  shallows 
before  netting  the  pool.  From  the  frozen  con- 
dition of  the  tributary  streams  it  would  not  be 
possible  for  these  fish  to  be  anywhere  else  than  in 
the  main  river. 

There  is  one  feature  to  which  I would  draw 
attention  before  closing  this  paper,  viz.,  that  of 
the  38  fish  marked  in  (Sand’s  River,  25  were 
recaught  in  the  river  and  only  13  in  the  sea  ; yet 
the  total  number  of  fish  caught  in  the  sea,  in  the 
district  of  Ryfylke  alone,  is  tenfold  more  than  in 
the  river.'  1 am  afraid  this  affords  unmistakable 
evidence  that  when  fishermen  along  the  coast 
have  come  into  possession  of  marked  fish  they 
have,  either  through  indolence  or  prejudice, 
concealed  the  circumstance;  in  fact,  I have  been 
informed  on  good  authority  that  such  is  the  case. 
This  is  much  to  be  regretted,  as  these  experi- 
ments were  conducted  with  the  object  of  gaining 
knowledge  for  the  improvement  of  the  fisheries 
generally,  and  had  an  equivalent  number  of  | 


HOW  TO  BREED  AND  REAR  TROHT. 

(Continued  from  page  396.) 

THE  NATURAL  FOOD  OF  TROUT. 

Br  T.  Andrews,  Guildford. 

THIRTEENTH  PAPER. 

Whilst  it  appears  to  me  that  the  Alder-fly  is 
one  of  the  most  valuable  of  winged  water  insects 
as  food  for  trout,  it  also  seems  the  easiest  to 
cultivate,  and  it  can  be  introduced  and  established 
in  any  water  which  ultimately  proves  suitable. 
The  eggs  of  the  Alder-fly  are  to  be  found  on 
blades  of  grass  and  rushes  close  to  the  water’s 
edge,  from  the  second  to  the  fourth  week  in  May, 
and  in  some  rivers  and  some  seasons  well  into 
June.  I succeeded  in  introducing  the  fly  into  a 
meadow  of  newly  made  ponds  by  cutting  off  the 
blades  of  grass  on  which  the  eggs  were  seen  with 
a pair  of  scissors,  and  placing  them  in  a card- 
board box.  When  I had  collected  a few  hundreds 
of  these  I took  them  to  the  hatchery  and  procured 
some  glass  globes,  such  as  are  used  for  keeping 
goldfish  in,  and  placed  them  in  the  sun.  A 
piece  of  perforated  zinc  was  then  suspended  so 
as  to  be  about  an  inch  above  the  water,  and  the 
blades  of  grass  were  carefully  laid  on  it.  In  a 
few  days  the  eggs  hatched,  and  the  larvas 
crawled  or  fell  through  the  zinc  into  the  water, 
when  I immediately  transferred  them  to  the 
new  re'oring  ponds,  where  the  fly  is  now  to  be 
seen  in  great  numbers. 


Eogs  op  the 


niarks  been  recovered  from  fish  caught  in  the  sea 
in  proportion  to  the  yield  of  the  sea  fisheries,  as 
there  were  in  the  river  in  proportion  to  the  yield 
of  the  river  fisheries,  the  total  number  would 
already  have  reached  a considerable  amount. 
Such  as  they  are,  they  tend  to  show  that  a fishery 
district  is  not  dependent  alone  on  the  regulations 
controlling  the  fisheries  within  its  own  limits, 
but  also  on  those  controlling  the  coast  fisheries  at 
a considerable  distance.  They  show,  howevei’, 
most  clearly  how  very  little  is  known,  and  the 
want  of  further  investigations  on  a very  much 
larger  scale.  It  is  in  the  hope  of  stimulating 


“ Alder-flt.” 


The  Grannom-fly  ” can  also  be  introduced  by 
collecting  the  eggs  about  the  end  of  April  or 
beginning  of  May.  The  eggs  are  to  be  found  (on 
a Grannom  river)  attached  to  pieces  of  wood,  or 
rushes,  under  water,  and  must  be  immediately 
transferred  in  water  to  their  destination.  In  the 
spring  of  1892  I collected,  in  one  morning,  861b. 
weight  of  Grannom  eggs,  but  I fear  that  I kept 
most  of  them  too  long  in  my  hatchery,  as  I found 
a large  number  died  before  turning  them  out, 
and  I have  not  observed  any  result  in  ’93, 
although  I devoted  a set  of  out-of-door  boxes 
especially  prep.ired  for  them. 


in  bunohos  attached  to  piece  of  rush). 


such  investigation  that  I have  ventured  to  include 
this  paper  in  my  annual  report  to  the  Fishery 
Board  for  Scotland. 

[We  have  space  only  for  these  extracts,  but  all 
who  are  interested  in  salmon  problems  should  see 
the  diagrams,  maps,  and  tables  and  notes  in  the 
Eleventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Fishery  Board  for 
Scotland.  Mr.  Archer  is  clearly  the  right  man  in 
the  right  place,  but  wo  fear  that  his  knowledge 
andenthusiasm  will  avail  little  against  the  apathy 
with  which  all  fisheries  questions  are  treated 
by  all  our  Governments,  Liberal  or  Conserva- 
tive.— Ed.]. 


Although  a much  larger  number  of  copies  of 
our  Christmas  Number  were  printed  than  on  any 
previous  occasion,  it  is  satisfactory  to  announce 
that  we  wmre  out  of  print  within  a few  hours  of 
publication.  Rome  almanacs,  on  stout  cards, 
have  been  pi'epared  to  hang  up  in  hotels  or  club- 
rooms,  a copy  of  which  will  be  sent  to  any 
address  in  the  United  Kingdom,  on  receipt  of  a 
post  ervd  to  Manager,” /<’.G.,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 


Ciii.rxNOM  Kiids  H.vrcui.NU. 
(Magnilled.) 


If  either  of  the  foregoing  or  the  “ IMay-fly  ” is 
thus  introduced,  it  should  be  placed  in  a part  of 
the  water  where  it  is  known  that  there  are  but 
few,  if  any,  fish,  otherwise  there  is  but  a poor 
chance  of  establishing  “ the  fly.” 

I do  not  think  there  is  much  )3rospect  of  suc- 
cess in  attempting  to  introduce  aquatic  flies  by 
transporting  the  mature  insect,  as  suggested  by 
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Mr.  EraTioLs  Francis.  The  rougli  treatment  in 
catching,  and  the  clo.se  quarters  on  the  journey 
from  one  place  to  the  other,  being,  1 think, 
sntficient  to  injure  or  weaken  them,  and  so 
prevent  their  breeding  by  natural  means;  and 
even  if  they  should  arrive  alive  and  uninjured, 
and  be  turned  out  into  the  meadow  by  the  side  of 
the  stream,  a few  thousands  would  be  devoured 
by  birds  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye.  1 think  it 
is  by  collecting  eggs  or  larv:e  in  large  quantities 
that  they  can  be  introduced,  and  then  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  Francis  Francis  (page  ‘21,  “Practical 
Management  of  Fisheries  ”),  “ If  you  want  to 
stock  a part  of  a stream  with  a new  tly,  it  is  of  no 
use  to  go  once  or  twice,  and  just  do  the  thing 
anyhow;  you  must  exercise  great  care  in  turning 
the  flies  down,  choosing  some  nice  sheltered  spoh 
when  they  can  get  safely  out  of  harm’s  way,” 
will  still  hold  good. 

I have  not  heard  of  any  single  instance  of  a 
fly  having  been  established  by  transporting  the 
mature  insect,  and  I fear  that  but  very  few 
attempts  have  been  made  at  all  in  this  direction 
up  to  the  present  time,  notwithstanding  the  very 
great  advantages  which  must  result  by  increasing 
the  natural  food. 

If  there  is  any  advantage  in  having  natural 
food  in  a “ trout  farm,”  it  is  all  the  more  neces- 
sary that  a trout  river  or  lake  should  contain  it, 
otherwise,  says  Francis  Francis,  “ the  value  of 
your  fishery  is  in  the  ratio  of  the  food  it  produces, 
and  not  an  atom  beyond.  If  it  produces  no  food 
it  is  valueless.” 

There  are  yet  many  persons  who  imagine  that 
the  May-fly  of  the  south  (Ephemera  danica) 
comes  from  the  “ caddis,”  which  we  see  in  such 
numbers  at  the  bottom  of  trout  streams,  and  up 
the  ditches,  and  hatch-holes.  Need  I say  that 
the  larvm  of  E.  danica  does  not  make  a “case” 
at  all,  and  although  it  may  at  first  sight  be  mis- 
taken for  larv®  of  “Alder,”  or  even  “Dytiscus,” 
or  “ Dragon-fly,”  a closer  examination  will  show 
an  unmistakable  difference  in  colouring,  and  the 
position  and  structure  of  the  “ branchial.  The 
larva  of  the  May-fly  is  of  a light  straw  colour, 
and  has  three  “ setie,”  whilst  the  Alder  larva  is 
dark  brown,  and  has  much  smaller  “ seta;,”  and 
the  larva;  of  the  “ Dytiscus  ” and  “ Dragon-fly  ” 
is  a greyish  green,  with  a huge  head  and  formid- 
able mandibles. 


May-fly  Larva.  May-fly  Nymph. 

(Magnified.)  (Natural  size.) 

The  May. fly  larva  will  swim  longitudinally  for 
a considerable  distance,  and  at  last  sink  to  the 
bottom,  and  burrow  into  the  mud  or  gravel.  It 
is  to  be  found  at  almost  any  time  of  year  in 
the  mud  at  various  depths,  in  gravel,  and  on 
weeds,  and  I would  prefer  to  collect  it  early  in 
May.  I have  never  found  permission  to  collect 
the  larvae  refused,  and  the  abstraction  of  a few 
thousands  would  not  rob  the  trout  of  food  to  any 
appreciable  extent.  On  the  Kennett,  for  instance, 
it  would  be  like  taking  a pail  or  two  of  water 
from  the  river,  for  the  May-fly  is  there  in  such 
numbers  that  it  is  impossible  to  walk  through 
the  grass  without  killing  them,  and  I have  seen 
in  a good  season  the  air  so  thick  with  them  that  a 
bend  in  the  river  was  completely  obscured  from 
view.  I have  never  seen  the  air  so  full  of  snow 
flakes  as  it  is  in  a good  hatch  of  May-fly,  and  the 
hatches  and  weed  racks  are  packed  several  inches 
deep  right  across  the  river  with  the  live  insect, 
empty  shucks,  and  spent  gnat. 

After  the  great  hatch  of  May-fly  has  occurred 
— about  June  4 to  18 — the  larvm  are  still  to  be 
found,  but  of  a smaller  size,  and  this  would  seem 
to  prove  that  the  fly  takes  certainly  two,  if  not 
three,  years  to  mature.  For  an  interesting 
account  of  the  life  history  of  the  May-fly,  and 
the  best  drawings  I have  ever  seen  of  larvm, 
nymph,  sub-imago  and  imago,  I would  refer  the 


reader  to  Mr.  Halford’s  “ Dry  Fly-fishing,” 
page  172. 

My  experiments  with  the  May-fly  at  my  ponds 
at  Ilaslemere  were  commenced  in  the  same  year 
with  eggs,  as  w'ell  as  with  larvm  just  before 
hatching,  so  that  I cannot  speak  with  any 
certainty  as  to  the  time  taken  to  come  to  maturity ; 
but,  notwithstanding  that  at  the  present  moment 
there  are  very  nearly  a hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand trout,  from  .Mn.  in  length  to  91b.  in  weight, 
in  my  ponds,  we  see  a considerable  number  of 
May-fly  larva;  when  the  water  is  run  off,  and 
in  the  last  week  of  May,  1892,  there  was  a very 
fair  hatch  of  fly  on  the  water.  Eggs  of  the  May- 
fly have  been  taken  from  the  female  (after 
impregnation  had  taken  place,  of  ccurse),  and 
hatched  in  specially  prejjared  places,  but  the 
difficulty  seems  to  be  in  providing  suitable  water 
and  food  for  the  small  larva;  when  in  captivity, 
and  no  experiments  in  endeavouring  to  establish 
a fly  can  be  reliable  unless  a place  is  found  where 
none  has  previously  existed,  and  where  there  are 
no  fish  to  devour  those  recently  introduced.  I 
cannot  think  that  the  fact  of  there  being  May- 
fly on  a river  will  account  for  the  trout  not  rising 
at  other  times  than  the  general  rise  of  that 
particular  fly,  and  1 have  fished  on  a great  many 
rivers  all  through  many  seasons,  finding  the  trout 
take  the  smaller  Ephemeridai  and  Alder  well 
during  the  spring,  and  also  imitations  of  the 
Alder  long  after  the  natural  fly  has  disappeared. 
Of  course  there  is  sometimes  a great  “ carnival  ” 
at  May-fly  time,  and  though  it  may  not  be 
particularly  easy  to  kill  trout  nowadays  on  some 
much-fished  rivers,  even  at  May-fly  time,  I think 
that  more  fish  come  to  grief  during  that  week  or 
fortnight  thanat  any  other  time.  TheMay-fly  will 
draw  the  big  trout  out,  if  there  are  any,  and  it  is  a 
good  time  to  judge  of  the  stock  of  fish  in  the  river, 
particularly  if  the  water  should  be  deep,  when 
the  fish  may  not  show  themselves  so  much  as 
they  must  do  in  shallower  water. 

1 have,  however,  heard  opinions  that  the  May- 
fly is  not  an  unmitigated  blessing  on  a river,  as 
just  during  the  pleasairtest  part  of  the  summer, 
say  after  June  20,  when  the  days  are  longest,  and 
one  looks  for  a good  evening’s  fishing,  the  trout 
have  “glutted”  ou  the  May-fly,  and  cannot  be 
caught  for  two  or  three  weeks.  I am  inclined  to 
think  that  the  reason  is  owing  to  the  fish  having 
been  moi’e  than  ordinarily  “worried  ” during  the 
feast  of  St.  May-fly,  as  everyone  is  anxious  to 
get  as  much  as  possible  out  of  the  short  May^fly 
time,  and  “ education  ” has  probably  had  its  effect 
on  the  fish,  and  taught  them  that  it  is  safer  to 
feed  in  mid-water  or  on  the  bottom. 

The  digestive  organs  of  fish  are  known  to  be 
very  powerful,  consequently  I do  not  think  that 
anything  of  the  size  and  consistency  of  a May-fly 
would  remain  undigested  in  the  stomach  of  a 
trout  more  than  a couple  of  hours. 

I remember,  one  evening  a few  years  ago, 
opening  several  trout,  after  fishing  with  my 
friend  on  the  celebrated  Littlecote  water  on  the 
Kennett,  and  amongst  a great  variety  of  food  we 
took  over  a hundred  larvm  of  May-fly  from  the 
stomach  of  one  trout,  some  of  them  being  alive 
and  uninjured.  These  we  put  into  a pie-dish  with 
some  of  the  soil  from  the  bed  of  the  river,  and 
they  hatched  the  following  day. 

I am  aware  that  the  wore!  “ hatch  ” is  more 
properly  applied  to  the  moment  at  which  the 
larva  emerges  from  the  egg,  but  the  term  is  so 
generally  used  in  speaking  of  the  change  from 
the  larval  state  to  the  sub-imago,  that  I shall 
not,  I hope,  be  called  in  question. 

I do  not  consider  that  the  fact  of  some  rivers 
having  May-fly  on  them  is  the  principal  reason 
of  their  being  so  valuable,  either  to  the  owner  or 
to  the  angler  who  may  rent  it,  and  I would  for  my 
own  part,  and  for  the  sake  of  general  sport,  sooner 
see  the  smaller  Ephemeridee  in  abundance,  for  as 
it  would  take  very  many  more  of  the  little 
“ duns  ” to  satisfy  the  hunger  of  a trout,  it  may 
be  presumed  that  he  would  continue  to  rise  for  a 
greater  length  of  time  than  if  he  were  feeding  on 
May-fly,  and  consequently  be  more  readily 
“spotted”  by  the  fisherman.  There  cannot  be 
a doubt  that  it  is  owing  to  the  presence  of 
winged  water  insects  on  a river  that  the  fish 
become  surface  feeders,  and  I would  spare  no 
pains,  bad  I a river  of  my  own,  to  introduce  and 
establish  most  of  them.  It  is  not  at  all  probable 
that  trout  will  be  on  the  look  out  for  surface  food 
if  there  is  no  such  food  in  the  river,  and  one 


continually  finds,  on  going  to  the  stream,  that 
there  is  “ no  rise  of  fly,”  and  consequently  no  fish 
to  be  caught.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are 
streams  which  I fish  regularly,  on  which  I can 
almost  make  a certainty  of  getting  a rise  now 
and  then,  even  though  the  fish  may  not  be  showing, 
by  casting  into  every  likely  place,  with  a certain 
amount  of  delicacy  and  accuracy.  This  is 
“ chuck  and  chance  it  ” fashion,  and  very  good 
fun  too,  when  one  knows  there  are  fish  in  the 
stream.  I have  often  got  my  two  and  three  brace 
of  good  fish  in  this  way  when  my  companion  for 
the  day,  being  a “dry  fly”  man,  would  not  “ W’ct 

(To  he  continued.) 


THE  EARLY  SEASON  SALMON 
FISHERIES  OP  SCOTLAND. 

Soon  now  another  salmon  angling  season  will 
be  upon  us.  The  Tay,  Loch  Tay,  and  several  of 
the  early  rivers  of  the  “ far  north  ” will  be  opened 
for  the  rod  fishing  next  month.  In  several  of 
these  waters,  as  well  as  others  not  named,  the 
run  of  early  fish  has  now  got  a commencement. 
For  some  time  past  it  has,  I am  informed,  been 
going  on  in  the  Tay  in  strength  ; and  during  the 
last  ten  days  or  so  small  lots  of  early  runners 
have  off  and  on  been  moving  up  the  Dee  and  Don. 
In  the  absence  of  actual  information  I cannot 
speak  with  certainty,  yet  I think  it  is  more 
than  likely,  to  infer  from  what  has  been  wont, 
that  in  several  of  the  rivers  of  the  “ far  north  ” the 
run  has  likewise  already  commenced. 

The  salmon  fisheries  of  Scotland  whereon,  with 
open  weather  and  as  matters  at  present  stand, 
the  angling  commences  earliest,  and  for  the 
respective  reputations  of  the  fisheries  is  good 
earliest,  are  Tay  and  Loch  Tay,  Lyon,  Teith,  Dee, 
Loch  Ness,  the  Oich,  Loch  Oich.  Brora  and 
Black  water,  Helmsdale,  Thurso,  Forss,  Naver, 
Loch  Naver,  and  Borgie.  This  is  a poor  list  for 
Scotland  of  really  early  angling  waters.  It  repre- 
sents less  than  half  of  the  naturally  early  fisherie.«. 
Amongst  those  which  are  not,  but  which  should 
be,  early  angling  rivers  I may  mention  Tweed, 
Spey,  Don,  Deveron,  Beauly,  North  Esk,  South 
Esk,  and  Shio — an  array  of  rivers  which  all 
combined  ought  to  give,  because  of  their  greater 
extent  of  first-class  angling  water,  more  sport  in 
the  early  months  than  is  obtained  on  all  those  to 
which  it  is  now  confined. 

On  the  11th  and  12th  of  January  the  rod  season 
commences  on  most  of  the  really  early  rivers  of 
the  “ far  north,”  bo  t usually  it  is  found  that  several 
weeks  have  passed  by  before  the  sport  gets  to  be 
of  very  great  account  in  a relative  sense.  On  Tay 
and  Loch  Tay  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  invariably 
found  that  the  angling  is  best  right  on  from  the 
commencement  as  I might  put  it.  In  the  river  at 
ally  rate,  given  good  angling  weather  and  a right 
ply  of  the  water,  the  early  fishing  season  is  best 
before  the  nets  go  on,  while  on  the  loch  it  is 
generally  in  February  and  March — if  we  discount 
late  and  stormy  seasons  with  the  loch  too  high — 
that  the  beat  angling  is  also  obtained.  The  best 
reaches  of  Tay  for  s])riug  fishing  are  certainly  the 
middle  lengths  and  those  nearest  to  them  sea- 
ward, and  this  same  state  of  matters  rules  on  all 
early  rivers  of  any  great  length  whilst  the  angling 
season  is  yet  young.  On  the  Dee  it  is  so,  as  like- 
wise on  the  Spey  (in  the  case  of  what  little  angling 
is  got  on  the  Spey  now),  and  farther  north,  on  the 
rivers  of  Sutherland,  even  though  those  rivers 
are  but  short-run,  it  is  found  that  the  sport  is 
soonest  best  on  reaches  that  are  not  a great  distance 
from  the  sea. 

The  hotels,  in  connection  with  which  there  is 
spring  angling  for  salmon — winter  and  spring 
angling  I might  call  it  since  February  is  a winter 
month— of  one  quality  or  another,  ranging  from 
rather  poor  to  very  good,  are  Birnam  Hotel, 
Logierait  Hotel,  and  Breadalbane  Arms,  Aber- 
feldy,  on  the  Tay ; Kenmore  Hotel,  on  the  Lyon 
and  Loch  Tay;  the  hotels  and  inns  of  Killin, 
Ardeonaig,  Lawers,  and  Bridge  of  Lochay,  on 
Loch  Tay ; Imperial  Hotel,  Aberdeen,  Grand 
Hotel,  Aberdeen,  Huntly  Arms,  Aboyne,  Inver- 
cauld  Arms,  Ballater  and  Fife  Arms,  Braemar, 
on  the  Dee;  Craigellachie  Hotel,  on  the  Spey; 
Lovat  Arras,  Fort  Augustus,  on  Loch  Ness  and 
the  River  Oich ; Chisholm’s  Hotel,  Port  Augustus, 
Tnvermorriston  Hotel  and  Foyer’s  Hotel  on  Loch 
Ness;  Melvich  and  Forsinard  Hotels  on  River 
Halladale ; and  Altnaharra  Hotel  on  Loch  Naver, 
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In  this  list  I have  given  about  all  the  hotels  that 
I know  to  have  rented  or  attached  salmon  water 
on  which  early  angling,  with  the  chance  of  fish, 
can  be  had — earlier  than  the  end  of  March  in  years 
when  weather  and  water  are  normal  for  the 
season. 

Confining  myself  strictly  to  the  list  of  rivers 
and  lochs  above  stated  to  be  the  nowadays  only 
really  early  salmon  angling  waters  in  Scotland,  I 
have  to  state  in  regard  to  each  individually 
where,  generally  in  years  of  a normal  character, 
the  early  angling,  before  say  the  middle  of  April, 
is  best.  Prom  about  the  Scone  Water  to  as  far 
inland  as  Dunkeld,  the  Tay  spring  fishing  is  best 
by  a long  way,  as  within  this  distance  are  included 
practically  the  whole  of  the  choicest  sections.  For 
the  four  or  five  weeks  onward  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  season  the  sport  may  be 
thoroughly  depended  on  to  prove  best  should 
conditions  be  at  all  propitious.  Further  up  the 
river  the  fish  do  not  rest  so  well,  inclining  more, 
once  they  get  so  far,  to  head  on  with  but  little 
delay  for  Loch  Tay.  The  Kenmore  end  of  Loch 
Tay  soonest  fishes  well,  because  at  it  the  fish  enter 
from  the  river,  whence  they  gradually  work  up 
the  loch.  The  very  first  day  of  the  season,  if  a 
good  fishing  day,  and  the  loch  is  not  too  high, 
always  after  an  open  winter  turns  out  well  here. 
The  Lyon’s  lower  stretch  fished  from  Kenmore 
Hotel  is  best  in  the  early  part  of  the  season. 
From  all  the  hotels  on  Loch  Tay,  it  is  seen  on 
reference  to  the  angling  records,  that  the  fishing 
for  the  splendid  salmon  of  this  loch  invariably 
gives  most  satisfaction  in  the  early  part  of  the 
season.  There  is  not  much  in  the  trolling  business 
in  respect  of  skill  in  the  capture,  but  the  fish  are 
such  grand  fellows,  and  play  so  splendidly  as  to 
make  up  in  a measure  for  any  other  drawback  in 
sporting  desiderata.  The  same  may  be  said  with 
regard  to  the  “ harling,”  and  the  grand  early  fish 
of  the  River  Tay,  whereon  is  still  in  vogue  the 
gentlemanly  old  fashion  of  killing  fish — with  the 

For  the  Teith  the  earliest  four  or  six  weeks  of 
the  season  is  the  best  time  for  the  salmon  fishing, 
which  on  some  of  the  reaches  is  moderately  good. 
The  fish  are  somewhat  mixed  in  size,  but  a good 
large  proportion  of  them  are  of  considerable 
weight  for  early  season  fish. 

The  Dee,  after  an  open  winter,  gives  fishing  all 
the  way  up  to  Balmoral,  fifty-three  miles  from 
the  sea,  at  the  very  commencement  of  its  season 
— on  Feb.  11.  But,  after  a frosty  and  snowy 
mid-winter,  it  can  hardly  be  counted  on  by  anglers 
to  give  sport  of  much  account  for  the  first  week 
or  two  beyond,  say,  Glentanar  and  Aboyne,  fifteen 
to  twenty  miles  lower  down  than  Balmoral.  Below 
Banchory  the  beat  sport  of  the  early  season  thus 
far  seaward  is  obtained  during  the  first  three  or 
four  weeks ; then  from  Banchory  to  Aboyne  the 
fishing  is  best  between  the  opening  day  and  the 
middle  of  April ; on  the  Aboyne  upper  reaches, 
Glentanar,  the  Cambus  O’May,  &c.,  it  is  best 
between  the  middle  of  March  and  the  middle  of 
May,  and,  again,  still  farther  inland,  it  is  most 
years  of  greatest  account  from  late  in  March  to 
early  in  June.  The  fish,  ultimately,  all  move 
forward  to  these  higher  sections  beyond  Ballater, 
amongst  which  are  the  celebrated  Invercauld 
Arras  Hotel  fishery,  the  Royal  fisheries  of  Balmoral , 
Birkhall,  and  Abergeldie,  and  the  renownetl, 
splendid  yielding  Invercauld  House  fishery, 
which,  late  in  May  and  early  in  June,  is  by  a long 
way  the  most  productive  little  bit  of  salmon 
angling  water  in  Scotland. 

The  Spey  stretches  of  river  that  fish  best  early 
in  the  season  are  those  below  Aberlour.  On  them 
the  early  angling  is  best,  and  naturally  would  be 
best  (if  the  river  were  accorded  fair  treatment)  in 
Jfarch  and  April.  But  really,  as  it  is,  there  is 
little  best  at  all  in  the  Spey  early  angling  of  to- 
day. About  Blacksboat,  Balliiidalloch,  Tulchan, 
&c.,  middling  sport  is  usually  obtained  in  April 
and  May.  But  the  Spey’s  early  angling  and  the 
Spey’s  stock  of  early  fish,  both  falling  off,  must 
as  an  inevitable  result  continue  to  fall  off  until  an 
entirely  different  policy  is  pursued  by  that  most 
generous  and  esteemed  of  landlords,  but  most 
short  sighted  of  salmon  fishery  proprietors,  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon. 

On  Loch  Ness  the  trolling  business  for  salmon 
proves  best  on  the  whole  during  the  early  weeks 
of  the  season.  At  the  lower,  or  River  Ness  end 
it  is  seldom  much  good  after  the  nets  have  been 
on  to  the  Ness  for  moi’e  than  a fortnight,  but  at 


the  other,  or  Fort  Augustus  extremity  of  the  loch, 
the  troll  sometimes  does  well  until  as  late  over  as 
the  middle  of  April.  But  here  (where  there  are 
excellent  hotels)  it  is  invariably  the  case  that 
during  March  the  sport  is  best  should  the  loch  be 
a good  fishing  height.  About  the  same  time  also 
the  River  Oich  gives  most  fish.  The  fish  got  in 
these  fisheries  are  splendid  specimens  of  the 
salmon,  being  quite  as  handsome  and  going 
about  the  same  size  as  those  of  Loch  Tay. 

The  average  weight  of  the  Tay  early  salmon  I 
find  is  from  171b.  to  181b.  taking  one  year  with 
another.  The  Loch  Tay  salmon  have  shown  an 
average  for  many  years  of  from  20ib.  to  211b. 
The  fish  of  the  other  fisheries  named  as  early 
spring  angling  waters  (excluding  the  exceptional 
weights  great  or  small)  are  of  weights  generally 
pretty  much  like  these  : Teith,  111b.  to  171b. ; Dee, 
71b.  to  911). ; Spey,  81b.  to  111b. ; the  Garry  salmon 
in  Loch  Ness,  the  Oich,  Loch  Oich,  and  the  Garry, 
181b.  to  221b.  ; Brora,  81b.  to  111b. ; Helmsdale, 
71b.  to  91b. ; Thurso,  81b.  to  121b. ; Porss,  Halla- 
dale,  Borgie,  Naver,  and  Loch  Naver,  81b  to  111b. 
In  connection  with  the  “ far  north  ” rivers,  com- 
mencing with  the  Helmsdale,  I have  ruled  out  of 
count  in  this  statement  of  weights  the  large  or 
true  winter  fish  that  ascend  Helmsdale,  Thurso, 
and  Naver,  and  constitute  a small  run  which  pre- 
cedes that  of  the  younger  and  smaller  fish,  which 
a:  ..  generally  known  as  spring  fish. 

The  Brora  early  angling  on  the  reach  of  river 
below  Loch  Brora  is  best  when  the  fish  travel 
slowly  during  the  first  few  weekiof  the  season.  If 
they  run  on  quickly  with  moving  waters  it  does  not 
prove  so  good.  Nevertheless  it  is  below  the  loch 
that  the  best  of  the  very  early  fishing  is  looked 
for.  Once  large  numbers  of  the  fish  go  up  out  of 
the  loch,  the  cream  of  the  angling  is  got  on  the 
Blackwater  below  the  Balnacoil  Palls. 

The  Helmsdale’s  best  early  fishing  is  invariably 
obtained  during  March  and  April;  and  until  the 
end  of  April  it  is  practically  all  confined  to  the 
nine  miles  of  river  seaward  from  the  Kildonan 
Palls.  These  falls,  like  those  on  the  Blackwater, 
the  fish  do  not  “ take  ’’  until  a certain  time  every 
season — a few  days  back  or  fore — but  once  they  do 
begin  to  clear  them  they  go  over  in  “ droves  ” 
like  “ spottie-winkin.” 

The  Thurso  fishes  best  in  March  and  April, 
and  Loch  More  best  in  May.  These  two  splendid 
fisheries,  I understand,  are  now  leased  for  a term 
of  years  by  a syndicate  of  gentlemen,  who  will,  I 
believe,  cheeriully  j^ay  out  with  a view  to  make 
the  fishing  all  that  it  should  be.  Latterly  it  had 
fallen  away  a great  deal  from  its  once  splendid 
character. 

March  and  April  are  usually  found  to  prove 
the  two  months  during  which  the  eaidy  salmon 
angling  is  of  most  account  on  the  Porss,  the 
Halladale,  the  Borgie,  the  Naver  and  Loch  Naver. 
But  after  an  open  January,  and  with  the  water 
ample  in  volume  and  conditions  otherwise  favour- 
able, the  sport  obtained,  on  Naver  and  Borgie 
more  particularly,  should  be  found  to  be  pretty 
tolerable  in  Pebruary.  Iasgar. 


THE  GREY  HOUSEBOAT. 

Mr.  Prei)  M.\.sters,  detective  by  occupation, 
angler  by  inclination,  gentleman  by  nature  and 
appearance,  alighted  at  the  small  station  of  Crook- 
ford-on-Thames  one  morning  in  July,  carrying  a 
neat  but  sufficient  angling  kit.  A walk  of  three- 
quarters  of  a mile  brought  him  to  that  well-known 
hostelry  the  White  Bear,  which  he  entered  to  make 
the  necessary  arrangements  for  a few  days’  stay. 
The  landlord's  daughter,  pretty  Polly  Shorland, 
after  a quick  but  comprehensive  glance  of  her 
bright  blue  eyes,  mentally  summed  irp  the  new 
arrival  as  quite  the  best  looking  and  nicest  fellow 
that  had  entered  her  father’s  house  within  her 
recollection.  Young  Masters,  at  the  same  time, 
thought  how  completely  Polly  filled  in  his  own 
outline  of  what  the  future  Mrs.  M.  should  be. 

Prom  the  garden  then  appeared  bluff  George 
Shorland,  to  whom  his  daughter  said,  “ Pather, 
this  gentleman  has  come  for  some  fishing,  and 
has  been  recommended  here  by  Mr.  Gibbons.  He 
wishes  to  see  Brading  about  the  punt.”  The 
worthy  host,  addressing  Masters  with  heartiness, 
said,  ‘‘  Good  morning,  sir.  I’m  glad  to  see  you  or 
any  friend  of  Mr.  Gibbons;”  and  then,  looking 
out  on  the  garden,  “ Here  comes  Brading.” 

Masters  acknowledged  the  salute  of  the  stout, 
weather-beaten,  nautically-rigged  individual  who 


here  appeared  on  the  scene,  and  in  reply  to  the 
query,  “ Want  some  fishing,  sir  P”  smilingly 
admitted  that  he  did.  Over  glasses  of  bright 
amber  ale,  drawn  by  the  deft  hantl  of  Miss  Polly, 
Masters  made  a bargain  by  which  he  secured  the 
services  of  Bill  Brading,  the  puntsman,  for  the 
next  three  days  at  least,  and  the  commissariat 
arrangements  having  been  duly  completed,  he 
bade  Miss  Polly  a deferential  "Good  morning!” 
and  followed  the  old  fisherman  through  the 
garden,  at  the  end  of  which  flowed  the  peaceful 
Thames. 

“Here’s  the  punt,  sir!  Just  step  in  and  we’ll 
be  off,”  and  soon  by  vigorous  punting,  Brading 
brought  his  craft  and  customer  to  Crookford 
Bridge,  when  it  occurred  to  Masters  to  inquire 
where  they  were  bound  for.  “ Well,  sir,  I thought 
we’d  try  first  the  swim  at  Willow  Island  that 
you  see  just  beyond  here,  where  Mr.  Gibbons  'had 
his  big  take  of  barbel  from,”  replied  Brading. 
“ A^ery  well,  that  is  just  what  I wished,”  rejoined 
his  customer,  and  commenced  to  bestow  close 
and  earnest  attention  on  the  island  then  being 
rapidly  approached.  In  his  very  careful  review 
of  the  scene,  he  particularly  noted  a grey  painted 
houseboat  moored  in  the  side  stream  which  flowed 
past  the  island;  nor  did  he  fail  to  observe  the 
blazer  - bedecked  individual  who  just  at  the 
moment  stepped  from  the  grey  boat  into  a skiff, 
and,  after  waving  his  hand  to  someone  left  on 
board  the  larger  craft,  rowed  towards  the  ap- 
proaching punt,  passed  it,  and  finally  disappeared 
from  the  view  of  its  occupants  under  the  centre 
arch  of  Crookford  Bridge.  “ That’s  a gent  who 
has  been  living  for  a month  or  more  in  yonder 
houseboat,”  said  Brading  ; adding,  after  a pause, 
“ Must  be  fond  of  the  river  to  stand  the  loneli- 
ness.” “Well,  yes,”  replied  Masters;  “what 
does  he  do  most  of  the  time?”  “Nothing  but 
fishing  or  swimming,  as  I can  make  out. 
Shouldn’t  wonder  though,  if  he’s  taken  it  into 
his  head  to  go  to  Henley  Regatta  to-day  for  a 
change.” 

“ Now  then,  sir,  I don’t  think  there’s  a better 
shop  for  barbel  anywheres  about  for  miles,” 
observed  the  puntsman  with  local  and  profes- 
sional pride,  as  he  commenced  to  drive  his  rypeck 
into  the  hard  bed  of  the  river,  at  a cool  and 
shady  spot  by  the  side  of  AVillow  Island.  To 
Bill’s  surprise,  his  customer  displayed  no  enthu- 
siasm at  sight  of  the  glorious  eddying  stream 
that  waged  ceaseless  battle  with  the  bulwark  of 
ancient  but  sturdy  camp-sheathing. 

As  a matter  of  fact  the  barbel  swim  that  so 
many  good  anglers  desired  to  secure  had  no  pre- 
sent charm  for  Masters,  whose  eyes  and  atten- 
tion were  rivetted  on  the  grey  houseboat,  which 
appeared  as  if  in  a frame  formed  by  two  magni- 
ficent willows  growing  on  the  intervening  strip  of 
land.  As  he  watched,  there  appeared  on  the 
floating  domicile  a slim,  crafty- looking  man, 
clad  somewhat  in  the  fashion  of  a penny  steam- 
boat skipper,  who  first  looked  carefully  up  and 
down  stream  before  he  embarked  in  a small  boat 
and  rowed  away  in  the  direction  of  Crookford. 

“That’s  the  servant  to  the  gent  who  just 
passed  us,  sir,”  voluziteered  Brading  to  his 
customer,  “ and  a werry  ’andy  chap  he  is  too.” 
Masters  thought  with  suppressed  amusement  that 
the  same  testimony  as  to  the  “ handiness  ” of  the 
individual  referred  to  had  previously  been  given 
by  the  police  in  London,  where  he  was  known  to 
his  intimates  of  the  housebreaking  persuasion  as 
“Jim  the  Waiter,”  a name  he  had  earned  by  a 
brief  lapse  into  honesty  at  a City  restaurant  in 
the  days  of  his  youth. 

“I  suppose  you’ve  seen  this  before,”  said 
Masters  to  his  attendant,  producing  from  a breast 
pocket  a cabinet-size  photograph.  Brading, 
recognising  it  at  once,  replied,  “ In  course,  sir ; 
Mr.  Gibbons’s  friend,  the  fortygraffer,  took  it 
just  where  you’re  sitting  now.  He  was  mad  on 
the  scenery,  while  Mr.  Gibbons  was  catching 
barbel  a’most  every  swim.”  Masters,  noticing  the 
implied  reproach  to  himself,  laughingly  observed, 
“ AVell,  I admire  the  photographer’s  taste,  and 
decided  to  come  here  as  soon  as  I saw  his  picture 
of  the  place.”  He  did  not  add,  as  he  well  might — 
and  ’oecause  of  the  striking  likeness  it  contained 
of  the  “ handy  ” man  who  had  last  left  the  house- 
boat. 

Bill  Brading  soon  had  further  reason  to  con- 
sider his  customer  but  a poor  angler,  when  before 
a single  barbel  had  been  caught  he  requested  to  he 
shown  Densford  House,  where  the  great  jewel 
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robbery  occurred.  “ AVhat,  now,  sir  ? ” asked  Bill 
in  astonishment.  “ A es,  I’ve  a fancy  to  see  it 
now.”  Brading,  with  ill-concealed  dissatisfac- 
tion, shifted  the  poles,  and  propelled  the  punt 
towards  the  show  house  of  the  neighbourhood. 
As  a grand  old  English  mansion  arrived  in  view, 
a happy  inspiration  induced  IMasters  to  open  the 
lunch-basket  provided  at  the  AV^hite  Bear,  and 
from  a familiar  red-labelled  bottle  he  poured  out 
and  offered  to  the  fisherman  a bright  and  foaming 
glass  of  Bass.  The  mollifying  effect  of  the 
judiciously  proffered  draught -was  at  once  apparent, 
for  Brading,  brightening  up,  said,  There’s 
Densford  House,  sir,  and  you  can  just  see  from 
here  the  window  in  the  ivy  where  the  thieves 
got  in  and  out  while  Colonel  AA'^alters  and  his 
daughters  were  at  dinner.”  AA^hile  Masters  cast 
his  professional  eyes  over  the  mansion,  Brading 
continued,  ” The  Colonel’s  amazin’  rich,  I'm  told — 
investigated  a heap  of  money  in  mines  that  turned 
up  trumps.  The  jewellery  stolen  was  to  be  the 
Colonel’s  wedding  gift  to  his  eldest  daughter,  and 
the  papers  made  the  most  of  their  value  as  usual. 
Thirty  thousand  pounds  in  anice  convenient  parcel 
is  a big  temptation  to  some  people.  That’s  the 
single  daughter  sitting  between  two  ladies  in  that 
what-dy’e-call-it — gorgonzola— oh,  gondola,  that’s 
the  cheese — I always  mix  the  two  names  some- 
how.” “ No,  sir,  no  trace  of  the  jewels  or  the 
thieves  has  been  discovered.  Dreadful  artful 
too,  they  was,  for  a smart  young  footman  of  the 
’stablishment  nearly  broke  his  neck  over  the 
wires  they  had  thoughtfully  stretched  about  the 
grounds  to  prevent  accidents.” 

None  of  the  foregoing  particulars  were 
lost  on  Masters,  although  he  busied  himself  more 
than  before  with  his  rod  and  tackle.  The  day 
wore  on  and  evening  approached,  and  only  a few 
])erch  had  been  caught  since  the  change  of  swim. 

“ Pity  we  left  the  barbel  hole,”  ventured  Brading. 

“ Yes  ; we’ll  be  more  constant  to  it  to-morrow,  and 
we  might  even  get  back  to  it  now,  and  bait  up  a 
bit.”  The  puntsman  gladly  humoured  what  he 
considered  an  approach  to  angling  sanity  on  the 
part  of  his  customer,  while  Masters  wondered 
if  they  could  possibly  get  back  in  time  to  ascertain 
what  could  have  made  “Jim  the  AVaiter,”  who  had 
only  just  before  returned  to  the  houseboat,  row 
hastily  from  it  across  stream  and  round  the  tail 
cf  the  island,  where  the  willows  hid  hij  further 
movements. 

Clank  ! clank  ! rang  out  at  intervals  in  the 
still  air  as  the  iron-shod  rypeck  struck  the  gravel, 
but  silence  reigned  again  as  the  punt  floated 
with  the  rapid  current  towards  the  barbel  swim. 
The  feelings  of  the  puutsman  during  the  ensuing 
few  moments  may  be  best  expressed  in  his  own 
words:  “Bust  me,  if  he  isn’t  swimming  in  our 
barbel  shop!  Cur’us  I never  noticed  him  in  the 
water  before.  AVe  shall  need  to  bait  the  swim  up 
now  more  than  ever.”  Before  the  punt  had  again 
reached  its  first  mooring  of  the  day,  the  bather 
had  landed  a,nd  vanished  from  the  view  of  its 
occupants,  and  Masters,  though  much  mystified, 
admitted  to  himself  that  a hurried  swim  in  the 
Thames  was  no  evidence  in  itself  of  ciimiuality, 
even  when  indulged  in  by  “Jim  the  AV'aiter.’’ 
Bill  Brading  duly  baited  the  swim,  and  poled  his 
customer  back  again  to  the  AVhite  Bear,  where 
at  the  landing  stage  the  blazer-clad  master  of  the 
grey  houseboat  had  just  re-embarked  in  his  skiff. 

Masters  caught  some  barbel  at  the  AVjIIow 
Island  swim  the  next  day;  but  Bill  Brading 
afterwards  expressed  his  opinion  that  the  catch 
would  have  been  something  wonderful  “ if  the 
gent  had  only  stuck  to  business,  instead  of  moon- 
ing about  at  that  ugly  houseboat.” 

Truth  to  tell,  on  the  day  in  question,  the  im- 
pressionable Masters  was  thinking  far  less  of  the 
barbel  than  of  Polly  Shorland,  and  the  question 
he  would  like  to  ask  her  one  day,  if  he  could 
only  successfully  manage  a big  case,  like  the 
recovery  of  the  Densford  jewels,  for  instance. 
Then,  looking  out  between  the  two  willow's,  the 
sight  of  the  houseboat  started  a train  of  thought  by 
which  he  connected  its  tenants  in  some  mysterious 
manner  with  the  robbery,  just  as  incongruous 
items  get  jumbled  together  in  dreams;  and  the 
young  detective  woke  to  reality  as  Bill  Brading 
suddenly  cried,  “ There  you  are,  sir  ! ” and  the 
biggest  barbel  of  the  day  demanded  all  the  atten- 
tion and  skill  of  the  lazy  angler. 

The  trays  of  the  “ Golden  Snigglers  ” Angling 
Society  during  the  next  four  months  should 
have  groaned  with  fish  captured  by  Masters, 


considering  his  many  visits  to  Crookford  during 
that  ])eriod.  II is  bad  luck  became  quite  pro- 
verbial with  the  members.  Good-natured  'i'om 
Gibbons,  however,  had  his  own  opinion  on  the 
matter,  and  once  dryly  reraai'kcd  that  he  thought 
Masters  was  “trying  for  a specimen,”  for  he  had 
discovei’ed  how  the  land  lay  betweeii  Polly  Shor- 
land and  his  friend,  and  perhaps  a peep  at  the 
following  epistle  may  add  something  to  the  know- 
ledge of  people  less  well-informed  on  the  subject 
than  the  crack  barbel  fisherman  of  the  famous 
London  society. 

“AVhite  Bear,  Crookford,  Dec.  20,  18 — . 

“Dear  Ered, — Father  hopes  business  will  not 
prevent  you  spending  a few  days  with  us  at 
Christmas,  and  so  do  I.  If  you  xvill  state  the 
train  you  will  travel  by,  somebody  will  be  at  the 
station  to  meet  you. 

“ You  will  be  interested  to  know  that  after- 
receiving  many  letters  full  of  promises  from  the 
late  tenants  of  the  grey  houseboat.  Barton,  its 
owner,  has  thoroughly  overhauled  it,  and  dis- 
covero  1 among  a good  many  mysterious  and 
suspicious-looking  artiePs  a coil  of  wire  exactly 
similar  to  that  found  stretched  on  the  lawn  of 
Densford  House  on  the  night  of  the  robbery,  so 
perhaps  there  was  something  in  your  queer- 
suspicion  after  all.  It  is  an  odd  coincidence  that 
one  evening  last  week  I was  walking  home  along 
the  road  skirting  the  plantation  near  Willow 
Island,  when  I noticed  a man  a short  distance  in 
front  whoso  peculiar  walk  reminded  me  strongly 
of  Batty,  the  servant  to  the  geutlem>an  who  hired 
Barton’s  houseboat.  He  left  the  straigat  road, 
and  turned  down  the  lane  leading  to  the  river, 
and  then  I noticed  that  he  was  carrying  a fishing 
rod  and  one  of  those  dreadful  square  seat  boxes. 
Of  course,  this  could  not  have  been  the  man  I 
thought,  or  he  would  surely  have  spoken  to  me. 

“AVith  regard  to  a certain  question  in  your 
last  letter,  I hope,  sir,  you  don’t  expect  me  to 
answer  it  by  post.  Y^ou  must  be  satisfied  for  the 
present  to  know  that — I am,  yours  ever, 

“ Polly.” 

From  the  foregoing  it  is  tolerably  easy  to 
imagine  the  sort  of  greeting  that  Fred  Masters 
bestowed  upon  the  blushing  “somebody”  who 
met  him  at  Crookford  station  on  the  arrival  of 
the  afternoon  train  the  day  bffore  Christmas. 
Their  mutual  satisfaction  appeared  to  be  com- 
plete, when,  with  earnest  glances  and  hand  clasp, 
they  exchanged  the  words  “ Pol  Ij’,”  “Fred,”  and 
with  her  arm  linked  in  his,  they  set  out  for  a cosy 
walk  to  the  AVhite  Bear.  There  remained  yet 
another  hour  of  daylight,  and  the  weather  being 
quite  m'lld  for  the  season,  the  very  much  engaged 
couple,  -s\ith  the  view  of  lengthening  their  walk, 
left  the  main  road  to  Crookford  and  turned 
down  Plantation  lane,  where  the  leaves  of  the 
past  summer  still  lay  thick  enough  in  places  to 
muffle  the  sound  of  their  footsteps;  consequently 
an  angler  sitting  at  a chubby  corner  of  a back- 
water they  soon  reached  received  no  notice  of  their 
approach.  “ There’s  the  man  I wrote  to  you 
about,”  said  Polly  to  Fred  in  a whisper,  for  since 
the  days  of  short  frocks  she  had  acquired  the 
belief  that  contemplative  men  of  the  angle,  when 
awaiting  “bites”  or  “knocks,’  expect  almost 
churchy  and  awesome  silence  from  spec- 
tators privileged  to  overlook  their  opera- 
tions. Masters  said  nothing, ^ but  quietly 
drawing  his  companion  back  beliind  the  hedge, 
w-ith  a finger  on  his  lipq  he  s lently  drew  h- r 
further  attention  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
supposed  angler.  The  man’s  movements, 
although  stealthy,  apparently  lacked  true  angling 
caution,  inasmuch  as  he  was  sitting  very  close  to 
the  -water,  in  which  he  made  rapidly  con- 
tinuous casts  with  a heavily-leaded  ledger  line. 
At  length  the  rod  was  seen  to  bend  with  the  weight 
of  something  to  which  the  strong  flight  of  hooks 
on  the  line  had  become  attached,  and  that  some- 
thing pi’oved  to  be  a fine  chain,  which  the  man 
eagerly  grasped,  and  by  its  means  drew  to  his 
feet  from  the  water  a small  japanned  tin  deed- 
box,  on  which  there  remained  trace.s  of  whim 
painted  letter.--.  AVith  animated  expression,  Polly 
whispered  to  Fred,  “ Miss  AA’^alton’s  jewels  I for 
she  well  remembered  seeing  them  in  the  selfsame 
box  when  the  lady’s  maid  at  Densford  House 
helped  her  to  a peep  at  them  the  very  day  before 
the  robbery. 

The  sound  of  oai-s,  denoting  the  approach  of  a 
boat  on  the  main  stream,  seemed  to  quicken 


the  action  of  the  my.sterious  angler,  for  after 
unfastening  the  chain  and  placing  his  curious 
catch  in  his  fishing  box,  he  slung  the  latter  ovei- 
his  shoulder,  and  without  t)-oubling^  about  his 
rod  and  line,  turned  v\-ith  his  load,  to  find  himself 
confronted  Ijy  Masters,  who  asked  him,  “ AVell, 
what  sport!'”  ‘ O,  nothin’,  gnv’nor.”  “ I must 
ask  you  to  show  me  the  contents  ol  your  box.” 
“AVotfor.P  Not  me,  you’re  no  bailiff!”  “But 
hero  come.s  someone  who  is,”  chimed  in  ready- 
witted  Polly,  as  she  looked  river-wards  and  called 
“ Mr.  Brading  ! ” “ Aye  ! aye  ! ” came  back  the 

answer  from  behind  a clump  of  withies,  and  a 
moment  after  the  old  fisherman  rowed  up  the 
backwater,  and  landed  just  in  time  to_ become  an 
astonished  spectator  of  a smart  but  brief  struggle 
between  Fred  M-asters  and  the  sham  angler,  who 
with  head  “in  chancery”  under  the  strong  arm 
of  the  young  detective,  struggled  so  vi-jlenlly 
that  a false  beard  became  detached  and  left 
exposed  the  face  of  its  owner.  “ Why,  it's  Mr. 
Batty  ! ” gasped  Polly.  “ If  so,  that’s  about  the 
tenth  name  he  has  appropriated  then,”  remarked 
Maslers,  as  he  held  at  arm’s  length  one  of 
the  late  occupants  of  the  grey  houseboat,_  and 
known  best  to  him  as  “ Jim  the  AVaiter. 
“Brading,  just  open  his  box,  and  sec  if  his  fish 
are  all  the  right  size,  will  you  ? 

AVith  the  coolness  cf  resignation  the  captive 
here  said,  “ You’ll  find  a key  in  ray  pocket  that 
will  open  the  tin  box  with  the  jevvels.  Only  one 
can  win  in  a game  of  thi.s  soro,  Miss  Polly,  and 
your  sweetheart  here  has  had  a run  of  good 
cards — it'll  be  the  making  of  him — and  you.” 
Tender-hearted  Polly  for  the  moment  forgot  the 
evil  side  of  the  speaker’s  character,  and  t'ao'aght 
only  of  him  as  the  civil  customer  and  general 
fa  murite  with  the  other  frequenters  of  the  White 
Bear;  for  Jim  the  AVai'er  had  in  the  previous 
summer  thoroughly  well  acted  the  part  of  a 
sporting  gentleman’s  handy  man. 

The  jewels  wore  found  all  safe  in  the  tin  box, 
and  Master .s  said  to  his  captive,  “This  means 
Crookford  lock-up  for  youto-night,”  to  which  here- 
ceives  the  almost  cheerful  answer,  “ All  right,  1 11 
go  quietly.”  And,  indeed,  as  these  four  characters 
in  the  drama  walked  back  towards  the  village,  the 
man  who  was  about  to  spend  a cheerless  Christ- 
mas, and  even  with  Fred’s  strong  grip  on  his  collar 
and  arm,  chattilj’,  and  with  traces  of  pride,  m-ade 
a clean  breast  of  the  circumstances  of  the  great 
jewel  robbery. 

The  condensed  facts  of  his  story  are  these  : He 
and  Toff  Lee,  the  geatleman  of  the  blazer,  care- 
fully planned  the  robbery,  and  gave  an  entirely 
innocent  cloak  to  their  operations  by  living  as 
gentleman  and  servant  in  the  housecoat^  some 
time  both  before  and  after  they  took  the  jewels. 
They  had  agreed  to  divide  profits  equally,  but 
Jim  the  AVaiter  secretly  discovered  th-ao  his  com- 
panion was  waitingfor  achance  to  take  everything 
for  himself,  a trick  in  the  accomplishment  of 
which  he  relied  upon  his  mistaken  belief  that  his 
sham  servant  could  not  swim,  and  that,  therefore, 
the  box  of  jewels  lying  snugly  in  a recess  of  the 
citnp-sheathing  by  ihe  fdmous  biirbsl  swim  was  nis 
o-,vn  whenever  opportunity  served.  But  it 
was  a case  of  draraond  cut  diamond,  for 
oil  the  evening  of  the  day  wiien  the  uii- 
suspectiu-jc  Lee  rowed  to  Henley,  he  returned  to 
find  the  houseboat  deserted;  his  “handyunau, 
who  had  kept  his  swimming  powers  lu  tlio 
background,  having  just  previously  breasted 
th6  strong  currents  at  Willow  Island,  as  Masters 
and  the  "puntsman  Brading  well  remembered, 
and  shifted  the  position  of  the  box  of  jewels 
to  the  slow  deep  swim  in  the  backwater,  from 
which  he  succeeded  in  recovering  it  months  a,fter, 
as  related,  having  spent  a week  of  exciting 
winter  -fishing  before  making  the  grand  cheu, 
and  having  previously  ascertained  that  loll  Lee 
was  safe  in  Fortlaiid  for  a long  term. 

The  Colonel’s  gift  to  Masters  enabled  theyoung 
detective  to  leave  the  force  ; and  as  George  Shor- 
land was  anxious  to  retire  from  active  work,  he 
willingH  gave  up  his  position  of  host  of  the 
AVhite^Bear  to  his  son-in-law,  and  under  licr  new 
name  of  I’olly  Masters  the  brightest  jewel  of 
Crookford  commenced  a long  and  happy  reign  as 
wife  and  hostess.  Cl.yyr  Kexw.yl. 
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THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


Hecembeu  23,  1893 


THE  SPEY  SALMON  FISHINGS. 

The  present  season  seems  likely  to  revive  the 
sub]ect  which  formed  so  fertile  a theme  for  dis- 
cussion three  years  ago — namely,  the  cause  or 
causes  of  the  decay  of  salmon  fishing  in  the  Speyi 
The  extraordinary  drought  in  March  and  April 
this  year  was,  no  douht,  an  obvious  cause  of  the 
failure  of  the  spring  fishings  in  the  upper  waters  ; 
and  the  uncertainty  of  the  season  is  always  a 
distracting  element  in  this  interesting  problem. 
The  favourable  conditions  as  regards  weather 
that  prevailed  in  the  years  1891  and  18! t2,  ren- 
dering the  returns  to  anglers  fairly  satisfactory, 
lessened  their  inclination  to  complain  of  the 
decay  which  it  may  be  feared  was  only  tem- 
porarily mitigated,  not  really  arrested,  in  those 
years. 

The  discussion  of  1890  seemed  to  prove  that 
the  deterioration  of  salmon  fishing  in  the  Spey 
was  due  to  causes  altogether  apart  from  the 
fluctuations  of  seasons ; and  with  the  view  of 
obtaining  an  authentic  report  on  the  whole  sub- 
ject, the  well-known  expert,  Mr.  Henry  Ffennell, 
was  re(|uested  to  visit  the  district,  and  inspect 
the  river  from  its  upper  reaches  to  the  sea.  He 


is  to  supply  each  year  as  large  an  amount  of  fish 
I as  possible  to  the  market®,  the  modes  and  times 
of  capture  being  so  arranged  by  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment as  not  to  allow  of  a too  thorough  fishing  of 
the  sea,  estuary,  and  inland  waters,  in  order  that 
a sufficient  stock  of  breeding  fisb  should  be  left 
undisturbed  on  the  spawning  beds  each  year  to 
perform  the  necessary  work  of  reproducing  their  t 
species.  I contend  that  the  interests  of  the  upper  j 
and  lower  proprietors  of  all  salmon  rivers  are 
absolutely  alike,  and  I believe  that  if  those  two 
sections  of  the  fishing  community  worked  ener- 
getically and  harmoniously  together,  it  would  be 
for  the  benefit  not  only  of  each  individual  person 
interested  in  that  particular  river,  but  also  for 
the  country  generally.” 

He  then  expresses  his  conviction  that  “ for 
supplying  our  markets  with  valuable  food  we 
must  depend  upon  the  nets,”  but  that  at  the 
same  time  ” anglers’  rights  should  in  no  way  be 
neglected.”  Mr.  Ffennell  then  states  that  he  had 
the  advantage  of  inspecting  the  Duke  of  Eich- 
mond’s  fisheries,  and  the  privilege  of  questioning 
the  fishermen  engaged  in  the  netting  operations 
along  the  river  and  in  the  sea. 

“ 1 had  every  opportunity  of  seeing  for  myself 


appeared  to  me  eminently  calculated  to  be  just 
I the  sort  of  river  likely  to  attract  salmon.  The 
j river  is  also  wonderfully  free  from  pike  and  other 
predaceous  fishes.” 

Alluding  next  to  the  fact  “ that  the  salmon 
angling  along  Speyside  appears  of  late  years  to 
have  deteriorated  in  a very  marked  degree,”  he 
proceeds : — 

” The  figures  show,  indeed,  those  curious  and 
unaccountable  fluctuations  in  capture  which  con- 
stantly attend  the  gathering  in  of  the  salmon 
harvest.  But,  considering  the  splendid  character 
of  the  river,  and  taking  into  consideration  the 
grand  stretches  of  pools  which  I saw  as  I wan- 
dered down  from  Grantown  to  Tugnet,  I think 
the  yield  of  fish  to  the  rods  in  the  upper  waters 
of  this  fine  river  has  of  late  years  been  miserable 
in  the  extreme.  Yet,  poor  as  the  angling  has 
been  along  Speyside,  I am  utterly  astonished  it 
has  not  been  worse,  and  this  because  of  the 
thorough  and  persistent  manner  in  which  netting 
has  been  carried  on  along  the  inland  waters  as 
distinct  from  the  sea. 

“ I understand  that  along  certain  waters  in  the 
Upper  Spey,  rights  exist,  or  are  at  any  rate 
claimed,  of  putting  in  the  net  and  fishing  for 


I 


made  the  inspection  personally,  with  every  facility 
for  the  work  afforded  him  by  the  Duke  of  Eich- 
mond  and  the  other  proprietors  of  fishings,  in 
the  course  of  the  summer  of  1891.  and  sent  in  his 
report  in  August  of  that  year.  The  document  is 
too  voluminous  to  be  published  in  full,  but  the 
substance  of  it  may  be  stated  as  follows  : — 

Mr.  Ffennell  begins  his  report  by  stating  that, 
when  asked  to  visit  the  Eiver  Spey  with  a view  of 
reporting  upon  the  condition  of  the  salmon 
fisheries  generally  of  the  district,  he  ‘‘  consented 
to  do  so,  on  the  distinct  understanding  that  I was 
to  carry  on  my  investigations  in  such  a manner 
as  I thought  fit,  and  that  in  no  way  was  I to  be 
hampered  by  trying  to  make  out  a case  in  favour 
of  one  particular  section  of  the  fishing  interests 
in  opposition  to  another.”  He  then  proceeds  : — 
“I  explained  that  in  dealing  with  a food- 
producing  industry  like  the  salmon  fisheries  I ' 
considered  it  of  paramount  importance  that  the  ; 
commercial  side  of  the  question  should  have 
every  consideration,  and  that  anglers  and  upper 
proprietors  should  be  led,  if  possible,  to 
acknowledge  that  the  primary  object  of  all  our 
fishing  regulations  and  enactments  undoubtedly 
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' the  manner  in  which  the  crews  worked  the  nebs 
j from  Tugnet  up  to  the  Orton  water,  and  along  the 
j coast  from  Lossiemouth  on  the  one  side  of  the 
I mouth  of  the  river,  to  Port  Gordon  on  the  other 
j side.  I had,  in  addition,  the  advantage  of  con- 
; suiting  documents  at  the  estate  oifioe  in  Foch- 
abers.” 

j Of  the  Spey  as  a salmon-yielding  river,  he 
reports ; — 

“ From  my  knowledge  of  salmon  rivers — 
which,  I should  add,  is  chiefly  derived  from  Eng- 
lish and  Irish  waters — I can  conscientiouslv  say 
I that  I do  not  know  any  river  which  possesses  so 
i many  natural  characteristics  for  the  successful 
I propagation  of  the  Scdmonidse  as  does  the  Eiver 
! ; and,  added  to  this,  I am  equally  confident 

in  affirming  that  th?re  is  no  river  in  the  three 
kingdoms  less  hampered  by  the  presence  of  either 
natural  or  artificial  obstacles  to  the  ascent  of  fish 

mill  dams,  pollutions,  and  other  deterrents  to 
the  development  of  the  salmon  fisheries — which 
exist  more  or  less  abundantly  along  nearly  all  our 
inland  waters.  The  river,  I was  told,  has  a fall  of 
16ft.  to  the  mile — pure  swift-flowing  water.  The 
succession  of  grand  deep  pools  along  the  river  all 


what  is  called  ‘the  house.’  That,  I presume, 
means  that  when  a fish  is  w'anted  for  the  table, 
and  cannot  be  got  by  rod  and  line,  a net  can  be 
legitimately  worked,  and  the  fish  so  captured 
used  for  the  table  in  the  house  of  the  proprietor 
or  lessee  of  the  water  ; or  it  may  be  the  net  can  be 
used  when  the  proprietor  or  lessee  wishes  to  pro- 
vide a fish  for  a friend.  .Several  proprietors 
hardly  ever  fish  the  net,  and  when  they  do  it 
is  absolutely  and  entirely  for  the  use  of  the 
house.” 

But  he  also  found  that  “ certain  waters  in  the 
higher  districts  of  the  river  had  been,  and  were 
then  being  extensively  netted,”  adding, ‘‘ In  all 
conscience,  the  lower  waters  are  netted  closely 
enough,  but  if,  added  to  that,  is  permitted  this 
systematic  netting  for  ‘ the  market’  in  the  higher 
waters,  how  can  it  be  expected  that  anything  like 
a sufficient  stock  of  fish  will  be  left  each  year  in 
the  river  for  breeding  purposes  ? It  is  simply,  to 
my  mind,  something  like  burning  the  candle  at 
both  ends.” 

He  then  proceeds  as  follows  : — 

“Owing  to  the  diligent  and  persistent  manner 
in  which  the  nets  are  worked  along  the  fresh 
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waters  of  the  Spey,  from  Tugnet  to  tlie  top  of 
Orton  water,  a distance  of  some  nine  miles,  it  is 
my  oiiinion  that  a very  formidable  check  is  given 
to  the  proper  development  of  the  salmon  fisheries 
of  the  district  generally,  and  I feel  confident  that 
neither  the  proprietors  of  the  net  fishings  below, 
nor  the  proprietors  of  the  angling  waters  above, 
are  getting  anything  like  the  amount  of  fish  they 
would  were  a more  moderate  mode  of  fishing 
carried  on. 

“Seven  crews,  consisting  of  six  men  and  a 
boy,  work  up  to  Fochabers  Bridge.  A draw  net 
is  worked,  I understand,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
and  six  crews,  manned  as  above,  fish  the  river 
from  Fochabers  to  Orton.  Although  the  net  is 
not  long  in  the  water  for  each  cast,  and  although 
the  men  rest  for  a considerable  time  before  they 
commence  to  work  again,  it  struck  me  very 
forcibly  that  the  netting  as  carried  on  is  of  a very 
exhaustive  character.  Added  to  this  fishing  in 
the  nine  miles  of  fresh  water,  it  should  be 
recollected  that  the  fish,  in  making  for  the  river, 
have  to  encounter  the  numerous  bag  and  fly  nets 
that  bristle  along  the  coast. 

“ I shall  not  in  this  report  enter  into  the 
question  of  the  bag  and  fly  nets ; for  although 
they  are,  as  I have  said,  numerous  enough,  I 
certainly  think  that  if  the  salmon  were  less 
harassed  by  the  nets  after  they  had  entered  the 
fresh  water,  the  reputation  of  the  Spey  as  a 
prolific  salmon-yielding  river  would  he  credit- 
ably maintained,  and  in  a few  years  would  yield 
to  both  upper  and  lower  proprietors  a vastly 
greater  amount  of  fish  than  she  does  at  present. 

“ In  my  opinion,  if  I may  be  allowed  to  say  so, 

I consider  the  Duke  of  Richmond  is  robbing 
himself. 

“ In  saying  this,  it  must  he  distinctly  under- 
stood that  I do  not  in  the  least  believe  that  the 
Duke’s  fishermen  are  in  any  way  infringing  the 
law  or  fishing  beyond  the  rights  he  enjoys  along 
the  river. 

On  the  contrary,  indeed,  the  Duke,  w'ere  he 
so  inclined,  might  fish  much  more  extensively, 
both  in  sea  and  river,  than  he  does  at  present, 
and  I have  little  doubt  that  were  the  fishings 
which  he  holds  in  the  hands  of  different  pro- 
prietors, the  river  would  bs  much  more  exten- 
sively netted  than  it  is  at  present.” 

Taking  up  the  question  of  pollutions,  Mr. 
Ffennell  says : — 

“ Happily  the  river  is  comparatively  free  from 
the  presence  of  deleterious  matter.  The  dis- 
tilleries, so  far  as  I could  make  out,  are  the 
only  offenders  in  that  respect.  And  even  then 
the  refuse  sent  forth  from  such  establishments  is 
not  of  a sufficiently  poisonous  nature  to  absolutely 
kill  the  fish,”  hut  “ the  discharge  certainly  causes 
a vast  amount  of  annoyance  to  anglers,  many 
of  whom  pay  a large  sum  for  the  privilege 
of  fishing.”  “ When  the  outflow  of  the  dis- 
tillery wash  flows  into  the  river  and  into  the 
tributary  streams,  the  water  for  a considerable 
distance,  and  for  some  time,  is  horribly  discoloured ; 
and  1 had  ample  evidence  that  during  the  time 
the  water  remains  discoloured,  and  for  some 
time  after,  the  salmon  cannot  be  made  to  move. 
The  effect  of  the  pollution  is  evidently  to  sicken 
them,  and  until  the  wash  clears  away  fishing 
is  useless.  Whether  the  salmon,  when  the  pol- 
lution is  running  into  the  river,  push  up  to  where 
the  water  is  not  contaminated,  I cannot  say ; 
but  there  can  be  no  doubt  the  wash  from  the 
distilleries  interferes  very  much  with  sport. 
Distilleries  of  late  years  have  increased  consider- 
ably along  Speyside,  and  I maintain  that  every 
precaution  should  be  taken  to  counteract  the 
pollution  caused  by  the  wash  from  them.” 

After  expressing  an  opinion  that  the  protection 
of  the  young  salmon  is  not  sufficiently  attended 
to,  the  report  concludes  as  follows  : — 

“ It  appears  to  me  that,  if  ever  there  was  a case 
where  the  happy  combination  of  upper  and  lower 
proprietors  working  in  harmony  together  ought 
to  be  brought  about,  and  that  without  much 
difficulty,  it  is  on  the  Spey. 

“The  upper  proprietors  on  the  Spey  are  not 
many,  while  the  chief  netting  proprietor,  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  (I  see  by  the  report  of  the 
Board),  is  the  owner  of  property  along  which  are 
many  important  spawning  beds.  He,  therefore, 
is  also  an  upper  proprietor,  so  I say  this  is  a case 
indeed  in  which  upper  and  lower  proprietors 
ought,  if  possible,  to  work  together  for  the  general  | 
good  of  the  river. 


“ I firmly  believe  that,  without  going  into  any 
elaborate  arrangements  for  the  Inlying  up  of 
certain  fishing  rights,  which  no  doubt  would  lie  a 
very  costly  business,  the  Spey  fisheries  generally 
would  be  immensely  impi-oved  by  an  additional 
and  substantial  weekly  slap  in  that  portion  of  the 
fresh  waters  which  is  now  so  closely  fished.” 

“ If  such  an  arrangement  was  come  to,  it 
should  be  made  imperative  that  no  netting 
except  for  the  house  should  take  place  in  the 
upper  waters  of  the  river.” 

Negotiations  were  accordingly  entered  into 
with  the  Duke  of  Richmond  for  an  extension  of 
the  weekly  close  time,  but  without  result. 

Henky  Ffennell,  in  the  Scotsmin. 


^cotc!^  llofcs. 

By  Mac. 

The  weather  in  Scotland  still  continues  black, 
bluft'erty,  and  foul,  with  snow  off  and  on  falling 
in  the  higher  districts  ; and,  as  if  to  make  up  for 
the  lack  of  water  in  them  in  summer  and  early 
autumn,  the  rivers  and  streams  keep  tearing 
down  in  heavy  volume.  It  is  now  beyond  any 
doubt  that  much  salmon  ova  will  be  lost  this 
winter.  For  this  there  is  little  need,  as  every- 
where, except  in  the  very  head  waters  of  a few 
rivers,  the  season’s  stock  of  spawners  has  proved 
an  exceptionally  poor  one. 

Considering  the  meagre  stock  of  gravid  fish 
it  is  all  the  more  to  be  regretted  that  those  in 
charge  of  hatcheries  have  been  so  unsuccessful 
in  their  efforts  to  collect  ova  this  winter.  Scarcely 
any  of  the  Scotch  hatcheries,  in  consequence  of 
the  continuously  flooded  state  of  the  rivers,  have 
been  got  filled  to  the  full ; many  of  them  are  as  yet 
but  little  better  than  half  filled,  whilst  a number 
of  them  still  continue  to  be  stocked  to  no  greater 
an  extent  than  a third  of  their  holding  capacity. 


The  theory  that  the  minnow  does  not  work  well 
as  a bait  for  salmon  and  trout  in  rivers  where 
minnows  are  not  to  be  met  with  is  every  year 
being  more  completely  knocked  on  the  head. 
G udgeon,  which  are  not  native,  have  proved  very 
nailing  as  a bait  in  the  salmon  rivers  of  Scotland, 
wherever  tried  under  conditions  quite  suitable  for 
using  them  ; and  more  widely  with  the  minnow, 
the  results  have  been  just  the  same.  On  the 
Spey,  which  is  without  the  minnow,  minnow 
fishing  has  done  famously.  Following  the 
minnow,  as  a matter  of  course,  comes  the 
gudgeon,  and  after  it  comes  the  eel-tail.  Rumour 
accordingly  now  hath  it  that  with  these  three 
delightful  baits,  which  the  Spey-side  fly-fishers 
have  welcomed  with  such  enthusiasm,  “ Old 
Spey  ” is  to  get  a proper  raking  this  coming 
spring.  If  “ she  ” does,  I predict  the  capture  of 
few  fish  by  the  fly-fishers. 

Trawling  formed  one  of  the  chief  subjects  of 
discussion  at  the  recent  annual  conference  of  the 
Caithness  Fisheries  Association.  It  was  stated 
that  during  the  night  and  on  Sundays  the 
trawlers  worked  close  to  the  shore,  and  great 
damage  to  the  interests  of  the  line  fishermen 
ensued.  It  was  agreed  to  make  a strong  repre- 
sentation to  the  Scotch  Secretary  and  the  Fishery 
Board  as  to  the  necessity  for  a more  efficient  sea 
police.  It  was  resolved  to  adhere  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Stornoway  fishermen  that  the  herring 
fishing  close  time  on  the  west  coast  should  extend 
to  May  15.  

Three  braif  Hielanmen,  “ Rory  Bhig,”  “ John 
Alister,”  and  “Ally  Crubach,”  hailing  from  the 
Loch  Broom  district,  were  last  week  in  the 
Sheriff  Court  at  Dingwall  sentenced  by  Sheriff' 
Hill  to  pay  a fine  of  £1  10s.  each  for  poaching 
with  nets  for  sea  trout  in  the  district  of  the  River 
Broom,  Ross-shire.  Witnesses  gave  evidence  of 
having  found  thirty-nine  sea  trout  under  the  net 
which  the  accused  threw  down  when  they  noticed 
that  a rush  was  being  made  upon  them. 

An  Aberdeen  correspondent  writes  : “ Dee  and 
Don  are  still  much  above  their  normal  water 
height  for  the  time  of  the  year.  Both  have  now 
commenced  in  them  the  ascent  of  the  early 
season  clean  fish,  but  it  is  too  early  yet  to  expect 
any  strength  of  a run  of  these.  Once,  however. 


the  New  Hear  is  past  a good  head  of  them  going 
up  will  be  looked  for  whenever  both  weather  and 
water  prove  conducive  to  ascent.  The  large 
autumn-run  salmon  are  scarce  in  comparison 
this  winter.  A lot  of  them  have  now  taken  the 
redds  in  the  middle  reaches,  but  as  yet  there 
seems  to  be  little  spawning  of  them  going  on  in 
the  lower  waters.”  


There  is  just  about  to  leave  the  studio  of  Mr. 
.Tohn  Shireffs,  S.S.A — one  of  the  foremost  of 
Scotland’s  artists  in  water  colours — a grand 
fishing  picture  pourtraying  the  Blackwater  Falls 
and  Salmon  Fool  at  Balnacoilin  Sutherlandshirc, 
in  perfect  angling  size  and  colour  of  water,  with 
John  McIntyre,  the  celebrated  salmon  rod, 
fishing  the  Fall  Pool  from  the  rustic  wooden 
bridge  which  spans  the  falls.  The  whole  subject 
shows  the  hand  of  a master  at  such  work,  and  in 
respect  of  the  pose  of  the  angler  and  pisition  of 
the  rod  it  is  treated  as  only  an  angler-artist 
could  treat  it. 


The  snowfall  and  heavy  rains  of  the  past  three 
weeks  have  flooded  the  northern  rivers  to  such 
an  extent  that  great  anxiety  is  being  felt  along 
their  course  lest  they  overflow  their  banks.  The 
River  Beauly  is  in  hearty  spate,  and  under  the 
severe  strain  of  the  last  two  months  the  embank- 
ments are  beginning  to  suffer,  and  have  to  be 
constantly  watched.  On  the  Dingwall  and  Skye 
line  several  of  the  mountain  streams  have  over- 
run their  banks,  but  so  far  little  damage  has  been 
done.  The  weather  still  continues  wet  and 
boisterous.  A fear  is  prevalent  that  much  des- 
truction of  salmon  ova  will  have  been  caused  by 
the  flooding,  and  that,  when  once  the  water  goes 
back,  a still  further  loss  will  be  caused  by 
desiccation  and  frost,  from  the  outer  redds,  in 
which  many  fish  must  have  spawned  during  the 
high  waters,  getting  to  be  above  the  water  level. 

A CORRESPONDENT,  with  rather  a vein  of  sarcasm 
in  his  composition,  writes  in  re  the  grayling : 
“ Grayling  acclimatisation  in  the  Clyde  has  begun 
to  flag  somewhat.  A few  of  the  enthusiasts  have 
had  some  days’  sport,  and  they  say  that  Scotland 
has  the  waters  for  grayling,  but  not  the  weather  ! 
This  is  their  verdict  after  recovery  ! 

Oli  Scotland,  thou’rt  ower  oauld  a hole. 

For  nursin’  siccan  vermin.” 

And  he  adds : “ Friend  Tod,  good,  sterling,  honest 
chap,  I know  you  always  ‘tell  the  truth  and 
shame  the  de’il’,  but  did  you  not  err  just  a wee 
about  that  big  Deveron  trout  the  keeper  caught 
at  Forglen  the  other  year  ? Was  its  weight  not 
nearer  9lb.  than  71b.?  Big  trout  in  the  Deveron  ; 
I be  ‘ bloaed,’  they  are  still  there,  in  some  places. 
Why,  on  April  20,  1891,  I myself  caught  three  in 
succession  in  the  Meaggie  stream — all  well  over 
11b.,  the  heaviest  just  touching  21b.  But  wasn’t 
the  Forglen  trout  a whopper  ? I wish  it  had 
been  you  that  got  him.  There  is  no  better  hand, 
and  none  more  deserving  such  a trout  than  you.” 


“ Some  of  the  Tweed  renters  last  season  caught 
salmon  in  that  river  at  the  cost  of  about  £100  per 
fish.  The  bad  fishing  has,  however,  had  little 
effect  on  t.he  letting  of  salmon  waters.  Most  of 
the  Tay  is,  I hear,  taken  by  last  year’s  tenants.” 
Hope  springs  eternal  in  the  human  breast. 

By  reason  of  the  flooding  in  the  Ayr,  that 
ancient  structure  Robbie  Burns’  “Auld  Brig  o’ 
Ayr”  has  become  rather  tottery.  But, all  praise 
to  them,  the  patriotic  chiels  and  local  authorities 
of  Ayr  will  not  see  it  fall  if  they  can  help  it. 
Like  the  Auld  Kirk  of  Scotland,  the  brig  is  to 
get  its  “stake.!  strengthened,”  and  to  this  end  a 
good  round  sum  will  be  devoted. 

I FIND  that  during  the  month  of  April  this 
year  about  two  hundred  salmon — or  more  than 
two-thirds  of  the  catch  for  the  month — were 
caught  by  the  three  rods  on  the  Invercauld  Hotel 
fishery  at  Ballater,  on  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee, 
with  the  “ Blue  Charm  ” lly.  Oa  the  “ Jeannie” 
fly  most  of  the  remainder  w’ere  got.  But  a few 
years  ago,  everyone  swore  by  tlie  “ Logie  ” for 
April  and  the  “ Cordon  ” and  “ W’'hite  Wing  ” for 
March.  Now  it  is  the  “ Blue  Charm  ” for  April 
and  the  “ Mar  Lodge  ” for  March  that  everyone 
must  have;  and  canny  Geordie  Smith  is  sair 
foughten  to  meet  the  demands  of  his  patrons  for 
these  prized  patterns. 
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The  letting  of  salmon  rod  fishings  is  getting 
on  briskly,  and  with  no  indication  of  a fall  in  the 
rents,  notwithstanding  the  great  dearth  of  sjjort 
experienced  nearly  all  along  the  line  during  the 
different  seasons  of  this  year,  and  that  for  several 
years  back  the  angling  on  a number  of  rivers  has 
been  falling  off  more  or  less. 


Mr.  Donald  Watson,  tackle  maker,  Inverness, 
writes  : “ You  did  not  come  to  fish  the  Findhorn 
as  promised.  I just  had  one  day  at  it  myself  on 
.July  ‘20,  when  I had  some  nice  trout.  I have  the 
two  best  preserved,  811b.  and  4flb.,  and  will  be 
very  pleased  to  .show  them  to  you  the  first  time 
you  are  in  Inverness.  A party  came  here  some 
time  ago  to  net  the  Yess  for  ova  to  put  into  the 
Conon  I'iver  in  Ross-shire,  but  was  unsuccessful, 
as  it  was  too  late  over  for  getting  spawners  in  the 
Ness.  The  river  is  now  in  flood  and  could  not 
be  fished  with  the  net.  In  any  case,  I fancy  there 
would  be  no  ova  to  get  now,  as  my  belief  is  that 
all  the  fish  have  spawned  out.” 


I siioi  LD  like  to  see  a well-reasoned  out  discus- 
sion on  the  following,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  ‘‘  I 
have  no  actual  kmowledge  of  the  degree  in  which 
the  instinct  of  entering  rivers  at  a certain  season 
is  transmitted  by  heredity  in  the  salmon.  To 
judge  by  analogies  one  is  inclined  to  maintain 
that  such  a transmission  must  obtain  in  the 
individuals  of  the  fish.” 


The  Scotch  Fishery  Board  is  getting  on.  At 
last  it  has  determined  to  prove  its  existence  with 
respect  to  the  salmon,  and  will  shortly,  I hear, 
give  a ponderous  consideration  of  these  three 
vast  subjects  : salmon  disease,  salmon  migrations, 
and  salmon-obstructing  falls. 


Waltoiiaita 

These  rains  of  late  have  hardly  been  sufficient, 
at  least  in  the  south  of  England,  to  clean  out  the 
rivers.  Something  more  than  a little  colour  in 
the  water  is  required  to  give  us  good  fishing  just 
now.  Weeds  rot  and  there  is  a variety  of  decay- 
ing stuff  lying  on  the  bottom  in  every  eddy  and 
f(uiet  backwater,  rendering  the  stream  more  or 
less  foul.  The  effect  of  the  recent  rains  on  the 
Thames  has  been  to  give  the  water  an  unusual 
and  curious  milky  appearance.  I do  not  remem- 
ber ever  seeing  it  cpite  that  colour  before.  How- 
ever, there  has  been  a heavy  rainfall  this  week, 
so  the  condition  of  the  water  may  be  improved 
before  long.  

Perch  and  jack  were  feeding  fairly  well  one 
day,  I tried  them  for  a couple  of  hours  ; indeed, 
the  small  jack  were  quite  a nuisance,  four  of  them 
taking  my  minnows  in  one  small  eddy.  The 
perch  were  biting  shyly,  but  were  to  be  caught 
by  the  dexterous  use  of  the  paternoster,  which  is 
a wonderful  piece  of  tackle  if  you  know  how  to 
use  it.  One  should  have  a light  hand,  and  not 
too  stiff  a rod,  and  the  instant  a bite  is  felt  the 
line  should  be  yielded  a little  to  the  fish.  Of 
course  there  are  days  when  whatever  you  do  you 
hook  them,  but  if  the  perch  are  not  feeding  well 
the  greatest  care  is  needed.  I cannot  tell  you 
when  to  strike.  Some  days  this  should  be  done 
immediately  a bite  is  felt ; on  others  it  is  better 
to  wait  a second  or  two,  gently  yielding  the  line 
in  the  manner  aforesaid.  If  a perch  takes  the 
head  of  the  minnow  at  once  into  his  mouth,  it  is 
difficult  to  understand  why  we  should  not  strike 
at  once,  but  it  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  if  one 
strikes  at  the  fir.-t  touch  many  fish  are  lost. 


Thi.<  reminds  me  that  a statement  recently 
appeared  in  the  Field  that  perch  sometimes  seize 
the  bait  cross- ways,  like  a pike,  and  swim  away  with 
it  before  pouching  it.  Last  week  a correspondent 
wrote,  questioning  the  accuracy  of  that  state- 
ment, and  declaring  that,  when  bites  or  nibbles 
were  felt  which  were  missed,  they  were  occasioned 
by  roach,  which  nibbled  at  the  hooks  to  which 
the  minnows  were  attached — possibly  regarding 
them  as  little  worms  on  which  the  minnows  were 
feeding.  Many  strange  things  happen  under  the 


water,  but  I very  much  doubt  the  accuracy  of 
this  roach  theory,  intended  to  account  for  the 
perch  which  are  mis.°ed.  I do  know  as  a fact 
that  perch  sometimes  take  a minnow  cross-ways, 
for  I have  seen  them  do  it  in  an  aquarium.  In 
■ fact,  in  confinement  they  seem  to  take  whichever 
part  of  the  minnow  comes  first,  but  usually  (not 
always)  swallow  the  little  fish  head  foremost 
eventually.  

During  this  period  of  short  days  I have  been 
devoting  a portion  of  the  hours  of  darkness  to 
developing  the  negatives  I took  during  my 
wanderings  in  the  summer.  I took  on  the  whole 
over  a hundred  photographs  with  my  Kodak,  com- 
mencing in  a glen  not  far  from  Loch  Shiel. 
Then  followed  a view  or  two  of  Mull,  near  Tober- 
mory. There  was  a good  deal  to  photograph  on 
the  voyage  up  the  west  coast  in  the  Clansman, 
the  successor  to  the  vessel  which  William  Black 
has  immortalised  in  “A  Princess  of  Thule.” 
There  w'ere  fleets  of  fishing  boats,  salmon  nets- 
men  in  their  ugly  square-sterned  craft,  ferry 
boats  laden  with  bags  of  wool,  picturesque  but 
squalid  fishing  villages  in  a setting  of  heather, 
gneiss,  mountains,  and  dark  sea  lochs.  And  I 
took  a portrait  of  that  dear  old  sailor,  the  captain 
of  the  Clansman,  gallantly  standing  on  the 
bridge  and  ordering  the  engines  to  go  astern,  or 
something  of  the  kind.  May  it  ever  be  my  fate 
to  sail  with  seaman  as  good  and  man  as  genial. 


Then  up  in  the  Lews  there  were  fishing  and 
shooting  incidents,  quaintly  - dressed  crofter 
women  and  curious  houses — hovels  rather — which 
the  poorest  English  farm  labourer  would  despise, 
and  even  an  Irishman  would  regard  as  not  worth 
quarrelling  about  with  his  landlord.  Then  I 
wandered  back  and  found  myself  on  the  east 
coast  photographing  children  paddling.  (Don’t 
mention  it,  but  I secured  a photograph,  one  of 
my  best,  of  three  great  women,  one  old  enough 
to  be  a grandmother,  indulging  in  that  juvenile 
amusement  all  of  a row.  Very  bad  form  to  take 
them,  but  the  temptation  was  strong  and  I fell ) 
My  old  friends  the  fishermen  from  Scotland  came 
round  after  the  east  coast  herrings,  and  were 
photographed  in  English  waters.  Then  I found 
myself  on  the  Norfolk  Broads  photographing 
men  fishing  for  roach  in  top  hats  (of  course  I 
mean  the  men  in  hats  not  the  fish,  but  to  say 
“ fishing  in  top  hats  for  roach  ’’  might  increase  the 
misunderstanding).  Those  splendid  sailing  craft, 
the  wherries,  helped  to  make  pictures  out  of  many 
a flat  landscape.  

And  now  I make  negatives,  and  then  prints,  en- 
largements, and  lantern  slides  of  them,  and  a plea- 
sant occupation  it  is,  recalling  many  a happy  day- 
spent  on  the  water  or  breezy  moorland.  Here 
let  me  say  that  there  is  no  better  way  of  seeing 
photographs  than  by-  means  of  a magic  lantern. 
It  is  the  simplest  thing  in  the  world  to  make 
lantern  slides  from  Kodak  negatives,  easier  even 
than  making  an  ordinary  print,  and  enlarged  on 
the  sheet  the  photographs  are  found  to  possess 
beauties  which  are  not  visible  in  the  little  quarter 
plate  prints.  

I H.AVE  rather  a good  developing  formula  for 
instantaneous  photographs.  It  runs  thus  : Place 
880grs.  of  sodium  sulphate  in  lOoz.  hot  water,  and 
when  it  has  mostly  melted  add  132grs.  Eikonogen 
and  Mgrs.  hydroquinone.  In  another  bottle  melt 
loz.  of  carbonate  of  potash  in  lOoz.  water.  When 
about  to  develope,  take  an  ounce  of  liquid  out  of 
each  bottle.  I find  this  answer  well  with  the 
Kodak  films  ; but  for  some  plates  it  is  too  strong, 
and,  in  addition,  loz.  of  w-ater  should  be  added  to 
the  2oz.  of  developer.  One  lot  of  developer  will 
do  for  several  films  ; but  it  is  not  advisable  to  be 
too  economical  in  the  w-ay  of  using  developer 
over  again,  for  each  time  it  loses  some  of  its 
strength,  and  with  instantaneous  photography 
one  generally  requires  a strong  developer  to  get 
good  results.  For  time  exposures,  commence  by 
adding  only  a small  portion  of  the  ]>otash 
solution,  increasing  the  amount  as  development 
proceeds.  _____ 

Finally,  coming  to  the  end  of  my  tether,  I 
wish  you  all  a very  Happy,  Merry  Christmas,  and 
freedom,  so  far  as  may-  be,  from  the  season’s  ills, 
bills,  and  pills.  Templar. 


AMONGST  THE  CHUB. 


We  anglers  spend  many  a pleasant  day  in  the 
course  of  a season,  and  as  far  as  I am  personally 
concerned,  no  outing  is  more  enjoyable  than  to 
go  for  chub  on  a winter’s  day.  There  alway-s 
seems  something  extremely  invigorating  and 
bracing  to  find  oneself — after  an  hour’s  sojourn  in 
a well-seasoned  smoking  carriage — in  the  keen, 
sweet, frosty  air  of,  say,  aDecember  morning,  away 
in  the  country,  where  the  river  runs  peacefully  on, 
and  one’s  principal  companions  are  the  fieldfares 
and  the  missel-thrushes.  I always  think,  too, 
that  when  an  angler  embarks  on  a chubbing 
expedition  it  thoroughly  puts  him  on  his  mettle, 
for  he  goes  to  the  river  with  the  know-ledge  that 
he  has  to  deal  with  a terribly  shy  and  cunning 
fish,  and  hence  it  causes  him  to  exercise  skill  and 
judgment  which  would  perhaps  otherwise  remain 
dormant.  The  Thames  and  Colne  chub  are  not 
captured  by  simply  putting  a pinch  of  salt  on 
their  tails,  or  by  launching  into  the  swim,  with  a 
sort  of  plunge  and  a splash,  a junk  of  cheese 
paste  or  bullock’s  pith.  Equally  possessed  of 
discretion  are  the  Lea  chub,  and  when  an  angler 
can  be  said  to  be  a successful  chub  fisherman  he 
stands  next  to  an  expert  trout  angler. 

A basket  of  freshly- caught  chub  is  a pleasing 
sight,  and  it  is,  I think,  nothing  short  of  a libel 
to  describe  the  chub  as  of  “obese  body,  empty 
head,  and  inflated  face.”  A 31b.  or  41b.  Thames 
or  Colne  chub,  caught  in  the  winter  time,  is  a 
fine-looking  fellow,  and  when  hooked — well,  look 
out  for  your  tackle  ! The  first  rush  of  a chub  is 
electrifying,  and  a good  fish  is  not  so  easily  taken 
as  some  people  would  have  us  imagine.  First  of 
all  there  is  to  keep  the  fish  out  of  the  boughs,  and 
when  he  is  in  the  stream  it  is  frequently  very 
pretty  sport  trying  to  bring  him  in  towards  the 
landing-net. 

I feel  assured  that  most  anglers  of  the  present 
day  will  agree  that  the  chub  is  far  from  being 
“empty  headed,”  if  the  appellation  is  meant  to 
convey  that  he  goes  about  lacking  the  knowledge 
of  how  to  take  care  of  himself.  What  cheven 
was  fifty  years  ago  I know  not,  not  having  then 
been  introduced  to  the  pomps  and  vanities  of  this 
wicked  world,  but  I do  know  now,  in  1893,  that 
the  chub  is  a very  level-headed  fellow,  and  wants 
a lot  of  catching  if  the  water  is  at  all  inclined  to 
be  bright.  At  any  rate,  one  would  think  so, 
after  watching  the  manceuvres  of  chub  anglers. 

ATe  sneak  up  to  a chub  hole  like  a Red  Indian  on 
the  look  out  for  a scalp,  and,  if  in  a boat  or  punt, 
glide  from  bush  to  bush  with  muffled  oars,  whilst 
liow  often  do  we  not  drop  our  caterpillars  on  the 
leaves  and  let  them  wriggle  off  into  the  stream  as 
if  they  had  found  their  way  into  the  water  by 
accident  P 

Like  I cores  of  other  anglers  I have  had  many 
successful  days’  chubbing  in  the  Thames  both  in 
the  summer  and  in  the  winter  months,  but  during 
the  hot  weather  the  fish  get  driven  from  the 
towing  path  side  of  the  river  by  the  boats  and 
steam  launches  and  low  water  to  haunts  where 
the  bank  angler  in  many  instances  cannot  get 
them.  It  is  in  swift  waters,  such  as  the  weir 
pools,  and  the  bushes  that  they  then  seek  refuge, 
and  can  be  had  from  punt  or  boat  with  cheese 
paste  or  greaves. 

It  is  most  interesting  to  get  outside  a “ bough  ” 
where  a school  of  chub  is  installed,  and  watch 
their  little  antics.  When  all  is  quiet,  there  steals 
out  from  the  innermost  nook  amongst  the  roots 
of  the  bough  a waggling  old  chub  of  about  3|lb. 
Moving  suspiciously  about,  first  up  and  then 
down  stream,  he  suddenly  makes  an  upward 
glance,  opens  his  well-developed  mouth,  and,  r 

looking  sideways  at  you,  seems  to  say,  as  he  wag^  f 

his  tail,  “ You  don’t  catch  me,”  and  vanishes.  Two 
minutes  later  a dark  form  is  seen  to  glide  out  of 
the  rubbish  and  slowly  swim  under  the  bank  for 
a couple  cf  yards  or  so;  then  a third,  then  a 
fourth,  and  then  we  slightly  raise  the  scull;  like  « 

lightning  the  chub  whirl  round,  clouds  of  mud  ) 

are  thrown  up,  and  the  wily  fish  are  in  their 
rooty  fortress.  It  is  a winter’s  day,  but  the  sun 
has  broken  up  the  frosty  air,  though  in  some 
parts  where  the  banks  are  unprotected  a glisten- 
ing fringe  of  ice  is  seen.  The  chub  we  have 
observed  and  disturbed  would  lock  pretty  in  the  ’ 

creel,  but  it  is  no  good  trying  for  them  just  yet. 

The  puntsman,  who,  by  the  way,  has  to-day  sub-  <. 
s-tituted  his  punt  for  a small  boat  with  a weight 
at  each  end,  row*  oli,  and  as  we  move  ([uietly 
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along,  about  a yard  outside  the  boughs,  1 am  able 
to  note  the  whereabouts  of  some  more  chub,  and 
mark  them  down  for  a visit  later  on  in  the  day. 
Half  an  hour  afterwards  the  following  scene 
is  being  enacted : The  fisherman,  after  rowing 
about  twenty  yards  above  the  swim  where  we 
came  across  the  chub,  turns  the  boat  into  the  bank, 
and,  crouching  on  a seat,  steadies  her  down 
stream  by  means  of  the  boughs.  T am  ensconced, 
rod  in  hand,  on  the  front  seat,  with  a lovely 
chunk  of  pith  on  a No.  .5  hook,  and  an  extra  large 
swan-quill  for  a float.  A few  yards  from  the 
“ bough  ” — the  water  is  somewhat  fine — I pop  the 
front  weight  gently  overboard,  on  the  bank  side, 
whilst  the  fisherman  makes  the  stern  fast  to  the 
branch  of  a hawthorn  bush.  “ Now  look  up,” 
says  the  fisherman,  throwing  in  a few  brains, 
‘‘  there’s  some  whollopers  there  ! ’’  The  float 
settles  down,  and  there  is  no  wobbling  as  it 
starts  on  its  journey.  The  stream  carries  the 
float  gently  on,  and  there  are  but  two  more  yards 
between  it  and  the  bough.  Like  lightning^  the 
mind  becomes  absorbed  with  visions  of  the  S^lb. 
fish  rushing  madly  at  the  pith  and  flopping  the 
float  down,  but  there  is  not  a move  discernable 
in  the  latter.  We  reel  up  again,  and  work  the 
float  in  closer  to  the  “bough,”  and  as  the  float 
runs  UD  to  it  we  keep  the  rod  well  over  to  the 
left.  Flop!  chung ! Got  yer ! The  laughing 
chub  will  never  make  grimaces  at  us  again.  He 
is  on  the  winch,  and  is  now  out  in  the  stream,  and 
has  lost  his  chance,  if  the  hock  does  not  come 
away,  of  ever  reaching  the  tackle-breaking  roots. 
Soon  the  fish  is  netted — a 3-pounder.  There  are 
some  more  chub  there  yet,  and  three  swims  after- 
wards I have  hooked  a second  fish,  which  turns 
out  to  be  undersized.  A third  fish  quickly 
follows,  and  before  we  leave  we  get  five  more  chub, 
making  eight  fish  from  lAlb.  to  3Hb.  from  one 
“bough.”  There  is  plenty  of  cover  about,  and 
the  next  swim  yields  a brace  of  fisli,  and  then  we 
suspend  hostilities  and  devote  our  attention  to  a 
veal  and  ham  pie,  and  some  extra  good  Burton. 
It  is  a hastily-eaten  luncheon,  for  there  are  more 
chub  to  be  caught,  and  as  we  proceed  up  the  river 
the  roar  of  the  weir  is  plainly  heard.  Not  far 
from  there  is  a good  chub  swim,  right  under  a 
bank  thickly  studded  with  willows,  and  my 
attendant  soon  has  the  boat  on  the  spot.  A 
mignonette-tinted  water  is  flowing  over  the  weir, 
and  falls  into  a pool  which  recalls  to  my  memory 
many  a good  day’s  barbeliing  in  August  and 
September.  White  patches  of  foam  skim  grace- 
fully over  the  surface  of  the  pool,  and,  dividing, 
are  carried  down  either  bank  side.  Close  by,  the 
missel  - thrushes  or  “storm-cocks”  are  busy 
amongst  the  berries,  and  a brightly-hued  king- 
fisher darts  across  the  stream — “swift  as  meteor’s 
shooting  flame.”  Now  the  float  is  once  more 
running  with  the  stream  until  it  disappears  with 
a plump,  and  another  chub  is  hooked.  But  it  is 
our  less  this  time.  With  30  yards  of  line  out 
it  is  hard  to  keep  the  fish  clear,  and  with  one 
mad  rush  he  runs  us  under  the  bough,  and  new 
“ tackling  ” is  required.  We  are  more  successful 
at  the  next  bough,  capturing  a brace  and  a half 
of  good  fish,  and  one  of  31b.  rewmrds  us  in  a little 
eddy  more  noted  for  roach  than  chub.  The  sun 
has  now  gone  down,  and  by  the  time  we  reach 
our  starting  point  the  gathering  of  the  field- 
fares in  the  bushes,  and  the  hlack  masses  of 
starlings  passing  overhead  are  evidences  that 
our  winter  day’s  chubbing  is  at  an  end. 

Gooseqtill. 


FREE  TROUT  FISHING. 

The  anglers’  paradise  h Yes,  that’s  it!  And 
as  I stumbled  across  the  very  article,  I propose  to 
tell  you  all  about  it.  I have  fished,  off  and  on,  for 
the  past  ten  years,  and  instead  of  fish  getting  less 
plentiful  and  more  diminutive,  I find  here  just 
the  reverse.  Last  year  was  a very  bad  season  for 
trout  in  most  districts,  so  it  was  all  over  the 
north.  There  was  no  water  for  fish  to  swim  in. 
It  was  as  clear  as  it  was  small,  and  only  of  an 
evening  could  a basket  of  any  sort  of  respecta- 
bility be  made.  It  was  an  early  season  to  boot, 
and  this  was  some  compensation  to  the  early 
tourist,  for  fish  were  in  capital  condition  in  the 
early  days  of  June — equal  to  the  palmy  days  of 
July  in  an  average  season. 

Getting  tired  of  waiting  for  promised  com- 
pany, I w'ired  McGregor,  Ballater,  to  have 
a machine  waiting  the  12,20  from  Aberdeen, 
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and  set  out  alone,  and  at  4 p.m.  on  the  Tues- 
day, the  0th  of  May,  wo  climbed  the  steep  but 
short  ascent  to  the  old-fashioned,  out-of-the- 
world  inn  at  Cockbridge,  or  as  the  district 
and  parish  are  called,  Gorgali.  'I’he  drive  along 
the  Dee  from  Ballater  up  the  Gairn,  round  by 
the  beautifully  situated  manse,  past  old  Harry 
Michie’s  cottage — where  he  was  farmer,  keeper, 
and  land-steward  for  half  a century  to  the  lairds 
of  Invercauld,  and  who  died  at  the  venerable  age 
of  ninety-three  the  other  day  at  Ballater — through 
the  haughs  of  Toruaheish,  over  miles  of  grouse 
moor  where  the  birds  have  been  nesting  for  some 
time,  would  all  detain  too  long  in  even  touching 
the  fringe  of  the  beauties  enjoyed  in  that  very 
early  summer  afternoon,  and  keep  me  from  the 
glories  of  paradise  which  I have  set  out  to  reveal 
to  you. 

Gorgaff  is  about  fifteen  miles  from  Ballater, 
and  the  hii-e  costs  15s.  for  a gig.  If  two  go,  and 
a dog-cart  is  required,  it  costs  LI.  I mention 
this  at  the  outset,  because  if  one  wants  really 
good  fishing,  one  must  be  prepared  to  go  out  of 
the  way  a little  to  obtain  it.  But  were  I to  leave 
King’s  Cross,  London,  with  the  8 p.m.  Scotch 
express,  I could  bo  in  Corgalf — the  source  of  the 
Don,  almost  in  the  very  heart  of  the  Grampians, 
with  Lochnagar,  Ben  Maclui,  Cairutoul,  Cairn- 
goram,  and  such  other  culminating  peaks  of  the 
British  Isles,  all  within  possible  view' — by  2 p.m. 
the  nexD  day.  So  that  after  all,  even  the  most 
out-of-the-way  corner  is  only  a matter  of  a few 
hours’  travelling. 

The  inn  is  a very  unjoretentious  little  dwelling, 
with  but  meagre  furnishings,  and  very  ordinary 
comforts.  But  what  the  house  lacks  in  grandeur, 
Mr.  Coutts,  the  young  host,  and  his  cheery  wife, 
make  up  for  in  the  welcome  they  give  a “ kent  ” 
(known)  face,  and  the  courtesy  and  cleanliness, 
which  are  the  leading  characteristics  of  their 
home — for  home  it  is  in  reality,  and  a rustic  one 
to  boot.  As  butchers’  meat  was  a scarce  commo- 
dity on  former  visits,  I took  the  precaution  to 
bring  a joint  across  in  the  machine  from  Ballater. 
For  fish,  if  you  are  partial  to  trout,  you  will  have 
to  make  the  best  use  of  your  baskets,  and  as 
they  cannot  be  sent  away  with  any  possible 
chance  of  arriving  in  decent  condition  at  the 
other  end,  the  best  use  you  can  make  of  them  is 
to  eat  them.  And  they  are  trout ! I never  can 
attempt  bam  and  eggs  and  trout  for  breakfast ; 
ham  and  eggs  (with  potatoes)  and  trout  for 
dinner  ; ham  and  eggs  and  trout  for  supper,  but 
in  Gorgaff  ! And  there  I fatten  on  it. 

Having  got  over  the  preliminaries  with  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Coutts,  and  sent  word  to  Donald,  the 
head  keeper  in  these  parts  on  the  Newe  Estate, 
I rigged  up  my  greenheart  and  made  tracks  for 
the  Don,  which  came  sweeping  round,  not  many 
yards  from  the  door.  It  was  very  small ; indeed, 
it  has  been  the  driest  season  on  record  all  through, 
and  although  fish  were  in  abundance,  there  was 
no  getting  at  them  after  the  ordinary  barefaced 
manner.  My  flight  of  flies  was  Hare’s  Ear 
and  March  Brown  as  droppers,  with  a Professor 
as  a trail.  The  Professor  accounted  for  five- 
eighths  of  my  various  baskets  here  as  elsewhere. 
After  a few  trials  I kept  to  the  streamy  water, 
passing  the  pools  as  a needless  waste  of  time. 
My  first  good  trout  was  a half-pounder.  I 
thought  he  was  bigger,  but  on  grassing  him 
I found  he  was  hooked  by  the  gill  fin.  That 
evening  I had  nineteen  trout  all  over  8oz.,  but 
not  one  above  12oz.  Of  the  multitude  of  small 
fry  I took  no  reckoning.  I put  back  two  or  three 
dozen  at  least.  It  was  a good  beginning,  such  as 
it  was,  and  not  under  the  best  of  conditions 
either.  Donald  turned  up,  and  a right  hearty 
welcome  I bad  from  him.  There  was  nobody 
(gents)  about,  and  I could  fish  ad  libitum.  He 
would  square  it  with  the  other  keeper  on  the 
adjoining  water,  so  that  I had  some  three  miles  of 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Don  at  my  disposal. 
lids  is  all  the  liberty  needed.  Of  course,  there  is 
no  really  free  trout  fishing  on  private  w'aters  in 
Scotland.  This  has  been  decided  for  the  nonce 
by  the  Spey  case.  But  a refusal  is  seldom  or 
never  met  with  if  asked  for  in  the  right  spirit, 
i.e.,  recognising  the  proprietor’s  claims,  either 
directly  or  through  his  representative,  as  in  the 
case  of  Donald. 

We  had  a long  chat  and  asmoke  and  something 
else,  once  or  twice  repeated,  in  front  of  the  inn 
door.  Donald  then  told  me  of  a terrible  slaughter 
of  trout  which  took  place  last  autumn.  His  gents 


— he  had  five  of  them — having  been  disajipointed 
with  the  grouse,  owing  to  the  wet  season,  took  to 
the  river,  and  on  one  occasion  their  united  takes 
literally  filled  a goodly  sized  washing-tub.  “It 
was  then  my  back  was  sore  carrying  beastly 
trout,”  said  he.  “ It  was  in  the  month  of  Beiitember 
and  beginning  of  October,  and  they  would  have 
them  up  to  the  liig  house  some  three  miles  off. 
At  last  the  weather  cleared,  and,  thank  God,  the 
‘ partrick  ’ (partridge)  and  the  cover-shoots 
began,  and  the  ‘troots’  were  left  to  continue 
their  spawning  uninterrupted  by  the  wiles  of 
man  (sportsman  was  on  Donald’s  mouth,  but  he 
checked  himself)  for  the  rest  of  the  season.”  On 
the  morrow  I was  astir  prospecting  till  the  “ham 
and  egg  and  trout  ” were  on  the  table.  Below 
the  bridge  I espied  a walloper.  As  I passed 
along  the  bank  he  sailed  out  majestically  as  it 
were  from  beneath  my  feet.  I gaped  in  amaze- 
ment, and  then  retreated.  He  must  be  captured 
at  whatever  cost  of  time  and  trouble  ! Over  my 
breakfast,  which  was  soon  despatched,  I tried  to 
think  of  all  the  impossible  ways  of  stalking  him. 
It  was  no  use  going  far  from  the  beaten  track : 
only  this,  I sent  Goutts’  boy  to  dig  up  worms  in 
the  manure  heap.  The  little  red  brandling  is  the 
most  deadly  of  lures.  The  day  was  one  of  the 
brightest  and  hottest  of  the  early  season.  I kept 
well  in,  and  fished  lightly  over,  but  no  go.  I 
got  half  a dozen  trout — parr  or  little  better — 
and,  seeing  it  was  hopeless  work,  gave  it  up  for 
the  nonce.  During  the  day  I walked  down  Don- 
side  to  the  New'  Arms  Hotel,  and  saw  my  friend 
“ Francie  ” Goutts,  the  proprietor,  and  his  wife. 

After  getting  back  to  Gorgaff  and  resting 
abit — the  distance  I had  covered  being  something 
like  fourteen  miles  on  the  double  journey — I had 
one  more  turn  down  to  the  bridge.  I killed  nine 
trout  fit  for  the  basket ; but  not  a single  sign  of 
my  much-coveted  leviathan  friend.  Goncluding 
he  had  been  scared,  I left  him  alone,  and  made  a 
grand  basket,  till  night  put  an  end  to  the 
slaughter. 

The  next  day,  Thursday,  I fished  up  stream 
with  the  worm.  I did  go  over  the  sacred 
ground,  where  the  mysterious  presence  lay  en- 
sconced somewhere,  but  to  no  purpose,  so  I 
fished  on  up  stream,  made  a good  basket  and 
forgot  all  about  him.  There  is  nothing  can  beat 
clear  water  worm  fishing,  but  it  is  hard  work. 
With  the  smallest  of  Stewart  tackle,  and  just 
worm  enough  to  cover  the  hooks,  I,  wading  on 
the  shallows,  cast  as  far  as  I can,  and  project  the 
worm  in  front  of  me  at  an  angle  to  the  nearest 
bank  of  course.  This  lets  the  line  swing  down 
prej)aratory  to  another  throw.  I had  191b.  of 
plump  yellow  trout  when  I turned  up  in  mid- 
afternoon to  my  chicken  soup  and  cold  joint. 
After  a smoke  and  a new's  with  Gharlie — the 
keeper  on  the  other  water — who  had  been  on  the 
hill  on  the  look-out  for  a golden  eagle,  reported 
as  seen  by  some  shepherds,  the  old  thought  of 
circumventing  that  fellow  below  the  bridge 
stole  over  me,  and,  without  mentioning  trout,  I 
led  the  conversation  on  lines  of  parr-tail  fishing, 
and  invited  Charlie  to  learn  the  art.  I waded 
carefully,  and  kept  close  into  the  bank  and  cast 
well  over  to  the  o her  side.  The  sun  was  just 
going  down,  and  a gentle  ripple  in  my  flavour  was 
on  the  water.  I got  two  small  fish,  wdiich  were 
rather  roughly  handled.  The  cheek  of  a trout, 
and  especially  a small  trout,  is  past  finding  out. 
They  choke  themselves  in  trying  to  swallow  one 
another,  and  put  over  a minnow  or  anything  of 
of  the  minnow  kind,  and  ten  to  one,  if  nothing 
bigger  be  about,  a spark  of  a two-year-old,  little 
bigger  than  the  minnow,  will  get  run-in  in  chasing 
after  it.  I worked  steadily  over  the  ground, 
and  was  just  on  the  point  of  giving  up,  when  I 
got  a rug-tug,  the  like  of  which  I have  not  felt  on 
the  Don  since  fishing  the  Breda  water  in  ’89. 
In  parr-tail  fishing  the  order  is  strike  and  lighten. 
I did  both,  and  got  on  to  the  bank,  where  for  the 
next  fifteen  minutes  I gave  an  exhibition  of  my 
skill  to  Charlie  and  his  dogs — the  latter  being 
very  anxious  to  assist  at  the  landing,  especially 
when  nearing  the  bank.  He  was  a perfect  model 
of  a trout,  almost  as  thick  as  he  was  long.  He 
had  been  feeding  all  the  spring  through,  as  his 
golden  sides  amply  testified.  I would  have  had 
him  cast,  but  made  him  a present  to  Charlie. 
He  scaled  close  on  41b.  on  Mrs.  Goutts’  butter-scale. 
Old  Donald  joined  us  in  the  kitchen  in  the  evening, 
and  gave  us  a Gaelic  song.  The  next  day  I left 
for  Tomintoul — another  paradise.  Don. 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  quarterly  g'eneral  nieetin?  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening  last, 
Dec.  14,  at  the  headquarters,  the  Birmingham  Arms 
Hotel.  Smithfield.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J. 
Hughes  occupied  the  vice-chair.  Apologies  for  non- 
attendance  were  received  from  Mr.  A.  G.  Hall  and  Mr. 
J.  A.  Dance,  these  gentlemen  being  detained  through 
other  important  business.  The  meeting  was  well 
attended.  The  president  opened  the  meeting,  after 
which  the  secretary  read  the  minute.s  of  the  last  general 
meeting  held  on  Sept.  14  last,  which  were  confirmed. 
The  minutes  of  the  special  meeting  of  the  committee, 
which  dealt  with  the  committee’s  contest,  were  read  and 
confirmed.  The  minutes  of  committee  meeting  held 
Oct.  5,  together  with  the  balance-sheet  and  auditors’ 
report  for  the  quarter  ending  Sept.  30,  was  next  taken. 
Messrs.  Allen  and  Holding,  auditors,  spoke  as  to  the  able 
manner  in  which  the  books  were  kept,  and  that  they  had 
found  eyery thing  perfectly  correct.  The  expenditure 
entailed  by  the  late  contest  had  been  near  upon  .£100, 
including  the  purchasing  of  the  challenge  cup,  but  all 
liabilities  had  been  disbursed,  and  a balanceof  5s.  8d. 
was  carried  forward  to  the  credit  of  the  association. 
One  item  on  the  balance-sheet,  namely,  the  cost  of  insur- 
ing the  challenge  cup,  was  discussed,  but  the  matter 
was  allowed  to  remain  oyer  until  the  next  contest.  After 
this  had  been  disposed  of,  the  minutes,  together  with 
the  balance-sheet  and  auditors’  report  were  receiyed  and 
confirmed.  A vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  Mr.  C.  White, 
the  secretary,  for  his  services  in  obtaining  new  conces- 
sions for  the  association  on  the  whole  of  railway  systems 
in  Birmingham.  A vote  of  thanks  was  also  given  to 
Mr.  T.  Coles  for  his  past  services  as  president,  after 
which  the  business  concluded. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Camden  Society 
was  held  at  the  Camden  Tavern,  Camden-street,  Bir- 
mingham, on  Tuesday  evening  last.  Mr.  J.  Marsden 
presided,  and  Mr.  J.  Ee.ynolds  occupied  the  vice-chair. 
The  meeting  was  well  attended.  The  minutes  of  the 
last  general  meeting  and  committee  meetings  ware  read 
and  confirmed,  when  the  secretary  gave  in  the  annual 
report,  together  with  the  balance-sheet.  This  went  to 
show  that  the  numerical  sfrength  of  the  club  was  115 
fully  paid-up  members  ; and  that,  after  paying  all  lia- 
bilities, the  Slim  of  £11  2s.  Id.  remained  to  be  dis- 
tributed as  a dividend,  this  amounting  to  13s.  8d.  per 
member.  The  auditors  gave  in  their  report,  which  was, 
together  with  the  balance-sheet,  accepted.  The  election 
of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  was  next  proceeded 
with.  Mr.  J.  Marsden  w’as  re-elected  president,  and 
Mr.  J.  Reynolds  vice-jiresident.  Mr.  J.  Marsden  was 
elected  as  treasurer,  and  Messrs.  Lee  and  Reynolds 
trustees.  Committee  : Messrs.  Howse,  Smith,  Greatrex, 
AVadley  Taylor,  Lee,  and  Haycock;  auditors,  Messrs. 
Haycock  and  Blakemore  : delegates  to  the  association, 
Messrs.  Reynolds,  Lee,  and  Marsden.  The  annual  contest 
was  fixed  for  the  second  Saturday  in  July  next. 

The  weather  of  the  past  week  has  been  anything  bub 
seasonable,  and  the  present  outlook  seems  to  point  to  a 
wet  holiday.  The  rain  that  we  have  had  has  coloured  the 
rivers,  and  what  we  have  got  to  have,  as  indicated  by 
the  barometer,  will  in  all  probability  place  them  unfish- 
able.  In  this  case,  those  who  go  out  will  have  to  put  up 
with  the  canals  and  pools.  A great  number  of  our 
members  intended  visiting  Pershore,  Defford,  and 
Breedon  during  the  holidays  had  the  weather  been  any- 
thing like,  and  the  river  in  condition,  but  I am  afraid 
they  will  have  to  postpone  their  visit  to  a little  later  on. 
All  of  ns  had  hoped  for  decent  weather,  but  under  the 
cu’cumstances  we  shall  have  to  remain  at  home,  where  I 
hope  the  readers  of  the  FUhiwj  Gazette  will  enjoy  a jolly 
Christmas.  Tight  lines  to  all. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE'. 

At  the  time  of  writing  (Wednesday  evening)  there 
seems  every  prospect  of  an  open  Christmas,  an. I anglers 
are  undouhtedly  hoping  to  have  a “ turn  in  ” among  the 
pike  during  the  holidays.  If  the  present  mild  weather 
continues,  and  the  waters  remain  in  as  good  trim 
as  they  are  now,  satisfactory  sport  is  certain  to 
be  had.  So  far  this  has  been  one  of  the  best  seasons 
pike  fishermen  have  experienced,  and  most  waters  have 
yielded  some  remarkably  fine  fish.  On  the  Forty-foot, 
Mr.  Winter  has  taken  five  pike  during  the  last  few  days, 
weighing  over  30lb.,  the  best  being  a 9-pounder.  Some 
of  the  members  of  the  Spalding  Angling  Association, 
who  have  recentl.y  been  at  work  on  the  upper  reaches  of 
this  river,  have  also  experienced  some  exceptional  sport. 
It  has  been  no  uncommon  thing  for  a couple  of  rods  to 
land  50lb.  and  CUlb.  in  a single  day,  while  on  the 
AVitham — the  reaches  about  Bardney  and  Tattershall— 
even  better  results  have  been  obtained.  In  the  Stam- 
ford and  Market  Deeping  distidcts  the  AA''elland  con- 
tinues to  draw  many  visitors. 


FRCM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Christmas  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  has 
given  great  satisfaction  in  this  county,  and  it  is  com- 
forting to  think  that  whilst  we  are  inactive  during  the 
present  festive  season  we  c.rn  read  good  yarns  of  other 
days.  The  anglers  of  Lancashire  wish  the  Fishing 
Gazette  every  good  wish  at  this  period  of  peace  and 
goodwill,  and  prosperity  in  1894.  By  way  of  a jovial 
finish  to  a very  disappointing  season,  the  Merry  Anglers 
met  at  the  festive  board  on  the  14th  , covers  being  set  for 
thirty.  Mr.  Harry  Perks  presided,  and  Mr.  Ben 
Marshall  occupied  the  vice-chair.  Another  important 


general  meeting,  that  of  the  Hulme  Crown,  has  just 
been  held. 

On  the  20th  a further  1000  mirror  carp  were  safely 
transferred  to  the  AVorsley  Canal  fishery.  Moss  Reach 
length,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Taylor  and 
Mr.  Prescott.  The  amount  of  money  turned  over  by 
some  large  angling  associations  is  remarkable,  that  of 
the  Bolton  district  reaching  to  upwards  of  .£700.  The 
AVest  Gorton  Star  Angling  Society  has  been  resuscitated, 
and  is  now  likely  to  maintain  its  position  in  a healthy 
condition  as  regards  men  and  money.  The  Openshaw, 
Bradford,  and  Clayton  Angling  Society  start  on  a new 
season  with  the  following  executive  : President,  J.  H. 
Chadwick;  vice-president,  F.  H.  Ryder;  secretary, 
C.  P.  Milnes  ; and  committee  of  five.  The  King  Angling 
Society  have  also  just  elected  a fresh  listof  offioeis,  &c., 
as  follows  : President,  J.  Shaw  ; vice-president,  S.  Hill  ; 
treasurer,  T.  Lattimer  ; secretary,  AV.  S.  Hughes ; com- 
mittee, J.  H.  Toothall,  J.  W.  liayes,  J.  Mitchell,  and 
T.  Grice.  The  date  of  the  annual  dinner  is  fixed  for 
Jan.  12,  1894. 

Mr.  John  Newton,  of  Bolton,  is  evidently  a rival  of 
Mr.  C.  Burman,  of  Stalybridge,  in  the  matter  of  prize 
winning,  having  taken  ten  out  of  fourteen  prizes  offered 
by  his  club. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Buckland  Society  (Ardwiok) 
will  be  followed  by  a smoker.  Amongst  the  invited 
guests  at  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Royal  AValton 
Angling  Society  were  Messrs.  Platford,  Hawkes,  and 
Chambers,  and  a host  of  musical  talent.  The  Middleton 
anglers,  like  their  neighbours  at  Radcliffe,  are  devoting 
their  attention  to  stocking.  Some  substantial  additions 
have  lately  been  made  to  their  waters.  At  a meeting  of 
the  Marple  Angling  Society,  held  on  the  12th,  the 
following  executive  was  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  : — 
President,  Mr.  A.  A^aughan  ; vice-presidents,  Messrs.  J. 
H.  Penman,  J.  Vaughan,  AV.  O.  Carver,  J.  AV. 
Sidebottam,  and  P.  C.  H.  Nevill  ; treasurer,  Mr.  R.  H. 
AVood.  The  secretary  is  not  yet  appointed-  Mr.  T. 
Forshaw,  jun.,  secretary  pro  tern  .,  desires  the  members  to 
intimate  their  intention  or  otherwise  of  being  pi’esent 
at  the  annual  dinner.  The  Trevelyan  Club  at  AVigan 
have  been  successful  in  making  satisfactory  arrange- 
ments with  the  authorities  of  the  Lancaster  Canal  for 
season  1894.  Permits  are  also  to  be  taken  for  the  mem- 
bers to  fish  in  the  Ruffi'ord  Canal.  Much  enthusiasm 
prevails  in  this  club.  


FROM  NORFOLK. 

Some  capital  baskets  of  pike  have  been  t.aken  daring 
the  ])ast  week,  which  has  been  favourable  for  pike 
fishing,  good  winds  prevailing.  On  Dec.  12,  on  AVrox- 
ham  Broad,  Mr.  John  Ellis,  the  lessee,  and  a friend, 
took  nine  pike,  weighing  from  61b.  to  101b.,  besides 
several  smaller  which  were  returned.  On  Thursday  a 
Norwich  gentleman  and  friend,  fishing  on  a private 
broad,  took  twenty  fish,  weighing  from  51b.  to  91b.  On 
Friday  and  Monday  one  rod.  fishing  private  water,  took 
ten  fish  and  eight  fish  on  the  respective  days  (largest 
fish  lOJlb.).  Most  of  the  fish  were  taken  spinning,  on 
dead  bait.  None  of  the  public  waters  have  been  of  any 
good  this  week,  nothing  having  been  done  at  all  on  the 
V^are.  A good  catch  of  roach  was  taken  on  Saturday,  at 
Buxton  Lammas,  by  Mr.  AV.  Overed,  of  Aylsham. 
Several  of  the  fish  weighed  over  21b.  each  ; total  weight, 
351b.  Prospects  are  very  good  for  Christmas.  AVeather 
open,  and  waters  in  nice  condition  for  pike  fishing. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  is  again  undergoing  a change.  On  Monday 
the  water  was  fast  settling  down  into  condition  for  the 
followers  of  pike  and  chub,  but  ou  Tuesday  night  rain 
fell  in  torrents,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  the  river  is 
pretty  nearly  bank  full.  This  sudden  transformation 
is  much  to  be  regretted,  for  holiday  anglers  will  be 
deprived  of  the  pleasure  of  a day  or  two’s  pike  fishing, 
and  to  a certainty  the  ever  active  chub  fishermen  will 
find  the  water  too  highly  charged  with  colour  for  any 
possibility  of  sport.  The  fact  is,  angling  pursuits  of 
late  have  been  unusually  quiet ; few  anglers  have 
braved  the  elements,  and  in  nearly  every  case  the  outing 
has  been  followed  by  influenza. 

On  Monday,  at  Weston  a couple  of  pike  were  killed, 
and  six  were  taken  in  the  AVilford  waters  ; others  were 
met  with  below  Malkin’s  Hills  and  in  the  backwaters  at 
Stoke  and  Shelford.  Coarse  fishermen  have  done  next 
to  nothing,  and  Wednesday’s  big  rise  is  again  certain  to 
upset  their  calculations. 

The  Nottingham  rod  tax  conference  (reported  else- 
where, was  perhaps  the  most  important  angling  gathering 
ever  held  in  Nottingham.  The  difficulties  of  levying  a 
trx  on  the  rods  of  coarse  fish  anglers  frequenting  the 
Trent,  as  a separate  fishery  district,  were  fulfy  explained 
by  Col.  Hutton,  the  chairman  presiding  over  the  meet- 
ing, and  really  these  would  seem  to  aim  a fatal  blow  at 
the  objects  of  the  advocates  of  the  movement.  Some  of 
the  local  anglers  present  were  the  prime  movers  against 
the  board  when  the  subject  of  the  tax  was  first  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Henry  Bromley  and  Mr.  Neale,  both  of 
whom  attended,  as  conservators,  at  the  conference  under 
notice.  The  latter  gentleman  also  spoke  a good  deal  of 
truth  when  he  informed  the  deputation  that  the  board 
could  not  work  without  money.  The  Act  of  Parliament 
required  to  set  the  taxing  machinery  in  motion  would 
not  be  obtained  for  nothing,  and  where,  he  inquired,  was 
the  money  to  come  from  ? Voluntary  effort  was  useless. 
Col.  Hutton  promised  to  do  the  best  he  could,  and  to  con- 
sult his  colleagues  before  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the 
board  as  to  the  chances  of  getting  an  Act  of  Parliament. 
He  was  afraid  there  would  be  a strong  opposition  to  tbe 
proposed  tax,  especially  from  the  anglers  of  Sheffield. 
Every  sensible  angler  hero  deeply  sympathises  with  the 
objects  of  the  deputation  ; but  it  was  after  aB  most 


amusing,  not  to  say  ridiculous,  to  find  one  of  the 
speakers,  who  led  the  last  crusade  against  the  tax, 
informing  the  chairman  that,  so  far  as  the  club  which 
he  represented  was  concerned,  the  mambers  were  pre- 
pared to  give  every  assistance  they  could  to  the  board 
to  enable  them  to  obtain  the  necessary  powers  whereby 
the  tax  could  be  lessened.  This  speaker,  Mr.  C.  T. 
Heald,  was  until  recently  the  secretary  of  the  local 
association,  which  sprang  into  existence  through  the 
previous  agitation  in  favour  of  the  tax,  and  which 
association  pledged  itself,  tooth  and  nail,  to  thwart  any 
and  every  action  of  the  board  in  their  endeavours  to 
inflict  a tax  at  all  on  the  working  class  community.  In- 
and-out  advocates  of  Mr.  Heald’s  order  cannot  seriously 
be  trusted,  and  his  extraordinary  announcement  at  last 
Saturday’s  gathering  should  be  taken  with  the  prover- 
bial grain  of  salt.  For  my  own  part,  I never  think  a tax 
(however  desira*Dle  thoughtful  anglers  know  it  is)  will  be 
carried.  There  are  too  many  obstacles  in  the  way.  The 
clubs  here,  with  rare  exceptions,  are  indifferent  to  their 
future  angling  interests,  and  seem  to  care  only  for  the 
time  being.  

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  inclement  weather  of  the  past  week  was  succeeded 
by  a few  days’  genial  sunshine  and  an  atmosphere  of 
remarkable  mildness.  This,  coupled  with  the  fresh  of  the 
earlier  part  of  the  week,  induced  many  anglers  to  again 
betake  themselves  to  their  old  haunts,  and,  speaking 
generally,  the  results  were  satisfactory.  In  Lincoln- 
shire there  was  not  very  much  doing,  pike  requiring  a 
little  more  frost  to  induce  them  to  leave  their  lairs. 
In  some  of  the  drains  there  are  complaints  as  to  the 
weeds,  which  sadly  require  better  attention  than  they 
have  received  up  to  now.  Despite  the  rain  of  last  week, 
a considerable  lot  more  will  be  required  to  put  the 
streams  in  order.  Next  week  the  railway  company 
intend  running  a special  down  to  Boston  on  Christmas 
Day,  and  many  local  anglers  have  signified  their  inten- 
tion of  spending  Christmas  at  the  water  side. 

What  a change  has  come  o’er  the  scene  in  respect  of 
the  rod  licence  question  in  the  Trent  fishery  district.  I 
remember  well,  when  it  was  first  mooted  that  coarse 
fishermen  should  have  to  pay  a licence,  how  great  a 
storm  arose  from  the  great  army  of  bottom  fishers,  who 
protested  by  every  means  in  their  power  against  what 
they  then  believed  to  be  a great  injustice.  But  lately 
fi'hermen  have  awakened  to  the  fact  that  a great  deal 
of  poaching  is  going  on  in  their  midst,  and  that  if  they 
wish  to  prevent  it  they  will  have  to  find  money  for  paid 
watchers.  It  is  computed  that  if  there  were  a rod  licence 
of  Is.  per  annum  it  would  bring  in  something  like  .£1500 
per  year  to  the  Trent  Fishery  Board.  This  would  enable 
many  muoh-to-be-desired  improvements  to  be  carried 
out.  Here,  in  Sheffield,  the  popular  feeling  is  altogether 
against  licences ; but  I am  convinced  that  if  local 
anglers  were  only  to  thoroughly  consider  the  epuestion, 
they  would  see  that  it  would  be  a grand  idea.  It  would 
prevent  the  riff-raff  of  the  population  from  disturbing 
the  waters,  it  would  help  the  beards  to  do  more  in  the 
direction  of  preventing  poaching,  and  it  would  bring  in 
money,  and  enable  them  to  ease  the  calls  in  other 
directions. 


FROM  SH.ROP3HIRE. 

Pike  fishing  will  perhaps  yield  the  best  results  at 
the  present  time  in  the  Severn,  as  the  fish  have  been 
running  well  since  the  recent  high  water.  Anglers  are 
looking  forward  to  steps  being  taken  by  the  Severn 
Conservators  to  keep  down  the  number  of  pike  in  the 
river,  a question  which  will  come  up  for  consideration 
at  the  next  meeting  of  the  board.  'These  fish  appear  to 
have  increased  in  number  to  a most  surprising  degree  of 
late  years,  much  to  the  detriment  of  the  trout  fishing. 
No  less  than  sixty  small  jack  were  taken  in  one  eddy  by 
a man  fishing  with  a bush  net  near  Shrewsbury,  a few 
days  ago,  and  this  is  bat  a common  instance  of  the  sur- 
prisingly prolific  nature  of  these  fish  in  waters  favourable 
to  their  habits. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Shrewsbury  Severn  Angling 
Society  is  announced  to  take  place  on  Thursday  nexc, 
under  the  presidency  of  the  Mayor  (W.  L Browne,  Esq.). 
Various  important  matters,  not  only  concerning  tne 
society  itself,  but  also  anglers  generally  in  the  district, 
will  come  up  for  consideration— questions  relating  to 
the  preservation  and  restocking  of  the  river.  It  is  the 
intention  of  the  society  to  stock  their  hatchery  with 
many  thousands  of  trout  fry  towards  the  end  of  next 
month.  A suggestion  has  also  been  made  to  arrange  a 
large  public  fete,  in  order  to  provide  a special  fund  to 
allow  of  the  work  of  pisciculture  being  carried  on  in  an 
even  more  extensive  way  than  in  previous  years.  One 
of  the  chief  difficulties  which  the  society  has  had  to 
contend  against  has  been  the  lack  of  suitable  small 
streams  or  ponds  in  which  to  rear  their  trout  after 
leaving  the  hatchery,  and  it  is  hoped  that  more  satis- 
factory arrangements  made  be  may  than  hitherto. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Severn  and  Teme  last  week  were  nearly  bank 
full  and  very  high  coloured,  and  it  looked  as  if  we  were 
in  for  a flood.  There  were  dozens  of  salmon  under  the 
Diglis  AVeir,  and  they  passed  over  with  the  greatest 
ease,  and  are  heading  up  the  river  to  gladden  the  hearts 
of  the  proud  Salopians  and  others  in  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  Severn.  The  water  began  to  recede  on  Friday, 
and  on  Sunday  there  were  a number  of  anglers  on  the 
banks.  The  roach  were  biting  freely  at  the  red  worm. 
One  angler  had  a basket  of  141b.,  some  good-sized  fish 
among  them,  taken  with  paste.  .A  fair  basket  or  two  of 
dace  and  grayling  have  been  taken  in  the  Teme,  and 
some  good  roach  in  the  Avon  ; in  the  latter  river  Mr. 
S.  AVebb  took  a nice  pike  11  Jib.,  and  several  others  of 
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lesser  weiijbt  were  also  taken,  the  dead  gorge  being  the 
bait  chierty  used.  They  should  now  go  well  in  the 
Severn,  but  I have  only  heard  of  one  of  about  101b. 
being  taken.  _____ 

FROM  IRELAND. 

KERRY. — The  weather  since  last  notes  has  been  very 
favourable  for  spawning  operations,  and  the  accounts  to 
hand  from  all  the  rivers  continue  satisfactory.  In  the 
North  Kerry  districts  spawning  has  been  far  advanced 
on  the  rivers  Feale,  Gale,  Smerlagh,  and  Cashan.  and 
the  salmon  are  reported  to  be  on  the  redds  on  all  those 
rivers  in  more  than  average  numbers.  In  the  Water- 
ville  district  the  bulk  of  the  salmon  and  sea-trout  have 
already  spawned,  though  a large  number  of  the  late  fish 
have  only  just  pushed  up  to  the  spawning  grounds. 
Poaching  has  been  reported  from  the  Cummeragh,  in 
the  Waterville  district;  but  from  all  other  waters 
nothing  appears  to  have  been  seen  or  heard  of  the 
poaching  fraternity.  The  Waterville  Weir  Fishery 
opens  on  New  Year’s  Day.  Salmon  are  beginning  to 
come  up  from  the  sea  in  good  numbers,  and  it  is 
expected  that,  weather  permitting,  the  season  will  open 
well. 

The  weather  has  been  bitterly  cold,  and  none  but 
very  enthusiastic  anglers  went  out.  In  Ballinskelligs 
Bay  whiting  are  still  very  numerous,  and  some  good 
baskets  were  had  on  Friday  and  Saturday  last.  Pollack 
fishers  had  good  sport  on  a couple  of  days  in  Dingle 
Bay  and  outside  Valentia  harbour,  but,  generally  speak- 
ing, this  kind  of  fishing  may  be  considered  at  an  end 
on  the  Kerry  shores.  At  Portmagee,  large  hauls  of 
haak,  ling,  and  codfish,  continue  to  be  had. 

The  Christmas  Number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  has 
been  universally  praised  in  the  county. 


NORTH  AND  WEST  OP  IRELAND.— Reports  from 
all  the  streams  of  the  north  and  west  continue  to  show 
that  the  spawning  season  of  1893  has  been  a very 
favourable  one.  Intermittent  rains  have  kept  the  rivers 
at  a nice  level  for  the  spawning  fish.  The  spawning  of 
brown  trout  is  practically  over,  but  in  some  of  the  later 
Tyrone,  Derry,  and  Antrim  streams  the  salmon  are  yet 
running  up  in  the  spate  of  this  week. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Georoe  Westrup. — Whittaker’s  Almanack  will  give 
you  what  you  want. 

Walton  A.  C.,  Rochdale.— To  our  knowledge  a 
pike  of  401b.  has  not  been  taken  during  the  last  three 
years  from  any  of  the  Norfolk  Broad.s. 

J.  P.  Flinders. — Both  at  Wimbledon  Lake  and 
Kempton  Park  Lake,  Sunday  fishing  is  allowed.  You 
may  either  spin  or  paternoster. 

J.  Hare,  Jun.,  Henlow.— It  does  not  much  matter 
what  you  keep  gut  in,  provided  you  keep  the  air  from  it. 
Wash-leather  is  used,  but  it  collects  damp  from  the 
atmosphere.  Damp-proof  paper  as  a first  covering  and 
then  a leather  case  would  be  sufficient  protection  in  this 
climate.  Gut  rapidly  deteriorates  if  exposed  to  air  in 
varying  temperatures.  We  have  also  heard  it  stated 
that  gut  in  a glass  case  exposed  to  strong  daylight  loses 
strength. 

L.  v.  L. — It  is  not  unusual  to  find  carp  at  this  time  of 
year  with  spawn  in  them,  as  this  fish  occasionally 
becomes  egg  bound  and  cannot  spawn. 


CotresponlJSTice 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents^] 

“ One  of  the  charms  of  angling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi- 
ment."— T.  E.  Pritt. 

THE  NEW  BAGSTER  “ WALTON.” 

Sir, — I am  pleased  to  see  in  your  ever-interesting 
journal  a notice  of  Messrs.  Bagster’s  new  edition  of 
‘‘The  Complete  Angler.”  But  I beg  to  draw  your 
attention  to  a serious  mistake.  In  describing  the  work 
your  reviewer  inadvertently  says  : — 

‘‘  The  old  familiar  engravings  by  Audinet  have  been 
reproduced  by  photogravure.  ’ Now  it  was  Mr.  Robert 
Bagster’s  avowed  intention  from  the  first  that  there 
should  be  no  process  work  whatever  in  this  edition. 
And  I can  say  that  every  print  in  the  book  is  a proof 
from  the  original  copper  plate  or  from  the  wood  en- 
graving. 

The  mere  mention  in  your  highly-esteemed  journal 
that  the  plates  in  a work  of  such  a limited  issue  are 
process  work  would  deter  collectors  from  even  con- 
templating it.  Photogravure,  so  admirable  in  point  of 
interest,  is  apart  from  original  art,  and  should  not  com- 
mand exceptional  prices,  and  the  fact  that  every 
engraving  in  this  edition  of  Izaak  Walton’s  famous 
work  is  printed  direct  from  the  copper  plates  by  Messrs. 
Goulding  makes  this  edition  especially  valuable,  and  I 
trust  sufficient  excuse  for  my  asking  yon  kindly  to  insert 
this. — lam,  &c.,  Percv  Thomas. 

[We  are,  of  course,  most  happy  toinsertthis  correction 
from  Mr.  Percy  Thomas.  Curiously  enough,  it  was 
from  Mr.  Robert  Bagster  himself,  who  called  at  our 
office  with  a copy  of  the  work,  that  we  got  the  impression 
that  the  illustrations  after  Wale  were  photogravure 
reproductions,  and  that  they  had  not  got  the  original 
copper  plates.  Nothing  is  said  either  in  the  book  itself 
or  in  the  prospectus  on  this  point.  We  venture  to  think 
that  photogravure  plates  made  from  a fine  copy  of  the 
original  edition  would  not  have  been  inferior  in  any  way 
prints  from  the  old  plates. — Ed.] 


BEST  MONTHS  FOR  PIKE  PISHING. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — This  week’s  is  a capital 
Christmas  Number,  but  what  made  you  think  I didn’t 
believe  in  pike  fishing  being  best  daring  the  two  first 
months  of  the  year?  Of  course  it  is.  Read  this  list  and 
you  will  see  I have  caught  my  very  best  fish,  excepting 
one,  in  January  and  February. — I am,  yours,  &c., 

Alfd,  Jardine. 

187G.  January  2,  one  pike,  201b. 

1877.  January  5,  one  pike,  211b. 

1877.  .lanuary  21,  one  pike,  3Glb. 

1878.  January  3,  one  pike,  20.jlb. 

1879.  November  4,  one  pike,  371b. 

1880.  February  4,  one  pike,  231b. 

1880.  February  28,  one  pike,  22lb. 

1880.  February  28,  one  pike,  181b. 

1882.  February  25,  one  pike,  3 lib. 

1883.  January  (5,  one  pike,  211b. 

1883.  January  fi,  one  pike,  17^1b. 

1883.  January  6,  one  pike,  151b. 

1881.  .January  23,  one  pike,  231b. 

1884.  January  23,  one  pike,  2DIb. 

1881.  .January  23,  one  pike,  ‘JOJlb. 

1881.  January  23,  one  pike,  201b. 

1884.  January  23,  one  pike,_19Ib. 

[Mr.  .Tardine  is  mistaken  in  supposing  the  reference 
was  to  the  months — it  was  to  the  effect  of  moonlight  ; 
but  we  are  glad  to  have  this  confirmation  of  our  view 
that  January  and  February  are  the  best  months  for 
pike  fishing. — Ed  ] • 

A PIKE  STORY. 

Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  the  9th  inst. 
“ Temiilar  ” relates  an  almost  incredible  pike  story  from 
Henderson’s  ‘‘ Life  as  an  Angler.”  I certainly  should 
hesitate  to  believe  it  if  I had  not  the  most  perfectly 
distinct  recollection  of  having  seen  my  grandfather  draw 
a small  pike  close  to  the  bank  five  times  in  succession, 
one  August  afternoon  some  twenty-three  or  four  years 
ago.  We  were  worm  fishing  in  one  of  the  Wigtownshire 
streams  when  I descried  the  pike.  Grandfather’s  worm 
tackle  was  speedily  changed  for  a somewhat  damaged 
artificial  minnow,  which  was  soon  spinning  in  front  of 
his  pikeship.  Five  times  was  that  fish  brought  close  to 
the  bank,  each  time  escaping  and  returning  to  his  old 
place,  taking  with  him  at  the  last  time,  two  of  the  small 
triangles. — I am,  &c.,  J.  Johnston. 

LilRGB  PIKE. 

Sir, — I often  see  accounts  of  largo  pike  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  I remember  some  twenty-five  years  ago  fishing 
with  the  late  Mr.  Swisden  Hodges  on  a reservoir, 
between  the  village  of  Frimley  and  Aldershot  Camp. 
We  had  out  two  dozen  trimmers,  and  dace  was  the 
bait  used.  During  the  day,  “ a very  cold  one,”  we 
caught  thirteen  pike,  five  of  them  over  201b.  each,  on 
the  trimmers,  and  I killed  one  trolling  2921b.  It  is 
many  years  since  I was  in  that  part  of  the  country. 
The  reservoir  in  <;uestion  was  free,  also  the  canal  which 
runs  through  Aldershot.  There  was  also  a small  lake 
or  pond  close  to  Frimley  which  used  to  swarm  with  jack. 
I never  see  any  of  these  places  mentioned  now.  Mais 
peut-etre  tons  cela  est  passe  on,  bien  garde. — I am,  &c., 
Blue  Hackle. 


EFFECT  OF  MOONLIGHT  NIGHTS  ON  PIKE 
FISHING. 

Sir, — I quite  agree  with  you  that  pike  feed  indif- 
ferently in  the  day-time,  when  the  moon  shines  brightly 
at  night.  At  such  times  and  under  those  circumstances 
pike  no  doubt  feed  at  night,  and  mostly  all  night,  for 
then  rivers  are  quiet,  no  boat  traffic  is  going  on,  and 
there  is  little  to  disturb  them.  Losing  their  habitual 
caution  they  then  rove  about  seeking  food,  but  during 
the  day  secrete  themselves,  consequently  sport  is  gene- 
rally bad.  The  best  way  to  fish  in  these  conditions  of 
things,  I have  always  found,  is  to  carefully  paternoster 
their  weedy  haunts  and  fastnesses;  some  fish  can  usually 
be  tempted  with  a bright  live  dace  or  gudgeon. 

Some  years  ago  I was  fishing  in  January,  at  Mouls- 
ford-on-Thames ; the  moon  was  nearing  its  full,  the 
nights  were  brilliant,  and  sport  bad.  I fished  all  one 
afternoon  and  up  to  5 o’clock,  that  pikey  piece  of 
river,  Runsford  deeps  and  backwater,  and  on  to  Cleeve 
Lock,  and  nearly  ‘‘  drew  a blank”;  this  grand  half  mile 
of  Thames  never  before  failed  in  giving  me  pike  and 
perch,  among  them  some  very  large  ones. 

Next  morning  I was  again  there,  with  my  punt  fixed 
in  a position  commanding  the  opening  to  the  backwater, 
the  deeps,  and  swim  flowing  along  outside  the  reeds 
and  sedges,  which  grow  up  through  some  six  or  seven 
feet  of  water. 

I could  not  induce  pike  to  take  my  live  dace,  and  was 
almost  despairing,  when  Cox,  my  puntsman,  said : 
“ There  is  a large  fish  feeding  outside,  but  close  to  the 
sedges.”  I let  the  dace  go  down  stream  to  the  place, 
some  twenty  yards  away.  The  pike  “ bulged  ” again, 
but  did  not  take  my  bait,  and  after  half  an  hour’s 
persistent  fishing  with  no  result,  I tried  ” spinning,” 
and  then  ” paternostoring,”  and  both  uselessly  ; but 
the  pike  apparently  kept  feeding,  and  moved  the  sedges 
as  if  darting  from  them  in  pursuit  of  bait.  So  I gave 
over  trying.  Cox  dropped  the  punt  down  alongside,  and 
picked  up  a l‘21b.  pike,  caught  on  a night  line  tied  to  a 
brick,  dropped  within  the  margin  of  the  sedges.  Cross- 
ing to  the  other  side  of  the  river  to  fish  a small  reed-flam, 
wo  picked  up  another  pike  on  a fixed  line,  and  a third 
later  in  the  day  ; the  smallest  of  them  exceeded  81b. 
weight ; thus  poachers  had  been  abroad  and  busy  during 
those  moonlight  nights. — I am,  &c., 

Alfred  .Tardine. 


THAMES  RIVER  KEEPERS’  DINNER. 

Sir, — Will  you  kindly  allow  mo  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  contributions  from  Sir  Whittaker  Ellis,  Bart., 
Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  J.P.,  Mr.  Andrew  Pears,  J.P., 
Rev,  W.  M.  Snell,  Isleworth  Brewery,  Messrs.  Burrows 
and  Cole,  Messrs.  Young  and  Co.,  Dr.  Coates,  United 
Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mr.  W.  Johnson,  Mr.  A. 
Wardroof,  Mr.  E,  F’oreman,  sen.,  Mr.  E.  Foreman,  jun., 
Mr.  George  Evans,  Mr.  A.  Drinkwater,  Mr.  R.  E. 
Barker,  Mr.  F.  G.  Waterer,  Mr.  Thomas  Crumplen,  Sir 
Ford  North,  Capt.  H.  B.  Scrivener,  Burton  Piscatorials, 
Mr.  Thomas  Hiscock.  Mr.  J.  Plews,  Messrs.  S.  Allcock 
and  Co.,  Mr.  J.  Elsden,  Mr.  C.  Elsden,  Friend  of  Mr. 
C.  Elsden,  Mr.  J.  L,  Jones,  Messrs.  C.  Farlow  and  Co., 
Mr.  J.  T.  Davenport,  Mr.  H.  L.  Foster,  Mr.  H.  W. 
Davis,  Mr.  W.  L.  Thomas,  Mr.  James  Powell,  Mr. 
H.  Ellis,  Central  Association,  Anchor  and  Hope  Angling 
Society,  Mr.  John  Mayo,  Mr.  W.  E.  Edwards. 

I hope  the  anglers  and  others  will  not  forget  to 
contribute  to  the  fund,  as  up  to  the  present  time  I 
have  not  received  anything  like  a response,  and  especi- 
ally as  the  staff  of  river  keepers  is  so  considerably  aug- 
mented. It  is  all  in  good  time,  but  I cannot  prepare  for 
results  without  early  responses.  The  Fishing  Gazette 
has  kindly  promised  to  present  a pipe  to  each  of  the 
keepers,  and  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  .I.P.,  always  contri- 
butes the  necessery  supplement  of  some  first-rate 
tobacco. — I am.  &c.  W.  H.  Brougham,  Sec. 

Pownall  Gardens,  Hounslow. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE  IN  THE  FAR  NORTH. 
Sir, — It  may  interest  the  thousands  of  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  in  the  south  to  know  something  of  how 
this  now  well-known  journal  is  received  in  the  far  north. 
Some  years  ago  this  paper  was  all  but  unknown  north 
of  Inverness  ; now,  from  that  district  northwards  to  the 
Orkney  and  Shetland  Isles,  it  has  become  the  recognised 
organ  of  almost  the  entire  angling  fraternity.  Not  only 
does  the  regular  sportsman  take  it  in,  but  almost  all 
amateur  anglers  do  so  as  well,  while  at  all  angling  hotels 
of  any  note  as  fishing  resorts  it  is  to  be  had  weekly. 
And  here  let  me  say  that  there  are  few,  very  few,  papers 
where  hotel  keepers  will  find  it  so  profitable  to  adver- 
tise their  hotels  and  fishings  as  in  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
and  not  alone  those,  but  all  who  deal  in  angling  requi- 
sites of  whatever  kind  will  find  it  equally  profitable. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  shape  of  useful  information  for 
anglers  but  is  from  time  to  time  given  in  this  angler’s 
vade  mecum,  and  consequently  its  popularity  is  yearly 
increasing.  Those  remarks  are  not  merely  figures  of 
speech,  but  are  the  outcome  of  what  I have  gathered 
from  those  actually  interested. — I am,  &c., 

Far  North  Angler. 

THE  MAIDSTONE  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Sir, — At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Anglers’  Associa- 
tion, reported  in  your  valuable  columns,  Mr.  Ghurney, 
the  secretary,  in  reply  to  a question,  is  reported  to  have 
said,  with  reference  to  the  Maidstone  Angling  Society, 
‘‘That  he  had  never  seen  a balance-sheet,  and  that 
since  the  grant  to  the  society  in  1891,  which  he  believed 
had  never  been  officially  acknowledged,  no  farther 
application  had  been  made  to  the  association.” 

As  such  a statement  is  calculated,  if  uncontradicted, 
to  do  our  society  discredit,  allow  me  to  say  that  the 
counterfoil  of  the  acknowledgment  book  of  the  club 
shows  that  the  receipt  was  duly  sent  on  Sept.  9,  1891. 

With  reference  to  the  assertion  that  no  balance-sheet 
was  forwarded  to  the  association,  allow  me  to  say  that 
in  June,  1892,  this  was  duly  forwarded  to  Mr.  Ghurney. 
By  an  error,  the  subscription  was  credited  to  the  Central 
Association,  but  on  discovering  this  I wrote  to  Mr. 
Ghurney,  who  writes  me,  under  date  July  5,  1892 
‘‘In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  19th  ult.,  I am 
requested  by  my  committee  to  ask  you  to  publish  the 
error  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  as  it  is  of  importance  to 
our  committee  and  the  association  generally.” 

I think  this  explanation  satisfactorily  disposes  of  the 
whole  matter,  and  exonerates  our  society  from  all  impu- 
tation.— I am,  &c.,  A.  H.  Emart,  Sec. 

THORNEY  WEIR  FISHERY. 

Sir, — Some  four  or  fiye  years  ago,  after  haying  con- 
structed artificial  redds  in  thisriyer,  W.  Senior,  Esq.,  of 
the  Field,  was  good  enough  to  call  public  attention  to  the 
fact  (enclosed  copy),  and  although  haying  to  contend 
with  not  too  cleanly  a river  from  sewage — which  I am 
happy  to  say,  through  the  movements  of  the  Thames 
Conservancy,  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  the 
Middlesex  County  Council,  is  in  such  a stage  that  there 
seems  every  probability  of  almost  immediate  improve- 
ment, and  not  before  it  was  required — I have  the  pleasure 
of  stating,  under  the  authority  of  our  members  of  this 
club,  that,  so  far  as  the  trout  breeding  is  concerned,  it  is 
(as  I anticipated)  a practical  success ; and  I have  no 
hesitation  instating  that  great  benefitsmight  bederivei 
from  the  same  method  on  tidal  rivers.  And  considering 
the  deplorable  state  of  the  supply  of  fish  from  all  dis- 
tricts, and  the  distressing  accounts  from  all  localities — 
as  reported  through  your  valuable  publication— of 
angling,  anything  that  would  improve  the  present  exist- 
ing calamity  must  be  considered  of  great  importance. 

If  yon  desire  (or  any  of  your  patrons)  for  any  further 
information,  I shall  be  pleased  to  give  it,  or  if  by  combi- 
nation of  interests  the  public  authorities,  like  the 
Thames  Conservancy,  or  Commission  of  Tidal  Rivers,  or 
even  the  Government,  could  be  induced  to  spend  moneys 
for  improvements  such  as  are  likely  to  combat  with  the 
present  difficulty,  I shall  consider  (after  years  of  expe- 
rience and  trouble)  myself  satisfied  in  having  worked  tor 
some  purpose  for  the  benefit  of  all. — I am,  &c., 

Thorney  Weir  House  Fishing  Club,  J.  Murray. 

West  Drayton. 
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INQUIRY  FOR  A CORACLE. 

Sra, — If  your  correFpoudpnt  will  write  to  Shaw,  natu- 
ralist, High-street,  Shrewsbury,  he  will  obtain  a coracle. 
The  price  used  to  be  about  30.s.,  complete,  with  strap  for 
seat  and  cari'ying-,  and  paddle.  They  require  practice, 
and  are  not  easily  managed  at  first,  as  they  revolve 
rather  than  progress.  Any  other  inquiries  will  be  gladly 
answered  by  Apple  Geeen. 

MENDING  WADERS. 

Sir, — I read  with  much  pleasure  your  article  entitled 
“ A Day’s  Jack  Fishing  with  Mr.  Jardine,”  in  which 
article  you  mention  I instructed  you  twenty-five  years 
ago  how  to  properly  repair  fishing  stockings.  With 
regard  to  gum  boots,  which  frequently  get  cut  with  flints 
or  torn  with  cut-down  withies,  a temporary  I’epair  may 
be  effected  with  a piece  of  fine  cut  rubber  and  solution, 
but  it  is  best  if  they  can  be  spared  to  send  them  to  a 
practical  hand,  as  owing  to  vulcanisation  and  the  high 
polish,  ihe  patches  (jiiid'hi  come  off  again.  Having 
brought  up  several  of  my  family  to  the  trade,  I under- 
take to  test  and  repair  I'-aders  in  one  day  if  necessai-y. — 
Iam,&c.,  Fk.  Maloom. 

King,  Malcom,  and  Co.,  19,  Leicester-square. 


BARBEL  FRY. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  “Old  Hand,”  who  in  last  week’s 
Fi.diing  Gazette  asks  various  questions  relating  to  barbel 
fry  or  young  barbel,  barbel  two  or  three  inches  in  length 
consort  with  gudgeons  of  similar  size,  and  are  found  in 
shoals — but  the  gudgeons  in  much  larger  proportion — on 
the  gravelly  beds  of  rivers  where  the  water  flows 
moderately  swift,  and  in  depths  varying  from  four  inches 
to  as  many  feet.  Both  are  taken  with  bait  casting-nets, 
and  where  the  gudgeon  are  large,  i.e.,  five  or  six  inches 
long,  as  at  Sunbury-on-Thames,  1 have  known  eight  or 
nine-inch  barbel  enmeshed  along  with  them  in  the  same 
net,  also  a few  dace,  small  chub,  roach,  bleak,  &c. 

Barbel  of  two  or  three  inches  are  so  similar  to  small 
gudgeon  that  the  two  kinds  of  fish  are  scarcely  dis- 
tinguishable ; for  which  reason,  if  caught  when  gudgeon 
fishing  with  the  worm  or  gentle,  they  no  doubt  would, 
to  the  casual  observer,  pass  as  gadgeon.s,  but  they  are 
rather  darker  in  colour  than  gudgeon. 

The  Strouds  of  Sunbury,  and  the  other  professional 
fishermen  of  the  Thames,  catch  many  young  barbel  in 
cast-nets.  Their  proportion  in  a shoal  would  be  as  one 
barbel  to  eight  or  ten  of  gudgeon  I should  think. — I 
om,  &c.,  _____  Alfred  Jardine. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  “Old  Hand”  re  barbel  fry  and 
young  barbel,  I must  say  that  in  all  my  long  angling 
experience  I have  never  seen  a shoal  of  barbel  fry  or  young 
barbel  2in.  or  Sin.  in  length,  never  caught  one,  and  never 
heard  of  a single  angler  who  ever  has.  How  very  young 
barbel  pass  their  time  and  where  they  go  seems  to  bo  a 
mystery. — I am,  &c.,  “ Old  Hand,  No.  2.” 

BITTERN  HACKLE  FEATHER?. 

Sir, — Will  any  of  your  numerous  readers  exchange 
some  of  the  above  for  a splendid  tail  feather  of  the 
blue  macaw,  18  inches  in  length,  bright  yellow  inside  1 
I mean  by  bittern  hackles  the  feathers  used  years  ago 
for  the  Wye  patterns. — 1 am,  &a., 

Kintore,  N.B.  W.  P.  Campbell. 

FISHING  TIDAL  RIVERS. 

Sir, — Can  you  give  me  some  information  relative  to 
fishing  tidal  rivers  1 

I find  the  plan  of  baiting  the  swim  twenty  hours 
before  fishing  quite  useless  for  keeping  the  fish  together, 
as  they  appear  to  shift  with  the  tide. 

Is  the  ebb  or  the  flow  the  best  time  for  fishing  ? 

I should  think  anglers  acquainted  with  the  Arun, 
which  I understand  is  tidal  above  Pulborough,  could 
give  some  useful  hints. 

No  angling  books  appear  to  treat  of  this  subject,  nor 
can  I .obtain  reliable  local  information. — I am,  &c.. 

Roach-fisher. 

[Ground  baiting  is  of  very  little  use  in  a tidal  river. 
As  regards  “ ebb  and  flow  ” it  is  a matter  of  experience. 
You  must  gain  a knowledge  of  the  river  you  are  fishing. 
At  some  parts  of  the  Arun  you  get  the  up  tide,  .and  vice 
versa.  The  great  secret  of  success  is  perseverance. 
Follow  your  fish  ; do  not  sit  too  long  in  one  iilace — 
work  and  “ find  ” them,  for  they  are  always  shifting 
about.  On  the  Blackwater  River  at  Maldon  you  will 
catch  most  fish  oi^the  up  tide.  But  even  there  you  can- 
not keep  them  together — you  must  follow  them.  When 
the  salt  water  is  coming  in  the  fish  make  for  the  edge  of 
the  long  weir  over  the  stone  work  up  to  the  very  edge  of 
the  breakwater  (trying  to  get  into  the  fresh);  but  as 
soon  as  the  tide  recedes  they  are  all  gone.  You  must 
“ follow  and  find  them,”  or  go  without.”] 


FEATHERS  FOR  FLIES. 

Sir, — Would  any  of  your  subscribers  kindly  inform 
me  where  I can  obtain  Honey  Duns  (cock  and  hen),  Brown 
and  Buff  Turkey  Tails,  Golden  Pheasant  Toiipings  f 
Of  course  I know  that  fishing  tackle  makers  supply 
them,  but  their  prices  are  prohibitive.  I use  a great 
quantity  of  feathers,  as  I sell  my  flies  for  the  benefit  of 
a charitable  institution,  besides  using  a good  many 
myself.  Perhaps  some  cf  your  many  readers  may  either 
keep  the  birds,  or  know  someone  who  keeps  them,  and 
who  would  sell  the  feathers  at  a re.asonablo  jirico.  I 
am,  .'ic.  Eamont. 

FISHING  THE  YTHAN. 

Sir,—  In  your  issue  of  Nov.  2-5  I see  that  you  state 
that  Lord  Aberdeen  grants  free  permits  to  fish  the 
Ythan.  Can  you  tell  me  if  this  is  only  to  residents,  or 
would  visitors  stand  any  chance  ?— I am,  &c., 

Steenie. 


WHERE  TO  GET  CARP-BREAM. 

Sir, — Can  jmu  inform  me  where  I can  get  from  100  to 
200  carp-bream  for  stocking  a pond? 

If  you  can  oblige  me,  I shall  esteem  it  a groat  favour. — 
I am,  &c.,  G.  E.  Stmington. 

Dunedin  Villas,  Market  Harborough. 

[No  doubt  some  of  the  fish-breeders  who  advertise  in 
our  columns  will  answer  you  J 


“A  MODEL  SWIM.” 

Sir, — Y'our  contributor,  “ Straw  Hat,”  is  a little  at 
sea  as  to  the  names  of  Surrey  streams.  In  his  article 
on  “ A Model  Swim  in  the  Tillingbourne,”  he  describes 
a locality  that  is  several  miles  away  from  the  nearest 
bend  in  the  Tillingbourne.  His  error  in  naming  his 
stream  does  not  detract  from  the  interest  of  his 
communication,  but  it  might  cause  confusion  in  the 
mind  of  some  brother  angler  who,  like  himself  (he  hails 
from  London,  does  he  not?)  is  a stranger  to  the  district. 
The  stream  to  which  “ Straw  Hat  ” refers  is  evidently 
the  Pipp  Brook,  which  rises  in  a valley  below  the 
Redlands  and  after  passing  through  the  Rookery  turns 
eastward  and  flows  through  Westcott  and  Dorking  to 
the  Mole.  The  Tillingbourne  rises  in  Broadmoor 
Bottom  to  the  north  of  Leith  Hill,  flows  through 
Lonesome  Valley  to  Wootton,  then  turns  westward 
through  Gomshall,  Chilworth,  and  Shalford,  joining  the 
IVey  a little  south  of  Guildford.  It  appears  strange 
that  in  “ Straw  Hat's  ” conversations  with  the  worthy 
miller  he  should  not  have  discovered  the  correct  name 
of  the  stream. — I am,  Ac.,  Surretite. 


FISHES’  EYES. 

Sir, — I have  been  too  ill  to  reply  to  “ Mark  Antony’s  ” 
good-natured  criticism  last  week,  and  am  scarcely  fit 
now.  He  says;  “I  cannot  for  the  life  of  me  see  how 
sight  could  benefit  an  eel  on  a dark  night  in  exchanging 
its  quarters  from  one  mere,  pond,  lake,  &c.,  to  another 
. _.  . there  being  no  connection  lietween  the  waters  to 

guide  the  eel  on  its  onward  route.” 

Evidently  the  eel  knows  where  the  water  is  without 
seeing  it,  and  if  he  had  only  a wet  meadow  to  cross,  and 
there  was  nothing  else  to  interfere  with  him,  he  might 
get  on  tolerably  without  sight,  though  he  would  probably 
feel  very  uncomfortable.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
in  tropical  and  semi-tropical  countries,  where  fresh- water 
eels  are  largest,  there  are  hosts  of  predatory  animals  of 
all  sizes  abroad  at  night,  and  there  may  be  all  kinds  of 
obstacles  in  his  path  as  well — fissures,  rocky  and  stony 
spots  where  the  scorpions  are  numerous,  thorn  bushes, 
pits,  and  many  other  things.  Even  iu  our  own  islands,  those 
who  have  read  the  Scotch  cobbler  naturalist’s  life,  will 
know  how  the  country  teems  with  moving  life  at  night — 
creatures  seldom  seen  in  daylight.  I am  afraid  the  eel 
would  make  a poor  business  of  it  in  changing  his  quar- 
ters without  sight.  I do  not  think  he  would  attempt  it. 

“ If  an  eel  can  see  as  well  on  land  as  in  water,  how  is 
it  that  if  one  catches  an  eel,  and  places  it  any  reasonable 
distance  with  its  head  away  from  the  pond,  mere,  river, 
&c.,  it  always  makes  for  them?”  If  a man  were  drawn 
out  of  the  water  as  quick  as  the  eel,  even,  and  thrown 
on  the  bank,  he  would  know  where  he  came  from,  and 
why  not  the  eel ; I am  supposing  both  to  retain  their 
senses,  and  an  eel  never  shows  signs  of  having  “lost 
his  head”  under  such  circumstances.  Irrespective  of 
this,  however,  the  eel  seems  to  know  where  near  or 
distant  water  is,  and  this  we  cannot  explain  ; but  that 
is  no  reason  that  sight  would  be  useless  on  land,  as  I 
have  tried  to  show. 

“ I have  repeatedly  caught  eels  where  they  could  not, 
for  various  reasons,  see  the  water  three  yards  from  the 
side.  ...  In  such  cases  as  these,  what  possible 
influence  could  sight  have  in  the  matter?”  I should 
say  it  would  make  every  difference  to  the  eel.  It 
enables  him  to  bite  his  tormentor  if  he  gets  the  chance. 
If  you  throw  your  eel  behind  the,  dense  thorn  bush 
growing  on  the  bank  on  your  right,  or  behind  the  large 
tree  in  a similar  position  on  your  left,  the  eel  does 
not  make  for  that  tree  nor  that  thorn  bush.  No;  he 
makes  for  the  open  space  where  you  stood  when  you 
landed  him.  Is  not  this  evidence  of  sight  ? Ho  avoids 
the  obstacles. 

“It  an  eel  can  see  as  well  on  laud  as  in  water,  why 
cannot  I see  as  well  in  the  water  as  on  land?’.’  Well, 
you  were  not  intended  to  travel  under  water,  and ’can  only 
do  so  after  long  training,  and  for  a very  limited  time. 
The  eel  can  travel  on  land  without  any  training,  and  for 
a long  time.  Even  young  eels  do  so.  Some  may  think 
that  the  Creator  (and  they  may  not  be  far  wrong)  gave 
the  eel  his  knowledge  of  the  whereabouts  of  distant 
meres  and  ponds,  and  the  power  to  make  his  way  there, 
often  under  great  difficulties,  for  a wise  purpose.  Eels 
will  go  over  precipices  to  make  their  way  to  a different 
water.  Yes,  because  they  cannot  see  it,  it  will  be  said. 
But  why  do  they  choose  the  very  lowest  part  of  the 
precipice  ? Certainly  not  because  they  cannot  see. 

To  brighten  iirosy  arguments,  an  anecdote  related,  not 
long  ago,  by  the  celebrated  Dublin  physician.  Sir 
Richard  Quain,  now  of  London,  may  not  be  out  of  place 
here.  A man,  having  dined,  was  making  his  way  through 
a belt  of  pines.  He  had  not  proceeded  far  when  he 
bumped  against  apine  tree.  “ I beg  your  pardon,”  said 
he,  and  went  on  his  way.  Presently  he  ran  against 
another  pine  tree.  “ 1 beg  your  pai'don,”  said 
ho  .again,  and  resumed  his  journey.  A third  time 
he  ran  against  a pine  tree.  “I  beg  your  pardon.” 
said  ho : “I'll  wait  till  the  crowd  goes  by.”  We 
are  not  told  that  he  was  going  in  the  wrong  direc- 
tion ; and  had  his  eyes  not  failed  at  a critical  time, 
they  would  have  been  of  the  greatest  use  to  him  in  the 
darkness.  It  may  be  said  that  it  was  his  understanding — 
his  sense — that  failed.  It  may  be  so,  but  was  he  not  full 
of  sense  when  ho  stopped  ? I am  afraid  the  cej  would 


not  have  the  sense  to  stop.  If  he  could  not  see  in  the 
dark,  he  would  take  a straight  line  “across  country,” 
tearing  himself  on  thorns  and  sharp  rocks. 

I believe  that  eels  can  see  better  at  night  than  in  the 
day  time.  They  feed  at  night  and  scarcely  at  all  in  the 
day,  except  the  water  is  very  muddy.  Of  course,  a few 
small  eels  can  be  caught  in  daylight,  and  even  an 
OBoasional  large  one,  when  your  bait  happens  to  fall  near 
his  head.  This  seems  to  show  that  eels  dislike  the 
light,  or  are  afraid  of  being  seen,  or  both. 

“ Pennies  I have  dived  for  ...  in  clear  fresh 
water,  on  a perfectly  clear  bottom,  were  all  blurred,  &c. 
How  does  Mr.  Ferguson  account  for  this  ? ” This  has  been 
answered  above  I think.  I do  not  know  much  about 
diving.  They  would  probably  be  blurred  when  moving, 
but  were  they  blurred  when  lying  on  the  Ijottom  ? I 
think  not.  With  a habitual  diver  I fancy  it  is  dift’erent. 
When  the  large  passenger  steamers  and  troopships 
arrive  at  Aden  the  Somali  boys  dive  for  pennies.  If  a 
penny  is  thrown  on  the  side  of  the  ship  where  they  are, 
they  will  have  it  before  it  sinks  a yard  as  a rule.  The 
custom  is  to  throw  the  penny  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
ship.  They  dive  under  the  huge  vessel,  and  seldom 
have  to  go  much  lower  for  the  penny.  The  Malays  at 
Singapore  are  still  better  divers.  Their  wooden 
dwellings  are  built  on  poles  over  the  water,  and  mere 
babies  may  be  seen  dropping  from  the  verandahs — a 
height  of  from  six  to  eight  feet — and  swimming  like 
young  ducks,  or  diving  after  anything  that  has  fallen. 
It  would  be  curious  to  know  how  they  see  under  water. 
I neglected  to  question  them,  and  now  cannot. 

“ If  fish  can  see  as  well  near  the  surface  as  they  can 
in  deeper  water,  may  I ask  why  salmon,  trout,  pike, 
when  rushing  after  flies,  make  such  woeful  mistakes  in 
coming  short,  going  past,  or  on  either  side,  and  so  missing 
the  lure  ? ” Ido  not  think  the  eyesight  has  much  to  do 
with  it,  or  if  it  has,  in  a different  way  to  that  suggested. 
May  it  not  be  that  the  fish  miss  the  fly,  not  because  he 
cannot  see  so  well  near  the  surface,  as  because  he  can 
see  the  fly  better  when  nearer  to  it,  and  so  discovers  the 
sham,  and  goes  to  right  or  left  to  avoid  it  ? The  same 
thing  happens  on  the  darkest  day.  In  the  river  that  is 
most  fished  you  will  have  the  most  misses  ! All  our 
rivers  are  overfished,  except  where  large  sums  are  paid 
for  them.  This  is  the  great  mischief.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances fish  become  very  knowing  and  very 
frightened.  They  have  been  wounded  so  often  that 
they  fear  a sting  in  the  tail  of  every  fly.  Wo  say  they 
“ come  short,”  but  it  is  often  not  so.  They  give  a little 
pull  at  the  head  or  wing  to  find  the  taste,  and  are  off 
with  a shake  of  their  tails.  I have  repeatedly  during 
last  season  seen  peal  swimming,  belly  upwards,  in  a half 
horizontal  position,  under  my  salmon  fly,  examining  it 
critically.  No  doubt  those  fish  saw  the  hook  in  the 
water  as  plain  as  I can  see  it  when  out  of  the  water. 
Our  hooks  are  too  easily  seen.  Trout  do  the  same  often. 
Has  “ Mark  Antony”  ever  fished  a Highland  stream  in 
Ireland  or  Scotland  some  ten  to  fourteen  miles  from  a 
railway,  and  which  is  seldom  fished  ? I will  describe  the 
fishing  in  one  pool  in  the  Lammermoors.  There 
was  no  village,  and  no  inn,  and  I had  to  choose 
between  the  minister  and  the  schoolmaster  for  a bed.  I 
chose  the  latter.  I commenced  on  a Friday  and  fished 
alone.  Here  is  a little  waterfall  of  about  2ft.,  and  a nice 
deepish  piool  below  it.  Standing  out  of  sight  above  the 
fall,  I throw  in  my  four  flies.  At  once  the  whole  shoal 
of  trout  seemed  to  rise,  and  three  were  landed,  then 
four — four  times  I landed  four  from  that  pool  — the 
reapers,  in  a field  some  quarter  of  a mile  off,  seeing  the 
silver  beauties  glittering  in  the  sunshine,  clapping  their 
hands  with  all  their  might  every  time  I did  so.  I stayed 
too  long,  and  the  trout  became  educated,  and  would 
“ miss  ” as  our  very  highly  educated  trout  do  here.  The 
trout  were,  of  course,  not  large,  5oz.  and  under,  but 
very  few  had  to  be  thrown  back.  On  the  Saturday 
the  schoolmaster  fished  with  me,  when  our  success  at 
each  pool  was  about  the  same  as  mine  had  been  on  the 
previous  day,  but  did  not  last  half  so  long.  Coming  to 
some  still  deep  pools,  I threw  in  a brandling,  and  landed 
three  fish  of  about  half  a pound,  and  two  of  nearly  three- 
quarters  of  a pound,  while  the  schoolmaster  sat  looking 
on.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  these  two  days  were 
bright,  burning  August  days,  and  the  water  as  clear  as 
crystal,  therefore  how  can  I think  otherwise  than  I have 
stated  regarding  fishes’  eyes  ? 

If  Mark  Antony  will  look  into  an  aquarium,  I think  he 
will  see  that  a large  eel,  when  ascending,  does  not  use 
the  lateral  motion. — I am,  &c.  J.  Ferguson. 


LARGE  EELS. 

Sir, — This  autumn,  a pond  here  was  emptied  and  all 
the  fish  taken  out.  Two  large  specimens  of  the  broad- 
nosed  eel  {Anguilla  lalirostra),  weighing  71b.  and  Gib  , 
were  taken,  a most  unusual  size  for  this  variety  accord- 
ing to  Yarrell,  who  gives  the  maximum  as  51b.  The 
extreme  length  was  3ft.  7Jin.,  and  girth  9in. 

I remember  these  eels  being  turned  off  in  1853,  when 
the  pond  was  last  emptied,  so  this  is  a good  record  for 
age  and  weight.  I sent  the  largest  to  the  museum  of 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  Lincoln’s-inn-fields,  where 
the  skeleton  may  be  seen. — I am,  &o.,  W.  H.  'Tuck. 

[Several  letters  from  corresponde)its  are  unavoidahhj 
held  oi'c)'.] 


Good  company  and  good  discourse  are  the  very 
sinews  of  virtue  ; but  for  such  discourse  as  we  heard 
last  night  infects  others.  For  though  1 love  civility, 
yet  I hate  severe  censures.  A companion  that  is  cheerful 
and  free  from  swearing  is  worth  gold.  I love  such  mirtli 
as  does  not  make  friends  ashamed  to  look  upon  one 
another  next  morning.  ”Tis  the  company  and  not  the 
charge  that  makes  the  feast. — Iz.aak  Walton, 
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ANGLING  FIXTURES. 

December  24.  

Amica.hle  Hi-othera  : Christmas  prize  outinfr. 
Clissold  ; Prize  ontin;? 

Enterprise  : Matcli  at  Cheshunt. 

December  26. 

Clissold  : Smokin?  conoArt. 

Queen’s  Piaoatorials  : Roving'  match. 
December  27. 

Izaak  Walton  : Competition. 

December  30. 

Forest  Gate  : Roving  match. 


FIXTURES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

Dec.  31. — Pix'e  Brothers  : Roving  match. 

.,  31. — Rodney;  Match  at  Langford. 

Jan.  7 — Bloomsbury  Brothers  : Roving  match. 

„ 8. — Anchor  and  Hope : Smoking  concert. 

„ 8.— Globe  : Reading  by  Mr.  Hoyle,  with  lantern 

views. 

,,  21. — Allason  United  ; Prize  outing. 

,,  23. — Prince  of  Wales  : Presentation. 


JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAY. 


“A  Merry  Christmas  to  yon  all,”  and  may  yon  have 
good  sport  throughout  the  festive  season.  The  rivers 
are  in  good  trim,  and  there  is  every  prospect  that  Yule 
Tide  of  1893  will  bo  remembered  as  an  excellent  one  for 
the  jack  and  roach  fishers.  The  recent  heavy  rains  have 
given  a nice  colour  to  the  Thames,  and  have  been  every- 
thing that  could  be  desired  from  an  angler’s  point  of 
view — far  better  than  snow.  Few  fish  feed  when  the 
stream  is  full  of  snow  water,  and  more  especially  is  this 
true  when  the  water  is  in  such  an  unwholesome 
state  for  the  first  time  during  the  year.  Therefore,  let 
us  rejoice  that  the  enow  is  ” off,”  that  the  river  is  in 
fishable  condition,  and  that  most  of  us  will  get  a 
pleasant  relief  from  arduous  work,  A bright,  crispy 
■Christmas  morn  should  see  many  jack  anglers  at 
work  on  the  Thames,  for  these  fish  are  now  in  good  con- 
dition and  are  fairly  plentiful,  though  owing  to  the  vast 
amount  of  trailing  which  has  been  done  they  are  rarely 
over  81b.  or  91b.  in  weight. 

«****•« 

The  River  Lea,  of  course,  will  receive  on  its  banks  the 
usual  complement  of  jolly  anglers,  for  although  this  river 
cannot  be  compared  with  the  Thames,  it  certainly  holds, 
considering  the  size  of  the  two  streams,  a larger  supply 
of  roach  over  11b.  in  weight.  Few  Lea  fishermen  feel 
satisfied  with  a day’s  outing  unless  they  secure  one 
roach  amongst  their  little  lot  over  11b.  The  river  at 
Ware  has  been  much  frequented  for  this  solo  reason, 
viz.,  the  fish  are  invariably  large.  But  what  about  jack  ? 
Whether  those  anglers  who  use  the  roach  pole  do  not 
care  for  “jacking,”  I do  not  know,  but  we  seldom 
hear  of  many  of  these  fish  being  taken,  although  no 
doubt  they  are  in  the  river  in  fair  numbers.  There  is 
a very  good  spot  for  jack  just  below  Bye  House.  I 
presume,  however,  that  the  regular  roach  fisher  cares 
for  no  other  kind  of  angling,  and  by  sticking  to  one 
branch  he  becomes  a proficient.  Well,  here’s  good  luck 
to  you  all,  and  a warning  gratis — use  the  finest  possible 
tackle  you  can  consistent  with  strength  that  will  hold 
the  big  fish  you  intend  to  capture. 

*•#*#** 

The  Ivel  at  Shefford  is  said  to  be  worth  a visit.  Several 
members  tf  the  executive  of  the  Anglers’  Association 
report  very  favourably  of  the  quality  and  quantity  of  fish 
obtainable.  Some  good  dace  and  roach  are  frequently 
taken.  'There  are  no  Sunday  trains  to  Shefford,  or 
perhaps  the  Royal  Aqnarium  would  see  a few  of  the 
specimens  at  the  great  exhibition  which  is  to  be  held  in 
March.  The  thanks  of  the  London  anglers  are  due  to 
Messrs.  Ghurney,  Murphy,  and  Field  for  adding  to  the 
list  of  “ new  found  outs.” 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

It  is  alleged  that  immense  quantities  of  herrings  are 
imported  into  this  country  from  Sweden  and  Norway, 
which  are  packed  air-tight  and  preserved  in  boracic  acid. 
Larger  than  our  herrings,  and  presenting  a fine  appear- 
ance, they  are  retailed  as  prime  Yarmouth  bloaters,  and 
in  the  absence  of  any  distinguishing  mark,  have  been 
readily  purchased.  The  action  of  the  air,  however, 
oanses  these  fish  to  go  bad  inside,  and  the  purchaser, 
disappointed  in  his  breakfast,  contracts  a dislike  to  what 
he  had  hitherto  found  to  be  an  appetising  and 
economical  relish. 

***«*## 

Our  good  friend  Hoyle,  who  is  so  liberally  supplying 
the  Loudon  clubs  with  “ lantern  lectures,”  seems  to  be 
quite  as  much  at  home  with  all  the  paraphernalia  of 
the  lantern  as  he  is  with  the  tying  of  flies.  I never 
thought  there  was  very  much  in  the  manipulation  of  the 
lantern,  but  I have  altered  my  opinion  upon  hearing 
that  “ Primuline  always  leaves  a slight  yellow  ground, 
which,  in  paper  prints,  sometimes  adds  to,  and  some- 
times detracts  from,  the  artistic  effect.  The  inventors 
make  a somewhat  special  primuline  for  the  process. 
The  residual  pale  yellow  is  not  greatly  noticeable  in 
lantern  effects,  especially  with  the  oil  light,  and  even 
the  limelight  is  somewhat  poor  in  blue  rays.  Other 
diazo  compounds  than  that  of  primuline  can  be  used  ; 
for  instance,  the  inventors  get  a light,  cream-coloured 
background  by  using,  instead  of  primuline,  dehydro- 
thiotoluidinesul phonic  acid.”  Boracic  acid  and  fisher- 
men will  go  together  all  right,  but  this  substitute  for 
“ prime-your-line,”  de acid— never  ! 


The  view  of  the  Roaring  Tanks  at  the  Matlock  and 
Cromford  Angling  Assoqiation’s  Fishery  at  Matlock 
Bath,  which  a|)poared  in  our  Christmas  Number,  was 
taken  from  a photogr.-iph  kindly  supplied  to  us  by  Mr.  J. 
W.  Hildor,  artist  and  photographer.  Museum  Parade, 
Matlock  Bath. 

• «»«*** 

In  our  Christmas  number  an  article  appeared  on 
“ Thames  Piking,”  wherein  the  writer  suggested  the 
formation  of  an  “Anglers’  Liberation  Society,”  and  when 
we  read  the  following,  which  is  an  extract  from  a letter 
written  by  a well-known  pike  angler,  we  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  such  a society  would  just  suit  this 
sportsman,  whose  name  we  should  like  to  publish.  The 
extract  runs  thus:  “I  had  six  fish,  the  beat  over  101b., 
next  Gib.,  then  4fib.,  41b.,  3^1b.,  2jlb.  The  five  smallest 
I returned  with  instructions  to  grow  into  30-pounders, 
then  to  call  on  me  again.”  Good  example.  We  should 
like  t)  record  more  of  these,  but  we  fear  there  are  few 
who  could  be  induced  to  return  five  fish  out  of  six  of  the 
weights  mentioned. 

##**#** 

“ Now  that  we  are  to  have  a Fisheries  Exhibition,” 
says  “ St.  Peter  ” in  the  Sporting  Mirror,  “ again  in  the 
spring  of  1894  at  the  Westminster  Aquarium,  it  would 
be  well  worth  the  while  of  Mr.  Manager  Ritchie  to 
obtain  some  living  fish  of  great  dimensions  to  help  his 
show.  Models  and  fi.shing  rods,  stuffed  fish  and  paint- 
ings, are  apt  to  pall  somewhat  even  on  a devoted 
disciple  of  the  angle,  but  the  latter  never  tires  of  admir- 
ing his  favourite  studies  when  they  are  alive  and 
kicking.  Of  course  the  trouble  of  the  conveyance  of 
such  creatnres  would  be  great,  but  wit'a  modern 
appliances  and  men  skilled  in  the  carriage  of  living  fish, 
I am  certain  the  diffioulties  could  be  overcome.” 

* * * m m * * 

Some  of  the  fish  in  the  Royal  Aquarium  in  St  Peters- 
burg have  been  on  exhibition  for  more  than  150  years. 
Some  of  the  fish  in  the  Royal  Aquarium,  Westminster, 
have  not  been  on  exhibition  quite  so  long. 

*«#**«* 

Mr.  Ritchie  has  arranged  a marvellous  programme 
for  the  Christmas  holidays  at  the  Royal  Aquarium.  It 
will  last  for  fourteen  consecutive  hours,  and  will  contain 
some  of  the  most  remarkable  and  thrilling  items  that 
have  ever  been  placed  before  the  public,  A lady 
gymnast  throws  a triple  somersault  backwards  from  the 
Aquarium  roof  into  a net  ninety  feet  beneath  ; it  is  one 
of  the  most  wonderful  feats  ever  witnessed,  and  causes 
even  the  most  blasd  of  sightseers  to  hold  his  breath. 
Mile.  Adelina,  for  this  is  the  name  of  the  lady,  will 
doubtless  become  the  sensation  of  London.  The  French 
Fair,  which  has  been  brought  bodily  over  from  France, 
is  a very  great  novelty,  and  occupies  the  whole  of  the 
main  halls.  The  various  fancy  articles  that  are  being 
sold  are  most  tasteful  and  exceedingly  cheap.  Pur- 
chasers of  Christmas  presents  should  certainly  visit  the 
Aquarium  just  at  present. 

#***#•# 

“ Using  a sprat  to  catch  a mackerel”  is  proverbial. 

To  make  your  fowls  fat 
Use  the  meal  made  by  Spratt 

is  the  very  latest  School  Board,  up-to-date,  meadow- 
placard,  railway-station,  street  hoarding,  railway  car- 
riage, sky  sign.  We  have  used  Spratt’s  famous  meal  in 
manipulating  ground-bait  on  more  than  one  occasion 
with  good  results.  Anglers  should  try  it.  These 
remarks  are  prompted  by  the  receipt  of  a really  well 
got  up  almanack.  It  possesses  this  advantage  over  the 
Fishing  Gazette  almanack— that  every  month  reveals  a 
fresh  picture.  Fowl  fatteners  or  fish  finders  may  obtain 
a copy  on  application  to  “ Spratt’s  Patent,  Limited, 
Henry-street,  Bermondsey.”  Customers  must  send  a 
stamp  for  postage. 

******* 

This  is  what  “ Tempo,”  of  Reynolds,  says  about  our 
Christmas  number:  “‘Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  blown  to 
atoms  by  dynamite  ’ might  possibly  have  been  the  most 
startling  headline  in  the  Christmas  number  of  the  Fish- 
ing Gazette.  But  it  was  not.  Mr.  Marston,  instead  of 
making  a handsome  corpse,  is  alive  and  kicking, and  has 
contributed  an  article  in  this  week’s  Fishing  Gazette, 
relating  his  narrow  escape  from  a shocking  death  whilst 
in  the  act  of  slaughtering  innocent  jack.  Accompanied 
by  friends,  he  was  fishing  at  a powder  mill  lake,  and 
proposed  to  fasten  his  boat  to  a plank  which  was  float- 
ing in  the  centre.  Luckily  he  did  not,  for,  he  continues, 
‘ we  afterwards  learned  from  the  janitor  at  the  outer 
gate  that  the  plank  supported  a cask  of  some  new 
explosive  (probably  dynamite)  so  dangerous  that  the 
centre  of  their  little  lake  was  the  only  comparatively 
safe  place  in  which  they  knew  how  to  store  it ! ’ ” 
******* 

It  would  not  be  the  first  time  that  I have  fished  with 
a “ danger  ” beard  in  close  proximity  to  me.  But  the 
only  danger  of  anything  “ going  off  ” was  the  fisherman, 
when  the  bailiff  hove  in  sight ! The  two  fishermen  in  the 
Smokeless  Hades  would  have  made  a big  hole  in  the 
“dozen  cigars”  had  there  been  half  a chance.  The 
sportsmen  were  like  the  boy  in  the  beautiful  little  song 
“ The  Powder  Monkey  ” — I mean  “ The  Skipper  Rnd  his 
Boy«” — which  runs  something  like  this:  “ Fear  1 

cried  the  boy,  I know  no  fear  ! ” No  fear.  But  the 
ddnowtment  is  enough  to  cause  a shudder  in  the  heart  of 
the  boldest  18-inch  jack  murderer,  for  we  read : 
“■  Podgy  had  a sleepless  night.  It  appears  that  upon 
reaching  home  he  discovered  in  the  recesses  of  his 
trousers  pocket  a Incifer  match  ! ” 

******* 

The  Sea  Fisheries  (Scotland)  Bill  was  read  in  the 
House  of  Lords  for  the  third  time  on  Monday  last. 


Gknkrai.  Ei.dridob’s  chief  officer,  Captain  Vanhogan, 
sends  us  the  following  official  list  of  the  killed  at 
Amberley,  on  the  17th  inst.  : “ Mr.  Menear,  of  the  Penga 
Angling  Society,  one  roach,  21b.  4oz  , and  one  11b.  2oz. 
One  of  the  Lincoln  members  fishing  just  above  the 
bridge  caught  one  roach,  11b.  8oz.  W.  Biggs,  of  the 
Funny  Folks,  71b.  2Joz.  roach  and  dace ; one  roach, 
11b.  lloz.  ; one  dace,  Ooz.  ; S.  Hill,  Funny  Folks,  one 
roach,  11b.  8Joz. ; F.  Vanhegan,  one,  11b.  ; Foster,  Amic- 
able Brothers,  one  roach,  11b.  8oz.  or  !)oz.,  and  one 
bream.  There  were  several  others  had  fish  but  the  par- 
ticulars were  not  obtainable.  The  water  was  very 
thick — in  fact  like  clay,  but  that  does  not  matter,  yon 
can  always  get  a fith  or  two  by  persevering.” 
******* 

A new  angling  eociety  is  being  formed  — “The 
Rivington” — at  Host  GooJwin’s,  the  Bricklayers’ 
Arms,  Charlotte-street,  Great  Eastern-street  , Shore- 
ditch. The  society  was  enrolled  on  Monday  evening. 
It  would  be  interesting  to  learn  something  of  the  work- 
ing of  the  angling  society  which  was  held  in  the  same 
house  some  forty  years  ago. 

****»«• 

A heron  shot  at  Mr.  Armistead’s  Solway  Fishery  on. 
Dec.  13,  was  found  to  contain  twenty-four  American 
trout  {Salmo  fontinalis),  some  of  them  over  Gin.  long. 
The  bird  had  not  been  at  the  pond  quite  seven  minutes, 
as  he  was  seen  to  arrive  and  was  immediately  stalked 
by  one  of  the  men  and  shot.  Fully-eyed  ova  are  now 
being  sent  away  from  the  hatchery  in  large  quantities, 
and  are  being  used  for  planting  in  artificial  ova  beds  for 
stocking  streams. 

******* 

“Semper  Vigilans”  writes  expressing  his  hearty 
congratirlations  upon  the  “ superlative  excellence  ” of 
our  double  Christmas  number,  and  adds  that  he  posts 
to  his  angling  friends  over  fifty  copies  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  annually,  which  are  more  than  appreciated  by 
the  recipients. 

* * ■*  * * * _ * 

Those  who  have  not  seen  the  magnificient  case  of 
trout  now  being  exhibited  at  the  clubhouse  of  the 
Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Southwark-street,  S.E., 
should  send  to  “ Greg,”  31,  Compton-road,  N.,  for  a 
copy  of  the  photograph  which  he  has  succeeded  in  taking 
after  a deal  of  trouble.  The  case  is  certainly  worth 
inspecting.  Host  Willson  is  always  glad  to  see  visitors. 

******* 

The  programme  for  the  first  half  of  the  year  1891  of 
the  Gresham  Angling  Society  is  to  hand.  This  is  sharp 
work,  and  is  character! s do  of  this  wide-awake  club.  In 
addition  to  some  popular  papers  on  popular  subjects  by 
popular  anglers,  we  note  that  the  annual  meeting  and 
annual  dinner  will  take  place  in  January  and  April. 
The  programme  Will  be  given  in  extenso  next  week. 
******* 
Somebody  (no  name)  “ wants  to  know  ” who  was  the 
artist  who  “ took  ” the  picture  on  the  almanack,  “ Roach 
Fishing  at  Edenbridge  ? ” Was  it  Myall?  No;  it  was 
not.  He  is  miles  out.  He  is  also  wrong  in  his  descrip- 
tion of  the  “ caissons  of  the  new  Tower  Bridge.”  They 
are  simply  boots — fishing  boots  ; same  as  the  firemen 
use  when  they  go  in  the  water.  I am  told  that  Mr.  Greg, 
of  the  North  London,  was  the  artist. 

********  ^ 
The  Little  Ouse  is  now  in  splendid  condition  for  pike 
fishing.  Should  the  present  favourable  weather  con- 
tinue, sport  with  roach  or  pike  should  be  good.  Boats, 
baits,  and  every  attention  that  fishermen  can  require, 
miy  be  obtained  at  the  Ram  Hotel  (Host  Rolph),  Brandon. 

******* 

Is  it  “ safe  ■’  to  eat  “ chub  ” P Really,  after  the  good 
opinion  of  the  “ Connoisseur  ” by  the  “Amateur,”  it 
makes  me  “almost  waver  in  my  faith,”  as  Shakespeare 
says.  But  in  running  my  eye  over  the  choice  assortment 
of  “fur  and  feather”  which  lines  my  larder  (in  mv 
sleep)  I prefer  chicken  to  chub.  ‘‘After  the  ball”  I 
may  have  a try  ; but  up  to  the  present  I would  rather 
catch  him  than  cook  him. 

******* 

The  President  of  the  North  London  Angling  Society 
(Mr.  George  Hoyle)  will  deliver  his  lecture  entitled 
“ Two  Elvers  of  the  West  ” to  the  members  and  friends 
of  the  Globe  Angling  Society,  the  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road,  Holloway,  on  Monday  evening,  Jan.  8.  \Ve  also 
hear  that  he  is  about  to  visit  Ware  some  time  ii 
January,  when  Mr.  J.  Tayler,  of  the  French  Horn,  will 
place  his  handsome  and  commodious  club-room  at  the 
disposal  of  the  visitors.  It  is  hoped  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Fund  w'ill  benefit  largely  by  these  lectures. 
* ***** 

Wife  ; “ Hubby,  dear,  if  you  are  going  out  shooting, 
don’t  forget  that  we  have  a large  sapper  party  the  day 
after  to-morrow,  and  bring  something  nice  home.” 
Husband:  “Let  me  look  at  the  menu-I’ll  shoot  any- 
thing you  like.” 

*«*»***_ 

Mr.  Ghurney  writes: — “We  had,  by  permission,  a 
vei'y  successful  netting  of  the  Heybrid;.^  Basin,  near 
Maldon,  Essex,  considerably  over  one  ton  (which  were 
transferred  to  the  Association’s  fisheiy  at  Lingford), 
principally  roach,  a great  quantity  from  lib.  to  IJlb. 
each,  one  handsome  specimen  fish  going  21b.  Coz.,  and  a 
few  jack  and  tench.”  Mr.  Talbot,  of  the  Forest  Gate 
Piscatorials,  was  largely  instrumental  in  procuring  the 
necessary  permission  to  net  this  w de.’,  and  deseives 
thoroughly  the  hearty  vote  of  thanks  he  received  on 
Monday  night  at  Foresters’  Hall.  Three  tons  of  fish 
was  his  estimate — “ co  isiderably  over  one  ton  ’ was  the 
result.  The  small  net  only  was  used.  Mr.  Talbot’s 
hopes  might  possibly  have  been  realised  had  the  noble 
army  of  willing  werkers  wielded  the  Association  s brand 
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FOUND  IN  THE  TRAWL. 


Waiter  (obsequiously) : “ Well,  sir,  bow  do  you  find 
the  oysters,  sir?  ” Customer  (struggling  with  a plate  of 
oyster  soup)  ; “ Don’t  know.  Haven’t  come  across  any 
yet.” 

******* 

The  German  poet,  “ Dngaert,”  has  received  his 
quietus.  The  new  man  is  ‘‘M.  A.”  He  may  add  a 
“ D ” to  it  now,  with  safety. 

W hy  we  go  a-fishing, 

I loves  the  heavenly  sport : 

M y friend  was  always  wishing, 

B ut  couldn’t  get  the  sort. 

L et’s  go  and  try  the  old  lake, 

E els  and  pike  abound  there  ; 

D ace  and  perch  are  the  ones  to  take — • 

O nly  let’s  get  our  share. 

N ow,  look,  says  I,  to  my  pal, 

L ive  bait,  and  we  shall  have  fun ; 

A nd  when  we  get  ’em  we’ll  tell 
K ind  friends  what  can  be  done 
E arly  springtime  at  Wimbledon. — M.  A. 
******* 

Joseph  Jefferson,  the  actor,  was  playing  ‘‘  Rip 
Van  Winkle.”  A lover  of  nature,  as  you  know,  Jeffer- 
son is  of  course  a fisherman.  Well,  he  went  out  one 
morning  very  early.  It  was  in  Washington.  The  fish 
were  shy ; it  was  quite  evening  before  he  was  satisfied 
to  pack  up  his  rod.  He  had  caught  a creel  full,  but  all 
his  sport  had  come  just  about  the  time  when  he  ought  to 
have  gone  home  and  thence  to  the  theatre.  He  was 
very  tired,  and  in  the  scene  where  he  is  discovered 
asleep  he  really  fell  asleep.  After  the  usual  pause  and 
the  accompanying  music,  the  stage  manager  grew  rest- 
less, seeing  that  Rip  still  lay  perfectly  quiet.  The 
audience  showed  signs  of  impatience.  The  manager 
went  beneath  the  stage,  where  there  was  a convenient 
trap,  and  tried  to  stir  Jefferson  up  with  a p>ole.  It  was 
no  good.  It  is  very  unusual  for  any  of  the  audience  in 
an  American  theatre  to  address  people  on  the  stage,  but 
on  this  occasion  a gallery  boy  shouted,  “ Say,  Rip,  have 
we  got  to  stand  this  for  another  twenty  years?”  The 
audience  could  not  resist  this ; they  roared  with 
laughter  that  ended  in  a burst  of  applause.  This  and 
the  managerial  efforts  below  at  once  roused  the  sleeping 
actor,  and  ho  never  gave  so  as  realistic  a performance  in 
this  scene.  It  was  indeed  a real  awakening,  with  a 
genuine  stretch  of  the  limbs  and  a bewildered  look  of 
surprise  and  astonishment. 

******* 

A DISAPPOINTMENT. 

There  was  a chap  in  our  “ club,” 

Who  said  he’d  take  the  prize, 

His  notions  were  for  whoppers. 

And  nothing  under  size. 

He  fished  until  the  evening, 

And  never  had  a “ run,” 

When  all  at  once — “ bang  ” goes  his  float, 

And  then  began  the  fun. 

It  took  a spin  across  the  stream. 

And  then  it  turned  about — 

Amongst  the  reeds  and  rushes 
It  rushed  in  and  out. 

And  when  his  line  was  almost  spent, 

The  fish  he  turned  round. 

He  reeled  it  in,  then  gaff’d  it ; 

It  weighed  just  thirty  pound. 

He  had  a drink,  and  then  he  sang. 

Then  in  the  creel  he  packed  it. 

And  glad  in  heart  and  light  of  heel. 

He  to  the  station  tracked  it. 

But  when  it  at  “ the  club  ” was  weighed. 

Though  it  beat  them  all  for  size. 

All  his  joy  was  turned  to  grief — 

He  couldn’t  take  the  prize. 

Though  much  admired — its  size,  its  shape. 

It  was  too  bad,  by  George  1 
The  tenth  club  rule  had  barred  the  prize. 

He’d  caught  it  on  a gorge. 

Though  it  vex’d  him  much  the  prize  to  lose. 

It  him  this  lesson  taught. 

It  is  not  what  the  fish  may  weigh. 

But  the  way  that  it  is  caught.  W.  A.  M. 
******* 

A CORRESPONDENT,  “ S.  P.  ” (saysthe  Yorl-shire  Weekly 
Post),  dating  from  Cannes,  writes  : — “ Your  humorous 
account  of  the  Sheffield  pegged-down  matches ’’—[Good 
gracious  ! Am  I a humourist  now  ? I have  been  called 
all  sorts  of  names  in  my  time. — Ed.]— “ brought  to 
my  mind  a rather  curious  experience  I had  myself 
some  four  or  five  years  ago  at  one  of  these  competi- 
tions. After  drawing  my  number  and  going  to  my 
allotted  place,  I fished  for  some  hours  and  could  only 
catch  small  gudgeon.  I got  fifty-five  of  these,  weighing 
altogether  IJlb.”— [Great  Scott!  Fancy  that,  now  I — 
Ed.] — “Then  came  the  time  wlei  even  these  left  off 
biting.  There  being  a lot  of  weed  just  in  front  of  me  I 
thought  it  looked  a likely  place  for  a pike,  and  that 
probably  one  had  appeared  on  the  scene  seeking  what 
he  could  devour,  which  would  satisfacf orily  account 
for  the  small  fry  suddenly  remembering  that  they 
had  an  engagement  elsewhere.  So  I put  one  of 
the  largest  gudgeon  I had  caught  on  a dead 
bait  hook,  and  a pike  took  it  almost  as  soon 
as  it  touched  the  water.  After  a little  quiet 
dispute,  jn  which  the  fish  and  I took  entirely 
opposite  views,  I got  him  out,  knocked  him  on  the  head, 
and  hid  him  under  some  grass,  unseen  even  by  my 


nearest  neighbour  (we  were  allowed  20  yards  of  bank 
each).  The  pike  weighed  3Rb.  'When  the  judges  came 
round  to  weigh-in  I dumped  my  remaining  fifty-four 
gudgeon  into  the  scale  as  triumphantly  as  a man  who 
has  the  ace  of  trumps  up  his  sleeve.  ‘ Oh,  you  aren’t 
ih  it ; one  chap  up  yonder  has  2:[lb.,’  remarked  one  of  the 
officials.  ‘Then  how’s  that  for  high?’  I exclaimed, 
dragging  out  the  pike  from  its  hiding  place,  which 
brought  up  my  weight  to  4|lb.  That  was  by  far  the 
heaviest  dish,  but  it  looked  like  a tie  between  two  of  us 
for  the  greatest  number  of  fish,  for  we  each  showed  fifty- 
five,  until  a happy  thought  struck  mo.  Getting  out  my 
knife,  I slit  open  the  pike’s  pouch,  and  taking  out  the 
gudgeon  he  had  swallowed,  brought  my  total  to  fifty-six. 
I took  the  prizes  for  largest  fish,  smallest  fish,  heaviest 
total,  and  largest  quantity,  and  I had  only  joined  the  club 
the  day  before.  My  only  regret,  Mr.  Editor,  is  that  you 
were  not  present  also.  If  you  had  been,  we  should  have 
collared  all  the  prizes  between  us,  for  the  other  man 
would  not  have  got  the  prize  for  the  biggest  liar.’ 
[All  right,  “S.P.”!  There  is  a law  touching  the 
matter  of  libels. — Ed.]  “ Another  extraordinary  inci- 
dent befell  me,”  continues  my  correspondent,  “ while 
fly-fishing  one  evening  in  the  Nidd.  I had  flogged  away 
for  a couple  of  hours  with  never  a rise,  and  had  made 
up  my  mind  to  give  it  up.  I was  coming  out  of  the  water 
with  that  intention,  when  suddenly  I noticed  a quantity 
of  red  flies  coming  down,  which  rekindled  the  dying 
spark  of  hope.  Putting  on  a Red  Palmer,  I returned  to 
the  spot  I had  just  quitted,  and  behold  ! the  very  first  cast 
I was  playing  a vigorous  jlb.  trout,  which  behaved  like  a 
thing  possessed.  He  fought  in  a manner  I had  never  ex- 
perienced before,  plunging  and  ploughing  head  first  down 
into  the  water,  and  pulling  with  such  force  that  I 
imagined  him  to  be  a much  bigger  fish  than  he  really 
was.” — ['We  often  do  that,  “ S.  P.”  It’s  “ naterable.” — 
Ed.] — “ At  last,  after  playing  him  a considerable  time,  I 
got  him  into  the  net  and  found,  much  to  my  astonishment, 
that  he  was  caught  by  the  tail,  but  not  hooked!  The  hook 
had  caught  on  the  gut  and  formed  a running  noose.  The 
fish  had  evidently  gone  for  the  fly,  missed  it,  and  was 
going  through  the  loop  when  I struck  just  in  time  to 
tighten  the  noose  round  his  tail.  I have  known  of  many 
instances  of  fish  being  foul-hooked  by  the  fin  or  in  the 
vent,  but  never  have  I heard  of  a trout  being  thus 
accidentally  snared.  Many  people  will  not  believe  the 
above,  but  I can  assure  you  it  is  perfectly  true.” 
[Don’t  you  trouble  yourself  about  that,  “ S.  P.”  There 
are  wicked  scoffers  who  will  not  believe  anything  that 
is  good  and  beautiful.  Why,  there  are  actually  some 
unregenerated  men  who  do  not  believe  all  I say  in  this 
column  I and  yet  it  doesn’t  bother  me. — Ed.] 
******* 

Lazyin’  ’long  the  grassy  bank, 

Wher’  the  crick  has  made 
Tnrnin’s  in  an’  out  ag’in. 

Huntin’  fer  the  shade. 

All  the  sunny  afternoon, 

Ef  I had  my  wish 
I would  never  do  a lick, 

’Cept  ter  fish. 

Ef  I got  a bite,  perhaps 
I might  h’ist  my  hook  ; 

’En  agin  I mightn’t ; ’at 
’Pends  on  how  I’s  took  ; 

Ef  I felt  that  way,  I’d  h’ist ; 

Ef  I didn’t,  why 
I’d  just  wait,  perhaps  I might. 

By  an’  by. 

Lazyin’  all  the  afternoon, 

List’nin’  to  the  bees, 

Watchin’  buzzards  sailin’  round, 

Resting  under  trees  ; 

Peelin’,  ef  I kotch  a fish, 

I could  have  him  fried  ; 

Ef  I didn’t,  just  the  same  ; 

I’d  be  satisfied. 

******* 

^ Old  Gentleman  (to  little  boy  fishing  on  Sunday)  : 
“ Won’t  your  parents  bo  very  angry  when  they  learn 
that  you  have  been  fishing  on  the  Sabbath-day  P ” Little 
boy : “ They  will  if  you  stand  there  much  longer 
botherin’  me  an’  scarin’  the  fish.  I’ve  had  bad  luck  so 
far,  an’  ev’ry  minnit  counts.” 


******* 


“Jimmie,  what  part  of  the  turkey  will  you  have  ?” 
“The  drumstick.”  “Baby,  what  do  you  want?” 
“ Div  me  de  dwum.” 

******* 

“ These  fish,  my  dear  Mrs.  Hendricks,”  remarked  the 
minister,  who  was  discussing  a Sunday  dinner  with  the 
family,  “ are  deliciously  fresh.  I am  enjoying  them 
very  much.”  “ They  ought  to  be  fresh,”  volunteered 
Bobby,  who  was  also  enjoying  them  ; “ pa  caught  ’em 
only  this  morning  ! ” 

******* 


A HOOK, 

A book, 

A shady  nook. 


A wish, 

A fiish, 

A sudden  swish. 


A sigh. 

But  why .? 
Next  day  a lie. 


******* 

“ I don’t  know  what’s  the  matter  with  me,”  said  old 
Mr.  Fussy,  suddenly,  after  he  had  eaten  six  oysters, 
five  smelts,  two  slices  of  filet,  a Roman  punch,  three 
platefuls  of  turkey,  with  potatoes,  spinach,  celery,  and 
cranberry  sauce.  “ I’m  afraid  I’m  not  well.  I had  a 
splendid  appetite  when  I began,  but  all  of  a sudden  it’s 
gone  ! ” 

******* 


Tommy  : “ My  father’s  in  the  butcher  business.  What 
businesses  your’n  in?”  Sammy:  “My  father  don’t 
have  to  toiler  any  business.  He’s  a Alderman.” 


We  All  Peel  that  Wat.— “ Hello  I ” he  called  to 
an  acquaintance  whom  he  had  not  seen  for  two  or  three 
weeks,  “been  away?”  “Yes.”  “Take  your  fishing 
tackle  along  ? ” “Yes.”  “ Have  a good  time  ? ” “Yes.” 
“That’s  nice!  Where’d  you  go?”  “Up  North.” 
“ What  was  the  weight  of  your  largest  fish  r ” “ Didn’t 

catch  any.”  “ Was  the  wind  wrong  ? ” “No.”  “Too 

early  or  too  late  in  the  season  ? ” No.”  “ Loose  all 
your  tackle  before  you  got  there  ? ” “No.”  “ You  got 

a few  big  bites?”  “Not  a bite.”  “Other  fellows 
caught  fish  up  there?”  “No,  not  a fish.”  “ Um  ! 
That’s  queer  ! Why  didn’t  you  catch  any  fish  ? ” ‘’Be- 
cause I was  in  the  pine  woods,  fifteen  miles  from  the 
nearest  creek.  In  fact,  the  well  at  the  hotel  was  almost 
dry.”  “But  you — you  had  a few  nibbles?”  persisted 
the  man.  “ No,  I didn’t  have  my  tackle  out  at  all.” 
“Humph!  Fifteen  miles  from  the  nearest  fish?” 
“ Yes.”  “ Well,  there  are  some  mighty  queer  people  in 
this  world  ! Not  even  a nibble  ! Good-day,  sir  ! ” 
******* 

A Place  to  Fish  — “I  want  to  go  fishing,”  remaiked 
a man  who  has  brought  many  fish  home  from  his  pisca- 
torial expeditions,  "but  I can’t  decide  exactly  where  I’d 
better  go.”  His  wife,  to  whom  this  remark  had  been 
made,  looked  up  from  her  work  very  sweetly.  “ What’s 
the  matter  with  the  fish  market,  Henry?”  she  said  so 
significantly  that  Henry  blushed  a deep  crimson. 
******* 

Jones  : “ What  are  you  eating  ? ” Smith  : “ Cheese.” 
“ How  is  it  ? ” “Lively.” 

******* 
Customer;  “ I say,  here,  I’ve  been  waiting  half  an 
hour  for  that  turtle  soup.”  Waiter  : “ Why,  sir,  you 
ought  to  know  that  tortoises  are  proverbially  slow.” 
******* 

There  is  a lobster  farm— or  pound,  as  it  is  called — 
twelve  miles  in  extent  at  Southport,  Me.  This  pound 
is  the  most  successful  on  the  coast,  whence  1,000,000 
lobsters  are  shipped  each  year.  The  pound  is  formed 
by  building  a solid  dam  across  a tidewater  cove.  The 
dam  does  not  quite  rise  to  high  water  mark,  but  across 
the  top  is  placed  a fence  of  wire  rods,  permitting  a- 
daily  change  of  water,  and  preventing  the  lobsters  from 
escaping. 

******* 

Stranger  : “ I understand  that  there  has  never  been 
a police  case  in  this  neighbourhood.  The  people  here 
must  be  very  peaceable.”  Farmer  Jones  ; “ ’Taint 
that ! but  you  see  the  magistrate  lives  so  far  away, 
that  by  the  time  we  git  there  we  forgit  what  we  was 
quarrellin’  about.” 

* * # * # * * 
Hostess:  “ Will  you  have  a piece  of  pie,  Georgie  ?” 
Georg ie : “Yes’m;  but  please  make  it  double  size, 
because  ma  told  me  not  to  ask  for  two  pieces.” 
******* 

An  Ohio  Piscatorial. — A farmer  living  on  Alum 
Creek,  near  Delaware,  O.,  named  James  Johnson,  has 
discovered  that  one  ot  his  cows  has  been  milked  by  fish 
in  the  si  ream  while  the  cows  stood  in  the  water  fighting 
flies.  He  declares  that  one  of  his  cows  for  several 
nights  has  been  coming  in  from  the  pasture  with  empty 
udders.  He  had  a suspicion  that  the  gentle  bovine  was 
milked  by  families  in  the  neighbourhood,  and,  although 
he  watched  the  cow,  he  could  not  discover  any  milk 
robber.  While  working  near  the  river,  he  saw  the  cow 
in  the  water  up  to  her  body.  After  she  came  out  the 
cow’s  udder  was  perfectly  limp,  all  the  milk  having 
been  extracted  in  some  mysterious  manner.  In  the 
evening  a carp  weighing  101b.  was  caught  near  the  place 
full  of  milk,  and  Johnson  claims  the  fish  milked  the 
cow.  [Just  101b.  it  weighed.] 

******* 

Health  says  : “ In  Iceland  to  cook  food  in  the  geysers 
is  a regular  portion  of  the  tourist  programme.  Tea  is 
infused  with  water  from  the  Great  Geyser,  and  trout  is 
boiled  in  the  Blesi,  or  hot  water  pond,  which  suddenly 
ceased  to  erupt  alter  the  Skaptar-Jokull  convulsion  of 
1781.  They  required  to  bo  immersed  for  about  twenty 
minutes  to  be  cooked  to  a turn.  In  the  Yellowstone 
country  a story  is  told  of  a fisherman,  who,  having 
hooked  a fine  trout,  merely  turned  on  his  heel,  end, 
without  taking  his  captive  off  the  line,  plunged  it  into 
a pool  of  hot  water,  from  which  in  a short  time  he  drew 
it  ready  for  his  meal,  reminding  us  of  Lord  Lovat,  the 
Jacobite  rebel,  who,  when  Initcheon  time  approached, 
betook  himself  to  a fall  on  his  estate  famous  for  its 
leaping  salmon,  and  placed  a caldron  of  boiling  water  in 
such  position  that  a fish  missing  its  spring  would  tumble 
into  the  pot.” 

******* 

A Rich  Sea  Harvest. — In  recent  years  the  most  notice 
-able  change  in  the  whale  fishery  has  been  the  marked 
decline  in  the  price  and  demand  for  oil,  due  to  the  intro- 
duction of  lard  oil,  mineral  oil,  &c.,  for  illuminating  and 
lubricatinr  purposes,  and  a corresponding  increase  in 
the  price  of  whalebone.  Fishing  for  oil  is,  therefore,  of 
minor  consequence,  and  the  whaling  fleet  now  goes  to 
the  Arctic  where  the  Baleen  whales  are  found.  There 
they  are  isolated  for  the  summer,  and  the  reports  from 
the  fleet  are  watched  for  with  the  greatest  anxiety  and 
interest  by  those  who  own  the  vessels  engaged  in  this 
hazardous  business.  Reports  recently  received  in  New 
Bedford  from  the  Arctic  whaling  fleet  are  to  the  effect 
that  the  .season’s  catch  is  unprecedented  in  the  history 
of  the  industry.  Almost  all  the  whales  were  taken  by 
the  steamers,  the  sailing  vessels  being  handicapped  by 
the  westward  ice  drift.  The  total  catch  of  the  season 
was  310  whales.  Narivhai.’s  catch,  sixty-two,  beats  all 
previous  records.  The  whalers  wintering  in  the  Arctic 
are  unable  to  send  their  catch  this  fall.  This  enormous 
catch  will  have  a great  effect  on  the  bone  market. — 
American  Fishing  Gazette. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


ifg*  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House.  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  Hig'h.  Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  hig'h  ■water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  vrater  at  London 


Bridge  given  below 

/30  min.  for  Chelsea. 

/55  min. 

for  Kew. 

Go  „ 

„ Putney. 

\75  „ 

,,  Richmond. 

Add|l5  „ 

,,  Hammer- 

Add(80 „ 

,,  Twicken- 

^50 „ 

smith. 
,,  Barnes. 

L 

ham. 

,,  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  'will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minu-tes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  op  High  Water  at  London  Bridge. 


Morning. 

Evening. 

Saturday,  Dec.  23  

1.17  

1.44 

Sunday, 

,,  24  

2.11  

2.36 

Monday, 

25  

3.  3 

Tuesday, 

„ 26  

3.55  

4 21 

W ednesday, 

„ 27  

4.45  

5.10 

Thursday, 

28  

5.35  

5.59 

Friday, 

29  

6.25  

6.50 

High  Water  at  Amberlet  and  Pulborough. 

Morning. 

Evening 

Saturday,  Dec.  23  

1..57  

2.24 

Sunday, 

„ 24  

2 51  

3 16 

Monday, 

„ 25  

3.43  

4.10 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amborley. 

Pulborough  will  be  two  hours  forty  minutes  later. 


EiTGLISH  AND  WELSH  EEPORTS. 

Lo'wer  Thames.  — General  Remarks. — It  was 
anticipated  at  the  beginning  of  the  week  that  as  the 
water,  which  had  risen  from  last  week’s  rain,  was  falling 
fast  the  river  would  soon  be  in  good  condition  for  roach 
fishing,  and  Charles  Hone,  writing  from  Staines  on  Mon- 
day evening,  remarked  : “ The  water  is  in  grand  order 
for  roach  just  now,  and  I will  soon  be  amongst  them,” 
hut  the  weather  is  now  in  a very  uncertain  state,  and  the 
rain,  which  again  commenced  on  Tuesday  with  a very 
low  barometer,  will  give  a different  colouring  to  what 
was  expected.  The  reports  from  the  tidal  waters  are  of 
the  briefest  description,  so  that  angling  at  the  present 
time  is  at  a very  low  ebb.  One  of  the  netsmen  at  Brent- 
ford, of  the  name  of  Richard  Pearce,  having  taken  a small 
trout  of  about  21b.  in  one  of  his  nets,  reported  the  same 
to  the  head  river  keeper  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preserva- 
tion Society,  and  retained  the  fish  alive  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  it  up.  Head  river  keeper  William  Douglas  accord- 
ingly went  and  found  the  fish  in  good  condition.  It  was 
then  taken  up  to  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  at  Kingston,  who 
placed  the  fish  in  the  river  there  with  a silver  ring  in  the 
back  fin.  Trout  anglers  and  others  will  make  a note  of 
this,  and,  when  captured,  will  make  a report  of  the  cir- 
cumstances to  the  worthy  president  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society.  I have  received  an  addi- 
tional sum  of  3 guineas,  through  Mr.  Thomas  OrumpUn, 
from  the  Preservation  Fund,  which  will  be  gratefully 
accepted  by  the  committee.  I wish  the  responses  to 
my  appeal  for  the  dinner  to  the  river  keepers  would 
come  in  a little  quicker,  so  that  I can  arrange  as  to  the 
extra  keepers  under  the  new  bye-laws  being  included 
with  the  others.  I should  like  to  see  a goodly  number 
of  visitors  on  the  occasion,  and  the  Star  and  Garter 
Hotel  at  Kew  is  conveniently  situated  for  the  journey 
either  by  rail  or  tram  directly  opposite. — B. 

Uppsi’  Thames.— Rain  has  again  fallen  heavily  in 
the  Tuamei  Valley,  and  has  flushed  the  river  up  to  bank 
high,  but  so  far  no  harm  is  done,  and  with  a few  fine 
days,  or  even  frost,  which  threatens  as  I write,  the 
water  will  drop  down  to  its  normal  height  and  be  all  the 
better  for  angling  purposes.  Jack  are  well  on  the  feid, 
as  evidenced  by  a gentleman  yesterday  (Wednesdaj ) in 
the  Aston  waters,  landing  seven  decent  fish.  Perch  and 
roach  in  the  dropping  water  should  be  well  on  the  feed 
during  the  Christmas  time,  so  I wish  every  and  all 
brother  piscators  plenty  of  knocks  during  the  coming 
festive  season. — Marlow  Ddzz. 

Thames  (Hampton  Co'urt). — William  Milbourne 
writes  : ’■  Last  week  the  river  rose  about  two  feet,  and 
the  water  cime  down  very  thick.  It  is  now  (Tuesday 
morning)  falling  fast  and  getting  in  good  order  for  all 
fishing,  particularly  for  roach,  and  if  the  weather 
should  keep  fine  it  will  be  in  condition  for  the  Christmas 
holidays.” 

Thames  (Kingston). — N.  Bolton,  in  two  days, 
fifteen  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,  some  of  the  roach 
weighing  over  lib.  each  ; and  J.  Knight,  eight  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace  and  a couple  of  bream. 

Thames  (Reading). — Things  are  quiet  down  Read- 
ing way  ; in  fact,  it  is  many  a long  day  when  sport  was 
80  suspended  among  local  anglers.  This  state  of  affairs 
is  due  to  the  little  pranks  Mr.  Clerk  of  the  Weather  has 
been  treating  us  to.  Mr.  Long’s  capture  was  unequalled 
in  the  Waltonian  Club  turkey  competition,  and  he 
claimed  the  bird.  The  lower  portions  of  the  Kennet  are 
already  displaying  signs  of  an  overflow,  as  is  Father 
Thames  in  the  low-lying  districts.  Several  good  fish 


have  been  “ spottoil”  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  if  the 
rainy  woatlmr  ceases  for  a while,  large  bags  are  antici- 
pated,— E.  H. 

Thames  (Richmond).  — Only  a few  roach  and 
dace  have  been  caught  by  the  anglers  fishing  in  punts. 

Thames  (Sunb'nry). — Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud  and 
Mr.  Clark  Ijiive  done  nothing  worth  reporting.  J.  Shaw, 
one  day,  two  chub,  one  31h.,  the  other  21b  , two  bream, 
and  three  dozen  of  roach;  E.  White,  five  chub  and  two 
roach  of  11b.  each  ; G.  Herbert,  4|^lb.  of  roach. 

Thames  (Teddington). — The  only  report  is  the 
fishermen  are  getting  a few  lamperns. 

Thames  (Twickenham). — C.  Brown,  in  two  days, 
201b.  of  roach  and  dace  ; J.  Frost,  in  the  week,  251b.  of 
roach  and  dace  ; A.  Hammerton,  in  one  day,  four  dozen 
of  roach  and  dace  ; and  John  Spong,  in  two  days,  211b. 
of  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Windsor). — Water  here  much  higher  and 
a nasty  clay  colour,  certainly  only  fit  for  the  ledger  with 
tail  end  of  lob  worm,  and  'those  who  must  fish  will  find 
this  the  only  chance,  unless  a very  sudden  change  takes 
place.  Very  few  anglers  out  during  the  wee’s:,  and 
only  a few  roach  been  taken.  Should  rain  keep  off 
water  should  get  right  for  jack  and  chub  by  the  26th. — ■ 
B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Ancholme  District. — A few  local  men  have  been 
out,  but  little  sport  has  been  had  except  amengst  the 
roacb.  The  recent  rains  have  made  the  water  quite 
thick,  and  the  outlook  for  Christmas  is  not  very  bright. 
— Thomas  Ford. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks).— The  heavy  fresh  we 
had  during  the  fore  part  of  last  week  has  run  in,  and 
the  river  is  now  in  fair  condition  for  fishing,  and  the 
water  a good  colour. — H. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Weather  good  for  grayling 
fishing,  and  yesterday  several  fishermen  were  on  the 
neighbouring  lengths,  but  have  not  heard  results. — D. 
and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Unless  we  get  a very 
radical  change  there  will  certainly  be  no  dearth  of 
water  this  Christmas.  The  river  had  scarcely  got  into 
condition,  when  Monday  and  Tuesday’s  heavy  rains  sent 
it  down  in  big  volume  again.  It  is  now  thick  as  soup, 
and  will  take  two  or  three  days  at  least  to  run  down. 
Providing  the  weather  settles,  there  is  every  promise  of 
a good  time  for  the  holidays,  and  from  the  determined 
front  of  some  of  our  “ veteran  ” pikists,  I gather  there 
is  a “lively”  Christmas  in  store  for  Esox  Indus. — 
Red  Palmer. 

Granta  (Whittlesford). — W’'ater  rather  low  and 
thick,  but  rising.  There  have  been  some  very  good 
takes  lately — Whitzer. 

Lea  and  Stort. — I have  heard  of  but  little  having 
been  done  lately  at  Waltham  Abbey.  Mr.  Lapwood  had 
a few  roach,  but  at  my  last  visit,  a few  days  since,  I 
found  the  whole  town  wrapped  in  the  deepest  gloom,  con- 
sequent on  the  terrible  explosion  which  occurred  in  the 
powder  mills  on  Wednesday,  Dec.  13,  whereby  six 
young  follows  lost  their  lives,  two  of  them  being 
anglers.  To-day  (Thursday)  the  water  in  the  Navigation 
Canal  is  a bit  thick,  but  will  soon  clear,  and  be  in  good 
order,  I hope,  for  the  holiday  fishers.  The  old  river  is 
in  flood,  being  about  two  feet  higher  than  it  has  been  for 
a long  time.— Spliced  Joint. 

Leicester. — The  downpours  have  proved  acceptable 
and  beneficial  to  the  waters.  Canal  anglers  are  occupying 
themselves  roach  fishing.  Prom  the  Anglestone  reaches 
of  the  Leicester  Angling  Society’s  preserves  a few  chub 
came  to  hand.  A few  pike  have  been  landed  at  Foxton. 
The  storms  which  ranged  far  into  the  country  have 
tended  to  do  an  immense  amount  of  good,  and  anglers 
have  a bright  future. 

Little  Ouse  (Drandoii). — The  river  is  in  splendid 
condition  for  pike  and  roach  fishing ; good  sport  is  being 
obtained.  A visitor  had  IGib.of  nice  roach  one  day  this 
week. 

li'cigg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  very  high  and  muddy,  and  in 
some  piaces  the  water  has  overflowed  the  banks.  The 
weatiier  has  been  very  bad.  Heavy  rain  faliing  neariy 
every  day  this  week. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  swoileu  three  parts  bank  full  of  muddy  water. 
Weather  continues  stormy ; high  winds,  with  heavy  falls 
of  rain.  No  chance  of  fishing  before  middle  of  coming 
week,  even  should  frost  set  in,  of  which  at  the  time  of 
writing  there  appears  no  probability.  Wind  suddenly 
chopped  to  N.E.  and  snow  falling. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Tonbridge)  — River  again  in  flood,  so  not 
much  use  wasting  time  fishing  this  week ; by  Monday  all 
ought  to  be  right  again,  particularly  if  we  have  a little 
frost.  Compliments  of  the  season  to  our  London 
members,  and  wishing  you  the  same,  dear  Mr.  Editor, 
with  tight  lines  in  the  coming  year. — R.  E.  W. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Some  nice  pike  were  taken 
at  the  end  of  last  week,  the  weather  and  water  were 
favourable  ; but  no  one  has  been  out  up  to  the  time  of 
writing  (Thursday),  the  weather  being  unsettled,  but  at 
present  it  bids  well  for  good  sport,  and  pike  ought  to 
feed,  considering  the  condition  of  the  water. — H. 
Rout. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Although  the  water  is  now 
in  good  order,  pike  are  not  feeding  very  well ; the 
largest  I have  heard  of  being  taken  during  the  week 
was  caught  spinning  by  Mr.  A.  White  on  Saturday  last, 
scaling  6jlb.  Some  very  fine  specimen  roach  have 
been  taken  near  the  new  town  sewer,  one  scaling  21b. 
9oz.,  another  11b.  14oz.,  and  a third  lib.  12oz. — B. 


Sfc.  Neots  (Hunts). — Fishing  has  been  quiet  lately, 
though  the  water  is  now  in  good  condition,  only  a few 
local  anglers  having  been  out.  A nice  chub  of  31b.  has 
just  been  brought  in.  There  are  plenty  of  good  chub  in 
the  river,  and  when  the  water  is  clear  large  numbers  c in 
be  seen  in  some  of  the  swims,  many  of  which  must  be 
over  51b. — W.  Nash. 

Severn  (Skrewsbury). — The  river  has  been  in  fair 
condition  for  angling,  but  the  inclement  and  unseason- 
able weather  has  not  induced  many  anglers  to  seek 
sport.  Salmon  fishing  prospects  for  the  coming  season 
are  fairly  bright,  inasmuch  as  there  has  been  plenty  of 
water  in  the  river  to  ensure  a good  run  of  autumn  fish, 
which  should  also  be  conducive  to  a successful  spawning 
season.  Coarse  fishing  will  yield  good  results,  and 
holiday  anglers  should  be  rewarded  by  some  takes  of 
pike  and  perch. — Piscator. 

Severn,  Vyrix'wy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
necK). — Another  week  of  very  rough  weather  with 
stormy  winds  and  frequent  showers  of  rain.  The  con- 
tinuous wind  had  the  effect  of  carrying  away  the  surplus 
waters,  so  that  the  rivers  are  at  present  not  very  full, 
and  on  Wednesday  some  snow  fell,  but  speedily  melted. 
Should  the  weather  continue  fine  these  rivers  will  soon  be 
in  fair  condition  for  those  anglers  who  are  looking 
forward  to  afew  days  amongst  the  graylingin  the  rivers 
in  this  neighbourhood  during  the  approaching  Christmas 
holidays. — V t rnwy. 

Stoui*  (Bures,  Suffolk). — The  water  has  been  in 
capital  order  since  my  last  report,  but  nothing  much  has 
been  done,  no  doubt  owing  to  the  very  unsettled  state  of 
the  weather.  'The  river  has  now  a little  colour,  and 
with  colder  weather,  some  good  sport  should  be  had 
during  the  holidays. — W.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers. — The  weather,  as  I write,  augurs 
ill  for  the  Christmas  holidays.  Bain  has  fallen  almost 
incessantly  for  the  past  forty-eight  hours,  and  riirers 
which  were  getting  into  trim  are  now  in  some  districts 
swollen  and  clouded.  Sport  during  the  year  in  the 
south  has  been  exceptionally  good.  During  the  week  a 
few  small  pike  have  been  taken  at  Chichester  canal,  and 
a roach  of  11b.,  and  a few  bream.  Sport  has  been  better 
’oetween  the  locks  at  Birdham,  where  pike  up  to  61b. 
and  some  good  perch  have  been  secured  by  pa,ter- 
nostering.  Pike  up  to  8|-lb.  were  caught  at  Alding- 
bourne  Mill  Pond  on  Tuesday.  This  water  holds 
good  pike,  bream,  roach,  and  perch,  and  fish- 
ing may  be  had  at  a cost  of  Is.  per  day.  Two 
and  a half  brace  of  pike,  averaging  41b.  a fish,  were 
taken  from  the  Selham  portion  of  the  Bother  recently, 
a perch  of  Iflb.,  and  roach  weighing  l^ib.  A few  pike 
are  also  reported  as  taken  near  Fittleworth  — the 
heaviest  G|lb.  Spinning  has  proved  fairly  successful  on 
the  Ouse  above  the  lock  among  the  pike.  One  fish  of 
91b.  and  a brace  of  5-pounders  were  taken  on  Saturday. 
Roach  anglers  have  taken  a few  good  fish  with  worm 
below  Lewes.  A mixed  basket  of  roach  and  flat  fish 
came  from  the  Steeping  district  of  the  Adur,  eight 
roach  weighing  5|lb.  I wish  all  readers  a happy 
Christmas. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teine  (Ludlo'w). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  high  and  muddy.  The  weather  has  been  most 
miserable.  Rain,  sleet,  snow,  and  hail  have  fallen  in 
this  district,  and  the  river,  which  was  high  last  week, 
rose  quickly,  and  it  is  now  bank  full,  and  quite  unfit  for 
fishing.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Lcdwyche  are  all 
high  and  muddy,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  a high 
flood.— T.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenhury). — The  weather  of  this  week  has 
been  most  severe  and  miserable.  Bain  accompanied 
with  snow,  sleet,  and  hail  has  been  had,  and  the  water 
rose  rapidly  and  is  still  rising.  Fishing  has  been  quite 
at  a stop.— WoRCE,STER. 

Welsh  Harp  Fishery  (Hendon).— Although  a lot 
of  water  has  come  in,  fishing  is  fairly  good.  The  follow- 
ing are  some  of  the  takes  of  the  17th  iust.  : Mr.  Brown, 
two  jack,  7Jlb.  ; Mr.  Frost,  two  jack,  Gjlb.  ; Mr. 
Aldridge,  two  jack,  71b.;  Mr.  Marshall,  roach,  151b.; 
Mr.  Cornish,  two  jack  ; Mr.  Pnillips,  roach,  61b.  ; Mr. 
Taylor,  roach,  41b.;  Mr.  Wing,  one  jack,  4|lb.— J. 
Warner. 

Wye  and  Dei-went  (Derbyshire).— The  weather 
has  been  very  stormy,  the  heavy  rain  and  snow  which 
has  fallen  during  the  present  week  having  put  a stop  to 
grayling  fishing  for  a few  days  ; indeed,  there  has  been 
little  done,  even  by  the  bottom  fishermen  on  the  Derwent, 
since  my  last.  The  only  decent  catch  that  I know  of 
being  one  of  four  brace  Uken  by  a local  angler  on  Friday 
last,  the  killing  bait  being  the  brandling  worm.  The 
Matlock  Association  took  their  fir.st  trout  ova  this 
season  on  Monday  last.  These  were  a beautiful  lot, 
upwards  of  40,000,  and  were  taken  from  four-year-old 
fish  of  the  association’s  own  breeding.  This  is  nearly  a 
fortnight  earlier  than  on  any  previous  year  since  they 
first  commenced  breeding.  It  is  hoped  to  fill  up  the 
hatching  trays  during  the  next  fortnight.  Weather 
very  stormy,  and  the  prospect  of  sport  during  the 
Christmas  holidays  is  bad. — Dotterel. 


SBA  FISHING. 

Deal.— On  the  16th  and  18th  Dec.  fishing  good  ; plenty 
of  large  cod  and  whiting  caught  on  long  lines.  On  the 
18th  1 bought  eight  whitings,  over  a pound  each  in 
weight,  for  Is.  6d.  To-day  (Wednesday)  a storm  from 
the  south,  and  no  fish  to  be  had,  being  too  rough  yester- 
day and  to-day  for  line  fishing.  Thousands  of  sprats 
are  netted,  and  made  into  sardines  at  the  factory  here, 
and  sent  in  French  boxes  to  France. — T.  R.  Sachs. 

Deal.— Dec.  17th.  Being  the  first  day  after  the  long 
stormy  weather  a few  boats  went  well  off  the  shore,  but 
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returned  with  poor  catches  of  fish.  181h.  Weather  fine, 
and  water  cleaned  down.  Boats  brought  in  from  two  to 
four  score  very  large  whiting,  several  weighing  2Jlb., 
and  from  two  to  four  cod  each,  averaging  from  81b.  to 
181b.  Some  fine  cod  have  been  taken  on  long  lines  by 
local  fishermen.  19th.  Owing  to  wind  freshening  up 
again  a stop  has  been  put  to  all  boat  fishing. — Edwaed 
Hangee,  Agent  British  Sea  Anglers’  Society. 

V/aterville  (co.  Kerry).— On  Wednesday  last  a 
party  of  four  anglers  took  lf.0  whiting,  fifty  bream,  and 
sixty-five  gurnard,  at  a point  between  the  small  bay  and 
Baliinskelligs  Island.  Since  then  sport  has  continued  good 
on  favourable  dar  s,  but  only  one  or  two  boats  have  been 
out.  Pollack  fi.'-hing,  generally  speaking,  has  afforded 
but  indifferent  sport.  The  sea  is  now  rather  too  rough 
for  successful  angling. — Thos.  J.  Denneht. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Bee,  Bon  (Aberdeenshire). — Although  a few  of 
the  minor  early  streams  open  with  the  advent  of  the  new 
year,  or  soon  thereafter,  yet  it  will  be  some  three  weeks 
till  the  Tay — the  first  really  important  salmon  river  in 
Scotland — will  be  thrown  open  to  anglers,  and  three 
weeks  after  that  again  till  the  bulk  of  the  Scotch  waters 
are  again  free  to  angle  on.  Meantime  the  arrangements 
for  the  coming  season  are  on  the  tapis,  and  being  fnlly 
discnssed.  The  spawning  season  has  been  conducted 
under  more  favourable  conditioi’s- — bar  floods — during 
the  last  few  weeks.  A thunderstorm,  accompanied  by 
excessive  rains,  was  experienced  on  Sunday  morning. 
This  rare  phenomenon  adds  to  the  peculiarities  of  the 
dying  year,  and  marks  it  more  emphatically  still  as  one 
of  the  most  erratic  on  record. — Deesidek. 

Tlie  Tweed,  &c. — The  Tweed  and  its  tributaries 
have,  during  the  past  fortnight,  been  flooded  on  two  or 
three  occasions,  the  highest  rise  which  has  occurred 
being  one  of  fully  five.  This  flood  has  had  a very  much 
desired  effect,  as  it  has  completely  scoured  the  beds  of 
both  Tweed  and  Teviot,  and  now  the  bottoms  of  both 
rivers  are  sweet  and  clean,  and  fine  gravelly  beds  have 
thus  been  made  ready  for  spawning  fish  of  the  salmon 
tribe.  Very  few  breeding  pairs,  as  a general  rule,  have 
yet  taken  to  the  redds,  and  on  the  fine  stretch  of 
spawning  ground  at  the  junction  of  the  Tweed  and 
Teviot  down  to  Kelso  Bridge,  where,  during  the  last 
two  or  throe  years,  hundreds  of  fish  were  to  he  seen 
depositing  their  ova,  very  few  indeed  are  to  be  seen  as 
yet.  Accounts  from  the  upper  stretches  do  not  give  any 
better  reports.  


THE  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

A VBBT  successful  and  influentially  attended  smoking 
concert  took  place  in  connection  with  this  society  on 
Wednesday  evening  last  in  the  large  room  adjoining  the 
Piscatorial  Salon  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant.  In  the 
absence  of  Mr.  R.  S.  Fennings  from  indisposition,  Mr. 
Edward  Foreman,  who  had  been  arranged  to  occupy  the 
vice-chair,  presided  on  the  occasion,  and  Mr.  Henry 
Harden  officiated  as  vice.  The  concert  opened  with  a 
pianoforte  solo  by  Mr.  A.  Sinclair  Mantell,  the  presiding 
genius  on  all  the  musical  arrangements  of  this  society, 
and  in  that  and  the  one  preceding  the  second  part,'  dis- 
played his  usual  ability.  Mr.  A.  R.  Galloway  in  “■  The 
Devout  Lover”  and  “The  Scent  of  the  Lilies” 
was  heart’ly  applauded.  Mr.  J.  L.  Haddon  richly 
deserved  the  encore  which  followed  his  rendering 
of  “A  Soldier’s  Song”  and  “As  in  the  Cup.” 
The  comic  songs  of  “ ’E  Dunno  Where  ’e  Are,” 
and  the  selections  of  Mr.  Frank  Moore  brought  down 
the  house,  and  his  repetitions  almost  amounted  to 
another  demand.  Mr.  John  Bartlett  gave  expression  in 
the  singing  of  “ Take  a Pair  of  Sparkling  Eyes  ” and 
“ The  Holy  City,”  and  in  the  encore  ot  “ Tom  Bowling,” 
an  old  and  favourite  fong,  received  a well-merited 
applause.  Mr.  Pewley  acquitted  himself  in  the  song 
which  he  selected  in  the  place  of  “ In  Cellar  Cool  ” and 
in  “ The  Mill  Wheel  ” to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
company.  The  first  part  concluded  with  a ventrilo- 
qnial  entertainment  by  Mr.  Frederick  Rns-ell  during 
the  temporary  absence  of  Mr.  George  Robins.  The 
ability  which  Mr.  Russell  displayed  in  the  ventriloqnial 
art  was  really  the  gem  cf  the  evening,  and  afforded  con- 
siderable amusement,  and  in  answer  to  a vociferous 
recall  gave  au  additional  illustration  of  his  gifted 
powers.  In  the  course  of  the  evening  Mr.  George 
Robins  gave  his  musical  sketch,  and  concluded  the 
second  part  with  the  comic  song  of  “The  Pro’s 
Beanfeast,”  both  of  which  were  loudly  encored.  There 
can  he  no  doubt  the  coucert,  in  regard  to  the  vocal 
talent,  which  had  been  secured  of  first  class  artistes, 
was  a conspicuous  success,  and  under  the  able  presi- 
dency of  Mr.  Edward  Foreman,  an  old  and  valne<l 
member  ot  the  society,  assisted  by  Mr.  Harden,  the 
evening  was  made  one  of  a most  enjoyable  character, 
and  the  applause  which  greeted  the  health  of  the  Chair- 
man at  the  close,  indorsed  his  popularity  in  the  club. 
The  large  eon.pany  did  not  separate  without  a friendly 
greeting  to  each  o' her  in  tbo  season’s  compliments. 


SERAPtS  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

On  Wednesday  last,  at  the  Nevill  Arms,  Nevill-road, 
a meeting  was  convened  for  the  purpose  of  presenting- 
prices  fished  for  during  November  and  the  early  pan 
of  the  present  month. 

Mr.  Alfred  Jardine,  President  of  the  society,  occupied 
the  chair,  and  with  some  applicable  remarks  handed  the 
prizes  to  the  various  members  who  had  won  them. 
There  was  a good  attendance  ; but  Mr.  Thornton,  one  of 
the  prize  givers,  was,  to  the  regret  of  everyone,  absent 
through  illness. 

In  view  of  the  approaching  festive  season,  many  of 


Iho  prizes  most  appropriately  consisted  of  creature 
comforts,  not  the  least  welcome  to  the  winners  being 
half  - gallons  of  fine  ten-year-old  “Lome”  whisky, 
expressly  and  generously  presented  by  Mr.  MacLay,  as 
inducements  to  piscatorial  perseverance,  in  spite  of  the 
late  indifferent  angling  weather. 

The  whisky  winners  were  Messrs.  Edwards,  Orchard, 
Laming,  and  Charles  Tilbury,  all  of  whom  pronounced 
it  excellent.  Mr.  Gnyver -was  -winner  of  a very  hand- 
some silver-mounted  Malacca  walking-stick,  the  prize 
presented  by  Mr.  Ihornton;  also  of  a massive  silver 
Albert  enrb  chain  given  by  Mr.  E.  Andrews.  Mr. 
Hidden’s  award  lay  between  whisky  and  waterproofed 
fishing  lines  ; not  believing  in  alcohol,  he  chose  one  of 
the  latter. 

This  very  pleasant  meeting  was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by 
all  present.  Among  other  business,  a donation  was 
voted,  and  will  be  duly  paid,  to  the  fund  for  providing 
the  Thames  river  keepers  with  their  annnal  compli- 
mentary dinner  ; and  the  hearty  good  wishes  of  the 
“ Serapis”  members  were  given  to  the  capital  host  and 
brother  angler  (Frank  Penney)  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  always  promotes  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the 
members,  and  turns  them  out — whatever  the  weather 
may  be,  wet  or  dry,  frost,  hail,  or  srow — from  the 
Nevill  Arms,  at  half  an  hour  past  midnight. 


NETTING  AT  HEYBRIDGE  BASIN,  MALDON, 
ESSEX. 

On  Wednesday  la.st  a large  quajitity  of  splendid  roach, 
and  a fewr  perch  and  jack,  were  secured  by  the  Anglers’ 
Association,  and  turned  into  their  water  at  Langford. 
On  the  17th  inst.  Mr.  W.  J.  Talbot  beard  that  Hey&idge 
Basin  was  to  be  drawn  off  for  repairs,  and  arrangements 
w-ere  made  to  save  the  fish  from  being  drawn  into 
the  sea  and  destroyed.  Mr.  W.  J.  Talbot  and 
J.  Carter  superintended  the  netting,  and  Mr.  Bygrave 
saw  to  the  carrying  of  the  fish  to  Langford.  The 
basin  was  a most  awkward  place  to  net,  being 
about  iTOft.  deep,  and  the  men  had  to  stand  up  to 
their  waist  in  mud  and  water,  while  instead  of  the 
Association’s  big  net  being  used  only  a small  one  was 
brought  down,  which  was  neither  long  or  deep  enough. 
Had  the  big  net  been  there  it  is  estimated  that  about  ten 
tons  of  fish  would  have  been  secured,  while,  as  it  was, 
the  Association  succeeded  in  securing  about  two  tons 
ot  fish,  the  remainder  being  drawn  into  the  sea 
and  lost.  It  was  only  by  very  great  exertions  on 
the  part  of  those  conducting  the  netting  that  so 
many  were  saved.  Many  of  the  natives  caught  a number 
of  fish  with  landing  nets,  and  these  (about  3cwt.)  were 
purchased  by  the  Association  for  7s.  fid.,  and  turned 
into  the  Langford  water  with  the  others.  After 
the  netting,  high  tea  was  obtained  at  the  Half  Moon, 
Hej  bridge,  and  the  party  returned  to  town  well 
satisfied  with  the  day’s  working. 


THE  TRENT  FISHERY  BOARD  AND  THE 
PROPOSED  ROD  LICENCE  FOR  THE  TRENT. 

Last  Saturday  afternoon,  at  the  Geoi-ge  Hotel, 
Nottingham,  a most  important  meeting,  bearing  on  the 
subject  of  a rod  tax  for  the  Trent,  was  held.  A large 
number  of  conservators  oonneoted  with  the  Trent 
Fishery  Board  were  present.  Col.  G.  II.  Hutton,  a Con- 
servator tor  Lincolnshire,  presided.  Deputations 

favourable  to  the  imposition  ot  a tax  attended  from  the 
Nottingham  Wellington  Angling  Society,  theNottingham 
Shoulder  of  Mutton  Angling  Society,  the  Nottingham 
Bowling  Green  Angling  Society,  the  Radford  Forest 
Lien  Angling  Society,  the  Nottingham  Waltonian 
Angling  Society,  and  the  Newark  Piscatorial  Society 
(Messrs.  David  Slater,  J.  Longdon,  and  E.  Hall). 
Mr.  H.  Spray  (Nottingham  Wellingtonians)  acted 
as  hon.  secretary  to  the  combined  deputation. 
Mr.  Gaekell  (Nottingham  Wellingtonians)  and  Mr. 
Longdon  (Newark  Piscatorials)  each  spoke  in  support 
of  a tax  being  levied  on  the  rods  of  ail  coarse  fish 
anglers  fishing  the  waters  of  the  Trent  and  its  tribu- 
taries. Each  showed  that  voluntary  effort  was  useless. 
It  had  already  been  tried  and  found  wanting.  There 
were  30,(J0U  fishermen  in  the  fishery  district,  and  a tax 
of  Is.  per  rod  would  bring  in  a handsome  income.  By 
the  addition  to  their  funds  the  board  would  be  able  to 
place  on  the  river  a large  number  of  additional  water 
bailiffs.  The  Chairman,  in  his  reply,  assured  the  depu- 
tation that  he  would  lay  their  views  before  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  board,  which  would  be  held  in  March  or 
April  next.  The  board  had  already  done  much  for 
coarse  fish  anglers,  and  were  still  prepared  to  assist 
them.  Unfortunately,  however,  the  funds  at  their 
command  were  ot  a very  limited  character,  and  it  was 
!iot  to  be  expected  they  could  do  impossibilities.  Their 
jurisdiction  extended  over  575  miles  of  rivers,  and  3000 
miles  of  rivers  and  streams,  the  whole,  in  fact,  covering 
an  area  of  something  like  5000  square  miles.  Last  year 
febey  obtained  twenty-two  convictions  against  offenders 
tor  the  wicked  and  outrageous  work  of  liming,  dynamit- 
ing, and  so  forth.  He  was  afraid  they  could  not  do 
much  more  than  they  were  doing  at  present.  It  was 
impossible,  in  the  proposed  new  departure,  to  do  any- 
thing without  a special  Act  of  Parliament,  and  to  get  an 
Act  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  obtain  the  consent  of 
fifty-one  other  boards,  for  it  was  not  likely  that  Parlia- 
ment would  grant  them  separate  powers  for  one  district 
ot  England.  He  remarked,  in  ooncltision,  that  he  was 
afraid  there  would  be  a strong  opposition  to  the  pro- 
pose 1 tax,  especially  from  the  Sneffield  district. 


Ma.  AUEXANDEB  WRIGHT,  Accountant,  of  10,  Everelda-slreet, 
Barnsbury,  N.  (member  of  the  Gresham,  junior  Fly-Flshers,  Ac.t, 
undertakes  the  auditing  and  balancing  of  ay«ry  description  of 
accounts  at  moderate  rates.  Bents  and  debts  oollectea. 


3^0p£n:ts  from  Clufrs 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  {to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  ThuM- 
day  Mornisg’.  Thursday  night’s  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  morning.  Address  “ Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  8t.  Dunstan’s  Mouse,  Fetter-lane,  London,” 
marked  “ Cl-db  Report  ” outside  envelope. 


Anglers’  Association. — The  delegates  met  at 
Foresters’  Hall  on  Monday  last,  the  18th  inst.,  when  the 
Vice-President  (Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett)  occupied  the  chair. 
After  the  ordinary  preliminary  business  had  been  dis- 
posed of,  sundry  Christmas  boxes  were  voted  to  certain 
officials  amounting  to  .£3,  and  the  treasurer  was 
empowered  to  draw  cheques  for  .£15  15s.  for  the  pay- 
ment of  bailiffs,  three  of  whom  are  engaged  for  the 
protection  of  the  Grand  Junction  Canal,  four  for  the 
Stort,  and  a like  number  for  the  Lea.  Cheques  were 
also  ordered  to  be  drawn  for  the  payment  ot  rents  of 
the  following  fisheries,  viz..  Grand  Junction  Canal, 
Enfield  Look,  New  River,  and  Coventry  Water,  amount- 
ing to  .£18  5s.  The  rent  of  Foresters’  Hall,  the  secre- 
tary’s salary,  and  a guinea,  were  also  voted,  making  the 
total  payments  d£60  Os.  The  Vice-President  announced 
that  the  last  railway  privilege  card  issued  was  numbered 
4225.  A very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to. 
Mr.  Talbot  for  the  trouble  he  had  taken  and  the  energy 
he  displayed  in  obtaining  permission  to  net  the  water  as 
it  flows  from  Heybridge  Basin  near  Maldon  to  the 
tidal  waters  of  the  River  Blackwater.  Mr.  Talbot 
estimates  that  we  shall  probably  secure  at  least  three 
tons  of  good  fish  that  would  otherwise  have  drifted 
down  to  meet  their  fate  in  the  briny.  Local  men,  such 
as  Mr.  Anderson,  a member  of  one  of  the  Maldon 
angling  societies,  believes  there  is  a fair  chance  with 
due  care  of  securing  as  much  as  ten  tons.  He  has 
offered  to  assist  Mr.  Ghurney  to  make  all  necessary 
arrangements,  and  Mr.  Carter  was  commissioned  to  go 
down  on  Wednesday,  the  20th  inst.,  and  superintend. 
The  Association’s  carrier  and  local  water-cart  will  be 
used  for  conveying  the  fish  to  our  fishery.  After  Mr. 
Talbot  had  returned  thanks,  Mr.  Ghurney  reported  that 
he  had  received  back  our  large  net  from  the  tanner’s, 
and  suggested  that  as  it  was  not  only  a large  but 
expensive  one,  weighing  about  2owt.,  that  it  would  be 
advisable  to  keep  it  in  a box  specially  provided  for  its 
reception,  and  in  w hich  it  could  be  transported  from 
place  to  place  as  riquired.  It  has  301b.  of  lead  sinkers 
on  it.  This  suggestion  was  agreed  to.  The  visiting 
officers  were  next  requested  to  give  their  reports.  Mr. 
Manning,  on  Nov.  27,  had  visited  the  Park  Angling 
Society,  where  twenty  clubs  were  represented,  and  at 
which  about  200  anglers  attended.  The  Park  Anglers 
were  very  gratified  with  the  attendance  of  such  a large 
number  of  friends  from  the  City.  Although  this  is  an 
infant  society  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  box  yielded  13s. 
Mr.  Manning  had  also  attended  at  the  Royal  Oak.  As  it 
wa5  to  be  the  last  meeting  of  the  season,  members  and 
friends  showed  up  in  great  force,  and  twenty-three  clubs 
were  represented.  Mr.  Armstrong  had  visited  the 
Blackfriars,  where  sixteen  clubs  responded.  Mr.  Harris 
had  paid  two  visits,  one  to  the  Allason  United  Brothers. 
Here  delegates  from  fourteen  clubs  put  in  an  appear- 
ance, and  lOs.  fid.  was  taken  from  the  Anglers’  Benevolent 
box.  At  the  Bostonian  ten  clubs  were  represented,  and 
.£2  10s.  collected.  The  Uxbridge  Rovers  Anglers’  Bene- 
volent box  also  yielded  Os.  Oi.-  Mr.  Goodwin  asked  the 
meeting  to  enrol  the  Rivington  Angling  Society.  He 
13 remised  that  its  rules  should  be  in  strict  accordance 
with  those  of  the  Association,  and  that  he  should  not 
ask  for  any  privilege  tickets  until  the  rules  had  been 
printed  and  approved  by  the  society.  The  place  of 
meeting  will  be  the  Bricklayers’  Arms,  where  Mr. 
Ghurney  stated  a club  used  to  meet  for-ty  years  ago. 
Mr.  Laming  reported  that  the  Renting  and  Preservation 
Fund  now  amounted  to  ,£55  9s.  3d.  Upon  the  roll  being 
called,  fifty-four  clubs  were  found  to  be  represented. — 
Hon.  Repoktee. 

A-ng-lers’  Association  Visiting-  List  ('Western 
District). — A very  successful  visit  was  paid  to  the 
Bostonian  Angling  Society  on  Dec.  11.  On  the  roll  call 
sixteen  clubs  were  well  represented.  On  opening  the 
Benevolent  box  I found  it  to  contain  the  handsome  sum 
of  50s.  The  next  visit  will  go  to  the  Cobden  Angling 
Society,  of  which  due  notice  will  appear  in  this  Gazette. 

I hope  the  Bomore  Angling  Society  will  look  for  this,  so 
that  they  can  have  their  visit  following  the  Cobden. — J. 
Harris,  'Visiting  Officer. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.  — Since  my  last 
report  I beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt 
from  the  donation  boxes  of  the  following  angling 
societies:  Bostonian,  ,£2  10s  ; Cambridge  Friendly,  16s.; 
Allason  United,  10s.  fid.;  and  the  Uxbridge  Rovers, 
6s.  6d. — R.  Ghurney. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting-hill-gate. — 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  took  place  on  the  20th,  and 
the  Christmas  prizes  were  duly  handed  to  the  successful 
winners  of  the  17th.  Mr.  H.  Challon  was  first,  and  Mr. 
C.  Turner  second,  with  dace  and  gudgeon.  The  remain- 
ing prizes  were  taken  as  follows: — E.  Jackson,  third; 
J.  Gibbs,  fourth  ; and  Mr.  Hill,  fifth.  Other  prizes  will 
be  fished  for  on  Jan.  27.  If  Mr.  Hill  will  please  attend 
the  clubhouse  next  Wednesday  he  will  hear  something 
to  his  advantage.  The  above  members  passed  a cordial 
vote  of  thanks  to  our  worthy  and  generous  host  Woods 
for  bis  prizes ; also  we  thank  R.  F.  Lynes  for  the  leg  of 
mutton. — B.  Abrahams. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


December  23,  1893] 


Alma  Angling'  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Porta- 
month-plaoo,  Lineolii’s-iim-tiolds.  — On  Dec.  l7  Mr. 
Cutbusb  weiglied-in  a nice  show  of  dace,  51b.  2ioz.  On 
Dec.  IS)  very  little  business  was  done.  We  accorded  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Soy tnour,  on  vacating  the 
chair,  for  bis  servioes.  1 wish  to  remind  members  who 
are  not  clear  that  next  Tuesday  will  be  limit  night,  but 
on  aooount  of  the  holidaya,  the  meeting  will  he  post- 
poned till  the  next  night  (Wednesday),  hut  membtrs 
going  out  on  Tuesday  can  weigh-in  as  usual. — O. 
Marriott. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship-square  — On  the  17th  inst.  we  had  a good 
show  of  roach  and  bream,  largest  roach  lib.  7oz.  by  Mr. 
Foster.  On  Wednesday  evening  we  had  a good  meeting, 
and  all  the  Christmas  prizes  won  were  distributed. 
Mr.  Levine,  of  the  Cliftonville  Angling  Society,  being  to 
the  fore  with  201b.  of  prime  beef,  the  same  gentleman 
giving  two  other  handsome  prizes.  The  remaining 
prizes  will  be  fithed  for  cn  Dec.  21. — F.  G.  Hutchins. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea.— On  the  17th  inst. 
seventeen  of  our  members  fished  at  Twiekenham  for 
sixteen  prizes,  when  only  eight  were  successful  in  catch- 
ing fish,  as  follows  : Mr.  D.  Cooper,  first,  201b.  of  beef  ; 
Mr.  Webb,  second,  log  of  pork  ; Mr.  Lovett,  third,  a 
piece  of  beef  ; Mr.  J.  Bell,  fourth,  lib.  tobaojo ; Mr.  G. 
Rich,  fifth,  twenty-five  cigars ; Mr.  Jones,  sixth, 
tobacco  and  pouch  ; Mr.  King,  ,iun.,  seventh,  bushel  of 
potatoes;  Mr.  Hadaway,  eighth,  Jib.  tobacco.  The 
following  prizes  not  taken  will  bo  drawn  for — bottles  of 
whisky,  rnm,  gin,  and  port,  21b.  of  tea,  11b.  coffee,  and 
eld  ale. — J.  Rich. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The 

Sun,  Great  Sutton-streot,  Goswell-road, — On  the  17th 
inst.  a few  of  our  members  were  out,  the  result  being  a 
nice  show  of  fish,  Mr.  Tomkins  having  roach  ; Mr.  Nunn, 
roach  ; and  Mr.  Hill  with  a vary  fine  show  of  chub.  On 
the  10th  inst.  we  had  a nice  show  of  fish,  Mr.  Nunn  with 
roach,  and  Mr.  Tomkins  with  a nice  show  of  dace.  We 
wish  you  a happy  Christmas  and  a prosperous  New 
Tear. — E.  R.  Embleton. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road. — A merry  little  party  of  twenty- 
four  members  took  part  in  the  pegged-down  match  at 
Windsor  on  the  17th  inst.,  but  only  about  half  the 
number  were  successful.  The  remaining  prizes  will  be 
drawn  for  and  distributed  on  Friday  evening.  Mr. 
Smith  and  Mr.  Nixon  also  winning  two  of  the  prizes 
left  over  from  the  previous  outing.  At  Wednesday’s 
meeting  another  new  member  was  elected,  and  the 
annual  donation  voted  to  the  Thames  River  Keepers’ 
Dinner  Fund.  Some  of  the  preliminaries  were  arranged 
in  eonnection  with  our  house  warming  and  smoker  in 
aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent  Society, 
which  is  to  take  place  on  Monday,  Jan.  8.  Secretaries 
will  greatly  oblige  by  noting  this  fixture,  and  their 
inflaenoe  will  be  esteemed. — D.  Davis. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack,  Bermoudsey-street. — The  members  of  the  above 
fished  a competition  for  the  Christmas  prizes  at 
Twickenham  on  the  17th.  The  water  was  in  nice  condi- 
tion, but  rather  low,  but  the  fish  were  right  off  the  feed, 
and  consequently  the  takes  were  very  small,  but  the 
prises  were  plentiful,  and  every  member  that  went  out 
received  one,  and  in  most  cases  two.  The  following 
were  the  three  first:  G.  Hamp,  R Smith,  and 

W.  Taylor.  Mr.  H.  Patman  weighed-in  18Jlb.  of  good 
roaoh  on  same  date  from  other  waters. — A.  Conn. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society.— On  the 
17th inst.  some  of  our  members  were  out  for  the  remain- 
ingprizes  that  were  left  over  from  the  10th,  the  only  one 
who  was  successful  being  Mr.  T.  Davis,  who  had  some 
roach  and  dace.  The  remaining  prizes  will  be  fished 
for  on  Jan.  7 ; go  where  you  please,  jack  barred. — T. 
Brown. 

Bruns-wick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley. — Though  our  members  were  out  in  force 
on  the  17th  inst.,  they  met  with  very  poor  success.  The 
remaining  prizes  not  being  taken.  Messrs.  J.  Watkins 
and  B.  Bissell  weighed-in  some  nice  roach,  chub,  and 
daoe  from  other  waters.  As  next  Tuesday  (quarterly 
night)  will  be  Boxing  Day  there  will  be  no  mooting  ; it 
will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  3,  when  I hope  members 
will  attend  and  settle  all  arrears. — J.  Watkins. 

Canning  To'wn  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E. — Several  of 
our  members  were  out  on  the  17th  inst.,  but  did  not 
meet  with  much  success,  Mr.  S.  Riley  being  the  only 
member  to  weigh-in,  he  having  a nice  show  of  roach, 
heaviest  fish  11b.  3Joz.  The  audit  of  our  books  has  been 
postponed  until  Friday,  Drc.  29.  Our  delegate’s  report 
was  received  as  read. — Q.  Jones. 

Clifton  Angling  Association. — The  tenth  annual 
meeting  of  this  society  was  held  at  the  Queen’s  Hotel, 
Clifton,  on  Tuesday  evening,  Dec.  19,  when  Mr.  A. 
Mason  presided  over  a fair  attendance.  On  the  motion  of 
the  chairman,  the  anunal  report,  which  was  of  a satis- 
factory character,  and  the  audited  accounts  were 
adopted.  The  following  were  then  elected  officers  for 
1894 President,  Mr.  A.  Mason  ; committee,  Messrs. 
J„  T.  Cundall,  C.  Eyles,  G.  Wager,  and  W.  Colston 
Rowell  s hon.  sec.  and  treasurer,  Mr.  J.  W.  Cundall  ; 
representatives  on  Bristol  Central  Association,  Messrs. 
J.  W.  Cundall  and  R.  D.  Frost.  Some  discussion  took 
place  as  to  renting  further  water,  and  it  was  decided  to 
leave  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  committee.  Votes 
ef.  thanks  to  the  president  and  to  the  hon.  secretary 
terminated  the  proceedings. — J.  W.  C. 


Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.  — On  the  17th  inst.  my 
members  were  out  again  trying  their  luck.  Messrs. 
Baldwin,  Flowers,  and  Parram  were  successful  in  taking 
three  of  the  Christmas  prizes.  Mr.  Bowhill  also  had  a 
small  jack.  On  Tuesday,  the  19th,  the  prizes  won 
daring  the  first  half-year  were  distributed,  Messrs. 
Barson,  Legge,  Wythe.  Pocock,  Webber,  Love,  Robin- 
son, Parram,  Wild,  Hills,  Baldwin,  Spong,  and  C. 
Richardson  being  the  recipients.  After  indulging  in 
some  excellent  harmony  by  H.  Anderson,  W.  Peek, 
Granville,  Parram,  and  several  others,  all  departed  as 
all  good  anglers  should.  The  Christmas  prizes  were 
taken  by  Messrs.  Parmer,  Bowhill,  T.  Midson,  Malby, 
Pocock,  Spong,  Baldwin,  Flowers,  and  Parram. — S. 
Malby. 

Bagla  Angling  Society. — Messrs.  Russell  and 
Salmon  have  weighed-in  jack  of  51b.  and  7.)lb.  respec- 
tively, taken  in  the  navigation  water  at  Tottenham. 
Messrs.  Burnett  and  Collier  have  also  had  roach  and 
chub  from  the  Lea.  A leg  of  mutton  supper  and  musical 
evening  will  take  place  at  headquarters  on  Jan.  18,  1891 
(Thursday),  when  I shall  be  glad  if  all  members  will 
endeavour  to  make  it  a great  success.  Tickets  can  be 
obtained  from  any  of  the  committee  or — J.  G.  Dyer. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross-road,  Tottenham. — Members  will  compete  at 
Cheshunt  on  the  24th  inst.  for  the  prize  presented  by 
Mr.  A.  Langton.  Mr.  Wright  has  kindly  given  a prize 
(box  of  fifty  cigars)  to  be  fished  for  on  the  same  day. 
Conditions  open  ; all  fish  to  weigh.  I hope  those 
members  who  are  unable  to  compete  will  endeavour  to 
attend  at  the  clubhouse  on  the  evening. — W.  H.  Tuck. 

Epsom  Angling  Society.— Since  last  reporting 
Messrs.  Dix  and  Hawkins  have  had  a grand  take  of 
” roach,”  fishing  with  J.  Spong  at  Twickenham.  They 
captured  401b.  weight.  Two  of  the  largest  specimens 
have  been  sent  to  Messrs.  Cooper  to  be  sot  up. — 
Edward  William  Hailes. 

Borest  Gate  Piscatorials.  — On  Saturday  week 
our  match  was  fished  off : Mr.  Lane,  first  ; Mr. 

Hollily,  second ; and  Mr.  Mendham,  third : several 
others  also  having  fish.  On  Saturday  last  Mr.  Mendham 
weighed-in  181b.  roach,  and  a bream  of  31b.  At  our 
meeting  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  T.  W.  Talbot  and  J.  Carter 
reported  that  they  had  been  to  the  netting  at  Heybridge 
Basin,  and  a large  quantity  of  splendid  roach,  about 
two  tons,  had  been  secured,  while  there  must  have 
been  upwards  of  ten  tons  lost. — W.  J.  Talbot. 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Society,  Bose  and  Crown, 
Goswell-road. — On  the  17th  inst.  we  had  a fair  show  of 
fish  from  Amberley.  Messrs.  Biggs,  roach,  dace,  a,nd 
bream,  71b.  2 jOz.  (heaviest  roach.  11b.  14oz.) ; S.  Hill, 
roach  (heaviest,  lib.  8ioz.)  ; and  F.  Vphegan,  roach. 
'The  next  return  visit  on  the  Central  will  take  place  at 
the  above  on  Monday,  Jan.  15. — J.  W.  Biggs. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road,  N. — We  had  a nice  show  of  roach,  taken  by  Mr. 
Stebbings  on  the  17th  inst.,  weight  121b’.  2ioz.  I beg  to 
inform  members  that  on  Jan.  8 we  have  a reading  by  Mr. 
Hoyle,  of  the  N.  L.  A.  Society,  with  dissolving  views, 
when  brother  anglers  and  friends  are  invited,  as  it  is  a 
benefit  for  the  A.  B.  Fund.  I also  inform  members  that 
they  cannot  weigh-in  fish  taken  on  Christmas  Day. — A. 
Payne. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 
Foley-street. — Our  members  on  the  17th  inst.  had  a 
pretty  fair  show,  and  I think  the  tide  has  turned  and  the 
time  has  come  for  better  shows.  Our  Messrs.  Ellins, 
Chapman,  Fowler,  Bailey,  and  W.  Bowring  (5Jlb.) 
showed  some  nice  roach.  Messrs.  Guynan  and  Chapman 
made  a special  show  of  fine  dace  from  the  Thames. 
On  Tuesday  last  our  monthly  social  evening  took 
place,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  W.  Bowring,  who  was 
ably  supported  by  Messrs.  Monk,  Hill,  Steer,  Simp- 
son, and  Walter  Long.  I am  sorry  that  so  few  members 
and  friends  could  find  it  convenient  to  attend,  but  the 
weather  must  be  to  blame.  On  Tuesday  next,  Dec.  26, 
I should  like  to  see  as  many  members  as  possible,  as  I 
have  some  important  business  to  bring  before  the  society, 
ami  I want  a conclusive  opinion  from  them. — John 
Goatlby. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch.— Our  distribution  of  Christ- 
mas prizes  took  place  on  the  19th  inst.,  the  principal 
wiuners  were  Donald  Flint,  W.  Hanson,  D.  Hewett,  J. 
Smith,  G.  Hunt,  J.  Hanson,  Watling,  G.  Wade,  Whit- 
more, Devon,  C.  James,  Maybury,  and  several  others. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  attended,  and  gave  his  report  of  the 
delegate  meeting  of  the  Anglers’  Association,  and  was 
well  received.  'There  was  some  capital  harmony 
rendered  by  the  members.  A merry  and  happy  Christ- 
mas was  passed  round,  a very  pleasant  evening  being 
tpent.— R.  Murphy. 

Grange  Angling  Society,  Earl  Derby,  Grange- 
road,  S E.— Mr.  T.  Sandilands  has  saved  us  from  a 
blank  this  week,  as  he  has  weighed-in  131b.  6oz.  of  very 
tine  roach. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.  — A special  general 
meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  presided  over  by  Mr. 
F.  W.  Norman.  The  special  business  before  the  meet- 
ing was  the  renting  of  some  water  at  Christchurch, 
Hants,  in  which  were  salmon,  and  a large  quantity  of 
pike,  perch,  chub,  roach,  tench,  and  eels.  It  was  felt 
that  it  was  a matter  that  the  society,  as  such,  could  not 
well  entertain,  but  a number  of  the  members  had  agreed 
to  form  themselves  into  a syndicate  for  the  purpose.  A 
long  correspondence  between  the  secretary  and  'the 
Loudon  and  South-Western  Railway,  and  the  secre- 
I tary  and  the  owner  of  the  water,  was  read,  when  it 
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appeared  that  there  were  some  insurmountable  diffi- 
culties in  the  ivay  of  the  scheme  being  carried  out. 
It  was  therefore  dropped.  At  the  ordinary  meeting 
a new  member  was  elected.  It  was  reported  to  the 
meeting  that  the  society’s  waters  at  Kelvedon  were 
fished  on  Sunday  by  club  and  other  anglers  who  went 
down  from  London  for  the  pjurpose,  and  considerable 
discussion  took  place  on  it,  after  which  an  agent  was 
appointed  to  look  after  the  waters,  and  instructions  were 
given  that  in  every  case  where  such  an  offence  could  be 
detected  in  future,  the  society  would  mo^t  rigorously 
prosecute  the  offenders.  Some  additional  notice  boards 
are  about  to  be  put  up,  so  that  trespassers  shall  have  no 
excuse.  Members  can  obtain  their  membership  tickets 
tor  1894  by  applying  to  the  secretary,  anti  it  is  particu- 
larly requested  that  they  will  alwaj’s  be  prepared  to. 
produce  them  on  demand  when  fishing  any  of  the 
society’s  waters. — James  Tatler. 

Guildford  Angling  Society.— Since  my  last  report 
several  jack  have  been  taken,  one  over  14)lb.  The  17th 
inst.  broke  the  record  with  a tine  specimen  of  a Wey 
pike,  171b.  14joz.  The  fish  has  been  sent  to  J.  Cooper 
and  Sons  for  iireservation. — Black  Rod. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society.— On  the  17th 
inst.  six  prizes  were  won  ; Mr.  Russell,  1st,  roach;  Mr. 
Wells,  2nd,  roach  ; Mr.  Glover,  3rd,  perch ; Mr, 
Pleydell,  4th,  roach;  Mr.  Walford,  5th,  roach;  Mr. 
Bagshaw,  jun.,  6th,  perch.  The  three  remaining  prizes 
were  drawn  for — Mr.  G.  W.  Green,  1st ; Mr.  W.  Forde, 
2nd;  Mr.  Bagshaw,  sen.,  3rd.  Our  prizes  will  be 
distiibuted  on  Saturday  evening  at  eight  o’clock. — C.  T. 
Bussell. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.  — Several 
members  were  out  on  the  17th  inst.,  when  the  following 
members  weighed-in  for  Christmas  prizes  : — S.  Cole, 
2jlb.  daoe ; J.  Huntley,  21b.  4Joz.  roach  ; and  Read, 
dace.  The  following  were  not  in  the  Christmas  com- 
petition : — F.  Newton,  81b.  IJoz.  roach;  A.  Hattemore, 
31b.  3oz.  roach;  S.  Gillett,  chub;  J.  Bell  also  had 
13lb.  6oz.  roach.— B.  Ghdrnet. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Red 
Lion,  Portland-street,  W.— On  the  17th  inst.  we  fished 
for  the  remaining  prizes,  as  follows:  2nd,  Mr.  A.  Pope  ; 
3rd,  Mr.  A.  Morgan,  4th,  Mr.  Beckett.  We  shall 
weigh-in  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  evenings,  starting 
from  Saturday,  one  weigh-in  only.  The  distribution  of 
Christmas  prizes  will  take  place  on  Saturday  next. — 
Snap. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddelton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road. — The  following  weighed-in  on 
the  17th  inst.  : — Mr.  J.  Croker,  51b.  lOoz.  of  roach  and 
dace;  J.  H.  Herbert,  31b.  roach;  others  were  out,  but 
arrived  too  late  to  weigh-in.  We  met  on  Tuesday  last, 
when  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  ■were  read  and 
confirmed,  Mr.  Blackman  in  the  chair,  when  one  new 
member  ivas  proposed. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  ’Walton  Angling  Society.— As  announced 
last  week  the  members  will  compete  for  five  special 
prizes  on  Wednesday  next,  the  27th  inst.,  also  for  four 
ditto  on  the  31st  inst.  Pull  particulars  can  be 
had  at  the  clubhouse.  On  the  17th  inst.,  Mr.  A.  Fur- 
long had  a nice  show'  of  roach,  chub,  and  dace  ; Mr.  C. 
Layton  had  roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  'T.  W.  Garrard  had 
roach. — H.  B. 

Mitre  Brothers,  Mitre  Tavern,  Kingsgate-street, 
Holborn.— Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  the  17th, 
but  only  four  returned  with  fish,  Mr.  Ryan  securing 
first  prize,  Mr.  Collins  second,  Mr.  Talbot  and  Mr. 
Timmins.  I hope  all  members  will  show  up  at  our  next 
meeting  night. — A.  Toplis. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  143,. 
Green-street,  Bethnal  Green. — Our  members  were  out 
on  the  17th  inst.,  and  the  following  weighed-in:  C. 
Lamb,  sen.,  roach  and  jack;  C.  Lamb,  jun.,  roach;  J, 
Eaton,  roach.  The  five  Christmas  prizes  not  taken  were 
drawn  for  on  W'ednesday  last,  with  the  following:  result : 
W.  Moore,  7th  prize ; W.  Tranter,  8th  prize ; T. 
Simmonds,  9th  prize ; G.  Millwood,  10th  prize ; G. 
Smith,  11th  prize. 

North  Lambeth  Angling  Society,  106,  West- 
minster Bridge-road,  S.E. — On  the  17th  inst.  most  of 
our  members  were  out,  and  weighed-in  a.s  follows : — 
Mr.  G.  Pruden,  dace  from  the  Thames  ; Messrs.  Killick, 
Rowe,  and  Daws,  roach  from  the  Ouse  ; and  our 
honorary  member,  Mr.  G.  Kirk,  had  a nice  catch  of 
fish,  including  a specimen  dace  from  the  Thames,  but  did 
not  weigh-in.  The  result  of  our  Christmas  prizes  is  as 
follows:— Mr.  G.  Pruden,  1st;  Mr.  T.  D.X'w.s,  2nd;  Mr. 
W.  Killick,  3rd  ; Mr.  E.  Rowe,  4th ; the  5th  prize,  given 
by  myself,  not  being  taken.  I am  pleased  to  announce  ' 
that  Mr.  G.  Pruden  has  brought  off  the  treble  event  by 
winning  the  first  prize  three  times  in  succession. — 
■riCH. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House,. 
Holloway-road,  N.— On  the  17th  inst.  several  of  the 
members  competed  for  prizes  at  Teddington,  three  of 
them  being  successful.  On  Monday  the  benefit  on  behalf 
of  W.  Stretch  took  place.  I return  his  and  the  members’ 
thanks  to  those  clubs,  anglers,  and  friends  who  rallied 
round  him,  and  can  assure  that  he  and  the  members  will 
do  their  best  on  any  occasion  they  may  be  called  on. — 
W.  Hates. 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society,  King  of 
Prussia,  Bevenden-street,  Hoxton. — On  the  17th  inst. 
the  following  members  weighed-in  : F.  Wood,  41b.  8ez. 
roach,  S.  Wood,  31b.  6oz.  roach  (heaviest  fish,  11b.  Ijoz.), 
both  lots  from  the  Thames  ; J.  Bygrave,  sen.,  31b.  8oz. 
roach,  from  near  Witham  ; F.  Neville,  dace  and  perch 
(heaviest  dace  8oz.),  from  the  Lea;  and  J.  Bygrave, 
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jnn.,  perch,  from  the  Lea.  On  the  19th  inst.  we  distri- 
buted the  prizes  won  the  two  previous  Sundays,  when  a 
good  muster  of  membex’s  and  friends  were  present,  and 
a very  pleasant  evening  was  spent.  Another  prize  was 
given,  to  be  fished  for  next  month. — J.  Cuthbeet. 

Peckkani  Brothers  Angling'  Society. — Our 
outing  for  Christmas  prizes  pi-oved  a success,  when  the 
following  members  took  the  prizes,  in  this  order : 
Oardham,  1st ; Etherington,  2nd ; Tozer,  3rd  ; Eoyal,4th; 
Brancher,  .5th  ; Stidulph,  (3th ; Kemp,  7th.  Members 
are  requested  to  attend  next  Wednesday  if  possible. — G. 
Etheeington. 

Plicpnix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — On  the  17th  inst.  w'e  had  a small  show  of 
fisii.  The  only  memhers  weighing-in  were  Messrs.  Carr, 
Boufller,  F.  Dove,  and  A.  C.  Chapman.  All  had  roach 
and  dace  except  Mr.  Chapman,  who  had  two  jack.  All 
tiiose  having  Christmas  prizes  will  receive  them  at  the 
clubhouse  on  Saturday  next. — H.  W.  Morgan. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road.  — On  the  17th  inst.  we 
had  a splendid  show  of  roach  weighed-in  by  a fi-iend  and 
H.  Mitchell,  the  weight  of  the  first  named  being  38|lb., 
ranging  from  Hb.  to  lib.  (ioz.  Members  please  note  that 
we  fish  a roving  competition  on  Dec.  31,  all  fish  to  weigh 
(bar  jack). — E.  Pyne. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgwai'e-road. — Our  Christmas 
outing  on  the  17th  inst.  was  not  vei-y  successful  from  the 
weight  of  fish  caught,  only  five  prizes  being  taken. 
Owing  to  a death  in  the  house,  w'e  were  at  the  last 
moment  compelled  to  postpone  the  presentation  of  the 
testimonial  to  Mr.  Preixch  till  Jan.  23,  when  we  hope  to 
be  well  supported  by  the  angling  fraternity. — W.  B. 

Queen’s  Piscatorials,  Queen’s  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
sti'eet. — On  Deo.  17,  Mr.  Hinton  weighed-in  41b.  3|oz. 
roach  : Mr.  Norris,  41b.  roach.  Mr.  C.  Steer  has  been 
appointed  secretai'y  for  the  above  club.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Roberts  expelled.— C.  H.  Steer. 

Eocliiey  Piscatoi’ials,  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales,  Kinglake-street,  Old  Kent-road. — The  members 
of  the  above  will  fish  their  monthly  outing  on  the  31st 
inst.  at  Langford  ; same  conditions  as  last.  Train  leaves 
Liverpool-street  8.2.5  a.m.  Mr.  P.  Lambertou  was 
elected  chairman  and  W.  Lamberton  vice  for  the 
quarter.  We  had  a very  nice  show  of  roach  weighed-in 
by  Mr.  Sharman  on  the  17th  inst.  Several  other  members 
were  out  on  the  same  day,  but  returned  with  empty 
bags.  I boiie  members  will  show  up  on  the  24th,  when 
our  new  house  will  be  open. — F.  T.  Lamberton. 

Koyal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen’s  Arms, 
Bateman-street,  Soho. — On  the  17th  inst.  we  fished  a 
competition  at  Windsor,  with  the  following  i-esult : — 
Messrs,  Trotter,  1st ; Robinson,  2nd ; Gibbons,  3rd. 
Also  weigbed-in  : IMessrs.  Paine,  Richards,  and  Weaver. 
C)n  the  27th  inst.  a committee  meeting  is  called,  when 
we  hope  to  see  all  committee  men  and  members  attend. 
— J.  Gibbons. 

St.  John’s  Angling  Society,  Empress  of  Russia, 
St.  John-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — On  the  17th  we  had 
I’ather  a poor  show  of  fish  from  the  Chelmer  and  Stort, 
and  our  members  report  that  fishing  in  the  Chelmer  this 
season  up  till  now  has  been  bad  both  for  local  and 
London  anglers.  Wednesday,  Dec.  27,  there  will  be  no 
meeting,  but  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  3,  there  will  be  a 
special  general  meeting  of  members  to  consider  some 
most  important  questions. — E.  Thorling. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Nevill  Arms,  Nevill- 
road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  Wednesday  last  we  bad 
a very  enjoyable  meeting  of  members,  ixi'esided  over  by 
Mr.  A.  Jardine,  the  occasion  being  the  presentation  of 
prizes  w'on  in  our  December  competition.  Several 
prizes  wero  offered  by  members  and  friends  for  a com- 
petition during  the  rest  of  the  season,  as  our  members 
know  where  to  find  the  big  ones,  or  none.  We  have  had 
some  fine  cases  of  specimen  fish  ixlaced  lately  upon  our 
club  room  walls,  caught  by  members  this  year,  and  have 
more  to  come. — J.  Laming. 

Seymour  Brother’s  Angling  Society,  The  Grafton 
Arras,  Grafton-street,  W. — The  only  members  who  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  fish  on  the  17th  inst.  were  Messrs. 
Barnes  with  roach  and  dace  (neai-ly  Clb.),  and  Petrie, 
roach  (21b,).  Auditors  will  please  note  that  the  audit 
takes  place  on  the  30th  inst. — C.  B.  Lumley. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — Although  on  the  17th 
inst.  most  of  our  members  were  out  and  bad  fish,  none 
weigbed-in.  On  Tuesday  last  Mr.  Kent  was  elected 
unanimously.  To  enable  members  to  have  the  full 
holiday,  fish  caught  after  12  p.m.  Saturday,  Dec.  23,  can 
be  weighed-in  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  20. — Pelican. 

Slough  and  Langley  Angling  Society,  Club 
House,  Dolphin  Hotel,  Slough. — We  fished  off  our  match 
for  Christmas  prizes  on  the  17th  inst.,  in  the  Grand 
Junction  Canal,  with  very  poor  success,  only  two  prizes 
taking:  1st  prize,  Mr.  W.  Dawes,  jack,  31b.  lloz.  ; 2nd, 
Mr.  G.  C.  (5ouling,  jack,  from  the  Thames,  31b.  ; 3rd, 
Mr.  W.  Finimore,  jack,  l|lb.  We  will  draw  for  the 
remaining  four  pi’izes  on  Friday  evening  next,  at  7 p.m. 
— R.  Jenkins. 

Small  Arms  Angling  Society,  Swan  and  Pike, 
Enfield  Lock. — Our  members  weighed-in  during  the 
week  : H.  Smith,  51b.  2oz.  ; J.  Johnson,  jack,  31b.  101b.  ; 
J.  Spragg,  perch,  211).  8oz.  E.  Partridge  had  a splendid 
show  of  dace,  eight  fish  weighing  41b.  8oz.  (largest  fish, 
14oz.),— John  J.  Johnson. 

South  London  United  Anglers’  Visiting  List. — 
The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  be  to  the  Anchor  and 
Hope,  held  at  the  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  on  Mon- 


day, Jan.  8.  when,  as  this  will  be  a house  warming,  I 
trust  they  will  receive  a bumper. — A.  Conn. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Stepney. — The  following  members  were  out  on  the 
17th  inst.,  and  w’eighed  in  a very  fine  show  of  fish 
indeed  : Mr.  Jolly,  a nice  jack  ; Mr.  H.  Smith,  bream; 
Mr.  W.  Smith,  bream  ; Mr.  Stapleton,  roach  and  dace  ; 
Mr.  Huxell,  roach  ; Mr.  West,  roach.  We  made 
another  new  member,  and  room  for  more.  Wish  you  a 
Merry  Christmas. — G.  Marrows. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford. — Sevei’al  members  of 
the  above  were  out  on  the  17th  iust — Mr.  J.  Payne, 
roach  ; C.  Wilderspin,  roach  and  dace.  Next  month  the 
members  of  the  above  will  fish  a jack  and  perch  match 
in  the  Thames. — H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  Vanxhall-cross. — Several  of  ours  were  out  on 
the  17th,  but  only  one  weighed-in,  Mr.  Clegg,  roach  and 
dace.  The  remaining  prizes  will  be  drawn  for.  Our 
usual  weekly  meeting  took  place  on  Tuesday  last,  with 
a good  attendance,  Mr.  Phillips  in  the  chair.  The 
previous  week's  minutes  xvere  I’ead  and  confirmed. 
Another  good  prize  has  bfen  added  to  our  list. — H.  C. 

West  Hanx  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford. — At  our  match  at 
Langford  on  the  17th,  for  our  Christmas  prizes  to  the 
nutuber  of  seventeen,  I am  glad  to  say  they  were  all 
taken  with  fish  weighing  from  21b.  7jOz.  of  roach  for  the 
first  prize,  and  following  downwards  in  rotation.— R. 
Lowther. 


SEA-FISHING  APPARATUS. 

The  coui'ge,  or  sand-eel  basket,  is  one  of  the  most 
useful  contrivances  that  a fisherman  can  possess.  I 
believe  the  originators  of  the  thing  were  Guernseyites. 
Anyhow,  we  get  our  pattern  from  Guernsey.  It  is  a 
basket  varying  in  length  from  18in.  to  2ft.  6in.,  being 
sharp  at  both  ends,  and  about  Oin.  diameter  in  tl:o 
middle.  It  is  made  of  very  cdose  wickerwork  so  as  to 
prevent  anything  from  getting  out,  and  is  provided  with 
a square  hole  in  the  side,  like  a door,  that  is  kept  closed 
by  a piece  of  cork. 

This  basket  can  be  towed  behind  a boat  or  kept  in  the 
water  whilst  at  anchor,  and  your  live  bait,  whether  it 
be  green  soft  crab,  sand-eels,  small  pout,  flat  fish,  p:-awns, 
smelt,  or  other  baits  that  are  useful  in  sea-fisbing,  can 
be  kept  alive  for  any  length  of  time.  When  required, 
the  cork  door  is  opened  and  you  can  select  your  bait.  I 
have  kept  bait  for  weeks  like  this,  which  is  very  handy 
sometimes  when  it  is  scai-ce.  W’illiam  Heaeder. 


GREAT  FLOOD  AT  THE  SOLWAY  FISHERY. 

The  heaviest  flood  that  has  ever  been  known  at  the 
Solway  Fishery  occurred  on  Wednesday.  When  the  day 
broke  it  revealed  a wintery  scene,  the  ground  being 
thickly  covered  with  snow,  and  about  9 a.m.  a rapid 
thaw  set  in,  accompanied  by  a heavy  and  steady  down- 
pour of  rain.  A mild  wind  came  up  from  the  south, 
bringing  with  it  a warm  rain,  and  the  snow  disappeared 
with  unusual  rapidity.  'The  consequence  was  a heavy 
flood,  which  rose  rapidly,  ai;d  to  a he:ght  before  unknown 
at  the  fishery.  The  burn  overflowed  its  banks  in  all 
directions,  and  torrents  of  water  poured  through  every 
available  opening,  threatening  disaster  amongst  the  fish 
ponds,  but  owing  to  the  excellent  arrangements  for  i)rc- 
venting  such  a catastrophe,  which  had  been  foreseen  by 
Mr.  Armistead  yeai’s  ago,  no  very  serious  harm  was  done. 
In  one  place  only  did  a little  of  the  flood  water  succeed 
in  entering  one  of  the  fish  ponds,  but  only  for  a very  .shert 
time,  half-a-dozen  pairs  of  willing  hands  being  I’eady  to 
stop  its  progress,  and  turn  it  into  another  channel,  where 
it  could  do  no  harm.  Had  the  occurrence  taken  place  the 
day  before  it  might  have  been  much  more  sei-ious,  as  all 
hands  were  busy  jjacking  eyed  ova  for  export,  which 
could  not  have  been  delayed,  as  special  arrangements 
had  been  made  for  its  reception  on  board  a steamer  sail- 
ing from  London  two  days  later.  A bridge  over  one  of 
the  streams  was  washed  away,  and  for  a time  another 
was  in  considerable  danger.  Air.  Armistead  has  the 
ordinary  water  supplies  under  such  entire  control,  and 
they  are  so  beautifnlly  i-egulated,  that  it  is  quite  im- 
possible for  them  to  flood — indeed,  the  effect  of  the 
flood  outside  was  to  somewhat  lessen  the  supply  of 
wat  r passing  through  the  ponds.  The  danger  was 
chiefly  caused  by  a stream  on  a higher  level  overflowing 
its  banks,  and  sending  tons  of  water  down  to  the 
fishery,  whex'6  bnt  for  the  prompt  measures  which  were 
taken  considerable  damage  would  have  resulted. 


The  Hook  of  Holland  route  of  the  Gi'eat  Eastern 
Railway  Company  offers  exceptional  facilities  to  persons 
who  wish  to  spend  their  Christmas  holidays  in  Holland 
or  Germany.  Passengers  leaving  London  in  the  evening 
reach  the  chief  Dutch  cities  the  following  morning,  while 
there  are  through  trains  in  connection  with  the  arrival  of 
the  steamers,  from  the  Hook  of  Holland  to  Germany. 
The  fares  by  this  route  are  exceedingly  low.  Cheap  fares 
have  also  been  arranged  by  the  Harwich- Antwerp  route 
for  passengers  wishing  to  visit  Belgium. 


Wonders  WILL  never  ce.\se  we  are  told:  but  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  Holloway’s  Pills  are  the  greatest  wonder  of  modern 
times.  Theyoorrect  bile,  prevent  flatulency,  cleanse  the  liver,  and 
purify  the  system,  strengthen  the  stomach,  increa.se  the  appetite, 
invigorate  the  nerves,  promote  healtli,  and  reinstate  the  weak  to 
an  ardour  of  feeling  never  before  experieneeii.  The  sale  of  these 
Pills  throughout  the  globe  astonishes  everybody,  convincing  the 
most  sceptical  that  tliere  is  no  medicine  equal  to  Holloway’s  Pills 
for  removing  the  complaints  incidental  to  the  human  race.  They 
are  indeed  a blessing  to  the  afflicted,  and  a boon  to  those  who 
suffer  from  disorders,  internal  or  external.  Thousands  of  persons 
have  testified  that  by  their  use  alone  they  have  been  restored  to 
liealth,  after  other  remedies  bad  jiroved  unsuccessful. 


HABITS  OP  SEA  TROUT. 

Do  we  lealise  what  the  effect  of  a singularly  dr.y 
season  like  that  we  have  just  experienced  can  be  on  the 
stock  of  sea  trout  in  a stream,  when  we  know  that  not 
one  quarter  of  the  fish,  owing  to  the  drought,  orn  get 
into  the  proper  spawning  grounds,  and  are  ccnnpelled  to 
use  already  use4up  beds  ? It  is  my  privilege,  writes 
‘‘  Noss  Mayo,”  to  know  well  and  to  fiih  often  in  a stream 
which  in  season  holds  considerably  more  migratory  than 
resident  fish.  No  better  opportunity  for  casual  observa- 
tion could  probably  be  obtained  anywhere  than  m this 
stream,  and  perhaps  a description  of  it  will  bear  out  the 
assertion.  It  flows  into  the  head  of  a long  and  wide 
estuary,  which  is  scarcely  ever,  if  at  all,  netted  for 
salmon  or  sea  trout.  The  stream  itself  is  small  and 
short,  being  perhaps  only  about  twenty  or  twenty-five 
miles  from  source  to  tidal  waters.  Besides  this  it  is 
subject  to  heavy  floods  and  I’apid  falls,  and  in  a dry 
season  drops  to  a mere  streiimlet.  About  a mile  or  so 
up  from  the  salt  water  there  is  a flour  mill,  which 
in  ordinary  seasons  requires  for  its  purposes  all 
the  water  of  the  main  s’ream,  and  in  the  past  season 
has  found  the  whole  utterly  inadequate.  Ascent 
by  the  main  stream  is,  of  course,  impossible, 
and  through  the  mill  waterways  unavailable.  Flour 
mill  proprietors  cannot,  of  course,  find  time  to  see  that 
salmon  and  trout  get  safely  beyond  the  precincts  of  their 
machinery.  It  could  not  be  expected.  He  would  bo  an 
enemy  to  the  welfare  of  the  miller  who  would  even 
suggest  it.  Most  of  the  sea  tiout,  whether  they  are 
ripe  for  spawning  or  not,  have,  therefore,  to  hang  about, 
unless  there  is  a freshet,  in  the  waters  below.  For  six 
or  seven  weeks  during  the  season  just  ended,  after  the 
first  ai-rival  of  sea  trout,  it  was  not  possible  for  one 
fish  to  get  beyond  the  mill ; and,  as  it  is  contrary  to 
the  generally  accepted  theories  that  migratory  fish 
remain  in  the  fresh  water  six  or  seven  weeks  before 
depositing,  I watched  and  watched  to  see  whether  a pair 
of  fish  commenced  operations  in  the  lower  waters,  and 
could  see  nothing  whatever  cf  any  such  attempt.  Single 
firh  were  Ij’ing  about  everywhere,  but  no  pairs,  and  if 
any  were  ” working,”  I must  have  .seen  them. 

The  inference,  therefore,  is  that  those  which  were 
mature  would  rush  up  the  mill  stream  and  be  destroyed, 
or  drop  back  and  deposit  uselessly.  Result,  a deprecia- 
tion of  stock,  and  poor  prospects  for  next  year.  But 
last  year  was  also  an  extremely  dry  season,  and  the  effects 
prophesied  by  everybody  were  that  this  year,  as  far  as 
sea_ trout  are  concerned,  rivers  would  be  badly  off.  The 
frailty  of  human  predictior  s in  matters  connected  with 
fish  was  never  better  exemplified.  Greater  quantities  of 
sea  ti'out  have  not  run  up  the  stream  for  years  than 
have  run  up  in  1893.  If  they  made  extensive  coast 
journeys  and  entered  strange  streams,  it  might  be  to 
some  extent  accounted  for,  but  even  then  the  same 
climatic  conditions  would  follow  them.  It  is  not  likely 
that  within  a reasonable  area  there  should  be  continued 
rain  and  spates  in  one  place  and  none  in  the  other  ; and 
the  theory  which  has  been  nearest  absolute  proof 
relative  to  rnigratory  fish  is  that  they  cling  to  home 
streams.  This  deduction  is  therefore  evident : a smail 
percentage  of  successfully  d^'po^iting  sea  trout  will 
preserve  the  stock  in  a river  as  completely  as  the  prolific 
deposit  of  greater  numbers. 

But  supposing  the  sea  trout  in  this  particular  river 
get  beyond  the  first  bin  ’ranee,  the  mill  ; then  their 
progress  i.s  anything  but  easy.  Half  a mile  up  there  is 
a huge  weir  which  cannot  be  surmounted  unless  there  is 
a heavy  freshet,  then  another  mill  with  the  same  beauti- 
fully simple  arrangf-raonts  for  destroying  fish,  and 
another  weir_  more  formidable  than  the  first.  It  is 
above  this  weir  where  four-fifehs  of  the  spawning  beds 
are.  Yet  the  stock  of  sea  trout  in  the  river,  especiallv 
below  the  obstructions,  it  is  true,  is  as  great  as  that  o'f 
any  other  stream  of  its  size  1 ever  met  with.  Pre- 
sumably then,  as  far  as  the  observations  in  this  stream 
go,  there  need  be  no  fear  that  a drought  of  one  year,  or 
even  two,  will  diminish  the  successive  stock  of  sea 
trout.  Of  course,  it  is  guite  possible  that  the  supply  of 
one  sfream  may  be  kept  up  by  its  neighbours.  The 
probability  of  such  an  event  happening  is  evident  from 
the  fact  that  an  adjoining  river,  which  is  usually  well 
stocked,  has  this  year  been  singularly  destitute  of  sea 
trout  owing  to  pollution  and  drought.— Pali  3Iall 
Gazette. 


The  Alligator  as  a Scavenger.- The  alligator  is 
the  greatest  living  destroyer  of  snakes  and  water  rats, 
thereby  rendering  the  coast  countries  safer  to  the 
hunter  than  the  interior.  If  people  would  consider  the 
alligator  as  a sure  source  of  revenue  when  his  time 
comes  to  be  skinned  and  his  oil  and  tusks  delivered 
up,  and  as  an  unrivalled  water  scavenger  while  he  lives, 
they  would  protect  him  instead  of  trying  to  exterminate’ 
him. 

Stocking  the  Thames  with  Trout,  &c.— A very 
important  contribution  to  the  stock  of  fish  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Reading  was  made  on  Wednesday, 
when  480  splendid  tront,  of  a good  size,  were  placed  in 
various  suitable  spots  by  the  Reading  and  District 
Angling  Association.  The  young  trout  were  all  of  the 
same  Buckinghamshire  breed  which  has  been  found  to 
suit  the  Thames  so  well  in  past  years,  and  every  fish 
was  in  perfect  health  and  condition.  This  valuable 
addition  to  the  chances  of  sport  in  the  immediate  future 
will  doubtless  be  duly  appreciated  by  the  angling  public, 
for  whose  benefit  the  as.-oeian  oi  exists  as  will  the 
announcement  that  the  committee  are  now  maturing 
arrangements  for  procuring  many  thousands  of  perch 
and  other  fish  to  turn  into  the  Thames.  The  stocking 
operations  on  Wednesday  were  carried  out  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Arthur  C.  Butler,  V.P. 


r 


December  23,  1893 J 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


CULTURE  OP  SALMON. 

“ Fab  up  in  Sbasta  county,  pioturescxuely  located  on 
the  banks  of  the  McCloud  river,  and  surrounded  by 
toworinf?  hills  and  mountains,  is  an  important  station 
of  the  United  States  Government  of  which  the  people 
of  California  have  but  very  little  knowledje.  In  that 
beautiful  and  picturesque  spot  has  been  maintained  for 
many  years  the  pioneer  fish  hatchery  of  this  State,  to 
which  circumstance  is  due  in  great  measure  the  almost 
marvellous  plenitude  of  the  ouinnat  or  Pacific  salmon 
in  California  waters  to-day.  The  good  results  of  the 
work  at  this  remote  hatchery  have  been  a matter  of 
general  note,  but  few  people  have  known  or  even  asked 
the  cause. 

“ It  was  in  the  year  1872  that  the  attention  of  the 
national  Government  was  first  directed  to  the  oppor- 
tunities for  successful  fish  propagation  in  California. 
That  same  year  the  State  had  a visitor  in  the  person  of 
Livingston  Stone,  one  of  the  most  experienced  and 
learned  men  connected  with  the  National  Pish  Com- 
mission. The  purpose  of  his  visit  was  to  select  a suit- 
able site  for  the  location  of  a Government  spawning 
station  and  hatchery.  Mr.  Stone  visited  and  examined 
streams  in  various  parts  of  the  State,  and  finally  in  the 
course  of  his  travels,  reached  a xroint  on  the  McCloud 
river,  about  one  and  a half  miles  from  where 
the  McCloud  unites  with  the  Pitt,  and  some  thirteen 
miles  above  a point  where  the  united  waters  of  the  two 
streams  empty  into  the  Sacramento. 

“ This  spot  on  the  McCloud  seemed  to  Mr.  Stone  at 
first  glance  to  furnish  an  ideal  location  for  the  proposed 
hatchery.  Realising,  however,  that  appearances  are 
often  deceptive,  the  Government  representative,  before 
taking  any  decisive  action,  first  had  recourse  to  an 
experiment.  Selecting  a suitable  spot  on  a small  stream, 
tributary  to  the  McCloud,  but  some  miles  distant  from 
the  main  river,  Mr.  Stone  constructed  a small  hatchery, 
to  which  spawn  was  carried  by  hand  from  the  river. 

“The  experiment  proved  in  every  way  a complete 
success.  Spawn  was  taken  in  satisfactory  quantities, 
and  readily  hatched,  from  which  Mr.  Stone  at  once  con- 
cluded that  he  had  found  the  spot  for  which  he  had  been 
looking. 

“ Early  in  1873  a move  was  made  to  the  banks  of  the 
McCloud,  where,  on  recommendation  of  Mr.  Stone,  the 
Government  immediately  took  up  a reservation  of  some 
twenty-eight  acres,  which  included  the  site  of  the 
present  hatchery.  The  station  was  designated  by  the 
Government  as  Baird,  by  which  name  it  is  still  known. 
Before  any  buildings  were  erected,  however,  Mr.  Stone 
and  his  associates — who,  by  the  way,  were  about  the 
first  white  men  who  had  appeared  on  the  river — came 
very  near  having  serious  trouble  with  the  Indians.  A 
band  of  several  hundred  natives  appeared  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river  at  a point  almost  opposite  the  present 
hatchery,  and  demanded  in  the  most  threatening  manner 
that  the  white  men  should  leave  at  once.  For  a time 
Mr.  Stone  was  at  his  wits’  end  to  discover  some  means 
by  which  the  wrath  of  the  Indians  might  be  appeased. 

“ Numerous  suggestions  were  made,  but  all  failed, 
until  finally  it  occurred  to  Mr.  Stone  to  inform  the 
Indians  that  his  party  desired  only  the  eggs  of  the 
salmon,  and  that  the  natives  might  have  all  the  fish  that 
were  caught.  This  explanation  appeased  the  Indians, 
for  at  once  they  saw  the  possibility  of  securing  their 
usual  winter’s  stock  of  food  without  the  necessity  of 
spearing  and  catching  the  fi-h  themselves.  The  white 
men  were  received  with  open  arms,  and  at  once  proceeded 
to  locate  and  construct  the  necessary  buildings  for  their 
work. 

“ In  the  fall  of  that  same  year  the  buildings  were  com- 
pleted, and  many  eggs  taken  and  hatched  during  the  fall 
run  of  salmon  up  the  river  from  the  Sacramento.  The 
hatchery  then  constructed  continued  in  operation  until 
1881,  when  all  the  buildings  were  carried  away  by  the 
great  flood  of  that  year.  In  the  following  spring,  how- 
ever, the  hatchery  was  reconstructed,  and  the  buildings 
then  erected  still  stand,  with  a number  of  important 
additions,  which  give  the  Baird  station  of  the  present 
time  a very  businesslike  appearance. 

“A  Chronicle  reporter  who  visited  the  station  re- 
cently was  very  much  surprised  to  note  the  sub- 
stantial character  of  the  improvements  made  by  the 
Government.  The  main  hatchery  building  is  a com- 
modious structure  well  adapted  to  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  constructed.  O'her  buildings  include  stables, 
engine-house,  store,  and  post-office,  in  addition  to  the 
residence  of  Superintendent  Stone,  which  stands  on  a 
sightly  eminence  overlooking  the  river.  Seymour  Bass, 
foreman  of  the  hatchery,  has  a comfortable  residence 
nearer  the  river,  while  within  convenient  distance  of  all 
the  buildings  is  a well-kept  boarding-house,  where  the 
white  help  and  visitors  to  the  station  take  their  meals. 

“ When  the  hatchery  was  first  established  Superin- 
tendent Stone  took  trout  spawn  as  well  as  the  spawn  of 


salmon.  The  spawn  of  the  trout  was  then  shipped  to 
various  points  in  the  East,  and  even  as  far  as  Japan  and 
Australia.  Of  late  years,  however,  the  trout  have  been 
sufficiently  X'ffinUfui  in  the  East  to  permit  of  sx^awn 
being  taken  there,  and  in  consequence  the  work  of  the 
hatchery  at  Baird  has  been  wholly  directed  to  the  propa- 
gation of  salmon.  Millions  of  spawn  have  been  batched 
and  young  fish  distributed  into  streams  tributary 
to  the  Sacramento  river,  with  the  result  that, 
despite  the  thousands  upon  tens  of  thousands  of  salmon 
caught  by  market  fishermen,  the  salmon  are  more  xdenti- 
ful  to-day  in  the  Sacramento  than  at  any  time  for 
years. 

“ The  hatchery  at  Baird  has  a capacity  for  handling 

10.000. 000  eggs  in  a season,  should  occasion  require. 
The  largest  number  of  eggs  ever  taken  in  one  year  was 

14.000. 000.  This  year  the  take  promises  to  be  between 

4.000. 000  and  5,000,000.  The  summer  run  during  August 
and  September  netted  2,-500,000  eggs,  of  which  but 
750,000  were  hatched  at  Baird.  The  remaining  1,750,000 
eggs  were  sent  to  the  State  Pish  Commission  hatchery  at 
Sisson,  where  they  are  now  being  hatchei.  These  e ggs 
are  furnished  to  the  State  Commission  without  charge, 
and  when  hatched  the  young  fish  all  go  into  waters 
through  which  they  eventually  find  their  way  into  the 
Sacramento  river,  which  supplies  the  principal  salmon 
fishing  in  California.  It  is  these  same  Sacramento  river 
salmon  that,  early  in  the  summer,  find  their  way  south 
to  the  Bay  of  Monterey,  where,  during  the  last  of  July 
and  August,  the.y  are  taken  in  such  large  numbers  by 
anglers  with  hook  and  line.” 


GATHERED  FROM  “GAME  LAND.” 

The  little  black  spots  on  the  end  of  the  snail’s  horns 
are  its  eyes. 

A 31-poond  wildcat,  shot  at  Kingston,  N.Y.,  killed 
eight  sheep  the  night  before  its  death. 

Vbbse  writers,  artists,  actors,  and  newspaper  men  are 
generally  bunglers  with  the  rod  and  gun. 

The  leaves  of  the  maonly  tree  of  New  Caledonia  will 
repel  mosquitos,  keep  meats  fresh,  and  act  as  a general 
disinfectant. 

I THANK  the  Lord  that  there  is  one  thing  in  this 
world  that  money  won’t  buy — and  that  iz,  the  wag  ov  a 
dog’s  tale. — Josh  Billings. 

Laughter  reveals  one’s  true  nature ; it  expresses  the 
inmost.  Shrewd  rascals  seldom  laugh.  He  who  is 
without  enemies  deserves  no  friends,  and  rarely  has 
any. 

Fred.  Mather  takes  the  spawn  of  the  lobster  from 
under  its  shell,  and  hatches  it  out  at  Cold  Spring 
Harbour,  Long  Island,  New  York.  He  says  the  lobster 
spawns  but  once  in  two  years. 

The  expression,  “ Oysters  grow  on  trees,”  is  founded 
on  the  fact  that  in  some  southern  rivers  tree  branches 
dip  into  the  water,  and  oysters  cling  to  them,  to  be 
exposed  when  the  tide  goes  out. 

Of  the  salt  water  fishes,  herring  die  quickest  after 
being  taken  from  their  natural  element,  mackerel  next, 
and  salmon  next.  The  sooner  eaten  after  death  the 
better.  In  the  south  fishes  are  sold  alive. 

Cold  and  damp  do  not  produce  rheumatism.  Acid 
blood  is  the  cause.  Sufferers  should  eat  freely  of  cooked 
celery,  as  celery  produces  an  alkaline  blood,  and  where 
this  exists  rheumatifm  and  gout  disappear. 

It  was  the  first  time  little  Be.ssie  had  ever  seen  a 
snake,  and  as  it  writhed  along  she  ran  into  the  house 
breathless  with  her  discovery.  “Oh  mamma,  come 
quick  ” she  cried,  “ Here’s  a tail  out  here  wagging 
without  any  dog.” 

A PHYSICIAN  in  Germantown,  Pennsylvania,  has  a 
collection  of  cats  valued  at  5000  dollars.  There  are 
twenty-two  specimens — among  them  a silver-blue  cat 
from  the  Isle  of  Skye,  a “ feather-tailed”  Turkish  cat, 
a snow-white  Persian,  a black  Norwegian  cat,  and  a 
Japanese  wild  cat.  The  owner  sells  the  kittens,  and  the 
proceeds  are  devoted  to  charity. 

There  are  a dozen  important  things  to  take  into 
consideration  before  the  dog  is  purchased,  and  while 
everybody  should  use  discretion,  nobody  among  the 
army  of  people  who  buy  and  keep  dogs  as  pets  needs  to 
do  more  considering  than  the  city  dweller.  In  the  first 
place  you  must  bear  in  mind  the  dog  should  be  pur- 
chased in  accordance  with  the  purchaser’s  home — that 
is,  the  animal  must  fit  the  dwelling  and  surroundings 
with  which  it  is  to  be  connected.  Do  not  run  off  to  the 
“ dog  man  ” yet,  wait  a little  : take  time  in  all  things. 
Get  all  your  dog  things  ready  to  receive  the  pet.  And 
now,  most  important  of  all,  purchase  a set  of  books  on 
the  dog,  and  learn  the  abode  of  the  nearest  dog  doctor. 
These  are  the  imxiortant  preliminaries. 


THE  HABITS  OP  SHARKS. 

I READ  with  interest  some  little  time  ago  a discussion 
between  some  New  York  gentlemen  as  to  whether  a 
shark  would,  under  favourable  circumstances,  attack  a 
human  being  in  the  water.  The  fact  that  portions  of 
' the  human  anatomy  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  found 
in  the  bellies  of  sharks  does  not  prove  conclusively  that 
the  victims  had  been  attacked  and  eaten  wliile  alive. 
The  well  known  proclivities  of  a shark  to  swallow 
everything  and  anything  disproves  the  theory  of 
i not  attacking  a man  unless  inanimate  or  dead,  and 
j is  most  aptly  illustrated  by  schemes  that  sailors 
often  adopt  to  amuse  themselves  while  becalmed 
within  the  tropics.  My  mother’s  uncle,  who,  in  his  day, 

! was  a navigator  of  some  prominence,  says  that  a true 
I born  sailor  abhors  and  desiiises  a shark  about  in  the 
same  xiroportion  as  his  satanio  majesty  does  holy  water  ; 
and,  when  idle  on  deck,  in  hot  latitudes,  with  the  genus 
squalidw  swarming  about  the  ship  and  ready  to  pounce 
upon  anything  digestible,  indigestible,  or  otherwise,  the 
sailors  would  often  bait  hooks  or  prepare  substances  and 
throw  them  overboard,  all  of  which  would  instantly 
i disappear  down  the  rapacious  maw  of  some  enthusiastic 
man-eater. 

Among  other  things  a brick,  heated  to  an  unusual 
temperature,  then  wrapped  in  a greasy  rag  and  dropped 
gently  into  the  water,  would  be  gobbled  up  instantly 
by  some  enterprising  forager.  But  in  about  fifteen 
seconds  the  unfortunate  forager,  whoever  he  might  be, 
would  commence  such  a series  of  swift  dartings  and 
wild  caperings  that  in  amazement  his  comrades  gene- 
rally followed  him  up  and  put  an  end  to  his  miserable 
existence  sooner  or  later. 

Another  method  was  to  inclose  a lump  of  lime  in  the 
same  manner,  and  when  the  phosxihate  within  the 
greasy  sack  had  begun  to  dissolve  inside  the  creature’s 
stomach  there  was  immediately  a circus  in  consequence, 
just  as  lively  and  as  interesting  as  in  the  former  case 
of  the  heated  brick  or  stone. 

A prominent  captain  of  an  Atlantic  flyer,  who  is  now 
[ in  service,  related  to  the  writer  that,  when  he  was  a 
■ seaman  before  the  mast  many  years  ago,  the  sailors, 

[ upon  hooking  a shark,  would  frequently  cut  off  its  tail 
1 and  then  throw  the  fish  overboard  again.  The  helpless 
j creature,  bereft  of  steering  apparatus,  without  means  of 
locomotion,  and  totally  unable  to  even  dive,  would  cut  a 
1 sorry  figure  as  it  wriggled  and  squirmed  about,  but  was, 

^ in  nearly  every  case,  dispatched  sooner  or  later  by  its 
own  comrades. 

All  these  are  cruel  methods  of  torture,  unworthy  of 
reasoning  beings,  even  though  the  object  of  their  wrath 
may  be  the  bitterest  and  worst  despised  enemy  known 
to  them.  But,  then.  Jack  feels  that,  if  the  situation 
was  reversed,  and  he  was  overboard  alone  with  a shark, 
that  he  would  stand  no  show  for  his  own  preservation, 
notwithstanding  the  statement  of  the  New  York  gentle- 
I man  to  the  contrary. 

' While  in  Florida  last  winter  I became  acquainted  with 
a bright,  intelligent  young  gentleman  of  St.  Augustine, 
named  William  Enslow.  Mr.  Enslow  is  even  more  at 
home  in  the  water  than  on  land,  and  has  frequently  had 
bouts  and  adventures  with  native  sharks  which  would 
make  interesting  reading. 

One  day,  while  waist  deep  in  water,  and  casting  for 
J mullet  with  a hand-net,  a big  blue  shark  rounded  him 
I up,  and  managed  to  get  between  him  and  the  shore. 
Then  the  vicious  creature  made  a dart  for  Enslow,  and 
no  doubt  would  have  gobbled  him  up,  had  not  the  active 
young  man  beat  him  off  with  the  leaden  weights  of  the 
oast  net.  Four  times  the  hungry  shark  rushed  at  him, 
but  each  time  was  defeated  and  driven  off.  Finally  the 
young  man  reached  terra  firma,  and  then  the  blue  mon- 
I ster  left  for  deeper  water,  and  was  seen  no  more. 

: As  mullet  is  the  favourite  food  of  sharks  in  Florida ,, 

I no  doubt  this  fellow  was  prowling  about  in  the  neigh- 
I bourhood  of  the  very  school  that  young  Enslow  was 
after,  and,  spying  the  man,  straightway  made  for  him  in 
the  hope  of  securing  a more  delicate  morsel  than  cold 
blooded  mullet.  The  shark  actually  made  the  assault  as 
described,  which  disproves  once  more  the  New  York 
gentleman’s  theory  that  they  will  not  attack  a living 
man. 

I am  not  prepared  to  say  positively  that  sharks  do  not 
turn  over  and  attack  in  the  usually  described  and 
accepted  reversed  position,  but  in  all  my  experience  of 
such  matters— and  I have  caught  many  young  and  old 
j members  of  the  species  with  rod  and  reel  and  hand  line 
— yet  never  once  have  I observed  that  they  turn  over 
when  striking  at  a bait.  In  every  instance  within  my 
personal  experience  they  always  took  it  as  other  fishes 
^ do,  in  a straightforward  rush  or  plunge,  their  move- 
ments being  plainly  discernible  to  the  unaided  eye  as 
they  swam  and  cavorted  about  in  the  clear  and  trans- 
parent waters  bordering  Florida’s  shores.— J.  M.  T. 
Pabtello,  in  Shooting  and  Pishing,  Boston. 


OVA,  FRY,  YEARLIKQS,  ANE 
TWO-YEAR-OLD  FISH, 

Of  S.  Pario,  S.  Levenensis,  S.  Fontinalis, 
and  Grayling, 

IF  O IR  B ^ L E 

BETWEEN  NOVEMBER  & APRIL. 


For  Price  List  apply  to 

THOS.  ANDSEWS,  Westgate  House, 
OUIZ.OFOKD. 


HOWIETOUN  FISHERY, 

STIRLING,  N.R. 


WATER  versus  LAND. 

WHICH  PAYS  BEST? 


Why,  water  certainly,  if  well 
stocked  with 


Send  for  Price  List  of  Ova,  Fry,  Yearling,  and 
Two -year -old  Fario,  Levenensis,  and  Fonti- 
nalis,  to  HOWIETOUN  FISHERY  COMPANY, 
Stirling,  N.B. 


TROUT!  TROUT!!  TROUT!!! 

For  Price  List  of  Fario,  Levenensis, 
Fontinalis,  (two-year-olds  and  yearlings), 
apply  to  Hon.  Sec.,  Lunesdale  Fish 
Hatchery,  Lancaster. 
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MURTON’8 


REELS  of  SUPERIOR  METAL  and  FINISH. 

TYNESIDE  LINES,  ALL  PURE  SILK. 


SALMON 

AND 

TROUT 
RODS. 


THOEOUGHLY  WATEEPEOOFED. 


SEND  FOR 
LIST  TO 


109, 


GREY 

STREET, 


NEWCASTLE. 


TROUT!  TROUT!!  TROUT!!! 

For  Eestockir  i- Lakes,  Ponds.  Eivers,  &c.,with 

Oto,  yearlings,  or  TWO- YEAR-OLDS. 

Prices  on  application  to  the  ‘•Proprietor,’’  Exe 
Valley  Fish  Breeding  Establishment,  Exhridge, 
Tiverton.  Devon. 


GENTLES. 


specially  bred,  excellent 
colour : post  paid,  in 

boxes.  Is.,  '2s.,  3s.  each : 
will  keep  in  loam  all  winter.  Send  for  our  Bait 
List. — BAMBBIDGE,  Eton.  Established  1790. 


See  my  announcement,  page  hi.,  “WHITAKER”;  page  xxxii., 
“IMPERIAL  INSTITHTE  YEAR  BOOK”;  pageii.,  “A.B.C. 
GUIDE”;  “FIELD,”  “PUNCH,”  &c. 

Telegrams— SELFHELP,  LONDON. 


FOR  ANGLERS 

And  SPORTSMEN 
Generally,  the 
IRISH  FRIEZES 
(or  rough  Tweeds) 
made  in  the 
MARQUIS  of 
WATERFORD’S 
Industrial  House, 
are  as  near  perfec- 
tion as  possible. 

A CHOICE  ”oF  PATTERNS 
SENT  BY  BEQUEST. 

Gentlemen’s  21  /■  Suit  Length 

other  Good  Substantial  IRISH 
TWEEDS  at  17/6  and  19/3 
suit  lengths,  which  cannot 
be  supassed  for  value  and 
suitability. 


Est.  1818. 

Ten  Prize  Medals. 


THE  SFOBTSMAH'S  VADE  MECUM. 

HEERING’S 

ONLY  GENUINE 


Gold  Medals , 
Paris,  1878, 
London,  1884, 


COPENHAGEN  CHERRY  BRANDY 

PETES  P.  HEEBISa, 

Purveyor  by  Appointment  to  the  Royal  Danish  and  Imperial  Russian  Courts,  andH  R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
Sold  by  all  respectable  Wine  Merchants. 


GUIDE  TO  FISHING  TACKLE  MAKERS  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 


Aberdeeu. — Wm.  Beo’svn,  64,  George-st. 

Alnwick  — Hardy  Bros.,  L.  & N.  British 
Works. 

Ainptbil]  — Ed.  White,  Market. 

AndO’Ver,  Rants. — E.  Chamberlain. 

Ashbo’arne. — H.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Beccles  — R-  Tilnet  & Son. 
Barnstaple,  N.  Devon.— J.  Rowe,  62, 

High-street. 

Belfast — J-  Braddell  & Son,  21,  Castle- 
plaee. 

Birmingham  — Samuel  B.  Allport, 
50,  Whittall-street. 

C.  Bowler,  9,  Thomas-st.,  Vanghan-st. 

T.  Heath,  52,  Alma-street,  Aston. 

Reuben  Heaton,  161-5,  Hospital-st. 

J.  Keeling,  7,  Digbeth. 

James  Morgan,  2^-,  Aston-road. 

W.  Newell,  11,  Great  Western  Arcade. 

Nutting  & Co.,  70,  Edgbaston-street. 

J.  Powell,  40,  St.  Paul’s-sqnare. 

W.  H.  Ryder  & Sons,  33-36,  Slaney-st. 

'Wm.  Sternberg,  43,  Soho-hill. 

Bishop  Auckland— w.  J.  Cummins, 
Fishing  Bod  and  Tackle  Works. 

Blackburn  — James  Gregson,  Penny-st. 

Bolton. — W.  Bleakley,  83,  Ne-wport-st. 

Bridgend. — R-  H.  Dyer,  19  & 20,Qneen- 
street. 

Bridport. — Joseph  Gundrt  & Co.,  Net, 
Line,  and  Twine  Manufacturers. 

William  James. 

George  Kenway. 

W.  Tucker,  Manufacturer. 

Bnilth,  "^ells  — Septimus  Price,  12, 
High-street. 

Burton  - on  - Trent.— T.  Hof.ne,  106, 
High-street. 

Buzton,  Derbyshire.— J.  Banes,  37, 
Spring-gardens. 

(Cardiff.  — G.  M.  Buebidge,  “ Silver  Fish,” 
Bridge-street. 

William  Davies,  257,  Cowbridge-road. 

Carlisle. — R-  Strong,  Ca.stle-street. 

Castle  Connell.— J.  Enright  & Sons. 

Cheltenham  — James  Ogden,  28,  Winch- 
comb-street. 

Ogden  & Scotford,  Pittville.  [Whole- 
sale & Retail.] 

Chudleigh,  Devon  — J.  B.  Truman. 

Clitheroe  — Thomas  Robinson,  3,  Wes- 
leyan-road. 

Croydon. — Thomson  & Co.,  10,  High-st. 

Darlington  — J.  F.  Smythe. 

Derby — T.  Simpson,  55,  Carringlon-st. 


Dublin. — C.  Weekes  & Co.,  26  & 27, 
Essex-quay.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 

i Eton. — B.  B.  Bambridge. 

Exeter. — w.  Osborne,  251,  High-street. 

E.  F.  Peickman,  12,  North-street. 

Exmouth. — Miss  Ellis,  Fly-Tier,  13, 
Danby-terrace. 

Fairford,  Glos. — Samuel  Burge. 

Felton  — W.  Dobson,  West  Thurston. 

Great  Yarmouth.— E.  Hannant,  102, 
Market-gates. 

H.  Salinger,  40,  South  Market-road. 

Hereford  — T.  Cooke,  22|,  Maylord-st. 

i 

1 Hertford. — Simson  & Co.,  Market-place. 

Hull  . — H.  Booth,  21,  Paragon-street. 

Hungerford, — Freeman  Bros.,  Bridge- 
street. 

Inverness.- — J.  Graham  & Co.,  27, 
Union-street. 

Kingsbridge,  S.  De'^os. — S.  Perrott, 

j 109,  Pore-street. 

I Kingsland.  Herefordshire,  R.S.O.— 

‘ R.  T.  WiLLiAM.s,  Lugg  Cottage. 

I Kingston-on-Thames  — J.E.Richaed- 

I SON,  67,  High-street. 

J.  E.  Willingham,  11,  Union-street 

^ Langholm. — Joe  Anderson,  59,  High-st. 

■ Leamington  Spa.— J-  Hobson. 

Leeds. — Linsley  Bros.,  10,  Commercial- 
street. 

Francis  M.  Walbban,  19,  New 
Station-street. 

S.  WiLLSDON,  43,  Park-lane. 

j Leicester — R.  Flude,  5,  West-bridge. 

Leyburn,  YorKS. — J.  p.  Lyon,  Post 
Office. 

Limerick  — A.  Nestor,  Ceorge-street. 
[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Lincoln  —Andrews  & Parkinson,  36, 
Melville-street. 

J.  W.  Walker,  10,  Waterside. 

Liverpool.  — w.  Eamsbottom,  14b, 
North  John-street. 

H.  Whitty,  15,  Basnett-street. 

E.  Whitty,  14,  Tithebarn-street. 

Llandovery,  Wales.  — Evan  Davies, 
High-street. 

London. — s.  Allcock  & Co.,  60,  Queen 
Victoria-street.  ['Wholesale  only.] 

T.  Aldred,  110,  Edgware-road,  N.W. 

Alfred  & Son,  20,  Moorgate-st.,  E.C. 

T.  Barnett,  26,  Church-street,  Edg- 
ware-road. 


L mdon — Continued. 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  53,  Cresham- 
street.  ['Wholesale  only.] 

J.  Bernard  & Sons,  5,  Church-place, 
Piccadilly. 

Mrs.  L.  J.  Brocas,  Fly-Tier,  5, 
Rochester-row,  S.W. 

C.  J.  Brown,  7,  Walton-street,  S.W. 
Mrs.  A.  Bulmer,  62,  Wandsworth-road, 
S.W. 

Carter  & Peek,  137,  St.  John-street- 
road,  E.C. 

E.  Dillon,  78,  Victoria-road,  Kentish 

Town. 

H.  Dunhill,  125-127,  Euston-rd.,  N.W. 
Eaton  & Deller,  6 & 7,  Crooked-lane, 

E.C. 

J.  Gillett,  40,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 

[■Wholesale  & Retail.] 

J.  E.  Gold,  17,  Oakley-street,  Waterloo- 
road,  S.E. 

J.  W.  Hatton,  215,  Cambridge-road,  E. 
C.  W.  Hembns,  171,  New  North-road,  N. 
T.  Holbrow  & Co.,  9,  Eagle-place, 
Jermyn-street. 

Holeoyd  BROS.,59,Graoeohurch-st.,E.C. 
C.  Little  & Co.,  63,  Haymarket,  S.W. 
C.  Main,  45,  Jermyn-street,  St.  James’s. 
C.  Partridge,  “ The  Golden  Perch,” 
402,  Oxford-street,  W. 

William  Poole,  104a,  Broadwall,  S.E. 
B.  Potter  & Co.,  225,  High  Holborn. 

S.  Price  & Co.,  8,  Seymonr-street, 

Euston-square. 

H.  Richardson  & Co.,  Ye  Pluckie 
Perche,  77,  Finsbu-y -pavement. 

T.  H.  Sowerbutts  & Son,  151,  Com- 

mercial-street, E. 

A.  J.  Spashott,  55a,  Maryland  Point,  E. 
T.  Unstead,  3,  Pentou-street,  Penton- 
viUe,  N. 

A.  Williams,  84,  Tork-street,  Bryan- 
ston-square,  W. 

F.  T.  Williams  & Co.,  “ Silver  Trout,” 

10,  Great  Queen-street,  W.C. 

Lostwithiel. — C.  Geach,  Fancy  Reposi- 
tory. 

Macclesfield. — J.  H.  Feaen,  38,Chester- 
gate. 

Manchester. — w.  Chambers  & Co.,  25, 
Market-place. 

E.  Eamsbottom,  81,  Market-street. 
Ne'wark. — D.  Slater  & Co.,  Stodman-st. 

Ne’wcastle-on-Tyne.— J.  R-  Bolton, 
147,  Northumberland-street. 
Mueton.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Thos.  Pape,  27,  CoUingwood-street. 

Newtown,  N.Wales.— Fred.W.  Cooke, 
Short  Bridge  street. 

Northampton.  — Geo.  Timms,  6,  The 
Green. 

Norwich — A.  J.  Eudd  54  London-st. 


Nottingham  — F.  Croets,  46,  Sussex-st. 

S.  Dales,  7,  St.  John-street. 

Ed.  Dance,  1a,  Sussex-street. 

Chas.  Jackson,  23,  Carrington-street. 

J.  Theaker,  10,  Canal-street. 

W.  Wells  & Co.,  1,  Sussex-street. 

E.  West,  28,  Sussex-street. 

Oakham  — J.  E.  Whitehouse,  Rutland 
Gun  and  Cartridge  Works. 

Omagh. — John  White,  30,  Market-st. 

Oxford.— James  Innes,  42,  Qneen-st. 

Plymouth  — Thomas  Brooks,  30a, 
Southside-street. 

C.  & R.  Brooks,  Stonehonse. 

Heading. — J.  Perry  & Co.,  6,  Minster- 
parade. 

Redditch. — s.  Allcock  & Co.,  Standard 
Works.  ["Wholesale  only.] 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  Abbey  Mills. 
[■Wholesale  only.] 

Alfred  Booker  & Co.,  Midland  Needle 
and  Fish  Hook  Works. 

H.  Mil  WARD  & Son,  "Washford  Mills. 

W.  Vale  & Son,  Studley.  [V/holesale 
only,] 

Richmond  - on  - Thames  — Gaynor  & 
Son,  4,  Bridge-street. 

Everard  Ripley,  5,  King-street. 

H.  L.  Platt,  57,  Hill-rise. 

Richmond,  Yorks. — Chas.  Spencer, 
Finkle-street. 

Rothbury  — w.  Mavin. 

J.  SOULSBY. 

Scarborough  — S.  M.  Patrick,  5,  North- 
street,  Newboro’. 

Wm.  j.  Clarke,  44,  Huntress-row. 

Southampton. — Cox  & Macpherson 
62,  High-street. 

Cox  & Son,  28,  High-street. 

Swansea  — B.  Evans  & Co.,  Swansea 
Sporting  Depot,  Castle  Bailey-st. 

Taunton. — George  Hinton,  Fore-st. 

Thetford — G.  H.  Reynolds,  Anchor 
Commercial  Hotel. 

Thrapston. — A.  Babgh,  Bridge-st. 

Torrington,  N.  Devon. — J-D.  Bastard, 
Torridge  House. 

Uppingham,  Rntlands.  — J.  L. 

Andrews,  High-street. 

Walthamstow  — D.  Bennett,  137, 
Hoe-street  North. 

Wolverhampton  — T.  Shakespeare,  9, 
i Market-street.  _ 

I York. — H.T.  Lloyd,  Sportsman’s  Depot 
1 Davy- gate. 
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THE  SALMON  CLOSE  TIME. 


By  Wm.  Murdoch. 

How  is  the  salmon  spawning  season,  which  in 
the  bulk  of  the  rivers  of  Scotland  is  now  well 
advanced,  to  eventuate  ? By  all  concerned  this  is 
the  question  in  regard  to  the  salmon  which  is 
most  discussed  at  the  present  moment.  Many  are 
shaking  their  heads  ruefully  and  apprehending  the 
worst  results,  whilst  others,  even  though  admit- 
ting that  prospects  are  not  bright,  still  continue  to 
have  some  hope  that  the  issue  will  be  better  than 
is  generally  expected.  Personally  I desire  to 
guard  against  being  thought  an  alarmist,  but, 
speaking  candidly,  I am  bound  to  say  that  I do 
not  think  it  at  all  likely  that  the  hatch-out  in  the 
spring  from  the  ova  in  many  of  the  salmon 
rivers  will  be  nearly  so  satisfactory  in  point  of 
numbers  as  usual.  In  any  case  there  cannot,  in 
the  rivers  generally,  be  a very  great  hatch-out  in 
a relative  sense  for  the  reason  that  the  stock  of 
breeders  is  a small  one. 

The  head  waters  and  far  inland  tributary 
streams  of  a good  many  of  the  early  salmon 
rivers  were  found,  early  in  the  autumn,  to  be 
well  stocked  with  breeding  fish  ; hut  of  grilse 
nearly  everywhere,  and  more  particularly  in  the 
middle  and  fairly  upper  reaches  of  the  long 
rivers,  as  also  of  autumn-run  salmon  in  the  late 


or  hack-end  season  livers,  the  breeding  stock  has 
been  found,  and  in  tho  lalter  case  is  now  seen  to 
he,  not  nearly  of  its  usual  strength. 

'I’hcro  wiil  more  than  likely,  I think,  lie 
gratifying  enough  results  in  respect  of  the  liatch- 
out'  of  tho  earliest  deposited  ova,  as  at  the  tinie 
the  fish  were  Inisy  on  tlio  redds  the  water  of  a 
number  of  the  rivers  kept  well  within  what  is 
reckoned  good  spawning  volume.  Besides,  tho 
spawning  took  place  notably  early — a good  thing, 
too,  as  before  the  heavy  Hoods  came  on  there  had 
elapsed  a sutlicient  time  to  admit  of  the  hods 
getting  firmed  up.  In  the  “ far  north,”  how'ever, 
a good  deal  of  Hooding  occurred  during  the  last 
week  or  ten  days  of  tlie  time  lliat  the  mass  of  the 
early  fish  were  on  the  redds.  Accordingly, 
should  severe  drought  and  frost  set  in  and  prove 
of  long  continiKince,  there  may,  of  the  ova.  in  those 
rivers,  be  a good  deal  that  will  perish  from 
exposure  through  having  been  deposited  in  the 
outer  redds,  which  will  then  get  to  he  above  the 
water  level.  As  yet,  however,  there  has  been  no 
harm  done,  as  the  rivers  have  almost  continuously 
kept  ill  heavy  volume,  and  never,  through  the 
com]iarative  absence  of  frost,  have  had  great  icc 
blocks  tearing  dow'ii  them  to  rake  up  the  beds  ami 
scatter  the  spawn.  Since  they  have  no  late  run 
of  large  spawners,  in  short  nothing  hut  delayed 
fish  of  the  summer  migration  ascending  them  in 
tho  autumn,  and  further,  because  of  the  netting, 
grilse  do  not  in  any  strength  get  up  them  in  tho 
summer,  those  northern  rivers  arc  almost 
entirely  dependent  on  the  siiawnlng  and  the  hatch- 
out  from  the  spawn  of  their  spring  fish  for  the 
up-keep  of  their  stock  of  the  salmon,  adult  and 
adolescent,  from  year  to  year.  All  rivers  of  this 
sort,  as  likewise  all  purely  summer  rivers,  for 
the  reason  that  they  have  in  good  strength  hut 
only  one  race  of  spawners  are  the  most 
easily  injured  in  their  productiveness  from 
a spawning  season  resulting  unsatisfactorily. 
River.J,  on  tho  other  hand,  that  have  several 
migrations  of  fish  — a spring,  a summer, 
and  an  autumn  migration,  of  which  of  each  of 
the  two  first  a fair  strength  gets  inland,  and  of 
the  latter  the  whole  strength  practically  gets  up 
to  breed,  have  a vastly  longer  spawning  season, 
and,  therefore,  for  their  up-keep  are  not  so 
dependent  on  the  successful  issue  of  the  spawn- 
ing of  any  one  race  of  spawners.  As  examples 
in  illustration  of  this  may  be  taken  the  Ness,  the 
Garry,  and  the  Oich  (in  combination) ; the  Tay, 
the  Dee,  and  (naturally)  Spey,  Devoron,  Don, 
North  Esk,  &c.,  everyone  of  which,  if  used  aright, 
would  have  not  fewer  than  three  strong  seasonal 
migrations  and  a very  long  spawing  season  from 
the  commencement  of  the  spawning  of  the 
earliest  to  the  finish  of  the  spawning  of  the  latest 
run  fish. 

Nearly  all  the  purely  summer-season  rivers — 
those  that  have  but  the  one  natural  migration, 
which  is  in  June,  July,  and  August,  when  salmon, 
grilse,  and  sea  trout  all  go  up  together — had  the 
spawning  in  them  early  finished  this  season ; 
early  indeed  relatively,  and  most  fortunately 
also  before  the  heavy  rains  and  fiooding  had 
much  more  than  commenced,  for  considering  the 
meagre  show  of  siiawners  forward  in  most 
lengths  of  water,  it  was  specially  fortunate  that 
practically  all  the  spawn  was  deposited  at  a time, 
and  in  a height  of  water  when  it  could  he 
deposited  only  in  the  safer  redds.  Almost  all 
the  rivers  of  this  description  have  but  short 
courses  ; their  spawning  season  lasts  little  more 
than  three  weeks  at  the  very  longest,  in  some  cases 
not  more  than  a fortnight ; generally  it  com- 
mences about  the  end  of  October,  and  every- 
where it  is  practically  through  by  the  _ end 
of  November.  The  smolts  of  these  rivers, 
go  down  to  the  sea  early,  and  having  but  a 
short  distance  to  run,  they  quickly  all  clear 
out,  their  migration  rarely  lasting  over  a fort- 
night. On  this  point  I may  remark  that  inthe  case 
of  most  rivers  the  duration  of  the  smolt  migra- 
tion corresponds  in  extent  of  time  veiy  nearly 
with  that  of  the  spawning  season.  Accordingly 
the  longer  the  duration  of  the  spawning  season 
the  longer  as  a rule  that  of  the  smolt  migration, 
and  vice  versa.  This,  I believe,  however,  to  arise 
chiefly  from  the  relative  lengths  of  the  rivers  and 
to  have  little  to  do  with  transmitted  instinct. 
From  the  head  waters  of  the  long-season  rivers 
the  smolts  having  a long  distance  to  travel 
reccssarily  take  a long  time  to  get  to  the  sea,  and 
this  accordingly  accounts  for  tho  long  duration 


of  tho  smolt  descent  in  the  rivers  which  from 
having  three  races  of  breeders  have  a long 
spawning  season,  and  the  smolts  of  which  in  the 
lengths  of  water  near  the  sea  descend  very  early, 
perhaps  before  those  in  the  far  inland  roaches 
(the  offspring  of  the  much  earlier  spawning  spring 
fish)  have,  as  a result  of  the  much  colder  water  of 
their  habitat,  donned  the  smolt  dross  and  com- 
menced their  seaward  journey. 

To  speak  of  it  in  an  unrestricted  sense,  the 
stock  of  breeders  in  the  rivers  of  Scotland  this 
season  cannot  he  called  anything  but  a poor  one. 
The  reasons  that  have  to  he  set  down  as  prin- 
cipally accounting  for  this  are  the  great  drought 
that  was  cxjicriencod  in  summer  and  early 
autumn,  the  jioverty  of  the  grilse  run  in  summer, 
tho  failure  of  the  fish  to  get  inland  during  the 
weekly  close  time  in  summer  owing  to  tho 
drought,  the  nets  in  coiiseciuonco  having  secured 
a greater  proportion  of  them  than  usual,  and  the 
almost  uii))rccedcuted  .scarcity  of  the  hack-end 
fish  in  the  largo  and  long  season  rivers  in  the 
autumn.  In  every  river  without  exception  there 
was  neither  in  summer,  when  they  run,  so  much 
as  a fair  head  of  grilse  getting  inland,  nor  was 
there  this  past  autumn  at  all  a decent  show  of 
them  on  tho  s]iawning  beds.  In  anything  like 
usual  strength,  it  is  clear  that  grilse  were  not, 
did  not,  exist  this  ])ast  summer,  and  it  has  now 
come  to  he  genei’ally  believed  that  for  this  tho 
great  ice  Hood  and  raking  of  the  spawn  beds  in 
the  end  of  January,  1892,  must  have  accounted. 
Any  connection,  however,  it  could  not  have  had 
with  the  scarcity  of  the  large  fish  of  the  autumn 
migration. 

In  some  of  the  rivers,  by  reason  of  the  flood 
or  two  that  came  tolerably  early,  there  was  pro- 
mise in  September  that  at  least  a middling  good 
back-end  season  would  be  realised.  But  the 
drought  in  most  districts  still  continued  as 
steadily  as  ever,  and  not  until  into  October  had 
many  of  the  rivers  been  more  than  once  in  right 
order  for  fish  running.  Even  in  October  there 
were  numbers  of  rivers  wliich  only  once  were 
flooded,  and  were  all  the  rest  of  the  month  in  a 
dead  low  state.  I'lsli  had  hardly  a chance  of 
getting  up.  and  hut  precious  few  sought.  The 
back-end  fish  have  not  come  on  in  half  their 
annual  strength  this  year  not  even  yet,  ami  now 
all  that  were  of  them  to  come  have  come  it  is 
certain.  The  low  waters  at  first  kept  them  in 
the  nether  reaches  of  the  rivers,  but  afterwards, 
and  especially  in  Novenihei’,  the  repeated  heavy 
floods  gave  every  facility  for  ascent  and  ad- 
mitted of  dispersion.  Never  in  my  time  have  I 
seen  a succession  of  such  splendid  drawing 
waters  ; everything — water,  wind,  open  weather 
—has  been  most  encouraging  for  taking  fish 
inland  for  tw'o  months  past,  and  yet  there  is  not 
half  the  usual  stock  of  autumn  fish  this  year. 
They  are  well  dispersed  along  the  sections  of 
river  they  are  wont  to  frequent  in  the  breeding 
season,  hut  just  now  when  their  spawning  in 
most  rivers  should  he  ripest,  their  show  on  the 
redds  is  miserably  poor.  In  the  Tweed  and  some 
of  the  Solway  district  rivers  the  spawning  of  the 
late-run  fish  is  little  more  than  commenced  yet, 
hence  there  is  the  hope  that  should  the  water 
now  go  in  pretty  well  rather  through  drought 
than  frost,  the  spawning  season  may  eventuate 
satisfactorily.  Generally  speaking,  the  rivers 
which  have  an  autumn  run  have  not  yet  in  re- 
spect of  the  spawning  of  the  fish  of  that  run  got 
into  a state  likely  to  cause  any  ova  to  be  lost. 
If  they  should  continue  in  good  volume,  never 
getting  below  medium  winter  height,  until  the 
hatching  out  of  the  ova,  then  I think  that  fairly 
good  results  may  be  expected,  notwithstanding 
the  poor  head  of  fish.  There  has  been  no  frost 
to  speak  of  to  do  any  harm  so  far ; and  if  now 
at  this  critical  time  the  rivers  do  not  again  get 
into  great  flood,  but  rather  fall  steadily  down,  the 
great  mass  of  the  autumn  fish  will  spawn  under 
the  best  of  conditions  and  in  the  very  safest  of 
redds. 

Spring  fish,  or  rather  early  fish,  have  for  some 
time  past,  encouraged  by  the  fine-airted  winds 
and  drawing  waters,  been  on  the  run  up  a few  of 
the  early  rivers  in  from  fair  to  good  numbers  oft' 
and  on,  as  has  been  noticed  by  ohservei's  when 
conditions  admitted  of  observation.  How  slowly 
they  run  at  this  season  when  the  ivater  is  icy 
cold  as  compared  with  their  speed  in  summer  is 
j a rather  remarkable  fact,  and  one  upon  which,  I 
believe,  temperature  has  a distinct  hearing. 
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“ A COPY  of  this  book  will  be  seub,  post  free,  on 
receipt  of  twelve  stamps,  which  may  bo  deducted 
from  the  value  of  the  first  order  if  for  10s.  and 
upwards." 

We  can  safely  advise  any  of  our  readers  to 
invest  Is.  in  making  themselves  a New  Year’s 
present  of  Mr.  ^Yalbran’s  viajnum  ojjus,  and 
shall  1)0  surprised  if  they  are  not  induced  from 
an  examination  of  it  to  obtain  during  the  season 
some  of  the  things  described  and  illustrated  so 
fully  in  its  pages. 

For  this  is  simply  a wondei'ful  jcroducLion,  so 
good,  in  fact,  that  we  shall  have  a copy  bound, 
not  only  for  reference  but  as  a welcome  addition 
to  our  angling  library.  We  can  easily  imagine 
that  it  must  have  cost  Mr.  Walbrau  many  months 
of  hard  work  and  a small  fortune  in  money  to 
produce  such  an  attractive  bOU  pages.  To  begin 


wading  down  a gravel  shallow,  so  that  he  can  fish 
the  best  of  the  ])ool  formed  by  the  junction  of 
the  mill  stream  with  the  main  river. 

The  third  plate  is  called  “ Salmon  Fishing,” 
and  shows  Mr.  Fraser  Sandeman  (autbor  of  that 
delightful  book  “ By  tiook  and  By  Crook  ”j,  in 
undress  salmon  fishing  costume,  standing  on 
“Dickey’s  Stone”  in  the  Cumberland  Eden. 
Facing  this  picture  is  Mr.  Wm.  Murdoch's  most 
valuable  article  on  salmon  fishing. 

The  last  of  the  four  new  plates  is  a reproduc- 
tion of  a ])ike  fishing  picture  which  appeared 
originally  in  Black  <ui(l  White,  and  any  pike 
angler  who  has  not  read  Mr.  .lardinc’s  “Pike 
and  T’erch  Fishing”  article  in  this  annual 
will  thank  us  for  calling  his  attention  to  it  if 
ho  reads  it.  “ Sea  Fishing  as  a Sport  ” will 
attract  sea  anglers,  especially  as  it  is  by  John 
Bickerdyke. 

Thanks  to  Mr.  AV^albran's  kindness  we  are  able 
to  reproduce  two  of  his  special  pictures,  viz , 
“ Summer  Trout  Fishing”  and  “Winter  Gravlino- 
Pishing.”  “ 

Another  new  and  excellent  feature  in  the 
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.SOME  UAY.S  ON  THE  WELLAND. 


By  David  Wilson. 

The  Welland  is  famous  for  the  size  of 
its  dace  and  roach,  especially  the  former, 
which  are  not  exceeded  in  weight,  on  an 
average,  I believe,  by  those  of  any  river  in  the 
Kingdom.  I first  came  to  visit  the  Welland 
a few  years  ago  through  a few  friends  who 
were  in  the  habit  of  going  down  periodically  to  a 
little  inn,  the  Ship,  at  St.  James’s  Deeping,  and 
fishing  the  waters  of  an  association  formed  in  that 
neighbourhood  some  considerable  time  ago,  and 
in  the  inception  and  formation  of  which  Mr.  S.  B. 
Sharpe,  of  Market  Deeping,  took  a leading  part. 
The  subscription  is  only  a guinea  a year,  and  day 
tickets  may  be  had  for  a shilling  apiece.  There 
is  an  extensive  stretch  of  water  to  fish,  from  above 
Market  Deeping  to  some  distance  below  St. 
James’s  Deeping,  and  there  is  good  sport  for  both 
the  bottom  and  fly-fisher,  with  a few  pike,  though 
of  no  very  great  size,  to  begot  in  their  season.  ° 


at  the  beginning,  the  cover  is  a bright  and  pleasant 
bit  of  colour  printing ; then,  in  addition  to  the 
piscatorial  hints  by  well  known  angling  w^riters 
which  have  appeared  in  previous  editions,  we 
have  two  new  original  articles,  one  by  Mr.  Wm. 
Senior  (“  Red  Spinner”),  and  the  other  by  Mr. 
C.  H.  Cook  (“John  Bickei'dyke  ”),  so  that,  apart 
from  the  commercial  side,  we  have  plenty  of 
reading  matter  in  the  Annual. 

But  the  new  feature  of  the  Annual  is  a series 
of  four  entirely  new  full-page  plates,  represent- 
ing “Summer  Trout  Fishing  on  the  Wharfe, 
near  Pool,”  a capital  picture  of  Mr.  Senior  and 
Mr.  Walbran  resting  at  a fence.  It  is  evidently 
a broiling  hot  day,  and  Mr.  Senior  has  got  his 
hat  off  and  his  eyes  fixed  in  the  direction  of 
the  White  Hart,  just  across  the  meadow.  The 
next  plate  is  of  a grayling  stream  on  the 
Yore,  below  Tanfield  Mill.  It  is  a mid-winter 
scene  of  much  beauty  : snow  everywhere,  except 
where  the  land  is  submerged  by  the  dark  rapid 
river,  in  the  centre  of  which  Mr.  Walbran  is 

*Walbran’s  Anglers’  Annual,  1891.  Published  at 
19,  Now  Station-street,  Leeds, 


ER  Grayling  Fishing. — Tanfield  Mill  on  the 
(From  “ Walbra-n's  Anglers’  Annual.") 

Annual  is  that  it  is  divided  into  six  sections,  each 
section  being  complete,  thus  : — 

Section  I.  Trout  and  Grayling. 

„ II.  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout. 

„ III.  Pike  and  Coarse  Fishing. 

„ IV.  Sea  Fishing. 

,,  V.  Waterproof  Department. 

,,  VI.  Sundry  Department. 

This  adds  greatly  to  the  convenience  of  what 
we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  is  one  of  the 
finest,  most  complete,  and  best  illustrated  cata- 
logues we  have  ever  seen ; in  fact  in  many 
respects  it  is  rjuite  unique. 


With  this,  our  last  number  for  1893,  we  beg  to 
wish  each  and  all  of  our  readers  a very  Pros- 
perous and  in  every  way  Successful  New 
Year.  V/e  should  like  to  ask  our  readers,  and  do 
ask  them,  to  help  us  to  make  the  Fishing  Gazette 
more  interesting  and  useful,  and  they  can  do  so 
easily  by  getting  friends  wdio  at  present  do  not 
take  it  to  do  so.  We  are  always  glad  to  send 
specimen  copies  to  likely  quarters, 


Yore. 


j It  was  about  the  time  of  one  of  the  August 
bank  holidays  that  I made  my  first  essay  in 
fishing  for  dace  and  roach  with  a fly.  On  the 
Saturday  my  friends  and  I drove  to  Market 
Deeping,  they  proceeding  to  the  head  of  the 
water  to  begin  fishing,  and  leaving  me  to  yarn 
with  Mr.  Sharpe,  who  was  confined  to  the  bouse 
, by  a temporary  indisposition.  After  a pleasant 
j chat  I was  driven  back  to  a point  halfway  between 
the  two  places,  where  my  friends  were  to  rejoin 
me  later  on.  The  river,  which  at  this  part 
divides  Lincolnshire  and  Northamptonshire,  was 
j formerly  canalised,  and  I was  deposited  at  a 
I disused  lock  below  which  there  was  a pool  of  cou- 
; siderable  size.  The  fish  were  rising  merrily  here 
I in  the  warm  sunshine,  and  I,  knowing  absolutdy 
I nothing  of  what  fish  beyond  roach  and  dace  were 
in  the  river,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  one  fish 
: rising  steadily  on  the  far  side  of  the  pool  under  a 
j .spreading  willow,  was  a trout,  and  proceeded  to 
fish  for  him  with  the  orthodox  dry  fly  on  fine 
gut  from  below.  Time  after  time  I floated  the 
fly  accurately  across  him,  and  he  paid  not  the 
slightest  attention,  though  still  continuing  to 
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rise.  I then  rigp;ed  tip  a cast  of  three  Bmall  flies 
and  fished  them,  first  dry  and  afterwards  wet, 
with  the  same  result.  Still  persevering,  I changed 
to  a stouter  gut,  and  mounted  a small  “ Silver 
Doctor.”  By-and-by  I was  rewarded  by  hooking 
a fish,  which  went  olf  with  a rush  and  flew  tip  and 
down  the  pool  in  a decidedly  lively  fashion.  I 
had  played  it  for  about  a couple  of  minutes 
when  my  friends  came  trooping  over  the  litfle 
bridge  above,  and,  glancing  at  the  position, 
demanded  what  I had  got  hold  of  there.  “ A 
trout,”  replied  I,  witli  every  confidence.  There 
was  a derisive  shout  of  laughter,  and  the  answer 
came,  “ Wh}^  there’s  not  a trout  in  the  river.” 
I felt  rather  small,  and  my  chagrin  was  tnereased 
when,  after  a few  minutes’  more  play,  the  landing 
net  was  slijtped  under  the  fish  and  it  turned  out 
to  ba  a jack  of  about  2.yb.  weight.  I was  told 
that  the  fish  still  rising  all  over  the  pool  were 
roach  and  dace,  and  that  they  rarely  took  a fly 
in  that  particular  spot.  Still  1 was  not  convinced. 
I rather  prided  myself  on  knowing  the  rise  of 
a trout  when  I saw  it,  so  .as  a sort  of  forlorn  hope, 
I rigged  up  a small  Devon  minnow  and  sent  it 


a residence  there  of  forty  years  not  only  never 
heard  of  a trout  being  taken,  but  had  actually 
never  before  seen  a trout  of  any  kind.  The  only 
explanation  offered  of  the  mystery  was  that  the 
fish  was  one  that  had  strayed  from  the  upper 
waters  near  Stamford,  whore  another  associa- 
tion had  stocked  their  part  of  the  liver 
with  trout  ; or  that  it  was  a solitary 
survivor  of  .a  number  of  fry  put  in  near 
Mai'ket  Deeping  by  tbe  Marquis  of  Exeter 
many  years  before.  The  fish  which  I thus  so 
luckily,  or  perbajis  it  would  be  more  appi’0]n’iato 
to  say  fhikily,  came  across,  w.as  a male,  beauti- 
fully marked,  well  sha])ed,  in  good  condition, 
and  weighed  ‘2,jlb.  'I’he  rest  of  that  (hay's 
sport  is  hardly  worth  detailing;  but  T caught 
my  first  roach  and  d.ace  with  .a  fly,  and 
when  evening  came  we  had  altogether  a 
fairly  miscellaneous  catch,  as  there  were  some 
nice  perch  in  the  old  lock,  and  my  friends  had 
been  busy  with  both  juste  and  gentles.  On  the 
morrow,  the  day  being  bot  and  thundery-looking, 
we  decided  not  to  go  far  from  home,  so  we  punted 
across  to  the  Nortliamjiton  side, a little  below  the 


times  doing  a chuck  of  thirty  to  forty  yards. 
The  rise  continued  after  the  storm  had  spent 
itself,  and  1 had  really  wonderful  sport,  far- 
better  than  1 had  ever-  expected.  It  was  some- 
times rather  a ticklish  job  getting  a good-sized 
roach  to  land  througli  the  weeds,  but  if  I lost 
one  now  and  then  I did  not  fret.  Thorold,  the 
keeper  of  the  inn,  who  was  also  keeper  to  the 
association,  had  thoughtfully  seirt  us  out  a hot 
luncheon,  with  unlimited  beer,  .and  on  the  mes.sen- 
ger’s  return  my  basket  w.as  i'C(juisitioned.  Thougli 
it  was  one  of  Earlow’s  biggest,  it  was  verj’’ 
nearly  filled.  On  counting  out  the  fish  after- 
wards the  total  reached  forty  i-oach  .and  dace,  the 
weight  being  over  181b.  Most  of  my  com- 
]).anions  had  been  e(|ually  successful,  and  we  had 
returned  a good  many  of  the  sm.aller  fish,  tin 
the  following  day  wo  had  one  or  two  acces- 
sions to  our  number-,  and  it  was  srrggested 
that  wo  should  have  a sweepstake  for  the  largest 
roach.  As  often  happens  in  such  ca.ses,  the 
winner-  was  a comparative  novice,  who  caught 
very  few  fish.  So  bar  as  my  recollection  goes,  the 
winning  fish  was  close  nporr  dlb.  in  weight.  As 


across  to  where  I had  spotted  the  supposed 
trout.  I was  using  one  of  (jrillet’s  whole  cane 
rods,  which  I found  very  useful  for  gener-al  work 
in  those  days,  so  I had  rro  difliculty  iir  covering 
the  fifteen  or  sixteerr  yards  between  nre  and  tbe 
fish.  _ An  old  and  respected  member  of  the  Pis- 
catorial Society  who  had  come  to  look  on, 
and  who,  though  facile  'princeps  with  the 
maggot  and  cheese,  had  never  dorre  any 
fly  - fishing,  thought  it  looked  very  simple. 
He  was  rather  astonished  when  I allowed  him  to 
try,  shortening  the  line  by  five  or-  six  yards  for 
the  purpose,  to  find  that  his  efforts  resulted  in 
fixing  the  triangles  in  the  back  of  his  coat  collar. 
I had  not  long  resumed  when  my  per.severance 
was  fully  rewarded, and  I againstruckafish, which, 
though  pronounced  by  my  frierrds  to  be  another 
jack,  proved  on  being  landed,  alter  an  arduous 
time  in  keeping  it  out  of  the  weeds,  to  be  a trout 
indeed,  and  a very  fine  specimerr  of  its  kind. 
Everybody  was  nonplussed,  as  such  a thing  as  a 
trout  had  never  been  heard  of  in  that  part  of  the 
river,  and;  the  rural  blacksmith,  through  whose 
garden  I had  come  to  reach  the  pool,  hacl  during 


inn.  I did  not  even  put  on  fishing  boots,  for 
wbicb  I was  sorry  afterwards.  I took  with  me  a 
new  rod  with  a telescopic  butt,  an  invention  of 
the  genial  ” Red  Spinner,”  which  he  had  given 
me  for  the  ])urpose  of  practically  testing  its 
merits.  It  could  be  shortened  or  lengthened, 
when  necessary,  by  some  18  inches,  a very 
desirable  thing  under  some  circumstances.  We 
strolled  about  half  a mile  up  the  river,  tbe  fish 
showing  but  little  inclination  to  rise,  the  w.ater 
being  as  clear  as  gl.ass.  Suddeiily  down  came  the 
thunderstorm  we  had  been  expecting,  .and  as 
there  was  no  shelter,  w-e  soon  got  soaked.  As 
there  w.as  nothing  to  be  gained  by  making  for 
home  through  the  long  grass,  w-e  decided  to  go  on 
fishing,  and,  curiously  enough,  we  found  the  fish 
in  the  middle  of  the  storm  madly  on  rhe  rise.  1 
confined  my  fishing  to  a short  stretch  at  a bend  of 
the  river,  and  using  a cast  of  three  flies,  consisting 
of  a Coch-y-Bondhu,  Red  Tag,  and  a small  hackle, 
I was  soon  busy.  Having  come  out  with  really 
little  intention  of  fishing,  I had  brought  neither 
basket  Jior  landing-net,  so  as  I landed  the  fish 
I threw  them  one  by  one  to  a central  spot,  some- 


no  one  seemed  to  fancy  the  corner  I had  fished  on 
! the  previous  day  I decided  to  stick  to  it,  as  it  was 
within  easy  distance.  The  weather  was  again 
bright  and  calm,  so  I used  finer  gut  and  smaller 
hooks.  With  the  exception  that  the  number  of 
flies  was  three,  the  tackle  was  very  similar  to  that 
I have  employed  in  li.shing  for  grayling  on  the  Test 
and  Itchen.  I fished  np  stre.am,  just  as  I would 
on  those  famous  rivers,  floating  my  flies  in  the 
usual  manner.  Most  of  my  companions  pre- 
ferred to  fish  down  stream  with  sunk  fly,  using, 
as  a rule,  a good-sized  “Coachman”  for  a 
stretcher,  and  a Coch-y-Bondhu  or  Red  Palmer 
I as  dropper.  In  this  w.ay  they  perhaps  got  heavier 
fish  on  the  average,  and  by  using  stronger 
gut  had  less  difliculty  in  landing  their 
fish,  but  1 consider  there  was  no  comparison  in 
the  matter  of  sport.  I discovered  that  though  it 
was  possible  to  scare  the  i-oach,  it  did  not  take 
long  to  restore  confidence,  and  a few  minutes 
was  sufficient  to  allow  a shoal  that  had  been 
disturbed  to  settle,  f fished  the  stretch  I have 
described  over  and  over  many  times.  When  I 
got  to  the  top,  I retired  some  distance  from  the 
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bank  and  leisurely  made  my  way  to  the  lower 
end  to  resume.  I did  not  by  any  means  always 
cast  at  rising  fish,  and  indeed  as  a rule  I could 
see  the  shoal  turn  and  follow  the  flies  in  the 
peculiar  manner  no  doubt  familiar  to  all  who 
have  fished  for  roach  with  a fly,  often  to  rise 
and  miss  the  hook,  and  not  seldom  to  turn  slowly 
back  after  a close  inspection  of  the  lures  with- 
out breaking  the  water.  1 never  could  take  the 
trouble  to  weigh  individual  fish  on  the  river 
bank,  unless  they  were  of  the  salmon  kind,  but 
on  this  occasion  I had  resolved  to  rctixrn  every 
roach  that  I judged  to  be  under  half  a pound, 
and  all  dace  that  were  not  of  fair  size.  At  the 
end  of  the  day  I had  thus  retiirned  more 
than  I kept,  and  wound  up  witli  twenty-four  fish 
that  weighed  very  nearly  as  much  as  the  forty  of 
the  day  before  A third  of  these  were  dace,  one 
or  two  of  which  were  c(uite  three-quarters  of  a 
pound  in  weight.  These  dace,  indeed,  give  very 
pretty  sport,  and  there  are  certain  parts  of  the 
river  which  they  frequent,  separating  themselves 
from  the  T'oach.  They  rise  freely,  Imt  are  very 
difficult  to  hook,  no  matter  how  quickly  you 
strike.  I may  say,  en  passavl,  that  I do  not 
quite  )»elieve  in  that  very  quick  striking  for  dace 
and  grayling  which  most  anglers  profess  to  be 
the  correct  thing.  I have  not  found  it  the  most 
successful  method  in  pi’actice.  I discovered  in 
dealing  with  the  AVelland  dace  that  small  hackle 
flies,  as  soft  as  possible,  did  most  execution,  and 
when  fished  floating  but  not  quite  dry.  Winged 
flies  were  very  effective  in  rising  the  fish,  but 
either  they  were  quick  to  realise  the  imposture 
and  eject  them,  or,  as  I think  more  probable, 
the  stiff  dry  wings  prevented  their  getting 
them  into  their  small  mouths.  However,  as 
I have  said,  they  give  very  pretty  sport,  and 
I do  not  know  that  an  occasional  day’s  fishing 
for  roach  and  dace  on  the  Welland  is  not 
quite  as  enjoyable  as  one  on  the  more  sought- 
after  waters  of  the  Test  and  similar  rivers,  where 
often  a day’s  ardumas  whipping  of  the  stream  is 
rewarded  by  but  a brace  of  the  more  aristocratic 
grayling.  There  be  chubs,  too,  in  the  Welland, 
and  1 have  a lively  remembrance  of  the  first  rush 
made  by  one  weighing  3|lb.,  which  took  my 
small  hackle  on  fine  gut  while  trying  for  dace 
in  a shady  corner.  These  fish  are,  I believe, 
frequently  caught  up  to  51b.  with  so  simple  a 
bait  as  cheese.  The  angler  who  has  never  done 
any  fishing  cf  this  sort  can  be  confidently 
recommended  to  try  the  expei’iment  of  a trip  to 
St.  James’s  Deeping.  The  Welland  is  more 
easily  reached  than  most  of  the  famous  Hamp- 
shire streams,  and,  if  the  accommodation  at  the 
Ship  Inn  is  somewhat  primitive,  the  charges  are 
— or,  at  all  events,  were — extremely  moderate, 
and  the  fare  wholesome  and  abundant. 


THE  UPPER  IREON. 


By  W.  C.  E.  S. 

The  Irfon,  one  of  the  prettiest  of  Welsh  trout 
waters,  is  essentially  a Brecon  stream  from  its 
source  to  the  point  at  which  it  discharges  itself 
into  the  magnificent  River  Wye.  It  rises  under 
Nant-y-Stalwyn  and  flows  for  some  three  or  four 
miles  over  a range  of  wild  moorland,  until  it 
reaches  the  fall  at  the  Wolfs  Leap.  Above  this 
fall  trout  are  numerous,  but  small,  running 
about  six  or  eight  to  the  pound ; fishermen 
seldom  hold  it  worth  their  while  to  try  for 
them. 

Tlio  AVolf’s  Leap  is  the  first  important  place, 
from  an  angler’s  point  of  view,  that  need  be 
noticed.  Here  the  stream  flows  between  two 
large  masses  of  turf-covered  rock,  about  five  yards 
apart,  at  the  head  of  the  rugged  Abergwessyn 
valley,  and  rushes  down  into  a deep  cataract  mill 
formed  by  its  continual  action  in  the  bed  of  the 
rock.  The  canon  was  probably  named  the  Wolfs 
Leap  in  the  days  when  wolves  were  more  common 
in  the  I’rincipality  than  are  foxes  at  the  present 
time.  Certain  it  is  that  should  any  fleeing  wolf 
have  cleared  that  chasm  at  any  time,  few  hounds 
or  horses  could  have  followed  such  a daring  lead 
— oven  in  the  days  when  ferocity  and  recklessness 
were  conspicuous  traits  in  the  natures  of  both 
hounds  and  huntsmen. 

Immediately  below  the  Wolf’s  Leap  many  a big 
trout  has  succumbed  to  the  manipulations  of  fly, 
minnow,  and  w'orm.  Hero  arc  sundry  deep  boles 
where  great  fish  love  to  lurk,  awaiting  their 


0]i]iortunity  to  dash  forth  upon  the  nimble  samlet 
and  the  lesser  fry  that  abound.  Here  the 
seductions  of  the  “ dip-minnow,”  as  the  gorge 
bait  is  termed  in  these  parts,  are  generally  too 
powerful  for  the  large  cannibalistic /urio ; and 
though  nought  but  the  artificial  fly  is  permitted 
by  the  Association,  it  is  a notorious  fact  that 
several  two  and  even  three-pounders  meet  their 
fate  every  season  at  the  hands  of  certain  wily 
workers  of  the  “ sink  and  draw”  bait. 

From  the  Wolfs  Leap  to  the  church  at  Aber- 
gwessyn,  a distance  of  some  two  miles  or  more, 
the  Irfon  flows  through  a wild  but  beautiful  valley. 
Here  and  there  on  its  course  it  forms  placid  brown 
pools  interspersed  by  inviting  ripples,  whilst  a 
few  hundred  yards  above  the  church  three  ranges 
of  rocks  break  the  stream  into  numerous  cascades, 
some  of  which  fall  into  deep  hollow-sounding 
holes  that  shelter  many  a speckled  beauty. 
Immediately  below  the  church  ai’e  two  good  pools, 
where  we  have  landed  several  pounders  and  occa- 
sionally something  hettc-r,  when  the  south  wind 
has  been  playing  on  the  stream  in  the  tender 
fashion  so  well  beloved  of  anglers. 

On  fho  farther  side  of  the  clnu’ch  stands  the 
Grouse  Inn,  by  mine  host  the  genial  secretary  and 
ol  Jiging  manager  of  the  Iccal  angling  association, 
of  whom  nothing  too  kind  can  be  written, 
whilst  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  in  a cosy 
cottage,  resides  friend  Williams,  a thorough 
Welshman,  and  a good  one — a lover  of  sport, 
whether  with  rod  or  gun,  and  as  sympathetic  a 
soul  as  the  wandering  fisherman  can  ever  hope  to 
meet. 

Between  the  church  and  the  river’s  bend  on  the 
flat,  the  w'ater  widens  out  somewhat,  being 
increased  by  the  Gwessyn,  which  flows  in  from 
the  valley  on  the  left.  Here  much  sport  c.an  be 
had  in  the  spring  time  with  a dark  “ March 
Brown,”  and  in  the  autumn  with  a good  scraggy 
“ Spider  fly  ” of  sombre  grey  tone.  As  the  river 
runs  over  the  flats  between  Crug  and  Llynderw, 
the  angler  will  not  find  cause  to  complain  of 
likely  water  or  goodly  fish,  should  he  cast  fly 
thereon,  when  river,  wind,  and  weather  are  all 
they  should  be.  There  is  a bit  of  ripple  by  the 
entrance  to  Crug,  just  before  the  plank  bridge  is 
reached,  that  will  w'ell  repay  afeweleau  casts.  Half 
a dozen  good  fish,  the  largest  scaling  21b.,  came 
to  us  on  one  occasion  from  this  run,  which  seldom 
fails  to  yield.  Below  the  plank  bridge  is  the  first 
pool  on  the  w'ater  that  is  properly  shadowed  by 
trees,  and  here — just  where  the  Cilant  flows  in 
from  a valley  on  the  right — is  a safe  find  for  a 
few  plucky  trout.  Not  far  below  this  point  the 
Abergwyssen  Assooiation  water  ceases,  but  its 
ending  is  in  a glorious  spot  beneath  the  alders, 
whei’e  weighty  fish  are  generally  at  borne. 

And  now  the  river  runs  on  for  a mile  or  more 
by  the  left  of  the  I’oad  leading  to  Llanwrtyd.  Its 
banks  are  well  shaded  by  bushes,  and  from  here 
right  dowm  to  the  Wye  the  “Alder  fly  ” will  draw 
as  well  as  any  other.  A few  scores  of  yards 
further  on  stands  the  farmhouse  of  Naiit-y-Brain, 
under  which  the  Brain,  or  “ Crow,”  brook  flows 
in  from  a good  dingle  for  woodcock  between  the 
hills  on  the  right.  Crows  are  wont  to  perform 
their  ablations  in  the  Brain  high  up  in  the  valley, 
and  hence  the  name  of  this  streamlet,  though 
why  these  birds  should  so  patronise  this 
particular  brook  no  one  seems  to  know.  From 
the  pool  where  the  Brain  is  received  by  the  Irfon, 
a goodly  fish  or  two  can  generally  be  induced  to 
come  in  response  to  a fitting  invitation  given  at  a 
propitious  time. 

From  here  right  down  to  Kildee,  a distance  of 
five  miles  or  more,  the  fishing  is  in  the  hands  of 
private  individuals,  and  is  well  preserved  ; but  as 
it  is  easy  for  anglers  to  get  leave  on  certain  parts 
of  these  waters,  it  may  not  be  uninteresting  to 
trace  the  river’s  course  awhile,  a trout  stream 
being  to  the  ardent  fisherman  like  a well- writ 
book,  in  the  contemplation  hereof  there  is  much 
secret  enjoyment  to  those  who  can  read  and 
possess  the  soul  to  appreciate. 

Below  Nant-y-Brain  the  I’wll-bo  water  follows 
on,  where  dark  pools,  rocky  holes,  and  sparkling 
runs  abound.  Here  we  have  taken  fish  that 
might  have  been  reckoned  heroes,  both  for  fight 
and  size ; indeed,  as  we  write  these  lines,  a 
specimen  of  one  set  up  by  Ward,  that  pulled  the 
scale  at  01b.  9oz.,  hangs  on  the  wall  above,  and 
others  exist  within  a rifle  shot,  etjually  cunning 
and  strong  to  subdue — C(|ually  fair  to  contem- 
plate, A little  “Whirling  Blue,”  driven  by  a 


9ft.  rod  well  under  the  hazels,  brought  this  big 
trout  to  the  net  on  the  Pvvll-bo  water,  and 
another  yet  larger  has  been  seen  near  the  place 
where  the  old  fish  died. 

Penbont,  with  its  mysterious  rock-pools  and  the 
big  sheep-pool, comes  next  in  order.  Below  the  rock- 
pool  in  a swirling  run  lies  many  a two-pounder 
on  full  water,  and  here  the  “ Heavy  Devon”  has 
oft  caused  dire  destruction  of  a morning  when 
fish  have  been  wanted  and  the  fly  has  been  useless. 
The  sheep-pool,  one  of  the  biggest  on  the  upper 
waters,  is  a beautiful  sight  on  a summer  day  when 
the  river  is  bright  and  low.  By  creeping  over 
the  bank  one  can  see  the  great  trout  sailing  about 
in  a dignified  manner  among  the  smaller  fish. 
Anon,  they  will  spot  the  observer  and  dart  aw^ay, 
with  an  angry  switch  of  their  tails,  into  un- 
explored recesses  neath  the  rocks  that  doubtless 
hold  even  more  weighty  denizens  than  them- 
selves. At  this  point  the  mountains  assume  the 
woeded  covering  so  precious  to  the  gunner,  and 
Ihe  occasional  crow'  of  a cock  pheasant  breaks  the 
silence  of  this  lone  and  lovely  valleys. 

Now  the  river  swings  round  to  the  right, 
rushing  over  a rocky  oak-shaded  fall  and  rip})ling 
gently"  into  the  Cwmirfen  pool,  abeve  which,  on  a 
wooded  knell  jutting  out  from  the  mountain  side 
on  the  right,  stands  one  of  the  most  perfect  little 
shooting  boxes  in  the  three  kingdoms.  This  box 
nestles  among  oaks,  firs,  shrubs,  fruit  trees, 
and  flowers,  and  has  received  probably  more  of 
the  big  Irfon  trout  than  any  other  house  in  the 
county.  Cwmirfon  pool  holds  good  fish,  but 
rarely  yields  them,  as  it  is  rarely  fished ; on  a 
flood,  however,  several  brace  of  trout  are  bagged 
in  the  broad  runs  above  and  below,  which  are  then 
full  of  heavy  feeding  fish.  Prom  Cwmirfon  to  the 
Neuadd  lies  a splendid  stretch  of  likely  water; 
neither  is  it  disajipointing,  save  to  an  angler  who 
expects  to  kill  on  all  waters  and  at  all  times 
during  the  season  ; but  few  fishermen  of  this  sort 
visit  the  Irfon. 

Dinas  water  adjoins  the  Neuadd,  and  holds 
sundry  good  casts.  It  was  here,  close  to  Llan- 
wrtyd Church,  in  fact  under  the  bridge  that 
crosses  the  road,  that  we  captured  our  first  fine 
Irfon  native  some  five  years  ago.  He  bumped 
two  and  a half  pounds,  and  was  landed  in  conse- 
quence of  yielding  to  the  charms  of  a London- 
made  “ Alder.”  He  died  game  and  cut  pink — in 
short,  he  fulfilled  perfectly  the  destiny  of  a good 
trout. 

Below  the  bridge  some  two  hundred  yards  or 
so  on  the  right  bank  reposes  the  mill,  a respectable 
institution  of  undoubted  antiquity.  Here  the 
Henog  runs  into  a large  pool,  which  also  receives 
the  mill  tail.  It  is  a fine  catch  for  good  chiib, 
and  a good  catch  for  fine  trout,  too,  on  a gentle 
breeze  from  the  right  quarter.  The  angler  can 
trust  to  the  “ Willow  fly  ” on  this  pool,  and  if 
dressed  niceand  full  the  chub  will  not  be  back- 
wai’d  in  sampling  it.  The  Henog  holds  heavy 
spawning  fish  in  the  autumn,  but,  alas,  many  of 
them  get  nobbled  there — both  in  early  morn  and 
in  the  gloaming. 

Below  the  mill  there  is  a tall  row  of  poplars, 
succeeded  by  a run  of  alder-fringed  water,  broken 
with  large  rocks,  until  within  a short  distance  of 
the  village  of  Llanwrtyd.  The  fishing  here  is 
excellent  in  .the  spring;  we  once  killed  a dozen 
handsome  trout  before  breakfast  on  this  stretch 
of  river,  which  extends  to  a distance  of  five 
hundred  ymrds  or  more,  and  might  possibly  have 
taken  doisble  the  number.  Llanwrtyd  village 
possesses  a bridge,  and  beneath  it  a deep  pool 
where  fine  trout  lie,  but  they  are  exceedingly  well 
educated,  and  one  has  to  get  up  very  early,  even 
on  the  right  mmning,  to  lay  hold  of  those  big 
village  trout.  One  young  lady  resident,  however, 
who'  ground-baited  the  pool  with  cheese,  succeeded 
in  fastening  three  or  four  of  the  wily  natives,  but 
the  finest  of  them  still  sail  about  in  perfect 
freedom  and  confidence. 

Past  the  village  Abernant  water  begins,  and 
contains  some  excellent  pocls  aird  runs.  Here 
the  Cirdin  flows  in  on  the  left  bank,  and,  some 
distance  lower  down,  the  Cleddan  joins  on  the 
right.  The  former  is  a small,  but  good  brook, 
containing  several  elecent  fish  on  full  water,  the 
latter  is  a larger  stream,  but  holels  small  trout 
only,  probably  because  it  is  followed,  “ not  wisely, 
but  too  well,”  by"  certain  industrious  travellers  of 
the  common  lodging-house  tyjie.  Abernant  flats 
extend  for  a distane-e  of  a mile  or  so,  anel  afford 
excellent  sport.  The  banks  bere  being  entirely" 
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i'lTO  I'l’oin  biislics,  aiigloi's  liavc  a fair  Hold  for 
their  lahoiir.s. 

The  Kildco  iiiul  Rabba  waters  next  come  in; 
and  from  this  point  to  the  ])laoe  below 
Llangammarcli,  where  the  Llangammarch 
Association  water  ends,  the  banks  are  much 
wooded,  and  the  river , abounds  in  pools  and  runs, 
its  character  being  very  similar  all  along.  At 
Aberdulas  the  (Brecon)  Dulas  joins  on  the  right 
bank,  and  is  one  of  the  most  perfect  streams  in 
Wales.  Dulas  trout  are  noted  for  their  ])luck 
and  flavour.  Having  on  several  occasions  made 
the  acquaintance  of  these  fish  somewhat  exten- 
sively, we  can  vouch  for  the  fact  that  their 
reputation  is  a well  deserved  one. 

Glenravon  water  extends  from  the  Rabba  to 
near  Llangamraarch  village,  where  the  river  Cam - 
march  flows  in  on  the  left  bank.  The  Cammarch 
abounds  in  trout  of  a rich  dark  colour,  somewhat 
different  in  general  appearance  to  the  Irfon  fish. 
About  half  a mile  below  the  village  on  the  right 
side  of  the  river  lies  an  artificial  lake  that 
owes  its  existence  to  the  energy  of  Mr  William 
Smith,  the  hon.  secretary  of  the  Llangammarch 
Angling  Association.  Mr.  Smith,  who  is  a keen 
sportsman  and  ever  ready  to  afford  information  to 
fishermen,  is  indefatigable  in  his  efforts  to 
preserve  and  improve  the  Association  water.  It 
may  be  as  well  to  mention  here  that  the  fishing 
on  the  lower  portion  of  the  (Brecon)  Dulas 
belongs  to  the  Llangammarch  Angling  Associa- 
tion. Day  tickets  are  issued  by  the  station- 
master,  at  a moderate  charge,  for  the  convenience 
of  the  travelling  angler. 

Close  by  the  pump-house,  just  above  the  arti- 
ficial lake,  is  situated  a fine  pool,  from  the  head 
and  tail  of  which  numerous  heavy  fish  have  been 
secured.  In  the  summer  large  chub  can  be  seen 
herein ; they  afford  entertainment  to  bottom 
fishermen  who  are  not  above  taking  the  trouble 
to  sit  tight  for  a bag.  The  Llangammarch  Asso- 
ciation water  ends  at  some  little  distance  below 
the  lake,  and  here  also  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Irfon  may  be  said  to  terminate. 

With  the  autumn  floods  numbers  of  salmon  run 
up  the  Irfon,  on  the  lower  waters  of  which  some 
of  them  may  be  taken  in  fairly  eatable  condition 
before  the  season  closes.  On  the  upper  waters, 
however,  it  is  seldom  that  a fish  arrives  in  a fit 
state  for  sport  or  consumption.  During  the  late 
autumn  and  early  winter  nights,  gangs  of  from 
eight  to  a dozen  men,  carrying  torches  and  spears, 
kill  vast  quantities  of  useless  fish  in  the  upper 
Irfon  and  its  tributaries.  These  individuals 
either  blacken  their  faces  or  cover  them  with 
sheepskin  masks,  and,  as  a rule,  turn  their  coats 
inside  out,  or  wear  long  linen  garments  over  their 
clothes,  in  order  to  avoid  identification.  No  one 
seems  to  take  the  trouble  to  check  these  night 
campaigns,  the  spoils  of  which  are  generally  cured 
and  passed  off  by  the  name  of  “ smoked  Welsh 
salmon.”  It  appears  to  be  a wide-spread 
grievance  among  the  inhabitants  on  the  Upper 
Irfon,  that  the  salmon  should  come  up  to  spawn, 
at  the  close  of  the  season,  and  return  as  soon  as 
possible  to  the  lower  waters  after  that  operation 
has  been  accomplished,  apparently  for  the  sole 
benefit  of  the  Wye  fishermen. 

Below  the  Llangammarch  Association  water 
the  fishing  is  in  the  hands  of  riparian  owners,  and 
though  the  Irfon  throughout  its  entire  course  is, 
as  a trout  stream,  both  beautiful  and  good,  yet 
would  we  swear  by  its  upper  in  preference  to  its 
lower  waters — not  only  for  variety  and  beauty  of 
scenery,  but  also  on  account  of  the  hope  of  reward 
which  ever  sweeteneth  labour. 


SOME  LIKELY  CHUB  SWIMS  ON 
THE  GREAT  OUSE. 

Now  that  the  season  has  approached  when  the 
delightful  sport  of  winter  chub  fishing  may  be 
indulged  in,  it  may  perhaps  be  of  benefit  to  those 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  who  desire  to 
pursue  that  sport  by  the  banks  of  this  river,  if  I 
point  out  to  them  a few  of  the  most  likely  places 
where  they  would  find  the  loggerheads  at  home, 
and  one  of  the  very  best  of  these  is  kn'own  locally 
as  Lees  Brook.  This  stream  runs  out  of  the  main 
river  in  about  the  centre  of  Brampton  W ale,  and 
after  pursuing  a somewhat  circuitous  course  for  a 
little  over  a mile,  rejoins  the  main  stream  by  the 
side  of  Bleakley’s  Grove,  Godmanchester. 

The  best  way  to  get  at  it  -would  be  from  God- 


Tuauebester,  and  the  angler  would  find  the  services 
of  William  Maulden,  of  that  town,  very  useful  in 
indicating  the  exact  places  where  the  best  fish  are 
likely  to  be  found.  When  the  winter  frosts  and 
Hoods  have  rotted  and  cleared  away  the  weeds  the 
greater  ]>art  of  it  is  navigable,  especially  if  a flat- 
bottomed  boat  be  used,  and  this  could  be  obtained 
from  Mfiulden.  Throughout  the  whole  of  its 
length  there  ai’e  to  be  found  those  deep  pools 
which  appear  so  exactly  to  suit  the  habits  of  the 
chub.  Strange  to  say  they  are  but  seldom  fished 
for  there  in  the  winter.  Occasionallj'  a small 
spoon  is  tried,  whilst  not  unfrec|uently  a good  fish 
is  taken  by  the  pike  fisherman,  but  the  most 
killing  winter  baits,  pith  or  cheese,  are  rarely 
employed. 

In  the  summer  the  stream  is  well  patronised 
by  the  fly-fisher,  and  the  chub,  in  consequence, 
are  educated  to  such  a high  degree  of  perfection 
that  only  those  who  excel  in  the  art  can  hope  to 
tempt  them  to  rise. 

One  beautiful  summer's  evening  of  the  present 
year  (August  5),  in  company  wdth  a friend  who 
dearly  loves  fly-fishing  for  chub,  we  visited  this 
stream.  The  water  was  in  perfect  condition,  and 
the  fish  there  in  any  quantities,  rising  at  the 
naturals  all  over  the  shop;  but  our  united 
efforts,  carried  on  with  unceasing  perseverance 
for  a couple  of  hours,  resulted  in  one  rise  to  the 
two  rods.  - Often  did  one  of  the  grandfathers 
cause  our  hopes  to  rise,  as  he  made  a careful 
examination  of  our  artificial,  only,  alas,  to  “ wink 
the  other  eye,”  and  sink  slowly  into  deep  water. 
A labourer  ha3’making  in  the  meadow  volunteered 
much  information  as  to  the  s])ots,  but  he  “ dint 
know  nothink  about  fly-fisbing.”  “ This  is  where 
Mr.  Ilendrey  catched  a couple  over  4lb.  apiece 
last  week,”  he  said,  “ and  I catched  one  at  day- 
break tbis  morning  with  a worm,  Ulb.,  and  this 
is  all  another  one  left  me  of  my  tackle,”  he  con- 
tinued, producing  a dilapidated  rod  with  half-a- 
yard  of  coarse  line  dangling  from  the  point. 
“ There  was  a couple  o’  gents  here  this  morning,” 
he  added  ; ” they  tried  the  fly  all  the  way  up  and 
down,  but  they  dint  catch  nothink.  I ’card  one 
on  ’em  say  to  the  tother,  ‘ The  fish  rise  short.’ 
I thought  that  wer’  a lie,  ivhen  I could  see  ’em  in 
front  of  his  nose  as  long  as  yer  arm.”  And  there 
they  certainly  were,  but  what  is  moi’e  to  the 
point,  they  are  there  now,  and  doubtless,  wuth 
appetites  so  considerably  sharpened  by  the  winter 
frosts,  that  a hook  baited  with  pith  and  nicely 
run  down  in  tlieir  midst  would  in  all  probability 
be  at  once  appropriated. 

I might  say  that  the  whole  of  this  Avater  is 
hired  by  the  Huntingdon  Angling  Association, 
but  the  subscription  to  fish  it  is  so  small,  viz., 
5s.  j’eaily,  '2s.  fid.  monthljq  Is.  weekly,  or  fid. 
daily,  as  to  place  it  within  the  reach  of  all. 
Tickets  may  be  obtained  from  either  of  the  water 
bailiffs,  Mr.  H.  Rout,  Huntingdon,  or  Mr.  Maulden, 
Godmanchester. 

The  majority  of  the  best  pools  can  be  fished  from 
the  bank,  but  a boat  across  the  top  of  the  swim 
Avould  in  most  cases  enable  the  angler  to  cover 
the  water  better. 

I do  not  know  that  it  is  necessai’j'  to  attempt 
to  describe  any  particular  pool,  the  Avhole  length 
being  so  short.  The  angler  can  follow  its  course 
and  see  for  himself;  but  I might  perhaps  mention 
that  one  of  the  best,  and  one  in  which  1 have  had 
many  a tussle  with  a four-pounder,  is  about  half- 
way doAvn  it,  and  exactly  opposite  where  the  old 
West  Meadow  windmill  used  to  stand,  and 
another  is  a little  further  up  close  to  the  West 
Meadow  bridge,  whilst  a third  may  be  foirnd  in 
the  third  meadow  beyond  the  railway,  whore  the 
stream  takes  a turn  to  the  right,  a small  brook 
running  out  of  it  at  the  same  ])oint  to  the  left; 
hero  there  is  a broad,  open,  dee]i  pool,  the  whole 
of  Avhich  should  be  carefully  fished;  it  not  only 
contains  very  large  chub,  but  pike  too,  and  alder- 
manic  roacb  of  from  lib.  to  21b. 

At  the  time  I am  writing  this  the  water  is  in 
fir.st-class  trim,  and  would,  I think,  well  repay 
any  Avinter  chub  fisher  who  cared  to  pay  it  a visit-. 

C.  A.  Bryant. 
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Walt^iana 

The  yc.ar  which  ends  on  Sunday  has  hoen  in 
several  respects  a remarkable  one.  Never  in 
living  memory  was  so  much  fine  weather  enjoyed 
or  cursed,  according  as  the  person  involved  was 
or  was  not  an  angler.  And  then  the  drought- 
why  even  now  some  rivers  have  not  been  properly 
scoured  by  Hood  or  spate  since  last  winter.  Rarely 
has  there  been  a worse  year  for  salmon  or,  oddly 
enough,  a better  for  sea-trout.  Bottom  fishers, 
and  more  particularly  bank  anglers,  cried  out 
with  good  reason.  Those  who  had  boats  at  their 
command  could,  of  course,  get  out  into  the 
streams,  but  even  with  a boat  or  punt  it  was 
no  easy  matter  to  find  running  Avater  in  our 
large,  slow  flowing  rivers. 


It  was  noteAvorthy  how  for  several  mouths  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year  a good  head  of  water 
was  maintained  in  south  country  chalk  streams, 
but  at  last  the  drought  told  on  those  spring-fed 
rivers,  and  they  fell  off  greatly  in  volume.  The 
May-lly  season  was  not  very  noteworthy.  Brown 
trout  fishing  in  moorland  and  mountain  streams 
Avas  almost  universallybad, but  it  is  averyremai’k- 
able  fact  that  the  fisliing  on  Loch  Leveii  Avas 
unusually  excellent.  

Fair  weather  is  usually  favourable  to  sea- 
fishing unless  the  water  gets  too  clear,  when  the 
sport  is  best  carried  on  at  night.  The  conditions, 
therefore,  which  Avere  so  opposed  to  successful 
freshwater  angling,  were  highly  favourable  to 
angling  in  salt  water.  Shoal-swimraing  summer 
fish,  such  as  bass  and  mackerel,  were  very 
plentiful  on  many  parts  of  our  coast,  and  early 
in  the  autumn  codlings  came  in  shore  and  were 
caught  ill  large  numbers.  The  enthusiastic 
angler  will  be  well  advised  to  study  the  higher 
branches  of  sea  fishing,  as  it  so  often  happens 
that  when  the  weather  is  unfavourable  for  the 
river  it  is  just  right  for  the  sea. 

One  of  the  events  of  the  year  has  been  the 
issue,  a few  days  ago,  of  Avbat  I may  term  the 
“ Thames  Reform  Bill.”  But  in  very  truth  the 
measure,  for  which  the  conservators  themselves 
are  responsible,  contains  little  in  the  nature  of 
reform.  I should  explain  that  the  Bill  repeals  (if 
it  passes)  most  of  the  older  Acts  relating  to  the 
Thames,  to  the  number  of  nearly  thirty,  con- 
solidates them,  slightly  varies  the  constitution  of 
the  board,  and  in  some  ways  increases  its  powers. 
What  I will  deal  with  here  is  the  angling  part  of 
it.  As  usual,  angling  interests  are  sadly  neglected. 
I was  led  by  the  notice  of  the  Bill  to  suppose  that 
it  would  contain  a number  of  A^aluable  provisions, 
but  now,  after  perusing  the  measure  itself,  I am 
sadly  disappointed  with  it.  It  is  true  that  the 
conservators  propose  to  take  powers  to  com- 
pulsorily purchase  the  pri'/ate  fisheries,  hut  so 
cumbrous  and  extraA'agantly  expensive  is  the 
|>rocedure  proposed  for  doing  this,  that  it  is  quite 
certain  no  fisheries  Avonld  ever  be  bought. 


Before  the  conservators  could  compulsorily 
IHirchase  a fisher}'  or  piece  of  ground  for  handing 
]dace,  canijiing  ground,  or  other  public  purpose, 
there  Avonld  be  first  a Board  of  Trade  inquir)', 
then  a petition  to  tlie  Board  of  Trade  for  a provi- 
sional order,  and  then — just  think  of  it  ! — an  Aci 
of  Parliament  to  confirm  the  provisional  order. 
An  Act  of  Parliament  for  every  fishery  ! This 
part  of  the  Bill  is  a sham.  There  is  not  a single 
clause  in  the  Bill  to  increase  the  conservators 
poAvers  of  preserving  the  fisherie.s,  to  stop  nettmg 
(as  at  present  allowkl),  or  to  (ix  the  speed  or  size 
of  lannclies,  or  give  control  over  swans  during 
the  spawning  season.  There  will  be  no  repre- 
sentative of  angling  or  roAving  interests  on  the 
board.  Conservators,  b}'  the  Avay,  propose  to 
retain  their  ])resont  salaries. 

'I'he  fact  is,  the  board  is  mo.st  anxious  that 
the  Bill  should  pass,  and  so  have  made  their 
measure  as  mild  as  milk  and  Avater.  If  there 
bad  been  hand  fide  clauses  re-lating  to  the 
I purchase  of  the  fisheries,  &c.,  the  riparian  owners 
! Avould  have  opposed  the  measure.  The  result  is- 
j that  we  SCO  a feeble  attempt  to  make  a show  of 
j meeting  tbo  views  of  the  public,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  do  nothing  to  wbieb  the  riparian  owners- 
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could  object.  Tlie  ultimate  result  'will.  I think, 
be  that  the  Bill,  unless  greatly  amended,  will 
not  pass,  and  that  the  reform  of  the  board  will 
he  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  London  County 
Council,  which  is  the  last  thing  in  the  world  that 
the  majority  of  the  board  or  it.s  officials  desire. 
On  the  new  board  only  five  of  the  twenty-seven 
members  will  be  London  County  Councillors,  and 
the  Bill  proposes  to  take  away  the  little  repre- 
sentation the  ))eople  living  in  the  riverside  towns 
(London exceiited)  now  have, and  give  it  altogether 
to  the  councils  of  the  riparian  counties.  Per- 
sonally, I have  no  wish  to  see  a Radical  board  at 
Tower  Hill,  but  I think  all  the  classes  of  persons 
interested  in  the  river,  and  especially  those  who 
keep  up  its  navig.ation  works  and  fisheries,  should 
be  represented  on  the  hoard.  I hope  the  London 
members  will  not  allow  the  Bill  to  pass  in  its 
preseiit  form.  No  measure  would,  in  my  opinion, 
be  satisfactory  which  did  not  deal  in  an  adequate 
manner  with  the  steam  launch  nuisance,  and  did 
not  make  the  hoard  representative  of  the  many 
and  great  interests  involved. 


And  710W  a melancholy  duty — nothing  more 
nor  less  than  to  hid  farewell  to  the  reader^  of  the 
Fialiing  Gazette,  many  of  whom  I am  happy  to 
number  among  my  personal  friends,  and  none  of 
whom,  I hope,  hear  me  ill-will  for  anytliing  I h.ave 
written  in  this  column.  In  boldly  asserting  the 
interests  of  anglers,  I may  have  occasionally 
trodden  heavily  on  a toe  here  or  a toe  there; 
but  no  single  sentejice  has  been  dictated  liy 
personal  animus  ; and  I hope  tho.se  who  have  held 
opinions  different  to  my  own  will  feel  that  in  any 
discussions  wliich  have  taken  jdace  they  have 
been  treated  with  couj’tesy,  and  never  had  their 
views  misrepresented.  During  the  eight  years  I 
have  been  writing  for  the  Fi)<liinri  (Jazette,  almost 
every  subject  relating  to  angling  has  been  touched 
on  in  the  five  hundred  or  more  columns  which  I 
have  written.  In  fact,  those  little  paragi’aphs, 
if  collected  and  an-anged,  would  make  a fairly 
comprehensive  work  on  angling,  fish  culture, 
and  fishery  preservalion  and  fishery'  laws.  What 
changes,  too,  have  taken  place  in  those  nine  years  ! 
Anglers  and  arglers’  clubs  have  multiplied  ; fish 
have  increased  their  education  and  decreased  their 
numbers;  seaanglinghas  becomepopular,and  eyed 
hooks  have  come  into  general  use,  along  with  a host 
of  other  u.sefiil  inventions  ; but — and  it  is  a big 
we  do  not  .seem  one  day  nearer  a good 
Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Bill.  Both  political 
parties  are  afraid  of  losing  the  pollutors’  v'otes. 
When  anglers’  votes  outweigh  those  of  tie  pol- 
luters we  shall  get  a good  Bill.  May  those  who 
follow  me  keep  on  hammering  away!  Well, 
good-bye,  old  friends,  and  good  sport  attend  you 
in  the  New  iear.  Templar. 


AUTUMN  PIKE  FISHING. 


When  the  last  days  of  summer  have  dep.artcd, 
and  the  leaves  of  the  trees  have  assumed  their 
lovely  autumnal  tints,  when  the  first  October 
frost  has  sharpened  the  appetite  of  Ksox  I II oi IIS, 
and  commenced  its  work  of  destruction  on  the 
weeds  in  the  river,  then  does  the  pike  fisher 
bring  forth  his  trusty  rod  and  seek  his  favourite 
water,  rejoicing  in  the  fact  that  the  season  has 
once  more  commenced  when  he  may  endeavour 
to  effect  the  capture  of  those  specimens  which  he 
has  set  his  heart  on  securing,  but  which,  year  by 
year,  in  open  British  waters,  he  finds  to  be  a 
more  difficult  task;  and  he  will  not  have  far  to 
seek  for  the  cause  of  all  this  if  he  remembers,  not 
only  to  what  an  enormous  extent  the  number  of 
anglers,  and  especially  pike  fishermen,  has  in- 
creased during  the  last  few  years,  but  with  what 
persistency  a great  many  of  them  stick  to  gorge 
fi.shing  and  the  retention  of  baby  pike;  and  he 
will,  I am  sure,  if  he  be  a true  sportsman,  combine 
with  others  by  example  and  remonstrance  in 
endeavouring  to  his  utmost  to  sto)i  this  ruthless 
slaughter  of  the  innocents,  giving  also  as  liberally 
as  he  is  able  towards  the  expense  of  restocking 
any  waters  he  may  be  interested  in,  for  it  is  fast 
liecoming  apparent  to  many  pike  fishermen  that 
it  IS  absolutely  necessary  they  should  combine  in 
this  manner,  or  in  the  near  future  good  autumn 
pike  fishing  will,  in  the  majority  of  our  rivers,  be 
a thing  of  the  past. 

I am  induced  to  write  at  length  and  rather 
strorgly  on  this  point,  in  the  hope  that  m3'  words 


may  bring  forth  good  fruit,  and  as  an  excuse  for 
thus  intruding  I might  say  that  I have  just 
recently  visited  a river  in  which  at  one  tinie  I 
had  had  such  splendid  sport,  for  pike  of  from 
ten  to  fifteen  pounds  were  very  plentiful,  whilst 
■twenty  pounders  were  by  no  means  scarce,  but 
in  which  at  the  present  time  I found  it  a great 
rarity  to  catch  one  whose  weight  reached  two 
figures.  Asking  a friend  who  has  resided  on  its 
banks  all  his  life  to  account  fortius  great  change 
for  the  worse,  he  gave  the  above  reason,  adding 
that  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  one  man  to  use 
three  or  even  four  rods  at  a time,  and  in  this  way 
to  catch  and  retain  at  least  a dozen  fish  in  a day, 
none  scaling  over  two  jiounds.  He  expres.sed  at 
the  same  time  a hope  that  the  local  association, 
of  which  he  was  an  honorary  member,  would 
soon  have  greater  powers  given  them  to  prevent 
trailing,  gorge  fishing,  and  the  wilful  killing  of 
these  small  pike,  which  laudable  hope  I cordially 
endorsed. 

AVith  this  long  but,  I hope,  permissible  digres- 
sion, 1 will  get  back  to  my  text,  and  trust  a brief 
description  of  the  autumn  day  1 recently  spent 
on  the  river  just  alluded  to  (although  as  regards 
sport  far  worse  than  an}'  I had  ever  had  there 
before)  may  prove  interesting  to  my  readers. 
For  several  seasons  I had  promised  myself  a 
renewal  of  acquaintance  with  this  river,  and  at 
length,  partly  owing,  I believe,  to  the  rosy  picture 
I had  painted  of  it,  I induced  a friend  well  up  in 
.all  branches  of  jack  fishing  to  accompany  me. 
Upon  .arrival  we  found  the  water  rather  clear  .and 
the  weeds  still  somewhat  green.  Nothing 
daunted,  we  mounted  the  finest  Lackle  and  at 
once  set  to  work  on  our  favourite  autumn  method 
of  spinning,  trying  a stretch  of  water  which  I 
had  always  found  suitable,  but  no  responsive 
knock  gladdened  our  hearts,  and  nothing  came 
of  it  exce])t  the  destruction  of  several  baits 
through  the  weed.s.  True,  a local  “ know-all 
came  up  and  proffered  his  advice  .as  follows:  “If 
yer  wants  ter  ti.^h  this  bit  o’  water  propeily  put  a 
dead  goi'ge  on  ; that’s  the  ticket  for  these  weeds. 
I’ve  had  many  a one  out  with  that  tackle  this 
year,  it’s  the  be.st  that  ever  was  known ; if  yer  once 
hooks  ’em  they’re  yonrn.”  AVe  replied,  much  to 
ihe  yokel’s  surprise,  that  if  we  caught  no  fi^h  we 
would  not  resort  to  the  unsiiortsmanlike  method 
of  gorge  fishing,  adding  that  we  hoped  the  day 
wa.s  not  far  distant  when  on  th.at  liver  it  w'Ould 
be  illegal  AVith  a scornful  smile  and  a knowing 
shake  of  the  head,  he  turned  away,  adding  as  he 
did  .so,  “I  hope,  guvnor,  your  head’ll  never 
ache  until  that  time  comes.’’  After  an  hour’s 
unsuccessful  spinning  we  w'ere  fain  to  try  live- 
baiting.  Using  lightly-leaded  single  gut  traces, 
very  small  hooks  and  ffoats,  W'e  tried  a length  of 
the  river  which  was  somewhat  deeper,  satisfied 
that,  with  such  tackle,  if  we  did  not  meet  with 
sport  the  fault  could  not  be  ours.  After  a few 
minutes  my  companion’s  float  w.as  snapped  under, 
and  our  hopes  rose  as  he  tightened  up  line  and 
sent  the  snap  tackle  well  home.  I’lie  fish,  how- 
ever, turned  out  to  be  a small  one,  and,  therefore, 
the  landing  net  w.as  used  in  preference  to  the 
gaff.  With  the  assistance  of  a .lardine’s  gag,  the 
hooks  W'ere  soon  out,  and  the  fish  safely  returned. 
In  less  than  five  minutes,  and  in  exactly  the 
same  jilace,  the  float  again  disappeared,  and 
another  small  pike,  very  probably  the  same,  was 
handed  and  set  at  liberty,  none  the  worse  for  his 
adventure.  After  this,  we  decided  on  a move 
further  down  stream,  tempted  thereto  by  the  tall 
waving  reeds  and  bulrushes,  whose  every  move- 
ment seemed  to  suggest  pike,  and  here  it  was 
soon  my  turn  to  be  busy,  for,  after  a tremulous 
movement  or  two,  my  float  was  lost  to  view. 
Reeling  in  all  tbe  slack  line,  and  remembering 
my  fine  tackle,  I struck  gently,  and  knew  directly 
that  I was  into  a fish  of  far  taller  dimensions 
than  the  last  two.  How'  he  fought,  and  how  care- 
ful I felt  I must  be  if  I won  the  battle  ! Off'  he 
went  with 


registering  by  our  scales  9|lb.  This  proved  the 
largest  fish  of  the  day,  not  a “ mucher,’’  some 
woufd  say  ; but  to  me  the  sport  I had  in  landing 
it  w'as  so  grand  that  when  I recall  it  now  it  is 
with  feelings  of  intense  pleasure  and  satisfaction. 
It  was  now  my  friend’s  turn  to  again  be  busy, 
and  soon  I had  the  pleasure  of  gaffing  for  him 
his  first  sizeable  fish — a nice-conditioned  pike  of 
6;)lb.  Then  came  a succession  of  fruitless  runs 
for  each  of  us.  Occasionally  w'e  landed  a small 
one,  which  w'as  quickly  returned  Then  each  of 
us  took  another  up  to  the  standard;  following 
this  up  soon  afterwards  by  another  to  each  rod, 
and  this  concluded  our  sport  on  that  autumn  day. 
Innumerable  small  ones  fed  r.avenously,  destroy- 
ing most  of  our  Thames  dace.  They  were  all,  how- 
ever, safely  returned,  and  I sincerely  hope  will,  at 
some  future  time,  gladden  the  angler’s  he.art  when 
they  have  increased  in  weight  tenfold.  The  exact 
weights  of  the  fish  retained  were  as  follows  : 9|lb., 
figlb.,  ()lb , 61b.,  61b.,  4,Db.  Not  a very  good  bag, 
remarked  my  friend.  Possibly  not ; many  of  my 
readers  would,  however,  I am  sure,  be  more  than 
satisfied  with  such  an  autumn  day’s  pike  fishing. 

T.  A.  C. 


A rush  (v\’hicb)  to  stay  or  check  to  try, 

Would  be  a maniac’s  policy, 

Whilst  rung  in  maddening  melody 
Tbe  music  of  the  reel.” 

After  a few  minutes’  desper.ate  struggling  he 
showed  signs  of  fatigue,  and,  although  he  yet 
fought  the  unequal  battle  bravely,  I was  not  to 
be  denied,  and  soon  he  was  brought  within  reach, 
duly  gaffed,  and  received  his  quietus  with  a tap 
from  the  nob  of  the  pike  gag.  A beautifully 
marked  fish,  in  the  very  pink  of  condition,  and 


g»coicI)  ^olcs. 

By  Mac. 

Not  more  than  one  or  two  of  the  many  reache.-? 
of  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee  that  annually  come  into 
the  market  for  the  full  season  or  the  entire  spring 
fishi  ng  sea.son’s  tenancy  are  now  to  let.  There 
has  been  great  briskness  in  the  letting,  conse- 
quent on  a great  demand  for  the  fishing,  and 
rents,  ridiculously  high  in  all  conscience  hereto- 
fore, have  in  general  had  .an  upward  tendency. 

A TREMENDOUS  Spate  c.ime  down  the  Upper  Spey 
early  on  Sunday  of  last  week,  when  the  water  rose 
to  a height  which  has  not  been  exceeded  for  some 
years  ]>ast.  It  aro.se  from  the  sudden  melting  of 
the  great  accumulations  of  snow  in  the  wilds  and 
on  the  hills  of  Badenoch,  and,  like  the  Badenoch 
caterans  of  old,  it  tore  down  Strathspey  with  a 
fierce  and  dest  ructive  energy.  For  thirty  miles 
along  its  course  the  adjoining  lands  were  under- 
water. 

The  Annan  District  Fishery  Bo.ard  met  last 
week,  in  Dumfries,  to  consider  a petition  from 
drift  net  fishermen,  that  steps  should  be  taken 
to  procure  a variation  in  the  close  time,  so  as  to 
extend  the  open  season  from  Sept.  9 to  the  end  of 
the  month.  The  Board  resolved  to  refuse  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
undesirable  to  have  different  close  times  for  the 
Nith  and  Annan  districts,  that  to  continue  the 
open  season  on  the  Scottish  side  after  it  had 
ceased  on  the  English  side,  would  lead  to  evasion 
of  the  law  by  fishermen  holding  English  licences, 
and  that  it  would  be  detrimental  to  the  interests 
of  the  upper  salmon  jiroprietors. 


Sinc  e the  netting,  a few  weeks  ago,  of  breeders 
to  take  ova  from,  for  the  Tay  district  hatcheries, 
when  it  was  proved  by  the  capture  of  clean  fish 
that  the  Tay’s  run  of  winter  fish  had  commenced, 
it  is  believed  that  fish  have  been  continually 
ascending,  owing  to  the  river  having  kept  in 
splendid  volume  ; and  I have  it  on  reliable  autho- 
rity that  fresh-run  fish  have  lately  been  observed 
showing  themselves  in  different  beats  of  the  river 
I take  it  that  this  augurs  well  for  a good  open- 
ing on  Tay  and  Loch  Tay,  should  weather  and 
water  be  right  for  it. 

Salmon  disease  has  now  begun  to  show  a little 
in  Dee  and  Don,  but  up  to  date  this  winter  it  has 
been  far  less  noticeable  in  these  rivers  than  has 
proved  the  case  for  many  years  bygone. 


In  the  rivers  of  Ross,  Sutherland,  and  Caith- 
ness, where  the  spawning  season  is  early  and  of 
short  duration,  the  whole  of  the  salmon,  it  is 
believed,  have  now  fully  spawned  out.  Most  of 
the  rivers  of  these  counties  are  still  running  in 
heavy  volume,  and,  with  such  a height  of  water 
in  them,  the  kelts,  if  not  already  begun  to  drop 
back,  will  soon  be  descending  to  the  sea  in  droves. 
A’ery  early  the  kelts  are  got  rid  of  in  these  rivers 
when  they  have  a fair  volume  of  water  to  go 
down  with,  caused  rather  by  the  falling  of  soft 
rain  than  the  melting  of  snow  on  the  hills.  Hardly 
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any  of  the  other  risers  of  Scotland  have  their 
stock  of  kelts  all  away  to  the  sea  nearly  so 
soon. 


A “Far  Nori'ii”  corresjiondent  writes : “ What 
are  we  doing  in  the  ‘ Far  Noi'th  P ’ Faith,  to  tell 
yon  the  truth,  w'e  are  sei'iously  thinking  of 
building  an  ark,  for  wo  have  not  had  a dry  day 
for  an  age;  and  as  to  salmon  and  trout,  if  this 
sort  of  thing  continues  mucli  longer,  we  shall  find 
them  growing  in  the  clover  fields  next  summer. 
Regarding  the  best  time  for  the  stocking  of 
lochs,  of  no  great  extent,  I have  some  remarks 
to  offer.  Very  much  depends  on  the  weather; 
with  weather  such  as  we  are  now  having  the 
present  would  be  a good  time.  After  a hard  winter 
April  would  be  a good  time,  but  Caithness  and 
Sutherland,  north  and  west,  differ  from  a great 
deal  of  the  Highlands,  as  our  winters  arc  not  so 
cold  and  severe  as  in  some  parts.  We  have  some 
trout  in  our  lochs  quite  fit  for  the  table  now, 
which  shows  the  genial  nature  of  our  weather. 
As  to  what  sort  of  trout  it  is  best  to  stock  with, 
I think  that  is  a matter  not  easy  to  decide.  In 
some  lochs  it  would  hardly  be  possible  to  improve 
on  the  native  stock,  but  certainly  Lcch  Levens 
have  done  uncommonly  well  in  most  cases 
where  I have  had  the  opportunity  of  noticing 
their  progress.  Yearlings  are  the  best,  in  my 
opinion,  yet  I have  known  fry  do  uncoramoidy 
well,  even  where  there  were  old  trout,  and  where 
the  fry  were  simply  turned  into  the  loch,  as 
there  was  no  suitable  stream  in  or  out,  only  the 
lochs  had  a considerable  amount  of  shallow  water 
around  the  edges  suitable  for  the  fry.  Two  years 
ago,  in  May,  a few  salmon  fry  (about  one  dozen) 
were  turned  in  .along  with  some  500  Loch  Leven 
fry  into  a small  loch  near  here  whei-e  there  are 
trout  from  31b.  to  41b.  in  weight.  The  water  of 
this  loch  is  very  clear,  and  in  some  places  very 
deep,  say  40ft.  This  year,  in  .J  une,  a lady  fished 
(he  loch  one  day,  and  got  thirteen  of  the  Loch 
Levens,  averaging  fully  |lb.,  and  also  caught  one 
of  the  salmon,  which  measured  13in.  long  and  2in. 
deep  on  the  side,  a perfect  miniature  grilse  that 
had  never  been  to  the  sea  ; and  when  I cut  it  np 
in  presence  of  three  persons,  one  of  them  a 
baronet,  it  proved  to  be  quite  pink,  as  much  so 
as  if  killed  in  the  sea.  Now  here  was  a fish  that 
had  survived  out  of  about  one  dozen  fry  turned 
in  and  having  a silvery  dress  on  to  attract  the  big 
fish  in  the  “ lochie,’’  and  I can  assure  you  there 
are  regular  sharks  there.  I have  got  them  up 
to  41b.,  and  know  of  their  having  been  got  over 
51b.,  and  not  such  a thing  as  a small  fish  to 
be  seen  in  it  until  the  Loch  Levens  were 
put  in.  Morrison  has  ordered  some  rainbow 
trout  ova  this  year  to  give  them  a trial.  I have 
some  hybrid  fry  (trout  and  fontinalis  crossed) 
among  the  fontinalis  fry  in  one  of  the  ponds 
here.  They  are  a very  pretty  fish,  and  grow 
quite  as  fast  as  the  fontinalis,  and  are  bolder  and 
faster  in  their  movements  when  being  fed.  They 
were  turned  out  to  feed  in  May,  and  some  of 
them  are  seven  inches  long  now.  They  will  all  be 
turned  out  to  one  of  the  hill  lochs  during  the 
winter,  and  they  should  show  some  sport  by  1895. 
Harping  back  to  stocking,  I would  have  little  fear 
of  improving  mostly  any  hard- fished  loch  by 
simply  turning  in  good  fry  that  had  been  fed  for 
a short  time  carefully,  but  unless  cai’efully  fed 
by  one  who  understands  what  he  is  doing,  I 
would  prefer  fry  that  a little  of  the  yolk  sack  was 
still  to  dry  up  on.  In  some  cases  eyed  ova  could 
be  laid  down  where  there  were  suit;able  streams, 
but  I would  prefer  the  fry.  Year-olds  are  gene- 
rally sent  in  very  eold  iced  water,  and  they  suffer 
when  changed,  and  it  often  sets  up  inflammation 
of  the  gills  and  stops  the  growth  of  the  gill 
covers.”  


Yk  hardy  boys,  who  think  of  having  a turn  at 
the  very  early  salmon  fishing  in  Scotland,  it  is 
now  time  for  you  to  begin  to  get  ready  your 
gibbles.  The  day  when  it  will  be  legal  to  let 
splash  again  is  near,  in  fact  will  be  here  in  a 
crack.  “ Far  north  ” rivers  open  for  the  plying 
of  the  rod  for  the  salmon  on  10th,  llth^and  12th 
proximo,  and  Tay  and  LochTay  on  the  15th. 

Tife  old  salmon  of  the  Solway  had  plenty  of 
water  to  run  and  revel  in  during  the  early  days 
of  the  week,  when  such  a heavy  spate  as  has  not 
been  witnessed  for  years  was  running  in  Annan, 
Esk,  and  other  rivers  of  the  Firtb. 


I HEAR  from  a Strathsj)ey  friend  that,  “In 
Spey  there  was  a week  ago  a sj)lendid  stock  of 
spawning  fish  on  the  redds  of  the  districts  which 
the  late  running  autumn  fish  frequent.  There  is 
an  almost  entire  absence  of  disease  amongst  the 
spawners  and  the  slats.  As  the  phenomenal 
frosts  experienced  last  season  were  before  Christ- 
mas, it  is  coiifidently  hoped  that,  although  the 
water  should  subside  and  leave  bare  the  outer 
redds,  which  this  season  must  be  numerous 
owing  to  the  almost  continued  he.avy  water,  the 
ova  will  not  now  be  exposed  to  the  same  danger 
of  being  nipped  by  frost  as  it  would  have  been. 
The  beautiful  and  desirable  residence  on  Spoy- 
side  of  Easter  Elchies,  lately  vacated  by  Lord 
Elgin,  has  been  let  to  Major  General  Godnian, 
Higlulen,  1‘ulborough.  The  lease,  of  course, 
includes  the  fishings  and  shootings  attached. 


I underst.and  that  Mr.  Charles  Alann,  of  the 
Grand  Hotel,  Aberdeen,  has  again  taken  on  the 
fishing  of  the  Crathes  Castle  water  of  the  Aber- 
deenshire Deo,  which  he  is  to  let  out  to  rods 
during  the  season.  The  fishery  ho  has  leased  is 
an  extensive  one,  containing  .a  large  number  of 
capital  pools,  which  always  fi.sh  best  early  in  the 
season  for  the  early  luuning  salmon  of  the  Dae. 
The  season  commences  Feb.  11. 


An  Aberdeen  correspondent  writes  : — “ The 
Dec  has  been  in  flood,  more  or  less,  for  some 
time  now — spate  following  spate  with  almost  the 
regularity  of  clockwork.  The  spawn  of  the  later 
fish  has  about  all  been  successlully  deposited  in 
the  fairly  upper  reaches,  but  in  tlie  middle  and 
lower  reaches,  where  the  spawning  is  not  in  an 
advanced  state,  there  are  a good  few  of  the  large 
and  late-run  fish  that  have  yet  to  go  upon  the 
redds.  The  spawning  out  in  the  Dee  is  likely  to 
be  early  and  successfully  accomplished,  as  there 
has  not  been,  and  does  not  seem  likely  to  be  for 
some  time,  any  severe  frost,  but  the  hatching  out 
of  the  ova  is  another  matter,  .and  I am  not  so 
sanguine  that  it  will  be  so  satisfactory.  The  Don 
has  also  been  very  large  for  this  la-t  six  weeks, 
and  a good  many  spawning  fish  have  taken  the 
river  lately.  In  the  upper  reaches  a good  many 
fish  have  deposited  their  spawn,  and  .are  now 
dropping  down  the  river.  As  in  the  Dee,  lota 
of  fish  in  the  middle  and  nether  reaches  have 
yet  to  spawn.  A few  young  fish  have  taken  the 
Don,  and  already  quite  a large  number  are 
pushing  up  the  Dee,  and  if  this  mild  weather  and 
fine  drawing  water  should  continue,  the  e.arly 
rivers  must  in  the  coming  season  be  well  stocked 
with  fish.”  


Mr.  Wm,  Ivnigut,  of  the  Breadalbaue  Arms 
Hotel,  Kenmore,  Loch  Tay,  writes  : — " There  is 
every  prospect  of  a good  season  for  fish.  Not 
for  many  years  have  they  had  such  a fine  chance 
to  get  up  ; there  has  been  such  a fine  round  river 
all  the  time,  not  one  check  through  low  water. 
Plenty  fish  should  be  in  IjochTay  by  the  opening 
day.  Six  boats  for  the  salmon  angling  go  out 
from  my  hotel,  and  the  names  of  the  bays  that 
are  fished  by  my  visitors  are  Fernan  B.ay  (where 
we  start).  Chapel  Bay,  Lawers  Bay,  Otter  Rock, 
Dirty  Bay,  Bonny  Anne’s  Bay,  Ardtalnaig  Bay, 
Copper  Mine,  Minister's  Bay,  and  Ardeonaig  Bay. 
Ardeonaig  Pier  is  our  boundary,  where  we  march 
with  the  Killin  Hotel  water.  Early  in  the  season 
the  best  baits  are  Nos.  7 and  8 Phantoms,  painted 
blue  and  white;  blue  and  gold,  brown  and  white, 
and  brown  and  gold.  For  the  opening,  nothing 
beats  these  ; a while  afterwards  the  char  is  very 
good,  and  if  it  comes  long  dry  weather  the  Red 
Soldier  works  well.” 


The  North  Esk  and  South  Esk  are  now  toler- 
ably well  stocked  with  breeding  fish  throughout 
their  several  district  reaches,  and  the  spawning 
is  proceeding  apace.  The  watei',  however,  has 
sometimes  been  rather  high,  which  is  not  just  a 
good  feature  in  view  of  what  may  happen  before 
the  hatching-out  time.  More  fish  are  now  in 
both  rivers  than  at  one  time  it  w.as  expected 
there  would  be,  and  this,  at  all  events,  is  rather 
gratifying,  since,  everything  else  being  etiual,  it 
tends  to  strengthen  the  chances  of  the  stock 
being  well  maintained. 

Even  with  all  the  he.avy  waters  that  have  been 
since  the  rod  season  closed,  vast  numbers  of 
gravid  fish  of  large  size  are  still  in  the  low'er 


few  miles  of  the  River  Deveron,  confined  there 
by  the  “Rack”  or  cruive  dyke  of  the  Duke  of 
Fife,  which  they  have  been  unable  to  surmount, 
notwithstanding  their  many  attempts  to  clear  it 
in  order  to  get  to  the  better  spawning  grounds 
farther  inland.  Joe  Bisset  will  have  to  net  all 
these  fish,  spawn  them  artificially,  and  have  the 
ova  put  into  the  hatchery  in  the  Duff  House 
grounds.  _ 

.loiiN  Rae,  of  Tugnet,  and  his  men  are  now 
taking  ova  from  the  Spey  salmon  for  the  hatchery 
of  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  flordon  at 
Fochabers.  The  Aberdeen  Salmon  Gompany'.s 
hatchery  in  Aberdeen  is  now  about  fully  stocked 
with  ova  taken  from  the  Don  salmon  by  iVIi-. 
William  Walker,  fish  culturi.st,  the  company's 
manager.  


A SALOioN  poacher  of  some  notoriety,  who  w’.as 
caught  with  an  unclean  salmon  in  his  possession 
near  Benzies  Pool  on  the  Don  on  Dec.  G,  got  il, 
pretty  stiff  the  other  day  from  Sheriff'  Robertson, 
Aberdeen,  who  passed  sentence  of  .a  line  of  €5, 
with  17s.  Od.  of  expenses.  I o])ine  that  were  a 
sentence  of  this  sort  to  be  more  frequently  passed 
the  effect  would  be  salutaiy. 


At  the  reduced  upset  price  of  .fi'lOO  the  lease  of 
the  Friars  .Shott  s.almon  fishing  of  the  River 
Ness  for  the  season  of  1894  was  exposed  for  sale 
in  the  Burgh  Court  House,  Inverness,  on  Tuesday 
of  last  week,  but  no  offeror  put  in  an  appearance. 

A MAN  who  poached  an  unclean  salmon  on  a 
Northern  river  some  weeks  ago,  tried  to  green 
up  the  bailiff  who  caught  him,  by  palming  it  off 
as  a cod.  “Is  it  a cod?”  he  said, — but  no,  the 
“cleeker”  would  not  take  it  in  ; and  accordingly' 
the  poacher  was  in  due  time  brought  before  the 
Sheriff.  In  the  court  he  howled  out  to  (he 
bailiff,  who  av.as  forward  to  give  evidence  “ Was 
it  a cod,  man  ?”  This  cau.sed  considerable  amuse- 
naent,  but,  .as  a salmon  could  not  be  made  a cod, 
the  accused  had  to  pay  the  piper. 


DIKE  SPINNING  ON  THE  OUSE. 

{Continued  from  page  443  ) 


Bv  the  “Trent  Otter.” 

A GLANc  E tliT’ough  a wholesale  manufacturer’. i 
illustr.ated  catalogue  would  be  enough  to  convince 
the  veriest  novice  that  the  making  of  artificial 
baits  and  spinning  tackles  for  pike  fishing  had 
brought  out  the  ingenuity  of  the  maker  to  a 
remarkable  degree,  the  almost  endless  variety 
there  displayed  would  be  to  the  tyro,  as  our  old 
friend  Dick  Swiveller  used  to  say,  “a  staggerer.” 
Of  the  merits  and  demerits  of  the  various  forms 
of  artificial  baits,  from  the  old-fashioned  spoon 
to  the  elaborately  gilded  and  fish-shaped  article 
that  spins  through  the  water  like  one  line  of 
glittering  silver.  I will  not  just  now  touch  upon, 
but  I’eserve  that  subject  for  another  article.  My' 
business  now  is  to  briefly  look  at  those  tackle.s 
that  are  used  for  spinning  a n.atural  or  dead  bait, 
and  see  wherein,  and  under  what  conditions  of 
shape  and  spinning  powers,  the  most  sport  is 
likely  to  be  had.  I am  old  enough  to  remember 
an  old  man  who  lived  at  New.ark-on-Trent,  who 
used  to  spin  for  ]iike  in  a manner  that  I 
should  suppose  to  be  a survival  of  the  most 
ancient  form  of  trolling  known.  This  old 
angler’s  name  was  Ch’osby,  1 believe;  anyhow, 
there  are  fishermen  still  living  at  Newark  who 
can  very  well  remember  him.  lie  used  neither 
rod  nor  reel,  but  simply  a coil  of  very  stout  line 
that  he  carried  in  his  left  hand ; his  tackle  wa.s 
simply'  a length  of  stout  gimp  with  one  or  two 
swivels,  and  a long  barrel  lead.  The  gimia  was 
mounted  with  one  large  treble  hook,  and  this 
gimp  Avas  threaded  through  the  bait,  the  hook 
being  near  the  vent.  This  tackle  was  thrown  by 
hand,  and  in  spinning  the  bait  home  the  line 
Avas  drawn  in  by  the  right  haml  and  laid  in  coils 
on  the  left;  of  course,  all  fisb  hookeil  had  to  ba 
played  by  liand.  I cannot  I'einember  seeing  this 
angler  at  work  myself,  but  I knew  him.  and  have 
been  assured  by  old  fishermen  that  years  ago  he 
used  to  kill  many  and  heavy  fish  by  that  v'ery 
primitive  style  and  tackle.  There  are  many' 
tackles  in  use  for  spinning  a dead  bait  that  are  a 
good  deal  more  ingenious  than  useful;  that  is, 
some  of  them  at  least  are  so.  The  main  object  of 
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the  inventors  of  these  tackles  appears  to  be  a 
desire  to  save  the  angler  from  being  at  any 
trouble  in  the  matter,  and  also  to  secui’e  a very 
brilliant  and  even  spin.  One  of  the  oldest  of 
these  is  the  Chapman  spinner,  which  I should 
suppose  is  familiar  to  most  of  my  readers.  It 
has  a leaded  and  hooked  bi’ass  wire,  which  is 
thrust  down  the  belly  of  the  bait ; at  the  top 
end,  close  to  the  mouth  of  the  bait,  there  are  a 
couple  of  fans  made  somewhat  on  the  Archimedean 
screw  principle,  that  gives  the  bait  its  rotary 
movement  without  having  to  curl  the  tail.  There 
are  generally  two  treble  hooks  on  one  side,  and 
one  on  the  other  of  this  contrivance ; one  hook 
of  every  treble  being  just  lightly  stuck  into  the 
bait.  1 have  had  my  attention  drawn  to  lots  of 
these  spinning  tackles  that  are  known  by  various 
names,  and  brought  out  by  various  makers,  but 
the  whole  of  them  seem  to  take  the  old-fashioned 
Chapman  as  a model,  and  are  only  imitations 
and  improvements  of  that  good  old  spinner.  I, 
for  one,  do  not  care  much  for  these,  preferring  to 
mount  ?ny  bait  on  a flight  of  hooks,  and  trusting 
to  these  hooks  and  the  shape  of  the  bait  to  secure 
the  most  attractive  s])in.  Some  anglers  seem  to 
consider  that  it  is  the  correct  thing  for  a spinning 
bait  to  travel  at  a very  fast  rate  through  the 
water,  and  to  spin  brilliantly  and  evenly,  so  that 
when  drawn  through  the  water  it  appears  to 
travel  in  one  straight  and  even  line;  my  own 
experience  is  not  in  favour  of  this  theory.  A 
pike,  although  a greedy  fish,  does  not  like  too 
much  trouble  in  capturing  his  prey  ; a small  fish 
in  difficulties,  or  one  wounded,  is  far  more  likely 
to  be  the  victim  than  a dace  or  small  chub  in  the 
full  power  of  its  strength  and  swiftness.  I find  that 
a spinning  bait  which  travels  in  all  sorts  of  curious 
ways  to  be  the  most  attractive — in  fact,  as  just 
said,  the  more  it  looks  like  a disabled  and 
wounded  fish,  the  more  likely  is  the  jack  to 
follow  it.  A dace  in  full  health  and  strength, 
when  startled,  will  shoot  through  the  water 
like  a flash,  and  Mr.  Pike  has  sense  enough  to 
know  that  it  is  a lot  of  trouble  to  openly  pursue 
that  quarry,  wdrereas  a wounded  one  in  trying  to 
swim  away  from  danger  will  turn  from  side  to 
side,  and  make  all  sorts  of  curious  curves  and 
twists  in  its  endeavours  to  reach  a place  of  safety. 
In  my  opinion  and  experience  I find  that  the 
nearer  w'e  can  approach  this  motion,  the  more 
likely  are  we  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  pike. 
Some  s]hnning  flights  are  made  with  three  or  four 
triangles,  and  fixed  in  the  bait  all  down  one  side ; 
and  most  likely  these  hooks  are  three  or  four 
sizes  too  big.  In  a flight  of  this  description  it  is 
very  nearly  necessary  that  the  bait  should  turn 
over  rapidly,  so  that  the  rank  arming  of  hooks 
is  not  presented  too  glaring  to  the  pike.  I have 
never  yet  found  that  large  sized  hooks,  and  too 
many  of  them,  are  an  advantage,  rather  the 
reverse.  I have  often  wondered  wdiy  the  makers 
should  sometimes  recommend  these  treble  hooks 
for  spinning  to  be  so  big;  the  simpler  the  flight 
the  more  chance  has  the  spinner,  especially  on 
those  days  when  the  pike  are  not  in  a very  taking 
humour.  Sometimes  they  will  dash  at  almost 
anything,  and  lay  hold  with  such  right  good  will 
that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  miss  them;  but 
these  chances  do  not  often  occur.  Nowada3^s  they 
are  getting  so  very  cautious  and  cunning, 
especially  where  constantly  fished  for ; their 
education  has  been  complete  and  thorough, 
so  that  any  sort  of  a glaring  deception  will  not 
work  satisfactorily,  for  the  angler  at  any  rate.  I 
have  tried  some  brilliant  spinners,  such  as  the 
Francis,  and  the  Pennell  flights,  that  will  spin  a 
bait  in  a most  attractive-looking  manner  ; but, 
somehow  or  other,  results  do  not  point  them  out 
as  being  the  best  that  enn  be  used.  In  spinning 
for  pike  in  a slow  running  river  like  the  Ouse,  it 
is  necessary  to  mount  the  bait  so  that  no  more  of 
the  hooks  are  visible  than  can  possibly  be  helped; 
second,  use  no  more  of  those  hooks  than  are 
really  necessary  ; third,  irse  them  as  small  as  you 
dare;  and  fourth,  spin  slowly  if  possible,  and 
see  that  the  bait  wobbles  and  comes  through  the 
water  in  all  sorts  of  curious  curves  and  twists. 
I once  saw  a couple  of  anglers  spinning  on  this 
river;  one  fancied  himself  as  an  expert  of  the  first 
water,  the  other  was  a novice  ]mre  and  .simple. 
“ Look  at  that  now,  my  boy,”  says  the  expert,  as 
he  swung  his  brilliantly  mounted  bait  right 
across  the  river,  and  spun  it  back  close  to  the 
surface,  with  great  rapidity  and  in  one  straight 
and  even  line,  llis  companion  could  not  imitate 


that  cast  if  he  tried  for  a week.  In  all  probability 
if  a good  .lack  hatl  seen  that  bait  he  would  have 
wondered  ,nt  the  curious  apparition,  and  known 
very  well  that  fish  ai’o  not  naturally  in  the  habit 
of  going  across  the  river  in  that  headlong 
manner.  That  angler’s  companion,  the  novice,  had 
a very  simple  spinning  flight,  on  which  he 
mounted  a bait  in  a very  rough  and  ready 
manner.  He  was  constantly  getting  in  difficul- 
ties with  his  reel  and  line  in  throwing  out,  so 
that  the  bait  would  nearly  sink  to  the  bottom 
before  ho  got  all  straight,  the  bait  itself  would 
sink  and  draw,  wobble  and  twist ; but — and  here 
is  where  our  expert  wondered — this  novice 
caught  the  fish.  Why  ? Because  by  accident 
he  had  without  knowing  it  imitated  the  actions 
of  a bait  in  difficulties. 

The  best  flight  that  I have  found  for  use  in 
these  slow  running  rivers  is  the  simple  two  ti’eble 
flight,  and  the  size  of  hooks  No-  5 or  -1,  Bedditch 
scale,  plenty  largo  enough.  These  two  hooks  are 
whipped,  nearly  close  together,  so  that  there  is 
not  more  than  a fiuarter  of  an  inch  of  gimp 
between  the  end  of  the  shank  of  the  bottom  hook 
and  the  bends  of  the  top  treble.  When  the 
water  is  very  bright  and  clear.  No.  5 hooks  will 
be  the  best,  and  they  should  be  dressed  on  bin. 
only  of  OOO  copper  gimp  (the  finest  size),  a single 
strand  of  strong  stained  salmon  gut  can  be 
joined  to  the  end  of  that  little  bit  of  gimp  on 
which  the  two  trebles  are  dressed  ; one  good  long 
single  str.and  will  do,  so  that  the  flight  proper, 
gimp  and  gut,  is  about  IGin.  in  length.  For  this  clear 
water  spinning, atraceof  1 lyds. inlength  of  strong 
single  salmon  gut  is  best,  with  a drop  lead  and 
buckle  swivel  on  the  end,  and  with  an  extra 
swivel  or  two  in  other  parts  of  it.  When  the 
water  is  clouded,  the  whole  of  the  trace  and 
flight  can  be  gimp.  I found  a small  roach,  one, 
say,  about  five  inches  long,  to  be  as  good  a 
spinning  bait  as  it  is  possible  to  use  in  these 
waters,  and  I need  not  say  that  the  fresher  it  is 
the  better ; indeed,  it  is  the  best  to  carry  them 
down  to  the  river  side  in  a bait  can  alive,  and 
knock  them  on  the  head  before  using,  and  use 
them  fresh  and  bleeding.  In  baiting  this  flight 
you  detach  the  hook  part  of  the  tackle  from  the 
buckle  swivel  of  the  trace,  and,  with  the  aid  of  a 
baiting  needle,  pass  the  loop  in  at  the  vent  of 
the  bait,  and  bring  it  out  of  the  mouth,  pulling  it 
through  till  the  shank  of  the  top  treble  is  in  the 
vent  of  the  bait ; you  then  stick  one  hook  of  the 
end  treble  in  the  root  of  the  tail  towards  the  top 
or  back.  This  causes  the  bait,  when  the  hooks 
are  pulled  tight,  to  bend  slightly  downwards  and 
sideways,  giving  it  that  attractive  wobbling  spin 
that  I have  found  so  deadly.  This  tackle  threaded 
through  the  bait  like  that  is  very  neat,  and  does 
not  show  the  small  hooks  any  thing  like  so  plainly 
as  the  ordinary  side  hooked  flight  does.  I found, 
after  a long  and  careful  trial  of  this  flight,  that 
with  the  two  trebles  being  close  together  and 
near  the  tail  end  of  bait,  it  was  possible  to  miss 
your  fl.sh  if  the  pike  seized  it  by  the  head  end, 
so  to  counteract  this  somewhat  I made  a small 
addition  in  the  shape  cf  another  very  small  treble, 
which  is  dressed  on  a loop  of  fine  gimp,  one  inch 
in  length  from  the  end  of  the  shank.  After  the 
bait  is  put  on  as  already  described,  this  small 
looped  treble  is  dropped  over  the  gut  or  gimp 
of  the  flight,  and  brought  down  to  the  nose 
of  the  bait,  and  one  of  the  hooks  is 
then  stuck  in  the  side  towards  the  back,  as  far 
beyond  the  gill  covers  as  the  small  loop  will 
allow  it  to  go.  This  is  a valuable  addition  to  that 
tackle.  Since  I adopted  it  I have  hooked  a fair 
percentage  of  my  pike  on  that  top  loose  treble. 
In  spinning  in  tliis  river,  where  the  w'ater  is 
shallow  and  weedj',  it  will  be  necessary  to  spin 
rather  near  the  surface,  and  a little  quicker,  than 
in  waters  clearer  and  deeper.  It  is  not  the 
correct  thing  to  spin  your  bait  home  like 
lightning.  In  a deep  and  sluggish  water  let  it 
sink  deep  down,  keep  moving  your  rod  point  at 
intervals  during  spinning  from  right  to  left,  and 
back  again,  and  wind  home  slowl3^  If  it  is 
choked  u]i  with  weeds  you  must  keep  your  bait 
above  these  weeds,  or  in  the  clear  runs  between 
the  weed  beds.  It  is  a general  thing  to  tlii’ow 
the  bait  across  and  down  stream,  and  draw  it  back 
against  the  current,  searching  all  the  -water  well 
over.  I have  found  after  searching  the  water  well 
by  that  ]ilan.  to  have  had  a slice  of  luck,  b3’ 
throwing  the  bait  up  stre.am  and  drawing  it 
down  the  same  direction  as  the  current  is 


running.  Maii3’  a good  fish  have  I picked  up  by 
this  plan,  after  having  searched  all  the  water  b3^ 
the  orthodox  down  stream  cast.  I have  fancied 
that  it  was  because  the  bait  looked  more  natural 
going  down  stream.  I must,  however,  postpone 
my  further  remarks  on  this  river  and  its  pike 
spinning  till  another  week. 

(To  he  continued.) 


ANGLING  EXPEDITION  IN 
CUMBERLAND. 

By  Gilnockie. 

The  charming  village  of  Wetheral  is  one  of  the 
most  picturesfjue  hamlets  in  Cumberland — nay, 
perhaps  within  the  whole  range  of  the  British 
Isles.  Situated  close  to  the  River  Eden,  it  is  over- 
looked by  Corby  Castle,  which,  standing  on  a 
high  eminence  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
commands  an  extensive  view  of  the  glorious 
valley  of  the  Eden  from  Carlisle  to  Armathwaite. 
Wetheral  is  famous  for — but  never  mind  what  it 
is  famous  for — this  is  a fishing  story,  and  as  the 
immortal  Bard  of  .CMedonia  remarked  on  a 
certain  occasion — ■ 

Perhaps  it  may  turn  out  a sang, 

Perhaps  turn  out  a sermon. 

At  any  rate  this  “ owre  true  tale  ” may  possibly 
finish  up  with  an  otter  hunt  of  a very  appalling 
pattern,  who  knows  ? Now,  for  the  tale  straight 
away  in  thorough  good  earnest.  Away  back  in 
the  forties  I happened  to  be  residing  in  Carlisle, 
and  not  only  knew  everyone  w'orth  knowing  in 
the  Border  City  but  also  most  of  the  guid  folks 
throughout  the  whole  counti’y  side  for  miles 
round.  The  village  of  Wetheral,  be  it  known, 
was  not  at  that  period  the  fashionable  resort  it 
has  since  those  good  old  days  blossomed  into.  A 
good  many  thatched  cottages  existed  at  the  time 
I speak  of,  mostly  occupied  by  veterans  who  had 
seen  a hantle  o’  service  on  the  River  Eden,  both 
as  fishers  and  otter  hunters.  Close  by  the  water’s 
edge,  in  a snug  little  heild,  lived  one  Bob  Ellwood, 
or  Old  Bob,  as  everyone  called  him.  Bob  knew, 
and  was  known  by  almost  every  man,  woman,  and 
child  in  the  county  of  Cumberland.  He  stood 
over  6ft.,  with  corresponding  girth,  and  was  as 
straight  as  a darning  needle  stuck  in  a board, 
although  he  was  careering  about,  in  respect  to 
age  on  the  confines  of  ninety.  Bob  was  a ruth- 
less and  uncompromising  tyrant  to  all  the  other 
old  fogies  in  the  neighbourhood,  whom  he  kept  in 
a state  of  the  most  abject  terror.  Ho  had  a will 
of  iron,  it  was  law,  and  resembled  those  statutes  of 
the  Modes  and  Persians  which  we  are  told 
altereth  not.  Old  Bob  always  turned  a deaf  ear 
to  complaints  anent  influenza,  paralytic  strokes, 
rheumatism,  lumbago,  or  any  of  the  other  fashion- 
able ailments  peculiar  to  persons  of  advanced 
age.  Bob  always  reckoned  up  such  murmurings 
as  downright  laziness,  resulting  from  a frantic 
desire  to  shirk  work  at  the  comparative  early 
age  of,  say,  eighty  sunimers.  He  was  a tough 
one  was  Old  Bob,  a thoroughbred  Cumbrian, 
whilst  his  canny,  douce,  sonsie, kind-hearted  better 
half,  Bett3%  was  born  and  reared  over  the  Border 
at  a certain  “ muckle  toon.”  Although  a tyrant 
to  others  old  Bob  perfectly-  worshipped  Betty, 
especially  when  she  refrained  from  contradicting 
the  despotic  dictator,  and  allowed  him  unlimited 
scope  in  his  frolics.  Besides  Old  Bob  was,  the 
neighbours  said,  alaal  bit  flait  o’  Betty.  Be  that 
how  it  may,  they^  were  never  known  to  have  ivords 
or  to  “fratch”  on  any  subject  save  one,  and  that 
was  as  to  the  relative  merits  of  their  somewhat 
similar  dialects.  Old  Bob  maintained  that  “ Canny 
an  Id  Cumberland  caps  t’em  a’  still ;”  at  the  same 
time  Betty  stood  uj)  boldly,  unflinchingly,  and 
gallantly  in  defence  of  the  braid  Scotch  which  is 
spoken  in  Dumfriesshire  and  its  neighbouring 
county,  ‘‘  the  land  of  Burns,”  where  Betty  had  at 
one  time  resided.  Old  Bob  always  expressed 
himself  in  the  somewhat  uncouth  lingo  peculiar 
to  Cumberland,  whilst  Betty  adhered  strictly  to 
the  more  kindly  lowland  Scottish  mode  of  speech. 
Bob,  who  had  been  a mighty  hunter  in  his  day, 
had  long  since  ceased  to  follow  the  hounds ; 
indeed,  he  at  times  admitted  that  “ Betty  wadna 
let  him  oot,”  a statement  many  folks  wondered 
at,  especially  those  who  know  what  a camstairey' 
carle  old  Bob  had  been  in  his  youth,  and,  for  the 
matter  of  that,  when  he  had  the  fit  on  him  still  was. 
Bob  was,  at  the  period  I allude  to,  at  least  accord- 
ing to  llis  own  account,  “ a guid  hand  at  fishin’.” 
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llo  was  fond  of  boasting  tliat  ho  had  often  been 
out  with  Dicky  Iloutlodgo  when  the  pair  o’  them 
would  lish  for  a whole  week  “ reet  dooii  t’  watter 
fraeApplobypastCarel  to  t’  Solway  Firth.”  (.^uoth 
Old  ]lob,  “A  ws  an  a’  roun’ spoor tsnian,  aw  ia_; 
hevn’t  ah  been  at  a cock  fecht  wid  Dick  Bailey  ? 
mony’s  the  time  a’\e  followed  t’  otter  houns 
alang  wid  Sandy  the  huntsman  on  ivvry  river  in 
a’  Cumberland  and  \Fostmoreland  when  Robinson 
Carr  was  maister,  an’  Dickey  Routledge  used  to 
gang  near  mad  when  we  spoilt  his  pitch.  Weyah, 
what ! a’ve  been  pigeon  shootin’  wid  Tom  Coates. 
A’ve  worsted  wid  t’  Sleagilt  Giant  and  wid  Pro- 
fessor Wullson  (Kit  North),  when  he  was  stayin’ 
in  Westmoreland,  and  fell’d  him  tu  yince  at 
Ambleside,  but  t’  Professor  was  as  strang  as  a 
horse,  an’  as  he  said  hissel’,  ‘ lish  as  a troot.’  ” 
Hunting  and  shooting,  however,  was  old  Bob’s 
greatest  theme.  lie  w’as  often  employed  to 
attend  Sir  James  Graham  of  Netherhy,  ilie  Sir 
James,  on  his  shooting  expeditions  on  the 
Border,  and  he  used  to  relate  with  glee  in  bread 
Cumberland  how  he  once  accompanied  the  Knight 
of  Netherby  to  the  wilds  of  Bewcastle — the 
debatable  land  and  ancient  hunting  ground  of 
the  old  Border  Reviers — on  a ten  days’  grouse 
shooting  tour.  How  Lord  Stanley  (the  Rupert 
of  debate),  Mr.  Gladstone,  Sir  Robert  Peel,  and 
Mr.  Sidney  Herbert  were  once  of  the  party,  and 
stayed  several  days,  all  of  them  roughing  it  in  the 
shepherds’  huts,  as  the  farmhouses  afforded  scant 
accommodation  in  those  days.  Old  Bob  could 
remember  Sir  James  having  a “ fratch  ” with  the 
proprietor  of  Bailey  Hope  Farm,  who  disputed  the 
distinguished  statesman’s  assumed  rights  as  lord 
of  the  manor.  Words  ran  high  at  the  time,  and 
Sir  James  looked,  according  to  Old  Bob,  “as  if 
he  would  hev  liked  to  sheake  t’  bran  oot  o’  Bailey 
Hope ; who  was,”  remarked  Old  Bob,  “ a verra 
laal  feckless  crater.”  Old  Bob  was  in  greatest 
fettle  when  he  related  his  foxhunting  experiences. 
He  had  known  John  Peel,  the  famous  huntsman, 
intimately,  and  many  a “crack”  the  twaesome 
had  owre  a dram  at  Caldbeck,  among  the 
Cumberland  hills,  after  the  earth  stopping  had 
been  completed  over  night,  when  the  pair  were 
both  in  the  heyday  of  their  manhood.  They  were 
hunters  of  the  olden  fashion,  up  in  the  morning 
early  to  follow  the  drag  over  the  hills  in  the  mist, 
while  fashionable  hunters  still  lay  in  the  blankets. 
With  what  rapture  Bob  used  to  relate  how  he  had 
sat  by  the  fireside  on  the  eve  of  a hunt  with  John 
Woodcock  Graves,  the  author  of  the  celebrated 
hunting  song,  “John  Peel,”  recalling  the  feats  of 
each  particular  hound  and  the  narrow  break- neck 
escapes  they  had  had  time  after  time  in  I’ocky 
Cumberland  and  wild  Westmoreland. 

The  very  recollection  of  Woodcock  Graves  and 
John  Peel  was  always  too  much  for  Old  Bob’s 
feelings,  and  at  such  times  he  usually  broke  out 
into  song,  with  the  first  verse  and  chorus  of 
“ John  Peel.” 

D’ye  ken  Jwohn  Peel,  wid  bees  cwoat  sae  gray  ? 

D'ye  ken  Jwohn  Peel,  at  the  break  o’  the  day  P 

D’ye  ken  Jwohn  Peel,  when  hee’s  far,  far  away  ? 

Wid  his  boons  and  his  whom  i’  the  mworning. 

Churus. 

’Twas  the  sonn’  o’  bees  whom  brout  me  frae  my  bed. 
An’  the  cry  o’  bees  boons  has  m’  oftentimes  led, 

For  Peel’s  view  hullo  would  waken  the  dead, 

Or  a fox  frae  his  lair  i’  the  mworning. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  chorus  the  old  man 
would  remark,  “that’s  how  Woodcock  Graves  rit 
t’  sang.”  And  so  it  was,  as  the  celebrated  hunting 
song  has  gone  through  many  modifications  since 
it  was  written  at  Caldbeck  over  sixty  years  ago. 
When  the  news  of  John  Peel’s  death  (in  his  78th 
year),  which  took  place  in  1851,  reached  John 
Woodcock  Graves,  who  was  then  in  Tasmania, 
be,  like  a true  sportsman,  wrote  a manly  tribute 
to  the  memory  of  the  famous  hunter,  commencing 
as  follows : 

0 ! heave  not  my  heart,  for  this  tear  from  mine  eye 

I w'ould  dash,  were  it  not  that  I feel 
That  the  time  will  soon  come  when  all  hunters  shall  die, 

So  I drop  this  one  down  for  John  Peel,  ito.,  &e. 

But,  deary  me,  I’m  off  the  rails  again ! Let  me 
g d back  to  that  wicked  old  hangie,  old  Bob 
Fllwood.  Determination — obstinacy,  some  people 
call  it — was  Old  Bob’s  strong  point,  and  when  he 
was  bent  on  doing  anything,  nothing  could  or 
would  stop  him.  He  possessed  another  strong 
point,  he  was  the  most  artful  cuss  in  all  Cumber- 
land. \"ou  never  knew  what  he  was  up  to,  or 
whether  he  was  circumventing  you,  or  where  you 


had  him.  “ Betty,”  said  Bob  to  his  helpmate  one 
fine  morning  in  the  leafy  month  of  .1  une,  “ Betty, 
aws  meado  up  my  mind  at  last.”  “ O,  have  ye,” 
replied  Betty,  who  had  been  married  to  Old  Bob 
some  sixty  odd  summers,  including  winters,  and 
who  at  once  divined  ructions  in  the  near  future. 
“ Never  thocht  ye’re  mind  wantit  muckle  makiii’ 
up  sine  aw  kent  ye.”  “ Aws  meade  up  my  mind,” 
continued  Old  Bob,  “to  change  that  otter  hunt 
aw  was  speakin’  aboot  into  a greet  big  fishin’ 
match.”  “Otter  hunt,  fishin’  match,” fjuoth  Betty, 
“ are  ye  dreamin’,  ye  auld  haverel  i’  ” Betty  had 
never  heard  a syllable  about  either  the  hunt  or 
the  fishing  tournament.  This  was  one  of  Old 
Bob’s  artful  attempts  to  bamboozle  the  old  lady. 
“ Weyah,  you  see,”  said  Old  Bob,  not  noticing  the 
interrujition,  “ those  three  old  cripples,  Joe  Black, 
heo’s  only  eighty,  Geordie  Little,  a maitter  of 
seventy-eight,  and  Jim  Fi.sher  nut  eighty-four,  a’ 
meakin’ oot  they’re  rheumatic,  paralytic,  and  a’  that 
swort  o’  rubbish,  nut  yen  ov  them’s  gitten’  pluck 
eneugh  to  hunt  a cat,  but  aw’ll  hev  them  oot  till 
t’  watter  side  for  a’  that  rheumatism  rubbish  is 
domed  laziness  at  their  ages,  only  bits  o’  lads. 
Lrok  at  me,  nor  ninety  and  nobbit  a buoy.  Hang 
me,  aw’ll  nut  hev't,  aws  d-c-t-c-r-inined  to  pub  a 
stop  on  t’  hale  thing,  an’  what’s  mair,  aw  wunnet 
hev’t.”  At  this  point  Old  Bob  smote  the  table  a 
vigorous  blow  with  his  jionderous  “ leg  o’  mutton 
o’  a neive,”  as  he  was  fond  of  denominating  his 
dexter  fin,  which  made  the  plates,  even  on  the 
very  dresser,  quiver  and  rattle,  and  nigh 
demolished  a complete  set  of  Betty’s  favourite 
china,  which,  by  the  way,  had  been  a wedding 
present  from  some  of  her  Scottish  friends.  Old 
Bob  evidently  meant  business,  and  when  the  fib 
was  on  him  be  was  as  crooked  and  twined  in  his 
proceedings  as  the  hind  leg  of  a dog.  “ I ken 
richt  weel  what  wilt  be  the  upshot  o’  a’  this,” 
((uietly  observed  the  guid  wife.  “ Have  ye  nae 
pity  in  ye’re  heart,  ava  Bob,  that  ye  ettle  to  tak 
thi’ee  puir  auld  men  doon  to  the  watter  side  P 
Just  as  weel  tak  them  to  thekirkyard  at  ance,  for 
they’ll  never  come  back  alive.  Wherever  do  ye 
intend  to  fish,  man — what’s  come  owre  ye  P ” “0, 

we’ll  start  in  t’  BoatPuil,  then  doon  to  t’  Q.uarry 
Puil,  an’  away  on  to  Armathwaite,  an’  hev  a 
tatii:)Ot  at  t’  Red  Lion,  it’s  a’  arranged,  we’ll  hev  a 
day,  sicena  day  too,  ance  in  oor  lives,  by  gum.” 
“ You  ouchb  to  be  muckle  ashamed  o’  yoursel’. 
Bob,  at  your  time  o’  life;  ye’re  just  simply 
murderin’  three  auld  men,  each  wi’  yin  fit  in  the 
greave  and  t’  other  yin  danglin’  outside  on’b. 
There  will  suin  be  three  mair  widows  in  the 
village,  as  nane  o’  the  husbands  will  ever  come 
back  if  ance  ye  get  them  amang  the  rocks  at 
Armathwaite.  As  for  you,  Bob,  ye’ll  come  back 
like  eneucb,  an’  be  thrawn  on  my  hauns  like  a bad 
threepenny-bit.”  Bob  merely  snoi-ted  defiance  at 
the  conclusion  of  Betty’s  lecture,  and,  striding 
out  of  the  house  like  a lamplighter,  wended  his 
way  to  the  Crown  Inn,  and  ordered  a huge  bowl 
of  recking  hot  punch  for  himself  and  his  cronies, 
whom  he  immediately  sent  for.  After  a long 
interval  Joe  Black  comes  tottering  in  leaning 
heavily  on  his  nibby,  and  coughing  like  a 
locomotive  in  a fit. 

(To  he  continued.) 


A LOCAL  ANGLER’S  EXPERIENCES 
OF  LONDON  ANGLERS. 

’Tvv.'vs  a beautiful  morning  in  August  last 
when  I strolled  down  the  river  at  about  I o’clock, 
on  the  lookout  for  a swim  or  two.  I returned 
with  a friend  towards  a favourite  spot  for  anglers 
— a mill  pool — nicely  situated,  of  good  dimensions, 
trees  round  one  side,  and  a small  island — a very 
ideal  pool  for  fish,  and  where  many  a good  bream, 
roacb,  and  dace  have  been  quietly  lifted  from 
their  native  haunts,  never  to  return  again.  It 
was  7 o’clock  and  the  mill  had  stopped ; water 
very  low  and  particularly  bright.  My  friend 
and  I wended  our  way  round  to  a jetty  adjoining 
the  mill  wall,  where  wo  discovered  two  anglers 
endeavouring  to  catch  some  fish.  No  ordinary 
angler  in  the  world  would  have  put  rod  and  line 
together  under  similar  circumstajices,  bub  we 
learnt  that  they  had  come  alt  the  way  from 
London  the  previous  night,  and  meant  “ having 
something,”  evidently  by  hook  or  by  crook — 
more  by  the  latter  than  by  the  former — combined 
with  “art,”  and,  as  the  following  will  show,  they 
evidently  were  not  the  ordinary  type  of  a London 
angler.  As  we  approached  them,  a conversa- 


tion was  going  on  between  the  followers  of  the 
gentle  craft  and  the  few  yokels,  who  are 
always  present  at  ])articular  spots,  although 
probably  they  never  caught  a fish  in  their  life,  and 
yet  know  their  haunts — the  various  fish  in  the 
particular  water — and,  last  but  not  least,  the  size 
of  the  usual  “wonderful  one”  which  is  always 
known  by  them  to  be  there,  but  never  caught, 
of  course  not  forgetting  to  add  its  weight  (1 
always  give  these  members  of  society  a wide 
berth). 

But  to  return  to  the  “antics”  of  the  two 
(should  this  ever  cross  their  eye,  I hope  they  will 
excuse  me,  but  I really  cannot  describe  it  other- 
wise). Of  course  they  each  had  the  “ mysterious  ” 
box  of  utensils — which  country  anglers  seem 
never  to  need — bait  of  all  descriptions  ; rods, 
well  probably  three  each ; lines  ad  lib.,  some  as 
thick  as  whipcord,  and,  judging  from  their  dis- 
play on  the  jetty,  one  expected  the  pool  to  bo 
cleared  that  day.  Bill  (that  was  the  name  of 
one)  fitted  uj)  a ledger — ^a  lob- worm  was  his 
bait,  the  hook  having  been  passed  through  side 
to  side  twice,  leaving  some  inches  of  the  worm 
(probably  to  attract  the  fish).  Onlookers  were 
asked  by  Bill  to  stand  “ a one  side  ” whilst  he 
threw  out,  which  he  did  with  a vengeance  and 
with  a heavy  splash.  Down  went  to  all  appear- 
ances the  Joz.  lead  and  mangled  worm  to  the 
bottom  of  the  pool.  Bill  took  a long  breath 
of  relief.  Jack,  his  mate,  was  fishing  at 
the  corner  of  the  jetty — in  the  glai’e  of 
the  sun,  no  movement  of  the  water,  clear  as 
crystal — and  several  times  expressed  doubts  as 
to  any  fish  being  there,  but  these  were  dispelled 
by  the  yokels,  when  all  at  once  a shoal  of  bream 
passed  exactly  under  poor  Jack’s  rod.  Jack 
shouted  out  almost  to  the  top  of  his  voice,  “ Aye, 
Bill,  do  you  twig  ’em  ? Look  out ! Golly  ! I 
never  see  such  fish!”  Bill,  anxious  to  join 
in  the  sight,  went  to  step  down  to  Jack 
(we  saw  the  shoal  though  some  yards  further 
off  than  Bill);  the  inevitable  slip  was  made, 
which  brought  Bill  on  to  poor  Jack’s  corn. 
The  usual  epithets  followed,  as  the  fish 
passed  quietly  on,  but  the  amusement  was 
not  over.  Bill  recovered  himself,  and  Jack  in  a 
few  moments  picked  up  rod  and  line,  threw  out 
again,  and  laid  it  down  to  rest.  Presently  the 
yokels  declared  “something  was  on,”  as  the 
float  was  being  drawn  away,  and  Jack  imme- 
diately took  up  the  rod,  struck  violently,  and 
(in  his  opinion)  had  hooked  “ a whopper.”  Bat, 
alas  ! it  was  not  to  be.  Jack  pulled,  and  shouted 
to  Bill  to  get  the  landing  net,  which  was  forth- 
coming, such  as  it  was,  small  in  diameter,  handle 
about  '2ft.  long,  small  meshed  net,  with  a wire 
hoop  (more  of  a child’s  butterfly  net  than  a 
landing  net).  My  friend  and  I were  forced  to 
smile — there  was  Jack  lugging  in,  yokels  shout- 
ing and  declaring  he  had  the  “ whopper  ” on, 
and  Bill  making  all  haste  to  get  in  position  for 
landing.  Jack  now  began  to  get  nervous — some- 
thing was  coming — when  two  fish,  a 4oz.  perch 
and  Hb.  bream,  were  brought  to  the  surface, 
not  hoohecl  by  Jach,  but  already  attached 
to  each  other  by  a broken  paternoster,  and  poor 
Jack’s  line  had  crossed  the  gut  between  the  two. 
However,  Bill  and  his  landing  net,  after  several 
struggles,  managed  to  secui’e  the  two  fish,  and 
the  bream  was  looked  at  by  both  rodsmen  with 
eyes  like  a child  peeping  into  a sweetmeat  shop. 
Bill  took  the  bream  up  in  his  hands,  and  imme- 
diately dropped  it,  which  caused  Jack  to  remon- 
strate, and  Bill  declared  he  would  wash  the  fish 
as  it  was  so  “ very  greasy.”  Kneeling  down  in 
order  to  effect  this,  poor  Bill  let  the  fish  slip 
entirely  out  of  his  hands,  and,  as  if  thanking 
Jack  for  catching  him  and  Bill  for  unhooking  the 
paternoster,  Mr.  Bream  swam  quietly  away  to 
join  its  merry  companions.  I do  not  care  to 
quote  their  language,  but  I left  them  amid  the 
laughter  of  those  present.  Bill  declaring  that  was 
the  only  fish  in  the  pool.  The  poor  little  perch 
was  consigned  to  a very  large  creel,  and  some 
time  afterwards  I paid  them  another  visit.  In 
Jack’s  conversation  with  some  fresh  arrivals  I 
found  tlie  bream  had  grown  considerably  in 
weight  (as  all  fish  do  after  being  caught).  Jack 
and  Bill  were  not  over  friendly  with  each  other, 
but  both  unanimously  agreed  thei’e  were  no  fish, 
so  to  speak,  in  the  water,  and  after  fishing,  or 
“grappling,”  I should  term  it,  for  fish,  for  about 
eight  hours,  the  little  perch  was  their  only 
reward.  Tony, 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

E.  Beale  — On  the  dx'ainage  of  Miller’s  Pond  you 
may  get  good  coarse  fishing ; also  in  Netley  Abbey, 
Shirley,  and  Luzzborough  Ponds.  In  Preemantle  Pond 
and  the  private  water  in  Bannister’s  Park  there  are  a 
few  tench,  carp,  and  perch. 


[ TFe  do  not.  hold  our.telves  re.tponsihle  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

“ One  of  the  charms  of  anyling  is  that  it  presents  an 
endless  field  for  argument,  speculation,  and  experi- 
ment."— T.  E.  Pbitt. 

SNAKES. 

SiT4,— T had  stated  that  when  a snake  was  in  the  act 
of  striking,  it  was  then  he  opened  his  month.  “ Mark 
Antony”  says  a sn.ake  “could  not  strike  without 
opening  his  mouth. ” But  th.at  is  not  the  riuestion. 
It  had  been  stated  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  that  a snake 
opens  his  mouth  when  he  raises  his  head  preparatory  to 
striking,  and  we  shall  see  ])rosently  from  “ Mark 
Antony’s”  letter  that  thi.s  is  the  general  opinion;  so 
that  when  he  compares  my  statement  to  “ Nelly  Bly 
shutting  her  eye  when  she  eoes  to  sleep,’’  he  might  as 
well  have  written,  “ Nelly  Bly  winks  her  eye  when  she 
meets  her  lover,”  for  all  it  had  to  do  with  the  real  issue. 
However,  this  is  a small  matter. 

Mark  Antony  ” asks  : “ Am  I to  understand  that  all 
the  pictures  I have  seen,  some  in  natural  histories,  with 
snakes  (their  mouths  oi>en)  icaiting  to  sna))  at  the  very 
devil  if  he  came  that  way,  are  all  wu-ongl”  I do  not 
know  about  the  devil,  as  he  and  the  snake  are  said  to 
have  had  ancient  relations,  but  in  all  other  cases  I think 
he  may  so  understand,  as  during  an  experienee  of 
twenty-six  years  in  countries  where  smakes  grow  and 
flourish — America,  Africa,  India — I have  never  observed 
anything  of  the  kind. 

It  may  be  well  to  .state  hero  how  a snake  does  act. 
He  never  appears  to  have  any  desire  to  bite  anyboily 
or  anything  unless  in  self  defence  or  when  in  search  of 
food.  In  the  latter  case  he  does  not  raise  his  head  or 
give  any  w’arning  hiss.  He  goes  stealthily  to  his  victim, 
if  need  be  making  a rush  when  near,  and  liites  not  once 
but  moi-e  than  once.  In  this  ease,  also,  he  kills  only 
what  he  can  swallow  whole.  If  one  touches  a snake, 
either  accidentally  or  otherwise,  little  short  of  a miracle 
will  prevent  him  biting,  and  then  ho  “ goes  for  you” 
in  the  nearest  way  and  without  rai.s'ng  his  head  or 
giving  the  warning  hiss.  A case  of  this  kind 
occurred  many  y'cars  ago  in  America.  A weli-known 
doctor  in  New  York  kept  a number  of  these  reptiles,  and 
was  fond  of  showing  them  to  his  friends.  Wishing  to 
show  the  gr.acefiil  movements  of  one  jiretty  creature,  he 
darted  his  hand  into  the  box  where  it  was  and  touched  it 
with  his  finger,  (iuick  as  he  was,  the  snake  was 
(piieker,  and  that  touch  cost  him  his  life,  his  finger 
having  been  bitten.  Were  it  not  for  what  I have  stated 
in  the  first  part  of  this  paragrajrh,  it  would  be  almost 
impossible  to  live  in  coirntries  where  snakes  abound,  as 
anyone  who  goes  about  mrreh  encounters  them  almost 
daily,  and  often  many  times  in  the  day.  You  find  them 
in  your  house.  A lady  1 knew  in  India  moved  out  of 
three  bungalows  in  a sliort  time  because  she  had  found  a 
snake  in  each.  Not  long  since  I saw  the  rattle  of  a 
large  rattlesnake  which  a gentleman  in  California  had 
sent  home  to  his  friends.  He  had  killed  the  snake  at  his 
kitchen  door. 

I was  out  shooting  on  one  occasion,  a soldier  of  my 
company  named  Turner  walking  behind  me.  We  were 
moving  through  soft,  green  grass,  about  a foot  long, 
near  a stream.  Suddenly  Turner  said,  “Stop;  I sm.ell 
a pvff  adder."  “ I)on’t  talk  nonsense,”  I said.  “There’s 
a puff  adder  here,”  he  replied.  We  searched  everywhei'e 
about,  but  found  nothing.  As  Turner  had  been  so 
positive,  I kept  my  eyes  open,  and,  sure  enough,  some 
twenty  yards  from  the  s()ot  where  he  first  spoke.  I found 
a puff  adder  concealed  in  the  gras  It  was  about  2ft.  bin.  in 
length,  but  very  thick  -a  dangerous  brute.  I then  asked 
Turner  what  he  meant  Iiy  telling  me  he  could  smell  the 
snake.  “ I went  out  once,”  siid  he,  “ to  the  deserted 
villages”  (one  called  Auburn,  like  another  deserted 
village)  “ to  get  some  peaches.  As  yon  know,  the  roofs 
are  flat,  and  the  best  peaehe.s  were  growing  over  the 
roofs.  I got  my  hands  on  the  roof,  drawing  myself  up, 
and  when  my  head  was  even  with  the  roof  I found  my 
nose  again.st  the  body  of  a puff  adder.  I can  smell  a 
puff  adder  anywhere  since  then.  " 

In  illustration  of  what  I stated  in  the  second  paragraph 
of  this  letter,  I will  here  give,  from  scores  of  others, 
three  experiences  of  encounters  with  large  snakes,  w’hich 
occurred  in  as  many  minutes,  and  from  which  “Mark 
Antony  ” can  draw  his  own  conclusions.  From  my 
garden  in  Africa  a path  about  (jft.  wide,  with  banks  of 
earth  on  each  side,  led  to  a sluggish  and  not  very  clear 
stream,  containing  coarse  fish,  crabs,  eels,  water 
tortoises,  and  guanas.  The  path  was  about  100  yard.s 
long,  and  in  the  summer  got  choked  with  a luxuriant 
growth  of  nettles,  the  tops  of  which  w'C  were  glad  to  cat 
at  times  for  want  of  other  vegetables.  Owing  to  tbo 
position  of  the  sun  in  regard  to  the  path,  the  belts  of 
nettles  were  about  three  feet  wide  on  the  right  of  the 
path  going  down  to  the  river,  and  about  two  feet  wide 
on  the  left  side,  leaving  a narrow  path  between.  One 
evening  after  sunset  I w'ent  down  this  path,  and  had 
preceeded  only  a few  paces  when  I heard  a sharp  rustle 
in  the  nctUes  on  my  right,  and  only  a pace  in  front  of 
me,  follow'ed  by  a loud  hiss.  I knew  the  sound  well  and 
took  care  not  to  stop.  Locking  down  1 saw  part  of 


the  body  of  a large  snake,  the  head  in  position  to  strike, 
about  sixteen  inches  from  the  ground,  and  within  a foot 
of  my  right  leg.  The  month  was  practically  closed,  but 
the  slender  tongue  protruded,  flashing  in  and  out,  as 
Mark  Antony  ” says.  I looked  back  for  nine  or  ten 
paces,  and  the  head  was  still  raised.  "When  I had  got 
half  wa.v  down  the  path,  precisely  the  same  thing 
happened  with  another  snake  of  the  same  size — 
mouth,  tongue,  and  the  rest  of  it.  I began  to 
ask  myself  if  I was  bewitched,  as  I had  never 
seen  a snake  on  the  path  before.  At  the  end  of  the  path 
near  the  river  the  nettles  were  more  luxuriant  on  the 
right  side,  but  did  not  go  so  far  on  the  left  side,  so  tliat 
there  was  an  open  space  of  about  12ft.  by  8ft.  I kept  a 
sh.arp  eye  on  these  nettles  and  gave  them  a wider  berth. 
As  1 passed  them,  however,  a much  larger  snake 
rushed  out.  His  movement  w’as  so  rapid  that  I scarcely 
saw  him  until  his  head  was  close  to  my  right  foot.  He 
then  rapidly  raised  his  head  some  twenty  inches  from 
the  ground,  and  with  curved  neck  gave  a loud  hiss.  I 
knew  their  habits,  and  was  not  afraid.  Going  some 
seven  feet  from  him,  1 searched  for  stones  or  sticks  to 
attack  him  with,  as  1 feared  nothing'  in  those  days,  and 
sometimes  my  back  was  towards  him.  Looking  back  in 
more  sober  moments  now,  1 think  it  was  very  lucky  I 
could  find  no  weapon,  as  I would  have  been  no  match 
for  him  with  .any  ordinary  weapon,  and  had  I found 
one  these  lines  would  probably  never  have  been  written. 
His  mouth  was  closed,  but  no  tongue  w.as  visible.  Not 
being  .able  to  find  a we.apon  I shouted  at  him,  then, 
throwing  my  arms  up,  I gesticulated  wildl.y,  and  “ looked 
daggers  ” at  him.  He  remained  in  readiness  to  strike, 
but  never  moved,  even  when  I advanced  a pace  towards 
him,  and  stamped  my  foot  on  the  ground.  This  lasted 
for  quite  three  minutes,  during  which  time  he  never 
took  his  calm,  wicked  eyes  off  me.  What  a silly  snake 
he  would  have  looked  had  his  moufh  been  open  all  this 
time  1 Then  I stood  motionless  for  quite  a minute,  but 
still  ho  did  not  move.  At  last  ho  began  almost 
imperceptibly  to  lower  his  head,  and  it  must  have 
been  quite  another  minute  before  he  placed  it  on 
the  ground.  During  all  these  minutes  he  could  have 
given  me  a death  wound  in  less  than  a second 
had  he  wished  to  do  so.  Turning  his  head  slowly  to 
the  nettles  he  entered  them  about  4ft.  from  where  his 
body  emerged,  and  it  was  quite  three  minutes  more 
before  I saw  the  t.ail  disappear,  he  drew  his  body  so 
slowly  into  his  hiding  place.  His  body  was  .about 
lin.  in  diameter,  and  I judged  his  length  to  be  from 
22ft.  to  24ft.  I have  had  many  more  dangerous  en- 
counter's with  snakes,  but  never  one  so  remarkable.  I 
never  before  nor  since  saw  a snake  act  in  this  aggres- 
sive way  without  provocitinn,  and  I think  now  th.at  he 
was  on  the  feed,  .and  rushed  out  with  intent  to  kill,  not 
seeing  through  the  dense  nettles  that  lie  had  such  a large 
animal  as  man  to  deal  with.  I am  thankful  that  he  stopped 
in  time.  Snakes,  like  eels,  feed  principally  .at  night. 

Does  the  method  of  attack  depend  on  the  size  of  the 
victim?  No,  not  .as  far  as  striking  is  ooncerned. 

I will  now  give  two  instances  of  encounters  with 
small  snakes  when  on  horseback.  I had  mounted  my 
horse  in  front  of  my  house  when  he  began  to  plunge 
violently.  At  first  1 thought  something  had  got  under 
Ihe  saddle,  but  seeing  him  trembling  with  terror,  I 
knew  there  was  a snake  near.  Getting  him  some  dis- 
tance away,  I dismounted  and  gave  him  to  the  groom. 
Returning  to  the  house  I saw  a pretty  but  deadly  little 
green  snake,  about  Loin,  long  against  ithe  wall,  his  little 
head  raised  .about  4in.,  in  readinc.'s  to  strike.  Need  I 
say  that  his  mouth  was  not  open  P Snakes  like  to  lie 
on  the  soft  warm  dust  on  the  roadway,  and  thus  go  to 
sleep  in  the  hot  sunshine.  Cantering  along  a road  once 
my  horse  did  not  see  a snake  until  he  was  almost  on  it, 
when  he  reared  on  his  haunches,  and,  while  so,  jerked 
himself  round  at  right  angles,  and  bolted  into  a wood 
on  his  right.  I had  .a  bad  time  of  it  for  a few  minutes, 
and  both  were  more  or  less  torn  by  the  branches— I most 
so.  The  horse  trembled  for  half  an  hour  afterwards. 
How  did  he  know  that  .snakes  are  deadly?  He  could 
not  have  been  bitten.  The  knowledge  must  have  been 
transmitted.  I have  been  told  that  an  English  horse 
takes  no  notice  of  an  adder. 

I cannot  do  better  than  close  this  paper  by  introducing 
my  old  fishing  and  shooting  companion.  Private  Moore, 
to  the  reader  again.  Moore  was  as  great  on  snakes  as 
on  eels.  I have  stood  over  him  while  he  has  placed  his 
hnoh  lerrie  (a  stick  about  .5ft.  long,  with  a round  knob 
at  top)  on  ihe  head  of  a snake  7ft.  long,  he  has  then 
placed  his  left  knee  on  the  snake’s  neck,  and  with  his 
finger.s  (keeping  them  well  in  front  of  the  fangs)  has 
opened  the  snake’s  month.  Holding  the  month  open 
with  the  fore  finger  and  thumb  of  his  left  hand,  with  his 
right  hand  he  has  taken  the  quid  of  tob.acco  out  of  his 
mouth  and  placed  it  well  back  in  the  mouth  of  the  snake, 
behind  the  fangs,  introducing  it  in  the  side  of  the  mouth. 
Then  closing  the  mouth  he  has  held  the  jaws  close 
together  for  not  more  than  five  or  six  seconds.  Then  he 
cooly  got  up  and  left  the  snake  to  do  what  it  pleased.  It 
could  do  nothing— the  body  moved  for  a time,  but  the 
head  was  dead.  Here  was  one  of  the  most  venomous 
reptiles  destroyed  in  a few  seconds  by  a poison  that  men 
delight  in,  and  which  is  thousands  of  times  more  deadly 
and  more  rapid  in  its  effects  than  its  own!  ! !— at  all 
events,  as  far  as  the  snake  was  concerned.  Beware  of 
the  nicotine,  ye  smokers  and  chewers. — 1 am,  &c  , 

.1.  Ferguson. 

[We  are  much  obliged  to  Major  Ferguson  for  his 
interesting  letter.  Some  snakes  are  very  fond  of  milk. 
We  read  not  long  .ago  of  one  which  robbed  a baby  of  its 
mother’s  milk  by  sucking  at  her  breasts  when  she  was 
a.sleep.  Another  “creepy  ” story  was  to  the  effect  that  an 
old  blind  man,  when  sipping  his  bowl  of  milk,  heard  some 
other  body  doing  the  same,  it  was  a big  snake. — Ed.]. 


FISHES’  EYES. 

Sir, — lam  sorry  your  correspondent  J.  Ferguson,  in 
his  highly  interesting  reply  to  my  queries,  has  been  put 
to  so  much  trouble,  but  so  far  as  I can  see,  there  is  not 
a single  argument  in  favour  of  the  eel  finding  its  way 
from  one  pond,  lake,  &c.,  to  another  on  a dark  night  by 
the  aid  of  its  eyes,  and  every  argument  against  it. 

As  a rule  nocturnal  creatures  have  large  eyes  ; take 
the  ow’l,  ^ cat,  goat -sucker,  &o.  ; but  precisely  the 
opposite  is  the  case  with  eels.  The  pupil  of  the  snig’s 
eye,  for  instance,  is  so  tiny  that  one  can  scarcely  see  it. 
And,  mark  you,  a stationary  eel.  What  I mean  is,  this 
eel  is  non-migratory,  and  therefore  is  more  likely  to 
change  its  quarter.s  by  travelling  overland,  and  probably 
does.  More,  just  as  the  penny,  when  lying  on  the 
bottom,  is  blurred  to  my  eyes  when  they  are  under  water, 
and  that  to  such  an  extent  that  Her  Majesty  is  undis- 
tinguishable.  and  the  penny  no  longer  looks  like  a 
penny,  so,  Mr.  Ferguson  may  depend  upon  it,  every- 
thing is  blurred  in  a similar  manner  to  both  eels  and 
fish  often  when  not,  and  always  when  on  land.  It  is 
only  natural.  Again,  if  the  eyes  of  the  eel  were  like 
ours,  and  placed  upon  the  top  of  its  head,  like  a flounder, 
it  would  have  a better  chance  of  looking  directly  for- 
ward, but  as  they  are  let  in  (so  to  speak)  on  the  sides 
of  its  head,  are  exceedingly  small,  and  covered  with  an 
integument  so  close  that  when  the  eel  is  skinned  this 
covering  comes  off  entire— and  I have  seen  it  so  covered 
with  a film  or  fungus,  the  pupils  of  the  eyes  could  not 
be  seen — may  I ask.  How  did  these  eels  exist? 

Mr.  Ferguson  might  just  as  well  expect  me  to  see  an 
object  in  front  of  me  if  my  eyes  were  placed  at  the  back 
of  my  head.  Why  should  not  a blind  eel  be  able  to  find 
its  way  on  a dark  night  as  easily  as  a b.at  is  able  to  find 
its  way  through  a small  hole  made  in  a net  placed  across 
a room  when  deprived  of  its  eyes?  Speaking  of  eyes,  the 
pope  is  a bottom  feeding  fish,  and  yet  a 2oz.  pope  has 
much  larger  eyes  than  a 21b.  eel.  Mr.  Ferguson  knows 
as  w'cll  as  I do  that  fishes  as  a rule  have  large  eyes, 
take  the  perch,  pike,  chub,  bream,  barbel,  for 
instance;  but  as  the  eyes  of  eels  would' be  more 
likely  to  co;ne  to  grief  when  burrowing  and  burying 
themselves  in  silt,  mud,  sand,  &c.,  and  squeezing 
through  the  most  exti'.aordinary  substances,  even  to  eel 
baskets  and  wire  netting.  Dame  Nature  has  provided 
them  with  eyes  suitable  to  their  mode  of  life,  and  just  as 
the  eyes  of  numerous  eels  must  have  been  utterly  use- 
less to  enable  them  to  see  the  worms,  in  the  exceedingly 
thick  and  muddy  water  in  which  I have  caught  them, 
to  do  I believe  that  their  eyes  have  little  or  no  influence 
in  guiding  them  on  their  overland  journeys  from  one 
river,  pond,  &o  , to  another;  and  I have  no  doubt  if  au 
eel  were  placed  beyond  a certain  distanee  from  the 
water  in  the  dark,  it  would  be  in  difficulties  and 
unable  to  find  its  way  back  ; in  other  words,  its  eyes 
would  be  of  no  use  to  it.  Amongst  the  long  grass  and 
rushes  the  eel,  I take  it,  would  be  in  a similar  position 
to  a man  in  a dense,  thick  wood  on  a ver.y  dark  night. 
If  Mr.  Ferguson  says  that  the  eels  caught  in  the  very 
muddy  water  referred  to  above  could  see  the  wmrms 
(which  I do  not  believe),  then  is  this  not  a proof  that  the 
sight  of  eels  is  very  limited  in  range,  but  that  they  can 
see  well  and  quickly  at  very  short  distances,  similar  to 
a cat  or  an  owl  (creatures  with  very  much  larger  eyes) 
w.aiting  and  watching  for  a mouse — i.e.,  waiting  and 
watching  for  it  where  they  can  see  to  strike  it  in  a 
moment.  Eels  wait  with  their  heads  sticking  out  of  the 
mud  in  a similar  manner,  and  when  they  are  “ running  ” 

I have  caught  as  many  in  the  day  as  in  the  night  time  ; 
and  in  tidal  rivers  like  the  Arun,  good  eels,  are  constantly 
caught  in  the  day  time. 

I must  remind  Mr.  Ferguson  that  the  eel  in  the  sketch 
was  represented  as  crawling  along  like  a caterpillar, 
and,  whatever  its  mode  of  progression  may  be  in  the 
water,  I have  never  seen  an  eel  rear  up  its  head  like  a 
cobra-de-capello,  or  move  along  in  a manner  so  peculiar  ; 
in  short,  I do  not  think  the  animal’s  conformation  would 
adniit  of  it.  Mr.  Ferguson  has,  I think,  hit  the  right 
nail  on  the  head  when  he  says,  “ The  eel  seems  to  know 
where  near  or  distant  water  is,  and  this  ice  cannot 
explain."  Just  so.  And  again,  “ Evidently  the  eel 
knows  where  the  water  is  without  seeing  it."  I quite 
agree.  But  what  I particularly  want  to  know  is,  how 
does  it  know?— I am,  &c.,  Mark  Antony. 


A LARGE  DEVERON  TROUT. 

Sir,— Your  correspondent  “Mac”  quotes  a letter 
from  some  “ kindly  Scot,”  who  is  inclined  to  banter  me 
with  lack  of  accuracy  in  my  mention  of  “a  trout  of 
71b.”  killed  on  the  Deveron  (Foi'glen  section)  by  the 
keeper,  and  asks,  “ Was  its  weight  not  nearer  91b.  than 
71b.?”  Now,  I only  read  the  report  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  some  years  ago,  and  I really  thought  71b.  was 
the  weight  of  the  fish.  If  it  was  91b.  I am  glad  of  it, 
for  it  shows  that  when.  7 fished  there  last,  that  monster 
kept  chevying  up  all  the  two-pounders  that  wanted  to 
take  my  fly. 

Bad  luck  to  him,  and  good  luck  to  his  captor. 

Now  he  is  no  more  there  w'ill  he  a change,  and  you, 
Mr.  Editor,  will,  I fear,  be  compelled  to  have  a special 
column  to  record  all  the  two-pounders  taken  from  the 
Deveron  in  the  future.  Joking  aside,  it  was  a magnifi- 
cent river  trout,  and  no  doubt  had  swallowed  any  amount 
of  smolts,  pars,  and  smaller  trout. 

Will  “ Mac  ’’  very  kindl.y  say  what  lure  it  was  taken 
with,  and  the  month  ? The  minnow,  par-tail,  worm,  and 
salmon  fly  generally  take  these  large  ones  in  Scotch 
rivers. 

OldDavid  Johnstone,  professional  fisherman,  Dry  burgh, 
when  I last  saiv  him,  told  me  that  a few  years  before  he 
was  fishing  the  “ Dryburgh  Boat-hole  ’’  (on  the  Tweed) 
with  a good-sized  “ Angel  ” minno  w,  when  he  hooked  a 
big  trout,  which  he  landed,  of,  I think,  just  91b.,  and 
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iiUliougli  over  aovoiity  yearn  of  age,  ard  one  of  the 
tiiiosfc  Kaltnou  and  trout  fisbormcii  on  the  Tweed, 
“ J)avid  ” wan  highly  elated,  for,  oven  on  the  Tweed,  ho 
had  never  taken  so  largo  a trout,  and  yet  they  are  there, 
1 daresay — but,  oh,  so  knowing  !— I am,  &e.. 

K.  M.  Tou. 


DKVKRON  TROUT. 

SiK, — Of  whatever  interest  Ihe  animated — 1 may  say 
rather  warm— discussion  between  your  correspondents 
“Mao”  and  “ Waterhon  Bloa  ” may  bo  to  readers  of 
tlie  Fitihin;/  Gazette,  there  can  he  no  doubt  that  the 
Beveron,  whether  poached  or  not  poached,  is  proved  to 
have  great  capabilities  as  a trout  river,  if  the  angler  be 
satisfied  with  fish  of  somewhat  small  dimensions.  Tho 
ob.iect  of  those  few  lines  is  to  suggest  that  it  tho  river  is 
poached  and  the  stock  of  trout  is  on  that  account 
smaller  than  it  might  be,  anglers  have  it  in  their  own 
hands  to  do  at  least  something  towards  keeping  up  tho 
stock  and  improving  matters.  We  wore  told,  in  a 
former  letter  from  one  of  your  correspondents  on  the 
same  subject,  that  an  angler  had  tho  “ excellent  ” record 
of  some  four  dozen  trout,  averaging  5oz.  each,  per  diem, 
for  many  days’  fishing.  Tho  average  weight  of  the 
trout  mentioned  being  only  5oz.,  and  there  probably 
being  a fair  sprinkling  of  half-pounders  and  one  or 
two  three-quarter  pounders  amongst  them  {vide 
“Mac”  in  tho  Fishing  Gazette  a fortnight  ago), 
it  necessaril.y  follows  that  there  must  have  been  a good 
many  fish  of  3oz.  or  toz., 'probably  a few  of  2oz.,  in 
each  day’s  basket.  May  I suggest  that  a dish  of  say 
twenty  trout,  which,  with  the  small  ones  eliminated, 
would  perhaps  average  nearer  Jib.  than  5oz.,  should  bo 
sufficient  for  an  angler  to  carry  home  with  him,  a dish 
to  bo  more  proud  of  than  four  or  five  dozen,  many  of 
them  mere  baby  trout ; and  that  the  thirty  odd  small 
fish  returned  to  the  water  would  live  to  make  bigger 
fish  and  give  better  sport  another  year.  Where  is  the 
sport,  let  any  Devoron  angler  tell  me,  in  killing  trout  of 
2oz.  or  3oz.,  when  (as  one  of  them  hat!  told  us)  they 
might  live,  and  do  live,  to  make  good  half  and  three- 
quarter  pounders  ? Where  is  the  skill  in  deceiving  and 
hooking,  the  excitement  in  playing  and  landing,  the 
pleasure  in  carrying  home  such  fish?  “ Preserving  ” a 
river  does  not  only  mean  preserving  it  from  the  ravages 
of  professional  poachers  ; it  also  means  keeping  up  the 
stock  of  fish  by  preventing  illegal  fishing  of  all  kinds, 
and  fishing  out  of  season  ; by  preventing  the  killing  of 
small,  undersized  fish  ; and,  on  many  waters,  by  also 
limiting  the  number  of  fish  to  be  killed  by  one  rod  per 
diem. 

On  nearly  all  English  streams  there  is  a limit  of  size 
below  which  trout  may  not  be  killed— Sin.,  ffin.,  lOin., 
12in.,  or  more,  according  to  the  size  the  fish  run  ; and 
it  is  further  generally  understood  amongst  fishermen 
that  six  or  eight  brace  of  fish  where  they  average  half 
a pound,  or  three  or  four  brace  where  they  run  large,  is 
enough  to  kill  in  a day.  I fancy  that  any  man  who, 
having  permission  to  fish  a stretch  of  water,  should 
think  fit  to  kill  forty  or  fifty  fish,  would  not  receive 
another  invitation  to  try  tho  water.  Possibly  there  may 
be  some  restriction  as  to  the  size  of  the  trout  to  bo 
killed  in  the  Deveron  : if  such  is  the  case,  it  would 
seem  that  the  standard  might  with  advantage  be  raised. 
As  one  of  your  correspondents  remarks  ; “ The  poor 
trout ! Every  man’s  hand  seems  against  them  in  the 
North.”  Surely  an  excellent  reason  this  why  good 
anglers  should  set  the  example  of  being  merciful  to  the 
small  trout ! 

Let  it  not  be  thought  that  I write  with  any  desire  to 
underrate  or  scoff  at  the  sport  of  those  who  find  enjoy- 
ment in  killing,  comparatively  speaking,  small  trout. 
My  remarks  are  only  intended  to  suggest  that  on  all 
waters  there  should  be  gome  limit  as  to  the  size  of  fish 
killed,  and  where  such  limit  admits  of  four  or  five 
dozen  trout  being  killed  by  one  rod  in  a day’s  fishing, 
there  I say  that  the  limit  fixed  is  loo  low.  I hope  I may 
have  hurt  no  one’s  feelings  by  making  these  suggestions 
and  in  pleading  for  the  little  trouts  : and  should  I 
unhappily  have  brought  myself  under  the  ban  of  any- 
one’s—say  “ Mac’s  ’’—displeasure,  I trust  he  may  let  me 
down  gently,  remembering  that  anglers  are  men  of  peace, 
and  that  this  is  the  season  of  goodwill  towards  all  men. 
—I  am,  &c.,  Ballygunge. 

THE  DEVERON. 

Sib, — It  is  with  pleasure  that  one  reads  Mr.  B.  M. 
Tod’s  contributions  ; their  genial  and  courteous  tone  is 
always  refreshing,  and  the  information  conveyed 
weighty  and  interesting.  I,  for  one,  certainly  trust  that 
he  will  find  the  time  and  inclination  for  the  preparation 
of  the  further  papers  of  which  he  speaks  ; these  I feel 
sure  would  be  of  very  general  interest. 

I think  Mr.  Tod  rather  misunderstands  my  position  as 
to  the  poaching  question.  No  one  will  deny  that  occa- 
sional instances  will  occur  there,  as  they  will  on  any 
waters  sufficiently  well  stocked  to  make  the  risk  remu- 
nerative ; my  contention  is  solely  that  it  is  not  correct 
to  describe  the  Deveron  as  being  unprotected  and 
unwatched. 

The  following  short  extracts  from  a letter  recently 
received  by  me  will,  I think,  bo  of  interest.  My  cor- 
respondent has  lived  on  the  river  and  fished  its  waters 
for  more  than  thirty  years,  and  with  more  than  average 
success  ; and  is  one  who  has  earned  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  all  who  know  him:  “It  is  quite  true  that  the 
weight  is  seldom  given  correctly  ; the  average  weight  of 
trout  killed  with  the  fly  during  a season  will  not  reach 
Jib.  ; 201b.  or  301b.  of  front  is  killed  now  and  again,  but 
it  is  far  above  the  average  basket.  It  is  true  that 
netting  trout  has  been  on  the  increase  for  the  last  few 
years  near  Huntly,  in  the  Isla,  and  in  tho  Turriff  dis- 
trict.” 


I do  not  propose  to  continue  a discussion  with  one 
who  like  your  other  correspondent  allows  his  temper  to 
overstep  the  usual  bounds  of  courtesy  in  controversy  ; 
it  is  sullicient  for  mo  that  mtj  “ withers  are  unwrung.” 
Lot  mo  point  out.  however,  that  it  is  absolutely  incor- 
rect to  state  that  I have  “ not  yet  answered  the  original 
question,  ‘ Where,  bar  in  tho  Don,  &c.  ?’  ” as  I have 
already  named  two  rivers  “in  tho  United  Kingdom” 
which  fulfil  tho  desired  requirements.  It  is  somewhat 
ludicrous  to  find  one  who  chooses  (no  doubt  with 
perfect  propriety)  to  veil  his  own  identity  under  an 
anonymous  signature,  calling  on  another  writer  to 
“disclose”  himself!  I may  say,  however,  that  I,  too, 
am  a Scotchman,  born  and  bred  on  tho  banks  of  a trout 
stream,  and  have  been  for  forty  years  a fisherman 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  Scotland,  and 
other  lands  as  well.  Watebhkn  Bloa. 


A CORRECTION. 

Sib, — I have  to  thank  “A  Surroyite  ” for  his  correc- 
tion re  tho  Pipp  Brook.  Tho  mistake  arose  in  tbi.s  way  ; 
I had  a couple  of  articles  to  write,  one  on  tho  Tilling- 
bourno,  for  circulation,  in  MS.,  among  the  members  of 
a private  club.  When  I had  finished  tho  one  on  the 
Tillingbourno,  I at  once  set  to  work  upon  tho  “Model 
Swim  ” at  the  Dorking  Mills.  I must  have  writfen  'Til- 
lingbourne  for  Pipp  Brook,  for  I was  thinking  of  it 
during  the  writing  of  the  second  article.  Before  I had 
finished  No.  2 I found  that  tho  demon,  influenza,  was 
upon  mo.  As  soon  as  the  at  tide  was  completed  I 
hurried  off  to  bed,  leaving  the  MS.  to  bo  corrected  by 
one  of  the  members  of  my  family,  and  I did  not  .see  it 
again  until  the  issue  oontaining  “ Surreyite’s  ” letter, 
or  I should  have  changed  the  name.  “ Surroyite”  will 
bo  surprised  to  hoar  that  I do  not  hail  from  London, 
and  that  since  the  year  1858  I have  lived  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Dorking,  tho  waters  of  which  part  I have 
fished  for  more  than  thirty  years. — I am,  Ac., 

Straw  Hat. 

CLEAR  WATER  WORM  FISHING. 

Sib,— I happened  to  got  one  of  your  papers  from  a 
friend,  and  was  exceedingly  interested  by  the  corre- 
spondonee  on  “ Clear  Water  Worm  Fishing.”  None  of 
your  readers  appear  to  have  tried  shot  fastened  on  as 
below. 
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If  you  think  it  might  interest  any  anglers  I shall  bo 
exceedingly  happy.  I myself  along  with  some  other 
anglers  have  used  it.  Its  advantages  on  coarse 
bottomed  waters  (where  shot  is  necessary)  will  be  plain 
to  anyone.— I am,  &c.,  Jame.s  Rutuekpobd. 


EARLY  TROUT  FISHING. 

Sib, — Inquiries  often  reach  mo  from  England  respect- 
ing early  trout  fishing  in  Anglesey.  It  may  not  bo 
amiss  to  answer  them  in  general,  as  far  as  my  knowledge 
goes,  through  the  medium  of  the  Figliing  Gazette.  'Trout 
fishing  opens  on  Feb.  1,  two  months  earlier  than  most 
places  in  Carnarvonshire,  and  the  climate  of  the  two 
adjacent  counties  fully  justifies  the  difference  in  time. 
To  day  the  Carnarvonshire  mountains  are  thick  with 
snow  to  the  very  base,  while  not  a flake  rests  on  Angle- 
sey, and  in  sunny  secured  nooks  a few  ephemera  are  not 
wanting,  and  the  herbage  is  as  green  as  in  early  spring. 
But  to  the  point.  An  angler  having  time  and  opportunity, 
favoured  with  a mild  February,  cannot  do  better  than 
take  his  headquarters  at  Llangefni.  Here  he  can  pro- 
cure a licence.  Is.  a day,  or  5s.  for  the  season.  Let  him 
start  early  for  a two  miles  walk  or  drive  to  Frogwy 
Lake,  a flat  - bottomed  boat  will  be  ready  for  him. 
Pulling  up  gently  and  cautiously  (for  the  boat  has  a 
knack  of  spinning  round),  let  him  fish  the  shallows  near 
the  weeds  at  the  top  of  the  lake,  and  he  will  take  trout 
fast  and  furious.  A small  hackle  March  Brown,  a Coch- 
y-bondhu,  and  a February  Red  will  do  the  execu- 
tion. The  fish  run  some  uji  to  a pound,  but 
vill  average,  perhaps,  three  to  the  pound.  But 
they  are  not  good  eating.  The  muddy  bottom  wilt 
account  for  this.  If  he  is  tired  in  the  boat,  he  may 
leave  it  for  the  river  (Cefni)  and  fish  down  to  Llangefni. 
On  another  day  he  may  take  train  from  the  latter  place 
to  Holland  Arm.s,  and  fish  for  miles  to  the  sea  at  Mall- 
traeth.  He  is  likely  to  have  all  this  stretch  of  water  to 
himself  and  one  solitary  individual,  bottom  fishing.  It 
is  useless  to  waste  words  on  him,  for  he  is  both  deaf  and 
dumb.  Locally  called  “Dummy,”  with  his  wonderful 
home-made  blue  pole  and  capacious,  ambitious  looking 
wicker  basket,  he  deserves  more  than  a passing  glance. 
Catch  him  coming  home  creelless  of  fish  ! Not  he  ! His 
livelihood  is  obtained  from  that  fearfully  made  pole,  and 
Job  could  notgive  him  many  points  in  patience.  Up  early 
and  out  late,  until  he  gets  his  quota,  he  is  the  very  em- 
bodiment of  a disciple  of  Walton.  The  angler  is  likely 
to  meet  here  with  sea-trout,  and  a few  kelts  make  their 
presence  known.  It  requires  a very  windy  day  to  fish 
this  stretch  successfully,  as  it  is  a natural  cutting  with 
high  banks.  A landing  net  is  absolutely  necessary,  and 
the  tail  ends  of  pools  and  shallows  will  pay  careful 
attention.  Before  leaving  this  river  I had  almost  Jorgot 
a fine  pool  at  Llangefni  (a  salmon  ladder  ascending  it), 
in  which  some  very  fine  trout  may  be  taken.  But 
being  near  the  town,  and  a good  deal  fished,  they 
are  more  shy  than  their  brethren  at  Frogwy.  The 
licence  for  these  waters  will  also  apply  to  the  Braint, 
passing  through  Brynseineyn,  facing  Carnarvon.  'The 
Braint  is  more  noted  for  its  white  than  its  brown  trout, 
but  the  latter  are  not  at  all  to  be  despised.  The  Alaw 


is  a very  early  free  river.  Lot  tho  angler  tike  his  boad- 
quaiders  at  Llanfaebraetb,  two  miles  from  the  Valley 
Bta,tion,  and  ho  can  fish  for  miles  up  tho  country,  almost 
uninterruptedly.  Two  well-known  veteran  anglers, 
Messrs.  Van  Gruisen  and  Bird,  of  Liverpool,  have  for 
many  years  selected  this  spot  for  early  fishing.  Fishing 
one  pool  on  this  river  some  years  ago  (it  was  in  April) 
I took  twenty-one  sea-trout  without  moving  from  the 
same  bank. 

Respecting  lake  fishing,  it  is  always  more  or  less 
capricious.  Three  years  ago,  on  Fob.  I!,  1 took  six 
trout,  averaging  ;ib.,  on  the  shallows  at  the  top  of  the 
Lake  Coron,  while  fishing  it  a week  and  more  after  could 
not  get  but  an  odd  fish.  As  a general  rule,  trout  won’t 
take  in  Coron  or  Maolog  till  the  third  week  in  February, 
and  even  then  it  must  be  mild,  open  weather.  A minnow 
they  will  take  better;  at  least,  in  Maelog  many  years 
ago,  some  very  fine  trout  could  be  taken  with  a Devon 
bait  early  in  February.— 1 am,  &c.,  W.  II. 


MISQUOTATIONS,  BULLS,  BEECHAM,  BARBEL. 

Silt,  — I hope  your  distinguished  correspondent 
“ 'Templar  ” will  forgive  me  for  calling  his  attention  1o 
No.  I of  the  above  subjects,  as  the  edition  of  Walton 
from  which  ho  (xuotes  may  be  different  from  mine, 
which  is  as  follows  ; — 

“ O the  (jalUnit  fisher’s  life. 

It  is  tho  best  of  any  ! 

’Tis  full  of  pleasure,  void  of  strife. 

And  ’tis  tietoved  hij  many. 

Other  joys 

Are  but  toys,”  &c. 

Anyhow,  “ bravo  ” seems  to  me  to  be  out  of  place. 

Again,  “Templar”  says:  “We  went  to  a good 

honest  ale-house,  and  there  we  played  at  shuffl e-hoa,rd 
half  the  clay.”  'there  is  shuflle-cup,  a jilay  performed 
by  shaking  money  in  a hat  or  cap,  but  siiorebboard  is  a 
board  on  which  persons  play  by  shoving  wooden  discs  at 
a mark,  i e.,  the  game  itself.  Now,  Peter  in  my  edition 
says  : “We  played  at  shovel-board  half  the  day.” 

'The  three  word.s  used  by  “Templar”  which  follow, 
i.e.,  host  is  and  the  Iceteh  by  the  scholer  are  in  my 
edition  : 

Cor.  (1)  “ Como,  hostess,  lay  a few  more  sticks  on 
the  fire.” 

V'en.  (2)  “ And  I hope  for  the  like  for  my  catch,  which 
I have  ready  too.” 

Peter  (3)  “ I wish  you  and  my  brother,  your  scholar, 
a fair  day.” 

I conclude  mine  is  a cheap  and  nasty  book,  and  there- 
fore a swindle. 

Balls. — Tho  A.  A.,  who  as  usual  is  most  amusing,  says, 
re  bulls,  “I  have  seen  a bull  rubbing  his  shoulders 
against  tho  supports  of  such  a glaring  rod  showboard 
with  calmness  and  indifference.”  Why,  certainly.  'The 
bull  no  doubt  blessed  Mr.  Beocham,’  for  the  supports 
enabled  him  to  scratch  himself  in  (omj'ort ; and  even  tho 
A.  A.  must  admit  that  there  is  nothing  very  infuriating 
in  a bull  calmly  reading,  “ Beecham’s  pills  worth  a 
guinea  a box.”  No  “ clinging  darts  and  lances  brast,” 
or  matadores  to  “ shake  the  red  cloak  and  poise  the  ready 
brand,”  no  “ crimson  torrent  streaming  from  his  flank,” 
no  “ dart  following  dart  or  lance  lance.”  And  not  being 
able  to  take  tho  pills,  like  a wise  bull  finds  relief  in 
the  supports. 

Barbel. — Your  correspondent  “ Trentsider  ” asks: 
“ Did  anyone  ever  see  a shoal  of  barbel  fry  ? ” On 
the  other  hand,  Mr.  Jardine  says:  “I  have  seen  many 
a shoal  of  young  barbel  2in.  or  Sin.  in  length,  they 
consort  with  young  gudgeon  of  the  same  size.”  On 
this  point  Mr.  Jardine  agrees  with  Mr.  Seeley, 
who  says  in  his  “Fresh-water  Fishes  of  Europe”: 
“ Barbels  when  young  are  reputed  to  live  in  association 
with  gudgeon,  but  as  they  grow  larger  they  leave  their 
early  associates  and  become  solitarij.”  Dr.  Giinther 
says,  “ Barbel  are  gregarious  in  their  habits  until  they 
are,  say,  six  or  seven  inches  in  length,  when  the  males 
may  then  bo  seen  pursuing  the  females.” 

The  Doctor  agrees  with  Mr.  Jardine,  who  says,  “ 'They 
consort  with  young  gudgeon  of  the  same  size,  and  four 
or  five  inch  barbel  with  gudgeon  of  similar  lengths,” 
but  Mr.  Jardine  does  not  say  if  he  ever  caught  a small 
barbel  in  a gudgeon  swim.  I understand  both  “Trent- 
sider” and  Mr.  Wheeldon  have  never  seen  a shoid  of 
barbel  fry  ; more,  the  latter  gentleman  has  never  seen  a 
small  barbel  taken  in  a cast  net.  Mr.  Jardine  again 
comes  to  the  rescue,  and  says,  “Many  are  taken  with 
bait  casting-nets  on  the  shallows.” 

I have  caught  thousands  of  gudgeons  in  the  Thames 
and  Trent,  but  I have  never  yet  caught  a small  barbel  ; 
by  this  I conclude  either  they  will  not  take  worms,  &c., 
or  they  only  associate  with  gudgeon  in  very  small 
numbers  ; and,  therefore,  have  little  chance  of  taking 
the  lure  amongst  so  many  gudgeon.  If  Mr.  Seeley  is 
right  where  he  says,  “ young  barbel  after  leaving 
gudgeon  become  solitarij,”  I should  like  to  know  for 
how  long  a period. — I am,  Ac.,  Old  Hand. 


STOCKING  OP  PONDS  ON  WIMBLEDON 
COMMON. 

Sir, — It  appears  from  the  report  of  last  week  of  tho 
Wimbledon  and  Putney  Commons  Commissioners  that 
Sir  Henry  W.  Peek,  Bart.,  has  kindly  given  permission 
for  fish  to  be  taken  from  his  ponds  at  Wimbledon  House 
(which  he  has  lately  vacated),  to  stock  the  ponds  on  tho 
common,  and  that  about  twelve  thousand  fish  had  already 
been  transferred,  and  instructions  were  given  for  the 
larger  pond  to  be  netted,  that  all  the  ponds  might  be 
fairly  stocked.  'This  will  be  glorious  news  to  tbo  anglers 
of  that  neighbourhood  and  others  from  the  metropolis 
who  are  permitted  to  use  them.  Sir  Henry  Peek  is  one 
of  tho  vico-iirosidonts  of  tho  'Thames  Angling  Proserva- 
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tion  Society,  aticl  only  a few  years  since  ceased  to  con- 
tinue liis  annual  subscription  of  two  guineas.  During 
the  period  of  bis  connection  with  the  society  as  a sub- 
scriber, on  the  occasion  of  his  taking  the  chair  at  the 
annual  dinner,  at  the  Star  and  Garter  Hotel,  Richmond 
Hill,  in  the  year  1870,  he  contributed  a donation 
of  .£25,  which  gave  him  the  qualihcation  as  a 
vice-president,  and  in  addition  to  ibis,  in  the 
way  of  donations  at  various  times,  independent 
of  ' bis  annual  subscriptions,  he  has  given  a 
large  additional  sum.  It  is  now  some  years  since 
he  had  the  largo  lake  on  his  grounds  netted  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  what  it  contained,  and  the  work 
of  netting  was  done  by  the  late  Lewis  Gibson,  of  Putney. 
Amongst  those  present  were  several  gentlemen  then 
known  in  the  angling  w'orld,  such  as  the  late  Mr.  Henry 
Lee,  Mr.  H.  L.  Rolfe,  Mr.  Augustus  Browne,  and  Mr. 
Greville  Fennell,  and  amongst  the  survivors,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Brougham,  the  secretary  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  who,  together 
with  a number  of  other  gentlemen  and  friends  of  Sir 
Henry  Peek,  were  entertained  in  one  of  the  glass  houses 
with  an  elegant  dinner,  after  the  netting  had  been  done. 
Mr.  Brougham  has  now  in  his  possession  a photograph 
of  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  were  present  at  the 
netting.  The  result  of  the  netting  on  this  occasion  did 
not  fully  realise  what  was  expected,  from  the  difficulty 
there  was  in  working  the  net  in  so  large  a sheet  of  water, 
and  other  obstructions,  but  there  were  some  monster 
carp  and  some  good  specimens  of  pike.  Sir  Henry  Peek 
has  been  a donor  of  ten  guineas  to  the  Anglers’ 
Benevolent  Society,  and  it  has  been  a source  of  much 
regret  to  the  committee  of  the  T.A.P.S.  in  losing  so 
valued  a supporter,  and  one  who  on  all  occasions 
evidenced  sixch  geniality  and  good  feeling  to  the  secre- 
tary and  others  connected  with  it. — I am,  &c.,  B. 


FEATHERS  FOR  FLIES. 

Sib, -Replying  to  “ Eamont’s  ” in<iuiry  in  your  issue 
of  23rd  inst.,  have  a large  and  well-assorted  stock  of 
Honey  Duns,  &c.,  and  should  be  happy  to  send  him 
prices  on  receipt  of  application. — I am,  &c., 

Richd.  T.  Williams. 
Lugg  Cottage,  Kingsland,  R.S.O. 


A LARGE  SUSSEX  TROUT. 

Sib, — A few  days  ago  a trout  was  found  on  the  banks 
of  the  Sussex  Ouse,  barely  alive;  it  was  a female  fish, 
and  had  just  spawned.  It  measured  from  the  tip  of  the 
nose  to  the  end  of  the  tail  30in.,  and  weighed  81b.  Its 
spots  were  large  and  reddish  brown,  and  the  outer  edge 
of  the  caudal  fin  was  slightly  convex.  The  fin  rays  were 
as  follows  : Caudal  29,  anal  12,  ventral  9,  pectoral  14, 
dorsal  13.  Will  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  the  correct 
name  of  this  trout?  The  fin  rays  seem  to  me  to  coincide 
with  the  8.  fario  formula,  but  some  of  our  members 
maintain  that  it  is  a “ bull  trout.”  Any  information 
with  regard  to  this  fine  fish  in  your  future  numbers  will 
be  much  appreciated.  I would  add  that  the  trout  was 
beyond  all  chance  of  recovei’y.  or  it  would  have  been 
replaced  in  the  water. — I am,  Ac.,  W.  F.  Booth, 
Hon.  Sec.  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society. 


A FINE  TAKE  ON  A SCOTCH  LOCH  IN 
THUNDERY  WEATHER. 

Sill, — In  the  interesting  article  entitled  “ Perth- 
shire Fishings,”  in  last  Saturday’s  paper,  I see  that 
mention  is  made  of  one  angler  who,  when  fishing  Loch 
Earn,  killed  ninety-eight  trout  in  one  day.  It  may  be  of 
interest  to  you  to  know  that  I was  that  lucky  individual, 
and  that  I did  not  begin  fishing  till  nearly  twelve  o’clock. 
The  day  was  very  hot,  with  bright  sun  and  little  wind. 
At  one  o’clock  I landed  and  had  lunch,  and  then  only  had 
a few  small  fish.  At  two  o’clock  a slight  breeze  came 
up,  bringing  some  ominous-looking  black  clouds,  and  my 
gillie  said  there  was  thunder  in  the  air.  However,  I set 
to  work,  and  soon  the  sport  began.  Soon  afterwards  we 
heard  thunder,  which  gradually  came  nearer,  until  the 
storm  was  right  over  us,  and  yet  the  fish  rose  to  the  fly  as 
freely  as  ever.  I finished  before  six  o’clock,  in  pouring 
rain,  after  a grand  day.  I have  never  seen  fish  so  much 
on  the  move  before  a thunderstorm. — I am,  &c.. 

Lieutenant. 

P.S. — I forgot  to  mention  that  the  above  basket  was 
said  by  the  local  fishermen  to  have  been  the  beat  on 
record  for  many  years.  I was  also  told  that  the  angler 
who  got  ninety-two  fish  on  the  same  day  was  naturally 
rather  annoyed  at  having  his  eye  “ wiped.” 

A RECORD. 

Sir, — While  fishing  at  Hardly-on-tbe-Yare  in  August 
last,  with  Mr.  Copeman,  of  Loddon,  and  Dr.  Rodwell, 
Norfolk,  the  former  informed  me  that  he  and  two  friends, 
when  fishing  the  “Sallow  Bush  Hole,”  not  far  from 
where  we  were  pitched,  in  1848  or  1849,  took  23st.  of 
bream  in  one  day  (.3221b.).  The  take  was  recorded  in 
the  Field  of  one  of  the  years  named.  Has  this  weight 
ever  been  beaten,  and,  if  so,  when  and  where  ? They 
were  ledgering  at  the  time,  and  fished  from  daylight  to 
dark.  Our  takes  in  August  ran  from  5st.  to  9st.  per 
day,  but  they  sink  into  insignificance  by  the  side  of  the 
other.  A record  of  big  takes  would  be  interesting.— I 
am,  Ac.,  J.  Jefpebt. 


CRUELTY  TO  FISH. 

Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Dec.  2 I see  that  a correspondent 
writes  about  the  great  cruelty  of  leaving  fish  to  die 
slowly,  instead  of  their  being  at  once  killed.  Any 
angler  knows  that  nothing  is  easier  than  to  give  the 
couji  de  i/rdce,  even  although  the  victim  may  be  the 
noble  salmon. 

It  has  yet  to  be  proved  that  fish  have  no  feelings, 
though  doubtless  they  feel  less  than  ivo  should  do  if 
similarly  treated. 


I am  staying  here  as  a visitor,  and  have  noticed  that 
it  is  the  custom  for  the  men  who  sell  fish  from  door  to 
door,  to  carry  many  of  their  fish  alive,  and  I know  of 
two  instances  where  some  plaice  bought  at  the  door 
were  cleaned  and  prepared  for  cooking  whilst  alive,  and 
were  still  alive  when  the  cook  looked  at  them  two  hours 
afterwards  ! When  remonstrated  with,  the  so-called 
“ men  ” said,  “ Oh,  fish  don’t  feel.” — I am,  &o., 

Bognor.  Steenie. 

SPORTSMANLIKE  ANGLING. 

SiE, — One  of  your  contemporaries — a journal  devoted 
to  fishing  and  shooting — has  just  committed  itself  to 
two  errors  against  which  I beg  to  be  allowed  to  protest. 
In  an  editorial,  the  publication  in  question  apparently 
regards  favourably  the  reprehensible  practice  of  gorge 
fishing  for  pike.  Elsewhere,  under  the  heading  of  “A 
Reminiscence  of  Guddling,”  it  is  written:  “Thou 
mightest,  conldest,  ivouldest,  or  shouldest  have 
‘ guddled.’ ” This  ought  to  read:  Thou  mightest 
not  . . . &c.  In  the  course  of  the  same  article  we 

find  “guddling”  (or  “groping)”  described  as  sport. 
For  “ sport,”  you  and  I,  sir,  together  with  your  readers, 
would,  I think,  substitute  poaching. — I am,  Ac., 

“Anstey  Barrows.” 


ANGLERS’  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY  AND 
CONVALESCENT  HOME  FUNDS. 

At  a meeting  of  representatives  of  several  angling 
societies  held  at  the  Foresters’  Hall,  Clcrkenwell, 
E.C.,  on  the  8th  inst.,  a committee  was  formed  (with 
power  to  add  to  their  number)  to  carry  out  the  arrange- 
ments for  an  angling  competition  to  take  place  at  the 
Rye  House,  on  March  18  next,  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the 
Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  and  Convalescent  Homo 
Funds. 

It  was  resolved  that  it  be  a roving  competition. 
The  boundary  to  be  named  according  to  the  number  of 
entries  on  the  morning  of  the  competition. 

Several  valuable  prizes  have  been  offered,  which  will 
no  doubt  be  cousiderably  increased,  lists  of  which  will 
be  published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  vreekly. 

Competitors  to  meet  at  the  Rye  House  on  the  arrival 
of  the  train  that  leaves  Liverpool-street  Station  at 
9 8 a.m.,  to  start  fishing  by  signal,  and  to  weigh  fish  in 
the  gardens  at  five  o’clock.  Any  competitor  failing  to 
attend  to  weigh  his  fish  at  that  time  to  be  disqualified. 

One  rod  only  to  be  used. 

All  fish  to  weigh  (according  to  Lea  measurement) 
with  the  exception  of  jack,  perch,  eels,  bleak,  gudgeon, 
and  minnows. 

No  live  baiting  or  raking  allowed. 

Tickets  Is.  each,  to  be  had  of  any  member  of  the 
committee  and  at  the  various  angling  clubs. 

Competitors  must  be  members  bolding  privilege 
tickets  from  the  Anglers’  or  Central  Associations,  or 
cards  of  membership  of  the  Anglers’  Benevolent 
Society. 

As  the  competition  is  to  aid  the  Anglers’  Benevolent 
Society  and  Convalescent  Home  Funds,  and  as  the  com- 
mittee has  distributed  this  year  over  £147,  and  sent 
seven  patients  to  the  Convalescent  Home,  I trust  you 
will  use  your  best  endeavours  to  make  it  a great  success. 
The  committee  also  entreat  secretaries  to  make  their 
returns  as  speedily  as  possible,  as  they  wish  to  bring  it 
to  a brief  conclusion. 

The  committee  meetings  will  be  held  at  the  Foresters’ 
Hall,  E.C.,  on  the  second  and  fourth  Fridays  in  the 
month  at  9.30. 

The  following  gentlemen  form  the  present  committee, 
to  which  we  shall  be  pleased  to  add  : — Messrs.  C.  A. 
Medcalf,  President  of  the  Central  Association,  chair- 
man ; S.  Malby,  Dalston,  secretary ; J.  G.  Laming, 
Serajiis,  assistant  secretary;  R.  Ghurney,  Hoxton 
Brothers,  treasurer  ; R.  Murphy,  Good  Intent ; E. 
Clark,  Marylebone ; G.  Manning,  Izaak  Walton;  S. 
Jones,  Eastern  Piscatorials ; G.  Norris,  Crown  and 
Buekland  ; F.  Bourne,  Cobden  ; H.  Patman,  Bermond- 
sey Brothers  ; H.  Stretch,  North  London;  W.  J.  Talbot, 
Forest  Gate;  J.  Carter,  Forest  Gate;  G.  H.  Field, 
South  London;  Smith,  Bermondsey  Brothers;  J.  Cuth- 
bert.  Odds  and  Evens.  S.  Malby,  See. 

9,  Canterbury-road,  Balls  Pond-road,  N. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH  BRITISH  WORKS, 
ALNWICK. 

A SUPPER  in  connection  with  the  above  establishment 
was  held  in  the  Freemasons’  Arms,  Alnwick,  on  Friday 
evening,  Dec.  22,  to  which  between  thirty  and  forty  sat 
down.  Mr.  A.  McCutcheon  was  called  upon  to  take  the 
chair,  and  Mr  C.  Hardy  the  vioe-chair.  An  excellent 
and  seasonable  repast,  to  which  ample  justice  was  done, 
and  which  reflected  great  credit  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irving, 
was  served  up  in  their  best  style.  Supper  over,  the 
toasts  of  “The  Queen,”  “The  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales,  and  other  Members  of  the  Royal  Family,”  were 
given  from  the  chair  and  duly  honoured.  Mr.  C.  Bampton 
then  sang  “ Sailing  Merrily  Home,”  after  which  Mr.  J. 
J.  Hardy  proposed  “ The  Army,  Navy,  and  Volunteer 
Forces.”  After  referring  to  the  high  position  held  by 
our  army  and  navy,  he  spoke  in  glowing  terms  of  our 
volunteer  forces,  saying  that  if  ever  they  were  called 
upon  they  would  nobly  respond  ; Private  Hendry,  1st 
V.B.N.P.,  suitably  replied.  Mr.  R.  H.  Hardy  then  sang 
“Clementine”  in  capital  style.  Then  followed  the 
toast  of  the  evening,  viz  : — “Messrs  Hardy  Brothers,” 
which  was  given  by  Mr.  A.  McCutcheon,  who  said  the 
toast  he  was  about  to  propose  was  one  which  he  was 
sure  would  meet  with  their  approbation,  and  one  which 
needed  no  inti'oduction  from  him,  as  anything  ho  could 
say  would  be  quite  superfluous,  seeing  they  were  all  so 
well  known  to  the  Messrs.  Hardy.  Alluding  to  the 


relations  existing  between  Messrs  Hardy  and  their 
employes,  he  was  sure  he  spoke  the  mind  of  everyone 
connected  with  the  establishment  when  he  said  they 
were  of  the  friendliest  nature,  and  trusted  they  would 
long  continue  to  be  so.  (Loud  applause.)  Of  the 
business  abilities  of  the  two  members  of  the  firm,  and  of 
their  wide  connection,  everyone  knew,  for  in  every  part 
of  the  world  the  “ Hardy  ” rods  are  to  bo  found,  which 
is  a proof  of  the  quality  and  excellence  of  the  work 
turned  out.  During  recent  years  the  premises  have 
been  greatly  extended,  and  he  had  no  doubt  they  would 
extend  still  more.  We  have  only  to  look  at  the  large  and 
increasing  business  done  by  the  London  house,  and  the 
opening  out  of  the  Edinburgh  shop  in  a week  or  two 
would  add  still  more  to  their  reputation.  Another 
point  was  in  anything  to  benefit  their  employes,  or 
anything  to  tend  to  promote  their  social  welfare,  the 
Messrs.  Hardy  always  subscribed  most  handsomely,  and 
to-night  was  no  exception  ; in  conclusion,  he  asked  them 
to  drink  a bumper  to  Messrs.  Hardy,  coupling  the  toast 
with  the  name  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy,  and  trusted  they 
would  long  continue  to  flourish,  which  was  very  heartily 
responded  to.  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy,  in  reply  for  Mr. 
William  Hardy  and  himself,  said  it  gave  him  very  groat 
pleasure  to  be  present  amongst  them  that  night,  and 
said  it  was  only  by  their  support  that  the  friendly 
relations  that  existed  could  continue,  and  the  high 
standard  of  work  be  produced ; he  was  also  glad  to  say 
that  they  were  fortunate  in  having  such  a steady  and 
respectable  lot  of  men  in  their  employment,  in  fact,  such 
as  any  employer  might  bo  jiroud  of.  Referring  to  their 
new  catalogue,  which  is  in  the  press,  he  said  the  angling 
world  would  get  a surprise  by  the  large  number  of 
improvements  in  rods,  reels,  and  tackle  generally,  that  it 
would  contain,  besides  many  other  specialities.  Mr. 
Dingley  then  sang“  The  Old  Musketeer,”  and  Mr.  Thos. 
Campbell  followed  with  a melodeon  solo.  The  next 
toast,  “ The  Employes”  was  given  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Hardy, 
who  in  a witty  and  amusing  speech  paid  them  a high 
compliment,  also  referring  to  the  Edinburgh  business,  to 
which  he  coupled  the  name  of  Mr.  R.  Turnbull ; Mr.  J.  J. 
Wake,  as  the  oldest  employe,  and  Mr.  Turnbull,  as  the 
Edinburgh  manager,  suitably  replied.  Mr.  R.  Humble 
then  sang  “Daisy  Bell,”  and  Mr.  C.  Bampton  then 
favoured  with  another  song.  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  then 
followed  with  “ In  Cellar  Cool  ” in  splendid  style.  “ The 
Town  and  Trade  of  Alnwick  ” was  then  proposed  by  Mr. 
W.  Dingley,  to  which  Mr.  C.  Hardy  replied.  Mr.  T. 
Greig  then  gave  a capital  interpretation  of  the  comic 
song  “Jock  Tainson’s  Tripe.”  The  toast  of  “The 
Chairman  ” was  then  proposed  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy,  who 
remarked  that  they  could  not  have  selected  a better  one, 
as  everything  had  passed  off  so  successfully,  besides,  he 
had  had  a large  share  of  the  work  in  making  the 
arrangements,  which  had  been  perfect.  The  chairman,  in 
reply,  thanked  them  all  for  the  kind  way  in  which  they 
had  received  the  toast,  and  said  anything  he  had  done 
had  been  a pleasure,  and  trusted  they  would  have  many 
more  similar  gatherings  to  what  they  had  had  that 
night.  Mr.  Campbell  then  gave  a serio-comic  song,  and 
Mr.  C.  Hardy  followed  with  “ Silver  Threads  Amongst 
the  Gold.”  “ The  Vice-chairman,”  was  then  proposed 
by  Mr.  McManus,  and  Mr.  C.  Hardy  replied.  Then 
followed  “ The  Host  and  Hostess,”  given  from  the  chair, 
to  which  Mr.  Irving,  in  reply,  said  he  was  pleased  to  hear 
his  catering  had  given  such  satisfaction.  “ Auld  Lang 
Syne  ” was  then  sung,  and  the  company  separated,  after 
one  of  the  pleasantest  evenings  spent  by  those  present. 


WELSH  SALMON  FISHING— OFFICIAL  INQUIRY. 

The  Cambrian  Nexos  gives  a very  readable  report — 
well  condensed — of  the  proceedings  at  the  Board  of 
Trade  inquiry  held  at  Barmouth  recently  (notice  of 
which  we  gave  in  advance),  respecting  the  proposal  to 
count  November  a close  month  in  the  matter  of  fishing 
for  salmon.  Witnesses  were  called  for  and  against  the 
proposal,  and  the  usual  comedy  of  errors  was  played, 
various  people  registering  their  conviction  that  salmon 
spawned  and  were  dirty — in  fact,  engaged  in  the  solemn 
business  of  manufacturing  a prosperous  prosperity ; 
others  declaring  that  the  largest  and  best  fish,  and  in 
suitable  condition  for  table,  were  caught  in  November. 
It  is  noteworthy  that  a petition  was  presented  from 
innkeepers  and  lodging-house  keepers  in  favour  of  keep- 
ing November  an  open  month.  In  the  interest  of  true 
sport,  and  in  sheer  consideration  of  encouraging  the 
multiplication  of  salmon,  it  is  scarcely  reasonable  to  let 
such  a petition  stand  for  much  value.  While  innkeepers 
and  lodging-house  keepers  are  a very  useful  class,  their 
interests  are  not  of  the  very  first  importance,  and  even  if 
they  were,  the  destruction  of  spawn  would  soon  destroy 
the  means  of  letting  lodgings,  for  if  the  fishing  becomes 
a blank,  fishermen  become  scarce,  and  innkeepers  find 
themselves  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  fence.  Superinten- 
dent-watcher Humphreys  gave  evidence  of  having  seen 
spawn  fall  on  a field,  actually  dropped  from  a fish  as  it 
was  carried  by  an  angler.  It  is  difficult  to  analyse 
evidence  given  at  a distance  ; doubtless  Mr.  Fr3'er  (the 
insiiector  who  held  the  inquiry)  will  lay  all  the  pros  and 
cons  before  the  Board  of  Trade.  Information  from 
Whitehall  on  the  facts  elicited  in  the  investigation  will 
be  interesting. 


YOUE  PORTR.UT  IN  OIL  ON  WOOD  FOE  5s.— Money 
returned  if  not  satisfactory.  Done  in  Paris  from  your  own 
Photograph  and  Directions.  For  full  particulars  .see  the  Christ- 
mas Number  of  Fashions  of  To-Datj  (page  4S),  with  a charming 
Coloured  Plate,  a large  Fashion  Pattern  Sheet,  and  over  Fifty 
Illustrations  of  the  Latest  Paris  Fashions.  Order  of  your  book- 
seller, or  send  Is.  in  stamps  to  the  Publishers  of  Fashions  of  To- 
Day.  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London.  '■  It  is  a work  of 
art  as  well  as  of  fashion,  the  illustrations,  especially  those  in 
colours,  being  simply  admirable." — Daily  Telegraph, 
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ANGLING  FIXTURES. 

December  31.  

Battoraoa  Friendly  : Match  at  Mpham. 

Earlsfiol  J ; Outing  to  Hampton  Court. 

Izaak  Walton  ; Prize  outing. 

Pixie  Brothers  ; Roving  match. 

Rodney  : Match  at  Langford. 

Walworth  Waltonians  ; Prize  competition. 

January  1.  . l-  i. 

Anglers’  Association : General  committee  meeting  at 
Foresters’  Hall. 

Central  Association : Monthly  delegate  meeting  at 
Bedford  Head,  Covent  Garden. 

January  3. 

Walworth  Waltonians  : Prize  competition. 

January  4. 

Fordwich  and  Grove  Perry  ; Annual  meeting. 

West  London  : Match. 

January  5. 

Paper  Reading  Society : Reading  by  Mr.  Macdermott. 


FIXTURES  FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

Jan.  7.— Clapham  Junction  ; Match  at  Wraysbury. 

,,  7. — Enterprise  : Match. 

,,  8. — Anchor  and  Hope  ; Visit. 

,,  8.— Globe  : Reading  by  Mr.  Hoyle,  with  lantern 

views. 

,,  10.— Izaak  Walton  : Prize  outing. 

,,  21. — Allason  United  : Prize  outing. 

,,  23. — Prince  of  Wales  : Presentation. 


JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAY. 


Our  readers  who  are  “ coming  to  town  ” should  make 
a point  of  seeing  Mr.  Bolossy  Kiralfy’s  great  show, 

“ Constantinople,”  at  Olympia.  It  is  without  doubt 
the  finest  affair  of  the  kind  ever  presented  to  the  public 
at  the  small  charge  of  one  shilling.  As  Mr.  Williams, 
the  well-known  war  correspondent,  said  at  the  luncheon 
given  by  the  directors  to  the  Press,  “ It  is  Constanti- 
nople glorified,  with  its  countless  objectionable  features 
omitted.” 

#***#*# 

The  founder  of  one  of  the  largest  publishing  houses 
in  existence,  whose  shrewd  business  qualities  and  honest 
integrity  are  proverbial,  recently  wrote  that  “ In  past 
days  it  was  said  ‘ good  wine  needed  no  bush  ; ’ but  in 
these  days  even  good  commodities  needed  a deal  of 
PUSH.”  Without  pus/liny  ourselves  unduly  into  notice, 
we  may  be  pardoned  for  once  again  noticing  the  fact  that 
within  a few  hours  of  publication  the  Fiahing  Gazette  of 
December  16  was  out  of  print,  in  spite  of  the  precaution 
which  had  been  taken  to  print  a very  large  extra 
number.  The  eagerness  with  which  the  oldest  of  angling 
pape:  s is  sought  by  subscribers  in  all  parts  of  the  world 
may  account  for  this  satisfactory  state  of  things — 
satisfactory  alike  to  readers,  advertisers,  and  pro- 
prietors. The  price  is  always  the  same — twopence 
weekly.  No  extra  charge  for  Double  Numbers — Spring, 
Summer,  Autumn,  or  Winter. 

* # * * * * . * 

The  Fishing  Gazette  is  read  by  every  sort  and  con- 
dition of  men  from  the  lordliest  to  the  lowliest  in  the 
land ; and  is  the  recognised  authority  on  all  matters 
appertaining  to  angling  in  all  its  branches.  The  Editor 
will  spare  no  expense  or  pains  to  render  the  forthcoming 
volume  even  more  interesting  and  valuable  to  the  vast 
and  ever-increasing  number  of  readers.  The  present 
number,  871,  concludes  Volume  XXVII.  ; therefore  all 
who  are  anxious  to  receive  the  latest  news  from  London 
and  the  provinces  regarding  the  doings  of  the  angling 
world,  are  reminded  that  No.  872  will  be  the  first 
number  of  a new  volume.  Subscriptions  should  be  sent 
to  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co.,  Limited,  St.  Dnn- 
stan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  E.C.,  when  a copy  will  be 
posted  to  any  address  in  any  quarter  of  the  globe  on 
Friday  evenings,  thus  ensuring  the  earliest  possible 
delivery.  The  London  and  Provincial  Press  literally 
teems  with  congratulatory  notices  on  the  excellence  of 
the  Christmas  Number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  whatever  in  filling  a dozen 
columns  with  extracts. 

Bank  Holiday  saw  a tremendous  crowd  at  the 
Aquarium,  for  it  is  doubtful  whether  in  the  history  of 
the  entertainment  world  such  a programme  had  pre- 
viously been  put  forth.  We  may  remark  {en  parenthkse) 
that  it  will  be  repeated  for  the  next  thiee  weeks. 
Every  element  was  laid  under  contribution.  Fire 
kings,  swimming  shows,  and  the  dives  into  the  tank 
from  above  the  roof — a drop  of  130ft.  Aerial  shows  on 
the  high  wire,  and  terrestrial  displays  in  the  shape  of 
comic  vocalists,  conjurors,  ventriloquists,  Matabeles, 
with  their  illustrations  of  how  Lobengula’s  followers 
“ carry  on,”  Arab  concerts,  which  take  one  as  on 
Aladdin’s  carpet  to  the  shores  of  Araby  blest,  a French 
fair,  which  has  been  brought  bodily  over  from  France 
by  our  good  friend  Mr.  du  Plat,  all  in  bewildering  con- 
fusion. Turn  which  way  one  will  there  is  something 
novel,  something  interesting,  which  meets  the  eye,  but 
over  and  above  all  is  the  simply  marvellous  feat  of 
Adelina  Antonio,  who  is  the  first  lady  gymnast,  indeed 
the  first  of  either  sex,  who  has  accomplished  the  extra- 
ordinary triple  double  somersault  from  the  dome  to  a 
net  placed  ninety  feet  beneath.  Mr.  Ritchie  may  well 
be  congratulated  on  having  secured  so  great  an 
attraction. 


A FIRM  of  Liverpool  fishmongers  wore  recently 
charged  by  the  River  Deo  Fishery  Board  at  Chester 
with  consigning  salmon  to  Mr.  Wilkinson,  fishmonger, 
of  Chester,  without  having  properly  labelled  them. 
Mr.  Joliffe,  Clerk  to  the  Fishery  Board,  quoted  Section  3 
of  the  Salmon  Fisheries  Act,  which  stated  that  packages 
of  salmon  consigned  during  tho  close  season  must  be 
conspicuously  labelled  with  the  name  of  tho  fish.  The 
object  of  the  Act  was  to  give  facilities  to  fishery  boards 
to  trace  poachers.  Mr.  Stuart  pleaded  ignorance  of  the 
Act.  He  had  been  thirty  years,  he  said,  in  trade,  and 
had  never  labelled  salmon.  The  fish  were  caught  in 
June.  'The  law  did  not  apply  to  American  fish.  The 
magistrate’s  clerk  said  thit  tho  Act  distinctly  stated 
what  should  be  done.  Defendant  said  that  nobody  in 
the  trade  knew  of  it.  He  sent  forty  fish  to  London  on 
previous  night  without  labelling  them,  right  into  the 
lion’s  den  (laughter).  The  Bench  inflicted  a fine  of  lOs. 
and  costs. 

***•##* 

Mb.  David  Springham,  of  the  White  Horse,  Old- 
road,  Harlow,  Essex,  will  give  four  prizes  to  be  fished 
for  on  Jan.  28.  First  prize,  two  fowls  ; second  prize, 
one  fowl;  third  prize,  two  rabbits;  fourth  prize,  two 
rabbits.  Any  person  wishing  to  compete  for  these 
prizes  must  come  to  the  White  Horae  on  Jan.  28,  give 
in  their  names,  and  weigh-in  at  5 p.m.  Full  particulars 
will  be  given  on  the  morning  of  the  match. 

* « * « # * . * 

“ Halcyon  ” says  : “ We  have  now  arrived  at  the 
state  when  it  becomes  an  open  question  which  is  the 
worst— the  trout  or  the  grayling  season.  For  my  own 
part,  I say  the  latter.  I had  one  or  two  fairly  good  days 
with  the  former,  but  have  only  had  the  chance  of  even 
attempting  to  kill  grayling  on  two  occasions,  and  they 
were  very  far  removed  from  my  idea  of  “ a good  day.’ 
At  the  time  of  writing  all  the  Yorkshire  streams  are 
bank-full  of  “ snow  broth,”  and  the  prospects  of  any 
successful  fishing  during  the  Christmas  holidays  are 
remote  in  the  extreme.  The  only  sport  at  all  that  I have 
heard  of  during  the  past  week  was  a good  take  of  pik© 
by  Mr.  George  Hellewell  and  his  brother,  beyond  York.’ 
»***««« 

A NEW  YEAR’S  WISH. 

Breezes  blow. 

Waters  flow. 

Seasons  come,  and  seasons  go  : 

We  will  out 
After  trout 

Fine  days,  wet  days,  flood  or  drought. 
Catching  salmon — 

That’s  all  gammon, 

Costs  you,  too,  a deal  of  mammon  ! 

Seldom  fluid 
IntheClwyd* 

Is  in  trim  to  let  you  do  it ! 

Trout  to  rise 
With  our  flies 

Makes  us  healthy,  makes  us  wise ; 

And  to  spin 
With  the  min. 

Now  will  make  the  sad  heart  grin  ! 

Piking  trudge  on  ! 

Fling  your  gudgeon. 

Far  away  fling  care  and  dudgeon  ! 

Big  ’uns  follow. 

Mad  to  swallow  ! 

Getting  runs  ? Beats  cricket  hollow  ! 

Days  of  leisure. 

Health,  and  pleasure 

May  you  have  in  fuller  measure  ! 

May  your  scoring 
Still  be  soaring 

Higher — season  'ninety-four  in  ! — C.  S.  B.  , 
*-**«*## 
Electricity  (says  Invention)  has  recently  been 
utilised  for  purposes  of  Ashing.  A net,  or  sardinal,  as 
it  is  called,  which  was  nearly  1300ft.  long,  and  is  used 
for  catching  sardines,  was  taken,  and  an  electric  cable 
with  dynamite  cartridges  at  intervals  of  50ft.  was  placed 
upon  the  edge  of  it.  'The  cable  was  connected  with  an 
electric  battery  upon  the  torpedo  boat  in  such  a way 
that  all  the  cartridges  might  be  fired  simultaneously. 
The  net  was  let  do«n  at  five  in  the  morning  in  very  deep 
water,  and  before  this  was  done  the  neighbouring  fisher- 
men had  ’been  asked  not  to  go  out,  in  order  tbat  there 
might  be  nothing  to  disturb  the  porpoises.  About  an 
hour  after  the  net  had  been  let  down,  the  porpoises 
came  up  in  large  numbers,  and  when  a good  many  fish 
had  been  got  into  the  ntt  there  were  about  eighty  just 
around  it.  The  cartridges  were  then  fired,  and  the 
explosion  was  so  effective  that  one  only  of  the  eighty 
porpoises  escaped,  while  the  boats  in  the  vicinity  felt 
no  shock,  and  the  water  was  very  little  disturbed. 
******* 

“ W.  A.”  reminds  us  that  you  can  only  fish  Ruislip 
with  a subscriber.  All  sport  “ off”  just  now  ; water  so 
highly  coloured,  owing  to  recent  rains. 

* * * * * # * 
Another  valuable  consignment  of  trout  has  been 
placed  in  the  Thames  at  Reading  by  the  Reading  and 
District  Angling  Association.  The  fish  numbered  480, 
and  were  in  excellent  condition.  The  association  are 
making  arrangements  to  secure  some  thousands  of  perch 
and  other  coarse  fish  for  the  river. 

******* 

Earl  Grey  attained  his  ninety-first  birthday  yester- 
day, and  is,  with  the  exception  of  Dr.  Durnford,  Bishop 
cf  Chichester,  the  oldest  member  of  the  House  of  Lords. 

* Experto  erode. 


Mr.  W.  H,  Elsmoke  informs  mo  that  at  Sunburyi 
on  tho  21st  iust.,  Mr.  Herbert,  fisherman,  picked  up  a 
fine  trout,  26in.  long,  which  had  been  half  devoured  by 
an  otter.  What  was  left  showed  that  tho  fish  would 
have  been  about  81b.  weight.  It  was  known  to  have 
been  in  the  shallows  about  300  yards  from  'The  Castle  all 
through  the  year.  Tho  otter  will  materially  assist  tho 
numerous  swans  to  clear  out  the  fish  in  this  locality,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  it  will  soon  be  captured,  as  its  lair  is 
” spotted  ” on  the  upper  end  of  tho  lower  eyot. 

«*«*«** 

“ The  winds  and  waves  are  always  on  the  sides  of 
the  ablest  navigators.”  Thank  you,  Master  Gibbon. 
But  why  was  no  mention  made  in  the  “Decline  and 
Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,”  of  the  best  way  to  cast 
twenty-two  yards  with  a “nob”  of  ground  bait? 
Boreas  has  been  called  “ rude  ” by  more  than  one  poet  ; 
but  to  stand  by  a young  beginner  on  a windy  day  en- 
deavouring to  show  him  “ how  its  done,”  and  stop  a 
ball  of  ground  bait  half  as  big  as  your  fist  on  the  side 
of  your  face  takes  all  the  poetry  out  of  you. 

******* 

“ To  millions  of  men  who  never  cast  a fly  or  placed  a 
worm  upon  a hook  the  ‘ Compleat  Angler  ’ has  been  a 
pierfect  joy  and  an  unceasing  solace.” 

*#*«#** 

The  following  information  has  come  to  hand  respecting 
the  recently-formed  Remington  Angling  Society,  at 
Host  Goodwin’s,  the  Bricklayers’  Arms,  Charlotte- 
street,  Great  Eastern-street : “ About  thirty-three  years 
ago  an  angling  society  was  held  at  this  house,  including 
amongst  others,  Harry  Spurgeon,  at  that  time  a 
celebrated  angler.  From  this  society  emanated  the  first 
angling  society  established  in  London  (for  working 
men)  for  Sunday  fishing  only.  It  was  called  the 
Friendly  Anglers,  and  was  held  at  the  Jacob’s  Well, 
New  Inn-yard,  Shoreditch.  Amongst  other  well-known 
names  of  men  at  present  alive  who  were  members  may 
be  mentioned  Mr.  R.  Ghurney  and  Mr.  G.  Manning.” 
It  would  now  be  interesting  to  know  whether,  in  1860, 
the  Jacob’s  Well  held  roach  that  would  turn  the  scale 
at  31b.  The  founder  of  the  “ Remington  ” has  certainly 
set  the  new  club  an  example  in  his  aldermanic  21b.  lOjOZ. 
roach,  but  although  its  presence  may  stimulate  the 
members  to  go  in  for  specimens,  it  may  be  fully  “ thirty- 
three  years  ” before  another  such  handsome  fellow  is 
captured. 

******* 

A LADY  died  the  other  day,  and  in  her  will  it  was 
found  that  sue  had  bequeathed  the  whole  of  her  fortune, 
amounting  to  over  .£2000,  to  the  editor  of  a newspaper, 
the  perusal  of  which  had  given  her  many  happy  hours. 
******* 

Some  women  are  so  awfully  touchy.  A widow  has 
brought  an  action  against  a paper  which  said  that  her 
husband  had  gone  to  a happier  home. 

******* 

Mr.  Hoyle  will  deliver  his  lantern  lecture  to  the 
members  and  friends  of  the  Globe  Angling  Society  on 
Monday  evening,  Jan.  8,  when  he  will  doubtless  have  a 
warm  welcome.  Friday  next,  Jan.  5,  will  be  the  first 
Friday  in  the  month,  and  Host  Tibbatts,  chairman  and 
treasurer  of  that  excellent  institution,  the  Paper  Read- 
ing Society,  whose  headquarters  are  The  Citizen,  vO, 
Honndsditch,  will  have  a “ reading  ” at  his  house.  Mr. 
J.  Macdermott  will  be  the  lecturer. 

******* 

Talking  of  good  fish  in  “ Honndsditch, ” a well- 
known  and  much  respected  angler  recently  remarked 
that  there  was  a “ Hounds-ditch  ” in  Lincolnshire.  A 
native  declared  there  was  no  such  name  in  the  county, 
but  cheerfully  paid  for  two  bottles  of  choice  Cliquot 
upon  being  reminded  that  there  was  a “Dog-dyke,”  and 
that  was  awfully  near  it  1 ” 

******* 

I don’t  want  to  alarm  you,  but  it  will  be  well  to 
caution  brother  wielders  of  the  long  pole  that  “ oysters 
and  whitebait”  are  two  of  the  worst  remedies  for 
influenza.  Of  course,  very  few  bottom  fishermen  trouble 
about  such  things  as  influenza — it’s  Jish  they  try  to 
catch.  Whitebait  is  “ off  ” at  present,  so  I will  only 
ask  you  to  be  careful  of  the  oysters— (some  very  good 
natives  are  to  be  had  in  Fleet-street  at  half-a-crown  a 
dozen).  Ducks,  turkeys,  geese,  pheasants,  and  fat 
pork  are  apt  to  pall  upon  one  at  tbis  season  of  the  year, 
and  the  yearning  for  “ fresh  meals  and  oyster  stew,” 
must  be  pardoned. 

“ A change  of  meat  is  often  good. 

And  men,  when  tired  of  common  food. 
Redoubled  pleasure  often  feel 
When  sitting  at  a novel  meal.” 

Ask  the  doctors,  if  you  are  in  doubt,  and  they  will  tell 
you  that  ten  dozen  are  quite  enough  for  a “ snack.” 

* * * * * * * ^ 

“ I don’t  care  for  fresh-water  fish,  thanks  ; give  me  a 
good  sole,”  is  the  remark  one  often  hears  in  the  club- 
room.  Certainly  tench  and  bream  and  chub  are  not 
calculated  to  tickle  one’s  palate.  I say  “ give  me  a 
good  sole  filletted  ; ” but  in  the  absence  of  that  savoury 
morcea  it,  give  me  a good  grayling.  How  can  you  make 
it  nice?  Well,  I’ll  tell  yon.  Try  and  find  some  friends 
in  Matlock  Bath,  get  them  to  send  you  half  a dozen 
choice  specimens  (don’t  bother  about  the  trouble  of 
catching  them  yourselves) ; then  tell  your  cook  to  split 
them  up  the  back,  remove  the  bone,  and  fry  them  well 
in  butter  and  egg  and  bread  crumb.  A nice  hot  mealy 
potato,  with  a little  “suspicion”  of  Burgess’s  real 
anchovy  sauce,  and  a glass  of  Misther  Guinness’s 
mixture,  will  cause  you  to  change  your  mind  about 
fresh-water  fish  being  tasteless.  Any  way  a grayling 
luncheon  will  tide  you  over  till  the  dinner  gong  goes, 
when  one  of  the  first  to  arrive  on  the  scene  will  be 

Dragnet. 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Tlie  whole  of  the  clubs  in  and  around  Birmingham 
have  brought  their  financial  aff  airs  to  a final  issue,  and 
in  one  or  two  instances  they  will  long  remember  the  year 
of  1893  as  beitg’  one  of  the  worst  years  they  have  had  to 
contend  with.  One  instance  is  that  of  one  of  the  oldest 
clubs  connected  with  angling  in  the  Midlands  which 
has  finished  the  year  in  debt,  and  with  a loss  of  aI>out 
forty-five  members — this  club  is  the  Old  Green  Man. 
Other  clubs  have  also  had  a falling  oft’  in  the  membership, 
but  the  financial  position  has  not  been  so  serious.  The 
Highgate  Society  has  lost  about  thirty-eight  members. 
I am  informed  that  the  falling  off  of  these  two  clubs  is 
attributed  to  the  waters  rented  by  the  clubs  in  question 
turning  out  almost  worthless,  and  that  they  are  to  be 
given  up.  The  Deretend  and  Spring  Hill  Clubs  have  lost 
ten  members  each,  the  Balsall  Heath  Britannia  have  lost 
fifteen  members,  and  the  Small  Heath  Society  are  fifty- 
five  members  less  than  they  were  this  time  last  year. 
This  club  was  formerly  200  strong,  but  now  they 
number  only  123.  The  St.  George’s  and  Garisson 
Lane  Clubs  only  number  sixty  fully  paid-up  members, 
each  being  twenty  less  than  at  the  corresponding 
period  of  last  year.  To  counterbalance  this,  other  clubs 
have  made  steady  and  marked  progress  ; for  instance, 
the  Bellbarn  have  increased  their  membership  by  thirty- 
four  members,  and  now  rank  as  the  largest  club  in  Bir- 
mingham, being  158  members  strong.  The  Rose  and 
Crown  comes  next  with  144  members,  Aston  Britannia 
130,  Highgate  Park  128,  the  Convivial  have  made  fifteen, 
the  Manor  thirty-one.  Fruitful  Vine  sixteen,  Birming- 
ham Heath  ten,  and  the  Chandos  seven  more  members 
during  the  year.  The  falling  off  in  some  instances  has 
been  to  the  bad  state  of  trade.  We  have  two  clubs, 
namely,  the  Bee  Hive  and  City  clubs,  that  are  very 
low  financially  and  numerically. 

I am  informed  by  the  secretary  of  the  St.  Stephen 
Club,  that  after  paying  their  water  rent  the  members 
received  a dividend  of  13s.  7d.  each.  This  is  very  satis- 
factory, considering  the  members  only  pay  3d.  per  week 
contribution.  The  Rose  and  Crown  paid  a dividend  of 
11s.  8d.  after  paying  water  rent  jglO,  and  giving  i;12  to 
their  prize  fund.  These  clubs  are  to  be  congratulated 
on  their  success,  and  I should  be  pleased  to  see  other 
clubs  in  the  same  position. 

The  Tenby  Society  held  their  annual  meeting  on 
Wednesday  evening  last,  when  the  election  of  the  chief 
officers  took  place.  Mr.  G.  King  was  again  re-elected 
as  president  ; Mr.  A.  Smith,  vice-president ; Mr.  C. 
Cottrell,  treasurer  ; Mr.  J.  Plavell,  secretary  ; Messrs. 
Baylissand  Ashmore,  auditors  ; and  Messrs.  White  and 
Moore,  trustees.  This  club  has  had  a very  prosperous 
year,  and  all  the  members  were  more  than  satisfied  with 
the  way  in  which  the  business  of  the  society  had  been 
conducted,  the  society  having  made  both  financial 
and  steady  numerical  progress. 

The  Brookfields  Society  are  Justly  proud  of  the  fine 
bream  caught  by  Mr.  A.  Padget  in  the  late  great 
Association  contest.  The  fish  has  been  preserved  by 
Cooper  and  Sons,  of  London,  and,  like  all  other  specimens 
of  their  work,  does  them  great  credit.  The  fish  is  on 
view  at  the  clubhouse,  the  Rose  and  Crown  Inn,  Hinges- 
ton-street,  Brookfields,  Birmingham,  and  is  well  worth 
going  to  see.  I am  informed  that  the  4^1b.  perch,  caught 
last  summer  by  Mr.  Franco,  of  the  Good  Intent,  is  about 
to  be  re-set  up,  and  made  to  look  what  it  should  be. 

The  travelling  cards  for  the  Provincial  and  Birm  ing- 
ham  Associations,  for  1891,  are  in  the  printer’s  hands, 
and  will  be  shortly  ready  for  distribution.  Should  the 
cards  not  be  issued  by  Jan.  1 the  railway  companies  will 
recognise  the  old  cards  until  the  new  ones  are  issued. 
Notice  will  be  given  of  the  distribution. 


FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Trolling  devotees  could  not  have  had  a finer  time  for 
the  pursuit  of  their  favourite  sport  during  the  (Christmas 
holidays.  Everything  has  been  in  their  favour  — the 
weather  fine,  and  waters  in  first-class  condition.  Not- 
withstanding the  large  number  of  rods  that  have  been  at 
work  on  the  Witham,  Welland,  Forty-foot,  Glen,  and 
their  tributaries,  I have  not  heard  of  any  extraordinary 
captures  being  made.  The  best  single  fish  taken  from 
the  Witham  (which  has  come  under  my  notice)  only 
weighed  111b.,  and  the  heaviest  bag  made  in  one  day  by 
a single  rod  was  about  431b.  Two  gentlemen  between 
them,  on  Tuesday,  secured  eleven  pike  from  the  Forty- 
foot,  averaging  just  over  51b.  each.  Some  of  the  fish 
were  very  fine,  and  two  of  them  weighed  close  upon  81b. 
apiece.  Live  bait  continues  to  be  used  with  the  greatest 
success. 


FRCM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  first  part  of  our  annual  holidays  is  over,  and 
Christmas  of  1893  is  now  no  more.  Owing  to  the  very  mild 
weather  more  rods  have  been  out  than  was  generally 
expected,  and  fair  sport  has  been  obtained.  Reviewing 
briefly  the  events  of  the  past  year,  at  no  former  time 
have  anglers  in  this  country  experienced  so  many  disap- 
pointments. First,  they  had  the  lamentable  cotton 
strike,  that  was  followed  by  a record  summer  for 
drought,  which  materially  affected  our  sport,  and  then, 
to  close  a disastrous  year,  we  had  the  deplorable  coal 
war.  Truly,  1893  will  long  be  remembered  by  every 
fisherman  in  Lancashire.  Still,  however,  there  are  some 
bright  reminiscences,  amongst  which  may  be  mentioned 
the  advancement  made  in  many  clubs,  and  the  amount  of 
enthusiasm  displayed  in  the  acquiring  and  stocking  of 
waters.  Details  cannot  be  given,  but  the  towns  of 


Manchester,  Bolton,  Bury,  Oldham,  and  Stalybridge 
have  made  rapid  strides.  The  Buckland  Anglers  wound 
up  on  the  23rd  with  a dinner  and  open  entertainment 
afterwards,  at  which  Mr.  Bibby  gave  a lantern  show,  in 
addition  to  a host  of  musical  talent,  who  gave  a good 
programme. 

The  Merry  Anglers  elected  their  officers  on  the  22nd 
inst.  The  remainder  (500)  of  the  king  or  mirror  carp 
for  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  have  been  brought  in  this 
week.  The  new  trout  hatchery  at  Stalybridge  has  been 
put  into  operation  with  a first  consignment  of  4000  ova. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  Hulme  Ellesmere  was  well 
attended,  the  report  showing  the  club  to  be  in  a pros- 
perous condition  in  every  department.  Mr.  F.  Bibby 
will  deliver  his  lecture  on  Jan.  2G,  at  the  Buckland  head- 
quarters. Mr.  Pendrigh  will  deliver  his  on  Feb.  9,  at  a 
place  to  be  decided  upon.  A consignment  of  500  mirror 
carp  has  arrived  for  the  Kingfisher’s  waters,  and  now 
await  a suitable  opportunity  to  be  turned  in.  The 
Hulme  Crown  Angling  Society,  at  their  recent  meeting, 
elected  fresh  officers  and  committee. 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

On  Bank  Holiday  there  was  quite  an  exodus  of 
fishermen  from  Norwich  to  the  various  broads,  rivers, 
and  private  sheets  of  water  in  various  parts  of  the 
county.  The  day  was,  however,  far  from  favourable  to 
the  pike  fisherman,  calm  and  bright,  and  following  a 
bright  moonlight  night.  Of  eight  gentlemen  fishing  on 
Barton  Broad,  one  of  the  best  waters  in  the  county,  only 
one  killed  a fish.  This  was  the  case  with  lots  of  other 
parties,  myself  and  friend  among  the  rest,  our  take 
being  three  little  fish,  which  we  returned. 

On  Wroxham  Broad  were  several  boats,  one  party 
getting  nine  small  jack.  On  a small  piece  of  private 
water  two  gentlemen  took  five  fish  weighing  651b.  ; three 
largest,  151b.,  IGlb.,  and  171b.  This  was  the  best  take 
of  the  week. 

All  the  waters  of  the  district  are  in  very  good  order 
and  given  favourable  weather  and  no  moon  sport  should 
be  good.  


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Pike  anglers  have  been  bitterly  disappointed  during 
the  Christmas  holidays.  The  Trent  has  been  entirely 
out  of  condition  for  E'so.i!  Indus,  and  also  for  the  votaries 
of  the  chubbing  art,  and  excepting  the  taking  of  a few 
coarse  fish,  such  as  roach,  dace,  and  bream,  there  is 
really  nothing  to  chronicle.  Even  on  Wednesday  night, 
when  my  notes  were  written,  the  river  was  still  running 
at  a great  height,  and  was  thickly  charged  with  colour. 
Yet  a goodly  few  pike  fishermen,  who  had  not  seen  the 
water,  ventured  out  on  the  “off  chance,”  but  they 
might  just  as  well  have  remained  at  home  for  what  sport 
they  met  with. 

At  Wilford  the  subscribers  have  been  securing  small 
bags  of  roach,  dace,  and  chub  with  the  worm,  and  a few 
large  bream  have  at  length  been  caught  in  the  deeps  in 
Clifton  Gorse.  Piking  was  being  extensively  pursued 
by  poachers  in  the  osier  beds  near  the  brook  on  Wed- 
nesday, and  in  the  interests  of  the  ordinary  ticket- 
holders  the  keepers  ought  to  be  on  the  look  out  for  the 
gang.  They  take  everything  that  comes  to  the  hook, 
and  afterwards  raffle  off  the  fish  in  public-houses. 

Coarse  fish  have  been  affording  better  sport  in  the 
river,  both  above  and  below  Weston  Cliff,  and  some 
large  roach  have  been  taken  out  of  the  Shardlow  Reach, 
below  Cavendish  Bridge.  Pike  fishing  at  Weston  closes 
for  the  season  to-day  (Saturday),  and  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  so  tew  heavy  fish  have  been  met  with  since 
October. 

Very  few  fish  have  come  to  hand  from  the  lengths 
below  Nottingham,  excepting  those  that  have  been 
netted.  Some  weeks  ago  the  'Trent  Fishery  Board  made 
known  in  Nottingham  their  willingness  to  station  a 
water  bailiff  on  the  banks  of  the  Trent  there  condi- 
tionally that  the  local  clubs  contributed  one-half  of  his 
wages.  The  offer  was  duly  considered,  and  fell  through 
owing  to  the  apathy  displayed  by  the  coarse  fish  angling 
community  as  a body.  A few  of  the  clubs  were  anxious 
to  subscribe  their  share,  but  others  held  aloof,  and  so 
the  board’s  offer  of  pecuniary  assistance  has  lapsed  for 
the  time  being.  After  the  explanation  of  (Jol.  Hutton 
at  the  Anglers’  Conference,  reported  in  my  last  notes, 
as  to  the  complications  surrounding  the  imposition  of  a 
tax  or  licence  on  the  rods  of  coarse  fish  anglers  on 
the  Trent,  there  seems  nothing  now  left  for  con- 
sideration. I beg,  however,  to  offer  a suggestion 
which,  if  carried  into  practical  effect,  would  yet  enable 
the  board  to  give  us  a water  bailiff  here  at  Notting- 
ham. My  suggestion  is  as  follows : That  4d.  each 
be  charged  every  fishing  season — winter  and  summer — 
for  the  railway  privilege  travelling  cards.  These  cards 
have  been  in  my  hands  for  many  years  past,  and  I am 
not  allowed  by  the  railway  authorities  to  charge  more 
than  a penny  each  for  them.  But  the  peculiar  and  ex- 
ceptional conditions  of  angling  around  Nottingham 
might  be  pointed  out  to  the  companies,  and  if  they  would 
sanction  the  levy  proposed,  the  local  clubs  with  the 
over-balance  would  soon  be  in  a position  to  show  that 
they  really  are  in  earnest  over  the  question  of  protection 
and  preservation.  The  honorary  secretary  of  the  Asso- 
ciation (Mr.  Foster)  might,  at  all  events,  call  a special 
meeting  to  consider  the  subject,  and  I promise  him  every 
help  that  I can  give.  Various  details  will  necessarily 
enter  into  the  matter,  but  these  can  easily  be  arranged. 
If  secretaries  of  the  whole  of  the  clubs — and  I will 
supply  a list — will  meet  and  pass  a resolution  favourable 
to  the  proposed  alteration,  and  I will  take  care  that  it  is 
forwarded  to  the  proper  quarter.  Perhaps  Mr.  Foster  may 
wait  upon  me,  and  I will  then  talk  the  matter  over  with 
him  more  fully. 


FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

Increasing  complaints  are  being  made  by  Shropshire 
anglers  generally  as  to  the  inefficient  protection  of  the 
river  by  the  Severn  Conservators,  especially,  however, 
in  the  counties  of  Shropshire  and  Montgomeryshire. 
That  their  complaints  are  justified  may  be  proven  by  the 
fact  that  one  or  two  bailiffs  only  are  employed  to  protect 
the  many  miles  of  water  running  through  those  counties  ; 
and,  inasmuch  as  the  board  derives  a considerable  portion 
of  its  revenue  from  the  angling  fraternity,  it  behoves 
this  body  to  take  immediate  steps  to  remedy  the  evil 
complained  of.  Under  the  present  circumstances,  the 
servants  of  the  board  are  utterly  powerless  to  check  the 
systematic  poaching  which  is  known  to  be  carried  on 
by  small  bands  of  men  from  the  various  towns,  as  well 
as  by  individuals  in  the  smaller  villages.  We  have  it  on 
good  authority,  that  in  the  earlier  months  of  the  year 
the  heads  and  tails  of  the  fords  are  skilfully  netted,  and 
numbers  of  trout  and  grayling  possibly  captured  ; and 
until  these  depredations  are  put  a stop  to  by  the  inflic- 
tion of  a severe  punishment  in  the  case  of  the  first  few 
offenders  captured,  anglers  in  the  counties  aforemen- 
tioned will  possibly  never  again  see  the  time  when  the 
trout  and  salmon  fishing  in  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Severn  shall  be  satisfactory  as  in  days  gone  by. 

FROM  IRELAND. 

KERRY. — The  weather  has  been  on  the  whole  very 
favourable  for  spawning  during  the  past  week.  The 
greater  number  of  the  fish  have  now  spawned,  and 
probably  are  now  coming  down  during  the  spate  of  this 
week.  Salmon  have  now  a favourable  time  for  ascend- 
ing from  the  sea,  and  it  is  thought  a large  number  have 
already  come  up  on  the  earlier  river.  At  present  it  is 
very  difficult,  and,  in  fact,  impossible  on  some  rivers, 
to  make  any  observations  of  the  ascending  fish  in  con- 
sequence of  the  flooded  state  of  the  water  and  the 
general  gloomy  overcast  weather  we  have  had  recently. 

The  sea  angling  has  been  suspended  on  the  Kerry 
coast  in  consequence  of  the  wild  weather  and  a rough 
sea.  Unless  the  weather  be  abnormally  fine  for 
January  and  February,  the  sea  angling,  as  a rule,  is 
rarely  practised  in  Kerry  before  March. 

I see  that  the  rod  open  season  on  the  rivers  Laune  and 
Maine,  and  their  lakes  and  tributaries  in  the  Killarney 
district,  has  been  extended  from  Oct.  15  to  Nov.  1. 
This  is  a result  of  recent  inquiries  of  the  Inspectors  of 
Irish  Fisheries,  and  I dare  say  will  give  general  satis- 
faction to  t’ue  rod  fishermen.  Poachers  have  been 
unusually  quiet  this  season.  In  a fortnight  or  so  the 
spawning  season  will  be  over,  and  if  no  depredations 
are  committed  by  poachers  in  the  meantime,  the 
season  will  not  have  suffered  much  at  their  hands. 

The  rod  angling  opens  generally  in  Kerry  on  Feb.  1. 
Anglers  are  already  preparing  for  the  spring  campaign, 
and  are  getting  boats,  &c.,  ready. 

The  Water ville  lake  is  now  in  fine  angling  order,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  continue  to  be  so  until  the 
opening  day. 


THAMES  PRESERVATION. 

The  Thames  Conservancy  have  issued  their  Reform 
Bill.  It  is  a very  extensive  and  important  measure,  but 
contains  little  that  is  new,  chiefly  re-enacting  twenty- 
seven  Acts  of  Parliament  which  it  repeals.  It  was 
expected  from  the  notice  of  the  Bill  which  appeared  that 
the  (Conservators  had  at  last  recognised  the  needs  of  the 
public  in  respect  of  the  river,  but  they  have  hardly  risen 
to  the  occasion.  The  steam  launch  nuisance  is  not  dealt 
with  in  a satisfactory  manner,  and  while  there  is  a 
clause  empowering  the  Conservators  to  prohibit  objec- 
tiona,ble  advertisements  on  the  river,  there  would  be 
nothing  to  prevent  the  country  only  a few  yards  from 
the  river’s  edge  being  covered  with  placards  and  hoard- 
ings of  the  most  disfiguring  description.  If  the  Thames 
is  a national  treasure — and  who  can  gains  ly  it  ? — it  is 
worthy  of  preservation  ; but,  apart  from  the  navigation, 
the  Bill  places  no  duty  of  preserving  it  on  the  Conser- 
vators. "The  Thames  might  become  nothing  more  than 
an  unpolluted  canal,  and  the  Conservators  would  have 
conformed  to  their  statutory  duties.  The  desirability 
of  acquiring  fisheries  and  land  for  camping  ground, 
picnic  places,  and  landing  places  is  acknowledged  in  the 
Bill,  but  so  cumbrous  is  the  procedure,  involving  in 
each  case  an  Act  of  Parliament,  that  the  powers  given 
would  certainly  never  be  enforced.  The  cost  of  the 
procedure  would,  in  most  cases,  be  infinitely  heavier 
than  the  value  of  the  rights  acquired.  On  the  whole 
it  may  be  said  that  the  Bill  is  disappointing,  hut  it  may 
be  noted  that  though  the  board  is  indebted  to  the 
extent  of  about  100,000  it  proposes  to  continue  the 
present  system  of  paying  salaries  to  its  members  to  the 
extent  of  over  ^£3000  a year.  The  constitution  of  the 
board  would  remain  under  the  Bill  much  as  it  is  at 
present,  the  London  County  Council  and  the  Corporation 
of  London  being  each  represented  by  five  members. 
The  other  riparian  counties  would  have  one  member 
each,  but  the  riparian  towns  (London  excepted)  would 
be  unrepresented — Daily  Graphic. 


A Go-as-you-please  Tournament  for  a distance  of  five  or 
six  hundred  miles  would,  no  doubt,  attract  great  attention 
amongst  pedestrians.  Feats  of  endurance  which  call  forth 
worthy  emulation  have  the  effect  of  improving  the  physical 
standard  of  our  young  men.  They  learn  that  the  training 
requisite  demands  cleanliness,  sobriety,  and  regular  living,  as  the 
first  essentials  of  success.  This,  of  course,  teaches  the  lesson  that 
Holloway's  Pills  and  Ointment  are  rapid  aids  for  bringing  a man 
into  the  pink  of  condition.  They  strengthen  the  constitution, 
purify  the  blood,  promote  digestion,  and  cleanse  the  stomach. 
The  Ointment  disperses  stiffness  of  the  joints  and  makes  tho 
muscles  like  steel  in  their  strength  and  flexibility. 


575 


December  30,  1893]  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  EISHING  GAZETTE 


MESSRS.  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  AND 
COMPANY’S 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


BOOKS  FOR  THE  NEW  YEAR 

INCLUDE 

Dod’s  Peerage,  Baronetage,  and  Knightage 
I'OR  1894.  Aims  at  giving  a great  deal  of  information 
in  a small  space,  and  signally  succeeds  in  doing  so. 
For  purposes  of  rapid  reference  it  has  no  competitor. 

A work  on  an  entirely  new  plan  is  Rambles  in 
Books,  by  Charles  P.  Blackburn.  It  is  a book  of  gossip 
about  the  writer’s  own  books.  Mr.  Blackburn’s  notes 
•will  be  of  interest  to  bibliophiles.  He  gives  a transcript 
of  the  title-page  of  each  book,  a.nd  underneath  he  jots 
down  something  with  regard  to  it,  as,  for  instance,  why 
he  determined  to  buy  it,  what  remarkable  facts  or 
peculiarities  it  contains,  or  what  has  been  said  about  it 
or  its  author  by  others.  There  are  few  libraries  that 
would  not  afford  a good  text  for  little  discourses  of  the 
kind,  and  Mr.  Blackburn’s  library  is  by  no  means  to  be 
despised.  . 

Two  new  works  on  Central  Asia  have  just  been  issued 
by  the  same  firm.  The  first  is  Russia’s  March 
Towards  India,  by  an  “Indian  Officer,’’  which  con- 
tains a new  map  of  Central  Asia,  showing  the  disputed 
territory.  The  other  work  is  Chinese  Central  Asia  ; 
a Ride  to  Little  Tibet,  with  fauna  and  bibliographical 
appendices,  by  Henry  Lansdell,  D.D.,  M.R.A.S  , P.R.G.S. 
Dr.  Lansdell’s  fame  as  a traveller  in  Central  Asia  has 
long  been  established.  His  two  new  volumes  are  the 
record  of  his  latest  and,  in  some  respects,  his  most 
adventurous  journey. 

Everjbody  likes  pictures,  and  it  is  an  age  of  illustra- 
tion, so  that  Picturesque  Ceylon,  by  Mr.  Henry  W. 
Cave — a pretty  drawing-room  table  book  just  issued — ■ 
will  have,  as  it  deserves,  a New  Year’s  welcome.  The 
author  frankly  owns  that  the  work  is  a pictorial,  not  a 
literary,  effort ; but  many  a volume  might  be  written 
of  close-printed  descriptive  matter  which  would  not 
convey  nearly  so  good  an  idea  of  the  beautiful  island  of 
Ceylon  as  the  excellent  photographs  which  are  here 
interspersed  with  a light  and  interesting  running  com- 
ment. 

A collection  of  hospital  stories  is  furnished  by  Honnor 
Morten  and  H.  F.  Gethen,  in  Tales  of  the  Chil- 
dren’s Ward.  The  title  chosen  by  the  authors  explains 
their  general  purpose.  With  a large  experience  of  the 
little  sufferers  to  whom  it  has  been  their  duty  to  attend. 
Miss  Morten  and  Miss  Gethen  write  their  pathetic 
annals  in  a series  of  little  sketches,  which  are  capitally 
told  and  very  interesting.  The  book  should  command  a 
ready  sale. 

In  Tales  from  Westminster  Abbey,  told  to 
children,  by  Mrs.  Frewen  Lord,  the  author  pays  a 
graceful  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Dean  Stanley,  whose 
walks  and  talks  with  children  in  the  Abbey  form  the 
foundation  of  her  well-written  book.  She  tells  delight- 
fully the  story  of  the  founding  and  early  days  of  the 
Abbey,  and  then  blossoms  out  into  vivid  sketches  of  the 
heroes  who  sleep  there ; told  with  many  touches  of 
their  childhood,  such  as  other  children  hearing  will  not 
forget.  To  an  imaginative  boy  or  girl,  this  slender 
book,  very  prettily  got  up,  will  prove  a treasure. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

The  following  is  the  programme  for  1894.  All  com- 
mittee meetings  held  at  6.30  p.m.,  ordinary  meetings  at 
7.30,  and  papers,  concerts,  &c.,  at  8,  unless  otherwise 
expressed  in  the  notice  : — 

Jan.  2. — Committee  and  ordinary  meeting. 

,,  9. — Paper  by  Mr.  F.  E.  Eldred — “ Fish  as 

Food.” 

,,  16.^ — Pike  competition. 

,,  23. — Ordinary  meeting. 

,,  30. — Annual  meeting. 

Feb.  6. — Committee  and  ordinary  meeting  ; Paper  by 
Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley  — “In  Defence  of 
Angling.” 

,,  13. — Competition  at  Kelvedon  for  all  kinds  of  fish. 

,,  20. — Smoking  concert. 

,,  27.— Paper  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  on  “ Fishing  at 

Yarmouth.” 

March  3. — Sea  fishing  competition  at  Leigh. 

,,  6. — Committee  and  ordinary  meeting. 

,,  13. — Outing  for  fish  of  all  kinds  at  Colnbrook. 

„ 20. — Paper  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Bramley  on  “ Lines  and 

Floats,  Baits,  and  Hooks.” 

,,  27. — No  meeting. 

April  3. — Committee  and  ordinary  meeting.  Paper  by 
Mr.  F.  R.  Ohlson  on  “ Scotch  Flies.” 

,,  10. — Annual  dinner. 

,,  17. — Ordinary  meeting. 

,,  24. — Paper  by  Dr.  Brunton,  “ Reminiscences  of 

Fishing  in  a Highland  Loch.” 

May  1. — Committee  and  ordinary  meeting. 

,,  5. — Visit  to  the  Natural  History  Museum. 

,,  8. — Discussion,  to  be  led  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman — 

“ When  does  a Jack  become  a Pike,  and 
why  ? ” 

,,  15. — No  meeting. 

,,  22. — Paper  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  on  “ Pishing  in 

the  Public  Parks.” 

,,  29. — Ordinary  meeting.  Mr.  Goodwin  on  “ Fly 

Fishing.” 

June  5. — Committee  and  ordinary  meeting. 

,,  12. — Paper  by  Mr.  F.  Whiter  — “Fishing  in 

general.” 

,,  19. — Ordinary  meeting. 

,,  26. — Paper  by  Dr.  Patterson  on  “ The  Dentition 

of  Fishes.” 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  8t.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


Time  of  High  'Water  in  the  Thames. 

To  find  the  time  of  high  water  in  the  Thames  at  any  of 
the  following  places,  to  the  time  of  high  water  at  London 
Bridge  given  below 

S30  min.  for  Chelsea.  ^55  min.  for  Kew. 

40  „ „ Putney.  \75  „ „ Richmond. 

45  „ „ Hammer-  Add'jSO  „ „ Twicken- 

smith.  / ham. 

50  „ „ Barnes.  '^85  „ ,,  Teddington 

Example  : — If  it  is  high  water  at  2 o’clock  at  London 
Bridge,  it  will  be  high  water  at  Teddington  at  3.25  or  85 
minutes  later. 

N.B. — A strong  wind  up-stream  accelerates  the  tide 
very  much,  and  one  down-stream  retards  it. 


Time  of  High  Water  at 

Saturday,  Dec.  30  

Sunday,  ,,  31  

Monday,  Jan.  1 

Tuesday,  ,,  2 

Wednesday,  ,,  3 

Thursday,  ,,  4 

Friday,  ,,  5 


London 

Bridge. 

Morning. 

Evening. 

7.15  

7.41 

8.  8 

8.34 

9.  3 

9.38 

10.12  

10  46 

11.17  

11.49 

0.  6 

0.18 

0.45  

1.  7 

High  Water  at  Amberley  and  Pulborough. 

Morning.  Evening. 

Saturday,  Dec.  30  7.55  8.21 

Sunday,  ,,  31  8.48  9 14 

Monday,  Jan.  1 9.43  10.18 

These  times  show  High  Water  at  Houghton  Bridge, 
Amberley. 

Pulborough  will  be  two  hours  forty  minutes  later. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Iiovrer  Thames. — General  Remarks.  — Christ- 
mastide  on  the  river  in  a general  sense  has  been  a blank 
period.  To  tbe  anglers  it  has  been  of  little  consequence, 
as  they  can  indulge  in  the  festivities  at  home,  and  have 
the  wherewith  to  make  the  heart  rejoice  over  the  good 
things  tint  old  Father  Christmas  provides  for  the  crea- 
ture comforts  of  man,  woman,  and  child ; but  alas,  to  the 
poor  fishermen,  who  have  for  some  time  been  doing  very 
little,  and  unable  to  lay  up  for  the  natural  indulgencies 
of  the  season,  unless  some  of  their  clients  have  had 
occasion  to  remember  them  in  sending  something  to 
enable  them  to  partake  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  which  is 
substantial  and  exhilarating,  and  making  their  home 
happy  in  the  way  of  an  enjoyable  Christmas. 
There  was  a time  in  my  experience  when  numbers 
of  gentlemen  used  to  send  their  fishermen  some 
of  the  good  things  to  gladden  their  hearts  and 
homes,  but  I am  afraid  they  are  few  and  far 
between  at  the  present  time.  I can  speak  some- 
what feelingly  on  the  point,  and  the  removal  of  some 
by  death  and  other  causes  have  left  a blank  which  others 
have  not  filled  up.  Perhaps  the  custom  of  Christmas 
hampers  is  degenerating,  although  the  delivery  agent 
at  Hounslow  station  assured  me  on  Saturday  last  he  had 
never  delivered  so  many  of  these  hampers  as  this  year. 
The  reports  that  have  come  in  as  to  the  angling  are  of 
the  most  meagre  description,  and  when  I saw  the  state 
of  the  river  on  Saturday  I was  not  at  all  surprised,  as  I 
found  the  water  of  a wretched  colour,  and  very  high, 
which  would  take  some  time  to  get  into  a satisfactory 
condition.  The  roach  anglers,  and  especially  from  the 
banks,  will  have  the  earliest  chance,  and  in  my  experience 
I have  seen  some  good  fish  caught  in  the  eddies 
when  the  water  had  something  of  a colour  in  it,  and 
I do  not  hesitate  to  say  the  river  was  never  better 
stocked  with  roach  than  it  is  at  the  present  time,  and 
the  fish  are  of  a good  size. — B. 

Upper  Thames.— The  upper  reaches  of  the  river 
have  now  got  into  grand  all-round  angling  trim.  The 
water  has  fallen  considerably,  and  is  just  the  colour  that 
is  so  appreciated  by  Thames  roach  anglers,  viz.,  a clear 
and  fining  down  russet  tint.  Jack  are  now  well  on  the 
move,  S6vcra»l  Gxcollcnt  takGS  La-ving’  I^ggii  tiSid  in  cdg 
Cookham,  Temple,  and  Hambledon  waters.  In  the 
Marlow  waters  the  other  day,  Mr.  R.  Shaw  informs  me 
he  took  five  decent  fish,  and  had  several  runs  besides, 
which  resulted  in  failures,  through  the  fish  simply  play- 
ing with  the  baits.  The  Reading  Angling  Association 
have  lately  been  busily  engaged  in  turning  into  their 
waters  a quantity  of  young  trout, _ and  are  follovnng  suit 
with  perch  latGr  on.  Koach  and  jack  well  on  the  feed, 
with  weather  and  water  all  that  can  be  desired  for 
Thames  angling. — Marlow  Buzz. 

Thames  (Kingston).— N.  Boulton,  in  two  days, 
twelve  dozen  of  fine  roach  and  dace. 

Thames  (Tideway).— During  the  Christmas  recess, 
and  for  some  days  previous,  there  has  been  nothing 
done. 

Thames  CWindsor).- As  anticipated,  water  ]ust 
getting  a grand  colour  for  chub,  jack,  and  roach. 
Several  jack  have  been  taken,  one  angler  Mr.  Coomber, 
of  Eton — Boxing-day,  had  six,  but  all  small ; Mr. 
Roberts,  jun.,  of  Windsor,  had  one  3ilb.  Several 
baskets  of  roach  have  been  had  in  the  neighbourhood  ot 
the  Surly  Hall  Hotel  also,  close  to  the  lawn  of  the  hotel, 
but  can  hear  of  no  exceptional  specimen  fish.  Spinning 
with  small  dace  should  kill  well,  as  water  could  not  pos- 


sibly be  better,  and  those  who  prefer  chub  fishing  will 
find  nothing  boat  pith  and  brains  now. — B.  R.  Ham- 
bridge. 

Ancholme  District. — The  water  ^is  clearing  agaSn, 
and  sport  improving.  Mr.  Tillett,  of  Market  Rasen, 
has  been  very  successful  this  season  amongst  the  pik/a. 
On  a flight  made  by  himself  he  caught  with  a dead  roach 
as  spinning  bait  a very  fine  pike,  which  was  3Gin.  long 
and  17in.  round,  and  weighed  121b.  2oz.,  being  the 
first  pike  landed  by  a Market  Risen  man  for  several 
years.  A few  days  previously  ho  took  one  of  51b.  and 
three  smaller  from  the  same  water. — Thomas  Ford. 


Bala  Lake  (North  "Wales). — Very  little  winter 
fishing  is  done  on  these  waters.  Just  now  the  weather 
is  mild  and  open,  and  the  lake  in  good  order,  when  Mr. 
F.  C.  Salmon,  of  Birmingham,  took  the  advantage  to  try 
tor  pike,  and  to-diy  (Thursday)  has  been  rewarded  with 
three,  3Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  51o.  The  pike  are  now  at  their  best 
as  regards  condition. — Gwyniad. 

Dee  (Corwen,  N.  Wales). — The  river  has  been  over- 
flowing its  banks  for  the  last  fortnight,  but  is  fining  down 
now,  and  the  weather  is  very  open  and  mild ; if  it 
continues  the  grayling  will  be  on  the  feed.  I was 
speaking  to  a friend  that  lives  on  the  banks  of  one  of 
the  Dee  tributaries,  the  Alwen.  He  says  that  not  one 
salmon  was  seen  up  there  till  this  last  week.  The  place 
is  full  of  them  ; this  is  very  late  for  them  to  be  going 
up. — Alwen. 

Dove  and.  Tributaries. — Water  and  weather  both 
in  good  trim  for  angling,  but  we  have  not  heard  of  any 
fishing  having  been  done  this  Christmas  week  near 
here.— D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  weather  throughout 
the  Christmas  holidays  has  been  of  an  open  and  spring- 
like character.  Whilst  I have  heard  of  nothing  “ big  ” 
in  the  pike  line,  very  fair  sport  has  been  enjoyed  gener- 
ally. The  best  individual  take  locally  was  a trio  of 
7lb.,  41b.,  and  31b.  From  the  Cowley  backwaters  a few 
fish  have  been  had,  Mr.  J.  A.  Kelley  and  Mr. 
William  Shepherd  being  among  the  lucky  men.  The 
river  is  now  in  grand  angling  trim.  “A  Happy  New 
Year  to  anglers  all.” — Red  Palmer. 

Ten  Waters  (South  Lincolnshire).— Seldom  has 
there  been  a more  favourable  Christmas  holiday  for 
anglers,  and  upon  the  whole  the  Fen  waters  have 
received  plenty  of  patronage  from  outsiders  as  well  as 
from  local  men.  There  was  a fair  sprinkling  of  visitors 
on  the  Welland,  particularly  about  Market  Deeping  and 
Stainford,  and  on  different  lengths  of  the  Forty-foot 
during  the  week.  Pike  fishing  has  received  most 
attention,  but  some  have  patronised  the  roach,  which 
are  in  fine  trim. — Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— The  water  not  being  much  out 
of  condition  from  last  week’s  storms,  sport  was 
quite  as  good  as  could  as  expected.  The  greatest 
number  were  out  on  Boxing  Day,  which  proved  very 
favourable  for  fishing.  Several  good  baskets  were  taken 


home. — L. 

Lea  and  Stort.— The  holidays  have  not  been  so 
productive  of  sport  as  I expected.  A good  many  fisher- 
men were  out  both  on  Christmas  and  Boxing  Days,  but 
during  such  days  festivities  rather  than  fishing  prevail, 
as  many  fishermen  are  not  able  to  weigh-in  at  their 
olubs,  and  therefore  do  not  take  so  much  interest  in 
their  sport.  The  weather  was  very  favourable,  and  the 
water  in  good  condition  during  the  early  part  of  the 
week,  but  the  fogs  of  the  last  day  or  two^  have 
most  objectionable.  From  the  upper  portions  of  the 
rivers  I have  not  heard  of  much  having  been  done,  a 
few  roach  and  a small  jack  or  two  being  tbe  returns 
from  the  Ware  district  on  the  Lea,  and  a jack  or  two 
from  Roydon  neighbourhood  on  the  Stort.  On  the  Jabh 
inst.  a few  perch  were  taken  from  the  old  river  at  Look  s 
Ferry.  Thursday  morning : Both  the  old  river  and  the 
Barge  canal  are  in  good  order.  Spliced  Joint. 

Lea  (Ware).— There  have  been  some  good  takes  of 
roach  by  the  bank  anglers  here  during  the  Christmas 
holidays,  averaging  from  lib.  lOoz.  to  l^lb.,  ail  taken 
with  gentles.  The  river  is  now  in  capital  condition. 
An  angler  fishing  here  to-day  (Wednesday)  has  had  a 
good  take  of  roach. — The  Bull  Inn. 

Leicester.— The  springlike  weather  which  prevailed 
during  Christmas  was  greatly  in  favour  of  good  results 
being  obtained,  and  the  followers  of  tbe  sport  turned 
out  in  goodly  numbers  both  at  the  Leicester  town  waters 
and  at  tbe  outlying  resorts  in  this  district.  1 he  late 
rains  have  improved  the  waters  to  an  almost  incredible 
extent,  the  large  volumes  flushing  the  river  and  render- 
ing it  in  first-rate  fishing  condition.  Those  anglers  who 
tried  the  canal  succeeded  fairly  well,  and  the  takes  ot 
roach  have  been  quite  up  to  the  average  tor  the 
time  of  year.  A few  of  the  best  baskets  were : 
Mr.  Towe,  111b.  ; Mr.  Prime,  91b.  ; Mr.  Harford,  71b. ; 
Mr.  Cave,  71b. ; Mr.  Long,  51b. ; Mr.  Hobbs,  81b.  ; and 
Mr.  Pinnock  a few  fine  perch.  Most  of  the  roach  ran 
about  lloz.  or  12oz.  each.  As  might  ba  expected  the 
holidays  brought  out  a large  number  of  pike  anglers, 
who  most  persistently  thrashed  the  canal  and  _ brook 
preserved  by  tbe  Leicester  Angling  Society  at  Laicester 
and  Aylestone.  Only  a few  brace  of  fish  were  cap- 
tured. To  the  backwaters  at  Aylestone  many  anglers 
found  their  way,  on  chubbing  bent,  but  the  heavy 
water  made  it  difficult  to  get  at  the  best  chub 
boles,  and  the  spoil  in  this  direction  consisted  ot  an 
odd  fish  or  two.  Down  the  Wreake  way  anglers 
were  fortunate  in  securing  fair  lots  of  roach,  and 
at  the  Narborough  Croft  and  Blaby  waters  anglers 
chiefly  confined  their  attention  to  roach  and  pike,  and  on 
the  whole  with  satisfactory  results.  The  waters  con- 
tinue to  run  in  good  height  and  colour. 
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litig'g’  and  Arrow  (Iieominster). — Both  these 
streams  have  been  mining  high  and  nearly  hank  full. 
Eain  has  beeh  had  this  week,  but  the  water  is  slowly 
going  down.  The  weather  has  been  fine,  but  no  anglers 
have  been  out  as  yet.  The  best  baits  are  the  maggot, 
worm,  and  grasshopper,  and  sport  should  be  had  with 
them  next  week.  The  Pinsleyis  now  coloured,  but  run- 
ning clearer. — G Wynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland). — 

Elvers  are  still  very  much  swollen,  though  the  water  is 
only  stained,  and  sinks  but  slowly.  Pishing  is  at  a 
standstill,  and  there  will  be  no  possible  chance  before 
the  middle  of  coming  week,  even  with  the  most  favour- 
able weather,  and  the  prospect  of  such  at  the  time  of 
writing  seems  remote. — E.  T.  Williams. 

Medway  (Tonbridge).— With  the  outgoing  of  the 
year  I have  the  pleasure  of  a little  better  report ; a few 
more  anglers  out,  and  decidedly  good  sport  amongst  the 
roach,  some  good  baskets  having  been  made,  mostly  wdth 
brandlings.  Water  now  in  good  trim  for  all  sorts  of 
fishing  except  pith,  it  being  not  quite  clear  enough  for 
that  style,  according  to  public  opinion  here.  Jack  have 
been  seen  moving. — E.  E.  W. 

Ouse  (Great  Paxton). — The  river  is  in  a perfect 
state,  but  the  fish  do  not  feed  well.  Mr.  Fletcher  caught 
two  jack,  and  Mr.  Louis  Hawkins  one  nice  jack  and 
three  [splendid  chub  ; the  latter  fish  appear  to  be  on  the 
feed,  and  take  cheese  paste  well. — W.  Ducker. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Although  the  weather  is 
very  favourable,  the  water  is  only  in  fair  condition,  and 
fish  in  consequence  are  feeding  but  moderately,  those 
only  who  use  the  finest  of  tackle  standing  a chance. 
The  members  of  the  Huntingdon  Angling  Association 
held  a pike  tournament  on  Boxing  day;  Mr.  Parnwell 
had  two  splendid  fish,  taken  with  wonderfully  small 
hooks  a,nd  gut  traces ; one  scaled  8ilb.,  the  other  SJlb., 
but,  being  an  honorary  member,  he  did  not  weigh  these 
in  for  the  prizes ; and  the  only  other  fish  taken  was  a 
poor  specimen  of  21b.  weight.  A splendid  male  otter, 
exceeding  261b. , has  been  killed  in  the  Hanford  water. — B. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— Pike  appear  to  be  nearly 
dead  off  the  feed,  for  nothing  important,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  fish,  81b.  and  5jlb.,  has  been  done.  A pike 
tournament  was  held  on  Boxing  Hay ; eighteen  com- 
peted, and  only  one  small  fish  was  taken,  11b.  15oz., 
taking  the  first  prize.  A fine  dog  otter  was  shot  on  the 
27th  by  a resident,  weighing  261b.  Some  good  roach 
have  been  tak*^n  with  worms  along"  the  bank, — H.  Eout, 

Ouse  (St.  Heots). — The  water  is  still  in  good  con- 
dition, and  some  nice  jack  have  been  taken,  the  largest, 
however,  during  the  week  scaled  only  about  81b.,  and 
this  was  caught  with  a spoon  bait.  Prospects  are,  I 
think,  fairly  good. — W.  Nash. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— The  exceptionally  mild 
holiday  season  induced  a goodly  number  of  anglers  to 
indulge  in  the  sport  obtainable  among  the  coarse  fish, 
some  good  takes  of  pike,  perch,  and  roach  being  made. 
The  water  is  now  in  good  order  for  either  spinning  or 
the  red  worm  for  the  last  mentioned,  while  pike  fishers 
cannot  do  better  than  have  a small  bright  live  or  arti- 
ficial on  durable  though  fairly  fine  tackle.  Prospects  of 
sport  at  the  time  of  writing  are  good. — Piscatob. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
necb).  Owing  to  an  unexpected  and  very  severe  storm 
of  wind  and  rain  which  broke  over  this  district  on  Friday 
night,  all  of  our  rivers  were  almost  unfit  for  angling 
during  the  Christmas  holidays,  to  the  great  disappoint- 
ment of  the  visitors  here  ; and  although  many  of  them 
v/ould  not  be  denied,  it  was  very  uphill  work  altogether, 
but  several  of  the  most  persevering  were  in  a measure 
rewarded  by  capturing  some  very  fair  specimens  of  pike 
and  coarse  fish. — Vtrnwt. 

Stort.  The  river  at  Harlow  is  in  good  condition  for 
fishing;  water  rather  thick;  roach  coming  on ; several 
nice  fish  taken  on  the  24th  inst. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— The  river  has  been  in 
caiiital  condition  during  the  holidays,  and  although  no 
very  heavy  bags  have  been  made,  several  decent  fish 
have  been  taken.  On  Tuesday,  out  with  Mr.  F.  T.  Lant 
of  Sudbury,  we  had  a bag  of  261b.  of  roach,  heaviest  fish 
11b.  4oz.,  and  a dacG  of  JOoz.  Several  pike  have  also  been 
teken,  but  they  have  run  very  small,  heaviest  4Jlb. 
Elver  now  in  splendid  colour,  and  roach  biting  well. 
Gentles  are  the  favourite  bait.  — W.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers.— The  Christmas  holidays,  so  long 
looked  forward  to,  have,  owing  to  the  recent  storms, 
proved  a delusion  and  a snare,  speaking  piscatorially. 
The  weather  has  been  exceptionally  fine  and  summer- 
like,  but  the  rivers  in  many  districts  are  in  flood  and  of 
a pea-soupy  consistence.  Eecords  from  the  different 
angling  resorts  are  few,  and  the  few  received  not  worth 
recording.  Speaking  generally,  but  few  anglers  were 
out,  and  but  little  sport  obtained.  Mr.  Eobert  Holmes, 
of  Littlehampton,  an  all-round  sportsman  of  the  ol'd 
school,  informs  me  that  during  the  past  season  more 
small  bass  have  been  taken  in  the  Arun  near  LitGe- 
hampton  than  for  years  past.  Flat  fish  may  be  taken 
by  those  who  care  for  the  small  fry,  but  the  mullet 
season  has  been  a poor  one.  A change  in  the  temperature 
is  needed  before  we  can  hope  to  get  pike  on  feed  or 
rivers  in  condition. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  water  in  this  district  is  still 
running  high  and  coloured,  but  it  has  gone  down  to  what 
it  was  last  week,  and  if  the  weather  will  hold  fine  it 
should  be  in  order  for  fishing  by  the  end  of  the  week.  A 
fewanglern  have  been  out  an<3  have  used  the  worm, mag'got 
and  grasshopper.  Salmon  are  below  Ashford  Weir,  they 
are  now  two  months  behind  the  usual  time  for  getting  up 
to  spawn,  and  this  should  improve  the  trout  fishing  next 
season.  On  Tuesday  a good  dish  of  dace  was  landed 


with  the  maggot.  In  the  water  near  Ludford,  with  the 
grasshopper,  some  nine  grayling  were  taken.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  high  and  muddy,  but 
going  down.  No  rods  out  on  them  this  week. — T. 
Ludlow. 

• Teme  (Tenbury).  — In  this  part  there  has  been 
an  improvement  in  the  weather,  and  the  water,  which 
was  high  and  muddy,  is  now  going  down,  and  clearing 
nicely,  and  should  be  in  order  for  fishing  by  the  begin- 
ning of  next  week.  Fishing  has  been  very  slow,  no 
rods  being  out.  The  Eea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are 
all  muddy.  No  fishing  done  in  them  of  late. — 
Worcester. 

Trent  (Newark). — Bank  holiday  proved  a dis- 
appointment to  anglers  in  the  Newark  dirtrict,  the  main 
water  was  too  highly  coloured,  and  the  day  too  brilliant 
for  success  in  the  dead  waters.  Several  moderate  pike 
have  been  taken  during  the  week,  the  best  being  5;|lb., 
by  Mr.  E.  Ball,  from  Averham  weirs.  The  Trent  is  now 
in  good  order  for  bottom  fishing  with  worms. — Teent- 

SIDEE. 

Witliam,  &c.  (Mid-Lincoln).  — Boston  has  been 
quite  crowded  with  visitors  this  Christmas  holidays, 
mostly  anglers  and  their  friends.  The  weather  was  very 
favourable  for  angling.  The  sport  indulged  in  was 
fairly  remunerative.  Some  nice  pike  were  secured  along 
the  river  at  Tattershall,  Dogdyke,  Southrey,  and  other 
points.  Bottom  fishing  in  the  drains  about  Boston 
formed  the  staple  of  sport  among  the  Boston  visitors. — 
Luci. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — There  has 
been  no  fishing  on  the  Wye  during  the  Christmas  holi- 
days, there  being  far  too  much  water  for  fly-fishing.  The 
Derwent,  although  high,  has  been  fishable  with  worm 
and  maggot,  but  few  rods  have  been  at  work,  and  those 
that  have  tried  for  a dish  of  Christmas  grayling  have 
generally  had  but  poor  sport.  The  only  exceptions  I 
know  of  are  two  local  anglers  who  have  been  out  and 
killed  between  them  a very  pretty  dish  of  grayling 
in  splendid  condition.  Frosty  weather  is  wanted  to  im- 
prove sport.  The  Derwent  is  running  down  nicely,  and 
should  be  in  cajiital  trim  by  the  end  of  the  week. — 
Dotterel. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal. — The  weather  has  been  more  favourable  this 
week  for  rod  and  line  fishing.  Owing  to  the  Christmas 
holidays  there  have  not  been  many  boats  out,  but  fairly 
good  catches  of  whiting  and  cod  were  made  by  those 
that  went. — Edward  Hanger,  Agent  British  Sea 
Anglers’  Society. 

Plymoutli. — This  has  been  rather  an  unbroken  week 
for  all  kinds  of  fishing,  and  boats  have  been  generally 
getting  to  their  homes  to  spend  Christmas,  and  enjoy 
the  usual  luxuries  of  the  season.  Fish  has  consequently 
been  dear,  but  herrings  have  been  very  plentiful.  Several 
of  the  whiting  boats  brought  in  catches  averaging  about 
eighteen  dozen  a boat,  and  these  found  a ready  market. 
As  wo  are  close  upon  the  New  Year,  a list  of  the  edible 
fish  for  January  may  be  useful.  Whiting  are  now  in 
their  prime,  and  are  plentiful  about  our  coasts.  Our 
markets,  however,  I am  sorry  to  say,  are  supplied  more 
from  our  trawlers  than  from  the  hookers.  Hand- lining, 
of  course,  produces  the  best  fish.  Lings  are  also 
caught  in  this  and  next  month.  The  list  includes  smelt, 
tub,  piper,  red  gurnard,  mackerel,  dory,  skate,  ray, 
sprat,  anchovy,  eel,  ling,  cod,  whiting,  haddock,  pout- 
ing, pollack,  pike,  and  all  shell  fish. — William 
Heardeb. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Dee,  Don,  &c.. — The  rivers  have  been  in  constant 
flood  now  for  some  four  weeks  past ; they  are  now  sub- 
siding, but  great  anxiety  was  felt  last  week  that  there 
would  be  more  than  a mere  overflow  if  the  snowfall  and 
rains  continued  much  longer.  As  it  is,  the  Dee,  Don, 
Spey,  Beauly,  and  all  such  rivers,  are  showing  signs  in 
many  parts  of  embankments  giving  way,  owing  to  the 
severe  strain  of  the  past  two  months.  When  the  season 
opens  many  favourite  casts  will  be  found  to  hwe  been 
silted  up  with  the  amount  of  breakage  which  has  been 
caused,  and  the  debris  carried  down  by  the  unusual 
constant  succession  of  floods.  The  spawning  season 
progresses  apace,  and  will  now  be  over  even  with  the 
latest  spawners  with  the  advent  of  the  year. — Dee- 
sideb. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  district  rivers  have  been 
running  in  high  flood  for  fully  a fortnight  past.  Just 
before  the  floods  came  on  it  was  noticed  that  a good 
number  of  salmon  were  on  the  spawning  beds.  It  is 
believed  that  the  floods  will  have  washed  away  some  of 
the  spawn  as  the  spates  have  been  unusually  heavy  for 
some  days  past.  Last  week  there  was  a late  run  of 
salmon  up  the  Annan  ; the  fish  were  noticed  to  be  pretty 
red  in  colour,  and  full  of  spawn.  So  far  as  the  season 
has  gone,  the  salmon  disease,  Saprolegnia  ferox,  has  not 
made  its  appearance  in  the  Solway  rivers.  The  weather 
is  remarkably  open  and  mild  for  Christmas  week. — 
Heathebbell. 

Tweed  and  Teviot. — Floods  have  again  occurred  in 
these ^ rivers,  a very  heavy  rain  storm  on  Sunday 
bringing  the  streams  away  early  on  Monday  morning, 
and  the  gauge  at  Kelso  Bridge  registered  a flood  of  fully 
six  and  a half  feet.  Bait  fishers  have  had  some  sport 
with  the  yellow  trout,  but  these  fish  are  now  in  very  bad 
condition,  and  no  real  angler  ever  thinks  of  putting  his 
rod  up  at  this  season  of  the  year.  The  floods  have 
done  some  good  in  various  ways,  such  as  allowing  of  the 
ascent  of  spawning  fish,  thoroughly  cleansing  the  rivers 
and  carrying  off  all  de'bris  and  foul  rubbish  that  had 
lodged  about  the  banks  and  deep  pools  for  many  months 


during  the  angling  season.  Notwithstanding  the  late 
disastrous  salmon  angling  season  to  sportsmen,  I under- 
stand that  various  waters  on  the  Tweed  have  already 
been  taken  for  the  forthcoming  season — Floors  Castle 
upper  water  having  been  taken,  it  is  said,  by  the  Duke 
of  Portland  and  the  Earl  of  Zetland.  Baskets  of  trout,  of 
from  31b.  up  to  51b.,  have  been  killed  during  the  week, 
and  one,  which  included  two  bull  trout,  weighed  111b. 
The  weather  is  very  open  for  the  time  of  year,  and  all 
the  streams  in  the  Border  district  are  running  in  full 
winter  volume  owing  to  the  unsettled  weather. — Max- 
wheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry. — The  river  is  rising  steadily  owing  to 
the  heavy  freshets  of  the  past  week,  and  the  last  runs  of 
salmon  are  over.  The  stream  is  too  heavy  for  success- 
ful netting,  and  the  carries  or  weirs  are  full,  so  that 
gaffing  is  impossible,  consequently  poaching  is  kept  at  a 
minimum.  Some  very  fine  salmon  up  to  201b.  crossed 
the  weirs  on  Sunday  last,  and  lake  trout  have  all 
spawned  and  are  dropping  down  stream.  The  fishing 
season  opens  on  March  1.  The  Loughny  preserves  are 
not  let  this  year  for  so  far. — J.  A.  B. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Salmon  are  reported  to 
be  coming  up  from  the  sea  in  good  numbers,  and  the 
spawning  season  continues  satisfactory.  Nothing  doing 
at  sea  angling,  as  no  boats  could  go  out,  the  weather 
being  too  wild. — T.  J.  Denneht. 

Westmeath.  Lakes  (Mulling'ar).  — Enormous 
numbers  of  trout  have  ascended  the  tributaries  of  the 
Westmeath  lakes  this  season  for  spawning  purposes, 
and  poachers  have  been  kept  pretty  well  at  bay  by  the 
vigilance  of  the  water-bailiffs.  Tne  tributaries  of  the 
Brosna  in  the  King’s  County  have  been  literally  swarm- 
ing with  salmon,  but  there  is  no  protection  afforded, 
and  poachers  have  things  much  their  own  way.  Sad 
complaints  have  reached  me  about  the  havoc  wrought 
amongst  the  salmon  here.  Truly,  the  inland  fisheries  of 
Ireland  are  wretchedly  looked  after  in  some  districts. — 
T.  J.  W. 


THAMES  FISHING  AND  FISHEEMEN. 

It  is  customary  to  expend  more  sympathy  upon  the 
London  cabman  than  upon  any  other  working  unit  as  an 
individual,  who,  in  return  for  an  existence  consisting  of 
long  hours  and  exposure  to  all  weathers,  is  rewarded 
with  pay  that  is  always  of  the  most  precarious  order  and 
never  really  remunerative.  But  the  cabman’s  calling 
must  give  w^ay  for  precariousness  to  that  of  the  Thames 
fisherman.  The  gondola  of  the  London  streets  and  that 
of  the  Thames  (which  for  the  nonce  I take  to  be  the 
fisherman’s  punt)  differ  inasmuch  as  the  one  is  so  often 
an  absolute  necessity  whereas  the  other  is  always  a 
luxury.  To  a very  great  extent  the  cabman  can  force 
himself  upon  one’s  notice,  though  I doubt  whether  he 
gains  many  fares  by  the  utterance  of  his  irritating 
*■  Keb,  keb,  keb!”  The  fisherman  can  only  wait  in 
patience  for  the  people  who  want  to  go  a-fishing. 

The  more  one  considers  the  very  small  proportion  of 
persons  who  are  sufficiently  ardent  anglers  to  make  the 
Thames  their  field  of  operations,  the  more  surprising 
does  it  become  that  a regular  business  should  exist  in 
connection  with  their  wants,  sufficient  to  provide  a 
living  of  some  description  for  a considerable  number  of 
persons,  between  Eichmond  and  Oxford.  But  so  it  is, 
and  so  it  has  been  for  many  a generation  past.  The  pro- 
fession of  Thames  fisherman  is  nothing  of  yesterday,  and 
the  fact  that  sons  have  so  often  followed  fathers  in 
lengthy  sequence,  shows,  that  at  one  time  at  least,  it 
could  have  been  no  despicable  calling.  Nowadays,  while 
there  are  possibly  worse  callings — that  of  dock  labourer 
for  instance — there  are  very  many  better. 

On  every  water  where  angling  is  pursued  with  any 
diligence  the  professional  fisherman  makes  his  appear- 
ance, more  often  than  not  the  offspring  of  indigence  out 
of  love  of  sport.  In  all  cases  the  peculiarities  of  the 
rivers  call  for  different  methods,  the  constant  adoption 
of  which  in  time  has  its  influence  upon  the  men,  and  the 
Thames  affords  a marked  instance  of  this.  From  very 
early  times  we  have  records  of  men  who  caught  fish  in 
the  higher  Thames  by  the  primitive  method  of  dams, 
regardless  of  the  trivial  fact  that  they  thereby  entirely 
stopped  the  navigation,  for  they  were  constantly  the 
subject  of  repressive  and  retributive  enactments  on  the 
part  of  authorities  sitting  in  London  who  did  not  appear 
to  be  able  to  secure  obedience. 

Between  those  times  and  the  present  there  is  a wide 
gap  to  fill,  and  there  is  no  means  of  tracing  the  develop- 
ment of  the  Thames  fisherman  of  to-day,  with  his  punt 
duly  furnished  with  all  the  appurtenances  of  his  craft, 
out  of  the  poacher  chrysalis  of  the  Middle  Ages. 

But  imagination  should  be  equal  to  the  task  of  con- 
ceiving how,  as  the  disciples  of  Izaak  Walton  grew  in 
numbers  (they  were  already  numerous  in  the  seventeenth 
century)  and,  with  the  general  settling  down  of  the 
country  and  improvement  in  means  of  communication, 
were  able  to  extend  their  sjihere  of  operations,  the  pro- 
fessional fisherman  began  to  find  it  to  his  pecuniary 
benefit  to  cater,  for  their  wants.  Even  in  those  days 
they  could  not  do  as  they  wished,  for  fishing  rights 
have  been" made  the  subject  of  special  grants  for  many 
centuries,  and  were  by  no  means  in  the  hands  of  the 
lower  orders. 

The  fishing  then  was  worth  having,  for  it  included 
the  salmon  in  some  plenty,  and  until  within  a quite 
erecent  date  prsons  existed  who  had  assisted  at  the 
scapture  of  thi  fish.  Probably  no  picture  is  more  diffi- 
tcult  of  realisaicn  by  a frequenter  of  the  Thames  than 
that  of  a haul  of  some  twenty-five  salmon  at  Isleworth, 
such  as  was  witnessed  seventy  years  ago  by  one 
chronicler. 
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An  almost  impossible  amount  of  purification  must 
take  place  before  this  can  recur,  although  smelts  are 
commonly  caught  at  Putney  to  this  day,  which  goes  to 
show  that  smelts  have  nos  the  fine  epicurean  taste  of 
salmon.  Were  the  salmon  to  make  its  reappearance  in 
the  Thames,  the  professional  fisherman  would  ho  having 
a very  different  time  to  the  pro.sont,  for  Thames  fishing 
would  then  become  a favourite  pastime  even  with  those 
who,  while  claiming  to  be  keen  anglers,  do  not  attempt 
to  conceal  their  contempt  of  that  kind  of  angling  which 
takes  place  on  the  Thames. 

The  Thames,  before  it  came  to  be  “ improved,”  must 
have  been  a prolific  river.  As  recently  as  thirty  years 
ago  it  was  an  easy  matter  to  catch  fish,  where  now  a 
fortuitous  combination  of  art  and  luck  is  necessary  to 
secure  a moderate  bag  even.  We  are  told  that  there  are 
more  anglers  than  there  were  then,  but  this  is  not  borne 
out  by  the  evidence  of  the  facts.  Taking  an  angling 
station  like  Hampton  Court  as  an  example,  there  were 
something  like  a couple  of  dozen  pirnts  in  commission, 
and  customers  were  so  numerous  that  fishermen  could 
afford  to  pick  and  choose,  usually  according  to  the  ascer- 
tained custom  of  the  angler  in  the  matter  of  provender 
taken  on  board  for  consumption  by  himself  and  atten- 
dant. 

Similar  evidence  may  be  gleaned  at  almost  every 
angling  station  on  the  river,  while  at  none  of  them  are 
there  now  more  than  half  a dozen  professional  fishermen 
in  regular  work.  As  to  bank  anglers,  it  is  not  sur- 
prising that  they  have  greatly  fallen  off  in  numbers 
when  one  considers  the  facilities  afforded  by  the  rail- 
ways for  reaching  waters  where  immunity  from  dis- 
turbance by  traffic  can  be  enjoyed.  There  may  well  be 
more  anglers  than  ever,  but  they  do  not  account  for  the 
decrease  in  the  fish  in  the  Thames.  The.y  certainly  do 
not  catch  more  fish  than  used  to  be  taken  by  nets  in  the 
days  when  netting  was  licensed  ; and  yet,  in  those  very 
days,  when  Thames  preservation  was  but  a developing 
embryo,  the  angling  was  as  it  never  has  been  since. 
But  there  was  no  steam  traffic,  and,  as  that  has  de- 
veloped, so  has  the  angling  fallen  off. 

Now  is  the  winter  of  the  fisherman’s  discontent,  for, 
in  spite  of  all  one  hears  of  the  winter  months  being  the 
best  for  all-round  fishing,  the  summer  is  the  season  of 
harvest.  Most  people  are  quite  willing  to  take  it  for 
granted  that  the  more  uncomfortable  the  weather  to  the 
angler  the  more  likely  are  the  fish  to  bite  ; and,  with 
every  one  ready  to  pass  the  tradition  on  without  putting 
it  to  the  test  of  actual  experiment,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  it  becomes  accepted. 

But  the  summer  is  the  time  when  people  who  never 
fished  before  are  seized  with  the  whim  to  do  so  ; and 
these  are  the  customers  the  fisherman  likes  best,  for 
they  are  usually  the  most  liberal,  and  invariably  come 
on  board  provided  with  a well-stocked  luncheon  basket. 
They  are  rarely  exacting  on  the  score  of  sport,  a few 
dozen  gudgeons  or  roach  and  dace  sending  them  into 
ecstasies. — Pall  Mall  Gazette. 


BETTER  THAN  HAM  ! 

Hog  and  hominy  is  the  popular  dish  in  some  portions 
of  South  America,  just  as  pork  and  beans  delight  the 
palate  of  the  New  Englanders,  and  catfish  and  waffles 
appeal  to  the  taste  of  Philadelphians.  How  dearly  a 
Virginian  loves  ham  may  be  inferred  by  the  following 
conversation,  reported  by  a home-coming  commercial 
traveller. 

While  riding  from  an  interior  town  in  the  stage,  he 
fell  into  conversation  with  the  driver.  The  talk  finally 
turned  upon  hunting,  the  driver  informing  his  fare  that 
the  woods  thereabout  abounded  in  game.  Passing  a 
stream,  the  traveller  asked  if  it  contained  fish. 

“ Lots  of  them,”  was  the  reply. 

“ What  kind  1 ” 

“ Mostly  trout,”  said  the  driver.  “All  these  moun- 
tain streams  are  full  of  trout.” 

“ They  must  be  fine  eating,”  was  the  next  remark. 

“ Fine  eating,”  exclamed  the  driver.  “ Well,  I should 
say  so.  You  just  go  up  to  the  mountains  and  catch  half 
a dozen  trout,  about  lOin.  or  12in.  long,  clean  ’em  with- 
out washing  ’em,  rub  in  some  salt,  roll  ’em  in  Injun  meal 
and  bake  ’em  in  the  ashes.  Good  eatin’  ! Why, 
stranger,  they  beat  ham  ! ” 


At  a meeting  held  in  the  Cafe  Buildings,  Aberdeen, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Urquhart,  solicitor,  stated  that  he  had 
entered  into  communication  with  several  parties  with 
the  view  of  securing  suitable  water  for  rod  fishing,  and 
in  only  one  case  had  he  received  a favourable  reply. 
Mr.  Clark,  Waterside,  Binchory-Devenick,  had  informed 
him  that  he  would  be  prepared  to  let  the  Garthdee  and 
Polldown  water  for  next  season  for  .£12.  The  Chairman 
then  asked  the  meeting  if  they  were  agreeable  to  form 
themselves  into  an  Angling  Association.  Mr.  William 
Hally,  Schoolhill,  moved  that  the  meeting  re.solve  itself 
into  an  association,  and  Mr.  James  Beattie,  Wallace 
Tower,  seconded.  The  moti'  n was  carried  unanimously, 
and  rules  and  bye-laws  were  afterwards  drawn  up  and 
adopted.  It  was  agreed  by  a majority  that  the  name  of 
the  association  should  be  the  Aberdeen  Angling  Associa- 
tion, and  the  object  of  the  association,  it  was  Stated, 
was  for  acquiring  the  rights  of  fishing  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Aberdeen.  The  election  of  office-bearers  was 
then  proceeded  with.  Mr.  P.  B.^slemont  and  Mr. 
Charles  Wilson,  of  Messrs  Blaikio  Brothers,  were 
elected  honorary  presidents,  Mr.  William  Gray,  presi- 
dent ; Messrs.  William  Hally,  William  Milne,  William 
Howie,  vice-presidents;  Mr.  R.  H.  Urquhart,  secretary 
and  treasurer  ; and  Messrs.  Pope,  Forsyth,  Mutch,  and 
Rait  were  appointed  to  act  on  the  committee.  A vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chairman  terminated  the  proceedings. 


from  Clulrs 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Jiej^rts  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morniugf.  Thursday  night’s  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  morning.  Address  “ Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,” 
marked  “Club  Report  ” outside  envelope. 


NoxrcE. 

SECRETARIES  OF  CI.UBS  who  take  in  The 
Fishings  Gazette  are  reminded  that  we  shall  be 
pleased  to  send  them  anicely  got  up  and  strongly  bound 
Reading  Case  for  same,  gratis,  on  receipt  of  a card 
addressed  to  the  “ Manager,”  The  Fishing  Gazette, 
St.  Dunstan’s  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  E.C.,  asking 
for  same  to  be  sent.  


Anglers’  Association. — The  monthly  general  com- 
mittee meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday  next,  Jan.  1, 
at  8.30.— R.  Ghurnbt. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society.  -At  the  committee 
meeting  on  Friday,  Dec.  22,  .£7  was  granted  to  members 
for  whom  application  was  made. — R.  Ghubnet. 

Anglers’  Benevolent  Society  Angling  Com- 
petition.— On  Friday,  the  22nd  inst.,  the  committee  met, 
when  the  following  gentlemen  offered  prizes  for  the 
competition  : Mr.  Sowerbutts,  Commercial-street ; Mr. 
Teale,  Rye  House ; Mr.  Bourne,  Cobden  ; Mr.  Neal, 
Prince  of  Wales  ; Mr.  Laming,  Serapis;  Mr.  T.  Goodwin, 
Izaak  Walton;  and  Mr.  Howard.  The  committee  meet 
on  Friday,  Jan.  12,  at  9.30,  at  the  Foresters’  Hall,  when 
I shall  be  glad  to  add  to  the  committee  or  receive  prizes. 
— S.  Malbt. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Kent,  Old  Kent-road. — The  quarterly  meeting  was  held 
on  Wednesday  last,  with  a good  attendance,  under  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  A.  G.  Smith,  when  the  prizes  taken 
during  the  preceding  three  months  were  hand'-d  to  the 
respective  winners,  and  a special  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee was  ordered  for  Tuesday  next  to  deal  with  prize 
list  for  next  quarter.  The  second  outing  for  Mr,  J.  P, 
Wheeldon’s  Ten  Guinea  Challenge  Cup  will  take  place 
at  Henley  on  the  31st  inst,,  9 a,m.  train  from  Padding- 
ton ; every  member  is  allowed  to  compete,  and  a good 
muster  is  therefore  anticipated,  with,  I hope,  a better 
result  than  last  time.  The  South  London  visit  will  be 
to  this  club  on  Monday,  Jan.  8,  in  connection  with 
which  a grand  house-warming  smoker  will  be  given,  and, 
being  the  fir.st  in  our  new  home,  we  hope  to  be  favoured 
with  the  company  of  many  of  our  brother  anglers.  Mr. 
W.  Fowler  was  elected  chairman  for  the  next  three 
months.  “ Tight  lines,  and  a Happy  New  Year  to  all.” 
— D.  Davis. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Qimen’s 
Hotel,  Queen’s-road,  Battersea. — The  members  of  this 
club  will  fish  the  next  match  for  three  prizes  on  the 
31st  inst.  at  Egham,  from  Bell  Weir  to  the  Bells.  Tow- 
path  only.  All  fish  to  weigh.  Train  8.40  from  Clapham 
Junction.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Tuet-day 
next  for  important  business. — G.  Mumfobd. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
South  wark-street  — Several  of  our  members  have  been 
out  during  the  Christmas  holiday  s, and  the  following  have 
weighed-in  : Mr.  J.  Downes,  chub ; Mr.  Hacker,  roach 
and  dace.  Will  members  come  up  next  week  and 
arrange  when  and  where  we  shall  fish  our  next  match 
for  January  ? Members  in  arrears  kindly  settle  up  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  oblige. — J.  Foster. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  R >se 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  W.C, — On  the  24th  the  club 
was  saved  a blank  by  Mr,  F,  Paine,  who  had  some  dace 
to  weigh,  I am  pleased  to  inform  members  that  our 
worthy  host  has  added  to  the  prizes  left  over  from  the 
17th,  which  will  be  fished  for  on  Jan.  7.  Will  members 
kindly  attend  sooner  on  club  nights^  so  that  we  may 
get  to  business  ? — T.  Beown. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Bromley. — Since  my  last  report  the  following 
members  have  weighed-in  : Mr.  B Bissell,  a nice  show 
of  roach,  heaviest  fish,  lib.  3oz.  ; Mr.  J.  Watkins,  roach 
and  chub  ; C.  Parmenter,  roach  : J.  Hart,  roach  and 
perch,  I hope  members  will  attend  next  meeting  night 
to  settle  arrears. — J.  Watkins. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs. 
— The  next  delegate  meeting  will  take  place  at  the  Be  l- 
ford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  on  Mon- 
day, Jan.  1,  at  9 p.m.  sharp. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstauley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  8.W. — 
Our  distribution  of  Christmas  prizes  took  place  on  the 
21st  inst.  The  prizes  were  taken  in  the  following  order  : 
A.  Bonater,  briar  pipe  ; T.  Briggs,  saddle  of  muctou  ; 
A.  Painter,  gallons  of  ale ; R.  Chapman,  box  of 
cigars  ; E.  Cooper,  briar  pipe  ; A.  Turner,  leg  of  mutton  ; 
C.  Ball,  tobacco  and  pipe  ; J.  W.  Jameson,  tobacco  and 
pipe  ; G.  T.  Jameson,  beef  ; J.  Willgoss,  Russian  leather 
cigarette  case;  H.  Moore,  bottle  of  brandy;  William 
Zimmerman,  whiskey ; George  Edwards,  whiskey ; G. 
Laxton,  gin  ; H.  J,  Remington,  whiskey  ; T,  Marchant, 
whiskey  ; William  May,  rum  ; C,  Cooper,  11b.  of  t-a  ; 
J.  Anderson,  port  wine;  E.  Barber,  tobacco  and  pipe; 
William  Burton,  gin.  Harmony  was  most  agrei-ably 
interpersfd,  among  those  contributing  being  Messrs. 
Barber,  C.  Cooper,  May,  Moore,  and  William  Zimmerman, 
Mr.  Montague,  jun.,  was  cordially  thanked  for  his 
services  at  the  piano.  Members  please  note  that  we 


fish  a competition  at  Wraysbury  on  Jan.  7;  usual 
conditions  (jack  barred).  I wish  every  brother  angler 
I a bright  and  prosperous  new  year, i-G.  '£.  .)  ,i.UE.S‘ys'. 

Clittonville  Angling  Society,  Cliftoavillollotel, 

' Ildertou-road,  South  Bermondsey.  — I wisli,  to  renjind 
mi’inbcrs  who  are  not  clear  on  the  books  that  next 
Wednesday  will  be  limit  night,  when  I hope  nio  abers 
will  attend  and  settle  all  arreir.s  Tue  and  t of  our 
books  has  been  jiostponed  till  January.  — P.  Gardner. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketer.s,  Nortli- 
wold-roai,  Stoke  Newington. — On  the  24th  inst.  we 
fished  for  our  Cliristmes  prizes  (five  in  number),  when  I 
am  [deased  to  say  we  bad  a very  nice  show  of  roach,  our 
! boards  being  well  stocked,  the  following  being  prize 
winners: — Mr.  Howell,  1st;  Mr.  Anthony,  2nd;  Mr. 
Gudgeon,  3rd;  Mr.  Kingrosse,  4th;  Mr.  Waite,  5th. 
Messrs.  Pound,  Sheering,  Lefevre,  and  others  weighed- 
in— E J.  M. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Cobden  Club,  Kensal- 
, road,  W. — Tuesday  next  being  quarterly  night,  I hope 
j all  members  will  attend  for  the  election  of  officer,-!,  and 
! arrange  for  the  return  visit,  ours  being  next  on  the 
visiting  list. — A.  Smith. 

Crown  and  Buckland  United  Fiscatorial 
Society,  Middlesex  Arms,  34,  Clerkenwell-green. — A 
special  general  meeting  will  take  place  next  Wednes- 
dry  to  arrange  for  our  return  visit  on  the  No.  2 Eastern 
District,  and  the  next  day’s  outing  for  prizes,  also  an 
important  question  respecting  some  club  proiierty. — 
W.  H.  Bubwash. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  the  24th  inst.  I am  sorry 
i report  that  I bad  a blank  in  the  society.  On  Tuesday, 
the  2Gth,  Mr.  Ward  weighed-in  a small  jiok.  Members 
plea-e  note  that  Tuesday,  Jan.  2,  will  be  quarterly  night. 
Committee  will  meet  at  8 o’clock  sharp. — S.  M. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society.— Mr.  Keepin  weighed- 
in  a nice  show  of  roach  on  Boxing  Day.  An  outing  will 
. take  place  on  Dec.  31  to  Hampton  Court  (Thames). — 
i W.  T.  Bruce. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
' Cross-road,  Tottenham. — A very  fair  number  of  members 
and  friends  attended  on  the  24th inst..  Mr.  Pnesay  won 
Mr.  Wright’s  prize  with  51b.  9oz.  of  roach  and  dace, 
some  of  the  latter  weighing  lOoz. ; Mr.  Rencher,  roach 
and  dace,  21b.  lOoz.  ; Mr.  G.  Langton,  cbm  and  roach, 
21b.  14oz.  Several  other  members  also  hid  fi--h,  Mr. 
Claridge,  on  Wednesday,  had  a jack  of  21b.  4i\oz.  On 
Jan.  7,  members  compete  for  Mr.  Balaam’s  prize  at  St. 
Margaret’s. — W.  H.  'Tuck. 

Eustonian  Angling  Society,  Silver  Cup,  Cromer- 
street,  Gray’s-inn-road. — Since  my  last  report  the  follow- 
ing have  weighed-in  some  good  takes  : Messrs  Abbott, 
i Cook,  Tavner,  Muscurtell,  Staples.  All  members  are 
; requested  to  attend  next  Wednesday  to  arrange  for  our 
I return  visit  on  the  Clerkenwell  and  District  United ; 

I also  other  important  business. — C.  Abbott. 

Fordwich  and  Grove  Ferry  Angling  Ciub.— 
; The  annual  meeting  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  .Ian.  4,  at 
i the  Rose  Hotel,  at  2.30  o’clock. — F.  W.  Lucy. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  York  Minster, 

' Foley-street. — On  the  24th  inst.  some  of  our  members 
had  again  some  fair  shows  of  fish.  Messrs.  W.  Browning, 
1 Bailey,  Chapman,  roach  ; Mr.  Trowbridge,  roach  and 
• dace  ; Mr.  Crimmin,  jack  ; and  on  Tuesday,  the  26th, 

■ Mr.  Guynan  had  a nice  show  of  dace  from  the  tidal 
; water.  Our  business  meeting  of  the  26th  was  adjourned 

ti  Tuesday  next,  Jan.  2,  when  we  hope  to  have  a full 
meeting.  Members  please  notice. — John  Goatlet. 

Hearts  of  Oak. — A few  of  our  members  wer-e  out 
: on  the  24. h inst.,  but  did  not  bring  any  fish  up,  so  we 
had  to  put  up  with  a blank.  I might  just  state  our 
’ Christmas  prizes  'were  shared  out  on  S.iturday  night  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  present.  Great  praise  was  due  to 
Mr.  Wells  for  the  way  in  which  he  acted  as  steward. 

, A Happy  New  Year  to  all. — C.  T.  Russell. 

' Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe,  Upper 
I Tobington-road,  Holloway.— Several  of  our  nieudoers 
! have  been  fairly  successful  lately  : Mr.  G.  Cornish,  7:ilh- 
! roach  ; Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw,  21b.  3oz.  roach  ; Mr.  G West- 
! rup,  221b.  13oz.  roach  and  dace  ; Mr.  G.  H.  Rutherford, 

■ 31ilb.  roach  and  dace.  It  may  interest  intending  sub- 
scribers to  the  Wheatley  testimonial  to  know  that  he 

' was  instrumental  in  obtaining  from  the  Highbui'y 
and  members  the  sum  of  £2  14s.  towar  is  the 
recent  testimonial  to  Mr.  Murphy.  Subscriptions,  how- 
ever small,  will  be  gladly  received  by — G.  H Ruther- 
PORD. 

Horseferry  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Clarence, 
Horseferry-road,  Westminster.— At  the  meeting  on 
' the  20th  inst.  the  following  members  were  elected 
: officers:  Chairman,  Mr.  Boots;  vice-chairman  and 
! delegate,  Mr.  Jones  ; auditors,  Messrs  Garland  and 
; Barker;  treasurer,  J.  C.  Colmer ; secret.iry,  F.  Taylor. 
During  the  Christmas  holidays  some  of  our  members 
Were  out,  but  met  with  poor  success.  Mr.  T.  Brathart 
caught  a few  small  jack,  which  were  returned.  I wish 
to  remind  members  that  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  3,  at  9 p.m., 
the  quarterly  balance-sheet  will  be  submitted  to  the 
meeting.  Hoping  all  members  will  attend.  There  are 
^ a few  vacancies  for  new  members.  Apply  to  J.  C. 
Colmir,  at  the  above. — J.  Barker. 

Hoxton  Brother’s  Angling  Society. —Our  dis- 
tribution of  Christmas  prizes  took  place  on  Thursday 
evening.  Doc.  21.  On  the  24th  inst.,  A.  Hittemore 
; weighed-in  ‘2|lb.  roach ; S.  Cole,  11b.  dace. — K. 
Ghuenet. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddleton 
Arms,  Canonbury-road.— On  the  24th  inst.  nothing  was 
done.  On  Tuesday  (Boxing-day)  several  were  out,  but 
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had  not  tnncli  sjiort — J.  H.  Herbert  roach,  and  J.  Her- 
bert roacb.  I hope  members  will  attend  on  Tuesday 
next,  and  start  the  Year  by  showing  in  fnll  force  to 
make  arrangemlents  for  our  next  outing.  — J.  H. 
Hebbebt. 

Izaitk  Walton  AngTiug'  Society. — The  members 
competed  for  five  special  prizes  on  Wednesday  last  in 
the  Lea ; not  one  succeeded  in  taking  the  required 
weight.  They  will  be  fished  for  again  on  Wednesday, 
Jan.  10.  There  are  four  specials  to  be  fished  for  on 
the  31st  inst.  Full  particulars  of  the  above  prizes  can 
be  had  at  the  clubhouse.  On  the  24th  inst.  Messrs. 
W.  H.  Mecham  and  T.  W.  Garrard  had  nice  trays  of 
roach.  Messrs  A.  Furlong  and  C.  Layton  had  some  very 
fine  roach  and  dace  ; some  of  the  roach  scaled  11b.  8oz. 
Mr.  A.  Furlong  also  had  a tray  of  roach  on  Wednesday, 
the  27th  inst. — H.  B. 

Iiincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville-road. — The  prizes  fished  for 
on  Dec.  ID  were  won  in  the  following  manner  : Mr. 
More,  first,  one  bream,  21b.  74oz.  ; Mr.  Wood,  second, 
one  roach,  11b.  SJoz.  ; Mr.  Stimer,  third  ; Mr.  Holmes, 
fourth  ; Mr.  Wallis,  fifth  ; Mr.  Irish,  sixth  ; and  Mr.  E. 
Griffiths,  seventh.  We  have  an  outing  for  six  prizes  on 
Jan.  6,  full  particulars  of  which  will  be  given  next 
week.  On  the  21th.  inst.  a few  roach  and  dace  were 
weighed-in  by  the  following  : Mr.  Irish,  Mr.  Watling, 
andMr.  Griffiths.  Dn  Wednesday  Mr.  Holmes  weighed- 
in  a pretty  show  of  roach  and  dace. — W.  Watling. 

Iiiverpool  East  End  Angling  Association. — 
The  above  association  held  a general  meeting  at  their 
clubhouse,  201,  London-road,  on  Dec.  18,  to  elect 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  the  result  of  which  was  as 
follows : Chairman.  Mr.  Chadwick ; vice-chair,  Mr. 
Segar ; secretary,  Mr.  Richmond;  assistant-secretary, 
Mr. Collinson ; cash  steward,  Mr.  J.  Reynolds;  treasui’er, 
Mr.  Meighen  ; auditors,  Messrs.  Brooks  and  Smith  ; 
committee,  Messrs.  Lay  field,  Milton,  Brooks,  W. 
Livesey,  Smith,  Bolton,  and  F.  Jones.  The  next 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Jan.  8,  1804,  to  read  balance- 
sheet  for  1893,  and  other  important  business  to  be 
transacted. — J.  Reynolds. 

Odds  and  Evens  Angling  Society,  King  of 
Prussia,  Bevenden-street. — On  the  21th  inst.  half  a 
dozen  of  our  members  went  out,  and  the  following 
weighed-in  some  very  fine  roach  : Mr.  J.  Bygrave  close 
upon  71b.  of  roach  from  Langford ; Messrs.  S.  and  F. 
Wood  from  the  Thames,  several  being  close  upon  lib., 
heaviest  fish  11b.  2oz.  I hoiie  our  members  will  turn  up 
in  good  time  next  Tuesday,  as  a lot  of  business  is  to  be 
gone  through. — J.  Cdthbert. 

Paper  Reading  Society. — Will  members  kindly 
note  that  Mr.  McDermott  reads  a paper  at  headquarters. 
The  Citizen,  70,  Houndsditch,  on  Friday,  Jan.  5,  when 
we  hope  to  commence  the  new  year  with  a good  meeting. 
All  anglers  will  be  welcome.  I also  have  an  important 
announcement  to  make  on  the  evening  in  question, 
relating  to  an  illustrated  paper  which  a well-known 
Yorkshire  angler  has  promised  to  read  in  London  under 
the  auspices  of  the  society. 

Penge  Angling  Society,  The  Lord  Palmerston, 
Maple-road,  Penge,  S.E. — On  Dec.  17  several  of  our 
members  were  out,  Mr.  Menear  weighing  in  two  roach 
from  Amberley,  31b.  5oz.,  largest  fish  21b.  3|oz.  ; Mr. 
Kelly,  roach,  from  Hampton  Court,  11b.  13|oz.  On  the 
16th,  Mr.  Sherwood,  from  Southend,  roach  and  dace, 
31b.  loz.  I beg  to  remind  members  that  Dec.  31  will  be 
the  last  day  to  compete  for  prizes  now  being  fished  for. 
— W.  F.  Field. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — On  the  24th  inst.  we  were  saved  a blank 
by  Messrs.  Carr  and  Bouffler,  who  had  each  a few  roach 
arid  dace.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Bouffler  again  saved  us  a 
blank  with  31b.  13foz.  roach  from  the  Thames. 
Owing  to  the  festive  season  no  business  was  done  on 
Tuesday  night,  but  next  Tuesday  will  be  quarterly 
night,  so  I hope  all  will  show  up. — H.  W.  Morgan. 

Pixie  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road.  — On  the  24th  inst.  we 
had  a few  roach,  weighed-in  by  myself,  Mr.  T.  Line,  and 
Mr.  C.  Osborne.  I hope  members  will  turn  out  well  for 
the  roving  competition. — E.  Ptne. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  Nevill  Arms,  Nevill- 
road.  Stoke  Newington. — We  had  a bad  show  of  members 
on  Wednesday  last,  though  a great  deal  of  important 
business  was  gone  through.  Mr.  W.  Penny  will  act  as 
vice-chair  during  January,  with  Mr.  J.  Edwards  in  the 
chair,  and  trust  members  will  turn  up  in  good  numbers, 
especially  on  Wednesday  next,  to  support  them.  We 
want  to  arrange  our  next  outing°on  Wednesday,  to  settle 
the  prize  list  to  be  fished  for,  hour,  when,  and  where  ; 
time,  nine  o’clock  sharp. — J.  Laming. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
-Maiden-lane. — The  Christmas  holidays  have  not  in- 
creased our  total  weight  very  much,  as  Mr.  Fletcher  was 
the  only  member  to  weigh  in,  he  having  a small  j ack, 
thereby  saving  us  from  a blank. — Pelican. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow, 
King-street,  Hammersmith. — On  the  24th  inst.  Mr. 
Hare  weighed-in  a nice  show  of  roach  and  dace,  several 
roach  going  over  lib.  and  dace  9Joz.  Tuesday  next, 
Jan.  2,  quarterly  night,  members  absent  will  be  fined 
according  to  rule. — H.  Reaves. 

United  Brothers,  Deptford. — Several  members  of 
the  above  have  been  out  during  the  holidays,  with  the 
following’ result : Mr.  R.  Champion,  two  nice  pike;  H. 
Fennell,  some  nice  dace  (largest  9oz.)  ; G.  Belton, 
roach  and  bream  ; F.  Belton,  roach.  The  members  of 
the  above  have  voted  10s.  6d.  to  the  Windsor  and  Eton 
Preservation  Association. — H.  Tyler. 


Waggoners  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  Vauxhall-cross. — Our  distribution  took  place  on 
Friday,  the  22nd,  for  our  Christmas  prizes,  when  a very 
pleasant  evening  was  spent.  After  'the  distribution  the 
rest  of  the  evening  was  devoted  to  harmony.  The  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  rendered  a good  account  of  them- 
selves : Messrs.  Pain,  Braund,  Powell,  Betts,  Newton, 
Joseph,  and  several  others.  On  the  19th  it  was  pro- 
posed that  we  send  a grant  to  the  Windsor  and  Eton 
Preservation  Association. — H.  C. 

Wal-worth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul’s  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E. — 
There  ai'e  competitions  for  three  prizes  on  the  31st,  and 
three  prizes  for  Wednesday  next  (open).  I have  with 
deep  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  another  of  our  old 
members  after  a long  and  painful  illness — Mr.  J.  W. 
Smith,  who  died  on  Dec.  22.  On  Wednesday  next, 
Jan.  3,  will  be  a special  meeting,  when  I trust  that  all 
members  will  endeavour  to  attend,  as  there  is  some 
most  important  business,  appertaining  to  the  welfare  of 
the  club,  to  transact.  There  will  also  be  a deputation 
from  the  Pixie  Brothers,  to  arrangefor  a home  and  home 
match  between  the  two  clubs  to  fish  for  a cup, 
and  I trust  all  members  will  note  this. — C.  Hibble. 

Western  Fiscatorials,  Marquis  of  Granby,  Castle- 
street,  Oxford-street,  W. — Mr.  H.  Phillips  weighed-in 
some  good  dace  (one  lOoz.)  and  roach  on  Wednesday 
last.  Members  are  requested  to  note  that  next  Wed- 
nesday’s meeting  is  for  quarterly  business,  balance- 
sheet,  &c.,  and  a good  attendance  is  desirable. — D.  W. 
Evans. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  the  Grove,  Stratford. — Since  my  last  report 
the  following  weighed-in  fish  ; Mr.  Simmons,  Hb.  12oz. 
of  roach ; Mr.  Horner,  lib.  2oz.  of  roach  ; Mr.  H.  Mills 
and  Mr.  Kenny  also  roach.  I wish  to  remind  our 
members  that  it  will  be  our  monthly  meeting  on 
Wednesday  next,  .Tan.  3.— R.  Lowther. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — Our  next  club  match  will  take  place  on 
Thursday,  Jan.  4,  and  following  Sunday  (bank  or  punt)  ; 
any  public  water  ; all  fish  to  be  weighed-in  on  day  of 
capture,  for  four  prizes.  Mr.  Elsmore  has  kindly 
offered  a copy  of  Bickerdyke’s  “ Book  on  Angling”  for  the 
member  taking  the  largest  roach  in  the  match.  Messrs. 
Elsmore,  Cox,  and  Brittain  have  weighed-in  from  Sun- 
bury.  Mr.  Neller  had  a nice  show  of  roach  on  Thursday 
last  from  Sunbury,  out  with  Herbert.  Mr.  Elsmore  also 
weighed-in  141b.  of  roach;  and  Mr.  Leaf,  61b.,  roach, 
from  Bures. — J.  J.  Hunter. 


FISHERMEN’S  LUCK  ! 

“ Well,”  said  a Woodward-avenue  man,  slapping  a 
friend  on  the  shoulder,  “ I see  you  carry  a rod — been 
fishing  ? ” 

“You  bet.” 

“ Had  any  luck  ? ” 

“ First  rate.” 

“ Where  are  your  fish  ?” 

“ Only  caught  one.” 

“ Oh,  too  big  to  bring  home,  I see.” 

“ No,  you  don’t.  I left  it  on  the  beach.” 

“ Minnow  f ” 

“ Guess  again.” 

“ Bull’s  head  P ” 

“ No  ; but  it  was  a sheep’s  head,  and  I brought  the 
lucky  stone  home.” 

Thereupon  Mr.  Fisherman  produced  a folded  paper 
from  his  pocket  which  contained  a piece  of  bone  as  clear 
and  white  as  crystal.  His  friend  looked  at  it  and  said : 

“ You’ve  scratched  an  ‘ L ’ on  there.” 

“ Scratched  nothing.  That  ‘ L ’ was  their  when  I cut 
the  bone  out  of  the  fish’s  head.  Any  fisherman  will  tell 
you  that.  It  stands  for  luck,  and  I shall  keep  it  for  a 
lucky  piece.” 

“Caesar’s  ghost!”  cried  his  friend,  “what  cranks 
these  fishermen  be  ! I b’lieve  I’ll  go  fishing  myself.  I 
may  at  least  catch  a superstition.” 


One  day  a well-dressed  man  visited  a certain  hamlet, 
oarrying  the  newest  of  fly  rods  ; he  intended  to  fish  for 
trout.  Could  any  one  give  him  information  as  to  the 
best  place  for  his  day’s  sport?  As  he  asked  for  it  at  the 
bar  of  the  small  inn  of  the  hamlet,  the  information  was 
soon  forthcoming.  One  of  the  customers  there  told  him 
he  knew  where  there  was  a big  one,  and  no  mistake  ; 
he  could  show  it  him,  and  then  all  he  bad  to  do  was 
to  catch  it.  The  bait  took.  After  a generous  “ liquor- 
up  ” and  the  tip  of  a (shilling,  away  they  started.  He 
saw  the  fish,  and  for  nearly  the  whole  of  a day  he 
threshed  that  water  hard  enough  to  frighten  all  the  trout 
that  ever  swam  in  it,  but  not  even  a fish  the  size  of  a 
sprat  did  he  capture.  At  the  inn,  before  his  train 
started,  as  he  rested  for  an  hour,  his  guide  of  the 
morning  appeared  snd  asked  him  what  sport  he  had  had. 
“ Not  a single  fish,”  replied  he,  adding,  “ I would  spend 
half  a sov.  in  drinks  if  that  trout  lay  in  my  basket,  or 
give  the  same  sum  to  anyone  who  would  put  me  up  to 
getting  it  there.”  Five  minutes  later  the  native 
whispered  to  him,  “Did  ye  mean  what  ye  said?”  The 
angler  pulled  out  half  a sovereigpi  and  showed  it  to  him. 
“ Bide  here  a bit,”  said  the  man;  “your  train  don’t 
start  yet.”  In  less  than  half  an  hour  the  stranger  was 
beckoned  out  of  the  bar  to  see  the  big  trout,  still  alive 
and  kicking  vigorously,  on  some  flags  in  a basket.  He 
had  a hook  attached  to  a piece  of  broken  gut  in  his  upper 
lip  : not  a bruise  or  mark  was  on  him.  “ Take  him, 
basket  and  all,  fur  what  ye  said,”  quoth  the  native. 
“ He’s  a precious  sight  too  big  to  go  into  that  consarn  o’ 
yourn.  And  I be  werry  much  obleeged  to  you  for  this 
’ere  half-sov’rin,  and  no  mistake  ! ” 


POINTS  IN  CHOOSING  SWIMS. 

It  has  often  been  stated  that  the  best  guide  to  the 
choice  of  a swim  is  the  evidence  of  its  previous  use  by 
other  anglers,  but  that  statement  is  (ust  one  of  those 
partial  truths  which  should  be  accepted  with  caution. 
The  banks  of  most  of  our  large  rivers  bear  innumerable 
marks  made  by  anglers  with  their  feet,  boxes,  or  baskets 
on  the  soft  earth,  but  many  of  these  so-called  “ swims  ” 
are  a delusion  to  the  inexperienced,  having  only  perhaps 
been  made  and  used  in  the  exigencies  of  monster  peg- 
down  competitions  by  men  who  -would  never  think  of 
sitting  down  at  them  if  allowed  any  choice  ; still,  rather 
than  give  up  the  contest,  they  have  accepted  the  num- 
bered position  assigned  to  them,  and  so  made  the  same  bank 
marks  as  their  more  fortunate  opponents.  Many  other 
conspicuous  and  misleading  bank  marks  are  also  made 
by  that  class  of  anglers  who  seldom  trust  their  own 
judgment  in  selecting  a swim,  but  prefer  to  edge  as  close 
as  possible  to  a man  who  has  already  settled  down  and 
caught  a few  fish.  These  dependent  anglers,  however, 
forget  that  the  lucky  individual  may  be  occupying  the 
only  really  good  spot  in  that  particular  length  of  water. 

Again,  a man  with  rod  and  basket  will  hurriedly 
bounce  out  of  the  train,  at  some  particular  fishing 
station,  in  order  to  be  first  at  that  eddy  where  Johnny 
So-and-so  made  his  fine  catch  a fortnight  before.  This 
hasty  and  thoughtless  enthusiast,  however,  works 
the  same  swim  unsuccessfully — and  why?  Simply 
because  the  conditions  have  entirely  changed 
in  that  fortnight.  The  said  Johnny  secured  h 
fish  when  thick  water  hid  his  operations  ; but  the  tew 
man,  who  has  only  heard  of  the  great  takes,  perches 
himself  on  the  extreme  edge  of  the  high,  exposed  bank, 
unmindful  of  the  fact  that  tbe  now  fine,  gin-like  water 
allows  him  to  appear  like  a working  railway-signal  to 
any  fish  bold  enough  to  stay  within  yards  of  him.  The 
longest  roach-pole  ever  made  would  not  make  amends  for 
such  a lack  of  judgment.  For  a bright  water  as  de- 
scribed, to  get  out  of  sight  is  the  most  important  con- 
sideration for  the  angler.  In  further  illustration  of  this, 
the  following  personal  experience  may  be  given.  One 
day  in  March  found  me  at  a popular  angling  resort. 
The  water  was  bright,  the  sun  very  hot  for  the  season, 
and  anglers  very  numerous  ; just  a few  persevering  ones 
were  succeeding  at  well-shaded  swims.  After  passing 
many  good  but  occupied  spots,  my  choice,  as  a last 
resort,  fell  upon  a swim  at  a high  bank  which  bore  no 
trace  of  previous  use.  The  drawback  of  the  high  bank 
was  to  some  extent  neutralised  by  a tall  hedge  behind, 
which  kept  off  the  full  glare  of  the  sun.  The  fish 
were  found  at  home  and  at  dinner  here,  for  good 
roach  and  a fine  dace  took  my  gentles  in  very  free 
style.  But  then  two  luckless  wandering  anglers, 
attracted  by  my  small  share  of  success,  settled  down 
on  each  side  of  me.  In  went  their  plummets,  in 
such  careless  style  as  to  give  notice  to  quit  to 
all  fish  within  fifty  yards  ; and  the  fish  in  that  stretch  of 
the  river  evidently  stayed  not  on  the  order  of  their  going, 
for  not  another  there  came  to  hand.  Past  the  friendly 
hedge  was  another  good-looking  but  exposed  swim, 
where  the  sun  had  full  scope  to  deprive  any  angler  of 
complete  success.  The  debateable  question  then  arose, 
whether  it  would  be  better  to  stay  in  my  first  selection, 
with  almost  the  certainty  of  getting  nothing  more,  or  to 
move  to  the  other  sunny  spot  where  a blank  seemed  to 
be  only  a degree  less  probable.  At  last  the  hope  of 
doing  something  in  the  gloaming,”  as  the  poet 
expresses  it,  decided  me  to  make  the  change ; and 
although  my  hopes  were  partly  realized,  a much  better 
show  would  have  resulted  if  a stalwart  bicyclist 
had  not  stood  close  beside  me  to  observe 
the  sport ; for  his  long  shadow,  thrown  across  the  water 
by  the  setting  sun,  did  the  very  mischief  that  my  low 
crouching  position  was  intended  to  avoid.  This  unwel- 
come spectator  was  wonderfully  friendly  and  civil,  and 
so  evidently  thought  that  he  was  doing  a solitary  sports- 
man a kindness  by  staying,  that  my  harsh  thoughts  on 
his  attentions  were  not  put  into  words.  He  readily 
stood  back  when  asked,  but  oh  ! the  way  he  bounced 
back  to  me  across  the  two  yards  or  so  of  loose  gravel 
every  time  a fish  was  hooked,  was  nearly  as  bad  in 
effect  as  the  plummet-dropping  performances.  When  it 
became  too  dark  for  the  float  to  be  seen,  he  suddenly 
discovered  that  he  was  short  of  time,  mounted  his 
machine,  and  went  off  like  a rocket.  Such  experiences 
enable  us  to  beat  even  Job's  record  for  patience.  They 
also  add  force  to  the  opinion  expressed  by  a very  clever 
angling  friend,  that  51b.  of  fish  from  the  Lea  or  similar 
well-fished  water,  represent  as  much  careful  fishing  as 
would  produce  301b.  at  a far  off  angling  resort.  J. 


Roast  Pike. — Clean  the  pike  thoroughly,  fill  it  with 
veal  stuffing,  and  roast  it  before  a clear  fire,  being 
careful  to  baste  it  frequently  with  a liberal  supply  of 
butter.  When  ready  tor  serving,  a good  thick  brown 
gravy  should  be  poured  over  it. 

Sardine  Sandwiches. — Bone  eight  sardines  and 
divide  them  into  halves.  Cut  an  equal  number  of  thin 
slices  of  brown  bread-and-butter;  put  between  two 
slices  alternate  layers  of  hard-boiled  eggs,  mustard-and- 
cress  chopped  very  finely,  and  the  fillets  of  the  sardines. 
Press  the  slices  closely  and  cut  them  into  small  squares. 
Garnish  with  parsley. 

Shrimp  Relish. — Shell  a pound  of  the  best  fresh 
shrimps  ; put  them  into  a pipkin  with  a quarter  of  a pint 
of  good  vinegar,  and  boil  lor  about  ten  minutes  ; add  a 
little  cayenne  pepper  and  salt ; then  either  beat  them  in 
a mortar  or  rub  to  a pulp  through  a sieve.  The  paste 
that  is  thus  formed  may  be  preserved  for  some  time  if 
put  into  small  jars  and  covered  with  clarified  butter. 
Do  not  use  any  colouring  matter,  as  all  such  substances 
are  more  or  less  deleterious  to  health. 
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MEETING  OP  TAY  SALMON  FISHING 
PROPRIETORS. 

A MicETiNd  of  upper  proprietors  of  salmon  fishings  in 
the  Tay  was  held  in  Birnam  recently,  under  the  presi- 
dency of  Sir  Robert  Monzies,  Birt.,to  consider  as  to 
improving  the  angling  waters  in  the  river.  There  was  a 
large  attendance.  Some  time  ago  Colonel  Richardson, 
of  Ballathie,  brought  forward  certain  proposals  with  the 
view  of  improving  the  angling,  and  at  a meeting  of  the 
upper  proprietors  a committee  was  appointed  to  take  the 
subiect  into  consideration.  That  committee  met  twice 
within  the  last  few  months,  and  they  recommended  that 
all  nets  above  the  Linn  of  Campsie  on  the  Tay  or  its 
tributaries  should  be  taken  off  whether  at  present  let  or 
unlet,  and  that  the  proprietors  between  Murthly  and  the 
Linn,  namely,  Meikleonr,  Ballathie,  Stobhall,  Delvine, 
and  Kerr  Cock,  be  compensated  by  an  annual  money 
payment  for  the  loss  of  the  net  fishing,  the  compensa- 
tion to  he  paid  one  half  by  a voluntary  rate  to  be  levied 
on  all  proprietors  fishing  above  the  Linn,  and  the  other 
half  to  be  provided  by  the  Tay  District  Fishery  Board 
from  an  assessment  on  the  whole  of  the  proprietors  of 
the  district.  It  was  roughly  estimated  that  £350  or 
£400  per  annum  was  the  total  compensation  required  to 
be  provided  ; and  it  was  believed  that  1200  additional 
fish  might  in  ordinary  seasons,  by  the  removal  of  the 
nets,  reach  the  upper  waters.  The  Chairman  said  it 
was  estimated  that  an  assessment  of  8 per  cent,  on  the 
upper  proprietors  and  of  5 per  cent,  on  those  between 
the  Linn  of  Campsie  and  the  Bridge  of  Cargill  would  be 
sufficient.  A similar  scheme  to  the  one  now  recom- 
mended had  been  in  operation  for  some  time  on  the  Dee 
and  on  the  Spean,  with  most  satisfactory  results. 


SWAN  AND  PIKE  AT  WIMBLEDON  LAKE. 

Emptying  my  punt  the  other  morning,  I was  sur- 
prised and  astonished  to  so  great  an  extent  that  I over- 
balanced, and  found  myself  in  up  to  my  waist  in  water, 
and  upon  looking  round  at  the  unusual  noise  of  flapping 
and  flopping  which  caused  my  surprise,  I saw  one  of 
the  swans  entangled,  as  I thought,  either  in  weeds,  or 
had  taken  some  live  bait  which  a gentleman  was  using 
in  the  deep  water  of  the  lake.  I put  off  in  my  boat, 
wet  through,  of  course,  and  rowed  like  Old  Harry,  and 
upon  nearing  the  bird  I soon  discovered  that  there  was  a 
terrible  battle  raging,  for  a pike  had  seized  the  swan  by 
the  leg,  the  size  of  which  I cannot  say.  I pulled  my 
boat  round,  and  got  hold  of  the  poor  thing  by  the  neck, 
and  the  more  I tugged  the  more  flapping  and  flopping 
occurred.  Of  course,  the  pike’s  teeth  had  fairly  stuck 
into  the  foot,  and  it  was  a case  of  pull  devil,  pull  baker. 

At  last  something  gave  way;  I let  go,  and  away  flew 
the  swan  to  the  tune  of  “ White  wings,  they  never  grow 
weary,”  and  I rowed  to  my  cottage  drenched  through. 

A.  Newham. 


FRACTIOUS  PERIWINKLE.  _ 

“Did  you  ever  see  periwinkles’  eggs  ?”  said  the 
Deacon  to  a New  York  Smi  man,  as  he  cast  his  line  for 
snappers  off  Canarsie.  “ Pishing  last  summer  over  at 
Broad  Channel,  between  Rockaway  and  that  strip  of  land 
yonder,  I pulled  up  some  from  the  bottom.  They  were 
in  long  jointed  strings,  a foot  or  more  in  length,  that 
made  me  think  of  rattlesnakes’  rattlers.  I asked  an  old 
fisherman  abroad  with  me  what  I bad  got.  ‘ Them’s 
periwinkles’  eggs,’  he  said,  and,  pulling  some  of  the 
little  compartments  open,  showed  me  the  eggs  lying 
within  like  a golden  pulp.  Afterwards  he  showed  me 
places  on  the  beach  which  were  covered  with  the  empty 
shells  of  periwinkles,  and  he  told  me  of  the  belief  that 
young  lobsters,  destitute  of  houses  of  their  own,  took 
up  their  abode  in  these  shells. 

“ That  reminded  me  that  once  upon  a time,  while 
cruising  with  a friend  about  Jamaica  Bay,  we  had 
caught  a dozen  periwinkles,  and  my  friend  had  told  me 
that  they  were  young  lobsters  ; so,  in  that  belief,  we 
took  them  home  and  cooked  them.  Although  the  shell 
looks  like  anything  but  a lobster’s,  the  creature,  when 
taken  out  of  it,  is  so  like  a lobster  in  shape  you  might 
readily  believe  it  to  be  one  ; but  they  were  genuine  peri- 
winkles, far  different  in  flavour,  and  not  nearly  so  good 
as  lobsters.  But  it  seems  to  be  established  on  trust- 
worthy authority  that  when  a periwinkle  crawls  out  of 
its  shell,  like  a snail,  to  drag  it  along  behind  in  its 
journeyings,  the  young  lobster,  with  all  its  armour  on 
and  claws  squared  away  for  action,  is  apt  to  take  up 
its  quarters  in  the  shell,  crowding  the  rightful  owner 
out  of  his  house  in  a way  that  must  be  a great  incon- 
venience if  not  ultimate  destruction  to  him.” — American 
Fishing  Gazette. 


A MAN  who  went  to  a secluded  spot,  not  far  from  Bar 
Harbour,  for  a bath  on  a warm  day,  says  : “ A couple 
of  fellows  played  it  low  down  on  me  that  time.  They 
seemed  to  have  just  come  out  of  the  water,  and  I asked 
them  how  it  was.  ‘ Oh,  it’s  bully  ! ’ said  they,  ‘ but 
there  are  sharp  rooks  near  shore,  so  you  want  to  jump 
well  out,  where  it  is  deep.’  I peeled  off  my  clothes, 
took  a running  jump  and  went  in  where  it  was  about  ten 
feet  deep,  Whe-e-ew  ! I got  out  of  there  as  soon  as  I 
could.  It  was  just  one  degree  above  freezing.  Gee- 
whiz  ! I never  struck  anything  like  it.  And  there  were 
those  two  duffers  walking  off  and  laughing  as  if  they 
would  break  in  two.  No  more  bathing  for  me  up  that 
way.  Old  Coney’s  good  enough.” — ^ American  Fishing 
Gazette, 


Mb.  Adexandee  Wright,  Accountant,  of  10,  Everelda-street, 
Bamabury,  N.  (member  of  the  Gresham,  Junior  Fly-Fishers,  &c.), 
undertakes  the  auditing  and  balancing  of  every  description  of 
accounts  at  moderate  rates.  Bents  and  debts  collected. 


UNSEASONABLE  SALMON. 

George  Sitioston  and  George  J.  Rose,  1,  Port- 
man-streot,  Portman-sqiiare ; George  Sproston  (other- 
wise J.  Bullock)  and  Charles  Sheppard,  5,  Duke-street, 
Manohester-square ; John  Wm.  Winters  (otherwise 
W.  Govier),  the  Mermaid  puhlichouse,  Barnstaple ; 
and  John  Strihling  (otherwise  John  Bowden),  Holland- 
street,  Barnstaple,  were  summoned  at  Bow-street 
police-court  for  having  unseasonable  salmon  in  their 
possession.  Winter  and  Stribling  were  farther  charged 
with  causing  salmon  to  be  conveyed  by  a public-carrier, 
without  branding  or  marking  the  outside  of  the  package 
containing  the  fish  with  the  word  “ Salmon.” 

Mr.  Humphreys  prosecuted  on  behalf  of  the  Fish- 
mongers’ Company,  by  whom  the  information  was  laid  ; 
Mr.  F.  T.  Rushton  appeared  for  the  defendants,  who  all 
pleaded  guilty. 

Mr.  Humphreys  explained  that  the  Fishmongers’  Com- 
pany a short  time  ago  received  information  to  the  effect 
that  a great  deal  of  salmon-poaching  was  going  on  at 
Barnstaple,  the  fish  being  consigned  to  a great  mpy 
parts  of  the  country,  including  Ijondon.  Their  officials 
were  accordingly  instructed  to  be  exceptionally  vigilant, 
and  on  Nov.  18  one  of  them  saw  a box  containing  four 
salmon  delivered  at  1,  Portman  - street,  Portman- 
square,  whore  the  defendant  Sproston  carried  on  busi- 
ness as  a fishmonger.  All  the  fish  were  unseasonable. 
Three  were  females  much  out  of  condition,  and  the 
fourth  was  a male  in  fair  condition.  This  box  was 
traced  back  to  Barnstaple,  it  having  been  sent  on  from 
there  labelled  “Butter.”  That  might  have  been  done 
for  the  purpose  of  defrauding  the  railway  company,  the 
charge  for  butter  being  less  thon  that  for  fish,  or  it 
might  have  been  done  to  conceal  the  fact  that  salmon 
were  being  caught  during  the  close  season.  Sproston, 
on  being  spoken  to  on  the  subject,  admitted  that  there 
were  people  at  Barnstaple  who  sent  him  salmon.  The 
defendant  Rose  was  only  a manager  in  his  employ. 
Sproston  had  another  fish  shop  in  Slanchester-square, 
and  the  defendant  Sheppard  was  his  manager  there.  In 
November  a box  containing  four  salmon  was  delivered  at 
the  shop  referred  to,  the  name  on  the  label  being  Bullock. 
That  was  easily  accounted  for.  Bullock  was  formerly 
Sproston’s  manager.  He  died  a few  months  ago,  but  his 
name  was  still  used  by  people  who  sent  fish  from  Barn- 
staple. This  box  was  also  labelled  butter.  There  wasone 
singular  fact  connected  with  the  delivery  of  this  box  at 
the  shop  in  Duke-street.  Immediately  the  railway  van 
drew  up,  two  men  ran  out  of  the  shop,  siezed  the  box, 
and  placed  it  in  the  cellar.  When  questioned  by  the 
officers  of  the  Fishmongers’  Company,  they  denied 
having  the  salmon,  but  afterwards  said  (pointing  to  the 
box),  “There  is  the  salmon.”  At  that  time  the  box 
had  not  been  opened,  so  they  must  have  known  before- 
hand what  it  contained.  It  could  bo  proved,  said  Mr. 
Humphreys,  that  one  of  the  boxes  was  consigned  by 
Winter,  a publican  at  Barnstaple,  in  the  name  of 
Govier,  and  the  other  by  Stribling,  who  also  lived  at 
Barnstaple,  in  the  name  of  Rowden.  Winter  snd  Strib- 
ling had  committed  two  distinct  offences.  They  had 
been  in  the  possession  of  unseasonable  salmon,  and  had 
consigned  it  without  marking  on  the  packages  the  word 
“ Salmon.”  The  Fishmongers’  Company  prosecuted  in 
order  to  protect  the  public  and  the  fisheries. 

Mr.  Rushton,  on  behalf,  of  the  defendents,  pleaded  for 
leniency.  Rose  and  Sheppard  were  only  foremen  in  the 
employ  of  Sproston.  Stribling  was  a working  fisherman 
at  Barnstable,  and  fishermen  there  had  had  a very  bad 
season.  Fish  that  in  an  ordinary  year  would  have  been 
in  bad  condition  were,  at  the  time  this  offence  was  com- 
mitted, in  good  order.  Winter  was  only  an  interniediary, 
and  made  no  profit  on  the  transaction. 

Sir  John  Bridge  imposed  the  following  penalties  : 
Sproston  (for  the  first  offence)  £5  and  £5  5s.  costs  ; (for 
the  second  offence),  £5  and  £5  5s.  costs  ; Sheppard,  £1 
and  2s.  costs  ; Winter  (for  the  first  offence),  £5  and 
£5  5s.  costs;  (for  the  second),  £1  and  2s.  costs;  Strib- 
ling (first  offence),  £3  and  £5  5s.  costs  ; (second  offence) 
Is.  and  2s.  costs.  In  default  one  month  each. 


An  eel  weighing  Sflb.jand  measuring  3ft.  31n.,  was 
taken  in  a fresh  water  leat  at  the  China  Clayworks, 
Penryn,  by  Mr.  W.  Warmington. 

Liquid  Wax. — Dissolve  some  cobblers’  wax  in  spirits 
of  wine,  shake  it  up,  and  lay  on  with  a white  feather. 
This  is  very  useful  with  frayed  or  white  silk,  when  tying 
a neat  and  delicate  fly,  as  the  spirit  evaporates,  but  the 
wax  remains  on  the  silk. — Francis. 

A Prize  Fish  Story. — Henrik  Dahl,  of  Aalesund, 
was  a reader  and  follower  of  Darwin.  Wishing  to  apply 
his  theory  of  the  limit  of  adaptability  of  a species  to  its 
environment,  he  procured  a herring  from  a neighbouring 
fjord,  and  carried  it  home  in  a tub  of  sea- water.  He 
renewed  the  water  daily  for  some  time,  and  gradually 
reduced  the  quantity,  with  so  little  inconvenience  to  the 
herring  that  he  concluded  that  the  fish  might,  in  time, 
learn  to  breathe  air  undiluted  with  water,  like  the  cat 
and  the  man.  It  turned  out  as  he  expected  ; and  the 
water  was  finally  turned  out  of  the  tub  never  to  be 
replaced.  Henrik  next  removed  the  fish  from  its  tub, 
and  placed  it  on  the  ground,  where  it  flopped  about  very 
awkwardly  at  first,  but  soon  learned  to  move  freely  and 
rapidly.  In  a little  while  the  herring  was  able  to 
follow  its  master  without  difficulty,  and  then  it  became 
his  constant  companion  about  the  streets  of  the  city. 
On  a certain  unfortunate  day  Henrik  had  occasion  to 
cross  a dilapidated  bridge  which  spanned  an  arm  of  the 
harbour.  The  herring,  coming  gracefully  along,  heed- 
less of  danger,  now  and  again  springing  at  the  ephemer®, 
for  which  it  had  acquired  an  especial  fondness,  missed 
its  footing,  slipped  through  a crack  into  the  water 
beneath,  and  was  drowned. 


FOUND  IN  THE  TRAWL. 


LoNa-r.EQGED  birds  have  short  tails.  A birdls  tail; 
serves  as  a rudder  during  the  act  of  flight.  When  birds 
arc  provided  with  long  legs,  these  are  stretbhed  directly 
behind  when  the  bird  is  flying,  and  so  act  as  a rudder. 
****«««! 
Billings  (who  has  been  to  the  World’s  Fair,  to 
Jennings,  who  didn’t  go);  “The  biggest  thing  I ever 
saw  ; biggest  buildings,  biggest  beauty,  biggest  assort- 
ment ; and  stopped  at  a hotel  so  big  that  I rang  the 
bell  on  Friday  night,  and  it  took  until  Tuesday  morning 
for  the  boy  to  reach  my  room  ! ” 

******* 

Frogs  and  toads  are  called  amphibians  because  they 
live  a double  life — both  on  land  and  in  water.  Their 
eggs  look  like  little  lumps  of  jelly — much  like  the  white 
of  a hen’s  egg,  with  a black  speck  in  each  They  are 
generally  found  in  bunches  fastened  to  grass  or  sticks 
in  the  water  near  the  shore.  The  black  specks  are  the 
real  eggs,  and  the  jelly  keeps  them  together,  and  gives 
food  to  the  young  when  born.  The  eggs  of  tree  frogs 
and  of  toads  look  much  the  same,  only  the  first  are 
described  as  being  laid  separately  instead  of  in  bunches, 
and  the  second  are  fastened  together  in  strings — some- 
thing like  a string  of  beads. 

* * * * * * * 

I HAVE  often  heard  ’em  tellin'  o’  the  ketchin’  o’  the 
trout. 

An’  I’ve  read  in  papers  capers  how  the  thing  is  brought 
about ; 

Fur  they  seem  to  like  the  story,  an’  they  all  account  it 
fun 

As  they  ravel  off  the  glory  o’  the  wonders  they  have 
done. 

Yarns  they  tell  o’  brimmin’  baskets  ketched  the  day  the 
season’s  ripe  ; 

I have  sot  ’em  down  as  liars — leastwise  most  are  o’  that 
stripe  ; 

But  there  hain’t  no  use  in  lyin’  ’bout  the  common  bull- 
head bite. 

Fur  I’ve  often  ketched  a heapin’  waggonload  fu  11  in  a 
night. 

Ketchin’  trout  is  pesky  easy,  when  yon  hear  them  fellers 
tell 

How  they  sot  about  to  do  it  when  they  want  to  do  it 
well  ; 

But  it  takes  a man  o’  reason  fur  to  rassel  in  the  mud 
When  the  bullheads  are  in  season — an’  the  bait  is  in  the 
blood. 

Ketchin’  trout  is  only  playin’  with  the  party  things  that 
glide 

Underneath  the  rushes  strayin’  like  green  ribbons  on 
the  tide. 

But  there  hain’t  no  use  in  lyin’  'bout  the  common  bull- 
head bite. 

Fur  I’ve  often  ketched  a heapin’  waggon-load  full  in  a 
night. 

******* 

It  seems  strange  that  a bird  will  sit  on  a roost  and 
sleep  all  night  without  falling  off,  but  the  explanation 
is  simple.  'The  tendon  of  the  leg  of  a bird  that  roosts  is 
so  arranged  that  when  the  leg  is  bent  at  the  knee  the 
claws  are  bound  to  contract,  and  thus  hold  with  a sort 
of  death-grip  the  limb  around  which  they  are  placed. 
******* 

An  American  paper  says  that  two  men  caught  a 
young  shark  about  two  feet  long,  and,  killing  it,  flung  it 
on  the  ground  near  the  edge  of  the  water,  where  it  lay 
in  the  hot  sun.  The  tide  gradually  rose,  and  after 
awhile  came  up  within  about  six  inches  of  the  dead 
shark.  The  water  soon  became  agitated  and  two  big 
sharks  appeared  on  the  scene,  one  three  feet  and  the 
other  nine  feet  long.  Both  saw  or  smelt  the  dead  fish, 
and  soon  made  the  water  boil  with  their  fighting. 
When  the  large  shark  had  whipped  the  young  one  off  he 
came  back  and  with  one  vigorous  rush  threw  his  head 
and  body  out  of  the  water  until  he  could  reach  the  dead 
fish,  which  he  took  in  his  mouth  and  returned  to  the 
water.  [This  is  very  like  a whale.  ] 

* # # * * * 

Should  you  ever  belong  to  the  “ Gresham  ” Society 
You’re  supposed  to  behave  with  the  greatest  propriety. 
For  ’tis  not  a “ club.”  or  held  at  a “ pub.,” 

But  a noted  “ hotel  ” holds  the  “ Gresham  ” Society. 

With  a “ drawing-room  ” floor  all  carpeted  o’er. 

And  pictures,  and  curtains,  and  cases  ; a store 
Of  whacking  great  jack,  dace,  roach,  trout,  and  grayling, 
A description  of  which  I am  sure  I should  fail  in. 

And  all  but  the  jack  are  caught  on  the  fly. 

Though  I don’t  say  the  big  ones  are  caught  on  the  sly. 
The  place  where  they  catch  them  they  don’t  tell  about, 
Yet  they  do  get  phenomenal  grayling  and  trout. 

And  the  prizes  they  give  are  quite  on  a par 

With  the  rest  of  their  rules— no  expenses  they  bar — 

For  they  don’t  spoil  the  ship  for  a ha’porth  of  tar. 

Which  will  cause  you  to  echo  the  word  “ hurrah  ! ” 

They  are  hearty,  kind,  and  genial 
Almost  to  satiety. 

You’ll  find  nothing  low  and  menial 
In  a Greshamite’s  society.  A.  W.  M. 

##***#* 

A Mr.  Talbot,  of  Tacoma,  Wash.,  who  recently  re- 
turned from  Lake  Chelan,  says  that  the  miners  about 
the  lake  catch  all  the  trout  they  wish  with  their  shovels. 
He  saw  a man  with  one  push  scoop  up  four  fish,  not  one 
of  which  weighed  less  than  a pound.  A Mr.  Talbot,  of 
Forest  Gate  fame,  would,  perhaps,  like  this  station 
added  to  the  list. 
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THE  NEW  ILLUSTRATED  WEEKLY  RARER 

^ 6d.  Weekly.]  FOR  THE  HOUSEHOLD  AND  FOR  THE  FAMILY  CIRCLE.  [6d.  Weekly. 

WESTMlHSTEf^  BUDGET. 

Edited  by  the  late  Editor  of  the  “ Fall  Mall  Budget.” 

FULL  OF  INTERESTING  READING  AND  UP-TO-DATE  PICTURES. 

PORTRAITS,  CHARACTER  SKETCHES,  and  CARTOONS,  by  F.  GARRUTHERS  GOULD,  are  a special  feature  each  week  in 

THE  WESTMINSTER  BUDGET. 


The  ScoUish  Leader  says: — “ One  of  the  most  successful  of  the  new  weeklies  is  The  Westminster  Budget.  Admirably  illustrated,  and  supplied  with  plenty  of 
popular  reading,  there  is  not  a dull  page — haroly  a dull  paragraph — between  its  covers.” 

The  Specil-er : — “ At  a single  bound  the  Westminster  Budget  has  taken  a front  place  in  illustrated  weekly  journalism.  To  all  the  good  qualities  which  were 
posses.sed  in  old  days  by  the  Pall  Mall  Budget,  The  Westminster  Budget  adds  certain  special  excellences  of  its  own.” 

“If  tied  down  to  one  weekly,  I would  rather  have  The  Westminster  Budget.” — Canterhury  Times,  New  Zealand. 

The  Christain  Netvs  says: — “But  recently  called  into  existence.  The  Westminster  Budget  has  from  the  first  taken  a place  among  the  two  or  three  really  good 
illustrated  weeklies.  A glance  at  its  pages  shows  that  it  has  earned  the  distinction  it  enjoys.  . . . The  Westminster  may  be  trusted  to  maintain  its  position.” 


THIS  WEEK’S  NUMBER  MAY  BE  OBTAINED  AT  ANY  RAILWAY  BOOKSTALL  OR  OF  ANY  NEWSAGENT  OR  BOOKSELLER. 

A Specimen  Copy  of  THE  BUDGET  will  he  sent  on  receipt  of  a post-card. 

P»XJ IB XLiI SHINTO  OFFICE  : TUOOR  STREET,  VirHIT EFRI ARS,  EOIISJOOR,  E.C. 


TROUT!  TROUT!!  TROUT!!! 

For  TTestocking  Lakes,  Ponds,  Rivers,  <fec.,with 
Ova,  YEARLIFGS,  or  TWO- YEAR-OLDS. 

Prices  on  npplieation  to  the  “Proprietor,”  Exe 
Valley  Fish  Breeding  Establishme.-t,  Exbridge, 
Tiverton.  Devon. 

CLOTH  BINDING  CASES  FOR  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN  BE  HAD  AT  THE 

PUBLISHING  OFFICE,  BREAMS  BUILDINGS,  E.C. 

Price  iis,  Od.  Post-free  ‘is.  i}d. 

PrUltTi  rO  specially  bred,  excellent 
It r Hi  1 1 1 ^ colour;  post  paid,  in 

1 V LiV9|  boxes,  Is.,  2s„  3s.  each; 
will  keep  in  loam  all  winter.  Send  for  our  Bait 
List.— BAMBRIDGE,  Eton.  EstabUshed  1790. 

GUIDE  TO  PISHING  TACKLE  MAKERS  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 

Aberdeen. — Wm.  Brown,  64,  George-st. 

.^Inwiclf  — Hardy  Bros.,  L.  & N.  British 
Works. 

AmptMll  — Ed.  White,  Market. 
Andover,  Sants. — E.  Chamberlain. 
Ashbourne. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 
Beccles  — R.  Tilnet  & Son. 
Barnstaple.  N Devon. — J.  Rowe,  62, 

High-street. 

Belfast  — J.  Braddell  & Son,21,  Castle- 
place. 

Birminghaw  — Samuel  B.  Allport, 
60,  Whittall-street. 

C.  Bowler,  9,  Thomas-st.,  Vanghan-st. 
T.  Heath,  52,  Alma-street,  Aston. 
Reuben  Heaton,  161-5,  Hospital-st. 

J.  Keeling,  7,  Digbeth. 

James  Morgan,  2J,  Aston-road. 

W.  Newell,  11,  Great  Western  Arcade. 
Nutting  & Co.,  70,  Edgbaston-street. 
J.  Powell,  40,  St.  PauTs-square. 

W.  H.  Ryder  & Sons,  33-36,  Slaney-st. 
Wm.  Sternberg,  43,  Soho-hill. 

Bishop  Auckland — w.  J.  Cummins, 
Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Works. 
Blackburn  — James  Greg  son,  Penny-st. 
BoltOU. — W.  Bleakley,  83,  Newport-st. 

Bridgend. — R-  H.  Dyer,  19  & 20,  Queen- 
street. 

Bridport  — .Ioseph  Gundry  & Co.,  Net, 
Line,  and  Twine  Manufacturers. 
William  James. 

George  Kenway. 

W.  Tucker,  Manufacturer. 

Builth,  Wells  — Septimus  Price,  12, 
High-street. 

Burton  - on  - Trent.— T.  Horne,  106, 
High-street. 

Buzton,  Derbyshire.— J.  Banks,  37, 

Spring-gardens. 

Cardiff — G.  M.  Burridge,“  Silver  Fish,” 
Bridge-street. 

William  Davies,  257,  Cowbridge-road. 
Carlisle. — R.  Strong,  Castle-street. 

Castle  Connell. — J.  Enright  & Sons. 

Cheltenham  —James  Ogden,  28,  Winch- 
comb-street. 

Ogden  & Scotford,  Pittville.  [Whole- 
sale & Retail.] 

Cbudleigh,  Devon  — J.  B.  Truman. 

Clitberoe  — Thomas  Eobinson,  3,  Wes- 
leyan-road. 

Croydon. — Thomson  & Co.,  10,  High-st. 
Darlington. — J.  F.  Smythe. 

Derby. — T.  Simpson,  55,  Carrington-st. 


Dublin — C.  Webkes  & Co.,  26  & 27, 
Essex-qnay.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 

i Eton. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Exeter. — w.  Osborne,  251,  High-street. 
E.  F.  Prickman,  12,  North-street. 

Exmou^h. — Miss  Ellis,  Fly-Tier,  13, 
Danby-terrace. 

Fairford,  Glos  . — Samuel  Burge. 

Felton  — W.  Dobson,  West  Thnrston. 

Great  yarmontb— E.  Hannant,  102, 
Market-gates. 

H.  Salinger,  40,  South  Market-road. 

Hereford  — T.  Cooke,  22^,  Maylord-st. 

Hertford. — Simson  & Co.,  Market-place. 

Hull  . — H.  Booth,  21,  Paragon-street. 

Hungerford  — Freeman  Bros.,  Bridge- 
street. 

Inverness.  — J.  Graham  & Co.,  27, 
Union-street. 

Kingsbridge  s HevoE. — S.  Perrott, 
109,  Fore-street. 

Kingsland.  Herefordshire,  R.S.O.— 

R.  T.  Williams,  Lugg  Cottage. 

Kingston-on-Thames  — J.R.  Richard- 
son, 67,  High-street. 

J.  F.  Willingham,  11,  Union-street 

Langholm. — Joe  Anderson,  59,  High-st. 

Leamington  Spa. — J-  Hobson. 

Leeds, — Linsley  Bros.,  10,  Commercial- 
street. 

Francis  M.  Walbran,  19,  New 
Station-street. 

S.  WiLLSDON,  43,  Park-lane. 

Leicester  — R.  Flude,  5,  West-bridge. 

Leyhurn  Yot&b.— J.  F.  Lyon,  Post 

Office. 

Limerick — A.  Nestor,  George-street. 
[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Lincoln  — Andrews  & Parkinson,  36, 
Melville-street. 

J.  W.  Walker,  10,  Waterside. 

Liverpool.  — w.  Ramsbottom,  14b, 
North  John-street. 

H.  Whitty,  15,  Basnett-street. 

R.  Whitty,  14,  Tithebarn-street. 

Llandovery,  W ales.  — Evan  Davies, 
I High-street. 

London. — s.  Allcock  & Co.,  60,  Queen 
Victoria-street.  [Wholesale  only.] 

T.  Aldred,  110,  Fdgware-road,  N.W. 
Alfred  & Son,  20,  Moorgate-st.,  E.C. 
T.  Barnett,  26,  Church-street,  Edg- 

ware-road. 
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W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  53,  Gresham- 
street.  [Wholesale  only.] 

J.  Bernard  & Sons,  5,  Church-place, 
Piccadilly. 

Mrs.  L.  J.  Brocas,  Fly-Tier,  5, 
Rochester-row,  S.W. 

C.  J.  Brown,  7,  Walton-street,  S.W. 
Mrs.  A.  Bulmer,  62,  Wandsworth-road, 
S.W. 

Carter  & Peek,  137,  St.  John-street- 
road,  E.C. 

R.  Dillon,  78,  Victoria-road,  Kentish 

Town. 

H.  Ddnhill,  125-127,  Euston-rd.,  N.W. 
Eaton  & Deller,  6 & 7,  Crooked-lane, 
E.C. 

J.  Gillett,  40,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 

[Wholesale  & Retail.] 

J.  E.  Gold,  17,  Oakley-street,  Waterloo- 
road,  S.E. 

J.  W.  Hatton,  215,  Cambridge-road,  E. 
G.  W.  Hemens,  171,  New  North-road,  N. 
T.  Holbrow  & Co.,  9,  Eagle-place, 
Jermyn-street. 

Holroyd  BROs.,69,Gracechnrch-st.,E.C. 
G.  Little  & Co.,  63,  Haymarket,  S.W. 
G.  Main,  45,  Jermyn-street,  St.  James’s. 

G.  Partridge,  “ The  Golden  Perch,” 

402,  Oxford-street,  W. 

William  Poole,  104a,  BroadwaU,  S.E. 
B.  Potter  & Co.,  225,  High  Holborn. 

S.  Price  & Co.,  8,  Seymonr-street, 

Euston-square. 

H.  Richardson  & Co.,  Te  Pluckie 
Perohe,  77,  Einsbury-pavement. 

T.  H.  SoWERBUTTS  & SoN,  151,  Com- 

mercial-street,  E. 

A.  J.  Spashott,  55a,  Maryland  Point,  E. 
T.  Unstead,  3,  Penton-street,  Penton- 
ville,  N. 

A.  Williams,  84,  York-street,  Bryan- 
ston- square,  W. 

F.  T.  Williams  & Co.,  “ Silver  Trout,” 
10,  Great  Queen-street,  W.C. 

Lostwithiel. — c.  Geach,  Fancy  Reposi- 
tory. 

Macclesheld. — J.  H.  Fearn,  38,Chester- 
gate. 

Manchester. — w.  Chambers  & Co.,  25, 
Market-place. 

R.  Ramsbottom,  81,  Market-street. 
Newark. — D.  Slater  & Co.,  Stodman-st. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — J.  R-  Bolton, 
147,  Northumberland-street. 
Murton.  [Wholesale  & Retail.] 

Thos.  Pape,  27,  CoUingwood-street. 

Newtown,  N.Wales.—FRED.W.  Cooke, 
Short  Bridge-street. 

Northampton.  — Geo.  Timms,  6,  The 
Green. 

Norwich, — A.  J.  Rudd  54  London-st. 


Nottingham  — F.  Crofts,  46,  Sussex-st. 

S.  Dales,  7,  St.  John-street. 

Ed.  Dance,  1a,  Snssex-street. 

Chas.  Jackson,  23,  Carrington-streot. 

J.  Thbaker,  10,  Canal-street. 

W.  Wells  & Co.,  1,  Sussex-street. 

E.  West,  28,  Sussex-street. 

Oakham  — J.  E.  Whitehouse,  Rutland 
Gun  and  Cartridge  Works. 

Omagh. — John  White,  30,  Market-st. 

Oxford, — Jambs  Innes,  42,  Queen-st. 

Plymouth  — Thomas  Brooks,  30a, 
Southside-street. 

C.  & R.  Brooks,  Stonehonse. 

Beading  — J.  Perry  & Co.,  6,  Minster- 
parade. 

Bedditch. — s.  Allcock  & Co.,  Standard 
Works.  [Wbolesale  only.] 

W.  Bartleet  & Sons,  Abbey  Mills. 
[Wholesale  only.] 

Alfred  Booker  & Co.,  Midland  Needle 
and  Pish  Hook  Works. 

H.  Milward  & Son,  Washford  Mills. 

W.  Vale  & Son,  Studley.  [Wholesale 
only.] 

Eichmond  - on  - Thames  — Gaynor  & 
Son,  4,  Bridge-street. 

Everard  Ripley,  5,  King-street. 

H.  L.  Platt,  57,  Hill-rise. 

Bichmoud,  Yorks. — Chas.  Spencer, 
Finkle-street. 

Bothbury  — w.  Mavin. 

J.  Soulsby. 

Scarborougn  — s.  M.  Patrick,  5,  North- 
street,  Newboro’. 

Wm.  j.  Clarke,  44,  Huntress-row. 

Southampton. — Cox  & Macpherson 
62,  High-street. 

Cox  & Son,  28,  High-street. 

Swansea  — B.  Evans  & Co.,  Swansea 
Sporting  Depot,  Castle  Bailey-st. 

Taunton. — George  Hinton,  Fore-st. 

Thetford  — G.  H.  Reynolds,  Anchor 
Commercial  Hotel. 

Tbrapston.— A.  Babgh,  Bridge-st. 

Torrington,  N. Devon— J ■ i>- Bastard, 
Torridge  House. 

Uppingham,  Butlands.  — J.  L. 

Andrews,  High-street. 

Walthamstow  — D.  Bennett,  137, 
Hoe-street  North. 

Wolverhampton  — T.  Shakespeare,  9, 
Market-street. 

York,  — H.  T.  Lloyd,  Sportsman’s  Depot 
Davy-  gate. 


